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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=17566,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 5, March 2009  Breaking the texting code By Bruce Hunter It started with a noon-hour conversation in the staffroom. Monty, the new Grade 11 English teacher, was lamenting the clandestine use of text messaging in his classroom. “As soon as I turn my back, they’re on their crackberries texting one another. Whenever I catch one of them I can’t even read what they’ve written. I can’t even rant or I’ll appear the next day on YouTube. Nadia, the art teacher, looked at him thoughtfully. “You are feeling left out of their learning process?” “No, they are opting out of my learning process.” He heard his own words, then quickly added, “I mean the process of teaching the content of my English course.” Again he heard his own words, and raised his voice. “I mean, I’m teaching it but they’re not learning it.” Finally, under the weight of his own words, he stopped and said, “What about those Canucks, eh?” When the laughter subsided, Maggie, who taught keyboarding and office skills, took a sip of her tea and, said, “Monty, Monty, don’t fight it. There is lots of learning happening in your classroom, in spite of you. Take control. Explain why we have rules about cellphones. Then get their cellphone numbers by informing them that test results will be texted to them individually. Now you have control. Then you start assigning their homework through batch text mail. You can send hints that you may even begin to send a new textbook to them a page at a time. After all, it’s a textbook. Why not text the book?” She paused to sip her tea. The staffroom had gone quiet. She had an audience. Monty was intrigued, “That would break their parents’ budget. They have to pay for every text message.” “Education isn’t cheap. Besides, most of them are on the single-rate plan.” “But I don’t know how to text. I don’t know how to read it and I don’t know how to write it.” Maggie, who was also a drama teacher, delivered her punch line. “Texting is simply speed reading and speed writing. You don’t have to spend any time learning this so-called new language. Let your computer do the writing.” “Yeah, right. I only use my computer for e-mail, word processing, and report cards.” “That’s all you need.” She went over to one of the two staffroom computers, picked up the latest Teacher newsmagazine from the table and handed it to Monty. “Pick a page at random and dictate a paragraph to me.” Monty read from page one with a flourish and, in his best talking-head voice read: “The endless stream of directives is drowning us. We no longer have the time to be the reflective practitioners we yearn to be. In fact with provincial tests driving both the endless data-gathering and mandating an ever-narrower and more superficial curriculum, we find that this government does not want teachers as autonomous professionals thinking too much about how they teach and how to tailor instruction to individual students.” “Hoo, that’s subversive. Where did you get that from?” That was Alan, our principal. Monty held up the offending publication. Alan said, “We're getting rather strident aren’t we?” Monique, who taught Spanish, shouldered Alan playfully and said, “What do you mean, We?” Alan sighed. “Ok, ok. Show us how to text, Maggie. We have 15 minutes.” Maggie, who loved to teach, put on her voice, modulated, consonants articulated. “Here is how it’s done. Highlight the paragraph. You do this all the time; simply depress Control, push C and release. Now go top left and pull down Edit, choose Find and then ask it to find e. That’s right: “e” no period or quotation marks. Then go to Replace With and leave it blank. Finally choose Replace All. You’ve just told your machine to take that highlighted paragraph and remove all e’s. You’ll get this.” We looked at the screen. Th ndlss stram of dirctivs is drowning us. W no longr hav th tim to be th rflctiv practitionrs w yarn to b. In fact with provincial tsts driving both th ndlss data-gathring and mandating an vr-narrowr and mor suprficial curriculum, w find that this govrnmnt dos not want tachrs as autonomous profssionals thinking too much about how thy tach and how to tailor instruction to individual studnts. Maggie waited while the teachers moved forward to read the screen. She edited it quickly, replacing the occasional “e” for clarity. Monty said, “You want subversive, Alan. This is subversive.” Maggie highlighted the text again. “Let’s take out the o’s. Now you’ll have to really speed-read this or you’ll lose it.” She repeated the process and removed the o’s. Th ndlss stram f dirctivs is drwning us. W no lngr hav th tim t be th rflctiv practitinrs w yarn t b. In fact with prvincial tsts driving bth th ndlss data-gathring and mandating an vr-narrwr and mor suprficial curriculum, w find that this gvrnmnt ds nt want tachrs as autonmus prfssinals thinking t much abut hw thy tach and hw t tailr instructin t individul studnts. Again she did a fast edit while we gawked at the text. “I feel like I’m reading some kid’s private diary,” Alan said with awe. “Sprinkle that with emoticons and it might work.” As Maggie was logging off and turning off the computer she said, “So far you’ve removed only two vowels. You can remove more but you may slow down and frustrate your reader.” Monty made a show of looking at his watch. “Well Alan, you now have the code. The war is over. The cellular army has been disenvowelled.” Amidst groans the staffroom began to empty, Alan cupped his right ear and bowed to Maggie. “Maggie, I give you the cellular salute and thank you from the top of my heart.” He was now a man with a mission. Bruce Hunter is a retired teacher, Nelson, BC. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8798,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, Number 4, March 2004 Co-operation, not ranking, improves learning by Pat Clarke The BCTF recently received a friendly invitation from the Fraser Institute to attend the unveiling of their latest inquiry on the state of the province’s schools. This one is entitled "Report Card on Aboriginal Education in British Columbia." The invitation states that "on every indicator of academic performance at both elementary and secondary levels the results are the same—Aboriginal student performance at even the highest ranked schools is barely average." It goes on to claim there is, however, considerable variation in the levels of academic success enjoyed by Aboriginal students, and this indicates that there are schools where these students do achieve well. All we have to do is find out what they do in these successful programs or schools and replicate it. The approach the FI is using is quite familiar to B.C. teachers. It is the research equivalent of the big-lie strategy in public relations—repeat often enough, and belief begins to set in. The FI has for many years perpetrated the notion that data obtained from test scores, either the FSA at the elementary school level or Grade 12 exams in secondary schools, can give us a reliable indication of how schools are doing. They will be doing the same in their "report card" on Aboriginal education. That is, doing a province-wide comparison of Aboriginal education entirely focussed on student achievement on paper and pencil tests. As a means of making judgments about the adequacy of school programs in general, this Victorian-era bromide for obtaining better results is simplistic and dangerous. For Aboriginal education, it is downright nasty and potentially disastrous. As always, the FI ignores the context. We know very well that the leading indicators of success for students, such as the socioeconomic circumstances they come from, are the primary determinants of how well they will do in school. For Aboriginal students, the consideration of these leading indicators is essential in planning for their success. The problem is that the reliance on results provided by test scores as a primary source of information diverts attention from root causes and focusses only on measurable outcomes. We know that an obsession with counting tends to focus our attention only on what is counted. For students who come to school with a complex array of issues from poverty to cultural dislocation, factory-model approaches to learning are too often exactly the wrong thing to do. A lock-step devotion to testing for example, is a good way to keep Aboriginal students away from schools, not in them. After many years of neglect and false starts, we have only recently started to turn the tide in Aboriginal education. We have seen the number of Aboriginal students who obtain Dogwood certificates almost double in five years. There are still far too many who are not succeeding in school, but the FI’s claim that the school system is failing, is a convenient overstatement that ignores some significant progress. That progress has begun mainly because we are paying more attention to the learning context for Aboriginal students. We are slowly making public schools more welcoming for Aboriginal students. We know that building a public school system that works for Aboriginal children requires an enormous and co-operative community effort. We know it requires resources dedicated to meeting the particular needs of these children, and programs that are sensitive to cultural and social circumstances. The BCTF has been trying to assist that development through our work with Aboriginal educators, a workshop program, and resource development specifically for Aboriginal teachers and learners. Making judgments about how well Aboriginal students are doing, based on standardized test results, doesn’t help. It does the opposite. A large-scale standardized testing program is nothing more than an expensive goose chase that drains resources from what we know really helps students succeed--smaller classes, relevant learning resources, learning assistance, and timely counselling. These are all features of a public school system that is devoted to success for every child. But the Fraser Institute evidently doesn’t have that as a priority. Once again, their mission is to undermine public confidence in public services and open the door to their friends and fellow travellers in the private sector looking to make a buck. Pat Clarke is the director of the BCTF’s Professional and Social Issues Division. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/BargainingAndContracts.aspx?id=4956,BCTF > BC Labour Relations Board Decision December 19, 2001, BCLRB No. B180/2002  	Bargaining and contracts  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers Aboriginal Education  Bargaining & Collective Agreements  Français  Health & Safety  New Teachers  Opportunities for Members  Pensions Professional Development  Professional Rights & Responsibility  Provincial Specialist Associations  Salary & Benefits  Teachers Teaching On Call  Teaching Resources  For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Bargaining and Contracts > Bargaining Rights > LRB Decisions Note: You may experience problems printing this document in some versions of Netscape. This document has been provided to the BCTF in HTML format by the B.C. Labour Relations Board. The BCLRB posts decisions on a weekly basis in PDF format at http://www.lrb.bc.ca/decisions/. You may wish to access the PDF version of the decision for printing purposes. BCLRB No. B180/2002     BRITISH COLUMBIA LABOUR RELATIONS BOARD       ALL BOARDS, AS DEFINED IN THE SCHOOL ACT, IN THE PROVINCE REPRESENTED BY BRITISH COLUMBIA PUBLIC SCHOOL EMPLOYERS' ASSOCIATION   ("BCPSEA")     -and-     BRITISH COLUMBIA TEACHERS' FEDERATION   ("BCTF")     -and-     CANADIAN UNION OF PUBLIC EMPLOYEES, REGIONAL OFFICE ON BEHALF OF CERTAIN LOCALS   ("CUPE")     -and-     BRITISH COLUMBIA PROVINCIAL COUNCIL OF CARPENTERS   ("Carpenters")     -and-             LOCAL 213 OF THE INTERNATIONAL BROTHERHOOD OF ELECTRICAL WORKERS,   ("IBEW")       -and-   TEAMSTERS LOCAL UNION NO. 31   ("Teamsters")     -and-     B.C. GOVERNMENT AND SERVICE EMPLOYEES UNION   ("BCGEU")       PANEL: Irene Holden, Associate Chair (Mediation) Lisa Hansen, Vice-Chair and Registrar Mark J. Brown, Vice-Chair   APPEARANCES: Judith C. Anderson, for BCPSEA Diane MacDonald and Doug Dorward, for BCTF Paul Tetrault, for CUPE Doug B. McCorquodale, for Carpenters Ron Dickson, for IBEW Don Davies, for Teamsters Keith Oleksiuk, for BCGEU   CASE NO.: 46340   DATE OF DECISION: May 23, 2002     DECISION OF THE BOARD     I.                     nature of application 1                     The Board has been dealing with the designation of essential services with respect to a dispute involving BCPSEA and BCTF over the past several months. 2                     With the proclamation of the Education Services Collective Agreement Act (the "Act") on January 27, 2002, the Board must consider whether any outstanding issues should be adjudicated, or considered academic or moot. II.                   position of the parties             BCPSEA 3                     BCPSEA argues that because the Act ends the collective bargaining dispute between BCPSEA and BCTF, the facts do not support proceeding with the adjudication.  To support its position, BCPSEA relies on Health Labour Relations Association of B.C., BCLRB No. B69/93 (Reconsideration of IRC No. C43/92, IRC No. C64/92 and Interim Order dated March 11, 1992) ("HLRA"); and Board of School Trustees of School District No. 36 (Surrey), BCLRB No. B389/98.             BCTF 4                     We will refer to BCTF's submission only.  All the other Unions support BCTF's position. 5                     BCTF argues that the matter is not academic or moot; the issue remains "live" based on the fact that other unions in the education sector are currently in collective bargaining.  [As of the date of this decision there are approximately six collective agreements outstanding with respect to support unions].  Therefore there is a possibility that the parties will be before the Board again in the near future making the same arguments. 6                     In the alternative, BCTF argues that if the Panel considers the matter moot, that the issue falls within four exceptions (outlined below) to the doctrine of mootness.  Accordingly, the Board should exercise its discretion and continue to adjudicate the matter. 7                     First, the dispute raises issues of significant public concern.  The Labour Relations Code (the "Code") amendments declaring education an essential service are new.  The Board has recognized that the interpretation of recent amendments to the Code can be of significant importance to the labour relations community, and therefore an otherwise academic issue should proceed to hearing: Sovereign General Insurance Company, BCLRB No. B451/94 (Leave for Reconsideration of BCLRB No. B275/94).  BCTF argues further that where a matter is of great importance to future collective bargaining in a particular industry, the hearing of a matter considered moot should proceed: Atkinson-Commonwealth, BCLRB No. 270/83 (Appeal of No. 19/83). 8                     Second, the adjudication will have a practical effect on the parties by providing some guidance regarding the teachers' right to withdraw their services in the event that essential service designations are required in any dispute between the School Districts and support unions. 9                     Third, the issues are likely to occur in future situations.  BCTF argues that timely judicial determination of the issues is not likely due to the Government's "propensity to intervene in collective bargaining disputes".  Therefore, in order to allow BCTF to exert maximum pressure at the outset in future disputes, the issue should be determined now. 10                  Fourth, due to the amount of resources spent on the process to date, and given that there is only one issue outstanding, BCTF argues that certainty in the law overrides any cost in having the merits adjudicated. III.                  analysis and decision 11                  We conclude that the matter is academic because there is no longer a live controversy between BCPSEA and BCTF due to the proclamation of the Act.  However, we must consider whether we should exercise our discretion and continue to adjudicate the matter in any event. 12                  The Board's policy in this regard is summarized in Schindler Elevator Corporation, BCLRB No. B169/95 (Leave for Reconsideration of BCLRB No. B420/94), at pages 10 and 11: The second preliminary objection raises the question whether this Section 141 application is moot in light of the fact that the labour dispute between Schindler and the Union is now resolved.  The Board's approach regarding the adjudication of matters which have been rendered academic is set out in Health Labour Relations Association, supra, and can be summarized as follows: (1)It is a well-established policy of the Board and its predecessors that the Board declines to adjudicate reconsideration of academic issues.  It has only rarely departed from its policy. (2)The Board will continue to follow the "mootness" doctrine set out in Borowski v. Attorney General of Canada (1989), 57 D.L.R. (4th) 231 (S.C.C.); namely, when a decision will not have the effect of resolving some controversy which affects or may affect the rights of the parties the court will decline to decide the case. (3)Where there is no longer a live controversy between the parties the Board retains a discretion to hear the academic matter if: (a)an adversarial relationship continues even though the dispute has been resolved, or (b)a determination will have some practical effect on the rights of the parties. (4)In exercising its discretion, however, the Board will consider the importance of the adversarial context and will balance the economics of judicial involvement against the social costs of continued uncertainty in the law. 13                  We acknowledge that the recent amendments to Section 72 of the Code as it relates to the education sector have not been fully adjudicated by the Board.  We acknowledge further that the parties and the Board have expended significant resources on this case.  More importantly, the parties have reached agreement on most of the components of the essential service orders issued to date.  The Board expects that the areas of agreement will be carried forward in future disputes. 14                  The outstanding issue, which is the extent to which teachers may withdraw fully from the classrooms, is an important one to BCPSEA, BCTF and the other parties.  We conclude that rather than continue with the current adjudication, this important issue can be addressed in one of two ways, without minimizing the efforts of all concerned to date. 15                  First, as was the situation in the health care industry subsequent to the HLRA case, the parties could request that the Board conduct a policy hearing prior to the expiration of the collective agreement to address the outstanding issue.  This would allow the parties to canvas the issue in an environment that is more conducive to positive problem solving, rather than during an expedited process, or shortly after this protracted and sometimes heated dispute. 16                  Second, if the support unions who are currently involved in collective bargaining reach an impasse and essential services need to be adjudicated, the issue remaining with BCTF will need to be resolved. 17                  Furthermore, the answer to the question at hand may depend on the timing of the dispute in relation to the school year.  Therefore, it may be more beneficial to address the issue when the exact circumstances are known; or within the context of a policy hearing where various scenarios can be canvassed. 18                  Given either of the above scenarios, BCTF's issue will be addressed without the need to continue the current proceedings. IV.               conclusion 19                  For the foregoing reasons, we conclude that the outstanding issue between BCPSEA and BCTF involving the designation of essential services is academic.  We decline to exercise our discretion to continue with the adjudication.   LABOUR RELATIONS BOARD     "IRENE HOLDEN"   IRENE HOLDEN ASSOCIATE CHAIR (MEDIATION)     "LISA HANSEN"   LISA HANSEN VICE-CHAIR AND REGISTRAR     "MARK J. BROWN"   MARK J. BROWN VICE-CHAIR About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=15638,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2008 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 20, Number 6, April 2008  Behind closed doors: BCCPAC’s questionable finances By Helesia Luke When the controversy erupted recently about one million dollars of playground grants randomly distributed through a lottery process run by the BC Confederation of Parent Advisory Councils (BCCPAC), I have to admit I was not surprised. Over the years, I have been concerned about a lack of financial information from BCCPAC and its reluctance to answer questions about its financial situation. When financial statements are presented at BCCPAC AGMs, it is common for someone in attendance to "call the question" after only a few members have had a chance to raise questions about the organization’s finances. Because of this practice, BCCPAC has answered very few questions about its finances, questions such as: Why is the organization so extraordinarily dependent on government funding (over 70% of BCCPAC’s revenue comes from government grants)? Why does BCCPAC carry over large, unrestricted surpluses each year when, typically, government grants must be spent prior to March 31? How has the organization carried out numerous publicly funded projects during a period of time when its number of paid staff declined? Last spring, after a string of Ministry of Education funding announcements for BCCPAC, I decided that a deeper inquiry into BCCPAC’s financial position was in order. I initiated a Freedom of Information (FOI) request. This request turned up much more than I expected. I was looking for documents that would be generated in the course of carrying out the work of developing and running a project. These documents, I hoped, would provide a more detailed picture of how BCCPAC was using millions of public dollars. Instead, the information I received painted a startling picture of an organization awash in cash with little or no reporting requirements and few staff members in place to carry out meaningful work. Over three years, BCCPAC received more than $4 million from the Ministry of Education. This included three contribution agreements—two in the amount of $268,000 for core operating expenses and $85,000 for The Advocacy Project. Both core-funding agreements require BCCPAC to "co-operate with the Province in making such public announcements regarding the services and the details of this agreement as the Province requests." As "the collective voice of parents" it seems a bit at odds that BCCPAC would agree to co-operate with the province on announcements and meet with the province to review its role, objectives, and activities. Surely, it is parents who should be reviewing the role of a parents’ organization. As I mulled over BCCPAC’s good fortune in receiving ever-increasing core funding during a period of intense cuts to public education, I read through the additional information in the package. Here was the biggest surprise—20 Letters of Award issued from the minister’s office between May 2004 and March 2007 amounting to a whopping $4,004,000. These single letters covered a range of topics from $150,000 given for "improving student achievement" to $600,000 for "developing a multiyear parent leadership program." Most of these letters contained few if any conditions. All required BCCPAC to acknowledge the province’s largesse. The last Letter of Award in the package stated that a grant of $1 million was being advanced for "developing a grant program to enable PACs to purchase playground equipment" and that "a cheque for that amount is enclosed." Surely, these single-page, sparsely worded letters were not the only documents related to $4 million of spending by a government normally preoccupied with accountability. Referring back to my original request for work documents, I had a series of follow-up calls with ministry staff. In those calls I asked for reports about these projects: How was the money spent? What were the outcomes? Is there a proposal from BCCPAC related to the $1 million for playgrounds? Is there a plan for how to distribute it? No, I was told, on all counts. We understand your request, ministry staff said, but they had sent me all the documentation about this funding that they had on file. The only other documents I might be able to obtain, they said, were photocopies of the cheques made before they were mailed. Even BCCPAC’s financial statements were not on file with the ministry despite their contractual option to ask for them. According to BCCPAC’s recently posted annual report, the organization has cash assets of over $2.4 million and revenue in 2007 of over $1.6 million. With a small staff and a volunteer board it is hard to imagine how this small organization is going to carry out any of the projects for which they received funding. After this story broke, so to speak, a few weeks ago in The Vancouver Sun, ministry staff called the reporter to say they would be providing further documentation related to this spending. To date, the ministry has not been able to shed more light on how these financial gifts were managed and why this particular organization is situated to receive millions in funding for programs it seems ill-equipped to deliver. Coincidentally, a few days after The Vancouver Sun story appeared, BCCPAC’s president announced a new grant program for parents wanting to hold a "parent education day" that includes a session on crystal meth. Interestingly, funding for this program—$500,000—was advanced to BCCPAC over two years ago, in March 2006, yet this seems to have been the first public announcement that grants were available. We still don’t know what, if any, other programs were delivered with the millions of dollars expended. Unfortunately, my search for a clearer understanding of how precious public education funding is spent in this area has raised many more questions than answers. Helesia Luke is a parent and public education advocate. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11366,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2001 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 14, Number 1, September 2001 President’s message BCTF President David Chudnovsky delivered this letter to Premier Gordon Campbell’s constituency office on August 23, 2001. Dear Mr. Premier: More than 500 teachers, members of the B.C. Teachers’ Federation, have been meeting this week in your constituency. We have met in the context of ongoing negotiations for a new collective agreement between our representatives and the British Columbia Public School Employers’ Association. Our members across the province are extremely upset at your governments’ imposition of "essential services" legislation that will make achieving a collective agreement much more difficult, and make disruption in our schools this fall much more likely. You have said many times that school strikes have caused four million lost school days since 1992. What you have not told the people of B.C. is that during that period there have been one billion days taught. In other words, 99.6% of the school days since 1992 have been teaching days, and only 0.4% have been affected by strikes. Students in our public schools have lost an average of 27 minutes a year to job action, significantly less than the disruption caused by colds, sniffles, dentist appointments, and family holidays. The Vancouver Sun has reported that you, Mr. Premier, when your own children were in school, removed them for two weeks in December to take them to Hawaii. That disruption to their education was 100 times what the average student has faced because of strikes. It is no wonder, therefore, that our members see your government’s legislation as political opportunism rather than protection of students. Mr. Premier, you and your ministers have claimed that you want the best education system in the world in British Columbia. We call on you to provide the resources necessary to make that wish a continued reality. The bargaining objectives of the province’s teachers include the following and each of these will help to improve the public education system in British Columbia: a reduction in teacher workload, improvements to students’ learning conditions no concessions, and most importantly, a significant increase in salaries and benefits. Your legislation will not provide a single new textbook. It will not assure one new library computer. "Essential services" legislation will not attract one additional teacher to British Columbia. Regardless of the actions of government, however, we will continue to advocate for teachers, students, and public education, and we will do so through collective bargaining. Teachers want to conclude a collective agreement at the bargaining table without any disruption in our schools. Your government has made that objective much more difficult. But we will negotiate a collective agreement that meets the needs of teachers and students, and we will do whatever is necessary to achieve that goal. Yours sincerely David Chudnovsky BCTF President Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8028,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 6, April 2005 Report-card templates for primary and kindergarten grades by Lori Robinson This is a letter the B.C. Primary Teachers’ Association (BCPTA) sent to Minister of Education Tom Christensen in February 2005. The BCPTA submitted a brief to your predecessor, Ms. Clark, expressing numerous concerns about the proposed report-card templates. Since then, with limited public participation, your office has released a revised template. The BCPTA has serious concerns about this report card format. Please consider the following: Inconsistency with the Primary Program: The Primary Program bridges Kindergarten and Grade 1, and Grade 2/3 goals. These goals are not separated by individual grade. All IRPs also bridge the K/1 and 2/3 goals. This was a deliberate decision based on current, valid educational research that supports that children develop at different rates and at different times. Not only are these templates contrary to the Primary Program philosophy, but the ministry goal of revising all of the existing IRPs to provide learning outcomes and achievement indicators for each grade is contradictory to evidence supporting the learning process and child development. By raising the achievement bar in the five areas of development, of which Intellectual Development comprises one part, it is unreasonable to assume that students will simply comply and learn faster. Learning Outcomes and Performance Standard support materials are set for end of the year expectations. How do teachers writing report cards in November and March use these curricular materials to effectively assess and report on progress? Is it the ministry’s intention to have teachers estimate how the student will finish, or measure them on the end-of year criteria and find students not meeting expectations for the first two terms? Teachers cannot be expected to predict how a student will finish at the end of the year-there are too many factors which make this highly unreliable. Work Habits: This is a highly subjective area. We do not want to see a provincial set of standards, because Work Habits are contextually dependent--there are rural/urban, cultural, age-based, and teacher-influenced factors that change the needs in each B.C. classroom. More importantly, teachers set goals for individual students based upon areas that need attention. This is another area that would be better served with anecdotal comments describing specific areas of growth and future development. Ways to Support Learning: It is educationally questionable that the comment box for support is twice as large for Kindergarten students, when compared with the space provided on the primary grade template. Does the ministry believe our youngest learners need remediating more than the other grades? This also puts a strong emphasis on students being at risk‚ more than at promise. Again, this comes back to the research on brain development and individualized learning rates. Simplification: Teachers will find the proposed format more complicated—13 boxes, comments for each, taking two full pages. Most teachers feel that this will extend the assessment, evaluation, and reporting processes—and take even more time. Computer access: Not every teacher has the software and computer operating system to support these templates at home and/or at school. Many schools have struggled to maintain their computer equipment and networks. Access to secure computers and servers that will safeguard privacy is inconsistent across the province. Furthermore, there is an unreasonable expectation that teachers will want or have computer and/or server access from home. Many locals across the province have technology change clauses in their collective agreements that will need to be respected and adhered to. Lack of recognition of Kindergarten as unique: There is more reporting space for reporting on reading, writing, social studies, and science than there is for social and emotional development. Kindergarten teachers will tell you that the most important goal is helping our new learners become accustomed to school, adjusting to the process, and becoming lifelong learners. The emphasis on intellectual development in the report templates is in conflict with the intention of the Primary Program—that there are five areas of development, equally important. There is also serious concern that Kindergarten teachers are expected to specifically comment on 13 specific areas (boxes) after two months of school, given that most Kindergarten students attend school for half days (150 minutes daily). Integration of subjects: According to the annotated template, if science and social studies are integrated with other subjects, they must be reported on in the other boxes and the spaces will be reallocated by the computer program. This would work if teachers only integrated two subjects, but most teachers work with a multidisciplinary approach to learning. Some expert teachers can combine four or more subjects/goal areas of the Primary Program all in the same lesson! Performance Scales: Children are wonderfully complex learners. Given that there are currently almost 700 prescribed learning outcomes in the first four years of school, it is very difficult to imagine that a student would be achieving at the same rate within any subject. This is especially evident in the Artistic and Aesthetic Development—this category includes dance, music and the visual arts, each a different process, with different subskills within. Within each grade, classroom, and even individual student, there are different objectives for the term, the week, and the day, and further contextualized by the activity and learning style of each learner. There is a complex science to teaching that cannot be reduced to sliding scales of progress. Some children are more vulnerable than others. Many special education students are not identified, by ministry standards, until after starting school. Many more children with learning disabilities are not identified until the intermediate grades. These are children who would, with the proposed templates, be identified as "not yet meeting‚" in most areas. Some children, as supported by the best research in child development and education, need more time to learn and are not ready at the same time as their classmates. Regardless of the source or cause of the delays in development, these children deserve the best supportive educational environment. Receiving a report card sprayed with "not yet meeting‚" marks could potentially damage a child’s self esteem. Further, that report card would not adequately reflect the progress each learner makes. This is a group of children who often have to work harder than their counterparts—and this template does not give credit for that growth. The Ministry of Education is trying to provide districts with a tool to standardize reporting for data collection and accountability purposes. However, given the assumptions and generalizations this report format requires of teachers, there are actually more opportunities for insinuations and oversimplifications. Teachers will be asked to rely on "intuition‚"—not a reliable method. The consistency sought by your ministry is simply not possible with this rigid reporting format. It may look the same, but will it mean the same, or convey the same depth and breadth of knowledge as an anecdotal format? The templates do not reflect the importance of conferencing with parents as part of the process. The daily data collected by teachers comes from a rich source of activities, observed, discussed, collected, marked, heard, and experienced within a very expansive context. Our youngest learners face additional challenges from these templates. Many students do not have access to preschools, and this has never been a prerequisite to starting school. Many students come from homes in which English is a second language or dialect, which will have a direct effect upon language acquisition, and therefore literacy skills. If a child is behind when first starting school, when there are no requirements to be able to attend school other than being five years old that year, are we assessing their learning, or are you asking teachers to assess children and the home education they received from their parents for the first five years? If we are trying to build ties to the homes and parents of our students, failing children as soon as they start school is absolutely not the way to accomplish it. Nor will this instill the love of learning. We would appreciate being able to meet with you or your staff on this critical matter. We represent our teachers, but also our students and the B.C. Primary Program: A Framework for Learning (2000). It is important to us that best practices in our schools and classrooms reflect the current, valid research in learning and teaching methods. We ask that you please include us in this process and take our professional experience and training into consideration. Lori Robinson is president of the B.C. Primary Teachers’ Association. lori_robinson@shaw.ca. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=31635&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2014 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 26, Number 4, Jan./Feb. 2014   Are you a new teacher? This page is for you  by Teri Mooring   New teachers often face challenges that many of their predecessors did not. They are entering the profession more than a decade after class size, teacher ratios, and composition language was stripped from collective agreements, making workloads substantially more difficult. Without a doubt, teaching is now more complex with fewer supports for both teachers and students. I recently had the opportunity to discuss these issues with a number of new teachers and with teacher-mentors. They generously shared insights about their experiences as new members. I compiled the following list of supports and services to address the concerns and needs they identified. Induction ceremonies are designed to officially welcome new members to the union. New teachers receive the BCTF Code of Ethics and a complimentary provincial specialist association membership.   The “New Teachers’ Workshop,” an introduction to the local union and the BCTF is often booked in conjunction with induction ceremonies. Some of the topics explored are the collective agreement, positive professional relationships, professional issues, the work of the union, and the importance of active participation by new members.   The New Teacher Mentoring Project is a joint program between the BCTF, UBC, BC School Superintendents’ Association, and the Ministry of Education. The project seeks to provide local, coherent, research–based, and sustainable systems of support for teachers in their early years. The BCTF is working on expanding this program throughout the province.   The New Teachers’ Conference is held every spring for pre-service teachers and members in their first five years of teaching. See ad, page 5.   Provincial Specialist Associations (PSAs) provide a space for members to exchange ideas about research, teaching strategies, and professional curriculum development. By joining PSAs, new teachers gain opportunities to collaborate and share their expertise in specific areas of interest. These 32 PSAs hold annual conferences, produce publications, and respond to issues to provide services to colleagues and students.   “The Practice of Teaching: A handbook for new teachers and TTOCs” is a comprehensive resource outlining everything from BCTF governance to classroom management, student reporting, practical classroom tips, and much more. A mobile version will be available this spring.   BCTF grants are available for locals to provide mentorship and training opportunities for members to undertake leadership roles and become involved in BCTF-related activities. Additionally, eight $500 grants are provided to a PSA, a local, or a zone conference that includes a signifi­cant component for new teachers and teachers teaching on call.   BCTF Provincial advisory committees are issue-based committees that provide excellent leadership opportunities for teachers from across the province. Teachers teaching on call, the committee for action on social justice, and Aboriginal education are examples of some advisory committees. The provincial TTOC committee also provides support to local TTOC contacts.   Peer Support and Peer Mediation are two separate programs designed to provide support to members. Peer support assists members with their teaching practice while peer mediation helps teachers undergoing member-to-member conflict resolve this conflict. These services are provided by highly skilled and experienced teachers.   BCTF website and social media. The website is a rich source of information on numerous topics. A Professional Learning Portal is currently under development and will house resources and provide discussion forums regarding the new government curriculum. Additionally, we encourage you to follow and contribute to the discussions on Facebook and Twitter. For more information about these opportunities and services, contact your local union office, and explore the bctf.ca website. _______________ Teri Mooring is BCTF Second Vice-President  )
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(20141008,thetyee.ca,http://thetyee.ca/News/2014/07/26/University-Carbon-Cash/,Colleges and Universities Finally Earn Back Carbon Cash | The Tyee About Advertise Follow Support RSS Topic Aboriginal Affairs BC Election 2013 BC Politics Education Energy Environment Federal Politics Film Food Gender + Sexuality Health Housing Labour + Industry Local Economy Media Municipal Politics Music Photo Essays Podcasts Politics Rights + Justice Science + Tech Transportation Travel Urban Planning + Architecture News Culture Opinion National MediaCheck Solutions Join Craving crack civic election coverage? Help fund it... News Colleges and Universities Finally Earn Back Carbon Cash Capital project funds don't equal millions paid in offsets, but they help. By Katie Hyslop, 26 Jul 2014, TheTyee.ca   Tweet UBC paid $1.5 million in carbon offsets last year, and with the government's Carbon Neutral Capital Program, is starting to see some of that invested back into the university. Photo by adpowers, Creative Commons licensed. Paying Too Much for Carbon Offsets? Enviro minister says BC's deciding what to do about excess cash collected from schools, hospitals. BC's Quest for Carbon Neutrality: Reports from Canada's Climate Policy Frontier Confused and Deflated: School Carbon Offsets Perplex Administrators Educators with tight budgets wonder why money they must pay won't go to greening school facilities. Read more: Education, Environment Close to $4 million in funding for carbon-reducing infrastructure doesn't sound like a lot of money when split between 20 projects for 18 public universities and colleges. But the provincial government's extension of the Carbon Neutral Capital Program to public post-secondary institutions is a welcome relief for schools that have been paying into the carbon offset pool since 2010 without seeing a dollar in return. In March, the province announced public hospitals and post-secondary institutions could now apply for funding grants for energy-reducing infrastructure, with money coming directly from the offset pool these institutions have been paying into at $25/tonne of greenhouse gas emissions for the last four years. The University of Victoria received $532,500 from the capital program for a geothermal project to heat and cool its new Centre for Athletics, Recreation and Special Abilities. That's significantly higher than the $332,000 it paid in carbon offsets for 2013, but lower than the roughly $700,000 it asked for. Now the university will have to cover the additional project costs using internal funds. But it's not complaining. "We are actually quite pleased with the changes the government made this year [to the Carbon Neutral Capital Program]," said Kristi Simpson, the university's associate vice-president of financial planning and operations. "We used to pay the [carbon] tax and then the funding was distributed to other entities in the province. [The change] allows the money to be re-invested into the post-secondary sector." 'Every dollar' to be returned: ministry Public kindergarten to Grade 12 schools have received capital funding grants from a $5-million annual pool of funding from the program since it was announced in 2012. In total, the Carbon Neutral Capital Program has a $14.5-million annual pool to split among the three sectors with $5.7 million in grants available to hospitals. The environment ministry told The Tyee Solutions Society via email the funds are slightly higher than the total offsets paid by each sector for 2013, which were $4,203,350 from the school districts; $3,405,875 from post-secondary institutions (which received $3.8 million in capital grants); and $5,796,975 from the hospitals. The numbers are only slightly lower than offsets in 2012. However, not every institution that paid offsets received a capital grant this year. In an emailed statement from the education ministry, a spokesperson said while the level of funding for those who do receive it varies from year to year, "over several years, every dollar a school district spends purchasing carbon offsets will return to the district through the [Carbon Neutral Capital Program]." For post-secondary institutions like the University of Victoria, this change marks the first time since carbon offsets became mandatory in 2009 that they received funding for energy-reducing capital projects from government. But the University of British Columbia, which received close to $720,000 to retrofit and upgrade laboratory exhaust systems on both its campuses this year, also received funding from the province's Public Sector Energy Conservation Agreement for a bioenergy research and development plant in 2009. The conservation agreement created in 2007 was a $75-million funding pot spread over three years and available to public sector organizations and institutions to help the government achieve 33 per cent reduction in greenhouse gas emissions by 2020. Thanks in part to its bioenergy plant and other sustainability initiatives, UBC has already achieved a 14 per cent reduction in emissions over 2007 levels, and with this new grant for lab retrofits, it's on its way to making it a 33 per cent reduction by 2015. UBC's Carbon Neutral Capital Project funding is only 80 per cent of the total cost for retrofitting and upgrading lab exhaust fans in the university's life sciences and earth sciences buildings, and it isn't even half of the $1.5 million the university paid in carbon offsets last year. The project will however reduce the Point Grey campus' energy consumption of about 300 gigawatt hours per year by 4.5 gigawatt hours, says Orion Henderson, director of sustainability and engineering at the campus. "We've certainly got a strong businesses case for affording [the retrofit project]," he said. "We've got about $270,000 a year in savings from the project." Competition for grant Some institutions like the College of New Caledonia in Prince George got exactly what they asked for. The college applied for $30,000 in funding for carbon dioxide detectors to help the John A. Brink Trades and Technology Centre determine the number of occupants in the building and adjust the heating and cooling levels appropriately. The college didn't have the amount it paid in carbon offsets in 2013 by press time, but a spokesperson said the new capital project would help reduce both emissions and costs for the institution. In his 2013 audit of the province's carbon tax, B.C.'s then-auditor general John Doyle criticized the government and the tax for failing to achieve a reduction in carbon emissions. He documented a six per cent increase in public sector emissions from 2010 to 2011, including a six per cent rise in post-secondary institution emissions. The Carbon Neutral Capital Project had not yet been introduced during the time period examined by Doyle's report, but since its inception it has put over $10 million into energy-reducing capital projects, which the province claims has reduced greenhouse gas emissions from public schools by over 3,000 tonnes, saving them $75,000 in carbon offsets and $800,000 in operations costs. Like the grants issued to school districts, Simpson said government has given institutions no guarantee they will receive as much funding next year for capital projects as they did this year -- especially if more of the province's 25 public post-secondary institutions apply for the grant next year. "My understanding is the government's goal over time is to make sure that people are [cost] neutral. I'm not sure how they'll manage that," she said. Of course, the University of Victoria would have preferred to receive capital funding starting the first year they had to pay for carbon offsets. "Our preference would have been that that money, as it is now, would have been directed back to the post-secondary institutions," she said. "But we're pleased now that it's been changed." Read more: Education, Environment Katie Hyslop reports on education and youth issues for The Tyee Solutions Society. Follow her on Twitter @kehyslop.   Tweet What have we missed? What do you think? We want to know. Comment below. Keep in mind: Do: Verify facts, debunk rumours Add context and background Spot typos and logical fallacies Highlight reporting blind spots Ignore trolls Treat all with respect and curiosity Connect with each other Do not: Use sexist, classist, racist or homophobic language Libel or defame Bully or troll Troll patrol. Instead, flag suspect activity. Please enable JavaScript to view the comments powered by Disqus. comments powered by Disqus LNG a chance, not a windfall, says BC throne speech Postmedia could soon own almost every English newspaper in Canada. What could possibly go wrong? VIEW: Voting for your principles is 'strategic voting' Petition opposes BC's 'potential muzzling' of non-profits More troubles for BC's big LNG plans Tirade at Tyee by immigration minister's top aide analyzed tweet by tweet Government slow to respond to FOIs? No need to tell Bob Mackin Converting ferries to LNG will save money, reduce fares: CEO See more » Tyee Video Picks Submitted by Tyee staff, Today Last chance to see 'The Vancouver Asahi' baseball story at VIFF. Where do these videos come from? From you. Suggest one here! Most Popular Can 'Cuisine' Make a Better School Lunch? What I Saw with a German Tour of the Oilsands Don't Give Postmedia More Local Monopolies First Nations 'Front and Centre Now': Pierre Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign How Much Do You Trust Canada's Wireless Giants? Christy Clark's No Pro at LNG Poker BC Filmmaking Duo Passes the Acid Test For Kids, the Meal Is the Message Most Emailed Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign For Kids, the Meal Is the Message Understanding Harper's Evangelical Mission Who'd Be a School Trustee in 2014? Why New Euro-Canada Treaty Is a Gift to Oil Firms BC Filmmaking Duo Passes the Acid Test We Must Heed Naomi Klein's Call China Deal Trumps Province, First Nations on Energy Projects: Treaty Expert Fired Researcher Who Killed Self Was Evaluating Drug Backed by Clark Climate Warriors Must Forge Stronger Alliances, Now Reported Elsewhere Postmedia could soon own almost every English newspaper in Canada (via DeSmog) Petronas CEO warns of 15-year delay to BC LNG project (via G&M) BC government apologizes for firing worker who later killed himself (via the Victoria Times-Colonist) From Tibet to Taiwan, China's outer regions watch Hong Kong protests intently (via the New York Times) It's a shame Jean-Claude Duvalier died a free man, says ex-UN prosecutor (via CBC News) Vancouver's cabbies take aim at Uber (via The Province) Keurig's coffee supremacy challenged by Canadian firm (via Yahoo! News) North and South Korea 'agree to talks' (via BBC News) See more » Your BC: The Tyee's Photo Pool Join The Tyee's Flickr group » View previous selections » Most Commented What I Saw with a German Tour of the Oil Sands (132 comments) Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign (76 comments) 'The Environment Is the Economy': MP Weston (106 comments) Fired Researcher Who Killed Self Was Evaluating Drug Backed by Clark (57 comments) Climate Warriors Must Forge Stronger Alliances, Now (53 comments) ISIS Threat: Let's Refuse to be Scared (79 comments) We Must Heed Naomi Klein's Call (309 comments) Christy Clark's No Pro at LNG Poker (38 comments) Six Steps to Protect Canadians from Flaws in China Trade Deal (128 comments) How Labour Unions Make Us Healthier (31 comments) About The Tyee National Pool Contributors Advertise Contact Funding Jobs Master Classes Privacy Policy Submissions Support The Tyee News Culture Opinion National Mediacheck Solutions Video Publications Tyee News Weekly Archives The Hook Other BC Blogs Reported Elsewhere Steve Burgess Murray Dobbin Michael Geist Crawford Kilian Rafe Mair Andrew Nikiforuk Shannon Rupp Bill Tieleman Dorothy Woodend Follow The Tyee Subscribe by email Subscribe by RSS Tyee Mobile App Managed Hosting by Gossamer Threads × Share article via email Send this article to: Your email address: Your message: Would you like to receive The Tyee's headlines free by email? Yes, every day. Yes, once a week. I already subscribe. No, thanks. Submit Show form again » Close)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11862,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2000 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 13, Number 1, September 2000 The Holocaust: Social responsibility and global citizenship Resource guide for intermediate teachers by Barry Krangle The Holocaust: Social Responsibility and Global Citizenship, for intermediate, and Canada and the Holocaust: Social Responsibility and Global Citizenship at Grade 11, are available for teachers to enrich their social studies curricula. “I did nothing special, and I don’t consider myself a hero,” was Vladyslav Kowalski’s comment when he was honoured in Jerusalem for helping 49 Jews survive the Holocaust. “But I think he was a hero,” contended one of my students. “He risked his life, his family’s life.” “I agree,” added another, “but Kowalski said he simply acted on his human obligation to the persecuted and suffering. He doesn’t think he’s a hero, but I do!” Kowalski’s story, along with those of Dr. Feng Shan Ho, Ellen Nielsen, Suguhara, and others are first-person accounts printed in the new intermediate Holocaust resource package that introduce students to the themes: human rights, resistance, choices, and the responsibilities inherent in global citizenship and social responsibility. Each story challenges students to identify and reflect on the roles perpetrators, victims, bystanders, and rescuers played throughout the Holocaust. The stories invite students to consider how they might act in or react to a situation that violates an individual’s rights. By sorting out the difference between a bystander and an activist, students learn about the choices and responsibilities we must take for our own actions. The Holocaust resource is fully integrated in a cross curricula fashion and lends itself to be wrapped around broad-based themes like justice, racism, decision making, terrorism, and violence, power, and hope. While field-testing the package with my Grade 7 class, I built our study of the Holocaust around the theme Discrimination. The resource served as a case study and provided us with a process to make inquiries into a number of local, national, and international issues. Guest speakers presented their stories and shared personal experiences associated with sexism, racism, the Chinese and Japanese in Canada, and issues connected with ethnicity and lifestyle. Visits to Chinatown, The Holocaust Education Center in Vancouver, a Sikh Temple, and the Sechelt Indian Band encouraged students to take action and speak out against acts of discrimination. Using the set of standards for social responsibility and citizenship, we devised a code of ethics for valuing diversity and exercising democratic rights and responsibilities within our classroom and in our community at large. Our theme culminated with groups of students devising plans and implementing leadership initiatives to practise active citizenship around the school and the community. Student actions included presenting a petition to the regional board to preserve the serenity of a local recreation area, partnering with seniors at an extended-care facility to conduct interviews and scribe biographies, volunteering at the food bank, cutting trails in a local park, facilitating a community-appreciation tea, and constructing an outdoor classroom in the forest behind our school. Students learned that their actions can have a great impact on the people and the community around them. The lessons in the Holocaust resource package open by having students participate in a series of activities that lay a foundation for understanding discrimination. Students are introduced to the terminology (prejudice, stereotype, racism, human rights) and relate the terms to what is happening in their lives on a daily basis. An inquiry that shows how broad generalizations can lead to stereotyping and behaviours and actions that can be hurtful and isolating encourages students to value diversity and exercise their rights and responsibilities. Once students have charted and classified the freedoms and rights they enjoy daily, they view the video Daniel’s Story, which is included in the package. Based on a composite of German Jewish families, the video traces how Daniel and his family were robbed of the rights and freedoms they enjoyed before Nazi occupation. Without dwelling on images of graphic horror to describe Nazi persecution, Daniel’s Story outlines the events leading up to the only time in history when a government systematically attempted to wipe out an entire people because they were of a particular religion. Daniel’s Story, along with the collection of first-person accounts, personalizes acts of bravery, courage, and altruism and emphasizes the message that people can make a difference. The lessons and principles embedded in the stories highlight models of exceptional behaviour and heroic actions to contrast the passivity of many, their mass behaviour, and the resulting injustice. The resource package also includes a detailed timeline, a historical overview, a set of guidelines for teaching the Holocaust, templates for assessing student performance, extension activities, and a series of student handouts to support the suggested instructional procedures. The Holocaust resource balances historical information and emotional impact. Its lessons emphasize positive elements about human behaviour during the Holocaust by focussing on rescue and resistance. By tapping into sensitivities that encourage hope, compassion, and active citizenship, the resource empowers students to reflect on the universal implications and applications about the Holocaust and think critically about the violations of human rights, that unfortunately, continue to plague us. Barry Krangle teaches at Roberts Creek Elementary School, Sunshine Coast. The writing team for the Holocaust resource included: Marilyn Berger (Canadian Jewish Congress) Elliot Din, Yad Vashem, Jerusalem Sandy Dore, SD 23 (Central Okanagan) David Ellison, SD 22 (Vernon) Nicole Kadin, SD 82 (Coast Mountains) Barry Krangle, SD 46 (Sunshine Coast) Thekla Lit, B.C., ALPHA (Association for Learning and Preserving the History of WWII in Asia) Joseph Tong, World War II in Asia Greg Smith, Curriculum Branch, B.C. Ministry of Education Richard Menkis, UBC Frieda Miller, Vancouver Holocaust Education Center Phil Moses, B.C. Principal’s and Vice Principal’s Association Sari Weintraubm, Vancouver Talmud Torah School Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/09/numbers-that-count.html?showComment0751349195819918,Staffroom Confidential: Numbers that count Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Saturday, September 29, 2012 Numbers that count Most of the education world is filled with numbers that shouldn't count. A book by John Hattie is making the rounds in BC and Canada. The book is used to develop a theme: that there is data-based evidence that class size and other working conditions don't matter that much, but teaching methods do. It is the usual message from the top - fix the teacher, not the conditions in which they work, or the conditions our children find themselves learning in. Hattie's book is a meta-analysis - a complicated set of edubabble statistics to apparently show what is effective and not by reducing hundreds of studies on factors that influence student outcomes down to a single number. Finances: .12 (small). Peer tutoring: .5 (medium). Instructional quality: 1.0 (huge). Just one small problem - what is he actually measuring, and should it be measured in the first place? What is a good student outcome? What did these studies measure? Our data-obsessed world produces an awful lot of questionable data, based on questionable assumptions. First and foremost in the education world is that "school quality" or good "outcomes" are measured by standardized test results. This goes to the very heart of what schooling and education are about. Are they about doing an algebra problem correctly? Or are they about the broad range of knowledge, skills and abilities that enrich our lives and our society. Professor Alfie Kohn has written on this subject at length and provides some healthy skepticism to the world of edu-statistics. In "Schooling Beyond Measure", he notes: The habit of looking for numerical answers to just about any question can probably be traced back to overlapping academic traditions like behaviorism and scientism (the belief that all true knowledge is scientific), as well as the arrogance of economists or statisticians who think their methods can be applied to everything in life.  The resulting overreliance on numbers is, ironically, based more on faith than on reason.  And the results can be disturbing. In education, the question “How do we assess (kids, teachers, schools)?” has morphed over the years into “How do we measure…?”  We’ve forgotten that assessment doesn’t require measurement -- and, moreover, that the most valuable forms of assessment are often qualitative (say, a narrative account of a child’s progress by an observant teacher who knows the child well) rather than quantitative (a standardized test score).  Yet the former may well be brushed aside in favor of the latter -- by people who don’t even bother to ask what was on the test.  It’s a number, so we sit up and pay attention.  Over time, the more data we accumulate, the less we really know. All that said, I am of the belief there are a few numbers that we should pay attention to. Here are some. 1. The graduation rate in BC is 80%. This compares to 96% in Denmark. (see: http://www.data360.org/dsg.aspx?Data_Set_Group_Id=1653) Clearly we can do better at getting most students through high school and to a diploma. A little breakdown of BC's graduation rates is also instructive: for both special education students and aboriginal students the number is around 50%. Just this little bit of information is plenty for some policy decisions - we need to seriously re-invest in special and aboriginal education. And by re-invest I don't mean test more, for more data, but teach more, for more learning. 2. Class sizes. It seems to me it is the most basic and obvious thing that the amount of teacher time any student has access to will directly impact their learning. The same obvious fact holds true of group homes, foster homes and day cares, where adult/child ratios are mandated. At the extreme, hundreds of children with a few adults can result in serious physical and psychological damage (remember those Romanian orphanages ). But more back to our world, as every parent knows, a class of twenty is better than a class of thirty. More teacher time. More one-on-one instruction. More ability for the teacher to ensure pro-social behaviours. More time to address individual learning needs. It may be that a teacher can produce high standardized test scores with classes of thirty, forty or more, but is that what parents want when they send their children to school? A simple answer to this question came to my door last week. The Globe & Mail included in the paper a glossy magazine, "Our Kids: Canada's Private School Guide". For each school in the directory, they list basic information: Grades, Gender, Boarding options, Cost, Contact Information and just one other thing: Average Class Size.  Here is a little "data" regarding class size averages in Victoria, where I live: Glenlyon Norfork: 18 - 20 St. Margaret's School: 14 - 20 St. Michael's University School: 18 - 20 Queen Margaret's School: 18 Shawnigan Lake School: 14 -15 Public schools: 18 - 27 Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 10:36 AM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 2 comments: Kathy CouchSeptember 29, 2012 at 3:18 PM Public school parents should be up in arms over the above stats. They should demand equal opportunities for their publically educated children and that public tax money go to their children's schools.ReplyDelete Health&SafetyOctober 2, 2012 at 9:36 AM Edubabble is a good way to present it. Bill Gates, Sir Ken Robinson et al all love to use this type of statistical loop dee loop to illustrate that teachers, unions and their pensions are the problem. Most "research based evidence" in education is not worth the paper it is written on and one could predict the outcome from the hypothesis. Kieran Egan's book "Getting it Wrong from the Beginning", is an excellent analysis and critique of the underlying philosophical thinking behind much of educational thinking, including the research. Education does provide our young with the knowledge, skills and abilities to operate in our society. It develops the cognitive skills to allow more deeper thinking, self confidence that help the individual develop. Vygotsky is right, "learning precedes development." It is through the group that we become individuals. The maxim is true, weighing the pig more often does not make the pig fatter.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ▼  September (6) Numbers that count Chicago teachers push back "reform" agenda Public school teachers or corporate online learnin... On facts versus skills... Chicago teachers strike over class size, wages More educational change? Really? ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media jthornthwaite last tweet "Read #BC's Blueprint in English, Punjabi, Chinese & French! http://t.co/cUCdVsL7BA #findyourfit #diverse #northvan http://t.co/cUCdVsL7BA" @jthornthwaite - 07:37pm Follow @jthornthwaite BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=15190&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2008 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 20, Number 5, March 2008 New law protects wages Canadian workers have won new protection for their wages and their pension contributions when their employer goes bankrupt. Bill C-12, a series of amendments to existing insolvency and wage protection laws, has become law. Working men and women used to lose $50 million a year in unpaid wages when companies went bankrupt and then they waited for two years to receive only 15 cents on the dollar. After an intensive three-year campaign by the Canadian Labour Congress and its affiliated unions, bankruptcy laws that unfairly put workers last in line to get paid have been changed. "Finally, workers no longer have to fear the prospect of lost earnings owed to them while dealing with the blow of the loss of their jobs." says CLC president Ken Georgetti. The new law also provides for protection of unpaid pension contributions. Workers’ collective agreements are also now protected from unilateral changes by bankruptcy judges. Changes can only be made with the agreement of the union. "Canadians have been waiting a long time for these protection measures. It is not just unionized workers that will benefit but every working woman and man in Canada will have this protection as soon as the government proclaims the new law," says Georgetti. – CLC/CALM)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=19876&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 2, October 2009  Aboriginal education in a social justice union, Part 2 By Christine Stewart I now turn to the broader question of how the BCTF Aboriginal Education Advisory Committee works on Aboriginal education in the context of what is called social justice unionism. To date in BC, we have 275–300 self-identified Aboriginal teachers who are members in the BCTF. This number fluctuates and we have experienced a decline over the years. There are many pressures on Aboriginal teachers. They are more often than not called upon to be the “cultural brokers” for all the Aboriginal concerns within both the district and the schools in which they teach. Aboriginal teachers experience the pressure of educating their colleagues on all issues, ranging from the very basic to the complex, that face Aboriginal people. Aboriginal teachers often feel that as the brokers of Aboriginal culture and community, they are on display—taken out of the cupboard for show and returned once their usefulness as showpieces has been fulfilled. The pressures on Aboriginal teachers are enormous, and it has been difficult to find non-Aboriginal teachers who are willing and able to share the load. Aboriginal teachers are pressured to be homogenous and fit into multicultural or global education. It is the pressure on Aboriginal teachers that makes the Aboriginal Education Advisory Committee so important. The committee gives us the strength and the ability to acquire understanding and apply indigenous knowledge as an emancipatory process against the backdrop of our colonial past that has served to deny indigenous rights. This is what keeps us together when we are feeling uneasy and uncertain. The challenges of social justice There are a number of challenges I see in how a union committed to social justice, as the BCTF is, can simultaneously hold onto ideals of unionism and social justice in public education and incorporate the concerns of the Aboriginal community at the same time. Both Aboriginal teachers and children can be used as a starting point to have a dialogue on social justice, but the problem—it is important to stress—is not one that arises from specific Aboriginal issues. Rather, the problem is that of the inequality and discrimination resulting from embedded ethnocentrism, which is rampant in our society and our schools. The challenges are captured in how we make and create space for others on their terms. In Anti-racism Education, George Sefa Dei writes: “…New solidarities must seek to rupture the political, economic and ideological status quo and challenge society to side with the forces of social justice, peace and human dignity. The personal risks taken in advocating for social change are real and insidious, particularly given the mounting organized resistance against progressive change.” (p. 18) I believe the leadership of the BCTF in 1999 boldly facilitated progressive change in this house of labour for all members of the BCTF. They understood that the issue of Aboriginal education had to be brought within a general framework of antiracist education, while at the same time providing Aboriginal educators with a place to stand within the union. They encouraged the development of the Aboriginal Advisory Committee and they made certain that there was an administrative staff person for Aboriginal education in the Professional and Social Issues Division of the union. It has made a great difference. For the first time, everyone involved in the union appeared to acknowledge the devastating impacts colonization has had and continues to have on children and communities. To date, the Aboriginal Education Advisory Committee has been immersed in substantial intellectual work (in association with the larger union). It has developed new and progressive policies, and has signed-off on provincial language indicating a commitment to employment equity for Aboriginal teachers. Now, it must navigate these policies and articulate what is to be done. The real project work for employment equity begins both inside the Federation and in the local teacher union leadership. Employment equity for Aboriginal teachers has caused great concern for all involved. Some of the initial reactions voiced by the membership include: Are these teachers going to be qualified? Affirmative-action policy hires on numbers and not merit. What about my child who is in teacher education now? Why do they need this? I did it, why can’t they? These questions suggest that people are losing something by addressing Aboriginal concerns. They appear to be very disruptive to “white” working people in general, and teachers are no exception, especially in these lean times of economic security with declining enrolment and school closures. Teachers have not always shared a common understanding of the social justice issues that stem from First Nations policies adopted by the BCTF that were designed to improve the conditions of Aboriginal education in the province. And there are still problems. There are still those who think the union must first attend to the rights of the whole, and then later to those who are excluded by discrimination from the rights enjoyed by the majority. They don’t understand how this weakens the union. In The house that race built, Stuart Hall writes: “Symbolic lines are drawn…and power uses differences as a way of marking off who does and who does not belong… The future belongs to those who are ready to take in a bit of the other, as well as being what they themselves are. After all, it is because their history and ours is so deeply and profoundly and inextricably intertwined that racism exists.” (p. 298) Unions have been down this path before with workers facing powerful employers and women wanting the same basic and equal labour rights as their male counterparts. Aboriginal educators strive for that same equality now. If the BCTF were to merely focus on workers’ rights and benefits, it would have to abandon its belief that teachers care for all our students, and it would have to ignore the fact that not every child in public education comes from a place of privilege. Most of the members of the BCTF do not want to abandon this belief, but turning it into practice is the real question. It is this practice that will define the union. And there is still a lot of resistance to it. As the past Aboriginal education co-ordinator trying to put these beliefs into practice, I ended up as a “cultural broker” for all Aboriginal teachers. In spite of my union’s commitment to social justice, my work often put me in awkward situations and sometimes created great tensions. In this situation, the Aboriginal Education Advisory Committee is key to being able to do the job with integrity. I had to be there for them and keep in close touch—so I didn’t forget the direction we were suppose to go. It is not easy to push in this direction. It is not easy to always remember that I was in service to my people, my union, and fellow educator’s students and families. Even in a social justice union like the BCTF, those who are thought of as doing the “special” work of social justice—the work done in the Professional and Social Issues Division—are not seen as doing the real union work, like member rights and collective bargaining. This “special” work was in effect marginalized. The union appears to be going in the right direction in terms of formal policy. However, when the real work needed to be done, support was often not forthcoming. One must take on this kind of work with the mindset of a fight, which is a perspective that I and the Aboriginal Education Advisory Committee are not comfortable with. But we are all stuck with it. Nobody should have to fight inside her or his own union. The challenge can be very draining and takes its toll on the individual worker. It’s easy to say, “I’ll fight for a 10% raise for you next year” or “you deserve smaller class sizes.” But, it is not so easy to approach people who seem to be supportive and say to them, “you’re part of the problem. You have to change. You need to be aware of your privilege and how it affects others.” Real change can happen. There is a need for this change, but the group seeking this change is small. They are outsiders. They are Aboriginal. At the same time, and very important in the BCTF, they have an advisory committee that is developing some influence. It will need ongoing interrogation of positions of privilege, between all concerned. I believe we can build coalitions that will support and facilitate ongoing changes inside of the union. Again, this will not be easy. As Charlotte Bunch argues: “Challenges to oppressive attitudes and the resistance with which they are met are responsible for many of the problems arising [in coalitions].” But, unless there is a willingness to change these oppressive attitudes and behaviours, coalition building will be seriously impeded. Coalition building is a central component of constructing better opportunities and experiences for the future for our union and us as indigenous educators. It is the individual who experiences oppression, but that oppression must be addressed and overcome collectively. Christine Stewart teaches at Britannia Secondary School, Vancouver, and is a member-at-large, BCTF Executive Committee.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media last tweet "" @ - 12:00am Follow @ last post "" facebook/ - Jan 1st Like Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/IssuesInEducation.aspx?id=10878,BCTF > Budget Summary 2007  	BCTF > Issues in Education  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Issues in Education > Education Finance Budget 2007: The Housing Budget Budget 2007 is “the housing budget” with a commitment of $250 million to build a housing legacy the focus of the budget speech but very little for public education. K-12 education is mentioned briefly in the budget speech. A stated 4.1% increase in the overall K-12, public and private education budget over the current school fiscal year is noted, but a careful review of the accompanying documents yields little detail on how that 4.1% is allocated and exactly what is included in it. Reference is made to the previously announced $40 million Children’s Education Fund, the $1,000 investment for every child born in BC in 2007, and to the “compensation packages and service improvements achieved at the bargaining table in 2006.” The provincial surplus continues to be conservatively estimated. The 2006 estimate of $600 million was updated to $2.85 billion. Despite continued economic growth, the surplus for next year is estimated at $400 million despite forecasts for strong economic growth. The Education Service Plan The focus of this year’s education plan continues to be accountability, testing to measure student achievement, and a three year funding plan that sees an average of 2.5% increase in overall education budgets. A significant change to the Education Service Plan document compared to last year is the inability to separate the funding amount allocated to public and private education. Previously the amount of the core budget allocated to public school was a separate line item. This year education programs are lumped together, making it difficult to calculate the change in public education funding. However, if one assumes public and private education are funded at the same proportions this year as last year (i.e., 96% of core budget to public K-12 education and 4% for private schools) the calculated increase over last year for public education is 2.5%. This is likely an underestimate given the increased public funding going to private schools.  The focus of the service plan this year continues to be student achievement, accountability and literacy with a focus on 3 of the 5 “great goals” (1. most literate jurisdiction on the continent; 2. healthy living and physical fitness; 3.  and support for persons with disabilities, special needs, children at risk and seniors). Performance measures have changed little and include: completion rates, national and international assessments, physical activity (indicator under development), healthy food sales in schools, industry training programs, post-secondary transition rate, student and parent satisfaction with education choices, accountability contract goals, adult literacy, FSA and provincial exam results, and finally school readiness. Public libraries funding increased 17% over last year but no mention is made of school libraries. Ministry FTEs will increase from 313 in 2005 to 322 in 2007. The full text of the Education Service Plan is available online. About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=16784,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2008 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 2, October 2008  Class-size and class-composition contest By Larry Kuehn Name the most ridiculous reason for certifying that a class is “appropriate for student learning.” This is a contest to find the most inappropriate reason given by a principal for putting more than 30 students in a class. Section 76.2 of the School Act requires that the principal must provide, within 15 days after the school opening day, a report on the proposed organization of classes that is “appropriate for student learning.” Section 76.3 of the School Act requires that the superintendant must provide on or before October 1, a report to the Board and DPAC that includes “a rationale for the organization of any class in the district that has more than 30 students.” The report must indicate that the organization of classes “is, in the opinion of the superintendent, appropriate for student learning.” Surely the intent of these requirements is to ensure that school and district administrators actually make a decision that every class with more than 30 students is really “appropriate for student learning,” not just organized for administrative convenience. The rationales provided in the reports required by law should speak to the needs of students, ensuring that the learning conditions are appropriate for all the students in the class. Some of the rationales provided in district reports last year included. Blank (no rationale given). Childcare worker. Two peer tutors. Other than student choice, there really isn’t a particular rationale. No alternative—all sections filled. No other classes available to put students into. Given the school demographics and financial resources available, the learning conditions in this class are appropriate. Some districts used a fill-in-the-blanks list of seven items. In one district—”Timetabling considerations” was used more than 350 times. Suitable instructional grouping of students (62 classes on one district use this rationale or a slight variation of it). Academic needs of the students are best met in this class (76 classes are given this identical rationale). Tell us if you think you were given a more ridiculous reason by the principal for the claim that more than 30 students is “appropriate for student learning.” Entries (without identification) will be published in a future issue of the Teacher. Send your entry to contest@bctf.ca. – Larry Kuehn Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=20208,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 3, November/December 2009  Teacher-librarians on the loose at the legislature A group of teacher-librarians representing the BC Teacher-Librarians’ Association (BCTLA) visited the legislature on National School Library Day, October 26, 2009. On October 26, several MLAs, some joined by members of the BCTLA team, supported Drop Everything and Read (DEAR) by going to Greater Victoria elementary schools and reading with students. Other members of the group met with Adrian Dix and Shane Simpson in the Opposition Caucus room and discussed with them substantive issues surrounding teacher-librarianship and public education. Vancouver examples proved worthwhile as these engaged the interest of Dix and Simpson. The Vancouver teacher-librarians who were on the team are very familiar with the working and learning conditions of Vancouver school libraries and were able to provide accurate and devastating statistics to demonstrate the inequities between schools (e.g., two school libraries, in schools with similar student FTEs, with vastly different teacher-librarian staffing levels) which are a result of the lack of funding, the removal of ratios from the contract, and the lack of leadership from the ministry (refusal to refresh Developing Independent Learners: The Role of the School Library Resource Centre), all combined with site-based decision making. Later in the morning, Pat Parungao met with Liberal MLA Richard Lee and showed him the school library inquiry video, created by the Vancouver teacher-librarians’ inquiry group. (http://schoollibraryprogram.pbworks.com/Video-Project). Meanwhile, the other members of the group visited the Legislative Library and found common ground there talking with the library staff. The library is spectacular, and still houses a card catalogue and microfiche for items that have not yet been added to an electronic database. The group worked with the librarians to have a copy of the book, The Fourth Way: The Inspiring Future of Educational Change by Andy Hargreaves and Dennis Shirley ordered, and directed toward the MLAs we met with. Following this, at the appointed time in the day, the group participated in the DEAR Challenge in the beautiful surroundings of the Library Reading Room. Members of the team met for lunch with Robin Austin, the opposition education critic, and Diane Thorne, deputy education critic. We discussed a wide range of issues around school libraries and education in general, including class size and composition (and the recent ruling), learning resources selection, support for Aboriginal learners, recent cuts affecting K–12, the overall lack of funding for K–12 including the trustees’ call to delay all-day Kindergarten, and the growing federation of all education stakeholders in support of renewed funding for the K–12 system. Before the meeting, the NDP did not know of the recently exposed Liberal cut to BC ERAC (Educational Resource Acquisition Consortium) ($1.2 million ministry grant reduced to $500,000). Thorne and Austin were engaged by the description of initiatives under way in school libraries to support learning, such as the automation of SD43’s Aboriginal Education Library. They also seemed very interested in the large number of post-secondary degrees possessed by the team members. It just came up as a comment, but the fact that in particular one team member has five post-secondary degrees demonstrated the expertise of teachers working in school libraries and in the K–12 system as a whole. We believe that the best part of this meeting was forming relationships that will hopefully continue in some form or another. At 1:00 p.m., the entire group reconvened and picked up our reservation/seating passes, left our belongings at the security check and passed through the metal detector into the gallery. Very few MLAs were in session on each side of the house. It almost seemed as if the MLAs asking questions were positioned in relation to the MLAs behind and beside them in a way such that when the Hansard TV camera was on each of the speakers it appeared as if more MLAs were in the house. Private members speeches about National School Library Day were given by MLA Ron Cantelon and MLA Diane Thorne (Coquitlam/ Maillardville). We were happy to hear that Ron Cantelon’s daughter-in-law is a teacher-librarian and that Ron supported DEAR. Diane’s speech presented a thorough understanding of the role of school library programs, mentioning inquiry and critical thinking. As an aside, we were joined in the gallery by individuals introduced as leading members of the technology industry as well as the leader and deputy leader of the BC Green Party. Kevin Krueger, in his non-answering of questions about the effects of the HST on the tourism industry, mentioned that he had just met with the technology group and that they had told him that they “love the HST”! At this, members of the technology group in the public gallery burst out laughing. The BCTLA team felt quite at home at the legislature and used every resource in our lobby efforts. We think the BCTF was very well-served by letting a group of teacher-librarians loose on the legislature building. The team proved very resourceful, one of many speciality-area-related capacities, including also a propensity for information seeking and provision, which was employed during the day. We felt that the visit was very valuable and we look forward to the BCTF pursuing more opportunities to work directly with MLAs, including providing the Opposition with information about cuts to the K–12 system and statistics that may assist the Opposition in their efforts in Question Period and in estimates debates. We were pleased to see this as focus in the BCTF Executive key decisions from October 21–22, 2009. We were very happy to be able to bring our knowledge to the table in support of BCTF, BCTLA, and K–12 public education in general, and thank the BCTF for supporting our lobbying visit. We look forward to more of our members meeting with MLAs in ridings when the current session breaks. We hope next year to have National School Library Day finally proclaimed, and will begin work early on more MLAs’ participation in DEAR. We do hope that next year they will read in the legislature (not just loudly thump their desks and voice agreement when the suggestion was made that the MLAs read after question period). Representing BCTLA through the BCTF: Heather Daly (BCTLA president), Karen Lindsay (BCTLA vice-president Advocacy),Moira Ekdahl (BCTLA liaison chair), Val Hamilton (BCTLA web steward), Michele Farquharson (BCTLA continuing education co-chair), Sandra Hedley, Kathy Inglis, Geoff Orme, Pat Parungao (former BCTLA president), Mark Roberts (former BCTLA president), and Cheriee Weichel. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media last tweet "" @ - 12:00am Follow @ last post "" facebook/ - Jan 1st Like Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/sam-sullivan/gtm.js/,Sam Sullivan for Vancouver-False Creek - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Sam Sullivan A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-False Creek Support Sam BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media sam_sullivan last tweet "Thank you @korsrudjohn and the #HardRubberOrchestra for a great concert last night!! @LynnZan" @sam_sullivan - 11:15pm Follow @sam_sullivan BC Liberal Party last post "The Best in the West! #GOCanucksGO " facebook/BCLiberals - Sep 29th Like BC Liberal Party Sam Sullivan was elected MLA for Vancouver-False Creek on May 14, 2013. Prior to being elected to the Legislative Assembly, Sam served as Mayor of Vancouver from 2006 to 2009 and as a Vancouver City Councillor from 1993 to 2005. He currently sits on the Select Standing Committee on Crown Corporations, the Select Standing Committee on Public Accounts and the Legislative Review Committee. Sam is the founder of the Global Civic Policy Society, host of the Public Salons Series and its 1/2 hour weekly program on Shaw TV, the Greeting Fluency Initiative and smart phone app, and is an Adjunct Professor at the UBC School of Architecture and Landscape Architecture. Sam is also the founder of the Sam Sullivan Disability Foundation and six organizations that currently support quality of life initiatives for people with disabilities across Canada. For this he was made a Member of the Order of Canada. During his time as Mayor of Vancouver he was responsible for upgrades in the Orpheum, Queen Elizabeth and Playhouse Civic Theaters, the Olympic Streetcar Demonstration Project, the creation of the Street to Home Foundation and the initiation of the largest increase in social housing in several decades on 14 city sites. Sam is Vice Chair of the Rick Hansen Institute and was made an Honourary Member of the College of Family Physicians of Canada in recognition of Òhis work on behalf of inner-city populations.Ó He has received the Christopher and Dana Reeve’s Award and the Terry Fox Award for helping to improve the quality of life for people with disabilities, and is an Honourary Major in the BC Regiment on Beatty Street. Sam and his partner Lynn are longtime residents of Yaletown. Get in touch with Sam Vancouver-False Creek Constituency Office 201-1168 Hamilton Street Vancouver, BC V6B 2S2 Phone: (604) 775-2601 Fax: (604) 775-2607 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0916 Email Sam Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/01/should-bc-teachers-get-salary-increase.html?showComment=1326122658880,Staffroom Confidential: Should BC teachers get a salary increase? Myths & Realities Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Saturday, January 7, 2012 Should BC teachers get a salary increase? Myths & Realities NOTE: There is an updated version of this post for those of you reading it in 2014! BC teachers are in contract negotiations asking for a fair deal. What do we mean by fair exactly? Teachers would like improvements in three areas: class size/composition, salary and benefits, and changes to the bargaining structure. As far as class size, we want only what was taken in 2002. We want the government to go back to the class sizes in place at that time and restore the funding so Boards can achieve this. For bargaining, we want to negotiate more items locally with our elected Boards. This facilitates diversity, community involvement, and local programs and solutions. It is not a cost item and is how teachers used to negotiate in the 1990's - very successfully. For salary and benefits, teachers want to "keep up" and "catch up". What do we mean by that? We want to keep up with inflation, and we want to catch up with Canadians in other provinces. Teachers in BC now rank 8th in salaries across Canada, despite the fact that our cost of living is one of the highest and that BC weathered the recession better than most other provinces. BC has been out of recession since 2010 and is forecasting moderate growth for the next year. Unfortunately, the government's position has and continues to be 'net zero'. The government claims that taxpayers cannot afford increases to public sector wages and that wages must remain flat because the government is running a deficit. Do these arguments make sense? Are they justified? Or should teachers receive a wage increase? Here are my answers to these questions. Myth #1: Teachers should not get a wage increase because of the government deficit Reality #1: There was no deficit when the Liberals took power in 2001. Through a series of income tax cuts and corporate tax cuts, the Liberals went from a surplus to a deficit. Yes, the recession of 2009 impacted government revenues. But not as much as tax cuts have. Moreover, the government has found plenty of money for spending when it feels the spending is a priority. There was money for the BC Place roof ($500 million). There was money for the Olympics (over $1 billion). There was money for smart meters ($900 million). There was money for new government network systems ($1.2 billion to Telus). There seems to be plenty of money for the CEO's of crown corporations like BC Ferries (David Hahn's pension value - over $10 million). The fact is that the government is using the deficit that it created as an excuse to take money away from public services and the people who provide them. The money is there. It is a matter of priorities. It is simply unfair to make one group of workers pay for a deficit created by tax cuts to other people and corporations. Private sector workers are seeing increases. Other public sector workers are seeing increases (for example, Vancouver police with 8.8% over 33 months). Why should one group be singled out? Moreover how is it fair to make middle income earners pay for tax cuts that disproportionately benefited the wealthy and corporations? It just isn't. Myth #2: The 'net zero' wage freeze is fair because it impacts all public sector workers Reality #2: Only those workers covered by the Public Sector Employer's Council are impacted, and that does not include all public sector workers. Fire fighters are not under 'net zero'. Police are not under 'net zero'. Even school Superintendents are not under 'net zero'. Nurses are not under 'net zero' because they negotiated in 2009, supposedly before the 'net zero' mandate was implemented, but certainly at the height of the recession. How is it fair that these workers can negotiate increases and other workers can't? Myth #3: BC teachers already have high salaries Reality #3: After five years of university training, BC teachers begin with a wage in the low $40's, if they are full time. Many teachers only get part time work for the first 3-5 years of their career. It takes ten years of full time work to reach the maximum salary, which is about $75,000 for most teachers. BC teachers rank 8th in Canada compared to teachers in other provinces. A teacher in BC earns on average $20,000 less than a comparably experienced teacher in Alberta and $15,000 less than one in Ontario. Yet BC has the highest cost of living and the highest housing prices in the country (http://www.theprovince.com/business/City+house+prices+continue+ascent/5943834/story.html). Myth #4: 'Net zero' isn't a pay cut, so it is fair Reality #4: In September, when the new school year began, year over year inflation was at 3.2% according to the Consumer Price Index. When teachers got their first paycheque of the year, they had 3.2% less buying power. This is what matters. This January, teachers, along with other workers, will see increases to their CPP payments, their EI premiums, and their MSP premiums. Many contracts have automatic cost of living increases, but ours does not. Without any increase, teachers will fall behind. Myth #5: Teachers are asking for too much Reality #5: Teachers want to keep up with inflation. Teachers want to catch up with their colleagues in other provinces. Teachers took four years of zero increases since 1998. Teachers traded salary for smaller class sizes and those class size provisions were later eliminated. It is perfectly reasonable to ask for cost of living increases and wage adjustments to catch up with our Canadian colleagues. Myth #6: Teachers are asking for $2 billion Reality #6: The true number is probably many times less. BCPSEA (the employer) made many erroneous assumptions in order to come up with a hyper-inflated costing number. For example, they assumed that every single teacher would take their full bereavement leave entitlement every single year. In fact, teachers often take bereavement leave once or twice a decade or once or twice in their whole career. They assumed every teacher would take extra sick days if they were available. In fact, we know from Statistics Canada that teachers take an average of 7.7 days per year which is already less than their entitlement, so increased entitlement would only be used by a small percentage of teachers who become very ill. The assumptions used by BCPSEA were unrealistic and result in highly inflated costing estimates. They are not justified and do not reflect the true cost of the proposals teachers have put forward. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 4:17 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 25 comments: AnonymousJanuary 8, 2012 at 10:00 AM Thank you for this post. I think it should be sent as "letter to the editor" to newspapers in major cities in BC to inform those who see government figures or reports and take it as truth without questioning it. Well done!ReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 8, 2012 at 1:11 PM Excellent summary of our situation. "Even school Superintendents are not under 'net zero"; SD59 Superintendant sent a letter to parents saying gross modo that we were (teachers) selfish and without social empathy toward public sector for not swallowing the "net zero" !ReplyDelete Donna in BurnabyJanuary 8, 2012 at 7:45 PM Thank you!ReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 8, 2012 at 9:09 PM Well I have come from Alberta and previous Ontario and Your teacher need to better then other provinces. You are way behind Alberta in education. My daughter in October of her grade one year knows more then mine son has in his second year at a BC school. You need to fix something in your school system because you are falling behind. In the 2 and half years my daughter has been in the BC school system she is at the same reading, writing and math. I know why people homeschool and put their kids in the private school system, the public is so broken it can't complete with the rest of Canada.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousJanuary 17, 2012 at 6:50 PM How can you tell if your children are at the same level when you cannot spell, use appropriate grammar or form a proper sentence????Delete AnonymousJanuary 26, 2012 at 8:21 PM Teachers cannot be held solely responsible for your child's lack of progress. It would appear as though you could benefit from some additional education. Where were you educated? I agree with Anonymous, learn to spell and form a proper sentence before giving your opinion on the state of education. Thanks for wasting even more of my prep time on your uneducated and ignorant point of view.Delete AnonymousFebruary 29, 2012 at 5:25 PM Wow - I think that the original author has a legitimate complaint. I have a graduate degree and I completely agree that the level of education my children have received in the public school system is deplorable. AND REALLY - if someone is illiterate or unable to formulate a sentence correctly on a blog post does that mean that his/her child does not deserve a proper education! GIVE ME A BREAK - and please refrain from making personal attacks on people who voice a contrary opinion. It only demonstrates your small mindedness.Delete Reply AnonymousJanuary 8, 2012 at 10:28 PM I think you mean: I came from Alberta and previously Ontario, and teachers in BC need to teach better than other provinces. You are much behind Alberta in terms of education. My daughter knew more in October of her grade one year than my son, who was in his second year enrolled at a BC school. You need to fix features of your school system, because you are falling behind. In the two and half years my daughter has been enrolled in the BC school system, she has remained at the same level of reading, writing and math. I now know why people homeschool their children and enroll their kids in the private school system. The public system is so broken that it can no longer complete with the rest of Canada. - A BC public school teacherReplyDelete Replies AnonymousJanuary 23, 2012 at 12:55 PM I think you mean "compete" not complete. And you're a teacher?Delete AnonymousJanuary 25, 2012 at 7:10 PM Wow. How petty. An entire paragraph is corrected with one spelling error in the final sentence and you decide to focus on it as being the "issue with teachers". What has our society come to? Signed a Fellow BC TeacherDelete AnonymousFebruary 11, 2012 at 7:19 PM I taught in Ontario before moving to BC to teach and I don't see a whole lot of difference. There are good and bad teachers in both places. In fact, BC has stricter education requirements, I had to go back to get a few more undergrad courses.Delete Reply AnonymousJanuary 9, 2012 at 7:24 AM I live in SD 59 and the letter the superintendent sent home did not say that teachers were "selfish or without social empathy." ~ParentReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 9, 2012 at 1:58 PM Quote: From superintendent SD#59: "...With regard to the strike, some of the confusing information parents are receiving sounds like the teacher's strike is about the size and composition of classes, or the resources that are available for students with special needs. That is not true. The issues around class size and resourcing have been separate and are "NOT" part of the bargaining. The full focus of the BCTF strike demands is about wages and benefits that are approaching a price tag of 3 billion dollars. That is a 75% increase, at a time in the economy that the Province has told all union the overall settlement of their bargaining cannot increase cost to the Province. Moreover, 3/4 of the public unions have settled contracts under those rules." These 2 paragraphs speak by themselves about how teachers are perceived by the superintendent.ReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 9, 2012 at 2:01 PM http://www.pssg.gov.bc.ca/psec/disclosure/disclosure10-11.htmReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 10, 2012 at 8:51 AM Please send this wonderful article to a newspaper so some of the nasty myths can be dispelled. Awesome job!ReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 25, 2012 at 4:52 PM A great letter... I agree that this should be sent to every newspaper in B.C. as well as made into an infomercial on t.v. Why wait for an election?ReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 26, 2012 at 4:23 PM Myth #7: Teachers are the only workers affected by "net zero". Reality #7: Over 16,000 members of HSA (Health Sciences Association of BC) have been crippled by the "net zero" policy. Wages for HSA members in BC are upwards of 8$ an hour less than other provinces in Canada. The last contract forced upon HSA members was highlighted by a 0% wage increase, and a loss of 1 vacation day per year. So no, teachers, you are NOT the only group of workers being forced to pay for corporate tax cuts. Were you there to support other public sector employees last year when they were trying to fight "net zero"? I didn't think so.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousJanuary 26, 2012 at 8:22 PM Agreed! I am in HSA, and sorry, but I can't support these demands by the teachers. Frustrating to me to see the 'it's not fair' comments. Sounds like children. Life isn't fair, we are a country and province in serious financial difficulty. Cuts need to be made. I absolutely support putting money into increasing numbers of teachers, and adding support teachers and SEAs . If I want to make more money, I could move to Alberta and earn $8-10 more an hour too, giving me a significant raise but I choose to live here. It's always greener on the other side, and everyone thinks they are the ones hard done by. I work 37.5 hours a week, but actually in my office 40-42 hours and I don't get overtime pay. I choose to do it because I love my job and want to do the best I can for my patients. I take classes and go to workshops to enhance my job, on my own time and I pay for it myself. I use my vacation days to attend work related conferences. HSA's contract is also set to expire and we already had 0% wage last contract. I'm not expecting any better this time around. That's life, it's not always fair. I just appreciate that I have a job that I love that pays a decent wage ( which is slightly less than a teachers wage). Maybe there are just a whole lot of teachers with very little personal job satisfaction.Delete KarenFebruary 17, 2012 at 10:15 AM Job satisfaction! Try keeping 30 students at the edge of their seats for 5 hours a day, daily!! Attend meetings(special needs, counseling-requested meetings, parent-requested meetings, department meetings, staff meetings, Health and safety meetings,etc.) mark, prepare, field phone calls, supervise, prepare report cards, participate in extra-curricular activities,answer student concerns after classes; type/prepare/photocopy learning /testing materials for students (no secretarial time for us!); mentor, clean our boards, put up our chairs, manage the learning materials in our classrooms (put away the books, clean the lab equip. fix the musical instruments, organize the gym equip., ensure safety in the woodworking/auto and metal shops etc.), put up display boards, order books/educational materials,take first aide training at our own expense, etc.) No one-to-one with down time, bells dictate our time usage (coffee break? designated lunch time? not always possible); daily emotional 'baggage' children/students bring to the classroom must be dealt with in a calm and supportive manner; AND, Administrative Officers that add to the intensity of our day. (Some are very supportive; others add to our stress by being judgmental, giving little support by keeping communication lines blurred, not making themselves available, not taking control and leading but hiding behind their desks, etc.) We earn our keep!! And, we can't go up the capitalist ladder - 'more students doesn't mean more money; it means more work!' No compensation for using our own books, driving students with our own cars (we must 'up' protection on our personal car insurance to protect them in case of an accident) We only rely on the good nature of our govt. and the public to support us. Where are you? If you think you can do the job better, for cheaper, 'step up to the plate'.Delete Reply Tara EhrckeJanuary 26, 2012 at 5:27 PM Hello Anonymous, I have always consistently opposed net zero for ANY public sector worker, not just teachers. I absolutely agree that no group or groups of public sector workers should be singled out unfairly. I also believe we should all be rejecting the wage freeze. With respect to support, teachers in my local put up picket signs when HEU was facing wage cuts and I absolutely agree we need to be supporting each other. Please see my blog posts on this subject, including HSA in particular, from last year: http://staffroomconfidential.blogspot.com/2011/02/in-labour-newswill-hsa-vote-no-campaign.html http://staffroomconfidential.blogspot.com/2011/03/why-bc-government-wage-freeze-is.html This article was reposted on an HSA member site here: http://our-union.org/2011/03/29/why-the-bc-government-wage-freeze-is-indefensible/ I also wrote about opposition to net zero from Vancouver Island University workers and Langara College workers: http://staffroomconfidential.blogspot.com/2011_03_01_archive.html http://staffroomconfidential.blogspot.com/2011/04/langara-versus-wage-freeze.htmlReplyDelete UnknownFebruary 2, 2012 at 8:21 PM Actually, the cost of the Olympics was closer to $7 billion, once you factor in the cost of the Canada Line, the Sea to Sky Highway, and the new Convention Centre. On a related note, the deficit in 2008, amortized over 3 years, stood at $3 billion.ReplyDelete AnonymousFebruary 12, 2012 at 10:43 AM I am a parent in SD#35 and I am so impressed with my children's school and with the hard work that most of the teachers and adminstrators put in at that school. They are still getting a quality education, even throughout job action.The teachers are commincating with my husband and I on their academic progress, and my daughter is on the Grade Six basketball team which practices after school and at noon hour 3 times a week! I support a wage increases for my children's teachers because I want them to be able to keep up with inflation and be paid what professionals make in other provinces. We need to pay our teachers and other public sector employees what they deserve, or els in the future, we will not attract good people into these professions or be able to keep them in our province. Isnt this what is happening in the nursing industry? The Lower mainland is one of the most expensive places to live and we have to face the fact that if we want an educated community, then we have to willing to pay for it. A concerned parentReplyDelete AnonymousFebruary 24, 2012 at 4:00 PM I am a parent in south Delta and I must say that I am impressed with the communication that we have been receiving from my son's teachers at Delta Secondary. I think that teachers should get a raise at least to the level of inflation, but with all due respect to teachers, I cannot see where or how you feel that you should receive large increases. You are I think quite fairly paid for your job and you do not have the very real pressure for measurable performance that so many in the private sector face. Having said that, those people in the private sector are not getting the types of raises you are asking for and many of them would be happy with just getting at or near the inflation rate this year. I think that if you want to be paid very well then you will need to get into the private sector where you will face much more performance pressure, you will have 3-4 weeks off per year, there will be no such thing as overtime pay if you are salaried and if you don't perform adquately or well, you will faced with possible termination. You will have no effective job security unless you perform. So I think you have it quite good, better than anyone I can think of in most respects, with the exception of pay, which as I said I think is quite fair. I say this with great respect for your profession.ReplyDelete AnonymousFebruary 25, 2012 at 10:37 AM I am a very excited Teacher Candidate that will finish my Bachelors of Education this year. I am interested in this profession because I love it! However, my student loans are over 30 grand and I do not own a car, or a house. I am repeatedly being told that there are few jobs out there and the ones that are out there pay significantly less than a retail job I held before my Bachelor's degrees (per hour). I keep my optimism up because I know I am going to be fantastic at this job but it is hard to look past the fact that I will not be able to afford a house, a car and raise children on my income any time soon. Thank-you current teachers for fighting for those of us who want to join your ranks!ReplyDelete AnonymousFebruary 28, 2012 at 8:10 AM Great article Tara. And a great big THANK YOU for all of your hard work!ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ▼  January (13) How to reduce income inequality BC Schools: A decade of choice, a decade of declin... What is fair and reasonable? Twitter tale - Consultation, Minister Abbott style... Alberta teachers in negotiations BCTF presents reduced set of proposals School boards discuss 'net zero' Will grouping by ability mean re-segregation? BC teachers describe workload issues at bargaining... BC public sector enters 2012 bargaining Superintendent of Greater Victoria received 10% wa... Should BC teachers get a salary increase? Myths & ... A year in review: waking the sleeping giant ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/insights_west?lang=de,Insights West (@insights_west) | Twitter Twitter Suchanfrage Twitter durchsuchen Gespeicherte Suchanfragen Entfernen Verifizierter Account @ Vorgeschlagene Nutzer Verifizierter Account @ Verifizierter Account @ Sprache: Deutsch Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Hast du einen Account? Anmelden Neu bei Twitter? Registriere Dich noch heute! » Anmelden Telefon, E-Mail oder Nutzername Passwort Anmelden Angemeldet bleiben Passwort vergessen? Benutzt Du Twitter bereits via SMS? Insights West @insights_west Tweets 588 Fotos/Videos 21 Folge ich 92 Follower 409 Favoriten 71   Mehr Favoriten Listen @insights_west nicht mehr stumm schalten @insights_west stumm schalten Folgen Folge ich Entfolgen Geblockt Entblocken Ausstehend Abbrechen Insights West @insights_west Insights West is a progressive, full-service market research company offering insights-driven research solutions and interpretative analysis. Vancouver, B.C. insightswest.com 21 Fotos und Videos Tweets Tweets Tweets & Antworten Insights West @insights_west  ·  22 Min. 73% in Metro Vancouver perceive coal dust as a serious environmental threat. http://bit.ly/iw_sfdc  Antworten 0 Antworten Retweeten Retweetet 0 Retweets Favorisieren Favorisiert 0 Favoriten Mehr Tweet einbetten Insights West @insights_west  ·  23 Min. 58% in Metro Vancouver are hesitant to support the project due to climate change. http://bit.ly/iw_sfdc  Antworten 0 Antworten Retweeten Retweetet 1 Retweet 1 Favorisieren Favorisiert 0 Favoriten Mehr Tweet einbetten Insights West @insights_west  ·  53 Min. 77% in Metro Vancouver say the expansion of the Fraser Surrey Docks terminal will create more jobs in the province. http://bit.ly/iw_sfdc  Antworten 0 Antworten Retweeten Retweetet 0 Retweets Favorisieren Favorisiert 0 Favoriten Mehr Tweet einbetten Insights West @insights_west  ·  1 Std. A look at how residents feel about the expansion of coal shipments in Metro Vancouver. http://bit.ly/iw_sfdc  http://ow.ly/i/77ZYC  Foto anzeigen Antworten 0 Antworten Retweeten Retweetet 0 Retweets Favorisieren Favorisiert 0 Favoriten Mehr Tweet einbetten Insights West @insights_west  ·  1 Std. Opposition to building the coal shipping facility in Metro Vancouver highest among women (48%) and 18-to-34 (47%) http://bit.ly/iw_sfdc  Antworten 0 Antworten Retweeten Retweetet 0 Retweets Favorisieren Favorisiert 0 Favoriten Mehr Tweet einbetten Insights West retweetete Steve Mossop @SteveMossop  ·  2 Std. 42% in Metro Vancouver support building the Fraser Surrey Docks coal shipping facility; 43% are opposed; 14% unsure. http://bit.ly/iw_sfdc  Antworten 0 Antworten Retweeten Retweetet 1 Retweet 1 Favorisieren Favorisiert 0 Favoriten Mehr Tweet einbetten Insights West @insights_west  ·  2 Std. Support for building the coal shipping facility in Metro Vancouver highest among men (50%) and 55+ (47%) http://bit.ly/iw_sfdc  Antworten 0 Antworten Retweeten Retweetet 0 Retweets Favorisieren Favorisiert 0 Favoriten Mehr Tweet einbetten Insights West @insights_west  ·  2 Std. 42% in Metro Vancouver support building the Fraser Surrey Docks coal shipping facility; 43% are opposed; 14% unsure. http://bit.ly/iw_sfdc  Antworten 0 Antworten Retweeten Retweetet 0 Retweets Favorisieren Favorisiert 0 Favoriten Mehr Tweet einbetten Insights West @insights_west  ·  3 Std. Just 53% in Metro Vancouver are familiar with the Fraser Surrey Docks coal shipping facility project. (1/2) http://bit.ly/iw_sfdc  Antworten 0 Antworten Retweeten Retweetet 1 Retweet 1 Favorisieren Favorisiert 0 Favoriten Mehr Tweet einbetten Insights West @insights_west  ·  3 Std. In contrast 79% are familiar with Kinder Morgan Trans Mountain pipeline & 80% with the Enbridge Northern Gateway(2/2) http://bit.ly/iw_sfdc  Antworten 0 Antworten Retweeten Retweetet 1 Retweet 1 Favorisieren Favorisiert 0 Favoriten Mehr Tweet einbetten Insights West @insights_west  ·  3 Std. Our latest release: Metro Vancouver Still Divided on Coal Shipping Facility http://bit.ly/iw_sfdc  Antworten 0 Antworten Retweeten Retweetet 0 Retweets Favorisieren Favorisiert 0 Favoriten Mehr Tweet einbetten Insights West @insights_west  ·  4 Std. "A Shocking Number of Business Owners in BC Do Not Have a Business Plan." Read the full release here: http://bit.ly/IW_SBBC  Antworten 0 Antworten Retweeten Retweetet 0 Retweets Favorisieren Favorisiert 0 Favoriten Mehr Tweet einbetten Insights West @insights_west  ·  4 Std. 38% of small business owners do not believe a succession plan is important to their business, 56% of sole proprietors http://bit.ly/IW_SBBC  Antworten 0 Antworten Retweeten Retweetet 1 Retweet 1 Favorisieren Favorisiert 2 Favoriten 2 Mehr Tweet einbetten Insights West @insights_west  ·  4 Std. Less than one-quarter (19%) of small business owners have a succession plan in place. http://bit.ly/IW_SBBC  http://ow.ly/i/77W1R  Foto anzeigen Antworten 0 Antworten Retweeten Retweetet 0 Retweets Favorisieren Favorisiert 0 Favoriten Mehr Tweet einbetten Insights West @insights_west  ·  4 Std. A look at our release with @SmallBusinessBC showing the shocking number of small business without a business plan. http://ow.ly/i/77VGA  Foto anzeigen Antworten 0 Antworten Retweeten Retweetet 0 Retweets Favorisieren Favorisiert 0 Favoriten Mehr Tweet einbetten Insights West @insights_west  ·  5 Std. Nearly half (48%) began operations with a business plan in place, 42% of business owners have one now. http://bit.ly/IW_SBBC  Antworten 0 Antworten Retweeten Retweetet 0 Retweets Favorisieren Favorisiert 0 Favoriten Mehr Tweet einbetten Insights West @insights_west  ·  5 Std. A shocking 34% of sole proprietors believe a business plan is not important to the future of their business. http://bit.ly/IW_SBBC  Antworten 0 Antworten Retweeten Retweetet 1 Retweet 1 Favorisieren Favorisiert 0 Favoriten Mehr Tweet einbetten Insights West @insights_west  ·  5 Std. 23% of small business owners believe a business plan is not important to the future of their business. http://bit.ly/IW_SBBC  Antworten 0 Antworten Retweeten Retweetet 0 Retweets Favorisieren Favorisiert 0 Favoriten Mehr Tweet einbetten Insights West @insights_west  ·  5 Std. More than half of small business owners in BC (52%) began operations without a business plan. http://bit.ly/IW_SBBC  Antworten 0 Antworten Retweeten Retweetet 0 Retweets Favorisieren Favorisiert 0 Favoriten Mehr Tweet einbetten Insights West @insights_west  ·  6 Std. Today we are looking at the results of a study we released last week in conjunction with @SmallBusinessBC. http://bit.ly/IW_SBBC  Antworten 0 Antworten Retweeten Retweetet 1 Retweet 1 Favorisieren Favorisiert 0 Favoriten Mehr Tweet einbetten Twitter könnte überlastet sein oder ein vorübergehendes Problem haben. Erneut versuchen Besuche Twitter Status für weitere Informationen. Schließen Insights West folgt jetzt Verpasse keine Neuigkeiten von Insights West Vancouver, B.C. · Ändern © 2014 Twitter Über uns Hilfe Werbung Info Schließen Trends Trends, speziell für Dich. Mit Trends kommst Du den Themen, die Dir wichtig sind, auf ganz besondere Weise näher. Sie werden speziell für Dich erstellt, basierend auf Deinem Standort und den Personen, denen Du folgst. Ändern Behalte maßgeschneiderte Trends Erhalte weltweite Trends Fertig Verwerfen Schließen Vorherige Weiter Schließen Vollständiges Profil ansehen Gespeicherte Suchanfragen Entfernen Verifizierter Account @ Vorgeschlagene Nutzer Verifizierter Account @ Verifizierter Account @ Schließen Retweet an Deine Follower senden? Abbrechen Retweeten Schließen Bist Du sicher, dass Du diesen Tweet löschen möchtest? Abbrechen Löschen Schließen Blockieren Abbrechen Blockieren Füge einen Standort zu Deinen Tweets hinzu Twitter speichert Deine Standortangaben. Du kannst die Standortangabe vor jedem Tweet ein- oder ausschalten und Du hast jederzeit die Möglichkeit, Standortangaben nachträglich zu löschen. Mehr erfahren Standortangabe einschalten Nicht jetzt! Standort ausschalten Schließen Kurzprofil Schließen Deine Listen Schließen Neue Liste anlegen Name der Liste Beschreibung Weniger als 100 Zeichen, optional Liste: Privatsphäre Öffentlich · Jeder kann dieser Liste folgen Privat · Nur Du hast Zugriff auf diese Liste Liste speichern Schließen Schließen Diesen Tweet integrieren Füge diesen Tweet zu Deiner Website hinzu, indem Du den untenstehenden Code einfügst. Erfahre mehr Hmm, es gab ein Problem, den Server zu erreichen. Erneut versuchen? Vorherigen Tweet einfügen Medien beifügen Vorschau Schließen Registriere Dich bei Twitter! Noch nicht bei Twitter? Melde Dich an, wirf einen Blick auf Dinge, die Dich interessieren und bleibe stets auf dem Laufenden. Hast du einen Account? Anmelden » Schließen Zweiwege-Kurz-Codes (zum Senden und Empfangen) Land Code Für Kunden von Vereinigte Staaten 40404 (beliebig) Kanada 21212 (beliebig) Großbritannien 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brasilien 40404 Nextel, TIM Haiti 40404 Digicel, Voila Irland 51210 Vodafone, O2 Indien 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Indonesien 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italien 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » Zeige SMS-Kurzwahlen für andere Länder Schließen Bestätigung)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=22379&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 23, Number 5, March 2011   Completed the mission: A unique perspective of success in secondary school By Angelika Sellick  What does success mean? For many people in Canada, success in secondary school is equated with getting good grades, graduating, and maybe even enrolling in college or university. But what if a student does not speak the language of instruction beyond a beginner level, is unable to read or write in their first language, or perhaps has never even been to school before? Is such a student destined to not succeed? In a study conducted last year in a Vancouver secondary school, I asked students from a sheltered literacy class about their views on what it means to be successful (or a good student) in school. This particular class was made up of a diverse group of students coming from Vietnam, Thailand, Iraq, and Myanmar. Their ages ranged from 13 to 17 and the students had been living in Canada for as little as a few months to as long as four years. Most of the students spoke no English upon arrival in Canada and had little to no literacy ability—in terms of reading and writing—in their first language. Reasons for their low literacy included that some students came from indigenous cultures where the language is not a written one and some had lived for several years in refugee camps where their formal schooling had been interrupted. During the interviews, students spoke about how good students are those who do homework, study, finish projects, help and respect others, ask their teacher and classmates for help, read, write, and learn new words. It is noteworthy that none of the students spoke explicitly about getting good grades in school, although this may have been because their teacher in the sheltered literacy class did not use a grading system. Interestingly, when asked whether or not they felt they were good students, most were hesitant to say either way. The most common response was “I don’t know” or “Ask my teacher.” Several of the students stated they were not good students because they sometimes were absent or came late to class. Only a few students replied affirmatively, highlighting that they speak nicely to others, help their mother at home, and are a good friend at school. I wondered why the students responded in the way they did. Perhaps the students’ negative responses reflected their adoption of mainstream Canadian values around education, such as the teacher is the best judge of a students’ performance and the importance placed on good attendance. And perhaps, the students who answered positively were actually making links between being a good student and being a good person. The students’ responses were further layered by the fact that the interviews had been conducted in English. Yet despite language barriers, one student challenged my use of the binary terms “good” and “bad” student. His explanation was: “I am don’t like be the good student too because I like I am. I am who I am.” Following up on these interviews, the teacher of the sheltered literacy class later asked her students to informally share what success meant to them. One student’s suggestion that success means “completed the mission” was popular amongst many of the students, particular the boys. Their classroom teacher thought this reference might have been inspired by the video games which the boys often played. As to what they meant exactly by “completing the mission,” the students did not clarify. Moreover, it was unclear whether they were referring to completing “the mission” that day, week, or year. Below are some other interesting responses given by the students, preceded by their teacher’s prompts. Success: This word means… Completed the mission Not failed Do stuff that you have been told Be quiet In my first country, for me, this would mean… To help my family I would look after cow after school I help family cut rice Play soccer everyday Is not poor Learn more English In Canada, success for me would be… Going to school everyday Study and learning English Study hard and finish secondary school Play tennis Genius Have more money Work at McDonalds This secondary school can help me be successful by… Helping me do homework Learn English Learn other stuff Sports Kind to me To be successful in Canada, I need… My family Friends Girlfriend Have a job and learning English To graduate A good job and a house To help other people Returning to the original question about the meaning of success, this particular group of secondary school students seemed to hold unique, diverse, and multilayered understandings of success that went beyond academic achievement. Much time could be spent unpacking the possible influences and implications lying behind their responses. The intent of this article, however, is not to deconstruct but rather to stimulate discussion. So from the perspective of a teacher, what does success in school mean to you? What does success in school mean to your students? Does their understanding change across time and context? Such conversations with students, particularly those who have come to Canada recently as immigrants or refugees, may prove to be not only valuable and insightful, but also a great deal of fun. Angelika Sellick is ESL curriculum development facilitator, UBC Learning Exchange, ESL Program. )
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "Gr8 event honoring Taiwan ROC w many friends @douglasbing @marvinhunt4bc @KerryLynneFindl @mhlchiu26 @prairiechinois http://t.co/85TUCQsbrI" @John_Yap - 05:40pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9046,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2003 Special Issue Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, Special Issue, September 2003 What can individual members do? The BCTF strategy regarding Bill 51 is based on seeking input from locals and members and developing a strong collective response. As teachers participate in this response, there are a number of complimentary individual actions that members can undertake as well. Be sure to attend local general meetings, school-based meetings, and forums on the College of Teachers and the implications of Bill 51. Go to the BCTF web site, www.bctf.ca, for more information on the College of Teachers. Discuss the issues with colleagues on your staff and in your district. Talk with your staff rep or phone your local’s office if you have questions, concerns, or suggestions. Send a letter to your MLA and the Minister of Education speaking out on Bill 51 and the College of Teachers or use the BCTF fax service at www.bctf.ca/fax/ to send a form letter. Help to ensure that all members on staff are familiar with the Code of Ethics and are aware of the ethical procedures required of BCTF members. Help to ensure that parents know the ethical processes to use in raising issues and resolving complaints. Many districts have processes in place that require parents to speak directly with the teacher involved and attempt to resolve the issues in that manner first. If your district does not have such a policy in place, you may wish to encourage the adoption of such a process at the school level. Share information on Bill 51 and the College of Teachers with teachers on call who are on assignment at your school. Share information and discuss the issues with them. Talk with the administrator at your school about the implications of Bill 51 and the decisions of the interim College Council, encouraging him/her to speak out about the threat to professional, collegial relationships, and the impact on the school climate. If you have not done so already, be sure to sign your form letter to your school board cancelling your authorization of automatic deduction and remittance of annual fees to the B.C. College of Teachers. Remember to give it to your local NOT your board. Locals will be organizing to have these letters signed and delivered to the local association office by September 30, at the latest. Important advice to members BCTF members are advised to: continue to follow Section 5 of the BCTF Code of Ethics when raising matters of teaching performance and professional conduct. continue to communicate with the local president regarding confidential matters. – Moira Mackenzie Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/SocialJustice.aspx?id=20672,BCTF > Colombia—the most dangerous place to be a union activist  	BCTF Social Justice  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources   For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Social Justice > Programs and Workshops > International Solidarity Colombia—the most dangerous place to be a union activist By Larry Kuehn, BCTF Director of Research and Technology Representing a teacher union on a “Committee for Threatened Teachers” hardly seems like a desirable role. However, it was hotly contested in an election by five teachers in Cali, Colombia, recently. The very name of the committee tells a story about the situation of teachers in Colombia—nearly 900 have been murdered in the past 25 years, thousands threatened, many forced into internal or overseas exile.  The fact that there was a contest for the position of working with threatened teachers also tells a story about the determination of these teachers to prevail, regardless of the consequences. The national teachers’ union, FECODE, is at the centre of many of the social struggles in Colombia. It is by far the largest union in the country, still having about 300,000 members. Nearly all other public services and publicly owned industries have been privatized and their unions smashed.  The remaining unions are involved in a desperate campaign to stop the government’s plan to finish privatizing health care. Education is being privatized as well. Small schools are being closed, moving the students to large centralized schools which are then contracted to churches and private companies to run. A delegation of Canadian teacher union officers and staff went to Colombia in February to hear about the situation and identify how Canadian unions can provide solidarity support to teacher colleagues. BCTF president Irene Lanzinger and staff member Larry Kuehn were joined by two representatives from the Ontario Secondary School Teachers’ Federation and an executive member of the CSQ, the francophone teacher union in Quebec. The delegation was organized by Steve Stewart from the BCTF partner organization, CoDevelopment Canada. The contradictions of Colombia were reflected in the very first meeting with the union’s General Secretary, Luis Eduardo Varela. He told us that he hoped that we would appreciate the good things about Colombia. And there are many good things. The city of Bogota is beautiful. It has bicycle paths throughout the city, a good public transit system, streets downtown are closed off on the weekends. The crowds on the streets seemed very safe, more so than many other cities. In contrast, around these modern, busy cities are “rings of misery,” as they were described by a leader of the campesino movement. Between three and four million people are internal refugees living in scrap wood and iron sheet shacks with rutted dirt roads that turn to muck in the rain. What could possibly lead millions of people to leave their small subsistence farms to live in hovels, without jobs and very little access to the good life lived in the middle of the cities? Fear and safety is clearly the answer. Millions have been forced off their land by fear. They are caught in the middle of a number of forces—the left-wing FARC guerillas, the government’s army, drug dealers and right-wing paramilitaries. This is exemplified by what happens in the schools: the guerillas call the community together in the school to demand their support, the army chasing guerillas lands helicopters on the school grounds, the soldiers use the school as place to sleep at night, drug dealers use schools as warehouses for drugs and the paramilitaries target key people in the community. Being caught in the middle of a war zone makes even the slums encircling cities seem relatively safe. Why are people being forced to give up their homes to be part of the displaced mass? Land seems to be the answer. The small farms being abandoned are brought together into large, mechanized plantations to grow crops such as African palms, primarily for bio-fuels. Some indigenous communities have been massacred to force people off land that mining companies want to develop. Trans-national corporations and mining interests have been the winners. In the mining sector, it is Canadian companies involved here, as they are throughout Latin America. Much of the violence has been perpetrated by paramilitaries. These are men given guns and paid to terrorize and create enough fear to drive people from the land. Transnational corporations and the local elite that stand to gain from access to the land are accused of funding the paramilitaries. The government claims to have demobilized the paramilitaries. If individuals confess to all the killings and torture that they carried out, they face less jail time and receive help in reintegrating into the community. Some of the paramilitary leaders were extradited to the U.S. for trial—convenient for the people who do not want them to tell all about the real “intellectual authors” of the violence, whose plans direct the foot soldiers who carry out the violence. Many in the middle ranks have themselves been the victims of assassination, also evidently from fear of them telling what they know about who financed and ordered the actions they led.  Many of the lowest level of the paramilitaries are in the process of re-establishing their role by creating “emerging gangs.” These groups often engage in violence against each other in the struggle for dominance, as well as in their communities.  School as “Zones of Peace” Teachers are caught in the middle. They are in every corner of the country and often play a leadership role in the community. Any and all of the competing groups may see teachers as enemies and threaten or eliminate them.  They are targeted as union activists by a government that seeks to remove trade unionists as active opponents of the neo-liberal program of privatization. Threats come in a number of forms—funeral wreaths being delivered to their homes, calls claiming that the person has been killed, emailed threats to harm families. In Cordoba, a province on the Caribbean, 37 teachers filed complaints that they were told to pay for a “vaccine” against their families being attacked—extortion that was to be 20% of their income. Other teachers who received these extortion demands were too afraid to report them. The international trade union movement identifies Colombia as the most dangerous place in the world to be a union activist or leader. The majority of union leaders killed annually on a global basis are from this one country. The largest number of these assassinated union leaders are teachers.  In the Cordoba province, two teachers had been killed just days before our arrival to visit the union. As is common, the executioners seem to have impunity. Of 63 teachers killed over the previous 25 years in the province, in only two cases were official investigations successful in identifying the perpetrators. Teachers want protection from violence for themselves and their students. FECODE has initiated what they hope will be an international campaign to have schools identified as “Zones of Peace.” The message is for everyone to stay out of the school with their arms—guerillas, paramilitary, gangs, army and drug shippers. The violence is very real to students. Some have seen their teacher gunned down in their classroom. Others have witnessed attacks on their families. Rival gangs trying to establish themselves use violence to stake their place. The children of displaced people forced off the lands are in the same classes as the children of paramilitaries who forced them off their land, and have now been demobilized. The proposal for schools as neutral territory—Zones of Peace—calls not only for keeping the social violence outside the school, but also to introducing programs on non-violent ways of solving disputes—disputes among adults as well as children. The Committee on Threatened Teachers Viviana Alvarado is the teacher representative from SUTEV, the provincial teachers union in Cali, on the Committee on Threatened Teachers. This is the group that a teacher can turn to when they receive a death threat, are attacked, injured, subject to extortion or forced to become another one of the millions displaced. It is also open to working with a teacher’s family when a teacher is assassinated or “disappeared,” probably dead, but without a body being found. In addition to the teachers’ union, the committee has representatives from the government through the Attorney General and from the municipalities that govern education. This official status is, in effect, an acknowledgment that these threats are real and not to be ignored. Viviana explained to the Canadian delegation that when a teacher reports on a threat to the committee, the threat is first categorized as light, serious or really serious. Threats can be direct by phone or email or implicit, such as sending a funeral announcement to the home of a teacher. One level of response is to have the security service or the police accompany the teacher between home and school, but not at other times. Another level is to have bodyguards on an ongoing basis, although many of the guards assigned by the state to this service may be demobilized paramilitaries. Two of the officers of the union in Cali, the president and the treasurer, have bodyguards supplied by government and at times wear bulletproof vests. Everywhere we went with the Cali executive, the bodyguards came along. Relocation for safety is another option. In some cases, teachers join the millions of other displaced people and have to move to another part of the country, away from their home and extended families. A few end up going into exile, including in Canada. The Canadian Labour Congress has assisted with union leaders in exile and in the past the Canadian embassy in Bogota had been helpful in these cases. In addition to participating in the official process to deal with threats, the union has a human rights network. It undertakes investigations and carries out education about human rights, what to do when you receive a threat and how to make a formal complaint. It has even published a handbook for teachers facing threats, although it needs to be updated, Viviana said. What can Canadians do? Keep our eyes on Colombia was a common message from all the union and human rights activists we met. International attention saves lives and puts pressure on the government to take action. Responding to appeals for support of individuals provides some protection for them, particularly against state-sanctioned violence. Calling us to take part in the campaign against free trade agreements with Colombia was also high on everyone’s list. Colombia has reached free trade agreements with the United States, Canada and the European Union—but none of these have been ratified yet. The lack of human rights and labour rights in Colombia is a good reason for opposing the ratification of these agreements. That has been the basis for a Canadian campaign calling for positive action by Colombia on human and labour rights before ratification.  However, opposition to free trade should go deeper than questioning claims by the Colombian government they are doing better in protecting rights and reducing the number of trade unionists killed each year. The provisions of free trade agreements limit the ability of government to put the interests of its marginalized people over the interests of transnational corporations. This will just add to the millions who have been displaced to free up land for mechanized agriculture and for mining that has proven to be destructive to the environment.  Free trade will only accelerate the situation that has already pushed these millions out of their homes and made them vulnerable to the forces that have used violence. Opposing the Canada-Colombia Free Trade Agreement is one thing that Canadians can do in solidarity with Colombians. Another is to demand accountability of Canadian mining companies for the social and environmental damage created by their practices.  About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media jthornthwaite last tweet "Read #BC's Blueprint in English, Punjabi, Chinese & French! http://t.co/cUCdVsL7BA #findyourfit #diverse #northvan http://t.co/cUCdVsL7BA" @jthornthwaite - 07:37pm Follow @jthornthwaite BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141007,www.huffingtonpost.ca,http://www.huffingtonpost.ca/2014/10/06/vancouver-attacks-asian-women_n_5942134.html?ir=Canada+British+Columbia,Suspect Attacking Elderly Asian Women In Vancouver: Police View mobile site October 7, 2014 Huffpost Canada British Columbia ca Edition: ca Show/Hide Brasil BR Canada CA Deutschland DE España ES France FR Italia IT 日本 (Japan) JP 한국 (Korea) KR Maghreb MG United Kingdom UK United States US Region: BC Show/Hide All Canada Alberta British Columbia Québec (en français) Follow Newsletters Get Canada British ColumbiaNewsletters Email address Enter Email Address Huffington Post Search Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search iOS app Android app More Log in Create Account Notifications 0 $USERNAME Profile Settings Logout FRONT PAGE Politics Ford Still Doesn't Understand Racism 51 Kenney Posts Photos Of Iraqi Children To Make Case For ISIL Airstrikes 91 Clinton: Canadian Help In ISIL Fight 'Indispensable' 44 Unvetted Judge Joins Supreme Court 42 Canada Sends Advance Team To Middle East 109 Go to Politics More in Politics The Pulse Stephen Harper You Might Also Like US Politics UK Politics Business Porn Company Has A Raunchy Deal For Air Canada Pilots 3 Sun News Just Lost Its Main Source Of Content; What Now? 48 Canadian Cities Surprisingly Unpopular Destinations For Workers 0 This Is How You Rack Up U.S. Roaming Charges While In Canada 14 Look What China Might Actually Build 47 Go to Business More in Business Small Business Money You Might Also Like Tech TechCrunch Autoblog WorldPost Spanish Nurse First To Contract Ebola Outside West Africa 518 It's Been 3 Weeks Since Anyone's Seen Kim And Rumors Are Swirling 91 3 New Findings On ISIS Weapons That You Should Know About 0 Kurds Face Massacre In Syrian Border Town As Turkey Just Watches 334 American Held Hostage By ISIS: 'I Am Obviously Pretty Scared To Die' 70 Go to WorldPost More in WorldPost Foreign Affairs World Elections Arab Uprising Afghanistan War Syria Crisis You Might Also Like Travel Impact Living 100 Pumpkin Carvings That Will Inspire You 0 Fried Maple Leaves Are A Delicacy In Japan, And We're Jealous 6 WATCH: HuffPost Readers School Us On Toronto's Real Must-Eats 2 Toronto Dubbed Fourth Most Livable City In The World 0 33 Signs You Live In Liberty Village 1 Go to Living You Might Also Like Healthy Living Food Recipes Divorce Women Parentdish Green Post50 Weddings Style Best Halloween Costumes For Men And Women 0 Most Offensive Products In Retail 3 Canadian Model Coco Rocha Is Pregnant! 4 LOOK: Matthew McConaughey Wears 'Dazed And Confused' T-Shirt 1 Go to Style More in Style Beauty Fashion Celeb Style Entertaining and Etiquette Stylelist Canada Wedding Style Home Style You Might Also Like Style (U.S.) Weddings Stylelist Canada Entertainment Kris Jenner Opens Up About The Late Robert Kardashian 6 Blake Lively Is Pregnant! 30 Mariah Carey Proves She's Not Lip-Synching 42 Is This Where George Clooney And Amal Alamuddin Honeymooned? 7 Pregnant Kelly Rowland Poses Topless In Black And White Photo Shoot 2 Go to Entertainment You Might Also Like Music Celebrity TV Moviefone Arts The Glamorous History Of Pin-Up Like You've Never Seen It Before 3 1 Here Are A Bunch Of F*cking Delightful Artsy Cat Photos. You're Welcome. 3 This Is What It Really Looks Like To Be A Modern Day Nun 8 New Animation-Inspired Art Show Will Make You Yearn For Saturday Morning Cartoons 0 Go to Arts You Might Also Like Books Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Religion Alberta 20 Puppies Found Abandoned In Field 6 Anti-Abortion Postcard Targets Tory MP.. Again 26 Mystery 'GPO Girl' Turns Up In Calgary 0 Jim Prentice: Time A Critical Factor In Alberta Worker Shortage 12 Go to Alberta More in Alberta Alberta Politics Alberta Business Alison Redford Calgary Edmonton British Columbia B.C. Teen Killed By Train Was Wearing Headphones, Texting: RCMP 13 Anthem Singer's Fall Is Lesson In Showmanship 3 Pastafarian Loses B.C. Driver's Licence Over Holy Colander 0 Elderly Asian Women Attacked In Vancouver 0 Lawyers Of Convicted Surrey Six Gangsters Want Mistrial 3 Go to British Columbia More in British Columbia B.C. Politics B.C. Business Christy Clark Vancouver All Sections News Canada Politics Canada Business US Politics US Business World Media Sports Education Crime Weird News Good News Daily Finance Entertainment Entertainment Music TV Celebrity Comedy Arts Books Moviefone Life & Style Living Style Home Healthy Living Taste Weddings Travel Parents Divorce HuffPost 50 Marlo Thomas OWN Tech & Science Tech Science Green Techcrunch Engadget TUAW Joystiq Voices Impact Women Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Religion College Teen Local Quebec (French) Calgary Montreal Ottawa Toronto Vancouver Winnipeg Mapquest Patch.com Our Mobile Apps: iPhone iPad HuffPost Live iPad Android Phone Android Tablet British Columbia B.C. Politics B.C. Business Christy Clark Vancouver Anthem Singer's Fall Is Lesson In Showmanship 2014-10-05 23:32:54 Pastafarian Loses B.C. Driver's Licence Over Holy Colander 2014-10-06 20:10:58 45 Signs You're A Vancouver Canucks Fan 2014-10-04 00:27:49 B.C. Teen Killed By Train Was Wearing Headphones, Texting: RCMP 2014-10-07 02:49:46 When It Comes to Jumbo Glacier Resort, All Questions Lead Back To Powerful Minister 2014-10-06 15:46:02 Aldergrove School Playground Condemned 2014-10-06 17:50:31 This Derelict Van 'Home' Costs $550/Month To Rent In B.C. 2014-10-03 16:05:46 LOOK: Stunning Scenes By B.C.'s October Photographer 2014-10-03 14:22:55 Vancouver Mom Who Killed Her 2 Babies Sentenced 2014-10-07 13:46:41 LOOK: Old Vancouver Bank's New Life 2014-10-03 17:52:32 Premier Denies Downplaying B.C. LNG Expectations 2014-10-06 20:57:52 Recognize This Photo? Here's The Story Behind It 2014-10-03 16:58:41 Lawyers Of Convicted Surrey Six Gangsters Want Mistrial 2014-10-06 18:59:52 Petronas Threatens To Delay B.C. LNG Project By A Decade 2014-10-06 14:02:15 Previous Story Next Story Suspect Attacking Elderly Asian Women In Vancouver: Police The Huffington Post B.C. Posted: 10/06/2014 5:26 pm EDT Updated: 10/06/2014 5:59 pm EDT Share Tweet Email Comment tumblr reddit Police are looking for a man who has attacked three Asian women in Vancouver over the past several months. The incidents happened in the neighbourhoods of South Granville, Oak, and Cambie. In the first case, the elderly victim was walking around Oak and West 55th Avenue in April when she was approached from behind and groped, said police at a news conference. He walked away but appeared a second time and touched her inappropriately again. When she screamed, he "casually walked off," said police. Two months later, an elderly Asian woman walking her dog near West 30th Avenue and Granville Street was struck violently between the legs by a man who approached from behind. The most recent incident, which took place on Friday morning, saw a middle-aged Asian woman approached from behind and groped as she was walking her dog on West 64th Avenue between Granville and Oak. The man walked away, but the woman followed and confronted him. The suspect punched her in the face, knocking her to the ground, before fleeing. She was treated in hospital for minor physical injuries. None of the three women knew their attacker, and they have all suffered significant emotional distress, said police. The suspect is described as white, 35 to 40 years old, 5’10” tall with a medium build, and wearing a dark clothing. ALSO ON HUFFPOST: Close  Vancouver Police Department Cold Cases of   Imagine looking at a composite drawing in the newspaper of someone who was violently assaulted and now unconscious in hospital, and realizing it is your mother. Early on the morning of July 5, 1996, 61-year-old Cathy Berard was found by a jogger on the school grounds of David Thompson High School, bleeding and unconscious. Lying in hospital, with her eyes swollen shut, her jaw and her cheekbone so badly broken that she needed reconstructive surgery, investigators were desperate to find out who she was. It would be six days before they learned her name, thanks to the composite drawing that was released to the media. One of her five children barely recognized her, as her injuries were so extreme. Cathy’s sons had visited her at home on the evening of July 4th, 1996, leaving her around 9:00 p.m. It’s believed she may have headed out in a purple blouse and green sweatpants to go to the liquor store at 47th and Victoria or at Kingsgate Mall. Investigators also believe the assault might have begun on the sidewalk in the 6900 block of Argyle Street. There are signs she was dragged to the southeast corner of the school, where she was violently physically and sexually assaulted. While Cathy Berard regained consciousness and was even able to leave the hospital, her injuries would continue to plague her, and eventually led to her death on January 2, 1998 – 18 months after she was attacked. Sadly, at the time that she died, a homicide victim had to die within a year and a day of their attack to be determined a homicide. Cathy Berard’s killer will only ever face possible charges of aggravated sexual assault. — VPD Case photo Case photo Case photo Case photo Case photo Case photo It was 3:30 a.m. on July 25, 1999, when nearly 100 people gathered at The Car Wash, an after-hours nightclub at 1180 West Hastings in Vancouver. Richard Chacon was the manager that night, a 31 year old from Huntingdon Beach, California, who had been living in Vancouver for about three years. Richard was a creative, talented guy, who had a short-lived talk show on CFUN radio and was in the process of developing a local television show. When a fight broke out between two men, Richard was quick to intervene. He came up behind a blonde-haired man in a Hawaiian shirt, and tried to pry him off of a dark-skinned, possibly black man. A shot suddenly rang out and the blonde man doubled over. He had been shot in the stomach. Seconds later, Richard fell to the floor, hit by the same bullet. The first man survived, confined to a wheelchair, but Richard Chacon did not. Immediately following the shooting, someone shouted, “My God, Trevor – you just shot someone.” Investigators believe that someone inside the club knows who Trevor is, but so far that have not been able to identify him. Richard is sadly missed by his family, who says that he always liked Vancouver, even commenting on the fact that Canadians don’t put up with crime. Clearly, Richard took that to heart. — VPD Case photo Case photo Case photo Case photo Case photo Case photo After raising five children, running a successful grocery business and mourning the loss of her husband, Willene Chong was finally enjoying her retirement. She lived with her son, Daniel, and his new wife, Nancy, in the home she had lived in for 36 years, a home full of many wonderful memories – the celebrations, the laughter and even the tears. Now a new generation of seven grandchildren came to visit. That all changed on the morning of Friday, September 11, 2008. Daniel awakened to fire racing through the house. Despite breaking a basement window and suffering a serious injury in his attempts to save her, Daniel was not able to reach his mother. Seventy-six year old Willene perished in the fire. Her death was made even more senseless by the fact the home had been deliberately and randomly set on fire by a stranger, and appeared to be part of a series of arson fires that had been set in the area in the hours leading up to Willene’s death. — VPD Case photo Case photo Case photo Case photo Case photo Case photo In the early morning hours on March 4, 1993, a paper deliveryman called 9-1-1 to report an apartment fire in the 8700 block of Granville Street. When firefighters arrived, they found a body inside the burned-out apartment. The deceased was identified as Jillian Fuller and the police investigation quickly revealed she died as the result of an assault and that the fire appeared to have been deliberately set to cover up her murder. Jillian Fuller was only 28 years old when she died. She was last seen leaving the Fraser Arms Hotel at half past midnight and headed downstairs to the Rock Cellar Pub between 1:30 and 1:40 a.m., just hours before her death. A waitress saw Jillian, wearing a pink sweater with red trim and carrying a pink coloured book, leave with a man. Jillian was an accomplished young woman, described by those who knew her as outgoing, compassionate and very intelligent. She once ranked 23rd among Canadian women outdoor speed skaters. She studied French, played the piano and was a competitive runner. Jillian lived alone, and the likelihood is that she knew her murderer, as there were no signs of forced entry to her apartment. Jillian’s family still struggles with their grief. In March of 2013, following the 20-year anniversary of Jillian’s death, her sister Jane wrote a letter explaining how the murder still affects their family: “The toll that my sister’s death has caused my family over the last twenty years is truly immeasurable. It cast a dark cloud on our family that has never been lifted. Her loss has left a deep wound in all our lives, and the fact that her killer was never found means that wound will always be unhealed.” — VPD Case photo Case photo Case photo Case photo Case photo Case photo Evan Garber was enjoying a meal at one of his favourite restaurants. He could have waited for the robbery to be over. He could have done nothing. However, that wasn’t possible for this Good Samaritan. This was not the first robbery where he had intervened, but sadly, it would be the last. It was 1:30 in the morning on April 28, 2006, and Evan was sitting at his usual table in the restaurant at 3163 Main St, where he ate at least three times a week. There were several staff and 20 patrons inside when a man walked in with a handgun and confronted a staff member before taking cash from the register. When the robber tried to leave, Evan confronted him and they began to struggle. Another restaurant patron also got involved in an attempt to overtake the robber, and shots were fired. Evan was shot and died in the restaurant. The second patron was critically injured. Four others were injured in the chaotic scene. Evan, aged 59, had been a regular customer at the restaurant for years. Staff described him as a “really nice guy” who favoured oysters and beef brisket. Evan’s family say he was a quiet, peaceful man who lived alone and often worked late, with a brilliant mind and a wonderful gift for writing. According to his pastor, Evan was a gentle, soft-spoken man, who was faithfully involved with the church. He was a widower, who had also lost his son five years previous. Three years after his death, Evan’s sister Marilyn Rivers-Bowerman made an emotional plea for someone to come forward with information. She described her brother as a hero. “We could expect Evan to stand up for what he believed and it was his belief in God and his commitment to social justice that gave him the strength to defend others.” “Evan stood up for others,” said Rivers-Bowerman. “Isn’t there someone who will stand up for him?” — VPD Case photo Case photo Case photo Case photo Case photo Case photo Some people end up living difficult lives, a long way off from where they started. Kristin Gurholt’s life came to an end in a Vancouver alleyway behind 575 Richards Street on September 4, 1981. She was naked and her skull had been fractured. Her clothing was scattered around her and a suitcase containing all of her personal effects was found nearby. It was 2:00 in the morning and Kristen had just been evicted from the Marble Arch Hotel in the Downtown Eastside. Investigators believe she met her assailant when she entered the alley and that the severe attack may have been the result of Kristin rejecting sexual advances. Kristin was just 34 years old, a petite woman with blue eyes and brown frizzy hair. She had come to Canada when she was only four, from Norway, and grew up in Dartmouth, Nova Scotia, in a loving family with five sisters and three brothers. Kristin was a creative child, who loved to read. She did very well in school, and particularly excelled in music. She studied piano and received honours in the Royal Conservatory of Music exams. She went on to earn a masters degree in education. It was while Kristin was in university that she was diagnosed with schizophrenia. She was married and had a son, who family say was her greatest joy and the love of her life. The marriage ended after a few years, and when her son was seven he went to live with his father in B.C. Kristin moved to Vancouver and would take the bus on weekends to see him. Kristen, who was sometimes called Sunny or Misty, died a violent death in a dark alley, leaving behind a 12-year-old son. Her family has endured 32 long years of waiting for justice. For them, the memories of the sweet little girl who filled their house with music have been forever tainted with the painful knowledge of how her life ended and the fact that no one has been held accountable. Case photo Case photo Case photo Case photo Case photo Many a parent has had nightmares, waking or asleep, envisioning the horrible and unimaginable things that could possibly happen to their children, but very few of us actually live that nightmare. Gary and Linnea McIndoe have lived that nightmare every day of the past two decades since their 26-year-old daughter was murdered, made all the more painful knowing that her killer is living consequence-free. They re-live their daughter’s last moments over and over, knowing Sheilah was beaten and strangled to death in a violent struggle in her own home. Perhaps most tragic of all, was the fact that she was not the only one who died that day; Sheilah had been six weeks pregnant with the McIndoe’s first grandchild. Sheila Henry grew up in Kimberley, skiing and enjoying the outdoors. She went away to school in Victoria, where she met her would-be husband, David, and then continued on to Calgary where she studied nursing. The young couple moved to Vancouver, where Sheila worked as a nurse at Vancouver General Hospital and David worked as a computer programmer. They set up house in a Kitsilano duplex, along with a roommate, and while on a holiday to Florida in 1991, they got married. Married just two years and expecting their first baby, Sheila and David seemed to be a typical couple starting out in life. Sheila’s father told The Province in September 2007 that he felt like he had failed his daughter because the person responsible for her murder has not been caught and that he often woke up at night to her cries for help, unable to do so. The McIndoes have suffered unimaginable loss, but continue to hope that their daughter’s killer will be brought to justice. Case photo Case photo Case photo Case photo Case photo Case photo It was New Year’s Eve 2002 when an anonymous letter was opened by staff working at the Vancouver Police Department’s Public Service Counter. The letter referred to a Vancouver sex trade worker who had disappeared at the end of November, one month previous. The writer described the woman, admitted to killing her, and even apologized to her family for taking her life. He said he was surprised there had been nothing in the news about her disappearance and asked for the victim’s name to be mentioned in the Vancouver Sun, so he would know who she was. Investigators believe the letter writer was referring to Danielle Marissa Larue, and while her body has never been found, they believe she has been murdered. Her 24 years had not been easy, with physical and sexual abuse beginning in her childhood. She entered foster care at an early age and ran away to the streets in Prince George when she turned 13, turning to drugs to ease her pain. She was always fiercely protective of her younger brother and sister, but Danielle became addicted to drugs and ended up working in the sex trade to support her habit. She had been living in the Downtown Eastside for longer than five years. It’s been more than a decade since Danielle went missing and police received the letter. The person who wrote the letter knows what happened to Danielle and where her body is buried, and seemed to be remorseful. Perhaps a tortured conscience will finally bring answers, justice and closure for Danielle’s family. Case photo Case photo Case photo Case photo Case photo  Share  Tweet  ✖ Advertisement Share this ✖ close Current Slide More: Vancouver Vancouver Vancouver Groping Vancouver Asian Women Asian Women Attacked Vancouver Asian Women Vancouver Attacks Vancouver Attacks Women Attacked Vancouver Video Suggest a correction   Click here to view Conversations Conversations Most Popular B.C. Teen Killed By Train Was Wearing Headphones, Texting: RCMP Facebook Anthem Singer's Fall Is Lesson In Showmanship YouTube Pastafarian Loses B.C. Driver's Licence Over Holy Colander YouTube LOOK: Stunning Scenes By B.C.'s October Photographer David Chang Photography Elderly Asian Women Attacked In Vancouver Nastco via Getty Images Lawyers Of Convicted Surrey Six Gangsters Want Mistrial Darryl Dyck/CP LOOK: Old Vancouver Bank's New Life Jason Statler When It Comes to Jumbo Glacier Resort, All Questions Lead Back To Powerful Minister Caillum Smith | Flickr This Derelict Van 'Home' Costs $550/Month To Rent In B.C. Bill Everitt Petronas Threatens To Delay B.C. LNG Project By A Decade MyLoupe/UIG via Getty Images Aldergrove School Playground Condemned North Otter Elementary Facebook 45 Signs You're A Vancouver Canucks Fan Getty Images Intruder Dies After Being Caught By Homeowner, Neighbour Shutterstock / sculpies Recognize This Photo? Here's The Story Behind It Claude P. Dettloff/CP/National Archives of Canada Vancouver Mom Who Killed Her 2 Babies Sentenced CityTV YouTube Stanley Park Pedestrian Dies After Crash With Cyclist Getty Premier Denies Downplaying B.C. LNG Expectations Jonathan Hayward/CP Vancouver Mayor Focuses On Pipelines For Re-Election Campaign Vision Vancouver Facebook Vancouver Is The Reason Alyssa Milano Quit TV Show Paul Archuleta via Getty Images City Of Vancouver Taking Arbutus Corridor Fight To Court Darryl Dyck/The Canadian Press FOLLOW HUFFPOST Email Email Address Options HuffPost Daily Brief British Columbia Get top stories and blog posts emailed to me each day.. Facebook HuffPost British Columbia Twitter HuffPost Follow British Columbia Follow Google Plus HuffPost British Columbia RSS The Huffington Post British Columbia All RSS / Feeds Phone Available on the App Store Android App on Google Play Get it at Blackberry App World Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search advertise log in make HuffPost your home page RSS careers FAQ user agreement privacy policy comment policy about us about our ads contact us Copyright ©2014 TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. "The Huffington Post" is a registered trademark of TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. All rights reserved. Part of HPMG News Use this form to alert a HuffPost editor about a factual or typographical error in this story. Notify message * Required * * * What kind of error is this? Choose an option Factual or typographical Comment moderation problem Rights and permissions Other * What is the correction? 0 count Describe the error here (1,000 character limit) * Type the words below so we know you are not a cyborg Sign me up for The Huffington Post's Daily Brief Thank you!)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media last tweet "" @ - 12:00am Follow @ last post "" facebook/ - Jan 1st Like Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9020,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2003 Special Issue Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, Special Issue, September 2003 College budget and fee set to take off Now that the appointed college council has established its 2003–04 strategic plan with 11 goals and pages of action plans, can we expect the college budget and fee to dramatically increase? At the summer meeting, the chair of the College Council Finance Committee, Stu Dale (former president of the B.C. Principals and Vice-Principals’ Association) moved a motion that the 2003–04 budget of the college be adopted on an interim basis until a revised budget incorporating the strategic plan can be prepared. The revised budget is expected to be ready for the September 2003 meeting of the council. The implementation of some of the following college council goals for 2003–04 will have an impact on the budget: Facilitate complaints by parents and the public. Process complaints more quickly. Force teachers to continuously requalify and recertify by establishing continuing-education requirements. Expand communications with parents and the public. Establish standards for the education, professional responsibilities, and competence of members. Strengthen the technological capabilities of the college. The implementation of these goals will likely mean more staff and more money. The former college council, consisting of 15 elected members and 5 appointees, adopted a 2003–04 budget of $5.3 million. The 2003–04 fee for members is $90 (up from $70). One major new expense will be the council secondment/per diem policy that was adopted by the council at its first public meeting in June 2003. College documents that were distributed at the August 2003 meeting of the council indicate that the secondment/per diem costs "will likely end up higher than budgeted." This is because most of the appointed councillors will not be seconded. Most appointed college councillors will receive a $250 per diem (in addition to expenses) for any day they are working on college business. Any appointed councillors who are working in the school system will be seconded when they are conducting college business on work days during the school year. If a seconded member works on a weekend or in the summer, they will also receive the $250 per diem. It is not unusual for college councillors to work more than 60 days in a school year. In past years, the council chair worked more than 100 days on college business. The bill for per diem costs will be considerable! The other goals of the college will result in higher costs for the college. The communication and technology plan will increase costs. With the new complaints process we can also expect increases in legal, investigations, and discipline costs. In Ontario, when the College of Teachers introduced the teacher recertification program (continuing teacher education) the fee increased by $35 in one year! The Ontario recertification program (called the Professional Learning Program) increased the Ontario college staff by 66 people! We can expect the continuing-education program that is referred to the strategic plan to dramatically increase the budget. The undemocratic college council, with political appointees, including parent representatives, will run the college and spend the money, but the teachers will pay the fees. – Mike Lombardi Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8286&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, No. 1, September 2004 Ten new BCTF lesson aids 1 LA 2579 Canada: Who Are We and Where Are We Going? by Tony Carrigan, 290 p. This comprehensive resource and activity book is about immigration, multiculturalism, and the Canadian identity, all three are intertwined. The book includes nine chapters with over 100 related activities for students in Grades 4 to secondary on the following topics: The Immigration Story, The Immigrant’s Progress, What is Culture?, Cultural Commonalities, Spiritual Celebrations, Does Canada Have a Culture?, Multiculturalism in Canada, What is Racism and Responding to Racism. Also included is an afterword, end notes, and an appendix on supporting second language learners. Grades 4+ $25.95 2 LA 8098 How To Do Plays with Children produced by Evan-Moor, 289 p. This "how to" resource book provides teachers the opportunity to incorporate a play into many areas of the curriculum. Features include scripts, programs and invitations, costuming and scenery suggestions, and planning and organizing tips. Simple instructions for younger students, reproducible headbands for acting out 10 favorite stories, four rhyming plays with scripts, take-home scripts for individual parts, and reproducible masks. For older students three plays--Things Could Always Be Worse, The Magic Pasta Pot and The Shoemaker and the Elves--includes scenery, props and customing directions, script, a program, and five readers theater selections, including Cave Pet and The Giant Rutabaga. Published in the USA and may contain some US-based standards. Grades 1–6. $28.95 3 LA 9661 Art Making Materials: A Treasury of Recipes and Tips produced by the B.C. Art Teachers’ Assn., 55 p. This book focuses on the materials with which art is created. The "Materials, Technologies and Process" is one of the four content areas of all B.C. art curricula, IRPs. This resource book provides recipes and tips that are helpful to teachers when commercial materials are not available and special affects can be achieved through some of the unique applications suggested in this book. Grades K–12. $12.95 4 LA 9201 Canadian Social History: Songs and Stories of Canada by John Bartlett and Rika Ruebsaat, 480-min. CD (MP3 and PDF). This CD includes a series of 16 half-hour audio presentations (in select and play MP3 format) with songs, drama, stories, and sound effects. The presentations are grouped around occupational themes (logging, mining, fishing, transportation, homesteading), geographic themes (Quebec, the Atlantic provinces, the Prairies and British Columbia), historical themes (the fur trade, settlement, the gold rushes) and musical themes (folk instruments, the transmission of songs). There are song-teaching sections for each presentation in which Jon and Rika, the host and singers teach the students directly. Included on the CD is a 125-page teacher’s guide (in select and display or print PDF format) with a chapter for each presentation containing words and music for 50 of the 83 songs, background information on the theme of the presentation as well as lesson ideas and discussion topics. Grades 2–11 $29.95 5 LA 9338 Never Again—Peace Education and Remembrance Day by Jan Slakov, 285 p., 45-min. CD. Kit includes lesson plans for a variety of levels, from K-12, mostly in English, some in French. It also includes a 45-minute audio CD of peace songs and a CBC radio documentary about the Christmas truce of WW I. The lessons are designed to promote appreciation for the many cultures and other wonders of our planet and to promote critical thinking in this time of crisis with many people, from local students to foreign authors, having contributed to it. In this International Decade for the Culture of Peace and Nonviolence for the Children of the World, it will help teachers and others promote nonviolence as a positive force, not just an absence of violence. Send in comments and ideas by e-mail js@ saltspring.com,. Grades K-12 $29.95 6 LA 8458 The Complete Book of Multiplication and Division: Grades 2–3 produced by Creative Teaching Press, 144 p. This book includes activities to teach students powerful strategies to help them achieve mastery of basic multiplication and division facts and then apply that knowledge to more advanced number concepts. Activities include basic facts plus advanced number theories. Students build on prior knowledge and use a thinking or reasoning approach rather than solely rote memory. $18.95 7 LA 9437 The Complete Book of Multiplication and Division: Grades 4–6 produced by Creative Teaching Press, 144 p. This book includes activities to teach students powerful strategies to help them achieve mastery of basic multiplication and division facts and then apply that knowledge to more advanced number concepts. Activities include basic facts plus advanced number theories. Students build on prior knowledge and use a thinking or reasoning approach rather than solely rote memory. $18.95 8 LA 9978 Kids with Special Needs: Information and Activities to Promote Awareness and Information produced by Creative Teaching Press, 200 p. This award-wining book about kids with special needs includes background information, simulations, and classroom activities to promote understanding and awareness. Also includes a comprehensive resource list and bibliography. Topics cover all types of disabilities and health issues, as well as mainstreaming and inclusion, developing an IEP, using bibliotherapy, and more. (Note that the book is published in the USA and may contain some US-related references.) Grades 3–6 $19.95 9 LA 2229 What Kind of Language is That? by Leah Kitamura and Kristi Lauridsen, SD. 42, 95 p. Teacher resource handbook presents a framework for discussing name-calling and verbal harassment in high school and how it can be stopped. Explores the issues of appropriate language, social responsibility, and challenging popular stereotypes. The intended purpose of this week-long unit is to make students conscious of the power of their use of language to affect others in their environment, specifically the school environment, and to promote a use of language at school that is sensitive, thoughtful, and appropriate for making all students and staff feel safe and comfortable. The Grade 9 level has been chosen as the primary target audience for this material, as this is a level that has been identified as a time when students begin to crystallize their identities, and an age when students are impressionable to positive role modeling that will set a tone for their senior school years. This unit includes the articulation and visual display of many powerful words for the sake of discussing their meaning and impact. Ground rules are reinforced throughout the unit to assist in the comfort level of all participants. Reproducible handouts and overheads are included for use with the lesson plans, as well as shorter workshops targeting Grade 8 students, student leaders, student facilitators and teachers. Grades 8+ $15.95 10 LA 2029 Teacher Resource Pack: Teaching Global Issues produced by Victoria International Development Education Association, 135 p. This resource package provides teachers with information, tools, and resources to incorporate the teaching of global issues into the classroom. The package contains a starter pack entitled "Teaching Global Issues," two resources from the VIDEA Global Learner Series,one copy of the VIDEA Sweatshop series (Sweatshop Clothes) with facilitator’s guide, and a feedback questionnaire. Designed as an introduction to the subjects, this resource is divided into teaching global issues and global learning activities. Grades 8–12. $22.95 Many curriculum resources and information are available at www.bcalmer.ca/. To order any of the above lesson aids, enclose a cheque payable to the BCTF or authorized purchase order to BCTF Lesson Aids Service 100-550 West 6th Ave., Vancouver, BC V5Z 4P2 or telephone 604-871-2180 or toll free 1-800-663-0163, Local 2180, with a Visa or Mastercard. GST and postage/ handling are included in the prices. Orders are sent by return mail. Lesson Aids office and display room hours: 9:00–5:00 Mon. to Fri. from Sept. to June; 9:00 to 5:00 Tues. to Fri. during July and Aug.; 9:00–12:00 on Sat. during Sept., Oct., Jan., and Feb. bctf.ca/LessonAids)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9168&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 19, Number 1, September 2006 Homelessness Awareness Week 2006: October 16—22 Together we can solve it by Catherine Evans Homelessness is a growing tragedy in BC. The visible homeless are becoming more visible and showing up in a broader range of communities and neighbourhoods. The number of invisible homeless is also growing. The invisible homeless include families staying with relatives, teenagers sleeping on friends’ sofas, and people living in their cars. An even greater number of individuals and families are at serious risk of becoming homeless. In response to the urgent need to address the needs of people who are homeless, and to bring attention to the promising ways that communities have found to end homelessness, volunteer groups and social service agencies in dozens of municipalities throughout North America have organized "Homelessness Awareness Weeks" and "Homeless Connect Days." Last year in BC alone, there were Homelessness Awareness Weeks in Nelson, Kelowna, Nanaimo, and Victoria. This year, from October 16 to 22 there will be Homelessness Awareness Weeks in Nelson, Nanaimo, Kelowna, Prince George, Kamloops, Whitehorse and in approximately 10 of the Greater Vancouver communities. Victoria and Port Alberni started the year off with Homelessness Awareness Weeks in early February. These weeks increase understanding of homelessness—how it happens and what can be done about it—and they connect homeless people to services and programs that can provide assistance with some of their basic needs. This year in the Greater Vancouver region, Homelessness Awareness Week is focussing on health—the health of the individuals who are homeless and the health of the communities where they live. There will be a number of events spread throughout the region that will deal with some aspects of the health of people who are homeless, e.g., providing a foot care clinic because many people who are homeless develop conditions such as "street feet" from having chronically damp shoes and socks. Studies show that people who are homeless often become homeless as a result of a health condition or develop a health condition as a result of living without proper shelter and access to basic health care. The 2005 homeless count for the Greater Vancouver region, for example, found that 25% of the approximately 2,000 homeless people interviewed during the count identified a health condition as the principle reason they became homeless. More serious was the finding that of the people who are homeless, 39% reported having a current health condition, and a further 35% reported having more than one current health condition. The kind of health conditions identified were addictions 49%, medical conditions 35%, mental illness 23%, and physical disabilities 21%. For more information about the 2005 homeless count in the Greater Vancouver region, go to www.gvrd.bc.ca/homelessness. Apart from the human tragedy these figures represent, there is an enormous social and economic cost that accompanies homelessness. In some communities, business leaders have become involved in addressing homelessness because the presence of significant numbers of people who are homeless directly affects their ability to attract and keep employees. They have also learned that dealing with homelessness by providing housing is the most cost effective and socially beneficial way to deal with the issue. Homelessness is expensive in ways that are not always obvious—from doubling the average cost of health care on an annual basis, to higher law enforcement costs. US researchers in particular have quantified the costs of homelessness and the results are surprising. In San Diego, researchers tracked 15 chronically homeless people over 18 months and discovered that more than $3 million was spent providing this group with emergency response, health, and other services. The sad thing was that at the end of the day, all of these people were still homeless. More effective in every way and much more affordable would be the provision of supportive housing. Action is needed in BC to bring about an end to homelessness in our communities. During Homelessness Awareness Week teachers have an opportunity to talk to young people about homelessness and how to solve the problem. Information and resources are available on the following web sites: Greater Vancouver Region: stophomelessness.ca and Kelowna: aware.phat-co.ca. Catherine Evans is a co-ordinator of the 2006 Greater Vancouver Homelessness Awareness Week sponsored by the Regional Steering Committee on Homelessness.)
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(20140924,www.huffingtonpost.ca,http://www.huffingtonpost.ca/2014/09/15/bc-teachers-strike-charities_n_5821008.html?utm_hp_ref=tw,B.C. Teachers' Strike: Charities Feel 'Unintended Consequences' View mobile site September 24, 2014 Huffpost Canada British Columbia ca Edition: ca Show/Hide Brasil BR Canada CA Deutschland DE España ES France FR Italia IT 日本 (Japan) JP 한국 (Korea) KR Maghreb MG United Kingdom UK United States US Region: BC Show/Hide All Canada Alberta British Columbia Québec (en français) Follow Newsletters Get Canada British ColumbiaNewsletters Email address Enter Email Address Huffington Post Search Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search iOS app Android app More Log in Create Account Notifications 0 $USERNAME Profile Settings Logout FRONT PAGE Politics Trudeau To Boycott Sun News After Host Calls Father A 'Slut' 707 Meet Canada's Youngest Premier-Elect 60 Rob Ford Leaves Hospital 0 'So Nice Of Him To Show Up' 0 WATCH: Tory MP Ignores Questions About Iraq. Talks About Israel Instead 0 Go to Politics More in Politics The Pulse Stephen Harper You Might Also Like US Politics UK Politics Business Netflix Says 'No' To CRTC Demand 34 Loonie Headed Below 85 Cents: CIBC 18 BlackBerry Undercuts Apple, Samsung With New Phone 9 8 Things You Need To Know From Canada's Big Bank Economists 9 Julian Assange Praises Canada 31 Go to Business More in Business Small Business Money You Might Also Like Tech TechCrunch Autoblog WorldPost This Is How ISIS Makes $3 Million A Day 165 Islamic Militants Parade Captured Iraqi Soldiers 14 Israeli Military Shoots Down Syrian Warplane 239 Watch This Bicyclist Cheat Death Twice 45 Wife Of ISIS Hostage Receives Recording Of Husband Pleading For His Life 0 Go to WorldPost More in WorldPost Foreign Affairs World Elections Arab Uprising Afghanistan War Syria Crisis You Might Also Like Travel Impact Living 25 Seriously Delicious Places To Eat In London, Ont. 9 20 Perfect Halloween Costume Ideas For Two 0 Toronto Man's Incredible 215-Pound Weight Loss Story 2 ► This Man Has Up To 100 Orgasms A Day 0 How Do You Wish Someone A Happy Rosh Hashanah? 2 Go to Living You Might Also Like Healthy Living Food Recipes Divorce Women Parentdish Green Post50 Weddings Style LOOK: This $30 Wedding Dress Is Gorgeous 4 The Kim Kardashian Pics We Should Be Looking At 0 Elisha Cuthbert's Hair Never Changes 3 The Best Fall Loafers 0 15 Stylish Fall Jackets For Women 0 Go to Style More in Style Beauty Fashion Celeb Style Entertaining and Etiquette Stylelist Canada Wedding Style Home Style You Might Also Like Style (U.S.) Weddings Stylelist Canada Entertainment Katherine Heigl Parties In A Bikini Because Summer Isn't Over Yet 18 Jennifer Lopez Takes The Stage In A Sheer Bodysuit 233 Kris And Bruce Jenner Finally File For Divorce 155 'Modern Family' Star Says She Was The Victim Of Domestic Assault 0 Aaron Carter Responds To Hilary Duff's Comments About Love 32 Go to Entertainment You Might Also Like Music Celebrity TV Moviefone Arts This Is The Last Generation Of Scarification In Africa 10 How David Bowie Turned Identity Into An Art 12 Spectacular Black-And-White Portraits Shed Light On Bangladesh's Third Gender 2 Everything You Need To Know About The Story Behind Tim Burton's 'Big Eyes' 1 Meet Female Photographers Changing The Way Women Are Portrayed 0 Go to Arts You Might Also Like Books Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Religion Alberta LOOK: Suburban Home Becomes Tim Hortons Overnight 8 Mayerthorpe Convict Granted Day Parole 0 LOOK: Calgary Homes The Average Buyer Can Afford 3 Take A Tour Of Calgary's New Central Public Library 0 Hospital ER Reopens After Ebola Ruled Out 0 Go to Alberta More in Alberta Alberta Politics Alberta Business Alison Redford Calgary Edmonton British Columbia It's Time For B.C. Teachers To Stop Lying To Parents 25 LOOK: B.C. Killer Whales From A Whole New Angle 3 LOOK: Dreamy B.C. Farmhouse For Sale 2 Convicted Rapist Charged In B.C. Teen's Killing 15 Mall's New Play Area Has iPads. Just iPads. 0 Go to British Columbia More in British Columbia B.C. Politics B.C. Business Christy Clark Vancouver All Sections News Canada Politics Canada Business US Politics US Business World Media Sports Education Crime Weird News Good News Daily Finance Entertainment Entertainment Music TV Celebrity Comedy Arts Books Moviefone Life & Style Living Style Home Healthy Living Taste Weddings Travel Parents Divorce HuffPost 50 Marlo Thomas OWN Tech & Science Tech Science Green TEDWeekends Techcrunch Engadget TUAW Joystiq Voices Impact Women Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Religion College Teen Local Quebec (French) Calgary Montreal Ottawa Toronto Vancouver Winnipeg Mapquest Patch.com Our Mobile Apps: iPhone iPad HuffPost Live iPad Android Phone Android Tablet British Columbia B.C. Politics B.C. Business Christy Clark Vancouver It's Time For B.C. Teachers To Stop Lying To Parents 2014-09-23 15:45:49 Mall's New Play Area Has iPads. Just iPads. 2014-09-23 18:33:02 LOOK: B.C. Killer Whales From A Whole New Angle 2014-09-22 17:59:26 Aboriginal 'Watchman' Opened Sacred Burial Boxes For Tourists 2014-09-21 18:20:54 PHOTOS: Jeep Does Doughnuts. Jeep Gets Stuck. River Wins. 2014-09-23 01:45:51 Convicted Rapist Charged In B.C. Teen's Killing 2014-09-22 19:16:58 LOOK: Dreamy B.C. Farmhouse For Sale 2014-09-22 16:40:51 5 Must-See Films At VIFF 2014 2014-09-22 18:11:51 WATCH: Hangry Girlfriend Just Wants Her Damn Breakfast 2014-09-19 16:09:29 Police Search For Missing B.C. Teen's Killer 2014-09-18 01:02:07 3-Time Olympic Gold Medallist Joins Vancouver Police 2014-09-22 15:04:24 LOOK: Visionary Vancouver Buildings (And They're Stunning Too) 2014-09-20 02:29:19 WATCH: 'You're The Most Unusual Fishing Partner I've Ever Had' 2014-09-23 15:59:58 Teachers Shut Out Of B.C. Liberal Fundraiser After 'Security' Concerns 2014-09-21 00:24:50 WATCH: Dozens Of B.C. Whales Leave Boaters Gasping 2014-09-18 16:18:45 Previous Story Next Story B.C. Teachers' Strike: Charities Feel 'Unintended Consequences' CP  | By Tamsyn Burgmann, The Canadian Press Posted: 09/15/2014 5:13 am EDT Updated: 09/15/2014 11:59 pm EDT Share Tweet Email Comment tumblr reddit RICHMOND, B.C. - Negotiators for striking British Columbia teachers and the province huddled separately in a Richmond hotel for a fifth day Monday in an effort to reach an agreement that would herald the start of the school year for half a million students. Bargaining teams for neither the B.C. Teachers' Federation nor the B.C. Public School Employers' Association stopped to speak to a crush of media stationed outside, awaiting information on what appeared to be a mediation process aimed at ending the dispute that has kept students out of classrooms for four weeks. Mediator Vince Ready was spotted several times walking a long corridor between the two camps, while teachers' union president Jim Iker and Peter Cameron, negotiator for the government's agent, also occasionally emerged with papers and binders in hand. At one point, Ready paced outside, speaking on the phone. "It's too early to tell," he said, when asked if he was expecting any news later Monday. "I'm not going to say anything." An undeclared media blackout remained from talks that began late Thursday, although it's believed that new proposals were being tabled Monday, the longest session the warring sides have sustained since the strike began in June. Teachers launched full-scale job action two weeks before the summer break. Last week, the B.C. Teachers' Federation voted to end the dispute if the government agreed to binding arbitration. However, Education Minister Peter Fassbender had repeatedly rejected that option even before the vote, saying a negotiated settlement was the way to go. Premier Christy Clark said Thursday that she was determined to get a deal before leaving on a trade mission to India on Oct. 9, three days after the legislature resumes. Over the past week, unions across the country have donated or loaned millions of dollars to a hardship fund for B.C.'s teachers, who have lost thousands of dollars in salary and have been picketing without strike pay since June. Class size and composition have been major stumbling blocks in the dispute. Last January, a B.C. Supreme Court judge ruled the provincial government violated teachers' rights in 2002 when it declared they could no longer negotiate the size of classes or the number of support staff in classrooms. The province is appealing that decision, with a court date scheduled for next month. Tensions have run high on all sides. On Sunday, a teachers' rally in downtown Vancouver was disrupted by a new parents' group demanding an end to the strike. Charities that rely on engagement with public school students have also been unable to kickstart their campaigns. Organizers for the Cops for Cancer cycling-based fundraiser fear they have lost $350,000 from missed opportunities in early September. Ron Kuehl, vice-president for the Canadian Cancer Society, said the strike was having "unintended consequences." "Our school visits are a pivotal part of the spirit of this fundraiser and the students and teachers help us to raise hundreds of thousands of dollars every year," he said in a news release. The annual event sends involves 107 police officers and emergency services workers pedalling across the province to fight children's cancers. "It's a huge disappointment and setback," Kuehl said. ALSO ON HUFFPOST: Close  B.C. Public School Classrooms of   We asked B.C. teachers to send us photos of their classrooms before and after items they bought were removed. "Top photo is of books in a #BCTeachers class, below shows all books removed that she paid for w/ own $" — Melanie Moore The teacher's classroom items in storage in her basement. "I've taught for five years in the Vancouver district, and I've already spent over $10,000 to set up my classroom. I know of more experienced teachers who have spent well over $20,000 in their career, and are still purchasing things each year." — Kindergarten teacher Support worker's desk. "The school ran out of proper desks so that's what she had to use." — Kindergarten teacher "All of the classroom resources that belong to me and are now at my house in storage." — Kindergarten teacher "All of the classroom resources that belong to me and are now at my house in storage." — Kindergarten teacher "What you do not see is the room's bare bones before your child's teacher came in over the summer and transformed it." — Carla Friesen "I have spent thousands of dollars to make my classroom a vibrant and amazing place for my students." — Megan Guenter "I have spent thousands of dollars to make my classroom a vibrant and amazing place for my students." — Megan Guenter "I spent almost $4,000 my first year teaching to start up my classroom." — Tracy Cramer "I spent almost $4,000 my first year teaching to start up my classroom." — Tracy Cramer "I spent almost $4,000 my first year teaching to start up my classroom." — Tracy Cramer "I spent almost $4,000 my first year teaching to start up my classroom." — Tracy Cramer "You see all the things I have bought for my classroom. Mats, carpet, pillows, chairs, bench, craft supplies, school supplies, lamps, etc. (yes, I know I don't have to make my class like this, but students love it and so do I). This year I spent a week of going into my class every day during the second week of August. I was there for about 5 hours every day making things perfect. Before that I draw floor plans of how I will organize furniture to best optimize my space." — Katrina Ling "I spend probably about $1000/ year on my classroom. It may be more; I'm afraid to add up the receipts. I spend more on my classroom than my own home. I do this willingly, as I want my class to feel like their classroom is their home for the year." — Katrina Ling "I provide my own personally made and personally bought teaching resources, educational games, puzzles, centre toys, supplementary craft items, etc. I share them with my teaching colleagues, and they share theirs with me." — Martha Lamarche "I take ingredients from my own family’s pantry and fridge so we can bake, make playdough, create senses-stimulating art projects, and learn about nutrition in a hands-on way. I am not compensated for the money I spend educating B.C. students as a result of government underfunding." — Martha Lamarche The teacher paid for everything inside the table. The teacher paid for everything inside the table. "An excellent education assistant... also enriches our classroom with items SHE finds at garage sales or thrift stores. She is not compensated for this, nor does she expect to be." — Martha Lamarche "An excellent education assistant... also enriches our classroom with items SHE finds at garage sales or thrift stores. She is not compensated for this, nor does she expect to be." — Martha Lamarche The yellow and blue bins belong to the teacher. The yellow and blue bins belong to the teacher. "The first picture is before I set up my class, the second after I set up part way through the year. Which classroom would you want your child to learn in? The government-'funded' one that claims no more money is needed or one that was subsidized by a so-called greedy teacher? Every dollar I spend in my classroom is a dollar I don't spend on my own kids, groceries or other bills. This is not the exception it's the norm. Teachers care." — Janelle "I have spent thousands subsidizing the system. I try to provide my students with books that appeal to their interest level as well as their reading level. This comes out of my earnings." — Gurjit Pattar "I constantly am keeping my eyes open for sales involving classroom resources and relevant reading materials. I've spent a small fortune on my personal library of professional resources." — Gurjit Pattar "Just one of my bookshelves after I took out the books I bought for my class just this year." — Jessica Hall "All the books I bought for my class this year, removed from the shelves. 806 in total." — Jessica Hall "With the exception of the table in the back, I brought in all this furniture for my classroom. I had been told there were not enough chairs in the district to have chairs in my classroom, so I went out and found them." — Jessica Hall "My underfunded grade 5/6 BC classroom stripped of everything I have purchased." — Staci Hutchinson "A sampling of teacher bought/made items, boxed up and ready to move to my new school — which I do on my own. Usually takes me the full last week of summer to set up my room. With the move this year I expect to spend three weeks." — Josie Zahn "I packed every single box, waited the entire summer to have it delivered, unpacked and set up my classroom including filling two file cabinets, hanging three bulletin boards, laminating and taping 23 name tags to desks and cloakroom cubbies, collecting exercise books and supplies, and finally stocking the painting easel with paints and the shelves with books... (not to mention dusting the blinds and scrubbing the sink)... the week before the start of school... on my own time." — Alison Smith "72 boxes/furniture items." — Alison Smith "What I walked in to when I first acquired my room and then what I turned it into." — Alycia Soukeroff "I walked into my new room mid-August and was shocked. There wasn't even a teacher desk or any books at all. I bought, scrounged and borrowed (mostly from my own kids) materials to make it work. Over the year many wonderful teachers passed on things to me that they had purchased and weren't using and retiring teachers happy to share their supplies." "I walked into my new room mid-August and was shocked. There wasn't even a teacher desk or any books at all. I bought, scrounged and borrowed (mostly from my own kids) materials to make it work. Over the year many wonderful teachers passed on things to me that they had purchased and weren't using and retiring teachers happy to share their supplies." "I walked into my new room mid-August and was shocked. There wasn't even a teacher desk or any books at all. I bought, scrounged and borrowed (mostly from my own kids) materials to make it work. Over the year many wonderful teachers passed on things to me that they had purchased and weren't using and retiring teachers happy to share their supplies." "I use the games to teach logic, spatial and sequential reasoning, and to have fun with math. In addition to the games, I bought a tablet, software for geometry, software for algebra, and software for posting grades on my website. The website is also paid for and maintained by me. The books and magazines in French in the background are also mine, and so is a classroom set of small whiteboards which I forgot to put in the picture." — French Immersion teacher "Spent over two thousand [dollars]." — Andrea Dove NEXT: B.C. Teachers' Strike 2014 Hundreds of B.C. teachers, parents and other union supporters rallied on the lawn of the B.C. legislature on June 16, 2014 in Victoria to protest against Premier Christy Clark and the government's latest contract offer. Click here for stories on the contract dispute. Members of the B.C. Federation of Labour and Canadian Labour Congress gather to support teachers outside Cambie Secondary School in Richmond, B.C. on June 2, 2014. Members of CUPE join teachers on the picket line at Mitchell Elementary in Richmond, B.C. on June 2, 2014. Union leaders speak to media on June 2, 2014 in Richmond, B.C. Teachers picket in West Kelowna on June 2, 2014. B.C. Teachers' Federal president Jim Iker speaks to teachers outside Princess Margaret School in Surrey on May 29, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Striking outside the Invergarry Adult Education Centre in Surrey, B.C. on May 29, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. B.C. Teachers' Federal president Jim Iker speaks to teachers outside Invergarry Adult Education Centre in Surrey on May 29, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers wave to supporters outside Valleyview Secondary School in Kamloops on May 28, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers picket in Kamloops on May 28, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. A student shows support for teachers in Kamloops on May 28, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. A teacher pickets on horseback in 150 Mile House on May 27, 2014. A sign posted on a classroom door at Vancouver Technical Secondary School. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers rally during rush hour in Kelowna on May 27, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Kelowna teachers wore pink and rallied from the city's overpasses on May 27, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. A sign of support for B.C. teachers from a house in Kelowna. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers in Richmond pass time on the 3:30 a.m. shift on the picket line on May 27, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Students and parents left a message for teachers in Richmond on May 27, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. On the picket line with an effigy of B.C. Premier Christy Clark at Kitsilano Secondary School on May 26, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. A student from City School speaks to a teacher on the picket line in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. On the picket line at Kitsilano Secondary School on May 26, 2014. Click here for more on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. A teacher on strike at Britannia Secondary School in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Click here for more on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers stand under the sign for Templeton High School in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Click here for more on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers on strike speak to a supporter outside Templeton Secondary School in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Ryan Tanabe, left, a teacher, and his father Rod Tanabe, a counsellor teacher at Killarney Secondary School, walk the picket line outside the school in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Click here for more on the B.C. teachers contract dispute. Teachers in the central Okanagan were part of rotating strikes on May 27, 2014. These are educators from Constable Neil Bruce Middle School in West Kelowna. Supporters of B.C. teachers rally in the Sooke School District. Surrey teachers pose with their growing pile of marking during the first day of rotating strikes. Teachers picket in New Westminster on May 26, the first day of rotating strikes in a contract dispute with the province. Grade 12 Eric Hamber Secondary student Sarah Bercic wears a T-shirt supporting B.C. teachers. Teachers picket in Penticton on May 26, the first day of rotating strikes in a contract dispute with the province. Anya Prokopeva, 8, a Grade 3 student in New Westminister, and her mom Julie Prokopeva, right, a member of the support staff at Killarney Secondary School, pass by striking teachers as they leave after walking the picket line outside the school in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Anya Prokopeva, 8, a Grade 3 student in New Westminister, uses a strike sign for shade rests as her mom Julie Prokopeva, a member of the support staff at Killarney Secondary School, walks a picket line outside the school in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. One of the earliest picket lines on the first day of the teachers' walkout was in Golden, B.C., which is in the Mountain time zone. Jim Iker, president of the B.C. Teachers' Federation, speaks to reporters on May 26, the first day of rotating strikes, at Vancouver's Charles Dickens Elementary. Jim Iker, president of the B.C. Teachers' Federation, speaks to reporters on May 26, the first day of rotating strikes, at Vancouver's Charles Dickens Elementary. Jim Iker, president of the B.C. Teachers' Federation, speaks to reporters on May 26, the first day of rotating strikes, at Vancouver's Charles Dickens Elementary. Striking teachers man a picket line outside Killarney Secondary School in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Public school teachers across British Columbia started rotating strikes Monday, a move that will put more than half a million students out of class for one day each this week. B.C. NDP Leader John Horgan poses with teachers in the Sooke School District. A rally in Coquitlam on May 25. Premier Christy Clark's face is seen on anti-bullying T-shirts at a rally in Coquitlam. Surrey teachers at Johnston Heights Secondary rally on May 23, 2014.  Share  Tweet  ✖ Advertisement Share this ✖ close Current Slide More: Bc Teachers Strike Charities Video Teachers Strike Cp Bc Teachers Strike News Bc Teachers Strike Updates B.C. Teachers Strike 2014 Teachers Strike 2014 BC Teachers Strike Vince Ready Bc Teachers Strike Christy Clark Suggest a correction Around the Web BC teachers' strike: Talks continue under media blackout BC teachers' strike: Tensions flare at Vancouver rally BC teachers' strike: Talks underway under a media blackout   Click here to view Conversations Conversations Most Popular It's Time For B.C. Teachers To Stop Lying To Parents Submitted LOOK: B.C. Killer Whales From A Whole New Angle Vancouver Aquarium/NOAA LOOK: Dreamy B.C. Farmhouse For Sale devonowen.com Convicted Rapist Charged In B.C. Teen's Killing RCMP Mall's New Play Area Has iPads. Just iPads. Facebook PHOTOS: Jeep Does Doughnuts. Jeep Gets Stuck. River Wins. Matthew Van Deventer LOOK: Visionary Vancouver Buildings (And They're Stunning Too) Nic Lehoux WATCH: 'You're The Most Unusual Fishing Partner I've Ever Had' YouTube Aboriginal 'Watchman' Opened Sacred Burial Boxes For Tourists Katya Palladina/CP Police Search For Missing B.C. Teen's Killer RCMP Treetops Near West Vancouver Home Lead To Lawsuit clarencedebelle.com B.C. Jail Sex Trial Hears Detachment Was Like Locker Room Andy Sacks via Getty Images First Signs Of Human Life In Canada May Be Here CP/UVic WATCH: Hangry Girlfriend Just Wants Her Damn Breakfast Shawn Anderson 3-Time Olympic Gold Medallist Joins Vancouver Police meghanagosta.com 5 Must-See Films At VIFF 2014 viff.org Teachers Shut Out Of B.C. Liberal Fundraiser After 'Security' Concerns Twitter How BC Ferries Could Save Over $9M Annually CP 'You Know He's Going To Re-Offend' Facebook WATCH: Dozens Of B.C. Whales Leave Boaters Gasping YouTube FOLLOW HUFFPOST Email Email Address Options HuffPost Daily Brief British Columbia Get top stories and blog posts emailed to me each day.. Facebook HuffPost British Columbia Twitter HuffPost Follow British Columbia Follow Google Plus HuffPost British Columbia RSS The Huffington Post British Columbia All RSS / Feeds Phone Available on the App Store Android App on Google Play Get it at Blackberry App World Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search advertise log in make HuffPost your home page RSS careers FAQ user agreement privacy policy comment policy about us about our ads contact us Copyright ©2014 TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. "The Huffington Post" is a registered trademark of TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. All rights reserved. Part of HPMG News Use this form to alert a HuffPost editor about a factual or typographical error in this story. Notify message * Required * * * What kind of error is this? Choose an option Factual or typographical Comment moderation problem Rights and permissions Other * What is the correction? 0 count Describe the error here (1,000 character limit) * Type the words below so we know you are not a cyborg Sign me up for The Huffington Post's Daily Brief Thank you!)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12056,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2001 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 13, Number 6, April 2001 Corporate sponsorship in ancient Greece by Constance Rulka Plato taught his students (the young people who shared his enthusiasm for the search for truth) in the grove of Academe, not far from Athens. Aristotle led his disciples through the grove of Lyceum, also in the neighbourhood of Athens. What is not so generally known is that the two groups were sponsored by two rival soft-drink companies: Nectar and Ambrosia. In return for wearing the logos of the companies on their tunics (and never switching allegiance from one drink to the other), the young Athenians received concessions at the Olympic Games. Those from the Academe were given passes to the grandstand, to hear the odes written to the heroes; and those from the Lyceum had a monopoly on the making of laurel-wreaths for the victors. All the privileges outweighed their usual frivolous pursuits of discussing the meaning of life and such conundrums as a definition of thought–which never brought them tangible rewards. Socrates fell foul of the system, though. He had no regular teaching area, and thought the soft-drink issue a restrictive one for rational minds. As a result, he wore both logos on his tunic on the very day that Phidias came to make preliminary sketches of the Academics before starting a massive sculpture of the group to grace the entrance to the Parthenon. The authorities took a dim view of what they saw as Socrates’s divided loyalties; and he was condemned to commit suicide for "corrupting the youth of Athens." He said his farewells and then drank hemlock, which was not in competition with either of the rival soft drinks. That had an unsettling effect on Plato, who then wrote a complicated allegory, "The Cave." In it, he saw all human beings sitting in a great cave, gazing at the rear wall and unable to turn to see the outside world of reality. At the mouth of the cave burned a great bonfire that threw a glow on the rear wall. Figures of various creatures passed between the fire and the cave, but all that the human beings saw of them were the dark silhouettes reflected on the wall. From those, they formed only a vague idea of the universe beyond. Many learned people have tried to explain what Plato meant by that image. It is now becoming clear that the philosopher had a vision of TV and its attendant commercials, especially as they intrude into the schools. Those in the cave see, not reality, but only the shadows on the wall. Another citizen of Ancient Greece who received acclaim was Pheidippides, who ran all the way from the battlefield at Marathon to tell the Athenians that they were safe, inasmuch as the Persian invaders had been defeated. His mission accomplished, he dropped dead in the marketplace. The important question, though, was what brand name was on the runners he was wearing. Who had sponsored that 26-mile run from Marathon? There had to be some money involved in there somewhere! Forgive the levity; but we have to get what humour we can by looking back at how oddly our current standards would fit into another age. Our present situation is grim–beyond laughter; and the fear is that we may have already gone too far to draw back. The lure of money from corporate sponsors has blinded many of us to the existence of the trap beyond the lure. When the year 1984 came and went, apparently without the dire changes predicted in George Orwell’s book, we heard a collective sigh of relief. It seemed thatwe were not going to give up our independence and individuality to work like robots at the will of "Big Brother." That all-powerful, unseen figure would not always be watching us and our actions. Nor would we have his "thought police" to control what went on in our heads. Perhaps Orwell just got the date wrong. In his book, he describes the danger of doublethink, the power of holding two contradictory beliefs in one’s mind simultaneously and accepting them both. It would mean believing: that the health of our children is of paramount importance, yet urging them to eat more and more junk food, and drink more and more caffeine-filled beverages—so that money will be available for sports equipment to maintain their health. that children going to school in poorer districts should have the same advantages as those in more affluent neighbourhoods, yet knowing full well that corporations are not going to sink funds into localities where the residents cannot afford to consume enough of their products to give them a handsome profit. Thus, the gap widens. that our public schools are the last strongholds of democracy, individuality, and creativity, yet encourage the brain-washing that goes along with constant advertising of the same products everywhere the students look. that the Jesuits were right when they declared that, given a child early enough, those in charge of that child’s education can condition him/her to beliefs that can never be shaken during the child’s lifetime, yet handing over the shaping of beliefs to corporations that are concerned only with the amount of profit to be made from the results. that we have freedom of choice, yet signing contracts for 10 years or more that bind our schools to give exclusive selling rights to one product rather than another. that dealings should all be open and above board, yet signing contracts that seem to contain a lot of secret clauses, unknown to many of the stakeholders on whose behalf they are signed. that it is immoral, as explicitly stated in the teachers’ Code of Ethics, to exploit the students in our care (a few decades ago, that meant refusing to sell them an expensive set of encyclopaedia by taking advantage of the learner/teacher relationship; but that was a simpler world) being willing to have them exploited by sellers of food, drink, and clothing that have nothing to do with their education. that children should feel safe and comfortable in school (which is the reason for stopping bullying and trying to build self-esteem), yet letting them be bombarded by the constant advertising of things that many of them will never be able to afford. that childhood should be a happy time and as carefree as possible, yet creating a dissatisfied, materialistic generation that is always hungry for more and more things—and not just any things but the passing fads for the expensive brand-name things that they see advertised. that there is no such thing as a "free lunch," yet really believing in the pot of gold at the end of the rainbow, held by a benevolently smiling sponsor, who understands our needs. that there are many things in the outside world from which we should protect our children until they have enough critical skills to make wise decisions (that is why we have workshops on smoking, alcohol, and drugs) yet hearing even parents argue that, since there is so much advertising in the outside world, it is better for students to get used to it inside the schools as well. Of course, there are all kinds of excuses. The school district in B.C. that allows commercial advertisements to appear on its school grounds in order to make money to pay its fuel bills may argue that cutbacks in funding have driven it to that course of action. Parents who want more and more computers, to put into newer and bigger labs, may argue that our students will be at a disadvantage on the job-market unless they have the most up-to-date equipment to learn on. For this, they must raise funds from that kindly bystander, the corporate sponsor, who stands, like Santa Claus, ready to hand out largesse (under certain conditions) to all who ask. Of course, we adults believe in Santa Claus, and the Tooth Fairy, and the Easter Bunny; but I believe that our youngsters are a tad more realistic than their elders in that respect. Maybe they will be the ones who will eventually (decades from now, when the ironclad contracts have rusted a little) free their children from the shackles. If not, we shall indeed have sold their birthright for a mess of pottage. Constance Rulka, a retired teacher, is a school trustee for the Howe Sound School District. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141008,thetyee.ca,http://thetyee.ca/Opinion/2014/09/30/Flaws-in-FIPA/?utm_source=fb-page-editor-post&utm_medium=fb-page&utm_campaign=fb-09-2014,Six Steps to Protect Canadians from Flaws in China Trade Deal | The Tyee About Advertise Follow Support RSS Topic Aboriginal Affairs BC Election 2013 BC Politics Education Energy Environment Federal Politics Film Food Gender + Sexuality Health Housing Labour + Industry Local Economy Media Municipal Politics Music Photo Essays Podcasts Politics Rights + Justice Science + Tech Transportation Travel Urban Planning + Architecture News Culture Opinion National MediaCheck Solutions Join Craving crack civic election coverage? Help fund it... Opinion Six Steps to Protect Canadians from Flaws in China Trade Deal FIPA can't be revoked, but citizens deserve its effects be independently tracked and reported. By Gus Van Harten, 30 Sep 2014, TheTyee.ca   Tweet Trade treaty expert Van Harten lays out ways FIPA governments can 'disclose, monitor, and limit the harm done by this treaty.' Image: Shutterstock. China Deal Trumps Province, First Nations on Energy Projects: Treaty Expert FIPPA carries big labour and regulatory implications for LNG development. With FIPA, Harper Shows There's More than One Way to Skin a Constitution Why else would he sign such a crappy deal? Taking apart Tories' Party Line on China-Canada Treaty A Conservative MP's letter attempting to soothe citizens worried about FIPA is misleading says expert Gus Van Harten, who breaks it down item by item. Read more: Politics, Labour + Industry, The Harper Cabinet quietly ratified the Canada-China FIPA on the afternoon of Friday, Sept. 12, 2014. Lately I have received messages from people asking if the FIPA can still be stopped and what else might be done to limits its potential harm. Sadly, there is no longer anything that any legislature, government, or court in Canada can do to avoid the FIPA taking effect on Oct. 1, 2014. The time for action was two years ago when the FIPA was made public. Many thousands of Canadians responded to this need at that time and since. Yet our institutions -- especially the federal government -- evidently did not. In particular, it is remarkable that no thorough and public study of the FIPA was done by the federal government before the treaty's ratification. As a result, there was no basis for a serious and well informed public evaluation of the treaty. If the decision to ratify was a mistake -- for example, because it may commit Canada to a dependent status as supplier of raw and unprocessed resources for the Chinese economy or because it does not ensure a level playing field between Canadian and Chinese companies -- the consequences of that mistake will now be unavoidable by Canada for decades. Incidentally, due to the efforts of the Hupacasath First Nation and those who supported and funded their legal challenge to the FIPA, a review of the treaty by a Federal Court judge did take place. Yet the judge who took the case, at the urging of the federal government, focused narrowly on the FIPA's implications for the Hupacasath alone, and not for any other First Nation let alone Canadians as a whole. Also, again at the government's urging, the judge adopted an exacting standard of proof in his scrutiny of the Hupacasath's anticipatory claims about impacts of the FIPA (the claims were of course necessarily anticipatory because the FIPA's impacts will come only in the future and over decades). In turn, it was easy for the judge to accept the government's argument that concerns about the FIPA, again for the Hupacasath only, were too speculative to require consultation with those affected before the FIPA could be ratified. The Hupacasath appealed this decision but the appeal was made largely moot when the federal government ratified the FIPA while the appeal was pending. Readers can judge for themselves whether this timing of ratification was a respectful response to the ongoing legal process to determine aspects of the FIPA's constitutionality. The important point here is that the Hupacasath legal action could have led to a broad and thorough review of the FIPA to inform the public and support a more careful decision on whether to ratify. However, the federal government urged, and a Federal Court judge accepted, that the review should instead be very narrow. Beyond this legal challenge by the Hupacasath, the only detailed public study of the FIPA, which focused on its unique or non-reciprocal terms, was by me. And I am the first to admit that it is a pathetic state of affairs when a lone academic supplies the only detailed public analysis of the text of a treaty that will have important and long-lasting implications for Canada in our economic relationship with one of the world's most powerful countries. In any event, my own study is forthcoming in the Canadian Yearbook of International Law and a near-final draft was made public and shared with members of the federal Cabinet in May 2014. For the record: the offices of federal Ministers James Moore, Jason Kenney, John Baird, Tony Clement, Lisa Raitt (my MP in Burlington, Ontario), Leona Aglukkaq, Bernard Valcourt, and Ed Fast were all given a copy of the study last May. None replied. As I thought when I sent them the study: at least they will not be able to say that no one ever told them in detail, before ratification of the FIPA, how its terms favour China and how they differ from Canada's other FIPAs. What can and should be done now Whatever the background, it is now clear that the efforts of many of us to ensure closer study and informed public evaluation of the FIPA before its ratification were in vain. Now the question is what might be done to limit its potential harm? I suggest that future governments could be asked to take various steps. 1. The federal government could in future commit to renegotiate the FIPA to address its non-reciprocal elements and unique concessions to China. Barring agreement from China, the government could give notice to terminate the FIPA at the earliest opportunity. The earliest date that Canada can terminate the FIPA, according to its terms, is Oct. 1, 2030. If the FIPA is terminated at that time, it will continue to apply to existing Chinese investments until 2045. In light of this, the option of termination provides no relief in the foreseeable future. 2. Critically, then, Canadians need an institutionalized way to learn how this FIPA is affecting governments, legislatures, and courts at all levels in Canada. Unfortunately, the China FIPA is uniquely secretive because of the international legal right it gives the federal government to keep lawsuits by Chinese investors against Canada confidential until an award has been issued. This means that the government can settle a controversial lawsuit by changing its decisions, or paying out public money, without public knowledge. The Harper government has said that it will disclose lawsuits by Chinese investors against Canada on a website, as it has done for several dozen investor-state lawsuits by U.S. investors under NAFTA. Yet there are problems with the credibility of this commitment. • First, no other trade or investment treaty concluded by Canada provides that the federal government can keep these pre-award documents confidential. For many years, Canada was a leader in the international push for openness in investor-state arbitration. Why the change in this FIPA? If the Chinese government insisted on secrecy in lawsuits against China, why did the federal government not include a requirement that lawsuits against Canada be made public? The FIPA is non-reciprocal in ways that disadvantage Canada. It could have been made non-reciprocal in its provision for openness in investor-state arbitration to ensure at least that Canadians would be informed of Chinese investor lawsuits against Canada. • What happens if a government faces a lawsuit by a Chinese investor that would be controversial if made public? Can we trust that all governments over the 31-year minimum lifespan of the treaty will not succumb to the temptation to keep the lawsuit secret? The federal government cannot commit future governments to a policy of openness in investor-state arbitrations under the FIPA, other than by binding Canada to that commitment in the FIPA itself. It did not do so. • China is clearly less committed to openness in investor-state arbitration than Canada's NAFTA partners. It seems reasonable to expect that the Chinese government may in some cases want to pressure Canada to block publication of information about a lawsuit under the FIPA. The very fact that the federal government agreed to conclude a FIPA that is non-reciprocal in important respects indicates that the government might also accede to demands by China in the FIPA's implementation. • Chinese investor lawsuits against Canada are of interest to Canadians because they may cause our governments to change decisions under pressure from China or Chinese investors. They may also lead to very large pay-outs of public money to Chinese companies in settlements behind the scenes. This makes it essential that the lawsuits be public so that Canadians can evaluate the costs and benefits of the treaty. • Canadian investor lawsuits against China are also of interest to Canadians. Yet, under the treaty, China has full discretion to withhold information about such lawsuits and the treaty appears to bar Canada from releasing any pre-award documents it obtains about such lawsuits. This is not in the interest of Canadians or Canadian investors seeking to evaluate business conditions and political risk in China. • Despite the federal government's claims, its disclosure of documents in U.S. investor lawsuits against Canada under NAFTA has not been as timely and fulsome as would be the case in a Canadian court process. Also, the details of settlements of NAFTA lawsuits that appear to have involved payments of compensation by a provincial government to U.S. investors are murky; in my experience, the federal government and affected provincial governments have been unwilling to confirm whether provincial funds were paid to settle specific NAFTA lawsuits. If governments are not forthcoming with such information when sued by U.S. investors under NAFTA, why would we expect them to disclose it under the China FIPA? • Ultimately, the federal government's commitment to release information about investor-state lawsuits under any treaties that provide for investor-state arbitration should be made part of a law that clearly binds the government. It is unacceptable that governments in Canada, without public knowledge, may change decisions about proposed legislation or regulations, or pay out public money to foreign companies, due to lawsuits or threats of lawsuits by foreign investors. 3. For these reasons, the federal government and provincial governments should introduce legislation to require officials to make public any information they obtain about the use of the FIPA (or Canada's other treaties that allow for investor-state arbitration) by foreign investors and by officials themselves in order to allow the public to know when and why the treaty has been invoked. This is essential for the public to be able to evaluate government responses to their exceptionally powerful obligations under the FIPA and similar treaties. 4. Under the China FIPA, a future government could also commit to rigorous Investment Canada Act reviews of proposed Chinese takeovers of Canadian companies in the face of increasing ownership and control of the resource sector by Chinese companies. The utility of the Investment Canada Act is limited in this respect by monetary thresholds and other conditions -- and the FIPA gives China broader rights to block Canadian investments than vice versa -- yet even so the Investment Canada Act can play an important role. 5. The exceptionally long lifespan and significance of the FIPA calls for careful and ongoing independent evaluation of its costs and benefits over the long term. For example, it is possible that concerns about the FIPA are overblown. Many of the FIPA's defenders have said this over the last two years, albeit without serious analysis to back up the claim. The next 16 years present an opportunity, indeed a necessity, to study the FIPA's impacts closely. Will Chinese investment help Canada to obtain value-added benefits from new resource development in Canada? Will the environmental impacts for Canada be managed appropriately? Will the rights and interests of Canadian workers, communities, and First Nations be respected? Will Canadian businesses suffer a competitive disadvantage due to the FIPA's non-reciprocal rights for Chinese investors in Canada and China? Will Canadian investors be protected from mistreatment in China despite the FIPA's allowance for all governments in China to keep their existing laws, rules, and practices that discriminate against Canadian companies? Monitoring and evaluation of the FIPA will need to be broad-ranging and, above all, public and independent. Perhaps an independent commission could be established to play this role for all of Canada's treaties that provide for investor-state arbitration as part of a broader review of Canada's national economic strategy. The commission would have to reflect genuinely a range of viewpoints. It must not be left to the usual crowd of promoters in and around the federal Department of Foreign Affairs and International Trade and in the investor-state legal industry. Given that the current federal government failed to do any public and independent review of the FIPA before it was ratified, we cannot expect the government to carry out a proper review now. From my perspective, the government appears more interested to deny the non-reciprocal and unique aspects of the FIPA and downplay the costs and risks of investor-state arbitration. With this in mind, Canadians deserve an explanation for why the federal government would agree to a non-reciprocal treaty with China that departs from Canada's past FIPAs in significant ways. Did China pressure the federal government to conclude the treaty by, for example, detaining Canadian nationals in China? What role did lobbyists in Canada play behind the scenes and who were they working for? What role was played by law firms that stand to benefit by representing Chinese investors in takeovers of Canadian companies and in lawsuits against Canada? More broadly, an independent review could examine the role of investor-state arbitration in all of Canada's trade agreements and other FIPAs. Investor-state arbitration is a controversial mechanism with important implications for democratic accountability and judicial independence and significant risks for public finances. Pending a review of these matters, the federal government should not conclude any more treaties that provide for investor-state arbitration. 6. Finally, I suggest that the federal government needs to develop a national economic strategy that prioritizes the interests for Canadian businesses, workers, and communities to benefit from value-added activities in resource extraction in Canada, while remaining open to trade and investment with China and other countries. The federal government has drifted far from this priority. Resource extraction and associated infrastructure in Canada should not go ahead where it will leave behind massive environmental damage in Canada or where the lion's share of the wages and profits will go to foreign workers or companies. These are ideas about how those of us concerned about the China FIPA could ask future governments to disclose, monitor, and limit the harm done by this treaty. None are satisfying when compared to the stark reality that the Harper Cabinet has locked in Canada to a non-reciprocal treaty for at least 31 years. Yet it is also not a reason to despair. Public scrutiny seems all the more important now as a safeguard against further concessions by the federal government to foreign companies in the brave new world of the FIPA and investor-state arbitration. Read more: Politics, Labour + Industry, Gus Van Harten is a law professor at Osgoode Hall Law School at York University. This coverage of Canadian national issues is made possible because of generous financial support from our Tyee Builders.   Tweet What have we missed? What do you think? We want to know. Comment below. Keep in mind: Do: Verify facts, debunk rumours Add context and background Spot typos and logical fallacies Highlight reporting blind spots Ignore trolls Treat all with respect and curiosity Connect with each other Do not: Use sexist, classist, racist or homophobic language Libel or defame Bully or troll Troll patrol. Instead, flag suspect activity. Please enable JavaScript to view the comments powered by Disqus. comments powered by Disqus LNG a chance, not a windfall, says BC throne speech Postmedia could soon own almost every English newspaper in Canada. What could possibly go wrong? VIEW: Voting for your principles is 'strategic voting' Petition opposes BC's 'potential muzzling' of non-profits More troubles for BC's big LNG plans Tirade at Tyee by immigration minister's top aide analyzed tweet by tweet Government slow to respond to FOIs? No need to tell Bob Mackin Converting ferries to LNG will save money, reduce fares: CEO See more » Tyee Video Picks Submitted by Tyee staff, Today Last chance to see 'The Vancouver Asahi' baseball story at VIFF. Where do these videos come from? From you. Suggest one here! Most Popular Can 'Cuisine' Make a Better School Lunch? What I Saw with a German Tour of the Oilsands Don't Give Postmedia More Local Monopolies First Nations 'Front and Centre Now': Pierre Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign How Much Do You Trust Canada's Wireless Giants? Christy Clark's No Pro at LNG Poker BC Filmmaking Duo Passes the Acid Test For Kids, the Meal Is the Message Most Emailed Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign For Kids, the Meal Is the Message Understanding Harper's Evangelical Mission Who'd Be a School Trustee in 2014? Why New Euro-Canada Treaty Is a Gift to Oil Firms BC Filmmaking Duo Passes the Acid Test We Must Heed Naomi Klein's Call China Deal Trumps Province, First Nations on Energy Projects: Treaty Expert Fired Researcher Who Killed Self Was Evaluating Drug Backed by Clark Climate Warriors Must Forge Stronger Alliances, Now Reported Elsewhere Postmedia could soon own almost every English newspaper in Canada (via DeSmog) Petronas CEO warns of 15-year delay to BC LNG project (via G&M) BC government apologizes for firing worker who later killed himself (via the Victoria Times-Colonist) From Tibet to Taiwan, China's outer regions watch Hong Kong protests intently (via the New York Times) It's a shame Jean-Claude Duvalier died a free man, says ex-UN prosecutor (via CBC News) Vancouver's cabbies take aim at Uber (via The Province) Keurig's coffee supremacy challenged by Canadian firm (via Yahoo! News) North and South Korea 'agree to talks' (via BBC News) See more » Your BC: The Tyee's Photo Pool Join The Tyee's Flickr group » View previous selections » Most Commented What I Saw with a German Tour of the Oil Sands (132 comments) Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign (76 comments) 'The Environment Is the Economy': MP Weston (106 comments) Fired Researcher Who Killed Self Was Evaluating Drug Backed by Clark (57 comments) Climate Warriors Must Forge Stronger Alliances, Now (53 comments) ISIS Threat: Let's Refuse to be Scared (79 comments) We Must Heed Naomi Klein's Call (309 comments) Christy Clark's No Pro at LNG Poker (38 comments) Six Steps to Protect Canadians from Flaws in China Trade Deal (128 comments) How Labour Unions Make Us Healthier (31 comments) About The Tyee National Pool Contributors Advertise Contact Funding Jobs Master Classes Privacy Policy Submissions Support The Tyee News Culture Opinion National Mediacheck Solutions Video Publications Tyee News Weekly Archives The Hook Other BC Blogs Reported Elsewhere Steve Burgess Murray Dobbin Michael Geist Crawford Kilian Rafe Mair Andrew Nikiforuk Shannon Rupp Bill Tieleman Dorothy Woodend Follow The Tyee Subscribe by email Subscribe by RSS Tyee Mobile App Managed Hosting by Gossamer Threads × Share article via email Send this article to: Your email address: Your message: Would you like to receive The Tyee's headlines free by email? Yes, every day. Yes, once a week. I already subscribe. No, thanks. Submit Show form again » Close)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/issues/research.aspx?id=5842,BCTF > Teaching in 2003: Survey report  	Untitled Page  For Teachers For Parents For Media Home E-mail Lists Links A to Z Index Contact Us Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources Home > Issues in Education > Inclusive Education > Research Project Teaching in 2003: Survey report – How teachers in Coquitlam and Nanaimo view Special Education and ESL services Charlie Naylor BCTF Research January 2004 Acknowledgements BCTF Research sincerely thanks all 380 teachers in Coquitlam and Nanaimo who took time from their busy schedules to complete the BCTF Research survey. Because the survey was anonymous and confidential, we have no list of names to acknowledge here, but without your contribution, this report would not be possible. You have provided a rich bank of data, reflecting the reality of teaching in a range of settings in the 2002–03 school year. Many thanks to you all. We also thank the teacher researchers from the Coquitlam and Nanaimo school districts who participated in the BCTF research project and who facilitated the introduction, delivery, and completion of the surveys. In Coquitlam, thanks to: Carol-Anne de Balinhard, Debbie Burchill, Shannon Joba, Sean Lenihan, Daphne Mercier, Jo-Anne Perly, Donna Schaefer, Jill Sully, and Nadine Tambellini. In Nanaimo, thanks to Donna Allen, Judy Brayden, David Cutts, Bob Esliger, Lois Gair, Maureen Hancock, and Patricia Joly. Thanks also to the presidents and staff of the Coquitlam Teachers’ Association and of the Nanaimo and District Teachers’ Association for their support and meeting facilities throughout this project. Chris King in Coquitlam and Judy Brayden in Nanaimo offered much appreciated logistical support throughout the project. Introduction This report is based on a survey of teachers in 13 schools in School District # 43, Coquitlam, and SD # 68, Nanaimo-Ladysmith. The 13 schools were selected to reflect school type: elementary and secondary in Nanaimo, elementary, middle, and secondary in Coquitlam. They were also selected to reflect the general demographics of the school district’s student population, with an appropriate geographic and socio-economic range. 380 teachers provided responses to the survey, an overall response rate of 60% (67% in Coquitlam, 53% in Nanaimo). The surveys were completed by teachers in early 2003. The full survey instrument can be seen in the Appendix. The primary purpose of the survey was to invite teachers to express their views concerning Special Education and ESL services at the time of data collection. In addition to the respondent demographic section, data were collected in the following six areas: Class size and composition Teachers’ philosophy and practices related to Special Needs and ESL Availability of school-based and district supports for students with special needs, and for ESL students Availability of supports for teachers linked to students with special needs, and ESL students Teachers’ enjoyment of teaching, and professional relationships Personal, career, and family impacts resulting from teaching This report, while differentiating data between the two districts, will not identify either individual respondents or school sites. Respondent demographics Age Survey respondents from Coquitlam tended to be generally younger than respondents from Nanaimo. There were significantly more respondents from Coquitlam in both the 25–34 and the 35–44 age groups than there were from Nanaimo, or than are found in the provincial average. There were significantly more Nanaimo respondents in the 45–54 and the 55+ age groups than there were in Coquitlam, or than are found in the provincial average. Table 1: Age distribution of survey respondents compared to the provincial profile Age Coquitlam survey respondents Nanaimo survey respondents Provincial profile1 Under 25 1% 1% 2% 25–34 28% 12% 19% 35–44 30% 19% 26% 45–54 30% 52% 42% 55 and over 9% 17% 11% No response 2% 0%   Gender More males from both districts responded to the survey than might be expected from provincial gender profiles, and fewer females. Table 2: Gender of survey respondents   Coquitlam survey respondents Nanaimo survey respondents Provincial profile2 Male 42% 39% 34% Female 57% 61% 66% Table 3: FTE status   Full-time, continuing Full-time, term Part-time, continuing Part-time, term Teacher on Call Coquitlam 90% 3% 4% 1% 1% Nanaimo 83% 3% 10% 3% 1% Years of teaching experience The survey gathered information on respondents’ experience levels, and compared them to the provincial profile (Table 4), using data from Ministry of Education Standard Report 2067, Years of experience within B.C. education system of educators by position and gender within school districts (for 2000–01). Considering these data in conjunction with the ‘Age Distribution’ data (Table 1), and assuming they reflect the teaching population in each district, Nanaimo appears to have both an older and a more experienced teacher population than does Coquitlam. With 23% more teachers in Nanaimo having over 20 years experience than is reflected in the provincial average, the district might anticipate significant turnover as large numbers of teachers will retire in the next few years. Table 4: Years of teaching experience—survey respondents compared to provincial profile Experience Group (Years) Coquitlam survey respondents Nanaimo survey respondents Provincial profile Less than one 2% 0% 3% One to four 11% 6% 18% Five to nine 25% 16% 21% Ten to nineteen 33% 25% 29% Twenty + 28% 52% 29% Teaching assignment and subject/work areas Classroom teachers made up 72% of respondents, with another 17% non-enrolling and 2% itinerant; 3% of respondents identified themselves as department heads, with 6% in “other” assignment categories. Respondents were invited to identify the subject/work area in which they spent most of their teaching time (Table 5). Almost half of respondents (44%) were elementary or middle school generalist teachers. Slightly over 40% of respondents indicated that they taught in more than one subject area, a pattern particularly pronounced in CAPP, English, and Learning Assistance. Table 5: Respondents’ subject/work areas Subject/Work area % of respondents – Coquitlam % of respondents – Nanaimo Elementary/Middle School generalist 24% 24% English/Language Arts 12% 15% Special Education 6% 11% Library 3% 4% Music/Drama/Fine Arts 7% 6% Science 10% 10% Social Studies 9% 7% Learning Assistance 12% 10% Industrial/Vocational/Tech. Studies 4% 3% Counselling 4% 5% Physical Education 6% 6% French as a Second Language 3% 3% Home Economics 3% 3% English as a Second Language 9% 5% Mathematics 10% 10% Alternative education 0% 1% Business Education 3% 2% History 4% 3% CAPP 6% 3% Distance Education/Distributed Learning 0% 0% Geography 2% 3% Languages other than English or French 4% 1% Other 11% 14% Grade levels taught, Split-grade and Multi-grade classes Many respondents taught more than one grade level. While this can be partly explained by the responses from secondary teachers, and from Special Ed/LA/ESL teachers, there were also a significant number of teachers (40%) who taught split grade or multi-grade classes in both Nanaimo and Coquitlam. Class size and composition Very few respondents stated that their class size or caseload had decreased (Table 6). Almost two-thirds of Nanaimo respondents reported increased class size, as did over one-third of Coquitlam teachers. Caseload data suggest Specialist support teachers also reported higher caseloads, with more Nanaimo Specialist teachers reporting increased caseload than was the case in Coquitlam. A sizeable minority of teachers in Coquitlam (37%) reported class sizes the same in the 2002–03 school year compared with the 2001–02 school year. However, only 22% of Nanaimo teachers reported class size the same in both years, reflecting significantly more negative views of class size changes in SD # 68. Table 6: Class size and composition Statement % increased % decreased % stayed the same % n/a don’t know % no response Compared to last year:           a. my class size has: 38* 63** 9 3 37 22 8 3 9 8 b. my caseload has: 34 46 2 2 29 29 15 5 20 17 Compared to last year, in my class/caseload, the number of:           designated (MoE funded) c. ESL students has: 30 25 3 8 40 34 14 11 13 22 d. students with special needs 37 49 1 6 39 26 13 7 10 12 e. students with beha-vioural problems 37 35 3 3 36 37 13 9 10 15 f. gifted students 12 6 6 5 36 36 28 24 19 29 non-designated (not MoE funded) g. ESL students has: 24 24 2 4 39 29 16 15 19 27 h. students with special needs 34 43 1 3 33 23 15 13 17 17 i. students with behavioural problems 43 42 2 2 30 27 12 13 13 16 j. gifted students 10 6 4 2 35 33 26 27 26 33 k. International students has: 20 24 3 0 27 22 27 25 24 29 * Coquitlam responses on first line ** Nanaimo responses on second line These data indicate that many classroom and Specialist support teachers have increased class-size or caseload, though there appear to be differences between the two districts, especially in terms of the high number of Nanaimo classroom teachers (63%) reporting increased class size, compared to 38% in Coquitlam. The numbers may under-represent the prevalence of increased class size as there are between 11% and 35% of respondents for whom the question was not applicable. This occurs when Specialist support teachers do not answer the class-size question, and when classroom teachers do not respond to the caseload question. Responses concerning changes from last year to this in terms of the numbers of designated students in classes or caseloads are similar in some areas between the two districts. Few state that there are decreased numbers of designated ESL students, students with special needs, or students with behavioural problems in their classes or caseloads. Most respondents report either increased numbers or the same as last year. A significant difference between the districts occurs in teachers’ perceptions concerning the numbers of students with special needs in their classes or caseloads, with 12% more Nanaimo teachers (49%) reporting increased numbers of designated students with special needs in their classes, compared to responses from Coquitlam (37%). This occurs also in terms of students who are not designated, but whom teachers consider to have special needs. 12% of Coquitlam respondents reported an increase in terms of Gifted students compared to 6% in Nanaimo. At least 20% of both districts’ respondents report increased numbers of fee-paying, International students in their classes. These numbers reflect teacher perceptions and views of class size and class composition issues. They indicate that, from the perception of most teachers, there have been no improvements this year in terms of class size, and in fact considerable deterioration, especially in Nanaimo, with almost two-thirds of respondents reporting increased class size. There are some grounds for concern in terms of the reporting of significant changes to class composition. Again, many more Nanaimo teachers appear to be reporting changed class composition than teachers in Coquitlam, particularly in terms of students with special needs. The concerns include levels of teacher preparedness (see Teacher views on Training and Practice), the ‘dumping’ of some categories of students into secondary elective courses, and placement of more students with special needs in fewer classes to maximize use of limited Special Education Assistant time. Teachers’ views on the Philosophy of Inclusion Data from this survey confirms B.C. teachers’ support for the philosophy of inclusion in schools, a finding consistent with many previous BCTF surveys of teacher views on the issue. At least 70% of teachers surveyed supported the philosophy of inclusion in both districts, with support slightly stronger in Coquitlam. Similarly, teachers in this survey reaffirm their view that the pragmatics of inclusion are difficult (Table 7). However, this survey also indicates that even more teachers support a range of placements other than full inclusion into regular classrooms, especially for some students with special needs. 79% of Coquitlam respondents, and 83% of Nanaimo respondents, felt there should be a range of placements other than full inclusion in regular classrooms. Similar but less-strongly-held views were expressed in relation to ESL students, where 74% of Coquitlam respondents, and 66% of Nanaimo respondents felt a range of placements appropriate. In terms of Gifted students, 66% of respondents in both Coquitlam and Nanaimo favoured a range of placements. Such views may indicate support for a greater use of resource rooms for some part of the day. In both districts, more than two-thirds of respondents favoured placement in non-school settings for some students with special needs. More than four times as many teachers favoured non-school placements in some cases than those supporting full school-based inclusion for all students. Such data may disturb those who believe in a fully inclusionary school system, as they appear to reflect support for exclusion in some circumstances. Teacher views on inclusionary philosophy may be linked to what they perceive to be the benefits to those students with exceptionalities, and to other students. Slightly more respondents agreed than disagreed that students with special needs benefited academically from inclusion, but between one-quarter and one-third of respondents did not believe students with special needs benefited academically from inclusion. In terms of social benefits for students with special needs a much greater number of respondents saw social benefits accruing to students because of inclusion. A very large majority of respondents stated that inclusion of exceptionalities in each class affected their capacity to meet the needs of other, non-exceptional students effectively. Such attitudes and beliefs require further exploration, as the picture is far from clear. On the one hand, teachers are philosophically supportive of inclusion, yet many also support placements within schools but outside of regular classes, and even placements outside of schools. Care should be taken to avoid simplistic analyses of such data. Do all teachers understand and/or define inclusion as it is defined in Special Education policy?3 Are teachers talking about all exceptionalities, or specific areas of concern? A tentative hypothesis is that teachers have few problems with the concept of inclusion for most of the categories of exceptionality reflected in Special Education designations, but there are a few key areas, such as severe behaviour problems leading to disruption, or high levels of physical dependency, where some teachers believe there is little to be gained (and in some instances, much to be lost) from inclusion. This may be in terms of the student with a special need, or in terms of benefits or problems for other students in their class or classes. Table 7: Philosophy and practice Statement % n/a or don’t know % strongly disagree % somewhat disagree % neutral % somewhat agree % strongly agree % no response a. I believe in and support the philosophy of inclusion within neighbourhood schools. 2* 1** 7 5 8 13 9 10 43 41 30 29 1 2 b. The daily implementation of the pragmatics of inclusion is difficult. 3 4 2 3 4 3 9 5 36 36 43 45 2 3 Most students with special needs benefit from inclusion:               c. academically. 4 3 13 10 18 18 23 21 28 33 11 11 2 3 d. socially. 2 1 3 3 3 6 9 6 38 43 45 36 1 3 Paperwork linked to (e), (f), and (g) has increased over the last five years:               e. students with special needs. 16 11 1 5 2 1 9 13 20 24 49 44 5 2 f. ESL students. 20 22 1 6 2 1 14 20 15 20 44 27 4 6 g. gifted students.   n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a   Resources/financial supports are adequate and enable appropriate delivery of services to:               h. students with special needs. 11 4 50 59 22 19 7 8 6 6 1 3 2 1 i. ESL students. 13 9 37 48 27 13 11 14 8 6 2 3 3 6 j. gifted students. 17 13 35 51 17 13 18 10 7 3 2 1 5 9 In my work I deal with (k), (l), and (m) who are not designated or recognized for funding or additional supports:               k. students with special needs 14 10 5 3 3 6 11 12 23 22 40 39 4 7 l. ESL students 15 15 3 6 3 5 13 18 28 22 33 22 4 13 m. gifted students 21 15 4 3 1 2 19 20 24 22 24 23 6 15 * Coquitlam responses on first line ** Nanaimo responses on second line Table 7: Philosophy and practice, continued Statement % n/a or don’t know % strongly disagree % somewhat disagree % neutral % somewhat agree % strongly agree % no response n. Inclusion of students with special needs affects my capacity to meet the needs of other students in the class. 6* 6** 3 3 2 3 7 7 24 22 42 37 16 22 I feel professionally prepared to work with:               o. students with special needs. 1 3 18 20 25 22 15 8 25 28 14 16 2 2 p. ESL students. 3 4 13 18 25 26 14 10 26 25 17 10 6 8 q. gifted students. 4 4 6 6 19 15 19 8 29 37 18 19 6 10 I am positive about working with other teachers in support of:               r. students with special needs. 2 1 2 0 5 5 8 7 37 38 46 45 2 3 s. ESL students. 3 3 1 1 5 3 7 7 35 36 46 41 3 8 t. gifted students. 6 2 1 1 4 3 10 6 34 36 41 42 4 10 u. I am positive about working with Special Education Assistants in support of students with special needs. 2 3 3 1 5 2 4 4 29 30 51 52 6 8 I feel that there should be a range of placements in appropriate settings for (v), (w), and (x) other than full inclusion into regular classrooms:               v. students with special needs 2 1 5 3 2 3 7 4 32 33 47 50 3 5 w. ESL students 2 3 6 6 5 8 10 8 35 32 39 34 3 10 x. gifted students 4 3 6 7 4 9 14 13 31 29 35 29 6 10 y. In some cases, some students with special needs would be better placed in a non-school setting. 2 1 6 6 9 6 8 10 32 30 36 37 17 13 * Coquitlam responses on first line ** Nanaimo responses on second line Teacher views on Training and Practice One of the most startling findings from this survey is the large number of teachers who state that they feel professionally unprepared to teach to the student diversity in their classrooms. Over 40% of respondents in both Nanaimo and Coquitlam stated that they felt professionally unprepared to teach students with special needs. A similar, but slightly lower, number of respondents felt unprepared to teach ESL students. A much smaller number of respondents (but still over 20% of teachers in both districts) felt unprepared to teach students who are Gifted. After many years of a provincial inclusionary policy, such perspectives are of concern. Inclusion is hardly newly-arrived, and the presence of students with exceptionalities in our schools is the norm. Yet, in spite of policy and the presence of students with exceptionalities over years, many teachers say that they feel unprepared to teach to such diversity. There are two obvious areas to address in terms of preparedness: pre-service and in-service training. It is still possible to graduate from some teacher training programs in B.C. without having taken units about teaching to exceptionalities. Even in institutions where units exist and are mandatory, the focus is limited and arguably insufficient. In terms of in-service, huge efforts are made by many districts and by many specialist support teachers to offer in-service to classroom teachers. Both pre-service and in-service provision of training for teaching to diversity compete with a mass of other training options: curriculum, assessment, classroom management, and technology, to name but a few. It may be time to stop looking through the lens of discrete training units. When exceptionality becomes one unit in competition with technology, a student or a teacher chooses one or the other to attend. Technology may ‘win’ and exceptionality may ‘lose’ in such a context. The alternative, hardly new as a concept but rare as a reality, is that pre-service and in-service training scrap the ‘diversity’ unit but thread it into every other unit. How do we incorporate consideration of diversity in our training of assessment, classroom management, technology? If diversity in our schools is a given and is pervasive, should we not thread all training with building capacity to adapt what we teach or assess so that all students are included? Teacher views on non designated, ‘grey area’ students In all three areas (Special Ed, ESL, Gifted) a large number of respondents state that they teach students who are not designated in any of the three categories but who, in their view, should be. This reflects the large numbers of so-called ‘grey area’ students, those requiring additional help or time to learn effectively. In some of the individual school Case Studies published as part of this project, some schools write IEPs for such students, and try to include them in the extra supports from Specialist teachers. However, there is some evidence that ‘grey area’ students may bear the brunt of cuts in service, as their needs may be less visible or less pressing than some students designated with special needs. Relationships Respondents were very positive about working with other teachers, and with Special Education Assistants. Over 80% of respondents indicated positive working relationships, with 8% or less reporting strained working relationships. Resources and paperwork Around three-quarters of respondents believe that resources for inclusion are inadequate, while slightly fewer state that paperwork has increased. While these might seem to be predictable, even mundane, responses, they encapsulate the two issues that are arguably straining the province’s inclusionary system to its limit: increased work expectations and reduced or inadequate resources. The issue of paperwork, much of it linked to a system more focused on accountability than support, is shown elsewhere in the research project to be reducing services to students. Districts are forced to produce extensive and excessive paperwork to prove to a government which underfunds education that they are spending inadequate funding in an accountable manner. Availability of school-based and district resources for students Availability of support is considered in Table 8, below. Teachers consider that school-based and district supports for students have declined in all eleven areas during this school year, compared to last year. Four areas are explored below. Available supports These data reflect a ranking of supports as seen by teachers. They do not in most cases gauge adequacy, but whether the supports, in the view of teachers, are available in some form. Where supports were seen as available, the range from highest-ranking category to the lowest was considerable. More than four in five Nanaimo teachers stated that Learning Assistance was available last year, but fewer than one in three considered that adequate adapted materials were available. High and low areas of available support – last year In both Nanaimo and Coquitlam, Learning Assistance support last year was identified as being available by more teachers than any other support. Teachers in both districts identified adequate modified and adapted materials as the least available support. Nanaimo teachers identified School-Based Teams as more available as a support than did teachers in Coquitlam, while both districts’ teachers had similar views on the poor supports for Gifted students, and limited adequacy of SEA support. High and low areas of available support – this year The data from both districts are disturbing – fewer teachers identify supports as being available this year. There are four areas of major differences between the districts. Two relate to Specialist teacher support, while the other two relate to services to ESL students and to the Gifted. While 64% of Nanaimo teachers reported ESL supports as being available last year, only 46% reported available ESL supports this year, a decline of 18%, compared to a 3% decline in Coquitlam. In terms of Specialist support for students with special needs, the difference is even more alarming, with 21% fewer Nanaimo teachers stating that such supports were available this year compared to last, and 31% fewer stating that Specialist teaching of students was available this year. Changes in the level of support for students in 2003 compared to 2002 Very few respondents identified increased support for students (Table 8). Respondents in both Coquitlam and Nanaimo identified Specialist support and SEAs as areas where supports were reduced. In Nanaimo, reduced services for the Gifted were also identified as significant, as was Learning Assistance in Coquitlam. But a sizeable number of respondents also stated that levels of support were similar this year to last, particularly in terms of school-based teams, and in terms of modified and adapted materials. At first sight some of these data appear contradictory, but in terms of modified/adapted materials, the message appears to be that they were poor last year, and little has changed in the school year in which these data were collected (2002–03). Table 8: Availability of school-based and district supports FOR STUDENTS Support Last year (2001–02) This year (2002–03) Support this year, compared to last   % Yes % No % n/a nr % Yes % No % n/a nr % More % Less % Same % n/a nr In my class/caseload:                     a. ESL support was/is available for students. 71* 64** 6 12 23 24 68 46 10 30 22 24 0 3 37 42 37 25 25 30 b. Specialist support was/is available for students with special needs. 74 76 3 8 23 17 70 55 8 25 22 19 1 0 52 51 21 25 26 23 c. Support was/is available for gifted students. 52 52 13 20 41 28 48 21 16 50 36 29 1 0 25 43 32 20 41 37 d. Support was/is available for dealing with student behaviour. 66 74 12 11 21 15 62 67 19 17 19 16 2 1 45 36 30 42 24 20 e. Learning Assistance support was/is available for students. 78 83 2 2 20 15 72 76 9 6 20 17 3 1 49 43 23 37 24 19 f. Pull-out services were/are available for students. 61 57 9 10 31 32 57 50 15 17 28 34 2 1 44 36 21 27 34 36 g. There was/is an effective school-based team in my school. 65 80 14 7 21 13 60 72 19 10 20 17 2 3 22 22 44 53 33 22 h. Modified/adapted materials were/are available for students. 59 58 12 18 29 23 56 57 15 18 28 25 2 3 25 16 39 50 34 30 i. Modified and adapted materials were/ are adequate. 36 31 32 43 32 26 35 33 32 41 33 26 1 2 21 13 38 52 40 33 j. Specialist support teachers provided/ provide direct teaching to students. 66 62 7 19 27 19 59 49 15 31 27 21 2 1 42 45 23 29 32 23 k. Students had/have adequate Special Education Assistant support. 53 35 21 42 26 23 40 22 34 55 25 23 1 2 45 43 22 30 31 25 * Coquitlam responses on first line ** Nanaimo responses on second line ‡ nr = no response Availability of support for teachers In none of the 17 categories in Table 9, below, did a majority of teachers state that there were more supports available for them in the 2002–03 school year than there were in the 2001–02 school year. In only one area (support from AOs) was there strong evidence that for a sizeable number of respondents (over 60%) in both districts, supports this year were similar to last. In two areas (school based team meetings and meetings with parents) over 40% of teachers in both districts reported the same levels of support in both years. In most other areas, respondents reported reduced supports for them as teachers. The highest impacts were in the areas of behaviour and special needs, while the highest concerns were in areas of Specialist teacher support, SEAs, behaviour, students with special needs, and capacity to meet the needs of other students in the class. These data suggest that while there have been some immediate and high impacts, teachers have high levels of concern in more areas than have been impacted to date. Of the 17 categories, ‘high concern’ responses ranged from a low of 26% to a high of 60%. This reflects a high level of concern, as between one in four and three in five teachers have high levels of concern for each of the identified areas. Levels of concern appeared slightly higher in Nanaimo than Coquitlam, with a noticeably higher concern among teachers in terms of support from the Nanaimo school district. Around 10% more teachers in Nanaimo than Coquitlam stated that they felt less district support in 2002–03 than in 2001–02. Similar numbers reported that this reduced support was ‘high impact’, and that it was a high concern when anticipating the 2003–04 school year. Teachers in Nanaimo clearly feel much less supported by their district administration/governance than do teachers in Coquitlam, and have greater concerns for future levels of support. Table 9: Availability of supports FOR TEACHERS Support This year compared to last year Impact of this issue this year Concern about this issue for next year   % same % more % less % n/a, nr‡ % high % low % none % n/a, nr‡ % high % low % none % n/a, nr‡ Support for you as a teacher from:                         a. Special Ed/LA Specialist support teachers. 31* 35** 2 2 41 40 26 23 36 29 24 29 11 15 28 27 58 60 13 11 4 5 26 24 b. ESL Specialist support teachers. 37 20 2 1 32 50 29 29 29 32 27 24 13 15 31 29 47 53 18 12 7 6 28 29 c. Special Education Assistants. 26 31 2 2 40 36 31 31 38 34 17 20 11 13 34 32 55 59 9 6 7 3 30 32 d. Counsellors/ others to deal with student behaviour. 34 34 0 3 41 42 24 21 38 39 18 22 15 13 30 26 54 59 12 13 8 4 26 24 e. Administrative Officers. 64 61 0 3 13 17 22 18 19 21 17 27 34 28 29 24 26 30 20 25 26 20 28 24 f. the School District. 31 20 1 1 37 48 31 30 30 38 15 17 19 14 36 31 38 48 14 13 14 8 33 31 g. Demands for meetings linked to School-Based Teams. 41 43 10 13 13 12 36 32 18 22 19 18 22 26 41 34 25 29 17 17 17 20 41 34 Availability of time for:                         h. meetings with parents. 42 48 5 3 31 30 22 18 27 23 26 31 20 22 27 24 35 36 24 28 15 10 26 26 i. completing paperwork. 28 33 21 15 31 34 20 18 43 37 18 24 15 15 24 24 51 50 16 16 10 8 23 26 Capacity to meet the needs of students in the class who are:                         j. ESL students. 34 31 5 3 34 38 27 29 32 33 25 21 11 15 32 31 45 45 15 11 7 10 33 34 k. students with special needs. 18 24 10 8 37 43 28 24 45 45 19 20 8 8 31 27 55 59 9 10 5 4 31 27 l. students with behaviour problems. 24 30 11 8 41 38 24 24 49 47 15 17 8 8 28 28 57 58 9 13 5 2 30 27 m. gifted students. 38* 27** 3 2 28 39 32 31 26 28 22 22 17 15 36 34 32 39 19 15 13 10 37 36 n. Capacity to meet the needs of other students in the class. 26 27 5 3 43 48 27 22 43 43 17 18 9 9 32 29 51 54 12 13 5 3 32 30 o. Support for develop-ing Individual Edu-cation Plans (IEPs). 33 29 4 4 34 41 30 27 34 38 19 21 13 11 34 30 42 48 15 15 11 8 33 30 p. Support for develop-ing and updating Annual Instruction Plans (AIPs) for ESL students. 33 24 4 1 25 36 38 38 25 27 17 15 19 17 39 38 32 30 14 16 16 11 38 43 q. Capacity to follow the directions of the IEPs in the class. 30 32 4 3 35 38 31 27 34 35 19 20 14 15 33 30 42 43 13 16 12 9 33 32 * Coquitlam responses on first line ** Nanaimo responses on second line ‡ nr = no response Teachers’ enjoyment of teaching, and professional relationships Table 10: Enjoyment of teaching, and professional relationships Statement % n/a, nr‡, don’t know % strongly disagree % somewhat disagree % neutral % somewhat agree % strongly agree a. I enjoy teaching this year at the same level as previous years. 5* 3** 24 21 26 24 8 4 23 27 13 21 b. Teaching is more stressful this year than last year. 5 1 7 13 9 4 8 10 32 32 38 39 c. Teaching this year is just the same as every other year. 7 4 45 43 30 24 8 8 8 13 2 9 d. Each year there are some cuts that make teaching more difficult. 5 1 5 6 5 3 4 3 24 26 57 61 e. I feel appreciated as a teacher by the students I teach. 2 1 6 3 11 14 6 4 46 49 28 29 f. I still have time to enjoy social conversations with students. 2 2 11 6 21 15 7 7 44 52 15 18 g. I feel appreciated as a teacher by the parents of students I teach. 3 3 9 9 19 12 15 10 40 47 14 18 I am experiencing difficulty in working relationships this year with:             h. other teachers 8 6 38 42 18 15 13 18 17 12 6 6 i. AOs 10 8 36 40 16 17 15 17 14 13 9 6 j. SEAs 13 35 44 30 13 8 24 20 5 6 1 2 k. district staff 21 32 30 20 11 8 28 26 6 9 3 4 I am experiencing increased conflict this year with:             l. other teachers 11 11 41 45 10 11 16 23 17 8 5 1 m. AOs 12 10 38 41 14 15 19 22 9 10 8 3 n. SEAs 14 35 46 34 11 7 26 23 3 1 1 0 o. district staff 20 32 36 24 8 12 30 24 5 6 1 2 * Coquitlam responses on first line ** Nanaimo responses on second line ‡ nr = no response For those who responded to this survey, teaching this year is not the same as it has been (Table 10). The data clearly show that most teachers still feel appreciated by the students they teach. But they also suggest a struggle: teachers still ‘love teaching’, the fundamental concept of being with and teaching students, but there also exists a sense of increased stress and reduced enjoyment, with cuts every year that make the job of teaching more difficult. 70% of teachers in both districts reported that teaching was more stressful in 2002–03 than in 2001–02 while over 80% blamed the increased stress on cuts in various school years. In terms of relationships, most respondents are positive about their professional relationships with other teachers, AOs, SEAs, and district staff. The data on how teachers believe parents appreciate them as teachers is slightly less positive, with a noticeable difference between the two districts, with Nanaimo teachers reporting a higher level of parent appreciation. These data, when read in conjunction with the Table 9 data (Supports for teachers) clearly show that teachers link incremental cuts over years, and major changes in the 2002–03 school year, to increased stress in a job more difficult to manage. Such cuts result from the actions of the B.C. provincial government, but are also linked to how districts manage the available resources. Clearly teachers in Nanaimo have less confidence that their district supports teachers than do teachers in Coquitlam. Personal, career, and family impacts resulting from teaching Responses to this section relating to personal, career, and family impacts (Table 11), can be considered in three areas: Impacts on teachers’ time A massive 86% of respondents in both districts agreed that more was expected of them each year. A sizeable majority of teachers spend evenings and weekends doing school-related work, with a higher number reporting this from Coquitlam. About 14% of respondents state that they are working part-time to ease work pressures, while around 30% are considering such a move. Teachers reported that the issue of time also affected their home lives, with 62% of respondents stating that they had less time and energy for partners/families in the 2002–03 school year. Wellness Responses indicate that the demands of teaching are making a significant number of teachers physically unwell. Over one-third of respondents state that they are not keeping physically well this school year, while about one-half say they cannot keep up the current pace for much longer. 41% of teachers in Coquitlam and 37% in Nanaimo, say that it is the pressure of working as a teacher that is making them sick. Respondents’ views of teaching as a profession Only 29% of Coquitlam respondents would recommend teaching as a career if asked, compared to 41% of Nanaimo respondents. About three-quarters of respondents in both districts stated that they still loved teaching. However, only 64% of teachers in Coquitlam, and 69% in Nanaimo, stated that they intended to stay in the profession, with 28% of Coquitlam teachers (21% in Nanaimo) considering quitting teaching. These data reflect deep disillusionment from many teachers: overworked, highly-stressed, under-appreciated, and facing the brunt of doing a tough job with fewer resources. Table 11: Personal, career, and family impacts Statement % n/a, nr‡, don’t know % strongly disagree % somewhat disagree % neutral % somewhat agree % strongly agree a. I am considering changing teaching assignments next year. 9* 12** 30 38 11 7 15 15 19 14 16 14 b. Each year more is expected of me as a teacher. 4 3 1 2 4 6 4 3 26 36 60 50 c. I am keeping physically well this school year. 1 1 14 16 20 17 15 4 34 40 15 20 d. The pressure of work this year is making me unwell. 2 3 19 25 19 20 19 15 29 20 12 17 e. I cannot keep working at this pace for much longer. 3 4 13 17 13 14 20 16 30 27 21 21 f. I spend too many hours a week doing school-related work in evenings and at weekends. 2 3 8 13 12 15 17 17 30 25 31 26 g. I have less time and energy for my partner/ family this school year. 5 4 8 16 10 10 15 8 31 29 31 33 h. I would recommend teaching as a career if asked. 3 5 26 20 23 18 18 15 20 24 9 17 i. I am considering working part-time to ease the pressure of work. 9 12 32 34 11 7 18 15 17 15 13 17 j. I am working part-time to ease the pressure of work. 30 35 33 27 4 3 19 20 4 2 9 13 k. I am concerned about a forced change in assignment. 13 13 16 20 11 7 17 13 22 17 22 30 l. I am concerned about the possibility of being laid off. 12 19 35 32 14 7 14 17 10 8 15 17 m. I am considering early retirement. 16 17 32 20 5 5 15 11 14 25 19 22 n. I am considering quitting teaching. 10 13 36 43 9 7 19 16 17 12 11 9 o. I still love teaching. 2 4 5 3 8 9 11 8 33 28 40 48 p. I intend to stay in the profession. 7 11 7 6 10 8 12 6 28 29 36 40 * Coquitlam responses on first line ** Nanaimo responses on second line ‡ nr = no response Conclusion The data in this report reflect the perspectives of 380 teachers in two school districts during the 2002–03 school year. In almost every area of focus (class size, class composition, supports for students, supports for teachers) teachers report that much more is expected of them with fewer resources and supports. While this was happening incrementally over several years prior to the 2002–03 school year, there is considerable evidence that the cuts in the 2002–03 school year are jeopardizing the chances of success for many students. Classroom teachers are reporting that they are less effective in meeting all students’ needs with increased class size, no limits on composition, less support from specialist support teachers, and reduced Special Education Assistant time allocation. At the same time that teachers report their concerns over meeting students’ needs, this report provides evidence that teachers’ health and wellness are being negatively impacted by the increased demands placed upon them by cash-strapped districts. Teacher responses to this survey reflect alarming levels of fatigue and disillusion with a system that keeps asking for more from teachers. There are significant numbers reporting illness caused by work pressure, and a sizeable number considering quitting the profession. An increased number of students’ needs are not being met, while teachers are becoming increasingly fatigued. These two key findings are the direct consequence of provincial government actions in terms of funding, legal, and contractual changes. None of these fiscally-driven changes have improved opportunities for students. Can critics of class composition limits in contracts demonstrate how their removal has improved services for students with special needs, with large numbers of designated students in some classes? Is there an explanation to parents of how removing close to $230 million from targeted funding led to 8% fewer designations of high incidence students, likely with corresponding loss of service for 8% of their children? How did the removal of ratios for specialist support teachers, with fewer, and many less-experienced, staff in these positions, help support classroom teachers and students? How do reduced numbers or hours of Special Education Assistants improve support? Some of the answers to these questions are to be found in this report. Teachers’ responses to this survey show exactly where the price is being paid, and by whom. Simply put, students and teachers are paying a high price for the provincial government’s actions in terms of funding, contractual, and legislative changes. These changes not only reduce services to the most vulnerable students in B.C.’s public schools, but also make it much more difficult to provide services to all students. The data in this report are ambivalent, but may be reflecting early signs of a backlash to the philosophy and policy of Inclusion among teachers. While around 70% of the teachers who responded to this survey support the philosophy of inclusion in neighbourhood schools, around 80% supported a range of placements other than full inclusion in regular classrooms. If resources intended to support Inclusion are systematically withdrawn, teachers may become less supportive of Inclusion. If provincial policy is not supported by provincial resources, when does the policy itself falter or break down? Appendix: Survey instrument  ________________________________ 1 Data source: Ministry of Education Standard Report 2057, Age distribution of educators within province (for 2000–01). N.B. The term “educators” includes all educators—teachers and administrators—in B.C. public schools, so comparisons are approximate rather than exact. 2 Data source: Ministry of Education Standard Report 2057, Age distribution of educators within province (for 2000–01). N.B. The term “educators” includes all educators—teachers and administrators—in B.C. public schools, so comparisons are approximate rather than exact. 3 “Inclusion is the value system which holds that all students are entitled to equitable access to learning, achievement and the pursuit of excellence in all aspects of their education. The practice of inclusion transcends the idea of physical location, and incorporates basic values that promote participation, friendship and interaction.” Special Education Services: A Manual of Policies, Procedures and Guidelines, BC Ministry of Education, 1995   About Us | News & Events | Publications | Advocacy & Action | Social Justice | Issues in Education © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9998&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 4, March 2003 Candidate statements for Executive Committee 2003–04 FOR PRESIDENT Neil Worboys Given the nature of the year we have just experienced, it has sometimes been difficult to see signs of hope–but they’re there! It’s been a challenge but we are making a difference and people are listening. Parents, students and community members throughout B.C. have organized themselves to resist the cuts, save neighbourhood schools and demand proper education funding. The tide of public opinion has turned and people are coming together to tell this government to stop the cuts before it’s too late. Our Federation must continue to be a leader in organizing students, public schools and communities in our struggle for a strong and stable public education system that promotes success for every child. As we mourn the loss of hard-fought rights we must never lose sight of our main objective to achieve the best learning conditions for students and working conditions for our members. I firmly believe in listening to and involving the members every step of the way. A strong bargaining strategy is built on the commitment of the membership. A strong team player, I offer you experience, commitment and proven leadership. I ask for your continued support. EXPERIENCE: Provincial: BCTF President (1 yr.), BCTF 1st Vice-President (2 yr.), BCTF Executive Member-at-Large (4), Provincial Negotiating team member, CTF Director (1), BCTF Bargaining Division Staff (4.5), North Coast Agreements/Bargaining Co-ordinator (8), Provincial Agreements/ Bargaining Ctte. (8), Provincial Bargaining Ctte. Chair (4), AGM Delegate (25), Summer Conference Participant and Workshop Presenter (13), Bargaining Council Rep. for Local #80 (Kitimat), Alternate Bargaining Committee Member (Zone 19), LR or Alternate (9). Local: President (6), Bargaining Chair and Member (24), Staff Rep. (8), Grievance Ctte. (14), Personnel Ctte. Chair (8), Local Advocacy Committee (2), Interim Council member (5), Negotiator Interim Council (1). Teaching: 34 yrs. Secondary and Elementary. Education: BSc. & Teacher Training (UBC) FOR FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT Jinny Sims Together we have developed and implemented a strategic plan to resist the government’s attack on our profession and public education. Teachers through locals, networks, and coalitions have played a significant role, and continue to be leaders in their communities. Our work with parents, unions, community groups and others will help to rebuild strong and healthy communities with a focus on public education. While our strategies may differ from local to local within the BCTF, the common objective of defending public education and our social safety net remains central. We are not alone. We have allies. We ARE making a difference. As we advocate for our students and our communities we cannot allow our professional voices to be silenced. Members have been courageous in speaking out and must continue to defend our professional autonomy, our working and learning conditions, and public services. Working with you to take on the challenges I will draw on my strong background in bargaining, pro-d, social justice, and political campaigns to advocate for our members and students. These are difficult times but together we can protect our profession and our public education system. I ask for your continued support. EXPERIENCE: Provincial: BCTF 1st Vice-president (1 yr), BCTF 2nd Vice-Ppresident (2 yr.), BCTF Executive member-at-large (1), CTF alternate (2), CTF delegate (3), Ministry for Children & Families (3), Coalition for Public Education (3), Rehab Expansion (3), CUPE Liaison (2), Social Justice (3), PDAC (3), PSA/PSAC (3), Health & Safety (3), Income Security (3), Finance Cttee., Pensions, Summer conference workshop presenter/facilitator, Advisory council of local presidents, pension plan training, Bargaining training; AGM delegate (12), LR (5), Bargaining council rep (2). Local: Nanaimo President (3), 1st VP (2);, Bargaining ctte. & neg. team (7), Grievance ctte. (6); S/W member & chair (3), ProD ctte. (2), Program Against Racism (2), Staff rep (10), Staff committee chair (5), member (15), Malaspina College partnership ctte. (2), EAC advisory board (4), Co-ordinator for multicultural curriculum (3), Facilitator for conflict resolution, Teaching: 24 yrs., English, social studies, counsellor. Education: B.Ed, UVic & Manchester, UK. FOR SECOND VICE-PRESIDENT Irene Lanzinger Teachers are facing the results of disastrous government policies in education. Those policies have reduced services to students, increased teacher workload, and introduced regressive and excessive "accountability" procedures. The BCTF has embarked on a long-term political action campaign to counter damaging government actions and to advocate for public education. We have made considerable progress on that campaign in the past year by building a stronger relationship with parents, trustees, and other supporters of public education. Pressure on the government to increase education funding is mounting. Our challenge is to continue to broaden our support and intensify the pressure on the government. The next round of bargaining will soon be here. Our bargaining strategy must be grounded in our political action campaign. We need to use this round of bargaining to achieve gains for our members and make progress on our goal of gaining full and free collective bargaining rights. It has been a great pleasure to serve teachers this year. I am always impressed by our members’ vision, strength, and unfailing commitment to public education. It is our greatest asset as we work to strengthen teachers’ rights and improve public education. EXPERIENCE: Provincial: BCTF 2nd Vice-president (1 yr.), Co-chief Negotiator Bargaining Team (2000-02), Advisory council of local presidents (3), AGM delegate (8), Summer conference (6), Job action planning ctte., LR (1), (alternate) (5). Local: President (3), Vice-president (2), Member-at-large (2), Staff rep (2), Bargaining Ctte. (2), Status of Women (2). Teaching: Secondary (8 yrs.), Elementary (4). Education: B.Sc. (UBC), Teacher Training (UBC), M.Sc (SFU) FOR MEMBER-AT-LARGE Linda Burkholder I am an independent candidate for Member-at-large. I believe... The BCTF must be an organization that values every member and is committed to serving them. When we restructure the BCTF, it must be to meet the needs of its members. We must not model this organization’s structures and governance upon the decisions of others. Added to the problems caused by larger class sizes, difficult class compositions, and lack of support for classroom teachers, accountability contracts are translating into increased workloads for teachers and a focussed attack on teachers’ professional autonomy. We must provide support for teachers in the areas of bargaining and professional development. I believe in full, free collective bargaining. I believe decisions about teachers’ professional development belong in the hands of teachers. We must expand bargaining, and preserve and protect professional development. We have been through tough times recently, but we have been through tough times before and we have managed to survive, to succeed, and to come back even stronger. Now is not the time to give up or quit. Now is the time to work. I am prepared to work hard to represent and serve the teachers of B.C. EXPERIENCE: Provincial: AGM delegate (14 years), Participant at many Bargaining Conferences, Leadership conferences, and Summer Conferences. Local: PRSTA President (3.5 yrs), PRSTA Vice-President (5 yrs), PRSTA Bargaining Chairperson & Local Chief Negotiator (7 yrs), Member of PRSTA Bargaining Team (12 yrs). Teaching: Secondary classroom teacher (4 yrs), Elementary teacher-librarian & prep teacher (24 years). Education: B.Sc.Ed., University of Texas @ Austin, 1971, Currently working on M.Ed. at the University of Lethbridge. Jim Gill The BCTF is facing a government that is determined to privatize education and destroy unions. As a profession and as an organization, we must meaningfully challenge the Liberal agenda and spending priorities. The provisions stripped from collective agreements, free local collective bargaining, and a properly funded public education system must be restored. Teachers have made some progress toward these goals during the past year. In January 2002, we stood nearly alone as other education stakeholders succumbed to the Liberal temptation of "greater flexibility." Since then, teachers have built coalitions with parents and unionists and have been instrumental in electing trustees who share our view that education is an investment, not an expense. We must expand and build upon these successes. Our most recent gains have been built upon the solidarity and commitment of our members. Solidarity has been facilitated by a leadership that has been collaborative, consultative, and accessible. As we prepare for another round of bargaining, this model of leadership will be essential to developing a bargaining strategy that is responsive to both the needs of members and the bargaining climate. I am committed to working with you to ensure students learn and teachers work in appropriate educational settings. EXPERIENCE: Provincial: ACLP (3 yrs), LR (2 yrs), Alternate LR (4 yrs), AGM delegate (10 yrs), Summer Conference delegate (6 yrs), Bargaining Conference delegate (2 yrs). Local: President (3 yrs), Vice president (2 yrs), Member-at-Large (1 yr), Finance Committee (5 yrs), Co-Chief Negotiator ( 1 yr), Staff Rep (7 yrs), Staff Committee member (9 yrs). Teaching: 34 yrs, secondary Social Studies and English. Education: BA (SFU), Teacher Training (SFU) Murray Helmer In our efforts to challenge government changes to public education, the balance the Federation once had between its professional and political initiatives has been lost. The more our focus moves away from educating students, the more we alienate the majority of our membership, whose main focus is the classroom. As working conditions deteriorate and it becomes more difficult for teachers to meet their classroom responsibilities, the Federation must be there with member support. We must provide the professional strategies to assist teachers with their educational realities, and be seen to be the educational leaders we are. We must realize that collective bargaining may not yield the results we seek, and consequently must find alternative ways to influence the broader educational community. We must welcome the ideas of our new and younger members; engaging our future leaders in discussions, placing value in their suggestions, incorporating their input into our plans, and resist conforming to our status quo. As a Member-At-Large, I will ensure our professional values remain at the forefront while we maintain our political struggles. The message we deliver in support of teachers and students will be strengthened if we are perceived to be the respected professional body we are. EXPERIENCE: Provincial: BCTF Executive Committee Member-At-Large (1 yr.), BCTF AGM Delegate (7 yrs.), BCTF TOC Advisory Committee (4 yrs.), BCTF Social Justice Review Steering Committee, BCTF First Nations Education Steering Committee, BCTF Education Finance Work Group. Local: President (Cariboo-Chilcotin) (8 yrs.), Vice-President (1 yr.), Bargaining Chair (2 yrs.), CCTA Executive (12 yrs.), Staff Rep (3 yrs.). Teaching: 14 years, Intermediate level. Susan Lambert "No longer respected...now expected," wrote one teacher recently describing her school’s climate. The phrase captures the frustration of many teachers as our professional autonomy is eroded, resources dwindle, and our practice is judged accountable on the basis of narrow, superficial data such as FSA scores. So what’s a union to do? I believe we must determine the motives and understand the consequences of policies shaping public education these days. We must help build communities of informed citizens who understand the value and role of public education in civil society. And we must find strength in our collective voice. Public education in B.C. is second to none. Its quality has been built, in large measure, by teachers working through the BCTF. I am proud of our commitment to student learning and to public education. I am proud of the democracy within the BCTF, the broad scope of our union’s work, and the ability of the BCTF and its locals to protect the welfare of members. I will always work to encourage member participation in decision-making, to strengthen our commitment to global social justice and responsibility, and to gain respect for our profession. Our students deserve no less. EXPERIENCE: Provincial: AGM delegate (19 yrs), Trainer/facilitator in Namibia (5 sessions) and South Africa (1 session), Staff Rep Trainer (5 yrs), WOW facilitator, Summer Conference Participant and workshop presenter, BCTF OSD/PD Administrative Staff (4 yrs), Federation Appeals Board (2 yrs). Local (Prince Rupert): Staff Rep (4 yrs), S/W Committee (1 yr), Program Against Racism Chair (2 yrs), Communications Officer (2 yrs), Labour Liaison Officer (3 yrs). Local (Burnaby): Vice President (1 yr), LR (4 yrs), Leave of Absence Committee (2 yrs), Grade 7 Girls’ Conference (1 yr), BTA Scholarship Committee (2 yr), Job Action Committee (1 yr). Teaching: 23 years--intermediate teacher, teacher-librarian, learning assistance, gifted education, special needs. Education: Hons Engl BA (SFU), PDP (SFU), Teacher-Librarian Diploma (UBC). Jill McCaffrey It has been a difficult year for teachers. Education, health, and social service cuts have impacted children, families, and communities in ways never imagined. Our public education system, the cornerstone of a democratic society has been under attack by the Liberal government. Yet, there have been significant gains. Drawing on membership involvement, guided by a common purpose and thoughtful planning we endorsed a strategic plan for our actions enabling teachers to stand strong against the government agenda. We hold the moral high ground, but our task is not complete and the challenges substantial. The future requires unity and adherence to our goal of fully funded public education and success for every child. We will need to build and strengthen our ties with parents, labour, coalitions, and other organizations. We must continue to strengthen internal solidarity and enhance membership involvement. I am an advocate for the rights of teachers and children and am committed to full and free collective bargaining. As local president I have successfully built membership support and organized an active community coalition and network. These ties have brought together diverse organizations in support of public education and social justice issues. I offer my passion, energy and enthusiasm. I have an excellent work ethic, organizational strengths and experience as a local president as well as knowledge and skills to build and sustain networks. EXPERIENCE: Local: President (2 yrs), Vice-president (2 yrs), Local Bargaining Committee (6 yrs), Staff Rep (3 yrs), AGM Delegate (5 yrs), Summer Conference ( 4 yrs). Teaching: Middle and secondary both locally and internationally (24 yrs). Education: MA, UBC, Home Ec Concentration UBC, PDP SFU, BA Honors SFU. George Popp Given what has happened in the past two years of Liberal "government" it is only natural that teachers feel besieged. What is important is how we respond. Do we allow the clock to be turned back, negating a generation of hard-won gains? What do you think? I say "No!" Our best hope in this struggle is a united and democratic BCTF supporting strong local unions; enabling committed teachers. To maintain the vitality of our Federation and of public education we need determined members and strong, imaginative leadership, dedicated to democratic principles. The Federation must apportion its resources wisely to meet the challenges ahead. We ask many things of our Union. To meet members’ needs will require intelligent and pragmatic leadership. As a classroom teacher with a record of dedicated union service, locally and provincially, I feel that I can contribute such leadership. I believe that the teachers of this province have the collective wisdom and will to tackle the challenges set in our way. The strength of the BCTF is in its members! I look forward to working with you and for you on an executive that is dedicated to serving the teachers of British Columbia. EXPERIENCE: Provincial: AGM delegate (10 yrs), Summer Conference participant (5 yrs), Professional Development Associate 2 yrs (Secondary School Project), LR ( 10 yrs), Agenda Committee (rookie!). Local: President (2 yrs), Vice-President (5 yrs), Grievance Committee (13 yrs), Bargaining Team (5 yrs), Disputes Chairperson (2 yrs), Liaison Committee Chairperson (4 yrs), Staff Representative (5 yrs), Education Change Committee (4 yrs), Technology Committee (2 yrs), BCSPAC co-ordinator (8 yrs). Kelly Shields Teachers’ predictions have come true. We are seeing the Liberals dismantle our public education system and the social fabric of our communities. Our Union’s existence is being threatened at all levels. The "heart" of our collective agreements–the working and learning provisions have been decimated. It can’t be business as usual as we enter our next round of bargaining. Members must be integral to our strategy for regaining rights lost through legislation and setting our political agenda. In setting that agenda we must continue to reach out to our communities. As a past president of the largest local in the Federation and a current member of the BCTF Judicial Council, I recognize the importance of unity and respect for our differences. We can not pit small locals against large locals. We must work together to advocate for public education and to defeat our common enemies. Our Federation has vital work to do. We will work through our budget concerns together, while maintaining our union principles. I have been and will continue to be a tenacious advocate for the four pillars of our union–professional development, social justice, service to members, and bargaining. These are the principles that unite us as British Columbia teachers. EXPERIENCE: Provincial (BCTF): Provincial Bargaining Team (2), Judicial Council (3, 3-yr. terms), Local President’s Advisory Committee (1), Local Representative (6), AGM delegate (19). Local (Surrey Teachers’ Assn.): President (3), Acting President (6 mo.), First Vice President (1), Second Vice President (2), Grievance Officer (1 yr. full time; 2 part-time), Surrey Teachers’ Assn. Executive (14), Grievance Committee (13), Political Action and Public Relations Chair (2), Working and Learning Conditions (2), Local Bargaining Committee (1), Staff Rep Assembly Chair (2), Staff Rep (9). Teaching: 22 years, Primary, Learning Assistance, Tutorial Teacher, Resource Room Teacher, Segregated Special Education Classroom Teacher, District Integration Support Teacher. Education: B. Ed. in Special Education, UBC Early Childhood Education diploma, Capilano College. Kathleen Thomson Teachers are tired. The government’s deliberate agenda to underfund and privatize public education hampers children’s learning, yet teachers are expected to do more with far less. The spectre of further cuts, closed schools, and unfair media scrutiny diminishes teachers’ optimism. Many members feel insecure about their professional future and disenfranchised from their union. I am seeking re-election as Member-at-Large because I believe our immediate mandate is to determine what teachers most need now. The fight to regain lost protections will not be won overnight. Along with proactive work with coalitions, our Federation strategy must involve choosing political campaigns more wisely; resisting overburdening members and locals; and placing greater emphasis on professional support for classroom and specialist teachers. I am also running because I believe past Federation practices will not always provide solutions to present dilemmas. This means we must examine and change less than successful bargaining strategies. This means we must encourage different representational views within our internal structures. This means we have to provide a public voice that turns members’ distress and detachment into hope and resolve. I would be honoured to lend my experience, intelligence, and courage to help teachers formulate that hope and that resolve. EXPERIENCE: Provincial: BCTF Executive member-at-large (3 yrs.), CTF delegate (3), Staff pension plan advisory committee (2), Negotiations training; Bargaining conference (2), Summer conference delegate and workshop presenter (6), Chair, Metro West zone council (1), AGM delegate (9). Local: President (6), Vice-president (1), Executive committee (7), Grievance panel (2), Staff Rep (5), Negotiations, job action, advocacy committees, etc. Community: Co-chair, Municipal planning/ environment committees, SFU senate (2). Teaching: Secondary English, French, German (11), SFU TA (2). Education: BA, PDP (SFU). Val Windsor As a union of professionals, the purposes of the BCTF are clear: to promote the cause of public education, to raise the status of the teaching profession, and to promote the welfare of teachers. Currently, we are fighting to save public education. In doing that, we are raising the status of our profession by advocating for our students. There is, however, another critically important purpose we must serve. We must find a way to respond to the needs of the teacher in the classroom–a teacher who may never attend the BCTF AGM or get actively involved in the local but is no less important nevertheless. The BCTF will soon need to make a number of difficult decisions and we must make them with that member in mind. We must review our bargaining strategies and processes to ensure we are effective at the table in just over a year. We must reconcile our shrinking financial resources against our demand for programs and services. We must take the governance review recommendations into staffrooms so that our members can decide how best to renew and further democratize our union structures to make the most efficient use of the Federation’s resources. It is a fact that members are questioning the relevance of the BCTF in their professional lives. We must face that reality and prove our relevance. The future of the BCTF hinges on our ability to provide that proof. I seek to bring that teacher’s voice to these critical deliberations. I seek your support as a Member-at-Large. EXPERIENCE: Provincial: Local Rep (8), BCTF AGM delegate (12), Judicial Council (3), Staff Rep Trainer (2), CTF AGM delegate (3), Organizing Committee CTF AGM Vancouver (1), G.A. Fergusson Award Trustee (4). Local: President (2), 1st Vice-President (3), 2nd Vice-President (3), Secretary (3), LR (8), Bargaining Chair (3) and member (6), other committee membership: Health and Safety, Working and Learning. Teaching: 34 years in the profession, Grades 3—7. Education: BA, PBD, PDP SFU.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media last tweet "" @ - 12:00am Follow @ last post "" facebook/ - Jan 1st Like Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Foster parents are ordinary people engaged in extraordinary acts of kindness. Join the team! http://t.co/6jUkcsOp6V" @Teresa_Wat - 04:31pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=16540&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2008 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 1, September 2008  What is DART? By Sheridan Angerelli, Susan Croll, Donna DeCastro, and Noralea Pilgrim How perplexed we were to read the front page of the October 2007 issue of Teacher newsmagazine. Not only had a teacher been disciplined for refusing to administer the District Assessment of Reading Team (DART) assessment to her Grade 3 students, but the DART was characterized as a standardized test. We asked ourselves if this could be the same DART that many of us in Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows use and have been using for the past three years. Our experiences with DART are quite different than Kathryn Sihota’s and we wish to explain why. First, it is useful to know the history of the DART and why it was designed. Our understanding tells us that the DART was in part created to mitigate against standardized testing that was (and is) coming down the pipe. A well-renowned BCTF member, along with a group of BC teachers, are the authors of DART. They knew that teachers were being bombarded with all kinds of assessments and tests and set out to create a reading assessment that BC teachers could easily and handily use. That’s why the Performance Standards for Reading are used in conjunction with the DART; teachers are familiar with them and already use them in their teaching practices. There are DART texts, all non-fiction, for Grades 3–7. Students read and respond to two different DART texts twice a year, once in the fall and once in the spring. The DART assesses for a variety of reading processes and skills that we believe strong and capable readers must develop in order for reading to be a meaningful and enjoyable experience. Current research supports this belief. These skills and processes include: making personal connections while reading making inferences while reading distinguishing between main ideas and supporting details using a repertoire of strategies to read unfamiliar words using a repertoire of strategies to read challenging text. There are two chief components to the DART. Prior to the students reading the text independently, the teacher brainstorms with the class, the text’s topic to build background knowledge. As well, the teacher reads all the questions with the student before to help the students establish a purpose for reading. Then the students read the text to themselves and answer questions. Each question requires the students to answer in a different format, thereby encouraging students to think in different ways about the text. For example, students are asked to categorize facts or ideas using webs or charts, or to draw and label a sketch that builds upon information from the text. In other words, the DART does not rely on the traditional “question/answer” format in order for students to show what they know and understand when reading. Secondly, the students read aloud a portion of the text to the teacher and then answer questions orally. This oral component not only gives the teacher a snapshot of the child’s oral reading, but also gives the student an opportunity to respond verbally—a benefit for many children especially those who find writing difficult. The DART is intended as the kind of assessment that, once completed, is used by the teacher to help her students learn and grow. It helps us determine, not only our students’ strengths, but what they need to learn to become strong thinkers and readers. To use the lingo, it is primarily an assessment “for” learning, but, of course, like any useful assessment, can (and in our minds, should) be used as an assessment “of” learning. It helps school staffs decide which resources to purchase (if monies are available) and how to set reading goals for students in general. We also give the results of the Grades 3 and 6 spring DART to the district. Students, not teachers, are identified. These results aid in determining how to allocate resources and funds for student learning in literacy. Furthermore, it is critical to remember that the DART is one assessment, not the “be all and end all.” An evaluation cannot be made on one piece of work. Evaluations can only be made once a pattern is present. The DART is one piece of many classroom-based assessments that help give us a clear picture of our students’ strengths and challenges in reading. Administering the DART: The “right” conditions In our experience, it is the classroom teacher who decides who in their class participates in DART and when the DART takes place. For example, many teachers wait until October or November to do the Grade 3 DART because their students are just learning about the Grade 3 world. It is true, many of them aren’t used to reading non-fiction texts. This does not mean they can’t or shouldn’t, but that they may need extra time, support, and teaching to get there. The DART isn’t given cold. It is not presented as a test. The tasks presented in the DART are very much like the tasks children in language-arts and literacy-rich classrooms do everyday. Teachers are also the ones who decide which students, and how students take part in DART. For example, a student who is struggling with reading, may be given an alternate reading assessment, have the text read aloud to them, or have responses scribed for them.. Support is available for classroom teachers. Teachers in our district have had many opportuni­ties to attend sessions to continue learning about the reading process, and about DART, either with Faye Brownlie, or one of the district facilitators. As well, teachers are not expected to either administer or interpret the DART on their own. A literacy teacher at each school may work with both the teachers and the students throughout the whole process. Based on the strengths and needs of the class, the classroom and literacy teachers work together to plan lessons and activities to encourage reading growth in stu­dents. In addition, there is support available from district facilitators. Lastly, the DART is an assessment that is congruent with our values regarding what reading is. The DART aims to assess thoughtful and deep reading, asking students to represent their thinking and reading in a variety of ways. We want our students to be these kind of readers. Sheridan Angerelli, Susan Croll, Donna DeCastro, and Noralea Pilgrim are Maple Ridge teachers.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9860,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2002 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 2, Nov./Dec. 2002 B.C. Liberals push boards to market education by Larry Kuehn The B.C. Liberal government is reshaping public education through privatization and a market approach to education. A number of policies put in place will have a profound impact on public education in the long term. Welcome to School District No. ## Business Company! Amendments to the School Act in Bill 34 in the spring of 2002 brought a new institution to the public schools in B.C.: the School District Business Company. Each school board now has the right to create a company to carry out business activities that would not be possible as a public body or that would expose the school district to financial liability. The name is spelled out in the legislation: School District No. ## Business Company, with your district’s number in the place of ##. Two districts with a great deal of entrepreneurial experience—New Westminster and Vancouver—jumped almost immediately to establish their companies. When asked about why Vancouver had to rush into setting up its company without first studying the implications, board officials said it was to keep up with New Westminster, which had already created its company. Boards may use their company to make profits to pay for educational programs. That could set up significant inequities as districts successful in marketing offer more programs than those that keep their focus on educating the students who live in their district. Selling educational programs to students overseas and providing consultants to other schools in Canada are two types of business likely to be undertaken. Companies must have a board of at least three people, at least one of whom must be a board official or trustee. Boards are not supposed to transfer money to these businesses. If they transfer assets, such as teacher-developed learning resources to these companies, they must be for fair market value. Offshore B.C. schools as profit centres One school has been operating as a B.C. school in China, and now the province has chosen 20 more schools to offer the B.C. curriculum. The new schools will be in the People’s Republic of China, Taiwan, and Japan. The offshore schools must employ teachers with B.C. certificates, meet the learning outcomes of the B.C. curriculum, and have the students write the required B.C. exams. The ministry will certify and inspect the schools and issue Dogwood diplomas to graduates. To meet requirements, the school can work with school district companies, other B.C. companies, independent schools, or consultants. They are private schools with students whose families can afford to pay high tuitions. They are buying the Dogwood, which provides high status for the student and easier access to post-secondary education in B.C. The (London) Times Education Supplement, August 2, 2002, ran an article pointing out the irony of B.C. public schools’ selling elite private education overseas to finance the public schools in B.C. Open school is up for sale Open School has been put on the market with a call for proposals for privatization. When Open School was created, it was given without cost all the materials developed for the ministry while it was a branch of the ministry. Last year, Open School earned a profit of $142,600 by selling course materials for distance-education students in B.C. and internationally. International students as "cash cows" Many districts have moved quickly to bring in international students, who pay high tuition and top up the district budget. In 2000–01, districts charged an average tuition of $10,000. On average, they spent $5,000 per student, leaving an average profit of $5,000. Lots of businesses would like to work on such a margin. The expenditures on those students are not for just a few extra teachers, but also for sending school administrators on expensive overseas recruiting trips. Between 2000–01 and 2001–02, the number of international students jumped from 2,947 to 4,035. The revenue from international student tuitions totalled $40 million in 2001–02. Some students as young as 9 or 10, speaking no English, are being put into classes, sometimes without ESL support. With the stripping of language from the collective agreement, the potential for even bigger profits is great. More students can be put into classes without contractual limits. That affects the learning conditions of not just the international students, but also the other students who receive less of the teachers’ attention. Distributed learning—competition for students... and their funding For several years, the ministry allowed 18 school districts to run online distributed-learning programs for students being schooled at home rather than in classrooms. A cap of 2,200 students was placed on those programs, and the districts received funding of $3,500 for each of the students. As of the 2002–03 school year, the lid is off those programs. Every school district is now free to run its own program. There is no cap on the number of students who can be enrolled in online programs. Each of the students brings to the school district the base funding of $5,308 each. Students can be enrolled in a district program no matter what district the student lives in. This is creating a competition for students, with some districts offering incentives for students to sign up. The Gold Trail district, for example, is offering to pay parents $750 per student for learning resources and $250 for Internet connections. The Nechako E-bus has advertised that it provides a computer and Internet links to families who sign up with the program. Some of the Regional Distance Education Schools have reported that students in their programs have moved to other programs that offer more incentives to sign up. Funding is determined by the number of students enrolled by September 30, so teachers in some of the programs have been told to focus on recruiting students so that there will be enough funding to pay for their positions. Since this is one of the few ways that a district can increase its funding, we can expect that the pressure to find new distributed-learning students will increase. With student loads often 50 or more per distributed-learning teacher, some districts see making a "profit" on those students, even after giving a portion of the public funding to private individuals for learning resources, computers, and Internet links. In the past, the distributed-learning programs primarily sought students who were being home schooled and not in the school system. Now, however, with deregulation, a district can recruit students from other distributed-education programs or from among students who would otherwise be attending regular classes in their own or other school districts. With these new financial incentives, we could well see a rush by school districts to create new programs to keep from losing students and their funding. The situation could turn into another dot-com fiasco, where districts think they can whip together a program without first finding out if there is a real need or if distributed learning is really educationally sound for most students compared with participating in a classroom. Who owns the teaching resources developed by teachers? Ownership of teaching resources hasn’t been a big issue for teachers. We have shared things that work for us, borrowing from many sources and giving permission for use without formal agreements. Our work has, in effect, been part of a public commons. With the commercialization of education that is taking place, questions of copyright and ownership are taking on a new importance. What has been a part of the commons has been privatized. When a teacher develops a resource for a distributed-learning program, can the school board (or the "School District ## Business Company") sell that resource? The answer is clear in a few cases—where the teacher was explicitly engaged to write something for the board to sell or where the teacher develops something on his/her own time for the specific purpose of selling it herself. But many real situations are somewhere in between; where the issues will have to be clarified over time. Commodifying education moves it into the sphere of trade agreements The General Agreement on Trade in Services (GATS) of the World Trade Organization covers education and all other services. The agreement as it exists has limited application to education, but negotiations to be completed by 2005 expand the terms of the GATS. What is considered trade in education? Four categories are defined by the WTO: Cross-border supply: service provided from one country into the territory of another country; e.g., providing education services through the Internet are a form of this type of trade. Consumption abroad: consumers, such as students studying abroad, cross borders. Commercial presence: investment in service providers in another country, such as in a privatized Open School. Presence of natural persons. Individuals travel to another country to provide a service on a temporary basis, such as B.C. inspectors travelling to China, Japan, and Taiwan to inspect B.C. schools. Clearly B.C. is already engaging in or is about to embark on a number of these forms of trade in education. The implication is that the entire public education system will come under the trade rules. When a province adopts legislation to allow public bodies—school boards—to create private companies for international trade, it can hardly claim that it should have an exclusion for "services supplied in the exercise of governmental authority." So what is the problem with education as international trade? International exchanges can open up attitudes and develop cross-cultural understanding. People in the rich countries like Canada have a social responsibility to share in the development of the educational possibilities for the millions of children who lack access to even the most rudimentary primary education. Communication technologies—satellite television and the Internet—are creating experiences with media that are common across national borders. Internationalism is not the problem. Commodification and privatization is the problem. Positive forms of international cross-fertilization can be carried out on a basis other than trade. Experiences can be based on solidarity and support, rather than on commerce and profits. Two particularly negative effects flow from moving public education into the realm of international trade. The first is the exacerbation of inequalities. When the funding of the education of British Columbia children and youth depends on the sale of services, then the resources available will depend on the entrepreneurial success of the district rather than on an equitable distribution of public resources. Creating elite private schools outside Canada will increase inequalities in the countries where the schools are set up. The second negative is the loss of democratic control of our own education system. Trade rules trump democratic decisions. If a school district wants to give preference to local suppliers or say that curriculum must be developed by people who have taught in the province, that action could be declared an inappropriate restraint on trade and on the right of corporations from elsewhere to profit by supplying those goods and services. We have already seen a trade tribunal set up under NAFTA decide that a city in Mexico does not have the right to stop a dump of toxic wastes from a U.S.-based corporation on the borders of the city. In another case, a Canadian corporation is seeking damages for unrealized profits from a hazardous gasoline additive that California has banned. Such decisions are made by trade tribunals—which operate in secret—simply on the basis of trade rules, not on the basis of social justice or public health and environmental protection. Commodifying education, making it a salable and tradable product, and privatizing its delivery lead us down that path. Maintaining education as a public good requires challenging provincial efforts to privatize. Further, it requires pressure on the federal government not to agree to provisions in the GATS negotiations that would broaden the coverage of education. Public education is threatened when it faces cuts in resources that make the system less able to meet the needs of students and communities. But it is also threatened when ideological preference for market competition distracts it into profit-seeking rather than focussing on the needs of the students in its classrooms. Larry Kuehn is director of the BCTF’s Research and Technology Division. www.bctf.ca/NotForSale/privatization/MarketSchools.html Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bcpsea.bc.ca,http://www.bcpsea.bc.ca/bc-teachers/teacher-collective-bargaining/bargaining-archive-2006/Teachers-Union-Reaching.aspx,Teachers' union reaching too far  Teachers' union reaching too far Victoria Times-Colonist Editorial, May 20, 2006, Page A10 Students should hope the latest demands from the B.C. Teachers' Federation are just part of the usual contract posturing. Because if teachers are serious about holding out for higher wage increases than other public sector workers, some sort of school strike is likely for the fall. The union has just announced plans for an early June strike vote. The timing isn't surprising. Their contract expires June 30 and the pressure is on to reach a deal before then. That would allow members to receive the $3,700-per-person signing bonus available if agreements are reached before their expiry date. But the rhetoric is alarming, even given the expected posturing by both sides. The B.C. Public School Employers' Association has followed mediator Vince Ready's recommendation and tabled what it calls "a serious opening offer." The proposal would provide wage increases of eight per cent over four years, plus the signing bonus if an agreement is reached by the end of June. It's a reasonable proposal for this stage of the talks, serious but with enough room for the employer to improve the offer during bargaining. BCTF head Jinny Sims doesn't think so. The union wants 24 per cent over three years, plus contract changes that would add significantly to costs. But every other public sector union has reached agreements that provide increases worth about 11 per cent over four years, plus the signing bonus. The union claims a need to increase wages to keep up with Alberta and Ontario and warns of a teacher shortage. But aside from some smaller communities and specialized instructional areas, there is no teacher shortage at current wage levels. In many areas teachers wait years on sub lists before finding permanent work. There's a danger of miscalculation in this dispute. Teachers were buoyed last fall when the public stayed solidly on their side during a two-week illegal strike. (And the government was surprised and chastened.) But that was in large part because the teachers emphasized their battle for smaller classes and more support for special needs students. They won. The government admitted its error in eliminating class size limits and reintroduced them. That was the right decision for education. And it was also an astute bargaining move. Now if the BCTF launches job action the conflict will be over wages, not educational quality. And public support, critical in educational labour disputes, will not be there. Both sides know roughly where the deal is. It would be destructive folly for the union to launch a fight it can't win. Copyright Victoria Times-Colonist 2006. Teachers Overview Teacher Collective Bargaining Teacher Bargaining Bulletins Bargaining Archive 2006 Bargaining Archive 2011 Collective Agreements Collective Agreement Administration Bulletins Workplace Safety Benefits Buying Group Media Facebook Twitter LinkedIn YouTube RSS Feeds Teachers Teachers Support Staff Exempt Staff Publications Learn and Connect Resources About Us Home Members Login Contact Us Sitemap Contact BCPSEA Address: 400-1333 West Broadway, Vancouver BC V6H 4C1 T: 604.730.0739 F: 604.730.0787 EMAIL: contact.us@bcpsea.bc.ca © 2014 BC Public School Employers' Association. Cancellation and Refund Policy | Privacy Policy | Terms and Conditions Vancouver Web Design  by Graphically Speaking)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media last tweet "" @ - 12:00am Follow @ last post "" facebook/ - Jan 1st Like Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=29354,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > March 2013 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 25, Number 5, March 2013   The great Canadian shoreline cleanup  This spring, make a difference for your local shorelines, and your community. The Great Canadian Shoreline Cleanup, a national conservation initiative of the Vancouver Aquarium and WWF, is seeking school, scout, and youth groups in British Columbia to help clean local waterways and shorelines, ensuring their health for the wildlife and communities that depend on them. Presented by Loblaw Companies Limited, the Great Canadian Shoreline Cleanup spring program is the perfect opportunity to learn about shorelines and clean up litter that would have a serious impact on the health of our oceans, lakes, and rivers—and ultimately our communities. This spring, make a difference for your favourite shoreline. The spring cleanup program runs from April 1–June 30, 2013 Register today at ShorelineCleanup.ca or call 1-877-427-2422 Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12696,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 1999 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 12, Number 2, October 1999 B.C. Teacher—humanist heroine by Nancy Knickerbocker Lorrie Williams’ decision to teach in East Africa was “strictly for fun and adventure.” She never imagined the experience would change her life and later win her international acclaim. Back in 1982, she responded to a letter in Teacher newsmagazine about a school in Kenya that needed a teacher. Williams was so apprehensive that she arrived “firmly clutching my return ticket.” Instead of fleeing though, she loved the work and extended her one-year leave to 18 months. “It changed my life,” she said simply. As headmistress of the school, she had the unfortunate duty to expel students who could not pay the tuition fees. In an effort to help those children continue their education, Williams started writing to friends back home pleading for donations. “We’ve just got to keep this or that kid in school,” she’d write. And soon Canadian friends were sponsoring more than a dozen students. Back home, Williams founded a charitable society, the Canadian Harambee Education Society. Harambee is “pull together” in Swahili. Over the years, the society has grown beyond Kenya to include a school in Tanzania. Since 1985, the society has subsidized the education of more than 400 students, many of whom have gone on to post-secondary. Early on, Williams decided to sponsor only girls “because they are so disadvantaged” and have far fewer chances than boys to complete their high-school education. Now retired from teaching, Williams is grateful that the Retired Teachers’ Association of B.C. has been such a major supporter of the project, providing sufficient annual funding to rent the CHES house in Kenya. Many retired teachers from B.C. have volunteered six months or a year to administer the program. “This work has given me an opportunity to meet some of the finest people,” says Williams. “Retired teachers have more time and less stress, and the knowledge and wisdom they bring is incredible.” Williams has kept in touch with many former students, and one even named her daughter Lorrie after the friendly Canadian teacher who made such a difference in her life. “That little Lorrie is my first African godchild. She’s seven now, and recently I got my first letter from her.” With so much gratitude and good will flowing back to her as a result of the Harambee Society’s success, Williams feels the work is its own reward. But in the spring of 1999 she was delighted to receive another award to honour her commitment to girls’ education. The Feminist Caucus of the American Humanist Association honoured her as the Humanist Heroine of 1999 “for uplifting women through education.” – Nancy Knickerbocker For more information about the society or to sponsor a student, write to Lorrie Williams at 446 Kelly Street, New Westminster, BC V3L 3T9. Or fax (604) 525-6959. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7792,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 1, September 2004 Teachers’ right to inform parents about cuts affirmed In the fall of 2002, teachers around the province used a card to show parents the changes in the size of their class since the B.C. Liberals removed class-size limits from our collective agreement. Some school administrators and boards told teachers they were not allowed to share that information with parents during parent-teacher interviews. We received a ruling from arbitrator Don Munroe that states that teachers not only have the right to distribute those cards, they have the right to discuss any information regarding the state of public education in the province with parents during parent-teacher interviews. According to Munroe’s ruling, teachers do not have a duty of loyalty or fidelity to the provincial government. Munroe has upheld a provincial grievance filed by the BCTF on November 6, 2002, and determined that attempts by school boards to prevent teachers from using school bulletin boards, parent-teacher interviews, and other means to advise colleagues and parents of the union’s and its members’ views with respect to class size and bargaining matters are violations of teachers’ rights to free expression under the charter. In holding that the boards were interfering with teachers free speech and that such interference was not justified in a free and democratic society, arbitrator Munroe wrote: [T]he posting of the subject bulletins or flyers on the teachers’ bulletin boards, or the handing out of the "cards" at parent-teacher interviews, would in no way interfere with the effective and efficient operation of a school; and neither would it result in loss of instructional time or other educational disturbance. There is no suggestion in the Alleged Actions that the intended communication by the teachers, either as to form or substance, would in any degree have impaired the performance of their duties as teachers. I make this additional point. The common law duty of fidelity owed by a teacher, and arising from his or her employment, is a duty owed to the School Board employing that teacher. A teacher does not owe a duty of fidelity arising from employment to the provincial government. To the extent the expressive content of the materials intended by the teachers to be posted or otherwise communicated was aimed at the provincial government, the duty of loyalty or fidelity has no application. This award is a significant victory for teacher (and employee) free speech, and it should give school boards pause in attempts to use their power as employers, on behalf of BCPSEA and the provincial government, to suppress the voices of teachers and teacher unions on educational matters. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12790,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2000 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 12, Number 5, March 2000 Globalization of justice is teachers’ goal at hemispheric gathering Stories by Nancy Knickerbocker Teachers must challenge transnational trade agreements “It is possible to conceive of a globalization that is friendly to democracy, social equity, and a healthy environment… However, most of what is called globalization is not friendly to the environment, the rights of workers, or to those who support government action on behalf of social justice,” says Larry Kuehn, director of research and technology, and co-ordinator of international programs for the BCTF. Speaking at the Initiative for Democratic Education in the Americas held in Quito in the fall of 1999, Kuehn outlined many compelling reasons for teachers to oppose international trade agreements such as the Multilateral Agreement on Investment and the World Trade Organization. Whether it’s under the MAI or the WTO, education is reduced to a commodity. Teachers know that quality public education is a costly labour of love. But as such, it is a prime target for privatization. In a world where global education spending exceeds one trillion dollars, “this is the last great frontier to be tapped for profit-making ventures, if the public sector can be even partially replaced by privatized education,” Kuehn warned. “Education is important in the neo-liberal project because of the size of the market that it represents, its central importance to the economy, and the potential challenge to corporate globalization if education succeeds in producing critical citizens for a democratic society.” The capacity of public schools to graduate millions of well-informed, analytical thinkers throughout the Americas clearly poses a major threat to those who seek private profit from public education. Kuehn urged delegates to reject the prevalent “ideological monoculture,” which insists there is no alternative to neo-liberalism, and which dulls resistance through the “cult of the inevitable.” Far from inevitable, the hyper-competitive world envisioned by drafters of international trade agreements is not impervious to challenge by everyday citizens. The new information technologies can be powerful tools, Kuehn said, pointing to the successful campaign against the MAI, and the Jubilee 2000 campaign to show how globally-linked citizens can have an impact. IDEA’s on the web Please tap into the IDEA Web site for the full text of Larry Kuehn’s address, or any of the keynote speeches given at the hemispheric conference. Presenters dealt not only with globalization, but labour and human rights, women’s issues, teachers’ health and safety, and more. Why not bookmark it? http://www.vcn.bc.ca/idea   Envisioning democratic education for children of the new millennium A veteran of decades in the trenches of the struggle for public education in Peru, Jose Ramos has marched and gone on hunger strikes and made his share of speeches. But with the final keynote address of the IDEA conference, he moved people from both North and South with his thoughts on a truly democratic system of public education. Despite the two social and economic realities in the Americas, he said, the crisis in education now spans the continent, and it’s essentially due to the prevaling commercial concept of education. “Without doubt, the neo-liberal model diminishes advances toward democracy in education.” Opposition is growing throughout the hemisphere, but Ramos warned that it is not enough simply to oppose neo-liberalism. “It cannot be merely a response to the current crisis, but must rather be a revitalizing project for the 21st Century.” First among the principles of democratic education he elaborated, was that of social transformation. “We need an education system that promotes social change,” he said. “If there is no equality of opportunity for all, there is no quality education.” Ramos called for an integrated kind of education that encourages the development of the whole child. “Neither an obsession with technology, nor a vacuous humanism constitute valid alternatives to the holisitic formation of children and youth.” He also articulated the principle of continuity, “the imperative of life-long learning, or education as a permanent process for all citizens.” He suggested that the basic tenets of democratic education rested in respect for human rights. For the millions of North, Central, and South Americans who daily struggle for basic survival, “the practice of liberty remains only an aspiration.” But even so, he said, “education can promote awareness of the true meaning of freedom.”   Sowing the seeds of love in Latin American schools At the Jardin de Infantes Lucia Franco, music teacher Alonzo Robalino strums a lively rhythm on his guitar as his Kindergarten pupils jump and sing, waving tiny Canadian and Ecuadorean flags they’ve made to greet two visitors from Vancouver. He’s wearing a teachers’ union T-shirt that says Sembrando amor, sowing seeds of love. “Love is free,” he smiles, “so it’s the one thing we have in abundance here.” In Ecuador, as in many countries of Latin America, public schools receive essentially no government funding except for teachers’ meagre salaries. All the other costs of running the system–water, electricity, maintenance, books, paper, pencils, paints–must come directly from the pockets of already-impoverished parents and teachers. “Several times a year we hold a minga, a work party, and everyone does volunteer service,” explains principal Janne Goyes. Located in Conocoto, a working class suburb of Quito, the school now boasts a washroom with one toilet for each of the seven classes, and a new music room equipped with a decrepit tape deck and a keyboard, but no furniture. These improvements were built and paid for by parents and teachers. “Despite the many cutbacks, we are still struggling to improve the quality of education,” says Robalino. Throughout the Americas, governments are making communities and families responsible for more and more education expenditures. Teachers see this decentralization of responsibility for funding as a first step toward privatization, and thus an essential element of the neo-liberal agenda. It means that those who can least afford it are paying for the basics of public education. “The biggest problem at schools here in the rural sector is malnutrition,” says Cecilia Buitron, a Grade 4 teacher at a public school outside Ibarra. “Many children come to school without breakfast, and sometimes without dinner the night before. It is not unusual for students to fall asleep in class or even to faint from hunger.” Obviously, their families cannot afford the 30,000-sucre maintenance fee, even though it’s the equivalent of only a few dollars. What then? “If they can’t pay, we [the teachers] help out,” says Buitron. “No children are turned away from our school because they can’t pay, but in the city they probably would be.” Although the vast majority of Ecuadorean children have access to basic education, only about 53% have access to secondary school. This year, government increased the school year to 200 days from 185 with no corresponding increase in teachers’ salaries. Although 30 is the maximum class size by law, many teachers struggle to meet the needs of 40 or even 50 students. When teachers stage demonstrations or marches, often their students take to the streets too. The students of the Colegio Teodoro Gomez de la Torre are known throughout the province of Imbabura for their enthusiastic support of their teachers. About 1,800 youth attend in three different shifts, many of them studying at night and working all day. Social Studies teacher Fabian Barragan invites us into his classroom for a discussion with the 47 boys in his Grade 11 class. In their beige school uniforms they look more like military cadets than high school students. We asked them about the challenges they’re facing as they prepare to graduate. Patricio Andrade’s response is simple, yet profound. “I think it’s all the big problems of our country. When you live in a society that’s corrupt and violent, it’s very difficult to grow up to be a good person,” Andrade says. “That’s why we count on our teachers for good counsel.”   Indigenous people demand equal access to education On January 20, 2000, an uprising led by thousands of indigenous people and a few sympathetic army officers succeeded in overthrowing the government of Ecuador. Their success was aborted overnight by senior military brass and the United States, which threatened to economically isolate Ecuador like Cuba. The indigenous people’s “government of national salvation” was short-lived, but their dream is still very much alive. Throughout the Americas, millions of descendants of the great indigenous civilizations are rising up against poverty and injustice. From North to South, the Haida, the Maya, the Inca, and many others are seeking a new relationship with the majority cultures of their lands. Not least among the First Nations’ demands is for public education to meet their needs, honour their cultures, and preserve their languages. In rural and indigenous areas of Ecuador, for example, more than half of the schools have no water or electricity, much less libraries or computer laboratories. Domingo Sanchez co-ordinates a bilingual program of Mayan education in Guatemala, where indigenous people comprise more than 60% of the population. “Our teachers are part of the transformation of society,” Sanchez says. But schools must change too, he insists. They must open up to different learning styles, including the more participatory, less hierarchical Mayan tradition in education. From their villages in the mountains of Chiapas, Zapatista rebels, who are also Mayan, use the Internet to build international support for their indigenous education programs. Since they launched their rebellion on the day the North American Free Trade Agreement went into effect, they have been struggling to keep their autonomous schools functioning despite a state of war. Linda Watson, second vice-president of the BCTF, told IDEA delegates about the history of colonialism in Canada and the terrible legacy of residential schools. Some of the aboriginal representatives from Latin America were surprised to learn that there are First Nations people in Canada. But, being woefully familiar with centuries of suffering, they were not surprised by Watson’s account of the problems now faced. She outlined the Federation’s aboriginal-education initiative, and the commitment of B.C. teachers to improve school success for aboriginal students. “What impressed me most was the amazing harmony of purpose among everyone there,” Watson said. “We were from dozens of countries and spoke different languages, but everyone was there because they had similar problems and shared a vision of solutions.” Delegates agreed on the following principles: Schools need to respect the values and honour the learning styles of indigenous students. Schools should promote diversity of cultures, not assimilation. Governments must bear more responsibility for funding indigenous education. Teacher training must include indigenous education.   Argentine teachers win one against neo-liberal agenda In spring 1997 a group of teachers erected an enormous white tent in front of the National Congress in downtown Buenos Aires. They called it la Carpa Blanca, the white tent of dignity, and they vowed it would remain standing until the government put an end to eight years of devastating free-market reforms. “Their policies went only in one direction–from outside [the country] to inside, from the top down, and always towards privatization,” says Marta Maffei, president of the Argentine Confederation of Education Workers. “We were seaching for a way to express the global nature of the crisis in education.” Colleagues from throughout Argentina and around the world (including teachers from Quebec, Ontario, and B.C.) came to express their support. Many stayed for a week or longer in the tent and participated in an ongoing hunger strike. Maffei and Marcelo Mango, another Argentine delegate at the IDEA conference, both mounted hunger strikes of more than three weeks’ duration. As well, the teachers used creative strategies to raise awareness about a broad range of concerns, including mass standardized testing. To point out how test results can be used against students and teachers, they challenged a number of public figures to take IQ tests and allow the results to be reported in the media. No one was really surprised that Maffei, a brilliant orator and organizer, scored highest in the nation. Neither were they surprised that then-President Carlos Menem flatly refused to take the test! The response to the teachers’ campaign from Argentine civil society was was overwhelming. Famous singers, soccer stars, and the media joined with parents, students, and teachers at la Carpa Blanca until more than 1.5 million people had signed a petition demanding preservation of public education. Their solidarity forced the government to back down. Congress approved a tax increase to generate $700 million annually for a National Fund for Education Finance. The 2000 budget includes a 4% increase in education spending, some of which goes to teachers’ first raise in many years. They won increases of $60 to $120 over their average current monthly salary of $300. So, after more than 1,000 days of protest, teachers dismantled la Carpa Blanca at dawn on December 30, 1999. “We know that our experience cannot necessarily be translated to other countries, but it’s good to know that we don’t always lose, that even up against neo-liberalism, we can win some battles,” Maffei said. “Above all, it’s good to know we can globalize our resistance.” Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=22920,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 23, Number 6, April 2011   Readers write Corporate infiltration I read with interest “To Market to market” by Oslem Sensoy (Teacher, March 2011) wherein she describes the infiltration of corporate sponsors into our cash-strapped schools. Readers may be interested to know of Juliet Schor’s book, Born to Buy, published in 2004. Schor chronicles the insidious methods used by marketing companies to reach an ever-younger age group of consumers. In fact, her interviews with marketing insiders reveal how companies are not only reaching the young but developing them as consumers and life-long brand loyalists. Parents and teachers, fortunate enough to listen to Juliet Schor at past public education conference sessions, will remember her inspirational and cautionary message. Parents and teachers may wish to encourage their PAC to book the parent presentation the BCTF offers titled, “Born to Buy,” based on Shor’s work. She happily lent her book’s title to this informative presentation. Sylvia Bishop, Delta  Teacher buy-in critical Regarding “Here we go again” (Teacher, Jan./Feb. 2011). Many of us feel that the Year 2000 Program would have resulted in best practice pedagogy. Implementation failure was indeed a costly nightmare and may even have led to the current “accountability” agenda and ministerial reluctance to support “the creativity of hands-on teaching methodology” desired by Ken Abramson and others. While adequate funding is a pre-requisite for success, teacher buy-in (unfortunately insufficient for the Year 2000 Program implementation) is critical. Neil McAllister, Vancouver  24-hour Teacher Instead of calling this magazine Teacher, I think it should be called Preaching to the Choir. The money and effort used to create this noble publication should not be spent on distribution to teachers and then hopefully trickled down to parents and the rest of the public. Instead, the magazine should be agressively distributed publicly; perhaps hiring people to hand out at Skytrain stations like the Pattison Group does with it’s 24 Hour newspaper, could be an option. I strongly believe that we need to reach the public more and gain their support, if we are to have success with public education in this province. Jacob Larsen, Burnaby  Pension matters All teachers, school administrators, and BCTF administrators pay into the same pension fund, but not everyone draws out a pension in proportion to the amount they pay into the fund. Pensions are based on the best five years of salary. The amount we collect as a pension is determined by the compounding effect of the contributions made for the duration of our careers. However, teachers who become administrators or BCTF administrators receive a huge pension increase without making an equivalent increase in their pension contributions. For example: A teacher, who becomes a vice-principal five years prior to retiring, receives a pay raise of approximately $20,000 per year. During these last five years of work, the VP will contribute, with interest, approximately an additional $29,000 into the pension plan. This figure includes the school board’s contribution as well. This small, extra contribution makes this vice-principal eligible to collect 70% of their $20,000 pay raise for their entire retirement. This amounts to $14,000 per year plus indexing. Therefore, the vice-principal has totally withdrawn his additional contributions to the pension plan in approximately the first 2.5 years. From that point forward, teachers are subsidizing this VP’s pension. If the VP, in this example, lives the expected 25 years on pension, he will withdraw $425,000 (including indexing) more out of the pension plan than he has contributed! Even if this VP works 10 years as a VP, he will withdraw his entire contribution in about six years of retirement. From that point, their pension is subsidized by the contributions of teachers. The huge amount teachers contribute to subsidize the pensions of administrators and BCTF administrators is alarming and unfair. Principals, assistant superintendants, and superintendents are double and triple the subsidy of a vice-principal. This inequity is a major reason why our contributions have increased from 6.5% in 1998 to over 12% in 2010. Almost one of every eight dollars earned now goes to pension payments. (By contrast, CUPE staff still pays just 7%). This July, our pension contribution increase negated the entire final raise of the five-year contract. With this inequity, will our contribution have to increase to 15% and 20%? To verify these inequities for school administrators, you can ask for the SOFI numbers (Statement of Financial Information), a public document. See link: http://tinyurl.com/3lj3ke2 for the annuity calculator. Miles Mumford, Delta  [Editor’s note: The incorrect assumptions, upon which the above letter is based, are addressed at bctf.ca/SalaryAndBenefits.aspx?id=4780. There has been extensive correspondence between Miles Mumford, BCTF staff, and two of the table officers culminating in a special meeting with the Delta Teachers’ Association. Jim Iker (BCTF first vice-president), Rob Taylor (BCTF staff person responsible for pensions), and Linda Watson (member of the Teachers’ Pension Plan Board of Trustees) were in attendance.  Members are reminded that the Teacher newsmagazine is running a four-part series entitled “Dignity in Retirement” that examines in detail, the structure and operation of the teachers’ pension plan. Part three is included in this edition on page 14. Part one was printed in Jan./Feb. 2011 and part two appeared in March 2011.]  Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/mobile/NewTeachersHandbook/default.aspx?id=31862,BCTF New Teachers' Handbook  Toggle navigation New Teachers’ Handbook © 2014 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. Table of Contents Introduction President's message Setting the BC context Jobs and professsional responsibilities Professional Responsibility / Code of Ethics Standards for the Education, Competence... Beginning your career as a TTOC Tips for success Beginning your career as a classroom teacher Planning Classroom management Establishing a positive environment Teaching strategies / classroom complexity Learning resources Communicating with parents/guardians Students with special needs Working with education (teacher) assistants Preparing for a Teacher Teaching on Call Parent involvement in schools Working with volunteers Wellness—taking care of yourself How the BC Teachers’ Federation helps Others who can help Professional development (PD) Evaluation of teachers Resources Membership New Teachers’ Home BCTF Home Membership  Active members: All teachers employed in a public school district in BC are active members of the BCTF, have full rights to vote and hold office, and to representation.  Also included as active members are all exchange teachers coming to BC from another country or province and associated professionals employed in a school district to provide professional services to students and/or teachers, who are covered by the collective agreement and who sign up. Associate members:  Students enrolled in programs of study in university/college programs leading to certification as teachers, associated professionals who are employed in a school district to provide professional services to students and/or teachers, and members of the B.C. Early Childhood Educators' Association.  They are not covered by a local’s collective agreement and must apply to the Federation for membership. May not vote or hold office. Associate membership entitles the member to: receive the Members’ Guide to the BCTF, on request. receive the Teacher Newsmagazine, or equivalent. join provincial specialist associations on payment of the PSA membership fee. participate in BCTF PD activities, as appropriate. participate in the BCTF/Seaboard Voluntary Group Life Insurance Plan, the BCTF/North American Group Life Insurance Plan, and the BCTF/Royal Trust Group Registered Retirement Savings Plan where school board payroll deduction is available, and subject to eligibility conditions under the terms of those plans. An associate member is not eligible to vote or hold office in the BC Teachers’ Federation. The fee is $100. BCTF Associate Membership application form.   Affiliate members: The BCTF has entered into affiliation with the education student society executive committees of the public universities and university-colleges of BC according to the terms agreed to by both parties. Must apply to the Federation and do not have voting rights. Previous)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media jthornthwaite last tweet "MLA @douglas_horne thanking @colemancountry for his work w/ housing for BC @LindaReimerMLA @bcliberals http://t.co/zR6bdVGcRI" @jthornthwaite - 02:03am Follow @jthornthwaite BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11982,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2001 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 13, Number 4, Jan./Feb. 2001 BCTF adds peer support to member services by Nancy Hinds If you have ever hit a tough patch in your teaching career, you may have wondered where to turn to for help and coaching. Who can you call? Where are the resources? When is it safe to admit you could use some colleague support? Who can actually help with the classroom practice questions you have? This fall, the BCTF launched such a support service as an answer to such questions. Building on years of internal conversation and a growing number of requests from locals, the Federation has initiated a service to support teachers with their teaching practice. This Peer Support Service (PSS) is designed to provide direct, individual assistance to active teachers who are experiencing difficulty with their teaching practice, and may be on plans of assistance or personally concerned. Experienced teachers, known as peer consultants, with an extensive background in the many aspects of professional practice, act as mentors to colleagues involved in the PSS. Locals and school districts work together with the consultant and the teacher to create the optimum conditions for support and learning to occur. All teacher involvement begins at the local teacher union office. The cost of the service is supported by the BCTF and in some cases, the teacher’s school district. The response to the initial pilot was heartening. In the first few months of operation, 13 locals have requested involvement; and 11 members have worked intensively with a PSS consultant. Most requests were from teachers who have “self-identified” for support, who may be facing a formal evaluation, and not on plans on assistance. One cornerstone of the BCTF is to support quality teaching for quality public education. The PSS joins with the Federation’s successful Rehabilitation Service, the Internal Mediation Service, and Bargaining and Professional Development field services to strengthen union support for its members when help is needed most. Nancy Hinds is an assistant director in the BCTF’s Professional Development Division. For further information, contact Mohammed Shamsher, BCTF PD Division, 604-871-1838, toll free 1-800-663-9163, e-mail: mshamsher@bctf.ca. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=15108,BCTF News Releases  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources   For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development News Release Archives 2014  2013  2012    2011 2010  2009  2008 2007  2006  Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2008 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE February 19, 2008 Campbell budget short-changes kids again The Campbell government has once again brought down a budget that totally fails to deliver to K–12 education. “It is unbelievable, really, that in a province as wealthy as BC and with a budget surplus, this government continues to short-change kids,” said Irene Lanzinger, president of the BC Teachers’ Federation. There is no new funding for K–12 despite many new requirements. There is nothing for new requirements for physical education, new English curriculum, or new requirements for carbon neutrality for school districts. The projected budget has not provided a single dollar for these. The budget provides no money for lowering class sizes to those promised in Bill 33.  It provides no money for students with special needs and the specialist teachers to support them.  It provides no money for teacher-librarians, despite claiming that improved literacy is a major goal of government. “It’s as if the premier has completely forgotten that his government is responsible for education funding in this province,” said the BCTF president. The government’s usual response to teachers’ demand for more classroom resources is that it is spending a “record amount” on education.  But teachers disagree.  In 2006–07, the per-pupil funding was $38 less than it had been in 2002, and $200 less than in 1990.  Because of this continued underfunding, BC is the only province in Canada where the trend is to ever-worsening student/teacher ratios.  The budget does not provide any money for much needed improvement for class size and students with special needs. The budget offers no new money for students.  “Our children deserve better,” Lanzinger said. -  30  - For more information, contact Kathleen MacKinnon, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell). Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12438&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 19, Number 6, April 2007 Ten new BCTF lesson aids 1 LA 9982—Making Connections: A Resource for Building Supportive Integrated Classrooms by Corrine Harris, 50 p. ©2006. The purpose of this resource is to provide classroom teachers with information and insight regarding children who require an individualized program. The classroom teacher plays a profound and significant role in the student’s educational experience and it is the author’s desire to support the daily efforts in assisting all kinds of learners to achieve their highest academic and social capabilities. The students benefit academically and emotionally when an alliance or partnership is formed with their integrated classroom teachers. The book includes brief, concise snap shots of various disabilities and challenges, coupled with helpful information and strategies, references, internet resources and blackline masters. All grades. $29.95 2 LA 8580—Little Skittle Lost! Adventures on a Rocky Shore by Unicorn Studios, nine-minute DVD, ©2006. This DVD production utilizes colorful animations combined with stunning real-life nature scenes to bring messages home to young viewers. Skittle the crab lives on a rocky shore and one day he’s accidentally scooped up in a child’s bucket, and moved some distance from home. While finding his way back, Skittle encounters strange marine creatures, from whom he learns about adaptations. With each new encounter, Skittle becomes envious of the special advantages each creature has for surviving in its own environment--a wave-swept rocky shore. However, the oystercatcher convinces Skittle that crabs are "perfect, just the way they are." Includes a printed sheet of follow-up lesson ideas. Grades K–4. $14.95 3 LA 9181—Spreading the Word 3 by CBC Television, 115-min. DVD, ©2006. This is an educational initiative of the Vancouver International Readers’ and Writers’ Festival. The content contains readings and discussions by Canadian and international authors for audiences from Grades 2 to 12, which was taped live at the 2006 Vancouver International Writers’ and Readers’ Festival. The video content is connected to curriculum at indicated grade levels and includes a study guide for each event.The collection is introduced by CBC television host Gloria Macarenko. Author Maggie de Vries discusses her book "Big Fish" about a sturgeon from the Fraser River, answers audience questions for Grades 2—6, and a Rick Hansen a special message is included. Award-winning playwrights Stephan Cloutier and Dennis Foon act out how the written word is brought to life "From Page to Stage," suitable for Grades 8–12. Grades 2–12. $3 4 LA 9182—The Family Under the Bridge by Rob Seath of Novelworks, 42 p. ©2007. This reading response for the novel The Family Under the Bridge by Natalie Savage Carlson can be used with any classroom groupings, from individuals to whole class. It is effective for children on adapted or modified programs as well as those learning English as a second language. It is helpful for students who find written output to be a challenge and weaker readers are provided structure because most of the responses focus on critical story elements such as characters, setting, problems and plot. The responses can be photocopied for classroom use as overheads or for individual use. This resource includes open-ended responses, classification activities, analogies, puzzles and word searches and answers. Grades 3–5. $20 5 LA 1011—In Fine Form: The Canadian Book of Form Poetry edited by Kate Braid and Sandy Shreve, 305 p. ©2005. This anthology showcases 175 poems by 140 Canadian poets from the 16th century to the present day, representing some of the best poetry Canada has produced. This book explores and explains Canada's verse. It covers the familiar territory of sonnets and stanzas, ballads and epigrams, blues and haiku, and it presents the less familiar, such as the villanelle and pantoum, and introduces the fugue and palindrome as emerging forms. The result is a collection that appeals to poets and readers, young and old, teacher and student. The book is a resource for creative writing and English literature classrooms. It is arranged by sections, one for each form, with a brief introduction to that form's conventions and variations. These introductions are followed by a sampling of poems, some written close to the tradition, others riffing off the rules. At the end, an extended essay explores common poetic terms and technical devices. Grades 4–12. $29.95 6 LA 8088—Daily Language Review, Grade 2 by Evan Moor Educational Publishers, 130 p. ©2005. This book includes reproducible Mon. to Fri. lessons for each day of a 36-week school year and short daily lessons. The Mon. to Thurs. lessons include two sentences to edit for corrections in punctuation, capitalization, spelling, and grammar, etc.; and three items practising a variety of language and reading skills. Fri. practise cycles through three formats: identifying mistakes, language usage and correcting mistakes in lists and letters. The pages are reproducible and the book includes a skills list and answer keys. $19.95. Also, LA 8088A—Daily Language Review, Grade 2: Student Practise Book, 130p. $4.95 7 LA 8089—Daily Language Review, Grade 3 by Evan Moor Educational Publishers, 130 p. ©2005. This book includes Mon. to Fri. lessons for each day of a 36-week school year and short daily lessons. The Mon. to Thurs. lessons include two sentences to edit, including corrections in punctuation, capitalization, spelling, grammar, and vocabulary and three items practising a variety of language and reading skills. Fri. practice cycles through four formats: language usage, identifying and correcting mistakes and combining sentences, and choosing reference materials. The pages are reproducible and the book includes a skills list and answer keys. $19.95. Also, LA 8089A—Daily Language Review, Grade 3: Student Practice Book, 130 p. $4.95 8 LA 9177—Daily Language Review, Grade 5 by Evan Moor Educational Publishers, 130 p. ©2004. This book includes Mon. to Fri. lessons for each day of a 36-week school year and short daily lessons. The Mon. to Thurs. lessons include two sentences to edit, including corrections in punctuation, capitalization, spelling, grammar, and vocabulary and three items practising a variety of language and reading skills. Fri. practise cycles through five formats: language usage, identifying and correcting mistakes, combining sentences, choosing reference materials and figurative speech (similes, metaphors). The pages are reproducible and the book includes a skills list and answer keys. $19.95. Also, LA 9177A—Daily Language Review, Grade 5: Student Practice Book, 130 p. $4.95 9 LA 9178—Daily Language Review, Grade 6, Evan Moor Educational Publishers, 130 p. ©2005. This book includes Monday to Friday lessons for each day of a 36-week school year and short daily lessons. Each of the daily lessons has five language tasks for students to complete. The following skills are addressed: sentence editing, punctuation, grammar, vocabulary, word study skills and reference skills. The pages are reproducible and the book includes a skills list and answer keys. $19.95. Also, LA 8087A—Daily Language Review, Grade 1: Student Practice Book, 112 p. This consumable student practice book includes many focussed practise exercises. $4.95 10 LA 9856—From A to Z: The Comprehensive Guide to Safe Bicycling for Kids and Adults by AMC Media Corporation, 32 p. ©1995. This colourful, illustrated guide teaches children to ride bicycles safely and defensively, to wear helmets and to apply good judgement in potentially dangerous traffic situations. This guide is easy to read, ethnically inclusive and entertaining. The dictionary format provides quick access to important information. Grades 4–9. $2.50 More curriculum resources and information are available at www.bcalmer.ca. To order any of the above lesson aids, enclose a cheque payable to the BCTF or authorized purchase order to BCTF Lesson Aids Service, 100-550 West 6th Ave., Vancouver, BC V5Z 4P2 or telephone 604-871-2180 or toll free 1-800-663-9163, Local 2180, with a Visa or Mastercard. GST and postage/ handling are included in the prices. Orders are sent by return mail. Lesson Aids office and display room hours: 9–5 p.m. Mon. to Fri. from Sept. to June; 9–5. Tues. to Fri. during July and Aug.; 9–12 on Sat. during Sept., Oct., Jan., and Feb. bctf.ca/LessonAids.)
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(20140925,www.familiesfundingteachers.ca,http://www.familiesfundingteachers.ca/?paged=2,Families Funding Teachers | Because the BC Liberals won't | Page 2 Families Funding Teachers Because the BC Liberals won't Skip to content About Why Support BC Teachers? Donate Educate Advocate Communicate ← Older posts Newer posts → #AllAboutTheKids Posted on September 15, 2014 | Comments Off “I’m bringing public back. Go on and tell the lying Liberals that.” Share the love! Comments Off Posted in Uncategorized Vancouver SuperRally for Arbitration – TOMORROW! Posted on September 13, 2014 | Comments Off   All out to support BC teachers! [photo: @jesswads] SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 14 @ 10AM Art Gallery of Vancouver Wear red! Bring signs, noisemakers, instruments and FUN! Organized by parents, backed by students. More info HERE! Share the love! Comments Off Posted in Uncategorized Bandidas donates $2,441.25 to @FamiliesFunding Posted on September 12, 2014 | Comments Off [photo: Lew MacDonald]On Wednesday, Bandidas Taqueria had the highest sales in their history and together with the community raised $2,441.25 for our teachers!! They write: “Funds have been donated to Families Funding Teachers to support the BC strike fund. Fingers crossed that this dispute is resolved very soon. And remember, we will continue our support EVERY WEDNESDAY until the teachers are back at work. Bandidas for BC teachers!“ It was a fantastic show of love and support for BC teachers. The food and service were amazing (as usual) and a lineup was never so fun! Emma & Roland played guitar and entertained everyone while babies and kids wrote chalk messages, made signs and blew bubbles – all in a show of solidarity with our teachers. The best part? Nobody had a meltdown – not even the hungry mums :)  Check it out on CBC here. See you next Wednesday!! Share the love! Comments Off Posted in Uncategorized #TeachersHeartParents Posted on September 12, 2014 | Comments Off “Thank you! As a teacher, I cannot believe how amazing the support has been. Thank you from the bottom of my heart for taking the time and coming up with something so giving, so loving, so selfless. I’m crying.” ~ Andraya Part of the reason we started @FamiliesFunding was to show BC teachers that we are in solidarity with them – that we love and support them and will stand behind them – no matter what. And our teachers are feeling the love: “To all of you amazing parents behind the Families Funding Teachers initiative, I wanted to send you my heartfelt thanks.  I have been teaching for many years and have always welcomed parents to help in my classroom so that they can see what their children do all day and for them to be a part of their children’s learning experiences.  The benefits to everyone (students, parents, teachers) involved are evident when we come together to learn.  I believe that those strong relationships are so important and we must continue to foster this in our communities.  I am so impressed with your initiative and the amazing support we are getting from you.  Thank you for caring about public education, a fundamental right that we seem to have to fight for.” ~ Chantal “I am a teacher in Nanaimo. I am SO moved by what you are doing for teachers. We don’t get a lot of positive feedback in teaching so your incredibly kind actions mean so much to all of us. We are going through a very difficult time with this strike but there is always a silver lining to tough times. You are one of the silver lining highlights. You are a great role model for your children and for everyone in our province. You are making such a BOLD statement and taking such significant action. I am welling up with tears thinking of the deep love that you are demonstrating for an under appreciated group of great people. In years to come you will think back proudly to this proactive stance that you have taken in this dispute. Your actions are most appreciated!!” ~ Lauren “Thank you for your support of public education and its teachers. The images on your site have brought me tears of joy and renewed my strength to stand up for what we know is right.  Thank you for thinking… thinking about the messages that government keeps repeating, and repeating and repeating, spreading a me-first agenda where a little monetary fear mongering might buy a few more votes. Thank you for making sacrifices that will benefit all the children of British Columbia as we teachers are more than willing to do also…. because it matters!” ~ Alison “Although I just retired, I want to thank you for supporting teachers.  It was very inspiring to see you on TV, talking in support of what teachers believe is necessary to do in order  to maintain the quality of public education.  I was unaware of your website and thrilled to learn about what you have organized to show support for teachers.  I know this means a lot to my colleagues and my son who decided to follow in his mother’s footsteps.  He is looking forward to returning to the classroom in his 2nd year of teaching. Thanks!” ~ Dianne “Thank you for creating your website and for your heartfelt belief in public education and in teachers! It’s a nice change from the teacher bashing and I hope you all know that many of us teach in the public system because we love being a part of an inclusive community. The strike is incredibly emotionally stressful and your actions and words are sunshine for the soul.” ~ Katharine “Thank you so very much for both the incredible kindness that prompted this site, and then the work it took to bring it to fruition. Your support touches every teacher’s heart, and the money will be a lifesaver for so many.” ~ Suzanne “I am a BC teacher who  will not be needing your support since my husband is currently paying the bills, but I just wanted to say how grateful I am for the efforts that you have made on behalf of BC teachers.  When we are out on the picketline in difficult situations like this, it really helps to know that there are other people out there who care deeply about education in BC and are not afraid to say so.  Your work has been an inspiration.” ~ Bonnie Share the love! Comments Off Posted in Uncategorized ← Older posts Newer posts → Search for: Recent Posts Who Dat, Who Dat? @BCTF! Rocky Mountain Flatbread Co. & Bandidas <3 Teachers! #MacGyverADeal #MulletOfJustice Ask an MLA: Tough Questions from Citizens Needed #AllAboutTheKids Vancouver SuperRally for Arbitration – TOMORROW! Bandidas donates $2,441.25 to @FamiliesFunding #TeachersHeartParents How can BC afford quality public education? Easy #PotsandPansforPublicEducationRally #MulletOfJustice #LoveLettersFromTeachers @ChristyClarkbc’s teacher “talking points” breach credibility zone #HatersGonnaHate but @FamiliesFunding spreads the love BC Teachers Strike: A History Lesson Take Action! Attend a Rally MLA Playdate Buy a t-shirt! Donate to BC Teacher Food Bank Drive Rally for Change 10 Things You Can Do Sign A Petition Put Children First Premier Clark, Negotiate with teachers Creative Commons This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 2.5 Canada License Visit BCTF Link Love Vancity supports BC Teachers I Support BC Teachers We Support BC Teachers Famous Actors Support BC Teachers BC Businesses Support BC Teachers BC Federation of Labour supports BC Teachers Resources A Fair Deal Better Schools for BC Protect Public Education Now What the Ministry of Education Doesn't Say Why Teachers are Striking Proudly powered by WordPress. Theme: Coraline by WordPress.com.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "October is #FosterFamilyMonth. Thank you #BC for opening your homes and hearts to more than 5,900 children and youth." @John_Yap - 11:14pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=10464,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 19, Number 4, January/February 2007 A chronology of French-as-a-first-language education in BC by Pierre Blouin French people have been in BC for many years and all along they have demanded that their children receive a French education. Even though some francophone students were able to attend classes conducted in French earlier, it was only in 1982, when the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms was adopted, that it became a constitutional right for francophone parents to have their children educated in French anywhere in Canada. (Note: The francophone program is completely different from French immersion. The provincial government has an obligation to provide a francophone program but French immersion remains an option.) 1793 Alexander McKenzie’s expedition: 6 of his 10 crew members were French Canadian (Doucette, Landry, Beaulieux, Bisson, Beauchamp, and Contois). 1807 A group of French Canadians founded Fort George, today Prince George. 1840–42 125 people of European origin lived in Fort Victoria: 25 were English, 100 were French Canadian. 1848 The Hudson’s Bay Company opened a French school for its employees. The company still used French in its communications. 1848–49 The religious French schools served Aboriginal, Métis, and francophone children. 1860–90 The French clergy, nuns (Soeurs Sainte-Anne de Québec) and priests, established schools around the province (Vancouver, Victoria, Kelowna, Mission, Williams Lake, Kamloops, and Cranbrook). The only way for French Canadians to have their children educated in French was to finance their own school. 1910 The first French school opened in Maillardville, Coquitlam. 1951 The two French Catholic schools of Maillardville went on strike to demand free transportation, school books, and financing. 1954 The municipality of Coquitlam asked that 44 years of tax arrears be paid. The schools and the churches were seized by the government. 1967 The Premier of BC, W.A.C. Bennett, declared that there would never be French public schools in the province. 1977 More than 100 years after the creation of a public school system, the government recognized the right of francophones to be educated in French. 1979 The francophone program (then known as "programme cadre") was established in BC: 232 students were registered in nine school districts. 1982 Adoption of the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms, which recognizes the right of Canadians to be educated in their mother tongue wherever they reside in Canada. 1983 Opening of école Anne-Hébert school in Vancouver, the first French stand-alone school in BC. 1986 Creation of a new BCTF provincial specialist association: Association provinciale des professeurs d’immersion et du programme cadre (APPIPC). 1986 The Greater Victoria School Board assumes control of école Victor-Brodeur, on the military base in Esquimalt, making it the second French stand-alone school. 1987 The third French stand-alone school, école André-Piolat, opened in North Vancouver. 1993 The BCTF created the bureau of French Programs and Services and the Advisory Committee on French Programs and Services. 1995 The Ministry of Education announced the creation of a French school board, Conseil scolaire francophone (Francophone Education Authority/ FEA). The board has responsibility for French-as-a-first-language education throughout BC. 1998 The FEA assumed responsibility for hiring its own teachers—the BCTF created a new local (93): Association des enseignantes et enseignants francophones (ADEF). The local is now known as the Syndicat des enseignantes et enseignants du programme francophone de la Colombie-Britannique (SEPF). 2006 The Conseil scolaire francophone offers programme francophone services in 38 schools around the province of which 19 are stand-alone. Current CSF enrolment is 3,815 students, up from 1,800 in 1996, an increase of 112 %. Pierre Blouin is co-ordinator, BCTF French Programs and Services. Source: Based in part on a document from the Fédération des parents francophones de la C-B. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12792,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2000 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 12, Number 5, March 2000 Everything you always wanted to know about PD days by Keith Coates, Charlene Hodgson, & Mike Lombardi Do PD days shorten the school year? Why do teachers need professional development days? Can’t teachers do PD on their time? These questions and others continue to be a matter of discussion for teachers, parents, and the public. History of PD days Professional development days represent a hard-won recognition of our needs and responsibilities as teachers. For many years, the BCTF made representations to our employers and the Ministry of Education to recognize the importance of teachers having the time and resources necessary to engage in professional development. In 1972, PD days (non-instructional days) were added to the school calendar at the request of the teaching profession after years of advocacy from the BCTF. The inclusion increased the number of days of work for teachers with no loss of instructional days for students. PD days in the school calendar recognized that teachers needed time during the school year to hone their skills, improve practice, and stay current with changes related to teaching and learning During local bargaining most locals of the BCTF were successful in achieving provisions regarding PD days. In general, the contractual provisions provide for school and/or local PD committees to determine and plan the activities for PD days. A related provision of local agreements provides most local PD committees with control over the allocation of PD funding for teachers. Value and purpose of PD days Professionals in most fields routinely network with fellow practitioners, conduct and review research, and talk to experts and colleagues about trends, issues, and plans for ongoing professional development. As active learners, teachers use PD days to keep on top of changes that affect their work with students, such as new technology, new ideas about teaching and learning, and different community needs. PD days help keep teachers current. Topics for PD days come from the classroom experience of learning and teaching. Teachers decide individually and collectively the issues to address. They attend workshops and conferences, participate in mentoring programs, pursue self-directed professional development, and undertake other activities designed to enhance teaching and learning. They take their new skills back to the classrooms. In addition to PD days many teachers attend university, take evening classes and weekend workshops, read professional journals, and attend summer school. These experiences promote a culture of teaching and professional development that has teachers working together as members of a learning community, rather than in isolation. Effective school-based PD day planning The starting point for effective school-based PD day planning is a needs- assessment process. The school PD representative should work with other members of the teaching staff to identify needs and plan training to meet those needs. Over the past 20 years more than 20% of the schools in the province have called on BCTF PD associates (trained teachers) to facilitate the school-based needs-assessment process (currently called, “Take Your School to New Heights: Group Process Facilitation”) on PD days. This interactive process leads to the development of a school PD plan. PD days under threat The use of PD days for activities such as accreditation seriously undermines our statements about the need for time for teacher professional development. The BCTF recognizes that school accreditation is a major concern for teachers. It is onerous, ineffective, and a significant waste of time, energy, and resources. In response to teacher concerns regarding accreditation, the BCTF has developed a school self-evaluation process (“Schools Taking Action and Review,” STAR). We have requested the Minister of Education to eliminate the mandatory school accreditation programs. If the accreditation program is retained, we have asked the minister to authorize a limited number of schools to participate in a pilot of the BCTF STAR process. The Federation has also asked the ministry to provide six additional non-instructional days over the six-year accreditation cycle for schools. The BCTF recognizes that using PD days for accreditation is largely attributable to lack of release time for accreditation. The Federation strongly recommends that school staffs not use PD days for accreditation activities. School staffs may want to consider reviewing the article, “PD days not for accreditation” (Teacher, May/June 1999) for practical ideas for dealing with accreditation. The use of PD days for activities other than professional development, such as sports tournaments, also undermines our statements about the need for time for PD. As a result of government/ employer-mandated training such as child abuse protocols and health and safety, teachers are under pressure to use PD days for in-service training. In October 1999, the BCTF RA adopted a motion stating that schools should not use PD days for WCB health and safety training, including violence prevention. The Federation has requested the ministry provide an additional non-instructional day for mandated training. Issues such as school-wide discipline, anti-bullying, and other related professional development needs, as determined by school staffs, are appropriate for PD days. The BCTF has also asked for the ministry to provide additional non-instructional days for curriculum and program implementation. We have secured one implementation planning day in the provincial school calendar, however, some school staffs are using PD days for implementation purposes making it more difficult for the Federation to secure additional non-instructional days. The intensification of teaching and other local factors are leading teachers in some districts to consider taking their PD days in late August. This decision provides teachers with an additional week of vacation at the Spring Break. This could lead to a longer school year. In response to this development, and acting on advice from the Professional Development Advisory Committee, the BCTF Executive Committee has adopted a policy encouraging locals to organize school-based or district-based PD days during the school year rather than during the summer. If schools want to use PD days as a group they can schedule the days at the beginning of the school year or at some other time during the school year. When some teachers are prepared to use their PD days in the summer, it is difficult to argue for the retention of our PD days and for additional non-instructional days without adding days to the school calendar. Perhaps we should consider negotiating a mid-winter break into the school calendar to support teachers who are dealing with the stresses and challenges of teaching today. Working together to support professional development The challenges raised in this article can be addressed if we work together. As a union of professionals, we must use a strategy that includes bargaining, advocacy, professional influence, and communications to support teacher professional development. Keith Coates and Charlene Hodgson are co-chairpersons of the Professional Development Advisory Committee. Mike Lombardi is director of the BCTF’s Professional Development Division. To book a needs-assessment workshop, contact the BCTF PD Division. To order copies of the brochure, “Why No School Today? The Facts About PD days,” contact the BCTF’s Organization Support Division. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140925,www.familiesfundingteachers.ca,http://www.familiesfundingteachers.ca/?p=406,#TeachersHeartParents | Families Funding Teachers Families Funding Teachers Because the BC Liberals won't Skip to content About Why Support BC Teachers? Donate Educate Advocate Communicate ← How can BC afford quality public education? Easy Bandidas donates $2,441.25 to @FamiliesFunding → #TeachersHeartParents Posted on September 12, 2014 | Comments Off “Thank you! As a teacher, I cannot believe how amazing the support has been. Thank you from the bottom of my heart for taking the time and coming up with something so giving, so loving, so selfless. I’m crying.” ~ Andraya Part of the reason we started @FamiliesFunding was to show BC teachers that we are in solidarity with them – that we love and support them and will stand behind them – no matter what. And our teachers are feeling the love: “To all of you amazing parents behind the Families Funding Teachers initiative, I wanted to send you my heartfelt thanks.  I have been teaching for many years and have always welcomed parents to help in my classroom so that they can see what their children do all day and for them to be a part of their children’s learning experiences.  The benefits to everyone (students, parents, teachers) involved are evident when we come together to learn.  I believe that those strong relationships are so important and we must continue to foster this in our communities.  I am so impressed with your initiative and the amazing support we are getting from you.  Thank you for caring about public education, a fundamental right that we seem to have to fight for.” ~ Chantal “I am a teacher in Nanaimo. I am SO moved by what you are doing for teachers. We don’t get a lot of positive feedback in teaching so your incredibly kind actions mean so much to all of us. We are going through a very difficult time with this strike but there is always a silver lining to tough times. You are one of the silver lining highlights. You are a great role model for your children and for everyone in our province. You are making such a BOLD statement and taking such significant action. I am welling up with tears thinking of the deep love that you are demonstrating for an under appreciated group of great people. In years to come you will think back proudly to this proactive stance that you have taken in this dispute. Your actions are most appreciated!!” ~ Lauren “Thank you for your support of public education and its teachers. The images on your site have brought me tears of joy and renewed my strength to stand up for what we know is right.  Thank you for thinking… thinking about the messages that government keeps repeating, and repeating and repeating, spreading a me-first agenda where a little monetary fear mongering might buy a few more votes. Thank you for making sacrifices that will benefit all the children of British Columbia as we teachers are more than willing to do also…. because it matters!” ~ Alison “Although I just retired, I want to thank you for supporting teachers.  It was very inspiring to see you on TV, talking in support of what teachers believe is necessary to do in order  to maintain the quality of public education.  I was unaware of your website and thrilled to learn about what you have organized to show support for teachers.  I know this means a lot to my colleagues and my son who decided to follow in his mother’s footsteps.  He is looking forward to returning to the classroom in his 2nd year of teaching. Thanks!” ~ Dianne “Thank you for creating your website and for your heartfelt belief in public education and in teachers! It’s a nice change from the teacher bashing and I hope you all know that many of us teach in the public system because we love being a part of an inclusive community. The strike is incredibly emotionally stressful and your actions and words are sunshine for the soul.” ~ Katharine “Thank you so very much for both the incredible kindness that prompted this site, and then the work it took to bring it to fruition. Your support touches every teacher’s heart, and the money will be a lifesaver for so many.” ~ Suzanne “I am a BC teacher who  will not be needing your support since my husband is currently paying the bills, but I just wanted to say how grateful I am for the efforts that you have made on behalf of BC teachers.  When we are out on the picketline in difficult situations like this, it really helps to know that there are other people out there who care deeply about education in BC and are not afraid to say so.  Your work has been an inspiration.” ~ Bonnie Share the love! This entry was posted in Uncategorized. Bookmark the permalink. ← How can BC afford quality public education? Easy Bandidas donates $2,441.25 to @FamiliesFunding → Search for: Recent Posts Who Dat, Who Dat? @BCTF! Rocky Mountain Flatbread Co. & Bandidas <3 Teachers! #MacGyverADeal #MulletOfJustice Ask an MLA: Tough Questions from Citizens Needed #AllAboutTheKids Vancouver SuperRally for Arbitration – TOMORROW! Bandidas donates $2,441.25 to @FamiliesFunding #TeachersHeartParents How can BC afford quality public education? Easy #PotsandPansforPublicEducationRally #MulletOfJustice #LoveLettersFromTeachers @ChristyClarkbc’s teacher “talking points” breach credibility zone #HatersGonnaHate but @FamiliesFunding spreads the love BC Teachers Strike: A History Lesson Take Action! Attend a Rally MLA Playdate Buy a t-shirt! Donate to BC Teacher Food Bank Drive Rally for Change 10 Things You Can Do Sign A Petition Put Children First Premier Clark, Negotiate with teachers Creative Commons This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 2.5 Canada License Visit BCTF Link Love Vancity supports BC Teachers I Support BC Teachers We Support BC Teachers Famous Actors Support BC Teachers BC Businesses Support BC Teachers BC Federation of Labour supports BC Teachers Resources A Fair Deal Better Schools for BC Protect Public Education Now What the Ministry of Education Doesn't Say Why Teachers are Striking Proudly powered by WordPress. Theme: Coraline by WordPress.com.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=20616&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > March 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 5, March 2010  Health and safety By Karen Langenmaier Refusal of unsafe work This office receives many calls and e-mails asking under what conditions workers have the right to refuse unsafe work. The specific language relative to the refusal of unsafe work may be found in the Occupational Health and Safety Regulation Part 3.12: A person must not carry out or cause to be carried out any work process or operate or cause to be operated any tool, appliance or equipment if that person has reasonable cause to believe that to do so would create an undue hazard to the health and safety of any person. The operant words are reasonable cause and undue hazard. This means that every worker will have a different level of tolerance to work practices and as such every worker has the right to refuse unsafe work when they have a reasonable cause to believe there is an undue hazard to themselves or anyone else in their work area. The process is very clear and allows for different stages of investigations to ensure that the work area is safe before workers return. 3.12 Procedure for refusal A worker who refuses to carry out a work process or operate a tool, appliance or equipment pursuant to subsection (1) must immediately report the circumstances of the unsafe condition to his or her supervisor or employer. A flow chart of the refusal of unsafe work process is available on the BCTF website in the health and safety tab. 3.13 No discriminatory action A worker must not be subject to discriminatory action as defined in section 150 of Part 3 of the Workers Compensation Act because the worker has acted in compliance with section 3.12 or with an order made by an officer. Workers can be reassigned temporarily at no loss of pay until the matter is resolved. Keep in mind that the refusal of unsafe work is not to be used as a threat and should be taken seriously. The work situation either creates an immediate undue hazard or not. Once the process has been initiated, it is important to see it through to the end so that there is a record of investigations and remedies to prevent further unsafe situations. – Karen Langenmaier, BCTF Health & Safety officer)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8734,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, Number 5, April 2004 President’s message By the time this issue of Teacher reaches you, it will be almost one year since the B.C. Liberals passed Bill 51 and took control of the College of Teachers. Since then, together we have engaged in a spirited campaign to restore democratic governance of our college and uphold our professional rights. I hope that by the time you read this, we will have been successful in reaching a negotiated solution. The 700 delegates at our 88th AGM called for talks with the government to resolve the dispute as soon as possible. Besides the undemocratic composition of the council, outstanding issues are the unreasonable duty to report, and the sweeping by-law changes. The AGM also voted to strengthen our position, insisting that two-thirds of the councillors be elected by teachers. If the college attempts to collect next year’s fees this May, we will again encourage members to boycott that fee and pay into the BCTF Democratic College Fund. At our last meeting with Education Minister Tom Christensen, he said there would be legislation on the college before the end of this sitting of the House, but at press time we had no signal of when that would be or what it would contain. The other very significant almost unanimous decision of the AGM was to devote up to $5 million to a public awareness campaign in advance of the May 17, 2005, provincial election. The campaign will: promote a statement of commitment to public education. advance clear positions and messages on public education and public services. ensure a high level of membership involvement. co-ordinate efforts with community groups and other unions. promote the principles of the Charter for Public Education. Together, we will do our best to ensure that when British Columbians go to the polls they will be supporting candidates who are committed to investing in quality public education to meet the needs of every child. Neil Worboys Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11012&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2002 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 14, Number 7, May/June 2002 Canadian poverty facts The gap between the richest and the poorest grew in the 1990s. At the end of the 1980s, the top 20% of Canadian families earned 35 times the market income of the lowest 20% of families. At the end of the 1990s, the top 20% of Canadian families earned 75 times of the market income of the lowest 20% of families. During the 1990s, the portion of all Canadians who earned less than $20K a year increased, as did the portion earning more than $50K. Source: Outfront, CLC, Spring 2002.)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "October is #FosterFamilyMonth. Thank you #BC for opening your homes and hearts to more than 5,900 children and youth." @John_Yap - 11:14pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9714,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 19, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 2006 Sounding the alarm in ESL by Yvonne Eamor In little more than 10 years’ time, one in three BC residents will be foreign-born and we are ill-equipped to handle the educational challenges that ratio will provide, according to Chris Friesen, director of Settlement Services, Immigrant Services Society of BC. "We are not prepared because the focus of Canada’s immigration and integration program has always been immigration of adults, not children and youth. But almost 40% of immigrants to BC are the young," Friesen says. "In 2017 there will be a fundamental shift within BC society, and not just in the Lower Mainland, but throughout the province. It begs the question: are the foundations in place? Are approaches in place to handle the increasing challenges that we’re starting to see? How prepared are we to deal with this?" In his opinion, not very. While there is discussion of ESL issues and challenges at the provincial and federal government levels, Friesen says there is a clear lack of an agenda. He indicates a lack of cohesion is getting in the way of progress. "Because we deal with federal and provincial and local jurisdictional responsibilities and other issues, it’s very difficult to develop a provincial agenda that better supports these immigrant youths. In the meantime, teachers are having to deal with the challenges in the classroom." He says the challenges that boards are facing in BC are shared across the country, but without any national dialogue or national agenda on how to support the exploding ESL student population. Friesen feels teachers are not receiving the education they need to practice their profession. "We have 2,600 teachers coming out of post-secondary teacher training and they only have one core foundational course to deal with ESL work. That’s just one indication, in my opinion, that we’ve fallen behind in how we train teachers. They are handling situations to the best of their ability, but they don’t have the tools to deal with the complexities in their classrooms. And that speaks to how we are training our teachers." Our lack of preparedness for the future is nothing new to Randy Henderson, past president of the English as a Second Language PSA and Prince George District ESL resource teacher. Henderson was one of the authors of "A Crisis in ESL Education in BC Schools" (bctf.ca/eslpsa), a report compiled and submitted to government earlier this year by the PSA to sound the alarm on the brewing crisis in ESL education across the province. "It highlights the significant erosion in services to ESL students across the province," says Henderson. "We wanted to draw government attention to a situation that is very unsatisfactory for the student. We are dropping the ball in their education." The report states "ESL learners in BC public schools are rapidly increasing...and now constitute the majority in the larger urban school districts, and are rapidly increasing in numbers in all other jurisdictions of the province." It goes on to say that it is critical "that we support these new learners, our future citizens and taxpayers, as effectively as possible." The government has not responded to the document. Henderson says, "We invite immigrants to Canada and want them to become productive citizens and achieve their potential, but are not providing the services for them to do that." With the projected increase in the number of ESL students throughout BC, Henderson agrees with Friesen that a co-ordinated effort needs to be developed. "I’ve been to settlement discussions where federal officials asked about how they could encourage new immigrants to land somewhere else other than the MTV (Montreal–Toronto–Vancouver) corridor. What’s that going to do? Seems to me there’s more deflection of the problem than addressing it because it doesn’t matter where you have your new immigrants landing or residing, the problem is, what are we going to do and what services are we going to provide as a nation to the people we’re inviting to our country? " Henderson says that while "it’s just silly" to think a student is going to be touched by a magic wand and learn the language in the five years the government has allotted, consideration and support must also be given to their parents. "The parent issue needs to be part and parcel of some kind of comprehensive plan between provincial and federal governments. Since the federal government is in charge of immigration, it’s they who need to take the bull by the horns and mandate that the provinces provide services to the people we’ve invited into this country." Henderson says, "take a parent who was a teacher in their homeland but here, is bussing at a restaurant. That’s a huge psychological letdown. And there are lots of immigrant families living in poverty and that creates another set of dilemmas for parents because they’re no longer living their lives long term, they’re living short term, pay cheque to pay cheque." He points out, "there is no ESL advocacy group for parents or students. Some of these parents are not quick to get into our schools because they come from cultures where institutions like schools are highly respected and know best, and it’s a matter of putting all their confidence and faith in schools to do the best job for their kids. Unfortunately, I’m not seeing that with the programs we’re able to offer." Friesen asks, "Why don’t we have standardized ESL orientation materials for newcomer parents? How can they advocate on behalf of their kids when they can’t speak English and are not aware of the system? UBC language and literacy professor, Lee Gunderson, recently studied 5,000 immigrant students in Vancouver. The results are startling: 60% "disappeared" before they completed Grade 12 and 40% dropped out before they graduated. Gunderson’s research pegs 10% of BC’s student population as identified ESL and Friesen says that’s only going to grow. "It’s projected that over the next five years, 28,000 children will immigrate here every year. That’s half the student population of the entire Vancouver school district." Yvonne Eamor is the BCTF’s media relations officer. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "#FunFriday Fact: #BC has the highest small business employment in Canada. October is Small Business Month! Check out: http://t.co/20bcLmlvFP" @bcliberals - 03:55pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media jthornthwaite last tweet "MLA @douglas_horne thanking @colemancountry for his work w/ housing for BC @LindaReimerMLA @bcliberals http://t.co/zR6bdVGcRI" @jthornthwaite - 02:03am Follow @jthornthwaite BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "October is #FosterFamilyMonth. Thank you #BC for opening your homes and hearts to more than 5,900 children and youth." @John_Yap - 11:14pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/?lang=ar,مرحبًا بك في تويتر - سجّل الدخول أو أنشئ حسابًا تويتر اللغة: العربيّة فارسی Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 هل لديك حساب؟ تسجيل الدخول هل أنت مستخدم جديد في تويتر؟ انضم اليوم! » تسجيل الدخول رقم هاتف، أو بريد إلكترونيّ، أو اسم مستخدم كلمة المرور تسجيل الدخول تذكّرني نسيت كلمة المرور؟ هل تستخدم تويتر عبر الرسائل النصّيّة القصيرة؟ مرحبًا بك في تويتر. تواصل مع أصدقائك — وأشخاص رائعين آخرين. احصل على تحديثات لحظيّة للأمور التي تهمّك. وشاهد تجلّي الأحداث في الوقت المناسب ومن كل زاوية. Okay, okay, okay! #Sasquatch2014 تغريدة وصورة بواسطة @laurenlemon 8:20 PM - 24 May 2014 Our gorgeous Earth at night under a #fullmoon تغريدة وصورة بواسطة @astro_reid 4:20 PM - 12 Jul 2014 Paris, at sunset, after a rainstorm تغريدة وصورة بواسطة @timtrueman 5:02 PM - 28 Apr 2014 Breakfast at the peak of Kilimanjaro with @bilal_kabalan. تغريدة وصورة بواسطة @GoPro 3:13 PM - 10 Jul 2014 here's me dealing with certain javascript errors at 7:30am this morning تغريدة وصورة بواسطة @couch 11:01 AM - 6 May 2014 Never miss a beat of @Lollapalooza. Set your reminder for the Livestream at http://win.gs/lollalive #Lolla تغريدة وصورة بواسطة @redbull 10:01 AM - 10 Jul 2014 تسجيل الدخول تذكّرني · نسيت كلمة المرور؟ هل أنت جديد على تويتر؟ سجّل الآن! التسجيل في تويتر Twitter.com يستخدم الجافا سكريبت بكثافة. إذا لم تتمكن من تفعيلها في إعدادات متصفحك، ربما تحظى بتجربة أفضل على موقع الهواتف المحمولة . يستخدم Twitter.com الملفّات المؤقّتة (الكوكيز) بكثافة رجاءً قم بتفعيل الكوكيز في إعدادات متصفّحك قبل تسجيلك الدخول. عن تويتر · مساعدة · المدونة · الحالة · وظائف · الشروط · الخصوصيّة · الكوكيز · معلومات الإعلانات · العلامة التجاريّة · أعلِن · الأعمال · وسائل الإعلام · المطورون · دليل · © 2014 Twitter تجاهَل إغلاق السابق التالي إغلاق اذهب إلى الملف الشخصي البحوث المحفوظة حذف حساب موثّق @ مستخدمون مُقتَرحون حساب موثّق @ حساب موثّق @ إغلاق هل تريد إعادة تغريد هذا لمتابعيك؟ إلغاء إعادة تغريد إغلاق هل أنت متأكد أنك تريد حذف هذه التغريدة؟ إلغاء حذف إغلاق حظر إلغاء حظر إضافة موقع جغرافى إلى تغريداتك حينما تغرّد مع عرض موقعك الجغرافي فإنّ تويتر يقوم بتخزين هذا الموقع. بامكانك تفعيل/تعطيل إضافة موقعك الجغرافي قبل كل تغريدة، ولديك الخيار لحذف سجل موقعك الجغرافي. معرفة المزيد تشغيل خاصية تحديد الموقع الجغرافي ليس الآن إيقاف خاصية الموقع الجغرافي إغلاق ملخص الملف الشخصي إغلاق قوائمك إغلاق إنشاء قائمة جديدة اسم القائمة وصف أقل من 100 حرف، اختياري الخصوصية علنيّ · يمكن لأي شخص متابعة هذه القائمة خاصّ · أنت فقط تستطيع الدخول لهذه القائمة حفظ القائمة إغلاق إغلاق تضمين هذه التغريدة أضف هذه التغريدة لموقعك بواسطة نسخ التعليمة البرمجية أدناه. لمعرفة المزيد حسنًا، حدثت مشكلة أثناء الاتصال بالخادم. حاول مرة أخرى؟ تضمين التغريدة الأصلية تضمين الوسائط معاينة إغلاق التسجيل في تويتر لم تسجل في تويتر؟ سجل الآن، وكُن على اطلاع على الأشياء التي تهمك، و احصل على آخر الأخبار حال حدوثها. هل لديك حساب؟ تسجيل الدخول » إغلاق رموز قصيرة في اتّجاهين (إرسال واستقبال) الدولة الرمز لعملاء الولايات المتحدة الأمريكية 40404 (أيّ) كندا 21212 (أيّ) المملكة المتحدة 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 البرازيل 40404 Nextel, TIM هاييتي 40404 Digicel, Voila إيرلندا 51210 Vodafone, O2 الهند 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance إندونيسيا 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata إيطاليا 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » شاهد الرموز القصيرة للرسائل النصّيّة القصيرة للبلدان الأخرى إغلاق تأكيد)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141007,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/blogs/research.aspx?category=Education&blogid=7524,BCTF Blogs > Research  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources Home > Social Media > Research Blog Search this blog: BCTF Information Services—Research & Reports Provides summaries and links to new reports and studies in the fields of education, labour, and social sciences. Supporting Teacher Talent: The View from Generation Y(Education) Permanent link Jane G. Coggshall, Amber Alt, Ellen Behrstock and Molly Lasagna Supporting Teacher Talent: The View from Generation Y Learning Point Associates and Public Agenda November 2009; 36 pages. This study reveals the perspectives of “Generation Y” teachers on a number of professional issues (including performance pay, unions, and methods for improving teacher effectiveness), and compares these attitudes to those of older teachers.  The authors also put forward a number of policy recommendations based on their findings, with an aim to support the successful management and retention of talented young teachers. Posted by BCTF Info. Services at 06/11/2009 3:57 PM Comments (0) HELP Early Development Instrument Maps and Reports(Education) Permanent link Early Development Instrument (EDI) – Local Maps Human Early Learning Partnership Fall 2009 The Human Early Learning Partnership (HELP) has published a series of community EDI and socio-economic maps, as well as written summaries, for each school district in British Columbia.  The EDI is used by Kindergarten teachers to measure the development of incoming students across five areas: physical health and well-being; social competence; emotional maturity; language and cognitive development; and communication skills.  The maps and reports assess early childhood vulnerability in each geographic area. Posted by BCTF Info. Services at 06/11/2009 3:51 PM Comments (0) Dropouts: The Achilles' Heel of Canada's High-School System(Education) Permanent link John Richards Dropouts: The Achilles’ Heel of Canada’s High-School System C.D. Howe Institute October 2009; 28 pages. According to this study, high school dropout rates are too high in much of Canada, particularly among Aboriginal students and francophone Quebecers.  The author examines the problem on a province-by-province basis, and makes a number of policy recommendations to combat it. Posted by BCTF Info. Services at 06/11/2009 3:43 PM Comments (0) Texas Education Excellence Grant (TEEG) Program: Year Three Evaluation Report(Education) Permanent link Matthew G. Springer, et al. Texas Educator Excellence Grant (TEEG) Program: Year Three Evaluation Report National Center on Performance Incentives August 31, 2009; 566 pages. This is the NCDI’s final report on the outcomes of the state-funded Texas Educator Excellence Grant (TEEG) program.  In the end, the study found no evidence that the TEEG had any strong effect on student achievement gains.  While it should be stressed that the findings pertain only to this specific performance pay program, the researchers provide advice to policy makers and practitioners for the design and implementation of future programs. Posted by BCTF Info. Services at 06/11/2009 3:37 PM Comments (0) Professional Learning in the Learning Profession(Education) Permanent link Linda Darling-Hammond et al. Professional Learning in the Learning Profession: A Status Report on Teacher Development in the United States and Abroad National Staff Development Council February 2009; 162 pages. This report examines the state of professional development for teachers in the United States and abroad.  The researchers found that, while many countries around the world invest heavily in professional development for educators, the United States lags far behind in this regard.  The report presents a number of findings about the nature of effective professional development and argues for substantial changes to educational policies in the United States.  The situation in Canada is not extensively discussed. Abridged report (36 pages) Last Edited by BCTF Info. Services at 06/11/2009 3:34 PM Comments (0) A Media-Rich Curriculum for School Success(Education) Permanent link William R. Penuel et al. Summative Evaluation of the Ready to Learn Initiative Preschool Teachers Can Use a Media-Rich Curriculum to Prepare Low-Income Children for School Success: Results of a Randomized Controlled Trial Education Development Center, Inc. & SRI International September 2009; 23 pages. This study, commissioned by the Corporation for Public Broadcasting, found that “a media-rich curriculum with integrated professional development for teachers can prepare low-income children for school success.”  Preschool students who participated in a 10-week technology-supported literacy curriculum outscored non-participating students on all five of the early literacy measures used in the study. Posted by BCTF Info. Services at 16/10/2009 4:25 PM Comments (0) Schoolhouse Commercialism Trends(Education) Permanent link Alex Molnar, Faith Boninger, Gary Wilkinson & Joseph Fogarty Click: The Twelfth Annual Report on Schoolhouse Commercialism Trends: 2008-2009 Education and the Public Interest Center & Commercialism in Education Research Unit September 2009; 41 pages. Researchers from the University of Colorado at Boulder and Arizona State University collaborated on this report on commercialism in U.S. schools.  They focused on attempts by advertisers to create a “total advertising environment” around students through various technologies, and found that advertisements for food represent the bulk of what children are faced with online, in school and on television. Posted by BCTF Info. Services at 16/10/2009 4:21 PM Comments (0) Funding for First Nations Schools in Canada(Education) Permanent link Ashutosh Rajekar and Ramnarayanan Mathilakath The Funding Requirement for First Nations Schools in Canada Office of the Parliamentary Budget Officer May 25, 2009; 74 pages. The Parliamentary Budget Office prepared this report in order to investigate the Canadian government’s approach to school construction for First Nations communities.  The report notes that funds for First Nations schools are not locked down, but instead can be re-allocated to other areas at the behest of the Federal Government.  Furthermore, First Nations schools are under-funded by at least $200 million each year. Posted by BCTF Info. Services at 16/10/2009 4:20 PM Comments (0) Expanding Early Learning in British Columbia(Education) Permanent link Expanding Early Learning in British Columbia for Children Age Three to Five Early Childhood Learning Agency April 2009; 32 pages. This report is the result of a study on the feasibility of full day kindergarten in British Columbia and the possibility of future full day pre-kindergarten for four and three-year-olds.  The report is interesting for its investigation of early childhood education trends, both in Canada and internationally, as well as for its review of existing research on kindergarten and pre-kindergarten.   Ultimately, the report emphasizes that any expansion of early learning in BC must be guided by the need for parental choice, the need for programs with quality characteristics supported by research, and the need for these programs to be introduced gradually. Posted by BCTF Info. Services at 16/10/2009 4:19 PM Comments (0) Why Children Need to Play in School(Education) Permanent link Edward Miller & Joan Almon Crisis in the Kindergarten: Why Children Need to Play in School Alliance for Childhood March 2009; 72 pages. This report argues that child-initiated play must be brought back to kindergarten classrooms.  Kindergarten has become heavily focused on academic skills in response to the common assumption that the earlier a child starts to master the basic elements of reading, the more successful they will be in their later academic life.  The authors challenge this assumption, and argue instead that “children who engage in complex forms of socio-dramatic play have greater language skills than nonplayers, better social skills, more empathy, more imagination, and more of the subtle capacity to know what others mean.” A recent article in the New York Times addresses some of the same issues: “Can the Right Kinds of Play Teach Self-Control?” (25 September 2009) Last Edited by BCTF Info. Services at 02/10/2009 3:07 PM Comments (0) << October 2014 >> Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat       1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31   Blogroll On Education: Schools for a Civil Society B.C. Education Report (Tracy Sherlock, Vancouver Sun) The Hook/Education Teacher Solidarity UBC Educational Studies blog Where the Blog has No Name Archive April 2014 March 2014 January 2014 December 2013 November 2013 October 2013 September 2013 August 2013 June 2013 May 2013 April 2013 March 2013 December 2012 September 2012 August 2012 November 2011 September 2011 April 2011 March 2011 February 2011 January 2011 December 2010 November 2010 October 2010 September 2010 August 2010 July 2010 June 2010 May 2010 April 2010 March 2010 January 2010 December 2009 November 2009 October 2009 September 2009 Subjects Education Labour Social Sciences Recent Posts Recent Additions to the Information Services Research Files - April 2014 Recent Additions to the Information Services Research Files - March 2014 Recent Additions to the Information Services Research Files - February 2014 Recent Additions to the Information Services Research Files - January 2014 Recent Additions to the Information Services Research Files - December 2013 If you are experiencing technical difficulties, please contact the webmanager@bctf.ca. About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/SD63Stellys?lang=bn,Stelly's Secondary (@SD63Stellys) | Twitter টুইটার অনুসন্ধান অনুসন্ধান টুইটার খুঁজুন সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ ভাষা : বাংলা. हिन्दी Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন টুইটার-এ নতুন ? আজই যোগদান করুন » সাইন ইন করুন ফোন, ইমেল বা ব্যবহারকারীর নাম পাসওয়ার্ড সাইন ইন আমাকে মনে রাখুন পাসওয়ার্ড ভুলে গেছেন? ইতিমধ্যে আপনি কি টেক্সট বার্তার মাধ্যমে টুইটার ব্যবহার করছেন? Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys টুইটসমূহ ২৮২ ফটো/ভিডিও ১০৪ অনুসরণ করছেন ৩৪ অনুসারীবৃন্দ ২০৯ প্রিয়সমূহ ১   আরো প্রিয়সমূহ তালিকাসমূহ সরব @SD63Stellys নীরব @SD63Stellys অনুসরণ অনুসরণ করা কর্মসমূহ:অনুসরণ না করা অবরুদ্ধ অবরোধ মুক্ত মুলতুবি বাতিল Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys Home of the Stingers Saanichton, BC, Canada stellys.sd63.bc.ca যোগ দিয়েছে এপ্রিল ২০১২ ১০৪ ফটো বা ভিডিওগুলো টুইটসমূহ টুইটসমূহ Tweets & replies Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys  ·  ৫ ঘন্টা #stellys clubs day tomorrow in the gym. Come check out what is happening and get involved. There is something for everyone. প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ০ retweet সমাদৃত পছন্দ ০ favorite আরো স্থাপিত টুইট East Saanich 2, British Columbia Stelly's Secondary retweeted Lori Lumley @TDRLori  ·  ২ অক্টোবর Thank you Stellys for your INCREDIBLE welcome and shout out to Student Leadership for huge donation. GO STINGERS! pic.twitter.com/JUxvcan6cL Tour de Rock, Victoria Police এবং Tina Pierik আরো ছবি ও ভিডিও দেখুন প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ২ retweets ২ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ৪ favorites ৪ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys  ·  ২ অক্টোবর Stelly's students line the halls for a parade of honour for the #tourderock riders. Thanks for… http://instagram.com/p/tqrZ3Iprov/  প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ২ retweets ২ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ৩ favorites ৩ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys  ·  ২ অক্টোবর RT @tpierik: Stelly's Tour de Rock mom! Proud kids! #stellys #tourderock #bced #sd63 pic.twitter.com/dqPDTMgm1z আরো ছবি ও ভিডিও দেখুন প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ০ retweet সমাদৃত পছন্দ ০ favorite আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys  ·  ২ অক্টোবর RT @tpierik: Welcome to Stelly's Tour de Rock! #stellys #sd63 #tourderock #bced pic.twitter.com/hmfiRTllZZ আরো ছবি ও ভিডিও দেখুন প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ০ retweet সমাদৃত পছন্দ ০ favorite আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys  ·  ২ অক্টোবর #stellys students and staff shaved heads to raise money for #tourderock & #copsforcancer Thanks for… http://instagram.com/p/tqKxejJrkz/  প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ০ retweet সমাদৃত পছন্দ ০ favorite আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys  ·  ২ অক্টোবর #stellys is proud to welcome #tourderock visit today. Meet the teacher tonite 6:30-8:00. Early closure today at 2:05. প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ১ retweet ১ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ১ favorite ১ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys  ·  ১ অক্টোবর RT @tpierik: Stelly's supporting Tour De Rock! #stellys #tourderock #sd63 pic.twitter.com/3PH2UO2qIv আরো ছবি ও ভিডিও দেখুন প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ০ retweet সমাদৃত পছন্দ ১ favorite ১ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys  ·  ১ অক্টোবর RT @tpierik: A big Stelly's Thank you to Studio 63 Stylists! #stellys #tourderock #sd63 pic.twitter.com/i3LMo5Ta4u আরো ছবি ও ভিডিও দেখুন প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ০ retweet সমাদৃত পছন্দ ১ favorite ১ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys  ·  ২৯ সেপ্টেম্বর Remember to bring in $2 for @CopsForCancer this week. #tourderock visits Thursday. #stellys staff head shaves fundraiser on wed প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ২ retweets ২ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ২ favorites ২ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys  ·  ২৬ সেপ্টেম্বর Happy Friday #Stellys! Have a great weekend. প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ০ retweet সমাদৃত পছন্দ ০ favorite আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys  ·  ২৪ সেপ্টেম্বর Regular wednesday schedule today and picture day! #stellys প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ০ retweet সমাদৃত পছন্দ ০ favorite আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys  ·  ২৩ সেপ্টেম্বর Sept. 24th is picture day at #stellys. Wait that’s TOMORROW!! #whatamigoingtowear #howismyhair প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ০ retweet সমাদৃত পছন্দ ০ favorite আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys  ·  ২৩ সেপ্টেম্বর Congrats to grade 10 student, Elena Moss who finished 7th at the #wych in New Caledonia, France. #stelly's pride! প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ৪ retweets ৪ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ৩ favorites ৩ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys  ·  ২৩ সেপ্টেম্বর 11s & 12s only today from 1205 - 305. Regular #stellys classes start Wednesday. প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ০ retweet সমাদৃত পছন্দ ০ favorite আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Stelly's Secondary retweeted SD63 Transportation @sd63bus  ·  ২২ সেপ্টেম্বর For Tuesday the 23rd. Elementary/Middle Schools, regular AM/PM schedules. Secondary's AM pickup between 11:20 and 11:58. Regular PM departs. প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ৩ retweets ৩ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ০ favorite আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys  ·  ২২ সেপ্টেম্বর Excited to meet and reunite with new and returning #stellys students today! Reminder only 9s and 10s today from 12:05 - 3:05 #sd63 প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ০ retweet সমাদৃত পছন্দ ০ favorite আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Stelly's Secondary retweeted SD63 Transportation @sd63bus  ·  ১৯ সেপ্টেম্বর All Secondary Schools for Mon the 22nd. AM pickup between 11:30 & 11:58. Departing from school at regular times. প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ৫ retweets ৫ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ০ favorite আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys  ·  ১৯ সেপ্টেম্বর Welcome back #stellys! We cant wait 2 see you! Monday Sept 22 Grade 9&10 only 12:05 to 3:05. Tuesday Sept 23 Grade 11&12 only 12:05 to 3:05 প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ২ retweets ২ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ০ favorite আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Stelly's Secondary retweeted SD 63 Saanich @sd63schools  ·  ১৯ সেপ্টেম্বর Welcome back #sd63 students and staff. Please check local #sd63 school websites about startup for students on Monday http://www.sd63.bc.ca/news/2014/09/welcome-back … প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ৩ retweets ৩ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ০ favorite আরো স্থাপিত টুইট টুইটারের ধারণক্ষমতা বেশি হতে পারে অথবা একটি ক্ষণস্থায়ী হিক্কার সম্মুখীন হয়। আবার চেষ্টা করুন পরিদর্শন করুন টুইটারের অবস্থা আরও তথ্যের জন্য। বন্ধ Stelly's Secondary অনুসৃত Stelly's Secondary থেকে কোন আপডেট মিস্ করবেন না Saanichton, BC, Canada · পরিবর্তন © 2014 টুইটার সম্বন্ধে সহায়তা বিজ্ঞপ্তি তথ্য বন্ধ প্রবণতা ট্রেন্ডস আপনার জন্য উপযোগী। ট্রেন্ডের মাধ্যমে আপনি সহজেই আপনার আগ্রহের খবরাখবর পেতে পারছেন। আপনি কোথায় থাকেন এবং কাদের অনুসরণ করেন তার উপরে ভিত্তি করে ট্রেন্ড উপস্থাপিত করা হয়। পরিবর্তন উপযোগী করা ট্রেন্ডস রাখুন বিশ্বব্যাপী প্রবণতা পান সম্পন্ন খারিজ বন্ধ পূর্ববর্তী পরবর্তী বন্ধ একজন ব্যক্তির প্রোফাইলে যান সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ বন্ধ আপনার অনুসরণকারীদের এই পুনঃটুইটটি পাঠাবেন? বাতিল পুনঃটুইট বন্ধ আপনি কি নিশ্চিত যে এই টুইট মুছে দিতে চান? বাতিল মুছে ফেলুন বন্ধ রোধ করন বাতিল রোধ করন আপনার টুইটসমুহে একটি অবস্থান যুক্ত করুন যখন একটি অবস্থানের সঙ্গে আপনার টুইট করেন, টুইটার সেই অবস্থান সংরক্ষণ করে। প্রত্যেক টুইটের আগে আপনি আপনার অবস্থান চালু / বন্ধ করতে পারেন, এবং যে কোনও সময় আপনি আপনার অবস্থানের ইতিহাস মুছে ফেলতে পারেন। আরো জানুন অবস্থান চালু করুন এখন নয় স্থান বন্ধ করুন বন্ধ প্রোফাইল সারসংক্ষেপ বন্ধ আপনার তালিকাসমূহ বন্ধ একটি নতুন তালিকা তৈরি করুন নাম তালিকা বিবরণ 100 অক্ষরের কম, ঐচ্ছিক তালিকাসমূহ:গোপনীয়তা সাধারণ · যে কেউ এই তালিকা অনুসরণ করতে পারেন ব্যক্তিগত · শুধুমাত্র আপনিই এই তালিকায় প্রবেশ করতে পারবেন তালিকা সংরক্ষণ করুন বন্ধ বন্ধ এই টুইট স্থাপিত কর আপনার নীচের ওয়েবসাইটে কোডটি অনুলিপি দ্বারা এই টুইট যোগ করুন * আরও জানুন হুম, সার্ভারে পৌঁছনোর একটি সমস্যা ছিল। পরে আবার চেষ্টা করবেন? প্রকৃত টুইট অন্তর্ভুক্ত করুন অন্তর্ভুক্ত মিডিয়া প্রাকদর্শন বন্ধ টুইটারে নিবন্ধন করুন টুইটারে নেই? নিবন্ধন করুন, আপনির পছন্দের বিষয়গুলির সাথে যুক্ত হন, এবং তাদের বিষয়ে হালনাগাদ পান। একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন » বন্ধ দুটি উপায় (প্রেরণ এবং গ্রহণ) শর্ট কোড: দেশ কোড গ্রাহকদের জন্য মার্কিন যুক্তরাষ্ট্র 40404 (যে কোন) কানাডা 21212 (যে কোন) যুক্তরাজ্য 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM হাইতি 40404 Digicel, Voila আয়ারল্যান্ড 51210 Vodafone, O2 ভারত 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance ইন্দোনেশিয়া 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » অন্য দেশসমুহের এসএসএস সংক্ষিপ্ত কোড দেখুন বন্ধ নিশ্চিতকরণ)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2010/11/what-will-new-minister-bring.html,Staffroom Confidential: What will the new Minister bring? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Monday, November 1, 2010 What will the new Minister bring? Last week's announcement of a cabinet shuffle was certainly good news for children, parents and teachers. Margaret MacDiarmid seemed to have little care or thought to the education portfolio and gave little of her time to talk to those directly involved. Her twenty minute speech to the BC School Trustees Association had more to do with healthcare than Education, and teachers had great difficulty even getting meetings to discuss issues with the Minister. So it comes as some relief that the new Minister of Education is George Abbott. He has a reputation of at least listening and talking to stakeholders within the community. This would be a welcome change from the last three Ministers. Of concern is Abbott's history of amalgamating health boards - a portent of amalgamation of school districts on a grand scale? Certainly local communities are much better served when they are able to be participants in decision making about services directly in their communities. Large regional Board do not serve this purpose, and instead isolate the decision makers and eliminate their accountability to the constituents they serve. Also worrisome is Mr. Abbott's history with privatization and schemes to contract out and privatize components of the health care sector. Perhaps his status as one of eight MLA potentially under threat from recall will inspire him to really listen and pay attention to those who work with children everyday about what changes are needed and how to implement them so that they work. And perhaps the Liberals are finally hearing the cries from the field about the serious funding shortfalls and how desparately school Boards need the proper inputs (funding) if we want to achieve better outputs (student success). Let's hope so. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 2:12 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest No comments: Post a Comment Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ▼  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ▼  November (5) Only in British Columbia Class Size & Composition in Court Victoria Trustees strike Ad-Hoc Committee to Inves... 21 Century Learning - just more education hype? What will the new Minister bring? ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141006,www.facebook.com,https://www.facebook.com/login.php?next=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fsharer%2Fsharer.php%3Fs%3D100%26p%255Btitle%255D%3DTeachers%2Bget%2Bback%2Bto%2Bwork%2Bin%2BB.C.%2Bclassrooms%26p%255Bsummary%255D%26p%255Burl%255D%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fpolitics.theglobeandmail.com%252F2014%252F09%252F19%252Fteachers-get-back-to-work-in-b-c-classrooms%252F%26p%255Bimages%255D%255B0%255D%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fpolitics.theglobeandmail.com%252Fwp-content%252Fuploads%252F2014%252F09%252Fweb-first-day-of-school-150x150.jpg&display=popup,Facebook Facebook You must log in to continue. Email or Phone: Password: Keep me logged in Forgot your password? Sign up for Facebook)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/contacts.cfm?page=presidents&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true,BCTF Contacts Home E-mail Lists Links A to Z Index Contact Us Help SITE SEARCH Quick Links BCTF formsBCTF NewsFrançaisLabour linksPensionsTeacher NewsmagazineTeaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Contact Us > Local Presidents Local Presidents and Contact Information Sorted by local number. Click here for sort by local name. *Sublocal       O: Office   OF: Office Fax 1 Fernie District Teachers' Association Christina Smith Box 10 Fernie, BC  V0B 1M0 O: 250-423-3333 OF: 250-423-6134 lp01@bctf.ca 2 Cranbrook District Teachers' Association Shelley Balfour 304-105 9th Avenue South Cranbrook, BC  V1C 2M1 O: 250-489-3717 OF: 250-489-3727 lp02@bctf.ca 3 Kimberley Teachers' Association Sally Struthers 201-144 Deer Park Avenue Kimberley, BC  V1A 2J4 O: 250-432-9729 OF: N/A lp03@bctf.ca 4 Windermere Teachers' Association Doug Murray Box 478 Invermere, BC  V0A 1K0 O: 250-341-5158 OF: N/A lp04@bctf.ca 7 Nelson District Teachers' Association Paul Boscariol PO Box 1012 Nelson, BC  V1L 6A5 O: 250-354-4142 OF: 250-354-1558 lp07@bctf.ca 10 Arrow Lakes Teachers' Association Ric Bardati Box 422 New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0 O: 250-265-7062 OF: N/A lp10@bctf.ca 17 Princeton District Teachers' Union Robert Tarswell Box 1019 Princeton, BC  V0X 1W0 O: 250-295-6684 OF: 250-295-6684 lp17@bctf.ca 18 Golden Teachers' Association Mike Archibald Box 430 Golden, BC  V0A 1H0 O: 250-344-5885 OF: 250-344-5890 lp18@bctf.ca 19 Revelstoke Teachers' Association Jennifer Wolney Box 72 Revelstoke, BC  V0E 2S0 O: 250-837-2255 OF: 250-837-2255 lp19@bctf.ca 20 Kootenay Columbia Teachers' Union Andy Davidoff 1657 Hwy 3A Castlegar, BC  V1N 4N5 O: 250-364-1740 OF: 250-364-1750 lp20@bctf.ca 22 Vernon Teachers' Association Heather Malcolm 4004 31st Street Vernon, BC  V1T 5J6 O: 250-542-0456 OF: 250-542-0564 lp22@bctf.ca 23 Central Okanagan Teachers' Association Susan Bauhart 210-1751 Harvey Avenue Kelowna, BC  V1Y 6G4 O: 250-860-3866 OF: 250-862-3024 lp23@bctf.ca 27 Cariboo-Chilcotin Teachers' Association Murray Helmer 124D North 2nd Avenue Williams Lake, BC  V2G 1Z6 O: 250-398-7221 OF: 250-398-5913 lp27@bctf.ca 28 Quesnel District Teachers' Association Lisa Kishkan Box 4643 Quesnel, BC  V2J 3J8 O: 250-992-3737 OF: 250-992-3638 lp28@bctf.ca 31 Nicola Valley Teachers' Union Peter Vogt Box 849 Merritt, BC  V1K 1B8 O: 250-378-5060 OF: 250-378-5060 lp31@bctf.ca 33 Chilliwack Teachers' Association Clint Johnston 203-45970 Airport Road Chilliwack, BC  V2P 1A2 O: 604-792-9233 OF: 604-792-9389 lp33@bctf.ca 34 Abbotsford District Teachers' Association Doug Smuland 2570 Cyril Street Abbotsford, BC  V2S 2G2 O: 604-854-1946 OF: 604-850-5100 lp34@bctf.ca 35 Langley Teachers' Association Gail Chaddock Costello 100-5786 Glover Road Langley, BC  V3A 4H9 O: 604-533-1618 OF: 604-533-1400 lp35@bctf.ca 36 Surrey Teachers' Association Jennifer Wadge 201-9030 King George Boulevard Surrey, BC  V3V 7Y3 O: 604-594-5353 OF: 604-594-5176 lp36@bctf.ca 37 Delta Teachers' Association Paul Steer 110-4977 Trenant St Delta, BC  V4K 2K5 O: 604-946-0391 OF: 604-946-1629 lp37@bctf.ca 38 Richmond Teachers' Association Al Klassen 210-7360 Westminster Hwy Richmond, BC  V6X 1A1 O: 604-278-2539 OF: 604-278-4320 lp38@bctf.ca 392 Vancouver Secondary Teachers' Association Debbie Pawluk 2915 Commercial Drive Vancouver, BC  V5N 4C8 O: 604-873-5570 OF: 604-873-3916 lp392@bctf.ca 391 Vancouver Elementary School Teachers' Association Dan Graves 2915 Commercial Dr Vancouver, BC  V5N 4C8 O: 604-873-8378 OF: 604-873-2652 lp391@bctf.ca 40 New Westminster Teachers' Union Grant Osborne 607 Columbia St New Westminster, BC  V3M 1A7 O: 604-526-8990 OF: 604-526-8912 lp40@bctf.ca 41 Burnaby Teachers' Association Rae Figursky 115-3993 Henning Drive Burnaby, BC  V5C 6P7 O: 604 294-8141 OF: 604 294-9846 lp41@bctf.ca 42 Maple Ridge Teachers' Association George Serra 11771 Fraser Street Maple Ridge, BC  V2X 6C6 O: 604-467-2111 OF: 604-467-0815 lp42@bctf.ca 43 Coquitlam Teachers' Association Charley King 208-2502 St. Johns Street Port Moody, BC  V3H 2B4 O: 604-936-9971 OF: 604-936-7515 lp43@bctf.ca 44 North Vancouver Teachers' Association Carolyn Pena 100 - 133 West 17th Street North Vancouver, BC  V7M 1V5 O: 604 988-3224 OF: 604 980-8092 lp44@bctf.ca 45 West Vancouver Teachers' Association Rob Millard 4915 Marine Drive West Vancouver, BC  V7W 2P5 O: 604-926-1617 OF: 604-926-1119 lp45@bctf.ca 46 Sunshine Coast Teachers' Association Louise Herle Box 951 Sechelt, BC  V0N 3A0 O: 604-885-7944 OF: 604-885-9837 lp46@bctf.ca 47 Powell River District Teachers' Association Cathy Fisher 201-4400 Marine Avenue Powell River, BC  V8A 2K1 O: 604-485-5212 OF: 604-485-2882 lp47@bctf.ca 48 Sea to Sky Teachers' Association Carl Walker 104-40775 Tantalus Rd Squamish, BC  V8B 0N2 O: 604-892-3056 OF: 604-892-2296 lp48@bctf.ca 49 Central Coast Teachers' Association Marc Hedges Box 253 Hagensborg, BC  V0T 1H0 O: 250-982-2354 OF: 250-982-2354 lp49@bctf.ca 50 Haida Gwaii Teachers' Association Jennifer Jury c/o PO Box 325 Queen Charlotte City, BC  V0T 1S0 O: 250-637-1805 OF: N/A lp50@bctf.ca 51 Boundary District Teachers' Association Norm Sabourin Box 634, 1815D Central Ave Grand Forks, BC  V0H 1H0 O: 250-442-3330 OF: N/A lp51@bctf.ca 52 Prince Rupert District Teachers' Union Kathy Murphy c/o Fisherman's Hall, 869 Fraser Street Prince Rupert, BC  V8J 1R1 O: 250-627-1700 OF: 250-624-6784 lp52@bctf.ca 53 South Okanagan Similkameen Teachers' Union Sylvia Slater Box 1586 Oliver, BC  V0H 1T0 O: 250-498-2255 OF: N/A lp53@bctf.ca 54 Bulkley Valley Teachers' Union Ilona Weiss PO Box 2137, 3772 C 1st Ave Smithers, BC  V0J 2N0 O: 250-847-3127 OF: 250-847-3123 lp54@bctf.ca 55 Burns Lake District Teachers' Union Kathryn Warren Box 464 Burns Lake, BC  V0J 1E0 O: 250-692-7932 OF: 250-692-7597 lp55@bctf.ca 56 Nechako Teachers' Union Thomas Thalheimer Box 978 Vanderhoof, BC  V0J 3A0 O: 250-567-5040 OF: 250-567-5060 lp56@bctf.ca 571 Prince George District Teachers' Association Tina Cousins 101-1968 Queensway Prince George, BC  V2L 1M2 O: 250-562-7214 OF: 250-562-5743 lp571@bctf.ca 572 Mackenzie Teachers' Association* Shannon Pride Box 1836 Mackenzie, BC  V0J 2C0 O: 250-997-6340 OF: N/A lp572@bctf.ca 573 McBride-Valemount Teachers' Association* Jennifer L'Arrivee 2265 Red Tail Road Mcbride, BC  V0J 2E0 O: 250-569-2295 OF: N/A lp573@bctf.ca 591 Peace River South Teachers' Association Lorraine MacKay Box 145 Dawson Creek, BC  V1G 4G3 O: 250-782-1284 OF: 250-782-1280 lp591@bctf.ca 592 Chetwynd Teachers' Association* Leanne Robertson Box 2665 Chetwynd, BC  V0C 1J0 O: 250-788-2267 OF: 250-788-9729 lp592@bctf.ca 593 Tumbler Ridge Teachers' Association* Karen Edwards 127 Gwillim Crescent, Box 1003 Tumbler Ridge, BC  V0C 2W0 O: 250-242-5281 OF: 250-242-5785 lp593@bctf.ca 60 Peace River North Teachers' Association Michele Wiebe Box 6057 Fort St John, BC  V1J 4H6 O: 250-785-8881 OF: 250-785-8881 lp60@bctf.ca 61 Greater Victoria Teachers' Association Bénula Larsen 965 Alston Street Victoria, BC  V9A 3S5 O: 250-595-0181 OF: 250-595-0189 lp61@bctf.ca 62 Sooke Teachers' Association Ian Johnson 201-716 Goldstream Avenue Victoria, BC  V9B 2X3 O: 250-474-3181 OF: 250-474-5555 lp62@bctf.ca 63 Saanich Teachers' Association Mark Skanks 6843 Central Saanich Road Saanichton, BC  V8Z 5V4 O: 778-426-1426 OF: 778-426-0716 lp63@bctf.ca 64 Gulf Islands Teachers' Association Deborah Nostdal Box 537 Salt Spring Island, BC  V8K 2W2 O: 250-537-4990 OF: 250-537-4990 lp64@bctf.ca 65 Cowichan District Teachers' Association Naomi Nilsson 201-394 Duncan Street Duncan, BC  V9L 3W4 O: 250-748-2251 OF: 250-748-5243 lp65@bctf.ca 66 Lake Cowichan Teachers' Association Chris Rolls 5610 West Riverbottom Rd Duncan, BC  V9L 6H9 O: 250-748-0011 OF: N/A lp66@bctf.ca 67 Okanagan Skaha Teachers' Union Leslea Woodward 697 Martin Street Penticton, BC  V2A 5L5 O: 250-492-4915 OF: 250-492-5540 lp67@bctf.ca 68 Nanaimo District Teachers' Association Mike Ball 3137 Barons Road Nanaimo, BC  V9T 5W5 O: 250-756-1237 OF: 250-756-0188 lp68@bctf.ca 69 Mount Arrowsmith Teachers' Association Debbie Morran Box 1286 Parksville, BC  V9P 2H3 O: 250-248-3496 OF: 250-248-3440 lp69@bctf.ca 701 Alberni District Teachers' Union Ken Zydyk 4913 Argyle Street Port Alberni, BC  V9Y 1V6 O: 250-724-5021 OF: 250-724-0442 lp701@bctf.ca 71 Comox District Teachers' Association Nick Moore 491 4th Street Ste. C Courtenay, BC  V9N 1G9 O: 250-338-1461 OF: 250-338-1657 lp71@bctf.ca 72 Campbell River District Teachers' Association Dave Harper 202-871 Island Hwy Campbell River, BC  V9W 2C2 O: 250-286-1663 OF: 250-286-1679 lp72@bctf.ca 73 Kamloops Thompson Teachers' Association David Komljenovic 202/204-1157 12th Street Kamloops, BC  V2B 7L2 O: 250-554-1223 OF: 250-554-1311 lp73@bctf.ca 74 Gold Trail Teachers' Association Cameron Rittinger Box 1437 Ashcroft, BC  V0K 1A0 O: 250-453-2696 OF: 250-453-2696 lp74@bctf.ca 75 Mission Teachers' Union Mark Bradshaw 100-33344 2nd Ave Mission, BC  V2V 1K3 O: 604-826-0112 OF: 604-826-3435 lp75@bctf.ca 78 Fraser-Cascade Teachers' Association Lynne Marvell Unit E, Box 1238 Hope, BC  V0X 1L0 O: 604-869-9383 OF: 604-869-3236 lp78@bctf.ca 80 Kitimat District Teachers' Association Kim Meyer 233 Enterprise Avenue Kitimat, BC  V8C 2C8 O: 250-632-3109 OF: 250-632-3108 lp80@bctf.ca 81 Fort Nelson District Teachers' Association Greg Gerwing Box 2031 Fort Nelson, BC  V0C 1R0 O: 250-775-1824 OF: N/A lp81@bctf.ca 83 North Okanagan-Shuswap Teachers' Association Brenda O'Dell Box 187 Salmon Arm, BC  V1E 4N3 O: 250-832-1933 OF: 250-832-4592 lp83@bctf.ca 84 Vancouver Island West Teachers' Union Ryan Meise PO Box 137 Gold River, BC  V0P 1G0 O: 250-283-9081 OF: N/A lp84@bctf.ca 85 Vancouver Island North Teachers' Association Shawn Gough Box 5151, 6855 Market St Port Hardy, BC  V0N 2P0 O: 250-949-8888 OF: 250-949-8882 lp85@bctf.ca 862 Kootenay Lake Teachers' Association* Cam Zuk Box 671 Kaslo, BC  V0G 1M0 O: 250-353-2227 OF: N/A lp862@bctf.ca 861 Creston Valley Teachers' Association Becky Blair 1001 Railway Boulevard Creston, BC  V0B 1G3 O: 250-428-7006 OF: 250-428-8602 lp861@bctf.ca 87 Stikine Teachers' Association Asa Berg c/o Asa Berg, Box 469 Atlin, BC  V0W 1A0 O: 250-651-7820 OF: 250-651-7820 lp87@bctf.ca 881 Terrace District Teachers' Union Cathy Lambright 4733 Park Avenue Terrace, BC  V8G 1W2 O: 250-635-4659 OF: N/A lp881@bctf.ca 882 Upper Skeena Teachers* Joslyn Bagg Box 562 New Hazelton, BC  V0J 2Y0 O: 250-842-6613 OF: N/A lp882@bctf.ca 92 Nisga'a Teachers' Union Richard Hotson Box 226 New Aiyansh, BC  V0J 1A0 O: 250-633-2571 OF: 250-633-2574 lp92@bctf.ca 93 SEPF Sylvie Liechtele 100-550 West 6th Avenue Vancouver, BC  V5Z 4P2 O: 604-871-1866 OF: N/A lp93@bctf.ca About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy Close Window Print Page   Local Presidents and Contact Information Sorted by local number. Click here for sort by local name. *Sublocal       O: Office   OF: Office Fax 1 Fernie District Teachers' Association Christina Smith Box 10 Fernie, BC  V0B 1M0 O: 250-423-3333 OF: 250-423-6134 lp01@bctf.ca 2 Cranbrook District Teachers' Association Shelley Balfour 304-105 9th Avenue South Cranbrook, BC  V1C 2M1 O: 250-489-3717 OF: 250-489-3727 lp02@bctf.ca 3 Kimberley Teachers' Association Sally Struthers 201-144 Deer Park Avenue Kimberley, BC  V1A 2J4 O: 250-432-9729 OF: N/A lp03@bctf.ca 4 Windermere Teachers' Association Doug Murray Box 478 Invermere, BC  V0A 1K0 O: 250-341-5158 OF: N/A lp04@bctf.ca 7 Nelson District Teachers' Association Paul Boscariol PO Box 1012 Nelson, BC  V1L 6A5 O: 250-354-4142 OF: 250-354-1558 lp07@bctf.ca 10 Arrow Lakes Teachers' Association Ric Bardati Box 422 New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0 O: 250-265-7062 OF: N/A lp10@bctf.ca 17 Princeton District Teachers' Union Robert Tarswell Box 1019 Princeton, BC  V0X 1W0 O: 250-295-6684 OF: 250-295-6684 lp17@bctf.ca 18 Golden Teachers' Association Mike Archibald Box 430 Golden, BC  V0A 1H0 O: 250-344-5885 OF: 250-344-5890 lp18@bctf.ca 19 Revelstoke Teachers' Association Jennifer Wolney Box 72 Revelstoke, BC  V0E 2S0 O: 250-837-2255 OF: 250-837-2255 lp19@bctf.ca 20 Kootenay Columbia Teachers' Union Andy Davidoff 1657 Hwy 3A Castlegar, BC  V1N 4N5 O: 250-364-1740 OF: 250-364-1750 lp20@bctf.ca 22 Vernon Teachers' Association Heather Malcolm 4004 31st Street Vernon, BC  V1T 5J6 O: 250-542-0456 OF: 250-542-0564 lp22@bctf.ca 23 Central Okanagan Teachers' Association Susan Bauhart 210-1751 Harvey Avenue Kelowna, BC  V1Y 6G4 O: 250-860-3866 OF: 250-862-3024 lp23@bctf.ca 27 Cariboo-Chilcotin Teachers' Association Murray Helmer 124D North 2nd Avenue Williams Lake, BC  V2G 1Z6 O: 250-398-7221 OF: 250-398-5913 lp27@bctf.ca 28 Quesnel District Teachers' Association Lisa Kishkan Box 4643 Quesnel, BC  V2J 3J8 O: 250-992-3737 OF: 250-992-3638 lp28@bctf.ca 31 Nicola Valley Teachers' Union Peter Vogt Box 849 Merritt, BC  V1K 1B8 O: 250-378-5060 OF: 250-378-5060 lp31@bctf.ca 33 Chilliwack Teachers' Association Clint Johnston 203-45970 Airport Road Chilliwack, BC  V2P 1A2 O: 604-792-9233 OF: 604-792-9389 lp33@bctf.ca 34 Abbotsford District Teachers' Association Doug Smuland 2570 Cyril Street Abbotsford, BC  V2S 2G2 O: 604-854-1946 OF: 604-850-5100 lp34@bctf.ca 35 Langley Teachers' Association Gail Chaddock Costello 100-5786 Glover Road Langley, BC  V3A 4H9 O: 604-533-1618 OF: 604-533-1400 lp35@bctf.ca 36 Surrey Teachers' Association Jennifer Wadge 201-9030 King George Boulevard Surrey, BC  V3V 7Y3 O: 604-594-5353 OF: 604-594-5176 lp36@bctf.ca 37 Delta Teachers' Association Paul Steer 110-4977 Trenant St Delta, BC  V4K 2K5 O: 604-946-0391 OF: 604-946-1629 lp37@bctf.ca 38 Richmond Teachers' Association Al Klassen 210-7360 Westminster Hwy Richmond, BC  V6X 1A1 O: 604-278-2539 OF: 604-278-4320 lp38@bctf.ca 392 Vancouver Secondary Teachers' Association Debbie Pawluk 2915 Commercial Drive Vancouver, BC  V5N 4C8 O: 604-873-5570 OF: 604-873-3916 lp392@bctf.ca 391 Vancouver Elementary School Teachers' Association Dan Graves 2915 Commercial Dr Vancouver, BC  V5N 4C8 O: 604-873-8378 OF: 604-873-2652 lp391@bctf.ca 40 New Westminster Teachers' Union Grant Osborne 607 Columbia St New Westminster, BC  V3M 1A7 O: 604-526-8990 OF: 604-526-8912 lp40@bctf.ca 41 Burnaby Teachers' Association Rae Figursky 115-3993 Henning Drive Burnaby, BC  V5C 6P7 O: 604 294-8141 OF: 604 294-9846 lp41@bctf.ca 42 Maple Ridge Teachers' Association George Serra 11771 Fraser Street Maple Ridge, BC  V2X 6C6 O: 604-467-2111 OF: 604-467-0815 lp42@bctf.ca 43 Coquitlam Teachers' Association Charley King 208-2502 St. Johns Street Port Moody, BC  V3H 2B4 O: 604-936-9971 OF: 604-936-7515 lp43@bctf.ca 44 North Vancouver Teachers' Association Carolyn Pena 100 - 133 West 17th Street North Vancouver, BC  V7M 1V5 O: 604 988-3224 OF: 604 980-8092 lp44@bctf.ca 45 West Vancouver Teachers' Association Rob Millard 4915 Marine Drive West Vancouver, BC  V7W 2P5 O: 604-926-1617 OF: 604-926-1119 lp45@bctf.ca 46 Sunshine Coast Teachers' Association Louise Herle Box 951 Sechelt, BC  V0N 3A0 O: 604-885-7944 OF: 604-885-9837 lp46@bctf.ca 47 Powell River District Teachers' Association Cathy Fisher 201-4400 Marine Avenue Powell River, BC  V8A 2K1 O: 604-485-5212 OF: 604-485-2882 lp47@bctf.ca 48 Sea to Sky Teachers' Association Carl Walker 104-40775 Tantalus Rd Squamish, BC  V8B 0N2 O: 604-892-3056 OF: 604-892-2296 lp48@bctf.ca 49 Central Coast Teachers' Association Marc Hedges Box 253 Hagensborg, BC  V0T 1H0 O: 250-982-2354 OF: 250-982-2354 lp49@bctf.ca 50 Haida Gwaii Teachers' Association Jennifer Jury c/o PO Box 325 Queen Charlotte City, BC  V0T 1S0 O: 250-637-1805 OF: N/A lp50@bctf.ca 51 Boundary District Teachers' Association Norm Sabourin Box 634, 1815D Central Ave Grand Forks, BC  V0H 1H0 O: 250-442-3330 OF: N/A lp51@bctf.ca 52 Prince Rupert District Teachers' Union Kathy Murphy c/o Fisherman's Hall, 869 Fraser Street Prince Rupert, BC  V8J 1R1 O: 250-627-1700 OF: 250-624-6784 lp52@bctf.ca 53 South Okanagan Similkameen Teachers' Union Sylvia Slater Box 1586 Oliver, BC  V0H 1T0 O: 250-498-2255 OF: N/A lp53@bctf.ca 54 Bulkley Valley Teachers' Union Ilona Weiss PO Box 2137, 3772 C 1st Ave Smithers, BC  V0J 2N0 O: 250-847-3127 OF: 250-847-3123 lp54@bctf.ca 55 Burns Lake District Teachers' Union Kathryn Warren Box 464 Burns Lake, BC  V0J 1E0 O: 250-692-7932 OF: 250-692-7597 lp55@bctf.ca 56 Nechako Teachers' Union Thomas Thalheimer Box 978 Vanderhoof, BC  V0J 3A0 O: 250-567-5040 OF: 250-567-5060 lp56@bctf.ca 571 Prince George District Teachers' Association Tina Cousins 101-1968 Queensway Prince George, BC  V2L 1M2 O: 250-562-7214 OF: 250-562-5743 lp571@bctf.ca 572 Mackenzie Teachers' Association* Shannon Pride Box 1836 Mackenzie, BC  V0J 2C0 O: 250-997-6340 OF: N/A lp572@bctf.ca 573 McBride-Valemount Teachers' Association* Jennifer L'Arrivee 2265 Red Tail Road Mcbride, BC  V0J 2E0 O: 250-569-2295 OF: N/A lp573@bctf.ca 591 Peace River South Teachers' Association Lorraine MacKay Box 145 Dawson Creek, BC  V1G 4G3 O: 250-782-1284 OF: 250-782-1280 lp591@bctf.ca 592 Chetwynd Teachers' Association* Leanne Robertson Box 2665 Chetwynd, BC  V0C 1J0 O: 250-788-2267 OF: 250-788-9729 lp592@bctf.ca 593 Tumbler Ridge Teachers' Association* Karen Edwards 127 Gwillim Crescent, Box 1003 Tumbler Ridge, BC  V0C 2W0 O: 250-242-5281 OF: 250-242-5785 lp593@bctf.ca 60 Peace River North Teachers' Association Michele Wiebe Box 6057 Fort St John, BC  V1J 4H6 O: 250-785-8881 OF: 250-785-8881 lp60@bctf.ca 61 Greater Victoria Teachers' Association Bénula Larsen 965 Alston Street Victoria, BC  V9A 3S5 O: 250-595-0181 OF: 250-595-0189 lp61@bctf.ca 62 Sooke Teachers' Association Ian Johnson 201-716 Goldstream Avenue Victoria, BC  V9B 2X3 O: 250-474-3181 OF: 250-474-5555 lp62@bctf.ca 63 Saanich Teachers' Association Mark Skanks 6843 Central Saanich Road Saanichton, BC  V8Z 5V4 O: 778-426-1426 OF: 778-426-0716 lp63@bctf.ca 64 Gulf Islands Teachers' Association Deborah Nostdal Box 537 Salt Spring Island, BC  V8K 2W2 O: 250-537-4990 OF: 250-537-4990 lp64@bctf.ca 65 Cowichan District Teachers' Association Naomi Nilsson 201-394 Duncan Street Duncan, BC  V9L 3W4 O: 250-748-2251 OF: 250-748-5243 lp65@bctf.ca 66 Lake Cowichan Teachers' Association Chris Rolls 5610 West Riverbottom Rd Duncan, BC  V9L 6H9 O: 250-748-0011 OF: N/A lp66@bctf.ca 67 Okanagan Skaha Teachers' Union Leslea Woodward 697 Martin Street Penticton, BC  V2A 5L5 O: 250-492-4915 OF: 250-492-5540 lp67@bctf.ca 68 Nanaimo District Teachers' Association Mike Ball 3137 Barons Road Nanaimo, BC  V9T 5W5 O: 250-756-1237 OF: 250-756-0188 lp68@bctf.ca 69 Mount Arrowsmith Teachers' Association Debbie Morran Box 1286 Parksville, BC  V9P 2H3 O: 250-248-3496 OF: 250-248-3440 lp69@bctf.ca 701 Alberni District Teachers' Union Ken Zydyk 4913 Argyle Street Port Alberni, BC  V9Y 1V6 O: 250-724-5021 OF: 250-724-0442 lp701@bctf.ca 71 Comox District Teachers' Association Nick Moore 491 4th Street Ste. C Courtenay, BC  V9N 1G9 O: 250-338-1461 OF: 250-338-1657 lp71@bctf.ca 72 Campbell River District Teachers' Association Dave Harper 202-871 Island Hwy Campbell River, BC  V9W 2C2 O: 250-286-1663 OF: 250-286-1679 lp72@bctf.ca 73 Kamloops Thompson Teachers' Association David Komljenovic 202/204-1157 12th Street Kamloops, BC  V2B 7L2 O: 250-554-1223 OF: 250-554-1311 lp73@bctf.ca 74 Gold Trail Teachers' Association Cameron Rittinger Box 1437 Ashcroft, BC  V0K 1A0 O: 250-453-2696 OF: 250-453-2696 lp74@bctf.ca 75 Mission Teachers' Union Mark Bradshaw 100-33344 2nd Ave Mission, BC  V2V 1K3 O: 604-826-0112 OF: 604-826-3435 lp75@bctf.ca 78 Fraser-Cascade Teachers' Association Lynne Marvell Unit E, Box 1238 Hope, BC  V0X 1L0 O: 604-869-9383 OF: 604-869-3236 lp78@bctf.ca 80 Kitimat District Teachers' Association Kim Meyer 233 Enterprise Avenue Kitimat, BC  V8C 2C8 O: 250-632-3109 OF: 250-632-3108 lp80@bctf.ca 81 Fort Nelson District Teachers' Association Greg Gerwing Box 2031 Fort Nelson, BC  V0C 1R0 O: 250-775-1824 OF: N/A lp81@bctf.ca 83 North Okanagan-Shuswap Teachers' Association Brenda O'Dell Box 187 Salmon Arm, BC  V1E 4N3 O: 250-832-1933 OF: 250-832-4592 lp83@bctf.ca 84 Vancouver Island West Teachers' Union Ryan Meise PO Box 137 Gold River, BC  V0P 1G0 O: 250-283-9081 OF: N/A lp84@bctf.ca 85 Vancouver Island North Teachers' Association Shawn Gough Box 5151, 6855 Market St Port Hardy, BC  V0N 2P0 O: 250-949-8888 OF: 250-949-8882 lp85@bctf.ca 862 Kootenay Lake Teachers' Association* Cam Zuk Box 671 Kaslo, BC  V0G 1M0 O: 250-353-2227 OF: N/A lp862@bctf.ca 861 Creston Valley Teachers' Association Becky Blair 1001 Railway Boulevard Creston, BC  V0B 1G3 O: 250-428-7006 OF: 250-428-8602 lp861@bctf.ca 87 Stikine Teachers' Association Asa Berg c/o Asa Berg, Box 469 Atlin, BC  V0W 1A0 O: 250-651-7820 OF: 250-651-7820 lp87@bctf.ca 881 Terrace District Teachers' Union Cathy Lambright 4733 Park Avenue Terrace, BC  V8G 1W2 O: 250-635-4659 OF: N/A lp881@bctf.ca 882 Upper Skeena Teachers* Joslyn Bagg Box 562 New Hazelton, BC  V0J 2Y0 O: 250-842-6613 OF: N/A lp882@bctf.ca 92 Nisga'a Teachers' Union Richard Hotson Box 226 New Aiyansh, BC  V0J 1A0 O: 250-633-2571 OF: 250-633-2574 lp92@bctf.ca 93 SEPF Sylvie Liechtele 100-550 West 6th Avenue Vancouver, BC  V5Z 4P2 O: 604-871-1866 OF: N/A lp93@bctf.ca)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=10028,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 3, Jan./Feb. 2003 Looking back 70 years ago In every crisis there are those unthinking people who would throw overboard anything that would lighten the load, regardless of its value. Our system of public schools has slowly evolved through the last century, coincident with the growth of the nation itself. These schools were established and developed to make effective the philosophy and purposes of democracy. No action should be taken because of the economic stress and strain of the moment that might permanently lessen the effectiveness of this institution. The education of our youth is an obligation of such transcendent importance in this democracy that it ought not to be subjected to the caprice incident to economic expediency. (The B.C. Teacher, January 1933) 50 years ago Science teachers throughout the province have undoubtedly noticed during the past decade the interest of students in matters pertaining to atomic physics and particularly to the release of atomic energy as in the atom bomb. Problems of atomic structure, radiation, sound, radioactivity, all have their application in this marvel of twentieth century science. But students and parents pose other problems such as the effect of the industrial use of atomic energy on our economy, the psychological effect on adults and children of anxieties and fears over the use of the bomb, and problems of defence of civilians against atomic attack. (The B.C. Teacher, January 1953) 30 years ago "I have to support the School Board," I was told awhile ago. "When the School Board adopts a policy, it becomes my duty to see that it is carried out even if the teachers don’t like it." The attitude revealed by words like these surely represents a servant mentality; they are not the words one free person would say to another. To direct a person, to require him to do what he thinks is wrong, is to treat him as something less than a human being and thereby to threaten his self-esteem. Those who want to direct others are denying to others the chance to be individuals. One person need not set out to direct another. All of us should be directed rather by purpose, process, and concept. (The B.C. Teacher, January 1973) 10 years ago Is the Year 2000 dead or alive? Does the Federation support Year 2000? Are changes proceeding too quickly or too slowly? For many people, the phrase Year 2000 means official education change in B.C. The term has a certain mythical quality–a slogan for a 1990s version of progressive education: either very good or very bad, depending on your point of view. It is more useful to understand Year 2000 as a particular curriculum, assessment, and program framework–a subset of the recommendations of the 1988 Royal Commission. With such varied use of terms, it would be folly for the Federation or any responsible body to declare itself for or against Year 2000. (Teacher Newsmagazine, Jan./Feb. 1993) – Chris Bocking, Keating Elementary School, Saanich Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2014/09/tentative-agreement-yes-or-no.html?showComment0751410928980722,Staffroom Confidential: Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, September 16, 2014 Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Despite what I know was a herculean effort on the part of our bargaining team, I very much hope that BC teachers will vote no to the tentative agreement. After five weeks of strike, and twelve years of legal battles, this is not the deal that will restore sanity to public education and it is not a fair deal for teachers and students. Just as teachers in Saskatchewan rejected a deal to ensure a better outcome, I hope BC teachers will consider a no vote to let our team know we have to go back to the bargaining table. Class size, composition The agreement provided a modified LIF fund starting at $75 million per year and increasing to $85 by the last year. It is for teachers only, which will mean a slight improvement in Districts where sizeable portions were spent on Education Assistants or senior District staff rather than teachers. However, in an average size District like Victoria (20,000 students, 1,000 teachers), this will translate into about 5-10 more teachers. That is one for every five schools. To put it in comparison, Justice Griffin's judgement estimated the lost funding due to lost class size language at about $330 million in current dollars. (Read more here about the proposed Education Fund.) I heard so many teachers speak up about the need to ensure that we do not return to over-crowded classes when the strike ends. This agreement does very little to alleviate what is the most pressing issue. Throwing away the court victory The agreement provides a "reopener" in the event we win on appeal our class size language. What this means is that the language returns, but is not implemented until new language is negotiated. Without the actual implementation of the returned language, there will be very little incentive for the government to bargain it back. We would essentially be back in the very same position we are in today, with government trying to bargain it out and us trying to bargain it back in. In my opinion, even if we were legislated back to work we would be in a superior position. If we won the appeal the government would then be forced to implement the language. We are thus throwing away our historic court victory and the bargaining pressure it potentially creates. The reopener is really only mildly less offensive than E80. In both cases, we have to bargain back what was illegally taken from our contract and the government will probably never have to restore it. In fact, the "reopener" creates the perfect opportunity for government to lock us out to try and force us to agree to something far inferior. Throwing away the remedy for the last twelve years The agreement provides $105 million to compensate for grievances over-sized classes for the last twelve years. Using Justice Griffin's estimates, our loss is roughly $300 million times 12 = over $3 billion. I cannot fathom how $105 million is a fair compromise. The BCTF's original proposal to put this money back into the system was a more fair and productive approach. This agreement means we can no longer go to the courts for a fair remedy. Wages The agreement is very close to government's original offer. While I would be willing to accept this if the class size language was returned, teachers should not be taking such a significant monetary loss without the commensurate gain in working conditions. We have lost roughly 12% of our annual salary. We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut. Minimal improvements There are very minimal improvements in preparation time for elementary teachers (10 minutes per week), and TTOC daily rate. The TTOC daily rate change may depend on your grid placement. It could actually be a wage loss for long term TTOCs who are above category 5 and step 7. There is also $11 million in health and dental benefits. At 40,000 members, this is $275 each. Hardly worth consideration in the context of the rest of the agreement. What next? There are a variety of options if we vote no. We can continue the strike. We can choose to return to work and continue bargaining. We do not, and should not, accept an agreement that doesn't meet our needs and doesn't meet the needs of students and public education. When Saskatchewan teachers rejected the first deal which had 5.5% wage increases over four years, the second deal had 7.3% increases over four years. They have said this still isn't good enough. For us, our main issue is classroom conditions. We need to say this isn't good enough. The way to do that is to vote no. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 7:48 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 124 comments: Troy MooreSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:17 PM The EC recommendation states the open clause will be argued from restored language. However, selling our grievances for nothing as the 105 million is strike savings, is plenty of reason to vote no. Further, no composition caps, but a fund controlled by Superintendents is enough reason to vote no. Thursday I will vote no.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:06 PM Re-opener also says "education fund" in place until new language bargained, so old language can disappear forever.Delete Reply Mme RousseauSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:33 PM Government starved us to death hoping we'd vote yes to whatever deal they'd offer. Planned it from the start.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:07 PM We can sill choose (collectively) to return to work if we reject this deal. Many options.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:09 PM Great analysis, Tara! I think that returning to work would be a bad idea. This will frustrate parents more if they need to find new ways to deal with taking care fo kids. USe the money given to you by the other unions. I am a teacher who had to quit for stress over the terrible condition of work (split FI grade 4/5, several low LD kids with little support, one severe with no support, 2 gifted (no support), and a principal who expected me to teach 2 separate social studies AND science programs)Delete Reply Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:56 PM Good points by all but the gov't succeeded in starving my family out and completly breaking us. I will be voting YES and live to fight another dayReplyDelete Replies schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:21 PM 'Fight another day'? In the last twelve years that we have been pushing back against this government, never has the tide tide been so much with teachers, class size/composition, and public education - and never has the government been pushed back onto the ropes (especially with the call for binding arbitration). What 'other day' is being proposed that we wait for? Now is the time. Vote 'no' and give the BCTF bargaining team a renewed mandate to get a decent deal for students and teachers.Delete Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:10 PM "Another day" means to wake up and realize that 2more weeks means my family of 5 could lose our home. It means I will do all I can to recall Cc, Factbender, and other mla's, and maybe even having "a guy I know" have a chat with them. In year 1 of their reign, I don't believe they even know what "the ropes" are. I will vote YES ...for my family, and I can live with thatDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:12 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply Karen FergusonSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:03 PM Just a question: When the Saskatchewan teachers voted no, had they already been on strike for 5 weeks?ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM No. They are working with no contract. They are not on strike.Delete Shannon DavisSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:23 AM I am a Saskatchewan teacher. We are not on strike; we are currently in the conciliation process after voting "no" to 2 previous offersDelete Reply "Mama Rose"September 16, 2014 at 9:27 PM Can we truly return to work without agreeing and continue bargaining? When I suggested returning to work a few weeks ago, the answer was "being on strike puts pressure on the gov't and without pressure they have no reason to settle." And can you explain more how legislating us back would be better than agreeing to this deal? And finally, why would the BCTF executive put forward a deal that was not a good one?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:30 PM Because they need confirmation of the resolve of the membership to get something better. That is what a no vote does.Delete Reply Troylana MSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:28 PM some great points to ponder, tara......thinking thinking....ReplyDelete schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:43 PM If we vote 'no' to the tentative deal we still have options: We'd not have a contract. But we could... a) strike with full picket lines b) partially strike with phase 1 (work-to-rule) in schools c) partially strike with periodic/rotating job action d) continue negotiating e) return to work and re-escalate strike f) some/all of the above ReplyDelete Replies Caroline MackenzieSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:21 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:14 PM a) will expedite matters (I say less that 3 days)Delete Reply danabjornsonSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:05 PM I am thinking that a legislated, crappier contract would only be in effect for 2 years max (before elections...). If we take this offer, then we will be agreeing to this pseudo-E80. Should we win the court case (which we likely will), we will have to settle on the terms of the THIS negotiated contract which doesn't actually restore learning conditions; it simply allows for those conditions to be negotiated. If we say n, then we default to the 2002 contract, which DOES restore the language. A "yes" vote is saying that we are good on "crumbs"; a "no" vote is saying we want an actual meal. That's my understanding, anyway. Please correct me where I am wrong, Tara. :)ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:44 PM And word is IF they legislate, they could opt to legislate back Grade 10-12 only causing the union to have to lay off all teachers and re-hire based on seniority. That will tear the union at the seams pitting teacher against teacher for those positions. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:17 PM There will be a general strike if that were to happen! They better not do this. They will regret it.Delete Reply imaginefunlearningSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:09 PM Some good points on the background of our fight over the past 12 years, which I have been actively engaged in; however we need to recognize the climate we are in. We are not in Sask. people! We have just come through a very long summer!! We need to thank our @bctf bargaining team & recognize the toll this has taken on all of us & our families. I don't have the luxury of more time on the strike line. This may be as good as it gets. Let's read the agreement and consider getting back to work and making some $ again! That's my 2 cents worth, which would come in really handy right now!!!ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:18 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply RobSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:11 PM Go back in work to rule mode. Work this winter to recall every Liberal MLA. ThAt is the only way to apply pressure to these criminals. ReplyDelete Replies Kate RestonSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:03 PM Recall! Not sure who won the battle but the war is still onDelete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:14 AM Well said Kate... I agree 100%Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:20 PM I think say NO and a better deal will be done in less than 3 days. These guys are not criminals, they are lower than that. I bet they get a sick pleasure in hurting the kids and the teachers.Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:31 PM An official recall is in the works: https://www.facebook.com/groups/316129595235450/?fref=ts Please consider joining.Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:26 AM Leah - do you honestly think anyone who voted BC Liberal did so thinking that they would act any differently on the education file?Delete Reply JJSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:16 PM I am glad to see other members who share my views. I am outraged at a 1.2 percent "raise" in salary per year that doesn't even meet inflation of currently 2%. I feel used and abused.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:23 PM Not to mention all of the other pittance! I am actually surprised that Iker asked teachers to vote on this! Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:18 PM Hi Tara Thanks for the summary! Will we be able to vote NO to the deal, but vote YES to returning to work? Will there be three options when we vote Thursday? Why did the BCTF agree to a substandard deal for us? If we vote no to a deal that was recommended to us, the teachers look like the bad guys and public approval will plummet. I am very disappointed and frustratedReplyDelete Replies KataSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:12 AM Public approval will not necessarily plummet. I have seen strikes where the membership has voted against the executive's "best results to date", and ended up with a better offer. This offer is an insult. The $300 million will not bring funding to the national average (I believe). More importantly, the wage offer is half of the average wage increase for public and private workers (StatsCan). Delete Reply MontySeptember 16, 2014 at 10:19 PM Thank you, Tara. My thoughts too, more clearly expressed. As well, Thursday is too soon to vote, too soon to vote, too soon to vote........ReplyDelete Richard ChalkeSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:21 PM Vote no and lose every shred of public support...just sayin!ReplyDelete Replies UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:31 AM I am a member of the public and would support a "no" vote. js!.Delete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:01 AM Richard Chalke, NO you won't! I am a mother with 3 adopted special needs children who need to be in a class that is designed for them and others like them (my kids are academically slightly delayed but their issues are more social and behavioural) where they can receive the education they deserve taught in a way they can comprehend. I will speak now for all the parents I know, and we will support the teacher's if they continue to fight for our children's best interest.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:28 PM It might not be pretty at first, but once we explain things (and I hope the Mandarin-speaking teachers flood the Richmond organization that voiced their concerns), they will back us. The 3 billions that the judge came to is the first I hear about. This should be stated to every newsmedia comment section in the province. Minimize pickets and flood those outlets with commenters, just like the Liberals do. Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:45 PM I am a member of the public and a single Mother of a child in the public school system. You will NOT lose one bit of my support if you vote no. I know that you are sacrificing so that my child can have a better education, and I am most grateful for it. Having said that, I also know that you are exhausted and broke. I have been dreading that you may have to settle for less than what you (we) deserve because the government succeeded in breaking you. I am not in your shoes, so cannot judge. If the vote is a yes, I understand and I am still behind you. Delete Reply Alison RocheSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:25 PM It is a crap deal. It's always a crap deal. Once you raise the stakes to striking, anything else is a cave in. The last time we walked out was the 3 day illegal strike where I threw away 1200$ and got EXACTLY the same contract I had the year before. The BCTF called it a win because they didn't rip up MORE of my contract. Ridiculous. There are a few of us that believe that working to contract, doing 100% of your teaching job and nothing more (like paying for supplies out of your own pocket or EC) is the only way teachers will survive this government. What if they get re-elected again? Then what? Teachers have lost thousands to these clowns to make "statements" about the state of public education in this province. We can't keep sacrificing ourselves and our families. And in the meantime, you talk to parents about why you have to take this crappy road. Because up until this strike they mostly didn't care about the state of education, but god forbid you didn't run a Sports Day. Then suddenly they wanted to know what the hell was going on. Keep the conversation going in schools. Attend your PAC meetings and stop enabling this govt to underfund and overwork the system. And still get paid!ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:20 AM I am very excited at the prospect of returning to my beloved job on Friday. However I will NOT continue to put my personal money into my classroom and I will be seriously reconsidering my involvement in extra curriculars. I think we shoot ourselves in the foot with all the unpaid work we so willingly volunteer to do. Delete Reply FCSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:38 PM I heard a rumour last week from a loose lipped government insider that after the 22nd, depending on the outcome of the negotiations the Liberals were going to announce a 3 step process. I was not clear if this was based on 3 steps to resolve the strike (perhaps the 3rd step is legislation??) or 3 steps to overhaul the education system, either way, they will settle it outright. I wish you all luck and all the information that you need to make a sound decision of what you feel is best.ReplyDelete Replies Lisa BurrowsSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:53 PM I have heard similar rumours. On the 23rd, the gov. was planning on introducing a $6000 per year voucher system for 3 choices: an academic or trades program, or something called EducationCanada. Not clear whether their intention was to privatize the public system, de-certify teachers and hire them back under new wage/benefits. Not clear where these rumours originated from. Maybe fear tactics to get teachers to vote yes. In any event, I plan on voting yes. I signed up to be a teacher, not a martyr. This strike has cost us a lot. We need to regain our livelihood and hopefully continue the conversation about class composition. We have at least awakened many people to the issue, and the court case is still an avenue that could eventually improve teaching and learning conditions.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:33 PM I urge all teachers to fight and say NO to this deal. Retired teacher who had to retire because horrendous work conditions. Make me proud. They will not last long if you say NO! I know this is tough, but there is money and I hear that Van City does offer loan at low to 0 %. Banks do allow you to miss a mortgage payment. Go talki to your banker.Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM Will school districts require teachers to make up missed days, as suggested in the media? Will the school calendar be changing to make up for the missed three weeks and if so will we be made aware of those changes PRIOR to the vote? ReplyDelete KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:41 PM "Wages..... We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut." And that is the cost of going on strike!!! There is nothing that can be done about that. You cannot go on strike and put up the raise you want every week to compensate for your time on strike - it doesn't work that way.ReplyDelete Replies Drew StevensonSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:59 AM I believe the missing "..." Suggests that they meant to refer to the losses against inflation since the last wage step increase. Thus this contract does not allow us to recover the buying power lost to inflation since the last non contract or "0%" year. Add those up and compare against the proposed increase and you see that by the end of the contract, we won't be able to afford the same value of goods (loaves of bread, watts of energy, litres of gas) that we could at the end of the last contracts term. It was not a comment about wages that were lost in the strike. Those are really small potatoes when compared to the grinding power of inflation over years and years. The next contract will use this latest for a bench mark so these losses to inflation will grind at all teachers for as long as they teach. A death of a thousand cuts to our ability to afford basic goods and services. Any raise less than inflation is a cut to the value placed on us and on our ability to pay our bills. Delete Reply Ed SSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:09 PM Having lost $20,000 (including summer school wages) as the single income for a family of five is far too much; I will be voting YES to the deal, unless the independently wealthy teachers out there who wish to continue the strike will pay my bills and mortgage for me.ReplyDelete Replies Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:14 PM I feel ya. Yes for meDelete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:18 AM Ed S. With all due respect (and I mean that), how did you lose $20,000 in the strike? Teachers were out 2 weeks (all out) before they were supposed to be in June, and now 3 weeks for the start of school? It is my understanding that teachers don't get paid through the summer months. Please correct me if I'm wrong, wherever I'm wrong. Shouldn't you have been financially alright for the summer months at least? Also all teachers knew this strike had a possibility of extending into the new school year but no one teacher budgeted for this possibility? I'm truly just trying to get a clear picture of where this all stems. NO disrespect intended.Delete BlairSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:12 AM Kelly, not Ed but if you look at the numbers there was the 10% lockout haircut in May/June plus the loss of most of June and the loss of much of September. In our 1 teacher (1 non) household we calculated a $9 K - $10 K loss so far. If you add summer school earnings you can easily make the loss in the $20 k zone. As for budgeting, we budget for the summer, but did not expect the 10% haircut, nor the loss of June/Sept days which completely messed our budgeting calculations. A very good friend (single teaching mother) was crushed by the loss of the June income and is without a penny today.Delete Mr. SmoothSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:35 PM The only one who didn't get a haircut was Jim Iker... and he needs one more than anyone else. What's with that over-coiffed 70"s mullet Jim? Does wonders for the BCTF brand image!Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:55 PM Jim's hair is not open for discussion in a respectful space like this. As for his salary, he is a teacher who does not get paid when we are on strike.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:04 PM Totally agree!Delete Reply Mr. GSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:24 PM If I thought they could do any better I would agree with voting NO, but you have to be realistic. The BCTF does not use professionals to bargain and always ends up with much less than they promise the membership when asking for a strike vote. While this is not a great deal for teachers, I really think you're fooling yourself if you think it'll get any better.ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:02 AM BCTF needs to be replaced with younger more adept representatives and advocates. Also, we should be hiring professional contract negotiators - you don't go into battle with cut throat corporate types with a wooden knife. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:37 PM This is BAD deal! Say NO to it and show those (expletives) that we will not take it anymore! Come on! Show them that teachers have a spine! They will respect us, oddly!Delete Reply retaSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:51 PM I agree with Richard. Those in the public that are uniformed would be furious, and there are many teachers who just can't afford to use their wages as their voice any longer - too much has already been donated to the government. In my opinion, the deal is pretty lame. I am sitting on the fence.ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:24 AM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:26 AM So true!!! I cannot afford to fight this battle for public education any longer. Why is this my personal and professional obligation??? However I think this deal is weak weak weak. I also think its the best we are going to get. Ideologically I'm on the fence but my wallet will vote YES.Delete Reply SirThinksToo MuchSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:54 PM My wife and I will be voting "Yes" on Thursday for it is the middle path. The easy path would have been for us to go back to school with E-80 & E-81 over our heads. The difficult path would be for us to vote "No" and put our mortgage at risk and having to continue asking retired parents for handouts to feed a family with three kids. The middle path is the wisest choice for us considering the current political climate in which those who do not teach are the quickest to judge it harshly.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:41 PM I understand that this is really tough for you! I almost died teaching a few month ago. I had to quit. Please consider holding on and say no. Remember the short loss in salary will be offset in the LONG-RUn by better salary increase. This is a joke! They will be laughing at you even more if we accept this. This is a very bad deal! However, I do respect your position!Delete Reply DaleSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:16 AM Why would classroom conditions be better on October 9th after being legislated back? We have been outplayed because of our stubborn refusal to outdated, tired old tactics. It is because of these actions that have led us to this terrible deal. Time to reset, regroup and stock up for the long haul. Can't do it if half the members commit hara kiri on themselves. We are a union of professionals not a cult. ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:49 AM Could not agree more.Delete schreck!September 17, 2014 at 9:44 AM Could you please advise which tactics you believe could have been used to secure a superior deal?Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:47 AM Full disclosure: I'm a BC Liberal supporter. The only people who would benefit from a NO vote are the BC Liberals. Teachers would be bargaining with no leverage whatsoever and would be viewed by a large segment of the population as unreasonable. The BC Liberals then get portray themselves as the only party capable of dealing with the BCTF. schreck! says that the BCTF has the government on the ropes, but he couldn't be farther from the truth. The government wants people to view the BCTF as their primary opponent. Disputes like this just shore up the BC Liberal base and protect its right flank. Any half-baked recall campaign will only reinforce that. It's true teachers aren't going to recoup the lost wages from the strike. I would suggest to you that that means this job action was probably not in teachers' interests, especially without any sort of appreciable strike fund. This is the best deal teachers were ever going to get with this government and people should have been able to recognize that in June. If you want my advice (which you probably don't), it would be to spend the next 5 years building up a strike fund, electing better leaders, and hiring a professional negotiating team. Don't bring a knife to a gunfight and expect things to go well. Focus on getting the best deal you can from whoever the government is rather than trying to change the government, the HST, Kinder Morgan or a thousand different issues that distract from education and erode the union's finances further. You'd be doing yourself a favour, and probably doing the NDP a favour at the same time. Also, if schreck! is David Schreck, you can thank his opposition to STV for the last two BC Liberal majorities. I know I do.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:11 PM One step would be to stop making political contributions to the NDP. This only contributes to the childish animosity and lack of trust that has constantly characterized negotiations. How else can the Socreds/Liberals view teachers except as enemies when they so publicly support their opponents. This stupid confrontational immature approach has to STOP!!!!! Education should not be a political fight when it is so obviously a valuable benefit to our society. It was an NDP government that legislated teachers back to work in 1993. Stop making education a political fight.Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:10 PM I don't think they have to go that far. CUPE and the Nurses still contribute to the NDP yet they don't have the same acrimonious relationship. CUPE and the Nurses just make their members their priority, and broader advocacy second.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:55 PM Ryan (possibly a Liberal paid commenter), with all due respect, I disagree with you. The cumulative increase in lieu of this will be better. Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can. I say to Iker, ask for 6% over 3 years because these people love to play the 15% over 15 year game to make it so big on the surface. Some people think that this is 15% every year. Believe me! I have seen it in comment sections. Others believe that the 15% is too high not understanding that they must divide things over the duration of the contract. It is time that we play it smarter. It is time to put the foot down and ask for money given to us by other unions, if it is needed. Banks can accept one late mortgage payment. It would be suicidal for them to not help. Imagine the possible damage if that ever leaks out. They could lose a lot in teacher money. I for one would pull my money out of a bank in support! Teachers are going to show this government that we have a spine! Enough is enough! Aren't you tired of being treated like kids? (Retired teacher who almost died in a car accident because of work conditions that were horrendous. I had to quit.)Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 AM Not paid by the BC Liberals. I pay them actually... :/ I imagine astroturfers of any affiliation wouldn't disclose their bias. "Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can." How did that work in May 2013? If the teachers reject a contract that their own union endorsed, it will make teachers seem unreasonable. Whether that perception is true or fair is irrelevant. It's what will happen, and teachers will be weaker as a result. Take my advice. Build up a strike fund and focus on the internal governance of the BCTF for the next 6 years. You'll be better off for it. Or not. I don't mind you or others making it easier for the party I support to get elected. I'd just rather not see kids and teachers hurt in the process.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:37 AM Ah! The "don't-hurt-kids" card, hey, when you have underfunded education for 12 years! WOW! That takes the cake! Are your trolling? Oh! You are serious? :) Would you be surprised if I don't follow your advice, considering your lack of logic? Would you be surprised if others don't follow your advice? It is ttue that bullies like you and your ilks love to show who is the boss, who is the teacher now! I suspect that is at the root of the problem! No one wants to fail in school! No one wants to get the strap! Sad that today's teachers don't like it too! But, who cares, we are ... teachers! We deserve it! BAH! BAH! BAH!Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:22 PM That's fine. I look forward to another 16 years of BC Liberal government.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:41 PM 16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate! Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan! Sociopaths do that!Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 9:35 AM "16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate!" 16 years of our opponents still don't understand why they lost. Like I said, that's fine with me. If I said the Liberals would be in power for at least another 13 years back in 2004 you probably would have laughed too. Heck, if I told you on May 13 last year that the BC Liberals would be reelected on May 14 you'd probably have laughed too. And you were wrong. Why is that? Answer that question if you want the NDP to win the next election. Without a correct answer to it, the NDP's cause is hopeless. "Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan!" You feel they are flawed, and that's fine. I don't go around calling people who disagree with me sociopaths, nor do I accuse them of being paid shills. But I also don't feel much need to address your ad hominems. There are logical arguments to support your position, but argumentum ad hominem is not one of them. It's a textbook logical fallacy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 1:15 PM Ah! Now I get it! It is all ego-based! You think because you voted the winning party that you are a winner and we are losers! You think because you predicted that the Liberals would win, you are winner. That does not make YOU a winner or the Liberals! It is called DEMOGRAPHICS, you expletives. The baby boomers are getting old and because they have more assets and won't make a whole lot more for too long, they need to vote a govn't who is going to do just that! It is not rocket science! WOW! You think you are so superior when your party stole an election with 47% of the popular vote. That's not a majority and your party should not have been elected. BTW, did you delete from your ethical memory the words Ethnic voting scandal? The field is slanted and you know it. However, you are so willing to minimize, forget the scams and bad fairplay tactics like a sociopath is allowed to minimize or ignore his or victims emotions that you don't see that you are the loser, we are the victim of your constant bullying. 1% wage increases after years of 0% increases and you can justify that when Yahoo reports that the average Canadian can hope to get 2.5% this and next year: https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html You Liberals behave like fascists, but we can't call you that because that's not allowed! Well! Guess what? It is and you are. Live with it! You keep on dreaming you are a genius! :) I am retired, getting soon a nice pension, and laughing at you from a beach somewhere! AHAHA! Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 2:14 PM What's with the name calling Peter? For someone claiming to be retired you really don't show the wisdom of age. For someone who talks about logic, you use logical fallacies like ad hominems a lot too. It's a fair point that the BC Liberals didn't get a majority of the vote (and I'm a very big supporter of electoral reform). The BC Liberals + Conservatives did though, and I don't think it's realistic to expect the BC Conservatives to have been more generous had they been part of government. Last time I checked I just voted. I didn't "victimize" anyone. Perhaps your rage is misplaced. If you think the election was "stolen" I'm afraid I have to question your grasp on reality though. "Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?" I'm glad you'll have a pleasant retirement Peter. I have no ill will towards you. I'm not sure why you think I do. I'm not saying people were *right* to vote BC Liberal. That's a matter of opinion. All I'm saying is people *did* vote BC Liberal. More voted BC Liberal than BC NDP for the last 5 elections in a row actually. You need to understand why that happened in order to change it for the next election. Clearly you're not interested in that though. Which is fair enough. Just remember next time you're upset about something the BC Liberals do that your lack of interest is part of why the BC Liberals get elected at all.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 3:23 PM I love your culture --or the lack of thereof! Guess what, stop thinking averybody is white and must follow your little rules. Namecalling? Sociopath? Whaaaat? And, what if you are? Still can't call you that? :) You fascist right-wingers are big on censorship! I just don't like you giving us lessons on how to get the NDP in. As stated, people are voting right of the NDP because it is a matter of demographics and a little ethnic vote buying on the side. The rest is mumbo jombo. Yes, of course, they will have to go on strike in the future and yes they will have to build a strike fund. The Liberals stole that from the BCTF too! And, you wonder why I don't have any respect for them? Yes, electoral reform is needed! We agree!Delete Reply JJ GeorgeSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:46 AM As a parent, I support the teachers and respect whether they choose to vote yes or no. However I noticed a discrepancy here from other information I've read regarding prep time for elementary teachers. Here it states minimal improvement to prep time - only 10 minutes per week being added. Elsewhere I read that it is 100 minutes per week for prep, increasing by an additional 10 minutes in the final year. That is a significant difference, and worth noting. Or have I completely misunderstood?ReplyDelete Replies Anne-MarieSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:59 AM Elementary teachers currently have 90 minutes of preparation time per week so an increase to 100 minutes per week is only gaining 10 minutes. In other provinces and some private schools they have as much as 45 minutes of prep time per day.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:56 PM Thank you for inquiring!Delete DW ZSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:57 PM You're right JJ George. There is a significant difference around the province regarding preparation times. In my district elementary teachers currently get 100 minutes of prep time. This new proposal is useless to me. I'll have to wait 6 years to gain an extra 10 minutes. Delete Reply UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:11 AM Almost nobody gets cost of living adjustments. Also inflation is NOT 2%. Do some research and look at the CPI for BC over the last 24 months. The average over the last 2 years is 0.7%, not 2%. The CPI changes every month so you cant just look at the highest month and declare that THE inflation rate. Check out the 12 month averages document for the actual numbers. http://www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/StatisticsBySubject/Economy/ConsumerPriceIndex.aspx All that being said I support the teachers. if you think this is a bad deal as a parent my dream would be for the teachers to vote no but continue bargaining because I do think the kids need to be in school and I do fear that the teachers will lose all support if the strike continues. All I ask as a parent is that you do your own research and try not to be swayed by all the opinions. ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:01 AM Inflation for August was 2.1% (http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/economy/cpi-report-expected-to-reveal-rise-in-canadas-core-inflation-rate/article20593943/). The CPI is a year-over-year calculation.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:43 AM Inflation should be looked at as a yearly average, not an individual month.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:34 PM The lawyers do not believe we have compromised our court deal. Our leadership would not have sold us out. We dodged a bullet. The Premier had something loaded even if we are not sure what it was. The idea that we could simply return to work is not guaranteed. I think a no vote could easily lead to the Liberals locking us out again because the Premier wants to crush us and she will use any excuse. She did not want to take the advice of her people and do this deal. I am certain a plan for drastic action (where we have to take the concessions they had planned) or worse - was in place. We can't guarantee the press will do any better job explaining the complexities should we say no. They rarely sided with us in markets outside of Vancouver where people are more political and they often misled or allowed others to mislead. They are not helping and would sensationalize. This would see dissolution of support very quickly - especially if we asked for wages. (Though admittedly it angers me that we can't ask for wages without being accused of being greedy when that is what most bargaining units do). But we have argued this is about kids and while this is not ideal - it is better to have teachers than not. The deal does suck in that it does not bring us to par - but this fight needs to be won with a strategy that is political and capacity will do that in another round. We have some support - but it is limited to the choir. We need to have the pews too. We need to build that capacity while working and continue to find allies because the fight is bigger than most people want to consider. This is about ideology and about privatization. Education always was political but never more so than now and we have to fight this party or the conservatives who would do the same or worse. No teacher who is responsible can ignore the politics any longer. That is simply the truth. If you work in the system you better get informed and you better be prepared to fight until retirement for the system. That said, I want to ask the same question others are asking: Why is this the job of 42,000 teachers and not the job of all citizens who want equality to fight for this right? It is time (while the conversation is still on-going and up to and including election night) for us to guide the public where we can but mainly play our part by not propping the system up. Make poverty known. Make noise about shortfalls, ask questions (in the media or in board offices ) about who is going to fix it instead of paying ourselves, volunteer some but wait for the pubic to step up so they see what schools lack. I hate the deal too. But I trust Vince Ready and Iker and I don't think we could have done better right now. I think we dodged a bullet because I have read everything this government has put out and followed the trail. They plan to privatize and they are just looking for the route. Voting YES for now does not mean we are giving up. It does not mean a win in the way we wanted but we have won a battle that will lead to us winning the war. If we don't rest up and stock up we might not get there.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:57 PM Well, if it is bigger than just this battle, then we will need ALL the unions to strike if they do indeed use drastic (draconian) measures. I say it is time for ALL of the unions to call a general strike. I guarantee that they will not like that one bit. What will they do then? Call the army? :) People in Europe, at the end of the 19th century stood up in mines. General strikes do occur in Europe and have. If you think you had it tough, think of them who stood tall for US in tougher times and conditions. Make sacrifices. Sell furniture. Tutor on the side. Ask for the BCTF money. Ask your banker to help. As friends and relatives. If we say NO, it won't last long. If they legislate us back, let's call a general province-wide strike of all unions. Delete Reply Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:47 AM Between CC's smug smile as she celebrates slaughtered teachers and Jim Iker's goofy grin - seemingly unaware that he has been a willing puppet, I am thoroughly disgusted. Over the next 5 years, teachers will be in an increasingly bad situation financially, classrooms will continue to be too large and complex with increasing medical, social and environmental issues impacting academic delivery. It could not be less obvious that things will continue to worsen. The Liberals have ensured that BC is rapidly becoming the Canadian Monaco for rich off shore interests and wealthy corporations. Soon the underpaid "workers" will have to be bussed in daily to Vancouver - Asian style. The only recourse is to move to just about any other province and bring in up to $100,000 more over the six years with much less cost of living. So we are bailing, encouraged by friends who have gotten positions in Manitoba and Alberta. My colleagues and I discovered through contacting several school boards across Canada that specialist (special needs and behavioural) and secondary science teachers are in particular demand. I want to work in a professional, respectful environment where the needs of all children are considered a priority and where I feel inspired to do my best. However, I want my vote to reflect the wishes of teachers who will be here over the next 6 (5) years, so very much appreciate your blog and opportunity to read the comments.ReplyDelete Bert SlaterSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:11 AM To vote YES will throw away 12 years of effort, and 2 victories in BC Supreme Court. To vote YES will be to snatch defeat from the jaws of victory. If you vote YES what bargaining power do you think you will have - the government will do nothing, and then what do you think you will do - take job action? PLEASE VOTE NO.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:59 PM Time to show you have a spine!Delete Reply RodSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:06 AM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Cool HandSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 AM Wouldn't a 'No' vote be a vote of no confidence in the BCTF itself?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:02 AM Not at all. It is just a message to the leadership we need to do better. The strength of the union is the members, and we support the leadership by giving them direction through democratic means.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:40 PM I disagree. How else can a recommendation by the EC to vote yes be interpreted? Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:00 PM I am sure people will interpret this both ways, but it is a vote. If it is supposed to be a "Yes", because it might be interpreted one way, then why bother having a vote?Delete Kate TSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:07 AM Yes , it would be. I don't think we could come out much better than this with this government. How will a No obtain that? Christy will be happy, she can declare the BCTF gone and roll out her plan to privatize. Delete Reply David DeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:06 AM A no vote would be a rejection of a the court victories defied by the government and an inadequate deal containing some vague promises that won't meet the needs of teachers or students on class size and other important issues.In Ontario elementary teachers get 200 minutes of prep time per 5 day cycle. I know there is financial hardship, but the union has received close to $2 million in donations from other unions; is there no way of accessing hardship funds? At minimum, vote no and return to work on work to rule with various strike options.ReplyDelete Erica JonesSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:25 AM This article actually makes me so mad. It is NOT better for the kids that they have missed almost all of june and all of september. This is what you signed up for in BC as a teacher. Get on board or GET OUT.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:20 PM Is this really what teachers signed up for? At my high school, each class has about 30 kids, with an average of 17 kids per classroom with an identified learning disability. Our district says that there should be no more than 4 kids per classroom.. How do you expect non-specialist teachers to help each student when over half of them require more resources because of a learning disability? Furthermore, are you generalizing the "better-ness" to all the kids in BC? Because I don't think that it would be better if kids went back considering the learning environment isn't up to par. There are barely any Education Assistants, and support teachers for the multitude of children who need them. While I recognize and appreciate your enthusiasm for education, please realize that the public school system isn't a daycare. Also, please think about your words and the learning environment prior to speaking out. By the way, we're not an autocracy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:08 PM I can understand your frustration! Understand mine! I almost died at 7:30 pm one night returning from teaching a FI split class with several students who did not get enough support or no support at all. The principal expressed to me that he expected me to teach 2 different social studies programs and 2 different science programs. ANYONE I talked to knows that this is impossible to do, especially in French Immersion when kids get no support at home and books are often too hard for students to read. I had to quit my job. I did it for me and did it for the kids. I was like a surgeon who is asked to operate on 5 patients with an old scalpel with 2 inexperienced nurses. Predictably, 4 patients would die and I would be reprimanded! Teachers are put in terrible conditions and kids too. I hope you have the openmind to consider the reality of this honest personal anecdote. I also wish you to understand that this is likely not an isolated incident. What will it take? A kid to commit suicide because he or she is not getitng enough support?Delete Reply hilarySeptember 17, 2014 at 10:29 AM It is incorrect to equate lost funding with what the teachers would have received in grievances. The two are not equivalent. The starting position of the BCTF was $225M, so they never expected $3B to resolve grievances. I'm also interested to know where you get your figures on overcrowded classrooms. A recent Globe and Mail article says that classrooms are, on average, smaller than the caps set in 2002.ReplyDelete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:36 AM The signing bonus should be roughly $2500 each: 105 million divided by 41 thousand.ReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:53 AM It is not that simple. The $105 million is to be allocated by the union. The term "signing bonus" has been crossed off on the signed document. Some of that money may be used to pay union debts. Don't know this but clarification would be useful.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:16 PM Just quoting from the CBC news website, "And finally there are details of $105-million fund to settle grievances stemming from the ongoing court case. The BCTF says that money will be given out as a signing bonus, with specific amount yet to be determined."Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:34 AM I think it would be smart to put at least part of it into your strike fund.Delete Reply WheelsSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:55 AM If the money is used as a signing bonus, it should be based on FTEReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:12 PM Yes I am sure it will be based on FTE. The question is how much of the $105 Million is actually distributed. This is up to the union, and I am told that it is yet to be decided.Delete GuruSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:44 PM And don't forget all the retired teachers who are entitled to a share of it.Delete Reply Geoff OrmeSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:18 PM In another discussion of this someone suggested that under BC Labour Law a no vote means rejection of the proposed deal, and that means the strike continues until either: - the union in question elects to stand down - another tentative deal is presented or - the government imposes a legislated contract. I think the last of these is the most likely, and I believe the legislated contract would be draconian and brutal. What do you think, Tara? Also, I would appreciate your thoughts on Sandy Garossino's comments at https://storify.com/Garossino/should-teachers-accept-the-contractReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:14 PM If this is so, in a few month (likely a couple of years), teachers will win so much more with a Supreme Court judgment! It is possible that the Liberals know that the higher courts are stacked by Liberal judges (that is what happen when judges are chosen, not elected). In any case, a negative settlement (or not a great judgment) will galvinize the public to reform the way the Supreme court judges are being chosen. I doubt that any govn't will want that to happen. A legislated contract will make the LIbs look like sociopaths and dictators.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:47 PM Peter I think you are expecting far too much from the public, many of whom are only paying attention to this matter due to kids being home from school. The public are not remotely this savvy on the political process.Delete Reply IslanderSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:09 PM I am a continuing education teacher. We have it even worse and we are not listened to enough about our poor conditions. Those include no prep time (and we do have to mark and do report cards many times a year sometimes and commonly for 30 students in a class), travelling to different schools with no compensation, and having next to no breaks in between 3 hour classes. I worked for two years with no lunch break and taught 6 hours straight (just 15 min. breaks) to be told, "don't complain since there are others who will do it". We then got 15 min. breaks in between classes. Most of our students are wealthy immigrants, many who try to stay in classes as long as possible since the classes are free. After spending a year in Germany, I realize how better organized it is where the immigrants pay to learn the language on a sliding scale, and have to pay for a student book as well for each class. We do not even have text books, but photocopy so much at tax payers' expense. This is not right. I then teach summer school since we were not on a 12 month continual salary and most of those students are also immigrants (at least 75%). This is also free and it is becoming so common and the new immigrants know this is free babysitting and tutoring. I think one main problem is that we have so many new immigrants in our classes who need ESL like this article states about our inclusion style of education nowadays: http://www.vancouversun.com/life/Shelley+Fralic+trouble+with+schools/10203596/story.html I am honored to be teaching and like my job, but it does get exhausting especially since I need two or three jobs to pay the mortgage that I now no longer have.. back to renting since it all I can afford in this city that has become so expensive. And many don't realize that it is very very difficult to get to full time work as a teacher here. There was a formula that made it take about 10 years to get to f/t (now finally changed). I have been without pay for 3 months, and now had to finally rent a place in anticipation of returning to work, so I have to vote "yes", but please keep the comments coming for what alternatives we have. Maybe we have to just educate the public in a better way than picketing; maybe get out and walk around malls and talk to people and hand out pamphlets on how this liberal government is hurting this. Most Asians (probably just the new who are from such a different system) are already against the teachers since they do not seem to understand what is going on. http://www.vancouversun.com/Business/asia-pacific/Chuck+Chiang+Many+Asian+families+place+blame/10202757/story.htmlReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:17 PM First of all, myn thoughts are with you! I think your ideas about using different strategies is smart. Picketing is not a very good strategy to let people know about things. I think using the membership to flood media comment sections would be more effective. Going to talk to the public might be a good idea along with this, I think. Phone the BCTF and ask for support.Delete Reply Marsha HolleySeptember 17, 2014 at 1:36 PM A teachers wife Vote no you have come to far to back down. It is a -----Y DEAL. ReplyDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:45 PM Ask yourself WHY teachers cannot get 1/2 of the average increase in salary of the private sector? (The Libs will tell you because there are sooooooo many teachers, but I also hear that there are provinces where there is a need for teachers!) TORONTO - A new study says that Canadians, on average, can expect about the same size salary increase next year as in 2014. Human resources consultants Pal Benefits says a survey of 401 organizations, mainly in Ontario, Alberta and British Columbia, projected salary increase for 2015 at an average of 2.79 per cent. That was almost unchanged from the 2.74 per cent average increase projected in last year's survey. Meanwhile, in addition to the average salary increase remaining relatively steady year over year, the survey found that the percentage of employers who plan to freeze salaries appears to have stabilized at eight per cent —in the same percentages as was projected in 2014. Breaking down the numbers further, the survey found the average salary increase anticipated in the engineering, financial services and high technology sectors was three per cent. That compared with an average of 2.5 per cent on the low end for organizations in durable manufacturing. https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.htmlReplyDelete "Mama Rose"September 17, 2014 at 9:12 PM I used to agree with you, Tara, and appreciate you bringing these items to your blog to get us all thinking. But after a very long night and day of research and discussion, I realize I will be voting yes tomorrow. Here is why: I don't care about salary or benefit increases. That is not why I went on strike. I don't care if this tentative deal is not good for teachers. That's not why I went on strike either. For me, the single most important issue is class size and composition. I want to work in a classroom where I have enough time and resources available to me to adequately help all the students I teach. And while it is true that this tentative deal will not change anything in the classrooms right now (or at least most of our classrooms), I realized that we couldn't actually make changes in that area because the issues of cs and c is before the courts. When I made that connection and realized that this round of bargaining was really about a "good enough" agreement regarding wages, then the deal seems, well... good enough. BUT, the best part, is the language the BCTF legal team made around the furture court decision (the re-opener). They have it in writing that if we win the court case (which is likely) and when we have to start bargaining class size and comp again (that is exactly what Justice Susan Griffin said we would have to do) we will be STARTING from the 2002 levels. To make this simple to understand, I explained it to my friends using a number line. With this new language, the BCTF starts the next round of bargaining at say a 50. The government will want us to go to 10 or 15, and we'll compromise and end up maybe 25. But WITHOUT that language, we would have started bargaining at a 10 and only gone down from there. So I do believe it is the best deal possible, it still factors in the biggest issue (from my perspective), we do not lose the important gains of the past, and most importantly, everyone gets to go back to school.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 PM Mam Rose, I appreciate your point of view and your courage. However, let me point out to you and the readers that a decision at the BC supreme court might not turn out the way teachers anticipate. We all know that judges are appointed and who does the appointing? "All justices of the BCSC (including the position of Chief Justice and Associate Chief Justice) are appointed by the federal cabinet, on recommendation of the Minister of Justice. Masters are appointed by the provincial cabinet, on recommendation of the Attorney General in consultation with the Chief Justice." (Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Supreme_Court_of_British_Columbia) Now, I would like to think that all of those people are objective, but they are appointed and we know that there are political appointments. They have a lot of discretion over the laws and judgments. I am willing to bet that the BC Liberals do know this and are betitng the farm (or do they know something we don't know) that the Supreme Courts are stacked against teachers? So, I am not sure if we can count on a WIN if we proceed with the court ruling. I think we would be better to negotiate and negotiate a better deal.Delete Reply retaSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:57 AM Yes...no...yes...no...The last two days have been this. I’ve read so many articles and comments over the past few months and, I can say, I have learned a lot. I know this is not a great deal for teachers right now. I will be voting yes. This is why… 1. The children. Without going into the multiple issues (e.g., grad, post secondary, trades, sports, global education/trips, planned activities, those with varying degrees of special needs, those that need a soft place to land, etc., etc.) the children need to get on with their education. 2. The parents. For many parents, this strike is a financial burden. We do not like to be called baby sitters, but for many living below the poverty line, school is a financial relief. Winter is coming; gas bills will be expensive. 3. Poverty. Remember, BC has the highest child poverty rate in Canada. Schools feed and clothe numerous children. 4. The other systems educators work collaboratively with. MFCD, CYMH, foster parents, group homes, and the multitude of non-profit agencies that support vulnerable children and families are bursting at the seams. We are a part of that team. 5. CUPE. While some have been paid during this strike, that money is coming from districts. It was not provided by the government. And, CUPE is a partner in education - from the bus drivers to the tech dept to custodians to secretaries to EAs and so on. 6. Small Businesses. In our little towns, the school district is the number one employer. There is a direct cause-effect relationship between loss of wage and loss of business. 7. Money. The amount of money that is needed to reverse the erosion of the public education system over numerous years cannot be recouped in one sitting. This agreement is a start. It’s not much but the stage has been set. 8. THE COURT CASE. That is why we were on strike. All the other stuff could have been resolved months ago, but our government was working hard to make the court case go away. Well, it still exists. I consider that the victory. We live to fight another day (as rhetorical as that sounds) AND I hope people actually read the ruling and think critically about how a loss could impact the future of the Charter of Rights, and the power of government to contravene those rights. I am guessing we will vote to ratify as so many fear “what’s next?” from this government. It’s nasty business, and I think legislation would be next. VALUING PUBLIC EDUCATION needs to come from a STRONG, CONSISTENT public voice. If we do ratify the agreement, and those in the profession and public think we've given up, we have not. We’ve been fighting for years. We just haven’t been heard… until now. ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:21 AM I understand your point of view, but sometimes you have to fight to get what you want. This is a VERY bad deal, considering: Other people get on average 2.5% salary increases last year and this year and the next and the rest of us get 1% and must feel happy if we do.? (https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html) THIS DEAL is a horrendously BAD deal for kids/parents as well, of course. We are going to continue to be humiliated and be the laughing stock of many people of this province. After a decade of paycuts, WOW, this is what they are willing to offer! WOW! WOW! WOW!Delete Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:30 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Reply Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:37 PM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:08 PM Let's cross our fingers! I think we need a general strike by all unions if CC legislates teachers back. It is time to put the foot down and tell her and the Liberals that, as in the movie Network,"I am mad as hell and I won't take it anymore!"Delete Reply Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 8:26 PM Needs help on some stats for an online debate Looking for the last 10 or 15 years of contractual salary increases in %. So, 1% for 2001, 0% for 2002,...ReplyDelete Children FirstSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:00 PM Well it's all done now. Really hope the teacher's can find another angle to deal with class size and composition as well as student funding. The government will make sure the coming court case never swings your way no matter what. 2nd most expensive place to live in the the world!!! Wonder why and where the money goes??? ReplyDelete AnonSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 PM I'm an outsider, but have followed closely this whole fiasco and this is a RAW deal. Your union hung you out to dry on this one - taking a really bad deal (clearly no one from the BCTF had rudimentary math skills in their toolbox) and then publicly encouraging to the media that teachers accept the deal....what choice did you have - a no vote would have outraged the public. I could go on and on, but the bottom line, in my opinion, is that your union better get some stronger leaders who are PR and technology savvy. Out with Iker and the rest of those who bargained on your behalf - they just got ......well , we know that happened. Whew, can't even believe how screwed you got, absolutely amazing - nothing meaningful gained in the big picture and only very minor gains for a small group of people, bigger losses for the majority.. Wow - I better stop now. Best of luck. Thanks for all you do for our children. ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ▼  September (9) Reflections on the BC Teacher Strike BC Teacher strike - Lessons learned Response to Sandy Garossino Will the Education Fund improve classroom conditio... Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Class composition: a human rights perspective Class size and composition - a short visual histor... Guest post - I WILL HOLD THE LINE Teachers - let your leadership know it is time to ... ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=6932&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 7, May/June 2006 Sharing our skills in Southern Africa by Don Reader The teachers’ union in Namibia in Southern Africa has been an international partner of the BCTF for some 15 years. Since Namibia gained its independence from South Africa, BCTF training associates have worked with the largest teacher union, the Namibian National Teachers’ Union (NANTU). Sheila Pither and I have spent many months in Namibia over the last 12 years working with NANTU to develop and deliver training workshops, including spending a month in March and April of this year. As we know from our own experience, ongoing training is necessary as new people become union activists and the environment for union action changes. Namibia faces the additional problem of losing many of its members and activists to HIV/AIDS. On our most recent trip, as the plane swept in for a landing at Windhoek, we noticed something decidedly different from previous trips. This desert land of high savannas was green, not the usual sand and scrub trees. The rainy season usually lasts from December to February. However, this year it had started in December and was still going strong when we left in mid-April. While the land was now green and the desert in bloom, the unpaved roads were at worst impassable and bone shattering at best. The standing water meant a relentless struggle against mosquitoes. However, these conditions did not stop us doing what we had planned when NANTU asked us to come and do more training with their teachers. Namibia was scarred by the apartheid system imposed on society and schools by the old regime in South Africa. A lot of our training over the last 12 years has been in leadership, especially with the black teachers, who suffered much under the colonial government. On this trip, Sheila and I had been asked to do a week-long training with NANTU’s negotiating team. The Namibians are quick learners and react positively to the experiential learning model, so it is great to work with them. We also traveled to the outlying regions to do workshops with teachers who are union leaders in their schools. Both the Vancouver Elementary and Vancouver Secondary BCTF locals donated funds that we were to use to support needy schools or causes that could use a helping hand. We were pleased to find that a couple of the schools we have helped in past years are now functioning well. But, we found other schools where the situation was heartbreaking. One school, for example, has about 40 children crammed into small rooms built of sheet metal with very little furniture and no resources. After one of our workshops, one teacher asked how he could be concerned about ethics and grievances when his classroom was under a tree and he was worried about survival. When I look back over my years of involvement in Namibia, I see great progress overall in the public education system, but there is still much to be done, especially in the rural schools. I have made many fine friends in Namibia and value my experience there very much. I hope the BCTF will continue to foster the personal and professional relationship it has developed over the years with our Namibian colleagues. Don Reader is a retired teacher and BCTF training associate.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=19534,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 1, September 2009  Supreme Court confirms teachers’ right to advertise On July 10, 2009, BC Teachers’ Federation President Irene Lanzinger said the Supreme Court of Canada decision upholding the right to advertise on public transit vehicles is a victory for the right of teachers to speak out. “This is a victory for the right of teachers to speak out about conditions in the classrooms. As teachers we will continue to inform the public about our concerns about class size, composition, and the learning conditions of students. Speaking out is part of our commitment to defend and protect public education.” said Lanzinger. The Supreme Court upheld a 2006 BC Court of Appeal decision that the restrictive advertising policies of BC Transit and Translink were unconstitutional. Translink and BC Transit had appealed that decision. The issue arose when the BC Teachers’ Federation, in 2004, tried to buy ad space on buses to inform the public about conditions in BC’s public schools. The BCTF’s ads containing factual information about the numbers of schools closed and the number of teacher positions eliminated were deemed “too political” by Translink and BC Transit policies. (Ad is pictured above.) Consequently they refused to allow the ads on the outside of public buses. All eight Supreme Court of Canada Justices held that the policies prohibiting political advertisements are unconstitutional since political speech is at the core of the freedom of expression guarantee in the Charter. The justices ruled that the blanket exclusion of such highly valued expression cannot be justified in a free and democratic society. They declared that the policies are of no force or effect to the extent that they violate the Charter. The BCTF was joined in the transit ad case by the Canadian Federation of Students who had also been refused ad space. CFS’s ad to encourage youth voting stated: “Register now. Learn the issues. Vote May 17, 2005. RocktheVote BC.com.” The BCTF, along with several other unions, recently won another court case rejecting Bill 42—the Gag Law—which restricted public advocacy advertising in the two months before a provincial election campaign. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141006,politics.theglobeandmail.com,http://politics.theglobeandmail.com/bc-teachers-strike/,B.C. Teachers Strike - Politics Live - News, commentary and analysis from The Globe and Mail's politics team Politics Live Cancel Search 0 new update What you need to know Teachers have ratified the collective agreement between the B.C. Teachers' Federation and their public school employers by a vote of 86 per cent. In most districts, schools will open Monday. The first 14 days of the 2014-15 school year were lost to the strike, as well as the last two weeks of the 2013-14 school year. What's in the agreement? How does it compare to the BCTF's initial proposals? How B.C. teachers have measured up historically Home » B.C. Teachers Strike schools 2 weeks ago Teachers get back to work in B.C. classrooms By Mason Wright Grade Six teacher David Murphy welcomes students on the first day of school, 2012, at Simon Fraser Elementary School in Vancouver. Similar scenes will play out across B.C. on Monday and Tuesday. (John Lehmann/The Globe and Mail) On a day when teachers returned to classrooms around the province with varying levels of enthusiasm (see pictures below from Twitter and Instagram), we say it’s a good time to end the B.C. teachers’ strike liveblog and leave Politics Live to upcoming municipal election campaigns. Thanks for reading and sharing. Remember to pick up a copy of Saturday’s Globe and Mail newspaper for extended coverage of the end of the labour dispute. Feeling very heavy hearted. Trying hard to regain startup enthusiasm. Faced with cleaning & moving furniture #bced pic.twitter.com/Q1oxNXEQ18 — Anne-Marie Fenn (@amcfenn) September 19, 2014 3 degrees & I'm scrubbing desks on a day this govt thinks we get paid to do nothing. #bced for u! Not bitter at all! pic.twitter.com/Z6GwYuv1VL — gurjitpattar (@gurjitpattar) September 19, 2014 Shared set of 10 laptops (among 3 classes), older than the children who will be using them. #thisismyclassroom #bced pic.twitter.com/qyF3Dp5cnQ — Scott McCafferty (@ScottMcCaff) September 19, 2014 Pete the Cat is back in the classroom #bced pic.twitter.com/cdpIGxenuF — Sandi Purdell Lewis (@BCrubberboots) September 19, 2014 Setting up my class today. I better get off twitter as I only have one day! #bced pic.twitter.com/FpnprQRTlD — Janine Fraser (@Janfra2) September 19, 2014 schoolsteachers Filed under: B.C. Teachers Strike what to expect 2 weeks ago Back to school, back to dealing with school issues By Mason Wright With the drama of bargaining, picket lines and rallies finally in the past, teachers, parents and students can now turn their attention to returning to classes next week. That means all those back-to-school pointers and advice columns the rest of Canada read before Labour Day are suddenly relevant for readers in B.C. Here’s a sampling: Resist the back-to-school overspending tyranny A helpful personal finance column by Rob Carrick urges parents to mind their budgets by thinking twice before upgrading perfectly good technology, skipping a few extraneous items on school-supply lists and saying no to those buy-one-get-one-half-off-another sales. Read the full article here.   How to help kids stay cool about back to school Psychologist and author Sara Dimerman advises on preparing kids for expected anxieties at different school levels. For example: Grade 1 is both exciting and anxiety-provoking. Your child is likely standing tall knowing that he has joined ranks of the older kids. However, he may also be apprehensive about taking on more responsibility and spending recess on a different playground. … Rest assured that these feelings and behaviours are normal and it’s a good idea to tell him so. Share that even teachers feel nervous before school begins again. Go for a walk around the exterior of the school and spend some time in the new playground. Read the full article here.   The top three back-to-school stresses for teens If you’re the parent of a teenager, here’s more advice to help you anticipate students’ stress, from columnist Anthony E. Wolf: Talk to them. Let them know that you understand that the beginning of school can be stressful. It can seem a little strange, even overwhelming, getting back into a routine, but all kids feel this way. Reassure them that if they do feel apprehensive about it, they are not alone. Read the full article here.   Kids’ snacks that make the grade Growing kids need to refuel every two to three hours to keep their blood sugar (glucose) levels stable as sustained blood sugar means kids will have more energy to concentrate in class and participate in after school sports. The added calories from snacks provide an opportunity to boost your child’s intake of important nutrients like calcium, iron and zinc. What kinds of snacks? Dietician and columnist Leslie Beck suggests things like edamame, trail mix and fresh fruit and yogurt. Read the full article here. back to schoolparentsstudentswhat to expect Filed under: B.C. Teachers Strike bctf 3 weeks ago BCTF members ratify new six-year contract, ending B.C. teachers’ strike By Andrea Woo — Vancouver BCTF President Jim Iker announcing ratification vote results on Thursday. The B.C. Teachers’ Federation membership has voted 86 per cent in favour of a new contract, ending the teachers’ strike that has kept more than half-a-million students out of the classroom. Of 31,741 ballots cast, 27,275 were in favour of the new six-year contract, BCTF president Jim Iker announced Thursday night. There are roughly 41,000 members in all. “With the ratification of the new collective agreement, the strike and lockout are now over,” Mr. Iker said. “Teachers and students will be back in school on Monday.” Mr. Iker said there was a “strong vote of support for the collective agreement” despite the fact the union did not get everything it needs. “We all know that this deal isn’t perfect, but it does provide gains for teachers, it protects our charter rights, it increases support for our students,” he said. “There will be more classroom and specialist teachers in schools to help our students; our teachers on call will get fair pay for a day’s work and all our members will get a salary increase.” However, several teachers have said they are not happy with the new deal. (Read our story on that here.) Education Minister Peter Fassbender issued the following statement after the BCTF’s announcement: “We have one of the best public education systems in the world, and that’s in large part because we have such great teachers. “We can now focus on the path forward. This long-term agreement is an historic opportunity to work together for students – to enhance their education experience and to support their achievements.” Mr. Iker said no lost time will be made up, though former education minister George Abbott has suggested otherwise: Former education minister told me ministry working on plan to make up lost time, Iker says final decision is three weeks lost. #bced — Justin Giovannetti (@justinCgio) September 19, 2014 Meanwhile, Thursday’s turnout was higher than the past few ratification votes: Ballots cast in most recent @bctf ratification votes: 31740 (2005), 25129 (2006), 21044 (2012), 31741 (2014). | #bced #bcpoli — BCTF (@bctf) September 19, 2014 Find more in the story on our main site here. Follow Andrea Woo on Twitter: @AndreaWoo bargainingbc liberalsbctfchristy clarkeducationparentspeter cameronstudents Filed under: B.C. Teachers Strike social media 3 weeks ago Scenes from teacher ratification votes across B.C. From Andrea Woo: Just spoke with five teachers outside the voting site in Vancouver and three of them voted against the tentative agreement. The two who voted for it did so grudgingly, saying they couldn’t afford to lose any more money on the picket lines — some have lost around $10,000 — and that they’re worried public perception will turn against them if they vote no. All of them are disappointed with the agreement, but feel it will pass. Several long-time teachers have told me that if they were just starting out today, they wouldn’t get into teaching. Spotted at Richards and Georgia, near #bced ratification vote site. #Vancouver pic.twitter.com/htVJF1jo6S — Andrea Woo (@AndreaWoo) September 18, 2014   Many local teachers’ associations set up information study sessions and voting meetings for teachers today, and tweets show throngs of teachers eager to participate in the process. From Coquitlam: In line to vote! #crazy #bced pic.twitter.com/yPO95nsmES — Brittany Jeanne (@Blum2400) September 18, 2014 Awesome turnout for CTA #bced meeting! #publicedmatters pic.twitter.com/UQic8tvcPd — Lynda Lewis (@lyndasuelew) September 18, 2014 From Saanich: Over 400 @BCTF63 teachers in the @SD63Stellys gym. Thanks to all @bctf teachers for attending! #bced pic.twitter.com/5095jDP7if — SaanichTeachers (@BCTF63) September 18, 2014 From Surrey: Huge turnout of #Surrey teachers to morning study session to learn about #bced proposed contract. Serious mood. pic.twitter.com/dA2UhmWmDA — Laura Barker (@LauraCBarker) September 18, 2014 From Vancouver: I voted #YES! Did you? @VESTA39 @bctf @glenhansman @unitedstrong @CKNW @CTVNews @keithbaldrey #bced #bcpoli pic.twitter.com/GELZ8THDaK — Rich the Teach (@1amrich2) September 18, 2014 bctfimagessocial media Filed under: B.C. Teachers Strike what to expect 3 weeks ago What to expect Thursday as B.C. teachers vote on the tentative agreement By Mason Wright   Brentwood Bay Elementary teachers (from left to right) Rhayna Archer, Fiona Mosher, Carmen Di Lucca, Jacqueline Jim and Aimee Lampard in Brentwood Bay, B.C., will be among the teachers voting Thursday on whether to ratify a tentative settlement that would end the strike which began in June. (Chad Hipolito for The Globe and Mail) B.C.’s 40,000 public-school teachers will cast their votes today on the collective agreement achieved by the union and the government after marathon bargaining sessions over the weekend. Results of the vote will be released at 9:30 p.m. in a news conference by BCTF president Jim Iker (streaming link here), and we’ll have them available in a story on our B.C. teachers’ strike topic page. Study sessions are being held this morning for members so they can learn more about the proposed six-year deal and ask questions. Online, the union posted a one-page PDF entitled “10 reasons to vote yes” as commentators online debate the merits of the agreement. The proposed contract includes a 7.25 per cent salary increase, improvements in extended health benefits and the teaching-on-call rate, an education fund to address class size and composition issues, and money to address retroactive grievances. The question being put to teachers is this: Are you in favour of ratifying the agreement-in-committee reached on September 16, 2014? The deal must also be ratified by the employer. According to a letter sent to parents in the Central Okanagan school district by superintendent Hugh Gloster, the province’s 60 school districts have until 3 p.m. Friday to complete their own ratification vote. If BCTF members ratify Thursday night, however, schools will be open Friday morning and teachers doing prep work will be on the payroll. Reported elsewhere Private schools are reporting an overall 5 per cent uptick in enrolment in B.C. over last year, a sign that some parents weren’t prepared to wait for public schools to open. Rates vary across the province based in part on independent schools’ capacity to accept new students, but history shows the public system may have lost many students for good. Says Peter Froese of the Federation of Independent School Associations of BC: “In our experience, based on past labour disruptions in the public sector, we find that the families that have chosen independent schools in… our fixed structures — they tend to stay.” While many questions about the school schedule will be worked out at a local level by school districts or even individual schools, there are mandated hours of instruction for public school students in B.C.: Under the School Act’s school calendar regulation, school districts must offer the following minimum hours of instruction annually: 853 for kindergarten, 878 for grades 1 to 7, and 952 for grades 8 to 12. With reports from Justine Hunter, Andrea Woo and The Canadian Press Follow Mason Wright on Twitter: @thismason bctfratificationwhat to expect Filed under: B.C. Teachers Strike ratification 3 weeks ago Could B.C. teachers end up voting no to the tentative deal? As details of the tentative agreement between the teachers’s union and the government emerged Tuesday, the terms of the deal came under increased scrutiny, especially by teachers. Though it’s hard to tell how broad the support is for the ‘vote no’ movement, it has caused a lot of chatter online in the past 12 hours (UPDATE: See our full story on this subject). Here are two points of view as teachers prepare to vote on Thursday: Argument for voting no, by Tara Ehrcke: Staffroom Confidential Argument for voting yes, by Sandy Garossino: Should teachers accept the contract? (with tweets) · Sandy Garossino What’s your opinion?   Photos: Darryl Dyck for The Globe and Mail (left), Rafal Gerszak for The Globe and Mail (right). bctfopinionpollratification Filed under: B.C. Teachers Strike poll 3 weeks ago Poll findings shed light on public pressure facing education dispute negotiators By Mason Wright In an opinion poll conducted the weekend before the tentative settlement was reached between teachers and government, Insights West learned some things that demonstrate the mood in the province after so many weeks of a work stoppage. Mario Canseco from the polling firm summarized these findings in a series of tweets last night: #1 – A sizeable majority (57%) did not believe that the only way to give a raise to teachers was to hike taxes. #bced @insights_west — Mario Canseco (@mario_canseco) September 17, 2014 #2 – When it came to “last resorts”, binding arbitration was more palatable than legislating teachers back to work. #bced @insights_west — Mario Canseco (@mario_canseco) September 17, 2014 #3 – Non-parents in BC felt the negative effect of parent co-workers leaving early, arriving late, staying at home… #bced @insights_west — Mario Canseco (@mario_canseco) September 17, 2014 #4 – $40-per-day per child offer was unpopular, and not enough for parents to cover the real cost of the work stoppage. #bced @insights_west — Mario Canseco (@mario_canseco) September 17, 2014 #5 – British Columbians saw BCTF move closer to settlement in last two weeks. BC Government not seen in same light. #bced @insights_west — Mario Canseco (@mario_canseco) September 17, 2014 More can be found at the Insights West website parentspoll Filed under: B.C. Teachers Strike bargaining 3 weeks ago Reaction from both sides about tentative B.C. teachers’ contract FROM BCTF NEWS CONFERENCE: What did teachers achieve by striking for five weeks? Jim Iker says he got a better deal but he isn't sharing details. — justine_hunter (@justine_hunter) September 16, 2014 Iker: Agreement includes mutually agreed-to process to address future Court decision as well as removal of contentious Article E80 #bced — Andrea Woo (@AndreaWoo) September 16, 2014 Iker: Agreement includes several hundred new teaching positions/year as a result of annual education fund #bced — Andrea Woo (@AndreaWoo) September 16, 2014 And the man of the hour, Jim Iker, has arrived. #bced pic.twitter.com/a9M5ivmWS1 — Andrea Woo (@AndreaWoo) September 16, 2014 FROM GOVERNMENT NEWS CONFERENCE: How will u make this up to kids? Fassbender: We've had discussions w/ superintendents; they will announce plans when vote is ratified #bced — Andrea Woo (@AndreaWoo) September 16, 2014 Premier Clark says her government will still appeal the court case on working conditions but it has settled grievances of past 12 years. — justine_hunter (@justine_hunter) September 16, 2014 Education Minister Peter @FassbenderMLA said he reached out by phone to BCTF president Jim Iker right after the tentative deal signed. — justine_hunter (@justine_hunter) September 16, 2014 My view: pic.twitter.com/bUJaAgn69G — Andrea Woo (@AndreaWoo) September 16, 2014 Premier Clark wanted a 10 year deal, but today says she is happy with 5 years of labour peace to "reset the relationship" with teachers. — justine_hunter (@justine_hunter) September 16, 2014     British Columbians will be hearing from both sides of the B.C. public education labour dispute today. Government leaders Christy Clark and Peter Fassbender are up at 2 p.m., then Jim Iker of the BCTF will speak at 4:30 p.m. From a government media advisory: Premier Christy Clark and Education Minister Peter Fassbender will address the tentative agreement with the BCTF from the Premier’s Vancouver Office. And a memo from the teachers’ side said this: BCTF President Jim Iker will speak to media today, September 16, at 4:30 p.m. at the BCTF Building, 550 West 6th Avenue, Vancouver. His remarks will be live streamed at https://new.livestream.com/BCTF/Sept162014. Stay tuned for developments from these media availabilities. bargainingbc liberalsbctfchristy clarkjim ikerpeter fassbender Filed under: B.C. Teachers Strike bargaining 3 weeks ago Tentative deal reached in B.C. teachers’ strike By Andrea Woo — Vancouver UPDATE, 1:12 p.m. Sources close to the negotiations have told The Globe and Mail that teachers will be asked to vote on a six-year deal that includes total wage hikes of 7.25 per cent, which is similar to the offer that the government’s negotiators put on the table in June, and they will not collect the $1,200 signing bonus that was on the table at that time – that offer expired on June 30. However the government is putting roughly $100-million into a fund that the union can distribute to its members to address the grievances from the 2002 law that stripped the contract of language on class size and composition. The main victory for the union is that the government is creating a new education fund that will be used exclusively for members of the BCTF to address issues of class size and composition – the number of special needs students in each classroom. The government had offered to put more money into special needs supports, but had initially planned to share that investment with other educators such as educational assistants who are not part of the BCTF.   A tentative settlement has been reached as of 3:50 a.m. this morning. Details not being released at this time. #bced #bcpoli #canlab — BCTF (@bctf) September 16, 2014 Veteran mediator Vince Ready, who emerged from the Richmond, B.C., hotel early Tuesday morning after another marathon negotiation session, had this to say: “After all these hours I’m very pleased to announced the parties have reached a tentative agreement. I’m not at liberty to release any of the details, nor are the parties. The parties are going to meet later this morning and finalize a few of the outstanding details, but generally speaking there has been a tentative agreement initialed by the parties.” A ratification vote is expected on Thursday, according to BCTF spokeswoman Nancy Knickerbocker. So when might schools officially open again?  Vancouver School Board chair Patti Bacchus predicts it will take several days — after the vote — for things to get back to normal: “There is a lot of work and classroom/timetable organization that normally would have started at the end of June and been completed by now,” she said in an email. “I know principals and VPs have being doing as much of that as they can and I understand the expectation is that we would open within a day or two of an agreement being in place (may require ratification etc). That could be part of the ongoing negotiations as well. “However it unfolds, it will certainly take several days to get things settled to the point they would normally be at this time of year.” Here’s our latest news story with developments in the deal to end the strike. Government-appointed negotiator Peter Cameron takes a walk during a break from negotiations at the Delta Vancouver Airport in Richmond, B.C., on Monday night. (Ben Nelms for The Globe and Mail) With a report from Justine Hunter in Victoria Follow Andrea Woo on Twitter: @AndreaWoo bargainingbctfpeter cameronvince ready Filed under: B.C. Teachers Strike photos 3 weeks ago Social media roundup: Tuesday morning photos reflect optimism as tentative deal announced By Mason Wright Pictures shared on social media this morning tell the story: People are excited about a probable end to the teachers strike. #rside43 teachers thank our community for the great support today #bced pic.twitter.com/Ec0Pu2hI3U — Jeremy Brown (@jbsd43) September 16, 2014 BC Teachers happy that tentative contract agreement reached. #strike #teachers #bctf pic.twitter.com/GYAjuDOnRZ — Walter Stasiuk (@WallyWorkSafe) September 16, 2014 A beautiful sunrise & news of a negotiated tentative deal for BC teachers. What more can you ask for on a Tuesday? pic.twitter.com/ucGrN8Wtbv — Iglika Ivanova (@IglikaIvanova) September 16, 2014 Teachers arrived at Langley Meadows this morning to a collage of chalk drawings prepared prior 2 arrival @bctf #bced pic.twitter.com/gMV4UM9NGU — Chaddock-CostelloLTA (@LTAPresident) September 15, 2014 Victoria Teachers at Blanshard and Bay Wow!!! Spirits are high @bctf @gvta pic.twitter.com/vpXBLQySFY — Benula Larsen (@BenulaLarsen) September 16, 2014 Brilliant: someone's having fun over at wikipedia #vincereadyisgod #bctf #bced #bcpoli pic.twitter.com/Y6BkdVWIq0 — Eric Simonson (@Emoneywheels) September 16, 2014 Follow Mason Wright on Twitter: @thismason photossocial media Filed under: B.C. Teachers Strike Older posts Politics Live is part of The Globe and Mail's Globe Politics Network © Copyright 2014 The Globe and Mail Inc. All Rights Reserved. 444 Front St. W., Toronto, ON Canada M5V 2S9 Phillip Crawley, Publisher)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13652,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 1997 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 10, Number 1, September 1997 Put Your 'Kids' on Air by Michael Boucher The Knowledge Network is pleased to announce a new initiative this fall that will enliven as well as enrich learning and television for children. The emphasis will be on personalizing the viewing experience of young British Columbians through storytelling. Children from across the province will be able to write and share their stories “on air.” The segments will be entitled KIDS FIRST! SHORTS. Our aim will be to transform children’s viewing from a passive into an active experience. A modern dilemma In Canada, recent statistics support the view that young people spend more time watching television than they do in school. What are the implications if this is so? Studies may conflict but one thing is certain; television’s commercial impact is unrivaled. Logo branding is perhaps the most obvious demonstration of its success. Like it or not, the expanding multichannel universe has to sell advertising and lots of it! It’s no secret that most commercial and some specialty services have specifically targeted children and youth as the “new burgeoning billion dollar marketplace.” Accompanying their highly aggressive advertising is programming content with questionable social, educational, and entertainment values. In Canada alone this fall, many of the specialty channels including YTV have won approval to increase their advertising by 50% per hour. Minding what children watch on TV is going to be an even more difficult responsibility for those who care. Knowledge Network’s response Within this competitive, commercial maze, the Knowledge Network, B.C.’s public educational broadcaster, is trying to address the imbalance with an approach that we believe is both innovative and engaging for our young viewers. Knowledge Network seeks to provide an inviting doorway for children to enter and discover the world around and far beyond them. KIDS FIRST! places children first when defining B.C.’s future. It is a three-hour, non-violent, commercial-free time slot, every morning from 07:00 to 10:00 on the Knowledge Network. Its primary focus is literacy—whether it is introducing preschoolers to the fundamentals of English or interacting with older children reflecting their very own ideas, through their short stories, poems, riddles, jokes, and art work. The format of the time slot is interactive and emphasizes creativity. Children from across B.C. will be able to send their submissions through mail, fax, and e-mail. The KIDS FIRST! broadcast will be complemented by an animated Web site. KIDS FIRST! will be targeted for children from ages 2 to 10. What will it look like? Our setting will be a magical blimp driven by our two hosts, Zoe and Zack, who will read selected submissions as they fly over B.C. in a virtual landscape. On occasion there will be guest appearances from young viewers who send their submissions. As one can imagine, the sky is the limit! How can you get involved? What will make the KIDS FIRST! SHORTS especially distinctive will be their unique focus on B.C.’s rich heritage and its many diverse communities. We will make a special point of featuring the more remote areas of our great province. With this as a foundation, there’s no limit to the themes we will be able to cover from First Peoples, environment, safety, conflict resolution, cultural understanding—the list goes on. If you’d like your class to be involved on an individual basis or with any group projects this upcoming year, we welcome your submissions. For preschoolers who are unable to write, we are asking parents or caregivers to spend that extra time to write their story or send in their art work. It doesn’t have to be perfectly coherent or logical. In the end, the whole idea is to personalize the viewing experience for young British Columbians. Empowering children to share and celebrate their reflections transforms the viewing experience from a passive experience to an active one. It’s the kind of engaging television that will entice them to tune in even when caregivers are not minding the set. Come on board and make a difference! For those living in the Lower Mainland, the Vancouver Sun will be publishing some of these submissions in the KIDS FIRST! section. Our future lies in outreach and community-based partnerships that positively empower children. I would like to thank the B.C. Teachers’ Federation for their continued support in this unique and meaningful partnership to educate and empower B.C.’s young citizens. Write to: KIDS FIRST! Club, Box 4111, Vancouver, BC V6B 3Z6 KIDS FIRST! SHORTS launch date—Saturday, September 13 at 09:00 To become an online KIDS FIRST! Club member, visit http://www.ola.bc.ca/knowledge Michael Boucher is the program manager for children, youth, and family on the Knowledge Network. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/AdvocacyAndAction.aspx?id=5270,BCTF > Going to Victoria report, Chiara Anselmo  	BCTF Action and Advocacy  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Advocacy and Action > Lobbying > Going to Victoria   Chiara Anselmo Kamloops Thompson Teachers’ Association Social Justice Advisory Committee Chiara is an elementary teacher in Kamloops (local #73). She lobbied NDP MLA Michael Sather (Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows) because her own MLA, Liberal Minister Claude Richmond cancelled their prearranged meeting. The main points Chiara conveyed to Michael Sather focussed on class-size limits, class composition challenges, support to students with special needs, and the lack of adequate resources for all students. Mr. Sather was interested in learning more about the points raised. He was very interested in staying in touch and being kept up-to-date on the issues. Chiara left a package of information for him to read. The experience was “wonderful!” says Chiara. She enjoyed the opportunity for a one-to-one meeting and was impressed with his interest. He asked a lot of questions to improve his understanding. Chiara says “I got the impression he really wanted to make things better for all BCTF teachers and BC’s students.” A highlight for Chiara was having lunch in the parliamentary dining room with NDP MLAs Michael Sather and Guy Gentner (Delta North). A real frustration expressed by Chiara was the inability to confirm a meeting date with her own Liberal MLA, Claude Richmond. Liberal MLA Claude Richmond contacted the BCTF. He wanted to ensure we understood that "there is always the possibility of House business having to take precedence on short notice". We thank him for taking the time and interest to contact us and reading the lobby reports. Chiara suggests that the BCTF consider doing another lobbying session of MLAs after the recommendations by Vince Ready are announced at the end of March. “I truly believe this is an excellent activity that the BCTF has implemented—lobbying MLAs.”   About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7466&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 6, April 2006 CoDev is 20! by Fiona Sheehan To celebrate its 20th anniversary in 2005, CoDevelopment Canada held a two-day conference, Making Poverty History, to explore strategies and visions for policy change. CoDev will be following up on the concrete strategy and policy recommendations coming out of the conference. The BCTF has been a supporter of CoDev over the years through its commitment to international solidarity, and several members serve on the board of directors. BCTF members were instrumental in founding CoDev. It began 20 years ago with a stirring photo on the pages of a daily Peruvian newspaper—a crowd of women raising their arms in protest against a bank of riot police. Julia Goulden, a special education teacher in Burnaby at the time, decided she wanted to do something. The women in the photo were teachers too. "It was such a powerful photograph and I thought ‘I’m going to go there and help those women.’ They were really up against it." With that idea, CoDevelopment Canada’s first project was born. Two teachers from the Lower Mainland set off, with Mario Lee as translator, to meet their counterparts in Peru where the union had been decertified and its offices demolished by the government. The crime? Peruvian teachers were accused of promoting the rights of union members. The BCTF had just decided to fund international solidarity, particularly with a view to women’s rights, and needed a separate agency to carry out that work. CoDevelopment Canada was founded in 1985 to take up the task and has continued ever since, now administering a variety of projects in Latin America, from working to maintain publicly funded education to promoting human and labour rights for factory workers. That first trip opened everyone’s eyes. Goulden found that although the Peruvian teachers at the front lines of protests were women, the union leadership representing them was entirely male. "Eighty per cent of the teachers were women, but the union leaders were all men... The women were always put at the front of the protests because the thinking was that the police would be less likely to beat them up." "They [the union leadership] had never considered that there might be union issues with women." After much discussion, the national teachers’ union of Peru—known by its Spanish acronym of SUTEP—brought forward women to meet the tiny CoDev delegation. Women activists were often given the worst teaching assignments in dangerous neighbourhoods of the capital city of Lima, left to work at night while their families were at home. CoDev helped SUTEP set up a program of empowerment for women that continues today. A central teacher co-ordinator ran conferences in which sex discrimination in education was discussed. CoDev’s program director for education, Steve Stewart, recently travelled to Peru’s Amazon basin region for a similar meeting of about 50 women teachers. "Some women travelled for three days on the river to attend the seminar because they said there’s nothing else for them." Non-sexist, inclusive teaching is perceived as radical in highly traditional Latin American societies. This allows CoDev to be part of work that challenges all sorts of discrimination and inequality in society. Non-sexist pedagogy messages are being spread to other parts of Latin America via Central America and Ecuador and even though the number of women on the national executive of the teachers’ union is still low—3 out of 19 positions—participation at the local level has increased more significantly, said Stewart. "And even the men who at first questioned why women needed a voice in the union have now come around," said Goulden. "They came to see that having women strong was important." Fiona Sheehan is a CoDev volunteer.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141006,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2014/09/tentative-agreement-yes-or-no.html?showComment0751411019230289,Staffroom Confidential: Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, September 16, 2014 Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Despite what I know was a herculean effort on the part of our bargaining team, I very much hope that BC teachers will vote no to the tentative agreement. After five weeks of strike, and twelve years of legal battles, this is not the deal that will restore sanity to public education and it is not a fair deal for teachers and students. Just as teachers in Saskatchewan rejected a deal to ensure a better outcome, I hope BC teachers will consider a no vote to let our team know we have to go back to the bargaining table. Class size, composition The agreement provided a modified LIF fund starting at $75 million per year and increasing to $85 by the last year. It is for teachers only, which will mean a slight improvement in Districts where sizeable portions were spent on Education Assistants or senior District staff rather than teachers. However, in an average size District like Victoria (20,000 students, 1,000 teachers), this will translate into about 5-10 more teachers. That is one for every five schools. To put it in comparison, Justice Griffin's judgement estimated the lost funding due to lost class size language at about $330 million in current dollars. (Read more here about the proposed Education Fund.) I heard so many teachers speak up about the need to ensure that we do not return to over-crowded classes when the strike ends. This agreement does very little to alleviate what is the most pressing issue. Throwing away the court victory The agreement provides a "reopener" in the event we win on appeal our class size language. What this means is that the language returns, but is not implemented until new language is negotiated. Without the actual implementation of the returned language, there will be very little incentive for the government to bargain it back. We would essentially be back in the very same position we are in today, with government trying to bargain it out and us trying to bargain it back in. In my opinion, even if we were legislated back to work we would be in a superior position. If we won the appeal the government would then be forced to implement the language. We are thus throwing away our historic court victory and the bargaining pressure it potentially creates. The reopener is really only mildly less offensive than E80. In both cases, we have to bargain back what was illegally taken from our contract and the government will probably never have to restore it. In fact, the "reopener" creates the perfect opportunity for government to lock us out to try and force us to agree to something far inferior. Throwing away the remedy for the last twelve years The agreement provides $105 million to compensate for grievances over-sized classes for the last twelve years. Using Justice Griffin's estimates, our loss is roughly $300 million times 12 = over $3 billion. I cannot fathom how $105 million is a fair compromise. The BCTF's original proposal to put this money back into the system was a more fair and productive approach. This agreement means we can no longer go to the courts for a fair remedy. Wages The agreement is very close to government's original offer. While I would be willing to accept this if the class size language was returned, teachers should not be taking such a significant monetary loss without the commensurate gain in working conditions. We have lost roughly 12% of our annual salary. We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut. Minimal improvements There are very minimal improvements in preparation time for elementary teachers (10 minutes per week), and TTOC daily rate. The TTOC daily rate change may depend on your grid placement. It could actually be a wage loss for long term TTOCs who are above category 5 and step 7. There is also $11 million in health and dental benefits. At 40,000 members, this is $275 each. Hardly worth consideration in the context of the rest of the agreement. What next? There are a variety of options if we vote no. We can continue the strike. We can choose to return to work and continue bargaining. We do not, and should not, accept an agreement that doesn't meet our needs and doesn't meet the needs of students and public education. When Saskatchewan teachers rejected the first deal which had 5.5% wage increases over four years, the second deal had 7.3% increases over four years. They have said this still isn't good enough. For us, our main issue is classroom conditions. We need to say this isn't good enough. The way to do that is to vote no. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 7:48 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 124 comments: Troy MooreSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:17 PM The EC recommendation states the open clause will be argued from restored language. However, selling our grievances for nothing as the 105 million is strike savings, is plenty of reason to vote no. Further, no composition caps, but a fund controlled by Superintendents is enough reason to vote no. Thursday I will vote no.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:06 PM Re-opener also says "education fund" in place until new language bargained, so old language can disappear forever.Delete Reply Mme RousseauSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:33 PM Government starved us to death hoping we'd vote yes to whatever deal they'd offer. Planned it from the start.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:07 PM We can sill choose (collectively) to return to work if we reject this deal. Many options.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:09 PM Great analysis, Tara! I think that returning to work would be a bad idea. This will frustrate parents more if they need to find new ways to deal with taking care fo kids. USe the money given to you by the other unions. I am a teacher who had to quit for stress over the terrible condition of work (split FI grade 4/5, several low LD kids with little support, one severe with no support, 2 gifted (no support), and a principal who expected me to teach 2 separate social studies AND science programs)Delete Reply Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:56 PM Good points by all but the gov't succeeded in starving my family out and completly breaking us. I will be voting YES and live to fight another dayReplyDelete Replies schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:21 PM 'Fight another day'? In the last twelve years that we have been pushing back against this government, never has the tide tide been so much with teachers, class size/composition, and public education - and never has the government been pushed back onto the ropes (especially with the call for binding arbitration). What 'other day' is being proposed that we wait for? Now is the time. Vote 'no' and give the BCTF bargaining team a renewed mandate to get a decent deal for students and teachers.Delete Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:10 PM "Another day" means to wake up and realize that 2more weeks means my family of 5 could lose our home. It means I will do all I can to recall Cc, Factbender, and other mla's, and maybe even having "a guy I know" have a chat with them. In year 1 of their reign, I don't believe they even know what "the ropes" are. I will vote YES ...for my family, and I can live with thatDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:12 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply Karen FergusonSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:03 PM Just a question: When the Saskatchewan teachers voted no, had they already been on strike for 5 weeks?ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM No. They are working with no contract. They are not on strike.Delete Shannon DavisSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:23 AM I am a Saskatchewan teacher. We are not on strike; we are currently in the conciliation process after voting "no" to 2 previous offersDelete Reply "Mama Rose"September 16, 2014 at 9:27 PM Can we truly return to work without agreeing and continue bargaining? When I suggested returning to work a few weeks ago, the answer was "being on strike puts pressure on the gov't and without pressure they have no reason to settle." And can you explain more how legislating us back would be better than agreeing to this deal? And finally, why would the BCTF executive put forward a deal that was not a good one?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:30 PM Because they need confirmation of the resolve of the membership to get something better. That is what a no vote does.Delete Reply Troylana MSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:28 PM some great points to ponder, tara......thinking thinking....ReplyDelete schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:43 PM If we vote 'no' to the tentative deal we still have options: We'd not have a contract. But we could... a) strike with full picket lines b) partially strike with phase 1 (work-to-rule) in schools c) partially strike with periodic/rotating job action d) continue negotiating e) return to work and re-escalate strike f) some/all of the above ReplyDelete Replies Caroline MackenzieSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:21 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:14 PM a) will expedite matters (I say less that 3 days)Delete Reply danabjornsonSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:05 PM I am thinking that a legislated, crappier contract would only be in effect for 2 years max (before elections...). If we take this offer, then we will be agreeing to this pseudo-E80. Should we win the court case (which we likely will), we will have to settle on the terms of the THIS negotiated contract which doesn't actually restore learning conditions; it simply allows for those conditions to be negotiated. If we say n, then we default to the 2002 contract, which DOES restore the language. A "yes" vote is saying that we are good on "crumbs"; a "no" vote is saying we want an actual meal. That's my understanding, anyway. Please correct me where I am wrong, Tara. :)ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:44 PM And word is IF they legislate, they could opt to legislate back Grade 10-12 only causing the union to have to lay off all teachers and re-hire based on seniority. That will tear the union at the seams pitting teacher against teacher for those positions. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:17 PM There will be a general strike if that were to happen! They better not do this. They will regret it.Delete Reply imaginefunlearningSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:09 PM Some good points on the background of our fight over the past 12 years, which I have been actively engaged in; however we need to recognize the climate we are in. We are not in Sask. people! We have just come through a very long summer!! We need to thank our @bctf bargaining team & recognize the toll this has taken on all of us & our families. I don't have the luxury of more time on the strike line. This may be as good as it gets. Let's read the agreement and consider getting back to work and making some $ again! That's my 2 cents worth, which would come in really handy right now!!!ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:18 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply RobSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:11 PM Go back in work to rule mode. Work this winter to recall every Liberal MLA. ThAt is the only way to apply pressure to these criminals. ReplyDelete Replies Kate RestonSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:03 PM Recall! Not sure who won the battle but the war is still onDelete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:14 AM Well said Kate... I agree 100%Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:20 PM I think say NO and a better deal will be done in less than 3 days. These guys are not criminals, they are lower than that. I bet they get a sick pleasure in hurting the kids and the teachers.Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:31 PM An official recall is in the works: https://www.facebook.com/groups/316129595235450/?fref=ts Please consider joining.Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:26 AM Leah - do you honestly think anyone who voted BC Liberal did so thinking that they would act any differently on the education file?Delete Reply JJSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:16 PM I am glad to see other members who share my views. I am outraged at a 1.2 percent "raise" in salary per year that doesn't even meet inflation of currently 2%. I feel used and abused.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:23 PM Not to mention all of the other pittance! I am actually surprised that Iker asked teachers to vote on this! Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:18 PM Hi Tara Thanks for the summary! Will we be able to vote NO to the deal, but vote YES to returning to work? Will there be three options when we vote Thursday? Why did the BCTF agree to a substandard deal for us? If we vote no to a deal that was recommended to us, the teachers look like the bad guys and public approval will plummet. I am very disappointed and frustratedReplyDelete Replies KataSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:12 AM Public approval will not necessarily plummet. I have seen strikes where the membership has voted against the executive's "best results to date", and ended up with a better offer. This offer is an insult. The $300 million will not bring funding to the national average (I believe). More importantly, the wage offer is half of the average wage increase for public and private workers (StatsCan). Delete Reply MontySeptember 16, 2014 at 10:19 PM Thank you, Tara. My thoughts too, more clearly expressed. As well, Thursday is too soon to vote, too soon to vote, too soon to vote........ReplyDelete Richard ChalkeSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:21 PM Vote no and lose every shred of public support...just sayin!ReplyDelete Replies UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:31 AM I am a member of the public and would support a "no" vote. js!.Delete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:01 AM Richard Chalke, NO you won't! I am a mother with 3 adopted special needs children who need to be in a class that is designed for them and others like them (my kids are academically slightly delayed but their issues are more social and behavioural) where they can receive the education they deserve taught in a way they can comprehend. I will speak now for all the parents I know, and we will support the teacher's if they continue to fight for our children's best interest.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:28 PM It might not be pretty at first, but once we explain things (and I hope the Mandarin-speaking teachers flood the Richmond organization that voiced their concerns), they will back us. The 3 billions that the judge came to is the first I hear about. This should be stated to every newsmedia comment section in the province. Minimize pickets and flood those outlets with commenters, just like the Liberals do. Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:45 PM I am a member of the public and a single Mother of a child in the public school system. You will NOT lose one bit of my support if you vote no. I know that you are sacrificing so that my child can have a better education, and I am most grateful for it. Having said that, I also know that you are exhausted and broke. I have been dreading that you may have to settle for less than what you (we) deserve because the government succeeded in breaking you. I am not in your shoes, so cannot judge. If the vote is a yes, I understand and I am still behind you. Delete Reply Alison RocheSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:25 PM It is a crap deal. It's always a crap deal. Once you raise the stakes to striking, anything else is a cave in. The last time we walked out was the 3 day illegal strike where I threw away 1200$ and got EXACTLY the same contract I had the year before. The BCTF called it a win because they didn't rip up MORE of my contract. Ridiculous. There are a few of us that believe that working to contract, doing 100% of your teaching job and nothing more (like paying for supplies out of your own pocket or EC) is the only way teachers will survive this government. What if they get re-elected again? Then what? Teachers have lost thousands to these clowns to make "statements" about the state of public education in this province. We can't keep sacrificing ourselves and our families. And in the meantime, you talk to parents about why you have to take this crappy road. Because up until this strike they mostly didn't care about the state of education, but god forbid you didn't run a Sports Day. Then suddenly they wanted to know what the hell was going on. Keep the conversation going in schools. Attend your PAC meetings and stop enabling this govt to underfund and overwork the system. And still get paid!ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:20 AM I am very excited at the prospect of returning to my beloved job on Friday. However I will NOT continue to put my personal money into my classroom and I will be seriously reconsidering my involvement in extra curriculars. I think we shoot ourselves in the foot with all the unpaid work we so willingly volunteer to do. Delete Reply FCSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:38 PM I heard a rumour last week from a loose lipped government insider that after the 22nd, depending on the outcome of the negotiations the Liberals were going to announce a 3 step process. I was not clear if this was based on 3 steps to resolve the strike (perhaps the 3rd step is legislation??) or 3 steps to overhaul the education system, either way, they will settle it outright. I wish you all luck and all the information that you need to make a sound decision of what you feel is best.ReplyDelete Replies Lisa BurrowsSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:53 PM I have heard similar rumours. On the 23rd, the gov. was planning on introducing a $6000 per year voucher system for 3 choices: an academic or trades program, or something called EducationCanada. Not clear whether their intention was to privatize the public system, de-certify teachers and hire them back under new wage/benefits. Not clear where these rumours originated from. Maybe fear tactics to get teachers to vote yes. In any event, I plan on voting yes. I signed up to be a teacher, not a martyr. This strike has cost us a lot. We need to regain our livelihood and hopefully continue the conversation about class composition. We have at least awakened many people to the issue, and the court case is still an avenue that could eventually improve teaching and learning conditions.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:33 PM I urge all teachers to fight and say NO to this deal. Retired teacher who had to retire because horrendous work conditions. Make me proud. They will not last long if you say NO! I know this is tough, but there is money and I hear that Van City does offer loan at low to 0 %. Banks do allow you to miss a mortgage payment. Go talki to your banker.Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM Will school districts require teachers to make up missed days, as suggested in the media? Will the school calendar be changing to make up for the missed three weeks and if so will we be made aware of those changes PRIOR to the vote? ReplyDelete KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:41 PM "Wages..... We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut." And that is the cost of going on strike!!! There is nothing that can be done about that. You cannot go on strike and put up the raise you want every week to compensate for your time on strike - it doesn't work that way.ReplyDelete Replies Drew StevensonSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:59 AM I believe the missing "..." Suggests that they meant to refer to the losses against inflation since the last wage step increase. Thus this contract does not allow us to recover the buying power lost to inflation since the last non contract or "0%" year. Add those up and compare against the proposed increase and you see that by the end of the contract, we won't be able to afford the same value of goods (loaves of bread, watts of energy, litres of gas) that we could at the end of the last contracts term. It was not a comment about wages that were lost in the strike. Those are really small potatoes when compared to the grinding power of inflation over years and years. The next contract will use this latest for a bench mark so these losses to inflation will grind at all teachers for as long as they teach. A death of a thousand cuts to our ability to afford basic goods and services. Any raise less than inflation is a cut to the value placed on us and on our ability to pay our bills. Delete Reply Ed SSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:09 PM Having lost $20,000 (including summer school wages) as the single income for a family of five is far too much; I will be voting YES to the deal, unless the independently wealthy teachers out there who wish to continue the strike will pay my bills and mortgage for me.ReplyDelete Replies Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:14 PM I feel ya. Yes for meDelete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:18 AM Ed S. With all due respect (and I mean that), how did you lose $20,000 in the strike? Teachers were out 2 weeks (all out) before they were supposed to be in June, and now 3 weeks for the start of school? It is my understanding that teachers don't get paid through the summer months. Please correct me if I'm wrong, wherever I'm wrong. Shouldn't you have been financially alright for the summer months at least? Also all teachers knew this strike had a possibility of extending into the new school year but no one teacher budgeted for this possibility? I'm truly just trying to get a clear picture of where this all stems. NO disrespect intended.Delete BlairSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:12 AM Kelly, not Ed but if you look at the numbers there was the 10% lockout haircut in May/June plus the loss of most of June and the loss of much of September. In our 1 teacher (1 non) household we calculated a $9 K - $10 K loss so far. If you add summer school earnings you can easily make the loss in the $20 k zone. As for budgeting, we budget for the summer, but did not expect the 10% haircut, nor the loss of June/Sept days which completely messed our budgeting calculations. A very good friend (single teaching mother) was crushed by the loss of the June income and is without a penny today.Delete Mr. SmoothSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:35 PM The only one who didn't get a haircut was Jim Iker... and he needs one more than anyone else. What's with that over-coiffed 70"s mullet Jim? Does wonders for the BCTF brand image!Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:55 PM Jim's hair is not open for discussion in a respectful space like this. As for his salary, he is a teacher who does not get paid when we are on strike.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:04 PM Totally agree!Delete Reply Mr. GSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:24 PM If I thought they could do any better I would agree with voting NO, but you have to be realistic. The BCTF does not use professionals to bargain and always ends up with much less than they promise the membership when asking for a strike vote. While this is not a great deal for teachers, I really think you're fooling yourself if you think it'll get any better.ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:02 AM BCTF needs to be replaced with younger more adept representatives and advocates. Also, we should be hiring professional contract negotiators - you don't go into battle with cut throat corporate types with a wooden knife. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:37 PM This is BAD deal! Say NO to it and show those (expletives) that we will not take it anymore! Come on! Show them that teachers have a spine! They will respect us, oddly!Delete Reply retaSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:51 PM I agree with Richard. Those in the public that are uniformed would be furious, and there are many teachers who just can't afford to use their wages as their voice any longer - too much has already been donated to the government. In my opinion, the deal is pretty lame. I am sitting on the fence.ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:24 AM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:26 AM So true!!! I cannot afford to fight this battle for public education any longer. Why is this my personal and professional obligation??? However I think this deal is weak weak weak. I also think its the best we are going to get. Ideologically I'm on the fence but my wallet will vote YES.Delete Reply SirThinksToo MuchSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:54 PM My wife and I will be voting "Yes" on Thursday for it is the middle path. The easy path would have been for us to go back to school with E-80 & E-81 over our heads. The difficult path would be for us to vote "No" and put our mortgage at risk and having to continue asking retired parents for handouts to feed a family with three kids. The middle path is the wisest choice for us considering the current political climate in which those who do not teach are the quickest to judge it harshly.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:41 PM I understand that this is really tough for you! I almost died teaching a few month ago. I had to quit. Please consider holding on and say no. Remember the short loss in salary will be offset in the LONG-RUn by better salary increase. This is a joke! They will be laughing at you even more if we accept this. This is a very bad deal! However, I do respect your position!Delete Reply DaleSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:16 AM Why would classroom conditions be better on October 9th after being legislated back? We have been outplayed because of our stubborn refusal to outdated, tired old tactics. It is because of these actions that have led us to this terrible deal. Time to reset, regroup and stock up for the long haul. Can't do it if half the members commit hara kiri on themselves. We are a union of professionals not a cult. ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:49 AM Could not agree more.Delete schreck!September 17, 2014 at 9:44 AM Could you please advise which tactics you believe could have been used to secure a superior deal?Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:47 AM Full disclosure: I'm a BC Liberal supporter. The only people who would benefit from a NO vote are the BC Liberals. Teachers would be bargaining with no leverage whatsoever and would be viewed by a large segment of the population as unreasonable. The BC Liberals then get portray themselves as the only party capable of dealing with the BCTF. schreck! says that the BCTF has the government on the ropes, but he couldn't be farther from the truth. The government wants people to view the BCTF as their primary opponent. Disputes like this just shore up the BC Liberal base and protect its right flank. Any half-baked recall campaign will only reinforce that. It's true teachers aren't going to recoup the lost wages from the strike. I would suggest to you that that means this job action was probably not in teachers' interests, especially without any sort of appreciable strike fund. This is the best deal teachers were ever going to get with this government and people should have been able to recognize that in June. If you want my advice (which you probably don't), it would be to spend the next 5 years building up a strike fund, electing better leaders, and hiring a professional negotiating team. Don't bring a knife to a gunfight and expect things to go well. Focus on getting the best deal you can from whoever the government is rather than trying to change the government, the HST, Kinder Morgan or a thousand different issues that distract from education and erode the union's finances further. You'd be doing yourself a favour, and probably doing the NDP a favour at the same time. Also, if schreck! is David Schreck, you can thank his opposition to STV for the last two BC Liberal majorities. I know I do.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:11 PM One step would be to stop making political contributions to the NDP. This only contributes to the childish animosity and lack of trust that has constantly characterized negotiations. How else can the Socreds/Liberals view teachers except as enemies when they so publicly support their opponents. This stupid confrontational immature approach has to STOP!!!!! Education should not be a political fight when it is so obviously a valuable benefit to our society. It was an NDP government that legislated teachers back to work in 1993. Stop making education a political fight.Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:10 PM I don't think they have to go that far. CUPE and the Nurses still contribute to the NDP yet they don't have the same acrimonious relationship. CUPE and the Nurses just make their members their priority, and broader advocacy second.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:55 PM Ryan (possibly a Liberal paid commenter), with all due respect, I disagree with you. The cumulative increase in lieu of this will be better. Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can. I say to Iker, ask for 6% over 3 years because these people love to play the 15% over 15 year game to make it so big on the surface. Some people think that this is 15% every year. Believe me! I have seen it in comment sections. Others believe that the 15% is too high not understanding that they must divide things over the duration of the contract. It is time that we play it smarter. It is time to put the foot down and ask for money given to us by other unions, if it is needed. Banks can accept one late mortgage payment. It would be suicidal for them to not help. Imagine the possible damage if that ever leaks out. They could lose a lot in teacher money. I for one would pull my money out of a bank in support! Teachers are going to show this government that we have a spine! Enough is enough! Aren't you tired of being treated like kids? (Retired teacher who almost died in a car accident because of work conditions that were horrendous. I had to quit.)Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 AM Not paid by the BC Liberals. I pay them actually... :/ I imagine astroturfers of any affiliation wouldn't disclose their bias. "Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can." How did that work in May 2013? If the teachers reject a contract that their own union endorsed, it will make teachers seem unreasonable. Whether that perception is true or fair is irrelevant. It's what will happen, and teachers will be weaker as a result. Take my advice. Build up a strike fund and focus on the internal governance of the BCTF for the next 6 years. You'll be better off for it. Or not. I don't mind you or others making it easier for the party I support to get elected. I'd just rather not see kids and teachers hurt in the process.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:37 AM Ah! The "don't-hurt-kids" card, hey, when you have underfunded education for 12 years! WOW! That takes the cake! Are your trolling? Oh! You are serious? :) Would you be surprised if I don't follow your advice, considering your lack of logic? Would you be surprised if others don't follow your advice? It is ttue that bullies like you and your ilks love to show who is the boss, who is the teacher now! I suspect that is at the root of the problem! No one wants to fail in school! No one wants to get the strap! Sad that today's teachers don't like it too! But, who cares, we are ... teachers! We deserve it! BAH! BAH! BAH!Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:22 PM That's fine. I look forward to another 16 years of BC Liberal government.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:41 PM 16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate! Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan! Sociopaths do that!Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 9:35 AM "16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate!" 16 years of our opponents still don't understand why they lost. Like I said, that's fine with me. If I said the Liberals would be in power for at least another 13 years back in 2004 you probably would have laughed too. Heck, if I told you on May 13 last year that the BC Liberals would be reelected on May 14 you'd probably have laughed too. And you were wrong. Why is that? Answer that question if you want the NDP to win the next election. Without a correct answer to it, the NDP's cause is hopeless. "Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan!" You feel they are flawed, and that's fine. I don't go around calling people who disagree with me sociopaths, nor do I accuse them of being paid shills. But I also don't feel much need to address your ad hominems. There are logical arguments to support your position, but argumentum ad hominem is not one of them. It's a textbook logical fallacy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 1:15 PM Ah! Now I get it! It is all ego-based! You think because you voted the winning party that you are a winner and we are losers! You think because you predicted that the Liberals would win, you are winner. That does not make YOU a winner or the Liberals! It is called DEMOGRAPHICS, you expletives. The baby boomers are getting old and because they have more assets and won't make a whole lot more for too long, they need to vote a govn't who is going to do just that! It is not rocket science! WOW! You think you are so superior when your party stole an election with 47% of the popular vote. That's not a majority and your party should not have been elected. BTW, did you delete from your ethical memory the words Ethnic voting scandal? The field is slanted and you know it. However, you are so willing to minimize, forget the scams and bad fairplay tactics like a sociopath is allowed to minimize or ignore his or victims emotions that you don't see that you are the loser, we are the victim of your constant bullying. 1% wage increases after years of 0% increases and you can justify that when Yahoo reports that the average Canadian can hope to get 2.5% this and next year: https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html You Liberals behave like fascists, but we can't call you that because that's not allowed! Well! Guess what? It is and you are. Live with it! You keep on dreaming you are a genius! :) I am retired, getting soon a nice pension, and laughing at you from a beach somewhere! AHAHA! Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 2:14 PM What's with the name calling Peter? For someone claiming to be retired you really don't show the wisdom of age. For someone who talks about logic, you use logical fallacies like ad hominems a lot too. It's a fair point that the BC Liberals didn't get a majority of the vote (and I'm a very big supporter of electoral reform). The BC Liberals + Conservatives did though, and I don't think it's realistic to expect the BC Conservatives to have been more generous had they been part of government. Last time I checked I just voted. I didn't "victimize" anyone. Perhaps your rage is misplaced. If you think the election was "stolen" I'm afraid I have to question your grasp on reality though. "Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?" I'm glad you'll have a pleasant retirement Peter. I have no ill will towards you. I'm not sure why you think I do. I'm not saying people were *right* to vote BC Liberal. That's a matter of opinion. All I'm saying is people *did* vote BC Liberal. More voted BC Liberal than BC NDP for the last 5 elections in a row actually. You need to understand why that happened in order to change it for the next election. Clearly you're not interested in that though. Which is fair enough. Just remember next time you're upset about something the BC Liberals do that your lack of interest is part of why the BC Liberals get elected at all.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 3:23 PM I love your culture --or the lack of thereof! Guess what, stop thinking averybody is white and must follow your little rules. Namecalling? Sociopath? Whaaaat? And, what if you are? Still can't call you that? :) You fascist right-wingers are big on censorship! I just don't like you giving us lessons on how to get the NDP in. As stated, people are voting right of the NDP because it is a matter of demographics and a little ethnic vote buying on the side. The rest is mumbo jombo. Yes, of course, they will have to go on strike in the future and yes they will have to build a strike fund. The Liberals stole that from the BCTF too! And, you wonder why I don't have any respect for them? Yes, electoral reform is needed! We agree!Delete Reply JJ GeorgeSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:46 AM As a parent, I support the teachers and respect whether they choose to vote yes or no. However I noticed a discrepancy here from other information I've read regarding prep time for elementary teachers. Here it states minimal improvement to prep time - only 10 minutes per week being added. Elsewhere I read that it is 100 minutes per week for prep, increasing by an additional 10 minutes in the final year. That is a significant difference, and worth noting. Or have I completely misunderstood?ReplyDelete Replies Anne-MarieSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:59 AM Elementary teachers currently have 90 minutes of preparation time per week so an increase to 100 minutes per week is only gaining 10 minutes. In other provinces and some private schools they have as much as 45 minutes of prep time per day.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:56 PM Thank you for inquiring!Delete DW ZSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:57 PM You're right JJ George. There is a significant difference around the province regarding preparation times. In my district elementary teachers currently get 100 minutes of prep time. This new proposal is useless to me. I'll have to wait 6 years to gain an extra 10 minutes. Delete Reply UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:11 AM Almost nobody gets cost of living adjustments. Also inflation is NOT 2%. Do some research and look at the CPI for BC over the last 24 months. The average over the last 2 years is 0.7%, not 2%. The CPI changes every month so you cant just look at the highest month and declare that THE inflation rate. Check out the 12 month averages document for the actual numbers. http://www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/StatisticsBySubject/Economy/ConsumerPriceIndex.aspx All that being said I support the teachers. if you think this is a bad deal as a parent my dream would be for the teachers to vote no but continue bargaining because I do think the kids need to be in school and I do fear that the teachers will lose all support if the strike continues. All I ask as a parent is that you do your own research and try not to be swayed by all the opinions. ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:01 AM Inflation for August was 2.1% (http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/economy/cpi-report-expected-to-reveal-rise-in-canadas-core-inflation-rate/article20593943/). The CPI is a year-over-year calculation.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:43 AM Inflation should be looked at as a yearly average, not an individual month.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:34 PM The lawyers do not believe we have compromised our court deal. Our leadership would not have sold us out. We dodged a bullet. The Premier had something loaded even if we are not sure what it was. The idea that we could simply return to work is not guaranteed. I think a no vote could easily lead to the Liberals locking us out again because the Premier wants to crush us and she will use any excuse. She did not want to take the advice of her people and do this deal. I am certain a plan for drastic action (where we have to take the concessions they had planned) or worse - was in place. We can't guarantee the press will do any better job explaining the complexities should we say no. They rarely sided with us in markets outside of Vancouver where people are more political and they often misled or allowed others to mislead. They are not helping and would sensationalize. This would see dissolution of support very quickly - especially if we asked for wages. (Though admittedly it angers me that we can't ask for wages without being accused of being greedy when that is what most bargaining units do). But we have argued this is about kids and while this is not ideal - it is better to have teachers than not. The deal does suck in that it does not bring us to par - but this fight needs to be won with a strategy that is political and capacity will do that in another round. We have some support - but it is limited to the choir. We need to have the pews too. We need to build that capacity while working and continue to find allies because the fight is bigger than most people want to consider. This is about ideology and about privatization. Education always was political but never more so than now and we have to fight this party or the conservatives who would do the same or worse. No teacher who is responsible can ignore the politics any longer. That is simply the truth. If you work in the system you better get informed and you better be prepared to fight until retirement for the system. That said, I want to ask the same question others are asking: Why is this the job of 42,000 teachers and not the job of all citizens who want equality to fight for this right? It is time (while the conversation is still on-going and up to and including election night) for us to guide the public where we can but mainly play our part by not propping the system up. Make poverty known. Make noise about shortfalls, ask questions (in the media or in board offices ) about who is going to fix it instead of paying ourselves, volunteer some but wait for the pubic to step up so they see what schools lack. I hate the deal too. But I trust Vince Ready and Iker and I don't think we could have done better right now. I think we dodged a bullet because I have read everything this government has put out and followed the trail. They plan to privatize and they are just looking for the route. Voting YES for now does not mean we are giving up. It does not mean a win in the way we wanted but we have won a battle that will lead to us winning the war. If we don't rest up and stock up we might not get there.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:57 PM Well, if it is bigger than just this battle, then we will need ALL the unions to strike if they do indeed use drastic (draconian) measures. I say it is time for ALL of the unions to call a general strike. I guarantee that they will not like that one bit. What will they do then? Call the army? :) People in Europe, at the end of the 19th century stood up in mines. General strikes do occur in Europe and have. If you think you had it tough, think of them who stood tall for US in tougher times and conditions. Make sacrifices. Sell furniture. Tutor on the side. Ask for the BCTF money. Ask your banker to help. As friends and relatives. If we say NO, it won't last long. If they legislate us back, let's call a general province-wide strike of all unions. Delete Reply Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:47 AM Between CC's smug smile as she celebrates slaughtered teachers and Jim Iker's goofy grin - seemingly unaware that he has been a willing puppet, I am thoroughly disgusted. Over the next 5 years, teachers will be in an increasingly bad situation financially, classrooms will continue to be too large and complex with increasing medical, social and environmental issues impacting academic delivery. It could not be less obvious that things will continue to worsen. The Liberals have ensured that BC is rapidly becoming the Canadian Monaco for rich off shore interests and wealthy corporations. Soon the underpaid "workers" will have to be bussed in daily to Vancouver - Asian style. The only recourse is to move to just about any other province and bring in up to $100,000 more over the six years with much less cost of living. So we are bailing, encouraged by friends who have gotten positions in Manitoba and Alberta. My colleagues and I discovered through contacting several school boards across Canada that specialist (special needs and behavioural) and secondary science teachers are in particular demand. I want to work in a professional, respectful environment where the needs of all children are considered a priority and where I feel inspired to do my best. However, I want my vote to reflect the wishes of teachers who will be here over the next 6 (5) years, so very much appreciate your blog and opportunity to read the comments.ReplyDelete Bert SlaterSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:11 AM To vote YES will throw away 12 years of effort, and 2 victories in BC Supreme Court. To vote YES will be to snatch defeat from the jaws of victory. If you vote YES what bargaining power do you think you will have - the government will do nothing, and then what do you think you will do - take job action? PLEASE VOTE NO.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:59 PM Time to show you have a spine!Delete Reply RodSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:06 AM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Cool HandSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 AM Wouldn't a 'No' vote be a vote of no confidence in the BCTF itself?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:02 AM Not at all. It is just a message to the leadership we need to do better. The strength of the union is the members, and we support the leadership by giving them direction through democratic means.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:40 PM I disagree. How else can a recommendation by the EC to vote yes be interpreted? Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:00 PM I am sure people will interpret this both ways, but it is a vote. If it is supposed to be a "Yes", because it might be interpreted one way, then why bother having a vote?Delete Kate TSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:07 AM Yes , it would be. I don't think we could come out much better than this with this government. How will a No obtain that? Christy will be happy, she can declare the BCTF gone and roll out her plan to privatize. Delete Reply David DeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:06 AM A no vote would be a rejection of a the court victories defied by the government and an inadequate deal containing some vague promises that won't meet the needs of teachers or students on class size and other important issues.In Ontario elementary teachers get 200 minutes of prep time per 5 day cycle. I know there is financial hardship, but the union has received close to $2 million in donations from other unions; is there no way of accessing hardship funds? At minimum, vote no and return to work on work to rule with various strike options.ReplyDelete Erica JonesSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:25 AM This article actually makes me so mad. It is NOT better for the kids that they have missed almost all of june and all of september. This is what you signed up for in BC as a teacher. Get on board or GET OUT.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:20 PM Is this really what teachers signed up for? At my high school, each class has about 30 kids, with an average of 17 kids per classroom with an identified learning disability. Our district says that there should be no more than 4 kids per classroom.. How do you expect non-specialist teachers to help each student when over half of them require more resources because of a learning disability? Furthermore, are you generalizing the "better-ness" to all the kids in BC? Because I don't think that it would be better if kids went back considering the learning environment isn't up to par. There are barely any Education Assistants, and support teachers for the multitude of children who need them. While I recognize and appreciate your enthusiasm for education, please realize that the public school system isn't a daycare. Also, please think about your words and the learning environment prior to speaking out. By the way, we're not an autocracy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:08 PM I can understand your frustration! Understand mine! I almost died at 7:30 pm one night returning from teaching a FI split class with several students who did not get enough support or no support at all. The principal expressed to me that he expected me to teach 2 different social studies programs and 2 different science programs. ANYONE I talked to knows that this is impossible to do, especially in French Immersion when kids get no support at home and books are often too hard for students to read. I had to quit my job. I did it for me and did it for the kids. I was like a surgeon who is asked to operate on 5 patients with an old scalpel with 2 inexperienced nurses. Predictably, 4 patients would die and I would be reprimanded! Teachers are put in terrible conditions and kids too. I hope you have the openmind to consider the reality of this honest personal anecdote. I also wish you to understand that this is likely not an isolated incident. What will it take? A kid to commit suicide because he or she is not getitng enough support?Delete Reply hilarySeptember 17, 2014 at 10:29 AM It is incorrect to equate lost funding with what the teachers would have received in grievances. The two are not equivalent. The starting position of the BCTF was $225M, so they never expected $3B to resolve grievances. I'm also interested to know where you get your figures on overcrowded classrooms. A recent Globe and Mail article says that classrooms are, on average, smaller than the caps set in 2002.ReplyDelete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:36 AM The signing bonus should be roughly $2500 each: 105 million divided by 41 thousand.ReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:53 AM It is not that simple. The $105 million is to be allocated by the union. The term "signing bonus" has been crossed off on the signed document. Some of that money may be used to pay union debts. Don't know this but clarification would be useful.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:16 PM Just quoting from the CBC news website, "And finally there are details of $105-million fund to settle grievances stemming from the ongoing court case. The BCTF says that money will be given out as a signing bonus, with specific amount yet to be determined."Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:34 AM I think it would be smart to put at least part of it into your strike fund.Delete Reply WheelsSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:55 AM If the money is used as a signing bonus, it should be based on FTEReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:12 PM Yes I am sure it will be based on FTE. The question is how much of the $105 Million is actually distributed. This is up to the union, and I am told that it is yet to be decided.Delete GuruSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:44 PM And don't forget all the retired teachers who are entitled to a share of it.Delete Reply Geoff OrmeSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:18 PM In another discussion of this someone suggested that under BC Labour Law a no vote means rejection of the proposed deal, and that means the strike continues until either: - the union in question elects to stand down - another tentative deal is presented or - the government imposes a legislated contract. I think the last of these is the most likely, and I believe the legislated contract would be draconian and brutal. What do you think, Tara? Also, I would appreciate your thoughts on Sandy Garossino's comments at https://storify.com/Garossino/should-teachers-accept-the-contractReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:14 PM If this is so, in a few month (likely a couple of years), teachers will win so much more with a Supreme Court judgment! It is possible that the Liberals know that the higher courts are stacked by Liberal judges (that is what happen when judges are chosen, not elected). In any case, a negative settlement (or not a great judgment) will galvinize the public to reform the way the Supreme court judges are being chosen. I doubt that any govn't will want that to happen. A legislated contract will make the LIbs look like sociopaths and dictators.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:47 PM Peter I think you are expecting far too much from the public, many of whom are only paying attention to this matter due to kids being home from school. The public are not remotely this savvy on the political process.Delete Reply IslanderSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:09 PM I am a continuing education teacher. We have it even worse and we are not listened to enough about our poor conditions. Those include no prep time (and we do have to mark and do report cards many times a year sometimes and commonly for 30 students in a class), travelling to different schools with no compensation, and having next to no breaks in between 3 hour classes. I worked for two years with no lunch break and taught 6 hours straight (just 15 min. breaks) to be told, "don't complain since there are others who will do it". We then got 15 min. breaks in between classes. Most of our students are wealthy immigrants, many who try to stay in classes as long as possible since the classes are free. After spending a year in Germany, I realize how better organized it is where the immigrants pay to learn the language on a sliding scale, and have to pay for a student book as well for each class. We do not even have text books, but photocopy so much at tax payers' expense. This is not right. I then teach summer school since we were not on a 12 month continual salary and most of those students are also immigrants (at least 75%). This is also free and it is becoming so common and the new immigrants know this is free babysitting and tutoring. I think one main problem is that we have so many new immigrants in our classes who need ESL like this article states about our inclusion style of education nowadays: http://www.vancouversun.com/life/Shelley+Fralic+trouble+with+schools/10203596/story.html I am honored to be teaching and like my job, but it does get exhausting especially since I need two or three jobs to pay the mortgage that I now no longer have.. back to renting since it all I can afford in this city that has become so expensive. And many don't realize that it is very very difficult to get to full time work as a teacher here. There was a formula that made it take about 10 years to get to f/t (now finally changed). I have been without pay for 3 months, and now had to finally rent a place in anticipation of returning to work, so I have to vote "yes", but please keep the comments coming for what alternatives we have. Maybe we have to just educate the public in a better way than picketing; maybe get out and walk around malls and talk to people and hand out pamphlets on how this liberal government is hurting this. Most Asians (probably just the new who are from such a different system) are already against the teachers since they do not seem to understand what is going on. http://www.vancouversun.com/Business/asia-pacific/Chuck+Chiang+Many+Asian+families+place+blame/10202757/story.htmlReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:17 PM First of all, myn thoughts are with you! I think your ideas about using different strategies is smart. Picketing is not a very good strategy to let people know about things. I think using the membership to flood media comment sections would be more effective. Going to talk to the public might be a good idea along with this, I think. Phone the BCTF and ask for support.Delete Reply Marsha HolleySeptember 17, 2014 at 1:36 PM A teachers wife Vote no you have come to far to back down. It is a -----Y DEAL. ReplyDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:45 PM Ask yourself WHY teachers cannot get 1/2 of the average increase in salary of the private sector? (The Libs will tell you because there are sooooooo many teachers, but I also hear that there are provinces where there is a need for teachers!) TORONTO - A new study says that Canadians, on average, can expect about the same size salary increase next year as in 2014. Human resources consultants Pal Benefits says a survey of 401 organizations, mainly in Ontario, Alberta and British Columbia, projected salary increase for 2015 at an average of 2.79 per cent. That was almost unchanged from the 2.74 per cent average increase projected in last year's survey. Meanwhile, in addition to the average salary increase remaining relatively steady year over year, the survey found that the percentage of employers who plan to freeze salaries appears to have stabilized at eight per cent —in the same percentages as was projected in 2014. Breaking down the numbers further, the survey found the average salary increase anticipated in the engineering, financial services and high technology sectors was three per cent. That compared with an average of 2.5 per cent on the low end for organizations in durable manufacturing. https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.htmlReplyDelete "Mama Rose"September 17, 2014 at 9:12 PM I used to agree with you, Tara, and appreciate you bringing these items to your blog to get us all thinking. But after a very long night and day of research and discussion, I realize I will be voting yes tomorrow. Here is why: I don't care about salary or benefit increases. That is not why I went on strike. I don't care if this tentative deal is not good for teachers. That's not why I went on strike either. For me, the single most important issue is class size and composition. I want to work in a classroom where I have enough time and resources available to me to adequately help all the students I teach. And while it is true that this tentative deal will not change anything in the classrooms right now (or at least most of our classrooms), I realized that we couldn't actually make changes in that area because the issues of cs and c is before the courts. When I made that connection and realized that this round of bargaining was really about a "good enough" agreement regarding wages, then the deal seems, well... good enough. BUT, the best part, is the language the BCTF legal team made around the furture court decision (the re-opener). They have it in writing that if we win the court case (which is likely) and when we have to start bargaining class size and comp again (that is exactly what Justice Susan Griffin said we would have to do) we will be STARTING from the 2002 levels. To make this simple to understand, I explained it to my friends using a number line. With this new language, the BCTF starts the next round of bargaining at say a 50. The government will want us to go to 10 or 15, and we'll compromise and end up maybe 25. But WITHOUT that language, we would have started bargaining at a 10 and only gone down from there. So I do believe it is the best deal possible, it still factors in the biggest issue (from my perspective), we do not lose the important gains of the past, and most importantly, everyone gets to go back to school.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 PM Mam Rose, I appreciate your point of view and your courage. However, let me point out to you and the readers that a decision at the BC supreme court might not turn out the way teachers anticipate. We all know that judges are appointed and who does the appointing? "All justices of the BCSC (including the position of Chief Justice and Associate Chief Justice) are appointed by the federal cabinet, on recommendation of the Minister of Justice. Masters are appointed by the provincial cabinet, on recommendation of the Attorney General in consultation with the Chief Justice." (Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Supreme_Court_of_British_Columbia) Now, I would like to think that all of those people are objective, but they are appointed and we know that there are political appointments. They have a lot of discretion over the laws and judgments. I am willing to bet that the BC Liberals do know this and are betitng the farm (or do they know something we don't know) that the Supreme Courts are stacked against teachers? So, I am not sure if we can count on a WIN if we proceed with the court ruling. I think we would be better to negotiate and negotiate a better deal.Delete Reply retaSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:57 AM Yes...no...yes...no...The last two days have been this. I’ve read so many articles and comments over the past few months and, I can say, I have learned a lot. I know this is not a great deal for teachers right now. I will be voting yes. This is why… 1. The children. Without going into the multiple issues (e.g., grad, post secondary, trades, sports, global education/trips, planned activities, those with varying degrees of special needs, those that need a soft place to land, etc., etc.) the children need to get on with their education. 2. The parents. For many parents, this strike is a financial burden. We do not like to be called baby sitters, but for many living below the poverty line, school is a financial relief. Winter is coming; gas bills will be expensive. 3. Poverty. Remember, BC has the highest child poverty rate in Canada. Schools feed and clothe numerous children. 4. The other systems educators work collaboratively with. MFCD, CYMH, foster parents, group homes, and the multitude of non-profit agencies that support vulnerable children and families are bursting at the seams. We are a part of that team. 5. CUPE. While some have been paid during this strike, that money is coming from districts. It was not provided by the government. And, CUPE is a partner in education - from the bus drivers to the tech dept to custodians to secretaries to EAs and so on. 6. Small Businesses. In our little towns, the school district is the number one employer. There is a direct cause-effect relationship between loss of wage and loss of business. 7. Money. The amount of money that is needed to reverse the erosion of the public education system over numerous years cannot be recouped in one sitting. This agreement is a start. It’s not much but the stage has been set. 8. THE COURT CASE. That is why we were on strike. All the other stuff could have been resolved months ago, but our government was working hard to make the court case go away. Well, it still exists. I consider that the victory. We live to fight another day (as rhetorical as that sounds) AND I hope people actually read the ruling and think critically about how a loss could impact the future of the Charter of Rights, and the power of government to contravene those rights. I am guessing we will vote to ratify as so many fear “what’s next?” from this government. It’s nasty business, and I think legislation would be next. VALUING PUBLIC EDUCATION needs to come from a STRONG, CONSISTENT public voice. If we do ratify the agreement, and those in the profession and public think we've given up, we have not. We’ve been fighting for years. We just haven’t been heard… until now. ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:21 AM I understand your point of view, but sometimes you have to fight to get what you want. This is a VERY bad deal, considering: Other people get on average 2.5% salary increases last year and this year and the next and the rest of us get 1% and must feel happy if we do.? (https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html) THIS DEAL is a horrendously BAD deal for kids/parents as well, of course. We are going to continue to be humiliated and be the laughing stock of many people of this province. After a decade of paycuts, WOW, this is what they are willing to offer! WOW! WOW! WOW!Delete Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:30 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Reply Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:37 PM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:08 PM Let's cross our fingers! I think we need a general strike by all unions if CC legislates teachers back. It is time to put the foot down and tell her and the Liberals that, as in the movie Network,"I am mad as hell and I won't take it anymore!"Delete Reply Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 8:26 PM Needs help on some stats for an online debate Looking for the last 10 or 15 years of contractual salary increases in %. So, 1% for 2001, 0% for 2002,...ReplyDelete Children FirstSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:00 PM Well it's all done now. Really hope the teacher's can find another angle to deal with class size and composition as well as student funding. The government will make sure the coming court case never swings your way no matter what. 2nd most expensive place to live in the the world!!! Wonder why and where the money goes??? ReplyDelete AnonSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 PM I'm an outsider, but have followed closely this whole fiasco and this is a RAW deal. Your union hung you out to dry on this one - taking a really bad deal (clearly no one from the BCTF had rudimentary math skills in their toolbox) and then publicly encouraging to the media that teachers accept the deal....what choice did you have - a no vote would have outraged the public. I could go on and on, but the bottom line, in my opinion, is that your union better get some stronger leaders who are PR and technology savvy. Out with Iker and the rest of those who bargained on your behalf - they just got ......well , we know that happened. Whew, can't even believe how screwed you got, absolutely amazing - nothing meaningful gained in the big picture and only very minor gains for a small group of people, bigger losses for the majority.. Wow - I better stop now. Best of luck. Thanks for all you do for our children. ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ▼  September (9) Reflections on the BC Teacher Strike BC Teacher strike - Lessons learned Response to Sandy Garossino Will the Education Fund improve classroom conditio... Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Class composition: a human rights perspective Class size and composition - a short visual histor... Guest post - I WILL HOLD THE LINE Teachers - let your leadership know it is time to ... ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=27950&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 25, Number 1, September 2012   Teacher newsmagazine print versions reduced   The May 2012 Representative Assembly voted to reduce the budget for Teacher and limit the number of issues that will be printed this year. We will produce six issues (down from seven) and only three will be in print—September 2012, November/December 2012, and March 2013. The October 2012, and January/February 2013, will be online versions only. A special pre-election issue will be printed in April 2013. Watch for the October issue online at bctf.ca/newsmag on October 23, 2012.  )
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=24163,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > October 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 2, October 2011   President’s message  By Susan Lambert   “The best thing about this job action is that I’ve realized just how much I had taken on in addition to teaching—I hope we never go back to taking on all that work again.” I’ve been to many general meetings this fall and I’ve heard many anecdotes about teachers creating more space and more time for their true passion: teaching and learning. Moira Mackenzie ran into a teacher at a garden centre who recognized Moira and asked, “You wouldn’t be teachers, would you? Isn’t Phase 1 wonderful!?” She said that every time her principal tries to send a task her way she says, “Oh, no, I don’t think that would add to my joy of teaching, do you?” Phase 1 has created some possibilities for us. Many are finding they have more energy for teaching. Many have found that making decisions for ourselves, making choices that benefit our students has empowered us as professionals while at the same time it’s serving its’ purpose. The Labour Relations Board describes the purpose this way: “The Board has recognized that stretching management and excluded personnel resources is a legitimate process to achieve the object of exerting pressure on an employer in order to shorten a labour dispute.” from BCLRB No. B431/2001 As we mount this job action we will at times feel the pressure to go along to get along. It is in our nature to make things work. We don’t like to confront and we don’t like tension. But we have worked for too long to patch and prop up this system and to maintain its high quality. And for too long, that work has been done by teachers alone. It is time now for teachers to re-discover the joy of teaching. It is time now for our administrators to step up to the plate and to advocate for their teaching colleagues, for students, and for the system itself. At one general meeting a teacher told this cautionary tale at the microphone: A doctor, a lawyer, and a teacher were in the line-up facing execution by guillotine. They were told that lately there had been problems with the blade and if it hung up they would be free to go. The doctor went first and the blade suddenly stopped about a third of the way to the block. The doctor walked away free. The lawyer was next and the blade again hung up about halfway to its destination. The lawyer was freed. When the teacher stepped up he said to the executioner pointing to the blade assembly “I think I see your problem.” The next time your administrator tries to send a chore your way you may want to ask instead what she or he has done to help return our rights to bargain class size and composition? You may want to ask them what, specifically, have they done to advocate publicly for more education funding? Or you may want to ask, what have they done to advocate for fair compensation for teachers? And the next time your administrator asks you to take on yet another task, you may want to say, as one teacher did: “I don’t think so, I don’t think that will increase my joy in teaching.” Susan Lambert is BCTF president.  Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2011/03/why-bc-government-wage-freeze-is.html?showComment0751325826815605,Staffroom Confidential: Why the BC Government wage freeze is indefensible Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Friday, March 25, 2011 Why the BC Government wage freeze is indefensible In the wake of teachers expressing their intention to negotiate a fair and reasonable salary increase, commensurate with what teachers earn in other provinces, came a litany of "excuses" from government. These are almost always predicated on the BC government's "net zero" mandate - a wage freeze for the public sector. To defend the government's position, newly minted Minister of Education George Abbott had this to say: "net zero is the order of the day" (as reported in the Globe and Mail). How enlightening. My question is: WHY? I am firmly opposed to accepting a net zero contract and zero wage increase. Here are my reasons. 1. It is a pay cut Inflation is running at about 2.2% (http://www.statcan.gc.ca/subjects-sujets/cpi-ipc/cpi-ipc-eng.htm). This means that a zero percent increase amounts to a pay cut for teachers. Zero over two years would be a 4.4% pay cut. And we would likely never make that up (it being very rare to bargain raises significantly above current inflationary pressures). 2. Public sector workers already took a pay cut in the last decade While inflation ran at 19%, public sector increases were on average 17%. Private sector increases kept pace with inflation. While teachers did better than other public sector workers, they are still behind their private sector colleagues. If public/private sector equity is a consideration, we are behind and need to catch up. The government likes to argue that the net zero mandate needs to be applied fairly across the public sector. Yet that same government provided 3% increases to nurses, breaking it's own rule. When asked why, the PSEC chair simply said the nurses "were lucky". Many public sector unions have yet to settle and many, like the teachers, don't believe the net zero mandate is fair. The government should eliminate the mandate and treat public sector workers fairly. 3. MLAs gave themselves 29 - 54% increases In 2007, the Liberals gave MLAs an increase of 29%, with 54% for the premier (http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/story/2007/06/01/bc-raises.html). Exactly how do they justify "net zero" for the rest of us if they are deserving of so much more? Even spread over four years, this amounts to 7.25% per year, all front loaded, while every other public sector worker was expected to live with "net zero". If they were so concerned about finances come the recession in 2008, surely they should be paying their fair share with a wage rollback? They did that to health care workers. Are politicians the only public servants who deserve increases? The hypocrisy is overwhelming. 4. BC is not in a recession The "net zero" mandate was brought in immediately after the recession of 2008. But BC has had reasonably positive economic growth in the last year (forecast of 2.2% in 2010 with higher projections for 2011 - see http://www.bcbudget.gov.bc.ca/2010/bfp/2010_Budget_Fiscal_Plan.pdf). A two year old recession is not a justification for a wage freeze now. Even CEO's project four years of solid growth (http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/managing/c-suite-surveys/c-suite-results-how-canadian-executives-feel-about-the-economy/article1947792/). This fact has been recognized by Ontario arbitrators who have refused to uphold Ontario's wage freeze and instead awarded wage increases in accord with inflation and private sector increases. If the argument is that public sector employees need to be subject to market forces, then government bargaining positions need to change to be in accord with current realities - not those of two years ago. 5. Teachers are working harder and longer The stripping of the collective agreement in 2002 had a tremendous impact on teachers’ workload. Combined with budget pressures on local boards, the expectations on teachers have risen dramatically. Not only do teachers have incredibly challenging classes to teach, we also read/write/implement more IEPs, attend more meetings, call more parents, do more filing/paperwork. The average teacher is now working 49 hours per week and ten percent of teachers are working 60 hours (as reported in the 2009 BCTF study on teacher work-life). 6. Low wages impact the teaching profession Countries with excellent education systems, such as Finland, consistently point out that one aspect is the respect and treatment of the teaching profession. This includes high educational standards, and also higher wages. If we want the most capable to enter the profession, it must be one worth pursuing - both in terms of job satisfaction as well as remuneration. Currently, BC teachers are eighth amongst provinces for wage levels. Yet BC is one of the most expensive places to live. A teacher near the border with Alberta will be earning upwards of $10,000 less than their counterpart just across the provincial border. BC will lose excellent teachers if this wage discrepancy continues. 7. The government can afford it Despite the rhetoric, this government is all about priorities, not belt tightening. There was little discussion of afford-ability when first a 25% tax cut and then the aborted 15% tax cut was introduced. Or what about the $1 billion for the Olympics? The BC stadium roof? From contract stripping, to back to work legislation, to the zero wage mandate, this government has attacked public sector workers. This is an ideological attack. It is not based on reason, finances or good government. 8. The government can change it There is no wage control legislation. What there is is simply the "net zero mandate". It is time for the government to review this unfair practice just as it did the minimum wage and gaming grants. There is no reason to stick stubbornly to an unfair policy. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 12:47 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 3 comments: AnonymousAugust 20, 2011 at 8:57 PM 2 months off every year is a nice perk....maybe all the workers in BC should request that.... oh I forgot all the pro days thrown in....I'm really amazed at how little teachers "teach" these daysReplyDelete Tara EhrckeAugust 23, 2011 at 3:05 PM Interestingly, Canada provides some of the lowest vacation time in the developed world. I absolutely think that all working Canadians should have considerably increased time available for their families and themselves. Teachers are paid only for time worked - teachers receive no pay in July and August. Teachers work a ten month year just as other workers have seasonal schedules and seasonal pay.ReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 5, 2012 at 9:13 PM In response to the August 20, 2011, comment: Teachers are paid September through June with a two-week paid vacation at Christmas and, generally, a one week paid vacation in the spring - they are not paid for the summer months. Though not formally, in effect, they are temporarily laid off each summer. As for the "pro days" (five per year), they were added by lengthening the school year at the request of teachers in 1972. Do teachers make too much money for the work they do? First, consider the fact that to be able to teach in the public system, a teacher has invested at least five years in university training at an average cost of $75,000 - $90,000 and paid for the privilege of "apprenticing" as a student teacher (while peers in other fields are paid for their on-job training). Then, after receiving teacher certification, it generally takes three - five years of working as a teacher-on-call (while working one or two part-time jobs in the evenings and weekends) before a teacher secures full-time employment (note I did not add "permanent" as numerous districts largely hire on a "temporary" basis, leaving those teachers in a precarious position when considering financial investments like purchasing housing). Also, many teachers use the summers to upgrade their skill set by taking further courses - an investment they finance on their own, and to develop new programs for their students in the fall. (It is worth noting that numerous teachers also use part of their paid holidays to plan and prepare course work.) None of the above, of course, addressed the reality that throughout the school year, teachers continue their work into the evenings and on the weekends.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ▼  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ▼  March (7) More public sector job action? An inspiring Superintendent $45 Childcare centre grant no solution to early ch... Why the BC Government wage freeze is indefensible BCTF AGM roundup - Bargaining, Sir Ken, and Minist... Classes cancelled at Vancouver Island University Teacher bargaining begins ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/AboutUs.aspx?id=18932&printPage=true,Taking a stand, #5, October 12, 2005, More and more support is pouring in  	About us  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > About Us > History > Bargaining History > Teachers Take A Stand Taking a stand, #5, October 12, 2005 More and more support is pouring in Bond will “try to protect teachers” crossing lines The province’s education minister was quoted on CBC radio saying her government will try to protect teachers who defy their union and return to the classroom. Bond is trying to convince members of the public that teachers are not in school because they are afraid to cross the lines. This is just another attempt to create the impression that somehow teachers aren’t really upset with their learning conditions, they have just been fooled by their union. Don’t believe the media. The lines are strong, and the support is more solid than the 90.5% vote. Teachers believe in democracy and will vote before we return. Please don’t rely on the media for your information. Check with your local and www.bctf.ca School boards working for resolution At least 26 school boards have passed motions of support calling on the government to negotiate with teachers. Following is a list of boards on side. Is your board among them? If not, check with your trustees to find out why not. There are school board elections coming up in a month. The boards working for a resolution are: Southeast Kootenay, Revelstoke, Nicola-Similkameen, Vernon, Central Okanagan, Quesnel, Surrey, Vancouver, New Westminster, Coquitlam, Sunshine Coast, Powell River, Boundary, Prince Rupert, Greater Victoria, Sooke, Saanich, Gulf Islands, Cowichan, Alberni, Burnaby, Qualicum, Campbell River, Fraser Cascade, Fort Nelson, and Vancouver Island North. Board letter angers Liberal MLA East Kootenay MLA Bill Bennett has called for the resignation of Board Chairperson Keith Nielson for a board press release Friday saying the government was solely responsible for the rapidly escalating dispute. Locally, MLA Bennett said he was disgusted with the press release issued by the SD 5 school board on Friday. The release signed by Board Chairperson Keith Nielson took issue with the government’s claim that the teacher bargaining system is broken. “This government has handcuffed the school boards…if the system is truly broken, only one party is to blame and that is the government for not allowing the school boards’ representative any flexibility in achieving a fair and reasonable collective agreement,” said the release. Bennett reacted strongly to the release. “I think for a school board to choose sides in a labour relations dispute like this one is highly questionable.” Daily Townsman, Cranbrook, October 11, 2005 Coquitlam administrators call for negotiated solution School District 43 principals and vice-principals are calling for a return to collective bargaining between teachers and their employers, and stability in the classroom. In a statement released late Friday, members of the Coquitlam Principals’ and Vice-Principals’ Association (CPVPA) said enhancing student achievement and improving learning opportunities “can only be achieved in a stable educational climate with a shared philosophy and a common purpose.” Tri-City News, October 9, 2005 Municipal governments call for resolution Municipal councils in Kitimat and Revelstoke have called on the provincial government to negotiate a resolution with B.C. teachers. The mayor in Vancouver waded in early and called for the repeal of Bill 12. Support from the UBC Faculty Association Be it resolved that the UBC Faculty Association communicate its support of B.C.’s public school teachers who are on the eve of a full-scale strike action to defend their rights to free, fair, and democratic collective bargaining. Be it further resolved that the faculty association call upon the provincial government to immediately withdraw Bill 12 and enter into direct negotiations with the BCTF. Adopted October 6, 2005 Washington teachers have us on their top page Washington Education Association has our dispute on their top page with a link to our site. Charles Hasse, WEA president, spoke at two rallies on Vancouver Island yesterday. You can view their site at www.washingtonea.org The Education International web site carries news of B.C. B.C. government takes away the right to strike on World Teachers’ Day. Teachers across the world are appalled at the B.C. provincial government for imposing a legislated teachers’ contract on World Teachers’ Day. http://www.ei-ie.org/en/news/20051005c.htm Support for the BCTF from South Africa The South African Democratic Teachers, with 220,000 members, representing the majority of South African teachers, pledges solidarity with the teachers of B.C. in their current dispute. “…We are appalled at the actions of your government…Your struggle is the struggle of teachers and working people everywhere who seek to defend public education and fight for basic labour rights and human dignity.” Some bears do and some don’t A teacher picketing in Nisga’a reported that there was one crossing this morning at their maintenance yard, a black bear. However, in Port Hardy a black bear wandered up to the picket line and joined the picketers for a moment. Although he had little to say he appeared sympathetic and honoured the line. Rather than cross he sloshed his way through a flooded creek that goes around the school.)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2014/09/tentative-agreement-yes-or-no.html?showComment0751410928050387,Staffroom Confidential: Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, September 16, 2014 Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Despite what I know was a herculean effort on the part of our bargaining team, I very much hope that BC teachers will vote no to the tentative agreement. After five weeks of strike, and twelve years of legal battles, this is not the deal that will restore sanity to public education and it is not a fair deal for teachers and students. Just as teachers in Saskatchewan rejected a deal to ensure a better outcome, I hope BC teachers will consider a no vote to let our team know we have to go back to the bargaining table. Class size, composition The agreement provided a modified LIF fund starting at $75 million per year and increasing to $85 by the last year. It is for teachers only, which will mean a slight improvement in Districts where sizeable portions were spent on Education Assistants or senior District staff rather than teachers. However, in an average size District like Victoria (20,000 students, 1,000 teachers), this will translate into about 5-10 more teachers. That is one for every five schools. To put it in comparison, Justice Griffin's judgement estimated the lost funding due to lost class size language at about $330 million in current dollars. (Read more here about the proposed Education Fund.) I heard so many teachers speak up about the need to ensure that we do not return to over-crowded classes when the strike ends. This agreement does very little to alleviate what is the most pressing issue. Throwing away the court victory The agreement provides a "reopener" in the event we win on appeal our class size language. What this means is that the language returns, but is not implemented until new language is negotiated. Without the actual implementation of the returned language, there will be very little incentive for the government to bargain it back. We would essentially be back in the very same position we are in today, with government trying to bargain it out and us trying to bargain it back in. In my opinion, even if we were legislated back to work we would be in a superior position. If we won the appeal the government would then be forced to implement the language. We are thus throwing away our historic court victory and the bargaining pressure it potentially creates. The reopener is really only mildly less offensive than E80. In both cases, we have to bargain back what was illegally taken from our contract and the government will probably never have to restore it. In fact, the "reopener" creates the perfect opportunity for government to lock us out to try and force us to agree to something far inferior. Throwing away the remedy for the last twelve years The agreement provides $105 million to compensate for grievances over-sized classes for the last twelve years. Using Justice Griffin's estimates, our loss is roughly $300 million times 12 = over $3 billion. I cannot fathom how $105 million is a fair compromise. The BCTF's original proposal to put this money back into the system was a more fair and productive approach. This agreement means we can no longer go to the courts for a fair remedy. Wages The agreement is very close to government's original offer. While I would be willing to accept this if the class size language was returned, teachers should not be taking such a significant monetary loss without the commensurate gain in working conditions. We have lost roughly 12% of our annual salary. We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut. Minimal improvements There are very minimal improvements in preparation time for elementary teachers (10 minutes per week), and TTOC daily rate. The TTOC daily rate change may depend on your grid placement. It could actually be a wage loss for long term TTOCs who are above category 5 and step 7. There is also $11 million in health and dental benefits. At 40,000 members, this is $275 each. Hardly worth consideration in the context of the rest of the agreement. What next? There are a variety of options if we vote no. We can continue the strike. We can choose to return to work and continue bargaining. We do not, and should not, accept an agreement that doesn't meet our needs and doesn't meet the needs of students and public education. When Saskatchewan teachers rejected the first deal which had 5.5% wage increases over four years, the second deal had 7.3% increases over four years. They have said this still isn't good enough. For us, our main issue is classroom conditions. We need to say this isn't good enough. The way to do that is to vote no. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 7:48 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 124 comments: Troy MooreSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:17 PM The EC recommendation states the open clause will be argued from restored language. However, selling our grievances for nothing as the 105 million is strike savings, is plenty of reason to vote no. Further, no composition caps, but a fund controlled by Superintendents is enough reason to vote no. Thursday I will vote no.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:06 PM Re-opener also says "education fund" in place until new language bargained, so old language can disappear forever.Delete Reply Mme RousseauSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:33 PM Government starved us to death hoping we'd vote yes to whatever deal they'd offer. Planned it from the start.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:07 PM We can sill choose (collectively) to return to work if we reject this deal. Many options.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:09 PM Great analysis, Tara! I think that returning to work would be a bad idea. This will frustrate parents more if they need to find new ways to deal with taking care fo kids. USe the money given to you by the other unions. I am a teacher who had to quit for stress over the terrible condition of work (split FI grade 4/5, several low LD kids with little support, one severe with no support, 2 gifted (no support), and a principal who expected me to teach 2 separate social studies AND science programs)Delete Reply Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:56 PM Good points by all but the gov't succeeded in starving my family out and completly breaking us. I will be voting YES and live to fight another dayReplyDelete Replies schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:21 PM 'Fight another day'? In the last twelve years that we have been pushing back against this government, never has the tide tide been so much with teachers, class size/composition, and public education - and never has the government been pushed back onto the ropes (especially with the call for binding arbitration). What 'other day' is being proposed that we wait for? Now is the time. Vote 'no' and give the BCTF bargaining team a renewed mandate to get a decent deal for students and teachers.Delete Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:10 PM "Another day" means to wake up and realize that 2more weeks means my family of 5 could lose our home. It means I will do all I can to recall Cc, Factbender, and other mla's, and maybe even having "a guy I know" have a chat with them. In year 1 of their reign, I don't believe they even know what "the ropes" are. I will vote YES ...for my family, and I can live with thatDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:12 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply Karen FergusonSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:03 PM Just a question: When the Saskatchewan teachers voted no, had they already been on strike for 5 weeks?ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM No. They are working with no contract. They are not on strike.Delete Shannon DavisSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:23 AM I am a Saskatchewan teacher. We are not on strike; we are currently in the conciliation process after voting "no" to 2 previous offersDelete Reply "Mama Rose"September 16, 2014 at 9:27 PM Can we truly return to work without agreeing and continue bargaining? When I suggested returning to work a few weeks ago, the answer was "being on strike puts pressure on the gov't and without pressure they have no reason to settle." And can you explain more how legislating us back would be better than agreeing to this deal? And finally, why would the BCTF executive put forward a deal that was not a good one?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:30 PM Because they need confirmation of the resolve of the membership to get something better. That is what a no vote does.Delete Reply Troylana MSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:28 PM some great points to ponder, tara......thinking thinking....ReplyDelete schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:43 PM If we vote 'no' to the tentative deal we still have options: We'd not have a contract. But we could... a) strike with full picket lines b) partially strike with phase 1 (work-to-rule) in schools c) partially strike with periodic/rotating job action d) continue negotiating e) return to work and re-escalate strike f) some/all of the above ReplyDelete Replies Caroline MackenzieSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:21 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:14 PM a) will expedite matters (I say less that 3 days)Delete Reply danabjornsonSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:05 PM I am thinking that a legislated, crappier contract would only be in effect for 2 years max (before elections...). If we take this offer, then we will be agreeing to this pseudo-E80. Should we win the court case (which we likely will), we will have to settle on the terms of the THIS negotiated contract which doesn't actually restore learning conditions; it simply allows for those conditions to be negotiated. If we say n, then we default to the 2002 contract, which DOES restore the language. A "yes" vote is saying that we are good on "crumbs"; a "no" vote is saying we want an actual meal. That's my understanding, anyway. Please correct me where I am wrong, Tara. :)ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:44 PM And word is IF they legislate, they could opt to legislate back Grade 10-12 only causing the union to have to lay off all teachers and re-hire based on seniority. That will tear the union at the seams pitting teacher against teacher for those positions. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:17 PM There will be a general strike if that were to happen! They better not do this. They will regret it.Delete Reply imaginefunlearningSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:09 PM Some good points on the background of our fight over the past 12 years, which I have been actively engaged in; however we need to recognize the climate we are in. We are not in Sask. people! We have just come through a very long summer!! We need to thank our @bctf bargaining team & recognize the toll this has taken on all of us & our families. I don't have the luxury of more time on the strike line. This may be as good as it gets. Let's read the agreement and consider getting back to work and making some $ again! That's my 2 cents worth, which would come in really handy right now!!!ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:18 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply RobSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:11 PM Go back in work to rule mode. Work this winter to recall every Liberal MLA. ThAt is the only way to apply pressure to these criminals. ReplyDelete Replies Kate RestonSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:03 PM Recall! Not sure who won the battle but the war is still onDelete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:14 AM Well said Kate... I agree 100%Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:20 PM I think say NO and a better deal will be done in less than 3 days. These guys are not criminals, they are lower than that. I bet they get a sick pleasure in hurting the kids and the teachers.Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:31 PM An official recall is in the works: https://www.facebook.com/groups/316129595235450/?fref=ts Please consider joining.Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:26 AM Leah - do you honestly think anyone who voted BC Liberal did so thinking that they would act any differently on the education file?Delete Reply JJSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:16 PM I am glad to see other members who share my views. I am outraged at a 1.2 percent "raise" in salary per year that doesn't even meet inflation of currently 2%. I feel used and abused.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:23 PM Not to mention all of the other pittance! I am actually surprised that Iker asked teachers to vote on this! Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:18 PM Hi Tara Thanks for the summary! Will we be able to vote NO to the deal, but vote YES to returning to work? Will there be three options when we vote Thursday? Why did the BCTF agree to a substandard deal for us? If we vote no to a deal that was recommended to us, the teachers look like the bad guys and public approval will plummet. I am very disappointed and frustratedReplyDelete Replies KataSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:12 AM Public approval will not necessarily plummet. I have seen strikes where the membership has voted against the executive's "best results to date", and ended up with a better offer. This offer is an insult. The $300 million will not bring funding to the national average (I believe). More importantly, the wage offer is half of the average wage increase for public and private workers (StatsCan). Delete Reply MontySeptember 16, 2014 at 10:19 PM Thank you, Tara. My thoughts too, more clearly expressed. As well, Thursday is too soon to vote, too soon to vote, too soon to vote........ReplyDelete Richard ChalkeSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:21 PM Vote no and lose every shred of public support...just sayin!ReplyDelete Replies UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:31 AM I am a member of the public and would support a "no" vote. js!.Delete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:01 AM Richard Chalke, NO you won't! I am a mother with 3 adopted special needs children who need to be in a class that is designed for them and others like them (my kids are academically slightly delayed but their issues are more social and behavioural) where they can receive the education they deserve taught in a way they can comprehend. I will speak now for all the parents I know, and we will support the teacher's if they continue to fight for our children's best interest.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:28 PM It might not be pretty at first, but once we explain things (and I hope the Mandarin-speaking teachers flood the Richmond organization that voiced their concerns), they will back us. The 3 billions that the judge came to is the first I hear about. This should be stated to every newsmedia comment section in the province. Minimize pickets and flood those outlets with commenters, just like the Liberals do. Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:45 PM I am a member of the public and a single Mother of a child in the public school system. You will NOT lose one bit of my support if you vote no. I know that you are sacrificing so that my child can have a better education, and I am most grateful for it. Having said that, I also know that you are exhausted and broke. I have been dreading that you may have to settle for less than what you (we) deserve because the government succeeded in breaking you. I am not in your shoes, so cannot judge. If the vote is a yes, I understand and I am still behind you. Delete Reply Alison RocheSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:25 PM It is a crap deal. It's always a crap deal. Once you raise the stakes to striking, anything else is a cave in. The last time we walked out was the 3 day illegal strike where I threw away 1200$ and got EXACTLY the same contract I had the year before. The BCTF called it a win because they didn't rip up MORE of my contract. Ridiculous. There are a few of us that believe that working to contract, doing 100% of your teaching job and nothing more (like paying for supplies out of your own pocket or EC) is the only way teachers will survive this government. What if they get re-elected again? Then what? Teachers have lost thousands to these clowns to make "statements" about the state of public education in this province. We can't keep sacrificing ourselves and our families. And in the meantime, you talk to parents about why you have to take this crappy road. Because up until this strike they mostly didn't care about the state of education, but god forbid you didn't run a Sports Day. Then suddenly they wanted to know what the hell was going on. Keep the conversation going in schools. Attend your PAC meetings and stop enabling this govt to underfund and overwork the system. And still get paid!ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:20 AM I am very excited at the prospect of returning to my beloved job on Friday. However I will NOT continue to put my personal money into my classroom and I will be seriously reconsidering my involvement in extra curriculars. I think we shoot ourselves in the foot with all the unpaid work we so willingly volunteer to do. Delete Reply FCSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:38 PM I heard a rumour last week from a loose lipped government insider that after the 22nd, depending on the outcome of the negotiations the Liberals were going to announce a 3 step process. I was not clear if this was based on 3 steps to resolve the strike (perhaps the 3rd step is legislation??) or 3 steps to overhaul the education system, either way, they will settle it outright. I wish you all luck and all the information that you need to make a sound decision of what you feel is best.ReplyDelete Replies Lisa BurrowsSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:53 PM I have heard similar rumours. On the 23rd, the gov. was planning on introducing a $6000 per year voucher system for 3 choices: an academic or trades program, or something called EducationCanada. Not clear whether their intention was to privatize the public system, de-certify teachers and hire them back under new wage/benefits. Not clear where these rumours originated from. Maybe fear tactics to get teachers to vote yes. In any event, I plan on voting yes. I signed up to be a teacher, not a martyr. This strike has cost us a lot. We need to regain our livelihood and hopefully continue the conversation about class composition. We have at least awakened many people to the issue, and the court case is still an avenue that could eventually improve teaching and learning conditions.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:33 PM I urge all teachers to fight and say NO to this deal. Retired teacher who had to retire because horrendous work conditions. Make me proud. They will not last long if you say NO! I know this is tough, but there is money and I hear that Van City does offer loan at low to 0 %. Banks do allow you to miss a mortgage payment. Go talki to your banker.Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM Will school districts require teachers to make up missed days, as suggested in the media? Will the school calendar be changing to make up for the missed three weeks and if so will we be made aware of those changes PRIOR to the vote? ReplyDelete KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:41 PM "Wages..... We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut." And that is the cost of going on strike!!! There is nothing that can be done about that. You cannot go on strike and put up the raise you want every week to compensate for your time on strike - it doesn't work that way.ReplyDelete Replies Drew StevensonSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:59 AM I believe the missing "..." Suggests that they meant to refer to the losses against inflation since the last wage step increase. Thus this contract does not allow us to recover the buying power lost to inflation since the last non contract or "0%" year. Add those up and compare against the proposed increase and you see that by the end of the contract, we won't be able to afford the same value of goods (loaves of bread, watts of energy, litres of gas) that we could at the end of the last contracts term. It was not a comment about wages that were lost in the strike. Those are really small potatoes when compared to the grinding power of inflation over years and years. The next contract will use this latest for a bench mark so these losses to inflation will grind at all teachers for as long as they teach. A death of a thousand cuts to our ability to afford basic goods and services. Any raise less than inflation is a cut to the value placed on us and on our ability to pay our bills. Delete Reply Ed SSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:09 PM Having lost $20,000 (including summer school wages) as the single income for a family of five is far too much; I will be voting YES to the deal, unless the independently wealthy teachers out there who wish to continue the strike will pay my bills and mortgage for me.ReplyDelete Replies Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:14 PM I feel ya. Yes for meDelete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:18 AM Ed S. With all due respect (and I mean that), how did you lose $20,000 in the strike? Teachers were out 2 weeks (all out) before they were supposed to be in June, and now 3 weeks for the start of school? It is my understanding that teachers don't get paid through the summer months. Please correct me if I'm wrong, wherever I'm wrong. Shouldn't you have been financially alright for the summer months at least? Also all teachers knew this strike had a possibility of extending into the new school year but no one teacher budgeted for this possibility? I'm truly just trying to get a clear picture of where this all stems. NO disrespect intended.Delete BlairSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:12 AM Kelly, not Ed but if you look at the numbers there was the 10% lockout haircut in May/June plus the loss of most of June and the loss of much of September. In our 1 teacher (1 non) household we calculated a $9 K - $10 K loss so far. If you add summer school earnings you can easily make the loss in the $20 k zone. As for budgeting, we budget for the summer, but did not expect the 10% haircut, nor the loss of June/Sept days which completely messed our budgeting calculations. A very good friend (single teaching mother) was crushed by the loss of the June income and is without a penny today.Delete Mr. SmoothSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:35 PM The only one who didn't get a haircut was Jim Iker... and he needs one more than anyone else. What's with that over-coiffed 70"s mullet Jim? Does wonders for the BCTF brand image!Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:55 PM Jim's hair is not open for discussion in a respectful space like this. As for his salary, he is a teacher who does not get paid when we are on strike.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:04 PM Totally agree!Delete Reply Mr. GSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:24 PM If I thought they could do any better I would agree with voting NO, but you have to be realistic. The BCTF does not use professionals to bargain and always ends up with much less than they promise the membership when asking for a strike vote. While this is not a great deal for teachers, I really think you're fooling yourself if you think it'll get any better.ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:02 AM BCTF needs to be replaced with younger more adept representatives and advocates. Also, we should be hiring professional contract negotiators - you don't go into battle with cut throat corporate types with a wooden knife. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:37 PM This is BAD deal! Say NO to it and show those (expletives) that we will not take it anymore! Come on! Show them that teachers have a spine! They will respect us, oddly!Delete Reply retaSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:51 PM I agree with Richard. Those in the public that are uniformed would be furious, and there are many teachers who just can't afford to use their wages as their voice any longer - too much has already been donated to the government. In my opinion, the deal is pretty lame. I am sitting on the fence.ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:24 AM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:26 AM So true!!! I cannot afford to fight this battle for public education any longer. Why is this my personal and professional obligation??? However I think this deal is weak weak weak. I also think its the best we are going to get. Ideologically I'm on the fence but my wallet will vote YES.Delete Reply SirThinksToo MuchSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:54 PM My wife and I will be voting "Yes" on Thursday for it is the middle path. The easy path would have been for us to go back to school with E-80 & E-81 over our heads. The difficult path would be for us to vote "No" and put our mortgage at risk and having to continue asking retired parents for handouts to feed a family with three kids. The middle path is the wisest choice for us considering the current political climate in which those who do not teach are the quickest to judge it harshly.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:41 PM I understand that this is really tough for you! I almost died teaching a few month ago. I had to quit. Please consider holding on and say no. Remember the short loss in salary will be offset in the LONG-RUn by better salary increase. This is a joke! They will be laughing at you even more if we accept this. This is a very bad deal! However, I do respect your position!Delete Reply DaleSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:16 AM Why would classroom conditions be better on October 9th after being legislated back? We have been outplayed because of our stubborn refusal to outdated, tired old tactics. It is because of these actions that have led us to this terrible deal. Time to reset, regroup and stock up for the long haul. Can't do it if half the members commit hara kiri on themselves. We are a union of professionals not a cult. ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:49 AM Could not agree more.Delete schreck!September 17, 2014 at 9:44 AM Could you please advise which tactics you believe could have been used to secure a superior deal?Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:47 AM Full disclosure: I'm a BC Liberal supporter. The only people who would benefit from a NO vote are the BC Liberals. Teachers would be bargaining with no leverage whatsoever and would be viewed by a large segment of the population as unreasonable. The BC Liberals then get portray themselves as the only party capable of dealing with the BCTF. schreck! says that the BCTF has the government on the ropes, but he couldn't be farther from the truth. The government wants people to view the BCTF as their primary opponent. Disputes like this just shore up the BC Liberal base and protect its right flank. Any half-baked recall campaign will only reinforce that. It's true teachers aren't going to recoup the lost wages from the strike. I would suggest to you that that means this job action was probably not in teachers' interests, especially without any sort of appreciable strike fund. This is the best deal teachers were ever going to get with this government and people should have been able to recognize that in June. If you want my advice (which you probably don't), it would be to spend the next 5 years building up a strike fund, electing better leaders, and hiring a professional negotiating team. Don't bring a knife to a gunfight and expect things to go well. Focus on getting the best deal you can from whoever the government is rather than trying to change the government, the HST, Kinder Morgan or a thousand different issues that distract from education and erode the union's finances further. You'd be doing yourself a favour, and probably doing the NDP a favour at the same time. Also, if schreck! is David Schreck, you can thank his opposition to STV for the last two BC Liberal majorities. I know I do.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:11 PM One step would be to stop making political contributions to the NDP. This only contributes to the childish animosity and lack of trust that has constantly characterized negotiations. How else can the Socreds/Liberals view teachers except as enemies when they so publicly support their opponents. This stupid confrontational immature approach has to STOP!!!!! Education should not be a political fight when it is so obviously a valuable benefit to our society. It was an NDP government that legislated teachers back to work in 1993. Stop making education a political fight.Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:10 PM I don't think they have to go that far. CUPE and the Nurses still contribute to the NDP yet they don't have the same acrimonious relationship. CUPE and the Nurses just make their members their priority, and broader advocacy second.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:55 PM Ryan (possibly a Liberal paid commenter), with all due respect, I disagree with you. The cumulative increase in lieu of this will be better. Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can. I say to Iker, ask for 6% over 3 years because these people love to play the 15% over 15 year game to make it so big on the surface. Some people think that this is 15% every year. Believe me! I have seen it in comment sections. Others believe that the 15% is too high not understanding that they must divide things over the duration of the contract. It is time that we play it smarter. It is time to put the foot down and ask for money given to us by other unions, if it is needed. Banks can accept one late mortgage payment. It would be suicidal for them to not help. Imagine the possible damage if that ever leaks out. They could lose a lot in teacher money. I for one would pull my money out of a bank in support! Teachers are going to show this government that we have a spine! Enough is enough! Aren't you tired of being treated like kids? (Retired teacher who almost died in a car accident because of work conditions that were horrendous. I had to quit.)Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 AM Not paid by the BC Liberals. I pay them actually... :/ I imagine astroturfers of any affiliation wouldn't disclose their bias. "Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can." How did that work in May 2013? If the teachers reject a contract that their own union endorsed, it will make teachers seem unreasonable. Whether that perception is true or fair is irrelevant. It's what will happen, and teachers will be weaker as a result. Take my advice. Build up a strike fund and focus on the internal governance of the BCTF for the next 6 years. You'll be better off for it. Or not. I don't mind you or others making it easier for the party I support to get elected. I'd just rather not see kids and teachers hurt in the process.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:37 AM Ah! The "don't-hurt-kids" card, hey, when you have underfunded education for 12 years! WOW! That takes the cake! Are your trolling? Oh! You are serious? :) Would you be surprised if I don't follow your advice, considering your lack of logic? Would you be surprised if others don't follow your advice? It is ttue that bullies like you and your ilks love to show who is the boss, who is the teacher now! I suspect that is at the root of the problem! No one wants to fail in school! No one wants to get the strap! Sad that today's teachers don't like it too! But, who cares, we are ... teachers! We deserve it! BAH! BAH! BAH!Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:22 PM That's fine. I look forward to another 16 years of BC Liberal government.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:41 PM 16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate! Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan! Sociopaths do that!Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 9:35 AM "16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate!" 16 years of our opponents still don't understand why they lost. Like I said, that's fine with me. If I said the Liberals would be in power for at least another 13 years back in 2004 you probably would have laughed too. Heck, if I told you on May 13 last year that the BC Liberals would be reelected on May 14 you'd probably have laughed too. And you were wrong. Why is that? Answer that question if you want the NDP to win the next election. Without a correct answer to it, the NDP's cause is hopeless. "Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan!" You feel they are flawed, and that's fine. I don't go around calling people who disagree with me sociopaths, nor do I accuse them of being paid shills. But I also don't feel much need to address your ad hominems. There are logical arguments to support your position, but argumentum ad hominem is not one of them. It's a textbook logical fallacy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 1:15 PM Ah! Now I get it! It is all ego-based! You think because you voted the winning party that you are a winner and we are losers! You think because you predicted that the Liberals would win, you are winner. That does not make YOU a winner or the Liberals! It is called DEMOGRAPHICS, you expletives. The baby boomers are getting old and because they have more assets and won't make a whole lot more for too long, they need to vote a govn't who is going to do just that! It is not rocket science! WOW! You think you are so superior when your party stole an election with 47% of the popular vote. That's not a majority and your party should not have been elected. BTW, did you delete from your ethical memory the words Ethnic voting scandal? The field is slanted and you know it. However, you are so willing to minimize, forget the scams and bad fairplay tactics like a sociopath is allowed to minimize or ignore his or victims emotions that you don't see that you are the loser, we are the victim of your constant bullying. 1% wage increases after years of 0% increases and you can justify that when Yahoo reports that the average Canadian can hope to get 2.5% this and next year: https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html You Liberals behave like fascists, but we can't call you that because that's not allowed! Well! Guess what? It is and you are. Live with it! You keep on dreaming you are a genius! :) I am retired, getting soon a nice pension, and laughing at you from a beach somewhere! AHAHA! Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 2:14 PM What's with the name calling Peter? For someone claiming to be retired you really don't show the wisdom of age. For someone who talks about logic, you use logical fallacies like ad hominems a lot too. It's a fair point that the BC Liberals didn't get a majority of the vote (and I'm a very big supporter of electoral reform). The BC Liberals + Conservatives did though, and I don't think it's realistic to expect the BC Conservatives to have been more generous had they been part of government. Last time I checked I just voted. I didn't "victimize" anyone. Perhaps your rage is misplaced. If you think the election was "stolen" I'm afraid I have to question your grasp on reality though. "Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?" I'm glad you'll have a pleasant retirement Peter. I have no ill will towards you. I'm not sure why you think I do. I'm not saying people were *right* to vote BC Liberal. That's a matter of opinion. All I'm saying is people *did* vote BC Liberal. More voted BC Liberal than BC NDP for the last 5 elections in a row actually. You need to understand why that happened in order to change it for the next election. Clearly you're not interested in that though. Which is fair enough. Just remember next time you're upset about something the BC Liberals do that your lack of interest is part of why the BC Liberals get elected at all.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 3:23 PM I love your culture --or the lack of thereof! Guess what, stop thinking averybody is white and must follow your little rules. Namecalling? Sociopath? Whaaaat? And, what if you are? Still can't call you that? :) You fascist right-wingers are big on censorship! I just don't like you giving us lessons on how to get the NDP in. As stated, people are voting right of the NDP because it is a matter of demographics and a little ethnic vote buying on the side. The rest is mumbo jombo. Yes, of course, they will have to go on strike in the future and yes they will have to build a strike fund. The Liberals stole that from the BCTF too! And, you wonder why I don't have any respect for them? Yes, electoral reform is needed! We agree!Delete Reply JJ GeorgeSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:46 AM As a parent, I support the teachers and respect whether they choose to vote yes or no. However I noticed a discrepancy here from other information I've read regarding prep time for elementary teachers. Here it states minimal improvement to prep time - only 10 minutes per week being added. Elsewhere I read that it is 100 minutes per week for prep, increasing by an additional 10 minutes in the final year. That is a significant difference, and worth noting. Or have I completely misunderstood?ReplyDelete Replies Anne-MarieSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:59 AM Elementary teachers currently have 90 minutes of preparation time per week so an increase to 100 minutes per week is only gaining 10 minutes. In other provinces and some private schools they have as much as 45 minutes of prep time per day.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:56 PM Thank you for inquiring!Delete DW ZSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:57 PM You're right JJ George. There is a significant difference around the province regarding preparation times. In my district elementary teachers currently get 100 minutes of prep time. This new proposal is useless to me. I'll have to wait 6 years to gain an extra 10 minutes. Delete Reply UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:11 AM Almost nobody gets cost of living adjustments. Also inflation is NOT 2%. Do some research and look at the CPI for BC over the last 24 months. The average over the last 2 years is 0.7%, not 2%. The CPI changes every month so you cant just look at the highest month and declare that THE inflation rate. Check out the 12 month averages document for the actual numbers. http://www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/StatisticsBySubject/Economy/ConsumerPriceIndex.aspx All that being said I support the teachers. if you think this is a bad deal as a parent my dream would be for the teachers to vote no but continue bargaining because I do think the kids need to be in school and I do fear that the teachers will lose all support if the strike continues. All I ask as a parent is that you do your own research and try not to be swayed by all the opinions. ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:01 AM Inflation for August was 2.1% (http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/economy/cpi-report-expected-to-reveal-rise-in-canadas-core-inflation-rate/article20593943/). The CPI is a year-over-year calculation.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:43 AM Inflation should be looked at as a yearly average, not an individual month.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:34 PM The lawyers do not believe we have compromised our court deal. Our leadership would not have sold us out. We dodged a bullet. The Premier had something loaded even if we are not sure what it was. The idea that we could simply return to work is not guaranteed. I think a no vote could easily lead to the Liberals locking us out again because the Premier wants to crush us and she will use any excuse. She did not want to take the advice of her people and do this deal. I am certain a plan for drastic action (where we have to take the concessions they had planned) or worse - was in place. We can't guarantee the press will do any better job explaining the complexities should we say no. They rarely sided with us in markets outside of Vancouver where people are more political and they often misled or allowed others to mislead. They are not helping and would sensationalize. This would see dissolution of support very quickly - especially if we asked for wages. (Though admittedly it angers me that we can't ask for wages without being accused of being greedy when that is what most bargaining units do). But we have argued this is about kids and while this is not ideal - it is better to have teachers than not. The deal does suck in that it does not bring us to par - but this fight needs to be won with a strategy that is political and capacity will do that in another round. We have some support - but it is limited to the choir. We need to have the pews too. We need to build that capacity while working and continue to find allies because the fight is bigger than most people want to consider. This is about ideology and about privatization. Education always was political but never more so than now and we have to fight this party or the conservatives who would do the same or worse. No teacher who is responsible can ignore the politics any longer. That is simply the truth. If you work in the system you better get informed and you better be prepared to fight until retirement for the system. That said, I want to ask the same question others are asking: Why is this the job of 42,000 teachers and not the job of all citizens who want equality to fight for this right? It is time (while the conversation is still on-going and up to and including election night) for us to guide the public where we can but mainly play our part by not propping the system up. Make poverty known. Make noise about shortfalls, ask questions (in the media or in board offices ) about who is going to fix it instead of paying ourselves, volunteer some but wait for the pubic to step up so they see what schools lack. I hate the deal too. But I trust Vince Ready and Iker and I don't think we could have done better right now. I think we dodged a bullet because I have read everything this government has put out and followed the trail. They plan to privatize and they are just looking for the route. Voting YES for now does not mean we are giving up. It does not mean a win in the way we wanted but we have won a battle that will lead to us winning the war. If we don't rest up and stock up we might not get there.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:57 PM Well, if it is bigger than just this battle, then we will need ALL the unions to strike if they do indeed use drastic (draconian) measures. I say it is time for ALL of the unions to call a general strike. I guarantee that they will not like that one bit. What will they do then? Call the army? :) People in Europe, at the end of the 19th century stood up in mines. General strikes do occur in Europe and have. If you think you had it tough, think of them who stood tall for US in tougher times and conditions. Make sacrifices. Sell furniture. Tutor on the side. Ask for the BCTF money. Ask your banker to help. As friends and relatives. If we say NO, it won't last long. If they legislate us back, let's call a general province-wide strike of all unions. Delete Reply Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:47 AM Between CC's smug smile as she celebrates slaughtered teachers and Jim Iker's goofy grin - seemingly unaware that he has been a willing puppet, I am thoroughly disgusted. Over the next 5 years, teachers will be in an increasingly bad situation financially, classrooms will continue to be too large and complex with increasing medical, social and environmental issues impacting academic delivery. It could not be less obvious that things will continue to worsen. The Liberals have ensured that BC is rapidly becoming the Canadian Monaco for rich off shore interests and wealthy corporations. Soon the underpaid "workers" will have to be bussed in daily to Vancouver - Asian style. The only recourse is to move to just about any other province and bring in up to $100,000 more over the six years with much less cost of living. So we are bailing, encouraged by friends who have gotten positions in Manitoba and Alberta. My colleagues and I discovered through contacting several school boards across Canada that specialist (special needs and behavioural) and secondary science teachers are in particular demand. I want to work in a professional, respectful environment where the needs of all children are considered a priority and where I feel inspired to do my best. However, I want my vote to reflect the wishes of teachers who will be here over the next 6 (5) years, so very much appreciate your blog and opportunity to read the comments.ReplyDelete Bert SlaterSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:11 AM To vote YES will throw away 12 years of effort, and 2 victories in BC Supreme Court. To vote YES will be to snatch defeat from the jaws of victory. If you vote YES what bargaining power do you think you will have - the government will do nothing, and then what do you think you will do - take job action? PLEASE VOTE NO.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:59 PM Time to show you have a spine!Delete Reply RodSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:06 AM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Cool HandSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 AM Wouldn't a 'No' vote be a vote of no confidence in the BCTF itself?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:02 AM Not at all. It is just a message to the leadership we need to do better. The strength of the union is the members, and we support the leadership by giving them direction through democratic means.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:40 PM I disagree. How else can a recommendation by the EC to vote yes be interpreted? Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:00 PM I am sure people will interpret this both ways, but it is a vote. If it is supposed to be a "Yes", because it might be interpreted one way, then why bother having a vote?Delete Kate TSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:07 AM Yes , it would be. I don't think we could come out much better than this with this government. How will a No obtain that? Christy will be happy, she can declare the BCTF gone and roll out her plan to privatize. Delete Reply David DeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:06 AM A no vote would be a rejection of a the court victories defied by the government and an inadequate deal containing some vague promises that won't meet the needs of teachers or students on class size and other important issues.In Ontario elementary teachers get 200 minutes of prep time per 5 day cycle. I know there is financial hardship, but the union has received close to $2 million in donations from other unions; is there no way of accessing hardship funds? At minimum, vote no and return to work on work to rule with various strike options.ReplyDelete Erica JonesSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:25 AM This article actually makes me so mad. It is NOT better for the kids that they have missed almost all of june and all of september. This is what you signed up for in BC as a teacher. Get on board or GET OUT.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:20 PM Is this really what teachers signed up for? At my high school, each class has about 30 kids, with an average of 17 kids per classroom with an identified learning disability. Our district says that there should be no more than 4 kids per classroom.. How do you expect non-specialist teachers to help each student when over half of them require more resources because of a learning disability? Furthermore, are you generalizing the "better-ness" to all the kids in BC? Because I don't think that it would be better if kids went back considering the learning environment isn't up to par. There are barely any Education Assistants, and support teachers for the multitude of children who need them. While I recognize and appreciate your enthusiasm for education, please realize that the public school system isn't a daycare. Also, please think about your words and the learning environment prior to speaking out. By the way, we're not an autocracy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:08 PM I can understand your frustration! Understand mine! I almost died at 7:30 pm one night returning from teaching a FI split class with several students who did not get enough support or no support at all. The principal expressed to me that he expected me to teach 2 different social studies programs and 2 different science programs. ANYONE I talked to knows that this is impossible to do, especially in French Immersion when kids get no support at home and books are often too hard for students to read. I had to quit my job. I did it for me and did it for the kids. I was like a surgeon who is asked to operate on 5 patients with an old scalpel with 2 inexperienced nurses. Predictably, 4 patients would die and I would be reprimanded! Teachers are put in terrible conditions and kids too. I hope you have the openmind to consider the reality of this honest personal anecdote. I also wish you to understand that this is likely not an isolated incident. What will it take? A kid to commit suicide because he or she is not getitng enough support?Delete Reply hilarySeptember 17, 2014 at 10:29 AM It is incorrect to equate lost funding with what the teachers would have received in grievances. The two are not equivalent. The starting position of the BCTF was $225M, so they never expected $3B to resolve grievances. I'm also interested to know where you get your figures on overcrowded classrooms. A recent Globe and Mail article says that classrooms are, on average, smaller than the caps set in 2002.ReplyDelete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:36 AM The signing bonus should be roughly $2500 each: 105 million divided by 41 thousand.ReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:53 AM It is not that simple. The $105 million is to be allocated by the union. The term "signing bonus" has been crossed off on the signed document. Some of that money may be used to pay union debts. Don't know this but clarification would be useful.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:16 PM Just quoting from the CBC news website, "And finally there are details of $105-million fund to settle grievances stemming from the ongoing court case. The BCTF says that money will be given out as a signing bonus, with specific amount yet to be determined."Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:34 AM I think it would be smart to put at least part of it into your strike fund.Delete Reply WheelsSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:55 AM If the money is used as a signing bonus, it should be based on FTEReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:12 PM Yes I am sure it will be based on FTE. The question is how much of the $105 Million is actually distributed. This is up to the union, and I am told that it is yet to be decided.Delete GuruSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:44 PM And don't forget all the retired teachers who are entitled to a share of it.Delete Reply Geoff OrmeSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:18 PM In another discussion of this someone suggested that under BC Labour Law a no vote means rejection of the proposed deal, and that means the strike continues until either: - the union in question elects to stand down - another tentative deal is presented or - the government imposes a legislated contract. I think the last of these is the most likely, and I believe the legislated contract would be draconian and brutal. What do you think, Tara? Also, I would appreciate your thoughts on Sandy Garossino's comments at https://storify.com/Garossino/should-teachers-accept-the-contractReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:14 PM If this is so, in a few month (likely a couple of years), teachers will win so much more with a Supreme Court judgment! It is possible that the Liberals know that the higher courts are stacked by Liberal judges (that is what happen when judges are chosen, not elected). In any case, a negative settlement (or not a great judgment) will galvinize the public to reform the way the Supreme court judges are being chosen. I doubt that any govn't will want that to happen. A legislated contract will make the LIbs look like sociopaths and dictators.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:47 PM Peter I think you are expecting far too much from the public, many of whom are only paying attention to this matter due to kids being home from school. The public are not remotely this savvy on the political process.Delete Reply IslanderSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:09 PM I am a continuing education teacher. We have it even worse and we are not listened to enough about our poor conditions. Those include no prep time (and we do have to mark and do report cards many times a year sometimes and commonly for 30 students in a class), travelling to different schools with no compensation, and having next to no breaks in between 3 hour classes. I worked for two years with no lunch break and taught 6 hours straight (just 15 min. breaks) to be told, "don't complain since there are others who will do it". We then got 15 min. breaks in between classes. Most of our students are wealthy immigrants, many who try to stay in classes as long as possible since the classes are free. After spending a year in Germany, I realize how better organized it is where the immigrants pay to learn the language on a sliding scale, and have to pay for a student book as well for each class. We do not even have text books, but photocopy so much at tax payers' expense. This is not right. I then teach summer school since we were not on a 12 month continual salary and most of those students are also immigrants (at least 75%). This is also free and it is becoming so common and the new immigrants know this is free babysitting and tutoring. I think one main problem is that we have so many new immigrants in our classes who need ESL like this article states about our inclusion style of education nowadays: http://www.vancouversun.com/life/Shelley+Fralic+trouble+with+schools/10203596/story.html I am honored to be teaching and like my job, but it does get exhausting especially since I need two or three jobs to pay the mortgage that I now no longer have.. back to renting since it all I can afford in this city that has become so expensive. And many don't realize that it is very very difficult to get to full time work as a teacher here. There was a formula that made it take about 10 years to get to f/t (now finally changed). I have been without pay for 3 months, and now had to finally rent a place in anticipation of returning to work, so I have to vote "yes", but please keep the comments coming for what alternatives we have. Maybe we have to just educate the public in a better way than picketing; maybe get out and walk around malls and talk to people and hand out pamphlets on how this liberal government is hurting this. Most Asians (probably just the new who are from such a different system) are already against the teachers since they do not seem to understand what is going on. http://www.vancouversun.com/Business/asia-pacific/Chuck+Chiang+Many+Asian+families+place+blame/10202757/story.htmlReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:17 PM First of all, myn thoughts are with you! I think your ideas about using different strategies is smart. Picketing is not a very good strategy to let people know about things. I think using the membership to flood media comment sections would be more effective. Going to talk to the public might be a good idea along with this, I think. Phone the BCTF and ask for support.Delete Reply Marsha HolleySeptember 17, 2014 at 1:36 PM A teachers wife Vote no you have come to far to back down. It is a -----Y DEAL. ReplyDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:45 PM Ask yourself WHY teachers cannot get 1/2 of the average increase in salary of the private sector? (The Libs will tell you because there are sooooooo many teachers, but I also hear that there are provinces where there is a need for teachers!) TORONTO - A new study says that Canadians, on average, can expect about the same size salary increase next year as in 2014. Human resources consultants Pal Benefits says a survey of 401 organizations, mainly in Ontario, Alberta and British Columbia, projected salary increase for 2015 at an average of 2.79 per cent. That was almost unchanged from the 2.74 per cent average increase projected in last year's survey. Meanwhile, in addition to the average salary increase remaining relatively steady year over year, the survey found that the percentage of employers who plan to freeze salaries appears to have stabilized at eight per cent —in the same percentages as was projected in 2014. Breaking down the numbers further, the survey found the average salary increase anticipated in the engineering, financial services and high technology sectors was three per cent. That compared with an average of 2.5 per cent on the low end for organizations in durable manufacturing. https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.htmlReplyDelete "Mama Rose"September 17, 2014 at 9:12 PM I used to agree with you, Tara, and appreciate you bringing these items to your blog to get us all thinking. But after a very long night and day of research and discussion, I realize I will be voting yes tomorrow. Here is why: I don't care about salary or benefit increases. That is not why I went on strike. I don't care if this tentative deal is not good for teachers. That's not why I went on strike either. For me, the single most important issue is class size and composition. I want to work in a classroom where I have enough time and resources available to me to adequately help all the students I teach. And while it is true that this tentative deal will not change anything in the classrooms right now (or at least most of our classrooms), I realized that we couldn't actually make changes in that area because the issues of cs and c is before the courts. When I made that connection and realized that this round of bargaining was really about a "good enough" agreement regarding wages, then the deal seems, well... good enough. BUT, the best part, is the language the BCTF legal team made around the furture court decision (the re-opener). They have it in writing that if we win the court case (which is likely) and when we have to start bargaining class size and comp again (that is exactly what Justice Susan Griffin said we would have to do) we will be STARTING from the 2002 levels. To make this simple to understand, I explained it to my friends using a number line. With this new language, the BCTF starts the next round of bargaining at say a 50. The government will want us to go to 10 or 15, and we'll compromise and end up maybe 25. But WITHOUT that language, we would have started bargaining at a 10 and only gone down from there. So I do believe it is the best deal possible, it still factors in the biggest issue (from my perspective), we do not lose the important gains of the past, and most importantly, everyone gets to go back to school.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 PM Mam Rose, I appreciate your point of view and your courage. However, let me point out to you and the readers that a decision at the BC supreme court might not turn out the way teachers anticipate. We all know that judges are appointed and who does the appointing? "All justices of the BCSC (including the position of Chief Justice and Associate Chief Justice) are appointed by the federal cabinet, on recommendation of the Minister of Justice. Masters are appointed by the provincial cabinet, on recommendation of the Attorney General in consultation with the Chief Justice." (Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Supreme_Court_of_British_Columbia) Now, I would like to think that all of those people are objective, but they are appointed and we know that there are political appointments. They have a lot of discretion over the laws and judgments. I am willing to bet that the BC Liberals do know this and are betitng the farm (or do they know something we don't know) that the Supreme Courts are stacked against teachers? So, I am not sure if we can count on a WIN if we proceed with the court ruling. I think we would be better to negotiate and negotiate a better deal.Delete Reply retaSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:57 AM Yes...no...yes...no...The last two days have been this. I’ve read so many articles and comments over the past few months and, I can say, I have learned a lot. I know this is not a great deal for teachers right now. I will be voting yes. This is why… 1. The children. Without going into the multiple issues (e.g., grad, post secondary, trades, sports, global education/trips, planned activities, those with varying degrees of special needs, those that need a soft place to land, etc., etc.) the children need to get on with their education. 2. The parents. For many parents, this strike is a financial burden. We do not like to be called baby sitters, but for many living below the poverty line, school is a financial relief. Winter is coming; gas bills will be expensive. 3. Poverty. Remember, BC has the highest child poverty rate in Canada. Schools feed and clothe numerous children. 4. The other systems educators work collaboratively with. MFCD, CYMH, foster parents, group homes, and the multitude of non-profit agencies that support vulnerable children and families are bursting at the seams. We are a part of that team. 5. CUPE. While some have been paid during this strike, that money is coming from districts. It was not provided by the government. And, CUPE is a partner in education - from the bus drivers to the tech dept to custodians to secretaries to EAs and so on. 6. Small Businesses. In our little towns, the school district is the number one employer. There is a direct cause-effect relationship between loss of wage and loss of business. 7. Money. The amount of money that is needed to reverse the erosion of the public education system over numerous years cannot be recouped in one sitting. This agreement is a start. It’s not much but the stage has been set. 8. THE COURT CASE. That is why we were on strike. All the other stuff could have been resolved months ago, but our government was working hard to make the court case go away. Well, it still exists. I consider that the victory. We live to fight another day (as rhetorical as that sounds) AND I hope people actually read the ruling and think critically about how a loss could impact the future of the Charter of Rights, and the power of government to contravene those rights. I am guessing we will vote to ratify as so many fear “what’s next?” from this government. It’s nasty business, and I think legislation would be next. VALUING PUBLIC EDUCATION needs to come from a STRONG, CONSISTENT public voice. If we do ratify the agreement, and those in the profession and public think we've given up, we have not. We’ve been fighting for years. We just haven’t been heard… until now. ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:21 AM I understand your point of view, but sometimes you have to fight to get what you want. This is a VERY bad deal, considering: Other people get on average 2.5% salary increases last year and this year and the next and the rest of us get 1% and must feel happy if we do.? (https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html) THIS DEAL is a horrendously BAD deal for kids/parents as well, of course. We are going to continue to be humiliated and be the laughing stock of many people of this province. After a decade of paycuts, WOW, this is what they are willing to offer! WOW! WOW! WOW!Delete Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:30 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Reply Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:37 PM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:08 PM Let's cross our fingers! I think we need a general strike by all unions if CC legislates teachers back. It is time to put the foot down and tell her and the Liberals that, as in the movie Network,"I am mad as hell and I won't take it anymore!"Delete Reply Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 8:26 PM Needs help on some stats for an online debate Looking for the last 10 or 15 years of contractual salary increases in %. So, 1% for 2001, 0% for 2002,...ReplyDelete Children FirstSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:00 PM Well it's all done now. Really hope the teacher's can find another angle to deal with class size and composition as well as student funding. The government will make sure the coming court case never swings your way no matter what. 2nd most expensive place to live in the the world!!! Wonder why and where the money goes??? ReplyDelete AnonSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 PM I'm an outsider, but have followed closely this whole fiasco and this is a RAW deal. Your union hung you out to dry on this one - taking a really bad deal (clearly no one from the BCTF had rudimentary math skills in their toolbox) and then publicly encouraging to the media that teachers accept the deal....what choice did you have - a no vote would have outraged the public. I could go on and on, but the bottom line, in my opinion, is that your union better get some stronger leaders who are PR and technology savvy. Out with Iker and the rest of those who bargained on your behalf - they just got ......well , we know that happened. Whew, can't even believe how screwed you got, absolutely amazing - nothing meaningful gained in the big picture and only very minor gains for a small group of people, bigger losses for the majority.. Wow - I better stop now. Best of luck. Thanks for all you do for our children. ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ▼  September (9) Reflections on the BC Teacher Strike BC Teacher strike - Lessons learned Response to Sandy Garossino Will the Education Fund improve classroom conditio... Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Class composition: a human rights perspective Class size and composition - a short visual histor... Guest post - I WILL HOLD THE LINE Teachers - let your leadership know it is time to ... ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=10040&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 3, Jan./Feb. 2003 Safety is your business—Know your rights! by Maureen L. MacDonald You have rights. It’s the law. You have the right to know about dangers in your workplace. You have the right to participate in worksite health and safety activities through the joint Occupational Health & Safety Committee or worker representative. You have the right to have worker representation at worksite inspections. You have the right to refuse unsafe work. You have the right to no discrimination for participating in health and safety activities. Safety is your business. It is also the business of school boards. No one’s best interests are served if the safety of students and staff is not a priority in schools. Why, then, do we continue to have unsafe situations dealt with inconsistently? Why do we have to fight the same battles over and over again? Let’s consider some recent actual events and learn from them. Too cold for comfort The principal of an elementary school called everyone to an assembly one winter afternoon and said that the students and staff were to dress warmly for school the next day because there would be no heat. Oh, really? The furnace was to be serviced as part of a regular maintenance program. At the time, the outdoor temperature was minus 14º C. Did the school board expect that students could actually learn readin’, writin’, and ‘rithmetic while fighting hypothermia? Did it think that teachers should just cope with the cold and not complain? WCB Regulation 4.80 requires the employer to ensure that temperature and humidity levels within the indoor work environment be maintained within acceptable comfort ranges. In winter, that means between 20.5 and 24.4º C (69 to 76º F). Many collective agreements between teachers and boards contain a health and safety clause similar to this excellent one from North Vancouver: "Classes shall be conducted only in facilities that are clean and where temperature, ventilation, lighting, humidity, sound level, and other physical conditions are hygienic, safe, and conducive to effective teaching and learning." Teachers don’t have to put up with untenable conditions for themselves or others at work. That staff knew it. Refuse unsafe work. It’s your right. When you do that, you don’t refuse to work entirely. You are ready and available to do your work in safe conditions; you just refuse to do the unsafe work. You could be temporarily assigned to work elsewhere, or you might be sent home. Read all about it in WCB Regulation 3.12. Refusal of unsafe work A school staff was informed after school that the water was to be shut off in the building the next day. There was a smell of methane gas. The septic sewer system needed repairs. The students were all phoned at home and told not to go to school the next day. (All the families had phones; that is not always the case. But that’s another story.) The staff members were told to be there at 8:30 a.m. Oh really? According to WCB Regulation 4.93, the employer must provide washrooms with hot and cold running water. And it goes without saying that the air must be breathable! Teachers and support staff met in the parking lot the next morning and then informed the principal, who was in the office, that they were ready to be reassigned to the board office or elsewhere for the day. The smell of methane had gone away overnight, so permission was given for staff members to go into the school and gather items they needed to work at home. Refusal of unsafe work protected them from several potential hazards. That staff knew it. Violent incident reports A school board decided not to replace absent special education assistants. Several violent incidents occurred as a result. One principal expects teachers to "fill in." Oh really? Can the classroom teacher be everything to everybody? There are very good reasons why some students have SEAs. The union is insisting that a violence risk assessment be done, as is required in WCB Regulation 4.28. The requirement has been in effect since 1994. The whole staff needs to know which students might injure themselves or others. The IEPs of those students with special needs must contain a safety plan. Reg. 4.31 says that incidents of violence must by reported and investigated according to Part 3 of the Workers Compensation Act, General Duties of Employers, Workers, and Others. Corrective actions must be taken. The employer must ensure that a worker reporting an injury or adverse symptom as a result of a violent incident is advised to consult a physician of the worker’s choice for treatment or referral. A principal cannot dismiss a teacher’s complaint of violence as trivial or inconsequential. That staff knows it now. Working alone Parent/teacher interviews were being conducted from 3:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. A teacher in an isolated portable didn’t feel safe. The principal told her to stay out there on duty until 9:00 p.m., even though there was no communications link to the main building. Oh really? Couldn’t she conduct her interviews in the safety of the library, the staffroom, the front hallway, or even the principal’s office? If not, why wasn’t someone assigned to check the portable at intervals to see if she was okay? That won’t happen to the teacher again. The union is insisting that the WCB Regulation 4.21 regarding working alone or in isolation be followed. The employer is required to develop and implement a written procedure for checking the well-being of a worker assigned to work alone or in isolation under conditions that present a risk of disabling injury, if the worker might not be able to secure assistance in the event of injury or other misfortune. A worker required to work in such circumstances, and any person assigned to check on the worker, must be trained in the written procedure for checking the worker’s well-being. That staff knows it now. How to get informed I’m not making this stuff up! Read the rules for yourself. The title of the fascinating Workers’ Compensation Board publication you need for reference is Occupational Health & Safety Regulation, Book 1. It is a blue-covered 8.5"x11" WorkSafe book that you should be able to find in your staffroom. If you can’t find the book there, look for a notice of where it is located. That should be prominently displayed on the bulletin board that also has posted the names and work locations of the school’s joint committee members and the minutes of the three most recent joint committee meetings. Section 138 of the Workers Compensation Act (hereinafter called the Act) requires those notices. Worksite health and safety committees Section 125 of the Act says that a joint health and safety committee must exist in your school if there are 20 or more workers of the employer there. That count includes SEAs, secretaries, custodians, teachers, administrative officers, and any other school board staff who work there. Section 139 requires a worker health and safety representative for a workplace with more than nine but fewer than 20 workers. Regulation 3.2 allows a less formal situation in schools with nine or fewer workers, but the employer still must conduct monthly meetings with workers for discussion of health and safety matters. The school board is obliged in Section 136 to support the health and safety committee or its equivalent in carrying out its duties. What are the duties? See the list in Section 130 of the Act. Are you overwhelmed? Fear not. You don’t have to know all the rules and regs. You just have to know that they exist for your protection. Don’t just scratch your head or mutter under your breath if you perceive a health and safety problem. Call on your local president for advice. Your president knows how to reach me or other BCTF field service or health and safety or legal staff members for help. Assistance is available if you want to know about filing a WCB claim, conducting a worksite inspection, organizing a joint committee, or finding any other information you need. Your president also knows that the toll free phone number for the WCB prevention office is 1-888-276-SAFE (7233). And that the WCB web site is www.worksafebc.com. Training for health and safety reps The BCTF has several wonderfully empowering workshops for school health and safety reps. Talk to your local president about both WorkSafe and School Union Rep Training. It is not too late for your local to arrange for a health and safety trainer to come to your district. Conclusion Education is best delivered in a safe environment. Worksites are safer when we are all vigilant. Teachers’ working conditions are students’ learning conditions. Let’s all keep an eye out for ways to make improvements. Be safe out there. Maureen MacDonald is a BCTF health and safety officer. If you would like your name added to the BCTF occupational health and safety e-mail list, contact Peggy Wilson pwilson@bctf.ca or Whitney Burgess wburgess@bctf.ca.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=23297&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 23, Number 7, May/June 2011 Learning through play in the primary years By Marjorie Brewer My goal as a Grade 1 teacher is to create a learning community that is safe, caring, and inclusive; where students have access to a variety of materials that allow them to explore, investigate, challenge themselves, question, research, and leave with the skills and curiosity that will make them embrace lifelong learning. My approach is to use themes, integration, music, movement, and real world connections to make learning meaningful, exciting, and fun! There is a wealth of information and research on the value of play for Kindergarten students. Why should that end in Grade 1? We need to capitalize on our students’ innate curiosity and continuous desire to make sense of the world around them. Children don’t often dramatically change during the summer months between Kindergarten and Grade 1. Grade 1 students are still egocentric, requiring hands-on learning experiences. They are working toward self-regulation and learn through play! Teachers are always differentiating their instruction to create an environment that meets the needs of individual students in their classrooms. All students need engaging, meaningful activities that foster a love of learning. In September, our Grade 1 class engaged in a Rock Unit with the prescribed learning outcomes in mind. A copper mine was starting up in our community that gave me the initial focus. During the fall we collected rocks, described them (orally and in written form), created a rock-word-wall, sorted rocks, made rock pattern walls, counted rocks (in groups of 10s, 5s, and 2s). We visited our local museum that has a wonderful collection of fossils and rocks from around the world. We discovered some very colourful rocks that glow under an ultraviolet light. A local geologist brought some interesting rocks to our classroom. We polished rocks, made a crystal garden, rock candy, and observed salt crystals form on a string. A paleontologist showed us how to make arrowheads from obsidian; we made fossils and painted pictographs on rocks. We visited a concrete plant and discovered how concrete is made. We played with sand, made magic mud, coloured sand, and completed sand and rock art projects. We sang about rocks, wrote about our experiences and learning, and this led to the creation of a class book on rocks. Our enthusiasm for rocks exuded beyond the classroom walls. I had a student from a Grade 3 classroom come to share the wonderful rock he had found. One day a parent arrived to share how excited their child was about school and what they were learning. “I am learning a lot too!” she said. One student said, “I don’t want to miss any school because I might miss out on some fun!” Our discussions led us very naturally into learning about soil, then worms, living and non-living things. The possibilities are endless—stone soup, volcanoes, erosion, dinosaurs, etc. Did I cover many of the prescribed learning outcomes? For sure! We definitely engaged in a lot of oral language, we read a variety of text, wrote about our experiences and knowledge—we counted, sorted, created patterns, learned about living and non-living things, gathered information, engaged in a variety of art media and more. But I had the best outcome of all—students who are excited about learning! I hope to keep the joy of playful learning alive in not just Kindergarten classes but in all primary grades. So make a connection to your community and make learning engaging, exciting, and meaningful. Think about it. What makes you want to learn? Marjorie Brewer is a Grade 1 teacher, John Allison Elementary School, Princeton, and a facilitator of full-day K workshops for the BCTF.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=6940,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 7, May/June 2006 Take action to protect gay marriage equality by Amanda Cantelon Stephen Harper promises to move quickly on a free-vote motion before Parliament on whether the heterosexual definition of matrimony should be restored. There are 125 Tory MPs compared to 102 Liberals, 51 Bloc Quebecois, 29 New Democrats and one Independent. Any vote would be close. The current law, which defines marriage more inclusively, allowing gays and lesbians to marry, follows a Canadian tradition of positive leadership on social and human rights issues. The legislation also provides for a balance of competing rights, in that religious communities have the freedom to choose not to perform same-sex marriages. This provides for a win-win outcome based on the fundamental principles of the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms. The legalities of reversing the same-sex marriage legislation would be complicated at best. The highest provincial courts in Quebec, BC, and Ontario ruled that an exclusively heterosexual definition of marriage violates equality rights. Over 130 academics signed an open letter challenging Harper’s position that the traditional definition of marriage can be restored. If the social conservatives win this vote, it will lead to constitutional challenges. The ensuing legal battle will cost taxpayers and drag out the debate. I am sure that all sorts of shockingly conservative sound bytes will be flying out from the back-benchers of the Conservative party. That could be a positive outcome: perhaps the public would find out where MPs really stand. If you support the dignity and rights of all Canadians, take a stand and lobby your MP to vote against any legislation that compromises the rights of gays and lesbians. MPs need to answer to their constituents. MPs are already being lobbied by opponents of equality who want to redefine civil marriage to exclude same-sex couples. Every voice counts. Take time to make yours heard! Find out where your MP stands on re-opening the equal marriage debate. E-mail your MP. Call your MP, a phone call is more valuable than e-mail. Meet with your MP, a meeting is best. For more information and lobbying tips, check out the Canadians for Equal Marriage web site: www.equal-marriage.ca/election.php. Amanda Cantelon teaches at Eastside School, Vancouver, and is a member of the BCTF’s Heterosexism and Homophobia Social Justice Action Group. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141007,www.huffingtonpost.com,http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/05/06/floyd-mayweather-jr-vs-miguel-cotto-fight-decision_n_1487087.html,Floyd Mayweather Jr. Defeats Miguel Cotto With Unanimous Decison (PHOTOS) View mobile site October 7, 2014 Huffpost Sports Edition: U.S. Show/Hide Brasil BR Canada CA Deutschland DE España ES France FR Italia IT 日本 (Japan) JP 한국 (Korea) KR Maghreb MG United Kingdom UK United States US Follow Newsletters Get SportsNewsletters Email address Enter Email Address Huffington Post Search Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search iOS app Android app More Log in Create Account Notifications 0 $USERNAME Profile Settings Logout FRONT PAGE Politics Colorado Governor: Legalizing Marijuana Was 'Reckless' 503 Reporter Asked Mark Pryor Whether Obama Is Doing Enough On Ebola. It Wasn't Pretty. 0 Court Rejects Appeal On South Carolina Redistricting 483 Police Violated Constitutional Rights Of Ferguson Protesters, Federal Judge Rules 0 60 Percent Of Americans Soon Will Live In States With Marriage Equality 536 Go to Politics More in Politics Pollster Politics Blog Off The Bus Election Maps Pollster You Might Also Like WorldPost Green Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Business Walmart And Whole Foods Are Slowly Killing Traditional Supermarkets 124 Walmart Makes Big Change In Wake Of Obamacare 692 The North And South Are Seriously Divided When It Comes To Fast Food 23 Chase Bank Refuses To Admit How Many People Were Actually Hacked 30 Adding An 'Obamacare Surcharge' To Restaurant Bills Is A Terrible Idea 216 Go to Business More in Business Small Biz Money You Might Also Like WorldPost Tech Media Arts Sports Weird News Smarter Ideas Urban Progress Entertainment Kris Jenner Opens Up About The Late Robert Kardashian 6 Blake Lively Is Pregnant! 30 Mariah Carey Proves She's Not Lip-Synching 42 Is This Where George Clooney And Amal Alamuddin Honeymooned? 7 Pregnant Kelly Rowland Poses Topless In Black And White Photo Shoot 2 Go to Entertainment More in Entertainment Celebrity TV You Might Also Like Comedy Arts Books Food Style Weird News Moviefone Media New York Times Editorial Board Backs Marijuana Initiatives 56 This Is Why Live TV Weather Reports Are Still The Best 0 Former CNN Employee Alleges Race And Age Discrimination In Wrongful Termination Suit 0 Politico Sees Big Money In Expanding Its Labor Coverage 0 Iran Frees Journalist On Bail 1 Go to Media More in Media Eat The Press Calderone: The Backstory You Might Also Like Entertainment TV Comedy Arts Books Religion Moviefone Comedy will.i.am Turns Jimmy Fallon's 'Ew!' Into Solid Gold 32 32 Hilarious Haunted House Reactions Caught On Camera 18 Yep, The Police Can LEGALLY Do That 146 And Here's Why Cats Make Absolutely No Sense 12 Do We Do Anything Better Than China Anymore? 15 Go to Comedy More in Comedy Funny Videos Comedy Club Political Humor Original Video Crossing The Line You Might Also Like Entertainment TV Weird News College Arts Tech Facebook Possibly Planning A Secret New Use For Messenger, Leaked Screenshots Reveal 11 You're Using Your Sunglasses All Wrong 8 Hewlett-Packard Plans To Break Into Two Companies 77 Go to Tech More in Tech TEDWeekends Social Media You Might Also Like Small Biz Green Science NY SF Smarter Ideas TechCrunch Engadget Crime Chef Dismembers, Cooks Girlfriend Before Killing Himself, Police Say 39 State Trooper Pulled Over Woman To Proselytize: Lawsuit 0 Skeletal Remains Found In Yard Of 'Evil Gods' Worshiper 32 Woman Spits Out Poison-Laced Tea In Restaurant Surveillance Video 22 Woman Shot, Killed After Saying No To A Man's Advances, Detroit Police Say 0 Go to Crime More in Crime James Holmes Dumb Crime Missing People Mug Shots Death Penalty You Might Also Like Weird News Impact WorldPost Celebrity Good News Weird News The Evil Truth About Your Cat 153 Cops Mistake Okra For Marijuana, Send The Big Guns To Man's House 522 This Woman's Polyphonic Overtone Singing Sounds Alien 174 Mom Burglarizes Cars At School, Claims She's Looking For ISIS: Police 316 Here Are 2 Wild Kangaroos Boxing On A Residential Street, Because Why Not 10 Go to Weird News More in Weird News Dumb Crime UFO World Records Anatomical Wonders Zombie Apocalypse Octomom You Might Also Like Comedy Tech Science Crime HuffPost Live Next Ferguson & The Threat Of State Violence Next SCOTUS To Rule On Prisoner's Beard Tomorrow 'Felony' Star Jai Courtney LIVE Tomorrow Author & Therapist Linda Carroll LIVE Tomorrow Macy Gray LIVE Go to Huffpost Live All Sections News Politics WorldPost Business Small Business Money Media Sports Education Crime Weird News Good News Entertainment Entertainment Celebrity Comedy Arts & Culture Books TV Life & Style Healthy Living GPS for the Soul Style Home Taste Weddings Travel Parents Divorce Huff/Post 50 Marlo Thomas OWN Dr. Phil Tech & Science Tech Science Green Code Voices Women Black Voices Latino Voices Voces (en español) Gay Voices Religion College Teen Impact Local Chicago DC Denver Detroit Hawaii Los Angeles Miami New York San Francisco Our Mobile Apps: iOS Android HuffPost Live (iOS) GPS For The Soul (iOS) GPS For The Soul (Android) Sports NFL College Football MLB NBA NHL Soccer Highlights Fails Athletes On Twitter Sports Crime The Schultz Report Sochi Olympics Patriots Show Support For Opponent Because Football Isn't What Matters Most 2014-10-05 23:44:28 The WWE Marriage That Almost Wasn't Allowed To Happen 2014-10-06 18:21:19 Florida Gators QB Suspended Amid Sexual Assault Allegations 2014-10-06 16:47:24 WATCH: Katy Perry Goes Wild On ESPN 2014-10-04 17:01:26 St. Louis Cardinals Fans Have A Seriously Racist Response To Ferguson Protesters 2014-10-07 14:14:05 Amazingly, No One Is Hurt 2014-10-07 02:17:52 Devon Still Opens Up About Daughter's Cancer Battle In Touching Interview 2014-10-06 10:44:19 Skateboarder Eats It At 60mph... And Lives 2014-10-02 21:47:58 Floyd Mayweather Jr. Instagrams Receipt For Massive Gambling Win 2014-10-07 11:14:45 12 Things Every Lululemon Addict Knows To Be True 2014-10-05 13:20:39 How I Realized Loving the Washington Redskins Means Demanding a Name Change 2014-10-06 15:00:08 Arian Foster: NFL Picking Money Over Player Safety With Thursday Games 2014-10-06 19:19:01 The Once-Mighty Hamilton Has Struck Out (And Grounded Out.. And Flied Out...) 2014-10-06 01:21:34 Derek Jeter's Love Life, By The Numbers 2014-10-04 15:24:08 A Taekwondo Match Turns Into a Dance Battle; Everyone Wins 2014-10-04 14:50:09 Previous Story Next Story Floyd Mayweather Jr. Defeats Miguel Cotto With Unanimous Decison (PHOTOS)  | By TIM DAHLBERG Posted: 05/06/2012 12:47 am EDT Updated: 07/05/2012 5:12 am EDT Floyd Mayweather Jr. throws a punch against Miguel Cotto in the fifth round during a WBA super welterweight title fight, Saturday, May 5, 2012. | AP Share Tweet Email Comment tumblr stumble reddit LAS VEGAS (AP) — Floyd Mayweather Jr. finally found himself in a real fight, complete with a bloody nose and an opponent in Miguel Cotto who was never going to quit. As usual, he found a way to win. Mayweather used his speed and accuracy Saturday night to take a unanimous decision over a game Cotto in a bruising bout to win a piece of the 154-pound title. But it wasn't easy, as Cotto landed some hard punches and kept attacking all the way to the final bell. "You're a hell of a champion," Mayweather told Cotto in the ring afterward. "You're the toughest guy I ever fought." Mayweather dominated late, rocking Cotto in the 12th round to pull out a win and remain unbeaten in 43 fights. Unlike most of his fights, though, Mayweather got his nose bloodied and engaged in some bruising exchanges he usually likes to avoid. Two judges scored the fight 117-111 and the third had it 118-110. The Associated Press had Mayweather winning 116-112. Fighting just a few weeks before he enters a county jail to serve a three-month sentence for domestic abuse, Mayweather found himself in a tough fight against a game opponent who never stopped moving forward. But he was faster and more accurate than Cotto and seemed to wear him down in the final rounds. In the last round, Mayweather landed his best punch of the night, a left uppercut that seemed to hurt Cotto. He followed that with several flurries to the head to wrap up a decision that until the later rounds had been in doubt. The decision was roundly booed by the crowd at the MGM Grand arena, which cheered wildly every time Cotto landed a punch. "He's a tough competitor," Mayweather said. "He came to fight, he didn't just come to survive. I dug down and fought him back." Cotto was never down, though he seemed hurt several times during the fight, particularly in the 12th round. "The judges said I lost the fight, I can't do anything else," Cotto said. "I'm happy with my fight and performance and so is my family. I can't ask for anything else." Mayweather, who was guaranteed $32 million, was forced to fight every minute of all 12 rounds against the Puerto Rican champion. He did it after weighing in at 151 pounds, the heaviest he has ever been for a fight. The weight didn't seem to affect Mayweather, and neither did the heavier 10-ounce gloves at super welterweight. But he took some punishment, including a bloody nose during the middle rounds, before coming back to dish some out in the later rounds. "When you fight on pay-per-view you have to give the fans what they want, and that's excitement," Mayweather said. Mayweather entered the ring unbeaten in his 16-year pro career, and a 6-1 favorite to stay that way. The fighter who has become the biggest pay-per-view attraction in the sport padded his already thick wallet with the fight, but he was forced to earn every penny of it. The win gave Mayweather the 154-pound title held by Cotto, and assured him of still being a champion when he reports to jail June 1 for a sentence stemming from a domestic abuse case involving his former girlfriend and their children. "In life there's obstacles," Mayweather said. "When it comes to June 1, I have to accept it like a man." Mayweather will be in jail when Manny Pacquiao fights in the same ring June 9 at the MGM Grand against Timothy Bradley. Though boxing fans have clamored for a Mayweather-Pacquiao fight, it has yet to be made — and may never be made. That's partly because of Mayweather's insistence that Pacquiao submit to Olympic-style drug testing, though Pacquiao has already said he will do that. "I want to fight Pacquiao but he needs to take the tests before we make that fight," Mayweather said. Cotto came out looking slow and overmatched in the first round, but quickly settled into a routine, attacking Mayweather from behind his left jab. But Mayweather got more aggressive coming out to start the fourth round, and landed a series of rights to the head that stunned Cotto and kept him from moving forward effectively. Mayweather fought good portions of the fight on the ropes, using them for leverage and counterpunching to Cotto's head when he opened up. He was not only quicker than Cotto, but more accurate, often landing in between Cotto's defenses. "He's ready to quit," trainer Roger Mayweather told his nephew after the sixth round. But Cotto was relentless, coming forward and hitting Mayweather with good shots to the head. Toward the end of the eighth round he landed several punches to the head, prompting Mayweather to shake his head as if they didn't hurt, but by then Mayweather was bleeding from the nose and looked like he had taken some punishment. Punch stats showed Mayweather landing 179 of 687 punches to 105 of 506 to Cotto. Cotto, who fell to 37-3, was guaranteed his biggest purse ever, $8 million. Mayweather used his speed and accuracy Saturday night to take a unanimous decision over a game Cotto in a bruising bout to win a piece of the 154-pound title. But it wasn't easy, as Cotto landed some hard punches and kept attacking all the way to the final bell. "You're a hell of a champion," Mayweather told Cotto in the ring afterward. "You're the toughest guy I ever fought." Mayweather dominated late, rocking Cotto in the 12th round to pull out a win and remain unbeaten in 43 fights. Unlike most of his fights, though, Mayweather got his nose bloodied and engaged in some bruising exchanges he usually likes to avoid. Two judges scored the fight 117-111 and the third had it 118-110. The Associated Press had Mayweather winning 116-112. Fighting just a few weeks before he enters a county jail to serve a three-month sentence for domestic abuse, Mayweather found himself in a tough fight against a game opponent who never stopped moving forward. But he was faster and more accurate than Cotto and seemed to wear him down in the final rounds. In the last round, Mayweather landed his best punch of the night, a left uppercut that seemed to hurt Cotto. He followed that with several flurries to the head to wrap up a decision that until the later rounds had been in doubt. The decision was roundly booed by the crowd at the MGM Grand arena, which cheered wildly every time Cotto landed a punch. "He's a tough competitor," Mayweather said. "He came to fight, he didn't just come to survive. I dug down and fought him back." Cotto was never down, though he seemed hurt several times during the fight, particularly in the 12th round. "The judges said I lost the fight, I can't do anything else," Cotto said. "I'm happy with my fight and performance and so is my family. I can't ask for anything else." Mayweather, who was guaranteed $32 million, was forced to fight every minute of all 12 rounds against the Puerto Rican champion. He did it after weighing in at 151 pounds, the heaviest he has ever been for a fight. The weight didn't seem to affect Mayweather, and neither did the heavier 10-ounce gloves at super welterweight. But he took some punishment, including a bloody nose during the middle rounds, before coming back to dish some out in the later rounds. "When you fight on pay-per-view you have to give the fans what they want, and that's excitement," Mayweather said. Mayweather entered the ring unbeaten in his 16-year pro career, and a 6-1 favorite to stay that way. The fighter who has become the biggest pay-per-view attraction in the sport padded his already thick wallet with the fight, but he was forced to earn every penny of it. The win gave Mayweather the 154-pound title held by Cotto, and assured him of still being a champion when he reports to jail June 1 for a sentence stemming from a domestic abuse case involving his former girlfriend and their children. "In life there's obstacles," Mayweather said. "When it comes to June 1, I have to accept it like a man." Mayweather will be in jail when Manny Pacquiao fights in the same ring June 9 at the MGM Grand against Timothy Bradley. Though boxing fans have clamored for a Mayweather-Pacquiao fight, it has yet to be made – and may never be made. That's partly because of Mayweather's insistence that Pacquiao submit to Olympic-style drug testing, though Pacquiao has already said he will do that. "I want to fight Pacquiao but he needs to take the tests before we make that fight," Mayweather said. Cotto came out looking slow and overmatched in the first round, but quickly settled into a routine, attacking Mayweather from behind his left jab. But Mayweather got more aggressive coming out to start the fourth round, and landed a series of rights to the head that stunned Cotto and kept him from moving forward effectively. Mayweather fought good portions of the fight on the ropes, using them for leverage and counterpunching to Cotto's head when he opened up. He was not only quicker than Cotto, but more accurate, often landing in between Cotto's defenses. "He's ready to quit," trainer Roger Mayweather told his nephew after the sixth round. But Cotto was relentless, coming forward and hitting Mayweather with good shots to the head. Toward the end of the eighth round he landed several punches to the head, prompting Mayweather to shake his head as if they didn't hurt, but by then Mayweather was bleeding from the nose and looked like he had taken some punishment. Punch stats showed Mayweather landing 179 of 687 punches to 105 of 506 to Cotto. Cotto, who fell to 37-3, was guaranteed his biggest purse ever, $8 million. Also on The Huffington Post Close  Floyd Mayweather Jr. vs. Miguel Cotto of   Floyd Mayweather Jr., center, poses for a photo with, from left, Justin Bieber, Lil' Wayne, 50 Cent and Cuban boxer Yuriyorkis Gamboa after defeating Miguel Cotto for the WBA super welterweight title, Saturday, May 5, 2012, in Las Vegas. Floyd Mayweather Jr. reacts after beating Miguel Cotto by unanimous decision during a WBA super welterweight title fight, Saturday, May 5, 2012, in Las Vegas. Floyd Mayweather Jr. reacts after beating Miguel Cotto by unanimous decision for the WBA super welterweight title fight, Saturday, May 5, 2012, in Las Vegas. Floyd Mayweather Jr. exchanges punches with Miguel Cotto in the 11th round during a WBA super welterweight title fight, Saturday, May 5, 2012, in Las Vegas. Mayweather won by unanimous decision. Floyd Mayweather Jr., right, throws punches at Miguel Cotto Jr. during a WBA super welterweight title fight, Saturday, May 5, 2012, in Las Vegas. Mayweather won by unanimous decision. Floyd Mayweather Jr., left, lands a punch against Miguel Cotto during a WBA super welterweight title fight, Saturday, May 5, 2012, in Las Vegas. Mayweather won by unanimous decision. Floyd Mayweather Jr. sits in his corner after the ninth round against Miguel Cotto during a WBA super welterweight title fight, Saturday, May 5, 2012, in Las Vegas. Mayweather won by unanimous decision. Miguel Cotto throws a flurry of punches against Floyd Mayweather Jr. in the seventh round during a WBA super welterweight title fight, Saturday, May 5, 2012, in Las Vegas. Miguel Cotto lands punches against Floyd Mayweather Jr. in the eighth round during a WBA super welterweight title fight, Saturday, May 5, 2012, in Las Vegas. Floyd Mayweather Jr. throws a punch against Miguel Cotto in the fifth round during a WBA super welterweight title fight, Saturday, May 5, 2012, in Las Vegas. Miguel Cotto leaves the ring after losing by unanimous decision to Floyd Mayweather Jr for his WBA super welterweight title, Saturday, May 5, 2012, in Las Vegas. Floyd Mayweather Jr., right, lands a punch against Miguel Cotto during a WBA super welterweight title fight, Saturday, May 5, 2012, in Las Vegas. Floyd Mayweather Jr. is doused with water in his corner between rounds during a WBA super welterweight title fight against Miguel Cotto, Saturday, May 5, 2012, in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/Eric Jamison) Floyd Mayweather Jr. walks back to his corner after the eighth round against Miguel Cotto during a WBA super welterweight title fight, Saturday, May 5, 2012, in Las Vegas. Miguel Cotto, left, and Floyd Mayweather Jr. exchange punches in the fourth round during a WBA super welterweight title fight, Saturday, May 5, 2012, in Las Vegas. Miguel Cotto, right, attacks Floyd Mayweather Jr. up against the ropes in the sixth round during a WBA super welterweight title fight, Saturday, May 5, 2012, in Las Vegas. Miguel Cotto throws punches against Floyd Mayweather Jr., right, in the fourth round during a WBA super welterweight title fight, Saturday, May 5, 2012, in Las Vegas. Floyd Mayweather Jr., right, lands a punch against Miguel Cotto in the fourth round during a WBA super welterweight title fight, Saturday, May 5, 2012, in Las Vegas. Miguel Cotto, left, pushes Floyd Mayweather Jr. up against the ropes as referee Tony Weeks steps in in the second round during a WBA super welterweight title fight, Saturday, May 5, 2012, in Las Vegas. Miguel Cotto, left, exchanges punches with Floyd Mayweather Jr. in the first round during a WBA super welterweight title fight, Saturday, May 5, 2012, in Las Vegas. Miguel Cotto, left, and Floyd Mayweather Jr. exchange punches in the second round during a WBA super welterweight title fight, Saturday, May 5, 2012, in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/Eric Jamison) Floyd Mayweather Jr., left, gets some last minute instructions from his trainer before fighting Miguel Cotto for the WBA super welterweight title, Saturday, May 5, 2012, in Las Vegas. Floyd Mayweather Jr. waves to boxing fans before facing Miguel Cotto for the WBA super welterweight title, Saturday, May 5, 2012, in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/Eric Jamison) Justin Bieber carries Floyd Mayweather Jr.'s title belts into the ring before a WBA super welterweight title fight against Miguel Cotto, Saturday, May 5, 2012, in Las Vegas.  Share  Tweet  ✖ Advertisement Share this ✖ close Current Slide More: Miguel Cotto Mayweather Cotto Score Cotto Mayweather Fight Floyd Mayweather Jr Mayweather vs Cotto Cotto Mayweather Score Cotto Mayweather Decision Cotto Mayweather Cotto Decision Floyd Mayweather Jr. vs. Miguel Cotto AP Mayweather Floyd Mayweather Jr. Miguel Cotto vs Floyd Mayweather Jr. Mayweather Cotto Fight Suggest a correction Around the Web Mayweather vs Cotto Mayweather vs Cotto Live Streaming Mayweather vs. Cotto: Round-by-round updates Mayweather Vs. Cotto Results Live: Carlos Quintana Knocks Out Deandre Latimore ... Mayweather Vs. Cotto: 'Sugar' Shane Mosley Unsure On Retirement Following Loss Mayweather Vs. Cotto Results Live: Live blog: Mayweather tops Cotto with decision Mayweather fends off Cotto with decision Suggested For You FOLLOW HUFFPOST Email Email Address Options The Morning Email Sports Get top stories and blog posts emailed to me each day.. Facebook HuffPost Sports Twitter HuffPost Follow Sports Follow Google Plus HuffPost Sports RSS Most Popular on HuffPost Latest News Sports All RSS / Feeds Phone Available on the App Store Android App on Google Play Get it at Blackberry App World From Our Partners ZergNet Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search Advertise Log In Make HuffPost your Home Page RSS Careers FAQ User Agreement Privacy Comment Policy About Us About Our Ads Contact Us Copyright ©2014 TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. "The Huffington Post" is a registered trademark of TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. All rights reserved. Part of Part of HPMG News Use this form to alert a HuffPost editor about a factual or typographical error in this story. Notify message * Required * * * What kind of error is this? Choose an option Factual or typographical Comment moderation problem Rights and permissions Other * What is the correction? 0 count Describe the error here (1,000 character limit) * Type the words below so we know you are not a cyborg Sign me up for The Morning Email Thank you!)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "#FunFriday Fact: #BC has the highest small business employment in Canada. October is Small Business Month! Check out: http://t.co/20bcLmlvFP" @bcliberals - 03:55pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/parents.aspx?id=3624&printPage=true,BCTF > Hassle-free homework for elementary students (and their parents)  	For parents  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > For Parents > Supporting Your Child's Learning Hassle-Free Homework for Elementary Students (and Their Parents) Sheila Wyse, Cariboo Chilcotin  Parents frequently express concerns to teachers about homework. They often expect homework assignments to involve spelling lists or arithmetic questions. Homework requiring the practice of isolated skills has less value than those activities that link children's school learning with their daily lives. This article outlines activities families can do at home to help their children make those connections.  Communication Everyone needs to express their thoughts, needs, and ideas in a clear manner that others will understand. Engage your children in conversation, asking about their friends or their day at school. Avoid questions to which children can give vague answers. "What did you do at school?" inevitably gets "Nothing" as a response. Ask specific questions about their P.E. class, the field trip, or a recent test. Showing interest in your children in this way yields positive results. Your children feel special because you are showing an interest in them and their activities. As well, you will be setting a pattern for communication that benefits the whole family as your children enter their teen years. Reading Select books to read aloud that are a higher level than your child can read independently. You are then able to help your child understand difficult concepts or vocabulary. Choose books from a variety of genre such as poetry, non-fiction, mysteries, or science fiction. The teacher-librarian at your child's school can recommend titles or your local public library may have book lists for different age groups. Writing Children need practice to develop their writing skills. While these skills are taught in class, there are not enough hours in the school day to provide the practice that ensures mastery and confidence. At home, children can write shopping lists, send letters to family members in other communities, send e-mail messages, keep a journal, or create cards for special occasions. Use an inexpensive notebook to create a personal dictionary for young children where they can record the correct spelling of frequently used words or people's names. Resist the urge to tell your children how to spell every word. They will become independent writers more quickly when they develop their own strategies for spelling unfamiliar words. Mathematics There are many activities that reinforce the understanding of mathematics in young children. Advertising flyers can be used to tally the cost of real, or imaginary, shopping lists. Cooking, sewing, and carpentry are a few examples of real world applications that help children understand measurement. Board games, card games, and dice games are all enjoyable activities that reinforce many number skills and encourage the use of problem solving strategies. Social Studies As children reach grade 3 they are beginning to develop an awareness of world events. Talk with your child about place names reported in the media. If possible, hang a world map in a central location in your home. As your child learns the names of places in a news story, mark them on the map. When you travel, mark your itinerary on a road map and have your child note distances between communities. If you are on an extended trip, encourage your child to keep a journal in which to record the weather, notes about particular places, or drawings of interesting sights. Your child is practising many important academic skills and is also creating a wonderful souvenir of your trip. This article cites a variety of activities that reinforce children's academic learning. Please consult your child's teacher for additional ideas or specific strategies to support your child.)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12752,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 1999 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 12, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 1999 Debunking the tax cutters by Murray Dobbin In what looks and sounds like a replay of the big deficit scare of the early ’90s, business think tanks, conservative politicians, and the daily press are calling for big tax cuts. Once you strip away the rhetoric—Canadians are over taxed, a tax cut will stimulate the economy, it will make Canada competitive—it is clear what the tax-cutters are really after. They are the same voices that have for years called for huge cuts to education, health care, and social spending. And how better to guarantee those cuts than to radically reduce the amount of tax revenue governments have? Much of what you hear on the tax issue is misleading, and some of it is deliberate deception. Here are a few facts about taxation in Canada. Contrary to what many commentators suggest, there is no “tax revolt” in Canada. Even in Ontario, in the middle of the last provincial election, 75% of those polled said they did not want more tax cuts—53% wanted that money spent on health and education, and 22% wanted it spent on bringing down the debt. Other polls confirm this attitude. Several suggest that a majority of Canadians would be willing to pay more taxes if the revenue went to health, education, child care, or alleviating child poverty. We often hear that Canada is among the highest taxed countries in the OECD (29 industrialized countries of the Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development). Wrong again. For the past 15 years, Canada has placed at the centre of those countries in terms of tax levels. Our taxes are considerably lower than most European countries’. Our personal income tax rates are higher than they are in the U.S.A. But looking beyond this simplistic comparison, there are some surprises. A study, Standard and Poor’s DRI, revealed that what Americans pay for health insurance has the effect of making our income-tax systems almost exactly the same. Canadians actually have a slightly higher disposable income than Americans. The median family in Canada had $30,000 CAN to spend after taxes compared with $29,500 CAN for the median American family. Corporations calling for corporate tax cuts call taxes “job killers.” Most jobs “killed” in Canada are the result of massive corporate layoffs. Canada’s taxes on corporations are the lowest in the G7. A study by KPMG comparing the U.S.A., Canada, GB, France, Germany, Italy, and Sweden showed that Canada had the lowest effective corporate tax rate (27.4% compared with the U.S.A. rate of 40%). We also had lower payroll taxes (EI, pension, etc.) and lower property taxes than the U.S.A. Tax-cutters say that across-the-board cuts will create jobs. But several studies demonstrate that increased government spending is a far more effective way of creating jobs. The Ottawa firm Informetrica demonstrated that $100 million spent on education and health care would create 70,000 jobs; on child care, 130,000 jobs. The same cut in corporate taxes would create just 22,000 jobs. The best performing tax cut would be a cut to the GST, which would result in 55,000 jobs. Everything from the so-called brain drain to alleged low productivity are being blamed on our “high taxes.” But the brain drain is largely propaganda. In 1997, we lost 8,000 university graduates to the U.S.A., but we gained 32,000 from other countries. Most of the brain drain is in health—thousands of nurses have gone to the U.S.A. because of massive cuts to medicare. And in high tech we have a relatively small net loss, due largely to the higher salaries and more plentiful opportunities of the giant American market. As for productivity, it has very little to do with tax levels. Standard and Poor’s study found that “low tax countries have widely varying productivity performances. This implies that there are a number of other factorsthat are important.” In any case, StatsCan figures show that Canada’s productivity growth rate has at least kept pace with the U.S.A. since 1961, and in recent years has surpassed it. The tax-cutters say we need to be competitive with other countries. But our taxes pay for medicare, one of the biggest advantages Canadian corporations have over their American counterparts. One study determined that in the auto industry, Canadian plants had an $8-an-hour advantage over American plants because of the high cost of health premiums American employers have to pay. The crisis in education funding is now a huge issue in American politics, and a recent poll showed that 70% of Californians (famous for their 1979 tax revolt) are now willing to pay more taxes to improve the education system. Do we in Canada have to experience the same crisis in public services to make us realize that taxes are the price we pay for a civilized society? Murray Dobbin is a research associate with the Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives. More information on the CCPA web site, www.policyalternatives.ca Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8846,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, Number 4, March 2004 No yard sale! by Gay Bruce When you retire, what will you do with your accumulated stuff? I was saved from the horrendous experience of first sorting through all the beloved paraphernalia that I had gathered in my 36-year career and then having to part with each bit piece by painful piece in a "yard-sale." Leaving everything to my elementary school for a tax receipt was the answer. I asked the AO (who asked the secretary treasurer of the school board) if a tax receipt would be possible and was told it was. The process went something like this: • An enthusiastic TOC thought sorting through my filing cabinet was the next best thing to Christmas morning. After each season and theme had been visited, I had her empty my filing cabinet and theme boxes. Things that she thought would be useful in the school were offered to the staff; otherwise they were hers. • Then I began sorting through my professional collection by loading a trolley with material for the staff to peruse. I tried to do a trolley load every week or two until that cupboard was bare. Staff selected items that they wanted catalogued in the school professional library. I could use books that I needed because they were still in the school. Any items left on the trolley were offered to TOCs, and the leftovers were discarded. • The art supplies that I had purchased were placed in the school art-supply cupboard. • The classroom library that I purchased over the years was left in place. I boxed the few items that I couldn’t live without, but I was completely out of the school by the last day school in June. It was relatively painless and quick! But best of all I’m not planning a yard sale of boxes and boxes of stuff in the basement that I wish I hadn’t kept. Instead I had a lovely tax receipt to apply to my 2002 income tax return! Gay Bruce is a retired Saanich teacher. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=25453,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > March 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 5, March 2012   Hands-on Japanese Canadian history at the National Nikkei Museum  By Naomi Horii   True or False: Being safe is more important than being free. Canadians treat each other fairly. It is okay to change the rules if you can explain why. People come to Canada because it is a better place to live. These questions are excerpts from a teachers’ resource guide entitled Internment and Redress: the Story of Japanese Canadians. It is part of a larger package of resources on Japanese Canadian history, called the Journeys Kit, which has been specially designed to meet the needs of teaching Japanese Canadian history in your classroom. The history of Japanese Canadians vividly reminds us all that human rights cannot be taken for granted, even in a democracy like Canada. Teachers can rent the kit from the Nikkei National Museum (NNM). The NNM is nestled within a hive of community activity—the multi-use National Nikkei Museum & Heritage Centre, in Burnaby. Alongside a rotating exhibits program and a dynamic research collection, the museum also offers community-engaged school programing for the intermediate and secondary grades through teacher resource kits and museum field trips. The NNM profoundly enriches the BC social studies curricula. In 2012, we will commemorate the 70th anniversary of Japanese Canadian internment. In early 1942, after the bombing of Pearl Harbor, over 22,000 Canadians of Japanese ancestry were registered as enemy aliens. The BC Security Commission carried out the systematic expulsion of Japanese Canadians within 100 miles of the BC coast. People living in rural areas were gathered up and sent to the Hastings Park holding centre before being sent into the interior. Families were separated; men were sent to road camps. From 1942–46, women, children, and grandparents were forced to live in harsh conditions in central BC. There were 10 main internment camps. The camp of Tashme was built in a field near Hope. Semi-abandoned mining towns or villages in the Kootenays—Greenwood, Rosebery, Kaslo, New Denver, Sandon, and Slocan—were used to house large numbers. New camps were built at Bay Farm, Lemon Creek, and Popoff. There were also several “self-supporting camps” for those considered to be a lower security threat: Minto Mines, Bridge River, East Lillooet, McGillivray Falls, and Taylor Lake. Men who objected to the relocation were sent to prisoner-of-war camps in Ontario, such as Petawawa or Schreiber. Some families went to the sugar beet fields in Alberta or Manitoba. A “Custodian of Enemy Property” initially held all land and property in trust, but later sold the confiscated property without the owner’s consent. After the war, community members were given the option to move east of the Rockies or go to Japan. In 1949, after receiving the right to vote, some people did return to BC, but had to restart their lives from scratch. In 1988, the Government of Canada made a formal apology and acknowledged injustices committed during the war. The Journeys Kit (available for either Grades 5/6, or 11) grapples with the tough history of Canada’s past treatment of Japanese Canadians with the aim to cultivate students’ critical thinking and promote the practice of equality. Intended as a whole unit of learning, the Journeys Kit is packed with primary and secondary source materials, including wartime posters and news articles, and related novels, DVDs, a 3D model of an internment camp house, and a comprehensive teaching and resource guide complete with lesson plans, activities, evaluation rubrics, and more. It is available for a three-week rental, for a small fee plus shipping. The kit has been sturdily designed for cheap and easy transport—so it is a great resource for teachers throughout BC and even across Canada. For classes in the Lower Mainland, there are two field-trip options: Japanese Culture, and Japanese Canadian History. The Japanese Culture program is a unique mix of hands-on activities and traditional Japanese arts led by Nikkei artisans (people of Japanese ancestry). Students experience several cultural practices such as Japanese tea ceremony, kimono wearing, and sumie painting. In the Japanese Canadian History program, students explore the interpretive learning centre, where they can interact with archival materials while participating in a facilitated activity and discussion period. Students also have a chance to discuss and hear stories shared by Japanese Canadian elders who lived through the internment. Classes have the option to order a bento box lunch to finish off their visit. As the education program co-ordinator, I know teachers who bring the Journeys Kit into the classroom are discovering the impact it has on students. The kit, alongside the online web resource, provides a rich material base where teachers can springboard students’ learning across social studies or specific teaching areas. This is also true with the school visit to the museum. Being able to explore the current exhibit, and interact with the museum community volunteers is powerful: Japanese Canadian history is complex, and it is so precious that there are elders willing to share their stories with youth today. What the museum offers students is a platform to connect the hard realities of the past to questions of the current day. The National Nikkei Museum & Heritage Centre is situated at the corner of Kingsway and Sperling in Burnaby, a short walk from the Edmonds Skytrain station. We are the only museum dedicated to the history, culture, and art of Japanese Canadians. The museum regularly develops topical exhibits, has amassed a large collection, presents regular cultural programs, and welcomes over 1,000 students for educational programs each year. Visit the website and learn more about current and upcoming exhibits and how to book a Journey’s Kit or a field trip for your class. For more information about NNM education programs, visit: jcnm.ca/education-programs   The NNM archive is partly available online, here: www.jcnm.ca/collections   Naomi Horii, education program co-ordinator, National Nikkei Museum   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/06/more-reasons-for-no-vote.html?showComment0751341028393673,Staffroom Confidential: More reasons for a "no" vote Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Thursday, June 28, 2012 More reasons for a "no" vote Victoria teachers met yesterday to take a look at the tentative agreement. Feelings are mixed. While there is certainly some sense of relief that the concessions are now off the table, there is also a strong concern that the agreement does little to address the concerns of teachers. After the meeting, he GVTA Executive Committee met and decided to recommend a "no" vote in Victoria. This agreement does not address the three issues identified as the highest priorities for Victoria teachers: 1 - class size & composition 2 - salary 3 - preparation time There is little in terms of improvements in this agreement. The compassionate care leave top-up will be accessed by very few teachers. To qualify, you must qualify for EI, which means a doctor must certify that the family member you are caring for is likely to die within six months. The unpaid family leave is already in the Employment Standards Act and is not a new benefit. It is simply being written in to the collective agreement. There are some improvements in benefits. However, the $2.6 million in additional monies for benefits is very little compared to either the $7.5 for CUPE in their negotiations or the $30 million saved by gov't during our three day strike. Finally, while this agreement provides zero and zero for salary, the gov't is currently offering 3 1/2 % over two years to the BCGEU. Having a settlement now will mean teachers will not be in negotiations at the same time as our public sector colleagues this fall. This could present a missed opportunity for joint action to contest the four years of "net zero" mandate while private sector and municipal workers are consistently seeing 2 - 3% annual increases. Some teachers argue that we should simply wait for a change in government. But I don't hear a commitment from the NDP on two important issues: returning class size/composition limits, and ending the "net zero" mandate. I have asked repeatedly for a commitment to these issues, but none has been made. In fact, my most recent question posed to NDP education critic Robin Austin has gone unanswered. I am concerned a "yes" vote gives a win to Christy Clark and tells any future government that if you want to squeeze public education and teachers, simply legislate their rights away and frighten them. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 9:09 AM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 2 comments: René MarcelJune 29, 2012 at 8:53 PM A "yes" vote not only hands the "Lie"berals a false sense of credit for a less-than adequate surprise deal made without our bargaining committee, but, if you actually read the breakdown of this net-zero deal, it appears that some districts in our province who have locally negotiated good benefits will stand to lose some of them!! If I had to grade this recent action by our provincial executive, I would have give a "not yet meeting minimal standards" grade and ask them to focus their priorities carefully. Then again, as one of my colleagues said, perhaps what Susan Lambert said about being bullied into this agreement is code for "vote no". I can sleep for doing just that.ReplyDelete Ian WenigerJune 30, 2012 at 7:53 AM A Yes vote was never about capitulating. Class size was never on the table at all, and Bill 22 made sure of that. I disagree that members with more lucrative benefits will now lose them. The most important thing about the AiC was the removal of the vicious anti-union language. Read more at: http://www.unionbook.org/group/bc-teachers-solidarity-page/forum/topics/better-late-than-never-vote-yes-for-the-aic-so-we-can-take-back Solidarity Ian in East VanReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ▼  June (9) Will the NDP be better for teachers? More reasons for a "no" vote Attn: BCTF - Why I will be voting no School choice and special needs Why did Scott Walker win? Personalized learning, choice, and democracy Solidarity with Quebec students Why seniority matters Is "no zeros" just gaming the stats? ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11512,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 19, Number 5, March 2007 Putting "pizza party" math to rest by David Stocker Using social justice issues to teach math engages, stimulates students. A snail is climbing a tree 10m high. Every day, the snail climbs 3m Each night, it slides back 2m. How many days will it take the snail to reach the top of the tree? That’s one committed snail. The only problem is, nobody in my Grade 7 and 8 math classes cares one bit how fast that snail makes it to the top of the tree. I don’t blame them. Open any of the math textbooks or glance through the professional magazines and you’ll find that middle school is a wasteland of "pizza party" math. Objects in students’ lives (pizzas, coins, bikes, and yes, even snails) are used to "do math upon." This is misleadingly called "real-life math" and the reason it’s so common is that real-life material is concrete and relevant and so supposedly makes learning easier. Surely, however, there is more to real life than rummaging around in kitchen closet to find the volume of the Twinkies box or the can of ravioli. A distinction must be made between using things in the world around us to do math upon, and using math to understand the world around us. One is deceitfully artificial; the other is dangerous, for it encourages people to think, and perhaps to intervene, in their reality. Is youth crime on the rise? Why do some of the wealthiest countries of the world have infant mortality rates similar to developing countries? Will privatization make our hospitals work better? What do marketing claims actually mean? Do IMF and World Bank policies create poverty? Why is buying something cheap at the local super store problematic? Are minimum-wage McJobs a natural rite of passage into the working world? What do people mean when they say "peace is everyone’s business, war is just business?" These are all questions that will not be adequately answered without the ability to do statistical analysis, to use very large numbers confidently, to identify patterns and relationships and distinguish between correlation and causation, to point out where ideology and measurement converge, and to convey complicated ideas in comprehensible ways. In other words, these are all mathematical questions. Outside of the classroom, the idea of using social justice content to teach math is usually met with bemused that’s-kind-of-a-stretch smiles and polite small talk. It’s no wonder, though, that the crucial connections between justice issues and math are invisible—they have not been taught. Local community issues having to do with everything from race to class, sexuality to immigration, and employment to social services are divorced from a global political and economic context. Author and educator Alfie Kohn is fond of asking the questions ": Cui bono?": who benefits? Inside the classroom, the discussion crackles. What do you mean that famines can be human-made? How many times greater is corporate welfare in Canada than social assistance spending? The workers in China who made my shoes earn what percentage of the price I paid for them? Who gets the remainder? Disbelief. Outrage. Further questions. Where can I learn more? What can be done? How will we change this? Although it’s not usually a popular idea, what you do in the classroom is always political. There’s no avoiding the selection of some materials over others, and what you don’t teach speaks just as much or more than what you do. "Pizza party" math is not a neutral use of class time, because it uses up opportunities for students to engage with their real worlds, to discuss change and possibilities. The good news is that real-life material does make learning easier, even learning about the expectations laid out carefully in the curriculum documents. The challenge is to put the pizza party math to rest, and to replace it with something worth doing. This article printed by the CCPA in February 2005, was reprinted with the author’s permission in The Global Educator, newsletter of the BC Teachers for Peace and Global Education, Winter 2006/07. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7084&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 1, September 2005 New web site: bctf.ca/TeachingtoDiversity A joint project of: BCTF Research, Special Education Association Learning Assistance Teachers’ Association English as a Second Language Provincial Specialist Association It’s September, and you have a brand new class of students. Whether elementary, middle, or secondary, the reality of your classes means a diversity of students and student needs. How do you address all their needs? In December 2004, BCTF launched the Teaching to Diversity web page to provide access to information, resources, and contacts for teachers and all those who support the needs of learners in the B.C. public school system. At this stage, the web page focus is on information relevant to meeting the needs of students who receive special education, learning assistance, or ESL services but who are, for the most part, included in mainstream classrooms. Whether you are a regular classroom teacher or a specialist support teacher, this site provides links to information that will support your teaching. Find out about current resources for a variety of issues, download checklists, find easy-to-implement strategies, and many ways to include all students in learning. The web page has been developed by the BCTF with three provincial specialist associations&151;English as a Second Language PSA (ESLPSA), Learning Assistance Teachers’ Association (LATA), and Special Education Association (SEA). Through networking and sharing of information with a variety of people around the province, this web site continually changes and grows to support the work of all teachers. Web site features of interest Resource inventory The bulk of the web site’s information is stored here and includes information regarding profiles of learner needs, Ministry of Education designations, documentation (IEPs and school-based team), assessment of student learning, lesson plans, and a plethora of resources related to specific disabilities, adaptations and modification, strategies, collaboration and teamwork, and transitions. Glossary When teaching students with a diversity of needs, it is helpful for overall understanding to have a common language. This extensive glossary will help you become more familiar with the terms used. Provincial policies/reports B.C.-related policies from the Ministry of Education, BCTF/ CUPE, and the School Superintendent’s Association. Sample scenarios Become familiar with the web site through some specific scenarios that you may encounter in your class. The primary classroom teacher whose class includes a student with autism, ESL students in an intermediate classroom, helping resource teachers advise classroom teachers on how to work with teacher assistants. Pro D Expanding your knowledge base and expertise takes a concerted effort. Listed in this section are a wide variety of choices including after-school or full-day workshops, special conferences or seminars, university courses, and online courses. Links Links on a variety of topics--parent support groups, school district student support services, colleges offering teacher assistant training or special education post-secondary courses, sports and leisure activities for students. Online journals Access and links to free journals like the Council for Exceptional Children, Early Childhood Education Journal, International Journal of Special Education and International Reading Association, Journal of Autism and Developmental Disorders, Learning Disabilities Online, and Pro-Ed Inc. Monthly highlights New additions to the web site, or links and information you don’t want to miss! E-mail discussion group The teaching-to-diversity mailing list is available for you to network with other educators and professionals willing to share their expertise or ask questions of each other. It’s a quick way to connect with a variety of professionals with only a few keystrokes! B.C. projects Projects involving B.C. teachers’ inclusive approaches. Initial reports are from teachers in Prince George, Nanaimo, and Coquitlam, and focus on mentoring/professional conversation support groups for resource teachers, IEPs, year-at-a-glance calendar for resource teachers, Universal Design for Learning, and the use of Boardmaker. Parent support This section, as well as others in the web page, may be useful for parents. Listed are many parent-focused resource materials, books, videos, and support groups. We welcome your input. To suggest content, contact Karen Horner at khorner@dccnet.com. For other inquiries about the web page, contact Charlie Naylor, BCTF Research at cnaylor@bctf.ca.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12878,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2000 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 12, Number 7, May/June 2000 GSAs by Nancy Knickerbocker Supporters of Gay/ Straight Alliances say these clubs would provide a place of safety and support for youth whose educational success and personal well-being is damaged on a daily basis by homophobia in the hallways and classrooms of B.C. schools. Samantha Pothier, a 1999 graduate of John Oliver Secondary in Vancouver, believes a GSA in her school would have made a huge difference for her. She was taunted “20 times a day” throughout her high school years, but by the end of Grade 12 she decided she wasn’t living a lie any longer, and she came out to her four closest gal pals. Two dropped her right away, but the other two remain fast friends. One special teacher helped her through. “She really made a difference for me,” Potheir recalled. “When I came out she was so okay with it. That helped me a lot. I was feeling suicidal… but having her accept me, having that support, really helped me become who I am. That’s what enabled me to be here today, in the front row, standing up to this bigotry.” Pothier feels strongly that our schools are not doing a good enough job of preventing homophobic bullying. One of the best reasons for having a gay/straight alliance, she said, is that students will “be able to talk openly, and be able to challenge teachers who don’t do anything to counter ‘faggot’ name-calling.” Many times she has wished a teacher would react to such slurs with a quick intervention. “It’d be great if teachers would start coming down on these kids. They should just say, ‘That’s simply not acceptable,’ and give them something like a week of garbage duty.” Pothier believes action has to come not only from teachers, but from principals, vice-principals, and support workers too. “I think professional development days should address these issues for everyone in schools.” And, she says, parents have to examine their hearts and open their minds. “You have some parents who kick their kids out of the house when they find out they’re gay, lesbian, bisexual, or transgendered. These people keep thinking they can change us. Why would anybody choose homosexuality against their will? So people like these can hate you? So you can lose friends? So your parents can kick you out?” Pothier says the year since she finished high school and came out as a proud young lesbian woman has been a time of tremendous intellectual growth and personal liberation. “I’m tired of living in fear,” she said. “Nothing’s holding me back now.” She has plans to enrol in Langara College in the fall. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2014/09/tentative-agreement-yes-or-no.html?showComment0751410928221757,Staffroom Confidential: Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, September 16, 2014 Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Despite what I know was a herculean effort on the part of our bargaining team, I very much hope that BC teachers will vote no to the tentative agreement. After five weeks of strike, and twelve years of legal battles, this is not the deal that will restore sanity to public education and it is not a fair deal for teachers and students. Just as teachers in Saskatchewan rejected a deal to ensure a better outcome, I hope BC teachers will consider a no vote to let our team know we have to go back to the bargaining table. Class size, composition The agreement provided a modified LIF fund starting at $75 million per year and increasing to $85 by the last year. It is for teachers only, which will mean a slight improvement in Districts where sizeable portions were spent on Education Assistants or senior District staff rather than teachers. However, in an average size District like Victoria (20,000 students, 1,000 teachers), this will translate into about 5-10 more teachers. That is one for every five schools. To put it in comparison, Justice Griffin's judgement estimated the lost funding due to lost class size language at about $330 million in current dollars. (Read more here about the proposed Education Fund.) I heard so many teachers speak up about the need to ensure that we do not return to over-crowded classes when the strike ends. This agreement does very little to alleviate what is the most pressing issue. Throwing away the court victory The agreement provides a "reopener" in the event we win on appeal our class size language. What this means is that the language returns, but is not implemented until new language is negotiated. Without the actual implementation of the returned language, there will be very little incentive for the government to bargain it back. We would essentially be back in the very same position we are in today, with government trying to bargain it out and us trying to bargain it back in. In my opinion, even if we were legislated back to work we would be in a superior position. If we won the appeal the government would then be forced to implement the language. We are thus throwing away our historic court victory and the bargaining pressure it potentially creates. The reopener is really only mildly less offensive than E80. In both cases, we have to bargain back what was illegally taken from our contract and the government will probably never have to restore it. In fact, the "reopener" creates the perfect opportunity for government to lock us out to try and force us to agree to something far inferior. Throwing away the remedy for the last twelve years The agreement provides $105 million to compensate for grievances over-sized classes for the last twelve years. Using Justice Griffin's estimates, our loss is roughly $300 million times 12 = over $3 billion. I cannot fathom how $105 million is a fair compromise. The BCTF's original proposal to put this money back into the system was a more fair and productive approach. This agreement means we can no longer go to the courts for a fair remedy. Wages The agreement is very close to government's original offer. While I would be willing to accept this if the class size language was returned, teachers should not be taking such a significant monetary loss without the commensurate gain in working conditions. We have lost roughly 12% of our annual salary. We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut. Minimal improvements There are very minimal improvements in preparation time for elementary teachers (10 minutes per week), and TTOC daily rate. The TTOC daily rate change may depend on your grid placement. It could actually be a wage loss for long term TTOCs who are above category 5 and step 7. There is also $11 million in health and dental benefits. At 40,000 members, this is $275 each. Hardly worth consideration in the context of the rest of the agreement. What next? There are a variety of options if we vote no. We can continue the strike. We can choose to return to work and continue bargaining. We do not, and should not, accept an agreement that doesn't meet our needs and doesn't meet the needs of students and public education. When Saskatchewan teachers rejected the first deal which had 5.5% wage increases over four years, the second deal had 7.3% increases over four years. They have said this still isn't good enough. For us, our main issue is classroom conditions. We need to say this isn't good enough. The way to do that is to vote no. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 7:48 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 124 comments: Troy MooreSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:17 PM The EC recommendation states the open clause will be argued from restored language. However, selling our grievances for nothing as the 105 million is strike savings, is plenty of reason to vote no. Further, no composition caps, but a fund controlled by Superintendents is enough reason to vote no. Thursday I will vote no.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:06 PM Re-opener also says "education fund" in place until new language bargained, so old language can disappear forever.Delete Reply Mme RousseauSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:33 PM Government starved us to death hoping we'd vote yes to whatever deal they'd offer. Planned it from the start.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:07 PM We can sill choose (collectively) to return to work if we reject this deal. Many options.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:09 PM Great analysis, Tara! I think that returning to work would be a bad idea. This will frustrate parents more if they need to find new ways to deal with taking care fo kids. USe the money given to you by the other unions. I am a teacher who had to quit for stress over the terrible condition of work (split FI grade 4/5, several low LD kids with little support, one severe with no support, 2 gifted (no support), and a principal who expected me to teach 2 separate social studies AND science programs)Delete Reply Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:56 PM Good points by all but the gov't succeeded in starving my family out and completly breaking us. I will be voting YES and live to fight another dayReplyDelete Replies schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:21 PM 'Fight another day'? In the last twelve years that we have been pushing back against this government, never has the tide tide been so much with teachers, class size/composition, and public education - and never has the government been pushed back onto the ropes (especially with the call for binding arbitration). What 'other day' is being proposed that we wait for? Now is the time. Vote 'no' and give the BCTF bargaining team a renewed mandate to get a decent deal for students and teachers.Delete Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:10 PM "Another day" means to wake up and realize that 2more weeks means my family of 5 could lose our home. It means I will do all I can to recall Cc, Factbender, and other mla's, and maybe even having "a guy I know" have a chat with them. In year 1 of their reign, I don't believe they even know what "the ropes" are. I will vote YES ...for my family, and I can live with thatDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:12 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply Karen FergusonSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:03 PM Just a question: When the Saskatchewan teachers voted no, had they already been on strike for 5 weeks?ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM No. They are working with no contract. They are not on strike.Delete Shannon DavisSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:23 AM I am a Saskatchewan teacher. We are not on strike; we are currently in the conciliation process after voting "no" to 2 previous offersDelete Reply "Mama Rose"September 16, 2014 at 9:27 PM Can we truly return to work without agreeing and continue bargaining? When I suggested returning to work a few weeks ago, the answer was "being on strike puts pressure on the gov't and without pressure they have no reason to settle." And can you explain more how legislating us back would be better than agreeing to this deal? And finally, why would the BCTF executive put forward a deal that was not a good one?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:30 PM Because they need confirmation of the resolve of the membership to get something better. That is what a no vote does.Delete Reply Troylana MSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:28 PM some great points to ponder, tara......thinking thinking....ReplyDelete schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:43 PM If we vote 'no' to the tentative deal we still have options: We'd not have a contract. But we could... a) strike with full picket lines b) partially strike with phase 1 (work-to-rule) in schools c) partially strike with periodic/rotating job action d) continue negotiating e) return to work and re-escalate strike f) some/all of the above ReplyDelete Replies Caroline MackenzieSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:21 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:14 PM a) will expedite matters (I say less that 3 days)Delete Reply danabjornsonSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:05 PM I am thinking that a legislated, crappier contract would only be in effect for 2 years max (before elections...). If we take this offer, then we will be agreeing to this pseudo-E80. Should we win the court case (which we likely will), we will have to settle on the terms of the THIS negotiated contract which doesn't actually restore learning conditions; it simply allows for those conditions to be negotiated. If we say n, then we default to the 2002 contract, which DOES restore the language. A "yes" vote is saying that we are good on "crumbs"; a "no" vote is saying we want an actual meal. That's my understanding, anyway. Please correct me where I am wrong, Tara. :)ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:44 PM And word is IF they legislate, they could opt to legislate back Grade 10-12 only causing the union to have to lay off all teachers and re-hire based on seniority. That will tear the union at the seams pitting teacher against teacher for those positions. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:17 PM There will be a general strike if that were to happen! They better not do this. They will regret it.Delete Reply imaginefunlearningSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:09 PM Some good points on the background of our fight over the past 12 years, which I have been actively engaged in; however we need to recognize the climate we are in. We are not in Sask. people! We have just come through a very long summer!! We need to thank our @bctf bargaining team & recognize the toll this has taken on all of us & our families. I don't have the luxury of more time on the strike line. This may be as good as it gets. Let's read the agreement and consider getting back to work and making some $ again! That's my 2 cents worth, which would come in really handy right now!!!ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:18 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply RobSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:11 PM Go back in work to rule mode. Work this winter to recall every Liberal MLA. ThAt is the only way to apply pressure to these criminals. ReplyDelete Replies Kate RestonSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:03 PM Recall! Not sure who won the battle but the war is still onDelete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:14 AM Well said Kate... I agree 100%Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:20 PM I think say NO and a better deal will be done in less than 3 days. These guys are not criminals, they are lower than that. I bet they get a sick pleasure in hurting the kids and the teachers.Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:31 PM An official recall is in the works: https://www.facebook.com/groups/316129595235450/?fref=ts Please consider joining.Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:26 AM Leah - do you honestly think anyone who voted BC Liberal did so thinking that they would act any differently on the education file?Delete Reply JJSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:16 PM I am glad to see other members who share my views. I am outraged at a 1.2 percent "raise" in salary per year that doesn't even meet inflation of currently 2%. I feel used and abused.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:23 PM Not to mention all of the other pittance! I am actually surprised that Iker asked teachers to vote on this! Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:18 PM Hi Tara Thanks for the summary! Will we be able to vote NO to the deal, but vote YES to returning to work? Will there be three options when we vote Thursday? Why did the BCTF agree to a substandard deal for us? If we vote no to a deal that was recommended to us, the teachers look like the bad guys and public approval will plummet. I am very disappointed and frustratedReplyDelete Replies KataSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:12 AM Public approval will not necessarily plummet. I have seen strikes where the membership has voted against the executive's "best results to date", and ended up with a better offer. This offer is an insult. The $300 million will not bring funding to the national average (I believe). More importantly, the wage offer is half of the average wage increase for public and private workers (StatsCan). Delete Reply MontySeptember 16, 2014 at 10:19 PM Thank you, Tara. My thoughts too, more clearly expressed. As well, Thursday is too soon to vote, too soon to vote, too soon to vote........ReplyDelete Richard ChalkeSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:21 PM Vote no and lose every shred of public support...just sayin!ReplyDelete Replies UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:31 AM I am a member of the public and would support a "no" vote. js!.Delete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:01 AM Richard Chalke, NO you won't! I am a mother with 3 adopted special needs children who need to be in a class that is designed for them and others like them (my kids are academically slightly delayed but their issues are more social and behavioural) where they can receive the education they deserve taught in a way they can comprehend. I will speak now for all the parents I know, and we will support the teacher's if they continue to fight for our children's best interest.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:28 PM It might not be pretty at first, but once we explain things (and I hope the Mandarin-speaking teachers flood the Richmond organization that voiced their concerns), they will back us. The 3 billions that the judge came to is the first I hear about. This should be stated to every newsmedia comment section in the province. Minimize pickets and flood those outlets with commenters, just like the Liberals do. Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:45 PM I am a member of the public and a single Mother of a child in the public school system. You will NOT lose one bit of my support if you vote no. I know that you are sacrificing so that my child can have a better education, and I am most grateful for it. Having said that, I also know that you are exhausted and broke. I have been dreading that you may have to settle for less than what you (we) deserve because the government succeeded in breaking you. I am not in your shoes, so cannot judge. If the vote is a yes, I understand and I am still behind you. Delete Reply Alison RocheSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:25 PM It is a crap deal. It's always a crap deal. Once you raise the stakes to striking, anything else is a cave in. The last time we walked out was the 3 day illegal strike where I threw away 1200$ and got EXACTLY the same contract I had the year before. The BCTF called it a win because they didn't rip up MORE of my contract. Ridiculous. There are a few of us that believe that working to contract, doing 100% of your teaching job and nothing more (like paying for supplies out of your own pocket or EC) is the only way teachers will survive this government. What if they get re-elected again? Then what? Teachers have lost thousands to these clowns to make "statements" about the state of public education in this province. We can't keep sacrificing ourselves and our families. And in the meantime, you talk to parents about why you have to take this crappy road. Because up until this strike they mostly didn't care about the state of education, but god forbid you didn't run a Sports Day. Then suddenly they wanted to know what the hell was going on. Keep the conversation going in schools. Attend your PAC meetings and stop enabling this govt to underfund and overwork the system. And still get paid!ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:20 AM I am very excited at the prospect of returning to my beloved job on Friday. However I will NOT continue to put my personal money into my classroom and I will be seriously reconsidering my involvement in extra curriculars. I think we shoot ourselves in the foot with all the unpaid work we so willingly volunteer to do. Delete Reply FCSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:38 PM I heard a rumour last week from a loose lipped government insider that after the 22nd, depending on the outcome of the negotiations the Liberals were going to announce a 3 step process. I was not clear if this was based on 3 steps to resolve the strike (perhaps the 3rd step is legislation??) or 3 steps to overhaul the education system, either way, they will settle it outright. I wish you all luck and all the information that you need to make a sound decision of what you feel is best.ReplyDelete Replies Lisa BurrowsSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:53 PM I have heard similar rumours. On the 23rd, the gov. was planning on introducing a $6000 per year voucher system for 3 choices: an academic or trades program, or something called EducationCanada. Not clear whether their intention was to privatize the public system, de-certify teachers and hire them back under new wage/benefits. Not clear where these rumours originated from. Maybe fear tactics to get teachers to vote yes. In any event, I plan on voting yes. I signed up to be a teacher, not a martyr. This strike has cost us a lot. We need to regain our livelihood and hopefully continue the conversation about class composition. We have at least awakened many people to the issue, and the court case is still an avenue that could eventually improve teaching and learning conditions.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:33 PM I urge all teachers to fight and say NO to this deal. Retired teacher who had to retire because horrendous work conditions. Make me proud. They will not last long if you say NO! I know this is tough, but there is money and I hear that Van City does offer loan at low to 0 %. Banks do allow you to miss a mortgage payment. Go talki to your banker.Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM Will school districts require teachers to make up missed days, as suggested in the media? Will the school calendar be changing to make up for the missed three weeks and if so will we be made aware of those changes PRIOR to the vote? ReplyDelete KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:41 PM "Wages..... We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut." And that is the cost of going on strike!!! There is nothing that can be done about that. You cannot go on strike and put up the raise you want every week to compensate for your time on strike - it doesn't work that way.ReplyDelete Replies Drew StevensonSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:59 AM I believe the missing "..." Suggests that they meant to refer to the losses against inflation since the last wage step increase. Thus this contract does not allow us to recover the buying power lost to inflation since the last non contract or "0%" year. Add those up and compare against the proposed increase and you see that by the end of the contract, we won't be able to afford the same value of goods (loaves of bread, watts of energy, litres of gas) that we could at the end of the last contracts term. It was not a comment about wages that were lost in the strike. Those are really small potatoes when compared to the grinding power of inflation over years and years. The next contract will use this latest for a bench mark so these losses to inflation will grind at all teachers for as long as they teach. A death of a thousand cuts to our ability to afford basic goods and services. Any raise less than inflation is a cut to the value placed on us and on our ability to pay our bills. Delete Reply Ed SSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:09 PM Having lost $20,000 (including summer school wages) as the single income for a family of five is far too much; I will be voting YES to the deal, unless the independently wealthy teachers out there who wish to continue the strike will pay my bills and mortgage for me.ReplyDelete Replies Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:14 PM I feel ya. Yes for meDelete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:18 AM Ed S. With all due respect (and I mean that), how did you lose $20,000 in the strike? Teachers were out 2 weeks (all out) before they were supposed to be in June, and now 3 weeks for the start of school? It is my understanding that teachers don't get paid through the summer months. Please correct me if I'm wrong, wherever I'm wrong. Shouldn't you have been financially alright for the summer months at least? Also all teachers knew this strike had a possibility of extending into the new school year but no one teacher budgeted for this possibility? I'm truly just trying to get a clear picture of where this all stems. NO disrespect intended.Delete BlairSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:12 AM Kelly, not Ed but if you look at the numbers there was the 10% lockout haircut in May/June plus the loss of most of June and the loss of much of September. In our 1 teacher (1 non) household we calculated a $9 K - $10 K loss so far. If you add summer school earnings you can easily make the loss in the $20 k zone. As for budgeting, we budget for the summer, but did not expect the 10% haircut, nor the loss of June/Sept days which completely messed our budgeting calculations. A very good friend (single teaching mother) was crushed by the loss of the June income and is without a penny today.Delete Mr. SmoothSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:35 PM The only one who didn't get a haircut was Jim Iker... and he needs one more than anyone else. What's with that over-coiffed 70"s mullet Jim? Does wonders for the BCTF brand image!Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:55 PM Jim's hair is not open for discussion in a respectful space like this. As for his salary, he is a teacher who does not get paid when we are on strike.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:04 PM Totally agree!Delete Reply Mr. GSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:24 PM If I thought they could do any better I would agree with voting NO, but you have to be realistic. The BCTF does not use professionals to bargain and always ends up with much less than they promise the membership when asking for a strike vote. While this is not a great deal for teachers, I really think you're fooling yourself if you think it'll get any better.ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:02 AM BCTF needs to be replaced with younger more adept representatives and advocates. Also, we should be hiring professional contract negotiators - you don't go into battle with cut throat corporate types with a wooden knife. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:37 PM This is BAD deal! Say NO to it and show those (expletives) that we will not take it anymore! Come on! Show them that teachers have a spine! They will respect us, oddly!Delete Reply retaSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:51 PM I agree with Richard. Those in the public that are uniformed would be furious, and there are many teachers who just can't afford to use their wages as their voice any longer - too much has already been donated to the government. In my opinion, the deal is pretty lame. I am sitting on the fence.ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:24 AM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:26 AM So true!!! I cannot afford to fight this battle for public education any longer. Why is this my personal and professional obligation??? However I think this deal is weak weak weak. I also think its the best we are going to get. Ideologically I'm on the fence but my wallet will vote YES.Delete Reply SirThinksToo MuchSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:54 PM My wife and I will be voting "Yes" on Thursday for it is the middle path. The easy path would have been for us to go back to school with E-80 & E-81 over our heads. The difficult path would be for us to vote "No" and put our mortgage at risk and having to continue asking retired parents for handouts to feed a family with three kids. The middle path is the wisest choice for us considering the current political climate in which those who do not teach are the quickest to judge it harshly.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:41 PM I understand that this is really tough for you! I almost died teaching a few month ago. I had to quit. Please consider holding on and say no. Remember the short loss in salary will be offset in the LONG-RUn by better salary increase. This is a joke! They will be laughing at you even more if we accept this. This is a very bad deal! However, I do respect your position!Delete Reply DaleSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:16 AM Why would classroom conditions be better on October 9th after being legislated back? We have been outplayed because of our stubborn refusal to outdated, tired old tactics. It is because of these actions that have led us to this terrible deal. Time to reset, regroup and stock up for the long haul. Can't do it if half the members commit hara kiri on themselves. We are a union of professionals not a cult. ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:49 AM Could not agree more.Delete schreck!September 17, 2014 at 9:44 AM Could you please advise which tactics you believe could have been used to secure a superior deal?Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:47 AM Full disclosure: I'm a BC Liberal supporter. The only people who would benefit from a NO vote are the BC Liberals. Teachers would be bargaining with no leverage whatsoever and would be viewed by a large segment of the population as unreasonable. The BC Liberals then get portray themselves as the only party capable of dealing with the BCTF. schreck! says that the BCTF has the government on the ropes, but he couldn't be farther from the truth. The government wants people to view the BCTF as their primary opponent. Disputes like this just shore up the BC Liberal base and protect its right flank. Any half-baked recall campaign will only reinforce that. It's true teachers aren't going to recoup the lost wages from the strike. I would suggest to you that that means this job action was probably not in teachers' interests, especially without any sort of appreciable strike fund. This is the best deal teachers were ever going to get with this government and people should have been able to recognize that in June. If you want my advice (which you probably don't), it would be to spend the next 5 years building up a strike fund, electing better leaders, and hiring a professional negotiating team. Don't bring a knife to a gunfight and expect things to go well. Focus on getting the best deal you can from whoever the government is rather than trying to change the government, the HST, Kinder Morgan or a thousand different issues that distract from education and erode the union's finances further. You'd be doing yourself a favour, and probably doing the NDP a favour at the same time. Also, if schreck! is David Schreck, you can thank his opposition to STV for the last two BC Liberal majorities. I know I do.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:11 PM One step would be to stop making political contributions to the NDP. This only contributes to the childish animosity and lack of trust that has constantly characterized negotiations. How else can the Socreds/Liberals view teachers except as enemies when they so publicly support their opponents. This stupid confrontational immature approach has to STOP!!!!! Education should not be a political fight when it is so obviously a valuable benefit to our society. It was an NDP government that legislated teachers back to work in 1993. Stop making education a political fight.Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:10 PM I don't think they have to go that far. CUPE and the Nurses still contribute to the NDP yet they don't have the same acrimonious relationship. CUPE and the Nurses just make their members their priority, and broader advocacy second.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:55 PM Ryan (possibly a Liberal paid commenter), with all due respect, I disagree with you. The cumulative increase in lieu of this will be better. Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can. I say to Iker, ask for 6% over 3 years because these people love to play the 15% over 15 year game to make it so big on the surface. Some people think that this is 15% every year. Believe me! I have seen it in comment sections. Others believe that the 15% is too high not understanding that they must divide things over the duration of the contract. It is time that we play it smarter. It is time to put the foot down and ask for money given to us by other unions, if it is needed. Banks can accept one late mortgage payment. It would be suicidal for them to not help. Imagine the possible damage if that ever leaks out. They could lose a lot in teacher money. I for one would pull my money out of a bank in support! Teachers are going to show this government that we have a spine! Enough is enough! Aren't you tired of being treated like kids? (Retired teacher who almost died in a car accident because of work conditions that were horrendous. I had to quit.)Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 AM Not paid by the BC Liberals. I pay them actually... :/ I imagine astroturfers of any affiliation wouldn't disclose their bias. "Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can." How did that work in May 2013? If the teachers reject a contract that their own union endorsed, it will make teachers seem unreasonable. Whether that perception is true or fair is irrelevant. It's what will happen, and teachers will be weaker as a result. Take my advice. Build up a strike fund and focus on the internal governance of the BCTF for the next 6 years. You'll be better off for it. Or not. I don't mind you or others making it easier for the party I support to get elected. I'd just rather not see kids and teachers hurt in the process.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:37 AM Ah! The "don't-hurt-kids" card, hey, when you have underfunded education for 12 years! WOW! That takes the cake! Are your trolling? Oh! You are serious? :) Would you be surprised if I don't follow your advice, considering your lack of logic? Would you be surprised if others don't follow your advice? It is ttue that bullies like you and your ilks love to show who is the boss, who is the teacher now! I suspect that is at the root of the problem! No one wants to fail in school! No one wants to get the strap! Sad that today's teachers don't like it too! But, who cares, we are ... teachers! We deserve it! BAH! BAH! BAH!Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:22 PM That's fine. I look forward to another 16 years of BC Liberal government.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:41 PM 16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate! Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan! Sociopaths do that!Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 9:35 AM "16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate!" 16 years of our opponents still don't understand why they lost. Like I said, that's fine with me. If I said the Liberals would be in power for at least another 13 years back in 2004 you probably would have laughed too. Heck, if I told you on May 13 last year that the BC Liberals would be reelected on May 14 you'd probably have laughed too. And you were wrong. Why is that? Answer that question if you want the NDP to win the next election. Without a correct answer to it, the NDP's cause is hopeless. "Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan!" You feel they are flawed, and that's fine. I don't go around calling people who disagree with me sociopaths, nor do I accuse them of being paid shills. But I also don't feel much need to address your ad hominems. There are logical arguments to support your position, but argumentum ad hominem is not one of them. It's a textbook logical fallacy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 1:15 PM Ah! Now I get it! It is all ego-based! You think because you voted the winning party that you are a winner and we are losers! You think because you predicted that the Liberals would win, you are winner. That does not make YOU a winner or the Liberals! It is called DEMOGRAPHICS, you expletives. The baby boomers are getting old and because they have more assets and won't make a whole lot more for too long, they need to vote a govn't who is going to do just that! It is not rocket science! WOW! You think you are so superior when your party stole an election with 47% of the popular vote. That's not a majority and your party should not have been elected. BTW, did you delete from your ethical memory the words Ethnic voting scandal? The field is slanted and you know it. However, you are so willing to minimize, forget the scams and bad fairplay tactics like a sociopath is allowed to minimize or ignore his or victims emotions that you don't see that you are the loser, we are the victim of your constant bullying. 1% wage increases after years of 0% increases and you can justify that when Yahoo reports that the average Canadian can hope to get 2.5% this and next year: https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html You Liberals behave like fascists, but we can't call you that because that's not allowed! Well! Guess what? It is and you are. Live with it! You keep on dreaming you are a genius! :) I am retired, getting soon a nice pension, and laughing at you from a beach somewhere! AHAHA! Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 2:14 PM What's with the name calling Peter? For someone claiming to be retired you really don't show the wisdom of age. For someone who talks about logic, you use logical fallacies like ad hominems a lot too. It's a fair point that the BC Liberals didn't get a majority of the vote (and I'm a very big supporter of electoral reform). The BC Liberals + Conservatives did though, and I don't think it's realistic to expect the BC Conservatives to have been more generous had they been part of government. Last time I checked I just voted. I didn't "victimize" anyone. Perhaps your rage is misplaced. If you think the election was "stolen" I'm afraid I have to question your grasp on reality though. "Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?" I'm glad you'll have a pleasant retirement Peter. I have no ill will towards you. I'm not sure why you think I do. I'm not saying people were *right* to vote BC Liberal. That's a matter of opinion. All I'm saying is people *did* vote BC Liberal. More voted BC Liberal than BC NDP for the last 5 elections in a row actually. You need to understand why that happened in order to change it for the next election. Clearly you're not interested in that though. Which is fair enough. Just remember next time you're upset about something the BC Liberals do that your lack of interest is part of why the BC Liberals get elected at all.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 3:23 PM I love your culture --or the lack of thereof! Guess what, stop thinking averybody is white and must follow your little rules. Namecalling? Sociopath? Whaaaat? And, what if you are? Still can't call you that? :) You fascist right-wingers are big on censorship! I just don't like you giving us lessons on how to get the NDP in. As stated, people are voting right of the NDP because it is a matter of demographics and a little ethnic vote buying on the side. The rest is mumbo jombo. Yes, of course, they will have to go on strike in the future and yes they will have to build a strike fund. The Liberals stole that from the BCTF too! And, you wonder why I don't have any respect for them? Yes, electoral reform is needed! We agree!Delete Reply JJ GeorgeSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:46 AM As a parent, I support the teachers and respect whether they choose to vote yes or no. However I noticed a discrepancy here from other information I've read regarding prep time for elementary teachers. Here it states minimal improvement to prep time - only 10 minutes per week being added. Elsewhere I read that it is 100 minutes per week for prep, increasing by an additional 10 minutes in the final year. That is a significant difference, and worth noting. Or have I completely misunderstood?ReplyDelete Replies Anne-MarieSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:59 AM Elementary teachers currently have 90 minutes of preparation time per week so an increase to 100 minutes per week is only gaining 10 minutes. In other provinces and some private schools they have as much as 45 minutes of prep time per day.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:56 PM Thank you for inquiring!Delete DW ZSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:57 PM You're right JJ George. There is a significant difference around the province regarding preparation times. In my district elementary teachers currently get 100 minutes of prep time. This new proposal is useless to me. I'll have to wait 6 years to gain an extra 10 minutes. Delete Reply UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:11 AM Almost nobody gets cost of living adjustments. Also inflation is NOT 2%. Do some research and look at the CPI for BC over the last 24 months. The average over the last 2 years is 0.7%, not 2%. The CPI changes every month so you cant just look at the highest month and declare that THE inflation rate. Check out the 12 month averages document for the actual numbers. http://www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/StatisticsBySubject/Economy/ConsumerPriceIndex.aspx All that being said I support the teachers. if you think this is a bad deal as a parent my dream would be for the teachers to vote no but continue bargaining because I do think the kids need to be in school and I do fear that the teachers will lose all support if the strike continues. All I ask as a parent is that you do your own research and try not to be swayed by all the opinions. ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:01 AM Inflation for August was 2.1% (http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/economy/cpi-report-expected-to-reveal-rise-in-canadas-core-inflation-rate/article20593943/). The CPI is a year-over-year calculation.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:43 AM Inflation should be looked at as a yearly average, not an individual month.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:34 PM The lawyers do not believe we have compromised our court deal. Our leadership would not have sold us out. We dodged a bullet. The Premier had something loaded even if we are not sure what it was. The idea that we could simply return to work is not guaranteed. I think a no vote could easily lead to the Liberals locking us out again because the Premier wants to crush us and she will use any excuse. She did not want to take the advice of her people and do this deal. I am certain a plan for drastic action (where we have to take the concessions they had planned) or worse - was in place. We can't guarantee the press will do any better job explaining the complexities should we say no. They rarely sided with us in markets outside of Vancouver where people are more political and they often misled or allowed others to mislead. They are not helping and would sensationalize. This would see dissolution of support very quickly - especially if we asked for wages. (Though admittedly it angers me that we can't ask for wages without being accused of being greedy when that is what most bargaining units do). But we have argued this is about kids and while this is not ideal - it is better to have teachers than not. The deal does suck in that it does not bring us to par - but this fight needs to be won with a strategy that is political and capacity will do that in another round. We have some support - but it is limited to the choir. We need to have the pews too. We need to build that capacity while working and continue to find allies because the fight is bigger than most people want to consider. This is about ideology and about privatization. Education always was political but never more so than now and we have to fight this party or the conservatives who would do the same or worse. No teacher who is responsible can ignore the politics any longer. That is simply the truth. If you work in the system you better get informed and you better be prepared to fight until retirement for the system. That said, I want to ask the same question others are asking: Why is this the job of 42,000 teachers and not the job of all citizens who want equality to fight for this right? It is time (while the conversation is still on-going and up to and including election night) for us to guide the public where we can but mainly play our part by not propping the system up. Make poverty known. Make noise about shortfalls, ask questions (in the media or in board offices ) about who is going to fix it instead of paying ourselves, volunteer some but wait for the pubic to step up so they see what schools lack. I hate the deal too. But I trust Vince Ready and Iker and I don't think we could have done better right now. I think we dodged a bullet because I have read everything this government has put out and followed the trail. They plan to privatize and they are just looking for the route. Voting YES for now does not mean we are giving up. It does not mean a win in the way we wanted but we have won a battle that will lead to us winning the war. If we don't rest up and stock up we might not get there.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:57 PM Well, if it is bigger than just this battle, then we will need ALL the unions to strike if they do indeed use drastic (draconian) measures. I say it is time for ALL of the unions to call a general strike. I guarantee that they will not like that one bit. What will they do then? Call the army? :) People in Europe, at the end of the 19th century stood up in mines. General strikes do occur in Europe and have. If you think you had it tough, think of them who stood tall for US in tougher times and conditions. Make sacrifices. Sell furniture. Tutor on the side. Ask for the BCTF money. Ask your banker to help. As friends and relatives. If we say NO, it won't last long. If they legislate us back, let's call a general province-wide strike of all unions. Delete Reply Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:47 AM Between CC's smug smile as she celebrates slaughtered teachers and Jim Iker's goofy grin - seemingly unaware that he has been a willing puppet, I am thoroughly disgusted. Over the next 5 years, teachers will be in an increasingly bad situation financially, classrooms will continue to be too large and complex with increasing medical, social and environmental issues impacting academic delivery. It could not be less obvious that things will continue to worsen. The Liberals have ensured that BC is rapidly becoming the Canadian Monaco for rich off shore interests and wealthy corporations. Soon the underpaid "workers" will have to be bussed in daily to Vancouver - Asian style. The only recourse is to move to just about any other province and bring in up to $100,000 more over the six years with much less cost of living. So we are bailing, encouraged by friends who have gotten positions in Manitoba and Alberta. My colleagues and I discovered through contacting several school boards across Canada that specialist (special needs and behavioural) and secondary science teachers are in particular demand. I want to work in a professional, respectful environment where the needs of all children are considered a priority and where I feel inspired to do my best. However, I want my vote to reflect the wishes of teachers who will be here over the next 6 (5) years, so very much appreciate your blog and opportunity to read the comments.ReplyDelete Bert SlaterSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:11 AM To vote YES will throw away 12 years of effort, and 2 victories in BC Supreme Court. To vote YES will be to snatch defeat from the jaws of victory. If you vote YES what bargaining power do you think you will have - the government will do nothing, and then what do you think you will do - take job action? PLEASE VOTE NO.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:59 PM Time to show you have a spine!Delete Reply RodSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:06 AM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Cool HandSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 AM Wouldn't a 'No' vote be a vote of no confidence in the BCTF itself?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:02 AM Not at all. It is just a message to the leadership we need to do better. The strength of the union is the members, and we support the leadership by giving them direction through democratic means.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:40 PM I disagree. How else can a recommendation by the EC to vote yes be interpreted? Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:00 PM I am sure people will interpret this both ways, but it is a vote. If it is supposed to be a "Yes", because it might be interpreted one way, then why bother having a vote?Delete Kate TSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:07 AM Yes , it would be. I don't think we could come out much better than this with this government. How will a No obtain that? Christy will be happy, she can declare the BCTF gone and roll out her plan to privatize. Delete Reply David DeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:06 AM A no vote would be a rejection of a the court victories defied by the government and an inadequate deal containing some vague promises that won't meet the needs of teachers or students on class size and other important issues.In Ontario elementary teachers get 200 minutes of prep time per 5 day cycle. I know there is financial hardship, but the union has received close to $2 million in donations from other unions; is there no way of accessing hardship funds? At minimum, vote no and return to work on work to rule with various strike options.ReplyDelete Erica JonesSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:25 AM This article actually makes me so mad. It is NOT better for the kids that they have missed almost all of june and all of september. This is what you signed up for in BC as a teacher. Get on board or GET OUT.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:20 PM Is this really what teachers signed up for? At my high school, each class has about 30 kids, with an average of 17 kids per classroom with an identified learning disability. Our district says that there should be no more than 4 kids per classroom.. How do you expect non-specialist teachers to help each student when over half of them require more resources because of a learning disability? Furthermore, are you generalizing the "better-ness" to all the kids in BC? Because I don't think that it would be better if kids went back considering the learning environment isn't up to par. There are barely any Education Assistants, and support teachers for the multitude of children who need them. While I recognize and appreciate your enthusiasm for education, please realize that the public school system isn't a daycare. Also, please think about your words and the learning environment prior to speaking out. By the way, we're not an autocracy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:08 PM I can understand your frustration! Understand mine! I almost died at 7:30 pm one night returning from teaching a FI split class with several students who did not get enough support or no support at all. The principal expressed to me that he expected me to teach 2 different social studies programs and 2 different science programs. ANYONE I talked to knows that this is impossible to do, especially in French Immersion when kids get no support at home and books are often too hard for students to read. I had to quit my job. I did it for me and did it for the kids. I was like a surgeon who is asked to operate on 5 patients with an old scalpel with 2 inexperienced nurses. Predictably, 4 patients would die and I would be reprimanded! Teachers are put in terrible conditions and kids too. I hope you have the openmind to consider the reality of this honest personal anecdote. I also wish you to understand that this is likely not an isolated incident. What will it take? A kid to commit suicide because he or she is not getitng enough support?Delete Reply hilarySeptember 17, 2014 at 10:29 AM It is incorrect to equate lost funding with what the teachers would have received in grievances. The two are not equivalent. The starting position of the BCTF was $225M, so they never expected $3B to resolve grievances. I'm also interested to know where you get your figures on overcrowded classrooms. A recent Globe and Mail article says that classrooms are, on average, smaller than the caps set in 2002.ReplyDelete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:36 AM The signing bonus should be roughly $2500 each: 105 million divided by 41 thousand.ReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:53 AM It is not that simple. The $105 million is to be allocated by the union. The term "signing bonus" has been crossed off on the signed document. Some of that money may be used to pay union debts. Don't know this but clarification would be useful.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:16 PM Just quoting from the CBC news website, "And finally there are details of $105-million fund to settle grievances stemming from the ongoing court case. The BCTF says that money will be given out as a signing bonus, with specific amount yet to be determined."Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:34 AM I think it would be smart to put at least part of it into your strike fund.Delete Reply WheelsSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:55 AM If the money is used as a signing bonus, it should be based on FTEReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:12 PM Yes I am sure it will be based on FTE. The question is how much of the $105 Million is actually distributed. This is up to the union, and I am told that it is yet to be decided.Delete GuruSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:44 PM And don't forget all the retired teachers who are entitled to a share of it.Delete Reply Geoff OrmeSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:18 PM In another discussion of this someone suggested that under BC Labour Law a no vote means rejection of the proposed deal, and that means the strike continues until either: - the union in question elects to stand down - another tentative deal is presented or - the government imposes a legislated contract. I think the last of these is the most likely, and I believe the legislated contract would be draconian and brutal. What do you think, Tara? Also, I would appreciate your thoughts on Sandy Garossino's comments at https://storify.com/Garossino/should-teachers-accept-the-contractReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:14 PM If this is so, in a few month (likely a couple of years), teachers will win so much more with a Supreme Court judgment! It is possible that the Liberals know that the higher courts are stacked by Liberal judges (that is what happen when judges are chosen, not elected). In any case, a negative settlement (or not a great judgment) will galvinize the public to reform the way the Supreme court judges are being chosen. I doubt that any govn't will want that to happen. A legislated contract will make the LIbs look like sociopaths and dictators.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:47 PM Peter I think you are expecting far too much from the public, many of whom are only paying attention to this matter due to kids being home from school. The public are not remotely this savvy on the political process.Delete Reply IslanderSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:09 PM I am a continuing education teacher. We have it even worse and we are not listened to enough about our poor conditions. Those include no prep time (and we do have to mark and do report cards many times a year sometimes and commonly for 30 students in a class), travelling to different schools with no compensation, and having next to no breaks in between 3 hour classes. I worked for two years with no lunch break and taught 6 hours straight (just 15 min. breaks) to be told, "don't complain since there are others who will do it". We then got 15 min. breaks in between classes. Most of our students are wealthy immigrants, many who try to stay in classes as long as possible since the classes are free. After spending a year in Germany, I realize how better organized it is where the immigrants pay to learn the language on a sliding scale, and have to pay for a student book as well for each class. We do not even have text books, but photocopy so much at tax payers' expense. This is not right. I then teach summer school since we were not on a 12 month continual salary and most of those students are also immigrants (at least 75%). This is also free and it is becoming so common and the new immigrants know this is free babysitting and tutoring. I think one main problem is that we have so many new immigrants in our classes who need ESL like this article states about our inclusion style of education nowadays: http://www.vancouversun.com/life/Shelley+Fralic+trouble+with+schools/10203596/story.html I am honored to be teaching and like my job, but it does get exhausting especially since I need two or three jobs to pay the mortgage that I now no longer have.. back to renting since it all I can afford in this city that has become so expensive. And many don't realize that it is very very difficult to get to full time work as a teacher here. There was a formula that made it take about 10 years to get to f/t (now finally changed). I have been without pay for 3 months, and now had to finally rent a place in anticipation of returning to work, so I have to vote "yes", but please keep the comments coming for what alternatives we have. Maybe we have to just educate the public in a better way than picketing; maybe get out and walk around malls and talk to people and hand out pamphlets on how this liberal government is hurting this. Most Asians (probably just the new who are from such a different system) are already against the teachers since they do not seem to understand what is going on. http://www.vancouversun.com/Business/asia-pacific/Chuck+Chiang+Many+Asian+families+place+blame/10202757/story.htmlReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:17 PM First of all, myn thoughts are with you! I think your ideas about using different strategies is smart. Picketing is not a very good strategy to let people know about things. I think using the membership to flood media comment sections would be more effective. Going to talk to the public might be a good idea along with this, I think. Phone the BCTF and ask for support.Delete Reply Marsha HolleySeptember 17, 2014 at 1:36 PM A teachers wife Vote no you have come to far to back down. It is a -----Y DEAL. ReplyDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:45 PM Ask yourself WHY teachers cannot get 1/2 of the average increase in salary of the private sector? (The Libs will tell you because there are sooooooo many teachers, but I also hear that there are provinces where there is a need for teachers!) TORONTO - A new study says that Canadians, on average, can expect about the same size salary increase next year as in 2014. Human resources consultants Pal Benefits says a survey of 401 organizations, mainly in Ontario, Alberta and British Columbia, projected salary increase for 2015 at an average of 2.79 per cent. That was almost unchanged from the 2.74 per cent average increase projected in last year's survey. Meanwhile, in addition to the average salary increase remaining relatively steady year over year, the survey found that the percentage of employers who plan to freeze salaries appears to have stabilized at eight per cent —in the same percentages as was projected in 2014. Breaking down the numbers further, the survey found the average salary increase anticipated in the engineering, financial services and high technology sectors was three per cent. That compared with an average of 2.5 per cent on the low end for organizations in durable manufacturing. https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.htmlReplyDelete "Mama Rose"September 17, 2014 at 9:12 PM I used to agree with you, Tara, and appreciate you bringing these items to your blog to get us all thinking. But after a very long night and day of research and discussion, I realize I will be voting yes tomorrow. Here is why: I don't care about salary or benefit increases. That is not why I went on strike. I don't care if this tentative deal is not good for teachers. That's not why I went on strike either. For me, the single most important issue is class size and composition. I want to work in a classroom where I have enough time and resources available to me to adequately help all the students I teach. And while it is true that this tentative deal will not change anything in the classrooms right now (or at least most of our classrooms), I realized that we couldn't actually make changes in that area because the issues of cs and c is before the courts. When I made that connection and realized that this round of bargaining was really about a "good enough" agreement regarding wages, then the deal seems, well... good enough. BUT, the best part, is the language the BCTF legal team made around the furture court decision (the re-opener). They have it in writing that if we win the court case (which is likely) and when we have to start bargaining class size and comp again (that is exactly what Justice Susan Griffin said we would have to do) we will be STARTING from the 2002 levels. To make this simple to understand, I explained it to my friends using a number line. With this new language, the BCTF starts the next round of bargaining at say a 50. The government will want us to go to 10 or 15, and we'll compromise and end up maybe 25. But WITHOUT that language, we would have started bargaining at a 10 and only gone down from there. So I do believe it is the best deal possible, it still factors in the biggest issue (from my perspective), we do not lose the important gains of the past, and most importantly, everyone gets to go back to school.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 PM Mam Rose, I appreciate your point of view and your courage. However, let me point out to you and the readers that a decision at the BC supreme court might not turn out the way teachers anticipate. We all know that judges are appointed and who does the appointing? "All justices of the BCSC (including the position of Chief Justice and Associate Chief Justice) are appointed by the federal cabinet, on recommendation of the Minister of Justice. Masters are appointed by the provincial cabinet, on recommendation of the Attorney General in consultation with the Chief Justice." (Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Supreme_Court_of_British_Columbia) Now, I would like to think that all of those people are objective, but they are appointed and we know that there are political appointments. They have a lot of discretion over the laws and judgments. I am willing to bet that the BC Liberals do know this and are betitng the farm (or do they know something we don't know) that the Supreme Courts are stacked against teachers? So, I am not sure if we can count on a WIN if we proceed with the court ruling. I think we would be better to negotiate and negotiate a better deal.Delete Reply retaSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:57 AM Yes...no...yes...no...The last two days have been this. I’ve read so many articles and comments over the past few months and, I can say, I have learned a lot. I know this is not a great deal for teachers right now. I will be voting yes. This is why… 1. The children. Without going into the multiple issues (e.g., grad, post secondary, trades, sports, global education/trips, planned activities, those with varying degrees of special needs, those that need a soft place to land, etc., etc.) the children need to get on with their education. 2. The parents. For many parents, this strike is a financial burden. We do not like to be called baby sitters, but for many living below the poverty line, school is a financial relief. Winter is coming; gas bills will be expensive. 3. Poverty. Remember, BC has the highest child poverty rate in Canada. Schools feed and clothe numerous children. 4. The other systems educators work collaboratively with. MFCD, CYMH, foster parents, group homes, and the multitude of non-profit agencies that support vulnerable children and families are bursting at the seams. We are a part of that team. 5. CUPE. While some have been paid during this strike, that money is coming from districts. It was not provided by the government. And, CUPE is a partner in education - from the bus drivers to the tech dept to custodians to secretaries to EAs and so on. 6. Small Businesses. In our little towns, the school district is the number one employer. There is a direct cause-effect relationship between loss of wage and loss of business. 7. Money. The amount of money that is needed to reverse the erosion of the public education system over numerous years cannot be recouped in one sitting. This agreement is a start. It’s not much but the stage has been set. 8. THE COURT CASE. That is why we were on strike. All the other stuff could have been resolved months ago, but our government was working hard to make the court case go away. Well, it still exists. I consider that the victory. We live to fight another day (as rhetorical as that sounds) AND I hope people actually read the ruling and think critically about how a loss could impact the future of the Charter of Rights, and the power of government to contravene those rights. I am guessing we will vote to ratify as so many fear “what’s next?” from this government. It’s nasty business, and I think legislation would be next. VALUING PUBLIC EDUCATION needs to come from a STRONG, CONSISTENT public voice. If we do ratify the agreement, and those in the profession and public think we've given up, we have not. We’ve been fighting for years. We just haven’t been heard… until now. ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:21 AM I understand your point of view, but sometimes you have to fight to get what you want. This is a VERY bad deal, considering: Other people get on average 2.5% salary increases last year and this year and the next and the rest of us get 1% and must feel happy if we do.? (https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html) THIS DEAL is a horrendously BAD deal for kids/parents as well, of course. We are going to continue to be humiliated and be the laughing stock of many people of this province. After a decade of paycuts, WOW, this is what they are willing to offer! WOW! WOW! WOW!Delete Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:30 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Reply Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:37 PM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:08 PM Let's cross our fingers! I think we need a general strike by all unions if CC legislates teachers back. It is time to put the foot down and tell her and the Liberals that, as in the movie Network,"I am mad as hell and I won't take it anymore!"Delete Reply Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 8:26 PM Needs help on some stats for an online debate Looking for the last 10 or 15 years of contractual salary increases in %. So, 1% for 2001, 0% for 2002,...ReplyDelete Children FirstSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:00 PM Well it's all done now. Really hope the teacher's can find another angle to deal with class size and composition as well as student funding. The government will make sure the coming court case never swings your way no matter what. 2nd most expensive place to live in the the world!!! Wonder why and where the money goes??? ReplyDelete AnonSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 PM I'm an outsider, but have followed closely this whole fiasco and this is a RAW deal. Your union hung you out to dry on this one - taking a really bad deal (clearly no one from the BCTF had rudimentary math skills in their toolbox) and then publicly encouraging to the media that teachers accept the deal....what choice did you have - a no vote would have outraged the public. I could go on and on, but the bottom line, in my opinion, is that your union better get some stronger leaders who are PR and technology savvy. Out with Iker and the rest of those who bargained on your behalf - they just got ......well , we know that happened. Whew, can't even believe how screwed you got, absolutely amazing - nothing meaningful gained in the big picture and only very minor gains for a small group of people, bigger losses for the majority.. Wow - I better stop now. Best of luck. Thanks for all you do for our children. ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ▼  September (9) Reflections on the BC Teacher Strike BC Teacher strike - Lessons learned Response to Sandy Garossino Will the Education Fund improve classroom conditio... Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Class composition: a human rights perspective Class size and composition - a short visual histor... Guest post - I WILL HOLD THE LINE Teachers - let your leadership know it is time to ... ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11146&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2002 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 14, Number 5, March 2002  Candidates Statements for BCTF Executive Committee For President Alice Rees We now face the greatest threat to public education and our role in it, in our lifetime. The Liberals are on a mission to under fund public schools, destroy the collective voice of teachers and then, in the midst of the diminished capacity...sell us off to the highest bidder. The Federation’s task is clear. It must be positioned to firmly support the decisions teachers make in challenging this agenda. How can this be done? I believe that the BCTF executive’s challenge is to establish sustainable and effective counter measures to the government agenda. It must be creative, visible, and accessible to the membership. It must build upon traditional support and seek out non-traditional allies. Yet, it must also address a fiscal crisis, which will grow as the demographics of our membership move into a period of change. We must rationalize services and reinvigorate or networks as we pursue our quest. I will bring to the presidency strategic vision, a commitment to non-partisanship and 20 years of activism rooted in Professional Development, Social Justice, and Bargaining. EXPERIENCE: Provincial: BCTF Executive (4 yrs.); Prov. Governance Review Ctte. (2 yrs.); CTF delegate (3 yrs.); Finance Ctte. (2 yrs.); Bargaining Structures Review; Staffing Review/Class Size Ctte. (1 yr); Provincial Negotiation Team (2 yr.); Interim Ctte. on Provincial Bargaining (1 yr.); Task Force on Roles and Responsibilities (2 yrs); Teacher Ed Ctte. (4 yrs.); BCTF appointee to the BCCT External Review of Ed Programs (1 yr.); Staff secondment (0.5 yr.); Ed Policy Associate; Project Teach; P.D. Associate for Year 2000. Local: COTA Executive (11 yrs.); President (6 yrs.); Vice President (3 yrs.); Local Bargaining Ctte. and Team member (6 yrs.); Social Justice Ctte.; Grievance Ctte.; Staff Rep (15 yrs.); PD Rep; Joint Ed Change Ctte.; Mentorship Ctte.; Pre-Service Beginning Teacher Ctte. (11 yrs.); Teaching: 27 years, Classroom, LA teacher, DL teacher. Education: B.Ed.; M.Ed. Neil Worboys This coming year is a critical time in our Federation. The government’s callous attacks on public education have destroyed an honorable bargaining system. Its ruthless contract imposition has thrust our fight for public education to the forefront. We must show leadership through careful planning, resolute hearts, and unified actions that protect the rights of our members. Our plan must continue to involve and inform members at the school, local, and provincial level in order to develop ownership by all of us. As we mourn the loss of hard-fought rights, we must support and encourage each other to continue our protests, to speak out, and to publicly insist that the needs of children be protected. In addition, our strategy must broaden to involve others who share our concerns—parents, community groups, and members of other unions will forge alliances with us in our defense of public education when they understand the outcomes of frozen budgets, larger class sizes, and fewer services for special needs students. With their support, I hope that together we can restore B.C.’s public education system to the level our students deserve. A strong team player, I offer you experience, commitment, and proven leadership. I ask for your support. EXPERIENCE: Provincial: BCTF 1st Vice-President (2 yr.); BCTF Executive Member-at-Large (4); Provincial Negotiating team member; CTF Director (1); BCTF Bargaining Division Staff (4.5); North Coast Agreements/ Bargaining Co-ordinator (8); Provincial Agreements/ Bargaining Ctte. (8); Provincial Bargaining Ctte. Chair (4); AGM Delegate (24); Summer Conference Participant and Workshop Presenter (12); Bargaining Council Rep. for Local #80 (Kitimat); Alternate Bargaining Committee Member (Zone 19; LR or Alternate (9). Local: President (6); Bargaining Chair and Member (24); Staff Rep. (8); Grievance Ctte. (14); Personnel Ctte. Chair (8), Local Advocacy Committee (2); Interim Council member (5); Negotiator Interim Council (1). Teaching: 33 yrs. Secondary and Elementary. BSc. & Teacher Training (UBC) For First Vice-President Jinny Sims We have faced unprecedented attacks on public education and our collective agreements. We held our first provincial strike vote. We withstood Campbell’s essential services legislation. Teachers rallied in communities across this province. We are proud of standing up for our students and ourselves. Still, many challenges remain. Our task is more than protecting collective agreements. This government seems determined to destroy public education. We cannot and will not lose the quality public education system that teachers and communities have built over decades. Community outreach is a priority and a permanent feature of our work. We will work with parents, community groups, and labour to meet the needs of students, teachers and public education. I am pleased to have been part of a strong leadership team who continuously informed and involved members, and made clear, principled decisions based on that input. We must remain strong, unified, and determined to defeat the attacks on our profession and our social fabric. Together we have developed a strategic plan to resist the government’s anti-public education agenda. All members through locals and networks have played a significant role and must continue the work. Together we will win. I commit my passion, energy, experience and proven leadership to continue advocating for teachers and students as your 1st VP. EXPERIENCE: Provincial: BCTF 2nd Vice-president (2 yr.); BCTF Executive member-at-large (1); CTF alternate (2); CTF delegate (2); Ministry for Children & Families (2); Coalition for Public Education (2); Rehab Expansion (2); CUPE Liaison (1); Social Justice (2); PDAC (2), PSA/PSAC (2); Health & Safety (2); Income Security (2); Summer conference workshop presenter & facilitator; Advisory council of local presidents; intensive pension plan training; Bargaining training; AGM delegate (11); LR (5); Bargaining council rep (2). Local: Nanaimo DTA (12); President (3); 1st Vice-president (2); Bargaining ctte. & team (7); Negotiating team (2 rounds); Grievance ctte. (6); S/W member and chair (3); ProD ctte. (2); Program Against Racism (2); Staff rep (10); Staff committee chair (5); member (15); Malaspina College partnership ctte. (2); EAP advisory board (4); District resource allocation ctte. (3); Co-ordinator for multicultural inner-city students (3); ESL advisory board; Facilitator for conflict resolution; Nanaimo Labour Council; Counsellors, Social Studies, and English PSAs. Teaching: 24 yrs., English, social studies, counsellor, social studies dept. head (3). Education: B.Ed, UVic & Manchester, UK. For Second Vice-President Irene Lanzinger This is a critical time for teachers and public education in British Columbia. We are justifiably angry at the outrageous attack by the Liberal government on our collective agreement and bargaining rights. We are united in our resolve to fight against legislation that will undermine public education and our ability to meet the needs of students. The leaders of the BCTF must channel the anger of teachers into a positive force for change. We must preserve and build the unity we currently enjoy. We must encourage and develop the new generation of leaders drawn in by the struggle to defend the rights of teachers and children. We must convince parents and the public that the BCTF is the most committed and credible voice for public education in this province. We must continue the important work we do in areas such as professional development and social justice. The BCTF has a role to play in the larger struggle to create a more just, socially responsible global society. The teachers of this province need strong, articulate leaders who plan carefully and strategically both in the short and long term. I offer my complete commitment to the difficult work ahead of us. EXPERIENCE: Provincial: Co-chief Negotiator Bargaining Team (2000-02), Advisory council of local presidents (3 yrs.), AGM delegate (8); Summer conference (6); Job action planning ctte.; LR (1), (alternate) (5). Local: President (3); Vice-president (2); Member-at-large (2); Staff rep (2); Bargaining Ctte. (2); Status of Women (2). Teaching: Secondary (8 yrs.); Elementary (4). Education: B.Sc. (UBC), Teacher Training (UBC), M.Sc (SFU) For Member at Large Linda Burkholder I am an independent and a democrat. I believe in democracy and I advocate for democracy. I believe in the importance of every member, therefore, I support strong locals. The members are the union. Only if every member truly does have a voice can the BCTF continue to represent teachers and be an advocate for them. As a bargainer for many years, I believe in freely negotiated collective agreements. As a local president, I know the importance of perspective, patience, and creative problem solving. In these interesting times, where our collective agreements have been stripped and our democratic rights trod underfoot, I think we may have to look at things from a different perspective. Although I come from a small, northern local, I also believe we are a provincial union. While the needs of every local must be met whenever possible, we must also do everything we can to recognize and meet the needs of every teacher in the province. We must view everything from both perspectives. The BCTF is a democratic organization. I will work with you all to keep it that way. The BCTF exists to serve its teachers. I will always represent and serve the teachers of B.C. to the best of my ability. EXPERIENCE: Provincial: AGM delegate (13 yrs.); Participant at many Bargaining Conferences, Leadership Conferences and Summer Conferences. Local: PRSTA president (2.5 yrs.); Vice-president (5 yrs.); Bargaining chairperson and local chief negotiator (7 yrs.); member of Bargaining Team (12 yrs.). Teaching: Secondary classroom teacher (4 yrs.); elementary teacher-librarian and prep teacher (24 yrs.). Education: B.Sc.Ed. University of Texas at Austin, 1971; and ongoing. John Chisamore As an incumbent member of the BCTF Executive Committee and a long time teacher activist from the East Kootenays, I am putting my name forward again this year as a candidate for Member-at-Large. This year has been a difficult year for teachers as we struggled to achieve a Collective Agreement at the bargaining table with our employer—only to have a Contract imposed by the government to settle the "dispute." The "imposition" affects the quality of education in B.C. drastically. What did teachers want? Better working conditions for teachers, improved learning conditions for students and a respectable salary increase. What did teachers get? Inferior working conditions for teachers, reduced learning conditions for students, and an unacceptable salary increase. We must hold the government accountable for their actions. We need a long term strategy to undo the damage done to our education system. The executive must continue to listen to the membership while developing a plan to improve our Public Education system. At the 2002 AGM I seek your support to work on an Executive Committee that will be receptive to membership concerns, and be proactive in defending our important role in public education. EXPERIENCE: Provincial:BCTF EC Member-at-Large (1 yr.); LR (14 yrs.); AGM delegate (20 yrs.); Bargaining Council/Bargaining Committee, 1 round; Income Security Committee (6 yrs.); ACLP (4 yrs.); Zone: East Kootenay President (4 yrs.); East Kootenay Vice President (3 yrs.); East Kootenay Sec-Treas (3 yrs.); Kootenay Zone Chairperson (1 yr.); Local: President (10 yrs.) (1981-82, 1983-85, 1995-2002); Bargaining Committee (17 yrs.); Negotiating Team, 3 rounds; Grievance Committee (14 yrs.); Information Technology Steering Committee (6 yrs.); Teaching: Physics/ Science/Computer Science/Math (21 yrs.) BC, Science/Math (2 yrs.) ON, Education: B.Sc., B.Ed. David Halme Right here, right now, I am prepared to defend the quality and the structure of public education. Our actions as a Union depend on a strong Federation that offers both a defense of teachers’ working conditions but also a defense of services offered to ensure the personal professional growth of every teacher. The future plans of the BCTF have to guarantee members quality service and sensible political direction with some sense of fiscal responsibility. I have demonstrated the ability to have a vision, develop a plan and work in a persistent manner to achieve goals. Through dedicated work for more than 20 years, on the Provincial Specialist Association Council and the Professional Development Advisory Committee my participation in committee work has produced improvements in the opportunities and structures for personal growth of teachers throughout B.C. My voice has been a representative of teachers at almost every level of Federation business. My voice has always represented the collective advice of teachers locally and provincially on issues of concern. My voice on the Federation Executive will work to guarantee the services that BCTF members expect from our Union. EXPERIENCE: Provincial: PSAC (20 yrs.); PSACE (18); Gifted Ed PSA Exec (22); PDAC (10); PDAC South Van Island Zone Co-ord. (4); AGM delegate (10+ yrs.); ACLP (2); Ad hoc Bargaining Committee Rep (3). Local: Lake Cowichan Teachers’ Assoc. President (3); Vice President (10); Bargaining Chair (1); Pro D Chair (15); Social Justice (2); LR (5); Various district curriculum committees. Ministry: Chemistry 11/12 Revision, Sp. Ed Resource Development, BCTF Rep Equiv. Working Group (3). Teaching: 30 years Gr. 3 to 12 Sc, Math, Gifted. (almost every curriculum area) Education: BSc (Notre Dame, Nelson), MEd (Gonzaga) Murray Helmer The events of the last few months have united and galvanized our membership to a degree not seen in our recent history. This unity is due in large part to the Federation’s return to our core value and the members’ common denominator: the well-being of the students in the classroom. In our resolve to restore educational provisions, we must maximize member involvement and this goal can be achieved by remaining true to these values. In the coming months and years, we may well face a tumultuous road of legislative interference and the importance of membership solidarity in meeting these challenges cannot be overstated. Given the magnitude of the task that lies before us, we must recognize that the recruitment of advocates for our cause is imperative. Community outreach to solicit the support of parents, labour, and other organizations for our actions will be vital to the success of our initiatives. While all members should be seen as strong advocates for public education, our leaders will share an even greater responsibility. With your support, I will continue to bring fresh and diverse perspectives to the Executive’s decision-making processes and will be an ardent supporter of the directions ultimately chosen. EXPERIENCE: Provincial: Executive Committee Member-At-Large (1 yr.), AGM Delegate (6 yrs.), BCTF TOC Advisory Committee (4 yrs.), Social Justice Review Steering Committee, First Nations Education Steering Committee, BCTF Education Finance Workgroup. Local-President (Cariboo-Chilcotin) (7 yrs.), Vice President (1 yr.), Bargaining Chair (2 yrs.), Communications Chair (1 yr.), CCTA Executive (11 yrs.), Union Rep (3 yrs.). Teaching-Intermediate level. Jim Iker We are the BCTF. Our strength and passion comes from every single one of us in the work we do each day in the classroom, in the Local and in the Federation. As a Member at Large I can put my 24 years of teaching, local leadership and provincial experience to work encouraging processes and structures that promote greater growth in member involvement, unity, and continued strong leadership at the provincial level. We need to stand strong and united within our BCTF and its locals to face down a government that seeks to destroy public education, health care and our social system. We need to work with our allies in labour and the community to change government’s destructive path. The continuation of and support for locals is more important than ever in our fight to protect public education, students’ learning conditions and teachers’ working conditions. Strong locals build a stronger BCTF. Members in the 10 locals who have had their collective agreements declared void need to know that they have our continued support as they struggle to preserve their salary, benefits and working conditions. I look forward to talking with you at the AGM about all the issues. EXPERIENCE: Provincial: Bargaining Mobilization Committee Chair (1 yr.); Provincial Bargaining Team member (1st 2 rounds of Provincial Bargaining; GR/LR (12); AGM delegate (14); Local Presidents’ Advisory Committee (2), Chair (1); BCTF Interim Bargaining Structures Committee; Legislative Advisory Committee/team; Staff Rep Training; Summer Conference Participant (20). Local: President (10); Bargaining Chair (2); Chief Negotiator, Local Bargaining (all 3 rounds); Bargaining Committee WLC Chair (2); Staff rep. District Health & Safety Committee Rep (4); EAP District Committee (10). Teaching: 19 years (full and part time); K/2/3/4/6/7 Learning Assistance, Counselling, Special Ed; Education: BA McMaster; B. Ed. Dalhousie; Various Counselling Courses, UVic. Troy Marshall Our focus must be the defense of our Federation and the public education system. As a professional union we must develop a balance between trade unionism and professional unionism to achieve our goals. The union activism needs to be combined with the professional sense of what is best for the child; the core of a teacher’s soul. The BCTF must accommodate the drive of the union activist to effect change, with teachers whose wishes may be the same, but their means of action different. It is these teachers whose support for the Union is less visible, but whose love and devotion to the profession are unquestionable. It is these teachers who are meeting with parents, going to meetings, doing the "work" and who have a direct effect on what happens in schools. It is through these teachers that we are often judged and often praised. We need to create a union activist in every teacher’s heart, and an ambassador for public education in every classroom. We need to call upon the resources, programs, and expertise of the various arms of the Federation and create new avenues for them to speak to all teachers. If elected, I put my energy into building a sustainable plan and ensuring its implementation. EXPERIENCE: Provincial: Social Justice Zonal Contact (2); Staff Rep Trainer (2); Local Representative (LR); Parent Workshop Facilitator; Bargaining Communicator; Health and Safety Zonal Rep; AGM Delegate (2); Executive Ctte. Member-at-Large candidate; Federation Leadership Institute (2); Summer Conference (2); ACLP delegate (2). Local: CTA Executive Ctte. (5); First Vice-President (2); Staff Rep (2); Chair of Joint District Health and Safety Ctte. (2); Bargaining Team (2); Chair of Bargaining Ctte., Grievance Officer (2); Social Justice Ctte. (2); Education Policy and Planning Ctte.(3); Finance and Facilities Ctte. Teaching: Middle School teacher of Math, Science, and Technology Education (5) Patrick Parkes Schools perform political socialization, and are easily controlled politically. Schools in British Columbia articulate the agenda of U.S. imperialism, as suits the needs of Canadian governments that serve as management committees for the affairs of (mainly U.S.) corporations. To remedy this, teachers must take measures to expand their concerns beyond what seems to be immediate self-interest. I suggest the following eight strategies: Given the current situation for not-for-profit education and social welfare in B.C., co-operation with other social interest groups to create autonomous economies beyond the reach of the current capital regime and wage slavery. Collectivization of schools. Conversion of school parking lots into vegetable gardens. Elimination of corporate sponsorship for schools. Insistence upon minimum Canadian content (90%) for textbooks. Creation of teacher exchange programs with a variety of countries—not just English-speaking countries in the U.S. sphere of cultural influence. Performance of school Remembrance Day ceremonies that educate students and teachers about the horrors of war and Canada’s support for (mainly U.S.) aggression that has killed millions of people worldwide. In all schools, the construction of teaching cafeterias that serve wholesome and delicious food. If you wish to discuss these matters with me, please e-mail patrik@moscowmail.com. EXPERIENCE: Volunteer work with multicultural and human rights groups in Vancouver. Kathryn Sihota Never in the history of this incredible federation has it been as important to stand strong and united. We are entering into a time period in our history that may look bleak and discouraging to say the least. However, the only people who can ensure that this government’s draconian legislation does not drag teachers into its depths are teachers! We have fought long and hard to attain the rights we have (had) and we will need to work tirelessly to get them back. Although it may feel futile at the moment, we are 45,000 strong and we are armed with experience, tenacity and endurance. We’ve done it before and we can do it again! The most important aspect of this battle will be an Executive Committee that will listen carefully to the members it serves and ensure that those voices are heeded. It is essential that we stand together against outside forces and we will only do that with the greatest amount of input and advice from or members. Executive members who listen carefully and weigh all aspects of every issue are crucial to the success of our mission. It would be an honour for me to join other dedicated activists to ensure that these goals are attained and that our BCTF continues to be the unwavering, democratic federation it is known to be. EXPERIENCE: Local: Local president (4 yrs.); Bargaining chair (2 yrs.); Local representative (4 yrs.); Status of Women chair (3 yrs.); Staff Rep (8 yrs.); Secretary (5 yrs.); Vice President (2 yrs.); AGM Delegate (8 yrs.); BCTF Summer Conference (4 yrs.) Teaching: 17 years teaching experience in 2 locals, K–12.)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2011/11/victoria-trustee-candidates-my-voting.html?showComment0751321572899802,Staffroom Confidential: Victoria Trustee candidates - My voting card Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Thursday, November 17, 2011 Victoria Trustee candidates - My voting card School Trustees matter. Whether you have children or not, Trustees make decisions that impact your local community - from management of school lands, to direct educational programs for school age children, to integrated community education services for all ages. And the children who grow up in our communities are the future electorate and neighbours - what and how we teach today impacts our communities of today and tomorrow. So how to decide? Here is my Report Card on the Trustee candidates for Greater Victoria. I am voting for five candidates: Catherine Alpha, David Bratzer, Edith Loring-Kuhanga, Diane McNally and Deborah Nohr. Catherine Alpha:Consistently voted against the Superintendent's report on class organization when over 300 classes are set above the legislated limits. Supported, campaigned and voted for a needs budget. David Bratzer: Did an excellent expose on the failed "Stantec Report" commissioned by the Board to simply "cut and paste" rationales for determining school needs based on "efficiency" rather than student learning. Opposed K/1 split classes. Regularly attends Board meetings and does the work to understand Board decision making. Edith Loring-Kuhanga: Comes from the Saanich Board where she supported and voted for a needs budget. Consistent advocate for full funding and smaller class sizes and support for all students. Diane McNally: Tireless advocate for the needs and rights of children. Former teacher and advocate for Reading Recovery and individualized one-on-one instruction to meet student learning needs. Deborah Nohr: Another tireless advocate who has worked for years to improve learning conditions in schools, particularly around class size and class composition. Has worked with school based Parent Advisory Councils and will bring true transparency to Board decision making processes. Former co-chair and founding member of the Victoria Public Education Coalition, and active member of United for Education. I will be "plumping" my vote - only voting for the candidates I want. Although a voter can choose up to nine, it is strategic to vote for only those candidates you really want to see win. I am not voting for eight of the nine incumbent Trustees and I strongly believe it is time for change. In the past decade the Victoria Board has closed seven schools, sold (and long term leased) school properties, cut countless positions at the Board resulting in program cuts, reduced funding for schools (school budgets) and libraries, voted to increase their own salaries in the face of budget cuts and presided over increasing class sizes and composition. They have done little to advocate for Victoria students and have instead simply implemented cuts passed down from the Ministry. Only one incumbent, Catherine Alpha, is getting my vote because of her determined fight to improve classroom conditions by voting against the class organization report. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 3:31 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 3 comments: Nicole B.November 17, 2011 at 3:34 PM Excellent! Now, can you please tell me who to vote for on city council? I can't seem to find the time to do my own homework! ;-)ReplyDelete Tara EhrckeNovember 17, 2011 at 3:52 PM Thanks for the vote of confidence! I follow school Board happenings very carefully...but not City politics as much. I can speak to Ben Isitt, whom I know personally and believe will work for equity and sustainability and social justice. For recommendations, I would suggest the Victoria Labour Council, who make endorsements for all municipalities and school boards. Their information is available at: http://victorialabour.ca/wp3/ReplyDelete Nicole B.November 18, 2011 at 9:55 AM That was very helpful...I'm all set now. Thanks!ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ▼  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ▼  November (8) LRB dismisses BCPSEA application 19th century labour relations for 21st century edu... Change sweeps across many BC school Boards Victoria Trustee candidates - My voting card Is Bill 33 discriminatory? Pearson-alized learning: Guest commentary on #bced... Smartphones or saxophones? bcedplan gets it wrong Teacher activism: Keeping BC's education system st... ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=6960,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 7, May/June 2006 Ten days in Cuba by Jacqui Birchall "This trip has changed my life," was the overwhelming response of the group of Grade 10, 11, and 12 students I travelled with to Cuba during Spring Break. Travelling under the auspices of MOVPAZ (The Cuban Movement for Peace) and Cubana Natura Tours in Havana, and Marcel Hatch of Hello Cuba in Vancouver, the Fraser Heights Secondary School students spent 10 wonderful and enlightening days in Cuba. Sixteen well-heeled teens used to the all-inclusive hotel life checked into the comfortable but quite basic Hotel Vedado in Havana. For the first two hours they looked unimpressed, and I was a little worried. Wandering the moonlit Malecón, mixing with the icecream consuming crowds in the Coppelia, and strolling the crowded La Rampa to the sounds of live salsa music eradicated all misgivings. With Onelio, our young, intelligent, and charming Cuban guide, we daily explored the many aspects of Havana, visited MOVPAZ, the Women’s Secretariat of the Federation of Cuban Women in Guanabacoa, the most famous museums of Havana and, more importantly, we met Cubans. We delighted in our private salsa dance class with a Cuban family on a moonlit apartment roof deck overlooking the beautiful Plaza Catedral. We ate ropa vieja, (old clothes) a famous Cuban stew, and our junk-food-deprived students cheerfully explored all aspects of Cuban cuisine. The highlight for our students was meeting with Cuban students. We spent time with first-year student teachers of English in the teacher training college in Santa Clara. This visit was a huge hit for the Cubans and the Canadians. Within minutes the conversations were buzzing. My students enjoyed meeting with young Cubans who spoke English and the Cubans always love to practise their English. How much did they have in common? A lot as it turned out, particularly in music and political opinions. My students did not want to leave. We spent two days with secondary school students in a boarding school in the province of Cienfuegos. These students represent the most intelligent students in their province and many of them speak English. There is no janitorial staff in this school. The students have to work on all aspects of running the school from cooking to serving food, from cleaning bathrooms to working on the farm. Yes, the school has a farm to provide it with food and we were assigned to pick oranges on one very hot morning. Armed with big bags, and in the company of our student hosts, we hiked the two kilometres to the orange groves and, before working, ate oranges fresh from the trees. Delicious! It gave me a warm feeling to see the students of two cultures, happily conversing and filling the big containers with oranges. The Cuban students have to meet a quota in all aspects of their farm work and the orange containers they had to fill were huge. After lunch, the Cuban and Canadian students played soccer, volleyball, and baseball. In this baseball-mad country, the students only had bits of wood to use as bats. Soccer was played on dirt with sticks for goal posts. We gave a lot of donations to this school including some baseball gear. (Should anyone be travelling to Cuba, sports equipment would be most welcome in Cuban schools). We delivered letters from one of our school’s Spanish classes. The students were very excited and immediately wrote answers with creative illustrations. Visiting Cuban students made a huge impression on my designer-clad, MP3-toting students. Yes, there is life without malls, credit cards, and the latest clothing and this became more and more obvious as our journey continued. We visited the memorial to Che Guevara in Santa Clara, and the beautiful cities of Cienfuegos and Trinidad. In Cienfeugos, the people of a CDR (Committee for the Defence of the Revolution) had a street party for us. Ordinary people ranging in age from 5 to 80 sang and danced for us, talked with us, and welcomed us with great warmth. We collected many donations for the trip and this was one of the places we gave clothing and personal items. We also presented the CDR with a large Canadian flag and gave Canadian pins to all present. Our journey ended in an all-inclusive hotel on the Ancón peninsular near the beautiful town of Trinidad. The students loved the beach and the food but were they happy? No. Isolated from the Cubans, they longed to return to the lively, dusty, streets of Havana, the simple Hotel Vedado, and the constant company of Habaneros. On the day we left Cuba, I was amazed to see all the students, even the Grade 12 boys and our guide Onelio, in tears at the José Martí airport in Havana. This was my eighth trip to Cuba and the magic of the island and the warmth of the people never ceases to engulf me each time I return. For more information on our trip, go to www.hellocuba.ca, click on schools and then click on Fraser Heights. Jacqui Birchall teaches at Fraser Heights Secondary School, Surrey. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/issues/research.aspx?id=5814,BCTF > Key views of specialist teachers at School J Secondary, Nanaimo, B.C.  	Untitled Page  For Teachers For Parents For Media Home E-mail Lists Links A to Z Index Contact Us Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources Home > Issues in Education > Inclusive Education > Research Project Key views of specialist teachers at School J Secondary, Nanaimo, B.C. by Bob Esliger Spring 2003 Executive Summary Introduction Five specialist support teachers at School J Secondary met to volunteer their perspectives on services provided to students with special needs and to ESL students in the school, and how these services have changed over time and in this school year. They also considered their roles as specialist support teachers, and how such roles had changed over time. Specialist teacher demographics The five specialist support teachers were highly experienced, both as subject/classroom teachers, and as specialist support teachers, as can be seen below: Teacher Total teaching years Years as a specialist teacher 1 33 17 2 22 20 3 14 5 4 25 13 5 28 24 Common themes and perspectives There are fewer services delivered to a smaller number of students and only to those most in need. There is a reduced sense of job satisfaction and reduced morale by the specialist teacher. There are reduced services, resulting in increased student problems. There is evidence of increased numbers of students with special needs in elective courses. Specialist teachers are compromising their personal and professional ethics. Relationships appear to be more tense and problematic. Specialist teachers are assuming a blended role. Paperwork and administrative tasks have increased. There is reduced capacity for collaboration and consultation. There appears to be less direction provided by the school district for Special Education. There are a few positives to the cuts in special education. Conclusion The specialists support teachers at School J Secondary provide a common perspective that services to students with special needs, and services to ESL students, are facing severe problems this school year. Of the eleven common themes and perspectives generated from the data, ten are negative. Of those, three directly identify reduced levels of services to students. Six identify and explore the increased complexity and difficulty associated with the role of the specialist support teacher, and one identifies concerns with the lack of district support and direction for Special Education and ESL. The comments which indicate some positive consequences indicate little change for some teachers in some areas such as low incidence services, working relationships and school-based team processes. The data are not contradictory, but merely reflect the different experiences and views of the specialist support teachers, who see many negative consequences but also some areas where service levels are maintained or even improved. However, the overwhelming conclusion from these data is that there are many negative impacts this school year. As one reads through the verbatim comments, it is hard not to be struck by the extent of the negative impacts, and the sense that, as one teacher stated: “Service is cut at the cost of the student’s education.” Such cuts are a direct consequence of provincial government decisions which have forced the district to reduce levels of staffing so that services to all students are reduced. Provincial elimination of targeted funding appears to be changing designations, with the consequence that some students who once received service no longer do so. There are also indications of increased behaviour problems and evidence that more students may be dropping out of school. The “blending” of roles, combining Special Education/ESL/Learning Assistance means increased complexity and the likelihood of limited expertise in newly-acquired responsibilities. Continually-increasing paperwork, deteriorating working relationships, and reduced capacity for collaboration are causing lower morale among the specialist support teachers and the increased likelihood that specialist support teachers will quit the role if it becomes unmanageable. Impacts on these teachers reduce the capacity of the school and the district to meet students’ needs. While all of these impacts can be directly linked to government legislative, funding, and contract decisions, they are not all new. Cuts have been incremental over several years. What is new this school year is that more severe impacts have been felt immediately. When added to the incremental cuts of earlier years, the cumulative impact is more obvious and more severe. The impacts on the role of the specialist support teachers are considerable, and should be of great concern to district and provincial policy-makers if such policy-makers have any interest in maintaining the province’s inclusionary policy. Inclusion needs specialist support teachers who understand the philosophy and practices of inclusion, so that they can directly teach students and support the work of classroom teachers, while also carrying out roles in assessment, collaborative planning, and communication with parents. Provincial government decisions which have a negative impact on the specialists’ ability to perform these roles mean that less inclusion will occur. The only alternative to providing effective specialist support in Special Education, ESL, and Learning Assistance, is that every classroom teacher is fully prepared for and capable of teaching to a huge range of diversity. There is no evidence that this preparation and capacity currently exists. A survey of almost 400 teachers in Nanaimo and Coquitlam found that over 40% of teachers felt professionally unprepared to teach to such diversity. Teacher preparation course in both ESL and Special Education are minimal. In light of these facts, there is a clear need for effective specialist support. Much of this expertise is already present in our system, but is being cut because of provincial government decisions. Concurrent with some government decisions making the job of the specialist support teacher more complex and difficult, and less satisfying, other government decisions are placing extra demands on classroom teachers. These include increased class sizes and no limits to class composition – both phenomena reported from these and other data as negatively impacting teachers and reducing their capacity to meet students’ needs. So at the very time that the situation for classroom teachers is becoming more challenging, and that specialist support teachers need to be offering more help to their classroom peers, they are forced to offer less. This is potentially a recipe for disaster, but one which is easily avoidable if the consequences of cuts at schools like this are understood, and then reversed. The specialist teachers’ views The verbatim comments, organized by theme Less counselling services are available. Less counselling services are available. ESL students are receiving less service. LA students are getting less service because the number of available seats is less, therefore cannot reach as many students Only the most needy students are receiving any services. The group of students requiring service is larger than ever, which means that the services are watered down to accommodate the numbers, resulting in no student-specific services, less time for individual attention, and increased demands to complete paperwork. There are a small number of students in the school who are using the most resources, and these same students have less overall potential. There are more students requiring services, so it only makes sense that they are receiving less attention per student. The most needy students whose behaviour doesn’t require immediate attention get no services. The students who have the unacceptable behaviour are the students who are receiving services. The quiet students who are requiring services but do not present as behaviour problems are left on their own. The cuts in special education have created two big, dangerous areas: The reduction in counselling – the students with emotional difficulties are not getting their needs met and it is impacting their education in a very substantial way. The movement to site-based management. Inclusive services are gone. Teachers still maintain the belief about inclusion, and hold it dearly, but there is no time or resources to ensure student success. The amount of time for teaching is less due to the number of students and the severity of needs. The students who have the need “at the moment” get the attention. There is less individualized attention and more group instruction. The most needy students usually override the programs and needs of others. LA teachers provide no in-class support but use peer tutors to provide some support to needy students. When the system as burdened as it is, we have to tread lightly to deliver services and not to give the regular classroom teacher the feeling that they are not successfully doing their job. People are sensitive. People are feeling guilty for not doing everything they think they should but realize there are not enough hours in the day to accomplish. All specialist teachers in the school have a caseload and direct teaching load and are maxed to the hilt without doing any extras for anyone else. No time, no energy, no resources. Specialist teachers are not doing any adapting of curriculum for the classroom teacher anymore due to limited time and resources. If this happens at all, the specialist teachers do it for their students and the regular classroom teachers who have the knowledge do it for their students. Classroom teachers feel that they have too many students with special needs in their classrooms. There are students with special needs who have no program in place because there is no room in special education programs. Specialist teachers used to track students and offer help to regular classroom teachers, but this is no longer possible. Can’t provide adaptations and/or modifications for the regular classroom teacher because all the specialist teachers have full caseloads and are teaching every block. The specialist teachers are tied-up with the students to whom they provide direct service. The regular classroom teacher doesn’t have the LAT or the RR teacher as resources for those students anymore. The resource room students don’t do as well as they have in previous years because of the lack of support in electives. There is no special education district leadership reaching the school. The district ESL resource person position has been cut. It needs to be there! There are no district staff left in special education. There is no respect for leadership in this school district. District services are gone but school-based services have picked up at this school. This is still a negative because the spaces are limited and many students are not getting the services they require. An example might be that a student will get LA while waiting for a seat in the RR or alternate program. School-based support teachers are faced with doing everything for themselves. There is no district co-ordination of equipment and resources for special education. If you need something you have to spend time on the phone to locate it somewhere in the district. Occupational Therapy and Physiotherapy services have been greatly reduced. There is less Speech/Language Pathologist (SLP) time, although the SLP fights to maintain time at the high-school level. This is not common in the district to have SLP time at the high school. Not enough time to conduct formal assessments for students. Not enough time to celebrate student successes in learning partly because no benchmarks were observed initially. The most space is five seats per block for drop-ins in the LAC. If three classroom teachers send three students each to the LAC they cannot be accommodated. However, there are 86 teachers on staff. All students in special programs are receiving a lesser quality of service and some students are receiving no service at all. There is less time to spend with students providing individual contact and this is against the formula that special education was built on. The cuts in special education are seen as neglect. The cuts in counselling have reduced the success rate of students with emotional difficulties. These students are simply not able to cope in the regular classroom without supports in place. The students we could have the greatest effect on are the last to get service. Yes, many students with special needs are placed into the elective courses. Especially Art classes, but they usually do not pass because of lack of support. They start out doing well, start their projects, but don’t finish them, and receive failing grades. These students are seen to have the ability but they cannot stay organized, and fall through the cracks. There is no time to consult with the regular classroom teachers. The Specialist Teachers have all they can handle with the students are assigned to them, so they cannot go looking to find students who are slipping through the cracks. This service is cut at the cost of the student’s education. Parents will have to pay for the extra out of their own pocket because it is no longer available at the school level. Society will have to accept tax increases to create a more adequate education system. It may have been a lack of vision that put this service in place in the first place if it cannot be maintained. There are definite inequities going on here! If the most needy students are blocked into the LAC in the timetable and there are no additional seats for students to “drop in,” then the “grey area” students get nothing. The “grey area” students are receiving services last, which means that they do not get any services. We have to invest in the “grey area” students because these students have the greatest ability to succeed. The “grey area” students are the last to get the services they need. The “grey area” students used to get some services in LA, but the seats are now full in LA and these students are not receiving services. The “grey area” students are not getting any services. The “grey area” students can sometimes get some attention when there is a low incidence student in the classroom, because the EA may be able to extend service to provide some sort of support for them. Teachers have learned the benefits of having a low incidence student in their classes. The “grey area” students are experiencing a serious drop in services. The school is very likely not meeting the needs of the “grey area” students. The LA teachers often don’t know who the “grey area” students are and if the LA centre is booked full with the most needy students, the “grey area” students do not get any service. The “grey area” students used to receive services in the LA centre but that cannot happen as much any more. It also is different each semester depending on the student’s course load. The “grey area” student is in serious trouble. The consideration of these student’s educational program has been severely compromised. These students are very frustrated, they stop attending, and they eventually drop out of school because they are not receiving any services. Specialist teachers are not complaining, although they are experiencing frustration, as are the regular classroom teachers, with meeting the needs of the “grey area” students. There are fewer than ever IEPs in the regular classroom that are set up with the regular classroom teacher to assist a “grey area” student there. EAs are in the best position to inform specialist teachers of the needs/problems in the regular classroom. The classroom teacher will assist when asked, but usually the EA will inform the specialist teacher and the specialist teachers will adapt/modify the materials to make the program work. This works at a minimal level for low incidence students because they are obvious in the classroom. The “grey area” students still get nothing. And the service provided to the classroom teacher takes away from the direct service the specialist teacher could be providing somewhere else. There is always the guilt of not providing the services in both places at the same time. In the past, students remained designated for a year after their educational program started working, because the supports were seen to be required to ensure success. Now, the students are de-designated far too quickly. Some are never designated again and never get the services they require, or may drop out of school due to frustration. Other students are redesignated into a more severe category, which may have been avoidable had they been able to continue receiving the supports from the previous designation. The students with a history of receiving special education services have a better chance of receiving minimal assistance in the regular classroom elective course. The students who are unidentified suffer the most. There are often offers made to classroom teachers that they simply won’t accept. This could be for a variety of reasons, but it is speculated that the classroom teacher has his/her hands full running the class without making several continuous changes for the 32 students present in the class. The classroom teachers state that there simply isn’t enough time to do everything and something has to be left undone. The students with the most vocal parents and the most severe needs receive some sort of service. One specialist teacher put it this way: There are three types of students who are taught in special education programs: the independent learner, the dependent learner, and the frustrated learner. 30% of the students with special needs are independent learners and do reasonably well. 70% of the students in special education programs fall into the dependent learner and frustrated learner categories and require constant guidance in their educational programs or we will loose them due to frustration. Frustration breeds behaviour problems, which eventually leads to the student dropping out of school and creating an increased burden on society. It seems that poor behaviour is catching and increasing. If the specialist teacher has to leave the room to deal with the most severe, then the other students get nothing. The students with minor behaviour problems do receive direct instruction from their peers on how to become severe behaviour problem students and receive the “negative” attention from the specialist teacher. Four blocks of 18 students each. In 2002 the school had more blocks of some sort of special education classes than in 2003. In 2003, the school has reduced its services for special education classes. It must be noted that there are no fewer students. More students are showing up as requiring services, but there is no time for them. There is a reduced sense of job satisfaction and reduced morale by the specialist teacher. Many teachers were moved into positions that they have never taught before and positions that they would not have chosen – this has a major impact on service delivery across the board. Support teachers are feeling stress over finding enough time to provide service delivery for ESL students. The ESL program was designed as a pull-out program, but with less pull-out possible, the students fall ever further behind. The rules are changing and no one appears to be in charge of the changes. There is increased paperwork and less time for the ESL students. Support teachers still love their jobs but are worried and stressed over the quality of the services that they can provide. There is some tension with classroom teachers because they are not able to accommodate all the needs for them. Regular classroom teachers make demands on support teachers (who are feeling maxed out with their caseload) and this causes stress. There are different priorities now. Specialist teachers used to worry about details and follow-up of student programs, but now the specialist teacher has to let some of that go. Things are more cut-and-dried now. Once the specialist teacher has let the worries go (about providing the same level of service as in previous years) their morale has increased again. This has even caused physical illnesses until it was dealt with properly. Specialist teachers feel bad that some students are not doing as well as they could be. Classroom management is becoming more relaxed and there is less parental contact. Classroom teachers are feeling overloaded with the diversity of student needs, and feel that they cannot take any more. Specialist teachers feel attacked when a regular classroom teacher asks, “Why is ‘so and so’ in my class?” Counsellors are not appearing in the lunchroom anymore at lunchtime because they would end up working all the time. Many specialist teachers have changed where why eat lunch because they can’t tolerate the negativity around class composition and teachers commenting on the extent of student needs appearing in the regular classroom. This has made the specialist teacher retreat and isolate themselves in order to not feel attacked, and guilty for not being able to help more. The specialist teachers report that they are still happy facing the students that they provide services to. They are aware that the role of the regular classroom teacher has changed in a negative manner. One specialist teacher has advised his own child not to become a teacher. Specialist teachers view the morale of the regular classroom teacher as being low. More teachers are considering early retirement. The “us” and “them” mentality has gotten even worse between teachers and administrators. The union mentality is increasing and more teachers are becoming aware of the parts of their contract that support them in not accepting more duties as a teacher. Specialist teachers have to work specifically on managing their own stress. Specialist teachers are noticing that the regular classroom teachers are starting to expect less from them – and that hurts. Elective teachers are feeling overloaded and overwhelmed with the diversity of needs with which they are faced. Specialist teachers feel that they have too many students to be responsible for. Specialist teachers, like their colleagues in regular education classrooms, are considering early retirement or changes in their assignment. Senior teachers appear upset with the quality of students in the senior grades. Specialist teachers are feeling the pressures of an overloaded system. Regular classroom teachers are feeling the pressures, too. This could be because of an aging teaching workforce coupled with the cuts in services to special populations. Teacher morale is low and teachers have difficulty attending any after-school meetings. Therefore, no specialist teacher is trying to schedule an after-school meeting. Specialist teachers are feeling vulnerable. This is a truly negative feeling. Personal inner conflict around the identification of students. Do we identify and designate? Rely on the SBT to make a decision. Less individual support-teacher decision-making. Nothing remains the same for long. Support teachers are more apt to do things for themselves and view outside advice as interference. Regular classroom teachers feel the same way to some extent. Support staff are less likely to seek advice from their colleagues because they know that everyone is feeling heavily burdened. They are more likely to seek parental input. Support staff are no longer trying to push regular classroom teachers to do anything differently. It is far to difficult to ask an overwhelmed regular classroom teacher to make changes in their instructional strategies. Specialist teachers feel more like they need to cover themselves regarding meetings with parents. A lot of time is spent documenting phone conversations and meetings so that these letters can be placed in files, especially if a parent or student is declining services. This takes away from teaching time. Specialist teachers are becoming more focused on doing their job only while at school. They are learning not to take their work home with them. There are reduced services, resulting in increased student problems. At least five students from alternate education are in electives and they are not doing very well in managing their behaviours in the regular classroom. Three of the five are being removed from their electives because their behaviours are unacceptable and there are no resources to provide assistance to the elective classroom teacher to assist the alternate students. Enrolment in alternate education doesn’t change when a student is placed into an elective class, because it is expected that they will probably be back because they cannot survive in a regular classroom without support and there is no support for them. Therefore, the student is not successful, feels defeated, and doesn’t have a positive school experience. Art is an academic course and because of this the students don’t do well. The students could be more successful if the course was adapted or modified for them but there are no human resources available to do this service, and the classroom teacher is taxed to the max to deal with the students in the class and prepare and mark assignments. The same problems occur in woodwork classes and the other electives. More teachers are requesting (even demanding) peer tutors to assist them in dealing with students with special needs. The resource room students and the low incidence students are easy to recognize in the regular classroom and the teacher will seek support from the LAT or the Peer Tutoring teacher. There is more direct teaching to the “group” and less individualized teaching. With increased numbers this is the only reasonable way to work with the students. There is not enough time and resources to meet the needs of the ESL and International Student Education (ISE) students. There is less time for service delivery because of the paperwork required for the ESL students. The LA teachers are able to provide some of the same collaboration-type services they have provided in the past – but with no advancement. There is a lack of resources and time to provide and increase in-service. We went from having no more than 12 special education students per block to 18 special education students per block. That is 72 student classes and 72 IEPs. These students are all working at different levels and in different subjects. The alternate program is expected to accommodate all the subjects in all the blocks along with accommodating and supporting student’s behavioural needs. Alternate students have a range of studies, diverse age range, and some are in electives. Elective teachers expect service from the alternate program teacher but there is not the time, resources, or energy to do this. The specialist teacher is loaded with a caseload every block and has to put the available time and effort into managing the students who are present in the program at that time. Only the designated students with blue-files1 have formal IEP meetings. The other students have IEPs that they work with the specialist teacher to create. Specialist teachers try to arrange meetings during class time, but that takes away from time with students. These are IEP, SBT, team meetings, staff meetings, Goal Area Committee meetings, phoning parents, etc. New teachers and the support staff are feeling very unsettled because of the impending cuts. Service delivery will change dramatically again with further cuts to special education, and cuts in support staff. We cannot designate students without complete documentation. Many students have been designated in the categories that don’t generate funds. This causes great problems because some students who should be designated are not – but this could be seen as less problematic than designating students and not being able to provide them with suitable programs. Many adaptations are in place for alternative exam procedures up to Grade 11. Students in Grade 12 must be designated in order to have these services in place in Grade 12. This focus on Grade 12 students takes away from junior students every year. It creates a scramble to assist the Grade 12 students. We are now counting “slow learners” into the LD population. Therefore more students are being designated into this category. If a student meets the criteria for a designation they are designated. But, the question is, do the designated students get the services they need? No, not always. We deal with the aspects that can be dealt with. We don’t make promises that we can’t keep. The IEP has only the parts that can be delivered. Most special education students don’t write the FSA but if they are in a regular class and no one had the time to get to them or the regular classroom teacher then they may end up writing, not doing well, and feeling down on themselves. More students are being placed in situations where they cannot cope. The result is severe behaviours, frustration, and truancy. This process is unbelievable. The meetings at which de-designations occur is becoming shameful. The “mold” has shrunk and the expected level of student performance has become very bizarre. Many students cannot fit into this mold and fall through the cracks. The biggest change is in the number of students who were designated as moderate behaviour. These students have been de-designated and in a short time redesignated again as severe behaviour. This practice is shameful. The resources should be there before the student’s behaviours rise to this level. Student frustration levels are increasing. There is evidence of increased numbers of students with special needs in elective courses. Yes, many students with special needs are placed into the elective courses, especially Art classes, but they usually do not pass because of lack of support. They start out doing well, start their projects but don’t finish them, and receive failing grades. These students are seen to have the ability, but they cannot stay organized and fall through the cracks. Art is an academic course and because of this the students don’t do well. The students could be more successful if the course was adapted or modified for them, but there are no human resources available to do this service and the classroom teacher is taxed to the max to deal with the students in the class and prepare and mark assignments. The same problems occur in Woodwork classes and the other electives. The students with a history of receiving special education services have a better chance of receiving assistance in the regular classroom elective course. The students who are unidentified suffer the most. There is no time to consult with the regular classroom teachers. The school is doing a fabulous job of fostering inclusion for the low incidence students. No teachers have had difficulties accepting low incidence students into their classes. Even though the contract language of the “no more than two” rule was stripped from the teachers’ contract, the school still tries its best to maintain the “no more than two” rule whenever possible. However, the low incidence students bring an EA to the classroom with them and this is another pair of hands to assist in making the situation work. Sometimes the elective teacher asks not to have the low incidence student registered in the class because it would take a seat away from another students. These are teachers who feel confident in offering components of an elective that would be useful to the low incidence student and the EA also offers to help the classroom teacher whenever possible. The school operates on a “good will” basis and everyone is feeling that their opinions are valued. Specialist teachers are compromising their personal and professional ethics. The bar has been lowered. Most specialist teachers feel manipulated by the timetable. Now the situation has occurred where the timetable determines who is placed in the alternate program. Specialist teachers are sometimes dictated to, as their programs are a place to put a student when the regular classroom isn’t working. Sometimes the specialist teacher has students placed with them in order to solve a regular-classroom problem – and not a special-education issue. Some specialist teachers are not attending meetings because they are seen as non-productive and time-consuming. So, yes, there is collaboration everywhere you turn. Many times it is negative. Many things are attempted for students but not as many “ideas” are being followed through. The Specialist teacher doesn’t feel so vulnerable when they can get the signature of a parent on the IEP. The focus appears to be on designating the students who can bring in the funding to the school. The school is forced to make priorities and make decisions on what will benefit the greatest number of students. The intent is always to increase opportunities for students to be successful in their educational programs, but the opportunities are becoming limited. With less district staff and support there will be more low incidence students at the schools who will be missed and not designated. It is easy to miss a chronic health designation if you are not skilled in putting the plan together. More often than not, the IEP meeting doesn’t happen. Most frequently the IEP is sent home, or developed at the school with a documented phone call home to discuss the IEP. Sometimes the IEP is reviewed with the parents on meet-the-teacher nights. Many meetings are done informally. It is easier. IEPs and individualized services cannot be done. If we were in a business where we were providing customer service we would be bankrupt. IEP meetings are most frequently comprised of the specialist teacher, the student, and the EA when possible. Relationships appear to be more tense and problematic. New teachers and the support staff are feeling very unsettled because of the impending cuts. Service delivery will change dramatically again with further cuts to special education, and cuts in support staff. Nothing remains the same for long. Support teachers are more apt to do things for themselves and view outside advice as interference. Regular classroom teachers feel the same way to some extent. Support staff are less likely to seek advice from their colleagues because they know that everyone is feeling heavily burdened. They are more likely to seek parental input. Support staff are no longer trying to push regular classroom teachers to do anything differently. It is far too difficult to ask an overwhelmed regular classroom teacher to make changes in their instructional strategies. Specialist teachers used to track students and offer help to regular classroom teachers, but this is no longer possible. Can’t provide adaptations and/or modifications for the regular classroom teacher because all the specialist teachers have full caseloads and are teaching every block. The specialist teachers are tied-up with the students to whom they provide direct service. The regular classroom teacher doesn’t have the LAT or the RR teacher as resources for those students anymore. The resource room students don’t do as well as they have in previous years because of the lack of support in electives. There is added tension between colleagues while at work. At school there is a surface anxiety about entering into conversations about teaching and the needs of students in the classroom. Specialist teachers are assuming a blended role. Specialist teachers have noted a blended role situation. The alternate teacher is the junior/senior alternate teacher, the junior/senior resource room teacher, and is also responsible for home school programs. The junior resource teacher is now the 8–12 resource room teacher every block with a mix of junior/senior students, LA students, and ESL students. The LA teacher is now working with peer tutors (120/year), 20 ESL students per year, 1.5 blocks of LA, and 0.5 block of ISE (International Student Education). LA teachers do program development and school-based assessments. LA teachers have up to 18 students on their caseload every block as well as their new duties. The EA is doing more paperwork and secretarial tasks than before. There is no mentoring of new EAs from the local college as before, because the program EAs have changed every year due to program cuts and EAs being reassigned to new locations. Therefore, it is not appropriate to have a new program EA mentor a new EA student. There is a definite increase in the number of students, especially with no cap on the number you can be assigned. The teacher’s role is blended and so the direct teaching duties have also been blended. There is less individualized attention and more group instruction. The most needy students usually override the programs and needs of others. Support staff skills also determine what can be done and when. Support staff are changing yearly, if not every semester, due to cuts. Therefore, it is difficult to make long-term plans because the human resource skills determine what can be accomplished. Individualized teaching is fitted in where it can occur, and group teaching is planned into specific blocks of time. Many changes in CUPE support staff due to layoff/recall due to cuts (based on seniority and training). It is a very time-consuming process to work with untrained support staff. A noticeable result of district cuts is in the turn-around time for dealing with personnel issues. A major difficulty in staffing at this school (resulting in a reduction in educational programming for students) took over one year to resolve due to the lack of district personnel available to deal with such matters. The EA in the alternate program has faced an increase in duties because now they have to assume the responsibility of the class while the program teacher is out dealing with a severe behaviour incident – and this is happening more frequently. Therefore, you are dealing with more than 18 severe behaviour students per block, you also have to acknowledge the 4 behaviour students in electives, and the 8 who are on home study. The workload has increased significantly. Since there is no cap on caseload anymore, the specialist teacher becomes case-manager for a larger number of students and also responsible for maintaining the blue-files for designated students. The counsellors update the blue-files for the designated behaviour students. In LA the majority of IEPs are for LD, a few for behaviours, and a few who are in a reading program. ESL and International (ISE) students also are in the LAC at the same time working on their programs. The teacher in the low incidence program is responsible for 12 students who are designated into the low incidence category. Along with that, the teacher also is responsible for 14 peer tutors, 5 EAs, scheduling programs, scheduling lunch for 12 disabled students with 2 EAs, as the other EAs are employed in a different job at lunch. The specialist teacher in the low incidence program is also responsible for the recycling programs for bottles, cans, and paper. There is a lack of EA substitutes and when an EA is away the specialist teacher is sometimes faced with sending a student home because of safety issues. There is a big issue with moving support staff to cover for others for toileting/feeding when an EA is away. It is a “sore spot” as no one likes to be removed from their job to cover for someone else – especially if the system is failing the students in providing the necessary resources to keep them in an educational program. If an EA for a dependent student is away and there is no substitute to take their place, then the LA teacher may lose her/his EA because the EA is reassigned to look after the dependent student. This means that many students in the LA program would not receive the usual level of service on that day. Tough questions: Who gets the EA? Where do you take an EA from? Whose educational program should suffer? Paperwork and administrative tasks have increased. All students in special programs are on an IEP of some type. Some specialist teachers see the de-designation process as a method to reduce paperwork at the school level. IEPs are based on the results of the psycho-educational assessments. This is felt to be safer. The IEPs have become more vague and more general. IEPs are developed on what is happening in the specialist classroom rather on the specific needs of students. There are promises in the IEP that can’t be kept. Signatures are not appearing on the IEP and it is usually discussed with the parent on the phone. Parents appear happy and satisfied with what is in the IEPs. The Specialist teacher doesn’t feel so vulnerable when they can get the signature of a parent on the IEP. The blue-files for students who are designated are more thorough than ever. All other students with special needs get a generic IEP and no parent signature. The amount of paperwork has become ridiculous. There is a form for everything. The District IEP template appears to create “busywork.” Specialist teachers feel that their time would be better spent working with the students rather than on paperwork. The focus should be on tracking student progress. Special education doesn’t hold teachers as accountable as it should. Too much paperwork! Time should be spent working with the students. About 30% of the specialist teacher time is on paperwork. The increase in paperwork is for two reasons: the first is to be more accountable to parents and the school and the second reason is to protect oneself from legal action – so everything is documented – from making an offer of service to a teacher that is refused, to an offer to a parent to come in that is refused. There is an increase in paperwork for behaviour plans, IEPs, referral forms, testing, SBT, filing, photocopying, and then updating everything. The paperwork has increased because there are more students requiring services. Paperwork and meetings have increased substantially. Especially for ESL students. We are using the district template for the IEP and the work is front loaded – which means that after the initial work to create an IEP the updates are not time-consuming. Specialist teachers have accessed release time for IEP development (which is occurring in isolation). It is difficult to create 50 different IEPs for 50 students, have 50 IEP meetings, and teach a full caseload each block as well. There is reduced capacity for collaboration and consultation. Control over special education funding and services should be maintained at the district level. It is far too risky to leave it up to the school. There would be no district vision. There is not enough time and resources to meet the needs of the ESL and International (ISE) students. There is less time for service delivery because of the paperwork required for the ESL students. Many changes in CUPE support staff due to layoff/recall due to cuts (based on seniority and training). It is a very time-consuming process to work with untrained support staff. A noticeable result of district cuts is in the turn-around time in dealing with personnel issues. A major difficulty in staffing at this school (resulting in a reduction in educational programming for students) took over one year to resolve due to the lack of district personnel available to deal with such matters. EAs are in the best position to inform specialist teachers of the needs/problems in the regular classroom. The classroom teacher will assist when asked but usually the EA will inform the specialist teacher and the specialist teachers will adapt/modify the materials to make the program work. This works at a minimal level for low incidence students because they are obvious in the classroom. The “grey area” students still get nothing. And the service provided to the classroom teacher takes away from the direct service the specialist teacher could be providing somewhere else. There is always the guilt of not providing the services in both places at the same time. The LA teachers are able to provide some of the same collaboration type services that they have provided in the past – but with no advancement. There is a lack of resources and time to provide and increase in service. LA teachers provide no in-class support but use peer tutors to provide some support to needy students. There are often offers made to classroom teachers that they simply won’t accept. This could be for a variety of reasons, but it is speculated that the classroom teacher has his/her hands full running the class without making several continuous changes for the 32 students present in the class. The classroom teachers state that there simply isn’t enough time to do everything and something has to be left undone. The students with the most vocal parents and the most severe needs receive some sort of service. When the system is burdened as it is we have to tread lightly to deliver services and not to give the regular classroom teacher the feeling that they are not successfully doing their job. People are sensitive. People are feeling guilty for not doing everything they think they should but realize there are not enough hours in the day to accomplish. All specialist teachers in the school have a caseload and direct teaching load, and are maxed to the hilt without doing any extras for anyone else. No time, no energy, no resources. Specialist teachers are doing much less adapting of curriculum for the classroom teacher anymore due to limited time and resources. If it is happening at all, the specialist teachers do it for their students, and the regular classroom teachers who have the knowledge do it for their students. There appears to be less direction provided by the school district for Special Education. Yes, the specialist teachers feel like they have control but they are limited by the scarcity resources. The ISE program has a district resource person and it is working well. There is a lack of “entry-level” leadership positions. No one is being mentored to fill leadership positions. There is a PSA, but it has an elementary focus. This school principal is excellent but that is just the luck of the draw. Many school administrators don’t care too much about special education. There is a great danger in this regard with respect to site-based management. The school principal could eliminate special education altogether. This district is characterized as having poor leadership and in making poor decisions at the cost of the students’ education. The lack of district leadership can be seen at the school-based team (SBT) when a placement decision needs to be made. Site-based management has caused the reduction in district leadership. It feels like it is “everybody for themselves”. The lack of district support is very obvious. There is no district direction. Support programs at the school have requested and have been denied equipment for special needs students. This is due to a lack of resources at the district level. There is a stepped-up accountability for ESL and ISE. But accountability for the other students is still not required in a formal manner. Site-based management could possibly make school administrators only look at their own site and there would be no-one providing district vision for the “big picture”. There are a few positives to the cuts in special education. International students are getting more services. The cuts have not made an impact on the services to low incidence students because the program is staffed based on a formula which is dependent on student numbers and needs. Specialist teachers feel that they have some control in their programs, and have the flexibility and autonomy that they have earned after being in the school for a number of years. However, staffing and timetabling have the ultimate control. SBT is more efficient now than in the past. The SBT only meets every two weeks. No change generally. The working relationships continue as usual. There are peaks and valleys. It can be described as positive. No deterioration because of the cuts. Actually it is better in some ways: There is less red tape to get through. Communication between staff members is more direct. There is no time for whining or complaining. We are all in the same boat. Everyone recognizes that these matters are “to the point” where it is a reflection of the lack of resources, and it is not taken personally. ________________________ 1 Blue-files are the district’s special education designation files where all the documents that are required for each designation category are put. This standardizes the process for designated students in every school.   About Us | News & Events | Publications | Advocacy & Action | Social Justice | Issues in Education © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=29506,BCTF News Releases  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources   For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development News Release Archives 2014  2013  2012    2011 2010  2009  2008 2007  2006  Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2013 Archives   BCTF News Release  FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  March 15, 2012 Teachers tackle funding, bargaining, election issues and more at AGM   After a decade of cuts, BC now ranks last in Canada on seven key measures of education funding, according to the latest Statistics Canada data. Per-student funding in BC is almost $1,000 below the national average. These and other worrisome facts are featured in a new booklet called Better schools for BC: The numbers tell the story. Produced by the BC Teachers’ Federation, the booklet is part of teachers’ efforts to highlight the importance of public education as an issue in the upcoming election. See it here: http://www.bctf.ca/IssuesInEducation.aspx?id=29502.  Government underfunding, collective bargaining, political action and many more issues will be on the agenda at the BCTF’s 97th Annual General Meeting taking place at the Hyatt Regency Hotel in downtown Vancouver from Saturday, March 16 through to Tuesday, March 19. See the agenda here: http://www.bctf.ca/uploadedFiles/Public/NewsAndEvents/AGM/AGM2013Agenda.pdf. “Now more than ever, teachers feel the responsibility to raise our voices and speak out for a quality public education system,” said BCTF President Susan Lambert.  “No matter which party is in government, it’s our duty to advocate for the teaching and learning conditions that will meet the diverse needs of our students.”  After serving three years as president of the BCTF, Lambert will be stepping down from her post at the end of this school year. At present, BCTF First Vice-President Jim Iker is running uncontested for the position of president, but other candidates may declare themselves at the AGM. Some newsworthy items on the agenda include: Saturday, March 16:  2:00 p.m. –President’s report by Susan Lambert followed by leadership report from BCTF Executive cOMMITTEE.  Sunday, March 17:    2:00 p.m. – Speech by Mi’kmaq activist, educator, and comedian Candy Palmater, followed by resolutions on Aboriginal education and support for the Truth and Reconciliation Commission’s recommendations.  Monday March 18:   12:30 p.m. – Teachers will demonstrate outside the provincial cabinet offices at Canada Place to raise awareness of how students are still waiting for better learning conditions in BC schools.  Media please note:    Much of the meeting will be open to journalists, but some discussions will be conducted in closed sessions.  The hashtag for the event is #BCTF2013.  -  30  - For more information, contact Nancy Knickerbocker, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell). Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141008,thetyee.ca,http://thetyee.ca/News/2014/05/10/Enviro-Ed-Not-Taught/,Enviro Ed 'Won't Be Taught' in New Curriculum, Teachers Say | The Tyee About Advertise Follow Support RSS Topic Aboriginal Affairs BC Election 2013 BC Politics Education Energy Environment Federal Politics Film Food Gender + Sexuality Health Housing Labour + Industry Local Economy Media Municipal Politics Music Photo Essays Podcasts Politics Rights + Justice Science + Tech Transportation Travel Urban Planning + Architecture News Culture Opinion National MediaCheck Solutions Join Craving crack civic election coverage? Help fund it... News Enviro Ed 'Won't Be Taught' in New Curriculum, Teachers Say Educators keep pressure on ministry to rethink changes. By Katie Hyslop, 10 May 2014, TheTyee.ca   Tweet Bug photo via Shutterstock. New Curriculum Erases Enviro Ed, Says Science Teacher Lenny Ross fears changes to what BC kids learn will be anything but green. Teaching that Inspires A teacher learns from the best educators he can find. A Tyee Solutions-Reporting Fellowship Series. The New Green Classroom How teachers are turning kids on to ecology. Read more: Education, Environment In a province dependent on natural resources like forestry, fishing and mining for its livelihood, teaching young students about the human impact on the environment seems like a no-brainer. But as The Tyee reported in January, many British Columbian teachers are concerned the government's proposed new kindergarten to Grade 9 curriculum would require the teaching of complicated environmental concepts in primary science classes, and remove them altogether from older grades' science curriculum and the entirety of social studies curriculum. Current curriculum requires specific learning outcomes related to environmental education in every grade, including education about waterways, food chains, weather and how they impact or are impacted by human activity. But the proposed new curriculum has fewer prescribed learning outcomes and instead focuses on main learning concepts or "big ideas" -- none of which have to do with environmental education. That's what inspired Lenny Ross, a Grade 4/5 science teacher at Strawberry Vale Elementary in Victoria, to reach out to his fellow educators and discuss his fears about the proposed changes. "If you don't identify in one of those 'big ideas' environmental science as a key theme, it won't be taught. There won't be materials provided for it," Ross said last January. Ross's first call to arms in the fall was emailed mainly to fellow teachers and some like-minded professors. Since then, the movement to push back against what he and fellow educators see as an erasure of environmental education in B.C. has grown to include teachers from across the province and environmentalists from across the country. The government has noticed, arranging a meeting earlier this year between Ross's crew and Ministry of Education officials, as well as members of the government's curriculum revision team for science and social studies. While Ross was pleased the meeting took place, he left feeling as though the ministry misunderstood educator concerns about the proposed curriculum changes. "They'll point out places where they think environmental education exists already, and we won't agree with them all the time -- like if there's a study of biology, or cellular structure, that's not environmental ed, that's plain biology," he said, adding some grades continue to receive no environmental education at all. 'Big ideas' that don't include enviro science? In addition to keeping curriculum up-to-date, a ministry spokesperson said in January that the changes include replacing a long list of expected learning outcomes with a set of "big ideas," freeing up teachers to focus on subject areas students are truly interested in, which could include environmental education. Further to that, the ministry's curriculum committee told Ross each "big idea" would include a list of "elaborations" that explain what skills and concepts should be learned under each idea. That isn't enough for Ross, either. "The only way that works is if environmental education becomes a big idea," he said. Ross launched a petition last month with the B.C. Sierra Club to spread awareness about his concerns. It has almost 1,500 signatures and counts Victoria-based artist Robert Bateman among its signers. A follow-up meeting between the environmental ed enthusiasts and the curriculum department was scheduled for this month. But Ross said the government abruptly cancelled it, saying no more public information about the curriculum would be released until 2015. "They said all they'll publish this year is a summary of the feedback," Ross said, adding this isn't how curriculum revisions are traditionally approached. Usually educators get one year to provide feedback on curriculum revisions, followed by another year of "soft launch" where teachers try out the new curriculum on a voluntary basis. The third year is for province-wide implementation of the new curriculum, Ross said. But the ministry told him the "soft launch" would be extended. A ministry spokesperson said there will be another meeting between curriculum developers and concerned educators scheduled before the end of the school year. But he confirmed there was no set date for releasing the curriculum. "The ministry is still in the process of gathering and analyzing the feedback from the [stakeholders] and from the public at large," the spokesperson said. Teachers may begin testing the new curriculum in the fall, providing feedback to the ministry on their experience. There is no date for when they must start using the new curriculum, but the spokesperson said after all revisions are complete, the government expects teachers will want to use it. "It provides more flexibility for students and for educators to delve deeper into subject areas of interest to them and their classrooms," he said. Don't 'overload' curriculum: Fassbender B.C. education critic Rob Fleming inquired about environmental education in the legislature on May 1. "There is a lot of concern that the big ideas around ecology, food chains and environmental stewardship have been completely taken out of the curriculum," Fleming said, addressing education minister Peter Fassbender. "Can the minister give any assurances today that this has been heard, has been revised and is now included in the curriculum, and if not, when that might likely be dealt with by the curriculum review committee?" Fassbender said he's met with several stakeholders, singling out the "environmental community" and the mining industry, who were used to the older, more prescriptive curriculum. The Mining Association of B.C. reached out to the ministry last fall over concerns about the lack of mining concepts covered in the revised curriculum. Nothing is lost in the new curriculum, Fassbender said. "Issues of environmental sustainability, what the core industries and what mining, for example, mean to this province, have not been lost," he said, using mining as a further example to say bigger concepts have been spread out over more grades than just 6 and 7. Fassbender added feedback and criticism of the curriculum would be taken into account when the curriculum is further revised, a statement seconded by the ministry spokesperson. During Question Period last week, Fassbender said the ministry should be careful it doesn't "overload [the curriculum] with things that perhaps in this day and age are not as appropriate as they might have been 20 or 30 years ago." Fleming didn't ask a follow-up question, but Ross took Fassbender's comment to be a reflection of the minister's beliefs about environmental education. "If that is his perspective and that of the government, I guess it explains why environmental education was so diminished in the new curriculum," Ross said. Read more: Education, Environment Katie Hyslop reports on education and youth issues for The Tyee Solutions Society. Follow her on Twitter @kehyslop.   Tweet What have we missed? What do you think? We want to know. Comment below. Keep in mind: Do: Verify facts, debunk rumours Add context and background Spot typos and logical fallacies Highlight reporting blind spots Ignore trolls Treat all with respect and curiosity Connect with each other Do not: Use sexist, classist, racist or homophobic language Libel or defame Bully or troll Troll patrol. Instead, flag suspect activity. Please enable JavaScript to view the comments powered by Disqus. comments powered by Disqus LNG a chance, not a windfall, says BC throne speech Postmedia could soon own almost every English newspaper in Canada. What could possibly go wrong? VIEW: Voting for your principles is 'strategic voting' Petition opposes BC's 'potential muzzling' of non-profits More troubles for BC's big LNG plans Tirade at Tyee by immigration minister's top aide analyzed tweet by tweet Government slow to respond to FOIs? No need to tell Bob Mackin Converting ferries to LNG will save money, reduce fares: CEO See more » Tyee Video Picks Submitted by Tyee staff, Today Last chance to see 'The Vancouver Asahi' baseball story at VIFF. Where do these videos come from? From you. Suggest one here! Most Popular Can 'Cuisine' Make a Better School Lunch? What I Saw with a German Tour of the Oilsands Don't Give Postmedia More Local Monopolies How Much Do You Trust Canada's Wireless Giants? First Nations 'Front and Centre Now': Pierre Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign For Kids, the Meal Is the Message Christy Clark's No Pro at LNG Poker Understanding Harper's Evangelical Mission BC Filmmaking Duo Passes the Acid Test Most Emailed Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign For Kids, the Meal Is the Message Understanding Harper's Evangelical Mission Who'd Be a School Trustee in 2014? Why New Euro-Canada Treaty Is a Gift to Oil Firms BC Filmmaking Duo Passes the Acid Test We Must Heed Naomi Klein's Call China Deal Trumps Province, First Nations on Energy Projects: Treaty Expert Fired Researcher Who Killed Self Was Evaluating Drug Backed by Clark Climate Warriors Must Forge Stronger Alliances, Now Reported Elsewhere Postmedia could soon own almost every English newspaper in Canada (via DeSmog) Petronas CEO warns of 15-year delay to BC LNG project (via G&M) BC government apologizes for firing worker who later killed himself (via the Victoria Times-Colonist) From Tibet to Taiwan, China's outer regions watch Hong Kong protests intently (via the New York Times) It's a shame Jean-Claude Duvalier died a free man, says ex-UN prosecutor (via CBC News) Vancouver's cabbies take aim at Uber (via The Province) Keurig's coffee supremacy challenged by Canadian firm (via Yahoo! News) North and South Korea 'agree to talks' (via BBC News) See more » Your BC: The Tyee's Photo Pool Join The Tyee's Flickr group » View previous selections » Most Commented What I Saw with a German Tour of the Oil Sands (132 comments) Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign (76 comments) 'The Environment Is the Economy': MP Weston (106 comments) Fired Researcher Who Killed Self Was Evaluating Drug Backed by Clark (57 comments) Climate Warriors Must Forge Stronger Alliances, Now (53 comments) ISIS Threat: Let's Refuse to be Scared (79 comments) We Must Heed Naomi Klein's Call (309 comments) Christy Clark's No Pro at LNG Poker (38 comments) Six Steps to Protect Canadians from Flaws in China Trade Deal (128 comments) How Labour Unions Make Us Healthier (31 comments) About The Tyee National Pool Contributors Advertise Contact Funding Jobs Master Classes Privacy Policy Submissions Support The Tyee News Culture Opinion National Mediacheck Solutions Video Publications Tyee News Weekly Archives The Hook Other BC Blogs Reported Elsewhere Steve Burgess Murray Dobbin Michael Geist Crawford Kilian Rafe Mair Andrew Nikiforuk Shannon Rupp Bill Tieleman Dorothy Woodend Follow The Tyee Subscribe by email Subscribe by RSS Tyee Mobile App Managed Hosting by Gossamer Threads × Share article via email Send this article to: Your email address: Your message: Would you like to receive The Tyee's headlines free by email? Yes, every day. Yes, once a week. I already subscribe. No, thanks. Submit Show form again » Close)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/SocialJustice.aspx?id=16462&printPage=true,BCTF > Homophobia and Heterosexism > Take Action  	BCTF Social Justice  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Social Justice > Issues > LGBTQ Taking Action Anti-Homophobia Education in Schools Below are some possibilities for taking action in your local to advocate for change at the school board, within district committees or at the union or school level on LGBTQ issues. Most importantly, gather allies and work together with like-minded individuals in your local or zone.  Sometimes, regional actions are effective for small locals in rural areas of the province. Inform yourself of policies passed by the BCTF in support of LGBTQ students, staff and anti-homophobia education. Consult the BCTF website (Member’s Guide pages 145 to 147) Have your local executive or SJ committee write letters to your school board requesting updates on their compliance with a specific BCTF or Ministry of Education policy. Work with students who are concerned about homophobia and transphobia in schools to prepare a presentation to the local school trustees. Build coalitions and partnerships with local organizations to lobby school trustees for policy change. Go to www.bctf.ca/SocialJustice.aspx?id=17994 to see progressive anti-homophobia policies in other districts. Formally request that your school trustees publically endorse and support the formation of Gay Straight Alliance (GSA) clubs in local high schools. Check school board policies and lobby for changes to Code of Conduct policies to specifically protect students from harassment based upon their “real or perceived sexual orientation or gender identity”. Make sure this clause or something similar to it is in the revised policy. Document incidents of homophobic harassment and graffiti at the school level and request action from administration and school board officials. Address homophobic comments when you hear them made in your classes or hallways and encourage your colleagues to do the same. Congratulate staff who actively promote anti-homophobia and try to build safe places. For some suggestions on how to deal with homophobic comments, please see our resources section and go to “How to Handle Harassment in the Hallways in Three Minutes.” As often as possible, include LGBTQ references and examples in your lesson plans. Use videos and books in your class that include references to LGBTQ people and families. Encourage students to create art instillations or work on projects which send positive messages about LGBTQ realities within schools. (i.e. Pink Day) Check out the BCTF website for information about the National Day Against Homophobia (May 17) for ideas about what you can do in your local. Publicize LBGTQ positive days or events in your union newsletter or with local news media. (Via your local executive and SJ committee) Work with students at a local high school to participate in the National Day of Silence. (see BCTF website for details) Ask SJ reps in all schools to download the “That’s So Gay!” classroom poster or others from the BCTF website and post them in all schools within your district. Book a BCTF Social Justice workshop on LGBTQ issues for your school, district PD day or regional conference to raise awareness and help members develop teaching skills in this area. Apply to the BCTF for funding to host a regional conference for a number of locals in your zone on LGBTQ issues in Education. Contact khartman@bctf.ca for details. Encourage teacher librarians in your district to buy books which positively portray the lives and realities of LGBTQ people for school libraries. Work with supportive teachers, parents, teacher librarians, community groups in your district to donate LGBTQ positive books to elem. and sec. school libraries. (Check out the BCTF or Pride Education Network website www.pridenet.ca for an annotated bibliography of recommended books from Kindergarten to Grade 12) Invite “Out in Schools” to show LGBTQ positive films in local high schools. Log onto www.outinschools.com for details on how to book screenings and preview films. Avoid being derailed by the extreme right...check the BCTF webpage for “Objections to Anti-homophobia Curriculum in Schools” and be prepared with responses to potential concerns in advance. NOTE: You may want to send some of these ideas to supportive Social Justice reps in your local.  Begin to create a local or regional LGBTQ lobbying network which can work together on one or two of these items for the coming school year.  All resources on LGBTQ issues can be found at the following URL: www.bctf.ca/SocialJustice.aspx?id=6106  or log onto the “Social Justice” icon on the BCTF home page and click on the “Issues” icon  to find resources on homophobia and heterosexism For ongoing support on LGBTQ issues contact one of the Committee for Action on Social Justice (CASJ) members who are part of the LGBTQ Action Group at the BCTF.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7252&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 3, November/December 2005 BCTF mobilization protest action Fall 2005 August 20–21 EC meeting • Adopts Contingency Plan. August 22 Special Representative Assembly • Sets strike vote for September 20–22. • Sets strike action plan: – October 3: no supervision, etc. – October 11: rotating strikes – October 24: all-out strike. • Considers legislative intervention response. • Procedure—vote to end job action. August 23–31 Summer Conference • Jinny announces RA decisions. • Core sessions on mobilization planning. • Alfie Kohn takes on government achievement agenda. August 31–September 1 • Meeting with Education Minister Shirley Bond. September 6–8 • Back to school news conference highlights bargaining issues. • BC Federation of Labour officers’ meeting—fully briefed on BCTF Action Plan. • Local general meetings—EC visits. September 12 • EC initiates program of legislative visits by members and PSAs. • BCTF TV, radio, and print ads, including community papers, begins. September 15 • BCPSEA holds news conference: declares talks at an impasse, calls for government intervention. September 19 • BCTF/BCPSEA meet with Labour Minister Mike de Jong in Victoria, appointment of Rick Connolly as a facilitator/ factfinder to hold exploratory talks with the parties. • Essential services hearings at LRB commence. September 20–22 • Strike vote held. • Result 88.5% vote YES. • First meeting with Connolly September 23–24 • September 23: Strike vote results announced publicly. • September 23: LRB rules on first phase of job action—notice requires delay of first phase by one day to September 28. • September 23: EC adopts salary proposal. • September 24: Substantive meeting with Connolly—discuss two tracks to resolution on WLC and possible benefit/ LTD improvements in second year. Provide substantive case materials on issues. September 27–October 1 • September 27: Meeting with Connolly—change in "atmosphere"—less optimistic on possibilities. • September 28: BCTF job action commences. • September 30: LRB–teachers must take attendance. • September 30: Connolly reports to minister—voluntary agreement between the parties not possible. • October 1: Meeting of local presidents—briefing/update. October 3–4 • BCTF radio/newspaper ads. • BCTF meet with Leader of the Opposition. • Government tables Bill 12. • BCFed officers meet. • EC meets October 4. Adopts Action Plan to recommend to members. • BCTF asks locals to organize local meetings October 5 and 6. October 5–7 • Members vote on Action Plan—approve it by 90.5%. • BC Federation of Labour officers vote to support BCTF—call upon labour councils to organize rallies across BC. • BC Fed officers meet with Labour Minister de Jong. • Education Minister Bond announces creation of Learning Round Table. • LRB rules planned walkout by teachers an illegal strike. • BCPSEA files motion in Supreme Court—hearing set for Sunday, October 9. October 7 • Teachers around the province walk off the job—set up picket lines—supported by CUPE and other support staff unions. • BCFed officers at Van Tech high—major media event. • Regular conference calls with Labour Councils begin. • Bill 12 passes in the House. • Labour Minister announces Vince Ready Industrial Inquiry Commissioner. October 8–10 • October 8: BCTF/BCFed meeting—discuss BCFed support—CUPE attends. • October 9: Supreme Court—BCPSEA asks for contempt declaration and fine against BCTF. Justice Brown reserves judgment to October 13. • October 10: BCFed officers meet—identify triggers for action: – failure to bargain – discipline/firings – heavy fines October 11 • Rick Connolly calls BCTF to meeting—exploratory. • Roundtable. Ready IIC issues raised by Connolly. • Labour Council organized rallies held in 19 centres around BC. • Labour and public support for teachers is overwhelming. • Canadian Teachers’ Federation and Washington Education Association weigh in. October 12 • Second of Connolly meetings—going nowhere—nothing there. • BCFed discuss Victoria shutdown for October 17. Objective: get BCTF a table over weekend. October 13 • Justice Brown finds BCTF in contempt of court: – imposes injunction on union expenditures to support contempt – appoints monitor to review BCTF expenditures – no strike pay October 14 • Justice Brown clarifies that her order is not intended to monitor BCTF communications. • BCFed takes over organization of October 17 Victoria rally. October 16 • Jim Sinclair gets government to consider involvement of Vince Ready as a go-between. • BCTF rejects government pre-condition that zero/zero mandate must apply. October 17 • Massive rally in Victoria—whole Lower Island shut down. CUPE out on whole island. • CTF announces "hardship fund." • Government appoints special prosecutor. • Crown counsel announce their refusal to prosecute teachers—conflict of interest. • BCFed announces shutdown in the Kootenays for October 19. • Ready terms of reference changed to include involvement in dispute. October 18 • BCTF meets with Vince Ready to discuss issues in dispute—identifying our key issues. • BCFed officers meet to discuss Wednesday action follow-up. • CUPE members out in northern BC. • Justice Brown reserves ruling on BCPSEA application on fine imposition to October 21. October 19 • Labour shutdown in both East and West Kootenays. Rallies in the region. • Further meeting with Ready. No progress evident. Ready says he will draft recommendations. • EC decides to put our position out publicly next morning in a news conference. • BCCPAC holds news conference. October 20 • BCTF news conference announces our proposal for settlement. • BCFed officers meet, decide to stand down and await recommendations. • OTF/OSSTF ads run in major newspapers. • CUPE out in Interior. • BCTF meets with Ready to clarify recommendations. • BCTF EC decides to accept recommendations with condition of letter on class size/composition. October 21 • BCTF announces its conditional acceptance of Ready recommendations. • Government announces its unconditional acceptance of Ready recommendations. • Justice Brown fines BCTF $500,000. • Government refuses letter requested by BCTF. • BCTF EC recommends acceptance to members in local votes Saturday/Sunday. • CUPE out in Lower Mainland—two large rallies. October 22–23 • BCTF asks CUPE to stand down. • Locals vote on EC recommendation in meetings around the province. • Members vote yes by 77.7% to accept Ready recommendations and return to work October 24.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=19538,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 1, September 2009  The law of unintended consequences By Lucinda Tooker According to the “law of unintended consequences,” any purposeful action will invariably include at least one unforeseen side effect. The unintended side effect can potentially be more significant than any of the intended effects. (Wikipedia, 2009) We have all heard the joke about the student who brings an elaborate project to school. When his friends ask what he is carrying, he replies, “It’s a B+.” We laugh, with a shake of our heads, knowing that this is not far from the reality in our schools today. I think this is a result of the so-called standards movement, manifested in BC with standardized tests of achievement and a proliferation of provincial final exams, as well as district achievement contracts. It’s not about learning, it’s about “achievement”. A certain amount of tension exists in our education system, where “standards,” which harken back to the efficiency movement of the 1920s, are laid upon an education system that struggles to value the individual learner. The tension between educating the child and proving the education system is meeting externally set standards is visible in several arenas. Despite the influence of the standards movement, the development of each IRP is still guided by the following principles of learning: Learning requires the active participation of the student. People learn in a variety of ways and at different rates. Learning is both an individual and a group process. Yet students are still expected to demonstrate their learning at predetermined intervals, provincial exams, or FSA tests, irrespective of where they are in their learning. Furthermore, there exist many lofty vision statements in schools and school districts across the province that value individual learners. Yet these principles are undermined by evaluation practices imposed by the ministry, school boards, and even by school departments. By emphasizing measured outcomes rather than learning experiences, the unintended consequences are a narrowing of curricula, an appreciation of only extrinsic reward, and a lack of deep engagement with subject matter. Hence, the pride of the student in the joke with the mark he anticipates, rather than the project and his learning. According to Elliot Eisner, this situation will not change until the education system itself undertakes a “program of education” for the public, including “...a deep understanding of the meanings of education and the issues that need to be considered in defining outcomes and assessing the quality of educational practice.” It’s time to change the conversation about “what counts” in our schools. Lucinda Tooker is a teacher-librarian, Kanaka Creek Elementary School, Maple Ridge. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2013/03/will-school-board-budget-woes-lead-to.html,Staffroom Confidential: Will School Board budget woes lead to more inequity and privatization? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Thursday, March 7, 2013 Will School Board budget woes lead to more inequity and privatization? The news from the province for School Boards in BC was another disappointment. A "no increase" budget combined with inflation, rising pension costs, PST conversions costs and ten years of chronic under-funding means another round of cuts, layoffs, school closures and reduced services. Not surprisingly, amid these budget woes, some turn to the private or "choice" options. Parents turn to private schools who can offer class sizes of 10 - 20 while public schools are double this number. Or if they can't afford it, but they can drive across town and pay student fees, they look for the "programs of choice" that segregate the more affluent public school families into particular schools and particular programs. This week's Fraser Institute rankings showed pretty clearly the growing socio-economic divisions in BC schools. Unsurprisingly, private schools topped the lists, where classes are small and resources are high. Next came the schools of choice and schools in wealthier Districts and neighborhoods. Last on the list are the "inner city schools" - where poverty is often at crisis levels. Rather than being the great equalizer, schools in a world of parent "choice" serve to further stratify and segregate students. Growing inequality just keeps growing. Just as disturbing is the trend towards privatization by some in the education community. More and more school districts are looking towards fees, fundraising, fee-based international student programs and even public/private partnerships as a way to make up for woefully inadequate public funds. One example is found in a public survey put together by the Maple Ridge school District (https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/201314BudgetSurvey). In it they ask if there is community support for the following: Increase or introduce fees for optional programs (e.g. academies, band, bussing) Promote public private partnerships  Should the school district pursue public - private partnership opportunities in any of the following areas? Advertising, playgrounds, sponsorships, naming of facilities  Or, they ask, should they increase class sizes, reduce special education teachers/assistants, or close schools. What a false dichotomy! It is unfortunate that Maple Ridge has even posed these questions. The clear answer is to re-invest in public education through adequate public funding. The way there is through advocacy and communities and elected officials working together to pressure the provincial government to do so. If Maple Ridge and every other District facing funding shortfalls had joined with Cowichan to submit a deficit budget based on the genuine needs of the school district, perhaps the education budget today would look different. Chronic under-funding is not just about money. The current Liberal government has pursued this manufactured "crisis" to lend legitimacy to private options. But this path has only one end - quality schooling for the few, and ghetto-ized schools for the many. Rather than follow this dead end, I hope Trustees and others in the education world will take the opportunity of the coming provincial election and the coming District budget cycle to stand up and speak up for public education. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 2:21 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest No comments: Post a Comment Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ▼  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ▼  March (2) Why educators should resist educational technology... Will School Board budget woes lead to more inequit... ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9382,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 19, Number 2, October 2006 Historica Secondary Teachers’ Institute: Giving our past a future by Kirk Longpré Before I left home almost everyone I spoke to told me that I would be inundated by heat and humidity and pestered by black flies and mosquitoes. They predicted that my time in Winnipeg was likely to be more of an ordeal than a pleasurable and enlightening experience. How wrong they were. As I flew over the Rockies on my way to Winnipeg, I began to reflect on the Six String Nation guitar that was unveiled and played at the Canada Day ceremonies held in Ottawa the previous day. The Six String Nation is a movement to connect people from all regions of Canada through music and by sharing our icons, images, and stories. Little did I realize how analogous that event would be to my experiences over the following week as I attended the Historica-Foundation-sponsored Secondary Teachers’ Institute at the University of Winnipeg. Gazing out the window of my hotel room, I was struck by the diversity of the city. I saw the Golden Boy glistening atop the Manitoba legislature buildings to the south, the world’s oldest incorporated trading company across the street, and the lonely corridor of Portage Avenue to the east. Winnipeg is located at the crossroads of the Red and the Assiniboine Rivers, gateway to the west, the biggest small town in North America, and populated by a diverse mix of Ukrainian, Jewish, British, Scottish, French, Métis, and native peoples. Winnipeg’s intriguing cultural and social diversity as well as its historical significance began to reveal itself. On Monday, after welcoming remarks from representatives of the University of Winnipeg and the Historica Foundation, keynote speaker Ken Osborne, Professor Emeritus at the University of Manitoba, kicked off the teachers’ institute by offering a simultaneously translated overview of the meaning of citizenship, its connection to historical mindedness, and how history can enrich our understanding of what it means to be human. Participants then broke into study groups to create an original teaching scenario examining a specific aspect of Canadian history. Our group agreed to use the Six Nation Guitar as a catalyst for examining the elements that bring us together and make up the Canadian identity. Each project created by the groups was showcased on the final day of the institute. Some projects may eventually be chosen to appear on the Historica Foundation web site as an inspiration to teachers from across Canada. The day concluded with workshops in both languages outlining Historica Resources and Youthlinks, a collaborative online learning program that connects secondary school students with their peers across the country to discuss Canadian cultural and social issues. On Tuesday, we were scheduled to have a presentation by filmmaker Paula Kelly about her documentary The Notorious Mrs. Armstrong, a principal organizer of the 1919 Winnipeg General Strike. At the last minute, the institute organizers were notified that she was unable to attend. Fortunately, Professor Nolan Reilly stepped in to provide an overview of the Winnipeg General Strike followed by a bus tour that allowed us to visit a Ukrainian Labour Temple, dine at a Ukrainian restaurant, and visit other historic sites associated with the General Strike of 1919. The day’s activities ended with a musical performance by 16-year-old Métis fiddler Sierra Noble at a reception hosted by the Honorable Peter Bjornson, Minister of Education, at the Manitoba Legislature. Prior to entering provincial politics three years ago, Mr. Bjornson was an award-winning secondary school history teacher as well as a past Historica Institute participant. He even took time to give us a guided tour of the Manitoba legislative buildings. Imagine having an education minister who has been an educator! What a progressive concept. The remainder of the week was jam-packed with activities. We discovered our Canadian past through digital history case studies from the Virtual Historian program and studied the First World War through the Lest We Forget Project. We broadened our object literacy in a workshop combined with a private tour offered by the Manitoba Museum. Some of us scrutinized the use of power in a competitive society through simulation gaming while others were offered insights into a teacher-organized educational partnership with Lower Fort Garry National Historic Site in Selkirk. One of the highlights was a tour of Musée Saint-Boniface combined with a historical theatrical production in the cemetery adjacent to the Saint-Boniface Basilica, where Louis Riel rests. Coincidentally, a discarded beam from the Musée Saint-Boniface was used as a major component of the Six String Nation guitar. Contrary to what I was told before I left Victoria, I encountered limitless blue skies, blazing sun, and clean breezes bringing fresh air off the prairies. As well, I experienced intellectual stimulation and enlightenment. During the evenings, informal socializing provided opportunities to engage in convivial but respectful dialogue with other participants. I came away with a better understanding of the complexities and commonalities of teaching shared by colleagues from across the country. I also made some wonderful new friends. I now look at Canada through a different lens. For me, the Historica Secondary Teachers’ Institute was truly transformational. On the flight home, the waves of prairie grain rolled on for miles and miles. I knew that I would arrive home with much more than a Louis Riel t-shirt. You can find out more about Historica Teachers’ Institutes by visiting their web site at www.HISTORI.ca. Kirk Longpré is a teacher-librarian at Mount Douglas Secondary School, Victoria. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media jthornthwaite last tweet "Please join me in recognizing the vital work foster families do for B.C. kids http://t.co/bdYy1yh9Jc #FosterFamilyMonth #northvan #bcpoli" @jthornthwaite - 10:56pm Follow @jthornthwaite BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12748&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 1999 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 12, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 1999 Accreditation: more cost than benefit by Grace Wilson I’m thinking of a word that begins with A. It is a word that sets the heart racing and the blood pressure rising; just the mention of it can raise the temperature in a room. It will consume your time and energy for a year; exasperate everyone on your staff. All together now—Accreditation. In spite of revisions to clarify and reduce the number of criteria, the accreditation process continues to turn teachers’ worlds upside down, with little of value to justify the turmoil. Resentment over accreditation is widespread, even among teachers who play lead roles in the process. Comments on accreditation rarely cite benefits, but cite intrusion into professional development days, curtailed extra-curricular activities, soaring stress levels, and unconnectedness to the classroom. Most teachers don’t feel the product is worth the effort, and that there are more expeditious ways they could arrive at the same product. What is the BCTF doing about member concerns about accreditation? First, the Federation accepts the importance of a process that causes a school community to reflect on its work and work toward improvement. Last year, the Professional Development Advisory Committee developed an alternative to the ministry accreditation process. Schools Taking Action and Review (STAR), is now ready for piloting after extensive member input and endorsation by the BCTF Representative Assembly. The purpose of STAR is “to enable schools to develop with parents, students, and other members of the community the best possible school climate and programs for their students.” The process provides for the monitoring and implementing of school goals in a manner that allows for a more immediate response to the changing needs of both the school and the community. While STAR would occur annually, it is a much more reasonable, manageable, and feasible alternative to the current onerous accreditation process. The process provides that a school’s goals are monitored and implemented in a manner that allows for a more immediate response to the changing needs of both the school and the community. Ongoing reflection and action replaces episodic upheaval. Throughout the spring and into the fall, many schools have phoned the Federation asking to pilot STAR. So why are no pilots under way? In 1996–97 the currently mandated accreditation process was updated. That revision is being reviewed by a working committee of the education partner groups, including representatives of the BCTF. The committee will once again look at how to reduce the number of accreditation topics, make the workload more manageable, and increase the benefits gained from the effort. It will consider ways to better engage Aboriginal parents and increase district participation in accreditation. The ministry indicated that it would be interested in alternative school evaluations models, but Deputy Minister Charles Ungerleider stated that no alternative process will be approved until the review of the current accreditation process is completed. The report of the review committee goes to the deputy minister on November 8, 1999. As one of the representatives on the Accreditation Review Committee, I have been pressing for significant changes to the present process. Unless the issues of time, workload, clarity, and roles and responsibilities are addressed in a manner that recognizes and honours the commitment and seriousness that teachers bring to the process, the report to the minister will be deficient. STAR meets all those objectives. Accreditation is important. However, the current accreditation process contributes little to school improvement. It is based on the erroneous assumption that without a mandated and comprehensive process, teachers and other members of a school community don’t reflect on their work and purpose. Teachers regularly set goals for themselves, their classes, and schools. They recognize the value of working with colleagues, support staff, parents, students, and administrators to provide the best possible school climate and programs. However, a mandated process to do this work must be respectful of teachers’ personal and professional lives. Grace Wilson is the BCTF’s first vice-president.)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/contacts.cfm?page=presidents&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true,BCTF Contacts Home E-mail Lists Links A to Z Index Contact Us Help SITE SEARCH Quick Links BCTF formsBCTF NewsFrançaisLabour linksPensionsTeacher NewsmagazineTeaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Contact Us > Local Presidents Local Presidents and Contact Information Sorted by local number. Click here for sort by local name. *Sublocal       O: Office   OF: Office Fax 1 Fernie District Teachers' Association Christina Smith Box 10 Fernie, BC  V0B 1M0 O: 250-423-3333 OF: 250-423-6134 lp01@bctf.ca 2 Cranbrook District Teachers' Association Shelley Balfour 304-105 9th Avenue South Cranbrook, BC  V1C 2M1 O: 250-489-3717 OF: 250-489-3727 lp02@bctf.ca 3 Kimberley Teachers' Association Sally Struthers 201-144 Deer Park Avenue Kimberley, BC  V1A 2J4 O: 250-432-9729 OF: N/A lp03@bctf.ca 4 Windermere Teachers' Association Doug Murray Box 478 Invermere, BC  V0A 1K0 O: 250-341-5158 OF: N/A lp04@bctf.ca 7 Nelson District Teachers' Association Paul Boscariol PO Box 1012 Nelson, BC  V1L 6A5 O: 250-354-4142 OF: 250-354-1558 lp07@bctf.ca 10 Arrow Lakes Teachers' Association Ric Bardati Box 422 New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0 O: 250-265-7062 OF: N/A lp10@bctf.ca 17 Princeton District Teachers' Union Robert Tarswell Box 1019 Princeton, BC  V0X 1W0 O: 250-295-6684 OF: 250-295-6684 lp17@bctf.ca 18 Golden Teachers' Association Mike Archibald Box 430 Golden, BC  V0A 1H0 O: 250-344-5885 OF: 250-344-5890 lp18@bctf.ca 19 Revelstoke Teachers' Association Jennifer Wolney Box 72 Revelstoke, BC  V0E 2S0 O: 250-837-2255 OF: 250-837-2255 lp19@bctf.ca 20 Kootenay Columbia Teachers' Union Andy Davidoff 1657 Hwy 3A Castlegar, BC  V1N 4N5 O: 250-364-1740 OF: 250-364-1750 lp20@bctf.ca 22 Vernon Teachers' Association Heather Malcolm 4004 31st Street Vernon, BC  V1T 5J6 O: 250-542-0456 OF: 250-542-0564 lp22@bctf.ca 23 Central Okanagan Teachers' Association Susan Bauhart 210-1751 Harvey Avenue Kelowna, BC  V1Y 6G4 O: 250-860-3866 OF: 250-862-3024 lp23@bctf.ca 27 Cariboo-Chilcotin Teachers' Association Murray Helmer 124D North 2nd Avenue Williams Lake, BC  V2G 1Z6 O: 250-398-7221 OF: 250-398-5913 lp27@bctf.ca 28 Quesnel District Teachers' Association Lisa Kishkan Box 4643 Quesnel, BC  V2J 3J8 O: 250-992-3737 OF: 250-992-3638 lp28@bctf.ca 31 Nicola Valley Teachers' Union Peter Vogt Box 849 Merritt, BC  V1K 1B8 O: 250-378-5060 OF: 250-378-5060 lp31@bctf.ca 33 Chilliwack Teachers' Association Clint Johnston 203-45970 Airport Road Chilliwack, BC  V2P 1A2 O: 604-792-9233 OF: 604-792-9389 lp33@bctf.ca 34 Abbotsford District Teachers' Association Doug Smuland 2570 Cyril Street Abbotsford, BC  V2S 2G2 O: 604-854-1946 OF: 604-850-5100 lp34@bctf.ca 35 Langley Teachers' Association Gail Chaddock Costello 100-5786 Glover Road Langley, BC  V3A 4H9 O: 604-533-1618 OF: 604-533-1400 lp35@bctf.ca 36 Surrey Teachers' Association Jennifer Wadge 201-9030 King George Boulevard Surrey, BC  V3V 7Y3 O: 604-594-5353 OF: 604-594-5176 lp36@bctf.ca 37 Delta Teachers' Association Paul Steer 110-4977 Trenant St Delta, BC  V4K 2K5 O: 604-946-0391 OF: 604-946-1629 lp37@bctf.ca 38 Richmond Teachers' Association Al Klassen 210-7360 Westminster Hwy Richmond, BC  V6X 1A1 O: 604-278-2539 OF: 604-278-4320 lp38@bctf.ca 392 Vancouver Secondary Teachers' Association Debbie Pawluk 2915 Commercial Drive Vancouver, BC  V5N 4C8 O: 604-873-5570 OF: 604-873-3916 lp392@bctf.ca 391 Vancouver Elementary School Teachers' Association Dan Graves 2915 Commercial Dr Vancouver, BC  V5N 4C8 O: 604-873-8378 OF: 604-873-2652 lp391@bctf.ca 40 New Westminster Teachers' Union Grant Osborne 607 Columbia St New Westminster, BC  V3M 1A7 O: 604-526-8990 OF: 604-526-8912 lp40@bctf.ca 41 Burnaby Teachers' Association Rae Figursky 115-3993 Henning Drive Burnaby, BC  V5C 6P7 O: 604 294-8141 OF: 604 294-9846 lp41@bctf.ca 42 Maple Ridge Teachers' Association George Serra 11771 Fraser Street Maple Ridge, BC  V2X 6C6 O: 604-467-2111 OF: 604-467-0815 lp42@bctf.ca 43 Coquitlam Teachers' Association Charley King 208-2502 St. Johns Street Port Moody, BC  V3H 2B4 O: 604-936-9971 OF: 604-936-7515 lp43@bctf.ca 44 North Vancouver Teachers' Association Carolyn Pena 100 - 133 West 17th Street North Vancouver, BC  V7M 1V5 O: 604 988-3224 OF: 604 980-8092 lp44@bctf.ca 45 West Vancouver Teachers' Association Rob Millard 4915 Marine Drive West Vancouver, BC  V7W 2P5 O: 604-926-1617 OF: 604-926-1119 lp45@bctf.ca 46 Sunshine Coast Teachers' Association Louise Herle Box 951 Sechelt, BC  V0N 3A0 O: 604-885-7944 OF: 604-885-9837 lp46@bctf.ca 47 Powell River District Teachers' Association Cathy Fisher 201-4400 Marine Avenue Powell River, BC  V8A 2K1 O: 604-485-5212 OF: 604-485-2882 lp47@bctf.ca 48 Sea to Sky Teachers' Association Carl Walker 104-40775 Tantalus Rd Squamish, BC  V8B 0N2 O: 604-892-3056 OF: 604-892-2296 lp48@bctf.ca 49 Central Coast Teachers' Association Marc Hedges Box 253 Hagensborg, BC  V0T 1H0 O: 250-982-2354 OF: 250-982-2354 lp49@bctf.ca 50 Haida Gwaii Teachers' Association Jennifer Jury c/o PO Box 325 Queen Charlotte City, BC  V0T 1S0 O: 250-637-1805 OF: N/A lp50@bctf.ca 51 Boundary District Teachers' Association Norm Sabourin Box 634, 1815D Central Ave Grand Forks, BC  V0H 1H0 O: 250-442-3330 OF: N/A lp51@bctf.ca 52 Prince Rupert District Teachers' Union Kathy Murphy c/o Fisherman's Hall, 869 Fraser Street Prince Rupert, BC  V8J 1R1 O: 250-627-1700 OF: 250-624-6784 lp52@bctf.ca 53 South Okanagan Similkameen Teachers' Union Sylvia Slater Box 1586 Oliver, BC  V0H 1T0 O: 250-498-2255 OF: N/A lp53@bctf.ca 54 Bulkley Valley Teachers' Union Ilona Weiss PO Box 2137, 3772 C 1st Ave Smithers, BC  V0J 2N0 O: 250-847-3127 OF: 250-847-3123 lp54@bctf.ca 55 Burns Lake District Teachers' Union Kathryn Warren Box 464 Burns Lake, BC  V0J 1E0 O: 250-692-7932 OF: 250-692-7597 lp55@bctf.ca 56 Nechako Teachers' Union Thomas Thalheimer Box 978 Vanderhoof, BC  V0J 3A0 O: 250-567-5040 OF: 250-567-5060 lp56@bctf.ca 571 Prince George District Teachers' Association Tina Cousins 101-1968 Queensway Prince George, BC  V2L 1M2 O: 250-562-7214 OF: 250-562-5743 lp571@bctf.ca 572 Mackenzie Teachers' Association* Shannon Pride Box 1836 Mackenzie, BC  V0J 2C0 O: 250-997-6340 OF: N/A lp572@bctf.ca 573 McBride-Valemount Teachers' Association* Jennifer L'Arrivee 2265 Red Tail Road Mcbride, BC  V0J 2E0 O: 250-569-2295 OF: N/A lp573@bctf.ca 591 Peace River South Teachers' Association Lorraine MacKay Box 145 Dawson Creek, BC  V1G 4G3 O: 250-782-1284 OF: 250-782-1280 lp591@bctf.ca 592 Chetwynd Teachers' Association* Leanne Robertson Box 2665 Chetwynd, BC  V0C 1J0 O: 250-788-2267 OF: 250-788-9729 lp592@bctf.ca 593 Tumbler Ridge Teachers' Association* Karen Edwards 127 Gwillim Crescent, Box 1003 Tumbler Ridge, BC  V0C 2W0 O: 250-242-5281 OF: 250-242-5785 lp593@bctf.ca 60 Peace River North Teachers' Association Michele Wiebe Box 6057 Fort St John, BC  V1J 4H6 O: 250-785-8881 OF: 250-785-8881 lp60@bctf.ca 61 Greater Victoria Teachers' Association Bénula Larsen 965 Alston Street Victoria, BC  V9A 3S5 O: 250-595-0181 OF: 250-595-0189 lp61@bctf.ca 62 Sooke Teachers' Association Ian Johnson 201-716 Goldstream Avenue Victoria, BC  V9B 2X3 O: 250-474-3181 OF: 250-474-5555 lp62@bctf.ca 63 Saanich Teachers' Association Mark Skanks 6843 Central Saanich Road Saanichton, BC  V8Z 5V4 O: 778-426-1426 OF: 778-426-0716 lp63@bctf.ca 64 Gulf Islands Teachers' Association Deborah Nostdal Box 537 Salt Spring Island, BC  V8K 2W2 O: 250-537-4990 OF: 250-537-4990 lp64@bctf.ca 65 Cowichan District Teachers' Association Naomi Nilsson 201-394 Duncan Street Duncan, BC  V9L 3W4 O: 250-748-2251 OF: 250-748-5243 lp65@bctf.ca 66 Lake Cowichan Teachers' Association Chris Rolls 5610 West Riverbottom Rd Duncan, BC  V9L 6H9 O: 250-748-0011 OF: N/A lp66@bctf.ca 67 Okanagan Skaha Teachers' Union Leslea Woodward 697 Martin Street Penticton, BC  V2A 5L5 O: 250-492-4915 OF: 250-492-5540 lp67@bctf.ca 68 Nanaimo District Teachers' Association Mike Ball 3137 Barons Road Nanaimo, BC  V9T 5W5 O: 250-756-1237 OF: 250-756-0188 lp68@bctf.ca 69 Mount Arrowsmith Teachers' Association Debbie Morran Box 1286 Parksville, BC  V9P 2H3 O: 250-248-3496 OF: 250-248-3440 lp69@bctf.ca 701 Alberni District Teachers' Union Ken Zydyk 4913 Argyle Street Port Alberni, BC  V9Y 1V6 O: 250-724-5021 OF: 250-724-0442 lp701@bctf.ca 71 Comox District Teachers' Association Nick Moore 491 4th Street Ste. C Courtenay, BC  V9N 1G9 O: 250-338-1461 OF: 250-338-1657 lp71@bctf.ca 72 Campbell River District Teachers' Association Dave Harper 202-871 Island Hwy Campbell River, BC  V9W 2C2 O: 250-286-1663 OF: 250-286-1679 lp72@bctf.ca 73 Kamloops Thompson Teachers' Association David Komljenovic 202/204-1157 12th Street Kamloops, BC  V2B 7L2 O: 250-554-1223 OF: 250-554-1311 lp73@bctf.ca 74 Gold Trail Teachers' Association Cameron Rittinger Box 1437 Ashcroft, BC  V0K 1A0 O: 250-453-2696 OF: 250-453-2696 lp74@bctf.ca 75 Mission Teachers' Union Mark Bradshaw 100-33344 2nd Ave Mission, BC  V2V 1K3 O: 604-826-0112 OF: 604-826-3435 lp75@bctf.ca 78 Fraser-Cascade Teachers' Association Lynne Marvell Unit E, Box 1238 Hope, BC  V0X 1L0 O: 604-869-9383 OF: 604-869-3236 lp78@bctf.ca 80 Kitimat District Teachers' Association Kim Meyer 233 Enterprise Avenue Kitimat, BC  V8C 2C8 O: 250-632-3109 OF: 250-632-3108 lp80@bctf.ca 81 Fort Nelson District Teachers' Association Greg Gerwing Box 2031 Fort Nelson, BC  V0C 1R0 O: 250-775-1824 OF: N/A lp81@bctf.ca 83 North Okanagan-Shuswap Teachers' Association Brenda O'Dell Box 187 Salmon Arm, BC  V1E 4N3 O: 250-832-1933 OF: 250-832-4592 lp83@bctf.ca 84 Vancouver Island West Teachers' Union Ryan Meise PO Box 137 Gold River, BC  V0P 1G0 O: 250-283-9081 OF: N/A lp84@bctf.ca 85 Vancouver Island North Teachers' Association Shawn Gough Box 5151, 6855 Market St Port Hardy, BC  V0N 2P0 O: 250-949-8888 OF: 250-949-8882 lp85@bctf.ca 862 Kootenay Lake Teachers' Association* Cam Zuk Box 671 Kaslo, BC  V0G 1M0 O: 250-353-2227 OF: N/A lp862@bctf.ca 861 Creston Valley Teachers' Association Becky Blair 1001 Railway Boulevard Creston, BC  V0B 1G3 O: 250-428-7006 OF: 250-428-8602 lp861@bctf.ca 87 Stikine Teachers' Association Asa Berg c/o Asa Berg, Box 469 Atlin, BC  V0W 1A0 O: 250-651-7820 OF: 250-651-7820 lp87@bctf.ca 881 Terrace District Teachers' Union Cathy Lambright 4733 Park Avenue Terrace, BC  V8G 1W2 O: 250-635-4659 OF: N/A lp881@bctf.ca 882 Upper Skeena Teachers* Joslyn Bagg Box 562 New Hazelton, BC  V0J 2Y0 O: 250-842-6613 OF: N/A lp882@bctf.ca 92 Nisga'a Teachers' Union Richard Hotson Box 226 New Aiyansh, BC  V0J 1A0 O: 250-633-2571 OF: 250-633-2574 lp92@bctf.ca 93 SEPF Sylvie Liechtele 100-550 West 6th Avenue Vancouver, BC  V5Z 4P2 O: 604-871-1866 OF: N/A lp93@bctf.ca About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy Close Window Print Page   Local Presidents and Contact Information Sorted by local number. Click here for sort by local name. *Sublocal       O: Office   OF: Office Fax 1 Fernie District Teachers' Association Christina Smith Box 10 Fernie, BC  V0B 1M0 O: 250-423-3333 OF: 250-423-6134 lp01@bctf.ca 2 Cranbrook District Teachers' Association Shelley Balfour 304-105 9th Avenue South Cranbrook, BC  V1C 2M1 O: 250-489-3717 OF: 250-489-3727 lp02@bctf.ca 3 Kimberley Teachers' Association Sally Struthers 201-144 Deer Park Avenue Kimberley, BC  V1A 2J4 O: 250-432-9729 OF: N/A lp03@bctf.ca 4 Windermere Teachers' Association Doug Murray Box 478 Invermere, BC  V0A 1K0 O: 250-341-5158 OF: N/A lp04@bctf.ca 7 Nelson District Teachers' Association Paul Boscariol PO Box 1012 Nelson, BC  V1L 6A5 O: 250-354-4142 OF: 250-354-1558 lp07@bctf.ca 10 Arrow Lakes Teachers' Association Ric Bardati Box 422 New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0 O: 250-265-7062 OF: N/A lp10@bctf.ca 17 Princeton District Teachers' Union Robert Tarswell Box 1019 Princeton, BC  V0X 1W0 O: 250-295-6684 OF: 250-295-6684 lp17@bctf.ca 18 Golden Teachers' Association Mike Archibald Box 430 Golden, BC  V0A 1H0 O: 250-344-5885 OF: 250-344-5890 lp18@bctf.ca 19 Revelstoke Teachers' Association Jennifer Wolney Box 72 Revelstoke, BC  V0E 2S0 O: 250-837-2255 OF: 250-837-2255 lp19@bctf.ca 20 Kootenay Columbia Teachers' Union Andy Davidoff 1657 Hwy 3A Castlegar, BC  V1N 4N5 O: 250-364-1740 OF: 250-364-1750 lp20@bctf.ca 22 Vernon Teachers' Association Heather Malcolm 4004 31st Street Vernon, BC  V1T 5J6 O: 250-542-0456 OF: 250-542-0564 lp22@bctf.ca 23 Central Okanagan Teachers' Association Susan Bauhart 210-1751 Harvey Avenue Kelowna, BC  V1Y 6G4 O: 250-860-3866 OF: 250-862-3024 lp23@bctf.ca 27 Cariboo-Chilcotin Teachers' Association Murray Helmer 124D North 2nd Avenue Williams Lake, BC  V2G 1Z6 O: 250-398-7221 OF: 250-398-5913 lp27@bctf.ca 28 Quesnel District Teachers' Association Lisa Kishkan Box 4643 Quesnel, BC  V2J 3J8 O: 250-992-3737 OF: 250-992-3638 lp28@bctf.ca 31 Nicola Valley Teachers' Union Peter Vogt Box 849 Merritt, BC  V1K 1B8 O: 250-378-5060 OF: 250-378-5060 lp31@bctf.ca 33 Chilliwack Teachers' Association Clint Johnston 203-45970 Airport Road Chilliwack, BC  V2P 1A2 O: 604-792-9233 OF: 604-792-9389 lp33@bctf.ca 34 Abbotsford District Teachers' Association Doug Smuland 2570 Cyril Street Abbotsford, BC  V2S 2G2 O: 604-854-1946 OF: 604-850-5100 lp34@bctf.ca 35 Langley Teachers' Association Gail Chaddock Costello 100-5786 Glover Road Langley, BC  V3A 4H9 O: 604-533-1618 OF: 604-533-1400 lp35@bctf.ca 36 Surrey Teachers' Association Jennifer Wadge 201-9030 King George Boulevard Surrey, BC  V3V 7Y3 O: 604-594-5353 OF: 604-594-5176 lp36@bctf.ca 37 Delta Teachers' Association Paul Steer 110-4977 Trenant St Delta, BC  V4K 2K5 O: 604-946-0391 OF: 604-946-1629 lp37@bctf.ca 38 Richmond Teachers' Association Al Klassen 210-7360 Westminster Hwy Richmond, BC  V6X 1A1 O: 604-278-2539 OF: 604-278-4320 lp38@bctf.ca 392 Vancouver Secondary Teachers' Association Debbie Pawluk 2915 Commercial Drive Vancouver, BC  V5N 4C8 O: 604-873-5570 OF: 604-873-3916 lp392@bctf.ca 391 Vancouver Elementary School Teachers' Association Dan Graves 2915 Commercial Dr Vancouver, BC  V5N 4C8 O: 604-873-8378 OF: 604-873-2652 lp391@bctf.ca 40 New Westminster Teachers' Union Grant Osborne 607 Columbia St New Westminster, BC  V3M 1A7 O: 604-526-8990 OF: 604-526-8912 lp40@bctf.ca 41 Burnaby Teachers' Association Rae Figursky 115-3993 Henning Drive Burnaby, BC  V5C 6P7 O: 604 294-8141 OF: 604 294-9846 lp41@bctf.ca 42 Maple Ridge Teachers' Association George Serra 11771 Fraser Street Maple Ridge, BC  V2X 6C6 O: 604-467-2111 OF: 604-467-0815 lp42@bctf.ca 43 Coquitlam Teachers' Association Charley King 208-2502 St. Johns Street Port Moody, BC  V3H 2B4 O: 604-936-9971 OF: 604-936-7515 lp43@bctf.ca 44 North Vancouver Teachers' Association Carolyn Pena 100 - 133 West 17th Street North Vancouver, BC  V7M 1V5 O: 604 988-3224 OF: 604 980-8092 lp44@bctf.ca 45 West Vancouver Teachers' Association Rob Millard 4915 Marine Drive West Vancouver, BC  V7W 2P5 O: 604-926-1617 OF: 604-926-1119 lp45@bctf.ca 46 Sunshine Coast Teachers' Association Louise Herle Box 951 Sechelt, BC  V0N 3A0 O: 604-885-7944 OF: 604-885-9837 lp46@bctf.ca 47 Powell River District Teachers' Association Cathy Fisher 201-4400 Marine Avenue Powell River, BC  V8A 2K1 O: 604-485-5212 OF: 604-485-2882 lp47@bctf.ca 48 Sea to Sky Teachers' Association Carl Walker 104-40775 Tantalus Rd Squamish, BC  V8B 0N2 O: 604-892-3056 OF: 604-892-2296 lp48@bctf.ca 49 Central Coast Teachers' Association Marc Hedges Box 253 Hagensborg, BC  V0T 1H0 O: 250-982-2354 OF: 250-982-2354 lp49@bctf.ca 50 Haida Gwaii Teachers' Association Jennifer Jury c/o PO Box 325 Queen Charlotte City, BC  V0T 1S0 O: 250-637-1805 OF: N/A lp50@bctf.ca 51 Boundary District Teachers' Association Norm Sabourin Box 634, 1815D Central Ave Grand Forks, BC  V0H 1H0 O: 250-442-3330 OF: N/A lp51@bctf.ca 52 Prince Rupert District Teachers' Union Kathy Murphy c/o Fisherman's Hall, 869 Fraser Street Prince Rupert, BC  V8J 1R1 O: 250-627-1700 OF: 250-624-6784 lp52@bctf.ca 53 South Okanagan Similkameen Teachers' Union Sylvia Slater Box 1586 Oliver, BC  V0H 1T0 O: 250-498-2255 OF: N/A lp53@bctf.ca 54 Bulkley Valley Teachers' Union Ilona Weiss PO Box 2137, 3772 C 1st Ave Smithers, BC  V0J 2N0 O: 250-847-3127 OF: 250-847-3123 lp54@bctf.ca 55 Burns Lake District Teachers' Union Kathryn Warren Box 464 Burns Lake, BC  V0J 1E0 O: 250-692-7932 OF: 250-692-7597 lp55@bctf.ca 56 Nechako Teachers' Union Thomas Thalheimer Box 978 Vanderhoof, BC  V0J 3A0 O: 250-567-5040 OF: 250-567-5060 lp56@bctf.ca 571 Prince George District Teachers' Association Tina Cousins 101-1968 Queensway Prince George, BC  V2L 1M2 O: 250-562-7214 OF: 250-562-5743 lp571@bctf.ca 572 Mackenzie Teachers' Association* Shannon Pride Box 1836 Mackenzie, BC  V0J 2C0 O: 250-997-6340 OF: N/A lp572@bctf.ca 573 McBride-Valemount Teachers' Association* Jennifer L'Arrivee 2265 Red Tail Road Mcbride, BC  V0J 2E0 O: 250-569-2295 OF: N/A lp573@bctf.ca 591 Peace River South Teachers' Association Lorraine MacKay Box 145 Dawson Creek, BC  V1G 4G3 O: 250-782-1284 OF: 250-782-1280 lp591@bctf.ca 592 Chetwynd Teachers' Association* Leanne Robertson Box 2665 Chetwynd, BC  V0C 1J0 O: 250-788-2267 OF: 250-788-9729 lp592@bctf.ca 593 Tumbler Ridge Teachers' Association* Karen Edwards 127 Gwillim Crescent, Box 1003 Tumbler Ridge, BC  V0C 2W0 O: 250-242-5281 OF: 250-242-5785 lp593@bctf.ca 60 Peace River North Teachers' Association Michele Wiebe Box 6057 Fort St John, BC  V1J 4H6 O: 250-785-8881 OF: 250-785-8881 lp60@bctf.ca 61 Greater Victoria Teachers' Association Bénula Larsen 965 Alston Street Victoria, BC  V9A 3S5 O: 250-595-0181 OF: 250-595-0189 lp61@bctf.ca 62 Sooke Teachers' Association Ian Johnson 201-716 Goldstream Avenue Victoria, BC  V9B 2X3 O: 250-474-3181 OF: 250-474-5555 lp62@bctf.ca 63 Saanich Teachers' Association Mark Skanks 6843 Central Saanich Road Saanichton, BC  V8Z 5V4 O: 778-426-1426 OF: 778-426-0716 lp63@bctf.ca 64 Gulf Islands Teachers' Association Deborah Nostdal Box 537 Salt Spring Island, BC  V8K 2W2 O: 250-537-4990 OF: 250-537-4990 lp64@bctf.ca 65 Cowichan District Teachers' Association Naomi Nilsson 201-394 Duncan Street Duncan, BC  V9L 3W4 O: 250-748-2251 OF: 250-748-5243 lp65@bctf.ca 66 Lake Cowichan Teachers' Association Chris Rolls 5610 West Riverbottom Rd Duncan, BC  V9L 6H9 O: 250-748-0011 OF: N/A lp66@bctf.ca 67 Okanagan Skaha Teachers' Union Leslea Woodward 697 Martin Street Penticton, BC  V2A 5L5 O: 250-492-4915 OF: 250-492-5540 lp67@bctf.ca 68 Nanaimo District Teachers' Association Mike Ball 3137 Barons Road Nanaimo, BC  V9T 5W5 O: 250-756-1237 OF: 250-756-0188 lp68@bctf.ca 69 Mount Arrowsmith Teachers' Association Debbie Morran Box 1286 Parksville, BC  V9P 2H3 O: 250-248-3496 OF: 250-248-3440 lp69@bctf.ca 701 Alberni District Teachers' Union Ken Zydyk 4913 Argyle Street Port Alberni, BC  V9Y 1V6 O: 250-724-5021 OF: 250-724-0442 lp701@bctf.ca 71 Comox District Teachers' Association Nick Moore 491 4th Street Ste. C Courtenay, BC  V9N 1G9 O: 250-338-1461 OF: 250-338-1657 lp71@bctf.ca 72 Campbell River District Teachers' Association Dave Harper 202-871 Island Hwy Campbell River, BC  V9W 2C2 O: 250-286-1663 OF: 250-286-1679 lp72@bctf.ca 73 Kamloops Thompson Teachers' Association David Komljenovic 202/204-1157 12th Street Kamloops, BC  V2B 7L2 O: 250-554-1223 OF: 250-554-1311 lp73@bctf.ca 74 Gold Trail Teachers' Association Cameron Rittinger Box 1437 Ashcroft, BC  V0K 1A0 O: 250-453-2696 OF: 250-453-2696 lp74@bctf.ca 75 Mission Teachers' Union Mark Bradshaw 100-33344 2nd Ave Mission, BC  V2V 1K3 O: 604-826-0112 OF: 604-826-3435 lp75@bctf.ca 78 Fraser-Cascade Teachers' Association Lynne Marvell Unit E, Box 1238 Hope, BC  V0X 1L0 O: 604-869-9383 OF: 604-869-3236 lp78@bctf.ca 80 Kitimat District Teachers' Association Kim Meyer 233 Enterprise Avenue Kitimat, BC  V8C 2C8 O: 250-632-3109 OF: 250-632-3108 lp80@bctf.ca 81 Fort Nelson District Teachers' Association Greg Gerwing Box 2031 Fort Nelson, BC  V0C 1R0 O: 250-775-1824 OF: N/A lp81@bctf.ca 83 North Okanagan-Shuswap Teachers' Association Brenda O'Dell Box 187 Salmon Arm, BC  V1E 4N3 O: 250-832-1933 OF: 250-832-4592 lp83@bctf.ca 84 Vancouver Island West Teachers' Union Ryan Meise PO Box 137 Gold River, BC  V0P 1G0 O: 250-283-9081 OF: N/A lp84@bctf.ca 85 Vancouver Island North Teachers' Association Shawn Gough Box 5151, 6855 Market St Port Hardy, BC  V0N 2P0 O: 250-949-8888 OF: 250-949-8882 lp85@bctf.ca 862 Kootenay Lake Teachers' Association* Cam Zuk Box 671 Kaslo, BC  V0G 1M0 O: 250-353-2227 OF: N/A lp862@bctf.ca 861 Creston Valley Teachers' Association Becky Blair 1001 Railway Boulevard Creston, BC  V0B 1G3 O: 250-428-7006 OF: 250-428-8602 lp861@bctf.ca 87 Stikine Teachers' Association Asa Berg c/o Asa Berg, Box 469 Atlin, BC  V0W 1A0 O: 250-651-7820 OF: 250-651-7820 lp87@bctf.ca 881 Terrace District Teachers' Union Cathy Lambright 4733 Park Avenue Terrace, BC  V8G 1W2 O: 250-635-4659 OF: N/A lp881@bctf.ca 882 Upper Skeena Teachers* Joslyn Bagg Box 562 New Hazelton, BC  V0J 2Y0 O: 250-842-6613 OF: N/A lp882@bctf.ca 92 Nisga'a Teachers' Union Richard Hotson Box 226 New Aiyansh, BC  V0J 1A0 O: 250-633-2571 OF: 250-633-2574 lp92@bctf.ca 93 SEPF Sylvie Liechtele 100-550 West 6th Avenue Vancouver, BC  V5Z 4P2 O: 604-871-1866 OF: N/A lp93@bctf.ca)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "October is #FosterFamilyMonth. Thank you #BC for opening your homes and hearts to more than 5,900 children and youth." @John_Yap - 11:14pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141007,www.peipotato.org,http://www.peipotato.org/why-pei-potatoes,Why PEI Potatoes? | PEI Potatoes Home > Why PEI Potatoes? Why PEI Potatoes The Healthy Option Nutrition Facts Environmental Sustainability How to Prepare Potatoes Cooking Potatoes FAQ Storing and Handling Potatoes Meet Our Growers Recipes Appetizers and Snacks Bread and Sweet Treats Breakfast Comfort Food Cooking for One Entertaining and Holidays Fast Weeknight Meals Gluten-Free Homegrown Recipes PEI Potato Swedish Casserole Kid Friendly Main Dishes Pasta Salads Side Dishes Soups, Stews and Chowders Summer Grilling Vegetarian World Flavours PEI Potato Industry Contact Us Media Centre Search form Search Why PEI Potatoes? Growing potatoes on Prince Edward Island is much more than just an industry…it’s a way of life!  Islanders have been growing potatoes since the late 1700’s and the industry remains the lifeblood of the Island economy.  The pride that PEI growers take in producing high quality potatoes stems from hard work and generational farming knowledge that ensures their success. The average potato grower on the Island grew up on a farm, learning valuable lessons from the previous generation on successfully producing food for others.  There are approximately 330 potato growers on PEI, with the grand majority of these being family farms, often with multiple generations working together.  Most families on the Island are connected in some way to the farm, either through direct employment or through their family and friends.  In fact, the potato industry is worth over a billion dollars to the Prince Edward Island economy every year, according to an economic impact study completed in 2010.  This includes the value of the crop, the direct employment generated by the industry, as well as the additional services and industries that rely on a healthy potato sector to prosper.  Over 88,000 acres of potatoes are grown on PEI each year, making it the largest commercial crop grown on the Island, generating 50% of farm cash receipts in the province.  This also makes PEI the largest potato producing province in Canada! Prince Edward Island has such a rich history of growing potatoes because the province has near ideal growing conditions for its most famous crop.  Our red, sandy soil, rich in iron, is perfectly suited for potatoes, as it retains just the right amount of moisture during the growing season but is then effectively cleansed over the winter.  Warm summers, cold winters and adequate annual rainfall result in excellent growing conditions with the right balance of heat, light, and water to maximize yields and tuber quality.  Additionally, being an island provides a distinct advantage to PEI when it comes to growing potatoes.  The ocean acts as a natural barrier against airborne or insect-borne diseases.  As well, this easy access to the ocean facilitates transportation of the crop, while limited points of entry allow us to control the movement of potatoes into and out of the province.  Island growers also practice environmentally sustainable farming practices and follow the most stringent environmental standards in Canada.  Prince Edward Island potato growers take pride in the quality of their product and show their commitment to quality in a number of different ways.  For one, the industry tracks all movement of potatoes from the Island and inspects all shipments before leaving the province to ensure that only the highest quality potatoes are reaching consumers.  Potato farmers also collectively own and operate an Elite Seed Farm, established in 1962, which is dedicated to producing high quality seed, monitoring plant health, and eradicating disease in seed stock.  Languages English Pour passer au français Contact Email    potato@peipotato.org Phone    (902) 892-6551 Consumer Response Line Phone    1-800-565-0280 Prince Edward Island Potato Board 90 Hillstrom Avenue West Royalty Business Park Charlottetown, P.E.I.  C1E 2C6     PEI Potatoes Site Why PEI Potatoes The Healthy Option Nutrition Facts Environmental Sustainability How to Prepare Potatoes Cooking Potatoes FAQ Storing and Handling Potatoes Meet Our Growers Recipes Appetizers and Snacks Bread and Sweet Treats Breakfast Comfort Food Cooking for One Entertaining and Holidays Fast Weeknight Meals Gluten-Free Homegrown Recipes Kid Friendly Main Dishes Pasta Salads Side Dishes Soups, Stews and Chowders Summer Grilling Vegetarian World Flavours PEI Potato Industry Seed Fresh Processing Exporters Dealers About Us Governance Growers Site Agriculture More Than Ever Contact Us Media Centre Toe Taps and Taters - PEI Fall Flavours Video Centre Brand Barn PEI Potatoes Nutritional Info)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=10076,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 3, Jan./Feb. 2003 Un bilan de la société bilingue canadienne L’automne a vu deux documents d’envergure présentés à l’échelle nationale. En octobre 2002, la Commissaire aux langues officielles a déposé son rapport annuel au Parlement. Madame Dyane Adam y décrit l’importance de la dualité linguistique comme valeur canadienne. Elle reconnaît les efforts de promotion de cette dualité qu’ont déployés les dirigeants politiques et administratifs, mais recommande un engagement plus profond des intervenants dans le dossier des langues officielles. D’une part, madame Adam constate l’ampleur de l’apprentissage de la langue française chez les anglophones du pays. Elle indique qu’en une génération à peine, ´ l’adaptation linguistique est entrée dans leur vie quotidienne.ª Près de 25 % des jeunes de 15 à 29 ans se retrouvent dans des programmes d’immersion. Voilà un témoignage fort de l’engagement des anglophones envers le bilinguisme. Pour ces jeunes, ainsi que pour leurs parents qui ont décidé de les inscrire dans les programmes d’étude du français, le bilinguisme est devenu une valeur individuelle et un élément important de leur identité canadienne. Par conséquence, cette croissance de Canadiennes et Canadiens bilingues obligera le gouvernement fédéral à investir davantage dans la prestation de services bilingues. En outre, cette croissance contribuera à une plus grande valorisation des deux langues officielles non seulement dans les secteurs de l’éducation et des arts, mais aussi dans le secteur du commerce international. Nos langues officielles sont interdépendantes. De ce fait, il est important que les deux s’acceptent, se respectent et s’entraident. En tant qu’enseignants et enseignantes, nous avons une responsabilité de bien conseiller les parents qui sollicitent notre avis au sujet du programme d’étude à suivre. Selon le rapport du Commissariat aux Langues officielles, seule la moitié des enfants nés d’un parent de langue maternelle française se retrouve sur les bancs d’une école francophone à l’extérieur du Québec. Il faut encourager les parents ayant droit à l’éducation en français de choisir le programme en français plutôt que celui en immersion. On se doit de répéter que c’est grâce à l’école francophone que la communauté peut espérer se renouveler et s’épanouir. Madame Adam souligne les nombreux appuis de la langue française qu’a apporté le gouvernement canadien depuis l’adoption de la Loi sur les langues officielles il y a trente ans et l’enchâssement de la Charte, il y a déjà vingt ans. Suffit-il de mentionner Radio-Canada, TV5, Téléfilm Canada, le Conseil des Arts du Canada pour se rendre compte du soutien culturel qu’offrent ces organismes de l’État ? Le second rapport diffusé en décembre 2002 est celui de Statistique Canada dans lequel on dessine le profil des langues au Canada. L’analyse des données indique que nous sommes une société dans laquelle neuf personnes sur dix parlent l’anglais ou le français le plus souvent à la maison. En Colombie-Britannique, un peu moins de 17 000 personnes déclarent utiliser le français à la maison, soit une augmentation de plus de 1 400 personnes depuis 1991. Il y a aussi une hausse de francophones à l’extérieur du Québec. Excluant le Québec, on retrouve 980 270 francophones dans les autres provinces et territoires, dont 58 891 en Colombie-Britannique. Le taux d’accroissement des francophones ici est plus élevé que celui des anglophones, soit 3,8 % comparés à 1,4 %. Des statistiques encourageantes pour le développement de la communauté francophone, vous diriez ! Mais, détrompez-vous ! Car, de ces citoyens qui s’identifient en tant que francophones, seulement 16 905 disent utiliser le français le plus souvent à la maison, soit une piètre augmentation de 0,4 par rapport aux chiffres de 1996. Beaucoup de francophones tombent dans le piège du transfert linguistique, c’est-à-dire qu’ils utilisent de manière prédominante à la maison une langue qui diffère de leur langue maternelle. Il est important de réfléchir à ce comportement car, comme le rapport le souligne trop bien, ´ la langue parlée le plus souvent à la maison est la plus susceptible d’être transmise aux enfants comme langue maternelle.ª Pourquoi vous faire part de ces deux rapports fédéraux ? Pour valoriser le travail que vous faites auprès des élèves dans les programmes de français de base, d’immersion et francophone. La hausse du taux de bilinguisme français-anglais au Canada (de 17 % en 1996 à 17,7 % en 2001) est attribuable en grande partie à l’excellence de l’enseignement dans ces programmes. Le rapport mentionne que la plupart des anglophones hors-Québec qui se déclarent bilingues ont appris le français à l’école. C’est parmi le groupe d’âge des 15 à 19 ans que le taux de bilinguisme atteint un sommet. Mais ce qui est inquiétant, c’est que ces mêmes jeunes semblent avoir de la difficulté à maintenir leurs acquis linguistiques, une fois la scolarité obligatoire terminée. En 1996, le taux de bilinguisme parmi les adolescents de 15 à 19 ans était de 16,3 % ; en 2001, le chiffre des 20 à 24 ans a chuté à 13,5 %. Est-ce que ceci s’explique par un manque de postes bilingues, un manque de services et d’activités en français pour ce groupe d’âge là où ils habitent ou un manque d’engagement individuel ? Avons-nous un rôle à jouer pour convaincre nos finissantes et finissants de l’importance d’entretenir soigneusement la belle langue de Molière ? Devons-nous nous attarder un peu plus longuement dans nos cours à la valorisation de la langue comme instrument de communication culturelle et sociale ? Plus de 82 % des citoyennes et citoyens canadiens croient qu’il est important que leurs enfants apprennent une deuxième langue. Pour 75 % des anglophones, c’est le français ; pour 90 % des francophones, c’est l’anglais. Ceci fait preuve de la reconnaissance à l’échelle nationale d’une de nos valeurs fondamentales, celle de la dualité linguistique. Comme le conclut avec justesse le rapport du Commissariat aux langues officielles, il est temps maintenant que les gouvernements démontrent un véritable esprit de leadership et de respect en matière de droits linguistiques des individus. Le rêve d’un bilinguisme national dessiné il y a plus de trente ans pourrait se concrétiser si le Canada se montrait prêt à énoncer une vision qui place l’égalité réelle du français et de l’anglais au cœur du projet social canadien. Synopsis: A summary of key points on the topic of bilingual Canada as presented in the report of the Office of the Commissioner of Official Languages and in the Language profile from Statistics Canada. – Paule Desgroseilliers Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "#FunFriday Fact: #BC has the highest small business employment in Canada. October is Small Business Month! Check out: http://t.co/20bcLmlvFP" @bcliberals - 03:55pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=22373,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 23, Number 5, March 2011   An early care and learning plan that works! By Rita Chudnovsky  Last spring, the Coalition of Childcare Advocates of BC and the Early Childhood Educators of BC shared, in these pages, our excitement about a new project—“Moving to a System of Integrated Early Care and Learning in BC.” Our project was motivated, in part, by the implementation of full school day K for 5-year-olds and an undefined provincial government promise of programs for 3- and 4-year-olds to follow. While the extension of universal, publicly funded, democratically controlled services to young children is long overdue, we were alarmed that BC was proceeding with no recognition or inclusion of our existing community childcare programs. So, rather than wait for government to impose a plan, we took the initiative of developing Our Emerging Plan for an Integrated System of Early Care and Learning in BC. Our emerging plan builds on what is already well known. First—families need quality childcare and quality childcare IS early learning. Unfortunately, BC’s childcare crisis has gone from bad to worse. Fees are too high and now account for the 2nd highest family expense—right after housing. BC families spend more on childcare than on post-secondary education. Wait lists are too long. While over 75% of mothers are working or studying—we still only have licensed spaces for 20% of BC children. As a result, too many children are not getting quality early years experience—as is evident in the growing number of vulnerable children entering Kindergarten. And, the wages of college-trained early childhood educators’ are too low, forcing many to leave the field because they cannot support their own families. Secondly—full-school-day Kindergarten does not meet the needs of most families who need full-day, full-year quality early care and learning for their children. We are also concerned that it has been implemented with no reduction in Kindergarten class sizes, making it very challenging for Kindergarten teachers to offer a play-based full-day program. Finally, we know that young children thrive in play-based environments that support their holistic development. The potential for a downward extension of a narrow academic school-readiness focus is not in their interests. Here’s how our eight-point emerging plan offers a way to do a much better job. 1. Enact a new Early Care and Learning Act to enshrine the rights of young children and their families to access services that meet their needs   A new Early Care and Learning Act that enshrines young children’s right to access quality early care and learning programs is the right thing to do and honours our commitments in the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child. A new act will guarantee families’ access to, and meaningful involvement in, services for their children and the right of First Nation and Aboriginal communities to control their own early care and learning programs. And, a new act governing early care and learning brings childcare into an integrated system as a strong and equal partner. 2. Create a new home for all early care and learning programs—whether located in schools or the community—in the Ministry of Education   Education offers a universal, publicly funded, democratically governed system with relatively high levels of public support and a well respected and fairly paid workforce. Our plan builds on these strengths without moving young children into academic “readiness” programs or traditional school programs before they start Kindergarten. 3. Create early care and learning plans developed by local boards of education with stakeholders’ involvement   In our plan, democratically elected boards of education would govern all early care and learning services in their communities—whether located in schools or not. They would work with parents, early childhood educators, and local governments to develop Early Care and Learning Plans. These plans would guide the integration of existing group and family childcare and pre-schools into the new system and the development of new services. 4. Create new early years centres, a more appropriate alternative response to the needs of young children than part-time junior or pre-Kindergarten   Early years centres is a new name for the places where children from birth to age five participate in part- or full-day early care and learning programs while their families are at work, school, or home. Early years centres would be staffed by qualified early childhood educators. Over time, early years centres will become places that communities can and do feel proud of—just like libraries, parks, and schools. 5. Move forward with accountability   Our emerging plan builds on the strengths of the school system and existing childcare services. Family childcare, group centers, and preschools could affiliate into early years centres. School boards would develop more early years centres to meet unmet needs. These centres would be funded to meet five accountability measures: cap parent fees at affordable levels raise early childhood educators’ wages and education levels include all children meet identified community needs offer play-based programs that support children’s holistic development. 6. Enhance Kindergarten and Grade 1   Children would still begin school at age five, but our plan creates a bridge between early years centres and schools by bringing qualified early childhood educators into Kindergarten and Grade 1 to work alongside teachers. The early childhood educators would be able to provide a full-day program for those families who want it—without having to bus young children from one location to another. 7. Support early childhood educators’ to move toward parity with teachers through improved education   The research is clear—qualified early childhood educators are key to quality early care and learning programs. Our plan calls for a move, over time, to a bachelor’s degree in early childhood education as a new educational standard for the field. 8. New resources   We understand the pressures on our K–12 system. We know teachers face the same challenges the early childhood education sector knows all too well—too few resources in the face of growing needs. That is why our plan calls for an investment of new resources to build the early care and learning system we can all be proud of. The momentum grows   Over the last six months, we have briefed over 25 BC communities about our emerging plan. In over 50 sessions, we shared our plan with hundreds of parents, early childhood educators, teachers, school trustees, municipal and provincial policymakers, labour unions, and concerned citizens. You can view a webinar briefing at www.vimeo.com/17228473 and download the emerging plan at www.cccabc.bc.ca/cccabcdocs/ integrated/files/emerging_plan_2010.pdf. The interest, enthusiasm, and positive response have been overwhelming. While people have questions and there are details to work out, most are excited about the potential of the plan and want policymakers to give it serious consideration. Based on this feedback, we are now finalizing our plan. We are moving quickly to ensure that the ideas in our plan are part of the public dialogue as a new premier and leader of the Opposition take office. Then, we begin the exciting work of building broader support and mobilizing communities to impel decision-makers to act. We look forward to continuing to work closely with the BCTF and BC teachers to move forward with this concrete, innovative, and ambitious agenda. Rita Chudnovsky, Coalition of Childcare Advocates of BC.  Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/SocialJustice.aspx?id=6312&printPage=true,BCTF > Child poverty  	BCTF Social Justice  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Social Justice > Issues > Antipoverty Child Poverty Facts 2013 BC Child Poverty Report Card First Call's 2009 Report Card  contains nine fact sheets that analyze aspects of child poverty in BC. BC has had the highest child poverty rate in Canada for many years in a row. 85% of families living in poverty are working, many at full-time, minimum wage jobs, some with more than one job. The minimum wage of $8.00 an hour is not sufficient to live on, and a living wage is a more accurate method for moving families out of poverty. Between 35 and 40% of food bank recipients are under 19 years old. $24 million cut in childcare subsidies since 2001. Poor children are twice as likely to be judged as ‘poor’ by their teachers and are twice as likely to drop out. Poor children are more likely to be: hyperactive, suffer from emotional disorders, exhibit disorderly conduct, get into trouble with the law, be in the care of child welfare services, engage in riskier behaviours and be unemployed as adults. Websites Websites covering the issue of child poverty are listed on the poverty websites page.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141006,globalnews.ca,http://globalnews.ca/category/environment/feed/,)
(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/cbcnewsbc?lang=ko,CBC British Columbia(@cbcnewsbc) 님 | 트위터 트위터 검색어 트위터 검색하기 저장된 검색어 삭제 인증된 계정 @ 추천 사용자 인증된 계정 @ 인증된 계정 @ 언어: 한국어 繁體中文 日本語 简体中文 Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 이미 트위터에 가입하셨나요? 로그인 트위터에 처음이세요? 지금 가입하세요 » 로그인 전화, 이메일 또는 사용자 아이디 비밀번호 로그인 ID 저장 비밀번호 찾기 문자 메시지로 이미 트위터를 사용 중인가요? CBC British Columbia 인증된 계정 @cbcnewsbc 트윗 40,187 사진/동영상 1,648 팔로잉 412 팔로워 61,391 관심글 42   더 보기 관심글 리스트 @cbcnewsbc 님 언뮤트하기 @cbcnewsbc 뮤트 팔로우 팔로잉 언팔로우 차단됨 차단 해제 대기 중 취소 CBC British Columbia인증된 계정 @cbcnewsbc Breaking news from CBC News in B.C. Vancouver, BC cbc.ca/bc/ 가입일: 2008년 11월 사진 및 동영상 1,648개 트윗 트윗 트윗과 답글 CBC British Columbia 님이 리트윗했습니다. Stephen Smart @CBCSmart  ·  1시간 1시간전 NDP's @jjhorgan points out lofty promises around LNG, debt free BC, etc weren't mentioned in throne speech. #cbc #bcpoli 답글하기 답글 0개 리트윗 리트윗함 리트윗 5개 5 관심글 담기 관심글 관심글 0개 더 보기 트윗 담아가기 CBC British Columbia 님이 리트윗했습니다. Stephen Smart @CBCSmart  ·  1시간 1시간전 NDP leader @jjhorgan says throne speech shows @christyclarkbc can't be believed anymore. #cbc #bcpoli pic.twitter.com/pUYkHMf4cm 사진과 동영상 더 보기 답글하기 답글 0개 리트윗 리트윗함 리트윗 6개 6 관심글 담기 관심글 관심글 0개 더 보기 트윗 담아가기 CBC British Columbia 님이 리트윗했습니다. Jason Proctor @proctor_jason  ·  44분 44분전 Affidavit by camper for @pivotlegal says police officer kicked him out of Crab park and told him to go to #OppenheimerPark #cbc 답글하기 답글 0개 리트윗 리트윗함 리트윗 1개 1 관심글 담기 관심글 관심글 0개 더 보기 트윗 담아가기 CBC British Columbia 님이 리트윗했습니다. Jodie Emery @JodieEmery  ·  36분 36분전 Marc and I did an interview with @CBCGloria this morning that will air on @CBCVancouver between 5-6pm tonight. Tune in! #bcpoli #vanpoli 답글하기 답글 0개 리트윗 리트윗함 리트윗 6개 6 관심글 담기 관심글 관심글 4개 4 더 보기 트윗 담아가기 CBC British Columbia @cbcnewsbc  ·  39분 39분전 LIVE: VPD discuss warning issued after 3 similar attacks on women since April: http://cbc.ca/1.2789418  #cbc 요약 보기 답글하기 답글 0개 리트윗 리트윗함 리트윗 1개 1 관심글 담기 관심글 관심글 0개 더 보기 트윗 담아가기 CBC British Columbia 님이 리트윗했습니다. Stephen Smart @CBCSmart  ·  1시간 1시간전 Premier @christyclarkbc says Petronas acting in best interest of shareholders re: Oct deadline. Hopefull will still proceed. #cbc #bcpoli 답글하기 답글 0개 리트윗 리트윗함 리트윗 1개 1 관심글 담기 관심글 관심글 0개 더 보기 트윗 담아가기 CBC British Columbia 님이 리트윗했습니다. Stephen Smart @CBCSmart  ·  1시간 1시간전 Premier @christyclarkbc talks to media after Throne Speech. Insists still optimistic re Petronas LNG. #cbc #bcpoli pic.twitter.com/JZhyVGHseC 사진과 동영상 더 보기 답글하기 답글 0개 리트윗 리트윗함 리트윗 3개 3 관심글 담기 관심글 관심글 2개 2 더 보기 트윗 담아가기 CBC British Columbia @cbcnewsbc  ·  1시간 1시간전 VPD issues warning following series of attacks on women http://ift.tt/1xXv0Da  pic.twitter.com/eIPPhbeoRP 사진과 동영상 더 보기 답글하기 답글 0개 리트윗 리트윗함 리트윗 14개 14 관심글 담기 관심글 관심글 3개 3 더 보기 트윗 담아가기 CBC British Columbia @cbcnewsbc  ·  1시간 1시간전 MT @DanBurritt: . @VancouverPD issues warning after 3 attacks on women since April in S.Granville, Oak & Cambie areas http://cbc.ca/1.2789418  요약 보기 답글하기 답글 0개 리트윗 리트윗함 리트윗 0개 관심글 담기 관심글 관심글 0개 더 보기 트윗 담아가기 CBC British Columbia 님이 리트윗했습니다. Dan Burritt @DanBurritt  ·  2시간 1시간전 . @VancouverPD issue warning after 3 attacks on women. Occurred in South Granville, Oak & Cambie areas as far back as April. @cbcnewsbc #cbc 답글하기 답글 0개 리트윗 리트윗함 리트윗 6개 6 관심글 담기 관심글 관심글 0개 더 보기 트윗 담아가기 CBC British Columbia @cbcnewsbc  ·  2시간 1시간전 Disabled woman's lawyer demands 15 day suspension for officer that pushed her http://ift.tt/1q5shyT  pic.twitter.com/3HzpnYGvzV 사진과 동영상 더 보기 답글하기 답글 0개 리트윗 리트윗함 리트윗 3개 3 관심글 담기 관심글 관심글 0개 더 보기 트윗 담아가기 CBC British Columbia 님이 리트윗했습니다. Jason Proctor @proctor_jason  ·  3시간 2시간전 Judge ends morning session with stern call for answers as to why defendants ignored her interim order on fire ban #cbc 답글하기 답글 0개 리트윗 리트윗함 리트윗 2개 2 관심글 담기 관심글 관심글 1개 1 더 보기 트윗 담아가기 CBC British Columbia 님이 리트윗했습니다. Lisa Cordasco @LisaCordascoCBC  ·  3시간 3시간전 First Nations & supporters at legislature Demand govt protection of burial ground at Grace Islet nr Saltspring pic.twitter.com/9aQOyeKKJL 사진과 동영상 더 보기 답글하기 답글 0개 리트윗 리트윗함 리트윗 5개 5 관심글 담기 관심글 관심글 3개 3 더 보기 트윗 담아가기 CBC British Columbia 님이 리트윗했습니다. Jason Proctor @proctor_jason  ·  3시간 3시간전 Protesters say there aren't enough shelter spaces and enforcing order would violate their Charter right to safety, security #cbc 답글하기 답글 0개 리트윗 리트윗함 리트윗 3개 3 관심글 담기 관심글 관심글 0개 더 보기 트윗 담아가기 CBC British Columbia @cbcnewsbc  ·  3시간 3시간전 16-year-old struck and killed by train in Maple Ridge http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/tiffany-williams-16-struck-and-killed-by-train-in-maple-ridge-1.2789201?cmp=rss … pic.twitter.com/FjVPqicU3P 사진과 동영상 더 보기 답글하기 답글 0개 리트윗 리트윗함 리트윗 1개 1 관심글 담기 관심글 관심글 0개 더 보기 트윗 담아가기 CBC British Columbia 님이 리트윗했습니다. Jason Proctor @proctor_jason  ·  3시간 3시간전 Fire official says "no coherent leadership" and multiple violations of interim court order at #OppenheimerPark #cbc 답글하기 답글 0개 리트윗 리트윗함 리트윗 2개 2 관심글 담기 관심글 관심글 0개 더 보기 트윗 담아가기 CBC British Columbia 님이 리트윗했습니다. Jason Proctor @proctor_jason  ·  4시간 3시간전 Fire official claims defendants re-lit ceremonial fire the day the court order on fires was issued; says it was unattended next day #cbc 답글하기 답글 0개 리트윗 리트윗함 리트윗 2개 2 관심글 담기 관심글 관심글 0개 더 보기 트윗 담아가기 CBC British Columbia 님이 리트윗했습니다. Jason Proctor @proctor_jason  ·  4시간 3시간전 Police say the OT cost at #OppenheimerPark has now risen to $100k #cbc 답글하기 답글 0개 리트윗 리트윗함 리트윗 2개 2 관심글 담기 관심글 관심글 0개 더 보기 트윗 담아가기 CBC British Columbia 님이 리트윗했습니다. Kathy Tomlinson @CBCGoPublic  ·  4시간 4시간전 Woman's death raises alarms about "alert fatigue" among pharmacists: http://goo.gl/YIZOsj  #pharma 요약 보기 답글하기 답글 0개 리트윗 리트윗함 리트윗 2개 2 관심글 담기 관심글 관심글 0개 더 보기 트윗 담아가기 CBC British Columbia 님이 리트윗했습니다. Jason Proctor @proctor_jason  ·  4시간 4시간전 Mayoral candidate "Mayor" Meynerd leaps into frame to plug self during #Oppenheimer presser #cbc pic.twitter.com/SMB3H19tiu 사진과 동영상 더 보기 답글하기 답글 0개 리트윗 리트윗함 리트윗 2개 2 관심글 담기 관심글 관심글 0개 더 보기 트윗 담아가기 트위터에 트래픽이 과열되었거나 일시적인 문제가 발생하였습니다. 다시 시도 자세한 내용은 트위터 시스템 현황을 참고하세요. 닫기 CBC British Columbia 님이 팔로우함 CBC British Columbia 님의 최신 소식을 놓치지 마세요 Vancouver, BC · 변경하기 © 2014 Twitter 회사소개 고객지원 광고 정보 닫기 실시간 트렌드 나만을 위한 트렌드 관심 분야 트렌드를 손쉽게 파악할 수 있습니다. 나의 위치정보와 팔로우 목록을 바탕으로 한 맞춤형 트렌드를 경험해보세요. 변경하기 맞춤형 트렌드 유지하기 전 세계 트렌드 보기 완료 숨기기 닫기 이전 다음 닫기 프로필 보기 저장된 검색어 삭제 인증된 계정 @ 추천 사용자 인증된 계정 @ 인증된 계정 @ 닫기 팔로워들에게 리트윗할까요? 취소 리트윗 닫기 정말 이 트윗을 삭제하시겠습니까? 취소 지우기 닫기 차단하기 취소 차단하기 트윗에 위치 정보 포함하기 트윗에 포함된 위치정보는 트위터에 저장됩니다. 트윗을 보낼 때마다 위치정보 활성화 여부를 선택할 수 있으며, 언제든지 위치 기록을 삭제할 수 있습니다. 자세히 보기 위치 기능 켜기 나중에 위치정보 끄기 닫기 프로필 요약 닫기 내 리스트 닫기 리스트 만들기 리스트 이름 설명 100자 미만, 선택 입력사항 프라이버시 공개 · 이 리스트는 누구나 팔로우할 수 있습니다 비공개 · 이 리스트는 나만 볼 수 있습니다 리스트 저장 닫기 닫기 트윗 담아가기 아래 코드를 복사해서 원하시는 웹사이트에 트윗을 담아가세요. 자세한 사항은 트윗 담아가기 도움말에서 확인하실 수 있습니다. 서버에 접속하는 도중 문제가 발생했습니다. 다시 시도해주세요 기존 트윗 포함하기 미디어를 포함 미리보기 닫기 트위터 가입하기 아직 트위터 아이디가 없나요? 지금 가입해서, 친구나 관심분야에 일어나는 일들을 실시간으로 업데이트 받으세요. 이미 트위터에 가입하셨나요? 로그인 » 닫기 트위터 SMS 번호: 국가 국가 코드 For customers of 미국 40404 (모두) 캐나다 21212 (모두) 영국 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 브라질 40404 Nextel, TIM 아이티 40404 Digicel, Voila 아일랜드 51210 Vodafone, O2 인도 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance 인도네시아 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata 이탈리아 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » 다른 국가의 단축번호 보기 닫기 확인)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2014/09/tentative-agreement-yes-or-no.html?showComment=1410932663362,Staffroom Confidential: Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, September 16, 2014 Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Despite what I know was a herculean effort on the part of our bargaining team, I very much hope that BC teachers will vote no to the tentative agreement. After five weeks of strike, and twelve years of legal battles, this is not the deal that will restore sanity to public education and it is not a fair deal for teachers and students. Just as teachers in Saskatchewan rejected a deal to ensure a better outcome, I hope BC teachers will consider a no vote to let our team know we have to go back to the bargaining table. Class size, composition The agreement provided a modified LIF fund starting at $75 million per year and increasing to $85 by the last year. It is for teachers only, which will mean a slight improvement in Districts where sizeable portions were spent on Education Assistants or senior District staff rather than teachers. However, in an average size District like Victoria (20,000 students, 1,000 teachers), this will translate into about 5-10 more teachers. That is one for every five schools. To put it in comparison, Justice Griffin's judgement estimated the lost funding due to lost class size language at about $330 million in current dollars. (Read more here about the proposed Education Fund.) I heard so many teachers speak up about the need to ensure that we do not return to over-crowded classes when the strike ends. This agreement does very little to alleviate what is the most pressing issue. Throwing away the court victory The agreement provides a "reopener" in the event we win on appeal our class size language. What this means is that the language returns, but is not implemented until new language is negotiated. Without the actual implementation of the returned language, there will be very little incentive for the government to bargain it back. We would essentially be back in the very same position we are in today, with government trying to bargain it out and us trying to bargain it back in. In my opinion, even if we were legislated back to work we would be in a superior position. If we won the appeal the government would then be forced to implement the language. We are thus throwing away our historic court victory and the bargaining pressure it potentially creates. The reopener is really only mildly less offensive than E80. In both cases, we have to bargain back what was illegally taken from our contract and the government will probably never have to restore it. In fact, the "reopener" creates the perfect opportunity for government to lock us out to try and force us to agree to something far inferior. Throwing away the remedy for the last twelve years The agreement provides $105 million to compensate for grievances over-sized classes for the last twelve years. Using Justice Griffin's estimates, our loss is roughly $300 million times 12 = over $3 billion. I cannot fathom how $105 million is a fair compromise. The BCTF's original proposal to put this money back into the system was a more fair and productive approach. This agreement means we can no longer go to the courts for a fair remedy. Wages The agreement is very close to government's original offer. While I would be willing to accept this if the class size language was returned, teachers should not be taking such a significant monetary loss without the commensurate gain in working conditions. We have lost roughly 12% of our annual salary. We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut. Minimal improvements There are very minimal improvements in preparation time for elementary teachers (10 minutes per week), and TTOC daily rate. The TTOC daily rate change may depend on your grid placement. It could actually be a wage loss for long term TTOCs who are above category 5 and step 7. There is also $11 million in health and dental benefits. At 40,000 members, this is $275 each. Hardly worth consideration in the context of the rest of the agreement. What next? There are a variety of options if we vote no. We can continue the strike. We can choose to return to work and continue bargaining. We do not, and should not, accept an agreement that doesn't meet our needs and doesn't meet the needs of students and public education. When Saskatchewan teachers rejected the first deal which had 5.5% wage increases over four years, the second deal had 7.3% increases over four years. They have said this still isn't good enough. For us, our main issue is classroom conditions. We need to say this isn't good enough. The way to do that is to vote no. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 7:48 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 124 comments: Troy MooreSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:17 PM The EC recommendation states the open clause will be argued from restored language. However, selling our grievances for nothing as the 105 million is strike savings, is plenty of reason to vote no. Further, no composition caps, but a fund controlled by Superintendents is enough reason to vote no. Thursday I will vote no.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:06 PM Re-opener also says "education fund" in place until new language bargained, so old language can disappear forever.Delete Reply Mme RousseauSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:33 PM Government starved us to death hoping we'd vote yes to whatever deal they'd offer. Planned it from the start.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:07 PM We can sill choose (collectively) to return to work if we reject this deal. Many options.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:09 PM Great analysis, Tara! I think that returning to work would be a bad idea. This will frustrate parents more if they need to find new ways to deal with taking care fo kids. USe the money given to you by the other unions. I am a teacher who had to quit for stress over the terrible condition of work (split FI grade 4/5, several low LD kids with little support, one severe with no support, 2 gifted (no support), and a principal who expected me to teach 2 separate social studies AND science programs)Delete Reply Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:56 PM Good points by all but the gov't succeeded in starving my family out and completly breaking us. I will be voting YES and live to fight another dayReplyDelete Replies schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:21 PM 'Fight another day'? In the last twelve years that we have been pushing back against this government, never has the tide tide been so much with teachers, class size/composition, and public education - and never has the government been pushed back onto the ropes (especially with the call for binding arbitration). What 'other day' is being proposed that we wait for? Now is the time. Vote 'no' and give the BCTF bargaining team a renewed mandate to get a decent deal for students and teachers.Delete Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:10 PM "Another day" means to wake up and realize that 2more weeks means my family of 5 could lose our home. It means I will do all I can to recall Cc, Factbender, and other mla's, and maybe even having "a guy I know" have a chat with them. In year 1 of their reign, I don't believe they even know what "the ropes" are. I will vote YES ...for my family, and I can live with thatDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:12 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply Karen FergusonSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:03 PM Just a question: When the Saskatchewan teachers voted no, had they already been on strike for 5 weeks?ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM No. They are working with no contract. They are not on strike.Delete Shannon DavisSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:23 AM I am a Saskatchewan teacher. We are not on strike; we are currently in the conciliation process after voting "no" to 2 previous offersDelete Reply "Mama Rose"September 16, 2014 at 9:27 PM Can we truly return to work without agreeing and continue bargaining? When I suggested returning to work a few weeks ago, the answer was "being on strike puts pressure on the gov't and without pressure they have no reason to settle." And can you explain more how legislating us back would be better than agreeing to this deal? And finally, why would the BCTF executive put forward a deal that was not a good one?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:30 PM Because they need confirmation of the resolve of the membership to get something better. That is what a no vote does.Delete Reply Troylana MSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:28 PM some great points to ponder, tara......thinking thinking....ReplyDelete schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:43 PM If we vote 'no' to the tentative deal we still have options: We'd not have a contract. But we could... a) strike with full picket lines b) partially strike with phase 1 (work-to-rule) in schools c) partially strike with periodic/rotating job action d) continue negotiating e) return to work and re-escalate strike f) some/all of the above ReplyDelete Replies Caroline MackenzieSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:21 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:14 PM a) will expedite matters (I say less that 3 days)Delete Reply danabjornsonSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:05 PM I am thinking that a legislated, crappier contract would only be in effect for 2 years max (before elections...). If we take this offer, then we will be agreeing to this pseudo-E80. Should we win the court case (which we likely will), we will have to settle on the terms of the THIS negotiated contract which doesn't actually restore learning conditions; it simply allows for those conditions to be negotiated. If we say n, then we default to the 2002 contract, which DOES restore the language. A "yes" vote is saying that we are good on "crumbs"; a "no" vote is saying we want an actual meal. That's my understanding, anyway. Please correct me where I am wrong, Tara. :)ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:44 PM And word is IF they legislate, they could opt to legislate back Grade 10-12 only causing the union to have to lay off all teachers and re-hire based on seniority. That will tear the union at the seams pitting teacher against teacher for those positions. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:17 PM There will be a general strike if that were to happen! They better not do this. They will regret it.Delete Reply imaginefunlearningSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:09 PM Some good points on the background of our fight over the past 12 years, which I have been actively engaged in; however we need to recognize the climate we are in. We are not in Sask. people! We have just come through a very long summer!! We need to thank our @bctf bargaining team & recognize the toll this has taken on all of us & our families. I don't have the luxury of more time on the strike line. This may be as good as it gets. Let's read the agreement and consider getting back to work and making some $ again! That's my 2 cents worth, which would come in really handy right now!!!ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:18 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply RobSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:11 PM Go back in work to rule mode. Work this winter to recall every Liberal MLA. ThAt is the only way to apply pressure to these criminals. ReplyDelete Replies Kate RestonSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:03 PM Recall! Not sure who won the battle but the war is still onDelete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:14 AM Well said Kate... I agree 100%Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:20 PM I think say NO and a better deal will be done in less than 3 days. These guys are not criminals, they are lower than that. I bet they get a sick pleasure in hurting the kids and the teachers.Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:31 PM An official recall is in the works: https://www.facebook.com/groups/316129595235450/?fref=ts Please consider joining.Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:26 AM Leah - do you honestly think anyone who voted BC Liberal did so thinking that they would act any differently on the education file?Delete Reply JJSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:16 PM I am glad to see other members who share my views. I am outraged at a 1.2 percent "raise" in salary per year that doesn't even meet inflation of currently 2%. I feel used and abused.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:23 PM Not to mention all of the other pittance! I am actually surprised that Iker asked teachers to vote on this! Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:18 PM Hi Tara Thanks for the summary! Will we be able to vote NO to the deal, but vote YES to returning to work? Will there be three options when we vote Thursday? Why did the BCTF agree to a substandard deal for us? If we vote no to a deal that was recommended to us, the teachers look like the bad guys and public approval will plummet. I am very disappointed and frustratedReplyDelete Replies KataSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:12 AM Public approval will not necessarily plummet. I have seen strikes where the membership has voted against the executive's "best results to date", and ended up with a better offer. This offer is an insult. The $300 million will not bring funding to the national average (I believe). More importantly, the wage offer is half of the average wage increase for public and private workers (StatsCan). Delete Reply MontySeptember 16, 2014 at 10:19 PM Thank you, Tara. My thoughts too, more clearly expressed. As well, Thursday is too soon to vote, too soon to vote, too soon to vote........ReplyDelete Richard ChalkeSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:21 PM Vote no and lose every shred of public support...just sayin!ReplyDelete Replies UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:31 AM I am a member of the public and would support a "no" vote. js!.Delete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:01 AM Richard Chalke, NO you won't! I am a mother with 3 adopted special needs children who need to be in a class that is designed for them and others like them (my kids are academically slightly delayed but their issues are more social and behavioural) where they can receive the education they deserve taught in a way they can comprehend. I will speak now for all the parents I know, and we will support the teacher's if they continue to fight for our children's best interest.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:28 PM It might not be pretty at first, but once we explain things (and I hope the Mandarin-speaking teachers flood the Richmond organization that voiced their concerns), they will back us. The 3 billions that the judge came to is the first I hear about. This should be stated to every newsmedia comment section in the province. Minimize pickets and flood those outlets with commenters, just like the Liberals do. Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:45 PM I am a member of the public and a single Mother of a child in the public school system. You will NOT lose one bit of my support if you vote no. I know that you are sacrificing so that my child can have a better education, and I am most grateful for it. Having said that, I also know that you are exhausted and broke. I have been dreading that you may have to settle for less than what you (we) deserve because the government succeeded in breaking you. I am not in your shoes, so cannot judge. If the vote is a yes, I understand and I am still behind you. Delete Reply Alison RocheSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:25 PM It is a crap deal. It's always a crap deal. Once you raise the stakes to striking, anything else is a cave in. The last time we walked out was the 3 day illegal strike where I threw away 1200$ and got EXACTLY the same contract I had the year before. The BCTF called it a win because they didn't rip up MORE of my contract. Ridiculous. There are a few of us that believe that working to contract, doing 100% of your teaching job and nothing more (like paying for supplies out of your own pocket or EC) is the only way teachers will survive this government. What if they get re-elected again? Then what? Teachers have lost thousands to these clowns to make "statements" about the state of public education in this province. We can't keep sacrificing ourselves and our families. And in the meantime, you talk to parents about why you have to take this crappy road. Because up until this strike they mostly didn't care about the state of education, but god forbid you didn't run a Sports Day. Then suddenly they wanted to know what the hell was going on. Keep the conversation going in schools. Attend your PAC meetings and stop enabling this govt to underfund and overwork the system. And still get paid!ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:20 AM I am very excited at the prospect of returning to my beloved job on Friday. However I will NOT continue to put my personal money into my classroom and I will be seriously reconsidering my involvement in extra curriculars. I think we shoot ourselves in the foot with all the unpaid work we so willingly volunteer to do. Delete Reply FCSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:38 PM I heard a rumour last week from a loose lipped government insider that after the 22nd, depending on the outcome of the negotiations the Liberals were going to announce a 3 step process. I was not clear if this was based on 3 steps to resolve the strike (perhaps the 3rd step is legislation??) or 3 steps to overhaul the education system, either way, they will settle it outright. I wish you all luck and all the information that you need to make a sound decision of what you feel is best.ReplyDelete Replies Lisa BurrowsSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:53 PM I have heard similar rumours. On the 23rd, the gov. was planning on introducing a $6000 per year voucher system for 3 choices: an academic or trades program, or something called EducationCanada. Not clear whether their intention was to privatize the public system, de-certify teachers and hire them back under new wage/benefits. Not clear where these rumours originated from. Maybe fear tactics to get teachers to vote yes. In any event, I plan on voting yes. I signed up to be a teacher, not a martyr. This strike has cost us a lot. We need to regain our livelihood and hopefully continue the conversation about class composition. We have at least awakened many people to the issue, and the court case is still an avenue that could eventually improve teaching and learning conditions.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:33 PM I urge all teachers to fight and say NO to this deal. Retired teacher who had to retire because horrendous work conditions. Make me proud. They will not last long if you say NO! I know this is tough, but there is money and I hear that Van City does offer loan at low to 0 %. Banks do allow you to miss a mortgage payment. Go talki to your banker.Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM Will school districts require teachers to make up missed days, as suggested in the media? Will the school calendar be changing to make up for the missed three weeks and if so will we be made aware of those changes PRIOR to the vote? ReplyDelete KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:41 PM "Wages..... We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut." And that is the cost of going on strike!!! There is nothing that can be done about that. You cannot go on strike and put up the raise you want every week to compensate for your time on strike - it doesn't work that way.ReplyDelete Replies Drew StevensonSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:59 AM I believe the missing "..." Suggests that they meant to refer to the losses against inflation since the last wage step increase. Thus this contract does not allow us to recover the buying power lost to inflation since the last non contract or "0%" year. Add those up and compare against the proposed increase and you see that by the end of the contract, we won't be able to afford the same value of goods (loaves of bread, watts of energy, litres of gas) that we could at the end of the last contracts term. It was not a comment about wages that were lost in the strike. Those are really small potatoes when compared to the grinding power of inflation over years and years. The next contract will use this latest for a bench mark so these losses to inflation will grind at all teachers for as long as they teach. A death of a thousand cuts to our ability to afford basic goods and services. Any raise less than inflation is a cut to the value placed on us and on our ability to pay our bills. Delete Reply Ed SSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:09 PM Having lost $20,000 (including summer school wages) as the single income for a family of five is far too much; I will be voting YES to the deal, unless the independently wealthy teachers out there who wish to continue the strike will pay my bills and mortgage for me.ReplyDelete Replies Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:14 PM I feel ya. Yes for meDelete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:18 AM Ed S. With all due respect (and I mean that), how did you lose $20,000 in the strike? Teachers were out 2 weeks (all out) before they were supposed to be in June, and now 3 weeks for the start of school? It is my understanding that teachers don't get paid through the summer months. Please correct me if I'm wrong, wherever I'm wrong. Shouldn't you have been financially alright for the summer months at least? Also all teachers knew this strike had a possibility of extending into the new school year but no one teacher budgeted for this possibility? I'm truly just trying to get a clear picture of where this all stems. NO disrespect intended.Delete BlairSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:12 AM Kelly, not Ed but if you look at the numbers there was the 10% lockout haircut in May/June plus the loss of most of June and the loss of much of September. In our 1 teacher (1 non) household we calculated a $9 K - $10 K loss so far. If you add summer school earnings you can easily make the loss in the $20 k zone. As for budgeting, we budget for the summer, but did not expect the 10% haircut, nor the loss of June/Sept days which completely messed our budgeting calculations. A very good friend (single teaching mother) was crushed by the loss of the June income and is without a penny today.Delete Mr. SmoothSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:35 PM The only one who didn't get a haircut was Jim Iker... and he needs one more than anyone else. What's with that over-coiffed 70"s mullet Jim? Does wonders for the BCTF brand image!Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:55 PM Jim's hair is not open for discussion in a respectful space like this. As for his salary, he is a teacher who does not get paid when we are on strike.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:04 PM Totally agree!Delete Reply Mr. GSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:24 PM If I thought they could do any better I would agree with voting NO, but you have to be realistic. The BCTF does not use professionals to bargain and always ends up with much less than they promise the membership when asking for a strike vote. While this is not a great deal for teachers, I really think you're fooling yourself if you think it'll get any better.ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:02 AM BCTF needs to be replaced with younger more adept representatives and advocates. Also, we should be hiring professional contract negotiators - you don't go into battle with cut throat corporate types with a wooden knife. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:37 PM This is BAD deal! Say NO to it and show those (expletives) that we will not take it anymore! Come on! Show them that teachers have a spine! They will respect us, oddly!Delete Reply retaSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:51 PM I agree with Richard. Those in the public that are uniformed would be furious, and there are many teachers who just can't afford to use their wages as their voice any longer - too much has already been donated to the government. In my opinion, the deal is pretty lame. I am sitting on the fence.ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:24 AM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:26 AM So true!!! I cannot afford to fight this battle for public education any longer. Why is this my personal and professional obligation??? However I think this deal is weak weak weak. I also think its the best we are going to get. Ideologically I'm on the fence but my wallet will vote YES.Delete Reply SirThinksToo MuchSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:54 PM My wife and I will be voting "Yes" on Thursday for it is the middle path. The easy path would have been for us to go back to school with E-80 & E-81 over our heads. The difficult path would be for us to vote "No" and put our mortgage at risk and having to continue asking retired parents for handouts to feed a family with three kids. The middle path is the wisest choice for us considering the current political climate in which those who do not teach are the quickest to judge it harshly.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:41 PM I understand that this is really tough for you! I almost died teaching a few month ago. I had to quit. Please consider holding on and say no. Remember the short loss in salary will be offset in the LONG-RUn by better salary increase. This is a joke! They will be laughing at you even more if we accept this. This is a very bad deal! However, I do respect your position!Delete Reply DaleSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:16 AM Why would classroom conditions be better on October 9th after being legislated back? We have been outplayed because of our stubborn refusal to outdated, tired old tactics. It is because of these actions that have led us to this terrible deal. Time to reset, regroup and stock up for the long haul. Can't do it if half the members commit hara kiri on themselves. We are a union of professionals not a cult. ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:49 AM Could not agree more.Delete schreck!September 17, 2014 at 9:44 AM Could you please advise which tactics you believe could have been used to secure a superior deal?Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:47 AM Full disclosure: I'm a BC Liberal supporter. The only people who would benefit from a NO vote are the BC Liberals. Teachers would be bargaining with no leverage whatsoever and would be viewed by a large segment of the population as unreasonable. The BC Liberals then get portray themselves as the only party capable of dealing with the BCTF. schreck! says that the BCTF has the government on the ropes, but he couldn't be farther from the truth. The government wants people to view the BCTF as their primary opponent. Disputes like this just shore up the BC Liberal base and protect its right flank. Any half-baked recall campaign will only reinforce that. It's true teachers aren't going to recoup the lost wages from the strike. I would suggest to you that that means this job action was probably not in teachers' interests, especially without any sort of appreciable strike fund. This is the best deal teachers were ever going to get with this government and people should have been able to recognize that in June. If you want my advice (which you probably don't), it would be to spend the next 5 years building up a strike fund, electing better leaders, and hiring a professional negotiating team. Don't bring a knife to a gunfight and expect things to go well. Focus on getting the best deal you can from whoever the government is rather than trying to change the government, the HST, Kinder Morgan or a thousand different issues that distract from education and erode the union's finances further. You'd be doing yourself a favour, and probably doing the NDP a favour at the same time. Also, if schreck! is David Schreck, you can thank his opposition to STV for the last two BC Liberal majorities. I know I do.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:11 PM One step would be to stop making political contributions to the NDP. This only contributes to the childish animosity and lack of trust that has constantly characterized negotiations. How else can the Socreds/Liberals view teachers except as enemies when they so publicly support their opponents. This stupid confrontational immature approach has to STOP!!!!! Education should not be a political fight when it is so obviously a valuable benefit to our society. It was an NDP government that legislated teachers back to work in 1993. Stop making education a political fight.Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:10 PM I don't think they have to go that far. CUPE and the Nurses still contribute to the NDP yet they don't have the same acrimonious relationship. CUPE and the Nurses just make their members their priority, and broader advocacy second.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:55 PM Ryan (possibly a Liberal paid commenter), with all due respect, I disagree with you. The cumulative increase in lieu of this will be better. Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can. I say to Iker, ask for 6% over 3 years because these people love to play the 15% over 15 year game to make it so big on the surface. Some people think that this is 15% every year. Believe me! I have seen it in comment sections. Others believe that the 15% is too high not understanding that they must divide things over the duration of the contract. It is time that we play it smarter. It is time to put the foot down and ask for money given to us by other unions, if it is needed. Banks can accept one late mortgage payment. It would be suicidal for them to not help. Imagine the possible damage if that ever leaks out. They could lose a lot in teacher money. I for one would pull my money out of a bank in support! Teachers are going to show this government that we have a spine! Enough is enough! Aren't you tired of being treated like kids? (Retired teacher who almost died in a car accident because of work conditions that were horrendous. I had to quit.)Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 AM Not paid by the BC Liberals. I pay them actually... :/ I imagine astroturfers of any affiliation wouldn't disclose their bias. "Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can." How did that work in May 2013? If the teachers reject a contract that their own union endorsed, it will make teachers seem unreasonable. Whether that perception is true or fair is irrelevant. It's what will happen, and teachers will be weaker as a result. Take my advice. Build up a strike fund and focus on the internal governance of the BCTF for the next 6 years. You'll be better off for it. Or not. I don't mind you or others making it easier for the party I support to get elected. I'd just rather not see kids and teachers hurt in the process.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:37 AM Ah! The "don't-hurt-kids" card, hey, when you have underfunded education for 12 years! WOW! That takes the cake! Are your trolling? Oh! You are serious? :) Would you be surprised if I don't follow your advice, considering your lack of logic? Would you be surprised if others don't follow your advice? It is ttue that bullies like you and your ilks love to show who is the boss, who is the teacher now! I suspect that is at the root of the problem! No one wants to fail in school! No one wants to get the strap! Sad that today's teachers don't like it too! But, who cares, we are ... teachers! We deserve it! BAH! BAH! BAH!Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:22 PM That's fine. I look forward to another 16 years of BC Liberal government.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:41 PM 16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate! Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan! Sociopaths do that!Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 9:35 AM "16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate!" 16 years of our opponents still don't understand why they lost. Like I said, that's fine with me. If I said the Liberals would be in power for at least another 13 years back in 2004 you probably would have laughed too. Heck, if I told you on May 13 last year that the BC Liberals would be reelected on May 14 you'd probably have laughed too. And you were wrong. Why is that? Answer that question if you want the NDP to win the next election. Without a correct answer to it, the NDP's cause is hopeless. "Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan!" You feel they are flawed, and that's fine. I don't go around calling people who disagree with me sociopaths, nor do I accuse them of being paid shills. But I also don't feel much need to address your ad hominems. There are logical arguments to support your position, but argumentum ad hominem is not one of them. It's a textbook logical fallacy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 1:15 PM Ah! Now I get it! It is all ego-based! You think because you voted the winning party that you are a winner and we are losers! You think because you predicted that the Liberals would win, you are winner. That does not make YOU a winner or the Liberals! It is called DEMOGRAPHICS, you expletives. The baby boomers are getting old and because they have more assets and won't make a whole lot more for too long, they need to vote a govn't who is going to do just that! It is not rocket science! WOW! You think you are so superior when your party stole an election with 47% of the popular vote. That's not a majority and your party should not have been elected. BTW, did you delete from your ethical memory the words Ethnic voting scandal? The field is slanted and you know it. However, you are so willing to minimize, forget the scams and bad fairplay tactics like a sociopath is allowed to minimize or ignore his or victims emotions that you don't see that you are the loser, we are the victim of your constant bullying. 1% wage increases after years of 0% increases and you can justify that when Yahoo reports that the average Canadian can hope to get 2.5% this and next year: https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html You Liberals behave like fascists, but we can't call you that because that's not allowed! Well! Guess what? It is and you are. Live with it! You keep on dreaming you are a genius! :) I am retired, getting soon a nice pension, and laughing at you from a beach somewhere! AHAHA! Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 2:14 PM What's with the name calling Peter? For someone claiming to be retired you really don't show the wisdom of age. For someone who talks about logic, you use logical fallacies like ad hominems a lot too. It's a fair point that the BC Liberals didn't get a majority of the vote (and I'm a very big supporter of electoral reform). The BC Liberals + Conservatives did though, and I don't think it's realistic to expect the BC Conservatives to have been more generous had they been part of government. Last time I checked I just voted. I didn't "victimize" anyone. Perhaps your rage is misplaced. If you think the election was "stolen" I'm afraid I have to question your grasp on reality though. "Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?" I'm glad you'll have a pleasant retirement Peter. I have no ill will towards you. I'm not sure why you think I do. I'm not saying people were *right* to vote BC Liberal. That's a matter of opinion. All I'm saying is people *did* vote BC Liberal. More voted BC Liberal than BC NDP for the last 5 elections in a row actually. You need to understand why that happened in order to change it for the next election. Clearly you're not interested in that though. Which is fair enough. Just remember next time you're upset about something the BC Liberals do that your lack of interest is part of why the BC Liberals get elected at all.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 3:23 PM I love your culture --or the lack of thereof! Guess what, stop thinking averybody is white and must follow your little rules. Namecalling? Sociopath? Whaaaat? And, what if you are? Still can't call you that? :) You fascist right-wingers are big on censorship! I just don't like you giving us lessons on how to get the NDP in. As stated, people are voting right of the NDP because it is a matter of demographics and a little ethnic vote buying on the side. The rest is mumbo jombo. Yes, of course, they will have to go on strike in the future and yes they will have to build a strike fund. The Liberals stole that from the BCTF too! And, you wonder why I don't have any respect for them? Yes, electoral reform is needed! We agree!Delete Reply JJ GeorgeSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:46 AM As a parent, I support the teachers and respect whether they choose to vote yes or no. However I noticed a discrepancy here from other information I've read regarding prep time for elementary teachers. Here it states minimal improvement to prep time - only 10 minutes per week being added. Elsewhere I read that it is 100 minutes per week for prep, increasing by an additional 10 minutes in the final year. That is a significant difference, and worth noting. Or have I completely misunderstood?ReplyDelete Replies Anne-MarieSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:59 AM Elementary teachers currently have 90 minutes of preparation time per week so an increase to 100 minutes per week is only gaining 10 minutes. In other provinces and some private schools they have as much as 45 minutes of prep time per day.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:56 PM Thank you for inquiring!Delete DW ZSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:57 PM You're right JJ George. There is a significant difference around the province regarding preparation times. In my district elementary teachers currently get 100 minutes of prep time. This new proposal is useless to me. I'll have to wait 6 years to gain an extra 10 minutes. Delete Reply UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:11 AM Almost nobody gets cost of living adjustments. Also inflation is NOT 2%. Do some research and look at the CPI for BC over the last 24 months. The average over the last 2 years is 0.7%, not 2%. The CPI changes every month so you cant just look at the highest month and declare that THE inflation rate. Check out the 12 month averages document for the actual numbers. http://www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/StatisticsBySubject/Economy/ConsumerPriceIndex.aspx All that being said I support the teachers. if you think this is a bad deal as a parent my dream would be for the teachers to vote no but continue bargaining because I do think the kids need to be in school and I do fear that the teachers will lose all support if the strike continues. All I ask as a parent is that you do your own research and try not to be swayed by all the opinions. ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:01 AM Inflation for August was 2.1% (http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/economy/cpi-report-expected-to-reveal-rise-in-canadas-core-inflation-rate/article20593943/). The CPI is a year-over-year calculation.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:43 AM Inflation should be looked at as a yearly average, not an individual month.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:34 PM The lawyers do not believe we have compromised our court deal. Our leadership would not have sold us out. We dodged a bullet. The Premier had something loaded even if we are not sure what it was. The idea that we could simply return to work is not guaranteed. I think a no vote could easily lead to the Liberals locking us out again because the Premier wants to crush us and she will use any excuse. She did not want to take the advice of her people and do this deal. I am certain a plan for drastic action (where we have to take the concessions they had planned) or worse - was in place. We can't guarantee the press will do any better job explaining the complexities should we say no. They rarely sided with us in markets outside of Vancouver where people are more political and they often misled or allowed others to mislead. They are not helping and would sensationalize. This would see dissolution of support very quickly - especially if we asked for wages. (Though admittedly it angers me that we can't ask for wages without being accused of being greedy when that is what most bargaining units do). But we have argued this is about kids and while this is not ideal - it is better to have teachers than not. The deal does suck in that it does not bring us to par - but this fight needs to be won with a strategy that is political and capacity will do that in another round. We have some support - but it is limited to the choir. We need to have the pews too. We need to build that capacity while working and continue to find allies because the fight is bigger than most people want to consider. This is about ideology and about privatization. Education always was political but never more so than now and we have to fight this party or the conservatives who would do the same or worse. No teacher who is responsible can ignore the politics any longer. That is simply the truth. If you work in the system you better get informed and you better be prepared to fight until retirement for the system. That said, I want to ask the same question others are asking: Why is this the job of 42,000 teachers and not the job of all citizens who want equality to fight for this right? It is time (while the conversation is still on-going and up to and including election night) for us to guide the public where we can but mainly play our part by not propping the system up. Make poverty known. Make noise about shortfalls, ask questions (in the media or in board offices ) about who is going to fix it instead of paying ourselves, volunteer some but wait for the pubic to step up so they see what schools lack. I hate the deal too. But I trust Vince Ready and Iker and I don't think we could have done better right now. I think we dodged a bullet because I have read everything this government has put out and followed the trail. They plan to privatize and they are just looking for the route. Voting YES for now does not mean we are giving up. It does not mean a win in the way we wanted but we have won a battle that will lead to us winning the war. If we don't rest up and stock up we might not get there.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:57 PM Well, if it is bigger than just this battle, then we will need ALL the unions to strike if they do indeed use drastic (draconian) measures. I say it is time for ALL of the unions to call a general strike. I guarantee that they will not like that one bit. What will they do then? Call the army? :) People in Europe, at the end of the 19th century stood up in mines. General strikes do occur in Europe and have. If you think you had it tough, think of them who stood tall for US in tougher times and conditions. Make sacrifices. Sell furniture. Tutor on the side. Ask for the BCTF money. Ask your banker to help. As friends and relatives. If we say NO, it won't last long. If they legislate us back, let's call a general province-wide strike of all unions. Delete Reply Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:47 AM Between CC's smug smile as she celebrates slaughtered teachers and Jim Iker's goofy grin - seemingly unaware that he has been a willing puppet, I am thoroughly disgusted. Over the next 5 years, teachers will be in an increasingly bad situation financially, classrooms will continue to be too large and complex with increasing medical, social and environmental issues impacting academic delivery. It could not be less obvious that things will continue to worsen. The Liberals have ensured that BC is rapidly becoming the Canadian Monaco for rich off shore interests and wealthy corporations. Soon the underpaid "workers" will have to be bussed in daily to Vancouver - Asian style. The only recourse is to move to just about any other province and bring in up to $100,000 more over the six years with much less cost of living. So we are bailing, encouraged by friends who have gotten positions in Manitoba and Alberta. My colleagues and I discovered through contacting several school boards across Canada that specialist (special needs and behavioural) and secondary science teachers are in particular demand. I want to work in a professional, respectful environment where the needs of all children are considered a priority and where I feel inspired to do my best. However, I want my vote to reflect the wishes of teachers who will be here over the next 6 (5) years, so very much appreciate your blog and opportunity to read the comments.ReplyDelete Bert SlaterSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:11 AM To vote YES will throw away 12 years of effort, and 2 victories in BC Supreme Court. To vote YES will be to snatch defeat from the jaws of victory. If you vote YES what bargaining power do you think you will have - the government will do nothing, and then what do you think you will do - take job action? PLEASE VOTE NO.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:59 PM Time to show you have a spine!Delete Reply RodSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:06 AM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Cool HandSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 AM Wouldn't a 'No' vote be a vote of no confidence in the BCTF itself?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:02 AM Not at all. It is just a message to the leadership we need to do better. The strength of the union is the members, and we support the leadership by giving them direction through democratic means.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:40 PM I disagree. How else can a recommendation by the EC to vote yes be interpreted? Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:00 PM I am sure people will interpret this both ways, but it is a vote. If it is supposed to be a "Yes", because it might be interpreted one way, then why bother having a vote?Delete Kate TSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:07 AM Yes , it would be. I don't think we could come out much better than this with this government. How will a No obtain that? Christy will be happy, she can declare the BCTF gone and roll out her plan to privatize. Delete Reply David DeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:06 AM A no vote would be a rejection of a the court victories defied by the government and an inadequate deal containing some vague promises that won't meet the needs of teachers or students on class size and other important issues.In Ontario elementary teachers get 200 minutes of prep time per 5 day cycle. I know there is financial hardship, but the union has received close to $2 million in donations from other unions; is there no way of accessing hardship funds? At minimum, vote no and return to work on work to rule with various strike options.ReplyDelete Erica JonesSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:25 AM This article actually makes me so mad. It is NOT better for the kids that they have missed almost all of june and all of september. This is what you signed up for in BC as a teacher. Get on board or GET OUT.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:20 PM Is this really what teachers signed up for? At my high school, each class has about 30 kids, with an average of 17 kids per classroom with an identified learning disability. Our district says that there should be no more than 4 kids per classroom.. How do you expect non-specialist teachers to help each student when over half of them require more resources because of a learning disability? Furthermore, are you generalizing the "better-ness" to all the kids in BC? Because I don't think that it would be better if kids went back considering the learning environment isn't up to par. There are barely any Education Assistants, and support teachers for the multitude of children who need them. While I recognize and appreciate your enthusiasm for education, please realize that the public school system isn't a daycare. Also, please think about your words and the learning environment prior to speaking out. By the way, we're not an autocracy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:08 PM I can understand your frustration! Understand mine! I almost died at 7:30 pm one night returning from teaching a FI split class with several students who did not get enough support or no support at all. The principal expressed to me that he expected me to teach 2 different social studies programs and 2 different science programs. ANYONE I talked to knows that this is impossible to do, especially in French Immersion when kids get no support at home and books are often too hard for students to read. I had to quit my job. I did it for me and did it for the kids. I was like a surgeon who is asked to operate on 5 patients with an old scalpel with 2 inexperienced nurses. Predictably, 4 patients would die and I would be reprimanded! Teachers are put in terrible conditions and kids too. I hope you have the openmind to consider the reality of this honest personal anecdote. I also wish you to understand that this is likely not an isolated incident. What will it take? A kid to commit suicide because he or she is not getitng enough support?Delete Reply hilarySeptember 17, 2014 at 10:29 AM It is incorrect to equate lost funding with what the teachers would have received in grievances. The two are not equivalent. The starting position of the BCTF was $225M, so they never expected $3B to resolve grievances. I'm also interested to know where you get your figures on overcrowded classrooms. A recent Globe and Mail article says that classrooms are, on average, smaller than the caps set in 2002.ReplyDelete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:36 AM The signing bonus should be roughly $2500 each: 105 million divided by 41 thousand.ReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:53 AM It is not that simple. The $105 million is to be allocated by the union. The term "signing bonus" has been crossed off on the signed document. Some of that money may be used to pay union debts. Don't know this but clarification would be useful.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:16 PM Just quoting from the CBC news website, "And finally there are details of $105-million fund to settle grievances stemming from the ongoing court case. The BCTF says that money will be given out as a signing bonus, with specific amount yet to be determined."Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:34 AM I think it would be smart to put at least part of it into your strike fund.Delete Reply WheelsSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:55 AM If the money is used as a signing bonus, it should be based on FTEReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:12 PM Yes I am sure it will be based on FTE. The question is how much of the $105 Million is actually distributed. This is up to the union, and I am told that it is yet to be decided.Delete GuruSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:44 PM And don't forget all the retired teachers who are entitled to a share of it.Delete Reply Geoff OrmeSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:18 PM In another discussion of this someone suggested that under BC Labour Law a no vote means rejection of the proposed deal, and that means the strike continues until either: - the union in question elects to stand down - another tentative deal is presented or - the government imposes a legislated contract. I think the last of these is the most likely, and I believe the legislated contract would be draconian and brutal. What do you think, Tara? Also, I would appreciate your thoughts on Sandy Garossino's comments at https://storify.com/Garossino/should-teachers-accept-the-contractReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:14 PM If this is so, in a few month (likely a couple of years), teachers will win so much more with a Supreme Court judgment! It is possible that the Liberals know that the higher courts are stacked by Liberal judges (that is what happen when judges are chosen, not elected). In any case, a negative settlement (or not a great judgment) will galvinize the public to reform the way the Supreme court judges are being chosen. I doubt that any govn't will want that to happen. A legislated contract will make the LIbs look like sociopaths and dictators.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:47 PM Peter I think you are expecting far too much from the public, many of whom are only paying attention to this matter due to kids being home from school. The public are not remotely this savvy on the political process.Delete Reply IslanderSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:09 PM I am a continuing education teacher. We have it even worse and we are not listened to enough about our poor conditions. Those include no prep time (and we do have to mark and do report cards many times a year sometimes and commonly for 30 students in a class), travelling to different schools with no compensation, and having next to no breaks in between 3 hour classes. I worked for two years with no lunch break and taught 6 hours straight (just 15 min. breaks) to be told, "don't complain since there are others who will do it". We then got 15 min. breaks in between classes. Most of our students are wealthy immigrants, many who try to stay in classes as long as possible since the classes are free. After spending a year in Germany, I realize how better organized it is where the immigrants pay to learn the language on a sliding scale, and have to pay for a student book as well for each class. We do not even have text books, but photocopy so much at tax payers' expense. This is not right. I then teach summer school since we were not on a 12 month continual salary and most of those students are also immigrants (at least 75%). This is also free and it is becoming so common and the new immigrants know this is free babysitting and tutoring. I think one main problem is that we have so many new immigrants in our classes who need ESL like this article states about our inclusion style of education nowadays: http://www.vancouversun.com/life/Shelley+Fralic+trouble+with+schools/10203596/story.html I am honored to be teaching and like my job, but it does get exhausting especially since I need two or three jobs to pay the mortgage that I now no longer have.. back to renting since it all I can afford in this city that has become so expensive. And many don't realize that it is very very difficult to get to full time work as a teacher here. There was a formula that made it take about 10 years to get to f/t (now finally changed). I have been without pay for 3 months, and now had to finally rent a place in anticipation of returning to work, so I have to vote "yes", but please keep the comments coming for what alternatives we have. Maybe we have to just educate the public in a better way than picketing; maybe get out and walk around malls and talk to people and hand out pamphlets on how this liberal government is hurting this. Most Asians (probably just the new who are from such a different system) are already against the teachers since they do not seem to understand what is going on. http://www.vancouversun.com/Business/asia-pacific/Chuck+Chiang+Many+Asian+families+place+blame/10202757/story.htmlReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:17 PM First of all, myn thoughts are with you! I think your ideas about using different strategies is smart. Picketing is not a very good strategy to let people know about things. I think using the membership to flood media comment sections would be more effective. Going to talk to the public might be a good idea along with this, I think. Phone the BCTF and ask for support.Delete Reply Marsha HolleySeptember 17, 2014 at 1:36 PM A teachers wife Vote no you have come to far to back down. It is a -----Y DEAL. ReplyDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:45 PM Ask yourself WHY teachers cannot get 1/2 of the average increase in salary of the private sector? (The Libs will tell you because there are sooooooo many teachers, but I also hear that there are provinces where there is a need for teachers!) TORONTO - A new study says that Canadians, on average, can expect about the same size salary increase next year as in 2014. Human resources consultants Pal Benefits says a survey of 401 organizations, mainly in Ontario, Alberta and British Columbia, projected salary increase for 2015 at an average of 2.79 per cent. That was almost unchanged from the 2.74 per cent average increase projected in last year's survey. Meanwhile, in addition to the average salary increase remaining relatively steady year over year, the survey found that the percentage of employers who plan to freeze salaries appears to have stabilized at eight per cent —in the same percentages as was projected in 2014. Breaking down the numbers further, the survey found the average salary increase anticipated in the engineering, financial services and high technology sectors was three per cent. That compared with an average of 2.5 per cent on the low end for organizations in durable manufacturing. https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.htmlReplyDelete "Mama Rose"September 17, 2014 at 9:12 PM I used to agree with you, Tara, and appreciate you bringing these items to your blog to get us all thinking. But after a very long night and day of research and discussion, I realize I will be voting yes tomorrow. Here is why: I don't care about salary or benefit increases. That is not why I went on strike. I don't care if this tentative deal is not good for teachers. That's not why I went on strike either. For me, the single most important issue is class size and composition. I want to work in a classroom where I have enough time and resources available to me to adequately help all the students I teach. And while it is true that this tentative deal will not change anything in the classrooms right now (or at least most of our classrooms), I realized that we couldn't actually make changes in that area because the issues of cs and c is before the courts. When I made that connection and realized that this round of bargaining was really about a "good enough" agreement regarding wages, then the deal seems, well... good enough. BUT, the best part, is the language the BCTF legal team made around the furture court decision (the re-opener). They have it in writing that if we win the court case (which is likely) and when we have to start bargaining class size and comp again (that is exactly what Justice Susan Griffin said we would have to do) we will be STARTING from the 2002 levels. To make this simple to understand, I explained it to my friends using a number line. With this new language, the BCTF starts the next round of bargaining at say a 50. The government will want us to go to 10 or 15, and we'll compromise and end up maybe 25. But WITHOUT that language, we would have started bargaining at a 10 and only gone down from there. So I do believe it is the best deal possible, it still factors in the biggest issue (from my perspective), we do not lose the important gains of the past, and most importantly, everyone gets to go back to school.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 PM Mam Rose, I appreciate your point of view and your courage. However, let me point out to you and the readers that a decision at the BC supreme court might not turn out the way teachers anticipate. We all know that judges are appointed and who does the appointing? "All justices of the BCSC (including the position of Chief Justice and Associate Chief Justice) are appointed by the federal cabinet, on recommendation of the Minister of Justice. Masters are appointed by the provincial cabinet, on recommendation of the Attorney General in consultation with the Chief Justice." (Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Supreme_Court_of_British_Columbia) Now, I would like to think that all of those people are objective, but they are appointed and we know that there are political appointments. They have a lot of discretion over the laws and judgments. I am willing to bet that the BC Liberals do know this and are betitng the farm (or do they know something we don't know) that the Supreme Courts are stacked against teachers? So, I am not sure if we can count on a WIN if we proceed with the court ruling. I think we would be better to negotiate and negotiate a better deal.Delete Reply retaSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:57 AM Yes...no...yes...no...The last two days have been this. I’ve read so many articles and comments over the past few months and, I can say, I have learned a lot. I know this is not a great deal for teachers right now. I will be voting yes. This is why… 1. The children. Without going into the multiple issues (e.g., grad, post secondary, trades, sports, global education/trips, planned activities, those with varying degrees of special needs, those that need a soft place to land, etc., etc.) the children need to get on with their education. 2. The parents. For many parents, this strike is a financial burden. We do not like to be called baby sitters, but for many living below the poverty line, school is a financial relief. Winter is coming; gas bills will be expensive. 3. Poverty. Remember, BC has the highest child poverty rate in Canada. Schools feed and clothe numerous children. 4. The other systems educators work collaboratively with. MFCD, CYMH, foster parents, group homes, and the multitude of non-profit agencies that support vulnerable children and families are bursting at the seams. We are a part of that team. 5. CUPE. While some have been paid during this strike, that money is coming from districts. It was not provided by the government. And, CUPE is a partner in education - from the bus drivers to the tech dept to custodians to secretaries to EAs and so on. 6. Small Businesses. In our little towns, the school district is the number one employer. There is a direct cause-effect relationship between loss of wage and loss of business. 7. Money. The amount of money that is needed to reverse the erosion of the public education system over numerous years cannot be recouped in one sitting. This agreement is a start. It’s not much but the stage has been set. 8. THE COURT CASE. That is why we were on strike. All the other stuff could have been resolved months ago, but our government was working hard to make the court case go away. Well, it still exists. I consider that the victory. We live to fight another day (as rhetorical as that sounds) AND I hope people actually read the ruling and think critically about how a loss could impact the future of the Charter of Rights, and the power of government to contravene those rights. I am guessing we will vote to ratify as so many fear “what’s next?” from this government. It’s nasty business, and I think legislation would be next. VALUING PUBLIC EDUCATION needs to come from a STRONG, CONSISTENT public voice. If we do ratify the agreement, and those in the profession and public think we've given up, we have not. We’ve been fighting for years. We just haven’t been heard… until now. ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:21 AM I understand your point of view, but sometimes you have to fight to get what you want. This is a VERY bad deal, considering: Other people get on average 2.5% salary increases last year and this year and the next and the rest of us get 1% and must feel happy if we do.? (https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html) THIS DEAL is a horrendously BAD deal for kids/parents as well, of course. We are going to continue to be humiliated and be the laughing stock of many people of this province. After a decade of paycuts, WOW, this is what they are willing to offer! WOW! WOW! WOW!Delete Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:30 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Reply Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:37 PM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:08 PM Let's cross our fingers! I think we need a general strike by all unions if CC legislates teachers back. It is time to put the foot down and tell her and the Liberals that, as in the movie Network,"I am mad as hell and I won't take it anymore!"Delete Reply Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 8:26 PM Needs help on some stats for an online debate Looking for the last 10 or 15 years of contractual salary increases in %. So, 1% for 2001, 0% for 2002,...ReplyDelete Children FirstSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:00 PM Well it's all done now. Really hope the teacher's can find another angle to deal with class size and composition as well as student funding. The government will make sure the coming court case never swings your way no matter what. 2nd most expensive place to live in the the world!!! Wonder why and where the money goes??? ReplyDelete AnonSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 PM I'm an outsider, but have followed closely this whole fiasco and this is a RAW deal. Your union hung you out to dry on this one - taking a really bad deal (clearly no one from the BCTF had rudimentary math skills in their toolbox) and then publicly encouraging to the media that teachers accept the deal....what choice did you have - a no vote would have outraged the public. I could go on and on, but the bottom line, in my opinion, is that your union better get some stronger leaders who are PR and technology savvy. Out with Iker and the rest of those who bargained on your behalf - they just got ......well , we know that happened. Whew, can't even believe how screwed you got, absolutely amazing - nothing meaningful gained in the big picture and only very minor gains for a small group of people, bigger losses for the majority.. Wow - I better stop now. Best of luck. Thanks for all you do for our children. ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ▼  September (9) Reflections on the BC Teacher Strike BC Teacher strike - Lessons learned Response to Sandy Garossino Will the Education Fund improve classroom conditio... Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Class composition: a human rights perspective Class size and composition - a short visual histor... Guest post - I WILL HOLD THE LINE Teachers - let your leadership know it is time to ... ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/insights_west?lang=th,Insights West (@insights_west) | ทวิตเตอร์ ทวิตเตอร์ คําค้นหา ค้นหาทวิตเตอร์ รายการค้นหาที่บันทึกไว้ ลบ บัญชีตัวจริง @ ผู้ใช้ที่แนะนํา บัญชีตัวจริง @ บัญชีตัวจริง @ ภาษา: ภาษาไทย Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 มีบัญชีผู้ใช้อยู่แล้ว? เข้าสู่ระบบ เพิ่งเริ่มใช้ทวิตเตอร์? มาเล่นกันเถอะ! » เข้าสู่ระบบ โทรศัพท์ อีเมล หรือชื่อผู้ใช้ รหัสผ่าน เข้าสู่ระบบ จํารหัสผ่าน ลืมรหัสผ่าน? ใช้ทวิตเตอร์ผ่าน SMS อยู่แล้ว? Insights West @insights_west ทวีต 588 รูปถ่าย/วิดีโอ 21 กําลังติดตาม 92 ผู้ติดตาม 409 รายการโปรด 71   เพิ่มเติม รายการโปรด รายชื่อ เลิกปิดเสียง @insights_west ปิดเสียง @insights_west ติดตาม กําลังติดตามอยู่ เลิกติดตาม ถูกบล็อค ยกเลิกการบล็อค รอดําเนินการ ยกเลิก Insights West @insights_west Insights West is a progressive, full-service market research company offering insights-driven research solutions and interpretative analysis. Vancouver, B.C. insightswest.com 21 รูปภาพหรือวิดีโอ ทวีต ทวีต ทวีตและการตอบกลับ Insights West @insights_west  ·  23 นาที 23 นาทีที่แล้ว 73% in Metro Vancouver perceive coal dust as a serious environmental threat. http://bit.ly/iw_sfdc  ตอบกลับ 0 ตอบกลับ รีทวีต รีทวีตแล้ว 0 รีทวีต ชื่นชอบ ชื่นชอบแล้ว 0 รายการโปรด เพิ่มเติม เผยแพร่ทวีต Insights West @insights_west  ·  23 นาที 23 นาทีที่แล้ว 58% in Metro Vancouver are hesitant to support the project due to climate change. http://bit.ly/iw_sfdc  ตอบกลับ 0 ตอบกลับ รีทวีต รีทวีตแล้ว 1 รีทวีต 1 ชื่นชอบ ชื่นชอบแล้ว 0 รายการโปรด เพิ่มเติม เผยแพร่ทวีต Insights West @insights_west  ·  54 นาที 54 นาทีที่แล้ว 77% in Metro Vancouver say the expansion of the Fraser Surrey Docks terminal will create more jobs in the province. http://bit.ly/iw_sfdc  ตอบกลับ 0 ตอบกลับ รีทวีต รีทวีตแล้ว 0 รีทวีต ชื่นชอบ ชื่นชอบแล้ว 0 รายการโปรด เพิ่มเติม เผยแพร่ทวีต Insights West @insights_west  ·  1 ชม. 1 ชั่วโมงที่แล้ว A look at how residents feel about the expansion of coal shipments in Metro Vancouver. http://bit.ly/iw_sfdc  http://ow.ly/i/77ZYC  ดูรูปภาพ ตอบกลับ 0 ตอบกลับ รีทวีต รีทวีตแล้ว 0 รีทวีต ชื่นชอบ ชื่นชอบแล้ว 0 รายการโปรด เพิ่มเติม เผยแพร่ทวีต Insights West @insights_west  ·  1 ชม. 1 ชั่วโมงที่แล้ว Opposition to building the coal shipping facility in Metro Vancouver highest among women (48%) and 18-to-34 (47%) http://bit.ly/iw_sfdc  ตอบกลับ 0 ตอบกลับ รีทวีต รีทวีตแล้ว 0 รีทวีต ชื่นชอบ ชื่นชอบแล้ว 0 รายการโปรด เพิ่มเติม เผยแพร่ทวีต Insights West รีทวีต Steve Mossop @SteveMossop  ·  2 ชม. 1 ชั่วโมงที่แล้ว 42% in Metro Vancouver support building the Fraser Surrey Docks coal shipping facility; 43% are opposed; 14% unsure. http://bit.ly/iw_sfdc  ตอบกลับ 0 ตอบกลับ รีทวีต รีทวีตแล้ว 1 รีทวีต 1 ชื่นชอบ ชื่นชอบแล้ว 0 รายการโปรด เพิ่มเติม เผยแพร่ทวีต Insights West @insights_west  ·  2 ชม. 1 ชั่วโมงที่แล้ว Support for building the coal shipping facility in Metro Vancouver highest among men (50%) and 55+ (47%) http://bit.ly/iw_sfdc  ตอบกลับ 0 ตอบกลับ รีทวีต รีทวีตแล้ว 0 รีทวีต ชื่นชอบ ชื่นชอบแล้ว 0 รายการโปรด เพิ่มเติม เผยแพร่ทวีต Insights West @insights_west  ·  2 ชม. 2 ชั่วโมงที่แล้ว 42% in Metro Vancouver support building the Fraser Surrey Docks coal shipping facility; 43% are opposed; 14% unsure. http://bit.ly/iw_sfdc  ตอบกลับ 0 ตอบกลับ รีทวีต รีทวีตแล้ว 0 รีทวีต ชื่นชอบ ชื่นชอบแล้ว 0 รายการโปรด เพิ่มเติม เผยแพร่ทวีต Insights West @insights_west  ·  3 ชม. 2 ชั่วโมงที่แล้ว Just 53% in Metro Vancouver are familiar with the Fraser Surrey Docks coal shipping facility project. (1/2) http://bit.ly/iw_sfdc  ตอบกลับ 0 ตอบกลับ รีทวีต รีทวีตแล้ว 1 รีทวีต 1 ชื่นชอบ ชื่นชอบแล้ว 0 รายการโปรด เพิ่มเติม เผยแพร่ทวีต Insights West @insights_west  ·  3 ชม. 2 ชั่วโมงที่แล้ว In contrast 79% are familiar with Kinder Morgan Trans Mountain pipeline & 80% with the Enbridge Northern Gateway(2/2) http://bit.ly/iw_sfdc  ตอบกลับ 0 ตอบกลับ รีทวีต รีทวีตแล้ว 1 รีทวีต 1 ชื่นชอบ ชื่นชอบแล้ว 0 รายการโปรด เพิ่มเติม เผยแพร่ทวีต Insights West @insights_west  ·  3 ชม. 3 ชั่วโมงที่แล้ว Our latest release: Metro Vancouver Still Divided on Coal Shipping Facility http://bit.ly/iw_sfdc  ตอบกลับ 0 ตอบกลับ รีทวีต รีทวีตแล้ว 0 รีทวีต ชื่นชอบ ชื่นชอบแล้ว 0 รายการโปรด เพิ่มเติม เผยแพร่ทวีต Insights West @insights_west  ·  4 ชม. 3 ชั่วโมงที่แล้ว "A Shocking Number of Business Owners in BC Do Not Have a Business Plan." Read the full release here: http://bit.ly/IW_SBBC  ตอบกลับ 0 ตอบกลับ รีทวีต รีทวีตแล้ว 0 รีทวีต ชื่นชอบ ชื่นชอบแล้ว 0 รายการโปรด เพิ่มเติม เผยแพร่ทวีต Insights West @insights_west  ·  4 ชม. 4 ชั่วโมงที่แล้ว 38% of small business owners do not believe a succession plan is important to their business, 56% of sole proprietors http://bit.ly/IW_SBBC  ตอบกลับ 0 ตอบกลับ รีทวีต รีทวีตแล้ว 1 รีทวีต 1 ชื่นชอบ ชื่นชอบแล้ว 2 รายการโปรด 2 เพิ่มเติม เผยแพร่ทวีต Insights West @insights_west  ·  4 ชม. 4 ชั่วโมงที่แล้ว Less than one-quarter (19%) of small business owners have a succession plan in place. http://bit.ly/IW_SBBC  http://ow.ly/i/77W1R  ดูรูปภาพ ตอบกลับ 0 ตอบกลับ รีทวีต รีทวีตแล้ว 0 รีทวีต ชื่นชอบ ชื่นชอบแล้ว 0 รายการโปรด เพิ่มเติม เผยแพร่ทวีต Insights West @insights_west  ·  4 ชม. 4 ชั่วโมงที่แล้ว A look at our release with @SmallBusinessBC showing the shocking number of small business without a business plan. http://ow.ly/i/77VGA  ดูรูปภาพ ตอบกลับ 0 ตอบกลับ รีทวีต รีทวีตแล้ว 0 รีทวีต ชื่นชอบ ชื่นชอบแล้ว 0 รายการโปรด เพิ่มเติม เผยแพร่ทวีต Insights West @insights_west  ·  5 ชม. 4 ชั่วโมงที่แล้ว Nearly half (48%) began operations with a business plan in place, 42% of business owners have one now. http://bit.ly/IW_SBBC  ตอบกลับ 0 ตอบกลับ รีทวีต รีทวีตแล้ว 0 รีทวีต ชื่นชอบ ชื่นชอบแล้ว 0 รายการโปรด เพิ่มเติม เผยแพร่ทวีต Insights West @insights_west  ·  5 ชม. 4 ชั่วโมงที่แล้ว A shocking 34% of sole proprietors believe a business plan is not important to the future of their business. http://bit.ly/IW_SBBC  ตอบกลับ 0 ตอบกลับ รีทวีต รีทวีตแล้ว 1 รีทวีต 1 ชื่นชอบ ชื่นชอบแล้ว 0 รายการโปรด เพิ่มเติม เผยแพร่ทวีต Insights West @insights_west  ·  5 ชม. 5 ชั่วโมงที่แล้ว 23% of small business owners believe a business plan is not important to the future of their business. http://bit.ly/IW_SBBC  ตอบกลับ 0 ตอบกลับ รีทวีต รีทวีตแล้ว 0 รีทวีต ชื่นชอบ ชื่นชอบแล้ว 0 รายการโปรด เพิ่มเติม เผยแพร่ทวีต Insights West @insights_west  ·  5 ชม. 5 ชั่วโมงที่แล้ว More than half of small business owners in BC (52%) began operations without a business plan. http://bit.ly/IW_SBBC  ตอบกลับ 0 ตอบกลับ รีทวีต รีทวีตแล้ว 0 รีทวีต ชื่นชอบ ชื่นชอบแล้ว 0 รายการโปรด เพิ่มเติม เผยแพร่ทวีต Insights West @insights_west  ·  6 ชม. 5 ชั่วโมงที่แล้ว Today we are looking at the results of a study we released last week in conjunction with @SmallBusinessBC. http://bit.ly/IW_SBBC  ตอบกลับ 0 ตอบกลับ รีทวีต รีทวีตแล้ว 1 รีทวีต 1 ชื่นชอบ ชื่นชอบแล้ว 0 รายการโปรด เพิ่มเติม เผยแพร่ทวีต ทวิตเตอร์นั้นอาจจะรองรับปริมาณผู้เข้าใช้ไม่ไหว หรืออาจจะเกิดอาการสะดุดนิดหน่อย ลองใหม่ ดูที่สถานะของทวิตเตอร์สําหรับข้อมูลเพิ่มเติม ปิด Insights West ได้ติดตาม ไม่พลาดทุกความเคลื่อนไหวจาก Insights West Vancouver, B.C. · ปรับเปลี่ยน © 2014 ทวิตเตอร์ เกี่ยวกับ ช่วยเหลือ ข้อมูลโฆษณา ปิด ความนิยม ความนิยมที่จัดมาสําหรับคุณ ความนิยมเป็นอีกวิธีหนึ่งที่จะทําให้คุณใกล้ชิดกับสิ่งที่คุณสนใจ โดยจะถูกปรับเปลี่ยนตามตําแหน่งที่ตั้งของคุณ และขึ้นอยู่กับว่าคุณติดตามใครบ้าง ปรับเปลี่ยน ใช้ความนิยมที่จัดมาให้ ดูความนิยมจากทั่วโลก เสร็จสิ้น ไม่สนใจ ปิด ก่อนหน้า ต่อไป ปิด ไปยังหน้าโปรไฟล์ รายการค้นหาที่บันทึกไว้ ลบ บัญชีตัวจริง @ ผู้ใช้ที่แนะนํา บัญชีตัวจริง @ บัญชีตัวจริง @ ปิด รีทวีตข้อความนี้ไปยังผู้ติดตามของคุณ? ยกเลิก รีทวีต ปิด คุณแน่ใจแล้วหรือว่าต้องการลบทวีตนี้? ยกเลิก ลบ ปิด บล็อค ยกเลิก บล็อค เพิ่มตําแหน่งปัจจุบันไปยังทวีตของคุณ เมื่อคุณทวีตพร้อมกับตําแหน่ง ทวิตเตอร์จะเก็บตําแหน่งนั้นไว้ คุณสามารถเปิด/ปิดการระบุตําแหน่งได้ในแต่ละครั้งที่ทวีต และยังสามารถเลือกที่จะลบตําแหน่งในทวีตเก่าๆ ของคุณได้ทุกเมื่อ ศึกษาเพิ่มเติม เปิดตําแหน่ง ไม่ใช่ตอนนี้ ปิดการระบุตําแหน่ง ปิด โปรไฟล์โดยย่อ ปิด รายชื่อของคุณ ปิด สร้างรายชื่อใหม่ ชื่อของรายชื่อ คําอธิบาย ไม่เกิน 100 ตัวอักษร (ไม่บังคับ) ความเป็นส่วนตัว สาธารณะ · ทุกคนสามารถติดตามรายชื่อนี้ได้ ส่วนตัว · เฉพาะคุณที่สามารถเข้าถึงรายชื่อนี้ได้ เก็บรายชื่อ ปิด ปิด ฝังทวีตนี้ เพิ่มทวีตไปยังเว็บไซต์ของคุณโดยการคัดลอกโค้ดด้านล่าง ศึกษาเพิ่มเติม อืม เกิดข้อผิดพลาดในการติดต่อเซิร์ฟเวอร์ของเรา ลองอีกที? รวมถึงทวีตต้นทาง รวมสื่อด้วย ดูตัวอย่าง ปิด สมัครสมาชิกทวิตเตอร์ ไม่มีทวิตเตอร์? ลงทะเบียน เพื่อเปิดรับรู้สิ่งใหม่ๆ อัพเดทข่าวสารพร้อมไปกับเรา มีบัญชีผู้ใช้อยู่แล้ว? เข้าสู่ระบบ » ปิด โค้ดย่อ (ส่งและรับ) แบบไปกลับ ประเทศ Code สําหรับลูกค้าของ สหรัฐอเมริกา 40404 (อะไรก็ได้) แคนาดา 21212 (อะไรก็ได้) สหราชอาณาจักร 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 บราซิล 40404 Nextel, TIM เฮติ 40404 Digicel, Voila ไอร์แลนด์ 51210 Vodafone, O2 อินเดีย 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance อินโดนีเซีย 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata อิตาลี 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » ดูรหัส SMS ของประเทศอื่นๆ ปิด การยืนยัน)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7344&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 5, March 2006 Affiliation voices Michelle Davies, Haida Gwaii/Queen Charlottes During picket duty we had CUPE members actually bring in hot plates, make mocha lattes for everyone, and just gather strength through sharing food. That’s one of the biggest things on the Charlottes that gathers everybody together and makes everybody happy. Another thing is the severe weather we experience in the Charlottes and most of our sites were fairly open to the elements. At our school, the parents came on the first day and seeing the teachers huddled together and freezing because of the driving rain, they came without hesitation and built us this really skookum shelter that the wind wasn’t going to penetrate and neither was the rain. It was really nice to see that, especially in an area where we don’t get a lot of traffic going by. Our school is built on a hill and out of the way, so to see the parents come and support us that way, to bring us food, CUPE being there for us 100%, really brought our staff together, really brought our district together. Being out for the children for two weeks, especially with what we face in the Charlottes, was really tremendous. We organized a rally at the district office and we had parents come out and speak about their children and how their children have been affected by the cuts, and it was really emotional. Teachers were speaking out about class sizes of 40 students in a senior level science course. I think it’s very important that teachers continue to maintain affiliation with the BCFed. Being a fifth generation union activist in my own family, you go back to the old saying, "you break one pencil and it’s going to break easily, you try to break 20 and it’s not as easy." So we need to stick together to fight the common cause.  Wendy Turner, Southeast Kootenay We experienced tremendous support from all of our affiliate unions within the East Kootenays during our strike. On October 19, the East Kootenay teachers had a special day of protest and we were joined by other union members and were successful in shutting down a number of work sites within the East Kootenays. They walked the line with us during the entire two weeks and lent their support. I think it’s important for us to be a part of the BC Federation of Labour because it gives us a much broader base of communication, organization, and support in making public education issues a public message. It helps us educate the public about how those issues influence their children within schools. The BCTF contributes our ideas, our enthusiasm and our organization to the BC Federation of Labour and when we work together as a united group we are invincible, as we have seen this past fall with our political protest.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/IntlSolidarity.aspx?id=32315&printPage=true,BCTF International Solidarity > Chile: Engaging Teachers and Communities in Education Policy  	BCTF International Solidarity  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Social Justice > Programs and Workshops > International Solidarity > Professional Development Chile: Engaging Teachers and Communities in Education Policy   In the aftermath of the Pinochet dictatorship, the Colegio de Professores de Chile carried out research, workshops, and education-policy development to rebuild a culture of participation in public dialogue. Relationships: Teacher colleges and teacher unions)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11048,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2002 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 14, Number 6, April 2002 Government agenda attacks health and safety by Lynne Sinclair The cuts to education and our collective agreement are so overwhelming that we are in danger of missing the big picture. While most of us are focussing on the loss of services to students, we need to recognize that the cuts and the gutting of our collective agreement will put teachers and students at risk in ways other than learning. We used to have, for example, a Working and Learning Conditions Program and Committee that focussed not just on student learning but on teacher workload. Why did we bargain class size in the first place? One of the reasons was the inordinate workload of teachers and the impact on their health and safety. The Campbell government did not hesitate to put youth’s health at risk by allowing environmental tobacco smoke in their workplaces. It will not hesitate to put students’ and teachers’ health and safety at risk with education cuts. Across this province, we are already hearing about cuts to child care workers in alternate programs, increases in caseload limits of support teachers, limitless numbers of students with special needs in regular classes, and the elimination of programs in special education. We know that those cuts to services and programs will put students and teachers at greater risk of violence. In addition, the devastation of cuts to social services will put children at risk. The effects of the cuts will be felt in schools. The needs will be greater, the resources will be fewer, and the health and safety risks will abound. I recently attended a meeting between the Surrey Teachers’ Association and three Surrey MLAs. When we explained that at least four severe behaviour students could be put into a regular class, they were taken aback. They indicated that they were concerned about the health and safety aspects of the cuts to special education and alternate programs and wanted to discuss the issues further. In Kelowna, the school district states that it will cut many head-custodian jobs and others in maintenance. They say they will be cleaning for health reasons, not for appearance. How does this add up? Schools already suffer from lack of maintenance and repair. Most elementary schools in this province don’t have a daytime custodian. Students and teachers will become ill or injured in increasing numbers with the further erosion of custodial and maintenance services. We will have more leaks, we will have fewer repairs and less clean-up, and we will have more mould problems, for example. Now we are awaiting the deregulation announcements from Kevin Falcon, minister of deregulation. We are expecting the decimation of WCB regulations that protect workers’ health and safety. We know that when teacher health and safety is addressed, so is that of students. In fact, we know that the only resource available these days to protect students is through our collective agreement, our union, and WCB rules, ironically meant only for workers. Lastly, the changed relationship between teachers and administrators is also putting teacher health and safety at risk. We have seen that the government, the trustees, BCPSEA, and BCPVPA are encouraging AOs to aggressively pursue changes at the school level. This is causing serious conflicts between AOs and teachers. AOs have ordered teachers to perform activities that are not their work, and AOs have threatened teachers. The stress level of the cuts and the tactics of AOs have poisoned work environments in schools and school districts. The only answer to these serious health and safety concerns is through collective action, whether it be at the school level, the local level, or within the Federation. Health and safety committees and reps need to be vigilant in enforcing regulations, but at the same time we cannot ignore the bigger, political picture, in which all of us must work to defeat this government’s destructive agenda. We are not alone in this fight. Lynne Sinclair is a BCTF health and safety officer. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "Gr8 event honoring Taiwan ROC w many friends @douglasbing @marvinhunt4bc @KerryLynneFindl @mhlchiu26 @prairiechinois http://t.co/85TUCQsbrI" @John_Yap - 05:40pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Touring a natural gas drilling rig with @MLA Mike Bernier, and Brian from EnCana http://t.co/AifdJ4H07b" @Teresa_Wat - 06:01pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13506,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 20, Number 1, September 2007 Bill 22 Education Statutes Amendment Act By Diane MacDonald Identification numbers Bill 22 amends the School Act to expand the category of students that the ministry may provide with personal education numbers (identification numbers). For example, it adds First Nations to the definitional section, so that schools operated by First Nations educational institution are included. Bill 22 also expands the use of personal educational numbers, including their use in research and statistical analysis. The legislation makes it mandatory for boards to establish a code of conduct for its students and requires that these codes comply with provincial standards established by the minister. Now, those standards are not yet established but the minister may make orders to establish those standards in the future. School district business companies Bill 22 has many amendments designed to monitor and control the conduct of school business companies, and Ill provide some examples, although not all of them, as it just goes into detail about the types of provisions that govern companies. Section 9 provides that the majority of directors of a company that is regulated under the School Act must be at arms length from the board. Section 11 adds provisions ensuring an annual general meeting of a company, provisions requiring proper notice of the meeting, and provisions requiring that annual general meetings be held in public so companies can no longer have such meetings behind closed doors. Consideration of the annual report and financial statements, the appointment of directors, and the appointment of the auditor, must also be done in public. The section also has requirements with respect to recording proceedings of a companys meeting, and making minutes available for inspection. Section 11 permits the chair of a meeting, or a majority of trustees at the company meeting, to exclude individuals for improper conduct, and it provides that a person who disturbs, interrupts or disrupts the proceedings of a meeting, commits an offence. So even though the meetings are public, the company has the ability to exclude members of the public. Private school fee reimbursement Bill 22 also provides for the reimbursement of some private school fees, allowing private schools to enter into the public school system. It does this by having the minister designate certain educational activities as eligible allowing for expenses incurred for instruction, examination, or certification in those educational activities to be reimbursed. Section 21 specifically authorizes the minister to establish the amount that a student may be reimbursed. The minister may place limits on the number of educational activities, or types of educational activities for which a student may be reimbursed. The student must be of school age, a resident in British Columbia, and must demonstrate a standard of achievement that is satisfactory to the minister in the designated educational activities. It is up to the minister to monitor these programs that are done through the private system, rather than boards or principals. This section will allow students in the public school system to shop around in different private schools and institutions to put together a program presumably leading toward graduation, although graduation is not specifically stated. It is possible that students could take courses and later find out that they are not being credited towards graduation. The government is going to assist in paying for this increased choice"choice" is the governments wordand it leaves much discretion to the ministry to determine the criteria for eligibility both in terms of students and educational programs. It obviously paves the way for privatization of education. Changes for the college Lastly, the act makes some changes to the Teaching Profession Act, which governs the College of Teachers. The college will be required to hold its AGM between September 1 and December 31 in each calendar year. It currently has its AGM in the spring. More importantly, Section 33 requires the college to distribute information to its members at the ministers request at the time and in the manner determined by the minister, and it requires the minister to reimburse the college for the expense in doing so. So this amendment really allows government to communicate directly with teachers as it promised in its Throne Speech. It gets around aspects of privacy legislation because the college cannot ask boards directly for teachers home addresses and phone numbers. Instead it statutorily requires the college to send out government information to teachers. Diane MacDonald is a BCTF staff lawyer. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141007,play.google.com,https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.huffingtonpost.android&hl=es,El Huffington Post - Aplicaciones de Android en Google Play Búsqueda Imágenes Maps Play YouTube Noticias Gmail Drive Más Calendar Traductor Móviles Libros Wallet Shopping Blogger Fotos Vídeos Todavía más » Account Options Iniciar sesión Aplicaciones Mis aplicaciones Tienda Juegos Selección de los editores Películas y TV Mis películas Tienda Películas TV Estudios Redes Música Mi música Tienda Libros Mis libros Tienda Libros de texto Kiosco Mi kiosco Tienda Dispositivos Tienda Tienda Mi actividad de Play Mi lista de deseos Canjear Comprar tarjeta regalo Comprar crédito de Google Play Categorías Bibliotecas y demos Cómics Compras Comunicación Deportes Educación Entretenimiento Estilo de vida Finanzas Fondos animados Fotografía Herramientas Libros y obras de consulta Medicina Multimedia y vídeo Música y audio Negocios Noticias y revistas Personalización Productividad Salud y bienestar Sociedad Tiempo Transporte Viajes y guías Widgets Juegos Acción Arcade Aventura Carreras Cartas Casino Casual Cine familiar Deportes Educativos Estrategia Juegos de mesa Juegos de rol Música Palabras Preguntas y respuestas Puzle Simulación Inicio Top éxitos Novedades Mis pedidos Configuración Administrador de dispositivos Android El Huffington Post HuffingtonPost.com - 1 de octubre de 2014 Noticias y revistas 1 Instalar Añadir a la lista de deseos Añadiendo... Añadido a lista de deseos Eliminar Eliminando... Cargando compatibilidad del dispositivo... (20.440) Descripción Con actualizaciones en tiempo real desde la redacción de El HuffPost, ganadora de un premio Pulitzer, la aplicación permite que tu voz sea escuchada comentando artículos y compartiendo tus noticias favoritas y artículos de opinión con amigos, familia y compañeros de trabajo en tus redes sociales. La nueva versión "universal" de la App es compatible con múltiples dispositivos - incluidos móviles y tabletas de 7 y 10 pulgadas, ambos con diseño de cuadrícula y lista- y también ofrece la característica única de "modo noche". Además podrás descargarte las noticias para su lectura offline -sin necesidad de conexión. Y es global - nuestra aplicación te conecta con lo mejor de nuestras ediciones internacionales, incluidas EEUU, Reino Unido, Canadá, Francia, Italia y Japón. Más información Para publicar una reseña, debes instalar esta aplicación. Ahora puedes utilizar Google+ para publicar tus opiniones en Google Play. De esta forma, podrás ver con más facilidad las opiniones de los usuarios que te interesan. Las nuevas opiniones se vincularán públicamente a tu perfil de Google+. Tu nombre aparecerá como "un usuario de Google" en las opiniones anteriores. Únete a Google+ Ahora puedes utilizar Google+ para publicar tus opiniones en Google Play. De esta forma, podrás ver con más facilidad las opiniones de los usuarios que te interesan. Las nuevas opiniones se vincularán públicamente a tu perfil de Google+. Tu nombre aparecerá como "un usuario de Google" en las opiniones anteriores. Continuar Escribe una opinión Enviar opinión Mi opinión Opinión de Opiniones Utilidad Más recientes Valoración Utilidad Escribir una opinión 3,8 20.440 en total 5 8.981 4 5.246 3 2.167 2 1.278 1 2.734 Maite Herrera Aplicación mediocre. Bien que hay publicaciones sobre política y prensa internacional y economía pero en cuanto a ciencia y tecnología pasan semanas sin que hayan noticias nuevas. Definitivamente desinstalo esta y paso a otra aplicación. Oriol Miro Es complicado cambiar de edición. Pero la apariencia es buena. Sergio Carretero Peña Notificaciones Estaba bien hasta que la han cambiado y aparecen notificaciones que no se pueden desactivar. La desinstalo ahora mismo. Carlos Gento Serrano La mejor app de información Buena en diseño, contenidos y sin publicidad. Antonio Cañones Cintas Ahora sí. Una aplicación al nivel de los contenidos. Enhorabuena. ADOLFINA una buena alternativa ! gran negocio rosa ! Opiniones de los usuarios Maite Herrera 26 de agosto de 2014 Aplicación mediocre. Bien que hay publicaciones sobre política y prensa internacional y economía pero en cuanto a ciencia y tecnología pasan semanas sin que hayan noticias nuevas. Definitivamente desinstalo esta y paso a otra aplicación. Opinión completa Oriol Miro 31 de agosto de 2014 Es complicado cambiar de edición. Pero la apariencia es buena. Opinión completa Sergio Carretero Peña 24 de julio de 2014 Notificaciones Estaba bien hasta que la han cambiado y aparecen notificaciones que no se pueden desactivar. La desinstalo ahora mismo. Opinión completa Carlos Gento Serrano 28 de septiembre de 2014 La mejor app de información Buena en diseño, contenidos y sin publicidad. Opinión completa Antonio Cañones Cintas 26 de julio de 2014 Ahora sí. Una aplicación al nivel de los contenidos. Enhorabuena. Opinión completa ADOLFINA 23 de agosto de 2014 una buena alternativa ! gran negocio rosa ! Opinión completa Tatiana Carrion 7 de septiembre de 2014 Muy bueno Opinión completa Mirtha Rodriguez 30 de septiembre de 2014 Yes i see Opinión completa Angel Manchado 6 de agosto de 2014 Parcialidad manifiesta en las noticias Opinión completa Andres herraez martin 10 de abril de 2014 Decepciona Pobre en contenidos y sus artículos tienen una marcado perfil ideológico. Decepcionante. Lejos de la independencia y el rigor periodístico Opinión completa Francisco Lozano Ríos 22 de marzo de 2014 La recomiendo Una isla de sentido común en mitad de un mundo donde la prensa es la maquinaria propagandista del Estado. Por desgracia queda poca prensa como huffington post Opinión completa Álvaro Tejero 13 de marzo de 2014 Buen diseño La app de prensa en español mejor diseñada con diferencia. Lástima que consume una cantidad de datos exagerada. Opinión completa Guillermo Lalinde 7 de marzo de 2014 Mal No me deja acceder a la seccion de los blogs Toda vez que lo intento pone que se ha producido un error y que lo intente mas tarde Opinión completa Teo Sellés 7 de abril de 2014 Muy buena información Sin cortapisas y objetiva. Opinión completa juan Sin L 8 de abril de 2014 Me ha sorprendido Opinión completa Alberto Centenera Tabernero 27 de febrero de 2014 Muy buena Me encanta, una forma sencilla de conocer las noticias al momento y los comentarios de la gente a esas noticias. Opinión completa Jonathan Krause 28 de enero de 2014 Muy Recomendable La uso diariamente, sin problemas, la interfaz es sencilla, rápida y sin fallos. Opinión completa Martín Gómez H. 27 de enero de 2014 Muy buena Una gran variedad de temas en inglés. Opinión completa Loren Lopez 5 de febrero de 2014 Muy buena Me encanta se la recomiendo Opinión completa luis lopez 29 de enero de 2014 Intetesante Me gusta este periódico Opinión completa Novedades Echa un vistazo a las noticias publican tus amigos en Facebook - noticias sociales incluye informaciones y vídeos que comparten tus amigos desde varias redes sociales. Manténte informado en tiempo real con HuffPost Live. Navegación actualizada y mejora en el sistema de comentarios. Más información Información adicional Actualizado 1 de octubre de 2014 Tamaño Varía según el dispositivo Instalaciones 1.000.000 - 5.000.000 Versión actual Varía según el dispositivo Requiere Android Varía según el dispositivo Clasificación del contenido Nivel de madurez medio Permisos Ver detalles Informe Marcar como inadecuado Ofrecida por HuffingtonPost.com Desarrollador Visitar sitio web Correo electrónico: android@huffingtonpost.com Política de privacidad Similares BBC News BBC Worldwide (Ltd) 1 Gratis Get the latest world and regional news from the BBC’s global network of more than 2000 journalists. From breaking news, to business, entertainment, technology, the arts and sport, all divided into clear sections, this free app lets you watch video reports, listen to live radio and read the latest updates wherever you are. Key features:  • All the latest news as it happens  • Watch or listen to the latest news headlines  • Opt in for breaking news push notifications  • Download the latest stories when you have a signal and then read them offline at your leisure  • Share stories to a range of social networks, or email/SMS to a friend  • Personalise the home screen by adding, removing and re-ordering news categories to suit your preferences  • Listen live to BBC World Service radio  • Home screen widgets to keep you up to date  • Settings to allow the app to automatically update in the background  • Set text size to suit your preferences  • Ability to send stories, video, and photos directly to the BBC News team  • Full range of News categories: Top stories, US & Canada, Europe, Latin America, Asia, Middle East, Africa, UK, Technology, Business, Features & Analysis, Science & Environment, Entertainment & Arts, Health, Also In The News, Sport  • Ability to store the app on the SD card. Widgets will not be available if you choose to use this function. This is a feature of the Android system. *Currently unavailable for devices running 2.2 and below. We are working on a fix and this will be available soon. Version 2.4.4:  • Push notifications for big breaking news stories  • Landscape support for all devices  • Various bug fixes including an issue that occasionally caused duplicate push notifications. If you choose to receive push notifications, a unique identifier relating to your device will be stored by ProcessOne on behalf of the BBC to provide you with the service. No other personal data relating to you (such as a username or email address) is processed. The BBC will keep your information secure and not share it with anyone else in accordance with the BBC’s Privacy and Cookies Policy, available at http://www.bbc.co.uk/privacy/ You can choose to unsubscribe from push notifications in the app’s settings screen. Permissions:  • INTERNET: Used to get the latest news content from the BBC  • ACCESS_NETWORK_STATE: Used to determine whether you are on 3G or WiFi to deliver the best quality content  • WAKE_LOCK: Used if you enable background updates in settings  • GET_ACCOUNTS: Used to determine if your device is capable of receiving Push messages  • C2D_RECEIVE/C2D_MESSAGE: Used to receive Push messages if you opt in 1 Gratis CNN Breaking US & World News CNN 1 Gratis CNN connects you to the world -- wherever you are. The redesigned CNN App for Android has been rebuilt and redesigned for use on both your phone and tablet. Stay informed with the latest headlines and original stories from around the globe. Follow up-to-the-minute reporting with breaking news alerts and live video. Share stories and videos and comment on top stories. •Get breaking news alerts and follow stories as they develop. •Go beyond the surface with international, politics, opinion, tech and entertainment stories and more. •Watch video clips and coverage of live events as they unfold. View your favorite CNN shows live (as available, check with your cable, satellite or telecommunications provider). •Contribute a story or opinion to CNN iReport by uploading photos and video directly from your app. Follow other iReporters and see stories from their points of view. •Access your local weather information, including current and extended forecasts. •Browse photo galleries related to today’s news. •Sync your Samsung Galaxy Gear to your CNN app and receive breaking news and top stories on your wearable device (available on select Android phones). The CNN App may ask your permission to access certain functions on your device such as location, network connection, camera and social media accounts. Doing so can enhance some features of your app such as weather forecasts, iReport submissions and ability to share stories with your social networks. The CNN App may also ask your permission for “phone calls” to allow you to call CNN regarding story ideas or general feedback. CNN respects your privacy and would never misuse your personal information. Have questions or feedback on the CNN App? E-mail us at Android@cnn.com. We are always looking for suggestions on how to provide the best experience possible for you. 1 Gratis USA TODAY USA TODAY 1 Gratis The nation’s news from USA TODAY is accessible 24/7 on your Android phone or tablet. Staying informed has never been this quick, easy or enjoyable. Headlines - Browse the latest headlines in our News, Sports, Life, Money, Tech, Travel and Opinion sections. Stories are updated 24/7 and can be shared via e-mail, Twitter, Facebook or any sharing app you download on your device. Scores - Check out the latest sports scores for the NFL, MLB, NBA, NHL, MLS, college football and college basketball. Weather - Get current conditions, forecasts, and radar maps, and save them for up to ten locations. Photos - Enjoy beautiful photo galleries, including the Day in Pictures, Day in Sports, and Day in Celebrities—you can flip through the day's best photos or play them back as a slideshow and share your favorites with friends. We’ve also added the Editorial Cartoon gallery to the Opinion section. Snapshots - Check out our signature Snapshots in News, Money, Sports, and Life, and vote to see Quick Question results in each one. Offline Reading - Save and read USA TODAY content offline, even when you don't have a connection. *NEW for Android 2.3+ Users: Customized Alerts - Get Breaking News alerts and alerts from USA TODAY sections including News, Sports, Life, Money, or Tech. Choose up to six categories and know more about everything as it happens. *NEW for Android 2.3+ Users: Quiet Time - Set times when an alert won’t initiate a light, sound, or vibration on your device. 1 Gratis Noticias y tiempo de Google Google Inc. 1 Gratis Una vista completa y personalizada de titulares y del tiempo y noticias locales. • Cobertura de 65.000 publicaciones • Accede a las diferentes categorías con solo deslizar el dedo (por ejemplo, Noticias destacadas, Tecnología, Deportes y Tiempo • Personaliza el diseño con una de las 60 ediciones específicas para cada país, widgets para la pantalla de inicio y secciones de noticias personalizadas, como Hollywood, NASA, Moda o todo aquello que puedas imaginar • Toca una noticia para ver una amplia selección de puntos de vista, como artículos en profundidad, de opinión y perspectivas locales 1 Gratis NYTimes - Breaking News The New York Times Company 1 Gratis Introducing The New York Times Android app. Experience The New York Times’s award-winning journalism. Get the latest news, elegantly presented with enhanced imagery, multimedia and streamlined navigation. Stay informed on world news, national news, business, the arts, technology, style, sports, food, travel, opinions and more. The New York Times app also includes our International Edition with breaking news, world news, current events and cultural content from our 50 newspaper bureaus around the globe. Named Editors’ Choice as one of the top apps on Google Play, The New York Times app connects you to your favorite newspaper anywhere you are, anytime you want to read it. We’re breaking news, world news and national news in your pocket. Download the NYTimes Android app for FREE today, and subscribe to receive your first 14 days at no cost. All users can access up to 10 free articles per month, from any section. App Features: • Watch exclusive videos and browse our award-winning photography • Breaking news alerts — be the first to know about current events as soon as they occur • Get the latest news in less time with automatic background refresh • Save NYT articles to revisit later on any device (web, phone, tablet) • Customize your news experience with home screen widgets • Share The Times’s articles, photos and videos through Facebook, Twitter, email and SMS • Sit back and have the latest NYT news read to you aloud with text to speech • Read more comfortably in low-light with “night mode" • Miss recent world news or national news? Quickly search by topic, name or interest • Join the conversations — view and write comments on articles, or use speech-to-text to “speak in” comments • Get a daily photo preview of the day’s top stories in the Android notification area • Have a Samsung Style Pen (S Pen)? Annotate articles and save your notes for future reference For unlimited access to our award-winning journalism, subscribe now and get your first 14 days free via Google Play.* Subscriptions are $14.99/month (Smartphone + Web), $19.99/month (Tablet + Web) and $34.99/month (All Digital Access includes tablet and smartphone apps). All subscriptions are auto-renewable. Feedback? Suggestions? Issues? Please contact our support team at android@nytimes.com. We’ll do our best to assist you. Your feedback is important to us. *Promotional offers for new subscribers only. Smartphone and tablet apps are not supported on all devices. Prices shown are in U.S. dollars, and local pricing is available in over 55 countries. Other restrictions apply. 1 Gratis Reseña de Prensa Pinenuts Android Developers 1 Gratis Con Reseña de Prensa puede navegar por todos los principales periódicos españoles con una sola aplicación práctica, inmediata, ligera y rápida. Muy útil para obtener una visión general sobre las últimas noticias y comparar entre las distintas revistas. También puede personalizar Reseña de Prensa mediante la desactivación de los periódicos no deseados. Revistas: * El País * El Mundo * ABC * La Vanguardia * El Periódico * La Razón * El Correo * Pùblico * Univision * 324 * Ara.cat * RTVE * Marca * El Confidencial * BBC Mundo * Expansión * CNN Español * AS * Sport.Es * Mundo Deportivo * 20 Minutos * infoLibre * el Diario (eldiario.es) * La Voz de Galicia * Noticieiro Galego * El Diario Vasco * La Nueva España * Qué! * Diario de Navarra * Heraldo de Aragón * Levante-EMV * Faro de Vigo * INFORMACION - Portada Alicante * Diario Sur * Última Hora de Mallorca * Diario de Avisos * El Plural * El Economista * Invertia * Libertad Digital * EP (EuropaPress) * CincoDias La aplicación es en la actualidad una versión beta. Si tienes sugerencias, solicitudes de mejoras o la inclusión de otros periódicos, por favor, no añadir comentarios negativos, pero enviar un correo electrónico a pinenutsdev@gmail.com para que podamos intervenir. Algunos usuarios han informado que es posible interferencia entre las aplicaciones que bloquean la publicidad (banners). Características: * Muy rápido y ligero aplicación lector de noticias * Interfaz de usuario es inmediata y fácil de usar * Optimizado para el uso del ancho de banda de baja y alta velocidad de descarga * Hacer posible la comparación de un artículo entre los diferentes periódicos * Elija sólo los periódicos que quieras y cambiar su orden * En portada de los periódicos más importantes de su país con todas las noticias y las historias sobre la política crímenes chismes deportivos gubernamentales impuestos crisis economía finanzas corrientes * Muchos países apoyaron: Estados Unidos, Reino Unido, India, Alemania, Francia, Italia, Países Bajos, España, México, Argentina, China, Taiwán * Comparta las noticias con amigos a través de correo electrónico, las redes sociales, Facebook, Twitter, Whatsapp o cualquier otra aplicación que haya instalado. * Lo mejor para el lector al día La aplicación no está afiliada a ningun diario tampoco tiene alguna relación con los periódicos mencionados. Además, debido a que sólo sirve como vehículo para mostrar la información ya publicada en Internet, no se hace responsable de ninguna manera de las noticias. 1 Gratis Fox News FOX News Network, LLC 1 Gratis Follow dynamic, real-time reporting from Fox News in the enhanced app for Android, rebuilt from the ground up. Get comprehensive coverage of the day’s hottest stories with Fox News alerts, Fair and Balanced headlines, live streaming video through Fox News Go, vibrant photo galleries, and the latest video clips from your favorite shows on demand! Video - With Fox News Go, 24/7 live Fox News Channel and Fox Business Network anytime, anywhere* - View streaming coverage of live events and exclusive programming available only online Multitasking - Browse the latest headlines while watching Fox News live coverage and clips on demand - Adjust the player size to you preference – go full screen by flipping your phone into landscape or shrink it down to audio only. Watch it your way Breaking News & Alerts - Subscribe to Fox News Alerts to follow breaking news as it happens - Keep an eye on the Breaking News Hub to stay up to date on a story as it unfolds Enhanced News Format - Articles now offer related content – view videos, slideshows, and lists for the news that matters to you Shows - View the latest videos from the #1 cable news shows and anchors on Fox News Channel - Connect with your favorite shows and news personalities on Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, and more directly from the app Please Note: - The Fox News 2.0 app is available for 4.0 and up - Saved articles and weather preferences will not transfer to version 2.0 - Users will need to re-enter credentials for their cable, satellite, and telco providers to watch Fox News Channel and Fox Business Network live - Fox News Radio has been removed from the app, download the Fox News Radio app on the Google Play to listen live * An authorized pay TV subscription is required in order to watch live FOX News Channel and FOX Business Network. 1 Gratis NewsHunt : India News | eBooks Ver sé Innovation 1 Gratis ★ Top 10 Consumer Mobile Apps in India - Nielsen Consumer Rankings ★ ★ Must Have App - Live Mint ★ ★ World Class app from Indian App Developer - Next Big What ★ ★ Winner GSMA Mobile Award for Best Mobile Publishing Product ★ ★ Winner mBillionth Award for News & Journalism ★ Join over 50 million people in India who love and use NewsHunt to read News, eBooks and Magazines in 12 languages. NewsHunt brings together largest collection of regional language news & ebooks from the world. NEWS FEATURES • Read News from National & Regional Newspapers, Websites & other News sources • Support for 11 Indian languages, even if your phone doesn't support the language & font. Latest news available in Hindi, Malayalam, Tamil, Telugu, Kannada, Bengali, Marathi, Gujarati, Punjabi, Oriya & Urdu • Get Local News from over 600 Indian districts & towns, plus Cricket scores, weather, horoscopes, stock updates & classifieds • Opt in to get Alerts & Notifications of Breaking News even when you’re not using the app • Set text size and background color to suit your preference • Home screen widget that shows latest news stories from recently read Newspapers. • Share News over SMS, Whatsapp, Email, Facebook or any other app you have installed • Features hundreds of fully licensed partners including The Indian Express, Rajasthan Patrika, Prabhat Khabar, Mathrubhumi, lokmat, Malayala Manorama, Dinakaran, Dinamalar, Eenadu, Sakshi, Ananda Bazaar Patrika, Deccan Herald, Sakaal, Divya Bhaskar, Jagbani, India Today, BBC (Hindi), Siasat & more BOOK STORE/READER FEATURES • Browse, download and read the largest collection of regional language eBooks. Read authors including Surendra Mohan Pathak, Chetan Bhagat, Rajesh Kumar, Sudha Murthy, Kannadhasan, and Deepak Chopra as well as international best selling authors. • Choose from thousands of free ebooks such as The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes to Alice in Wonderland • Easily shop for ebooks, including new releases in every category including New York Times® best sellers. • Read mobile optimized magazines & magazine singles(single articles) from leading magazines like Saras Salil, Caravan, Stardust, Champak, Savvy, Grihshobha & Manohar Kahaniyan. • Pay using your mobile phone in addition to your credit/debit cards - Buy eBook using your mobile operator. Available for Indian customers only. • Customize Your Reading—Choose your preferred font size, and background color to read your books. REACH US To report any issues with usage or just to share feedback and tell us how we can improve, write to support@newshunt.com Google+: https://plus.google.com/+newshunt Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/newshunt Twitter: https://twitter.com/newshuntapp 1 Gratis News Republic – Sus noticias News Republic 1 Gratis NEWS REPUBLIC – La aplicación de noticias definitiva con un diseño elegante, inigualable cobertura de noticias y una interfaz sencilla y atractiva, optimizada para todos! - Confiable: Reciba las noticias sólo de las principales agencias de noticias y periodistas locales e internacionales - Visual: Reciba en un formato muy visual todas las últimas noticias de sus temas favoritos. - Inteligente: News Republic se entera de lo que le gusta y personaliza su experiencia de noticias de forma automática. - Completa: Disfrute de artículos completos con fotos y videos desde fuentes de confianza. - Personal: Elija sólo los temas que son de interés para usted, y personalice su pantalla de inicio. - A fondo: Explora otros temas relacionados a través del Tag Nav™, nuestro innovador sistema de navegación de noticias. - Personalizable: Añadir canales RSS de sus sitios web favoritos. Con completa licencia de cientos de socios que incluyen EFE, ABC, 20 Minutos, El Periódico, Sport.es y muchos muchos más. Obtenga una cobertura completa de noticias de: España, Mundo, Política, Fútbol y muchos más temas. _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ "Un lector de noticias a la carta" – Xataka "Las mejores noticias desde su teléfono inteligente en cualquier momento " – Gizmodo "News Republic, Un lector de noticias a tu medida" – AndroidPIT News Republic está disponible en 8 ediciones regionales – España, Latinoamérica, Reino Unido, Alemania, Italia, Francia, Estados Unidos e Internacional _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ PERSONALIZAR> EXPLORAR> SER AVISADO> COMPARTIR> REACCIONAR> AMPLIAR Infórmese - ¡Descargue News Republic ahora! Twitter - @newsrepublic Facebook - facebook.com/pages/News.Republic Video - vimeo.com/channels/newsrepublic 1 Gratis The Times of India News Times Internet Limited 1 Gratis What some of our users are saying: ★★★★★ TOI has Soared The new version is pretty clean and attractive. Very responsive and very few lags. New options are very much appreciated. In all a very good update. - Ady Sharma (Nexus 5) ★★★★★ Love the notification feature No need to open the app every important news comes as a notification. - neeraj jadwani (Moto E) ★★★★★ Live TV and Audio is too good! TOI app has been improving with every update. The most recent addition of Times Now TV and Audio is just fabulous. Absolutely best news app in India. - Ninad Oak (Galaxy S3) ★★★★★ TOI is the best English news app The UI is excellent and also news can be read even when not online and saves lot of data not reloading when not required. - Joydeep Kumbhakar (Galaxy S Duos2) The Times of India, India’s largest media house, brings you the best news experience on the go. Download the TOI app on your Android device and stay updated on news from across the world, anywhere, anytime. The TOI app offers everything that an avid news reader is looking for – breaking news, latest headlines, trending news stories and in-depth coverage of sports, entertainment, business and technology including the Mangalyaan mission and Asian Games 2014. From India news to world news, political news to cricket news, technology news to Bollywood news and movie reviews of Bollywood, Hollywood and regional films – get the most relevant coverage of celebrity news. Also available is the vivid photogallery of famous Bollywood celebrities, industrialist, politicians, sports person and events / parties that are the talk of town. Also catch the live coverage of all the breaking news on Times Now Live TV & Times Now Live Audio. 1 Gratis NBC News NBC News Digital LLC 1 Gratis NBC News delivers the stories you care about, right now. Get up-to-the-minute breaking news, exclusive interviews, and in-depth reporting from our journalists around the world. The completely redesigned NBC News app can be used on both your phone and tablet. Here are a few highlights: • Faster and more visual than ever before • Stories download automatically so you can keep reading when you’re offline • Even more videos, slideshows and articles now available • Unique split screen plays video while you read stories Our live, continuous coverage gives you all the news you want, and now it’s easier than ever to share the stories that matter most to you. 1 Gratis Flipboard: tu revista social Flipboard 1 Gratis Flipboard es tu revista personal. La mejor manera de estar al día de las noticias que te interesan, desde el fútbol, la actualidad política, además de cine, tecnología, estilo y mucho más. Lee los artículos y navega por fotos y vídeos que comparten tus amigos a lo largo del mundo. Para comenzar, añade algunos temas de interés, y toca en cualquiera de los recuadros para comenzar a flipear en tu revista personal. Puedes añadir blogs y publicaciones como El País, CNN en Español, Marca, Vogue, y muchas más, al usar la barra de búsqueda o pulsar en el lazo rojo para abrir la Guía de Contenidos. Ademas, conecta tus redes sociales - Twitter, Facebook, Instagram Tumblr y Google+ - para ver lo que publican tus amigos y compartir fácilmente artículos con ellos. Guarda lo que te interesa en Flipboard. Pulsa el botón "+" para recopilar artículos en tus propias revistas sobre cualquier tema, desde Recetas, Viajes o Tecnología. Ve a la Guía de Contenidos y selecciona la categoría "De Nuestros Lectores" para explorar revistas que otros lectores han creado. Descarga Flipboard y comienza hoy mismo ––– ¡Es gratis! Lo más destacado:   ★ Todas tus noticias, intereses y actualizaciones sociales en una revista personalizada.   ★ Guarda historias que te gustan en tu propia revista. Utiliza el botón "+" en cualquier tema, selecciona "crear una revista y reunir historias, imágenes o vídeos favoritos.   ★ Buscar cualquier cosa, personas, temas, hashtags, blogs, tus páginas web favoritas y flipea los resultados en un hermoso formato de revista.   ★ Conectar Flipboard a un máximo de 12 redes sociales, organiza tu lectura y actividades como comentarios, me gusta y el compartir. Los servicios incluyen Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, Google, YouTube, LinkedIn, SoundCloud. ★ Lee historias de portada para una comprobación rápida sobre lo que está sucediendo ahora. Las historias de portada se crean sólo para ti y están llenas de artículos populares de todo lo que has añadido a tu Flipboard. ★ Disfruta de Flipboard en 18 ediciones localizadas— para Australia, Brasil, Canadá, China, Francia, Alemania, Hong Kong, India, Italia, Japón, Corea, América Latina, Países Bajos, Rusia, España, Taiwán, EE.UU. y Reino Unido   ★ Explora cientos de selecciones del personal en la Guía de contenido (pulsa la cinta roja en la parte superior), incluyendo revistas que debes leer y blogs, fotografía magnífica y secciones comisariadas especiales dedicadas a las noticias del día y otros intereses.   ★ Utiliza el widget de Flipboard para un acceso rápido en tu dispositivo Android.    ★ Agrega contenido a tus revistas Flipboard por medio del bookmarklet en share.flipboard.com MANTENTE INFORMADO SOBRE FLIPBOARD: Para consejos e información útil, visita nuestro sitio web http://www.flipboard.com y síguenos a través de Twitter en nuestra cuenta @flipboard , en Facebook, en http://www.facebook.com/flipboard o Google+ en https://plus.google.com /+Flipboard . Para saber más acerca de cómo usar Flipboard, visita nuestra Página de soporte : http://flipboard.com/support Estamos para ayudarte, así que si tienes alguna duda o problema técnico o simpemente, quieres preguntarnos algo, por favor, envíanos un correo electrónico a: support@flipboard.com. 1 Gratis Yahoo News Digest Yahoo 1 Gratis Get in the know in no time. Yahoo News Digest provides a definitive summary of all the important, need-to-know news. Digests are delivered twice a day - once in the morning and once in the evening. All the top stories are summarized and presented with the key information that you need to stay on top of what’s happening. Each story is created from multiple sources to present the essential bits and pieces of information, known as “atoms”. Atoms are key quotes, images, videos, maps, infographs, and Wikipedia excerpts among others. These atomic units provide a unique context to the news. Our stories are both algorithmically and hand curated to ensure high quality, and come with a textual summary. Yahoo News Digest makes your reading experience comprehensive, effortless, and complete. Our goal is to inform you of all the key headlines you need to know and allow you to share the news with others. Yahoo News Digest is available in English today but look out for translated versions soon. We are committed to building the best mobile experience and are interested in your feedback. Let us know your thoughts here: https://yahoo.uservoice.com/forums/235999 1 Gratis feedly Feedly Team 1 Gratis Something magical happens when the right person gets connected to the right content. That knowledge or inspiration feeds you, transforms you into a better teacher, designer, entrepreneur... This inspired us to create feedly. We designed a modern reader that empowers professionals, students and enthusiasts to feed their passions; the work they really care about, whether that's in the office, at school, at home or anywhere else. Millions of people use feedly every day to curate the best of the web and tune into what matters to them. It starts with you organizing your favorite sources into reading collections. We all have different appetite when it comes to feeding our minds. Feedly empowers you to express what makes you unique. Feedly takes all the content from your favorite websites and transforms it into a simple and fast reading experience. A single place for everything you care about. Feedly is available on your phone, your tablet and on the web at feedly.com An important part of reading is picking the ideas you want to save for later, remix and share. Feedly offers seamless integration with Evernote, Twitter, Facebook, LinkedIn, Google+, Buffer, IFTTT, Pocket and Instapaper to help streamline your workflows. Feedly captures the full power of the web by letting you subscribe to any RSS feed, Youtube channel or blog. Feedly delivers in one place all the knowledge and inspiration you need to keep ahead. Happy reading! [we are hello@feedly.com if you need support or want to report a bug] 1 Gratis BBC News Media Applications Technologies for the BBC 1 Gratis Get the latest, breaking news from our trusted global network of journalists. See the top stories from the UK and around the world, and personalise your experience by choosing to see the latest news on topics such as technology, sport, entertainment, health and business. You can also watch the BBC News channel for up-to-the-minute live reports, and see video clips on most of the top stories. Key Features:  • All the latest news as it happens  • Opt in for breaking news push notifications  • In-story video over 3G and WiFi  • Download the latest stories when you have a signal and then read them offline at your leisure  • Share stories to a range of social networks, or email/SMS to a friend  • Personalise the home screen by adding, removing and re-ordering news categories to suit your preferences  • Live streaming of the BBC News channel for Android 4.0+ devices  • Home screen widgets  • Settings to allow the app to automatically update in the background  • Font controls to increase or decrease the story text size to suit you  • Ability to send stories, video, and photos directly to the BBC News team  • Full range of News categories: Top Stories, World, UK, Sport, Technology, Entertainment & Arts, England, Northern Ireland, Scotland, Wales, Business, Politics, Health, Education, Science & Environment, Features & analysis, Also In The News  • Ability to store the app on the SD card. Widgets will not be available if you choose to use this function. This is a feature of the Android system If you choose to receive push notifications, a unique identifier relating to your device will be stored by ProcessOne on behalf of the BBC to provide you with the service. No other personal data relating to you (such as a username or email address) is processed. The BBC will keep your information secure and not share it with anyone else in accordance with the BBC’s Privacy and Cookies Policy, available at http://www.bbc.co.uk/privacy/ You can choose to unsubscribe from push notifications in the app’s settings screen. Permissions:  • INTERNET: Used to get the latest news content from the BBC  • ACCESS_NETWORK_STATE: Used to determine whether you are on 3G or Wifi to deliver the best quality content  • WAKE_LOCK: Used if you enable background updates in settings  • GET_ACCOUNTS: Used to determine if your device is capable of receiving Push messages  • C2D_RECEIVE/C2D_MESSAGE: Used to receive Push messages if you opt in 1 Gratis News360: Personalized News News360 1 Gratis News360 learns what you like (and don’t like) and finds news articles and blog posts from across the Internet that are the most relevant to you, personally. ✔ The New York Times: "News360 has to be one of the better news-aggregating [apps] I’ve seen on any platform" News360 is an elegant and smart news reader that learns what kinds of stories you like and dislike as you read. You will never again miss something interesting because you haven’t subscribed to the right feed or followed the right person – instead, News360 will show you all the stories that really matter, and none of the noise. You can even connect your Facebook, Twitter and other accounts and News360 will use them to become even more personalized to your particular interests. The more you use it - the smarter it gets. To make sure that you don’t get a biased or inaccurate outlook, News360 provides coverage from all possible sources for every story, combining text, photography and video to give you a full, 360° view of the issues. ✔ "Apps We Like: News360" — The Wall Street Journal ✔ "News360 is the New Cadillac of Personalized News Readers" — PandoDaily Key highlights: ★ Quickly scan headlines, preview stories and dive deep into the content from over 50,000 sources. From top global and national news providers, to local and niche sites and blogs ★ Read your Home feed, where you’ll see top articles that focus on the topics you’re interested in – no jumping between sections or feeds ★ Use the News360 widget to keep up with great content on your home screen, and even on your lock screen with Android 4.2 ★ Help News360 learn by marking stories you like as you use it, and it will become better and better at giving you the stories you'll enjoy, but will always try to give you something new and unexpected as well ★ Customize the topics you’re interested in at any time! ★ Create a free News360 account to sync your settings and read saved articles offline on your phone, tablet and at news360.com ★ Read local news using your device’s GPS 1 Gratis Más contenido del desarrollador GPS for the Soul HuffingtonPost.com 1 Gratis GPS for the Soul is based on two truths: that we all have within us a centered place of harmony and balance, and that we all veer away from that place again and again. A guide is a collection of the things that help you course-correct -- from music and poetry to breathing exercises and pictures of your loved ones. GPS for the Soul lets you play one of the guides we have assembled for you, or create your own. The Internet and the rise of social media have given us amazing tools to connect, and to bring about change in the world. At the same time, our 24/7 connection to the digital world often disconnects us from the real world around us -- from our physical surroundings, from our loved ones, and especially from ourselves. We see the effects of this in every aspect of our lives. And the consequences can be really damaging, in terms of our health, our jobs, and our relationships. That's why HuffPost has created GPS for the Soul. We hope GPS for the Soul will be just the beginning of a journey to help you reconnect with your creativity, your intuition, your peace and your wisdom. 1 Gratis Huffington. HuffingtonPost.com 1 Gratis The Best of HuffPost. Weekly. Huffington weekly magazine represents the very best of The Huffington Post with exclusive content not on the site -- delivered to your phone/tablet each week in a lush, vivid, feature-driven magazine format. Incorporating infographics, photography, sophisticated narratives, commenting and other ways to engage with the Huffington community, the magazine embroiders your experience with humor, cutting-edge sensibility and, of course, attitude. If you enjoy The Huffington Post web site but don't have time during the week to absorb everything it offers -- especially engrossing feature work on politics, business, culture, entertainment and other topics -- then please download Huffington and spend your weekend getting caught up and getting ahead. KEY FEATURES • FREE weekly, curated and exclusive content from The Huffington Post • Share Huffington content via Twitter, Facebook and Email • Download Huffington Issues and read them offline • Navigate between Huffington articles via swipe or in the convenient Article Viewer • Find specific Huffington pages via the Issue Page Viewer • Browse Huffington Issues via the Bookshelf or Cover View 1 Gratis Ampliar ©2014 Google Condiciones de servicio del sitio Condiciones de venta de dispositivos Política de privacidad Desarrolladores Artistas Acerca de Google)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141007,www.huffingtonpost.com,http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/world-elections-2012/huffpost.world,World Elections In 2012: Pictures, Videos, Breaking News Using a mobile device? Go to m.huffingtonpost.com for huffpost mobile. Yemen iOS app Android app More Log in Create Account Notifications Profile Settings Logout Edition: U.S. BR Brasil CA Canada DE Deutschland ES España FR France IT Italia JP 日本 (Japan) KR 한국 (Korea) MG Maghreb UK United Kingdom US United States Follow FRONT PAGE Politics Colorado Governor: Legalizing Marijuana Was 'Reckless'500 Court Rejects Appeal On South Carolina Redistricting483 Reporter Asked Mark Pryor Whether Obama Is Doing Enough On Ebola. It Wasn't Pretty. 60 Percent Of Americans Soon Will Live In States With Marriage Equality536 Supreme Court Rejects Gay Marriage Appeals From 5 States937 Go to Politics More in Politics Pollster Politics Blog Off The Bus Election Maps Pollster You might also like WorldPost Green Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Business Walmart And Whole Foods Are Slowly Killing Traditional Supermarkets124 Walmart Makes Big Change In Wake Of Obamacare670 The North And South Are Seriously Divided When It Comes To Fast Food22 Chase Bank Refuses To Admit How Many People Were Actually Hacked29 Here's The Letter Calling On Mark Zuckerberg To Help 'Servant'-Like Bus Drivers27 Go to Business More in Business Small Biz Money You might also like WorldPost Tech Media Arts Sports Weird News Smarter Ideas Urban Progress Media New York Times Editorial Board Backs Marijuana Initiatives56 This Is Why Live TV Weather Reports Are Still The Best Iran Frees Journalist On Bail Go to Media More in Media Eat The Press Calderone: The Backstory You might also like Entertainment TV Comedy Arts Books Religion Moviefone Green Reality Star Reveals The Stunning Pollution TV Cameras Didn't Show17 Bear Cub Found Dead In Central Park16 LOOK: This Crab Stood Up To A Very Large Alligator -- And Won World Falling Behind On Plan To Protect Natural World, UN Says Hey, America: It's Time To Talk About The Price Of Water33 Go to Green More in Green Energy Climate Change Animals Green Tech Green Holiday You might also like Politics Food WorldPost Science Healthy Living Tech Facebook Possibly Planning A Secret New Use For Messenger, Leaked Screenshots Reveal11 You're Using Your Sunglasses All Wrong Why People Have Stopped Downloading iOS 8 Twitter Sues For Right To Disclose Details Of Government Surveillance Requests Hewlett-Packard Plans To Break Into Two Companies77 Go to Tech More in Tech TEDWeekends Social Media You might also like Small Biz Green Science NY SF Smarter Ideas TechCrunch Engadget Arts The Glamorous History Of Pin-Up Like You've Never Seen It Before Here Are A Bunch Of F*cking Delightful Artsy Cat Photos. You're Welcome. This Is What It Really Looks Like To Be A Modern Day Nun New Animation-Inspired Art Show Will Make You Yearn For Saturday Morning Cartoons Go to Arts More in Arts Painting Film Design Photography Theater Architecture You might also like Books NY Los Angeles Travel 50 Fictional Places You Can Visit In Real Life Go to Travel More in Travel Travel Video Destinations Themed Guides TSA Airlines You might also like Food Arts World GPS for the Soul Recipes Women 60 Little Tips That Can Change A College Girl's Life Gillian Anderson Says Sexism Is 'Easy To Miss' And 'Easy To Get Used To'26 The History Of The Bra [INFOGRAPHIC] Go to Women More in Women Love & Sex Career & Money Women's Health You might also like Style Weddings Divorce Parents Healthy Living Black Voices Latino Voices Religion Here's Why These Muslims Are Refusing To Criticize ISIS816 Mother Upset Over School Assignment About Islam1.1k Beardless Jesus Discovered On Early Christian Artifact David Archuleta Released His First Single In Years . . . And You'll Never Guess What He's Singing About43 What Happened When Tony Campolo's Son 'Came Out' As Humanist58 Go to Religion More in Religion Buddhism Christianity Hinduism Islam Judaism You might also like Arts World Healthy Living Impact GPS for the Soul HUFFPOST LIVE Next Ferguson & The Threat Of State Violence Next SCOTUS To Rule On Prisoner's Beard Tomorrow 'Felony' Star Jai Courtney LIVE Tomorrow Author & Therapist Linda Carroll LIVE Tomorrow Macy Gray LIVE Go to HuffPost Live ALL SECTIONS News Politics WorldPost Business Small Business Money Media Sports Education Crime Weird News Good News Entertainment Entertainment Celebrity Comedy Arts & Culture Books TV Life & Style Healthy Living GPS for the Soul Style Home Taste Weddings Travel Parents Divorce Huff/Post 50 Marlo Thomas OWN Dr. Phil Tech & Science Tech Science Green Code Voices Women Black Voices Latino Voices Voces (en español) Gay Voices Religion College Teen Impact Local Chicago DC Denver Detroit Hawaii Los Angeles Miami New York San Francisco Our Mobile Apps iOS App HuffPost Live iOS Android App WorldPost Berggruen Institute on Governance ChinaFile FROM AP: UN: At least 1 peacekeeper killed in Mali attack   8 minutes ago FROM AP: Turkey: Syrian town poised to fall to militants   28 minutes ago FROM AP: Chile's top court halts Goldcorp's El Morro mine   28 minutes ago FROM AP: Mexico federal police take over city after attacks   30 minutes ago FROM AP: Embattled Kurds key in fight against Islamic State   1 hour 40 minutes ago Subscribe ELECTION EXTRAVAGANZA: 2012 Will Tell All (MAP) Brazil Favelas Find New Home On Maps A Look At New South Korean President's Policies Who Is South Korea's First Female President? Former Dictator's Daughter Elected South Korean President ELECTION EXTRAVAGANZA: 2012 Will Tell All (MAP) Brazil Favelas Find New Home On Maps A Look At New South Korean President's Policies Who Is South Korea's First Female President? Former Dictator's Daughter Elected South Korean President featured blog posts What to Expect From Mexico's New Legislature Rodrigo Aguilera Editor/Economist (Latin America), Economist Intelligence Unit     Why Islamists Lost in Libya and Why Nobody Should Be Surprised Matthew VanDyke American freedom fighter in the Libyan Civil War, Middle East Analyst, Director of the award-winning Syria documentary film "Not Anymore: A Story of Revolution" Libya's Big Step Forward... Then What? Amb. Marc Ginsberg Fmr. U.S. Ambassador to Morocco; White House Middle East Adviser Mexican Presidential Candidate Josefina Vázquez Mota: "I'll Help Mexicans Stay in Mexico" Elisabeth Braw Senior Reporter, Metro International Egypt, Year Zero Bernard-Henri Lévy Bernard-Henri Levy is a French philosopher and writer.   Abstention, a Trap for Idiots? Why the Front National Has No Place in Parliament. Sollers and Picasso. Bernard-Henri Lévy Bernard-Henri Levy is a French philosopher and writer. How Will the French and Greek Elections Change the Direction of Europe? Gemma Godfrey Head of Investment Strategy, Television Broadcaster, Board Member, Quantum Physicist France Veers Right Eric Margolis Veteran Journalist, Author Greece Election Results 2012: Crisis, Confusion, Protest Elena Panaritis Founder, Panel Group; Author, 'Prosperity Unbound' Vive La France "Hollandaise"? Amb. Marc Ginsberg Fmr. U.S. Ambassador to Morocco; White House Middle East Adviser Presidential Elections à la Française Joel Dreyfuss Joel Dreyfuss lives in Paris Elections in Gloom Yavuz Baydar Columnist, 'Today's Zaman'. Contributing Writer, Al-Monitor Greek Elections, a Trap! Elena Panaritis Founder, Panel Group; Author, 'Prosperity Unbound' Greece: A Teenage Nation Maria Paravantes Journalist The Burning Bush of Nicolas Sarkozy Anne Sinclair Editorial Director, Le Huffington Post Address to the Republican Right, Confronted With the New Lepenist Offensive Bernard-Henri Lévy Bernard-Henri Levy is a French philosopher and writer. How To Rig A Russian Election Quick Read | Comments (45) | 10.15.2012 Putin Loyalists Likely To Stay In Power Quick Read | Comments | 12.14.2012 Polls: Bibi Will Hold On To Power Quick Read | Comments (53) | 10.11.2012 Chavez And Cuba, BFFs Quick Read | Comments (109) | 10.08.2012 Chavez's Victory Tightest Race Yet Quick Read | Comments (1,600) | 12.08.2012 Everything You Need To Know About Venezuela's Election on Sunday Quick Read | Comments (74) | 10.06.2012 Chavez Fights Young Challenger In Heated Election Quick Read | Comments (423) | 12.04.2012 Georgian President Concedes Defeat Quick Read | Comments (24) | 12.02.2012 Hugo Chavez: I'd Vote For Obama Quick Read | Comments (4,300) | 11.30.2012 Europe's Last Dictator Quick Read | Comments (177) | 11.24.2012 Has Chavez Squandered Venezuela's Future? Quick Read | Comments (292) | 09.23.2012 Iran Sets The Date Quick Read | Comments (19) | 11.07.2012 'Don't Let Your Vote Go Up In Smoke!' Quick Read | Comments (36) | 09.04.2012 It's Good To Be The King Quick Read | Comments (501) | 08.23.2012 About World Elections In 2012 Dozens of countries will hold presidential elections in 2012. Follow the key players, developments, and results with stories from ballot boxes around the world. Thumbprint Readers Stir Fears In Venezuelan Election Quick Read | Comments (92) | 10.05.2012 Thousands Of Mexicans March In Protest Of Election Results Quick Read | Comments (71) | 09.21.2012 Islamists Won't Rule Libya, Says Outgoing Leader Quick Read | Comments (48) | 07.11.2012 Old Ruling Party Falls Short Of Majority In Mexico Quick Read | Comments (16) | 09.09.2012 Runner-Up Likely To Challenge Mexico Election Results In Court Quick Read | Comments (266) | 09.08.2012 Libya On Edge Before First Post-Gaddafi Election Quick Read | Comments | 09.05.2012 Official Vote Count Confirms Pena Nieto Victory Quick Read | Comments (23) | 09.05.2012 Partial Recount Called For Mexico's Election Quick Read | Comments (197) | 07.05.2012 A Brief History Of Mexican Politics Quick Read | Comments | 07.02.2012 10 Facts About Enrique Peña Nieto Quick Read | Comments (115) | 07.02.2012 Mexico's Leftist Runner-Up Won't Concede Defeat Quick Read | Comments (48) | 07.02.2012 Pages:   1 2 3 4 HUFFPOST'S BIG NEWS PAGES Ebola Worry Grows, But Most Are Confident U.S. Can Avoid A Large Outbreak ebola White House Delays Enforcement Of Minimum Wage, Overtime For Home Care Workers minimum wage Meet Jyoti Amge, The 'World's Smallest Woman' From 'AHS: Freak Show' American Horror Story Woman Hid Heroin, Oxycodone Under Butt Prosthesis, Cops Say Crime News Mariah Carey Hints That Nick Cannon Cheated By Changing Song Lyric Video Transgender Actress Erika Ervin On Her 'American Horror Story: Freak Show' Role Transgender High School QB Plays For Rival Team In Place Of Injured Athlete, Embodies True Sportsmanship Football Tulsi Gabbard Missed Veterans Hearing To Surf Waikiki Department of Veterans Affairs James Frey Explains How To Win $500,000 By Reading His Book 'Endgame: The Calling' HuffPost Live How This White Mother Plans To Help Her Black Children Deal With Racism Adoption Federal Court Rejects Virginia Black-Majority District AP Early Voting In Vermont's Largest City Halted When Ballot Omits 5 Candidates Vermont more big news pages » Advertise | Make HuffPost your Home Page | RSS | Careers | FAQ User Agreement | Privacy | Comment Policy | About Us | About Our Ads | Contact Us Copyright © 2014 TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. | "The Huffington Post" is a registered trademark of TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. All rights reserved. Part of HPMG News)
(20141007,www.huffingtonpost.com,http://www.huffingtonpost.com/business/ads/zone,Something's Gone Terribly Wrong Oh, Noes! A 404! Tweet Feel free to continue to the Huffington Post » or)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/blogs/research.aspx?id=30379&blogid=7524,BCTF Blogs > Research  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources Home > Social Media > Research Blog Search this blog: BCTF Information Services—Research & Reports Provides summaries and links to new reports and studies in the fields of education, labour, and social sciences. Recent Additions to the Info Services Research Files(5) Permanent link   All Posts Aboriginal Education  Riley, T., & Ungerleider, C. (2012). Self-fulfilling prophecy: How teachers' attributions, expectations, and stereotypes influence the learning opportunities afforded Aboriginal students. Canadian Journal of Education, 35(2): 285-302. Academic Achievement  People for Education. (2013). Mind the gap: Inequality in Ontario's schools. People for Education Annual Report on Ontario's Publicly Funded Schools 2013. Arts Education  Winner, E., Goldstein, T.R., & Vincent-Lancrin, S. (2013). Art for art's sake? The impact of arts education. Educational Research and Innovation, OECD Publishing. Charter Schools  CREDO. (2013). Charter school performance in Illinois. Stanford University Center for Research on Education Outcomes. Dropout/Graduation Rates  Messacar, D., & Oreopoulos, P. (2012). Staying in school: A proposal to raise high school graduation rates. Washington, D.C.: The Hamilton Project. Educational Technology - Impact on Teaching & Learning  Fletcher, G., Schaffhauser, D., & Levin, D. (2012). Out of print: Reimagining the K-12 textbook in a digital age. Washington, D.C.: State Educational Technology Directors Association (SETDA). Hamdan, N., McKnight, P., McKnight, K., & Arfstrom, K.M. (2013). A review of flipped learning. Flipped Learning Network. Johnson, L., et al. (2013). NMC Horizon Report: 2013 K-12 edition. Austin, TX: The New Media Consortium. First Nations  Macdonald, D., & Wilson, D. (2013). Poverty or prosperity: Indigenous children in Canada. Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives & Save the Children. Kindergarten  Calman, R.C., & Crawford, P.J. (2013). Starting early: Teaching, learning and assessment. Linking early-childhood development with academic outcomes - a detailed look. Toronto, ON: Education Quality and Accountability Office. Professional Development  OECD. (2013). Fostering learning communities among teachers. Teaching in Focus. School Safety/Security  U.S. Department of Education, Office of Elementary and Secondary Education, Office of Safe and Healthy Students. (2013). Guide for developing high-quality school emergency operations plans. Washington, D.C. Teacher Education  Darling-Hammond, L. (2013, June 19). Why the NCTQ teacher prep ratings are nonsense. Stanford Center for Opportunity Policy in Education (SCOPE). National Council on Teacher Quality. (2013). Teacher prep review: A review of the nation's teacher preparation programs.  Teacher Unions  Bailey, M. (2013, June 11). A teachers union embraces reform in New Haven, creating a model for others. Hechinger Report. Butrymowicz, S. (2013, June 9). Under siege - and in a bid to stay relevant - teacher unions evolve. Hechinger Report.  Unions  Lynk, M. (2009). Labour law and the new inequality. Rand Memorial Lecture. Sran, G., et al. (2013). Unions matter: How the ability of labour unions to reduce income inequality and influence public policy has been affected by regressive labour laws. Canadian Foundation for Labour Rights.   Last Edited by Info at 20/06/2013 4:35 PM Leave a comment Name * Email * Homepage Comment << September 2014 >> Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat   1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30         Blogroll On Education: Schools for a Civil Society B.C. Education Report (Tracy Sherlock, Vancouver Sun) The Hook/Education Teacher Solidarity UBC Educational Studies blog Where the Blog has No Name Archive April 2014 March 2014 January 2014 December 2013 November 2013 October 2013 September 2013 August 2013 June 2013 May 2013 April 2013 March 2013 December 2012 September 2012 August 2012 November 2011 September 2011 April 2011 March 2011 February 2011 January 2011 December 2010 November 2010 October 2010 September 2010 August 2010 July 2010 June 2010 May 2010 April 2010 March 2010 January 2010 December 2009 November 2009 October 2009 September 2009 Subjects Education Labour Social Sciences Recent Posts Recent Additions to the Information Services Research Files - April 2014 Recent Additions to the Information Services Research Files - March 2014 Recent Additions to the Information Services Research Files - February 2014 Recent Additions to the Information Services Research Files - January 2014 Recent Additions to the Information Services Research Files - December 2013 If you are experiencing technical difficulties, please contact the webmanager@bctf.ca. About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "October is #FosterFamilyMonth. Thank you #BC for opening your homes and hearts to more than 5,900 children and youth." @John_Yap - 11:14pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20140925,www.familiesfundingteachers.ca,http://www.familiesfundingteachers.ca/wp-includes/js/tinymce/plugins/wpgallery/?C=S;O=A,Index of /wp-includes/js/tinymce/plugins/wpgallery Index of /wp-includes/js/tinymce/plugins/wpgallery Name Last modified Size Description Parent Directory   -   plugin.min.js 29-Aug-2014 12:50 1.6K   plugin.js 29-Aug-2014 12:50 3.6K   Apache/2.2.16 (Debian) Server at www.familiesfundingteachers.ca Port 80)
(20141007,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/bcedplan/status/375657715429015552?screen_name=bcedplan&id=375657715429015552,BC's Education Plan on Twitter: "RT @cr4yr: Check our Storify recap of our recent #CR4YR Aug 2013 Prov Networking Session http://t.co/e3eL2Akvaj > and please share" Twitter Search query Search Twitter Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Language: English Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Have an account? Sign in New to Twitter? Join Today » Sign In Phone, email or username Password Sign in Remember me Forgot password? Already using Twitter via text message? Follow Following Unfollow Blocked Unblock Pending Cancel BC's Education Plan ‏ @bcedplan 5 Sep 2013 RT @cr4yr: Check our Storify recap of our recent #CR4YR Aug 2013 Prov Networking Session http://ow.ly/oB1Pn  > and please share Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Retweet 1 9:32 AM - 5 Sep 2013 Don’t miss any updates from BC's Education Plan © 2014 Twitter About Help Ads info Close Flag this media This has already been marked as containing sensitive content. Flag this as containing potentially illegal content. Submit Cancel Learn more about flagging media Dismiss Close Previous Next Close Go to a person's profile Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Close Retweet this to your followers? Cancel Retweet Close Are you sure you want to delete this Tweet? Cancel Delete Close Block Cancel Block Add a location to your Tweets When you tweet with a location, Twitter stores that location. You can switch location on/off before each Tweet and always have the option to delete your location history. Learn more Turn location on Not now Turn off location Close Profile summary Close Your lists Close Create a new list List name Description Under 100 characters, optional Privacy Public · Anyone can follow this list Private · Only you can access this list Save list Close Close Embed this Tweet Add this Tweet to your website by copying the code below. Learn more Hmm, there was a problem reaching the server. Try again? Include parent Tweet Include media Preview Close Sign up for Twitter Not on Twitter? Sign up, tune into the things you care about, and get updates as they happen. Have an account? Sign in » Close Two-way (sending and receiving) short codes: Country Code For customers of United States 40404 (any) Canada 21212 (any) United Kingdom 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM Haiti 40404 Digicel, Voila Ireland 51210 Vodafone, O2 India 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Indonesia 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » See SMS short codes for other countries Close Confirmation)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11510&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 19, Number 5, March 2007 Victim of the new Bill 33 When asked to facilitate a workshop at the Public Education Conference, this teacher declined with the following explanation: This semester I am a "victim" of the new Bill 33 and other ongoing management policies of the current provincial, board, and local administrations. I am a senior math and biology teacher with eight years of full-time university and bags of post-grad course work in my field (Biological Oceanography/ Forestry). This semester, I have been assigned to teach four courses—three maths and a science. I have three Grade 9 classes and a Grade 11 Applied Math (nearly half the class are repeaters). This batch of Grade 9s has caused massive ripples throughout the system as they have moved through grade school, middle school, and now have arrived in secondary school. The number of kids with severe learning disabilities is in the uppermost tail of the normal distribution; ditto the number of kids needing moderate to severe behaviour support. They left a wake of stress leaves and exhaustion at their last school. We are trying to cope. My Science 9 class has 30 kids; five or six are designated special needs and no teacher aide. These special needs range from Tourette’s + OCD + ADHD + LD (one kid!), moderate/severe behaviour with LD, and other interesting combinations of learning difficulties, medical conditions, and behaviour quirks. I cannot take them into the lab. Over half did not pass the safety quiz, after three days of class work and a big, multifaceted safety assignment! They don’t know enough math to do W = F x d problems, and not one can rearrange the formula to F = W/d. We are squashed into 51.5 square meters, with 12 two-student tables, 6 single desks, chairs, computer desk, other equipment, and a teacher table. No room for my desk. I cannot walk around the room without moving kids out of the way every few seconds. If we have an emergency, I have informed the "powers that be" that there will be injuries and delay getting kids out of there. I am constantly tripping over books, bags, feet, and chair legs. If they are out of their seats, each person has about 0.5 sq. meter of space. There is none left for walkways or anything else. The labs are even worse. They seat 24, but there is no way to walk between benches when the kids are seated, and they are working back to back (definitely a no no in a lab). Our Science 9 and 10 programs have dwindled down to an absolute minimum of lab work, so kids learn about science, but don’t do very much science at all. We are so far over the fire occupancy regulations it isn’t funny. But school children are no longer protected by the fire occupancy regulations, since schools were excepted by the Campbell government three or four years ago. My "consultation" consisted of the VP telling me I have five kids with special needs in that class. I signed the form, objected, and attached comments. Bill 33 gave the system permission to "integrate" any number of kids into the general class framework with NO additional support. Keep reading. My Essentials of Math 9 class has 12 students with profound, officially-designated special needs and another 8 who do have special needs but haven’t been designated officially. There is a TA assigned to an autistic child, and when she can leave him for a few minutes she helps the other kids. I found myself a peer tutor who can be in the class for one or two blocks a week. The students are very rude to the TA, and barely co-operative, no matter what the consequences. There have been two fights already. Nearly every day I must escort someone to the office or to the behaviour room (where there is often no one to hand the student over to). I have been using two self-paced programs in tandem to help the kids master fraction operations, and several students have made good progress. It is a struggle and a nightmare every day. The quieter kids who want to learn are working in a terrible learning environment, with minimal support from me. I spend most of my time putting out half a dozen ‘fires’ at a time. My class constantly disturbs the classes either side of my room. This situation is educationally indefensible. I have registered my objections by form and by letter. No one has had the courtesy to answer my letters. As I write, it is the end of September and the administration seems to think this is all just okey dokey. I have conferred with the district numeracy co-ordinator, who is very helpful and has some money for resources. I am using one of the downloadable resources she suggested, and have researched several others. This takes a lot of time, and the resources will be weeks in transit, even if we order them right away. We require manipulatives and other supplies, too. I don’t know where they will come from. I have done quite a bit of testing and evaluation with the EMath9s—these students are all functioning below Grade 5 in mathematics. They hate and fear math. They hate school. They have nothing to lose and quite a few are chronically angry, obsessive, foul-mouthed, motor-mouthed, disrespectful, passive-aggressive, hyperactive, unco-operative. Several of them absolutely refuse to do any work unless someone supervises them one-on-one, putting up with significant abuse into the bargain. Their former teachers tell me that this is consistent with their experience. I cannot imagine what my principal was thinking as he created this class and handed them to me, but I have my suspicions. Our school seems to have abandoned the inclusion principle. There is hardly any integration support, anyway. Did I mention that there is NO prep time in my schedule? Or that on Wednesdays I have this class for two 52-minute blocks, back to back? Wednesdays are just brutal. By the way, come January, I will not have had any prep time at all for a year. We were told that the superintendent and some other board office people were going to visit "soon," to observe the "situation" at our school. They haven’t shown up and I feel confident they will see just exactly what they want to see and/or what the principal wants them to see. One can always blame the teachers and suggest more "supervisory evaluations" to make us accountable. I am not the only teacher at our school struggling with the terrible effects of Bill 33. So thanks for the invite, but I deeply regret that I won’t have either the time or the energy to facilitate any workshops this semester. After January, I will have some relatively "ordinary" math classes, three of them, and a prep block every day. What management genius thought up that arrangement? We’ve known for years that students learn and perform better on a linear schedule. But are these policy decisions ever really about good education? Katie Pirquet teaches at Edward Milne Community School, Sooke.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=17114&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2008 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 3, November 2008  Teachers’ Pension Plan Your benefits Your basic pension is the payment you will receive each month in retirement. Once you retire, the plan guarantees that this payment will continue for the rest of your life. The plan may also guarantee that all or part of this payment will continue to your spouse, dependent, or estate after your death, depending on what kind of pension option you choose at the time of retirement. Inflation protection, or indexing, is an annual increase to your pension payment to offset cost of living increases. Once the annual increase is granted by the Teachers’ Pension Board of Trustees and applied to your pension, it becomes a guaranteed part of your basic pension. However, the plan cannot guarantee that it will provide additional indexing in the future. Group benefits include extended health (EHB), voluntary dental, and Medical Services Plan (MSP) coverage. Currently, the plan fully or partially subsidizes EHB premiums for retired teachers, depending on the individual’s amount of pensionable service. The plan cannot guarantee that it can continue to subsidize EHB premiums in the future. The plan does not subsidize voluntary dental and MSP premiums, which means retirees must pay the full premiums for this coverage. The EHB and voluntary dental plans use group “purchasing power” to give retired teachers access to comprehensive health coverage at a cost that would not be available to an individual outside the plan. These benefits offer good value, whether the premiums are subsidized by the plan or not. How a benefit is funded determines if it can be guaranteed. Your basic pension is funded by member and employer contributions plus investment income from these contributions. The basic account from which the basic pension is paid is managed to ensure there is enough money to pay current pensions in pay and future pensions. The Teachers’ Pension Board of Trustees has the authority and obligation to increase the contribution rates for basic pensions when an actuarial valuation identifies a funding shortfall, as was the case July 1, 2007. Because of this funding arrangement, the plan can guarantee your basic pension will be paid for as long as you live and, depending on the pension option you choose at the time of retirement, may continue to be fully or partially paid to your surviving spouse, beneficiary, or estate. Inflation protection is also funded by member and employer contributions plus the investment income from these contributions. Some of the current employer contribution is used to subsidize EHB and so is not invested for future inflation protection. As EHB costs increase and use up a larger portion of the employer contributions, there is less money available for inflation protection. At the same time, more money is needed for inflation protection because there are more retirees and they are living longer. So while the plan can guarantee that inflation protection increases already added to pensions will continue to be paid, it cannot guarantee that further increases will be available in the future. The Teachers’ Pension Board of Trustees does not have the authority to increase contributions to the account that funds inflation protection and EHB premiums as it does for the basic pension. That authority rests with the plan partners—the BCTF and the BC government. The Teachers’ Pension Board of Trustees is carefully monitoring the funding challenges for both accounts and keeping in contact with both plan partners regarding the funding challenges ahead, particularly for the account that provides inflation protection and EHB subsidies. To see what post-retirement group benefits are currently available and what they cost, visit the Publications page in the Retired Members section of the Teachers’ Pension Plan website at tpp.pensionsbc.ca. Group benefits updates are published in the News page of the Retired Members section, and there is a history of past changes in the News Archive page. BCTF group RRSPs All BCTF members have access to payroll-deducted group RRSPs. The advantages of group RRSPs are: Convenience: automatically deducted from your paycheque Tax-deducted: no tax is paid, so you do not have to wait for a refund Investment: funds invested earn income through the whole year Choice: group RRSPs available offer a variety of investment options, as well as access to some funds not regularly available to individuals Savings: RRSP limits have been increased allowing for more savings Pension: RRSPs can later be used to purchase pension service if applicable. For more information, contact your local teacher’s union office or Arnie Lambert, Income Security Division, 604-871-1921 or 1-800-663-9163 or alambert@bctf.ca. Enrolment forms are available from your school district employer. Pension seminars Thinking about retirement  If you are within five years of retirement, this free seminar, jointly presented by BCTF staff and BC Pension Corporation staff, is for you. Upcoming dates Burnaby—January 15— 5–7:00 p.m. Burnaby—January 17— 9–11:00 a.m. or 12:00–2:00 p.m. Courtenay—January 22—5–7:00 p.m. Vancouver—January 29—5–7:00 p.m. Vancouver—January 31—9–11:00 a.m. or 12:00–2:00 p.m. Nanaimo—February 12—5–7:00 p.m. Nanaimo—February 14—9–11:00 a.m. or 12:00–2:00 p.m. Your Pension/Your Future  Your pension benefits will be explained to you in plain language to help you understand how choices/ decisions you make today can impact your pension income in the future. Upcoming dates Burnaby— January 15—8–9:30 p.m. Courtenay—January 22—8–9:30 p.m. Vancouver—January 29—8–9:30 p.m. Nanaimo—February 12—8–9:30 p.m. Pre-registration is required: on-line at tpp.pensionsbc.ca; e-mail tpp@pensionsbc.ca; telephone: Victoria 250-356-2466; toll-free 1-877-558-5574. There’s more to it than money The BC Retired Teachers’ Association has developed a workshop for those of you about to retire. The workshop is designed to compliment the Teachers’ Pension Plan/BCTF Pension Seminar, but with limited class size to facilitate sharing and learning. It’s a workshop—not a seminar. Attend a pension seminar and you will realize that “there’s more to it than money” and who better to share experiences with you than retired teachers? Retirement living brings with it life-altering situations and a wide variety of choices, some financial, some legal, and all connected with life-style. If a pension seminar is coming to your area, ask the BCTF local president to contact the BCRTA to book this highly acclaimed follow-up workshop. BCRTA contact information: Website: www.bcrta.ca. Telephone 604-871-2265; toll-free 1-877-683-2243.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=25460,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > March 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 5, March 2012   Readers write  Tweedsmuir reunion  Teachers who have taught at Lord Tweedsmuir Secondary School in Surrey may be interested to know that a Grand Centennial Reunion is to be held at the school on June 2, 2012, to mark the 100th anniversary of the opening of the first high school in Surrey. Since only one grade was added each year at first, the school’s first name was Surrey Superior School—that was changed to Surrey High School in 1919, and to Lord Tweedsmuir in 1940, when two more high schools were opened in Surrey.   All former students and staff are warmly invited to attend. Regrettably, a fee of $12 must be charged to cover the many costs of holding the affair; this may be paid online (www.lordtweedsmuirreunion.ca) or in cash only at the door. Visit the website for more information. We hope everyone who possibly can will attend what should be a joyous and memorable occasion. Joan Parolin, Surrey  Smartphone attack questioned   I am disappointed with Joy Penner’s article “Smartphones dehumanize users” in the January/February 2012 issue of Teacher newsmagazine. I would, in general terms, agree with her when she concludes “we must certainly consider carefully all the ramifications of using this technology in our classrooms.” As professional educators, we should carefully consider the ramifications of everything we do in our classrooms. However, I am appalled by her preceding sentence: “A student hunched over her/his phone, thumbs rapidly moving over the keyboard, texts issuing forth akin to grunts, feels like a step down the evolutionary chain in terms of actions and intelligence.” Similar language has been used repeatedly—by ‘adults’ attacking teenagers listening to rock music in the 1950s, by segregationists attacking the inclusion of ‘subhuman’ black students in classrooms, and more. Other articles in the same issue of Teacher raised valid concerns about the use and misuse of technology in education. With ad hominem attacks on ‘hunched over’ grunting students, Ms Penner’s article was not one of them. Alan Zisman, retired, Vancouver   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141006,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2014/09/tentative-agreement-yes-or-no.html?showComment0751410992455420,Staffroom Confidential: Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, September 16, 2014 Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Despite what I know was a herculean effort on the part of our bargaining team, I very much hope that BC teachers will vote no to the tentative agreement. After five weeks of strike, and twelve years of legal battles, this is not the deal that will restore sanity to public education and it is not a fair deal for teachers and students. Just as teachers in Saskatchewan rejected a deal to ensure a better outcome, I hope BC teachers will consider a no vote to let our team know we have to go back to the bargaining table. Class size, composition The agreement provided a modified LIF fund starting at $75 million per year and increasing to $85 by the last year. It is for teachers only, which will mean a slight improvement in Districts where sizeable portions were spent on Education Assistants or senior District staff rather than teachers. However, in an average size District like Victoria (20,000 students, 1,000 teachers), this will translate into about 5-10 more teachers. That is one for every five schools. To put it in comparison, Justice Griffin's judgement estimated the lost funding due to lost class size language at about $330 million in current dollars. (Read more here about the proposed Education Fund.) I heard so many teachers speak up about the need to ensure that we do not return to over-crowded classes when the strike ends. This agreement does very little to alleviate what is the most pressing issue. Throwing away the court victory The agreement provides a "reopener" in the event we win on appeal our class size language. What this means is that the language returns, but is not implemented until new language is negotiated. Without the actual implementation of the returned language, there will be very little incentive for the government to bargain it back. We would essentially be back in the very same position we are in today, with government trying to bargain it out and us trying to bargain it back in. In my opinion, even if we were legislated back to work we would be in a superior position. If we won the appeal the government would then be forced to implement the language. We are thus throwing away our historic court victory and the bargaining pressure it potentially creates. The reopener is really only mildly less offensive than E80. In both cases, we have to bargain back what was illegally taken from our contract and the government will probably never have to restore it. In fact, the "reopener" creates the perfect opportunity for government to lock us out to try and force us to agree to something far inferior. Throwing away the remedy for the last twelve years The agreement provides $105 million to compensate for grievances over-sized classes for the last twelve years. Using Justice Griffin's estimates, our loss is roughly $300 million times 12 = over $3 billion. I cannot fathom how $105 million is a fair compromise. The BCTF's original proposal to put this money back into the system was a more fair and productive approach. This agreement means we can no longer go to the courts for a fair remedy. Wages The agreement is very close to government's original offer. While I would be willing to accept this if the class size language was returned, teachers should not be taking such a significant monetary loss without the commensurate gain in working conditions. We have lost roughly 12% of our annual salary. We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut. Minimal improvements There are very minimal improvements in preparation time for elementary teachers (10 minutes per week), and TTOC daily rate. The TTOC daily rate change may depend on your grid placement. It could actually be a wage loss for long term TTOCs who are above category 5 and step 7. There is also $11 million in health and dental benefits. At 40,000 members, this is $275 each. Hardly worth consideration in the context of the rest of the agreement. What next? There are a variety of options if we vote no. We can continue the strike. We can choose to return to work and continue bargaining. We do not, and should not, accept an agreement that doesn't meet our needs and doesn't meet the needs of students and public education. When Saskatchewan teachers rejected the first deal which had 5.5% wage increases over four years, the second deal had 7.3% increases over four years. They have said this still isn't good enough. For us, our main issue is classroom conditions. We need to say this isn't good enough. The way to do that is to vote no. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 7:48 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 124 comments: Troy MooreSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:17 PM The EC recommendation states the open clause will be argued from restored language. However, selling our grievances for nothing as the 105 million is strike savings, is plenty of reason to vote no. Further, no composition caps, but a fund controlled by Superintendents is enough reason to vote no. Thursday I will vote no.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:06 PM Re-opener also says "education fund" in place until new language bargained, so old language can disappear forever.Delete Reply Mme RousseauSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:33 PM Government starved us to death hoping we'd vote yes to whatever deal they'd offer. Planned it from the start.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:07 PM We can sill choose (collectively) to return to work if we reject this deal. Many options.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:09 PM Great analysis, Tara! I think that returning to work would be a bad idea. This will frustrate parents more if they need to find new ways to deal with taking care fo kids. USe the money given to you by the other unions. I am a teacher who had to quit for stress over the terrible condition of work (split FI grade 4/5, several low LD kids with little support, one severe with no support, 2 gifted (no support), and a principal who expected me to teach 2 separate social studies AND science programs)Delete Reply Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:56 PM Good points by all but the gov't succeeded in starving my family out and completly breaking us. I will be voting YES and live to fight another dayReplyDelete Replies schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:21 PM 'Fight another day'? In the last twelve years that we have been pushing back against this government, never has the tide tide been so much with teachers, class size/composition, and public education - and never has the government been pushed back onto the ropes (especially with the call for binding arbitration). What 'other day' is being proposed that we wait for? Now is the time. Vote 'no' and give the BCTF bargaining team a renewed mandate to get a decent deal for students and teachers.Delete Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:10 PM "Another day" means to wake up and realize that 2more weeks means my family of 5 could lose our home. It means I will do all I can to recall Cc, Factbender, and other mla's, and maybe even having "a guy I know" have a chat with them. In year 1 of their reign, I don't believe they even know what "the ropes" are. I will vote YES ...for my family, and I can live with thatDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:12 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply Karen FergusonSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:03 PM Just a question: When the Saskatchewan teachers voted no, had they already been on strike for 5 weeks?ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM No. They are working with no contract. They are not on strike.Delete Shannon DavisSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:23 AM I am a Saskatchewan teacher. We are not on strike; we are currently in the conciliation process after voting "no" to 2 previous offersDelete Reply "Mama Rose"September 16, 2014 at 9:27 PM Can we truly return to work without agreeing and continue bargaining? When I suggested returning to work a few weeks ago, the answer was "being on strike puts pressure on the gov't and without pressure they have no reason to settle." And can you explain more how legislating us back would be better than agreeing to this deal? And finally, why would the BCTF executive put forward a deal that was not a good one?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:30 PM Because they need confirmation of the resolve of the membership to get something better. That is what a no vote does.Delete Reply Troylana MSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:28 PM some great points to ponder, tara......thinking thinking....ReplyDelete schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:43 PM If we vote 'no' to the tentative deal we still have options: We'd not have a contract. But we could... a) strike with full picket lines b) partially strike with phase 1 (work-to-rule) in schools c) partially strike with periodic/rotating job action d) continue negotiating e) return to work and re-escalate strike f) some/all of the above ReplyDelete Replies Caroline MackenzieSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:21 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:14 PM a) will expedite matters (I say less that 3 days)Delete Reply danabjornsonSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:05 PM I am thinking that a legislated, crappier contract would only be in effect for 2 years max (before elections...). If we take this offer, then we will be agreeing to this pseudo-E80. Should we win the court case (which we likely will), we will have to settle on the terms of the THIS negotiated contract which doesn't actually restore learning conditions; it simply allows for those conditions to be negotiated. If we say n, then we default to the 2002 contract, which DOES restore the language. A "yes" vote is saying that we are good on "crumbs"; a "no" vote is saying we want an actual meal. That's my understanding, anyway. Please correct me where I am wrong, Tara. :)ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:44 PM And word is IF they legislate, they could opt to legislate back Grade 10-12 only causing the union to have to lay off all teachers and re-hire based on seniority. That will tear the union at the seams pitting teacher against teacher for those positions. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:17 PM There will be a general strike if that were to happen! They better not do this. They will regret it.Delete Reply imaginefunlearningSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:09 PM Some good points on the background of our fight over the past 12 years, which I have been actively engaged in; however we need to recognize the climate we are in. We are not in Sask. people! We have just come through a very long summer!! We need to thank our @bctf bargaining team & recognize the toll this has taken on all of us & our families. I don't have the luxury of more time on the strike line. This may be as good as it gets. Let's read the agreement and consider getting back to work and making some $ again! That's my 2 cents worth, which would come in really handy right now!!!ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:18 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply RobSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:11 PM Go back in work to rule mode. Work this winter to recall every Liberal MLA. ThAt is the only way to apply pressure to these criminals. ReplyDelete Replies Kate RestonSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:03 PM Recall! Not sure who won the battle but the war is still onDelete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:14 AM Well said Kate... I agree 100%Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:20 PM I think say NO and a better deal will be done in less than 3 days. These guys are not criminals, they are lower than that. I bet they get a sick pleasure in hurting the kids and the teachers.Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:31 PM An official recall is in the works: https://www.facebook.com/groups/316129595235450/?fref=ts Please consider joining.Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:26 AM Leah - do you honestly think anyone who voted BC Liberal did so thinking that they would act any differently on the education file?Delete Reply JJSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:16 PM I am glad to see other members who share my views. I am outraged at a 1.2 percent "raise" in salary per year that doesn't even meet inflation of currently 2%. I feel used and abused.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:23 PM Not to mention all of the other pittance! I am actually surprised that Iker asked teachers to vote on this! Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:18 PM Hi Tara Thanks for the summary! Will we be able to vote NO to the deal, but vote YES to returning to work? Will there be three options when we vote Thursday? Why did the BCTF agree to a substandard deal for us? If we vote no to a deal that was recommended to us, the teachers look like the bad guys and public approval will plummet. I am very disappointed and frustratedReplyDelete Replies KataSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:12 AM Public approval will not necessarily plummet. I have seen strikes where the membership has voted against the executive's "best results to date", and ended up with a better offer. This offer is an insult. The $300 million will not bring funding to the national average (I believe). More importantly, the wage offer is half of the average wage increase for public and private workers (StatsCan). Delete Reply MontySeptember 16, 2014 at 10:19 PM Thank you, Tara. My thoughts too, more clearly expressed. As well, Thursday is too soon to vote, too soon to vote, too soon to vote........ReplyDelete Richard ChalkeSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:21 PM Vote no and lose every shred of public support...just sayin!ReplyDelete Replies UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:31 AM I am a member of the public and would support a "no" vote. js!.Delete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:01 AM Richard Chalke, NO you won't! I am a mother with 3 adopted special needs children who need to be in a class that is designed for them and others like them (my kids are academically slightly delayed but their issues are more social and behavioural) where they can receive the education they deserve taught in a way they can comprehend. I will speak now for all the parents I know, and we will support the teacher's if they continue to fight for our children's best interest.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:28 PM It might not be pretty at first, but once we explain things (and I hope the Mandarin-speaking teachers flood the Richmond organization that voiced their concerns), they will back us. The 3 billions that the judge came to is the first I hear about. This should be stated to every newsmedia comment section in the province. Minimize pickets and flood those outlets with commenters, just like the Liberals do. Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:45 PM I am a member of the public and a single Mother of a child in the public school system. You will NOT lose one bit of my support if you vote no. I know that you are sacrificing so that my child can have a better education, and I am most grateful for it. Having said that, I also know that you are exhausted and broke. I have been dreading that you may have to settle for less than what you (we) deserve because the government succeeded in breaking you. I am not in your shoes, so cannot judge. If the vote is a yes, I understand and I am still behind you. Delete Reply Alison RocheSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:25 PM It is a crap deal. It's always a crap deal. Once you raise the stakes to striking, anything else is a cave in. The last time we walked out was the 3 day illegal strike where I threw away 1200$ and got EXACTLY the same contract I had the year before. The BCTF called it a win because they didn't rip up MORE of my contract. Ridiculous. There are a few of us that believe that working to contract, doing 100% of your teaching job and nothing more (like paying for supplies out of your own pocket or EC) is the only way teachers will survive this government. What if they get re-elected again? Then what? Teachers have lost thousands to these clowns to make "statements" about the state of public education in this province. We can't keep sacrificing ourselves and our families. And in the meantime, you talk to parents about why you have to take this crappy road. Because up until this strike they mostly didn't care about the state of education, but god forbid you didn't run a Sports Day. Then suddenly they wanted to know what the hell was going on. Keep the conversation going in schools. Attend your PAC meetings and stop enabling this govt to underfund and overwork the system. And still get paid!ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:20 AM I am very excited at the prospect of returning to my beloved job on Friday. However I will NOT continue to put my personal money into my classroom and I will be seriously reconsidering my involvement in extra curriculars. I think we shoot ourselves in the foot with all the unpaid work we so willingly volunteer to do. Delete Reply FCSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:38 PM I heard a rumour last week from a loose lipped government insider that after the 22nd, depending on the outcome of the negotiations the Liberals were going to announce a 3 step process. I was not clear if this was based on 3 steps to resolve the strike (perhaps the 3rd step is legislation??) or 3 steps to overhaul the education system, either way, they will settle it outright. I wish you all luck and all the information that you need to make a sound decision of what you feel is best.ReplyDelete Replies Lisa BurrowsSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:53 PM I have heard similar rumours. On the 23rd, the gov. was planning on introducing a $6000 per year voucher system for 3 choices: an academic or trades program, or something called EducationCanada. Not clear whether their intention was to privatize the public system, de-certify teachers and hire them back under new wage/benefits. Not clear where these rumours originated from. Maybe fear tactics to get teachers to vote yes. In any event, I plan on voting yes. I signed up to be a teacher, not a martyr. This strike has cost us a lot. We need to regain our livelihood and hopefully continue the conversation about class composition. We have at least awakened many people to the issue, and the court case is still an avenue that could eventually improve teaching and learning conditions.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:33 PM I urge all teachers to fight and say NO to this deal. Retired teacher who had to retire because horrendous work conditions. Make me proud. They will not last long if you say NO! I know this is tough, but there is money and I hear that Van City does offer loan at low to 0 %. Banks do allow you to miss a mortgage payment. Go talki to your banker.Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM Will school districts require teachers to make up missed days, as suggested in the media? Will the school calendar be changing to make up for the missed three weeks and if so will we be made aware of those changes PRIOR to the vote? ReplyDelete KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:41 PM "Wages..... We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut." And that is the cost of going on strike!!! There is nothing that can be done about that. You cannot go on strike and put up the raise you want every week to compensate for your time on strike - it doesn't work that way.ReplyDelete Replies Drew StevensonSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:59 AM I believe the missing "..." Suggests that they meant to refer to the losses against inflation since the last wage step increase. Thus this contract does not allow us to recover the buying power lost to inflation since the last non contract or "0%" year. Add those up and compare against the proposed increase and you see that by the end of the contract, we won't be able to afford the same value of goods (loaves of bread, watts of energy, litres of gas) that we could at the end of the last contracts term. It was not a comment about wages that were lost in the strike. Those are really small potatoes when compared to the grinding power of inflation over years and years. The next contract will use this latest for a bench mark so these losses to inflation will grind at all teachers for as long as they teach. A death of a thousand cuts to our ability to afford basic goods and services. Any raise less than inflation is a cut to the value placed on us and on our ability to pay our bills. Delete Reply Ed SSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:09 PM Having lost $20,000 (including summer school wages) as the single income for a family of five is far too much; I will be voting YES to the deal, unless the independently wealthy teachers out there who wish to continue the strike will pay my bills and mortgage for me.ReplyDelete Replies Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:14 PM I feel ya. Yes for meDelete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:18 AM Ed S. With all due respect (and I mean that), how did you lose $20,000 in the strike? Teachers were out 2 weeks (all out) before they were supposed to be in June, and now 3 weeks for the start of school? It is my understanding that teachers don't get paid through the summer months. Please correct me if I'm wrong, wherever I'm wrong. Shouldn't you have been financially alright for the summer months at least? Also all teachers knew this strike had a possibility of extending into the new school year but no one teacher budgeted for this possibility? I'm truly just trying to get a clear picture of where this all stems. NO disrespect intended.Delete BlairSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:12 AM Kelly, not Ed but if you look at the numbers there was the 10% lockout haircut in May/June plus the loss of most of June and the loss of much of September. In our 1 teacher (1 non) household we calculated a $9 K - $10 K loss so far. If you add summer school earnings you can easily make the loss in the $20 k zone. As for budgeting, we budget for the summer, but did not expect the 10% haircut, nor the loss of June/Sept days which completely messed our budgeting calculations. A very good friend (single teaching mother) was crushed by the loss of the June income and is without a penny today.Delete Mr. SmoothSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:35 PM The only one who didn't get a haircut was Jim Iker... and he needs one more than anyone else. What's with that over-coiffed 70"s mullet Jim? Does wonders for the BCTF brand image!Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:55 PM Jim's hair is not open for discussion in a respectful space like this. As for his salary, he is a teacher who does not get paid when we are on strike.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:04 PM Totally agree!Delete Reply Mr. GSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:24 PM If I thought they could do any better I would agree with voting NO, but you have to be realistic. The BCTF does not use professionals to bargain and always ends up with much less than they promise the membership when asking for a strike vote. While this is not a great deal for teachers, I really think you're fooling yourself if you think it'll get any better.ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:02 AM BCTF needs to be replaced with younger more adept representatives and advocates. Also, we should be hiring professional contract negotiators - you don't go into battle with cut throat corporate types with a wooden knife. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:37 PM This is BAD deal! Say NO to it and show those (expletives) that we will not take it anymore! Come on! Show them that teachers have a spine! They will respect us, oddly!Delete Reply retaSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:51 PM I agree with Richard. Those in the public that are uniformed would be furious, and there are many teachers who just can't afford to use their wages as their voice any longer - too much has already been donated to the government. In my opinion, the deal is pretty lame. I am sitting on the fence.ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:24 AM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:26 AM So true!!! I cannot afford to fight this battle for public education any longer. Why is this my personal and professional obligation??? However I think this deal is weak weak weak. I also think its the best we are going to get. Ideologically I'm on the fence but my wallet will vote YES.Delete Reply SirThinksToo MuchSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:54 PM My wife and I will be voting "Yes" on Thursday for it is the middle path. The easy path would have been for us to go back to school with E-80 & E-81 over our heads. The difficult path would be for us to vote "No" and put our mortgage at risk and having to continue asking retired parents for handouts to feed a family with three kids. The middle path is the wisest choice for us considering the current political climate in which those who do not teach are the quickest to judge it harshly.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:41 PM I understand that this is really tough for you! I almost died teaching a few month ago. I had to quit. Please consider holding on and say no. Remember the short loss in salary will be offset in the LONG-RUn by better salary increase. This is a joke! They will be laughing at you even more if we accept this. This is a very bad deal! However, I do respect your position!Delete Reply DaleSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:16 AM Why would classroom conditions be better on October 9th after being legislated back? We have been outplayed because of our stubborn refusal to outdated, tired old tactics. It is because of these actions that have led us to this terrible deal. Time to reset, regroup and stock up for the long haul. Can't do it if half the members commit hara kiri on themselves. We are a union of professionals not a cult. ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:49 AM Could not agree more.Delete schreck!September 17, 2014 at 9:44 AM Could you please advise which tactics you believe could have been used to secure a superior deal?Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:47 AM Full disclosure: I'm a BC Liberal supporter. The only people who would benefit from a NO vote are the BC Liberals. Teachers would be bargaining with no leverage whatsoever and would be viewed by a large segment of the population as unreasonable. The BC Liberals then get portray themselves as the only party capable of dealing with the BCTF. schreck! says that the BCTF has the government on the ropes, but he couldn't be farther from the truth. The government wants people to view the BCTF as their primary opponent. Disputes like this just shore up the BC Liberal base and protect its right flank. Any half-baked recall campaign will only reinforce that. It's true teachers aren't going to recoup the lost wages from the strike. I would suggest to you that that means this job action was probably not in teachers' interests, especially without any sort of appreciable strike fund. This is the best deal teachers were ever going to get with this government and people should have been able to recognize that in June. If you want my advice (which you probably don't), it would be to spend the next 5 years building up a strike fund, electing better leaders, and hiring a professional negotiating team. Don't bring a knife to a gunfight and expect things to go well. Focus on getting the best deal you can from whoever the government is rather than trying to change the government, the HST, Kinder Morgan or a thousand different issues that distract from education and erode the union's finances further. You'd be doing yourself a favour, and probably doing the NDP a favour at the same time. Also, if schreck! is David Schreck, you can thank his opposition to STV for the last two BC Liberal majorities. I know I do.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:11 PM One step would be to stop making political contributions to the NDP. This only contributes to the childish animosity and lack of trust that has constantly characterized negotiations. How else can the Socreds/Liberals view teachers except as enemies when they so publicly support their opponents. This stupid confrontational immature approach has to STOP!!!!! Education should not be a political fight when it is so obviously a valuable benefit to our society. It was an NDP government that legislated teachers back to work in 1993. Stop making education a political fight.Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:10 PM I don't think they have to go that far. CUPE and the Nurses still contribute to the NDP yet they don't have the same acrimonious relationship. CUPE and the Nurses just make their members their priority, and broader advocacy second.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:55 PM Ryan (possibly a Liberal paid commenter), with all due respect, I disagree with you. The cumulative increase in lieu of this will be better. Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can. I say to Iker, ask for 6% over 3 years because these people love to play the 15% over 15 year game to make it so big on the surface. Some people think that this is 15% every year. Believe me! I have seen it in comment sections. Others believe that the 15% is too high not understanding that they must divide things over the duration of the contract. It is time that we play it smarter. It is time to put the foot down and ask for money given to us by other unions, if it is needed. Banks can accept one late mortgage payment. It would be suicidal for them to not help. Imagine the possible damage if that ever leaks out. They could lose a lot in teacher money. I for one would pull my money out of a bank in support! Teachers are going to show this government that we have a spine! Enough is enough! Aren't you tired of being treated like kids? (Retired teacher who almost died in a car accident because of work conditions that were horrendous. I had to quit.)Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 AM Not paid by the BC Liberals. I pay them actually... :/ I imagine astroturfers of any affiliation wouldn't disclose their bias. "Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can." How did that work in May 2013? If the teachers reject a contract that their own union endorsed, it will make teachers seem unreasonable. Whether that perception is true or fair is irrelevant. It's what will happen, and teachers will be weaker as a result. Take my advice. Build up a strike fund and focus on the internal governance of the BCTF for the next 6 years. You'll be better off for it. Or not. I don't mind you or others making it easier for the party I support to get elected. I'd just rather not see kids and teachers hurt in the process.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:37 AM Ah! The "don't-hurt-kids" card, hey, when you have underfunded education for 12 years! WOW! That takes the cake! Are your trolling? Oh! You are serious? :) Would you be surprised if I don't follow your advice, considering your lack of logic? Would you be surprised if others don't follow your advice? It is ttue that bullies like you and your ilks love to show who is the boss, who is the teacher now! I suspect that is at the root of the problem! No one wants to fail in school! No one wants to get the strap! Sad that today's teachers don't like it too! But, who cares, we are ... teachers! We deserve it! BAH! BAH! BAH!Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:22 PM That's fine. I look forward to another 16 years of BC Liberal government.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:41 PM 16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate! Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan! Sociopaths do that!Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 9:35 AM "16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate!" 16 years of our opponents still don't understand why they lost. Like I said, that's fine with me. If I said the Liberals would be in power for at least another 13 years back in 2004 you probably would have laughed too. Heck, if I told you on May 13 last year that the BC Liberals would be reelected on May 14 you'd probably have laughed too. And you were wrong. Why is that? Answer that question if you want the NDP to win the next election. Without a correct answer to it, the NDP's cause is hopeless. "Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan!" You feel they are flawed, and that's fine. I don't go around calling people who disagree with me sociopaths, nor do I accuse them of being paid shills. But I also don't feel much need to address your ad hominems. There are logical arguments to support your position, but argumentum ad hominem is not one of them. It's a textbook logical fallacy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 1:15 PM Ah! Now I get it! It is all ego-based! You think because you voted the winning party that you are a winner and we are losers! You think because you predicted that the Liberals would win, you are winner. That does not make YOU a winner or the Liberals! It is called DEMOGRAPHICS, you expletives. The baby boomers are getting old and because they have more assets and won't make a whole lot more for too long, they need to vote a govn't who is going to do just that! It is not rocket science! WOW! You think you are so superior when your party stole an election with 47% of the popular vote. That's not a majority and your party should not have been elected. BTW, did you delete from your ethical memory the words Ethnic voting scandal? The field is slanted and you know it. However, you are so willing to minimize, forget the scams and bad fairplay tactics like a sociopath is allowed to minimize or ignore his or victims emotions that you don't see that you are the loser, we are the victim of your constant bullying. 1% wage increases after years of 0% increases and you can justify that when Yahoo reports that the average Canadian can hope to get 2.5% this and next year: https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html You Liberals behave like fascists, but we can't call you that because that's not allowed! Well! Guess what? It is and you are. Live with it! You keep on dreaming you are a genius! :) I am retired, getting soon a nice pension, and laughing at you from a beach somewhere! AHAHA! Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 2:14 PM What's with the name calling Peter? For someone claiming to be retired you really don't show the wisdom of age. For someone who talks about logic, you use logical fallacies like ad hominems a lot too. It's a fair point that the BC Liberals didn't get a majority of the vote (and I'm a very big supporter of electoral reform). The BC Liberals + Conservatives did though, and I don't think it's realistic to expect the BC Conservatives to have been more generous had they been part of government. Last time I checked I just voted. I didn't "victimize" anyone. Perhaps your rage is misplaced. If you think the election was "stolen" I'm afraid I have to question your grasp on reality though. "Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?" I'm glad you'll have a pleasant retirement Peter. I have no ill will towards you. I'm not sure why you think I do. I'm not saying people were *right* to vote BC Liberal. That's a matter of opinion. All I'm saying is people *did* vote BC Liberal. More voted BC Liberal than BC NDP for the last 5 elections in a row actually. You need to understand why that happened in order to change it for the next election. Clearly you're not interested in that though. Which is fair enough. Just remember next time you're upset about something the BC Liberals do that your lack of interest is part of why the BC Liberals get elected at all.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 3:23 PM I love your culture --or the lack of thereof! Guess what, stop thinking averybody is white and must follow your little rules. Namecalling? Sociopath? Whaaaat? And, what if you are? Still can't call you that? :) You fascist right-wingers are big on censorship! I just don't like you giving us lessons on how to get the NDP in. As stated, people are voting right of the NDP because it is a matter of demographics and a little ethnic vote buying on the side. The rest is mumbo jombo. Yes, of course, they will have to go on strike in the future and yes they will have to build a strike fund. The Liberals stole that from the BCTF too! And, you wonder why I don't have any respect for them? Yes, electoral reform is needed! We agree!Delete Reply JJ GeorgeSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:46 AM As a parent, I support the teachers and respect whether they choose to vote yes or no. However I noticed a discrepancy here from other information I've read regarding prep time for elementary teachers. Here it states minimal improvement to prep time - only 10 minutes per week being added. Elsewhere I read that it is 100 minutes per week for prep, increasing by an additional 10 minutes in the final year. That is a significant difference, and worth noting. Or have I completely misunderstood?ReplyDelete Replies Anne-MarieSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:59 AM Elementary teachers currently have 90 minutes of preparation time per week so an increase to 100 minutes per week is only gaining 10 minutes. In other provinces and some private schools they have as much as 45 minutes of prep time per day.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:56 PM Thank you for inquiring!Delete DW ZSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:57 PM You're right JJ George. There is a significant difference around the province regarding preparation times. In my district elementary teachers currently get 100 minutes of prep time. This new proposal is useless to me. I'll have to wait 6 years to gain an extra 10 minutes. Delete Reply UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:11 AM Almost nobody gets cost of living adjustments. Also inflation is NOT 2%. Do some research and look at the CPI for BC over the last 24 months. The average over the last 2 years is 0.7%, not 2%. The CPI changes every month so you cant just look at the highest month and declare that THE inflation rate. Check out the 12 month averages document for the actual numbers. http://www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/StatisticsBySubject/Economy/ConsumerPriceIndex.aspx All that being said I support the teachers. if you think this is a bad deal as a parent my dream would be for the teachers to vote no but continue bargaining because I do think the kids need to be in school and I do fear that the teachers will lose all support if the strike continues. All I ask as a parent is that you do your own research and try not to be swayed by all the opinions. ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:01 AM Inflation for August was 2.1% (http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/economy/cpi-report-expected-to-reveal-rise-in-canadas-core-inflation-rate/article20593943/). The CPI is a year-over-year calculation.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:43 AM Inflation should be looked at as a yearly average, not an individual month.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:34 PM The lawyers do not believe we have compromised our court deal. Our leadership would not have sold us out. We dodged a bullet. The Premier had something loaded even if we are not sure what it was. The idea that we could simply return to work is not guaranteed. I think a no vote could easily lead to the Liberals locking us out again because the Premier wants to crush us and she will use any excuse. She did not want to take the advice of her people and do this deal. I am certain a plan for drastic action (where we have to take the concessions they had planned) or worse - was in place. We can't guarantee the press will do any better job explaining the complexities should we say no. They rarely sided with us in markets outside of Vancouver where people are more political and they often misled or allowed others to mislead. They are not helping and would sensationalize. This would see dissolution of support very quickly - especially if we asked for wages. (Though admittedly it angers me that we can't ask for wages without being accused of being greedy when that is what most bargaining units do). But we have argued this is about kids and while this is not ideal - it is better to have teachers than not. The deal does suck in that it does not bring us to par - but this fight needs to be won with a strategy that is political and capacity will do that in another round. We have some support - but it is limited to the choir. We need to have the pews too. We need to build that capacity while working and continue to find allies because the fight is bigger than most people want to consider. This is about ideology and about privatization. Education always was political but never more so than now and we have to fight this party or the conservatives who would do the same or worse. No teacher who is responsible can ignore the politics any longer. That is simply the truth. If you work in the system you better get informed and you better be prepared to fight until retirement for the system. That said, I want to ask the same question others are asking: Why is this the job of 42,000 teachers and not the job of all citizens who want equality to fight for this right? It is time (while the conversation is still on-going and up to and including election night) for us to guide the public where we can but mainly play our part by not propping the system up. Make poverty known. Make noise about shortfalls, ask questions (in the media or in board offices ) about who is going to fix it instead of paying ourselves, volunteer some but wait for the pubic to step up so they see what schools lack. I hate the deal too. But I trust Vince Ready and Iker and I don't think we could have done better right now. I think we dodged a bullet because I have read everything this government has put out and followed the trail. They plan to privatize and they are just looking for the route. Voting YES for now does not mean we are giving up. It does not mean a win in the way we wanted but we have won a battle that will lead to us winning the war. If we don't rest up and stock up we might not get there.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:57 PM Well, if it is bigger than just this battle, then we will need ALL the unions to strike if they do indeed use drastic (draconian) measures. I say it is time for ALL of the unions to call a general strike. I guarantee that they will not like that one bit. What will they do then? Call the army? :) People in Europe, at the end of the 19th century stood up in mines. General strikes do occur in Europe and have. If you think you had it tough, think of them who stood tall for US in tougher times and conditions. Make sacrifices. Sell furniture. Tutor on the side. Ask for the BCTF money. Ask your banker to help. As friends and relatives. If we say NO, it won't last long. If they legislate us back, let's call a general province-wide strike of all unions. Delete Reply Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:47 AM Between CC's smug smile as she celebrates slaughtered teachers and Jim Iker's goofy grin - seemingly unaware that he has been a willing puppet, I am thoroughly disgusted. Over the next 5 years, teachers will be in an increasingly bad situation financially, classrooms will continue to be too large and complex with increasing medical, social and environmental issues impacting academic delivery. It could not be less obvious that things will continue to worsen. The Liberals have ensured that BC is rapidly becoming the Canadian Monaco for rich off shore interests and wealthy corporations. Soon the underpaid "workers" will have to be bussed in daily to Vancouver - Asian style. The only recourse is to move to just about any other province and bring in up to $100,000 more over the six years with much less cost of living. So we are bailing, encouraged by friends who have gotten positions in Manitoba and Alberta. My colleagues and I discovered through contacting several school boards across Canada that specialist (special needs and behavioural) and secondary science teachers are in particular demand. I want to work in a professional, respectful environment where the needs of all children are considered a priority and where I feel inspired to do my best. However, I want my vote to reflect the wishes of teachers who will be here over the next 6 (5) years, so very much appreciate your blog and opportunity to read the comments.ReplyDelete Bert SlaterSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:11 AM To vote YES will throw away 12 years of effort, and 2 victories in BC Supreme Court. To vote YES will be to snatch defeat from the jaws of victory. If you vote YES what bargaining power do you think you will have - the government will do nothing, and then what do you think you will do - take job action? PLEASE VOTE NO.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:59 PM Time to show you have a spine!Delete Reply RodSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:06 AM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Cool HandSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 AM Wouldn't a 'No' vote be a vote of no confidence in the BCTF itself?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:02 AM Not at all. It is just a message to the leadership we need to do better. The strength of the union is the members, and we support the leadership by giving them direction through democratic means.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:40 PM I disagree. How else can a recommendation by the EC to vote yes be interpreted? Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:00 PM I am sure people will interpret this both ways, but it is a vote. If it is supposed to be a "Yes", because it might be interpreted one way, then why bother having a vote?Delete Kate TSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:07 AM Yes , it would be. I don't think we could come out much better than this with this government. How will a No obtain that? Christy will be happy, she can declare the BCTF gone and roll out her plan to privatize. Delete Reply David DeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:06 AM A no vote would be a rejection of a the court victories defied by the government and an inadequate deal containing some vague promises that won't meet the needs of teachers or students on class size and other important issues.In Ontario elementary teachers get 200 minutes of prep time per 5 day cycle. I know there is financial hardship, but the union has received close to $2 million in donations from other unions; is there no way of accessing hardship funds? At minimum, vote no and return to work on work to rule with various strike options.ReplyDelete Erica JonesSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:25 AM This article actually makes me so mad. It is NOT better for the kids that they have missed almost all of june and all of september. This is what you signed up for in BC as a teacher. Get on board or GET OUT.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:20 PM Is this really what teachers signed up for? At my high school, each class has about 30 kids, with an average of 17 kids per classroom with an identified learning disability. Our district says that there should be no more than 4 kids per classroom.. How do you expect non-specialist teachers to help each student when over half of them require more resources because of a learning disability? Furthermore, are you generalizing the "better-ness" to all the kids in BC? Because I don't think that it would be better if kids went back considering the learning environment isn't up to par. There are barely any Education Assistants, and support teachers for the multitude of children who need them. While I recognize and appreciate your enthusiasm for education, please realize that the public school system isn't a daycare. Also, please think about your words and the learning environment prior to speaking out. By the way, we're not an autocracy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:08 PM I can understand your frustration! Understand mine! I almost died at 7:30 pm one night returning from teaching a FI split class with several students who did not get enough support or no support at all. The principal expressed to me that he expected me to teach 2 different social studies programs and 2 different science programs. ANYONE I talked to knows that this is impossible to do, especially in French Immersion when kids get no support at home and books are often too hard for students to read. I had to quit my job. I did it for me and did it for the kids. I was like a surgeon who is asked to operate on 5 patients with an old scalpel with 2 inexperienced nurses. Predictably, 4 patients would die and I would be reprimanded! Teachers are put in terrible conditions and kids too. I hope you have the openmind to consider the reality of this honest personal anecdote. I also wish you to understand that this is likely not an isolated incident. What will it take? A kid to commit suicide because he or she is not getitng enough support?Delete Reply hilarySeptember 17, 2014 at 10:29 AM It is incorrect to equate lost funding with what the teachers would have received in grievances. The two are not equivalent. The starting position of the BCTF was $225M, so they never expected $3B to resolve grievances. I'm also interested to know where you get your figures on overcrowded classrooms. A recent Globe and Mail article says that classrooms are, on average, smaller than the caps set in 2002.ReplyDelete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:36 AM The signing bonus should be roughly $2500 each: 105 million divided by 41 thousand.ReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:53 AM It is not that simple. The $105 million is to be allocated by the union. The term "signing bonus" has been crossed off on the signed document. Some of that money may be used to pay union debts. Don't know this but clarification would be useful.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:16 PM Just quoting from the CBC news website, "And finally there are details of $105-million fund to settle grievances stemming from the ongoing court case. The BCTF says that money will be given out as a signing bonus, with specific amount yet to be determined."Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:34 AM I think it would be smart to put at least part of it into your strike fund.Delete Reply WheelsSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:55 AM If the money is used as a signing bonus, it should be based on FTEReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:12 PM Yes I am sure it will be based on FTE. The question is how much of the $105 Million is actually distributed. This is up to the union, and I am told that it is yet to be decided.Delete GuruSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:44 PM And don't forget all the retired teachers who are entitled to a share of it.Delete Reply Geoff OrmeSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:18 PM In another discussion of this someone suggested that under BC Labour Law a no vote means rejection of the proposed deal, and that means the strike continues until either: - the union in question elects to stand down - another tentative deal is presented or - the government imposes a legislated contract. I think the last of these is the most likely, and I believe the legislated contract would be draconian and brutal. What do you think, Tara? Also, I would appreciate your thoughts on Sandy Garossino's comments at https://storify.com/Garossino/should-teachers-accept-the-contractReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:14 PM If this is so, in a few month (likely a couple of years), teachers will win so much more with a Supreme Court judgment! It is possible that the Liberals know that the higher courts are stacked by Liberal judges (that is what happen when judges are chosen, not elected). In any case, a negative settlement (or not a great judgment) will galvinize the public to reform the way the Supreme court judges are being chosen. I doubt that any govn't will want that to happen. A legislated contract will make the LIbs look like sociopaths and dictators.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:47 PM Peter I think you are expecting far too much from the public, many of whom are only paying attention to this matter due to kids being home from school. The public are not remotely this savvy on the political process.Delete Reply IslanderSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:09 PM I am a continuing education teacher. We have it even worse and we are not listened to enough about our poor conditions. Those include no prep time (and we do have to mark and do report cards many times a year sometimes and commonly for 30 students in a class), travelling to different schools with no compensation, and having next to no breaks in between 3 hour classes. I worked for two years with no lunch break and taught 6 hours straight (just 15 min. breaks) to be told, "don't complain since there are others who will do it". We then got 15 min. breaks in between classes. Most of our students are wealthy immigrants, many who try to stay in classes as long as possible since the classes are free. After spending a year in Germany, I realize how better organized it is where the immigrants pay to learn the language on a sliding scale, and have to pay for a student book as well for each class. We do not even have text books, but photocopy so much at tax payers' expense. This is not right. I then teach summer school since we were not on a 12 month continual salary and most of those students are also immigrants (at least 75%). This is also free and it is becoming so common and the new immigrants know this is free babysitting and tutoring. I think one main problem is that we have so many new immigrants in our classes who need ESL like this article states about our inclusion style of education nowadays: http://www.vancouversun.com/life/Shelley+Fralic+trouble+with+schools/10203596/story.html I am honored to be teaching and like my job, but it does get exhausting especially since I need two or three jobs to pay the mortgage that I now no longer have.. back to renting since it all I can afford in this city that has become so expensive. And many don't realize that it is very very difficult to get to full time work as a teacher here. There was a formula that made it take about 10 years to get to f/t (now finally changed). I have been without pay for 3 months, and now had to finally rent a place in anticipation of returning to work, so I have to vote "yes", but please keep the comments coming for what alternatives we have. Maybe we have to just educate the public in a better way than picketing; maybe get out and walk around malls and talk to people and hand out pamphlets on how this liberal government is hurting this. Most Asians (probably just the new who are from such a different system) are already against the teachers since they do not seem to understand what is going on. http://www.vancouversun.com/Business/asia-pacific/Chuck+Chiang+Many+Asian+families+place+blame/10202757/story.htmlReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:17 PM First of all, myn thoughts are with you! I think your ideas about using different strategies is smart. Picketing is not a very good strategy to let people know about things. I think using the membership to flood media comment sections would be more effective. Going to talk to the public might be a good idea along with this, I think. Phone the BCTF and ask for support.Delete Reply Marsha HolleySeptember 17, 2014 at 1:36 PM A teachers wife Vote no you have come to far to back down. It is a -----Y DEAL. ReplyDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:45 PM Ask yourself WHY teachers cannot get 1/2 of the average increase in salary of the private sector? (The Libs will tell you because there are sooooooo many teachers, but I also hear that there are provinces where there is a need for teachers!) TORONTO - A new study says that Canadians, on average, can expect about the same size salary increase next year as in 2014. Human resources consultants Pal Benefits says a survey of 401 organizations, mainly in Ontario, Alberta and British Columbia, projected salary increase for 2015 at an average of 2.79 per cent. That was almost unchanged from the 2.74 per cent average increase projected in last year's survey. Meanwhile, in addition to the average salary increase remaining relatively steady year over year, the survey found that the percentage of employers who plan to freeze salaries appears to have stabilized at eight per cent —in the same percentages as was projected in 2014. Breaking down the numbers further, the survey found the average salary increase anticipated in the engineering, financial services and high technology sectors was three per cent. That compared with an average of 2.5 per cent on the low end for organizations in durable manufacturing. https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.htmlReplyDelete "Mama Rose"September 17, 2014 at 9:12 PM I used to agree with you, Tara, and appreciate you bringing these items to your blog to get us all thinking. But after a very long night and day of research and discussion, I realize I will be voting yes tomorrow. Here is why: I don't care about salary or benefit increases. That is not why I went on strike. I don't care if this tentative deal is not good for teachers. That's not why I went on strike either. For me, the single most important issue is class size and composition. I want to work in a classroom where I have enough time and resources available to me to adequately help all the students I teach. And while it is true that this tentative deal will not change anything in the classrooms right now (or at least most of our classrooms), I realized that we couldn't actually make changes in that area because the issues of cs and c is before the courts. When I made that connection and realized that this round of bargaining was really about a "good enough" agreement regarding wages, then the deal seems, well... good enough. BUT, the best part, is the language the BCTF legal team made around the furture court decision (the re-opener). They have it in writing that if we win the court case (which is likely) and when we have to start bargaining class size and comp again (that is exactly what Justice Susan Griffin said we would have to do) we will be STARTING from the 2002 levels. To make this simple to understand, I explained it to my friends using a number line. With this new language, the BCTF starts the next round of bargaining at say a 50. The government will want us to go to 10 or 15, and we'll compromise and end up maybe 25. But WITHOUT that language, we would have started bargaining at a 10 and only gone down from there. So I do believe it is the best deal possible, it still factors in the biggest issue (from my perspective), we do not lose the important gains of the past, and most importantly, everyone gets to go back to school.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 PM Mam Rose, I appreciate your point of view and your courage. However, let me point out to you and the readers that a decision at the BC supreme court might not turn out the way teachers anticipate. We all know that judges are appointed and who does the appointing? "All justices of the BCSC (including the position of Chief Justice and Associate Chief Justice) are appointed by the federal cabinet, on recommendation of the Minister of Justice. Masters are appointed by the provincial cabinet, on recommendation of the Attorney General in consultation with the Chief Justice." (Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Supreme_Court_of_British_Columbia) Now, I would like to think that all of those people are objective, but they are appointed and we know that there are political appointments. They have a lot of discretion over the laws and judgments. I am willing to bet that the BC Liberals do know this and are betitng the farm (or do they know something we don't know) that the Supreme Courts are stacked against teachers? So, I am not sure if we can count on a WIN if we proceed with the court ruling. I think we would be better to negotiate and negotiate a better deal.Delete Reply retaSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:57 AM Yes...no...yes...no...The last two days have been this. I’ve read so many articles and comments over the past few months and, I can say, I have learned a lot. I know this is not a great deal for teachers right now. I will be voting yes. This is why… 1. The children. Without going into the multiple issues (e.g., grad, post secondary, trades, sports, global education/trips, planned activities, those with varying degrees of special needs, those that need a soft place to land, etc., etc.) the children need to get on with their education. 2. The parents. For many parents, this strike is a financial burden. We do not like to be called baby sitters, but for many living below the poverty line, school is a financial relief. Winter is coming; gas bills will be expensive. 3. Poverty. Remember, BC has the highest child poverty rate in Canada. Schools feed and clothe numerous children. 4. The other systems educators work collaboratively with. MFCD, CYMH, foster parents, group homes, and the multitude of non-profit agencies that support vulnerable children and families are bursting at the seams. We are a part of that team. 5. CUPE. While some have been paid during this strike, that money is coming from districts. It was not provided by the government. And, CUPE is a partner in education - from the bus drivers to the tech dept to custodians to secretaries to EAs and so on. 6. Small Businesses. In our little towns, the school district is the number one employer. There is a direct cause-effect relationship between loss of wage and loss of business. 7. Money. The amount of money that is needed to reverse the erosion of the public education system over numerous years cannot be recouped in one sitting. This agreement is a start. It’s not much but the stage has been set. 8. THE COURT CASE. That is why we were on strike. All the other stuff could have been resolved months ago, but our government was working hard to make the court case go away. Well, it still exists. I consider that the victory. We live to fight another day (as rhetorical as that sounds) AND I hope people actually read the ruling and think critically about how a loss could impact the future of the Charter of Rights, and the power of government to contravene those rights. I am guessing we will vote to ratify as so many fear “what’s next?” from this government. It’s nasty business, and I think legislation would be next. VALUING PUBLIC EDUCATION needs to come from a STRONG, CONSISTENT public voice. If we do ratify the agreement, and those in the profession and public think we've given up, we have not. We’ve been fighting for years. We just haven’t been heard… until now. ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:21 AM I understand your point of view, but sometimes you have to fight to get what you want. This is a VERY bad deal, considering: Other people get on average 2.5% salary increases last year and this year and the next and the rest of us get 1% and must feel happy if we do.? (https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html) THIS DEAL is a horrendously BAD deal for kids/parents as well, of course. We are going to continue to be humiliated and be the laughing stock of many people of this province. After a decade of paycuts, WOW, this is what they are willing to offer! WOW! WOW! WOW!Delete Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:30 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Reply Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:37 PM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:08 PM Let's cross our fingers! I think we need a general strike by all unions if CC legislates teachers back. It is time to put the foot down and tell her and the Liberals that, as in the movie Network,"I am mad as hell and I won't take it anymore!"Delete Reply Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 8:26 PM Needs help on some stats for an online debate Looking for the last 10 or 15 years of contractual salary increases in %. So, 1% for 2001, 0% for 2002,...ReplyDelete Children FirstSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:00 PM Well it's all done now. Really hope the teacher's can find another angle to deal with class size and composition as well as student funding. The government will make sure the coming court case never swings your way no matter what. 2nd most expensive place to live in the the world!!! Wonder why and where the money goes??? ReplyDelete AnonSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 PM I'm an outsider, but have followed closely this whole fiasco and this is a RAW deal. Your union hung you out to dry on this one - taking a really bad deal (clearly no one from the BCTF had rudimentary math skills in their toolbox) and then publicly encouraging to the media that teachers accept the deal....what choice did you have - a no vote would have outraged the public. I could go on and on, but the bottom line, in my opinion, is that your union better get some stronger leaders who are PR and technology savvy. Out with Iker and the rest of those who bargained on your behalf - they just got ......well , we know that happened. Whew, can't even believe how screwed you got, absolutely amazing - nothing meaningful gained in the big picture and only very minor gains for a small group of people, bigger losses for the majority.. Wow - I better stop now. Best of luck. Thanks for all you do for our children. ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ▼  September (9) Reflections on the BC Teacher Strike BC Teacher strike - Lessons learned Response to Sandy Garossino Will the Education Fund improve classroom conditio... Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Class composition: a human rights perspective Class size and composition - a short visual histor... Guest post - I WILL HOLD THE LINE Teachers - let your leadership know it is time to ... ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141007,www.huffingtonpost.com,http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/10/06/new-cats-in-art-photography_n_5923802.html?ir=Arts,This Amazing Contemporary Photography Project Is Devoted Entirely To Cats View mobile site October 7, 2014 Huffpost Arts Edition: U.S. Show/Hide Brasil BR Canada CA Deutschland DE España ES France FR Italia IT 日本 (Japan) JP 한국 (Korea) KR Maghreb MG United Kingdom UK United States US Follow Newsletters Get ArtsNewsletters Email address Enter Email Address Huffington Post Search Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search iOS app Android app More Log in Create Account Notifications 0 $USERNAME Profile Settings Logout FRONT PAGE Entertainment '7th Heaven' Star Reportedly Confesses To Child Molestation On Tape 382 Beyonce & Nicki Minaj Are Straight Up 'Flawless' In Paris Performance 19 Jennifer Lawrence Breaks Her Silence On Nude Photo Hack 0 Kendra Wilkinson Gets Candid About Those Cheating Rumors 14 Kris Jenner Opens Up About The Late Robert Kardashian 6 Go to Entertainment More in Entertainment Celebrity TV You Might Also Like Comedy Arts Books Food Style Weird News Moviefone Arts The Glamorous History Of Pin-Up Like You've Never Seen It Before 3 1 Here Are A Bunch Of F*cking Delightful Artsy Cat Photos. You're Welcome. 3 This Is What It Really Looks Like To Be A Modern Day Nun 8 New Animation-Inspired Art Show Will Make You Yearn For Saturday Morning Cartoons 0 Go to Arts More in Arts Painting Film Design Photography Theater Architecture You Might Also Like Books NY Los Angeles Books Can You Solve J.K. Rowling's Twitter Riddle? 82 Print Books Are Still Outselling Ebooks, Despite Dire Expectations 37 The Surprising Reason Why Reading REALLY Matters 3 Kurt Vonnegut's Advice For High Schoolers Is Advice For Us All 0 This Stunning Comic Will Help You Understand Depression 1 Go to Books More in Books Book Club Libraries In Crisis You Might Also Like Arts Food Education Media Recipes Black Voices Latino Voices Religion TV Well, We Didn't See This Doctor Who Monster Coming 23 Go to TV More in TV TV Replay TV Recaps TV Spoilers Maureen Ryan You Might Also Like Celebrity Media Comedy Arts Books Science WATCH: It's Time For A 'Blood Moon' 86 What Next For The Ebola Outbreak? Here's What The Math Says 125 Nobel Prize In Physics Awarded To American, Japanese Scientists 60 Here's Why The Night Sky Is Dark Even Though Jillions Of Stars Are Shining Light Our Way 19 This Scientist Has A Surprising Idea For Protecting Football Players 59 Go to Science More in Science Space Brain Earth Talk Nerdy To Me Weird Science You Might Also Like Tech Green Arts Religion Weird News Style Kylie Jenner Has A New Hair Line, All By Herself 0 The Easy Fall Haircut That Works For Everyone 0 8 Things Your Friends Really Need To Chill About 17 10 Totally Terrifying Halloween Nail Art Ideas 0 Amp Up Your Knuckle Rings With French Fries And Sushi 8 Go to Style More in Style The Beauty Page Fashion Trends Celebrity Style You Might Also Like Home Women Parents Weddings Travel Divorce Post 50 Home The 5 Best American Cities To Live In Right Now Are... 35 6 Gyms That Take In-Home Fitness To A Whole. New. Level. 4 Go to Home More in Home House Tours Cleaning Design Entertaining Real Estate Celebrity Homes You Might Also Like Style Food Healthy Living Arts HuffPost Live Next Ferguson & The Threat Of State Violence Next SCOTUS To Rule On Prisoner's Beard Tomorrow 'Felony' Star Jai Courtney LIVE Tomorrow Author & Therapist Linda Carroll LIVE Tomorrow Macy Gray LIVE Go to Huffpost Live All Sections News Politics WorldPost Business Small Business Money Media Sports Education Crime Weird News Good News Entertainment Entertainment Celebrity Comedy Arts & Culture Books TV Life & Style Healthy Living GPS for the Soul Style Home Taste Weddings Travel Parents Divorce Huff/Post 50 Marlo Thomas OWN Dr. Phil Tech & Science Tech Science Green Code Voices Women Black Voices Latino Voices Voces (en español) Gay Voices Religion College Teen Impact Local Chicago DC Denver Detroit Hawaii Los Angeles Miami New York San Francisco Our Mobile Apps: iOS Android HuffPost Live (iOS) GPS For The Soul (iOS) GPS For The Soul (Android) Arts & Culture Painting Film Design Photography Theater Music Dance Architecture Female Artists Art Meets Science On Our Radar ImageBlog The Glamorous History Of Pin-Up Like You've Never Seen It Before 2014-10-06 04:01:25 Gay Artist Will Spend 15 Days In A Glass Box To Explore The Meaning Of Grindr 2014-10-03 09:17:09 " class="async-img-load" /> 2014-10-02 16:44:21 This Dreamlike Flock Of Rainbow Sheep Actually Exists 2014-10-01 09:40:24 This Is What It Really Looks Like To Be A Modern Day Nun 2014-10-06 04:01:33 Miranda July Designed A Purse And It's Everything You Hoped It Would Be 2014-10-03 20:50:37 10 Painters Who Are Changing Their Medium In The 21 Century 2014-10-03 09:19:22 10 Eerily Adorable GIFs That Will Make You Feel Like A Kid Before Bedtime 2014-10-03 20:50:43 Here's One Way To Protest China's Preference For Boys 2014-10-03 09:01:42 How To Build A Gay And Lesbian Art Museum 2014-10-03 20:50:58 Previous Story Next Story This Amazing Contemporary Photography Project Is Devoted Entirely To Cats The Huffington Post  | By Katherine Brooks Email Posted: 10/06/2014 4:01 am EDT Updated: 10/06/2014 4:59 am EDT Share Tweet Email Comment tumblr stumble reddit When Jon Feinstein, co-founder of Humble Arts Foundation, sat down to name his cat-themed photography show, a few titles sprung to mind. "I Got 99 Cat Photos and a Bitch Ain’t One"? "These Cat Photos Will Blow Your Mind and You’ll Never Guess What Happened Next…”? “Henri Kittier Bresson, and the Canon of the Photo Meows”? Sadly, he went with a milder, less punny title -- "New Cats in Art Photography" -- but thankfully, the carefully curated selection of cat photos didn't suffer. With over 100 images, imagined by some of our favorite contemporary photographers, the digital exhibition is an homage to the internet age's obsession with all things feline. No pretension. Just cats. Jamie Campbell, "Saddest Kitten," 2012 Given the art world's penchant for sticking its nose up at low brow trends beloved by internet plebeians everywhere, Feinstein's project is pretty spectacular. "New Cats" shows off the work of artists like Jill Greenberg, Amy Stein and Madoka Hasegawa, and by giving the fur balls center frame for just a moment, Feinstein hopes to redirect admirers to the photographers' non-cat specific portraits. We admire the philosophy: you come for the scintillating cat photos, stay for the genuinely intriguing aesthetics. "Why do we love cats? Why are they one of the most viral entities known to post Generation X’ers and Millennials? Why are feline musings simultaneously click-bait dreams and equally one of the largest causes of social media animosity and 'de-friending?'" the exhibition description muses. "This exhibition won’t answer any of those questions. Nor will it project any theories on the impact of cats in our rapidly shifting contemporary photographic landscape, but it will give you a glimpse into how cats make their way into the work some of today’s most challenging (and diverse) photographers." Behold, a bunch of f*cking delightful cat photos. All the artists' names are linked, so you can head to their websites to see, you know, the non-cat stuff too. Sandra Stark, "Rayburn and the Watermelon," 2014 Rachelle Mozman, "Hannah," 2004 Ileana Hernandez, "Window Shopping," 2013 Marina Caneve, Untitled, 2014 Audrey Bardou, "Chat Loupe," 2011 Jill Greenberg, "Glitch Cat (Morris)," 2014 Noel Rodo-Vankeulen, "Black Cat," 2014 James Johnson, "Leap après la souris," 2013 Lex Thompson, "Kitten on the Crack," 2013 Adelaide Ivanova, "Adelaide," 2010 Robin Schwartz, "Jacob's Weekly Bath," 2009 Geralyn Shukwit, "Protected," 2013 Arne Svenson, "Strays," 2012 Jason Houge, "Cat Tree 2," 2013 Madoka Hasegawa, Untitled, From the series "Somewhere," 2013 Robin Schwartz, "Samantha," 2011 Alice Hargrave, "Pinky (love)," 1998 Natalia Wiernik, "The Protagonists," 2013 Barney Kulok, "Queen Benazir (reclining)," 2014 Earlier on HuffPost: Close  9 Art Techniques That Anyone Can Do To Jumpstart Creativity of   "The beginning draughtsman or painter should avoid drawing from photographs. This practice causes bad habits to form. "To start, always draw from life -- and not necessarily a model. Simple convex objects like apples, pots, opaque bottles, or smooth rocks or seashells are tremendous subjects of study. Training the mind to see form and understand how it sees form, and the hand to represent that understanding, is the start to gaining the visual artist's tools of expression." -Daniel Maidman, artist (Image: Daniel Maidman, The Red Pipes, oil on canvas, 24"x30", 2013) It is good to study a photographic scene slowly and carefully, observing how objects interact in space. Simply shifting your angle in space in relation to your subject can make or break the dynamism of a photograph. "Start out at a central point, then walk five feet to the left, five feet to the right, and keep photographing, observing how the spatial relationships shift with every step. Before you know it, you'll discover the 'sweet spot' from which to take your photograph." -Jade Doskow, teaches Architectural Photography and Modern Ruins at SVA (Image: Jade Doskow, 'Green Mystery House,' 2011) "Collage, whose invention originally is attributed to Picasso, presents as a simple technique: the utilization of assorted printed paper, which is then altered and rearranged by cutting, shaping, and then gluing to construct something entirely different from the original supply. An attractive advantage to constructing a collage is that ability to draw is helpful, but not at all necessary, as collage is design-oriented; allowing the artist to 'sketch' by manipulating glued bits of paper together to create both abstract and narrative compositions. "Unlike mixing oil or acrylic medium, complex printmaking, or sculpture, you can get started in a jiffy by selecting interesting sheets of the printed page and then cutting them up with a scissor or simply tearing them into pieces to reposition them and form the collage. Even though the paper materials are appropriated from another source, the adaptively re-used collage elements become unique, original and completely your own -- with collage, if you don’t have a particular plan in mind you can just begin on a whim!" -Bruce Helander, artist (Image courtesy of Bruce Helander Studio) "If you can cut, fold and paste (as in paper, poster board, etc.), you can make metal sculptures and small steel objects. "Cut shapes in thin sheet steel (18 gauge, less than 1/16 in. thick) with 'aviation' snips. Wear gloves and smooth any sharp edges with a metal file or sandpaper. Fold/bend parts using pliers or a table vise, or anything that can act as a wedge. Small non-weight bearing pieces can be epoxied, or notched and folded together. To attach bigger parts, make holes with a metal hand punch or electric drill using a drill bit for metal. Join pieces with hardware -- nuts and bolts, hammer rivets, pop rivets and riveter, or wire." -Marsha Trattner, teaches Metal Sculpture, Metal Furniture Fabrication and Creative Blacksmithing, as well as a Weekend Welding Workshop and Metal Works Without Welding in the summer at SVA (Image courtesy of Marsha Trattner) "Here is a quick and easy project with great results: 1) Mix gel medium with a small amount of water to create a more liquid consistency. 2) Apply mixture to the surface of the base object using the paintbrush. 3) Cut the fabric and arrange the pieces onto the object as desired. 4) Apply another coat of the gel medium on top of the fabric to ensure that it remains in place. 5) Cover the entire object and you're done!" -Saya Woolfalk, artist (Image courtesy of Saya Woolfalk) "When taking photographs in outdoor settings, especially when taking photos of landscapes use the natural elements to work in your advantage. They will provide drama, depth and uniqueness to your shots. Clouds could be a photographer's best friend but it requires a bit of patience to get the right mood in the shot. "The same can be said for shadows, fog and snow. Playing with natural light is fun and the results can be striking without using heavy and expensive equipment. If a manual setting in your camera is too cumbersome set your camera to auto focus and you are ready to go." -Jaime Rojo, photographer and co-founder of Brooklyn Street Art (Image: Colorado Prairie by Jaime Rojo) "Thinking outside the box is never that far a leap from your own self and the stuff you love to do anyway. I'm sure you've heard about 'journaling.' Anyone can do that. It's a wonderful practice in terms of doing lots of 'me-me-me' work. But don't feel self centered. It truly is a brave undertaking to venture deep into your own issues in order to experience any real life growth. From this place, now you could be ready to streamline your focus in terms of what you are documenting, and what makes aspects of your life original. "Try going beyond the 'Dear Diary' book, and start looking right under your nose for things your already do every day, things that interest you, subjects you already deal with. Try a journal that focuses on one of these things, using the materials that pertain to the subject, like an accumulative project. I did this by using elements from the garment manufacturing industry, as I grew up as a pattern cutter in my family's business. I started this project in 2004 and have accumulated hundreds of journal pieces. Now I install them in groupings of about 50 at a time, attached to the wall with sewing pins. "It's important to commit to your ideas, as 'stupid; as they might seem in the beginning, because concepts combined with the visual can really surprise you. Over time, you just might have a new style of documentation that has yet to be seen." -Carol Es, artist (Image: Carol Es, Drawing Installation, 46 Days, 2011) "Most of us enjoyed fingerpainting as children and surely it is still the most gloriously direct way of applying paint. The touch and feel of the artist is left up on the surface and the whole process is sensual, visceral and delightfully messy. I went back to it several years ago thinking that it would yield some adventurous and maybe slightly crude work. "To my surprise I found that if I used a delicate touch, laying the paint gently onto the canvas, I could get a very rich, alluring surface. The fact that placement is a little imprecise gave the work and intriguing softness and suggestiveness. I worked with oil on a fine linen, using the paint fairly thick so that it sat up on the surface. I used a barrier cream to keep the paint out of my pores and avoided toxic pigments like lead whites or cadmiums. "My last exhibition in New York was a show of images from my English childhood painted from memory in this technique. Adopting this childish technique allowed me better access to the memory and feel of childhood." -John A. Parks, artist and teacher of courses in Realist Techniques, Portrait Painting, Drawing and Gouache techniques at SVA (Image: John A. Parks, “HIde and Seek” 2012. Oil on Linen. 20” x 30”) "I’m always encouraging my students to understand the basics of traditional animation and apply this your personal concepts, style, story or abstract ideas. "It all starts with drawing. The rough idea of drawings, doodles, enthusiasm and sketches plays such a major part in the process of animation. We begin by drawing on paper and creating a personal stylistic approach, making drawings that move, a flow of story, design, animation principles, expressionistic style and content. The computers are there to make the finished film look colored and composited. "There is no such thing as good or bad in art …it’s making it better. That's important. Take the principals and most of all give it your signature of personal style. Create images you want to see." -Martin Abrahams, Instructor of Animation at SVA  Share  Tweet  ✖ Advertisement Share this ✖ close Current Slide More: Cats in Art Photography Cat Photography Cats Cat Art Humble Arts Foundation Jon Feinstein New Cats in Art Photography Suggest a correction   Click here to view Conversations Conversations Suggested For You FOLLOW HUFFPOST Email Email Address Options The Morning Email Arts Get top stories and blog posts emailed to me each day.. Facebook HuffPost Arts Twitter HuffPost Follow Arts Follow Google Plus HuffPost Arts RSS Most Popular on HuffPost Latest News Arts All RSS / Feeds Phone Available on the App Store Android App on Google Play Get it at Blackberry App World Every Simpsons Couch Gag at the Same Time Why Aren’t We Talking About Chadwick Boseman? Gone Girl, Psycho, and How David Fincher Steals From Alfred Hitchcock Slate Articles » Are Ratings Back Up For Bob's Burgers? Movie Characters Whose Legends Live On 11 More Superhero Movies That Almost Happened Crowd Ignite » Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search Advertise Log In Make HuffPost your Home Page RSS Careers FAQ User Agreement Privacy Comment Policy About Us About Our Ads Contact Us Copyright ©2014 TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. "The Huffington Post" is a registered trademark of TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. All rights reserved. Part of AOL Lifestyle Use this form to alert a HuffPost editor about a factual or typographical error in this story. Notify message * Required * * * What kind of error is this? Choose an option Factual or typographical Comment moderation problem Rights and permissions Other * What is the correction? 0 count Describe the error here (1,000 character limit) * Type the words below so we know you are not a cyborg Sign me up for The Morning Email Thank you!)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=22386&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 23, Number 5, March 2011   Making it better Antihomophobia education in our classrooms By Shannon Lanaway  In September 2010, columnist Dan Savage received a letter written by an individual identified as “Gay victim who survived.” The writer described how a gay 15-year-old boy from Illinois had committed suicide due to homophobic bullying. The boy’s Facebook memorial page had been defaced with homophobic slurs. The writer asked Dan, “What can we do about homophobic bullying in schools?” Dan’s initial response was to condemn religious organizations who have opposed antihomophobia educational programs offered in schools. Savage made a connection to the suicide of youth who experi-ence homophobic bullying in rural and suburban areas that do not have access to lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer (LGBTQ) organizations or services to support queer and questioning youth. He further identified parents who cannot accept that their child could be gay, who far too often kick their children out of the house, rendering them homeless. Savage included several responses to his blog regarding Billy Lucas’ suicide. One individual wrote about how he wished he had had the opportunity to talk to Billy, “That however bad things were, however isolated and alone he was, it gets better.” What followed was the highly popular You Tube Channel called “It Gets Better.” Where LGBTQ adults and allies of all backgrounds came forward and made videos letting queer youth and children from same gender families know that it does indeed, get better. (www.youtube.com/watch?v=5p-AT18d9lU&feature=player_embedded) Over the past year, the media has reported on the suicides of nine LGBTQ youth in Canada and the USA. These highly publicized cases have renewed the call for anti-homophobia education at all grade levels in Canada and the USA. The LGBTQ Action group for the BCTF Committee on Action for Social Justice (CASJ) created their own video in response to this action. Visit “It Gets Better Project- BC Teachers.” (bctf.ca/SocialJustice.aspx?id=21294) This international grassroots initiative encouraged youth that life would get better after they graduated from school. While the intent behind it was positive, what we need to now be asking ourselves is: “What am I currently doing to make my classroom and school accepting of LGBTQ students and same gender families?” Teachers are beginning to be supported by local boards for their work in the area of antihomophobia education. Twelve school districts in BC have LGBTQ policies in place now. Most of these are in rural communities. Six more districts are in varying stages of policy development under the leadership of teachers and their local unions. The BCTF, Pride Education Network, and Out in Schools have created an extensive online database of resources, lesson plans, posters, DVDs, etc. that teachers can use in their classrooms. Gay Straight Alliance (GSA) Clubs now exist in 65 secondary schools in BC. The BCTF has supported the formation of these clubs for the past decade. Pride Education Network provides bursaries to schools starting GSA clubs. The Day of Pink is celebrated in many schools across the province in February. It is an ideal time to discuss the real harms of homophobia, transphobia, and gender-based teasing in our classrooms. With the upcoming Day of Silence (April 16) and International Day Against Homophobia (May 17) there will be more opportunities for you to act. The BCTF has submitted a resolution to the 2011 Canadian Labor Congress Convention calling for a national “Making It Better” campaign to lobby provincial education ministries on making all schools safe, inclusive, and more accepting for LGBTQ youth and same-gender families. If you believe that every student deserves a safe place to learn, please become involved. Every student has a right to learn to their full academic, social, and emotional potential. As educators, we all have a moral and legal obligation to be changemakers where others too often fall silent. Our students should not have to be silent about their lives in order to survive. One child lost is one too many. We all have the power to make it better. For LGBTQ classroom resources go to: (bctf.ca/SocialJustice.aspx?id=17990) Shannon Lanaway is a TTOC in the Kootenay Lake District and a member of the BCTF LGBTQ action group. )
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141007,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/blogs/IntlSolidarity.aspx?blogid=91172,BCTF International Solidarity Blog  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources Home > Social Justice > Programs and Workshops > International Solidarity BCTF International Solidarity Blog Ecuador teacher leader found not guilty Permanent link Mary Zamora, a leader of the Ecuador Teachers Union has been freed on appeal. She had been jailed for eight years for purportedly libelling the President Rafael Correa in 2010. She was jailed for 'sabotage and terrorism' under laws dating from the era of military dictatorship, which sought to persecute and outlaw social protest.Teachers are jubilant at her release and insist that she was always innocent. Now however the justice system has agreed with that judgement. -  Thanks for this report from http://teachersolidarity.com/blog/ecuador-teachers-leader-freed Posted by Larry Kuehn 197 at 10/06/2014 2:15 PM Comments (0) Free the teacher union president in Ecuador Permanent link Several union leaders have been imprisoned in Ecuador, including the past president of the National Union of Teachers, Mary Zamora.  She is an English teacher and has been imprisoned as a resutl of her leadership role. Ecuador's populist president must stop persecuting labour and social leaders. That's the message we're asking trade unionists around the world to send today to Rafael Correa. An online campaign launched on LabourStart is expected to generate thousands of messages calling on Correa to free Dr Carlos Figueroa, ex-leader of the Ecuadorian Medical Federation, Cléver Jiménez Cabrera, the Pachakutik Movement parliamentarian, his advisor, Fernando Villavicencio Valencia, ex-leader of the oil workers' trade union, and Mary Zamora, ex-president of the National Union of Teachers. The jailed union leaders had asked the public prosecutor to investigate the propriety of the President’s order for military intervention to "rescue" him from the National Police Hospital in Quito during a political crisis in September 2010. The violent military action resulted in a number of deaths. Correa accused the union leaders of "hacking" his email; they claim they were merely investigating corruption. Public Services International, a global union representing millions of public sector workers, initiated the current campaign on LabourStart. Please take a moment to show your support for the campaign: http://www.labourstartcampaigns.net/show_campaign.cgi?c=2262&src=unionbook Posted by Larry Kuehn 197 at 24/04/2014 11:18 AM Comments (0) President of a Mexican union works from Vancouver Permanent link  Why has the president of a Mexican union been carrying out his duties in Vancouver, rather than in Mexico?  A puzzling question.  Napolean Gomez is the of the Mexican National Miners’ Union and has been forced into exile because of his campaigning to get a mining company to be held responsible for what he calls “industrial homicide.”  His members working in northern Mexico were trapped by a collapse of a mine.  The government and the company just left the miners to die.  He was seeking accountability of the Mexican government and the company.  They allowed unsafe conditions and abandoned the miners who paid the penalty for company greed and government corruption.  The government brought criminal charges against Gomez to try to shut him up.  He then came to Canada to avoid being unjustly imprisoned.  His members re-elected him as president and he has used technology to be engaged in the work of the union from a distance.  Gomez has written a book called Collapse of Dignity:  The story of a mining tragedy and the fight against greed and corruption in Mexico.  One commentator said the book is “a powerful testimony to the attack by corrupt politicians and cynical businessmen to silence a union and its leader.”  The Steelworkers’ union has been supporting Gomez in Vancouver as an act of solidarity.  Our teacher colleagues in Mexico have also faced repression and sometimes death when they stand up to the corruption in government and in their own union.  They have organized in the CNTE, a group within the SNTE teachers’ union to challenge corruption and democratize their national union.  If you are interested in how teacher unions in Canada work with colleagues in Mexico, you can find a link to an article posted at the bottom of the Tri-national Coalition webpage at http://bit.ly/1noJx2W.  Last Edited by Larry Kuehn 197 at 15/04/2014 3:20 PM Comments (0) Danger for teacher unionists in Colombia Permanent link Prof. Luis Grubert Ibarra, President FECODE on the dangers faced by teachers and trade unionists in Colombia    The context for what is happening in Colombia was set out by BCTF president, Jim Iker, when he introduced at the 2014 BCTF Annual General Meeting. By far the largest union in Colombia, FECODE represents more than 300,000 teachers and education workers across the country.  For many years now Colombia has been the most dangerous country in the world for trade unionists. Above all, it’s the most dangerous country in the world for teacher trade unionists. Here are some disturbing statistics from a study by Education International: Between 1999 and 2005, 1,174 trade unionists were murdered worldwide. The vast majority – 816 of them – were Colombian. And here’s the most shocking part: More than half of those – 416 – were teachers who were killed because they stood up for their union, their members, and their students. This is the kind of murderous situation that Luis and his colleagues confront on a daily basis. In the past year alone, 12 teachers have been killed. And while the number of assassinations is shocking, that’s only part of the violence they face. Forced disappearances, arbitrary imprisonment, and physical attacks, including torture, are commonplace. Repeated death threats cause many members to flee their homes and jobs, sometimes going into internal exile or seeking sanctuary abroad. Exacerbating the problem is the impunity enjoyed by the perpetrators of the violence. Virtually no one is ever arrested for murders or other crimes committed against trade unionists in Colombia.  The national union confederation says that in over 97% of assassinations nobody has been convicted. Despite this incredibly difficult reality, Luis and the members of FECODE continue the struggle. Last September they launched a national strike demanding: an end to privatisation, payment of salaries owed to them, decent working conditions in schools, and an end to the campaign of oppression and intimidation against trade unionists. A video recording of Luis’ speech, in Spanish and English translation, can be found on the BCTF YouTube channel at http://bit.ly/R1ANFy  Last Edited by Larry Kuehn 197 at 09/04/2014 4:44 PM Comments (0) << October 2014 >> Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat       1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31   Blogroll Archive June 2014 April 2014 Subjects Recent Posts Ecuador teacher leader found not guilty Free the teacher union president in Ecuador President of a Mexican union works from Vancouver Danger for teacher unionists in Colombia About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet ""Everyone laughed when I said I wanted to open a button store" http://t.co/4AVIQWDBfB #smallbiz #entrepreneur" @naomiyamamoto - 06:39pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=14156,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 1997 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 9, Number 7, May/June 1997 Grievetalk by Lynne Sinclair I have always liked the grievance that resulted in a direct and immediate benefit for teachers. Such was the case with two recent Vancouver grievances, both dealing with post-and-fill issues. The first grievance was about whether teachers on temporary appointments have the right to prior consideration for placement after June 15 and what prior consideration means. The Vancouver language has post-and-fill priority bands whereby positions are filled in priority order, but after June 15 vacancies are not posted and the employer fills the positions from people not yet on assignment. In addition, Vancouver has language in another article that gives teachers who are on or who held a temporary contract in the past three years prior consideration for positions. The employer did not place a number of teachers in this category after the regular post-and-fill process, claiming that they were not entitled to prior consideration over the summer. Arbitrator Marguerite Jackson upheld the grievance, ruling that over the summer period, teachers who had held temporary contracts must be given prior consideration over individuals not within the priority groups above them in the post-and-fill language. She further ruled that prior consideration means that the teacher on temporary contract with the necessary qualifications is to be awarded the position over anyone not in a higher priority band. This is a significant interpretation of prior consideration and will assist locals around the province in fighting for the rights of internal applicants. Thanks to the tireless efforts of the Vancouver locals, many teachers have been given positions and continuing appointments. In another post-and-fill grievance, Arbitrator Marguerite Jackson mediated a settlement by which 25 teachers will receive continuing appointments and a portion of their salary as far back as two years. In addition, nine teachers who had left the district will receive some retroactive salary from September 1, 1995, until the date they left the district and will be entitled, if available, to a permanent TOC position from April 1, 1997 until June 30, 1997 and to apply and participate in the post-and-fill process this spring as internal candidates. The employer had flagrantly violated the post-and-fill rules of the collective agreement by not posting vacancies and by making placements without regard for the priority bands in the post-and-fill process. Again, lots of work by the Vancouver locals has had a huge payoff for many teachers who would otherwise be un/underemployed and without tenure. As the post-and-fill process gears up for next year, all members should be vigilant of their rights--we fought hard to win them and the results are rewarding! In particular, TOCs and teachers on temporary contract may need the added eyes and ears of their colleagues in ensuring that posted positions are applied for, etc. Good luck to any of you who are thinking of applying this spring. Lynne Sinclair is the BCTF's grievance co-ordinator. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media last tweet "" @ - 12:00am Follow @ last post "" facebook/ - Jan 1st Like Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Touring a natural gas drilling rig with @MLA Mike Bernier, and Brian from EnCana http://t.co/AifdJ4H07b" @Teresa_Wat - 06:01pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/FassbenderMLA?lang=th,Peter Fassbender (@FassbenderMLA) | ทวิตเตอร์ ทวิตเตอร์ คําค้นหา ค้นหาทวิตเตอร์ รายการค้นหาที่บันทึกไว้ ลบ บัญชีตัวจริง @ ผู้ใช้ที่แนะนํา บัญชีตัวจริง @ บัญชีตัวจริง @ ภาษา: ภาษาไทย Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 มีบัญชีผู้ใช้อยู่แล้ว? เข้าสู่ระบบ เพิ่งเริ่มใช้ทวิตเตอร์? มาเล่นกันเถอะ! » เข้าสู่ระบบ โทรศัพท์ อีเมล หรือชื่อผู้ใช้ รหัสผ่าน เข้าสู่ระบบ จํารหัสผ่าน ลืมรหัสผ่าน? ใช้ทวิตเตอร์ผ่าน SMS อยู่แล้ว? Peter Fassbender บัญชีตัวจริง @FassbenderMLA ทวีต 1,463 รูปถ่าย/วิดีโอ 157 กําลังติดตาม 684 ผู้ติดตาม 3,972 รายการโปรด 38   เพิ่มเติม รายการโปรด รายชื่อ เลิกปิดเสียง @FassbenderMLA ปิดเสียง @FassbenderMLA ติดตาม กําลังติดตามอยู่ เลิกติดตาม ถูกบล็อค ยกเลิกการบล็อค รอดําเนินการ ยกเลิก Peter Fassbenderบัญชีตัวจริง @FassbenderMLA Proud MLA for the people of #SurreyFleetwood in beautiful #BritishColumbia, Minister of #Education, BC Government Surrey-Fleetwood, BC peterfassbendermla.ca 157 รูปภาพหรือวิดีโอ ทวีต ทวีต ทวีตและการตอบกลับ Peter Fassbender รีทวีต Anita Huberman @anitahuberman  ·  2 ต.ค. Looking forward to tonight's Kick-off for Manufacturing month in Surrey. 6-8pm at Sheraton. @SBofT ตอบกลับ 0 ตอบกลับ รีทวีต รีทวีตแล้ว 2 รีทวีต 2 ชื่นชอบ ชื่นชอบแล้ว 0 รายการโปรด เพิ่มเติม เผยแพร่ทวีต Peter Fassbender รีทวีต BC Finance Committee @BCFinanceComm  ·  23 ก.ย. What are your priorities for Budget 2015? You can make a submission to the Finance Committee at: #bcpoli http://ow.ly/BH95W  ตอบกลับ 0 ตอบกลับ รีทวีต รีทวีตแล้ว 4 รีทวีต 4 ชื่นชอบ ชื่นชอบแล้ว 0 รายการโปรด เพิ่มเติม เผยแพร่ทวีต Peter Fassbender รีทวีต Naomi Yamamoto @naomiyamamoto  ·  25 ก.ย. @CityofSurrey wins Open for Business Award! @SBofT @FassbenderMLA @marvinhunt4bc @amrikvirkbc @MLACadieux #smallbiz pic.twitter.com/rsw9M78spx ดูรูปภาพและวิดีโอเพิ่มเติม ตอบกลับ 0 ตอบกลับ รีทวีต รีทวีตแล้ว 8 รีทวีต 8 ชื่นชอบ ชื่นชอบแล้ว 3 รายการโปรด 3 เพิ่มเติม เผยแพร่ทวีต Peter Fassbender รีทวีต Jane Thornthwaite @jthornthwaite  ·  24 ก.ย. Improve literacy by supporting the @VancouverSun #RaiseAReader Campaign #northvan @FassbenderMLA @bcedplan http://www.vancouversun.com/news/raise-a-reader/index.html?__federated=1 … ตอบกลับ 0 ตอบกลับ รีทวีต รีทวีตแล้ว 3 รีทวีต 3 ชื่นชอบ ชื่นชอบแล้ว 0 รายการโปรด เพิ่มเติม เผยแพร่ทวีต Peter Fassbender @FassbenderMLA  ·  23 ก.ย. #LNGinBC = 100,000 jobs 4 #BC. #findyourfit helps #BC youth explore skills training opps. http://ow.ly/AS4Ca  #surreybc ตอบกลับ 0 ตอบกลับ รีทวีต รีทวีตแล้ว 4 รีทวีต 4 ชื่นชอบ ชื่นชอบแล้ว 0 รายการโปรด เพิ่มเติม เผยแพร่ทวีต Peter Fassbender รีทวีต Amrik Virk @amrikvirkbc  ·  20 ก.ย. Beautiful morning at City Hall celebrating PICS #smallbiz expo. pic.twitter.com/HXJsertIjf Marvin Hunt, Peter Fassbender และ Richard T Lee ดูรูปภาพและวิดีโอเพิ่มเติม ตอบกลับ 0 ตอบกลับ รีทวีต รีทวีตแล้ว 3 รีทวีต 3 ชื่นชอบ ชื่นชอบแล้ว 4 รายการโปรด 4 เพิ่มเติม เผยแพร่ทวีต Peter Fassbender @FassbenderMLA  ·  4 ก.ย. BCTF confirms same gap as BCPSEA: well over $300 m per year. Nowhere near affordability zone of other union agreements. #bced #bcpoli ตอบกลับ 0 ตอบกลับ รีทวีต รีทวีตแล้ว 20 รีทวีต 20 ชื่นชอบ ชื่นชอบแล้ว 10 รายการโปรด 10 เพิ่มเติม เผยแพร่ทวีต Peter Fassbender @FassbenderMLA  ·  4 ก.ย. The math: 547,985 students (559k less 11k intnl students) x $3 a day x 193 days (187 instructional & 6 ProD) = $317m per year! = BIG GAP ตอบกลับ 0 ตอบกลับ รีทวีต รีทวีตแล้ว 28 รีทวีต 28 ชื่นชอบ ชื่นชอบแล้ว 12 รายการโปรด 12 เพิ่มเติม เผยแพร่ทวีต Peter Fassbender @FassbenderMLA  ·  4 ก.ย. (1) BCTF says financial gap is small: $3 per student per day. But let’s do the math. #bced #bcpoli ตอบกลับ 0 ตอบกลับ รีทวีต รีทวีตแล้ว 16 รีทวีต 16 ชื่นชอบ ชื่นชอบแล้ว 9 รายการโปรด 9 เพิ่มเติม เผยแพร่ทวีต Peter Fassbender รีทวีต Amrik Virk @amrikvirkbc  ·  26 ก.ค. @FassbenderMLA, there's something on shirt! @HoneybeeCentre pic.twitter.com/3zSFNZGBMT ดูรูปภาพและวิดีโอเพิ่มเติม ตอบกลับ 0 ตอบกลับ รีทวีต รีทวีตแล้ว 9 รีทวีต 9 ชื่นชอบ ชื่นชอบแล้ว 10 รายการโปรด 10 เพิ่มเติม เผยแพร่ทวีต Peter Fassbender รีทวีต Amrik Virk @amrikvirkbc  ·  26 ก.ค. Just hanging with several thousand baby bees @FassbenderMLA @HoneybeeCentre pic.twitter.com/yJ9w637Fcr ดูรูปภาพและวิดีโอเพิ่มเติม ตอบกลับ 0 ตอบกลับ รีทวีต รีทวีตแล้ว 4 รีทวีต 4 ชื่นชอบ ชื่นชอบแล้ว 3 รายการโปรด 3 เพิ่มเติม เผยแพร่ทวีต Peter Fassbender รีทวีต Tourism Surrey @TourismSurrey  ·  25 ก.ค. Tomorrow, be sure to check out the Honeybee Festival by Fraser Hwy & Hwy 15! It'll be a buzzing good time! #FoodWithThought... ตอบกลับ 0 ตอบกลับ รีทวีต รีทวีตแล้ว 1 รีทวีต 1 ชื่นชอบ ชื่นชอบแล้ว 1 รายการโปรด 1 เพิ่มเติม เผยแพร่ทวีต Peter Fassbender รีทวีต The Now Newspaper @TheNowNewspaper  ·  24 ก.ค. What will you "bee" doing this weekend? #Cloverdale's Honeybee Centre is hosting a free weekend-long festival #Surrey http://ow.ly/zycc5  ดูข้อมูลสรุป ตอบกลับ 0 ตอบกลับ รีทวีต รีทวีตแล้ว 2 รีทวีต 2 ชื่นชอบ ชื่นชอบแล้ว 0 รายการโปรด เพิ่มเติม เผยแพร่ทวีต Peter Fassbender รีทวีต BC Liberal Caucus @BCLiberalCaucus  ·  3 มิ.ย. Don't miss #SurreyBC - Fleetwood MLA & Education Minister @FassbenderMLA on #ShawTV's Constituency Report! 2pm, channel 4. #bcpoli ตอบกลับ 0 ตอบกลับ รีทวีต รีทวีตแล้ว 2 รีทวีต 2 ชื่นชอบ ชื่นชอบแล้ว 0 รายการโปรด เพิ่มเติม เผยแพร่ทวีต Peter Fassbender รีทวีต BC Liberal Caucus @BCLiberalCaucus  ·  2 มิ.ย. Constituency Report w/ #SurreyBC - Fleetwood's @FassbenderMLA is on #ShawTV 4 at 530pm! He talks #bced, #Vaisakhi, @CloverdaleRodeo & more! ตอบกลับ 0 ตอบกลับ รีทวีต รีทวีตแล้ว 1 รีทวีต 1 ชื่นชอบ ชื่นชอบแล้ว 1 รายการโปรด 1 เพิ่มเติม เผยแพร่ทวีต Richmond, British Columbia Peter Fassbender รีทวีต Paige MacFarlane @edupaige  ·  30 พ.ค. . @FassbenderMLA at the podium #bccpac2014 talking about the pace of change in education @bcedplan pic.twitter.com/H4t7VkvDSW ดูรูปภาพและวิดีโอเพิ่มเติม ตอบกลับ 0 ตอบกลับ รีทวีต รีทวีตแล้ว 3 รีทวีต 3 ชื่นชอบ ชื่นชอบแล้ว 1 รายการโปรด 1 เพิ่มเติม เผยแพร่ทวีต Richmond, British Columbia Peter Fassbender รีทวีต Paige MacFarlane @edupaige  ·  30 พ.ค. . @FassbenderMLA addressing crowd at #bccpac2014 - shining light on the work of @jthornthwaite as Parliamentary Sec for parent engagement ตอบกลับ 0 ตอบกลับ รีทวีต รีทวีตแล้ว 2 รีทวีต 2 ชื่นชอบ ชื่นชอบแล้ว 1 รายการโปรด 1 เพิ่มเติม เผยแพร่ทวีต Peter Fassbender รีทวีต Jane Thornthwaite @jthornthwaite  ·  30 พ.ค. Pres @TerryBerting welcoming delegates @BCCPAC convention @FassbenderMLA @edupaige #bced pic.twitter.com/yylbALUOzW ดูรูปภาพและวิดีโอเพิ่มเติม ตอบกลับ 0 ตอบกลับ รีทวีต รีทวีตแล้ว 2 รีทวีต 2 ชื่นชอบ ชื่นชอบแล้ว 0 รายการโปรด เพิ่มเติม เผยแพร่ทวีต Peter Fassbender @FassbenderMLA  ·  27 พ.ค. Average class sizes in British Columbia - Kindergarten - 19.3 students, Gr. 1-3 - 21.5, Gr. 4-7 - 25.7, Gr. 8-12 - 23.0 #bced ตอบกลับ 0 ตอบกลับ รีทวีต รีทวีตแล้ว 15 รีทวีต 15 ชื่นชอบ ชื่นชอบแล้ว 2 รายการโปรด 2 เพิ่มเติม เผยแพร่ทวีต Peter Fassbender @FassbenderMLA  ·  26 พ.ค. Here is some information for parents about @BCTF strike action in our schools: http://www.newsroom.gov.bc.ca/downloads/Information_for_Parents_on_BCTF_Strike.pdf … ตอบกลับ 0 ตอบกลับ รีทวีต รีทวีตแล้ว 4 รีทวีต 4 ชื่นชอบ ชื่นชอบแล้ว 2 รายการโปรด 2 เพิ่มเติม เผยแพร่ทวีต ทวิตเตอร์นั้นอาจจะรองรับปริมาณผู้เข้าใช้ไม่ไหว หรืออาจจะเกิดอาการสะดุดนิดหน่อย ลองใหม่ ดูที่สถานะของทวิตเตอร์สําหรับข้อมูลเพิ่มเติม ปิด Peter Fassbender ได้ติดตาม ไม่พลาดทุกความเคลื่อนไหวจาก Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood, BC · ปรับเปลี่ยน © 2014 ทวิตเตอร์ เกี่ยวกับ ช่วยเหลือ ข้อมูลโฆษณา ปิด ความนิยม ความนิยมที่จัดมาสําหรับคุณ ความนิยมเป็นอีกวิธีหนึ่งที่จะทําให้คุณใกล้ชิดกับสิ่งที่คุณสนใจ โดยจะถูกปรับเปลี่ยนตามตําแหน่งที่ตั้งของคุณ และขึ้นอยู่กับว่าคุณติดตามใครบ้าง ปรับเปลี่ยน ใช้ความนิยมที่จัดมาให้ ดูความนิยมจากทั่วโลก เสร็จสิ้น ไม่สนใจ ปิด ก่อนหน้า ต่อไป ปิด ไปยังหน้าโปรไฟล์ รายการค้นหาที่บันทึกไว้ ลบ บัญชีตัวจริง @ ผู้ใช้ที่แนะนํา บัญชีตัวจริง @ บัญชีตัวจริง @ ปิด รีทวีตข้อความนี้ไปยังผู้ติดตามของคุณ? ยกเลิก รีทวีต ปิด คุณแน่ใจแล้วหรือว่าต้องการลบทวีตนี้? ยกเลิก ลบ ปิด บล็อค ยกเลิก บล็อค เพิ่มตําแหน่งปัจจุบันไปยังทวีตของคุณ เมื่อคุณทวีตพร้อมกับตําแหน่ง ทวิตเตอร์จะเก็บตําแหน่งนั้นไว้ คุณสามารถเปิด/ปิดการระบุตําแหน่งได้ในแต่ละครั้งที่ทวีต และยังสามารถเลือกที่จะลบตําแหน่งในทวีตเก่าๆ ของคุณได้ทุกเมื่อ ศึกษาเพิ่มเติม เปิดตําแหน่ง ไม่ใช่ตอนนี้ ปิดการระบุตําแหน่ง ปิด โปรไฟล์โดยย่อ ปิด รายชื่อของคุณ ปิด สร้างรายชื่อใหม่ ชื่อของรายชื่อ คําอธิบาย ไม่เกิน 100 ตัวอักษร (ไม่บังคับ) ความเป็นส่วนตัว สาธารณะ · ทุกคนสามารถติดตามรายชื่อนี้ได้ ส่วนตัว · เฉพาะคุณที่สามารถเข้าถึงรายชื่อนี้ได้ เก็บรายชื่อ ปิด ปิด ฝังทวีตนี้ เพิ่มทวีตไปยังเว็บไซต์ของคุณโดยการคัดลอกโค้ดด้านล่าง ศึกษาเพิ่มเติม อืม เกิดข้อผิดพลาดในการติดต่อเซิร์ฟเวอร์ของเรา ลองอีกที? รวมถึงทวีตต้นทาง รวมสื่อด้วย ดูตัวอย่าง ปิด สมัครสมาชิกทวิตเตอร์ ไม่มีทวิตเตอร์? ลงทะเบียน เพื่อเปิดรับรู้สิ่งใหม่ๆ อัพเดทข่าวสารพร้อมไปกับเรา มีบัญชีผู้ใช้อยู่แล้ว? เข้าสู่ระบบ » ปิด โค้ดย่อ (ส่งและรับ) แบบไปกลับ ประเทศ Code สําหรับลูกค้าของ สหรัฐอเมริกา 40404 (อะไรก็ได้) แคนาดา 21212 (อะไรก็ได้) สหราชอาณาจักร 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 บราซิล 40404 Nextel, TIM เฮติ 40404 Digicel, Voila ไอร์แลนด์ 51210 Vodafone, O2 อินเดีย 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance อินโดนีเซีย 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata อิตาลี 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » ดูรหัส SMS ของประเทศอื่นๆ ปิด การยืนยัน)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11290,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2001 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 14, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 2001 La solidarite: vous l'avez demontree! Le vote a été pris et le résultat est retentissant ! 91,4% en faveur ! Mais, reprenez vite votre souffle car de nouveaux défis nous font face. Vous connaissez bien les propositions que la FECB débat avec ardeur à la table de négociations. Vous avez eu l’occasion de participer à des sessions d’informations au niveau local. Et vous vous tenez au courant, en consultant les bulletins de négociations et surtout en discutant avec vos collègues, des enjeux qui découlent des sessions de négociations. Et c’est pour cela qu’il faut continuer à s’impliquer dans les actions que votre syndicat proposera dans les prochaines semaines. C’est le temps... Notre slogan nous rappelle que c’est maintenant le temps de faire valoir notre profession auprès des gens que nous côtoyons. C’est le temps de faire connaître notre travail journalier : enseignement, rencontres avec parents, réunions pédagogiques et administratives, sorties éducatives, projets, tournois, festivals, compétitions, et j’en passe. C’est le temps... d’en parler avec fierté et avec conviction. Les enjeux sont énormes ! On pourrait se retrouver, entre autres, sans limite au nombre d’élèves dans nos salles de classe sans ratio élèves-enseignants pour les collègues sans charge de classe sans clause concernant un processus pour régler les plaintes de parents sans clause concernant le nombre de préparations ou de niveaux avec une perte des droits acquis concernant le niveau de soutien pour les élèves à besoins spéciaux avec une limite au nombre de jours de congé de maladie attribués à une maladie. Vos chefs de file comptent sur votre énergie et votre collaboration pour les aider à accomplir les activités nécessaires pour faire avancer le processus de négociations. Ce qu’on fait aujourd’hui aura des répercussions à long terme. Ce sont nos conditions de travail et les conditions d’apprentissage des élèves, pour les années à venir, qui sont en jeu ! Protégeons nos acquis et visons une reconnaissance monétaire digne de notre profession. – Paule Desgroseilliers, Directrice adjointe au perfectionnement Synopsis Although BCTF has received a strong "yes" vote, members need to continue to remain informed and get involved in community outreach activities. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12646,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 1999 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 12, Number 1, September 1999 Health and safety activism works by Dan Kenning In Vancouver over the past year, the Vancouver Elementary Teachers’ Association (VESTA) has become progressively more successful in holding management accountable for providing us with safer, healthier workplaces. But it has been a long struggle and there is still much to do. Some of our recent history in increasing H&S accountability may sound familiar to you. The struggle to enforce our H&S rights On May 15, 1997, VESTA presented its submission to The Royal Commission on Workers’ Compensation, a 16-page document outlining district-wide concerns in Vancouver elementary schools yet to be resolved by the Vancouver School Board (VSB). In the autumn of 1997, various VSB senior management committees acknowledged many of our concerns and arranged for half-day training sessions for administrative officers (AOs), CUPE, and VESTA reps to ensure that the duties of worksite H&S committees be consistent throughout the district. These were completed in the spring of 1998. In June of 1998, newly assigned WCB safety and hygiene officers admitted that it appeared that the VSB had an Occupational H&S Program on paper but that it did not translate into functioning committees. Throughout the fall of 1998, we documented ongoing violations in a series of letters to the VSB and the WCB and after some very serious incidents in November, we stated that we were prepared to share our documentation with the press and senior management personnel of the WCB. Within weeks, two elementary schools were inspected and many orders were written (see “WCB issues orders”). If the VSB does not comply with these orders and repeat orders they face up to $70,000 in fines. VESTA and VSTA H&S representatives have been consulted regarding the compliance plan timeline, the new VSB Occupational H&S Policy Manual, the training of worksite H&S reps, and the design of a risk assessment for the prevention of violence in the workplace. Management seems to be exhibiting a new spirit of consultation and co-operation and we have taken some satisfaction in seeing our vigilance and documentation of our H&S concerns finally achieve some action. We must protect our PD days Only some of the WCB orders written on the Vancouver district are violence prevention-related but as the VSB has been put on a short timeline to comply, the manner of our training and the time provided may have implications for the entire province about the use of professional development days for WCB-mandated H&S training. The BCTF is opposed to the use of our PD days for this purpose. Locals will have to be vigilant in ensuring that we receive H&S training during work (instructional) time just as do other workers in the province. Bill 14 requires employers to provide paid release time for H&S committee reps. Adminstrative officers must be properly trained One of the first expectations of the WCB of the VSB compliance plan was for administrators to be reminded of their duty as worksite managers to ensure a safe and healthy workplace. Administrators received training in policies and the WCB Regulation, and were expected to present them to school staffs. The method of delivery of this information was inconsistent and inadequate. A few administrative officers used professional development time, some called lunch-hour meetings (a violation of the Employment Standards Act) and many called after-school meetings. We informed the VSB that the administrative officers had been inadequately prepared to present policies and keep a record of who had received the training. We further stated that training must be during work time just as it is for all other workers in the province. Violent incident reports and violence prevention training With the tragic events in the spring of 1999 in schools in Littleton, Colorado, Tabor, Alberta, and numerous potentially violent incidents in B.C., the need for training for the prevention of violence in schools has received a much higher profile than other H&S issues. In Vancouver, administrative officers were informed that they must ensure that an employee fill out a Violent Incident Report (VIR) if that employee believed the behaviour or threat of a student, parent, stranger, or another employee might result in an injury to the employee. Did administrative officers understand their duty? Since April 1999, we have investigated cases of administrative officers ripping up VIRs or talking members into not filling out the reports. We have informed the WCB of these incidents and the VSB has been told to stop this behaviour. We are currently investigating cases where information regarding threats by students and the violent history of expelled students is not shared with the existing staff or with the new school staff, clear violations of our right to know about the potential for violence. We need a “safe schools” day This fall we suspect the VSB may try to use AOs as trainers in after-school sessions or on our professional days. We will continue to challenge these violations. Other locals may face this struggle for proper H&S training in the near future. VESTA is advocating for a “Safe Schools” non-instructional day throughout the province. The time is right for such a day. The Minister of Education announced there is a million dollars to provide binders on violence prevention. Binders are not adequate without training. We believe provincial politicians and parents would support collaborative efforts to make schools safer and should welcome a “Safe Schools” non-instructional day. Lessons and successes In the past few years we have come a long way. Our VESTA H&S Standing Committee has been on a steep learning curve toward understanding our important rights to a safe and healthy workplace. WCB officers understand that we expect our rights to be enforced. We are pleased with their progress. We have observed some administrative officers resolve H&S issues in a non-adversarial manner. We hope that the senior management team has learned that obfuscating on thin ice is dangerous and counter productive.The VSB trustees failed in their duty to ensure that management comply with all occupational H&S regulations. We hope that parents, teachers, and other citizens of Vancouver will relieve them of those responsibilities in the November civic election. Our teachers and adult educators are learning that when we are vigilant and document our concerns we can improve our control of our H&S in our workplaces. We benefit, as do our students. We are all exposed to the same threats and we all breathe the same air. And, finally we need a venue for teachers from different locals to share their experiences and concerns about H&S. This need could be met if the BCTF established a H&S committee comprised of local representatives to ensure that all our schools, students, and teachers enjoy a healthy and safe environment. Dan Kenning teaches at Macdonald Elementary School, Vancouver, and is chair of the VESTA Health and Safety Standing Committee. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/contacts.cfm?page=superintendents&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true,BCTF Contacts Home E-mail Lists Links A to Z Index Contact Us Help SITE SEARCH Quick Links BCTF formsBCTF NewsFrançaisLabour linksPensionsTeacher NewsmagazineTeaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Contact Us > Boards of Education Superintendents Boards of Education Superintendents in BC 201213 Ms. Lynn Hauptman Superintendent of Schools SD #5 (Southeast Kootenay) 940 Industrial Road, No. 1 Cranbrook, BC V1C 4C6 Phone: 250-417-2079 Fax: 250-417-2081 lynn.hauptman@sd5.bc.ca Mr. Paul Carriere Superintendent of Schools SD #6 (Rocky Mountain) Box 430 (620-4th Street) Invermere, BC V0A 1K0 Phone: 250-342-9243 Fax: 250-342-6966 paul.carriere@sd6.bc.ca Mr. Jeff Jones Superintendent of Schools SD #8 (Kootenay Lake) 570 Johnstone Road Nelson, BC V1L 6J2 Phone: 250-505-7046 Fax: 250-352-6686 jjones@sd8.bc.ca Ms. Terry Taylor Acting Superintendent of Schools SD #10 (Arrow Lakes) Box 340 Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0 Phone: 250-265-3638 Fax: 250-265-3701 terrytaylor@sd10.bc.ca Mr. Mike Hooker Superintendent of Schools SD #19 (Revelstoke) Bag 5800, 1121 Vernon Ave Revelstoke, BC V0E 2S0 Phone: 250-837-2101 Fax: 250-837-9335 mhooker@sd19.bc.ca Mr. Greg Luterbach Superintendent of Schools SD #20 (Kootenay-Columbia) 2001 Third Avenue Trail, BC V1R 1R6 Phone: 250-368-2224 Fax: 250-364-2470 gluterbach@sd20.bc.ca Mr. Joe Rogers Superintendent of Schools SD #22 (Vernon) 1401 - 15th Street Vernon, BC V1T 8S8 Phone: 250-549-9226 Fax: 250-549-9200 jrogers@sd22.bc.ca Mr. Hugh Gloster Superintendent of Schools SD #23 (Central Okanagan) 1940 Underhill Street Kelowna, BC V1X 5X7 Phone: 250-470-3256 Fax: 250-870-5056 Hugh.Gloster@sd23.bc.ca Mr. Mark Thiessen Superintendent of Schools SD #27 (Cariboo-Chilcotin) 350 Second Avenue North Williams Lake, BC V2G 1Z9 Phone: 250-398-3824 Fax: 250-392-3600 mark.thiessen@sd27.bc.ca Ms. Sue Ellen Miller Superintendent of Schools SD #28 (Quesnel) 401 North Star Rd Quesnel, BC V2J 5K2 Phone: 250-992-8802 Fax: 250-992-7652 sueellenmiller@sd28.bc.ca Ms. Evelyn Novak Superintendent of Schools SD #33 (Chilliwack) 8430 Cessna Drive Chilliwack, BC V2P 7K4 Phone: 604-792-1321 Fax: 604-792-9665 Evelyn_Novak@sd33.bc.ca Mr. Kevin Godden Superintendent of Schools SD #34 (Abbotsford) 2790 Tims Street Abbotsford, BC V2T 4M7 Phone: 604-859-4891 Fax: 604-852-5898 kevin_godden@sd34.bc.ca Ms. Suzanne Hoffman Acting Superintendent of Schools SD #35 (Langley) 4875 - 222nd Street Langley, BC V3A 3Z7 Phone: 604-534-7891 Fax: 604-532-1405 shoffman@sd35.bc.ca Dr. Jodan Tinney Superintendent of Schools SD #36 (Surrey) 14033 92nd Avenue Surrey, BC V3V 0B7 Phone: 604-595-6308 Fax: 604-595-6309 tinney_j@sd36.bc.ca Ms. Dianne Turner Superintendent of Schools SD #37 (Delta) 4585 Harvest Drive Delta, BC V4K 5B4 Phone: 604-952-5340 Fax: 604-952-5379 dturner@deltasd.bc.ca Ms. Moneca Pamer Superintendent of Schools SD #38 (Richmond) 7811 Granville Avenue Richmond, BC V6Y 3E3 Phone: 604-668-6000 Fax: 604-233-0150 mpamer@sd38.bc.ca Mr. Steve Cardwell Superintendent of Schools SD #39 (Vancouver) 1580 West Broadway Vancouver, BC V6J 5K8 Phone: 604-713-5100 Fax: 604-713-5412 scardwell@vsb.bc.ca Mr. John Gaiptman Superintendent of Schools SD #40 (New Westminster) 1001 Columbia St. New Westminster, BC V3M 1C4 Phone: 604-517-6328 Fax: 604-517-6319 gaiptman@sd40.bc.ca Mr. Kevin Kaardal Superintendent of Schools SD #41 (Burnaby) 5325 Kincaid Street Burnaby, BC V5G 1W2 Phone: 604-296-6900 Fax: 604-296-6910 kevin.kaardal@sd41.bc.ca Ms. Laurie Meston Superintendent of Schools SD #42 (Maple Ridge) 22225 Brown Avenue Maple Ridge, BC V2X 8N6 Phone: 604-463-4200 Fax: 604-463-0573 Laurie.Meston@sd42.ca Mr. Tom Grant Superintendent of Schools SD #43 (Coquitlam) 550 Poirier Street Coquitlam, BC V3J 6A7 Phone: 604-939-9201 Fax: 604-936-2932 tgrant@sd43.bc.ca Mr. John Lewis Superintendent of Schools SD #44 (North Vancouver) 721 Chesterfield Avenue North Vancouver, BC V7M 2M5 Phone: 604-903-3444 Fax: 604-903-3449 jlewis@nvsd44.bc.ca Mr. Chris Kennedy Superintendent of Schools SD #45 (West Vancouver) 1075 - 21st Street West Vancouver, BC V7V 4A9 Phone: 604-981-1031 Fax: 604-981-1001 ckennedy@sd45.bc.ca Mr. Patrick Bocking Superintendent of Schools SD #46 (Sunshine Coast) Box 220, 494 South Fletcher Road Gibsons, BC V0N 1V0 Phone: 604-886-8811 Fax: 604-886-4489 pbocking@sd46.bc.ca Mr. Jay Yule Superintendent of Schools SD #47 (Powell River) 4351 Ontario Avenue Powell River, BC V8A 1V3 Phone: 604-414-2600 Fax: 604-485-6435 jyule@sd47.bc.ca Ms. Lisa McCullough Superintendent of Schools SD #48 (Sea to Sky) Box 250 Squamish, BC V0N 3G0 Phone: 604-892-5228 Fax: 604-892-1038 lmccullough@sd48.bc.ca Ms. Norma Hart Superintendent of Schools SD #49 (Central Coast) Bag 130 Hagensborg, BC V0T 1H0 Phone: 250-982-2691 Fax: 250-982-2319 nhart@sd49.bc.ca Mr. Angus Wilson Superintendent of Schools SD #50 (Haida Gwaii) Box 69 Queen Charlotte City, BC V0T 1S0 Phone: 250-559-8471 Fax: 250-559-8849 awilson@sd50.bc.ca Mr. Kevin Argue Superintendent of Schools SD #51 (Boundary) Box 640 (1021 Central Avenue) Grand Forks, BC V0H 1H0 Phone: 250-442-8258 Fax: 250-442-7737 kevin.argue@sd51.bc.ca Ms. Sandra Jones Superintendent of Schools SD #52 (Prince Rupert) 634 - 6th Avenue East Prince Rupert, BC V8J 1X1 Phone: 250-624-6717 Fax: 250-627-0772 sjones@sd52.bc.ca Ms. Beverly Young Superintendent of Schools SD #53 (Okanagan Similkameen) Box 1770 (34061 - 101st Street) Oliver, BC V0H 1T0 Phone: 250-498-3481 Fax: 250-498-4070 byoung@sd53.bc.ca Mr. Chris van der Mark Superintendent of Schools SD #54 (Bulkley Valley) Box 758 Smithers, BC V0J 2N0 Phone: 250-877-6831 Fax: 250-877-6835 ch-vandermark@sd54.bc.ca Mr. Brian Pepper Superintendent of Schools SD #57 (Prince George) 2100 Ferry Avenue Prince George, BC V2L 4R5 Phone: 250-561-6800 Fax: 250-561-6801 bpepper@sd57.bc.ca Mr. Stephen McNiven Superintendent of Schools SD #58 (Nicola Similkameen) Box 4100, Stn Main Merritt, BC V1K 1B8 Phone: 250-378-5161 Fax: 250-378-6263 smcniven@sd58.bc.ca Ms. Kathy Sawchuk Superintendent of Schools SD #59 (Peace River South) 11600 7th Street Dawson Creek, BC V1G 4R8 Phone: 250-782-8571 Fax: 250-782-3204 kathy_sawchuk@mail.sd59.bc.ca Mr. Dave Sloan Superintendent of Schools SD #60 (Peace River North) 10112 - 105 Avenue Fort St. John, BC V1J 4S4 Phone: 250-262-6000 Fax: 250-262-6046 dsloan@prn.bc.ca Ms. Sherri Bell Superintendent of Schools SD #61 (Greater Victoria) 556 Boleskine Road Victoria, BC V8Z 1E8 Phone: 250-475-4162 Fax: 250-475-4112 sbell@sd61.bc.ca Mr. Jim Cambridge Superintendent of Schools SD #62 (Sooke) 3143 Jacklin Road Victoria, BC V9B 5R1 Phone: 250-474-9807 Fax: 250-474-9850 jcambridge@sd62.bc.ca Ms. Nancy MacDonald Superintendent of Schools SD #63 (Saanich) 2125 Keating Cross Road, PO Box 2000 Saanichton, BC V8M 2A5 Phone: 250-652-7332 Fax: 250-652-7360 nmacdonald@sd63.bc.ca Ms. Lisa Halstead Superintendent of Schools SD #64 (Gulf Islands) 112 Rainbow Road Salt Spring Island, BC V8K 2K3 Phone: 250-537-5548 Fax: 250-537-4200 lhalstead@sd64.bc.ca Ms. Wendy Hyer Superintendent of Schools SD #67 (Okanagan Skaha) 425 Jermyn Avenue Penticton, BC V2A 1Z4 Phone: 250-770-7713 Fax: 250-770-7732 whyer@summer.com Mr. Dave Hutchinson Superintendent of Schools SD #68 (Nanaimo) 395 Wakesiah Avenue Nanaimo, BC V9R 3K6 Phone: 250-754-5531 Fax: 250-741-5218 david.hutchinson@sd68.bc.ca Mr. Rollie Koop Superintendent of Schools SD #69 (Qualicum) Box 430 Parksville, BC V9P 2G5 Phone: 250-248-4241 Fax: 250-248-5767 rkoop@sd69.bc.ca Mr. Cam Pinkerton Superintendent of Schools SD #70 (Alberni) 4690 Roger Street Port Alberni, BC V9Y 3Z4 Phone: 250-720-2770 Fax: 250-723-0318 cpinkerton@sd70.bc.ca Ms. Sherry Elwood Superintendent of Schools SD #71 (Comox Valley) 607 Cumberland Road Courtenay, BC V9N 7G5 Phone: 250-334-5500 Fax: 250-334-5552 sherry.elwood@sd71.bc.ca Mr. Tom Longridge Superintendent of Schools SD #72 (Campbell River) 425 Pinecrest Road Campbell River, BC V9W 3P2 Phone: 250-830-2398 Fax: 250-287-2616 tom.longridge@sd72.bc.ca Dr. Terry Sullivan Superintendent of Schools SD #73 (Kamloops-Thompson) 1383 Ninth Avenue Kamloops, BC V2C 3X7 Phone: 250-374-0679 Fax: 250-372-1183 tsullivan@sd73.bc.ca Ms. Teresa Downs Superintendent of Schools SD #74 (Gold Trail) PO Bag 250 (400 Hollis Road) Ashcroft, BC V0K 1A0 Phone: 250-453-9101 Fax: 250-453-2425 tdowns@gw.sd74.bc.ca Mr. Bill Fletcher Superintendent of Schools SD #75 (Mission) 33046 Fourth Avenue Mission, BC V2V 1S5 Phone: 604-814-3701 Fax: 604-826-4640 bill.fletcher@mpsd.ca Dr. Karen Nelson Superintendent of Schools SD #78 (Fraser-Cascade) Bag 3200 (650 Kawkawa Lake Road) Hope, BC V0X 1L4 Phone: 604-869-2411 Fax: 604-869-7400 knelson@sd78.bc.ca Mr. Joe Rhodes Superintendent of Schools SD #79 (Cowichan Valley) 2557 Beverly Street Duncan, BC V9L 2X3 Phone: 250-748-0321 Fax: 250-748-6591 jrhodes@sd79.bc.ca Ms. Diana Samchuck Superintendent of Schools SD #81 (Fort Nelson) Box 87 Fort Nelson, BC V0C 1R0 Phone: 250-774-2591 Fax: 250-774-2598 dsamchuck@sd81.bc.ca Ms. Katherine McIntosh Superintendent of Schools SD #82 (Coast Mountains) 3211 Kenney Street Terrace, BC V8G 3E9 Phone: 250-638-4407 Fax: 888-290-4786 katherine.mcintosh@cmsd.bc.ca Mr. Glenn Borthistle Superintendent of Schools SD #83 (North Okanagan-Shuswap) Box 129 (220 Shuswap Street) Salmon Arm, BC V1E 4N2 Phone: 250-832-2157 Fax: 250-832-9428 gborthis@sd83.bc.ca Mr. Lawrence Tarasoff Superintendent of Schools SD #84 (Vancouver Island West) Box 100 Gold River, BC V0P 1G0 Phone: 250-283-2241 Fax: 250-283-7352 ltarasoff@viw.sd84.bc.ca Dr. Scott Benwell Superintendent of Schools SD #85 (Vancouver Island North) Box 90 Port Hardy, BC V0N 2P0 Phone: 250-949-6618 Fax: 250-949-8792 sbenwell@sd85.bc.ca Mr. Mike Gordon Superintendent of Schools SD #87 (Stikine) Box 190 Dease Lake, BC V0C 1L0 Phone: 250-771-4440 Fax: 250-771-4441 mike.gordon@sd87.bc.ca Ms. Charlene Seguin Superintendent of Schools SD #91 (Nechako Lakes) PO Box 129 (153 E. Connaught Street) Vanderhoof, BC V0J 3A0 Phone: 250-567-2284 Fax: 250-567-4639 cseguin@sd91.bc.ca Mr. Phillipe Brulot Superintendent of Schools SD #92 (Nisga'a) Box 240 New Aiyansh, BC V0J 1A0 Phone: 250-633-2228 Fax: 250-633-2401 pbrulot@nisgaa.bc.ca Mr. Mario Cyr Directeru general/Superintendent of Schools SD #93 (Conseil scolaire francophone) 180 - 10200 Shellbridge Way Richmond, BC V6X 2W7 Phone: 604-214-2601 Fax: 604-214-9881 dg@csf.bc.ca   About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy Close Window Print Page   Boards of Education Superintendents in BC 201213 Ms. Lynn Hauptman Superintendent of Schools SD #5 (Southeast Kootenay) 940 Industrial Road, No. 1 Cranbrook, BC V1C 4C6 Phone: 250-417-2079 Fax: 250-417-2081 lynn.hauptman@sd5.bc.ca Mr. Paul Carriere Superintendent of Schools SD #6 (Rocky Mountain) Box 430 (620-4th Street) Invermere, BC V0A 1K0 Phone: 250-342-9243 Fax: 250-342-6966 paul.carriere@sd6.bc.ca Mr. Jeff Jones Superintendent of Schools SD #8 (Kootenay Lake) 570 Johnstone Road Nelson, BC V1L 6J2 Phone: 250-505-7046 Fax: 250-352-6686 jjones@sd8.bc.ca Ms. Terry Taylor Acting Superintendent of Schools SD #10 (Arrow Lakes) Box 340 Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0 Phone: 250-265-3638 Fax: 250-265-3701 terrytaylor@sd10.bc.ca Mr. Mike Hooker Superintendent of Schools SD #19 (Revelstoke) Bag 5800, 1121 Vernon Ave Revelstoke, BC V0E 2S0 Phone: 250-837-2101 Fax: 250-837-9335 mhooker@sd19.bc.ca Mr. Greg Luterbach Superintendent of Schools SD #20 (Kootenay-Columbia) 2001 Third Avenue Trail, BC V1R 1R6 Phone: 250-368-2224 Fax: 250-364-2470 gluterbach@sd20.bc.ca Mr. Joe Rogers Superintendent of Schools SD #22 (Vernon) 1401 - 15th Street Vernon, BC V1T 8S8 Phone: 250-549-9226 Fax: 250-549-9200 jrogers@sd22.bc.ca Mr. Hugh Gloster Superintendent of Schools SD #23 (Central Okanagan) 1940 Underhill Street Kelowna, BC V1X 5X7 Phone: 250-470-3256 Fax: 250-870-5056 Hugh.Gloster@sd23.bc.ca Mr. Mark Thiessen Superintendent of Schools SD #27 (Cariboo-Chilcotin) 350 Second Avenue North Williams Lake, BC V2G 1Z9 Phone: 250-398-3824 Fax: 250-392-3600 mark.thiessen@sd27.bc.ca Ms. Sue Ellen Miller Superintendent of Schools SD #28 (Quesnel) 401 North Star Rd Quesnel, BC V2J 5K2 Phone: 250-992-8802 Fax: 250-992-7652 sueellenmiller@sd28.bc.ca Ms. Evelyn Novak Superintendent of Schools SD #33 (Chilliwack) 8430 Cessna Drive Chilliwack, BC V2P 7K4 Phone: 604-792-1321 Fax: 604-792-9665 Evelyn_Novak@sd33.bc.ca Mr. Kevin Godden Superintendent of Schools SD #34 (Abbotsford) 2790 Tims Street Abbotsford, BC V2T 4M7 Phone: 604-859-4891 Fax: 604-852-5898 kevin_godden@sd34.bc.ca Ms. Suzanne Hoffman Acting Superintendent of Schools SD #35 (Langley) 4875 - 222nd Street Langley, BC V3A 3Z7 Phone: 604-534-7891 Fax: 604-532-1405 shoffman@sd35.bc.ca Dr. Jodan Tinney Superintendent of Schools SD #36 (Surrey) 14033 92nd Avenue Surrey, BC V3V 0B7 Phone: 604-595-6308 Fax: 604-595-6309 tinney_j@sd36.bc.ca Ms. Dianne Turner Superintendent of Schools SD #37 (Delta) 4585 Harvest Drive Delta, BC V4K 5B4 Phone: 604-952-5340 Fax: 604-952-5379 dturner@deltasd.bc.ca Ms. Moneca Pamer Superintendent of Schools SD #38 (Richmond) 7811 Granville Avenue Richmond, BC V6Y 3E3 Phone: 604-668-6000 Fax: 604-233-0150 mpamer@sd38.bc.ca Mr. Steve Cardwell Superintendent of Schools SD #39 (Vancouver) 1580 West Broadway Vancouver, BC V6J 5K8 Phone: 604-713-5100 Fax: 604-713-5412 scardwell@vsb.bc.ca Mr. John Gaiptman Superintendent of Schools SD #40 (New Westminster) 1001 Columbia St. New Westminster, BC V3M 1C4 Phone: 604-517-6328 Fax: 604-517-6319 gaiptman@sd40.bc.ca Mr. Kevin Kaardal Superintendent of Schools SD #41 (Burnaby) 5325 Kincaid Street Burnaby, BC V5G 1W2 Phone: 604-296-6900 Fax: 604-296-6910 kevin.kaardal@sd41.bc.ca Ms. Laurie Meston Superintendent of Schools SD #42 (Maple Ridge) 22225 Brown Avenue Maple Ridge, BC V2X 8N6 Phone: 604-463-4200 Fax: 604-463-0573 Laurie.Meston@sd42.ca Mr. Tom Grant Superintendent of Schools SD #43 (Coquitlam) 550 Poirier Street Coquitlam, BC V3J 6A7 Phone: 604-939-9201 Fax: 604-936-2932 tgrant@sd43.bc.ca Mr. John Lewis Superintendent of Schools SD #44 (North Vancouver) 721 Chesterfield Avenue North Vancouver, BC V7M 2M5 Phone: 604-903-3444 Fax: 604-903-3449 jlewis@nvsd44.bc.ca Mr. Chris Kennedy Superintendent of Schools SD #45 (West Vancouver) 1075 - 21st Street West Vancouver, BC V7V 4A9 Phone: 604-981-1031 Fax: 604-981-1001 ckennedy@sd45.bc.ca Mr. Patrick Bocking Superintendent of Schools SD #46 (Sunshine Coast) Box 220, 494 South Fletcher Road Gibsons, BC V0N 1V0 Phone: 604-886-8811 Fax: 604-886-4489 pbocking@sd46.bc.ca Mr. Jay Yule Superintendent of Schools SD #47 (Powell River) 4351 Ontario Avenue Powell River, BC V8A 1V3 Phone: 604-414-2600 Fax: 604-485-6435 jyule@sd47.bc.ca Ms. Lisa McCullough Superintendent of Schools SD #48 (Sea to Sky) Box 250 Squamish, BC V0N 3G0 Phone: 604-892-5228 Fax: 604-892-1038 lmccullough@sd48.bc.ca Ms. Norma Hart Superintendent of Schools SD #49 (Central Coast) Bag 130 Hagensborg, BC V0T 1H0 Phone: 250-982-2691 Fax: 250-982-2319 nhart@sd49.bc.ca Mr. Angus Wilson Superintendent of Schools SD #50 (Haida Gwaii) Box 69 Queen Charlotte City, BC V0T 1S0 Phone: 250-559-8471 Fax: 250-559-8849 awilson@sd50.bc.ca Mr. Kevin Argue Superintendent of Schools SD #51 (Boundary) Box 640 (1021 Central Avenue) Grand Forks, BC V0H 1H0 Phone: 250-442-8258 Fax: 250-442-7737 kevin.argue@sd51.bc.ca Ms. Sandra Jones Superintendent of Schools SD #52 (Prince Rupert) 634 - 6th Avenue East Prince Rupert, BC V8J 1X1 Phone: 250-624-6717 Fax: 250-627-0772 sjones@sd52.bc.ca Ms. Beverly Young Superintendent of Schools SD #53 (Okanagan Similkameen) Box 1770 (34061 - 101st Street) Oliver, BC V0H 1T0 Phone: 250-498-3481 Fax: 250-498-4070 byoung@sd53.bc.ca Mr. Chris van der Mark Superintendent of Schools SD #54 (Bulkley Valley) Box 758 Smithers, BC V0J 2N0 Phone: 250-877-6831 Fax: 250-877-6835 ch-vandermark@sd54.bc.ca Mr. Brian Pepper Superintendent of Schools SD #57 (Prince George) 2100 Ferry Avenue Prince George, BC V2L 4R5 Phone: 250-561-6800 Fax: 250-561-6801 bpepper@sd57.bc.ca Mr. Stephen McNiven Superintendent of Schools SD #58 (Nicola Similkameen) Box 4100, Stn Main Merritt, BC V1K 1B8 Phone: 250-378-5161 Fax: 250-378-6263 smcniven@sd58.bc.ca Ms. Kathy Sawchuk Superintendent of Schools SD #59 (Peace River South) 11600 7th Street Dawson Creek, BC V1G 4R8 Phone: 250-782-8571 Fax: 250-782-3204 kathy_sawchuk@mail.sd59.bc.ca Mr. Dave Sloan Superintendent of Schools SD #60 (Peace River North) 10112 - 105 Avenue Fort St. John, BC V1J 4S4 Phone: 250-262-6000 Fax: 250-262-6046 dsloan@prn.bc.ca Ms. Sherri Bell Superintendent of Schools SD #61 (Greater Victoria) 556 Boleskine Road Victoria, BC V8Z 1E8 Phone: 250-475-4162 Fax: 250-475-4112 sbell@sd61.bc.ca Mr. Jim Cambridge Superintendent of Schools SD #62 (Sooke) 3143 Jacklin Road Victoria, BC V9B 5R1 Phone: 250-474-9807 Fax: 250-474-9850 jcambridge@sd62.bc.ca Ms. Nancy MacDonald Superintendent of Schools SD #63 (Saanich) 2125 Keating Cross Road, PO Box 2000 Saanichton, BC V8M 2A5 Phone: 250-652-7332 Fax: 250-652-7360 nmacdonald@sd63.bc.ca Ms. Lisa Halstead Superintendent of Schools SD #64 (Gulf Islands) 112 Rainbow Road Salt Spring Island, BC V8K 2K3 Phone: 250-537-5548 Fax: 250-537-4200 lhalstead@sd64.bc.ca Ms. Wendy Hyer Superintendent of Schools SD #67 (Okanagan Skaha) 425 Jermyn Avenue Penticton, BC V2A 1Z4 Phone: 250-770-7713 Fax: 250-770-7732 whyer@summer.com Mr. Dave Hutchinson Superintendent of Schools SD #68 (Nanaimo) 395 Wakesiah Avenue Nanaimo, BC V9R 3K6 Phone: 250-754-5531 Fax: 250-741-5218 david.hutchinson@sd68.bc.ca Mr. Rollie Koop Superintendent of Schools SD #69 (Qualicum) Box 430 Parksville, BC V9P 2G5 Phone: 250-248-4241 Fax: 250-248-5767 rkoop@sd69.bc.ca Mr. Cam Pinkerton Superintendent of Schools SD #70 (Alberni) 4690 Roger Street Port Alberni, BC V9Y 3Z4 Phone: 250-720-2770 Fax: 250-723-0318 cpinkerton@sd70.bc.ca Ms. Sherry Elwood Superintendent of Schools SD #71 (Comox Valley) 607 Cumberland Road Courtenay, BC V9N 7G5 Phone: 250-334-5500 Fax: 250-334-5552 sherry.elwood@sd71.bc.ca Mr. Tom Longridge Superintendent of Schools SD #72 (Campbell River) 425 Pinecrest Road Campbell River, BC V9W 3P2 Phone: 250-830-2398 Fax: 250-287-2616 tom.longridge@sd72.bc.ca Dr. Terry Sullivan Superintendent of Schools SD #73 (Kamloops-Thompson) 1383 Ninth Avenue Kamloops, BC V2C 3X7 Phone: 250-374-0679 Fax: 250-372-1183 tsullivan@sd73.bc.ca Ms. Teresa Downs Superintendent of Schools SD #74 (Gold Trail) PO Bag 250 (400 Hollis Road) Ashcroft, BC V0K 1A0 Phone: 250-453-9101 Fax: 250-453-2425 tdowns@gw.sd74.bc.ca Mr. Bill Fletcher Superintendent of Schools SD #75 (Mission) 33046 Fourth Avenue Mission, BC V2V 1S5 Phone: 604-814-3701 Fax: 604-826-4640 bill.fletcher@mpsd.ca Dr. Karen Nelson Superintendent of Schools SD #78 (Fraser-Cascade) Bag 3200 (650 Kawkawa Lake Road) Hope, BC V0X 1L4 Phone: 604-869-2411 Fax: 604-869-7400 knelson@sd78.bc.ca Mr. Joe Rhodes Superintendent of Schools SD #79 (Cowichan Valley) 2557 Beverly Street Duncan, BC V9L 2X3 Phone: 250-748-0321 Fax: 250-748-6591 jrhodes@sd79.bc.ca Ms. Diana Samchuck Superintendent of Schools SD #81 (Fort Nelson) Box 87 Fort Nelson, BC V0C 1R0 Phone: 250-774-2591 Fax: 250-774-2598 dsamchuck@sd81.bc.ca Ms. Katherine McIntosh Superintendent of Schools SD #82 (Coast Mountains) 3211 Kenney Street Terrace, BC V8G 3E9 Phone: 250-638-4407 Fax: 888-290-4786 katherine.mcintosh@cmsd.bc.ca Mr. Glenn Borthistle Superintendent of Schools SD #83 (North Okanagan-Shuswap) Box 129 (220 Shuswap Street) Salmon Arm, BC V1E 4N2 Phone: 250-832-2157 Fax: 250-832-9428 gborthis@sd83.bc.ca Mr. Lawrence Tarasoff Superintendent of Schools SD #84 (Vancouver Island West) Box 100 Gold River, BC V0P 1G0 Phone: 250-283-2241 Fax: 250-283-7352 ltarasoff@viw.sd84.bc.ca Dr. Scott Benwell Superintendent of Schools SD #85 (Vancouver Island North) Box 90 Port Hardy, BC V0N 2P0 Phone: 250-949-6618 Fax: 250-949-8792 sbenwell@sd85.bc.ca Mr. Mike Gordon Superintendent of Schools SD #87 (Stikine) Box 190 Dease Lake, BC V0C 1L0 Phone: 250-771-4440 Fax: 250-771-4441 mike.gordon@sd87.bc.ca Ms. Charlene Seguin Superintendent of Schools SD #91 (Nechako Lakes) PO Box 129 (153 E. Connaught Street) Vanderhoof, BC V0J 3A0 Phone: 250-567-2284 Fax: 250-567-4639 cseguin@sd91.bc.ca Mr. Phillipe Brulot Superintendent of Schools SD #92 (Nisga'a) Box 240 New Aiyansh, BC V0J 1A0 Phone: 250-633-2228 Fax: 250-633-2401 pbrulot@nisgaa.bc.ca Mr. Mario Cyr Directeru general/Superintendent of Schools SD #93 (Conseil scolaire francophone) 180 - 10200 Shellbridge Way Richmond, BC V6X 2W7 Phone: 604-214-2601 Fax: 604-214-9881 dg@csf.bc.ca  )
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13200,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 1999 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 11, Number 7, May/June 1999 Teaching peace in a time of war by Pat Clarke The war in the Balkans has once again raised the issue of how teachers and our organizations teach and advocate for peace in a time of war. The conflict in Kosovo has been characterized as a “just war.” Many find that notion an oxymoron. The BCTF, for its part, has always promoted peaceful resolution of conflict. We have done this on a local level with programs and workshops on conflict resolution and violence prevention. Less well known is our long standing activism on international peace issues. During the 1980s, the Federation was a prominent participant in the international campaign against nuclear weapons. The BCTF banner, borne ahead of a large contingent of teachers, was a fixture of the massive peace marches held in Vancouver at the time. The BCTF was a founding and sustaining member of the Peace Education Centre, which worked to make peace and conflict resolution an important issue for educators. At the same time, several hundred members of the BCTF formed the Peace Education provincial specialist association. This is now the Peace and Global Education PSA. But advocating and working for peace has always had a controversial edge. In the ’80s, when the issue centred on nuclear disarmament, there was contention over the question of security and, of course, long-standing distrust of the “other side.” In 1990, the Gulf War erupted, and the Federation, driven by its involvement in the peace movement, took a public position opposing the war. The objections were swift and loud. This, after all, was a “just war” against a certifiable villain. Never mind that only a few years before, the villain had been an ally and his chemical warfare against indigenous Kurds had not been an issue worthy of our attention. At the time he was in a war with Iran, which, from the western point of view, was a good thing. The Federation’s antiwar position ran headlong into a public galvanized by stories of babies in incubators being murdered. The story was a fabrication, and media coverage in general was sensationalized, but it served its purpose, which was to make any opposition to the war seem inhuman, irrational, and stupid. The response to the BCTF’s antiwar position on the Gulf War was so fractious that a lesson aid on the situation had to be withdrawn. Feelings regarding the war were strongly held, and the perspectives elaborated in the material became a source of such disagreement that there was no consensus on what was fact and what wasn’t. Wars do that. As the expression says, “Truth is the first casualty of war.” In hindsight, our stance on the Gulf War and the publication of the lesson aid may have been naive, but it nevertheless reflected a sincere commitment to “teaching for peace.” It is difficult to separate our day-to-day work with children and youth from a broader public interest. We all intuitively know that violent resolution of schoolyard disputes becomes a template for adult behaviour. That is why so many people immediately saw hypocrisy in the American president’s response to the Littleton Colorado violence, saying children must learn to resolve issues without resorting to violence while he was simultaneously ordering a bombing mission in Yugoslavia. The war in the Balkans is, like the Gulf War, a controversial and complex matter for teachers trying to help young people understand. It is so controversial that in some schools it has been banned as a classroom topic. This seems a sad surrender to the bullies and visigoths who will not engage in thoughtful discussion. The problem for teachers trying to deal with the issues is that when it comes to war as a current event, the “middle ground” is the most dangerous place to be. For those most affected and passionately involved, there is no “on the other hand.” Our long-standing position as a collective of teachers is, however, quite serviceable—teach peace and teach about peace—teach about peacefully resolving conflict. In the case of the current “just” war in the Balkans, this means teaching about the war in a context of peace. How could this conflict have been avoided? If the primary objective is peace, how could we approach the historic problems of the region differently? And now that the bombing and forced removals have begun, how can we stop them? We teachers worry about being biased or overly subjective, but teaching peace is not about who is right or wrong—it is about solving the problem of violent conflict. Recently the BCTF Executive Committee unanimously carried resolutions calling for an end to bombing in Yugoslavia and an end to the forced removal of Albanians from Kosovo. The issue is peace, and these motions reflect our belief that, as teachers, we have a primary responsibility to set an example to a new generation that there are alternatives to violence to resolve conflict. This is a generation that, more than any generation before it, needs to know how to put an end to war. Pat Clarke is an assistant director in the BCTF’s Professional Development Division. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13806&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > March 1998 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 10, Number 5, March 1998 Beginning teachers' conference inspires lessons and laughter by Nancy Knickerbocker Over coffee, Korey Mossey chuckled with another young primary teacher about how to cope with her students' intense awareness of "boy germs and girl germs." Mossey, a first-year teacher, at Godson Elementary School, in Abbotsford, says she just loves her Grade 3 pupils because "they're at such a neat age and stage." Her colleague, Faye Small, worked as a TOC for seven months last year; this is the first year she's had her own class. "Having your own class is so great. It's yours and your kids are the best!" Mossey and Small are just two of more than 300 people from all over British Columbia and even from Yukon who attended the BCTF's third annual Beginning Teachers' Conference, which took place in Richmond January 15­17, 1998. "We're committed to providing more services to our beginning colleagues, recognizing the changing demographics in schools, and the changing nature of teaching," says conference organizer Charan Gill. "I'm a firm believer in support systems, and the feedback we got from conference participants showed us that they really valued having a chance to meet others in the same situation." Mossey agreed. "The best part is talking to other beginning teachers and realizing we're not alone. We had a great little gab session," she said. Malaspina College education student Tony Dickson also said he appreciated the networking seminar. "It was an excellent opportunity to confirm and encourage one another," he said. "I look at it as making connections for the long term." For the first time, participants included student teachers such as Dickson. UBC student Carol Moore was also bubbling with enthusiasm. With an M.Sc. in genetics, Moore plans to teach secondary sciences. "The workshop on teaching controverisal issues is going to help me so much," she said. "There are so many controversies in science, from vivisection to Darwinism to genetic engineering. I'm excited about the strategies we learned to foster a better environment for examining controversial issues." The conference provided practical, hands-on tips for classroom use. Workshops examined reading assessment, mathematical moments, the K­7 Fine Arts IRP, elementary science strategies, stress and time management, new methodologies for social studies, and meeting the needs of ESL learners. One of the highlights of the conference was "O Canada!", performed by the dynamic young actors of Vancouver Youth Theatre. The play examined the obstacles faced by immigrant youth caught between two cultures, struggling to fit into school and community. "While it had a multicultural focus, the messages are applicable for all kids," says Gill. "It showed how important teachers are in providing a grounding for these kids." The high-spirited atmosphere at the conference reflected the optimism and enthusiasm of young teachers launching themselves into their new careers. "I wish more of the students from UBC were here. They would really benefit," said Moore. "This has really got me juiced for my practicum. I'm totally enthused." Nancy Knickerbocker is the BCTF's communications officer.)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Touring a natural gas drilling rig with @MLA Mike Bernier, and Brian from EnCana http://t.co/AifdJ4H07b" @Teresa_Wat - 06:01pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/ResearchReports.aspx?id=5606,BCTF Research Reports  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Publications > Research Reports BCTF Research Report Section XII 95-EI-02 Cost Effectiveness of Year-Round Schooling An Annotated Bibliography and Synthesis of the Research By Charlie Naylor, BCTF Research and Technology Division May 1995 What does the research say about cost effectiveness of year round schooling? Some of the literature on this issue is clearly promoting YRS, with little detailed analysis of savings or increased expenditure for either capital or operating costs. Ballinger (1987, 1993) perhaps epitomizes this end of the spectrum. There does not appear to be an obvious opposition to the movement in favour of year-round schooling, with the possible exception of the (to date) mild input of Canadian teacher unions, such as those in Ontario and Alberta. The American unions appear unconcerned with the issue now, although they were much more concerned during processes of implementation which they saw as imposed rather than negotiated. The issue of cost effectiveness is very complex, and much of the analysis in the literature appears inadequate. Reasons for such complexity include variation in models and locations, the range of cost factors involved, ways in which cost factors have been assessed, and the numbers and sizes of schools going year-round. The best and most objective articles are those by the Carleton Board (1992), Zykowski (1991) et al and Hough (1990). These papers have attempted to make a realistic analysis of a difficult issue-whether year round schooling does in fact save money, and for whom. They suggest that there is no single answer, and that it very much depends on the model and scope of the year round project. It appears reasonable to conclude that year-round schooling has the potential to save money but it may not in fact do so. In some American districts costs have been reduced and in others they have increased. A combination of factors should exist in order to maximise cost effectiveness (see Kreitzer 1990), but if some of these factors are missing, then the likelihood of savings appears much reduced. When considering that such factors include removing options from parents by making year-round schooling mandatory for their children without the option of a traditional calendar, and changing teacher contracts, then any implementation of yearround schooling which included such factors may be problematic for both parents and teachers. Whether the full combination of factors listed by Kreitzer would be possible at the current time in BC is somewhat unlikely, with the Minister and many of the pilot districts having stated that there will be choices for parents between traditional and year-round calendars. However, as the limited costeffectiveness of pilots becomes apparent, the views of the government may become less benign if their will to reduce capital spending is maintained. In some cases, year-round schooling has clearly cost more (see the NEA study (1987) and Zykowski et al, 1991). In Hough's paper, there is an interesting discussion of three sets of costs: to school districts, to the state/province and to taxpayers. In some cases cost savings for one of these may mean cost increases for another. In the BC context, if district operating expenses went up and provincial capital expenses were down, there could be an offloading of costs from the province to the districts, with increased costs for taxpayers at the local level but a purported saving by the province. This is why districts want some understanding that there must be a 'win-win' situation for them to continue with year-round schooling. They want some assurance that much of the capital costs that would have been incurred will flow to them to pay for increased operating costs, even if the amount is less than the anticipated capital costs that would have occurred with new construction. One issue barely addressed in the literature concerns the costs of itinerant staff such as ESL and special needs resource teachers, psychologists, etc. If the province has a policy of maximum integration then services such as those provided by itinerant staff must also be provided yearround, with the possibility of significant cost increases. White (1990) estimated that such costs increased by 33%. Another factor to consider may be the condition of buildings where year-round schooling is being planned. Smith (1992) states that year-round schooling in older school buildings may be problematic in that they may not be cost-effective. Smith's paper suggests that much of the apparent savings from some year-round schooling projects may be from postponing inevitable maintenance and/or construction spending, so that savings appear more dramatic when delayed maintenance costs are ignored. In this scenario, older buidings are more heavily used and poorly maintained so that both capital and operating costs are reduced in the short term. It appears highly unlikely that cost savings will occur from pilot projects and that many more schools in any given district would need to be year-round before economies of scale are significant. If we can learn anything from the literature it is that detailed cost analysis needs to be undertaken in each district. The proposed pilots should be assessed within the context of current district facilities and in view of the actual and potential student population. A range of variables should also be considered in both capital and operating costs and in the context of BC government policies which promote maximum integration of ESL students and students with special needs. District policies such as neighbourhood schools should also be considered, for if all students are entitled to services in such schools then costs may rise. In addition, the costs of adapting pedagogical, assessment, and reporting practices may need to be considered. Would exams be at different times, and would this be a cost factor? District data collection and reporting practices will also have to change, as the September 30 headcount will not include all students if the district has a year round program. This will also be a cost increase. The above considerations are by no means exhaustive, but are intended to give a sense of some of the factors that should be included in a cost analysis of year round schooling. I have not listed the more obvious factors which are, for instance, listed in the questions developed by the Durham Board of Education and shared by Nanaimo teachers in the packages already distributed to locals. These form a useful basis for identifying which factors to include in terms of cost analysis, in conjunction with the questions that may be generated from a consideration of studies described in this bibliography. If you have an article or paper which may be useful to add to the bibliography, please send a copy or a reference to Charlie Naylor at the BCTF and it will be included it in any updated version of the bibliography. Ballinger, Charles. Year-round Education: It's Time. Chapter in Timepiece: Extending and Enhancing Learning Time. Edited by Lorin W. Anderson and Herbert J. Walberg. Reston, Virginia: National Association of Secondary School Principals, 1993. p.30-34. Ballinger is one of the most vociferous proponents of YRS. In this paper he links YRS to a longer school year, intended to improve students' preparedness for work in a technological society. He also states that this form of extending the school year will cost more for additional salaries, utilities and supplies. Ballinger, C.E., Kirschenbaum, N. & Poimbeauf R. P. The Year Round School: Where Learning Never Stops. Phi Delta Kappan Educational Foundation, 1987. Concludes that multi-track programs 'have the potential' to save in both capital and operating costs. Estimates the savings from Oxnard to be $1,000,000 annually in operating costs and $5,000,000 in total capital savings to date, expected to increase to $10,000,000 over a four year period. Barrington, Stephen. Year-round Schooling Has Healthy Bottom Line. Vancouver Sun. August 21, 1991, S16. Very limited article, concluding that YRS could have a healthy bottom line, without any detail except a saving on portables. B.C. Education News. "Seven School Districts to Study YRS." (Nov. 1994), p.3. A lop-sided description of YRS, with every benefit but no problems listed, useful as an example of how inadequate information has been provided by the Ministry of Education on this topic. B.C. Ministry of Education. "Discussion Paper on Year Round Education." Victoria, Year-round Education Committee, 1992. Lists 3 financial benefits (capital cost savings, extra pay for teachers working off-track and reduced vandalism) and 5 concerns (industry's dependence on summer labour force, increased operational costs, down time for maintenance, renegotiation of collective agreements and increased use of district staff time during implementation period. Changes to the block funding system and capital plans are also flagged. B. C. Ministry of Education. Policy Branch, 1994. Yearround Schooling: Some Observations From the Literature. A sadly flawed document which makes efforts to avoid detailed consideration of research which casts much doubt on YRS. Only 22 references are provided which represent a very minor yet highly selective part of the literature. None of the references are linked to the text so it is impossible to connect the two. In terms of economic factors, 7 advantages are stated and one disadvantage. Some of the stated advantages (e.g. lower per pupil cost are disputed in the literature, but not questioned in this paper. Oxnard costs for insulation and air conditioning are given as $700,000 per school. Carleton Board of Education. Research and Planning. Alternatives to the Traditional School Year. Nepean, Ontario: Carleton Board of Education, 1992. One of the better balanced articles. Quotes a number of studies which are listed below: Hough (1990) found that though a district may save money, the province and individual taxpayers may make either a saving or incur a cost - the key factor being operating expenses. Ballinger (1987) claims that costs per pupil decrease in a multi-track school. Locker (1991) found that single track can be very expensive if they include intersessions for remediation. Carlson, Tim. "Year-round Schooling: B. C.'s Cautious First Step." Education Leader. Vol. 7 No.14 (September 23, 1994), p.1,6. A useful background piece with some data concerning six of the pilot districts (not Coquitlam). The data identifies growth rates and capital spending in each district. Carriedo, Ruben A. and Paul D. Goren. "Year-round Education Through Multitrack Schools." Far West Laboratory Policy Briefs. No. 10, (1989), p.1-5. States that costs for support personnel increases, in areas such as drivers, counsellors, nurses, curriculum specialists, administrators and clerical staff. Travel costs may increases significantly, as may the new payroll and accounting systems for YRS. States that "the recurring short-term costs for multi-track year round schools over time may approach the sum required to build a new school." Stresses that all support services must be offered year round. Cherry Creek School District: Selected Cost Analysis of Year- round Education Versus Nine Month Education. Draft edition. While this study shows cost savings at both operational and capital categories, it is a bizarre analysis. Custodial, utilities and maintenance costs are stated as the same in YRS as in a nine-month calendar, and a range of factors including administrators' salaries are excluded without explanation. Durham Board of Education: Alternate School Year Program, 1990. Includes a substantial list of questions to address before initiating YRS, which have been circulated to the seven locals in documents from Nanaimo's package of information on YRS. The document also suggests that a cost analysis projection would be made by the Business Division of the School Board and to judge 'whether the expenditure is reasonable in light of the intended benefits'. Feschuk, Scott. "School's Out for Summer." The Globe and Mail April 11, 1994, p.A1, A4. Little reference to cost here though one Calgary trustee worked out that if all of Calgary's teachers took one day less sick leave each year the board would save $500,000, annually and that new schools cost $6m - $10m each. Gandara, Patricia. "Extended Year, Extended Contracts: Increasing Teacher Salary Options." Urban Education vol. 27, No.3 (Oct. 1992), p.229-247. Argues that many teachers in the USA leave teaching because of low salaries, and that YRS may be an answer - by teachers working longer and therefore earning more. Sure to go down a treat in BC, at least with the Reform Party. Hough, David, Jane L. Zykowski and James Dick. "Cost Analysis of Year-round Education Programs." Presented to The American Educational Research Association Annual Meeting, Boston, Massachusetts, April 20, 1990. This is a complex paper but indicates that "some districts report cost savings while others report additional costs associated with YRS." The Houston School District Evaluation Report for 1984-85 showed that the YRS program increased operating costs by 37.5% compared to the traditional calendar increase of 8.5%. The authors develop 6 possible scenarios for analyzing costs of YRS. In one scenario, a district was calculated to save 5.56% as a result of YRS while the state increased costs by 6.19%. A second scenario saves a district 13.45% but is based on extending teacher contracts from 184 to 220 days of instruction, thus hiring fewer teachers. In scenario 3, using a figure of 25% of a district going YRS, the district saves 0.61%, the state increases costs by 2.28% and taxpayers' costs increase 1.27%. In Scenario 4, where transition costs per pupil are $50, districts save 4.65%, state costs increase by 6.98% and taxpayer costs increase by 3.01%. Scenario 5 appears irrelevant, as it assumes 100% capital costs to districts. In scenario 6, assuming state/province pays 100% for construction, districts saved 3.54%, the state saved 1.93% and taxpayers saved 1.25%. Howell, V.T. An Examination of Year-Round Education : Pros and Cons That Challenge Schooling in America. 1988. States that there is 'some disagreement as to whether there is any definable fiscal advantage to YRS' and quotes a study by Fenwick (1975) which stated that there was no evidence that any operational savings are made. Suggests that instructional costs at the secondary level will increase if existing quality of instruction is maintained and that to realize actual savings, a multi-track system with 75 % of students in school at any time needs to be in place without increasing operating costs. Furthermore, maintaining older buildings with limited years of service might not prove to be more cost-effective than building additional schools. Kirman, Joseph M. "Year-round Schooling: No Hard Evidence." The ATA Magazine. Vol. 74 No. 1 (Nov./Dec. 1993), p.21- 22. Kirman sparred with Matheson, a proponent of YRS, in a number of ATA Magazine articles (see G11 - for Matheson paper, which is not discussed in this section as there is little on the cost savings for YRS.) Kirman refutes many of Matheson's points and suggests that extra costs are incurred, in areas such as maintenance, administration and upgrading of facilities. Kirman's main point is not that he opposes YRS as such but that it is inappropriate in Alberta. Kreitzer, Amelia and Gene V. Glass. "Policy Considerations in Conversion to Year-round Schools." New Brunswick Educational Administrator. No. 19 (Apr. 1990), p.1-5. Some details of the Pajaro Valley School District in California, where YRS saved an estimated 4.1% per pupil saving and reduced operating costs, in spite of increased administrative costs. This appears to have been managed by changing teacher contracts and benefits. The article also states that most districts report increased operating costs after conversion to YRS, particularly in terms of school administrators who become much more involved with schedules and less concerned with instructional supervision. But to make YRS cost-effective, 6 factors are listed (originally in a study by Pelavin, 1979): YRS schools must be operating at maximum capacity. Districts refuse to accommodate parents who prefer traditional schools. Tracks are mandated, not optional. Community growth rates should continue to rise. 5. Many, not a few schools should be adjusted to YRS. 6. Teacher contracts should be adjusted 'efficiently'. This is one of the few articles that suggests options other than YRS might be possible to relieve overcrowding. Suggestions include: scheduling double sessions, use of portables, changing attendance boundaries, or expanding existing buildings. Merino, Barbara J. "The Impact of Year-round Schooling: A Review." Urban Education. Vol. 18, No.3 (Oct. 1983), p.298-316. A little dated but does stress the complexity of assessing cost savings. States that 'advocates of YRS have sometimes oversimplified and exaggerated the financial benefits that will accrue to districts on year round schedules.' Savings are estimated at between 5% and 8%, and up to 15% in exceptional circumstances. The study also states: "In some cases savings have been so minimal that year-round schooling has been abandoned after just a few years of implementation. Virginia Beach, Virginia, found that (YRS) students did not differ in achievement of students in 9 month schools and net dollar savings came to only $8 per pupil." Nanaimo School District. Year Round School Committee, "Year Round Education." 1994. A useful document in many ways but very limited in its assessment of the financial impact of YRS, quoting only two very selective studies from Oxnard and San Diego and listing only one financial disadvantage, apparently ignoring much of the literature offering a different perspective. Much more useful is a list of factors to include in a consideration of cost analysis of YRS and a good set of questions at the end of the document to consider prior to deciding whether YRS is cost-effective. The document also mentions changes to teacher contracts which have been a cost saving in California but a problem for teachers on call when off- track teachers act as substitutes. National Education Association. Professional and Organizational Development / Research Division. What Research Says About Year-Round Schools. National Education Association. Professional and Organizational Development / Research Division, 1987. Presents information about some districts which have saved money under YRS and others where costs have increased. Most studies show a saving of 8% through YRS. Hesperia SD, CA, operating costs increased in first year of YRS, because of increased teacher salaries and extra busing costs. Hayward SD, CA, showed a 9.9% increase cost of salaries. Mussatti (1981) found increased costs with YRS: Jefferson County CO, cost increase of $14.39 per student. Elk Grove - cost increase of $14 per student. Phoenix cost per student in YRS was $1067 compared to $876 in traditional school Ontario Secondary School Teachers' Federation. "Brief to the Select Committee on Education." March 1989. The OTF brief stated that YRS incurs increased costs for repair and maintenance, largely because of paying overtime costs to fit repairs into tight time spans. Higher costs for air conditioning are also included in the brief, as is wear and tear on textbooks. Parrish, Carole A. "Year-round Schooling Makes Financial and Economic Sense." The American School Board Journal (Oct. 1989), p.34,37. A very pro-YRS article about the Marion County, Florida YRS program. Stresses both cost savings and educational gains, and recommends a minimum of 18 months planning time. However, at the time of writing they only had one school which was YR. While yet to be confirmed, we believe that there are at this time no year round schools in Marion County. Province of British Columbia. Legislative Assembly. Official Report of the Debates of the Legislative Assembly (Hansard). 3rd Session, 35th Parliament. Vol. 16, No.10. Monday, June 13, 1994. p.11825-11826. Victoria, BC: Queen's Printer, 1994. Some of the debate in the BC parliament, with Minister of Education Charbonneau clearly identifying cost-saving as a major factor in his interest in YRS. He also includes comments on the educational advantages of YRS. Smith, Deborah B. "Finding Room for California's Children." Thrust for Educational Leadership Vol. 21, No. 6 (Apr. 1992), p.8-11. Estimates the average rate of growth in student numbers in California to be 48% in the coming decade, with some districts expecting 100% growth. To house these numbers with new buildings would cost (in their estimate) $25.3 billion by the year 2000. States that by July 1991, 1 million students in California attending YRS in 1,200 schools in 135 districts. While there is little detailed consideration of costs, the article does refer to the dilapidated state of California's schools, stating that $3 billion is needed to meet deferred maintenance costs, another $3 billion for modernization and $2.4 billion to upgrade schools for YRS. United Teachers of Los Angeles Year-round Schools Committee. Questions and Answers About Year-round Schools. Los Angeles, CA: UTLA Year-round Schools Committee, 1991. Suggests that many teachers prefer the extra paychecks with YRS (13 compared to 10) and the opportunity to earn more money by working off-track, as well as accessing off-peak travel deals. Supports the research which show increased student achievement in YRS. Univer, Irving O. "Can Year-round Schools Save Money?" American School and University Vol. 48, No. 9 (May 1986), p.34-35. Somewhat old, but does mention that "many promoters have oversold their districts on such educational gains as higher achievement scores, for which there is no proof" and mentions the "failure to reap promised operational savings" from many YRS initiatives. The author suggests that only a mandatory multi-track system is likely to save money. Utah State Board of Education. Statewide Evaluation of Yearround and Extended-day Schools. Salt Lake City, Utah: Utah State Office of Education, 1989. States that overall per student personnel costs are similar after YRS is introduced, while enrollment levels were up by 10-20% after YRS. The paper also recommends extended teacher contracts (i.e. work more tracks, for a longer school year.) Young, Raymond J. and Donald E. Berger. "Evaluation Of a Year- round Junior High School Operation." NASSP Bulletin. Vol. 67 No. 459 (Jan. 1983), p.53-59. Suggests some saving in capital costs but more uncertainty re operating costs. Interestingly, the authors bring in to the debate on capital costs the effect of rising interest rates, saying that no studies have considered the effect of interest rates on such expenditures. States that the authors cannot find any comparative achievement data to support YRS over traditional calendars, but many studies since this was written make such claims. Weiss, Joel with Coryell, Jane. Changing Times. Changing Minds: The Consultation Process in Considering Year Round Schooling, 1993. States that there are no cost savings associated with singletrack schools and that five track multi calendar offer the best likelihood of cost savings, though no savings are guaranteed as higher operating costs may offset savings, especially where construction costs are underestimated. White, William D. New Cost Savings in Year-Round Schools, 1990 White claims that Jefferson County saved $87m of bonded indebtedness through YRS, but that much of this saving was unreported when year-round schooling was scrapped in the district. He suggests that the campaign to end year-round schooling was initiated by an alliance of construction trades and others with an economic interest in school construction. Parents joined this group in successfully fighting against year-round schooling. The author shows increased operating costs for year-round schooling from zero (custodians) to 33% more (Special Ed. resource teachers) but argues that these costs would have been incurred in new school had they been built, so that cost savinga are still significant through going year round. White, William D. Why a Year Round District Moved from a Multi- Track to a Single Track Operation, ERIC Document, Feb 1993. An interesting paper which shows the cyclical nature of educational trends, and how a number of factors combined to reduce enthusiasm for YRS in this district. The author believes there was a failure to recognize the costeffectiveness of YRS and that this was one of the factors in its demise. He suggests that while increased costs are noticed in year-round schooling sites (increased operating costs were calculated at $260,000 per year for each elementary school where YRS was in operation), the costs not incurred through new plant are often not seen and therefore not considered. Zykowski et al. A Review of Year-Round Education Research, California Educational research Co-operative (1991) The authors point to inaccuracies and lack of standardization in budget calculations in items such as the percentage of building capacity utilized, degree of curriculum change, voluntary or mandatory nature of program, school and class size, transportation, building modification, teacher and staff contracts, air conditioning and portable storage cabinets. Their case is that such inaccuracies and non-standardization make many of the purported claims doubtful. They quote the Quinlan (1987) and Mass (1989) studies of California and Utah YRS which are both inconclusive in terms of either increased costs or savings, report that Guthries (1984-85) study of Houston showed a 33% cost increase, Brekke's study (1989) of Oxnard which showed 9% savings and Bradford (1986) who found an increase in per pupil expenditure from year-round schooling. About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=31646&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2014 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 26, Number 4, Jan./Feb. 2014   Mental health: Love your body, love yourself  by Shelley Hine   Eating disorders and disordered eating are genuine problems in British Columbia schools. McCreary Centre Society research (2009) showed that 53% of girls and 14% of boys in British Columbia with a healthy weight were trying to lose weight. Too many teenagers have tried some form of dieting and too many school-age children think that going on a diet when they get older is normalized activity. All are bombarded with some form of media messaging every day, letting them know that regardless of many variables that can make up a personís body type, only one body type is acceptableóone that is extremely thin; what we call ìThe Thin Ideal.î The Jessieís Legacy Program holds the provincial mandate for eating disorders prevention. We feel passionate about our work because we have seen too many young lives hijacked by an eating disorder: The 13-year-old girl who goes on a diet and is over-exercising because sheís been teased about the normal changes occurring in her body and called fat, and she believes it because there is no support for her to think otherwise; the 15-year-old boy who believes he needs ì6-pack absî to be acceptable, is over-supplementing with Creatine, over-using protein shakes to bulk up, and is spending six hours with weights and training programs every day. Eating disorders begin with disordered eating, and disordered eating falls on a continuum. At one end are normal, healthy eating habits; along the centre of the continuum are things like weight and shape preoccupation, yo-yo dieting, excessive exercising, steroid use, compulsive overeating, orthorexia (fixation on righteous eating), drunkorexia (binge eating combined with alcohol abuse); moving into distorted body image and finally, into a full-blown eating disorder. It is in the centre of this continuum that vulnerable youth can get into real trouble if no one knows how to intervene. It can be very difficult for teachers to know how to approach a student they suspect has disordered eating and to know how to best support them. At the Jessieís Legacy Program, we know that adult influencers are critical to eating disorders prevention in children, and that teachers play a crucial influencing role. We also know that adult influencers need to know the correct information before they can help effectively. It is also true that we get bombarded by media messaging around body stereotypes, and arenít immune to forming opinions around weight and shape that might be influenced with better information. We have designed our Jessieís Legacy web page (jessieslegacy.com ñ Resources for Educators) with a resource stream on eating disorders prevention, resiliency, media literacy, curriculum, videos and other website referrals, designed especially for professionals and educators. The website is updated as new information becomes available, with special attention to this page because of our belief in adult influencers being one of the best lines of defense in the prevention of eating disorders in children and youth. Our speakers bureau offers a presentation to both elementary and secondary schools, on eating disorders, disordered eating, resiliency, media literacy, and weight and shape bias. A PDF of this presentation is also available for qualified delivery in other regions of the province where speakers are not available. Jessieís Legacy also leads the Provincial Eating Disorders Awareness (PEDAW) Campaign, a province-wide effort to raise awareness around prevention and early intervention of eating disorders as well as media literacy, resiliency, building healthy body image and self-esteem. This initiative is a collab‚oration with Kelty Mental Health Resource Centre, Looking Glass Foundation, St. Paulís Specialized Adult Eating Disorder Program, BC Childrenís Hospital Eating Disorders Program and Healthy Minds, Healthy Campuses, and Project True. PEDAW is launched the first full week in February with activities and events taking place throughout the year. The ongoing theme for PEDAW is ìLove Our Bodies, Love Ourselves.î Themed wristbands are available. PEDAW 2014 is under way with a number of projects and events being planned, including a wristband challenge and multi-media contest. A calendar can be found on the PEDAW section of the Jessieís Legacy website, jessieslegacy.com. If you have questions call us at 1-888-988-5281, extension 204, or e-mail us at family@familyservices.bc.ca  See also: E-mail: pedaw@familyservices.bc.ca   Facebook: ñ facebook.com/JessiesLegacyEating DisorderPrevention ñ facebook.com/loveourbodies loveourselves   Twitter: @loveourbodies   Blog: loveourbodiesloveourselves.blogspot.ca  Website: jessieslegacy.com   ï Youtube: youtube.com/user/loveourbodies   Shelley Hine, child and familty therapist, Family Services of the North Shore and co-ordinator, Jessie's Legacy Eating Disorders' Prevention Program   )
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2014/09/tentative-agreement-yes-or-no.html?showComment0751410998975031,Staffroom Confidential: Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, September 16, 2014 Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Despite what I know was a herculean effort on the part of our bargaining team, I very much hope that BC teachers will vote no to the tentative agreement. After five weeks of strike, and twelve years of legal battles, this is not the deal that will restore sanity to public education and it is not a fair deal for teachers and students. Just as teachers in Saskatchewan rejected a deal to ensure a better outcome, I hope BC teachers will consider a no vote to let our team know we have to go back to the bargaining table. Class size, composition The agreement provided a modified LIF fund starting at $75 million per year and increasing to $85 by the last year. It is for teachers only, which will mean a slight improvement in Districts where sizeable portions were spent on Education Assistants or senior District staff rather than teachers. However, in an average size District like Victoria (20,000 students, 1,000 teachers), this will translate into about 5-10 more teachers. That is one for every five schools. To put it in comparison, Justice Griffin's judgement estimated the lost funding due to lost class size language at about $330 million in current dollars. (Read more here about the proposed Education Fund.) I heard so many teachers speak up about the need to ensure that we do not return to over-crowded classes when the strike ends. This agreement does very little to alleviate what is the most pressing issue. Throwing away the court victory The agreement provides a "reopener" in the event we win on appeal our class size language. What this means is that the language returns, but is not implemented until new language is negotiated. Without the actual implementation of the returned language, there will be very little incentive for the government to bargain it back. We would essentially be back in the very same position we are in today, with government trying to bargain it out and us trying to bargain it back in. In my opinion, even if we were legislated back to work we would be in a superior position. If we won the appeal the government would then be forced to implement the language. We are thus throwing away our historic court victory and the bargaining pressure it potentially creates. The reopener is really only mildly less offensive than E80. In both cases, we have to bargain back what was illegally taken from our contract and the government will probably never have to restore it. In fact, the "reopener" creates the perfect opportunity for government to lock us out to try and force us to agree to something far inferior. Throwing away the remedy for the last twelve years The agreement provides $105 million to compensate for grievances over-sized classes for the last twelve years. Using Justice Griffin's estimates, our loss is roughly $300 million times 12 = over $3 billion. I cannot fathom how $105 million is a fair compromise. The BCTF's original proposal to put this money back into the system was a more fair and productive approach. This agreement means we can no longer go to the courts for a fair remedy. Wages The agreement is very close to government's original offer. While I would be willing to accept this if the class size language was returned, teachers should not be taking such a significant monetary loss without the commensurate gain in working conditions. We have lost roughly 12% of our annual salary. We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut. Minimal improvements There are very minimal improvements in preparation time for elementary teachers (10 minutes per week), and TTOC daily rate. The TTOC daily rate change may depend on your grid placement. It could actually be a wage loss for long term TTOCs who are above category 5 and step 7. There is also $11 million in health and dental benefits. At 40,000 members, this is $275 each. Hardly worth consideration in the context of the rest of the agreement. What next? There are a variety of options if we vote no. We can continue the strike. We can choose to return to work and continue bargaining. We do not, and should not, accept an agreement that doesn't meet our needs and doesn't meet the needs of students and public education. When Saskatchewan teachers rejected the first deal which had 5.5% wage increases over four years, the second deal had 7.3% increases over four years. They have said this still isn't good enough. For us, our main issue is classroom conditions. We need to say this isn't good enough. The way to do that is to vote no. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 7:48 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 124 comments: Troy MooreSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:17 PM The EC recommendation states the open clause will be argued from restored language. However, selling our grievances for nothing as the 105 million is strike savings, is plenty of reason to vote no. Further, no composition caps, but a fund controlled by Superintendents is enough reason to vote no. Thursday I will vote no.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:06 PM Re-opener also says "education fund" in place until new language bargained, so old language can disappear forever.Delete Reply Mme RousseauSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:33 PM Government starved us to death hoping we'd vote yes to whatever deal they'd offer. Planned it from the start.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:07 PM We can sill choose (collectively) to return to work if we reject this deal. Many options.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:09 PM Great analysis, Tara! I think that returning to work would be a bad idea. This will frustrate parents more if they need to find new ways to deal with taking care fo kids. USe the money given to you by the other unions. I am a teacher who had to quit for stress over the terrible condition of work (split FI grade 4/5, several low LD kids with little support, one severe with no support, 2 gifted (no support), and a principal who expected me to teach 2 separate social studies AND science programs)Delete Reply Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:56 PM Good points by all but the gov't succeeded in starving my family out and completly breaking us. I will be voting YES and live to fight another dayReplyDelete Replies schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:21 PM 'Fight another day'? In the last twelve years that we have been pushing back against this government, never has the tide tide been so much with teachers, class size/composition, and public education - and never has the government been pushed back onto the ropes (especially with the call for binding arbitration). What 'other day' is being proposed that we wait for? Now is the time. Vote 'no' and give the BCTF bargaining team a renewed mandate to get a decent deal for students and teachers.Delete Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:10 PM "Another day" means to wake up and realize that 2more weeks means my family of 5 could lose our home. It means I will do all I can to recall Cc, Factbender, and other mla's, and maybe even having "a guy I know" have a chat with them. In year 1 of their reign, I don't believe they even know what "the ropes" are. I will vote YES ...for my family, and I can live with thatDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:12 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply Karen FergusonSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:03 PM Just a question: When the Saskatchewan teachers voted no, had they already been on strike for 5 weeks?ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM No. They are working with no contract. They are not on strike.Delete Shannon DavisSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:23 AM I am a Saskatchewan teacher. We are not on strike; we are currently in the conciliation process after voting "no" to 2 previous offersDelete Reply "Mama Rose"September 16, 2014 at 9:27 PM Can we truly return to work without agreeing and continue bargaining? When I suggested returning to work a few weeks ago, the answer was "being on strike puts pressure on the gov't and without pressure they have no reason to settle." And can you explain more how legislating us back would be better than agreeing to this deal? And finally, why would the BCTF executive put forward a deal that was not a good one?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:30 PM Because they need confirmation of the resolve of the membership to get something better. That is what a no vote does.Delete Reply Troylana MSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:28 PM some great points to ponder, tara......thinking thinking....ReplyDelete schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:43 PM If we vote 'no' to the tentative deal we still have options: We'd not have a contract. But we could... a) strike with full picket lines b) partially strike with phase 1 (work-to-rule) in schools c) partially strike with periodic/rotating job action d) continue negotiating e) return to work and re-escalate strike f) some/all of the above ReplyDelete Replies Caroline MackenzieSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:21 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:14 PM a) will expedite matters (I say less that 3 days)Delete Reply danabjornsonSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:05 PM I am thinking that a legislated, crappier contract would only be in effect for 2 years max (before elections...). If we take this offer, then we will be agreeing to this pseudo-E80. Should we win the court case (which we likely will), we will have to settle on the terms of the THIS negotiated contract which doesn't actually restore learning conditions; it simply allows for those conditions to be negotiated. If we say n, then we default to the 2002 contract, which DOES restore the language. A "yes" vote is saying that we are good on "crumbs"; a "no" vote is saying we want an actual meal. That's my understanding, anyway. Please correct me where I am wrong, Tara. :)ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:44 PM And word is IF they legislate, they could opt to legislate back Grade 10-12 only causing the union to have to lay off all teachers and re-hire based on seniority. That will tear the union at the seams pitting teacher against teacher for those positions. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:17 PM There will be a general strike if that were to happen! They better not do this. They will regret it.Delete Reply imaginefunlearningSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:09 PM Some good points on the background of our fight over the past 12 years, which I have been actively engaged in; however we need to recognize the climate we are in. We are not in Sask. people! We have just come through a very long summer!! We need to thank our @bctf bargaining team & recognize the toll this has taken on all of us & our families. I don't have the luxury of more time on the strike line. This may be as good as it gets. Let's read the agreement and consider getting back to work and making some $ again! That's my 2 cents worth, which would come in really handy right now!!!ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:18 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply RobSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:11 PM Go back in work to rule mode. Work this winter to recall every Liberal MLA. ThAt is the only way to apply pressure to these criminals. ReplyDelete Replies Kate RestonSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:03 PM Recall! Not sure who won the battle but the war is still onDelete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:14 AM Well said Kate... I agree 100%Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:20 PM I think say NO and a better deal will be done in less than 3 days. These guys are not criminals, they are lower than that. I bet they get a sick pleasure in hurting the kids and the teachers.Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:31 PM An official recall is in the works: https://www.facebook.com/groups/316129595235450/?fref=ts Please consider joining.Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:26 AM Leah - do you honestly think anyone who voted BC Liberal did so thinking that they would act any differently on the education file?Delete Reply JJSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:16 PM I am glad to see other members who share my views. I am outraged at a 1.2 percent "raise" in salary per year that doesn't even meet inflation of currently 2%. I feel used and abused.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:23 PM Not to mention all of the other pittance! I am actually surprised that Iker asked teachers to vote on this! Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:18 PM Hi Tara Thanks for the summary! Will we be able to vote NO to the deal, but vote YES to returning to work? Will there be three options when we vote Thursday? Why did the BCTF agree to a substandard deal for us? If we vote no to a deal that was recommended to us, the teachers look like the bad guys and public approval will plummet. I am very disappointed and frustratedReplyDelete Replies KataSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:12 AM Public approval will not necessarily plummet. I have seen strikes where the membership has voted against the executive's "best results to date", and ended up with a better offer. This offer is an insult. The $300 million will not bring funding to the national average (I believe). More importantly, the wage offer is half of the average wage increase for public and private workers (StatsCan). Delete Reply MontySeptember 16, 2014 at 10:19 PM Thank you, Tara. My thoughts too, more clearly expressed. As well, Thursday is too soon to vote, too soon to vote, too soon to vote........ReplyDelete Richard ChalkeSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:21 PM Vote no and lose every shred of public support...just sayin!ReplyDelete Replies UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:31 AM I am a member of the public and would support a "no" vote. js!.Delete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:01 AM Richard Chalke, NO you won't! I am a mother with 3 adopted special needs children who need to be in a class that is designed for them and others like them (my kids are academically slightly delayed but their issues are more social and behavioural) where they can receive the education they deserve taught in a way they can comprehend. I will speak now for all the parents I know, and we will support the teacher's if they continue to fight for our children's best interest.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:28 PM It might not be pretty at first, but once we explain things (and I hope the Mandarin-speaking teachers flood the Richmond organization that voiced their concerns), they will back us. The 3 billions that the judge came to is the first I hear about. This should be stated to every newsmedia comment section in the province. Minimize pickets and flood those outlets with commenters, just like the Liberals do. Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:45 PM I am a member of the public and a single Mother of a child in the public school system. You will NOT lose one bit of my support if you vote no. I know that you are sacrificing so that my child can have a better education, and I am most grateful for it. Having said that, I also know that you are exhausted and broke. I have been dreading that you may have to settle for less than what you (we) deserve because the government succeeded in breaking you. I am not in your shoes, so cannot judge. If the vote is a yes, I understand and I am still behind you. Delete Reply Alison RocheSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:25 PM It is a crap deal. It's always a crap deal. Once you raise the stakes to striking, anything else is a cave in. The last time we walked out was the 3 day illegal strike where I threw away 1200$ and got EXACTLY the same contract I had the year before. The BCTF called it a win because they didn't rip up MORE of my contract. Ridiculous. There are a few of us that believe that working to contract, doing 100% of your teaching job and nothing more (like paying for supplies out of your own pocket or EC) is the only way teachers will survive this government. What if they get re-elected again? Then what? Teachers have lost thousands to these clowns to make "statements" about the state of public education in this province. We can't keep sacrificing ourselves and our families. And in the meantime, you talk to parents about why you have to take this crappy road. Because up until this strike they mostly didn't care about the state of education, but god forbid you didn't run a Sports Day. Then suddenly they wanted to know what the hell was going on. Keep the conversation going in schools. Attend your PAC meetings and stop enabling this govt to underfund and overwork the system. And still get paid!ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:20 AM I am very excited at the prospect of returning to my beloved job on Friday. However I will NOT continue to put my personal money into my classroom and I will be seriously reconsidering my involvement in extra curriculars. I think we shoot ourselves in the foot with all the unpaid work we so willingly volunteer to do. Delete Reply FCSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:38 PM I heard a rumour last week from a loose lipped government insider that after the 22nd, depending on the outcome of the negotiations the Liberals were going to announce a 3 step process. I was not clear if this was based on 3 steps to resolve the strike (perhaps the 3rd step is legislation??) or 3 steps to overhaul the education system, either way, they will settle it outright. I wish you all luck and all the information that you need to make a sound decision of what you feel is best.ReplyDelete Replies Lisa BurrowsSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:53 PM I have heard similar rumours. On the 23rd, the gov. was planning on introducing a $6000 per year voucher system for 3 choices: an academic or trades program, or something called EducationCanada. Not clear whether their intention was to privatize the public system, de-certify teachers and hire them back under new wage/benefits. Not clear where these rumours originated from. Maybe fear tactics to get teachers to vote yes. In any event, I plan on voting yes. I signed up to be a teacher, not a martyr. This strike has cost us a lot. We need to regain our livelihood and hopefully continue the conversation about class composition. We have at least awakened many people to the issue, and the court case is still an avenue that could eventually improve teaching and learning conditions.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:33 PM I urge all teachers to fight and say NO to this deal. Retired teacher who had to retire because horrendous work conditions. Make me proud. They will not last long if you say NO! I know this is tough, but there is money and I hear that Van City does offer loan at low to 0 %. Banks do allow you to miss a mortgage payment. Go talki to your banker.Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM Will school districts require teachers to make up missed days, as suggested in the media? Will the school calendar be changing to make up for the missed three weeks and if so will we be made aware of those changes PRIOR to the vote? ReplyDelete KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:41 PM "Wages..... We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut." And that is the cost of going on strike!!! There is nothing that can be done about that. You cannot go on strike and put up the raise you want every week to compensate for your time on strike - it doesn't work that way.ReplyDelete Replies Drew StevensonSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:59 AM I believe the missing "..." Suggests that they meant to refer to the losses against inflation since the last wage step increase. Thus this contract does not allow us to recover the buying power lost to inflation since the last non contract or "0%" year. Add those up and compare against the proposed increase and you see that by the end of the contract, we won't be able to afford the same value of goods (loaves of bread, watts of energy, litres of gas) that we could at the end of the last contracts term. It was not a comment about wages that were lost in the strike. Those are really small potatoes when compared to the grinding power of inflation over years and years. The next contract will use this latest for a bench mark so these losses to inflation will grind at all teachers for as long as they teach. A death of a thousand cuts to our ability to afford basic goods and services. Any raise less than inflation is a cut to the value placed on us and on our ability to pay our bills. Delete Reply Ed SSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:09 PM Having lost $20,000 (including summer school wages) as the single income for a family of five is far too much; I will be voting YES to the deal, unless the independently wealthy teachers out there who wish to continue the strike will pay my bills and mortgage for me.ReplyDelete Replies Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:14 PM I feel ya. Yes for meDelete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:18 AM Ed S. With all due respect (and I mean that), how did you lose $20,000 in the strike? Teachers were out 2 weeks (all out) before they were supposed to be in June, and now 3 weeks for the start of school? It is my understanding that teachers don't get paid through the summer months. Please correct me if I'm wrong, wherever I'm wrong. Shouldn't you have been financially alright for the summer months at least? Also all teachers knew this strike had a possibility of extending into the new school year but no one teacher budgeted for this possibility? I'm truly just trying to get a clear picture of where this all stems. NO disrespect intended.Delete BlairSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:12 AM Kelly, not Ed but if you look at the numbers there was the 10% lockout haircut in May/June plus the loss of most of June and the loss of much of September. In our 1 teacher (1 non) household we calculated a $9 K - $10 K loss so far. If you add summer school earnings you can easily make the loss in the $20 k zone. As for budgeting, we budget for the summer, but did not expect the 10% haircut, nor the loss of June/Sept days which completely messed our budgeting calculations. A very good friend (single teaching mother) was crushed by the loss of the June income and is without a penny today.Delete Mr. SmoothSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:35 PM The only one who didn't get a haircut was Jim Iker... and he needs one more than anyone else. What's with that over-coiffed 70"s mullet Jim? Does wonders for the BCTF brand image!Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:55 PM Jim's hair is not open for discussion in a respectful space like this. As for his salary, he is a teacher who does not get paid when we are on strike.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:04 PM Totally agree!Delete Reply Mr. GSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:24 PM If I thought they could do any better I would agree with voting NO, but you have to be realistic. The BCTF does not use professionals to bargain and always ends up with much less than they promise the membership when asking for a strike vote. While this is not a great deal for teachers, I really think you're fooling yourself if you think it'll get any better.ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:02 AM BCTF needs to be replaced with younger more adept representatives and advocates. Also, we should be hiring professional contract negotiators - you don't go into battle with cut throat corporate types with a wooden knife. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:37 PM This is BAD deal! Say NO to it and show those (expletives) that we will not take it anymore! Come on! Show them that teachers have a spine! They will respect us, oddly!Delete Reply retaSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:51 PM I agree with Richard. Those in the public that are uniformed would be furious, and there are many teachers who just can't afford to use their wages as their voice any longer - too much has already been donated to the government. In my opinion, the deal is pretty lame. I am sitting on the fence.ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:24 AM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:26 AM So true!!! I cannot afford to fight this battle for public education any longer. Why is this my personal and professional obligation??? However I think this deal is weak weak weak. I also think its the best we are going to get. Ideologically I'm on the fence but my wallet will vote YES.Delete Reply SirThinksToo MuchSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:54 PM My wife and I will be voting "Yes" on Thursday for it is the middle path. The easy path would have been for us to go back to school with E-80 & E-81 over our heads. The difficult path would be for us to vote "No" and put our mortgage at risk and having to continue asking retired parents for handouts to feed a family with three kids. The middle path is the wisest choice for us considering the current political climate in which those who do not teach are the quickest to judge it harshly.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:41 PM I understand that this is really tough for you! I almost died teaching a few month ago. I had to quit. Please consider holding on and say no. Remember the short loss in salary will be offset in the LONG-RUn by better salary increase. This is a joke! They will be laughing at you even more if we accept this. This is a very bad deal! However, I do respect your position!Delete Reply DaleSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:16 AM Why would classroom conditions be better on October 9th after being legislated back? We have been outplayed because of our stubborn refusal to outdated, tired old tactics. It is because of these actions that have led us to this terrible deal. Time to reset, regroup and stock up for the long haul. Can't do it if half the members commit hara kiri on themselves. We are a union of professionals not a cult. ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:49 AM Could not agree more.Delete schreck!September 17, 2014 at 9:44 AM Could you please advise which tactics you believe could have been used to secure a superior deal?Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:47 AM Full disclosure: I'm a BC Liberal supporter. The only people who would benefit from a NO vote are the BC Liberals. Teachers would be bargaining with no leverage whatsoever and would be viewed by a large segment of the population as unreasonable. The BC Liberals then get portray themselves as the only party capable of dealing with the BCTF. schreck! says that the BCTF has the government on the ropes, but he couldn't be farther from the truth. The government wants people to view the BCTF as their primary opponent. Disputes like this just shore up the BC Liberal base and protect its right flank. Any half-baked recall campaign will only reinforce that. It's true teachers aren't going to recoup the lost wages from the strike. I would suggest to you that that means this job action was probably not in teachers' interests, especially without any sort of appreciable strike fund. This is the best deal teachers were ever going to get with this government and people should have been able to recognize that in June. If you want my advice (which you probably don't), it would be to spend the next 5 years building up a strike fund, electing better leaders, and hiring a professional negotiating team. Don't bring a knife to a gunfight and expect things to go well. Focus on getting the best deal you can from whoever the government is rather than trying to change the government, the HST, Kinder Morgan or a thousand different issues that distract from education and erode the union's finances further. You'd be doing yourself a favour, and probably doing the NDP a favour at the same time. Also, if schreck! is David Schreck, you can thank his opposition to STV for the last two BC Liberal majorities. I know I do.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:11 PM One step would be to stop making political contributions to the NDP. This only contributes to the childish animosity and lack of trust that has constantly characterized negotiations. How else can the Socreds/Liberals view teachers except as enemies when they so publicly support their opponents. This stupid confrontational immature approach has to STOP!!!!! Education should not be a political fight when it is so obviously a valuable benefit to our society. It was an NDP government that legislated teachers back to work in 1993. Stop making education a political fight.Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:10 PM I don't think they have to go that far. CUPE and the Nurses still contribute to the NDP yet they don't have the same acrimonious relationship. CUPE and the Nurses just make their members their priority, and broader advocacy second.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:55 PM Ryan (possibly a Liberal paid commenter), with all due respect, I disagree with you. The cumulative increase in lieu of this will be better. Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can. I say to Iker, ask for 6% over 3 years because these people love to play the 15% over 15 year game to make it so big on the surface. Some people think that this is 15% every year. Believe me! I have seen it in comment sections. Others believe that the 15% is too high not understanding that they must divide things over the duration of the contract. It is time that we play it smarter. It is time to put the foot down and ask for money given to us by other unions, if it is needed. Banks can accept one late mortgage payment. It would be suicidal for them to not help. Imagine the possible damage if that ever leaks out. They could lose a lot in teacher money. I for one would pull my money out of a bank in support! Teachers are going to show this government that we have a spine! Enough is enough! Aren't you tired of being treated like kids? (Retired teacher who almost died in a car accident because of work conditions that were horrendous. I had to quit.)Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 AM Not paid by the BC Liberals. I pay them actually... :/ I imagine astroturfers of any affiliation wouldn't disclose their bias. "Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can." How did that work in May 2013? If the teachers reject a contract that their own union endorsed, it will make teachers seem unreasonable. Whether that perception is true or fair is irrelevant. It's what will happen, and teachers will be weaker as a result. Take my advice. Build up a strike fund and focus on the internal governance of the BCTF for the next 6 years. You'll be better off for it. Or not. I don't mind you or others making it easier for the party I support to get elected. I'd just rather not see kids and teachers hurt in the process.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:37 AM Ah! The "don't-hurt-kids" card, hey, when you have underfunded education for 12 years! WOW! That takes the cake! Are your trolling? Oh! You are serious? :) Would you be surprised if I don't follow your advice, considering your lack of logic? Would you be surprised if others don't follow your advice? It is ttue that bullies like you and your ilks love to show who is the boss, who is the teacher now! I suspect that is at the root of the problem! No one wants to fail in school! No one wants to get the strap! Sad that today's teachers don't like it too! But, who cares, we are ... teachers! We deserve it! BAH! BAH! BAH!Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:22 PM That's fine. I look forward to another 16 years of BC Liberal government.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:41 PM 16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate! Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan! Sociopaths do that!Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 9:35 AM "16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate!" 16 years of our opponents still don't understand why they lost. Like I said, that's fine with me. If I said the Liberals would be in power for at least another 13 years back in 2004 you probably would have laughed too. Heck, if I told you on May 13 last year that the BC Liberals would be reelected on May 14 you'd probably have laughed too. And you were wrong. Why is that? Answer that question if you want the NDP to win the next election. Without a correct answer to it, the NDP's cause is hopeless. "Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan!" You feel they are flawed, and that's fine. I don't go around calling people who disagree with me sociopaths, nor do I accuse them of being paid shills. But I also don't feel much need to address your ad hominems. There are logical arguments to support your position, but argumentum ad hominem is not one of them. It's a textbook logical fallacy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 1:15 PM Ah! Now I get it! It is all ego-based! You think because you voted the winning party that you are a winner and we are losers! You think because you predicted that the Liberals would win, you are winner. That does not make YOU a winner or the Liberals! It is called DEMOGRAPHICS, you expletives. The baby boomers are getting old and because they have more assets and won't make a whole lot more for too long, they need to vote a govn't who is going to do just that! It is not rocket science! WOW! You think you are so superior when your party stole an election with 47% of the popular vote. That's not a majority and your party should not have been elected. BTW, did you delete from your ethical memory the words Ethnic voting scandal? The field is slanted and you know it. However, you are so willing to minimize, forget the scams and bad fairplay tactics like a sociopath is allowed to minimize or ignore his or victims emotions that you don't see that you are the loser, we are the victim of your constant bullying. 1% wage increases after years of 0% increases and you can justify that when Yahoo reports that the average Canadian can hope to get 2.5% this and next year: https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html You Liberals behave like fascists, but we can't call you that because that's not allowed! Well! Guess what? It is and you are. Live with it! You keep on dreaming you are a genius! :) I am retired, getting soon a nice pension, and laughing at you from a beach somewhere! AHAHA! Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 2:14 PM What's with the name calling Peter? For someone claiming to be retired you really don't show the wisdom of age. For someone who talks about logic, you use logical fallacies like ad hominems a lot too. It's a fair point that the BC Liberals didn't get a majority of the vote (and I'm a very big supporter of electoral reform). The BC Liberals + Conservatives did though, and I don't think it's realistic to expect the BC Conservatives to have been more generous had they been part of government. Last time I checked I just voted. I didn't "victimize" anyone. Perhaps your rage is misplaced. If you think the election was "stolen" I'm afraid I have to question your grasp on reality though. "Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?" I'm glad you'll have a pleasant retirement Peter. I have no ill will towards you. I'm not sure why you think I do. I'm not saying people were *right* to vote BC Liberal. That's a matter of opinion. All I'm saying is people *did* vote BC Liberal. More voted BC Liberal than BC NDP for the last 5 elections in a row actually. You need to understand why that happened in order to change it for the next election. Clearly you're not interested in that though. Which is fair enough. Just remember next time you're upset about something the BC Liberals do that your lack of interest is part of why the BC Liberals get elected at all.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 3:23 PM I love your culture --or the lack of thereof! Guess what, stop thinking averybody is white and must follow your little rules. Namecalling? Sociopath? Whaaaat? And, what if you are? Still can't call you that? :) You fascist right-wingers are big on censorship! I just don't like you giving us lessons on how to get the NDP in. As stated, people are voting right of the NDP because it is a matter of demographics and a little ethnic vote buying on the side. The rest is mumbo jombo. Yes, of course, they will have to go on strike in the future and yes they will have to build a strike fund. The Liberals stole that from the BCTF too! And, you wonder why I don't have any respect for them? Yes, electoral reform is needed! We agree!Delete Reply JJ GeorgeSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:46 AM As a parent, I support the teachers and respect whether they choose to vote yes or no. However I noticed a discrepancy here from other information I've read regarding prep time for elementary teachers. Here it states minimal improvement to prep time - only 10 minutes per week being added. Elsewhere I read that it is 100 minutes per week for prep, increasing by an additional 10 minutes in the final year. That is a significant difference, and worth noting. Or have I completely misunderstood?ReplyDelete Replies Anne-MarieSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:59 AM Elementary teachers currently have 90 minutes of preparation time per week so an increase to 100 minutes per week is only gaining 10 minutes. In other provinces and some private schools they have as much as 45 minutes of prep time per day.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:56 PM Thank you for inquiring!Delete DW ZSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:57 PM You're right JJ George. There is a significant difference around the province regarding preparation times. In my district elementary teachers currently get 100 minutes of prep time. This new proposal is useless to me. I'll have to wait 6 years to gain an extra 10 minutes. Delete Reply UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:11 AM Almost nobody gets cost of living adjustments. Also inflation is NOT 2%. Do some research and look at the CPI for BC over the last 24 months. The average over the last 2 years is 0.7%, not 2%. The CPI changes every month so you cant just look at the highest month and declare that THE inflation rate. Check out the 12 month averages document for the actual numbers. http://www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/StatisticsBySubject/Economy/ConsumerPriceIndex.aspx All that being said I support the teachers. if you think this is a bad deal as a parent my dream would be for the teachers to vote no but continue bargaining because I do think the kids need to be in school and I do fear that the teachers will lose all support if the strike continues. All I ask as a parent is that you do your own research and try not to be swayed by all the opinions. ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:01 AM Inflation for August was 2.1% (http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/economy/cpi-report-expected-to-reveal-rise-in-canadas-core-inflation-rate/article20593943/). The CPI is a year-over-year calculation.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:43 AM Inflation should be looked at as a yearly average, not an individual month.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:34 PM The lawyers do not believe we have compromised our court deal. Our leadership would not have sold us out. We dodged a bullet. The Premier had something loaded even if we are not sure what it was. The idea that we could simply return to work is not guaranteed. I think a no vote could easily lead to the Liberals locking us out again because the Premier wants to crush us and she will use any excuse. She did not want to take the advice of her people and do this deal. I am certain a plan for drastic action (where we have to take the concessions they had planned) or worse - was in place. We can't guarantee the press will do any better job explaining the complexities should we say no. They rarely sided with us in markets outside of Vancouver where people are more political and they often misled or allowed others to mislead. They are not helping and would sensationalize. This would see dissolution of support very quickly - especially if we asked for wages. (Though admittedly it angers me that we can't ask for wages without being accused of being greedy when that is what most bargaining units do). But we have argued this is about kids and while this is not ideal - it is better to have teachers than not. The deal does suck in that it does not bring us to par - but this fight needs to be won with a strategy that is political and capacity will do that in another round. We have some support - but it is limited to the choir. We need to have the pews too. We need to build that capacity while working and continue to find allies because the fight is bigger than most people want to consider. This is about ideology and about privatization. Education always was political but never more so than now and we have to fight this party or the conservatives who would do the same or worse. No teacher who is responsible can ignore the politics any longer. That is simply the truth. If you work in the system you better get informed and you better be prepared to fight until retirement for the system. That said, I want to ask the same question others are asking: Why is this the job of 42,000 teachers and not the job of all citizens who want equality to fight for this right? It is time (while the conversation is still on-going and up to and including election night) for us to guide the public where we can but mainly play our part by not propping the system up. Make poverty known. Make noise about shortfalls, ask questions (in the media or in board offices ) about who is going to fix it instead of paying ourselves, volunteer some but wait for the pubic to step up so they see what schools lack. I hate the deal too. But I trust Vince Ready and Iker and I don't think we could have done better right now. I think we dodged a bullet because I have read everything this government has put out and followed the trail. They plan to privatize and they are just looking for the route. Voting YES for now does not mean we are giving up. It does not mean a win in the way we wanted but we have won a battle that will lead to us winning the war. If we don't rest up and stock up we might not get there.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:57 PM Well, if it is bigger than just this battle, then we will need ALL the unions to strike if they do indeed use drastic (draconian) measures. I say it is time for ALL of the unions to call a general strike. I guarantee that they will not like that one bit. What will they do then? Call the army? :) People in Europe, at the end of the 19th century stood up in mines. General strikes do occur in Europe and have. If you think you had it tough, think of them who stood tall for US in tougher times and conditions. Make sacrifices. Sell furniture. Tutor on the side. Ask for the BCTF money. Ask your banker to help. As friends and relatives. If we say NO, it won't last long. If they legislate us back, let's call a general province-wide strike of all unions. Delete Reply Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:47 AM Between CC's smug smile as she celebrates slaughtered teachers and Jim Iker's goofy grin - seemingly unaware that he has been a willing puppet, I am thoroughly disgusted. Over the next 5 years, teachers will be in an increasingly bad situation financially, classrooms will continue to be too large and complex with increasing medical, social and environmental issues impacting academic delivery. It could not be less obvious that things will continue to worsen. The Liberals have ensured that BC is rapidly becoming the Canadian Monaco for rich off shore interests and wealthy corporations. Soon the underpaid "workers" will have to be bussed in daily to Vancouver - Asian style. The only recourse is to move to just about any other province and bring in up to $100,000 more over the six years with much less cost of living. So we are bailing, encouraged by friends who have gotten positions in Manitoba and Alberta. My colleagues and I discovered through contacting several school boards across Canada that specialist (special needs and behavioural) and secondary science teachers are in particular demand. I want to work in a professional, respectful environment where the needs of all children are considered a priority and where I feel inspired to do my best. However, I want my vote to reflect the wishes of teachers who will be here over the next 6 (5) years, so very much appreciate your blog and opportunity to read the comments.ReplyDelete Bert SlaterSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:11 AM To vote YES will throw away 12 years of effort, and 2 victories in BC Supreme Court. To vote YES will be to snatch defeat from the jaws of victory. If you vote YES what bargaining power do you think you will have - the government will do nothing, and then what do you think you will do - take job action? PLEASE VOTE NO.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:59 PM Time to show you have a spine!Delete Reply RodSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:06 AM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Cool HandSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 AM Wouldn't a 'No' vote be a vote of no confidence in the BCTF itself?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:02 AM Not at all. It is just a message to the leadership we need to do better. The strength of the union is the members, and we support the leadership by giving them direction through democratic means.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:40 PM I disagree. How else can a recommendation by the EC to vote yes be interpreted? Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:00 PM I am sure people will interpret this both ways, but it is a vote. If it is supposed to be a "Yes", because it might be interpreted one way, then why bother having a vote?Delete Kate TSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:07 AM Yes , it would be. I don't think we could come out much better than this with this government. How will a No obtain that? Christy will be happy, she can declare the BCTF gone and roll out her plan to privatize. Delete Reply David DeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:06 AM A no vote would be a rejection of a the court victories defied by the government and an inadequate deal containing some vague promises that won't meet the needs of teachers or students on class size and other important issues.In Ontario elementary teachers get 200 minutes of prep time per 5 day cycle. I know there is financial hardship, but the union has received close to $2 million in donations from other unions; is there no way of accessing hardship funds? At minimum, vote no and return to work on work to rule with various strike options.ReplyDelete Erica JonesSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:25 AM This article actually makes me so mad. It is NOT better for the kids that they have missed almost all of june and all of september. This is what you signed up for in BC as a teacher. Get on board or GET OUT.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:20 PM Is this really what teachers signed up for? At my high school, each class has about 30 kids, with an average of 17 kids per classroom with an identified learning disability. Our district says that there should be no more than 4 kids per classroom.. How do you expect non-specialist teachers to help each student when over half of them require more resources because of a learning disability? Furthermore, are you generalizing the "better-ness" to all the kids in BC? Because I don't think that it would be better if kids went back considering the learning environment isn't up to par. There are barely any Education Assistants, and support teachers for the multitude of children who need them. While I recognize and appreciate your enthusiasm for education, please realize that the public school system isn't a daycare. Also, please think about your words and the learning environment prior to speaking out. By the way, we're not an autocracy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:08 PM I can understand your frustration! Understand mine! I almost died at 7:30 pm one night returning from teaching a FI split class with several students who did not get enough support or no support at all. The principal expressed to me that he expected me to teach 2 different social studies programs and 2 different science programs. ANYONE I talked to knows that this is impossible to do, especially in French Immersion when kids get no support at home and books are often too hard for students to read. I had to quit my job. I did it for me and did it for the kids. I was like a surgeon who is asked to operate on 5 patients with an old scalpel with 2 inexperienced nurses. Predictably, 4 patients would die and I would be reprimanded! Teachers are put in terrible conditions and kids too. I hope you have the openmind to consider the reality of this honest personal anecdote. I also wish you to understand that this is likely not an isolated incident. What will it take? A kid to commit suicide because he or she is not getitng enough support?Delete Reply hilarySeptember 17, 2014 at 10:29 AM It is incorrect to equate lost funding with what the teachers would have received in grievances. The two are not equivalent. The starting position of the BCTF was $225M, so they never expected $3B to resolve grievances. I'm also interested to know where you get your figures on overcrowded classrooms. A recent Globe and Mail article says that classrooms are, on average, smaller than the caps set in 2002.ReplyDelete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:36 AM The signing bonus should be roughly $2500 each: 105 million divided by 41 thousand.ReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:53 AM It is not that simple. The $105 million is to be allocated by the union. The term "signing bonus" has been crossed off on the signed document. Some of that money may be used to pay union debts. Don't know this but clarification would be useful.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:16 PM Just quoting from the CBC news website, "And finally there are details of $105-million fund to settle grievances stemming from the ongoing court case. The BCTF says that money will be given out as a signing bonus, with specific amount yet to be determined."Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:34 AM I think it would be smart to put at least part of it into your strike fund.Delete Reply WheelsSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:55 AM If the money is used as a signing bonus, it should be based on FTEReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:12 PM Yes I am sure it will be based on FTE. The question is how much of the $105 Million is actually distributed. This is up to the union, and I am told that it is yet to be decided.Delete GuruSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:44 PM And don't forget all the retired teachers who are entitled to a share of it.Delete Reply Geoff OrmeSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:18 PM In another discussion of this someone suggested that under BC Labour Law a no vote means rejection of the proposed deal, and that means the strike continues until either: - the union in question elects to stand down - another tentative deal is presented or - the government imposes a legislated contract. I think the last of these is the most likely, and I believe the legislated contract would be draconian and brutal. What do you think, Tara? Also, I would appreciate your thoughts on Sandy Garossino's comments at https://storify.com/Garossino/should-teachers-accept-the-contractReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:14 PM If this is so, in a few month (likely a couple of years), teachers will win so much more with a Supreme Court judgment! It is possible that the Liberals know that the higher courts are stacked by Liberal judges (that is what happen when judges are chosen, not elected). In any case, a negative settlement (or not a great judgment) will galvinize the public to reform the way the Supreme court judges are being chosen. I doubt that any govn't will want that to happen. A legislated contract will make the LIbs look like sociopaths and dictators.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:47 PM Peter I think you are expecting far too much from the public, many of whom are only paying attention to this matter due to kids being home from school. The public are not remotely this savvy on the political process.Delete Reply IslanderSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:09 PM I am a continuing education teacher. We have it even worse and we are not listened to enough about our poor conditions. Those include no prep time (and we do have to mark and do report cards many times a year sometimes and commonly for 30 students in a class), travelling to different schools with no compensation, and having next to no breaks in between 3 hour classes. I worked for two years with no lunch break and taught 6 hours straight (just 15 min. breaks) to be told, "don't complain since there are others who will do it". We then got 15 min. breaks in between classes. Most of our students are wealthy immigrants, many who try to stay in classes as long as possible since the classes are free. After spending a year in Germany, I realize how better organized it is where the immigrants pay to learn the language on a sliding scale, and have to pay for a student book as well for each class. We do not even have text books, but photocopy so much at tax payers' expense. This is not right. I then teach summer school since we were not on a 12 month continual salary and most of those students are also immigrants (at least 75%). This is also free and it is becoming so common and the new immigrants know this is free babysitting and tutoring. I think one main problem is that we have so many new immigrants in our classes who need ESL like this article states about our inclusion style of education nowadays: http://www.vancouversun.com/life/Shelley+Fralic+trouble+with+schools/10203596/story.html I am honored to be teaching and like my job, but it does get exhausting especially since I need two or three jobs to pay the mortgage that I now no longer have.. back to renting since it all I can afford in this city that has become so expensive. And many don't realize that it is very very difficult to get to full time work as a teacher here. There was a formula that made it take about 10 years to get to f/t (now finally changed). I have been without pay for 3 months, and now had to finally rent a place in anticipation of returning to work, so I have to vote "yes", but please keep the comments coming for what alternatives we have. Maybe we have to just educate the public in a better way than picketing; maybe get out and walk around malls and talk to people and hand out pamphlets on how this liberal government is hurting this. Most Asians (probably just the new who are from such a different system) are already against the teachers since they do not seem to understand what is going on. http://www.vancouversun.com/Business/asia-pacific/Chuck+Chiang+Many+Asian+families+place+blame/10202757/story.htmlReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:17 PM First of all, myn thoughts are with you! I think your ideas about using different strategies is smart. Picketing is not a very good strategy to let people know about things. I think using the membership to flood media comment sections would be more effective. Going to talk to the public might be a good idea along with this, I think. Phone the BCTF and ask for support.Delete Reply Marsha HolleySeptember 17, 2014 at 1:36 PM A teachers wife Vote no you have come to far to back down. It is a -----Y DEAL. ReplyDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:45 PM Ask yourself WHY teachers cannot get 1/2 of the average increase in salary of the private sector? (The Libs will tell you because there are sooooooo many teachers, but I also hear that there are provinces where there is a need for teachers!) TORONTO - A new study says that Canadians, on average, can expect about the same size salary increase next year as in 2014. Human resources consultants Pal Benefits says a survey of 401 organizations, mainly in Ontario, Alberta and British Columbia, projected salary increase for 2015 at an average of 2.79 per cent. That was almost unchanged from the 2.74 per cent average increase projected in last year's survey. Meanwhile, in addition to the average salary increase remaining relatively steady year over year, the survey found that the percentage of employers who plan to freeze salaries appears to have stabilized at eight per cent —in the same percentages as was projected in 2014. Breaking down the numbers further, the survey found the average salary increase anticipated in the engineering, financial services and high technology sectors was three per cent. That compared with an average of 2.5 per cent on the low end for organizations in durable manufacturing. https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.htmlReplyDelete "Mama Rose"September 17, 2014 at 9:12 PM I used to agree with you, Tara, and appreciate you bringing these items to your blog to get us all thinking. But after a very long night and day of research and discussion, I realize I will be voting yes tomorrow. Here is why: I don't care about salary or benefit increases. That is not why I went on strike. I don't care if this tentative deal is not good for teachers. That's not why I went on strike either. For me, the single most important issue is class size and composition. I want to work in a classroom where I have enough time and resources available to me to adequately help all the students I teach. And while it is true that this tentative deal will not change anything in the classrooms right now (or at least most of our classrooms), I realized that we couldn't actually make changes in that area because the issues of cs and c is before the courts. When I made that connection and realized that this round of bargaining was really about a "good enough" agreement regarding wages, then the deal seems, well... good enough. BUT, the best part, is the language the BCTF legal team made around the furture court decision (the re-opener). They have it in writing that if we win the court case (which is likely) and when we have to start bargaining class size and comp again (that is exactly what Justice Susan Griffin said we would have to do) we will be STARTING from the 2002 levels. To make this simple to understand, I explained it to my friends using a number line. With this new language, the BCTF starts the next round of bargaining at say a 50. The government will want us to go to 10 or 15, and we'll compromise and end up maybe 25. But WITHOUT that language, we would have started bargaining at a 10 and only gone down from there. So I do believe it is the best deal possible, it still factors in the biggest issue (from my perspective), we do not lose the important gains of the past, and most importantly, everyone gets to go back to school.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 PM Mam Rose, I appreciate your point of view and your courage. However, let me point out to you and the readers that a decision at the BC supreme court might not turn out the way teachers anticipate. We all know that judges are appointed and who does the appointing? "All justices of the BCSC (including the position of Chief Justice and Associate Chief Justice) are appointed by the federal cabinet, on recommendation of the Minister of Justice. Masters are appointed by the provincial cabinet, on recommendation of the Attorney General in consultation with the Chief Justice." (Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Supreme_Court_of_British_Columbia) Now, I would like to think that all of those people are objective, but they are appointed and we know that there are political appointments. They have a lot of discretion over the laws and judgments. I am willing to bet that the BC Liberals do know this and are betitng the farm (or do they know something we don't know) that the Supreme Courts are stacked against teachers? So, I am not sure if we can count on a WIN if we proceed with the court ruling. I think we would be better to negotiate and negotiate a better deal.Delete Reply retaSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:57 AM Yes...no...yes...no...The last two days have been this. I’ve read so many articles and comments over the past few months and, I can say, I have learned a lot. I know this is not a great deal for teachers right now. I will be voting yes. This is why… 1. The children. Without going into the multiple issues (e.g., grad, post secondary, trades, sports, global education/trips, planned activities, those with varying degrees of special needs, those that need a soft place to land, etc., etc.) the children need to get on with their education. 2. The parents. For many parents, this strike is a financial burden. We do not like to be called baby sitters, but for many living below the poverty line, school is a financial relief. Winter is coming; gas bills will be expensive. 3. Poverty. Remember, BC has the highest child poverty rate in Canada. Schools feed and clothe numerous children. 4. The other systems educators work collaboratively with. MFCD, CYMH, foster parents, group homes, and the multitude of non-profit agencies that support vulnerable children and families are bursting at the seams. We are a part of that team. 5. CUPE. While some have been paid during this strike, that money is coming from districts. It was not provided by the government. And, CUPE is a partner in education - from the bus drivers to the tech dept to custodians to secretaries to EAs and so on. 6. Small Businesses. In our little towns, the school district is the number one employer. There is a direct cause-effect relationship between loss of wage and loss of business. 7. Money. The amount of money that is needed to reverse the erosion of the public education system over numerous years cannot be recouped in one sitting. This agreement is a start. It’s not much but the stage has been set. 8. THE COURT CASE. That is why we were on strike. All the other stuff could have been resolved months ago, but our government was working hard to make the court case go away. Well, it still exists. I consider that the victory. We live to fight another day (as rhetorical as that sounds) AND I hope people actually read the ruling and think critically about how a loss could impact the future of the Charter of Rights, and the power of government to contravene those rights. I am guessing we will vote to ratify as so many fear “what’s next?” from this government. It’s nasty business, and I think legislation would be next. VALUING PUBLIC EDUCATION needs to come from a STRONG, CONSISTENT public voice. If we do ratify the agreement, and those in the profession and public think we've given up, we have not. We’ve been fighting for years. We just haven’t been heard… until now. ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:21 AM I understand your point of view, but sometimes you have to fight to get what you want. This is a VERY bad deal, considering: Other people get on average 2.5% salary increases last year and this year and the next and the rest of us get 1% and must feel happy if we do.? (https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html) THIS DEAL is a horrendously BAD deal for kids/parents as well, of course. We are going to continue to be humiliated and be the laughing stock of many people of this province. After a decade of paycuts, WOW, this is what they are willing to offer! WOW! WOW! WOW!Delete Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:30 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Reply Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:37 PM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:08 PM Let's cross our fingers! I think we need a general strike by all unions if CC legislates teachers back. It is time to put the foot down and tell her and the Liberals that, as in the movie Network,"I am mad as hell and I won't take it anymore!"Delete Reply Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 8:26 PM Needs help on some stats for an online debate Looking for the last 10 or 15 years of contractual salary increases in %. So, 1% for 2001, 0% for 2002,...ReplyDelete Children FirstSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:00 PM Well it's all done now. Really hope the teacher's can find another angle to deal with class size and composition as well as student funding. The government will make sure the coming court case never swings your way no matter what. 2nd most expensive place to live in the the world!!! Wonder why and where the money goes??? ReplyDelete AnonSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 PM I'm an outsider, but have followed closely this whole fiasco and this is a RAW deal. Your union hung you out to dry on this one - taking a really bad deal (clearly no one from the BCTF had rudimentary math skills in their toolbox) and then publicly encouraging to the media that teachers accept the deal....what choice did you have - a no vote would have outraged the public. I could go on and on, but the bottom line, in my opinion, is that your union better get some stronger leaders who are PR and technology savvy. Out with Iker and the rest of those who bargained on your behalf - they just got ......well , we know that happened. Whew, can't even believe how screwed you got, absolutely amazing - nothing meaningful gained in the big picture and only very minor gains for a small group of people, bigger losses for the majority.. Wow - I better stop now. Best of luck. Thanks for all you do for our children. ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ▼  September (9) Reflections on the BC Teacher Strike BC Teacher strike - Lessons learned Response to Sandy Garossino Will the Education Fund improve classroom conditio... Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Class composition: a human rights perspective Class size and composition - a short visual histor... Guest post - I WILL HOLD THE LINE Teachers - let your leadership know it is time to ... ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/IssuesInEducation.aspx?id=10398,BCTF > Issues in Education > School Closures Background  	BCTF > Issues in Education  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Issues in Education > School Closures Background Since 2002, more than 200 public schools in BC have been closed. This number of closures in such a narrow space of time is unprecedented in our province’s public school history. The BCTF has compiled and made public a comprehensive accounting of school closures in BC school districts. Driven by education underfunding and facing additional costs downloaded to school boards by the provincial government, school trustees are resorting to school closures to make cuts in school district budgets. Rather than asserting their districts’ needs with the provincial government, school trustees are cutting services and programs for students and closing neighbourhood schools. Unfortunately, a focus on how to close schools has replaced the essential discussion of why close schools, with boards hiring outside consultants to develop reports, recommendations, and timelines on school closures. Often, a number of schools are announced as potential closures, leaving parents, teachers, students, and communities scrambling to make the case for why their school should remain open over other schools. School closures leading to more school closures  Trustees will report that decisions about school closures are among the most difficult they have to make. The loss of a neighbourhood school to closure has a profound impact on children, parents, teachers, and communities. Sometimes school trustees hope that closing a limited number of schools will lead to more stability and better prospects for the schools remaining in the district. Yet the experience in some areas of BC and elsewhere has proven that school closures can simply lead to more school closures. The loss of schools and the accompanying upheaval discourages existing families from staying and new families from moving to the area. School District #27, Cariboo-Chilcotin, which closed a school in each of the years 2002–03, 2003–04, and 2004–05, closed five more schools at the end of June 2013. Currently, the district only has 23 schools, spread over a very large area with numerous small communities and significant geographical challenges. School District #43, Coquitlam, closed nine schools between 2004 and 2007. School District #20, Kootenay Columbia, closed 10 schools, totally nearly half of the schools serving Trail, Castlegar, Rossland, and Fruitvale. During the “Harris years” schools and school districts in Ontario experienced defunding, destabilization, and privatization of public education very similar to that of BC over the past few years. This period in Ontario established a very disturbing trend in school closures. In 2005, People for Education reported that between 1999 and the 2005, 311 public schools were lost to closures in Ontario, with another 19 slated to close in 2006, bringing the total number of students affected to nearly 70,000. About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11932,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2000 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 13, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 2000 Next summer, help street children in Oaxaca by Jacqui Birchall Have you ever thought about spending your summer holidays helping homeless children, learning a new language, and meeting wonderful people from around the world who share your ideals? Oaxaca could be the place for you. Oaxaca City, in the State of Oaxaca, is a one-hour flight south of Mexico City. Oaxaca (pronounced wa-HA-ka) is a beautiful Spanish-built colonial city constructed on the ruins of an Aztec settlement. The summers are delightful with temperatures much like those in Vancouver. The surrounding countryside is filled with Zapotec ruins, craft-making villages, and farms where large fields are tilled with hand-held, ox-drawn ploughs. Oaxaca’s beautiful and lively town square is a modest building that yearly changes the lives of some 300 displaced indigenous children and their families. These are mostly Triqui Indians and their parents who come to the city in search of work and food. They generally find neither, and the children frequently die on the streets of this beautiful tourist destination. The children, from toddlers on up, beg all day until about eleven o’clock at night. They drink contaminated water, eat cast out food, and too frequently contract deadly diseases. Poverty means their young bodies are placed in orange crates or Styrofoam cartons for burial. There is no place for a funeral service for these, the disenfranchised. Through my conversations with these captivating and charming street children, I discovered that a small organization is working for change. Oaxaca Streetchildren Grassroots, Inc. is a small non-government organization run by volunteers from around the world. The organization feeds the children, provides medical care, education, clothing, bathing facilities, and the opportunity to go all the way to college should they so desire. It provides classes in the centre so that the children can be brought up to the same level as their counterparts in the state-run schools. Extra schooling is available in the centre to allow them to be successful once they start school. The centre provides the money for school fees and uniforms so that the children can gain an education that will help to break the chain of poverty. The centre needs volunteers. It needs educators, medical personnel, and clever all-round building and painting types who are willing to donate a few weeks a year to work with this wonderful organization. One need not speak Spanish. The Mexicans who run the centre all speak English, the children learn in English. Many of the volunteers are unilingual Brits. The centre particularly needs volunteers in July and August each year. Volunteers need to provide their own accommodation, meals, and flights. Accommodation is available from homestays, hostels, or very comfortable hotels. The centre can help to find accommodation. If volunteers wish to include Spanish lessons as part of their trip, one of the local language schools offers a discount to the centre’s volunteers. The organization has outgrown its present building and needs funding to buy a building. The building has to be in the more expensive town centre because that is where the needy families gravitate in search of tourist dollars. Landlords are unwilling to rent to an organization that caters to some 300 children. Also because of rent controls, landlords will give leases for only six months to a year. Oaxaca Streetchildren Grassroots, Inc. needs more office space, more classrooms, more dining space, more storage space, and sadly, a chapel for the funerals. The executive director is Blandina Velasco Martínez; the educational director of the centre is Rubén de Jesús Flores. Flores was the first street child rescued by Harold and Jodi Bauman, the founders of the organization. Now in his 20s, he is university educated, bilingual, and fiercely energetic. Jodi Bauman spends her days searching the streets for children in despair. There is never enough room or enough money for the number of children. An Englishman, Lawrence Whitehouse, donated the money for the medical room. He and his wife were taken hostage in Yemen, and she was executed in front of him. He used the money donated at her funeral to build the beautiful and cheerfully decorated medical room that is used to treat the children. As well as money, the centre needs medicine, shampoo, soap, and skin creams. This is the only place most of the children have to bathe and change their clothes. Sending clothing and shoe donations is not helpful to the centre as the organization is forced to pay heavy import duties. Taking these items personally to Oaxaca is better. It costs $100 U.S. a year to support a primary aged child, $175 U.S. to support a high school student, and $60 U.S. per month feeds a family with four or five children. The center offers the children classes in English, math, and art. In art classes, the children produce items for sale in the market. The children attend classes two hours a day, six days a week. The centre also has a library. The feeling there is joyous. There is a feeling of hope, of making a difference. There is a lot of time for the children to play, to eat, and to bathe. For the volunteers, it is an opportunity to have an unforgettable vacation, to meet like-minded interesting volunteers from around the world, and, of course to do something wonderful. For more information, or to volunteer, e-mail Jodi Bauman bauman@spersaoaxaca.com.mx and Rubén de Jesús Flores or Blandina Velasco Martínez at streetchildren@spersaoaxaca.com.mx. Jacqui Birchall teaches at Frank Hurt Secondary School, Surrey, and is a member of the Teacher Newsmagazine Advisory Board. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141007,www.susur.com,http://www.susur.com/lee/,Lee HOME The Chef the menu Gallery Ultimate Private Dining Press Contact Book a Table Now The Experience Lee is a culinary destination, an urban watering hole, a Bento box of sensory pleasures. The low-lit room with rose-velvet banquettes radiates a hipster cool; the crowd is stylish, the conversation hums. International Chef Susur Lee has devised a delectable palette of small-plate dishes with modern Asian & French influences, ideal for sharing with your partner and table-mates. The lush, tongue-tingling cocktails blend tropical fruits, herbs and liqueurs, evoking perfumed and verdant landscapes, the far continents where Susur Lee has travelled.   Website copy by Joanne Eidinger.  Latest News Now HIRING at Lee & Bent! Would you like to be a part of a professional, dynamic, and hard working team of individuals? Hiring now for both front and back of house! Please apply in person at Lee: 601 King St W or at Bent: 777 Dundas St W. Book Now 601 King Street West Toronto, Ontario Canada M5V 1M5 T. 416.504.7867 info@susur.com Mon-Wed 5:30 - 10:30 pm Thu-Sat 5:30 - 11:30 pm The Chef One could say that internationally acclaimed Super-Chef Susur Lee was born with a spoon in his mouth— but it would be a tasting spoon, not a silver one. From inauspicious beginnings as a 16-year-old apprentice at Hong Kong’s elegant Peninsula Hotel to his Atlas stride atop the fickle world of celebrity chefdom, Lee has never strayed from his consuming passion: to create tantalizing dishes that blend textures and flavours in glorious harmony. Balancing the epicurean traditions of China with the classical techniques of French cuisine, Lee improvises a daring and original culinary aesthetic. Soon after he opened his 12-table restaurant, Lotus, in Toronto in 1987, Susur Lee tongue-tied food critics from The New York Times to Art Culinaire with menus of astonishing artistry. Courvoisier’s Book of the Best proclaimed Lotus the finest restaurant in the country; Zagat unabashedly pronounced Lee “a culinary genius.” Never content to rest on his laurel leaves, Susur shuttered Lotus after a decade of glowing reviews, and decamped to Asia for a “re-energizing” period, during which he consulted for the Tung Lok Group’s 45 restaurants. Returning to Toronto in 2000, Chef Lee drew up plans for his gastro-dome, Susur. The restaurant immediately earned accolades from such industry heavy-weights as Food & Wine magazine, which heralded Lee as one of the “Ten Chefs of the Millennium,” and Gourmet magazine, which dubbed him “an improvisational artist.” In 2004, the chef opened “Lee,” a less formal, more youth-oriented kid sister to “Susur,” which food critics praised for its inventive sharing platters and inspired gastronomy. In 2008, after years of being courted by New York hoteliers to “take Manhattan!” Susur Lee was persuaded to apply his culinary savoir-flair south of the border. He donned the toque as executive chef at Shang –Chinese for “upwards”-- in the sleek new boutique hotel, Thompson LES. Shang and Susur were launched into New York’s A-list society orbit in October 2009 with critical raves, and Lee soon joined forces in Washington, D.C., with The Do Not Disturb restaurant group to open Zentan (Chinese for “Spy”), in the Thompson Donovan House hotel. Zentan quickly achieved status as a dining “destination” in the Capitol, and America’s First Lady, Michelle Obama, has graced the premises on numerous occasions. One of Susur Lee’s most ambitious goals was realized in 2009 when he unveiled (in partnership with Tung Lok Group), Chinois by Susur Lee restaurant in one of the world’s leading gourmet destination-- Singapore. Located in the exclusive Hotel Michael at Resorts World Sentosa, bordered by the establishments of Daniel Boulud, Pierre Boulez and Wolfgang Puck, Chinois is the jewel in Susur Lee’s crown. In the spring of 2010, Lee became a media sensation on the Food Network’s popular hit TV show, Top Chef Master. He vanquished 20 competitors and received the highest-ever score in the show’s history before ultimately crossing filleting knives with Marcus Samuelsohn in the nail-biting final. In addition to his duties in his home and away-from-home kitchens, Susur Lee contributes regularly to charity and community projects. He has raised funds for the James Beard Foundation and manned the grill at the Mohegan Sun WineFest in Boston, Mass., for juvenile diabetes causes. Through the Null Foundation, Lee helps to provide scholarships for underprivileged students to attend cooking schools. In September 2010, the chef contributed his name and star appeal for the eighth consecutive year to the Susur Lee-Daniel Nestor Charity Event in Toronto, which has raised almost $800,000 for Canada’s aspiring Olympic athletes and North York Hospital. On the 20th anniversary of the David Suzuki Foundation, Chef Lee prepared a Locavoracious dinner for 400 people, using sustainable species and ingredients from local dairies and farmers. In January 2011, Susur Lee heated up his grill and hundreds of appreciative appetites at a top-level Caribbean Gourmet Festival, the Cayman Cookout, alongside celebrity chef and colleague Eric Ripert. On February 14, 2011, the Chef presented a delicious Valentine to Toronto, his home-town, assuring that his fine romance with food lovers would endure. He added a new “Gastro-Club,” the sleek and sophisticated Lee Lounge, to his epicurean domain. The debut of Lee Lounge also marked the entry of the chef’s adult sons, Kai and Levi, to the restaurant business. Since Susur’s regular design collaborator, Brenda Bent, happens to be his wife, the Lee culinary empire is undeniably a family affair. In 2011 Susur Lee continued to criss-cross the globe, sharing skill-sets and sauté pans with culinary peers and cooking tyros. As Hokanson Chef-in Residence at NAIT (Northern Alberta Institute of Technology), Lee nourished creativity and confidence in students at the Culinary Arts Program; in New York City he partnered with Daniel Boulud to create a celebrity banquet at “Daniel”, to raise funds for City Harvest; he donated his services and a charity dinner to “Unmasked,” the annual fundraising gala hosted by the Centre for Addiction and Mental Health Foundation in Toronto. Before 2011 drew to a close, Lee found a few unfulfilled hours in which to help CANFAR on its 15th anniversary to raise funds for AIDS research, participate as a guest judge on Top Chef Canada Season Two, and launch a scholarship at Conestoga College for students in the Culinary Arts program. He capped off the year in Cannes, receiving the 5-Star Diamond Award from the American Academy of Hospitality Sciences. What’s next for the sought-after, peripatetic celebrity chef? His hometown fans are hoping that his plans for expansion will not overshoot Toronto, and they have reason to exult: Susur Lee confirmed recently that he and his two sons would be opening an as-yet-to-be-named restaurant, located in Toronto’s newest, brashest foodie destination—the neighbourhood of Dundas West. The establishment is expected to open its doors in the spring of 2012. Sharpen your knives and forks! the menu COCKTAILS Saketini 16 Moonstone Plum Saké, Tozai Living Jewel Junmai Saké, Belvedere Vodka, Yuzu, Flower Petals       Lee Lemonade 18 Ginger Lemonade, Tarragon, Lemon Zest, Chamomile Tea Citrus Syrup, Fresh Grated Ginger, Belvedere Vodka       The Niagara 16 Tenuta Santomé Prosecco, Chef Lee's Vidal Ice Syrup, St. Germain Elderflower Liqueur, Lemon Twist       Basil Gin Mojito 17 Fresh Basil, Mint, Hendrick's Gin, Housemade Lime Cordial, Fresh Squeezed Lime Juice, Soda       Mayan Solstice 17 Thai Bird Chili, Cucumber, Green Apple, Tromba Blanco Tequila, Hendrick's Gin, Fresh Lime Juice       Burnt Orange Manhattan 18 Knob Creek 9-Year Small Batch Bourbon, Carpano Sweet Vermouth, Grand Marnier, Cointreau, Orange Cream Bitters, Orange Peel Flambé       Oyster Caesar 18 Sobieski Vodka, Clamato, Plum Tomatoes, Basil Sprouts, Celery Sprouts, Lime, Capers, House Spices, Fresh Shucked Oyster, Horseradish, Valentina Hot Sauce, Cracked Black Pepper, Worcestershire Sauce       WINE MENU | CLICK TO DOWNLOAD DINNER MENU VEG & SALAD   Edamame Hummus Dip 9 Taro chips, sesame crisps, w local crudités       Crispy Shoe String Potato 9 Golden sand, lemon mayo, pork rousong       Strawberry & Roasted Beet Salad 15 Mâche, frisée. cotija cheese, fresh mint, olives, black pepper, balsamic       Mexican Goat Cheese Tart 15 Handmade puff pastry, black olive, tomato, red pepper, eggplant, zucchini, jalapeño, tomatillo       Lentil & Quinoa Croquettes 15 Mustard fruit, goji berries, chrysanthemum greens, rosemary pesto yogurt       Spicy Crisp Tofu 16 Mushroom & pepper compote, wildflower honey soya chili glaze, golden sand   with chicken + 4     Watermelon & Feta Cheese Salad 15 Jalapeño chili, olive, fresh mint, black pepper balsamic soy vinaigrette       Yucatan Sweet Corn Lettuce Wrap 19 Spicy tomato & charred onion salsa, avocado salad, crispy onion, cotija cheese, fresh pineapple   w chicken + 4     Susur's Signature Singaporean-style Slaw 22 contains nuts (serves 2)   with sashimi of salmon + 8 with sashimi of tuna + 10     SEAFOOD   Black Pepper Charred Tuna Sashimi & Spicy Tartare 28 Soya bean, tonnato sauce, lotus chips       Caramelized Black Cod 29 Cantonese preserves, miso mustard, dim sum turnip cake       Tempura Crab Cake Roll 22 Nori, rice, wasabi & yuzu ponzu, miso mayo, spiced chorizo       Spice Crusted Diver Scallop 28 Crispy bacon, squash purée, grapefruit, spiced Chinese sweet bean pesto       Hunanese Lobster Ravioli 28 Yuzu butternut squash purée, spicy Hong Kong xo sauce       Wild King Garlic Shrimp 29 Spiced tomato jam, soya bean crumb, pickled green papaya, mango, potato pea croquette       MEAT   Cheese Burger Spring Roll 16 Smoked chili mayo, pickled veg, lettuce wrap (2pcs)       Vietnamese Beef & Green Mango Salad 17 Pomelo, jicama, lime leaf, chili calamansi vinaigrette, sesame crisp       Assam Thai Satay 25 (chicken, shrimp, beef) chili mint, peanut sauce, spicy mango salsa       Jerk Spicy Pork Ribs 25 Scotch bonnet sauce, ginger & mango       Slow Braised Beef 27 Chived sour cream, crispy shallots, potato leek purée       Top Chef Green Curry Chicken 28 Crispy multi-grain rice cake, pine nuts, spiced tomato jam, oven dried pineapple, chili mint (Top Chef Award Winning Dish)       Rack of Lamb Thailandaise 29 Banana fritter, chili mint, tomato lentil-cumin stew, coconut carrot cardamom chutney       Peking & Char Sui Duck 29 Beijing duck garnish, foie gras pâté, steamed pancake       Korean Style Marinated Beef Striploin (8 oz. U.S. Prime) 35 Garlic mushrooms, roasted pear, blue cheese & dill sauce, arugula       DESSERTS Ontario Rhubarb & Strawberry Tart 12 lemon curd, golden licorice, French meringue       Vanilla Bean Crème Brûlée 12 lemongrass, rhubarb & gooseberry compote, butterfly pastry       Warm Molten Chocolate Cake 12 caramelized jackfruit & banana, vanilla bean ice cream       Mango & Passion Fruit Panna Cotta 12 passion fruit & pineapple granitée, sago & coconut, palm syrup       Chocolate Peanut Butter Bar 12 vanilla crème anglaise, blackberry purée, French wafer       French & Chinese Tong Yuen 12 warm sweet rice dumpling, chocolate nougat (contains nuts)       Seasonal Sorbets 12 ask your server       Please note: An 18% pre-tax gratuity will be added for 6 or more Gift cards available Allergy menus available Susur’s Canadian Ice Syrup available for purchase $34 Gallery Ultimate Private Dining World renowned Chef Susur Lee invites you to join him for an unforgettable evening of sensational cuisine and impeccable service.   Our private dining room is designed for special occasions. The setting is elegant and sophisticated, overlooking our private garden, the ideal environment in which to savour Chef Lee's culinary artistry. Whether you are celebrating with an intimate gathering of family and friends, hosting a cocktail event, a wine tasters dinner or you need to execute a flawless corporate event, Chef Lee’s dedicated staff will handle every detail and request with consummate professionalism.    Newly renovated, our exclusive private dining room accommodates 10 to 30 guests comfortably. Table arrangements, music selection, lighting and floral design are customized to create a unique environment and ambiance.   Call us today to reserve a date, and orchestrate your own enchanted evening. 416.504.7867 | info@susur.com SPECIAL EVENTS HOLIDAY PARTIES HOLIDAY 2011 Lee Restaurant & Lounge are now booking for the holidays. To book your holiday party, or for more information, please contact us at416.603.2205 or at 416.504.7867. PRIVATE DINING Our private dining room can accommodate up to 24 guests. For more information or to reserve please call (416) 504-7867. SUSUR CATERING Chef Susur Lee is excited to announce a new venture: Susur catering. Whether an intimate dinner party, birthday celebration, Bar Mitzvah or corporate event, offer your guests exciting Global Asian cuisine from Chef Susur Lee. Please call us to discuss your options and ideas for the best party of the year. PRIVATE FUNCTIONS Lee restaurant can accommodate up to 180 guests.  Lee Patio can accommodate up to 36 guests. For reservations call: 416.504.7867 Press Now Toronto Chef of the Decade Read More The World's 50 Best Restaurants Lee, Top 50 Best Restaurants in the World Read More Time Out New York Best Chef Without Boundaries Read More Food & Wine The Hottest Chefs Alive Read More Eye Weekly Susur’s Back | The team behind the superchef Read More House & Home Susur Lee. Family and flavour always come first for the Canadian culinary master. Read More The American Academy of Hospitality Sciences 2012 Five Star Diamond Award - Cannes Read More Dolce Vita Magazine So Far So Good Read More Sweat Equity Magazine 'Culinary Genius' Read More Contact 601 King Street West Toronto, Ontario Canada M5V 1M5 T. 416.504.7867 F. 416.504.7886 info@susur.com Hours: Monday - Wednesday 5:30 pm - 10:30 pm Thursday - Saturday   5:30 pm - 11:30 pm)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=22898,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 23, Number 6, April 2011   AGM 2011 Victoria By Nancy Knickerbocker   Delegates voted for continuity of leadership at the helm of their union coming into this next challenging year of collective bargaining. President Susan Lambert, First Vice-President Jim Iker, and Second Vice-President Glen Hansman were all re-elected by acclamation to continue in their respective positions. Also elected to serve as members-at-large on the BCTF Executive Committee were: David Komljenovic from Kamloops, Joanna Larson from Prince Rupert, Teri Mooring from Quesnel, Paul Steer from Delta, and Christine Stewart from Vancouver. Teachers welcome education minister at 95th AGM For the first time in a decade, the minister of education addressed the BCTF Annual General Meeting, held over spring break at the Victoria Convention Centre. In advance of his arrival, dozens of teachers lined up at the microphones for an opportunity to tell Education Minister George Abbott about the difficult reality confronting them in classrooms across BC. The two teachers who were able to speak in the brief time available spoke eloquently about their frustration with current teaching and learning conditions, and their distress when students’ needs can’t be met. BCTF President Susan Lambert contrasted their experiences with the excellent teaching and learning conditions in Finland, which many scholars consider to have the finest public education system in the world. She quoted from Henna Virkkunen, the Finnish Minster of Education, on how teachers are highly respected and enjoy professional autonomy, the average class sizes are 21 even without legislated limits, and the teachers’ union works in partnership with government. Virkkunen said: “For me as Minister of Education, our teachers’ union has been one of the main partners because we have the same goal: we want to ensure that the quality of education is good, and we are working very much together with the union. Nearly every week we are in discussions with them. They are very powerful in Finland.” Lambert said: “Minister Abbott, we’d like to go to Finland. My question to you is: How can you help us get there?” She then quipped: “I don’t expect an answer today. This is homework!” Abbott received a warm welcome from the delegates, particularly after Lambert introduced him as the only education minister in decades with any experience in the classroom. Abbott taught political science at the college level for 15 years, and briefly worked as a TTOC. In his remarks, Abbott reached out to teachers, thanking them for the important work they do with the children of the province. He said that he attended public school, as did his three children, and all were well-equipped for life by their school experiences. He spoke of the joy of teaching, the need to improve teachers’ job satisfaction, and his desire to work co-operatively with the BCTF and the other education partner groups to improve public education in BC. “Let’s dream expansively,” he suggested, “and work together to take a good education system and make it excellent.” Foreshadowing the difficulties that will inevitably arise during this round of collective bargaining, he said, “we’ll have lots of things that divide us…labour relations will be fraught with many challenges in the weeks and months ahead.” Nonetheless, he promised: “As minister of education, my door will always be open to Susan and it will always be open to you.” Lambert presented Abbott with a copy of the BCTF’s newest publication, Better Schools for BC, which contains “recommendations for a road map to take us to our version of Finland.” In a media scrum after his presentation, the minister was challenged on whether the government is heading for “a showdown with teachers.” As one reporter pointed out: “You’re offering zero, and you’re not willing to move on class size and composition.” Abbott noted that the parties had only met at the bargaining table once so far, and that it was premature to say job action is inevitable: “It’s early days yet.” Then reporters posed the same question to Lambert: “He said he’s serious about zero and zero. Where’s your room for hope?” Lambert pointed out that the net zero mandate has not been maintained across the public sector. The nurses, for example, negotiated 9% over three years. “It’s a function of bargaining. We’re going to work very hard at the table,” she said. “He’s absolutely determined, but so are we.” Linda Watson honoured with G.A. Fergusson Memorial Award Throughout her 35-year teaching career, Linda Watson made a significant contribution to public education in BC at the provincial, local, and personal levels, through her union leadership, professional mentorship, and personal caring for teachers and students. Watson first became involved in the North Vancouver Teachers’ Association in the 1970s. After the NVTA and other BCTF locals became full-fledged unions in 1987, she served on the bargaining committee that negotiated North Vancouver’s first full-scope collective agreement in 1988–89. Watson was elected first vice-president of the NVTA in 1988, and a year later was elected president, a position she held for the next three years, and again from 2005–09. The NVTA bargaining committee that Linda led won professional autonomy rights, real limits on class size and composition, and duty-free recess and lunch breaks. It took dedicated effort by the negotiating teams, tremendous support from all members, two strike votes, several study sessions, and one full strike to achieve a very strong collective agreement that continues to serve North Vancouver teachers well more than two decades later. Fortunately, Watson’s gifts were not limited to North Vancouver but were used to serve the needs of teachers across the province. During the 1990s, Linda served on the BCTF Executive Committee for nine years, including three years as second vice-president (1997–2000). Those were turbulent times. The provincial government unilaterally changed the bargaining structures and, in 1994, imposed provincial bargaining. Watson served on the BCTF bargaining team during the second round, when teachers successfully negotiated primary class-size limits and staffing ratios for non-enrolling teachers. In 2001, the Joint Trusteeship of the Teachers’ Pension Plan was achieved, and Watson has served as a trustee ever since. Her extensive knowledge and ability to analyze and articulate the implications of changes mean that her views and advice are respected by all decision-makers. Watson’s keen intelligence, her excellence at public speaking, her passion in defending teachers’ rights, her meticulous attention to detail, her ability to collaborate with management to effect positive change, her persuasive skills at the negotiating table, her strong work ethic, and her deeply principled approach earned Linda Watson the respect of all who have been fortunate enough to work with her. Sir Ken Robinson Sir Ken Robinson, PhD, was a professor of education at the University of Warwick in the UK and is now Professor Emeritus. In 1998, he led a national commis‚sion on creativity, education, and the economy for the UK govern‚ment. The Robinson Report, entitled ìAll Our Futures: Creativity, Culture and Education,î was published to wide acclaim in 1999. Sir Ken has received several honourary degrees, many inter‚national awards and a knighthood by for his service to the arts and education. His latest book is The Element: How Finding Your Passion Changes Everything, published by Penguin/Viking. Sir Ken Robinson began his speech to delegates at the BCTF AGM with an anecdote about how, as a boy, he loved French because the teacher made it fascinating. On the other hand, his own daughter is utterly bored by the subject. When he asked her teacher why his daughter was not doing well in French, the teacher said she seemed bored in class. Sir Ken asserted that ìnothing is inherently boring. Good teachers can make anything engaging.î In a wide-ranging talk on the impact of technology on education and society, he predicted that ìin the next 10 to 15 years weíll see changes that will dwarf what weíve seen so far.î He said: ìA transformative technology doesnít merely add itself onto the culture, it changes it fundamentally.î He spoke of the risks to the health of planet Earth due to population growth and unchecked consumption in the Western world. ìThe only reason weíre getting away with it [overconsumption and waste of resources] is that the rest of the world puts up with it.î Confronting these enormous global challenges, human beings have to think differently about ourselves and have to educate ourselves differently. ìOur education system was designed for the 19th CenturyÖwe need to revolutionize it for the 21st Century,î he said. ìThe key problem is our education system is based on conformity, not diversity.î He spoke of the importance of teachers helping students to discover their skills and passions, so that they can be ìin their elementî and even after a long period of concentration they will feel ìphysically depleted but spiritually uplifted.î ìIf you really love something youíll be good at it, and you will never work again.î Sir Ken said that he believes the change that is needed is gathering force across cultures as teachers and young people harness the revolutionary power of technologies in imaginative and creative new ways.   Nancy Knickerbocker is the BCTF media relations officer.   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/HealthAndSafety.aspx?id=19688,BCTF > Health and Safety for New and Young Workers  	Health & Safety  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers Aboriginal Education  Bargaining & Collective Agreements  Français  Health & Safety  New Teachers  Opportunities for Members  Pensions Professional Development  Professional Rights & Responsibility  Provincial Specialist Associations  Salary & Benefits  Teachers Teaching On Call  Teaching Resources  For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Health and Safety > Advice to Members   Health and Safety for New and Young Workers With so many issues facing a new or young teacher one of the last things on your mind is yourself and the very last thing is whether your work place is healthy and will keep you safe.  You will be comforted to know that there are processes and people in place if you have any questions or concerns or are faced with an unhealthy or unsafe situation. You have 4 rights according to the Workers Compensation Act: The right to know the dangers in the workplace  The right to participate in workplace health and safety activities  The right to refuse unsafe work  The right to no discrimination. You cannot be fired or disciplined for participating in health and safety activities.  The first person to contact whenever you have any questions is the staff rep at your school.  In a health and safety issue, the staff rep would refer you to the health and safety rep.  If you are injured or suffer from an occupational disease or are threatened in a violent incident, you need to: Report to the First Aid Attendant Report to the administrator and complete the WorksafeBC 6A form Contact your staff and/or health and safety rep Report to Worksafe BC via teleclaim at 1 888-WORKERS  When you get a letter back from WorksafeBC, send a copy to the BCTF WCB advocate who will help you through the process. As a new and young worker, the Occupational Health and Safety Regulation Part 3 which deals with rights and responsibilities says that “An employer must ensure that before a young or new worker begins work in a workplace, the young or new worker is given health and safety orientation and training specific to that young or new worker's workplace.”  This means that in every new school or class you teach, the employer must orient you to the risks and procedures to mitigate these risks before you start work. New and Young Worker Definitions: 3.22 Definitions  In sections 3.23 to 3.25: "new worker" means any worker who is (a) new to the workplace, (b) returning to a workplace where the hazards in that workplace have changed during the worker's absence, (c) affected by a change in the hazards of a workplace, or (d) relocated to a new workplace if the hazards in that workplace are different from the hazards in the worker's previous workplace; "young worker" means any worker who is under 25 years of age.        [Enacted by B.C. Reg. 105/2007, effective July 26, 2007.] The following is a list of orientation and training you should receive: ___  Name and contact information of worker’s supervisor ___  Employer’s responsibilities and rights under Workers Compensation Act ___  Worker’s responsibilities and rights under the Workers Compensation Act ___  How to report unsafe conditions ___  The right to refuse unsafe work ___  Workplace health and safety rules ___  Hazards including risks from robbery, assault or confrontation ___  Working alone policy and procedures ___  Violence in the workplace policy and procedures ___  The use of personal protective equipment ___  Location of first aid facilities and how to summon first aid ___  How to report incidences or injuries ___  Instruction and demonstration of work tasks or processes ___  Employer’s health and safety program ___  WHMIS information ___  Contact information of health and safety committee and worker representative(s) ___  Process to access further orientation or training.     BCTF Health and Safety Officer Karen Langenmaier      604 871-1891      1 800 663-9163 ext 1891     klangenmaier@bctf.ca    BCTF WCB AdvocateSarb Lalli  604 871-1890 1 800 663-9163 ext 1890 slalli@bctf.ca       About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141006,rstorage.filemobile.com,http://rstorage.filemobile.com/storage/20492547/1343,)
(20140925,www.blogger.com,http://www.blogger.com/feeds/6870458664232083246/7897830281922656176/comments/default,Moved Temporarily Moved Temporarily The document has moved here.)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140925,www.bcpsea.bc.ca,http://www.bcpsea.bc.ca/bc-teachers/teacher-collective-bargaining/bargaining-archive-2006/BCTF-insulted.aspx,BCTF – insulted by employers’ offer, recommends strike vote to members  BCTF – insulted by employers’ offer, recommends strike vote to members Global TV 6:00 Newscast, May 19, 2006, 6:00 pm Transcript Tony Parsons: Yet another sign tonight that the last major public sector contract with the BC Teachers’ Federation will be the most difficult to settle. Calling the employers’ last offer an insult, the BCTF says it is going ahead with a strike vote next month. It all raises a frustratingly familiar scenario for parents: the disruption of classes in September. Reporter: On the BC Teachers’ Federation’s website today, a strongly worded message to members appeared. Jinny Sims [website recording]: We are forced to recommend to our members that we have a strike vote on the seventh and eighth of June. Reporter: The employers dismissed the message as a negotiating ploy after it rejected the BCTF’s salary and benefit demands. The teachers are asking for a 24% pay increase over three years. They’re also asking for 100% of all benefit premiums paid by the employer, as well as 100% coverage of all prescription drugs and unlimited dental coverage, including orthodontics. Streeter: I definitely think teachers are worth it. Yeah, I think they should be paid great money and great benefits. Streeter: I don't agree with it. And nobody I know who has children (I have two) agree with it. I have heard their average wage is, like, $318, $320 a day. Streeter: They’ve got a hard job. So I think they deserve 24%. Reporter: The BCTF says it is a matter of supply and demand, and they’re saying there's a shortage of substitute teachers. Irene Lanzinger: The government is claiming there's no teacher shortage and districts are telling us every day they're running out of teachers on call – everywhere in the province. Ron Christensen: Right now there's a TOC [?] shortage. It is a blip. What happened is last January under the Ready process there was $20 million given to the sector to hire more teachers. They hired 1,200 teachers, mostly off their TOC list. Reporter: The teachers went on strike last fall in an effort to secure a new contract and they’re threatening to do it again, but the employer says the cost of the recent demands amounts to a 50% increase over three years. The BCTF says that number is inflated. Irene Lanzinger: I'm not prepared to use their numbers at all. Reporter [interviewing]: Okay, what are your numbers? Irene Lanzinger: Well, we haven't completed our costing. Ron Christensen: Well, show us where and we will change our figures but our research is…that's what it shows. Reporter: Whatever the math, both sides are very far apart and the students are the ones that remain at risk. But despite the impending strike vote, the parties are set to meet again next Wednesday. Teachers Overview Teacher Collective Bargaining Teacher Bargaining Bulletins Bargaining Archive 2006 Bargaining Archive 2011 Collective Agreements Collective Agreement Administration Bulletins Workplace Safety Benefits Buying Group Media Facebook Twitter LinkedIn YouTube RSS Feeds Teachers Teachers Support Staff Exempt Staff Publications Learn and Connect Resources About Us Home Members Login Contact Us Sitemap Contact BCPSEA Address: 400-1333 West Broadway, Vancouver BC V6H 4C1 T: 604.730.0739 F: 604.730.0787 EMAIL: contact.us@bcpsea.bc.ca © 2014 BC Public School Employers' Association. Cancellation and Refund Policy | Privacy Policy | Terms and Conditions Vancouver Web Design  by Graphically Speaking)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=21218&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 7, May/June 2010  The gift By Susan Marshall Just over two years ago, my good friend Barbara Jarvis died of cancer. She left a grief stricken Kindergarten class at Holly Elementary School in Delta along with many saddened colleagues and friends. While family, friends, and the entire school district mourned the loss of a great teacher, her husband, Ab Singh, approached Sue Pudek and me with the idea of setting up funds to be used to help Delta teachers. The idea blossomed and the Delta School District Barbara Jarvis Foundation was established. During the first year, Colleen Politano was engaged to present a series of three workshops on early literacy to Delta district primary teachers. Politano is a consultant to school districts and the Bureau of Education and Research. This series entitled, ‘Revving Up’ Reading in the Primary Classroom was widely received and teachers spent two after-school sessions plus an all-day professional day honing their skills in literacy instruction. Some money was also spent on purchasing supplies for needy Kindergarten classrooms. The foundation also provided funds to develop a special Reading Centre in the Holly Elementary School library. A wall was painted with a fantasy theme, and colourful carpet and pillows presented a warm and inviting space for students to enjoy the new books that filled the shelves. An author was brought in to present books to students. Students and staff enjoyed the presentation and this new environment. For the workshop series this school year, we have been lucky enough to engage Dr. Marilyn Chapman, professor in the Department of Language and Literacy Education and director of the Institute for Early Childhood Education and Research at UBC. Chapman’s workshops, entitled Enhancing Oral Language and Writing in the Primary Grades, focus on the importance of oral language and a developmental approach to teaching writing in the primary grades. Again, we have been lucky to be able to program a series of three workshops during the 2009–10 school year. Also, during the course of this year, the Barbara Jarvis Foundation will be providing each of seven elementary schools in Delta with grants of $1,000 for their libraries. This will give the schools an opportunity to invite an author to give a presentation to students and teachers. Hopefully, this visit will encourage and motivate students to read and write. Money left over after the speaker is paid may be used to purchase books for the school library. It is planned that over the next three years, the foundation will have provided such a grant to each elementary school in the Delta School District. Also, during the 2009–10 school year, the foundation will provide 12 additional schools with a $300 grant to purchase educational materials for their Kindergarten classrooms. It is again the plan to provide these grants to all Delta schools within the next few years. The Barbara Jarvis Foundation is growing and as it does, more teachers and students are benefiting from the generosity of Ab Singh. From an event that was very sad, a very positive memorial and legacy to a wonderful teacher is growing. Susan Marshall is a retired Delta teacher.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/OpportunitiesForMembers.aspx?id=16128&printPage=true,BCTF > Upgrading Your TQS Category  	Opportunities for BCTF Members  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Opportunities for Members > Teaching in BC Upgrading Your TQS Category Teachers wishing to upgrade their TQS category need only meet the requirements of the higher category as described in section 2.00 of the TQS Regulations. Category Five Plus Frequently Asked Questions Graduate Degree Frequently Asked Questions Program and Course Approval   Note: Teachers are strongly encouraged to obtain TQS pre-approval for any course work (using the TQS course approval form) prior to commencing academic work that may be used for upgrading their TQS salary category.  TQS categories Category upgrade - TQS Category Requirements Frequently asked questions about all TQS categories Category upgrade - application form  Program offerings at post-secondary institutions in BC Each institution in BC offers unique academic programs. For information about specific program offerings, please review the information on the institutions' websites.  )
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=28151,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 25, Number 2, October 2012   Struggles in teaching a second language: Commonalities between Peru and BC  By Karen Andrews   This summer, I spent two-and-a-half weeks teaching with the BCTF Peru Project, an initiative that is in its fifth year of supporting international solidarity with the Peruvian teachers’ union, SUTEP. My assignment was to provide professional development on English language methodology and English conversational workshops to my Peruvian colleagues. During my workshops, I had lengthy discussions with numerous Peruvian English language teachers from different parts of the country. It is from these discussions that I discovered that we have many issues in common. In Peru, like in British Columbia, teachers can specialize in second-language teaching and are passionate about sharing their love of languages with their students. And, much like BC’s language teachers, they have frustrations and face struggles in their ability to impart their passion. We share these struggles. The Peruvian teachers shared with me their concerns about students who have poor attendance due to family obligations, such as having to look after a younger sibling or going to work. They described how students arrive to school hungry and unable to concentrate. In addition, they told me that Aboriginal students in the more remote areas of Peru are struggling to learn Spanish as their second language—without support—and they are also expected to learn English as a foreign language. Like many of the students in BC, students in Peru see no reason to learn a second language. They come to class unmotivated; however, unlike teachers in BC, Peruvian teachers do not have access to the technology that we do to engage our students. DVD players, computers, internet access, and smart boards are supports that these teachers can only dream about using in their schools and classrooms. Instead, they are limited to a government-mandated textbook with a curriculum that is grammar-based, with an emphasis on reading and writing. But, with as many as 40 students in a high school class, the communicative approach would be challenging for our Peruvian counterparts, and they questioned how they would implement some of the newly learned methodology strategies in their classrooms. Although my workshops couldn’t offer solutions to all their concerns, the Peruvian teachers were very grateful to have the opportunity to acquire some strategies that they could implement. Professional development is virtually a foreign concept for our Peruvian colleagues, as their school administration mandates in-service for its teachers. There are few opportunities for them to participate in second-language methodology workshops and those that they might attend are very expensive. They were intrigued to learn that the union could play a role in offering professional development opportunities for teachers. Some were resolved to set up a network of English-language teachers, with the help of SUTEP, in an effort to continue to support one another’s professional growth and development. Participating in the BCTF Peru International Solidarity Project renewed my passion to teach languages but also made me realize that in BC we struggle with many of the same issues that Peruvian teachers face a continent away. As teachers, we want our students to have the conditions that they need and deserve, for learning a second language. It was clear that we have the same resolve in making public education a priority for our governments. Karen Andrews, French immersion teacher, Terrace    Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/CKNW/status/519206113448050689,CKNW on Twitter: ".@simisara980 and @claireallen980 attended the @Raptors game in #Vancouver last night! Would you like to see the @NBA return to Vancouver?" টুইটার অনুসন্ধান অনুসন্ধান টুইটার খুঁজুন সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ ভাষা : বাংলা. हिन्दी Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন টুইটার-এ নতুন ? আজই যোগদান করুন » সাইন ইন করুন ফোন, ইমেল বা ব্যবহারকারীর নাম পাসওয়ার্ড সাইন ইন আমাকে মনে রাখুন পাসওয়ার্ড ভুলে গেছেন? ইতিমধ্যে আপনি কি টেক্সট বার্তার মাধ্যমে টুইটার ব্যবহার করছেন? অনুসরণ অনুসরণ করা কর্মসমূহ:অনুসরণ না করা অবরুদ্ধ অবরোধ মুক্ত মুলতুবি বাতিল CKNW ‏ @CKNW ৩ ঘন্টা . @simisara980 and @claireallen980 attended the @Raptors game in #Vancouver last night! Would you like to see the @NBA return to Vancouver? প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট পুনঃটুইটগুলি ৪ প্রিয় ৬ ১২:২২ অপরাহ্ণ - ৬ অক্টোবর, ২০১৪ Ufcvancouverbctrevor ‏ @Ufcvancouverbc ৩ ঘন্টা @CKNW @simisara980 @claireallen980 @Raptors @NBA #Vancouver can support an #nba team #WeTheNorth pic.twitter.com/v8jONubl7o ফটো দেখুন ছবি লুকান প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Anthony Riglietti ‏ @anthony604 ৩ ঘন্টা @CKNW @simisara980 @claireallen980 @Raptors @NBA nope. No thank you. সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Kim CS White ‏ @kimcswhite ৩ ঘন্টা @CKNW @NBAVancouver @simisara980 @claireallen980 @Raptors @NBA Absolutely. Support and enthusiasm were never the issue, mismanagement was. সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Conni Christensen ‏ @eyemabee ৩ ঘন্টা “ @CKNW: . @simisara980 and @claireallen980 attended the @Raptors game in #Vancouver last night! Would you like to see the @NBA return YESSSS! সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট CKNW থেকে কোন আপডেট মিস্ করবেন না © 2014 টুইটার সম্বন্ধে সহায়তা বিজ্ঞপ্তি তথ্য বন্ধ মিডিয়াটিকে চিহ্নিত করুন এটি ইতিমধ্যে সংবেদনশীল কন্টেন্ট ধারণকারী হিসাবে চিহ্নিত হয়েছে। পতাকা তুলুন এটি সম্ভাব্যরূপে অবৈধ বিষয়বস্তুর ধারণকারী হিসেবে। সমর্পণ করা বাতিল মিডিয়াকে চিহ্নিত করা সম্পর্কে আরো জানুন খারিজ বন্ধ পূর্ববর্তী পরবর্তী বন্ধ একজন ব্যক্তির প্রোফাইলে যান সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ বন্ধ আপনার অনুসরণকারীদের এই পুনঃটুইটটি পাঠাবেন? বাতিল পুনঃটুইট বন্ধ আপনি কি নিশ্চিত যে এই টুইট মুছে দিতে চান? বাতিল মুছে ফেলুন বন্ধ রোধ করন বাতিল রোধ করন আপনার টুইটসমুহে একটি অবস্থান যুক্ত করুন যখন একটি অবস্থানের সঙ্গে আপনার টুইট করেন, টুইটার সেই অবস্থান সংরক্ষণ করে। প্রত্যেক টুইটের আগে আপনি আপনার অবস্থান চালু / বন্ধ করতে পারেন, এবং যে কোনও সময় আপনি আপনার অবস্থানের ইতিহাস মুছে ফেলতে পারেন। আরো জানুন অবস্থান চালু করুন এখন নয় স্থান বন্ধ করুন বন্ধ প্রোফাইল সারসংক্ষেপ বন্ধ আপনার তালিকাসমূহ বন্ধ একটি নতুন তালিকা তৈরি করুন নাম তালিকা বিবরণ 100 অক্ষরের কম, ঐচ্ছিক তালিকাসমূহ:গোপনীয়তা সাধারণ · যে কেউ এই তালিকা অনুসরণ করতে পারেন ব্যক্তিগত · শুধুমাত্র আপনিই এই তালিকায় প্রবেশ করতে পারবেন তালিকা সংরক্ষণ করুন বন্ধ বন্ধ এই টুইট স্থাপিত কর আপনার নীচের ওয়েবসাইটে কোডটি অনুলিপি দ্বারা এই টুইট যোগ করুন * আরও জানুন হুম, সার্ভারে পৌঁছনোর একটি সমস্যা ছিল। পরে আবার চেষ্টা করবেন? প্রকৃত টুইট অন্তর্ভুক্ত করুন অন্তর্ভুক্ত মিডিয়া প্রাকদর্শন বন্ধ টুইটারে নিবন্ধন করুন টুইটারে নেই? নিবন্ধন করুন, আপনির পছন্দের বিষয়গুলির সাথে যুক্ত হন, এবং তাদের বিষয়ে হালনাগাদ পান। একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন » বন্ধ দুটি উপায় (প্রেরণ এবং গ্রহণ) শর্ট কোড: দেশ কোড গ্রাহকদের জন্য মার্কিন যুক্তরাষ্ট্র 40404 (যে কোন) কানাডা 21212 (যে কোন) যুক্তরাজ্য 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM হাইতি 40404 Digicel, Voila আয়ারল্যান্ড 51210 Vodafone, O2 ভারত 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance ইন্দোনেশিয়া 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » অন্য দেশসমুহের এসএসএস সংক্ষিপ্ত কোড দেখুন বন্ধ নিশ্চিতকরণ)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Touring a natural gas drilling rig with @MLA Mike Bernier, and Brian from EnCana http://t.co/AifdJ4H07b" @Teresa_Wat - 06:01pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/globalnews,Globalnews.ca (@globalnews) | Twitter টুইটার অনুসন্ধান অনুসন্ধান টুইটার খুঁজুন সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ ভাষা : বাংলা. हिन्दी Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন টুইটার-এ নতুন ? আজই যোগদান করুন » সাইন ইন করুন ফোন, ইমেল বা ব্যবহারকারীর নাম পাসওয়ার্ড সাইন ইন আমাকে মনে রাখুন পাসওয়ার্ড ভুলে গেছেন? ইতিমধ্যে আপনি কি টেক্সট বার্তার মাধ্যমে টুইটার ব্যবহার করছেন? Globalnews.ca যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @globalnews টুইটসমূহ ৬৪.৬K ফটো/ভিডিও ২,৯৮৯ অনুসরণ করছেন ২,০০০ অনুসারীবৃন্দ ৪৩.২K প্রিয়সমূহ ১৬২   আরো প্রিয়সমূহ তালিকাসমূহ সরব @globalnews নীরব @globalnews অনুসরণ অনুসরণ করা কর্মসমূহ:অনুসরণ না করা অবরুদ্ধ অবরোধ মুক্ত মুলতুবি বাতিল Globalnews.caযাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @globalnews Breaking Canadian news with a fresh perspective on local, national and international headlines. Global News reporters: http://ow.ly/xAwOf  globalnews.ca যোগ দিয়েছে ফেব্রুয়ারী ২০১০ ২,৯৮৯ ফটো বা ভিডিওগুলো টুইটসমূহ টুইটসমূহ Tweets & replies Globalnews.ca @globalnews  ·  ৬ মিনিট UPDATED: Nurse in Spain is 1st #Ebola infection outside West Africa http://glbn.ca/ClOKv  সারাংশ দেখ প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ১ retweet ১ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ০ favorite আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Globalnews.ca @globalnews  ·  ৩১ মিনিট USA Swimming suspends #MichaelPhelps for 6 months http://glbn.ca/ClLU9  pic.twitter.com/nqC3dQ3NhL আরো ছবি ও ভিডিও দেখুন প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ২ retweets ২ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ০ favorite আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Globalnews.ca @globalnews  ·  ৩২ মিনিট Hillary Clinton: military action against ISIS “critical” and “essential” http://globalnews.ca/news/1600343/watch-live-hillary-clinton-speaks-at-canada-2020-conference/ … #cdnpoli সারাংশ দেখ প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ৩ retweets ৩ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ০ favorite আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Globalnews.ca @globalnews  ·  ৪৪ মিনিট Boy left in car during church choir practice dies http://glbn.ca/ClKBB  সারাংশ দেখ প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ১ retweet ১ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ০ favorite আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Globalnews.ca @globalnews  ·  ১ ঘন্টা #GM uses #Facebook, calls to get recalled cars fixed http://glbn.ca/ClEQS  সারাংশ দেখ প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ৩ retweets ৩ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ০ favorite আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Globalnews.ca @globalnews  ·  ২ ঘন্টা Can homegrown food win the climate change war? http://glbn.ca/ClCaN  সারাংশ দেখ প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ৪ retweets ৪ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ০ favorite আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Globalnews.ca @globalnews  ·  ২ ঘন্টা Earth has had 5 mass extinction events. Are we in the midst of our 6th? http://wp.me/p2Y4rw-6GYH  #extinction pic.twitter.com/jfpzqrahHK আরো ছবি ও ভিডিও দেখুন প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ৬ retweets ৬ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ১ favorite ১ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Globalnews.ca @globalnews  ·  ২ ঘন্টা Crown fights to declare mentally ill inmate Marlene Carter a dangerous offender--putting her behind bars indefinitely http://globalnews.ca/news/1600745/crown-fights-to-designate-mentally-ill-suicidal-inmate-dangerous-offender/ … সারাংশ দেখ প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ১ retweet ১ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ০ favorite আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Globalnews.ca @globalnews  ·  ২ ঘন্টা Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released http://glbn.ca/CluRu  Warning: This story contains graphic details. সারাংশ দেখ প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ৪ retweets ৪ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ০ favorite আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Globalnews.ca @globalnews  ·  ৩ ঘন্টা Everything you need to know about Wednesday's lunar eclipse. http://wp.me/p2Y4rw-6Ii0  #eclipse pic.twitter.com/FTer4pvSTq আরো ছবি ও ভিডিও দেখুন প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ৪৭ retweets ৪৭ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ৯ favorites ৯ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Globalnews.ca @globalnews  ·  ৩ ঘন্টা RT @globalnewsto: UPDATED: Second victim dies after double shooting near Etobicoke school http://glbn.ca/ClrBy  সারাংশ দেখ প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ১ retweet ১ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ১ favorite ১ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Globalnews.ca @globalnews  ·  ৩ ঘন্টা Edmonton man’s online petition against photo radar picks up speed http://glbn.ca/ClksY  সারাংশ দেখ প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ৫ retweets ৫ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ১ favorite ১ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Globalnews.ca @globalnews  ·  ৩ ঘন্টা Meet @RachelsNews — the 15yo fighting for #GMO labelling in Canada http://glbn.ca/ClmBm  Watch @allisonvglobal's report on @GlobalNational সারাংশ দেখ প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ১১ retweets ১১ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ৯ favorites ৯ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Globalnews.ca @globalnews  ·  ৩ ঘন্টা 109-year booze ban in predominantly Mormon town of Cardston, Alberta up for vote in plebiscite http://glbn.ca/Clk86  সারাংশ দেখ প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ৪ retweets ৪ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ১ favorite ১ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Globalnews.ca @globalnews  ·  ৩ ঘন্টা Postmedia boss says Sun newspaper merger all about fending off Google, Facebook http://globalnews.ca/news/1600039/quebecor-sells-off-sun-newspaper-chain-to-postmedia/ … #cdnmedia pic.twitter.com/qM4cwxbTpc আরো ছবি ও ভিডিও দেখুন প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ২ retweets ২ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ০ favorite আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Globalnews.ca @globalnews  ·  ৩ ঘন্টা Alberta Serious Incident Response Team investigates officer-involved shooting in Redcliff http://glbn.ca/CljTi  সারাংশ দেখ প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ১ retweet ১ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ০ favorite আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Globalnews.ca @globalnews  ·  ৩ ঘন্টা Nurse in Spain is first Ebola infection outside West Africa http://glbn.ca/ClmuS  pic.twitter.com/elxZKkW5cO আরো ছবি ও ভিডিও দেখুন প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ৪ retweets ৪ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ০ favorite আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Globalnews.ca @globalnews  ·  ৩ ঘন্টা Tenant charged in death of woman found in Edmonton house fire http://glbn.ca/CljLo  সারাংশ দেখ প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ০ retweet সমাদৃত পছন্দ ০ favorite আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Globalnews.ca @globalnews  ·  ৪ ঘন্টা WATCH LIVE: Hillary Clinton speaks at Canada 2020 conference http://glbn.ca/Clkyz  সারাংশ দেখ প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ৪ retweets ৪ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ১ favorite ১ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Globalnews.ca @globalnews  ·  ৪ ঘন্টা What are the rules of engagement for Canada's anti-ISIS mission? - http://snpy.tv/1vIgniL  Globalnews.ca খেলা আরো ছবি ও ভিডিও দেখুন প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ৩ retweets ৩ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ০ favorite আরো স্থাপিত টুইট টুইটারের ধারণক্ষমতা বেশি হতে পারে অথবা একটি ক্ষণস্থায়ী হিক্কার সম্মুখীন হয়। আবার চেষ্টা করুন পরিদর্শন করুন টুইটারের অবস্থা আরও তথ্যের জন্য। বন্ধ Globalnews.ca অনুসৃত Globalnews.ca থেকে কোন আপডেট মিস্ করবেন না · পরিবর্তন © 2014 টুইটার সম্বন্ধে সহায়তা বিজ্ঞপ্তি তথ্য বন্ধ প্রবণতা ট্রেন্ডস আপনার জন্য উপযোগী। ট্রেন্ডের মাধ্যমে আপনি সহজেই আপনার আগ্রহের খবরাখবর পেতে পারছেন। আপনি কোথায় থাকেন এবং কাদের অনুসরণ করেন তার উপরে ভিত্তি করে ট্রেন্ড উপস্থাপিত করা হয়। পরিবর্তন উপযোগী করা ট্রেন্ডস রাখুন বিশ্বব্যাপী প্রবণতা পান সম্পন্ন খারিজ বন্ধ পূর্ববর্তী পরবর্তী বন্ধ একজন ব্যক্তির প্রোফাইলে যান সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ বন্ধ আপনার অনুসরণকারীদের এই পুনঃটুইটটি পাঠাবেন? বাতিল পুনঃটুইট বন্ধ আপনি কি নিশ্চিত যে এই টুইট মুছে দিতে চান? বাতিল মুছে ফেলুন বন্ধ রোধ করন বাতিল রোধ করন আপনার টুইটসমুহে একটি অবস্থান যুক্ত করুন যখন একটি অবস্থানের সঙ্গে আপনার টুইট করেন, টুইটার সেই অবস্থান সংরক্ষণ করে। প্রত্যেক টুইটের আগে আপনি আপনার অবস্থান চালু / বন্ধ করতে পারেন, এবং যে কোনও সময় আপনি আপনার অবস্থানের ইতিহাস মুছে ফেলতে পারেন। আরো জানুন অবস্থান চালু করুন এখন নয় স্থান বন্ধ করুন বন্ধ প্রোফাইল সারসংক্ষেপ বন্ধ আপনার তালিকাসমূহ বন্ধ একটি নতুন তালিকা তৈরি করুন নাম তালিকা বিবরণ 100 অক্ষরের কম, ঐচ্ছিক তালিকাসমূহ:গোপনীয়তা সাধারণ · যে কেউ এই তালিকা অনুসরণ করতে পারেন ব্যক্তিগত · শুধুমাত্র আপনিই এই তালিকায় প্রবেশ করতে পারবেন তালিকা সংরক্ষণ করুন বন্ধ বন্ধ এই টুইট স্থাপিত কর আপনার নীচের ওয়েবসাইটে কোডটি অনুলিপি দ্বারা এই টুইট যোগ করুন * আরও জানুন হুম, সার্ভারে পৌঁছনোর একটি সমস্যা ছিল। পরে আবার চেষ্টা করবেন? প্রকৃত টুইট অন্তর্ভুক্ত করুন অন্তর্ভুক্ত মিডিয়া প্রাকদর্শন বন্ধ টুইটারে নিবন্ধন করুন টুইটারে নেই? নিবন্ধন করুন, আপনির পছন্দের বিষয়গুলির সাথে যুক্ত হন, এবং তাদের বিষয়ে হালনাগাদ পান। একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন » বন্ধ দুটি উপায় (প্রেরণ এবং গ্রহণ) শর্ট কোড: দেশ কোড গ্রাহকদের জন্য মার্কিন যুক্তরাষ্ট্র 40404 (যে কোন) কানাডা 21212 (যে কোন) যুক্তরাজ্য 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM হাইতি 40404 Digicel, Voila আয়ারল্যান্ড 51210 Vodafone, O2 ভারত 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance ইন্দোনেশিয়া 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » অন্য দেশসমুহের এসএসএস সংক্ষিপ্ত কোড দেখুন বন্ধ নিশ্চিতকরণ)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=25065,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 4, January/February 2012   Zealous remarks misdirected  By Jim Holtz   This is a response to an article printed in the November 2011 issue of the College of Teachers’ magazine, “Preparing and supporting teachers to integrate technology in the classroom,” by West Vancouver School District Superintendant Chris Kennedy. Although Kennedy had several interesting things to say, he should perhaps have addressed his remarks, not to teachers, but to fellow superintendants and those above and below him in the administrative/managerial/ governmental chain of command. Kennedy’s commentary addresses the fifth element of the BC Education Plan recently launched by Education Minister George Abbott. In typical fashion, the ministry has put together a wonderfully vague plan that concludes with element five—Education powered by technology. The ministry has chosen that metaphorical turn of phrase apparently to inspire superintendents and principals to exhort their teachers to develop on their own the specific goals, objectives, methods, and lesson plans that will enable students to use the desktops, laptops, tablets, and smart phones that every school district and most families have invested so heavily in. Unfortunately, in order to “make sure our educational system creates environments to engage technically adept students,” as Kennedy advises, the Ministry of Education and school boards will have to do a lot more than merely order teachers to make it happen. Kennedy’s call for “those in the system” to “commit to embedding technology and digital literacy in our growth plans and in all our on-going professional development” is simply another plea for teachers to come up with ways to justify the enormous financial commitment that public schools have made to technology without any real understanding of how that technology aids or limits cognitive abilities. The depth of Kennedy’s unblinking commitment to digital education is evident when he states, “…replacing lectures with digital lectures or online videos simply substitutes one mediocre practice for another.” His disdain for traditional pedagogy is not only somewhat insulting to all the teachers who have used the lecture as a teaching tool (including, of course, all the university profs who still do), but ironic as well—the British Columbia public school system that traditional pedagogy sustained was lauded as a model to be envied and copied. Yet today it simply follows the techno-herd. Instead of spending the time and resources necessary to determine what technological advances really are of value, the ministry, the school boards and all their administrative underlings seem interested only in distinguishing themselves by seeing who can commit the most money the most quickly to the highest number of digital projects. To Kennedy’s credit, he does state that, “…we need to be committed in how we prepare teachers and how we support them throughout their careers in the thoughtful and purposeful infusion of technology into their professional practice.” Lip service, however, is not support. Too many teachers are simply told that they have to “make use of the internet” instead of text sources, and that they have to do so in ways which, as Kennedy says, “…truly support student learning.” As revealed in another article in the same issue of the TC, “A Teacher-Librarian in the Digital Age,” doing that for even one unit of one course is extremely time consuming. Suitable resources must be found on the Internet, then reviewed, developed, and worked into original lesson plans taking into account a variety of learning styles. After that, means of evaluation have to be determined that address the various levels of cognition. When one factors in the wide range of abilities now found in the average classroom, from students with special needs to the gifted, the development of even a single Internet unit for a course becomes daunting indeed. Good teaching was difficult enough when all one had to do was assign reading and activities already developed in ministry-approved textbooks. To ask teachers to develop their own Internet resources and then find fault, as Kennedy does, when he visited classrooms and encountered examples of “fake learning” where “interactive whiteboards were used as entertainment,” demonstrates a complete lack of understanding of the enormity and difficulty of the tasks involved. Perhaps the ministry, long suspected of favouring private schools, should take note that none of the private schools with the highest academic achievement are rushing to shrink or shut down their libraries in favour of computer terminals, as many BC schools are. And none denigrate their teachers by suggesting that they should be mere guides on the side whose sole function is to steer students to the best web sites for their instruction. Kennedy proudly states that he tells teachers “…when it comes to teachers and technology it is okay to be where you are, it is just not okay to stay there.” And though such remarks seem to receive universal nods of approval in BC from administrators and politicians, I imagine that their counterparts in China would be somewhat perplexed. Their young math and science students reportedly outperform ours on standardized tests, and yet do so with little access to interactive whiteboards or computers. If we really wanted to emulate successful programs, perhaps we should copy the Chinese model—instead of an interactive white board in every classroom and a laptop for every student, we should just provide them all with an abacus.  Jim Holtz, retired teacher, currently works as a journalist and speaks to teachers and parents on educational issues. metaphorineducation.com.   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8978,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, Number 2, November/December 2003 Health & Safety Here, there, and everywhere... by Maureen L. MacDonald Oh, to be in England A "stress code" for employers was recently introduced in the United Kingdom. Firms will have to protect their employees from stress or risk legal action. In the U.K., employees can already sue their companies for causing them stress at work, under the Health and Safety at Work Act. The Health and Safety Executive (a government agency) believes that the "stress code" will make it easier for employees to bring actions against firms, and will give its inspectors something against which to measure firms’ performance. The six-point stress code Demands—85% of employees must say they can cope with the demands of their job. Control—85% must feel they have an adequate say over their job. Support—85% must say they have the back-up they need. Relationships—65% must say they do not have to face unacceptable behaviour, such as bullying. Role—65% must say they understand their roles and responsibilities. Change—65% must say they are involved in organizational change. If fewer than the required 85% or 65% of all staff feel that each standard has been met, the company will fail its assessment and could face court action or heavy fines. For example, a hospital in Dorset has been given until mid-December to assess staff stress levels and introduce a program to reduce it after failing to meet the standards. The stress code has been piloted in 24 companies ranging from academic institutions to a supermarket chain. It has had mixed reviews. Positive initial comments have fuelled plans to make it more available to others. But some employers, especially some companies with global interests, are asking how the government can hold employers accountable for increased use of the healthcare system. New research published in Hazards magazine highlights the health risks of stress in the workplace. If you go home with your jaw clenched and your shoulders at your ears, you are 25% more likely to suffer a heart attack, and you have a 50% greater chance of dropping dead from a stroke. Effects of stress Effects of stress include palpitations, digestive problems, muscular strain, backache, bowel upsets, raised blood pressure, weakening of the immune system, increase in minor infections, and aggravation of chronic conditions such as eczema. Meanwhile, back home What’s to be done here in B.C. about workplace stress? Unlike our overseas counterparts, we can’t sue our employers. We willingly gave up that option decades ago in Canada to get WCB coverage. At the bargaining table, workers have never traded safety for other objectives. But health is just as important as safety. Mental and physical health issues are crucial for the members of our union. Our so-called collective agreement expires in June. Let’s take the time between now and then to do what we do best: teach. Lets educate our employers about the causes and dangers of stress. Lets talk about the need to feel good about going to work as a valued professional. Lets generate discussion about healthy teachers making a difference to their students as well as to the use of the public healthcare system. Lets make the connection between government underfunding of both the education system and the healthcare system—the top two things that citizens need—and increased stress on the individuals who work in those systems. Depression, anxiety, and obesity are on the increase. Those are not entirely individual problems. There’s a societal responsibility too. Our governments should address it. One thing each member can do is to report all work-related illnesses to the teachers’ union reps on the Joint Occupational Health & Safety (JOH&S) Committee at school. If you are not sure if your illness is work-related, report anyway—everything from headaches, sore throats, runny noses, itchy eyes, and flare-ups of skin conditions to cancer. Stress is not a medical illness. It manifests itself in many ways. Your school’s JOH&S committee makes reports to the district. Maybe a pattern will show up. There is ongoing research on such things as indoor air quality, cancer clusters, and work. Let’s make health a burning issue. Stressed. Read it backwards. Desserts. Uh-oh! Maureen MacDonald is the prevention officer in the BCTF Health and Safety Department. If you would like your name added to the BCTF occupational health and safety e-mail list, please contact Whitney Burgess at wburgess@bctf.ca. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=20992,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > April 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 6, April 2010  Classified advertising Travel/Vacation FRANCE. Ultimate vacations, privately owned, beautiful furn. 1 bdrm. central Paris. Wkly/mthly. 604-738-1876, 604-298-3904, irene.roland@gmail.com, www.ultimateparis.com WHISTLER GETAWAY Pinecrest Estates, 4 bdrm cabin, sauna, deck, BBQ, tennis, private lake, suits 2-8. 604-936-3346, glush@shaw.ca WHISTLER Condo. Sleeps 4, views, close to village, 604-943-9423, preddyplace@telus.net. BLACKCOMB Luxury 2 bdrm/loft, 3 bath, sleeps 8, ski-in/ski-out, 604-940-0156. MAUI Privately owned, beautiful fully furn. 2 bdrm, 2 bath condo, across from Kamaole Beaches. Great complex, Great location. 250-598-6955. SOUTH OF FRANCE holiday rental. Fully equipped, affordable 4 bdrm,2 bath villa in lively town at the heart of the wine region. Near lake and river swimming and historic Carcassonne. 100 euro/wk. discount through 2010. www.southoffrancerental.com BLACKCOMB Benchlands, luxury 1 bdrm. Ski in/out condo. Pool, hot tubs, all amenities. 3 night min. www.at-blackcomb.com, 604-929-6589. PUERTO VALLARTA. Bright, clean, quiet 1 bdrm., 2 blks from beach, downtown, $495/wk. Monthly rates. 604-608-4268, dbemc@hotmail.com QUADRA ISLAND private cabin for two, panoramic ocean, mountain view, soaker tub, the perfect getaway. www.lunavista.ca DISCOVER RURAL FRANCE & ITALY ON TWO WHEELS Explore the Loire, Burgundy, Tuscany or the Dordogne, cycle through fields of sunflowers, past magnificent chateaux, into picturesque hilltop villages. Your accommodation is farmhouse style with regional cuisine and local wines. Your enthusiastic guide is a retired Francophile teacher. The other option is an independent tour designed to meet your specific requirements. For more information: www.destinationsbydesign.ca, 1-888-703-0163, info@destinationsbydesign.ca, BC Reg 39159 MAZATLAN MEXICO 2 bdrm. 2 bath condo. sleeps 4, pool, tennis, 3 blks to beach. Teacher owned. Reasonable rates. Tel: 604-733-6184, cell 604-418-7967. SOUTHERN FRANCE is waiting for you. Wonderful 17th century restored farmhouse. 3 bdrms. 2 baths, fully equipped. Tranquille setting located in historic wine area. Contact: Anne Louise McFarland 250-665-6733. almcfarland@shaw.ca  GATINEAU HILLS Four season chalet in the heart of the Gatineau Hills, close to skiing, golf, lakes, and rivers. Fully furnished. Phone 819-457-1160 or view at www.chaletdescollines.ca GABRIOLA ISLAND BC 2 bdrm. cottage, private, fully equipped, starting $900/mo. or $475/wk. no taxes, 250-247-9883, www.gabriolacottage.netfirms.com, boysen@shaw.ca VICTORIA Oceanfront suite; judyak.shawwebspace.ca, 250-380-6682, judyak@shaw.ca BOWEN ISLAND private waterfront cottage, easily accessed for weekend getaways. www.oceanridge.ca MEXICO 1 bdrm. (sleeps 4) Hacienda del Mar Resort (Gold Crown) Cabo San Lucas, Mexico. July 5-12. $950. 250-748-7767. FRANCE FRANCE 2010 holiday rental. Well-renovated stone houses in ancient vineyard village, SW France. Great walking, cycling, food, wine, Cathar castles. C$742/C$1020/wk. per family, U18. E-mail mjcapper@hotmail.com, visit www.ourhouseinfrance.com.au HORNBY ISLAND vacation accommodations, discoverhornby.ca DEEP BAY waterfront 2 bdrm. cottage, Deep Bay, Vancouver Island, overlooking Denman, Hornby Islands. Relaxing, private. Sleeps 4-6 people, N/S, N/P. Available June to Sept. 604-939-0121 or joyce.buckham@shaw.ca HAWAII Maui, Great Kihei location, 1 bdrm. across the street from nice beach with ocean view. For more information 209-599-5248 or www.maui342.com CHRISTINA LAKE. Cabin for rent, 3 bdrm., 1 and 1/2 bath, road access, 100 ft. of private beach with dock. July 18–25 - $1500; Aug. 22–29 - $1250; Sept 12–Oct 10 - $2000. Phone 250-368-3599, adeluca@sd20.bc.ca OKANAGAN/PENTICTON ORCHARD HOUSE 3 bdrm., split level home on acre of orchard overlooking Penticton. Quiet and private. Rent from Sun. to Sun. (3 night min.) Contact 604-988-7485, crawfordart@telus.net, web link available. BUCERIAS, MEXICO Studio, 1- and 2-bdrm. suites with kitchens in luxury beachfront condo, close to Puerto Vallarta. Spring Break: March 12 to 26, 2011 (1 wk. booking possible); additional 2011 wks. may be available with 1 yr’s advance notice. $500/wk.-studio; $800/wk.-1 bdrm; $1200/wk.-2 bdrm. Contact: alaing@quesnelbc.com BEACHFRONT COTTAGE for rent on sunny Cowichan Lake. Beautiful, new, luxury cabin available weekly. Visit www.members.shaw.ca/watermanproperties/ForRentAtCowichan, colleague discount, 250-656-9711. BORDEAUX, FRANCE. Wonderful 1 bdrm. apt. in classic 18th century building in heart of Bordeaux. 500 to 650 euros/wk., 10 min. walk from downtown, 45 min. from ocean and 1.5 hr. from St. Emilion. Ideal for couple. Pictures and info on request. Elisabeth 604-732-3494 or elichardon@hotmail.com CULTUS LAKE 3 bdrm. cottage, 150 ft. to lake, N/P, N/S, avail. July 4 to Aug. 1. $800/wk. Phone 604-464-2890 or delia_cooper@telus.net SUNSHINE COAST oceanfront cottage, spectacular SW Georgia Straight Views, seaside deck, trail to 2 swimming beaches, big lawn, 3 bdrm, 2 bath, private & peaceful, FP, BBQ, walk to Gibson’s funky shops, restaurants. Spend your holiday relaxing, rejuvenating by the seashore. Ideal for families/couples. Avail Spring. $200/nt. Book your summer week now, $1,200/wk janeski@telus.net for photos, 604-921-7122. SHUSWAP LAKE cabin, sleeps 4-6, lakeview, weekly rentals from June to Sept. Call 604-525-9558. LAKE ERROCH cozy cottage, 1.5 hrs from Vancouver, 30 min. from Harrison, sleeps 4-6, golfing, hiking, fishing nearby. Call 604-525-9558. CULTUS LAKE. Enjoy a holiday in a private fully furn. waterfront suite at beautiful Cultus Lake. Reasonable rates. Phone 604-845-4379. SAVARY ISLAND Deluxe 3 bdrm cabin with deck. Indian Point. 200 m to sandy beaches. Kayak, bikes. mooring. $900/wk. 604-736-0741, moira@awma-bc.ca SHUSWAP. Lease 1/2 acre lake access, view, 6 mo. $3,500. Info. jmcd@sunnybrae.tv SUNSHINE COAST. Pender Harbour Oceanfront cottage. Private dock and beach. Min. 3 night stay. Best location in harbour! July, Aug. $500/wk. Reduced rates other times. Susan 604-467-3978, www.penderharbourcottage.ca MAUI Tropical Paradise across from Kamaole Beach II. “Palekaiko” at Kihei Akahi: 2 bdrm, 2 bath ground floor suite – steps from the pool! www.vrbo.com/261362  SOUTH OF FRANCE: July 17–24. Guided excursion to Languedoc. Accommodation in small village, local travel with guides and most meals. $1,000/ person. Max. 6. Also available, two specialized art & yoga trips in late Sept/early Oct. Contact Andrea Swan, 250-592-2881, andswan@shaw.ca HORNBY ISLAND Beachfront cottage in super location. Details 250-335-2759. BIRCH BAY, WA Beach view condo, sleeps 7. www.birchbayvacation.com GABRIOLA ISLAND retreat, 2 bdrm clean, fully furnished and equipped cabin, close to beach, ferry, Folklife Village, Nanaimo $725/week. Monthly, nightly rates available Contact watremb@sympatico.ca PENDER ISLAND 4 year “new” self-contained cottage on Otter Bay Marina. Sleeps 6. Large deck, bbq, swimming pool open in May. Contact Cheryl Wilson at 604-597-4262 or Steve Wilson at 604-729-3341. For Rent/Exchange VANCOUVER Clean, bright, quiet, centrally located condos at Robson & Bute. 1 bdrm. $95. Daily/wkly/ mthly rates. 604-608-4268, dbemc@hotmail.com  VICTORIA. Short term, 1 bdrm. fully furn. suite, near UVic and downtown. www.VictoriaHolidaySuite.blogspot.com VANCOUVER wanted to rent, furnished apartment downtown. July & Aug. or exchange for house rural Okanagan. 250-547-6788, janzen10@hotmail.com VICTORIA. Contemporary newer 3 bdrm/2 bath, garden-level duplex. Fantastic location. NP/ NS. July 5 to Aug. 28. $1,600 inclusive. 250-592-4563. pchauhan@shaw.ca  WANTED: small Big White suite for whole month of Feb. 2011. E-mail: rndshears@aol.com. WANTED: one bedroom suite start-ing June 1 in White Rock area for quiet teacher and indoor cat. Please e-mail teacherandcat@hotmail.com VICTORIA. Bright furnished apartment. 2 bdrm. 1bath. New appliances, hardwood floors. On tree-lined street, steps to Beacon Hill Park and harbour, close to UVic bus route. Available May 1 – Aug 15. N/S, N/P. $1300/month, plus utilities. Contact 604-926-0250. ENJOY VICTORIA this summer! Rent our comfortable and conveniently located townhouse from July 5 to July 30. 2 bdrm. 2 bath, & den. jmalo@shaw.ca SOUTH SURREY/WHITE ROCK AREA. 1-bdrm basement suite. Bright, spacious, and includes washer and dryer. Private entrance. Suitable for single professional. N/S, N/P. $900/mo. includes utilities. Please call Mike at 604-833-4278. WANTED VANCOUVER AREA Furnished apartment for 2 months during summer. 50-year-old male, N/S. References available. anazif@hotmail.com VANCOUVER Newly refurbished, furnished studio apt for rent in West End, 2 blks from Stanley Park & English Bay. Weekly/monthly rates. jkathleen@shaw.ca Miscellaneous SCHOOL TATTOOS 1,000 tattoos with your school’s logo $149. Visit www.schooltattoos.ca or e-mail info@schooltattoos.ca or call 613-567-2636. LEARN TO PLAY the Hawaiian steel guitar. http://members.shaw.ca/steelguitar TEACHERS’ TUTORING SERVICE needs high school tutors for Math and Science. BCCT teachers, Metro Vancouver, flexible hours, good rates. 604-730-3410, teacher@tutor.bc.ca, www.tutor.bc.ca PRO-D PRESENTATIONS that revitalize your teaching skills in creative writing. Visit www.beaconlit.com/Teacherworkshops.htm, then call 604-469-1319 or e-mail info@beaconlit.com to book Julie Ferguson for your classroom or next conference/school event. VARIETY–THE CHILDREN’S CHARITY Working with children is your passion. Leaving a legacy to Variety in your Will for BC’s special kids is your gift of a lifetime. There are estate planning benefits too. Contact Peter Chipman or Paul Spelliscy for information. Toll free 1-800-381-2040 or 604-320-0505 or e-mail peter.chipman@variety.bc.ca THINKING OF RETIRING? Join the BC Retired Teachers’ Association. Add your voice. The BCRTA is affiliated with the Council of Senior Citizens’ Organization and the Canadian Association of Retired Teachers to make seniors’ issues a government priority. For more information, go to www.bcrta.ca or call 604-871-2260, 1-877-683-2243. RETIRING EARLY? Confused by your lump-sum pension payout option? Let me guide you to a wise and secure decision. Learn more about the issue and my unbiased approach at www.creatingthegoodlife.com NEED A BREAK? See China for Free and Teach English 10 weeks or 20 weeks teaching Conversational English. Return flight, accommodation and meal allowance provided free. Start times: Sept (2010); Nov; Feb (2011); or April. Contact grahammul@canadatj.com FOR SALE BC wildlife lodge in Knight Inlet. A great second career. Go to www.resortlodgeforsale.com PD CRUISE FOR EDUCATORS July 10-17. Join us onboard our beautiful 117' ship; snorkeling, kayaking, hiking, exploring and discovering the Sea of Cortez, followed by a 2 night stay in Cabo San Lucas. For more info: www.panterra.com Adventure Cruising the Sea of Cortez. AUSTRALIA. Live and teach. Emigrate and become a citizen or just a working holiday. www.hallmarkimmigration.com.au DRAMAWORKS 2010. Theatre Alberta presents a variety of workshops to engage educators, amateurs & professionals. Workshops in acting, directing, playwriting, design & more! 2.5 to 4 day workshops running July 2-11 in Edmonton. Early Bird pricing in effect until May 28. Ask about Artstrek, our summer program for teens! Call 780-422-8162 or visit theatrealberta.com. TUTORING AGENCY needs BC certified teachers for in-home tutoring. Lower Mainland 604-439-1790 (info@schooliseasy.com), Victoria, Sooke and Saanich 250-483-5496 (victoria@schooliseasy.com), Comox Valley, Campbell River 1-877-787-5854 (tutor@schooliseasy.com). Visit web site: www.schooliseasy.com. VANCOUVER-BASED EwB Seeking Volunteers for Positions in South Africa (Cape Town). For information about Education without Borders & Fezeka school, application, and financial job-posting PDF please visit our website at www.educationwithoutborders.ca  Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141006,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2014/09/tentative-agreement-yes-or-no.html?showComment0751410923841718,Staffroom Confidential: Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, September 16, 2014 Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Despite what I know was a herculean effort on the part of our bargaining team, I very much hope that BC teachers will vote no to the tentative agreement. After five weeks of strike, and twelve years of legal battles, this is not the deal that will restore sanity to public education and it is not a fair deal for teachers and students. Just as teachers in Saskatchewan rejected a deal to ensure a better outcome, I hope BC teachers will consider a no vote to let our team know we have to go back to the bargaining table. Class size, composition The agreement provided a modified LIF fund starting at $75 million per year and increasing to $85 by the last year. It is for teachers only, which will mean a slight improvement in Districts where sizeable portions were spent on Education Assistants or senior District staff rather than teachers. However, in an average size District like Victoria (20,000 students, 1,000 teachers), this will translate into about 5-10 more teachers. That is one for every five schools. To put it in comparison, Justice Griffin's judgement estimated the lost funding due to lost class size language at about $330 million in current dollars. (Read more here about the proposed Education Fund.) I heard so many teachers speak up about the need to ensure that we do not return to over-crowded classes when the strike ends. This agreement does very little to alleviate what is the most pressing issue. Throwing away the court victory The agreement provides a "reopener" in the event we win on appeal our class size language. What this means is that the language returns, but is not implemented until new language is negotiated. Without the actual implementation of the returned language, there will be very little incentive for the government to bargain it back. We would essentially be back in the very same position we are in today, with government trying to bargain it out and us trying to bargain it back in. In my opinion, even if we were legislated back to work we would be in a superior position. If we won the appeal the government would then be forced to implement the language. We are thus throwing away our historic court victory and the bargaining pressure it potentially creates. The reopener is really only mildly less offensive than E80. In both cases, we have to bargain back what was illegally taken from our contract and the government will probably never have to restore it. In fact, the "reopener" creates the perfect opportunity for government to lock us out to try and force us to agree to something far inferior. Throwing away the remedy for the last twelve years The agreement provides $105 million to compensate for grievances over-sized classes for the last twelve years. Using Justice Griffin's estimates, our loss is roughly $300 million times 12 = over $3 billion. I cannot fathom how $105 million is a fair compromise. The BCTF's original proposal to put this money back into the system was a more fair and productive approach. This agreement means we can no longer go to the courts for a fair remedy. Wages The agreement is very close to government's original offer. While I would be willing to accept this if the class size language was returned, teachers should not be taking such a significant monetary loss without the commensurate gain in working conditions. We have lost roughly 12% of our annual salary. We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut. Minimal improvements There are very minimal improvements in preparation time for elementary teachers (10 minutes per week), and TTOC daily rate. The TTOC daily rate change may depend on your grid placement. It could actually be a wage loss for long term TTOCs who are above category 5 and step 7. There is also $11 million in health and dental benefits. At 40,000 members, this is $275 each. Hardly worth consideration in the context of the rest of the agreement. What next? There are a variety of options if we vote no. We can continue the strike. We can choose to return to work and continue bargaining. We do not, and should not, accept an agreement that doesn't meet our needs and doesn't meet the needs of students and public education. When Saskatchewan teachers rejected the first deal which had 5.5% wage increases over four years, the second deal had 7.3% increases over four years. They have said this still isn't good enough. For us, our main issue is classroom conditions. We need to say this isn't good enough. The way to do that is to vote no. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 7:48 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 124 comments: Troy MooreSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:17 PM The EC recommendation states the open clause will be argued from restored language. However, selling our grievances for nothing as the 105 million is strike savings, is plenty of reason to vote no. Further, no composition caps, but a fund controlled by Superintendents is enough reason to vote no. Thursday I will vote no.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:06 PM Re-opener also says "education fund" in place until new language bargained, so old language can disappear forever.Delete Reply Mme RousseauSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:33 PM Government starved us to death hoping we'd vote yes to whatever deal they'd offer. Planned it from the start.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:07 PM We can sill choose (collectively) to return to work if we reject this deal. Many options.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:09 PM Great analysis, Tara! I think that returning to work would be a bad idea. This will frustrate parents more if they need to find new ways to deal with taking care fo kids. USe the money given to you by the other unions. I am a teacher who had to quit for stress over the terrible condition of work (split FI grade 4/5, several low LD kids with little support, one severe with no support, 2 gifted (no support), and a principal who expected me to teach 2 separate social studies AND science programs)Delete Reply Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:56 PM Good points by all but the gov't succeeded in starving my family out and completly breaking us. I will be voting YES and live to fight another dayReplyDelete Replies schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:21 PM 'Fight another day'? In the last twelve years that we have been pushing back against this government, never has the tide tide been so much with teachers, class size/composition, and public education - and never has the government been pushed back onto the ropes (especially with the call for binding arbitration). What 'other day' is being proposed that we wait for? Now is the time. Vote 'no' and give the BCTF bargaining team a renewed mandate to get a decent deal for students and teachers.Delete Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:10 PM "Another day" means to wake up and realize that 2more weeks means my family of 5 could lose our home. It means I will do all I can to recall Cc, Factbender, and other mla's, and maybe even having "a guy I know" have a chat with them. In year 1 of their reign, I don't believe they even know what "the ropes" are. I will vote YES ...for my family, and I can live with thatDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:12 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply Karen FergusonSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:03 PM Just a question: When the Saskatchewan teachers voted no, had they already been on strike for 5 weeks?ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM No. They are working with no contract. They are not on strike.Delete Shannon DavisSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:23 AM I am a Saskatchewan teacher. We are not on strike; we are currently in the conciliation process after voting "no" to 2 previous offersDelete Reply "Mama Rose"September 16, 2014 at 9:27 PM Can we truly return to work without agreeing and continue bargaining? When I suggested returning to work a few weeks ago, the answer was "being on strike puts pressure on the gov't and without pressure they have no reason to settle." And can you explain more how legislating us back would be better than agreeing to this deal? And finally, why would the BCTF executive put forward a deal that was not a good one?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:30 PM Because they need confirmation of the resolve of the membership to get something better. That is what a no vote does.Delete Reply Troylana MSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:28 PM some great points to ponder, tara......thinking thinking....ReplyDelete schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:43 PM If we vote 'no' to the tentative deal we still have options: We'd not have a contract. But we could... a) strike with full picket lines b) partially strike with phase 1 (work-to-rule) in schools c) partially strike with periodic/rotating job action d) continue negotiating e) return to work and re-escalate strike f) some/all of the above ReplyDelete Replies Caroline MackenzieSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:21 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:14 PM a) will expedite matters (I say less that 3 days)Delete Reply danabjornsonSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:05 PM I am thinking that a legislated, crappier contract would only be in effect for 2 years max (before elections...). If we take this offer, then we will be agreeing to this pseudo-E80. Should we win the court case (which we likely will), we will have to settle on the terms of the THIS negotiated contract which doesn't actually restore learning conditions; it simply allows for those conditions to be negotiated. If we say n, then we default to the 2002 contract, which DOES restore the language. A "yes" vote is saying that we are good on "crumbs"; a "no" vote is saying we want an actual meal. That's my understanding, anyway. Please correct me where I am wrong, Tara. :)ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:44 PM And word is IF they legislate, they could opt to legislate back Grade 10-12 only causing the union to have to lay off all teachers and re-hire based on seniority. That will tear the union at the seams pitting teacher against teacher for those positions. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:17 PM There will be a general strike if that were to happen! They better not do this. They will regret it.Delete Reply imaginefunlearningSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:09 PM Some good points on the background of our fight over the past 12 years, which I have been actively engaged in; however we need to recognize the climate we are in. We are not in Sask. people! We have just come through a very long summer!! We need to thank our @bctf bargaining team & recognize the toll this has taken on all of us & our families. I don't have the luxury of more time on the strike line. This may be as good as it gets. Let's read the agreement and consider getting back to work and making some $ again! That's my 2 cents worth, which would come in really handy right now!!!ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:18 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply RobSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:11 PM Go back in work to rule mode. Work this winter to recall every Liberal MLA. ThAt is the only way to apply pressure to these criminals. ReplyDelete Replies Kate RestonSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:03 PM Recall! Not sure who won the battle but the war is still onDelete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:14 AM Well said Kate... I agree 100%Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:20 PM I think say NO and a better deal will be done in less than 3 days. These guys are not criminals, they are lower than that. I bet they get a sick pleasure in hurting the kids and the teachers.Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:31 PM An official recall is in the works: https://www.facebook.com/groups/316129595235450/?fref=ts Please consider joining.Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:26 AM Leah - do you honestly think anyone who voted BC Liberal did so thinking that they would act any differently on the education file?Delete Reply JJSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:16 PM I am glad to see other members who share my views. I am outraged at a 1.2 percent "raise" in salary per year that doesn't even meet inflation of currently 2%. I feel used and abused.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:23 PM Not to mention all of the other pittance! I am actually surprised that Iker asked teachers to vote on this! Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:18 PM Hi Tara Thanks for the summary! Will we be able to vote NO to the deal, but vote YES to returning to work? Will there be three options when we vote Thursday? Why did the BCTF agree to a substandard deal for us? If we vote no to a deal that was recommended to us, the teachers look like the bad guys and public approval will plummet. I am very disappointed and frustratedReplyDelete Replies KataSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:12 AM Public approval will not necessarily plummet. I have seen strikes where the membership has voted against the executive's "best results to date", and ended up with a better offer. This offer is an insult. The $300 million will not bring funding to the national average (I believe). More importantly, the wage offer is half of the average wage increase for public and private workers (StatsCan). Delete Reply MontySeptember 16, 2014 at 10:19 PM Thank you, Tara. My thoughts too, more clearly expressed. As well, Thursday is too soon to vote, too soon to vote, too soon to vote........ReplyDelete Richard ChalkeSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:21 PM Vote no and lose every shred of public support...just sayin!ReplyDelete Replies UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:31 AM I am a member of the public and would support a "no" vote. js!.Delete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:01 AM Richard Chalke, NO you won't! I am a mother with 3 adopted special needs children who need to be in a class that is designed for them and others like them (my kids are academically slightly delayed but their issues are more social and behavioural) where they can receive the education they deserve taught in a way they can comprehend. I will speak now for all the parents I know, and we will support the teacher's if they continue to fight for our children's best interest.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:28 PM It might not be pretty at first, but once we explain things (and I hope the Mandarin-speaking teachers flood the Richmond organization that voiced their concerns), they will back us. The 3 billions that the judge came to is the first I hear about. This should be stated to every newsmedia comment section in the province. Minimize pickets and flood those outlets with commenters, just like the Liberals do. Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:45 PM I am a member of the public and a single Mother of a child in the public school system. You will NOT lose one bit of my support if you vote no. I know that you are sacrificing so that my child can have a better education, and I am most grateful for it. Having said that, I also know that you are exhausted and broke. I have been dreading that you may have to settle for less than what you (we) deserve because the government succeeded in breaking you. I am not in your shoes, so cannot judge. If the vote is a yes, I understand and I am still behind you. Delete Reply Alison RocheSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:25 PM It is a crap deal. It's always a crap deal. Once you raise the stakes to striking, anything else is a cave in. The last time we walked out was the 3 day illegal strike where I threw away 1200$ and got EXACTLY the same contract I had the year before. The BCTF called it a win because they didn't rip up MORE of my contract. Ridiculous. There are a few of us that believe that working to contract, doing 100% of your teaching job and nothing more (like paying for supplies out of your own pocket or EC) is the only way teachers will survive this government. What if they get re-elected again? Then what? Teachers have lost thousands to these clowns to make "statements" about the state of public education in this province. We can't keep sacrificing ourselves and our families. And in the meantime, you talk to parents about why you have to take this crappy road. Because up until this strike they mostly didn't care about the state of education, but god forbid you didn't run a Sports Day. Then suddenly they wanted to know what the hell was going on. Keep the conversation going in schools. Attend your PAC meetings and stop enabling this govt to underfund and overwork the system. And still get paid!ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:20 AM I am very excited at the prospect of returning to my beloved job on Friday. However I will NOT continue to put my personal money into my classroom and I will be seriously reconsidering my involvement in extra curriculars. I think we shoot ourselves in the foot with all the unpaid work we so willingly volunteer to do. Delete Reply FCSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:38 PM I heard a rumour last week from a loose lipped government insider that after the 22nd, depending on the outcome of the negotiations the Liberals were going to announce a 3 step process. I was not clear if this was based on 3 steps to resolve the strike (perhaps the 3rd step is legislation??) or 3 steps to overhaul the education system, either way, they will settle it outright. I wish you all luck and all the information that you need to make a sound decision of what you feel is best.ReplyDelete Replies Lisa BurrowsSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:53 PM I have heard similar rumours. On the 23rd, the gov. was planning on introducing a $6000 per year voucher system for 3 choices: an academic or trades program, or something called EducationCanada. Not clear whether their intention was to privatize the public system, de-certify teachers and hire them back under new wage/benefits. Not clear where these rumours originated from. Maybe fear tactics to get teachers to vote yes. In any event, I plan on voting yes. I signed up to be a teacher, not a martyr. This strike has cost us a lot. We need to regain our livelihood and hopefully continue the conversation about class composition. We have at least awakened many people to the issue, and the court case is still an avenue that could eventually improve teaching and learning conditions.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:33 PM I urge all teachers to fight and say NO to this deal. Retired teacher who had to retire because horrendous work conditions. Make me proud. They will not last long if you say NO! I know this is tough, but there is money and I hear that Van City does offer loan at low to 0 %. Banks do allow you to miss a mortgage payment. Go talki to your banker.Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM Will school districts require teachers to make up missed days, as suggested in the media? Will the school calendar be changing to make up for the missed three weeks and if so will we be made aware of those changes PRIOR to the vote? ReplyDelete KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:41 PM "Wages..... We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut." And that is the cost of going on strike!!! There is nothing that can be done about that. You cannot go on strike and put up the raise you want every week to compensate for your time on strike - it doesn't work that way.ReplyDelete Replies Drew StevensonSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:59 AM I believe the missing "..." Suggests that they meant to refer to the losses against inflation since the last wage step increase. Thus this contract does not allow us to recover the buying power lost to inflation since the last non contract or "0%" year. Add those up and compare against the proposed increase and you see that by the end of the contract, we won't be able to afford the same value of goods (loaves of bread, watts of energy, litres of gas) that we could at the end of the last contracts term. It was not a comment about wages that were lost in the strike. Those are really small potatoes when compared to the grinding power of inflation over years and years. The next contract will use this latest for a bench mark so these losses to inflation will grind at all teachers for as long as they teach. A death of a thousand cuts to our ability to afford basic goods and services. Any raise less than inflation is a cut to the value placed on us and on our ability to pay our bills. Delete Reply Ed SSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:09 PM Having lost $20,000 (including summer school wages) as the single income for a family of five is far too much; I will be voting YES to the deal, unless the independently wealthy teachers out there who wish to continue the strike will pay my bills and mortgage for me.ReplyDelete Replies Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:14 PM I feel ya. Yes for meDelete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:18 AM Ed S. With all due respect (and I mean that), how did you lose $20,000 in the strike? Teachers were out 2 weeks (all out) before they were supposed to be in June, and now 3 weeks for the start of school? It is my understanding that teachers don't get paid through the summer months. Please correct me if I'm wrong, wherever I'm wrong. Shouldn't you have been financially alright for the summer months at least? Also all teachers knew this strike had a possibility of extending into the new school year but no one teacher budgeted for this possibility? I'm truly just trying to get a clear picture of where this all stems. NO disrespect intended.Delete BlairSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:12 AM Kelly, not Ed but if you look at the numbers there was the 10% lockout haircut in May/June plus the loss of most of June and the loss of much of September. In our 1 teacher (1 non) household we calculated a $9 K - $10 K loss so far. If you add summer school earnings you can easily make the loss in the $20 k zone. As for budgeting, we budget for the summer, but did not expect the 10% haircut, nor the loss of June/Sept days which completely messed our budgeting calculations. A very good friend (single teaching mother) was crushed by the loss of the June income and is without a penny today.Delete Mr. SmoothSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:35 PM The only one who didn't get a haircut was Jim Iker... and he needs one more than anyone else. What's with that over-coiffed 70"s mullet Jim? Does wonders for the BCTF brand image!Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:55 PM Jim's hair is not open for discussion in a respectful space like this. As for his salary, he is a teacher who does not get paid when we are on strike.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:04 PM Totally agree!Delete Reply Mr. GSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:24 PM If I thought they could do any better I would agree with voting NO, but you have to be realistic. The BCTF does not use professionals to bargain and always ends up with much less than they promise the membership when asking for a strike vote. While this is not a great deal for teachers, I really think you're fooling yourself if you think it'll get any better.ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:02 AM BCTF needs to be replaced with younger more adept representatives and advocates. Also, we should be hiring professional contract negotiators - you don't go into battle with cut throat corporate types with a wooden knife. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:37 PM This is BAD deal! Say NO to it and show those (expletives) that we will not take it anymore! Come on! Show them that teachers have a spine! They will respect us, oddly!Delete Reply retaSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:51 PM I agree with Richard. Those in the public that are uniformed would be furious, and there are many teachers who just can't afford to use their wages as their voice any longer - too much has already been donated to the government. In my opinion, the deal is pretty lame. I am sitting on the fence.ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:24 AM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:26 AM So true!!! I cannot afford to fight this battle for public education any longer. Why is this my personal and professional obligation??? However I think this deal is weak weak weak. I also think its the best we are going to get. Ideologically I'm on the fence but my wallet will vote YES.Delete Reply SirThinksToo MuchSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:54 PM My wife and I will be voting "Yes" on Thursday for it is the middle path. The easy path would have been for us to go back to school with E-80 & E-81 over our heads. The difficult path would be for us to vote "No" and put our mortgage at risk and having to continue asking retired parents for handouts to feed a family with three kids. The middle path is the wisest choice for us considering the current political climate in which those who do not teach are the quickest to judge it harshly.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:41 PM I understand that this is really tough for you! I almost died teaching a few month ago. I had to quit. Please consider holding on and say no. Remember the short loss in salary will be offset in the LONG-RUn by better salary increase. This is a joke! They will be laughing at you even more if we accept this. This is a very bad deal! However, I do respect your position!Delete Reply DaleSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:16 AM Why would classroom conditions be better on October 9th after being legislated back? We have been outplayed because of our stubborn refusal to outdated, tired old tactics. It is because of these actions that have led us to this terrible deal. Time to reset, regroup and stock up for the long haul. Can't do it if half the members commit hara kiri on themselves. We are a union of professionals not a cult. ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:49 AM Could not agree more.Delete schreck!September 17, 2014 at 9:44 AM Could you please advise which tactics you believe could have been used to secure a superior deal?Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:47 AM Full disclosure: I'm a BC Liberal supporter. The only people who would benefit from a NO vote are the BC Liberals. Teachers would be bargaining with no leverage whatsoever and would be viewed by a large segment of the population as unreasonable. The BC Liberals then get portray themselves as the only party capable of dealing with the BCTF. schreck! says that the BCTF has the government on the ropes, but he couldn't be farther from the truth. The government wants people to view the BCTF as their primary opponent. Disputes like this just shore up the BC Liberal base and protect its right flank. Any half-baked recall campaign will only reinforce that. It's true teachers aren't going to recoup the lost wages from the strike. I would suggest to you that that means this job action was probably not in teachers' interests, especially without any sort of appreciable strike fund. This is the best deal teachers were ever going to get with this government and people should have been able to recognize that in June. If you want my advice (which you probably don't), it would be to spend the next 5 years building up a strike fund, electing better leaders, and hiring a professional negotiating team. Don't bring a knife to a gunfight and expect things to go well. Focus on getting the best deal you can from whoever the government is rather than trying to change the government, the HST, Kinder Morgan or a thousand different issues that distract from education and erode the union's finances further. You'd be doing yourself a favour, and probably doing the NDP a favour at the same time. Also, if schreck! is David Schreck, you can thank his opposition to STV for the last two BC Liberal majorities. I know I do.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:11 PM One step would be to stop making political contributions to the NDP. This only contributes to the childish animosity and lack of trust that has constantly characterized negotiations. How else can the Socreds/Liberals view teachers except as enemies when they so publicly support their opponents. This stupid confrontational immature approach has to STOP!!!!! Education should not be a political fight when it is so obviously a valuable benefit to our society. It was an NDP government that legislated teachers back to work in 1993. Stop making education a political fight.Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:10 PM I don't think they have to go that far. CUPE and the Nurses still contribute to the NDP yet they don't have the same acrimonious relationship. CUPE and the Nurses just make their members their priority, and broader advocacy second.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:55 PM Ryan (possibly a Liberal paid commenter), with all due respect, I disagree with you. The cumulative increase in lieu of this will be better. Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can. I say to Iker, ask for 6% over 3 years because these people love to play the 15% over 15 year game to make it so big on the surface. Some people think that this is 15% every year. Believe me! I have seen it in comment sections. Others believe that the 15% is too high not understanding that they must divide things over the duration of the contract. It is time that we play it smarter. It is time to put the foot down and ask for money given to us by other unions, if it is needed. Banks can accept one late mortgage payment. It would be suicidal for them to not help. Imagine the possible damage if that ever leaks out. They could lose a lot in teacher money. I for one would pull my money out of a bank in support! Teachers are going to show this government that we have a spine! Enough is enough! Aren't you tired of being treated like kids? (Retired teacher who almost died in a car accident because of work conditions that were horrendous. I had to quit.)Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 AM Not paid by the BC Liberals. I pay them actually... :/ I imagine astroturfers of any affiliation wouldn't disclose their bias. "Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can." How did that work in May 2013? If the teachers reject a contract that their own union endorsed, it will make teachers seem unreasonable. Whether that perception is true or fair is irrelevant. It's what will happen, and teachers will be weaker as a result. Take my advice. Build up a strike fund and focus on the internal governance of the BCTF for the next 6 years. You'll be better off for it. Or not. I don't mind you or others making it easier for the party I support to get elected. I'd just rather not see kids and teachers hurt in the process.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:37 AM Ah! The "don't-hurt-kids" card, hey, when you have underfunded education for 12 years! WOW! That takes the cake! Are your trolling? Oh! You are serious? :) Would you be surprised if I don't follow your advice, considering your lack of logic? Would you be surprised if others don't follow your advice? It is ttue that bullies like you and your ilks love to show who is the boss, who is the teacher now! I suspect that is at the root of the problem! No one wants to fail in school! No one wants to get the strap! Sad that today's teachers don't like it too! But, who cares, we are ... teachers! We deserve it! BAH! BAH! BAH!Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:22 PM That's fine. I look forward to another 16 years of BC Liberal government.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:41 PM 16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate! Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan! Sociopaths do that!Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 9:35 AM "16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate!" 16 years of our opponents still don't understand why they lost. Like I said, that's fine with me. If I said the Liberals would be in power for at least another 13 years back in 2004 you probably would have laughed too. Heck, if I told you on May 13 last year that the BC Liberals would be reelected on May 14 you'd probably have laughed too. And you were wrong. Why is that? Answer that question if you want the NDP to win the next election. Without a correct answer to it, the NDP's cause is hopeless. "Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan!" You feel they are flawed, and that's fine. I don't go around calling people who disagree with me sociopaths, nor do I accuse them of being paid shills. But I also don't feel much need to address your ad hominems. There are logical arguments to support your position, but argumentum ad hominem is not one of them. It's a textbook logical fallacy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 1:15 PM Ah! Now I get it! It is all ego-based! You think because you voted the winning party that you are a winner and we are losers! You think because you predicted that the Liberals would win, you are winner. That does not make YOU a winner or the Liberals! It is called DEMOGRAPHICS, you expletives. The baby boomers are getting old and because they have more assets and won't make a whole lot more for too long, they need to vote a govn't who is going to do just that! It is not rocket science! WOW! You think you are so superior when your party stole an election with 47% of the popular vote. That's not a majority and your party should not have been elected. BTW, did you delete from your ethical memory the words Ethnic voting scandal? The field is slanted and you know it. However, you are so willing to minimize, forget the scams and bad fairplay tactics like a sociopath is allowed to minimize or ignore his or victims emotions that you don't see that you are the loser, we are the victim of your constant bullying. 1% wage increases after years of 0% increases and you can justify that when Yahoo reports that the average Canadian can hope to get 2.5% this and next year: https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html You Liberals behave like fascists, but we can't call you that because that's not allowed! Well! Guess what? It is and you are. Live with it! You keep on dreaming you are a genius! :) I am retired, getting soon a nice pension, and laughing at you from a beach somewhere! AHAHA! Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 2:14 PM What's with the name calling Peter? For someone claiming to be retired you really don't show the wisdom of age. For someone who talks about logic, you use logical fallacies like ad hominems a lot too. It's a fair point that the BC Liberals didn't get a majority of the vote (and I'm a very big supporter of electoral reform). The BC Liberals + Conservatives did though, and I don't think it's realistic to expect the BC Conservatives to have been more generous had they been part of government. Last time I checked I just voted. I didn't "victimize" anyone. Perhaps your rage is misplaced. If you think the election was "stolen" I'm afraid I have to question your grasp on reality though. "Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?" I'm glad you'll have a pleasant retirement Peter. I have no ill will towards you. I'm not sure why you think I do. I'm not saying people were *right* to vote BC Liberal. That's a matter of opinion. All I'm saying is people *did* vote BC Liberal. More voted BC Liberal than BC NDP for the last 5 elections in a row actually. You need to understand why that happened in order to change it for the next election. Clearly you're not interested in that though. Which is fair enough. Just remember next time you're upset about something the BC Liberals do that your lack of interest is part of why the BC Liberals get elected at all.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 3:23 PM I love your culture --or the lack of thereof! Guess what, stop thinking averybody is white and must follow your little rules. Namecalling? Sociopath? Whaaaat? And, what if you are? Still can't call you that? :) You fascist right-wingers are big on censorship! I just don't like you giving us lessons on how to get the NDP in. As stated, people are voting right of the NDP because it is a matter of demographics and a little ethnic vote buying on the side. The rest is mumbo jombo. Yes, of course, they will have to go on strike in the future and yes they will have to build a strike fund. The Liberals stole that from the BCTF too! And, you wonder why I don't have any respect for them? Yes, electoral reform is needed! We agree!Delete Reply JJ GeorgeSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:46 AM As a parent, I support the teachers and respect whether they choose to vote yes or no. However I noticed a discrepancy here from other information I've read regarding prep time for elementary teachers. Here it states minimal improvement to prep time - only 10 minutes per week being added. Elsewhere I read that it is 100 minutes per week for prep, increasing by an additional 10 minutes in the final year. That is a significant difference, and worth noting. Or have I completely misunderstood?ReplyDelete Replies Anne-MarieSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:59 AM Elementary teachers currently have 90 minutes of preparation time per week so an increase to 100 minutes per week is only gaining 10 minutes. In other provinces and some private schools they have as much as 45 minutes of prep time per day.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:56 PM Thank you for inquiring!Delete DW ZSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:57 PM You're right JJ George. There is a significant difference around the province regarding preparation times. In my district elementary teachers currently get 100 minutes of prep time. This new proposal is useless to me. I'll have to wait 6 years to gain an extra 10 minutes. Delete Reply UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:11 AM Almost nobody gets cost of living adjustments. Also inflation is NOT 2%. Do some research and look at the CPI for BC over the last 24 months. The average over the last 2 years is 0.7%, not 2%. The CPI changes every month so you cant just look at the highest month and declare that THE inflation rate. Check out the 12 month averages document for the actual numbers. http://www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/StatisticsBySubject/Economy/ConsumerPriceIndex.aspx All that being said I support the teachers. if you think this is a bad deal as a parent my dream would be for the teachers to vote no but continue bargaining because I do think the kids need to be in school and I do fear that the teachers will lose all support if the strike continues. All I ask as a parent is that you do your own research and try not to be swayed by all the opinions. ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:01 AM Inflation for August was 2.1% (http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/economy/cpi-report-expected-to-reveal-rise-in-canadas-core-inflation-rate/article20593943/). The CPI is a year-over-year calculation.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:43 AM Inflation should be looked at as a yearly average, not an individual month.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:34 PM The lawyers do not believe we have compromised our court deal. Our leadership would not have sold us out. We dodged a bullet. The Premier had something loaded even if we are not sure what it was. The idea that we could simply return to work is not guaranteed. I think a no vote could easily lead to the Liberals locking us out again because the Premier wants to crush us and she will use any excuse. She did not want to take the advice of her people and do this deal. I am certain a plan for drastic action (where we have to take the concessions they had planned) or worse - was in place. We can't guarantee the press will do any better job explaining the complexities should we say no. They rarely sided with us in markets outside of Vancouver where people are more political and they often misled or allowed others to mislead. They are not helping and would sensationalize. This would see dissolution of support very quickly - especially if we asked for wages. (Though admittedly it angers me that we can't ask for wages without being accused of being greedy when that is what most bargaining units do). But we have argued this is about kids and while this is not ideal - it is better to have teachers than not. The deal does suck in that it does not bring us to par - but this fight needs to be won with a strategy that is political and capacity will do that in another round. We have some support - but it is limited to the choir. We need to have the pews too. We need to build that capacity while working and continue to find allies because the fight is bigger than most people want to consider. This is about ideology and about privatization. Education always was political but never more so than now and we have to fight this party or the conservatives who would do the same or worse. No teacher who is responsible can ignore the politics any longer. That is simply the truth. If you work in the system you better get informed and you better be prepared to fight until retirement for the system. That said, I want to ask the same question others are asking: Why is this the job of 42,000 teachers and not the job of all citizens who want equality to fight for this right? It is time (while the conversation is still on-going and up to and including election night) for us to guide the public where we can but mainly play our part by not propping the system up. Make poverty known. Make noise about shortfalls, ask questions (in the media or in board offices ) about who is going to fix it instead of paying ourselves, volunteer some but wait for the pubic to step up so they see what schools lack. I hate the deal too. But I trust Vince Ready and Iker and I don't think we could have done better right now. I think we dodged a bullet because I have read everything this government has put out and followed the trail. They plan to privatize and they are just looking for the route. Voting YES for now does not mean we are giving up. It does not mean a win in the way we wanted but we have won a battle that will lead to us winning the war. If we don't rest up and stock up we might not get there.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:57 PM Well, if it is bigger than just this battle, then we will need ALL the unions to strike if they do indeed use drastic (draconian) measures. I say it is time for ALL of the unions to call a general strike. I guarantee that they will not like that one bit. What will they do then? Call the army? :) People in Europe, at the end of the 19th century stood up in mines. General strikes do occur in Europe and have. If you think you had it tough, think of them who stood tall for US in tougher times and conditions. Make sacrifices. Sell furniture. Tutor on the side. Ask for the BCTF money. Ask your banker to help. As friends and relatives. If we say NO, it won't last long. If they legislate us back, let's call a general province-wide strike of all unions. Delete Reply Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:47 AM Between CC's smug smile as she celebrates slaughtered teachers and Jim Iker's goofy grin - seemingly unaware that he has been a willing puppet, I am thoroughly disgusted. Over the next 5 years, teachers will be in an increasingly bad situation financially, classrooms will continue to be too large and complex with increasing medical, social and environmental issues impacting academic delivery. It could not be less obvious that things will continue to worsen. The Liberals have ensured that BC is rapidly becoming the Canadian Monaco for rich off shore interests and wealthy corporations. Soon the underpaid "workers" will have to be bussed in daily to Vancouver - Asian style. The only recourse is to move to just about any other province and bring in up to $100,000 more over the six years with much less cost of living. So we are bailing, encouraged by friends who have gotten positions in Manitoba and Alberta. My colleagues and I discovered through contacting several school boards across Canada that specialist (special needs and behavioural) and secondary science teachers are in particular demand. I want to work in a professional, respectful environment where the needs of all children are considered a priority and where I feel inspired to do my best. However, I want my vote to reflect the wishes of teachers who will be here over the next 6 (5) years, so very much appreciate your blog and opportunity to read the comments.ReplyDelete Bert SlaterSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:11 AM To vote YES will throw away 12 years of effort, and 2 victories in BC Supreme Court. To vote YES will be to snatch defeat from the jaws of victory. If you vote YES what bargaining power do you think you will have - the government will do nothing, and then what do you think you will do - take job action? PLEASE VOTE NO.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:59 PM Time to show you have a spine!Delete Reply RodSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:06 AM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Cool HandSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 AM Wouldn't a 'No' vote be a vote of no confidence in the BCTF itself?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:02 AM Not at all. It is just a message to the leadership we need to do better. The strength of the union is the members, and we support the leadership by giving them direction through democratic means.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:40 PM I disagree. How else can a recommendation by the EC to vote yes be interpreted? Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:00 PM I am sure people will interpret this both ways, but it is a vote. If it is supposed to be a "Yes", because it might be interpreted one way, then why bother having a vote?Delete Kate TSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:07 AM Yes , it would be. I don't think we could come out much better than this with this government. How will a No obtain that? Christy will be happy, she can declare the BCTF gone and roll out her plan to privatize. Delete Reply David DeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:06 AM A no vote would be a rejection of a the court victories defied by the government and an inadequate deal containing some vague promises that won't meet the needs of teachers or students on class size and other important issues.In Ontario elementary teachers get 200 minutes of prep time per 5 day cycle. I know there is financial hardship, but the union has received close to $2 million in donations from other unions; is there no way of accessing hardship funds? At minimum, vote no and return to work on work to rule with various strike options.ReplyDelete Erica JonesSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:25 AM This article actually makes me so mad. It is NOT better for the kids that they have missed almost all of june and all of september. This is what you signed up for in BC as a teacher. Get on board or GET OUT.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:20 PM Is this really what teachers signed up for? At my high school, each class has about 30 kids, with an average of 17 kids per classroom with an identified learning disability. Our district says that there should be no more than 4 kids per classroom.. How do you expect non-specialist teachers to help each student when over half of them require more resources because of a learning disability? Furthermore, are you generalizing the "better-ness" to all the kids in BC? Because I don't think that it would be better if kids went back considering the learning environment isn't up to par. There are barely any Education Assistants, and support teachers for the multitude of children who need them. While I recognize and appreciate your enthusiasm for education, please realize that the public school system isn't a daycare. Also, please think about your words and the learning environment prior to speaking out. By the way, we're not an autocracy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:08 PM I can understand your frustration! Understand mine! I almost died at 7:30 pm one night returning from teaching a FI split class with several students who did not get enough support or no support at all. The principal expressed to me that he expected me to teach 2 different social studies programs and 2 different science programs. ANYONE I talked to knows that this is impossible to do, especially in French Immersion when kids get no support at home and books are often too hard for students to read. I had to quit my job. I did it for me and did it for the kids. I was like a surgeon who is asked to operate on 5 patients with an old scalpel with 2 inexperienced nurses. Predictably, 4 patients would die and I would be reprimanded! Teachers are put in terrible conditions and kids too. I hope you have the openmind to consider the reality of this honest personal anecdote. I also wish you to understand that this is likely not an isolated incident. What will it take? A kid to commit suicide because he or she is not getitng enough support?Delete Reply hilarySeptember 17, 2014 at 10:29 AM It is incorrect to equate lost funding with what the teachers would have received in grievances. The two are not equivalent. The starting position of the BCTF was $225M, so they never expected $3B to resolve grievances. I'm also interested to know where you get your figures on overcrowded classrooms. A recent Globe and Mail article says that classrooms are, on average, smaller than the caps set in 2002.ReplyDelete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:36 AM The signing bonus should be roughly $2500 each: 105 million divided by 41 thousand.ReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:53 AM It is not that simple. The $105 million is to be allocated by the union. The term "signing bonus" has been crossed off on the signed document. Some of that money may be used to pay union debts. Don't know this but clarification would be useful.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:16 PM Just quoting from the CBC news website, "And finally there are details of $105-million fund to settle grievances stemming from the ongoing court case. The BCTF says that money will be given out as a signing bonus, with specific amount yet to be determined."Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:34 AM I think it would be smart to put at least part of it into your strike fund.Delete Reply WheelsSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:55 AM If the money is used as a signing bonus, it should be based on FTEReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:12 PM Yes I am sure it will be based on FTE. The question is how much of the $105 Million is actually distributed. This is up to the union, and I am told that it is yet to be decided.Delete GuruSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:44 PM And don't forget all the retired teachers who are entitled to a share of it.Delete Reply Geoff OrmeSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:18 PM In another discussion of this someone suggested that under BC Labour Law a no vote means rejection of the proposed deal, and that means the strike continues until either: - the union in question elects to stand down - another tentative deal is presented or - the government imposes a legislated contract. I think the last of these is the most likely, and I believe the legislated contract would be draconian and brutal. What do you think, Tara? Also, I would appreciate your thoughts on Sandy Garossino's comments at https://storify.com/Garossino/should-teachers-accept-the-contractReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:14 PM If this is so, in a few month (likely a couple of years), teachers will win so much more with a Supreme Court judgment! It is possible that the Liberals know that the higher courts are stacked by Liberal judges (that is what happen when judges are chosen, not elected). In any case, a negative settlement (or not a great judgment) will galvinize the public to reform the way the Supreme court judges are being chosen. I doubt that any govn't will want that to happen. A legislated contract will make the LIbs look like sociopaths and dictators.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:47 PM Peter I think you are expecting far too much from the public, many of whom are only paying attention to this matter due to kids being home from school. The public are not remotely this savvy on the political process.Delete Reply IslanderSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:09 PM I am a continuing education teacher. We have it even worse and we are not listened to enough about our poor conditions. Those include no prep time (and we do have to mark and do report cards many times a year sometimes and commonly for 30 students in a class), travelling to different schools with no compensation, and having next to no breaks in between 3 hour classes. I worked for two years with no lunch break and taught 6 hours straight (just 15 min. breaks) to be told, "don't complain since there are others who will do it". We then got 15 min. breaks in between classes. Most of our students are wealthy immigrants, many who try to stay in classes as long as possible since the classes are free. After spending a year in Germany, I realize how better organized it is where the immigrants pay to learn the language on a sliding scale, and have to pay for a student book as well for each class. We do not even have text books, but photocopy so much at tax payers' expense. This is not right. I then teach summer school since we were not on a 12 month continual salary and most of those students are also immigrants (at least 75%). This is also free and it is becoming so common and the new immigrants know this is free babysitting and tutoring. I think one main problem is that we have so many new immigrants in our classes who need ESL like this article states about our inclusion style of education nowadays: http://www.vancouversun.com/life/Shelley+Fralic+trouble+with+schools/10203596/story.html I am honored to be teaching and like my job, but it does get exhausting especially since I need two or three jobs to pay the mortgage that I now no longer have.. back to renting since it all I can afford in this city that has become so expensive. And many don't realize that it is very very difficult to get to full time work as a teacher here. There was a formula that made it take about 10 years to get to f/t (now finally changed). I have been without pay for 3 months, and now had to finally rent a place in anticipation of returning to work, so I have to vote "yes", but please keep the comments coming for what alternatives we have. Maybe we have to just educate the public in a better way than picketing; maybe get out and walk around malls and talk to people and hand out pamphlets on how this liberal government is hurting this. Most Asians (probably just the new who are from such a different system) are already against the teachers since they do not seem to understand what is going on. http://www.vancouversun.com/Business/asia-pacific/Chuck+Chiang+Many+Asian+families+place+blame/10202757/story.htmlReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:17 PM First of all, myn thoughts are with you! I think your ideas about using different strategies is smart. Picketing is not a very good strategy to let people know about things. I think using the membership to flood media comment sections would be more effective. Going to talk to the public might be a good idea along with this, I think. Phone the BCTF and ask for support.Delete Reply Marsha HolleySeptember 17, 2014 at 1:36 PM A teachers wife Vote no you have come to far to back down. It is a -----Y DEAL. ReplyDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:45 PM Ask yourself WHY teachers cannot get 1/2 of the average increase in salary of the private sector? (The Libs will tell you because there are sooooooo many teachers, but I also hear that there are provinces where there is a need for teachers!) TORONTO - A new study says that Canadians, on average, can expect about the same size salary increase next year as in 2014. Human resources consultants Pal Benefits says a survey of 401 organizations, mainly in Ontario, Alberta and British Columbia, projected salary increase for 2015 at an average of 2.79 per cent. That was almost unchanged from the 2.74 per cent average increase projected in last year's survey. Meanwhile, in addition to the average salary increase remaining relatively steady year over year, the survey found that the percentage of employers who plan to freeze salaries appears to have stabilized at eight per cent —in the same percentages as was projected in 2014. Breaking down the numbers further, the survey found the average salary increase anticipated in the engineering, financial services and high technology sectors was three per cent. That compared with an average of 2.5 per cent on the low end for organizations in durable manufacturing. https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.htmlReplyDelete "Mama Rose"September 17, 2014 at 9:12 PM I used to agree with you, Tara, and appreciate you bringing these items to your blog to get us all thinking. But after a very long night and day of research and discussion, I realize I will be voting yes tomorrow. Here is why: I don't care about salary or benefit increases. That is not why I went on strike. I don't care if this tentative deal is not good for teachers. That's not why I went on strike either. For me, the single most important issue is class size and composition. I want to work in a classroom where I have enough time and resources available to me to adequately help all the students I teach. And while it is true that this tentative deal will not change anything in the classrooms right now (or at least most of our classrooms), I realized that we couldn't actually make changes in that area because the issues of cs and c is before the courts. When I made that connection and realized that this round of bargaining was really about a "good enough" agreement regarding wages, then the deal seems, well... good enough. BUT, the best part, is the language the BCTF legal team made around the furture court decision (the re-opener). They have it in writing that if we win the court case (which is likely) and when we have to start bargaining class size and comp again (that is exactly what Justice Susan Griffin said we would have to do) we will be STARTING from the 2002 levels. To make this simple to understand, I explained it to my friends using a number line. With this new language, the BCTF starts the next round of bargaining at say a 50. The government will want us to go to 10 or 15, and we'll compromise and end up maybe 25. But WITHOUT that language, we would have started bargaining at a 10 and only gone down from there. So I do believe it is the best deal possible, it still factors in the biggest issue (from my perspective), we do not lose the important gains of the past, and most importantly, everyone gets to go back to school.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 PM Mam Rose, I appreciate your point of view and your courage. However, let me point out to you and the readers that a decision at the BC supreme court might not turn out the way teachers anticipate. We all know that judges are appointed and who does the appointing? "All justices of the BCSC (including the position of Chief Justice and Associate Chief Justice) are appointed by the federal cabinet, on recommendation of the Minister of Justice. Masters are appointed by the provincial cabinet, on recommendation of the Attorney General in consultation with the Chief Justice." (Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Supreme_Court_of_British_Columbia) Now, I would like to think that all of those people are objective, but they are appointed and we know that there are political appointments. They have a lot of discretion over the laws and judgments. I am willing to bet that the BC Liberals do know this and are betitng the farm (or do they know something we don't know) that the Supreme Courts are stacked against teachers? So, I am not sure if we can count on a WIN if we proceed with the court ruling. I think we would be better to negotiate and negotiate a better deal.Delete Reply retaSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:57 AM Yes...no...yes...no...The last two days have been this. I’ve read so many articles and comments over the past few months and, I can say, I have learned a lot. I know this is not a great deal for teachers right now. I will be voting yes. This is why… 1. The children. Without going into the multiple issues (e.g., grad, post secondary, trades, sports, global education/trips, planned activities, those with varying degrees of special needs, those that need a soft place to land, etc., etc.) the children need to get on with their education. 2. The parents. For many parents, this strike is a financial burden. We do not like to be called baby sitters, but for many living below the poverty line, school is a financial relief. Winter is coming; gas bills will be expensive. 3. Poverty. Remember, BC has the highest child poverty rate in Canada. Schools feed and clothe numerous children. 4. The other systems educators work collaboratively with. MFCD, CYMH, foster parents, group homes, and the multitude of non-profit agencies that support vulnerable children and families are bursting at the seams. We are a part of that team. 5. CUPE. While some have been paid during this strike, that money is coming from districts. It was not provided by the government. And, CUPE is a partner in education - from the bus drivers to the tech dept to custodians to secretaries to EAs and so on. 6. Small Businesses. In our little towns, the school district is the number one employer. There is a direct cause-effect relationship between loss of wage and loss of business. 7. Money. The amount of money that is needed to reverse the erosion of the public education system over numerous years cannot be recouped in one sitting. This agreement is a start. It’s not much but the stage has been set. 8. THE COURT CASE. That is why we were on strike. All the other stuff could have been resolved months ago, but our government was working hard to make the court case go away. Well, it still exists. I consider that the victory. We live to fight another day (as rhetorical as that sounds) AND I hope people actually read the ruling and think critically about how a loss could impact the future of the Charter of Rights, and the power of government to contravene those rights. I am guessing we will vote to ratify as so many fear “what’s next?” from this government. It’s nasty business, and I think legislation would be next. VALUING PUBLIC EDUCATION needs to come from a STRONG, CONSISTENT public voice. If we do ratify the agreement, and those in the profession and public think we've given up, we have not. We’ve been fighting for years. We just haven’t been heard… until now. ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:21 AM I understand your point of view, but sometimes you have to fight to get what you want. This is a VERY bad deal, considering: Other people get on average 2.5% salary increases last year and this year and the next and the rest of us get 1% and must feel happy if we do.? (https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html) THIS DEAL is a horrendously BAD deal for kids/parents as well, of course. We are going to continue to be humiliated and be the laughing stock of many people of this province. After a decade of paycuts, WOW, this is what they are willing to offer! WOW! WOW! WOW!Delete Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:30 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Reply Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:37 PM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:08 PM Let's cross our fingers! I think we need a general strike by all unions if CC legislates teachers back. It is time to put the foot down and tell her and the Liberals that, as in the movie Network,"I am mad as hell and I won't take it anymore!"Delete Reply Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 8:26 PM Needs help on some stats for an online debate Looking for the last 10 or 15 years of contractual salary increases in %. So, 1% for 2001, 0% for 2002,...ReplyDelete Children FirstSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:00 PM Well it's all done now. Really hope the teacher's can find another angle to deal with class size and composition as well as student funding. The government will make sure the coming court case never swings your way no matter what. 2nd most expensive place to live in the the world!!! Wonder why and where the money goes??? ReplyDelete AnonSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 PM I'm an outsider, but have followed closely this whole fiasco and this is a RAW deal. Your union hung you out to dry on this one - taking a really bad deal (clearly no one from the BCTF had rudimentary math skills in their toolbox) and then publicly encouraging to the media that teachers accept the deal....what choice did you have - a no vote would have outraged the public. I could go on and on, but the bottom line, in my opinion, is that your union better get some stronger leaders who are PR and technology savvy. Out with Iker and the rest of those who bargained on your behalf - they just got ......well , we know that happened. Whew, can't even believe how screwed you got, absolutely amazing - nothing meaningful gained in the big picture and only very minor gains for a small group of people, bigger losses for the majority.. Wow - I better stop now. Best of luck. Thanks for all you do for our children. ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ▼  September (9) Reflections on the BC Teacher Strike BC Teacher strike - Lessons learned Response to Sandy Garossino Will the Education Fund improve classroom conditio... Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Class composition: a human rights perspective Class size and composition - a short visual histor... Guest post - I WILL HOLD THE LINE Teachers - let your leadership know it is time to ... ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20140925,www.safeinschool.org,http://www.safeinschool.org/,Is Wi-Fi Safe for Children?Beware of Health Risks Is Wi-Fi Safe for Children? Beware of Health Risks Doctors and Scientists around the world have warned against unnecessary exposure of children to RF/microwave from wireless technology and recommend safer WIRED internet connection instead, both in school and at home. We are parents who fully support the use of computers and the incorporation of technology in education, and we believe that it must be implemented in a SAFE manner. Sunday, March 30, 2014 Teachers' Unions in Germany, UK, USA and Canada Who Have Done Their Research Do Not Support WiFi in Schools EdTech companies keep pushing for MORE wireless in classrooms, saying RF/EMF is safe when official agencies lack long-term data of health impact from exposure on children. All these unions are informed about the health risks of WiFi and cellphones and are fighting to protect the health of their adult members in the workplace. Why would school boards choose to increase the exposure to school children? What kind of liabilities are school boards prepared to bear, for knowingly putting children under unnecessary and involuntary exposure to an IARC Class 2B Possible Carcinogen? Canadian Teachers' Federation - over 200,000 teachers across Canada (2013) Recommendations That Safety Code 6 include a recommendation for prudent use of Wi-Fi whenever possible including the recommendation to limit consistent exposure in schools by turning off wireless access points when not in use. That Safety Code 6 exposure thresholds be based upon both thermal and biological effects of exposure to Wi-Fi That the Expert Panel recommend an education program regarding the relative safety of Wi-Fi exposure and that appropriate resources be developed to educate the public regarding ways to avoid potential exposure risks of Wi-Fi access points and devices.” http://www.ctf-fce.ca/Research-Library/BrieftoExpertpanel.pdf Elementary Teacher's Federation of Ontario - over 76,000 teachers (2013): ETFO's adopted resolutions:  "That ETFO study the impact of non-ionizing electromagnetic radiation, including the possible implications for schools and members, with a report with recommendations to the February 2014 Representative Council.  Rationale: There are growing health and safety concerns regarding the widespread use of technologies which produce and emit non-ionizing electromagnetic radiation. It is estimated that over one million Canadians have an environmental sensitivity to this radiation and experience serious physical and biological effects. As has been the case with other known societal health dangers, the health effects of long-term exposure to this radiation may not be known for some time. Widespread exposure to wireless communication devices and infrastructure in Ontario schools can be a potential workplace hazard. Further study is needed to ensure the safety of members."  “That ETFO, through OTF, lobby the Ministry of Education, the Ministry or Labour, and the Ministry of Health to ensure that school boards:  1. Follow the 'Right to Know" legislation under the Ontario’s Occupational Health and Safety Act by clearly labelling the location Of Wi-Fi access points 2. Develop a hazard control program related to wireless microwave radiation through the Joint Health and Safety Committee (JHSC).” http://annualmeeting.ca/wp-content/uploads/2013/07/Session-71.pdf (#1 & 17) British Columbia Teachers' Federation - 41,000 public school teachers (2013) BCTF adopted resolution to protect teachers' health: "The BCTF supports members who are suffering from electromagnetic hypersensitivity by ensuring that their medical needs are accommodated in the workplace." Greater Victoria Teachers' Association - 1,500 teachers (2013) "The GVTA recommends a precautionary approach to the School District with regard to provision of wireless internet in schools. The precautionary approach comes from the environmental movement and has been adopted as common practice in areas regarding potential environmental, ecological or biodiversity damage. It suggests that the lack of significant evidence is not enough of a reason to be unconcerned. The fact that many other countries have instituted regulations to protect children, seniors, pregnant women and other susceptible populations should be the guide for a District policy on WiFi installation and use in the worksites...” http://gvta.net/index.php/health-safety/2013-02-20-23-22-17 United Teachers of Los Angeles - 40,000 teachers and staff (2013) http://ehtrust.org/la-teachers-union-passes-resolution-to-ensure-safety-from-hazardous-electromagnetic-fields-emf-in-schools-including-emf-emissions-from-wireless-technology/ UTLA passed the following motion by a sweeping majority: “I move that UTLA will abide by current National NEA Policy for Environmentally Safe Schools which states that all employees and stakeholders should be informed when there are changes in their exposure to environmental hazards including electromagnetic radiation and that all stakeholders and the public should be notified of any actual and potential hazards. UTLA will advocate for technological solutions that maintain technology upgrades while not increasing employees exposure to electromagnetic radiation.” The Ontario English Catholic Teachers Association - 37,000 teachers (2012) A position regarding the use of Non-Ionizing Electromagnetic Radiation, including WiFi, in the workplace: Summary 1. We do not know what the long-term effects of low-level non-ionizing radiation are on those who are exposed (workers and students). No form of radiation can be deemed ‘safe’ as it depends on the constitution of the individual exposed, the amount of exposure as well as a sufficient amount of time to pass to observe any health effects that have a long latency period (i.e. cancer).   2. The WHO has classified low-level non-ionizing radiation in the microwave band associated with celluar phones as a class 2b carcinogen (possible carcinogen) and Health Canada has warned about limiting the use of handheld personal electronic equipment such as cellular phones among youth. Initializing WiFi for personal electronic equipment will result in an unpredictable exposure as use varies.  3. A segment of the population are environmentally sensitive (a disability according to the Canadian Human Rights Commission) to low level non-ionizing radiation and may experience immediate physical/biological reactions when exposed.  4. Employers including School Boards have the duty to accommodate persons with disabilities including that of electro-hypersensitivity. A widespread investment in a redundant WiFi network may limit the ability to reduce WiFi exposure thereby accommodating workers with an electro-hypersensitivity disability.  5. The safety of this technology has not thoroughly been researched and therefore the precautionary principle and prudent avoidance of exposure should be practiced.  6. The purposeful introduction of non-ionizing radiation transmitters, such as WiFi, into the work place is considered to be the introduction of new equipment that presents a potential health and safety hazard for workers. As such, it is the duty of the Joint Health and Safety Committee to develop a hazard control program to; assess the risk of injury from the potential hazard, recommend controls to be applied to address the hazards, and to monitor the effectiveness of the applied controls.  7. Administrative and physical control methods to address the hazards of non-ionizing radiation, such as WiFi, in the workplace are readily available and relatively easy to apply. Application of controls would be completely consistent with the ALARA (As Low As Reasonably Achievable) approach and the precautionary principles as well as the general duty clause, Section 25 (2)(h) of the Occupational Health and Safety Act.  Recommendations  I. OECTA recognizes that there is a growing concern regarding the potential adverse health effects of the use of wireless technology which requires the broadcasting of non-ionizing electromagnetic radiation, typically in the radio/microwave frequency band.  II. OECTA recognizes that the installation of WiFi microwave transmitters and the expanded use of wireless devices in Catholic schools and educational facilities across the Province of Ontario may present a potential Health and Safety risk or hazard in the workplace.  III. OECTA recognizes the need to provide information to the Joint Health and Safety Committee(s) at the local Unit level regarding the potential hazards and prudent avoidance control measures regarding the presence of non-ionizing radiation (WiFi) in the workplace such that they may exercise their powers as established under S. 9(18) the Occupational Health and Safety Act (OHSA).  IV. OECTA post this position paper on the OECTA website. http://www.oecta.on.ca/wps/wcm/connect/6a665c0049fedbee85919db62552ca8d/WiFipositionpaper2.pdf?MOD=AJPERES UK: Voice - The Union for Education Professionals - 20,000 members http://www.voicetheunion.org.uk/index.cfm?cid=495 (2009)  http://blog.voicetheunion.org.uk/?p=1097 (2013)  “In the last few years there has been a great weight of evidence from around the world which suggests that exposure to electromagnetic radiation can have long-term health impacts, particularly on children, and that exposing young children (from birth to 12) to electromagnetic radiation (EMR) can produce changes in cell formation, genetic changes, and potential cancers. Exposure levels are only half the story; length of exposure is crucial too. Long exposures at lower intensity levels may be as damaging as high exposure levels for short periods hence our concern about wireless networks in schools and nurseries. It is a considerable concern that in schools we are installing wi-fi systems and we have no clear evidence that they are safe. Our concern is that until they are declared to be safe and proven to be safe we should not be installing them in schools. The difficulty is that once installed in schools, they are switched on constantly. Whether the children are using them or not, they are exposed to that level of radiation. Voice has advocated that new wi-fi systems should not be installed in schools, that existing systems should be turned off when not required and that schools should consider whether they really need to use wi-fi, which was developed to facilitate Internet access on the move rather than to be used as a convenient alternative to cables in dedicated IT facilities.” UK ATL: Association of Teachers and Lecturers - more than 160,000 members (2009) http://www.telegraph.co.uk/education/educationnews/5125161/Wifi-in-school-should-be-stopped-say-teachers.html UK PAT: Professional Association of Teachers - 35,000 members (2007) http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/uknews/1549419/Teachers-voice-fears-of-Wi-Fi-health-risk.html Germany GEW: Gewerkschaft Erziehung und Wissenschaft (Education and Science Workers’ Union) - 260,000 members 2003 http://t.co/EQaUodrq7W 2006 http://t.co/7S0gOWoPkN * * * (2013) Members of 5 major unions in France which represented workers of the following large corporations and organizations protested to demand reduction of electromagnetic radiation in their work place. http://www.20minutes.fr/ledirect/1096131/appel-syndicalistes-reduire-ondes-travail The Bank of France France Telecom Orange L'Oréal (Cosmetics giant) The City of Paris RATP (Autonomous Operator of Parisian Transports - a state-owned public transport operation) Geodis (A leading Transport and Logistics company in Europe) The Bibliothèque Nationale de France (National Library of France) Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest Labels: #BCTF2014, 21st Century Learning, BCCPAC, BCED, bcparent, BCSTA, BCTF, BYOD, children, education, health, Kids, learning, safe, safety, school, students, technology, wifi, wireless Tuesday, January 21, 2014 UCLA Study: Cellphones & Children's Headaches 6-min Video: Dr. Martin Pall to Portland Public Schools Board Excellent presentation on WiFi's hazardous effects by Dr. Martin Pall (Professor Emeritus of Biochemistry and Basic Chemical Sciences at Washington State University; recipient of multiple honours) and researcher Merry Callahan. Video: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HCAyPMVuJHY C.V.: http://www.ncnm.edu/images/CE/Pall_CV.pdf 4-min Video: Dr. Anthony Miller to Toronto City Council Dr. Anthony Miller (Professor Emeritus at University of Toronto's School of Public Health, renowned epidemiologist) recently presented to the Toronto City Council that classification of the cancer-causing property of cellphone/WiFi/cordless phone's non-ionizing radiation should be upgraded from 2B "Possibly Carcinogenic" to 2A "Probably Carcinogenic". He emphasized the importance of Prudent Avoidance. Video: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wARxnaxrRKk Bio: http://www.dlsph.utoronto.ca/faculty-profile/anthony-b-miller UCLA Study Found Children at Higher Risk of Headache if they used cellphones or if their mothers used cellphones while pregnant with them http://www.prlog.org/12269207-cell-phone-use-and-prenatal-exposure-to-cell-phone-radiation-may-cause-headaches-in-children.html UK Expert Report In-depth analysis of health issues resulting from the use of WiFi in schools  http://ssita.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/SSITA-response-January-2014.pdf The True Face of 21st Century Learning How education became a tool for corporate profits http://www.policyalternatives.ca/sites/default/files/uploads/publications/National%20Office/2013/02/osos110_21stCenturyLearning_0.pdf   Petition at Avaaz: Stop exposing children to radiation from WiFi and 4G in schools till proven harmless https://secure.avaaz.org/en/petition/The_members_of_the_European_Commission_European_Parliament_Stop_exposing_children_to_radiation_from_WiFi_and_4G_until_pr/?pv=7 Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest Labels: Allergy, Anxiety, Asthma, Breath, Child, Dizziness, Eyes, Fatigue, Headache, Hearing, Heart, Hyperactivity, Kids, Memory, Nausea, Numbness, Pain, Rashes, Sleep, Spasm Friday, December 6, 2013 American Academy of Pediatrics: New Media Policy & Call for Protection of Children and Pregnant Women from Wireless Radiation The American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP ) just updated their policy statement on media usage by children and youth. The new policy statement offers recommendations for parents: Parents can model effective “media diets” to help their children learn to be selective and healthy in what they consume. Take an active role in children’s media education by co-viewing programs with them and discussing values.   Make a media use plan, including mealtime and bedtime curfews for media devices. Screens should be kept out of kids’ bedrooms.   Limit entertainment screen time to less than one or two hours per day; in children under 2, discourage screen media exposure.  Read more: http://www.aap.org/en-us/about-the-aap/aap-press-room/pages/Managing-Media-We-Need-a-Plan.aspx As well, the American Academy of Pediatrics has published 3 letters in the past 2 years calling for the adoption of the Precautionary Principle by protecting children and pregnant women from radiation emitted by cellphones and wireless devices. They also demand that the FCC revises its inadequate and outdated exposure guidelines and testing protocols (which happens to be the same as Health Canada's).  The AAP represents 60,000 pediatricians and pediatric surgeons.  August 29, 2013: http://bemri.org/component/docman/cat_view/2-publications/5-biological-effects-of-non-ionizing-radiation/14-mobile-phones.html?limit=20&order=hits&dir=ASC&limitstart=0 July 12, 2012: http://www.citizensforsafetechnology.org/uploads/scribd/AAP_07-12-12%20FCC%20cell%20phone%20radiation%20ltr.pdf December 12, 2012: http://citizensforsafetechnology.org/uploads/scribd/AAP_Letter%20to%20Kucinich_Dec%202012%20(1).pdf Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest Labels: 21st Century Learning, BCCPAC, BCED, bcparent, BCSTA, BCTF, BYOD, children, education, health, ipad, Kids, parenting, safe, safety, school, students, technology, wifi, wireless Thursday, November 21, 2013 iPads: How Safe Are Our Children? TheGreenGazette July-August 2013 In the past few years, iPad has become many adults’ best friend and children’s babysitter. It is used as a computer, eBook reader, camera, video/music player, word processor, communication device, drawing tool, game pad, and more. Apple says, “Read all safety information below and operating instructions before using iPad to avoid injury.” The safety information provided with purchase is a small booklet of 3 1/4" x 5", with text so tiny it is practically illegible without magnifying glasses. As a result, most people have never read the following: “iPad contains radio transmitters and receivers. When on, iPad sends and receives radio frequency (RF) energy through its antenna. The Wi-Fi and Bluetooth® antennas are located behind the screen to the left of the Home button, and behind the Apple logo... A cellular antenna is located at the top edge of iPad Wi-Fi+3G, when oriented with the Home button at the bottom.” When ifixit.com dissected a Wi-Fi+3G iPad, they discovered not three but five antennas, including the frame of the LCD screen being a giant antenna. “... to be sure that human exposure to RF energy does not exceed the FCC, IC, and European Union guidelines, always follow these instructions and precautions: Orient the device in portrait mode with the Home button at the bottom of the display, or in landscape mode with the cellular antenna (located under the black edge at the top of the device) away from your body or other objects...” This means if you don’t handle the iPad exactly as instructed, the RF radiation can exceed governments’ limits for human exposure. Unfortunately, most parents and teachers have no idea about this, and have never communicated the manufacturer’s instructions to children who are using iPads. The user manual recommends: “you can further limit your exposure by limiting the amount of time using iPad Wi-Fi+3G in wireless mode, since time is a factor in how much exposure a person receives, and by placing more distance between your body and iPad Wi-Fi + 3G, since exposure level drops off dramatically with distance.” RF/EMF: 2B Possible Carcinogen In 2011, the International Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC) of the World Health Organization (WHO) classified radiofrequency electromagnetic fields emitted by wireless communication devices as Type 2B Possible Carcinogen to Humans. The monograph states: “The general population receives the highest exposure from transmitters close to the body... In children... deposition of RF energy may be two times higher in the brain and up to ten times higher in the bone marrow of the skull than in adult users.” The WHO report concluded that additional research is important and advised the public, particularly young adults and children, to take pragmatic measures to reduce exposure. Comparison between iPad and cellphone radiation The published radiation level of mobile devices is called Specific Absorption Rate (SAR). An iPad on WiFi/3G has an SAR of 0.76-1.19 W/kg, compared to the SAR of an iPhone on GSM/CDMA at 0.547-1.18 W/kg. Many other cellphones have even lower SAR value than the iPhone. Governments of some countries including Canada have issued warnings on children’s use of cellphones. With iPad’s radiation level being similar to cellphones, the same caution should be taken. Health Canada, “encourages parents to reduce children’s RF exposure... since children are typically more sensitive” and “there is currently a lack of scientific information regarding the potential health impacts of cellphones on children.” Health Canada advises the following: Limit the length of cellphone calls; replace cellphone calls with text messages or use hands-free devices; and encourage children under the age of 18 to limit their cell phone usage. Just as we would not put an actively transmitting cellphone against a child’s head for hours a day, we should not put an actively transmitting iPad against the reproductive organ or other parts of a child’s body for hours a day. 900 blasts of radiofrequency per hour When the WiFi antenna in an iPad is turned on, it emits a burst of radiofrequency approximately every four seconds. That makes 900 blasts per hour in the child’s hands, on his lap, or at his face. This does not include any additional data signals resulting from uploading and downloading activities. Moreover, the blasts at four-second intervals occur even when the user is not accessing the Internet. In other words, even if a child is only using the iPad to draw or to play a game, he still receives 900 blasts an hour as long as the WiFi antenna is left on. Between 2008 and 2011, the European Union Parliament and the Council of Europe passed multiple resolutions against the “early, ill-considered, and prolonged use of mobiles and other devices emitting microwaves.” Many medical associations in North America and Europe have also issued public statements to warn about the serious health risks associated with using wireless devices. Among them, the American Academy of Environmental Medicine wrote: “In September 2010, the Journal of the American Society for Reproductive Medicine - Fertility and Sterility reported that only four hours of exposure to a standard laptop using WiFi caused DNA damage to human sperm.” “Multiple studies correlate radiofrequency exposure with diseases such as cancer, neurological disease, reproductive disorders, immune dysfunction, and electromagnetic hypersensitivity... Other neurological and cognitive disorders such as headaches, dizziness, tremors, decreased memory and attention, autonomic nervous system dysfunction, decreased reaction times, sleep disturbances, and visual disruptions have been reported to be statistically significant in multiple epidemiological studies with radiofrequency exposure occurring non-locally.” With the proliferation of the wireless industry, it might not be possible to eliminate all sources of RF radiation. However, a good start is to follow the European parliaments’ advice for an exposure level called A.L.A.R.A. (as low as reasonably achievable). The following resolution was adopted by the BC Confederation of Parent Advisory Council this year. While these steps were proposed for schools, they are also useful for reduction of unnecessary exposure at home: 1. to provide on/off switches to WiFi routers;  2. to establish a protocol of use that      (i) WiFi routers and WiFi/3G functions of computers/laptops/tablets are to be turned on only when they are  needed for access to the Internet via the wireless network; and,      (ii) Bluetooth function is to be turned on only if it is needed for accessing other Bluetooth-enabled devices.  3. to observe safety warnings and follow safety instructions in the user manual of iPad by reducing the duration of use under wireless mode and keeping the iPads away from the students’ bodies.  Note that putting an iPad on airplane mode will initially turn off all antennas on the iPad. However, WiFi and bluetooth antennas can be re-enabled without switching off the airplane mode. Therefore, an iPad showing airplane mode “on” is not a guarantee that all the antennas are off. It is important to check the antennas separately. In addition, when the WiFi function on an iPad shows “Not Connected,” it does not mean the antenna is off. It only means the iPad is not logged onto any available wireless network. To ensure the WiFi antenna is turned off, the WiFi function must read “off.” Differences between the iPad and an AM/FM Radio The “radio” frequency emitted by iPad is often confused with AM/FM radio waves. The two actually differ in the following ways: (1) AM/FM radio utilizes analogue signals with a continuous waveform (see diagram below). iPad (via 3G or WiFi) emits digital signals in the form of pulsed microwave, similar to cellphone and DECT cordless phones. Pulsed microwave digital signal has sharp spikes in its waveform. (2) AM/FM radio is one-way transmission, with the listeners at the receiving end only. iPad antennas, on the other hand, work in constant two-way communication. iPad is not only a receiver but also a transmitter of pulsed microwave. The user of an iPad on wireless mode is in direct or close contact with the pulsed microwave signal at its source, which is the strongest.  Graphic adapted from EMfields. Reference for this article: http://goo.gl/AHE1Z For more information on wireless radiation, its health effects and scientific basis, and video of RF measurements, please visit the following websites: www.safeinschool.org, www.wiredchild.org, www.citizensforsafetechnology.org TheGreenGazette Solutions for living green and achieving self-sufficiency https://interactivepdf.uniflip.com/2/60627/289518/pub/ Lisa Bland, Publisher / Editor-in-Chief:  info@thegreengazette.ca Download this article in a flyer format:  http://citizensforsafetechnology.org/uploads/scribd/iPads-are-they-safe-for-children-Flyer.pdf More Health and Safety Warnings from the iPad User Manual: Seizures, Blackouts, and Eyestrain A small percentage of people may be susceptible to blackouts or seizures (even if they have never had one before) when exposed to flashing lights or light patterns such as when playing games or watching video. If you have experienced seizures or blackouts or have a family history of such occurrences, you should consult a physician before playing games or watching videos on your iPad. Discontinue use of iPad and consult a physician if you experience headaches, blackouts, seizures, convulsion, eye or muscle twitching, loss of awareness, involuntary movement, or disorientation. To reduce risk of headaches, blackouts, seizures, and eyestrain, avoid prolonged use, hold iPad some distance from your eyes, use iPad in a well-lit room, and take frequent breaks. Glass Parts The outside cover of the iPad screen is made of glass. This glass could break if iPad is dropped on a hard surface or receives a substantial impact. If the glass chips or cracks, do not touch or attempt to remove the broken glass and stop using iPad. Glass cracked due to misuse or abuse is not covered under the warranty. Radio Frequency Interference Radio-frequency emissions from electronic equipment can negatively affect the operation of other electronic equipment, causing them to malfunction... the wireless transmitters and electrical circuits in iPad Wi-Fi + 3G may cause interference in other electronic equipment. Therefore, please take the following precautions: Aircraft Use of iPad may be prohibited while traveling in aircraft. For more information about using Airplane Mode to turn off the iPad wireless transmitters, see the iPad User Guide. Vehicles Radio frequency emissions from iPad may affect electronic systems in motor vehicles. Check with the manufacturer or its representative regarding your vehicle. Pacemakers The Health Industry Manufacturers Association recommends that a minimum separation of 15 cm (6 inches) be maintained between a handheld wireless phone and a pacemaker to avoid potential interference with the pacemaker. Persons with pacemakers: Should always keep iPad more than 15 cm (6 inches) from the pacemaker when the wireless device is turned on. If you have any reason to suspect that interference is taking place, turn iPad off immediately (press and hold the Sleep/Wake button, and then slide the onscreen slider). Other Medical Devices If you use any other personal medical device, consult the device manufacturer or your physician to determine if it is adequately shielded from radio frequency emissions from iPad. Health Care Facilities Hospitals and health care facilities may use equipment that is particularly sensitive to external radio frequency emissions. Turn iPad off when staff or posted signs instruct you to do so. Blasting Areas and Posted Facilities To avoid interfering with blasting operations, turn off iPad when in a “blasting area” or in areas posted “Turn off two-way radio.” Obey all signs and instructions. Read more:  http://manuals.info.apple.com/MANUALS/1000/MA1562/en_US/iPad_iOS4_Important_Product_Info.pdf Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest Labels: 21st Century Learning, BCCPAC, BCED, bcparent, BCSTA, BCTF, BYOD, children, education, health, ipad, Kids, parenting, safe, safety, school, students, technology, wifi, wireless Saturday, June 15, 2013 EHS Children Forced from Schools - Legal Appeal to School Board Go to EHS Parents page        The Sooke School District #62 (BC) has denied the appeal of three young children with an environmental intolerance, medically known as electromagnetic hypersensitivity (EHS). EHS is caused by exposure to Wi-Fi (wireless internet) and other devices emitting microwave, radio frequency radiation. Symptoms commonly associated with microwave sickness include headaches, fast heart rate, chest pain, dizziness, nausea, concentration and memory problems, anxiety, sleep disorders, extreme fatigue, tremors, reoccurring infection, impaired immune function, skin rash, facial flushing, abdominal pain, nosebleeds, ringing in the ears, and more. Since there is currently NO school in Sooke that is free of Wi-Fi networks, these children have been forced to leave not only their respective schools but the district as well. The parents have formally brought the issue forward, without success, to every level within the school system. Despite their doctors' written requests for the children to avoid Wi-Fi emissions, their medical circumstances have been consistently ignored and denied by the school district. At this time, the parents are appealing their district's decision to the BC Ministry of Education so that their children will be able to return to school. There is no place for discrimination in schools, and a safe learning environment is a right afforded to all Canadian children.  In order to prevent the onset of specific EHS symptoms, the children's parents are asking that their school board provide them with one school in their district that is free of wireless radiation. This would necessitate the use of hardwired communications within that school to make phone calls and to access the Internet.  It is important to note that in May of 2012, in order to accommodate children with EHS and to provide choice for parents who want to heed health warnings to reduce exposure for children who are most vulnerable, the BC Confederation of Parent Advisory Councils (BCCPAC) called for a moratorium on Wi-Fi in schools, and for a minimum of one school in each district at each level to be free of Wi-Fi.  BCCPAC Resolutions: http://www.bccpac.bc.ca/resolutions/wi-fi-classrooms-committee-report http://www.bccpac.bc.ca/resolutions/parent-choice-regarding-exposure-emf-emissions-src-safety-wi-fi-committee School districts continue to ignore these resolutions and the voices of many concerned parents. We are asking now for your support. An attorney specializing in this field has been engaged to represent the concerned families in this appeal process. The projected cost of legal fees is estimated at $5,000. Your donations will help to fund this important legal challenge.  Children in many parts of Canada are faced with this same injustice. If accommodation is achieved in this case, through this appeal process, it will be precedent-setting for other school districts in B.C. and Canada. CHRC Report: Medical Perspective on Environmental Sensitivities (RF/EMF legitimate trigger for ill symptoms) http://www.chrc-ccdp.ca/sites/default/files/envsensitivity_en.pdf The Canadian Human Rights Commission recommends accommodation for those with EHS through reasonable measures such as hard wired communications in the working/school environment. Another video of interest: Wi-Fi in Schools-The Facts (18 min) Note: Australia's A.R.P.A.N.S.A = Health Canada (Safety Code 6) http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kmcAXZ-o1K4&;list=FLI_8xq3QcBTrnb4665kpsNA For more info on Wi-Fi health effects: http://www.safeinschool.org  http://www.citizensforsafetechnology.org Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest Labels: Allergy, Anxiety, Asthma, Breath, Child, Dizziness, Eyes, Fatigue, Headache, Hearing, Heart, Hyperactivity, Kids, Memory, Nausea, Numbness, Pain, Rashes, Sleep, Spasm Friday, May 10, 2013 New WiFi Resolution Adopted by BCCPAC AGM 2013 1. BCCPAC 2013 Resolution: On/Off Switches for WiFi Routers and Protocol for Use of Wireless Devices Adopted by strong majority votes (140-94) on May 4, 2013. Last year, the two resolutions passed by BCCPAC called for a halt in installing wireless network where other networking solutions are feasible, and for the creation of at least one fully-wired school at each level per school district. This 2013.11 resolution focuses on schools which already have WiFi installed and cannot get it removed right now. The British Columbia Confederation of Parent Advisory Councils (BCCPAC) represents 670+ public school PACs and district PACs in the province in 2013. Please read the resolution along with the rationale which contains important safety information not just for the school environment, but for homes as well. Please share this information with parents, grandparents, teachers, school administrators and school board trustees. We demand that safety protocol be put in place. http://citizensforsafetechnology.org/BCCPAC-Resolution-Passed-OnOff-Switches-for-WiFi-Routers-and-Protocol-for-the-Use-of-Wireless-Devices-in-Schools,19,3111 2. SD8 respects Winlaw Parents - turns off WiFi http://www.nelsonstar.com/news/206826071.html 3. Former Microsoft Canada President agrees School WiFi is a Potential Health Hazard http://www.bizjournals.com/prnewswire/press_releases/2013/05/09/C5138 4. Neuroscientist Baroness Susan Greenfield:  Increased Screen Time associated with Negative Changes to Children's Brains  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ri4_CW9P41s&feature=youtu.be&t=10m6s&noredirect=1 5. WiFi in Schools - a Teacher's Perspective http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2013/04/wifi-in-schools.html 6. Canada's Spokesperson for WiFi Safety is Funded by Wireless Telecom Industry http://www.safeinschool.org/2013/04/conflict-of-interest-influences-emf.html 7. Dr. Devra Davis addresses the National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences (NIEHS) on Cellphone Radiation http://goo.gl/I9OOi 8. Experts Adopted New Resolutions on Pulsed Radiofrequency Radiation: "WiFi should not be placed in schools..." http://saferemr.blogspot.ca/2013/04/experts-adopt-two-resolutions-about.html Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest Labels: 21st Century Learning, BCED, bcparent, BCSTA, BCTF, BYOD, children, Conflict of interest, education, EMF project, health, Krewski, McLaughlin, safety, school, students, technology, wifi, wireless Older Posts Home Subscribe to: Posts (Atom) Lastest Tweets Tweets by @SafeinSchoolOrg Quick Links 1) VIDEO: Pulsed Microwave of iPad 2) VIDEO: WiFi Router Radiation Measurement 3) 2012 Expert Witness Testimonies to U.S. Court concerning Removal of Wi-Fi in Public Schools 4) VIDEO: WiFi in Schools - The FactsWireless computer network in class simulation 5) VIDEOS: iPad iPhone Laptop Radiation Measurements Pages Home 中文网页: 电磁微波辐射与孩子健康 Reference for SD Trustees Scientific Studies 科研报告 Practical Ways to Reduce EMF Radiation 下载传单 Flyers... Frequently Asked Questions The Precautionary Principle 预防原则 Microwave Exposure Limits - Countries Comparison 翻譯：请于以下按"Select Language" 然后选择 "Chinese Simplified" (简体中文) 或"Chinese Tradtional"(繁體中文) 翻譯 Select a language:简体中文Chinese Simplied繁體中文Chinese TraditionalEspañolDeutscheFrançaisItalianoPortuguêsArabicJapaneseKoreanRussianSwedishGermanRussianDanishGreekPolishHebrew Facebook Share CONTACT CLICK to Email us 按此电邮与我们联络 To connect with other Parents in your School District, email our Friends at Parents For Safe Schools or visit their Facebook Page Search This Blog Loading... Blog Archive - Click on trangles next to months below to view all Titles ▼  2014 (2) ▼  March (1) Teachers' Unions in Germany, UK, USA and Canada Wh... ►  January (1) ►  2013 (23) ►  December (1) ►  November (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (7) ►  February (7) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (29) ►  November (2) ►  October (4) ►  September (1) ►  June (4) ►  May (3) ►  April (7) ►  March (2) ►  February (4) ►  January (2) ►  2011 (29) ►  November (2) ►  August (2) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (5) ►  February (15) Archived Articles 中文网页: 电磁微波辐射与孩子健康 Studies on Biological and Cellular Damage by Microwave & Radiofrequency Radiation Israel's Position Paper on Electromagnetic Radiation in a School Environment Dr. George Carlo speaks on Wi-Fi Radiation in Schools LATEST WARNING: Wi-Fi Dangerous to Children and Pregnant Women The Essential Message Surprise! China's Safety Standard >100 times stricter than Canada's International Warnings on Wi-Fi and Microwave Radiation Removal of Wi-Fi from Schools and Libraries in Canada and Other Countries Wi-Fi in the Education Environment Protect your children from cell phone and WiFi radiation before it's too late A letter to "Concerned Parent" on WLAN (Wi-Fi) Children’s Exposure to Microwave Radiation - A letter to the Sooke School Board Children are Particularly Susceptible to the Harm of Wi-Fi Wi-Fi Concerns Should Lead to Updated Regulations - A Letter by Carol Hughes, MP How to reduce Wi-Fi (Microwave) Radiation on our Children Mobile Learning and Health Risks Slideshow by University of Tampere, Finland The World Health Organization We are not alone! Victoria School District is re-evaluating the safety of Wi-Fi The current debate on Wi-Fi being installed in schools without Parents' consent Electromagnetic Induction by Wi-Fi causes Human Tissue to Polarize at Twice the Frequency At a Glance - The issue of Wi-Fi in School SafeInSchool.org Simple template. Powered by Blogger.)
(20141007,www.huffingtonpost.ca,http://www.huffingtonpost.ca/news/bc-teachers-strike-2014/logout.php,B.C. Teachers Strike 2014: Pictures, Videos, Breaking News Using a mobile device? Go to m.huffingtonpost.com for huffpost mobile. Vancouver Christy Clark B.C. First Nations Gregor Robertson More Log in Create Account Notifications Profile Settings Logout Edition: CA BR Brasil CA Canada DE Deutschland ES España FR France IT Italia JP 日本 (Japan) KR 한국 (Korea) MG Maghreb UK United Kingdom US United States Region: BC All Canada Alberta British Columbia Québec (en français) Follow FRONT PAGE Politics Ford Still Doesn't Understand Racism51 Unvetted Judge Joins Supreme Court43 Kenney Posts Photos Of Iraqi Children To Make Case For ISIL Airstrikes94 Clinton: Canadian Help In ISIL Fight 'Indispensable'44 Canadians Left In A Fog Of War42 Go to Politics More in Politics The Pulse Stephen Harper You might also like US Politics UK Politics Business Porn Company Has A Raunchy Deal For Air Canada Pilots Sun News Just Lost Its Main Source Of Content; What Now?49 Canadian Cities Surprisingly Unpopular Destinations For Workers This Is How You Rack Up U.S. Roaming Charges While In Canada14 Look What China Might Actually Build47 Go to Business More in Business Small Business Money You might also like Tech TechCrunch Autoblog WorldPost Spanish Nurse First To Contract Ebola Outside West Africa526 It's Been 3 Weeks Since Anyone's Seen Kim And Rumors Are Swirling97 3 New Findings On ISIS Weapons That You Should Know About39 Kurds Face Massacre In Syrian Border Town As Turkey Just Watches335 American Held Hostage By ISIS: 'I Am Obviously Pretty Scared To Die'70 Go to WorldPost More in WorldPost Foreign Affairs World Elections Arab Uprising Afghanistan War Syria Crisis You might also like Travel Impact Living 100 Pumpkin Carvings That Will Inspire You Fried Maple Leaves Are A Delicacy In Japan, And We're Jealous WATCH: HuffPost Readers School Us On Toronto's Real Must-Eats Toronto Dubbed Fourth Most Livable City In The World 33 Signs You Live In Liberty Village Go to Living You might also like Healthy Living Food Recipes Divorce Women Parentdish Green Post50 Weddings Style Best Halloween Costumes For Men And Women Most Offensive Products In Retail Canadian Model Coco Rocha Is Pregnant! LOOK: Matthew McConaughey Wears 'Dazed And Confused' T-Shirt Go to Style More in Style Beauty Fashion Celeb Style Entertaining and Etiquette Stylelist Canada Wedding Style Home Style You might also like Style (U.S.) Weddings Stylelist Canada Entertainment '7th Heaven' Star Reportedly Confesses To Child Molestation On Tape424 Beyonce & Nicki Minaj Are Straight Up 'Flawless' In Paris Performance19 Jennifer Lawrence Breaks Her Silence On Nude Photo Hack Kendra Wilkinson Gets Candid About Those Cheating Rumors18 Kris Jenner Opens Up About The Late Robert Kardashian Go to Entertainment You might also like Music Celebrity TV Moviefone Arts The Glamorous History Of Pin-Up Like You've Never Seen It Before Here Are A Bunch Of F*cking Delightful Artsy Cat Photos. You're Welcome. This Is What It Really Looks Like To Be A Modern Day Nun New Animation-Inspired Art Show Will Make You Yearn For Saturday Morning Cartoons Go to Arts You might also like Books Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Religion Alberta 20 Puppies Found Abandoned In Field Anti-Abortion Postcard Targets Tory MP.. Again26 Mystery 'GPO Girl' Turns Up In Calgary Major Saskatchewan Train Derailment Dozens Of Dead Cats Found, Another 62 Euthanized Go to Alberta More in Alberta Alberta Politics Alberta Business Alison Redford Calgary Edmonton British Columbia B.C. Teen Killed By Train Was Wearing Headphones, Texting: RCMP13 Anthem Singer's Fall Is Lesson In Showmanship Pastafarian Loses B.C. Driver's Licence Over Holy Colander Elderly Asian Women Attacked In Vancouver Lawyers Of Convicted Surrey Six Gangsters Want Mistrial Go to British Columbia More in British Columbia B.C. Politics B.C. Business Christy Clark Vancouver ALL SECTIONS News Canada Politics Canada Business US Politics US Business World Media Sports Education Crime Weird News Good News Daily Finance Entertainment Entertainment Music TV Celebrity Comedy Art Books Moviefone Life & Style Living Style Home Healthy Living Taste Weddings Travel Parents Divorce Huff/Post 50 Marlo Thomas OWN Tech & Science Tech Science Green Techcrunch Engadget TUAW Joystiq Voices Impact Women Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Religion College Teen Local Quebec (French) Calgary Montreal Ottawa Toronto Vancouver Winnipeg Mapquest Patch.com Our Mobile Apps iPhone iPad HuffPost Live iPad Android Phone Android Tablet British Columbia B.C. Politics B.C. Business Christy Clark Vancouver rss of this page Like 45 featured blog posts B.C. Public Schools Need More Funding, Not Fundraising I find that the inadequacies of public education funding have ignited a fire in me. Is anyone else feeling like we should stop fundraising for the things that should be funded by the government? Mellissa Kimberley Mother, Artisan, Lifelong Learner     It's Time For B.C. Teachers To Stop Lying To Parents The teachers have been lying to us. For years. They've been covering it up. Papering over underfunding and mismanaged fiscal priorities with brightly coloured posters and sparkly stickers. Concealing an impoverished system by buying the damn supplies themselves. Without receiving so much as a tax break on those purchases. Naomi Lazarus Costume Designer, Mother I Refuse To Stop Spending My Own Money On My Classroom Yes, I've bought the materials in the boxes that I'll be hauling to work each day this week. And yes, I sincerely wish that I hadn't had to go out of pocket to make sure that my students get the best education that I can give them. The underfunding of public education in B.C. has already taken enough out of me. I refuse to let it take who I am as a teacher, too. Ashley D. MacKenzie High School Teacher A Normal Sunday, At Last The early afternoon sun brightens the kitchen as it shines down through the skylight; I can hear my two youngest children, managing to not bicker and argue their way through Lego Star Wars on the TV, and I'm sitting across the kitchen table from my teacher husband, typing this as he plots out his Socials 8 course for the year. This is the first Sunday in months that feels normal for us. Mellissa Kimberley Mother, Artisan, Lifelong Learner The Last Day of School As families in B.C. prepare for the long-awaited return to school, I am inspired to sit down and write out my own reflections of this past summer. In countless movies, we see children hard at work on their first day of classes, writing out their first essay of the school year. And so, I take a page from that to bring you "What I Did On My Last Day Of School." Mellissa Kimberley Mother, Artisan, Lifelong Learner   The Conspiracy Of Silence In B.C. Schools Is Over Well, here we are, with a deal to vote on. We're climbing up out of the trenches, dusting ourselves off, holding our noses against the stench of manipulation, and voting. We'll vote yes, but it won't be an overwhelming yes. Cecelia Griffiths B.C. Resource Teacher B.C. Teachers' Strike 2014: At What Cost? These past three months have been an exercise in spinning plates, deciding what bills must be paid now and which can sit for a month; making those excruciatingly embarrassing phone calls to utility companies to ask for extensions, explaining our circumstances and hoping for an understanding and lenient person on the other end of the phone. I can't help but shake my head, because shouldn't teachers with their professional training be able to make ends meet better than this? Mellissa Kimberley Mother, Artisan, Lifelong Learner B.C. Teachers Should Vote No To Tentative Deal Despite what I know was a Herculean effort on the part of our bargaining team, I very much hope that B.C. teachers will vote no to the tentative agreement. After five weeks of strike, and 12 years of legal battles, this is not the deal that will restore sanity to public education and it is not a fair deal for teachers and students. Tara Ehrcke Teacher, Activist, Citizen B.C. Teachers' Strike Was About Values, Not Economics Now, do I feel as though both sides compromised equally on this contract? No. I do feel like the teachers gave up more. But as much as I'd like a salary increase that actually kept up with the rate of inflation, and the budget to fund some firm way of handling class size and composition, this whole strike wasn't about economics. Ashley D. MacKenzie High School Teacher B.C. Teachers' Strike Is Epic Struggle Of Dinosaurs Millions of years ago, a triceratops and a Tyrannosaurus rex fought it out as the Cretaceous period came to a end. Neither realized their struggle was futile since they were both about to become extinct. The B.C. teachers' strike is another epic struggle of dinosaurs as the Ministry of Education and teachers' union are locked in bitter dispute over issues that have little significance since the market for education has fundamentally changed. Steven Burton Creator of Icicle, the HACCP Food Safety Platform Do B.C. Parents Have To Buy Toilet Paper Soon As Part Of School Supplies? Then there is the issue of school supplies. I have watched the list steadily lengthen over the years. This year alone, I have spent $300 just so my children can have adequate supplies for school. Not to mention that their supply lists include ridiculous items like Kleenex, photocopy paper and Ziploc bags. If our schools don't even have the funding to supply children with something to wipe their noses with, then like one parent said to me, "What's next, toilet paper?" Carolyn Moeller Mother, Community Volunteer, Bookkeeper A Rough Guide To E80 And The B.C. Teachers' Strike Everybody watching the B.C. public teachers' strike has heard of E80, and nobody understands it. Even the negotiating teams can't agree on what it means -- a pretty good sign that it should be deep-sixed pronto. The bottom line is that the parties' positions on E80 is fatally poisoned by distrust. Many fault the union, but it's the government who wrote the script. Sandy Garossino Business Owner, Community Advocate, former Crown prosecutor Christy Clark Is Balancing the Budget at the Expense of Kids and Teachers The current teachers federation vs. government struggle is more than a labour dispute. For those who look closely, what's revealed is a style of government that appears to disregard facts, deceive the public, tarnish the reputation of teachers, all in a move to pit the people against teachers and their legal right to due process under the law. Government's disdain for trained professionals in order to gain a political advantage is deplorable. No government should hide the truth of its past misconduct. No government should balance the budget at the expense of teachers and kids. Raffi Cavoukian Troubadour, Author I Served To Help Children Attend School Abroad, But Am Helpless In B.C. I sacrificed myself, along with my army buddies, to help children in other countries to attend school, but what can I do in my own country to get children back in school in B.C. Madam Premier, this is our province. Not just mine and definitely not just yours. This province is not just yours to destroy the rights and freedoms of the people. Dan Nickel Retired Army Mechanic, Hockey Coach B.C. Teachers' Strike: 5 Tips For Survival Dr. Divi Chandna Physician, Author Help B.C. Teachers Feel Valued With #thisisYOURstrikepay I am a B.C. teacher, and lately I feel like I should apologize for that. I'm so tired of hearing how awful I am. How greedy. How I shouldn't want more for my students. Let's get teachers feeling valued because things are rough right now, and it's getting hard to remember by ourselves. Kat Ling Teacher Chinese Parents' Group Takes Credit For Ending Teachers' Strike Quick Read | Comments | 10.01.2014 B.C. School Districts Ordered To Return All Strike Savings Quick Read | Comments | 09.26.2014 Return To Classes 'Very Emotional' Quick Read | Comments | 09.22.2014 BACK TO SCHOOL! Quick Read | Comments | 09.21.2014 Teachers Shut Out Of B.C. Liberal Fundraiser After 'Security' Concerns Quick Read | Comments (84) | 09.21.2014 The Secret Meeting That Broke The B.C. Teachers' Impasse Quick Read | Comments | 09.21.2014 'Neither Side Got Exactly What They Wanted' Quick Read | Comments | 09.20.2014 B.C. Teachers' Strike Ends With Bittersweet Contract Approval Quick Read | Comments | 09.19.2014 B.C. Teachers Vote On Bittersweet Contract Deal With Province Quick Read | Comments | 09.18.2014 Veteran Mediator Elevated To Hero Status In B.C. Quick Read | Comments | 09.16.2014 DEAL Quick Read | Comments (53) | 09.20.2014 B.C. Teachers' Dispute Spins Into Boycott Of Businesses Quick Read | Comments (147) | 09.17.2014 Is Mother Nature Trying To Say Something About Teachers' Strike? Quick Read | Comments | 09.16.2014 B.C. Teachers' Strike's 'Unintended Consequences' Quick Read | Comments (14) | 09.15.2014 About B.C. Teachers Strike 2014 Public teachers in British Columbia began rotating strikes in May 2014 which also included a partial lockout by the provincial government. It escalated to a full-scale walkout a month later as part of a bitter ongoing contract dispute. The sticking points are pay, class size and composition, and classroom support. A mediator walked out on exploratory talks a few days before the scheduled start of the 2014/15 school year, declaring the two sides too far apart to attempt mediation. Most Popular Whk00puh5k%2Bp%2FYVDIhQElYbiYJ7l%2BGrIFNmGT9XZrMc%3D ldmCcif%2FLlEpeCpvWnQdBL6uPgmTwBztX8Pvtt25%2BpM%3D exABQjIsjdWHWO96CaCs4EzuGVnbhGskyxYg%2Bc8ioXI%3D 1 of 3 B.C. Teachers Strike 2014: Gov't Won't Impose Settlement, Says De Jong 3 Comments A Teacher's Appeal To BC Liberals Of Conscience 54 Comments B.C. Teachers Strike 2014: Union Hopes For Mediation In August 2 Comments B.C. Teachers' Strike News Could Come Just Days Before Scheduled School Year 0 Comments Promising? Marathon Teachers' Strike Talks Go Into Wee Hours Quick Read | Comments (70) | 09.15.2014 Ontario Teachers Donate $100,000 To Striking B.C. Counterparts Quick Read | Comments (15) | 09.12.2014 WATCH: Singing Out Teachers' Strike Frustrations Quick Read | Comments | 09.12.2014 Homemade Study Guide Goes Viral To Help Grade 12 Students During Strike Quick Read | Comments | 09.12.2014 Education Minister No Longer Ruling Out Back-To-Work Legislation Quick Read | Comments (62) | 09.12.2014 Christy Clark Event Caterers Find Restaurant Window Smashed Quick Read | Comments (13) | 09.11.2014 'Widely Expected' Teachers' Vote Result Turns Up Pressure On Province Quick Read | Comments | 09.11.2014 Big Budget Surplus Not For Teachers' Deal: Finance Minister Quick Read | Comments (64) | 09.10.2014 Voucher System For B.C. Schools 'Categorically Not True': Minister Quick Read | Comments (38) | 09.09.2014 B.C. Union Leaders Urge Clark To Accept Binding Arbitration Quick Read | Comments (32) | 09.09.2014 Bus Driver Rejected Student Fare Due To Strike: Teen Quick Read | Comments | 09.09.2014 Pages:   1 2 3 4 5 Advertise | Make HuffPost your Home Page | RSS | Careers | FAQ User Agreement | Privacy | Comment Policy | About Us | About Our Ads | Contact Us Copyright © 2014 TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. | "The Huffington Post" is a registered trademark of TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. All rights reserved. Part of HPMG News)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8732&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, Number 5, April 2004 AGM 2004: Plans for a brighter future by Peter Owens Almost 700 representatives of teachers from around the province attended the 88th BCTF Annual General Meeting, March 13 to 16, 2004. It was the first AGM in recent memory without additional evening sessions for debating all the recommendations and resolutions. Although this year’s AGM had fewer sessions, it made some significant decisions. New president Jinny Sims, a Nanaimo teacher, was elected president of the BCTF. Sims, who is currently the first-vice president, will take office on July 1, 2004. Irene Lanzinger was elected first vice-president, and Susan Lambert was elected second vice-president. The election of the three women as FTTOs is a first in the BCTF’s history. BCTF dues One of the responsibilities of the AGM is to set the BCTF dues for the upcoming year. The AGM decided to keep the dues at the same level as this year. Priorities for next year The 2004 Annual General Meeting adopted priorities for the BCTF for next year. The goal adopted by the delegates is that the BCTF and its members seek to participate with others in building an inclusive, just, and compassionate civil society both locally and globally. The priorities include: maintaining and advancing the professional rights of teachers taking care of our children maintaining a quality public education system building healthy, inclusive, and participatory communities advocating responsible assessment practices. Funds to defend public education The AGM decided to transfer funds from the Collective Bargaining Defence Fund to the Public Education Defence Fund. The AGM approved the transfer of $260,000 in the 2003–04 fiscal year and up to $5 million in the 2004–05 fiscal year. The 2004–05 transfers will be authorized by the Representative Assembly. The AGM endorsed a campaign leading up to the May 17, 2005, provincial election. The campaign will build member participation, involve teacher locals, and have a provincial component. The campaign will: promote a statement of commitment to public education. advance clear positions and messages on public education and public services. ensure a high level of membership involvement. co-ordinate efforts with community groups and other unions. promote the principles of the Charter for Publ.ic Education. The goal of the campaign is to ensure that quality public education is a priority in the next provincial election. Our communities need MLAs supportive of quality public education. Our children deserve nothing less. Two-thirds elected college councillors The 2004 BCTF AGM decided that the BCTF should insist that two-thirds of the college councillors be elected by teachers. It takes two-thirds of the councillors to change college by-laws, so the delegates to the AGM felt that it is imperative that elected representatives of the profession control the professional body. The AGM called for talks with the government to resolve the issue as soon as possible. Outstanding issues are the number of college councillors who will be elected by members of the college, the unreasonable duty to report on colleagues, and the inordinate number of by-laws passed by the political appointees on the council. If talks fail, the AGM called for a refusal to pay next year’s college fee and to pay once again into the BCTF Democratic College Fund. The political appointees have indicated that they plan to change the date for collecting fees and plan to collect next year’s fee as early as May 2004. Welfare legislation The AGM called on the provincial government to rescind legislation placing limits on welfare recipients and reducing benefits for people on social assistance. The AGM opposed the elimination or reduction of services to children and families in B.C. including, but not limited to, the closure of women’s centres, courthouses, and schools, and the reduction of services for childcare, foster care, and students with special needs. Teacher-librarians AGM delegates also decided to call upon the minister of education to reinstate teacher-librarian time in schools to that of the previous collective-agreement levels, and to ensure that every school in B.C. has a teacher-librarian. This government states that it values literacy and at the same time it cuts the services necessary to accomplish it. Peter Owens is assistant director in the BCTF’s Communications and Campaigns Division and editor of Teacher. For impressions from delegates to the 2004 AGM, go to www.bctf.ca.)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/GlobalEd/guatemala/essay3.html,Guatemala Project > Connecting with the Mayan Roots in Guatemala 		by Kanwal Neel My connection with Guatemala began in the early nineties when I started to teach at Steveston Secondary School in Richmond. The school had been involved in supporting the Casa Guatemala Orphanage for a few years. In 1994 the school hosted Guillermo Perez de la Cruz, a 17 year old Guatemalan of Mayan descent for a year. I was fortunate enough to be one of Guillermo's host family during that year. Over the years the school has supported Guillermo with his education, Casa Guatemala Orphanage and most recently the AK'Tenamit project both in the Rio Dulce area of Guatemala. This March, I escorted a group of 7 students from my school along with another teacher and 4 students from Charles Best Secondary School to Guatemala. Our trip had many highlights from experiencing the Mayan ruins of Tikal, seeing the architecture of Antigua, assisting with the AK 'Tenamit Project to playing with the children at Casa Guatemala Orphanage. The most memorable part for me was seeing Guillermo and his family in the village of Las Brisas near the town of Fronteras. Though this village had few amenities, it was rich with traditional Mayan culture and customs. Guillermo, now an administrator with the AK'Tenamit project was waiting for us when our boat pulled up to his village dock. We walked about 150 meters to the centre of the village which had a one-room school and a meeting place surrounded by thatch roofed houses. Little children were inquisitively watching us while the adults were coming out of their houses to greet us. We walked a little further to their house where we met Guillermo's father, a village elder who greeted each and everyone of us with a warm handshake, and Guillermo's mother who welcomed us with warm hugs. They both expressed their gratitude towards Steveston School for bringing Guillermo to Canada and supporting him and their community over the years. We were escorted into the kitchen and shown some of their customs and traditions. They welcomed us in their native tongue Q'eqchi which Guillermo translated into English. It was truly a heart warming experience to be in the home of a Mayan elder and share in their joys of life. Before we left the village, we had a pinata party for the children. As the pinata broke, all the children were thrilled to get the candy, stickers, toothbrushes, pens and pencils which fell out. The bigger children made sure that the little ones also got something. As we were leaving, Guillermo showed us the one room school that needed a door and some windows to complete it. We assured him that the students of Steveston Secondary would fund the completion of that project. This experience was mystical for me. We had brought Guillermo, a total stranger to our school and home many years ago to help him with his education. Today, Guillermo is a young married man. With his experience, education and strong roots, he is determined to help his indigenous Mayan people make progress in the technological world and yet maintain their traditional values. I will always cherish the time I spent in the house of a Mayan elder in the tiny remote village of Las Brisas. by Kanwal Neel Teacher, Steveston Secondary School April 2001)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=19534&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 1, September 2009  Supreme Court confirms teachers’ right to advertise On July 10, 2009, BC Teachers’ Federation President Irene Lanzinger said the Supreme Court of Canada decision upholding the right to advertise on public transit vehicles is a victory for the right of teachers to speak out. “This is a victory for the right of teachers to speak out about conditions in the classrooms. As teachers we will continue to inform the public about our concerns about class size, composition, and the learning conditions of students. Speaking out is part of our commitment to defend and protect public education.” said Lanzinger. The Supreme Court upheld a 2006 BC Court of Appeal decision that the restrictive advertising policies of BC Transit and Translink were unconstitutional. Translink and BC Transit had appealed that decision. The issue arose when the BC Teachers’ Federation, in 2004, tried to buy ad space on buses to inform the public about conditions in BC’s public schools. The BCTF’s ads containing factual information about the numbers of schools closed and the number of teacher positions eliminated were deemed “too political” by Translink and BC Transit policies. (Ad is pictured above.) Consequently they refused to allow the ads on the outside of public buses. All eight Supreme Court of Canada Justices held that the policies prohibiting political advertisements are unconstitutional since political speech is at the core of the freedom of expression guarantee in the Charter. The justices ruled that the blanket exclusion of such highly valued expression cannot be justified in a free and democratic society. They declared that the policies are of no force or effect to the extent that they violate the Charter. The BCTF was joined in the transit ad case by the Canadian Federation of Students who had also been refused ad space. CFS’s ad to encourage youth voting stated: “Register now. Learn the issues. Vote May 17, 2005. RocktheVote BC.com.” The BCTF, along with several other unions, recently won another court case rejecting Bill 42—the Gag Law—which restricted public advocacy advertising in the two months before a provincial election campaign.)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/11/corporate-advertising-in-public-schools.html?showComment=1353432827306,Staffroom Confidential: Corporate advertising in public schools Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Thursday, November 15, 2012 Corporate advertising in public schools I noticed in the news this week that a debate is taking place in Alberta over the consideration of selling naming rights to companies for school facilities and classrooms. The administration at the Calgary Board claims the funds are necessary to create classrooms that provide hands-on learning in technology education. (http://metronews.ca/news/calgary/428011/trustee-wants-corporate-sponsorship-in-cbe-schools-put-to-public-survey/) Thankfully, the NDP education critic, David Eggan, has opposed this measure - so someone is speaking up to keep corporate ads out of schools. Advertising in schools is extremely problematic on a number of levels. First, schools are public spaces that should serve the public interest, not corporate interests. Additionally, allowing advertising in schools can pervert a school's primary function - teaching and learning. Choices should always be made based on pedagogy, but when free materials or free equipment is offered, school administrators feel pressured, particularly when budgets are slim. Already, schools are full of advertising - on score boards in gymnasiums, on the Coke machines in the hallways, in the resources provided free of change to teachers (such as materials on loans and credit from VISA and videos on puberty from KOTEX). But children and teenagers are such a lucrative market that corporations and businesses want more. Here in BC a crafty entrepreneur has developed "Chatter High". It is a web site where teens answer quiz questions about companies and non-profit institutions and can use points to win prizes. To find the answer, they use a "hint" which tells them how to go to the company web site. So a student might spend ten or twenty minutes searching web sites to find the answers to get the points to win the prizes. Chatter High sells the rights to be on their service to local Victoria businesses. If you go into the Victoria airport, you will see giant billboards advertising to local businesses how they can purchase this service (see photos above). In the schools, daily announcements invite teens to sign on to Chatter High so they don't miss out on the prizes. I signed up for Chatter High, wondering if I would see Camosun College and UVic, but on my first visit the only educational institute was Sprott Shaw College, and the prizes were for local spas. Hardly the kind of thorough and useful information a student might want or need as part of their career development education. In essence, this profit making service is filtering what information is being marketed to students using school property and resources including the announcement system and the computer labs. They are making a business of selling access to students in schools. In an interview with the Saanich News, school Principal Judy Harrison had this to say to defend the use of this commercial product at Spectrum Community School: 'Harrison justifies the inclusion of businesses on the site, most which have no clear connection to education, since they’re merely providing incentives for students, such as gift certificates for gas or ferry travel.“I guess we’re all enticed by prizes,” Harrison said. “The (most) time was spent on answering the questions, so that’s where it was consistent.”' (http://www.saanichnews.com/news/159574585.html) Across North America under funded school systems are facing increasing pressure to use advertising and charity to make up budget shortfalls. But these come with a very serious cost. In Seattle, when the Board proposed selling ads in schools, parents reacted strongly: At a community meeting on the issue, one parent said, "Schools should be all about teaching students to make their own choices, not coercing them to buy things they don't need. Schools should not be selling my child as a consumer to corporations."    Another said, "We need less materialism in this country, not more. To 'teach' children that they 'need' unnecessary commercial products is morally wrong. That this is done on commercial television is bad enough. But to do it in a public school is reprehensible."  (http://www.ibiblio.org/commercialfree/commercialism.html) Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 2:50 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 11 comments: AnonymousNovember 16, 2012 at 2:45 PM An interesting quote on their website from Greater Victoria School District Superintendent. ChatterHigh.com is a resource-filled website that offers learning and an inclusive method of much-needed fundraising. Students are learning and exploring relevant resources for post-secondary education and career information. John Gaiptman Superintendent of Schools, School District 61ReplyDelete AnonymousNovember 19, 2012 at 8:32 PM I am the question provider for Camosun College and I have had nothing but positive feedback from all the teachers, counsellors, students, and parents that I have talked to about Chatter High. These quizes are a way for high school students to gain important information about post-secondary and career opportunities. There are numerous options for students after they graduate from high school, and I know that if I had the option to do a short quiz, which helped me learn about college/university, while also having the chance to win a prize and earn money for my school, I would have started thinking about post-secondary at a much earlier age. In addition to that, I have noticed that the competitions foster school spirit as high schools compete against each other for Camosun's $1250, $750, and $500 cash prizes, which we awarded to Spectrum Community School, Claremont Secondary, and Parkland Secondary last year. It is each high school's decision whether they will participate in Chatter High, but I have found that it is an interactive way for youth to get engaged and excited about pursuing higher education. Kind regardsReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeNovember 20, 2012 at 8:19 AM Well, I think it is a sad commentary if "school spirit" has to come through winning prizes on a commercial web site. What about a collective school activity to do something positive for the world or for children or others suffering from malnutrition or war? Chatter high is selective - only those institutions that purchase the service will be shown to teens, so they are getting a restricted view of their options. Public schools should be telling our children all of their options, not just about the ones who will pay for in-school advertising. This system also teaches children to respond to cash prizes rather than their own curiosity about their futures and interests. Everything about it is wrong, in my opinion.Delete Reply AnonymousNovember 20, 2012 at 8:47 AM I am a teacher in the Lower Mainland who has started using ChatterHigh.com has a quick resource for Planning 10. As you may know, Planning 10 has 4 main organizers: Graduation Program and Graduation Transitions, Finance, Health, and Education and Careers. I find the questions posed on this website do align with learning outcomes and it is a fun, easy, independent way for students to "see what's out there". The points/prize system is a motivator but not the sole reason I use the website on occasion. As with anything, if the students and parents register on ChatterHigh, it is optional.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeNovember 20, 2012 at 9:33 AM How is reading this (just copied from my Chatter High account) part of Planning 10? It is an advertisement. "Value $25 One Tooth Activewear (formerly OTFitwear) proudly offers 80% Canadian made, high quality yoga/run/fitness/dance wear. Womens & mens apparel. We are across from Pagliacci's near Fort & Broad St in downtown Victoria. 1006 Broad St. 250-388-7071" Delete AnonymousNovember 20, 2012 at 9:55 AM It's called a prize description, so people know what they are entering for.Delete Reply AnonymousNovember 20, 2012 at 2:36 PM I have taken a number of the quizzes and found that they are very appropriate for Planning 10, providing information about post-secondary programs. The goal, as I see it, is to expand students' knowledge about what is available to them after graduation, and encourage them to pursue their post-secondary dreams. What the writer has failed to understand is that the "businesses" are simply donating prizes. They are not selling anything to the students. I highly doubt that the students would even take the time to find out more about those businesses. Jane Hayhoe Yale SecondaryReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeNovember 20, 2012 at 2:52 PM Some donate prizes, others purchase the service and submit questions, and many of these are private businesses, such as Sprott Shaw College and BC Turkey Farmers. Some information is useful, some is not. All of it is paid advertising. I don't believe the inclusion of some non-profits makes the rest ok. Here is question 1 and 3 from today's quiz: Question 1/10 Shawn has been producing turkeys since 1992. His farm is one of the largest in BC. How many staff does he have on the farm? 1 man farm 3 man farm 10 man farm 15 man farm Click here for a hint and earn 50 points Question 3/10 Island Sexual Health Society provides free condoms to anyone who needs them. How many steps do we list for proper condom use? Ten Seven Fourteen One Click here for a hint and earn 50 pointsDelete Reply FionaNovember 21, 2012 at 3:24 PM I'm disappointed to be reading this about ChatterHigh. To me, it does not appear that the writer has even taken the time to do their research on ChatterHigh. If you had taken the time to actually do the quizzes, you would know that they take perhaps between 5 - 10 mins. in total to complete. When you click on the hint link, it takes you straight to the page where you will find the answer. Not all questions are post education related, some are about health, jobs etc. There are many options for kids after they graduate from school and not all kids are going to go on to post education. All kids need to know what is available to them out there, regardless of how that information is transmitted. ChatterHigh is just another tool to help students with their decisions once they have graduated. Individual schools will never be able to get all of the necessary info. out to students about life after graduation and I for one, am thankful there are other resources to help them. I am a parent of 2 girls that graduated from Spectrum Community School last June and yes, we won both competitions. It was great to see the whole school come together and support their 2012 graduating class in the hopes of winning this money to put on the school's first Dry Grad Event. To me, this is "School Spirit" and I see no difference if they had come together to do something for the community or for their school. They did it collectively and had fun doing it. Being able to enter draws to win some fabulous prizes was a nice bonus, but if you chose not to enter draws, you didn't have too. For our school, it was about winning the competitions, winning prizes was secondary. Is it really any different than the school using announcements to talk about Camosun College, or UVIC than using it to talk about ChatterHigh? I know a few students who changed their or made up their minds about their career paths because of ChatterHigh. Had it not been for ChatterHigh, who knows where these kids might have ended up. When I was doing the quizzes on a daily basis, I learnt a lot of information that I otherwise knew nothing about. On some of the websites, I would minimize the window to go back to the site later to have a look and learn some more and perhaps pass that information on to my kids. Most of our students did their quizzes at home, not using the school's computers. I'm sure lots of kids log on to their Facebook, email or twitter accounts at school, so why not ChatterHigh? At least they would be learning something useful!! Who are you to decide what information is useful and what is not? Isn't that up to the individual user to decide? Do you know for a fact that ChatterHigh is making a profit? Do you know for a fact that ChatterHigh is Corporate Sponsored Advertising? I strongly suggest that you do your research on ChatterHigh before you berate them for trying to do something good for our high school students. On a final note, Spectrum Community School was so impressed with ChatterHigh and the good that they are doing, that we invited this crafty businessman to be our keynote speaker at our 2012 Graduation Ceremony. Keep up the good work ChatterHigh, you are doing great things for our students!!ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeNovember 21, 2012 at 3:33 PM I agree that students should be aware of options for after graduation...that is why we have Planning 10, Graduationa Transitions, and counselling services. Teachers and school counsellors can collect information in an unbiased manner, that truly does provide students with their full range of options. Chatter High only provides information of the businesses who purchase their services.Delete Reply FionaNovember 21, 2012 at 3:57 PM Planning 10 classes all vary from school to school. Taking planning 10 in Grade 10 or in some cases, kids take it in Grade 11, that is a huge time difference between Grade 10 and Grade 12. Kids just want to get the class over and done with as fast as they can. We are talking high school students here, most who can't wait to be done with school and most who don't seek the services of counsellors or other options available to them. Do teachers and schools have all the information and I do mean all, to pass on to kids? At least with ChatterHigh, they actually had to read in order to answer the questions and learnt at the same time. A lot of the kids at our school would never have been made aware of some of the options available to them had it not been for doing their ChatterHigh quizzes. ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ▼  November (6) Technology in school? How much is too much Corporate advertising in public schools Thoughts on parent advocacy and the Moore decision... Technology in a 21st Century Learning Inc world The slow death of special education Attacks on public education are working...where is... ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=23293,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 23, Number 7, May/June 2011 Classified advertising Travel/Vacation FRANCE. Ultimate vacations, privately owned, beautiful furn. 1 bdrm. central Paris. Wkly/mthly. 604-738-1876, 604-879-4936, irene.roland@gmail.com, www.ultimateparis.com MAUI Privately owned, beautiful fully furn. 2 bdrm, 2 bath condo, across from Kamaole Beaches. Great complex, Great location. 250-598-6955. TOFINO. Owned by a Salt Spring teacher’s family, this cozy condo is on the harbor in Tofino, at Elk Landing, across from The Shelter Restaurant, walking distance to town. To view, go to www.tofino beach homes, go to select your property, go to Eagles Nest. Call 250-725-2570. WHISTLER Condo. Sleeps 4, views, close to village, 604-943-9423, preddyplace@telus.net. BLACKCOMB Luxury 2 bdrm/loft, 3 bath, sleeps 8, ski-in/ski-out, 604-940-0156. GULF ISLANDS Deluxe waterfront cottage, 1 bd./sleeps 4, winter and summer rates, call Alma 250-629-3008, www.ainsliepointcottage.com SOUTH OF FRANCE villa in lively, lovely market town of Limoux. 4 bdrms. Sleeps 8. 2 bathrooms. All mod cons. Near lake and river swimming and historic Carcassonne. Great rates. Deep discounts for long-term, off-season. www.southoffrancerental.com PUERTO VALLARTA Bright, clean, quiet, 1 bdrm, 2 blks from beach, downtown, $350/wk., monthly rates. 604-608-4268, dbemc@hotmail.com WHISTLER 1 bdrm. condo (Whistler Creekside) sleeps 4, hot tub, swimming pool, sauna, kitchen fully equipped, underground parking, close to lifts & stores. Call Jan or John 604-530-0958 or e-mail jpmeagh@shaw.ca FRANCE BURGUNDY Weekly vacation rentals. Centre of medieval town. Fully equipped studio, 1 and 2 bdrm. apartments. Owned by former BC couple. www.la-charite-sur-loire.com VANCOUVER ISLAND oceanfront condo. New luxury 2 bdrm. Panoramic view, steps to the ocean, jacuzzi, pool, 604-274-2396, www.yellowpointretreat.com SAN PANCHO, MEXICO. Just 40 miles north of Puerto Vallarta, luxury oceanview 2 or 3 bdrm. house, in quaint Mexican village. 40’ heated pool, across the street from 1 mile sandy beach. Weblink: www.casadesuenosmagicos.com QUADRA ISLAND private cabin for 2. Panoramic ocean, mountain view, soaker tub, www.lunavista.ca WATERFRONT CONDO Birch Bay, WA. 2 bdrm., 2 bath., available for day, week, or weekend rentals. Complex has indoor pool, hot tub, games room. $100/night. Further info contact Teresa, tvfierro@telus.net or 604-831-4080. WATERFRONT P.E.I. Beautiful 3 bdrm. cottage for rent May through Oct., $1700/wk. July and Aug. or $850/wk. spring/fall. Contact: brucehaven@hotmail.com WHISTLER CABIN–PINECREST 5 bdrm/ loft, totally renovated with 4 baths, sauna, woodstove, large decks, fully equipped kitchen. By tennis courts and private lake. Seasonal rates from $275/nt. 604-936-3346, e-mail: glush@shaw.ca OCEANFRONT SUITE VICTORIA BC Weekly vacation rentals. Details at http://judyak.shawwebspace.ca. Contact judyak@shaw.ca or call 250-380-6682. GABRIOLA ISLAND, BC. 2 bdrm. Cottage, 250-247-9883, www.gabriolacottage.netfirms.com, boysen@shaw.ca TEACHING EXCHANGE. Consider an exchange to another country and receive your regular salary and benefits! Hundreds of BC teachers have done it, why not you? Contact BC Exchange Teachers’ Assoc. teather_t@sd36.bc.ca or go to www.ceef.ca for more information. FRANCE FRANCE 2011 holiday rental. Well renovated converted barn & stoned houses in ancient, traditional vineyard village, SW France. Great walking, cycling, food, wine, Cathar castles. C$765/C$1051/wk. per family. U18. E-mail mjcapper@hotmail.com, visit www.ourhouseinfrance.com.au DEEP BAY waterfront 2 bdrm. cottage, Vancouver Island, overlooking Denman, Hornby Islands. Relaxing, private. Sleeps 4-6 people, N/S, N/P. Available June to September. 604-939-0121 or joyce.buckham@shaw.ca FRANCE HOLIDAY RENTALS Languedoc near Montpellier, Mediterranean. Medieval house & studio apt. Self catering. From $650/wk. for 2 people, www.ruemontbel.com, sjevent@shaw.ca CHRISTINA LAKE SUMMER RETREAT Visit us at: www.christinalakeretreat.com/reflectioncove or call 416-988-4188. OKANAGAN LAKE vacation home in Penticton located on the strip. Deluxe 3 bdrm suite, sleeps 6, full kitchen, patio, backyard and only seconds to the beach. 250-809-2474 MAUI HAWAII, great S Kihei location, 1 bdrm. with ocean view, across the street from great beach. For more information 209-599-5248 or www.maui342.com HORNBY ISLAND COTTAGE - Holiday rental, sleeps 5, 1 block from Sandpiper Beach, laundry, shower, d/washer, stove, fridge, internet, cable, phone, private, pets ok, $1150/wk., 250-335-0305, doninnes@hotmail.com CHRISTINA LAKE 3 bdrm., 1 1/2 bath, cabin on beautiful Christina Lake. Aug. 14-28. Road access, 100’ private sandy beach, private dock. $3,000. adeluca@telus.net. BEACHFRONT COTTAGE for rent on sunny Cowichan Lake. Beautiful, new, luxury cabin available weekly. Visit www.members.shaw.ca/watermanproperties/ForRentAtCowichan, colleague discount, 250-656-9711. KELOWNA 1 bdrm. vacation suite. Sleeps 4-5, $400-$600/wk. e-mail: KelownaFamilyVacation@gmail.com CULTUS LAKE 3 bdrm. home, 50m to lake, N/P, N/S, avail. July 3-31, $800/wk. Phone 604-464-2890 or delia_cooper@telus.net THETIS ISLAND, BC. Tranquil waterfront cottage, kayak, canoe, $725/wk. frankel@island.net SUNSHINE COAST Pender Harbour oceanfront 1 bdrm. self-contained suite. Private dock. Spectacular location, great ocean kayaking. Hiking, lakes, and Skookumchuck Rapids nearby. Fabulous rates. www.penderharbourcottage.ca or susanwalker@telus.net GREAT VACATIONS Start Here, 2 for 1 Europe Cruises, Cruises, All Inclusives, Groups, Reunions, Women Only Travel Groups, Weddings, Honeymoons, & More, Gift Certificates, 604-287-2922, toll free 1-855-287-2929, www.vision2000.ca/sheilabarry MAYARO TRINIDAD, For rent by owner. Ocean-view beach house in West Indies. Suitable for retired, active couple or family. Minimum six-month lease required. Call 250-758-9601 or email joyd9981@gmail.com SUNSHINE COAST oceanfront cottage, spectacular SW Georgia Strait views from every room, seaside deck, trail to 2 swimming beaches, big lawn, 3 bdrm, 2 bath, private & peaceful, FP, BBQ, walk to Gibson’s funky shops, restaurants. Spend your holiday relaxing, rejuvenating by the seashore. Sleeps 8. Ideal for families/couples. Book your summer week now, $1200/wk., janeski@telus.net, 604-921-7122. Fall/winter low rates. PENDER ISLAND 5 year “new”, self-contained cottage on Otter Bay Marina. Sleeps 6. Large deck, bbq, swimming pool. Contact Cheryl Wilson at 604-597-4262 or Steve Wilson at 604-729-3341 for more information. QUADRA ISLAND Scenic, peaceful, weekly rental, executive guesthouse with “Panoramic ocean view.” e-mail for info e-brochure and pictures: oceanrest229@gmail.com SUNSHINE COAST 3 bdrm., 1 bath, on stunning sandy beach, sleeps 9, fully furnished, canoe, kayak, row boat; between Powell River/Lund; $900/wk.; available – June 27-July 4; July 18-25; August 1-8; more info: kennedy-macneill@shaw.ca or call 250-338-1947. REMOTE, PEACEFUL, SCENIC retreat on the Central Coast. Available daily, weekly or monthly. Relax, hike, bird-watch, kayak, windsurf!! Contact tallheocannery@gmail.com VICTORIA Vacation rental by owner. 1 blk from beach and parks. Centrally located in downtown Victoria near quaint Cook St. Village with convenient shopping, dining and transportation. 2 bdrm. garden suite, $800/wk., monthly rate available. Walk around tour? Cut and paste into browser: www.youtube.com/user/Heelays?feature=mhum, 250-383-6301. COSY WHISTLER RETREAT. 4 bdrm, 2 bath, fully equipped family cabin located in Emerald Estates. Avail. weekdays, weekends and during holidays through spring summer. Call MARY at 604-942-7071 or a_mthomas@hotmail.com MAYNE ISLAND Cottage for rent. Sleeps 7. Close to 3 beaches & lighthouse. $100 per nt/$650 per wk. kbisset@sd42.ca. HORNBY ISLAND cabin. Hot and cold running water, outhouse. June 26-Sept. 4. $700/wk. mwood@telus.net. SUNSHINE COAST beautiful private 2 bdrm home on Roberts Creek acreage. Fully equipped, pet friendly. $150/night. June–August. 604-740-2675, forestree@live.ca CULTUS LAKE Fully furnished waterfront suite at beautiful Cultus Lake. Photos available. Reasonable rates. NS, NP, call 604-845-4379. SHUSWAP LAKE. Cabin for rent. Sleeps 4-6, Lakeview, weekly rentals from June to Sept. Call 604-525-9558. LAKE ERROCH. Cozy cottage for rent. 1.5 hr. from Vancouver, 30 min. from Harrison, sleeps 4-6. Golfing, hiking, fishing nearby. Call 604-525-9558. Rent/Exchange VANCOUVER Clean, bright, quiet, centrally located condos at Robson & Bute. 1 bdrm. $95. Daily/wkly/ mthly rates. 604-608-4268, dbemc@hotmail.com   SHUSWAP LAKE 1/2 acre, view, lake access, private, self-contained, camping. $210/wk., $800/mo. Info: jmcd@sunnybrae.tv KELOWNA 3 bdrm. home available Aug.1, 2011 to Aug. 1, 2012. Furn. or unfurn. Rent negotiable. 250-869-5087. HOUSESIT Sask. teacher wishes to house-sit in Victoria for July 2011 (babysitting grandchildren in their home weekdays). 306-586-9442, kim.steele@sasktel.net VANCOUVER Newly refurbished, furnished studio apt for rent in West End, 2 blks from Stanley Park & English Bay. $450/wk., jkathleen@shaw.ca CRESCENT BEACH. (South Surrey) cottage for rent, 2 bdrm., 1 bath, fenced yard. Two blocks from beach. Ideal for 1 person or couple. W/D, N/S. $1200/mo. Available September 2011 to June 2012. Call Susanna 604-853–5415. EXCHANGE 3 bdrm. Vernon lakefront home for North Vancouver/ Vancouver home, August 21-28, 2011. 250-558-7970, marfar@shaw.ca QUALICUM Ideal for retirees, available July 1, yearly lease only, 3 bdrm. top floor of house, 15 min. from Qualicum, sundeck, sunroom, acreage, garage, pets allowed, RV parking avail. 250-594-4342, kzahar50@telus.net VICTORIA Bright room in large modern house, 3 min. walk to UVic. Very quiet home. Available July 1. Rent $500 including utilities. 1-250-477-5160, mais@telus.net SHARED in large home, central location, golf, parks, marina, shopping, beach, hiking, etc. in beautiful Comox Valley. annabanana784@gmail.com ALDERGROVE 3 bdrm. house for rent, deck, fruit trees, long term lease, available Sept. $1500/mo. NS/NP. 604-856-4721. VANCOUVER 2 bdrm. basement suite available May 15 to Aug. 31. $1200/mo. Dunbar area. Close to UBC. E-mail: Patience@ocis.net HOUSE/DOG SITTING Vancouver Island, between Campbell River and Courtenay. 3 bdrm house, kid oriented. Dog is 10, kid-friendly, needs company. Within walking distance of Oyster River and a 3-5 min. drive to Saratoga Beach. July 13 to August 9. Contact info: cabele@telus.net, 250-923-9126. VANCOUVER Sunny, fully furnished 1 bdrm. basement suite near UBC Campus. All utilities & Internet provided. $700/mo. N/S, N/P. E-mail dawnarndt48@hotmail.com. DEEP COVE, North Vancouver. Spacious 3 bdrm. house with a view of Indian Arm available for summer rental. Access to kayaks and canoe. Short drive to downtown Vancouver. $800/wk. or $2400/ mo. Contact Peter 604-986-7873 or pwilliams@nvsd44.bc.ca WHITE ROCK. Completely revamped, spacious home looking for one other female educator to share. All amenities plus hardwood floor, deck, beach view, proximity to hwy. Elegant living environment guaranteed. Rent negotiable. Available August or September. 778-847-1342. MISCELLANEOUS SCHOOL TATTOOS. 1,000 tattoos with your school’s logo $149, Visit www.schooltattoos.ca, E-mail info@schooltattoos.ca or call 613-567-2636. OUTBACK KIDS FIELD TRIP “Survivor” team building, lunch, kids rafting… all in one great day! “The highlight of the year!” Glenayre Elementary. “The best field trip ever!” Scott Creek Middle School. www.CanadianOutback.com/outbackkids, info@canadianoutback.com, 1-800-565-8735. DON’T GET BOGGED DOWN! Book a field trip to Burns Bog. Discover the wonders of this globally unique ecosystem. Ask about our teacher’s guides. 604-572-0373 or www.burnsbog.org. RETIRING? Join the BC Retired Teachers’ Association. Keep current. Be informed about and lend your voice to: Pension plan discussions, Indexing, Health plans, Health benefits. For more information, go to www.bcrta.ca or call 604-871-2260, 1-877-683-2243. SEE CHINA FOR FREE and teach English conversation with Tianjiao English. Short-term assignments (10 wks) or (20 wks) in China. All levels, K, Primary, Intermediate, Secondary. Starting next school year (2011- 2012): Sept; Nov; Feb; April. Contact grahammul@canadatj.com PENSION QUESTIONS? Ask Arnie – now retired and available for expert, personal, one-to-one consultation including pension estimates, options, bridge, CPP/OAS, and pension splitting. Call Arnie Lambert at 604-354-5624 or e-mail arnielambert@shaw.ca FOR SALE Affordable Okanagan. Teacher-owned singlewide 4-yr-old mobile home in Vernon. New park near golf course. 3 bdrm., 2 full baths, 5 appl., central air-con., large deck, nicely landscaped. Ready to move in. $129,500. Call Eva 250-964-2432 or eelliott@sd57.bc.ca STORAGE UNITS $75/mo. for secure storage units available in upstairs of building in Delta near tunnel. 16x9, long term, no business use. 604-734-5908. TEACH IN CHINA A top language school in Guangzhou, www.wisdom-school.com, is recruiting full-time and temporary summer English teachers. Contact: Principal Steven, Wisdomsteven@foxmail.com, Cell: 778-986-8001. EDUTALKS presents: Oct. 21, 2011 at Hycroft, Vancouver. Marianne Kaplan, creator of the award-winning film, The Boy Inside will discuss the challenges faced by her son, Adam, who has Asperger’s Syndrome. Adam, now 19, will also be speaking. Contact us: www.edutalksseminars.com COQUITLAM OUTDOOR Educators’ LSA, Bowron Lakes Canoe Chain Professional Development, July 6 to 13. For more information, email: lcastonguay@sd43.bc.ca TOTE BAGS for chickens. Extra large size for pigs. www.lilyshobobags.ca DYNAMIC Safe Stretches Plus Strength & Stamina Circuit. Teacher’s say: music great! Pauses worked for ‘switch’! Little explanation needed! Ready to go stations! Instructions include safety/stretch alerts. dee_peters@hotmail.com Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=20208&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 3, November/December 2009  Teacher-librarians on the loose at the legislature A group of teacher-librarians representing the BC Teacher-Librarians’ Association (BCTLA) visited the legislature on National School Library Day, October 26, 2009. On October 26, several MLAs, some joined by members of the BCTLA team, supported Drop Everything and Read (DEAR) by going to Greater Victoria elementary schools and reading with students. Other members of the group met with Adrian Dix and Shane Simpson in the Opposition Caucus room and discussed with them substantive issues surrounding teacher-librarianship and public education. Vancouver examples proved worthwhile as these engaged the interest of Dix and Simpson. The Vancouver teacher-librarians who were on the team are very familiar with the working and learning conditions of Vancouver school libraries and were able to provide accurate and devastating statistics to demonstrate the inequities between schools (e.g., two school libraries, in schools with similar student FTEs, with vastly different teacher-librarian staffing levels) which are a result of the lack of funding, the removal of ratios from the contract, and the lack of leadership from the ministry (refusal to refresh Developing Independent Learners: The Role of the School Library Resource Centre), all combined with site-based decision making. Later in the morning, Pat Parungao met with Liberal MLA Richard Lee and showed him the school library inquiry video, created by the Vancouver teacher-librarians’ inquiry group. (http://schoollibraryprogram.pbworks.com/Video-Project). Meanwhile, the other members of the group visited the Legislative Library and found common ground there talking with the library staff. The library is spectacular, and still houses a card catalogue and microfiche for items that have not yet been added to an electronic database. The group worked with the librarians to have a copy of the book, The Fourth Way: The Inspiring Future of Educational Change by Andy Hargreaves and Dennis Shirley ordered, and directed toward the MLAs we met with. Following this, at the appointed time in the day, the group participated in the DEAR Challenge in the beautiful surroundings of the Library Reading Room. Members of the team met for lunch with Robin Austin, the opposition education critic, and Diane Thorne, deputy education critic. We discussed a wide range of issues around school libraries and education in general, including class size and composition (and the recent ruling), learning resources selection, support for Aboriginal learners, recent cuts affecting K–12, the overall lack of funding for K–12 including the trustees’ call to delay all-day Kindergarten, and the growing federation of all education stakeholders in support of renewed funding for the K–12 system. Before the meeting, the NDP did not know of the recently exposed Liberal cut to BC ERAC (Educational Resource Acquisition Consortium) ($1.2 million ministry grant reduced to $500,000). Thorne and Austin were engaged by the description of initiatives under way in school libraries to support learning, such as the automation of SD43’s Aboriginal Education Library. They also seemed very interested in the large number of post-secondary degrees possessed by the team members. It just came up as a comment, but the fact that in particular one team member has five post-secondary degrees demonstrated the expertise of teachers working in school libraries and in the K–12 system as a whole. We believe that the best part of this meeting was forming relationships that will hopefully continue in some form or another. At 1:00 p.m., the entire group reconvened and picked up our reservation/seating passes, left our belongings at the security check and passed through the metal detector into the gallery. Very few MLAs were in session on each side of the house. It almost seemed as if the MLAs asking questions were positioned in relation to the MLAs behind and beside them in a way such that when the Hansard TV camera was on each of the speakers it appeared as if more MLAs were in the house. Private members speeches about National School Library Day were given by MLA Ron Cantelon and MLA Diane Thorne (Coquitlam/ Maillardville). We were happy to hear that Ron Cantelon’s daughter-in-law is a teacher-librarian and that Ron supported DEAR. Diane’s speech presented a thorough understanding of the role of school library programs, mentioning inquiry and critical thinking. As an aside, we were joined in the gallery by individuals introduced as leading members of the technology industry as well as the leader and deputy leader of the BC Green Party. Kevin Krueger, in his non-answering of questions about the effects of the HST on the tourism industry, mentioned that he had just met with the technology group and that they had told him that they “love the HST”! At this, members of the technology group in the public gallery burst out laughing. The BCTLA team felt quite at home at the legislature and used every resource in our lobby efforts. We think the BCTF was very well-served by letting a group of teacher-librarians loose on the legislature building. The team proved very resourceful, one of many speciality-area-related capacities, including also a propensity for information seeking and provision, which was employed during the day. We felt that the visit was very valuable and we look forward to the BCTF pursuing more opportunities to work directly with MLAs, including providing the Opposition with information about cuts to the K–12 system and statistics that may assist the Opposition in their efforts in Question Period and in estimates debates. We were pleased to see this as focus in the BCTF Executive key decisions from October 21–22, 2009. We were very happy to be able to bring our knowledge to the table in support of BCTF, BCTLA, and K–12 public education in general, and thank the BCTF for supporting our lobbying visit. We look forward to more of our members meeting with MLAs in ridings when the current session breaks. We hope next year to have National School Library Day finally proclaimed, and will begin work early on more MLAs’ participation in DEAR. We do hope that next year they will read in the legislature (not just loudly thump their desks and voice agreement when the suggestion was made that the MLAs read after question period). Representing BCTLA through the BCTF: Heather Daly (BCTLA president), Karen Lindsay (BCTLA vice-president Advocacy),Moira Ekdahl (BCTLA liaison chair), Val Hamilton (BCTLA web steward), Michele Farquharson (BCTLA continuing education co-chair), Sandra Hedley, Kathy Inglis, Geoff Orme, Pat Parungao (former BCTLA president), Mark Roberts (former BCTLA president), and Cheriee Weichel.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=10096,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 5, April 2003 Education minister praises Catholic schools B.C. Education Minister Christy Clark made history when she attended the 25th Annual Catholic Educators’ Conference organized by the Catholic Independent Schools of the Vancouver Archdiocese. Clark was the first education minister to visit the conference since its inception in 1978, the year after independent schools first received funding from the provincial government. Clark addressed the approximately 1,200 Catholic school teachers with words of encouragement and thanks after the morning Mass at St. John Brebeuf Regional Secondary School in Abbotsford, the site of the conference. In her introduction, conference chairwoman [sic] Suzanne Dinwoodie recognized the education minister for her support of independent schools, which received an increase of $4.7 million last year under Clark, while an increase of $2.2 million is anticipated for the current year. This was not the first time Clark has visited a Catholic school. In fall 2002 she visited St. Francis Xavier Elementary School in Vancouver. The minister announced that the next Catholic School that she would be visiting would be Archbishop Carney Regional Secondary in her home neighbourhood of Port Moody. "The quality of education that is provided at that school and the rest of the Catholic schools in British Columbia is absolutely without comparison. It is absolutely marvelous," she said. "You should be very, very proud of what you do and the commitment that you bring to your work and the passion that you bring to instilling knowledge and faith in the children that you teach," the minister continued as she praised Catholic educators. As a member of the Anglican church, Clark said she was "among her own," describing her belief in faith and the importance of politicians having faith. In evidence of her support for independent schools, the minister stated, "I want you to know that I consider Catholic schools and independent schools as full partners in our education system." In support of Catholic school governance she added, "We (in the public system) have created Parent School Planning Councils in every public school and they are very much modelled on the Parish Councils (Education Committees) that you have used in the Catholic system for so very long. "We’ve given public schools more financial autonomy, recognizing that it’s worked for you," she said, referring to the local autonomy of Catholic schools. In closing, Clark noted the spiritual theme of the conference. "You have chosen as your theme, ‘Kindle the Fires of Hope and Joy,’ a tremendously powerful set of words to guide you in your deliberations. As a new mother I look into my son’s eyes and I feel hope and I feel so much joy, and I want to know that when I send my son to school his educators will feel the same way about him, and that’s the gift that you as teachers bring to education: it’s making sure that no child feels ordinary. That’s a tremendous gift to every parent of the children you teach." Source: The B.C. Catholic, March 10, 2003. Reprinted with permission. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=28154,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 25, Number 2, October 2012   The Drawing Network credo  By Bob Steele   It is now clear that spontaneous drawing is a language medium for children. We used to think it was just another option in the visual arts roster aimed at enriching culture and leisure time. We now see that it has a deeper, more fundamental role to play. It would seem that this is what nature had in mind as children are born with this uncoded, easy-to-use language just when they need it most for optimal development. Alas, it remains stillborn without the daily involvement of a parent or caring adult for a brief period of thematic motivation. Children use spontaneous drawing to articulate, express, and communicate their most complex, meaningful, and heartfelt perceptions, thoughts, and feelings. This nine-part statement is our definition of language, and drawing passes with flying colours. Indeed, because it is uncoded and literacy is multicoded, children are able to tell their stories with ease and concentration, which makes it possible for them to achieve deep levels of empathy. (Much is made of empathy these days, but drawing, its deepest source for children, tends to be overlooked.) A 20-year study of hundreds of spontaneous drawings—I use spontaneous to distinguish the child’s own personally invented language from the specious formulas frequently offered children—has taught me the following: Drawing, an aid to literacy   In addition to being a language in its own right, drawing is an aid to literacy. Words and drawing together constitute a powerful “third” language. Here is a summary of how these two interact in a “daily draw.” Parent and child converse about a possible theme. The child proceeds to draw and silent unspoken words accompany the performance in a stream of consciousness that follows the drawing’s lead. The finished drawing is discussed, strengthening vocabulary and syntax, i.e., how units of language (words, graphic schemata) are used effectively. If appropriate suggestions are made, the drawing may point to related topics for discussion and further drawing. Printed words begin to appear in empty spaces. The free drawing experience leads to ever-more complex pictures, which motivate new words and with older children, sentences and paragraphs. Bonding  It is difficult to engage children in conversation at the best of times, but with a drawing or a drawing theme acting as a focal point, self-consciousness is diminished. Topics not likely to come up otherwise, are dealt with objectively. Post-drawing analysis may lead children to “open up” and, over time, bonding is likely to take place. The four parts of language for children   Drawing is a language in its own right, but we believe that it comes into its own when it is included in a four-part interlocking combination—oral expression, drawing, writing, and reading. If this integrated language approach begins early, the gradual shift to literacy is almost painless. Drawing then becomes an auxiliary. There is another advantage—oral expression is prone to disappear over a memory horizon making the syntax of speech difficult and writing is still in the future. The elements of drawing, in contrast, remain visible throughout as new elements are added in easy relationship to those already in place. This is perfect for syntax and its growth in both languages. Reading a special case   Reading is a special case because it is a medium for interpreting the code rather than using it creatively. Reading aloud to children is hugely important, as are public libraries, school libraries, and teacher-librarians, but we should be careful not to isolate reading from the rest because it is nurtured by writing and writing is nurtured by oral expression and drawing. An integrated language program seems the best way to go. Aesthetic energy, empathy, and enhanced values   It is important to recognize that spontaneous drawing is a source of empathy, which is a precondition for “aesthetic energy”—the “hidden order of art.” Some drawings are thus elevated to “works of art.” Language values then take on a special significance. These values are worth noting: (1) intellectual growth, (2) mental health and healing, (3) a different and valuable source of learning (drawing supports literacy but has its own unique perceptual modes), and (4) the positive effect drawing has on literacy. Drawing overlooked  What a pity then, that most children never experience a “daily draw” routine at home or school. In the developmentally critical preschool years, children do not get an opportunity to use the language they were born with, and drawing as a natural language withers on the vine. In Kindergarten/early primary the situation is better but the unique values of drawing in the morning language segment are often wiped out by spurious art activities in the afternoon. It is safe to say that before and after the primary grades, spontaneous drawing is almost non-existent and, indeed, is underused in the primary grades. Drawing requires no teaching-only motivation   Parents and generalist teachers should realize that it is not necessary to teach drawing. Each child is born with the potential to invent her or his own! What needs to be established is a supportive ambience that gives children the encouragement they need to realize this potential. Efforts to achieve ‘correctness’ are counter-productive because they constantly interrupt the free flow of form-making as the drawer feels impelled to check results. This does not happen with contour line, the child’s natural way to draw. Realism is the legitimate goal of all children, but not ‘naturalism.’ It should probably be called symbolic realism as opposed to ‘correct’ naturalism. The Drawing Network  The Drawing Network is an unfunded and informal collection of reform-minded parents, teachers, academics, and interested citizens. We have no membership dues, no meetings, no table officers. We publish pamphlets and books, which we distribute at close to cost. We have an internet address and website. We urge you to join us in supporting an integrated language practice and to bring drawing into the lives of children as nature seems to have intended.   Bob Steele, Associate Professor (Emeritus) UBC drawnet@shaw.ca, drawnet.duetsoftware.net    Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Foster parents are ordinary people engaged in extraordinary acts of kindness. Join the team! http://t.co/6jUkcsOp6V" @Teresa_Wat - 04:31pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=21674&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > October 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 23, Number 2, October 2010   Even just one good thing…  By Suzanne Hall   I’ve often heard teachers say that they consider a workshop or presentation valuable if they get at least one good idea to take back to their schools. By that criterion, Summer Conference was very worthwhile! Here are three things—one for each day of the conference—that I have taken back to my work this fall. I changed supermarkets  No more Real Canadian Superstore or Extra Foods. Why? Donald Gutstein spoke in depth about the neoliberal agenda during the opening plenary session. His paper “Reframing Public Education: Countering school rankings and debunking the neoliberal agenda,” made fascinating reading. It clearly outlined the philosophy and history behind the work of the Fraser Institute. More interestingly, he writes that the W. Garfield Weston Foundation is a significant source of funds for that organization. You’ll likely be familiar with family head Galen Weston, who in commercials so eloquently assures us that his brands are “worth changing supermarkets for.” His contributions to the Fraser Institute seems to me “worth changing supermarkets for,” too. He won’t notice the difference, but I will. I will be speed dating…  in a manner of speaking! During the discrete PD session, the PD chairs had about 15 “speed dates” with spokespeople from various local specialist associations and other related organizations. The rep from each one had five minutes to promote to a few PD chairs the services or programs they could offer. At the buzzer, each set of PD chairs moved on to the next station. In a very short period of time, a lot of interesting and valuable information was shared. This is a fabulous format that can be used in a variety of creative ways for teachers to share great projects or ideas during a PD event, to introduce key union staff and services at a new employee orientation, to share information about curriculum, teaching methods, and resources at a parent fair—I am limited only by my imagination! I look at all executive members differently…   both from the BCTF Executive Committee and my local executive. Who knew that these respected and learned colleagues would let loose to dance up a storm wearing glow-in-the-dark jewelry? I felt a real sense of camaraderie at our first local executive meeting this fall, which will help sustain me through what is certain to be a challenging year! Summer Conference—more than one good thing!  Suzanne Hall is a district helping teacher, Maple Ridge, and a member of the BCTF Professional and Social Issues Committee.  )
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=30160&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2013 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 25, Number 7, May/June 2013   BCTF solidarity supports teacher colleagues in South Africa By Larry Kuehn  When I opened my e-mail one day, I wondered why I had a message from South Africa’s Ambassador to Burundi. I barely knew where Burundi was (land-locked in the middle of Africa, next to better-known Rwanda and facing similar ethnic tensions). The message was from Membathisi Mdladlana telling me that he soon would be South Africa’s High Commissioner to Canada—the title commonwealth countries call ambassadors to other commonwealth countries. His message indicated that he would like to visit, re-establish old friendships, and express appreciation to the BCTF. The high commissioner came to the BCTF in the fall of 1990, just weeks after the creation of the South African Democratic Teachers’ Union (SADTU). The apartheid system in South Africa had about 20 different education systems, each racial group having a separate school system in each province and teacher unions were separated by racial category. The creation of SADTU was an effort to bring together all these unions into a single, non-racial teachers’ union. It was a very uncertain time in South Africa. Mandela had just been released months earlier and negotiations were taking place on what the future of the country would look like. Many feared that the transition could come about only with a lot of bloodshed because the inequalities and the social wounds were so great. Success in eliminating apartheid (although many rue that it has not been a more fundamental transformation), did not just depend on the negotiations for a new constitution and the first democratic elections. New social institutions had to be built based on different principles than those of the apartheid system. A non-racial union that everyone could join was one of those. However, just announcing that you had a new union everyone could join was not enough. There had to be an organization that could reach the 250,000 teachers in South Africa and convince them that this non-racial union was necessary for building the “New South Africa.” Those who had some success in the old system would put up resistance in the hope of maintaining the separate union structures and limit the shifts in the future. So where did the BCTF fit into this picture? At the end of the 1980s, the Social Credit government of Bill Vander Zalm passed legislation that eliminated the basis of membership in the BCTF. As a result, the BCTF had to reorganize and go out and sign up every teacher as a member again. Over 30,000 people had to sign a card to be a member of the new form of the BCTF. The Canadian Teachers’ Federation felt that the BCTF experience with signing up members might be of value to the South Africans and arranged for the newly elected president and general secretary to spend a week at the BCTF. That president was Membathisi Mdladlana, now the South African high commissioner. The BCTF International Solidarity Fund contributed a significant amount of funding to support the organizing work of signing up members for the new union. For over a decade, the BCTF sent members with experience in our activist training programs to work with SADTU as it developed its own expertise in union training. The organizing work was a success and by the time of the first elections where everyone, regardless of racial group, could vote, SADTU was by far the largest teacher union in the country. Mdladlana left the leadership of the union when he was elected to parliament in 1994. For over a decade he was the labour minister in the ANC government. When he didn’t run in the most recent election, he was appointed Ambassador to Burundi and then High Commissioner to Canada. Mdladlana visited Vancouver in mid-April in conjunction with the Vancouver South African Film Festival. He opened the festival and took part in a panel discussion on the issues of indigenous peoples after the showing of “Tracks Across Sands“ about the San people—a film showing sponsored by the BCTF. The high commissioner met with the BCTF Executive Committee and had an opportunity to bring both personal and formal greetings and thanks to the BCTF for its contribution to the opposition to apartheid in the 1980s and the development of the non-racial teachers’ union in the 1990s. After the meeting, Executive member-elect, Teresa Grandinetti, told colleagues, “My personal highlight was meeting and listening to the South African High Commissioner to Canada and first president of the South African Democratic Teachers’ Union, Membathisi Mdladlana, address the BCTF Executive. The bond between the BCTF and SADTU is very strong. BCTF members should be very proud of their involvement in the creation of SADTU. Mdladlana spoke of how a BCTF donation to SADTU allowed him to keep his house and his car after the South African government had stopped paying his teacher salary due to his activism in creating the union. It was an extremely moving and up-lifting experience. I am very proud to be a teacher and proud of the BCTF's activism with international social justice.” The City of Vancouver declared a South Africa Cultural Week for the film festival and Mayor Gregor Robertson hosted a reception for High Commissioner Mdladlana. The declaration by the city recognizes the positive role that the BCTF played in building positive relationships with South Africa. Larry Kuehn, director, BCTF Research and Technology Division )
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=24167,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > October 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 2, October 2011   Resources: Protecting your online rep How can you help kids protect themselves and their future online? Today’s world is vastly different from that of a generation ago. Perhaps nowhere is this more evident than when it comes to information and communications technology, and media. And without question, today’s youth are the first in line to deal with the effects of this change.  A generation ago, when teachers and other community leaders talked to kids about media awareness, it had to do with how on-screen images and advertisements could affect how they viewed the world and themselves. In comparison, today’s youth are not just the audience, but also the actors. Advertisers not only seek to influence, but learn as much as possible about—and even track—them. On top of it all, what kids post online can have dramatic and lasting effects on relationships with their peers and even their future academic and employment prospects. As has been said, “the Net never forgets.” Increasingly, it’s important for educators, community leaders, and parents to give today’s kids guidance in this brave new world. Of course, it’s difficult to fill that role when many of us lack the knowledge because we lack the experience. Let’s face it. It’s hard to put ourselves in the shoes of kids today and their reality of constant texts, tweets, wall postings, and cellphone videos that can be filmed and shared with billions of people in a matter of minutes. While this environment has the potential for youth to show off their imagination and creative flair like never before, it also includes the unfortunate realities of “cyberbullying” and “sexting.” Thankfully, there is a new resource which can help you learn about this world and provide guidance to your students who walk in it every day. The Office of the Privacy Commissioner of Canada has developed a resource kit to help teachers and community leaders talk with younger Canadians about protecting their privacy online. The youth presentation package—Protecting Your Online Rep—offers people who work with youth the information necessary to offer an engaging and effective presentation in their own schools and communities. The package includes a PowerPoint presentation with detailed speaking notes for each slide, along with class discussion topics, targeted at Grades 9 to 12. In addition, presentations for Grades 7–8 and 4–6 are in development and will be available later this year. The goal of the new tool is to teach young people that technology can affect their privacy, and to show them how to build a secure online identity and keep their personal information safe. It was built from discussions held with students and teachers across the country, whose needs and concerns influenced its content and design. It’s been made to equip educators to deliver relevant information on a sometimes difficult subject in an interesting and engaging way. If you’re interested in talking to your students about protecting their online rep in an increasingly online world, you can find the presentation materials online right here: www.youthprivacy.ca/en/9-12presentation.html   For more information, contact Kristen Yates at 613-947-7240 or kristen.yates@priv.gc.ca. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8688,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, Number 6, May/June 2004 The evening classes by Kathleen MacKinnon Dear BCTF Please accept my sincere thanks for having a wonderful session in our school. We had 45 participants, and it was a great success to take another step forward to our school’s goal. I’d like to send my regards and appreciation to Carol Pettigrew for her great presentation. Regards, PAC chairperson Teamwork needed to stop bullying, says teacher Penticton Herald, October 16, 2003 A longtime teacher presented an antibullying workshop to parents in Penticton Wednesday night. Alice Rees, facilitator of the parent workshops for the B.C. Teachers’ Federation, presented the BCTF-designed workshop at Carmi Elementary School. So strongly does she feel about the issue, Rees volunteers to bring the antibullying message to parents. Her talk was organized by the Parent Advisory Council at Carmi Elementary School. Teachers presenting to parents Every year teacher-volunteers deliver BCTF presentations to hundreds of parents throughout the province. In 2003–04 alone, we reached 138 parent groups with our parent presentations. The most popular offerings were The Socialization of Boys, Antibullying, and Supporting Your Child’s Learning. Presentations are offered to PACs, DPACs, and other parent groups in the community free of charge. Sometimes several PACs host a district-wide event, inviting parents from across the region. The one-hour presentations are delivered in the evening, often just before a regularly scheduled PAC meeting. Moms are the majority of the audience, although more dads attend now, especially for the "The Socialization of Boys." The school administrator often participates, and once in while, the media does, too. Two excellent presentations are booked much less frequently than the others: Classroom Assessment and Evaluation and Understanding School Data. Classroom Assessment and Evaluation helps parents understand classroom assessment and how it can be used by both teachers and parents to support student learning. Understanding School Data gives school PACs and SPCs the tools and skills to analyze data from sources like satisfaction surveys and Foundation Skills Assessments. A perfect time for your school PAC or your district’s school planning councils to book one of the two presentations is early fall, before the FSA results are publicized. In September, we send each school PAC chairperson and staff representative a brochure outlining the five presentations available. The brochure is also online at bctf.ca/parents/communication. We are greatly indebted to the teacher-volunteers who make the program such a success. They give of their time and expertise, and as you can see from the parents’ evaluation comments, they represent teachers admirably. Please e-mail sryan@bctf.ca for more information on how you can volunteer for this program. Typical comments from parent evaluations I appreciated: the handouts and book lists. a presentation in our area. being able to ask questions and speak out. the facilitator’s enthusiasm and passion. the BCTF for sponsoring these presentations. the clarity of presentation and overall content. the time and commitment of the teacher presenting. the presenter’s empathetic manner and group discussions. the whole presentation. I’m on my fourth child in high school. it because I finally feel that I know what is going on with respect to bullying. the presenter’s making parents feel good, even though we often feel inadequate. Parent presentations booked in 2003—04 Abbotsford, Boundary, Burnaby, Campbell River, Cariboo-Chilcotin, Central Okanagan, Chilliwack, Conseil scolaire francohone, Coquitlam, Cowichan Valley, Delta, Howe Sound, Kamloops-Thompson, Kootenay Columbia, Kootenay Lake, Langley, Maple Ridge, Mission, Nanaimo, Nechako Lakes, North Okanagan-Shuswap, North Vancouver, Okanagan Similkameen, Okanagan Skaha, Peace River North, Powell River, Prince George, Prince Rupert, Qualicum, Richmond, Rocky Mountain, Saanich, Sooke, Southeast Kootenay, Sunshine Coast, Surrey, Vancouver, Vernon, and Victoria. Kathleen MacKinnon is an assistant director, BCTF Communications and Campaigns Division. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2014/09/tentative-agreement-yes-or-no.html?showComment=1410974959059,Staffroom Confidential: Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, September 16, 2014 Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Despite what I know was a herculean effort on the part of our bargaining team, I very much hope that BC teachers will vote no to the tentative agreement. After five weeks of strike, and twelve years of legal battles, this is not the deal that will restore sanity to public education and it is not a fair deal for teachers and students. Just as teachers in Saskatchewan rejected a deal to ensure a better outcome, I hope BC teachers will consider a no vote to let our team know we have to go back to the bargaining table. Class size, composition The agreement provided a modified LIF fund starting at $75 million per year and increasing to $85 by the last year. It is for teachers only, which will mean a slight improvement in Districts where sizeable portions were spent on Education Assistants or senior District staff rather than teachers. However, in an average size District like Victoria (20,000 students, 1,000 teachers), this will translate into about 5-10 more teachers. That is one for every five schools. To put it in comparison, Justice Griffin's judgement estimated the lost funding due to lost class size language at about $330 million in current dollars. (Read more here about the proposed Education Fund.) I heard so many teachers speak up about the need to ensure that we do not return to over-crowded classes when the strike ends. This agreement does very little to alleviate what is the most pressing issue. Throwing away the court victory The agreement provides a "reopener" in the event we win on appeal our class size language. What this means is that the language returns, but is not implemented until new language is negotiated. Without the actual implementation of the returned language, there will be very little incentive for the government to bargain it back. We would essentially be back in the very same position we are in today, with government trying to bargain it out and us trying to bargain it back in. In my opinion, even if we were legislated back to work we would be in a superior position. If we won the appeal the government would then be forced to implement the language. We are thus throwing away our historic court victory and the bargaining pressure it potentially creates. The reopener is really only mildly less offensive than E80. In both cases, we have to bargain back what was illegally taken from our contract and the government will probably never have to restore it. In fact, the "reopener" creates the perfect opportunity for government to lock us out to try and force us to agree to something far inferior. Throwing away the remedy for the last twelve years The agreement provides $105 million to compensate for grievances over-sized classes for the last twelve years. Using Justice Griffin's estimates, our loss is roughly $300 million times 12 = over $3 billion. I cannot fathom how $105 million is a fair compromise. The BCTF's original proposal to put this money back into the system was a more fair and productive approach. This agreement means we can no longer go to the courts for a fair remedy. Wages The agreement is very close to government's original offer. While I would be willing to accept this if the class size language was returned, teachers should not be taking such a significant monetary loss without the commensurate gain in working conditions. We have lost roughly 12% of our annual salary. We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut. Minimal improvements There are very minimal improvements in preparation time for elementary teachers (10 minutes per week), and TTOC daily rate. The TTOC daily rate change may depend on your grid placement. It could actually be a wage loss for long term TTOCs who are above category 5 and step 7. There is also $11 million in health and dental benefits. At 40,000 members, this is $275 each. Hardly worth consideration in the context of the rest of the agreement. What next? There are a variety of options if we vote no. We can continue the strike. We can choose to return to work and continue bargaining. We do not, and should not, accept an agreement that doesn't meet our needs and doesn't meet the needs of students and public education. When Saskatchewan teachers rejected the first deal which had 5.5% wage increases over four years, the second deal had 7.3% increases over four years. They have said this still isn't good enough. For us, our main issue is classroom conditions. We need to say this isn't good enough. The way to do that is to vote no. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 7:48 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 124 comments: Troy MooreSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:17 PM The EC recommendation states the open clause will be argued from restored language. However, selling our grievances for nothing as the 105 million is strike savings, is plenty of reason to vote no. Further, no composition caps, but a fund controlled by Superintendents is enough reason to vote no. Thursday I will vote no.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:06 PM Re-opener also says "education fund" in place until new language bargained, so old language can disappear forever.Delete Reply Mme RousseauSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:33 PM Government starved us to death hoping we'd vote yes to whatever deal they'd offer. Planned it from the start.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:07 PM We can sill choose (collectively) to return to work if we reject this deal. Many options.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:09 PM Great analysis, Tara! I think that returning to work would be a bad idea. This will frustrate parents more if they need to find new ways to deal with taking care fo kids. USe the money given to you by the other unions. I am a teacher who had to quit for stress over the terrible condition of work (split FI grade 4/5, several low LD kids with little support, one severe with no support, 2 gifted (no support), and a principal who expected me to teach 2 separate social studies AND science programs)Delete Reply Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:56 PM Good points by all but the gov't succeeded in starving my family out and completly breaking us. I will be voting YES and live to fight another dayReplyDelete Replies schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:21 PM 'Fight another day'? In the last twelve years that we have been pushing back against this government, never has the tide tide been so much with teachers, class size/composition, and public education - and never has the government been pushed back onto the ropes (especially with the call for binding arbitration). What 'other day' is being proposed that we wait for? Now is the time. Vote 'no' and give the BCTF bargaining team a renewed mandate to get a decent deal for students and teachers.Delete Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:10 PM "Another day" means to wake up and realize that 2more weeks means my family of 5 could lose our home. It means I will do all I can to recall Cc, Factbender, and other mla's, and maybe even having "a guy I know" have a chat with them. In year 1 of their reign, I don't believe they even know what "the ropes" are. I will vote YES ...for my family, and I can live with thatDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:12 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply Karen FergusonSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:03 PM Just a question: When the Saskatchewan teachers voted no, had they already been on strike for 5 weeks?ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM No. They are working with no contract. They are not on strike.Delete Shannon DavisSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:23 AM I am a Saskatchewan teacher. We are not on strike; we are currently in the conciliation process after voting "no" to 2 previous offersDelete Reply "Mama Rose"September 16, 2014 at 9:27 PM Can we truly return to work without agreeing and continue bargaining? When I suggested returning to work a few weeks ago, the answer was "being on strike puts pressure on the gov't and without pressure they have no reason to settle." And can you explain more how legislating us back would be better than agreeing to this deal? And finally, why would the BCTF executive put forward a deal that was not a good one?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:30 PM Because they need confirmation of the resolve of the membership to get something better. That is what a no vote does.Delete Reply Troylana MSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:28 PM some great points to ponder, tara......thinking thinking....ReplyDelete schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:43 PM If we vote 'no' to the tentative deal we still have options: We'd not have a contract. But we could... a) strike with full picket lines b) partially strike with phase 1 (work-to-rule) in schools c) partially strike with periodic/rotating job action d) continue negotiating e) return to work and re-escalate strike f) some/all of the above ReplyDelete Replies Caroline MackenzieSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:21 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:14 PM a) will expedite matters (I say less that 3 days)Delete Reply danabjornsonSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:05 PM I am thinking that a legislated, crappier contract would only be in effect for 2 years max (before elections...). If we take this offer, then we will be agreeing to this pseudo-E80. Should we win the court case (which we likely will), we will have to settle on the terms of the THIS negotiated contract which doesn't actually restore learning conditions; it simply allows for those conditions to be negotiated. If we say n, then we default to the 2002 contract, which DOES restore the language. A "yes" vote is saying that we are good on "crumbs"; a "no" vote is saying we want an actual meal. That's my understanding, anyway. Please correct me where I am wrong, Tara. :)ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:44 PM And word is IF they legislate, they could opt to legislate back Grade 10-12 only causing the union to have to lay off all teachers and re-hire based on seniority. That will tear the union at the seams pitting teacher against teacher for those positions. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:17 PM There will be a general strike if that were to happen! They better not do this. They will regret it.Delete Reply imaginefunlearningSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:09 PM Some good points on the background of our fight over the past 12 years, which I have been actively engaged in; however we need to recognize the climate we are in. We are not in Sask. people! We have just come through a very long summer!! We need to thank our @bctf bargaining team & recognize the toll this has taken on all of us & our families. I don't have the luxury of more time on the strike line. This may be as good as it gets. Let's read the agreement and consider getting back to work and making some $ again! That's my 2 cents worth, which would come in really handy right now!!!ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:18 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply RobSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:11 PM Go back in work to rule mode. Work this winter to recall every Liberal MLA. ThAt is the only way to apply pressure to these criminals. ReplyDelete Replies Kate RestonSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:03 PM Recall! Not sure who won the battle but the war is still onDelete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:14 AM Well said Kate... I agree 100%Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:20 PM I think say NO and a better deal will be done in less than 3 days. These guys are not criminals, they are lower than that. I bet they get a sick pleasure in hurting the kids and the teachers.Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:31 PM An official recall is in the works: https://www.facebook.com/groups/316129595235450/?fref=ts Please consider joining.Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:26 AM Leah - do you honestly think anyone who voted BC Liberal did so thinking that they would act any differently on the education file?Delete Reply JJSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:16 PM I am glad to see other members who share my views. I am outraged at a 1.2 percent "raise" in salary per year that doesn't even meet inflation of currently 2%. I feel used and abused.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:23 PM Not to mention all of the other pittance! I am actually surprised that Iker asked teachers to vote on this! Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:18 PM Hi Tara Thanks for the summary! Will we be able to vote NO to the deal, but vote YES to returning to work? Will there be three options when we vote Thursday? Why did the BCTF agree to a substandard deal for us? If we vote no to a deal that was recommended to us, the teachers look like the bad guys and public approval will plummet. I am very disappointed and frustratedReplyDelete Replies KataSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:12 AM Public approval will not necessarily plummet. I have seen strikes where the membership has voted against the executive's "best results to date", and ended up with a better offer. This offer is an insult. The $300 million will not bring funding to the national average (I believe). More importantly, the wage offer is half of the average wage increase for public and private workers (StatsCan). Delete Reply MontySeptember 16, 2014 at 10:19 PM Thank you, Tara. My thoughts too, more clearly expressed. As well, Thursday is too soon to vote, too soon to vote, too soon to vote........ReplyDelete Richard ChalkeSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:21 PM Vote no and lose every shred of public support...just sayin!ReplyDelete Replies UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:31 AM I am a member of the public and would support a "no" vote. js!.Delete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:01 AM Richard Chalke, NO you won't! I am a mother with 3 adopted special needs children who need to be in a class that is designed for them and others like them (my kids are academically slightly delayed but their issues are more social and behavioural) where they can receive the education they deserve taught in a way they can comprehend. I will speak now for all the parents I know, and we will support the teacher's if they continue to fight for our children's best interest.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:28 PM It might not be pretty at first, but once we explain things (and I hope the Mandarin-speaking teachers flood the Richmond organization that voiced their concerns), they will back us. The 3 billions that the judge came to is the first I hear about. This should be stated to every newsmedia comment section in the province. Minimize pickets and flood those outlets with commenters, just like the Liberals do. Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:45 PM I am a member of the public and a single Mother of a child in the public school system. You will NOT lose one bit of my support if you vote no. I know that you are sacrificing so that my child can have a better education, and I am most grateful for it. Having said that, I also know that you are exhausted and broke. I have been dreading that you may have to settle for less than what you (we) deserve because the government succeeded in breaking you. I am not in your shoes, so cannot judge. If the vote is a yes, I understand and I am still behind you. Delete Reply Alison RocheSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:25 PM It is a crap deal. It's always a crap deal. Once you raise the stakes to striking, anything else is a cave in. The last time we walked out was the 3 day illegal strike where I threw away 1200$ and got EXACTLY the same contract I had the year before. The BCTF called it a win because they didn't rip up MORE of my contract. Ridiculous. There are a few of us that believe that working to contract, doing 100% of your teaching job and nothing more (like paying for supplies out of your own pocket or EC) is the only way teachers will survive this government. What if they get re-elected again? Then what? Teachers have lost thousands to these clowns to make "statements" about the state of public education in this province. We can't keep sacrificing ourselves and our families. And in the meantime, you talk to parents about why you have to take this crappy road. Because up until this strike they mostly didn't care about the state of education, but god forbid you didn't run a Sports Day. Then suddenly they wanted to know what the hell was going on. Keep the conversation going in schools. Attend your PAC meetings and stop enabling this govt to underfund and overwork the system. And still get paid!ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:20 AM I am very excited at the prospect of returning to my beloved job on Friday. However I will NOT continue to put my personal money into my classroom and I will be seriously reconsidering my involvement in extra curriculars. I think we shoot ourselves in the foot with all the unpaid work we so willingly volunteer to do. Delete Reply FCSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:38 PM I heard a rumour last week from a loose lipped government insider that after the 22nd, depending on the outcome of the negotiations the Liberals were going to announce a 3 step process. I was not clear if this was based on 3 steps to resolve the strike (perhaps the 3rd step is legislation??) or 3 steps to overhaul the education system, either way, they will settle it outright. I wish you all luck and all the information that you need to make a sound decision of what you feel is best.ReplyDelete Replies Lisa BurrowsSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:53 PM I have heard similar rumours. On the 23rd, the gov. was planning on introducing a $6000 per year voucher system for 3 choices: an academic or trades program, or something called EducationCanada. Not clear whether their intention was to privatize the public system, de-certify teachers and hire them back under new wage/benefits. Not clear where these rumours originated from. Maybe fear tactics to get teachers to vote yes. In any event, I plan on voting yes. I signed up to be a teacher, not a martyr. This strike has cost us a lot. We need to regain our livelihood and hopefully continue the conversation about class composition. We have at least awakened many people to the issue, and the court case is still an avenue that could eventually improve teaching and learning conditions.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:33 PM I urge all teachers to fight and say NO to this deal. Retired teacher who had to retire because horrendous work conditions. Make me proud. They will not last long if you say NO! I know this is tough, but there is money and I hear that Van City does offer loan at low to 0 %. Banks do allow you to miss a mortgage payment. Go talki to your banker.Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM Will school districts require teachers to make up missed days, as suggested in the media? Will the school calendar be changing to make up for the missed three weeks and if so will we be made aware of those changes PRIOR to the vote? ReplyDelete KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:41 PM "Wages..... We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut." And that is the cost of going on strike!!! There is nothing that can be done about that. You cannot go on strike and put up the raise you want every week to compensate for your time on strike - it doesn't work that way.ReplyDelete Replies Drew StevensonSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:59 AM I believe the missing "..." Suggests that they meant to refer to the losses against inflation since the last wage step increase. Thus this contract does not allow us to recover the buying power lost to inflation since the last non contract or "0%" year. Add those up and compare against the proposed increase and you see that by the end of the contract, we won't be able to afford the same value of goods (loaves of bread, watts of energy, litres of gas) that we could at the end of the last contracts term. It was not a comment about wages that were lost in the strike. Those are really small potatoes when compared to the grinding power of inflation over years and years. The next contract will use this latest for a bench mark so these losses to inflation will grind at all teachers for as long as they teach. A death of a thousand cuts to our ability to afford basic goods and services. Any raise less than inflation is a cut to the value placed on us and on our ability to pay our bills. Delete Reply Ed SSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:09 PM Having lost $20,000 (including summer school wages) as the single income for a family of five is far too much; I will be voting YES to the deal, unless the independently wealthy teachers out there who wish to continue the strike will pay my bills and mortgage for me.ReplyDelete Replies Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:14 PM I feel ya. Yes for meDelete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:18 AM Ed S. With all due respect (and I mean that), how did you lose $20,000 in the strike? Teachers were out 2 weeks (all out) before they were supposed to be in June, and now 3 weeks for the start of school? It is my understanding that teachers don't get paid through the summer months. Please correct me if I'm wrong, wherever I'm wrong. Shouldn't you have been financially alright for the summer months at least? Also all teachers knew this strike had a possibility of extending into the new school year but no one teacher budgeted for this possibility? I'm truly just trying to get a clear picture of where this all stems. NO disrespect intended.Delete BlairSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:12 AM Kelly, not Ed but if you look at the numbers there was the 10% lockout haircut in May/June plus the loss of most of June and the loss of much of September. In our 1 teacher (1 non) household we calculated a $9 K - $10 K loss so far. If you add summer school earnings you can easily make the loss in the $20 k zone. As for budgeting, we budget for the summer, but did not expect the 10% haircut, nor the loss of June/Sept days which completely messed our budgeting calculations. A very good friend (single teaching mother) was crushed by the loss of the June income and is without a penny today.Delete Mr. SmoothSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:35 PM The only one who didn't get a haircut was Jim Iker... and he needs one more than anyone else. What's with that over-coiffed 70"s mullet Jim? Does wonders for the BCTF brand image!Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:55 PM Jim's hair is not open for discussion in a respectful space like this. As for his salary, he is a teacher who does not get paid when we are on strike.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:04 PM Totally agree!Delete Reply Mr. GSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:24 PM If I thought they could do any better I would agree with voting NO, but you have to be realistic. The BCTF does not use professionals to bargain and always ends up with much less than they promise the membership when asking for a strike vote. While this is not a great deal for teachers, I really think you're fooling yourself if you think it'll get any better.ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:02 AM BCTF needs to be replaced with younger more adept representatives and advocates. Also, we should be hiring professional contract negotiators - you don't go into battle with cut throat corporate types with a wooden knife. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:37 PM This is BAD deal! Say NO to it and show those (expletives) that we will not take it anymore! Come on! Show them that teachers have a spine! They will respect us, oddly!Delete Reply retaSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:51 PM I agree with Richard. Those in the public that are uniformed would be furious, and there are many teachers who just can't afford to use their wages as their voice any longer - too much has already been donated to the government. In my opinion, the deal is pretty lame. I am sitting on the fence.ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:24 AM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:26 AM So true!!! I cannot afford to fight this battle for public education any longer. Why is this my personal and professional obligation??? However I think this deal is weak weak weak. I also think its the best we are going to get. Ideologically I'm on the fence but my wallet will vote YES.Delete Reply SirThinksToo MuchSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:54 PM My wife and I will be voting "Yes" on Thursday for it is the middle path. The easy path would have been for us to go back to school with E-80 & E-81 over our heads. The difficult path would be for us to vote "No" and put our mortgage at risk and having to continue asking retired parents for handouts to feed a family with three kids. The middle path is the wisest choice for us considering the current political climate in which those who do not teach are the quickest to judge it harshly.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:41 PM I understand that this is really tough for you! I almost died teaching a few month ago. I had to quit. Please consider holding on and say no. Remember the short loss in salary will be offset in the LONG-RUn by better salary increase. This is a joke! They will be laughing at you even more if we accept this. This is a very bad deal! However, I do respect your position!Delete Reply DaleSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:16 AM Why would classroom conditions be better on October 9th after being legislated back? We have been outplayed because of our stubborn refusal to outdated, tired old tactics. It is because of these actions that have led us to this terrible deal. Time to reset, regroup and stock up for the long haul. Can't do it if half the members commit hara kiri on themselves. We are a union of professionals not a cult. ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:49 AM Could not agree more.Delete schreck!September 17, 2014 at 9:44 AM Could you please advise which tactics you believe could have been used to secure a superior deal?Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:47 AM Full disclosure: I'm a BC Liberal supporter. The only people who would benefit from a NO vote are the BC Liberals. Teachers would be bargaining with no leverage whatsoever and would be viewed by a large segment of the population as unreasonable. The BC Liberals then get portray themselves as the only party capable of dealing with the BCTF. schreck! says that the BCTF has the government on the ropes, but he couldn't be farther from the truth. The government wants people to view the BCTF as their primary opponent. Disputes like this just shore up the BC Liberal base and protect its right flank. Any half-baked recall campaign will only reinforce that. It's true teachers aren't going to recoup the lost wages from the strike. I would suggest to you that that means this job action was probably not in teachers' interests, especially without any sort of appreciable strike fund. This is the best deal teachers were ever going to get with this government and people should have been able to recognize that in June. If you want my advice (which you probably don't), it would be to spend the next 5 years building up a strike fund, electing better leaders, and hiring a professional negotiating team. Don't bring a knife to a gunfight and expect things to go well. Focus on getting the best deal you can from whoever the government is rather than trying to change the government, the HST, Kinder Morgan or a thousand different issues that distract from education and erode the union's finances further. You'd be doing yourself a favour, and probably doing the NDP a favour at the same time. Also, if schreck! is David Schreck, you can thank his opposition to STV for the last two BC Liberal majorities. I know I do.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:11 PM One step would be to stop making political contributions to the NDP. This only contributes to the childish animosity and lack of trust that has constantly characterized negotiations. How else can the Socreds/Liberals view teachers except as enemies when they so publicly support their opponents. This stupid confrontational immature approach has to STOP!!!!! Education should not be a political fight when it is so obviously a valuable benefit to our society. It was an NDP government that legislated teachers back to work in 1993. Stop making education a political fight.Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:10 PM I don't think they have to go that far. CUPE and the Nurses still contribute to the NDP yet they don't have the same acrimonious relationship. CUPE and the Nurses just make their members their priority, and broader advocacy second.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:55 PM Ryan (possibly a Liberal paid commenter), with all due respect, I disagree with you. The cumulative increase in lieu of this will be better. Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can. I say to Iker, ask for 6% over 3 years because these people love to play the 15% over 15 year game to make it so big on the surface. Some people think that this is 15% every year. Believe me! I have seen it in comment sections. Others believe that the 15% is too high not understanding that they must divide things over the duration of the contract. It is time that we play it smarter. It is time to put the foot down and ask for money given to us by other unions, if it is needed. Banks can accept one late mortgage payment. It would be suicidal for them to not help. Imagine the possible damage if that ever leaks out. They could lose a lot in teacher money. I for one would pull my money out of a bank in support! Teachers are going to show this government that we have a spine! Enough is enough! Aren't you tired of being treated like kids? (Retired teacher who almost died in a car accident because of work conditions that were horrendous. I had to quit.)Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 AM Not paid by the BC Liberals. I pay them actually... :/ I imagine astroturfers of any affiliation wouldn't disclose their bias. "Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can." How did that work in May 2013? If the teachers reject a contract that their own union endorsed, it will make teachers seem unreasonable. Whether that perception is true or fair is irrelevant. It's what will happen, and teachers will be weaker as a result. Take my advice. Build up a strike fund and focus on the internal governance of the BCTF for the next 6 years. You'll be better off for it. Or not. I don't mind you or others making it easier for the party I support to get elected. I'd just rather not see kids and teachers hurt in the process.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:37 AM Ah! The "don't-hurt-kids" card, hey, when you have underfunded education for 12 years! WOW! That takes the cake! Are your trolling? Oh! You are serious? :) Would you be surprised if I don't follow your advice, considering your lack of logic? Would you be surprised if others don't follow your advice? It is ttue that bullies like you and your ilks love to show who is the boss, who is the teacher now! I suspect that is at the root of the problem! No one wants to fail in school! No one wants to get the strap! Sad that today's teachers don't like it too! But, who cares, we are ... teachers! We deserve it! BAH! BAH! BAH!Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:22 PM That's fine. I look forward to another 16 years of BC Liberal government.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:41 PM 16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate! Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan! Sociopaths do that!Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 9:35 AM "16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate!" 16 years of our opponents still don't understand why they lost. Like I said, that's fine with me. If I said the Liberals would be in power for at least another 13 years back in 2004 you probably would have laughed too. Heck, if I told you on May 13 last year that the BC Liberals would be reelected on May 14 you'd probably have laughed too. And you were wrong. Why is that? Answer that question if you want the NDP to win the next election. Without a correct answer to it, the NDP's cause is hopeless. "Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan!" You feel they are flawed, and that's fine. I don't go around calling people who disagree with me sociopaths, nor do I accuse them of being paid shills. But I also don't feel much need to address your ad hominems. There are logical arguments to support your position, but argumentum ad hominem is not one of them. It's a textbook logical fallacy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 1:15 PM Ah! Now I get it! It is all ego-based! You think because you voted the winning party that you are a winner and we are losers! You think because you predicted that the Liberals would win, you are winner. That does not make YOU a winner or the Liberals! It is called DEMOGRAPHICS, you expletives. The baby boomers are getting old and because they have more assets and won't make a whole lot more for too long, they need to vote a govn't who is going to do just that! It is not rocket science! WOW! You think you are so superior when your party stole an election with 47% of the popular vote. That's not a majority and your party should not have been elected. BTW, did you delete from your ethical memory the words Ethnic voting scandal? The field is slanted and you know it. However, you are so willing to minimize, forget the scams and bad fairplay tactics like a sociopath is allowed to minimize or ignore his or victims emotions that you don't see that you are the loser, we are the victim of your constant bullying. 1% wage increases after years of 0% increases and you can justify that when Yahoo reports that the average Canadian can hope to get 2.5% this and next year: https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html You Liberals behave like fascists, but we can't call you that because that's not allowed! Well! Guess what? It is and you are. Live with it! You keep on dreaming you are a genius! :) I am retired, getting soon a nice pension, and laughing at you from a beach somewhere! AHAHA! Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 2:14 PM What's with the name calling Peter? For someone claiming to be retired you really don't show the wisdom of age. For someone who talks about logic, you use logical fallacies like ad hominems a lot too. It's a fair point that the BC Liberals didn't get a majority of the vote (and I'm a very big supporter of electoral reform). The BC Liberals + Conservatives did though, and I don't think it's realistic to expect the BC Conservatives to have been more generous had they been part of government. Last time I checked I just voted. I didn't "victimize" anyone. Perhaps your rage is misplaced. If you think the election was "stolen" I'm afraid I have to question your grasp on reality though. "Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?" I'm glad you'll have a pleasant retirement Peter. I have no ill will towards you. I'm not sure why you think I do. I'm not saying people were *right* to vote BC Liberal. That's a matter of opinion. All I'm saying is people *did* vote BC Liberal. More voted BC Liberal than BC NDP for the last 5 elections in a row actually. You need to understand why that happened in order to change it for the next election. Clearly you're not interested in that though. Which is fair enough. Just remember next time you're upset about something the BC Liberals do that your lack of interest is part of why the BC Liberals get elected at all.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 3:23 PM I love your culture --or the lack of thereof! Guess what, stop thinking averybody is white and must follow your little rules. Namecalling? Sociopath? Whaaaat? And, what if you are? Still can't call you that? :) You fascist right-wingers are big on censorship! I just don't like you giving us lessons on how to get the NDP in. As stated, people are voting right of the NDP because it is a matter of demographics and a little ethnic vote buying on the side. The rest is mumbo jombo. Yes, of course, they will have to go on strike in the future and yes they will have to build a strike fund. The Liberals stole that from the BCTF too! And, you wonder why I don't have any respect for them? Yes, electoral reform is needed! We agree!Delete Reply JJ GeorgeSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:46 AM As a parent, I support the teachers and respect whether they choose to vote yes or no. However I noticed a discrepancy here from other information I've read regarding prep time for elementary teachers. Here it states minimal improvement to prep time - only 10 minutes per week being added. Elsewhere I read that it is 100 minutes per week for prep, increasing by an additional 10 minutes in the final year. That is a significant difference, and worth noting. Or have I completely misunderstood?ReplyDelete Replies Anne-MarieSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:59 AM Elementary teachers currently have 90 minutes of preparation time per week so an increase to 100 minutes per week is only gaining 10 minutes. In other provinces and some private schools they have as much as 45 minutes of prep time per day.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:56 PM Thank you for inquiring!Delete DW ZSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:57 PM You're right JJ George. There is a significant difference around the province regarding preparation times. In my district elementary teachers currently get 100 minutes of prep time. This new proposal is useless to me. I'll have to wait 6 years to gain an extra 10 minutes. Delete Reply UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:11 AM Almost nobody gets cost of living adjustments. Also inflation is NOT 2%. Do some research and look at the CPI for BC over the last 24 months. The average over the last 2 years is 0.7%, not 2%. The CPI changes every month so you cant just look at the highest month and declare that THE inflation rate. Check out the 12 month averages document for the actual numbers. http://www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/StatisticsBySubject/Economy/ConsumerPriceIndex.aspx All that being said I support the teachers. if you think this is a bad deal as a parent my dream would be for the teachers to vote no but continue bargaining because I do think the kids need to be in school and I do fear that the teachers will lose all support if the strike continues. All I ask as a parent is that you do your own research and try not to be swayed by all the opinions. ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:01 AM Inflation for August was 2.1% (http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/economy/cpi-report-expected-to-reveal-rise-in-canadas-core-inflation-rate/article20593943/). The CPI is a year-over-year calculation.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:43 AM Inflation should be looked at as a yearly average, not an individual month.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:34 PM The lawyers do not believe we have compromised our court deal. Our leadership would not have sold us out. We dodged a bullet. The Premier had something loaded even if we are not sure what it was. The idea that we could simply return to work is not guaranteed. I think a no vote could easily lead to the Liberals locking us out again because the Premier wants to crush us and she will use any excuse. She did not want to take the advice of her people and do this deal. I am certain a plan for drastic action (where we have to take the concessions they had planned) or worse - was in place. We can't guarantee the press will do any better job explaining the complexities should we say no. They rarely sided with us in markets outside of Vancouver where people are more political and they often misled or allowed others to mislead. They are not helping and would sensationalize. This would see dissolution of support very quickly - especially if we asked for wages. (Though admittedly it angers me that we can't ask for wages without being accused of being greedy when that is what most bargaining units do). But we have argued this is about kids and while this is not ideal - it is better to have teachers than not. The deal does suck in that it does not bring us to par - but this fight needs to be won with a strategy that is political and capacity will do that in another round. We have some support - but it is limited to the choir. We need to have the pews too. We need to build that capacity while working and continue to find allies because the fight is bigger than most people want to consider. This is about ideology and about privatization. Education always was political but never more so than now and we have to fight this party or the conservatives who would do the same or worse. No teacher who is responsible can ignore the politics any longer. That is simply the truth. If you work in the system you better get informed and you better be prepared to fight until retirement for the system. That said, I want to ask the same question others are asking: Why is this the job of 42,000 teachers and not the job of all citizens who want equality to fight for this right? It is time (while the conversation is still on-going and up to and including election night) for us to guide the public where we can but mainly play our part by not propping the system up. Make poverty known. Make noise about shortfalls, ask questions (in the media or in board offices ) about who is going to fix it instead of paying ourselves, volunteer some but wait for the pubic to step up so they see what schools lack. I hate the deal too. But I trust Vince Ready and Iker and I don't think we could have done better right now. I think we dodged a bullet because I have read everything this government has put out and followed the trail. They plan to privatize and they are just looking for the route. Voting YES for now does not mean we are giving up. It does not mean a win in the way we wanted but we have won a battle that will lead to us winning the war. If we don't rest up and stock up we might not get there.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:57 PM Well, if it is bigger than just this battle, then we will need ALL the unions to strike if they do indeed use drastic (draconian) measures. I say it is time for ALL of the unions to call a general strike. I guarantee that they will not like that one bit. What will they do then? Call the army? :) People in Europe, at the end of the 19th century stood up in mines. General strikes do occur in Europe and have. If you think you had it tough, think of them who stood tall for US in tougher times and conditions. Make sacrifices. Sell furniture. Tutor on the side. Ask for the BCTF money. Ask your banker to help. As friends and relatives. If we say NO, it won't last long. If they legislate us back, let's call a general province-wide strike of all unions. Delete Reply Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:47 AM Between CC's smug smile as she celebrates slaughtered teachers and Jim Iker's goofy grin - seemingly unaware that he has been a willing puppet, I am thoroughly disgusted. Over the next 5 years, teachers will be in an increasingly bad situation financially, classrooms will continue to be too large and complex with increasing medical, social and environmental issues impacting academic delivery. It could not be less obvious that things will continue to worsen. The Liberals have ensured that BC is rapidly becoming the Canadian Monaco for rich off shore interests and wealthy corporations. Soon the underpaid "workers" will have to be bussed in daily to Vancouver - Asian style. The only recourse is to move to just about any other province and bring in up to $100,000 more over the six years with much less cost of living. So we are bailing, encouraged by friends who have gotten positions in Manitoba and Alberta. My colleagues and I discovered through contacting several school boards across Canada that specialist (special needs and behavioural) and secondary science teachers are in particular demand. I want to work in a professional, respectful environment where the needs of all children are considered a priority and where I feel inspired to do my best. However, I want my vote to reflect the wishes of teachers who will be here over the next 6 (5) years, so very much appreciate your blog and opportunity to read the comments.ReplyDelete Bert SlaterSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:11 AM To vote YES will throw away 12 years of effort, and 2 victories in BC Supreme Court. To vote YES will be to snatch defeat from the jaws of victory. If you vote YES what bargaining power do you think you will have - the government will do nothing, and then what do you think you will do - take job action? PLEASE VOTE NO.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:59 PM Time to show you have a spine!Delete Reply RodSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:06 AM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Cool HandSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 AM Wouldn't a 'No' vote be a vote of no confidence in the BCTF itself?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:02 AM Not at all. It is just a message to the leadership we need to do better. The strength of the union is the members, and we support the leadership by giving them direction through democratic means.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:40 PM I disagree. How else can a recommendation by the EC to vote yes be interpreted? Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:00 PM I am sure people will interpret this both ways, but it is a vote. If it is supposed to be a "Yes", because it might be interpreted one way, then why bother having a vote?Delete Kate TSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:07 AM Yes , it would be. I don't think we could come out much better than this with this government. How will a No obtain that? Christy will be happy, she can declare the BCTF gone and roll out her plan to privatize. Delete Reply David DeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:06 AM A no vote would be a rejection of a the court victories defied by the government and an inadequate deal containing some vague promises that won't meet the needs of teachers or students on class size and other important issues.In Ontario elementary teachers get 200 minutes of prep time per 5 day cycle. I know there is financial hardship, but the union has received close to $2 million in donations from other unions; is there no way of accessing hardship funds? At minimum, vote no and return to work on work to rule with various strike options.ReplyDelete Erica JonesSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:25 AM This article actually makes me so mad. It is NOT better for the kids that they have missed almost all of june and all of september. This is what you signed up for in BC as a teacher. Get on board or GET OUT.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:20 PM Is this really what teachers signed up for? At my high school, each class has about 30 kids, with an average of 17 kids per classroom with an identified learning disability. Our district says that there should be no more than 4 kids per classroom.. How do you expect non-specialist teachers to help each student when over half of them require more resources because of a learning disability? Furthermore, are you generalizing the "better-ness" to all the kids in BC? Because I don't think that it would be better if kids went back considering the learning environment isn't up to par. There are barely any Education Assistants, and support teachers for the multitude of children who need them. While I recognize and appreciate your enthusiasm for education, please realize that the public school system isn't a daycare. Also, please think about your words and the learning environment prior to speaking out. By the way, we're not an autocracy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:08 PM I can understand your frustration! Understand mine! I almost died at 7:30 pm one night returning from teaching a FI split class with several students who did not get enough support or no support at all. The principal expressed to me that he expected me to teach 2 different social studies programs and 2 different science programs. ANYONE I talked to knows that this is impossible to do, especially in French Immersion when kids get no support at home and books are often too hard for students to read. I had to quit my job. I did it for me and did it for the kids. I was like a surgeon who is asked to operate on 5 patients with an old scalpel with 2 inexperienced nurses. Predictably, 4 patients would die and I would be reprimanded! Teachers are put in terrible conditions and kids too. I hope you have the openmind to consider the reality of this honest personal anecdote. I also wish you to understand that this is likely not an isolated incident. What will it take? A kid to commit suicide because he or she is not getitng enough support?Delete Reply hilarySeptember 17, 2014 at 10:29 AM It is incorrect to equate lost funding with what the teachers would have received in grievances. The two are not equivalent. The starting position of the BCTF was $225M, so they never expected $3B to resolve grievances. I'm also interested to know where you get your figures on overcrowded classrooms. A recent Globe and Mail article says that classrooms are, on average, smaller than the caps set in 2002.ReplyDelete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:36 AM The signing bonus should be roughly $2500 each: 105 million divided by 41 thousand.ReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:53 AM It is not that simple. The $105 million is to be allocated by the union. The term "signing bonus" has been crossed off on the signed document. Some of that money may be used to pay union debts. Don't know this but clarification would be useful.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:16 PM Just quoting from the CBC news website, "And finally there are details of $105-million fund to settle grievances stemming from the ongoing court case. The BCTF says that money will be given out as a signing bonus, with specific amount yet to be determined."Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:34 AM I think it would be smart to put at least part of it into your strike fund.Delete Reply WheelsSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:55 AM If the money is used as a signing bonus, it should be based on FTEReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:12 PM Yes I am sure it will be based on FTE. The question is how much of the $105 Million is actually distributed. This is up to the union, and I am told that it is yet to be decided.Delete GuruSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:44 PM And don't forget all the retired teachers who are entitled to a share of it.Delete Reply Geoff OrmeSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:18 PM In another discussion of this someone suggested that under BC Labour Law a no vote means rejection of the proposed deal, and that means the strike continues until either: - the union in question elects to stand down - another tentative deal is presented or - the government imposes a legislated contract. I think the last of these is the most likely, and I believe the legislated contract would be draconian and brutal. What do you think, Tara? Also, I would appreciate your thoughts on Sandy Garossino's comments at https://storify.com/Garossino/should-teachers-accept-the-contractReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:14 PM If this is so, in a few month (likely a couple of years), teachers will win so much more with a Supreme Court judgment! It is possible that the Liberals know that the higher courts are stacked by Liberal judges (that is what happen when judges are chosen, not elected). In any case, a negative settlement (or not a great judgment) will galvinize the public to reform the way the Supreme court judges are being chosen. I doubt that any govn't will want that to happen. A legislated contract will make the LIbs look like sociopaths and dictators.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:47 PM Peter I think you are expecting far too much from the public, many of whom are only paying attention to this matter due to kids being home from school. The public are not remotely this savvy on the political process.Delete Reply IslanderSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:09 PM I am a continuing education teacher. We have it even worse and we are not listened to enough about our poor conditions. Those include no prep time (and we do have to mark and do report cards many times a year sometimes and commonly for 30 students in a class), travelling to different schools with no compensation, and having next to no breaks in between 3 hour classes. I worked for two years with no lunch break and taught 6 hours straight (just 15 min. breaks) to be told, "don't complain since there are others who will do it". We then got 15 min. breaks in between classes. Most of our students are wealthy immigrants, many who try to stay in classes as long as possible since the classes are free. After spending a year in Germany, I realize how better organized it is where the immigrants pay to learn the language on a sliding scale, and have to pay for a student book as well for each class. We do not even have text books, but photocopy so much at tax payers' expense. This is not right. I then teach summer school since we were not on a 12 month continual salary and most of those students are also immigrants (at least 75%). This is also free and it is becoming so common and the new immigrants know this is free babysitting and tutoring. I think one main problem is that we have so many new immigrants in our classes who need ESL like this article states about our inclusion style of education nowadays: http://www.vancouversun.com/life/Shelley+Fralic+trouble+with+schools/10203596/story.html I am honored to be teaching and like my job, but it does get exhausting especially since I need two or three jobs to pay the mortgage that I now no longer have.. back to renting since it all I can afford in this city that has become so expensive. And many don't realize that it is very very difficult to get to full time work as a teacher here. There was a formula that made it take about 10 years to get to f/t (now finally changed). I have been without pay for 3 months, and now had to finally rent a place in anticipation of returning to work, so I have to vote "yes", but please keep the comments coming for what alternatives we have. Maybe we have to just educate the public in a better way than picketing; maybe get out and walk around malls and talk to people and hand out pamphlets on how this liberal government is hurting this. Most Asians (probably just the new who are from such a different system) are already against the teachers since they do not seem to understand what is going on. http://www.vancouversun.com/Business/asia-pacific/Chuck+Chiang+Many+Asian+families+place+blame/10202757/story.htmlReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:17 PM First of all, myn thoughts are with you! I think your ideas about using different strategies is smart. Picketing is not a very good strategy to let people know about things. I think using the membership to flood media comment sections would be more effective. Going to talk to the public might be a good idea along with this, I think. Phone the BCTF and ask for support.Delete Reply Marsha HolleySeptember 17, 2014 at 1:36 PM A teachers wife Vote no you have come to far to back down. It is a -----Y DEAL. ReplyDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:45 PM Ask yourself WHY teachers cannot get 1/2 of the average increase in salary of the private sector? (The Libs will tell you because there are sooooooo many teachers, but I also hear that there are provinces where there is a need for teachers!) TORONTO - A new study says that Canadians, on average, can expect about the same size salary increase next year as in 2014. Human resources consultants Pal Benefits says a survey of 401 organizations, mainly in Ontario, Alberta and British Columbia, projected salary increase for 2015 at an average of 2.79 per cent. That was almost unchanged from the 2.74 per cent average increase projected in last year's survey. Meanwhile, in addition to the average salary increase remaining relatively steady year over year, the survey found that the percentage of employers who plan to freeze salaries appears to have stabilized at eight per cent —in the same percentages as was projected in 2014. Breaking down the numbers further, the survey found the average salary increase anticipated in the engineering, financial services and high technology sectors was three per cent. That compared with an average of 2.5 per cent on the low end for organizations in durable manufacturing. https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.htmlReplyDelete "Mama Rose"September 17, 2014 at 9:12 PM I used to agree with you, Tara, and appreciate you bringing these items to your blog to get us all thinking. But after a very long night and day of research and discussion, I realize I will be voting yes tomorrow. Here is why: I don't care about salary or benefit increases. That is not why I went on strike. I don't care if this tentative deal is not good for teachers. That's not why I went on strike either. For me, the single most important issue is class size and composition. I want to work in a classroom where I have enough time and resources available to me to adequately help all the students I teach. And while it is true that this tentative deal will not change anything in the classrooms right now (or at least most of our classrooms), I realized that we couldn't actually make changes in that area because the issues of cs and c is before the courts. When I made that connection and realized that this round of bargaining was really about a "good enough" agreement regarding wages, then the deal seems, well... good enough. BUT, the best part, is the language the BCTF legal team made around the furture court decision (the re-opener). They have it in writing that if we win the court case (which is likely) and when we have to start bargaining class size and comp again (that is exactly what Justice Susan Griffin said we would have to do) we will be STARTING from the 2002 levels. To make this simple to understand, I explained it to my friends using a number line. With this new language, the BCTF starts the next round of bargaining at say a 50. The government will want us to go to 10 or 15, and we'll compromise and end up maybe 25. But WITHOUT that language, we would have started bargaining at a 10 and only gone down from there. So I do believe it is the best deal possible, it still factors in the biggest issue (from my perspective), we do not lose the important gains of the past, and most importantly, everyone gets to go back to school.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 PM Mam Rose, I appreciate your point of view and your courage. However, let me point out to you and the readers that a decision at the BC supreme court might not turn out the way teachers anticipate. We all know that judges are appointed and who does the appointing? "All justices of the BCSC (including the position of Chief Justice and Associate Chief Justice) are appointed by the federal cabinet, on recommendation of the Minister of Justice. Masters are appointed by the provincial cabinet, on recommendation of the Attorney General in consultation with the Chief Justice." (Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Supreme_Court_of_British_Columbia) Now, I would like to think that all of those people are objective, but they are appointed and we know that there are political appointments. They have a lot of discretion over the laws and judgments. I am willing to bet that the BC Liberals do know this and are betitng the farm (or do they know something we don't know) that the Supreme Courts are stacked against teachers? So, I am not sure if we can count on a WIN if we proceed with the court ruling. I think we would be better to negotiate and negotiate a better deal.Delete Reply retaSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:57 AM Yes...no...yes...no...The last two days have been this. I’ve read so many articles and comments over the past few months and, I can say, I have learned a lot. I know this is not a great deal for teachers right now. I will be voting yes. This is why… 1. The children. Without going into the multiple issues (e.g., grad, post secondary, trades, sports, global education/trips, planned activities, those with varying degrees of special needs, those that need a soft place to land, etc., etc.) the children need to get on with their education. 2. The parents. For many parents, this strike is a financial burden. We do not like to be called baby sitters, but for many living below the poverty line, school is a financial relief. Winter is coming; gas bills will be expensive. 3. Poverty. Remember, BC has the highest child poverty rate in Canada. Schools feed and clothe numerous children. 4. The other systems educators work collaboratively with. MFCD, CYMH, foster parents, group homes, and the multitude of non-profit agencies that support vulnerable children and families are bursting at the seams. We are a part of that team. 5. CUPE. While some have been paid during this strike, that money is coming from districts. It was not provided by the government. And, CUPE is a partner in education - from the bus drivers to the tech dept to custodians to secretaries to EAs and so on. 6. Small Businesses. In our little towns, the school district is the number one employer. There is a direct cause-effect relationship between loss of wage and loss of business. 7. Money. The amount of money that is needed to reverse the erosion of the public education system over numerous years cannot be recouped in one sitting. This agreement is a start. It’s not much but the stage has been set. 8. THE COURT CASE. That is why we were on strike. All the other stuff could have been resolved months ago, but our government was working hard to make the court case go away. Well, it still exists. I consider that the victory. We live to fight another day (as rhetorical as that sounds) AND I hope people actually read the ruling and think critically about how a loss could impact the future of the Charter of Rights, and the power of government to contravene those rights. I am guessing we will vote to ratify as so many fear “what’s next?” from this government. It’s nasty business, and I think legislation would be next. VALUING PUBLIC EDUCATION needs to come from a STRONG, CONSISTENT public voice. If we do ratify the agreement, and those in the profession and public think we've given up, we have not. We’ve been fighting for years. We just haven’t been heard… until now. ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:21 AM I understand your point of view, but sometimes you have to fight to get what you want. This is a VERY bad deal, considering: Other people get on average 2.5% salary increases last year and this year and the next and the rest of us get 1% and must feel happy if we do.? (https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html) THIS DEAL is a horrendously BAD deal for kids/parents as well, of course. We are going to continue to be humiliated and be the laughing stock of many people of this province. After a decade of paycuts, WOW, this is what they are willing to offer! WOW! WOW! WOW!Delete Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:30 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Reply Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:37 PM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:08 PM Let's cross our fingers! I think we need a general strike by all unions if CC legislates teachers back. It is time to put the foot down and tell her and the Liberals that, as in the movie Network,"I am mad as hell and I won't take it anymore!"Delete Reply Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 8:26 PM Needs help on some stats for an online debate Looking for the last 10 or 15 years of contractual salary increases in %. So, 1% for 2001, 0% for 2002,...ReplyDelete Children FirstSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:00 PM Well it's all done now. Really hope the teacher's can find another angle to deal with class size and composition as well as student funding. The government will make sure the coming court case never swings your way no matter what. 2nd most expensive place to live in the the world!!! Wonder why and where the money goes??? ReplyDelete AnonSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 PM I'm an outsider, but have followed closely this whole fiasco and this is a RAW deal. Your union hung you out to dry on this one - taking a really bad deal (clearly no one from the BCTF had rudimentary math skills in their toolbox) and then publicly encouraging to the media that teachers accept the deal....what choice did you have - a no vote would have outraged the public. I could go on and on, but the bottom line, in my opinion, is that your union better get some stronger leaders who are PR and technology savvy. Out with Iker and the rest of those who bargained on your behalf - they just got ......well , we know that happened. Whew, can't even believe how screwed you got, absolutely amazing - nothing meaningful gained in the big picture and only very minor gains for a small group of people, bigger losses for the majority.. Wow - I better stop now. Best of luck. Thanks for all you do for our children. ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ▼  September (9) Reflections on the BC Teacher Strike BC Teacher strike - Lessons learned Response to Sandy Garossino Will the Education Fund improve classroom conditio... Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Class composition: a human rights perspective Class size and composition - a short visual histor... Guest post - I WILL HOLD THE LINE Teachers - let your leadership know it is time to ... ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141003,www.facebook.com,https://www.facebook.com/supporteducationinbc/timeline?ref=page_internal&_fb_noscript=1,WE Support BC Teachers - Timeline | Facebook For a better experience on Facebook, enable JavaScript in your browser, or switch to our mobile site. Facebook logo Email or Phone Password Keep me logged in Forgot your password? Create Page Recent Created WE Support BC Teachers Community PublicCancelSave Changes People 5,453 likes About Teachers' working conditions are our kids' learning conditions!! We support the teachers of BC in their fight for a fair deal!! Photos Posts To Page Jack TrovatoYesterday at 11:06pm In the news... Thank you Graeme Wood of the Richmond News for allowing me an opportunity to reach Richmond residents. 1Like · Comment · Share Shellie Yates SmyrichinskySeptember 30 at 1:17pm Hi So a few days ago i emailed my Chamber of Commerce regarding the...ir involvement with The BC Business Coalition...no answer......today I recieved an email asking when i was going to pay my dues. I responded that i was rethinking my involvement and that I had emailed them last week regarding their involvement with the Coalition and how that email had gone unanswered.....so today i got a reply. Here it is Hi Shellie – Thanks for your email. The Comox Valley Chamber of Commerce is NOT a member of the BC Business Coalition. We are a member of the BC Chamber of Commerce along with 130 chambers in the province. The BC Chamber is also NOT a member of the BC Business Coalition, this is a misnomer. I have had other Chamber members ask as well. While we do belong to a Provincial body, we also reserve the right to speak independently on behalf of our members and do not always support the position of the BC Chamber. As far as your email last week our apologies for not responding, I’m sure the staff would have forwarded it to me sooner had they seen it. Technology at its best! I hope this assists you in your decision in regard to belonging to the Chamber. I do appreciate you taking the time to voice your concerns in re-newing your membership. If you would like to chat further please feel free to contact me directly. Thanks again for your input. How do I know for sure they are not part of the Coalition?..... See More Like · Comment · Share Jack TrovatoSeptember 29 at 7:20am IMPORTANT: DEADLINE - FRIDAY, OCTOBER 17, 2014. Government is askin...g for input on the next provincial budget. There is an on-line survey on this site, in addition to other options for participating in the province-wide consultation. Have your voice heard! What are our priorities? How about adequate funding for public education? http://leg.bc.ca/cmt/finance/budget-consultations.asp See More 11Like · Comment · Share Liked by This Page South Okanagan Similkameen Teachers' Union Protect Public Education Now Sunshine Coast Teachers' Association English (US) · Privacy · Terms · Cookies · Advertising · More Facebook © 2014 WE Support BC Teachers shared a link. September 30 http://www.remappingedu.com/shockresistanceinbc/ British Columbia obstructs the shock doctrine: A lesson borne through struggle, solidarity, and... www.remappingedu.com How did BC's teachers resist concessions and cuts to services while successfully opposing the shock doctrine? 3Like · Comment · Share WE Support BC Teachers shared a link. September 28 In B.C. we have to raise funds for library books! Please follow this link and 'adopt' this school or donate if you can. RMES experienced a furnace fire in the spring of 2014. The resulting toxic gases and soot necessitated the removal an...d destruction of classrooms and library books. Our school was taken down to metal studs and is in the process of being rebuilt. In the meantime 7 classes have been temporarily placed in the Secondary School and 3 classes are in makeshift classrooms in our local Recreation Center. A large banquet room divided into 3 classrooms by temporary walls. Over 14,000 library books were lost and only a portion will be replaced, as well, 1000's more teacher resources and classroom books were lost. We need your help to replace all of the books. http://adoptaschool.indigo.ca/eng/schools/1090 See More Indigo Adopt a School | Rocky Mountain Elementary School in Elkford, BC adoptaschool.indigo.ca Donate $12 to a high-needs school, buying them a book and a chance to win $10,000 in books in the Adopt & Don't Stop: 10th Anniversary $10K Giveaway. 23Like · Comment · Share WE Support BC Teachers shared a link. September 26 http://www.comoxvalleyecho.com/news/local/provincial-government-tells-sd71-to-return-all-strike-savings-1.1389196 Provincial government tells SD71 to return all strike savings www.comoxvalleyecho.com The provincial government is reclaiming from School District 71 money it has saved during the teachers' strike. The government had allowed the school district to retain 20 per cent of the strike . . . 134Like · Comment · Share WE Support BC Teachers shared a link. September 23 "I should not be subsidizing my child's school. My child's teachers should not be subsidizing their school. Teachers shouldn't pay for the supplies they need to do their job. They shouldn't take a pay cut so their schools can be properly staffed." http://m.huffpost.com/ca/entry/5870234 It's Time For B.C. Teachers To Stop Lying To Parents m.huffpost.com The teachers have been lying to us. For years. They've been covering it up. Papering over underfunding and mismanaged fiscal priorities with brightly coloured posters and sparkly stickers. Concealing an impoverished system by buying the damn supplies... 910Like · Comment · Share WE Support BC Teachers September 21 Dear... Students, You may not fully understand the reasons for your extended summer holiday, and that's ok. However, when you walk into class tomorrow, be sure to thank your teachers for their hard work, dedication, and sacrifice in taking a stand for you and the students that will follow in your footsteps. Parents, I know the strike was frustrating, but as a recent public school grad, I can tel...l you that the professionals who spend their time teaching your children are truly acting in the best interest of parents and students. I have seen their struggles first hand and I am a strong believer that our students, teachers, and province as a whole deserve so much better. Please do not stop supporting our teachers and subsequently, our students. Smile, listen, and show them you care. BC Teachers, I know it is tough to go back knowing that things are likely to be the same as you left them. However, you have gained respect from all corners of our planet. I assure you, that things will get better. It will take some time, some more hard work, but please do not give up. Students look to you for guidance, love, and strength. They missed you to the moon and back this summer. Don't forget how much you mean to them. BC Government, I am asking you, from the bottom of my heart, to open up to public education. I ask you to work toward a better public school system that supports all learners and works to create a diverse future. To do that, you must start listening to teachers. They will not lie to you when speak of their struggles. They will speak from the bottom of their hearts. Open up, listen, and act accordingly. Sincerely, A Recent Public School Graduate See More 115Like · Comment WE Support BC Teachers shared a link. September 21 · Edited An important message from the Allies for B.C. Public Education. https://m.youtube.com/watch?feature=youtu.be&v=Cw18Wk4t8Z4 Attention BC Businesses Have you heard that your business might be involved in a hearing in the British Columbia Court of Appeal between the BC Teachers Federation and the Governmen... 74Like · Comment · Share WE Support BC Teachers shared a link. September 19 A message to CUPE members from president Mark Hancock http://bcteacherinfo.blogspot.ca/2014/09/cupe-bc-president-mark-hancock-thanks.html?spref=tw&m=1 BC Teacher Info: CUPE BC President Mark Hancock thanks CUPE K-12 members for solidarity with BCTF bcteacherinfo.blogspot.ca http://bcteacherinfo.blogspot.ca/2014/09/cupe-bc-president-mark-hancock-thanks.html?spref=tw&m=1 24Like · Comment · Share WE Support BC Teachers September 18 BC Teachers vote a strong 86% YES to ratify new collective agreement! 58Like · Comment WE Support BC Teachers shared a link. September 18 Dear parents of BC... http://shawnbird.com/2014/09/18/commentary-dear-parents-of-bc/ commentary- Dear Parents of BC shawnbird.com The following is my own opinion. After discussions with many friends and colleagues, I feel secure in using a collective 'we' rather than the singular 'I'. We're voting to ratify a negotiated con... 70Like · Comment · Share WE Support BC Teachers September 18 I am a teacher, a mother, a wife, a friend and a colleague but I am not a martyr...I believe a vote of "NO" today would have been selfish for my children and husband who have already had to go without for too long. We have seen such amazing support and the issues affecting all British Columbians have been made very apparent but I don't think I can handle anymore glares, profanity, and outright hat...red for standing strong from those too stubborn to see what's in front of them. There are occasions in which the battle needs to end for the war to continue and it is my feeling that this battle has gone in long enough. Here's hoping I find myself in my classroom for the first time in three months tomorrow morning. See More 29Like · Comment WE Support BC Teachers shared a link via BC Teachers' Federation (BCTF). September 18 BC Teachers' Federation new.livestream.com Livestream.com Follow BC Teachers' Federation's profile on Livestream for updates on live events. 14Like · Comment · Share WE Support BC Teachers September 18 Siân Halwas Reasons a YES vote is important........ 1) Like Jim Iker said, We are not going to fix 12 years of nothing the first time around. This is a start. It may be small but it's a start. This is not the time to put our backs up even more. 2) We had Vince Ready. We will not do better. 3) We are broke. Some of you may not be ...but many of us are. 4) We swore we were willing to accept anything by begging for binding arbitration. We said all we wanted was some sort of an agreement. We said we were desperate to get kids back in school..........and now this negotiated settlement isn't good enough?? A NO vote will mean that teachers are now solely responsible for keeping schools closed. I am proud of our fight. We got the government to back down from tearing us apart. Please vote YES today. See More Like · Comment · Share WE Support BC Teachers shared Terry McTavish's photo. September 18 Why I'd vote Yes—if I had a vote. pic.twitter.com/2nZNRQgRwz Like · Comment · Share WE Support BC Teachers shared Karine LeBlanc Sault's photo. September 17 I NEED TO KNOW BEFORE I VOTE: After sending my family out of the house for a few hours so I could fully concentrate and research this “fair deal”, I made myself a cup of tea, sat at my computer and started reading & thinking. How will I ...vote tomorrow?? This is poses a dilemma for me. I know that in a perfect world, a “no” vote would be the right thing to do. We SHOULD be educating all BC students to meet their needs. Not just those who can keep up, make the grade and manage with minimal support. Non-enrolling teachers have been significantly reduced over the last 12 years. I’m one of them. There was a chart shared here a few times that showed how dire things have become in our schools with respect to the cuts in Student & Library Services. The very group of specialist teachers that work directly with students who need it the most are ALWAYS the first to be cut because these teachers don’t have a classroom that houses students. The impacts and consequences are invisible at a glance. Every student has a spot. But look past the illusion and you will find, in EVERY BC classroom, children literally slipping through the cracks. No one is there to catch them. We (staff members in the schools) all know it!! But we can do absolutely nothing about it! My point is, this contact continues to not sufficiently address these facts, realities and quite frankly, this injustice for our most vulnerable students. But can I vote “no”? Would a “no” vote truly make the difference we are seeking? Or might it take us back several years? I’m still undecided. I look forward to hearing all the facts and rationals at tomorrows study session. I will ultimately make my decision there. What I am writing all this here for is this: I need to know before I vote, ... I need to know that what has been happening here in this forum for past 3 weeks, this awakening of our collective consciousness, is genuine. I need to know before I vote that this active participation in this, and other social issues, is not just a fad, a trend, a cool thing do to with our new-found-free-time. That this call-to-action, awareness and citizens demanding of our government to respect our rights, freedom and democracy won’t just fade away when students head back to class. I need to know this regardless of how I vote, because either way I vote, the moral and ethical issues of our Canadian values will continue to require highly engaged citizens to hold our politicians accountable, just and transparent. The fight for a quality education for EVERY child should not be necessary in Canada! But unfortunately, it is. We’ve come to this because too many of us have been busily living our lives without thinking about “inconvenient truths” such as these or because we have mistakenly assumed that our government is looking out for our best interest. We know better now. We have to do better moving forward. I need to know this before I vote. I need to know this before I vote because I’ve said it from the beginning: this was never the teacher’s fight alone. This was always only going to be successful when the masses demanded a better public education system for BC students.. I do believe we have reached a tipping point. I do believe that 10% (or more) of a populace required for a tipping point on an issues has been reached. This, the liberal party is very much aware of. But they are counting on all of us going back to our merry, apathetic lives. Let’s disappoint them! I need to know before I vote tomorrow if the parents, grand-parents, uncles and aunts are ready to continue to ACTIVELY advocate for British-Columbian students until ALL students are educated to achieve their full potential and live their best lives. I need to know before I vote that this, all of this was worth it. I need to know from the public, our clientele, regardless of the outcome of the tomorrows’ vote, that the fight is still in you. Is it? I need to know. Karine LeBlanc Sault See More Like · Comment · Share WE Support BC Teachers shared a link. September 17 "So, no, I’m not in love with the negotiated contract. But this dispute isn’t over. The teachers are going back to court next month. But we’re not going alone. Because of this strike, many of you are going with us. You’re informed. You’re involved. And you’re appreciated." http://ashleydmackenzie.com/nobodys-happy-with-compromise/ Nobody’s happy with compromise. | Ashley D. Mackenzie ashleydmackenzie.com Nobody’s happy with compromise. Ashley D. MacKenzie September 17, 2014 Current Events, Teaching No Comments So, I don’t love the tentative deal between the BCTF and BCPSEA. But I don’t hate it either. Which means that it’s probably about as fair as it’s going to get. Because wishing that it was bett… 97Like · Comment · Share WE Support BC Teachers shared a link. September 16 http://www.vancouversun.com/touch/story.html?id=10207687 B.C. teachers, government reach tentative deal to end strike www.vancouversun.com A tentative deal has been reached in the British Columbia teachers' strike, mediator Vince Ready confirmed 17Like · Comment · Share WE Support BC Teachers shared BC Teachers' Federation (BCTF)'s photo. September 16 THANK YOU! Tentative agreement reached between BCTF and BCPSEA as of 3:50 a.m. this morning. Details not being released at this time. Here is the BCTF provincial bargaining bargaining table and table officers at the Delta Airport Hotel during negotiations from Friday through early Tuesday morning. Like · Comment · Share WE Support BC Teachers shared a link via Global BC. September 16 · Edited *BREAKING NEWS* Finally! After a marathon, 16 hour bargaining session, A TENTATIVE DEAL HAS BEEN REACHED!! What a great way to start off the morning British Columbia BC teachers’ strike: Deal reached between BCTF and government globalnews.ca A deal has been reached in the education dispute between the BC Teachers' Federation and the provincial government. 518Like · Comment · Share WE Support BC Teachers shared a link. September 15 Dear Christy Clark: Your fight with BC teachers is not about the students. http://www.straight.com/news/728496/dear-christy-clark-your-fight-bc-teachers-not-about-students Dear Christy Clark: Your fight with B.C. teachers is not about the students www.straight.com Christy, this is not about the students to you; it never has been. 62Like · Comment · Share See More Stories Earlier in 2014 HighlightsAll Stories See More Stories)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "#FunFriday Fact: #BC has the highest small business employment in Canada. October is Small Business Month! Check out: http://t.co/20bcLmlvFP" @bcliberals - 03:55pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141007,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/bcedplan/status/403546937510875138,BC's Education Plan on Twitter: "Hats off to 1 of our very best! - Vernon educator receives PM Award for Teaching Excellence from @pmharper: http://t.co/FEv8TK2BGa" Twitter Search query Search Twitter Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Language: English Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Have an account? Sign in New to Twitter? Join Today » Sign In Phone, email or username Password Sign in Remember me Forgot password? Already using Twitter via text message? Follow Following Unfollow Blocked Unblock Pending Cancel BC's Education Plan ‏ @bcedplan Nov 21 Hats off to 1 of our very best! - Vernon educator receives PM Award for Teaching Excellence from @pmharper: http://ow.ly/r3c5K  Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Favorite 1 7:34 AM - 21 Nov 2013 Don’t miss any updates from BC's Education Plan © 2014 Twitter About Help Ads info Close Flag this media This has already been marked as containing sensitive content. Flag this as containing potentially illegal content. Submit Cancel Learn more about flagging media Dismiss Close Previous Next Close Go to a person's profile Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Close Retweet this to your followers? Cancel Retweet Close Are you sure you want to delete this Tweet? Cancel Delete Close Block Cancel Block Add a location to your Tweets When you tweet with a location, Twitter stores that location. You can switch location on/off before each Tweet and always have the option to delete your location history. Learn more Turn location on Not now Turn off location Close Profile summary Close Your lists Close Create a new list List name Description Under 100 characters, optional Privacy Public · Anyone can follow this list Private · Only you can access this list Save list Close Close Embed this Tweet Add this Tweet to your website by copying the code below. Learn more Hmm, there was a problem reaching the server. Try again? Include parent Tweet Include media Preview Close Sign up for Twitter Not on Twitter? Sign up, tune into the things you care about, and get updates as they happen. Have an account? Sign in » Close Two-way (sending and receiving) short codes: Country Code For customers of United States 40404 (any) Canada 21212 (any) United Kingdom 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM Haiti 40404 Digicel, Voila Ireland 51210 Vodafone, O2 India 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Indonesia 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » See SMS short codes for other countries Close Confirmation)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141007,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/bctf/status/471767847345991681,BCTF on Twitter: "#bced Minister @FassbenderMLA says there is no research saying class size helps. Guess he missed this http://t.co/ntpv5VjZmH #bcpoli" Twitter Search query Search Twitter Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Language: English Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Have an account? Sign in New to Twitter? Join Today » Sign In Phone, email or username Password Sign in Remember me Forgot password? Already using Twitter via text message? Follow Following Unfollow Blocked Unblock Pending Cancel BCTF ‏ @bctf May 28 #bced Minister @FassbenderMLA says there is no research saying class size helps. Guess he missed this http://www.ctf-fce.ca/Research-Library/pb_-_class_size.pdf … #bcpoli Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Retweets 65 Favorites 15 2:39 PM - 28 May 2014 Franceska ‏ @CactusGipsy May 28 @bctf If you haven't, check out http://ClassSizeMatters.org . Extensive research. http://ow.ly/xmSk3  #bctf #bced #bcpoli @FassbenderMLA Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Sir Chasm ‏ @sir_chasm May 28 @bctf @FassbenderMLA prompt personal feedback major contributor to better learning. Hard 2 give 1 to 1 feedback in large class. #commonsense Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Nicole Grant ‏ @NicoleGrant7 May 28 @bctf @FassbenderMLA That might just be the most unintelligent and reckless comment I have ever heard of. Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Vayley ‏ @Vayley7 May 28 I'm so inspired by the support of parents and students thru these trying times. Proud to be a teacher! @bctf @bced pic.twitter.com/2o5tOS9Bz1 View photo Hide photo Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Heather Hart ‏ @bwasgrumpy May 28 @bctf @FassbenderMLA and this one. http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/1468-0297.00101/abstract?deniedAccessCustomisedMessage=&userIsAuthenticated=false … Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Heather Hart ‏ @bwasgrumpy May 28 @bctf @FassbenderMLA another...http://www.shrewsburyadvocates.org/facts/benefitssmallclasssize.pdf … Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Don’t miss any updates from BCTF © 2014 Twitter About Help Ads info Close Flag this media This has already been marked as containing sensitive content. Flag this as containing potentially illegal content. Submit Cancel Learn more about flagging media Dismiss Close Previous Next Close Go to a person's profile Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Close Retweet this to your followers? Cancel Retweet Close Are you sure you want to delete this Tweet? Cancel Delete Close Block Cancel Block Add a location to your Tweets When you tweet with a location, Twitter stores that location. You can switch location on/off before each Tweet and always have the option to delete your location history. Learn more Turn location on Not now Turn off location Close Profile summary Close Your lists Close Create a new list List name Description Under 100 characters, optional Privacy Public · Anyone can follow this list Private · Only you can access this list Save list Close Close Embed this Tweet Add this Tweet to your website by copying the code below. Learn more Hmm, there was a problem reaching the server. Try again? Include parent Tweet Include media Preview Close Sign up for Twitter Not on Twitter? Sign up, tune into the things you care about, and get updates as they happen. Have an account? Sign in » Close Two-way (sending and receiving) short codes: Country Code For customers of United States 40404 (any) Canada 21212 (any) United Kingdom 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM Haiti 40404 Digicel, Voila Ireland 51210 Vodafone, O2 India 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Indonesia 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » See SMS short codes for other countries Close Confirmation)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=6950,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 7, May/June 2006 A living treasure by Pamela Hachey Watching Nellie work with a child you get a glimpse of the treasure that has been in our midst for the past generation. Nellie Dionne is the Carrier Language teacher in two schools in Fort St. James and is retiring this year. She is an example of wisdom, grace, and respect. Within her classes Nellie offers these virtues to her students. Listening to her tell of early settlers sharing harvests with the native peoples of the area, Nellie tells about how everyone needs to work together to get along and build their world. It is the same message she gives to a new student, just placed in a foster home and struggling with relationships and school rules. Her message to him is: "We don’t know each other but we don’t have to fight. I want to work with you but you have to meet me halfway, and tell me what I can do to help." The boy is won over as so many others have been in over 20 years with the schools. On another occasion, Nellie was overheard responding to a young girl’s question as to whether there were Indians and Whites in her school today? Nellie ignored the snickers of older students and responded that, yes, there were, and children from other cultures too. But that when they come to her class she does not see the colours of her students, she only sees an opportunity to teach and make connections with people. Nellie first approached the school district for a job almost 30 years ago. She had been a custodian when she applied for a position as an assistant in a home economics class. She was a young First Nations woman and completely intimidated by the experience of being interviewed by five white men in a small room. She was not successful. There is a fierce pride as she tells how her determination to be someone who makes a difference withstood this and many other challenges. She volunteered as a helper in schools and assisted in her own children’s classes. She eventually became the home school co-ordinator. That determination helped her to teach herself to read and write the Carrier language from the dictionary along with the help of Catherine Bird, the original teacher of the Carrier language. Nellie already spoke Carrier. She pursued the certification necessary and became a teacher 25 years ago. With the demands of a young family and school work, it was not easy. Her lesson plans include the Carrier language on subjects such as weather, dates and seasons, animals, birds, beading, hunting, fishing, smoking and tanning, foods and of course bannock making—a favourite for the whole school. But, Nellie’s instruction gives us so much more. Her links with families and traditions open doors that fear and misunderstanding have held closed. She is an elder and a grandmother to all in the school. In Japan, people such as Nellie are known as Living Treasures. Fort St. James and School District 91 have been blessed, for Nellie Dionne is surely our own living treasure. Letter from a student I was going to go in your class but I got [cote] up with French. I still have the sheet on making bannock; when me and my Nan get some [roobarb], we will give you some jam. I hope I can see you when you leave. My Nan will miss you too. I loved it when we made bannock. Thanks for letting me eat in your class when I don’t take Carrier. You’ve taught me a lot about fishing. My Dad is going to miss you too. Please come back soon. Love, Melissa Pamela Hachey is an elementary counselor, SD 91 and a member of the Teacher Newsmagazine Advisory Board. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141007,www.reddit.com,http://www.reddit.com/r/madmen,AMC's Mad Men jump to content my subreddits announcementsArtAskRedditaskscienceawwblogbookscreepydataisbeautifulDIYDocumentariesEarthPornexplainlikeimfiveFitnessfoodfunnyFuturologygadgetsgamingGetMotivatedgifshistoryIAmAInternetIsBeautifulJokesLifeProTipslistentothismildlyinterestingmoviesMusicnewsnosleepnottheonionOldSchoolCoolpersonalfinancephilosophyphotoshopbattlespicsscienceShowerthoughtsspacesportstelevisiontifutodayilearnedTwoXChromosomesUpliftingNewsvideosworldnewsWritingPromptsedit subscriptions front -all -random |  space -dataisbeautiful -funny -sports -gifs -history -videos -Fitness -television -philosophy -IAmA -AskReddit -WritingPrompts -EarthPorn -nosleep -UpliftingNews -DIY -photoshopbattles -LifeProTips -science -gadgets -listentothis -creepy -pics -TwoXChromosomes -tifu -nottheonion -gaming -InternetIsBeautiful -explainlikeimfive -personalfinance -Art -askscience -mildlyinteresting -news -Documentaries -todayilearned -Futurology -Music -books -movies -worldnews -food -Showerthoughts -Jokes -GetMotivated -aww -OldSchoolCoolmore »  madmen hot new rising controversial top gilded promoted want to join? login or register in seconds| English limit my search to /r/madmen use the following search parameters to narrow your results: subreddit:subreddit find submissions in "subreddit" author:username find submissions by "username" site:example.com find submissions from "example.com" url:text search for "text" in url selftext:text search for "text" in self post contents self:yes (or self:no) include (or exclude) self posts nsfw:yes (or nsfw:no) include (or exclude) results marked as NSFW e.g. subreddit:aww site:imgur.com dog see the search faq for details. advanced search: by author, subreddit... remember mereset password login Submit a new link Submit a new text post madmensubscribeunsubscribe36,909 readers ~31 users here now Talk mode A place to discuss Mad Men, AMC's first foray into producing television. The show is critically acclaimed and award-winning, earning nine Emmys and four Golden Globes. It is the first basic cable series to win the Emmy Award for Outstanding Drama Series, winning the award in 2008 and 2009. Also, it has Christina Hendricks. Yeah. Every Sunday. So go get a bottle of scotch and a glass, and kick back in your favorite easy chair with your favorite brand of smokes. We'll be here after each episode. Add a tag after your name TV Sub-Reddit List TV Show Countdown Other TV subreddits: /r/HannibalTV /r/EastboundAndDown /r/TheAmericans r/sonsofanarchy /r/thekilling /r/chuck /r/breakingbad /r/homeland /r/doctorwho /r/eureka /r/fringe /r/lost /r/scifi /r/startrek /r/treme /r/warehouse13 /r/bones /r/ringer /r/theleaguefx Please avoid putting spoilers in titles. We mods don't want to have to delete good conversations. created by snookumsa community for 5 years message the moderators MODERATORS sanchokeep33My Name is in the Lobby hero0fwarOld Fashoned jeanlucdickhardHead of Creative DonDraper2Come back Chauncey. SabvegasIt's not my problem Stillflying kacboyPIZZA HOUSE! reddit is a platform for internet communities where your votes shape what the world is talking about.learn more › 325 326 327 Mad Men Season 7 Episode 7, "Waterloo" discussion thread (self.madmen) submitted 4 months ago by jakjonsun82brianFreddy Rumsen's Zipper - stickied post 2520 comments sharecancel loading... 1 26 27 28 Let's Hop Into the Wayback Machine to S1, E1. (self.madmen) submitted 11 hours ago by j3wDoes Howdy Doody have a wooden dick? 8 comments sharecancel loading... 2 62 63 64 Don got himself hired (self.madmen) submitted 1 day ago by nmioni 29 comments sharecancel loading... 3 14 15 16 One of my most favorite pieces in the Mad Men soundtrack: Beautiful Girls (youtu.be) submitted 22 hours ago by Cto924 comment sharecancel loading... 4 77 78 79 Working on a stipple portrait of my favorite character... what do you guys think? (i.imgur.com) submitted 1 day ago by akb216798 4 comments sharecancel loading... 5 0 1 2 Art inspired by Don's favorite drink. The Old Fashioned. (self.madmen) submitted 22 hours ago by NightSharks comment sharecancel loading... 6 3 4 5 Don Draper On The Couch: Mad Men and the Stranger to Paradise – Mark Nicholls (refractory.unimelb.edu.au) submitted 1 day ago by nhan5653 comment sharecancel loading... 7 130 131 132 [SPOILER] S5E12 Don tells Peggy: "That's what happens when you help someone. They succeed and then move on." (self.madmen) submitted 2 days ago * by erekSucks1 12 comments sharecancel loading... 8 365 366 367 Pete Campbell looking scruffy on the subway. But still reppin' the Sterling Cooper Draper Price.. What would Roger say (imgur.com) submitted 3 days ago by Crolladane 59 comments sharecancel loading... 9 5 6 7 Do you think that Mad Men would have been any better if it was on HBO? (self.madmen) submitted 3 days ago by JimmothyTimmothy 15 comments sharecancel loading... 10 52 53 54 Met Pete Cambell (Vincent Kartheiser) last night (self.madmen) submitted 4 days ago by KingCole18 17 comments sharecancel loading... 11 35 36 37 Why dont any characters take pride in their children? (self.madmen) submitted 4 days ago by lozairplane 25 comments sharecancel loading... 12 18 19 20 Matthew Weiner is on the Brett Easton Ellis podcast this week. Have you listened to it? (self.madmen) submitted 4 days ago by jorgitocantu 5 comments sharecancel loading... 13 7 8 9 What is the purpose of the episodes with the priest and church in season 2? (self.madmen) submitted 4 days ago by lozairplane 6 comments sharecancel loading... 14 106 107 108 I somehow stumbled across the teleplay for the pilot of Mad Men (leethomson.myzen.co.uk) submitted 5 days ago by dannyboylee 11 comments sharecancel loading... 15 16 17 18 One of my favorite scenes: Pete and Trudy's dancing. Hell's Bells, Charleston! (youtube.com) submitted 5 days ago by irawwwr 1 comment sharecancel loading... 16 7 8 9 I just saw this, and almost died laughing: Jean Claude Van Damme and Don Draper in Zou Bisou Bisou (youtube.com) submitted 5 days ago by irawwwr 1 comment sharecancel loading... 17 39 40 41 Can we chat about Roger's Garden Party and the rest of S3E3, My Old Kentucky Home? (self.madmen) submitted 6 days ago by BunnyCorcoranLivesFull-Blooded Martian 32 comments sharecancel loading... 18 14 15 16 A little off topic question - anybody ever read 11/22/63 by Stephen King? (self.madmen) submitted 6 days ago by leedom404 13 comments sharecancel loading... 19 5 6 7 Explaining Episode "the Jet Set" (self.madmen) submitted 6 days ago by Macacone 14 comments sharecancel loading... 20 13 14 15 What I love and hate (but really love) about this show only 4 episodes in to Season 1 (self.madmen) submitted 6 days ago by dawg1232 6 comments sharecancel loading... 21 97 98 99 Jon Hamm to star in Black Mirror Christmas Special (theguardian.com) submitted 8 days ago by nerifs 5 comments sharecancel loading... 22 248 249 250 This has always struck me a incredible and I dont know why. Favorite shot of the show. (imgur.com) submitted 8 days ago by KingCole18 27 comments sharecancel loading... 23 4 5 6 A certain scene in S03E04 that's just plain bad (self.madmen) submitted 8 days ago by Mixaaah 5 comments sharecancel loading... 24 0 0 0 Not good, Bob. (redbubble.com) submitted 7 days ago by Adolf_KennedyShut the door, have a seat. 2 comments sharecancel loading... 25 3 4 5 Freddy Rumsen/Don Draper's "freelance" work (self.madmen) submitted 8 days ago by laffingbombMeditations in an Emergency 4 comments sharecancel loading... view more: next › about blog about team source code advertise jobs help wiki FAQ reddiquette rules contact us tools mobile firefox extension chrome extension buttons widget <3 reddit gold store redditgifts reddit AMA app reddit.tv radio reddit Use of this site constitutes acceptance of our User Agreement and Privacy Policy. © 2014 reddit inc. All rights reserved. REDDIT and the ALIEN Logo are registered trademarks of reddit inc. close this window you'll need to login or register to do that create a new account all it takes is a username and password privacy philosophy we limit data collected about you and your use of the platform, your personal information is never for sale, we use and disclose information to prevent people from abusing the platform, but we never disclose it for any other reason unless required by law. for more information, see our privacy policy. username:try anotheravailable! account recovery email:  (optional)we only send email at your request password: verify password: remember me create account is it really that easy? only one way to find out... login already have an account and just want to login? username: password: remember me recover password login close this window interface language English [en]العربية [ar]Беларуская мова [be]български език [bg]Bosanski [bs]català [ca]česky [cs]dansk [da]Deutsch [de]Ελληνικά [el]English (Australia) [en-au]English (Canadian) [en-ca]English (Great Britain) [en-gb]English [en-us]Esperanto [eo]español [es]español [es-ar]eesti keel [et]Euskara [eu]فارسی [fa]suomi [fi]français [fr]Gàidhlig [gd]עברית [he]मानक हिन्दी [hi]hrvatski [hr]Magyar [hu]Հայերեն լեզու [hy]Bahasa Indonesia [id]íslenska [is] (*)italiano (Italy) [it]日本語 [ja]ಕನ್ನಡ [kn_IN]한국어 [ko]Latin [la]1337 [leet]LOL [lol]lietuvių kalba [lt]latviešu valoda [lv]Nederlands [nl]Nynorsk [nn]Norsk [no]Arrrrrrrr! [pir]polski [pl]português [pt] (*)português [pt-pt]português brasileiro [pt_BR]română [ro]русский [ru]slovenčina [sk]slovenščina [sl]српски језик [sr]Srpski [sr-la]Svenska [sv]தமிழ் [ta]ภาษาไทย [th]Türkçe [tr]українська мова [uk]Tiếng Việt [vi]中文 [zh] (*) incomplete volunteer to translate π Rendered by PID 30324 on app-202 at 2014-10-07 21:47:14.379837+00:00 running ba6f5e0 country code: US.)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/ResearchReports.aspx?id=10422&printPage=true,BCTF > Research Reports > 2007EF01, BC international student revenue and FTE enrolment, 2001–02 to 2005–06  	BCTF Research Reports  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Research Reports  PDF for print purposes BCTF Research Report SECTION XII 2007-EF-01 BC international student revenue and FTE enrolment, 2001–02 to 2005–06 By Larry Kuehn, EdD BCTF Research Department   Revenue from international students (also known as non-resident or offshore students) studying in BC schools increased by $10 million in 2005–06, rising to $109 million in the province as a whole. This continues a trend and reflects a doubling of revenue since the 2001–02 school year. International student enrolment nearly doubled over the same period. It rose from 4,083 full-time equivalent students in 2001–02 to 7,853 full-time equivalents in 2005–06. While overall revenue increased, sixteen districts had less fee revenue in 2005–06 than the previous year. The Vancouver district had the greatest drop in revenue, with a reduction of $570,000. The districts with the largest revenue from international students were: Coquitlam Vancouver Surrey West Vancouver North Vancouver. The district with the highest international-student-fee revenue relative to enrolment is West Vancouver. Eight districts and the Francophone Education Authority had no revenue from international students. Four districts increased their revenue by more than $1 million between 2005–06 and the previous year: Surrey, Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows, West Vancouver and Burnaby. While the number of international students, and revenue generated, both continued to grow over the last year, this has been at a slower rate than in previous years. See tables 1 and 2 for district-specific revenue and enrolment data. Table 1: BC international student tuition-fee revenue, 2001-02 to 2005-06 Source: Schedule A.2, District Audited Financial Statements # District Name 2001-02 2002-03 2003-04 2004-05 2005-06 incr(decr) 5 Southeast Kootenay $5,940 $6,600 $12,423 $150,932 $314,200 $163,268 6 Rocky Mountain $707,358 $815,732 $565,688 $791,125 $938,026 $146,901 8 Kootenay Lake $297,150 $344,369 $531,871 $826,773 $920,810 $94,037 10 Arrow Lakes $6,000 0 $10,000 $6,000 $18,980 $12,980 19 Revelstoke $9,100 $11,900 $29,657 $34,250 $41,000 $6,750 20 Kootenay-Columbia 0 $4,250 $3,950 $80,192 $121,901 $41,709 22 Vernon $117,280 $115,835 $36,466 $119,670 $415,225 $295,555 23 Central Okanagan $250,038 $233,100 $223,613 $340,409 $349,300 $8,891 27 Cariboo-Chilcotin 0 0 $10,365 $24,982 $15,000 ($9,982) 28 Quesnel 0 $11,873 $3,866 $19,790 $9,370 ($10,420) 33 Chilliwack 0 0 $304,824 $250,952 $237,506 ($13,446) 34 Abbotsford $2,149,775 $4,415,900 $5,058,454 $3,346,990 $3,060,476 ($286,514) 35 Langley $6,976,962 $7,064,093 $6,651,211 $6,083,638 $6,738,260 $654,622 36 Surrey $3,054,950 $5,883,648 $7,857,741 $9,391,960 $10,773,065 $1,381,105 37 Delta $1,539,865 $3,083,741 $2,953,871 $3,282,205 $3,151,713 ($130,492) 38 Richmond $1,243,462 $1,952,079 $2,461,275 $2,721,699 $3,186,357 $464,658 39 Vancouver $8,334,196 $11,177,572 $10,867,680 $11,901,860 $11,331,567 ($570,293) 40 New Westminster $2,929,122 $2,724,610 $2,435,313 $2,613,355 $2,882,060 $268,705 41 Burnaby 0 $1,096,704 $3,320,302 $4,435,704 $5,443,304 $1,007,600 42 Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows $2,366,723 $3,741,379 $4,641,237 $5,142,212 $6,253,502 $1,111,290 43 Coquitlam $8,178,463 $11,363,094 $13,564,632 $15,076,129 $15,145,789 $69,660 44 North Vancouver $2,821,642 $3,823,632 $4,256,951 $5,982,778 $6,903,247 $920,469 45 West Vancouver $4,785,211 $6,166,735 $7,402,870 $7,936,479 $8,965,757 $1,029,278 46 Sunshine Coast $183,978 $156,108 $206,500 $107,530 $211,614 $104,084 47 Powell River $302,355 $391,556 $328,369 $279,536 $425,549 $146,013 48 Howe Sound $560,218 $1,208,974 $1,594,504 $2,134,633 $2,373,749 $239,116 49 Central Coast 0 0 0 0 0 0 50 Haida Gwai'i/Queen Charlotte 0 0 0 0 0 0 51 Boundary $30,566 $16,799 $25,850 $2,700 $17,170 $14,470 52 Prince Rupert $10,391 0 0 0 0 0 53 Okanagan Similkameen $104,500 $81,120 $91,096 $88,700 $93,775 $5,075 54 Bulkley Valley 0 $4,875 0 $16,000 0 ($16,000) 57 Prince George $29,699 $145,755 $183,248 $307,450 $346,506 $39,056 58 Nicola-Similkameen 0 $9,000 0 0 0 0 59 Peace River South $307,529 $270,634 $282,256 $250,520 $235,689 ($14,831) 60 Peace River North $7,700 $1,200 $51,958 $121,977 $35,428 ($86,549) 61 Greater Victoria $4,030,501 $4,712,338 $5,235,078 $5,196,515 $5,840,045 $643,530 62 Sooke $741,490 $935,571 $1,129,196 $1,757,780 $1,979,748 $221,968 63 Saanich $31,994 $259,508 $682,218 $979,571 $1,413,540 $433,969 64 Gulf Islands $306,897 $564,257 $400,500 $400,000 $295,000 ($105,000) 67 Okanagan Skaha $168,713 $159,760 $260,351 $404,990 $379,293 ($25,697) 68 Nanaimo-Ladysmith $958,150 $1,209,246 $1,851,375 $2,464,782 $2,464,112 ($670) 69 Qualicum $303,324 $765,735 $806,775 $1,518,355 $1,707,925 $189,570 70 Alberni $40,500 $77,250 $90,705 $70,720 $62,714 ($8,006) 71 Comox Valley $39,697 $36,155 $58,565 $117,206 $419,566 $302,360 72 Campbell River not available $27,870 $13,311 $63,529 $576,474 $512,945 73 Kamloops Thompson $465,630 $257,891 $119,142 $192,393 $136,959 ($55,434) 74 Gold Trail 0 $29,400 $28,800 $21,500 $30,579 $9,079 75 Mission $123,825 $482,499 $1,095,901 $1,193,187 $1,625,925 $432,738 78 Fraser-Cascade $14,980 $35,980 $94,953 $131,593 $147,809 $16,216 79 Cowichan Valley $866,950 $835,758 $858,125 $925,672 $891,381 ($34,291) 81 Fort Nelson 0 0 0 0 $11,000 $11,000 82 Coast Mountains $25,740 $21,250 $25,490 $18,300 $37,600 $19,300 83 North Okanagan-Shuswap $50,340 $34,614 $35,207 $18,900 $51,906 $33,006 84 Vancouver Island West 0 0 0 0 $10,500 $10,500 85 Vancouver Island North $18,000 $8,000 $22,000 $16,800 0 ($16,800) 87 Stikine 0 0 0 0 0 0 91 Nechako Lakes $8,500 0 0 0 $16,820 $16,820 92 Nisga’a 0 0 0 0 0 0 93 Francophone Education Authority 0 0 0 0 0 0 Total $55,505,404 $76,775,949 $88,775,733 $99,360,923 $109,054,791 $9,693,868                     up $11,999,784 up $10,585,190 up $9,693,868         or 13.5% or 11.92 % or 9.76%         from 2002-03 from 2003-4 from 2004-05   Table 2: BC International student FTE enrolment, 2001-02 to 2005-06 Dist# District Name 2001/02 2002/03 2003/04 2004/05 2005/06 5 Southeast Kootenay 0 9.0 2.0 4.5 18.0 6 Rocky Mountain 30.0 35.0 24.0 32.0 45.0 8 Kootenay Lake 18.0 24.0 34.8 32.0 44.0 10 Arrow Lakes 0 0 0 0 2.0 19 Revelstoke 1.0 2.0 4.0 4.0 5.0 20 Kootenay-Columbia 0 0 5.8 4.0 0 22 Vernon 8.0 15.0 1.0 12.0 29.0 23 Central Okanagan 40.8 22.4 26.6 42.6 34.9 27 Cariboo-Chilcotin 3.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 2.0 28 Quesnel 0 0 1.0 1.0 1.0 33 Chilliwack 53.5 65.8 65.3 86.4 78.0 34 Abbotsford 88.0 350.0 391.0 283.0 239.5 35 Langley 529.7 521.9 495.1 438.8 473.3 36 Surrey 234.0 447.0 544.8 621.9 706.8 37 Delta 90.0 222.0 220.3 248.6 252.5 38 Richmond 104.0 144.5 175.3 238.0 255.5 39 Vancouver 608.0 805.0 877.9 837.0 818.0 40 New Westminster 191.9 168.9 163.1 176.6 181.8 41 Burnaby 0 74.5 223.5 318.0 357.0 42 Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows 173.9 279.5 364.5 410.0 456.9 43 Coquitlam 531.5 732.5 901.5 1,012.5 958.8 44 North Vancouver 190.0 223.6 339.0 469.5 520.1 45 West Vancouver 360.5 442.0 511.0 551.5 560.0 46 Sunshine Coast 24.8 18.0 33.0 14.0 20.0 47 Powell River 23.0 37.0 26.0 21.0 24.9 48 Howe Sound 32.9 82.3 98.6 140.0 174.0 49 Central Coast 0 0 0 0 0 50 Haida Gwai'i/Queen Charlotte 0 0 0 0 0 51 Boundary 6.0 4.0 8.0 6.0 0 52 Prince Rupert 2.5 0 0 0 0 53 Okanagan Similkameen 0 0 3.0 0 0 54 Bulkley Valley 0 0 0 2.0 0 57 Prince George 0 2.0 4.0 14.0 18.0 58 Nicola Similkameen 0 1.0 0 0 0 59 Peace River South 47.1 48.5 49.5 42.9 33.0 60 Peace River North 23.1 13.3 25.6 52.8 35.5 61 Greater Victoria 306.7 352.7 405.1 369.4 468.5 62 Sooke 52.8 65.8 81.1 108.7 109.6 63 Saanich 4.0 21.9 56.9 78.5 133.8 64 Gulf Islands 25.0 46.5 68.0 68.0 71.0 67 Okanagan Skaha 18.8 16.0 27.9 40.9 36.0 68 Nanaimo-Ladysmith 75.9 97.9 164.7 229.4 241.3 69 Qualicum 18.0 36.0 45.0 72.0 89.9 70 Alberni 2.0 14.0 7.0 8.0 8.0 71 Comox Valley 7.6 4.0 13.5 12.6 43.9 72 Campbell River 1.0 4.0 2.0 6.0 57.0 73 Kamloops-Thompson 37.0 31.0 50.0 54.0 62.0 74 Gold Trail 15.9 1.0 3.0 1.0 2.0 75 Mission 9.0 23.0 81.0 84.0 113.0 78 Fraser-Cascade 2.0 2.0 10.0 10.0 7.0 79 Cowichan Valley 77.6 74.6 77.6 84.0 62.0 81 Fort Nelson 0 0 0 0 0 82 Coast Mountains 0 2.0 2.0 0 0 83 North Okanagan-Shuswap 4.0 2.0 11.9 1.8 2.0 84 Vancouver Island West 8.0 0 0 0 2.0 85 Vancouver Island North 0 13.0 2.0 1.0 0 87 Stikine 0 0 0 0 0 91 Nechako Lakes 3.0 1.0 1.0 0 0 92 Nisga'a 0 0 0 0 0 93 Conseil scolaire francophone 0 0 0 0 0   Total 4,083.3 5,599.7 6,729.8 7,346.8 7,853.3 Source: Ministry of Education enrolment data, http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/reporting/enrol/student.php)
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(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/bctf/status/511837800321126400,BCTF on Twitter: "A tentative settlement has been reached as of 3:50 a.m. this morning. Details not being released at this time. #bced #bcpoli #canlab" টুইটার অনুসন্ধান অনুসন্ধান টুইটার খুঁজুন সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ ভাষা : বাংলা. हिन्दी Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন টুইটার-এ নতুন ? আজই যোগদান করুন » সাইন ইন করুন ফোন, ইমেল বা ব্যবহারকারীর নাম পাসওয়ার্ড সাইন ইন আমাকে মনে রাখুন পাসওয়ার্ড ভুলে গেছেন? ইতিমধ্যে আপনি কি টেক্সট বার্তার মাধ্যমে টুইটার ব্যবহার করছেন? অনুসরণ অনুসরণ করা কর্মসমূহ:অনুসরণ না করা অবরুদ্ধ অবরোধ মুক্ত মুলতুবি বাতিল BCTF ‏ @bctf ১৬ সেপ্টেম্বর A tentative settlement has been reached as of 3:50 a.m. this morning. Details not being released at this time. #bced #bcpoli #canlab প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট পুনঃটুইটগুলি ৮৪২ প্রিয় ২৯৭ ৪:২৩ পূর্বাহ্ণ - ১৬ সেপ্টেম্বর, ২০১৪ সম্পর্কিত শিরোনামসমূহ BC teachers’ strike: Tentative deal reached between BCTF and government Globalnews.ca @globalnews Tentative deal reached in B.C. teachers’ strike The Globe and Mail @globeandmail Striking B.C. teachers reach tentative settlement with province Edmonton Sun @Edmontonsun B.C. teachers, employers reach tentative deal Canada.com @CanadaDotCom Striking B.C. teachers reach tentative settlement London Free Press @LFPress Striking B.C. teachers reach tentative settlement SudburyStar @SudburyStar Striking B.C. teachers reach tentative settlement The Standard @StCatStandard Striking B.C. teachers reach tentative settlement Chatham Daily News @Chathamnews Show 5 more Erin Smeed ‏ @ErinSmeed ১৬ সেপ্টেম্বর @bctf idea of when? Through locals? সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Erin Smeed ‏ @ErinSmeed ১৬ সেপ্টেম্বর @bctf thank u for all of your hard work!!!!! সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Erin Smeed ‏ @ErinSmeed ১৬ সেপ্টেম্বর @glenhansman @bctf thank u!!! Go get that well deserved sleep :) সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট wesupportbcteachers ‏ @WeSupportBCTeac ১৬ সেপ্টেম্বর @bctf THANK YOU for all your efforts and hard work! You deserve some সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Lori J ‏ @discoflygirl ১৬ সেপ্টেম্বর “ @bctf: tentative settlement has been reached as of 3:50 this morning. Details not being released at this time. #bced" School supplies time! সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Kevin Bertoia ‏ @KevinB_88 ১৬ সেপ্টেম্বর @bctf Amazing what bargaining and negotiation can accomplish. No legislation, no binding arbitration. No crutches. Time to move on. #bced সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Danielle Greenberg ‏ @DGreenbergTO ১৬ সেপ্টেম্বর @bctf CBC News Network is covering this breaking news and would to interview someone from @bctf . Is anyone available to talk to us by skype সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট DebbieJ ‏ @Sapphirrestarr ১৬ সেপ্টেম্বর @bctf Thank God! : ) সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট noelle ‏ @noellepiegsa ১৬ সেপ্টেম্বর @bctf congratulations and thank you from me and my kids! সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Tracy ‏ @CherishCountry ১৬ সেপ্টেম্বর @bctf Thank you Jim and everyone involved. Now this grade 2 teacher can sleep for now!!! সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Joey Hansen ‏ @joeydhansen ১৬ সেপ্টেম্বর . @bctf Congratulations on the tentative settlement! সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Andrea Kennedy ‏ @andreabridgeway ১৬ সেপ্টেম্বর @bctf Congratulations to Jim and his team!! Such impressive hard work. This mom thks you & will thank every teacher AT SCHOOL this week. সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট T. Kirbyson ‏ @tkirbyson ১৬ সেপ্টেম্বর ...and some champagne & a vacation (!!!) & a medal & a happy dance & our undying gratitude! Bravo! @WeSupportBCTeac @bctf সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Maia Swenson ‏ @maiaswenson ১৬ সেপ্টেম্বর @tkirbyson @WeSupportBCTeac @bctf I feel like we should have a parade সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট T. Kirbyson ‏ @tkirbyson ১৬ সেপ্টেম্বর And/or a BIG party! Cheers! @maiaswenson @WeSupportBCTeac @bctf সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Alberta Teachers Asn ‏ @albertateachers ১৬ সেপ্টেম্বর Congratulations! RT @bctf: A tentative settlement has been reached this morning. Details not being released at this time. #bced #abed সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Paula Oamen ‏ @oamen_p ১৬ সেপ্টেম্বর @bctf thank you thank you for your dedication, perseverance and heart! Excited to go back2work & my daughter to start kindergarten সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Andy Nez ‏ @andynez ১৬ সেপ্টেম্বর Tentative deal = tentative WHOOP! I look forward to hearing details but for now I'd like to publicly thank our @bctf bargaining team. #crazy সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Paula Oamen ‏ @oamen_p ১৬ সেপ্টেম্বর @glenhansman thank you Glen for your dedication and heart! One happy teacher and parent this morning! Hope you all get some sleep! সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট BCTF থেকে কোন আপডেট মিস্ করবেন না © 2014 টুইটার সম্বন্ধে সহায়তা বিজ্ঞপ্তি তথ্য বন্ধ মিডিয়াটিকে চিহ্নিত করুন এটি ইতিমধ্যে সংবেদনশীল কন্টেন্ট ধারণকারী হিসাবে চিহ্নিত হয়েছে। পতাকা তুলুন এটি সম্ভাব্যরূপে অবৈধ বিষয়বস্তুর ধারণকারী হিসেবে। সমর্পণ করা বাতিল মিডিয়াকে চিহ্নিত করা সম্পর্কে আরো জানুন খারিজ বন্ধ পূর্ববর্তী পরবর্তী বন্ধ একজন ব্যক্তির প্রোফাইলে যান সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ বন্ধ আপনার অনুসরণকারীদের এই পুনঃটুইটটি পাঠাবেন? বাতিল পুনঃটুইট বন্ধ আপনি কি নিশ্চিত যে এই টুইট মুছে দিতে চান? বাতিল মুছে ফেলুন বন্ধ রোধ করন বাতিল রোধ করন আপনার টুইটসমুহে একটি অবস্থান যুক্ত করুন যখন একটি অবস্থানের সঙ্গে আপনার টুইট করেন, টুইটার সেই অবস্থান সংরক্ষণ করে। প্রত্যেক টুইটের আগে আপনি আপনার অবস্থান চালু / বন্ধ করতে পারেন, এবং যে কোনও সময় আপনি আপনার অবস্থানের ইতিহাস মুছে ফেলতে পারেন। আরো জানুন অবস্থান চালু করুন এখন নয় স্থান বন্ধ করুন বন্ধ প্রোফাইল সারসংক্ষেপ বন্ধ আপনার তালিকাসমূহ বন্ধ একটি নতুন তালিকা তৈরি করুন নাম তালিকা বিবরণ 100 অক্ষরের কম, ঐচ্ছিক তালিকাসমূহ:গোপনীয়তা সাধারণ · যে কেউ এই তালিকা অনুসরণ করতে পারেন ব্যক্তিগত · শুধুমাত্র আপনিই এই তালিকায় প্রবেশ করতে পারবেন তালিকা সংরক্ষণ করুন বন্ধ বন্ধ এই টুইট স্থাপিত কর আপনার নীচের ওয়েবসাইটে কোডটি অনুলিপি দ্বারা এই টুইট যোগ করুন * আরও জানুন হুম, সার্ভারে পৌঁছনোর একটি সমস্যা ছিল। পরে আবার চেষ্টা করবেন? প্রকৃত টুইট অন্তর্ভুক্ত করুন অন্তর্ভুক্ত মিডিয়া প্রাকদর্শন বন্ধ টুইটারে নিবন্ধন করুন টুইটারে নেই? নিবন্ধন করুন, আপনির পছন্দের বিষয়গুলির সাথে যুক্ত হন, এবং তাদের বিষয়ে হালনাগাদ পান। একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন » বন্ধ দুটি উপায় (প্রেরণ এবং গ্রহণ) শর্ট কোড: দেশ কোড গ্রাহকদের জন্য মার্কিন যুক্তরাষ্ট্র 40404 (যে কোন) কানাডা 21212 (যে কোন) যুক্তরাজ্য 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM হাইতি 40404 Digicel, Voila আয়ারল্যান্ড 51210 Vodafone, O2 ভারত 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance ইন্দোনেশিয়া 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » অন্য দেশসমুহের এসএসএস সংক্ষিপ্ত কোড দেখুন বন্ধ নিশ্চিতকরণ)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=14102,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov/Dec. 1996 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 9, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 1996 Journeys of Justice Explorations in justice-making for B.C.'s schools by Peter Owens What do law camps, mock trials, fairytales, and First Nations' oral stories have in common? They are all part of an innovative approach to law-related education for B.C.'s students. B.C. is in the forefront of law-related education among the commonwealth countries and the world. Interest in this programming has come from England, Germany, Australia, New Zealand, South Africa, and the United States. The goal is to ensure that all British Columbians have access to knowledge and opportunities to understand how their justice system works. The approach is to build bridges between our justice system and B.C's diverse communities. A bridge goes both ways, and programs to educate the public must be accompanied by programs to educate justice-system personnel on the needs of B.C.'s diverse communities. The Law Courts Education Society has been bridge building for seven years. The society was created in response to government action on the Access to Justice Report of 1988. That report made one of its priorities the delivery of education programs for schools and the public, to increase public access to our justice system. Today, the society has a core of seven full-time and four part-time staff working out of the Prince George, Kamloops, Surrey, Kelowna, and Vancouver courthouses to provide programs for most communities in the province. An experiential approach to learning is at the heart of the society's work. All programs have a common core: developing the educational resources needed to educate students, clients, and community members about the operation of the justice system. providing opportunities for students and the public to courtwatch by visiting the courts and seeing them in action. organizing educational sessions with judges, lawyers, court clerks, and sheriffs so that people understand the human dimension of our justice system. arranging mock trials and other simulations so that participants learn about justice-system procedures and experience first-hand how our system works. Working with schools Every school day from mid-September until late June, a dozen school classes visit courthouses throughout B.C. Law 12, Socials 11, and intermediate students come to the courts to watch trials, meet with judges, and conduct mock trials. Last year, the society organized educational visits to the courts for close to 2,000 groups, more than 45,000 British Columbians. Groups visit for a morning or a full day. They receive an orientation on the court system as well as background information on the court list of current trials. They then visit several criminal and civil trials to hear lawyers argue a case for or against an accused person or plaintiff. A murder or personal-injury case may take several weeks, so a one-day visit is but a glimpse into the complexity of the trial. Other cases, such as those in provincial court (theft under $1,000, break and enter) are relatively short. The students may hear opening arguments, witness direct and cross examination, and hear closing arguments in the space of two hours. The drama is real. The seriousness of the matter before the courts is not lost on the students. A day in the courts is always a lesson in real life and the personal consequences of antisocial behaviour or human conflict. Many groups also have an opportunity to meet with a judge or with other justice-system personnel. Last year, 500 judges gave up their lunch time to speak to students and answer their questions. Another 600 sheriffs, court clerks, defence lawyers, and crown prosecutors shared their working experiences with students. For others, a day at the courts means the chance to dress up in court robes and conduct a mock trial. Last year, 400 mock trials of Grade 6, Grade 7, and Law 12 students occurred in courtrooms throughout British Columbia. Many of these are short mock trials from the society's "Legal Safari" curriculum and involve an accused who stole a teacher's car, or is a fairytale character such as the wolf from Little Red Riding Hood or Jack of the Beanstalk fame. These mock trials take place at lunch time, with the courts in recess. Other mock trials are lengthy affairs, spread over one or several evenings. The trials often cover drug or murder scenarios, but some deal with complex issues such as the battered wife's syndrome or temporary mental disorder. These complex cases challenge students to develop good questioning techniques, strong public-speaking skills, and analytical reasoning. Early primary classes don't come to the courts; however, several scripted fairytale mock trials exist for these students, and the society is always willing to provide fairytale costumes for the occasion. The Law Courts Education Society also provides curricula and courtwatching for French immersion and English-as-second-language students; it organizes job shadowing in the system for hundreds of Career and Personal Planning (CAPP) students annually; it conducts careers sessions; and it sells a range of curricula materials to schools. Going to remote communities The society's northern co-ordinator spends many months on the road, travelling 20,000 km annually. She visits remote schools and organizes programs for youth who live in tiny villages or reserves throughout the north. Some of the programs--called law camps or court links--bring youth to local towns for three-day sessions on the justice system, from arrest to trial to corrections. Youth meet with police, visit the police station, learn about arrest procedures, go to court, watch trials, conduct a mock trial, meet local leaders or elders, and then visit the corrections facility. The programs are eye-openers for youth. Misconceptions are cleared away, and the consequences of the choices that youth have are made clear. Working with First Nations youth and immigrant and visible-minority communities: international awards Several society programs have won international awards of excellence. One such program is called "First Nations Journeys of Justice." This holistic curriculum for students in Kindergarten to Grade 7 uses aboriginal oral stories as the foundation for learning about concepts of justice. Fifty professional-development workshops on the curriculum and the techniques of storytelling are being organized by the society for teachers from band schools and for teachers from public schools with large First Nations populations. The society won a second international award for examining the assumptions and misconceptions of newcomers about the justice system. The work has led to the development of educational programs in nine languages for newcomers and visible-minority communities. Currently, the society is working in partnership with 20 immigrant-service agencies to educate newcomers and visible-minority communities about our justice system. Building bridges to the system and communities with special needs Creating sustainable bridges means more than educating the public on how to access our justice system. It also means working within the system so that it is more accessible to British Columbians. The society is providing court staff with diversity-awareness training on the needs of visible minority and First Nations communities. It also organizes community-liaison evenings for B.C. judges with visible minority communities. More recently, the society has concentrated on developing legal pictionary materials for British Columbians who are mentally challenged and an ASL video for the deaf. Conclusion Clarence Darrow once said that "Laws should be like clothes. They should be made to fit the people they serve." Surely, this is also true for our justice system. An accessible justice system is essential for public confidence and comfort. For this reason, it is important that all school students and the public learn about our justice system and visit the courts to experience how they work. Peter Owens is an assistant director in the BCTF's Organization Support Division and editor of Teacher newsmagazine. For more information about the Law Courts Education Society or to make a group booking, call the society's head office, located at the Vancouver Law Courts building at (604) 660-9870 At the time of publication the future of the Law Courts Education Society is uncertain because the Ministry of the Attorney General is considering the eliminaton of society core funding as of March 31, 1997. On October 24, 1996, the BCTF Executive Committee decided to write to the Attorney General with copies to the Minister of Education urging immediate reconsideration of the decision to eliminate the funding. You are encouraged to write to the Attorney General, Room 232, Parliament Building, Victoria, BC V8V 1X4. Quotable... Co-ordinator at law camp: "Summary conviction offences include theft under $1,000, joyriding, and some assaults." Student: "Somersaults! What's wrong with somersaults?" "We have always found the sessions to be informative, relevant, and useful (in educational terms) for our kids. The Law Courts Society has always presented our legal system to the kids in the most meaningful way." --James Jones, Nova/Van Tech Secondary School "Use of an actual courtroom as well as the robes and other props added to the realism of the trial and provided us with an enjoyable and very worthwhile experience." --Law 12 classes, Kitsilano Secondary School "Before visiting the court, I was afraid of going there. But now I'm interested in the law. I appreciate your giving me a chance to visit the court." --Karen, Coquitlam student "This group has single handedly raised the awareness of our legal system by the general public immensely. This, in turn, has resulted in an immeasurable gain in public understanding and confidence in one of the fundamental foundations of our democratic system." --Mitchell Houg, Prince George crown counsel Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=26215,BCTF News Releases  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources   For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development News Release Archives 2014  2013  2012    2011 2010  2009  2008 2007  2006  Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2012 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  March 9, 2012 Teachers reject piece-work scheme for oversized classes  BC teachers reacted with incredulity to a report that the Ministry of Education intends to pay some teachers more than others, depending on their class sizes. “This pay-per-student scheme is like educational piece-work, it treats students like widgets. It’s like a 19th century factory model,” said BCTF President Susan Lambert. “For decades, teachers have been advocating for smaller classes so we can provide the individual attention that helps children thrive in school. In all that time, we have never asked for increased pay for larger classes because that wouldn’t do anything to improve learning conditions for our students,” she said. “Any amount of money to the teacher won’t make those overcrowded classrooms okay for kids,” Lambert said. “You simply can’t teach to individual needs in overcrowded classrooms.” A media report today states that the Ministry of Education is proposing to pay teachers: An extra $2,500 per year per student over 30 in Grades 4­–7 classrooms; and An extra $312 per student over 30 in some secondary school courses. “This  is unethical. It treats student as a commodity to be traded off or bartered. This is an appalling idea from the Ministry of Education” Lambert said.  Education Minister George Abbott is reported as saying that having to pay teachers extra if they have more than 30 students would provide financial disincentives to school boards to have large classes.  “It appears that the minister is using students as pawns to put pressure on school boards to rob funds from somewhere else to keep class sizes down. The education budget is frozen. With a $100 million funding shortfall for next year, it’s clear boards are going to have to cut entire programs to fund this odious scheme,” Lambert said. -  30  - For more information, contact Nancy Knickerbocker, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell). Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13052,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 1998 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 11, Number 1, September 1998 President’s message Kit Krieger Our Federation’s primary focus is on B.C. students, teachers, and schools. However, we recognize a broader educational community in our involvement in national and international teacher organizations and in the work of our W.R. Long International Solidarity Program. In July, I attended the 2nd Congress of Education International (EI), in Washington, D.C. EI, comprising teacher unions from 150 nations, is dedicated to promoting the rights and welfare of the 22 million teachers in the member organizations. The meeting provided a chance to talk with and hear from teachers from Asia, Africa, Europe, the Americas, and Latin America. Common concerns include privatization, career education, limited opportunities for girls, access to and impact of technology, and the neo-liberal agenda that is curtailing all things public, including public education. Millions of our colleagues around the world face problems that B.C. teachers can’t imagine. Russian teachers seldom get paid as the government struggles to meet demands of the World Bank and IMF in its transition to a market economy. In many countries, teachers are jailed, tortured, and killed for involvement in their union. Tens of millions of children are denied even the most basic education and are child labourers. Millions more lack the most basic learning resources. We must continue our focus on B.C. schools, but our privileged place in this world incurs responsibilities. A highlight of my time in Washington was to hear teachers from South Africa, Namibia, and Latin America speak of the value they place on the support they receive from the BCTF and its members. The next issue of Teacher, celebrating World Teachers’ Day, will include an article on the BCTF’s international programs. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=10102,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 5, April 2003 Canadian teachers applaud recent ILO decision chastising B.C. government In view of the decision rendered by the International Labour Organization (ILO), the Canadian Teachers’ Federation (CTF) has urged the British Columbia government to immediately return to the bargaining table with its teachers and to withdraw its regressive legislation. The ILO, a United Nations agency charged with monitoring and upholding international labour standards, sharply chastised the B.C. government for its treatment of public sector workers, including teachers. Appalled by the dismissive remarks made by B.C. Premier Gordon Campbell in reaction to the ruling, CTF National President Doug Willard said, "Unless the B.C. government repeals the law declaring K–12 education an essential service and amends five other statutes to ensure working conditions are negotiated rather than imposed, the province’s reputation will be further tarnished in the eyes of the international community. "This is indicative of a government intent on being irresponsible and opposed to respecting workers’ basic democratic rights." "By dismissing the ILO conclusion, Premier Campbell has shown total contempt not only to teachers but to workers from all walks of life, as well as the international community. "The people of British Columbia did not elect a government that would embarrass them on the international front by failing to abide by the standards signed by Canada under the umbrella of the United Nations. We find his attitude and demeanor toward this issue preposterous and irresponsible. "On behalf of 240,000 teachers in Canada, CTF reiterates its call on the B.C. government to immediately rescind its draconian and archaic approach to labour relations." CTF is the federation of teacher organizations from across Canada, including the British Columbia Teachers’ Federation. Source: CTF News Service: Ottawa Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12032,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2001 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 13, Number 5, March 2001 BCTF Seminars on globalization and education To be held at B.C. Teachers’ Federation, 550 West 6th Avenue, Vancouver, BC 16:00–18:00 March 12, 2001 Think Globally, Teach Locally—The “No Sweat” Campaign Miriam Palacios, B.C. program co-ordinator for Oxfam-Canada How can issues and actions on globablization be incorporated into the curriculum and school activities? Students Against Sweatshops, the CLC, and various unions, and Oxfam-Canada have developed information and campaign ideas. April 2, 2001 People’s Summit of the Americas—An alternative to tbe Free Trade Area of the Americas (FTAA) Steve Stewart, co-ordinator of the Civil Society Network in Defense of Public Education in the Americas, and Larry Kuehn, director of Research and Technology at the BCTF A people’s summit in Quebec City in mid-April will develop alternatives to the FTAA. Find out about the education proposals being discussed at an education forum and about such topics as standardized testing, decentralization, gender issues, as well as a declaration of principles about public education in the Americas. May 12, 2001 Canada and the Asia-Pacific: APEC and Education John Price, Canada Asia Pacific Resource Network and Faculty of History at the University of Victoria B.C. has significant links with the Asia-Pacific—through both our economy and the makeup of our population. One of the institutions of globalization—Asia Pacific Economic Co-operation—identified education as an important aspect of economic integration and maintains an APEC Education Network. Find out more about these links and their relationship to developments in B.C. For more information, contact Leona Dolan at the BCTF, (604) 871-2250, toll free 1-800-663-9163, local 2250, f:(604)871-2294, ldolan@bctf.ca Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=20990&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > April 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 6, April 2010  Children making music in the Downtown Eastside By David Denyer Children of all ages come three times a week to St. Jamesí Anglican Church after school and take part in a wide variety of musical experiences In the November/December edition of Teacher, I wrote about the visit of a remarkable youth orchestra from Venezuela. The young people involved were from the impoverished areas of Caracas, and the opportunity to play was making a profound difference in their lives. Similarly, here in Vancouver, the Saint James Music Academy, an independent non-profit society, is pursuing the same mission. Children of all ages come three times a week to St. James’ Anglican Church after school and take part in a wide variety of musical experiences covering theory, voice and instrumental classes, choir, and orchestra. The many cavernous spaces of St. James are ideally suited to music making and the whole environment rings with a cacophony of sounds and the energetic activity of children engrossed in performance. Tireless energy and dedication is exemplified in Kathryn Walker, the executive director who founded the academy nearly three years ago in response to the lack of opportunities for children in the Downtown Eastside to engage in music. Many of the children come from disadvantaged families in the Strathcona area and join a “walking” bus after school for their journey over to St. James. There is no charge for children to attend and the operating costs, which include paying the teachers, are met through donations received from businesses and retailers. A number of the teachers work in the public education system during the day and are well-known for their expertise in music education. Like José Abreu of Venezuela, Kathryn Walker views the provision of musical opportunities as a social justice issue. “This investment in the lives of children will ensure positive social change in our neighbourhood, our city, and the world.” For more information, visit www.sjma.ca. – David Denyer)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/FassbenderMLA/status/466952845422370816,Peter Fassbender on Twitter: "The government of British Columbia is developing 20 new open online textbooks for #skills&trades #bced #skills4bc http://t.co/YWnPfwYGeq" টুইটার অনুসন্ধান অনুসন্ধান টুইটার খুঁজুন সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ ভাষা : বাংলা. हिन्दी Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন টুইটার-এ নতুন ? আজই যোগদান করুন » সাইন ইন করুন ফোন, ইমেল বা ব্যবহারকারীর নাম পাসওয়ার্ড সাইন ইন আমাকে মনে রাখুন পাসওয়ার্ড ভুলে গেছেন? ইতিমধ্যে আপনি কি টেক্সট বার্তার মাধ্যমে টুইটার ব্যবহার করছেন? অনুসরণ অনুসরণ করা কর্মসমূহ:অনুসরণ না করা অবরুদ্ধ অবরোধ মুক্ত মুলতুবি বাতিল Peter Fassbenderযাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট ‏ @FassbenderMLA ১৫ মে The government of British Columbia is developing 20 new open online textbooks for #skills&trades #bced #skills4bc http://bit.ly/1grvVoC  প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট পুনঃটুইটগুলি ৭ প্রিয়১ ৭:৪৬ পূর্বাহ্ণ - ১৫ মে, ২০১৪ Western Hemlox ‏ @WesternHemlox ১৫ মে @FassbenderMLA That's nice. Quit stalling and fund #bced properly. And try to make it legal this time. #bcpoli #bctf সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Tobey Steeves ‏ @symphily ১৫ মে Why is "the government" writing textbooks, @FassbenderMLA? No educators to do this work? Making curricula or propaganda? [ #BCed #BCpoli ] সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Norm Nichols ‏ @norm52 ১৫ মে @FassbenderMLA I have been advocating this for BC high schools for years. Hope you will consider. সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট mr b sang ‏ @mrbsang ২১ মে . @FassbenderMLA that's great. Now if only schools had up to date computer labs to access these textbooks সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Carrie Bercic ‏ @CarrieBercic ২৩ মে @FassbenderMLA What about students & schools that don't have access to working computers? Online textbooks are useless w/o comps. #bced সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Ramona Chu ‏ @AhChu ২৩ মে . @FassbenderMLA, PACs provide funds for computers, and having trouble replacing outdated ones. Are you going to provide funding #bced সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Peter Fassbender থেকে কোন আপডেট মিস্ করবেন না © 2014 টুইটার সম্বন্ধে সহায়তা বিজ্ঞপ্তি তথ্য বন্ধ মিডিয়াটিকে চিহ্নিত করুন এটি ইতিমধ্যে সংবেদনশীল কন্টেন্ট ধারণকারী হিসাবে চিহ্নিত হয়েছে। পতাকা তুলুন এটি সম্ভাব্যরূপে অবৈধ বিষয়বস্তুর ধারণকারী হিসেবে। সমর্পণ করা বাতিল মিডিয়াকে চিহ্নিত করা সম্পর্কে আরো জানুন খারিজ বন্ধ পূর্ববর্তী পরবর্তী বন্ধ একজন ব্যক্তির প্রোফাইলে যান সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ বন্ধ আপনার অনুসরণকারীদের এই পুনঃটুইটটি পাঠাবেন? বাতিল পুনঃটুইট বন্ধ আপনি কি নিশ্চিত যে এই টুইট মুছে দিতে চান? বাতিল মুছে ফেলুন বন্ধ রোধ করন বাতিল রোধ করন আপনার টুইটসমুহে একটি অবস্থান যুক্ত করুন যখন একটি অবস্থানের সঙ্গে আপনার টুইট করেন, টুইটার সেই অবস্থান সংরক্ষণ করে। প্রত্যেক টুইটের আগে আপনি আপনার অবস্থান চালু / বন্ধ করতে পারেন, এবং যে কোনও সময় আপনি আপনার অবস্থানের ইতিহাস মুছে ফেলতে পারেন। আরো জানুন অবস্থান চালু করুন এখন নয় স্থান বন্ধ করুন বন্ধ প্রোফাইল সারসংক্ষেপ বন্ধ আপনার তালিকাসমূহ বন্ধ একটি নতুন তালিকা তৈরি করুন নাম তালিকা বিবরণ 100 অক্ষরের কম, ঐচ্ছিক তালিকাসমূহ:গোপনীয়তা সাধারণ · যে কেউ এই তালিকা অনুসরণ করতে পারেন ব্যক্তিগত · শুধুমাত্র আপনিই এই তালিকায় প্রবেশ করতে পারবেন তালিকা সংরক্ষণ করুন বন্ধ বন্ধ এই টুইট স্থাপিত কর আপনার নীচের ওয়েবসাইটে কোডটি অনুলিপি দ্বারা এই টুইট যোগ করুন * আরও জানুন হুম, সার্ভারে পৌঁছনোর একটি সমস্যা ছিল। পরে আবার চেষ্টা করবেন? প্রকৃত টুইট অন্তর্ভুক্ত করুন অন্তর্ভুক্ত মিডিয়া প্রাকদর্শন বন্ধ টুইটারে নিবন্ধন করুন টুইটারে নেই? নিবন্ধন করুন, আপনির পছন্দের বিষয়গুলির সাথে যুক্ত হন, এবং তাদের বিষয়ে হালনাগাদ পান। একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন » বন্ধ দুটি উপায় (প্রেরণ এবং গ্রহণ) শর্ট কোড: দেশ কোড গ্রাহকদের জন্য মার্কিন যুক্তরাষ্ট্র 40404 (যে কোন) কানাডা 21212 (যে কোন) যুক্তরাজ্য 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM হাইতি 40404 Digicel, Voila আয়ারল্যান্ড 51210 Vodafone, O2 ভারত 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance ইন্দোনেশিয়া 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » অন্য দেশসমুহের এসএসএস সংক্ষিপ্ত কোড দেখুন বন্ধ নিশ্চিতকরণ)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "Eid Mubarak to all those celebrating in BC!" @bcliberals - 06:52pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7862,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 2, November/December 2004 Readers write Teacher-librarians essential Randi Louise Hermans’ article, "The School Library," in your September issue, is like the broken record I heard as school-librarian for most of my career. "They’re still fighting the good fight," I commented to my husband. When, oh when, are we going to show some respect to librarians in schools? They lend something special to children, but few on staff or in the ministry appreciate it. Some of my own members thought all I did all day was play with books and kick kids out of the library. In spite of invitations, few took advantage of working with the librarian in a team setting. I was often sent rafts of misbehaving children to babysit or made to take prep for other teachers with no prep time for myself. Finally, at the school I was in before my retirement, the library was turned into a classroom. Gone were the pretty invitations to children to come and read new books, gone were the library clubs, gone were the AV fun times at recess and noon, gone were the skills classes and storytimes that the pupils loved. Librarians come before basketballs on the cutback list. My heart goes out to all the librarians who are carrying on the good fight. Keep it up, folks; you’re the technicolour, the wide screen, the Disneyland of the school. You can give what no one else can. Murrie Redman School-librarian 1971 to 1990 Hermans’ article on school libraries reminded me how essential the library and the resident teacher-librarian have been during my teaching career. Teaching requires support from many areas, and I strongly feel the school library is a key area of that support. As a lifelong reader myself, I first encourage traditional book borrowing. The teacher-librarian facilitates this with a September welcome for the entire class, an ongoing table of new books, an open door policy. Authors are celebrated in the library; the Dewey Decimal system and therefore access to research is taught; fiction and non-fiction are regularly showcased. This is all achieved through a professional and engaged teacher-librarian. Research calls upon many skills: reading, notetaking, categorizing, bibliography constructing, oral presentation. The library provides access to all those skills. It is the best location in which to learn the how-to of research. What can replace the joy of discovering a great novel from the library shelves? I still remember reading with such enjoyment Walter Farley’s The Black Stallion in Grade 5. The joy of reading has followed me for 35+ years. And that gift came directly from my school library. Hermans’ championing of the library and its teacher-librarian champions education. Learning, teaching, and the library all complement one another. James Harcott Vancouver Accountants disagree with ministry’s claims: Per-pupil spending decreased by 3.5% The recent dustup between Education Minister Tom Christensen and the Institute of Chartered Accountants of B.C. about the decline of public school student funding over the past three years, is a classic example of the emperor’s new clothes fable taking on a naked truth. The accountants, in their 118-page report entitled "British Columbia Check Up 2004," caused a major kafuffle in Victoria by revealing that in the past three years, and even with declining enrolment, per-pupil funding in B.C. schools had dropped 3.5%, thereby undermining one of the Liberals’ repeated claims that they had increased funding for public schools since coming to power, in 2001. Christenson even called for a recalculation of the numbers by the accountants’ institute in the legislature. This was a major setback from an unexpected hard-to-dispute source, not from the usual agitators: parents, teachers, and trustees. As a publicly elected trustee in my third year in office, I have watched two successive highly competent secretary-treasurers at the Vancouver School Board table several reports, documenting in astonishing detail, the loss of over $100 million in programs and services (over a decade) to Vancouver schools. The budget shaving has accelerated dramatically under the Campbell government. The provincial government’s claim that it is adequately funding our elementary and secondary schools is flatly disputed by the massive increase in parents’ undertaking fundraising events through casinos, seasonal fairs, book sales, chocolate-bar drives, raffles, and Christmas-card and gift-wrapping events, not to mention the controversial levies by some schools on individual parents. To stem the escalation of these local events, which raise funds for an expanding number of basic resources including textbooks and classroom supplies, the provincial government can and should allocate the $300 million+ back into education. Noel Herron Vancouver Connected magazine is "unconnected" Letter to BC College of Teachers (October 15, 2004). Please find enclosed returned copies of your BC College of Teachers’ magazine, Connected. My wife and I both find this magazine to be wasteful and insulting. Several reasons for these opinions are listed below. It is full of multiple colours and glossy photos on expensive, thick, non-recycled paper. Our fees are used to produce this expensive magazine that we do not want and did not request. Those fees have been increased by you, without member input, in part to pay for this magazine. The magazine is largely a PR exercise for the college rather than for the teaching profession. We object to much of the advertising in the magazine, which is for private educational institutes and commercial interests. We believe in a public education system. Expensive tourism advertisements do not belong in a magazine we are forced to pay for. Education-related articles in Connected largely duplicate issues covered in the BCTF’s newsmagazine, Teacher. By publishing discipline case summaries in your magazine, you devalue the whole teaching profession. The public, reading this PR exercise called "Connected," is likely to make the connection or get the impression that there is a large, significant proportion of the teaching profession who are child molesters, fundraising thieves, etc. Therefore, we’d not only like to stop receiving the magazine personally, we’d like to see it entirely discontinued. How about surveying members to find out if the majority feel as we do? Des Belton and Dawn Germyn Aiyansh Environmental education critical Thank you, David Chudnovsky, for pointing out that teachers have a critical role to play in ensuring that environmental education is addressed in the classroom (Teacher, October 2004, "Environmental Record of BC Liberals"). Given that students will indeed inherit the world (however we manage or botch it), we all need to collectively educate young people that our actions and behaviours today will make a world of difference tomorrow. And, more important, we need to get youth involved in making change for the better. But teachers can’t do the job alone. Community leaders from government, industry, and NGOs must provide teachers with financial or in-kind support, learning resources, and knowledge-building workshops to make that happen. It clearly involves much more than mailing a teacher a video or sponsoring an industry tour of a worksite, or embedding environmental learning outcomes in curriculum. Teachers tell us they need ongoing access to professionals in the environmental sector who can visit classrooms, mentor students who want to start a stewardship project such as a stream cleanup, and provide balanced learning resources and workshops that don’t cost the earth. FORED BC (our non-profit environmental education organization) provides many complimentary lesson plans that are downloadable from our web site www.landscapesmag.com on subjects from endangered species to water conservation that complement curriculum. We also provide resource packages distributed through BCTF Lesson Aids. Our international award-winning magazine, Landscapes—free to teachers—also strives to enhance environmental knowledge, inspire student stewardship, and build education partnerships. As Chudnovsky noted, we all depend on clean air and water. By providing opportunities for students to learn about these important environmental-citizenship and social-responsibility issues and about the many stakeholder viewpoints and to prepare for their eventual decision-making responsibilities, teachers and other education partners are taking higher ground. For some great examples of successful, youth-led environmental initiatives with many donors, teacher, and community support, visit www.spiritbearyouth.org or www.dreamnow.ca. Cheryl Ziola President, FORED BC Exchange teaching The article in October 2004 issue of Teacher by Bonnie Sutherland on her exchange teaching experience, while entertaining, does not in any way reflect the wonderful exchange teaching experiences of the thousands of teachers who have participated in exchange teaching in British Columbia over the past 80 years. As with any teaching experience, whether here or abroad, the situations and experiences are rich, rewarding, frustrating, and fascinating. I’m certain most teachers can look at their own teaching experiences here or in a neighbouring school and find many differences and similarities. The same can be said about the exchange Teaching experience. Presently there are 47 exchange teachers here in Canada from over eight different countries. Each one of these teachers will have some ups and downs in their days, as we all do. For Sutherland to base her entire article on the frustrations, interruptions, and social concerns, gives a totally biased view of the exchange teaching experience. Yes, the systems abroad are different than here. If you wanted things to be the same, then stay at home. Exchange teaching for thousands of B.C. teachers has been wonderful, exciting, and the very best professional development available to teachers. As president of the B.C. Exchange Teachers’ Association, I constantly receive letters, e-mails, and phone calls from past and present exchange teachers extolling the wonderful adventure that exchange teaching has brought to their lives. Many experience some form of culture shock and some growing pains adjusting to a new educational system. However, the final outcome for all the exchange teachers is that they had a wonderful life-altering year teaching in another country. Sutherland chose to write about the hectic nature of a teaching assignment while on exchange teaching in Australia. I’m certain she, like every other exchange teacher, experienced many more positive, rewarding adventures. I urge anyone who is considering an exchange teaching adventure to not dwell on the negative aspects of Sutherland’s article, but to realize what a wonderful adventure and privilege it is to live and work in another country. If you are interested in exchange teaching check out the web site for the Canadian Educators’ Exchange Foundation, at www.ceef.ca. Terri Maltais President, B.C. Exchange Teachers’ Association, tmaltais@sd42.ca Editor’s note: This is one of three letters we received and we agree that the article contained references that could be considered insensitive and inappropriate. We apologize to anyone who was offended by the article. Author's note: The artice on exchange teaching in the October 2004 issue of Teacher was not intended as a criticism of Australian schools. Overall, our experience was extremely positive. Don Sutherland. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8758,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, Number 5, April 2004 New faces going places The 2004 theme for the New Teachers’ and Student Teachers’ Conference held in February, captured the mood of the more than 400 participants who came from every corner of the province. Classroom teachers, in their role as facilitators, commented positively on the decision to integrate the two conferences, stating that the energy and enthusiasm of the new teachers with the soon-to-be teachers was ample reward for the hard work put into their workshops. Attendees enjoyed the variety of workshops dealing with curriculum, social justice and classroom management, and appreciated the hospitality of the organizing committee and that of the hotel staff. Why did you choose to be a teacher? I enjoy working with all ages of children and youth, so becoming a teacher just seemed natural. The idea of influencing children and aiding them in learning new concepts is huge in so many ways. Now that I am a teacher, I look forward to making learning enjoyable for all learners! Pamela Chandler, Gill Elementary School, Port Alberni I chose to become a teacher because of my Grade 4 teacher. He made learning fun and would go the extra mile to let me know he cared. He made a difference in my life, and as a teacher, I hope to pass on this gift he gave me. Mr. Araki, I thank you. Allison Goodman, Wildwood Elementary & Chilcotin Road Elementary Schools, Cariboo-Chilcotin I made the decision to become a teacher when I was overseas, teaching English in Japan. I’m really interested in science and in working with people, especially young people. Having a class full of students engaged in a lesson and seeing someone "get it" is very rewarding. Though I still feel like a student myself, I’m looking forward to making a career of this. Mike Richardson, Elphinstone Secondary School, Sunshine Coast Who influenced you the most in your first year of teaching? Being in at least five different departments in the school, I can say that the entire staff at Westview has given me a hand in surviving this year by appreciating my bizarre sense of humour. Tim Dilley, Westview Secondary School, Maple Ridge Valérie Taylor has influenced me the most during my first year of teaching. She is a mentor to me--she helps me out with French resources and strategies on how to manage my class, and she is devoted to the students and the school. She has also helped me with writing report cards and integrating visual arts into the curriculum. From my sponsor teacher, Monique Thibault, I have learned classroom routines and many useful strategies to help students learn French. They have both greatly influenced my teaching style and philosophy. Chantal-Liette Jobin, École Central of the Arts, Fort St. John My sponsor teacher. I still talk to her from time to time, and I can always ask her for advice on anything. She always gives her honest opinion. She is knowledgeable and has a good, ethical teaching philosophy. She prepared me well for my first year of teaching in terms of the most effective classroom-management strategies, and, most important, how to keep a sense of community in my class. Thanks, Sylvia! Bethony Lam, Sandy Hill Elementary School, Abbotsford The staff at Glenwood Elementary School in Maple Ridge. I was a TOC for three years. From my first few days at their school, the staff at all levels were welcoming in the staffroom and just making sure my day was OK. Even though I didn’t officially have a home school, the staff made me feel I was one of them. Jen Sens, Fairview Elementary School, Maple Ridge/Pitt Meadows What was your funniest experience in your first year of teaching? When all of your classes are taught in different rooms, you often do not have any consistency with the equipment. I am quite the klutz to begin with, so the A/V equipment has always been a challenge. My funny experience involves the overhead projector. Usually it is anchored; this day it was not. I leaned on it and it rolled away. I did not go with it; I fell to the ground, seemingly in slow motion. Luckily, I’m used to being embarrassed, and, of course, the students laughed hysterically. Kristy Abel, Westview Secondary School, Maple Ridge Throughout my first two years, I have learned many valuable lessons: never turn your back, never make promises you can’t keep, and fighting the small battles one at a time means you’re winning the big ones. However, one lesson I learned this year I will carry forever. A true mentor once told me that on the days when the tears want to fall and frustration sets in, don’t try to analyze it or figure it out, just say these few words: Be quiet and colour! Kylie Philpotts, Marie Sharpe Elementary School, Cariboo-Chilcotin The most important lessons I learned in my practicum. • Three fingers in your face mean washroom (W). • Change the name of the dog when reading aloud the Secret World of Og from Osdick to Osrick. • Don’t have an observation on cupcake day, tacky-dress day, or party day. • Be careful of the vowel pairs you ask the class to make into words on the board, e.g., oo or ee. • Don’t write directly on the overhead glass. • Get someone to help you photocopy transparencies; appreciate the secretaries. • Laugh, laugh, laugh! Judith Hightower, Student teacher, Blakeburn Elementary School, Coquitlam Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/issues/research.aspx?id=5856&printPage=true,BCTF > Nanaimo Specialist Teachers Focus Group Report  	Untitled Page  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Issues in Education > Inclusive Education > Research Project Nanaimo Specialist Teachers Focus Group Report Ten Nanaimo specialist teachers came together in late October, 2002, to participate in a Focus Group, part of the BCTF Special Education/ESL Research Project. They provided input on the following four questions, which they had been given in advance of the meeting. Describe your school (size, grade levels, cultural and special needs mix, socio-economic status etc), your experience as a teacher, and your current teaching position/role. Describe the work that you did in the last few years in terms of connections with students with special needs, and/or with ESL students. What changes in your work with students with special needs/ESL students have happened during this school year, and how have these changes affected students’ learning? What do you consider actually or potentially positive or problematic in these changes? Participants in the Focus Group tended to combine responses to questions three and four, so these data are reflected in responses to question 3, below. Describe your school (size, grade levels, cultural and special needs mix, socio-economic status, etc.), your experience as a teacher, and your current teaching position/role. Ten teachers attended the focus group, reflecting a mix of settings and roles, including District Resource teacher, Speech Language Pathologist, elementary and secondary “Life Skills” and classroom teachers, Learning Assistance teachers, and teachers who are now school-based support teachers. Group members reflected a high level of teaching experience, reporting between nine and thirty-two years of teaching experience. Most participants had over twenty years of teaching experience. In terms of the schools or contexts in which the participants worked, all participants were from different sites. Participants worked in elementary and secondary sites which generally reflected the district’s north, central, and southern mix of settings. Participants worked in schools of varying size, which generally reflected the district’s socio-economic levels and cultural composition. Describe the work that you did in the last few years in terms of connections with students with special needs, and/or with ESL students. Participants were reminded to exclude the current school year from their response to this question. Rather than list the individual work described by participants, the following reflects some of the key themes from their comments: The group reflected both long and wide-ranging experience in general teaching and in support for students with exceptionalities. While this may appear to reflect general context rather than being a direct response to the question, it is important to state. Most participants understood well both “generalist” and “specialist” teacher perspectives and interactions. While in the role of specialist support teacher, such support often necessitated understanding of a wide range of exceptionality (high/low incidence, gifted, Learning Assistance), strategies (such as IEP development), and curriculum areas. Most had worked in settings ranging from segregated to fully inclusionary, with wide experience of resource rooms and partial integration settings with pull-out strategies. In general, participants described their experiences in a system reflecting a progression in recent years towards more-inclusionary settings. The experience of teaching was viewed as positive but challenging. One respondent spoke of teaching as “an interesting journey through all the phases of my career.” Others used words such as “exciting” or “stimulating” to describe their teaching experience in earlier years, or said that the work was hard but enjoyable. The views expressed were also balanced with descriptions of the challenges that were faced, but in ways that conveyed the sense that when most challenges occurred they could be met, and that there was optimism in building a better and more supportive educational environment. There was also a sense that the overall education system was guided more in the past by principles and beliefs which tried to blend “regular” and “special” education, creating a sense that there was an idealism in the system which was positive and more pervasive. Change has been a constant over time. Changes included increased numbers of students requiring adaptations or modifications, more needing Learning Assistance, more with behaviour problems. Paperwork had generally increased prior to the current year, and direct services to students had declined. Enrichment programs and services for the gifted were seen as reduced over time. The numbers of Educational Assistants had at times increased but more recently were considered to have declined, either in terms of overall numbers or in the amount of time allocated. Most of the pressure of such changes appeared to come from increased demands or complexity, while over the same period, there appeared to be fewer resources, so that the changes incrementally made teaching somewhat more difficult and less satisfying. Respondents indicated that they had less control over their jobs over time. This may be a more-tenuous analysis from the statements made. As an example, some participants suggested that Individual Educational Plans (IEPs) in earlier years appeared to be utilized to guide instruction, while several commented that they now appeared more connected to accountability demands, or with removing students from Foundational Skills Assessment tests (FSAs). Increased paperwork and bureaucracy was seen as an externally-imposed change to meet accountability requirements, and not one that was welcomed by Focus Group participants. As such external demands grew, the autonomy of the individual teacher appeared reduced, seemingly more reactive to systemic demands and expectations than encouraging of professional decisions to meet individual student needs. The capacity and concept of leadership has changed over time. Several respondents referred to previous years in which there was “strong” leadership in the school district. By this they meant district-level leadership which reflected a philosophical belief in inclusion, and progressive ideas and strategies for implementing integration. Specialist support teachers felt encouraged, motivated, and supported by such leadership. Some felt that district leadership had changed over time, and that they as specialist support teachers were less supported now. But there was also considerable sympathy for those in district leadership positions. In the same way that many participants suggested that they had less control over their jobs, so too did they feel that district management and staff had less autonomy, more external accountability demands, and lower budgets. The combination of external pressures essentially changed the nature of leadership. While it had once been a supportive, enabling force, it now appeared more linked to crisis management, as it seemed that more demands were expected to be met with fewer resources. District leadership, in the view of some participants, seemed over time to have become more of a conduit for provincial decisions (particularly accountability), and to be relaying the “bad news” of staffing or other cuts when the province announced reduced funding or increased accountability measures or policies. Some participants also reflected on the importance of Administrative Officer leadership in schools, and how this had been particularly effective when an AO had some empathy for students with special needs and experience with active support for implementing integration. Specialist support teacher and other staffing levels have eroded over time, and workload has increased. Participants were generally pessimistic about the trend of reduced specialist support for integration. One teacher remembered much of the ‘90s as being a time when “there was lots of Learning Assistance, trying to make things work for kids.” In recent years, participants spoke of lower levels of such staffing, resulting in reduced direct services to students and an increase in workload. There were mixed views on whether there were fewer Educational Assistants available, though some participants were concerned over district policies which capped numbers of Educational Assistants or their hours in schools. As support levels have declined in recent years, demand for services has increased. Increased demand in terms of providing services to students with special needs was not generally stated as being a result of higher numbers of designated students with special needs in the system, although some participants stressed their view that the incidences of behaviour problems was increasing. Caseload was considered to have increased, as there were fewer teachers to meet students’ needs, and there were increased numbers of students who were not designated but still appeared to have some additional needs. Increased demands in terms of attending IEP meetings and actually producing IEPs were one area of increased demand, as were demands for an increased level of adaptations and modifications. A shift toward less specialization appeared to be occurring in the perception of several participants. They spoke of a trend towards an individual specialist providing service to either students or classroom teachers in a much greater range than used to be the case. One person spoke of students being “lumped together,” referring to the tendency to address all Learning Assistance, Special Education, and ESL support as one kind of support, increasingly delivered by a single specialist. What changes in your work with students with special needs/ESL students have happened during this school year, and how have these changes affected students’ learning? The change from itinerant support to school-based support is both major and daunting. One participant noted that “the changes are so dramatic, and so new.” Nanaimo’s new model of school-based support is generally viewed as a way to manage within insufficient budgets, rather than having been developed to meet students’ needs. The major shift in approach has caused problems for the specialist teachers whose roles have changed, and for teachers in the schools where they are now located. Specialist teachers find that they are now offering much less direct service to students, and more in-servicing to teachers, in terms of adapting pedagogy or modifying materials, or advising teachers on how to include a range of exceptionalities. In this the role may not have changed, but the scope of exceptionality dealt with at the school often appeared wider — whichever specialist was in a school had to deal with whatever exceptionalities needed addressing at that school. In addition, with increased class size and no limits on class composition, there were increased demands for support from classroom teachers which were hard to meet, so that it seemed harder to get things completed satisfactorily. One participant commented, “We are barely afloat, and the ship is sinking.” Participants reported reduced job satisfaction and increased isolation. In previous years, specialist support teachers felt that they were part of a system with a structure that offered some level of collegiality and support, but they suggested that this no longer appeared to be the case. The support structure, within a district framework in which itinerant services were provided, included peer support, as well as support from senior district staff. By shifting to a school-based system, opportunities for collegial discussions with peers performing similar work have disappeared or become much less common. In addition, participants felt that district support for their work was reduced — one person said that it felt like “there was no-one behind me,” meaning nobody at the district level to discuss issues, or offer guidance, direction, or support. This left participants feeling much more isolated, at a time when demands and concerns from classroom teachers appeared at times “overwhelming,” as in many cases class sizes increased, more “needy” students seemed present in many classes, and EA time appeared limited. Changes in class size and composition are a major concern. Participants were critical of the provincial-government actions which resulted in fewer teachers and resources in schools, resulting in increased class size and more difficult class composition. A participant described one secondary class which consisted of 32 students: of those 32, seven were on modified programs, four required adaptations, four had behaviour problems, and two were International students with minimal English proficiency. A Grade 8 class of 30 was described which included 10 students with IEPs. Half of one school’s grade level required IEPs. Even where students were not identified or funded as “special needs,” there was a strong sense of increased neediness, with one teacher reporting 17 students in a class who all appeared depressed and non-responsive, but who had no access to counselling services. There was a strong sense that such changes to class size and class composition had simply been downloaded or dumped onto teachers. In the short term, this resulted in increased classroom-teacher requests to the school-based support staff for support or increased EA time, both demands which were unlikely to be satisfactorily met, in the view of Focus Group participants. Participants also reported higher stress levels, and increased demoralization among teachers, with increased frequency of sick leaves in some instances. One said, “There is so much unhappiness in my school. Everybody’s miserable.” The Focus Group was held when teachers had worked for less than two months of the school year. If this level of teacher stress and anxiety exists at this time of the year, then the future, in terms of teacher workload and stress, appears ominous. There’s a strong sense of “being behind” this year, compared to previous years. By this participants meant that IEPs were being written or completed later than usual, or that direct services to students were delayed longer than would normally be the case. Other reasons for being behind included documentation requirements, which often seemed linked more to accountability requirements than to the needs of students. In some cases, participants felt that IEPs were being written so that some students would be removed from the FSA test writing. Whatever the perceived reason for the bureaucracy and paperwork, it was felt that such work had a high priority for the district and had to be done before the work that specialist teachers would have identified as their own priorities. Participants expressed concerns about ethical issues in terms of communication with parents. Two areas of concern were explored. The first was that IEPs may not reflect the reality of the services provided to students. Many parents may not yet understand how difficult it has or could become for educators to follow the program outlined in the IEP because of increased class size, reduced supports, and in some cases more students with special needs in classes. This became an ethical issue or dilemma — what could or should be communicated to parents, who are assuming the IEP will be followed, if there are fears that it will not be? The second, and related issue, was a concern that the district was communicating the sense of this school year being “business as usual,” when these Focus Group participants felt that the early part of this school year was very far from business as usual. One participant stated, “Parents should know what’s going on — we shouldn’t be patching up the system.” The ethical issue involved what message should be communicated to parents. Should a calming message be conveyed, or should parents be told of the teacher concerns for levels of service? Educational Assistant time and availability appears less adequate this year. Some participants spoke of reduced EA time generally, or in areas like support for students with severe behaviour, or indicated that EA schedules were less flexible. Others said teachers were confused about access to EAs, and that it was difficult to give classroom teachers clear information about the availability of EAs. The impression generated was that as class sizes increased or class composition changed, teachers were asking for increased EA support, but were not receiving any increase in support. In some cases supports were actually reduced while demands or expectations were increasing. “Let’s do integration properly or not at all.” For any proponent of inclusionary school systems, this comment will be alarming, yet it reflects the strong frustration of one participant and possibly many other teachers. The participant spoke of a sense of being betrayed, that the concept of integration was presented to teachers as a system which included support mechanisms. For as long as such supports existed, teachers were prepared to do their best to make it work. But now teachers were seeing supports disappear, their class size increase, and additional accountability demands for strong academic results. In this context, integrated classrooms were, in one participant’s view, becoming unmanageable, and if this was the case, then that teacher’s support for inclusionary policies would quickly erode. Conclusion Two cautions should be expressed in terms of the data generated from this Focus Group. One is that these data were collected early in the school year, during a time when major changes are taking place in the overall school system, as well as in the model of Special Education and ESL support in the school district of Nanaimo. The second caution is that the majority of the Focus Group participants are specialist support teachers whose jobs have changed enormously. Both contexts potentially increase uncertainty and apprehension, and would influence responses and perceptions. Having stated such caveats, the data from this group of highly experienced and committed teachers is alarming. They described their passion for teaching and their sense of purpose in playing a constructive and vital part in students’ learning. They also described an educational system, the quality of which they consider to have been eroded over time. Such erosion has primarily been caused by increased student needs, accompanied by a parallel decline in resources, making it much harder to meet student needs. In addition, there appears to have been a general decline in job satisfaction over time, with less control over, or real participation in, systemic change and development, reduced capacity to work collaboratively, and increased imposition of demands for accountability reflected in increased paperwork. In light of these concerns over time, the current changes could be taken as just a continuation of an existing trend. But that is not what Focus Group participants were saying. Their statements made it very clear that the changes in the schools, and in their work, are very different this year. It was hard to find any sense of optimism in the comments they made. While there are many evident concerns about the current situation, the most appropriate description may be that there exists a feeling of fearful apprehension about what is yet to come. Participants stated that they believed that more cuts would occur, and that the future and cumulative damage would be even more severe in the future. The data from this Focus Group provides an early warning of a system which may be in crisis. There is no “business as usual” in many of the schools in which these teachers work, as much of their input illustrates. They are particularly concerned about class sizes and class compositions which are driven by fiscal, not educational, considerations. In a system which was already struggling to meet needs with limited resources, these recent dramatic class size/composition changes represent a severe blow to teachers’ capacity to meet student needs. Additional changes to concepts of district system support for integration also appear fiscally driven, and result in reduced supports to students. Data from the group suggest that one of the flashpoints for teacher concerns in the coming year may be the integration of students with special needs. Data from several BCTF surveys(1) have consistently stressed B.C. teachers’ general support for the philosophy of inclusion, but their concern with the pragmatics of integration. Data from this particular group indicates serious concern in terms of integration manageability very early in the school year. If this trend is generally reflective of how teachers are feeling, and if it continues, then the “fearful apprehension” mentioned above may be a fear of a possible crisis in which students’ needs cannot be met and teachers’ work becomes unmanageable. It is too early, and the data we have are too limited, to argue that this is in fact the case. All that can be stated is that there are many warning signs, and as this project proceeds we may find evidence to confirm or to moderate these concerns. Charlie Naylor BCTF Research November 2002 ____________________________ (1) See “B.C. teachers’ views of Special Education issues”.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13052,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 1998 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 11, Number 1, September 1998 President’s message Kit Krieger Our Federation’s primary focus is on B.C. students, teachers, and schools. However, we recognize a broader educational community in our involvement in national and international teacher organizations and in the work of our W.R. Long International Solidarity Program. In July, I attended the 2nd Congress of Education International (EI), in Washington, D.C. EI, comprising teacher unions from 150 nations, is dedicated to promoting the rights and welfare of the 22 million teachers in the member organizations. The meeting provided a chance to talk with and hear from teachers from Asia, Africa, Europe, the Americas, and Latin America. Common concerns include privatization, career education, limited opportunities for girls, access to and impact of technology, and the neo-liberal agenda that is curtailing all things public, including public education. Millions of our colleagues around the world face problems that B.C. teachers can’t imagine. Russian teachers seldom get paid as the government struggles to meet demands of the World Bank and IMF in its transition to a market economy. In many countries, teachers are jailed, tortured, and killed for involvement in their union. Tens of millions of children are denied even the most basic education and are child labourers. Millions more lack the most basic learning resources. We must continue our focus on B.C. schools, but our privileged place in this world incurs responsibilities. A highlight of my time in Washington was to hear teachers from South Africa, Namibia, and Latin America speak of the value they place on the support they receive from the BCTF and its members. The next issue of Teacher, celebrating World Teachers’ Day, will include an article on the BCTF’s international programs. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=27102,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 7, May/June 2012   Austerity means more inequality  By Kip Wood   “The poor have generally been in favour of greater equality. This support has been tempered by the tendency of some of the poor to react sympathetically to the cries of pain of the rich over their taxes and of others to the hope that one day soon they might be rich themselves.” – John Kenneth Galbraith, The Affluent Society (1958) Imagine that 100 people are in a bar and their average annual income is $48,300. The distribution of their incomes is such that 50 individuals make less than $48,300 and 50 people make more than $48,300. (Note that the median annual income of a Canadian in 2009 was $48,300.) Imagine now that Gord Nixon, CEO of the Royal Bank, walks into the bar. His income last year was $11.9 million. So now, the average salary of people in the bar is $166,000. However, the median salary of people in the bar is still $48,300 because half of the people make exactly that or less. This simplistic example illustrates what is happening in Canada. The average salary is increasing while the median salary is relatively stagnant. The Conference Board of Canada, in a 2011 report on Canadian income inequality, reported that in a 33-year period, the average salary went from $51,100 in 1976 to $59,700 in 2009, an increase of 17%. The median salary, in the same period, went from $45,800 to $48,300, an increase of only 5.5%. The Gord Nixons of our country benefit from a growing economy, while most incomes have stagnated. The average has continued to climb, the median has levelled off. How bad is inequality in Canada? The Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD), in a report entitled “Are we growing unequal?” (2008), revealed that Canada widened the gap between rich and poor more significantly than any of the other 33-member states from 1998–2008. The evidence that inequality adversely affects everyone is revealed in The Spirit Level, a 2009 book by British epidemiologists Richard Wilkinson and Kate Pickett. In meticulous detail, Wilkinson and Pickett show that more equal societies almost always do better than unequal societies. They found that health and social problems are related to the distribution of wealth, not the overall wealth, in a society. Countries with greater gaps between rich and poor had higher rates of substance abuse, more teen pregnancies, higher infant mortality, higher crime rates, more homicides, higher rates of incarceration, longer prison sentences, higher levels of anxiety and stress, lower educational outcomes, lower voter turnouts, less upward mobility, and had lower life expectancies. Concentration of wealth at the top also means a concentration of power at the top, weakening democracy and creating status competition. Doing well in unequal societies has come to mean doing better than others. The “occupy” movement is criticized by the popular media and other corporate interests for not having a central theme or focus. The criticism is startling given that the most repeated words refer to the 99% and the 1%. Inequality, and its devastating consequences, is what the occupy movement is all about. Jim Stanford is an economist for the Canadian Auto Workers and a member of the Bottom Line panel that appears on The National with Peter Mansbridge. When summarizing 2011 and looking ahead to 2012, Stanford stated that at least one of three groups—consumers, employers, or government—have to start spending in order to prevent Canada from going back into recession. The concept that Stanford was talking about is what economists call “aggregate demand”—the capacity and willingness to spend money on goods and services. “Spending power” is a term that is often associated with consumers; however, aggregate demand is a sum that includes the spending of employers and government. John Maynard Keynes, author of The General Theory of Employment, Interest, and Money (1936), said succinctly, “Economic growth depends on aggregate demand.” The current notion of a “jobless recovery,” repeated by the corporate media, is insulting to citizens because it has little to do with their ability to spend money. Because sustained growth is not possible without aggregate demand, a jobless recovery is not really a recovery at all because of the continuation of unemployment, and underemployment. Looking at the groups individually, consumers are not spending because median incomes in Canada have stagnated for the past 30 years while the cost of living has risen. In contrast to the three decades following WWII, incomes have not risen with productivity. In an attempt to maintain their spending power, consumers have chosen two main strategies—working more hours and taking on more debt. Most Canadians are working more than they were a generation ago and household debt is at an all-time high. Robert Reich, economics professor at Berkeley and author of Aftershock (2010), described the predicament: “Consumers no longer have the purchasing power to buy what the economy is capable of producing.” Reich then stated the reason: “A larger and larger portion of total income has been going to the top. What’s broken is the basic bargain linking pay to production.” Employers are not spending money despite record-level corporate profits. This has contributed to the demise of consumers and the labour market in general. Henry Ford was an innovator in regard to productivity but he also knew that higher wages were necessary if he expected to sell the automobiles that were coming off the assembly lines in his factories. Low aggregate demand, like inequality, is self-reinforcing. Less spending means employers are less likely to invest and hire employees because they lack confidence in getting a return on their investment. Without demand for products, there is no incentive to invest. This of course leads to even less employment and less spending. That leaves government as the third possibility to increase aggregate demand. Instead of spending and stimulating growth, governments on every continent, with astounding synchronization, are imposing austerity measures. Keynes warned that it is up to government, as the spender of last resort, to stimulate the economy by increasing aggregate demand. Cutting spending to reduce debt, and spending instead on tax cuts that are largely turned into savings, is sold to voters as medicine for what ails the economy. However, this medicine actually reduces aggregate demand and exacerbates unemployment. Joseph Stiglitz, former chief economist at the World Bank, was addressing the Toronto Forum on Global Cities last year and said, “Austerity is a suicide path” and that the solution to the “jobs deficit” is for governments to “tax and spend.” In January 2012, in a joint statement, the International Monetary Fund, the World Bank, and the World Trade Organization issued a warning about the economic and social risks of austerity programs. Despite the deleterious effects of austerity measures, voters (and non-voters) continue to support governments that cut public services. During the post-war years (1946–1976), economic thinking was influenced by Keynes. Governments were about taxing and spending. Unemployment was low, economic growth was rapid, prosperity was widely shared, and markets were stable. In the last three decades, economic growth has slowed, unemployment has risen, recessions and crises have become more frequent, and inequality has reached levels similar to the years just prior to the Great Depression. Even though inequality has returned to a level like the late 1920s, the antidote is not the same because the challenges are significantly different. Rapid economic growth led to prosperity in the post-war years; however, there are limits to growth, and re-igniting an economy based on perpetual growth will not be possible. Will the middle class agree to compromise the dream of prosperity that middle class generations before them enjoyed? And will the challenge of climate change and environmental collapse affect the entrenched notion of the necessity for perpetual economic growth? In any case, consideration of what is best for all, now and in the future, must drive the debate. Millionaires live in gated communities, places unlike the environs of the 99%. Unequal societies are segregated to the point that there is no common interest. When wealth is concentrated, power is concentrated and collective solutions to societal problems are not considered because individualism has replaced civic engagement. The patrons in the bar making the median wage do not want to compromise their own chance to become wealthy so they accept and support policies that benefit the rich while remaining detached from historical events that prevent their own prosperity. Galbraith understood this in a time when our society was much more equal than it is today.  Kip Wood, Woodlands Secondary School, Nanimo and member-at-large, BCTF Executive Committee   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9886,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2002 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 2, Nov./Dec. 2002 Be safe out there by Maureen L. MacDonald When the spectre of unsafe learning and working conditions looms in your classroom, what do you do? File a grievance? Sure. But there’s more! There are laws that might have been violated and actions that could be used to pursue remedies. Tantalized? Read on. Is your classroom stuffed to the gunwales with more students than usual? Maybe your class exceeds the occupant load set out in the B.C. Fire Code. The area, in square metres per person, is in Table 2.7.1.3., page 24 of the B.C. Fire Code under "assembly uses" as follows: Classrooms   1.85 m² School shops and vocational rooms 9.30 m² Laboratories in schools 4.60 m² Calculating the occupant load can be a bit tricky if you have posts or fixed furniture, but start by determining the gross area of your room in square metres, and divide it by the number of people (students and staff) in the room. A class of 30 students with one teacher and one special ed assistant would require 32 x 1.85 square metres. That’s 59.2 square metres. The occupant load might even be lowered, depending on the number of exits from the room and whether or not there is a sprinkler system. If you think there might be a violation, ask for confirmation. Place the matter on the agenda of the joint health and safety committee at your school. "What joint committee?" a teacher asked me on the phone. "The joint health and safety committee that every worksite in the province is required to have under the Workers Compensation Act if there are 20 or more workers on staff," I replied. "Does my principal know this?" the teacher asked. "That’s a really good question," I said, "because not only is there a requirement for a joint committee to exist, but there are also eight hours of training for each committee member per year stipulated in the act, and the principal or vice-principal would be a member of the committee as a representative of the employer. The reps of the support staff union would also be on that committee. So your principal should know." "What does the joint committee do?" "It has 10 duties and functions listed in Section 130 of the Act," I told the caller. "For example, identify situations that may be unhealthy or unsafe for workers and advise on effective systems for responding to those situations, and consider and expeditiously deal with complaints relating to the health and safety of workers." "Does my superintendent know?" "Undoubtedly, yes." "Oh! Hmm. Where can I get a copy of those rules?" "They’re in a book called Occupational Health & Safety Regulation, Book 1 published by the Workers’ Compensation Board. Every worksite in the province is required to have it. It is an 8.5"x11" paperback with a blue cover. It says ‘Worksafe’ at the top. Have you seen it at your school?" "No. I’ll ask my principal for it. I have a lot of reading to do!" Maybe class size is not your problem. Are you concerned about the air quality in your room? Report odd smells, dust, wood chips, moldy spots on the ceiling, dirty carpets, allergic reactions, or lack of fresh air to the joint committee. That’s right. The same joint committee that was mentioned before. An inspection, as required by the WCB, will usually identify the source of the discomfort. According to WCB Regulation 3.9, unsafe or harmful conditions found in the course of an inspection must be remedied without delay. Violence could be the topic that has you worried. Is your school’s violence risk assessment up to date? WCB reg. 4.28 requires that an assessment be done. Does everybody on staff know what it says? WCB reg. 4.30 states that the employer must inform workers who may be exposed to the risk of violence, of the nature and extent of the risk. Plans need to be in place for teachers and other staff who are dealing with students with a history of violence (yes, you have a right to know the history) or identified as potentially violent. That applies to violent parents, too. You should know in advance what the policy is on restraining students, how to get help, and when to involve the police. Is a telephone or intercom in your room? It is a topic for the joint committee. Is your problem not being resolved in a timely fashion by school personnel? Escalate. Has the district health and safety committee followed up on the reports of the worksite joint committee? Has the WCB done an inspection? Ask for details. Keep a paper trail. Ultimately, you have the right to refuse unsafe work, guaranteed in WCB reg. 3.12. Take political action. Telling parents that your school gets cleaned only every second day and that the nasty airborne pathogens, the slippery mess from the goose poop on the front stairs, or the stinky vomit on the floor may bother their children today, but that those situations will be cleaned up tomorrow, should raise eyebrows and start the telephones ringing at the school board office. Parents want children to be safe from illness and injury. Spread the word. Involve your staff rep, your local president, your trustees. "There’s so much to know," said my phone buddy. "How can I be expected to learn it all?" "Never fear. Help is available," I said reassuringly. "And you don’t have to remember everything, because there are books and binders for you to use as references. The BCTF, under the auspices of the WCB, offers the eight-hour training to members of joint committees, and the school boards pay for it. The BCTF also has health and safety workshops available in the School Union Rep Training (SURT) program. Ask your local president if training has taken place yet this year. Maybe you can be a part of it." Welcome to the new reality. Together we can make schools safer for our students and ourselves. We did it before, and we can do it again. Be safe out there. Maureen L. MacDonald is a BCTF health and safety officer. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/BargainingAndContracts.aspx?id=26068&printPage=true,BCTF > Setting the record straight: Challenging the myths perpetuated by BCPSEA in the media about BCTF Canadian teacher salary rankings  	Bargaining and contracts  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Bargaining & Collective Agreements > Bargaining 2011/12 > Research Strikes Back Setting the record straight: Challenging the myths perpetuated by BCPSEA in the media about BCTF Canadian teacher salary rankings  In a February 27, 2012 Globe and Mail online article, journalist Robert Matas provides an overview of BCTF Canadian teacher salary comparisons and quotes BCPSEA, who refer to BCTF salary comparisons as “less accurate” and “exaggerating”. This article includes a rebuttal by BCTF Research to each statement made by BCPSEA that misrepresents the methodology BCTF used to calculate Canadian teacher salary comparisons. For the record—Methodology used by BCTF to make teacher salary comparisons BCTF salary comparisons are evidence-based. Detailed data tables and methodology are described so readers can evaluate the validity of the comparisons. The rankings are based on the most current figures available (2011–12) extracted from teacher salary grids from the collective agreement (s) of each province and territory. For provinces where there are multiple local collective agreements, a sample was chosen from urban and rural areas of the province. Much time and effort was put into matching the qualifications, and these were cross-referenced with the Canadian Teachers’ Federation 2009 report Teacher Salary Scales to provide an external source of validation. BCPSEA: The Globe and Mail article states:   The association [BCPSEA] did a different comparison and found that BC teacher salaries ranked fourth across Canada, excluding the three northern territories. Its report entitled Teacher Compensation 2011, Context and Considerations dismissed the teachers' federation ranking as “a less accurate comparison.” BCTF rebuttal: The BCTF salary report 2011 Canadian teacher salary rankings: Provinces and territories shows how BC teacher salaries rank compared to the other provinces and territories, and also the ranking on provinces only (see table below). Both rankings are accurate, based on the methodology described at the beginning of this article. For the detailed tables on how these rankings are calculated, see pages 5 and 6 of the BCTF report 2011 Canadian teacher salary rankings: provinces and territories. The report is available at: http://www.bctf.ca/uploadedFiles/Public/Publications/ResearchReports/2011-TS-02.pdf   How BC teacher salaries rank compared to teachers in other provinces and territories in 2011–12    Provinces and territories  (out of 13)  Provinces only  (out of 10)  Category 5 minimum 11th 8th Category 5 maximum 9th 6th Category 6 minimum 12th 9th Category 6 maximum 11th 8th BCPSEA: The Globe and Mail article quotes BCPSEA as saying: The union did not compare salaries for the typical teacher in the largest category, and exaggerated the gaps between BC and other provinces, an official with the employers' association said Monday. BCTF rebuttal: BCTF compares the salary category of a BC teacher to the salary category of a teacher in another province with equivalent qualifications. This is consistent with the methodology used by the Canadian Teachers’ Federation (CTF) 2009 report Teacher Salary Scales, which BCPSEA included in their report. In fact, comparing BCTF 2011 and CTF 2009 teacher salary rankings shows that BC teacher salaries have fallen in the provincial rankings since 2008–09. BCPSEA manipulates the rankings by comparing the salary of a less-qualified teacher in Alberta, Saskatchewan, and Quebec (Category 4 equivalent) to the salary of a more-qualified teacher in BC and all other provinces (Category 5 equivalent). BCPSEA also uses out-dated figures. BCTF did not include salary comparisons for Category 4 because this group represents such a small proportion of BC teachers (less than 10%, according to BCPSEA data for 2009–10). But if BCTF were to do so, the relevant comparison group would be Category 4 minimum and maximum salary for BC teachers as compared to Category 4 equivalent qualifications in other provinces and territories.  BCPSEA: The Globe and Mail article goes on to quote BCPSEA as saying: The teachers used selective comparisons, looking mostly at cities such as Edmonton and Toronto, that paid teachers more than the provincial average, the association said. BCTF rebuttal: In fact, BCTF salary reports show salary differences for both urban and non-urban areas. Non-urban comparisons compare teacher salary grids for teachers in Prince George with teachers in Near North (ON), Lethbridge (AB), and New Brunswick (provincial grid). Pages 6 and 7 of the BCTF Research Report Teacher salary comparisons—Inter-city differences: 2010–11 and 2011–12 show detailed salary comparisons for non-urban areas. The report is available at: http://www.bctf.ca/uploadedFiles/Public/Publications/ResearchReports/2011-TS-03.pdf   Source for the Globe and Mail article:  Matas, Robert. “Crosscheck: How BC teachers rank in Canada,” Globe and Mail, February 27, 2012, http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/national/british-columbia/bc-politics/crosscheck-how-bc-teachers-rank-in-canada/article2352087/  Note: The Globe and Mail article includes links to BCPSEA and BCTF teacher salary reports.   )
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12710,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 1999 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 12, Number 2, October 1999 Poverty hampers learning Canada’s sad little secret: child poverty by Michael Scales There is a darker look in an assembly of students at my school than in an assembly in a richer neighbourhood. It comes from the clothes that are washed less frequently due to the cost and complications of taking them to the local laundromat. It comes from the clothes that are older since many of them are from the school’s free clothing exchange. It also comes from the tan complexions of the students. The tans are partially from the larger percentage of Hispanic and Aboriginal students, but also from the reality that these students have to play outside much more often than richer students since the apartments they live in are so small and so crowded. Of course, the smiles are just as bright, especially when they hear who won the free hamper of food or when they are enjoying a free breakfast. On a daily basis, at Douglas Park Community School, we come face to face with a sad little secret in Canada: childhood poverty. It’s thought that since we don’t have the movie version of poverty, with crippled children begging in the streets, we don’t have poverty, but that ignores the reality that Canada’s childhood poverty rate is officially a crippling 20.5%. One child in five lives below the low-income cut off (LICO) of Statistics Canada that is typically considered the poverty line for industrialized countries. Our rate of childhood poverty has steadily risen since 1981, when it was 15.1%. The United States is now the only other industrialized country with a higher rate of childhood poverty. Our children don’t beg on the streets because, as an industrialized country, we force their parents to beg in the welfare offices. The frustration with this secret is that the victims who are trapped in the cycle of family poverty are unwilling to talk about it. They know that their family’s poor nutrition affects school achievement and therefore their chances to get a good job. For some of the families at Douglas Park Community School, admitting that they are living below the poverty line only makes them feel more degraded and humiliated. They know our society blames the victims of poverty for their own misery. At my school in downtown Langley, which is in a suburb of Vancouver, we’re sensitive to this desire for secrecy. So we don’t tell many people that we discourage most of the typical classroom fundraising activities because the parents don’t have any extra money. We refer to the nearby low-rent apartments with the polite euphemism “inner-city funded neighbourhood.” We do receive “inner-city funds” from the Ministry for Children and Families to operate a free lunch program and an all-day Kindergarten. Unfortunately, the Ministry of Education does not supply additional “inner-city funds” to our school. Nonetheless, to meet the added needs of our students, our school has obtained a variety of community donations. The donations are used to provide such services as the YMCA Daycare, the Explorations Program, the Boy’s and Girl’s Club, the Big Buddy Program, and the Read-To-Me Volunteers. Needless to say, community donations have limitations. For example, we have one of the biggest supply expenditures in the district, partially because of our increased search for community donations and partially because many of those supplies are just taken by students to homes that can’t afford their own paper or pencils. Unfortunately, those added expenses, compensating for the neighbourhood poverty, are taken away from some other portion of our school’s budget. We do not get community donations for operating expenditures. The principal, of course, gets to make the Procrustean decision about which part of our bare-bones educational budget we don’t have to live with. Teaching in an impoverished neighbourhood is like being an orchid farmer in an acid rainforest. The beauty is getting harder to find. Our best efforts do not seem to be enough. At Douglas Park Community School, we have had to call on the assistance of many community partners and volunteers in downtown Langley to help us to provide for our students food, clothing, shelter, love, and a sense of belonging. Yet, even with the help of a great many friends, we still feel overwhelmed. So, like that farmer in the rainforest, we’d like people to see that our problems are a lot larger than the forest or the trees. Michael Scales teaches at Douglas Park Community School, in Langley. A video about the Douglas Park Community School, called The Spirit From Within, highlights many of the programs offered at the school. The video may be purchased from the school for $10. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=15622,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2008 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 20, Number 6, April 2008  Aboriginal education a working agreement in Comox Valley By Mary Lindsay As another school year winds down and the next one is in the works, families across the province consider changes that will impact where and how their children attend school. In the end, their decisions are crucial because basic education funding, as well as supplemental resources, are tied to student registrations; the former to numbers and the latter to kids. In the eyes of the Ministry of Education, certain kinds of student characteristics qualify for supplemental funding to promote equitable access to learning. Being Aboriginal falls into this special category and brings additional monies into a school district. Consequently, student registration in the BC public school system generally asks parents to voluntarily indicate if their child has Aboriginal ancestry—to check the box on the registration form, if applicable. However, what significance does this box of Aboriginal ancestry have? In SD 71 (Comox Valley), we are opening this box and seeing a web of relationships that supports a more holistic development of Aboriginal students. According to the Ministry of Education, its allocation of enhanced funding is intended to provide "culturally appropriate educational programs and services to support the success of Aboriginal students." As a result of this targeted funding, students in SD 71 have benefited from a variety of excellent and worthwhile initiatives such as Big House experiences, The Queneesh Project (a video and accompanying curriculum about a local legend), community cultural resources to schools, cultural presentations, as well as academic support from resource aides—strengthening Aboriginal identity and increasing non-Aboriginal students’ awareness. Still, the achievement of non-Aboriginal students, as indicated by enrolment in examinable secondary school courses and graduation rates, surpasses that of Aboriginal students. In special education categories, over-representation in behaviour programs and under-representation in the area of giftedness are ongoing concerns. These comparative data suggest that strategies of "indigenizing" the curriculum and deficit approaches to teaching are not as effective as anticipated in bringing about social and educational equity for Aboriginal learners. However, the Aboriginal Education Enhancement Agreement, another compensatory strategy initiated by the Ministry of Education, has been a more useful process to uncovering Aboriginal education. An Aboriginal Education Enhancement Agreement (EA) is a working agreement between the local Aboriginal community, a school district’s Board of Education, and the Ministry of Education. In setting forth a collaborative partnership in shared decision-making and specific goal setting, an EA is primarily intended to improve school success for Aboriginal learners. As part of the development of the first EA in SD 71 (October 2001), the representatives of the Aboriginal community as constituted by the Aboriginal Education Council (AEC) began to more publicly and collectively question the goals and processes of public education. They asked why so few Aboriginal children were selected for Challenge, the school district’s program for gifted students. Low numbers perpetuated perceptions of deficiency and inferiority when in a society giftedness, like intelligence, is a cultural construct. They are concepts built on characteristics esteemed by a particular culture. The AEC decided to support an inquiry into what the Comox Valley Aboriginal community valued in terms of giftedness. Being a diverse community, in itself, consisting of First Nations status and non-status, living on and off reserve, Métis and Inuit all residing on the traditional territory of K’ómoks First Nation, the gifts would represent characteristics and qualities esteemed by a blended cultural group unique to the Comox Valley. After two years of consultation with local Elders and community, the gifts of listening, storytelling, spiritness, leadership, and arts emerged. Subsequently, with the implementation of an Aboriginal Kindergarten in SD 71, these gifts were to find a more visible place in public education. Aboriginal Kindergarten is supplemental to regular Kindergarten and is supported through Ministry of Education funding for all-day Kindergarten. Aboriginal students are one of the focus populations. The explicit mandate of Aboriginal Kindergarten is to provide a "culturally appropriate" program but in some jurisdictions, a tacit agenda of early intervention may prevail. In SD 71, Aboriginal Kindergarten teacher Susan Leslie, saw her role and challenge in how to address the culture directive as her students come from diverse backgrounds and she, herself, is from the M’ikmaq Nation. Gifts served as a foundation from which a program would emanate and later could be elaborated on to incorporate the goals elicited from the second EA—sense of belonging including sense of place and identity, achievement and holism, Aboriginal culture/ traditional values and wisdom accessible for all students, and leadership. At the same time, collaborations with Aboriginal Head Start (AHS) grew. AHS, open in the Comox Valley since 1997, had already worked with SD 71 to make transitions from their program to regular Kindergarten as seamless and comfortable as possible. With the implementation of an Aboriginal Kindergarten program, many parents of AHS graduates elected to enrol their children in regular Kindergarten for the morning and have them attend Aboriginal Kindergarten in the afternoon. To further align AHS and Aboriginal Kindergarten, Elders have central and regular participation in Aboriginal Kindergarten. The Aboriginal Kindergarten program is now in its fourth year and will become a full-day program in September; merging regular and Aboriginal Kindergarten components. However, instead of the provincial Kindergarten curriculum being indigenized, the indigenous curriculum will host the provincial one. Beyond Kindergarten, Aboriginal learners feel welcome and are academically successful in contexts where educators have worked mainly within their own divisions: at elementary—early intervention; at secondary—Aboriginal humanities, role model and leadership programs, Ravens, and Nala’atsi Alternate Program. However, teachers in these programs are extending their learning communities. For instance, students from Aboriginal Humanities at the middle school engage with students in Aboriginal Kindergarten. Secondary students at Nala’atsi interact with Elders as the program is housed within the Wachaiy Friendship Centre. Encouraged and supported by the servant-leadership of Lynn Joseph, teachers are reaching out to disassemble conventional school boundaries and seeking more naturalistic learning relationships with other Aboriginal peoples both inside and outside the school system. By doing so, threads of Aboriginal education in SD 71—gifts, Aboriginal values, community goals, and relationships are seen and strengthened in connection to each other. Mary Lindsay is a professor, Malaspina University College and a retired Comox Valley teacher. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/mobile/NewTeachersHandbook/default.aspx?id=31859,BCTF New Teachers' Handbook  Toggle navigation New Teachers’ Handbook © 2014 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. Table of Contents Introduction President's message Setting the BC context Jobs and professsional responsibilities Professional Responsibility / Code of Ethics Standards for the Education, Competence... Beginning your career as a TTOC Tips for success Beginning your career as a classroom teacher Planning Classroom management Establishing a positive environment Teaching strategies / classroom complexity Learning resources Communicating with parents/guardians Students with special needs Working with education (teacher) assistants Preparing for a Teacher Teaching on Call Parent involvement in schools Working with volunteers Wellness—taking care of yourself How the BC Teachers’ Federation helps Others who can help Professional development (PD) Evaluation of teachers Resources Membership New Teachers’ Home BCTF Home Professional development (PD)  The purpose of professional development is to enhance student learning through socially responsible quality teaching. Teacher professional development is continuous, career long, and includes experiences that provide teachers with learning opportunities through programs, services and activities designed to enable members, individually or collectively, to enhance professional practice. As a professional you have a responsibility to keep abreast of new developments in education and to take part in ongoing professional development. As teachers, we need professional development because change is affecting all of us, our families, our work, and our communities. Change is a highly personal experience. It may involve new materials, new behaviours and practices, or new beliefs and understandings. Change in behaviours and beliefs are interactive. Change in practice frequently precedes change in beliefs and understandings. People’s attitudes to change differ. Responses to change might include the following: “This does not affect me because….” “How will this affect me or my students?” “Will I ever get it all organized?” “Who will help me?” “What are other people doing?” “I know something that will work even better!” Think about accepting and addressing our diverse individual concerns and pooling our strengths to support each other as we make changes. As active learners, teachers use PD days and other PD opportunities to keep on top of changes that affect their work with students (new curriculum, new technology, new ideas about teaching and learning, and different community needs). Skilled, enthusiastic teachers are key to maintaining the quality of education. Your local professional development chair is an invaluable resource as you balance a demanding new career with the need to be an active learner. You can access many professional development activities that are organized at various levels and times throughout the year. At the local level, professional development is governed by the collective agreement and local union policies. Throughout the province, there are a variety of methods by which local members are served. Central to all local union provisions is the recognition that the professional autonomy of members allows them to plan appropriate PD and to pursue their professional growth. All locals have a PD fund that you may access to attend conferences and participate in other professional development activities. The school may offer PD days on topics that come from the classroom experience of learning and teaching. Teachers decide individually and together the issues to address. They attend workshops and conferences, participate in mentoring programs, pursue self-directed professional development, and undertake other activities designed to enhance teaching and learning. Professional development is self-directed by teachers and includes classroom visits, co-operative planning, peer coaching, reading journals, action research, and study groups. Teacher inquiry is an increasingly popular form of professional development. Inquiry is a form of professional development that promotes deep, relevant, personal learning within a community of teaching professionals. Teacher inquiry supports teacher growth through reflection, collaborative conversation, and investigation into teaching practice. Action research groups, study groups, book study circles, conversation models, and dialogue on student work are examples of teacher inquiry. Collaborative teacher inquiry into a current teaching and learning question or dilemma underpins all models. The BCTF initiative, “Program for Quality Teaching: Teacher Inquiry,” provides groups of teachers with release time and facilitation to conduct an inquiry project. You can access information on inquiry through the BCTF website: bctf.ca/teacherinquiry. Teachers are in control of their own professional development. They are in the best position to decide what they need in order to enhance their practice. School or district administrators should not be directing teachers’ choices for professional development. These types of administrator-directed activities should be provided through the use of district funds and release time, not the professional development time and funds that are provided through the local collective agreement. School and district activities would be classified as “in-service.” The BCTF has developed workshops specifically designed by teachers, and facilitated by teacher facilitators. Contact your local PD chair if you are interested in attending one of these workshops bctf.ca/professionaldevelopment.aspx#workshops. PSAs are an excellent source of professional development. You may join one or more provincial specialist association, take part in the PD activities organized by them, and receive their publications bctf.ca/psas.aspx. New Teachers’ Conference  Since 1997, the BCTF has been hosting an annual New Teachers’ Conference. The two-day conference is a professional development opportunity designed specifically for teachers and teachers teaching on call in their first five (5) years of teaching. Student teachers are also invited. This conference is based on the core principle of effective professional development with experienced classroom teachers teaching colleagues what they know.  Be sure to contact your school PD representative and the local PD chairperson for further information about the range of PD opportunities available to you. A number of PD brochures and leaflets are also available. (See section on resources, pages 96–98.) The BCTF has a PD calendar online to inform members about conference opportunities: www.bctf.ca/PDcalendar. In-service training  In-service training is a little different from professional development, and the BCTF always differentiates between the two. When your district is bringing in a new math program, for example, it is in the employer's interest to train all the teachers so the effort is co-ordinated. Such training is in-service and should be provided by the employer. It should be held during your working hours, and it should not require the use of your professional development funding or time.   Professional development goes deeper; it refers to the learning you choose to help you grow as a person, a teacher, a professional. As in all other professions, PD should be teacher-directed and should be chosen thoughtfully with your professional needs and goals in mind. If you are asked to attend an event and you are unsure if it is in-service, contact your local president to discuss the situation. Professional development activities  In-service activities  Professional development assumes teaching is a profession with a focus on the development of expertise and is characterized by personal involvement of teachers and immediate relevance to the classroom. It is initiated by teachers rather than by outside sources and can be informal and take a variety of forms.  One-shot in-service workshops are not adequate. Professional development should be rooted in practice, research-based, collaborative, long-term, aimed at instructional improvement and is more effective in changing the classroom practices of teachers when a cohort or collective of teachers from a school department or grade are involved as a unit. Staff development should be voluntary rather than required. Professional development goals should emerge from the needs of the teachers.  Teachers need to have a say in what to learn and in the learning process in order to be motivated and committed to learn. In-service has a long history in education but is not always regarded with enthusiasm by teachers. In-service often is more for satisfying legal or managerial requirements and less for professional growth. In-service is often mandatory, formal, planned and scheduled by administration. In-service has been characterized as a “tell, sell and practice” format and a “sit and get” method where information presented by experts is not associated with changes in teacher practice. Adapted from Not Another In-Service. Amelia A. Jenkins, Jodi Yoshimura. Teaching Exceptional Children, Vol 42, No. 5, pp. 36–43. 2010.  Mentorship  Many school districts in British Columbia offer mentorship programs to support teachers new to the profession. These programs are invaluable for new teachers in providing collegial sharing and support, collaborative planning, non-evaluative observation and feedback. Mentorship at its best offers personalized support through a confidential trusting relationship and provides release days for mentoring partners or groups to meet together to work on the mentee’s identified goals and questions. Engaging in mentoring early in a teacher’s career has proven to build confidence for new teachers and accelerate the learning process. Mentoring relationships can also affirm the skills and capacities new teachers bring to the classroom, and provide time and opportunity to observe in the classrooms of colleagues. Be sure to inquire if a mentoring program is offered in the district to which you are applying, or have been hired. BCTF Declaration of Continuing Education—states the BCTF’s belief in the importance of professional development in the lives of teachers, and represents the collective professional opinion of members of the BCTF. It is based on values and principles that reflect a democratic perspective on public education and is intended to provide a provincial standard of continuing-education principles. It is the responsibility of the individual teacher to make a continuing effort to develop professionally.  Participation by teachers in professional development should be on a voluntary basis.  An effective needs assessment process should be the starting point of professional development. Planners of professional development should work as colleagues with the users in identification of needs, the planning of training, and the continuing tailoring of the activities to fit the members’ needs.  Professional development activities should include the growth of competence, collegiality, influence, social, personal development and health.  Effective professional development requires a commitment of adequate resources, time, and organizational support.  The individual teacher should be given the opportunity and the time to pursue her or his professional development objectives.  The organization and delivery of PD programs are most effectively achieved at the school staff level or with other intact groups.  Effective professional development activities incorporate presentation and discussion, demonstration or modeling, and practice with feedback.  Collegial support, on-site coaching, and ongoing support should be available to the individual teacher to allow for adequate internalization or behaviour change.  The idea of teachers teaching teachers should be promoted in the provision of professional development programs.  Professional development programs should incorporate a wide repertoire of teaching approaches, and no one professional development program should be viewed as a universal panacea for the improvement of instruction.  Ongoing teacher learning is an essential component of teacher professionalism. Teaching is a dynamic process responsive to constant change within our local communities and within the greater demographic, social, cultural and technological shifts within our society. Professional development opportunities provide different ways teachers can work both individually and collectively to make sense of their work within the dynamics of change and consider new research on teaching and learning. Have you signed up on to MyBCTF?  Our members-only secure portal is online at mybctf.ca  What’s in it for me?  timely bargaining updates interactive tools, including secure member-only discussion groups update your personal information easy registration for conferences information, articles, videos BCTF Advantage Program Sign on is easy!  At bctf.ca, click on “BCTF members only.” At BCTF member portal, click “first time here?” Enter BCTF six-digit member number (if known) or name, district number, and district employee number. Choose a password (and remember it). If you have a problem, call 604-871-2119 or 1-800-663-9163, local 2119, or email portal@bctf.ca. Previous Next)
(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/03/what-is-this-dispute-about-putting.html?showComment=1335507386050,Staffroom Confidential: What is this dispute about? Putting equity last, and corporations first Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Friday, March 23, 2012 What is this dispute about? Putting equity last, and corporations first Today's guest post is from Bruce McCloy, a teacher in New Westminster. Why is this current stand so important?  For those who are currently monitoring this public site on behalf of the government please read on as well.  I sincerely hope you learn something and, if we fail and this government gets what they want, with your help, I hope you can look students in the eyes in years to come and be able to say you were responsible for the mess you have created. Here is why I see this current fight as very important.  This is not about class size, class composition, a wage increase or extra help for special needs students.  While these are all very important they are dwarfed by a greater threat; the changing of our current educational system to one that caters less to equity and developing a good person to one that is squarely focused on market based principles and catering to an ever greedy corporate elite.  Teachers and government are on a crash course, fighting over, as Wendy Poole outlines, the vision and purpose of K-12 public education and the meaning of professionalism (see http://www.ucalgary.ca/iejll/vol11/poole).   Government is focused on a neo-liberal view of education, “conceptualiz[ing] education as a commodity to be bought by customers (students and parents) and sold by suppliers (schools and others). From a market perspective, schools are training grounds for future workers and consumers, as well a multi-billion dollar industry offering opportunities for profit. Efficiency, accountability for student outcomes (usually measured by standardized test scores and other measures like graduation rates), choice for parents (e.g., charter schools, vouchers, within-district school choice), privatization (e.g., public funding for private schools, user-pay fees, contracting with private firms to operate public schools, private-public partnerships for school construction, school-business partnerships), and attacks on teachers unions are hallmarks of neo-liberalism in education”. (see attached paper if you would like to read more).   This fight is about breaking the union in order to bring in a system that caters to only a few, and leaves the many others simply to be good workers. If we truly cared about students, and creating a better society, we would be modelling our system after Finland, rather than chasing the USA, UK and Australia downwards.  The end result of this current action by the BC government is to cut costs, break the union and make a statement to the voters that the current ruling Liberals deserve their vote in May 2013.  It has nothing to do with students.  For the differences in focus of the Finland system in comparison with the USA, UK and Australian systems review the attached paper, Neo-Liberalism in British Columbia Education and Teachers’ Union Resistance and the video found at http://www.abc.net.au/lateline/content/2012/s3441913.htm. Current OECD rankings have Canada slipping slightly behind Australia in reading (#8 compared to #7), still behind Finland at #4 but well ahead of the USA at #11 and the UK at #18.  Rankings in Math and Science have Canada far ahead of the USA, Australia and UK systems that the government are focused on reaching down to and still behind the ranking of Finland, a country that teachers are working to catch. Finland is ranked #2 in math, Canada #8, with Australia at #15, the UK at #21 and the USA being far behind at #32.  There are similar findings in Science with Finland at #2, Canada at #6, Australia at #12, the UK at #21 and the USA at #30.  The quality of our education does not matter to the current Liberal government; containing costs, and creating preferable market conditions do. Some sobering thoughts when contemplating this possible scenario. While increasing funding for schools from a 2002-2003 total of  $3.782 billion to a projected 2012-2013 total of $4.725 billion (making true governments claim that per-student funding has increased) the actual costs to districts have far outstripped this increase.  Most telling is the decrease in priority of education as a part of the provincial budget falling from 26% in 2002 – 2003 to a 15% in 2011 – 2012.  In 2002 – 2003 the total allocation envelope for education was $3.7 billion.  This accounted for 26% of the total provincial budget.  In 2012 – 2013 the projected total allocation envelope for education is $4.7 billion accounting for 15% of the total provincial budget.  If the 2002 – 2003 % of total provincial budget allocation held true today the total allocation of funds to education from the provincial budget for 2012 – 2013 would be $8.1 billion   providing for a further allocation of $3.4 billion on top of the $4.7 billion currently being provided.  The amount due to school districts for next year over and above what is being given is almost equal to the total amount provided to school districts in the 2002 – 2003 year.  It is not a situation of lack of funds, rather a change in priority for the government Board funds have long been frozen, all but 6 districts are currently in Funding Protection (meaning that they are working in a bankrupt state).  Board funds have been frozen for a further 3 years, leaving them with an accumulated $100 million shortfall this year alone.  The “easy cuts” to budgets have long been done leaving an impossible situation.  The overwhelming major cost to districts is teacher salaries, something that districts have been unable to change due to strict rules in the collective agreements.  Until now.  Changes in post and fill rules, class composition and numbers, evaluations and discipline procedures will make it  easier for boards to lower their salary costs by making life difficult for more expensive teachers to the point they will quit, removing more expensive teachers and filling their positions with cheaper less experienced teachers or with even cheaper non teachers.  The boards will sell the public on these changes b y offering perks that will have most forget the importance of teacher quality. The current government advertising focused on teacher salary and benefits (the BCTF is demanding a 15 per cent wage hike and other benefits that would cost $2 billion and raise taxes for BC families...) is allowing the government to keep attention away from the main changes they wish to see through the BC Education Plan.  This education plan provides the government with the route to the neo-liberal result that they wish to see, a result that will have us emulating the OECD rankings of the USA, UK and Australia in a very short time, leaving far behind the rankings we currently have and our hopes for reaching those of Finland.  This is because the government is not focused on providing an equitable education system. Or even focused on educating at a high level.  Rather, it is focused on creating a system that follows their neo-liberal beliefs.  The BC Education Plan is a guise (as is the current troubles on the labour front) to instituting these ideals: o While requests for feedback to the BC Education Plan is currently seen as a priority for government, the plan is all but written awaiting an appropriate time to roll out.  Current feedback will never be considered but provides the perception that it has been o BC Education Plan calls for personalized learning that will amount to students staying at home to work on their computers learning from an on-line master teacher.  Cheaper non-teachers will be available for students to submit assignments and pick up others, while tutoring (on-line and in person) will be available if necessary.  This change over has already begun.  The government is admitting that 700 special needs teachers that have been lost to the system have been replaced with 2100 new teaching assistants ... but no more teachers.  The $165 million Learning Improvement Fund will hire more teacher assistants ... but no more teachers. o Contract changes are necessary to enable this change to occur in our current system – changing hours of work, working conditions (class sizes can reach the hundreds) and making it easier to deal with teachers that disagree with the direction o Money will be saved on school buildings as only a few will be needed as regional meeting places – while the others can be sold as they are no longer required to service children o Standardized assessment will become easier as the teaching from the on-line Master teachers will be the same. o Large corporations will find a ready market for technology.  A quick look at those involved in developing the new BC Education Program indicate past and present members of the guiding committee including 20 members who belong to the corporate business community or with strong ties to this community and zero involved in public education in BC.  Those involved on the committee to restructure BC Education include Reg Bird, Vecima Networks, Don Mattrick, President, Interactive Entertainment Business, Microsoft Corp., Don Safnuk, President and CEO of Corporate Recruiters and Ralph Turfus, CEO, Arbutus Place Investments. o Creating a system dependent on technology will provide a ready market for both hardware and software manufacturers as well as internet providers.  On line needs will increase, allowing a market for sellers of data plans o Control of teacher Professional Development and new evaluation and “one-strike you are out” dismissal procedures will allow government to control what teachers learn and what they will teach in the classroom.  Government and corporate propaganda will be required to be taught, even if ethically unsettling, or a teacher will face dismissal. o Control of curriculum and standardization of what is taught will allow government to lessen the time many students stay in school, providing an opportunity for students to leave at the end of grade 10 (where 3 of our government exit exams currently are placed).   Students will be able to leave early for the workforce providing cheap (and undereducated) labour to be available during the week – something that is currently not readily available for most companies.  Seeing that these workers were encouraged to leave school at grade 10 they will later find that they do not have the required education to change occupations, therefore making them more likely to stay in lower paying jobs within the company that they currently work for. o With the education of children left in the hands of busy parents, and at home often with little guidance (especially in the secondary school years)  it is more likely that they lag behind and  have less motivation to finish beyond grade 10.  As well, earning money at an early age could be a great benefit to the family income as well as provide a greater source of disposable income at an earlier age – resulting in more purchasing power at a younger age. o Only those being educated in private schools (still in a traditional mode of providing education) or those with incredible self-discipline will have the skills to enter university – predominately leaving the rich to claim the higher level jobs and the less rich or less motivated to take up a new lower class working class. o With a larger number of workers available and a dismantling of trade union power, the minimum wage can once again be lowered, rights eroded allowing for more flexibility and higher profits for business owners.  As well, the numbers of the consumer class will increase, also allowing for further profits for corporations.   While we are busy fighting the current contract negotiations, which in themselves are important, the Liberal government has a far greater goal.  We find ourselves so busy with fighting the little things I fear we may miss the bigger picture and feel the pain of the onslaught (BC Education Plan) far before we see it coming and far later than we can do much about it.  I am reminded of a simple yet effective strategy we use to use in PE class when playing the game Murder Ball (in one of its many configurations).  If one was lucky enough to get two balls they often incorporated the following strategy – throw one ball high in the air.  As members of the other team watch the ball float slowly towards them the original thrower would throw the second ball hard , directly at the opponent, hitting them and getting them out. We see a similar strategy with the government – lob up the whole confrontation of contract negotiations, and, while teachers are busy looking at these, hit them hard with the educational changes you as a government actually want to implement. While current contract negotiations are very important and need to be dealt with quickly by teachers throughout the province, we need to be talking about and informing the public of the far greater threat that looms and is poised to hit in the very near future.  It is one that will find us sadly leaving any possibility of reaching the equitable system found in Finland (and along with it the high OECD rankings), leaving any possibility of maintaining our current standing in the world (as stated in the OECD rankings), and fervently chasing the lower scores of the USA, UK and Australia.  All in the name of creating a new culture of uneducated workers and consumers for a quickly growing corporate elite.   Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 12:02 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 10 comments: PierreMarch 23, 2012 at 10:07 PM Let's be careful with the easy Finland comparison! It turns out that their language is as easy as learning 1, 2, 3: their language is very phonetic. English is on the opposite side of the spectrum! If English could be modernized, it would be easier and faster to learn and easier to teach!ReplyDelete Replies PierreMarch 23, 2012 at 10:25 PM For those interested, there is more info at http://reforming-english.blogspot.ca/ .Delete D. BjornsonMarch 23, 2012 at 10:28 PM Perhaps! Who wouldn't have loved to only have had one spelling of there-their-they're! I'm not a language specialist, but people who I know that learn multiple languages at a young age, seem to do well in education overall. Perhaps learning an " easier" language straight off the bat puts one at a disadvantage. Personally, my money is on modeling our Ed system after a country in the top 5, not the top 20.Delete PierreMarch 25, 2012 at 10:18 PM Actually, learning an easier language is an advantage! HUGE! You should see how many struggle to DECODE! They are smart kids, but they cannot make sense of the code! SO, the real important learning is taking the back seat of learning a crazy spelling code that is ILLOGICAL because it is IRREGULAR! So, we are rewarding the kids who can memorize by rote all the intricacies of the language and slowing down the progress of those who look the logic in the language. I suspect this is why more boys are struggling in learning. It would be interesting to know how boys do in Commonwealth countries VS some other countries where the language is more logical (like Finnish). Making anything easier makes sense! Do you still want to go fetch the water at the river? I know there are people who believe that things have to be tough to be good. This is COMPLETELY COUNTER-INTUITIVE! And this is especially so because we are talking about the very element that underpins the learning of FAR more important concepts than learning how to decode!Delete Reply Kathy CouchMarch 25, 2012 at 9:11 PM Shouldn't others be modelling after us? We do very well in the world despite the efforts of our government.ReplyDelete Replies PierreMarch 25, 2012 at 10:24 PM What is insane now is how language has been introduced even in Math. Many programs are so language based. I mean before was not any better with 30 problems on the same notion, but if you cannot read the questions (the word problems), how can you show that you know how to do the math! That part is so backwards. Until, books are read by computers, I predict girls will do better in math soon! Not because they are necessarily better at math, but because they are better at reading. This is why Finnish do better in math tests as well, BTW. Other teaching pedagogy is in general much better. Again, English is creating all kinds of problems.Delete Reply Teacher's ToolboxApril 26, 2012 at 11:16 PM It is frustrating that public education is under attack again... still... continually... I have no words.... just anger and frustration!ReplyDelete Bruce McCloyApril 27, 2012 at 9:13 AM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Bruce McCloyApril 27, 2012 at 9:16 AM While the comparison to Finland may be simplistic in some ways - the bigger picture remains that philosophically we are better looking up and trying to model after a nation that has, as its basic belief, fairness to all. Sounds very opposite a neo-liberal approach to education. I like how Kathy put it "shouldn't others be modelling after us" - we need to remember what has put our system where it is - and expecting others to after us - we need to figure out what has made us successful (despite government interference) and make that our overall objective to keep and continue to pursue. While the Finnish system may have its flaws (what system doesn't)- I like it a whole lot more than chasing the No Child Left Behind US program that yesterdays announcement regarding changes to the School Act have us headed to.ReplyDelete Laura BApril 27, 2012 at 7:56 PM While it may seem to some like an easier task to change the entire English language than to change the agenda of the BC Liberals.... my money's on putting our efforts into political change and the proven success of strong education systems.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ▼  March (12) Bill 22 and Class Size/Class Composition BC Liberals: You reap what you sow... From public to private: a subtle path What is this dispute about? Putting equity last, a... Walk out pamphlet - arguments for full withdrawal ... Teachers debate a response to Bill 22 Lessons from the US - when unions don't strike to ... Lessons from history - legislation and illegal str... How do teachers defeat Bill 22? Critical thinking and Bill 22 - A teacher rebuts G... What is this strike about? A moving letter from a ... Public education - Christy: it's about equality ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141007,www.huffingtonpost.com,http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2010/02/19/andrew-joseph-stacks-suic_n_469811.html,Andrew Joseph Stack's Suicide Attack: Austin Plane Attack Victims Saved By Iraq War Vet View mobile site October 7, 2014 Edition: U.S. Show/Hide Brasil BR Canada CA Deutschland DE España ES France FR Italia IT 日本 (Japan) JP 한국 (Korea) KR Maghreb MG United Kingdom UK United States US Follow Newsletters Get HomepageNewsletters Email address Enter Email Address Huffington Post Search Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search iOS app Android app More Log in Create Account Notifications 0 $USERNAME Profile Settings Logout FRONT PAGE HuffPost Live Next Ferguson & The Threat Of State Violence Next SCOTUS To Rule On Prisoner's Beard Tomorrow 'Felony' Star Jai Courtney LIVE Tomorrow Author & Therapist Linda Carroll LIVE Tomorrow Macy Gray LIVE Go to Huffpost Live WATCH: It's Time For A 'Blood Moon' 2014-10-05 09:14:21 Can You Solve J.K. Rowling's Twitter Riddle? 2014-10-06 21:59:00 The Funniest Tweets From Parents This Week 2014-10-05 22:55:16 '7th Heaven' Star Reportedly Confesses To Child Molestation On Tape 2014-10-07 09:24:22 The Story Behind Sarah Silverman's Firing From ‘SNL' 2014-10-03 16:14:12 Watch Bill Maher And Ben Affleck Get Into A Heated Debate 2014-10-04 11:38:07 Target's Response To My Calling Out Their Girls' Clothing Problem 2014-10-02 17:34:05 Jennifer Lawrence Breaks Her Silence On Nude Photo Hack 2014-10-07 10:21:34 Here's How To Be A Perfect Couple Like Sheldon And Amy 2014-10-06 14:42:24 'Ebola Zombies' Are A Hoax In The Worst Possible Taste 2014-10-06 04:25:24 Ryan Phillippe Relives A Special Moment He Shared With Reese Witherspoon 2014-10-06 18:05:29 will.i.am Turns Jimmy Fallon's 'Ew!' Into Solid Gold 2014-10-07 00:14:44 How A Self-Described 'Blonde Tattooed Texas Girl' Became An ISIS Twitter Star 2014-10-03 19:22:38 Beyonce & Nicki Minaj Are Straight Up 'Flawless' In Paris Performance 2014-10-06 14:14:27 This Woman's Polyphonic Overtone Singing Sounds Alien 2014-10-05 10:01:57 Previous Story Next Story Andrew Joseph Stack's Suicide Attack: Austin Plane Attack Victims Saved By Iraq War Vet  | By By KELLEY SHANNON and JAY ROOT Posted: 04/21/2010 5:12 am EDT Updated: 05/25/2011 3:35 pm EDT Share Tweet Email Comment tumblr stumble reddit AUSTIN, Texas -- Robin De Haven was driving the company truck to a job when he saw something that didn't look right -- a small plane, flying extremely low over a heavily congested area of Austin. The 28-year-old Iraq war veteran recalled Friday how he then saw black smoke billowing from the glass building and rushed to the scene. There, where the plane had exploded into flames in a suicide attack fueled by anti-government hatred, De Haven found five people trapped on the second floor of the burning office housing Internal Revenue Service employees. "I wanted to go help," said De Haven, who works for a glass company. "I thought, 'I'm going to go ahead and do it.' I thought my boss would understand." Close  of   Photo By Mohammad Khursheed Photo By Mohammad Khursheed  Share  Tweet  ✖ Advertisement Share this ✖ close Current Slide He quickly hurled his 17-foot ladder onto the building, climbed up and went inside to help the workers escape. Authorities have credited stories of heroism like De Haven's for keeping the death toll so low in Thursday's crash. The pilot, Andrew Joseph Stack III, and one other person were killed when the software engineer fueled with rage against the IRS slammed his plane Thursday morning into the hulking Echelon 1 building. "When you look at the building, it's hard to say we were lucky, but we were," said Ernie Rodriguez of the Austin/Travis County EMS. He credited the actions of "many heroic" people who were at the scene. Stack, 53, apparently targeted the lower floors of the office building, where nearly 200 IRS employees worked. Thirteen people were injured and one remained hospitalized at an Army burn unit in San Antonio. Authorities have not identified the other person killed. But in a message to employees on Friday, IRS Commissioner Doug Shulman said the agency believes an IRS worker was killed, though he cautioned it hadn't been officially confirmed. "It has left many of them and their families anguished and traumatized and seeking answers as to why anyone would commit such a wanton act of violence and why anyone would take such cruel action against innocent men and women," Shulman said. In a ranting manifesto posted on a Web site, Stack lashed out at the government -- especially it's tax code -- claiming they robbed him of his savings and derailed his career. In the note, Stack says he realizes "violence not only is the answer, it is the only answer." U.S. law enforcement officials were trying to determine if Stack put anything in the plane to worsen the damage. One law enforcement official also said they were looking into whether a marital dispute precipitated the attack. All officials spoke on condition of anonymity because the investigation was ongoing. Six miles away from the charred office building, arson crews on Friday inspected Stack's home -- which he apparently set on fire before taking off Thursday from an airport 30 miles north. Across the street, a representative for his wife, Sheryl Stack, told reporters that she thanked her friends and family for their kindness. "Words cannot adequately express my sorrow or the sympathy I feel for everyone affected by this unimaginable tragedy," the statement read, adding there would be no further comment. The grandmother of Sheryl Stack's adolescent daughter said the family "had nothing" after the fire. "I was with her all day yesterday. How would you expect she is doing? She's totally distraught," Jacquelyn "Jackie" Mann said as she was rushing out the door Friday to bring the family clothes. In a suburb of Los Angeles, the husband of Joseph Stack's ex-wife said she was also distraught and unwilling to answer questions. Wiggs Mendoza said Ginger Stack only occasionally mentioned her former husband -- who she divorced in 1999 after 18 years of marriage -- but said he was a kind man who had deep affection for the children of her daughter from another marriage. In the Austin area, the IRS made counselors available to workers and extra security measures were being implemented, said Colleen M. Kelley, the head of the National Treasury Employees Union. She warned that federal tax employees and law enforcement officers were at an increased risk of being targeted by irate citizens. "It can be dangerous for federal workers to try to carry out their missions; still, they do because they know the public depends on them for vital services," she said in a statement. A glass workers union said Friday it wants to honor De Haven, the Army veteran, in Washington, D.C., while the company he works for said it has been flooded with phone calls and e-mails calling him a hero. De Haven said after he extended his ladder and climbed to the second floor, he realized his ladder was unsteady and he couldn't help people down. So, he said he climbed inside the building and helped find a better escape route. Once inside, he found four men and a woman trapped. De Haven said he and another man broke open a window with an iron rod and made their way to a lower ledge where the ladder would be more secure. "I don't feel like a hero," he said. "I was just trying to help." ___ Associated Press writers April Castro and Jim Vertuno in Austin; Michelle Roberts in Georgetown; Linda Stewart Ball, Danny Robbins, Jeff Carlton and John McFarland in Dallas; Devlin Barrett in Washington; Amy Forliti in Minneapolis; and Elliot Spagat in Hemet, Calif., contributed to this report, along with the AP News Research Center. More: Texas Taxes Irs Robin De Haven Veteran War Wire Austin Plane Attack Austin Andrew Joseph Stack Suggest a correction Around the Web Remains of 2 found after Austin plane crash - CNN.com Austin Plane Crash: Office Building Hit In Northwestern Austin ... Texas Plane Crash: Suicidal Pilot May Have Been Angry at IRS - ABC ... Austin plane crash targeted IRS, officials say / The Christian ... Austin Plane Crash Photos - CBS News Suggested For You FOLLOW HUFFPOST Email Email Address Options The Morning Email Homepage Get top stories and blog posts emailed to me each day.. Facebook HuffPost Twitter HuffPost Follow Homepage Follow Google Plus HuffPost Homepage RSS Most Popular on HuffPost Latest News All RSS / Feeds Phone Available on the App Store Android App on Google Play Get it at Blackberry App World Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search Advertise Log In Make HuffPost your Home Page RSS Careers FAQ User Agreement Privacy Comment Policy About Us About Our Ads Contact Us Copyright ©2014 TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. "The Huffington Post" is a registered trademark of TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. All rights reserved. Use this form to alert a HuffPost editor about a factual or typographical error in this story. Notify message * Required * * * What kind of error is this? Choose an option Factual or typographical Comment moderation problem Rights and permissions Other * What is the correction? 0 count Describe the error here (1,000 character limit) * Type the words below so we know you are not a cyborg Sign me up for The Morning Email Thank you!)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8696,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, Number 6, May/June 2004 Campbell visits Gold River by Nicole Veerman British Columbia’s Premier, Gordon Campbell, visited Gold River, March 25, 2004, on his "50-town tour." He told me that he organized this tour because when he had visited all these communities before the election he "noticed everyone had dreams about what they want to do. Everyone had a project for the future, something they were excited about, something they were pursuing." Campbell said that he wanted British Columbians to come back into that frame of mind. While stating all of this, he also talked of two types of communities that he has seen in the province: ones that "wish the world was the way it used to be" and ones that say "we are going to make the world the way we want it." Gold River, he said, is one of those ones that is going to make the world the way they want it. Although this was all nice to hear, Campbell used these compliments to avoid my questions. A mistake that I managed to make was telling Campbell that I plan on attending Okanagan University College, in Kelowna. After that, there was no way of getting around talking about the improvements being made at the KLO campus. When I commented on the increasing tuition fees and asked how he planned to change them, he said "We reduced tuition fees by 5% when we were first elected." Fees, however, have drastically increased in the last few years. As our interview carried on, I asked how he planned to make more jobs for B.C. young adults. Instead of answering my question directly he spoke to me about Spirit of 2010, which he said isn’t only about the Olympics but about "being the best that you can be." He continued by telling me about Picture BC, a project that helps the people of B.C. concentrate on the good things about our province. "This is my goal. Eventually you will watch a television thing from all of B.C., and you’ll see Gold River, or you’ll see a place in this part of the world that you immediately identify with, and you say "they get it!" As I listened to Campbell’s projects I automatically thought, "What a waste of money." Shouldn’t this money be going to the things that are suffering in British Columbia, for instance healthcare and education? By the end of the interview, I felt as though none of my questions had been answered in full detail, if at all; and I was convinced that Gordon Campbell was the best politician I will ever come to meet. Nicole Veerman, a Grade 12 student, wrote this piece for The Gold River Record, as part of her journalism course. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=17610,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 5, March 2009  Testing obsession challenged By David Denyer A recent working paper entitled “Raising education achievement and breaking the cycle of inequality in the United Kingdom” has just been released by the Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD). Even though the education system in the UK is swamped to a greater degree than ours with “targets” and “benchmarks” and heavy duty testing, the observations and conclusions are instructive as BC continues to head down a similar road. School choice is acknowledged to work only with a “well-informed and confident clientele” and that, along with other reasons, places children from lower socio-economic backgrounds at a disadvantage. “An emphasis on competition between schools also goes hand in hand with an emphasis on testing and targets.” In addition, other concerns are raised relating to the prevalence of testing, such as the risk that children are being “taught to the test” and that the focus on core subjects is leading to a narrower curriculum. Coupled with insufficient and inefficient funding, the system conspires to perpetuate inequality and does nothing to improve the quality of education. Recommendations centre on increasing support to early childhood education and addressing social and economic inequities through increased funding to be allocated where needed. Featured in a prominent position in the report is an item entitled “Lessons from Finland: The role of societal values.” Since the BCTF has in the past also referred to Finland as having an education system that we in BC would do well to emulate, the report is reproduced below. “Reduce the focus on testing and targets, and put more focus on supporting weak students and schools.” “Lessons from Finland: The role of societal values “Much of the Finnish success in education performance—Finland consistently performs the best in the PISA (OECD Programme for International Student Assessment) tests—can be attributed to Finland’s equality approach in comprehensive education, where standards are raised by lifting the many rather than by pushing a privileged few. There is no streaming in the system and the small variance in the PISA results can be traced back to the use of four different levels of potential intervention when pupils fall behind—by the teacher, school assistants, the special needs teacher, and the multidisciplinary teams including for example, a psychologist, a social worker, or someone from public housing services. Other factors that are considered to have a positive influence are the small size of schools, thorough teacher training, and low mobility of teachers and students (OECD, 2005b). “Interestingly, and unlike the United Kingdom, Finland places no emphasis on individual testing or measurement-driven accountability. Rather, as discussed in a recent case study report of Finnish School Leadership (Pont, Nusche and Hopkins, 2008) the high performance of Finnish schools is attributed to a strong commitment to, and widespread culture of, learning in school and society more widely. This culture of learning is reflected in the pervasive and increasing attention that educators pay to self-evaluation as a way to improve their schools. It is also supported by Finnish society, which has a high regard for education and for teachers; indeed, entry into teaching is demanding and highly competitive, with only 1 in 10 applicants being admitted. The public also supports the goal of the education system for there to be “no social exclusion… so that nobody is forgotten.” For schools suffering from failure and difficulty, the local authority tends not to focus on removing staff, exerting control, or imposing interventions but instead asks “What has gone wrong? How can we help the school?” The Finnish system does not advocate competitive choice between schools or order its schools in public performance rankings. The philosophy of Finnish school leadership training providers is that ‘all schools must be good enough and there is no reason to have elite schools and bad schools.’ “Given the important role of Finland’s distinctive social values that underpin the school system, it is not clear how easily Finland’s exceptional educational performance could be transferred to other countries, such as the United Kingdom. In this respect, one of the key lessons from Finland for other countries may be that successful and sustainable education reform cannot be undertaken alone but is directly linked to widespread social and economic reform.” – ECO/WKP(2008)41 For the full working paper, go to http://tinyurl.com/dxfmoq. David Denyer is assistant director, BCTF Communications & Campaigns Division and editor of Teacher Newsmagazine. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/mackenzie_moira/status/509220962970402816,Moira Mackenzie on Twitter: "Neutral 3rd party arbitration + courts = fastest, fairest way to get back to school.  Gvt an obstacle? #bcpoli #bced  http://t.co/CI4IRgIVgQ" টুইটার অনুসন্ধান অনুসন্ধান টুইটার খুঁজুন সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ ভাষা : বাংলা. हिन्दी Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন টুইটার-এ নতুন ? আজই যোগদান করুন » সাইন ইন করুন ফোন, ইমেল বা ব্যবহারকারীর নাম পাসওয়ার্ড সাইন ইন আমাকে মনে রাখুন পাসওয়ার্ড ভুলে গেছেন? ইতিমধ্যে আপনি কি টেক্সট বার্তার মাধ্যমে টুইটার ব্যবহার করছেন? অনুসরণ অনুসরণ করা কর্মসমূহ:অনুসরণ না করা অবরুদ্ধ অবরোধ মুক্ত মুলতুবি বাতিল Moira Mackenzie ‏ @mackenzie_moira ৯ সেপ্টেম্বর Neutral 3rd party arbitration + courts = fastest, fairest way to get back to school. Gvt an obstacle? #bcpoli #bced http://vancouver.24hrs.ca/2014/09/08/bc-premier-must-accept-arbitration … প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট পুনঃটুইটগুলি ১০ প্রিয় ৭ ১১:০৫ অপরাহ্ণ - ৮ সেপ্টেম্বর, ২০১৪ Moira Mackenzie থেকে কোন আপডেট মিস্ করবেন না © 2014 টুইটার সম্বন্ধে সহায়তা বিজ্ঞপ্তি তথ্য বন্ধ মিডিয়াটিকে চিহ্নিত করুন এটি ইতিমধ্যে সংবেদনশীল কন্টেন্ট ধারণকারী হিসাবে চিহ্নিত হয়েছে। পতাকা তুলুন এটি সম্ভাব্যরূপে অবৈধ বিষয়বস্তুর ধারণকারী হিসেবে। সমর্পণ করা বাতিল মিডিয়াকে চিহ্নিত করা সম্পর্কে আরো জানুন খারিজ বন্ধ পূর্ববর্তী পরবর্তী বন্ধ একজন ব্যক্তির প্রোফাইলে যান সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ বন্ধ আপনার অনুসরণকারীদের এই পুনঃটুইটটি পাঠাবেন? বাতিল পুনঃটুইট বন্ধ আপনি কি নিশ্চিত যে এই টুইট মুছে দিতে চান? বাতিল মুছে ফেলুন বন্ধ রোধ করন বাতিল রোধ করন আপনার টুইটসমুহে একটি অবস্থান যুক্ত করুন যখন একটি অবস্থানের সঙ্গে আপনার টুইট করেন, টুইটার সেই অবস্থান সংরক্ষণ করে। প্রত্যেক টুইটের আগে আপনি আপনার অবস্থান চালু / বন্ধ করতে পারেন, এবং যে কোনও সময় আপনি আপনার অবস্থানের ইতিহাস মুছে ফেলতে পারেন। আরো জানুন অবস্থান চালু করুন এখন নয় স্থান বন্ধ করুন বন্ধ প্রোফাইল সারসংক্ষেপ বন্ধ আপনার তালিকাসমূহ বন্ধ একটি নতুন তালিকা তৈরি করুন নাম তালিকা বিবরণ 100 অক্ষরের কম, ঐচ্ছিক তালিকাসমূহ:গোপনীয়তা সাধারণ · যে কেউ এই তালিকা অনুসরণ করতে পারেন ব্যক্তিগত · শুধুমাত্র আপনিই এই তালিকায় প্রবেশ করতে পারবেন তালিকা সংরক্ষণ করুন বন্ধ বন্ধ এই টুইট স্থাপিত কর আপনার নীচের ওয়েবসাইটে কোডটি অনুলিপি দ্বারা এই টুইট যোগ করুন * আরও জানুন হুম, সার্ভারে পৌঁছনোর একটি সমস্যা ছিল। পরে আবার চেষ্টা করবেন? প্রকৃত টুইট অন্তর্ভুক্ত করুন অন্তর্ভুক্ত মিডিয়া প্রাকদর্শন বন্ধ টুইটারে নিবন্ধন করুন টুইটারে নেই? নিবন্ধন করুন, আপনির পছন্দের বিষয়গুলির সাথে যুক্ত হন, এবং তাদের বিষয়ে হালনাগাদ পান। একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন » বন্ধ দুটি উপায় (প্রেরণ এবং গ্রহণ) শর্ট কোড: দেশ কোড গ্রাহকদের জন্য মার্কিন যুক্তরাষ্ট্র 40404 (যে কোন) কানাডা 21212 (যে কোন) যুক্তরাজ্য 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM হাইতি 40404 Digicel, Voila আয়ারল্যান্ড 51210 Vodafone, O2 ভারত 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance ইন্দোনেশিয়া 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » অন্য দেশসমুহের এসএসএস সংক্ষিপ্ত কোড দেখুন বন্ধ নিশ্চিতকরণ)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8776,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, Number 5, April 2004 Power to the people: Citizens’ Assembly by Allan Flemons In British Columbia’s 1996 provincial election, the Liberals won the popular vote but did not form government. As a result, their party platform leading up to the subsequent provincial election in 2001 promised a complete review of the electoral process. Although the Liberals won that election with 77 or 79 seats and 57% of the popular vote, they carried through on their platform promise. That is why, last fall, I received an invitation in the mail. I’d been randomly drawn as a potential candidate for the B.C. Citizens’ Assembly on Electoral Reform. I was to respond by a certain deadline or lose my opportunity. I usually respond to anything resembling junk mail by recycling, but for some reason I put that one aside. A week later, I took the time to read it and research it; then I put it aside again. Finally, on the deadline day and with family encouragement, I faxed the necessary reply, and the selection process started. Eventually I became New Westminster’s male representative on the B.C. Citizens’ Assembly on Electoral Reform. The assembly comprises 160 people: two First Nations representatives plus one male and one female randomly selected from each of the 79 electoral ridings of British Columbia. The assembly is to study electoral systems within a framework of converting election votes into seats (MLAs). If the assembly considers another system to be superior to the present "first past the post" system of elections, it will make a recommendation to the attorney general, who must act on that recommendation by including it as a referendum question for the May 17, 2005, provincial election. If voters approve the referendum, the government must act on the recommendation in time for the 2009 election. British Columbians may have a new electoral system—one recommended by a group of ordinary citizens! I’ve just completed the learning phase of the process, which involved meeting for a day and a half over each of six weekends between January and March. Participating in such a democratic process involving ordinary people from throughout B.C. in learning about electoral systems has been a unique experience. You can become involved, too. I want to draw your attention to our web site: www.citizensassembly.bc.ca. The site contains backgrounders, links to lesson aids, glossaries, etc. Anyone doing a unit on democracy, elections, government, communities, etc., will want to visit. I also want to draw your attention to the public discussion phase of the process. During May and June, assembly members will be holding lic meetings in 49 communities around the province. You can give input on the type of electoral system you want for our province. And you can have your students make presentations on what they want for their future. You don’t have to give a presentation to attend the lic hearing; you can also just observe. The sessions will be advertised in the local media, or you can check the web site. The hearings are a wonderful way for teachers and students to become part of history. We have not had electoral reform in this province for more than 100 years. Times may have changed, but our election processes haven’t. We are going to be part of that change. Imagine what the results could be-perhaps a government structure that responds to all citizens, or MLAs that are required to represent their ridings by having the courage to go against party lines, or governments that stick to election platforms, or voters that have confidence that their votes do count and make a difference. Nowhere in the world and at no time in history have ordinary citizens come together to work on electoral reform. Usually it’s government appointees, royal commissions, judicial councils, and the like. This process is truly significant. There is no government interference. The assembly’s recommendation must go to the citizens of this province for referendum. At that point, it’s power to the people. Whatever the result may be, it will be the right one. Allan Flemons teaches at D.W. Poppy Secondary School, Langley, and resides in New Westminster. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=26859&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > April 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 6, April 2012   Dear CHEKpoint  By Greg Murray   I just viewed your intermittent newscast of Susan Lambert’s press conference, after the BCTF Annual General Meeting, and I feel compelled to send an e-mail. With 35 years of teaching experience, having been an administrator and receiving the Prime Minister’s Award for teaching, I am considered as one of the best teachers in Canada (so I am told). With this experience comes a certain skill in recognizing learning needs in students. Having an honours degree in psychology has also been a tremendous benefit when dealing with the huge emotional demands being made by the students I teach. Every day I face a group of kids who are hungry (our school feeds 120 kids and parents every morning with our breakfast program), inappropriately dressed for the weather (no coats or water resistant shoes), lack of sleep (I have had kids go to the medical room and sleep because they were falling asleep in class), and who come with no supplies and homework incomplete because there is little support at home. There are also four (identified) children in my class with severe behaviour problems and several I am trying to get identified. This year, we have a part-time counsellor at our school who has been fully booked since day one in September and has a demanding need to service more kids but does not have the time. We are trying to get an additional counsellor. Good luck with that. Our local medical group VIHA (Vancouver Island Health Authority) states that “one in three” kids on the North Island have been molested by the time they get to Grade 5. Our local liquor store has the highest per capita liquor sales in the province of British Columbia. I no longer send homework home but deal with it at the school, at recess and lunch times, because the kids want to complete the work but can’t because difficulties exist between the school and home. At the present time, I have one special education worker who is assigned to my room, but not to one of the kids with special needs. You see, in our educational system, the kids with special needs generate some special needs funding but that funding does not necessarily go to the student who generated the funds. It can be arbitrarily designated to any student who the “managers” feel needs the help. I have had to deal with students with severe behaviour problems throughout my career as a teacher, who have been designated but have had no assistance in the classroom. As school begins each year, I have to line up with the other teachers and fight to get some assistance for the needs in my classroom. Sometimes I am successful, other times I have to deal with it on my own. Fortunately, as my experience grows and my psychology background provides additional skills, I have been able to deal with many of these kids to some degree of success. The problem here is that new teachers, fresh from university, do not possess the skills that are necessary to survive in the classroom today. Many of them do not survive. They quit within the first five years and seek alternate employment. Each year that I teach, I become more tired of having to fight for the kids that I teach. I am tired of asking for funding. I am tired of asking for supplies. I am tired of providing my own funds (over $1,000 last year alone) to support the needs of my classroom and give the kids a positive and meaningful learning experience. Even faced with these problems, I love my job. How many people in our world really enjoy going to work each day? When I face those kids every morning, they know that I am there for them. I see many of them more than their parents do. During our recent job action, I have seen more parents than I would normally see at the school. Lack of report cards has meant that the parents need to contact the teacher and find out how their kids are doing. I have the marks ready and have shared them with all who wanted to know. Our job action means no formal report cards. It never meant that we would not share results with the parents who wanted to know how their kids were doing. I have lost all confidence in our government “leaders.” I put “leaders” in parentheses because they are not leading. There is no honour in what they are doing. A contract is a document that is agreed upon by the parties concerned, is signed, and forms a framework from which to work. The present government has, literally, ripped portions of our contract out and has stated that it is now “the law” and that we must follow it. The BCTF fought this, in Supreme Court, and won the argument. The government was given a timeline to replace it but has thumbed its nose at the courts and inserted the same clause into Bill 22. This infuriates teachers, who are law-abiding citizens, but cannot abide a heavy-handed government who then says “it is a fair and equitable bill.” Does the general public not see what is happening here? The huge cuts to education over the last 10 years have resulted in a system that is just holding together. The teachers are trying their hardest to make it work but the government is now pointing the finger at the teachers as being responsible for the “learning deficits” and the lack of “technological expertise.” The government has an agenda that is aimed at privatizing the public schools. Wait. Before you negate this idea just listen. It has happened in the States. Look at the five Eastern States (starting with Florida) where the same votes and legislation were enacted. Charter schools (private schools run by a corporation) have actually “cohabitated” with public schools in the same building. The problem with charter schools is that they can ask problem kids to leave. The kids who leave go back to the public school system. Charter schools then look pretty good. I fully believe that this is the government’s plan. This is not far-fetched. It is happening in Wisconsin, New York, and other areas. Please check it out. After 35 years, I can retire tomorrow. I am waiting, however, until this fight is over. I am waiting until my profession can, once again, hold its head high. Never before has this profession faced such a diabolical plan. Never before has this profession been put, with its back against a wall, and had to face such an adversary. The government does NOT have the kids at its heart. The government is business-based and has only the money at heart. (I wish I had shares in the smart board company.) The slick ads that they are now airing (I wonder where that money came from?) talk about an education plan. It puts a spin on those greedy teachers who want more money. It is just spin. If this government had offered the teachers a zero increase and no contract stripping for a period of several years, the teachers would have, probably, gone for it. The offer was never made. The offer was never entertained. The offer was never real. This is not their plan. This government is dishonourable and deceitful. Why should we negotiate with a government that cannot be trusted?  Greg Murray, Eagle View Elementary School, Port Hardy   )
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(20141007,techcrunch.com,http://techcrunch.com/,TechCrunch - The latest technology news and information on startups Got a tip? Let us know. Menu Search News Channels Startups Mobile Gadgets Enterprise Social Europe Asia CrunchGov Trending Tinder NSA Android Google Microsoft Apple Twitter Facebook All Topics All Galleries TCTV Shows TCTV News CrunchWeek Fly Or Die Gadgets Incubated Inside Jobs One Lap TC Cribs All Shows All Videos Events TechCrunch Events Disrupt Crunchies Meetups International City Events Hackathon Hardware Battlefield News About Google I/O 2014 CES SXSW WWDC 2014 All Events Search TechCrunch Search TechCrunch Search CrunchBase Follow Us Facebook Twitter Google+ LinkedIn Youtube RSS Email More LinkedIn Youtube RSS Email Disrupt Europe Only 4 Days Left! Register Now & Save £300 on Disrupt Europe Tickets AOL Privacy Policy and Terms of Service Facebook Launches Its Mobile Ad Network by Josh Constine Apple Patents Flexible Display Input Methods by Darrell Etherington Announcing The Agenda For Disrupt Europe by Susan Hobbs Photos Show Payments Coming To FB Messenger by Josh Constine Latest Popular Belkin Breaks Its Routers Worldwide, Issues Temporary Fix 39 minutes ago by Matt Burns For some reason Belkin routers cannot connect to the Internet. Starting around midnight EDT, users took to Twitter en mass all pointing to their Belkin routers as the source of their connection woes. At 9:30am PDT Belkin acknowledged the issue and an hour later, issued a workaround. Belkin has yet to reveal the cause of the mass outage and the company did not respond to our request for… Read More Social Facebook’s Potential Anonymity Project Could Be A Tough Sell 49 minutes ago by Darrell Etherington A new Facebook app project might try to embrace the kind of anonymous sharing that we’ve seen on apps like Secret and Whisper, according to a new report by NYT’s Mike Isaac. The software would be a standalone application designed for mobile that wouldn’t require users to employ their real names, a policy FB enforces on its main social network. The app should arrive some time… Read More Tune In To TechCrunch Radio On Sirius XM 102 Indie Tonight 1 hour ago by Jordan Crook TechCrunch Radio Tuesday begins now. We’ll be back yet again tonight to discuss the goings on of the tech world on TechCrunch Radio on Sirius XM 102 Indie. HP is splitting the H from the P (not really, but they are definitely splitting into two separate companies), and Bitcoin had a weird week, so we’ll probably talk about that. We’re also slightly fascinated by the uptick… Read More Startups Israeli Startup Scene Thriving Despite Conflict 1 hour ago by Christine Magee Investments in Israeli startups climbed to near record highs in the third quarter, even as the country was in the throes of the worst violence it has seen in years. Venture investments in Israel-based companies have not only increased in number of deals – with a near 40% rise this quarter over last- but more than tripled the total amount invested in Q1 of 2014. And this doesn’t… Read More HAXLR8R Increases Seed Funding For Its Next Round Of Startups 1 hour ago by Kyle Russell Gadgets Division Furtive Introduces A Line Of Super-Secret High Tech Watches 1 hour ago by John Biggs As an International Man of Mystery I’m often parachuted into dangerous places where I only have my wits, my iPhone, my iPad Mini, my protein bars, my suitcase full of clothes, my special travel socks, my hair gel, my toothpaste, some magazines, and my Advil to protect me. Now I hope to have a Division Furtive Type 50 watch. Originally announced in 2012, these odd watches are a mix of low… Read More Warren Buffett Says Hillary Is Going To Run — And Win 2 hours ago by Sarah Buhr Warren Buffett told 400 of some of the world’s top women in leadership at the Fortune Most Powerful Women Summit in California today that Hillary Clinton will run for president in 2016. The Oracle from Omaha speculated in an on stage interview with his long-time friend and senior editor-at-large for Fortune, Carol Loomis, that Clinton will wait to announce her run as late as possible. Read More Hardware Battlefield Participants To Receive Exhibition Space At CES As They Compete For $50,000 2 hours ago by Matt Burns I’m very excited to announce that TechCrunch is now an official media partner at CES 2015, which means big things for our startup competition, Hardware Battlefield. Startups chosen to participate in Hardware Battlefield will now receive exhibition space free of charge in CES’ startup venue, Eureka Park. They will also receive four free exhibitor passes to CES. The winning… Read More Apps Scripps Acquires WeatherSphere, Publisher Of 3 Top 10 Weather Apps On iTunes 2 hours ago by Sarah Perez WeatherSphere, the company behind the #1 Paid weather application on iOS, and maker of three of the Top 10 Paid weather apps as well as three of the Top 20 Grossing weather apps, has been acquired by the E.W. Scripps Co. The portfolio of apps will live on following the deal’s closure, and will complement Scripps’ existing StormShield paid weather application. Term of the deal are… Read More Collaborative Consumption It’s Decision Day For Airbnb in San Francisco 3 hours ago by Kim-Mai Cutler Today, San Francisco’s board of supervisors is voting on how to legalize and regulate short-term rentals on platforms like Airbnb. It’s a critical moment for Airbnb because some of its most attractive and lucrative markets are in the world’s top-tier cities, many of which suffer from chronic housing shortages. San Francisco, which is currently embroiled in anti-eviction… Read More More news Advertisement Have a tip? Have a tip, pitch or guest column? Send us a tip. TechCrunch Daily Latest headlines delivered to you daily Subscribe to TechCrunch Daily Enter Email Address Subscribe TCTV Play Video iPhone 6 Plus | Fly or Die 2:33 Play Video Narrative’s Clip On Camera | One Lap Play Video Ticketfly’s Rocking Office Space More TCTV Advertisement eCommerce This Is The New Squarespace 3 hours ago by Jordan Crook Squarespace has just announced a brand new version of its product called Squarespace 7. Obviously, the interface of the service (which gives users a full suite of site publishing/e-commerce tools) looks quite a bit different, but it’s the new features that really add a lot of value. For instance, Squarespace 7 now offers a side-by-side view for the interface and the content, letting… Read More IBM’s Ginni Rometty Reveals Watson’s Future 3 hours ago by Sarah Buhr IBM CEO Ginni Rometty took to the stage at the Fortune Most Powerful Women Summit to showcase updated Watson technology. You may know Watson as the bot that beat humans on Jeopardy!. However, since that time, Big Blue has been improving the program in ways that could help the computer not just learn, but also reason, according to Rometty. Part of her reveal on stage was a new program… Read More Enterprise Microsoft To Hold Cloud Event In SF On October 20 With CEO Satya Nadella 3 hours ago by Alex Wilhelm Mark your calendars: Microsoft is coming to town. Again. On October 20, Microsoft’s cloud crew, including CEO Satya Nadella and its Azure boss, Scott Guthrie, will be in San Francisco to talk about the “cloud” and “Azure.” We don’t have much more than that at the moment, frustratingly. Microsoft is continuing its recent history of coming to the Bay Area, and… Read More Social Curation Platform Storify Gets A Redesign With Support For Group Collaboration 4 hours ago by Anthony Ha Storify, a service that allows users to curate tweets, photos, and other social media posts to create a coherent story, is getting a new design. More than just giving the product a new look, the redesign supports an important new feature — the ability for multiple journalists or other Storify users to collaborate on stories together. Apparently, Storify hasn’t really supported… Read More Developer Meteor Acquires YC Alum FathomDB For Its Development Platform 4 hours ago by Frederic Lardinois Meteor, a well-funded member of Heavybit’s stable of developer-centric startups, today announced that it has acquired FathomDB and its database technology. FathomDB was a Y Combinator startup that set out to build a fault-tolerant and scalable relational database service. The company was founded by Justin Santa Barbara, who will join Meteor and continue to work on FathomDB. The… Read More Startups Delighted Makes It Easy For Startups And Other Businesses To Collect Customer Feedback 5 hours ago by Anthony Ha Delighted, a startup that aims to help businesses collect and analyze customer feedback, is ready to move its product out of private beta testing and make it available to any customer. In addition, the company is announcing that it has raised funding (it won’t say how much) from Google Ventures, Shasta Ventures, SV Angel, Designer Fund, Fuel Capital, Relay Ventures, Ben Ling, Bobby… Read More Developer GitHub Partners With Digital Ocean, Unreal Engine, Others To Give Students Free Access To Developer Tools 5 hours ago by Frederic Lardinois Back in the days of shrink-wrapped software, students would often get huge discounts on expensive software packages like Adobe’s Creative Suite or Microsoft’s developer tools. But because almost every developer startup has now moved to a SaaS model, it’s become a bit harder to find student discounts. Read More Apps Polyvore Gets Personalized With A New iPhone App Featuring “Just For You” Style Suggestions 5 hours ago by Sarah Perez Style community Polyvore is out today with a new iPhone app which introduces personalization to the fashion-focused social shopping site for the first time. The app, which also received a visual makeover to present items in a cleaner, more streamlined format, now allows users to like and hide items from their feed in order to inform the algorithms that power a suggestions-filled… Read More Apps This Bluetooth-Enabled Temperature Tracker Will Tell You The Optimal Time For Baby-Making 5 hours ago by Sarah Buhr Husband and wife team Anna Mayer and Daniel Graf were both professionals in their early 30’s when they decided they wanted to start a family. However, that proved a lot more difficult than they thought it would be. So mountains of research, visits to experts and some trial and error later, they decided to apply their experience to technology, and Ovatemp, a fertility tracking app, was born. Read More Gadgets TinyScreen Lets You Put A Tiny Screen On It 5 hours ago by John Biggs Need to put a tiny screen on your tiny thing? Is it your life’s mission to play Flappy Bird on the smallest device possible? Do you have excellent vision? Then put a TinyScreen on it! This surprisingly clever little screen is about as big as a postage stamp and it works with the Tinyduino programmable board. The screen is small enough to fit into a watch casing and you can even use it… Read More More news CrunchBase Daily Latest fundings delivered to you daily Subscribe to CrunchBase Daily Enter Email Address Subscribe TechCrunch Events Disrupt Europe Hackathon 2014: London October 18 - 19, 2014 Buy Tickets Hardware Battlefield 2015 Las Vegas, NV: January 6 - 9, 2015 More Events Follow Our Writers Alexia Tsotsis Co-Editor of TechCrunch Twitter Facebook View full bio... Ryan Lawler Writer Twitter View full bio... John Biggs East Coast Editor of TechCrunch Twitter View full bio... Mike Butcher European Editor for TechCrunch Twitter View full bio... Matt Burns Senior Editor at TechCrunch Twitter View full bio... Matthew Panzarino Senior Editor at TechCrunch Twitter View full bio... Ingrid Lunden Reporter for TechCrunch Twitter View full bio... Kim-Mai Cutler Writer Twitter View full bio... Meet the whole staff CrunchBoard Job Listings Enterprise Database Manager Foundation Center Programmer Foundation Center Manager/Director of User Growth Figure 1 Software Engineer, Search Engine Optimization PayScale Program Manager, Search Engine Optimization Payscale More from CrunchBoard 1 2 3 ... 6,675 Next In Case You Missed It When Anna Met Jony Hardware Battlefield Is Returning To CES Amazon Launches WriteOn, A Crowd-Writing Site Tesla Motors' New D Back To The Magic With The Form 1+ Facebook Apologizes To LGBT Community #GapGate Widens Microsoft Announces Windows 10 Pebble Gets A Price Cut And Major Update Popcorn Time Finally Comes To iOS eBay And PayPal To Split BlackBerry To Get Weird With Smartphones Banana For Scale Garmin Vivosmart Review A Wearable Drone That Launches Off Your Wrist Advertisement TechCrunch News TCTV Events CrunchBase About Staff Contact Us Advertise With Us Send Us A Tip International China Europe Japan Follow TechCrunch Facebook Twitter Google+ LinkedIn Youtube Pinterest Tumblr Instagram StumbleUpon Feed TechCrunch Apps iOS Android Windows 8 Subscribe to TechCrunch Daily Latest headlines delivered to you daily Subscribe to <span class="no-mobile">Subscribe to </span>TechCrunch Daily Enter Email Address Subscribe © 2013-2014 AOL Inc. All rights reserved. Aol Tech Privacy Policy About Our Ads Anti Harassment Policy Terms of Service Powered by WordPress.com VIP Fonts by Follow Follow “TechCrunch” Get every new post delivered to your Inbox. Join 94,197 other followers Powered by WordPress.com)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=17086,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2008 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 3, November 2008  Economic failure and lack of accountability By Walter Trkla Gordon Campbell continues to use supply-side economic policies despite evidence that they don’t work. All political leaders strive to achieve full employment, price stability, and economic growth for their people. However, conservative economists and political leaders like Gordon Campbell in British Columbia argue that supply-side policies that provide incentives to business to produce goods work better in achieving these objectives than demand-side or Keynesian policies that increase the purchasing power of consumers. Both policies have the same objectives, but they attack economic problems from opposite ends. During the 1930’s depression, Roosevelt successfully used demand-sided economic policies, which some called socialism, to stimulate the economy. Some years later, Conservative politicians, starting with Thatcher in Britain and Reagan and Bush in America and currently Campbell in BC, have used supply-side policies with deregulation and privatization to try and achieve similar objectives. The corporate media in BC and other benefactors of these policies have supported this direction as the answer to the economic recession that they inherited and blamed on their predecessor rather than blaming the slump in the world markets that caused the recession in the first place. Post-Reagan governments, Conservative and Liberal, have continued with supply-side policies, and the effect on some parts of society has been detrimental. In The Struggle for Democracy, Ted Lowie, an expert on risk management, writes that this is a Conservative form of socialism. “It leaves profit to the private market but it socializes risk, which is in effect assumed by the government, which then spreads the cost across the backs of the taxpayer.” Philosophically the BC Liberals are selectively opposed to business subsidies, but what exactly are lower labour standards, attacks on union wages and benefits, reduction in forest harvesting standards, user-fee increases, and the monopoly rights to P3 companies, but subsidies to business through the back door? Protected by disclosure regulations, P3 companies, particularly in K–12 education, lack transparency since they are only accountable to shareholders and not the public. Supply-side policies, which have also been called the “trickle down” theory or “Reaganomics,” feed the production side of the market with incentives. These policies call for governments to stimulate the economy by significantly reducing taxes (primarily for higher-income individuals and businesses), lowering interest rates, restricting spending on social programs, and selling government services to the private sector. Government regulations, often designed to protect investors, workers, consumers, children, and the general public are eliminated to reduce business cost. But this often puts workers and the public at risk. For example, Campbell has changed the Employment Standards Act allowing children as young as 12 to work with no assurance that the child’s health, welfare, and education do not suffer. Campbell amended the Forest Practices Act, giving forest companies the right to self-regulate and report the quality and number of trees they cut. Recently, these same forest companies in the Kamloops region defrauded the government of 40 million dollars annually. The government agency that monitored forest practices exposed the fraud and forced them to repay the funds. That agency has been eliminated by Campbell because the forest companies, which partly financed his elections, lobbied for a free hand in timber harvesting. Milton Friedman, the father of Reaganomics, and disciples like Gordon Campbell, promote management of the economy by the “goodness of the entrepreneur” to effect growth and protect society. According to Reagan’s, Bush’s and Campbell’s economic advisors, low marginal tax rates on business would stimulate the economy, produce more goods, and employ more people and provide more revenue for governments through taxation. Most economists tell us that tax revenues fall when marginal tax rates are decreased. The logic of more revenue, they suggest, works as long as those who benefit from these policies reinvest their savings in the domestic market and as long as the “externalities” such as finance, environment, and safety standards, which impact all of us, are regulated. In most countries that follow supply-side economics, wealth is controlled by a small minority. In America, 20% of the population controls over 84% of the national wealth. In BC, 10% of the population controls over 54% of the wealth. When Campbell was elected, his tax cuts were supposed to create over 25,000 jobs. However, most economists suggest that only about 12,000 jobs were created because those who received the highest dollar benefit from the tax cut did not spend the saving in the province. Instead, they purchased big-ticket items such as foreign-made automobiles, took holidays outside of the province, and held offshore accounts. During the present American subprime-mortgage crisis, many well-off Canadians are using their excess revenue to purchase homes in Arizona and Nevada. Furthermore, the government’s neglect of education, health, and the environment has left the province with a shortage of skilled workers, overcrowded emergency rooms, and ongoing environmental degradation. As a result, the desired effect of the tax cut on the domestic economy was lost. In order to make up for the loss of revenue from the tax cuts, the governments of Canada and British Columbia have cut education budgets, medical services, arts and culture initiatives, and social welfare programs for children. These tax cuts have been neutralized by increased user fees on services, deregulation of the forest industry, and privatization of government-owned enterprises and services. For example, for a small initial financial benefit, the province has lost millions of dollars in perpetuity with the privatization of BC Hydro and BC Rail. When Campbell took office in 2001, he blamed the economic slowdown on the previous NDP administration when in reality the economic downturn was due to the loss of commodity markets in the Asian market meltdown. In the recent Vancouver by-elections, Campbell was crediting his policies for the recent economic boom, which in reality was fueled by the temporary return of high commodity prices and government spending. He blames the present recession on Wall Street rather than his supply-side policies and misplaced priorities that have left the province vulnerable to outside influences. As the election nears, Campbell uses the old line that the socialists caused the economic decline in the 1990s, and if elected now they will do it again. He hopes that the old fallacy will pay dividends one more time. Reagan deregulated the broadcasting industry facilitating two or three major corporations that support his policies to control the media. By this process, he eliminated criticism of his government. Similarly in BC, the media is concentrated in a handful of Campbell-friendly corporate entities, which seldom criticize his policies. For example, the David Basi and Bob Virk corruption trial, which links the inner circle in the premier’s office to fraud in the sale of BC Rail is ignored. Sell-off of our rivers and streams for private hydro development does not make the news. They are silent on the effect of students with special needs in the classroom and teacher burnout. First Nations roadblocks are front-page news, but not the elimination of programs designed to help the Aboriginal community move into mainstream society. The media should be outraged at the treatment of patients in privatized residential-care facilities designed to make profits for corporate shareholders—one of Campbell’s initiatives to transfer wealth to the private sector. With a ratio of one caregiver to 12 patients, staff in many private residential-care facilities are overworked, facilities are poorly cleaned, patients are bathed only once a week, standards are violated, and individuals are often left in sedentary conditions staring at blank walls. Reagan, Bush, Harper, and Campbell represent and support the large-scale conservative business elements and super-wealthy who view themselves as tax suppliers and the general populous who use government services as tax users. As a result of Campbell’s supply-side economic policies, the BC economy is in recession, and for that, he must be held accountable. He must be called to account and not allowed to reinvent reality or blame the Wall Street fiasco for his poor choices because his policies and priorities are similar to those of George Bush and those who should be in jail for creating the economic quagmire that shredders in New York are working overtime to hide. To stem the economic fallout and corruption during his presidency, Reagan used regulations “…the very hand of the federal government that…the supply-siders had tried for seven years to destroy.” Will Gordon Campbell take responsibility for his past mistakes and provide an economic plan that empowers each person, considers the welfare of the public equally, safeguards public assets in law for future generations, and offers natural justice for everyone? Unfortunately, judging from Campbell’s recent keynote address to BC Liberals in Whistler, he found it very easy and effective, particularly with an uninformed public, to play the “blame game.” Walter Trkla is a retired Kamloops teacher. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2014/05/when-is-lockout-not-lockout.html?showComment0751400994624584,Staffroom Confidential: When is a lockout not a lockout? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Saturday, May 24, 2014 When is a lockout not a lockout? On May 21st, the bargaining agent for the BC Government, BCPSEA, issued a "lockout" notice to the BC teachers' union, the BCTF. It claimed to be notification of a "partial" lockout. Amidst the confusion, what can we say about the letter, the lockout status, the intent of government, and the myriad questions the letter has raised? A lockout is permitted under the BC Labour Relations Code once a contract terminates and the two parties have reached impasse at bargaining. A lockout also requires a vote on the employer side because BCPSEA represents multiple employers (School Boards). Here are the relevant clauses: 61 (1) If 2 or more employers are engaged in the same dispute with their employees, a person must not declare or authorize a lockout and an employer must not lock out his or her employees until a vote as to whether to lock out has been taken by all the employers in accordance with the regulations, and a majority of those employers who vote have voted for a lockout. Voting requirements 39  (1) All voting directed by the board or by the minister under this Code and other votes held by a trade union or employers' organization of their respective members on a question of whether to strike or lock out, or whether to accept or ratify a proposed collective agreement, must be by secret ballot cast in such a manner that the person expressing a choice cannot be identified with the choice expressed. (2) The results of a vote referred to in subsection (1), including the number of ballots cast and the number of votes for, against or spoiled, must be made available to both (a) the members, and (b) the trade union and employer affected. (3) A vote referred to in subsection (1) must be conducted in accordance with the regulations. (4) If the board in its discretion directs that they may vote, the following persons are eligible to vote in a representation vote: (a) persons who at the time an application for certification was received by the board were not employees in the proposed unit but are employees in the unit at the time of the vote; (b) persons who at the time an application for decertification was received by the board were employees in the unit, but are not employees in the unit at the time of the vote. Our local union president asked our Board Chair if a vote had been taken and how our Trustees voted. She responded that no vote took place at the May 7th South Island Regional BCPSEA meeting. Did a vote take place some other time in some other location? Did BCPSEA inform the BCTF of such a vote, including the number of ballots case and number of votes for, against and spoiled? Not to my knowledge. Putting this issue aside, the next questions I have is, what exactly am I being locked out of? The letter gives direction that limit working hours and specifically prohibit work done at lunch time and recess, and before 45 minutes prior to instructional time and after 45 beyond instructional time. The letter argues that given that a teachers' day is 9.1 hours for the purposes of Employment Insurance, this constitutes a shortening of our working day. The letter also, however, exempts this restriction for all voluntary activities. Finally, it produces a short list of occasional activities that are not to be done, including professional development. If one agrees with the 9.1 hour day assumption, a teacher's day is now shortened to 7 hours (5 1/2 hours of instructional time plus the 45 minutes before and after). I, along with most teachers, do not have any of the listed activities scheduled next week, such as an in-service training or professional development activity. So the great looming question then is, what work are teachers not supposed to do? The basic paid components of a teacher's job are planning, instructing, marking/assessing/providing feedback, and reporting. Since instructional time is intact, the only logical conclusion is that we will be unable to perform some of these other tasks in the time allowed. And what is the impact of not planning, assessing, providing feedback and reporting? A diminished educational program - precisely the thing the government says won't happen. The last logical conundrum is this - if the reduced workday is the rationale for the wage roll back, exactly why were there two distinct wage roll back threats? 5% if we stop our rotating strikes, but 10% if we carry on. How is it that the government can on the one hand claim the wage roll back is for work not done, and at the same time say that the size of the wage roll back depends on our rotating strikes (for which we will automatically be docked a day's pay)? What does shine through from the government's letter and commentary is the purpose of the lockout. They want teachers to do all our work but not get all our pay. They want a lockout without a lockout. Or as one teacher said it on twitter - it's Schrödinger's lockout (@JCraig_sd45). Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 2:05 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 5 comments: Troylana MMay 24, 2014 at 6:36 PM excellent tara.....love the schrodinger's cat analysis....you made this clear as air for me!ReplyDelete C. WelchMay 24, 2014 at 10:02 PM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete C. WelchMay 24, 2014 at 10:10 PM Thanks Tara. This is one of the clearest summaries yet of the BCPSEA/Kafka screenplay. The last point has particularly bothered me. How can they tie a pay cut to days where I'm already losing full pay? It seems to me that Peter Cameron needs the lockout to appear real enough in order to justify a 10% cut, but not real enough to cause political problems for the government.ReplyDelete Ms. Raabe aka The RaabsterMay 26, 2014 at 9:19 PM Thanks for this summary! I will be sharing. Now I am hearing Sheldon Cooper's voice trying to untangle this... ;-)ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeMay 27, 2014 at 4:58 PM lolDelete Reply Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ▼  May (5) Why I'm on the picket line BC Teachers' Wage & Class size proposals: Myths & ... BC Teachers: Liability & the Lockout When is a lockout not a lockout? The ABCs of the teachers' fight ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=21541&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > September 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 23, Number 1, September 2010   “Innovation” meets standardized testing  By Larry Kuehn   Teachers finally appeared in the report produced by the Ministry of Education to cover its “accountability” for the performance of the education system in BC. You may recall that teachers were entirely missed out in the “Service Plan” issued with the provincial budget in February of 2010. After all, teachers have nothing to do with education service, as seen from the ministry. The good news is that teachers are finally mentioned. The bad news is that the only thing that the teachers of the province did to contribute to education in BC—as reported by the Ministry—was that “Standards [for the FSA tests] set by the Ministry are based on the recommendations of BC teachers.” That bit of propaganda is set in the midst of a lament that, “In 2010, only 83% of students participated [in the FSAs].” And it is set in the midst of a claim for the importance of the FSAs: “The FSA shows whether students are moving in the right direction at two critical points in their schooling; it can even help predict whether a student will complete school.” As if teachers could not do this based on the work that a student does throughout a school year, every year! The ministry laments that the FSA results have hit a plateau. But seeing a plateau in results should be something that can be compared over time, not just two years. However, the ministry has only two years of results that are based on comparable exams. In 2008–09, the timing of the test changed from May to February. Testing students at different times during the year will presumably have an impact on performance, unless one assumes that teaching has no impact at all. So how to move up from this supposed plateau. Two things are suggested. One is that “BC must now innovate to remain a world leader in education.” Hmmm. What kind of innovation? The report says the “Superintendents of achievement are working to spread the news of successful, innovative teaching practices from districts that are seeing successes.” Beside that sentence is a box promoting an innovation. And what is the innovation that is being touted? Catch this: It’s often thought that urban areas perform better than rural ones on standard tests, yet the northern district of Fort Nelson has the highest FSA reading scores in the province, with 92% of Grade 4 students meeting or exceeding expectations, compared to the provincial average of 67%. The district uses a structured reading program that assists all students to achieve age-appropriate reading levels on schedule. So it appears that we can expect the superintendents of achievement to be running around the province promoting some form of “structured reading program.” These superintendents are identified throughout the report as the ministry’s approach to ensuring accountability. Choice and flexibility  One of the key objectives set by the ministry is, “Meeting the specific educational needs of students and parents through choice and flexibility.” The performance measures for this goal are based on surveys of students and parents on whether they are “satisfied with the educational choices available to them.” For both students and parents, there was a drop from the previous year by a percentage point in those who were satisfied. The results fell even further behind the target set for increases in satisfaction. What is the problem here? The ministry thinks the problem might be in the survey, rather than the reality. They acknowledge “the number of parents taking the survey has continually dropped since 2002–03, which could prevent accurate reporting on the attitudes of all parents.” They seem to think that a structured sample might be more accurate than a volunteer census survey that not everyone takes part in. They must have missed the lesson at the Harper school of statistics. The main strategy for achieving an increase in “choice and flexibility” is the expansion of “high quality distributed learning choices, regardless of location.” The ministry seems not to have considered that dissatisfaction with choice may be a result of inadequate funding. Schools cannot offer the same choice and flexibility when there are cuts in staffing. And not everyone sees distributed learning as an adequate answer to choice and flexibility. Nowhere in the Service Plan Report is there any acknowledgement that “plateaus” and drops in survey results might be a function of a school system that has fewer and fewer resources to provide the level of service that we have provided in the past. Most of the limited media coverage of the report, when it was released, focused on the claim that “the Ministry is committed to exploring innovations in education to honour each student’s individual learning style and encourage each to explore and expand his or her unique talents.” Nice sentiment. We would all like to do that. How are we going to carry out these innovations when the resources are fewer and the only pedagogical approach promoted is a structured test preparation program? But the Olympics were great, the minister said: “Hosting the Games gave us the opportunity to showcase BC’s education system, showing other countries that our students’ achievement is comparable to the best in the world.” How did we do this? Sorry if you missed the standardized test downhill event that was a part of the Games. CBC didn’t televise it.  Larry Kuehn is director of the BCTF’s Research and Technology Division.  )
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/WorkArea/linkit.aspx?LinkIdentifier=id&ItemID=4980,Object moved Object moved to here.)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media last tweet "" @ - 12:00am Follow @ last post "" facebook/ - Jan 1st Like Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11306,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2001 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 14, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 2001  Where is the common sense in Gordon Campbell’s revolution? by Stephen Hume I wondered how long it would take for the new gang in Victoria to switch its attention from self-congratulatory pay raises and political patronage appointments to punishing the poor for the government’s economic blunders. Not long, it turned out, although I was surprised that a usually decent chap like Human Resources Minister Murray Coell would choose Thanksgiving to frighten the most marginalized and stigmatized among us. The weekend when we collectively celebrate the value of generosity hardly seemed an appropriate time for the government to announce it wants to chop 100,000 people from its income-assistance rolls. It was a mean-spirited bit of political theatre. What’s next, a "Bah! Humbug!" and pink slips on Christmas Eve for all those soon-to-be-redundant civil servants? According to Coell, the intention is positive: to build people’s self-esteem by putting an end to what he calls the "culture of entitlement"—that is, the misguided notion that those without means or ability have a right to expect basic sustenance from the state. Perhaps somebody will draw to his attention Article 25(1) of the International Declaration of Human Rights. It sets out the obligations of a government toward its citizens. Everyone has the right to food, clothing, housing, medical care, and necessary social services and the right to security in the event of unemployment or other lack of livelihood. It doesn’t say that this is a privilege that may be withheld by the government in order to coerce certain kinds of behaviour that fit its agenda for social engineering. It says basic sustenance is an entitlement. And the last time I looked, Canada’s signature was on that charter. Those civic obligations are reiterated in the United Nations Covenant on Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights. It clearly states that adequate food, clothing, housing, living conditions, and a basic standard of living are a right—not a conditional gratuity to be played with at the whim of the government. It, too, bears Canada’s signature. Apparently the "culture of entitlement" has more authority than Murray Coell thinks. In politics, as in comedy—in British Columbia they often seem indistinguishable—timing is everything. And the timing of the Liberals in picking Thanksgiving to announce that they intend to reduce the province’s $1.7-billion welfare costs by up to half showed either cruel bad taste or laughably poor judgment. I suspect the latter. The Liberals’ performance increasingly suggests that the emperor is wearing no clothes. These folks keep reciting the mantra that government should be run like a business. But what business rewards its managers with some of the highest wages in the country and pays a $1.5-billion dividend to its shareholders while running itself $6 billion into the hole? What business appoints the most bloated management team in its history, proposes to fire up to half the employees just after it’s launched a national hiring campaign, and then winds up dismembering the corporation because it can’t increase revenues? A totally incompetent business, that’s what. The first ominous sign came when the Liberals’ brainy economic adviser David Bond warned that given the softening economy, deep tax cuts were not fiscally prudent. Economic growth would not be sufficient to recover short-term revenue shortfalls, and the government would have to run deficits even larger than the worst of the NDP it once ridiculed for profligacy. Apparently deluded that their majority had something to do with their genius rather than the stupidity of the NDP, the Liberals dumped Bond’s ideas and barged ahead with cuts even deeper than those delivered by Ontario Premier Mike Harris in his "Common Sense Revolution." The problem is that B.C., with its dependence on volatile commodity market cycles, is not Ontario, with its stable domestic manufacturing base. And the economic conditions at the beginning of 2001 were far from those of l995. Ontario’s tax cuts came at the beginning of a boom—precisely when tax cuts should be made. B.C.’s cuts came when the economy was already signalling that it was headed for the tank—precisely when tax cuts most exacerbate revenue declines. Now it doesn’t take rocket science to track the U.S. leading index. All it takes is a computer terminal and a few minutes visiting the U.S. Conference Board’s web site. Yet even as the Liberals were ignoring Bond’s warnings, the U.S. leading index had been in decline for seven consecutive months. Job losses in the United States, which is a major B.C. market, were already climbing toward levels not seen for more than a decade before the terrorist attacks of September 11 blew a gaping hole in what was clearly a fragile economy. Next, just as the ever-pragmatic U.S. President George Bush is rediscovering the value of Keynesian economics and pouring $40 billion U.S. into stimulating his sagging economy and our own federal government is telling us it is our patriotic duty to spend, spend, spend, B.C.’s Liberals announce they would like to get rid of up to half the public-service jobs in the province. The last time I checked, B.C. and Ontario already employed the smallest number of provincial civil servants per capita—about 40% fewer than the average across Canada—and B.C.’s public employees take the smallest percentage of any provincial budget. So the proposed downsizing isn’t about productivity or efficiency, it’s about gutting the quality of service provided to the public in order to cover the government’s financial mismanagement. You can bet that there are no plans to chop almost half the cabinet posts, with their six-figure salaries, as the size of the civil service is slashed. Given the pall cast by the Liberals’ scorched-earth economic rhetoric, I don’t imagine too many of B.C.’s public servants will be doing their patriotic duty to stimulate the economy by purchasing a new car or spending much money in restaurants for the foreseeable future. Worry and uncertainty have that effect on people’s spending patterns. This kind of doom-and-gloom approach contributes to the downward spiral in the economy. I was out for dinner in Victoria last Saturday night at a restaurant that’s usually packed. At 8 p.m., my guest and I were the only ones in the place. The manager was waiting on tables, and the only other employee on duty was the chef. Just before my lonely dining experience, the boneheads now running the province were telling the thousands about to be laid off in the airline industry that there’s a plan to help them in B.C.—it’s called welfare. Of course, under Coell’s version of income assistance, if these unfortunate victims of the World Trade Center disaster don’t show that they’ve been making a reasonable effort to secure employment, their benefits will be discontinued. It’s all very well to talk about moving welfare recipients into jobs, but where are those jobs going to come from? Canada as a whole created 22,000 new jobs in September, and that was the first bright light following three consecutive months of job erosion. All the signals suggest that job losses will soon be back with a vengeance. For the Liberals’ magnanimous new plan for moving the poor from income assistance and into employment to succeed, B.C.’s economy alone will have to generate 100,000 new jobs over the next couple of years. Is anybody confident that’s likely to happen with a Liberal management plan that seems driven by Premier Gordon Campbell’s unthinking ideology rather than genuine common sense? – shume@islandnet.com Source: Reprinted with permission, The Vancouver Sun, October 13, 2001. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=26380,BCTF News Releases  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources   For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development News Release Archives 2014  2013  2012    2011 2010  2009  2008 2007  2006  Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2012 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  March 20, 2012 Teachers re-elect current leadership to carry on resistance to Bill 22  Burnaby teacher Susan Lambert has been re-elected for a third one-year term as president of the BC Teachers’ Federation. In addition, First Vice-president Jim Iker from Burns Lake and Second Vice-president Glen Hansman from Vancouver Elementary have also been re-elected to continue in their respective positions at the helm of the 41,000-member BCTF. Also elected to serve as members-at-large on the BCTF Executive Committee were: Mike Ball from Nanaimo, Joanna Larson from Prince Rupert, Denise Moffatt from Surrey, and Wendy Turner from Cranbrook. They will serve along with the other currently-sitting members: David Komljenovic from Kamloops, Terri Mooring from Quesnel, Paul Steer from Delta, and Chris Stewart from Vancouver Secondary. Together, these executive members are charged with leading the 41,000 public school teachers of BC through the tumultuous days and months to come, during which teachers will work in a variety of ways to resist Bill 22 and all of its negative implications for teachers, students and public education itself. “Since 2001, this government has brought in 20 pieces of legislation on education, and each and every one of them has made conditions worse in our schools and classrooms,” Lambert said. “Bill 22, however, is by far the most punitive and potentially damaging. It further strips teachers’ collective bargaining rights – almost certainly in violation once again of the Charter of Rights. Even worse, it will further erode teaching conditions and learning opportunities for children across the province.” MEDIA please note: Elements of BC teachers’ plan of action in resistance to Bill 22 will be released at a news conference to be held on Wednesday March 21, 2012 at 1:00 p.m. at the BCTF Building, 550 West 6th Avenue, Vancouver. For more information, please contact Nancy Knickerbocker, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-340-1959.   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=23276&printPage=true,BCTF News Releases  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2011 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  June 3, 2011 Will government respect the Supreme Court ruling? This is the question BC teachers are asking themselves after their second meeting with the government appointee charged with implementing the BC Supreme Court ruling which found Bills 27 and 28 to be unconstitutional and invalid. Susan Lambert, President of the BC Teachers’ Federation, said Friday’s meeting with Paul Straszak, president and CEO of the Public Sector Employers’ Council, was deeply disappointing because teachers expected good faith talks to reverse the damage done by the offending legislation. The bills, imposed in 2002, enabled the provincial government to strip class-size and composition guarantees from teachers’ contracts, eliminate more than 3,000 teaching positions, and cut at least $275 million from the education budget every year over the past decade. “We said government’s first obligation is to repeal the unconstitutional legislation, and its second obligation is to remove the financial straitjacket from school boards, restore the funding, and put in place the services kids need by next September,” Lambert said. “However, the government representatives would not commit to any changes that would improve teaching and learning conditions.” Lambert said teacher representatives received conflicting messages. Government says it “is interested in discharging its obligation,” yet continues to pursue the same policy objectives of “flexibility and choice” and would not rule out “corrective legislation” that would be the same or similar to the bills already found to be in violation of the Charter. “They don’t appear to have learned anything from the ruling,” Lambert said. “They continue to pursue cuts to the system when what we really need is significant reinvestment. Only by substantially increasing funding will school boards have the real flexibility they need to provide quality programming with a range of choices to meet the needs of all students.” Lambert emphasized that the BCTF is serious about securing positive change in classrooms, not participating in pro forma consultations that will only further erode students’ opportunities and teachers’ rights. -  30  - For more information, contact Nancy Knickerbocker, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell).)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=6932,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 7, May/June 2006 Sharing our skills in Southern Africa by Don Reader The teachers’ union in Namibia in Southern Africa has been an international partner of the BCTF for some 15 years. Since Namibia gained its independence from South Africa, BCTF training associates have worked with the largest teacher union, the Namibian National Teachers’ Union (NANTU). Sheila Pither and I have spent many months in Namibia over the last 12 years working with NANTU to develop and deliver training workshops, including spending a month in March and April of this year. As we know from our own experience, ongoing training is necessary as new people become union activists and the environment for union action changes. Namibia faces the additional problem of losing many of its members and activists to HIV/AIDS. On our most recent trip, as the plane swept in for a landing at Windhoek, we noticed something decidedly different from previous trips. This desert land of high savannas was green, not the usual sand and scrub trees. The rainy season usually lasts from December to February. However, this year it had started in December and was still going strong when we left in mid-April. While the land was now green and the desert in bloom, the unpaved roads were at worst impassable and bone shattering at best. The standing water meant a relentless struggle against mosquitoes. However, these conditions did not stop us doing what we had planned when NANTU asked us to come and do more training with their teachers. Namibia was scarred by the apartheid system imposed on society and schools by the old regime in South Africa. A lot of our training over the last 12 years has been in leadership, especially with the black teachers, who suffered much under the colonial government. On this trip, Sheila and I had been asked to do a week-long training with NANTU’s negotiating team. The Namibians are quick learners and react positively to the experiential learning model, so it is great to work with them. We also traveled to the outlying regions to do workshops with teachers who are union leaders in their schools. Both the Vancouver Elementary and Vancouver Secondary BCTF locals donated funds that we were to use to support needy schools or causes that could use a helping hand. We were pleased to find that a couple of the schools we have helped in past years are now functioning well. But, we found other schools where the situation was heartbreaking. One school, for example, has about 40 children crammed into small rooms built of sheet metal with very little furniture and no resources. After one of our workshops, one teacher asked how he could be concerned about ethics and grievances when his classroom was under a tree and he was worried about survival. When I look back over my years of involvement in Namibia, I see great progress overall in the public education system, but there is still much to be done, especially in the rural schools. I have made many fine friends in Namibia and value my experience there very much. I hope the BCTF will continue to foster the personal and professional relationship it has developed over the years with our Namibian colleagues. Don Reader is a retired teacher and BCTF training associate. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=21531,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > September 2010   Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 23, Number 1, September 2010     Advice on class-building process By George Popp  If it becomes clear during the class-building process that the employer has not provided enough classes for the school to stay within the class-size and composition standards in the School Act, teachers should inform the principal that they will continue to participate only if directed to do so. Arbitrator Dorsley states that participation by teachers and departments in class-building influences the principal’s opinion as to whether the class is appropriate for student learning. Principals have used teacher participation to justify their opinion that a class is appropriate for student learning. Participation in organizing oversize classes will make it very difficult for teachers in September consultations to object to or argue for a resolution for oversize classes, including classes with large numers of students needing extra assistance. Dorsey also warns against “platooning” or re-arrangmeents of students for instructional purposes to create oversize classes because it could als preclude them from pursuing a grievance. If teachers, counsellors, or department heads assist in creating classes that exceed the School Act standards for size or composition, they may be placing a barrier to the right of students and their teachers to classes that are educationally sound and truly appropriate for learning. Please consult the wallet-sized brochure, “What teachers need to know about class size and composition” that are available in your school.  – George Popp, BCTF Field Services Division   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Foster parents are ordinary people engaged in extraordinary acts of kindness. Join the team! http://t.co/6jUkcsOp6V" @Teresa_Wat - 04:31pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141006,globalnews.ca,http://globalnews.ca/tag/open-data/feed/,Open Data | News, Videos & Articles Your Region: National BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg On TV: Global National Sections National National sections Locals Local sections Watch Watch sections Search Canada Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released Sections Health Money Consumer Tech Entertainment Environment Science Lifestyle Sports Featured Canada World Politics Investigations Canada Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released Your Region National Change BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Health Money Consumer Tech Entertainment Environment Science Lifestyle Sports Jump to a Region National BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Man trying to reach Bermuda in inflatable bubble rescued by Coast Guard Schedule NowGlobal National 7:00pmEntertainment Tonight More Programs Global National The West Block 16x9 The Morning Show More Personalities Dawna Friesen Carolyn Jarvis Liza Fromer Tom Clark More News Major snowfall covers N. Manitoba Entertainment ‘Gone Girl’ wins weekend box office News Journalist with Ebola arrives at US hospital Canada Quebecor sells off Sun newspaper chain News Crowdfunded bus debuts in Toronto Entertainment Depardieu reveals past as escort, thief Canada MPs debate motion for airstrikes in Iraq Sports NBA extends television deals for 9 years Trending Maple Syrup Heist Hong Kong protests Iraq crisis Luka Magnotta Ebola outbreak enterovirus D68 Ukraine Retail Wars http://globalnews.ca/tag/open-data/"> Open Data Potholes July 29, 2014 3:01 pm Mapping Winnipeg’s pothole complaints By Peter Chura Anchor/Supervising Producer Where are Winnipeg’s potholes? We used the city’s open data portal to create an interactive map of pothole complaints made to the 311 phone service. Continue reading → Canada June 4, 2014 2:29 pm Harper government gets failing grade in freedom-of-information audit A new report on Canada’s freedom-of-information laws slams the federal government for its poor performance in making computer data public. Continue reading →   What is this? Branded content is written by or on behalf of our sponsor and not by Global News' editorial staff. If you'd like to learn more... What is this ? X What is this? Branded content is written by or on behalf of our sponsor and not by Global News' editorial staff. If you'd like to learn more... More stories below Canada March 28, 2014 7:00 am Federal open data opens doors for young entrepreneurs For 48 hours, more than 900 entrepreneurs, innovators and amateur developers combed though raw federal data. Their goal? Translating that information into an app for Canadians, with a chance to win $25,000. Continue reading → Canada June 7, 2013 10:36 am Open Data: Alberta oil spills 1975-2013 Download open data on over 61,000 spills from the oil and gas industry in Alberta here. Continue reading → Data Desk January 29, 2013 8:11 am Open Data: Bankruptcies in Canada Download raw data on Canadian bankruptcies here. Continue reading → Data Desk January 28, 2013 12:40 pm Open Data – Weapons Exports Download data on Canada’s weapons exports. Continue reading →   What is this? Branded content is written by or on behalf of our sponsor and not by Global News' editorial staff. If you'd like to learn more... What is this ? X What is this? Branded content is written by or on behalf of our sponsor and not by Global News' editorial staff. If you'd like to learn more... Data Desk January 28, 2013 5:16 pm Open Data: The Gardiner Expressway Read through thousands of pages of documents that describe all the issues with Toronto’s Gardiner Expressway. Continue reading → Data Desk July 3, 2012 11:15 am Open data – Vehicle recalls Download a copy of every vehicle recall in Canada since the 1970s. Continue reading → More stories below Global News June 5, 2012 6:51 am Open Data – Toronto Bees Download our data and find out where the bees are in Toronto. Continue reading → Data Desk April 25, 2012 11:20 am Open data: US border seizures Download and explore Global News’ data on US border seizures. Continue reading → Load More Popular Now Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released 20224 How does Ebola spread? 5 things you need to know 18659 Accused Madeleine McCann Twitter troll found dead 9985 Ebola: 5 reasons why an outbreak is highly unlikely in Canada 7298 UPDATE: What’s the best, cheapest Canadian cellphone plan out there? 5891 Featured Content Canada Ebola: 5 reasons why an outbreak is highly unlikely in Canada What are the chances of an Ebola outbreak taking off in Canada? It isn’t likely, according to experts. And here are a number of reasons why. Continue reading → Environment Are we in the midst of a mass extinction? There have been 5 mass extinctions — the loss of 75 per cent or more of the world’s species — in Earth’s history. Scientists now believe that we are at the early stages of the sixth. Continue reading → Health Lab-grown penises may soon be ‘ready for testing’ on humans Researchers in North Carolina say penises grown in laboratories could “soon be ready for human testing,” offering hope for men who have had traumatic injuries or penile cancer. Continue reading → Canada Meet Rachel Parent — the teen fighting for GMO labelling in Canada Rachel Parent is a 15-year-old activist. Her goal: mandatory labelling in Canada of all genetically modified organisms, or GMOs that are found as ingredients in food. Continue reading → Canada Abandoned puppies on the mend Twenty hungry, cold and flea-infested puppies found in a Saskatchewan field are now being nursed back to health at Battleford’s Humane Society. Continue reading → Science Everything you need to know about Wednesday’s lunar eclipse On Oct. 8, Canada will be treated to its second lunar eclipse of the year. Find out what you can expect. Continue reading → Canada Can homegrown food win the climate change war? Wondering what’s the single most effective way to combat climate change? Plant a garden. Continue reading → Canada 16×9: An investigation into illegal lumber Timber thieves are stealing wood from the Russian Far East, processing it in China and then shipping it to North America, a 16×9 investigation has found. Continue reading → Highlights Hounds of Parliament: As commuting cyclist and budget watchdog, Frechette must make his presence known Frechette draws a line distinguishing his personality as a cyclist and as the parliamentary budget officer. But surely there’s a parallel between the assertive man he is on a bike and in the role of PBO? Continue reading → Email alerts Sign up for FREE daily Globalnews.ca newsletters and breaking news alerts Email Address National Daily News National Breaking News By clicking on the submit button, I have read, understood and agreed to our privacy policy Twitter Follow globalnews 20 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews USA Swimming suspends #MichaelPhelps for 6 months glbn.ca/ClLU9 pic.twitter.com/nqC3dQ3NhL 20 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews Hillary Clinton: military action against ISIS “critical” and “essential” globalnews.ca/news/1600343/w… #cdnpoli 32 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews Boy left in car during church choir practice dies glbn.ca/ClKBB Jump to a Region BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Connect Facebook Twitter Google+ RSS Contact Us Global News About Us Privacy Policy Principles & Practices Terms & Conditions Copyright Shaw Media Advertise Open Data © Shaw Media Inc., 2014. All rights reserved. Follow Follow “Global News” Get every new post delivered to your Inbox. Join 3,820 other followers Powered by WordPress.com Shaw Connect Expand News Entertainment Entertainment Home Celebs Movies TV Music Living Lifestyle Food Home & Living Sports Money Tech Travel Breaktime Autos Watch TV Online All Sites Global Global News Food Network HGTV History Television Showcase Slice DTOUR ET Canada National Geographic Movietime Lifetime H2 DIY Action NG Wild Mystery IFC BBC Deja Vu Twist)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/issues/resources.aspx?id=10818,Teaching to Diversity resource inventory: Learning Assistance – Learners' Needs/Profiles  	Untitled Page  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Issues in Education > Inclusive Education > Teaching to Diversity Learning Assistance – Learners' Needs/Profiles BC Ministry of Education "Special Education Services, A Manual of Policies, Procedures and Guidelines" (The White Book) revised July 2006 When a classroom teacher notices that a student is struggling academically, socially, emotionally, etc, his/her first stop for is often the Learning Assistance Teacher (LAT). Data is collected through discussion and observation (classroom teacher/parent/LAT), informal and formal assessments, review of the student’s academic history, medical background, assistance by other specialists (e.g. Speech/Language pathologist, OT/PT, Counsellor, etc.) and previous assessments. The LAT then assists the classroom teacher in providing academic programming to help raise the academic performance of students who are not achieving their academic potential in the classroom. This may include providing strategies and/or materials that may be adapted or modified to help meet the student’s needs. When a student continues to struggle, the LAT, as part of the School-Based Team (SBT), will provide a link to the district support services. The classroom teacher and LAT along with other members of the SBT will meet to discuss strategies and “next steps”. These “next steps” may include identifying designation of the student within one of the Ministry of Education’s Special Needs categories (See Identification/Designation Process.) The goals of the Learning Assistance program are to: assist the classroom teacher in raising the academic performance of students who are not achieving their academic potential in the classroom; help improve the self-concept of such students by facilitating success in academic work; enhance academic personal growth of such students through coordination of other involved personnel at the school and district level; act as a resource person to provide assistance to classroom teachers and principals in dealing effectively with identified learning problems; provide services in the language of instruction; help organize, integrate and maintain services in the school and, as part of the school-based team, provide a major link with district support services. (SD # 23 Policies and Procedures: Section Five: Instructional Programs: “505 - Learning Assistance- 2002) Student Advocacy  Student Interview 1  Student Interview 2  Identification of Problems in Children checklist  From: "The Teacher and Recognition of Problems in Children" Jacob Schleichkornk, M.A., Journal of Learning Disabilities, Vol. 3, No. 8, Oct. 1972 Updated June 2011  About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2014/09/bc-teacher-strike-lessons-learned.html?showComment0751411340805593,Staffroom Confidential: BC Teacher strike - Lessons learned Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Saturday, September 20, 2014 BC Teacher strike - Lessons learned On the evening of the vote results, I found myself, with great difficulty, repeating the tried and true advice: "Don't mourn, organize." Because it is correct. There is much to do. And there are always setbacks and disappointments on the way to a better world. That said, it is also worth some analysis on the strike to guide the future. Here are my thoughts. Longest teacher strike in BC history Despite the outcome, perhaps the most incredible thing about this strike was the resolve of teachers. Although long strikes are more common in the private sector, for a public sector union this was a very long strike indeed. Three days of rotating strikes, followed by two weeks in June, followed by almost three weeks in September. Five weeks in total. This is more than double the length of the 2005 strike of two weeks. The length of the strike showed the depth of the resolve amongst teachers. Teachers understood clearly the severity of the issues at hand and the need for extended pressure in the context of a government that campaigned on and implements neo-liberal reforms. Teachers should be rightly proud of taking a stand and making a personal sacrifice to do so. And union leaders should take careful note that workers in British Columbia are willing to take action to stop concession bargaining and instead fight to win improvement. I hope we are at a historic breaking point from the thirty year concessionary bargaining of the North American labour movement. The length of the strike is also important for its knock on effect. Periods of history where labour makes gains are marked by frequent strikes and by more strike days. Not every one of these strikes results in victory. But the cumulative impact changes the balance of power. Employers get nervous if they believe the risk is high. And this in turn impacts the outcome of bargaining. The outcome I do not believe this strike was a victory. On the major issue, return of class size and composition limits, we failed. The Education Fund, as I've already noted, is a shell game. The money in will in short order be offset by increased costs to School Boards and stagnating per pupil funding. The "reopener" clause for government in the event of a court victory on our class size case will nullify potential gains from that win. The grievance settlement we paid for ourselves with the strike savings, relieving government from a potential liability and bargaining lever. On wages, the government did shift slightly. In spring they removed the requirement for sick day accumulation limits to pay for wages. They also shifted the timing to put more increases front loaded. But overall, the wages remain below inflation and so this is a concessionary contract in that respect. Teachers' buying power will go down over the life of the contract. The small increases to elementary preparation time are a genuine win, and this was a much better way to bargain the funds from the grievance settlement. These increases set a new standard in contract for elementary preparation time and this time is sorely needed. This is the only real improvement in working conditions in this contract. Teacher teaching on call (TTOC) per day rates increased for most TTOCs, but at the expense of those at the high end of the salary scale. This is probably overall a positive step, as there is a historic imbalance in the remuneration of teachers at the beginning and end of their careers. But it does come at the cost of experienced TTOCs who will pay for the change. Solidarity? Many teachers reluctantly voted yes because they felt a longer strike could significantly impact parent solidarity and the sympathy of the public. This may or may not be the case. Many vocal supporters were clear to indicate that support would continue regardless of the vote and that they were behind teachers in fighting for better classroom conditions. It is also the case that every public sector strike faces a conundrum - instead of monetary pressure on the employer, a strike creates public inconvenience. The widespread, organized support of parents and the continued support in polling was one of the great victories of this strike. This, more than anything else, pressured the government. The test now will be to ensure that the teacher/parent bonds that have been forged deepen and strengthen. Ultimately this will be required to win back smaller classes. Solidarity from organized labour is a more difficult assessment. It is first important to distinguish between the actions of the leadership of unions and the actions of individual members. Many individual union members showed great commitment. They came to our picket lines, they wrote letters, they rallied. Like parents, many actively organized in support. The labour leadership, five weeks into the strike, offered interest free loans to teachers and the BCTF. A few individual unions gave direct donations (notably Ontario teachers who donated $1,000,000). But the majority of the "support" came in the form of interest free loans. To me this is one of the tragic failures in this dispute, and a warning sign for workers in BC. While loans and donations are appreciated, what we need is collective pressure. BC now has a long and sad history of the union movement failing to step in with solidarity strikes when they are most needed. Two glaring examples stand out - long strikes by small private sector unions, such as the projectionists and now the IKEA workers, and public sector strikes. The failure of the BC Federation of Labour to mobilize with us is a continuation of the trend that sees joint labour action moribund. Nowhere was this more clear than during the "net zero" mandate, where there was so much reason for a joint coordinated response to a broad attack on public sector wages. Labour can and must work to support one another if we are to muster the strength needed to stop concession bargaining and regain what we have lost.  Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 10:32 AM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 5 comments: Angela WilliamSeptember 20, 2014 at 2:56 PM Victory is won not in miles but in inches. Win a little now, hold your ground, and later, win a little more. Louis L'Amour ReplyDelete Dan JardineSeptember 20, 2014 at 6:17 PM Astute and insightful, Tara. Thanks for this. ReplyDelete digeight TeacherSeptember 20, 2014 at 7:39 PM So what besides staying on strike was going to be a solution. ReplyDelete Replies Andre GuimondSeptember 21, 2014 at 5:23 PM Stay on strike -- AND pursue other strategies that would have increased the social costs to the government and their backers, to the point where they're compelled to give in. In my opinion, the union executive pursued a strategy (i.e. negotiations) that basically guaranteed that this was the best possible outcome. At no point did the executive ever say, "Look, negotiations can only take us so far, and the government can just hold out until we give in. So we need to do other things." Instead, they thought, as far as we can tell, "Negotiations are the only way. The law is in our favour. And if we don't negotiate, the courts might punish us." There were many other things we could have done: first and foremost, by making this a political issue. Connect the attack on public schools to the attack on the entire public sphere -- in fact, to the attack on the well-being of the general population. Make it about class. Connect the increasing of public funding of "private" schools to growing and obscene wealth and income inequality, also at public expense. Talk about the lack of unionization at private schools. Talk about the $40 as a voucher system; talk about New Orleans. Connect the attack on K-12 to exploding post-secondary tuition and debt. Make community control of education a priority. Talk about Chicago, the school occupations, the deep and cooperative links between teachers and parents. And so on, and so on... Those kinds of things rarely ever happened at the executive level, but there were certainly discussed on the picket lines and within some locals. And I don't just mean to blame the executive; they could have decided to pursue other strategies, clearly, but at the end of the day, we only have ourselves to blame. We could have done so much more, myself included, and I'll never forget that. And yet, again, it bears repeating -- don't mourn, organize!Delete Reply dpearcedSeptember 21, 2014 at 4:06 PM Tara Thank-you for being the voice of the the NO Vote. I would print off your articles and take them to picket lines. Many rank and file teachers agree with you. I think had the BCTF stayed out week or two longer we could have provoked a real crisis for the government. Courage and a clear analysis of how to fight and win is what is missing from BCTF and BCFed. Thanks again. ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ▼  September (9) Reflections on the BC Teacher Strike BC Teacher strike - Lessons learned Response to Sandy Garossino Will the Education Fund improve classroom conditio... Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Class composition: a human rights perspective Class size and composition - a short visual histor... Guest post - I WILL HOLD THE LINE Teachers - let your leadership know it is time to ... ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media last tweet "" @ - 12:00am Follow @ last post "" facebook/ - Jan 1st Like Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/SocialJustice.aspx?id=21354&printPage=true,BCTF > Antiracism resources  	BCTF Social Justice  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Social Justice > Issues > Antiracism Antiracism Resources (This section includes classroom strategies, handbooks, reference material, and background information.) Choose Your Voice  A free teacher's resource that empowers students to speak out against racism, anti-Semitism and discrimination of all forms. History of Racism in Canada  Useful information for classroom teachers who want students to learn about the history of racism in Canada against a variety of Canadian citizens. History of Racism Canada   Holocaust Resource Center  Making Space: Teaching for Diversity and Social Justice Throughout the K-12 Curriculum  This resource is designed to help K-12 teachers in virtually every subject area find ways to promote awareness and understanding of the diversity that exists within our society and support for the achievement of social justice for all people and groups. Myths about Hate Groups/Crimes, Canadian Anti-Racism Education and Research Society. Show racism the red card. Multicultural and antiracist education. Ten Ways to Educate for Anti-Racism and to Celebrate Diversity: Ideas for Teachers  How to create a culture within your classroom to support diversity and challenge racism. The Positive Images toolkit is an educational resource for teachers, youth workers and other educators to teach about migration and development.  United Nations Association in Canada   The UN Refugee Agency (Canada). Teachers' Corner. Ways to Challenge Racism  Suggested readings Hier, S.P., & Bolaria, B.S. (Eds.). (2007).  Race and racism in the 21st Century Canada: Continuity, complexity, and change. Peterborough, ON: Broadway Press. Moodley, K. (2000). Understanding the functions and forms of racism: Toward the development of promising practices. Education Canada, 40(1), 44-47. Nieto, Sonia. (2008). Affirming diversity: The sociopolitical context of multicultural education. New York: Allyn & Bacon Publishers. St. Denis, V. (2011). Silencing Aboriginal curricular content and perspectives through multiculturalism: “There are other children here.” Review of Education, Pedagogy and Cultural Studies, 33(4), 306-317.)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13818&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > April 1998 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 10, Number 6, April 1998 Project Freeze Lift by Paul Wood “Welcoming us into your school, your community, and your homes when we were cold and tired makes you people amazing! Welcoming us into your hearts makes you unforgettable!” writes Louise Dupuis, den mother to 76 high school students who, together with Bill Chan, Karen Rye, and Veronique Lemay, teacher chaperones, travelled out of the frozen south shore of Quebec to the warmth of Grand Forks during the ice storm of ’98. Emilie Belak, math teacher at Grand Forks Secondary School, felt she could no longer watch the news of the disastrous storm in the East without taking some action to help. She took her concerns and plan to the staff and Principal Doug Bryden. Together, they began their campaign. They postulated that students from the worst-hit regions back East could be air lifted here. They quickly convinced the local school board, and when the board’s minutes were broadcast the following morning, Cindy Munns, air dispatcher for forestry in Castlegar, heard their plight. With the approval of her supervisor, she contacted the minister of forests, in Victoria, for help to air transport the students. A few hours later, the MoF confirmed funds for the flights, and “Project Freeze Lift” was cleared for takeoff. But how to contact the East? Quebec was bound in darkness and cold in the aftermath of the ice storm that had destroyed power and phone lines. The offer was taken up by Gordon Rosenoff, principal of St. John’s School, at a candle-lit meeting in a shelter housing the residents of Saint-Jean-sur-Richelieu in Quebec’s hardest hit region. Students from his school and from Richelieu Valley, in McMasterville, responded affirmatively, and 80 seats were found, compliments of Canadian Airlines, Air Canada, and the B.C. Ministry of Forests. Seven hours later, on January 21, they landed in Kelowna. After consuming 80 supersize meals, compliments of McDonald’s, students and chaperones boarded a bus for warm homes and showers a mere three hours away. Following misty roads and narrowly missing a moose, the buses arrived to crowds of eagerly awaiting host families. Our guests attended school for two days, challenged their host teams to games of basketball, and toured local sights: the Doukhobor and city museums, the art gallery, the lumber mill, and the flour mill. They swam in the pool, downhill skied at Rossland’s Red Mountain by day and Phoenix by night, curled, tobogganed, hiked the lower Granby Trail, and generally had fun for the balance of their 10-day visit. During their stay, our visitors recalled their trials: nearly two weeks of trying to contend with ice so thick and heavy it was impossible to walk outdoors safely, with ice breaking free of those overhead utility lines still up. The Grand Forks streets, cleared of snow, provided an amazing contrast for them and they revelled in it. Host families were impressed by their well-mannered visitors. Consideration and appreciation of the host families was evidenced by the tears, on both sides, at the departure of the Quebec visitors. Aside from the national recognition Project Freeze Lift brought to Grand Forks, it showed what one person with a vision and the backing of a unified community can accomplish. The visit served as a metaphor for the Canada we hold in our hearts: a bilingual nation enriched by a blending of unique cultures challenged by geography and climate. We recognized that our sameness far outweighs our differences, and for 10 days we felt the unity or oneness as Canadians. Louise Dupuis, den mother and head chaperone, delivered a fitting farewell to the assembled guests at the final luncheon hosted at the Doukhobor community hall. “Hey Emilie, when you act upon a good idea, you really mean business! Project Freeze Lift really gives a whole new meaning to that old song, ‘You Light Up My Life.’ “I really am at a loss at how I can express the gratitude we feel for what you have done for us. We are still, after these 10 days, overwhelmed by your generosity. “Everyone in this community has gone out of their way not only to help us out but to make us feel like we belong! “Special thanks to all the families who took us in, to the amazing teachers and staff of GFSS, to vice-principals Maxine Ruzicka and Kevin Argue, whose organizational skills are out of this world, and to all the businesses who offered donations or welcomed our visits. “We’ve had one broken thumb, a sprained arm, a twisted knee and a bruised back, seven cases of mild to severe homesickness, one temper tantrum (and that was me!), a couple of hormonal overloads, and a few bouts with the flu. As well, we’ve had four reports of a rare condition dubbed ‘chaperone-fatigue syndrome,’ and we are nearing an outbreak of severe allergic reaction to media coverage. “But the most common affliction, which has affected all 78 of us, is a heart condition. Our hearts are just about to burst. They are all full of the love you have given us. Merci Beaucoup!” Paul Wood teaches at Grand Forks Secondary School, Grand Forks.)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11492&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 19, Number 5, March 2007 Teacher associations call for action on FSL teaching and learning Have you read the recent report on French-as-a-second-language (FSL) teaching and learning in Canada? The report presents the results of a national survey of the challenges faced by FSL teachers, a project jointly undertaken by the Canadian Association of Second Language Teachers (CASLT), the Canadian Teachers’ Federation (CTF), and the Canadian Association of Immersion Teachers (CAIT), and funded by the Department of Canadian Heritage. A total of 1,305 FSL teachers, representing all provinces and territories, completed a web-based questionnaire on their perceptions and opinions regarding teaching resources, other resources (e.g., classrooms, consultants, French-speaking support staff), support from key stakeholders, teaching conditions, and professional development opportunities. All four FSL program types currently available in Canada were represented in the sample: Core French (CF), French Immersion (FI), Extended French, and Intensive French. The questionnaire also asked teachers to provide information about themselves, their schools, their teaching experience, and their educational background. Responding FSL teachers were: predominantly female, distributed across FSL program types, geographically representative (except in the case of Quebec and BC), representative of a range of size of board and school, generally very experienced teachers, generally Anglophone, quite confident about their own abilities in French, and mostly from CF backgrounds. Findings This report presents the survey findings under the five main categories of questions: teaching resources, other resources, support from stakeholders, teaching conditions, and professional development. Overall, the majority of respondents considered commercial materials to be "poor" or "adequate" although CF teachers were more satisfied with these materials than FI teachers for whom few such materials exist, particularly materials representing Francophone culture. The quantity and quality of library resources, computer software and, community resources were considered as "poor" by the majority of respondents. With regard to other resources, more than 40% of the teachers report that a classroom dedicated to FSL and an FSL consultant to help them with their teaching are not available to them. Funding for activities, lack of French-speaking supply teachers, consultants for students with special needs, French-speaking non-teaching staff also concern the majority of teachers. However, the majority of the teachers report easy access to computers, the Internet, space for lesson preparation, and storage space. Most teachers perceived the community in which they teach to be the least supportive of their work, while school administration was perceived to be very supportive. CF teachers also report less support from parents and students. The majority of FSL teachers reported that teaching conditions (e.g., class size, special needs students, administrative duties) were slightly, or somewhat, manageable. It seems, however, that teachers found it difficult to interpret the differences between conditions that were "slightly," "somewhat," or "very" manageable, since "class diversity" was the challenge most often mentioned by teachers in answer to the open-ended questions. Most FSL teachers report participation in PD through discussions with colleagues, reading professional literature, and attendance at one workshop each year. It appears that some provinces, instead of providing routine workshops and conferences, have moved into electronic delivery of PD. Teachers suggest that funding, relevant topics, PD during school hours, and French-speaking supply teachers will make PD more accessible to them. Future directions Almost 40% of respondents have considered leaving FSL teaching. This obviously signals the need for a follow-up study to discover their reasons and the role sponsoring associations could play to reduce this number. Only 31.6% of respondents hold FSL specialist certificates. To what extent does this play a role in their ability to meet the challenges of FSL teaching and their future as FSL teachers? Sponsoring associations, in partnership with faculties of education, may be able to answer this question and ensure that faculty curricula reflect the resulting findings. Survey respondents were mainly experienced teachers. As a result, we know relatively little about recent graduates from faculties of education and whether they are better equipped to deal with the challenges awaiting them. A study of teachers during their first years of teaching (graduates of a representative sample of faculties of education in several provinces/territories) could answer this question. Again, the sponsoring associations could undertake such a study. Teachers expressed a need for PD to upgrade their language skills and learn about new FSL methodologies. The sponsoring associations could provide this PD. Teachers expressed the need for resources reflecting Francophone culture as well as library resources, computer software. In this case, too, the findings point to a clear role for the sponsoring associations. Negative attitudes toward French have been well documented in the literature and substantiated in our survey. The sponsoring associations could partner with the Office of the Commissioner of Official languages and Canadian Parents for French to improve the situation of the FSL teacher. The full report is available in English and French at: The Canadian Association of Second Language Teachers (CASLT), www.caslt.org, The Canadian Teachers’ Federation (CTF), www.ctf-fce.ca, The Canadian Association of Immersion Teachers (CAIT), www.acpi-cait.ca. Excerpted from the report’s executive summary. The researchers involved in the report are: Sharon Lapkin, University of Toronto; Alina MacFarlane, CASLT research officer; Larry Vandergrift, University of Ottawa.)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=10022,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 3, Jan./Feb. 2003 Readers write Dairy foundation selling products I find the advertisement for the free sampler CD-ROM from the B.C. Dairy Foundation in the Sept./Oct. 2002 issue of Teacher very interesting as the BCTF decries the growing influence of corporate influence in our public schools. The B.C. Dairy Foundation has been one of the most consistent corporate influences in our schools. Visit any public elementary school in B.C., and you will see that it has a virtual monopoly on nutrition education. As the ad says, "Leading the way in Nutrition Education for over 25 years!" Why does the B.C. Dairy Foundation provide this service? To sell its products to children and their parents. Period. Are dairy products nutritious? Well, certainly they contain vitamins and minerals. They are also devoid of fibre and generally high in fat and cholestorol (2% milk, for example, is approximately 50% fat by calories). The dairy industry’s treatment of animals is morally questionable at best, and reprehensible at worst. And current research into the causes of bone loss shows that excess animal protein (as found in dairy products) is the likely culprit, not a lack of calcium in the diet. Calcium is readily available in many non-animal foods. Teachers of nutrition: Don’t rely on information supplied by someone selling a product. Do your own research, and present a balanced, factual unit on nutrition to your students. Craig Bresett Langley Teacher exchange orientation Spread the word to any teachers who are itching for a new experience to come and hear what Carol Wilkins, the co-ordinator of the Canadian Education Exchange Foundation, has to say. On Saturday, March 1, 2003, 10:30 a.m. in the staffroom at 1627 Stelly’s X Road, Saanichton, she will provide all the necessary information to create a successful exchange experience. Recent returnees and some currently on exchange from elsewhere will share their highs and lows. To register, phone 250-652-0428, or e-mail roleregiro@pacificcoast.net. A nominal fee will be charged to help cover the cost of using a meeting room. Lennor Stieda Vancouver Island Exchange Teachers’ President Big Sisters’ study buddy program Are you an adult woman with teaching experience? Do you have desire to contribute to your community? If so, Big Sisters needs you! Big Sisters of B.C. Lower Mainland has launched an exciting new initiative called the Big Sisters Study Buddy program. The program matches Little Sisters between the ages of 7 and 17 years with volunteer tutors who assist them with their school work once a week for a minimum of three months. The Little Sisters in the program have demonstrated a need for extra help with their school work and could benefit from the one-on-one assistance the program offers. Study Buddy matches will be based on the needs of the student and the skills of the volunteer. If you are willing to commit a minimum of one hour a week for three months to tutor a Little Sister, please contact Shannon Goepel, Manager of Programs and Services, at 604-873-4525, ext. 307 or sgoepel@bigsisters.bc.ca, for more information. Imagination in education call for papers This is a call for papers for the first International Conference on Imagination in Education, to be held in Vancouver, July 16–19, 2003. Any questions or comments can be sent to the Imaginative Education Research Group (IERG), of Simon Fraser University, at ierg-ed@sfu.ca. The document is available at our conference web site, www.sfu.ca/conferences/ierg2003/. Learn more about IERG at www.ierg.net. Isabelle Eaton ieaton@sfu.ca, Simon Fraser University Failure to amalgamate costly British Columbia was one of several provinces across Canada to amalgamate school districts in the mid-1990s. Alone among the provincial unions, the BCTF refused to amalgamate locals, despite a constitutional requirement to do so, in the wake of school district amalgamation. In Ontario, Manitoba, Alberta, and the Maritime provinces, teacher unions quickly brought local structures into alignment with provincial structures. The failure to act for seven years has been costly to the Federation and its locals, both financially and in terms of member rights. The Federation continues to pay over $500,000 annually in release grants to multiple locals in single school districts. In one case, three local presidents are released in a single district! Impatient and uncomprehending of the existence of multiple locals in single districts, the Liberal government legislated the end to nine local collective agreements in January 2002. The "vaporization" of collective agreements cost members dearly in affected locals. The vast majority of members don’t know about this situation. If they did, they would be dismayed that the situation was not dealt with many years ago. Delegates to the 2003 AGM must come prepared to make difficult but necessary decisions to restructure BCTF locals along district lines. The resources being currently allocated to amalgamated locals should be redirected to priorities such as affiliation with the B.C. Federation of Labour, public relations campaigns, and other services to members. Kit Krieger West Vancouver Basketball with your doctor? Sandra Bourque, Richmond School Board chair, concludes, "When they have a good relationship with children [through extracurriculars], it improves the teaching and learning environment." (The Vancouver Sun, October 15, 2002) Eureka! I can improve my relationship with my doctor. "What’s up doc? How about a game of basketball?" Amabile Ranta Maple Ridge Thanks to BCTF We achieved a significant success in winning our Supreme Court of Canada case against the Surrey School Board for banning three books depicting children who have same gender parents. When I, together with my life partner, Peter Cook, launched and took on the financial responsibility for the case in 1997, we knew the journey would be long and arduous. No words can express the gratitude we feel for the boundless support and encouragement (both moral and financial) we have received from the Federation and its members. There were many dark days when we wondered whether we could keep up the struggle, but always the Federation was there when we needed it most. The Supreme Court’s decision affirms the importance of keeping public education equitable, accessible, and open to all, and that it is an institution in which there is no room for allowing the rights of any one person or group of persons to trump the rights of any other. Thank you, once again, for all you have done. Murray Warren Coquitlam Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/02/bcs-learning-incentives-fund-1-minute.html,Staffroom Confidential: BC's Learning Improvement Fund - 1 minute per student per day Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Wednesday, February 8, 2012 BC's Learning Improvement Fund - 1 minute per student per day The BC Ministry of Education has announced its "Learning Improvement Fund" via radio ads. Rather than put class sizes and class composition limits back into contract, and rather than reinstate teachers' ability to bargain working conditions, the government is setting up a fund to provide a paltry sum of additional money to supposedly address learning challenges. (And as an aside, it's not clear if it really is any additional money...the budget announcement for next year's funding is actually a 3% cut. It might just be re-purposing of money meaning cuts elsewhere.) When class size and composition limits were removed in 2002, the government took $275 million per year from education budgets. How much is the Learning Improvement Fund? $30 million next year. $65 million the year after, and $75 million the year after that. With 550,000 public school students in BC, what does this "improvement" look like? 27 cents per student per day, in year one. For a whole class of thirty students, this is just over $8. That would buy about half an hour of an educational assistant time, to serve all 30 students. That works out to 1 minute per student per day. In year two, two minutes a day. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 9:33 AM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 6 comments: Wendy TurnerFebruary 8, 2012 at 12:32 PM This is not compensation for the support they've (Liberal govt.) taken from students and teachers in the classroom. It's a slap in the face! Wendy TurnerReplyDelete James SanyshynFebruary 8, 2012 at 1:15 PM insulting, inadequate, ill-informed...... time to change government and get this fixed!ReplyDelete AnonymousFebruary 8, 2012 at 7:22 PM Hi Tara, Sorry to leave an unrelated comment, but I couldn’t find any contact info for you. I’m wondering if you’d be interested in a guest post. Please drop me an e-mail at garciaanthony39 at gmail dot com. Thanks! AnthonyReplyDelete Dale MorrisonFebruary 13, 2012 at 9:18 AM And on top of everything else how much has it cost the government to actually have these messages broadcast? More $$ wasted. Dale MorrisonReplyDelete Bob WilsonFebruary 13, 2012 at 10:50 AM Hi Tara, I just looked at the budget projection for SD 6 (Rocky Mountain). If enrollment stays constant, about 3300 students, the district will receive about $460K less in funding. If distribution of the $22.5 million COF next year (what's left after CUPE get $7.5 million as part of their settlement) is based on a per student amount, RMSD stands to gain between $113K to $127K, depending on whether private schools are included in the COF legislation. The legislated settlement proposed to remedy Bill 27 and 28 is not enough to offset a decade of cuts. It is not even enough to cover the coming year’s cuts.ReplyDelete BCMommyMarch 7, 2012 at 7:16 PM And so great that the first year's $30 million probably came from what they saved in paying us for the past three days we were on strike! Once again, we teachers are paying out of pocket for what they call 'improvements.' I bet Christy Clark is laughing her butt off at us all. She probably planned it to come to this all along. Teachers strike and pay the first year of a plan that they hope makes the government look good. Awesome. Claire SD 34ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ▼  February (11) BC Teachers' Day of Action: It's about priorities.... Rally to support teachers for a fair deal On a legislated contract and parents who care - on... Will the BC government agree to mediation to resol... Confusing differentiation with adverse discriminat... Are BC workers getting wage increases? Are Principals friends of public education? Negotiate, don't legislate BC's Learning Improvement Fund - 1 minute per stud... Go east, young teacher Kevin Falcon speaks the Liberal truth - serve the ... ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/IssuesInEducation.aspx?id=11542&printPage=true,Distributors of learning materials  	BCTF > Issues in Education  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Issues in Education > Inclusive Education > Teaching to Diversity Distributors of learning materials A B C D E F G H I J K  L M N O P Q  R  S T U  V  W  X  Y  Z   A   AGS - American Guidance –  http://www.pearsonschool.com/index.cfm?locator=PSZ1Ai (Assessment, Classroom management, Speech Language, Parenting, Test Prep) Artel Educational Resources – www.arteleducational.ca (Includes: Academic Therapy, Canter & Associates, Continental Press, Creative Teaching Press, Critical Thinking Press, Educational Design, Educators Publishing Service, Evan Moore, Frank Schaffer, Good Apple, High Noon, J. Weston Walch, Laubach Literacy, Learning Resources, Pro-Ed, Remedia Publications) B   Ballard and Tighe Publishers – www.ballard-tighe.com  Publishers of Language Learner Assessment Resources Box Cars and One Eyed Jacks – www.boxcarsandoneeyedjacks.com  BC Rep: John Morrow phone: 604-942-5835 fax: 604-941-1066 Bridges – www.bridges-canada.ca (Includes: augmentative communication software) BC Rep: Cindi Johnston e-mail: cindi@bridges-canada.com  C   Canadian Down Syndrome Society – www.cdss.ca  Core Learning Resources (Includes First Nations/Aboriginal Books) Terri and Ken Mack website: http://www.corelearningresources.com/    Council for Exceptional Children – www.cec.sped.org  Curriculum Associates – www.curriculumassociates.com  BC Rep: Barbara Fowler e-mail: blfowler@telus.net  D   Davies and Johnson Associates – www.daviesandjohnson.com Adapted / Modified materials for students having difficulty with written output.   Discovery Toys – www.discoverytoysinc.com  E   Educational Resources – www.educationalresources.com  (Software) Exceptional Resources – www.exceptionalresources.com (Autism Resources) Exclusive Educational Products – www.exclusiveeducational.ca  BC Rep: Barbara Fowler e-mail: blfowler@telus.net  F   Foothills Educational Materials - http://www.foothillseducation.ca/ e-mail: foothillsed@shaw.ca  G   Gage Education Publishing –  http://www.nelsonschoolcentral.com/ (Now Nelson Thomson Learning) H   Houghton Mifflin Harcourt– http://www.hmhco.com/at-school.html   Harris Communications Inc – www.harriscomm.com (Deaf and Hard of Hearing) Hawthorne Educational Services – www.hes-inc.com (Assessment and Intervention materials) BC Rep: Odin Books – www.odinbooks.ca  Hawthorn Educational Group BC Rep: Geoff Williams e-mail: geoffw@istar.ca  I   Insight Media – www.insightmediacentre.com (Special Furniture, Assistive Technology, Software, Learning Resources) J   James Stanfield – www.stanfield.com  L   Laubach Literacy Ontario – http://www.laubach-on.ca/   Lingui Systems – www.linguisystems.com  Louis Kool & Galt – www.louisekool.com  M   McGraw-Hill Ryerson – www.mcgrawhill.ca/school (Includes: Creative Publications, Jamestown, SRA, Wright Group)   Mind Resources – www.mindresources.com (Includes: Academic Therapy, Brookes Publishing, Creative Learning Press, Critical Thinking Company, High Noon Books, Incentive Publications, Instructional Fair, Perfection Learning Corp, Pro-Ed, Walch Publishers)   N   NASCO – www.eNASCO.com  National Geographic School Publishing – www.nationalgeographic.com/education  Ningwakwe Learning Press – www.ningwakwe.on.ca/ (Native Literacy Resources, First Nations materials) Novels on Tape Recordings – www.novelsontape.com  O   Odin Books – www.odinbooks.ca  P   PCI Educational – www.specialed.net  Pearson Education Canada – www.pearsoned.ca (Includes: Addison Wesley, Dale Seymour, Dominie Press, Dorling Kindersley, Ginn, Globe Fearon, Math Solutions Publications, Modern Curriculum Press, Prentice Hall) Portage & Main Press – www.portageandmainpress.com  The Psychological Corporation - http://www.psych.utoronto.ca/users/dgoldst/The%20Psychological%20Corporation,%20Canada.htm  PSYCAN – www.psycan.com  S   Scholastic Canada – www.scholastic.ca  BC Rep: Ailsa Howard e-mail: ailsa_howard@telus.net  Sopris –  http://www.soprislearning.com   Spectrum Educational Supplies (Includes AIMS Materials, Boxcars and One-Eyed Jacks, Creative Teaching Press, Marilyn Burns) 112 Durham St, New Westminster, BC V3L 1X1  P: 604-524-6571 Super Duper Publications – www.superduperinc.com  T   Teachers' Book Depository –  http://www.teachersbookdepository.com/  Thinking Publications – www.brijan.com  Thompson Nelson – www.nelson.com (Gage, Harcourt Canada Imprint, Houghton Mifflin, Irwin, Rigby, Steck Vaughn)   TouchMath – www.touchmath.com )
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=14110,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 1997 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 9, Number 4, Jan./Feb. 1997 Addressing Student Differences We have submitted to the Ministry of Education, Skills and Training a brief responding to its document, "Addressing Student Differences." The brief also was included in our mailing to schools at the end of December. In the brief, we encourage the government to provide a means for developing a practical method to explore possibilities for meeting different student needs and improving inclusivity in our classrooms. We call for: support for teachers in the form of pre-service and in-service programs that assist teachers in meeting the needs of students who cannot meet established learning outcomes. funding for the BCTF to develop a professional development site project to research, pilot, and assess approaches to addressing student differences. ongoing support for teachers to accommodate student differences. the beginning of a consultative process to identify the learning outcomes of the Integrated Resource Packages that are considered core and those that are optional. an expansion of the number and type of courses applicable to the Dogwood. amending student reporting regulations to provide for reporting about student progress in modified courses in the same manner as other courses. the elimination of the "In Progress" reporting symbol. The following articles explore, from different points of view, the topic of addressing student differences. Modified curriculum in English language arts--No by Sylvia Jones Modified curriculum, like religion and politics, should never be discussed in polite society. The mere suggestion that modified classes should be avoided can cause havoc with collegiality in a staff room. In spite of this, the B.C. Teachers of English Language Arts, in its response to the ministry paper "Addressing Student Differences," recommended that there should be no modified courses in Grades K­10 in English language arts. All students, whatever their ability, must have opportunity to attempt the comprehensive learning outcomes in the K-12 Language Arts curriculum, and students in modified classes are denied this access. Unlike many subjects, most of the English curriculum is accessible to most students. In the reading strand, the levels of understanding differ widely, but with supportive teaching techniques and appropriate intervention, the vast majority of students can participate in the lesson. In the writing strand, levels of attainment also show marked differences, but most students can accomplish something. Unlike math or modern languages, the English curriculum is not sequential, so mastery of one component aspect is not essential for mastering the next. There are problems about which students get channelled into modified courses and questions about how effectively such courses help students. Consider three characteristic students whose writing was discussed during a professional development activity. We read Susan's description of her hero and acknowledge that it had an opening, a body, and a conclusion. However, Susan wrote in undifferentiated simple sentences, using a very limited vocabulary and little punctuation. She integrated only a few of the points she had brainstormed with her group into her very short written product. Sound familiar? Peter's account of his family history in Vietnam was sensitively written and had a strong narrative with detailed description, but many of his structures were not recognizably English. Mary showed insight and fluency in her preliminary notes, but, as usual, life got in the way and she did not complete the assignment, so she is failing the course. All these students are in a regular Grade 9 class. One of the teachers in the discussion commented that such low-achieving students would be in a modified class in her school because they do not meet the standards required for Grade 9. She believed they would get the help they needed in the slower pace of the modified class. Would they be better served? It is critically important that Susan, who has low attainment in her first language, English, take part in discussions about work to be done and books to be read. In her regular class, she was part of a heterogeneous group of students who prepared for the writing assignment about heroes by reading together and discussing the attributes of a hero. This helped Susan do her written work, and upon completion, she was able to see examples of good writing as she read other students' work. In a modified class, Susan would have been denied such learning opportunities. A modified class is completely inappropriate for Peter, who is showing aptitude in language, even though he is still unfamiliar with normal English structures. In the regular class, he benefits in the same way as Susan; in addition, he has the opportunity to grapple with concepts discussed in the regular classroom that would not be aired in a modified class. Mary's problem is motivation, and placing her in a modified class would not meet her needs. Susan, Peter, and Mary need more than a good regular English course. They need interventions of various kinds, or they may well "get lost" and give up. They need different interventions because their problems in English are different. Putting them all in a modified group would not help them. Best practice around the province provides many ways of ensuring one-to-one and small-group support to help these students learn in the regular class. With careful planning by English teachers, together with skills teachers, teachers of students with special needs, English learning centre teachers and counsellors, identified students can get help with their English course work. Peer tutoring, after school homework drop-in, and volunteer mentors are all ways of getting the extra help. Some students need more time for the core subjects so that they have more than three hours of English studies a week. Much work has been done in other jurisdictions on differentiation, which is individual intervention with students while they study the regular courses. We need professional development in intervention to improve reading and writing. Given intervention and support, a regular class provides the best learning context for slower achieving students in English. Sylvia Jones, past president of the B.C. Teachers of English Language Arts, teaches at Templeton Secondary School, Vancouver. Differentiated mathematics curriculum in B.C.--Yes by Garry Phillips Mathematics teachers in B.C. regard as troublesome the assumptions in Addressing Student Differences: Setting a Direction, Discussion Guide, Ministry of Education, September 1996. The assumptions, in part, state that the educational needs of all students can be met through a common provincial curriculum K­10, and that all students can achieve the learning outcomes prescribed in the provincial curriculum. These statements do not take into account the increasing diversity among the learners in our classrooms. A wide range of influences work together to influence school classrooms: for example, the dramatic change in population demographics with the addition of offshore students, ESL students, and single and multiple working parent families. The many simultaneous conditions that exist within our schools create a diversity teachers have difficulty addressing through simple adaptation of existing materials and practices. One must also question the assumption of whether or not one course of study can serve the needs of all students. Students now have a wider diversity of aspirations and goals than at any previous time. Some students might be better served concentrating their mathematical learning on interest charges, income taxes, and statistics. A sports analogy illustrates this point. In the Olympics, some athletes choose to enter and train for field events: for example, shot-put and javelin. Is it realistic to ask every athlete in the Olympics to become proficient in field events? Probably not, especially when many of them are gifted in track. Yet, the proposal of a single course of study would have the same effect, asking all students to do the same course of study regardless of their interests and abilities. Students would be better served by having a number of courses of study that relate to their career aspirations. Teachers do agree that all students' needs should be met by the prescribed curriculum. The prescribed mathematics curriculum, however, should contain two or more pathways that have the potential to meet students needs. One common curriculum has the potential to address only 60-70% of our students. A one-pathway curriculum fails to take into account the specific needs of reluctant learners (20% is a popular estimate) and gifted learners (10% is a frequently cited statistic). One argument for a single core curriculum is that if students can be given enough extra time, they will eventually master the mathematics topics because they learn at different rates. While it is generally true that some students can benefit from additional time to complete specific projects, it is, however, naive to assume that simply changing the amount of time available for any mathematics course of study will, in itself, be sufficient for reluctant learners to achieve success. In particular, benefits derived from a combination of extra time and a different learning style usually depend on the student's ability and motivation to succeed. All students need to be able to work on learning outcomes that they feel they have a realistic chance of completing. We should not have the expectation that every athlete would be able to earn Olympic Gold if only they had a little more time to prepare. Finally, it is simplistic to assume that every subject in the secondary curriculum can be treated in exactly the same manner. Given the special nature of mathematics after elementary school, large portions of the curriculum are sequential. Mathematics is the most sequentially dependent course in the curriculum. Students must "own" the mathematics that precedes a higher course in order to have success at that next level. Differentiated curriculum in mathematics is necessary because we require every student to continue study in a mathematics course until Grade 11. Giving students more time, or simply reordering or repackaging "bits" of information, does not guarantee mastery of complex mathematical concepts. The two differentiated courses of study that are visualized can be designed so that students will have the opportunity to move from one course of study to the other if their career goals change. Teachers support initiatives associated with curriculum change, and they recommend that existing curricula in British Columbia be structured to reflect current technologies and be flexible enough to incorporate new technologies as they emerge. This revised curriculum must provide appropriate and realistic courses of study for all students, founded on the belief that every group of students should have access to a course of study that will challenge them to the limit of their abilities. Garry Phillips, president of the BCAMT, teaches at New Westminster Secondary School. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=24169,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > October 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 2, October 2011   Teachers united to defend public education as a fundamental right  By Nancy Knickerbocker   CAPE TOWN—Moving music and poetry of hope; students dancing for joy; the stirring harmonies of South Africa’s national anthem sung by the Soweto teachers’ choir: all these sights and sounds made for an unforgettable opening to the 6th World Congress of Education International held July 22–26, 2011. “We cannot open this Congress in South Africa without remembering the enormous debt we owe to President Nelson Mandela for what he has taught us all about the struggle for freedom and respect for human rights,” EI President Susan Hopgood said, to warm applause from 1,800 delegates and observers at the Cape Town International Convention Centre, where the plenary hall was hung with the national flags of more than 170 countries represented there. The global federation bringing together more than 400 education unions from pre-school to post-secondary, EI represents about 30 million teachers, faculty members, and school support workers worldwide. At a time when public education is under unprecedented attack, teacher unions’ defence of every child’s right to quality public schooling is more critical than ever, said Hopgood, who also serves as the General Secretary of the Australian Education Union. “Much progress has been made over the last decade and…the number of primary age children out of school dropped from 105 million to 67 million. But we are still going to fall far short of the Millennium Development Goals on education by 2015.” Hopgood attributed slow progress towards the MDGs to a lack of political will by G20 governments. She noted that in 2010 global military spending was $1,630 billion US, while the amount required to bridge the financing gap to achieve Education For All is only $16 billion—less than 1% of the military budget. “Imagine what a different world it would be for millions of children if that same effort was put into achieving universal basic education!” she exclaimed. The keynote speaker at the opening ceremony was South Africa’s Deputy President Kgalema Motlanthe, a former activist in the mine workers’ union and militant in the African National Congress who was held for 10 years along with Nelson Mandela in the notorious Robben Island prison. Motlanthe began his address with a story about a young woman who was born in prison in 1983 during apartheid and was forced into child labour at a young age, but who now is a PhD candidate at the University of Cape Town. Sadly, such “incredible human triumph over heavy odds” remains impossible for “the majority of the world’s people trapped in miserable socio-economic conditions,” he said. For its part, the post-apartheid government of South Africa has made significant achievements in public education. “Since the advent of democracy in 1994 we have successfully integrated the many racially and ethnically-based education departments into one unitary national system,” Motlanthe said. He said that in responding to the economic crisis, the government of South Africa followed the broad approach urged by EI: that is, investing in education to stimulate the economy and accelerate growth through expanding skills development, rather than cutting funding and services. In his progress report, EI General Secretary Fred van Leeuwen outlined how Education International has advocated for a new global economic architecture based on decent work, social justice, and sustainability. In every international forum, EI has urged governments and financial institutions to invest in education, to make it part of the solution to the crisis, and not to make millions of children pay the price for the greed and folly of a few. Facing the “sledgehammer of the International Monetary Fund” with its mantra of cut and privatize, EI and other global unions adopted a Charter and launched a campaign for Quality Public Services for All. To learn more, go to: www.qpsactionnow.org. Van Leeuwen also singled out the failure of rich countries to live up to their commitment to help achieve the Millennium Development Goals by 2015. “While they had promised to contribute in 2009 an amount of 30 billion dollars, in reality they only transferred 3 billion. But in that same year it took them no more than a couple of weeks to put aside more than 1,500 billion dollars to rescue their banks and other financial institutions,” he said. “This is just not acceptable!” Van Leeuwen noted that the Global Unions have strongly advocated for an international Financial Transactions Tax as a better and more democratic way to generate the resources to fund quality public services worldwide. Disturbingly, but not surprisingly, a steep increase in violation of teachers’ human and trade union rights marks this period of crisis, van Leeuwen reported. EI has taken complaints forward to the International Labour Organization, the UN Human Rights Commission, and other bodies about violations including threats, suspensions, fines, transfers, dismissals, arrests, detention, violence, and even murder. A black page in the human rights report was the case of teacher unionist Farzad Kamangar, who was accused of “endangering national security” and “enmity against God.” An Iranian judge sentenced Kamangar to death after a sham trial that lasted less than five minutes. His appeal was cancelled because the authorities “lost” the court files. EI lobbied the Iranian authorities, alerted the United Nations and mounted an international online campaign, but ultimately Kamangar was executed on May 9, 2010. “We failed to save this young colleague,” van Leeuwen said. “He stood for what all of us in this room stand for. But he paid for that with his life.... Let us not forget him.” Meanwhile on the pedagogical front, EI continued defending teachers from efforts to de-professionalize their work. Restrictions on professional autonomy, casualization of teaching, punitive evaluation models, the rapid rise of standardized testing, and the aggressive incursions of the education industry all pose threats to authentic teaching and learning worldwide, van Leeuwen said. At this Congress, EI made the historic decision to agree to a comprehensive education policy that sets out the collective views of its 30-million-strong global membership. “It is coherent, it is closely argued, clearly evidenced and we believe it is at the cutting edge of education policy,” Hopgood said, adding it is particularly strong in terms of its critique of the disastrous impact of neo-liberal policies on public education. EI rejects privatization of learning because it leads to a race to the bottom, where limited resources are used to drive up profit margins instead of improving access to quality education. Standardized tests as a measurement of school performance must only be used sparingly, as reliance on test scores to evaluate and compensate teachers is inaccurate and narrows the scope of teaching. Instead, the policy suggests that to strengthen performance it is essential to invest in more professional development and training. The EI President also emphasized the call for inclusive education that meets the needs of all students, whether they are living in poverty, struggling with learning difficulties, confronting discrimination based on gender, race, or any other factors. The policy asserts that well-funded schools are essential to make learning open to students of all backgrounds and incomes. Its guidelines suggest governments should contribute at least six per cent of their nation’s Gross Domestic Product to education. To read the full paper, visit: www.ei-ie.org  For the first time, a Canadian teacher was honoured with EI’s prestigious Albert Shanker Education Award. Pauline Ladouceur, a member of the Centrale des syndicats du Quebec (CSQ), brings 30 years of classroom experience to her work on behalf of students with special needs. In thanking EI for the award, Ladouceur emphasized her firm conviction that every child has a capacity to learn; they just need to believe in themselves and have appropriate support. EI’s other major award, the Mary Hatwood Futrell Human and Trade Union Rights Award, was granted to Gülcin Isbert of the Turkish teachers’ union, Egitem Sen. Isbert and other teachers of Kurdish heritage have been persecuted for their struggle to assert the right of mother-tongue instruction. She and 30 other public sector unionists were charged with belonging to an illegal Kurdish organization and jailed. EI officially invited Isbert to attend the Congress and accept her award, but the Turkish government imposed a travel ban on her. Isbert addressed the Congress delegates in her native Kurdish language via pre-recorded video.  Nancy Knickerbocker, BCTF media relations officer.    Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/SD63Stellys?lang=hu,Stelly's Secondary (@SD63Stellys) | Twitter Twitter Keresési lekérdezés Keresés a Twitteren Mentett keresések Eltávolítás Hitelesített felhasználó @ Javasolt felhasználók Hitelesített felhasználó @ Hitelesített felhasználó @ Nyelv: magyar Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Van már Twitter fiókod? Bejelentkezés Új vagy a Twitteren? Csatlakozz ma » Bejelentkezés Telefonszám, e-mail cím vagy felhasználónév Jelszó Bejelentkezés Emlékezz rám Elfelejtetted a jelszavad? Már használod a Twittert SMS-en keresztül? Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys Tweetek 282 Képek/Videók 104 Követve 34 Követők 209 Kedvencek 1   Tovább Kedvencek Listák @SD63Stellys némításának feloldása @SD63Stellys elnémítása Követés Követve Követés megszüntetése Letiltva Blokkolás feloldása Függő Mégse Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys Home of the Stingers Saanichton, BC, Canada stellys.sd63.bc.ca Csatlakozás ideje: 2012. április 104 Fénykép és videó Tweetek Tweetek Tweets & replies Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys  ·  5 h #stellys clubs day tomorrow in the gym. Come check out what is happening and get involved. There is something for everyone. Válasz 0 replies Retweet Retweetelve 0 retweets Kedvenc Kedvelted 0 favorites Tovább Tweet beágyazása East Saanich 2, British Columbia Stelly's Secondary retweeted Lori Lumley @TDRLori  ·  okt. 2. Thank you Stellys for your INCREDIBLE welcome and shout out to Student Leadership for huge donation. GO STINGERS! pic.twitter.com/JUxvcan6cL Tour de Rock, Victoria Police és Tina Pierik További képek és videók Válasz 0 replies Retweet Retweetelve 2 retweets 2 Kedvenc Kedvelted 4 favorites 4 Tovább Tweet beágyazása Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys  ·  okt. 2. Stelly's students line the halls for a parade of honour for the #tourderock riders. Thanks for… http://instagram.com/p/tqrZ3Iprov/  Válasz 0 replies Retweet Retweetelve 2 retweets 2 Kedvenc Kedvelted 3 favorites 3 Tovább Tweet beágyazása Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys  ·  okt. 2. RT @tpierik: Stelly's Tour de Rock mom! Proud kids! #stellys #tourderock #bced #sd63 pic.twitter.com/dqPDTMgm1z További képek és videók Válasz 0 replies Retweet Retweetelve 0 retweets Kedvenc Kedvelted 0 favorites Tovább Tweet beágyazása Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys  ·  okt. 2. RT @tpierik: Welcome to Stelly's Tour de Rock! #stellys #sd63 #tourderock #bced pic.twitter.com/hmfiRTllZZ További képek és videók Válasz 0 replies Retweet Retweetelve 0 retweets Kedvenc Kedvelted 0 favorites Tovább Tweet beágyazása Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys  ·  okt. 2. #stellys students and staff shaved heads to raise money for #tourderock & #copsforcancer Thanks for… http://instagram.com/p/tqKxejJrkz/  Válasz 0 replies Retweet Retweetelve 0 retweets Kedvenc Kedvelted 0 favorites Tovább Tweet beágyazása Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys  ·  okt. 2. #stellys is proud to welcome #tourderock visit today. Meet the teacher tonite 6:30-8:00. Early closure today at 2:05. Válasz 0 replies Retweet Retweetelve 1 retweet 1 Kedvenc Kedvelted 1 favorite 1 Tovább Tweet beágyazása Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys  ·  okt. 1. RT @tpierik: Stelly's supporting Tour De Rock! #stellys #tourderock #sd63 pic.twitter.com/3PH2UO2qIv További képek és videók Válasz 0 replies Retweet Retweetelve 0 retweets Kedvenc Kedvelted 1 favorite 1 Tovább Tweet beágyazása Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys  ·  okt. 1. RT @tpierik: A big Stelly's Thank you to Studio 63 Stylists! #stellys #tourderock #sd63 pic.twitter.com/i3LMo5Ta4u További képek és videók Válasz 0 replies Retweet Retweetelve 0 retweets Kedvenc Kedvelted 1 favorite 1 Tovább Tweet beágyazása Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys  ·  szept. 29. Remember to bring in $2 for @CopsForCancer this week. #tourderock visits Thursday. #stellys staff head shaves fundraiser on wed Válasz 0 replies Retweet Retweetelve 2 retweets 2 Kedvenc Kedvelted 2 favorites 2 Tovább Tweet beágyazása Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys  ·  szept. 26. Happy Friday #Stellys! Have a great weekend. Válasz 0 replies Retweet Retweetelve 0 retweets Kedvenc Kedvelted 0 favorites Tovább Tweet beágyazása Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys  ·  szept. 24. Regular wednesday schedule today and picture day! #stellys Válasz 0 replies Retweet Retweetelve 0 retweets Kedvenc Kedvelted 0 favorites Tovább Tweet beágyazása Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys  ·  szept. 23. Sept. 24th is picture day at #stellys. Wait that’s TOMORROW!! #whatamigoingtowear #howismyhair Válasz 0 replies Retweet Retweetelve 0 retweets Kedvenc Kedvelted 0 favorites Tovább Tweet beágyazása Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys  ·  szept. 23. Congrats to grade 10 student, Elena Moss who finished 7th at the #wych in New Caledonia, France. #stelly's pride! Válasz 0 replies Retweet Retweetelve 4 retweets 4 Kedvenc Kedvelted 3 favorites 3 Tovább Tweet beágyazása Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys  ·  szept. 23. 11s & 12s only today from 1205 - 305. Regular #stellys classes start Wednesday. Válasz 0 replies Retweet Retweetelve 0 retweets Kedvenc Kedvelted 0 favorites Tovább Tweet beágyazása Stelly's Secondary retweeted SD63 Transportation @sd63bus  ·  szept. 22. For Tuesday the 23rd. Elementary/Middle Schools, regular AM/PM schedules. Secondary's AM pickup between 11:20 and 11:58. Regular PM departs. Válasz 0 replies Retweet Retweetelve 3 retweets 3 Kedvenc Kedvelted 0 favorites Tovább Tweet beágyazása Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys  ·  szept. 22. Excited to meet and reunite with new and returning #stellys students today! Reminder only 9s and 10s today from 12:05 - 3:05 #sd63 Válasz 0 replies Retweet Retweetelve 0 retweets Kedvenc Kedvelted 0 favorites Tovább Tweet beágyazása Stelly's Secondary retweeted SD63 Transportation @sd63bus  ·  szept. 19. All Secondary Schools for Mon the 22nd. AM pickup between 11:30 & 11:58. Departing from school at regular times. Válasz 0 replies Retweet Retweetelve 5 retweets 5 Kedvenc Kedvelted 0 favorites Tovább Tweet beágyazása Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys  ·  szept. 19. Welcome back #stellys! We cant wait 2 see you! Monday Sept 22 Grade 9&10 only 12:05 to 3:05. Tuesday Sept 23 Grade 11&12 only 12:05 to 3:05 Válasz 0 replies Retweet Retweetelve 2 retweets 2 Kedvenc Kedvelted 0 favorites Tovább Tweet beágyazása Stelly's Secondary retweeted SD 63 Saanich @sd63schools  ·  szept. 19. Welcome back #sd63 students and staff. Please check local #sd63 school websites about startup for students on Monday http://www.sd63.bc.ca/news/2014/09/welcome-back … Válasz 0 replies Retweet Retweetelve 3 retweets 3 Kedvenc Kedvelted 0 favorites Tovább Tweet beágyazása A Twitter jelenleg túlterhelt lehet, vagy pillanatnyilag akadozik. Próbáld újra Bővebb tájékoztatásért nézd meg a Twitter állapotát. Bezárás Stelly's Secondary követve Ne maradj le Stelly's Secondary frissítéseiről Saanichton, BC, Canada · Változtatás © 2014 Twitter Rólunk Súgó Hirdetési információk Bezárás Trendek Személyre szabott trendek. A trendek most egyedi módon biztosítják, hogy számodra érdekes információhoz juthass. A trendek illeszkedni fognak a helyzetedhez és az általad követett személyekhez. Változtatás Személyre szabott trendek megtartása Nemzetközi trendek Kész. Eltüntetés Bezárás Előző Következő Bezárás Ugrás egy személy profiljára Mentett keresések Eltávolítás Hitelesített felhasználó @ Javasolt felhasználók Hitelesített felhasználó @ Hitelesített felhasználó @ Bezárás Retweeteled a követőidnek? Mégse Retweet Bezárás Biztosan törölni akarod ezt a tweetet? Mégse Törlés Bezárás Letiltás Mégse Letiltás Földrajzi helyed hozzáadása a tweetjeidhez Ha egy tweet küldésekor megosztod a helyzeted, akkor ezt a Twitter eltárolja! Minden tweeted előtt beállíthatod, hogy megosztod-e a földrajzi helyzeted és bármikor lehetőséged van arra, hogy töröld a korábban megosztottakat is. Tudj meg többet Helymeghatározás bekapcsolása Ne most Helymeghatározás kikapcsolása Bezárás Profil összegzése Bezárás Listáid Bezárás Új lista létrehozása Lista neve Leírás Kevesebb, mint 100 karakter; opcionális Adatvédelem Nyilvános · Bárki követheti ezt a listát Személyes · Ehhez a listához csak te férsz hozzá Lista mentése Bezárás Bezárás Tweet beágyazása Add ezt a tweetet a weboldaladhoz az alábbi kóddal. Tudj meg többet Nem sikerült elérni a kiszolgálót. Megpróbálom újra Előző tweet hozzáadása Média hozzáadása Előnézet Bezárás Regisztrálj a Twitterre Még nem vagy fent Twitteren? Regisztrálj, merülj el a téged érdeklő dolgokban és értesülj minden történésről egyből. Van már Twitter fiókod? Bejelentkezés » Bezárás Kétirányú (küldés és fogadás) rövid kódok: Ország Kód Azon felhasználók részére Egyesült Államok 40404 (bármely) Kanada 21212 (bármely) Egyesült Királyság 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazília 40404 Nextel, TIM Haiti 40404 Digicel, Voila Írország 51210 Vodafone, O2 India 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Indonézia 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Olaszország 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » Nézd meg a más országokra vonatkozó SMS rövid kódokat! Bezárás Jóváhagyás)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9180,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 19, Number 1, September 2006 Pension seminars 2006–07 Venues are still to be confirmed in specified locations. Members who register for a particular seminar will receive an e-mail confirming specific time and location. Contact information for registration and more information about the TPP Member Seminars is:  Telephone : 250-356-2466, or toll-free at 1-877-558-5574. Fax: 250-953-0436 E-mail: TPPseminars@pensionsbc.ca Web site: www.tpp.pensionsbc.ca Richmond October 12 6 p.m.–9 p.m. TBA Richmond October 14 9 a.m.–12:00 p.m. TBA Victoria October 26 6 p.m.–9 p.m. UVic (Michele Pujol Room) Victoria October 28 9 a.m.–12:00 p.m. UVic (Michele Pujol Room) Delta October 26 6 p.m.–9 p.m. TBA Delta October 28 9 a.m.–12:00 p.m. TBA Kamloops November 18 9 a.m.–12:00 p.m. Executive Inn Abbotsford November 25 9 a.m.–12:00 p.m. Abbotsford District Teachers’ Association Coquitlam January 11 6 p.m.–9 p.m. TBA Coquitlam January 13 9 a.m.–12:00 p.m. TBA Surrey January 25 6 p.m.–9 p.m. Kwantlen University College Surrey January 27 9 a.m.–12:00 p.m. Kwantlen University College Nanaimo February 10 9 a.m.–12:00 p.m. Coast Bastion Inn Vancouver February 15 6 p.m.–9 p.m. Best Western Chateau Granville Vancouver February 17 9 a.m.–12:00 p.m. Best Western Chateau Granville Prince George March 1 6 p.m.–9 p.m. Days Inn Prince George March 3 9 a.m.–12:00 p.m. Days Inn Williams Lake March 10 9 a.m.–12:00 p.m. Overlander Kelowna March 31 9 a.m.–12:00 p.m. UBC Okanagan Conferences & Accommodations Terrace April 14 9 a.m.–12:00 p.m. Best Western Terrace Inn Campbell River April 21 9 a.m.–12:00 p.m. TBA Burnaby April 26 6 p.m.–9 p.m. BCIT Burnaby Burnaby April 28 9 a.m.–12:00 p.m. BCIT Burnaby Cranbrook May 5 9 a.m.–12:00 p.m. College of the Rockies North Vancouver May 10 6 p.m.–9 p.m. TBA North Vancouver May 12 9 a.m.–12:00 p.m. TBA Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Foster parents are ordinary people engaged in extraordinary acts of kindness. Join the team! http://t.co/6jUkcsOp6V" @Teresa_Wat - 04:31pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/insights_west/status/515233140907212801,Insights West on Twitter: "What Chinese British Columbians don’t like: job opportunities (39%) and quality/availability of entertainment (36%). http://t.co/LoV6lyDTjW" টুইটার অনুসন্ধান অনুসন্ধান টুইটার খুঁজুন সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ ভাষা : বাংলা. हिन्दी Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন টুইটার-এ নতুন ? আজই যোগদান করুন » সাইন ইন করুন ফোন, ইমেল বা ব্যবহারকারীর নাম পাসওয়ার্ড সাইন ইন আমাকে মনে রাখুন পাসওয়ার্ড ভুলে গেছেন? ইতিমধ্যে আপনি কি টেক্সট বার্তার মাধ্যমে টুইটার ব্যবহার করছেন? অনুসরণ অনুসরণ করা কর্মসমূহ:অনুসরণ না করা অবরুদ্ধ অবরোধ মুক্ত মুলতুবি বাতিল Insights West ‏ @insights_west ২৫ সেপ্টেম্বর What Chinese British Columbians don’t like: job opportunities (39%) and quality/availability of entertainment (36%). http://bit.ly/iwmp_01  প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট ১:১৫ অপরাহ্ণ - ২৫ সেপ্টেম্বর, ২০১৪ Michael B ‏ @MikeBou9 ২৫ সেপ্টেম্বর @insights_west @MikeBou9: please include that they oppose transgender human beings and oppose marriage equality. #manythanks সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Insights West থেকে কোন আপডেট মিস্ করবেন না © 2014 টুইটার সম্বন্ধে সহায়তা বিজ্ঞপ্তি তথ্য বন্ধ মিডিয়াটিকে চিহ্নিত করুন এটি ইতিমধ্যে সংবেদনশীল কন্টেন্ট ধারণকারী হিসাবে চিহ্নিত হয়েছে। পতাকা তুলুন এটি সম্ভাব্যরূপে অবৈধ বিষয়বস্তুর ধারণকারী হিসেবে। সমর্পণ করা বাতিল মিডিয়াকে চিহ্নিত করা সম্পর্কে আরো জানুন খারিজ বন্ধ পূর্ববর্তী পরবর্তী বন্ধ একজন ব্যক্তির প্রোফাইলে যান সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ বন্ধ আপনার অনুসরণকারীদের এই পুনঃটুইটটি পাঠাবেন? বাতিল পুনঃটুইট বন্ধ আপনি কি নিশ্চিত যে এই টুইট মুছে দিতে চান? বাতিল মুছে ফেলুন বন্ধ রোধ করন বাতিল রোধ করন আপনার টুইটসমুহে একটি অবস্থান যুক্ত করুন যখন একটি অবস্থানের সঙ্গে আপনার টুইট করেন, টুইটার সেই অবস্থান সংরক্ষণ করে। প্রত্যেক টুইটের আগে আপনি আপনার অবস্থান চালু / বন্ধ করতে পারেন, এবং যে কোনও সময় আপনি আপনার অবস্থানের ইতিহাস মুছে ফেলতে পারেন। আরো জানুন অবস্থান চালু করুন এখন নয় স্থান বন্ধ করুন বন্ধ প্রোফাইল সারসংক্ষেপ বন্ধ আপনার তালিকাসমূহ বন্ধ একটি নতুন তালিকা তৈরি করুন নাম তালিকা বিবরণ 100 অক্ষরের কম, ঐচ্ছিক তালিকাসমূহ:গোপনীয়তা সাধারণ · যে কেউ এই তালিকা অনুসরণ করতে পারেন ব্যক্তিগত · শুধুমাত্র আপনিই এই তালিকায় প্রবেশ করতে পারবেন তালিকা সংরক্ষণ করুন বন্ধ বন্ধ এই টুইট স্থাপিত কর আপনার নীচের ওয়েবসাইটে কোডটি অনুলিপি দ্বারা এই টুইট যোগ করুন * আরও জানুন হুম, সার্ভারে পৌঁছনোর একটি সমস্যা ছিল। পরে আবার চেষ্টা করবেন? প্রকৃত টুইট অন্তর্ভুক্ত করুন অন্তর্ভুক্ত মিডিয়া প্রাকদর্শন বন্ধ টুইটারে নিবন্ধন করুন টুইটারে নেই? নিবন্ধন করুন, আপনির পছন্দের বিষয়গুলির সাথে যুক্ত হন, এবং তাদের বিষয়ে হালনাগাদ পান। একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন » বন্ধ দুটি উপায় (প্রেরণ এবং গ্রহণ) শর্ট কোড: দেশ কোড গ্রাহকদের জন্য মার্কিন যুক্তরাষ্ট্র 40404 (যে কোন) কানাডা 21212 (যে কোন) যুক্তরাজ্য 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM হাইতি 40404 Digicel, Voila আয়ারল্যান্ড 51210 Vodafone, O2 ভারত 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance ইন্দোনেশিয়া 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » অন্য দেশসমুহের এসএসএস সংক্ষিপ্ত কোড দেখুন বন্ধ নিশ্চিতকরণ)
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(20141007,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/bctf/status/474325813429420032?screen_name=bctf&screen_name=bctf&id=474325813429420032&id=474325813429420032,BCTF on Twitter: "#bced teachers disappointed that #ChristyClarksLockout allowed to continue. Expect more cancellations, truncated report cards, etc #bcpoli" Twitter Search query Search Twitter Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Language: English Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Have an account? Sign in New to Twitter? Join Today » Sign In Phone, email or username Password Sign in Remember me Forgot password? Already using Twitter via text message? Follow Following Unfollow Blocked Unblock Pending Cancel BCTF ‏ @bctf Jun 4 #bced teachers disappointed that #ChristyClarksLockout allowed to continue. Expect more cancellations, truncated report cards, etc #bcpoli Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Retweets 92 Favorites 11 4:04 PM - 4 Jun 2014 Jody Holford ‏ @1prncs Jun 4 @bctf @brendassoap disappointed at more than the lockout- disappointed she gets to rule our province #howmanyyearsleft Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Doublej ‏ @Jazzyjj9 Jun 4 @bctf does this mean no marking or planning or extra curricular activities outside of class time and the designated times .. Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Stephen Burns ‏ @alikira2 Jun 4 @bctf we could have avoided this weeks ago if the membership was asked about phase 2. Now we are in a real mess. Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet BCTF ‏ @bctf Jun 4 @Jazzyjj9 Teachers are locked out 45 minutes before and after the bell and at lunch/recess. No work outside of those hours. Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet RG ‏ @rsgill66 Jun 4 @Jazzyjj9 @bctf this means we go full strike ASAP. We losing 10%. Now lets make the other 90% count. Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet BCTF ‏ @bctf Jun 4 @tewhalen999 Time for government to put something fair on table so a deal can be reached and students can get the support they need. Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet WarkentinScott ‏ @WarkentinScott Jun 4 @bctf I will not do any more volunteer work for the school until there is a new gov't. My job, to the letter of the law, no more, no less. Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Alfred E. Newman ‏ @notsobigkahuna Jun 4 @WarkentinScott @bctf from the sounds of things you can have your pay cut for doing your job. Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Alfred E. Newman ‏ @notsobigkahuna Jun 4 @WarkentinScott @bctf is there still volunteer work going on in BC schools? Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet WarkentinScott ‏ @WarkentinScott Jun 4 @notsobigkahuna @bctf I'm talking about for the next 3.5 years, not now, when volunteering has already ended. Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Sultry Divine ‏ @Mitch_Connor__ Jun 6 @bctf Is this true? Why doesn't EVERYONE know it??? pic.twitter.com/PPgckKfIfW View photo Hide photo Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Don’t miss any updates from BCTF © 2014 Twitter About Help Ads info Close Flag this media This has already been marked as containing sensitive content. Flag this as containing potentially illegal content. Submit Cancel Learn more about flagging media Dismiss Close Previous Next Close Go to a person's profile Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Close Retweet this to your followers? Cancel Retweet Close Are you sure you want to delete this Tweet? Cancel Delete Close Block Cancel Block Add a location to your Tweets When you tweet with a location, Twitter stores that location. You can switch location on/off before each Tweet and always have the option to delete your location history. Learn more Turn location on Not now Turn off location Close Profile summary Close Your lists Close Create a new list List name Description Under 100 characters, optional Privacy Public · Anyone can follow this list Private · Only you can access this list Save list Close Close Embed this Tweet Add this Tweet to your website by copying the code below. Learn more Hmm, there was a problem reaching the server. Try again? Include parent Tweet Include media Preview Close Sign up for Twitter Not on Twitter? Sign up, tune into the things you care about, and get updates as they happen. Have an account? Sign in » Close Two-way (sending and receiving) short codes: Country Code For customers of United States 40404 (any) Canada 21212 (any) United Kingdom 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM Haiti 40404 Digicel, Voila Ireland 51210 Vodafone, O2 India 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Indonesia 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » See SMS short codes for other countries Close Confirmation)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/IntlSolidarity.aspx?id=32328,BCTF Interational Solidarity > Solidarity Program and Partners  	BCTF International Solidarity  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Social Justice > Programs and Workshops > International Solidarity > Solidarity Solidarity Program and Partners “International solidarity is not an act of charity. It is an act of unity between allies fighting on different terrains toward the same objectives. The foremost of these objectives is to aid the development of humanity to the highest level possible.” Samora Moises Machel (1933-1986) first president of an independent Mozambique      BCTF International Solidarity Program Education plays a central role in what Samora Machel called the development of humanity. The work BC teachers do together with teachers from other countries is a part of our contribution to that development. The BCTF is widely respected as a contributor to internationalism through its solidarity work with teachers and other teacher unions. The international work of the BCTF has a history almost as long as the organization itself. In 1923, BCTF General Secretary Harry Charlesworth was a founder of an international organization devoted to achieving peace and co-operation in a world that had recently gone through a destructive war. The international work continues today through BCTF’s International Solidarity Program, Committee, and Fund. BCTF funds from member dues support projects with teacher unions in less-developed countries.   Solidarity partners The BCTF works with many partner organizations internationally. These include Canadian non-governmental organizations (NGOs), and other Canadian unions, plus regional organizations and teacher unions in Latin America and Southern Africa. Canadian NGO and union partners   Regional groups that oppose neo-liberal education policies   Teacher-union partners in programs and activities   About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141007,www.huffingtonpost.com,http://www.huffingtonpost.com/small-business/,Small Business News and Opinion - HuffPost Small Business View mobile site Using a mobile device? Go to m.huffingtonpost.com for huffpost mobile. iOS app Android app More Log in Create Account Notifications Profile Settings Logout October 7, 2014 Edition: U.S. BR Brasil CA Canada DE Deutschland ES España FR France IT Italia JP 日本 (Japan) KR 한국 (Korea) MG Maghreb UK United Kingdom US United States Follow FRONT PAGE Politics Colorado Governor: Legalizing Marijuana Was 'Reckless'500 Court Rejects Appeal On South Carolina Redistricting483 Reporter Asked Mark Pryor Whether Obama Is Doing Enough On Ebola. It Wasn't Pretty. 60 Percent Of Americans Soon Will Live In States With Marriage Equality536 Supreme Court Rejects Gay Marriage Appeals From 5 States937 Go to Politics More in Politics Pollster Politics Blog Off The Bus Election Maps Pollster You might also like WorldPost Green Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices WorldPost Spanish Nurse First To Contract Ebola Outside West Africa514 It's Been 3 Weeks Since Anyone's Seen Kim And Rumors Are Swirling91 3 New Findings On ISIS Weapons That You Should Know About WHO: More Cases Of Ebola In Europe Unavoidable128 Turkish President Says Syrian Town Under Islamic State Siege Is About To Fall171 Go to WorldPost More in WorldPost Foreign Affairs Drug War Afghanistan Syria Conflict World Videos You might also like Travel Politics Business Tech Religion Business Walmart And Whole Foods Are Slowly Killing Traditional Supermarkets124 Walmart Makes Big Change In Wake Of Obamacare670 The North And South Are Seriously Divided When It Comes To Fast Food22 Chase Bank Refuses To Admit How Many People Were Actually Hacked29 Here's The Letter Calling On Mark Zuckerberg To Help 'Servant'-Like Bus Drivers27 Go to Business More in Business Small Biz Money You might also like WorldPost Tech Media Arts Sports Weird News Smarter Ideas Urban Progress Tech Facebook Possibly Planning A Secret New Use For Messenger, Leaked Screenshots Reveal11 You're Using Your Sunglasses All Wrong Why People Have Stopped Downloading iOS 8 Twitter Sues For Right To Disclose Details Of Government Surveillance Requests Hewlett-Packard Plans To Break Into Two Companies77 Go to Tech More in Tech TEDWeekends Social Media You might also like Small Biz Green Science NY SF Smarter Ideas TechCrunch Engadget Media New York Times Editorial Board Backs Marijuana Initiatives56 This Is Why Live TV Weather Reports Are Still The Best Iran Frees Journalist On Bail Go to Media More in Media Eat The Press Calderone: The Backstory You might also like Entertainment TV Comedy Arts Books Religion Moviefone Green Reality Star Reveals The Stunning Pollution TV Cameras Didn't Show17 Bear Cub Found Dead In Central Park16 LOOK: This Crab Stood Up To A Very Large Alligator -- And Won World Falling Behind On Plan To Protect Natural World, UN Says Hey, America: It's Time To Talk About The Price Of Water33 Go to Green More in Green Energy Climate Change Animals Green Tech Green Holiday You might also like Politics Food WorldPost Science Healthy Living Sports The WWE Marriage That Almost Wasn't Allowed To Happen Patriots Show Support For Opponent Because Football Isn't What Matters Most59 Michael Phelps Suspended113 Floyd Mayweather Jr. Instagrams Receipt For Massive Gambling Win Amazingly, No One Is Hurt Go to Sports More in Sports NFL College Football MLB Fails Highlights You might also like TV Food Tech Comedy Weird News Science WATCH: It's Time For A 'Blood Moon'86 What Next For The Ebola Outbreak? Here's What The Math Says125 Nobel Prize In Physics Awarded To American, Japanese Scientists60 Here's Why The Night Sky Is Dark Even Though Jillions Of Stars Are Shining Light Our Way19 This Scientist Has A Surprising Idea For Protecting Football Players59 Go to Science More in Science Space Brain Earth Talk Nerdy To Me Weird Science You might also like Tech Green Arts Religion Weird News Arts The Glamorous History Of Pin-Up Like You've Never Seen It Before Here Are A Bunch Of F*cking Delightful Artsy Cat Photos. You're Welcome. This Is What It Really Looks Like To Be A Modern Day Nun New Animation-Inspired Art Show Will Make You Yearn For Saturday Morning Cartoons Go to Arts More in Arts Painting Film Design Photography Theater Architecture You might also like Books NY Los Angeles HUFFPOST LIVE Next Ferguson & The Threat Of State Violence Next SCOTUS To Rule On Prisoner's Beard Tomorrow 'Felony' Star Jai Courtney LIVE Tomorrow Author & Therapist Linda Carroll LIVE Tomorrow Macy Gray LIVE Go to HuffPost Live ALL SECTIONS News Politics WorldPost Business Small Business Money Media Sports Education Crime Weird News Good News Entertainment Entertainment Celebrity Comedy Arts & Culture Books TV Life & Style Healthy Living GPS for the Soul Style Home Taste Weddings Travel Parents Divorce Huff/Post 50 Marlo Thomas OWN Dr. Phil Tech & Science Tech Science Green Code Voices Women Black Voices Latino Voices Voces (en español) Gay Voices Religion College Teen Impact Local Chicago DC Denver Detroit Hawaii Los Angeles Miami New York San Francisco Our Mobile Apps iOS App HuffPost Live iOS Android App Business Small Business Success Stories News and Trends What is Working: Small Businesses Build A Biz C-Suite Financial Education Small Business Voices Subscribe THINK DIFFERENT Paul Kane via Getty Images How Entrepreneurs Set Themselves Apart Home Updates every 10 minute(s) http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/07/22/8-things-entrepreneurial-_n_5492407.html?utm_hp_ref=small-business Comments (84) | Entrepreneurship featured blog posts The Unexpected Consequences Of Success Fuse via Getty Images People often prepare for failure, but rarely prepare for what they will do when they succeed. Srinivasan Pillay CEO of NeuroBusiness Group and award-winning author 3 Design Tips for Building a Website for a Small Business Many small businesses will turn to local developers when it comes to building their first business website, while others will rely on agencies, or even step up and take on the challenge themselves. Today, we want to help those who're brave enough to be building their own website. Alex Ivanovs Founder of CodeCondo 6 Habits to Work From Home Successfully The digital era allows many of us to work from home, but it's important to implement these six habits if you want to stay productive. Jose Vasquez President and CEO, QuezMedia.com How to Be Good at Failure When you shoot for the moon, you're going to get battered by rejection long before you reach any stars. I've found that the key to continuing the journey is to not let failing make you feel like a failure. Lisa Curtis Writer and social entrepreneur 10 Things Great Leaders Do Being a leadership coach, people often ask me what I believe is great leadership. Because I think a good quote conveys a message much better then long explanations ever could, I've created a top 10 of inspirational quotes from the world's greatest minds to answer that question. Rosalie Puiman Leadership Coach. Courageous Communication Expert. Supports passionate professionals in becoming the leader they're meant to be. 3 Ways to Make Better Business Decisions If you run your own small business there's one thing you can't get away from: you need to make decisions. An inability to make a decision can lead to business deadlock. It's all too common to get wrapped up in the details. Tova Payne Author and Business Coach supporting soulful entrepreneurs to turn their business dreams into reality. Find out more at www.tovapayne.com We Can't Talk About Inequality Without Talking About Talent I'm a business strategist and from where I'm looking, the game has changed dramatically in the past 50 years. Talent has become the critical force in the economic equation, more important than either raw materials and labor, and a worthy if not overwhelming adversary for capital. Roger Martin Author, 'Fixing the Game' The Race to Become Boutique: The Health Club Dilemma Allan Maldonado/CYC Fitness Sensing that a growing number of people are forgoing their gym membership in favor of specialized experiences like boot camps or cycling studios, some gyms have begun partnering with smaller boutique studios, offering them temporary or permanent space and giving their customers access to the gym's amenities. Nate C. Hindman Founder and CEO, One Day Gym Pass Email Marketing Tips to Make Customers "Go Nuts" for Your Offers Companies should be implementing effective loyalty programs that make customers feel special and create a personal bond with your company. Email marketing and loyalty programs are powerful tools to accomplish this goal. Seamas Egan Manager, Revenue Operations, Campaigner Financier Stan Bril of MCG on Achieving Success from Adversity I've always believed that out of adversity and poor economic climates can emerge the best and strongest companies and entrepreneurs. I was proved right once again when I sat down with financier Stan Bril, who founded his private lending and investment firm, MCG. Richard Lorenzen CEO, Fifth Avenue Brands One Rockin' Woman Who Does It All Since the inception of Women Empowered, I have come across many women from all walks of life and a considerable number of female entrepreneurs. Shelly Ulaj Founder and CEO of Women Empowered Take the Quiz: Are You Ready for Your Own Business? I believe that passion and persistence trump brains and talent any day. Genius and fancy degrees may help, but I'd bet on a person of average intelligence with deep commitment and superior drive. Greg J. Stone Media strategist, independent producer and entrepreneur. A Brief History of America's Attitude Toward Taxes Marilyn Nieves via Getty Images The changing attitudes toward and laws around income taxes has been a major driver of the rise of America's modern talent-based, knowledge economy. Roger Martin Author, 'Fixing the Game' Retirement Savings Strategies for the Self-Employed Shutterstock / rangizzz When small-business owners ask me how they should save for retirement, I tell them they don't need to worry about it -- if they like the taste of cat food. David A. Dedman President and Founder, Lexington Wealth Management Making a Kidswear Brand #ArtofY As a photographer, Roland Bello made frequent trips to Europe. His friend Tania Vargas, a new mom working in marketing, always had the same request: bring back children's underwear. Alex Schattner Writer/illustrator A Solid Jobs Report as the Recovery Continues to Lift Employment... Though Not Yet Wages The last time the unemployment rate was below 6 percent was in July 2008. Moreover, while the labor force fell slightly (though statistically insignificantly) last month, the decline in the jobless rate over the past year has come for the "right" reason: more people finding work, not leaving the job market. Jared Bernstein Fmr. Obama administration economist; CNBC and MSNBC contributor Choosing Smart Reference Groups Can Improve Outcomes and How We Feel about Them By being aware of and consciously guiding our attention toward other, less-apparent possible references, we can guide our behavior and feelings. Jon Jachimowicz PhD Researcher in Behavioral Economics at Columbia Business School 35 Years Selling Homes to the Stars: Lessons in the real estate business Like any good business idea, or any opportunity at that, New York City is what you make of it and the people that stay there the longest are the ones who--like entrepreneurs--find their niche and prosper in it. Steve Mariotti Founder, Network for Teaching Entrepreneurship don't miss huffpost bloggers worldpost Jim Yong Kim The Fight Against Ebola Is a Fight Against Inequality books Tavis Smiley My Conversation With Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie parents Rob Reiner To Vaccinate Or Not To Vaccinate? politics Bill Moyers Watch: Too Big to Jail? arts Henry Louis Gates, Jr. Finding a Long-Lost Ancestor on the Streets of Chicago 5 Skills Of Really Amazing Listeners Compassionate Eye Foundation/David Oxberry/OJO Images Ltd via Getty Images http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/06/10/great-listening-skills_n_5479836.html?utm_hp_ref=small-business Comments | What Is Working: Small Businesses Colorado Governor: Legalizing Marijuana Was 'Reckless' ASSOCIATED PRESS http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/10/06/john-hickenlooper-marijuana-reckless_n_5942586.html?utm_hp_ref=small-business&ir=Small+Business Comments (501) 7 Basic Pizza Myths You Probably Still Believe http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/10/03/surprising-pizza-facts_n_5907308.html?utm_hp_ref=small-business&ir=Small+Business Comments (112) Body Of Missing Real Estate Agent Found In Shallow Grave Pulaski County Sheriff's Office http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/09/30/beverly-carter-found-dead_n_5905862.html?utm_hp_ref=small-business&ir=Small+Business Comments (107) Anti-Gay Baker Who Cried Over Bakery Closing Speaks Out On Facebook YouTube http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/10/01/sweet-cakes-by-melissa-bankrupt-_n_5916226.html?utm_hp_ref=small-business&ir=Small+Business Comments (932) The First Step To Making Meaningful Change In Your Life Vladimir Godnik via Getty Images http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/10/01/dr-phil-life-strategy_n_5875826.html?utm_hp_ref=small-business&ir=Small+Business Comments (5) Amazon Warehouse Workers Head To Supreme Court Over Unpaid Theft Screenings ASSOCIATED PRESS http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/10/07/amazon-warehouse-supreme-_n_5946464.html?utm_hp_ref=small-business&ir=Small+Business Comments (0) 8 Things You Never Knew About Ron Popeil, The Greatest Inventor Of All Time http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/10/06/ron-popeil-facts-wow_n_5926408.html?utm_hp_ref=small-business&ir=Small+Business Comments (6) Meet The Owner Of Yelp's Worst-Rated Restaurant Getty http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/10/02/botto-bistro-yelp_n_5923910.html?utm_hp_ref=small-business&ir=Small+Business Comments (59) California Becomes First State To Ban Single-Use Plastic Bags ASSOCIATED PRESS http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/09/30/california-plastic-bag-ban_n_5904766.html?utm_hp_ref=small-business&ir=Small+Business Comments (561) | california This 12-Year-Old CEO Runs A $150,000 Business Annabella Charles Photography http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/10/01/12-year-old-ceo_n_5909722.html?utm_hp_ref=small-business&ir=Small+Business Comments (7) This Is How Real Brooklynites Made Bagels In The '70s YouTube http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/10/01/bagel-making-brooklyn-1979_n_5910164.html?utm_hp_ref=small-business&ir=Small+Business Comments (1) If You Thought Going To The Laundromat Couldn't Get Any Worse, Read This Winfield J. Parks Jnr via Getty Images http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/10/06/laundromat-horror-stories_n_5927682.html?utm_hp_ref=small-business&ir=Small+Business Comments (0) 'We've Both Been In Your Shoes': Couple Leaves 150% Tip For Busy Waiter Despite Poor Service TODAY http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/09/30/couple-leaves-150-tip_n_5906618.html?utm_hp_ref=small-business&ir=Small+Business Comments (40) Remember When Your Desk Looked Like This? Harvard Innovation Lab / dougthomsen.tv http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/10/02/how-desks-changed_n_5921246.html?utm_hp_ref=small-business&ir=Small+Business Comments (3) The Most Important Thing To Remember About Work Relationships Thinkstock http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/10/06/caroline-myss-work-mistake_n_5929680.html?utm_hp_ref=small-business&ir=Small+Business Comments (0) The Advantage Of Being A Female Entrepreneur AmmentorpDK via Getty Images http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/10/03/women-entrepreneurs-well-being_n_5926774.html?utm_hp_ref=small-business&ir=Small+Business Comments (1) What Life Is Like With Olive Garden's Never Ending Pasta Pass Bloomberg via Getty Images http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/09/30/pasta-pass-owners-rule-the-world_n_5899984.html?utm_hp_ref=small-business&ir=Small+Business Comments (0) Most Popular This 12-Year-Old CEO Runs A $150,000 Business Annabella Charles Photography 3 Design Tips for Building a Website for a Small Business 5 Millionaire Traders on the Biggest Mistakes You Can Make in the Stock Market 5 Midwest Cities on the Entrepreneurial Rise Two Critical Factors to Consider if You Want More Success Ed Freeman via Getty Images Here's How 3Doodler Raised $1 Million Overnight on Kickstarter Echo via Getty Images Follow HuffPost Email Facebook Twitter Google Plus RSS Mobile The Morning Email Get top stories and blogs posts emailed to you each day. HuffPost HuffPost Follow HuffPost Most Popular on HuffPost Latest News View all RSS feeds Suspect In Realtor's Slaying Reportedly Targeted 'Rich Broker' Pulaski County Sheriff's Office http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/10/01/beverly-carter_n_5912458.html?utm_hp_ref=small-business&ir=Small+Business Comments (2) Hunting Banned, Tourism Down In Manhunt Zone Handout via Getty Images http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/10/02/eric-frein_n_5919420.html?utm_hp_ref=small-business&ir=Small+Business Comments (13) Want To Be A Great Leader? Start Acting Weirder GULIVERIS via Getty Images http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/09/29/weird-leader_n_5890528.html?utm_hp_ref=small-business&ir=Small+Business Comments (1) When Hackers Steal A Web Address, Few Owners Ever Get It Back Hlib Shabashnyi via Getty Images http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/09/29/domain-theft_n_5877510.html?utm_hp_ref=small-business&ir=Small+Business Comments (12) A Simple Drawing Lands This Crafty Mom An Off-Broadway Show Britt Menzies http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/09/30/a-simple-drawing-lands-an_n_5909982.html?utm_hp_ref=small-business&ir=Small+Business Comments (0) The Myth Of The Self-Made Man Mitch Diamond via Getty Images http://www.slate.com/articles/news_and_politics/history/2014/09/the_self_made_man_history_of_a_myth_from_ben_franklin_to_andrew_carnegie.html Comments (0) WATCH: How Can We Make Our Cities Better? Yuji Kotani via Getty Images http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/09/29/citylab-how-can-we-make-o_n_5901750.html?utm_hp_ref=small-business&ir=Small+Business Comments (0) This Great Eastern Philosopher Reminds Us Of The Pleasure Of Simplicity Flickr | Flickr http://thephilosophersmail.com/virtues/the-great-eastern-philosophers-matsuo-basho/ Comments (0) The Fault In Our Email buchachon via Getty Images https://medium.com/@sandersk/the-fault-in-our-email-ea7a56278899 Comments (0) links: POLITICS MEDIA BUSINESS ENTERTAINMENT LIVING STYLE GREEN CHICAGO NY BOOKS IMPACT News and Advice AllBusiness Business On Main CNNMoney (Small Business) Entrepreneur Inc.com MSNBC (Your Business) The New York Times (Small Business) OPEN Forum Small Business Trends The Wall Street Journal (Small Business) Blogs Bplans (Tim Berry) The BrandBuilder Blog Danny Brown The New York Times (You're the Boss) SCORE (Small Business Success Blog) SmallBizDaily SmallBizTrendCast Small Business Administration (The Industry Word) Spin Sucks Springwise The Wall Street Journal (In Charge) Resources Federal Business Opportunities IRS (Small Business and Self-Employed Tax Center) NFIB SCORE Small Business Administration U.S. Chamber of Commerce U.S. Patent and Trademark Office Advertise | Make HuffPost your Home Page | RSS | Careers | FAQ User Agreement | Privacy | Comment Policy | About Us | About Our Ads | Contact Us Copyright © 2014 TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. | "The Huffington Post" is a registered trademark of TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. All rights reserved. Part of HuffPost Business - AOL Money & Finance)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8774,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, Number 5, April 2004 On being well: What is your passion? by Julia Johnson There are many ways to think about the word passion. The dictionary specifies six situations for its use, most of which relate to emotions. In general conversation, passion is often used in the context of intense enthusiasm for a cause or an object. In the classroom, teachers are highly motivated and passionate about the subjects they teach; they are uniquely creative and passionate about the methods, strategies, and techniques they use to facilitate the learning of the curriculum; and they are empathetic and passionate in their interactions with their students. Outside the classroom, many teachers passionately engage in activities regarding social justice, health and safety, working and learning conditions, politics, and professionalism. In the larger world, individuals work untiringly and passionately on saving the rainforest and the oceans, protecting flora, fauna, and the ozone layer, granting amnesty for political prisoners, raising money for medical research, exposing corruption in all levels of economic and political structures, and fighting for human rights in Third-World countries. There are many things and causes to be passionate about, and during one’s lifetime, one’s passions change. In my youth, I was passionate about play and the time I spent with friends. When the age of responsibility dawned, I became passionate about my teacher training, my new husband, and the subsequent family we created. Over time, teaching became my passion, along with the diverse personal interests I pursued as an adult. Recently, a chance encounter with a recovering addict made me ponder the things that become one’s passion. The gifted classical musician, without fear and with frank openness, described to me his current unhealthy state, and during our conversation, I was deeply moved by the passion with which he spoke of his commitment to regain his health. Very simply, gently, and with directness, he said, "I am doing whatever I can to be healthy again. It is a full-time job." Those words have been playing in my mind. "I want to be healthy again. It is a full-time job." The World Health Organization and the media let us know regularly that personal health across all age groups is today’s global issue. Strange how our health, our lack of it, has become a global issue, when one considers that most of us entered the world with good health. So, how did our health become a global issue and maintaining good health a full-time job? In the beginning, with the gift of life, we were given an awesome body to house our unique abilities and spirit. We had a responsibility to respect, to preserve, and to protect our gifts. But no one told us that. No adult, in our lifetime of education or mentorship, has impressed upon us the message that one’s body is a sacred place. Instead, we have grown up believing that our personal desires and our ambitions have greater value in our life’s journey than the value we give to our body. As a result, our body has suffered from neglect, ingested toxins, and emotional and physical abuse that, over time, has damaged our cells, organs, hearts, minds, and souls. We ravage our body with no thought to its sacredness as we live the drama of our lives pursuing careers, causes, things, and passions that take us away from caring for the very thing that gives form to our life. What I have come to understand from this reflective journey about passion is this: We are on the wrong path. We take the health of our body for granted even though we know that without healthy bodies, minds, and souls we will not be able to use the talents and creative energy we were given to do the great things we were born to do. No passion, cause, or thing is as important as our body’s need to be well. It seems, however, that this message speaks to our hearts only when disease comfortably makes a home in our body. In light of the fact that personal health is now a global issue and heart disease, cancer, AIDS, and obesity are its greatest threats, it is time to give some thought to living our lives differently. Paraphrasing Dr. Wayne Dyer, it is our very best thinking that has got us to this place, so in order to get a different outcome, we need to change our minds. If we were taught from the moment of our birth to value the sacredness of the body we’re given, then our greatest passion would be to take care of it. With the house of our heart, mind, and soul in order, we would be better equipped to use our special abilities to change our sick world to a healthy one. If our personal health becomes a priority in the choices we make, then it will make sense to teach everyone we know, and especially our young, about the sacredness of our bodies, the sacredness of life, the sacredness of relationships, and the sacredness of all life on the planet we share. If we do this, then we will learn to walk and talk the path of reverence in all that we do. Julia Johnson, a learning resource teacher at Red Bluff School in Quesnel, is a BCTF PD wellness associate, johnsonj@abccom.bc.ca. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=21008&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > April 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 6, April 2010  Non-enrolling teachers—endangered list By Cheriee Weichel Her eyes welling with tears, the teacher I had only just met confided, “I have six kids in my Grade 2 class who are so far behind in reading. One doesn’t even know the letters of the alphabet; but because none of them are coded (officially designated as special needs), there is no support for them. Our learning assistance teacher only has time to help kids who are, and even then she mostly deals with paperwork.” This year during spring break, I attended my first BCTF Annual General Meeting. At my session for new attendees, I was dismayed when a teacher from one of the districts in the north mentioned that they didn’t have a teacher-librarian at her school. Here in Vancouver, I have watched the incessant carving away of non-enrolling staff; ESL and learning assistance teachers, counsellors, and teacher-librarians, to where it is less than half of what it once was. I began to wonder what it was like across the rest of the province. One afternoon, I wandered around visiting delegates from other locals around the province to conduct an informal survey of the situation for non-enrolling teachers in general, and school libraries in particular. I spoke to colleagues from Peace River, Prince George, Port Hardy, Nechako, Burns Lake, Tahsis, Gold River, Port Hardy, Langley, Abbotsford, Vernon, and more. Almost as soon as I introduced myself and explained what I was doing, reserve transformed into relief—teachers have stories they need to tell if only someone will listen to what is going on. It didn’t take me very long to realize that, whatever our differences across geography, demographics, and politics, we are all (students and teachers alike) in a serious crisis across the province. After my conversations with just the first two locals, I was deeply disturbed. By the time I spoke to the teacher mentioned at the onset of this article, I was near to tears. Her situation is by no means unique. Across British Columbia, non-enrolling specialist teachers need to be declared an endangered species. School libraries have been decimated and teacher-librarians are nearly non-existent in some districts. School counsellors are reduced to such an extent that their caseloads are overwhelming. Learning assistance, special needs, and second-language support teachers are being whittled away to fewer than half of what there once was. Music and art programs are also disappearing at an alarming rate. In spite of the province declaring that they are putting more money into education, most teachers told me that their administrators and boards have told them to expect even more cuts to these positions next September. Some communities, like Prince Rupert, already have less than one full-time teacher-librarian. In other cases, there is less than one for the entire district. Qualified teacher-librarians are often replaced by administrators. Libraries, if they are being kept open at all, are regularly being run by staff without relevant specialist training or education. More often than I liked to hear, they are not even teachers. This means that other unions are filling teacher-librarian positions, a situation that amounts to contracting out, yet no grievances have been filed to date. This is profoundly disturbing as we are putting ourselves in an estoppel situation whereby we may lose these positions entirely. Teacher-librarians in secondary schools are taking on more and more teaching blocks. Consequently, school libraries are being closed with increasing frequency. The situation regarding learning assistance teachers is only slightly less upsetting. Teachers from Burns Lake said there are no learning assistance teachers in elementary schools and only one in the secondary school of about 450 students. Consistently across districts, I was told that, unless a student has a designated code or number, she or he will not get any extra support from a learning assistance teacher. Testing to determine if students can be designated special needs is regularly done by school psychologists, another position that is disappearing. The resulting Catch-22 is that a student can only get support when she or he is designated, yet there are increasingly limited opportunities for designation to happen. Moreover, often even when students are eventually tested and it is determined that they need extra help, it doesn’t mean the help is there. Even in schools with a special education teacher of some kind, her or his caseload is increasingly confounded by reams of accountability related paperwork downloaded from the provincial government. One teacher told me that she doesn’t even get help with her designated students until January because of this. Unfortunately, this also seems to be the norm across the province. A specialist teacher, I know here in Vancouver, comes to work early and regularly stays until 6:00 p.m. to do paperwork so that she has some time during school hours to work with students. Since the removal of language from our teaching contract that guaranteed ratios of specialist teachers to student population, numerous positions have been eliminated. Initially, many regions saw an increase in hiring of teacher aides, special education assistants, and other non-teaching staff from other unions—individuals without the education and expertise of a specialist teacher. Now it appears that these positions are also being chiselled away. When teachers talk about class- size and class-composition issues in a formal way, they are talking about the total numbers of students as well as the numbers of designated special needs students per class. This discussion does not take into account the numbers of students with special learning needs who do not have an official designation, students like the ones mentioned above. Even under optimal conditions, specialist support for all these at-risk students is necessary. Today, teachers are dealing with larger class sizes and increasing numbers of students with special needs and minimal, if any, support staff. This puts teachers and all learners in their classes in an untenable position. It is not enough to look at class size and and class composition. We must also focus on re-establishing ratios to guarantee that there is adequate specialist teacher support for all learners. School libraries and teacher-librarians, counsellors, special education, learning assistance, and English-as-a-second language and dialect-support teachers, have an integral role in supporting literacy development in different but significant ways for the many learners within the diverse groups of our educational communities. What is truly distressing about their loss is that there is now a dearth of support for the most vulnerable students. Those who most need our help are the ones who are being abandoned. All of the teachers I spoke with are worried about many students like those six students I first mentioned. Without proper support, what is going to happen to them? Cheriee Weichel teaches at Charles Dickens Elementary School, Vancouver.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=14148,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 1997 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 9, Number 7, May/June 1997 Bargaining: Safeguard for the Classroom by Garry Litke Bargaining has significantly improved working conditions for teachers and learning conditions for students in British Columbia over the years. Bargaining has continually increased the level of funding and support to the system, reducing class sizes, supporting integration, and improving many other classroom conditions. Bargaining has introduced and enforced fair processes for teachers in evaluation, discipline, and hiring. Bargaining is the only avenue we have to achieve fair salaries for the jobs we do. You may be asking questions about this new round of bargaining. The mountain we are looking at may seem too distant and too high to climb, especially when boards are singing the annual spring budget blues and threatening layoffs and cutbacks. But the bargaining team, with the direction and support of teachers, is intent on bargaining a new contract that will continue to improve teachers’ and students’ lives. There is a “ray” of hope here, not only because Ray Worley is the chief negotiator, but also because the Provincial Bargaining Conference in February expressed strong support for key objectives brought forward by members. The conference decided that a provincial agreement will be achievable if we introduce a streamlined package focussing on significant bargaining objectives. The objectives include key workload issues such as class composition and support for ESL students and students with special needs. Members said we must address the problems created by education changes. And they said that benefits need improving, including the introduction of early-retirement incentives. Right now, the bargaining team is developing language to meet these objectives, preparing a package for presentation to the employer (BCPSEA). The process is quite strenuous. We must be careful to be consistent with other parts of the package and with the 75 existing agreements. We must be careful all the while not to undercut anyone’s current contract, as “no contract stripping” is of major importance. The next step will be to circulate the package to local presidents for advice. Members will be included in that review process through local discussion. Finally, the package will be recommended for the approval of the BCTF Executive Committee. Meanwhile, we continue to meet with BCPSEA. So far, we’ve heard nothing that dissuades us from our assessment that their agenda is to remove significant provisions from our collective agreement. In spite of that, we have finalized the split of local and provincial issues, and we are working to achieve a contract for adult educators, many of whom have only recently been added to our bargaining unit. Bargaining works. At the end of the process will be a contract signed by both parties. What happens between now and that predictable event is less foreseeable, but the provincial bargaining team is looking forward to the challenges, and we will keep you informed along the way. We will forge ahead until that signed contract is in the possession of 40,000 teachers in B.C. Garry Litke is a member of the BCTF’s negotiating team. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=19980,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 2, October 2009  BCTF Cuba project: Collaboration in Guantánamo By Mick Loosemore The name Guantánamo has become synonymous with injustice through the infamous US naval base toward the eastern end of Cuba. It’s unfortunate that this association leaves most of us with that single impression. The real Guantánamo is a vibrant city of some 400,000 friendly souls, apparently oblivious to the contraventions of human rights going on just 30 km away; in fact, the only reference you’re likely to hear is la base ilegal, which leaves little to the imagination about the thinking of Guantanemeros toward their unwelcome neighbours. I had the opportunity to spend some time there last March, along with three colleagues as part of the BCTF Cuba Project, a 10-year-old BCTF program, in which a team of BC teachers spends two weeks in Cuba as volunteers, delivering workshops in language teaching methodology and language enhancement for Cuban teachers of English. But for all participants, it is as much an interchange of ideas as it is a delivery of pedagogical methods. We learn as much from our Cuban colleagues as they do from us; we are all involved in the same venture: not only to improve ourselves as language teachers, but also to understand the similarities, differences, and challenges that exist within our respective societies. Program locations change each year, depending on the wishes of both the union and the Ministry of Education. This year the program was located in El Oriente—Manzanillo, Santiago de Cuba, and Guantánamo—three cities with distinct characters, but with similar vibrancy and warmth. After making preparatory arrangements with the English Department at Santiago’s pedagogico (teacher’s college), I traveled in the ubiquitous union-owned Soviet-era Lada, which might or might not always make it, to Guantánamo, fully expecting to arrive in a city emblazoned with anti-yanqui billboards, but instead finding a city seemingly unaware of the mystique that might be expected from such a globally infamous name: Guantánamo. The driver introduced me to the gregarious Dr. Guillermo Acosta, director of international relations, at the pedagogico, whose enthusiasm immediately destroyed my expectations of a routine organization of the program. My colleagues back in Canada, who were likely running on empty completing their winter sessions, had prepared materials for three, two-and-a-half-day workshops. Guillermo (given names only, please!) had other ideas. He presented me—initially to my dismay—with a finely detailed hour-by-hour, dawn-to-well-after-dusk schedule of 10 days of both academic and cultural activities. Well, that was my job: to delicately negotiate any misunderstandings or mistaken expectations: communication with Cuba is not always easy, due to frequent Internet interruptions and the outrageous cost of phone calls—$2.50 per minute! Amongst Guillermo’s many qualities was his flexibility: how can we modify the schedule to meet the expectations of all colleagues, Cuban and Canadian? No worries. Despite their meagre $30-a-month salaries for a six-day work week, Cuban teachers are enthusiastic about their jobs, and the presence of native English speakers was, without exaggeration, a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity for many. Guantánamo is not on the itinerary of many travelers, and la base ilegal isn’t the spot for a Sunday picnic. And so it came to be that my colleagues (and eventually I) spent a busy, inspiring, energetic two weeks there, exchanging ideas by day, absorbing culture in the evening, and sharing basic accommodation in a drab, elevator-less concrete highrise. The neighbours took very little notice of these strangers pedalling away in the morning after loading their teaching materials into yet another chugging white Lada, which returned at night, the indefatigable Felix still at the wheel, to whisk them off to Guillermo’s pre-arranged event. Maybe traditional dancing, maybe drama, maybe storytelling, maybe a hot night at the disco, but always entertaining, always a cultural immersion and sharing. Travelling is an opportunity for personal growth, and when interaction with locals is a built-in component, the opportunities for learning multiply. As the team leader for this year’s Cuba Project, I consider myself extremely fortunate to have been able to expand my horizons beyond what I had experienced as a teacher-participant in two previous programs. The Cuba Project is open to active BCTF members. More information about the Cuba Project can be found on the BCTF website bctf.ca, including an application for participation on future Cuba Project teams. Mick Loosemore is an adult educator, Surrey. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11328,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2001 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 14, Number 2, October 2001 Top 10 BCTF lesson aids 1.  Standing Together: A Focus on Bullying   Produced by the BCTF, 17-minute videocassette, ©2001. This video may be used as a supplement to the resource binder, Focus on Bullying: A Prevention Program for Elementary School Communities, and/or as a stand-alone teaching tool with an audience of elementary students, educators, or parents. The video is narrated and dramatized by over 150 elementary school students. In the video the students explore several types of bullying behaviours and demonstrate appropriate ways of dealing with bullying incidents when the school, home and community work together. A facilitator’s guide poses discussion questions. Funded by a grant from the National Crime Prevention Centre: Community Mobilization Program. K–7 LA 2331—$39.95. 2. Water: Sharing Our Precious Resource    Produced by FORED BC ©2001 Produced by FORED BC in co-operation with government agencies, business, environmental groups and others, contains resource information pamphlets, fact sheets, lesson plans, poster, and a water pollution quiz slide card. Activities include operating a hand-held electrical generator, a school energy audit, water filtration, watershed study and a consumer inventory. Students will be introduced to concepts such as groundwater, aquifer, the hydrologic cycle, and renewable and non-renewable resources. Some curriculum links are included in the package. Grades 8-12 LA 4048—$14 3. Take a Technowalk to Learn about Mechanisms and Energy   Peter Williams and Saryl Jacobson 92 p. ©2000. This book introduces students to the concepts of mechanisms, power and energy by investigating the technologies that are all around the classroom, school, and community. Includes 10 fun technowalks with safety guidelines; special instructions to accommodate different grade levels; expectations; evaluation and assessment ideas; pre- and post-walk activities; proven strategies for integrating technowalks into science and other core subjects; reproducible technowalk worksheets and parent involvement sheets. K–8 LA 6805—$27.95 4. Science for Kids Series: Cross-Curricular Thematic Units   Denny and Rebecca Hughes ©1999. This primary science series provides theme-unit ideas for the Grade K–3 science curriculum. The five units–Butterflies, Insects, Plants, Whales, and Rocks and Minerals—focus on student-centred discovery and experimentation, but also emphasize language skills. Each unit incorporates both oral and written language, along with reading, spelling and vocabulary development. Social studies, science, math, drama, art and music activities are also featured in each unit. Teachers can select those ideas or activities which they feel are most suitable to their students (K–3). LA 8571A Insects 80 p. (K–3), $20.95, LA 8571B Butterflies 61 p. (K–3), $20.95, LA 8571C Plants 73 p. (K–3), $20.95, LA 8571D Whales 77 p. (K–3), $20.95, LA 8571E Rocks and Minerals 86 p. (Grades 1–4), $20.95 LA 8571—$20.95  5.  How to Write a Story, Grades 1–3   Produced by Evan-Moor Educational Publishers ©2001. The contents of this illustrated resource book include setting the stage for writing; teaching the parts of the story; step-by-step writing units; more story writing ideas; publishing and presenting stories; and a story writing centre with 48 pages of charts, prompts, and writing forms. Note that the book is published in the USA and contains some US-based standards and references. Grades 1–3. LA 8048—$13.95 6. Helping Low Achievers Succeed at Mathematics   Derek Haylock and Douglas McDougall 160 p. ©2000. This book is the busy teacher’s guide to helping low achieving students succeed at math. There are pages of practical ideas with a sound, easy to understand rationale. Topics include the most essential skill sets in mathematics for children aged 8–12 years. In this book teachers will find a positive expectation that all students can learn math, a method for realizing that goal, and hope that teachers will be able to help their low achieving students experience success. Included are an overview of how to teach mathematics effectively; key considerations in teaching with various topics addressed in the book: place value, measurement, operations, and common fractions; specific learning targets and engaging, easy to play games and activities. Grades 2–8 LA 9403—$36.95 7.  Le Défi Begbie d'histoire du Canada: les huit premières années Parrainé   The Begbie Contest Society 236 p. Cette trousse rassemble les examens de Begbie depuis 1994. On y trouve plus de 220 questions à choix multiple, des questions à développement, des analyses de caricatures politiques, une bibliographie, le guide de correction et les corrigés. 10e et 11e année. LA F2017—25,00$ 8.  Song Writing: A Classroom Approach   Fred Maybee, 60 p. and 73-min CD ©2001. Manual with practical advice for teaching song writing and recording in the classroom. Teachers with little or no experience will be able to follow the process and produce something that their students will be proud of. Each chapter is short and practical, outlining exactly what is required to do in order to lead students through an exciting musical experience. Included in the resource are 26 original song scores written by students and a 73-minute CD of the 26 original songs performed by students. K–12 LA 9755—$31.95  9.  How to Teach Nonfiction Writing, Grades 3–6   Produced by Evan-Moor Educational Publishers 96 p. ©2001. This resource book is divided into seven parts. In addition to teacher directions and a myriad of reproducible writing forms, each section contains reproducible charts that describe the characteristics of each type of writing and give steps to follow. Part 1—Introduction; Part 2—Narrative Writing; Part 3—Expository Writing; Part 4—Persuasive Writing; Part 5—Writing Reports; Part 6—Graphic Components and Part 7—Other Writing Forms. Note that the book is published in the USA and contains some US-based standards and references. Grades 3–6 LA 9121—$13.95 10.  Societal Impacts of Computerization   Chris Bastone 44 p. ©2000. The Province of B.C. IRP for Information Technology 8–10 lists the prescribed learning outcome that "students will demonstrate an awareness of the impact of information technology tools on society." This learning resource is a must for Grades 7–12 computer teachers who try to help their computer students understand value conflicts and ethical choices associated with electronics communication. The activities help connect computer skills to a broader social context through an introduction to socio-technology and a survey of critical issues in computerization such as cyberstalking, hacking, safety, privacy and gender. The resource also supports learning outcomes for the following British Columbia IRPs: Information Technology 11/12, Social Studies 11, Technology Education 8-12. School site license allows teachers to photocopy the activities for students. Grades 8–12 LA 2150— $22.00 For a complete listing of over 900 BCTF Lesson Aids, consult the catalogue in your school library or the Lesson Aids online catalogue, www.bctf.ca/LessonAids To order any of the above lesson aids, enclose a cheque payable to the BCTF or authorized purchase order to BCTF Lesson Aids Service, 100-550 West 6th Avenue, Vancouver, BC V5Z 4P2. GST and postage/handling are included in the prices. Orders are sent by return mail. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=21662&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > October 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 23, Number 2, October 2010     AGM Bargaining survey responses Jason Proulx, Langley  What would you like to achieve in the next round of bargaining?  We haven’t had any real increases in benefits, so I would like to see improvements in a broad range of benefits. I would also like to be remunerated more closely to what our Ontario colleagues enjoy given that the cost of living in the GVRD and surrounding areas is among the highest in the country. Finally, regaining REAL enforceable class-size and composition limits across BC. Most important issues for you?  As a staff rep, I find it difficult to get teachers involved in union issues. I think that getting back to local bargaining will re-energize teachers and get them to reconnect with the decision-making process at the local level. Issues I feel we need to pursue are: using “days in lieu” offered up to teachers as pacifiers or as bandaids for class-size and composition violations to using those funds to hire SEA for real support in classrooms on a daily basis. ensuring TTOCs are used to support teachers wanting to participate in school-based team meetings during the school day. Alex Peters, Burnaby  What would you like to achieve in the next round of bargaining?  seniority hiring for temporary and continuing contracts improved benefits package return to local bargaining class-size and composition improvements leave for union business for TTOCs. Most important issues for you?  seniority hiring for temporary and continuing contracts an improved benefits package. Deanna Ritchie, Greater Victoria What would you like to achieve in the next round of bargaining?  My hope is that a mutually respectful meeting will occur and that both parties will have the opportunity to share their views fairly and peacefully. Most important issues for you?  reinstating our right to local collective bargaining finding more effective solutions to oversized classes and ineffective class compositions increasing salary rates for all teachers, including TTOCs, by shortening the salary grid.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=23312,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 23, Number 7, May/June 2011 The Fraser Institute’s report card on Aboriginal education in BC By Robert Genaille I was dismayed to read the Report Card on Aboriginal Education in British Columbia 2011, released March 31, 2011. As a teacher working in this province, I have always looked upon releases with some apprehension, as I do perceive a bias in the research that does not reflect the working and learning conditions of the classrooms or the lived experiences of the students, their families, or their teachers. I recently made the argument that, in order to effect real change, we need to be willing to hear and consider all voices, even if we do not necessarily agree with them. To deny the voice of the other does a disservice to the transformative potential of education and weakens the strength inherent in the indigenous ways of knowing and learning. 1. I need to point out that the report card seems only to make a quantitative analysis of standardized statistics culled from FSA results and success rates on provincial exams, using a narrow set of criteria to shrink down Aboriginal education to a simple formula based on success versus failure. In doing this, the report does say that it is using these statistics to allow parents of Aboriginal ancestry the right and freedom to make choices about the schools where they place their children. Freedom for Aboriginal parents to choose is supported in the 1972 policy paper delivered to the Minister of Indian Affairs and Northern Development by the National Indian Brotherhood/ Assembly of First Nations: If we are to avoid the conflict of values which in the past has led to withdrawal and failure, Indian parents must have control of education with the responsibility of setting goals. What we want for our children can be summarized very briefly: to reinforce their Indian identity. to provide the training necessary for making a good living in modern society. (p. 6) The statement seems to be a noble assessment of the Indian Control of Indian Education (1972) document, but I do not believe that the report card is respecting the intent of the document in its declaration above. To give parents control of education with the responsibility means to allow them a seat at the table to work toward a consensus of the needs of their children and communities that allows them to protect and recover the sense of belonging inherent in the connection to one’s culture and identity. It does not discount the second bullet, to provide the necessary training for making a good living in modern society, but the limited nature of the statistics analyzed do not allow for a proper evaluation of what a school is doing or failing to do in preparing students for our modern society. 2. I cannot speak to the FSA statistics as I am not a specialist in that area, either as a teacher or advocate, however, I can speak to the provincial exam analysis. I have had the opportunity to teach four different courses that require a provincial exam as a mandatory part of their final mark—BC First Nations Studies 12, Social Studies 11, English 10, and English 12. I have not placed very much value in the exams as reflective evaluations of student achievement, as they have relied far too heavily on multiple-choice questions as a means of determining student learning in the course. This reliance does not allow for an accurate measure of applied skills development or critical thinking, instead boiling down the curriculum learning outcomes to choosing between four possible answers to knowledge-based questions. The questions assess factoid memorization and not whether the student understands the concepts being explored in the curriculum. I can use the exam to test whether you know when the Calder Case took place and what the Sparrow Case was about, but multiple-choice questions do not let you determine if the student understands the implications of those two cases on the development of Aboriginal self-advocacy and the applications of that to their understanding of the lived experiences of Aboriginal people in Canadian society. 3. Having said that, I need to address the issue of relationships in the education system. Parents do care about the education of their children, despite what many non-Aboriginal people believe. They are, however, balancing that desire with the aforementioned challenges and the foundation of mistrust in the institution that has been the result of many decades of abuse at the hands of the education system in Canada. I have had to challenge the assumption of lack of caring many times and I reiterate here that, sometimes we have to be willing to set aside our own assumptions and reach out with a little bit of humility to the parents. We do this by being the advocates our Aboriginal children need in the education system, and being willing to advocate on behalf of their parents if they need us to do so. While the language in the report purports to do this, it does so from the paternalistic perspective that we are giving you all the information you need, now make the right choice. It is also not the best way to approach parents to build a relationship. As I have already stated, we need to set aside our assumptions and ask them what they need, what they want and how they would like to see us work together in creating a successful environment for their children. In addition, we need to understand that for many of our students, education is not the most important thing in their lives. Our students face many challenges and we need to address this by creating a safe environment where a sense of belonging can be developed. This needs to be built on a relationship of trust and respect that dignifies the voice of the student in the classroom. I know teachers are doing this around the province. It is an aspect that requires time and patience. It is something that cannot be measured by analyzing test and exam results. 4. I am opposed to the arbitrary measurement of six years as the required time to achieve graduation success. I have asked about whether grad rates beyond the six year cut-off is tracked, but have received no answer. To be fair, I have probably not found the right people to ask. My experience shows some students graduate in year seven or year eight, or through adult education, GED completion. Sometimes life gets in the way and arbitrary completion deadlines are not the most important things in the world of the student. Where is the commentary that acknowledges the integration of indigenous pedagogies into the classroom? Where are the celebrations of the relationship-building between schools and communities in collaborative efforts? Why aren’t we talking about the improvements that are going on, or the fact we are teaching ALL students about the indigenous lived experience so that the acceptance of our Aboriginal students into the modern Canadian society will be much less painful than it was for my generation or that of my parents? Where is the commentary that acknowledges the loss of sleep we suffer worrying about suicides and whether our kids have something to eat in the morning, or the fact that our attempts to build positive relationships have shown some progress attendance-wise? Our efforts to build a safe environment and a sense of belonging are starting to show results, though I have no way to quantify that. Where is the commentary about the province’s abandonment of support for the First Nations Kindergarten programs? Robert Genaille is a TTOC, Fraser-Cascade District 78. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140925,www.familiesfundingteachers.ca,http://www.familiesfundingteachers.ca/?p=414,Bandidas donates $2,441.25 to @FamiliesFunding | Families Funding Teachers Families Funding Teachers Because the BC Liberals won't Skip to content About Why Support BC Teachers? Donate Educate Advocate Communicate ← #TeachersHeartParents Vancouver SuperRally for Arbitration – TOMORROW! → Bandidas donates $2,441.25 to @FamiliesFunding Posted on September 12, 2014 | Comments Off [photo: Lew MacDonald]On Wednesday, Bandidas Taqueria had the highest sales in their history and together with the community raised $2,441.25 for our teachers!! They write: “Funds have been donated to Families Funding Teachers to support the BC strike fund. Fingers crossed that this dispute is resolved very soon. And remember, we will continue our support EVERY WEDNESDAY until the teachers are back at work. Bandidas for BC teachers!“ It was a fantastic show of love and support for BC teachers. The food and service were amazing (as usual) and a lineup was never so fun! Emma & Roland played guitar and entertained everyone while babies and kids wrote chalk messages, made signs and blew bubbles – all in a show of solidarity with our teachers. The best part? Nobody had a meltdown – not even the hungry mums :)  Check it out on CBC here. See you next Wednesday!! Share the love! This entry was posted in Uncategorized. Bookmark the permalink. ← #TeachersHeartParents Vancouver SuperRally for Arbitration – TOMORROW! → Search for: Recent Posts Who Dat, Who Dat? @BCTF! Rocky Mountain Flatbread Co. & Bandidas <3 Teachers! #MacGyverADeal #MulletOfJustice Ask an MLA: Tough Questions from Citizens Needed #AllAboutTheKids Vancouver SuperRally for Arbitration – TOMORROW! Bandidas donates $2,441.25 to @FamiliesFunding #TeachersHeartParents How can BC afford quality public education? Easy #PotsandPansforPublicEducationRally #MulletOfJustice #LoveLettersFromTeachers @ChristyClarkbc’s teacher “talking points” breach credibility zone #HatersGonnaHate but @FamiliesFunding spreads the love BC Teachers Strike: A History Lesson Take Action! Attend a Rally MLA Playdate Buy a t-shirt! Donate to BC Teacher Food Bank Drive Rally for Change 10 Things You Can Do Sign A Petition Put Children First Premier Clark, Negotiate with teachers Creative Commons This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 2.5 Canada License Visit BCTF Link Love Vancity supports BC Teachers I Support BC Teachers We Support BC Teachers Famous Actors Support BC Teachers BC Businesses Support BC Teachers BC Federation of Labour supports BC Teachers Resources A Fair Deal Better Schools for BC Protect Public Education Now What the Ministry of Education Doesn't Say Why Teachers are Striking Proudly powered by WordPress. Theme: Coraline by WordPress.com.)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "Gr8 event honoring Taiwan ROC w many friends @douglasbing @marvinhunt4bc @KerryLynneFindl @mhlchiu26 @prairiechinois http://t.co/85TUCQsbrI" @John_Yap - 05:40pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "Gr8 event honoring Taiwan ROC w many friends @douglasbing @marvinhunt4bc @KerryLynneFindl @mhlchiu26 @prairiechinois http://t.co/85TUCQsbrI" @John_Yap - 05:40pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=14890,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2008 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 20, Number 4, January/February 2008 CASLT The Canadian Association of Second Language Teachers (CASLT) has many new resources and improved member services. New resources: Open Your World with Languages—Celebrating Languages Week! The kit includes four multilingual poster/teaching tools, a PDF teacher support guide and student bookmarks. Available for purchase. Common Framework of Reference and a Portfolio for Languages in Canada. A series of fact sheets and an information kit to increase awareness on the Common European Framework of Reference for Languages and the European Language Portfolio and their potential adoption for use in the Canadian educational context. Available for purchase. You can order copies by consulting our resource catalogue—www.caslt.org. CASLT website CASLT will soon be launching a brand new look and navigation for its website. Features include: access to a "Members Only" section with access to special resources and documents. improved navigation to find appropriate information and resources of interest to them. CASLT's latest news featured directly on the home page in a special "Spotlight On" section. search feature to find documents quickly and efficiently. fully bilingual website, with easy transitioning between English and French content pages. Podcasts on FSL education How can we get more boys interested in learning French? How can we help students improve their listening skills? How can we enhance FSL learning for multilingual students? Explore on-going series of podcasts featuring innovative practices and solutions to FSL education issues. You can download each free 5-minute audio program by visiting the CASLT website. www.LangCanada.ca A one-stop portal on the Internet to access information related to second official language teaching and learning. LangCanada.ca, helps teachers find the tools they need in order to make language learning more enriching for their students. Established in 1970, CASLT increases awareness, appreciation and understanding of the importance of second language teaching and learning throughout Canada and promotes the advancement of professional excellence among language educators. See www.caslt.org for more information and to sign-up for free online newsletters. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=10182&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 6, May/June 2003 Porto Alegre and the World Education Forum by Neil Worboys In January, I participated in the World Education Forum in Porto Alegre, Brazil. Only two years old, this education forum precedes the World Social Forum, an open meeting place for reflective thinking and democratic debate regarding antiglobalization, environmental, and women’s issues. The World Education Forum in Dakar, Senegal, April 2000, was the first and most important event in education at the dawn of the new century. By adopting the Dakar Framework for Action, the 1,100 participants of the forum reaffirmed their commitment to achieving education for all by the year 2015 and entrusted UNESCO with the overall responsibility of co-ordinating all international players and sustaining the global momentum. This year, participants from all over the world travelled to Brazil to share their ideas and concerns about the state of public education. The common theme: governments worldwide are aggressively pursuing a neoliberal agenda. We teachers need to join others to form a common front against the push to bring down social services. I heard educators from Scotland, India, Ecuador, and Italy condemn globalized underfunding and privatization of educational services. We in British Columbia are a small part of a much larger, invidious plan for a rebirth of the old imperialism disguised in the new language of the right, called "globalization." In plain English, right-wing governments follow with alacrity their agenda of dismantling a system that has lasted for 100 years. Governments around the world are shredding social democracies to create a system that demolishes the middle class, creates serfdom of the poor, and, of course, benefits the rich. In most countries, the global economic system blocks almost all attempts for radical change in education. New Zealand, one of the first countries to pursue privitization in education, backed off recently, because it didn’t work. People wanted a socially responsible system. The powerful, large, rich multinational corporations follow their goal of creating wealth for their shareholders; corporations are not interested in investing money in education. The "learning for earning" model is in many corporations’ best interests: they want a cheap, uneducated workforce. Presenters at the conference stated that if citizens around the world believe that a basic standard of education can be achieved by the year 2015, they will have to struggle for it. Universal education will not come about simply by intelligent, rational discussion. The struggle will be between those who hold the wealth and power and those who don’t. Speaker after speaker reiterated the need to build alliances and coalitions to apply constant pressure on government for greater equality and more resources. Sound familiar? Unfortunately, the global picture is painted in discouraging colours. Local, national, and international governments work hard to thwart the advancement of social movements. They fear that education will transform docile citizens into critical thinkers who might challenge governmental trends and question authority. Here in B.C., I’m more optimistic. Since January, the tide is turning, as coalitions build forces to fight back. Witness the dedicated struggle against B.C. Hydro’s being taken over by Accenture. Observe the Education Funding Conference and the Caravan Against the Cuts, two hugely successful activities that have brought people together in their commitment to, and support of, public education. You’ve probably taken part in myriad petitions, marches, and rallies against the government as people unite to prevent the destruction of health and education services. Education, however, creates a populace that challenges the reality of pre-packaged concepts of a controlled media. At Porto Alegre, I met a black American educator, a man who’d left a highly paid aeronautical-engineering job to become a teacher. His unbridled passion called him from a position paying $400,000 a year to one that paid about one-tenth as much. I was inspired as he told us his reasons for changing careers. He related that education is the most powerful change agent that he saw; indeed, the only way he could see American society change the way it functions is through educating students who think critically and ask questions about the kind of society they want to belong to. He worried that the American government is brainwashing the general public through the media, as it promotes the message that "everything’s going well, so there’s no need to speak out." As a result, education in America is becoming even more unbalanced. In a two-tiered system, the poor don’t have a chance. It’s a vicious cycle. His words strike a profound chord right here in British Columbia. Why are the Liberals waging war on the poor, the women, the elderly, and the disabled? We cannot afford a public education system that picks on the most vulnerable. We teachers have a valuable role to play in promoting a caring society, replicated in schools. Panel presenters, small groups, and individuals all condemned the World Trade Organization. This year, the WTO has on its agenda the matter of education: Should it be a service or a right? It’s leaning to the belief that education is a service. The participants at Porto Alegre denounced that view, embracing education as a right, with the goal of universal public education that benefits individuals as well as the collective. There is no room in a publicly funded education system for a profit-generating enterprise that considers the bottom line above the needs of people. Jean-Marie Maillard, one of the workshop presenters, warned us of the evils of the WTO. She said, "Systems of inequality, elitism, and social and cultural exclusion, and of forsaking the weaker ones, are the unavoidable consequences of WTO policies." Common to all was the sense that governments are unwilling rather than unable to provide the necessary resources for quality public education. People felt that children should have unlimited access to knowledge, ideas, and skills and that the investigation of those areas should be completely funded by government. Globally, resources are available for education. Governments must make education a priority. They have to do it rather than give tax breaks to the rich, a practice lamentably used by the Liberals here in B.C.! Upon returning to B.C., I knew our struggle for quality public education mirrored many other similar struggles around the world. The coalitions we have established over the last several months are working. More concerned parents than ever before are speaking out about the cuts to education. Neither their voices nor ours will be silenced by government rhetoric. I ask that even in these difficult times, we recommit ourselves to practising what Paolo Freire, Brazil’s greatest educator, calls "pedagogy of the heart" in our quest to humanize our society. It is our greatest privilege and challenge to awaken in all learners the expectation of change—a power that once awakened, seeks expression in collective, transforming social action. I felt invigorated, knowing that we B.C. teachers are part of a world-wide movement of social change, one I was privileged to witness in Porto Alegre, at the World Education Forum, an amazing interchange of ideas. Neil Worboys is president of the BCTF.)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/hashtag/vincereadyisgod?src=hash,Tweets about #vincereadyisgod hashtag on Twitter টুইটার অনুসন্ধান অনুসন্ধান টুইটার খুঁজুন সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ ভাষা : বাংলা. हिन्दी Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন টুইটার-এ নতুন ? আজই যোগদান করুন » সাইন ইন করুন ফোন, ইমেল বা ব্যবহারকারীর নাম পাসওয়ার্ড সাইন ইন আমাকে মনে রাখুন পাসওয়ার্ড ভুলে গেছেন? ইতিমধ্যে আপনি কি টেক্সট বার্তার মাধ্যমে টুইটার ব্যবহার করছেন? #vincereadyisgod -এ তাত্ক্ষণিক আপডেট পান সবকিছু মানুষজন ছবিসমূহ ভিডিওগুলি খবর সময়রেখা সমূহ উন্নত অনুসন্ধান সর্বত্র আপনার কাছাকাছি কাকে অনুসরণ করবেন · রিফ্রেশ · সবকটি দেখুন জনপ্রিয অ্যাকাউন্টগুলি · বন্ধুদের অনুসন্ধান করুন · পরিবর্তন © 2014 টুইটার সম্বন্ধে সহায়তা শর্তাবলী গোপনতা কুকিগুলো বিজ্ঞপ্তি তথ্য ব্র্যান্ড ব্লগ স্ট্যাটাস অ্যাপস চাকরিসমূহ বিজ্ঞাপন ব্যবসা সমূহ মিডিয়া ডেভেলপারগণ ডিরেক্টরি বন্ধ প্রবণতা ট্রেন্ডস আপনার জন্য উপযোগী। ট্রেন্ডের মাধ্যমে আপনি সহজেই আপনার আগ্রহের খবরাখবর পেতে পারছেন। আপনি কোথায় থাকেন এবং কাদের অনুসরণ করেন তার উপরে ভিত্তি করে ট্রেন্ড উপস্থাপিত করা হয়। পরিবর্তন উপযোগী করা ট্রেন্ডস রাখুন বিশ্বব্যাপী প্রবণতা পান সম্পন্ন অনুসন্ধান বিকল্প এই অনুসন্ধান স্থাপিত করুন #vincereadyisgod এর জন্য ফলাফল শীর্ষ / সব Anita Sthankiya ‏ @AnitaSthankiya ১৮ সেপ্টেম্বর Social Media Declares Vince Ready as 'God' #VinceReadyIsGod http://www.kelownanow.com/news/bc_news/news/Provincial/14/09/17/Social_Media_Declares_Vince_Ready_as_God … … … ৫:১১ অপরাহ্ণ - ১৭ সেপ্টেম্বর, ২০১৪ · বিবরণ সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Super Vancouver ‏ @supervancouver ১৭ সেপ্টেম্বর Mediator Vince Ready did it again! #vincereadyisgod was declared God on Wikipedia #Vancouver http://fb.me/2S63gZeis  সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Vancity Buzz ‏ @VancityBuzz ১৬ সেপ্টেম্বর Vince Ready hailed as "God" after negotiating deal for B.C. teachers http://ow.ly/Bz9dB  #VinceReadyisGod #bced #bcpoli সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Trendsmap Vancouver ‏ @TrendsVancouver ১৬ সেপ্টেম্বর #vincereadyisgod is now trending in #Vancouver http://trendsmap.com/ca/vancouver  ৮:৩৬ পূর্বাহ্ণ - ১৬ সেপ্টেম্বর, ২০১৪ · বিবরণ সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট News1130 ‏ @News1130radio ১৬ সেপ্টেম্বর RT @jerrywalker67 someone's having fun over at wikipedia #vincereadyisgod #bctf #bced #bcpoli pic.twitter.com/f9IzFnyBr4 ৮:১৩ পূর্বাহ্ণ - ১৬ সেপ্টেম্বর, ২০১৪ · বিবরণ সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Sophia Woo ‏ @woo_sophia ১৬ সেপ্টেম্বর With respect to @jerrywalker67 wikipedia #vincereadyisgod - my impression of Vince during negotiations pictured -> pic.twitter.com/xzSU9BOa7Q ৭:৩৯ পূর্বাহ্ণ - ১৬ সেপ্টেম্বর, ২০১৪ · বিবরণ সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট #vincereadyisgod এর জন্য টুইট ফলাফল নেই। আপনি #vincereadyisgod-এর শীর্ষ টুইটের শেষে পৌঁছে গেছেন। সব টুইট দেখুন। লোড হতে বেশ কিছুক্ষণ সময় নিচ্ছে। টুইটার অতিরিক্ত ক্ষমতা অথবা ক্ষণস্থায়ী হেঁচকির সম্মুখীন হতে পারে। পুনরায় চেষ্টা করুন অথবা পরিদর্শন করুন টুইটার স্ট্যাটাস আরও বিশদ তথ্যের জন্য। খারিজ বন্ধ পূর্ববর্তী পরবর্তী বন্ধ একজন ব্যক্তির প্রোফাইলে যান সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ বন্ধ আপনার অনুসরণকারীদের এই পুনঃটুইটটি পাঠাবেন? বাতিল পুনঃটুইট বন্ধ আপনি কি নিশ্চিত যে এই টুইট মুছে দিতে চান? বাতিল মুছে ফেলুন বন্ধ রোধ করন বাতিল রোধ করন আপনার টুইটসমুহে একটি অবস্থান যুক্ত করুন যখন একটি অবস্থানের সঙ্গে আপনার টুইট করেন, টুইটার সেই অবস্থান সংরক্ষণ করে। প্রত্যেক টুইটের আগে আপনি আপনার অবস্থান চালু / বন্ধ করতে পারেন, এবং যে কোনও সময় আপনি আপনার অবস্থানের ইতিহাস মুছে ফেলতে পারেন। আরো জানুন অবস্থান চালু করুন এখন নয় স্থান বন্ধ করুন বন্ধ প্রোফাইল সারসংক্ষেপ বন্ধ আপনার তালিকাসমূহ বন্ধ একটি নতুন তালিকা তৈরি করুন নাম তালিকা বিবরণ 100 অক্ষরের কম, ঐচ্ছিক তালিকাসমূহ:গোপনীয়তা সাধারণ · যে কেউ এই তালিকা অনুসরণ করতে পারেন ব্যক্তিগত · শুধুমাত্র আপনিই এই তালিকায় প্রবেশ করতে পারবেন তালিকা সংরক্ষণ করুন বন্ধ বন্ধ এই টুইট স্থাপিত কর আপনার নীচের ওয়েবসাইটে কোডটি অনুলিপি দ্বারা এই টুইট যোগ করুন * আরও জানুন হুম, সার্ভারে পৌঁছনোর একটি সমস্যা ছিল। পরে আবার চেষ্টা করবেন? প্রকৃত টুইট অন্তর্ভুক্ত করুন অন্তর্ভুক্ত মিডিয়া প্রাকদর্শন বন্ধ টুইটারে নিবন্ধন করুন টুইটারে নেই? নিবন্ধন করুন, আপনির পছন্দের বিষয়গুলির সাথে যুক্ত হন, এবং তাদের বিষয়ে হালনাগাদ পান। একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন » বন্ধ দুটি উপায় (প্রেরণ এবং গ্রহণ) শর্ট কোড: দেশ কোড গ্রাহকদের জন্য মার্কিন যুক্তরাষ্ট্র 40404 (যে কোন) কানাডা 21212 (যে কোন) যুক্তরাজ্য 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM হাইতি 40404 Digicel, Voila আয়ারল্যান্ড 51210 Vodafone, O2 ভারত 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance ইন্দোনেশিয়া 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » অন্য দেশসমুহের এসএসএস সংক্ষিপ্ত কোড দেখুন বন্ধ নিশ্চিতকরণ)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=21777&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 23, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 2010   BCTF advantage program changing partners  By Patti McLaughlin   A significant change is in store for the BCTF Advantage Program early in the new year. As of January 13, 2011, the British Columbia Automobile Association, (BCAA), will cease to be our principal partner. BCAA has made the decision to end its involvement in group marketing and will end its marketing and promotions to groups. It intends, instead, to concentrate on service to individual members. This change in no way affects BCTF members who have purchased BCAA memberships or any of BCAA’s insurance products. The BCAA will honour any discounts and benefits already promised to BCTF Advantage Program members, and members wanting to renew services at group rates may do so prior to January 13, 2011. On January 14, the BCTF Advantage Program will be introducing a new principal partner that will offer all the services previously offered to Advantage Program members, and, a new travel partner—W.E. Travel. Please watch the website: www.bctf.ca/advantage—the next edition of the Teacher newsmagazine, and your local newsletters for more information about our new partners and their offerings.  – Patti McLaughlin, BCTF Income Security Division   )
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
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(20141007,www.huffingtonpost.ca,http://www.huffingtonpost.ca/news/bc-teachers-strike-2014/get_more_bignews.php,B.C. Teachers Strike 2014: Pictures, Videos, Breaking News Using a mobile device? Go to m.huffingtonpost.com for huffpost mobile. Vancouver Christy Clark B.C. First Nations Gregor Robertson More Log in Create Account Notifications Profile Settings Logout Edition: CA BR Brasil CA Canada DE Deutschland ES España FR France IT Italia JP 日本 (Japan) KR 한국 (Korea) MG Maghreb UK United Kingdom US United States Region: BC All Canada Alberta British Columbia Québec (en français) Follow FRONT PAGE Politics Ford Still Doesn't Understand Racism51 Unvetted Judge Joins Supreme Court43 Kenney Posts Photos Of Iraqi Children To Make Case For ISIL Airstrikes94 Clinton: Canadian Help In ISIL Fight 'Indispensable'44 Canadians Left In A Fog Of War42 Go to Politics More in Politics The Pulse Stephen Harper You might also like US Politics UK Politics Business Porn Company Has A Raunchy Deal For Air Canada Pilots Sun News Just Lost Its Main Source Of Content; What Now?49 Canadian Cities Surprisingly Unpopular Destinations For Workers This Is How You Rack Up U.S. Roaming Charges While In Canada14 Look What China Might Actually Build47 Go to Business More in Business Small Business Money You might also like Tech TechCrunch Autoblog WorldPost Spanish Nurse First To Contract Ebola Outside West Africa526 It's Been 3 Weeks Since Anyone's Seen Kim And Rumors Are Swirling97 3 New Findings On ISIS Weapons That You Should Know About39 Kurds Face Massacre In Syrian Border Town As Turkey Just Watches335 American Held Hostage By ISIS: 'I Am Obviously Pretty Scared To Die'70 Go to WorldPost More in WorldPost Foreign Affairs World Elections Arab Uprising Afghanistan War Syria Crisis You might also like Travel Impact Living 100 Pumpkin Carvings That Will Inspire You Fried Maple Leaves Are A Delicacy In Japan, And We're Jealous WATCH: HuffPost Readers School Us On Toronto's Real Must-Eats Toronto Dubbed Fourth Most Livable City In The World 33 Signs You Live In Liberty Village Go to Living You might also like Healthy Living Food Recipes Divorce Women Parentdish Green Post50 Weddings Style Best Halloween Costumes For Men And Women Most Offensive Products In Retail Canadian Model Coco Rocha Is Pregnant! LOOK: Matthew McConaughey Wears 'Dazed And Confused' T-Shirt Go to Style More in Style Beauty Fashion Celeb Style Entertaining and Etiquette Stylelist Canada Wedding Style Home Style You might also like Style (U.S.) Weddings Stylelist Canada Entertainment '7th Heaven' Star Reportedly Confesses To Child Molestation On Tape424 Beyonce & Nicki Minaj Are Straight Up 'Flawless' In Paris Performance19 Jennifer Lawrence Breaks Her Silence On Nude Photo Hack Kendra Wilkinson Gets Candid About Those Cheating Rumors18 Kris Jenner Opens Up About The Late Robert Kardashian Go to Entertainment You might also like Music Celebrity TV Moviefone Arts The Glamorous History Of Pin-Up Like You've Never Seen It Before Here Are A Bunch Of F*cking Delightful Artsy Cat Photos. You're Welcome. This Is What It Really Looks Like To Be A Modern Day Nun New Animation-Inspired Art Show Will Make You Yearn For Saturday Morning Cartoons Go to Arts You might also like Books Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Religion Alberta 20 Puppies Found Abandoned In Field Anti-Abortion Postcard Targets Tory MP.. Again26 Mystery 'GPO Girl' Turns Up In Calgary Major Saskatchewan Train Derailment Dozens Of Dead Cats Found, Another 62 Euthanized Go to Alberta More in Alberta Alberta Politics Alberta Business Alison Redford Calgary Edmonton British Columbia B.C. Teen Killed By Train Was Wearing Headphones, Texting: RCMP13 Anthem Singer's Fall Is Lesson In Showmanship Pastafarian Loses B.C. Driver's Licence Over Holy Colander Elderly Asian Women Attacked In Vancouver Lawyers Of Convicted Surrey Six Gangsters Want Mistrial Go to British Columbia More in British Columbia B.C. Politics B.C. Business Christy Clark Vancouver ALL SECTIONS News Canada Politics Canada Business US Politics US Business World Media Sports Education Crime Weird News Good News Daily Finance Entertainment Entertainment Music TV Celebrity Comedy Art Books Moviefone Life & Style Living Style Home Healthy Living Taste Weddings Travel Parents Divorce Huff/Post 50 Marlo Thomas OWN Tech & Science Tech Science Green Techcrunch Engadget TUAW Joystiq Voices Impact Women Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Religion College Teen Local Quebec (French) Calgary Montreal Ottawa Toronto Vancouver Winnipeg Mapquest Patch.com Our Mobile Apps iPhone iPad HuffPost Live iPad Android Phone Android Tablet British Columbia B.C. Politics B.C. Business Christy Clark Vancouver rss of this page Like 45 featured blog posts B.C. Public Schools Need More Funding, Not Fundraising I find that the inadequacies of public education funding have ignited a fire in me. Is anyone else feeling like we should stop fundraising for the things that should be funded by the government? Mellissa Kimberley Mother, Artisan, Lifelong Learner     It's Time For B.C. Teachers To Stop Lying To Parents The teachers have been lying to us. For years. They've been covering it up. Papering over underfunding and mismanaged fiscal priorities with brightly coloured posters and sparkly stickers. Concealing an impoverished system by buying the damn supplies themselves. Without receiving so much as a tax break on those purchases. Naomi Lazarus Costume Designer, Mother I Refuse To Stop Spending My Own Money On My Classroom Yes, I've bought the materials in the boxes that I'll be hauling to work each day this week. And yes, I sincerely wish that I hadn't had to go out of pocket to make sure that my students get the best education that I can give them. The underfunding of public education in B.C. has already taken enough out of me. I refuse to let it take who I am as a teacher, too. Ashley D. MacKenzie High School Teacher A Normal Sunday, At Last The early afternoon sun brightens the kitchen as it shines down through the skylight; I can hear my two youngest children, managing to not bicker and argue their way through Lego Star Wars on the TV, and I'm sitting across the kitchen table from my teacher husband, typing this as he plots out his Socials 8 course for the year. This is the first Sunday in months that feels normal for us. Mellissa Kimberley Mother, Artisan, Lifelong Learner The Last Day of School As families in B.C. prepare for the long-awaited return to school, I am inspired to sit down and write out my own reflections of this past summer. In countless movies, we see children hard at work on their first day of classes, writing out their first essay of the school year. And so, I take a page from that to bring you "What I Did On My Last Day Of School." Mellissa Kimberley Mother, Artisan, Lifelong Learner   The Conspiracy Of Silence In B.C. Schools Is Over Well, here we are, with a deal to vote on. We're climbing up out of the trenches, dusting ourselves off, holding our noses against the stench of manipulation, and voting. We'll vote yes, but it won't be an overwhelming yes. Cecelia Griffiths B.C. Resource Teacher B.C. Teachers' Strike 2014: At What Cost? These past three months have been an exercise in spinning plates, deciding what bills must be paid now and which can sit for a month; making those excruciatingly embarrassing phone calls to utility companies to ask for extensions, explaining our circumstances and hoping for an understanding and lenient person on the other end of the phone. I can't help but shake my head, because shouldn't teachers with their professional training be able to make ends meet better than this? Mellissa Kimberley Mother, Artisan, Lifelong Learner B.C. Teachers Should Vote No To Tentative Deal Despite what I know was a Herculean effort on the part of our bargaining team, I very much hope that B.C. teachers will vote no to the tentative agreement. After five weeks of strike, and 12 years of legal battles, this is not the deal that will restore sanity to public education and it is not a fair deal for teachers and students. Tara Ehrcke Teacher, Activist, Citizen B.C. Teachers' Strike Was About Values, Not Economics Now, do I feel as though both sides compromised equally on this contract? No. I do feel like the teachers gave up more. But as much as I'd like a salary increase that actually kept up with the rate of inflation, and the budget to fund some firm way of handling class size and composition, this whole strike wasn't about economics. Ashley D. MacKenzie High School Teacher B.C. Teachers' Strike Is Epic Struggle Of Dinosaurs Millions of years ago, a triceratops and a Tyrannosaurus rex fought it out as the Cretaceous period came to a end. Neither realized their struggle was futile since they were both about to become extinct. The B.C. teachers' strike is another epic struggle of dinosaurs as the Ministry of Education and teachers' union are locked in bitter dispute over issues that have little significance since the market for education has fundamentally changed. Steven Burton Creator of Icicle, the HACCP Food Safety Platform Do B.C. Parents Have To Buy Toilet Paper Soon As Part Of School Supplies? Then there is the issue of school supplies. I have watched the list steadily lengthen over the years. This year alone, I have spent $300 just so my children can have adequate supplies for school. Not to mention that their supply lists include ridiculous items like Kleenex, photocopy paper and Ziploc bags. If our schools don't even have the funding to supply children with something to wipe their noses with, then like one parent said to me, "What's next, toilet paper?" Carolyn Moeller Mother, Community Volunteer, Bookkeeper A Rough Guide To E80 And The B.C. Teachers' Strike Everybody watching the B.C. public teachers' strike has heard of E80, and nobody understands it. Even the negotiating teams can't agree on what it means -- a pretty good sign that it should be deep-sixed pronto. The bottom line is that the parties' positions on E80 is fatally poisoned by distrust. Many fault the union, but it's the government who wrote the script. Sandy Garossino Business Owner, Community Advocate, former Crown prosecutor Christy Clark Is Balancing the Budget at the Expense of Kids and Teachers The current teachers federation vs. government struggle is more than a labour dispute. For those who look closely, what's revealed is a style of government that appears to disregard facts, deceive the public, tarnish the reputation of teachers, all in a move to pit the people against teachers and their legal right to due process under the law. Government's disdain for trained professionals in order to gain a political advantage is deplorable. No government should hide the truth of its past misconduct. No government should balance the budget at the expense of teachers and kids. Raffi Cavoukian Troubadour, Author I Served To Help Children Attend School Abroad, But Am Helpless In B.C. I sacrificed myself, along with my army buddies, to help children in other countries to attend school, but what can I do in my own country to get children back in school in B.C. Madam Premier, this is our province. Not just mine and definitely not just yours. This province is not just yours to destroy the rights and freedoms of the people. Dan Nickel Retired Army Mechanic, Hockey Coach B.C. Teachers' Strike: 5 Tips For Survival Dr. Divi Chandna Physician, Author Help B.C. Teachers Feel Valued With #thisisYOURstrikepay I am a B.C. teacher, and lately I feel like I should apologize for that. I'm so tired of hearing how awful I am. How greedy. How I shouldn't want more for my students. Let's get teachers feeling valued because things are rough right now, and it's getting hard to remember by ourselves. Kat Ling Teacher Chinese Parents' Group Takes Credit For Ending Teachers' Strike Quick Read | Comments | 10.01.2014 B.C. School Districts Ordered To Return All Strike Savings Quick Read | Comments | 09.26.2014 Return To Classes 'Very Emotional' Quick Read | Comments | 09.22.2014 BACK TO SCHOOL! Quick Read | Comments | 09.21.2014 Teachers Shut Out Of B.C. Liberal Fundraiser After 'Security' Concerns Quick Read | Comments (84) | 09.21.2014 The Secret Meeting That Broke The B.C. Teachers' Impasse Quick Read | Comments | 09.21.2014 'Neither Side Got Exactly What They Wanted' Quick Read | Comments | 09.20.2014 B.C. Teachers' Strike Ends With Bittersweet Contract Approval Quick Read | Comments | 09.19.2014 B.C. Teachers Vote On Bittersweet Contract Deal With Province Quick Read | Comments | 09.18.2014 Veteran Mediator Elevated To Hero Status In B.C. Quick Read | Comments | 09.16.2014 DEAL Quick Read | Comments (53) | 09.20.2014 B.C. Teachers' Dispute Spins Into Boycott Of Businesses Quick Read | Comments (147) | 09.17.2014 Is Mother Nature Trying To Say Something About Teachers' Strike? Quick Read | Comments | 09.16.2014 B.C. Teachers' Strike's 'Unintended Consequences' Quick Read | Comments (14) | 09.15.2014 About B.C. Teachers Strike 2014 Public teachers in British Columbia began rotating strikes in May 2014 which also included a partial lockout by the provincial government. It escalated to a full-scale walkout a month later as part of a bitter ongoing contract dispute. The sticking points are pay, class size and composition, and classroom support. A mediator walked out on exploratory talks a few days before the scheduled start of the 2014/15 school year, declaring the two sides too far apart to attempt mediation. Most Popular Whk00puh5k%2Bp%2FYVDIhQElYbiYJ7l%2BGrIFNmGT9XZrMc%3D ldmCcif%2FLlEpeCpvWnQdBL6uPgmTwBztX8Pvtt25%2BpM%3D exABQjIsjdWHWO96CaCs4EzuGVnbhGskyxYg%2Bc8ioXI%3D 1 of 3 B.C. Teachers Strike 2014: Gov't Won't Impose Settlement, Says De Jong 3 Comments A Teacher's Appeal To BC Liberals Of Conscience 54 Comments B.C. Teachers Strike 2014: Union Hopes For Mediation In August 2 Comments B.C. Teachers' Strike News Could Come Just Days Before Scheduled School Year 0 Comments Promising? Marathon Teachers' Strike Talks Go Into Wee Hours Quick Read | Comments (70) | 09.15.2014 Ontario Teachers Donate $100,000 To Striking B.C. Counterparts Quick Read | Comments (15) | 09.12.2014 WATCH: Singing Out Teachers' Strike Frustrations Quick Read | Comments | 09.12.2014 Homemade Study Guide Goes Viral To Help Grade 12 Students During Strike Quick Read | Comments | 09.12.2014 Education Minister No Longer Ruling Out Back-To-Work Legislation Quick Read | Comments (62) | 09.12.2014 Christy Clark Event Caterers Find Restaurant Window Smashed Quick Read | Comments (13) | 09.11.2014 'Widely Expected' Teachers' Vote Result Turns Up Pressure On Province Quick Read | Comments | 09.11.2014 Big Budget Surplus Not For Teachers' Deal: Finance Minister Quick Read | Comments (64) | 09.10.2014 Voucher System For B.C. Schools 'Categorically Not True': Minister Quick Read | Comments (38) | 09.09.2014 B.C. Union Leaders Urge Clark To Accept Binding Arbitration Quick Read | Comments (32) | 09.09.2014 Bus Driver Rejected Student Fare Due To Strike: Teen Quick Read | Comments | 09.09.2014 Pages:   1 2 3 4 5 Advertise | Make HuffPost your Home Page | RSS | Careers | FAQ User Agreement | Privacy | Comment Policy | About Us | About Our Ads | Contact Us Copyright © 2014 TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. | "The Huffington Post" is a registered trademark of TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. All rights reserved. Part of HPMG News)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=32074&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > March 2014   Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 26, Number 5, March 2014     Court case chronicles  January 2002 BC government passes Bill 29 tearing up healthcare workers’ collective agreements. January 2002 Then Minister of Education Christy Clark tables Bill 27 & 28 imposing a contract on teachers and stripping local agreements of class size and composition, staffing levels for specialist teachers, support for integration of students with special needs, and hours-of-instruction language.* The government also imposes an arbitration process to remove the provisions from collective agreements, and vapourizes several local agreements in their entirety. January 28, 2002 Teachers throughout the province rally to protest Bills 27 & 28. April 2004 The Supreme Court quashes the arbitration process and the government responds by passing Bill 19 to remove all provisions from collective agreements. June 2007 Healthcare workers win a landmark decision in the Supreme Court of Canada upholding the right to collective bargaining. November 2010 BCTF challenges Bills 27, 28, and 19 in BC Supreme Court. April 2011 BC Supreme Court rules that Bills 28 and 19 are unconstitutional as they violate the Charter rights of teachers. Justice Griffin gives the government one year to rectify the situation. March 2012 BC Liberal government passes Bill 22, the Education Improvement Act, to end any meaningful collective bargaining. Government also claims that the legislation is in response to Justice Griffin’s decision, repealing the prohibitions in Bill 28 and then immediately restoring them. Bill 22 does restore teachers’ rights to collective bargaining, and staffing ratios-but not until July 2013. September 2013 BCTF returns to the BC Supreme Court seeking proper restoration and damages for the stripping of the collective agreement and to argue that Bill 22 is also unconstitutional. January 27, 2014 BC Supreme Court Madame Justice Susan Griffin delivers her verdict restoring stripped language to collective agreements and awards BCTF $2 million in damages. February 4, 2014 BC Government appeals court decision. *Healthcare unions and the BCTF immediately challenged the legislation. Healthcare unions went to court first while the BCTF held its legal challenge in abeyance pending the outcome of the healthcare workers’ case.  )
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8784,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, Number 5, April 2004 Yours for the asking Free CAPP and Planning 10 resources bc.tobaccofacts K—12 unit plans bc.tobaccofacts is a tobacco-prevention resource developed and tested by B.C. teachers and the Ministry of Health and approved by the Ministry of Education. It is totally congruent with Personal Planning Grades 4–7 and Career and Personal Planning 8 and 9. Each grade level has lesson plans, overheads, student handouts, criterion-referenced evaluation forms, and background reading. Posters and brochures are also included. A new bc.tobaccofacts will be available in September to accompany the Planning 10 curriculum. bc.tobaccofacts 2003 evaluation results are now available for teachers. Video: Barb Tarbox: A life cut short by tobacco This powerful antitobacco video can be used with the bc.tobaccofacts program in Grades 7 to 10. It features interviews and presentations given by Barb Tarbox, a 42-year-old former model from Alberta who was diagnosed with terminal lung cancer after a lifetime of smoking. She made it her mission during the last months of her life to warn young people about the dangers of tobacco. More than 50,000 young people from across Canada heard her emotional address. Her antitobacco message lives on in this video. It is available in both English and French. To order materials and resources, call Prevention Source BC, toll-free at 1-800-663-1880, or order online at www.preventionsource.bc.ca. Law Courts Education Society Two important new web sites for students: • A kids’ guide to separation and divorce (ages 5–12) • A teen guide to parental separation and divorce (pre-teen and teen) If one of your students is going through parental separation or divorce, you may find these web sites useful. They provide clear and objective information in a way that appeals to young people. To visit the web sites, go to www.familieschange.ca. The Ministry of Attorney General developed the web sites with financial assistance from Department of Justice Canada. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/bctf/status/507276299497242624,BCTF on Twitter: "Watch Jim Iker's upcoming remarks at http://t.co/4NQqdea0gp. #bced #bcpoli #cdnpoli" Twitter Search query Search Twitter Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Language: English Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Have an account? Sign in New to Twitter? Join Today » Sign In Phone, email or username Password Sign in Remember me Forgot password? Already using Twitter via text message? Follow Following Unfollow Blocked Unblock Pending Cancel BCTF ‏ @bctf Sep 3 Watch Jim Iker's upcoming remarks at http://new.livestream.com/BCTF/Sept0314 . #bced #bcpoli #cdnpoli Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Retweets 19 Favorites 3 2:17 PM - 3 Sep 2014 Troy Wolfe ‏ @acidfloyd1 Sep 3 @bctf When will this "democratic" union give its members a vote on gov't proposal before demanding members go without wages indefinety? Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Don’t miss any updates from BCTF © 2014 Twitter About Help Ads info Close Flag this media This has already been marked as containing sensitive content. Flag this as containing potentially illegal content. Submit Cancel Learn more about flagging media Dismiss Close Previous Next Close Go to a person's profile Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Close Retweet this to your followers? Cancel Retweet Close Are you sure you want to delete this Tweet? Cancel Delete Close Block Cancel Block Add a location to your Tweets When you tweet with a location, Twitter stores that location. You can switch location on/off before each Tweet and always have the option to delete your location history. Learn more Turn location on Not now Turn off location Close Profile summary Close Your lists Close Create a new list List name Description Under 100 characters, optional Privacy Public · Anyone can follow this list Private · Only you can access this list Save list Close Close Embed this Tweet Add this Tweet to your website by copying the code below. Learn more Hmm, there was a problem reaching the server. Try again? Include parent Tweet Include media Preview Close Sign up for Twitter Not on Twitter? Sign up, tune into the things you care about, and get updates as they happen. Have an account? Sign in » Close Two-way (sending and receiving) short codes: Country Code For customers of United States 40404 (any) Canada 21212 (any) United Kingdom 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM Haiti 40404 Digicel, Voila Ireland 51210 Vodafone, O2 India 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Indonesia 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » See SMS short codes for other countries Close Confirmation)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141007,www.youtube.com,https://www.youtube.com/user/www/innertube_watchnext,www  - YouTube Upload Sign in Search www Videos Playlists Channels Discussion About What to Watch Best of YouTube Popular on YouTube Music Sports Gaming Education Movies TV Shows News Spotlight Browse channels Sign in now to see your channels and recommendations! Sign In Watch Queue TV Queue Watch QueueTV Queue Remove all Disconnect Loading... Watch Queue TV Queue __count__/__total__ SubscribeSubscribedUnsubscribe 45,327 Subscription preferences Loading... Loading... Working... www Home Videos Playlists Channels Discussion About All activities No recent activity Popular channels on YouTube RihannaVEVO SubscribeSubscribedUnsubscribe OneDirectionVEVO SubscribeSubscribedUnsubscribe PewDiePie SubscribeSubscribedUnsubscribe HolaSoyGerman. SubscribeSubscribedUnsubscribe JennaMarbles SubscribeSubscribedUnsubscribe KatyPerryVEVO SubscribeSubscribedUnsubscribe Language: English Country: Worldwide Safety: Off Help Loading... Loading... Loading... About Press & Blogs Copyright Creators & Partners Advertising Developers +YouTube Terms Privacy Policy & Safety Send feedback Try something new! Loading... Working... Sign in to add this to Watch Later Add to)
(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/11/corporate-advertising-in-public-schools.html,Staffroom Confidential: Corporate advertising in public schools Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Thursday, November 15, 2012 Corporate advertising in public schools I noticed in the news this week that a debate is taking place in Alberta over the consideration of selling naming rights to companies for school facilities and classrooms. The administration at the Calgary Board claims the funds are necessary to create classrooms that provide hands-on learning in technology education. (http://metronews.ca/news/calgary/428011/trustee-wants-corporate-sponsorship-in-cbe-schools-put-to-public-survey/) Thankfully, the NDP education critic, David Eggan, has opposed this measure - so someone is speaking up to keep corporate ads out of schools. Advertising in schools is extremely problematic on a number of levels. First, schools are public spaces that should serve the public interest, not corporate interests. Additionally, allowing advertising in schools can pervert a school's primary function - teaching and learning. Choices should always be made based on pedagogy, but when free materials or free equipment is offered, school administrators feel pressured, particularly when budgets are slim. Already, schools are full of advertising - on score boards in gymnasiums, on the Coke machines in the hallways, in the resources provided free of change to teachers (such as materials on loans and credit from VISA and videos on puberty from KOTEX). But children and teenagers are such a lucrative market that corporations and businesses want more. Here in BC a crafty entrepreneur has developed "Chatter High". It is a web site where teens answer quiz questions about companies and non-profit institutions and can use points to win prizes. To find the answer, they use a "hint" which tells them how to go to the company web site. So a student might spend ten or twenty minutes searching web sites to find the answers to get the points to win the prizes. Chatter High sells the rights to be on their service to local Victoria businesses. If you go into the Victoria airport, you will see giant billboards advertising to local businesses how they can purchase this service (see photos above). In the schools, daily announcements invite teens to sign on to Chatter High so they don't miss out on the prizes. I signed up for Chatter High, wondering if I would see Camosun College and UVic, but on my first visit the only educational institute was Sprott Shaw College, and the prizes were for local spas. Hardly the kind of thorough and useful information a student might want or need as part of their career development education. In essence, this profit making service is filtering what information is being marketed to students using school property and resources including the announcement system and the computer labs. They are making a business of selling access to students in schools. In an interview with the Saanich News, school Principal Judy Harrison had this to say to defend the use of this commercial product at Spectrum Community School: 'Harrison justifies the inclusion of businesses on the site, most which have no clear connection to education, since they’re merely providing incentives for students, such as gift certificates for gas or ferry travel.“I guess we’re all enticed by prizes,” Harrison said. “The (most) time was spent on answering the questions, so that’s where it was consistent.”' (http://www.saanichnews.com/news/159574585.html) Across North America under funded school systems are facing increasing pressure to use advertising and charity to make up budget shortfalls. But these come with a very serious cost. In Seattle, when the Board proposed selling ads in schools, parents reacted strongly: At a community meeting on the issue, one parent said, "Schools should be all about teaching students to make their own choices, not coercing them to buy things they don't need. Schools should not be selling my child as a consumer to corporations."    Another said, "We need less materialism in this country, not more. To 'teach' children that they 'need' unnecessary commercial products is morally wrong. That this is done on commercial television is bad enough. But to do it in a public school is reprehensible."  (http://www.ibiblio.org/commercialfree/commercialism.html) Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 2:50 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 11 comments: AnonymousNovember 16, 2012 at 2:45 PM An interesting quote on their website from Greater Victoria School District Superintendent. ChatterHigh.com is a resource-filled website that offers learning and an inclusive method of much-needed fundraising. Students are learning and exploring relevant resources for post-secondary education and career information. John Gaiptman Superintendent of Schools, School District 61ReplyDelete AnonymousNovember 19, 2012 at 8:32 PM I am the question provider for Camosun College and I have had nothing but positive feedback from all the teachers, counsellors, students, and parents that I have talked to about Chatter High. These quizes are a way for high school students to gain important information about post-secondary and career opportunities. There are numerous options for students after they graduate from high school, and I know that if I had the option to do a short quiz, which helped me learn about college/university, while also having the chance to win a prize and earn money for my school, I would have started thinking about post-secondary at a much earlier age. In addition to that, I have noticed that the competitions foster school spirit as high schools compete against each other for Camosun's $1250, $750, and $500 cash prizes, which we awarded to Spectrum Community School, Claremont Secondary, and Parkland Secondary last year. It is each high school's decision whether they will participate in Chatter High, but I have found that it is an interactive way for youth to get engaged and excited about pursuing higher education. Kind regardsReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeNovember 20, 2012 at 8:19 AM Well, I think it is a sad commentary if "school spirit" has to come through winning prizes on a commercial web site. What about a collective school activity to do something positive for the world or for children or others suffering from malnutrition or war? Chatter high is selective - only those institutions that purchase the service will be shown to teens, so they are getting a restricted view of their options. Public schools should be telling our children all of their options, not just about the ones who will pay for in-school advertising. This system also teaches children to respond to cash prizes rather than their own curiosity about their futures and interests. Everything about it is wrong, in my opinion.Delete Reply AnonymousNovember 20, 2012 at 8:47 AM I am a teacher in the Lower Mainland who has started using ChatterHigh.com has a quick resource for Planning 10. As you may know, Planning 10 has 4 main organizers: Graduation Program and Graduation Transitions, Finance, Health, and Education and Careers. I find the questions posed on this website do align with learning outcomes and it is a fun, easy, independent way for students to "see what's out there". The points/prize system is a motivator but not the sole reason I use the website on occasion. As with anything, if the students and parents register on ChatterHigh, it is optional.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeNovember 20, 2012 at 9:33 AM How is reading this (just copied from my Chatter High account) part of Planning 10? It is an advertisement. "Value $25 One Tooth Activewear (formerly OTFitwear) proudly offers 80% Canadian made, high quality yoga/run/fitness/dance wear. Womens & mens apparel. We are across from Pagliacci's near Fort & Broad St in downtown Victoria. 1006 Broad St. 250-388-7071" Delete AnonymousNovember 20, 2012 at 9:55 AM It's called a prize description, so people know what they are entering for.Delete Reply AnonymousNovember 20, 2012 at 2:36 PM I have taken a number of the quizzes and found that they are very appropriate for Planning 10, providing information about post-secondary programs. The goal, as I see it, is to expand students' knowledge about what is available to them after graduation, and encourage them to pursue their post-secondary dreams. What the writer has failed to understand is that the "businesses" are simply donating prizes. They are not selling anything to the students. I highly doubt that the students would even take the time to find out more about those businesses. Jane Hayhoe Yale SecondaryReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeNovember 20, 2012 at 2:52 PM Some donate prizes, others purchase the service and submit questions, and many of these are private businesses, such as Sprott Shaw College and BC Turkey Farmers. Some information is useful, some is not. All of it is paid advertising. I don't believe the inclusion of some non-profits makes the rest ok. Here is question 1 and 3 from today's quiz: Question 1/10 Shawn has been producing turkeys since 1992. His farm is one of the largest in BC. How many staff does he have on the farm? 1 man farm 3 man farm 10 man farm 15 man farm Click here for a hint and earn 50 points Question 3/10 Island Sexual Health Society provides free condoms to anyone who needs them. How many steps do we list for proper condom use? Ten Seven Fourteen One Click here for a hint and earn 50 pointsDelete Reply FionaNovember 21, 2012 at 3:24 PM I'm disappointed to be reading this about ChatterHigh. To me, it does not appear that the writer has even taken the time to do their research on ChatterHigh. If you had taken the time to actually do the quizzes, you would know that they take perhaps between 5 - 10 mins. in total to complete. When you click on the hint link, it takes you straight to the page where you will find the answer. Not all questions are post education related, some are about health, jobs etc. There are many options for kids after they graduate from school and not all kids are going to go on to post education. All kids need to know what is available to them out there, regardless of how that information is transmitted. ChatterHigh is just another tool to help students with their decisions once they have graduated. Individual schools will never be able to get all of the necessary info. out to students about life after graduation and I for one, am thankful there are other resources to help them. I am a parent of 2 girls that graduated from Spectrum Community School last June and yes, we won both competitions. It was great to see the whole school come together and support their 2012 graduating class in the hopes of winning this money to put on the school's first Dry Grad Event. To me, this is "School Spirit" and I see no difference if they had come together to do something for the community or for their school. They did it collectively and had fun doing it. Being able to enter draws to win some fabulous prizes was a nice bonus, but if you chose not to enter draws, you didn't have too. For our school, it was about winning the competitions, winning prizes was secondary. Is it really any different than the school using announcements to talk about Camosun College, or UVIC than using it to talk about ChatterHigh? I know a few students who changed their or made up their minds about their career paths because of ChatterHigh. Had it not been for ChatterHigh, who knows where these kids might have ended up. When I was doing the quizzes on a daily basis, I learnt a lot of information that I otherwise knew nothing about. On some of the websites, I would minimize the window to go back to the site later to have a look and learn some more and perhaps pass that information on to my kids. Most of our students did their quizzes at home, not using the school's computers. I'm sure lots of kids log on to their Facebook, email or twitter accounts at school, so why not ChatterHigh? At least they would be learning something useful!! Who are you to decide what information is useful and what is not? Isn't that up to the individual user to decide? Do you know for a fact that ChatterHigh is making a profit? Do you know for a fact that ChatterHigh is Corporate Sponsored Advertising? I strongly suggest that you do your research on ChatterHigh before you berate them for trying to do something good for our high school students. On a final note, Spectrum Community School was so impressed with ChatterHigh and the good that they are doing, that we invited this crafty businessman to be our keynote speaker at our 2012 Graduation Ceremony. Keep up the good work ChatterHigh, you are doing great things for our students!!ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeNovember 21, 2012 at 3:33 PM I agree that students should be aware of options for after graduation...that is why we have Planning 10, Graduationa Transitions, and counselling services. Teachers and school counsellors can collect information in an unbiased manner, that truly does provide students with their full range of options. Chatter High only provides information of the businesses who purchase their services.Delete Reply FionaNovember 21, 2012 at 3:57 PM Planning 10 classes all vary from school to school. Taking planning 10 in Grade 10 or in some cases, kids take it in Grade 11, that is a huge time difference between Grade 10 and Grade 12. Kids just want to get the class over and done with as fast as they can. We are talking high school students here, most who can't wait to be done with school and most who don't seek the services of counsellors or other options available to them. Do teachers and schools have all the information and I do mean all, to pass on to kids? At least with ChatterHigh, they actually had to read in order to answer the questions and learnt at the same time. A lot of the kids at our school would never have been made aware of some of the options available to them had it not been for doing their ChatterHigh quizzes. ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ▼  November (6) Technology in school? How much is too much Corporate advertising in public schools Thoughts on parent advocacy and the Moore decision... Technology in a 21st Century Learning Inc world The slow death of special education Attacks on public education are working...where is... ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8976,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, Number 2, November/December 2003 Christy's college Your education history should be private Here is a letter that Carol MacNamee, of the Nanaimo District Teachers’ Union, wrote in response to an editorial in The Ladysmith–Chemainus Chronicle, September 22, 2003, that said a teacher data base open to the public through the college is a fine idea. Dear Sir: You have stated in your "View Point" article that a teacher’s history including educational background, discipline action, etc., should be made accessible to the public. Your statement begs the obvious question Why? How will knowing where or when a teacher went to university or what she or he studied help a parent or the general public? Will knowing that a teacher taught in another district or province make a student read better or think more critically? Before a teacher can be certified in this province qualifications must be approved by the College of Teachers. Before teachers are hired in a district, they are interviewed and their applications screened by senior administration. If the college does its job properly and senior administrators do their jobs properly, then there is no question regarding qualifications. For anyone else to have that knowledge is not only an invasion of a person’s privacy but useless information for anyone other than senior managers who hire teachers. You have stated that legitimate privacy concerns should be addressed, and I assume, and hope, that you mean freedom of information and privacy law; I can also assume that you haven’t read the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy’s statement that "A disclosure of personal information is presumed to be an unreasonable invasion of a third party’s personal privacy if the personal information relates to employment, occupational, or educational history...or if the disclosure may unfairly damage the reputation of any person referred to." You are correct in saying that disciplinary action resulting from a hearing of the College of Teachers is already public and is published by the college. That information is readily available to the people who need the information—senior management on behalf of school boards who actually employ teachers in this province. Carol McNamee, president, Nanaimo District Teachers’ Union.   Letter to Malaspina College by Marcie Mehaffey It has given me great pleasure over the last number of years to take student teachers from Malaspina University College. I went through Malaspina University College’s education program a number of years ago and respect the instructors I had and the goals of the education program. I have enjoyed having your student teachers in my classroom, and I liked feeling I was giving something back. In spite of my connection and respect for your program, I am writing to let you know I am no longer prepared to participate as a sponsor teacher. You must understand that Bill 51 and the appointed college members are causing a great deal of distress to teachers. The constant attack by Christy Clark on teachers and on public education has parents worried, teachers demoralized, and the system approaching chaos. I find it very hard to believe that the dean of education at Malaspina is supporting Bill 51 and this government by sitting as an appointee on the College of Teachers. As a classroom teacher, I accept that I have very little control of or say over the negative politics that swirl around public education these days. However, I can stop those politics from coming directly into my classroom, and I can refuse to support those who promote and create the negativity. Unless there is a change in either the College of Teachers or Dr. Mike Grant’s involvement in the College of Teachers, I will not be taking a student teacher next year. The only reason I took one this year is that I had committed to it in June and felt a professional obligation to honour that commitment. I am prepared to reconsider my decision if there are any changes to Dr. Grant’s involvement in the College of Teachers or if you, as a faculty, are taking any steps to resolve what must be a difficult situation for all of you. Marcie Mehaffey teaches at North Cedar Intermediate School, Nanaimo. Letter unpublished by The Province I am not a teacher but a person who has fond memories of the people who taught me and those who taught my three children—all successful and good citizens. I find it disconcerting that your paper is constantly attacking the teachers of today. I think it is fair to say that the educational system could use improvements as well as the medical profession, the law profession, the newspaper business, and all levels of government. When may I expect to read your constant belittling of doctors? lawyers? editors? governments? No? In your paper today you give a thumbs down to the BCTF because a large percentage of the teachers refuse to pay their annual fee to the B.C. College of Teachers this year. Why should they pay? The provincial government has taken control of the college in its increasingly bullying fashion. The fees have gone up 50% to $90 in one year, while the government has given less than 2% wage increases for this time. The teachers have been stripped down to 40% of the board yet are expected to pay the full shot. Forty percent of $61.20 would be more like it. I believe it is time for newspapers to put far more effort into exposing the lack of accountability in all levels of government. Your Michael Smyth does a good job in his column on the provincial government, but it is a scatter-gun approach. Can you not produce some well-written, fair, and accurate articles on the government? There is certainly enough fodder on deceit and waste alone, to keep your readers interested. Eric Purdy, North Vancouver College of oligarchs? by Pat Clarke Some of the more vociferous boosters of the new college in our B.C.-Liberal-friendly local media have been performing amazing acts of verbal contortion trying to explain why a regulatory body with no real responsibility to those who pay for it is a good thing and should work well in serving the public good. They would have crafted the same arguments to support such beacons of human rights and democracy as Family Compact and Chateau Clique. As a former social studies/ history teacher, I am feeling a little sheepish about this. It is obvious we did a less than stellar job with members of our current government, and their acolytes on the current BCCT council, in getting them to understand some of the fundamental principles of responsible government and democracy. A horse is a horse of course, and an oligarchy is an oligarchy. Any way you look at the B.C. College of Teachers as the B.C. Liberals have reconstituted it, it is an oligarchy: a college of oligarchs. One hundred forty years after we thought we got rid of that particular form of governance, here we are in Bizarre B.C. bringing it back again. One of the nasty attributes of an oligarchy is its total disregard for responsibility to the constituents, the people who pay for it. In the case of the BCCT, 90% are public school teachers. The absence of democratic responsibility and the resulting tendency to high handedness is demonstrated by the procedures at the council meetings. They are mostly in-camera affairs with short, token, public sessions where the actual members of the college may be permitted to ask a question that may or may not be answered. And if a peon member thinks she or he can always go to an annual general meeting of the college and effect policy there, forget it. The BCCT annual meeting is advisory only. An appointed and non-representative council makes college policy in secret meetings, just like Family Compact and Chateau Clique and oligarchies everywhere. "Appointed and non-representative" is the hallmark of an oligarchy. Even after the scheduled election of councillors in 2004, the college will not be representative of and therefore responsible to the majority of its dues-paying members. Most of the members of the college council will be, as with the current 100%-appointed group, there at the behest of someone other than the members. In most cases, that someone will be the minister of education. Given our current minister’s tendency to whimsy, we can expect the worst. Her councillors, and they will be "hers," will be inclined to please their benefactor, and with a $250 a day per diem, they may well find the temptation to do the minister’s bidding irresistible. In doing the minister’s bidding, her councillors don’t need to be at all concerned with how they spend the money. They don’t have to answer to the dues-paying members on that or any other score. They don’t have to worry about any approbation from the minister. She could not care less how the money is spent. After all, it is not taxpayers’ money, just teachers’. Oligarchies are also characterized by an overweening attachment to control and privilege. The appointed college councillors will have lots of both to sustain them. Since the new BCCT has virtually no aspect of responsibility or accountability to its own members, it will have lots of opportunity to occupy itself elsewhere. The minister has been quite emphatic. To paraphrase her, this college is not going to be at all concerned with responsibility to members. It is about going after them. To expedite that pursuit, she has invested the college with considerable power and given the new councillors an aura of authority they could become quite attached to. In her zeal to establish a "watchdog" she has set up a kind of star chamber where the appearance of vigilance outweighs any consideration of the basic principles of natural justice. "So go ahead and make your accusations about teachers," she is saying. "Don’t worry about proof or libel; just go for it, and this college I’ve appointed will take care of it." The historical precedents for this kind of arrangement are unpleasant to contemplate. The power relationships are drastically uneven, and their effects are chaos; mistrust and ill-will are the usual outcomes. What is especially galling about all of this is that we know that. We know governance without responsibility and accountability does not work. The good news is that the college of oligarchs will eventually meet the same fate as all oligarchies. The oligarchs will end up in history’s ash can. But like all the others, they will have to be pushed. Pat Clarke is the director of the BCTF’s Professional and Social Issues Division.     In their own words The Liberal takeover of the B.C. College of Teachers is destabilizing schools throughout the province. Interviews with people now running the college reveal their view of teachers. Any kindness can be viewed as grooming for abuse College registrar Marie Kerchum was featured in an article by Janet Steffenhagen, published in The Vancouver Sun, January 5, 2002, while she was deputy registrar. Here are her comments about teachers and the role of the college: The B.C. College of Teachers says students are not receiving adequate protection against rogues in the school system because of testy, influential resistance to its demand for a report every time an educator is disciplined. The college, the regulatory body for the teacher profession, says it’s at loggerheads with the professional associations for trustees, superintendents, and principals—along with the teachers’ union—over the issue and has appealed to Education Minister Christy Clark for help... Kerchum said the college needs to know about all disciplinary actions in order to identify behaviour patterns, particularly when educators are transient. Actions that appear minor in isolation could signal a bigger problem if there have been warnings about the same behaviour at other times, in other districts. Some districts won’t report disciplines if it doesn’t involve sexual contact, but that could mean they are ignoring the "grooming" of a victim by a sexual predator, which can start off in a way that is seemingly innocent, with car rides or the giving of gifts, Kerchum said. The only example Kerchum gave of a failure to report was of an unnamed private school. Not enough complaints about teachers When asked on The Bill Good Show, September 29, 2003, about the extremely small number of complaints, Marie Kerchum, the new registrar of the college stated: Yes. Since May, I would say, and since this legislation has been announced, I would say that’s very small. However, it could be, as well, that many persons are unaware of the process so there will be an education program launched by the college to ensure all persons, the public in general, is aware of the process. The "education program launched by the college" is a brochure explaining the "Person Complaint Process." If anyone has a complaint about a member of the college, past or present, the brochure will explain how to complain It’s not really a college of teachers On October 3, 2003, Rick Cluff, host of CBC Radio’s Early Edition, interviewed Val Windsor, president of Delta Teachers’ Association, followed by Carl Ratsoy, political appointee on the College of Teachers’ transitional council. Here is a partial transcript: Carl Ratsoy: A lot of people believe that the College of Teachers belongs to teachers and it might take a little while to really understand that the College of Teachers does not belong to teachers. The B.C. Teachers’ Federation, the union, belongs to teachers. The college is something that’s set up by the provincial government, so if anyone owns it, it’s really the government, or really the public owns the body. Rick Cluff: OK, then. Let me stop you right there, then. Why should they pay 90 bucks for membership in something they don’t own, they have no rights to, that’s just a tax grab? Carl Ratsoy: Well, the college is an organization that employs people to do the legislative mandate of the college and, to do that, to employ people, you need to pay people. So, we need to levy a fee. I suppose it sort of makes sense, in terms of user pay, those who are related to the nature of the work should pay for the work. Rick Cluff: But you see what I’m getting at, like, I don’t want to speak for Val Windsor, but one of their concerns was if the college is going to be put together by the ministry, and if it’s going to be run by the ministry, then why should they pay 90 bucks to belong to what is their professional association, or used to be their professional association? Carl Ratsoy: Well, again, it’s not just their professional association. You have to understand that there are more partner groups than public school teachers in education... Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/SocialJustice.aspx?id=20940,BCTF > International Solidarity > False Bay School on Lasqueti Island is a big sister to a Kindergarten in Ethiopia  	BCTF Social Justice  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources   For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Social Justice > Programs and Workshops > International Solidarity False Bay School on Lasqueti Island is a big sister to a Kindergarten in Ethiopia I am a part-time teacher at False Bay School on Lasqueti Island in School District 69, Qualicum. This fall (2009), I spent two months in Ethiopia with friends and their adopted Ethiopian daughter. We primarily went to visit her family, but while there we also went to several small primary schools in rural areas near her hometown of Woliso. These schools, funded and run by a small local charity, are for Kindergarten students aged 4 to 6. Children who live in town are able to attend Kindergarten in the government or private schools. Children living in rural areas are too young to walk the long distances to town in order to attend. This puts rural children at a disadvantage when they enter the government-funded schools at age 7. These young students are taught to read and write in Oromic (their regional language) and English, by facilitators, usually young men from the community who have completed Grade 10. On weekends the schools are used to teach literacy to adults. In one of the schools that we visited, the classes are held in a room donated by a family in the village, usually used as part of their home. The community and the organization that runs this program are working to construct a new school building in order to be more certain that the program will continue and possibly expand. They have collected locally-available building materials, been given land by the government, and the local community is able to donate their labour; all that they need to purchase is metal roofing and nails. This will cost about $500.00 Canadian. When I returned to Lasqueti Island I suggested that our small rural school, grades K to 8, become a “big sister” to this school. There are many parallels between the schools. They both have about twenty-six students, they are both rural, and they are both strongly supported by their community. But the differences are huge. The Ethiopian school has no desks, no books, no manipulatives, and no games or playground equipment. The rest of the school staff, Parent Advisory Committee, and students embraced the idea. I showed them pictures and short videos of the little children sitting on benches in the tiny room, lit only by light coming in the window and open door. They saw the enthusiasm with which these children took turns reading the alphabet written on a tiny chalkboard propped against the wall. We decided that during the month of February, 2010, our students would hold a coin drive to raise the $500 for the roof. They are having a bake sale and setting up information and donation jars at school functions, as well as bringing money from home. We are also hoping to send a few school supplies: simple picture books, in English, that the students donate, pencils, alphabet cards, and a letter and picture from each student to each of the Ethiopian students. We will continue writing to the children and follow their progress as they build their own one-room school. Hopefully the relationship between the schools will last for years. The benefits to our students seem obvious. They will be developing an ongoing relationship with students in a very different culture, learning a little about how others live—their challenges and gifts. They will also gain some understanding about where their classmate, Etsegenet, used to live. I hope, too, that they will feel that they can make a contribution, not only of money, but of personal connection, with children whom they generally hear about only as statistics in a country beset by famine. For the Ethiopian students there will be the immediate benefit of having their own school, but I hope they will also gain by having a relationship with children in Canada. Submitted by Sheila Ray, False Bay School, SD69 sray@supernet.com  February, 2010 About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewTeachers.aspx?id=31861&printPage=true,BCTF > Resources  	New teachers  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > New Teachers > New Teachers' Handbook > Table of Contents Resources  BCTF website  bctf.ca—Provides up-to-date information on BCTF policy, news, bargaining, teaching resources, research, links to other teacher organizations, links to other educational sites, and much, more, including the New Teachers’ home page: bctf.ca/NewTeachers.aspx. Online Resource Centre: bctf.ca/teachingresources.aspx?id=8336/Journals.html—Provides links to teaching materials, web resources covering educational issues, and electronic journals for professional research. Social Justice teaching resources:  bctf.ca/socialjustice.aspx?id=18432. BCTF online email lists  bctf-beginteach—A list to facilitate discussion among and between beginning teachers and experienced teachers. TTOC-contacts—A closed list for local TTOC representatives. bctf-diversity—A forum for educators working with students with a diversity of needs in their classrooms. The forum encourages questions, comments, information, and resource sharing related to the inclusion of these students. bctf-e-alert—A list to alert members to new information on the BCTF web site. bctf-edtech-issues—An open list for exchange of information about technological issues, concerns with curriculum, implementation, professional development, assessment, and related issues around information and communications technologies. bctf-edtech-news—A weekly report on issues regarding teachers and education technology which might have an impact on BCTF members with regard to implementation of information and communications technology. bctf-enfrancais—A discussion list, open to all educators interested in the field of French education. bctf-indigenous—Gives teachers involved in indigenous education a place to ask questions, share ideas, and build a community. bctf-pd-issues—An information forum for professional issues including curriculum implementation, assessment, and related BCTF initiatives. bctf-research—Announcements about BCTF research projects, summaries of BCTF research reports, and education/labour research URLs and resources. bctf-socialjustice—A vehicle for the sharing of information, ideas, and activities on social justice issues. The scope is broad and includes women’s issues, racism, poverty, homophobia, violence, the social effects of globalization, especially the aspects of these issues which affect children, schools, and teachers. bctf-socialjustice12—An information-sharing forum for teachers teaching SJ12. bctf-ttoc—An open list for new teachers, TTOCs, and mentors to join. ttocac—A closed list for the Teachers Teaching on Call Advisory Committee. To subscribe to a BCTF email list:  Go to BCTF.ca. At top right-hand side of page, select email lists and click on this. Select the listserve you wish to join. Enter your email address. BCTF publications  For a complete list of BCTF publications (current news, briefs and position papers, catalogues, magazines, journals, maps, and research reports) visit the BCTF website at: bctf.ca/publications.aspx.  PD Calendar—A list of conferences offered by PSAs and other professional groups. It is available in print in the Teacher newsmagazine and online. www.bctf.ca/PDCalendar Social Justice newsletter—Articles about social justice issues relevant to teachers. Teacher newsmagazine—Articles of interest to teachers. It is distributed to all teachers in their schools and is available online. bctf.ca/publications/TeacherNewsmag.aspx  BCTF Services Handbook—Contains information about professional and social issues programs and services. It is available online: bctf.ca/BCTF-MemberServices.aspx  BCTF e-alert—To know what’s new on the web, sign up to e-alert: bctf.ca/signup Various brochures—Published throughout the year as needed on a variety of issues, such as Why No School Today?, which gives answers to common questions about professional development days. Local publications  Ask your staff rep and/or your local president about the following publications: local bulletins local newsletters school newsletters.)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet ""Everyone laughed when I said I wanted to open a button store" http://t.co/4AVIQWDBfB #smallbiz #entrepreneur" @naomiyamamoto - 06:39pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9086,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept./Oct. 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, No. 1, Sept./Oct. 2003 Helping children leave the nest by Gary Direnfeld With all the attention on where your kids are going, little may have been said about where they are leaving. Each year, thousands of children leave home, some for the very first time. Parents would do well to remember their first experience of leaving home. For many, it came easily, but for some, it was accompanied by stress, and for others, conflict. In remembering their own experience, parents next have to consider the experience they want their son or daughter to have. The experience of leaving home is important psychologically for the young adults and their parents. The experience can set the tone for the next stage of family development: the adult-to-adult relationship with the child. Remember, they will likely be married some day and you will want to see your grandchildren. So no more telling your child what to do. After managing through adolescence, parents are faced with the fact that their child is a young adult. Long gone are the days of parental authority. Coming to terms with this fact lies at the heart of the leaving home experience and can impact on your son’s or daughter’s sense of adult security and your future relationship together. Perhaps it is not so much that the parents must reassure their children that they will be all right but that the parents must reassure themselves and not let their concerns impede the children’s departure. Let them leave in peace, and do not try to cram in all the lessons left untaught. Some lessons are gained only by leaving home. For a better leaving-home experience consider these suggestions: Talk with your son or daughter about the feelings about leaving home. Don’t push on whether he or she will miss you, though, as this feeling might actually be your own. If it doesn’t come up, then maybe the thought hasn’t crossed their mind in the excitement of the experience. Reminisce about his/her growing up and the pleasures you have had along the way. Marvel at growth and accomplishments and your anticipation of future accomplishments. Plan well for the departure so the actual moment isn’t fraught with last-minute errands or conflicts. Offer your help, and be prepared to stand back or jump in—only as requested or discussed. Your hand is no longer attached to the bicycle seat, and you have to let go. If you follow these suggestions, you may experience a smoother transition to an adult relationship with your son or daughter. This kind of experience can repair past conflicts with your child and improve the odds of having a great relationship as adults. Gary Direnfeld is a social worker, child-behaviour expert, and author of Raising Kids Without Raising Cane (Secrets of the Trade, 1992). gary123@sympatico.ca Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "October is #FosterFamilyMonth. Thank you #BC for opening your homes and hearts to more than 5,900 children and youth." @John_Yap - 11:14pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141006,globalnews.ca,http://globalnews.ca/national/program/the-west-block,The West Block | Global News Your Region: National BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg On TV: News Hour Sections National National sections Locals Local sections Watch Watch sections Search Canada Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released Sections Health Money Consumer Tech Entertainment Environment Science Lifestyle Sports Featured Canada World Politics Investigations Canada Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released Your Region National Change BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Health Money Consumer Tech Entertainment Environment Science Lifestyle Sports Jump to a Region National BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Man trying to reach Bermuda in inflatable bubble rescued by Coast Guard Schedule NowNews Hour 6:30pmGlobal National More Programs Global National The West Block 16x9 The Morning Show More Personalities Dawna Friesen Carolyn Jarvis Liza Fromer Tom Clark More SUNDAYS 10am PT|MT 11am CT|ET 12pm AT Main About Host Social Media Episode Transcripts Video The West Block October 5 2014 1:30pm 00:42 West Block Primer: The history behind the ‘Umbrella Revolution’ Loading... Sun, Oct 5: When the British gave Hong Kong back to China in 1997, China promised the city could be semi-autonomous, continue running a capitalist system, offer freedom of speech, religion and of the press. And the people of Hong Kong were promised they could one day vote directly for their new leader. Last year,… Watch video → <iframe width='670' height='437' frameborder='0' allowfullscreen src='http://globalnews.ca/video/embed/1599380/'>Your browser does not support frames. <a href="http://globalnews.ca/video/1599380/west-block-primer-the-history-behind-the-umbrella-revolution">Click here to view the frameless video.</a>.</iframe> More Videos The West Block: Oct 5 23:36 Canada in Iraq: What happens after six months? 03:43 The political calculation of choosing whether to support military mission 04:16 Is the government shying away from the protests in Hong Kong? 02:20 Civility and decency among protesters 03:21 Expand video player Latest News Hong Kong protests October 5, 2014 5:00 pm Hong Kong protesters remove some barricades, but many refuse to move Some Hong Kong activists agreed to remove barriers blocking roads and sidewalks ahead of a Monday deadline set by the government and scale back their protests, while others refused to budge. Continue reading → Hong Kong protests October 5, 2014 2:29 pm The West Block on the ground in Hong Kong In Hong Kong, Tom caught up with a man who has spent many of his 76 years fighting for democracy — and who offered some harsh words for Western governments, including Canada. Continue reading →   What is this? Branded content is written by or on behalf of our sponsor and not by Global News' editorial staff. If you'd like to learn more... What is this ? X What is this? Branded content is written by or on behalf of our sponsor and not by Global News' editorial staff. If you'd like to learn more... More stories below ISIS October 5, 2014 2:28 pm Baird: Tories will go back to Parliament if extension of Iraq mission becomes necessary Ottawa is prepared to ask Parliament for an extension of the country’s mission in Iraq should it be required, Foreign Affairs Minister John Baird said. Continue reading → Accountability September 28, 2014 11:40 am Defected Conservative MP on ‘irresponsible government’ There has been a slow, but constant, development toward “irresponsible government,” said an Alberta MP who left the Conservative caucus last year to sit as an independent. Continue reading → fighting terrosism September 28, 2014 11:30 am ‘We don’t miss,’ public safety minister says of fighting terrorism Radicalized Canadians at home or abroad are targets the government will not miss, Public Safety Minister Steven Blaney said. Continue reading → The West Block September 28, 2014 11:30 am The ‘bizarre’ week in Parliament Two of Canada’s top journalists weigh in on what one called “a fairly bizarre week” in politics. Continue reading →   What is this? Branded content is written by or on behalf of our sponsor and not by Global News' editorial staff. If you'd like to learn more... What is this ? X What is this? Branded content is written by or on behalf of our sponsor and not by Global News' editorial staff. If you'd like to learn more... Ebola September 21, 2014 2:30 pm Ebola can be contained if world responds now: Canadian doctor The unprecedented Ebola outbreak, described as the greatest challenge facing the United Nations, is manageable and can be contained, according to a Canadian doctor. Continue reading → Canada September 21, 2014 11:38 am Questions surrounding museum’s opening miss point: CEO The Candian Museum of Human Rights opened its doors last week, mired in controversy and the issues falling into the lap of its CEO Stuart Murray. Continue reading → More stories below Ebola September 21, 2014 11:30 am Transcript: Season 4, Episode 2 Full transcript for Season 4, Episode 2, aired Sept. 21, 2014, featuring a one-of-a-king interview with Liberal leader Justin Trudeau, a discussion on Ebola and Canada’s reaction to the outbreak, and a look at Canada’s new and controversial museum. Continue reading → plane talk September 21, 2014 11:30 am ‘Plane Talk’ with Justin Trudeau: when he lies, his biggest regret and greatest extravagance Leaving behind his communications staff, strategists and handlers Liberal leader Justin Trudeau sat in a small, cramped aircraft cabin with Tom Clark to take a few questions. Continue reading → Load More Contact Us Keep in touch -- there's no shortage of ways to contact us: 1. Follow us on Twitter @TheWestBlock 2. Email us thewestblock@globalnews.ca 3. Or get us the old fashioned way at 40 Elgin St, Ottawa ON, K1P 5K6 4. You can also use our contact form below: Name Email Address Message Twitter Follow TheWestBlock 10 minutes ago The West Block @TheWestBlock Hillary Clinton: military action against ISIS “critical” and “essential” globalnews.ca/news/1600343/w… #cdnpoli 6 hours ago The West Block @TheWestBlock WATCH: MPs debate Ottawa’s ISIS motion for airstrikes in Iraq globalnews.ca/news/1600253/w… 1 day ago The West Block @TheWestBlock If you missed any of our coverage on Hong Kong and the mission in Iraq, check out the full show or any segment here: globalnews.ca/national/video… Jump to a Region BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Connect Facebook Twitter Google+ RSS Contact Us Global News About Us Privacy Policy Principles & Practices Terms & Conditions Copyright Shaw Media Advertise Open Data © Shaw Media Inc., 2014. All rights reserved. Follow Follow “Global News” Get every new post delivered to your Inbox. Join 3,820 other followers Powered by WordPress.com Shaw Connect Expand News Entertainment Entertainment Home Celebs Movies TV Music Living Lifestyle Food Home & Living Sports Money Tech Travel Breaktime Autos Watch TV Online All Sites Global Global News Food Network HGTV History Television Showcase Slice DTOUR ET Canada National Geographic Movietime Lifetime H2 DIY Action NG Wild Mystery IFC BBC Deja Vu Twist)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=21176,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 7, May/June 2010  Bullying won’t stop anytime soon By Deb Taylor The following letter was sent to CKNW regarding the Christy Clark show. April 14, 2010, was declared Pink Shirt Day. In the days leading up to April 14, Christy Clark promoted this year’s antibullying campaign in her current role as a talk-show host for CKNW. This is the woman, who when she was the Campbell Liberal government’s education minister, relentlessly insulted and criticized public school educators. Although I’m pleased that efforts to prevent bullying have achieved this level of media support, I’m disheartened by the approach that Christy Clark took in order to shed light upon this issue. Unfortunately, most of her shows during this campaign dealt with examples of bullying where, as she often put it, “…the school did nothing.” It makes me think that perhaps Clark’s prime motivation for “championing antibullying” is to give herself another platform from which to continue bashing public school teachers and administrators. I say this because if Christy Clark and CKNW really wanted to make a difference that would bring an end to bullying in our schools, they would have also spent time exploring the challenges schools and parents face in addressing this complex issue. They would have highlighted programs that are working and given recognition to those in our public schools that are making a difference. Clark would have also spent time delving into the impact that multiple years of underfunding to our public schools and to the Ministry for Children and Families continues to have upon children’s safety in this province. If schools are to deal with bullying effectively, they need teachers, counsellors, and administrators who are trained and available to meet with students as issues arise. Instead, Pink Shirt Day this year should have been named—Pink Slip Day. As once again, Gordon Campbell made hollow promises on the steps of the Legislature by proclaiming that “Bullying Stops Here” while continuing to underfund public education. In the next two weeks, school boards around the province are having to make painful decisions around where to make cuts to the very services that help keep students safe. When these cuts take place and elementary counsellors lose their jobs due to funding shortfalls and the counsellors that remain see their caseloads go from one counsellor for 900 students to one for 1,800 students, when secondary counsellors and administrators are required to spend more time teaching, and when the teaching assistants responsible for aiding students with severe behavioral challenges lose their hours and in some cases their jobs…who’s going to be there when a student or group of students needs a hand at working through a conflict? Who’s going to teach the antibullying, conflict resolution, or restorative justice classes, who’s going to train and supervise school mediators or Playground Pals, and who’s going to offer small group social skills training for students whose disability is dealing with social situations? Who’s going to make sure our playgrounds, cafeterias, and hallways are safe when noon-hour supervisors numbers and hours are cut? The scary reality is that Christy Clark may well have even more upsetting stories to tell by Pink Shirt (alias Pink Slip Day) 2011. I sincerely hope I’m wrong. I also hope that when Pink Shirt Day comes around next year, Christy Clark can get over whatever personal unresolved issues she has with our public schools and spend her time promoting positive solutions to this issue. Deb Taylor has spent over 35 years as a teacher and a counsellor of students from Kindergarten to Grade 12. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141006,globalnews.ca,http://globalnews.ca/tag/bc-teachers-strike/adEnd.cb,BC Teachers Strike | News, Videos & Articles Your Region: National BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg On TV: Global National Sections National National sections Locals Local sections Watch Watch sections Search Canada Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released Sections Health Money Consumer Tech Entertainment Environment Science Lifestyle Sports Featured Canada World Politics Investigations Canada Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released Your Region National Change BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Health Money Consumer Tech Entertainment Environment Science Lifestyle Sports Jump to a Region National BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Man trying to reach Bermuda in inflatable bubble rescued by Coast Guard Schedule NowGlobal National 7:00pmEntertainment Tonight More Programs Global National The West Block 16x9 The Morning Show More Personalities Dawna Friesen Carolyn Jarvis Liza Fromer Tom Clark More News Major snowfall covers N. Manitoba Entertainment ‘Gone Girl’ wins weekend box office News Journalist with Ebola arrives at US hospital Canada Quebecor sells off Sun newspaper chain News Crowdfunded bus debuts in Toronto Entertainment Depardieu reveals past as escort, thief Canada MPs debate motion for airstrikes in Iraq Sports NBA extends television deals for 9 years Trending Maple Syrup Heist Hong Kong protests Iraq crisis Luka Magnotta Ebola outbreak enterovirus D68 Ukraine Retail Wars http://globalnews.ca/tag/bc-teachers-strike/"> News Live blog Daycare Options Wages Class Size What is E80? Class Composition Video Latest BC Teachers Strike Videos 02:08 News Hour BC Inner city teacher turns to crowdfunding for needy kids 01:59 News Hour BC Back to school, three weeks late 01:27 News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Will the school year be extended? 02:39 Noon News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: What can kids expect? 02:19 News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Results of the vote tonight 05:03 Noon News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Teachers voting today 04:12 News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Big questions remain 10:13 BC 1 BC teachers dispute: Union leader Jim Sinclair weighs in on deal 03:10 Noon News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: BCTF urged to vote yes 03:11 News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Deal details 01:44 News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Deal reaction 01:44 News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Back to school shopping 01:57 News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Finally, a tentative deal 06:59 BC 1 BC teachers dispute: Is it a good deal? 05:21 BC 1 BC teachers deal: Is the new deal affordable? 06:34 BC 1 BC teachers dispute: What will the school year look like? 15:57 News Hour BC Press conference: BCTF president Jim Iker on tentative deal 02:11 Global National BC teachers strike: Tentative deal reached, school may start Monday 15:20 News Hour BC Press conference: Premier Christy Clark and Peter Fassbender on tentative deal 06:31 BC 1 BC teachers dispute: Press conference review Latest BC Teachers Strike News Global News October 5, 2014 10:07 pm Coquitlam teachers fighting over pay Lori Leonard thought the protests were behind her, but the Coquitlam teacher is dusting off her picket sign once again. Continue reading → BC 1 September 27, 2014 2:02 pm Cheques for school strike money to be mailed in late October Cheques for the $40 a day promised to parents of children aged 12 and under during the education dispute will be mailed out in late October. Continue reading →   What is this? Branded content is written by or on behalf of our sponsor and not by Global News' editorial staff. If you'd like to learn more... What is this ? X What is this? Branded content is written by or on behalf of our sponsor and not by Global News' editorial staff. If you'd like to learn more... More stories below Global News September 24, 2014 1:34 am Children at Silverdale Elementary return to class in middle of construction site Students at Silverdale Elementary, a small school in Mission, have started off their year on a construction site. Continue reading → BC 1 September 22, 2014 7:50 pm Elementary school teacher sets up crowdfunding page for classroom supplies For teachers, going back to school also comes at a cost. Continue reading → BC 1 September 22, 2014 8:10 am BC teachers’ strike: Will the school year be extended? Public school students will be back in classrooms across B.C. on Monday amid lingering questions about how the education dispute will affect the school year. Continue reading → BC 1 September 20, 2014 1:36 pm B.C. students getting ready to go back to school on Monday Shoppers are expected to be out in droves this weekend across B.C., stocking up on school supplies. Continue reading →   What is this? Branded content is written by or on behalf of our sponsor and not by Global News' editorial staff. If you'd like to learn more... What is this ? X What is this? Branded content is written by or on behalf of our sponsor and not by Global News' editorial staff. If you'd like to learn more... BC 1 September 17, 2014 7:23 pm B.C. teachers ponder tentative deal ahead of vote The initial euphoria of getting a negotiated deal in the bitter B.C. teachers’ strike has worn off and now more than 40,000 union members are tallying their wins and losses before voting on the contract. Continue reading → BC 1 September 17, 2014 2:00 pm Questions about Pro-D Days in B.C. as tentative deal reached in dispute But for school districts that have Pro-D Days scheduled for Monday, many are wondering if those will be rescheduled or cancelled so the kids and teachers can get back in the classroom as soon as possible. Continue reading → More stories below BC 1 September 17, 2014 8:30 am Teachers to vote on tentative deal on Thursday: the details Here is what is known about the tentative six-year deal between the BCTF and government that teachers will vote on this Thursday Continue reading → Global News September 16, 2014 10:49 pm Full text of communication to teachers from the BCTF Read the full text of the e-mail that the BCTF sent to B.C. teachers today after the announcement of a tentative deal. Continue reading → Load More Popular Now Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released 20224 How does Ebola spread? 5 things you need to know 18659 Accused Madeleine McCann Twitter troll found dead 9985 Ebola: 5 reasons why an outbreak is highly unlikely in Canada 7298 UPDATE: What’s the best, cheapest Canadian cellphone plan out there? 5891 Featured Content Canada Ebola: 5 reasons why an outbreak is highly unlikely in Canada What are the chances of an Ebola outbreak taking off in Canada? It isn’t likely, according to experts. And here are a number of reasons why. Continue reading → Environment Are we in the midst of a mass extinction? There have been 5 mass extinctions — the loss of 75 per cent or more of the world’s species — in Earth’s history. Scientists now believe that we are at the early stages of the sixth. Continue reading → Health Lab-grown penises may soon be ‘ready for testing’ on humans Researchers in North Carolina say penises grown in laboratories could “soon be ready for human testing,” offering hope for men who have had traumatic injuries or penile cancer. Continue reading → Canada Meet Rachel Parent — the teen fighting for GMO labelling in Canada Rachel Parent is a 15-year-old activist. Her goal: mandatory labelling in Canada of all genetically modified organisms, or GMOs that are found as ingredients in food. Continue reading → Canada Abandoned puppies on the mend Twenty hungry, cold and flea-infested puppies found in a Saskatchewan field are now being nursed back to health at Battleford’s Humane Society. Continue reading → Science Everything you need to know about Wednesday’s lunar eclipse On Oct. 8, Canada will be treated to its second lunar eclipse of the year. Find out what you can expect. Continue reading → Canada Can homegrown food win the climate change war? Wondering what’s the single most effective way to combat climate change? Plant a garden. Continue reading → Canada 16×9: An investigation into illegal lumber Timber thieves are stealing wood from the Russian Far East, processing it in China and then shipping it to North America, a 16×9 investigation has found. Continue reading → Highlights Hounds of Parliament: As commuting cyclist and budget watchdog, Frechette must make his presence known Frechette draws a line distinguishing his personality as a cyclist and as the parliamentary budget officer. But surely there’s a parallel between the assertive man he is on a bike and in the role of PBO? Continue reading → Email alerts Sign up for FREE daily Globalnews.ca newsletters and breaking news alerts Email Address National Daily News National Breaking News By clicking on the submit button, I have read, understood and agreed to our privacy policy Twitter Follow globalnews 20 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews USA Swimming suspends #MichaelPhelps for 6 months glbn.ca/ClLU9 pic.twitter.com/nqC3dQ3NhL 20 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews Hillary Clinton: military action against ISIS “critical” and “essential” globalnews.ca/news/1600343/w… #cdnpoli 32 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews Boy left in car during church choir practice dies glbn.ca/ClKBB Jump to a Region BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Connect Facebook Twitter Google+ RSS Contact Us Global News About Us Privacy Policy Principles & Practices Terms & Conditions Copyright Shaw Media Advertise Open Data © Shaw Media Inc., 2014. All rights reserved. Follow Follow “Global News” Get every new post delivered to your Inbox. Join 3,820 other followers Powered by WordPress.com Shaw Connect Expand News Entertainment Entertainment Home Celebs Movies TV Music Living Lifestyle Food Home & Living Sports Money Tech Travel Breaktime Autos Watch TV Online All Sites Global Global News Food Network HGTV History Television Showcase Slice DTOUR ET Canada National Geographic Movietime Lifetime H2 DIY Action NG Wild Mystery IFC BBC Deja Vu Twist)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8108&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 7, May/June 2005 Literary link—Port Moody Secondary School reaches out by Michael Gould Port Moody Secondary School (PMSS) is dedicated to international mindedness. And at home, too, PMSS is committed to community mindedness. Recently, the students in Wendy Hawkin’s Writing 12 class reached out and collaborated with students in Moody Elementary School (MES), creating personalized fictional books for 30 Grade 4 and 5 MES leadership students. At MES, the air was charged. Smiles beamed. Pride shone. As the PMSS students entered the elementary school, you could hear, "The secondaries are here!" The MES leadership students unwrapped beautifully illustrated and well-written books, created especially for them. The stories represented the pride of the young writers and the joy of their little buddies—the stars of the show. The elementary students sat next to the high school students and shared the moment. For many students and parents, reading with children is a proud daily ritual. But this was something special. The smiles, laughter, and bright eyes were evidence that the PMSS students had made an important connection with kids. The project provided an opportunity for literacy beyond the classroom. It demonstrated the positive impact we have on children. In less than three weeks, the project had gone from outline to presentation. The writers interviewed the students and created a story based on the interests and backgrounds of their elementary buddies. The writers could create their own artwork or collaborate with the Art 12 students. The shared efforts did not stop at the writing and art departments. Of the 30 elementary students, two students with special needs could not read. The writers sought support from the special education department at PMSS. The writers wrote the text for the story and submitted the stories to the special education department, where they were translated into pictures. Thus the two students had books that they could read—not words, but symbols. Interviews with students and staff at PMSS and MES revealed passionate insights into the project, the struggles and achievements for the writers, and the demonstration of social responsibility through partnerships between secondary, middle, and elementary-school students. Hawkin said that she likes to do something new and creative every year for her Writing 12 class. Last year, her students wrote and directed a play, which the Drama 9 class performed. And this year, she came up with a project that involved MES. "Wendy really is a specialist in this area [cross-curricular development]," said Karen Jensen, PMSS principal. Hawkin stated, "This project allowed the younger and the older kids to get together and share over literature. There was a sense of magic and timelessness to this project." But little did she know that this immediate deadline was going to be difficult for her and the writers. Hawkin said, "Within three weeks, we had to sell the idea to MES. MES had to send out and have all of the participation forms returned (a feat that is not as easy it seems). I had to prepare the writers for interviewing the students. The writers interviewed their students, wrote drafts, created artwork, completed the final draft ready for publishing, and published the books. And to add more pressure, with 24 writers, some students had to team up to create more than one book." Given this tight deadline, when asked about any fears that the students had, Hawkin said, "The students really jumped in there." One of the difficulties that the writers faced was matching the writing to the audience. The PMSS students’ regular reading audience is adult. Now, they had to write for ten-year-olds. Hawkin said that some of the apprehensions stemmed from competition. One of Hawkin’s writers related, "My student is reading Harry Potter! How am I going to compete with Harry Potter?" Another student stated, "Magic? I don’t know anything about magic!" Given the intense time pressure and fear of the unknown, "the writers rose to the challenge and did an incredible job!" responded Hawkin. When asked if she thought any of the stories could become published works, Hawkin responded, "Certainly. I can think of at least two stories with which one could approach a publisher." "Writing for an audience makes it more real. And the motivation comes not from letter grades, but from pride." stated Hawkin. Danielle MacDonald, one of the writers, echoed the sentiment: "I could be inventive and I had a chance to write for enjoyment. I didn’t think about it as ‘doing it for marks,’ even though it actually was for marks." Danielle also enjoyed writing for someone other than a teacher. Another writer, Max Greenall, liked handing the book to his buddy. "They [the MES leadership students] looked really excited. It seemed like a second recess for them. They enjoyed the extra attention," responded Greenall. Renee Bellefeuille, another writer, when asked what she enjoyed about the experience, said, "They [the MES leadership students] view literature as entertainment and do not critique and analyze it for logic." MacDonald said, "It was more than the book—it was about playing with the children. People do not realize how younger kids appreciate you just being there, and for that hour, you are their hero; you are new!" John Andrews, the principal at MES, supports the partnerships between his elementary school and Moody Middle School (MMS) and PMSS. When asked about the importance of building partnerships among the three levels of schools, Andrews replied, "The Coquitlam School District makes the transition for the students from elementary to middle school to high school seamless." Andrews added, "We have worked much in the past with both MMS and PMSS students. For instance, Grade 9 PMSS students came and dramatized fairy tales. Also, six PMSS students regularly lead 60 elementary students in aerobics, hip-hop, and dance. PMSS students lead activities for our annual sports day. Plus, MMS students lead camp activities for our kids." Andrews feels that the interactions are especially meaningful to the elementary students. "When elementary students walk down the street and see a student from the middle school or the high school, they get excited—’I know her; she teaches us aerobics!’ " Andrews said. Andrews saw the writing project as an opportunity for his leadership class to receive some well-deserved attention. The leadership class, Grade 4 and 5 students, performs a vital role at MES. The students act as classroom monitors, lead younger students in activities, assist primary grades in art projects, and help in the office and in the library. "Now, it is the leadership students’ turn for someone to do something for them," stated Andrews. When asked what she liked about the experience, Allyson Staddon, a Grade 4 student at MES, responded: "It was cool that we got a book dedicated to us. At our school, we have little buddies, and it is nice to have big buddies." When asked what he was most proud of, Andrews responded, "I am most proud of the fact that the students with special needs could participate, that our students returned the parental forms so quickly, and of the passion that the PMSS students put into this effort. I am proud of the whole experience. Everyone came together—teamwork!" This writing project reflects aspects of social responsibility in the students’ books—"teachers creating relevant activities for learning in the classroom and students focussing on community mindedness for others," said Jensen. It offered an opportunity to bring students of different levels together, share literature, and make a lasting impression. This PMSS Writing 12 activity is an extension of the course work in the classroom, reaching out to the community and making a difference in someone’s life. Michael Gould is a teacher on call, Coquitlam.  )
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(20140925,www.bcpsea.bc.ca,http://www.bcpsea.bc.ca/bc-teachers/static/r07/lightbox001.css,IIS 7.5 Detailed Error - 404.0 - Not Found Server Error in Application "BCPSEA.BC.CA" Internet Information Services 7.5 Error Summary HTTP Error 404.0 - Not Found The resource you are looking for has been removed, had its name changed, or is temporarily unavailable. Detailed Error Information Module IIS Web Core Notification MapRequestHandler Handler StaticFile Error Code 0x80070002 Requested URL http://www.bcpsea.bc.ca:80/bc-teachers/static/r07/lightbox001.css Physical Path C:\inetpub\vhosts\bcpsea.bc.ca\httpdocs\bc-teachers\static\r07\lightbox001.css Logon Method Anonymous Logon User Anonymous Most likely causes: The directory or file specified does not exist on the Web server. The URL contains a typographical error. A custom filter or module, such as URLScan, restricts access to the file. Things you can try: Create the content on the Web server. Review the browser URL. Create a tracing rule to track failed requests for this HTTP status code and see which module is calling SetStatus. For more information about creating a tracing rule for failed requests, click here. Links and More Information This error means that the file or directory does not exist on the server. Create the file or directory and try the request again. View more information »)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141007,plus.google.com,https://plus.google.com/116383655472952176058,Moved Temporarily Moved Temporarily The document has moved here.)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/contacts.cfm?page=presidents&sort=1&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true,BCTF Contacts Home E-mail Lists Links A to Z Index Contact Us Help SITE SEARCH Quick Links BCTF formsBCTF NewsFrançaisLabour linksPensionsTeacher NewsmagazineTeaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Contact Us > Local Presidents Local Presidents and Contact Information Sorted by local name. Click here for sort by local number. *Sublocal       O: Office   OF: Office Fax Abbotsford District Teachers' Association (34) Doug Smuland 2570 Cyril Street Abbotsford, BC  V2S 2G2 O: 604-854-1946 OF: 604-850-5100 lp34@bctf.ca Alberni District Teachers' Union (701) Ken Zydyk 4913 Argyle Street Port Alberni, BC  V9Y 1V6 O: 250-724-5021 OF: 250-724-0442 lp701@bctf.ca Arrow Lakes Teachers' Association (10) Ric Bardati Box 422 New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0 O: 250-265-7062 OF: N/A lp10@bctf.ca Boundary District Teachers' Association (51) Norm Sabourin Box 634, 1815D Central Ave Grand Forks, BC  V0H 1H0 O: 250-442-3330 OF: N/A lp51@bctf.ca Bulkley Valley Teachers' Union (54) Ilona Weiss PO Box 2137, 3772 C 1st Ave Smithers, BC  V0J 2N0 O: 250-847-3127 OF: 250-847-3123 lp54@bctf.ca Burnaby Teachers' Association (41) Rae Figursky 115-3993 Henning Drive Burnaby, BC  V5C 6P7 O: 604 294-8141 OF: 604 294-9846 lp41@bctf.ca Burns Lake District Teachers' Union (55) Kathryn Warren Box 464 Burns Lake, BC  V0J 1E0 O: 250-692-7932 OF: 250-692-7597 lp55@bctf.ca Campbell River District Teachers' Association (72) Dave Harper 202-871 Island Hwy Campbell River, BC  V9W 2C2 O: 250-286-1663 OF: 250-286-1679 lp72@bctf.ca Cariboo-Chilcotin Teachers' Association (27) Murray Helmer 124D North 2nd Avenue Williams Lake, BC  V2G 1Z6 O: 250-398-7221 OF: 250-398-5913 lp27@bctf.ca Central Coast Teachers' Association (49) Marc Hedges Box 253 Hagensborg, BC  V0T 1H0 O: 250-982-2354 OF: 250-982-2354 lp49@bctf.ca Central Okanagan Teachers' Association (23) Susan Bauhart 210-1751 Harvey Avenue Kelowna, BC  V1Y 6G4 O: 250-860-3866 OF: 250-862-3024 lp23@bctf.ca Chetwynd Teachers' Association* (592) Leanne Robertson Box 2665 Chetwynd, BC  V0C 1J0 O: 250-788-2267 OF: 250-788-9729 lp592@bctf.ca Chilliwack Teachers' Association (33) Clint Johnston 203-45970 Airport Road Chilliwack, BC  V2P 1A2 O: 604-792-9233 OF: 604-792-9389 lp33@bctf.ca Comox District Teachers' Association (71) Nick Moore 491 4th Street Ste. C Courtenay, BC  V9N 1G9 O: 250-338-1461 OF: 250-338-1657 lp71@bctf.ca Coquitlam Teachers' Association (43) Charley King 208-2502 St. Johns Street Port Moody, BC  V3H 2B4 O: 604-936-9971 OF: 604-936-7515 lp43@bctf.ca Cowichan District Teachers' Association (65) Naomi Nilsson 201-394 Duncan Street Duncan, BC  V9L 3W4 O: 250-748-2251 OF: 250-748-5243 lp65@bctf.ca Cranbrook District Teachers' Association (2) Shelley Balfour 304-105 9th Avenue South Cranbrook, BC  V1C 2M1 O: 250-489-3717 OF: 250-489-3727 lp02@bctf.ca Creston Valley Teachers' Association (861) Becky Blair 1001 Railway Boulevard Creston, BC  V0B 1G3 O: 250-428-7006 OF: 250-428-8602 lp861@bctf.ca Delta Teachers' Association (37) Paul Steer 110-4977 Trenant St Delta, BC  V4K 2K5 O: 604-946-0391 OF: 604-946-1629 lp37@bctf.ca Fernie District Teachers' Association (1) Christina Smith Box 10 Fernie, BC  V0B 1M0 O: 250-423-3333 OF: 250-423-6134 lp01@bctf.ca Fort Nelson District Teachers' Association (81) Greg Gerwing Box 2031 Fort Nelson, BC  V0C 1R0 O: 250-775-1824 OF: N/A lp81@bctf.ca Fraser-Cascade Teachers' Association (78) Lynne Marvell Unit E, Box 1238 Hope, BC  V0X 1L0 O: 604-869-9383 OF: 604-869-3236 lp78@bctf.ca Gold Trail Teachers' Association (74) Cameron Rittinger Box 1437 Ashcroft, BC  V0K 1A0 O: 250-453-2696 OF: 250-453-2696 lp74@bctf.ca Golden Teachers' Association (18) Mike Archibald Box 430 Golden, BC  V0A 1H0 O: 250-344-5885 OF: 250-344-5890 lp18@bctf.ca Greater Victoria Teachers' Association (61) Bénula Larsen 965 Alston Street Victoria, BC  V9A 3S5 O: 250-595-0181 OF: 250-595-0189 lp61@bctf.ca Gulf Islands Teachers' Association (64) Deborah Nostdal Box 537 Salt Spring Island, BC  V8K 2W2 O: 250-537-4990 OF: 250-537-4990 lp64@bctf.ca Haida Gwaii Teachers' Association (50) Jennifer Jury c/o PO Box 325 Queen Charlotte City, BC  V0T 1S0 O: 250-637-1805 OF: N/A lp50@bctf.ca Kamloops Thompson Teachers' Association (73) David Komljenovic 202/204-1157 12th Street Kamloops, BC  V2B 7L2 O: 250-554-1223 OF: 250-554-1311 lp73@bctf.ca Kimberley Teachers' Association (3) Sally Struthers 201-144 Deer Park Avenue Kimberley, BC  V1A 2J4 O: 250-432-9729 OF: N/A lp03@bctf.ca Kitimat District Teachers' Association (80) Kim Meyer 233 Enterprise Avenue Kitimat, BC  V8C 2C8 O: 250-632-3109 OF: 250-632-3108 lp80@bctf.ca Kootenay Columbia Teachers' Union (20) Andy Davidoff 1657 Hwy 3A Castlegar, BC  V1N 4N5 O: 250-364-1740 OF: 250-364-1750 lp20@bctf.ca Kootenay Lake Teachers' Association* (862) Cam Zuk Box 671 Kaslo, BC  V0G 1M0 O: 250-353-2227 OF: N/A lp862@bctf.ca Lake Cowichan Teachers' Association (66) Chris Rolls 5610 West Riverbottom Rd Duncan, BC  V9L 6H9 O: 250-748-0011 OF: N/A lp66@bctf.ca Langley Teachers' Association (35) Gail Chaddock Costello 100-5786 Glover Road Langley, BC  V3A 4H9 O: 604-533-1618 OF: 604-533-1400 lp35@bctf.ca Mackenzie Teachers' Association* (572) Shannon Pride Box 1836 Mackenzie, BC  V0J 2C0 O: 250-997-6340 OF: N/A lp572@bctf.ca Maple Ridge Teachers' Association (42) George Serra 11771 Fraser Street Maple Ridge, BC  V2X 6C6 O: 604-467-2111 OF: 604-467-0815 lp42@bctf.ca McBride-Valemount Teachers' Association* (573) Jennifer L'Arrivee 2265 Red Tail Road Mcbride, BC  V0J 2E0 O: 250-569-2295 OF: N/A lp573@bctf.ca Mission Teachers' Union (75) Mark Bradshaw 100-33344 2nd Ave Mission, BC  V2V 1K3 O: 604-826-0112 OF: 604-826-3435 lp75@bctf.ca Mount Arrowsmith Teachers' Association (69) Debbie Morran Box 1286 Parksville, BC  V9P 2H3 O: 250-248-3496 OF: 250-248-3440 lp69@bctf.ca Nanaimo District Teachers' Association (68) Mike Ball 3137 Barons Road Nanaimo, BC  V9T 5W5 O: 250-756-1237 OF: 250-756-0188 lp68@bctf.ca Nechako Teachers' Union (56) Thomas Thalheimer Box 978 Vanderhoof, BC  V0J 3A0 O: 250-567-5040 OF: 250-567-5060 lp56@bctf.ca Nelson District Teachers' Association (7) Paul Boscariol PO Box 1012 Nelson, BC  V1L 6A5 O: 250-354-4142 OF: 250-354-1558 lp07@bctf.ca New Westminster Teachers' Union (40) Grant Osborne 607 Columbia St New Westminster, BC  V3M 1A7 O: 604-526-8990 OF: 604-526-8912 lp40@bctf.ca Nicola Valley Teachers' Union (31) Peter Vogt Box 849 Merritt, BC  V1K 1B8 O: 250-378-5060 OF: 250-378-5060 lp31@bctf.ca Nisga'a Teachers' Union (92) Richard Hotson Box 226 New Aiyansh, BC  V0J 1A0 O: 250-633-2571 OF: 250-633-2574 lp92@bctf.ca North Okanagan-Shuswap Teachers' Association (83) Brenda O'Dell Box 187 Salmon Arm, BC  V1E 4N3 O: 250-832-1933 OF: 250-832-4592 lp83@bctf.ca North Vancouver Teachers' Association (44) Carolyn Pena 100 - 133 West 17th Street North Vancouver, BC  V7M 1V5 O: 604 988-3224 OF: 604 980-8092 lp44@bctf.ca Okanagan Skaha Teachers' Union (67) Leslea Woodward 697 Martin Street Penticton, BC  V2A 5L5 O: 250-492-4915 OF: 250-492-5540 lp67@bctf.ca Peace River North Teachers' Association (60) Michele Wiebe Box 6057 Fort St John, BC  V1J 4H6 O: 250-785-8881 OF: 250-785-8881 lp60@bctf.ca Peace River South Teachers' Association (591) Lorraine MacKay Box 145 Dawson Creek, BC  V1G 4G3 O: 250-782-1284 OF: 250-782-1280 lp591@bctf.ca Powell River District Teachers' Association (47) Cathy Fisher 201-4400 Marine Avenue Powell River, BC  V8A 2K1 O: 604-485-5212 OF: 604-485-2882 lp47@bctf.ca Prince George District Teachers' Association (571) Tina Cousins 101-1968 Queensway Prince George, BC  V2L 1M2 O: 250-562-7214 OF: 250-562-5743 lp571@bctf.ca Prince Rupert District Teachers' Union (52) Kathy Murphy c/o Fisherman's Hall, 869 Fraser Street Prince Rupert, BC  V8J 1R1 O: 250-627-1700 OF: 250-624-6784 lp52@bctf.ca Princeton District Teachers' Union (17) Robert Tarswell Box 1019 Princeton, BC  V0X 1W0 O: 250-295-6684 OF: 250-295-6684 lp17@bctf.ca Quesnel District Teachers' Association (28) Lisa Kishkan Box 4643 Quesnel, BC  V2J 3J8 O: 250-992-3737 OF: 250-992-3638 lp28@bctf.ca Revelstoke Teachers' Association (19) Jennifer Wolney Box 72 Revelstoke, BC  V0E 2S0 O: 250-837-2255 OF: 250-837-2255 lp19@bctf.ca Richmond Teachers' Association (38) Al Klassen 210-7360 Westminster Hwy Richmond, BC  V6X 1A1 O: 604-278-2539 OF: 604-278-4320 lp38@bctf.ca Saanich Teachers' Association (63) Mark Skanks 6843 Central Saanich Road Saanichton, BC  V8Z 5V4 O: 778-426-1426 OF: 778-426-0716 lp63@bctf.ca Sea to Sky Teachers' Association (48) Carl Walker 104-40775 Tantalus Rd Squamish, BC  V8B 0N2 O: 604-892-3056 OF: 604-892-2296 lp48@bctf.ca SEPF (93) Sylvie Liechtele 100-550 West 6th Avenue Vancouver, BC  V5Z 4P2 O: 604-871-1866 OF: N/A lp93@bctf.ca Sooke Teachers' Association (62) Ian Johnson 201-716 Goldstream Avenue Victoria, BC  V9B 2X3 O: 250-474-3181 OF: 250-474-5555 lp62@bctf.ca South Okanagan Similkameen Teachers' Union (53) Sylvia Slater Box 1586 Oliver, BC  V0H 1T0 O: 250-498-2255 OF: N/A lp53@bctf.ca Stikine Teachers' Association (87) Asa Berg c/o Asa Berg, Box 469 Atlin, BC  V0W 1A0 O: 250-651-7820 OF: 250-651-7820 lp87@bctf.ca Sunshine Coast Teachers' Association (46) Louise Herle Box 951 Sechelt, BC  V0N 3A0 O: 604-885-7944 OF: 604-885-9837 lp46@bctf.ca Surrey Teachers' Association (36) Jennifer Wadge 201-9030 King George Boulevard Surrey, BC  V3V 7Y3 O: 604-594-5353 OF: 604-594-5176 lp36@bctf.ca Terrace District Teachers' Union (881) Cathy Lambright 4733 Park Avenue Terrace, BC  V8G 1W2 O: 250-635-4659 OF: N/A lp881@bctf.ca Tumbler Ridge Teachers' Association* (593) Karen Edwards 127 Gwillim Crescent, Box 1003 Tumbler Ridge, BC  V0C 2W0 O: 250-242-5281 OF: 250-242-5785 lp593@bctf.ca Upper Skeena Teachers* (882) Joslyn Bagg Box 562 New Hazelton, BC  V0J 2Y0 O: 250-842-6613 OF: N/A lp882@bctf.ca Vancouver Elementary School Teachers' Association (391) Dan Graves 2915 Commercial Dr Vancouver, BC  V5N 4C8 O: 604-873-8378 OF: 604-873-2652 lp391@bctf.ca Vancouver Island North Teachers' Association (85) Shawn Gough Box 5151, 6855 Market St Port Hardy, BC  V0N 2P0 O: 250-949-8888 OF: 250-949-8882 lp85@bctf.ca Vancouver Island West Teachers' Union (84) Ryan Meise PO Box 137 Gold River, BC  V0P 1G0 O: 250-283-9081 OF: N/A lp84@bctf.ca Vancouver Secondary Teachers' Association (392) Debbie Pawluk 2915 Commercial Drive Vancouver, BC  V5N 4C8 O: 604-873-5570 OF: 604-873-3916 lp392@bctf.ca Vernon Teachers' Association (22) Heather Malcolm 4004 31st Street Vernon, BC  V1T 5J6 O: 250-542-0456 OF: 250-542-0564 lp22@bctf.ca West Vancouver Teachers' Association (45) Rob Millard 4915 Marine Drive West Vancouver, BC  V7W 2P5 O: 604-926-1617 OF: 604-926-1119 lp45@bctf.ca Windermere Teachers' Association (4) Doug Murray Box 478 Invermere, BC  V0A 1K0 O: 250-341-5158 OF: N/A lp04@bctf.ca About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy Close Window Print Page   Local Presidents and Contact Information Sorted by local name. Click here for sort by local number. *Sublocal       O: Office   OF: Office Fax Abbotsford District Teachers' Association (34) Doug Smuland 2570 Cyril Street Abbotsford, BC  V2S 2G2 O: 604-854-1946 OF: 604-850-5100 lp34@bctf.ca Alberni District Teachers' Union (701) Ken Zydyk 4913 Argyle Street Port Alberni, BC  V9Y 1V6 O: 250-724-5021 OF: 250-724-0442 lp701@bctf.ca Arrow Lakes Teachers' Association (10) Ric Bardati Box 422 New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0 O: 250-265-7062 OF: N/A lp10@bctf.ca Boundary District Teachers' Association (51) Norm Sabourin Box 634, 1815D Central Ave Grand Forks, BC  V0H 1H0 O: 250-442-3330 OF: N/A lp51@bctf.ca Bulkley Valley Teachers' Union (54) Ilona Weiss PO Box 2137, 3772 C 1st Ave Smithers, BC  V0J 2N0 O: 250-847-3127 OF: 250-847-3123 lp54@bctf.ca Burnaby Teachers' Association (41) Rae Figursky 115-3993 Henning Drive Burnaby, BC  V5C 6P7 O: 604 294-8141 OF: 604 294-9846 lp41@bctf.ca Burns Lake District Teachers' Union (55) Kathryn Warren Box 464 Burns Lake, BC  V0J 1E0 O: 250-692-7932 OF: 250-692-7597 lp55@bctf.ca Campbell River District Teachers' Association (72) Dave Harper 202-871 Island Hwy Campbell River, BC  V9W 2C2 O: 250-286-1663 OF: 250-286-1679 lp72@bctf.ca Cariboo-Chilcotin Teachers' Association (27) Murray Helmer 124D North 2nd Avenue Williams Lake, BC  V2G 1Z6 O: 250-398-7221 OF: 250-398-5913 lp27@bctf.ca Central Coast Teachers' Association (49) Marc Hedges Box 253 Hagensborg, BC  V0T 1H0 O: 250-982-2354 OF: 250-982-2354 lp49@bctf.ca Central Okanagan Teachers' Association (23) Susan Bauhart 210-1751 Harvey Avenue Kelowna, BC  V1Y 6G4 O: 250-860-3866 OF: 250-862-3024 lp23@bctf.ca Chetwynd Teachers' Association* (592) Leanne Robertson Box 2665 Chetwynd, BC  V0C 1J0 O: 250-788-2267 OF: 250-788-9729 lp592@bctf.ca Chilliwack Teachers' Association (33) Clint Johnston 203-45970 Airport Road Chilliwack, BC  V2P 1A2 O: 604-792-9233 OF: 604-792-9389 lp33@bctf.ca Comox District Teachers' Association (71) Nick Moore 491 4th Street Ste. C Courtenay, BC  V9N 1G9 O: 250-338-1461 OF: 250-338-1657 lp71@bctf.ca Coquitlam Teachers' Association (43) Charley King 208-2502 St. Johns Street Port Moody, BC  V3H 2B4 O: 604-936-9971 OF: 604-936-7515 lp43@bctf.ca Cowichan District Teachers' Association (65) Naomi Nilsson 201-394 Duncan Street Duncan, BC  V9L 3W4 O: 250-748-2251 OF: 250-748-5243 lp65@bctf.ca Cranbrook District Teachers' Association (2) Shelley Balfour 304-105 9th Avenue South Cranbrook, BC  V1C 2M1 O: 250-489-3717 OF: 250-489-3727 lp02@bctf.ca Creston Valley Teachers' Association (861) Becky Blair 1001 Railway Boulevard Creston, BC  V0B 1G3 O: 250-428-7006 OF: 250-428-8602 lp861@bctf.ca Delta Teachers' Association (37) Paul Steer 110-4977 Trenant St Delta, BC  V4K 2K5 O: 604-946-0391 OF: 604-946-1629 lp37@bctf.ca Fernie District Teachers' Association (1) Christina Smith Box 10 Fernie, BC  V0B 1M0 O: 250-423-3333 OF: 250-423-6134 lp01@bctf.ca Fort Nelson District Teachers' Association (81) Greg Gerwing Box 2031 Fort Nelson, BC  V0C 1R0 O: 250-775-1824 OF: N/A lp81@bctf.ca Fraser-Cascade Teachers' Association (78) Lynne Marvell Unit E, Box 1238 Hope, BC  V0X 1L0 O: 604-869-9383 OF: 604-869-3236 lp78@bctf.ca Gold Trail Teachers' Association (74) Cameron Rittinger Box 1437 Ashcroft, BC  V0K 1A0 O: 250-453-2696 OF: 250-453-2696 lp74@bctf.ca Golden Teachers' Association (18) Mike Archibald Box 430 Golden, BC  V0A 1H0 O: 250-344-5885 OF: 250-344-5890 lp18@bctf.ca Greater Victoria Teachers' Association (61) Bénula Larsen 965 Alston Street Victoria, BC  V9A 3S5 O: 250-595-0181 OF: 250-595-0189 lp61@bctf.ca Gulf Islands Teachers' Association (64) Deborah Nostdal Box 537 Salt Spring Island, BC  V8K 2W2 O: 250-537-4990 OF: 250-537-4990 lp64@bctf.ca Haida Gwaii Teachers' Association (50) Jennifer Jury c/o PO Box 325 Queen Charlotte City, BC  V0T 1S0 O: 250-637-1805 OF: N/A lp50@bctf.ca Kamloops Thompson Teachers' Association (73) David Komljenovic 202/204-1157 12th Street Kamloops, BC  V2B 7L2 O: 250-554-1223 OF: 250-554-1311 lp73@bctf.ca Kimberley Teachers' Association (3) Sally Struthers 201-144 Deer Park Avenue Kimberley, BC  V1A 2J4 O: 250-432-9729 OF: N/A lp03@bctf.ca Kitimat District Teachers' Association (80) Kim Meyer 233 Enterprise Avenue Kitimat, BC  V8C 2C8 O: 250-632-3109 OF: 250-632-3108 lp80@bctf.ca Kootenay Columbia Teachers' Union (20) Andy Davidoff 1657 Hwy 3A Castlegar, BC  V1N 4N5 O: 250-364-1740 OF: 250-364-1750 lp20@bctf.ca Kootenay Lake Teachers' Association* (862) Cam Zuk Box 671 Kaslo, BC  V0G 1M0 O: 250-353-2227 OF: N/A lp862@bctf.ca Lake Cowichan Teachers' Association (66) Chris Rolls 5610 West Riverbottom Rd Duncan, BC  V9L 6H9 O: 250-748-0011 OF: N/A lp66@bctf.ca Langley Teachers' Association (35) Gail Chaddock Costello 100-5786 Glover Road Langley, BC  V3A 4H9 O: 604-533-1618 OF: 604-533-1400 lp35@bctf.ca Mackenzie Teachers' Association* (572) Shannon Pride Box 1836 Mackenzie, BC  V0J 2C0 O: 250-997-6340 OF: N/A lp572@bctf.ca Maple Ridge Teachers' Association (42) George Serra 11771 Fraser Street Maple Ridge, BC  V2X 6C6 O: 604-467-2111 OF: 604-467-0815 lp42@bctf.ca McBride-Valemount Teachers' Association* (573) Jennifer L'Arrivee 2265 Red Tail Road Mcbride, BC  V0J 2E0 O: 250-569-2295 OF: N/A lp573@bctf.ca Mission Teachers' Union (75) Mark Bradshaw 100-33344 2nd Ave Mission, BC  V2V 1K3 O: 604-826-0112 OF: 604-826-3435 lp75@bctf.ca Mount Arrowsmith Teachers' Association (69) Debbie Morran Box 1286 Parksville, BC  V9P 2H3 O: 250-248-3496 OF: 250-248-3440 lp69@bctf.ca Nanaimo District Teachers' Association (68) Mike Ball 3137 Barons Road Nanaimo, BC  V9T 5W5 O: 250-756-1237 OF: 250-756-0188 lp68@bctf.ca Nechako Teachers' Union (56) Thomas Thalheimer Box 978 Vanderhoof, BC  V0J 3A0 O: 250-567-5040 OF: 250-567-5060 lp56@bctf.ca Nelson District Teachers' Association (7) Paul Boscariol PO Box 1012 Nelson, BC  V1L 6A5 O: 250-354-4142 OF: 250-354-1558 lp07@bctf.ca New Westminster Teachers' Union (40) Grant Osborne 607 Columbia St New Westminster, BC  V3M 1A7 O: 604-526-8990 OF: 604-526-8912 lp40@bctf.ca Nicola Valley Teachers' Union (31) Peter Vogt Box 849 Merritt, BC  V1K 1B8 O: 250-378-5060 OF: 250-378-5060 lp31@bctf.ca Nisga'a Teachers' Union (92) Richard Hotson Box 226 New Aiyansh, BC  V0J 1A0 O: 250-633-2571 OF: 250-633-2574 lp92@bctf.ca North Okanagan-Shuswap Teachers' Association (83) Brenda O'Dell Box 187 Salmon Arm, BC  V1E 4N3 O: 250-832-1933 OF: 250-832-4592 lp83@bctf.ca North Vancouver Teachers' Association (44) Carolyn Pena 100 - 133 West 17th Street North Vancouver, BC  V7M 1V5 O: 604 988-3224 OF: 604 980-8092 lp44@bctf.ca Okanagan Skaha Teachers' Union (67) Leslea Woodward 697 Martin Street Penticton, BC  V2A 5L5 O: 250-492-4915 OF: 250-492-5540 lp67@bctf.ca Peace River North Teachers' Association (60) Michele Wiebe Box 6057 Fort St John, BC  V1J 4H6 O: 250-785-8881 OF: 250-785-8881 lp60@bctf.ca Peace River South Teachers' Association (591) Lorraine MacKay Box 145 Dawson Creek, BC  V1G 4G3 O: 250-782-1284 OF: 250-782-1280 lp591@bctf.ca Powell River District Teachers' Association (47) Cathy Fisher 201-4400 Marine Avenue Powell River, BC  V8A 2K1 O: 604-485-5212 OF: 604-485-2882 lp47@bctf.ca Prince George District Teachers' Association (571) Tina Cousins 101-1968 Queensway Prince George, BC  V2L 1M2 O: 250-562-7214 OF: 250-562-5743 lp571@bctf.ca Prince Rupert District Teachers' Union (52) Kathy Murphy c/o Fisherman's Hall, 869 Fraser Street Prince Rupert, BC  V8J 1R1 O: 250-627-1700 OF: 250-624-6784 lp52@bctf.ca Princeton District Teachers' Union (17) Robert Tarswell Box 1019 Princeton, BC  V0X 1W0 O: 250-295-6684 OF: 250-295-6684 lp17@bctf.ca Quesnel District Teachers' Association (28) Lisa Kishkan Box 4643 Quesnel, BC  V2J 3J8 O: 250-992-3737 OF: 250-992-3638 lp28@bctf.ca Revelstoke Teachers' Association (19) Jennifer Wolney Box 72 Revelstoke, BC  V0E 2S0 O: 250-837-2255 OF: 250-837-2255 lp19@bctf.ca Richmond Teachers' Association (38) Al Klassen 210-7360 Westminster Hwy Richmond, BC  V6X 1A1 O: 604-278-2539 OF: 604-278-4320 lp38@bctf.ca Saanich Teachers' Association (63) Mark Skanks 6843 Central Saanich Road Saanichton, BC  V8Z 5V4 O: 778-426-1426 OF: 778-426-0716 lp63@bctf.ca Sea to Sky Teachers' Association (48) Carl Walker 104-40775 Tantalus Rd Squamish, BC  V8B 0N2 O: 604-892-3056 OF: 604-892-2296 lp48@bctf.ca SEPF (93) Sylvie Liechtele 100-550 West 6th Avenue Vancouver, BC  V5Z 4P2 O: 604-871-1866 OF: N/A lp93@bctf.ca Sooke Teachers' Association (62) Ian Johnson 201-716 Goldstream Avenue Victoria, BC  V9B 2X3 O: 250-474-3181 OF: 250-474-5555 lp62@bctf.ca South Okanagan Similkameen Teachers' Union (53) Sylvia Slater Box 1586 Oliver, BC  V0H 1T0 O: 250-498-2255 OF: N/A lp53@bctf.ca Stikine Teachers' Association (87) Asa Berg c/o Asa Berg, Box 469 Atlin, BC  V0W 1A0 O: 250-651-7820 OF: 250-651-7820 lp87@bctf.ca Sunshine Coast Teachers' Association (46) Louise Herle Box 951 Sechelt, BC  V0N 3A0 O: 604-885-7944 OF: 604-885-9837 lp46@bctf.ca Surrey Teachers' Association (36) Jennifer Wadge 201-9030 King George Boulevard Surrey, BC  V3V 7Y3 O: 604-594-5353 OF: 604-594-5176 lp36@bctf.ca Terrace District Teachers' Union (881) Cathy Lambright 4733 Park Avenue Terrace, BC  V8G 1W2 O: 250-635-4659 OF: N/A lp881@bctf.ca Tumbler Ridge Teachers' Association* (593) Karen Edwards 127 Gwillim Crescent, Box 1003 Tumbler Ridge, BC  V0C 2W0 O: 250-242-5281 OF: 250-242-5785 lp593@bctf.ca Upper Skeena Teachers* (882) Joslyn Bagg Box 562 New Hazelton, BC  V0J 2Y0 O: 250-842-6613 OF: N/A lp882@bctf.ca Vancouver Elementary School Teachers' Association (391) Dan Graves 2915 Commercial Dr Vancouver, BC  V5N 4C8 O: 604-873-8378 OF: 604-873-2652 lp391@bctf.ca Vancouver Island North Teachers' Association (85) Shawn Gough Box 5151, 6855 Market St Port Hardy, BC  V0N 2P0 O: 250-949-8888 OF: 250-949-8882 lp85@bctf.ca Vancouver Island West Teachers' Union (84) Ryan Meise PO Box 137 Gold River, BC  V0P 1G0 O: 250-283-9081 OF: N/A lp84@bctf.ca Vancouver Secondary Teachers' Association (392) Debbie Pawluk 2915 Commercial Drive Vancouver, BC  V5N 4C8 O: 604-873-5570 OF: 604-873-3916 lp392@bctf.ca Vernon Teachers' Association (22) Heather Malcolm 4004 31st Street Vernon, BC  V1T 5J6 O: 250-542-0456 OF: 250-542-0564 lp22@bctf.ca West Vancouver Teachers' Association (45) Rob Millard 4915 Marine Drive West Vancouver, BC  V7W 2P5 O: 604-926-1617 OF: 604-926-1119 lp45@bctf.ca Windermere Teachers' Association (4) Doug Murray Box 478 Invermere, BC  V0A 1K0 O: 250-341-5158 OF: N/A lp04@bctf.ca)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Touring a natural gas drilling rig with @MLA Mike Bernier, and Brian from EnCana http://t.co/AifdJ4H07b" @Teresa_Wat - 06:01pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11208&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2002 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 14, Number 4, Jan./Feb. 2002 If mechanics had to work like teachers… If mechanics had to work like teachers: They would work on 30 different cars every hour-simultaneously. They would have to maintain, usually on their own time, meticulous records on each car so they could pick any single car out of the 200 or so they were currently fixing and immediately start working on it. They would have to write their own repair manual for each vehicle—manuals are seldom included! They would have to go to long meetings with certain car owners and the manager of the garage to see if extra mechanics were available for vehicles they couldn’t fix on their own. If extra mechanics were not available, they would have to try to rebuild whole engines while working on those 29 other cars. If cars’ owners wanted to talk about repairs, the discussion would have to be on their mechanics’ lunch break or after work. When they went home, they would haul a truck full of engines, distributors, and other parts that had to be cleaned, checked, repaired, and recorded before the next day’s work. Finally when they took their long vacation, they would spend many sunny days reading the newest repair manuals, worrying about those cars that never made it out of the garage. If you still want to sign up, all it takes is five years of university and a willingness to work on call and part time for a few years until you get a full-time job. Source: Richmond Review, Kevin Harkness, Richmond.)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=10110&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 5, April 2003 Principles can protect students by Jim McMurtry The British Columbia School Act directs teachers to act in the best interests of students, so you can imagine my surprise when a parent from our school’s PAC stood up at a staff meeting and made a pitch for the students to sell entertainment booklets and chocolates, adding that teachers would be given a free booklet if we agreed to motivate our charges. In the Third World, this is known as graft, though the word used here was incentive. There are many reasons why I shuddered at the thought of such a sale: the kids would be coerced or cajoled into it, it would take class time away from instruction, it would take some responsibility for funding schools away from the provincial government, and it would ask the many poor kids in my Surrey high school (designated "inner city") to peddle booklets and chocolates to hard-pressed relatives and neighbours. Yet the free booklet bothered me most, for it is patently wrong for any teacher to draw pecuniary benefit from the work we assign students. The expressed sentiment of my colleagues at the staff meeting was in stark contrast to my own. They deemed a free entertainment booklet worth close to $50 to be persuasion enough to begin the sale. I began to wonder if we would be given our booklets in brown paper bags from the back of an unmarked van. Found among the various addenda to the School Act are the Responsibilities of Students: "They have the responsibility to make the most of their opportunities, to respect the rights of others, and to co-operate with fellow students in the achievement of their goals." (OIC 1280/89) There is no reference to finding customers on behalf of private companies or one’s own school. With respect to teachers, there is no direction in the Act to lead school sales of any kind. Yet the parent who spoke at the staff meeting—empowered by the Liberal government’s position that parents, as customers, are king—insisted that all teachers would have to participate to ensure the sale’s success. I felt like he was Brother Leon in Robert Cormier’s novel, The Chocolate War, readying himself to bring out the thugs to deal with the recalcitrant few. One of the deleterious effects of partnerships between schools and private corporations is that educational principles are lost in the excitement. The English writer Somerset Maugham once quipped that "you can’t learn too soon that the most useful thing about a principle is that it can always be sacrificed to expediency." A case in point was a recent battle at nearby Sullivan Heights Secondary School in Surrey where parents were condemning a school board deal with Rogers AT&T to install a cellphone antenna over the part of the school called the Bell Theatre. (Soon even the washrooms will have corporate names.) The school was destined to earn $180,000 over 15 years by having the cell antenna, though it was not certain whether the money would be deducted from revenue provided by the Surrey School District. At first, as little as 10% was to go to the school, but the amount soon grew to 90% to quell dissident parental voices. Some students were set to benefit handsomely from an extra $10,800 a year, whether it be the purchase of new computers or music equipment or the provision of sleeker team outfits. Of course, many students might not have benefitted at all, depending on how the money was dispersed. What worried parents and, to an increasing extent, the students themselves, was the risk to the latter’s health. The board tried to quell any worries by inviting a local scientist to speak to concerned parents, but even their hand-picked expert (perhaps on loan from the tobacco lobby) was unprepared to state categorically that there would be no risk to the students from exposure to the newly fabricated cell tower and its magnetic field. As my last house was close to power lines, I know intimately the fear of them people have. Houses that are beside power lines are much harder to sell, and their selling prices are invariably lower. Like many environmental contaminants, power lines do not leave fingerprints on cancer victims or others with hard-to-explain illnesses. Yet medical suspicions have grown to the point where power lines are broadly judged to be undesirable. There are even medical warning signs now about the personal use of a cell phone. Some of the upset parents at Sullivan Heights made reference to the case of the drug Thalidomide, which caused horrific birth defects in children whose mothers started taking the drug in 1957 to combat morning sickness. As the parents argued, the drug was thought to be safe when introduced. If some of the students and staff at Sullivan were to have gotten sick over time, no one would have thought the $10,800 was worth it, and the amount would have paled in comparison to the board’s court costs. At its regular meeting, on March 13, the Surrey School District decided to break its contract with Rogers AT&T, lauding the corporation for penalizing the board a mere $15,000 for expenses to date. I sense that Rogers was more concerned with its corporate image than the health of Sullivan students. The mother who led the charge against the cell antenna, Liz Walker, was elated by the decision. Most pleasing to her was that the school board listened to parents and teachers in the end. But it was a hard fight that began almost a year ago. What both the booklet and chocolate sale at my school and the Sullivan Heights dispute signal is a lack of regard for educational principle. At my school, many principles may be "sacrificed to expediency." In the Sullivan dispute, the educational principle most basic to schools, superseding learning itself, was for a time violated, that being the safety of school children. I worry about what will come next. Jim McMurtry teaches at Princess Margaret Secondary School, Surrey.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7768&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 6, April 2005 The premier’s words and the premier’s actions "First of all, I don’t believe in ripping up agreements." – Gordon Campbell in an interview with a representative of the Hospital Employees’ Union, November 2000 "My government’s goal is to leave British Columbians confident that they can trust us." – Premier Gordon Campbell, speech at Cabinet swearing-in ceremony, June 5, 2001 "What I always try to do is follow what I understand the rules to be." – Premier Gordon Campbell, quoted in The Vancouver Sun, February 18, 2005   The premier’s actions • Ripped up the teachers’ agreement. • Ripped up the hospital employees’ agreement. • Ripped up the nurses’ agreement. • Ignored a ruling by the International Labour Organization that he had overstepped his authority in ripping up agreements. • Brought in legislation to overturn a court decision undoing his stripping of part of the teachers’ agreement. • Overturned an arbitration award for doctors. • Sold part of BC Hydro after promising not to. • Sold BC Rail after promising not to. • Privatized BC Ferries after promising not to. • Spent $6 million attempting to privatize the Coquihalla Highway. • Privatized services in hospitals. • Passed legislation encouraging school districts to set up private companies. • Overturned an arbitration award for provincial prosecutors, March 1, 2005. There is a disturbing difference between Campbell’s words and actions. On May 17, 2005, we have the opportunity to let him know that we do not support his agenda of privatization and attacks on workers and their rights.)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11992&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2001 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 13, Number 4, Jan./Feb. 2001 “Rank ranking” rash by Aaron Gillett Alfie Kohn seems to be a misguided paladin of a movement afoot, or underfoot, rather. His article “Rank rankings” (Teacher, Nov./Dec. 2000) reeks of poor thought, posturing, and prejudice. For starters, Kohn writes, “A lot of schools that may not look good on standardized tests are actually far superior in the way they energize students and help them to become proficient thinkers.” Now, I’m not entirely sure what he is saying because “A lot” is not a word. A weak start to his argument, but I think I can see the vague direction in which his limp lance of thought is wavering. Kohn continues to claim “that’s not the same thing, necessarily, as being able to bubble in the right oval.” A few problems here. On the simple side, Kohn reduces standardized tests to mere bubbles that need colouring. He tries to hint that tests require no skills and require no thought. The first of many cellophane arguments—flimsy and easy to see through. Kohn fallaciously assumes that a teacher can only teach students to (a) think sharply or (b) think to mindlessly pass a mindless test. Ridiculously, Kohn believes it is one or the other; both cannot be taught. As a practising English teacher, I know from personal experience that both can be taught. Take the English 12 exam, for example. My students will have to read a story, and I know there is a good chance they will have to answer a character-analysis question. I teach my students to answer character-analysis questions, and I make them think critically at every stage of the answer, from reading intelligently to writing their thoughts in the most powerful format. All of these skills are useful outside the classroom. Before I began teaching Grade 12, I took the time to study provincial exams until I knew what was wanted and how to teach both content and critical thinking. For those who believe they cannot teach both content and critical thinking, here is a list of what it takes to be a critical thinker, courtesy of Roland Case and LeRoi B. Daniels: background knowledge, critical-thinking vocabulary, thinking strategies, criteria for judgment, and habits of mind. To help people like Alfie Kohn along, here is some additional direction from Case and Daniels: “We believe there is no direct or necessary connection between ‘higher-order’ operations and critical thinking. Trying to understand a difficult text or lecture is not a rote transfer of information but may involve elaborate and thoughtful recourse to decoding strategies, habits of mind, and background knowledge.” Kohn’s article degrades. He snorts out assumptions (unsupported) hoping we will believe they are facts. Apparently, the thoughtless act of colouring bubbles will tell you how big your house is. Sounds like reading tea leaves; maybe Kohn is finding his information in gypsy china shops. Even worse, he declares that bubble tests definitely cause poorer teaching and cause “more kids [to] drop out.” I have not yet taught in a school that has been ruined by these tests; in fact, two days ago, a colleague told me how she was improving her teaching because of the tests. The results pointed out an area in which she needs to improve, and she is grasping the challenge by the horns. Like my colleague, I encourage openness and the evaluation of my practices. As a young teacher, I work extra hard to develop my teaching methods and materials. Aaron Gillett is a teacher on call, Creston.)
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(20141006,www.google.com,http://www.google.com/intl/en-US/help/terms_maps.html,Google Maps/Earth Additional Terms of Service – Google     Google Maps Help Center Geo Permissions Terms of Service Legal Notices Photos and Videos Policy Legal Notices for Business Listings Google Maps/Earth Additional Terms of Service Last Modified: March 1, 2012 By downloading, installing, or using the Google Earth software, accessing or using the Google Maps service (together, the "Products" or "Services"), or accessing or using any of the content available within the Products, you agree to be bound by the following: (1) the Google Terms of Service (the "Universal Terms"); (2) the terms found on our Legal Notices page (the "Legal Notices"); and (3) the additional terms and conditions set forth below (the "Additional Terms"). Before you continue, you should read each of these three documents, as together they form a binding agreement between you and Google regarding your use of the Products. Collectively, the Universal Terms, the Legal Notices, and the Additional Terms are referred to as the "Terms". As a condition of downloading, accessing, or using the Products, you also agree to the terms of the Google Privacy Policy. 1. Use of the Products. Google grants you a non-exclusive, non-transferable license to access the Google Maps service, to download and use the Google Earth software and service, and to access the Content (as defined below) within the Products and according to the Terms. 2. Restrictions on Use. Unless you have received prior written authorization from Google (or, as applicable, from the provider of particular Content), you must not: (a) copy, translate, modify, or make derivative works of the Content or any part thereof; (b) redistribute, sublicense, rent, publish, sell, assign, lease, market, transfer, or otherwise make the Products or Content available to third parties; (c) reverse engineer, decompile or otherwise attempt to extract the source code of the Service or any part thereof, unless this is expressly permitted or required by applicable law; (d) use the Products in a manner that gives you or any other person access to mass downloads or bulk feeds of any Content, including but not limited to numerical latitude or longitude coordinates, imagery, and visible map data; (e) delete, obscure, or in any manner alter any warning or link that appears in the Products or the Content; or (f) use the Service or Content with any products, systems, or applications for or in connection with (i) real time navigation or route guidance, including but not limited to turn-by-turn route guidance that is synchronized to the position of a user's sensor-enabled device; or (ii) any systems or functions for automatic or autonomous control of vehicle behavior; (g) use the Products to create a database of places or other local listings information. 3. Appropriate Conduct; Compliance with Law and Google Policies. You agree that you are responsible for your own conduct and content while using the Products, and for any consequences thereof. You agree to use the Products only for purposes that are proper and in accordance with the Terms and any applicable policies or guidelines Google may make available. By way of example, and not as a limitation, you agree that when using the Products or the Content, you will not: (a) defame, abuse, harass, stalk, threaten or otherwise violate the legal rights (such as rights of privacy and publicity) of others; (b) upload, post, email, transmit or otherwise make available any inappropriate, defamatory, obscene, or unlawful content; (c) upload, post, transmit or otherwise make available any content that infringes any patent, trademark, copyright, trade secret or other proprietary right of any party, unless you are the owner of the rights, or have the permission of the owner or other legal justification to use such content; (d) upload, post, email, transmit or otherwise make available messages that promote pyramid schemes, chain letters, or disruptive commercial messages or advertisements; (e) upload, post, email, transmit or otherwise make available any other content, message, or communication prohibited by applicable law, the Terms or any applicable Product policies or guidelines; (f) download any file posted by another that you know, or reasonably should know, cannot be legally distributed in such manner; (g) impersonate another person or entity, or falsify or delete any author attributions or proprietary designations or labels of the origin or source of Content, software or other material; (h) restrict or inhibit any other user from using and enjoying the Products or Google services; (i) use any robot, spider, site search/retrieval application, or other device to retrieve or index any portion of the Google services or Content, or collect information about users for any unauthorized purpose; (j) submit content that falsely expresses or implies that such content is sponsored or endorsed by Google; (k) create user accounts by automated means or under false or fraudulent pretenses; (l) promote or provide instructional information about illegal activities; (m) promote physical harm or injury against any group or individual; or (n) transmit any viruses, worms, defects, Trojan horses, or any items of a destructive nature. 4. Content in the Products. Google Maps and Google Earth allow you to access and view a variety of content, including but not limited to photographic imagery, map and terrain data, business listings, reviews, traffic, and other related information provided by Google, its licensors, and its users (the "Content"). Additionally, you may choose to access other third party content made available in the Products through Google services such as Google Gadgets. You understand and agree to the following: (a) Map data, traffic, directions, and related Content are provided for planning purposes only. You may find that weather conditions, construction projects, closures, or other events may cause road conditions or directions to differ from the map results. You should exercise judgment in your use of this Content. (b) Certain Content is provided under license from third parties, including but not limited to TomTom Global Content BV ("TomTom"), and is subject to copyright and other intellectual property rights owned by or licensed to TomTom and/or such third parties. You may be held liable for any unauthorized copying or disclosure of this Content. Your use of TomTom Content, including but not limited to printing or use in marketing or promotional materials, is subject to additional restrictions located in the Legal Notices page. 5. Additional Terms for Google Earth. The Google Earth software is subject to United States export controls. By using the Google Earth software, you agree to use the software only for purposes that are legal, proper and in accordance with these Terms. Specifically, you agree to comply with all applicable export and reexport control laws and regulations, including the Export Administration Regulations ("EAR") maintained by the U.S. Department of Commerce, and trade and economic sanctions maintained by the Treasury Department's Office of Foreign Assets Control. 6. DISCLAIMER OF WARRANTIES AND LIMITATIONS ON LIABILITY. (a) GOOGLE AND ITS LICENSORS (INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO TOMTOM AND ITS SUPPLIERS) MAKE NO REPRESENTATIONS OR WARRANTIES REGARDING THE ACCURACY OR COMPLETENESS OF ANY CONTENT OR THE PRODUCTS. (b) SUBJECT TO THE “OUR WARRANTIES AND DISCLAIMERS” SECTION OF THE GOOGLE UNIVERSAL TERMS, GOOGLE AND ITS LICENSORS (INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO TOMTOM AND ITS SUPPLIERS) DISCLAIM ALL WARRANTIES IN CONNECTION WITH THE CONTENT AND THE PRODUCTS, AND WILL NOT BE LIABLE FOR ANY DAMAGE OR LOSS RESULTING FROM YOUR USE OF THE CONTENT OR THE PRODUCTS. 7. U.S. Government Restricted Rights. If the Products are being used or accessed by or on behalf of the United States government, such use is subject to additional terms located in the "Government End Users" section of our Legal Notices page. Google About Google Privacy & Terms)
(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2014/09/tentative-agreement-yes-or-no.html?showComment=1411144547107,Staffroom Confidential: Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, September 16, 2014 Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Despite what I know was a herculean effort on the part of our bargaining team, I very much hope that BC teachers will vote no to the tentative agreement. After five weeks of strike, and twelve years of legal battles, this is not the deal that will restore sanity to public education and it is not a fair deal for teachers and students. Just as teachers in Saskatchewan rejected a deal to ensure a better outcome, I hope BC teachers will consider a no vote to let our team know we have to go back to the bargaining table. Class size, composition The agreement provided a modified LIF fund starting at $75 million per year and increasing to $85 by the last year. It is for teachers only, which will mean a slight improvement in Districts where sizeable portions were spent on Education Assistants or senior District staff rather than teachers. However, in an average size District like Victoria (20,000 students, 1,000 teachers), this will translate into about 5-10 more teachers. That is one for every five schools. To put it in comparison, Justice Griffin's judgement estimated the lost funding due to lost class size language at about $330 million in current dollars. (Read more here about the proposed Education Fund.) I heard so many teachers speak up about the need to ensure that we do not return to over-crowded classes when the strike ends. This agreement does very little to alleviate what is the most pressing issue. Throwing away the court victory The agreement provides a "reopener" in the event we win on appeal our class size language. What this means is that the language returns, but is not implemented until new language is negotiated. Without the actual implementation of the returned language, there will be very little incentive for the government to bargain it back. We would essentially be back in the very same position we are in today, with government trying to bargain it out and us trying to bargain it back in. In my opinion, even if we were legislated back to work we would be in a superior position. If we won the appeal the government would then be forced to implement the language. We are thus throwing away our historic court victory and the bargaining pressure it potentially creates. The reopener is really only mildly less offensive than E80. In both cases, we have to bargain back what was illegally taken from our contract and the government will probably never have to restore it. In fact, the "reopener" creates the perfect opportunity for government to lock us out to try and force us to agree to something far inferior. Throwing away the remedy for the last twelve years The agreement provides $105 million to compensate for grievances over-sized classes for the last twelve years. Using Justice Griffin's estimates, our loss is roughly $300 million times 12 = over $3 billion. I cannot fathom how $105 million is a fair compromise. The BCTF's original proposal to put this money back into the system was a more fair and productive approach. This agreement means we can no longer go to the courts for a fair remedy. Wages The agreement is very close to government's original offer. While I would be willing to accept this if the class size language was returned, teachers should not be taking such a significant monetary loss without the commensurate gain in working conditions. We have lost roughly 12% of our annual salary. We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut. Minimal improvements There are very minimal improvements in preparation time for elementary teachers (10 minutes per week), and TTOC daily rate. The TTOC daily rate change may depend on your grid placement. It could actually be a wage loss for long term TTOCs who are above category 5 and step 7. There is also $11 million in health and dental benefits. At 40,000 members, this is $275 each. Hardly worth consideration in the context of the rest of the agreement. What next? There are a variety of options if we vote no. We can continue the strike. We can choose to return to work and continue bargaining. We do not, and should not, accept an agreement that doesn't meet our needs and doesn't meet the needs of students and public education. When Saskatchewan teachers rejected the first deal which had 5.5% wage increases over four years, the second deal had 7.3% increases over four years. They have said this still isn't good enough. For us, our main issue is classroom conditions. We need to say this isn't good enough. The way to do that is to vote no. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 7:48 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 124 comments: Troy MooreSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:17 PM The EC recommendation states the open clause will be argued from restored language. However, selling our grievances for nothing as the 105 million is strike savings, is plenty of reason to vote no. Further, no composition caps, but a fund controlled by Superintendents is enough reason to vote no. Thursday I will vote no.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:06 PM Re-opener also says "education fund" in place until new language bargained, so old language can disappear forever.Delete Reply Mme RousseauSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:33 PM Government starved us to death hoping we'd vote yes to whatever deal they'd offer. Planned it from the start.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:07 PM We can sill choose (collectively) to return to work if we reject this deal. Many options.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:09 PM Great analysis, Tara! I think that returning to work would be a bad idea. This will frustrate parents more if they need to find new ways to deal with taking care fo kids. USe the money given to you by the other unions. I am a teacher who had to quit for stress over the terrible condition of work (split FI grade 4/5, several low LD kids with little support, one severe with no support, 2 gifted (no support), and a principal who expected me to teach 2 separate social studies AND science programs)Delete Reply Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:56 PM Good points by all but the gov't succeeded in starving my family out and completly breaking us. I will be voting YES and live to fight another dayReplyDelete Replies schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:21 PM 'Fight another day'? In the last twelve years that we have been pushing back against this government, never has the tide tide been so much with teachers, class size/composition, and public education - and never has the government been pushed back onto the ropes (especially with the call for binding arbitration). What 'other day' is being proposed that we wait for? Now is the time. Vote 'no' and give the BCTF bargaining team a renewed mandate to get a decent deal for students and teachers.Delete Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:10 PM "Another day" means to wake up and realize that 2more weeks means my family of 5 could lose our home. It means I will do all I can to recall Cc, Factbender, and other mla's, and maybe even having "a guy I know" have a chat with them. In year 1 of their reign, I don't believe they even know what "the ropes" are. I will vote YES ...for my family, and I can live with thatDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:12 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply Karen FergusonSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:03 PM Just a question: When the Saskatchewan teachers voted no, had they already been on strike for 5 weeks?ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM No. They are working with no contract. They are not on strike.Delete Shannon DavisSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:23 AM I am a Saskatchewan teacher. We are not on strike; we are currently in the conciliation process after voting "no" to 2 previous offersDelete Reply "Mama Rose"September 16, 2014 at 9:27 PM Can we truly return to work without agreeing and continue bargaining? When I suggested returning to work a few weeks ago, the answer was "being on strike puts pressure on the gov't and without pressure they have no reason to settle." And can you explain more how legislating us back would be better than agreeing to this deal? And finally, why would the BCTF executive put forward a deal that was not a good one?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:30 PM Because they need confirmation of the resolve of the membership to get something better. That is what a no vote does.Delete Reply Troylana MSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:28 PM some great points to ponder, tara......thinking thinking....ReplyDelete schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:43 PM If we vote 'no' to the tentative deal we still have options: We'd not have a contract. But we could... a) strike with full picket lines b) partially strike with phase 1 (work-to-rule) in schools c) partially strike with periodic/rotating job action d) continue negotiating e) return to work and re-escalate strike f) some/all of the above ReplyDelete Replies Caroline MackenzieSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:21 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:14 PM a) will expedite matters (I say less that 3 days)Delete Reply danabjornsonSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:05 PM I am thinking that a legislated, crappier contract would only be in effect for 2 years max (before elections...). If we take this offer, then we will be agreeing to this pseudo-E80. Should we win the court case (which we likely will), we will have to settle on the terms of the THIS negotiated contract which doesn't actually restore learning conditions; it simply allows for those conditions to be negotiated. If we say n, then we default to the 2002 contract, which DOES restore the language. A "yes" vote is saying that we are good on "crumbs"; a "no" vote is saying we want an actual meal. That's my understanding, anyway. Please correct me where I am wrong, Tara. :)ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:44 PM And word is IF they legislate, they could opt to legislate back Grade 10-12 only causing the union to have to lay off all teachers and re-hire based on seniority. That will tear the union at the seams pitting teacher against teacher for those positions. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:17 PM There will be a general strike if that were to happen! They better not do this. They will regret it.Delete Reply imaginefunlearningSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:09 PM Some good points on the background of our fight over the past 12 years, which I have been actively engaged in; however we need to recognize the climate we are in. We are not in Sask. people! We have just come through a very long summer!! We need to thank our @bctf bargaining team & recognize the toll this has taken on all of us & our families. I don't have the luxury of more time on the strike line. This may be as good as it gets. Let's read the agreement and consider getting back to work and making some $ again! That's my 2 cents worth, which would come in really handy right now!!!ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:18 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply RobSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:11 PM Go back in work to rule mode. Work this winter to recall every Liberal MLA. ThAt is the only way to apply pressure to these criminals. ReplyDelete Replies Kate RestonSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:03 PM Recall! Not sure who won the battle but the war is still onDelete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:14 AM Well said Kate... I agree 100%Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:20 PM I think say NO and a better deal will be done in less than 3 days. These guys are not criminals, they are lower than that. I bet they get a sick pleasure in hurting the kids and the teachers.Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:31 PM An official recall is in the works: https://www.facebook.com/groups/316129595235450/?fref=ts Please consider joining.Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:26 AM Leah - do you honestly think anyone who voted BC Liberal did so thinking that they would act any differently on the education file?Delete Reply JJSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:16 PM I am glad to see other members who share my views. I am outraged at a 1.2 percent "raise" in salary per year that doesn't even meet inflation of currently 2%. I feel used and abused.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:23 PM Not to mention all of the other pittance! I am actually surprised that Iker asked teachers to vote on this! Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:18 PM Hi Tara Thanks for the summary! Will we be able to vote NO to the deal, but vote YES to returning to work? Will there be three options when we vote Thursday? Why did the BCTF agree to a substandard deal for us? If we vote no to a deal that was recommended to us, the teachers look like the bad guys and public approval will plummet. I am very disappointed and frustratedReplyDelete Replies KataSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:12 AM Public approval will not necessarily plummet. I have seen strikes where the membership has voted against the executive's "best results to date", and ended up with a better offer. This offer is an insult. The $300 million will not bring funding to the national average (I believe). More importantly, the wage offer is half of the average wage increase for public and private workers (StatsCan). Delete Reply MontySeptember 16, 2014 at 10:19 PM Thank you, Tara. My thoughts too, more clearly expressed. As well, Thursday is too soon to vote, too soon to vote, too soon to vote........ReplyDelete Richard ChalkeSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:21 PM Vote no and lose every shred of public support...just sayin!ReplyDelete Replies UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:31 AM I am a member of the public and would support a "no" vote. js!.Delete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:01 AM Richard Chalke, NO you won't! I am a mother with 3 adopted special needs children who need to be in a class that is designed for them and others like them (my kids are academically slightly delayed but their issues are more social and behavioural) where they can receive the education they deserve taught in a way they can comprehend. I will speak now for all the parents I know, and we will support the teacher's if they continue to fight for our children's best interest.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:28 PM It might not be pretty at first, but once we explain things (and I hope the Mandarin-speaking teachers flood the Richmond organization that voiced their concerns), they will back us. The 3 billions that the judge came to is the first I hear about. This should be stated to every newsmedia comment section in the province. Minimize pickets and flood those outlets with commenters, just like the Liberals do. Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:45 PM I am a member of the public and a single Mother of a child in the public school system. You will NOT lose one bit of my support if you vote no. I know that you are sacrificing so that my child can have a better education, and I am most grateful for it. Having said that, I also know that you are exhausted and broke. I have been dreading that you may have to settle for less than what you (we) deserve because the government succeeded in breaking you. I am not in your shoes, so cannot judge. If the vote is a yes, I understand and I am still behind you. Delete Reply Alison RocheSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:25 PM It is a crap deal. It's always a crap deal. Once you raise the stakes to striking, anything else is a cave in. The last time we walked out was the 3 day illegal strike where I threw away 1200$ and got EXACTLY the same contract I had the year before. The BCTF called it a win because they didn't rip up MORE of my contract. Ridiculous. There are a few of us that believe that working to contract, doing 100% of your teaching job and nothing more (like paying for supplies out of your own pocket or EC) is the only way teachers will survive this government. What if they get re-elected again? Then what? Teachers have lost thousands to these clowns to make "statements" about the state of public education in this province. We can't keep sacrificing ourselves and our families. And in the meantime, you talk to parents about why you have to take this crappy road. Because up until this strike they mostly didn't care about the state of education, but god forbid you didn't run a Sports Day. Then suddenly they wanted to know what the hell was going on. Keep the conversation going in schools. Attend your PAC meetings and stop enabling this govt to underfund and overwork the system. And still get paid!ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:20 AM I am very excited at the prospect of returning to my beloved job on Friday. However I will NOT continue to put my personal money into my classroom and I will be seriously reconsidering my involvement in extra curriculars. I think we shoot ourselves in the foot with all the unpaid work we so willingly volunteer to do. Delete Reply FCSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:38 PM I heard a rumour last week from a loose lipped government insider that after the 22nd, depending on the outcome of the negotiations the Liberals were going to announce a 3 step process. I was not clear if this was based on 3 steps to resolve the strike (perhaps the 3rd step is legislation??) or 3 steps to overhaul the education system, either way, they will settle it outright. I wish you all luck and all the information that you need to make a sound decision of what you feel is best.ReplyDelete Replies Lisa BurrowsSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:53 PM I have heard similar rumours. On the 23rd, the gov. was planning on introducing a $6000 per year voucher system for 3 choices: an academic or trades program, or something called EducationCanada. Not clear whether their intention was to privatize the public system, de-certify teachers and hire them back under new wage/benefits. Not clear where these rumours originated from. Maybe fear tactics to get teachers to vote yes. In any event, I plan on voting yes. I signed up to be a teacher, not a martyr. This strike has cost us a lot. We need to regain our livelihood and hopefully continue the conversation about class composition. We have at least awakened many people to the issue, and the court case is still an avenue that could eventually improve teaching and learning conditions.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:33 PM I urge all teachers to fight and say NO to this deal. Retired teacher who had to retire because horrendous work conditions. Make me proud. They will not last long if you say NO! I know this is tough, but there is money and I hear that Van City does offer loan at low to 0 %. Banks do allow you to miss a mortgage payment. Go talki to your banker.Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM Will school districts require teachers to make up missed days, as suggested in the media? Will the school calendar be changing to make up for the missed three weeks and if so will we be made aware of those changes PRIOR to the vote? ReplyDelete KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:41 PM "Wages..... We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut." And that is the cost of going on strike!!! There is nothing that can be done about that. You cannot go on strike and put up the raise you want every week to compensate for your time on strike - it doesn't work that way.ReplyDelete Replies Drew StevensonSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:59 AM I believe the missing "..." Suggests that they meant to refer to the losses against inflation since the last wage step increase. Thus this contract does not allow us to recover the buying power lost to inflation since the last non contract or "0%" year. Add those up and compare against the proposed increase and you see that by the end of the contract, we won't be able to afford the same value of goods (loaves of bread, watts of energy, litres of gas) that we could at the end of the last contracts term. It was not a comment about wages that were lost in the strike. Those are really small potatoes when compared to the grinding power of inflation over years and years. The next contract will use this latest for a bench mark so these losses to inflation will grind at all teachers for as long as they teach. A death of a thousand cuts to our ability to afford basic goods and services. Any raise less than inflation is a cut to the value placed on us and on our ability to pay our bills. Delete Reply Ed SSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:09 PM Having lost $20,000 (including summer school wages) as the single income for a family of five is far too much; I will be voting YES to the deal, unless the independently wealthy teachers out there who wish to continue the strike will pay my bills and mortgage for me.ReplyDelete Replies Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:14 PM I feel ya. Yes for meDelete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:18 AM Ed S. With all due respect (and I mean that), how did you lose $20,000 in the strike? Teachers were out 2 weeks (all out) before they were supposed to be in June, and now 3 weeks for the start of school? It is my understanding that teachers don't get paid through the summer months. Please correct me if I'm wrong, wherever I'm wrong. Shouldn't you have been financially alright for the summer months at least? Also all teachers knew this strike had a possibility of extending into the new school year but no one teacher budgeted for this possibility? I'm truly just trying to get a clear picture of where this all stems. NO disrespect intended.Delete BlairSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:12 AM Kelly, not Ed but if you look at the numbers there was the 10% lockout haircut in May/June plus the loss of most of June and the loss of much of September. In our 1 teacher (1 non) household we calculated a $9 K - $10 K loss so far. If you add summer school earnings you can easily make the loss in the $20 k zone. As for budgeting, we budget for the summer, but did not expect the 10% haircut, nor the loss of June/Sept days which completely messed our budgeting calculations. A very good friend (single teaching mother) was crushed by the loss of the June income and is without a penny today.Delete Mr. SmoothSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:35 PM The only one who didn't get a haircut was Jim Iker... and he needs one more than anyone else. What's with that over-coiffed 70"s mullet Jim? Does wonders for the BCTF brand image!Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:55 PM Jim's hair is not open for discussion in a respectful space like this. As for his salary, he is a teacher who does not get paid when we are on strike.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:04 PM Totally agree!Delete Reply Mr. GSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:24 PM If I thought they could do any better I would agree with voting NO, but you have to be realistic. The BCTF does not use professionals to bargain and always ends up with much less than they promise the membership when asking for a strike vote. While this is not a great deal for teachers, I really think you're fooling yourself if you think it'll get any better.ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:02 AM BCTF needs to be replaced with younger more adept representatives and advocates. Also, we should be hiring professional contract negotiators - you don't go into battle with cut throat corporate types with a wooden knife. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:37 PM This is BAD deal! Say NO to it and show those (expletives) that we will not take it anymore! Come on! Show them that teachers have a spine! They will respect us, oddly!Delete Reply retaSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:51 PM I agree with Richard. Those in the public that are uniformed would be furious, and there are many teachers who just can't afford to use their wages as their voice any longer - too much has already been donated to the government. In my opinion, the deal is pretty lame. I am sitting on the fence.ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:24 AM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:26 AM So true!!! I cannot afford to fight this battle for public education any longer. Why is this my personal and professional obligation??? However I think this deal is weak weak weak. I also think its the best we are going to get. Ideologically I'm on the fence but my wallet will vote YES.Delete Reply SirThinksToo MuchSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:54 PM My wife and I will be voting "Yes" on Thursday for it is the middle path. The easy path would have been for us to go back to school with E-80 & E-81 over our heads. The difficult path would be for us to vote "No" and put our mortgage at risk and having to continue asking retired parents for handouts to feed a family with three kids. The middle path is the wisest choice for us considering the current political climate in which those who do not teach are the quickest to judge it harshly.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:41 PM I understand that this is really tough for you! I almost died teaching a few month ago. I had to quit. Please consider holding on and say no. Remember the short loss in salary will be offset in the LONG-RUn by better salary increase. This is a joke! They will be laughing at you even more if we accept this. This is a very bad deal! However, I do respect your position!Delete Reply DaleSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:16 AM Why would classroom conditions be better on October 9th after being legislated back? We have been outplayed because of our stubborn refusal to outdated, tired old tactics. It is because of these actions that have led us to this terrible deal. Time to reset, regroup and stock up for the long haul. Can't do it if half the members commit hara kiri on themselves. We are a union of professionals not a cult. ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:49 AM Could not agree more.Delete schreck!September 17, 2014 at 9:44 AM Could you please advise which tactics you believe could have been used to secure a superior deal?Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:47 AM Full disclosure: I'm a BC Liberal supporter. The only people who would benefit from a NO vote are the BC Liberals. Teachers would be bargaining with no leverage whatsoever and would be viewed by a large segment of the population as unreasonable. The BC Liberals then get portray themselves as the only party capable of dealing with the BCTF. schreck! says that the BCTF has the government on the ropes, but he couldn't be farther from the truth. The government wants people to view the BCTF as their primary opponent. Disputes like this just shore up the BC Liberal base and protect its right flank. Any half-baked recall campaign will only reinforce that. It's true teachers aren't going to recoup the lost wages from the strike. I would suggest to you that that means this job action was probably not in teachers' interests, especially without any sort of appreciable strike fund. This is the best deal teachers were ever going to get with this government and people should have been able to recognize that in June. If you want my advice (which you probably don't), it would be to spend the next 5 years building up a strike fund, electing better leaders, and hiring a professional negotiating team. Don't bring a knife to a gunfight and expect things to go well. Focus on getting the best deal you can from whoever the government is rather than trying to change the government, the HST, Kinder Morgan or a thousand different issues that distract from education and erode the union's finances further. You'd be doing yourself a favour, and probably doing the NDP a favour at the same time. Also, if schreck! is David Schreck, you can thank his opposition to STV for the last two BC Liberal majorities. I know I do.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:11 PM One step would be to stop making political contributions to the NDP. This only contributes to the childish animosity and lack of trust that has constantly characterized negotiations. How else can the Socreds/Liberals view teachers except as enemies when they so publicly support their opponents. This stupid confrontational immature approach has to STOP!!!!! Education should not be a political fight when it is so obviously a valuable benefit to our society. It was an NDP government that legislated teachers back to work in 1993. Stop making education a political fight.Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:10 PM I don't think they have to go that far. CUPE and the Nurses still contribute to the NDP yet they don't have the same acrimonious relationship. CUPE and the Nurses just make their members their priority, and broader advocacy second.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:55 PM Ryan (possibly a Liberal paid commenter), with all due respect, I disagree with you. The cumulative increase in lieu of this will be better. Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can. I say to Iker, ask for 6% over 3 years because these people love to play the 15% over 15 year game to make it so big on the surface. Some people think that this is 15% every year. Believe me! I have seen it in comment sections. Others believe that the 15% is too high not understanding that they must divide things over the duration of the contract. It is time that we play it smarter. It is time to put the foot down and ask for money given to us by other unions, if it is needed. Banks can accept one late mortgage payment. It would be suicidal for them to not help. Imagine the possible damage if that ever leaks out. They could lose a lot in teacher money. I for one would pull my money out of a bank in support! Teachers are going to show this government that we have a spine! Enough is enough! Aren't you tired of being treated like kids? (Retired teacher who almost died in a car accident because of work conditions that were horrendous. I had to quit.)Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 AM Not paid by the BC Liberals. I pay them actually... :/ I imagine astroturfers of any affiliation wouldn't disclose their bias. "Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can." How did that work in May 2013? If the teachers reject a contract that their own union endorsed, it will make teachers seem unreasonable. Whether that perception is true or fair is irrelevant. It's what will happen, and teachers will be weaker as a result. Take my advice. Build up a strike fund and focus on the internal governance of the BCTF for the next 6 years. You'll be better off for it. Or not. I don't mind you or others making it easier for the party I support to get elected. I'd just rather not see kids and teachers hurt in the process.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:37 AM Ah! The "don't-hurt-kids" card, hey, when you have underfunded education for 12 years! WOW! That takes the cake! Are your trolling? Oh! You are serious? :) Would you be surprised if I don't follow your advice, considering your lack of logic? Would you be surprised if others don't follow your advice? It is ttue that bullies like you and your ilks love to show who is the boss, who is the teacher now! I suspect that is at the root of the problem! No one wants to fail in school! No one wants to get the strap! Sad that today's teachers don't like it too! But, who cares, we are ... teachers! We deserve it! BAH! BAH! BAH!Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:22 PM That's fine. I look forward to another 16 years of BC Liberal government.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:41 PM 16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate! Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan! Sociopaths do that!Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 9:35 AM "16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate!" 16 years of our opponents still don't understand why they lost. Like I said, that's fine with me. If I said the Liberals would be in power for at least another 13 years back in 2004 you probably would have laughed too. Heck, if I told you on May 13 last year that the BC Liberals would be reelected on May 14 you'd probably have laughed too. And you were wrong. Why is that? Answer that question if you want the NDP to win the next election. Without a correct answer to it, the NDP's cause is hopeless. "Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan!" You feel they are flawed, and that's fine. I don't go around calling people who disagree with me sociopaths, nor do I accuse them of being paid shills. But I also don't feel much need to address your ad hominems. There are logical arguments to support your position, but argumentum ad hominem is not one of them. It's a textbook logical fallacy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 1:15 PM Ah! Now I get it! It is all ego-based! You think because you voted the winning party that you are a winner and we are losers! You think because you predicted that the Liberals would win, you are winner. That does not make YOU a winner or the Liberals! It is called DEMOGRAPHICS, you expletives. The baby boomers are getting old and because they have more assets and won't make a whole lot more for too long, they need to vote a govn't who is going to do just that! It is not rocket science! WOW! You think you are so superior when your party stole an election with 47% of the popular vote. That's not a majority and your party should not have been elected. BTW, did you delete from your ethical memory the words Ethnic voting scandal? The field is slanted and you know it. However, you are so willing to minimize, forget the scams and bad fairplay tactics like a sociopath is allowed to minimize or ignore his or victims emotions that you don't see that you are the loser, we are the victim of your constant bullying. 1% wage increases after years of 0% increases and you can justify that when Yahoo reports that the average Canadian can hope to get 2.5% this and next year: https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html You Liberals behave like fascists, but we can't call you that because that's not allowed! Well! Guess what? It is and you are. Live with it! You keep on dreaming you are a genius! :) I am retired, getting soon a nice pension, and laughing at you from a beach somewhere! AHAHA! Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 2:14 PM What's with the name calling Peter? For someone claiming to be retired you really don't show the wisdom of age. For someone who talks about logic, you use logical fallacies like ad hominems a lot too. It's a fair point that the BC Liberals didn't get a majority of the vote (and I'm a very big supporter of electoral reform). The BC Liberals + Conservatives did though, and I don't think it's realistic to expect the BC Conservatives to have been more generous had they been part of government. Last time I checked I just voted. I didn't "victimize" anyone. Perhaps your rage is misplaced. If you think the election was "stolen" I'm afraid I have to question your grasp on reality though. "Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?" I'm glad you'll have a pleasant retirement Peter. I have no ill will towards you. I'm not sure why you think I do. I'm not saying people were *right* to vote BC Liberal. That's a matter of opinion. All I'm saying is people *did* vote BC Liberal. More voted BC Liberal than BC NDP for the last 5 elections in a row actually. You need to understand why that happened in order to change it for the next election. Clearly you're not interested in that though. Which is fair enough. Just remember next time you're upset about something the BC Liberals do that your lack of interest is part of why the BC Liberals get elected at all.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 3:23 PM I love your culture --or the lack of thereof! Guess what, stop thinking averybody is white and must follow your little rules. Namecalling? Sociopath? Whaaaat? And, what if you are? Still can't call you that? :) You fascist right-wingers are big on censorship! I just don't like you giving us lessons on how to get the NDP in. As stated, people are voting right of the NDP because it is a matter of demographics and a little ethnic vote buying on the side. The rest is mumbo jombo. Yes, of course, they will have to go on strike in the future and yes they will have to build a strike fund. The Liberals stole that from the BCTF too! And, you wonder why I don't have any respect for them? Yes, electoral reform is needed! We agree!Delete Reply JJ GeorgeSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:46 AM As a parent, I support the teachers and respect whether they choose to vote yes or no. However I noticed a discrepancy here from other information I've read regarding prep time for elementary teachers. Here it states minimal improvement to prep time - only 10 minutes per week being added. Elsewhere I read that it is 100 minutes per week for prep, increasing by an additional 10 minutes in the final year. That is a significant difference, and worth noting. Or have I completely misunderstood?ReplyDelete Replies Anne-MarieSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:59 AM Elementary teachers currently have 90 minutes of preparation time per week so an increase to 100 minutes per week is only gaining 10 minutes. In other provinces and some private schools they have as much as 45 minutes of prep time per day.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:56 PM Thank you for inquiring!Delete DW ZSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:57 PM You're right JJ George. There is a significant difference around the province regarding preparation times. In my district elementary teachers currently get 100 minutes of prep time. This new proposal is useless to me. I'll have to wait 6 years to gain an extra 10 minutes. Delete Reply UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:11 AM Almost nobody gets cost of living adjustments. Also inflation is NOT 2%. Do some research and look at the CPI for BC over the last 24 months. The average over the last 2 years is 0.7%, not 2%. The CPI changes every month so you cant just look at the highest month and declare that THE inflation rate. Check out the 12 month averages document for the actual numbers. http://www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/StatisticsBySubject/Economy/ConsumerPriceIndex.aspx All that being said I support the teachers. if you think this is a bad deal as a parent my dream would be for the teachers to vote no but continue bargaining because I do think the kids need to be in school and I do fear that the teachers will lose all support if the strike continues. All I ask as a parent is that you do your own research and try not to be swayed by all the opinions. ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:01 AM Inflation for August was 2.1% (http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/economy/cpi-report-expected-to-reveal-rise-in-canadas-core-inflation-rate/article20593943/). The CPI is a year-over-year calculation.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:43 AM Inflation should be looked at as a yearly average, not an individual month.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:34 PM The lawyers do not believe we have compromised our court deal. Our leadership would not have sold us out. We dodged a bullet. The Premier had something loaded even if we are not sure what it was. The idea that we could simply return to work is not guaranteed. I think a no vote could easily lead to the Liberals locking us out again because the Premier wants to crush us and she will use any excuse. She did not want to take the advice of her people and do this deal. I am certain a plan for drastic action (where we have to take the concessions they had planned) or worse - was in place. We can't guarantee the press will do any better job explaining the complexities should we say no. They rarely sided with us in markets outside of Vancouver where people are more political and they often misled or allowed others to mislead. They are not helping and would sensationalize. This would see dissolution of support very quickly - especially if we asked for wages. (Though admittedly it angers me that we can't ask for wages without being accused of being greedy when that is what most bargaining units do). But we have argued this is about kids and while this is not ideal - it is better to have teachers than not. The deal does suck in that it does not bring us to par - but this fight needs to be won with a strategy that is political and capacity will do that in another round. We have some support - but it is limited to the choir. We need to have the pews too. We need to build that capacity while working and continue to find allies because the fight is bigger than most people want to consider. This is about ideology and about privatization. Education always was political but never more so than now and we have to fight this party or the conservatives who would do the same or worse. No teacher who is responsible can ignore the politics any longer. That is simply the truth. If you work in the system you better get informed and you better be prepared to fight until retirement for the system. That said, I want to ask the same question others are asking: Why is this the job of 42,000 teachers and not the job of all citizens who want equality to fight for this right? It is time (while the conversation is still on-going and up to and including election night) for us to guide the public where we can but mainly play our part by not propping the system up. Make poverty known. Make noise about shortfalls, ask questions (in the media or in board offices ) about who is going to fix it instead of paying ourselves, volunteer some but wait for the pubic to step up so they see what schools lack. I hate the deal too. But I trust Vince Ready and Iker and I don't think we could have done better right now. I think we dodged a bullet because I have read everything this government has put out and followed the trail. They plan to privatize and they are just looking for the route. Voting YES for now does not mean we are giving up. It does not mean a win in the way we wanted but we have won a battle that will lead to us winning the war. If we don't rest up and stock up we might not get there.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:57 PM Well, if it is bigger than just this battle, then we will need ALL the unions to strike if they do indeed use drastic (draconian) measures. I say it is time for ALL of the unions to call a general strike. I guarantee that they will not like that one bit. What will they do then? Call the army? :) People in Europe, at the end of the 19th century stood up in mines. General strikes do occur in Europe and have. If you think you had it tough, think of them who stood tall for US in tougher times and conditions. Make sacrifices. Sell furniture. Tutor on the side. Ask for the BCTF money. Ask your banker to help. As friends and relatives. If we say NO, it won't last long. If they legislate us back, let's call a general province-wide strike of all unions. Delete Reply Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:47 AM Between CC's smug smile as she celebrates slaughtered teachers and Jim Iker's goofy grin - seemingly unaware that he has been a willing puppet, I am thoroughly disgusted. Over the next 5 years, teachers will be in an increasingly bad situation financially, classrooms will continue to be too large and complex with increasing medical, social and environmental issues impacting academic delivery. It could not be less obvious that things will continue to worsen. The Liberals have ensured that BC is rapidly becoming the Canadian Monaco for rich off shore interests and wealthy corporations. Soon the underpaid "workers" will have to be bussed in daily to Vancouver - Asian style. The only recourse is to move to just about any other province and bring in up to $100,000 more over the six years with much less cost of living. So we are bailing, encouraged by friends who have gotten positions in Manitoba and Alberta. My colleagues and I discovered through contacting several school boards across Canada that specialist (special needs and behavioural) and secondary science teachers are in particular demand. I want to work in a professional, respectful environment where the needs of all children are considered a priority and where I feel inspired to do my best. However, I want my vote to reflect the wishes of teachers who will be here over the next 6 (5) years, so very much appreciate your blog and opportunity to read the comments.ReplyDelete Bert SlaterSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:11 AM To vote YES will throw away 12 years of effort, and 2 victories in BC Supreme Court. To vote YES will be to snatch defeat from the jaws of victory. If you vote YES what bargaining power do you think you will have - the government will do nothing, and then what do you think you will do - take job action? PLEASE VOTE NO.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:59 PM Time to show you have a spine!Delete Reply RodSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:06 AM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Cool HandSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 AM Wouldn't a 'No' vote be a vote of no confidence in the BCTF itself?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:02 AM Not at all. It is just a message to the leadership we need to do better. The strength of the union is the members, and we support the leadership by giving them direction through democratic means.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:40 PM I disagree. How else can a recommendation by the EC to vote yes be interpreted? Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:00 PM I am sure people will interpret this both ways, but it is a vote. If it is supposed to be a "Yes", because it might be interpreted one way, then why bother having a vote?Delete Kate TSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:07 AM Yes , it would be. I don't think we could come out much better than this with this government. How will a No obtain that? Christy will be happy, she can declare the BCTF gone and roll out her plan to privatize. Delete Reply David DeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:06 AM A no vote would be a rejection of a the court victories defied by the government and an inadequate deal containing some vague promises that won't meet the needs of teachers or students on class size and other important issues.In Ontario elementary teachers get 200 minutes of prep time per 5 day cycle. I know there is financial hardship, but the union has received close to $2 million in donations from other unions; is there no way of accessing hardship funds? At minimum, vote no and return to work on work to rule with various strike options.ReplyDelete Erica JonesSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:25 AM This article actually makes me so mad. It is NOT better for the kids that they have missed almost all of june and all of september. This is what you signed up for in BC as a teacher. Get on board or GET OUT.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:20 PM Is this really what teachers signed up for? At my high school, each class has about 30 kids, with an average of 17 kids per classroom with an identified learning disability. Our district says that there should be no more than 4 kids per classroom.. How do you expect non-specialist teachers to help each student when over half of them require more resources because of a learning disability? Furthermore, are you generalizing the "better-ness" to all the kids in BC? Because I don't think that it would be better if kids went back considering the learning environment isn't up to par. There are barely any Education Assistants, and support teachers for the multitude of children who need them. While I recognize and appreciate your enthusiasm for education, please realize that the public school system isn't a daycare. Also, please think about your words and the learning environment prior to speaking out. By the way, we're not an autocracy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:08 PM I can understand your frustration! Understand mine! I almost died at 7:30 pm one night returning from teaching a FI split class with several students who did not get enough support or no support at all. The principal expressed to me that he expected me to teach 2 different social studies programs and 2 different science programs. ANYONE I talked to knows that this is impossible to do, especially in French Immersion when kids get no support at home and books are often too hard for students to read. I had to quit my job. I did it for me and did it for the kids. I was like a surgeon who is asked to operate on 5 patients with an old scalpel with 2 inexperienced nurses. Predictably, 4 patients would die and I would be reprimanded! Teachers are put in terrible conditions and kids too. I hope you have the openmind to consider the reality of this honest personal anecdote. I also wish you to understand that this is likely not an isolated incident. What will it take? A kid to commit suicide because he or she is not getitng enough support?Delete Reply hilarySeptember 17, 2014 at 10:29 AM It is incorrect to equate lost funding with what the teachers would have received in grievances. The two are not equivalent. The starting position of the BCTF was $225M, so they never expected $3B to resolve grievances. I'm also interested to know where you get your figures on overcrowded classrooms. A recent Globe and Mail article says that classrooms are, on average, smaller than the caps set in 2002.ReplyDelete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:36 AM The signing bonus should be roughly $2500 each: 105 million divided by 41 thousand.ReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:53 AM It is not that simple. The $105 million is to be allocated by the union. The term "signing bonus" has been crossed off on the signed document. Some of that money may be used to pay union debts. Don't know this but clarification would be useful.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:16 PM Just quoting from the CBC news website, "And finally there are details of $105-million fund to settle grievances stemming from the ongoing court case. The BCTF says that money will be given out as a signing bonus, with specific amount yet to be determined."Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:34 AM I think it would be smart to put at least part of it into your strike fund.Delete Reply WheelsSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:55 AM If the money is used as a signing bonus, it should be based on FTEReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:12 PM Yes I am sure it will be based on FTE. The question is how much of the $105 Million is actually distributed. This is up to the union, and I am told that it is yet to be decided.Delete GuruSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:44 PM And don't forget all the retired teachers who are entitled to a share of it.Delete Reply Geoff OrmeSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:18 PM In another discussion of this someone suggested that under BC Labour Law a no vote means rejection of the proposed deal, and that means the strike continues until either: - the union in question elects to stand down - another tentative deal is presented or - the government imposes a legislated contract. I think the last of these is the most likely, and I believe the legislated contract would be draconian and brutal. What do you think, Tara? Also, I would appreciate your thoughts on Sandy Garossino's comments at https://storify.com/Garossino/should-teachers-accept-the-contractReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:14 PM If this is so, in a few month (likely a couple of years), teachers will win so much more with a Supreme Court judgment! It is possible that the Liberals know that the higher courts are stacked by Liberal judges (that is what happen when judges are chosen, not elected). In any case, a negative settlement (or not a great judgment) will galvinize the public to reform the way the Supreme court judges are being chosen. I doubt that any govn't will want that to happen. A legislated contract will make the LIbs look like sociopaths and dictators.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:47 PM Peter I think you are expecting far too much from the public, many of whom are only paying attention to this matter due to kids being home from school. The public are not remotely this savvy on the political process.Delete Reply IslanderSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:09 PM I am a continuing education teacher. We have it even worse and we are not listened to enough about our poor conditions. Those include no prep time (and we do have to mark and do report cards many times a year sometimes and commonly for 30 students in a class), travelling to different schools with no compensation, and having next to no breaks in between 3 hour classes. I worked for two years with no lunch break and taught 6 hours straight (just 15 min. breaks) to be told, "don't complain since there are others who will do it". We then got 15 min. breaks in between classes. Most of our students are wealthy immigrants, many who try to stay in classes as long as possible since the classes are free. After spending a year in Germany, I realize how better organized it is where the immigrants pay to learn the language on a sliding scale, and have to pay for a student book as well for each class. We do not even have text books, but photocopy so much at tax payers' expense. This is not right. I then teach summer school since we were not on a 12 month continual salary and most of those students are also immigrants (at least 75%). This is also free and it is becoming so common and the new immigrants know this is free babysitting and tutoring. I think one main problem is that we have so many new immigrants in our classes who need ESL like this article states about our inclusion style of education nowadays: http://www.vancouversun.com/life/Shelley+Fralic+trouble+with+schools/10203596/story.html I am honored to be teaching and like my job, but it does get exhausting especially since I need two or three jobs to pay the mortgage that I now no longer have.. back to renting since it all I can afford in this city that has become so expensive. And many don't realize that it is very very difficult to get to full time work as a teacher here. There was a formula that made it take about 10 years to get to f/t (now finally changed). I have been without pay for 3 months, and now had to finally rent a place in anticipation of returning to work, so I have to vote "yes", but please keep the comments coming for what alternatives we have. Maybe we have to just educate the public in a better way than picketing; maybe get out and walk around malls and talk to people and hand out pamphlets on how this liberal government is hurting this. Most Asians (probably just the new who are from such a different system) are already against the teachers since they do not seem to understand what is going on. http://www.vancouversun.com/Business/asia-pacific/Chuck+Chiang+Many+Asian+families+place+blame/10202757/story.htmlReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:17 PM First of all, myn thoughts are with you! I think your ideas about using different strategies is smart. Picketing is not a very good strategy to let people know about things. I think using the membership to flood media comment sections would be more effective. Going to talk to the public might be a good idea along with this, I think. Phone the BCTF and ask for support.Delete Reply Marsha HolleySeptember 17, 2014 at 1:36 PM A teachers wife Vote no you have come to far to back down. It is a -----Y DEAL. ReplyDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:45 PM Ask yourself WHY teachers cannot get 1/2 of the average increase in salary of the private sector? (The Libs will tell you because there are sooooooo many teachers, but I also hear that there are provinces where there is a need for teachers!) TORONTO - A new study says that Canadians, on average, can expect about the same size salary increase next year as in 2014. Human resources consultants Pal Benefits says a survey of 401 organizations, mainly in Ontario, Alberta and British Columbia, projected salary increase for 2015 at an average of 2.79 per cent. That was almost unchanged from the 2.74 per cent average increase projected in last year's survey. Meanwhile, in addition to the average salary increase remaining relatively steady year over year, the survey found that the percentage of employers who plan to freeze salaries appears to have stabilized at eight per cent —in the same percentages as was projected in 2014. Breaking down the numbers further, the survey found the average salary increase anticipated in the engineering, financial services and high technology sectors was three per cent. That compared with an average of 2.5 per cent on the low end for organizations in durable manufacturing. https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.htmlReplyDelete "Mama Rose"September 17, 2014 at 9:12 PM I used to agree with you, Tara, and appreciate you bringing these items to your blog to get us all thinking. But after a very long night and day of research and discussion, I realize I will be voting yes tomorrow. Here is why: I don't care about salary or benefit increases. That is not why I went on strike. I don't care if this tentative deal is not good for teachers. That's not why I went on strike either. For me, the single most important issue is class size and composition. I want to work in a classroom where I have enough time and resources available to me to adequately help all the students I teach. And while it is true that this tentative deal will not change anything in the classrooms right now (or at least most of our classrooms), I realized that we couldn't actually make changes in that area because the issues of cs and c is before the courts. When I made that connection and realized that this round of bargaining was really about a "good enough" agreement regarding wages, then the deal seems, well... good enough. BUT, the best part, is the language the BCTF legal team made around the furture court decision (the re-opener). They have it in writing that if we win the court case (which is likely) and when we have to start bargaining class size and comp again (that is exactly what Justice Susan Griffin said we would have to do) we will be STARTING from the 2002 levels. To make this simple to understand, I explained it to my friends using a number line. With this new language, the BCTF starts the next round of bargaining at say a 50. The government will want us to go to 10 or 15, and we'll compromise and end up maybe 25. But WITHOUT that language, we would have started bargaining at a 10 and only gone down from there. So I do believe it is the best deal possible, it still factors in the biggest issue (from my perspective), we do not lose the important gains of the past, and most importantly, everyone gets to go back to school.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 PM Mam Rose, I appreciate your point of view and your courage. However, let me point out to you and the readers that a decision at the BC supreme court might not turn out the way teachers anticipate. We all know that judges are appointed and who does the appointing? "All justices of the BCSC (including the position of Chief Justice and Associate Chief Justice) are appointed by the federal cabinet, on recommendation of the Minister of Justice. Masters are appointed by the provincial cabinet, on recommendation of the Attorney General in consultation with the Chief Justice." (Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Supreme_Court_of_British_Columbia) Now, I would like to think that all of those people are objective, but they are appointed and we know that there are political appointments. They have a lot of discretion over the laws and judgments. I am willing to bet that the BC Liberals do know this and are betitng the farm (or do they know something we don't know) that the Supreme Courts are stacked against teachers? So, I am not sure if we can count on a WIN if we proceed with the court ruling. I think we would be better to negotiate and negotiate a better deal.Delete Reply retaSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:57 AM Yes...no...yes...no...The last two days have been this. I’ve read so many articles and comments over the past few months and, I can say, I have learned a lot. I know this is not a great deal for teachers right now. I will be voting yes. This is why… 1. The children. Without going into the multiple issues (e.g., grad, post secondary, trades, sports, global education/trips, planned activities, those with varying degrees of special needs, those that need a soft place to land, etc., etc.) the children need to get on with their education. 2. The parents. For many parents, this strike is a financial burden. We do not like to be called baby sitters, but for many living below the poverty line, school is a financial relief. Winter is coming; gas bills will be expensive. 3. Poverty. Remember, BC has the highest child poverty rate in Canada. Schools feed and clothe numerous children. 4. The other systems educators work collaboratively with. MFCD, CYMH, foster parents, group homes, and the multitude of non-profit agencies that support vulnerable children and families are bursting at the seams. We are a part of that team. 5. CUPE. While some have been paid during this strike, that money is coming from districts. It was not provided by the government. And, CUPE is a partner in education - from the bus drivers to the tech dept to custodians to secretaries to EAs and so on. 6. Small Businesses. In our little towns, the school district is the number one employer. There is a direct cause-effect relationship between loss of wage and loss of business. 7. Money. The amount of money that is needed to reverse the erosion of the public education system over numerous years cannot be recouped in one sitting. This agreement is a start. It’s not much but the stage has been set. 8. THE COURT CASE. That is why we were on strike. All the other stuff could have been resolved months ago, but our government was working hard to make the court case go away. Well, it still exists. I consider that the victory. We live to fight another day (as rhetorical as that sounds) AND I hope people actually read the ruling and think critically about how a loss could impact the future of the Charter of Rights, and the power of government to contravene those rights. I am guessing we will vote to ratify as so many fear “what’s next?” from this government. It’s nasty business, and I think legislation would be next. VALUING PUBLIC EDUCATION needs to come from a STRONG, CONSISTENT public voice. If we do ratify the agreement, and those in the profession and public think we've given up, we have not. We’ve been fighting for years. We just haven’t been heard… until now. ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:21 AM I understand your point of view, but sometimes you have to fight to get what you want. This is a VERY bad deal, considering: Other people get on average 2.5% salary increases last year and this year and the next and the rest of us get 1% and must feel happy if we do.? (https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html) THIS DEAL is a horrendously BAD deal for kids/parents as well, of course. We are going to continue to be humiliated and be the laughing stock of many people of this province. After a decade of paycuts, WOW, this is what they are willing to offer! WOW! WOW! WOW!Delete Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:30 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Reply Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:37 PM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:08 PM Let's cross our fingers! I think we need a general strike by all unions if CC legislates teachers back. It is time to put the foot down and tell her and the Liberals that, as in the movie Network,"I am mad as hell and I won't take it anymore!"Delete Reply Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 8:26 PM Needs help on some stats for an online debate Looking for the last 10 or 15 years of contractual salary increases in %. So, 1% for 2001, 0% for 2002,...ReplyDelete Children FirstSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:00 PM Well it's all done now. Really hope the teacher's can find another angle to deal with class size and composition as well as student funding. The government will make sure the coming court case never swings your way no matter what. 2nd most expensive place to live in the the world!!! Wonder why and where the money goes??? ReplyDelete AnonSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 PM I'm an outsider, but have followed closely this whole fiasco and this is a RAW deal. Your union hung you out to dry on this one - taking a really bad deal (clearly no one from the BCTF had rudimentary math skills in their toolbox) and then publicly encouraging to the media that teachers accept the deal....what choice did you have - a no vote would have outraged the public. I could go on and on, but the bottom line, in my opinion, is that your union better get some stronger leaders who are PR and technology savvy. Out with Iker and the rest of those who bargained on your behalf - they just got ......well , we know that happened. Whew, can't even believe how screwed you got, absolutely amazing - nothing meaningful gained in the big picture and only very minor gains for a small group of people, bigger losses for the majority.. Wow - I better stop now. Best of luck. Thanks for all you do for our children. ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ▼  September (9) Reflections on the BC Teacher Strike BC Teacher strike - Lessons learned Response to Sandy Garossino Will the Education Fund improve classroom conditio... Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Class composition: a human rights perspective Class size and composition - a short visual histor... Guest post - I WILL HOLD THE LINE Teachers - let your leadership know it is time to ... ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/advantage/,BCTF Advantage Program  Home Frequently Asked Questions Recent Updates BCTF Mortgage Discount Program Vancouver Whitecaps Real Estate Member Savings Advantage welcome message Teachers Home Insurance Black Bond Books Subscribe Now! Join our mailing list to receive BCTF Advantage offers and updates delivered to your email. Click here to subscribe now. Contact Us Welcome to the BCTF Advantage Program The BCTF Advantage Program is your gateway to a number of benefits and offers from cars to insurance. With 41,000 members the BCTF, as an organization, has been able to obtain savings on various products and services for members. The BCTF Advantage program allows your membership in the BCTF to work for you in areas outside of your employment relationship.  For most BCTF Advantage partners you simply state that you are a BCTF member and they will apply your discount/savings to your purchase.  Have you taken advantage of your BCTF membership lately?  Take a moment and see what is available to you! The program includes Insurance  Personal Finance  Cars  Travel  Marketplace partners  Health & Wellness partners   View the Summer Savings flyer here. BCTF Mortgage Discount Program Ellis Mortgages Canada is pleased to present the BCTF Mortgage Discount Program to all BCTF Advantage Members. Annually funding billions of dollars in mortgages creates volume discounts which may include discounted interest rates, reduced closing costs for legal and appraisal services, cash back rewards or seasonal promotions. Find out more by calling 604-739-0320 and mention that you are with the BCTF. Financial service for summer 2014 Ellis Mortgages Canada (EMC) has received many calls this summer from BCTF members concerned about their immediate financial situation.  Teachers throughout the province have contacted EMC to obtain advice on how to restructure their finances  or free up cash to breathe easier this summer. EMC’s services are free to all BCTF members (on approved credit) and we are offering our assistance to anyone interested in alleviating financial stress this summer.  Based on what we have seen, we recommend acting soon to obtain a second opinion, reduced monthly payments, or a line of credit. As a BCTF Advantage partner, we are happy to be assisting British Columbia’s teachers.  For more information please call 604-739-0320 and mention that you are with the BCTF or visit us online at www.emcmortgages.ca.  Are you properly insured?  Canadian Direct Insurance is the preferred supplier of home, auto and travel insurance for BCTF members.  If you are travelling outside of BC, even within Canada, a medical emergency could cost you thousands if you don't have any emergency medical travel coverage. Click here to learn how to protect yourself and your travelling companions.    BCTF Advantage Discount Hotels BCTF is proud to partner with Local Hospitality to provide our very own member discount hotel program, provided for the exclusive access of our members and their families. Why? Because our teachers deserve it. Search for hotel discounts around the world. Our savings are as much as 50%, and average 10-20% below market rates.   Save time and money. Let us negotiate the best deals and comparison price for you. Click here to search for hotel discounts around the world.  Happy travels and happy savings! Personalized Insurance Plan  Personalized insurance quotations are just a click away! BCTF and Industrial Alliance Pacific Insurance and Financial Services Inc. are pleased to provide a first class Voluntary Group Insurance Plan designed specifically for you and your family. As a BCTF member you can take advantage of comprehensive coverage at economical group rates on: Term Life Insurance Accidental Death and Dismemberment Insurance Dependent Child Term Life Insurance Critical Illness Insurance Guaranteed Issue Life Insurance Visit www.solutionsinsurance.com/bctf for full plan details or to receive a personalized quotation. Click here to read more about this. Home Insurance Financial Travel Marketplace Cars Real Estate Health & Wellness Privacy Policy Terms of Use)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141006,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/BargainingAndContracts.aspx?id=33210&printPage=true,BCTF > Solidarity Pours in from Around the World  	Bargaining and contracts  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Bargaining and Collective Agreements Solidarity Pours in from Around the World Teachers unions and workers’ organisations from across Canada and across the border are sending solidarity greetings in support of BC teachers as we struggle to achieve a fair deal that respects the work we do, and which provides more support for students.        Members of the Chicago Teachers’ Union  delivered a letter of solidarity with the BCTF to the Canadian Consulate-General in their city.     On June 19, representatives of the Mexican Section of the Tri-National Coalition in Defence of Public Education went to the Canadian Embassy in Mexico City to express their support for BC teachers. Letters from school districts Kitimat teachers’ “disturbance” of Premier’s visit sparks action from city council  SD 8 Kootenay Lake  SD 10 Arrow Lakes  SD 19 Revelstoke  SD 20 Kootenay-Columbia  SD 23 Central Okanagan - June 23 | August 7  SD 28 Quesnel - CUPE joint letter  SD 33 Chilliwack  SD 35 Langley  SD 36 Surrey  SD 37 Delta  SD 38 Richmond - June 25 | August 22  SD 39 Vancouver   SD 40 New Westminster  SD 41 Burnaby  SD 42 Maple Ridge & Pitt Meadows  SD 43 Coquitlam  SD 44 North Vancouver  SD 46 Sunshine Coast  SD 47 Powell River  SD 48 Howe Sound  SD 52 Prince Rupert  SD 53 Okanagan Similkameen  SD 57 Prince George - May 29 | July 23  SD 61 Greater Victoria - May 23 | August 7  SD 62 Sooke  SD 63 Saaanich -  re: Bargaining | re: Public Ed. Funding  SD 69 Qualicum  SD 70 Alberni  SD71 Comox Valley - March 6 | July 21  SD 72 Campbell River  SD 75 Mission  SD 82 Kitimat  SD 83 North Okanagan-Shuswap       Letters from organizations Alberta Teachers' Association (ATA) - May 21 | Sept 12  ATA - Evergreen Catholic Local 44   Alberta Union of Public Employees (AUPE)  Association of Secondary Teachers Ireland (ASTI)  BC Association of Speech/Language Pathologists & Audiologists (BCASLPA)  BC Federation of Labour  BC Forum  BC Nurses' Union (BCNU) - June 27 | Sept 10  BC Retired Teachers' Association (BCRTA)  Camosun College Faculty Association  Canadian Association of Retired Teachers (ACER-CART)  Canadian Federation of Nurses Unions (CFNU)  Canadian Federation of Students, British Columbia - May 28 | Sept 12  CFS Local 18 - Douglas Students' Union   Canadian Teachers' Federation (CTF) - May 23 | June 18 | Sept 12  September 12, 2014 news releases in English and in French   Canadian Labour Congress  CGTEN-ANDEN, Nicaragua (translation) Coast Mountains Board of Education SD 82  Compensation Employees Union (CEU)  Le Conseil scolaire francophone de la Colombie-Britannique  Council of Canadians BC–Yukon  Council of Senior Citizens' Organizations of BC (COSCO)  CUPE 2278 (UBC)  CUPE Local 2722 (Oxfam Canada)  District of Ucluelet  Education International-Latin America (EI-LA) (translation) Elementary Teachers’ Federation of Ontario (ETFO) - May 23 | June 24 | Sept 8  ETFO to Contribute $1 Million to Support Striking British Columbia Teachers   ETFO - Greater Essex County Occasional Teachers  ETFO - Halton Elementary  ETFO - James Bay Local  ETFO - Near North Teachers' Local  ETFO - Niagara Local  ETFO - Ontario North East  ETFO - Rainbow Teacher Local  ETFO - Refrew County  ETFO - Simcoe County Occasional Teachers  ETFO - Staff Association  ETFO - Thames Valley Occasional Teachers' Local - June 30 | Sept 4  ETFO - Toronto Occasional Teachers   ETFO - Upper Canada Local  ETFO - Upper Grand Local - June 24 | August 26  ETFO - Waterloo Region  ETFO - Waterloo Region Occasional Teachers' Local  ETFO - York region   Federation Autonome de L'enseignment, Quebec  Fundación para el Desarrollo y la Educación (FUNDE), Bolivia (translation) Grand Erie Elementary Teachers' Federation  Highline Education Association, Tukwila WA  Hospital Employees Union, Kamloops Thompson Local  Initiative for Democratic Education in the Americas (IDEA)  International Brotherhood of Elelctrical Workers (IBEW)   IBEW- Local 258   International Longshore and Warehouse Union (ILWU) Local 502  International Longshore and Warehouse Union, Local 505  Keewatin-Patricia Elementary Teachers' Association (KPETA)  La Federación Colombiana de Educadores (FECODE)   La Federación Departamental de Maestros de Educación Rural de Cochabamba (FDMERC), Bolivia   Lakehead Elementary Teachers of Ontario - Lakehead Local (LETO EELO)  Marysville Education Association, Washington  Mexican Section of the Trinational Coalition in Defence of Public Education  Namibian National Union of Teachers (NANTU)  National Confederation of Educators of Brazil (CNTE) (translation) National Union of Teachers, London  Northwest Territories Teachers' Association (NWTTA)  Okanagan College Faculty Association  Okanagan College Students’ Union   Ontario English Catholic Teachers' Association (OECTA) - May 1 | July 9 | Sept 8  OECTA - Algonquin Lakeshore Unit  OECTA - Brant Haldimand Norfolk Unit  OECTA Bruce-Grey Elementary Unit  OECTA - Dufferin-Peel Secondary Unit  OECTA - Halton Elementary Unit  OECTA Niagara Elementary Unit  OECTA - Nipissing Elementary Unit  OECTA Northeastern Unit  OECTA - Simcoe Muskoka Elementary Unit - June 20 | Sept 12  OECTA - St. Clair Elementary Unit  OECTA - St. Clair Secondary Unit  OECTA - St. Michaels College School TA  OECTA - Sudbury Secondary Unit  OECTA - Superior North Unit  OECTA - Waterloo Unit  Ontario Secondary School Teachers of Ontario (OSSTF/FEESO) - May 26 | Sept 4 | Sept 26  OSSTF D35 - Brock University Support Staff   OSSTF-FESSO - Greater Essex, District 9 - June20 | August 15  OSSTF - Limestone Local    OSTTF Marc Garneau Collegiate Institute  Ontario Teachers' Federation -July 3 | Sept 17 Ottawa and District Labour Council  Ottawa Carleton Elementary Teachers' Federation (OCETF)June 25 | 2nd donation  Peruvian Teachers’ Union (SUTEP)  Pilchuck Uniserv Council, Everett, WA  Postsecondary petition in support of BC teachers, initiated by the Institute for Critical Education Studies  Professional Employees Association (PEA) - May 20 | Sept 19  Protect Public Education Now  Public Service Alliance of Canada Local 20106  Pulp, Paper and Woodworkers of Canada National Office (PPWC)  Quebec Provincial Association of Teachers (QPAT)  Queensland Teachers' Union of Employees (Australia)  Reform Front of Panamanian Educators (FREP), Panama (translation) Regina Public School Teachers' Association (RPSTA)  Sooke Board of Education SD 62  South African Cultural Association of BC (SACABC)  Sindicato de Trabajadoras y Trabajadores de la Educación Costarricense (SEC), Costa Rica  Teachers' Federation Employees' Union (TFEU)  Teamsters Local No. 155  Thompson Rivers University Faculty Association  Trinational Coalition to Defend Public Education, US Section  UBC Faculty Association (UBCFA)  Unifor support letter   Unifor Local 468  Local 468-W  Local 780  Local 888   Union of Canadian Transportation Employees (UCTE)  Unión Nacional de Educadores (UNE), Ecuador (translation)  Maestros de la Columbia Británica a paro    Ursula Franklin Academy teachers, Toronto District School Board, OSSTF Toronto  Vancouver and District Labour Council (VDLC)  Vancouver Island University Faculty Association (VIUFA)  Vancouver Island University Students' Union (VIUSU)  Vancouver Retired Firefighters' Association  Education International, the global union federation representing teachers around the world, sent messages of support to the teachers of BC from teachers in more than 60 countries. The eyes of the world are on BC. Tweets from the Education International conference held in Montreal, May 26-31, 2014. Click map image to enlarge. Canadian Teachers ‏@CanTeachersFed 32m #unite4ed @bctf supported by CTF Member orgs on world map. pic.twitter.com/yT8cLue0Yb       Canadian Teachers ‏@CanTeachersFed 31m #unite4ed @bctf supported by European and African affiliates of @eduint #bced #cdned pic.twitter.com/WCi600Qa6Z       Canadian Teachers ‏@CanTeachersFed 28m African affiliates of @eduint sign support for @bctf on world map #unite4ed pic.twitter.com/Pomv6O2549    )
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7332&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 4, January/February 2006 Le français intensif : un programme à considérer ! par Wendy Carr Les élèves de l’école primaire au Canada apprennent le français dans un contexte de français de base (2 ou 3 leçons par semaine) ou d’immersion française (toute l’instruction en français) : approximativement 95 % et 5 % respectivement. En 1997, une nouvelle approche à l’étude du français qui s’appelle le français intensif a été présentée à Terre-Neuve et au Labrador et se trouve maintenant à Surrey, Colombie-Britannique. Certaines des raisons de présenter une nouvelle approche peuvent être liées à la recherche pour une meilleure façon d’enseigner le français. Une telle recherche s’est démarquée avec l’étude nationale du français de base (1990) un projet de recherche de neuf ans qui a mené à un changement de méthodologie s’éloignant de la concentration sur la grammaire et se servant plutôt de la langue comme outil de communication. Les changements recommandés par cette étude n’étaient pas universellement implantés et étaient basés sur deux conditions qui sont fortement problématiques : l’instruction quotidienne et les professeurs bilingues et entraînés. La difficulté de répondre à ces conditions a fini par une exécution inégale du français de base à travers le Canada. Récemment, le gouvernement fédéral a établi comme but de doubler les diplômés bilingues en 2013. Ceci a provoqué de l’intérêt et du financement dans le secteur de l’enseignement du français comme langue seconde, et l’emphase est maintenant sur les programmes qui peuvent fournir des résultats. L’immersion française s’est déjà prouvée comme un programme efficace ; le français intensif pourrait en être un deuxième. Dr Joan Netten, Memorial University de Terre-Neuve, et Dr Claude Germain, l’Université du Québec à Montréal, ont développé le français intensif comme solution au problème du français de base au Canada. Le programme, originalement appelé Le français de base intensif et maintenant Le français intensif, se trouve à travers le Canada et, depuis septembre 2004, à Surrey en Colombie-Britannique. Son succès jusqu’ici est dû aux solides recherches et aux résultats impressionnants grâce au temps, à l’intensité, et aux stratégies de littératie fournies par les professeurs entraînés et bilingues. En Colombie-Britannique, seulement un sur dix élèves inscrits dans un programme de français de base continue jusqu’à la 12e année. Presque la moitié de ces élèves disent qu’ils ne peuvent pas comprendre la langue parlée. Un communiqué de presse récent de l’ACPLS/ CASLT a déclaré que l’inscription dans des programmes de français de base diminue par 3,6 pour cent ou 61 000 élèves au Canada par année. Il faut des innovations pour arrêter cette tendance. "Student retention and success in French as a second language will only improve with the development of alternative and innovative teaching practices and programs. Newfoundland has taken the initiative in piloting programs such as intensive and extended French. These programs increase the proficiency expectations that exist in most courses." (Susan Forward, Communiqué de presse, ACPLS/CASLT, le 12 nov. 2004) Le français intensif est différent du français de base parce qu’il y a beaucoup plus de temps et d’intensité, et le français devient la langue de communication en classe. Le français intensif est différent de l’immersion française parce que les élèves ne suivent pas le programme d’études de sciences, de sciences humaines, etc. en français ; ils suivent un programme d’études basé sur une approche de littératie autour des thèmes de communication, par exemple, la famille, les animaux, les loisirs, le voyage, etc. Les élèves suivent le programme d’études de maths régulier pour la 5e ou la 6e année en anglais pendant toute l’année. Ils suivent le programme d’études régulier de sciences, de sciences humaines et d’arts langagiers pendant la deuxième moitié de l’année ; on appelle ceci le programme d’études ´ compressé ª. Le français intensif est basé sur un modèle de l’anglais intensif des années 70 où les nouveaux immigrés ont appris l’anglais dans un bloc intensif de temps, se concentrant principalement sur la langue plutôt que le contenu. Le français intensif est défini par ses créateurs, Joan Netten et Claude Germain (2004), comme étant un ´ enrichissement du programme français de base offrant de 3 — 4 fois le nombre d’heures régulièrement programmées pour FLS dans une période concentrée (cinq mois) à la fin du cycle d’école primaire (en 5e ou 6e année) ª. En fait, cet enrichissement de français de base est bien plus prononcé (6 — 7 fois) en Colombie-Britannique où les élèves de la 5e ou 6e année reçoivent généralement deux leçons de français de 40 minutes — approximativement 1,5 heure par semaine — comparé aux élèves du français intensif de Surrey qui reçoivent entre trois et quatre heures par jour pendant la première moitié de l’année (le semestre intensif) et une heure par jour pendant la deuxième moitié de l’année. Le français intensif est un programme de choix offert par le conseil scolaire dans les écoles où il y a de l’intérêt dans la communauté ; cette année il y a 5 écoles à Surrey et d’autres conseils scolaires s’intéressent au programme. Suivez bien le programme de français intensif car les élèves de ces premières classes seront les diplômés de 2013 ! Information : www.mmecarr.ca/ICF/ICF.html Synopsis: Surrey is piloting a new program called Intensive French. This program has been very successful in eastern Canadian provinces and should be carefully considered as a means of achieving the goal that the federal government has set, namely to double the number of bilingual students graduating in Canada by 2013. Wendy Carr, Coordonnatrice, programmes de formation des maîtres en français, Université de Colombie-Britannique.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "#FunFriday Fact: #BC has the highest small business employment in Canada. October is Small Business Month! Check out: http://t.co/20bcLmlvFP" @bcliberals - 03:55pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/contacts.cfm?page=PDChairs&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true,BCTF Contacts Home E-mail Lists Links A to Z Index Contact Us Help SITE SEARCH Quick Links BCTF formsBCTF NewsFrançaisLabour linksPensionsTeacher NewsmagazineTeaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Contact Us > PD chairpersons BCTF Professional Development Chairpersons Sorted by local number. Click here for sort by local name. Local Chair School Phone School Fax E-mail 1 Fernie District Teachers' Association Linda Christenson  250-425-6666  250-425-6661  pd01@bctf.ca Sarah Larsen      pd01@bctf.ca 2 Cranbrook District Teachers' Association Carol Johns  250-489-4391  250-489-0600  pd02@bctf.ca Colette Grasdal  250-426-5241  250-426-6673  pd02@bctf.ca 3 Kimberley Teachers' Association Bethany Turcon      pd03@bctf.ca Craig Hillman  250-427-4827  250-427-7106  pd03@bctf.ca 4 Windermere Teachers' Association Robyn Oliver  250-342-9213  250-342-4499  pd04@bctf.ca 7 Nelson District Teachers' Association Monica Doyle  250-352-3186  250-352-3183  pd07@bctf.ca Tamara Martin  250-352-5538  250-352-3119  pd07@bctf.ca 10 Arrow Lakes Teachers' Association Paula Rogers  250-358-7222  250-358-2533  pd10@bctf.ca 17 Princeton District Teachers' Union Gordon Bibby  250-295-3218  250-295-7914  pd17@bctf.ca Mary Bell  250-295-3218  250-295-7914  pd17@bctf.ca 18 Golden Teachers' Association Margaret Calladine  250-344-6317    pd18@bctf.ca 19 Revelstoke Teachers' Association Stacey Grimm  250-837-2173  250-837-7164  pd19@bctf.ca 20 Kootenay Columbia Teachers' Union John Horcoff      pd20@bctf.ca 22 Vernon Teachers' Association Robyn Ladner    250-545-7680  pd22@bctf.ca 23 Central Okanagan Teachers' Association Joe Jamison  250-868-1135  250-870-5020  pd23@bctf.ca 27 Cariboo-Chilcotin Teachers' Association Shirley Giroux  250-398-5800  250-398-5206  pd27@bctf.ca 28 Quesnel District Teachers' Association Carlie Borrett  250-991-5566  250-991-5565  pd28@bctf.ca 33 Chilliwack Teachers' Association Angela Woods  604-823-4408  604-823-2243  pd33@bctf.ca 34 Abbotsford District Teachers' Association Brenda Head    604-850-7692  pd34@bctf.ca 35 Langley Teachers' Association Sandy Ho  604-888-3033  604-888-2873  pd35@bctf.ca 36 Surrey Teachers' Association Anne McNamee      pd36@bctf.ca Stephen Anderson      pd36@bctf.ca 37 Delta Teachers' Association Fiona Higgs    604-599-1786  pd37@bctf.ca 38 Richmond Teachers' Association Christian Matheson  604-668-6665  604-668-6569  pd38@bctf.ca 391 Vancouver Elementary School Teachers' Association Allison Jambor      pd391@bctf.ca Patricia Gudlaugson      pd391@bctf.ca 392 Vancouver Secondary Teachers' Association Mary Filleul    604-713-5076  pd392@bctf.ca 40 New Westminster Teachers' Union Romeo Lavrencic  604-517-6316  604-517-6204  pd40@bctf.ca Sandra Lee  604-517-6090  604-517-6091  pd40@bctf.ca 41 Burnaby Teachers' Association Alexandra Peters  604-664-7056  604-664-8734  pd41@bctf.ca Barbara Henderson  604-664-8727  604-664-8818  pd41@bctf.ca Patricia Dolton      pd41@bctf.ca 42 Maple Ridge Teachers' Association Suzanne Hall  604-463-6414  604-466-6265  pd42@bctf.ca 43 Coquitlam Teachers' Association Michael Galliford  604-464-8581  604-937-8045  pd43@bctf.ca 44 North Vancouver Teachers' Association Maria Aiello  604-903-3750  604-903-3751  pd44@bctf.ca 45 West Vancouver Teachers' Association Rosemary Murray  604-981-1200  604-981-1201  pd45@bctf.ca Shannon Gray  604-981-1130  604-981-1131  pd45@bctf.ca 46 Sunshine Coast Teachers' Association Patrick McCallum  604-885-3216  604-885-7991  pd46@bctf.ca 47 Powell River District Teachers' Association Wendy Adams  604-485-5660    pd47@bctf.ca 48 Sea to Sky Teachers' Association April Lowe  604-898-3688  604-898-4706  pd48@bctf.ca 49 Central Coast Teachers' Association Coleen Fraser  250-799-5556  250-799-5757  pd49@bctf.ca Stephen Dishkin  250-982-2355  250-982-2720  pd49@bctf.ca 50 Haida Gwaii Teachers' Association Autum Gates    250-626-3214  pd50@bctf.ca Monika Hausmann    250-626-3214  pd50@bctf.ca 51 Boundary District Teachers' Association Catherine Pankoff  250-442-8275  250-442-5388  pd51@bctf.ca Linda Rawlings-Dolezsar  250-442-5313  250-442-5317  pd51@bctf.ca 52 Prince Rupert District Teachers' Union Colleen Pudsey    250-627-1348  pd52@bctf.ca Marla Gamble    250-627-1348  pd52@bctf.ca Raegan Sawka  250-627-1536  250-627-1443  pd52@bctf.ca 53 South Okanagan Similkameen Teachers' Union Nicola MacNaughton  250-498-3468  250-498-0339  pd53@bctf.ca 54 Bulkley Valley Teachers' Union Kristina Willing  250-847-2231  250-847-2165  pd54@bctf.ca Mary Neto  250-847-2231  250-847-2165  pd54@bctf.ca 55 Burns Lake District Teachers' Union Lisa Mason  250-698-7301  250-698-7349  pd55@bctf.ca 56 Nechako Teachers' Union Cindy Miller  250-996-7126  250-996-7708  pd56@bctf.ca Shawn Lank  250-699-6233  250-699-7753  pd56@bctf.ca 571 Prince George District Teachers' Association Glen Thielmann  250-562-9525  250-564-4875  pd571@bctf.ca 572 Mackenzie Teachers' Association Amber Raycraft  250-963-7060  250-963-7381  pd572@bctf.ca Christa Barnes  250-997-6340  250-997-5075  pd572@bctf.ca Karen Chadha  250-997-6340  250-997-5075  pd572@bctf.ca 573 McBride-Valemount Teachers' Association Brian Hanson    250-566-4551  pd573@bctf.ca Jennifer L'Arrivee  250-569-2295  250-569-2620  pd573@bctf.ca Julia Howard  250-569-2295  250-569-2620  pd573@bctf.ca 591 Peace River South Teachers' Association Angela Connelly    250-782-9604  pd591@bctf.ca 592 Chetwynd Teachers' Association Gysbert Ruiter  250-788-2267  250-788-9729  pd592@bctf.ca 60 Peace River North Teachers' Association Jessica Dmytruk  250-793-9125  250-630-2323  pd60@bctf.ca 61 Greater Victoria Teachers' Association Lucinda Graf  250-727-0188  250-727-2079  pd61@bctf.ca 62 Sooke Teachers' Association Brian Hotovy  250-474-1291  250-478-0738  pd62@bctf.ca Kristine Kosolofski  250-478-3232  250-391-9624  pd62@bctf.ca 63 Saanich Teachers' Association Holly Mair  250-704-4972  250-479-9870  pd63@bctf.ca Sarah Windle  250-652-9261  250-652-2094  pd63@bctf.ca 64 Gulf Islands Teachers' Association James Lightfoot  250-653-9223  250-653-2090  pd64@bctf.ca 65 Cowichan District Teachers' Association Naomi Nilsson  250-748-2251  250-746-7849  pd65@bctf.ca Sabina Reska  250-743-6916  250-743-6915  pd65@bctf.ca 66 Lake Cowichan Teachers' Association Christine Rolls  250-748-0011  250-749-4030  pd66@bctf.ca 67 Okanagan Skaha Teachers' Union Angela Seppola  250-770-7683  250-492-5981  pd67@bctf.ca 68 Nanaimo District Teachers' Association Colleen Skipper  250-758-6892  250-758-2373  pd68@bctf.ca Michael Silverton    250-751-8840  pd68@bctf.ca 69 Mount Arrowsmith Teachers' Association Denise Spencer-Dahl  250-248-3296  250-954-1734  pd69@bctf.ca Lesley Rowan  250-752-5651  250-752-8604  pd69@bctf.ca 701 Alberni District Teachers' Union Stephanie Hopkins  250-723-7522  250-723-7557  pd701@bctf.ca 71 Comox District Teachers' Association Lisa Pedersen-Skene    250-897-0487  pd71@bctf.ca 72 Campbell River District Teachers' Association Adria Anne Gleeson  250-286-0511  250-286-0938  pd72@bctf.ca 73 Kamloops Thompson Teachers' Association David Comrie    250-377-2257  pd73@bctf.ca 74 Gold Trail Teachers' Association Elizabeth Griggs  250-256-4274  250-256-4275  pd74@bctf.ca 75 Mission Teachers' Union Anna Heavenor  604-820-4587  604-820-9505  pd75@bctf.ca 78 Fraser-Cascade Teachers' Association Kathleen Koopman      pd78@bctf.ca 80 Kitimat District Teachers' Association Katherine Johnsen  250-632-6174  888-539-4732  pd80@bctf.ca Michele Sutherland  250-632-2912  888-574-1126  pd80@bctf.ca 81 Fort Nelson District Teachers' Association Shirley Kenney  250-774-6941  250-774-6988  pd81@bctf.ca 83 North Okanagan-Shuswap Teachers' Association Kyla Hadden  250-836-2831  250-836-2664  pd83@bctf.ca 84 Vancouver Island West Teachers' Union Adam Barber    250-761-4234  pd84@bctf.ca Glyn Howell    250-934-6578  pd84@bctf.ca 85 Vancouver Island North Teachers' Association Sarah Soltau-Heller  250-949-6418  250-949-6485  pd85@bctf.ca 861 Creston Valley Teachers' Association Melissa Feragotti  250-428-2051  250-428-2019  pd861@bctf.ca 862 Kootenay Lake Teachers' Association Dennis Larcombe  250-229-4224  250-353-7434  pd862@bctf.ca 87 Stikine Teachers' Association Alithia Gillies    250-771-4343  pd87@bctf.ca Andre Lagace    250-771-4343  pd87@bctf.ca 881 Terrace District Teachers' Union Karen Andrews  250-635-3115  888-456-3464  pd881@bctf.ca 882 Upper Skeena Teachers Jan Thorburn  250-842-5214  888-503-6959  pd882@bctf.ca Shirley Hobenshield  250-849-5484  888-594-2271  pd882@bctf.ca 92 Nisga'a Teachers' Union Charity Peal  250-633-2225  250-633-2669  pd92@bctf.ca Samantha Lambright  250-326-4206  250-633-2916  pd92@bctf.ca Sara Beardsell  250-633-2225  250-633-2669  pd92@bctf.ca 93 SEPF Alain Paquin  604-437-4849  604-437-9630  pd93@bctf.ca Linda Theriault  250-220-6010  250-220-6014  pd93@bctf.ca Monica Monus    604-214-9881  pd93@bctf.ca About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy Close Window Print Page   BCTF Professional Development Chairpersons Sorted by local number. Click here for sort by local name. Local Chair School Phone School Fax E-mail 1 Fernie District Teachers' Association Linda Christenson  250-425-6666  250-425-6661  pd01@bctf.ca Sarah Larsen      pd01@bctf.ca 2 Cranbrook District Teachers' Association Carol Johns  250-489-4391  250-489-0600  pd02@bctf.ca Colette Grasdal  250-426-5241  250-426-6673  pd02@bctf.ca 3 Kimberley Teachers' Association Bethany Turcon      pd03@bctf.ca Craig Hillman  250-427-4827  250-427-7106  pd03@bctf.ca 4 Windermere Teachers' Association Robyn Oliver  250-342-9213  250-342-4499  pd04@bctf.ca 7 Nelson District Teachers' Association Monica Doyle  250-352-3186  250-352-3183  pd07@bctf.ca Tamara Martin  250-352-5538  250-352-3119  pd07@bctf.ca 10 Arrow Lakes Teachers' Association Paula Rogers  250-358-7222  250-358-2533  pd10@bctf.ca 17 Princeton District Teachers' Union Gordon Bibby  250-295-3218  250-295-7914  pd17@bctf.ca Mary Bell  250-295-3218  250-295-7914  pd17@bctf.ca 18 Golden Teachers' Association Margaret Calladine  250-344-6317    pd18@bctf.ca 19 Revelstoke Teachers' Association Stacey Grimm  250-837-2173  250-837-7164  pd19@bctf.ca 20 Kootenay Columbia Teachers' Union John Horcoff      pd20@bctf.ca 22 Vernon Teachers' Association Robyn Ladner    250-545-7680  pd22@bctf.ca 23 Central Okanagan Teachers' Association Joe Jamison  250-868-1135  250-870-5020  pd23@bctf.ca 27 Cariboo-Chilcotin Teachers' Association Shirley Giroux  250-398-5800  250-398-5206  pd27@bctf.ca 28 Quesnel District Teachers' Association Carlie Borrett  250-991-5566  250-991-5565  pd28@bctf.ca 33 Chilliwack Teachers' Association Angela Woods  604-823-4408  604-823-2243  pd33@bctf.ca 34 Abbotsford District Teachers' Association Brenda Head    604-850-7692  pd34@bctf.ca 35 Langley Teachers' Association Sandy Ho  604-888-3033  604-888-2873  pd35@bctf.ca 36 Surrey Teachers' Association Anne McNamee      pd36@bctf.ca Stephen Anderson      pd36@bctf.ca 37 Delta Teachers' Association Fiona Higgs    604-599-1786  pd37@bctf.ca 38 Richmond Teachers' Association Christian Matheson  604-668-6665  604-668-6569  pd38@bctf.ca 391 Vancouver Elementary School Teachers' Association Allison Jambor      pd391@bctf.ca Patricia Gudlaugson      pd391@bctf.ca 392 Vancouver Secondary Teachers' Association Mary Filleul    604-713-5076  pd392@bctf.ca 40 New Westminster Teachers' Union Romeo Lavrencic  604-517-6316  604-517-6204  pd40@bctf.ca Sandra Lee  604-517-6090  604-517-6091  pd40@bctf.ca 41 Burnaby Teachers' Association Alexandra Peters  604-664-7056  604-664-8734  pd41@bctf.ca Barbara Henderson  604-664-8727  604-664-8818  pd41@bctf.ca Patricia Dolton      pd41@bctf.ca 42 Maple Ridge Teachers' Association Suzanne Hall  604-463-6414  604-466-6265  pd42@bctf.ca 43 Coquitlam Teachers' Association Michael Galliford  604-464-8581  604-937-8045  pd43@bctf.ca 44 North Vancouver Teachers' Association Maria Aiello  604-903-3750  604-903-3751  pd44@bctf.ca 45 West Vancouver Teachers' Association Rosemary Murray  604-981-1200  604-981-1201  pd45@bctf.ca Shannon Gray  604-981-1130  604-981-1131  pd45@bctf.ca 46 Sunshine Coast Teachers' Association Patrick McCallum  604-885-3216  604-885-7991  pd46@bctf.ca 47 Powell River District Teachers' Association Wendy Adams  604-485-5660    pd47@bctf.ca 48 Sea to Sky Teachers' Association April Lowe  604-898-3688  604-898-4706  pd48@bctf.ca 49 Central Coast Teachers' Association Coleen Fraser  250-799-5556  250-799-5757  pd49@bctf.ca Stephen Dishkin  250-982-2355  250-982-2720  pd49@bctf.ca 50 Haida Gwaii Teachers' Association Autum Gates    250-626-3214  pd50@bctf.ca Monika Hausmann    250-626-3214  pd50@bctf.ca 51 Boundary District Teachers' Association Catherine Pankoff  250-442-8275  250-442-5388  pd51@bctf.ca Linda Rawlings-Dolezsar  250-442-5313  250-442-5317  pd51@bctf.ca 52 Prince Rupert District Teachers' Union Colleen Pudsey    250-627-1348  pd52@bctf.ca Marla Gamble    250-627-1348  pd52@bctf.ca Raegan Sawka  250-627-1536  250-627-1443  pd52@bctf.ca 53 South Okanagan Similkameen Teachers' Union Nicola MacNaughton  250-498-3468  250-498-0339  pd53@bctf.ca 54 Bulkley Valley Teachers' Union Kristina Willing  250-847-2231  250-847-2165  pd54@bctf.ca Mary Neto  250-847-2231  250-847-2165  pd54@bctf.ca 55 Burns Lake District Teachers' Union Lisa Mason  250-698-7301  250-698-7349  pd55@bctf.ca 56 Nechako Teachers' Union Cindy Miller  250-996-7126  250-996-7708  pd56@bctf.ca Shawn Lank  250-699-6233  250-699-7753  pd56@bctf.ca 571 Prince George District Teachers' Association Glen Thielmann  250-562-9525  250-564-4875  pd571@bctf.ca 572 Mackenzie Teachers' Association Amber Raycraft  250-963-7060  250-963-7381  pd572@bctf.ca Christa Barnes  250-997-6340  250-997-5075  pd572@bctf.ca Karen Chadha  250-997-6340  250-997-5075  pd572@bctf.ca 573 McBride-Valemount Teachers' Association Brian Hanson    250-566-4551  pd573@bctf.ca Jennifer L'Arrivee  250-569-2295  250-569-2620  pd573@bctf.ca Julia Howard  250-569-2295  250-569-2620  pd573@bctf.ca 591 Peace River South Teachers' Association Angela Connelly    250-782-9604  pd591@bctf.ca 592 Chetwynd Teachers' Association Gysbert Ruiter  250-788-2267  250-788-9729  pd592@bctf.ca 60 Peace River North Teachers' Association Jessica Dmytruk  250-793-9125  250-630-2323  pd60@bctf.ca 61 Greater Victoria Teachers' Association Lucinda Graf  250-727-0188  250-727-2079  pd61@bctf.ca 62 Sooke Teachers' Association Brian Hotovy  250-474-1291  250-478-0738  pd62@bctf.ca Kristine Kosolofski  250-478-3232  250-391-9624  pd62@bctf.ca 63 Saanich Teachers' Association Holly Mair  250-704-4972  250-479-9870  pd63@bctf.ca Sarah Windle  250-652-9261  250-652-2094  pd63@bctf.ca 64 Gulf Islands Teachers' Association James Lightfoot  250-653-9223  250-653-2090  pd64@bctf.ca 65 Cowichan District Teachers' Association Naomi Nilsson  250-748-2251  250-746-7849  pd65@bctf.ca Sabina Reska  250-743-6916  250-743-6915  pd65@bctf.ca 66 Lake Cowichan Teachers' Association Christine Rolls  250-748-0011  250-749-4030  pd66@bctf.ca 67 Okanagan Skaha Teachers' Union Angela Seppola  250-770-7683  250-492-5981  pd67@bctf.ca 68 Nanaimo District Teachers' Association Colleen Skipper  250-758-6892  250-758-2373  pd68@bctf.ca Michael Silverton    250-751-8840  pd68@bctf.ca 69 Mount Arrowsmith Teachers' Association Denise Spencer-Dahl  250-248-3296  250-954-1734  pd69@bctf.ca Lesley Rowan  250-752-5651  250-752-8604  pd69@bctf.ca 701 Alberni District Teachers' Union Stephanie Hopkins  250-723-7522  250-723-7557  pd701@bctf.ca 71 Comox District Teachers' Association Lisa Pedersen-Skene    250-897-0487  pd71@bctf.ca 72 Campbell River District Teachers' Association Adria Anne Gleeson  250-286-0511  250-286-0938  pd72@bctf.ca 73 Kamloops Thompson Teachers' Association David Comrie    250-377-2257  pd73@bctf.ca 74 Gold Trail Teachers' Association Elizabeth Griggs  250-256-4274  250-256-4275  pd74@bctf.ca 75 Mission Teachers' Union Anna Heavenor  604-820-4587  604-820-9505  pd75@bctf.ca 78 Fraser-Cascade Teachers' Association Kathleen Koopman      pd78@bctf.ca 80 Kitimat District Teachers' Association Katherine Johnsen  250-632-6174  888-539-4732  pd80@bctf.ca Michele Sutherland  250-632-2912  888-574-1126  pd80@bctf.ca 81 Fort Nelson District Teachers' Association Shirley Kenney  250-774-6941  250-774-6988  pd81@bctf.ca 83 North Okanagan-Shuswap Teachers' Association Kyla Hadden  250-836-2831  250-836-2664  pd83@bctf.ca 84 Vancouver Island West Teachers' Union Adam Barber    250-761-4234  pd84@bctf.ca Glyn Howell    250-934-6578  pd84@bctf.ca 85 Vancouver Island North Teachers' Association Sarah Soltau-Heller  250-949-6418  250-949-6485  pd85@bctf.ca 861 Creston Valley Teachers' Association Melissa Feragotti  250-428-2051  250-428-2019  pd861@bctf.ca 862 Kootenay Lake Teachers' Association Dennis Larcombe  250-229-4224  250-353-7434  pd862@bctf.ca 87 Stikine Teachers' Association Alithia Gillies    250-771-4343  pd87@bctf.ca Andre Lagace    250-771-4343  pd87@bctf.ca 881 Terrace District Teachers' Union Karen Andrews  250-635-3115  888-456-3464  pd881@bctf.ca 882 Upper Skeena Teachers Jan Thorburn  250-842-5214  888-503-6959  pd882@bctf.ca Shirley Hobenshield  250-849-5484  888-594-2271  pd882@bctf.ca 92 Nisga'a Teachers' Union Charity Peal  250-633-2225  250-633-2669  pd92@bctf.ca Samantha Lambright  250-326-4206  250-633-2916  pd92@bctf.ca Sara Beardsell  250-633-2225  250-633-2669  pd92@bctf.ca 93 SEPF Alain Paquin  604-437-4849  604-437-9630  pd93@bctf.ca Linda Theriault  250-220-6010  250-220-6014  pd93@bctf.ca Monica Monus    604-214-9881  pd93@bctf.ca)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11932&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2000 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 13, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 2000 Next summer, help street children in Oaxaca by Jacqui Birchall Have you ever thought about spending your summer holidays helping homeless children, learning a new language, and meeting wonderful people from around the world who share your ideals? Oaxaca could be the place for you. Oaxaca City, in the State of Oaxaca, is a one-hour flight south of Mexico City. Oaxaca (pronounced wa-HA-ka) is a beautiful Spanish-built colonial city constructed on the ruins of an Aztec settlement. The summers are delightful with temperatures much like those in Vancouver. The surrounding countryside is filled with Zapotec ruins, craft-making villages, and farms where large fields are tilled with hand-held, ox-drawn ploughs. Oaxaca’s beautiful and lively town square is a modest building that yearly changes the lives of some 300 displaced indigenous children and their families. These are mostly Triqui Indians and their parents who come to the city in search of work and food. They generally find neither, and the children frequently die on the streets of this beautiful tourist destination. The children, from toddlers on up, beg all day until about eleven o’clock at night. They drink contaminated water, eat cast out food, and too frequently contract deadly diseases. Poverty means their young bodies are placed in orange crates or Styrofoam cartons for burial. There is no place for a funeral service for these, the disenfranchised. Through my conversations with these captivating and charming street children, I discovered that a small organization is working for change. Oaxaca Streetchildren Grassroots, Inc. is a small non-government organization run by volunteers from around the world. The organization feeds the children, provides medical care, education, clothing, bathing facilities, and the opportunity to go all the way to college should they so desire. It provides classes in the centre so that the children can be brought up to the same level as their counterparts in the state-run schools. Extra schooling is available in the centre to allow them to be successful once they start school. The centre provides the money for school fees and uniforms so that the children can gain an education that will help to break the chain of poverty. The centre needs volunteers. It needs educators, medical personnel, and clever all-round building and painting types who are willing to donate a few weeks a year to work with this wonderful organization. One need not speak Spanish. The Mexicans who run the centre all speak English, the children learn in English. Many of the volunteers are unilingual Brits. The centre particularly needs volunteers in July and August each year. Volunteers need to provide their own accommodation, meals, and flights. Accommodation is available from homestays, hostels, or very comfortable hotels. The centre can help to find accommodation. If volunteers wish to include Spanish lessons as part of their trip, one of the local language schools offers a discount to the centre’s volunteers. The organization has outgrown its present building and needs funding to buy a building. The building has to be in the more expensive town centre because that is where the needy families gravitate in search of tourist dollars. Landlords are unwilling to rent to an organization that caters to some 300 children. Also because of rent controls, landlords will give leases for only six months to a year. Oaxaca Streetchildren Grassroots, Inc. needs more office space, more classrooms, more dining space, more storage space, and sadly, a chapel for the funerals. The executive director is Blandina Velasco Martínez; the educational director of the centre is Rubén de Jesús Flores. Flores was the first street child rescued by Harold and Jodi Bauman, the founders of the organization. Now in his 20s, he is university educated, bilingual, and fiercely energetic. Jodi Bauman spends her days searching the streets for children in despair. There is never enough room or enough money for the number of children. An Englishman, Lawrence Whitehouse, donated the money for the medical room. He and his wife were taken hostage in Yemen, and she was executed in front of him. He used the money donated at her funeral to build the beautiful and cheerfully decorated medical room that is used to treat the children. As well as money, the centre needs medicine, shampoo, soap, and skin creams. This is the only place most of the children have to bathe and change their clothes. Sending clothing and shoe donations is not helpful to the centre as the organization is forced to pay heavy import duties. Taking these items personally to Oaxaca is better. It costs $100 U.S. a year to support a primary aged child, $175 U.S. to support a high school student, and $60 U.S. per month feeds a family with four or five children. The center offers the children classes in English, math, and art. In art classes, the children produce items for sale in the market. The children attend classes two hours a day, six days a week. The centre also has a library. The feeling there is joyous. There is a feeling of hope, of making a difference. There is a lot of time for the children to play, to eat, and to bathe. For the volunteers, it is an opportunity to have an unforgettable vacation, to meet like-minded interesting volunteers from around the world, and, of course to do something wonderful. For more information, or to volunteer, e-mail Jodi Bauman bauman@spersaoaxaca.com.mx and Rubén de Jesús Flores or Blandina Velasco Martínez at streetchildren@spersaoaxaca.com.mx. Jacqui Birchall teaches at Frank Hurt Secondary School, Surrey, and is a member of the Teacher Newsmagazine Advisory Board.)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/news/page/2/,News Archive | Page 2 of 3 | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate News June 2, 2014 Lighting a Spark in Fort St. John Our director of engagement, Pamela Martin, was recently in Fort St. John to speak at the 2014 Spark Women’s Conference — an opportunity for local women professionals to network, learn and be inspired. Pamela was joined by BC Liberal Women’s Network president Janet Smukowich for a great day of engaging with the women who help make the Peace region and BC strong. Here are a few photos from the Women’s Network luncheon that day in Fort St. John. A special thank-you to organizer Shaely Endicott for her great work! May 28, 2014 Convention 2014: Video Highlights Convention 2014 was full of great speakers and moments. Below are full videos from the Free Enterprise Welcome, Prosperity Panel with Pamela Martin, and Premier Christy Clark’s keynote address. BRAD BENNETT HEATHER OLAND STOCKWELL DAY LAURIE STERRITT ANDRÉ CHEVIGNY PROSPERITY PANEL PREMIER CHRISTY CLARK May 28, 2014 $20.17 for 2017 — an investment in BC’s future At our recent Convention 2014, we launched $20.17 for 2017 — an innovative digital campaign to raise the resource we’ll need to win another victory in the next provincial election. This campaign puts the power squarely in your hands to help us keep delivering a strong economy and secure tomorrow for BC. It’s your contribution of $20.17 that will help us reach out to British Columbians across the province, and connect them with our values and our message. By investing $20.17 in our next campaign today, you’re standing up for the BC you want to live in. And you’ll receive two great gifts: a BC Strong bumper magnet for your vehicle, and a word magnet that will look great on your fridge. Click here to learn more and to make your investment: May 13, 2014 Promise Made, Promise Kept PREMIER CHRISTY CLARK’S ONE-YEAR UPDATE   On May 14, 2013, you asked us to keep working towards a strong economy and secure tomorrow. We’ve been working hard every day to keep our promises to you. We promised to keep government spending under control, balanced our budget for the second year in a row, kept taxes low and reduced red tape – and we’ve delivered. Going forward, we’ll stay focused on growing the economy – by investing in skills training that works, getting to yes on projects that create good jobs, and expanding our trade with Asia-Pacific markets. That’s how we’ll continue to invest in health care, education, and the other things we all depend on. As always, you and your family are top of mind. We’re working for you. That’s what you asked for during the last campaign, and my team and I are determined to deliver. Hon. Christy Clark Premier of British Columbia   Balanced Budget and Controlling Spending As promised, we have now balanced the provincial budget two years in a row. In 2014, we are one of the few jurisdictions to do that. We achieved this despite challenging economic times – by making tough but necessary decisions to control government spending. That means careful review of how every public dollar is spent through the Core Review process, which has already saved taxpayers millions. And it has allowed us to keep taxes low while investing in priorities like health care, education, and infrastructure.   Strong Progress on LNG  As promised, your government has worked aggressively to realize B.C.’s liquefied natural gas (LNG) opportunity. This is a once-in-a-lifetime chance to create opportunity that lasts for generations and pay down our debt – so we’ve put aside old divisions to work with labour, industry and First Nations to build the LNG industry. With several major LNG projects acquiring land, laying groundwork, and receiving export licenses, we are well on our way. We are working to make sure that B.C. workers are first in line for the jobs LNG will create, and that local companies and contractors take full advantage of these new opportunities with our LNG Buy-BC program. Cleaner-burning LNG is also the greatest contribution B.C. can make to reducing global carbon emissions, by replacing coal and oil consumption in growing economies like China’s. If China follows through on their plans to convert 4% of their power generation from coal to LNG, it would mean a 90-megaton reduction in greenhouse gases every year – the annual equivalent to shutting down every car, factory, school, and building in B.C. for 18 months.   Skills for Jobs Blueprint As promised, we are re-engineering BC’s education and apprenticeship systems to train the next generation of skilled workers and put them first in line for BC jobs. With about a million job openings expected in BC by 2022, making sure our workers have the right skills is a top priority. So we’re partnering with educators, the private sector, organized labour, and First Nations to make sure students and workers get the training they need. Over the ten years of our plan, BC will be allocating about $3 billion in skills training for high-demand occupations, so more British Columbians are trained and ready for the opportunities that await them.     Jobs and Trade Mission to Asia As promised, increased trade with Asia-Pacific markets is already creating new opportunities for British Columbians. Our exports of lumber, minerals, agri-foods and other BC-made products have grown dramatically in the last few years, reducing our reliance on traditional markets like the United States. Every new dollar of goods sold overseas means more good jobs here at home. That’s why I went to China, South Korea, and Japan in the fall, and Malaysia, Singapore, and Hong Kong so far this year: to establish new relationships with government and industry leaders, help BC companies identify trade opportunities, and send a clear message that BC is open for business.   Strong BC, Strong Canada  As promised, we are working with the Government of Canada on our shared priorities. We successfully negotiated an agreement on the Canada Jobs Grant that will help BC companies hire and train the workers they need. And we are cooperating to build a strong natural resource economy that works for every BC community. BC is ready to step up and be a leader in Confederation, even more than we already are. Because a strong and prosperous BC means a better country – for all Canadians.   An Open Government As promised, we are listening to and consulting British Columbians on an unprecedented scale. Already, the public has been consulted on key issues including liquor law reform, highway speed limits, creating opportunity for people with disabilities, proposed reform of forest tenures, and many local and regional issues – with much more to come. Today’s BC Liberals believe that the people deserve a say in the direction of their province. Through public consultation, we are making each citizen’s voice more important than ever.   Reforming our Liquor Laws  As promised, we are bringing BC’s liquor laws into the 21st century, increasing convenience for consumers and helping to grow the tourism and hospitality sectors. After consulting the public on their wishes and priorities, we have moved forward on reforms that will reduce red tape and barriers to profit while protecting our youth. • This is the kind of leadership you can expect in the years ahead: putting old battles behind us in the relentless pursuit of a strong economy and secure tomorrow for all of BC. It’s what you elected us to do. My team and I are privileged to have your confidence, and we are determined not to let you down.   May 1, 2014 BCL Roundup with Pamela Martin: May 2014 April 14, 2014 Strong BC, Strong Canada Townhall On April 7, Premier Christy Clark and Minister of Jobs, Tourism and Skills Training Shirley Bond held a telephone townhall to update thousands of British Columbians on their recent mission to Ottawa. You can now listen to the full audio recording here: More on the BC and Canadian governments’ joint action to grow the economy and create jobs April 2, 2014 BCL Roundup with Pamela Martin: April 2014 March 1, 2014 BCL Roundup with Pamela Martin: March 2014 February 18, 2014 Balanced Budget 2014 Thanks to fiscal discipline, for the second year in a row British Columbia’s budget is balanced. This is what British Columbians elected us to do – control spending and balance the budget. Another promise made, promise kept. Balancing a budget is the first step to making sure we are on the path to a debt-free B.C. As a result of our fiscal discipline, we are able to make sustainable investments into the programs that matter to British Columbians – like health care, education, and for people who require additional supports such as those served by Community Living BC. Our government is not prepared to compromise future choices and spend more than taxpayers provide us. That would be bad leadership – plain and simple. Because of a balanced budget, we continue to enjoy a Triple-A credit rating and a lower debt service obligations – giving us more money to advance key priorities including: Job growth, skills training and education: Helping families build for the future; and Providing additional resources for individuals and families in need. B.C. is in the very enviable position of being only one of two provinces that are balancing their budgets. To assist with B.C.’s LNG development, we will introduce tax legislation applicable to the LNG industry later this year. Balanced Budget 2014 News Release Here’s Minister de Jong talking about the values on which BC’s balanced budget is based. February 18, 2014 Premier Christy Clark: You need the discipline to say no at budget time CHRISTY CLARK CONTRIBUTED TO THE GLOBE AND MAIL February 18, 2014 I told this story in every town I visited on the campaign trail last year – so often that I almost feel sorry for those reporters who heard it every day. It’s about growing up in suburban Burnaby in a family of six, squeezed into a three-bedroom home with a teacher dad and a stay-at-home mom. They couldn’t afford everything we wanted, but when they died, they left us with no debt – no unpaid loans, no mortgage on the family home. My dad even prepaid his funeral expenses. They were special to us, but not unique for a generation that understood the value of living within one’s means. Governments have the same responsibility. Controlling spending builds the foundation to grow our economy and create jobs. Growth means we can afford services and infrastructure for citizens in the future. The alternative is to spend, borrow, spiral into decline and repeat. In British Columbia on Tuesday, Finance Minister Mike de Jong tabled our government’s second consecutive balanced budget. That’s good news, but all too rare across Canada these days. Each government has unique pressures, but broadly speaking, we face the same set of challenges: a fragile global recovery, stagnant revenues, cherished institutions that cost money. B.C. has learned some things that I hope have value for other jurisdictions. Public-sector wages constitute 57 per cent of our province’s $44-billion annual budget, so it’s important to reach affordable agreements. Our workers and their unions have understood our tough times and shown real leadership. Working together, we have been able to live up to the principle that we do not raise taxes or go deeper into debt to pay for operating costs. In my three years as Premier, we’ve ensured that any modest wage increases have been paid for by the savings that workers and their unions helped identify. Last fall, we established a new mandate: Workers will now receive an additional dividend for economic growth under longer-term agreements. That’s a direct financial stake for workers in growing the economy and certainty for taxpayers, along with uninterrupted service. Leadership matters, so our senior leaders have set an example. Across the core and broader public service, senior executive salaries have been frozen for four years. In 2012, we instituted a 10-per-cent salary cut for any new hires to those ranks. By law, my cabinet colleagues and I must balance our budgets; failure to do so results in our own salaries being cut by a fifth. Affordable wages are particularly important in health care, where $7 out of every $10 goes to salaries, so we’ve chosen to innovate. We’ve implemented ideas like lean-design health care and “pay for performance” in hospitals. Now, as we increase health investments by $2.5-billion over the next three years, we can target that money for more doctors, nurses and better outcomes – not more back offices and paperwork. B.C. currently delivers the second-lowest-cost health care in Canada while providing the best patient outcomes for health concerns such as cancer and cardiac care. These principles are applied across the public service – reducing overhead, sharing administration, bulk purchasing. And we are going one step further with the first core review of government in a decade, to identify what could be done better, more efficiently or maybe not at all. Finally, it may not be colourful enough to make the news, but the most important part is simply having the discipline every day to say no to growing the size of government. It’s hard to do. Many of the calls for new spending are for programs that are close to our hearts. But the reward for holding the line is a triple-A credit rating and that saves billions on interest costs we’d otherwise be sending to the bankers. Balancing the budget is the first step to paying down our debt. You cannot eliminate long-term debt if you don’t first stop overspending every year. Imagine what our children can achieve with the freedom to make their own decisions when it’s their turn to lead, free from the burden of the decisions that our generation made but couldn’t pay for. It’s simple to imagine and hard to achieve. Our parents knew this in their bones. They knew it was unfair to leave us their debts – and our children deserve the same. Christy Clark is Premier of British Columbia. © The Globe and Mail Prev 1 2 3 Next Join the Party bcliberals last tweet "RT @jthornthwaite: Thanks to all the women here at the #NorthShore Women's Network event in #northvan @bcliberals @pamelamartin_bc http://t…" @bcliberals - 02:21am Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "The only kind of orange we support around here ;) #BeautifulBritishColumbia " facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 1st Like BC Liberal Party Christy Clark Follow Featured Articles Sep 19BCTF Members Ratify Agreement Sep 17Education Update: A Message from Premier Christy Clark Sep 4Frequently Asked Questions Upcoming Events Oct 3Tri-Cities Fundraiser Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/issues/research.aspx?id=5852&printPage=true,BCTF > Nanaimo Classroom Teachers Focus Group Report  	Untitled Page  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Issues in Education > Inclusive Education > Research Project Nanaimo Classroom Teachers Focus Group Report Ten Nanaimo teachers were brought together in a Focus Group in early January, 2003. They were asked to respond to the following three questions: Describe your school (size, grade levels, cultural and special needs mix, socio-economic status etc), your experience as a teacher, and your current teaching position/role. Describe the work that you did in the last few years in terms of connections with students with special needs, and/or with ESL students. What changes in your work with students with special needs/ESL students have happened during this school year, and how have these changes affected students’ learning? What do you consider actually or potentially positive or problematic in these changes? Responses to each question are shown below. Describe your school (size, grade levels, cultural and special needs mix, socio-economic status etc), your experience as a teacher, and your current teaching position/role. Ten classroom teachers attended the Focus Group, four from secondary schools, six from elementary schools. While there was a mix of north to south sites represented, the general socio-economic level of schools reflected in this group was somewhat higher than might be expected from a fully representative group. Most of the participants were very experienced teachers, with over twenty years of teaching experience, while two participants had been teaching for five and ten years respectively. There appear to be have been significant differences in these teachers’ experiences, linked to two factors: socio-economic level of the community served by the school, and, for secondary teachers, whether the teacher taught core academic subjects or taught primarily in elective subject areas. For the teachers in poorer school communities, the prevalence of students with special needs seemed higher, and the difficulty in meeting students’ needs much greater. Secondary teachers who taught in primarily academic subject areas had few students with special needs in their classes. Those who taught in elective subject areas reported higher numbers of students with special needs in their classes this school year than last year. Fewer differences were as clear in relation to ESL students, as more ESL students appeared spread across socio-economic levels. However, the minimal level of designated ESL students in Nanaimo’s secondary schools (9% of the total designated ESL population) perhaps reflect the limited comments concerning ESL from secondary teachers in the Focus Group. More comments and discussion were directed at ESD (English as a Second Dialect), which reflects the numbers of aboriginal students in the school district. Describe the work that you did in the last few years in terms of connections with students with special needs, and/or with ESL students. Some teachers reported consistent support for ESL and ESD students over time, while other suggested declining levels of support. Some participants stated that, in elementary schools, there was a reasonable level of support offered over time from district staff who offered some support for ESL/ESD students. Others reported gradually reduced levels of support for ESL/ESD students over several years, with a series of incremental cuts to service. Some teachers reported being more than “maxed-out” with the numbers of students with special needs in their classes, while others said they rarely taught such students. “Maxed-out” referred to the maximum numbers of students with special needs permitted in any one class, in accordance with previous contract language — which has been removed from the current contract. (Clause 20.2.2 in last school year’s contract set a normal limit of two students with special needs in any one class, with a third permitted while waiting for appropriate placement.) In spite of the contract language, secondary teachers of electives also reported a tendency in earlier years to place more students with special needs in their classes, even with contract limits theoretically limiting class composition. One participant stated that each year there would be an increase either in the number of elective classes offered or an increase in the number of students with special needs in the same number of elective classes. Teachers also observed an increase in students they believed to have special needs but who were never designated as such. In contrast, one participant stated that in 25 years of teaching she had never had a Special Education Assistant in her classes, primarily because she taught mainly academic subject areas in the more senior secondary grades. Some teachers reported incrementally-deteriorating services for students with special needs over time. This comment perhaps best reflected the experience of teachers working in schools in lower socio-economic areas. While classroom teachers in these areas noted the reduced services for students, they also stressed that they felt increasingly isolated and less supported over time. There was a combination of factors which in their view appeared linked to reduced support for both students and classroom teachers. One issue was the sporadic or inconsistent nature of support, with specialist support teachers’ time limited or reduced. Similarly, participants saw the only consistency in SEA time being that it would be reduced from year to year. While supports were reduced, meetings related to including students with special needs seemed to increase in frequency but decline in utility. One teacher said “there was no support for me,” while another stated that all the meetings about how to support inclusion were like “fingers in the dike,” with lots of talk but not much action. Special Education Assistants’ time in classes was sporadic and limited. Several participants used terms like “intermittent” and “ad hoc” to describe the allocation of SEAs to their classrooms, and most stated that the time allocation in earlier years was inadequate. Some identified what they believed to be a deterioration in SEA time allocation over the last five years. They also note an increasing tendency over time to place students in classes in ways that would maximize the use of SEAs, so that one SEA could work with several students rather than being allocated to just one child. Some explicitly linked the presence and appropriate time allocation of an SEA as being linked to ensuring effective academic progress for the student: “With a full-time aide the child was a learner and not a seat-warmer.” “There were lots of people coming into my class.” With this statement, classroom teachers were referring to the frequent visits of counsellors, LA, ESL, Special Education teachers, and others, in support of a range of students. There appeared to be a mixed message from the way participants spoke of this. One aspect was conveyed by the term “visits,” which implied that the presence of support personnel in the classroom was short-term and sometimes intrusive. However, another message was that a range of supports existed, and that a range of people with specialist skills were offering some support both to the students in their class, and to the classroom teacher. Both messages were communicated, reflecting positive and negative perspectives. There was a sense, even so, that for these classroom teachers, such “visits” had become more intrusive and less useful over time. Some participants reported increased frustration with the role of the School-Based Team, while others were more positive about support from the team. One teacher said that the school-based team did little “but push paper around,” while another described many “referrals on and on to get students designated” and therefore eligible for some support. In the view of some participants, the school-based team had become firmly established as the process that had to be used in the school for deciding individual programs for students with special needs, but that this process offered little in terms of support either to the student or to the classroom teacher. If so few supports were being offered over time, the participants felt that they were increasingly wasting their time by being involved in school-based team meetings. Those who mentioned feeling supported included one teacher who said “They listen, sometimes have constructive ideas.” However, even this teacher concluded that, after the meeting, minimal help and support was offered to the classroom teacher, stating: “As the classroom teacher, you have to find the solutions.” Several participants mentioned regular and consistent supports from some non-enrolling teachers and non-teaching staff prior to this school year. The efforts of several Counsellors were mentioned as being appreciated by classroom teachers, as were a range of other supports from LA, ESL, Special Education teachers, social workers, and First Nations Support workers. While being appreciated, these efforts were also seen as variable in terms of utility. Sometimes they were seen as very useful, at other times less so, but in the view of these classroom teachers, the specialist support teachers were there and could be called upon when needed. In considering these data from classroom teachers reflecting on the years prior to the current school year, the messages are sometimes mixed and occasionally ambiguous when looking at the responses from the group as a whole. However, responses were much less ambiguous when connected to whether a participant worked in a school which was relatively wealthy or poor. Those teachers working in poorer schools were identifying more intense pressures building up over earlier years, with cuts in staffing and other areas negatively impacting their work. It appeared that for some participants, inclusion of students with special needs, and providing services for ESL students, was a major issue and a strong concern, and these teachers worked in schools serving poorer communities, or taught electives in secondary schools. For others, teaching academic subjects or in wealthier areas, such issues barely impacted on their teaching. Participants stated that levels of staffing and service had declined over several years, while the needs of students seemed to be increasing. There were also a number of comments in different areas that whatever the theoretical supports, the final and substantial responsibility for a child with special needs rested with the classroom teacher. If support for the classroom teacher were inappropriate, complicated, reduced, or eliminated, then the classroom teacher’s ability to meet students’ needs was reduced, and the demands on the teacher increased. What changes in your work with students with special needs/ESL students have happened during this school year, and how have these changes affected students’ learning? What do you consider actually or potentially positive or problematic in these changes? The teachers in this Focus Group had much more to say about what was happening in their schools during this school year than they had to say about previous school years. Some also explicitly stated that they believe the changes this year to be substantively different than the incremental changes of earlier years, with one teacher saying, with some feeling, “It’s really different this year!” Increased class size and changing class composition are causing problems for classroom teachers. One teacher described a class of 34 students, significantly more than last year, and how such a number forced changes in pedagogical approaches: “You just can’t do some things in a class of 34 that you could do with a smaller class.” For teachers in Science labs, there were dramatic changes, with “much less hands-on” and more demonstrations by the teacher. For those subject areas named by one participant as the “soft” sciences, such changes were major. “Soft” sciences were defined as elective Science courses with a less-academic focus. With more students in the labs, safety was an increased risk factor. One participant said that when additional students with special needs were “packed in” to such classes, as they had been this school year, both pedagogy and safety suffered, and the needs of students with special needs were less successfully met than in previous years. Students with special needs were included in such electives because of the electives’ reduced academic content. But with smaller classes they were also engaged in the “hands-on” nature of the courses (where students conducted experiments in labs, for example) which was appropriate to their needs. By increasing the numbers of students overall, and the numbers of students with special needs, the “hands-on” attraction of the courses for such students has been reduced. In the view of these teachers, changing the class composition by increasing the numbers of students with special needs is therefore reducing the quality of education for the students and forcing the teacher to change teaching styles. Participants felt that fewer students were being designated within Ministry high-incidence categories, but that this reduction did not reflect the reality in their schools.(1) Teachers in this Focus Group saw a consistently greater level of needs in their schools, and believed that many students with special needs were no longer being designated in high-incidence categories. In some cases, teachers reported a conscious decision by some schools not to designate unless there were supports available to match the designation. For most, this was seen as a survival mechanism. They explained that with higher class sizes and reduced levels of support, the fear existed that much more was being expected of the classroom teacher, and they simply could not do it all. Designating students with mild or moderate behaviour problems, for example, took time for meetings and discussion of approaches which were not likely to be followed anyway because of the pressures of increased class size, changes in class composition, and reduced support. If they could not deliver what would be ideally planned as a result of designating the student, why bother designating the student in the first place? A similar approach was described for Gifted students in another school, with designations being described as “too much trouble,” and no services being provided. Teachers were somewhat baffled that at the same time as fewer students appeared to be screened for designation by the district, all Kindergarten students were being screened as part of a UBC Early Development Institute (EDI) project. While the nature of the screening may be different, it appeared ironic that external research funds provided for screening one group of students while funds allocated to the district did not allow for similar levels of screening. Some participants believed that ESL/ESD (English as a Second Dialect) support is either being reduced or eliminated in their schools. Several participants spoke of staff who worked in Learning Assistance or in some other non-enrolling support role in previous years, and were now also being allocated responsibility for ESL/ESD support in addition to their initial role. Such blending of roles meant less service in situations where there were fewer people in the roles, and/or reduced time allocation for each component of the blended role, both of which scenarios were happening this school year. The same support services provided by non-enrolling teachers could not be offered with fewer non-enrolling staff, and ESL services were among the first to be reduced or eliminated. Reductions in ESD services were noted which could negatively impact aboriginal students. In one school, a teacher reported that some aboriginal students who once received ESD and Learning Assistance now only received Learning Assistance, and even that at a reduced level than before. ESD programs include culturally-appropriate approaches to the aboriginal students enrolled in the programs; therefore, the removal of ESD services was seen to reduce the focus and use of culturally-appropriate materials and approaches for these students. Participants felt that specialists in blended roles are not able to focus on all the parts of their new jobs. This was not stated as a criticism of the specialist support teachers, but as a reflection of perceived realities in schools. Classroom teachers saw the specialist support teachers as being “incredibly stretched,” and doing the best they could, but all that could be managed were the worst crisis scenarios. The district’s new model of school-based specialist supports removed many highly specialized itinerant staff with a particular area of focus and expertise. In the new model, non-enrolling teachers now have responsibility for some combination of LA, ESL/ESD, and Special Education. Staff who were trained and knowledgeable in one area such as LA or ESL now have jobs which include areas for which they have never been trained and in which they have no experience. For them, and for the school in which they work, decisions have to be made about the best use of their time and skills. In some cases, this means dropping a focus on the gifted, or reducing ESL, or increasing the focus on Learning Assistance. That staff within schools are making such decisions may be a reflection on their need to manage as best they can with less support, but it appears to be encouraging arbitrary school-based decisions concerning which services are offered in schools. For classroom teachers, the issue of blended roles and reduced staffing means that they have less support from specialists, and less access to expertise. The distinction between support and access to expertise is important, as both affect classroom teachers in different ways, but both isolate the classroom teacher from support and advice. This is because classroom teachers used to have access to, say, an ESL specialist, but the person now responsible for ESL in a particular school may have no training or expertise in ESL. If classroom teachers have less support (specialist support time, access to adaptations, appropriate pedagogical approaches, team teaching, modified curriculum resources, etc.) and observe less expertise in a given area, their view of the utility of specialist support appears to be significantly reduced. Participants implied that at some point, either the support works and is of use to the students in their class, and to them as classroom teachers, or it has such limited utility that it can be removed. The less severe the exceptionality, the less the support. This has been noted in other focus groups, where the term ‘raising of the bar” has been used. Some participants noted that in their schools, supports for mild or moderate behaviour students were being removed this year, but had been provided in previous years. Similarly, supports were being reduced in almost every area of Learning Assistance, ESL/ESD, and Special Education, so that only the most severe cases were supported. Participants were concerned for two reasons. The first was that supports for mild or moderate behaviour were seen as important to prevent the escalation of more severe behaviour, and were therefore effective and useful. The second reason was that by “raising the bar,” the school system is essentially reducing educational opportunity for many students. With an inclusionary policy, students are physically included, but inclusion means much more than that. If supports are so restricted that only the most extreme cases can access them, then the system is essentially reducing opportunities for many students, excluding them from learning effectively, and making the policy a sham. Teachers do not have much more to give, and students are “falling through the cracks because too much is being asked of teachers.” Several of the participants said they were not “sure of all the labels” of designation for students with special needs. Sometimes they are not sure if a given student is actually designated or not. Teachers in this Focus Group indicated that a difference between this year and last was that there appeared to be an acceptance that some students will “fall through the cracks” caused by less effective support systems. They also stated that some of these students will likely leave the school system prematurely, when they might have stayed with better levels of support. Several teachers in this Focus Group stated that they did not have much more to give, and that while they regretted students’ dropping out, they could do little about it: “There are lots of times when the kids are not getting rescued by the AO, by the counsellor, by me. I just don’t have it to give. Those we could once ‘resuscitate’ are now drifting off, fading away. I have no idea where they’ve gone.” Participants considered the School-Based Team as “Triage.” This unusual metaphor implied that the school-based team divided students with special needs into three categories: the first being those who needed help immediately, a second group who could wait for service, and a third group who were beyond help and would not receive service. While the literal interpretation of the metaphor perhaps appears exaggerated, the concept suggests a radically different mode of operation that that intended for school-based teams. Instead of a collaborative and responsive unit addressing a wide variety of needs, the teams had, in the view of these classroom teachers, become an emergency response unit, only catering to the most desperate of needs. The teachers believed that even if teams were only addressing the most serious cases, there were few supports to meet most identified needs in those cases before the team. Because of this gap between needs and available supports, classroom teachers in this focus group believed that school-based teams were becoming increasingly ineffective, and that they were less likely to ask for access to the team this school year. One participant said “they tell us when to come, not the reverse.” The apparent demise of the school-based team’s utility to classroom teachers offers another area in which models and structures of supports for students with special needs, and for teachers, appear increasingly fragile and problematic. Ideally the team offers collective expertise and solutions with resources to promote students’ effective learning, accompanied by supports for the classroom teacher. But as the triage metaphor demonstrates, addressing the most severe crisis is far from the ideal. If the capacity of the team to provide supports is much reduced, can the team still function in a spiral of reduced collaboration, less support, fewer adaptations, less specialist support and SEA time? What is currently described as triage may, if continued, make the school-based team an irrelevance which can be removed, downloading responsibility for students with special needs to the classroom teacher. This would reduce the effectiveness of services for students with special needs, as the collective planning, consultation, and programming process utilizing a wide range of expertise would no longer exist. Linked to the reduced capacity of the school-based team to support classroom teachers was the limited, or in some cases non-existent, support for the writing of IEPs, or for implementing recommendations in the IEPs. What appeared to be an increasingly common question among these classroom teachers regarding IEPs was “Why bother?” In the view of several participants, there seemed little point in wasting time writing a plan when there was little chance of following such a plan because the time, resources, and support staff would not be available at levels that could make an IEP work in practice. Taken with other data from the group, the comments suggested that some of these classroom teachers were feeling increasingly isolated and unsupported, to the extent that some were feeling much more negative about inclusionary processes. They stated that the cuts in staffing left classroom teachers with all the responsibilities and problems associated with inclusion of a diverse range of learners, but removed once-provided supports. This year some students with special needs are receiving service at the same or better level than they were receiving last year. Participants described “pockets of excellence,” where some students with special needs were accessing a productive and useful combination of adapted or modified programs, and SEA and specialist support, so that the students were engaged in learning. However, such pockets appeared very limited and unrepresentative of supports for most students with special needs. Where such pockets existed, they reflected the fact that schools could provide a positive inclusionary experience when the right combination of supports were in place. While participants welcomed this, they were very concerned that such pockets were isolated exceptions rather than the norm for all students. Focus group participants felt that staffing cuts, redeployments, and reconfigurations are reducing collegiality, collaboration, and efficiency. Fewer classroom and specialist support teachers, changed roles for specialist support staff, reduced SEA time, more part-time work by both teachers and SEAs, and blended roles, were all mentioned, as were changes in staff numbers, deployments, and configurations. Participants felt that such changes were negatively impacting their work. It took longer to know who was in a role, and whether that role included, say, Learning Assistance or writing an IEP. There appeared to be less continuity in roles and time allocations this school year, so that many classroom teachers and specialist support staff were taking much longer to work out who did what, and whether any supports were available. Patterns and relationships developed over time were disrupted as district/itinerant specialist support staff were cut or redeployed into school-based supports, or as SEA time was cut. Cuts, redeployments, and structural reconfigurations (which person was delivering which service) appeared to be affecting both services and relationships as schools struggled to provide services to students. In one situation, a teacher stated that the views of those staff who were new to a particular process or school, were “less accepted” by those who had been in the process or school for a longer period. Changes in staffing levels, deployment, and configuration seemed to be negatively affecting teachers’ ability to collaboratively address the needs of students, and to significantly slow down processes which in turn slowed down the delivery of supports to both students and classroom teachers. One example was provided of a Learning Assistance teacher who had responsibility for producing a large number of IEPs, with the result that she saw no students until months into the school year. Conclusion There was very mixed evidence of changes in Special Education and ESL from participants in this Focus Group. For some, changes are similar to changes that have occurred in other school years, and are a predictable part of working as a teacher. These teachers worked mainly in schools which served middle or higher socio-economic communities, and/or taught mainly academic subject areas in secondary schools. For others, who taught in schools serving lower socio-economic communities, the changes are more significant, with increased class size, more students ,and fewer supports. What appears most disturbing, however, are the comments which indicate a crumbling system of support for inclusive education. Inclusion is a provincial policy, yet these comments indicate that some pivotal support structures appear to be diminishing rapidly. Whatever the model which theoretically exists, these classroom teachers believe there are more students with special needs than are identified, a belief supported by provincial data which show 8% fewer high-incidence designations this school year. They identified problems with reduced support structures, from assessment to IEP planning and writing, school-based teams, access to specialist support staff and SEAs. Several warning signs were provided by teachers in this Focus Group, especially from those who work in lower SES schools: the responsibility for inclusion is being dumped onto them as support and resources are reduced or withdrawn. They are dealing with this responsibility in a variety of ways, but often by rejecting processes which force them to spend time in meetings but which offer no subsequent supports. Some comments indicated classroom teachers were becoming more assertive about placements or support, which may also be the early signs of a reaction against inclusion. The inclusionary system is not collapsing, but there are questions as to whether it can be sustained with fewer supports for, and more demands on, classroom teachers. The teachers in this focus group appeared to be saying that provincial and district policies have not changed, but many structures, people, and systems that previously made such policies workable have been reduced or eliminated. As less support is offered, more is expected of the classroom teacher. After years of gradual cuts, some are simply saying that they have little more to give. One stated “I hardly noticed Christmas this year, I was in such bad shape, exhausted.” Much of this exhaustion was the result of reduced supports for inclusion. Unless supports are increased, there may be an increased likelihood of teachers’ assertiveness turning into a backlash against inclusion. Charlie Naylor BCTF Research January 2003 ____________________________ (1) Data from Ministry of education Standard report 1585 (Special Education Enrolments) indicates that there has been a provincial decline in high incidence designation of 8.2% in 2002/03 compared to 2001/02. This is more likely attributable to non-designation of high incidence students, than a real decline in the numbers of such students.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=10476,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 19, Number 4, January/February 2007 The global accountability juggernaut and you by Ritchie Kendrick Juggernaut: (n) 1 an overwhelming force or object. 2 an institution or notion to which persons blindly sacrifice themselves or others. Unfortunately, the likely sacrificial victim of this accountability juggernaut is our own public education system. We need to be concerned about this obsession with accountability and its impact on our schools. This drive toward standardization and accountability is nothing new in the global arena. Just look toward the UK and the US to see how this obsession has negatively impacted their public schools through competition, funding, and testing. They have successfully corralled teaching into a narrow framework with limited goals and objectives. This narrow focus on testing for a few basic skills is squeezing out other school subjects deemed non-essential and too expensive. In BC, expansion from Grades 4 and 7 FSAs to standardized assessments at all elementary grades is in progress. Many districts in BC have already implemented these district-wide assessments or are attempting to move in this direction with the introduction of Grades 3 and 6 assessments. These and the creation of provincial Grades 10 and 11 exams barely scratch the surface of where we are headed. This is not just empty rhetoric but a reality. Once standardized testing is commonplace, it’s an easy progression to extend control into the classroom (through curricular content and teaching methodology) that further weakens teacher autonomy. Our politicians have failed to learn the lessons from our American and British cousins. In the UK, the Office for Standards in Education (Ofsted) is a government watchdog established in 1992. The invasive nature of this department has led to a severe decline in the quality of a teacher’s work life. Regular reports on schools and classrooms have seriously undermined teacher autonomy and caused a dramatic increase in teacher loss through stress and workload. This acknowledgment of the British condition is recognized by a well-known British actor, Richard Griffiths (Uncle Vernon in the Harry Potter films), who plays a teacher in a new film, The History Boys. Griffiths’ character laments that instead of pursuing knowledge for its own sake, education is now regarded as an accumulation of facts and strategies to be put to practical use, "the inculcating of enthusiasm for intellectual ideas and the improvement of the human condition, what is it to love, what is it to discover the meaning of loyalty, treachery, cruelty, kindness, sweetness, sourness... these things shape every one of us for the rest of our lives, and they’re not debated any more, they’re not understood any more, they’re not addressed by the school curriculum." When asked why, he states, "There isn’t an exam for it—so what the hell?" Recent developments in the US, which allow some states to use a pilot program called a "growth model" to more effectively measure student progress over time, give hope that change is in the air for the No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB). Educational partners in the US have echoed the concerns we have in BC: "...it is evident that test-driven external accountability has not advanced equity on a large scale, as the disparity in achievement among different racial and socioeconomic groups of students persist before and after NCLB." (J. Lee, Harvard University) Parent groups have also aired concerns—Michelle Kirk, PTO president, says it has caused educators to "overtest" and focus their lessons so students learn only the standards on the tests. "Sometimes there are other things that are important too," but the push is, "if it’s not measurable, then... don’t teach it." This sounds all too familiar doesn’t it? NEA President Reg Weaver, while not exactly painting a picture of Shangri La, does at least show a chink in the armor of the NCLB Act. "We are encouraged that [they’re] moving away from measuring student progress under the current snapshot approach and toward a more reasoned growth model... This is a step in the right direction... Accountability systems should help students learn and succeed in an increasingly interconnected 21st Century economy." Both the US and UK models, touted by Bush and Blair as being the savior of the public education system have failed to live up to their hype. So what have these developments in the UK and the US got to do with us in BC? Well, you would think that our government would reflect on the impact these accountability programs have had on the American and British systems. The growing resistance, to the NCLB in the US and Ofsted in the UK, and the resulting demand for change should ring a bell of caution in our political leaders. Why they don’t see the damage caused by this accountability juggernaut is anyone’s guess. But, whatever the reason, their agenda to push us into a quagmire of data-driven management‚ must be resisted. Failure, to get real‚ dialogue on authentic assessment and stop this madness, will hurt our students and the public education system for years to come. So, how do you put the brakes on this accountability juggernaut? The experience of our colleagues in the US and UK should be a warning to us, because although there is evidence of some backpedalling by the bureaucrats and political leaders, the evidence is still there to show how difficult it is to move them away completely from such a well-entrenched ideology. If we want to avoid the establishment in BC of an educational structure that resembles the UK or US models we need to continue our efforts to engage our educational partners in a dialogue that questions the logic of such programs and the long-term negative impacts. Failing that, we need to be prepared to engage in a campaign of passive resistance. Or as Gandhi put it—engage in Satyagraha. Standing firm for what we know is right may be our only redress. Ritchie Kendrick is president, South Okanagan Similkameen Teachers’ Union. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=10192&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 6, May/June 2003 Un nouveau souffle dans les voiles du bilinguisme Le gouvernement canadien a lancé récemment son Plan d’action pour donner un nouvel élan à la politique des langues officielles. Stéphane Dion, ministre des Affaires intergouvernementales et responsable de la coordination de la politique des langues officielles, se dit convaincu que ´ notre dualité linguistique dans un monde où les communications explosent, où les cultures se rencontrent et où l’ouverture aux autres et la connaissance des langues deviennent un atout de plus en plus important ª (p. X) sera une des clés de notre succès futur en tant que pays. Le Plan d’action nous rappelle fermement que la dualité linguistique fait partie de nos racines et qu’on se doit d’être fidèle à notre histoire. Un peu plus de 98 % des habitants parlent le français ou l’anglais. Ce double héritage doit être accessible à tous les Canadiens et Canadiennes qui veulent en profiter. Non seulement un droit historique, la dualité linguistique est aussi un atout pour l’avenir. Suffit-il de se rappeler que le français est une langue officielle de 24 pays et l’anglais de 40. Ces deux langues sont parmi les six langues de travail des Nations unies. Le Canada appartient aussi à la Francophonie qui regroupe 48 pays ainsi qu’au Commonwealth qui en rassemble 54. Enfin, en Europe, l’anglais et le français sont les langues le plus fréquemment identifiées comme deuxième langue apprise. Les trois axes du Plan d’action, soit l’éducation, le développement des communautés et une fonction publique exemplaire, contribueront à donner ce grand élan à la nouvelle politique des langues officielles. Les mesures qui seront adoptées dans ces trois domaines se retrouveront dans un cadre d’imputabilité et de coordination. L’éducation est une orientation importante et comprend deux volets : l’éducation dans la langue de la minorité et l’enseignement d’une langue seconde. L’éducation forme la société ; ainsi, le gouvernement lui confère le rôle de pilier de la politique des langues officielles. Des sommes supplémentaires à l’échelle nationale de 137 millions pour les programmes de langues seconde et de 209 millions pour l’éducation dans la langue de la minorité francophone et anglophone seront réparties sur 5 ans. Ces contributions permettront de bâtir sur ce qui a déjà été accompli. Ainsi, le gouvernement espère que la clientèle scolaire en milieu minoritaire continuera à augmenter comme elle le fait depuis 15 ans et que les défis que posent la qualité des programmes pourront être en partie résolus. Quant à l’apprentissage de la langue seconde, il est à souhaiter que les sommes additionnelles contribueront à freiner le ralentissement du taux d’inscription dans les programmes de langue seconde et permettent de renouveler le matériel pédagogique, de former un personnel enseignant qualifié et de réduire le taux de décrochage au secondaire. L’éducation étant de compétence provinciale, la répartition des sommes allouées à ce domaine se fera en partenariat avec chacune des provinces et chacun des territoires. La Coalition de l’Immersion française, composée d’une douzaine d’organismes éducatifs, s’est réunie à deux reprises pour identifier les défis auxquels font face les intervenantes et intervenants dans ce dossier. Parmi les nombreux défis soulevés, le plus sérieux demeure toujours celui de la pénurie du personnel enseignant. Et c’est pour aider à résoudre ce défi que les membres de la coalition ont décidé de présenter conjointement des initiatives au Ministère de l’éducation. Un dossier à suivre. Synopsis The federal government has unveiled its action plan for official languages which promises an infusion of additional sums of money for minority language as well as second language education. All stakeholders in B.C. have met to identify the challenges that need financial support. – Paule Desgroseilliers)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=14910,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2008 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 20, Number 4, January/February 2008 10,580 homeless in BC A survey conducted by Opposition Critic for Homelessness, David Chudnovsky, shows that there are a minimum of 10,580 homeless people in BC. Front-line workers across the province, in more than 60 municipalities, reported on their local situations. Chudnovsky wrote to the Minister Responsible for Homelessness, Rich Coleman, asking for government figures on homelessness. When no response was received, Chudnovsky’s office took on the task of contacting cities and municipalities across the province. City Homeless Count* Abbotsford 400 Armstrong 0 Burnaby 180 Campbell River 35 Castlegar/Trail 10 Chetwynd 30 Comox Valley 200 Cowichan Valley (Duncan) 200 Cranbrook 50 Dawson Creek 100 Delta** 11 Fernie 20 Fort Saint James 125 Fort Saint John 100 Fraser Valley (Hope, Chilliwack, Mission) 184 Grand Forks 30 Hazelton 0 Houston 20 Kamloops 300 Kelowna 279 Kitimat 0 Langley 100 Lillooet 20 Lower Sunshine Coast 200 Mackenzie 0 Maple Ridge/Pitt Meadows 80 Merritt/Princeton 30 Nanaimo 225 Nelson 250 New Westminster** 92 North Shore 200 Oliver 100 Osoyoos 20 Parksville/Qualicum 10 Penticton 130 Port Alberni 112 Port Hardy & Port McNeil 75 Powell River N/A Prince George 1,050 Prince Rupert 80 Queen Charlotte Islands 50 Quesnel 140 Richmond** 33 Salmon Arm/Sicamous/Enderby 100 Saltspring 23 Smithers 50 Squamish & surrounding area 200 Summerland N/A Surrey** 371 Terrace 35 Tri Cities 200 Vancouver 2,300 Vanderhoof N/A Vernon 150 Victoria 1550 Whistler & surrounding area 200 Williams Lake 130 100 Mile House 0 TOTAL 10,580 *Except when otherwise noted, these numbers are estimates provided by front-line workers who deal with homelessness in each community on a daily basis. In many cases, they have given assurances that the numbers are minimum estimates. **The numbers for these metro Vancouver municipalities are taken from the outdated 2005 count. In all other metro municipalities the number of homeless since that time has increased by a minimum of 78%. If we were to project that minimum increase on these four municipalities, it would increase the total by 891. For detailed survey results, please visit www.davidchudnovsky.bc.ca. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=16500,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2008 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 1, September 2008  Community forum urges end to discrimination against vulnerable children By Susan Fonseca Nearly a hundred people came together on Saturday, June 7, 2008, at Trinity Western University for a Community Forum hosted by the Langley Teachers' Association and their education partners, CUPE 1260 and parents of students with special needs. CUPE 1260 President Donna Mason hosted the day's events. Irene Lanzinger welcomed the participants and spoke of the common themes emerging from community forums being held around the province: the need for the provincial government to be more transparent about the funding and resolve the class-size, composition, and caseload problems, and the emergence of strong community coalitions to fight to save their neighbourhood schools. Dr. Ken Pudlas of TWU's Faculty of Education welcomed the opportunity to participate in a genuine dialogue, "a sincerely and honestly felt...exchange of ideas and opinions" about the challenges and opportunities in special education. He commended the Langley Special Education Inquiry Report for the stories it tells. "It is important that we hear each other's story; that we derive a moral from the stories; that we derive enduring understandings, and; that we work together to value and empower one another toward competence, in community for the good of all students. We need a common vision that brings hope and optimism—and perseverance." Professor Pudlas led the opening plenary panel discussion which included Gail Chaddock-Costello, Langley special education teacher; Lekeyton, Aboriginal parent and community leader; Joyce Griffiths, special education assistant from CUPE Local 389 North Vancouver; Rick Moore, parent advocate and plaintiff in special needs court challenge; Wendy Johnson, retired HD Stafford principal; Charley Beresford, Victoria school trustee and executive director of the Columbia Institute; and Robert MacFarlane, parent of HDSS students. Beresford lamented the "culture of compliance among school trustees" as they vote for more and more school closures rather than demand a funding formula from Victoria that supports neighbourhood schools and allows for effective tracking of where funds are spent. She said that "the secret to saving public education is local coalitions" such as the one growing in Langley. Johnson agreed that "someone needs to take the Ministry of Education on about the funding formula and I hope the BCTF will continue to do that." MacFarlane spoke of the Langley district's "hands-off policy." He decried the districtës "lack of any sense of community or vision as they lurch from decision to decision" closing and reconfiguring schools and criticized them for taking their "eyes off the kids." More than 3,000 students will be dramatically impacted and dislocated this fall by the decisions made by the majority of the Langley Board of Education in highly controversial 4 to 3 votes this past year. The keynote speaker, Rick Moore, is the plaintiff in a court challenge before the B.C. Court of Appeal for the North Vancouver school district's discrimination against his special needs son, 11 years ago. The Moores' early victory before the Human Rights Tribunal was recently overturned by the Supreme Court of B.C., but the Moores are persevering with their court case to benefit other families with children in the system today. Moore said, "Our story does typify what many families face. We were prodding the system from the beginning. We were never adversaries of the system." Eventually, however, Moore, a bus driver, and his wife, a secretary, were driven from the public system in order to find the services that their son needed to be successful in school. Moore said they could barely afford private school and were angry that they had to leave the public system. "It was that anger that led me to pursue a legal case...It's ironic, because I really believe in the public system...When we started our court case everyone in the public system including the teachers had a 'circle-the-wagons approach.' Since then, there's been a great change in attitude, especially the teachers. We have a lot of really gifted teachers in the system and we appreciate the support from the BCTF for our court challenge. Before it's too late we need to give other parents a sense of hope or they're going to give up on the public system...We have to win." Many others agreed with Moore that early diagnosis of learning disabilities is critical to children's success. He observed that "by Grade 4, kids are already damaged because they didn't get the early diagnosis." He wondered aloud why the Ministry of Education requires all Grade 4 students to write FSA tests, but won't mandate early testing of all primary students for learning disabilities. "We need early identification and early remediation. IEP's have to mean something. I can't help but think of all the kids we've lost since we started the case 11 years ago." Forum participants included parents, teachers, TWU student teachers, and special education assistants. Langley trustees Joan Bech, Stacy Cody, and Sonya Paterson also attended along with former trustee Diane Pona. Ten facilitated workshops on various topics were held in morning and afternoon sessions and their collective recommendations were reported out at the end of the day and will form the framework for future actions. The closing plenary gave the last word to parents Donna Gilbert, Lou Beer, Tracy Wright, and Cecelia Reekie. They spoke of their frustrations in dealing with the system and trying to advocate for appropriate services for their children, but ended with a positive note of hope that the growing coalition of voices in Langley will amplify their concerns and lead to improvements and more transparency in the system. The Community Forum adjourned with hope for a successful court challenge and a growing awareness among all stakeholders that we share a common determination and value a common goal—to uphold a quality public education system where all students can be successful in their neighbourhood schools. Notably, in the weeks immediately following the June Forum, both Wendy Johnson and Robert MacFarlane publicly announced their candidacies for trustee seats in the November school board election. We anticipate a lively election campaign where teachers will be actively engaged in a local campaign to elect a new board that will be responsive and accountable to the community. Susan Fonseca is president of the Langley Teachers' Association. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13730&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 1997 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 10, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 1997 Social Studies—The Neglected Waif by Pat Clarke It is 2002, and the Ministry of Education has just received the report of the provincial learning assessment of the digital-techno-computer-ed program. The results are disappointing. Students in Grades 7 and 10 have shown a decline in performance of almost 5% from the last assessment, the worst decline ever recorded on any provincial learning assessment in any subject since the assessment program began in the 1970s. A 5% decline is no trifling matter. It doesn’t look like much, but when it is applied to a provincial assessment instrument administered to 10,000 students, it shows a very significant change for the worse. The ministry receives the results and replies, “Well don’t worry, be happy, we have a new curriculum that should fix the problems. No further comment.” The teachers of this subject have seen the miracle-working new curriculum, and, knowing the content, resources, and overall objectives, they have declared it the same old jalopy with a new hood ornament. The people who wrote the assessment’s conclusions say the same. They have gone further, saying there should be a thorough review of the general purposes and practices of the whole subject. They go on to emphasize that, based on the assessment results, so many students are not acquiring sufficient skills in the subject that they may be unable to function effectively in the economies of the 21st century. What will happen next? The B.C. Business Council will likely weigh in with a news conference on the dismal state of B.C. schools, on students’ inadequate preparation for the work place, and so on and on. The Vancouver Sun will feature an editorial pontificating and finger pointing. Open-line programs will be buzzing with chatter about how our schools are failing us. The premier will be cornered at the airport and, pressed to comment, say something like, “We’ll look into it.” The Ministry of Education can thank the positions of the planets that this is only an hallucination. It is 1997, and although we have an assessment result that says precisely the same thing, it is on social studies, so who cares. The recently completed provincial learning assessment for social studies has had the same experience dust bunnies have with Hoover. Somebody in the corridors of power hates this report. Maybe it has something to do with conclusions like this: “The results of this assessment (and particularly those in Grades 7 and 10) reinforce our observations that social studies education, as prescribed in the current curriculum, may have fallen into a pattern of neglect. We believe that social studies, for a variety of reasons—including the effects of education change, public priorities, inadequate resources, and a dated curriculum—has become marginalized to such an extent that it is no longer perceived as a core element of the British Columbia curriculum…. We believe that we can fairly state that there may be a substantial number of students leaving the B.C. school system with only marginal abilities in such important contemporary citizenship skills as detecting bias, distinguishing between fact and opinion, and developing a reasoned argument. The social consequences of a potentially gullible citizenry should be apparent.” The ministry’s highlights package, sent to schools in mid-October, makes no mention of any of the most cogent comments in the assessment. The highlights document leaves most observers thinking everything is OK and that whatever problems exist with social studies will be solved by the new curriculum. The assessment itself says exactly the opposite. The new curriculum is too much like the old one, and, old curriculum or new, teachers have recognized the inadequacies and are frantically improvising to keep social studies relevant. We need help, and no one with the resources and authority to provide that help seems to be concerned. If only it were digital-techno-computer ed. Then we would see some action. But it is only social studies. It is only about citizenship, social responsibility, critical thinking, global awareness, and the future of the planet. This assessment proves that social studies has indeed become the neglected waif of the B.C. school curriculum. Teachers have been overwhelmed by the pace and vagaries of education change, and this particular subject is one of the victims. No time, no resources, no public concern. The state of social education, social studies, must at least be worth a look, given what this assessment tells us. “…a large proportion of our student population may lack a sufficient knowledge base to make informed decisions regarding public affairs or civic responsibilities.” What could be more compelling? What is more important than answering this challenge? Pat Clarke is an assistant director in the BCTF’s Professional Development Division.)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=21685,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > October 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 23, Number 2, October 2010   Readers write  The TTOC debate This is in response to a letter “Respect our retired teachers who are TTOC,” Teacher, September 2010. It is unfortunate that the author of the above article views some colleague’s remarks as critical and intimidating and that, ”It is not appropriate in times of financial crisis or devastating government policy to turn inward to the teachers in our profession who choose to work after they have retired.” I feel certain what the author really means is that name-calling is never appropriate. However, having said that, the author then proceeds to describe the assumption of others who hold differing opinions, in terms such as petty and shortsighted, before presenting the arguments in support of the position on the employment of retired teachers. It is also difficult to determine from the letter whether the author’s view embodies the notion that retired teachers have a right to a TTOC position even if displacing a non-retired person is the consequence. For example, the author says “there is an assumption being made that a retired teacher is taking away employment from a younger colleague.” If unemployment of non-retired people is not the issue then what is the debate all about? It is my view as a retired teacher that TTOC jobs should go first to the unemployed or underemployed non- retired teacher, and if the position can not be filled in that manner, it should then be offered to those who have chosen to retire and could possibly be experiencing those hardships outlined by the author. Bob Aitchison, Coquitlam (retired)  Wi-Fi speculation In the latest issue of Teacher, there is an article on WiFi that contains rampant speculation and amounts to fear-mongering. I refer you to a Q&A on this topic put together by the BBC: http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/technology/6677051.stm   I don’t know if WiFi is 100% safe, but I’m going to trust the World Health Organization, before I listen to a random person with no apparant qualifications. Lynn Quiring used to run a website called cellphoneradiationsos.com and has articles in all sorts of sketchy places on the Internet about this. How about leaving science to the scientists? I look forward to your article on alien abductions in the next issue. Colin McLellan, Richmond  Bullying still rampant In response to “Bullying won’t stop any time soon” (Teacher, May/June 2010), I share Deb Taylor’s contempt for Christy Clark’s abuse of her public position as a commentator for CKNW. Her hatred of teachers and public education are notorious and blatant. But I take issue with the idea that real inroads are being made against bullying. As far as I can see, it is as rampant now as it has ever been. In fact, it is worse, due primarily to well meant but largely ineffective “antibullying programs” that rely on an unfounded view of human nature that takes as its foundational premise that people will respond positively to positive treatment. True for some, but decidedly not the case for many. All teachers know that students come from diverse home circumstances. Moreover, children, like adults, have innate personality traits that are often highly, or even completely, resistant to any change or modification. For some, counselling, restorative justice, and many of the other techniques and approaches for reducing and mitigating aggression will work and so they must be tried. But the question arises, what happens when these don’t work? What is to be done with a child who sees such efforts merely as weaknesses to be exploited in order to engage in further depredations among their peers (or even against teachers, as we all well know)? Because we have constructed a largely consequence-free environment in schools, these questions have taken on a degree of urgency but are not being given the serious consideration they require. A child who is sufficiently determined can simply weather all the interventions, suspensions, and reasoning and continue to wreak havoc. Eventually, school authorities are forced to give up and simply try and manage the risk to other students as best they can. Even district level discipline committees, once able to discharge an incorrigible student, are now being overruled by yet another level of “oversight” designed to “keep them in school” at any cost, no matter the consequences for other students. Couple that with parents who are either in denial about the behaviour of their own children or whose attitude and behaviour is even worse than that of their child and you have the recipe for the unfettered abuse of students by bullies. There needs to be serious and swift consequences for bullying, which means those consequences have to be spelled out and the amount of due process has to be reduced. By all means try the gentle persuasion approach first. But if that doesn’t work, persistent bullies have to be removed and remanded to the custody of their parents, permanently if necessary, for the sake of the rest of the students. Scott Goodman, Courtenay  Education news from down under This summer I was lucky enough to spend eight weeks with my family travelling around Australia. While in the country, a federal election took place, and it was interesting to see the contrast between how important public education is to Australian politicians versus British Columbian politicians. Politicians from all parties from the right-wing Liberal/National coalition to the Greens and the ruling Labour party all made significant policy promises to an electorate increasingly concerned with the ability of the education system to meet the future needs of Australian children. During the global financial crisis, Australia spent much of its stimulus money building and refurbishing school buildings as part of its commitment to improving public education. Even after this multi-billion dollar capital investment, politicians across the spectrum pledged millions to improve learning conditions. The Labour Party pledged to give every school a $70,000 grant to provide release time to new teachers and mentors to help retain new teachers. The Liberals pledged a $10,000 grant to entice professionals with math and engineering degrees to switch to teaching, in order to address the skills shortage. The Green Party pledged that they would use their Senate stronghold to rollback private-school tax funding to 2003 levels and redirect the funds to public schools. In the end, all three parties received support and a governing coalition consisting of Labour, Greens, and two independents, formed government. One certain thing will come from this government if it lives to fulfill its three-year mandate, and that will be continued investment in the education of children. Australians understand that as a small resource-based economy, it will be investments in education and innovation that allows them to compete internationally with their giant neighbours in India and China. We see precious little of that same understanding at both the provincial and federal levels in Canada, despite also being a small resource-based economy with a giant neighbour. Matt Pearce, Prince George   Raise awareness on the culture of gendering I want to thank David Butler for his article gender ideology. Differences go beyond sexual identity, but are personal traits variable in time regardless of gender. We want our students to live up to their own potentials, not to the ones we prefer. One strong example is the fact that in primary level, we have gender-assigned toilets. Some of our Kindergarten classes still have their own toilet in the classroom for every student to share. I remember seeing in small rural primary schools in France, schools with only one washroom for all the students. It didn’t seem to pose any problem. I even remember witnessing a boy passing toilet paper under the separating wall to a girl next door. (In fact, the washroom was situated in an area that seemed like stalls in a porch.) I thought it funny because it seemed nothing but natural to them, when I felt boys and girls in Canada would be uncomfortable in such a situation. Why should it be? What is the sound explanation even to have gender assigned toilets in our primary schools? The gendering culture is still as strong but it is expressed differently in Canada. More toys and clothes in stores are genderized and grouped by gender than before. Teachers can help make a difference, but the genderizing pressure is strong. We need to still raise awareness on the culture of gendering. Vicky Grenier, Mission     Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2014/09/tentative-agreement-yes-or-no.html?showComment=1411085283709,Staffroom Confidential: Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, September 16, 2014 Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Despite what I know was a herculean effort on the part of our bargaining team, I very much hope that BC teachers will vote no to the tentative agreement. After five weeks of strike, and twelve years of legal battles, this is not the deal that will restore sanity to public education and it is not a fair deal for teachers and students. Just as teachers in Saskatchewan rejected a deal to ensure a better outcome, I hope BC teachers will consider a no vote to let our team know we have to go back to the bargaining table. Class size, composition The agreement provided a modified LIF fund starting at $75 million per year and increasing to $85 by the last year. It is for teachers only, which will mean a slight improvement in Districts where sizeable portions were spent on Education Assistants or senior District staff rather than teachers. However, in an average size District like Victoria (20,000 students, 1,000 teachers), this will translate into about 5-10 more teachers. That is one for every five schools. To put it in comparison, Justice Griffin's judgement estimated the lost funding due to lost class size language at about $330 million in current dollars. (Read more here about the proposed Education Fund.) I heard so many teachers speak up about the need to ensure that we do not return to over-crowded classes when the strike ends. This agreement does very little to alleviate what is the most pressing issue. Throwing away the court victory The agreement provides a "reopener" in the event we win on appeal our class size language. What this means is that the language returns, but is not implemented until new language is negotiated. Without the actual implementation of the returned language, there will be very little incentive for the government to bargain it back. We would essentially be back in the very same position we are in today, with government trying to bargain it out and us trying to bargain it back in. In my opinion, even if we were legislated back to work we would be in a superior position. If we won the appeal the government would then be forced to implement the language. We are thus throwing away our historic court victory and the bargaining pressure it potentially creates. The reopener is really only mildly less offensive than E80. In both cases, we have to bargain back what was illegally taken from our contract and the government will probably never have to restore it. In fact, the "reopener" creates the perfect opportunity for government to lock us out to try and force us to agree to something far inferior. Throwing away the remedy for the last twelve years The agreement provides $105 million to compensate for grievances over-sized classes for the last twelve years. Using Justice Griffin's estimates, our loss is roughly $300 million times 12 = over $3 billion. I cannot fathom how $105 million is a fair compromise. The BCTF's original proposal to put this money back into the system was a more fair and productive approach. This agreement means we can no longer go to the courts for a fair remedy. Wages The agreement is very close to government's original offer. While I would be willing to accept this if the class size language was returned, teachers should not be taking such a significant monetary loss without the commensurate gain in working conditions. We have lost roughly 12% of our annual salary. We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut. Minimal improvements There are very minimal improvements in preparation time for elementary teachers (10 minutes per week), and TTOC daily rate. The TTOC daily rate change may depend on your grid placement. It could actually be a wage loss for long term TTOCs who are above category 5 and step 7. There is also $11 million in health and dental benefits. At 40,000 members, this is $275 each. Hardly worth consideration in the context of the rest of the agreement. What next? There are a variety of options if we vote no. We can continue the strike. We can choose to return to work and continue bargaining. We do not, and should not, accept an agreement that doesn't meet our needs and doesn't meet the needs of students and public education. When Saskatchewan teachers rejected the first deal which had 5.5% wage increases over four years, the second deal had 7.3% increases over four years. They have said this still isn't good enough. For us, our main issue is classroom conditions. We need to say this isn't good enough. The way to do that is to vote no. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 7:48 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 124 comments: Troy MooreSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:17 PM The EC recommendation states the open clause will be argued from restored language. However, selling our grievances for nothing as the 105 million is strike savings, is plenty of reason to vote no. Further, no composition caps, but a fund controlled by Superintendents is enough reason to vote no. Thursday I will vote no.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:06 PM Re-opener also says "education fund" in place until new language bargained, so old language can disappear forever.Delete Reply Mme RousseauSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:33 PM Government starved us to death hoping we'd vote yes to whatever deal they'd offer. Planned it from the start.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:07 PM We can sill choose (collectively) to return to work if we reject this deal. Many options.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:09 PM Great analysis, Tara! I think that returning to work would be a bad idea. This will frustrate parents more if they need to find new ways to deal with taking care fo kids. USe the money given to you by the other unions. I am a teacher who had to quit for stress over the terrible condition of work (split FI grade 4/5, several low LD kids with little support, one severe with no support, 2 gifted (no support), and a principal who expected me to teach 2 separate social studies AND science programs)Delete Reply Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:56 PM Good points by all but the gov't succeeded in starving my family out and completly breaking us. I will be voting YES and live to fight another dayReplyDelete Replies schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:21 PM 'Fight another day'? In the last twelve years that we have been pushing back against this government, never has the tide tide been so much with teachers, class size/composition, and public education - and never has the government been pushed back onto the ropes (especially with the call for binding arbitration). What 'other day' is being proposed that we wait for? Now is the time. Vote 'no' and give the BCTF bargaining team a renewed mandate to get a decent deal for students and teachers.Delete Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:10 PM "Another day" means to wake up and realize that 2more weeks means my family of 5 could lose our home. It means I will do all I can to recall Cc, Factbender, and other mla's, and maybe even having "a guy I know" have a chat with them. In year 1 of their reign, I don't believe they even know what "the ropes" are. I will vote YES ...for my family, and I can live with thatDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:12 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply Karen FergusonSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:03 PM Just a question: When the Saskatchewan teachers voted no, had they already been on strike for 5 weeks?ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM No. They are working with no contract. They are not on strike.Delete Shannon DavisSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:23 AM I am a Saskatchewan teacher. We are not on strike; we are currently in the conciliation process after voting "no" to 2 previous offersDelete Reply "Mama Rose"September 16, 2014 at 9:27 PM Can we truly return to work without agreeing and continue bargaining? When I suggested returning to work a few weeks ago, the answer was "being on strike puts pressure on the gov't and without pressure they have no reason to settle." And can you explain more how legislating us back would be better than agreeing to this deal? And finally, why would the BCTF executive put forward a deal that was not a good one?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:30 PM Because they need confirmation of the resolve of the membership to get something better. That is what a no vote does.Delete Reply Troylana MSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:28 PM some great points to ponder, tara......thinking thinking....ReplyDelete schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:43 PM If we vote 'no' to the tentative deal we still have options: We'd not have a contract. But we could... a) strike with full picket lines b) partially strike with phase 1 (work-to-rule) in schools c) partially strike with periodic/rotating job action d) continue negotiating e) return to work and re-escalate strike f) some/all of the above ReplyDelete Replies Caroline MackenzieSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:21 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:14 PM a) will expedite matters (I say less that 3 days)Delete Reply danabjornsonSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:05 PM I am thinking that a legislated, crappier contract would only be in effect for 2 years max (before elections...). If we take this offer, then we will be agreeing to this pseudo-E80. Should we win the court case (which we likely will), we will have to settle on the terms of the THIS negotiated contract which doesn't actually restore learning conditions; it simply allows for those conditions to be negotiated. If we say n, then we default to the 2002 contract, which DOES restore the language. A "yes" vote is saying that we are good on "crumbs"; a "no" vote is saying we want an actual meal. That's my understanding, anyway. Please correct me where I am wrong, Tara. :)ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:44 PM And word is IF they legislate, they could opt to legislate back Grade 10-12 only causing the union to have to lay off all teachers and re-hire based on seniority. That will tear the union at the seams pitting teacher against teacher for those positions. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:17 PM There will be a general strike if that were to happen! They better not do this. They will regret it.Delete Reply imaginefunlearningSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:09 PM Some good points on the background of our fight over the past 12 years, which I have been actively engaged in; however we need to recognize the climate we are in. We are not in Sask. people! We have just come through a very long summer!! We need to thank our @bctf bargaining team & recognize the toll this has taken on all of us & our families. I don't have the luxury of more time on the strike line. This may be as good as it gets. Let's read the agreement and consider getting back to work and making some $ again! That's my 2 cents worth, which would come in really handy right now!!!ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:18 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply RobSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:11 PM Go back in work to rule mode. Work this winter to recall every Liberal MLA. ThAt is the only way to apply pressure to these criminals. ReplyDelete Replies Kate RestonSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:03 PM Recall! Not sure who won the battle but the war is still onDelete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:14 AM Well said Kate... I agree 100%Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:20 PM I think say NO and a better deal will be done in less than 3 days. These guys are not criminals, they are lower than that. I bet they get a sick pleasure in hurting the kids and the teachers.Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:31 PM An official recall is in the works: https://www.facebook.com/groups/316129595235450/?fref=ts Please consider joining.Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:26 AM Leah - do you honestly think anyone who voted BC Liberal did so thinking that they would act any differently on the education file?Delete Reply JJSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:16 PM I am glad to see other members who share my views. I am outraged at a 1.2 percent "raise" in salary per year that doesn't even meet inflation of currently 2%. I feel used and abused.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:23 PM Not to mention all of the other pittance! I am actually surprised that Iker asked teachers to vote on this! Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:18 PM Hi Tara Thanks for the summary! Will we be able to vote NO to the deal, but vote YES to returning to work? Will there be three options when we vote Thursday? Why did the BCTF agree to a substandard deal for us? If we vote no to a deal that was recommended to us, the teachers look like the bad guys and public approval will plummet. I am very disappointed and frustratedReplyDelete Replies KataSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:12 AM Public approval will not necessarily plummet. I have seen strikes where the membership has voted against the executive's "best results to date", and ended up with a better offer. This offer is an insult. The $300 million will not bring funding to the national average (I believe). More importantly, the wage offer is half of the average wage increase for public and private workers (StatsCan). Delete Reply MontySeptember 16, 2014 at 10:19 PM Thank you, Tara. My thoughts too, more clearly expressed. As well, Thursday is too soon to vote, too soon to vote, too soon to vote........ReplyDelete Richard ChalkeSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:21 PM Vote no and lose every shred of public support...just sayin!ReplyDelete Replies UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:31 AM I am a member of the public and would support a "no" vote. js!.Delete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:01 AM Richard Chalke, NO you won't! I am a mother with 3 adopted special needs children who need to be in a class that is designed for them and others like them (my kids are academically slightly delayed but their issues are more social and behavioural) where they can receive the education they deserve taught in a way they can comprehend. I will speak now for all the parents I know, and we will support the teacher's if they continue to fight for our children's best interest.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:28 PM It might not be pretty at first, but once we explain things (and I hope the Mandarin-speaking teachers flood the Richmond organization that voiced their concerns), they will back us. The 3 billions that the judge came to is the first I hear about. This should be stated to every newsmedia comment section in the province. Minimize pickets and flood those outlets with commenters, just like the Liberals do. Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:45 PM I am a member of the public and a single Mother of a child in the public school system. You will NOT lose one bit of my support if you vote no. I know that you are sacrificing so that my child can have a better education, and I am most grateful for it. Having said that, I also know that you are exhausted and broke. I have been dreading that you may have to settle for less than what you (we) deserve because the government succeeded in breaking you. I am not in your shoes, so cannot judge. If the vote is a yes, I understand and I am still behind you. Delete Reply Alison RocheSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:25 PM It is a crap deal. It's always a crap deal. Once you raise the stakes to striking, anything else is a cave in. The last time we walked out was the 3 day illegal strike where I threw away 1200$ and got EXACTLY the same contract I had the year before. The BCTF called it a win because they didn't rip up MORE of my contract. Ridiculous. There are a few of us that believe that working to contract, doing 100% of your teaching job and nothing more (like paying for supplies out of your own pocket or EC) is the only way teachers will survive this government. What if they get re-elected again? Then what? Teachers have lost thousands to these clowns to make "statements" about the state of public education in this province. We can't keep sacrificing ourselves and our families. And in the meantime, you talk to parents about why you have to take this crappy road. Because up until this strike they mostly didn't care about the state of education, but god forbid you didn't run a Sports Day. Then suddenly they wanted to know what the hell was going on. Keep the conversation going in schools. Attend your PAC meetings and stop enabling this govt to underfund and overwork the system. And still get paid!ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:20 AM I am very excited at the prospect of returning to my beloved job on Friday. However I will NOT continue to put my personal money into my classroom and I will be seriously reconsidering my involvement in extra curriculars. I think we shoot ourselves in the foot with all the unpaid work we so willingly volunteer to do. Delete Reply FCSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:38 PM I heard a rumour last week from a loose lipped government insider that after the 22nd, depending on the outcome of the negotiations the Liberals were going to announce a 3 step process. I was not clear if this was based on 3 steps to resolve the strike (perhaps the 3rd step is legislation??) or 3 steps to overhaul the education system, either way, they will settle it outright. I wish you all luck and all the information that you need to make a sound decision of what you feel is best.ReplyDelete Replies Lisa BurrowsSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:53 PM I have heard similar rumours. On the 23rd, the gov. was planning on introducing a $6000 per year voucher system for 3 choices: an academic or trades program, or something called EducationCanada. Not clear whether their intention was to privatize the public system, de-certify teachers and hire them back under new wage/benefits. Not clear where these rumours originated from. Maybe fear tactics to get teachers to vote yes. In any event, I plan on voting yes. I signed up to be a teacher, not a martyr. This strike has cost us a lot. We need to regain our livelihood and hopefully continue the conversation about class composition. We have at least awakened many people to the issue, and the court case is still an avenue that could eventually improve teaching and learning conditions.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:33 PM I urge all teachers to fight and say NO to this deal. Retired teacher who had to retire because horrendous work conditions. Make me proud. They will not last long if you say NO! I know this is tough, but there is money and I hear that Van City does offer loan at low to 0 %. Banks do allow you to miss a mortgage payment. Go talki to your banker.Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM Will school districts require teachers to make up missed days, as suggested in the media? Will the school calendar be changing to make up for the missed three weeks and if so will we be made aware of those changes PRIOR to the vote? ReplyDelete KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:41 PM "Wages..... We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut." And that is the cost of going on strike!!! There is nothing that can be done about that. You cannot go on strike and put up the raise you want every week to compensate for your time on strike - it doesn't work that way.ReplyDelete Replies Drew StevensonSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:59 AM I believe the missing "..." Suggests that they meant to refer to the losses against inflation since the last wage step increase. Thus this contract does not allow us to recover the buying power lost to inflation since the last non contract or "0%" year. Add those up and compare against the proposed increase and you see that by the end of the contract, we won't be able to afford the same value of goods (loaves of bread, watts of energy, litres of gas) that we could at the end of the last contracts term. It was not a comment about wages that were lost in the strike. Those are really small potatoes when compared to the grinding power of inflation over years and years. The next contract will use this latest for a bench mark so these losses to inflation will grind at all teachers for as long as they teach. A death of a thousand cuts to our ability to afford basic goods and services. Any raise less than inflation is a cut to the value placed on us and on our ability to pay our bills. Delete Reply Ed SSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:09 PM Having lost $20,000 (including summer school wages) as the single income for a family of five is far too much; I will be voting YES to the deal, unless the independently wealthy teachers out there who wish to continue the strike will pay my bills and mortgage for me.ReplyDelete Replies Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:14 PM I feel ya. Yes for meDelete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:18 AM Ed S. With all due respect (and I mean that), how did you lose $20,000 in the strike? Teachers were out 2 weeks (all out) before they were supposed to be in June, and now 3 weeks for the start of school? It is my understanding that teachers don't get paid through the summer months. Please correct me if I'm wrong, wherever I'm wrong. Shouldn't you have been financially alright for the summer months at least? Also all teachers knew this strike had a possibility of extending into the new school year but no one teacher budgeted for this possibility? I'm truly just trying to get a clear picture of where this all stems. NO disrespect intended.Delete BlairSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:12 AM Kelly, not Ed but if you look at the numbers there was the 10% lockout haircut in May/June plus the loss of most of June and the loss of much of September. In our 1 teacher (1 non) household we calculated a $9 K - $10 K loss so far. If you add summer school earnings you can easily make the loss in the $20 k zone. As for budgeting, we budget for the summer, but did not expect the 10% haircut, nor the loss of June/Sept days which completely messed our budgeting calculations. A very good friend (single teaching mother) was crushed by the loss of the June income and is without a penny today.Delete Mr. SmoothSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:35 PM The only one who didn't get a haircut was Jim Iker... and he needs one more than anyone else. What's with that over-coiffed 70"s mullet Jim? Does wonders for the BCTF brand image!Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:55 PM Jim's hair is not open for discussion in a respectful space like this. As for his salary, he is a teacher who does not get paid when we are on strike.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:04 PM Totally agree!Delete Reply Mr. GSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:24 PM If I thought they could do any better I would agree with voting NO, but you have to be realistic. The BCTF does not use professionals to bargain and always ends up with much less than they promise the membership when asking for a strike vote. While this is not a great deal for teachers, I really think you're fooling yourself if you think it'll get any better.ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:02 AM BCTF needs to be replaced with younger more adept representatives and advocates. Also, we should be hiring professional contract negotiators - you don't go into battle with cut throat corporate types with a wooden knife. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:37 PM This is BAD deal! Say NO to it and show those (expletives) that we will not take it anymore! Come on! Show them that teachers have a spine! They will respect us, oddly!Delete Reply retaSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:51 PM I agree with Richard. Those in the public that are uniformed would be furious, and there are many teachers who just can't afford to use their wages as their voice any longer - too much has already been donated to the government. In my opinion, the deal is pretty lame. I am sitting on the fence.ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:24 AM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:26 AM So true!!! I cannot afford to fight this battle for public education any longer. Why is this my personal and professional obligation??? However I think this deal is weak weak weak. I also think its the best we are going to get. Ideologically I'm on the fence but my wallet will vote YES.Delete Reply SirThinksToo MuchSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:54 PM My wife and I will be voting "Yes" on Thursday for it is the middle path. The easy path would have been for us to go back to school with E-80 & E-81 over our heads. The difficult path would be for us to vote "No" and put our mortgage at risk and having to continue asking retired parents for handouts to feed a family with three kids. The middle path is the wisest choice for us considering the current political climate in which those who do not teach are the quickest to judge it harshly.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:41 PM I understand that this is really tough for you! I almost died teaching a few month ago. I had to quit. Please consider holding on and say no. Remember the short loss in salary will be offset in the LONG-RUn by better salary increase. This is a joke! They will be laughing at you even more if we accept this. This is a very bad deal! However, I do respect your position!Delete Reply DaleSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:16 AM Why would classroom conditions be better on October 9th after being legislated back? We have been outplayed because of our stubborn refusal to outdated, tired old tactics. It is because of these actions that have led us to this terrible deal. Time to reset, regroup and stock up for the long haul. Can't do it if half the members commit hara kiri on themselves. We are a union of professionals not a cult. ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:49 AM Could not agree more.Delete schreck!September 17, 2014 at 9:44 AM Could you please advise which tactics you believe could have been used to secure a superior deal?Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:47 AM Full disclosure: I'm a BC Liberal supporter. The only people who would benefit from a NO vote are the BC Liberals. Teachers would be bargaining with no leverage whatsoever and would be viewed by a large segment of the population as unreasonable. The BC Liberals then get portray themselves as the only party capable of dealing with the BCTF. schreck! says that the BCTF has the government on the ropes, but he couldn't be farther from the truth. The government wants people to view the BCTF as their primary opponent. Disputes like this just shore up the BC Liberal base and protect its right flank. Any half-baked recall campaign will only reinforce that. It's true teachers aren't going to recoup the lost wages from the strike. I would suggest to you that that means this job action was probably not in teachers' interests, especially without any sort of appreciable strike fund. This is the best deal teachers were ever going to get with this government and people should have been able to recognize that in June. If you want my advice (which you probably don't), it would be to spend the next 5 years building up a strike fund, electing better leaders, and hiring a professional negotiating team. Don't bring a knife to a gunfight and expect things to go well. Focus on getting the best deal you can from whoever the government is rather than trying to change the government, the HST, Kinder Morgan or a thousand different issues that distract from education and erode the union's finances further. You'd be doing yourself a favour, and probably doing the NDP a favour at the same time. Also, if schreck! is David Schreck, you can thank his opposition to STV for the last two BC Liberal majorities. I know I do.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:11 PM One step would be to stop making political contributions to the NDP. This only contributes to the childish animosity and lack of trust that has constantly characterized negotiations. How else can the Socreds/Liberals view teachers except as enemies when they so publicly support their opponents. This stupid confrontational immature approach has to STOP!!!!! Education should not be a political fight when it is so obviously a valuable benefit to our society. It was an NDP government that legislated teachers back to work in 1993. Stop making education a political fight.Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:10 PM I don't think they have to go that far. CUPE and the Nurses still contribute to the NDP yet they don't have the same acrimonious relationship. CUPE and the Nurses just make their members their priority, and broader advocacy second.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:55 PM Ryan (possibly a Liberal paid commenter), with all due respect, I disagree with you. The cumulative increase in lieu of this will be better. Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can. I say to Iker, ask for 6% over 3 years because these people love to play the 15% over 15 year game to make it so big on the surface. Some people think that this is 15% every year. Believe me! I have seen it in comment sections. Others believe that the 15% is too high not understanding that they must divide things over the duration of the contract. It is time that we play it smarter. It is time to put the foot down and ask for money given to us by other unions, if it is needed. Banks can accept one late mortgage payment. It would be suicidal for them to not help. Imagine the possible damage if that ever leaks out. They could lose a lot in teacher money. I for one would pull my money out of a bank in support! Teachers are going to show this government that we have a spine! Enough is enough! Aren't you tired of being treated like kids? (Retired teacher who almost died in a car accident because of work conditions that were horrendous. I had to quit.)Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 AM Not paid by the BC Liberals. I pay them actually... :/ I imagine astroturfers of any affiliation wouldn't disclose their bias. "Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can." How did that work in May 2013? If the teachers reject a contract that their own union endorsed, it will make teachers seem unreasonable. Whether that perception is true or fair is irrelevant. It's what will happen, and teachers will be weaker as a result. Take my advice. Build up a strike fund and focus on the internal governance of the BCTF for the next 6 years. You'll be better off for it. Or not. I don't mind you or others making it easier for the party I support to get elected. I'd just rather not see kids and teachers hurt in the process.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:37 AM Ah! The "don't-hurt-kids" card, hey, when you have underfunded education for 12 years! WOW! That takes the cake! Are your trolling? Oh! You are serious? :) Would you be surprised if I don't follow your advice, considering your lack of logic? Would you be surprised if others don't follow your advice? It is ttue that bullies like you and your ilks love to show who is the boss, who is the teacher now! I suspect that is at the root of the problem! No one wants to fail in school! No one wants to get the strap! Sad that today's teachers don't like it too! But, who cares, we are ... teachers! We deserve it! BAH! BAH! BAH!Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:22 PM That's fine. I look forward to another 16 years of BC Liberal government.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:41 PM 16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate! Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan! Sociopaths do that!Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 9:35 AM "16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate!" 16 years of our opponents still don't understand why they lost. Like I said, that's fine with me. If I said the Liberals would be in power for at least another 13 years back in 2004 you probably would have laughed too. Heck, if I told you on May 13 last year that the BC Liberals would be reelected on May 14 you'd probably have laughed too. And you were wrong. Why is that? Answer that question if you want the NDP to win the next election. Without a correct answer to it, the NDP's cause is hopeless. "Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan!" You feel they are flawed, and that's fine. I don't go around calling people who disagree with me sociopaths, nor do I accuse them of being paid shills. But I also don't feel much need to address your ad hominems. There are logical arguments to support your position, but argumentum ad hominem is not one of them. It's a textbook logical fallacy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 1:15 PM Ah! Now I get it! It is all ego-based! You think because you voted the winning party that you are a winner and we are losers! You think because you predicted that the Liberals would win, you are winner. That does not make YOU a winner or the Liberals! It is called DEMOGRAPHICS, you expletives. The baby boomers are getting old and because they have more assets and won't make a whole lot more for too long, they need to vote a govn't who is going to do just that! It is not rocket science! WOW! You think you are so superior when your party stole an election with 47% of the popular vote. That's not a majority and your party should not have been elected. BTW, did you delete from your ethical memory the words Ethnic voting scandal? The field is slanted and you know it. However, you are so willing to minimize, forget the scams and bad fairplay tactics like a sociopath is allowed to minimize or ignore his or victims emotions that you don't see that you are the loser, we are the victim of your constant bullying. 1% wage increases after years of 0% increases and you can justify that when Yahoo reports that the average Canadian can hope to get 2.5% this and next year: https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html You Liberals behave like fascists, but we can't call you that because that's not allowed! Well! Guess what? It is and you are. Live with it! You keep on dreaming you are a genius! :) I am retired, getting soon a nice pension, and laughing at you from a beach somewhere! AHAHA! Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 2:14 PM What's with the name calling Peter? For someone claiming to be retired you really don't show the wisdom of age. For someone who talks about logic, you use logical fallacies like ad hominems a lot too. It's a fair point that the BC Liberals didn't get a majority of the vote (and I'm a very big supporter of electoral reform). The BC Liberals + Conservatives did though, and I don't think it's realistic to expect the BC Conservatives to have been more generous had they been part of government. Last time I checked I just voted. I didn't "victimize" anyone. Perhaps your rage is misplaced. If you think the election was "stolen" I'm afraid I have to question your grasp on reality though. "Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?" I'm glad you'll have a pleasant retirement Peter. I have no ill will towards you. I'm not sure why you think I do. I'm not saying people were *right* to vote BC Liberal. That's a matter of opinion. All I'm saying is people *did* vote BC Liberal. More voted BC Liberal than BC NDP for the last 5 elections in a row actually. You need to understand why that happened in order to change it for the next election. Clearly you're not interested in that though. Which is fair enough. Just remember next time you're upset about something the BC Liberals do that your lack of interest is part of why the BC Liberals get elected at all.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 3:23 PM I love your culture --or the lack of thereof! Guess what, stop thinking averybody is white and must follow your little rules. Namecalling? Sociopath? Whaaaat? And, what if you are? Still can't call you that? :) You fascist right-wingers are big on censorship! I just don't like you giving us lessons on how to get the NDP in. As stated, people are voting right of the NDP because it is a matter of demographics and a little ethnic vote buying on the side. The rest is mumbo jombo. Yes, of course, they will have to go on strike in the future and yes they will have to build a strike fund. The Liberals stole that from the BCTF too! And, you wonder why I don't have any respect for them? Yes, electoral reform is needed! We agree!Delete Reply JJ GeorgeSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:46 AM As a parent, I support the teachers and respect whether they choose to vote yes or no. However I noticed a discrepancy here from other information I've read regarding prep time for elementary teachers. Here it states minimal improvement to prep time - only 10 minutes per week being added. Elsewhere I read that it is 100 minutes per week for prep, increasing by an additional 10 minutes in the final year. That is a significant difference, and worth noting. Or have I completely misunderstood?ReplyDelete Replies Anne-MarieSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:59 AM Elementary teachers currently have 90 minutes of preparation time per week so an increase to 100 minutes per week is only gaining 10 minutes. In other provinces and some private schools they have as much as 45 minutes of prep time per day.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:56 PM Thank you for inquiring!Delete DW ZSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:57 PM You're right JJ George. There is a significant difference around the province regarding preparation times. In my district elementary teachers currently get 100 minutes of prep time. This new proposal is useless to me. I'll have to wait 6 years to gain an extra 10 minutes. Delete Reply UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:11 AM Almost nobody gets cost of living adjustments. Also inflation is NOT 2%. Do some research and look at the CPI for BC over the last 24 months. The average over the last 2 years is 0.7%, not 2%. The CPI changes every month so you cant just look at the highest month and declare that THE inflation rate. Check out the 12 month averages document for the actual numbers. http://www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/StatisticsBySubject/Economy/ConsumerPriceIndex.aspx All that being said I support the teachers. if you think this is a bad deal as a parent my dream would be for the teachers to vote no but continue bargaining because I do think the kids need to be in school and I do fear that the teachers will lose all support if the strike continues. All I ask as a parent is that you do your own research and try not to be swayed by all the opinions. ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:01 AM Inflation for August was 2.1% (http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/economy/cpi-report-expected-to-reveal-rise-in-canadas-core-inflation-rate/article20593943/). The CPI is a year-over-year calculation.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:43 AM Inflation should be looked at as a yearly average, not an individual month.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:34 PM The lawyers do not believe we have compromised our court deal. Our leadership would not have sold us out. We dodged a bullet. The Premier had something loaded even if we are not sure what it was. The idea that we could simply return to work is not guaranteed. I think a no vote could easily lead to the Liberals locking us out again because the Premier wants to crush us and she will use any excuse. She did not want to take the advice of her people and do this deal. I am certain a plan for drastic action (where we have to take the concessions they had planned) or worse - was in place. We can't guarantee the press will do any better job explaining the complexities should we say no. They rarely sided with us in markets outside of Vancouver where people are more political and they often misled or allowed others to mislead. They are not helping and would sensationalize. This would see dissolution of support very quickly - especially if we asked for wages. (Though admittedly it angers me that we can't ask for wages without being accused of being greedy when that is what most bargaining units do). But we have argued this is about kids and while this is not ideal - it is better to have teachers than not. The deal does suck in that it does not bring us to par - but this fight needs to be won with a strategy that is political and capacity will do that in another round. We have some support - but it is limited to the choir. We need to have the pews too. We need to build that capacity while working and continue to find allies because the fight is bigger than most people want to consider. This is about ideology and about privatization. Education always was political but never more so than now and we have to fight this party or the conservatives who would do the same or worse. No teacher who is responsible can ignore the politics any longer. That is simply the truth. If you work in the system you better get informed and you better be prepared to fight until retirement for the system. That said, I want to ask the same question others are asking: Why is this the job of 42,000 teachers and not the job of all citizens who want equality to fight for this right? It is time (while the conversation is still on-going and up to and including election night) for us to guide the public where we can but mainly play our part by not propping the system up. Make poverty known. Make noise about shortfalls, ask questions (in the media or in board offices ) about who is going to fix it instead of paying ourselves, volunteer some but wait for the pubic to step up so they see what schools lack. I hate the deal too. But I trust Vince Ready and Iker and I don't think we could have done better right now. I think we dodged a bullet because I have read everything this government has put out and followed the trail. They plan to privatize and they are just looking for the route. Voting YES for now does not mean we are giving up. It does not mean a win in the way we wanted but we have won a battle that will lead to us winning the war. If we don't rest up and stock up we might not get there.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:57 PM Well, if it is bigger than just this battle, then we will need ALL the unions to strike if they do indeed use drastic (draconian) measures. I say it is time for ALL of the unions to call a general strike. I guarantee that they will not like that one bit. What will they do then? Call the army? :) People in Europe, at the end of the 19th century stood up in mines. General strikes do occur in Europe and have. If you think you had it tough, think of them who stood tall for US in tougher times and conditions. Make sacrifices. Sell furniture. Tutor on the side. Ask for the BCTF money. Ask your banker to help. As friends and relatives. If we say NO, it won't last long. If they legislate us back, let's call a general province-wide strike of all unions. Delete Reply Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:47 AM Between CC's smug smile as she celebrates slaughtered teachers and Jim Iker's goofy grin - seemingly unaware that he has been a willing puppet, I am thoroughly disgusted. Over the next 5 years, teachers will be in an increasingly bad situation financially, classrooms will continue to be too large and complex with increasing medical, social and environmental issues impacting academic delivery. It could not be less obvious that things will continue to worsen. The Liberals have ensured that BC is rapidly becoming the Canadian Monaco for rich off shore interests and wealthy corporations. Soon the underpaid "workers" will have to be bussed in daily to Vancouver - Asian style. The only recourse is to move to just about any other province and bring in up to $100,000 more over the six years with much less cost of living. So we are bailing, encouraged by friends who have gotten positions in Manitoba and Alberta. My colleagues and I discovered through contacting several school boards across Canada that specialist (special needs and behavioural) and secondary science teachers are in particular demand. I want to work in a professional, respectful environment where the needs of all children are considered a priority and where I feel inspired to do my best. However, I want my vote to reflect the wishes of teachers who will be here over the next 6 (5) years, so very much appreciate your blog and opportunity to read the comments.ReplyDelete Bert SlaterSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:11 AM To vote YES will throw away 12 years of effort, and 2 victories in BC Supreme Court. To vote YES will be to snatch defeat from the jaws of victory. If you vote YES what bargaining power do you think you will have - the government will do nothing, and then what do you think you will do - take job action? PLEASE VOTE NO.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:59 PM Time to show you have a spine!Delete Reply RodSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:06 AM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Cool HandSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 AM Wouldn't a 'No' vote be a vote of no confidence in the BCTF itself?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:02 AM Not at all. It is just a message to the leadership we need to do better. The strength of the union is the members, and we support the leadership by giving them direction through democratic means.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:40 PM I disagree. How else can a recommendation by the EC to vote yes be interpreted? Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:00 PM I am sure people will interpret this both ways, but it is a vote. If it is supposed to be a "Yes", because it might be interpreted one way, then why bother having a vote?Delete Kate TSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:07 AM Yes , it would be. I don't think we could come out much better than this with this government. How will a No obtain that? Christy will be happy, she can declare the BCTF gone and roll out her plan to privatize. Delete Reply David DeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:06 AM A no vote would be a rejection of a the court victories defied by the government and an inadequate deal containing some vague promises that won't meet the needs of teachers or students on class size and other important issues.In Ontario elementary teachers get 200 minutes of prep time per 5 day cycle. I know there is financial hardship, but the union has received close to $2 million in donations from other unions; is there no way of accessing hardship funds? At minimum, vote no and return to work on work to rule with various strike options.ReplyDelete Erica JonesSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:25 AM This article actually makes me so mad. It is NOT better for the kids that they have missed almost all of june and all of september. This is what you signed up for in BC as a teacher. Get on board or GET OUT.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:20 PM Is this really what teachers signed up for? At my high school, each class has about 30 kids, with an average of 17 kids per classroom with an identified learning disability. Our district says that there should be no more than 4 kids per classroom.. How do you expect non-specialist teachers to help each student when over half of them require more resources because of a learning disability? Furthermore, are you generalizing the "better-ness" to all the kids in BC? Because I don't think that it would be better if kids went back considering the learning environment isn't up to par. There are barely any Education Assistants, and support teachers for the multitude of children who need them. While I recognize and appreciate your enthusiasm for education, please realize that the public school system isn't a daycare. Also, please think about your words and the learning environment prior to speaking out. By the way, we're not an autocracy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:08 PM I can understand your frustration! Understand mine! I almost died at 7:30 pm one night returning from teaching a FI split class with several students who did not get enough support or no support at all. The principal expressed to me that he expected me to teach 2 different social studies programs and 2 different science programs. ANYONE I talked to knows that this is impossible to do, especially in French Immersion when kids get no support at home and books are often too hard for students to read. I had to quit my job. I did it for me and did it for the kids. I was like a surgeon who is asked to operate on 5 patients with an old scalpel with 2 inexperienced nurses. Predictably, 4 patients would die and I would be reprimanded! Teachers are put in terrible conditions and kids too. I hope you have the openmind to consider the reality of this honest personal anecdote. I also wish you to understand that this is likely not an isolated incident. What will it take? A kid to commit suicide because he or she is not getitng enough support?Delete Reply hilarySeptember 17, 2014 at 10:29 AM It is incorrect to equate lost funding with what the teachers would have received in grievances. The two are not equivalent. The starting position of the BCTF was $225M, so they never expected $3B to resolve grievances. I'm also interested to know where you get your figures on overcrowded classrooms. A recent Globe and Mail article says that classrooms are, on average, smaller than the caps set in 2002.ReplyDelete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:36 AM The signing bonus should be roughly $2500 each: 105 million divided by 41 thousand.ReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:53 AM It is not that simple. The $105 million is to be allocated by the union. The term "signing bonus" has been crossed off on the signed document. Some of that money may be used to pay union debts. Don't know this but clarification would be useful.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:16 PM Just quoting from the CBC news website, "And finally there are details of $105-million fund to settle grievances stemming from the ongoing court case. The BCTF says that money will be given out as a signing bonus, with specific amount yet to be determined."Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:34 AM I think it would be smart to put at least part of it into your strike fund.Delete Reply WheelsSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:55 AM If the money is used as a signing bonus, it should be based on FTEReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:12 PM Yes I am sure it will be based on FTE. The question is how much of the $105 Million is actually distributed. This is up to the union, and I am told that it is yet to be decided.Delete GuruSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:44 PM And don't forget all the retired teachers who are entitled to a share of it.Delete Reply Geoff OrmeSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:18 PM In another discussion of this someone suggested that under BC Labour Law a no vote means rejection of the proposed deal, and that means the strike continues until either: - the union in question elects to stand down - another tentative deal is presented or - the government imposes a legislated contract. I think the last of these is the most likely, and I believe the legislated contract would be draconian and brutal. What do you think, Tara? Also, I would appreciate your thoughts on Sandy Garossino's comments at https://storify.com/Garossino/should-teachers-accept-the-contractReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:14 PM If this is so, in a few month (likely a couple of years), teachers will win so much more with a Supreme Court judgment! It is possible that the Liberals know that the higher courts are stacked by Liberal judges (that is what happen when judges are chosen, not elected). In any case, a negative settlement (or not a great judgment) will galvinize the public to reform the way the Supreme court judges are being chosen. I doubt that any govn't will want that to happen. A legislated contract will make the LIbs look like sociopaths and dictators.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:47 PM Peter I think you are expecting far too much from the public, many of whom are only paying attention to this matter due to kids being home from school. The public are not remotely this savvy on the political process.Delete Reply IslanderSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:09 PM I am a continuing education teacher. We have it even worse and we are not listened to enough about our poor conditions. Those include no prep time (and we do have to mark and do report cards many times a year sometimes and commonly for 30 students in a class), travelling to different schools with no compensation, and having next to no breaks in between 3 hour classes. I worked for two years with no lunch break and taught 6 hours straight (just 15 min. breaks) to be told, "don't complain since there are others who will do it". We then got 15 min. breaks in between classes. Most of our students are wealthy immigrants, many who try to stay in classes as long as possible since the classes are free. After spending a year in Germany, I realize how better organized it is where the immigrants pay to learn the language on a sliding scale, and have to pay for a student book as well for each class. We do not even have text books, but photocopy so much at tax payers' expense. This is not right. I then teach summer school since we were not on a 12 month continual salary and most of those students are also immigrants (at least 75%). This is also free and it is becoming so common and the new immigrants know this is free babysitting and tutoring. I think one main problem is that we have so many new immigrants in our classes who need ESL like this article states about our inclusion style of education nowadays: http://www.vancouversun.com/life/Shelley+Fralic+trouble+with+schools/10203596/story.html I am honored to be teaching and like my job, but it does get exhausting especially since I need two or three jobs to pay the mortgage that I now no longer have.. back to renting since it all I can afford in this city that has become so expensive. And many don't realize that it is very very difficult to get to full time work as a teacher here. There was a formula that made it take about 10 years to get to f/t (now finally changed). I have been without pay for 3 months, and now had to finally rent a place in anticipation of returning to work, so I have to vote "yes", but please keep the comments coming for what alternatives we have. Maybe we have to just educate the public in a better way than picketing; maybe get out and walk around malls and talk to people and hand out pamphlets on how this liberal government is hurting this. Most Asians (probably just the new who are from such a different system) are already against the teachers since they do not seem to understand what is going on. http://www.vancouversun.com/Business/asia-pacific/Chuck+Chiang+Many+Asian+families+place+blame/10202757/story.htmlReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:17 PM First of all, myn thoughts are with you! I think your ideas about using different strategies is smart. Picketing is not a very good strategy to let people know about things. I think using the membership to flood media comment sections would be more effective. Going to talk to the public might be a good idea along with this, I think. Phone the BCTF and ask for support.Delete Reply Marsha HolleySeptember 17, 2014 at 1:36 PM A teachers wife Vote no you have come to far to back down. It is a -----Y DEAL. ReplyDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:45 PM Ask yourself WHY teachers cannot get 1/2 of the average increase in salary of the private sector? (The Libs will tell you because there are sooooooo many teachers, but I also hear that there are provinces where there is a need for teachers!) TORONTO - A new study says that Canadians, on average, can expect about the same size salary increase next year as in 2014. Human resources consultants Pal Benefits says a survey of 401 organizations, mainly in Ontario, Alberta and British Columbia, projected salary increase for 2015 at an average of 2.79 per cent. That was almost unchanged from the 2.74 per cent average increase projected in last year's survey. Meanwhile, in addition to the average salary increase remaining relatively steady year over year, the survey found that the percentage of employers who plan to freeze salaries appears to have stabilized at eight per cent —in the same percentages as was projected in 2014. Breaking down the numbers further, the survey found the average salary increase anticipated in the engineering, financial services and high technology sectors was three per cent. That compared with an average of 2.5 per cent on the low end for organizations in durable manufacturing. https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.htmlReplyDelete "Mama Rose"September 17, 2014 at 9:12 PM I used to agree with you, Tara, and appreciate you bringing these items to your blog to get us all thinking. But after a very long night and day of research and discussion, I realize I will be voting yes tomorrow. Here is why: I don't care about salary or benefit increases. That is not why I went on strike. I don't care if this tentative deal is not good for teachers. That's not why I went on strike either. For me, the single most important issue is class size and composition. I want to work in a classroom where I have enough time and resources available to me to adequately help all the students I teach. And while it is true that this tentative deal will not change anything in the classrooms right now (or at least most of our classrooms), I realized that we couldn't actually make changes in that area because the issues of cs and c is before the courts. When I made that connection and realized that this round of bargaining was really about a "good enough" agreement regarding wages, then the deal seems, well... good enough. BUT, the best part, is the language the BCTF legal team made around the furture court decision (the re-opener). They have it in writing that if we win the court case (which is likely) and when we have to start bargaining class size and comp again (that is exactly what Justice Susan Griffin said we would have to do) we will be STARTING from the 2002 levels. To make this simple to understand, I explained it to my friends using a number line. With this new language, the BCTF starts the next round of bargaining at say a 50. The government will want us to go to 10 or 15, and we'll compromise and end up maybe 25. But WITHOUT that language, we would have started bargaining at a 10 and only gone down from there. So I do believe it is the best deal possible, it still factors in the biggest issue (from my perspective), we do not lose the important gains of the past, and most importantly, everyone gets to go back to school.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 PM Mam Rose, I appreciate your point of view and your courage. However, let me point out to you and the readers that a decision at the BC supreme court might not turn out the way teachers anticipate. We all know that judges are appointed and who does the appointing? "All justices of the BCSC (including the position of Chief Justice and Associate Chief Justice) are appointed by the federal cabinet, on recommendation of the Minister of Justice. Masters are appointed by the provincial cabinet, on recommendation of the Attorney General in consultation with the Chief Justice." (Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Supreme_Court_of_British_Columbia) Now, I would like to think that all of those people are objective, but they are appointed and we know that there are political appointments. They have a lot of discretion over the laws and judgments. I am willing to bet that the BC Liberals do know this and are betitng the farm (or do they know something we don't know) that the Supreme Courts are stacked against teachers? So, I am not sure if we can count on a WIN if we proceed with the court ruling. I think we would be better to negotiate and negotiate a better deal.Delete Reply retaSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:57 AM Yes...no...yes...no...The last two days have been this. I’ve read so many articles and comments over the past few months and, I can say, I have learned a lot. I know this is not a great deal for teachers right now. I will be voting yes. This is why… 1. The children. Without going into the multiple issues (e.g., grad, post secondary, trades, sports, global education/trips, planned activities, those with varying degrees of special needs, those that need a soft place to land, etc., etc.) the children need to get on with their education. 2. The parents. For many parents, this strike is a financial burden. We do not like to be called baby sitters, but for many living below the poverty line, school is a financial relief. Winter is coming; gas bills will be expensive. 3. Poverty. Remember, BC has the highest child poverty rate in Canada. Schools feed and clothe numerous children. 4. The other systems educators work collaboratively with. MFCD, CYMH, foster parents, group homes, and the multitude of non-profit agencies that support vulnerable children and families are bursting at the seams. We are a part of that team. 5. CUPE. While some have been paid during this strike, that money is coming from districts. It was not provided by the government. And, CUPE is a partner in education - from the bus drivers to the tech dept to custodians to secretaries to EAs and so on. 6. Small Businesses. In our little towns, the school district is the number one employer. There is a direct cause-effect relationship between loss of wage and loss of business. 7. Money. The amount of money that is needed to reverse the erosion of the public education system over numerous years cannot be recouped in one sitting. This agreement is a start. It’s not much but the stage has been set. 8. THE COURT CASE. That is why we were on strike. All the other stuff could have been resolved months ago, but our government was working hard to make the court case go away. Well, it still exists. I consider that the victory. We live to fight another day (as rhetorical as that sounds) AND I hope people actually read the ruling and think critically about how a loss could impact the future of the Charter of Rights, and the power of government to contravene those rights. I am guessing we will vote to ratify as so many fear “what’s next?” from this government. It’s nasty business, and I think legislation would be next. VALUING PUBLIC EDUCATION needs to come from a STRONG, CONSISTENT public voice. If we do ratify the agreement, and those in the profession and public think we've given up, we have not. We’ve been fighting for years. We just haven’t been heard… until now. ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:21 AM I understand your point of view, but sometimes you have to fight to get what you want. This is a VERY bad deal, considering: Other people get on average 2.5% salary increases last year and this year and the next and the rest of us get 1% and must feel happy if we do.? (https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html) THIS DEAL is a horrendously BAD deal for kids/parents as well, of course. We are going to continue to be humiliated and be the laughing stock of many people of this province. After a decade of paycuts, WOW, this is what they are willing to offer! WOW! WOW! WOW!Delete Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:30 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Reply Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:37 PM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:08 PM Let's cross our fingers! I think we need a general strike by all unions if CC legislates teachers back. It is time to put the foot down and tell her and the Liberals that, as in the movie Network,"I am mad as hell and I won't take it anymore!"Delete Reply Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 8:26 PM Needs help on some stats for an online debate Looking for the last 10 or 15 years of contractual salary increases in %. So, 1% for 2001, 0% for 2002,...ReplyDelete Children FirstSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:00 PM Well it's all done now. Really hope the teacher's can find another angle to deal with class size and composition as well as student funding. The government will make sure the coming court case never swings your way no matter what. 2nd most expensive place to live in the the world!!! Wonder why and where the money goes??? ReplyDelete AnonSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 PM I'm an outsider, but have followed closely this whole fiasco and this is a RAW deal. Your union hung you out to dry on this one - taking a really bad deal (clearly no one from the BCTF had rudimentary math skills in their toolbox) and then publicly encouraging to the media that teachers accept the deal....what choice did you have - a no vote would have outraged the public. I could go on and on, but the bottom line, in my opinion, is that your union better get some stronger leaders who are PR and technology savvy. Out with Iker and the rest of those who bargained on your behalf - they just got ......well , we know that happened. Whew, can't even believe how screwed you got, absolutely amazing - nothing meaningful gained in the big picture and only very minor gains for a small group of people, bigger losses for the majority.. Wow - I better stop now. Best of luck. Thanks for all you do for our children. ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ▼  September (9) Reflections on the BC Teacher Strike BC Teacher strike - Lessons learned Response to Sandy Garossino Will the Education Fund improve classroom conditio... Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Class composition: a human rights perspective Class size and composition - a short visual histor... Guest post - I WILL HOLD THE LINE Teachers - let your leadership know it is time to ... ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "Eid Mubarak to all those celebrating in BC!" @bcliberals - 06:52pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "October is #FosterFamilyMonth. Thank you #BC for opening your homes and hearts to more than 5,900 children and youth." @John_Yap - 11:14pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/SD63Stellys/status/481240902136905730,Stelly's Secondary on Twitter: "WSANEC Grads of 2014, congratulations! http://t.co/DH2PUiZhjk" টুইটার অনুসন্ধান অনুসন্ধান টুইটার খুঁজুন সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ ভাষা : বাংলা. हिन्दी Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন টুইটার-এ নতুন ? আজই যোগদান করুন » সাইন ইন করুন ফোন, ইমেল বা ব্যবহারকারীর নাম পাসওয়ার্ড সাইন ইন আমাকে মনে রাখুন পাসওয়ার্ড ভুলে গেছেন? ইতিমধ্যে আপনি কি টেক্সট বার্তার মাধ্যমে টুইটার ব্যবহার করছেন? অনুসরণ অনুসরণ করা কর্মসমূহ:অনুসরণ না করা অবরুদ্ধ অবরোধ মুক্ত মুলতুবি বাতিল Stelly's Secondary ‏ @SD63Stellys ২৪ জুন WSANEC Grads of 2014, congratulations! pic.twitter.com/DH2PUiZhjk প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট পুনঃটুইট ১ ৬:০২ অপরাহ্ণ - ২৩ জুন, ২০১৪ Stelly's Secondary থেকে কোন আপডেট মিস্ করবেন না © 2014 টুইটার সম্বন্ধে সহায়তা বিজ্ঞপ্তি তথ্য বন্ধ মিডিয়াটিকে চিহ্নিত করুন এটি ইতিমধ্যে সংবেদনশীল কন্টেন্ট ধারণকারী হিসাবে চিহ্নিত হয়েছে। পতাকা তুলুন এটি সম্ভাব্যরূপে অবৈধ বিষয়বস্তুর ধারণকারী হিসেবে। সমর্পণ করা বাতিল মিডিয়াকে চিহ্নিত করা সম্পর্কে আরো জানুন খারিজ বন্ধ পূর্ববর্তী পরবর্তী বন্ধ একজন ব্যক্তির প্রোফাইলে যান সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ বন্ধ আপনার অনুসরণকারীদের এই পুনঃটুইটটি পাঠাবেন? বাতিল পুনঃটুইট বন্ধ আপনি কি নিশ্চিত যে এই টুইট মুছে দিতে চান? বাতিল মুছে ফেলুন বন্ধ রোধ করন বাতিল রোধ করন আপনার টুইটসমুহে একটি অবস্থান যুক্ত করুন যখন একটি অবস্থানের সঙ্গে আপনার টুইট করেন, টুইটার সেই অবস্থান সংরক্ষণ করে। প্রত্যেক টুইটের আগে আপনি আপনার অবস্থান চালু / বন্ধ করতে পারেন, এবং যে কোনও সময় আপনি আপনার অবস্থানের ইতিহাস মুছে ফেলতে পারেন। আরো জানুন অবস্থান চালু করুন এখন নয় স্থান বন্ধ করুন বন্ধ প্রোফাইল সারসংক্ষেপ বন্ধ আপনার তালিকাসমূহ বন্ধ একটি নতুন তালিকা তৈরি করুন নাম তালিকা বিবরণ 100 অক্ষরের কম, ঐচ্ছিক তালিকাসমূহ:গোপনীয়তা সাধারণ · যে কেউ এই তালিকা অনুসরণ করতে পারেন ব্যক্তিগত · শুধুমাত্র আপনিই এই তালিকায় প্রবেশ করতে পারবেন তালিকা সংরক্ষণ করুন বন্ধ বন্ধ এই টুইট স্থাপিত কর আপনার নীচের ওয়েবসাইটে কোডটি অনুলিপি দ্বারা এই টুইট যোগ করুন * আরও জানুন হুম, সার্ভারে পৌঁছনোর একটি সমস্যা ছিল। পরে আবার চেষ্টা করবেন? প্রকৃত টুইট অন্তর্ভুক্ত করুন অন্তর্ভুক্ত মিডিয়া প্রাকদর্শন বন্ধ টুইটারে নিবন্ধন করুন টুইটারে নেই? নিবন্ধন করুন, আপনির পছন্দের বিষয়গুলির সাথে যুক্ত হন, এবং তাদের বিষয়ে হালনাগাদ পান। একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন » বন্ধ দুটি উপায় (প্রেরণ এবং গ্রহণ) শর্ট কোড: দেশ কোড গ্রাহকদের জন্য মার্কিন যুক্তরাষ্ট্র 40404 (যে কোন) কানাডা 21212 (যে কোন) যুক্তরাজ্য 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM হাইতি 40404 Digicel, Voila আয়ারল্যান্ড 51210 Vodafone, O2 ভারত 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance ইন্দোনেশিয়া 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » অন্য দেশসমুহের এসএসএস সংক্ষিপ্ত কোড দেখুন বন্ধ নিশ্চিতকরণ)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=6910,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 7, May/June 2006 We need friends by Sylvia Bishop Hurricanes Katrina and Rita have come and gone. Those shocking live reports and photo images that moved North American TV viewers are gone, yet New Orleans and the Gulf Coast have not fully recovered and continue to face tough challenges to rebuild. One of the challenges of rebuilding is reopening New Orleans’ public schools. Curtis Mohamed, one of the founders of the People’s Hurricane Relief Oversight Fund based in New Orleans, Louisiana, painted a sorry picture of efforts to reopen public schools in New Orleans. Mohamed opened his speech by saying "We need friends!" He told delegates to the Tri-national Conference on Education in Oaxaca, Mexico, about the situation for public education in New Orleans schools; 102 of 117 schools closed. Of those that have reopened, many are charter schools. In fact, charter schools are big business. The Louisiana Department of Education reports that 44 applications by "quality service providers" were received in a bid to reopen Orleans Parish public schools. Mohamed also reported on Recovery School Districts. These are school districts with a minimum of four public schools that fail to meet state standards. These schools are taken over by the state and charter school companies are invited to reopen them. Delegates were shocked to learn that in many instances teachers’ benefits were taken away, and contracts torn up. Teachers who are rehired by these charter school agencies, sign a confidentiality agreement, preventing them from disclosing their salaries and working conditions. Teachers cannot even return to their old hurricane-damaged schools to claim their personal items including learning resources to help them teach in their new schools. Sylvia Bishop is an assistant director, BCTF Communications and Campaigns Division. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "October is #FosterFamilyMonth. Thank you #BC for opening your homes and hearts to more than 5,900 children and youth." @John_Yap - 11:14pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/linda-reid/gtm.start/,Linda Reid for Richmond East - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Linda Reid A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond East Support Linda BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media ReidforBC last tweet "Housing represents dignity, security and hope. Proud to be at 4th Canadian Clubhouse Conference in #Richmond #bcpoli" @ReidforBC - 04:56pm Follow @ReidforBC BC Liberal Party last post "The Best in the West! #GOCanucksGO " facebook/BCLiberals - Sep 29th Like BC Liberal Party The Honourable Linda Reid, MLA has built her reputation in the BC Legislative Assembly on her professional background in education, management and community service. Linda’s first electoral success in 1991 represented a breakthrough for the Liberal Party of BC; and she has been re-elected to represent Richmond East ever since. Linda is the longest-serving MLA in the current parliament, making bold and steadfast efforts to drive positive change for more than 20 years. Elected as Speaker of the Legislative Assembly in June 2013, Linda offers a balanced perspective from her experience across multiple portfolios on both the government and opposition sides of the House. Linda served as Deputy Speaker from 2009 – 2013. She was also the Minister of State for Early Childhood Development (2001 – 2005) and for Child Care (2005 – 2009), providing the perfect opportunity to apply her solid professional credentials to these critical areas of public policy. While in Opposition, she served as Caucus Chair and held numerous key critic and committee roles. In all of these capacities, Linda has worked tirelessly to build a network of advisors outside of the political process so that the counsel and wisdom of the people she serves would guide her position in policy development. Linda’s volunteer record in the community demonstrates a lifelong commitment to public service that informs her distinguished record in government. From her beginnings as a First Aid Cadet with St. John Ambulance and as leader of young women in the Guiding movement, through to her participation as BC Chair for the Canadian Guide Dogs for the Blind, as a Director of the Garden City Hospice Society, and as a founding member of the Richmond Chinatown Lions Club, Linda has made a positive difference. In 2012, Linda won the Ethel Tibbits Award for Community in recognition of her leadership in Richmond, and was honoured with the inaugural award for Outstanding Leadership by the BC Youth Parliament, an organization that Linda has been passionately involved with since 1986. Linda is also the recipient of three commemorative medals – the 125th Anniversary of the Confederation of Canada Medal, the Queen Elizabeth II Golden Jubilee Medal, and the Queen Elizabeth II Diamond Jubilee Medal. Linda and her husband Sheldon live in Richmond East with their children Olivia and Will. Get in touch with Linda Richmond East Constituency Office 130 - 8040 Garden City Road, Richmond, BC V6Y 2N9 Phone: (604) 775-0891 Fax: (604) 775-0999 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 387-3952 Email Linda Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/01/should-bc-teachers-get-salary-increase.html?showComment=1326085764847,Staffroom Confidential: Should BC teachers get a salary increase? Myths & Realities Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Saturday, January 7, 2012 Should BC teachers get a salary increase? Myths & Realities NOTE: There is an updated version of this post for those of you reading it in 2014! BC teachers are in contract negotiations asking for a fair deal. What do we mean by fair exactly? Teachers would like improvements in three areas: class size/composition, salary and benefits, and changes to the bargaining structure. As far as class size, we want only what was taken in 2002. We want the government to go back to the class sizes in place at that time and restore the funding so Boards can achieve this. For bargaining, we want to negotiate more items locally with our elected Boards. This facilitates diversity, community involvement, and local programs and solutions. It is not a cost item and is how teachers used to negotiate in the 1990's - very successfully. For salary and benefits, teachers want to "keep up" and "catch up". What do we mean by that? We want to keep up with inflation, and we want to catch up with Canadians in other provinces. Teachers in BC now rank 8th in salaries across Canada, despite the fact that our cost of living is one of the highest and that BC weathered the recession better than most other provinces. BC has been out of recession since 2010 and is forecasting moderate growth for the next year. Unfortunately, the government's position has and continues to be 'net zero'. The government claims that taxpayers cannot afford increases to public sector wages and that wages must remain flat because the government is running a deficit. Do these arguments make sense? Are they justified? Or should teachers receive a wage increase? Here are my answers to these questions. Myth #1: Teachers should not get a wage increase because of the government deficit Reality #1: There was no deficit when the Liberals took power in 2001. Through a series of income tax cuts and corporate tax cuts, the Liberals went from a surplus to a deficit. Yes, the recession of 2009 impacted government revenues. But not as much as tax cuts have. Moreover, the government has found plenty of money for spending when it feels the spending is a priority. There was money for the BC Place roof ($500 million). There was money for the Olympics (over $1 billion). There was money for smart meters ($900 million). There was money for new government network systems ($1.2 billion to Telus). There seems to be plenty of money for the CEO's of crown corporations like BC Ferries (David Hahn's pension value - over $10 million). The fact is that the government is using the deficit that it created as an excuse to take money away from public services and the people who provide them. The money is there. It is a matter of priorities. It is simply unfair to make one group of workers pay for a deficit created by tax cuts to other people and corporations. Private sector workers are seeing increases. Other public sector workers are seeing increases (for example, Vancouver police with 8.8% over 33 months). Why should one group be singled out? Moreover how is it fair to make middle income earners pay for tax cuts that disproportionately benefited the wealthy and corporations? It just isn't. Myth #2: The 'net zero' wage freeze is fair because it impacts all public sector workers Reality #2: Only those workers covered by the Public Sector Employer's Council are impacted, and that does not include all public sector workers. Fire fighters are not under 'net zero'. Police are not under 'net zero'. Even school Superintendents are not under 'net zero'. Nurses are not under 'net zero' because they negotiated in 2009, supposedly before the 'net zero' mandate was implemented, but certainly at the height of the recession. How is it fair that these workers can negotiate increases and other workers can't? Myth #3: BC teachers already have high salaries Reality #3: After five years of university training, BC teachers begin with a wage in the low $40's, if they are full time. Many teachers only get part time work for the first 3-5 years of their career. It takes ten years of full time work to reach the maximum salary, which is about $75,000 for most teachers. BC teachers rank 8th in Canada compared to teachers in other provinces. A teacher in BC earns on average $20,000 less than a comparably experienced teacher in Alberta and $15,000 less than one in Ontario. Yet BC has the highest cost of living and the highest housing prices in the country (http://www.theprovince.com/business/City+house+prices+continue+ascent/5943834/story.html). Myth #4: 'Net zero' isn't a pay cut, so it is fair Reality #4: In September, when the new school year began, year over year inflation was at 3.2% according to the Consumer Price Index. When teachers got their first paycheque of the year, they had 3.2% less buying power. This is what matters. This January, teachers, along with other workers, will see increases to their CPP payments, their EI premiums, and their MSP premiums. Many contracts have automatic cost of living increases, but ours does not. Without any increase, teachers will fall behind. Myth #5: Teachers are asking for too much Reality #5: Teachers want to keep up with inflation. Teachers want to catch up with their colleagues in other provinces. Teachers took four years of zero increases since 1998. Teachers traded salary for smaller class sizes and those class size provisions were later eliminated. It is perfectly reasonable to ask for cost of living increases and wage adjustments to catch up with our Canadian colleagues. Myth #6: Teachers are asking for $2 billion Reality #6: The true number is probably many times less. BCPSEA (the employer) made many erroneous assumptions in order to come up with a hyper-inflated costing number. For example, they assumed that every single teacher would take their full bereavement leave entitlement every single year. In fact, teachers often take bereavement leave once or twice a decade or once or twice in their whole career. They assumed every teacher would take extra sick days if they were available. In fact, we know from Statistics Canada that teachers take an average of 7.7 days per year which is already less than their entitlement, so increased entitlement would only be used by a small percentage of teachers who become very ill. The assumptions used by BCPSEA were unrealistic and result in highly inflated costing estimates. They are not justified and do not reflect the true cost of the proposals teachers have put forward. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 4:17 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 25 comments: AnonymousJanuary 8, 2012 at 10:00 AM Thank you for this post. I think it should be sent as "letter to the editor" to newspapers in major cities in BC to inform those who see government figures or reports and take it as truth without questioning it. Well done!ReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 8, 2012 at 1:11 PM Excellent summary of our situation. "Even school Superintendents are not under 'net zero"; SD59 Superintendant sent a letter to parents saying gross modo that we were (teachers) selfish and without social empathy toward public sector for not swallowing the "net zero" !ReplyDelete Donna in BurnabyJanuary 8, 2012 at 7:45 PM Thank you!ReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 8, 2012 at 9:09 PM Well I have come from Alberta and previous Ontario and Your teacher need to better then other provinces. You are way behind Alberta in education. My daughter in October of her grade one year knows more then mine son has in his second year at a BC school. You need to fix something in your school system because you are falling behind. In the 2 and half years my daughter has been in the BC school system she is at the same reading, writing and math. I know why people homeschool and put their kids in the private school system, the public is so broken it can't complete with the rest of Canada.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousJanuary 17, 2012 at 6:50 PM How can you tell if your children are at the same level when you cannot spell, use appropriate grammar or form a proper sentence????Delete AnonymousJanuary 26, 2012 at 8:21 PM Teachers cannot be held solely responsible for your child's lack of progress. It would appear as though you could benefit from some additional education. Where were you educated? I agree with Anonymous, learn to spell and form a proper sentence before giving your opinion on the state of education. Thanks for wasting even more of my prep time on your uneducated and ignorant point of view.Delete AnonymousFebruary 29, 2012 at 5:25 PM Wow - I think that the original author has a legitimate complaint. I have a graduate degree and I completely agree that the level of education my children have received in the public school system is deplorable. AND REALLY - if someone is illiterate or unable to formulate a sentence correctly on a blog post does that mean that his/her child does not deserve a proper education! GIVE ME A BREAK - and please refrain from making personal attacks on people who voice a contrary opinion. It only demonstrates your small mindedness.Delete Reply AnonymousJanuary 8, 2012 at 10:28 PM I think you mean: I came from Alberta and previously Ontario, and teachers in BC need to teach better than other provinces. You are much behind Alberta in terms of education. My daughter knew more in October of her grade one year than my son, who was in his second year enrolled at a BC school. You need to fix features of your school system, because you are falling behind. In the two and half years my daughter has been enrolled in the BC school system, she has remained at the same level of reading, writing and math. I now know why people homeschool their children and enroll their kids in the private school system. The public system is so broken that it can no longer complete with the rest of Canada. - A BC public school teacherReplyDelete Replies AnonymousJanuary 23, 2012 at 12:55 PM I think you mean "compete" not complete. And you're a teacher?Delete AnonymousJanuary 25, 2012 at 7:10 PM Wow. How petty. An entire paragraph is corrected with one spelling error in the final sentence and you decide to focus on it as being the "issue with teachers". What has our society come to? Signed a Fellow BC TeacherDelete AnonymousFebruary 11, 2012 at 7:19 PM I taught in Ontario before moving to BC to teach and I don't see a whole lot of difference. There are good and bad teachers in both places. In fact, BC has stricter education requirements, I had to go back to get a few more undergrad courses.Delete Reply AnonymousJanuary 9, 2012 at 7:24 AM I live in SD 59 and the letter the superintendent sent home did not say that teachers were "selfish or without social empathy." ~ParentReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 9, 2012 at 1:58 PM Quote: From superintendent SD#59: "...With regard to the strike, some of the confusing information parents are receiving sounds like the teacher's strike is about the size and composition of classes, or the resources that are available for students with special needs. That is not true. The issues around class size and resourcing have been separate and are "NOT" part of the bargaining. The full focus of the BCTF strike demands is about wages and benefits that are approaching a price tag of 3 billion dollars. That is a 75% increase, at a time in the economy that the Province has told all union the overall settlement of their bargaining cannot increase cost to the Province. Moreover, 3/4 of the public unions have settled contracts under those rules." These 2 paragraphs speak by themselves about how teachers are perceived by the superintendent.ReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 9, 2012 at 2:01 PM http://www.pssg.gov.bc.ca/psec/disclosure/disclosure10-11.htmReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 10, 2012 at 8:51 AM Please send this wonderful article to a newspaper so some of the nasty myths can be dispelled. Awesome job!ReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 25, 2012 at 4:52 PM A great letter... I agree that this should be sent to every newspaper in B.C. as well as made into an infomercial on t.v. Why wait for an election?ReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 26, 2012 at 4:23 PM Myth #7: Teachers are the only workers affected by "net zero". Reality #7: Over 16,000 members of HSA (Health Sciences Association of BC) have been crippled by the "net zero" policy. Wages for HSA members in BC are upwards of 8$ an hour less than other provinces in Canada. The last contract forced upon HSA members was highlighted by a 0% wage increase, and a loss of 1 vacation day per year. So no, teachers, you are NOT the only group of workers being forced to pay for corporate tax cuts. Were you there to support other public sector employees last year when they were trying to fight "net zero"? I didn't think so.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousJanuary 26, 2012 at 8:22 PM Agreed! I am in HSA, and sorry, but I can't support these demands by the teachers. Frustrating to me to see the 'it's not fair' comments. Sounds like children. Life isn't fair, we are a country and province in serious financial difficulty. Cuts need to be made. I absolutely support putting money into increasing numbers of teachers, and adding support teachers and SEAs . If I want to make more money, I could move to Alberta and earn $8-10 more an hour too, giving me a significant raise but I choose to live here. It's always greener on the other side, and everyone thinks they are the ones hard done by. I work 37.5 hours a week, but actually in my office 40-42 hours and I don't get overtime pay. I choose to do it because I love my job and want to do the best I can for my patients. I take classes and go to workshops to enhance my job, on my own time and I pay for it myself. I use my vacation days to attend work related conferences. HSA's contract is also set to expire and we already had 0% wage last contract. I'm not expecting any better this time around. That's life, it's not always fair. I just appreciate that I have a job that I love that pays a decent wage ( which is slightly less than a teachers wage). Maybe there are just a whole lot of teachers with very little personal job satisfaction.Delete KarenFebruary 17, 2012 at 10:15 AM Job satisfaction! Try keeping 30 students at the edge of their seats for 5 hours a day, daily!! Attend meetings(special needs, counseling-requested meetings, parent-requested meetings, department meetings, staff meetings, Health and safety meetings,etc.) mark, prepare, field phone calls, supervise, prepare report cards, participate in extra-curricular activities,answer student concerns after classes; type/prepare/photocopy learning /testing materials for students (no secretarial time for us!); mentor, clean our boards, put up our chairs, manage the learning materials in our classrooms (put away the books, clean the lab equip. fix the musical instruments, organize the gym equip., ensure safety in the woodworking/auto and metal shops etc.), put up display boards, order books/educational materials,take first aide training at our own expense, etc.) No one-to-one with down time, bells dictate our time usage (coffee break? designated lunch time? not always possible); daily emotional 'baggage' children/students bring to the classroom must be dealt with in a calm and supportive manner; AND, Administrative Officers that add to the intensity of our day. (Some are very supportive; others add to our stress by being judgmental, giving little support by keeping communication lines blurred, not making themselves available, not taking control and leading but hiding behind their desks, etc.) We earn our keep!! And, we can't go up the capitalist ladder - 'more students doesn't mean more money; it means more work!' No compensation for using our own books, driving students with our own cars (we must 'up' protection on our personal car insurance to protect them in case of an accident) We only rely on the good nature of our govt. and the public to support us. Where are you? If you think you can do the job better, for cheaper, 'step up to the plate'.Delete Reply Tara EhrckeJanuary 26, 2012 at 5:27 PM Hello Anonymous, I have always consistently opposed net zero for ANY public sector worker, not just teachers. I absolutely agree that no group or groups of public sector workers should be singled out unfairly. I also believe we should all be rejecting the wage freeze. With respect to support, teachers in my local put up picket signs when HEU was facing wage cuts and I absolutely agree we need to be supporting each other. Please see my blog posts on this subject, including HSA in particular, from last year: http://staffroomconfidential.blogspot.com/2011/02/in-labour-newswill-hsa-vote-no-campaign.html http://staffroomconfidential.blogspot.com/2011/03/why-bc-government-wage-freeze-is.html This article was reposted on an HSA member site here: http://our-union.org/2011/03/29/why-the-bc-government-wage-freeze-is-indefensible/ I also wrote about opposition to net zero from Vancouver Island University workers and Langara College workers: http://staffroomconfidential.blogspot.com/2011_03_01_archive.html http://staffroomconfidential.blogspot.com/2011/04/langara-versus-wage-freeze.htmlReplyDelete UnknownFebruary 2, 2012 at 8:21 PM Actually, the cost of the Olympics was closer to $7 billion, once you factor in the cost of the Canada Line, the Sea to Sky Highway, and the new Convention Centre. On a related note, the deficit in 2008, amortized over 3 years, stood at $3 billion.ReplyDelete AnonymousFebruary 12, 2012 at 10:43 AM I am a parent in SD#35 and I am so impressed with my children's school and with the hard work that most of the teachers and adminstrators put in at that school. They are still getting a quality education, even throughout job action.The teachers are commincating with my husband and I on their academic progress, and my daughter is on the Grade Six basketball team which practices after school and at noon hour 3 times a week! I support a wage increases for my children's teachers because I want them to be able to keep up with inflation and be paid what professionals make in other provinces. We need to pay our teachers and other public sector employees what they deserve, or els in the future, we will not attract good people into these professions or be able to keep them in our province. Isnt this what is happening in the nursing industry? The Lower mainland is one of the most expensive places to live and we have to face the fact that if we want an educated community, then we have to willing to pay for it. A concerned parentReplyDelete AnonymousFebruary 24, 2012 at 4:00 PM I am a parent in south Delta and I must say that I am impressed with the communication that we have been receiving from my son's teachers at Delta Secondary. I think that teachers should get a raise at least to the level of inflation, but with all due respect to teachers, I cannot see where or how you feel that you should receive large increases. You are I think quite fairly paid for your job and you do not have the very real pressure for measurable performance that so many in the private sector face. Having said that, those people in the private sector are not getting the types of raises you are asking for and many of them would be happy with just getting at or near the inflation rate this year. I think that if you want to be paid very well then you will need to get into the private sector where you will face much more performance pressure, you will have 3-4 weeks off per year, there will be no such thing as overtime pay if you are salaried and if you don't perform adquately or well, you will faced with possible termination. You will have no effective job security unless you perform. So I think you have it quite good, better than anyone I can think of in most respects, with the exception of pay, which as I said I think is quite fair. I say this with great respect for your profession.ReplyDelete AnonymousFebruary 25, 2012 at 10:37 AM I am a very excited Teacher Candidate that will finish my Bachelors of Education this year. I am interested in this profession because I love it! However, my student loans are over 30 grand and I do not own a car, or a house. I am repeatedly being told that there are few jobs out there and the ones that are out there pay significantly less than a retail job I held before my Bachelor's degrees (per hour). I keep my optimism up because I know I am going to be fantastic at this job but it is hard to look past the fact that I will not be able to afford a house, a car and raise children on my income any time soon. Thank-you current teachers for fighting for those of us who want to join your ranks!ReplyDelete AnonymousFebruary 28, 2012 at 8:10 AM Great article Tara. And a great big THANK YOU for all of your hard work!ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ▼  January (13) How to reduce income inequality BC Schools: A decade of choice, a decade of declin... What is fair and reasonable? Twitter tale - Consultation, Minister Abbott style... Alberta teachers in negotiations BCTF presents reduced set of proposals School boards discuss 'net zero' Will grouping by ability mean re-segregation? BC teachers describe workload issues at bargaining... BC public sector enters 2012 bargaining Superintendent of Greater Victoria received 10% wa... Should BC teachers get a salary increase? Myths & ... A year in review: waking the sleeping giant ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=25060&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 4, January/February 2012   The underside of “Funny Money” is less than funny  By Lyonoor Lardein   On October 21, 2011, I attended the conference of the BC Association of Business Educators. Right after breakfast, all the conference participants observed a presentation by the speaker for “Funny Money.” I have serious concerns about the last part of the presentation and about the concepts these presentations could be transmitting to our students. I hope that my comments invite dialogue by challenging assumptions in the same way that I was challenged to understand why I took issue with certain concepts introduced during the presentation. The “Funny Money” team provides these presentations to schools for free, as long as there are at least 500 students at the presentation. The website for “Funny Money” states that “the Funny Money for High Schools Assembly Program is sponsored exclusively in Canada by the Investor Education Fund and the Investment Industry Regulatory Organization of Canada (IIROC).” I found that out later, after checking the website. I was not aware of that fact at the time. The presentation is a ready-made package, and we, the conference participants had to pretend to be Grade 11 and 12 students during the talk. Essentially, we observed what the real presentation is like. The speaker, with energy, enthusiasm, and a great deal of humour, using a PowerPoint presentation and volunteers from the audience, presented us, the “student audience,” with facts about teenage spending in North America, and introduced the topics of cash flow, and budgeting one’s expenses. He discussed the dangers of incurring credit card debt and of satisfying too many wants and desires. Up to this point, I thought that the presentation was reinforcing concepts the Planning 10 teachers must cover in their classes, and that students could benefit from the message. Then, I was suddenly shaken out of my compliance. The screen showed a statement in large letters: ”The rich get richer and the poor get poorer.” “Are you familiar with this?” The speaker asked, “But do you ever wonder why this is so? It is because the poor spend their money on…” Now, the bottom left-hand side of the screen filled with superimposed images of computers, iPods, cell phones, clothes, a car, some items of furniture, a large hamburger, etc., as the speaker named all the items. “And the problem with all these things is that as soon as you buy them, they begin to lose their value because of .…” “Depreciation!” the audience shouted back. “…Whereas the rich spend their money on…” Now, the bottom right-hand corner of the screen filled with images as the speaker named them. ”Real estate, gold, art—all things that increase their value over time.” There we had it: the screen telling us in words and images why the rich get richer and the poor get poorer. The implication was clear: if the poor get poorer, it is their own fault. We stared in silence at the screen, and then, the speaker moved on to show why investing in mutual funds is a sound investment over time, presenting us with a few graphs and figures. The presentation ended with more jokes and with time enough for the volunteers at the front to perform, as instructed by the speaker, some silly dances that elicited more laughter. The participants then left to attend the first workshops of the conference. I stayed to talk to the presenter. I have to question the message given to students in the last part of the presentation, as soon as the statement, “The rich get richer and the poor get poorer,” appears on the screen. I believe that the information contained on that screen and elaborated by the speaker—deliberately or not—presents a distorted picture of inequity that completely dismisses the plight, exploitation, and suffering of a large segment of the world population, while at the same time introducing an element of disparagement toward that suffering. First, not all the poor are equal, and just because some people are not rich, that does not mean they are poor. The financial struggles of people who spend their money on gadgets they do not need and who accumulate unnecessary debt cannot compare to the abject poverty experienced by those sectors of the world population who are in the lowest percentile points of income. The poor who work for pitiful wages for companies that close their operations in North America and in Europe to maximize their profits by reducing expenses on labour, those poor whose wages barely allow them to buy the necessary food so that they can return to work the following day, those poor are not getting poorer because they are buying unnecessary “stuff” and getting into debt. They have no hope of ever acquiring those frills. Second, stating that “the rich get richer” because they spend their money on investments that appreciate over time, such as real estate, gold, and art, instead of buying those items illustrated on the bottom left-hand corner of the screen is also misleading. They do have computers, cell phones, furniture, and clothes, and go to restaurants and take trips. They have the items on both sides of the screen, but resenting them for having more would merely point to envy in those who have less. The fact is that many of the rich get richer because the poor get poorer. In what else, besides gold, art, and real estate, do those who are financially more privileged than others invest? Are they large shareholders of companies that exploit their labourers, that profit from war, that establish themselves in countries where profits can be maximized by desecrating the environment, and that manufacture many of those same items that during the “Funny Money” presentation we are advised not to buy? Should we question the ethics of investing through mutual funds in the shares of many of those companies and which depend, for their profits on the consumption of their products? Third, should we not question, in view of the economic upheavals of the last years, who are those who committed large scale fraud to enrich themselves? Who profited by the massive economic fraud of failed corporate speculative enterprises, which produce nothing but fraudulent and deceptive financial “products”? Who benefitted from that massive economic debacle requiring government bailouts in many parts of the world? Who truly paid for those government bailouts but the working poor and middle-class earners through their taxes, thus subsidizing the gains of those in a much larger income category? Who committed that large-scale robbery of countries, their governments, and the people? Interestingly, later in the day, another keynote speaker, Dr. Robert Ironside, informed us that the real median household income in Canada has decreased over the last 25 years. The word median is important, since averages include everybody’s income—the incomes of both the rich and the poor. Then, The Vancouver Sun of October 28, 2011, informs us that, according to the Bloomberg report, the richest Americans, the top one per cent, saw their incomes increase by 275% between 1979 and 2007. In contrast, those with incomes in the bottom 20% saw an increase of 18% over the same 28 years. These figures refer to income, not to spending, and do not consider the rest of the world population. Could it be, then, that there are reasons other than those stated by “Funny Money” for the rich to get richer and the poor to get poorer? If we invite those presenters to our schools, should we ask them to present an accurate and truthful message? Or, since we hopefully teach our students to analyze and think critically, the debriefing session in the classroom after the presentation would point out the information left out, and the students would be encouraged to question why it was left out. Even if we do not know all the answers, at least we can encourage questions.  Lyonoor Lardein, Point Grey Secondary School, Vancouver  )
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Touring a natural gas drilling rig with @MLA Mike Bernier, and Brian from EnCana http://t.co/AifdJ4H07b" @Teresa_Wat - 06:01pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "Gr8 event honoring Taiwan ROC w many friends @douglasbing @marvinhunt4bc @KerryLynneFindl @mhlchiu26 @prairiechinois http://t.co/85TUCQsbrI" @John_Yap - 05:40pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/SocialJustice.aspx?id=16966&printPage=true,BCTF > Ten Things You Can Do as a Social Justice Contact on LGBTQ Issues  	BCTF Social Justice  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Social Justice > Issues > LGBTQ Ten Things You Can Do as a Social Justice Contact on LGBTQ Issues Inform yourself, browse websites: bctf.ca/SocialJustice.aspx?id=6106 or www.pridenet.ca. Check out resources at your local office or district resource centre. Ensure your district has the top 10 resources. (See top 10 resources list  on the BCTF website.) Advocate for Homophobia and Heterosexism training workshops for your local executive, staff reps, and school social justice contacts. Consider booking a BCTF anti-homophobia workshop for your district PD day. Call the BCTF Training Department at 1-800-633-9163, local 1857, or 604-871-1857. Contact Jeannine Albert at the BCTF (jalbert@bctf.ca or 604-871-1801) and order the posters “All Families Welcome” and “That’s so Gay.” Hand these out at rep assemblies and/or general meetings. Encourage teachers to put up posters in prominent areas where students can see them. Download free or purchase ($5 bulk rate) “Dealing With Name Calling Handbook” for every school in your local, available from Pride Education Network (www.pridenet.ca). Encourage teachers in your local to have their classes participate in the Week Against Homophobia, Day of Pink and/or the Day of Silence (bctf.ca/SocialJustice.aspx?id=6106). Address homophobic comments when you hear them in your class or in the halls and encourage your colleagues to do the same. Find out what your local executive policy is on LGBTQ issues and advocate for policy changes to protect students and staff based on their real and perceived sexual orientation and/or gender identity. Call a meeting of secondary teachers and students who are interested in LGBTQ issues in your local to discuss starting GSA clubs in your district.    )
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Touring a natural gas drilling rig with @MLA Mike Bernier, and Brian from EnCana http://t.co/AifdJ4H07b" @Teresa_Wat - 06:01pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=33067,BCTF News Releases  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources   For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development News Release Archives 2014  2013  2012    2011 2010  2009  2008 2007  2006  Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2014 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  May 22, 2014 Christy Clark lockout impacts grads, exams, and more The BC government’s attempt to make good on their threat to roll back teachers’ wages during job action will have significant impacts on students for the rest of this school year. Yesterday BCTF President Jim Iker received a letter from Michael Marchbank, Premier Christy Clark’s appointed head of the BC Public School Employers’ Association, in which he states that because teachers are starting rotating strikes, government intends to claw back 10% of their wages. The pay cut will be in effect even on days when teachers are in their classrooms working with students to meet their needs. In order to justify the pay cuts, government now is imposing a series of partial and full lockouts. Starting Monday, May 26, teachers are prohibited from being at school more than 45 minutes before and after class time, and they are forbidden from working during recess or lunch hour. In addition, all secondary teachers will be locked out on June 25 and 26, and both elementary and secondary teachers are to be locked out on June 27. Iker said that as a result of these latest directives, teachers could be disciplined for helping a struggling student at lunch hour. What’s more, extra-curricular activities including clubs, drama, music, sports will be cancelled, graduation ceremonies will be impacted, and final exams for some senior secondary students will not be marked. None of these impacts would have occurred under the teachers’ job action plan. “We were careful to ensure that already scheduled extra-curricular and volunteer activities continued. We wanted to minimize the impact on students,” Iker said. “During rotating strikes, teachers would continue all volunteer activities four out of five days a week.” The planned lockouts will also impact all Grade 10 English students and Social Studies 11 students who are scheduled to write their provincial exams on June 24. With all secondary schools under lockout beginning June 25, there will be no teachers present to mark thousands of exams. “Premier Clark just yesterday said children should not be put in the middle, yet she is imposing significant disruptions to the education system,” said Iker. “We’ve already heard from secondary school teachers that they will be locked out on the day their students graduate. Is putting Grade 12 grad on the chopping block Christy Clark’s definition of families first?” Iker said that the directive prohibiting teachers from interacting with students during the lunch hour will have possibly the most wide-ranging impacts. “Christy Clark’s lockout will mean teachers would be insubordinate if they helped a struggling student or a child with special needs during the lunch hour,” Iker said. “For many teachers, this is valuable time when students can have that important one-on-one time to ask questions or share their learning.” Iker called on the BC government to own up to their record of bad faith bargaining and come to the bargaining table with resources to reach a fair collective agreement. “Smaller classes, more support for children with special needs, extra one-on-one time with all kids, and fair wages—these are our key goals in this round of negotiations,” Iker said. “That’s how we will get a deal and that’s how we can end this crisis in education. -  30  - For more information, contact Nancy Knickerbocker, BCTF Director of Communications and Campaigns, at 604-871-1872 (office) or 604-340-1992 (cell). Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/ralph-sultan/gtm.start/,Ralph Sultan for West Vancouver-Capilano - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Ralph Sultan A strong economy and secure tomorrow for West Vancouver-Capilano Support Ralph BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: It's amazing what a cookie can do! @girlguidesofcan treats are on sale now across BC: http://t.co/5rDREuVzUn" @bcliberals - 12:24am Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "The Best in the West! #GOCanucksGO " facebook/BCLiberals - Sep 29th Like BC Liberal Party Ralph Sultan was elected to the BC Legislature to represent the riding of West Vancouver-Capilano in 2001, 2005, 2009 and 2013. He has served on the Government Caucus Committee for the Economy and the Legislature’s Public Accounts Committee, and the Caucus Liaison for the Ministry of Finance. Ralph previously served as the Chair for the Government Caucus Committee for the Economy and the B.C. Mining Task Force. Ralph Sultan has served as the Minister of State for Seniors, Advanced Education and Technology. Ralph is an economist, educator and businessperson who also maintains registration as a professional engineer (P.Eng.). Prior to attending university, he worked as a tree faller, as a lineman on the construction of the Kemano-Kitimat transmission line, as surveyor’s helper on the Lillooet and Bridge River hydroelectric projects, and was an International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers permit member. Graduating from UBC in 1956 with a Bachelor of Science in Engineering, Ralph worked as a technical sales representative for a major international company before earning MBA, MA, and Ph.D. (Economics) degrees from Harvard University. He completed those degrees in 1965. He then served as Assistant and Associate Professor at the Graduate School of Business Administration, Harvard University, for nine years. He was then employed by The Royal Bank of Canada for almost ten years as Chief Economist; then Senior Vice President, Marketing in Montreal, and subsequently Senior Vice President, Global Energy and Minerals Group in Calgary. He was retained by the J. W. McConnell Foundation, Canada’s largest philanthropic fund, as investment advisor. In 1974 and 1975 Harvard University Press published his two-volume study of price fixing in the electrical industry. Between 1980 and 2000, Ralph held senior officer and director positions in a variety of financial, mining, forestry and technology sector companies, and owned and operated his own investment company. In the mining sector, he was Executive Vice President of Hudson Bay Mining and Smelting Company, a subsidiary of Anglo American Corporation, and was Vice-Chair of Curragh Resources in the Yukon, and held other executive positions. In the 1990′s, after returning home to British Columbia , Ralph served as President of a joint venture with a major American corporation, engaged in the development of a fibreboard mill in Williams Lake. Ralph was the Eagle Harbour Yacht Club executive secretary and was an Augustana Lutheran Church Councilor. He was Chair of the Financial Research Foundation (1984-1985), Chair, Queen’s University Business School Advisory Committee (1981-84), Economic Council of Canada member (1979-83), and Harvard Business School fundraiser (1968-1994). Ralph arranged for the endowment of a UBC professorship in mining engineering (1990) and served on Harvard’s Graduate School Arts & Science Advisory Committee (1993-1996). Ralph has received academic awards, including graduation from the Harvard Business School with High Distinction, UBC’s Cayley Prize, the Engineering Institute of Canada Prize, Harvard’s designation as Baker Scholar and Ford Foundation designation as Fellow. Ralph is a member of the Association of Professional Engineers and Geoscientists of British Columbia. Born in 1933, Ralph was raised in a family of ten in the Mt. Pleasant District of East Vancouver. He has lived on Vancouver’s North Shore since returning to B.C. His wife of 43 years, Shirley, a surgical nurse and rehabilitation clinic entrepreneur, died suddenly in 1999. He has four children and five grandchildren. He enjoys boating, skiing and gardening. Get in touch with Ralph West Vancouver Constituency Office: 545 Clyde Avenue, Suite 409 West Vancouver, B.C. V7T 1C5 Phone: 604-981-0050 Fax: 604-981-0055 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: 250-356-9495 Email Ralph Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11184,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2002 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 14, Number 4, Jan./Feb. 2002  Amazement and education at the October PD Day by Kathryn Askew I spent October 19, 2001, in Port McNeil, on Vancouver Island, with a group of amazing people. Teachers: beginning, middle, and veteran; male and female; primary, intermediate, and secondary. People who love their profession, love kids, love the excitement of finding new ways to motivate themselves and the kids they work with. People who know how to listen respectfully and then blow the rest of us away with their ideas for math and science and language arts and self-esteem and for reaching the shy and the lonely and the non-verbal. People whose knowledge about the work they do simply amazed me. I learned about Dawn Reithaug’s spelling and math boards. I’ll use them on Monday to enrich what my Grade 6s are doing with bacteria, viruses, and diseases in general. I learned how to draw a student’s profile with the brain empty so the kids could print or draw in "What’s on My Mind" for brainstorming about a topic or reviewing what they have learned. I gathered some neat web sites: time4teachers.com, aplusmath.com, dictionary.com, score.k12.ca.us, schooldiscovery.com, nationalgeographic.com, mapmachine.com. Thanks to Mary Waite, at Cheslakees! I heard about Steck Vaughn’s "Mastering Math" for use with enrichment and remedial math. I learned how to make Babylonian food items from barley grain and sesame seeds, Grade 4 skeletons from toilet paper rolls and brass brads, and Egyptian mummies from grocery-store chickens—just in time for Hallowe’en. Thanks to Doug Laird, at Eagleview. My colleagues suggested ways to make my 3-D bacteria and viruses more interesting: use the ends of egg cartons; roll up crushed newspaper, wrap it in duct tape, loop it along my papier mâché ballon-shaped bacteria; get pipe cleaners at the dollar store; buy cheap pom-poms. I learned how to use A.A. Milne’s "King John" as a winter concert choral speech number. I learned I could have kids write an autobiographical poem using the following structure: – first name: four adjectives that describe me – relationship phrase: such as son of Lewis – finish the phrase: lover of (peanut butter) for example – Who feels: three adverbs – Who fears: three nouns – Who would like to see: three phrases – Resident of: community – First name, last name I learned to build a structure for displaying an artifact (like a diorama): – Take an 8x11 piece of construction paper. – Draw a line to divide the paper into two parts: 8x8 and 3x8. – Draw two lines diagonally across the 8x8 square to make four triangular sections. – Cut into the middle of the square along one of the lines that begins at the junction with the 3x8 rectangle. – Fold on the diagonal lines, from the centre to the outside edge. – Once the line is cut, you can overlap the side triangle on top of the triangle that is still attached to the 3x8 rectangle. You end up with a pyramid (a tetrahedron) that is missing one face, and a rectangle that is sticking out in front of that face or that can be folded down in front of the pyramid to sit on a shelf. You could glue four of them together to make a four-sided pyramid, with one part of the project displayed in each section. How isolating our job can be. How much we need to talk to one another about our work. A thousand thank yous to the BCTF activists who demanded professional days in 1972 so we could share our work with one another throughout the school year. I still have the image of the forests and streets and grassy landscapes that are British Columbia on Friday night, October 19, 2001: amazing and colourful lights going on in teachers’ minds like fireflies, like Christmas or Hanukkah or Diwali lights—shedding light into their own brains. What a gift we have given ourselves. Kathryn Askew teaches at Tsolum Elementary School, Courtenay. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/AdvocacyAndAction.aspx?id=16024&libID=16040,BCTF > Chronology Of Education Legislation > 2007  	BCTF Action and Advocacy  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Advocacy and Action > Campaigns   Chronology of education legislation and actions by the BC Liberal government Description and impact of legislation and actions 2007 TOC       Feb 8 May 15 May 16 Jun 8 Oct 18 Nov 7 February 8, 2007 The BC Government releases its report on the collective bargaining system for BC teachers. Impact: The report on bargaining structures fails to address any of the concerns raised by teachers which the BCTF presented in its submissions to government. It recommends no changes to the current bargaining system. It does not provide any avenue for teachers to bargain what they need in their classroom or their school. It has been over 15 years since teachers have been able to address their concerns across a local bargaining table. It fails to provide any opportunity for teachers to alleviate deteriorating conditions facing their students. There is no provision for negotiating levels of service either in the classroom or for the support services of specialist teachers. It acknowledges that the current structure is flawed and relies on the ongoing insertion of a mediator. Just as Bill 33 failed to address class-size and composition problems, the report fails to recommend any improvements to the bargaining structure by considering a free and fair collective bargaining process. May 15, 2007  (3rd Reading) Bill 21 – Teaching Profession (Teacher Registration) Amendment Act, 2007  Requires the B.C. College of Teachers to establish an online discipline registry of its members and adds provisions for mandatory reporting of matters relating to dismissal, suspension or discipline.  (Source: B.C. Legislative Digest) Impact: The legislation targets teachers and paves the way for a discipline registry and an employment registry. Reprimands may be removed from the registry after five years. There are no provisions for the removal of suspensions or cancellations. The college is required to publish the names of disciplined members along with the reasons they were disciplined. The college is also required to create an employers' registry with a list identifying members and their employers. The information in this registry is available to all school boards. May 15, 2007  (3rd Reading) Bill 22 – Education Statutes Amendment Act, 2007  Makes amendments regarding school district business companies and requires school boards to establish a code of conduct in accordance with Provincial standards. Adds provisions for the reimbursement of designated educational activity expenses and the creation of personal education numbers for students attending private post-secondary institutions.  (Source: B.C. Legislative Digest) Impact: The government is still tinkering with the rules for the school district business companies. These are companies the government encouraged school boards to establish as fund raisers.  The legislation treats education as a commodity to be purchased. Every school must have a ministry-approved code of conduct for students. One provision in Bill 22 allows the government to use the teachers' college to send their message directly to teachers. It states "The college must distribute information requested by the minister to the members at the time and in the manner requested by the minister."  The government (taxpayers) must reimburse the college for costs. We are not aware of any other professional college that can be used this way. In what appears to be a semi-voucher system, the legislation has provisions for the minister to reimburse students for expenses incurred for educational activities "if the student or child demonstrates a standard of achievement, satisfactory to the minister…" The minister can designate the activities, set a limit on the number activities that can be reimbursed, and set the amount of reimbursement. May 16, 2007  (3rd Reading) Bill 20 – School (Student Achievement Enabling) Amendment Act, 2007  Authorizes the appointment of Superintendents of Achievement. Requires boards to establish a district literacy plan, prepare achievement contracts and report on student achievement. Allows school districts to charge fees for certain courses and materials.  (Source: B.C. Legislative Digest) Bill 20 includes the following amendments to the School Act: Creates superintendents of achievement who may inspect board records, enter schools, and interview employees and students. Provides the ability for parents who are "dissatisfied with a board ruling, such as the suspension of a student," to appeal to the superintendents of achievement. Establishes boards of education and mandating that boards prepare an achievement contract with respect to student performance, plans for improving student achievement, early learning programs, and literacy. Provides for the appointment of a special trustee if a board does not comply with an administrative directive to meet its obligations under an achievement contract. Defines special academies and allowing for students to be charged fees to attend the academy and also allowing for fees to be charged for some courses and materials. Broadens the minister's capacity to create provincial demonstration schools. Requires boards to establish district literacy plans. Impact: The bill centralized power in the ministry and increased the education bureaucracy. Government directives must be obeyed and the minister has the power to remove boards or trustees who do not fall in line. June 8, 2007 The Supreme Court of Canada has issued one of the most important decisions in Canadian labour history by declaring, for the first time, that collective bargaining rights are protected by the Charter of Rights.  Impact: The court ruled in favour of the healthcare unions’ appeal that the BC Liberal government did not have the right to unilaterally strip provisions from their collective agreements in January 2002. As a result of the ruling, the BCTF is proceeding with legal action to challenge the legislation which stripped the teachers’ collective agreement in January 2002. October 18, 2007 The Ministry of Education announced a cut to the 2007–08 operating grants for secondary students in Grades 10, 11, and 12. Operating grants will no longer contain a per-pupil funding base rate for students at these grade levels. Impact: BC’s Ministry of Education has changed the rules in the middle of the school year, creating further instability in public education and leaving school districts across the province scrambling to meet commitments in the face of a budget shortfall. November 7, 2007 The Ministry of Education appears to be partially backing away from its mid-year claw back of funds from school districts. The ministry released six pages of revised rules for school districts to use in recalculating funding for the current school year. The new policies are announced in the document: Frequently Asked Questions: Funding Formula Adjustments. Impact: There is every indication that a further revision of the funding formula is under way. The Ministry of Education budget is short about $50 million because of increased demands. The ministry had to find funds to make up for summer school fees that were charged by districts, despite a court ruling that districts are not allowed to charge fees. In addition, the encouragement of students to take online courses produced an increase in the funding required to pay for those courses.   About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media last tweet "" @ - 12:00am Follow @ last post "" facebook/ - Jan 1st Like Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/francais/NouvellesFECB.aspx?id=30357,Nouvelles de la FECB Vol. 18, No. 12, 22 mai 2013  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Nouvelles de la FECB archives 2013–14  2012–13  Home > Français > Nouvelles de la FECB       Volume 18, Numéro 12, 22 mai 2013  Dans ce numéro:  Susan Lambert sur Voice of BC  Le magazineTeacher   La victoire de la liberté d'expression en cours de justice    Susan Lambert sur Voice of BC   Avec un nouveau mandat libéral de la province, est ce que la relation entre le gouvernement et les syndicats va changer? Si oui, quel va être l’effet de ce changement sur la Colombie-Britannique? Quels sont les principaux problèmes auxquels est confronté le mouvement syndical en Colombie-Britannique Ce sont quelques-unes des questions que la présidente de FECB Susan Lambert et Bonnie Pearson du Syndicat des employés d'hôpitaux vont aborder avec le chroniqueur du Vancouver Sun Vaughn Palmer pour une prochaine diffusion sur Voice of BC. Hebdomadaire d'affaires publiques, Voice of BC, donne aux Britanno-Colombiens l'occasion d'entendre des leaders de diverses communautés dans un forum équilibré et réfléchi. Lambert et Pearson seront à l’écran le jeudi 30 mai 2013. Rendez-vous sur votre station de télévision locale Shaw à 19h.  Le magazine Teacher   Le numéro de  Mai / Juin 2013 est maintenant disponible à l'adresse: http://www.bctf.ca/TeacherNewsmagMay2013   La victoire de la liberté d'expression en cours de justice   Dans une décision importante délivrée le 21 mai 2013, la Cour d'appel de la C.-B. a jugé une fois de plus que les conseils scolaires ne devaient pas limiter indûment le droit des enseignants à exprimer leurs préoccupations au sujet de questions d'éducation dans les écoles. L'affaire centrée sur un grief déposé par les enseignants dans les écoles de Cranbrook qui participaient à une campagne de la FECB appelée "Quand apprendront-ils?" La campagne, lancée en 2008, fait apparaître des inquiétudes au sujet de la réduction des services aux élèves avec des besoins particuliers, les fermetures d'écoles, et les classes surchargées. Voici comment la Cour a décrit le matériel de campagne: Les expressions politiques en question étaient des messages critiques de politiques spécifiques du gouvernement en matière d’éducation, figurant sur les affiches placées sur les portes des salles de classe et les babillards de l'école, et sur les boutons portés par les enseignants. Conformément à une directive du conseil scolaire que les affiches politiques et l'information ne doivent pas être affichées dans les couloirs de l'école, les classes, ou pour des raisons scolaires, certains directeurs ont dit aux enseignants de ne plus afficher les posters et porter les macarons. Comme elle l'avait fait dans une précédente affaire en 2005, la Cour d'appel a conclu que les limites de la commission scolaire à la liberté d'expression n’étaient pas justifiées en vertu de la Charte des droits et libertés. Madame la juge Levine a constaté que: Il n'y avait aucune preuve dans cette affaire d'un préjudice réel ou potentiel pour les étudiants d'être exposés à des documents sur les questions d'éducation, ni aucuns faits à partir desquels une conclusion de préjudice puisse être tirée. Au contraire, la jurisprudence canadienne ... défend le principe que la communication le débat ouvert sur les questions politiques publiques, sont une caractéristique de la société libre et démocratique que la Charte vise à protéger. Les enfants vivent dans cette société diversifiée et multiculturelle, et les exposer à des opinions et points de vue diversifiés est une partie importante de leur expérience éducative. La présidente de la FECB Susan Lambert a salué la décision, en disant: "Les enseignants se prononcent sur les questions d’éducation parce que c'est notre responsabilité professionnelle de le faire. Nous sommes ceux qui connaissent le mieux la façon dont les décisions politiques ont un impact sur les élèves dans nos classes, et nous prenons notre rôle de plaidoyer très au sérieux. Il est réconfortant de voir une fois de plus nos droits à la libre expression réaffirmé par le plus haut tribunal de la province." Lambert a fait remarquer que les enseignants dans plusieurs autres districts ont également reçu l'ordre de supprimer des macarons, y compris ceux en disant "Fier d'être un enseignant." À Prince Rupert, un enseignant avait une citation tirée du classique du Dr. Seuss "Yertle the Turtle" sur un panneau dans sa voiture. Ce signe disait: "Je sais qu'en haut vous voyez de grands points de vue, mais ici nous devrions aussi avoir des droits." Le professeur s’est vu dire que c'était inacceptable, car sa voiture était garée sur le terrain de l'école. "Ceci et d'autres cas de liberté d'expression étaient en suspens en attente de la décision de la Cour d'appel, de sorte que nous espérons qu'ils pourront être résolus rapidement sans gaspillage des ressources monétaires limitées de l’enseignement public" a déclaré Lambert.         Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=14924&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2008 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 20, Number 4, January/February 2008 President's message Welcoming new teachers Several years ago, we began the practice of going to the teacher-training programs in the province for a BCTF Day on Campus. One of my favourite duties as president of the Federation is giving the plenary address and answering questions at our days on campus. It is a lovely experience to look into the faces of the generation that will replace us when we retire. When these new teachers enter the profession they bring a fresh perspective, recent university training, and a new enthusiasm to our schools. They cause us to see teaching through new eyes and remind us why we chose to become teachers. When I speak about our organization at these events, my commitment to the BCTF is also renewed. Most students have heard about our work in bargaining and political action because that activity gets a great deal of media attention. I let them know that we devote equal time and resources to our work as a professional organization. When we talk about ensuring a strong and stable public education system, we understand that being good teachers and becoming better teachers is one of the ways we keep our public system strong. I tell the students about our many fine professional programs such as Program Quality Teaching, Peer Support, and our workshop programs. More than 160 teachers volunteer a great deal of their precious time to become "teachers teaching teachers." I encourage the students to join one of our 33 provincial specialist associations. Our PSAs play a key role in professional development and curriculum issues. We are the only teacher organization in the country to run a lesson aids service for our members. It is never too early to let new teachers know they need to pay attention to economic security. I tell the students to make note of our $16 billion pension plan and our $180 million Salary Indemnity Fund. As for the political side of our work, as teachers we recognize that political decisions influence everything we do—how we teach, what we teach, how much we get paid to teach, how many students are in our class, and how many resources we have to meet their needs. For all of our 90-year history, we have been engaged in attempting to influence government. We will be counting on the next generation of teachers to continue that tradition. One of the most wonderful aspects of the teachers of BC is that we are not content to concentrate exclusively on public education. We are proud to describe ourselves as a social-justice union. We want to change the world for the better. That’s what teaching is all about. We continue the struggle for peace and against racism, sexism, poverty, and homophobia. In post-apartheid South Africa we helped teachers form the South African Democratic Teachers’ Union and we continue to have a very strong relationship with many teacher unions both in Africa and Latin America. We have a great deal to contribute but also a great deal to learn from our colleagues around the world about political activism, democracy, and social justice. Sometimes when I describe to students all the things the BCTF does I am exhausted, but mostly it convinces me that I am right when I tell them they are joining the finest group of teachers in the world. Our BCTF days on campus have given me the opportunity to meet many of the young people who will be the next generation of teachers and activists in the BCTF. Our union and public education will be in good hands. Irene Lanzinger)
(20141006,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/contacts.cfm?page=caps,BCTF Contacts Home E-mail Lists Links A to Z Index Contact Us Help SITE SEARCH Quick Links BCTF formsBCTF NewsFrançaisLabour linksPensionsTeacher NewsmagazineTeaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Error Occurred While Processing Request The web site you are accessing has experienced an unexpected error. Please contact the website administrator. The following information is meant for the website developer for debugging purposes. Error Occurred While Processing Request Could not find the included template CFtemplates/caps.cfm. Note: If you wish to use an absolute template path (for example, template="/mypath/index.cfm") with CFINCLUDE, you must create a mapping for the path using the ColdFusion Administrator. Or, you can use per-application settings to specify mappings specific to this application by specifying a mappings struct to THIS.mappings in Application.cfc. Using relative paths (for example, template="index.cfm" or template="../index.cfm") does not require the creation of any special mappings. It is therefore recommended that you use relative paths with CFINCLUDE whenever possible.   Resources: Enable Robust Exception Information to provide greater detail about the source of errors. In the Administrator, click Debugging & Logging > Debug Output Settings, and select the Robust Exception Information option. Check the ColdFusion documentation to verify that you are using the correct syntax. Search the Knowledge Base to find a solution to your problem. Browser   Mozilla/5.0 (compatible; archive.org_bot; Archive-It; +http://archive-it.org/files/site-owners.html) Remote Address   207.241.226.78 Referrer   https://www.bctf.ca/AboutUs.aspx?id=4306 Date/Time   06-Oct-14 04:27 PM)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=27119,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 7, May/June 2012   Physical education PSA  By Sue MacDonald   (PE BC) has been a part of the PSA council since it began 40 years ago. In fact, the Physical Education council was formed before PSAC came into being! Over the years there have been both highs and lows in our field and specifically in our specialist council. The name of the group has changed and the faces have changed but the focus remains the same. We keep our members up to date on best practices, current trends and provide support to those who need it via phone, email and through our website and a bi-monthly newsletter. Many of us present workshops in a variety of areas specific to Physical Education. We attend the Council of Provinces meetings twice a year across Canada and bring back information to our members and help them implement national initiatives. We plan conferences and professional development opportunities for our members. Our conference is currently a joint partnership with Douglas College but has been in a variety of locations over the years from Kelowna to Parksville and from Surrey to Courtney. Our PSA has been challenged over the years, not just in conference statistics but in maintaining credibility within the profession of education. Despite the healthcare crisis we are in where the current youth are predicted to have a shorter life expectancy than their parents, and the rise in type 2 diabetes, heart disease, and other life threatening diseases physical education is not given the attention it deserves. The budget cuts across the province, the reduction in specialist teachers and the general ignoring of the benefits of learning about healthy lifestyle choices and movement skills all mean that the number of Physical Education specialists and district coordinators in BC is lower than ever. In our PSA, the core group of organizers and executive do what they can with limited funding and resources. There are positives however. In October 2011, a celebration was held to recognize the 25th anniversary of the Douglas College Conference, in conjunction with the fall Provincial Pro-D day. It was a huge success with a keynote panel, a paddlewheel cruise, numerous workshops, and a chance to network and share experiences with many of those who have been involved over the years. Our PSA is currently nearing the completion of our History of Physical Education project which has been a very valuable experience for those directly involved as well as providing a reference for current and future physical educators in our province. It will be made public soon and we hope future physical educators will add to it over the years. The future of Physical Education’s place in our ever changing, challenging education system is uncertain. We continue to be hopeful that things will again take an upward swing and the benefits will move back to the forefront where we firmly believe they belong.  Sue MacDonald, president, PE-BC, bctf.ca/pebc   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=24155,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > October 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 2, October 2011   How unions protect our human rights  By Errol Black, Jim Silver   Unions are usually thought of as being about higher wages. It’s true. Unions do produce higher wages for their members (and often, as a result of knock-on effects, for other workers as well). As of April 2011, for example, the 200,000 Manitoba workers covered by collective agreements earned an average hourly wage of $24.57, 30% above the $19 earned by workers not covered by collective agreements. Unionized workers also get better benefits. Many people, including trade union members, see that as the end of the story. But unions do much more than this, and while wages and benefits are important, the other things unions do may be even more so. Perhaps of greater importance is that unions bring the rule of law and the rights that go with it into the workplace. Without a union, management can treat employees arbitrarily. With a union, they cannot. They are constrained in their actions by the legal contract—the collective agreement—agreed to by the union (on behalf of its members) and the employer. That contract, the product of negotiations between union and employer, places limits on the potentially arbitrary exercise of power by employers, and empowers union members to defend themselves against abuses in the workplace. A good example of how important such rights can be is the recent case of Dominique Strauss-Kahn, head of the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and potential candidate for the presidency of France, and a New York hotel worker. The initial focus of the media's coverage of the alleged sexual assault charge brought against Strauss-Kahn was on the implications for him, and on his arrest and treatment by the New York police and justice system. Subsequently, questions were raised about the implications for the IMF. The media were largely silent about the situation of the New York hotel worker and the circumstances that motivated her to report the sexual assault. A piece posted on Alternet, May 19, 2011 (see: www.alternet.org/ story/151022), titled “Accusing DSK of Sexual Assault Took Guts—But Union Protection is Essential,” reports that the victim of the alleged assault is an African woman from a former French colony who works as a housemaid in the Sofitel Hotel. It is, of course, a story far from over. But the author observes that there would be no story at all if the housemaid were not protected by her union contract. “There’s a reason why most rapes go unreported. But there was one thing the housekeeper knew could not be done to her for reporting her account. She could not be fired for having done so, because of the contract between her union, the New York Hotel Trades Council and the Sofitel Hotel at which she works.” An editorial in the New York Hotel and Motel Trades paper also stresses the importance of union membership. “In the worldwide hotel industry, New York City has the highest proportion of unionization (75%), and hotel employees here have the strongest union with the best contract. They enjoy the highest wages in the industry, excellent benefits, strong job security, good working conditions, and powerful grievance rights. They also have a militant union—their own organization, governed and funded not by wealthy donors but by themselves—that aggressively enforces those rights.” The burden of both the Alternet article and the union editorial is that “the union does make us strong,” both collectively and individually, by creating the conditions that allow workers who suffer abuse in the workplace to retain their dignity and seek redress and justice for the harm done them. A dirty little secret  It is generally believed that employers don’t like unions because they raise wages and improve benefits and working conditions. However, experience in the USA since the Second World War and in Canada in recent decades, suggests that the decisive motivating force in employers’ animosity to unions is that they lose the right to treat employees in an arbitrary fashion. Unions empower workers to protect themselves from abuse (unfair dismissal, discrimination, etc.) by employers and, as in this case, sexual assaults by powerful patrons of hotels. And so businesses, and many governments over-friendly to businesses, work to undermine unions. The drive to destroy unions in North America has progressed furthest in the USA. Steven Greenhouse reports in the January 21, 2011, New York Times, that union membership in 2010 was down to 10.9%, the lowest rate in more than 70 years. “The percentage of private sector workers in unions fell to 6.9%, the lowest rate for private sector unions in more than a century.” The situation is especially grim in the 22 so-called Right-to-Work (and Employment-at-Will) states, which started after 1947 in the old slave states, and then spread to agrarian and oil states. Union rates in 20 of these states are less than the US rate of 10.9%. North Carolina is at the bottom with a rate of 3.2%, less than 1/10 the current rate of 36% in Manitoba. The union movement is stronger in Canada than the USA. However, in recent decades, both the overall rate and the private-sector unionization rates, have been declining. For Canada, the rate has dropped from an average 35.7% in 1980–89, to 34.4% in 1990–99, to 30.9% in 2000–06. The 2010 rate was 29.6%. While the Manitoba labour movement has managed to sustain its strength in recent years, labour bodies must remain vigilant and intensify efforts to expand the movement in order to prevent the decline experience in the USA. What is at stake is not just higher wages and benefits, but also, as revealed by the case of the powerful man who is alleged to have sexually assaulted a female worker, the defence of fundamental human rights in the workplace. Unions protect these rights, and for this reason alone deserve vigorous public support in a free and democratic society. Errol Black and Jim Silver, CCPA– Manitoba board members and authors of “Building A Better World: An Introduction to Trade Unionism in Canada.”  Reprinted from Manitoba Office, Commentary and Fact Sheets, June 10, 2011   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9082,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept./Oct. 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, No. 1, Sept./Oct. 2003 Widening wage gap between sexes The general perception is that the pay gap between men and women has been declining as women have moved into better-paid jobs. Some women moved in increasing numbers into higher-paid occupations in the 1990s, and that has tended to reduce earnings gaps. However, much of the shrinking of the pay gap in the 1980s and 1990s was due more to the fact that men were doing badly, than to the fact that women were doing particularly well. (Adjusted for inflation, the median hourly wage of men today is about the same as in the early 1980s.) And the pay gap seems to have stopped closing in recent years. In 2002, the average woman earned $15.82 per hour, 81.6% of the $19.38 per hour earned by the average man. The average hourly wage gap was unchanged from 1997 to 2002. In 2002, women earned 81.6 cents per hour for every $1 earned by men, compared with 81.5 cents in 1997. The average hourly wage gap is smallest for younger workers. In 2002, the average woman earned $534.51 per week, or 70.4% as much as the average man. The gap is bigger for weekly than hourly wages because more women than men work part-time hours, and more men than women work paid overtime. The weekly wage gap shrank very slightly between 1997 and 2002. The shrinking of the annual pay gap—measured by the standard benchmark of average annual earnings of full-year, full-time workers—has halted from the mid-1990s. The average annual earnings of women full-time, full-year earners rose to 73.0% of those of comparable men in 1995, representing an all-time high. However, women’s earnings compared with those of men have stagnated since 1995, and stood at 71.7% in 2000 (the latest year for which data are available). Women with university degrees—traditionally the group with the smallest pay gap—were earning just 69.8% as much as comparable men in 2002, down from an all-time high of 75.9% in 1995. Economy/CLC/CALM Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9018,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2003 Special Issue Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, Special Issue, September 2003 The results of four days of closed meetings by Lindsay Hughes The meeting generally went as I expected it would. Much ground was covered in a short time because of the work done in committee away from public scrutiny. The chair requested patience on rules of order, congratulated each committee on their work rate and ethic, and talked about "transparency" and their "corporate" responsibility. The meeting went on smoothly and there were a few patronizing references to the "public" in attendance and with some clarifications, which were totally wasted because of the behind-closed-doors work. The hammering out of things had already been done and only "friendly amendments" and good-hearted joshing seemed to be left for us to "observe." This was their idea of "transparency," and should read "political transparency." The chair’s comments indicated that the teachers of the province should feel very honoured to have the opportunity to educate children of the B.C. public. He also complained of a massive mandate and very limited resources, which I imagine, are the precursor to the raising of fees. One council member indicated the council as it was now, was truly representative and he/she hoped that whatever configuration was decided upon, that is dividing the province into voting zones, would continue to show that remarkable mix. I rechecked the list of council members and thought that they should definitely change the name of the college to the "college of dealing with teachers." I’m sure some/most of these people have not been teaching in a classroom for many years. The council has a "strategic plan," and they will be working hard, behind closed doors, to get it hammered out and implemented by law, soon. They are basically corporate mercenaries carrying out the minister’s dirty work. Council member Puil, in an effort to appear vigilant, enquired about a number of budgetary figures in the Interim Budget but this turned out to be more an exercise of pointing out how lax the previous council has been rather than true curiosity. He also wanted to adjourn the meeting right in the middle of the public’s question period. It was obvious also that the council did not want their members to be going out unleashed into public meetings unless the chair or vice-chair was aware of their agenda. Generally, the meeting was slick, businesslike, friendly, and expedient and seemed to reek of the idea that these people (the political appointees) "had the key" and they knew what was best for the province and its teachers. Lindsay Hughes teaches at Gibson Elementary School, Delta. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=25456&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > March 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 5, March 2012   Looking back  By Chris Bocking   70 years ago That the military situation created by the presence in coastal British Columbia of a considerable number of Japanese, technically classed as enemy aliens, provides the Dominion of Canada with a difficult problem, no one will deny. There is less ground for unanimity regarding the policies announced in solution of the problem. In existing circumstances, good citizens will acquiesce, for the duration of the emergency, in almost any plans adopted by those in posts of authority and responsibility and will provide such co-operation as they can to ensure public safety. The Royal Canadian Mounted Police have earned popular confidence that they are in intimate touch with the situation. The sooner the Mounted Police are left to exercise their best judgment, unharassed by vindictive suggestions of ill-informed and panic stricken spokesmen of the irresponsible, the better. – March 1942, The BC Teacher  50 years ago Of the many reasons why public education may not be as effective as it ought to be, I think that overloaded classes and too much clerical and supervisory work are foremost. How can anyone do a thorough job with 40 to 45 youngsters in his class all requiring more or less individual attention? You can’t, and you won’t. You are required to spend time compiling statistics for the Department of Education. We are probably the highest paid part-time stenographers in existence! In most schools we still have to spend countless hours patrolling halls and basements, or standing on playgrounds watching the rain fall or the sun shine. Do you really need a university degree to do that? Would it not be possible to hire playground supervisors as is done in Saskatchewan schools? – March 1962, The BC Teacher  30 years ago Standardized testing has little to recommend it. Standardized tests are often misused—to the detriment of students. Testing is more than a lucrative industry. Because tests are administered and interpreted within a particular social frame of reference, the consequences of how a person scores on the tests affect that person’s life chances for education and for jobs. Tests label people. Test scores are in many ways analogous to the shoulder patch of ethnic identification worn by people in concentration camps. Both are symbols of social standing. Because of their bias in favour of white, middle class pupils who have mastered the dominant culture and their use in educational decision-making, standardized tests have helped to perpetuate discrimination against people from low income and minority backgrounds. – March/April 1982, The BC Teacher  10 years ago The Vancouver Sun headline said “Trim teacher power, Liberals urge.” The article was describing the report of the legislative committee on education and this time the headline was right. Much of the report is aimed at limiting the professional autonomy of individual teachers and at weakening the collective professional voice of teachers. The report calls for a College of Educators to take over all of professional development that is currently a part of the BCTF. Just to ensure that teachers don’t have a major impact on the policies of this College, the committee wants it to be controlled by “sufficient community members.” The college would be paid for by teachers, but without the right to determine its direction. – April 2002, Teacher newsmagazine  Compiled by Chris Bocking, Keating Elementary School, Saanich  )
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=23831,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 1, September 2011   Teachers of Home Economics Association  bctf.ca/thesa The Teachers of Home Economics Specialist Association (THESA) is proud to represent home economics teachers in British Columbia. Our members are passionate about teaching students practical skills they can use for the rest of their lives, and THESA works to provide professional development that assists teachers in bringing contemporary information and perspectives to our subject area. Our classes don’t just focus on cooking and sewing, but seek to explore deeper global and environmental issues, nutrition, biology, chemistry, psychology, economics, and many other topics. To this end, we provide resources for our teachers that include a website (www.bctf.ca/thesa), an e-mail listserve, a quarterly newsletter, and a yearly conference that is attended by a large percentage of our membership. When asked how these communication and professional development tools affect their teaching practice, many teachers felt a sense of connectivity that sometimes is hard to find within their local school environment: “We are often a department unto ourselves, especially in middle schools or smaller secondary schools. The Provincial Specialty groups allow us the opportunity to gain relevant (Pro D) information we can apply immediately” (Nancy Lawrence). The conference itself brings teachers together face to face: “Our THESA conferences are wonderful. The workshops are fun and creative, and always inspiring. But the best part is seeing the same faces every year and getting to know such a fantastic group of teachers” (Catherine Hay). And our conference always welcomes teachers from other subject areas who want a fun and rewarding professional development experience! In addition, the THESA executive works to promote our subject area and to represent the challenges and concerns of our teachers. We encourage our members to participate in provincial committees such as FoodSafe and Guidelines for Healthy Eating in Schools. We have made recommendations, through the BCTF, for participants for curriculum writing committees and resource evaluations. An executive member commented, “We are a small elective that feels vulnerable to political whims and have formed a tight knit provincial body to advocate for all home economics teachers in our province” (Tanya Silvonen). Recently we successfully lobbied to help save the UBC home economics teacher preparation program (the only one in the province) and it now continues to graduate a number of new home economics teachers each year. Last year, THESA completed an inquiry project looking at the work life and future of home economics teachers in BC. The information gained through this project will be used to continue to lobby for home economics teachers and home economics programs in BC. Teacher Sharon Kehoe sums up the feelings of many of us, “though we are surrounded by our students, teaching is nonetheless a solitary and even lonely profession. For me, THESA provides a sense of connectivity to a larger group of professionals who share my challenges and concerns…I’m grateful for the exceptional collegiality that the members of THESA offer so generously on a daily basis.” The THESA executive is extremely grateful to our members for their dedication to home economics in BC and to making THESA a dynamic and exciting PSA.  Paula Aquino, THESA president   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=17608&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 5, March 2009  Techy tidbits By Larry Kuehn Facebook to catch the criminals A Toronto cop has another approach to crime and kids—network with them on Facebook. Scott Mills says “I could prevent violence more from my desk than I could driving around to schools. Just by being out there, engaging with kids online you build relationships.” When a teenaged girl died from a knife stab last January, Toronto police used messages left on a Facebook tribute page to let students know how to provide anonymous tips. They reported that the phone lines lit up. The Ontario police college is planning to offer a course on how to use social networking sites as a tool to prevent violence. Give cellphones to those New York kids According to the New York Times, the New York City Department of education “is considering a proposal to give all students free cellphones, which would use text messages produced by an advertising agency, Droga 5, to promote achievement. The plan includes sponsorship opportunities for cellphone makers, service providers, and other marketers.” This is a student-motivation proposal by a Harvard economist, Roland Fryer, who is working as a consultant to the city schools. Besides getting the phone, students would earn extra free minutes if they do well in school. Students would be unable to make calls during school hours. No parent complaints about free cellphones were reported. Korean students rescued from addiction Korea is the country that is the most heavily connected to the Internet, with nearly everyone having broadband connections. A social networking site called Cyworld includes 85% of Korean Internet users. A consequence of ubiquity, a child psychiatrist in Seoul claims, is that up to 30% of South Koreans under the age of 18 (mostly males) are at risk of Internet addiction. The government has created 140 Internet-addiction counselling centres and 100 hospitals have set up treatment centres, according to the New York Times. Researchers have created a checklist that helps diagnose the severity of addiction. An “Internet Rescue Camp” has been created for some of the most severely affected. Participants are denied all access to computers and limited to one hour on their cellphone, to keep them from playing online games. Campers have to be kept under surveillance at all times, even when they are supposed to be asleep to keep them from trying to satisfy their craving. The key philosophy of the camp is to provide an experience of a life-style without the Internet, something unknown to Korean children. One of the students at a camp said it was working for him—“From now on, maybe I’ll just spend five hours a day online.” Students claim copyright and demand more than $200,000 for each essay In the struggle against plagiarism, more than 7,000 educational institutions use the services of turnitin.com. The company that runs it says they get more than 100,000 papers each day and more than 40 million student papers are in its archive. The company claims that more than 50% of plagiarism is from copying the work of other students. Four high school students have turned the tables, saying in a legal suit that turnitin.com is infringing on the copyright of the students because their papers uploaded to the site are saved and these archived papers are searched as part of identifying copying. The students are seeking $900,000 in damages. The company’s defense is that the students agreed to release the company from liability by checking a box to that affect when submitting a paper. Of course, if the teacher requires that all papers be submitted to turnitin.com, the students’ only other choice than to check the box is to fail. Tutoring from a distance The No Child Left Behind law in the US requires that school districts provide free tutoring if large numbers of students are underperforming. While teachers must have a certificate to teach, tutors hired by private tutoring companies don’t have to meet any qualification requirements. One state alone, Massachusetts, spent over $21 million over three years, with no way of knowing whether the tutoring does any good. While much of the tutoring is done at centres convenient to shopping malls, some of it is being done over the Internet. The US chains, such as Sylvan, offer Internet tutoring for about $50 an hour. Their prices, though, are being undercut by online tutoring from India. With highly qualified people in large numbers, but low wages, several companies have set up shop to provide online tutoring. Indian entrepreneur Krishna Ganesh has started a service that charges a flat $99 a month with as many 45-minute sessions as the student organized. He told the New York Times that “our vision is to be part of the monthly budget of one million families.” Read a story to your great-great-grandkids—gravely The virtual human interaction lab at Stanford University has created three-dimensional digitized models customized with people’s facial characteristics and mannerisms. According to the Mail and Guardian, the lab director, Jeremy Bailenson, says “you can make a digital version of you that is animated so your grandkids’ grandkids could put on a helmet and you can read them a story from the grave.” – Larry Kuehn)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=20220,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 3, November/December 2009  Yours for the asking Multimedia resources explain First Nations history, treaty making What is the Nisga’a treaty all about and what does it mean for the Nisga’a and other people living in the Nass Valley? Why are treaty negotiations happening in BC? Who are BC’s First Nations people? These are just some of the questions teachers can address with a series of free lesson plans, videos, and background information offered by the BC Treaty Commission. As the independent voice of treaty making in BC, the Treaty Commission is committed to helping all British Columbians understand the BC treaty process, including offering classroom-tested resources for BC’s teachers. Nisga’a Dancing in Both Worlds video and lesson plans Lesson plans, video clips, background information and resources are just a click away at nisgaatreaty.wikispaces.com. The classroom-tested, online resource, designed in partnership with the Surrey School District Aboriginal Education Department, works hand-in-hand with the documentary film, Nisga’a Dancing in Both Worlds. The 44-minute video, which tells the historic journey of the Nisga’a people to achieve a modern-day treaty, was approved last year by the BC Ministry of Education for use in secondary schools. The Treaty Commission then provided two copies of Nisga’a Dancing in Both Worlds to every secondary school in BC. The lesson plans were designed specifically for the Social Studies 11 curriculum by a team of educators but are available to all secondary school teachers, including Social Studies 10, First Nations 12, and Social Justice 12. Film-makers John Bassett and Rosalind Farber, made numerous trips to Nisga’a territory beginning in 2003 to document Nisga’a history, their struggle and life since the Nisga’a treaty became reality in May 2000. Bassett, perhaps best known for his contribution to A Planet for the Taking, a Nature of Things series, which won a United Nations Environmental Award, initially financed the documentary himself believing the remarkable Nisga’a story had to be told. If you would like more copies of the video, contact Kinetic Video by e-mail through their website www.kineticvideo.com or telephone 416-538-6613 or mail to 511 Bloor Street West, Toronto, ON M5S 1Y4. What’s the deal with treaties? Social Studies 10 and First Nations 12 teachers can help their students understand What’s the Deal with Treaties? by inquiring about their school copy of the popular educational kit. In fall 2000 the Treaty Commission provided the What’s the Deal with Treaties? kit to secondary schools across BC. The kit, designed to introduce the important concepts of treaty making in British Columbia, includes a handbook, a 20-minute video, and a viewer's guide. These resources are also available at bctreaty.net under “Education.” Secondary schools across BC also have copies of Exploring Aboriginal Culture: Then and Now, a learning resource kit recommended by the BC Teacher’s Federation and the BC Ministry of Education produced by ForedBC. Contact ForedBC at their website www.landscapesmag.com. From Time Immemorial Teacher’s Guide – Grade 4 Grade 4 teachers can inquire about their school copy of the ministry-recommended teacher’s guide, From Time Immemorial: The First People of the Pacific Northwest Coast.  The teacher’s guide complements the popular ministry-approved textbook, From Time Immemorial, which now includes expanded information on treaty making and self government. Diane Silvey, an accomplished Aboriginal teacher and author, developed both resources in partnership with BC-based Pacific Edge Publishing. The Treaty Commission provided the teacher’s guide to every elementary school in BC in October 2003. Additional copies of the teacher’s guide and textbook may be purchased from Pacific Edge Publishing: toll free 800-668-8806, e-mail to orders@PacificEdgePublishing.com, or visit www.pacificedgepublishing.com. About the BC Treaty Commission The Treaty Commission is the independent body responsible for facilitating treaty negotiations among the governments of Canada, BC, and First Nations in BC. To request your free copy of our educational resources or to find out about booking a guest speaker for your classroom, please contact the Treaty Commission: Tel: 604-482-9200, toll free: 1-800-665-8330, www.bctreaty.net Participate in SFU’s study on bullying James Climenhage and Dr. Michael Schmitt, Department of Psychology, SFU, invite you to participate in an online psychology study looking at your thoughts and feelings regarding bullying behaviour at school. Participants will be asked to read about a school bullying incident, and answer questions regarding that incident and about bullying behaviour in general. There are no known risks associated with participation in this study and participation in this study is completely anonymous. Your participation in this study may help to advance understanding of factors that lead to and perpetuate bullying behaviours amongst children. As well, this study may help predict antisocial behaviours within social groups, and provide potential solutions for how to overcome these types of behaviours. As an added incentive, participants are encouraged to enter their e-mail address for a chance to win $200. If you would like to participate, copy the following link into your Internet browser—https://cgi.sfu.ca/~sisclab/cgi-bin/rws4.cgi?FORM=school_bullying. As our data collection software is somewhat incompatible with Mozilla Firefox, we recommend using a different Internet browser to view this study. Art scholarships for Aboriginal youth The YVR Art Foundation (YVRAF) was established in 1993 by the Vancouver Airport Authority (YVR) with a mandate to foster the development of Northwest Coast Aboriginal art. And in 2004, YVRAF, in collaboration with corporate sponsors, created an Art Scholarship Program, awarding scholarships of up to $5,000 each, to First Nations youth who wish to develop their artistic potential and pursue training and skill development in traditional Northwest Coast visual arts.> This program addresses a need expressed by the late Bill Reid, acclaimed Haida master, one of Canada’s greatest artists, and founding patron of the YVRAF who commented that “artists need to learn the basic knowledge and skills of Northwest Coast art if quality is to be maintained and evolution of the art is to flourish.” The scholarship provides the opportunity for young people, under age 25 who reside in British Columbia, to work in areas such as wood carving, weaving, jewelry design, and printmaking with an elder, a mentor, or in a formal learning environment. The scholarship is intended to financially assist the student through a program of study that must be completed within 12 months of receiving the scholarship. At the end of the student’s studies, their completed work from a specific project is displayed at the Vancouver International Airport (YVR) for one year. Since its inception five years ago, the YVR Art Foundation has awarded $110,000 in scholarships to 25 young men and women. They have studied in such places as the Kitanmax School of Northwest Coast Art in Hazelton, UBC, Northwest Community College, SFU, Emily Carr University, and with artist mentors in their own communities. This scholarship is so much more than just a cheque; it’s a yearlong adventure. Scholarship winners are brought into Vancouver, tour the YVR Art Collection and meet their sponsor, and are then celebrated at a reception at YVR, with their family in attendance. The following day, after a complimentary stay at the YVR Fairmont Hotel, scholarship winners tour a variety of galleries, museums, and artist studios, before travelling home. They are brought back to YVR again, one year later, at the next year’s reception for the new scholarship winners, where they will show the work that they completed during their program of study. These scholarships provide not only fundamental training but also hope and encouragement to talented youth. It could make the difference in turning artistic potential into promising careers. It hopes to provide them with inspiration, contacts, exposure to the art community and ongoing support, during the award year and beyond. The application deadline is January 31, 2010, and more information can be found on our website www.yvraf.com, or by contacting program co-ordinator Rita Beiks at yvraf@shaw.ca or at 604-873-4891. UNICEF brings child trafficking into the open Child trafficking is one of the fastest growing and most lucrative international crimes. It remains, however, an issue that many of us find difficult to discuss, and because it’s so often hidden, an incredibly challenging problem to tackle. “There is almost no country in the world now that isn’t impacted by human trafficking in some way,” says UNICEF Chief of Child Protection Susan Bissell. “The statistics are staggering. More than 1.2 million children are being trafficked each year and nearly 80% of all trafficking is for sexual exploitation.” The victims of sexual exploitation are predominantly girls and young women. Girls as young as 13, mainly from Asia and Eastern Europe, are trafficked as “mail-order brides.” In most cases, these girls are isolated and at serious risk of violence. To help bring this international child-rights issue out into the open, alternative rock band The Killers and MTV have partnered with UNICEF and USAID to produce a music video for Goodnight, Travel Well. The video—released in 160 countries worldwide—dramatically highlights the dangers and impact of child trafficking for sexual exploitation, particularly for young women (youtube.com/watch?v=IoTBclI22Dk). Putting children’s right to protection front and centre is one small part of UNICEF’s global work to raise awareness and help governments, communities, and families prevent child exploitation. With your support, we are hard at work building a safer environment for all of the world's children. For more information on UNICEF’s efforts, visit www.unicef.org/protection/index_exploitation.html. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "Eid Mubarak to all those celebrating in BC!" @bcliberals - 06:52pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7294,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 4, January/February 2006 Looking back 70 years ago Nazi leaders are demanding that Jews should be eliminated from the teaching profession as incapable of comprehending the constitution and conception of the German state. While in 1932 there were about 4,000 Jewish students in German universities, the number was reduced to 223 in 1934. In Bavaria and elsewhere Jewish children are no longer admitted to the Youth Hostels that have become so important a feature of young Germany. This is justified on the grounds that "It is impossible to require a German child to sleep under the same roof with persons belonging to a foreign race." The extermination of an unpopular minority was common enough in barbarous days. It has remained for modern Germany to try the experiment of murdering a people’s soul. – January 1936, The BC Teacher 50 years ago Too many of us are prone to point out that teachers in this day and age are enjoying a "soft touch," high salaries, too many holidays, and a superannuation plan for the security-minded. On the other hand, a good percentage of us, once we were backed into a corner in the argument, would quite readily admit that we wouldn’t take on the job of attempting to control 30 or 40 young Canadians as a daily chore, and at the same time try and instill in them the educational requirements as laid out in the curriculum, for double the salary. – January 1956, The BC Teacher 30 years ago Examinations, as Desmond Morris has said, are a modern version of primitive tribal initiation ceremonies, complete with ritual, isolation from parents and external sources of help, mental trauma, and final ceremonial initiation into the secrets of the tribe. Clearly, they are institutions designed for the selection of certain people for more and more "advanced" levels of education, higher qualifications, better-paid jobs. Because the reality of this situation is that most people don’t get advanced education, higher qualifications, and better-paid jobs, examinations become instruments for the exclusion and rejection of the majority. – Jan./Feb. 1976, The BC Teacher 10 years ago In 1987, Bill 20 removed administrative officers from the definition of teacher and prohibited their membership in the bargaining unit. The courts have now decided that AOs are due "compensation." A decision has not yet been made as to the amount, but we expect to hear soon. Sitting through the final court proceedings was upsetting and discouraging. It’s hard to look at AOs, with the salary and benefit levels they have achieved through the efforts of the BCTF, and view them as a disadvantaged group who deserve compensation from teachers. – Jan./Feb. 1996, Teacher Chris Bocking, Keating Elementary School, Saanich Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NoteFromTeachers.aspx?printPage=true,A note from your teachers  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Newsletters and Alerts > A Note from Your Teachers > 2012 Archives A note from your teachers A report from the BCTF to the members of the legislative assembly   February 17, 2012 Number 1  PDF format  Restoration of support for students and stripped rights  Teacher`s highest priority is to restore class-size and composition guarantees that were stripped from collective agreements. Educational research shows that class size really does matter. Polling shows BC citizens believe class sizes are too large. There are still close to 12,000 oversized classes based on Bill 33 definitions. Support for students with learning disabilities or other special needs can’t be solved by adding teacher assistant time. Learning specialist teachers’ ratios need to be re-established. Learning Incentive Fund (LIF) is not a remedy to the Supreme Court ruling that contract stripping was illegal. The Learning Incentive Fund does not restore any of the 3,500 teachers cut by Bills 27/28 and does not restore our rights. $275 million cut in 2002 equals $336 million today. $30 million in LIF is 1/10 of what is needed to restore 2001 conditions. An imposed contract is not a fair solution  Teachers are willing to negotiate a fair and reasonable agreement. Teachers have the right to negotiate a collective agreement and have been trying to do so under the rules of the Essential Services provisions. It is time for this government to work with teachers to maintain and improve the quality of public education in this province. We are willing to consider all options to achieve a negotiated agreement. Teachers’ job action is evidence of how frustrated teachers are. An agreement, reached and signed at the table, is in everyone’s best interests. A legislated contract is more than disrespectful, it is bullying. Government’s role and objectives must be to construct a positive climate and a respectful relationship with teachers.  The facts about “suitability” and concessions  These concessions attempt to undermine the collective agreement that protects teachers from unfair and abusive management practices. Concessions are not needed to implement change in our world class education system.  “Suitability” is subjective and opens the door to bias, prejudice, and abuse. Seniority (with qualifications) is transparent, free from bias, and is grievable. Dismissal after one negative evaluation eliminates the “fair practice” opportunity to remediate your practice that is standard in all but the most abusive employment relationships. The fair evaluation process in collective agreements are long standing and were mutually agreed to by teachers and trustees.  Seeking fair and reasonable improvements to salary, benefits, and preparation time comparable to other provinces  Teachers are looking to keep pace with inflation. BCPSEA came to the table empty handed with no real mandate to negotiate. A “net zero” is actually a pay cut. Local contract benefits have not been adjusted since the early 1990s. We are not in a recession. This is a wealthy and prosperous province. We can afford to invest more in schools for students and teachers. Choices are being made (stadium roof, corporate tax cuts, smart meters, carbon taxes on schools, etc.).   The recent reduced salary package tabled by the Federation, to help reach a settlement, was cost of living adjustment for three years, like MLAs receive, and a bit of catch up in the second and third years (3% per year). We are 9th in Canada. (See tables) Other public and private sector employees received raises including school superintendents, nurses, firefighters, police, Telus, Finning, Global TV, and MLAs to name a few. Teachers have taken zeros in the past to get better conditions for students and then the class-size and composition guarantees were stripped in 2002. We are asking for a bit more for teachers, and lot more for kids. )
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=31323,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2013 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 26, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 2013   Math Catcher SFU offers free workshops  Are you looking for a free and interesting way to promote mathematics among your elementary or secondary school students, including members of Aboriginal communities? Over 1,600 children and youth have taken part in SFU’s Math Catcher program in schools throughout BC. The program aims to educate students about mathematics and scholarship in general by encouraging students to recognize how math is used in everyday life and how it forms the basis for many of our daily decisions and life-long choices. The storytelling, pictures, models, and hands-on activities used in this 90-minute presentation encourage young people to enjoy math and helps dispel myths that math is boring and abstract. Another key component of this program is to introduce these concepts to Aboriginal students through the use of First Nations imagery and storytelling and inviting Aboriginal university students to help with the presentation. Dr. Veselin Jungic, associate chair of the SFU Mathematics Dept., who started the Math Catcher Program in 2011, says “It is crucial that we engage Aboriginal students in mathematics at this early age because without numeracy skills, too many study and career options will be closed to them.”   As part of this program, Dr. Jungic has developed books and animated videos in several First Nations languages (Blackfoot, Cree, Squamish, Heiltsuk, Nisgaa, Sliammon, Halq'eméylem, and Huu-ay-aht) as well as bilingual picture books in Blackfoot/English, Squamish/English, and Nisgaa/English that he includes in his presentations. The Aboriginal students who assist in these workshops are currently enrolled SFU students who volunteer their time to this program. They get the opportunity to share their experiences studying mathematics and science as a university student. This often sparks a lively question-and-answer session with the students. Students from Metro Vancouver, Kamloops, Sparwood, Oliver, Bella Bella, Brentwood Bay, and Chase have benefited from this program supported by Simon Fraser University, the Pacific Institute of Mathematical Studies, the University of British Columbia, and the National Sciences and Research Engineering Research Council of Canada. If you would like to bring Math Catcher to your classroom, please contact: Dr. Veselin Jungic, 778-782-3340, vjungic@sfu.ca  http://mathcatcher.irmacs.sfu.ca/node    Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=6912,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 7, May/June 2006 Social responsibility or just behaving yourself? by Pat Clarke In 1996, I was a co-author with Wanda Cassidy of SFU and Carl Bogner, an independent researcher, of what became the last provincial learning assessment for social studies. Provincial learning assessments, no matter what the subject, rarely generated much heat. Most often they became bookshelf ornaments. The 1996 social studies assessment didn’t fall into that category. It actually raised a few eyebrows. The reason was that we said that social studies education in BC had become so marginalized that it was no longer considered a core element of the BC curriculum. We wrote, "Students are leaving the BC school system with only marginal abilities in such important contemporary citizenship skills as detecting bias, distinguishing between fact and opinion, and developing a reasoned argument. The social consequences of a potentially gullible citizenry should be apparent." And here we are, 10 years later, well on our way to a pandemic of gullibility. What happened? Or rather, what didn’t happen? In 1996 we hoped that our statement of concern would generate a critical review of the BC school curriculum with respect to social education. The Ministry of Education responded by setting up a Social Studies Task Force with a mandate to recommend ways to "refocus and reconceptualize social education in BC." The task force met several times and made a series of recommendations, a few of which were implemented, but most were not. In general the task force report met the fate of the learning assessments. It found some shelf space. What did happen was that the concerns set out in the learning assessment about social education became "social responsibility" and promptly fell into the mire of accountability contracts. The task force and the assessment team used the term "social responsibility." It was employed as a way of describing one of the important outcomes of social education. The concept is a fairly broad one but it primarily refers to a view of citizenship in a modern democracy. Simply put, the responsible citizen is one who is prepared to act in a spirit of community mindedness. That means they have a sense of well-being that is communal as well as personal. They are prepared to participate in their society in a democratic fashion. They understand that means both vigilance and an ability to rationally and responsibly critique, as well as support, public policy. In other words social responsibility is about being an engaged, informed, and inquiring or questioning citizen. That’s what we meant by social responsibility in 1996 Along came accountability contracts and more out of guilt than understanding the Ministry attached social responsibility to the school goal-setting process. That lack of understanding coupled with the obsession with data-driven decision making led to an inevitable train wreck. Social responsibility had to be measurable so as to inform goal setting and the accountability contract. So instead of notions such as "critical perspective" or "community mindedness" the whole process became one of measurement and counting, and those concepts are simply not measurable. So what counts as social responsibility? What can be counted, of course. Now schools routinely determine their level of student social responsibility by reporting such measurables as lates, detentions, quantity of litter on the school ground, unexplained student absence, teacher referrals of students to the office, completed homework assignments. It can all go on a chart. Long ago these concerns were reported on the back of the report card as "behaviour." Why don’t we just stick with that instead of pretending that there is some other purpose here. Certainly what we had in mind in the 1996 social studies assessment is not on the Ministry radar. That gullibility matter is still sitting there. And that gives rise to an even more disconcerting question than any raised by the assessment. Where does a preoccupation with behaviour rather than responsibility actually take us? There is of course no issue with students being on time, meeting commitments, being polite and respectful, and so on but calling this social responsibility is actually a dangerous misapplication of the term. When we place such a high value on behaviour, that is, one that is measured and articulated as a measure of accountability, and pay relatively little attention to the aspects of democratic citizenship inherent in real social responsibility, aren’t we setting up compliance with authority as a primary value? The danger is that in pursuing this approach to social responsibility we ironically prepare the ground for the obverse of social responsibility. We end up with a citizenry who may know and obey all the rules but have very little idea of the processes, values, and principles that must underlie fair and equitable rules in a democratic society. In other words, a population that equates following the rules with getting ahead and not making waves as a ticket to social acceptance and personal prosperity. Where will we be then? In a healthy and functioning democracy? Or someplace else where history tells us we really don’t want to go? Pat Clarke is director of the BCTF’s Professional and Social Issues Division. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=20430,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 4, January/February 2010  Teachers and students making a difference, globally Teachers and their classes all around the province are engaged in projects that make some connection globally. This is an invitation for you to tell about your own project. Write a description of a project you and your students are doing that has an international connection. Give some details about the project, how students are involved, what you hoped to accomplish and the impact that you think it has had—both on your students and those on the other end. Keep it short—600 to 800 words. If you have material and photos or other visuals on the project on a website, provide the web address. These will be posted on the BCTF website on the school projects section at bctf.ca/SocialJustice.aspx?id=20912. You can take a look there to see what other teachers have described in past years. Each year a Global Action Week draws attention to the commitment of governments to a goal of every child on the globe having access to at least primary education. In 2010, Global Action Week will be from April 18 to 25. The BCTF International Solidarity Program will highlight BC school global projects during that week, making stories about them available through the website. Send your stories to Anne Field at the BCTF (afield@bctf.ca). Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141003,www.facebook.com,https://www.facebook.com/events/1474978472756784/?ref=3&ref_newsfeed_story_type=regular&_fb_noscript=1,Parents Behind Our BC Teachers | Facebook For a better experience on Facebook, enable JavaScript in your browser, or switch to our mobile site. Facebook logo Email or Phone Password Keep me logged in Forgot your password? Sign Up My Events 0 Upcoming 0 Calendar 0 Past 0 Create SEP 02 Parents Behind Our BC Teachers JoinSaveInvite Public · Hosted by Katie Clunn Guests 229went 36maybe 2Kinvited English (US) · Privacy · Terms · Cookies · Advertising · More Facebook © 2014   Tuesday, September 2 at 10:00am about 1 month ago Get your kids together and lets meet outside our local MLA offices! If you can/ can't participate wear red for teachers!!! *Just was made aware Red is Liberal color ! But this is already on its way, so to clarify, I was going for Red like Apples which is a pretty typical symbol for teachers* POSTSView Declines News Feed RECENT ACTIVITY Yet Klare September 1 Share Yet Klare September 8 at 8:13pm ... before you believe the government spin, or jump to anti-union rhetoric, or bad-mouth teachers in general because of that time you had a bad teacher in high school, there are some things you need to know about this dispute: Stop whining about the teachers, start shouting about your government Disclaimer: I am not a teacher and I am not married to a teacher. I do not have children currently and have absolutely no stake in the outcome of this labour dispute, financial or otherwise. Though... niftynotcool.com Share Dale Tickell September 8 at 10:54pm http://www.greenparty.bc.ca/bindingarbitrationnow Petition calling on the BC Government to agree to binding arbitration with the BC Teachers'... To the Honourable the Legislative Assembly of the Province of British Columbia, in Legislature Assembled and the British Columbia Teachers Federation: greenparty.bc.ca Share Mobile Find Friends Badges People Pages Places Games Locations About Create Ad Create Page Developers Careers Privacy Cookies Terms Help Facebook © 2014 · English (US))
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/01/will-grouping-by-ability-mean-re.html?showComment0751328379971119,Staffroom Confidential: Will grouping by ability mean re-segregation? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Monday, January 16, 2012 Will grouping by ability mean re-segregation? One of the aspects of the "BC education plan" most touted by the government recently is the notion of grouping students by ability, rather than age. A quick perusal through the moderators remarks on the government website shows that comments favourable to this viewpoint are highlighted. The topic also made it into the Vancouver Sun and Janet Steffenhagen's education blog. On it's face, it is an attractive idea. Teaching a group of students with a wide variety of ability levels is very challenging and time consuming. One of the simplest and yet most important theories in the educational literature comes from the Russian educational psychologist, Lev Vygotsky - the "zone a proximal development". In regular words, this theory states that optimal learning takes place when the learning is attempting to do a task just outside their current ability level. Too far, and the learner is lost. Too close, and nothing is learned. Clearly in age-segregated classrooms, it is difficult to consistently reach every student's optimal learning "zone". Because children learn at different rates, age segregation does a poor job of filtering students according to ability. In addition, ability level varies across subjects and tasks. A typical classroom in BC today can easily have a grade level differential of 5 or more years. This means a Grade 8 class can have students with a Grade 2 reading level and students with a Grade 10 reading level, for example. On one level, it seems like the most obvious thing in the world is to simply re-organize according to ability, not age. And yet there are some significant consequences. Schools and classrooms are not only for academic learning. They are social places. Children are impacted by which groupings and which schools they are placed in and can become stigmatized by these choices. Grouping by ability automatically sorts children the same way a report card or a test score does - into "winners" and "losers". A look at some similar educational philosophies reveals some of the dangers inherent in this approach. There is a considerable body of research on "social promotion" - keeping students with their age cohort rather than retaining them in a grade level. This research generally shows no academic benefit to retention, and that a number of social effects of social promotion are positive - fewer drop-outs, less high risk behaviours and less bullying. Particularly in early years, research supports the finding that there are negative impacts associated with retention as opposed to social promotion (http://www.ericdigests.org/2001-3/policy.htm). Another form of "sorting" of students was the exclusion of students with a disability from the "regular" classroom - a practice that was successfully challenged and eliminated under the Charter of Rights. Prior to integration, many students with disabilities were segregated into separate schools and separate classes within schools. Research assessing the impact on educational outcomes of different models of inclusion have been mostly inconclusive. As one researcher acknowledged, integration took place at the same time as the beginning of the long decline in school funding, the mid-1980's. It is therefore difficult to judge the success of inclusion (http://www.cesc.ca/pceradocs/1999/99Dor%E9_Wagner_Brunet_B%E9langer_e.pdf). Some argue that age grouping is an artefact leftover from the factory model of schooling introduced in the early twentieth century. This is the argument put forward by Sir Ken Robinson, and has gained some traction with some educators. And yet Britain already went through a long process of eliminating forms of streaming, which is a form of ability grouping (albeit within an age cohort, rather than across age cohorts). In the 1960's the government eliminated tested entry into levelled schools, in favour of comprehensive schools based on geographic catchment. This was a progressive change aimed at eliminating the advantages of the wealthy in a publicly funded system. One of the difficulties with ability grouping is the impact on equity. Students with advantages from outside of school factors (home life, socio-economic status) will tend to enter school at a higher ability level. When they are then streamed into a higher level class or school, the school system will serve to exacerbate the differences, rather than diminish them. It was precisely this effect that comprehensive schools based on geography were meant to eliminate. Call me cynical, but I believe the government's interest in ability grouping is actually a way to save money while satisfying well off parents whose children are likely to do well and who can pay for outside tutoring and extra assistance when they need it. For these children, the streaming into ability grouping may well lead to better outcomes over the same time period with the same funding. Meanwhile those who have traditionally cost more to educate and who need additional supports, learning assistance and intervention, will be streamed together in their own class. Sounds like a new form of segregation to me. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 3:30 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 3 comments: Lenore S CJanuary 16, 2012 at 4:47 PM I agree with you totally. As a parent with a child who has learning problems and special needs, I know what you write is true and it is all about wrong values and ignorance about true education.ReplyDelete imaginefunlearningFebruary 4, 2012 at 10:26 AM I couldn't agree with you more. There is the argument that in combined classes the "older students" will help the "younger students", but we all know that this means we now have an even greater span in ability ranges. I like how you brought Vygotsky's idea of ZPD in here, and think about how much we have to fight to have time to work with students considering his idea of dynamic assessment. I dug up an article by Elliot Eisner called "What does it mean to say a school is doing well?". Eisner says that because of standardization the deeper problems of schooling go unattended and teachers become isolated. And he says that the press toward standardization is because of our age-graded system. "Age-graded systems work on the assumption that children remain more alike than different over time and that we should be teaching within the general expectations for any particular grade. Yet if you examine reading performance...the average range of reading ability in any ordinary classroom approximates the grade level." So at grade 2 there is at least a 2 year spread, grade 3 there is a 3 year spread, etc... So there is the potential that in grade 8 there is an 8 year spread. The public might think this is an exaggeration, but any teacher will tell you from experience this is more the norm than the exception. Eisner concludes that, "Children become more different as they get older, and we ought to be promoting those differences and at the same time working to escalate the mean." To do this we need the support of our government in making the classroom working conditions reasonable - which at the present time they are not. Thank you for your blog posts that are highlighting the frustrating circumstances that us teachers are facing on a daily basis/ Jonathan.ReplyDelete Tara EhrckeFebruary 4, 2012 at 12:30 PM Thanks for your thoughtful comments Jonathan, and for readers out there please check out Jonathan's very interesting blog on educational issues: http://imaginefunlearning.blogspot.com/ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ▼  January (13) How to reduce income inequality BC Schools: A decade of choice, a decade of declin... What is fair and reasonable? Twitter tale - Consultation, Minister Abbott style... Alberta teachers in negotiations BCTF presents reduced set of proposals School boards discuss 'net zero' Will grouping by ability mean re-segregation? BC teachers describe workload issues at bargaining... BC public sector enters 2012 bargaining Superintendent of Greater Victoria received 10% wa... Should BC teachers get a salary increase? Myths & ... A year in review: waking the sleeping giant ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/IssuesInEducation.aspx?id=5758&printPage=true,BCTF > Where can this lead?  	BCTF > Issues in Education  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Issues in Education > Assessment, Evaluation and Reporting > Testing Where Can This Lead? “Standardization of our educational systems is apt to stamp out individualism and defeat the very ends of education by leveling the product down rather than up” (Harvey Cushing, 1869-1939) One of the most worrisome trends now being seen in the United States as a consequence of an over emphasis on standardized testing is a decrease in school completion rates. In many jurisdictions, the American No Child Left Behind (NCLB) Act has led to many children being left out. For example, in Texas where a secondary school standardized testing program has been in place for several years fewer students are graduating. The testing scheme is sold as way to monitor students’ progress and get them the assistance they need to succeed. In fact, it seems to demoralize them and push too many out of school. In BC this could very likely become an outcome of the new provincial exams in grades 10 and 11. Standardized testing narrows the curriculum. These tests are primarily oriented to assessing factual recall or other fairly simple learning skills such as paraphrasing and content understanding. They cannot assess important aspects of learning such as creative and critical thinking. An emphasis on such tests does have a noticeable "dumbing down" affect on what is emphasized because it is these lower level skills that will be tested. As the well-known expression has it, "what counts is what's counted" and in the context of these tests creativity and critical analysis do not count. Standardized testing means standardized teaching. With too much emphasis on "achievement and performance" teachers are forced to focus on an end product rather than the individual child. The teaching concern becomes achieving an arbitrarily determined standard. Teachers are encouraged to focus their teaching on the students who can show the most improvement and therefore raise the quality of the "outcome." Teaching becomes less individualized and less focussed on the particular needs of each child. Links Amrein, Audrey L. and David C. Berliner. An analysis of some unintended and negative consequences of high-stakes testing.  BC Teachers' Federation. The American experience with standardized testing. BC Teachers’ Federation. Large scale testing and its impact on graduation rates. Dillon, Sam. Schools cut back subjects to push reading and math. Mathison, Sandra and Wayne Ross. High stakes testing leads to bad education outcomes. Nichols, Sharon L., et al. High stakes testing & student achievement: problems for the NCLB act.)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9370,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 19, Number 2, October 2006 The word on the street is: Thanks BCTF! Hundreds of people came by the BCTF booth at Vancouver’s 12th annual national book and magazine festival, Word on the Street (WOTS). More than 500 booths, exhibitors, presentations, and displays circled the Vancouver Public Library inside and out. The day bustled with families, kids, and adults of all ages under a warm September sun. The BCTF was present with a booth celebrating teaching and learning. Many brochures, literature, buttons, and other items were available free for anyone who stopped by. Vancouver Canucks mascot Fin was on hand as the event had a hockey theme this year. Fin dropped by and proudly wore a Friend of Public Education button for the duration of the event. As part of the WOTS treasure hunt, the BCTF gave away a small book and a coupon for Vancouver Kids Books, who partnered with us for the treasure hunt. Many families who stopped by to collect their gift thanked teachers for the incredible job they do. They recognized the many hours spent preparing lessons and the energy required teaching every day while building important relationships with students. One visitor emphatically stated, "They don’t pay teachers enough for the important job they do!" Others commented that they couldn’t do the job—it is too demanding. Several Washington State teachers stopped by and remembered the support BC teachers showed the Marysville teachers’ strike several years ago. That strike was long and bitter but spirits brightened when the BCTF table officers showed up in solidarity and donated $10,000 to their strike fund on behalf of BC’s teachers. That support was reciprocated last October when Washington State teachers walked the picket line in solidarity with our members. One Washington teacher remarked, "I’d love to live and work up here. You guys are so great and it’s so beautiful." Teachers who stopped by stocked up on materials such as buttons, calendars, and bookmarks. "It’s great to see us represented here," several teachers commented. Also flying off the table were the small sized Charter for Public Education posters, a perfect size for every classroom, library, and staffroom wall. Many teachers who stopped to chat had questions about the collective agreement bonus and Bill 33. Several student volunteers, dressed in the red WOTS t-shirts came by to pick up the ubiquitous Friend of Public Education buttons. Their teachers encouraged them to participate in the event and the students were glad they’d taken the advice. "Our teachers are so awesome! They really encourage us to try different things like getting involved in the community." One of the most heart-warming conversations took place with two young women who approached the booth. They had just graduated from their teacher education program and were starting out as teachers on call. They were friendly, bright, and intelligent but what they wanted to talk about the most was the unionism and collective strength of the BC Teachers’ Federation. "Thank goodness the BCTF exists to look after teachers," they said. "You guys did an amazing job last October. Who else would look out for us?" In their view, the BCTF makes a huge difference in the working and learning conditions of teachers and students. They were proud to be part of the union and ready to get involved. So a day organized to publicly mark the importance of reading, writing, and publishing was also a day where many took the time to acknowledge teaching, learning, and unionism, and say Thanks BCTF! Word on the Street is a national event held in five cities across Canada. Go to www.wordonthestreet.ca to learn more. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media last tweet "" @ - 12:00am Follow @ last post "" facebook/ - Jan 1st Like Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=19532,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 1, September 2009  Science 10 provincial exam survey By Grahame Rainey Ever since the introduction of the Science 10 Provincial Exam, in 2004, science teachers across the province have expressed concerns about the provincial exam and the effect it has on the teaching of science in BC. A new BC Science 10 Curriculum was implemented, in September 2008, without any resources or financial support from the ministry. Teachers have had to rely on the resources produced by publishers, industry, and not-for-profit organizations. With declining budgets, many districts have not been able to provide sufficient resources for proper implementation. The BC Science Teachers’ Association (BCScTA) surveyed science teachers, during the winter of 2008–09, to validate the concerns that have been expressed over the last few years. There were 202 responses to our web-based survey. The respondents represented a broad spectrum of science teachers, both by location and teaching experience. Respondents were asked a variety of questions including: What are the effects (both positive and negative) of the Science 10 provincial exam on you, the classroom teacher (or on your colleagues)? and What are the effects (both positive and negative) of the Science 10 provincial exam on your students? Good science teaching practice involves students participating in many labs, research projects, science fairs, and other experiential learning opportunities. The vast majority of survey respondents indicated that the Science 10 provincial exam has caused a significant decrease or entire deletion of lab activities in Science 10 classrooms, coupled with a preponderance of direct instruction through lectures. Teachers are struggling to make it through the approximately 100 Prescribed Learning Outcomes and hundreds of scientific terms that students have to memorize for this exam. Respondents repeatedly stated that the science teachers in their schools no longer wish to teach Science 10. Many responses indicated that those students with IEPs or lower literacy levels and ESL students struggled with both the large amount of vocabulary and the language level of the exam. Classroom experience has shown that many of these students simply give up. Teachers expressed frustration that they are being forced to leave slower students behind in order to complete the course and have time to prepare students for the exam. Concern was expressed about the multiple choice nature of the exam, as often students may have partial knowledge of the topic, but unless they select the correct answer, they do not gain any marks. Eighty percent of respondents would like to see the ministry return to Provincial Learning Assessment Program (PLAP) testing, which was used successfully prior to the introduction of the provincial exam to randomly assess students’ knowledge of science. After discussing the results of the survey, the BCScTA executive made three recommendations, which were included in the report sent to the Minister of Education. The BCScTA recommends: The Science 10 Provincial Final Exam be deleted from the provincial graduation requirements. That teachers participate in school-based decision-making regarding the development and use of a course final exam in Science 10, as is currently in effect in other Science courses in Grades 8, 9, and 11. That the ministry consider redeveloping and implementing the former Provincial Learning Assessment Program (PLAP) that randomly tested students on a wide range of process skills and laboratory skills and provided feedback to individual schools and teachers for the improvement of teaching and learning. The full report is available, to download, on our website: www.bcscta.ca, where you will also find a link to the Globe and Mail article, published August 20, 2009, that featured some of the survey results. Grahame Rainey is president of the BC Science Teachers’ Association. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141006,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2014/09/tentative-agreement-yes-or-no.html?showComment0751410998975031,Staffroom Confidential: Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, September 16, 2014 Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Despite what I know was a herculean effort on the part of our bargaining team, I very much hope that BC teachers will vote no to the tentative agreement. After five weeks of strike, and twelve years of legal battles, this is not the deal that will restore sanity to public education and it is not a fair deal for teachers and students. Just as teachers in Saskatchewan rejected a deal to ensure a better outcome, I hope BC teachers will consider a no vote to let our team know we have to go back to the bargaining table. Class size, composition The agreement provided a modified LIF fund starting at $75 million per year and increasing to $85 by the last year. It is for teachers only, which will mean a slight improvement in Districts where sizeable portions were spent on Education Assistants or senior District staff rather than teachers. However, in an average size District like Victoria (20,000 students, 1,000 teachers), this will translate into about 5-10 more teachers. That is one for every five schools. To put it in comparison, Justice Griffin's judgement estimated the lost funding due to lost class size language at about $330 million in current dollars. (Read more here about the proposed Education Fund.) I heard so many teachers speak up about the need to ensure that we do not return to over-crowded classes when the strike ends. This agreement does very little to alleviate what is the most pressing issue. Throwing away the court victory The agreement provides a "reopener" in the event we win on appeal our class size language. What this means is that the language returns, but is not implemented until new language is negotiated. Without the actual implementation of the returned language, there will be very little incentive for the government to bargain it back. We would essentially be back in the very same position we are in today, with government trying to bargain it out and us trying to bargain it back in. In my opinion, even if we were legislated back to work we would be in a superior position. If we won the appeal the government would then be forced to implement the language. We are thus throwing away our historic court victory and the bargaining pressure it potentially creates. The reopener is really only mildly less offensive than E80. In both cases, we have to bargain back what was illegally taken from our contract and the government will probably never have to restore it. In fact, the "reopener" creates the perfect opportunity for government to lock us out to try and force us to agree to something far inferior. Throwing away the remedy for the last twelve years The agreement provides $105 million to compensate for grievances over-sized classes for the last twelve years. Using Justice Griffin's estimates, our loss is roughly $300 million times 12 = over $3 billion. I cannot fathom how $105 million is a fair compromise. The BCTF's original proposal to put this money back into the system was a more fair and productive approach. This agreement means we can no longer go to the courts for a fair remedy. Wages The agreement is very close to government's original offer. While I would be willing to accept this if the class size language was returned, teachers should not be taking such a significant monetary loss without the commensurate gain in working conditions. We have lost roughly 12% of our annual salary. We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut. Minimal improvements There are very minimal improvements in preparation time for elementary teachers (10 minutes per week), and TTOC daily rate. The TTOC daily rate change may depend on your grid placement. It could actually be a wage loss for long term TTOCs who are above category 5 and step 7. There is also $11 million in health and dental benefits. At 40,000 members, this is $275 each. Hardly worth consideration in the context of the rest of the agreement. What next? There are a variety of options if we vote no. We can continue the strike. We can choose to return to work and continue bargaining. We do not, and should not, accept an agreement that doesn't meet our needs and doesn't meet the needs of students and public education. When Saskatchewan teachers rejected the first deal which had 5.5% wage increases over four years, the second deal had 7.3% increases over four years. They have said this still isn't good enough. For us, our main issue is classroom conditions. We need to say this isn't good enough. The way to do that is to vote no. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 7:48 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 124 comments: Troy MooreSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:17 PM The EC recommendation states the open clause will be argued from restored language. However, selling our grievances for nothing as the 105 million is strike savings, is plenty of reason to vote no. Further, no composition caps, but a fund controlled by Superintendents is enough reason to vote no. Thursday I will vote no.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:06 PM Re-opener also says "education fund" in place until new language bargained, so old language can disappear forever.Delete Reply Mme RousseauSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:33 PM Government starved us to death hoping we'd vote yes to whatever deal they'd offer. Planned it from the start.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:07 PM We can sill choose (collectively) to return to work if we reject this deal. Many options.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:09 PM Great analysis, Tara! I think that returning to work would be a bad idea. This will frustrate parents more if they need to find new ways to deal with taking care fo kids. USe the money given to you by the other unions. I am a teacher who had to quit for stress over the terrible condition of work (split FI grade 4/5, several low LD kids with little support, one severe with no support, 2 gifted (no support), and a principal who expected me to teach 2 separate social studies AND science programs)Delete Reply Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:56 PM Good points by all but the gov't succeeded in starving my family out and completly breaking us. I will be voting YES and live to fight another dayReplyDelete Replies schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:21 PM 'Fight another day'? In the last twelve years that we have been pushing back against this government, never has the tide tide been so much with teachers, class size/composition, and public education - and never has the government been pushed back onto the ropes (especially with the call for binding arbitration). What 'other day' is being proposed that we wait for? Now is the time. Vote 'no' and give the BCTF bargaining team a renewed mandate to get a decent deal for students and teachers.Delete Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:10 PM "Another day" means to wake up and realize that 2more weeks means my family of 5 could lose our home. It means I will do all I can to recall Cc, Factbender, and other mla's, and maybe even having "a guy I know" have a chat with them. In year 1 of their reign, I don't believe they even know what "the ropes" are. I will vote YES ...for my family, and I can live with thatDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:12 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply Karen FergusonSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:03 PM Just a question: When the Saskatchewan teachers voted no, had they already been on strike for 5 weeks?ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM No. They are working with no contract. They are not on strike.Delete Shannon DavisSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:23 AM I am a Saskatchewan teacher. We are not on strike; we are currently in the conciliation process after voting "no" to 2 previous offersDelete Reply "Mama Rose"September 16, 2014 at 9:27 PM Can we truly return to work without agreeing and continue bargaining? When I suggested returning to work a few weeks ago, the answer was "being on strike puts pressure on the gov't and without pressure they have no reason to settle." And can you explain more how legislating us back would be better than agreeing to this deal? And finally, why would the BCTF executive put forward a deal that was not a good one?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:30 PM Because they need confirmation of the resolve of the membership to get something better. That is what a no vote does.Delete Reply Troylana MSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:28 PM some great points to ponder, tara......thinking thinking....ReplyDelete schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:43 PM If we vote 'no' to the tentative deal we still have options: We'd not have a contract. But we could... a) strike with full picket lines b) partially strike with phase 1 (work-to-rule) in schools c) partially strike with periodic/rotating job action d) continue negotiating e) return to work and re-escalate strike f) some/all of the above ReplyDelete Replies Caroline MackenzieSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:21 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:14 PM a) will expedite matters (I say less that 3 days)Delete Reply danabjornsonSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:05 PM I am thinking that a legislated, crappier contract would only be in effect for 2 years max (before elections...). If we take this offer, then we will be agreeing to this pseudo-E80. Should we win the court case (which we likely will), we will have to settle on the terms of the THIS negotiated contract which doesn't actually restore learning conditions; it simply allows for those conditions to be negotiated. If we say n, then we default to the 2002 contract, which DOES restore the language. A "yes" vote is saying that we are good on "crumbs"; a "no" vote is saying we want an actual meal. That's my understanding, anyway. Please correct me where I am wrong, Tara. :)ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:44 PM And word is IF they legislate, they could opt to legislate back Grade 10-12 only causing the union to have to lay off all teachers and re-hire based on seniority. That will tear the union at the seams pitting teacher against teacher for those positions. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:17 PM There will be a general strike if that were to happen! They better not do this. They will regret it.Delete Reply imaginefunlearningSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:09 PM Some good points on the background of our fight over the past 12 years, which I have been actively engaged in; however we need to recognize the climate we are in. We are not in Sask. people! We have just come through a very long summer!! We need to thank our @bctf bargaining team & recognize the toll this has taken on all of us & our families. I don't have the luxury of more time on the strike line. This may be as good as it gets. Let's read the agreement and consider getting back to work and making some $ again! That's my 2 cents worth, which would come in really handy right now!!!ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:18 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply RobSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:11 PM Go back in work to rule mode. Work this winter to recall every Liberal MLA. ThAt is the only way to apply pressure to these criminals. ReplyDelete Replies Kate RestonSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:03 PM Recall! Not sure who won the battle but the war is still onDelete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:14 AM Well said Kate... I agree 100%Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:20 PM I think say NO and a better deal will be done in less than 3 days. These guys are not criminals, they are lower than that. I bet they get a sick pleasure in hurting the kids and the teachers.Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:31 PM An official recall is in the works: https://www.facebook.com/groups/316129595235450/?fref=ts Please consider joining.Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:26 AM Leah - do you honestly think anyone who voted BC Liberal did so thinking that they would act any differently on the education file?Delete Reply JJSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:16 PM I am glad to see other members who share my views. I am outraged at a 1.2 percent "raise" in salary per year that doesn't even meet inflation of currently 2%. I feel used and abused.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:23 PM Not to mention all of the other pittance! I am actually surprised that Iker asked teachers to vote on this! Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:18 PM Hi Tara Thanks for the summary! Will we be able to vote NO to the deal, but vote YES to returning to work? Will there be three options when we vote Thursday? Why did the BCTF agree to a substandard deal for us? If we vote no to a deal that was recommended to us, the teachers look like the bad guys and public approval will plummet. I am very disappointed and frustratedReplyDelete Replies KataSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:12 AM Public approval will not necessarily plummet. I have seen strikes where the membership has voted against the executive's "best results to date", and ended up with a better offer. This offer is an insult. The $300 million will not bring funding to the national average (I believe). More importantly, the wage offer is half of the average wage increase for public and private workers (StatsCan). Delete Reply MontySeptember 16, 2014 at 10:19 PM Thank you, Tara. My thoughts too, more clearly expressed. As well, Thursday is too soon to vote, too soon to vote, too soon to vote........ReplyDelete Richard ChalkeSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:21 PM Vote no and lose every shred of public support...just sayin!ReplyDelete Replies UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:31 AM I am a member of the public and would support a "no" vote. js!.Delete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:01 AM Richard Chalke, NO you won't! I am a mother with 3 adopted special needs children who need to be in a class that is designed for them and others like them (my kids are academically slightly delayed but their issues are more social and behavioural) where they can receive the education they deserve taught in a way they can comprehend. I will speak now for all the parents I know, and we will support the teacher's if they continue to fight for our children's best interest.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:28 PM It might not be pretty at first, but once we explain things (and I hope the Mandarin-speaking teachers flood the Richmond organization that voiced their concerns), they will back us. The 3 billions that the judge came to is the first I hear about. This should be stated to every newsmedia comment section in the province. Minimize pickets and flood those outlets with commenters, just like the Liberals do. Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:45 PM I am a member of the public and a single Mother of a child in the public school system. You will NOT lose one bit of my support if you vote no. I know that you are sacrificing so that my child can have a better education, and I am most grateful for it. Having said that, I also know that you are exhausted and broke. I have been dreading that you may have to settle for less than what you (we) deserve because the government succeeded in breaking you. I am not in your shoes, so cannot judge. If the vote is a yes, I understand and I am still behind you. Delete Reply Alison RocheSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:25 PM It is a crap deal. It's always a crap deal. Once you raise the stakes to striking, anything else is a cave in. The last time we walked out was the 3 day illegal strike where I threw away 1200$ and got EXACTLY the same contract I had the year before. The BCTF called it a win because they didn't rip up MORE of my contract. Ridiculous. There are a few of us that believe that working to contract, doing 100% of your teaching job and nothing more (like paying for supplies out of your own pocket or EC) is the only way teachers will survive this government. What if they get re-elected again? Then what? Teachers have lost thousands to these clowns to make "statements" about the state of public education in this province. We can't keep sacrificing ourselves and our families. And in the meantime, you talk to parents about why you have to take this crappy road. Because up until this strike they mostly didn't care about the state of education, but god forbid you didn't run a Sports Day. Then suddenly they wanted to know what the hell was going on. Keep the conversation going in schools. Attend your PAC meetings and stop enabling this govt to underfund and overwork the system. And still get paid!ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:20 AM I am very excited at the prospect of returning to my beloved job on Friday. However I will NOT continue to put my personal money into my classroom and I will be seriously reconsidering my involvement in extra curriculars. I think we shoot ourselves in the foot with all the unpaid work we so willingly volunteer to do. Delete Reply FCSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:38 PM I heard a rumour last week from a loose lipped government insider that after the 22nd, depending on the outcome of the negotiations the Liberals were going to announce a 3 step process. I was not clear if this was based on 3 steps to resolve the strike (perhaps the 3rd step is legislation??) or 3 steps to overhaul the education system, either way, they will settle it outright. I wish you all luck and all the information that you need to make a sound decision of what you feel is best.ReplyDelete Replies Lisa BurrowsSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:53 PM I have heard similar rumours. On the 23rd, the gov. was planning on introducing a $6000 per year voucher system for 3 choices: an academic or trades program, or something called EducationCanada. Not clear whether their intention was to privatize the public system, de-certify teachers and hire them back under new wage/benefits. Not clear where these rumours originated from. Maybe fear tactics to get teachers to vote yes. In any event, I plan on voting yes. I signed up to be a teacher, not a martyr. This strike has cost us a lot. We need to regain our livelihood and hopefully continue the conversation about class composition. We have at least awakened many people to the issue, and the court case is still an avenue that could eventually improve teaching and learning conditions.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:33 PM I urge all teachers to fight and say NO to this deal. Retired teacher who had to retire because horrendous work conditions. Make me proud. They will not last long if you say NO! I know this is tough, but there is money and I hear that Van City does offer loan at low to 0 %. Banks do allow you to miss a mortgage payment. Go talki to your banker.Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM Will school districts require teachers to make up missed days, as suggested in the media? Will the school calendar be changing to make up for the missed three weeks and if so will we be made aware of those changes PRIOR to the vote? ReplyDelete KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:41 PM "Wages..... We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut." And that is the cost of going on strike!!! There is nothing that can be done about that. You cannot go on strike and put up the raise you want every week to compensate for your time on strike - it doesn't work that way.ReplyDelete Replies Drew StevensonSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:59 AM I believe the missing "..." Suggests that they meant to refer to the losses against inflation since the last wage step increase. Thus this contract does not allow us to recover the buying power lost to inflation since the last non contract or "0%" year. Add those up and compare against the proposed increase and you see that by the end of the contract, we won't be able to afford the same value of goods (loaves of bread, watts of energy, litres of gas) that we could at the end of the last contracts term. It was not a comment about wages that were lost in the strike. Those are really small potatoes when compared to the grinding power of inflation over years and years. The next contract will use this latest for a bench mark so these losses to inflation will grind at all teachers for as long as they teach. A death of a thousand cuts to our ability to afford basic goods and services. Any raise less than inflation is a cut to the value placed on us and on our ability to pay our bills. Delete Reply Ed SSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:09 PM Having lost $20,000 (including summer school wages) as the single income for a family of five is far too much; I will be voting YES to the deal, unless the independently wealthy teachers out there who wish to continue the strike will pay my bills and mortgage for me.ReplyDelete Replies Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:14 PM I feel ya. Yes for meDelete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:18 AM Ed S. With all due respect (and I mean that), how did you lose $20,000 in the strike? Teachers were out 2 weeks (all out) before they were supposed to be in June, and now 3 weeks for the start of school? It is my understanding that teachers don't get paid through the summer months. Please correct me if I'm wrong, wherever I'm wrong. Shouldn't you have been financially alright for the summer months at least? Also all teachers knew this strike had a possibility of extending into the new school year but no one teacher budgeted for this possibility? I'm truly just trying to get a clear picture of where this all stems. NO disrespect intended.Delete BlairSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:12 AM Kelly, not Ed but if you look at the numbers there was the 10% lockout haircut in May/June plus the loss of most of June and the loss of much of September. In our 1 teacher (1 non) household we calculated a $9 K - $10 K loss so far. If you add summer school earnings you can easily make the loss in the $20 k zone. As for budgeting, we budget for the summer, but did not expect the 10% haircut, nor the loss of June/Sept days which completely messed our budgeting calculations. A very good friend (single teaching mother) was crushed by the loss of the June income and is without a penny today.Delete Mr. SmoothSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:35 PM The only one who didn't get a haircut was Jim Iker... and he needs one more than anyone else. What's with that over-coiffed 70"s mullet Jim? Does wonders for the BCTF brand image!Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:55 PM Jim's hair is not open for discussion in a respectful space like this. As for his salary, he is a teacher who does not get paid when we are on strike.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:04 PM Totally agree!Delete Reply Mr. GSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:24 PM If I thought they could do any better I would agree with voting NO, but you have to be realistic. The BCTF does not use professionals to bargain and always ends up with much less than they promise the membership when asking for a strike vote. While this is not a great deal for teachers, I really think you're fooling yourself if you think it'll get any better.ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:02 AM BCTF needs to be replaced with younger more adept representatives and advocates. Also, we should be hiring professional contract negotiators - you don't go into battle with cut throat corporate types with a wooden knife. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:37 PM This is BAD deal! Say NO to it and show those (expletives) that we will not take it anymore! Come on! Show them that teachers have a spine! They will respect us, oddly!Delete Reply retaSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:51 PM I agree with Richard. Those in the public that are uniformed would be furious, and there are many teachers who just can't afford to use their wages as their voice any longer - too much has already been donated to the government. In my opinion, the deal is pretty lame. I am sitting on the fence.ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:24 AM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:26 AM So true!!! I cannot afford to fight this battle for public education any longer. Why is this my personal and professional obligation??? However I think this deal is weak weak weak. I also think its the best we are going to get. Ideologically I'm on the fence but my wallet will vote YES.Delete Reply SirThinksToo MuchSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:54 PM My wife and I will be voting "Yes" on Thursday for it is the middle path. The easy path would have been for us to go back to school with E-80 & E-81 over our heads. The difficult path would be for us to vote "No" and put our mortgage at risk and having to continue asking retired parents for handouts to feed a family with three kids. The middle path is the wisest choice for us considering the current political climate in which those who do not teach are the quickest to judge it harshly.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:41 PM I understand that this is really tough for you! I almost died teaching a few month ago. I had to quit. Please consider holding on and say no. Remember the short loss in salary will be offset in the LONG-RUn by better salary increase. This is a joke! They will be laughing at you even more if we accept this. This is a very bad deal! However, I do respect your position!Delete Reply DaleSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:16 AM Why would classroom conditions be better on October 9th after being legislated back? We have been outplayed because of our stubborn refusal to outdated, tired old tactics. It is because of these actions that have led us to this terrible deal. Time to reset, regroup and stock up for the long haul. Can't do it if half the members commit hara kiri on themselves. We are a union of professionals not a cult. ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:49 AM Could not agree more.Delete schreck!September 17, 2014 at 9:44 AM Could you please advise which tactics you believe could have been used to secure a superior deal?Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:47 AM Full disclosure: I'm a BC Liberal supporter. The only people who would benefit from a NO vote are the BC Liberals. Teachers would be bargaining with no leverage whatsoever and would be viewed by a large segment of the population as unreasonable. The BC Liberals then get portray themselves as the only party capable of dealing with the BCTF. schreck! says that the BCTF has the government on the ropes, but he couldn't be farther from the truth. The government wants people to view the BCTF as their primary opponent. Disputes like this just shore up the BC Liberal base and protect its right flank. Any half-baked recall campaign will only reinforce that. It's true teachers aren't going to recoup the lost wages from the strike. I would suggest to you that that means this job action was probably not in teachers' interests, especially without any sort of appreciable strike fund. This is the best deal teachers were ever going to get with this government and people should have been able to recognize that in June. If you want my advice (which you probably don't), it would be to spend the next 5 years building up a strike fund, electing better leaders, and hiring a professional negotiating team. Don't bring a knife to a gunfight and expect things to go well. Focus on getting the best deal you can from whoever the government is rather than trying to change the government, the HST, Kinder Morgan or a thousand different issues that distract from education and erode the union's finances further. You'd be doing yourself a favour, and probably doing the NDP a favour at the same time. Also, if schreck! is David Schreck, you can thank his opposition to STV for the last two BC Liberal majorities. I know I do.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:11 PM One step would be to stop making political contributions to the NDP. This only contributes to the childish animosity and lack of trust that has constantly characterized negotiations. How else can the Socreds/Liberals view teachers except as enemies when they so publicly support their opponents. This stupid confrontational immature approach has to STOP!!!!! Education should not be a political fight when it is so obviously a valuable benefit to our society. It was an NDP government that legislated teachers back to work in 1993. Stop making education a political fight.Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:10 PM I don't think they have to go that far. CUPE and the Nurses still contribute to the NDP yet they don't have the same acrimonious relationship. CUPE and the Nurses just make their members their priority, and broader advocacy second.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:55 PM Ryan (possibly a Liberal paid commenter), with all due respect, I disagree with you. The cumulative increase in lieu of this will be better. Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can. I say to Iker, ask for 6% over 3 years because these people love to play the 15% over 15 year game to make it so big on the surface. Some people think that this is 15% every year. Believe me! I have seen it in comment sections. Others believe that the 15% is too high not understanding that they must divide things over the duration of the contract. It is time that we play it smarter. It is time to put the foot down and ask for money given to us by other unions, if it is needed. Banks can accept one late mortgage payment. It would be suicidal for them to not help. Imagine the possible damage if that ever leaks out. They could lose a lot in teacher money. I for one would pull my money out of a bank in support! Teachers are going to show this government that we have a spine! Enough is enough! Aren't you tired of being treated like kids? (Retired teacher who almost died in a car accident because of work conditions that were horrendous. I had to quit.)Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 AM Not paid by the BC Liberals. I pay them actually... :/ I imagine astroturfers of any affiliation wouldn't disclose their bias. "Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can." How did that work in May 2013? If the teachers reject a contract that their own union endorsed, it will make teachers seem unreasonable. Whether that perception is true or fair is irrelevant. It's what will happen, and teachers will be weaker as a result. Take my advice. Build up a strike fund and focus on the internal governance of the BCTF for the next 6 years. You'll be better off for it. Or not. I don't mind you or others making it easier for the party I support to get elected. I'd just rather not see kids and teachers hurt in the process.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:37 AM Ah! The "don't-hurt-kids" card, hey, when you have underfunded education for 12 years! WOW! That takes the cake! Are your trolling? Oh! You are serious? :) Would you be surprised if I don't follow your advice, considering your lack of logic? Would you be surprised if others don't follow your advice? It is ttue that bullies like you and your ilks love to show who is the boss, who is the teacher now! I suspect that is at the root of the problem! No one wants to fail in school! No one wants to get the strap! Sad that today's teachers don't like it too! But, who cares, we are ... teachers! We deserve it! BAH! BAH! BAH!Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:22 PM That's fine. I look forward to another 16 years of BC Liberal government.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:41 PM 16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate! Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan! Sociopaths do that!Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 9:35 AM "16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate!" 16 years of our opponents still don't understand why they lost. Like I said, that's fine with me. If I said the Liberals would be in power for at least another 13 years back in 2004 you probably would have laughed too. Heck, if I told you on May 13 last year that the BC Liberals would be reelected on May 14 you'd probably have laughed too. And you were wrong. Why is that? Answer that question if you want the NDP to win the next election. Without a correct answer to it, the NDP's cause is hopeless. "Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan!" You feel they are flawed, and that's fine. I don't go around calling people who disagree with me sociopaths, nor do I accuse them of being paid shills. But I also don't feel much need to address your ad hominems. There are logical arguments to support your position, but argumentum ad hominem is not one of them. It's a textbook logical fallacy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 1:15 PM Ah! Now I get it! It is all ego-based! You think because you voted the winning party that you are a winner and we are losers! You think because you predicted that the Liberals would win, you are winner. That does not make YOU a winner or the Liberals! It is called DEMOGRAPHICS, you expletives. The baby boomers are getting old and because they have more assets and won't make a whole lot more for too long, they need to vote a govn't who is going to do just that! It is not rocket science! WOW! You think you are so superior when your party stole an election with 47% of the popular vote. That's not a majority and your party should not have been elected. BTW, did you delete from your ethical memory the words Ethnic voting scandal? The field is slanted and you know it. However, you are so willing to minimize, forget the scams and bad fairplay tactics like a sociopath is allowed to minimize or ignore his or victims emotions that you don't see that you are the loser, we are the victim of your constant bullying. 1% wage increases after years of 0% increases and you can justify that when Yahoo reports that the average Canadian can hope to get 2.5% this and next year: https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html You Liberals behave like fascists, but we can't call you that because that's not allowed! Well! Guess what? It is and you are. Live with it! You keep on dreaming you are a genius! :) I am retired, getting soon a nice pension, and laughing at you from a beach somewhere! AHAHA! Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 2:14 PM What's with the name calling Peter? For someone claiming to be retired you really don't show the wisdom of age. For someone who talks about logic, you use logical fallacies like ad hominems a lot too. It's a fair point that the BC Liberals didn't get a majority of the vote (and I'm a very big supporter of electoral reform). The BC Liberals + Conservatives did though, and I don't think it's realistic to expect the BC Conservatives to have been more generous had they been part of government. Last time I checked I just voted. I didn't "victimize" anyone. Perhaps your rage is misplaced. If you think the election was "stolen" I'm afraid I have to question your grasp on reality though. "Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?" I'm glad you'll have a pleasant retirement Peter. I have no ill will towards you. I'm not sure why you think I do. I'm not saying people were *right* to vote BC Liberal. That's a matter of opinion. All I'm saying is people *did* vote BC Liberal. More voted BC Liberal than BC NDP for the last 5 elections in a row actually. You need to understand why that happened in order to change it for the next election. Clearly you're not interested in that though. Which is fair enough. Just remember next time you're upset about something the BC Liberals do that your lack of interest is part of why the BC Liberals get elected at all.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 3:23 PM I love your culture --or the lack of thereof! Guess what, stop thinking averybody is white and must follow your little rules. Namecalling? Sociopath? Whaaaat? And, what if you are? Still can't call you that? :) You fascist right-wingers are big on censorship! I just don't like you giving us lessons on how to get the NDP in. As stated, people are voting right of the NDP because it is a matter of demographics and a little ethnic vote buying on the side. The rest is mumbo jombo. Yes, of course, they will have to go on strike in the future and yes they will have to build a strike fund. The Liberals stole that from the BCTF too! And, you wonder why I don't have any respect for them? Yes, electoral reform is needed! We agree!Delete Reply JJ GeorgeSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:46 AM As a parent, I support the teachers and respect whether they choose to vote yes or no. However I noticed a discrepancy here from other information I've read regarding prep time for elementary teachers. Here it states minimal improvement to prep time - only 10 minutes per week being added. Elsewhere I read that it is 100 minutes per week for prep, increasing by an additional 10 minutes in the final year. That is a significant difference, and worth noting. Or have I completely misunderstood?ReplyDelete Replies Anne-MarieSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:59 AM Elementary teachers currently have 90 minutes of preparation time per week so an increase to 100 minutes per week is only gaining 10 minutes. In other provinces and some private schools they have as much as 45 minutes of prep time per day.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:56 PM Thank you for inquiring!Delete DW ZSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:57 PM You're right JJ George. There is a significant difference around the province regarding preparation times. In my district elementary teachers currently get 100 minutes of prep time. This new proposal is useless to me. I'll have to wait 6 years to gain an extra 10 minutes. Delete Reply UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:11 AM Almost nobody gets cost of living adjustments. Also inflation is NOT 2%. Do some research and look at the CPI for BC over the last 24 months. The average over the last 2 years is 0.7%, not 2%. The CPI changes every month so you cant just look at the highest month and declare that THE inflation rate. Check out the 12 month averages document for the actual numbers. http://www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/StatisticsBySubject/Economy/ConsumerPriceIndex.aspx All that being said I support the teachers. if you think this is a bad deal as a parent my dream would be for the teachers to vote no but continue bargaining because I do think the kids need to be in school and I do fear that the teachers will lose all support if the strike continues. All I ask as a parent is that you do your own research and try not to be swayed by all the opinions. ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:01 AM Inflation for August was 2.1% (http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/economy/cpi-report-expected-to-reveal-rise-in-canadas-core-inflation-rate/article20593943/). The CPI is a year-over-year calculation.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:43 AM Inflation should be looked at as a yearly average, not an individual month.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:34 PM The lawyers do not believe we have compromised our court deal. Our leadership would not have sold us out. We dodged a bullet. The Premier had something loaded even if we are not sure what it was. The idea that we could simply return to work is not guaranteed. I think a no vote could easily lead to the Liberals locking us out again because the Premier wants to crush us and she will use any excuse. She did not want to take the advice of her people and do this deal. I am certain a plan for drastic action (where we have to take the concessions they had planned) or worse - was in place. We can't guarantee the press will do any better job explaining the complexities should we say no. They rarely sided with us in markets outside of Vancouver where people are more political and they often misled or allowed others to mislead. They are not helping and would sensationalize. This would see dissolution of support very quickly - especially if we asked for wages. (Though admittedly it angers me that we can't ask for wages without being accused of being greedy when that is what most bargaining units do). But we have argued this is about kids and while this is not ideal - it is better to have teachers than not. The deal does suck in that it does not bring us to par - but this fight needs to be won with a strategy that is political and capacity will do that in another round. We have some support - but it is limited to the choir. We need to have the pews too. We need to build that capacity while working and continue to find allies because the fight is bigger than most people want to consider. This is about ideology and about privatization. Education always was political but never more so than now and we have to fight this party or the conservatives who would do the same or worse. No teacher who is responsible can ignore the politics any longer. That is simply the truth. If you work in the system you better get informed and you better be prepared to fight until retirement for the system. That said, I want to ask the same question others are asking: Why is this the job of 42,000 teachers and not the job of all citizens who want equality to fight for this right? It is time (while the conversation is still on-going and up to and including election night) for us to guide the public where we can but mainly play our part by not propping the system up. Make poverty known. Make noise about shortfalls, ask questions (in the media or in board offices ) about who is going to fix it instead of paying ourselves, volunteer some but wait for the pubic to step up so they see what schools lack. I hate the deal too. But I trust Vince Ready and Iker and I don't think we could have done better right now. I think we dodged a bullet because I have read everything this government has put out and followed the trail. They plan to privatize and they are just looking for the route. Voting YES for now does not mean we are giving up. It does not mean a win in the way we wanted but we have won a battle that will lead to us winning the war. If we don't rest up and stock up we might not get there.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:57 PM Well, if it is bigger than just this battle, then we will need ALL the unions to strike if they do indeed use drastic (draconian) measures. I say it is time for ALL of the unions to call a general strike. I guarantee that they will not like that one bit. What will they do then? Call the army? :) People in Europe, at the end of the 19th century stood up in mines. General strikes do occur in Europe and have. If you think you had it tough, think of them who stood tall for US in tougher times and conditions. Make sacrifices. Sell furniture. Tutor on the side. Ask for the BCTF money. Ask your banker to help. As friends and relatives. If we say NO, it won't last long. If they legislate us back, let's call a general province-wide strike of all unions. Delete Reply Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:47 AM Between CC's smug smile as she celebrates slaughtered teachers and Jim Iker's goofy grin - seemingly unaware that he has been a willing puppet, I am thoroughly disgusted. Over the next 5 years, teachers will be in an increasingly bad situation financially, classrooms will continue to be too large and complex with increasing medical, social and environmental issues impacting academic delivery. It could not be less obvious that things will continue to worsen. The Liberals have ensured that BC is rapidly becoming the Canadian Monaco for rich off shore interests and wealthy corporations. Soon the underpaid "workers" will have to be bussed in daily to Vancouver - Asian style. The only recourse is to move to just about any other province and bring in up to $100,000 more over the six years with much less cost of living. So we are bailing, encouraged by friends who have gotten positions in Manitoba and Alberta. My colleagues and I discovered through contacting several school boards across Canada that specialist (special needs and behavioural) and secondary science teachers are in particular demand. I want to work in a professional, respectful environment where the needs of all children are considered a priority and where I feel inspired to do my best. However, I want my vote to reflect the wishes of teachers who will be here over the next 6 (5) years, so very much appreciate your blog and opportunity to read the comments.ReplyDelete Bert SlaterSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:11 AM To vote YES will throw away 12 years of effort, and 2 victories in BC Supreme Court. To vote YES will be to snatch defeat from the jaws of victory. If you vote YES what bargaining power do you think you will have - the government will do nothing, and then what do you think you will do - take job action? PLEASE VOTE NO.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:59 PM Time to show you have a spine!Delete Reply RodSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:06 AM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Cool HandSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 AM Wouldn't a 'No' vote be a vote of no confidence in the BCTF itself?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:02 AM Not at all. It is just a message to the leadership we need to do better. The strength of the union is the members, and we support the leadership by giving them direction through democratic means.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:40 PM I disagree. How else can a recommendation by the EC to vote yes be interpreted? Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:00 PM I am sure people will interpret this both ways, but it is a vote. If it is supposed to be a "Yes", because it might be interpreted one way, then why bother having a vote?Delete Kate TSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:07 AM Yes , it would be. I don't think we could come out much better than this with this government. How will a No obtain that? Christy will be happy, she can declare the BCTF gone and roll out her plan to privatize. Delete Reply David DeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:06 AM A no vote would be a rejection of a the court victories defied by the government and an inadequate deal containing some vague promises that won't meet the needs of teachers or students on class size and other important issues.In Ontario elementary teachers get 200 minutes of prep time per 5 day cycle. I know there is financial hardship, but the union has received close to $2 million in donations from other unions; is there no way of accessing hardship funds? At minimum, vote no and return to work on work to rule with various strike options.ReplyDelete Erica JonesSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:25 AM This article actually makes me so mad. It is NOT better for the kids that they have missed almost all of june and all of september. This is what you signed up for in BC as a teacher. Get on board or GET OUT.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:20 PM Is this really what teachers signed up for? At my high school, each class has about 30 kids, with an average of 17 kids per classroom with an identified learning disability. Our district says that there should be no more than 4 kids per classroom.. How do you expect non-specialist teachers to help each student when over half of them require more resources because of a learning disability? Furthermore, are you generalizing the "better-ness" to all the kids in BC? Because I don't think that it would be better if kids went back considering the learning environment isn't up to par. There are barely any Education Assistants, and support teachers for the multitude of children who need them. While I recognize and appreciate your enthusiasm for education, please realize that the public school system isn't a daycare. Also, please think about your words and the learning environment prior to speaking out. By the way, we're not an autocracy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:08 PM I can understand your frustration! Understand mine! I almost died at 7:30 pm one night returning from teaching a FI split class with several students who did not get enough support or no support at all. The principal expressed to me that he expected me to teach 2 different social studies programs and 2 different science programs. ANYONE I talked to knows that this is impossible to do, especially in French Immersion when kids get no support at home and books are often too hard for students to read. I had to quit my job. I did it for me and did it for the kids. I was like a surgeon who is asked to operate on 5 patients with an old scalpel with 2 inexperienced nurses. Predictably, 4 patients would die and I would be reprimanded! Teachers are put in terrible conditions and kids too. I hope you have the openmind to consider the reality of this honest personal anecdote. I also wish you to understand that this is likely not an isolated incident. What will it take? A kid to commit suicide because he or she is not getitng enough support?Delete Reply hilarySeptember 17, 2014 at 10:29 AM It is incorrect to equate lost funding with what the teachers would have received in grievances. The two are not equivalent. The starting position of the BCTF was $225M, so they never expected $3B to resolve grievances. I'm also interested to know where you get your figures on overcrowded classrooms. A recent Globe and Mail article says that classrooms are, on average, smaller than the caps set in 2002.ReplyDelete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:36 AM The signing bonus should be roughly $2500 each: 105 million divided by 41 thousand.ReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:53 AM It is not that simple. The $105 million is to be allocated by the union. The term "signing bonus" has been crossed off on the signed document. Some of that money may be used to pay union debts. Don't know this but clarification would be useful.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:16 PM Just quoting from the CBC news website, "And finally there are details of $105-million fund to settle grievances stemming from the ongoing court case. The BCTF says that money will be given out as a signing bonus, with specific amount yet to be determined."Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:34 AM I think it would be smart to put at least part of it into your strike fund.Delete Reply WheelsSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:55 AM If the money is used as a signing bonus, it should be based on FTEReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:12 PM Yes I am sure it will be based on FTE. The question is how much of the $105 Million is actually distributed. This is up to the union, and I am told that it is yet to be decided.Delete GuruSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:44 PM And don't forget all the retired teachers who are entitled to a share of it.Delete Reply Geoff OrmeSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:18 PM In another discussion of this someone suggested that under BC Labour Law a no vote means rejection of the proposed deal, and that means the strike continues until either: - the union in question elects to stand down - another tentative deal is presented or - the government imposes a legislated contract. I think the last of these is the most likely, and I believe the legislated contract would be draconian and brutal. What do you think, Tara? Also, I would appreciate your thoughts on Sandy Garossino's comments at https://storify.com/Garossino/should-teachers-accept-the-contractReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:14 PM If this is so, in a few month (likely a couple of years), teachers will win so much more with a Supreme Court judgment! It is possible that the Liberals know that the higher courts are stacked by Liberal judges (that is what happen when judges are chosen, not elected). In any case, a negative settlement (or not a great judgment) will galvinize the public to reform the way the Supreme court judges are being chosen. I doubt that any govn't will want that to happen. A legislated contract will make the LIbs look like sociopaths and dictators.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:47 PM Peter I think you are expecting far too much from the public, many of whom are only paying attention to this matter due to kids being home from school. The public are not remotely this savvy on the political process.Delete Reply IslanderSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:09 PM I am a continuing education teacher. We have it even worse and we are not listened to enough about our poor conditions. Those include no prep time (and we do have to mark and do report cards many times a year sometimes and commonly for 30 students in a class), travelling to different schools with no compensation, and having next to no breaks in between 3 hour classes. I worked for two years with no lunch break and taught 6 hours straight (just 15 min. breaks) to be told, "don't complain since there are others who will do it". We then got 15 min. breaks in between classes. Most of our students are wealthy immigrants, many who try to stay in classes as long as possible since the classes are free. After spending a year in Germany, I realize how better organized it is where the immigrants pay to learn the language on a sliding scale, and have to pay for a student book as well for each class. We do not even have text books, but photocopy so much at tax payers' expense. This is not right. I then teach summer school since we were not on a 12 month continual salary and most of those students are also immigrants (at least 75%). This is also free and it is becoming so common and the new immigrants know this is free babysitting and tutoring. I think one main problem is that we have so many new immigrants in our classes who need ESL like this article states about our inclusion style of education nowadays: http://www.vancouversun.com/life/Shelley+Fralic+trouble+with+schools/10203596/story.html I am honored to be teaching and like my job, but it does get exhausting especially since I need two or three jobs to pay the mortgage that I now no longer have.. back to renting since it all I can afford in this city that has become so expensive. And many don't realize that it is very very difficult to get to full time work as a teacher here. There was a formula that made it take about 10 years to get to f/t (now finally changed). I have been without pay for 3 months, and now had to finally rent a place in anticipation of returning to work, so I have to vote "yes", but please keep the comments coming for what alternatives we have. Maybe we have to just educate the public in a better way than picketing; maybe get out and walk around malls and talk to people and hand out pamphlets on how this liberal government is hurting this. Most Asians (probably just the new who are from such a different system) are already against the teachers since they do not seem to understand what is going on. http://www.vancouversun.com/Business/asia-pacific/Chuck+Chiang+Many+Asian+families+place+blame/10202757/story.htmlReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:17 PM First of all, myn thoughts are with you! I think your ideas about using different strategies is smart. Picketing is not a very good strategy to let people know about things. I think using the membership to flood media comment sections would be more effective. Going to talk to the public might be a good idea along with this, I think. Phone the BCTF and ask for support.Delete Reply Marsha HolleySeptember 17, 2014 at 1:36 PM A teachers wife Vote no you have come to far to back down. It is a -----Y DEAL. ReplyDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:45 PM Ask yourself WHY teachers cannot get 1/2 of the average increase in salary of the private sector? (The Libs will tell you because there are sooooooo many teachers, but I also hear that there are provinces where there is a need for teachers!) TORONTO - A new study says that Canadians, on average, can expect about the same size salary increase next year as in 2014. Human resources consultants Pal Benefits says a survey of 401 organizations, mainly in Ontario, Alberta and British Columbia, projected salary increase for 2015 at an average of 2.79 per cent. That was almost unchanged from the 2.74 per cent average increase projected in last year's survey. Meanwhile, in addition to the average salary increase remaining relatively steady year over year, the survey found that the percentage of employers who plan to freeze salaries appears to have stabilized at eight per cent —in the same percentages as was projected in 2014. Breaking down the numbers further, the survey found the average salary increase anticipated in the engineering, financial services and high technology sectors was three per cent. That compared with an average of 2.5 per cent on the low end for organizations in durable manufacturing. https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.htmlReplyDelete "Mama Rose"September 17, 2014 at 9:12 PM I used to agree with you, Tara, and appreciate you bringing these items to your blog to get us all thinking. But after a very long night and day of research and discussion, I realize I will be voting yes tomorrow. Here is why: I don't care about salary or benefit increases. That is not why I went on strike. I don't care if this tentative deal is not good for teachers. That's not why I went on strike either. For me, the single most important issue is class size and composition. I want to work in a classroom where I have enough time and resources available to me to adequately help all the students I teach. And while it is true that this tentative deal will not change anything in the classrooms right now (or at least most of our classrooms), I realized that we couldn't actually make changes in that area because the issues of cs and c is before the courts. When I made that connection and realized that this round of bargaining was really about a "good enough" agreement regarding wages, then the deal seems, well... good enough. BUT, the best part, is the language the BCTF legal team made around the furture court decision (the re-opener). They have it in writing that if we win the court case (which is likely) and when we have to start bargaining class size and comp again (that is exactly what Justice Susan Griffin said we would have to do) we will be STARTING from the 2002 levels. To make this simple to understand, I explained it to my friends using a number line. With this new language, the BCTF starts the next round of bargaining at say a 50. The government will want us to go to 10 or 15, and we'll compromise and end up maybe 25. But WITHOUT that language, we would have started bargaining at a 10 and only gone down from there. So I do believe it is the best deal possible, it still factors in the biggest issue (from my perspective), we do not lose the important gains of the past, and most importantly, everyone gets to go back to school.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 PM Mam Rose, I appreciate your point of view and your courage. However, let me point out to you and the readers that a decision at the BC supreme court might not turn out the way teachers anticipate. We all know that judges are appointed and who does the appointing? "All justices of the BCSC (including the position of Chief Justice and Associate Chief Justice) are appointed by the federal cabinet, on recommendation of the Minister of Justice. Masters are appointed by the provincial cabinet, on recommendation of the Attorney General in consultation with the Chief Justice." (Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Supreme_Court_of_British_Columbia) Now, I would like to think that all of those people are objective, but they are appointed and we know that there are political appointments. They have a lot of discretion over the laws and judgments. I am willing to bet that the BC Liberals do know this and are betitng the farm (or do they know something we don't know) that the Supreme Courts are stacked against teachers? So, I am not sure if we can count on a WIN if we proceed with the court ruling. I think we would be better to negotiate and negotiate a better deal.Delete Reply retaSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:57 AM Yes...no...yes...no...The last two days have been this. I’ve read so many articles and comments over the past few months and, I can say, I have learned a lot. I know this is not a great deal for teachers right now. I will be voting yes. This is why… 1. The children. Without going into the multiple issues (e.g., grad, post secondary, trades, sports, global education/trips, planned activities, those with varying degrees of special needs, those that need a soft place to land, etc., etc.) the children need to get on with their education. 2. The parents. For many parents, this strike is a financial burden. We do not like to be called baby sitters, but for many living below the poverty line, school is a financial relief. Winter is coming; gas bills will be expensive. 3. Poverty. Remember, BC has the highest child poverty rate in Canada. Schools feed and clothe numerous children. 4. The other systems educators work collaboratively with. MFCD, CYMH, foster parents, group homes, and the multitude of non-profit agencies that support vulnerable children and families are bursting at the seams. We are a part of that team. 5. CUPE. While some have been paid during this strike, that money is coming from districts. It was not provided by the government. And, CUPE is a partner in education - from the bus drivers to the tech dept to custodians to secretaries to EAs and so on. 6. Small Businesses. In our little towns, the school district is the number one employer. There is a direct cause-effect relationship between loss of wage and loss of business. 7. Money. The amount of money that is needed to reverse the erosion of the public education system over numerous years cannot be recouped in one sitting. This agreement is a start. It’s not much but the stage has been set. 8. THE COURT CASE. That is why we were on strike. All the other stuff could have been resolved months ago, but our government was working hard to make the court case go away. Well, it still exists. I consider that the victory. We live to fight another day (as rhetorical as that sounds) AND I hope people actually read the ruling and think critically about how a loss could impact the future of the Charter of Rights, and the power of government to contravene those rights. I am guessing we will vote to ratify as so many fear “what’s next?” from this government. It’s nasty business, and I think legislation would be next. VALUING PUBLIC EDUCATION needs to come from a STRONG, CONSISTENT public voice. If we do ratify the agreement, and those in the profession and public think we've given up, we have not. We’ve been fighting for years. We just haven’t been heard… until now. ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:21 AM I understand your point of view, but sometimes you have to fight to get what you want. This is a VERY bad deal, considering: Other people get on average 2.5% salary increases last year and this year and the next and the rest of us get 1% and must feel happy if we do.? (https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html) THIS DEAL is a horrendously BAD deal for kids/parents as well, of course. We are going to continue to be humiliated and be the laughing stock of many people of this province. After a decade of paycuts, WOW, this is what they are willing to offer! WOW! WOW! WOW!Delete Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:30 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Reply Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:37 PM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:08 PM Let's cross our fingers! I think we need a general strike by all unions if CC legislates teachers back. It is time to put the foot down and tell her and the Liberals that, as in the movie Network,"I am mad as hell and I won't take it anymore!"Delete Reply Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 8:26 PM Needs help on some stats for an online debate Looking for the last 10 or 15 years of contractual salary increases in %. So, 1% for 2001, 0% for 2002,...ReplyDelete Children FirstSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:00 PM Well it's all done now. Really hope the teacher's can find another angle to deal with class size and composition as well as student funding. The government will make sure the coming court case never swings your way no matter what. 2nd most expensive place to live in the the world!!! Wonder why and where the money goes??? ReplyDelete AnonSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 PM I'm an outsider, but have followed closely this whole fiasco and this is a RAW deal. Your union hung you out to dry on this one - taking a really bad deal (clearly no one from the BCTF had rudimentary math skills in their toolbox) and then publicly encouraging to the media that teachers accept the deal....what choice did you have - a no vote would have outraged the public. I could go on and on, but the bottom line, in my opinion, is that your union better get some stronger leaders who are PR and technology savvy. Out with Iker and the rest of those who bargained on your behalf - they just got ......well , we know that happened. Whew, can't even believe how screwed you got, absolutely amazing - nothing meaningful gained in the big picture and only very minor gains for a small group of people, bigger losses for the majority.. Wow - I better stop now. Best of luck. Thanks for all you do for our children. ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ▼  September (9) Reflections on the BC Teacher Strike BC Teacher strike - Lessons learned Response to Sandy Garossino Will the Education Fund improve classroom conditio... Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Class composition: a human rights perspective Class size and composition - a short visual histor... Guest post - I WILL HOLD THE LINE Teachers - let your leadership know it is time to ... ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12000,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2001 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 13, Number 4, Jan./Feb. 2001 Retirement and pension-planning tips by Dale Lauber The key to a happy and successful retirement is good planning that starts early and is thoughtful and thorough. The two dimensions essential to good retirement planning are financial and psychological. While the power of investment returns generally encourages an early start to the financial planning, preparing mentally for retirement is equally important and should also begin early, well before the event. What can you do to plan well for retirement? Attend a BCTF Pension Seminar while you are in your 40s. Pension seminars review the basics of the Teachers’ Pension Plan and incorporate changes to the plan rules and regulations as they occur. The information in the seminars will assist you in maximizing your pension benefits. The schedule of seminars, held on Saturdays, appears on this page. There is no cost to attend the seminars, and registration is unnecessary. Visit the BCTF web site on pensions, www.bctf.ca/pensions/. The web site has helpful information on the Teachers’ Pension Plan and on purchasing leaves of absence and tax implications of such purchases. You will also find a link to the Pension Calculator. Visit the Pension Corporation web site, www.pensions.gov. bc.ca/teachers/. That site is another good source of information about the Teachers’ Pension Plan, and on that site you will find the pension calculator, a great tool for estimating your pension at contemplated future retirement dates. Consider a leave of absence purchase if it applies to you. The purchase of a leave of absence will increase your pension; in some cases, however, that purchase may not be cost effective. For example, the purchase of a maternity or parental leave of absence is almost always cost effective, as employers are required to pay their share of the contributions, plus interest. On the other hand, the purchase of a general leave of absence may not be cost effective for you. For more information on the purchase of leaves of absence, you can visit the aforementioned web sites or contact the BCTF’s Income Security Department. If leaves prove to be an advantage for you, they should be purchased as soon as possible after you return to work. Do some financial planning. The power of time and investment return on savings makes financial planning an important part of retirement planning. If necessary, use the assistance of a financial planner or the services of a financial institution. Contact the BCTF Income Security Department with your pension questions. Though we are not able to provide personal appointments, we will certainly respond to specific questions. Use e-mail, alambert@bctf.ca or dlauber@bctf.ca, fax: 604-871-2287, or phone 871-1920 or toll free 1-800-663-9163. Other pertinent pension issues Reinstatement A reinstatement repays to the Pension Corporation funds that were taken out of the Teachers’ Pension Plan at some date prior to 1996. Those funds, plus interest, may now be reinstated in the pension plan. There is no time limit on the reinstatement; however, the interest will accrue until the application for the cost of reinstatement is received by the Pension Corporation. Application forms are available from your employer, your local, the BCTF, and the Pension Corporation web site. Purchase of less-than-half-time service A new provision of the Teachers’ Pension Plan allows current members to purchase the time during which they may have worked less than half time and did not contribute to the pension plan. An application form and detailed information in a publication entitled Pensionfacts are available from your employer, your local, the BCTF, and the Pension Corporation web site. Joint trusteeship of the Teachers’ Pension Plan The members of the Teachers’ Pension Plan ratified the agreement in committee to transfer the TPP to joint management. At this time, the Trust Agreement, the legal document setting up the plan as a joint trusteeship, is being prepared. When the agreement is completed, it will be formally signed by the government and the BCTF. Although the additional government contribution to the pension plan will become effective on January 1, 2001, it is likely that for pension plan members, additional contributions will not start until later in the year, perhaps February or March. Dale Lauber is an assistant director in the BCTF’s Income Security Department. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/BCTF-research.aspx?id=18006,BCTF>New research report on poverty and education, April 1, 2009  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development BCTF-Research Archives 2012-13 2011-12  2010-11  2009-10  2008-09  Home > Publications > BCTF Research > BCTF-Research List > 2008-09 Archives New research report on poverty and education Students are not to blame: Understanding the structural causes of family poverty Margaret White, Research analyst, BC Teachers’ Federation Research shows that BC has the highest child and family poverty rates in the country. Poverty affects students in both rural and urban areas. Educators across the province are increasingly challenged to help students overcome educational barriers related to poverty. Part 1 of the report discusses why it is important for educators to challenge assumptions and beliefs about the structural causes of poverty. How we think, feel, and communicate about poverty makes a difference in how students feel about themselves and their school community. Part 2 of the report provides an in-depth look at the structural factors which individuals lack control over that contribute to increasing family poverty rates. The erosion of family income over the past decade makes it difficult for families to survive on one income, yet maternity and childcare benefits in BC and Canada lag well behind European countries. Rapidly rising housing costs are a significant factor driving poverty rates in BC. So, too, is the expansion of low-paying, insecure employment that results in some parents working at two or more jobs to make ends meet. Education can buffer family poverty, yet the rising cost of post-secondary education prevents many families from gaining the skills necessary to move out of low-wage employment. Governments have not done enough to foster the expansion of quality jobs that provide a living wage. Minimum wage and other income supports for low-income families have not risen in proportion to the cost of living. These are all structural causes of poverty. While they may not be under the control of an individual, all of these factors can be addressed through social and economic policy. Scandinavian countries have shown that economic productivity, family-friendly policies, and poverty reduction can successfully coexist. Some provinces in Canada have taken the lead, especially Québec, with promising results. If the British Columbia government is committed to having “the best educated, most literate jurisdiction on the continent” (Ministry of Education, Budget 2009: 2009/10 – 2011/12 Service Plan. p. 15), policy-makers can start by taking action to end family poverty, thereby removing a significant barrier to educational success. The full version of this research report can be found at http://www.bctf.ca/publications.aspx?id=5630#EI. Submitted by Margaret White, mwhite@bctf.ca. April 1, 2009 This item will be saved on the BCTF’s website in a list archive, at http://www.bctf.ca/publications/BCTF-research.aspx. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/IssuesInEducation.aspx?id=5642&printPage=true,BCTF > Test and Assessment  	BCTF > Issues in Education  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Issues in Education > Assessment, Evaluation and Reporting Testing and Assessment Testing The misuse and overuse of testing is having a significant impact on teaching and learning. What is the problem? What's to be learned from other jurisdictions? What's a better way? It's not testing, testing, testing... Assessments Your Education Matters, produced by SFU Education, is a TV program featuring roundtable discussions on current issues in education. The April 2008 episode is about assessments. Classroom assessment Teachers must assess, evaluate, and report student progress in relation to the learning outcomes in the prescribed curriculum. Read more in our update on Classroom assessment, evaluation, and reporting. Large-scale assessment Foundation Skills Assessment (FSA)  The Ministry of Education has been administering Foundation Skills Assessment tests to students in Grades 4 and 7 since 2000. The test does not help students learn and does not bring more support to the students who need it most. The test is simply used to rank schools. Go to our Foundation Skills Assessment page for more information. Program for International Student Assessment (PISA)  Canadian students placed an impressive third in the OECD's PISA 2009 results released in December 2010. Provincial exams  As part of the new Graduation Program requirements, students have to write five required provincial exams. Grade 10 and 11 exams  Many teachers and parents are concerned that provincial exams at the Grade 10 level could mean a decline in the graduation rate. Here's what some of the research shows. Read more: Backgrounder on Grades 10 and 11 provincial exams  Backgrounder on school and district-wide testing  Report cards The Federation, its PSAs and locals, argued against standardized provincial report cards and prevailed. The brief, BCTF response to the draft standardized provincial report card templates, was submitted to the minister of education in April 2004. School boards can still adopt their own report cards as long as they meet the requirements in the revised Student Progress Report Order.  Most school districts are currently holding discussions and making decisions about new report card formats. The Federation has worked with its Primary PSA to develop specific advice on Primary report card formats. There is some confusion about what is required and not required by the new ministry policy. The BCTF has developed Frequently Asked Questions documents for Primary, Intermediate, and Middle School report cards.)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=14118,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > March 1997 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 9, Number 5, March 1997 Construction Technology for Women by Vickie Jensen It's 07:10, a time when many a teenager is hitting the snooze alarm and postponing the reality of the day's classes. But in one classroom at Templeton Secondary School, on Vancouver's East Side, a special group of students are already at work. They are in a brand new course, called Construction Technology for Women (CTW). Instructor Jim Scoten starts each session of this unique all-girl class with a "big picture" discussion of construction technology, emphasizing the variety of skills and technology required. Then he moves to the specific lesson--today it's basic drafting. He talks about the importance of accurate communication in drafting, noting that the person who designs a building may never talk to the person responsible for building it. Students get the point when he tells about the collapse of a Burnaby supermarket on opening day because of a mistake in reading the blueprints. This all-female class is just one part of a three-year federal pilot project to encourage young women to pursue technology education and expand their career options. Called Construction Technology for Women, the project offers two credit courses (level 1 and level 2), each followed by a summer internship with a local employer. Are students really interested? You bet. It was the students who opted to take this first level 1 course at 07:10, adding it to the course load they already carry. Starting next year, CTW courses will be offered at Templeton and Windermere secondary schools, in Vancouver, as part of their regular course offerings and timetable. Construction Technology for Women is offered in secondary schools at six sites across Canada: Vancouver, British Columbia, Balgonie, Saskatchewan, Winnipeg, Manitoba, Scarborough, Ontario, Cornwall, Ontario, and Foxtrap, Newfoundland. Only Vancouver will offer the pilot project at two schools--Templeton's first level 1 course is under way. Windermere will offer level 1 next fall. An initiative of WITT National Network (Women in Trades, Technology, Operations, and Blue Collar Work), the CTW project brings together industry, labour, education, and government. Through collaboration, they hope to assist in the development of a diverse, skilled work force for the future. As one of two co-ordinators for the Vancouver site, I see this partnering as one of the special strengths of the project. Each of the six sites is advised and assisted by a local council: reps from local industry and labour groups, parents, educators, and counsellors, all working to give young women the knowledge, skills, and confidence to explore promising careers in technology. Anabelle Paxton, the other site co-ordinator, believes such equity programs require sustained support on many fronts. Such efforts are necessary in light of sobering statistics: Women are 44% of the labour force but fewer than 10% of the technicians and technologists in Canada. In 1994, women were 32% of all doctors and dentists but only 19% of professionals in the natural sciences, engineering, and mathematics. (Status of Women Canada, 1996) Women predominate in low-paying and low-status jobs: clerical, sales, and service sectors. In comparison, men predominate in a wider range of jobs that are higher paying and higher status. The average weekly earnings for the accommodation and food-services sectors, where 60% of the employees are women, are $195.23; the average weekly earnings for construction workers, where only 6% of employees are women, are $680.79. Construction Technology for Women is a Youth Internship Project, funded federally by Human Resources Development Canada. For more information, contact Vancouver site co-ordinators Anabelle Paxton, (604) 255-4565, or Vickie Jensen, (604) 731-5565. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media last tweet "" @ - 12:00am Follow @ last post "" facebook/ - Jan 1st Like Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=18292,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 6, April 2009  Teach outside the box By Larry Kuehn Teachers in British Columbia are not alone in opposing standardized testing. Expanding testing has become a tool used globally to control from a distance what is happening in classrooms. Teacher autonomy to choose the best methods of assessment for a particular class of children, or a particular student, is threatened by these developments. However, the good news is that resistance is growing to the distortion of education by standardized testing. Researchers and union officers from 13 countries around the Americas came together in February in Mexico City to share their experience and analysis of standardized testing. The BCTF International Solidarity program was one of the funders that facilitated this international examination of testing issues. The workshop was called “To Teach Outside the Box.” The box is the way that standardized testing is used to narrow curriculum and limit the ability of the teacher to shape instruction in ways that recognize the diversity in our classes. Through country reports, the group found a high level of similarity between what was happening in all the countries of the Americas, from Argentina in the south to Canada in the north. Despite working in different countries with different cultural traditions, languages, and social and economic contexts, increased standardized testing is the reality. This similarity in experience leads to the question of how this commonality is produced. The researchers from Latin America are clear on the mechanism. It is the World Bank and its regional affiliate, the Inter-American Development Bank, that impose the requirement of standardized testing as a condition of loans for education. For those of us in Canada, one factor is the spillover from the testing mania that has consumed public schools in the United States through the No Child Left Behind Act. The Fraser Institute and the rest of a chain of right-wing think tanks have also had an impact on public understanding. They have confused the public into thinking that the quality of education can be determined by standardized tests and a market approach of ranking schools. Everywhere, computer technology contributes to the expanded testing as it becomes cheaper and cheaper to collect data and “mine” it. As two researchers, Johnsen and Taylor, have noted, “accountability systems are ultimately the power of this technology used by the experts to insure the compliance by teachers and students. The expert beyond the classroom—hierarchically superior to the teacher—manipulates the system to control for improved test scores.” While the phenomenon of increased standardizing testing has grown, resistance has grown with it. And some teacher unions are looking at going beyond resistance to trying out alternatives to testing. Some of the resistance is at the level of ideas. The “Outside the Box” workshop framed the choices that face public education. It said “Standardized testing is based on not recognizing the cultural, ethnic, gender, and social diversity of our peoples….We are not expecting, nor do we want, for students to be turned into standardized ‘products.’ We want to enrich them with education and turn them into powerful individuals at the service of the society they belong to.” The resistance of others has taken a very concrete form. BC teachers, of course, voted to boycott the administration of the Foundation Skills Assessment (FSA) and carried out a campaign to encourage parents to withdraw their children from the assessment. In Los Angeles, teachers refused to give a district-wide exam that was a part of the testing regime that sees even Kindergarten students being tested for more than 30 hours during the school year. The Alberta Teachers’ Association engaged in a campaign of lobbying the members of the legislature to eliminate the Grade 3 exam, the equivalent of the Grade 4 FSA test in BC. Amazingly, the legislature passed a motion calling for an end to mandatory testing of Grade 3 students. The motion was moved by a Conservative MLA—who is a former teacher. A teachers’ union in Argentina has created a project to develop alternatives to standardized testing. They got approval from government to work with about 20 schools. These schools are excluded from the government tests and union researchers are working with teachers on other ways of evaluating how well the schools are doing. The hope is to expand an alternative approach to all schools after the pilot projects. In one state in Mexico, the teachers were so opposed to the testing coming from the federal ministry of education that they blocked the truck delivering the tests. Seven primary and intermediate teachers in Korea were fired for giving parents and students the option of not taking standardized tests. They said the tests “create unnecessary competition among students” and impose “a heavy, stressful burden.” Education International (EI), the global teacher union organization, has supported these Korean teachers. The EI General Secretary Fred Van Leeuwen said that, “Teachers have a professional right and duty to speak out about testing regimes they believe to be harmful.” That’s a message that applies not just to Korea, but everywhere. Larry Kuehn is director of the BCTF’s Research and Technology Division. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141006,www.facebook.com,https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=781686698571590&set=p.781686698571590&type=1&src=https%3A%2F%2Ffbcdn-sphotos-h-a.akamaihd.net%2Fhphotos-ak-xaf1%2Fv%2Ft1.0-9%2F1006100_781686698571590_7810899042727977277_n.jpg%3Foh%3D69c9615f7270d999c0a2e2d63c624ed5%26oe%3D54B416C7%26__gda__%3D1421333689_081691e43077151db507c4c210059720&size=180%2C180&source=24&player_origin=unknown&_fb_noscript=1,David Quintérø - David Quintérø's Photos | Facebook For a better experience on Facebook, enable JavaScript in your browser, or switch to our mobile site. Facebook logo Email or Phone Password Keep me logged in Forgot your password? Sign Up David Quintérø's Photos Back to Album Next      CancelDone Cropping Drag the corners of the box above to crop your new profile photo. Saving your new profile picture David Quintérø From:David Quintérø's Photos Open Photo ViewerDownloadMake Profile PictureEmbed Post Mobile Find Friends Badges People Pages Places Games Locations About Create Ad Create Page Developers Careers Privacy Cookies Terms Help Facebook © 2014 · English (US))
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11874,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2000 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 13, Number 2, October 2000 Top 10 BCTF lesson aids 1.  Challenging Homophobia in Schools. GALE-BC, 256p. 2000. Resource book for K–12 educators, counsellors, and administrators, written to aid in support of, and education about, lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender youth and families. Sections deal with rationale (Why is this work important? What are the issues for LGBT youth and families?) Background info about heterosexism, identity development, homophobic myths, terminology, the impact of systemic oppression, etc. Strategies for change in each class, staffroom and school, lesson plans and activities for K–12. Resources for educators (books, videos, web sites, community groups/ services, student brochure and poster. LA 2218—$15 2.  Does the News Media provide an accurate picture of the Global Village? A co-operatively planned unit for Social Studies 11 (The Global Village) on the news media. Judith Coffin & Debbie Swain, 150p. ©1999. Includes six lessons on media survey, statistical overview of media habits, reported and unreported stories, the filters, content analysis and alternatives/ conclusion. Also included is a 97-page copy of Project Censored Canada—1996 Yearbook. Grade 11. LA 2018—$10.95 3.  Novel Projects for Social Studies 8. Judith Coffin, Phyllis Simon and Ramona Sousa. 13 p. 2000. Includes a list of 86 novels relating to Medieval and Renaissance history and current event topics, an annotated bibliography of each novel and two handouts outlining novel projects. The goals of the unit are to have students choose and read two novels, develop a critical view of the information in the novels and create a critical book review from the history of each novel. LA 2092—$2 4.  Novel Projects for Social Studies 9. Judith Coffin, Phyllis Simon and Ramona Sousa. 12 p. 2000. Includes a list of 71 novels relating to The Industrial, French and American Revolutions, Asian and Canadian History and Slavery and the Underground Railway, an annotated bibliography of each novel and two handouts outlining novel projects. The goals of this unit are to have students choose and read two novels, expand their knowledge of historical events that fall between 1730–1899, expand their knowledge of current event topics and develop the ability to discuss the strengths and weaknesses of a historical fiction book. Grade 9. LA 2093—$1.50 5.  Learning by Designing—Pacific Northwest Native Indian Art, Volume 1. Jim Gilbert and Karin Clark, 226 p. 1999. This reference book gives the reader some understanding of the highly developed, sophisticated Pacific Northwest Coast First Nations two-dimensional art styles. These styles have evolved over thousands of years, from crude pictographs on rocks to the highly stylized and abstracted designs we see today. The authors have attempted to keep the text and the illustrations simple and clear. A glossary is included. Grades 4–12. LA 3213—$34.95 6.  A Potpourri of PE Games—Volume 1. Compiled by Coquitlam School District Physical Education. 52 p. 1990. Each of the 44 lessons includes introduction, skill development and game development. Progressions include individual and partner. LA 8309—$5  7.  A Potpourri of PE Games—Volume 2. Compiled by Coquitlam School District Physical Education. A follow-up to LA 8309 (see above). Includes 35 lessons, many in inventive games format and others are more direct teaching. Progressions include individual, partner, and small group. K–3. LA 8310—$4.75 8.  Daily Math Practice, Grade 4. Produced by Evan-Moor Educational Publishers. 112 p. 1999. Based on current mathematics standards and designed to support curriculum that is used in the classroom. Divided into a 36-week progressive program (5 min. a day is required to practice four or five math essentials). Scope and sequence charts and answer keys are included. Worksheets are reproducible. Format is also appropriate for remedial, adult literacy, and ESL use. Grade 4. LA 9427—$19.95  9.  Daily Math Practice, Grade 6. Produced by Evan-Moor Educational Publishers. 112 p. 1999. Based on current mathematics standards and designed to support curriculum that is used in the classroom. Divided into a 36-week progressive program (5 min. a day is required to practice four or five math essentials). Scope and sequence charts and answer keys are included. Worksheets are reproducible. Format is also appropriate for remedial, adult literacy, and ESL use. Grade 4. LA 9429—$19.95 10.  Experimenting with Light and Colour. Gordon R. Gore. 48 p. ©1999. Illustrated resource book includes hands on science activities for use by individual students who wish to experiment with light and colour. Includes pinhole images, shadows, reflections, refraction, waves, and colour. Grades 4–7. LA 9549—$11 For a complete listing of over 900 BCTF Lesson Aids, consult the catalogue in your school library or the Lesson Aids online catalogue, www.bctf.ca/LessonAids. To order any of the above lesson aids, enclose a cheque payable to the BCTF or authorized purchase order to BCTF Lesson Aids Service, 100-550 West 6th Avenue, Vancouver, BC V5Z 4P2. GST and postage/handling are included in the prices. Orders are sent by return mail. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=20220&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 3, November/December 2009  Yours for the asking Multimedia resources explain First Nations history, treaty making What is the Nisga’a treaty all about and what does it mean for the Nisga’a and other people living in the Nass Valley? Why are treaty negotiations happening in BC? Who are BC’s First Nations people? These are just some of the questions teachers can address with a series of free lesson plans, videos, and background information offered by the BC Treaty Commission. As the independent voice of treaty making in BC, the Treaty Commission is committed to helping all British Columbians understand the BC treaty process, including offering classroom-tested resources for BC’s teachers. Nisga’a Dancing in Both Worlds video and lesson plans Lesson plans, video clips, background information and resources are just a click away at nisgaatreaty.wikispaces.com. The classroom-tested, online resource, designed in partnership with the Surrey School District Aboriginal Education Department, works hand-in-hand with the documentary film, Nisga’a Dancing in Both Worlds. The 44-minute video, which tells the historic journey of the Nisga’a people to achieve a modern-day treaty, was approved last year by the BC Ministry of Education for use in secondary schools. The Treaty Commission then provided two copies of Nisga’a Dancing in Both Worlds to every secondary school in BC. The lesson plans were designed specifically for the Social Studies 11 curriculum by a team of educators but are available to all secondary school teachers, including Social Studies 10, First Nations 12, and Social Justice 12. Film-makers John Bassett and Rosalind Farber, made numerous trips to Nisga’a territory beginning in 2003 to document Nisga’a history, their struggle and life since the Nisga’a treaty became reality in May 2000. Bassett, perhaps best known for his contribution to A Planet for the Taking, a Nature of Things series, which won a United Nations Environmental Award, initially financed the documentary himself believing the remarkable Nisga’a story had to be told. If you would like more copies of the video, contact Kinetic Video by e-mail through their website www.kineticvideo.com or telephone 416-538-6613 or mail to 511 Bloor Street West, Toronto, ON M5S 1Y4. What’s the deal with treaties? Social Studies 10 and First Nations 12 teachers can help their students understand What’s the Deal with Treaties? by inquiring about their school copy of the popular educational kit. In fall 2000 the Treaty Commission provided the What’s the Deal with Treaties? kit to secondary schools across BC. The kit, designed to introduce the important concepts of treaty making in British Columbia, includes a handbook, a 20-minute video, and a viewer's guide. These resources are also available at bctreaty.net under “Education.” Secondary schools across BC also have copies of Exploring Aboriginal Culture: Then and Now, a learning resource kit recommended by the BC Teacher’s Federation and the BC Ministry of Education produced by ForedBC. Contact ForedBC at their website www.landscapesmag.com. From Time Immemorial Teacher’s Guide – Grade 4 Grade 4 teachers can inquire about their school copy of the ministry-recommended teacher’s guide, From Time Immemorial: The First People of the Pacific Northwest Coast.  The teacher’s guide complements the popular ministry-approved textbook, From Time Immemorial, which now includes expanded information on treaty making and self government. Diane Silvey, an accomplished Aboriginal teacher and author, developed both resources in partnership with BC-based Pacific Edge Publishing. The Treaty Commission provided the teacher’s guide to every elementary school in BC in October 2003. Additional copies of the teacher’s guide and textbook may be purchased from Pacific Edge Publishing: toll free 800-668-8806, e-mail to orders@PacificEdgePublishing.com, or visit www.pacificedgepublishing.com. About the BC Treaty Commission The Treaty Commission is the independent body responsible for facilitating treaty negotiations among the governments of Canada, BC, and First Nations in BC. To request your free copy of our educational resources or to find out about booking a guest speaker for your classroom, please contact the Treaty Commission: Tel: 604-482-9200, toll free: 1-800-665-8330, www.bctreaty.net Participate in SFU’s study on bullying James Climenhage and Dr. Michael Schmitt, Department of Psychology, SFU, invite you to participate in an online psychology study looking at your thoughts and feelings regarding bullying behaviour at school. Participants will be asked to read about a school bullying incident, and answer questions regarding that incident and about bullying behaviour in general. There are no known risks associated with participation in this study and participation in this study is completely anonymous. Your participation in this study may help to advance understanding of factors that lead to and perpetuate bullying behaviours amongst children. As well, this study may help predict antisocial behaviours within social groups, and provide potential solutions for how to overcome these types of behaviours. As an added incentive, participants are encouraged to enter their e-mail address for a chance to win $200. If you would like to participate, copy the following link into your Internet browser—https://cgi.sfu.ca/~sisclab/cgi-bin/rws4.cgi?FORM=school_bullying. As our data collection software is somewhat incompatible with Mozilla Firefox, we recommend using a different Internet browser to view this study. Art scholarships for Aboriginal youth The YVR Art Foundation (YVRAF) was established in 1993 by the Vancouver Airport Authority (YVR) with a mandate to foster the development of Northwest Coast Aboriginal art. And in 2004, YVRAF, in collaboration with corporate sponsors, created an Art Scholarship Program, awarding scholarships of up to $5,000 each, to First Nations youth who wish to develop their artistic potential and pursue training and skill development in traditional Northwest Coast visual arts.> This program addresses a need expressed by the late Bill Reid, acclaimed Haida master, one of Canada’s greatest artists, and founding patron of the YVRAF who commented that “artists need to learn the basic knowledge and skills of Northwest Coast art if quality is to be maintained and evolution of the art is to flourish.” The scholarship provides the opportunity for young people, under age 25 who reside in British Columbia, to work in areas such as wood carving, weaving, jewelry design, and printmaking with an elder, a mentor, or in a formal learning environment. The scholarship is intended to financially assist the student through a program of study that must be completed within 12 months of receiving the scholarship. At the end of the student’s studies, their completed work from a specific project is displayed at the Vancouver International Airport (YVR) for one year. Since its inception five years ago, the YVR Art Foundation has awarded $110,000 in scholarships to 25 young men and women. They have studied in such places as the Kitanmax School of Northwest Coast Art in Hazelton, UBC, Northwest Community College, SFU, Emily Carr University, and with artist mentors in their own communities. This scholarship is so much more than just a cheque; it’s a yearlong adventure. Scholarship winners are brought into Vancouver, tour the YVR Art Collection and meet their sponsor, and are then celebrated at a reception at YVR, with their family in attendance. The following day, after a complimentary stay at the YVR Fairmont Hotel, scholarship winners tour a variety of galleries, museums, and artist studios, before travelling home. They are brought back to YVR again, one year later, at the next year’s reception for the new scholarship winners, where they will show the work that they completed during their program of study. These scholarships provide not only fundamental training but also hope and encouragement to talented youth. It could make the difference in turning artistic potential into promising careers. It hopes to provide them with inspiration, contacts, exposure to the art community and ongoing support, during the award year and beyond. The application deadline is January 31, 2010, and more information can be found on our website www.yvraf.com, or by contacting program co-ordinator Rita Beiks at yvraf@shaw.ca or at 604-873-4891. UNICEF brings child trafficking into the open Child trafficking is one of the fastest growing and most lucrative international crimes. It remains, however, an issue that many of us find difficult to discuss, and because it’s so often hidden, an incredibly challenging problem to tackle. “There is almost no country in the world now that isn’t impacted by human trafficking in some way,” says UNICEF Chief of Child Protection Susan Bissell. “The statistics are staggering. More than 1.2 million children are being trafficked each year and nearly 80% of all trafficking is for sexual exploitation.” The victims of sexual exploitation are predominantly girls and young women. Girls as young as 13, mainly from Asia and Eastern Europe, are trafficked as “mail-order brides.” In most cases, these girls are isolated and at serious risk of violence. To help bring this international child-rights issue out into the open, alternative rock band The Killers and MTV have partnered with UNICEF and USAID to produce a music video for Goodnight, Travel Well. The video—released in 160 countries worldwide—dramatically highlights the dangers and impact of child trafficking for sexual exploitation, particularly for young women (youtube.com/watch?v=IoTBclI22Dk). Putting children’s right to protection front and centre is one small part of UNICEF’s global work to raise awareness and help governments, communities, and families prevent child exploitation. With your support, we are hard at work building a safer environment for all of the world's children. For more information on UNICEF’s efforts, visit www.unicef.org/protection/index_exploitation.html.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=21184,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 7, May/June 2010  Five Coquitlam teachers bring hope–Yaakaar By Madeleine Mulaire On that day when I reached into my cupboard for the bag of flour, I knew I had to do something to help women on the other side of the world. I was inspired to take action after a trip to Mbour, Senegal, in March 2008, with my husband Raymond Lemoine, principal of Ecole des Pionniers de Maillardville in Port Coquitlam. We were on an exploratory trip to visit three schools, meet teachers, social workers, and medical personnel with the hope of organizing a humanitarian trip for the school’s Grade 11 and 12 students. The trip to Senegal would be part of a credited course called Global Perspectives that would be offered to students in order to raise their awareness on worldwide issues such as extreme poverty, education, cultural awareness, and the use and abuse of natural resources. We were accompanied to Senegal by Nadine, our 21-year-old-daughter, and two other members of Ecole des Pionniers de Maillardville. The Canadian delegates were taken to various villages by the local NGO representatives, Mathilde Thior and Emile Diouf. Upon our arrival in each village, I was very touched by the warm welcome, called teranga, of the Senegalese people. Their joie de vivre permeated their every day activities. Though their life situations were very poor, their exuberance, love for life, hospitality, laughter, and generosity were extraordinary! It was as if their happiness factor did not match their actual living conditions. I was also struck by the level of poverty everywhere we turned. Yet, the smiles from children made my heart melt with tenderness. In one of the villages, a group of women had been involved in an alphabetization program for a few years. There were 48 women between the ages of 15 and 50 who did not know how to read and write or do basic math. As is the standard in most of the villages, families are large, with up to 10 children in the home. In some cases, widowed women are struggling to raise up to 9 children on their own. As the priority is caring and cooking for the family and household chores, frequently the women are unable to attend the offered educational classes on a daily basis. In these villages, there was no running water or electricity. Every minute of their day has been allocated with tasks; preparing food and feeding their children, cleaning their huts, and doing laundry (all by hand I may add) for the family. Cooking food is a major undertaking and extremely time-consuming because of the limited tools, the use of outdoor fire pits, and scarce basic supplies. One of the staple foods in their diet is millet. Millet grows easily and abundantly in Senegal. It is our equivalent of flour and a basic staple to the Senegalese; it is cheaper than rice and very versatile. Tortillas, bread, and couscous are all made with millet. The problem is that millet needs to be prepared from the long stalks found in the fields to finely ground powder similar to the process of making wheat into flour, but without the machinery. The task of grinding millet is often done by hand using a large mortar and pestle which can take two to three hours every day. As I observed the activities of the women, I asked our NGO worker, Mathilde Thior, how this process could be expedited. Thior explained that some villages have millet grinders but the cost to purchase one is totally beyond their means. As an alternative to grinding the millet by hand, some of the women would walk to the closest village to have their millet ground in that village’s grinder, but this is a two-hour walk in a very hot climate. Additionally, there would be a cost (a portion of the millet) when the other village allows others to use their grinder. It’s no wonder the women did not attend their twice weekly classes. I asked the price of a millet grinder and learned that the cost was $6,000. Not so bad according to our Canadian standards. By the end of the 10-day trip, I had a sense of direction, a sense of how we could help, and which way we would do it. Soon after returning to my home in Port Moody, I gathered a group of 20 women—some friends, other co-workers, and even my hairdresser. I explained the situation of the women in a remote Senegal village, called Ndoundokh. At the first meeting, armed with compassion and ambition, my proposal to the 20 women of the Tri-Cities was: Can we raise $6,000 in the next six months to buy a millet grinder for the women of Ndoundokh? The women were hesitant. No one had ever done anything like this before. Slowly, the women started speaking up and proposed that as a group $3,000 would be a reasonable objective. Half the money was better than none at all and it would be a beginning. I agreed to this though I was really hoping for the full amount. The fundraising activities began. At monthly meetings, activities were planned, and volunteers offered their time for the projects. There were garage sales and raffles; selling greeting cards and cookie mix at various venues; holding bake sales and catering a gourmet Christmas dinner for school personnel. The women worked tirelessly on these volunteer projects, giving freely of their time and their talents. The dedication of the Canadian women’s group supporting the women of Ndoundokh was intense and steady. As the money started to roll in, a name for the group emerged—Entre-Femmes/Women Helping Women: Canada-Senegal. The women’s group is an off-shoot of the larger project called Yaakaar (the word for hope in the local Senegalese Wolof language). This defined the women as a group and affirmed them in their continued volunteer hours of work. Donations by individuals, who were touched by the nature of the project, as well as the continued fundraising activities poured in until March 2009 when the trip to Senegal was scheduled. There were 29 students and 6 accompanying adults, including a nurse heading off to Senegal. The group, Entre-femmes/ Women Helping Women: Canada-Senegal, had managed to raise just over $10,000 in six months, proving that human determination and dedication can make miracles happen. Where are we now? As the school year comes to an end and the Yaakaar Entre-femmes/Women helping women: Canada-Senegal concludes our second year of activities, what projects have been accomplished? The millet grinder in the village of Ndoundokh has been purchased and installed and is working very well. With this time-saving device, the women have the time in their day to attend classes. An education bursary of $500 was offered to a young 19-year-old woman, Mounass Tinne, enabling her to take a course in hotel management and therefore help herself become financially independent on completion of her certificate. Using the $3,000 that we raised this year, the women of the village of Back-Seck will be starting a micro-financed business. In this village, the women are organized in a group with a president, vice-president, secretary, and treasurer and hold regular meetings. They will start a small business of making batik (tie-dying fabrics) which will then be made into tablecloths, dresses, and purses. These items will then be sold at the local markets. The income generated by the village women will help their families and the entire village will reap the benefits as more income is generated. In addition, our intention is to offer an annual bursary of $500 to a young woman who wishes to continue her education for September. In conclusion—When we educate women, we also educate children. The best part of this endeavour is that the Canadian women benefit from learning about women around the world. We all face similar challenges. The living conditions and the culture of each may be totally different, but our similarities are the threads which tie us together. We all share the joys and sorrows of our children’s lives. We share the responsibility of caring for our families. We share the emotional welfare of each member of the family. We care, we nurture, we support….after all, we are women. Madeleine Mulaire is an elementary school counsellor at Ecole Porter Elementary and Cedar Drive Schools, Coquitlam. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141007,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/bctf/status/509102729394794496?screen_name=bctf&screen_name=bctf&id=509102729394794496&id=509102729394794496,BCTF on Twitter: "#bced minister just said "park" grievances because before courts, but he refuses to "park" E80. Why the inconsistencies?" Twitter Search query Search Twitter Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Language: English Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Have an account? Sign in New to Twitter? Join Today » Sign In Phone, email or username Password Sign in Remember me Forgot password? Already using Twitter via text message? Follow Following Unfollow Blocked Unblock Pending Cancel BCTF ‏ @bctf Sep 8 #bced minister just said "park" grievances because before courts, but he refuses to "park" E80. Why the inconsistencies? Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Retweets 78 Favorites 35 3:15 PM - 8 Sep 2014 Assess Well ‏ @AssessWell Sep 8 @bctf Whch #E80 clause supports claim? Where's #escapehatch wordng specifically? #BCED #bced #bcpoli #highstakes4kids pic.twitter.com/meieT4r8au View photo Hide photo Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Don’t miss any updates from BCTF © 2014 Twitter About Help Ads info Close Flag this media This has already been marked as containing sensitive content. Flag this as containing potentially illegal content. Submit Cancel Learn more about flagging media Dismiss Close Previous Next Close Go to a person's profile Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Close Retweet this to your followers? Cancel Retweet Close Are you sure you want to delete this Tweet? Cancel Delete Close Block Cancel Block Add a location to your Tweets When you tweet with a location, Twitter stores that location. You can switch location on/off before each Tweet and always have the option to delete your location history. Learn more Turn location on Not now Turn off location Close Profile summary Close Your lists Close Create a new list List name Description Under 100 characters, optional Privacy Public · Anyone can follow this list Private · Only you can access this list Save list Close Close Embed this Tweet Add this Tweet to your website by copying the code below. Learn more Hmm, there was a problem reaching the server. Try again? Include parent Tweet Include media Preview Close Sign up for Twitter Not on Twitter? Sign up, tune into the things you care about, and get updates as they happen. Have an account? Sign in » Close Two-way (sending and receiving) short codes: Country Code For customers of United States 40404 (any) Canada 21212 (any) United Kingdom 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM Haiti 40404 Digicel, Voila Ireland 51210 Vodafone, O2 India 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Indonesia 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » See SMS short codes for other countries Close Confirmation)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media last tweet "" @ - 12:00am Follow @ last post "" facebook/ - Jan 1st Like Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/hashtag/YES?src=hash,Tweets about #YES hashtag on Twitter টুইটার অনুসন্ধান অনুসন্ধান টুইটার খুঁজুন সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ ভাষা : বাংলা. हिन्दी Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন টুইটার-এ নতুন ? আজই যোগদান করুন » সাইন ইন করুন ফোন, ইমেল বা ব্যবহারকারীর নাম পাসওয়ার্ড সাইন ইন আমাকে মনে রাখুন পাসওয়ার্ড ভুলে গেছেন? ইতিমধ্যে আপনি কি টেক্সট বার্তার মাধ্যমে টুইটার ব্যবহার করছেন? #YES -এ তাত্ক্ষণিক আপডেট পান সবকিছু মানুষজন ছবিসমূহ ভিডিওগুলি খবর সময়রেখা সমূহ উন্নত অনুসন্ধান সর্বত্র আপনার কাছাকাছি কাকে অনুসরণ করবেন · রিফ্রেশ · সবকটি দেখুন জনপ্রিয অ্যাকাউন্টগুলি · বন্ধুদের অনুসন্ধান করুন · পরিবর্তন © 2014 টুইটার সম্বন্ধে সহায়তা শর্তাবলী গোপনতা কুকিগুলো বিজ্ঞপ্তি তথ্য ব্র্যান্ড ব্লগ স্ট্যাটাস অ্যাপস চাকরিসমূহ বিজ্ঞাপন ব্যবসা সমূহ মিডিয়া ডেভেলপারগণ ডিরেক্টরি বন্ধ প্রবণতা ট্রেন্ডস আপনার জন্য উপযোগী। ট্রেন্ডের মাধ্যমে আপনি সহজেই আপনার আগ্রহের খবরাখবর পেতে পারছেন। আপনি কোথায় থাকেন এবং কাদের অনুসরণ করেন তার উপরে ভিত্তি করে ট্রেন্ড উপস্থাপিত করা হয়। পরিবর্তন উপযোগী করা ট্রেন্ডস রাখুন বিশ্বব্যাপী প্রবণতা পান সম্পন্ন অনুসন্ধান বিকল্প এই অনুসন্ধান স্থাপিত করুন #YES এর জন্য ফলাফল শীর্ষ / সব মানুষজন · সবকটি দেখুন Yes Scotlandযাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @YesScotland অনুসরণ অনুসরণ করা কর্মসমূহ:অনুসরণ না করা অবরুদ্ধ অবরোধ মুক্ত মুলতুবি বাতিল এবং আরো Hoodie Allen ‏ @HoodieAllen ১ মিনিট @camscinnapple ah yes thank u! কথোপকথন দেখুন কথোপকথন লুকান প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Julie ‏ @jools_organic ২ মিনিট Please help support Yes Alliance, add a #Twibbon now! http://twb.ly/KKTI8XP0  সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট James McNew ‏ @dumpland ৩ মিনিট Since you asked, yes, Peter Criss AND Marky Ramone are on my flight. সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Faithful Tweets ‏ @ltFaithfulTweet ১০ মিনিট When texting goes like this....YES pic.twitter.com/j5IzRUxXH5 ফটো দেখুন ছবি লুকান প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট প্রিয় ১৭,২১১ সময়াবলী Common White Girl ‏ @girlposts ১৯ ঘন্টা Yes please pic.twitter.com/Ntvv978thh ৮:০৮ অপরাহ্ণ - ৫ অক্টোবর, ২০১৪ · বিবরণ সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট alli ✧ ‏ @5zsos ১২ মিনিট "5sos releasing another ep" yes thank u সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট ESPN ‏ @espn ১২ মিনিট Will the Seahawks claim their 9th straight Monday Night Football win tonight? Submit your YES or NO vote using #DDFieldPass. সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Guardian Australia ‏ @GuardianAus ১৪ মিনিট Cut benefits? Yes, lets start with our £85bn corporate welfare handout http://trib.al/uIBASMf  সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট S ‏ @serenadeJade ১৪ মিনিট Remember when Perrie celebrated Eid with zayn's family? Yeah me too.. Seems like something an anti-Islam person would do yes? সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট adam ‏ @AdamTheLobster ১৫ মিনিট Ahhh yes, autumn. The air is getting colder, the leaves are changing colors, im up in a ladder painting them green again... সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট timthetatman ‏ @timthetatman ২১ মিনিট Live in 2 hours http://twitch.tv/timthetatman  fun shall be hadeth. (yes, i made the word hadeth) সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Brian ‏ @Holyfield67 ২১ মিনিট Could barack obama Be Deported Over Using a Fraudulent Birth Certificate? Yes, Says Former DOJ Attorney http://www.tpnn.com/2014/10/06/could-barack-obama-be-deported-over-using-a-fraudulent-birth-certificate-yes-says-former-doj-attorney/ … সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট DEADvon BOOttilega ‏ @DevonDoesTweets ২৩ মিনিট @DulJuice @ThatOneTomahawk yes :^) this time I had glasses on tho কথোপকথন দেখুন কথোপকথন লুকান প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Magpie V ‏ @i_magpie ২৪ মিনিট Yes; discovered the ISIS. MT @RevolutionSyria: Has the world forgotten Assad’s genocide? We will never do. #Syria pic.twitter.com/ymUlObelIY ফটো দেখুন ছবি লুকান প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Elijah Manor ‏ @elijahmanor ২৫ মিনিট OH: "If I say 'yes' will this meeting be over?" সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Michael ‏ @Home_Halfway ২৫ মিনিট *Walks up to an appraiser w/ a Peppermint Patty* How much for this? It's in mint condition "Is that a joke?" Yes "Ok I'm gonna drown myself" সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Psalms & Proverbs ‏ @Psalms_Proverbs ২৬ মিনিট Yes you, Lord, make me glad because of your work. I will shout because of the works of your hands - Psalm 92:4 (please retweet) সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট ur cute, thats why i ‏ @PatrickCazer ২৬ মিনিট do u wanna cuddle naked yes or yes সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Glenn Hughes ‏ @glenn_hughes ২৮ মিনিট Yes I meet my fans & sign for them-and take pics -meet me by my bus or stage door .. Thanks for my life pic.twitter.com/tijEQ3dMgp ২:৪৯ অপরাহ্ণ - ৬ অক্টোবর, ২০১৪ · বিবরণ সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট ShordeeDooWhop ‏ @Nettaaaaaaaa ২৯ মিনিট YALL!!!!!! That is so amazing. Yes yes yes yes yes! সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Blastr ‏ @blastr ৩০ মিনিট Live-action X-Men TV series reportedly in 'deep' development. YES, PLEASE. Watch out SHIELD, Gotham, et al. http://www.blastr.com/2014-10-6/live-action-x-men-tv-series-reportedly-deep-development … সারাংশ দেখ সারাংশ লুকান প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট #YES এর জন্য টুইট ফলাফল নেই। আপনি #YES-এর শীর্ষ টুইটের শেষে পৌঁছে গেছেন। সব টুইট দেখুন। লোড হতে বেশ কিছুক্ষণ সময় নিচ্ছে। টুইটার অতিরিক্ত ক্ষমতা অথবা ক্ষণস্থায়ী হেঁচকির সম্মুখীন হতে পারে। পুনরায় চেষ্টা করুন অথবা পরিদর্শন করুন টুইটার স্ট্যাটাস আরও বিশদ তথ্যের জন্য। খারিজ বন্ধ পূর্ববর্তী পরবর্তী বন্ধ একজন ব্যক্তির প্রোফাইলে যান সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ বন্ধ আপনার অনুসরণকারীদের এই পুনঃটুইটটি পাঠাবেন? বাতিল পুনঃটুইট বন্ধ আপনি কি নিশ্চিত যে এই টুইট মুছে দিতে চান? বাতিল মুছে ফেলুন বন্ধ রোধ করন বাতিল রোধ করন আপনার টুইটসমুহে একটি অবস্থান যুক্ত করুন যখন একটি অবস্থানের সঙ্গে আপনার টুইট করেন, টুইটার সেই অবস্থান সংরক্ষণ করে। প্রত্যেক টুইটের আগে আপনি আপনার অবস্থান চালু / বন্ধ করতে পারেন, এবং যে কোনও সময় আপনি আপনার অবস্থানের ইতিহাস মুছে ফেলতে পারেন। আরো জানুন অবস্থান চালু করুন এখন নয় স্থান বন্ধ করুন বন্ধ প্রোফাইল সারসংক্ষেপ বন্ধ আপনার তালিকাসমূহ বন্ধ একটি নতুন তালিকা তৈরি করুন নাম তালিকা বিবরণ 100 অক্ষরের কম, ঐচ্ছিক তালিকাসমূহ:গোপনীয়তা সাধারণ · যে কেউ এই তালিকা অনুসরণ করতে পারেন ব্যক্তিগত · শুধুমাত্র আপনিই এই তালিকায় প্রবেশ করতে পারবেন তালিকা সংরক্ষণ করুন বন্ধ বন্ধ এই টুইট স্থাপিত কর আপনার নীচের ওয়েবসাইটে কোডটি অনুলিপি দ্বারা এই টুইট যোগ করুন * আরও জানুন হুম, সার্ভারে পৌঁছনোর একটি সমস্যা ছিল। পরে আবার চেষ্টা করবেন? প্রকৃত টুইট অন্তর্ভুক্ত করুন অন্তর্ভুক্ত মিডিয়া প্রাকদর্শন বন্ধ টুইটারে নিবন্ধন করুন টুইটারে নেই? নিবন্ধন করুন, আপনির পছন্দের বিষয়গুলির সাথে যুক্ত হন, এবং তাদের বিষয়ে হালনাগাদ পান। একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন » বন্ধ দুটি উপায় (প্রেরণ এবং গ্রহণ) শর্ট কোড: দেশ কোড গ্রাহকদের জন্য মার্কিন যুক্তরাষ্ট্র 40404 (যে কোন) কানাডা 21212 (যে কোন) যুক্তরাজ্য 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM হাইতি 40404 Digicel, Voila আয়ারল্যান্ড 51210 Vodafone, O2 ভারত 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance ইন্দোনেশিয়া 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » অন্য দেশসমুহের এসএসএস সংক্ষিপ্ত কোড দেখুন বন্ধ নিশ্চিতকরণ)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "Eid Mubarak to all those celebrating in BC!" @bcliberals - 06:52pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141008,thetyee.ca,http://thetyee.ca/News/2014/09/29/Border-Services-Death-Opens-Private-Security-Questions/?utm_source=fb-page-editor-post&utm_medium=fb-page&utm_campaign=fb-09-2014,As Inquest into Border Services Death Opens, Questions about Private Security | The Tyee About Advertise Follow Support RSS Topic Aboriginal Affairs BC Election 2013 BC Politics Education Energy Environment Federal Politics Film Food Gender + Sexuality Health Housing Labour + Industry Local Economy Media Municipal Politics Music Photo Essays Podcasts Politics Rights + Justice Science + Tech Transportation Travel Urban Planning + Architecture News Culture Opinion National MediaCheck Solutions Join Craving crack civic election coverage? Help fund it... News As Inquest into Border Services Death Opens, Questions about Private Security Lucía Vega Jiménez died nine months ago awaiting deportation at a Vancouver airport. By David P. Ball, 29 Sep 2014, TheTyee.ca   Tweet Lucía Vega Jiménez, pictured attending a March 2013 anti-racism protest in Vancouver. Photo by Luis Hernandez, submitted. Inquest into Mexican's Death Will Hear from Cellmates, Private Guards Probe into Luc&iacutea Vega Jim&eacutenez's hanging at Vancouver airport last winter starts Sept. 29. Status: Inside Vancouver's Sanctuary Movement Vancouver is poised to become the newest among North America's self-declared "sanctuary cities," to protect the safety of undocumented people within its borders. Read The Tyee series here. Vancouver Council Supports 'Sanctuary' for Undocumented Migrants Policy would let municipal agencies refuse to give info about 'illegals' to immigration authorities. Read more: Rights + Justice, As an inquest into the in-custody death of an undocumented Mexican woman in Vancouver opens today, the Canada Border Services Agency revealed it has completed its own internal review into the apparent suicide. The week-long inquest launched in a Burnaby courthouse this morning. Five jurors will determine the facts surrounding the hanging death of Lucía Vega Jiménez, a 42-year-old hotel worker and failed refugee claimant arrested by Transit Police for not paying her SkyTrain fare. She died nine months ago. Yesterday, CBSA revealed that another immigration detainee died in its custody on Sept. 27 after suffering undisclosed injuries at Ontario's Niagara Detention Centre. It is unclear who was guarding that facility. Meanwhile, the CEO of Vancouver-based Genesis Security, the private security firm contracted to guard CBSA holding cells and transport detainees, confirmed that his contract with the agency remains in place and that Genesis will continue to provide services. "Nothing has changed; it's the same," said Camil Dubuc by phone. "I don't want to make any comments until [the inquest] is finished." Questions about private security The inquest will hear from four Genesis Security Group representatives -- Jivan Sandhu, David Li, Ron Tabalujan and Mike Henke -- the latter in charge of the airport holding cells, according to a lawyer at the inquest. Its five-member jury can make recommendations for preventing similar deaths in the future, but is not allowed to assign blame. The inquest will examine the use of private security guard contracts at CBSA detention facilities across the country, a fact that concerns immigration and civil liberties lawyers, as well as the union representing the agency's officers. Historically, federal CBSA officers have guarded and transported detainees. Since 2012, those jobs have been increasingly contracted out to several private firms -- including Genesis, G4S and Corbel Management Corporation -- at holding facilities across the country, according to the Guardian. No data was immediately available on what proportion of public ver-sus private guards are employed by CBSA. In an earlier interview, former CBSA officer Kelly Sundberg said private contracting of guards seems to be a "trend." He said he has major concerns about the hiring of a private contractor to be "responsible for the safety and security of those in detention." "There's some areas where savings by outsourcing doesn't make sense to me. Security is one of them," said Sundburg, who is now an associate professor of Justice Studies at Mount Royal University. "They'd have to have an incredibly robust police and training program for these individuals -- which would probably negate the savings from contracting it out." GENESIS JOB POSTING On Aug. 14, Genesis Security Group posted an online job advertisement titled "AD: CBSA" for Detainee Transport Security Officer openings, promising "full time opportunities." One thing has changed from a job posting earlier this year, however: a previous advertisement viewed in February stated that the officers would be "working directly with border services." The most recent posting states the officers would be simply "working with transports for a Federal Government contract." Job applicants for the Genesis Security positions must have a valid Security License, as well as an Advanced Security Training certificate and First Aid Level 1. -- David P. Ball CBSA completes own review CBSA spokeswoman Stefanie Wudel said via email that the agency has completed its own internal review of Vega Jiménez's death, including a review of contractor services. "CBSA welcomes the opportunity to provide information and clarity on our detention procedures and we will continue to cooperate with the B.C. Coroners Service in their investigation into this tragedy," she said. The B.C. Civil Liberties Association is one of two groups granted participant status in the inquest, along with the Canadian Council for Refugees. A coalition of immigrant rights groups was rejected from participation, including members of the Mexican community who knew Vega Jiménez. Josh Paterson, BCCLA's executive director, said his group has "real, deep concerns about the involvement of private security in detention.' "We intend to ask questions around what role, if any, was played by Genesis," he said. "We question whether or not the training private security officers have is comparable to that which peace officers would have employed by CBSA. It is potentially very problematic to have the government pawning off those responsibilities to private actors." Read more: Rights + Justice, David P. Ball is staff reporter with The Tyee. Send him tips or comments by email, find him on Twitter @davidpball, or read his previous Tyee reporting here.   Tweet What have we missed? What do you think? We want to know. Comment below. Keep in mind: Do: Verify facts, debunk rumours Add context and background Spot typos and logical fallacies Highlight reporting blind spots Ignore trolls Treat all with respect and curiosity Connect with each other Do not: Use sexist, classist, racist or homophobic language Libel or defame Bully or troll Troll patrol. Instead, flag suspect activity. Please enable JavaScript to view the comments powered by Disqus. comments powered by Disqus LNG a chance, not a windfall, says BC throne speech Postmedia could soon own almost every English newspaper in Canada. What could possibly go wrong? VIEW: Voting for your principles is 'strategic voting' Petition opposes BC's 'potential muzzling' of non-profits More troubles for BC's big LNG plans Tirade at Tyee by immigration minister's top aide analyzed tweet by tweet Government slow to respond to FOIs? No need to tell Bob Mackin Converting ferries to LNG will save money, reduce fares: CEO See more » Tyee Video Picks Submitted by Tyee staff, Today Last chance to see 'The Vancouver Asahi' baseball story at VIFF. Where do these videos come from? From you. Suggest one here! Most Popular Can 'Cuisine' Make a Better School Lunch? What I Saw with a German Tour of the Oilsands Don't Give Postmedia More Local Monopolies First Nations 'Front and Centre Now': Pierre Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign How Much Do You Trust Canada's Wireless Giants? Christy Clark's No Pro at LNG Poker BC Filmmaking Duo Passes the Acid Test For Kids, the Meal Is the Message Most Emailed Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign For Kids, the Meal Is the Message Understanding Harper's Evangelical Mission Who'd Be a School Trustee in 2014? Why New Euro-Canada Treaty Is a Gift to Oil Firms BC Filmmaking Duo Passes the Acid Test We Must Heed Naomi Klein's Call China Deal Trumps Province, First Nations on Energy Projects: Treaty Expert Fired Researcher Who Killed Self Was Evaluating Drug Backed by Clark Climate Warriors Must Forge Stronger Alliances, Now Reported Elsewhere Postmedia could soon own almost every English newspaper in Canada (via DeSmog) Petronas CEO warns of 15-year delay to BC LNG project (via G&M) BC government apologizes for firing worker who later killed himself (via the Victoria Times-Colonist) From Tibet to Taiwan, China's outer regions watch Hong Kong protests intently (via the New York Times) It's a shame Jean-Claude Duvalier died a free man, says ex-UN prosecutor (via CBC News) Vancouver's cabbies take aim at Uber (via The Province) Keurig's coffee supremacy challenged by Canadian firm (via Yahoo! News) North and South Korea 'agree to talks' (via BBC News) See more » Your BC: The Tyee's Photo Pool Join The Tyee's Flickr group » View previous selections » Most Commented What I Saw with a German Tour of the Oil Sands (132 comments) Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign (76 comments) 'The Environment Is the Economy': MP Weston (106 comments) Fired Researcher Who Killed Self Was Evaluating Drug Backed by Clark (57 comments) Climate Warriors Must Forge Stronger Alliances, Now (53 comments) ISIS Threat: Let's Refuse to be Scared (79 comments) We Must Heed Naomi Klein's Call (309 comments) Christy Clark's No Pro at LNG Poker (38 comments) Six Steps to Protect Canadians from Flaws in China Trade Deal (128 comments) How Labour Unions Make Us Healthier (31 comments) About The Tyee National Pool Contributors Advertise Contact Funding Jobs Master Classes Privacy Policy Submissions Support The Tyee News Culture Opinion National Mediacheck Solutions Video Publications Tyee News Weekly Archives The Hook Other BC Blogs Reported Elsewhere Steve Burgess Murray Dobbin Michael Geist Crawford Kilian Rafe Mair Andrew Nikiforuk Shannon Rupp Bill Tieleman Dorothy Woodend Follow The Tyee Subscribe by email Subscribe by RSS Tyee Mobile App Managed Hosting by Gossamer Threads × Share article via email Send this article to: Your email address: Your message: Would you like to receive The Tyee's headlines free by email? Yes, every day. Yes, once a week. I already subscribe. No, thanks. Submit Show form again » Close)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8082&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 7, May/June 2005 Public education not for sale by Pam Hachey I attended the conference on the privatization and commercialization of education, held in Vancouver February 18–19, 2005, as a representative of our local union. The sessions were many and lively. Attendees included school district administrators, school board trustees, CUPE workers, parents, teachers, and the public. This excerpt from the keynote given by Heather-jane Robertson fits perfectly with the announced rankings of schools. The many faces of privatization "...privatization includes being part of the market, acting like the market and/or thinking like the market... The core characteristic of markets is competition, competition to gain the most for the least. Picking a stock to go up or picking slave labour to manufacture your product—the same principal is at stake: the most for the least. In today’s jargon, this is called ‘productivity’—a focus on outcomes. To be productive, you invest in winners and get rid of losers—closing a Wal-Mart in Jonquiere follows the same, inexorable gravity of the market as closing 113 schools in British Columbia. "Business management books will tell you that to succeed, modern business has to measure more, increase standardization and enforce ‘quality control,’ especially of the workforce. In education, professional accountability, which should mean taking responsibility for decisions informed by professional judgement, has become an exercise in proving that you are doing what you are told to do. There is no professionalism where there are no alternatives. The centralization of curricula, the standardization of evaluation and reporting, efforts to enforce teacher quality control through pre-service or in-service certification and the general loss of teacher autonomy are predictable results of treating education as a market. "School choice, after all, is a business model. Businesses within all sectors are expected to find their niche, distinguish themselves from the competition and demonstrate their superiority within that niche... public schools increasingly compete with each other for students, having decided that they will create ‘boutique’ schools to appeal to ‘niche markets,’ including French Immersion, International Baccalaureate schools and pre-professional magnet schools. Schools and systems compete with each other for enrolment, for partnerships with corporations, for foreign students, in fundraising, and, of course, in student achievement. Here the most important marketing tool is standardized testing, of course. Standardized testing forces both private and public schools to value some kinds of students—some kinds of customers—more than others. The kids who are the easiest to teach, who perform well on tests, whose parents are really involved, who don’t have any special needs—well, maybe they’re allowed to be gifted—these kids on the A-team become highly desirable because they make a big contribution to the school’s bottom line—test scores. "The kids who need school the most, the ones who will never make the A-list, will always be considered liabilities. They drive down the school’s scores, and thus drive away new customers into a downward business spiral. Inevitably, the distance increases between what are seen as ‘good’ schools and ‘bad’ schools within the system...the quality of teachers follows. (Now, this tendency can be reinforced, as it is has been in many American states, where schools, principals and individual teachers are rewarded and paid based on the school’s test scores. Schools performing poorly, which are predictably teaching the neediest kids, are penalized financially—fined, in essence—while the schools doing well get extra funding and their teachers and principals get big bonuses. After all, isn’t this how the market works?) No, we aren’t there yet. But think about the laws of market gravity, and what’s just a little further downstream. Just because something is unthinkable doesn’t necessarily make it unlikely." Ponder those thoughts as you read the latest school rankings from the Fraser Institute. Other sessions I attended were on GAT and trade and tariff agreements and international impacts on education. The perspectives came from a university professor from Bristol, Susan Robertson, author of A Class Act: Changing Teachers’ Work, the State and Globalisation, and Brazilian researcher Pablo Gentile, from the Public Policy Laboratory, in Rio de Janiero, respectively. A look at privatization of education around the world emphasizes the costs paid by those least able to pay. The gaps between have and have-not citizens have widened. Education is no longer identified as a public good but as a marketable commodity that can be bargained at international trade talks. The World Trade Organization, of which there are 147 member nations, operates with a one-size-fits-all view. Exemptions for unique circumstances do not exist. Agreements within this body compel nations to offer to other member nations conditions to the market that are equal to or better than those offered to most favoured nations. For instance: Domestic regulation, "ensuring that measures relating to qualifications and procedures, technical standards and licensing requirements do not constitute unnecessary barriers to trade in services." Agreement by consensus has been the practice, and those have countries with the most hold much of the power. Disputes will be settled by the Dispute Resolution Panel. We have all seen Canada’s trouble settling trade disputes. Do we really want education, training, and the regulations of such to be decided by a larger body outside our country? In South America, the impact of privatization has been felt by teachers and students in the classrooms. Public education is decreasing, and private is growing. One private university is created in Brazil every day (not including weekends and holidays). Funds for education have been reduced, services to communities have been reduced, and teacher salaries have been reduced. The dollars for education are now going to private companies for teacher-training and evaluation as part of an accountability focus. Listening to Pablo Gentile, I realized that privatization of education has two faces: in North America, one of opulence and choice, in South America, one of poverty and misery and the removal of choices. School funding is directly dependent on the global economy. Are the safeguards in place to protect public education in Canada? In her closing address, Lisa McLeod, was eloquent in speaking for post-secondary students across Canada and addressing their concerns about privatization. She listed four: Research and academic education increasingly funded by private corporations influencing what is researched if not restricting it. Quality of the education undermined through cuts to support services and increases in class sizes. Increasing student debt and cuts to student grants. From the Youth in Transition Survey, the barrier to post-secondary education most cited by young people is the cost of education; they don’t have the money and they don’t want the debt. Attending the sessions left me with more questions than answers, but I am much more aware and informed than I was. Pam Hachey is an elementary counsellor in Vanderhoof and a member of the Teacher Newsmagazine Advisory Board.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media jthornthwaite last tweet "MLA @douglas_horne thanking @colemancountry for his work w/ housing for BC @LindaReimerMLA @bcliberals http://t.co/zR6bdVGcRI" @jthornthwaite - 02:03am Follow @jthornthwaite BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2014/05/bc-teachers-wage-class-size-proposals.html?showComment0751401386522831,Staffroom Confidential: BC Teachers' Wage & Class size proposals: Myths & Realities Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Wednesday, May 28, 2014 BC Teachers' Wage & Class size proposals: Myths & Realities I wrote the original version of this post in January 2012, during our last contract negotiations. Since then, teachers have had two more years of zero increases (2012, 2013). Here is an updated version - more relevant than ever. BC teachers are in contract negotiations asking for a fair deal. What do we mean by fair exactly?  Teachers are focused on two priorities: class size/composition, and salary. As far as class size, we want only what was taken in 2002. We want the government to go back to the class sizes in place at that time and restore the funding so Boards can achieve this. We want what the Supreme Court of British Columbia said is rightfully due to us and BCs students in January this year, but is now under appeal from the government. Some in the media are suggesting we need to "compromise". While I accept that premise in respect of wages (as does the BCTF bargaining team), as far as class size goes, it really is unfair. Imagine if someone came and stole your house. You argue that you should get it back because it was stolen. You go to court and the court says you should get it back. Is the fair solution to give the thief half your house? This is what "compromise" means for class size. With respect to salary, teachers want to "keep up" and "catch up". What do we mean by that? We want to keep up with inflation, and we want to catch up with Canadian teachers in other provinces. Teachers in BC now rank near the bottom in salaries across Canada, despite the fact that our cost of living is one of the highest and that BC weathered the recession better than most other provinces. BC has been out of recession since 2010 and is experiencing moderate growth. The government wants teachers to take 6.5% over six years. The government claims that taxpayers cannot afford higher increases to public sector wages and that wages must remain flat because the government "can't afford it". Do these arguments make sense? Are they justified? Or should teachers just accept the government offer? Here are my answers to these questions. Myth #1: Teachers should not get much of a wage increase because the government can't afford it Reality #1: There was no deficit when the Liberals took power in 2001. Through a series of income tax cuts and corporate tax cuts, the Liberals went from a surplus to a deficit. Yes, the recession of 2009 impacted government revenues. But not as much as tax cuts have. Moreover, the government has found plenty of money for spending when it feels the spending is a priority. There was money for the BC Place roof ($500 million). There was money for the Olympics (over $1 billion). There was money for smart meters ($900 million). There was money for new government network systems ($1.2 billion to Telus). There seems to be plenty of money for the CEO's of crown corporations like BC Ferries (David Hahn's pension value - over $10 million). More recently, there was money for 18% pay increases to Christy Clark's top aides in government. The fact is that the government is using the deficit that it created as an excuse to take money away from public services and the people who provide them. The money is there. It is a matter of priorities. It is simply unfair to make one group of workers pay for a deficit created by tax cuts to other people and corporations. Private sector workers are seeing increases. Other public sector workers are seeing increases  and notably have had increases in the last two years when teachers took zero.  Moreover how is it fair to make middle income earners pay for tax cuts that disproportionately benefited the wealthy and corporations? It just isn't. Myth #2: Teachers should accept what other public sector workers have taken (follow the "pattern") Reality #2: The government likes to compare us to two public sector unions - BCGEU and HEU. If they honestly calculated a "pattern" among all public sector workers, it would be clear there is great variation. Let's take BC nurses as an example. Here is a spreadsheet on the BC government web site showing nurses wage increases since 1974. While teachers have had zeros since our last increase of 2% on July 1, 2010, in the same time nurses have had 4% of increases after their 2010 bump of 4.2%. So since January 2010, nurses had a total of 8.2% while teachers had 2%. This is a pretty different "pattern". Similarly, while CUPE/BCGEU/HEU has taken a lower prospective salary deal, they are also coming off of two years with 2/2 or 2/1.5. So if they agree(d) to take something lower for the next four years, that has to be in the context of their last two years as well. Collective bargaining allows both sides to make arguments about salary given the time and circumstances. This may differ across sectors. The government certainly doesn't insist on a "pattern" unless it wants to point to the lowest common denominator and insist that it is the only "pattern" around.  And they never compare those of us doing front line jobs with the "pattern" in management and for MLAs. Let's not forget the massive pay hikes for MLAs in 2007 that reached the double digits - as high as 48%. Myth #3: BC teachers already have high salaries Reality #3: After five years of university training, BC teachers begin with a wage in the mid $40's, if they are full time. Many teachers only get part time work for the first 3-5 years of their career. It takes ten years of full time work to reach the maximum salary, which is about $75,000 for most teachers. BC teachers rank near the bottom in Canada compared to teachers in other provinces. A teacher at the top of the salary scale in BC earns on average $20,000 less than a comparably experienced teacher in Alberta and $15,000 less than one in Ontario. Yet BC has the highest cost of living and the highest housing prices in the country. Myth #4: The numbers Reality #4: The numbers explained (warning - math reading ahead!) Teachers' last wage proposal (April 30) is for an across the board increase in each of the four years as follows: 3, 2.75, 2.5, 2.5. This adds up to 10.75% In addition, the proposal includes a "cost of living" adjustment based on a portion of the Cost Price Index rate for the previous twelve months. In the first year, it is .5 times the CPI, in the remaining four years .75 times the CPI. So if the CPI were 1% in year one, the cost of living adjustment would be .5%. If the CPI remained at 1% for all four years, the total COLA increases would be 3.25%. Add these together to get the BCTF number widely quoted in the media of 13.5% The rationale for the teachers' wage proposal is to "catch up and keep up". The basic wage increases are the catch up portion. They are aimed at bringing teachers back to the middle of the pack in terms of teacher wages across Canada, phased in over four years. The cost of living adjustments are to ensure that the wage does not decline in "real dollars" due to inflation. Given that the proposal is for below the CPI, it is still possible the "catch up" would be reduced if there were strong inflationary pressures. In other words, if inflation is high, we would still be significantly behind our Canadian colleagues. BCPSEA is using the figure 15.9% to describe the teachers' proposal (or in their loaded wording "demand"). I believe they are using 1.5% for their CPI estimates. But that still only brings us to a total of 14.875%. So perhaps they are applying some compounding to the numbers? I don't know. If they are, it is disingenuous, as no other figures (such as the notorious "pattern") are compounded. But regardless, which CPI estimate is reasonable? The CPI average for the year in April 2014 was indeed 1.5%. This is probably the source of BCPSEA's number. But the actual proposal indicates that the CPI number to be used is for the January - December period. Since the agreement would come into force as of the expiration of the previous agreement, the first application would be for the CPI for 2013. Since this is negative, there would be no COLA increase for the first year. In some respects, the CPI rates are hard to estimate...they vary quite a lot. But the average for the last five years was .94%. For the last ten the number is 1.43%. See the CPI rates here. A reasonable thing to say is that if inflation averages that of the last five years, 13.5% is the better estimate. If inflation averages that of the last ten years, 14.875% is the better estimate. In neither case is 15.9% the right number.  Moreover, if the 10.75% "catch up" brings us back somewhere to the "middle of the pack" of teacher salaries across Canada, the roughly 3 - 5% cost of living adjustment will still be behind what those other salaries will be increasing, looking at recent agreements like Saskatchewan, where they will go up 7.3% in the same time period. Finally, if we take BCPSEA's CPI estimate together with their offer of 6.5% over six years, we see that they are offering a wage cut. At that estimate, just inflation would be 9%. Myth #5: Teachers are asking for too much Reality #5: Teachers want to keep up with inflation. Teachers want to catch up with their colleagues in other provinces. Teachers have taken seven years of zero increases since 1998 (in 1998, 1999, 2004, 2005, 2011, 2012, 2013). This leaves us far behind, and is why we are ranked near the bottom across Canada for teacher salaries. Teachers traded salary for smaller class sizes and those class size provisions were later eliminated. It is perfectly reasonable to ask for cost of living increases and wage adjustments to catch up with our Canadian colleagues. Teachers have seen their net pay go down in both real and inflationary terms. Like other workers, we are paying more for MSP premiums, more for CPP and EI, more for gas and food, and taking home less. In addition, teachers in the lower mainland, in particular, face some of the highest costs of anywhere in Canada. Myth #6: Class size and composition will cost $1 billion Reality #6: The best estimate for the cost of class size provisions to be returned to the collective agreement comes from government itself in it's submission to the courts. That estimate is $275 million (see para 335 for Treasury Board costing of savings introduced by eliminating class sizes), in 2002 dollars. So perhaps in the order of $350 million today. Certainly not $1 billion. I haven't seen any justification of this number by the government. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 5:35 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 8 comments: Carol MargaretMay 28, 2014 at 8:22 PM teachers deserve everything they are asking for in my books, they are teaching your children the best they can with the class sizes and no support from gov't, who doesn't seem to care, while they are getting their raises with no problem, and don't do half the work teachers do, period????? get it????ReplyDelete Mlle. JMay 29, 2014 at 8:57 AM Check out this link to an interview that aired this on CBC radio. Diane Whitmore-Schanzenbach is an Economist that studies education policy at North Western University in Chicago. She speaks about class sizes and directly refutes Fassbender's assertion that class size doesn't matter and has no effect on kids. “But when we think about the costs and benefits of educational intervention such as class size reduction we really need to think about the long term impact that having higher quality education systems brings to the economy over the long term.” Click to listen: https://soundcloud.com/stephen-quinn-24/the-early-edition-class-size-diane-whitmore-schanzenbach-interviewReplyDelete Tara EhrckeMay 29, 2014 at 11:02 AM Thanks - yes - I haven't touched even on the work teachers do and it's value to society...ReplyDelete Kevin YeatesMay 29, 2014 at 11:52 AM This could be very interesting reading. It’s really unfortunate that the first Reality is quite misleading. The writer states “Reality #1: There was no deficit when the Liberals took power in 2001. Through a series of income tax cuts and corporate tax cuts, the Liberals went from a surplus to a deficit.” First off, deficit and debt are two different things so we shouldn’t confuse them. The debt was definitely there in 2001 and for years and years prior as well as today. The deficit refers to the amount that year’s planned expenditures exceed the planned income. Every year the preceding government was in power there was a deficit. In 2000 the government had planned a deficit budget. My recollection is that as a result of an unforeseen and unplanned massive spike in the purchase of BC power by California, there was a massive windfall of money into the provincial coffers. That resulted in a surplus year. It did not come about as a result of any government planning or intelligence. So presenting the idea that the Liberal gov’t brought about deficit financing in 2001 after a surplus year is quite misleading. As a result I stopped reading at Myth #1. If it is misleading, the rest may well be. It is unfortunate as the balance of the article may be quite accurate. This observation does not lessen my distaste for the government's approach to "bargaining". I am simply pointing out that including less than unbiased information in an argument weakens or nullifies the argument.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeMay 29, 2014 at 2:37 PM Of course I am biased, but I do try not to be misleading. With respect to the tax cut/deficit argument, here is a more detailed analysis: http://thetyee.ca/Views/2005/05/05/LibsBigFib/Delete Kevin YeatesMay 29, 2014 at 9:16 PM Tara, The article you have linked to appears to be the source of the confusion regarding the difference between debt and deficit. If you go to http://www.rbc.com/economics/economic-reports/provincial-economic-forecasts.html and look under Provincial Details you can download the report for BC. You will see there the stats that show what I was talking about. You will also see that the Tyee article doesn’t appear to understand the difference between debt and deficit. Page 2 of the Provincial Details report shows the Provincial Budget Balances since 1981. You can see how the NDP were running deficit budgets every year save 2000 where the windfall occurred. Page 9 shows the net provincial debt. I cannot locate a link to the actual deficit budget the NDP put forth in 2000. Here is a link to the lawsuit the State of California launched against BC Hydro for the money made in 2000/01. http://www.vancouversun.com/business/judge+rules+against+Hydro+billion+dollar+California+energy+dispute+with+video/7996973/story.html It appears you have based some of your article on information from the Tyee article. That article clearly appears to be less than accurate in its reporting of the facts at the time. It’s unfortunate that the strength of your arguments have been undermined by what appear to be errors in the article you drew upon. Delete EmilyMay 29, 2014 at 9:37 PM Eric, forgive what you see as an error and read the rest of her article. Delete Reply gdottJune 1, 2014 at 12:45 PM Kevin, I refrained from taking a close look at the links you provided refuting, in essence, the entirety of Tara's post. If she was mislead by a link online to the Tyee, I suspect that most links online will be suspect. I respectfully cannot read the ones you point to at risk of being mislead. As for the post itself, when it comes down to the myths specifically related to the current job action (as apposed to background like debit vs deficit) I couldn't agree more. I personally find the careful language employed by Ms. Clark and Mr. Fassbender through this process insulting. I am married to a teacher. Her family are all teachers. Eight of them altogether. this is destroying them, their inspiration and their resolve. In the past ten years my wife spends no less than 10 hours a week marking. Until the last couple of years, no less than 30 extra hours at home banging out report cards for each reporting period. Her time at school averaged 10.5 hours per day. Every year for the last 10 or so years her and I have invested up to $4,000 per year into supplies for her classroom. A few years ago I realized that just within our family of teachers 2 other couples do the same and at roughly the same amount. Where is the accountability on the part of our elected officials to really see and understand what is going on and to negotiate a fair deal? I am also further discouraged by the the reaction by some of the public.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ▼  May (5) Why I'm on the picket line BC Teachers' Wage & Class size proposals: Myths & ... BC Teachers: Liability & the Lockout When is a lockout not a lockout? The ABCs of the teachers' fight ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=25048&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 4, January/February 2012   Lower Mainland English Reading Assessment  ESL assessment consortium  In June 2008, as representatives from 12 school districts and a university, we convened a group that established the Lower Mainland ESL Assessment Consortium (www.eslassess.ca). The goal of the consortium is available on the website. The first activity was to review the assessment instruments and procedures employed in the separate districts to assess EAL students.   Assessment survey results  Results were surprising. The Idea Proficiency Test (IPT) (Ballard, Dalton, & Tighe, 2001) was the measure most often used with primary level students. Other assessments were the Brigance, (1983) the Bilingual Syntax Measure (Burt, Dulay, & Hernández, 1973), the Woodcock Reading Mastery Test (Woodcock, Various), the Woodcock-Munoz, (Woodcock & Munoz-Sandoval, 1993) the Pre-IPT, the Comprehensive English Language Test (Harris & Palmer, 1986), informal reading inventories, the Waddington Diagnostic Reading Inventory (Waddington, 2000), the Alberta Diagnostic Reading Inventory, the SLEP, the Gap (McLeod & R. McLeod, 1990), PM Benchmarks (a system for placing students in levelled books), the RAD (Reading Achievement District—a local assessment measure), the Peabody Picture Vocabulary Test (Dunn & Dunn, 1997), and a variety of locally developed listening, speaking, reading, and writing assessments. The wide diversity of assessment instruments and interpretation protocols represented a serious problem because of high student mobility rates. Since there was no assessment uniformity, students who transferred had to be assessed a second, and sometimes a third time. Levels distinctions also differed across, within and between districts, so level three, for example, did not always represent the same language abilities. There are serious consequences for learners when assessment results are neither valid nor reliable (Shohamy, 2000). The LOMERA  There was consensus among consortium members that a secondary-level measure (Grades 8 to 12) should be developed. It was concluded that the measure should be easy to administer and simple to score and that scores should be categorized into levels. It was concluded the measure should result in four and five levels. It was concluded that a reading test involving the “maze” procedure would be developed and that it should contain text approved for the provincial curriculum and so passages were selected from science, math, social studies, and language arts materials. Four different readability measures were used to estimate grade levels for the passages (Fry, Flesch-Kincaid, Flesch Reading Ease, and Forcast). Eight passages varying from second to twelfth grade were selected to form the assessment. The time limit established for the administration of the test was 35 minutes. The LOMERA Study  The LOMERA was administered to 4,810 students in Grades 8 to 12 in 11 school districts; including 1,363 English speakers. Hundreds of teachers and their students participated. A test manual was developed that includes level designations. Percentile scores and other descriptive data are presented in the manual. The LOMERA is in use in a number of districts. Alternate and online forms  An important related goal was to develop alternate forms of the LOMERA so the test/retest cycle would continue to be more valid and reliable. One alternate form has been developed and has been placed on the consortium website. Three other forms are in development. An on-line version was developed. Murphy Odo (in process) administered the LOMERA to students in both forms and has concluded that they are highly comparable. Conclusion  The number of new immigrant students who enrol in provincial schools continues to increase. Valid and reliable assessment is a cornerstone of thoughtful instructional planning. The secondary LOMERA, however, was never designed to be a diagnostic assessment. It has been criticized as a measure that does not provide diagnostic information for teachers. It has been criticized as a measure that does not provide much information about individual students’ processing of connected discourse or their oral reading fluency. The LOMERA was designed to be an easily administered assessment that provides broad-stroke information about English-reading levels. It does so quite successfully. It involves a substantial ESL norm group and is not meant to be the only assessment administered. The ESL Assessment Consortium was established to explore assessment issues. With cut-backs in budgets and ESL personnel affecting school districts, it is essential that issues related to ESL assessment and instruction be explored. A solid foundation has been developed for further consortium activities. Members of the consortium   Mark Angerilli, ESL Assessment helping teacher, School District 36 (Surrey) Karen Beatty, district teacher—ESL, School District 35 (Langley) Reginald D`Silva, University of British Columbia Lee Gunderson, University of British Columbia Sylvia Helmer, visiting adjunct professor, UBC/VSB Catherine Humphries, program consultant, English language learners, School District 41 (Burnaby) Betty Kosel, ESL consultant (Retired), SD 39 (Vancouver) Raffy LaRizza-Evans, district ESL support teacher, SD 37 (Delta) Daphne McMillan, district ESL resource teacher, School District 40 (New Westminster) Dennis Murphy Odo, University of British Columbia George Monkman, ESL co-ordinator, School District 44 (North Vancouver) Donna Neilson, district ESL resource teacher, SD 45 (West Vancouver) Dale Shea, ESL co-ordinator, School District 43 (Coquitlam) Diane Tijman, ESL & multiculturalism co-ordinator, School District 38 (Richmond) Julie Wright, ESL helping teacher, School District 34 (Abbotsford) References: Ballard, W., Dalton, E., & Tighe, P. (2001). IPT 1 oral grades K-6, Technical Manual. Brea, CA: Ballard & Tighe. Brigance, A. H. (1983). Brigance Comprehensive Inventory of Basic Skills II (CIBS II). North Billerica, MA: Curriculum Associates. Burt, M. K., Dulay, H. C., & Hern·ndez, E. (1973). Bilingual syntax measure. NY: Harcourt Brace Javonovich. Dunn, L. M., & Dunn, D. M. (1997). Peabody picture vocabulary test. San Antonio, TX: Pearson. Harris, D. P., & Palmer, L. (1986). CELT examinerís instructions and technical manual. New York: McGraw-Hill. McLeod, J., & R. McLeod. (1990). The GAP. Novata, CA: Academic Therapy Pubication. Shohamy, E. (2000). The power of tests: A critical perspective on the uses of language tests. Essex: Pearson. Waddington, N. J. (2000). Diagnostic reading and spelling tests 1 & 2: A book of tests and diagnostic procedures for classroom teachers. Strathalbyn, South Australia: Waddington Educational Resources. Woodcock, R. (Various). The Woodcock Reading Mastery Test. New York: Pearson. Woodcock, R., & Munoz-Sandoval, A. (1993). Woodcock-Munoz language survey. Itasca, IL: Riverside.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewTeachers.aspx?id=31846,BCTF > Learning resources  	New teachers  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers Aboriginal Education  Bargaining & Collective Agreements  Français  Health & Safety  New Teachers  Opportunities for Members  Pensions Professional Development  Professional Rights & Responsibility  Provincial Specialist Associations  Salary & Benefits  Teachers Teaching On Call  Teaching Resources  For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > New Teachers > New Teachers' Handbook > Table of Contents   Learning resources  Learning resources are generally understood to be texts, videos, software, and other materials that assist students to meet the expectations for learning defined by provincial or local curricula. Before a learning resource is used in a classroom, it must be evaluated to ensure that criteria are met such as curriculum match, social considerations, and age or developmental appropriateness. This evaluation may take place at the inter-provincial, provincial, district, or classroom level. The Educational Resource Acquisition Consortium (ERAC) is an association of BC public school districts and independent schools working together on the evaluation, selection, acquisition and deployment of learning resources including software, textbooks, novels, videos, reference databases, video streaming, and professional resources. The work of evaluating and recommending resources depends on teams of teachers appointed by the BCTF. The evaluation criteria for provincially approved learning resources can be found in Evaluating, Selecting, and Managing Learning Resources: bced.gov.bc.ca/irp_resources/. A subset of the learning resources, made up of those with the greatest degree of curriculum fit, is designated as the Grade Collection. The grade collections for all IRPs can be found on the ministry website at: bced.gov.bc.ca/irp_resources/lr/resource/gradcoll.htm.  The ministry makes continual changes to recommended resource lists. Teachers with print copies of IRPs are advised to consult the electronic copies of the IRPs on the ministry website, bced.gov.bc.ca/irp/irp_ela.htm  for up-to-date lists of provincially-recommended learning resources.  The ministry does not evaluate individual story books and plays, as they believe “decisions related to these types of materials are best made by educators at the local level to permit consideration of local priorities, as well as individual and classroom needs.” School boards are required to have criteria and processes in place for the selection and evaluation of learning resources that are not provincially recommended. Guidelines and suggestions for school district criteria and processes may also be found in Evaluating, Selecting, and Managing Learning Resources. Teachers often use learning resources that have not been evaluated and recommended at the provincial or district levels. Some are resources such as newspapers or periodicals that teachers use to support current events or “teachable moments.” Some are learning resources that teachers have purchased with their own money. Some are learning resources that are provided free of charge by the BCTF, its PSAs, community organizations, or educational organizations. These learning resources are evaluated for suitability by individual classroom teachers. Teachers should consider using the criteria found in Evaluating, Selecting, and Managing Learning Resources. The suitability of learning resources can be challenged. Challenges regarding provincially- recommended resources that are not resolved at the school or district level, are dealt with at the provincial level. School districts are required to have parallel processes in place to deal with challenges of learning resources evaluated and selected by the school district or individual classroom teachers. About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=6912,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 7, May/June 2006 Social responsibility or just behaving yourself? by Pat Clarke In 1996, I was a co-author with Wanda Cassidy of SFU and Carl Bogner, an independent researcher, of what became the last provincial learning assessment for social studies. Provincial learning assessments, no matter what the subject, rarely generated much heat. Most often they became bookshelf ornaments. The 1996 social studies assessment didn’t fall into that category. It actually raised a few eyebrows. The reason was that we said that social studies education in BC had become so marginalized that it was no longer considered a core element of the BC curriculum. We wrote, "Students are leaving the BC school system with only marginal abilities in such important contemporary citizenship skills as detecting bias, distinguishing between fact and opinion, and developing a reasoned argument. The social consequences of a potentially gullible citizenry should be apparent." And here we are, 10 years later, well on our way to a pandemic of gullibility. What happened? Or rather, what didn’t happen? In 1996 we hoped that our statement of concern would generate a critical review of the BC school curriculum with respect to social education. The Ministry of Education responded by setting up a Social Studies Task Force with a mandate to recommend ways to "refocus and reconceptualize social education in BC." The task force met several times and made a series of recommendations, a few of which were implemented, but most were not. In general the task force report met the fate of the learning assessments. It found some shelf space. What did happen was that the concerns set out in the learning assessment about social education became "social responsibility" and promptly fell into the mire of accountability contracts. The task force and the assessment team used the term "social responsibility." It was employed as a way of describing one of the important outcomes of social education. The concept is a fairly broad one but it primarily refers to a view of citizenship in a modern democracy. Simply put, the responsible citizen is one who is prepared to act in a spirit of community mindedness. That means they have a sense of well-being that is communal as well as personal. They are prepared to participate in their society in a democratic fashion. They understand that means both vigilance and an ability to rationally and responsibly critique, as well as support, public policy. In other words social responsibility is about being an engaged, informed, and inquiring or questioning citizen. That’s what we meant by social responsibility in 1996 Along came accountability contracts and more out of guilt than understanding the Ministry attached social responsibility to the school goal-setting process. That lack of understanding coupled with the obsession with data-driven decision making led to an inevitable train wreck. Social responsibility had to be measurable so as to inform goal setting and the accountability contract. So instead of notions such as "critical perspective" or "community mindedness" the whole process became one of measurement and counting, and those concepts are simply not measurable. So what counts as social responsibility? What can be counted, of course. Now schools routinely determine their level of student social responsibility by reporting such measurables as lates, detentions, quantity of litter on the school ground, unexplained student absence, teacher referrals of students to the office, completed homework assignments. It can all go on a chart. Long ago these concerns were reported on the back of the report card as "behaviour." Why don’t we just stick with that instead of pretending that there is some other purpose here. Certainly what we had in mind in the 1996 social studies assessment is not on the Ministry radar. That gullibility matter is still sitting there. And that gives rise to an even more disconcerting question than any raised by the assessment. Where does a preoccupation with behaviour rather than responsibility actually take us? There is of course no issue with students being on time, meeting commitments, being polite and respectful, and so on but calling this social responsibility is actually a dangerous misapplication of the term. When we place such a high value on behaviour, that is, one that is measured and articulated as a measure of accountability, and pay relatively little attention to the aspects of democratic citizenship inherent in real social responsibility, aren’t we setting up compliance with authority as a primary value? The danger is that in pursuing this approach to social responsibility we ironically prepare the ground for the obverse of social responsibility. We end up with a citizenry who may know and obey all the rules but have very little idea of the processes, values, and principles that must underlie fair and equitable rules in a democratic society. In other words, a population that equates following the rules with getting ahead and not making waves as a ticket to social acceptance and personal prosperity. Where will we be then? In a healthy and functioning democracy? Or someplace else where history tells us we really don’t want to go? Pat Clarke is director of the BCTF’s Professional and Social Issues Division. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7232,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 3, November/December 2005 Law or justice? by Art Gans Many years ago, in the late fifties, I, with many others, marched in demonstrations for justice in sympathy with a leader of the black community in the southern US whose name was Martin Luther King, Jr. I wasn’t at Selma, but my bishop was. I joined with others in the Bay Area as we did what we could to express support for an issue that we believed was terribly important. I have never forgotten those days, even though they are more than half a lifetime ago. I have been reminded of them again in recent weeks by the BCTF’s actions in the present labour disagreement here in British Columbia. I have seen a number of statements by those who say that the teachers are violating the law and providing a poor example for their students. Others have said things like "Jinny Sims is no Rosa Parks." Well she may not be, but there is a similarity in the situation that perhaps those who do not know their history might miss. The march in Selma was against the law too. So were most of the actions of civil disobedience that were carried out in those days so long ago. The law in Alabama was quite clear, and, at the time had been upheld by the highest levels of courts. Segregation was legal in schools until 1954 under the doctrine of "Separate but equal facilities," which always turned out to be "separate but unequal." In the late fifties, segregated seating on buses and other public transport was legal and that is what the demonstrations were about. Black people paid the same fares, and many more black people used public transit than whites did, but they were limited in where they could sit. If the black seats were full, blacks were expected to stand, even if there were a number of seats available in the white section. It was Rosa Parks sitting in one of those white seats that started the Birmingham bus strike and triggered a major civil-rights campaign throughout the south. The law supported segregation, but justice did not. And, that is where the present situation in BC is very similar. Several BC governments have legislated the BCTF back to work with imposed contracts. Ostensibly the teachers work for the BC Public School Employers’ Association, but in reality, that agency is a wholly owned and directed subsidiary of the BC government. It has no independent funds or the means to raise them. It is totally dependent on the actions of the government. And the government has legislated contracts that have not been negotiated and used its legal powers to do the same thing that southern governments in the US did during the civil-rights campaigns. The government has had the capability of sitting down with the teachers for a number of years and has chosen not to do so. They have, in their legal operations, removed negotiated elements of contracts to their benefit. And they talk about how the teachers are not "law abiding" when they finally say "enough is enough." In my opinion, the teachers are doing just what other free people have done when governments took intolerable positions and tried to enforce them by law. Yes, they are in rebellion against an unjust law. Had the government sat down with them months ago and committed itself to real negotiations, it is my belief that the present situation would not exist. But since they didn’t, then I believe that the teachers have justice, if not the law, on their side. After World War II, one of my particular heroes, Martin Niemoeller, a German pastor who spent most of the war in Nazi concentration camps, is quoted as saying: "When the Nazis came for the Communists, I wasn’t a Communist and so I did nothing. When they came for the Jews, I wasn’t a Jew and so I did nothing. When they came for the Catholics, I wasn’t a Catholic and so I did nothing. When they came for me, there was no one left to do anything." Free people cannot obey tyrannous laws and retain their freedom. At some point, they must protest, even if the protest is declared to be illegal. If the government declares education to be an essential service, they should use the means that are normally used in such situations—binding arbitration—which takes note of the needs of both sides in arriving at a solution. Simply passing a law that imposes a totally one-sided contract is not and can not be a solution in a free country. It is my opinion that this is why the teachers have struck and for that reason, I support their action. Arthur E. Gans is an Anglican priest and military ethicist, Lake Country, BC. Source: The View in Lake Country, October 20, 2005. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/issues/research.aspx?id=5796,BCTF > Special education, learning assistance, ESL research project preliminary data release, April 2003  	Untitled Page  For Teachers For Parents For Media Home E-mail Lists Links A to Z Index Contact Us Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources Home > Issues in Education > Inclusive Education > Research Project The 2002–03 BCTF Research Project: Special Education and ESL in two B.C. school districts, # 43, Coquitlam, and # 68, Nanaimo-Ladysmith Data release, April 2003 Project data collection areas: Community and school-district profiles The evolution of Special Education and ESL Survey of teachers Data from Ministry of Education provincial data collection Focus groups of classroom, teachers, specialist support teachers, and parents of students with special needs Case studies of selected schools/A day in the life of a specialist teacher Key findings from The 2002–03 BCTF Research Project: Special Education and ESL in two B.C. school districts, # 43, Coquitlam, and # 68, Nanaimo-Ladysmith Each of the following pages features a key finding from the research project, and supporting data from the various areas of data collection. See end of page for a key to acronyms and contact information. Services and supports for students with special needs, and for ESL students, are reduced this school year. Only the most severe student needs are being addressed as schools cannot meet more moderate/less severe cases with the available staffing and resources. Supporting data: Survey data from teachers show that in 6 of 11 categories of supports for students, teachers stated that supports for students had been reduced this school year. Supports were the same in 4 categories. There was not a single category where teachers stated that supports or services to students were more than last year. Survey of teachers in Nanaimo and Coquitlam, January 2003 “The bar has been raised.” By this, participants meant that because of reduced resources and fewer staff, fewer students received services involving specialists than were previously offered. To decide which students received service, “raising the bar” meant that only the most severe or extreme cases now received visible and direct support. The bar was raised so high that service levels were decided primarily by budgets and staffing allocations, not in order to meet the needs of students. As a result, many ESL students and many students with special needs who regularly received service could no longer access specialist teacher support, or Teacher Assistant time. Focus group of Coquitlam classroom teachers, December 2002 Until now, there has been a strong commitment by a core of teachers to work at [School A] and meet the daily challenges of this unique school. This dedication is wavering as teachers at [School A] believe that larger number of students with special needs are enrolled in many classes without appropriate supports. There is an overwhelming sense of much more being asked of both classroom and specialist support teachers, but evidence of less support being offered to them. It is both the reduced capacity to meet students’ needs, and the increased workload and stress, that is causing teachers to express resignation and despair. Teachers in [School A] are used to dealing with diversity and deprivation in their student population. Indeed, many teachers have thrived on such a combination of challenges in the past. But they are saying that this year is substantively different: it is more difficult to meet students’ needs, and it is more stressful for them as teachers. Case study of School A, Coquitlam, 2003 Parents were concerned about service levels being provided only to the most needy of students with special needs. In some cases, parents were being told that their child was not as needy as others, and that supports such as direct contact with a specialist support teacher, or SEA time, may be reduced or eliminated if the child was “doing too well.” Parents were concerned that although their child may have been able to succeed in school with support, that such supports could be withdrawn simply because other students’ needs were more pressing. In their view, this significantly increased the risk of their child failing in school, and this was unacceptable to them. Focus group of parents of students with special needs, Coquitlam, December 2002 The classroom teacher’s capacity to include all students is severely affected because there are fewer classroom teachers than the declining enrolment warrants, and class sizes have increased. Supporting data: Coquitlam and Nanaimo FTE students and staffing, 2001–02 and 2002–03 Coquitlam 2001 FTE 2002 FTE Change Students 32,495.5 32,179.5 - 316 (- 0.97%) Staffing 3,109.92 2,934.04 - 175.88 (- 5.66%) Nanaimo 2001 FTE 2002 FTE Change Students 16,231.625 15,886.1875 - 345.438 (- 2.15%) Staffing 1,476.946 1,417.336 - 59.61 (- 4.04%) Data sources: Ministry of Education Standard Report 1581, and Form 1530 school district data collection These data show that in Coquitlam, staffing was reduced by 4.7% more than the decline in student enrolment from 2001 to 2002. In Nanaimo, staffing declined by 1.9% more than the decline in enrolment. The student population of [School X] declined from 470.5 FTE in 2001–02 to 447.5 FTE in 2002–03, a reduction of 4.9%; the FTE teacher staffing was reduced by 7.3%. Staffing at the school was reduced by a greater amount than would normally be warranted by the declining enrolment. The school therefore experienced real cuts in staffing, reducing its capacity to meet students’ needs and increasing teacher workload. The FTE student-support teaching staff declined from 5.78 FTE in 2001–02 to 5.181 in 2002–03, a loss of 0.6 FTE, or 10.4% in specialist support. Case Study of School X, Nanaimo, 2003 There are 21 teaching staff in the school this year, 2 fewer than last year. While student FTE numbers fell by 10.77%, FTE educator numbers fell by 11.87%. Cuts have therefore been made to staffing which are greater than the reduction in student numbers. Fewer staff are teaching proportionately more students this year than last. The 1.0 Music position in the school has been eliminated this year because of inadequate funding. The Music program has been an important part of the school culture for ten years, and the loss is keenly felt throughout the school. Case Study of School A, Coquitlam, 2003 Students are “falling through the cracks because too much is being asked of teachers.” What the teachers in this focus group are saying is different this year is that there appears to be an acceptance that some students will “fall through the cracks” caused by less-effective support systems. They also stated that some of these students will likely leave the school system prematurely, when they might have stayed with better levels of support. Focus group of Nanaimo classroom teachers, January 2003 Fewer students are able to access specialist support teachers for Special Education, Learning Assistance, and ESL, because there are fewer teachers in these positions, and for many, time allocation in the specialist support positions has been reduced. Supporting data: The data for Coquitlam School District are clear: cuts in staffing are higher in both Special Education and ESL than the changes in designated numbers warrant. The case is particularly noticeable in Special Education, where designated-student numbers actually increased, while staffing was cut. In addition, while staffing cuts across the district were 5.66% of the total employee numbers, staffing in Special Education and Learning Assistance was cut by 9.96%, and the 2002–03 ESL staffing levels reflect a reduction of 15.96% compared to 2001. In Nanaimo, headcount enrolment of designated ESL students declined from 589 in 2001 to 491 in 2002, a decline of 16.64%. However, the cut in ESL staffing was 55.34% — 38.7% more than the percentage reduction in designated ESL students. Data sources: Ministry of Education Standard Reports 1585 and 1586C, and district data collection, Form 1530 Participants were critical of the provincial government actions which resulted in fewer teachers and resources in schools, in turn creating increased class size and more-difficult class composition. A participant described one secondary class which consisted of 32 students. Of those 32, 7 were on modified programs, 4 required adaptations, 4 had behaviour problems, and 2 were International students with minimal English proficiency. A Grade 8 class of 30 was described which included 10 students with IEPs. Fifty percent of one school’s grade level required IEPs.... There was a strong sense that such changes to class size and class composition had simply been downloaded or dumped onto teachers. In the short term, this resulted in increased requests from classroom teachers for support from the school-based support staff, and/or for more EA time, both demands which, in the view of participants, were unlikely to be satisfactorily met. Focus group of Nanaimo specialist support teachers, October 2002 Parents were concerned about reduced access to specialist support teachers and to SEAs for their children. The usual role of SEAs is to work with children, so the issue for parents was not one of their job role, but of the number of hours SEAs worked, and their accessibility: SEA hours were being reduced, thereby reducing their child’s access to SEA support. But a different argument was being raised by the parents in terms of the specialist support teacher. Parents felt they were increasingly being told that specialist support teachers were a resource to support classroom teachers, and not necessarily a person who delivered direct service to students. This was not understood to be a district policy, but more how schools were defining the role. For parents of students with special needs, this implied that their role was not necessarily to communicate with parents, and in some cases parents were being subtly diverted from contacting such specialists. Thus, the dual concerns emerged – did their children get access to such specialist support, and were parents able to access the specialists? Focus group of parents of students with special needs, Coquitlam, December 2002 Differences between schools in higher and lower socio-economic areas appear to be considerable. Many schools in lower socio-economic areas have greater concentrations of students with special needs, and are having a much tougher time this year in meeting those needs. Supporting data: Form 1701 data show that in some Coquitlam schools, between 3% and 16% of students are designated with a special need. In Nanaimo the range is between 0% and 13%. Most of the schools with a greater concentration of students with special needs are in lower socio-economic areas. Data sources: generated from Form 1701 data collection and Ministry of Education Echo Reports, and from census data. In [School A] there is also a belief that teachers are propping up an under-funded and under-resourced school. Their efforts are extraordinary, as they do their best to meet the considerable needs of students in their classes or caseloads by working long hours, changing approaches to meet needs, and even by using their own money to provide resources for which there is no other support. But these efforts come at a cost to them professionally, when they change practice to survive, and personally, when they work too many hours to meet every need but their own, or spend their own money when programs are cut. For an inner-city school such as [School A], the changes this year appear devastating for both students and teachers. The efforts of teachers here are beyond what should be expected and are simply unsustainable. Teachers in the school are very concerned that services to the most needy students will continue to decline in the future, with further negative impacts at this school. They also hope to have their voices heard through this project, so that further negative impacts on students and teachers can be avoided. Case study of School A, Coquitlam, 2003 In schools which serve the higher socio-economic areas, participants reported moderate levels of stress this year, but high levels of apprehension about the future. Some cuts had been made, to areas such as Drama and Gifted programs, and there were fewer TAs in schools, or the TAs had fewer hours. But the experiences of teachers in lower socio-economic communities were much more troubling. They saw many more students’ needs not being met, and very high stress levels among teachers. The reduced capacity of specialists to work directly with students and teachers impacted these schools much more severely. Focus group of Coquitlam specialist support teachers, December 2002 Specialist support teachers’ capacity to meet students’ needs is significantly reduced because their caseloads have risen to alarming levels, and they are less able to support the work of classroom teachers as a result. Supporting data: For the specialist teacher, they are offering much less direct service to students, and more in-servicing of teachers, in terms of adapting pedagogy or modifying materials, or advising teachers on how to include a range of exceptionalities. In this the role may not have changed, but the scope of exceptionality dealt with at the school often appeared greater, as whichever specialist was in a school, she dealt with whatever exceptionalities happened to arise there. In addition, with increased class size and no limits on class composition, there were increased demands for support from classroom teachers which were hard to meet, so that it seemed harder to get things completed satisfactorily. One participant commented, “We are barely afloat, and the ship is sinking.” Focus group of Nanaimo specialist support teachers, October 2002 Survey data show that caseloads have increased. 75% of Coquitlam’s specialist support teachers said that their caseload had increased this year. 2% said it had decreased, and 23% said it had stayed the same. In Nanaimo, 90% of specialist support teachers said their caseload had increased this year. 10% said it had stayed the same, and none said it had decreased. Survey of teachers, Coquitlam and Nanaimo, January 2003 Because of cuts to specialist support staffing, many specialists are dealing with areas such as ESL, Learning Assistance, and Special Education in one job package, but they have no training or experience in some areas of specialization. This is reducing the quality of services to students. Supporting data: Several participants spoke of staff who, in previous years, worked in Learning Assistance or in some other non-enrolling support role, and were now being allocated responsibility for ESL/ESD support in addition to their initial role. Such blending of roles meant less service in situations where there were fewer people in the roles, and/or reduced time allocation for each component of the blended role, both of which were happening this school year. The same support services provided by non-enrolling teachers could not be offered with fewer non-enrolling staff, and ESL services were among the first to be reduced or eliminated. Reductions in ESD services were noted which could negatively impact aboriginal students. In one school, a teacher reported that some aboriginal students, who once received both ESD and Learning Assistance, now received only Learning Assistance, and even that at a reduced level than before. Because ESD programs include culturally-appropriate approaches to the aboriginal students enrolled in the programs, the removal of ESD services was seen to reduce the focus and use of culturally-appropriate materials and approaches for these students. Focus group of Nanaimo classroom teachers, January 2003 Participants felt that specialists in blended roles are not able to focus on all the parts of their new jobs. This was not stated as a criticism of the specialist support teachers, but as a reflection of perceived realities in schools. Classroom teachers saw the specialist support teachers as being 'incredibly stretched', and doing the best they could, but all that could be managed were the worst crisis scenarios. The district's new model of school-based specialist supports removed many highly-specialized itinerant staff with a particular area of focus and expertise. In the new model, non-enrolling teachers now have responsibility for some combination of LA, ESL/ESD, and Special Education. Staff who were trained and knowledgeable in one area, such as LA or ESL, now have jobs which include areas for which they have never been trained and in which they have no experience. For them, and for the school in which they work, decisions have to be made about the best use of their time and skills. In some cases, this means dropping a focus on the Gifted, or reducing ESL services, or increasing the focus on Learning Assistance. That staff within schools are making such decisions may be a reflection on their need to manage as best they can with less support, but it appears to be encouraging arbitrary school-based decisions concerning which services are offered in schools. Focus group of Nanaimo classroom teachers, January 2003 Too many students with special needs are being placed in some secondary elective classes, reducing the capacity of teachers to meet their needs and forcing changes in pedagogical styles which teachers consider inappropriate for the students in their classes. Supporting data: Teachers in elective subject areas in secondary schools are receiving disproportionate numbers of students with special needs, and this is causing resentment. Several focus-group participants spoke of a tradition of acceptance of students with special needs by many teachers in a number of elective subject areas, such as Home Economics, Fine Arts, and PE. This acceptance was now being replaced by resentment, as more teachers in elective subject areas find that they are expected to deal with larger numbers of students with special needs, and with less support. Some specialists said that teachers in some of these subject areas felt that their classes had become ‘dumping grounds’ for students not wanted in other areas, which they increasingly resented, and which what they believed did not reflect the spirit of inclusion. Focus group of Coquitlam specialist support teachers, December 2002 One teacher described a class of 34 students, significantly larger than last year, and how such a number forced changes in pedagogical approaches: “You just can’t do some things in a class of 34 that you could do with a smaller class.” For teachers in Science labs, there were dramatic changes, with ‘much less hands-on’ and more demonstrations by the teacher. For those subject areas named by one participant as the ‘soft’ sciences, such changes were major. ‘Soft’ sciences were defined as elective Science courses with a less-academic focus. With more students in the labs, safety was an increased risk factor. One participant said that when additional students with special needs were ‘packed in’ to such classes, as they had been this school year, both pedagogy and safety suffered, and the needs of students with special needs were less-successfully met than in previous years. Students with special needs were included in such electives because of the electives’ reduced academic content. But with smaller classes they also engaged in the ‘hands-on’ nature of the courses (conducting experiments in labs, for example), to an extent appropriate to their abilities. However, increasing both the number of students overall in these classes, and the number of students with special needs, has reduced the ‘hands-on’ attraction of the courses for such students. In the view of these teachers, changing the class composition by increasing the numbers of students with special needs is therefore reducing the quality of education for the students and forcing the teacher to change teaching styles. Focus group of Nanaimo classroom teachers, January 2003 Audits have become counter-productive, increasing paperwork and reducing services to students. The considerable focus on audit and accountability requirements is diverting significant resources away from delivering services to students. Supporting data: Focus group participants described a combination of factors which limited their opportunity to teach students. Some described ‘mind-boggling’ administrative work, and increases in e-mail communication, with ‘24/7’ messages, meaning that messages were coming to them 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, including substantial e-mail communication from parents. The issue is more complex than time and management – participants felt the nature of their work was changing, and for the worse. One said, “I got into teaching to teach kids,” suggesting that the administrative and documentation roles were replacing the original and preferred role of teaching. Another stated, “I am struggling to get to know the students – I know them from files, not from direct contact.” The layers of these statements should be considered. The speakers are stating that education and teaching are about people and relationships, not paper and records, but that in many cases they cannot make the fundamental contact with students that is for them at the heart of teaching. Focus group of Coquitlam specialist support teachers, December 2002 The issue of paperwork is not new to this school year, but has been present over several years. However, because demands for specialist services seem much higher this year, the demands of producing copious records of service delivery are a strong irritant to specialist teachers. Participants also stated that each year there appeared to be some changes in the required paperwork, as each year the Ministry changed data collection and audit requirements. One of they key reasons why so many specialists in this focus group felt so far behind this year is the incessant demand for completing paperwork to ensure the district passes any audit check and does not lose funding. Some stated that every message relevant to IEPs and service delivery had to be printed and filed in case auditors appeared. Most participants stated that the focus and emphasis on paperwork had become far too prominent and was defeating the very purpose for which it was developed – to ensure that services for students were provided. Focus group of Coquitlam specialist support teachers, December 2002 69% of survey respondents in Coquitlam, and 68% of respondents in Nanaimo, agreed that paperwork linked to students with special needs had increased over the last five years. Only 3% of Coquitlam respondents, and 6% of Nanaimo respondents, believed that paperwork had not increased. Survey of teachers, Coquitlam and Nanaimo, January 2003 Both classroom and specialist support teachers are reporting high levels of stress because of the strain of meeting students’ needs with fewer resources. Some specialist teachers are opting out of the role because the demands are too great. An alarming number of teachers indicate that they are becoming ill or considering quitting teaching. Supporting data: 86% of Nanaimo and Coquitlam survey-respondents agreed that more was expected of them every year as teachers. 34% in Coquitlam and 33% in Nanaimo said they were not keeping physically well this school year. 47% of Nanaimo respondents (33% in Coquitlam) were considering early retirement, while 28% of respondents (Coquitlam) were considering quitting teaching (21% in Nanaimo). Survey of teachers, Coquitlam and Nanaimo, January 2003 Both classroom teachers and specialist support teachers are “burning out,” and some are looking for different roles or considering leaving the profession: “School teachers have always been pretty good jugglers, but everyone has their limits. Eventually more and more teachers are going to drop the ball.” One participant stated, “I am a conduit for negativity.” The implication of this statement is that she could not provide positive responses to the problems facing classroom teachers, who in turn became more negative when specialist services were reduced or unavailable. Another reported doing paperwork “at 10:00 p.m. after I’ve put the kids to bed.” For specialist teachers the workload and caseload may be close to unmanageable, as well as increasingly undesirable because of the changing nature of the job. Two teachers indicated that they would probably seek different work next year. One worked in a “high needs” inner-city environment with high numbers of students with special needs, and was considering transferring to a school with a less-needy student population, probably in a higher socio-economic area. The second teacher was actively considering requesting a placement in a classroom, abandoning the role of specialist support teacher. The difference this year for some of the participants seemed to be that there is very little more that they can actually offer, as one said: “Last year, things were in place, and I had a bit left to give. This year I’ve given all that I have.” Another person close to retirement stated: “I don’t want to leave teaching with bad feelings, but it’s not as rewarding as it used to be.” Both indicate an enormous commitment to teaching, but also a fatigue and a sense that current work levels and demands are simply not sustainable, as is illustrated also in the following comment: “I’ve worked so hard and had lots of energy, but now I’m really tired. But they keep raising the bar and I won’t be able to jump it any more. If next year’s worse I’m out of the game. I will quit.” Focus group of Coquitlam specialist support teachers, December 2002 There is evidence that collaborative planning and programming is being reduced as classroom teachers are increasingly reluctant to join a process which offers no support beyond the planning stage. A wide body of research suggests that collaborative planning and programming optimizes educational experiences for both ESL students and for students with learning differences and special needs. Removing such collaboration therefore reduces the likelihood of optimum programs, and negatively impacts both ESL studenThere is evidence that collaborative planning and programming is being reduced as classroo Supporting data: Instead of a collaborative and responsive unit addressing a wide variety of needs, the school-based teams had, in the view of these classroom teachers, become an emergency response unit, only catering to the most desperate of needs. The teachers believed that even if teams were only addressing the most serious cases, there were few supports to meet most identified needs in those cases before the team. Because of this gap between needs and available supports, classroom teachers in this focus group believed that school-based teams were becoming increasingly ineffective, and that they were less likely to ask for access to the team this school year. The apparent demise of the school-based team’s utility to classroom teachers offers another area in which models and structures of supports for students with special needs, and for teachers, appear increasingly fragile and problematic. Ideally the team offers collective expertise and solutions with resources to promote students’ effective learning, accompanied by supports for the classroom teacher. But…addressing the most severe crisis is far from the ideal. If the capacity of the team to provide supports is much reduced, can the team still function in a spiral of reduced collaboration, less support, fewer adaptations, less specialist support, and less SEA time? Focus group of Nanaimo classroom teachers, January 2003 Teachers report facing an ethical dilemma: they believe that what is written in IEPs is not, in many cases, being implemented, but they feel under pressure from school or district administrators to say that the IEPs are being implemented as written. The ethical dilemma is, what to tell parents? Supporting data: Focus group participants expressed concerns about ethical issues in terms of communication with parents. Two areas of concern were explored. The first was that IEPs may not reflect the reality of the services provided to students. Many parents may not yet understand how difficult it has or could become for educators to follow the program outlined in the IEP, because of increased class size, reduced supports, and in some cases more students with special needs in classes. This has become an ethical issue or dilemma – what could or should be communicated to parents, who are assuming the IEP will be followed, if there are fears that it will not be? The second, and related, issue was a concern that the district was communicating the sense of this school year being “business as usual,” but these focus-group participants felt that the early part of this school year was very far from “business as usual.” One participant stated, “Parents should know what’s going on – we shouldn’t be patching up the system.” The ethical issue involved what message should be communicated to parents: should a calming message be conveyed, or should parents be told of the teacher concerns for levels of service delivery? Focus group of Nanaimo specialist support teachers, October 2002 Substantially fewer students are being designated in high incidence categories (8% fewer across the province), with corresponding reduction in services in many instances. Supporting data: The two districts bucked the provincial trend in terms of their overall numbers of high incidence students. Nanaimo reduced designating high incidence students by 3.5%, while Coquitlam had 4.6% more students designated in high incidence categories this school year. Data source: Ministry of Education Standard Report 1585 However, some teachers are reporting that students who should be designated are not being designated: “Participants felt that fewer students were being designated within Ministry high incidence categories, but that this reduction did not reflect the reality in their school.1” Teachers in this focus group saw a consistently greater level of needs in their schools, and believed that many students with special needs were no longer being designated in high incidence categories. In some cases, teachers reported a conscious decision by some schools not to designate unless there were supports available to match the designation. Focus group of Nanaimo classroom teachers, January 2003 The way forward The BCTF believes there is a crisis with the implementation of B.C.’s inclusionary education policy. The word “crisis” can mean “turning point.” We suggest that such a turning point is urgently needed. The BCTF supports the human rights of all students to access a public education system which prepares students for citizenship in a democratic society. We believe that their rights, and the rights of other students, are being infringed because educational services for students with special needs, and for ESL students, are being eroded. We have considerable evidence of such erosion from a wide variety of sources. We also believe that many districts are doing their best to meet all students’ needs but cannot do so with current levels of support. More funding is needed. The inclusionary system cannot be sustained at current levels of funding, and any further cuts will seriously impact many more B.C. students. But we also need improved systemic support for inclusion across the province. By this we mean that B.C. should: Provide provincial leadership and supports to build a more inclusionary system. Reduce the focus on audits which take teachers’ time away from students. Offer better information to classroom teachers through web-based and other information systems. Develop workshops and resources to support classroom and specialist support teachers’ inclusive approaches. Improve supports for teachers, including: manageable class size and composition, supports for adapting of teaching and curriculum, access to specialist support teachers, and availability of pre-service and in-service linked to special education and ESL. While the BCTF calls on the provincial government to address resource and policy issues, we will take steps to initiate BCTF projects that will support the professional work of teachers. The crisis can be made into a turning point if there is a will to move in directions which support the needs of all students in B.C.’s schools. Glossary of acronyms EA Education Assistant IEP Individual Education Plan ESD English as a Second Dialect PE Physical Education ESL English as a Second Language SEA Special Education Assistant FTE Full-time equivalent TA Teacher Assistant Contact information: For more information, please contact Charlie Naylor, BCTF Research Department: Tel. 604-871-2254 E-mail cnaylor@bctf.ca ____________________ (1) Data from Ministry of education Standard report 1585 (Special Education Enrolments) indicates that there has been a provincial decline in high incidence designation of 8.2% in 2002–03 compared to 2001–02. This is more likely attributable to non-designation of high incidence students, than a real decline in the numbers of such students.   About Us | News & Events | Publications | Advocacy & Action | Social Justice | Issues in Education © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2014/09/tentative-agreement-yes-or-no.html?showComment=1411076228222,Staffroom Confidential: Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, September 16, 2014 Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Despite what I know was a herculean effort on the part of our bargaining team, I very much hope that BC teachers will vote no to the tentative agreement. After five weeks of strike, and twelve years of legal battles, this is not the deal that will restore sanity to public education and it is not a fair deal for teachers and students. Just as teachers in Saskatchewan rejected a deal to ensure a better outcome, I hope BC teachers will consider a no vote to let our team know we have to go back to the bargaining table. Class size, composition The agreement provided a modified LIF fund starting at $75 million per year and increasing to $85 by the last year. It is for teachers only, which will mean a slight improvement in Districts where sizeable portions were spent on Education Assistants or senior District staff rather than teachers. However, in an average size District like Victoria (20,000 students, 1,000 teachers), this will translate into about 5-10 more teachers. That is one for every five schools. To put it in comparison, Justice Griffin's judgement estimated the lost funding due to lost class size language at about $330 million in current dollars. (Read more here about the proposed Education Fund.) I heard so many teachers speak up about the need to ensure that we do not return to over-crowded classes when the strike ends. This agreement does very little to alleviate what is the most pressing issue. Throwing away the court victory The agreement provides a "reopener" in the event we win on appeal our class size language. What this means is that the language returns, but is not implemented until new language is negotiated. Without the actual implementation of the returned language, there will be very little incentive for the government to bargain it back. We would essentially be back in the very same position we are in today, with government trying to bargain it out and us trying to bargain it back in. In my opinion, even if we were legislated back to work we would be in a superior position. If we won the appeal the government would then be forced to implement the language. We are thus throwing away our historic court victory and the bargaining pressure it potentially creates. The reopener is really only mildly less offensive than E80. In both cases, we have to bargain back what was illegally taken from our contract and the government will probably never have to restore it. In fact, the "reopener" creates the perfect opportunity for government to lock us out to try and force us to agree to something far inferior. Throwing away the remedy for the last twelve years The agreement provides $105 million to compensate for grievances over-sized classes for the last twelve years. Using Justice Griffin's estimates, our loss is roughly $300 million times 12 = over $3 billion. I cannot fathom how $105 million is a fair compromise. The BCTF's original proposal to put this money back into the system was a more fair and productive approach. This agreement means we can no longer go to the courts for a fair remedy. Wages The agreement is very close to government's original offer. While I would be willing to accept this if the class size language was returned, teachers should not be taking such a significant monetary loss without the commensurate gain in working conditions. We have lost roughly 12% of our annual salary. We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut. Minimal improvements There are very minimal improvements in preparation time for elementary teachers (10 minutes per week), and TTOC daily rate. The TTOC daily rate change may depend on your grid placement. It could actually be a wage loss for long term TTOCs who are above category 5 and step 7. There is also $11 million in health and dental benefits. At 40,000 members, this is $275 each. Hardly worth consideration in the context of the rest of the agreement. What next? There are a variety of options if we vote no. We can continue the strike. We can choose to return to work and continue bargaining. We do not, and should not, accept an agreement that doesn't meet our needs and doesn't meet the needs of students and public education. When Saskatchewan teachers rejected the first deal which had 5.5% wage increases over four years, the second deal had 7.3% increases over four years. They have said this still isn't good enough. For us, our main issue is classroom conditions. We need to say this isn't good enough. The way to do that is to vote no. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 7:48 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 124 comments: Troy MooreSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:17 PM The EC recommendation states the open clause will be argued from restored language. However, selling our grievances for nothing as the 105 million is strike savings, is plenty of reason to vote no. Further, no composition caps, but a fund controlled by Superintendents is enough reason to vote no. Thursday I will vote no.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:06 PM Re-opener also says "education fund" in place until new language bargained, so old language can disappear forever.Delete Reply Mme RousseauSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:33 PM Government starved us to death hoping we'd vote yes to whatever deal they'd offer. Planned it from the start.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:07 PM We can sill choose (collectively) to return to work if we reject this deal. Many options.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:09 PM Great analysis, Tara! I think that returning to work would be a bad idea. This will frustrate parents more if they need to find new ways to deal with taking care fo kids. USe the money given to you by the other unions. I am a teacher who had to quit for stress over the terrible condition of work (split FI grade 4/5, several low LD kids with little support, one severe with no support, 2 gifted (no support), and a principal who expected me to teach 2 separate social studies AND science programs)Delete Reply Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:56 PM Good points by all but the gov't succeeded in starving my family out and completly breaking us. I will be voting YES and live to fight another dayReplyDelete Replies schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:21 PM 'Fight another day'? In the last twelve years that we have been pushing back against this government, never has the tide tide been so much with teachers, class size/composition, and public education - and never has the government been pushed back onto the ropes (especially with the call for binding arbitration). What 'other day' is being proposed that we wait for? Now is the time. Vote 'no' and give the BCTF bargaining team a renewed mandate to get a decent deal for students and teachers.Delete Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:10 PM "Another day" means to wake up and realize that 2more weeks means my family of 5 could lose our home. It means I will do all I can to recall Cc, Factbender, and other mla's, and maybe even having "a guy I know" have a chat with them. In year 1 of their reign, I don't believe they even know what "the ropes" are. I will vote YES ...for my family, and I can live with thatDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:12 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply Karen FergusonSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:03 PM Just a question: When the Saskatchewan teachers voted no, had they already been on strike for 5 weeks?ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM No. They are working with no contract. They are not on strike.Delete Shannon DavisSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:23 AM I am a Saskatchewan teacher. We are not on strike; we are currently in the conciliation process after voting "no" to 2 previous offersDelete Reply "Mama Rose"September 16, 2014 at 9:27 PM Can we truly return to work without agreeing and continue bargaining? When I suggested returning to work a few weeks ago, the answer was "being on strike puts pressure on the gov't and without pressure they have no reason to settle." And can you explain more how legislating us back would be better than agreeing to this deal? And finally, why would the BCTF executive put forward a deal that was not a good one?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:30 PM Because they need confirmation of the resolve of the membership to get something better. That is what a no vote does.Delete Reply Troylana MSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:28 PM some great points to ponder, tara......thinking thinking....ReplyDelete schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:43 PM If we vote 'no' to the tentative deal we still have options: We'd not have a contract. But we could... a) strike with full picket lines b) partially strike with phase 1 (work-to-rule) in schools c) partially strike with periodic/rotating job action d) continue negotiating e) return to work and re-escalate strike f) some/all of the above ReplyDelete Replies Caroline MackenzieSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:21 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:14 PM a) will expedite matters (I say less that 3 days)Delete Reply danabjornsonSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:05 PM I am thinking that a legislated, crappier contract would only be in effect for 2 years max (before elections...). If we take this offer, then we will be agreeing to this pseudo-E80. Should we win the court case (which we likely will), we will have to settle on the terms of the THIS negotiated contract which doesn't actually restore learning conditions; it simply allows for those conditions to be negotiated. If we say n, then we default to the 2002 contract, which DOES restore the language. A "yes" vote is saying that we are good on "crumbs"; a "no" vote is saying we want an actual meal. That's my understanding, anyway. Please correct me where I am wrong, Tara. :)ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:44 PM And word is IF they legislate, they could opt to legislate back Grade 10-12 only causing the union to have to lay off all teachers and re-hire based on seniority. That will tear the union at the seams pitting teacher against teacher for those positions. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:17 PM There will be a general strike if that were to happen! They better not do this. They will regret it.Delete Reply imaginefunlearningSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:09 PM Some good points on the background of our fight over the past 12 years, which I have been actively engaged in; however we need to recognize the climate we are in. We are not in Sask. people! We have just come through a very long summer!! We need to thank our @bctf bargaining team & recognize the toll this has taken on all of us & our families. I don't have the luxury of more time on the strike line. This may be as good as it gets. Let's read the agreement and consider getting back to work and making some $ again! That's my 2 cents worth, which would come in really handy right now!!!ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:18 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply RobSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:11 PM Go back in work to rule mode. Work this winter to recall every Liberal MLA. ThAt is the only way to apply pressure to these criminals. ReplyDelete Replies Kate RestonSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:03 PM Recall! Not sure who won the battle but the war is still onDelete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:14 AM Well said Kate... I agree 100%Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:20 PM I think say NO and a better deal will be done in less than 3 days. These guys are not criminals, they are lower than that. I bet they get a sick pleasure in hurting the kids and the teachers.Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:31 PM An official recall is in the works: https://www.facebook.com/groups/316129595235450/?fref=ts Please consider joining.Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:26 AM Leah - do you honestly think anyone who voted BC Liberal did so thinking that they would act any differently on the education file?Delete Reply JJSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:16 PM I am glad to see other members who share my views. I am outraged at a 1.2 percent "raise" in salary per year that doesn't even meet inflation of currently 2%. I feel used and abused.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:23 PM Not to mention all of the other pittance! I am actually surprised that Iker asked teachers to vote on this! Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:18 PM Hi Tara Thanks for the summary! Will we be able to vote NO to the deal, but vote YES to returning to work? Will there be three options when we vote Thursday? Why did the BCTF agree to a substandard deal for us? If we vote no to a deal that was recommended to us, the teachers look like the bad guys and public approval will plummet. I am very disappointed and frustratedReplyDelete Replies KataSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:12 AM Public approval will not necessarily plummet. I have seen strikes where the membership has voted against the executive's "best results to date", and ended up with a better offer. This offer is an insult. The $300 million will not bring funding to the national average (I believe). More importantly, the wage offer is half of the average wage increase for public and private workers (StatsCan). Delete Reply MontySeptember 16, 2014 at 10:19 PM Thank you, Tara. My thoughts too, more clearly expressed. As well, Thursday is too soon to vote, too soon to vote, too soon to vote........ReplyDelete Richard ChalkeSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:21 PM Vote no and lose every shred of public support...just sayin!ReplyDelete Replies UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:31 AM I am a member of the public and would support a "no" vote. js!.Delete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:01 AM Richard Chalke, NO you won't! I am a mother with 3 adopted special needs children who need to be in a class that is designed for them and others like them (my kids are academically slightly delayed but their issues are more social and behavioural) where they can receive the education they deserve taught in a way they can comprehend. I will speak now for all the parents I know, and we will support the teacher's if they continue to fight for our children's best interest.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:28 PM It might not be pretty at first, but once we explain things (and I hope the Mandarin-speaking teachers flood the Richmond organization that voiced their concerns), they will back us. The 3 billions that the judge came to is the first I hear about. This should be stated to every newsmedia comment section in the province. Minimize pickets and flood those outlets with commenters, just like the Liberals do. Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:45 PM I am a member of the public and a single Mother of a child in the public school system. You will NOT lose one bit of my support if you vote no. I know that you are sacrificing so that my child can have a better education, and I am most grateful for it. Having said that, I also know that you are exhausted and broke. I have been dreading that you may have to settle for less than what you (we) deserve because the government succeeded in breaking you. I am not in your shoes, so cannot judge. If the vote is a yes, I understand and I am still behind you. Delete Reply Alison RocheSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:25 PM It is a crap deal. It's always a crap deal. Once you raise the stakes to striking, anything else is a cave in. The last time we walked out was the 3 day illegal strike where I threw away 1200$ and got EXACTLY the same contract I had the year before. The BCTF called it a win because they didn't rip up MORE of my contract. Ridiculous. There are a few of us that believe that working to contract, doing 100% of your teaching job and nothing more (like paying for supplies out of your own pocket or EC) is the only way teachers will survive this government. What if they get re-elected again? Then what? Teachers have lost thousands to these clowns to make "statements" about the state of public education in this province. We can't keep sacrificing ourselves and our families. And in the meantime, you talk to parents about why you have to take this crappy road. Because up until this strike they mostly didn't care about the state of education, but god forbid you didn't run a Sports Day. Then suddenly they wanted to know what the hell was going on. Keep the conversation going in schools. Attend your PAC meetings and stop enabling this govt to underfund and overwork the system. And still get paid!ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:20 AM I am very excited at the prospect of returning to my beloved job on Friday. However I will NOT continue to put my personal money into my classroom and I will be seriously reconsidering my involvement in extra curriculars. I think we shoot ourselves in the foot with all the unpaid work we so willingly volunteer to do. Delete Reply FCSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:38 PM I heard a rumour last week from a loose lipped government insider that after the 22nd, depending on the outcome of the negotiations the Liberals were going to announce a 3 step process. I was not clear if this was based on 3 steps to resolve the strike (perhaps the 3rd step is legislation??) or 3 steps to overhaul the education system, either way, they will settle it outright. I wish you all luck and all the information that you need to make a sound decision of what you feel is best.ReplyDelete Replies Lisa BurrowsSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:53 PM I have heard similar rumours. On the 23rd, the gov. was planning on introducing a $6000 per year voucher system for 3 choices: an academic or trades program, or something called EducationCanada. Not clear whether their intention was to privatize the public system, de-certify teachers and hire them back under new wage/benefits. Not clear where these rumours originated from. Maybe fear tactics to get teachers to vote yes. In any event, I plan on voting yes. I signed up to be a teacher, not a martyr. This strike has cost us a lot. We need to regain our livelihood and hopefully continue the conversation about class composition. We have at least awakened many people to the issue, and the court case is still an avenue that could eventually improve teaching and learning conditions.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:33 PM I urge all teachers to fight and say NO to this deal. Retired teacher who had to retire because horrendous work conditions. Make me proud. They will not last long if you say NO! I know this is tough, but there is money and I hear that Van City does offer loan at low to 0 %. Banks do allow you to miss a mortgage payment. Go talki to your banker.Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM Will school districts require teachers to make up missed days, as suggested in the media? Will the school calendar be changing to make up for the missed three weeks and if so will we be made aware of those changes PRIOR to the vote? ReplyDelete KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:41 PM "Wages..... We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut." And that is the cost of going on strike!!! There is nothing that can be done about that. You cannot go on strike and put up the raise you want every week to compensate for your time on strike - it doesn't work that way.ReplyDelete Replies Drew StevensonSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:59 AM I believe the missing "..." Suggests that they meant to refer to the losses against inflation since the last wage step increase. Thus this contract does not allow us to recover the buying power lost to inflation since the last non contract or "0%" year. Add those up and compare against the proposed increase and you see that by the end of the contract, we won't be able to afford the same value of goods (loaves of bread, watts of energy, litres of gas) that we could at the end of the last contracts term. It was not a comment about wages that were lost in the strike. Those are really small potatoes when compared to the grinding power of inflation over years and years. The next contract will use this latest for a bench mark so these losses to inflation will grind at all teachers for as long as they teach. A death of a thousand cuts to our ability to afford basic goods and services. Any raise less than inflation is a cut to the value placed on us and on our ability to pay our bills. Delete Reply Ed SSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:09 PM Having lost $20,000 (including summer school wages) as the single income for a family of five is far too much; I will be voting YES to the deal, unless the independently wealthy teachers out there who wish to continue the strike will pay my bills and mortgage for me.ReplyDelete Replies Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:14 PM I feel ya. Yes for meDelete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:18 AM Ed S. With all due respect (and I mean that), how did you lose $20,000 in the strike? Teachers were out 2 weeks (all out) before they were supposed to be in June, and now 3 weeks for the start of school? It is my understanding that teachers don't get paid through the summer months. Please correct me if I'm wrong, wherever I'm wrong. Shouldn't you have been financially alright for the summer months at least? Also all teachers knew this strike had a possibility of extending into the new school year but no one teacher budgeted for this possibility? I'm truly just trying to get a clear picture of where this all stems. NO disrespect intended.Delete BlairSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:12 AM Kelly, not Ed but if you look at the numbers there was the 10% lockout haircut in May/June plus the loss of most of June and the loss of much of September. In our 1 teacher (1 non) household we calculated a $9 K - $10 K loss so far. If you add summer school earnings you can easily make the loss in the $20 k zone. As for budgeting, we budget for the summer, but did not expect the 10% haircut, nor the loss of June/Sept days which completely messed our budgeting calculations. A very good friend (single teaching mother) was crushed by the loss of the June income and is without a penny today.Delete Mr. SmoothSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:35 PM The only one who didn't get a haircut was Jim Iker... and he needs one more than anyone else. What's with that over-coiffed 70"s mullet Jim? Does wonders for the BCTF brand image!Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:55 PM Jim's hair is not open for discussion in a respectful space like this. As for his salary, he is a teacher who does not get paid when we are on strike.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:04 PM Totally agree!Delete Reply Mr. GSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:24 PM If I thought they could do any better I would agree with voting NO, but you have to be realistic. The BCTF does not use professionals to bargain and always ends up with much less than they promise the membership when asking for a strike vote. While this is not a great deal for teachers, I really think you're fooling yourself if you think it'll get any better.ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:02 AM BCTF needs to be replaced with younger more adept representatives and advocates. Also, we should be hiring professional contract negotiators - you don't go into battle with cut throat corporate types with a wooden knife. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:37 PM This is BAD deal! Say NO to it and show those (expletives) that we will not take it anymore! Come on! Show them that teachers have a spine! They will respect us, oddly!Delete Reply retaSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:51 PM I agree with Richard. Those in the public that are uniformed would be furious, and there are many teachers who just can't afford to use their wages as their voice any longer - too much has already been donated to the government. In my opinion, the deal is pretty lame. I am sitting on the fence.ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:24 AM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:26 AM So true!!! I cannot afford to fight this battle for public education any longer. Why is this my personal and professional obligation??? However I think this deal is weak weak weak. I also think its the best we are going to get. Ideologically I'm on the fence but my wallet will vote YES.Delete Reply SirThinksToo MuchSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:54 PM My wife and I will be voting "Yes" on Thursday for it is the middle path. The easy path would have been for us to go back to school with E-80 & E-81 over our heads. The difficult path would be for us to vote "No" and put our mortgage at risk and having to continue asking retired parents for handouts to feed a family with three kids. The middle path is the wisest choice for us considering the current political climate in which those who do not teach are the quickest to judge it harshly.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:41 PM I understand that this is really tough for you! I almost died teaching a few month ago. I had to quit. Please consider holding on and say no. Remember the short loss in salary will be offset in the LONG-RUn by better salary increase. This is a joke! They will be laughing at you even more if we accept this. This is a very bad deal! However, I do respect your position!Delete Reply DaleSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:16 AM Why would classroom conditions be better on October 9th after being legislated back? We have been outplayed because of our stubborn refusal to outdated, tired old tactics. It is because of these actions that have led us to this terrible deal. Time to reset, regroup and stock up for the long haul. Can't do it if half the members commit hara kiri on themselves. We are a union of professionals not a cult. ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:49 AM Could not agree more.Delete schreck!September 17, 2014 at 9:44 AM Could you please advise which tactics you believe could have been used to secure a superior deal?Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:47 AM Full disclosure: I'm a BC Liberal supporter. The only people who would benefit from a NO vote are the BC Liberals. Teachers would be bargaining with no leverage whatsoever and would be viewed by a large segment of the population as unreasonable. The BC Liberals then get portray themselves as the only party capable of dealing with the BCTF. schreck! says that the BCTF has the government on the ropes, but he couldn't be farther from the truth. The government wants people to view the BCTF as their primary opponent. Disputes like this just shore up the BC Liberal base and protect its right flank. Any half-baked recall campaign will only reinforce that. It's true teachers aren't going to recoup the lost wages from the strike. I would suggest to you that that means this job action was probably not in teachers' interests, especially without any sort of appreciable strike fund. This is the best deal teachers were ever going to get with this government and people should have been able to recognize that in June. If you want my advice (which you probably don't), it would be to spend the next 5 years building up a strike fund, electing better leaders, and hiring a professional negotiating team. Don't bring a knife to a gunfight and expect things to go well. Focus on getting the best deal you can from whoever the government is rather than trying to change the government, the HST, Kinder Morgan or a thousand different issues that distract from education and erode the union's finances further. You'd be doing yourself a favour, and probably doing the NDP a favour at the same time. Also, if schreck! is David Schreck, you can thank his opposition to STV for the last two BC Liberal majorities. I know I do.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:11 PM One step would be to stop making political contributions to the NDP. This only contributes to the childish animosity and lack of trust that has constantly characterized negotiations. How else can the Socreds/Liberals view teachers except as enemies when they so publicly support their opponents. This stupid confrontational immature approach has to STOP!!!!! Education should not be a political fight when it is so obviously a valuable benefit to our society. It was an NDP government that legislated teachers back to work in 1993. Stop making education a political fight.Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:10 PM I don't think they have to go that far. CUPE and the Nurses still contribute to the NDP yet they don't have the same acrimonious relationship. CUPE and the Nurses just make their members their priority, and broader advocacy second.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:55 PM Ryan (possibly a Liberal paid commenter), with all due respect, I disagree with you. The cumulative increase in lieu of this will be better. Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can. I say to Iker, ask for 6% over 3 years because these people love to play the 15% over 15 year game to make it so big on the surface. Some people think that this is 15% every year. Believe me! I have seen it in comment sections. Others believe that the 15% is too high not understanding that they must divide things over the duration of the contract. It is time that we play it smarter. It is time to put the foot down and ask for money given to us by other unions, if it is needed. Banks can accept one late mortgage payment. It would be suicidal for them to not help. Imagine the possible damage if that ever leaks out. They could lose a lot in teacher money. I for one would pull my money out of a bank in support! Teachers are going to show this government that we have a spine! Enough is enough! Aren't you tired of being treated like kids? (Retired teacher who almost died in a car accident because of work conditions that were horrendous. I had to quit.)Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 AM Not paid by the BC Liberals. I pay them actually... :/ I imagine astroturfers of any affiliation wouldn't disclose their bias. "Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can." How did that work in May 2013? If the teachers reject a contract that their own union endorsed, it will make teachers seem unreasonable. Whether that perception is true or fair is irrelevant. It's what will happen, and teachers will be weaker as a result. Take my advice. Build up a strike fund and focus on the internal governance of the BCTF for the next 6 years. You'll be better off for it. Or not. I don't mind you or others making it easier for the party I support to get elected. I'd just rather not see kids and teachers hurt in the process.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:37 AM Ah! The "don't-hurt-kids" card, hey, when you have underfunded education for 12 years! WOW! That takes the cake! Are your trolling? Oh! You are serious? :) Would you be surprised if I don't follow your advice, considering your lack of logic? Would you be surprised if others don't follow your advice? It is ttue that bullies like you and your ilks love to show who is the boss, who is the teacher now! I suspect that is at the root of the problem! No one wants to fail in school! No one wants to get the strap! Sad that today's teachers don't like it too! But, who cares, we are ... teachers! We deserve it! BAH! BAH! BAH!Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:22 PM That's fine. I look forward to another 16 years of BC Liberal government.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:41 PM 16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate! Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan! Sociopaths do that!Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 9:35 AM "16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate!" 16 years of our opponents still don't understand why they lost. Like I said, that's fine with me. If I said the Liberals would be in power for at least another 13 years back in 2004 you probably would have laughed too. Heck, if I told you on May 13 last year that the BC Liberals would be reelected on May 14 you'd probably have laughed too. And you were wrong. Why is that? Answer that question if you want the NDP to win the next election. Without a correct answer to it, the NDP's cause is hopeless. "Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan!" You feel they are flawed, and that's fine. I don't go around calling people who disagree with me sociopaths, nor do I accuse them of being paid shills. But I also don't feel much need to address your ad hominems. There are logical arguments to support your position, but argumentum ad hominem is not one of them. It's a textbook logical fallacy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 1:15 PM Ah! Now I get it! It is all ego-based! You think because you voted the winning party that you are a winner and we are losers! You think because you predicted that the Liberals would win, you are winner. That does not make YOU a winner or the Liberals! It is called DEMOGRAPHICS, you expletives. The baby boomers are getting old and because they have more assets and won't make a whole lot more for too long, they need to vote a govn't who is going to do just that! It is not rocket science! WOW! You think you are so superior when your party stole an election with 47% of the popular vote. That's not a majority and your party should not have been elected. BTW, did you delete from your ethical memory the words Ethnic voting scandal? The field is slanted and you know it. However, you are so willing to minimize, forget the scams and bad fairplay tactics like a sociopath is allowed to minimize or ignore his or victims emotions that you don't see that you are the loser, we are the victim of your constant bullying. 1% wage increases after years of 0% increases and you can justify that when Yahoo reports that the average Canadian can hope to get 2.5% this and next year: https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html You Liberals behave like fascists, but we can't call you that because that's not allowed! Well! Guess what? It is and you are. Live with it! You keep on dreaming you are a genius! :) I am retired, getting soon a nice pension, and laughing at you from a beach somewhere! AHAHA! Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 2:14 PM What's with the name calling Peter? For someone claiming to be retired you really don't show the wisdom of age. For someone who talks about logic, you use logical fallacies like ad hominems a lot too. It's a fair point that the BC Liberals didn't get a majority of the vote (and I'm a very big supporter of electoral reform). The BC Liberals + Conservatives did though, and I don't think it's realistic to expect the BC Conservatives to have been more generous had they been part of government. Last time I checked I just voted. I didn't "victimize" anyone. Perhaps your rage is misplaced. If you think the election was "stolen" I'm afraid I have to question your grasp on reality though. "Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?" I'm glad you'll have a pleasant retirement Peter. I have no ill will towards you. I'm not sure why you think I do. I'm not saying people were *right* to vote BC Liberal. That's a matter of opinion. All I'm saying is people *did* vote BC Liberal. More voted BC Liberal than BC NDP for the last 5 elections in a row actually. You need to understand why that happened in order to change it for the next election. Clearly you're not interested in that though. Which is fair enough. Just remember next time you're upset about something the BC Liberals do that your lack of interest is part of why the BC Liberals get elected at all.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 3:23 PM I love your culture --or the lack of thereof! Guess what, stop thinking averybody is white and must follow your little rules. Namecalling? Sociopath? Whaaaat? And, what if you are? Still can't call you that? :) You fascist right-wingers are big on censorship! I just don't like you giving us lessons on how to get the NDP in. As stated, people are voting right of the NDP because it is a matter of demographics and a little ethnic vote buying on the side. The rest is mumbo jombo. Yes, of course, they will have to go on strike in the future and yes they will have to build a strike fund. The Liberals stole that from the BCTF too! And, you wonder why I don't have any respect for them? Yes, electoral reform is needed! We agree!Delete Reply JJ GeorgeSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:46 AM As a parent, I support the teachers and respect whether they choose to vote yes or no. However I noticed a discrepancy here from other information I've read regarding prep time for elementary teachers. Here it states minimal improvement to prep time - only 10 minutes per week being added. Elsewhere I read that it is 100 minutes per week for prep, increasing by an additional 10 minutes in the final year. That is a significant difference, and worth noting. Or have I completely misunderstood?ReplyDelete Replies Anne-MarieSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:59 AM Elementary teachers currently have 90 minutes of preparation time per week so an increase to 100 minutes per week is only gaining 10 minutes. In other provinces and some private schools they have as much as 45 minutes of prep time per day.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:56 PM Thank you for inquiring!Delete DW ZSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:57 PM You're right JJ George. There is a significant difference around the province regarding preparation times. In my district elementary teachers currently get 100 minutes of prep time. This new proposal is useless to me. I'll have to wait 6 years to gain an extra 10 minutes. Delete Reply UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:11 AM Almost nobody gets cost of living adjustments. Also inflation is NOT 2%. Do some research and look at the CPI for BC over the last 24 months. The average over the last 2 years is 0.7%, not 2%. The CPI changes every month so you cant just look at the highest month and declare that THE inflation rate. Check out the 12 month averages document for the actual numbers. http://www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/StatisticsBySubject/Economy/ConsumerPriceIndex.aspx All that being said I support the teachers. if you think this is a bad deal as a parent my dream would be for the teachers to vote no but continue bargaining because I do think the kids need to be in school and I do fear that the teachers will lose all support if the strike continues. All I ask as a parent is that you do your own research and try not to be swayed by all the opinions. ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:01 AM Inflation for August was 2.1% (http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/economy/cpi-report-expected-to-reveal-rise-in-canadas-core-inflation-rate/article20593943/). The CPI is a year-over-year calculation.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:43 AM Inflation should be looked at as a yearly average, not an individual month.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:34 PM The lawyers do not believe we have compromised our court deal. Our leadership would not have sold us out. We dodged a bullet. The Premier had something loaded even if we are not sure what it was. The idea that we could simply return to work is not guaranteed. I think a no vote could easily lead to the Liberals locking us out again because the Premier wants to crush us and she will use any excuse. She did not want to take the advice of her people and do this deal. I am certain a plan for drastic action (where we have to take the concessions they had planned) or worse - was in place. We can't guarantee the press will do any better job explaining the complexities should we say no. They rarely sided with us in markets outside of Vancouver where people are more political and they often misled or allowed others to mislead. They are not helping and would sensationalize. This would see dissolution of support very quickly - especially if we asked for wages. (Though admittedly it angers me that we can't ask for wages without being accused of being greedy when that is what most bargaining units do). But we have argued this is about kids and while this is not ideal - it is better to have teachers than not. The deal does suck in that it does not bring us to par - but this fight needs to be won with a strategy that is political and capacity will do that in another round. We have some support - but it is limited to the choir. We need to have the pews too. We need to build that capacity while working and continue to find allies because the fight is bigger than most people want to consider. This is about ideology and about privatization. Education always was political but never more so than now and we have to fight this party or the conservatives who would do the same or worse. No teacher who is responsible can ignore the politics any longer. That is simply the truth. If you work in the system you better get informed and you better be prepared to fight until retirement for the system. That said, I want to ask the same question others are asking: Why is this the job of 42,000 teachers and not the job of all citizens who want equality to fight for this right? It is time (while the conversation is still on-going and up to and including election night) for us to guide the public where we can but mainly play our part by not propping the system up. Make poverty known. Make noise about shortfalls, ask questions (in the media or in board offices ) about who is going to fix it instead of paying ourselves, volunteer some but wait for the pubic to step up so they see what schools lack. I hate the deal too. But I trust Vince Ready and Iker and I don't think we could have done better right now. I think we dodged a bullet because I have read everything this government has put out and followed the trail. They plan to privatize and they are just looking for the route. Voting YES for now does not mean we are giving up. It does not mean a win in the way we wanted but we have won a battle that will lead to us winning the war. If we don't rest up and stock up we might not get there.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:57 PM Well, if it is bigger than just this battle, then we will need ALL the unions to strike if they do indeed use drastic (draconian) measures. I say it is time for ALL of the unions to call a general strike. I guarantee that they will not like that one bit. What will they do then? Call the army? :) People in Europe, at the end of the 19th century stood up in mines. General strikes do occur in Europe and have. If you think you had it tough, think of them who stood tall for US in tougher times and conditions. Make sacrifices. Sell furniture. Tutor on the side. Ask for the BCTF money. Ask your banker to help. As friends and relatives. If we say NO, it won't last long. If they legislate us back, let's call a general province-wide strike of all unions. Delete Reply Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:47 AM Between CC's smug smile as she celebrates slaughtered teachers and Jim Iker's goofy grin - seemingly unaware that he has been a willing puppet, I am thoroughly disgusted. Over the next 5 years, teachers will be in an increasingly bad situation financially, classrooms will continue to be too large and complex with increasing medical, social and environmental issues impacting academic delivery. It could not be less obvious that things will continue to worsen. The Liberals have ensured that BC is rapidly becoming the Canadian Monaco for rich off shore interests and wealthy corporations. Soon the underpaid "workers" will have to be bussed in daily to Vancouver - Asian style. The only recourse is to move to just about any other province and bring in up to $100,000 more over the six years with much less cost of living. So we are bailing, encouraged by friends who have gotten positions in Manitoba and Alberta. My colleagues and I discovered through contacting several school boards across Canada that specialist (special needs and behavioural) and secondary science teachers are in particular demand. I want to work in a professional, respectful environment where the needs of all children are considered a priority and where I feel inspired to do my best. However, I want my vote to reflect the wishes of teachers who will be here over the next 6 (5) years, so very much appreciate your blog and opportunity to read the comments.ReplyDelete Bert SlaterSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:11 AM To vote YES will throw away 12 years of effort, and 2 victories in BC Supreme Court. To vote YES will be to snatch defeat from the jaws of victory. If you vote YES what bargaining power do you think you will have - the government will do nothing, and then what do you think you will do - take job action? PLEASE VOTE NO.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:59 PM Time to show you have a spine!Delete Reply RodSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:06 AM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Cool HandSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 AM Wouldn't a 'No' vote be a vote of no confidence in the BCTF itself?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:02 AM Not at all. It is just a message to the leadership we need to do better. The strength of the union is the members, and we support the leadership by giving them direction through democratic means.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:40 PM I disagree. How else can a recommendation by the EC to vote yes be interpreted? Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:00 PM I am sure people will interpret this both ways, but it is a vote. If it is supposed to be a "Yes", because it might be interpreted one way, then why bother having a vote?Delete Kate TSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:07 AM Yes , it would be. I don't think we could come out much better than this with this government. How will a No obtain that? Christy will be happy, she can declare the BCTF gone and roll out her plan to privatize. Delete Reply David DeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:06 AM A no vote would be a rejection of a the court victories defied by the government and an inadequate deal containing some vague promises that won't meet the needs of teachers or students on class size and other important issues.In Ontario elementary teachers get 200 minutes of prep time per 5 day cycle. I know there is financial hardship, but the union has received close to $2 million in donations from other unions; is there no way of accessing hardship funds? At minimum, vote no and return to work on work to rule with various strike options.ReplyDelete Erica JonesSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:25 AM This article actually makes me so mad. It is NOT better for the kids that they have missed almost all of june and all of september. This is what you signed up for in BC as a teacher. Get on board or GET OUT.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:20 PM Is this really what teachers signed up for? At my high school, each class has about 30 kids, with an average of 17 kids per classroom with an identified learning disability. Our district says that there should be no more than 4 kids per classroom.. How do you expect non-specialist teachers to help each student when over half of them require more resources because of a learning disability? Furthermore, are you generalizing the "better-ness" to all the kids in BC? Because I don't think that it would be better if kids went back considering the learning environment isn't up to par. There are barely any Education Assistants, and support teachers for the multitude of children who need them. While I recognize and appreciate your enthusiasm for education, please realize that the public school system isn't a daycare. Also, please think about your words and the learning environment prior to speaking out. By the way, we're not an autocracy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:08 PM I can understand your frustration! Understand mine! I almost died at 7:30 pm one night returning from teaching a FI split class with several students who did not get enough support or no support at all. The principal expressed to me that he expected me to teach 2 different social studies programs and 2 different science programs. ANYONE I talked to knows that this is impossible to do, especially in French Immersion when kids get no support at home and books are often too hard for students to read. I had to quit my job. I did it for me and did it for the kids. I was like a surgeon who is asked to operate on 5 patients with an old scalpel with 2 inexperienced nurses. Predictably, 4 patients would die and I would be reprimanded! Teachers are put in terrible conditions and kids too. I hope you have the openmind to consider the reality of this honest personal anecdote. I also wish you to understand that this is likely not an isolated incident. What will it take? A kid to commit suicide because he or she is not getitng enough support?Delete Reply hilarySeptember 17, 2014 at 10:29 AM It is incorrect to equate lost funding with what the teachers would have received in grievances. The two are not equivalent. The starting position of the BCTF was $225M, so they never expected $3B to resolve grievances. I'm also interested to know where you get your figures on overcrowded classrooms. A recent Globe and Mail article says that classrooms are, on average, smaller than the caps set in 2002.ReplyDelete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:36 AM The signing bonus should be roughly $2500 each: 105 million divided by 41 thousand.ReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:53 AM It is not that simple. The $105 million is to be allocated by the union. The term "signing bonus" has been crossed off on the signed document. Some of that money may be used to pay union debts. Don't know this but clarification would be useful.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:16 PM Just quoting from the CBC news website, "And finally there are details of $105-million fund to settle grievances stemming from the ongoing court case. The BCTF says that money will be given out as a signing bonus, with specific amount yet to be determined."Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:34 AM I think it would be smart to put at least part of it into your strike fund.Delete Reply WheelsSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:55 AM If the money is used as a signing bonus, it should be based on FTEReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:12 PM Yes I am sure it will be based on FTE. The question is how much of the $105 Million is actually distributed. This is up to the union, and I am told that it is yet to be decided.Delete GuruSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:44 PM And don't forget all the retired teachers who are entitled to a share of it.Delete Reply Geoff OrmeSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:18 PM In another discussion of this someone suggested that under BC Labour Law a no vote means rejection of the proposed deal, and that means the strike continues until either: - the union in question elects to stand down - another tentative deal is presented or - the government imposes a legislated contract. I think the last of these is the most likely, and I believe the legislated contract would be draconian and brutal. What do you think, Tara? Also, I would appreciate your thoughts on Sandy Garossino's comments at https://storify.com/Garossino/should-teachers-accept-the-contractReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:14 PM If this is so, in a few month (likely a couple of years), teachers will win so much more with a Supreme Court judgment! It is possible that the Liberals know that the higher courts are stacked by Liberal judges (that is what happen when judges are chosen, not elected). In any case, a negative settlement (or not a great judgment) will galvinize the public to reform the way the Supreme court judges are being chosen. I doubt that any govn't will want that to happen. A legislated contract will make the LIbs look like sociopaths and dictators.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:47 PM Peter I think you are expecting far too much from the public, many of whom are only paying attention to this matter due to kids being home from school. The public are not remotely this savvy on the political process.Delete Reply IslanderSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:09 PM I am a continuing education teacher. We have it even worse and we are not listened to enough about our poor conditions. Those include no prep time (and we do have to mark and do report cards many times a year sometimes and commonly for 30 students in a class), travelling to different schools with no compensation, and having next to no breaks in between 3 hour classes. I worked for two years with no lunch break and taught 6 hours straight (just 15 min. breaks) to be told, "don't complain since there are others who will do it". We then got 15 min. breaks in between classes. Most of our students are wealthy immigrants, many who try to stay in classes as long as possible since the classes are free. After spending a year in Germany, I realize how better organized it is where the immigrants pay to learn the language on a sliding scale, and have to pay for a student book as well for each class. We do not even have text books, but photocopy so much at tax payers' expense. This is not right. I then teach summer school since we were not on a 12 month continual salary and most of those students are also immigrants (at least 75%). This is also free and it is becoming so common and the new immigrants know this is free babysitting and tutoring. I think one main problem is that we have so many new immigrants in our classes who need ESL like this article states about our inclusion style of education nowadays: http://www.vancouversun.com/life/Shelley+Fralic+trouble+with+schools/10203596/story.html I am honored to be teaching and like my job, but it does get exhausting especially since I need two or three jobs to pay the mortgage that I now no longer have.. back to renting since it all I can afford in this city that has become so expensive. And many don't realize that it is very very difficult to get to full time work as a teacher here. There was a formula that made it take about 10 years to get to f/t (now finally changed). I have been without pay for 3 months, and now had to finally rent a place in anticipation of returning to work, so I have to vote "yes", but please keep the comments coming for what alternatives we have. Maybe we have to just educate the public in a better way than picketing; maybe get out and walk around malls and talk to people and hand out pamphlets on how this liberal government is hurting this. Most Asians (probably just the new who are from such a different system) are already against the teachers since they do not seem to understand what is going on. http://www.vancouversun.com/Business/asia-pacific/Chuck+Chiang+Many+Asian+families+place+blame/10202757/story.htmlReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:17 PM First of all, myn thoughts are with you! I think your ideas about using different strategies is smart. Picketing is not a very good strategy to let people know about things. I think using the membership to flood media comment sections would be more effective. Going to talk to the public might be a good idea along with this, I think. Phone the BCTF and ask for support.Delete Reply Marsha HolleySeptember 17, 2014 at 1:36 PM A teachers wife Vote no you have come to far to back down. It is a -----Y DEAL. ReplyDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:45 PM Ask yourself WHY teachers cannot get 1/2 of the average increase in salary of the private sector? (The Libs will tell you because there are sooooooo many teachers, but I also hear that there are provinces where there is a need for teachers!) TORONTO - A new study says that Canadians, on average, can expect about the same size salary increase next year as in 2014. Human resources consultants Pal Benefits says a survey of 401 organizations, mainly in Ontario, Alberta and British Columbia, projected salary increase for 2015 at an average of 2.79 per cent. That was almost unchanged from the 2.74 per cent average increase projected in last year's survey. Meanwhile, in addition to the average salary increase remaining relatively steady year over year, the survey found that the percentage of employers who plan to freeze salaries appears to have stabilized at eight per cent —in the same percentages as was projected in 2014. Breaking down the numbers further, the survey found the average salary increase anticipated in the engineering, financial services and high technology sectors was three per cent. That compared with an average of 2.5 per cent on the low end for organizations in durable manufacturing. https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.htmlReplyDelete "Mama Rose"September 17, 2014 at 9:12 PM I used to agree with you, Tara, and appreciate you bringing these items to your blog to get us all thinking. But after a very long night and day of research and discussion, I realize I will be voting yes tomorrow. Here is why: I don't care about salary or benefit increases. That is not why I went on strike. I don't care if this tentative deal is not good for teachers. That's not why I went on strike either. For me, the single most important issue is class size and composition. I want to work in a classroom where I have enough time and resources available to me to adequately help all the students I teach. And while it is true that this tentative deal will not change anything in the classrooms right now (or at least most of our classrooms), I realized that we couldn't actually make changes in that area because the issues of cs and c is before the courts. When I made that connection and realized that this round of bargaining was really about a "good enough" agreement regarding wages, then the deal seems, well... good enough. BUT, the best part, is the language the BCTF legal team made around the furture court decision (the re-opener). They have it in writing that if we win the court case (which is likely) and when we have to start bargaining class size and comp again (that is exactly what Justice Susan Griffin said we would have to do) we will be STARTING from the 2002 levels. To make this simple to understand, I explained it to my friends using a number line. With this new language, the BCTF starts the next round of bargaining at say a 50. The government will want us to go to 10 or 15, and we'll compromise and end up maybe 25. But WITHOUT that language, we would have started bargaining at a 10 and only gone down from there. So I do believe it is the best deal possible, it still factors in the biggest issue (from my perspective), we do not lose the important gains of the past, and most importantly, everyone gets to go back to school.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 PM Mam Rose, I appreciate your point of view and your courage. However, let me point out to you and the readers that a decision at the BC supreme court might not turn out the way teachers anticipate. We all know that judges are appointed and who does the appointing? "All justices of the BCSC (including the position of Chief Justice and Associate Chief Justice) are appointed by the federal cabinet, on recommendation of the Minister of Justice. Masters are appointed by the provincial cabinet, on recommendation of the Attorney General in consultation with the Chief Justice." (Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Supreme_Court_of_British_Columbia) Now, I would like to think that all of those people are objective, but they are appointed and we know that there are political appointments. They have a lot of discretion over the laws and judgments. I am willing to bet that the BC Liberals do know this and are betitng the farm (or do they know something we don't know) that the Supreme Courts are stacked against teachers? So, I am not sure if we can count on a WIN if we proceed with the court ruling. I think we would be better to negotiate and negotiate a better deal.Delete Reply retaSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:57 AM Yes...no...yes...no...The last two days have been this. I’ve read so many articles and comments over the past few months and, I can say, I have learned a lot. I know this is not a great deal for teachers right now. I will be voting yes. This is why… 1. The children. Without going into the multiple issues (e.g., grad, post secondary, trades, sports, global education/trips, planned activities, those with varying degrees of special needs, those that need a soft place to land, etc., etc.) the children need to get on with their education. 2. The parents. For many parents, this strike is a financial burden. We do not like to be called baby sitters, but for many living below the poverty line, school is a financial relief. Winter is coming; gas bills will be expensive. 3. Poverty. Remember, BC has the highest child poverty rate in Canada. Schools feed and clothe numerous children. 4. The other systems educators work collaboratively with. MFCD, CYMH, foster parents, group homes, and the multitude of non-profit agencies that support vulnerable children and families are bursting at the seams. We are a part of that team. 5. CUPE. While some have been paid during this strike, that money is coming from districts. It was not provided by the government. And, CUPE is a partner in education - from the bus drivers to the tech dept to custodians to secretaries to EAs and so on. 6. Small Businesses. In our little towns, the school district is the number one employer. There is a direct cause-effect relationship between loss of wage and loss of business. 7. Money. The amount of money that is needed to reverse the erosion of the public education system over numerous years cannot be recouped in one sitting. This agreement is a start. It’s not much but the stage has been set. 8. THE COURT CASE. That is why we were on strike. All the other stuff could have been resolved months ago, but our government was working hard to make the court case go away. Well, it still exists. I consider that the victory. We live to fight another day (as rhetorical as that sounds) AND I hope people actually read the ruling and think critically about how a loss could impact the future of the Charter of Rights, and the power of government to contravene those rights. I am guessing we will vote to ratify as so many fear “what’s next?” from this government. It’s nasty business, and I think legislation would be next. VALUING PUBLIC EDUCATION needs to come from a STRONG, CONSISTENT public voice. If we do ratify the agreement, and those in the profession and public think we've given up, we have not. We’ve been fighting for years. We just haven’t been heard… until now. ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:21 AM I understand your point of view, but sometimes you have to fight to get what you want. This is a VERY bad deal, considering: Other people get on average 2.5% salary increases last year and this year and the next and the rest of us get 1% and must feel happy if we do.? (https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html) THIS DEAL is a horrendously BAD deal for kids/parents as well, of course. We are going to continue to be humiliated and be the laughing stock of many people of this province. After a decade of paycuts, WOW, this is what they are willing to offer! WOW! WOW! WOW!Delete Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:30 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Reply Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:37 PM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:08 PM Let's cross our fingers! I think we need a general strike by all unions if CC legislates teachers back. It is time to put the foot down and tell her and the Liberals that, as in the movie Network,"I am mad as hell and I won't take it anymore!"Delete Reply Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 8:26 PM Needs help on some stats for an online debate Looking for the last 10 or 15 years of contractual salary increases in %. So, 1% for 2001, 0% for 2002,...ReplyDelete Children FirstSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:00 PM Well it's all done now. Really hope the teacher's can find another angle to deal with class size and composition as well as student funding. The government will make sure the coming court case never swings your way no matter what. 2nd most expensive place to live in the the world!!! Wonder why and where the money goes??? ReplyDelete AnonSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 PM I'm an outsider, but have followed closely this whole fiasco and this is a RAW deal. Your union hung you out to dry on this one - taking a really bad deal (clearly no one from the BCTF had rudimentary math skills in their toolbox) and then publicly encouraging to the media that teachers accept the deal....what choice did you have - a no vote would have outraged the public. I could go on and on, but the bottom line, in my opinion, is that your union better get some stronger leaders who are PR and technology savvy. Out with Iker and the rest of those who bargained on your behalf - they just got ......well , we know that happened. Whew, can't even believe how screwed you got, absolutely amazing - nothing meaningful gained in the big picture and only very minor gains for a small group of people, bigger losses for the majority.. Wow - I better stop now. Best of luck. Thanks for all you do for our children. ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ▼  September (9) Reflections on the BC Teacher Strike BC Teacher strike - Lessons learned Response to Sandy Garossino Will the Education Fund improve classroom conditio... Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Class composition: a human rights perspective Class size and composition - a short visual histor... Guest post - I WILL HOLD THE LINE Teachers - let your leadership know it is time to ... ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media last tweet "" @ - 12:00am Follow @ last post "" facebook/ - Jan 1st Like Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=14246&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 20, Number 2, October 2007 Healthy Buddies program may get chopped One of the most successful and highly lauded education projects in BC and possibly in Canada, may die on the vine because of lack of government interest and funding. It’s the Healthy Buddies project that gets older elementary students (Grades 4–7) to "buddy-teach" the younger children about healthy living. It has received high marks, especially from those desperate to deal with the growing childhood obesity crisis. According to The Vancouver Sun, it has been endorsed by several prestigious institutions—UNESCO, the World Health Organization, and the American Academy of Pediatrics journal. The project, which blends three themes--nutrition, physical fitness, and positive body images started out as a pilot project with collaboration between Sechelt Elementary School and Children’s Hospital. It has expanded to 45 schools in the past two years. But, despite a study funded by Sick Kids Foundation of Toronto, showing a lower BMI (Body Mass Index—a measure for obesity) and lower blood pressure in participants, the Campbell government is apparently set to abandon the project just as it takes off in Ontario and Quebec.)
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(20141007,play.google.com,https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.huffingtonpost.android&hl=ca,Huffington Post - Aplicacions d'Android a Google Play Cerca Imatges Maps YouTube Gmail Drive Calendar Traductor Més Mòbils Llibres Wallet Blogger Fotos Encara més » Account Options Entra Aplicacions Les meves aplicacions Botiga Jocs Selecció dels editors Pel·lícules i televisió Les meves pel·lícules i la meva televisió Botiga Pel·lícules Televisió Estudis Xarxes Música La meva música Botiga Llibres Els meus llibres Botiga Llibres de text Quiosc El meu quiosc Botiga Dispositius Botiga Botiga La meva activitat de Play La meva llista de desitjos Bescanvia Compra una targeta regal Compra crèdit de Google Play Categories Biblioteques i demos Còmics Compres Comunicació Educació Eines Entreteniment Esports Estil de vida Finances Fons animats Fotografia Llibres i obres de consulta Medicina Multimèdia i vídeo Música i àudio Negocis Notícies i revistes Personalització Productivitat Salut i benestar Social Temps Transport Viatges i info local Widgets Jocs Acció Arcade Aventura Cartes Casino Cultura general Curses De gran públic Educatius Esports Estratègia Familiar Jocs de rol Jocs de taula Música Paraules Puzle Simulació Inici Top èxits Novetats Les meves comandes Configuració Gestor de dispositius Android Huffington Post HuffingtonPost.com - 1 octubre de 2014 Notícies i revistes 1 Instal·la Afegeix a la llista de desitjos S'està afegint... S'ha afegit a la llista de desitjos Suprimeix S'està suprimint... S'està carregant la compatibilitat del dispositiu... (20.440) Vols fer servir Traductor de Google per traduir la descripció a: català? Recupera la descripció en l'idioma original: anglès. Tradueix Descripció Featuring real-time updates from HuffPost's Pulitzer-prize winning newsroom, the app lets your voice be heard by commenting on articles, and sharing your favorite stories and opinion pieces with friends, family, and coworkers in your social networks. The new "universal" version of the app supports multiple devices -- including phones, and 7-inch and 10-inch tablets, both with grid and list layouts -- and also offers a unique "night mode" feature. You can also download stories for offline reading – no connections needed. And it’s global – our app connects you with the best from our international editions, including the UK, Canada, France, Germany, Spain, Italy, Japan, Brazil, and South Korea. Amb les actualitzacions en temps real de premi Pulitzer de HuffPost redacció guanyadora, l'aplicació permet que la seva veu sigui escoltada per comentar articles i compartint les seves històries preferides i articles d'opinió amb amics, familiars i companys de treball a les seves xarxes socials. La nova versió de "universal" de l'aplicació és compatible amb múltiples dispositius - incloent telèfons i tauletes de 7 polzades i 10 polzades, tots dos amb dissenys de la reixeta i de la llista - i també ofereix una característica única "mode nocturn". També podeu descarregar històries per llegir sense connexió - no hi ha connexions necessàries. I és mundial - nostra aplicació et connecta amb el millor de les nostres edicions internacionals, entre ells el Regne Unit, Canadà, França, Alemanya, Espanya, Itàlia, Japó, Brasil i Corea del Sud. Més informació Per publicar un comentari, has d'instal·lar aquesta aplicació. Ara pots fer servir Google+ per publicar els teus comentaris a Google Play. Així podràs veure les opinions de les persones que t'interessen amb més facilitat. Els comentaris nous s'enllaçaran públicament al teu perfil de Google+. El teu nom apareixerà com "un usuari de Google" als comentaris anteriors. Registra't a Google+ Ara pots fer servir Google+ per publicar els teus comentaris a Google Play. Així podràs veure les opinions de les persones que t'interessen amb més facilitat. Els comentaris nous s'enllaçaran públicament al teu perfil de Google+. El teu nom apareixerà com "un usuari de Google" als comentaris anteriors. Continua Escriu un comentari Envia el comentari El meu comentari Comentari de Comentaris Utilitat El més nou Valoració Utilitat Escriu un comentari 3,8 20.440 en total 5 8.981 4 5.246 3 2.167 2 1.278 1 2.734 Carol Podio Correcte Correcte, tot al seu lloc. Comentaris d'usuaris Carol Podio 23 setembre de 2013 Correcte Correcte, tot al seu lloc. Opinió completa Novetats Expanded Notifications Més informació Informació addicional Actualitzada 1 octubre de 2014 Mida Varia segons el dispositiu Instal·lacions 1.000.000 - 5.000.000 Versió actual Varia segons el dispositiu Requereix Android Varia segons el dispositiu Classificació del contingut Nivell de maduresa mitjà Permisos Mostra els detalls Informe Marca com a inadequat Oferta per HuffingtonPost.com Desenvolupador Visita el lloc web Envia un correu electrònic a android@huffingtonpost.com Política de privadesa Similars BBC News BBC Worldwide (Ltd) 1 Gratuït Get the latest world and regional news from the BBC’s global network of more than 2000 journalists. From breaking news, to business, entertainment, technology, the arts and sport, all divided into clear sections, this free app lets you watch video reports, listen to live radio and read the latest updates wherever you are. Key features:  • All the latest news as it happens  • Watch or listen to the latest news headlines  • Opt in for breaking news push notifications  • Download the latest stories when you have a signal and then read them offline at your leisure  • Share stories to a range of social networks, or email/SMS to a friend  • Personalise the home screen by adding, removing and re-ordering news categories to suit your preferences  • Listen live to BBC World Service radio  • Home screen widgets to keep you up to date  • Settings to allow the app to automatically update in the background  • Set text size to suit your preferences  • Ability to send stories, video, and photos directly to the BBC News team  • Full range of News categories: Top stories, US & Canada, Europe, Latin America, Asia, Middle East, Africa, UK, Technology, Business, Features & Analysis, Science & Environment, Entertainment & Arts, Health, Also In The News, Sport  • Ability to store the app on the SD card. Widgets will not be available if you choose to use this function. This is a feature of the Android system. *Currently unavailable for devices running 2.2 and below. We are working on a fix and this will be available soon. Version 2.4.4:  • Push notifications for big breaking news stories  • Landscape support for all devices  • Various bug fixes including an issue that occasionally caused duplicate push notifications. If you choose to receive push notifications, a unique identifier relating to your device will be stored by ProcessOne on behalf of the BBC to provide you with the service. No other personal data relating to you (such as a username or email address) is processed. The BBC will keep your information secure and not share it with anyone else in accordance with the BBC’s Privacy and Cookies Policy, available at http://www.bbc.co.uk/privacy/ You can choose to unsubscribe from push notifications in the app’s settings screen. Permissions:  • INTERNET: Used to get the latest news content from the BBC  • ACCESS_NETWORK_STATE: Used to determine whether you are on 3G or WiFi to deliver the best quality content  • WAKE_LOCK: Used if you enable background updates in settings  • GET_ACCOUNTS: Used to determine if your device is capable of receiving Push messages  • C2D_RECEIVE/C2D_MESSAGE: Used to receive Push messages if you opt in 1 Gratuït CNN Breaking US & World News CNN 1 Gratuït CNN connects you to the world -- wherever you are. The redesigned CNN App for Android has been rebuilt and redesigned for use on both your phone and tablet. Stay informed with the latest headlines and original stories from around the globe. Follow up-to-the-minute reporting with breaking news alerts and live video. Share stories and videos and comment on top stories. •Get breaking news alerts and follow stories as they develop. •Go beyond the surface with international, politics, opinion, tech and entertainment stories and more. •Watch video clips and coverage of live events as they unfold. View your favorite CNN shows live (as available, check with your cable, satellite or telecommunications provider). •Contribute a story or opinion to CNN iReport by uploading photos and video directly from your app. Follow other iReporters and see stories from their points of view. •Access your local weather information, including current and extended forecasts. •Browse photo galleries related to today’s news. •Sync your Samsung Galaxy Gear to your CNN app and receive breaking news and top stories on your wearable device (available on select Android phones). The CNN App may ask your permission to access certain functions on your device such as location, network connection, camera and social media accounts. Doing so can enhance some features of your app such as weather forecasts, iReport submissions and ability to share stories with your social networks. The CNN App may also ask your permission for “phone calls” to allow you to call CNN regarding story ideas or general feedback. CNN respects your privacy and would never misuse your personal information. Have questions or feedback on the CNN App? E-mail us at Android@cnn.com. We are always looking for suggestions on how to provide the best experience possible for you. 1 Gratuït USA TODAY USA TODAY 1 Gratuït The nation’s news from USA TODAY is accessible 24/7 on your Android phone or tablet. Staying informed has never been this quick, easy or enjoyable. Headlines - Browse the latest headlines in our News, Sports, Life, Money, Tech, Travel and Opinion sections. Stories are updated 24/7 and can be shared via e-mail, Twitter, Facebook or any sharing app you download on your device. Scores - Check out the latest sports scores for the NFL, MLB, NBA, NHL, MLS, college football and college basketball. Weather - Get current conditions, forecasts, and radar maps, and save them for up to ten locations. Photos - Enjoy beautiful photo galleries, including the Day in Pictures, Day in Sports, and Day in Celebrities—you can flip through the day's best photos or play them back as a slideshow and share your favorites with friends. We’ve also added the Editorial Cartoon gallery to the Opinion section. Snapshots - Check out our signature Snapshots in News, Money, Sports, and Life, and vote to see Quick Question results in each one. Offline Reading - Save and read USA TODAY content offline, even when you don't have a connection. *NEW for Android 2.3+ Users: Customized Alerts - Get Breaking News alerts and alerts from USA TODAY sections including News, Sports, Life, Money, or Tech. Choose up to six categories and know more about everything as it happens. *NEW for Android 2.3+ Users: Quiet Time - Set times when an alert won’t initiate a light, sound, or vibration on your device. 1 Gratuït Google Notícies i Temps Google Inc. 1 Gratuït Vista completa i personalitzada dels titulars més rellevants, de les notícies locals i del temps • Cobertura de 65.000 publicacions • Fàcil accés a categories com Notícies destacades, Tecnologia, Esports i Temps fent lliscar el dit per la pantalla • Personalitza la teva pantalla amb una de les 60 edicions específiques de país, els widgets de pantalla d'inici i les seccions de notícies personalitzades com ara Hollywood, NASA, Moda o tot allò que t'interessi • Toca qualsevol història per obtenir una gran selecció de punts de vista, inclosos articles d'anàlisi, d'opinió i perspectives locals 1 Gratuït NYTimes - Breaking News The New York Times Company 1 Gratuït Introducing The New York Times Android app. Experience The New York Times’s award-winning journalism. Get the latest news, elegantly presented with enhanced imagery, multimedia and streamlined navigation. Stay informed on world news, national news, business, the arts, technology, style, sports, food, travel, opinions and more. The New York Times app also includes our International Edition with breaking news, world news, current events and cultural content from our 50 newspaper bureaus around the globe. Named Editors’ Choice as one of the top apps on Google Play, The New York Times app connects you to your favorite newspaper anywhere you are, anytime you want to read it. We’re breaking news, world news and national news in your pocket. Download the NYTimes Android app for FREE today, and subscribe to receive your first 14 days at no cost. All users can access up to 10 free articles per month, from any section. App Features: • Watch exclusive videos and browse our award-winning photography • Breaking news alerts — be the first to know about current events as soon as they occur • Get the latest news in less time with automatic background refresh • Save NYT articles to revisit later on any device (web, phone, tablet) • Customize your news experience with home screen widgets • Share The Times’s articles, photos and videos through Facebook, Twitter, email and SMS • Sit back and have the latest NYT news read to you aloud with text to speech • Read more comfortably in low-light with “night mode" • Miss recent world news or national news? Quickly search by topic, name or interest • Join the conversations — view and write comments on articles, or use speech-to-text to “speak in” comments • Get a daily photo preview of the day’s top stories in the Android notification area • Have a Samsung Style Pen (S Pen)? Annotate articles and save your notes for future reference For unlimited access to our award-winning journalism, subscribe now and get your first 14 days free via Google Play.* Subscriptions are $14.99/month (Smartphone + Web), $19.99/month (Tablet + Web) and $34.99/month (All Digital Access includes tablet and smartphone apps). All subscriptions are auto-renewable. Feedback? Suggestions? Issues? Please contact our support team at android@nytimes.com. We’ll do our best to assist you. Your feedback is important to us. *Promotional offers for new subscribers only. Smartphone and tablet apps are not supported on all devices. Prices shown are in U.S. dollars, and local pricing is available in over 55 countries. Other restrictions apply. 1 Gratuït Fast News Pinenuts Android Developers 1 Gratuït Fast and lightweight mobile news feed reader for your country major newspapers! Supported countries are USA, UK, Ireland, India, Canada, Australia, Malaysia and many more. Choose, read and easily compare the most famous newspapers with your mobile free of charge and in the fastest way possible. All the headlines of major newspapers in the palm of your hand. If you want to stay up to date with what happens in your country and use as little time as possible, then this app is what you need! Fast News is a RSS Feed Reader but unlike other feature rich news readers, it will bring you directly to the news without wasting any time messing around with the user interface or news loading. It is the best app for the daily reader. This app is still in Beta state, please provide feedback! Fast News US version will show you the content of the public rss feeds from these major United States newspapers: * The New York Times * New York Daily News * USA Today * L.A. Times * Huffington Post * CNN * Washington Post * MSNBC * NPR * Reuters * NYPost * Newsday * Denver Post * Dallas Morning * ABC News * Fox News Latest * ESPN Sport News * The Daily Beast * Forbes * Salon * The Nation * Yahoo! News US * USA Reddit channel * Wall Street Journal For UK: * Daily Mail * Daily Mirror * Daily Star * BBC UK * Daily Telegraph * Reuters UK * Daily Express * Daily Record * The Guardian * The Independent * The Herald * The Conversation * Sky News * Huffington Post UK * UnitedKingdom Reddit * #UK #NEWS Twitter For India (various languages): * Dainik Jagran National * Dainik Bhaskar * Hindustan * Amar Ujala * Times Of India (TOI) * Jagran Post * Rajasthan Patrika * Mid-Day * Malayala Manorama * Prabhat Khabar * The Hindu * Deccan Chronicle * Hindustan Times * Mathrubhumi * Deccan Herald * NDTV News * Financial Chronicle * Lokmat * Dinakaran * RediffNews * Economic Times * Telegraph India * New Indian Express * Reddit India /r/india * #India #News Twitter For Ireland: * Irish Examiner * Irish Daily Star * Irish Independent * Irish Central * Herald * RTÉ * BreakingNews.ie For Canada (in English and French): * Toronto Star * The Globe and Mail * Le Journal de Montréal * La Presse * Montreal Gazette * The Vancouver Sun * The Toronto Sun * The Province * National Post * Calgary Herald * Winnipeg Free * Ottawa Citizen * Edmonton Journal * Chronicle Herald For Australia: * Australian Broadcasting Corporation (ABC) * Herald Sun * Courier-Mail * Sydney Morning Herald (SMH) * The West Australian * The Age * The Advertiser (Adelaide) * The Conversation * The Australian * Perth Now * SBS World News For Malaysia (In Malay, English and Chinese): * Borneo Post * The Sun Daily * Harian Metro * NewStraitsTimes * Free Malaysia Today * HarakahDaily * Oriental Daily * MalaysiaKini * Berita Harian * The Malaysian Insider If you want another newspaper to be included in the list, please send us an email. Features: * Very fast and lightweight newsreader * Immediate and simple to use * Optimized for low bandwidth usage and high download speed * Easy to compare an article between different newspapers * Choose only the newspapers you want and change their order * Front page of the most important newspapers in your country with all the currents news and stories about politics crimes gossip sport government taxes crisis economics finances * Many countries supported: United States of America, United Kingdom, Canada, Australia, Ireland, Malaysia, India, Germany, France, Italy, Netherlands, Spain, Mexico, Argentina, China, Taiwan, Belgium, Austria * Share the news with friends through mail, social networks, Facebook, Twitter, Whatsapp or any other app you have installed. * The best for the daily reader Disclaimer: This app is not affiliated nor related with any of the newspapers cited here. The content the app shows comes from publicly available RSS feeds from the newspapers which retains all copyrights and thus the app is not to be held responsible for any of the content displayed. 1 Gratuït Fox News FOX News Network, LLC 1 Gratuït Follow dynamic, real-time reporting from Fox News in the enhanced app for Android, rebuilt from the ground up. Get comprehensive coverage of the day’s hottest stories with Fox News alerts, Fair and Balanced headlines, live streaming video through Fox News Go, vibrant photo galleries, and the latest video clips from your favorite shows on demand! Video - With Fox News Go, 24/7 live Fox News Channel and Fox Business Network anytime, anywhere* - View streaming coverage of live events and exclusive programming available only online Multitasking - Browse the latest headlines while watching Fox News live coverage and clips on demand - Adjust the player size to you preference – go full screen by flipping your phone into landscape or shrink it down to audio only. Watch it your way Breaking News & Alerts - Subscribe to Fox News Alerts to follow breaking news as it happens - Keep an eye on the Breaking News Hub to stay up to date on a story as it unfolds Enhanced News Format - Articles now offer related content – view videos, slideshows, and lists for the news that matters to you Shows - View the latest videos from the #1 cable news shows and anchors on Fox News Channel - Connect with your favorite shows and news personalities on Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, and more directly from the app Please Note: - The Fox News 2.0 app is available for 4.0 and up - Saved articles and weather preferences will not transfer to version 2.0 - Users will need to re-enter credentials for their cable, satellite, and telco providers to watch Fox News Channel and Fox Business Network live - Fox News Radio has been removed from the app, download the Fox News Radio app on the Google Play to listen live * An authorized pay TV subscription is required in order to watch live FOX News Channel and FOX Business Network. 1 Gratuït NewsHunt : India News | eBooks Ver sé Innovation 1 Gratuït ★ Top 10 Consumer Mobile Apps in India - Nielsen Consumer Rankings ★ ★ Must Have App - Live Mint ★ ★ World Class app from Indian App Developer - Next Big What ★ ★ Winner GSMA Mobile Award for Best Mobile Publishing Product ★ ★ Winner mBillionth Award for News & Journalism ★ Join over 50 million people in India who love and use NewsHunt to read News, eBooks and Magazines in 12 languages. NewsHunt brings together largest collection of regional language news & ebooks from the world. NEWS FEATURES • Read News from National & Regional Newspapers, Websites & other News sources • Support for 11 Indian languages, even if your phone doesn't support the language & font. Latest news available in Hindi, Malayalam, Tamil, Telugu, Kannada, Bengali, Marathi, Gujarati, Punjabi, Oriya & Urdu • Get Local News from over 600 Indian districts & towns, plus Cricket scores, weather, horoscopes, stock updates & classifieds • Opt in to get Alerts & Notifications of Breaking News even when you’re not using the app • Set text size and background color to suit your preference • Home screen widget that shows latest news stories from recently read Newspapers. • Share News over SMS, Whatsapp, Email, Facebook or any other app you have installed • Features hundreds of fully licensed partners including The Indian Express, Rajasthan Patrika, Prabhat Khabar, Mathrubhumi, lokmat, Malayala Manorama, Dinakaran, Dinamalar, Eenadu, Sakshi, Ananda Bazaar Patrika, Deccan Herald, Sakaal, Divya Bhaskar, Jagbani, India Today, BBC (Hindi), Siasat & more BOOK STORE/READER FEATURES • Browse, download and read the largest collection of regional language eBooks. Read authors including Surendra Mohan Pathak, Chetan Bhagat, Rajesh Kumar, Sudha Murthy, Kannadhasan, and Deepak Chopra as well as international best selling authors. • Choose from thousands of free ebooks such as The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes to Alice in Wonderland • Easily shop for ebooks, including new releases in every category including New York Times® best sellers. • Read mobile optimized magazines & magazine singles(single articles) from leading magazines like Saras Salil, Caravan, Stardust, Champak, Savvy, Grihshobha & Manohar Kahaniyan. • Pay using your mobile phone in addition to your credit/debit cards - Buy eBook using your mobile operator. Available for Indian customers only. • Customize Your Reading—Choose your preferred font size, and background color to read your books. REACH US To report any issues with usage or just to share feedback and tell us how we can improve, write to support@newshunt.com Google+: https://plus.google.com/+newshunt Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/newshunt Twitter: https://twitter.com/newshuntapp 1 Gratuït News Republic – Smarter news News Republic 1 Gratuït The definitive news app with an elegant design, unrivaled news coverage and a simple, delightful interface optimized for all smartphones and tablets. - Visual: Get all the latest news from your favorite topics in a highly visual format. - Smart: News Republic learns what you like and personalizes your news experience automatically. - Complete: Enjoy complete articles with photos and videos from trusted sources - Personal: Choose only the topics that are of interest to you, and personalize your home screen. - In-depth: Explore related topics via Tag Nav™, our innovative news navigation system. - Customizable: Add custom RSS feed sources from your favorite websites Features hundreds of fully licensed partners including Reuters, Bloomberg, Huffington Post, TechCrunch and many more. Get complete coverage on: National News, Technology, Politics, Sports, Entertainment and many more topics. _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ “News Republic offers the cure for infobesity” CNET. “If you love news, News Republic is the right app for you!” – AppDictions. Best News App! – AppStorm. News Republic is available in 9 regional editions - USA, UK, Germany, Italy, France, Spain, China, LatAm and International _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ PERSONALIZE > EXPLORE > GET ALERTED > SHARE > REACT > RESEARCH Inform yourself - Get News Republic now! Twitter - @newsrepublic Facebook - facebook.com/pages/News.Republic Watch - vimeo.com/channels/newsrepublic 1 Gratuït The Times of India News Times Internet Limited 1 Gratuït What some of our users are saying: ★★★★★ TOI has Soared The new version is pretty clean and attractive. Very responsive and very few lags. New options are very much appreciated. In all a very good update. - Ady Sharma (Nexus 5) ★★★★★ Love the notification feature No need to open the app every important news comes as a notification. - neeraj jadwani (Moto E) ★★★★★ Live TV and Audio is too good! TOI app has been improving with every update. The most recent addition of Times Now TV and Audio is just fabulous. Absolutely best news app in India. - Ninad Oak (Galaxy S3) ★★★★★ TOI is the best English news app The UI is excellent and also news can be read even when not online and saves lot of data not reloading when not required. - Joydeep Kumbhakar (Galaxy S Duos2) The Times of India, India’s largest media house, brings you the best news experience on the go. Download the TOI app on your Android device and stay updated on news from across the world, anywhere, anytime. The TOI app offers everything that an avid news reader is looking for – breaking news, latest headlines, trending news stories and in-depth coverage of sports, entertainment, business and technology including the Mangalyaan mission and Asian Games 2014. From India news to world news, political news to cricket news, technology news to Bollywood news and movie reviews of Bollywood, Hollywood and regional films – get the most relevant coverage of celebrity news. Also available is the vivid photogallery of famous Bollywood celebrities, industrialist, politicians, sports person and events / parties that are the talk of town. Also catch the live coverage of all the breaking news on Times Now Live TV & Times Now Live Audio. 1 Gratuït NBC News NBC News Digital LLC 1 Gratuït NBC News delivers the stories you care about, right now. Get up-to-the-minute breaking news, exclusive interviews, and in-depth reporting from our journalists around the world. The completely redesigned NBC News app can be used on both your phone and tablet. Here are a few highlights: • Faster and more visual than ever before • Stories download automatically so you can keep reading when you’re offline • Even more videos, slideshows and articles now available • Unique split screen plays video while you read stories Our live, continuous coverage gives you all the news you want, and now it’s easier than ever to share the stories that matter most to you. 1 Gratuït Flipboard: Your News Magazine Flipboard 1 Gratuït Flipboard is your personal magazine. It is the most popular way to catch up on the news, read stories from around the world and browse the articles, videos and photos friends are sharing. To begin, pick a few interests and tap any of the tiles to begin flipping through your personal magazine. Add blogs and publications like The New York Times, PEOPLE magazine, Fast Company and many more by using the search bar or tapping the red ribbon to open the Content Guide. You can also connect your social networks like Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, Tumblr and Google+ to see what friends are posting and easily share articles with them. Save the things you find on Flipboard. Tap the “+” button to collect items into your own magazines on any topic, from Great Hikes to Gear & Gadgets. Go to the Content Guide and select “By Our Readers” to explore magazines others are making. Download Flipboard and get started today—it’s free! Highlights: ★ All your news, interests and social updates in one personalized magazine. ★ Save stories you love into your own magazine. Use the “+” button on any item, select ‘create a magazine’ and collect favorite stories, images or videos. ★ Search for anything—people, topics, hashtags, blogs, your favorite sites—and flip through the results in a beautiful magazine format. ★ Connect Flipboard to up to 12 social networks, streamlining your reading and activities like commenting, liking and sharing. Services include Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, Google+, YouTube, LinkedIn, SoundCloud and more. ★ Read Cover Stories for a quick check on what’s happening now. Cover Stories is created just for you and is filled with popular items from everything you’ve added to your Flipboard. ★ Enjoy Flipboard in 18 localized editions—for Australia, Brazil, Canada, China, France, Germany, Hong Kong, India, Italy, Japan, Korea, Latin America, Netherlands, Russia, Spain, Taiwan, U.S. and U.K. ★ Explore hundreds of staff picks in the Content Guide (tap the red ribbon at the top), including must-read magazines and blogs, gorgeous photography and special curated sections devoted to the news of the day and other interests. ★ Use the Flipboard widget for quick access on your Android device. ★ Add content to your Flipboard magazines through the bookmarklet at share.flipboard.com KEEP UP ON FLIPBOARD: For tips and other helpful information visit our website http://www.flipboard.com and follow us via @flipboard on Twitter, on Facebook at http://www.facebook.com/flipboard or Google+ at https://plus.google.com/+Flipboard. To learn more about how to use Flipboard, visit our Support Page: http://flipboard.com/support If you are having technical issues or have any questions, we're here to help. Please visit flip.it/support to contact us. 1 Gratuït Yahoo News Digest Yahoo 1 Gratuït Get in the know in no time. Yahoo News Digest provides a definitive summary of all the important, need-to-know news. Digests are delivered twice a day - once in the morning and once in the evening. All the top stories are summarized and presented with the key information that you need to stay on top of what’s happening. Each story is created from multiple sources to present the essential bits and pieces of information, known as “atoms”. Atoms are key quotes, images, videos, maps, infographs, and Wikipedia excerpts among others. These atomic units provide a unique context to the news. Our stories are both algorithmically and hand curated to ensure high quality, and come with a textual summary. Yahoo News Digest makes your reading experience comprehensive, effortless, and complete. Our goal is to inform you of all the key headlines you need to know and allow you to share the news with others. Yahoo News Digest is available in English today but look out for translated versions soon. We are committed to building the best mobile experience and are interested in your feedback. Let us know your thoughts here: https://yahoo.uservoice.com/forums/235999 1 Gratuït feedly Feedly Team 1 Gratuït Something magical happens when the right person gets connected to the right content. That knowledge or inspiration feeds you, transforms you into a better teacher, designer, entrepreneur... This inspired us to create feedly. We designed a modern reader that empowers professionals, students and enthusiasts to feed their passions; the work they really care about, whether that's in the office, at school, at home or anywhere else. Millions of people use feedly every day to curate the best of the web and tune into what matters to them. It starts with you organizing your favorite sources into reading collections. We all have different appetite when it comes to feeding our minds. Feedly empowers you to express what makes you unique. Feedly takes all the content from your favorite websites and transforms it into a simple and fast reading experience. A single place for everything you care about. Feedly is available on your phone, your tablet and on the web at feedly.com An important part of reading is picking the ideas you want to save for later, remix and share. Feedly offers seamless integration with Evernote, Twitter, Facebook, LinkedIn, Google+, Buffer, IFTTT, Pocket and Instapaper to help streamline your workflows. Feedly captures the full power of the web by letting you subscribe to any RSS feed, Youtube channel or blog. Feedly delivers in one place all the knowledge and inspiration you need to keep ahead. Happy reading! [we are hello@feedly.com if you need support or want to report a bug] 1 Gratuït BBC News Media Applications Technologies for the BBC 1 Gratuït Get the latest, breaking news from our trusted global network of journalists. See the top stories from the UK and around the world, and personalise your experience by choosing to see the latest news on topics such as technology, sport, entertainment, health and business. You can also watch the BBC News channel for up-to-the-minute live reports, and see video clips on most of the top stories. Key Features:  • All the latest news as it happens  • Opt in for breaking news push notifications  • In-story video over 3G and WiFi  • Download the latest stories when you have a signal and then read them offline at your leisure  • Share stories to a range of social networks, or email/SMS to a friend  • Personalise the home screen by adding, removing and re-ordering news categories to suit your preferences  • Live streaming of the BBC News channel for Android 4.0+ devices  • Home screen widgets  • Settings to allow the app to automatically update in the background  • Font controls to increase or decrease the story text size to suit you  • Ability to send stories, video, and photos directly to the BBC News team  • Full range of News categories: Top Stories, World, UK, Sport, Technology, Entertainment & Arts, England, Northern Ireland, Scotland, Wales, Business, Politics, Health, Education, Science & Environment, Features & analysis, Also In The News  • Ability to store the app on the SD card. Widgets will not be available if you choose to use this function. This is a feature of the Android system If you choose to receive push notifications, a unique identifier relating to your device will be stored by ProcessOne on behalf of the BBC to provide you with the service. No other personal data relating to you (such as a username or email address) is processed. The BBC will keep your information secure and not share it with anyone else in accordance with the BBC’s Privacy and Cookies Policy, available at http://www.bbc.co.uk/privacy/ You can choose to unsubscribe from push notifications in the app’s settings screen. Permissions:  • INTERNET: Used to get the latest news content from the BBC  • ACCESS_NETWORK_STATE: Used to determine whether you are on 3G or Wifi to deliver the best quality content  • WAKE_LOCK: Used if you enable background updates in settings  • GET_ACCOUNTS: Used to determine if your device is capable of receiving Push messages  • C2D_RECEIVE/C2D_MESSAGE: Used to receive Push messages if you opt in 1 Gratuït News360: Personalized News News360 1 Gratuït News360 learns what you like (and don’t like) and finds news articles and blog posts from across the Internet that are the most relevant to you, personally. ✔ The New York Times: "News360 has to be one of the better news-aggregating [apps] I’ve seen on any platform" News360 is an elegant and smart news reader that learns what kinds of stories you like and dislike as you read. You will never again miss something interesting because you haven’t subscribed to the right feed or followed the right person – instead, News360 will show you all the stories that really matter, and none of the noise. You can even connect your Facebook, Twitter and other accounts and News360 will use them to become even more personalized to your particular interests. The more you use it - the smarter it gets. To make sure that you don’t get a biased or inaccurate outlook, News360 provides coverage from all possible sources for every story, combining text, photography and video to give you a full, 360° view of the issues. ✔ "Apps We Like: News360" — The Wall Street Journal ✔ "News360 is the New Cadillac of Personalized News Readers" — PandoDaily Key highlights: ★ Quickly scan headlines, preview stories and dive deep into the content from over 50,000 sources. From top global and national news providers, to local and niche sites and blogs ★ Read your Home feed, where you’ll see top articles that focus on the topics you’re interested in – no jumping between sections or feeds ★ Use the News360 widget to keep up with great content on your home screen, and even on your lock screen with Android 4.2 ★ Help News360 learn by marking stories you like as you use it, and it will become better and better at giving you the stories you'll enjoy, but will always try to give you something new and unexpected as well ★ Customize the topics you’re interested in at any time! ★ Create a free News360 account to sync your settings and read saved articles offline on your phone, tablet and at news360.com ★ Read local news using your device’s GPS 1 Gratuït Més contingut del desenvolupador GPS for the Soul HuffingtonPost.com 1 Gratuït GPS for the Soul is based on two truths: that we all have within us a centered place of harmony and balance, and that we all veer away from that place again and again. A guide is a collection of the things that help you course-correct -- from music and poetry to breathing exercises and pictures of your loved ones. GPS for the Soul lets you play one of the guides we have assembled for you, or create your own. The Internet and the rise of social media have given us amazing tools to connect, and to bring about change in the world. At the same time, our 24/7 connection to the digital world often disconnects us from the real world around us -- from our physical surroundings, from our loved ones, and especially from ourselves. We see the effects of this in every aspect of our lives. And the consequences can be really damaging, in terms of our health, our jobs, and our relationships. That's why HuffPost has created GPS for the Soul. We hope GPS for the Soul will be just the beginning of a journey to help you reconnect with your creativity, your intuition, your peace and your wisdom. 1 Gratuït Huffington. HuffingtonPost.com 1 Gratuït The Best of HuffPost. Weekly. Huffington weekly magazine represents the very best of The Huffington Post with exclusive content not on the site -- delivered to your phone/tablet each week in a lush, vivid, feature-driven magazine format. Incorporating infographics, photography, sophisticated narratives, commenting and other ways to engage with the Huffington community, the magazine embroiders your experience with humor, cutting-edge sensibility and, of course, attitude. If you enjoy The Huffington Post web site but don't have time during the week to absorb everything it offers -- especially engrossing feature work on politics, business, culture, entertainment and other topics -- then please download Huffington and spend your weekend getting caught up and getting ahead. KEY FEATURES • FREE weekly, curated and exclusive content from The Huffington Post • Share Huffington content via Twitter, Facebook and Email • Download Huffington Issues and read them offline • Navigate between Huffington articles via swipe or in the convenient Article Viewer • Find specific Huffington pages via the Issue Page Viewer • Browse Huffington Issues via the Bookshelf or Cover View 1 Gratuït Mostra'n més ©2014 Google Condicions del servei del lloc Condicions de venda dels dispositius Política de privadesa Desenvolupadors Artistes Quant a Google)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11416,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2001 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 14, Number 1, September 2001 Health science curriculum for secondary schools by Dennis Hoy Preparing students for careers while giving them opportunities and information to make good decisions is one of the mandates for our CAPP and Career Preparation programs. Paula Curtis, a Richmond teacher has created a course that students and colleagues agree does just that. The Health Science Career Preparation Program at H. J. Cambie Secondary School, in Richmond was recognized as a "best practices" model at the Health Care/Career Education Forum 2001. The forum attracted healthcare professionals, district career co-ordinators, secondary educators and career program facilitators, and deans and directors from a number of post-secondary institutions. The day focussed on new strategies that would enable educators and healthcare professionals to work together to address common issues and concerns. H. J. Cambie Secondary’s Career Preparation Program was recognized as an exciting and innovative program for students wishing to pursue a career in medicine, health and wellness, or sports related occupations. The health science program requires that students have additional course work in biology, chemistry, or physics. A Health Science 12 course gives students a comprehensive knowledge base for further study in health science. The specially developed course emphasizes anatomy/physiology, injury prevention and rehabilitation, nutrition, and exercise management. "The Health Science 12 course provides an excellent overview of human anatomy and physiology and empowers students to seek out opportunities and develop responsibility in an area of interest in health care/athletics. The course challenges students and encourages participation in active learning as well as teaching (sharing and collaboration of knowledge and experience)," states Katrina Fong, a health science student (1997–98), who is completing her nursing program at Langara College. Since its inception, five years ago, the H. J. Cambie Secondary’s program has gained in popularity among students and other teaching professionals from various regions of the province. A number of secondary schools are implementing the program for the 2001–02 school year. The time and effort of numerous businesses, community services, healthcare professionals, and post-secondary partnerships has greatly enriched the program. For instance, since 1995, students in the health science class have participated in a ride-along program through the British Columbia Ambulance Service. In the spring of 1998, students received an additional opportunity to attain professional certification as "first responders" through the Canadian Red Cross (40-hour course). This year, students are applying what they have learned within the school. Under the supervision of the school’s first-aid attendant, students are now responding to the first aid calls within the school and at school- and community-sponsored events. Hugh Boyd and Hugh McRoberts secondary schools, in Richmond, are also involved in the ride-along program, first-responder certification, and school first-aid teams. Students from all three schools are enrolled as members in the City of Richmond’s Emergency Program in the event of a large-scale disaster. Working with citizens such as advanced life support paramedic Jeff Watts, of the British Columbia Ambulance Service, has brought real life to this course. Watts comments that "the Health Science Program at Cambie Secondary gives students a solid foundation upon which to build a career in the field of nursing, medicine, or physiotherapy, among others. This innovative course is a must for students that may choose a health sciences career in the new millennium." From the beginning, Watts has played a key role in creating and organizing the ride-along program, instructing the students in their first responder certification course, as well as planting the idea and co-ordinating the school-based first aid teams. Other sponsors include Rogers; AT&T wireless, which provided pagers to students; Richmond Savings, which helped purchase uniforms; and Scouts Canada which provided the structure and organization for the students. Students have been meeting on their own time to organize the scheduling, uniforms, equipment, protocol, and professional development. On a past professional development day for teachers, students from all three schools met for their own professional development. Students from the Health Science Program have also volunteered with senior residents from Pinegrove Intermediate Care Home. "The visits provide seniors with friendship and support. Students are seen in a positive light while giving back to their community," says Kate Nordmann, volunteer co-ordinator at Pinegrove. The students’ maturity, dedication, and eagerness to be involved has given them numerous opportunities to apply what they have learned in the classroom to real-life experiences. In addition to these two examples of successful community partnerships, the Health Science Program at H. J. Cambie Secondary has also articulated with Douglas College’s Health Sciences and Sports and Leisure departments and with Vancouver Community College’s Practical Nursing Program. Students completing Health Science 12 will be given preferential enrolment into the health sciences program of their choice at Douglas College, where prorams include General Nursing (three seats available), Psychiatric Nursing (three seats), Dispensing Optician (two seats), Dental Assisting (two seats), and Health Information Services (two seats). Joy Holmwood, dean of Health Sciences at Douglas College, endorses the program at H. J. Cambie Secondary as "…an important program to prepare students to enter the health sciences professional education programs. Content and learning experiences provided in the program help prepare students to understand the requirements they will face at the college level." Furthermore, students wishing to pursue course work in the Sports/Leisure Department, upon completing the Health Science Program at Cambie, receive credit at Douglas College for PHED 103. These exciting opportunities have given students direction and focus in their senior years. Through this program, students have become more confident and informed about the many career choices within health science that are readily available to them. Dennis Hoy teaches at H.J. Cambie Secondary School, Richmond. For more information about the program, contact Paula Curtis at 604-668-6430. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=25309,BCTF News Releases  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources   For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development News Release Archives 2014  2013  2012    2011 2010  2009  2008 2007  2006  Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2012 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  February 16, 2012 Teachers' conference to tackle strategies on child and family poverty For the past eight years, British Columbia has had the shameful distinction of the highest child poverty rate in Canada. Every day, in classrooms across BC, teachers are struggling to help their students deal with the devastating impact of poverty on their families, their hopes, and dreams. “Teachers see the human faces behind the statistics, and it’s heartbreaking,” said BC Teachers’ Federation President Susan Lambert. “That’s why the BCTF and its locals have organized anti-poverty committees to better enable teachers to tackle these complex issues and effectively advocate for students living in poverty.”  This Friday, the Vancouver Elementary School Teachers’ Association and the Surrey Teachers’ Association are co-hosting a conference entitled “Poverty in BC: Teachers taking action and making a difference.” It will bring together teachers, parents, scholars, and community leaders in examining a range of themes including: poverty as an issue in the classroom ways teachers can make a difference for children living in poverty strategies for systemic and equitable change. “We’ve been working tirelessly together to find systemic solutions to this huge issue; it has so many concerns for teachers and is creating so many profound inequities within and between schools,” said Vancouver Elementary School Teacher Suzanne Salter, one of the conference organizers. The BCTF’s plan for improving public education, “Better Schools for BC,” calls for a comprehensive child poverty reduction plan with targets and timelines. Please see: http://bctf.ca/uploadedFiles/Public/Publications/BetterSchoolsForBC.pdf  To learn more, please attend the conference:  February 17, 2012 from 8:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at Carleton Elementary School, 3250 Kingsway, Vancouver, BC   -  30  - For more information, contact Nancy Knickerbocker, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell). Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "October is #FosterFamilyMonth. Thank you #BC for opening your homes and hearts to more than 5,900 children and youth." @John_Yap - 11:14pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/issues/research.aspx?id=5866,BCTF > History of Public Schooling and Special Ed. in S.D. 68, Nanaimo-Ladysmith: An Overview  	Untitled Page  For Teachers For Parents For Media Home E-mail Lists Links A to Z Index Contact Us Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources Home > Issues in Education > Inclusive Education > Research Project History of Public Schooling and Special Education in S.D. 68, Nanaimo-Ladysmith: An Overview by Bob Esliger March, 2003 Introduction This report consists of three sections. In the first I focus on describing the history and evolution of Special Education in the school district of Nanaimo, with some discussion of how the district changed from its generally segregated settings for students with special needs, through various stages, towards a more inclusionary approach to schooling. The second section illustrates how the evolution generally described in Section 1 was actually reflected in terms of services and facilities. This also provides more detail about staffing levels, which categories of students received which services, and how and where those service were provided in the district. Section three provides a more general history and chronology of education in School District # 68, Nanaimo-Ladysmith, starting in 1840 and ending in 2002. In this section are provided some major historical landmarks, and details about how public schooling has changed in one school district over the last one hundred and sixty-three years. This is written in order to consider the provision of Special Education in a wider school district and historical context. Section 1: Special Education in School District # 68, Nanaimo-Ladysmith Special Education in the Nanaimo-Ladysmith School District is currently undergoing another paradigm shift with regard to the delivery of Special Education, one of a series in this district. The 1980s were characterized by two parallel systems of delivery, i.e., regular and Special Education, to address the diverse needs of students in Nanaimo’s schools. Prior to the 1980s there were segregated learning environments, separate programming and instruction, and separate district administration. After 1990 the new paradigm was a more unified system addressing the unique learning needs of all students. The district evolved through the first philosophical shifts towards more inclusive education in the 1970s, to mainstreaming of the 1980s, through to the inclusive models of the 1990s. Since then, inclusion has been adopted and implemented, to varying degrees, in all S.D. 68 schools, resulting in inclusive learning environments and collaborative decision-making practices. The shift away from segregation necessitated certain changes in philosophy and in practice. These changes were reflected in increased staffing to Special Education in the form of specialist teachers who were hired to work with regular educators to support students in the regular classroom setting. In 2003, the current approach in S.D. 68 is both challenging and exciting. Many educators are advocating for a continued move toward inclusion in order to foster lifelong learning and provide more quality in Special Education programming; however, it is becoming increasingly difficult to achieve the inclusionary goals of Special Education programs with reduced capacity caused by limited funding. Teacher attitudes regarding inclusion are becoming less positive, and Special Education programs are becoming less enabling and once again fragmented. Four decades of evolution in the delivery of Special Education are described below. 1970s The 1970s were an eventful decade for the progressive approach to Special Education programs in the district. There was a shift in philosophy and attitude toward providing services for students with special needs. Greater emphasis was placed on developing Special Education programs that would provide age- and peer-appropriate settings for all students within their neighbourhood schools as well as in several separate “special” schools. In the early 1970s, guidelines were developed to link programs to special funding. Special programs and schools were created to provide top-quality educational services to students with disabilities. This decade saw the creation of services for the hospital/homebound, the development of learning assistance programs in all schools, and the creation of the first alternative school for students experiencing behavioural difficulties. There arose over the next ten years programs for Aboriginal education, services for blind or visually impaired students and deaf or hard of hearing students, and committees for inter-ministerial planning. ESL programs and counselling services began and partnerships were created with the Nanaimo Child Development Centre. At the end of the 1970s there was a full district team for Student Support Services (SSS) consisting of five area counsellors, one school psychologist, one teacher for the deaf/hard of hearing, one teacher for the blind/visually impaired, and two co-ordinators for Aboriginal education. Learning Assistance programs were established at every school in the district, and two teachers were assigned to work with students who were hospitalized or homebound. There were two elementary programs for students with severe behaviour problems and two programs for students who were cognitively disabled. Three separate schools were created to assist students experiencing difficulties in the junior/secondary schools, with the aim of providing an alternative to the “regular classroom” and preventing them from dropping out of school altogether. Speech and Language services were contracted through the Nanaimo Health Unit. 1980s Provision of Special Education in School District # 68 during the 1980s was notable in two major respects. First, S.D. 68 began to evaluate all available Special Education programs and create documents outlining both the successes and challenges of each program. The second notable move was to start closing programs that appeared to be “segregated,” and integrate students as much as possible into the regular classroom. In the early 1980s the treatment centre for incarcerated youth and the adjoining assessment centre were closed. More students were being identified as having special needs, which resulted in an “identification explosion.” The Ministry of Education created a funding structure based on the number of students identified as having special needs, and this caused a dramatic increase in the number of students requiring Special Education programs. In the mid 1980s, instead of downsizing special classes, S.D. 68 created more separate programs for those students experiencing the greatest need. A program for the developmentally disabled was created, as well as an additional program for elementary students experiencing severe behavioural difficulties. However, in keeping with the trends of the times, the segregated school for the handicapped was closed and the students were integrated into their neighbourhood schools. There were complaints and concerns over a lack of resources and expertise to accommodate these students successfully. The next five years saw the evaluation and review of virtually all district- and school-based programs carried out by internal and external review teams. 1990s S.D. 68 schools were grappling with the means by which to implement programs and services to accommodate the diverse learning needs present in the neighbourhood school and in the regular classroom. Some believed that the “adding on” or “moving in” approach to integration and mainstreaming was not working. This spawned the creation of the “unified system” and the “unified approach.” Inclusive education viewed student diversity in the regular classroom as a source of enrichment and challenge. This meant that the knowledge-base created in decades prior now had to be incorporated into regular classroom practice, together with some organizational restructuring. The philosophy behind inclusive education was that all students ought to be included in regular classes and that any removal to other educational settings had to be justified on the basis of individual learning needs. The 1990s brought the creation of resource room programs in every school, greater use of educational technology to help students succeed in the regular classroom, and the closure of most of the S.D. 68 special classes. Six district itinerant positions were created to support classroom teachers in their accommodating students from special classes who were either developmentally and/or cognitively disabled. Six Speech and Language Pathologists were hired who also assisted in programming for special needs students. District resource teachers were hired for ESL and gifted education, in addition to five more school psychologists. The high schools were now developing on-site alternate education programs in order to re-integrate students into the regular setting. The classroom teacher became a key member of the student’s team, assuming a central role in developing Individual Educational Plans (IEPs). The comparatively rare special classrooms were generally replaced with more inclusive classrooms, reflecting the full spectrum of student diversity. The success of inclusive education in the 1990s stemmed from the belief that it was the “right thing to do,” all the while made possible only through the availability of material and human resources. 2000s The twenty-first century brought with it yet another service-delivery model. The latest paradigm shift appears to be toward site-based management, where schools are given the responsibility of creating programs to meet the needs of all students, with limited assistance from district Special Education staff. The traditional positions of district principal of student services and assistant superintendent of student services no longer existed. The Superintendent of Schools, together with a team of three zone directors, operated S.D. 68. Overseeing student support services became the responsibility of one of the zone directors, while day-to-day operations were handled by three zone co-ordinators liaising between schools and the directors. The change in provincial government of the early 2000s brought about severe cuts in many areas, but particularly in Special Education, and these cuts were the result of inadequate funding. The zone director and co-ordinator positions were eliminated after only a few short months, and all Special Education services once again came under the direction of a district principal. A number of resource teacher positions have been eliminated in the past two years, with most support services school-based. This means that many specialist support teachers now must combine roles (Special Education, Learning Assistance, ESL/ESD) to meet all needs in the schools, regardless of whether they have the training or expertise to do so. When considered along with earlier cuts, it is fair to say that the current Student Support Services system is a skeleton of its former self, and that the latest changes in models of delivery are purely fiscally-driven, not based on the best way to meet students’ needs. There are many staff in the district who are also concerned that S.D. 68 will be facing additional cuts in staffing and service delivery during the coming years. Section 2: Student Support Services available to students, 1960–2001 Student Support Services available to students, 1960s–1983 If a student were entering S.D. 68 during this time period the following services would have been available: There was a Student Support Services team located at the office on Selby Street, composed of one school psychologist, five area counsellors, one teacher for the visually impaired, one teacher for the hearing impaired, and two First Nations co-ordinators. There were no Speech and Language Pathologists hired to the school district at this time but services were contracted through the Nanaimo Health Unit. There were no resource room programs in any of the schools at this time. Island Youth Centre was opened as a treatment facility for incarcerated youth. Northfield Alternative School was in operation for students with behavioural difficulties. The Guthrie Centre was opened as a diagnostic and receiving centre for the Island Youth Centre. There was a Learning Assistance program in every school in the district. There were 2.0 FTE teachers for the hospital/homebound, one for secondary and one for elementary students. There were two district programs at Dufferin Crescent: a Severe Behaviour program and an Educable Mentally Handicapped (EMH) class. There was also one EMH class at Quarterway Elementary and two EMH classes at Rock City. To designate a student with Learning Disabilities (LD) was not popular at this time. It was considered to be more of a learning style than a disability. A teacher would notice that the student was not performing as well as expected and strategies would be put into place to assist/accommodate the student in the regular classroom. The process of downsizing and/or closing residential facilities was accelerated by the Ministry of Health and the Ministry of Human Resources. This resulted in the return of existing residents to community-based programs and the maintenance of young clients in community settings. There was an increase in the enrolment of severely and profoundly handicapped students. CHANCE program, created by the Ministry of Human Resources, established funding to support the admission of severely and profoundly handicapped children to school. The funds were primarily intended to provide personal care attendants. The S.D. 68 Vision and Hearing Programs began the hiring of the first specialist teachers. The development of Indian Education programs in the district. There was 1.5 FTE service. John Barsby became the junior high ESL Centre. In the mid-eighties the numbers of ESL students at John Barsby rose dramatically. At this time there were two separate educational systems in this school district: A Special Education System and a Regular Education System. There was no integration of these two systems. The Director of SSS did not attend any of the school principals’ meetings and did not attend any district-management-level meetings, because the job was seen as something totally separate. At this time, students who would have been designated into the “high incidence” designation were present in regular education without a label. There was no categorizing of students into designation categories and students were not described by their disability (ies). Christopher Robin School for “low incidence students” was in operation, but became known as Harbourview. VAST Centre (Vocational Adult Secondary Training) opens for teenaged school drop-outs. In September (1981) a second VAST Centre (for mature students) was created near Rutherford Road. This centre was closed in June 1982 due to fiscal restraint. The Director of Student Support Services in S.D. 68 had a vision of inclusive education and integration. He attended school principal’s meetings and executive level meetings. He spoke out publicly about the advantages of inclusion and he let it be known that he was very dissatisfied with the former model of service delivery. The number of students being identified into Ministry designation categories was increasing and more funding was received in Student Support Services. Expansion of the Speech and Language Pathologist program. The Island Youth Centre at Brannon Lake closed. The receiving and diagnostic centre (Guthrie Centre) at Brannon Lake closed (1982). Student Support Services available to students, 1983–1987 If a student were entering S.D. 68 during this time period the following services would have been available: Services were similar to those of the previous period, with the following changes…. At this time there was only one special class for students in the low incidence category and it was school-based at Princess Anne Elementary School. Sallassalton School was created to assist Aboriginal students to be more successful in their programs. The severe behaviour classes were held at Dufferin Crescent and Brechin elementaries. The special class for the Educable Mentally Handicapped (EMH) was held at Dufferin Crescent, Quarterway, and Rock City elementary schools. There was a rigorous application process to follow in order for a student to gain entry into one of the district’s special classes. A Central Screening Committee was created to assist with the application process to special programs. The committee was composed of the Director of Student Support Services, a provincial representative, a Speech and Language Pathologist, a School Psychologist, a regular classroom teacher, a Learning Assistance/resource room teacher and an elementary counsellor. This Central Screening Committee was very powerful in its operation. The School-Based Team conducted the screening process for school programs and the team usually consisted of a referring classroom teacher, principal or designate, resource room/Learning Assistance teacher, area counsellor, Psychologist, Speech/Language Pathologist, and other support staff as necessary. Development of the ESL program. ESL teachers were hired to deal with the influx of students who required specialized ESL services. There were eight student spaces in each of the district’s special classes. Once students were enrolled in one of the district special classes they were not transitioned back into regular school classes. These students moved on to modified programs at the high-school level. June (1986). Appointment of a 0.5 Resource Teacher, Enrichment/Gifted (E/G) Education. Closure of Harbourview School. Enrolment at Harbourview was dropping and there were students in their early 20s who had to be transitioned into the community. It was a natural move to close this special school and place the remaining students in their neighbourhood schools. The neighbourhood schools were quite vocal about the lack of resources and expertise available to accommodate these low incidence students. Spring (1987). Development of Catalyst Teacher Program, Elementary, District In-Service component of the School-Based E/G Programming. June (1987). Increase District Staff from 0.5 FTE to 1.5 Resource Teachers, E/G Education. When Harbourview School was closed it was immediately converted to house the already existing alternative school called Five Acres. The original VAST Centre (for mature students) continued to operate. The low incidence program was expanded to the secondary school level. Woodlands Secondary had the first low incidence class. The Central Screening Committee ceased operation. The Resource Room movement began. Six elementary schools were provided with 0.3 FTE educator to assist with special needs students. Schools were empowered to handle their Special Education students on site. Nanaimo District Secondary School (NDSS)created the first part-time on-site district alternative program. Six years later each high school had an alternative program on-site. Student Support Services available to students, 1987–1993 If a student were entering S.D. 68 during this time period the following services would have been available: Services were similar to those of the previous period with the following changes…. The structures of high schools in the district changed to accommodate grades 8–12. Four junior high schools were converted to high schools, making a total of five high schools. The attempt was being made to offer and promote a wide range of services to meet the increased demands. Two levels of services were being offered to support the work of the regular classroom teacher: Level I: School-based services, which were initiated by the school team. These services included modified programs, learning assistance, counselling, speech and language, hearing and vision services, resource rooms, ESL, Aboriginal Education, catalyst teachers, E/G, etc. Level II: District based services, which were available to further support Level I and to provide services beyond the school building. These services included psychometric assessment, special programs for the mentally handicapped, learning disabled, severe behaviour, and alternative education programs, hospital/homebound, containment centres, enrichment/gifted, and teaching assistants (personal care attendants). Catalyst Teacher program began in June 1988 with 2.0 FTE full-time educators. In 1989 the high-school ESL Program enrolling 60 ESL students moved to NDSS. The elementary ESL program grew along with the secondary program, adding more ESL students and teachers annually. The total numbers increased from approximately 160 ESL students in 1982 with about 8 FTE teachers, to the present 362 ESL students with 10.5 FTE teachers. Presently the largest ethnic group spoke Vietnamese. Wiseman School created. The Ministry of the Attorney General developed a contract with the school district to create Wiseman School. It was composed of a Head Teacher, a classroom teacher, and an education assistant. Wiseman House, a residential facility operated through the Salvation Army, and up to 12 students from day programs in the community. Schools were encountering the registration of students who were totally technology-dependent and requiring life-support systems. Northbrook Learning Centre opened September (1991): The centre opens with one full-time teacher and a half-time teacher aide. Within months, the demands on the system and the pressures for more staff caused the system to be upgraded to include 2.0 FTEs, plus two 0.5-time Teacher Aides. The centre operated on shift work and the teaching assignments covered Monday through Thursday, with the centre being “closed” on Friday — which almost never happened. Most special classes have been closed and converted to resource room programs. Every elementary school had a resource room program composed of a 0.6 FTE educator and 1.0 FTE teaching assistant. Resource Rooms became generic programs and their organization was dependent upon the needs of the school. A 1.0 FTE teacher was hired as an Integration Support Teacher to assist low incidence students in their neighbourhood schools. The School-Based Team concept was developing. This covered the school-based screening process, pre-audit preparation, proposal writing for site-based alternate programs, etc. Expansion of district SSS staff to include 6–7 S/LPs, Integration Support Teachers, and more School Psychologists. ESL Program grew and moved out from under the Student Support Services umbrella into the Curriculum Resource Center. “Skills for Life” program for low incidence students at each high school. Student Support Services available to students, 1993–1999 If a student were entering S.D. 68 during this time period the following services would have been available.... Services were similar to those of the previous period, with the following changes…. The “low incidence” program at Princess Anne Elementary continued but was changed to include a transition program to regular support programs, and was not to remain a permanent placement for students when they could be transitioned to the regular classroom with appropriate supports in place. Sallassalton School was closed and the students were moved into their neighbourhood schools. Wiseman School was closed due to government cutbacks. Student Support Services available to students, 2000–2001 If a student were entering S.D. 68 during this time period the following services would have been available: Services were similar to those of the previous period with the following changes…. Change from the school-based elementary catalyst teacher approach for Gifted/Enrichment to the creation of 3.5 FTE elementary district positions with responsibilities in seven zones. Secondary school services were determined on an individual basis. New Delivery System 2001–02 based on survey of AOs and teachers distributed in September 2001. 25 AOs (70 %) and 90 teachers responded. September (2001). Reduction to 2.7 FTE Elementary G/E Resource teachers with District duties. Three Zone Director of Education positions were created. The district was divided into the South, Central, and North Zones. Three Zone Co-ordinator of SSS positions were created. One co-ordinator was placed in each zone. This model was changed in December 2001 and the three Zone Co-ordinator positions were eliminated due to fiscal restraint. The 5–6 FTE Integration Support Teacher positions were eliminated. 0.5 FTE Hospital/Homebound was eliminated. 0.5 FTE Teacher of the Hearing-Impaired was eliminated. 0.5 FTE School Psychologist was eliminated. 2.0 FTE Resource Teachers for Gifted/Enriched were eliminated. The G/E Program was reduced to 1.0 FTE with district responsibilities K–12 as well as acting as a liaison between S.D. 68 and Malaspina University College. History of Public Schooling and Special Education in S.D. 68 Year Event Description 1840 Settlement of B.C. • Settlement began in B.C. (formerly called New Caledonia) around trading posts established by the Hudson’s Bay Company. 1848 Vancouver Island • Vancouver Island became a Crown Colony. Fort Victoria was named as the capital. 1849 First schools • The first schools in B.C. were created by the Hudson’s Bay Company to provide education for the children of the Company’s officers and servants. 1852 Nanaimo’s first teacher arrives • A teacher from Victoria, Charles Bayley, was transferred to Nanaimo to conduct classes for children of employees of the Hudson’s Bay Company. 1865 Free School Act • The Free School Act was passed by the legislature of the Colony of Vancouver Island to establish a common school system. 1869 Government control of schools • The Common School Ordinance was repealed and the first government control of schools was established. 1870 Formation of the Nanaimo School District • The district was formed and was comprised of all the land within a three-mile radius of the courthouse. 1871 Confederation • B.C. joined into confederation followed by a struggle for free, non-sectarian education. 1872 Act Respecting Public Education • This was the first school legislation enacted by the provincial legislature. This Act established the basic structure of public education in B.C. that remains in principle, despite frequent amendments. 1873 Nanaimo’s first school building • The first building constructed as a school was erected on a half-acre of land donated by the Vancouver Coal Company. • It was known as the original Colonial Boys’ School, and occupied a site on the centre of Winfield Crescent fronting Crace Street. 1873 Gabriola and Mudge Islands • These islands were incorporated into a school district. The school closed in 1879 and re-opened again in 1880. 1874 North Cedar and Wellington schools • These schools were opened in 1974. • The discovery of coal in many areas led to the building of schools to house the miners’ children. • The original South Wellington School building still stands today. However, it is no longer a school. The old school building is now used as a recreational hall for the people of the area. 1878 Nanaimo Girls’ School • This school, in Nanaimo proper, occupied the site where the Quennel School is today on Selby Street. 1880 Cedar South • Cedar South opened in 1880. 1882 Boys’ School moves • In the year 1882 the entire school accommodation in Nanaimo consisted of four rooms. The Boys’ School, which occupied two of the rooms, had moved to the Good Templars’ Hall. 1883 Gabriola North • Gabriola North opened in 1883. 1884 Middle Ward • The Boys’ School moves again and becomes the Middle Ward School. • This same building was re-opened in 1886 as Nanaimo’s first High School (with 6 boys and 6 girls in attendance). 1885 Departure Bay • Departure Bay opened in 1885. 1890 Special Education • The first recorded legislative appropriation to provide for the education of handicapped children was made for children attending the Institution for the Deaf and Dumb in Winnipeg, Manitoba. 1891 New Public Schools Act • This made the city councils responsible for the erection and maintenance of any new schools. • On July 6, the new Board of Trustees met to alleviate the overcrowded conditions in the schools. Property was purchased to build the North and South Ward schools. 1892 More schools open • North Ward, South Ward, Harewood, and Southfield 1896 Old Central School built • The Girls’ School was torn down and the Old Central School was built on Selby and Franklyn Streets beside where Quennel School is today on Selby Street. 1910 Vancouver and Victoria • 1910–1920 — The two most populated areas in the province began to provide Special Education programs for the mentally handicapped, the deaf, the blind, and for boys confined to a detention home. 1913 Building of Quennel School • This building housed the Home Economics and Industrial Art classes for students attending Old Central. 1915 Waterloo District • Until 1915, there was no school in the Waterloo District. Some children were attending school in Cedar. • The school opened in 1915 with 20 students in Grades 1–8. In 1953, the Waterloo PTA bought the original school and moved it to its present location. 1915 Program for the Deaf • The Vancouver School Board established a program for the deaf. 1916 Program for the Blind • The Vancouver School Board established a program for the blind. 1917 Lantzville School • A school was opened in Lantzville. 1919 Program for the Mentally Handicapped • The Vancouver School Board established a program for the mentally handicapped. 1920 Brechin School • By the early 1920s, the population of the Departure Bay area had increased to the point that the schools could not accommodate all the students. With the closing of the Brechin Mine, the population centre had shifted and a new school site was chosen closer to the centre of town. • A four-room school was built, a basement room soon added, and in 1938–39 a new wing was built. 1921 New Lantzville School • The population had grown to the point where the coal company donated a piece of land and the Department of Education built a new two-room school. “Grant Mine School”, it was called. • This building is not the Centennial Hall. 1922 Thomas Hodgson School • The High School remained in the North Ward building until 1922, when it was moved to a building on Wentworth Street — formerly the Nanaimo Agricultural Society. 1922 Jericho Hill School • Vancouver’s programs for the deaf and the blind were combined into a residential/day school program serving 62 children. This program became the responsibility of the Provincial Department of Education and ultimately became known as Jericho Hill School. 1925 Putnam-Weir Survey • This was a survey of the school system to examine curriculum, administration, and finance. Its recommendations with regard to Special Education included the modification of curriculum for the mentally handicapped, the establishment of opportunity classes and special schools and facilities. 1927 Brechin Elementary becomes a Superior School • At first the school was for elementary students only, but in 1927 it was converted into a Superior School. It wasn’t until the 1930s that the school returned to being an elementary school only — a position it has held ever since. 1930 Old Central School renamed • The Selby Street Building, Old Central School, became the centre for senior high classes, and the name was changed to “John Shaw School”. 1930 Thomas Hodgson becomes a Junior School • Thomas Hodgson School became a junior high school housing grades 6–9. The senior high classes were then housed at John Shaw — formerly Old Central School. 1932 Kidd Committee • The Great Depression confronted the provincial government with major economic problems. This Committee was empowered to review the Provincial finances and budgetary dilemmas. 1935 King Commission • This Commission was charged with bringing in recommendations on school finance. The report proved unpopular, although a number of its recommendations were implemented years later. 1942 Nanaimo and Ladysmith boundary merger • 1942, July: The Nanaimo-Ladysmith Unified School District was approved by the Council of Public Instruction. • Supervisory, health, guidance, and testing services were provided for the rural schools. • An improved system of pupil grouping makes possible provision for individual differences. • This covered all schools from Lantzville to Ladysmith. 1950 John Barsby and Woodlands • The Thomas Hodgson School was in active use until the early 1950s, when it was demolished. • John Barsby and Woodlands Junior Schools were then built to take its place. 1950 B.I.S. Co. opens • The Boys’ Industrial School of Coquitlam opens in Coquitlam in the early 1950s. This is important for Nanaimo because it eventually moves to S.D. 68 in the early 1960s. 1953 New Lantzville school • In 1953, a new school was built on a new site. 1955 Special approvals • 1955–1982 — Special Approvals increased dramatically during this time, which is a reflection of the extent to which Special Education programs were developing around the province. 1958 Royal Commission • This Commission was to inquire into the various phases of the provincial system, with particular attention to programs of study and achievement. The Commission paid little attention to Special Education, but it did recommend the enlargement of Jericho Hill School, expansion of programs for the deaf, expanded research and training of teachers of the hearing impaired, and the establishment of a Junior Vocational Program. • This vocational program resulted in the establishment of Occupational Programs, which persisted for over a decade and became the major response at the secondary level to students with special needs. 1959 Hospital Homebound Service • Nanaimo School District began this service in 1959. However, it was not made available to secondary school students until 1971. 1960 Brannon Lake opens • This school is a branch of the B.I.S .Co. from Coquitlam (see 1950, above). The program is designed for boys under 21 years of age. Boys were sent there either through a referral from a social worker or through the court system. • It was renamed in the 1970s as the “Island Youth Centre”. 1961 Special Counsellor • Hugh Taylor was the first “special counsellor” for the junior high schools. • Christopher Robin (see 1970 for a description) joins S.D. 68 and the building is renovated in 1962 and expanded in 1964. • Teaching principals placed at Christopher Robin, Quennel, Dufferin Crescent, Princess Royal and Pauline Haarer. 1965 Special pay for special teachers • The Board approved payment of allowances to special teachers. Teachers of retarded children were included among those who qualified to receive up to $300 a year extra. • The allowance was for teachers of the slow learner, and occupational, and retarded classes, who teach such classes at least 50% of the time. 1965 Quennel School • Two special classes were in portables behind Quennel School. 1966 Public meeting held at Mount Benson March 18, 1966 • This meeting was held at Mount Benson School. Mr. Taylor (supervisor of pupil personnel S.D. 68) discussed new trends. • Increased emphasis on early childhood education; more attention will be paid to checking speech and hearing defects in children and urged the need of a speech therapist in the district; he saw counselling services being extended to the elementary level and the employment of a school psychologist. One counsellor for every 300 pupils and one psychologist for every 1,500 pupils. He saw educational research being conducted on a local level. He said that Special Education is required for the retarded, of which there were 30 at the time. There were also seven classes for 100 slow learners and two remedial reading teachers assisting 40 children. • Gavin Halket (a school principal) stated that the Nanaimo School system needed a large guidance team comprised of specialists in various fields, to meet regularly and consider special problem cases. Like Mr. Taylor, he saw the need for school psychologists, counsellors, and remedial teachers. He added the need for a teacher of the emotionally disturbed and for a Director of Special Education. • Dr. Sven Jensen (a psychiatrist) spoke in favour of a speech therapist, a school psychologist, and that special attention be paid to the gifted child. 1967 Start of Special Education in S.D. 68 • Gordon Brown was the first Special Counsellor. He ran Special Services for the district at the time (14 special classes). • The Special Counsellor position was created for students with learning and/or adjustment problems. • Three remedial reading teachers serve the district. • Northfield had a class for “underachievers.” • This was a financially difficult year for S.D. 68, and most special programs were eliminated as a result. • School Health Program and Dental Services were available (teacher-nurse conferences, health teaching, counselling, immunizations, and vision and hearing services). 1968 IEP Recognition at Princess Anne • Two teachers, Mrs. Vint and Mrs. Clark, won high commendation for their work on IEPs at a January 1968 School Board meeting. • Principal Harrison declared that “results have proved very worthwhile” for all students. • The individualized instruction program at Princess Anne was the only one of its type in B.C. and was being watched by educators everywhere on the continent. • In such a program, children would develop more critical thinking habits, broader horizons of interest, greater awareness of and respect for authors and poets. 1968 Workshop at NDSS • 1968, March: a workshop was held at NDSS for Nanaimo teachers. The theme of the workshop was the individualizing of instruction. • The philosophy of the concept was studied and practical ways of implementing and administering such a plan were explored. • The concept acknowledges that each child learns at a different rate; that each child has his or her own particular set of interests, through which he/she may learn what is needed; that different abilities are not necessarily to be labeled “superior” or “inferior”; that the possibility of success is very important to motivate a student to learn; that knowledge is so vast no one can dare say what are the most important things to learn. 1968 Semester system at NDSS • This system was an experimental plan. • It was expected that such a plan would be of benefit to many kinds of students. • Those who do not succeed in all their subjects might be able to overcome their deficiency without losing a year. • Opportunities for enrichment and program extensions can be provided, and school resources can be more effectively employed. 1968 No “Special Education” administration • Christopher Robin and a few special classes remained in the district, but that was all. There were a few classes in Ladysmith but they were not part of S.D. 68 at the time. 1968 Provincial Division of Special Education • The Department of Education in B.C. recognized the need for leadership and direction in Special Education at the provincial level and created a Special Education Division. 1970 Island Youth Centre • B.I.S. Co. at Brannon Lake became known as Island Youth Centre, which operated as more of a treatment facility for youth (that became co-educational) but closed in 1982–83. 1970 Development of Guidelines • The Department of Education created a guide for school districts in the development of their programs and to ensure that programs met funding criteria. 1970 Christopher Robin School • Christopher Robin, a special school for students designated into the low-incidence category, was started as a private institution under the name NARCO. • It later (1981) became known as Harbourview, upon the recommendation of Sheila Elgie, a parent of a child attending the school. The reason was that the name of the school wasn’t appropriate for older students. • All low incidence students were placed at this school, which was a totally self-contained program for grades K–12. • This special school enrolled approximately 40–50 students and was ungraded. It was composed of four small classrooms and focused the program around community activities. • This program was staffed with four teachers, four teacher assistants, and one principal. 1971 Hospital and Homebound Service • This service became available to secondary students in 1971. 1972 First Director of S.S.S. in S.D. 68 • Tom Beams arrived from Ladysmith School District as the first Director of Special Education in Nanaimo. • Ray Russell arrived from Ladysmith as the first district psychometrician. 1972 Learning Assistance • Remedial education programs and those for the Educable Mentally Handicapped were combined for grant approval purposes. • The concept of Learning Assistance was created in an attempt to move away from labels and to encourage programming within the mainstream of education: This concept reflected the Resource Teacher models that were becoming prevalent in the literature at the time. • A secondary-level committee was established to review the existing Occupational Programs. 1972 Northfield Alternate School • 1972, September: Northfield was the first alternative school to be established under the Rehabilitation Program in 1972. • It consisted of four teachers (including one teaching principal), 3.0 FTE TAs, and 2.0 FTE child-care counsellors (Ministry of Human Resources). 1972 Aboriginal Education • A growing awareness of the problems of Aboriginal children prompted the Provincial Government to hire a consultant on Indian Education, and to include these in the Special Approval system for funding purposes. 1973 Secondary Rehabilitation Program • 1973, September: This marked the beginning of the Secondary Rehabilitation Program in S.D. 68. • There was no provincial financial support through Special Approvals to cover either the administration costs of the Office of Special Services or the costs of the Testing and Measurement program. • This program provided an alternative educational opportunity for students who have experienced great difficulty at school or who have dropped out of secondary school, have a record of anti-social activities in school and in the community, and have inadequate or inappropriate interpersonal relationships. • There were three Rehabilitation programs offered in S.D. 68 at this time: Five Acres, Northfield and Thuq Min (formerly Shell Beach). There was always a waiting list for each school. 1973 Inter-ministerial planning • One of the first examples of inter-ministerial planning resulted in the creation of Rehabilitation Programs. These programs were intended to provide alternative educational programs to adolescents with social and/or emotional problems. 1973 Provincial Co-ordinator positions • To support school districts in the provision of Special Education programs, the Ministry of Education established Provincial Co-ordinator positions for Visually Impaired, Hearing Impaired, Speech and Language Therapy, Learning Assistance/Learning Disabilities, Mentally and Physically Handicapped, and Gifted. 1974 ESL Program created in Nanaimo • When the ESL program was first provided, the teachers were all itinerant and spread around the school district. There was little or no teaching equipment or supplies for ESL. • In 1975 the ESL program was only a lunch-hour program with two or three lunch-hour sessions per week. • 1974–1975 — English as a Second Language Program was created with 3.0 FTE itinerant teachers each serving five schools. • The major ethnic group spoke Punjabi. 1975 Counselling Program • Dan Dalton was the first district counsellor hired in Nanaimo. • In 1976 four more counsellors were hired into the district. 1975 Guthrie Centre opens • On the same property as the Island Youth Centre at Brannon Lake was the Guthrie Centre, which was established as a diagnostic and receiving centre. • The Guthrie Centre provided service for the Malahat North Region on Vancouver Island and provided services for 13–18-year-olds who were sent there for a behavioural assessment. • This program was residential and co-educational. There was one teacher who was responsible for instruction and assessments. 1975 Special schools closed in Vancouver • The population of Jericho Hill School continued to decrease to the point where they closed their doors and caused the Ministry to announce a policy favouring a continuum of services for hearing-impaired and visually-impaired children, preferably in their home school district. • Provincial Resource Centre for the Visually Impaired was created along with other provincial support programs. 1977 Hearing Impaired Program • September: A district-wide program was established in the 1977–1978 school year for all regular classroom pupils with hearing impairment. • The teacher of the Hearing Impaired provided direct instruction to severely-impaired children three or four times per week and was available for consultation on a regular basis with the teachers of children with less-severe hearing loss. • The teacher of the hearing impaired also provided general consultation for parents, including the teaching of sign language. • This teacher also provided audiological testing of children to detect new hearing problems. 1978 Child Development Centre • The Nanaimo Child Development Centre was completed and opened its doors in 1978. • The Cerebral Palsy Centre on Estevan Street closed and the multiple handicapped class at Princess Ann picked up more students. 1978 Special Learning Assistance Classes – Elementary • There were three special Learning Assistance classes in the district, one class providing special help for elementary school pupils who were neurologically handicapped and two classes for educable mentally retarded pupils. • Financial support for these classes was received as part of the special approvals for Learning Assistance Programs. • These special classes were located in three elementary schools: Dufferin Crescent, Pauline Haarer, and Quennell Elementary School. • Dufferin Crescent: This program was for the neurologically handicapped and operated as an integrated program with the Minister of Human Resources. The program had a 0.5 FTE childcare counsellor working with the class. • Pauline Haarer: Educable Mentally Retarded Class for elementary students. The program had 1.0 FTE teacher and no TA or childcare counsellor. • Quennel: Educable Mentally Retarded Class with a focus on Intermediate-age students. The program had 1.0 FTE teacher, no TA, and no childcare counsellor. 1978 Hospital Homebound Service • September: There were 2.0 FTE working in the hospital/homebound program – one for secondary and one for elementary students. The teachers were required to submit a formal report each month to Mr. Tom Beams, the co-ordinator of Special Services. • Referrals to the Hospital and Homebound program were made directly by the school principal by leaving a message at the hospital. Other referrals were made by simply finding students in the hospital, receiving phone calls from school counsellors and teachers, and/or by parents or the office of Special Services. 1978 S.D. 68 Teacher of the Hearing Impaired Hired • Allan Torgerson was hired as the first teacher of the hearing impaired. 1978 Basic Skills Development Program • An extension of the elementary Learning Assistance classes providing services for educable mentally retarded (EMR) students was newly established for secondary students at the beginning of the 1978–79 school year. • The program initially served 14 secondary-school-aged EMR students at John Barsby Junior Secondary School. The program was staffed with 1.0 FTE teacher and 1.0 FTE TA. 1978 Thuq’ Min Alternative School on Chemainus Reserve • September: The Shell Beach Alternative School (Thuq’ Min) for secondary students from the Chemainus Reserve was established, with school district funds. Only 10 students were accepted into the program, which was taught by one teacher, Mr. Rudi Van der Vegt, along with 1.0 FTE TA. Counselling assistance was provided by two Chemainus Band social counsellors. 1979 Director of Special Education in Nanaimo • Mr. Tom Beams — Director of Special Education in S.D. 68. • Mr. Beams started a small program of elementary counsellors, which was a new concept in Special Education in the province. He contacted the Counselling Psychology program at UBC and learned that there were only three graduates of the program. Mr. Ross had graduated from UBC and was working in Kelowna at the time. 1979 S.D. 68 hires Area Counsellor • Mr. Ross was hired into S.D. 68 as an area counsellor for the south end of the school district and had responsibilities in nine schools: North Oyster, Davis Road, Ladysmith Intermediate, Ladysmith Primary, North Cedar, The Diamond, Waterloo, Waterloo Annex, and Woodbank. • Mr. Ross’ schedule was such that he spent one half-day at each school, and Friday afternoon was used for administrative purposes. • No ESL programs under the Student Support Services umbrella. 1979 Kaalk Kwe Natal • This program began in a portable behind Davis Road School and was a private institution prior to its location at Davis Road. Una Houghton was the teacher who operated this program, until she was 82 years of age. This was a highly-respected program and the students were very successful in the community. The students in this program ranged in cognitive ability. • Low Incidence Program located in a portable behind Ladysmith Primary School. These students were not included in any of the Primary School classes. • This program was staffed with one teacher and one teacher assistant. 1979 S.D. 68’s School Psychologist • Mr. Russell was the only school psychologist in the district at the time. He worked out of an office in the Student Services building on Selby Street. If a student in the district required a psycho-educational assessment he/she was often brought to the school psychologist’s office on Selby Street, but he did go out to the schools because not all parents had transportation. 1979 VAST Centre opens • VAST — Vocational Adult Secondary Training began as a second chance for teenaged school dropouts. There were many reasons for students enrolling in the VAST program. Some young people experienced difficulty coping with various distractions at secondary school, with a resulting deterioration of grades. Many students had to drop out of the regular system because of family difficulties, a desire to enter the work force, pregnancy, or serious problems with one or more teachers. There is no definitive profile of the VAST students; they have individual reasons for having quit the regular system. • There are two levels of the VAST program: VAST 3 and VAST 4. This material provides upgrading to Grade 10 and Grade 12 equivalency. It is also expected that students attend the Centre for at least eight hours per week. • The VAST Centre is open during the evening four nights per week for students who are working or who have daytime commitments, or prefer to work in the evening. Teachers attend to student needs on an individual basis. There are three Apple computers available for student use and one of these is used for administrative purposes as well. • Staffing consists of one principal, three teachers, and one secretary. Students can participate in the District Work Experience Program and there are opportunities to attend information sessions with representatives from agencies such as Canada Employment and Immigration Services. 1979 University Women’s Club presentation to the Board (Action Nanaimo) • The University Women’s Club prepared a proposal for a quality daily PE program and presented it to the Board. • The focus of the daily PE program was to increase the fitness level of students at both the elementary and secondary levels. 1979 Student Support Services Team created • The Student Support Services team at the office on Selby Street was composed of one school psychologist, five area counsellors, one teacher for the visually impaired, one teacher for the hearing impaired, and two First Nations co-ordinators. • There were no speech and language pathologists hired to the school district but services were contracted through the Nanaimo Health Unit. • There were no resource room programs in any of the schools at this time. • There was Learning Assistance in every school in the district. • There were 2.0 FTE teachers for the hospital/homebound: one for secondary and one for elementary students. • There were two district programs at Dufferin Crescent: A Severe Behaviour program and an EMH Class (Educable Mentally Handicapped). • There was also one EMH class at Quarterway and two EMH classes at Rock City. 1979 Learning Disabilities • Learning Disabilities (LD) was not a popular designation at this time. It was considered to be more of a learning style than a disability. A teacher would notice that the student was not performing as well as expected and strategies would be put into place to assist/ accommodate the student in the regular classroom. 1980 Action Nanaimo Pilot Project • The School Board liked the proposal presented by the University Women’s Club and approved a pilot study at four elementary schools. The schools were Seaview, Rutherford, Gabriola, and Departure Bay. • Glen Digeorgio was the project co-ordinator. • The Pilot Project was very successful and was to be expanded to include all students at all levels. 1980 De-institutionali-zation • The process of downsizing and/or closing residential facilities was accelerated by the ministries of Health and Human Resources. This resulted in the return of existing residents to community-based programs and the maintenance of young clients in community settings. • Immigration increased substantially in this same period, requiring more ESL programs. • There was also an increase in the enrolment of severely and profoundly handicapped students during this time period. • CHANCE program, created by the Ministry of Human Resources, established funding to support the admission of severely and profoundly handicapped children to school. The funds were primarily intended to provide personal care attendants. 1980 S.D. 68 Vision Program begins • Jennifer Elgie became the first teacher of the visually impaired. 1980 Indian Education • Bill White ran the program for Indian Education in the district. This was operated out of Selby Street. There were 1.5 FTE staff at the time. 1980 Junior High ESL Program created at John Barsby • In 1979, 10 students were enrolled at NDSS with an additional 11 students enrolled at other junior high schools, all receiving services from one ESL teacher. • In 1980 the enrolment had increased to 15 ESL students at NDSS, and the numbers had grown at John Barsby because of an influx of Vietnamese students. • John Barsby became the junior-high ESL Centre. In the mid-eighties the number of ESL students at John Barsby rose to 45. 1980 Two education systems • At this time there were two separate educational systems in this school district: A Special Education System and a Regular Education System. • There was no integration of these two systems. The Director did not attend any of the school principals’ meetings and did not attend any district management-level meetings. • At this time, the student who would have been designated into the “high incidence” designation was present in regular education without a label. • There was no categorizing of students into designation categories and students were not described by their disability(ies). 1981 Christopher Robin undergoes name change • Christopher Robin became known as Harbourview upon the recommendation of Sheila Elgie, a parent of a child attending the school. • The reason given was that the name “Christopher Robin” wasn’t appropriate for the vast age range of its students. 1981 Action Nanaimo • Action Nanaimo was in full operation and was focused on including all students – with special attention to include students with special needs. • Glen Digeorgio was the program co-ordinator and Jody Butler was the assistant co-ordinator. • The co-ordinator positions were itinerant, as a major emphasis was on teacher in-service. An additional component of the position was to create learning resources — some of which are still in use today. • Action Nanaimo ceased to exist in its original format in 1987, when budget cuts eliminated the itinerant co-ordinator positions. 1981 VAST Satellite Centre opens • September: A second VAST Centre was created near Rutherford. • This centre was closed in June 1982 due to fiscal restraint. 1981 New – Director of SSS • Mr. Keith Forshaw — new Director of Student Support Services in S.D. 68. He had a vision of inclusive education and integration. He attended school principals’ meetings and executive level meetings. Mr. Forshaw spoke out publicly about inclusion and he let it be known that he was very dissatisfied with the former model of service delivery. • The numbers of students being identified into Ministry designation categories were increasing and more funding was received in Student Support Services (SSS). • Mr. Forshaw expanded the Speech and Language Pathologist program. 1982 Brannon Lake Facility closes • The Island Youth Centre at Brannon Lake closes. 1982 Guthrie Centre closes • The receiving and diagnostic centre at Brannon Lake closes. 1983 Acting Director SSS • Mr. Forshaw accepted a secondment to the Ministry of Education for one year and Ray Russell became the acting SSS Director. 1984 Sallassalton School created • Sallassalton School was created with funding from S.D. 68 Aboriginal Education with Ray Bereska as the Head Teacher. • The purpose of the school was to assist Aboriginal students, both on and off reserve, to be more successful in their academic programs. 1984 New Director of SSS • Mr. Forshaw returned to his position for a short period and then accepted a position with the Victoria School District as Director of SSS. • Mr. Dale Leopkey was then hired as Director of SSS in 1985. • Mr. Dale Leopkey was an inclusionist and ignited integration in S.D. 68. 1985 Identification explosion • There was an explosion in the identification of students with any type of disability. This occurred for two reasons: the first was that parents were becoming stronger advocates for their children and wanted them to be educated in their neighbourhood schools, and the second was that the B.C. government was beginning to fund Special Education by placing a dollar amount on each specific designation category. • Mainstreaming was becoming a strong movement in the USA. • An example of “over identification” could be easily observed in that there were no students designated with LD in 1980 but there were hundreds designated with LD in 1985. 1985 Special funding structure • In a further attempt to assist school districts in meeting the needs of their most handicapped students, the Ministry of Education established a special funding structure intended to provide financial assistance for school programs in residential treatment facilities, regional centers, and containment centers. 1986 Expansion of Student Support Services • At this time there was only one special class for students in the low incidence category, and it was school-based at Princess Anne Elementary school. • The severe behaviour classes were held at Dufferin Crescent and Brechin elementaries. • The special classes for the Educable Mentally Handicapped (EMH) were also held at Dufferin Crescent, Quarterway, and Rock City elementary schools. • There was a rigorous application process to follow in order to gain entry for a student into one of the district’s special classes. • A Central Screening Committee was created to assist with the application process to special programs. The committee was composed of the Director of Student Support Services, a provincial representative, a speech and language pathologist, a school psychologist, a regular class teacher, a learning assistance/resource room teacher and an elementary counsellor. This Central Screening Committee was very powerful in its operation. • The School-Based Team conducted the screening process for school programs and the team usually consisted of a referring classroom teacher, principal or designate, resource room/learning assistance teacher, area counsellor, psychologist, speech/language pathologist and other support staff as necessary. • Development of the ESL program. ESL teachers were hired to deal with the influx of students who required specialized ESL services. 1986 Co-ordinator of Student Support Services • Mr. Patrick Ross was now moved from the south end schools to become Co-ordinator of Student Support Services and also to become chairperson of the Central Screening Committee. • There were 8 student spaces in each of the district’s special classes. • It was most important that adequate documentation was collected prior to a screening committee meeting. • Once students were enrolled in one of the district special classes they were not transitioned back into regular school classes. These students moved on to modified programs at the high-school level. 1986 G/E Resource Teacher • June (1986) Appointment of a 0.5 Resource Teacher, Enrichment/ Gifted Education. 1986 Closure of Harbourview School (formerly Christopher Robin School) • This school was closed under the direction of Mr. Forshaw. • This was a very controversial and unpopular move by Mr. Forshaw. • Enrolment at Harbourview was dropping and there were students in their early 20s who had to be transitioned into the community. • It was a natural move to close this special school and place the remaining students in their neighbourhood schools. • The neighbourhood schools were quite vocal about the lack of resources and expertise available to accommodate these low incidence students. 1986 New District Principal of SSS • Mr. Ross became District Principal of Student Support Services. 1987 Indian Education Program Review • This report describes the methods, procedures, and findings of a review of Indian Education Programs as existing in S.D. 68 during the period April 30, 1979 to September 1987. • The review was designed to serve two purposes: (1) To collect descriptive information about the allocation of resources, and (2) to provide descriptive and statistical information that would be useful for future improvement of Indian Education Programs. 1987 District E/G Advisory Committee formed • February: Formation of District Advisory Committee, E/G Education. 1987 Catalyst Teachers: Enrichment / Gifted Education • Spring: Development of Catalyst Teacher Program, Elementary, District In-Service component of the School Based E/G Programming. • June: Increase District Staff from 0.5 FTE to 1.5 Resource Teachers, E/G Education. • In October 1987, a group of 23 teachers from 21 elementary schools in S.D. 68 began a District Level Professional Development Program co-ordinated and presented by Helen Webster, G/E Resource Teacher. • Fall: Development 5-Year Plan, E/G Education. 1987 Alternate Schools created • When Harbourview School was closed it was immediately converted to house the already-existing alternative school called Five Acres. • VAST was in operation at this time. 1987 Action Nanaimo ends • Action Nanaimo ceased to exist in its original format in 1987, when budget cuts eliminated the itinerant co-ordinator positions. 1987 Move toward school-based special services • The low incidence program was now expanded to the secondary school level. Woodlands Secondary had the first low incidence class. • The Central Screening Committee ceased operation. • The Resource Room movement began. Six elementary schools were provided with 0.3 FTE educator to assist with special needs students. • Schools were empowered to handle their Special Education students on site. 1987 Secondary Site-Based Alternative Program • NDSS created the first part-time on-site district alternative program. • Sherry Elwood was the pioneer alternative education teacher in the district. • Six years later each high school had an alternative program on-site. 1988 District structure changes • The structures of high schools in the district changed to accommodate grades 8–12. Four junior-high schools were converted to high schools, making a total of five high schools. 1988 Integration: Two levels of services • The attempt was being made to offer and promote a wide range of services to meet the increased demands. Two levels of services were being offered to support the work of the regular classroom teacher: — Level I: School based services, which are initiated by the school team. These services include modified programs, learning assistance, counselling, speech and language, hearing and vision services, resource rooms, ESL, Aboriginal Education, catalyst teachers, E/G, etc. — Level II: District-based services, which are available to further support Level I and to provide services beyond the school building. These services include psychometric assessment, special programs for the mentally handicapped, learning disabled, severe behaviour, and alternative education programs, hospital/homebound, containment centres, enrichment/gifted, and teaching assistants (personal care attendants). 1988 Rehabilitation, Severe Behaviour, and Elementary Counselling Programs – External Review • January: The Nanaimo School District requested a team to prepare an external evaluation of these programs. The Team members were Trevor Cole (Elementary Counsellor, S.D. 65, Cowichan), Bob Carpenter (Elementary Counsellor, S.D. 69, Qualicum), Diane Muir-Cleveland (Special Educator, S.D. 34, Abbotsford), and Tom Watson (Director of Instruction, S.D. 69, Qualicum). • Two segregated programs were visited during the Team’s review. The Primary Program with 8 students housed at Dufferin Crescent Elementary, and the Intermediate Program with 4 students situated at Rock City Elementary. • The two programs each have one teacher, one child-care worker, and one teacher aide. 1988 Catalyst Teachers: Enrichment / Gifted Education • January: Formation of Secondary Planning Committee. • March: In-Service of Secondary Contacts and Planning Committee members. • June: 2.0 full-time Resource Teachers 1988 Elementary Counselling Program – An Internal Review • March: This review was conducted to serve four purposes: (1) to meet Ministry guidelines and Board expectations of improving programming; (2) to collect descriptive and statistical information about allocation of resources; (3) to provide an opportunity for client input; and (4) to evaluate the data gathered and make formal recommendations. The review committee members were Brad Kent, Muriel Gustavson, Kathy Goldsmith, Dennis Mullins, Clare Taylor, Micheline Cawley, Mike McKee, and Kelly McKee. 1988 Severe Behaviour Programs – Special Education Services – Program Review • March: committee members were Gerald Berry, Principal, Dufferin Crescent; Robin Clements, Teacher, Primary Severe Behaviour Program; Courtney Hook, Teacher, Intermediate Severe Behaviour Program; Pat Kilner, TA, Primary Severe Behaviour Program; Cathie Andrew, Family Support Worker, Primary Severe Behaviour Program; Christine Scott, Family Support Worker, Intermediate Program. • The Primary Severe Behaviour Class is located at Dufferin Crescent School and has 8 students enrolled. It has a full-time teacher, a teaching assistant, a Family Worker and a school team. • The Intermediate Severe Behaviour Class is located at Rock City School, and has 5 students enrolled. It has a full-time teacher, a teaching assistant, a Family Worker and a school team. 1988 Special Education Services Program Review of Secondary Rehabilitation Programs • March: The purpose of the review process was to create an accurate snap-shot of a particular Special Education Program or Service. The committee members were Glen Digeorgio, Sherry Elwood, Sharon Fearon, Graham Gates, Neil Goldsmith, Bill Hatton, and Lori Tanner. • Each of the various rehabilitation programs in the district can be divided into two groups; those focusing on Grade 8–10 upgrading, such as found at Northfield and Five Acres, and those providing for Grade 11 and 12 upgrading located at the Nanaimo District Secondary School. A third program, located at Ladysmith, has elements of both of the aforementioned, but has a largely-VAST educational component for student upgrading in Grades 8–10. • The NDSS programs, although essentially academic by nature, do offer varied experiences in elective choices. One program permits the students to access electives in the “regular” school and the other contains a pre-employment work experience program providing students access to placement in the work force within the community. 1988 A Study of Service Delivery Issues in Special Education: Integrated and Specialized Services Compared • October: this study, basically a literature review of Integration, was prepared by Maryanne McCarthy-Senebald, VOYA Consulting. 1988 A Review of Selected Special Education Programs • November: The review was designed to serve two major purposes: (1) to collect and summarize information and opinion about selected S.D. 68 Special Education programs; and (2) to provide information and recommendations which will be considered in future planning and development decisions. • Team members were Hannah Main, Co-ordinator, Special Education Branch (Ministry of Education); Laurie Meston, District Resource Teacher (S.D. 42, Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows); Hal Seybold, Director of Instruction (S.D. 85, Vancouver Island North). 1988 Mentally and Physically Handicapped – Special Education Services Program Review • November: Internal Review Committee members were Doreen Doerr, Principal; Karen Birch, TA (Primary Life Skills); Marti Jeacock, Teacher (Intermediate Life Skills); Donna Klockars, Itinerant Teacher (District Staff); Maris McKenzie, Teacher (Multiply Handicapped); Iris Mennie, SLP (District Staff); Cindy Parsons, Teacher (Rutherford School); and Noreen Utley, TA (Harbour View School). • The Special Services Programs under study are the programs for the Trainable Mentally Handicapped at: Harbour View School, Dufferin Crescent (Intermediate Life Skills Program), and Princess Anne (Primary Life Skills); Programs for the Severe-Profound Handicapped at Woodlands Secondary School (Multiply Handicapped Class); and programs for the physically handicapped at Ladysmith Primary and Rutherford Elementary. 1989 ESL Program moves to NDSS • In 1989, the high-school ESL Program enrolling 60 ESL students moved to NDSS. • The elementary ESL program grew along with the secondary program adding more ESL students and teachers annually. • The total numbers have increased from approximately 160 ESL students in 1982, with about 8 FTE teachers, to the present 362 ESL students with 10.5 FTE teachers. Presently the largest ethnic group speak Vietnamese. 1989 Wiseman School • The Ministry of the Attorney General developed a contract with the school district to create Wiseman School. It was composed of a Head Teacher (Greg Gow), a classroom teacher, and an education assistant. The program could accommodate up to 24 students: 12 students from Wiseman House, a residential facility operated through the Salvation Army, and up to 12 students from day-programs in the community. 1989 Catalyst Teachers: Enrichment / Gifted Education • January: Secondary Planning Guide accepted by the Board forming basis of Secondary School-Based Programs. • May: secondary-school based proposals accepted for funding of pilot projects. • September: E/G programs implementation at all secondary schools, pilot projects. • September: Funding in place for 10 days release time for Catalyst Teachers, 12 elementary-school pilot projects. 1989 VAST – A Program Evaluation • May: A VAST Evaluation Report that evaluated eight themes was completed. The report indicated that most desired outcomes of the program appeared to be occurring except for the goal of academic and intellectual growth. The VAST evaluation team consisted of Rick Williamson (Principal, VAST, S.D. 70), Ron Dale (VP–NDSS), Tony Bullock (teacher, S.D. 71), and Jamie Brennan (Co-ordinator, Adult Special Education, Malaspina College). • The VAST Program operates out of a rented facility on Strickland Street in the south end of the city of Nanaimo. This district facility is consistent with studies that suggest that such programs should be housed some distance from other schools. The program began in 1979 as a second chance for teenaged school dropouts. There was a second VAST Centre near Rutherford, which was open from September 1981–June 1982. Fiscal restraint caused this satellite centre to be closed. 1990 Special Education Technology • Schools were encountering the registration of students who were totally technology-dependent and requiring life-support systems. 1990 Special Education – Services Program External / Internal Review of the Enrichment / Gifted Education Program • October: Internal Review. Team members were Keith Allen, Gary Greer, Mary Jerome, Jeet Purhar, Claire Smith, and Helen Webster. The review was designed to serve two major purposes: (1) to collect and summarize information and opinion about selected S.D. 68 Special Education programs; and (2) to provide information and recommendations which will be considered in future planning and development decisions. • Enrichment/Gifted Education is an integral part of the S.D. 68 commitment to educate by enabling each student to pursue excellence, to experience success, and to realize maximum personal potential. The program is designed to provide a range of general enrichment activities and specialized gifted options that meet a continuum of assessed needs among those students requiring differentiated education programs, and/or services beyond those normally provided by the regular school program. 1990 Resource Room Programs in every school • During the late 1980s and early 1990s, there was a focus on having a resource room program in every school. • Mr. Ross became Director of Student Support Services. • Mr. Leopkey became the Assistant Superintendent of Student Support Services. 1990 Catalyst Teachers • Catalyst teacher in every school (0.1 FTE–0.2 FTE) with a District Resource Teacher (1.0 FTE—salary plus a bonus for a job with “special responsibility”); secondary schools had a Resource Teacher as well as special classes (Honours, Advanced Placement, Baccalaureate). 1991 District Co-ordinator • Trish Joly became District Co-ordinator of G/E (Elementary and Secondary) • Catalyst teacher in every school (up to 0.2 FTE, depending on school population); secondary schools were given a block amount, depending on population. 1991 ESL Program Responsibility changes hands, and comes back again • Originally the ESL program was under the auspices of the Supervisor of Special Services, Tom Beames. • In 1991 the ESL program became the responsibility of Gerald Fullan, Director of Modern Languages. • Since 1991, it has returned to Student Support Services under Assistant Superintendent Dale Leopky. 1991 Special Education – Services Program External / Internal Review of the Enrichment / Gifted Education Program • January: External Review. Team members were Julie Davis (Saanich), Don Knowles (UVic.), Diane Austin (Cowichan). The review was designed to serve two major purposes: (1) to collect and summarize information and opinion about selected S.D. 68 Special Education programs; and (2) to provide information and recommendations which will be considered in future planning and development decisions. 1991 School Psychology Program Review • June: Internal Review Committee consisted of William Benson, Bonnie Fulford, Robert Gilbert, Bruce Nirmal, and Dale Leopkey. • Prior to 1987 there was a 1.0 FTE district psychometrician who operated through a “clinical model.” • From 1988–1991 the number of School Psychologists grew from 1.0 FTE to 4.0 FTE, with a fifth position being projected. 1991 The Big Shift • Most special classes have been closed and converted to resource room programs. • Every elementary school had a resource room program composed of a 0.6 FTE educator and 1.0 FTE Teaching Assistant. Resource Rooms became generic programs and their organization was dependent upon the needs of the school. • A 1.0 FTE IST, Donna Klockars, was hired as an Integration Support Teacher. • Mr. Ross began to develop the School-Based Team concept and was providing in-service to schools on S-BT development. This covered school-based screening process, pre-audit preparation, proposal writing for site-based alternate programs, etc. • Expansion of district SSS staff to include 6–7 SLP, Integration Support Teachers, and more school psychologists. • ESL Program grew and moved out from under the Student Support Services umbrella into the Curriculum Resource Center to be under the direction of John Godfreyson, Director. Mr. Godfreyson held responsibilities for the English as a Second Language services (ESL), First Nations (FN) programs, Primary Resource Teachers, Intermediate Resource Teachers and the Resource Teacher for the gifted. 1991 Northbrook Learning Centre opens • September: The centre opens with one full-time teacher (Tony Dobson) and one half-time teacher aide, Peggy Cogbill. Within months, the demands on the system and the pressures for more staff caused the system to be upgraded to include two FTEs, plus two half-time Teacher Aides. The centre operated on shift work and the teaching assignments covered Monday through Thursday, with the centre being “closed” on Friday—which almost never happened. 1991 Elementary and Secondary Resource Room Programs, Learning Disabled Programs and Educable Mentally Handicapped Programs Internal/External Review • December: Team members were Gerry Adams, Nancy Axford, Ron Busche, Robin Campbell, Cynthia Chelsom, Kathy Goldsmith, Jan Kennedy, Rick Rathy, and Paul Van Ryssel. • There are two district EMH programs (1 primary and 1 intermediate) located at Rock City Elementary School. These programs are designed to accommodate students who present mild handicaps in mental abilities. The focus of both programs is to help the students interact as independently as possible within the mainstream of the community. The development of skills, knowledge, and abilities is provided through academic, social, and vocational curricula. Student development is recorded, monitored, and reviewed through an IEP. • The students range in age from 6–10 years (Primary) and 11–14 years (Intermediate). Each class has a full-time teacher and a full-time (30 hours per week) teacher aide. There are currently 8 students enrolled in the Primary class and 9 in the Intermediate, to a maximum of 10. 1991 Learning Assistance (Elementary and Secondary) Program Review • December: Internal Review Committee consisted of Marilyn Brown, Sandra Dobson, Maureen Hancock and Sue Trebett. • The Learning Assistance Teacher, as part of the School-based Team, assists in the identification, educational placement, and programming for special needs students within the full-service school. • The Learning Assistance Teacher is responsible to the School Principal in co-operation with Assistant Superintendent – Special Programs and the Director of Instruction – Special Programs. 1992 Elementary Schools Enrichment / Gifted Review • A comprehensive list of questions was completed by the Catalyst Teacher at each school. Trish Joly, E/G Resource Teacher, compiled this report. 1993 Speech-Language Program Review • February: There are 47 schools (34 elementary and 13 secondary and alternate) in the district. These are currently served by 4.8 SLP positions — staffed by 6 people. There were 6.0 FTEs from 1989–1991, but then a reduction of 0.5 FTE in 1991–92–93. • Ministry of Education funding for SLP services is provided to the school district as part of the Special Health Services fiscal framework. One personnel unit ($59,430) is provided for every 1,700 students. Physiotherapy and occupational therapy consultation may also be provided within this framework. • The current model of service is comprehensive: it includes referral of any child in the district if communication impairment is suspected; evaluation; direct and consultative intervention service; in-service to teaching staff. • Service is provided on an itinerant basis, each SLP serving a certain number of schools on a regular schedule. 1993 New Assistant Superintendent of SSS • Mr. Patrick Ross became the Assistant Superintendent of Student Support Services. • He supported the growth of the Integration Support Teacher program and expanded it to include 6–7 FTE. • He created a “Skills for Life” program at each high school. • The “low incidence” program at Princess Anne Elementary continued but was changed to include a transition program to regular support programs and was not to remain a permanent placement for students when they could be transitioned to the regular classroom with appropriate supports in place. 1994 ESL Program Review • January: ESL Review Committee consisted of Jan Iverson, Louise Brittain, Herb Harrington Pene Jesske, Sharon Niddrie, Lytta Pereira, Claire Smith, and Brenda Stewart. • There are currently three models of Program delivery; itinerant, area centre, and school-based. The ESL Program is currently in transition from a district program to a school-based program. 1995 Reduction in District G/E Resource Teacher time • September: Catalysts (Elem.) and Resource teachers (Secondary) retained in schools and paid out of block amount. • Full-time District Resource Teacher reduced to 0.1 FTE. 1996 Sallassalton School closes • Sallassalton School was closed and the students were moved into their neighbourhood schools. 1997 New District G/E Resource Teacher • September: District Resource Teacher (Mary-Lynn Epps) 0.5 FTE, with elementary catalyst teachers retained. • Secondary schools retained their block funding. 1999 Wiseman School closes • Wiseman School closed due to government cutbacks. 1999 District Principal SSS appointed • Mr. Ross was still the Assistant Superintendent of SSS. • The Board created an additional position to assist in the work of SSS. • Ron Sandland was appointed as District Principal to assist the Assistant Superintendent of SSS. • Mr. Sandland was given the responsibility for the off-site alternate programs (Five Acres, Northfield, VAST Northbrook and Wiseman), as well as the task to conduct and lead a district review of Special Education. 1999 District Special Education Review • The Board of School Trustees requested a review of Student Support Services. (March 1, 1999) • This review was not completed due to the political climate at the time. 2000 Recommendation from G/E Staff • Recommended that a further review of the Secondary Enrichment Service Delivery Model continue. • Result: Did not occur but block funding continued. 2000 Acting District Principals - SSS • December 2000: Mr. Sean McKierahan became the District Principal of Student Support Services when the Assistant Superintendent was seconded to the Ministry – Field Services Branch. • Mr. McKierahan then accepted the principalship of John Barsby Secondary School starting in July 2000. • Micheline Cawley accepted the acting District Principalship of SSS. • Mr. Ross accepted the position of Dean of Student Services at Malaspina University College. 2000 Changes in G/E Catalyst Teacher time • Change from the school-based elementary catalyst teacher approach to the creation of 3.5 FTE elementary district positions with responsibilities in 7 zones. Janis Thorsen, Trish Joly, Darrell Letourneau, Mary-Lynn Epps, and Gerald Fallon were appointed. • Secondary school services determined by individual schools. 2001 No District Principal of SSS • Micheline Cawley appointed Director of the South Zone, and Student Support Services is integrated into all 3 zones with the assistance of three 0.6 FTE SSS Zone Co-ordinators. • There is no longer a position of District Principal of SSS or Assistant Superintendent of SSS. 2001 3 Directors of Education appointed • January 5, 2001, Micheline Cawley appointed Director of the South Zone. • Student Support Services is integrated into all 3 zones. As part of her area of responsibility, Micheline maintained over-all district responsibility for Special Education. 2001 3 Co-ordinators of SSS appointed • July 1, 2001, 3 co-ordinators were appointed to work with Directors of Education to integrate Student Support Services into each of the 3 zones. • Robin Cook – North Zone, Bob Esliger – South Zone, and Norman Sutherland – Central Zone. 2001 New Delivery System • New Delivery System 2001–02 based on survey of AOs and teachers distributed in September, 2001. • 25 AOs (70 %) and 90 teachers responded. • September (2001). Reduction to 2.7 FTE Elementary G/E Resource teachers with District duties (Janis Thorsen, Trish Joly, Darrell Letourneau). • Three Zone Director of Education positions were created. The district was divided into the South, Central, and North zones. • Three Zone Co-ordinator of SSS positions were created. One co-ordinator was placed in each zone. • This model was changed in December 2001 and the three Zone Co-ordinator positions were eliminated due to fiscal restraint. • The 5–6 FTE Integration Support Teacher Positions were eliminated. • 0.5 FTE Hospital/Homebound was eliminated. • 0.5 FTE Teacher of the Hearing-Impaired was eliminated. • 0.5 FTE School Psychologist was eliminated. • 2.0 FTE Resource Teachers for Gifted/Enriched were eliminated. 2002 Reduction in G/E Program • The G/E Program was reduced to 1.0 FTE (Trish Joly) with district responsibilities K–12 as well as acting as a liaison between S.D. 68 and Malaspina University College (Grade 12 students in courses at Malaspina U.C.). 2002 District Principal of Student Support Services • January 5, 2002: due to budget reductions, Micheline Cawley was appointed as District Principal of Student Support Services.   About Us | News & Events | Publications | Advocacy & Action | Social Justice | Issues in Education © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20140925,www.afairdeal.ca,http://www.afairdeal.ca/opera/sites/all/themes/afd_2014/mla_letter.js,404 Not Found Not Found The requested URL "/opera/sites/all/themes/afd_2014/mla_letter.js" was not found on this server.)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/05/education-reform-and-folly-of-school.html?showComment=1337899042657,Staffroom Confidential: Education reform and the folly of school choice Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Wednesday, May 23, 2012 Education reform and the folly of school choice I am a regular reader of Diane Ravitch's excellent blog Bridging Differences (http://blogs.edweek.org/edweek/Bridging-Differences/). She writes about the state of US education policy and she is very alive to the dangers of the current US reform movement. In particular, she sees clearly the relationship between "choice" and "public" and how parent choice can be used to undermine the public good - how what might seem to be best for one child is not necessarily best for all children. In a recent post, she writes about the changes being adopted in Louisiana: The key elements of Louisiana's reform are: a far-reaching voucher program, for which a majority of students in the state are eligible; a dramatic expansion of charter schools, with the establishment of multiple new chartering authorities; a parent trigger, enabling parents in low-performing public schools to turn their schools into private charters; and a removal of teacher tenure. The Jindal reforms were immediately hailed by a group of conservative state superintendents calling themselves "Chiefs for Change." The group's chairman, Tony Bennett, the state superintendent in Indiana, congratulated Louisiana and predicted that:  "These student-centered reforms will completely transform Louisiana and its students. Students will no longer have to settle for failing schools. Countless families will be able to select the best education option for their unique student's needs. And superintendents and principals will be empowered to hone faculties of talented, dynamic, and effective educators. Armed with these bold reforms, Louisiana will soon lead our country in quality public K-12 education." Sounds a lot like George Abbott and Christy Clark. "Students must be at the centre of their learning" is the first tag line on the BC government's bcedplan web page. Without any explanation, these calls to student-centred, student's first and student oriented have little meaning or substance. They only serve to create some artificial justification for reform by the inference that somehow students are not the centre of schooling. Of course such an inference is absurd - teaching students is the raison d'etre of school.  Louisiana wants to be "student centred" by redirecting public funding to charter (privately run & publicly funded) and private schools.  Both vouchers and charters are mechanisms for parents to receive public funding and then use this funding to choose their private or privately run school. With a voucher, parents get the funding and give the funding directly to the private school via the voucher. With a charter, the parent channels the funding to the charter via their student's enrollment, but the charter is independent from any government or public oversight . In both cases, public funding that used to support public schools that are publicly run is removed from the public system and re-allocated to the private system. There is no evidence that privately run schools that get public funding through vouchers or charters do better. In fact, the evidence is the opposite - charters often do worse. In addition, school choice and competition between schools results in segregation and stratifications - students with social capital and who can pay additional fees have more "choice" than those who don't and can't. In BC, student centred school choice comes in a few formats. First there is direct public funding of private schools - up to 55% of what a public school would recieve. Second, the BC government opened up the "catchment" areas of public schools. This allows parents to choose any school rather than requiring that they attend the neighborhood school. This has resulted in overcrowding at some schools and declining enrollment/closure of others. It has led to neighborhood "flight" by wealthier or simply more actively involved parents. Lastly, BC is allowing fee paying programs in public schools. In addition to special sport academies, Bill 36 will allows schools to charge for an International Baccalaureate program (an enriched academic program). The notion that all students will be better off if they can choose their school is predicated on the idea that competition will weed out poor performing schools or simply improve the quality of schools overall. However, this is not what happens. Competition, fees and choice result in some students going to schools that are enhanced through special programs, better funded through fees or simply better performing due to the socio-economic status of the student body. The other children remain at their neighborhood schools with declining enrollment. School choice might improve things for one particular child, but the results are disastrous for all children. Private choice leads to stratification along socio-economic lines. In the end, it denies the promise to children and society that a public system will "level the playing field" and provide equal opportunity for every child. A public system is not just about public funding. It is about fair and equal opportunity. This is why school choice - a market based approach - in whatever form, is anti-public. We should want not just a few good schools to choose, but rather that every school is good. Diane Ravitch concludes: All in all, the Jindal legislation is the most far-reaching attempt in the nation to de-fund, dismantle, and obliterate public education. Paul Pastorek, the former Louisiana state superintendent, calls this a "marketplace" approach, which is right. With no new funding, everyone gets to dip into the funds allocated for public schools and carve out a piece for themselves, for vouchers, charters, home-schoolers, and for-profit online providers. Is there any evidence that any of these changes will improve education? No, none whatsoever. Does the Jindal law follow the lead of any of the high-performing nations? No. But that's what "reform" means today. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 2:41 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 2 comments: Chris Wejr (mrwejr)May 24, 2012 at 3:30 PM Tara, great post - this is an area in which I am passionate about as well. I am all about choice for students within a school but school choice benefits primarily the middle class and does nothing for students in rural schools. I have written about this here in "School Choice: Maintaining the Hierarchies" http://chriswejr.com/2011/03/28/school-choice-maintaining-the-hierarchies/ReplyDelete ChristianMay 24, 2012 at 3:37 PM Independent schools in BC receive up 50% of the per student operating grant of the public school district in which they are found.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ▼  May (6) Cowichan Trustees take courageous stand Excerpt from Our Times article Education reform and the folly of school choice Specialist teachers speak out about Bill 22 BC's adult education program victim of "choice" Teacher morale and the role of Principals ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=20190&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 3, November/December 2009  Reaching the problem child By Robert Stelmach What is the problem? That’s often the first question. What can I do to fix it? That’s often the second. There are many others I can ask: questions about grades, life at home, even choice of friends. Each of these most likely will lead to other problems, more things to fix, and certainly more questions and still more problems. Which makes me think, can I fix things for someone else? Can I truly understand what a problem child is going through, so as to make the right choices for that child? Or am I fighting a loosing battle? Perhaps, there is another way. What if I start, not by thinking of the child as a problem, but as a person, let’s say a brand new friend? His name might be Jordan. So, what do I know about Jordan? This new beginning suggests a whole new series of questions. Where does he live? What does he really like to do? If he could have one wish, what would that wish be? And what can I do to encourage him to follow his dream? Now, if my friend Jordan is particularly difficult to deal with, perhaps I could think about what colour, plant, or animal he reminds me of, something that helps to smooth out his rough edges. When growing exotic plants or dealing with wild animals, one needs to be patient—take one step at a time. I could picture him as a young colt, a bit frisky, moody, and sometimes even cantankerous. But he is young, strong, and shows promise. It’s worth the effort. Then again, what if Jordan turns obnoxious, gets under my skin, or really pushes my buttons. Friction is inevitable, even with the best of students. However, when friction does occur, I could concentrate on a mantra, a word picture that puts difficult moments into perspective. I could think of Jordan as K2, a mountain in the Himalayas that has killed more climbers than any other. I could think as follows: K2 is nothing more than a mountain, while Jordan is nothing more than a child. “K2 K2.” The mountain has no intent to kill. “K2 K2.” One minute, the sun is shining. A moment later, a sudden storm literally chokes the mountain with snow, making survival almost impossible. “K2 K2.” Is this not true of Jordan as well—how he changes in an instant from amiable to outrageous, leaving me feeling the dagger of his words or eyes? “K2 K2.” What I need to realize and think about is that the dagger is not meant for me, but is pointed at the reflection of what really bothers him, something that has absolutely nothing to do with me. Like the storm, his anger is only an act of nature. And it is up to me to protect myself from that storm. And so I say, “K2 K2.” It is through my own strength of will that I will survive and walk away from this battle of wills unscathed. Helping a child like Jordan is not easy. There will always be setbacks. There will even be failures. It is also true that helping troubled kids is not for everyone. But, the rewards are as great as those for climbing K2 and surviving, or turning a wild horse into a winner. Though in cases like Jordan, the rewards are usually silent and within, the gift is greatly worth giving. I know from experience. I was once like Jordan. And who am I in this process, the teacher or the Kid Whisperer? I prefer to think of myself as the latter. Teaching can wait until I have won Jordan’s trust. Robert Stelmach, (aka MaxTell), troubadour, author, and musician. www.maxtell.ca.)
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(20141007,theybf.com,http://theybf.com/2011/03/15/finally-chris-brown-talks-openly-about-leaked-nude-pics,FINALLY: Chris Brown Talks Openly About Leaked Nude Pics | The Young, Black, and Fabulous Celebrity Gossip Never Looked So Good ® YBF on Twitter YBF on Facebook YBF on Instagram Feed HOME PHOTOS VIDEOS INTERVIEWS MUSIC TIPS VIDEO FINALLY: Chris Brown Talks Openly About Leaked Nude Pics Mar 15 | by _YBF For those of you who are still wondering (for whatever reason) if the leaked photo of Chris Brown nude were real or not, Chris is addressing the controversy inside for the first time.  Get the deets on what Chris said in a recent interview when asked about the pics inside...   C Breezy stopped by our homies over in Big Boy's Neighborhood to talk about this nude pic of him that is currently floating around the web. When asked by the radio crew about the pics, Chris said the pics are indeed of him.  He says he was fresh out the shower one day and he decided to treat a lady friend to a sneak peek of his goodies. And as they cracked jokes, Chris joined in the fun saying he is not ashamed of his body and does not regret the pics.  But he did point out he wasn't fully...a attention...in the pic either. No need to be ashamed boo....no need. So there you have it...Breezy fans can now say they know what he is packing.   Watch the interview here: Categories: Interviews Login to post comments PREVIOUS: Magazine Fab: Rihanna Opens Up To "Vogue" About Her Father's Betrayal NEXT: Jada, Willow, & Jaden Smith Do Dinner With Justin Bieber+Melanie Fiona's New "Gone and Never Coming Back" Vid Comments WANT YOUR OWN AVATAR? GET IT HERE. O.M.G he did leak the tape O.M.G he did leak the tape pic intentionally, from the interview i can tell the d**k didn't show a sign of a lady to entertain after shower, slim, tight a*s but he could have played cool Login to post comments by Anonymous 10:21 am - Jun 14, '12 OMG YOU SO FUCKIN SEXY OMG YOU SO FUCKIN SEXY CHRIS!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! Login to post comments by Anonymous 2:04 am - May 14, '12 Wowwww!! I lovedd the picture Wowwww!! I lovedd the picture man... and yeah ryt tht was after a shower :P Login to post comments by FuckMeChrisBrown 12:55 pm - Apr 18, '12 I myself don't care if he I myself don't care if he leaked the pic himself or not. Now on the other hand you can tell he was not 100% hard because anyone smart enough knows a fully hard d**k stands up at "attention" unless you just got a limp d**k lol, therefore he will be will be slightly if not alot more bigger an wider when fully hard. Smh just goes to show the mfaz saying its small either have swimming pools for p***ys or your just plain out stupid, an in that case you need to be going back to middle/high school to get a refresh course in sex ed. Again this is just my outlook on the sh*t so if you don't like it you can eat a d**k lol. Login to post comments by Anonymous 2:49 am - Mar 18, '11 I think he is sexy and so I think he is sexy and so what if he wanna get naked cuz I would too wit his fine ass. Now ppl actin like he just pulled a Ray J naw its just a dick pic not a sextape Login to post comments by Anonymous 10:40 am - Dec 22, '11 I think he is sexy and so I think he is sexy and so what if he wanna get naked cuz I would too wit his fine ass. Now ppl actin like he just pulled a Ray J naw its just a dick pic not a sextape Login to post comments by Anonymous 10:40 am - Dec 22, '11 HE'S SO FUKIN SILLY AND SO HE'S SO FUKIN SILLY AND SO NOT A GROWN ASS MAN! HE LEAKED THAT SHIT HIMSELF JACKASS! Login to post comments by Karlee 5:50 pm - Mar 17, '11 Zack Morris lookin' ass Zack Morris lookin' ass Login to post comments by Anonymous 12:17 am - Mar 17, '11 Sorry but he is not packing! Sorry but he is not packing! Some of u young bucks musta never seen a real grown man dick b4!!! Its a show-er...not a grower! It would not be any bigger hard and it is skinny as hell! But u guys will learn that w experience....size matters!!! Login to post comments by Anonymous 9:01 pm - Mar 16, '11 I love CB! But lets keep it I love CB! But lets keep it real CB leaked those pics Login to post comments by Anonymous 6:52 pm - Mar 16, '11 I think Fist leaked his nude I think Fist leaked his nude pics so that he could get some publicity for his new cd. I hope this backfire on him. Login to post comments by Big Lips Big Nose Nappy Hair Tar Baby aka Coal Black African 5:33 pm - Mar 16, '11 That was HILLARIOUS... umm.. That was HILLARIOUS... umm.. I thought he wasn't fully positioned (at work) b/c it was laying down... GOODGOOGLYMOOGLY... Breezy.. GOSH Login to post comments by TruthBeTold 4:42 pm - Mar 16, '11 THAT WAS A FUNNY INTERVIEW. THAT WAS A FUNNY INTERVIEW. Login to post comments by christal 3:43 pm - Mar 16, '11 He leaked those pics. Sick of He leaked those pics. Sick of hearing about chipmunk boy and his peen pics. Login to post comments by Anonymous 2:15 pm - Mar 16, '11 Cute interview but I believe Cute interview but I believe CB leaked those himself. I'm a fan and I don't believe it was an accident and I ain't mad about it. Now when he turns 25 he needs to hook his fans up with a sex tape. And to know that was him NOT erect. Lord have mercy! Personally I think his size is just right. For those who think his is a pencil d*ck I would question what y'all are working with cuz if your stuff is tight then his would sure nuff fit just right! Login to post comments by Bmore 1:52 pm - Mar 16, '11 LOL cosign! Sorry but you LOL cosign! Sorry but you women that want girth need to sit yo a** or tighten your ish up. This man is jusssst right lol Login to post comments by Anony 2:22 pm - Mar 16, '11 I so co-sign that..and I so co-sign that..and honestly I believe he leaked them himself for real..sorry CB I'm a fan of yours but I sure can see through the BS hunny.. Login to post comments by speaking of this ish.... 2:57 pm - Mar 16, '11 I so co-sign that..and I so co-sign that..and honestly I believe he leaked them himself for real..sorry CB I'm a fan of yours but I sure can see through the BS hunny.. Login to post comments by speaking of this ish.... 2:55 pm - Mar 16, '11 I think he leaked the photos I think he leaked the photos himself, lol. Whatever works for ya guy, you are packing some heat so nothing to be ashamed of. Login to post comments by Yardy 1:49 pm - Mar 16, '11 Oh. MY. Heavens!! lol. he Oh. MY. Heavens!! lol. he definitely has length. girth is average/ok, but LAWD...that length is SERIOUS!! If rih-rih had any chest congestion...he sure cleared that shyt up! LMFAO! Im sorry i had to say that. lmaooo. carry on! Login to post comments by NayNay 12:22 pm - Mar 16, '11 LMAO @ chest congestion LMAO @ chest congestion hahaha Login to post comments by Nellz 4:46 pm - Mar 16, '11 Oh. MY. Heavens!! lol. he Oh. MY. Heavens!! lol. he definitely has length. girth is average/ok, but LAWD...that length is SERIOUS!! If rih-rih had any chest congestion...he sure cleared that shyt up! LMFAO! Im sorry i had to say that. lmaooo. carry on! Login to post comments by NayNay 12:20 pm - Mar 16, '11 Oh. MY. Heavens!! lol. he Oh. MY. Heavens!! lol. he definitely has length. girth is average/ok, but LAWD...that length is SERIOUS!! If rih-rih had any chest congestion...he sure cleared that shyt up! LMFAO! Im sorry i had to say that. lmaooo. carry on! Login to post comments by NayNay 12:12 pm - Mar 16, '11 Oh. MY. Heavens!! lol. he Oh. MY. Heavens!! lol. he definitely has length. girth is average/ok, but LAWD...that length is SERIOUS!! If rih-rih had any chest congestion...he sure cleared that shyt up! LMFAO! Im sorry i had to say that. lmaooo. carry on! Login to post comments by NayNay 12:03 pm - Mar 16, '11 HIS FINE ASS CAN DO WHATEVA HIS FINE ASS CAN DO WHATEVA HE WANTS!!..HES FAMOUS!!..ILL TAKE HIM ANYDAY!! Login to post comments by Anonymous 11:59 am - Mar 16, '11 thats what im talkin bout thats what im talkin bout chris...Fuck It! Don't be ashamed and honestly you really don't have nothing to be ashamed of nice body and all. I wasn't offended.... SN: I'm actually feeling the blonde hair on this dude. Its strangely sexy :-/ Login to post comments by Anonymously Speaking 11:45 am - Mar 16, '11 rihanna did not leak her rihanna did not leak her picture because she is already featured on so many magazines. and besides that her face was all over the tv then with her cover girl,and gucci ads some one leaked the pictures to try and make her look bad and it has back fired on them and riri is still standing tall. the more people try to block her sun the more they are going to forever live in the dark in their own lives. Login to post comments by Anonymous 10:23 am - Mar 16, '11 Come on chris Brown you know Come on chris Brown you know you can't be send nude pics to just anyone. That's how they make money off you but hey I'm not mad at cha ha! Yeah! lol Login to post comments by Lishia 9:15 am - Mar 16, '11 Fugly peen. Thas all. Fugly peen. Thas all. Login to post comments by Anonymous 5:50 am - Mar 16, '11 ( http://www.voguecatch.us ( http://www.voguecatch.us ) Online Store,Get Name Brand Fashion From 12USD Now! Lv,Gucci,Prada,Coach,Chanel Women sandal is $30 DG,JUICY,Lv,Gucci,Coach Hand-bag price is $35 Polo,Locaste,Levis,EdHardy,Bape,Christan Audigier AF,COOGI Tshirt price is $12 ( http://www.voguecatch.us ) Jeans price is $34 Paypal accept,Door to Door services! 5 days arrive your home or you ( http://www.voguecatch.us ) ur friends’ adress by EMS,DHL,UPs click my link under here! @#$%^&*(@#$%^&*&^%$#@#$%^& Login to post comments by Afederer 4:11 am - Mar 16, '11 I gotta say though, he doesnt I gotta say though, he doesnt seem very upset at the " lady friend" who leaked these pics..mh Login to post comments by Anonymous 4:08 am - Mar 16, '11 ok, you people need to ok, you people need to understand..there´s blood penises, which are relatively small until they get hard, and there´s meat penises, who are pretty much the same size all the time, soft or hard. On way or the other, you wouldn´t know if his penis would get any bigger when fully erect. point blank Login to post comments by Anonymous 4:04 am - Mar 16, '11 LOL. This has to be the LOL. This has to be the funniest "informative" post I've read on this blog. Thanks for the clarification. Login to post comments by Katie 10:00 am - Mar 16, '11 ok, you people need to ok, you people need to understand..there´s blood penises, which are relatively small until they get hard, and there´s meat penises, who are pretty much the same size all the time, soft or hard. On way or the other, you wouldn´t know if his penis would get any bigger when fully erect. point blank Login to post comments by Anonymous 4:01 am - Mar 16, '11 He's clearly not hard in the He's clearly not hard in the pic. His dick is not standing up. CB is definitely packing damn... Login to post comments by Anonymous 12:46 am - Mar 16, '11 He's clearly not hard in the He's clearly not hard in the pic. His dick is not standing up. CB is definitely packing damn... Login to post comments by Anonymous 12:38 am - Mar 16, '11 he did own PR. kinda sad. he did own PR. kinda sad. Login to post comments by myMAMAsaid 12:36 am - Mar 16, '11 What straight black man dye What straight black man dye their hair? Faggot Login to post comments by Anonymous 11:40 pm - Mar 15, '11 Why are self proclaimed Why are self proclaimed straight men so afraid of gay men? What is it to you? why are you so damned concerned about the gays? Why does who someone else is boning matter so much to you that you gotta be hateful about it. Login to post comments by what 12:51 am - Mar 16, '11 Why are self proclaimed Why are self proclaimed straight men so afraid of gay men? What is it to you? why are you so damned concerned about the gays? Why does who someone else is boning matter so much to you that you gotta be hateful about it. Login to post comments by what 12:49 am - Mar 16, '11 Why are self proclaimed Why are self proclaimed straight men so afraid of gay men? What is it to you? why are you so damned concerned about the gays? Why does who someone else is boning matter so much to you that you gotta be hateful about it. Login to post comments by what 12:45 am - Mar 16, '11 What straight black man dye What straight black man dye their hair? Faggot Login to post comments by Anonymous 11:38 pm - Mar 15, '11 Poor Poor Chris! www.benaturallyjazzy.com <<<<<<<<<<<<<<<< Join us in Celebrating Natural Beauty! ~Total Indulgence Healthy Hair Gift Set~ An array assortment of some of our very best hair care goodies all in one unique low price set! In this awesome package you will be treating yourself to: 8 oz. African Zuri Nywele Deep Cleansing Black Soap Shampoo 8 oz. Organic Restorative Leave In Detangling Conditioner 6 oz. Organic Soothe & Nourish Hair and Scalp Oil 8 oz. Coco Cinnamon Hazelnut Butter Cream Give your hair the gift of natural & organic essentials with this premium healthy hair gift set! Indulge and enjoy! ~ For a limited time only~ Login to post comments by NaturalHairRocks 10:36 pm - Mar 15, '11 Oh Oh my..... www.benaturallyjazzy.com <<<<<<<<<<<<<<<< Join us in Celebrating Natural Beauty! ~Total Indulgence Healthy Hair Gift Set~ An array assortment of some of our very best hair care goodies all in one unique low price set! In this awesome package you will be treating yourself to: 8 oz. African Zuri Nywele Deep Cleansing Black Soap Shampoo 8 oz. Organic Restorative Leave In Detangling Conditioner 6 oz. Organic Soothe & Nourish Hair and Scalp Oil 8 oz. Coco Cinnamon Hazelnut Butter Cream Give your hair the gift of natural & organic essentials with this premium healthy hair gift set! Indulge and enjoy! ~ For a limited time only~ Login to post comments by NaturalHairRocks 10:26 pm - Mar 15, '11 I mean....if you need I mean....if you need attention that bad you will take pics and send them out. #getafuckinglife Login to post comments by Anonymous 9:46 pm - Mar 15, '11 Yeh Chris was sending that Yeh Chris was sending that photo to his ex Rhianna. Look at what you don't have access to anymore. Login to post comments by Anonymous 9:41 pm - Mar 15, '11 Chris Brown out there raping Chris Brown out there raping white women. Because a Ape is still a Ape. Login to post comments by Impeach Nobama 9:38 pm - Mar 15, '11 WOW...I LOVE ME SOME WOW...I LOVE ME SOME CHRIS...YEAH BABY!!!! Damn, now I gotta repent or I'm going to hell for my thoughts...OUCHHHHHH! Login to post comments by 1@DY133 9:36 pm - Mar 15, '11 I don't care if he leaked I don't care if he leaked them himself! He had good reason to! I'd still ride that pony!! Bet when ole boy is at full attention, he's something FIERCE! Whew! **Fans self profusely** Login to post comments by Alrighty Then... 9:27 pm - Mar 15, '11 Tasha,you're by far the only Tasha,you're by far the only blogger who is blind to the fact that he leaked the pics himself....What a dumb broad... Login to post comments by haha 9:15 pm - Mar 15, '11 1 2 next › last » Log in to post a new comment Log in to post a new comment log in register Sign in with Facebook Comment: *  										 » YBF INTERVIEW: "Beyond The Lights" Star Nate Parker Exposes Hollywood's RESISTANCE To Black Love Stories + His Wife's REACTIONS TO His Love Scenes» EXCLUSIVE: "Blood, Sweat & Heels" Star Geneva Thomas On Cab Fare Arrest -- "I'm Innocent...He Verbally Assualted Me & Unfairly INCREASED The Fare!"» YBF INTERVIEW: Taraji P. Henson Reveals How SHE Persuaded Idris Elba To Be Her "No Good Deed" Co-Star + Racial Profiling Advice She Gave Her Son » FOOLYWANG ACTIVITIES: Five Individuals INDICTED After Alleged Identity Theft Scheme On Saks Fifth Ave Customers, RACKED Up $400K» WHAT ABOUT YOUR FRIENDS? Jermaine Dupri SUES Former Friend Who TRASHED His Hummer And Lived In His Home RENT-FREE...For 4 Years!» WATCH WORTHY: "F*CK IT I QUIT!" News Reporter Charlo Greene's EPIC Walkout & Cannabis RANT (And Explanation) + Nicole Murphy "Behind Closed Doors" With Johnny Gill! » Michael Strahan SPOTTED On A DATE With Make-Up Blogger Marianna Hewitt + Former NFLer Larry Johnson ARRESTED (Once Again) After Alleged Bar Scuffle In Miami, CHARGED With Aggravated Battery » Tahiry & Eagles Baller LeSean McCoy - The Same Baller Porsha Williams Hinted About Dating - Boo'd Up? » IN CASE YOU MISSED IT: Charlamagne Tha God Says He Was HURT When Former Boss Wendy Williams Clowned Him In Interview » SHE'S STILL GOT IT: Garcelle Beauvais FLAUNTS Her Bod On The Beach In Malbu » HOT SHOTS: Nicki Minaj Gets Sexy In Menswear For L'Uomo VOGUE» ON THE MOVE: Rihanna + Wiz Khalifa + Rick Ross » INSTAGRAM HAPPENINGS: Lance Gross Shares "MOCK" Delivery Day Pic, French Montana With Son Kruz, Fantasia SINGS The PRAISES Of Her New Man » Alicia Keys & Her Bump PERFORM “We Are Here” With Israeli & Palestinian Musicians At Global Citizen Festival, Hubby Swizz Beatz Supports » LOVE IN THE CLUB: Christina Milian Helps Lil Wayne Celebrate His Birthday + Nelly & Miss Jackson Party At Gold Room In ATL » Michael Strahan SPOTTED On A DATE With Make-Up Blogger Marianna Hewitt + Former NFLer Larry Johnson ARRESTED (Once Again) After Alleged Bar Scuffle In Miami, CHARGED With Aggravated Battery » Stripper Jhonni Blaze Alleges She Sexed Drake...Then His Team THREATENED Her Life! + Lil Kim BOOED After Skipping Out On VIP Guests At The Club, Calls Out JANKY PROMOTERS» UH-OH: Fantasia’s Baby Daddy Reportedly FILES For Custody Of 13-Year-Old Daughter Zion + Tank ARRESTED For Allegedly Disobeying An Officer » Selita Ebanks, Estelle, Rachel Roy & More DAZZLE And TURN HEADS At The New Yorkers for Children Fall Gala» 2014 BET Hip Hop Awards Red Carpet: Tiny, T.I., Teyana Taylor, Porsha Williams, Lil Mama, Joseline & Stevie J And More» FASHION ROCKS 2014 RED CARPET: Naomi Campbell, Jennifer Lopez, Rita Ora, Jennifer Hudson, Nicki Minaj & More.... » Amber Rose DENIES Hooking Up With Nick Simmons, PARTIES At Supperclub For Christina Milian's Birthday With Chris Brown, Karrueche Tran & More» Trick Daddy Parties With MiMi Faust For His Birthday» Meagan Good PARTIES It Up With Vivica A. Fox, Tae Heckard, Brandon Jennings & MORE In West Hollywood » President Obama & The First Family SPEND Their Labor Day Weekend Attending White House Chef’s Wedding In New York» IT’S OFFICIAL: Stacey Dash Inks A Deal With FOX News As A Cultural Contributor» LADY O's: Oprah Shows What 60 Looks Like At Every Angle + FLOTUS Michelle Obama -- #BringBackOurGirls » MUSIC ROUND UP: Danity Kane's "Tell Me" + Pharrell's "Gust Of Wind" Video + Pharrell & T.I.'s "Paperwork" + Alfonso Ribeiro Gets 10's With The Carlton Dance! » MUSIC VIDEOS: Elle Varner's "F**k It All" Video + Jaden Smith's "Fast" Track» SHOWS & SONGS: Ashanti & Ja Rule Rock The Stage Together In Nigeria + Tamar Braxton’s “Let Me Know” Ft. Future » SKELETONS IN THE CLOSET: Report ALLEGES Adrian Peterson's INFIDELITY, 6 Kids & 6 Baby Mommas, A Booze-Fueled Sex Orgy, "Missing" Charity Funds And A Rape Allegation! » Michael Strahan SPOTTED On A DATE With Make-Up Blogger Marianna Hewitt + Former NFLer Larry Johnson ARRESTED (Once Again) After Alleged Bar Scuffle In Miami, CHARGED With Aggravated Battery » "Drumline 2" Stars LeToya Luckett, Alexandra Shipp, Ludacris & More MARCH OUT At The Atlanta Classic » FINAL REVEAL: Eva Marcille, Emily B., Meelah Williams, Michel Sproles & MORE POSE It Up In Breast Cancer Awareness Campaign For The Pink Line» Zoe Saldana, Liya Kebede & More Star In Gorgeous New RED LIPSTICK L'Oreal Paris Campaign» EXCLUSIVE LOOK: Eva Marcille, Emily B., Meelah Williams, Michel Sproles & MORE Stand Together In A.D.D.Y.S. Breast Cancer Awareness Campaign For The Pink Line FAB Flix of The Day: OCTOBER 7TH VIEW GALLERY Porsha Williams' OFFICIAL STATEMENT On "RHOA" Demotion, Says She Was BLINDSIDED And Will FOCUS On Her NEW Relationship VIEW POST GET YBF E-MAIL ALERTS! Enter your e-mail address to get YBF updates in your inbox! Enter your Email Home About The YBF Contact Tips Photos Interviews Contests Advertising Disclaimer Privacy Policy Young, Black and Fabulous ®, LLC Website by BOX Creative NULL)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media jthornthwaite last tweet "RT @BCGovNews: Keep you up to date on all the work being done on BC's Throne Speech commitments: http://t.co/G0SSHncdsG" @jthornthwaite - 04:13pm Follow @jthornthwaite BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/issues/research.aspx?id=5848,BCTF > Coquitlam Parents of Students with Special Needs, Focus Group Report  	Untitled Page  For Teachers For Parents For Media Home E-mail Lists Links A to Z Index Contact Us Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources Home > Issues in Education > Inclusive Education > Research Project Coquitlam Parents of Students with Special Needs, Focus Group Report Ten parents of students with special needs attending schools in the Coquitlam School District, all women, attended the Focus Group meeting at the Family Resource Centre in Coronation Park Community School in December 2002. Three questions were posed: Please tell us about your child/children, their exceptionality, the school they attend and whether they are in modified programs or have adaptations within the regular curriculum. Tell us about how you viewed the services provided to your child/children before the current school year, and how they changed over time. In terms of this school year, how do you view the services provided to your child/children, your communication with school staff, and how have they changed? Responses to each question are shown below. Please tell us about your child/children, their exceptionality, the school they attend and whether they are in modified programs or have adaptations within the regular curriculum. Most of the children described by the parents attended elementary or middle schools, with a few attending secondary schools. Some parents had several children with exceptionalities, all attending schools in S.D. # 43, Coquitlam. Parents described their children’s experiences throughout the school system, mentioning twelve of the district’s schools during their reflections. Most of the children described by the parents had several areas of exceptionality. These included Gifted, Tourette’s Syndrome, obsessive-compulsive disorders, written-output disorders, cerebral palsy, and a range of ADHD, autism, mild, moderate and severe intellectual (or developmental) disabilities, and learning disabilities. Some parents stated that their child or children had IEPs, others said that theirs did not. Some adaptations were described, including scribing and additional time allotments for assignments and tests. Some of their children were also enrolled in modified programs. Tell us about how you viewed the services provided to your child/children before the current school year, and how they changed over time. Initially the parents had faith that the school system would provide appropriate education for their children but became disillusioned with the system over time. Most of the parents spoke of their optimism when their child or children started school, and said that many teachers and Administrative Officers were welcoming, reassuring, and positive. However, for each parent at the Focus Group, doubts began to emerge that their child was receiving an appropriate educational program. In most cases, they felt that their initial queries were deflected by school personnel, with AOs often saying “We’ll deal with it.” This appeared to have a double meaning, one that the school would address the issue of concern, and another that it was really the school’s business, and that the parents should let the school get on with the work of educating their child without interfering in the process. One parent said, “I believed the school’s experts — what did I know? But over time I became more worried and concerned.” Parents recognized that a number of educators provided successful and appropriate learning experiences, as well as a welcoming environment, for their child. Successful approaches were reported by several of the parents. One said that a teacher “did great stuff,” recognized their child’s disability, and developed appropriate strategies to include the child in the class. At one point, for one child, “things were beautiful” in school. Sometimes things took longer to be ready for the child with special needs, but once they were, then the parent saw positive engagement and progress. One parent spoke of a “really nice” relationship with a teacher, while another described an “awesome” counsellor. Others said that their child “got wonderful support in school,” or that their child had “the best teacher. We loved her.” Even some teachers with very little experience made an impact on the parents: “One teacher had no experience but she welcomed my child, which is important.” The parents were very happy when they felt that their child was welcomed in schools and engaged in learning at levels appropriate for the child, and recognized the efforts of various educators to meet their child’s needs. All the parents stated that their children’s positive educational experiences in schools were limited or isolated. Parents described many situations where they felt that their children’s experiences of schools were negative, and where a child was not learning when the parents felt that the child could learn. The negative experiences were more numerous and more pervasive than the positive experiences. For some, the first intimation that something was wrong came when they discovered that their child was not doing the same work as others in the class, or not doing any work at all. One parent reported that her child daydreamed for a substantial part of the day, while another said that her child slept for long periods. Another parent reported that her child wrote one word during a school day, and she believed that this was the only engagement in learning for the child on that particular day. A parent described one instance where the whole class was taken out for gym but their child left in the room, with the teacher not noticing the child’s absence for some time, when she came back to collect the child. A similar and poignant example was provided of an incident where a child appeared to have been forgotten by the teacher: “Once my child was sent into a small room, where he was left on his own. Nobody told him that he could come out so he stayed there a long time. I think he stayed there a lot.” These examples were not provided to attack or to identify teachers, but to illustrate how parents started to notice that their child was not progressing academically when parents thought some progress was possible, nor was their child being included in ways that other children would be included. In some cases, parents recognized that the teacher had an almost impossible job because of the concentration of students with IEPs in particular classes — one parent recollected a class where eight of the students had IEPs. In such cases, the parents were more critical of the system which allowed such concentration than the individual teacher who could not meet all the expectations of the parents that the IEP would be implemented. But in other instances, they were critical of both the classroom teacher’s knowledge or capacity to include their children, or of some teachers’ attitude towards their children. From the parents’ point of view, relationships between parents and school staff were often strained and difficult. Parents reported strained relationships over time with many AOs, teachers, and Special Education Assistants. In almost all cases, the strain occurred because the parents were advocating for the needs of their children, and they were advocating because they felt the needs of their child were not being met. They felt that many school-based educators resisted such advocacy, which caused the strain in relationships. They believed that some AOs exercised their power inappropriately, in some cases by providing misinformation to parents. One reported that an AO had promised to place her child on a list for support, and repeatedly told her that the child was listed, only for her to find out many months later that this was not the case. One said that an AO refused to ask for help from the district’s Student Support Services, while another said she felt “disillusioned” with what she perceived to be the misuse of authority by the AO. Parents also reported strained relationships with some classroom teachers. As parents developed more understanding of how to support their children’s exceptionality, they often wanted to share this understanding with teachers, but frequently felt rebuffed. At the same time the parents observed that what was being offered to their children was not engaging or including the child, and in many cases no academic or social progress was being made. For some, this further radicalized them, and they increased their advocacy in support of their child, which usually further strained the teacher-parent relationship. In some cases there were incidences of open hostility between teachers and parents. In other instances parents observed a grudging respect for them from teachers who, while they had problems with the advocacy style and approach, recognized that the parent cared deeply about their child and was advocating to support the child’s needs. One theme raised by the parents was that they did not believe that the classroom teachers “had ownership” of their children. By this the parents meant that in their view some teachers did not consider their children as an integral part of the class, but as a problematic addition. In such cases, they believed that the teachers holding such views did not engage their child in learning and essentially abdicated responsibility for the child’s progress. The parents considered that some classroom teachers passed on the responsibility for their child to the SEA, or did not consider how the child could be effectively included as an everyday norm of their teaching, with the result that the child was often unengaged, bored, or angry. This often resulted in negative behaviour from the child and discipline processes initiated by the teacher. In some cases, parents believed teachers reacted to incidents of behaviour inappropriately. One mentioned her child being physically shaken by a teacher, while another said that a teacher emptied the contents of her child’s lunch box into a garbage container and told the parent to see a nutritionist. Parents’ views of Special Education Assistants were similar to their views of teachers. Some had very positive experiences with SEAs, and praised their work generously. In these cases, parents saw SEAs as motivated, caring, and competent. When a positive and productive relationship between the student and the SEA was in place, parents saw continuity as crucial, but this was not always possible. One major area of contention between parents and the school district appeared to involve continuity of service with a competent SEA who had developed experience and a good relationship with their child. But others described far more negative experiences of SEAs, where parents did not feel that the SEA was either interested in the child or capable of supporting their child’s needs. Relationships with SEAs were also exacerbated by what in some cases appeared extremely limited time allocations. One parent reported that her child was allocated twenty minutes of SEA time per day, an allocation she saw as essentially useless and inappropriate. Diagnostic testing was often difficult to obtain from the educational system. Several parents reported that their children went through some form of diagnostic testing through the school district, but others reported difficulties, either because of waiting times or because requests for assessments were refused. In these cases it was unclear whether the district simply did not agree that an exceptionality existed, or if they feared that by testing they might obtain results that would require the provision of extra services and support. In some cases parents resorted to and paid for private or external diagnostic testing of their children because testing was not being done by the school system. What disturbed several of the parents was that when they went to an agency external to the school system such as the Children’s Hospital, or to some form of private assessment, diagnosis of an exceptionality was often quick and unequivocal. In some cases, parents were told by external agencies that the diagnosis was patently obvious, and that there could have been little room for doubt or ambiguity. This reduced their trust in school district approaches to diagnostic testing, as few of the external diagnoses that they described reflected borderline or ambiguous cases. Parents also stated a frustration around having educators apply inaccurate labels to children based on their observations: “Educators informally (but vocally!!!) label my daughter as having ADD, ADHD, Autism, and hyperlexia. None of these are accurate, nor is it appropriate for teachers to attempt to diagnose children.” Parents often considered reporting processes problematic and inappropriate Several parents said that teachers described the child’s exceptionality in report cards. One parent received a report which stated that the child “made funny noises” and was “unfocused.” Insensitively describing a disability to a parent who is intimately familiar with the disability was not seen as appropriate reporting from the parent’s perspective. The parent was frustrated because she knew the child was unfocused, but what she wanted to know was how the school was addressing the issue of focus and how her child might be progressing with his ability to focus on the material being taught. One parent received report cards from the Resource Room teacher but not the classroom teacher, and was unable to get a sense of how her child was progressing when not in the Resource Room. This links to the issue raised earlier, of how these parents believed that some classroom teachers did not fully include their children into the regular class, as they did not consider it necessary to report on their progress. Another parent said her child was very depressed when he read a report card which was handed to him at school. She contacted the school and asked the AO to mail the report card directly to her. The next report card period, the report was again handed to the student. She asked again that it be mailed to her. The following report card period, the report was mailed, but was addressed to the child who opened it, and again became distressed and depressed. The parent contacted the AO and asked “How can I have confidence in you as a school if you can’t even manage a simple request?” These reporting issues also speak to the issue of relationships. In the view of most parents in the Focus Group, poor communication from the school to parents contributed to deteriorating relationships between parents and school staffs, as parents felt that their voices and perspectives either were not heard or were not respected. Parents increasingly used private services, because supports in the public education system were either unavailable, or were seen as not meeting the needs of their children. In addition to accessing external public or private diagnostic testing services, several of the parents had accessed private tutoring services. These were of two kinds — the services offered in most areas by agencies such as Sylvan and Kumon, or a specialist with knowledge and experience of a particular approach which had previously demonstrated success with specific areas of exceptionality. One parent described one such specialist as having “saved” her child by improving her child’s reading level by two-and-a-half grade levels in two months. Private services were often very expensive for the parents (one mentioned having spent over $20,000 in private services), but their use of such services reflected the parents’ determination to do their best for their children, inside or outside the public education system. In their view, any successes achieved through accessing such services also served to illustrate the shortcomings of the public school system for meeting their children’s needs. While this was frustrating for the parents, it also made them more determined to advocate for their children, as they saw that academic progress could be made. If it was possible, then they wanted their local school to be able to provide services and evidence of similar progress to that being made by their children outside public schools. Ideally parents wanted the supports they were accessing privately, within the public school system. Parents expressed concerns about the IEP process and aspects of programming after the IEP was written. Some parent suggested that school-based team members frequently disagreed about the content of an IEP, and that there were often barriers to implementation once the IEP was finalized. Why IEPs were not implemented was not always clear to parents. One described a “provincial support team” who came into one school for three days, leaving a binder of resources and many good ideas, which the parents believed were not followed — “there was always a reason why,” stated the parent. Parent frustration with the IEP process mainly appeared to be focused on implementation. If a team of school staff, in consultation with the parent, developed a plan, then they believed it should be implemented as written. The parents believed that there may have been many reasons why IEPs were not always implemented as planned, but two appear most likely. The first is an issue of resources and capacity. Some IEPs may be written based on what the child needs but may not always ensure that the resources and staffing needed for implementation are available. A second reason may involve considering the difference between who plans and who implements an IEP. If an IEP is planned by a team, who has the responsibility for implementation? In some cases, a classroom teacher may have many different needs in a class, and if such a teacher also had primary responsibility for implementation, the capacity to adhere to the plan may be limited. Whatever the reason, some consideration of the IEP writing and implementation, which links planning to roles and capacity, may be necessary in the view of parents. To some extent parents see the IEP process as an example of the system promising more than it delivers, by extensive planning and consultation but minimal delivery of education for their children. An IEP which is not followed also reflects negatively on communication, as it appears a document without value unless it is implemented. In some ways an IEP is like a cheque. Just as a cheque is only useful to a recipient when it is cashed, so an IEP is only of utility when it was implemented, in the view of the parents. Parents felt that they faced a form of systemic resistance to their efforts to address the issues of programming, staffing, and communication. Focus Group participants believed that facing what they perceived to be one hostile or defensive school Administrative Officer, teacher, or SEA reflected on individual approaches and capacity of people in the particular role or position. When the parents met what they considered a “brick wall” of resistance from a wide range of school and district personnel, and even trustees, they considered this to be more akin to systemic resistance. One example illustrates this. One parent wanted the same SEA in successive years but was told this was not possible. When she pursued the issue with the AO she was told that very few exceptions were allowed, and were based on a set of criteria, which were not met in her child’s case. She asked what the criteria were but did not get a response. She then met with various levels of senior school district management, who refused to maintain the continuity. Then she approached the trustees, who also rejected her. During this process she was told that it was a CUPE issue, with district staff “blaming” CUPE seniority contract language for the problem. When she contacted CUPE, the issue had never been discussed with them. Finally, after launching a human rights complaint, the exception was granted. There may be very different perceptions on what happened in this specific case. There may also be valid reasons for placing the SEA in a different position or location, but for the parent, almost every part of the system blocked her request for what she saw as a simple and suitable continuation of a satisfactory working relationship. The parents questioned how much energy, from all the parties involved went into a common and arguably systemic resistance, rather than finding a solution which met the child’s needs and which satisfied parents. Parents accessed peer support systems. Several of the parents spoke very positively about accessing peer support services, often offered by the Family Resource Centre which operates in an elementary community school in the district. The assistance provided by peers often helped parents find and use resources which supported their children’s learning, and included parent advocacy. Peer support appeared very important for two reasons, the first being that it reduced individual parent isolation. Implied in many of the comments made by parents at the Focus Group was the sense that pursuing a positive educational experience for a child with special needs could be both a lonely and a frustrating experience. Accessing peers who were facing similar struggles gave each person greater confidence and reduced the individual parent’s sense of isolation. The second reason was that peer support provided access to a better understanding of how the education system works. Peers who knew the district’s personnel and structures could share such information with others. Their knowledge of appeal processes facilitated access to them and improved success rates. Parents could build on the accumulated experience of other parents, rather than reinventing the wheel. Hearing the stories of these parents, it appeared clear that many of them have become very knowledgeable and formidable advocates for their children. Some believed that they have won what they see as hard-fought successes, but others reflected that they had very little impact on the educational system. Several stated that the advocacy role was difficult and stressful. One said that “After kindergarten everyone at school knew me and my child, and nobody wanted my child in their class.” Others stated that school AOs and other staff questioned them about their home and family life in ways that to the parent intimated that the family was the problem, and that their parenting skills were inadequate. This was both distressing and insulting to them. “We face many challenges every day.” Parents spoke candidly about the challenges of bringing up a child or children who often had a range of exceptionalities. Their statement of the challenges they faced each day was stated simply, with dignity, and without exaggeration. They faced the challenges that every parent faced, and described children going through growing and developmental phases. But they also spoke of the challenge of their accommodating their child’s special need or needs at home, and of additional demands of supporting the child within the school system. The number and complexity of issues made for an additional challenge — that of having anything close to a “normal” life, where their own needs and aspirations were also met. The diversity of challenges also made parents more likely to be strategic in dealing with issues with the child, and to “pick their battles” with the school system, both as a strategy and as a means of coping and survival: “Teachers are very unaware of how wearing it is to live with a child with ADHD (never mind the other complications of LD and giftedness, and the frustrations for the child of the combination). It can take hours to get a few simple routines completed every day and you learn to pick your battles or you would simply burn out and be useless to your child if you called him on every little thing. This doesn't mean you aren't aware of, and, particularly in public, sensitive to the things that you are choosing not to deal with.” The parents in this Focus Group were articulate, determined, and capable advocates for their children, but their short reflections on their own lives opened another dimension to the discussion. Just as there is a concern about viewing the disability rather than the person, so there may also be a tendency to view the parents as an advocate and not as a person in her own right, a view which may adversely affect communication and relationship between educators and parents. In terms of this school year, how do you view the services provided to your child/children, your communication with school staff, and how have they changed? Some parents reported positive starts to the school year for their children, while others indicated problems. One parent described the start of the new school year for her child: “His teacher is terrific. She is one of those special teachers that loves what she does and is very good at it.” Another reported strong concerns at the end of the last school year prior to her child enrolling in a middle school, fearing that fewer services would be offered, especially SEA support. However, her fears were unfounded, and she reported that her child was experiencing “the best year ever” at the middle school, with SEA time provided for all academic classes. Several parents mentioned supportive resource teachers who were “doing what they can” and talking with other teachers about strategies for effective inclusion. One spoke positively about CBI behaviour consultants who had offered constructive ideas and support. However, most parents expressed concerns in terms of several factors which were directly and negatively impacting their children’s education. These factors are discussed below. Parents were concerned about service levels being provided only to the most needy of students with special needs. In other Focus Groups, teachers referred to this issue as “raising the bar,” meaning that fewer students with special needs could be supported at current levels of funding and staffing. Parents in some cases were being told that their child was not as needy as others, and that supports such as direct contact with a specialist support teacher or SEA time may be reduced or eliminated if the child was “doing too well.” Parents were concerned that although their child may have been able to succeed in school with support, that such supports could be withdrawn simply because other students’ needs were more pressing. In their view, this significantly increased the risk of their child failing in school, and this was unacceptable to them. In some cases it was too early in the school year to assess the actual level of support, but they were concerned about explicit statements from educators warning of reduced supports in the future. There were some examples where extra supports used to be offered prior to the current year but which were, not offered this year. Several parents mentioned the reduction in or removal of supports where a school Principal had stated that there would be no extra supports offered to one child when supports had previously been available. In some cases parents had been told that previously offered adaptations and modifications would no longer be available, or that their child’s access to SEA time would be reduced. The IEP process at the start of the school year was, for some parents, a negative experience. Several parents mentioned that IEPs were not being produced for some of their children, particularly in the Learning Disabilities category, even though they had been developed in previous years. Parents’ concern was that without the IEP there would be no explicit statement of actions aimed at supporting the child with a learning disability, no support, and no accountability processes which gave parents a means of checking implementation against the program or supports identified in the IEP. Some parents were angry that they had been excluded from IEP planning. Others stated that they had only gained access to meetings to discuss and develop an IEP after sustained pressure. Such pressure in some cases generated what the parents perceived to be a negative reaction from educators, with one accusing a parent of “putting pressure” on the school-based team when the parent wanted to be included in the IEP planning process. Parents in the Focus Group believed that staff layoffs and increased class size were negatively impacting their children. Layoffs were seen as problematic because there were simply fewer teachers in the system, which increased strain and pressure on those who remained. Such pressures, in the views of parents, reduced the chances of effective inclusion for their child. The direct effects of layoffs for parents were that personnel changed, and any change negatively affected continuity of service and programming. It took more time for parents to connect with teachers who were not familiar with the parent or the child. While some such change is inevitable, parents felt that the changes this school year had proven more significant than usual. A second observation from parents was that some teachers were occupying roles with multiple responsibilities, and that this also negatively impacted their children. Support teacher specialization of previous years seemed to have evolved into a more “blended” role, which combined, as an example, ESL and Special Education responsibilities. Parents were concerned that staff in such blended roles may not be adequately skilled or trained in some areas, and that this could be a problem in terms of building supports for their children. Would an ESL teacher be familiar with learning disabilities, for example, or be able to recognize causes of behaviour problems, as well as be able to develop strategies for dealing with inappropriate behaviour? Another area of concern to parents was what they believed to be reduced hours for SEAs, which meant their child had less time with an SEA. This increased the likelihood of students being placed so that one SEA could support two or more students with special needs. They believed this to be a pragmatic solution for the school, but a reduction in service for their children. Parents were concerned about reduced access to specialist support teachers and to SEAs for their children. The SEA’s usual role is to work with children, so the issue for parents was not one of job role, but of the hours SEAs worked, and their accessibility. Hours were being reduced, thereby reducing their child’s access to SEAs. But a different argument was being raised by the parents in terms of the specialist support teacher. They felt that parents were increasingly being told that such teachers were a resource to support classroom teachers, and not necessarily a person who delivered direct service to students. This was not understood to be a district policy, but more how schools were defining the role. For parents of students with special needs, this implied that their role was not necessarily to communicate with parents, and in some cases parents were being subtly diverted from contacting such specialists. Thus, the dual concerns emerged — did their children get access to such specialist support, and were parents able to access the specialists? “I have lost faith with the regular public system.” While this was the most negative comment concerning public schools, there was little doubt that most of the parents in the Focus Group were heavily disillusioned with the ability of the school system to effectively meet their children’s needs. Such disillusionment stems from the perspective of all those in the Focus Group that they have been engaged in years of struggle to have their children included and learning in schools. While they showed considerable determination and skill in offering supports and building advocacy, time and patience was running out for some parents. They were generous and honouring of those educators who had included and educated their children effectively. But parents stated that in their view, resources and supports were inadequate in the public school system, so that teachers were unable to effectively include all students because of limited resources, in spite of their best efforts and intentions: “For the most part, communication between teachers concerning my son used to be good. I believe that they did their best, were willing to learn new techniques, and did what they could given the number of students just like my son that they dealt with in their classroom. Often this would be a common complaint among them — too many students with special needs who required more individualized attention, along with inadequate resources. Teachers require greater supports within their classrooms.” But there was also disillusion with educators, and in some cases a tendency to make them the brunt of parental concern with the education of their children: “In summary, this year my husband and I have decided that we can no longer allow any compromises in our daughter's education. The specialists/itinerants will do their job, or we will go elsewhere. Perhaps we will bill the school district or the school for the cost. Until there is accountability in reporting on the I.E.P., and accountability for the professionals who are supposedly providing support for our daughter at school, this situation is not going to improve. We cannot wait any longer for systemic change, although we will continue to advocate for it.” Whether the issues are seen a systemic, or are seen as linked to individual educators, these parents were tired of the struggle, and in some cases were to looking for alternatives to the public school system. Conclusion The comments provided by the participants in this Focus Group reflect the perspectives of a committed group of parent advocates. As such they may not be reflective of the “average” parent, should such a person exist. But as activists, they have much to offer in their views and understanding of the education system. Most appeared to have started their connection with the school system when their child entered school, with hope and trust, both of which dissipated either rapidly or over time. Gradually they became more assertive, more networked, and more knowing of how the system worked. They engaged with teachers, AOs, Special Education Assistants, offering support, ideas, and challenges. They accessed district staff and used appeal processes when they believed either to be necessary. Their perspective is that there have been systemic problems with the inclusion of their children in public schools for many years, but they are particularly worried now in terms of whether the goal of an inclusive education system is slipping further from reach. There are three key areas of issues of concern identified by the parents. The first concerns staffing. Reduced staffing, fewer specialist support teachers, and blended roles of specialist support teachers are three staffing issues that parents feel negatively impact their children. In addition to the issues of numbers and roles, the parents are concerned about capacity and attititude: are teachers struggling against such odds in terms of demands upon them and the resources supplied that their capacity to include effectively is limited? Do sufficient numbers of teachers welcome and want their children in regular classrooms so that a positive inclusionary attitude exists? Of course, the two are to a great extent inter-related, but there are also many limits to supports for classroom and specialist support teachers that influence both teacher attitude and capacity. The view has been expressed that if teachers are abandoned to implement a philosophy with no support, then they may be tempted to abandon inclusionary practices if they are to survive. The second area is in processes such as diagnostic testing and planning, where the parents believe the public system’s approach is inadequate and becoming worse. What parents see as the unwillingness of the public education system to adequately test their children is for them a major issue. Non-testing implies that the school system is telling them that there is no disability, yet when some of their children have been externally assessed the disability has been diagnosed immediately. It is also seen as a way of saving money, both for the test itself, but also so that no costly services need be provided. After all, no test, no diagnosis; no diagnosis, no support. Perhaps logical, but also demeaning, disrespectful, and disheartening to those parents who often correctly believe that a disability exists and that the school system is telling them it ain’t so. Planning has its own pitfalls for parents, both in the process of planning but much more in the implementation of plans. They clearly believe that something needs to be done to make plans a reality, rather than pieces of paper which are not implemented. The third area is about communication and relationships between parents and educators, occasionally positive but more frequently problematic and fractious, negatively affecting both parents and educators and impacting on services for children. These three areas have been identified at a time that parents see as one of rapid and negative government cutbacks in the education system, with cuts affecting their children in real, significant, and even disproportionate ways. Reductions in services are already apparent to them, and the parents are apprehensive about the future. The three areas of concern identified here are also three immense pressures on the education system. If those pressures become too great, then something will have to give, and what parents fear could result is an end to the concept of inclusion. Might the inclusionary ideal be abandoned if pressures are placed on the system that it cannot sustain? As a teacher union researcher it was sometimes difficult to listen to the views of these parents, which were often critical of educators. Some teachers may ask why their union is reflecting these views and perspectives in a teacher union report. The answer is that at the start of this research project we, as a union, made a commitment to listen to and to reflect the voices of parents whose children had special needs and who attended B.C. public schools in two school districts. We may not always agree with the views expressed here, but if as a union we hope to engage with parents of students with special needs, then one step is to listen and to think about what they say. We hope also that parents will read and think about the views of teachers which are reflected in other Focus Group reports. By better understanding each other we might then address issues of concern, and perhaps join forces to advocate for a better-resourced and improved inclusionary education system in B.C.’s public schools. Charlie Naylor BCTF Research   About Us | News & Events | Publications | Advocacy & Action | Social Justice | Issues in Education © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/BCTFNews.aspx?id=24218,BCTF News, Vol. 17, No. 2, October 2011  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development BCTF News archive 2013–14  2012–13  2011–12     2010–11  2009–10    En français  Home > Publications > Newsletters and Alerts > BCTF News > 2011-12 Archives BCTF News Teachers Working Together for Quality Public Education   Volume 17 No. 2  October 2011   Table of Contents Searching for a solution on learning conditions  Government prepared to experiment with students' futures  BCPSEA threatens response to job action  BC Court of Appeal issues another rebuke to government  Searching for a solution on learning conditions From the outset in 2002, when the provincial government illegally stripped learning conditions language from collective agreements, teachers have spoken out about the deteriorating issues of class size and composition. The ruling by Madam Justice Griffin in April of this year confirmed our right to bargain these provisions.   Despite this ruling, government has refused to negotiate the conditions of class size and composition or restore the language that was in collective agreements.   The onus is now on government to restore teachers' rights to bargain our working conditions, which are our students' learning conditions, and to provide the conditions that students need and have been waiting for since 2002 when provisions in collective agreements ensured adequate funding, class size, and limits on class composition and specialist services.   Government could have acted to remedy the situation the day after Justice Griffin made her decision in April. By not doing so, students have had to wait another six months and most likely another year.   Teachers have a strong record of advocating for improved conditions for students, and are committed to trying to engage government in productive discussions on the expectation that a remedy can be found. Government prepared to experiment with students' futures The most glaring omission in the Throne Speech, delivered on October 3, 2011, was the repeal of Bills 27 and 28. This was the first opportunity of the legislature to repeal the illegal and unconstitutional legislation that stripped our collective agreements. We asked government to repeal the legislation, and restore class-size limits and guarantees for students with special needs by September 1, 2011. They failed to do so. To return classroom conditions to 2002 levels, would have required an investment of a minimum of $336 million this year.   Minister of Education George Abbott, speaking in the Legislature, outlined plans to establish a Class Organization Fund (COF), which would see students and schools competing for the meager funds (nothing for this year and a mere $30,000,000 for 2012-13) being made available.   Everyone would have to make the case for how their need is greater than another class or school.   "Ultimately, it would create competition between vulnerable students for the very services they so urgently need to succeed at school. It's profoundly unfair," said BCTF President Susan Lambert.   After a decade of underfunding, students and teachers need to see a return to adequate and predictable education funding that will ensure all students have an equal chance to succeed. The COF is a raw deal for students. BCPSEA threatens response to job action Recently BCPSEA held a conference with trustee delegates to discuss potential responses to BCTF's Phase 1 job action. These included reducing teachers' pay on the basis that teachers were not doing as much work as they did before the job action, stopping payment of teachers' benefit and locking out teachers.   Teachers should be aware that the work they are doing is pursuant to the essential services order issued by the Labour Relations Board on July 26, 2011 in decision B132/2011 (available at http://tinyurl.com/6bhkhau).   Paragraph 15 of that decision contains the following ruling: "Except as modified by the above, current Collective Agreement provisions will continue to apply."   The modifications referred to in "the above" includes the list of tasks that the board has stated teachers need not do during Phase 1 of the job action.   The legal foundation of this ruling is s.73 (2) of the Labour Code, which provides that in an essential services situation, the relationship between the employer and the employees, "Must be governed by the terms and conditions of the collective agreement last in force between the employer and the trade union except as that collective agreement is amended by the board to the extent necessary to implement the designation of essential services."   BCPSEA in its discussion with trustees explained that any changes to the wages or benefits of teachers would have to be approved by the Labour Relations Board.   However, what was not made clear to trustees is that the Labour Relations Board's jurisdiction to amend the collective agreement is limited to facilitating the delivery of essential services. It is hard to fathom how reducing teachers' pay and not paying benefits would be necessary to achieve the implementation of those essential services.   Before school districts could lockout teachers, much would have to happen. Anything that in any way strays beyond what the essential services order in B132/2011 sets out will require further LRB hearings to determine new levels of essential services based on what specifically the lock-out plan is. The existing order only designates "essential services for the BCTF bargaining unit to the extent necessary for Phase 1."   Without approval by the LRB to amend the collective agreement, something that is highly unlikely to occur, and without new essential services designations, any move by school districts to implement any of the potential responses under discussion would be illegal. BC Court of Appeal issues another rebuke to government Teachers have scored yet another win in their challenge to Bill 42, the infamous "gag law" that the provincial government enacted back in May 2008.   That bill limited third party advertising prior to provincial elections. It defined election advertising very broadly to include transmitting to the public, by any means, a message that takes a position on an issue with which a party or candidate is associated. The law imposed strict restrictions on such advertising for a total of 88 days before a provincial election and threatened harsh penalties.   The BCTF maintained that this legislation was unconstitutional and no more than a cynical attempt to restrict freedom of expression designed to silence effective criticism of government.   In December 2008, the BCTF and three other public sector unions lodged a challenge to appeal Bill 42. In his judgment, BC Supreme Court Justice Cole, ruled in favour of the unions and said these restrictions could not be upheld as a demonstrably justified limit in a free and democratic society.   Government attempted to overturn this decision but now the BC Appeal Court has dismissed the appeal upholding the original ruling of Justice Cole.   This represents a significant victory for the unions, and indeed all British Columbians, in exposing once again the disregard this government has shown for the Charter, its abuse of power, and the lengths to which it will go to limit the participation of citizens in a free, democratic society.   To read an analysis of the Appeal Court decision go to: http://tinyurl.com/3t9gl6r    Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/contacts.cfm?page=psac&sort=1&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true,BCTF Contacts Home E-mail Lists Links A to Z Index Contact Us Help SITE SEARCH Quick Links BCTF formsBCTF NewsFrançaisLabour linksPensionsTeacher NewsmagazineTeaching resources For Teachers Aboriginal Education  Bargaining & Collective Agreements  Français  Health & Safety  New Teachers  Opportunities for Members  Pensions Professional Development  Professional Rights & Responsibility  Provincial Specialist Associations  Salary & Benefits  Teachers Teaching On Call  Teaching Resources  For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > PSAs > PSA Presidents Provincial Specialist Association Presidents Last updated December 12, 2013 Sort by PSA number. 71 Aboriginal Education Association (AEA) aboriginaled.blogspot.ca   Meredith Rusk Salmon Arm West Elementary 4750 10th Avenue SW Salmon Arm, BC  V1E 3B5 250-832-3862 f: 250-833-1126 psac71@bctf.ca 63 Association for Educators of Gifted, Talented, and Creative Children in BC (AEGTCCBC) adultedpsa.org/   Shera Olson-Niewenhuizen Sorrento Elementary Box 220 Sorrento, BC  V0E 2W0 250-804-3781 f: 250-675-3374 psac63@bctf.ca 62 Association of BC Drama Educators (ABCDE) www.bcdramateachers.com   Lana O'Brien WL Seaton Secondary 2701 41st Avenue Vernon, BC  V1T 6X3 250-542-3361 f: 250-542-6076 psac62@bctf.ca 45 Association Provinciale des Professeurs de l'Immersion et du Programme-Francophone BC (APPIPC) www.appipc.ca   Sophie Bergeron Winslow Centre, SD#43 1100B Winslow Avenue Coquitlam, BC  V3J 2G3 604-937-6392 f: 604-936-6129 psac45@bctf.ca 70 BC Alternate Education Association (BCAEA) www.bctf.ca/bcaea   Mike Shaw Westside Ed Student Support Team 3770 Elliot Road Westbank, BC  V4T 1P7 250-768-3253 f: 250-768-0419 psac70@bctf.ca 41 BC Art Teachers' Association (BCATA) bcata.ca   Eileen Ryan Clayton Heights Secondary 7003 188th Street Surrey, BC  V4N 3G6 604-576-4138 f: 604-576-4793 psac41@bctf.ca 50 BC Association of Mathematics Teachers (BCAMT) www.bcamt.ca   Ron Coleborn Schou Education Center 4041 Canada Way Burnaby, BC  V5G 1G6 604-531-3170 f: 604-664-8382 psac50@bctf.ca 51 BC Association of Teachers of Modern Languages (BCATML) www.bcatml.org   Rome Lavrencic New Westminster Secondary 835 Eighth Street New Westminster, BC  V3M 3S9 604-517-6220 f: 604-517-6204 psac51@bctf.ca 42 BC Business Education Association (BCBEA) www.bcbea.ca   Harmale Sangha Tamanawis Secondary 12600 66th Avenue Surrey, BC  V3W 2A8 604-597-5234 f: 604-597-4450 psac42@bctf.ca 72 BC Co-operative Learning PSA (BCCLPSA) www.bctf.ca/bccla   Mike Galliford Maple Creek Middle School 3700 Hastings Street Port Coquitlam, BC  V3B 5K7 604-464-8581 f: 604-461-7832 psac72@bctf.ca 75 BC Culinary Arts Specialist Association (BCCASA) www.bctf.ca/bccasa   Eric MacNeill Dover Bay Secondary School 6135 McGirr Road Nanaimo, BC  V9V 1M1 250-751-3409 f: 250-751-3405 psac75@bctf.ca 73 BC Dance Educators' Association (BCDEA) www.bctf.ca/bcdea   Kim Wolski Langley Fine Arts School 9096 Trattle Street Fort Langley, BC  V1M 2S6 604-888-3113 f: 604-888-3578 psac73@bctf.ca 64 BC Educators for Distributed Learning PSA (BCEDLPSA) bcedl.ca   David Comrie Kamloops Open Online Learning 730 12th Street Kamloops, BC  V2B 3C1 250-376-5663 f: 250-377-2257 psac64@bctf.ca 52 BC Music Educators' Association (BCMEA) www.bctf.ca/bcmea   Jeff Weaver Oak Bay Secondary 2151 Cranmore Road Victoria, BC  V8R 1Z2 250-598-3361 f: 250-598-0710 psac52@bctf.ca 55 BC Primary Teachers' Association (BCPTA) www.bcpta.ca   Janine Fraser Boundary District Teachers' Association Box 634, 1815D Central Avenue Grand Forks, BC  V0H 1H0 250-446-2724 f: 250-446-2623 psac55@bctf.ca 67 BC Rural and Small Schools Teachers' Association (BCRSSTA) www.bcruralteachers.org   Virginia Ivey Pinantan Elementary School General Delivery Pinantan Lake, BC  V0E 3E0 250-377-2233 f: 250-573-3976 psac67@bctf.ca 44 BC School Counsellors' Association (BCSCA) www.bctf.ca/bcsca   Ren Morley Dr FD Sinclair Elementary 7480 128th Street Surrey, BC  V3W 4E5 604-596-1537 f: 604-596-8271 psac44@bctf.ca 57 BC Science Teachers' Association (BCScTA) bcscta.ca   Grahame Rainey Ashcroft Secondary PO Box 669 Ashcroft, BC  V0K 1A0 250-453-9144 f: 250-453-2368 psac57@bctf.ca 59 BC Social Studies Teachers' Association (BCSSTA) www.bcssta.ca   Dale Martelli Vancouver Technical Secondary 2600 East Broadway Vancouver, BC  V5M 1Y5 604-713-8215 psac59@bctf.ca 49 BC Teacher-Librarians' Association (BCTLA) www.bctf.ca/bctla   Heather Daly Moody Elementary 2717 St Johns Street Port Moody, BC  V3H 2B8 604-937-6380 psac49@bctf.ca 68 BC Teachers for Peace and Global Education (PAGE) www.pagebc.ca   Greg Van Vugt Fraser Heights Secondary 16060 108th Avenue Surrey, BC  V4N 1M1 604-582-9231 f: 604-582-9268 psac68@bctf.ca 46 BC Teachers of English Language Arts (BCTELA) www.bctela.ca/   Celia Brogan (interim) Quilchena Elementary 5300 Maple Street Vancouver, BC  V6M 3T6 604-713-4996 f: 604-713-5422 psac46@bctf.ca 58 BC Technology Education Association (BCTEA) www.bctf.ca/bctea   Martin Lim (interim) Fraser Heights Secondary 16060 108th Avenue Surrey, BC  V4N 1M1 604-587-4812 f: 604-582-9268 psac58@bctf.ca 65 Computer-Using Educators of BC (CUEBC) www.cuebc.ca   Mike Silverton Cilaire Elementary 25 Cilaire Drive Nanaimo, BC  V9S 3C9 250-758-7941 f: 250-751-8840 psac65@bctf.ca 76 Educators Against Racism (EAR)   John Peterson Lucas Centre 2132 Hamilton Avenue North Vancouver, BC  V7P 2M3 604-903-4661 psac76@bctf.ca 69 English as a Second Language PSA (ESLPSA) ellpsa.ca   Marc Tremblay Hollyburn Elementary 1329 Duchess Avenue West Vancouver, BC  V7T 1H5 604-782-1227 f: 604-981-1221 psac69@bctf.ca 66 Environmental Educators' PSA (EEPSA) www.bctf.ca/eepsa   Selina Metcalfe Surrey School District Simon Fraser University psac66@bctf.ca 53 Learning Assistance Teachers' Association (LATA) www.bctf.ca/lata   Gail Bailey Glenrosa Middle School 3565 McIver Road West Kelowna, BC  V4T 1H8 250-870-5000 (ext. 6936) f: 250-870-5076 psac53@bctf.ca 54 Physical Education--British Columbia (PE-BC) www.bctf.ca/pebc   Sue MacDonald Centre for Learning Alternatives 3400 Westwood Drive Prince George, BC  V2N 1S1 250-561-5851 f: 250-563-5487 psac54@bctf.ca 48 Provincial Intermediate Teachers' Association (PITA) www.pita.ca   Elaine Jaltema Chaffey-Burke Elementary 4404 Sardis Street Burnaby, BC  V5H 1K7 604-664-8652 psac48@bctf.ca 60 Special Education Association (SEA) www.seaofbc.ca   BJ Foulds Prince George Secondary 2901 Griffiths Avenue Prince George, BC  V2K 5N3 250-562-6441 f: 250-564-4085 psac60@bctf.ca 47 Teachers of Home Economics Specialist Association (THESA) www.bctf.ca/thesa   Paula Aquino G.W. Graham Middle Secondary 45955 Thomas Road Chilliwack, BC  V2B 0B5 604-847-0772 f: 604-824-0711 psac47@bctf.ca PSA Council Steering and Agenda Committee Chairperson Mike Silverton Cilaire Elementary 25 Cilaire Drive Nanaimo, BC V9S 3C9 250-758-7941 f: 250-751-8840 msilverton@sd68.bc.ca David Comrie Kamloops Open Online Learning 730 12th Street Kamloops, BC V2B 3C1 250-376-5663 f: 250-377-2257 dcomriel@sd73.bc.ca Mike Galliford Maple Creek Middle School 3700 Hastings Street Port Coquitlam, BC V3B 5K7 604-464-8581 f: 604-461-7832 mgalliford@sd43.bc.ca About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy Close Window Print Page   Provincial Specialist Association Presidents Last updated December 12, 2013 Sort by PSA number. 71 Aboriginal Education Association (AEA) aboriginaled.blogspot.ca   Meredith Rusk Salmon Arm West Elementary 4750 10th Avenue SW Salmon Arm, BC  V1E 3B5 250-832-3862 f: 250-833-1126 psac71@bctf.ca 63 Association for Educators of Gifted, Talented, and Creative Children in BC (AEGTCCBC) adultedpsa.org/   Shera Olson-Niewenhuizen Sorrento Elementary Box 220 Sorrento, BC  V0E 2W0 250-804-3781 f: 250-675-3374 psac63@bctf.ca 62 Association of BC Drama Educators (ABCDE) www.bcdramateachers.com   Lana O'Brien WL Seaton Secondary 2701 41st Avenue Vernon, BC  V1T 6X3 250-542-3361 f: 250-542-6076 psac62@bctf.ca 45 Association Provinciale des Professeurs de l'Immersion et du Programme-Francophone BC (APPIPC) www.appipc.ca   Sophie Bergeron Winslow Centre, SD#43 1100B Winslow Avenue Coquitlam, BC  V3J 2G3 604-937-6392 f: 604-936-6129 psac45@bctf.ca 70 BC Alternate Education Association (BCAEA) www.bctf.ca/bcaea   Mike Shaw Westside Ed Student Support Team 3770 Elliot Road Westbank, BC  V4T 1P7 250-768-3253 f: 250-768-0419 psac70@bctf.ca 41 BC Art Teachers' Association (BCATA) bcata.ca   Eileen Ryan Clayton Heights Secondary 7003 188th Street Surrey, BC  V4N 3G6 604-576-4138 f: 604-576-4793 psac41@bctf.ca 50 BC Association of Mathematics Teachers (BCAMT) www.bcamt.ca   Ron Coleborn Schou Education Center 4041 Canada Way Burnaby, BC  V5G 1G6 604-531-3170 f: 604-664-8382 psac50@bctf.ca 51 BC Association of Teachers of Modern Languages (BCATML) www.bcatml.org   Rome Lavrencic New Westminster Secondary 835 Eighth Street New Westminster, BC  V3M 3S9 604-517-6220 f: 604-517-6204 psac51@bctf.ca 42 BC Business Education Association (BCBEA) www.bcbea.ca   Harmale Sangha Tamanawis Secondary 12600 66th Avenue Surrey, BC  V3W 2A8 604-597-5234 f: 604-597-4450 psac42@bctf.ca 72 BC Co-operative Learning PSA (BCCLPSA) www.bctf.ca/bccla   Mike Galliford Maple Creek Middle School 3700 Hastings Street Port Coquitlam, BC  V3B 5K7 604-464-8581 f: 604-461-7832 psac72@bctf.ca 75 BC Culinary Arts Specialist Association (BCCASA) www.bctf.ca/bccasa   Eric MacNeill Dover Bay Secondary School 6135 McGirr Road Nanaimo, BC  V9V 1M1 250-751-3409 f: 250-751-3405 psac75@bctf.ca 73 BC Dance Educators' Association (BCDEA) www.bctf.ca/bcdea   Kim Wolski Langley Fine Arts School 9096 Trattle Street Fort Langley, BC  V1M 2S6 604-888-3113 f: 604-888-3578 psac73@bctf.ca 64 BC Educators for Distributed Learning PSA (BCEDLPSA) bcedl.ca   David Comrie Kamloops Open Online Learning 730 12th Street Kamloops, BC  V2B 3C1 250-376-5663 f: 250-377-2257 psac64@bctf.ca 52 BC Music Educators' Association (BCMEA) www.bctf.ca/bcmea   Jeff Weaver Oak Bay Secondary 2151 Cranmore Road Victoria, BC  V8R 1Z2 250-598-3361 f: 250-598-0710 psac52@bctf.ca 55 BC Primary Teachers' Association (BCPTA) www.bcpta.ca   Janine Fraser Boundary District Teachers' Association Box 634, 1815D Central Avenue Grand Forks, BC  V0H 1H0 250-446-2724 f: 250-446-2623 psac55@bctf.ca 67 BC Rural and Small Schools Teachers' Association (BCRSSTA) www.bcruralteachers.org   Virginia Ivey Pinantan Elementary School General Delivery Pinantan Lake, BC  V0E 3E0 250-377-2233 f: 250-573-3976 psac67@bctf.ca 44 BC School Counsellors' Association (BCSCA) www.bctf.ca/bcsca   Ren Morley Dr FD Sinclair Elementary 7480 128th Street Surrey, BC  V3W 4E5 604-596-1537 f: 604-596-8271 psac44@bctf.ca 57 BC Science Teachers' Association (BCScTA) bcscta.ca   Grahame Rainey Ashcroft Secondary PO Box 669 Ashcroft, BC  V0K 1A0 250-453-9144 f: 250-453-2368 psac57@bctf.ca 59 BC Social Studies Teachers' Association (BCSSTA) www.bcssta.ca   Dale Martelli Vancouver Technical Secondary 2600 East Broadway Vancouver, BC  V5M 1Y5 604-713-8215 psac59@bctf.ca 49 BC Teacher-Librarians' Association (BCTLA) www.bctf.ca/bctla   Heather Daly Moody Elementary 2717 St Johns Street Port Moody, BC  V3H 2B8 604-937-6380 psac49@bctf.ca 68 BC Teachers for Peace and Global Education (PAGE) www.pagebc.ca   Greg Van Vugt Fraser Heights Secondary 16060 108th Avenue Surrey, BC  V4N 1M1 604-582-9231 f: 604-582-9268 psac68@bctf.ca 46 BC Teachers of English Language Arts (BCTELA) www.bctela.ca/   Celia Brogan (interim) Quilchena Elementary 5300 Maple Street Vancouver, BC  V6M 3T6 604-713-4996 f: 604-713-5422 psac46@bctf.ca 58 BC Technology Education Association (BCTEA) www.bctf.ca/bctea   Martin Lim (interim) Fraser Heights Secondary 16060 108th Avenue Surrey, BC  V4N 1M1 604-587-4812 f: 604-582-9268 psac58@bctf.ca 65 Computer-Using Educators of BC (CUEBC) www.cuebc.ca   Mike Silverton Cilaire Elementary 25 Cilaire Drive Nanaimo, BC  V9S 3C9 250-758-7941 f: 250-751-8840 psac65@bctf.ca 76 Educators Against Racism (EAR)   John Peterson Lucas Centre 2132 Hamilton Avenue North Vancouver, BC  V7P 2M3 604-903-4661 psac76@bctf.ca 69 English as a Second Language PSA (ESLPSA) ellpsa.ca   Marc Tremblay Hollyburn Elementary 1329 Duchess Avenue West Vancouver, BC  V7T 1H5 604-782-1227 f: 604-981-1221 psac69@bctf.ca 66 Environmental Educators' PSA (EEPSA) www.bctf.ca/eepsa   Selina Metcalfe Surrey School District Simon Fraser University psac66@bctf.ca 53 Learning Assistance Teachers' Association (LATA) www.bctf.ca/lata   Gail Bailey Glenrosa Middle School 3565 McIver Road West Kelowna, BC  V4T 1H8 250-870-5000 (ext. 6936) f: 250-870-5076 psac53@bctf.ca 54 Physical Education--British Columbia (PE-BC) www.bctf.ca/pebc   Sue MacDonald Centre for Learning Alternatives 3400 Westwood Drive Prince George, BC  V2N 1S1 250-561-5851 f: 250-563-5487 psac54@bctf.ca 48 Provincial Intermediate Teachers' Association (PITA) www.pita.ca   Elaine Jaltema Chaffey-Burke Elementary 4404 Sardis Street Burnaby, BC  V5H 1K7 604-664-8652 psac48@bctf.ca 60 Special Education Association (SEA) www.seaofbc.ca   BJ Foulds Prince George Secondary 2901 Griffiths Avenue Prince George, BC  V2K 5N3 250-562-6441 f: 250-564-4085 psac60@bctf.ca 47 Teachers of Home Economics Specialist Association (THESA) www.bctf.ca/thesa   Paula Aquino G.W. Graham Middle Secondary 45955 Thomas Road Chilliwack, BC  V2B 0B5 604-847-0772 f: 604-824-0711 psac47@bctf.ca PSA Council Steering and Agenda Committee Chairperson Mike Silverton Cilaire Elementary 25 Cilaire Drive Nanaimo, BC V9S 3C9 250-758-7941 f: 250-751-8840 msilverton@sd68.bc.ca David Comrie Kamloops Open Online Learning 730 12th Street Kamloops, BC V2B 3C1 250-376-5663 f: 250-377-2257 dcomriel@sd73.bc.ca Mike Galliford Maple Creek Middle School 3700 Hastings Street Port Coquitlam, BC V3B 5K7 604-464-8581 f: 604-461-7832 mgalliford@sd43.bc.ca)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7424,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 6, April 2006 BC College of Teachers’ update: From "Connected" to "Standards" by Marian Dodds The good news is that the BCCT fee for the next year will remain at $90, thanks to the hard work of our elected college councillors on the finance committee. The bad news is a by-law was passed that requires members on long-term disability to pay the full college fee as soon as they return to work at .2 FTE, up from the previous requirement of .6 FTE. This will affect about 270 of our most vulnerable members. As well, the preliminary budget passed on January 20 included a large sum of money to continue the glossy Connected magazine. Below are some specific updates on college matters. College seeks input through standards dialogue The appointed college created Standards for the Education, Competence and Professional Conduct of Educators in BC without any teacher input in 2003 and revised them in 2004. The 13 existing standards that were created by the appointed council accompanied by extensive criteria and descriptors, can be found at www.bcct.ca. Since 2004, BCTF has advocated for the suspension of these standards pending consultation with teachers. The BCTF Agenda for Change on the College includes this statement: "All professional bodies in B.C. are controlled by members of those professions. Only practitioners can truly understand the nature and demands of the profession. A council representing the teaching profession, as opposed to representing the government, will want to: suspend the Standards for the Education, Competence and Professional Conduct of Educators in BC pending consultation with teachers, revisions as a result of that consultation, and endorsation by an elected council." On April 7–8, 2006, the college hosted a dialogue on the standards and 40 BCTF members participated, putting forward our position on the standards; a position that was developed from teacher input and concerns received at various zone meetings, RAs, AGMs, and an issues session held in February 2006. Teachers at the dialogue heard the voices of other college partner groups, including representatives of parents, independent schools, trustees, principals and vice principals, deans of education, superintendents, First Nations schools, and the Ministry of Education. We asserted that the standards should be guiding principles only, that they should not be used to create checklists for the evaluation of teachers or to be used in place of due process for the discipline of teachers. We urged that all criteria and descriptors be removed, and that all standards be reconsidered. We need to start with input from academics and practitioners based on educational research that is coherent and acceptable to teachers. It is now up to the 20 members of the college council to decide how to proceed, based on this input from partner groups. Any change to the standards requires a two-thirds vote. There are 12 elected and 8 appointed members of the council. Connected magazine The BCTF Agenda for Change on the College includes the statement: "Teachers are expected to pay the expenses of the College without control over the fee or college expenditures. A democratically elected council should: cancel the glossy BCCT magazine, Connected." The January 2006 preliminary budget passed by the council shows that the actual cost of Connected is $295,000 a year, based on a cost of $465,000 for production and distribution minus estimated revenue of $170,000 from advertising. The contract for the magazine will expire on November 30, 2006. Over 150 delegates to the AGM provided their comments on why they believe the college should "disconnect" Connected magazine. The vast majority objected to the high cost and glossy format and suggested that it could be less costly and more environmentally suitable as a web based newsletter for members. People were critical of the content, in particular the ads encouraging private schools and tutoring services. Others found the articles superficial. Many commented that the magazine goes directly into their recycling bins. Other comments included: The glossy appearance and cheery content of this magazine does not reflect the chronic underfunding and gritty appearance of classrooms. This is a ridiculous amount of money to spend on a publication that the vast majority of teachers DO NOT want and DO NOT read. If the intent is to create a valuable resource for teachers, it is failing miserably. Lots of the ads are either inappropriately targeting my PD money or offering me employment in other countries--surely we want most of our college members to actually work here! Put simply, I just don’t connect. Members are encouraged to send their comments on Connected to the editor at connected@bcct.ca with a copy to the BCTF, attention Marian Dodds (mdodds@bctf.ca). College elections 2006 Members in the following zones are encouraged to support the following BCTF-endorsed candidates during the election this May: Zone 2: North Central, Sandra Davie (Prince George) Zone 7: Lower Fraser Valley, Sonja Krzus (Maple Ridge) Zone 9: Lower Mainland South, Kelly Shields (Surrey) Zone 12: Vancouver Island, Richard Walker (Comox) Be sure to notify the college of any change of address as ballots are sent to your home. Keeping informed is in your best interest BCTF policy 7.A.01: BCTF Agenda for Change--BC College of Teachers can be found in your Members’ Guide, p. 45–46. You can read it online at bctf.ca/about/MembersGuide/. Ask your local association to invite the elected college councillor for your zone to speak at a general meeting about the work of the college and to report on the recent standards dialogue. Be sure to read all materials about college matters. If you do not keep your membership current you could face hundreds of dollars in costs for re-instatement and extensive time-consuming requirements to produce transcripts and other documentation in order to be certified to teach in British Columbia. If you are unsure about how your fees are to be paid, check with your local association to determine if your BCCT fees will be collected by payroll deduction or if you are responsible yourself to ensure they are paid for the next year. Marian Dodds is an assistant director in BCTF’s Professional and Social Issues Division. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8904,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, Number 3, January/February 2004 Is work working? The Law Commission is launching its third annual Roderick A. Macdonald Contest on the theme "Is Work Working?" Youth are very vulnerable when it comes to employment in Canada. Many laws and policies dictate the age at which one can work, how much the pay will be, and what protections and benefits will be offered. Sometimes they don’t go far enough. Many youth remain unemployed. Young people are frequently injured or killed on the job. They face serious discrimination and harassment in job interviews and on the job. Through the 2003–04 Roderick A. Macdonald Contest, the Law Commission of Canada is asking to hear the perspectives of young people regarding employment and the law. For example: • Why is workplace injury and death so high among youth? • What can be done to better protect youth from discrimination, harassment, accidents, and other dangers in the workplace? • What is needed to help youth prepare for work? • What are the causes of poor working conditions for youth? • What have some employers done to help youth in their workplaces? • What have some organizations done to help youth in the workplace? • What could be done to assist youth who are working "under the table" or on the streets? • In some provinces, minimum wage is different for adults and youth. What are your thoughts about this? • What issues have arisen in your workplace that you think should be (better) addressed in Canada’s laws? The contest is open to all students in their last two years of high school. Submissions may be made in either artistic or written categories. The prizes range from $500 for First Prize to $200 for Third Prize. The contest opens January 5, 2004, and the deadline for submission is April 30, 2004. The winners will be announced in June 2004. See the web site for more contest details: www.lcc.gc.ca . Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media jthornthwaite last tweet "Please join me in recognizing the vital work foster families do for B.C. kids http://t.co/bdYy1yh9Jc #FosterFamilyMonth #northvan #bcpoli" @jthornthwaite - 10:56pm Follow @jthornthwaite BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Foster parents are ordinary people engaged in extraordinary acts of kindness. Join the team! http://t.co/6jUkcsOp6V" @Teresa_Wat - 04:31pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11274,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2001 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 14, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 2001  Yours for the asking Stats Canada Learning Resources Bulletin  www.statcan.ca/english/edu The bimonthly bulletin is e-mailed to educational organizations that support primary and secondary teachers in Canada and to individual subscribers. It presents free teaching materials and assistance available on Statistics Canada’s learning resources web site. To subscribe, send an e-mail to listproc@statcan.ca, leaving the subject line blank. In the body of the message, type: subscribe statcanedu YourFirstName YourLastName  New subscribers can obtain a free map of Canada for the classroom! Check out the all-new version of the Canada Quiz (www.statcan.ca/english/edu/canquiz/cquiz1.htm) on the students page of the site. Each question is linked to a statistical table in Canadian Statistics (www.statcan.ca/english/Pgdb). Human Activity and the Environment (HAE), now available on E-STAT, is a resource for teachers of social studies, science, and environment courses. For a sample list of resources from HAE relevant to Grades 5, 6, and 7 socials and science, contact marion.smith@statcan.ca. Lectures and backgrounders  The following lectures are designed for PD days/workshops at schools and/or public library series: The Brontes (an in-depth look) The life and times of Margaret Laurence Backgrounds to authors of English literature The early life of Louis Riel Battle sites of the Northwest Rebellion China, The Three Gorges, & the Three Gorges Dam site. For more information, contact David Harrison 250-964-3824. EdInfo online  The Ministry of Education’s EdInfo is a weekly e-mail digest of news and information for the K–12 community. To view the EdInfo home page or to subscribe, visit www.bced.gov.bc.ca/edinfo/. There is a link to the EdInfo site from the Ministry of Education’s home page at www.gov.bc.ca/bced/. International children’s conference on the environment Victoria, B.C.—May 21–25, 2002  The conference is inspired by the recognition that children need to be active participants in decisions that affect the future of the planet. The 2002 conference in Victoria will bring together 600 children, aged 10–12 years, from over 115 countries, to learn, share experiences, voice their concerns, and join a worldwide environmental network to promote positive action. "Local change can make global change," is the conference theme with daily themes of water, climate change, healthy communities, healthy children, and resource conservation. Canadian classes are invited to submit applications to attend, however, because of space limitations we can not guarantee that all will be accepted. Deadline for applciations if Friday, December 14, 2001. For more information, visit www.iccCanada2002.org or e-mail info@occCanada2002.org. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2011/04/breaking-news-bc-supreme-court-finds.html?showComment0751302725062229,Staffroom Confidential: Breaking News: BC Supreme Court finds law restricting teacher bargaining unconstitutional Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Wednesday, April 13, 2011 Breaking News: BC Supreme Court finds law restricting teacher bargaining unconstitutional Just out ... The BC Supreme Court has released its decision regarding Bills 27 and 28 which limited the rights of teachers to negotiate class size, class composition and school calendar. Paragraph 381 reads: "I conclude: a) In enacting ss. 8, 9 and 15 of PEFCA, and s. 5 of the Amendment Act, the government infringed teachers' freedom of association guaranteed by s. 2(d) of the Charter. b) This infringement was not a reasonable limit demonstrably justified in a free and democratic society under s. 1 of the Charter." These sections prohibit teachers from negotiating class size and class composition limits, as well as extended day and year-round schooling. The Court provided a one year period for the government to "address the repercussions of this decision". The Court commented on the effects of the legislation for teachers: "The legislation undoubtedly was seen by teachers as evidence that the government did not respect them or consider them to be valued contributors to the education system, having excluded them from any freedom to associate to influence their working conditions. this was a seriously deleterious effect of the legislation, one adversely disproportionate to any salutary effects revealed by the evidence." You can access the full decision here: http://www.harrisco.com/_pdfs/GriffinBCTFvBC.pdf Excellent reminder of Christy Clark's role is on Vaugh Palmer's blog here: http://communities.canada.com/vancouversun/blogs/viewfromtheledge/default.aspx More analysis coming soon... Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 11:34 AM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 8 comments: Christina SchutApril 13, 2011 at 11:54 AM Thanks Tara for getting this stuff out there so quickly.ReplyDelete AnonymousApril 13, 2011 at 12:42 PM Well done Tara. It is already being tweeted by Keith Baldrey and others. Goes to show the power of communication and social networking. Bravo!ReplyDelete Joanna LarsonApril 13, 2011 at 1:04 PM Thanks for the perfect link to send out to members today!ReplyDelete AnonymousApril 13, 2011 at 1:10 PM Yeah! A huge victory. Great work Tara, thanks for this. It will go out to Haida Gwaii right now. Evelyn von Almassy President Haida Gwaii Teachers' AssociationReplyDelete Brian KennellyApril 13, 2011 at 2:16 PM Wow! At last some vindication and some recognition of the arrogance and contempt for teachers those Bills represented. The future looks a little brighter now for our members and our students. Thanks, TaraReplyDelete Langley Teachers' AssociationApril 13, 2011 at 2:21 PM Thank you for posting the information online so quickly. It made our day.ReplyDelete Jessica Van der VeenApril 13, 2011 at 3:33 PM You mess with our Charter of Rights and Freedoms, you are messing with our children's future and their rights. How poetic that Christy Clark should be back in the spotlight to stand accountable for this legislation which was not only unconstitutional, but stood in violation of the International Convention on Human Rights.ReplyDelete Jack MacDermotApril 13, 2011 at 11:05 PM Jack MacDermot said... Thanks for the links, Tara. Haven't read the whole decision yet, but it's clearly a huge win. The Vaughn Palmer link was a vivid reminder of our new Premier is really all about. Her speech introducing this odious legislation is full of ridiculous Orwellian doublespeak. Apparently it was our negotiated provisions on class size and composition (the evil "mathematical ratios" and "rigid formulas") that were harming children's learning. The legislated approach worked so much better, other than a few thousand classes. I did get a chuckle when she referred to the support for these bills by Reggi Balabanov...ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ▼  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ▼  April (12) Saanich school board votes to restore class sizes ... BCCPAC General Meeting - some interesting motions Saskatchewan teachers vote 95% in favour of job ac... Victoria School Board stalls in negotiations Langara versus the wage freeze Premier Clark says she will respect court decision... Whose fault was it? Some quotes from the court on ... Breaking News: BC Supreme Court finds law restrict... Saskatchewan teachers take strike vote BCSTA and "Waiting for Superman" Me too clauses no barrier - Public employees deser... Trustee Advocacy - Is it happening? ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=19532,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 1, September 2009  Science 10 provincial exam survey By Grahame Rainey Ever since the introduction of the Science 10 Provincial Exam, in 2004, science teachers across the province have expressed concerns about the provincial exam and the effect it has on the teaching of science in BC. A new BC Science 10 Curriculum was implemented, in September 2008, without any resources or financial support from the ministry. Teachers have had to rely on the resources produced by publishers, industry, and not-for-profit organizations. With declining budgets, many districts have not been able to provide sufficient resources for proper implementation. The BC Science Teachers’ Association (BCScTA) surveyed science teachers, during the winter of 2008–09, to validate the concerns that have been expressed over the last few years. There were 202 responses to our web-based survey. The respondents represented a broad spectrum of science teachers, both by location and teaching experience. Respondents were asked a variety of questions including: What are the effects (both positive and negative) of the Science 10 provincial exam on you, the classroom teacher (or on your colleagues)? and What are the effects (both positive and negative) of the Science 10 provincial exam on your students? Good science teaching practice involves students participating in many labs, research projects, science fairs, and other experiential learning opportunities. The vast majority of survey respondents indicated that the Science 10 provincial exam has caused a significant decrease or entire deletion of lab activities in Science 10 classrooms, coupled with a preponderance of direct instruction through lectures. Teachers are struggling to make it through the approximately 100 Prescribed Learning Outcomes and hundreds of scientific terms that students have to memorize for this exam. Respondents repeatedly stated that the science teachers in their schools no longer wish to teach Science 10. Many responses indicated that those students with IEPs or lower literacy levels and ESL students struggled with both the large amount of vocabulary and the language level of the exam. Classroom experience has shown that many of these students simply give up. Teachers expressed frustration that they are being forced to leave slower students behind in order to complete the course and have time to prepare students for the exam. Concern was expressed about the multiple choice nature of the exam, as often students may have partial knowledge of the topic, but unless they select the correct answer, they do not gain any marks. Eighty percent of respondents would like to see the ministry return to Provincial Learning Assessment Program (PLAP) testing, which was used successfully prior to the introduction of the provincial exam to randomly assess students’ knowledge of science. After discussing the results of the survey, the BCScTA executive made three recommendations, which were included in the report sent to the Minister of Education. The BCScTA recommends: The Science 10 Provincial Final Exam be deleted from the provincial graduation requirements. That teachers participate in school-based decision-making regarding the development and use of a course final exam in Science 10, as is currently in effect in other Science courses in Grades 8, 9, and 11. That the ministry consider redeveloping and implementing the former Provincial Learning Assessment Program (PLAP) that randomly tested students on a wide range of process skills and laboratory skills and provided feedback to individual schools and teachers for the improvement of teaching and learning. The full report is available, to download, on our website: www.bcscta.ca, where you will also find a link to the Globe and Mail article, published August 20, 2009, that featured some of the survey results. Grahame Rainey is president of the BC Science Teachers’ Association. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9908&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2002 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 2, Nov./Dec. 2002 Take action to protect learning conditions Sign our firm limits online petition to urge the B.C. government to return protections for learning conditions to the collective agreement. When learning conditions were included in the collective agreement, students were in smaller classes and the support for students with special needs was maintained. Effective July 1, 2002, the B.C. Liberal government removed learning conditions from the collective agreement. Since September 2002, the size of classes has increased and the services provided by specialist teachers such as librarians, counsellors, learning assistance teachers, ESL, and others have been cut. At the same time as the number of students in each class increased, supports for students with special needs were reduced. Go to www.bctf.ca/firmlimits.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/bcliberals/status/470608342998454272,Today's BC Liberals on Twitter: ".@FassbenderMLA engaging with members this morning in the "hot seat" plenary w/ @pamelamartin_bc #BCL14 http://t.co/OSzonXRqNz" টুইটার অনুসন্ধান অনুসন্ধান টুইটার খুঁজুন সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ ভাষা : বাংলা. हिन्दी Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন টুইটার-এ নতুন ? আজই যোগদান করুন » সাইন ইন করুন ফোন, ইমেল বা ব্যবহারকারীর নাম পাসওয়ার্ড সাইন ইন আমাকে মনে রাখুন পাসওয়ার্ড ভুলে গেছেন? ইতিমধ্যে আপনি কি টেক্সট বার্তার মাধ্যমে টুইটার ব্যবহার করছেন? অনুসরণ অনুসরণ করা কর্মসমূহ:অনুসরণ না করা অবরুদ্ধ অবরোধ মুক্ত মুলতুবি বাতিল Today's BC Liberals ‏ @bcliberals ২৫ মে . @FassbenderMLA engaging with members this morning in the "hot seat" plenary w/ @pamelamartin_bc #BCL14 pic.twitter.com/OSzonXRqNz প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট পুনঃটুইটগুলি ৪ প্রিয় ২ ৯:৫২ পূর্বাহ্ণ - ২৫ মে, ২০১৪ Today's BC Liberals থেকে কোন আপডেট মিস্ করবেন না © 2014 টুইটার সম্বন্ধে সহায়তা বিজ্ঞপ্তি তথ্য বন্ধ মিডিয়াটিকে চিহ্নিত করুন এটি ইতিমধ্যে সংবেদনশীল কন্টেন্ট ধারণকারী হিসাবে চিহ্নিত হয়েছে। পতাকা তুলুন এটি সম্ভাব্যরূপে অবৈধ বিষয়বস্তুর ধারণকারী হিসেবে। সমর্পণ করা বাতিল মিডিয়াকে চিহ্নিত করা সম্পর্কে আরো জানুন খারিজ বন্ধ পূর্ববর্তী পরবর্তী বন্ধ একজন ব্যক্তির প্রোফাইলে যান সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ বন্ধ আপনার অনুসরণকারীদের এই পুনঃটুইটটি পাঠাবেন? বাতিল পুনঃটুইট বন্ধ আপনি কি নিশ্চিত যে এই টুইট মুছে দিতে চান? বাতিল মুছে ফেলুন বন্ধ রোধ করন বাতিল রোধ করন আপনার টুইটসমুহে একটি অবস্থান যুক্ত করুন যখন একটি অবস্থানের সঙ্গে আপনার টুইট করেন, টুইটার সেই অবস্থান সংরক্ষণ করে। প্রত্যেক টুইটের আগে আপনি আপনার অবস্থান চালু / বন্ধ করতে পারেন, এবং যে কোনও সময় আপনি আপনার অবস্থানের ইতিহাস মুছে ফেলতে পারেন। আরো জানুন অবস্থান চালু করুন এখন নয় স্থান বন্ধ করুন বন্ধ প্রোফাইল সারসংক্ষেপ বন্ধ আপনার তালিকাসমূহ বন্ধ একটি নতুন তালিকা তৈরি করুন নাম তালিকা বিবরণ 100 অক্ষরের কম, ঐচ্ছিক তালিকাসমূহ:গোপনীয়তা সাধারণ · যে কেউ এই তালিকা অনুসরণ করতে পারেন ব্যক্তিগত · শুধুমাত্র আপনিই এই তালিকায় প্রবেশ করতে পারবেন তালিকা সংরক্ষণ করুন বন্ধ বন্ধ এই টুইট স্থাপিত কর আপনার নীচের ওয়েবসাইটে কোডটি অনুলিপি দ্বারা এই টুইট যোগ করুন * আরও জানুন হুম, সার্ভারে পৌঁছনোর একটি সমস্যা ছিল। পরে আবার চেষ্টা করবেন? প্রকৃত টুইট অন্তর্ভুক্ত করুন অন্তর্ভুক্ত মিডিয়া প্রাকদর্শন বন্ধ টুইটারে নিবন্ধন করুন টুইটারে নেই? নিবন্ধন করুন, আপনির পছন্দের বিষয়গুলির সাথে যুক্ত হন, এবং তাদের বিষয়ে হালনাগাদ পান। একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন » বন্ধ দুটি উপায় (প্রেরণ এবং গ্রহণ) শর্ট কোড: দেশ কোড গ্রাহকদের জন্য মার্কিন যুক্তরাষ্ট্র 40404 (যে কোন) কানাডা 21212 (যে কোন) যুক্তরাজ্য 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM হাইতি 40404 Digicel, Voila আয়ারল্যান্ড 51210 Vodafone, O2 ভারত 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance ইন্দোনেশিয়া 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » অন্য দেশসমুহের এসএসএস সংক্ষিপ্ত কোড দেখুন বন্ধ নিশ্চিতকরণ)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "RT @nationalpost: Tories' temporary foreign worker overhaul is 'tragically misdirected': Christy Clark http://t.co/EV5YPyV9lC" @John_Yap - 02:49pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media jthornthwaite last tweet "RT @BCGovNews: Keep you up to date on all the work being done on BC's Throne Speech commitments: http://t.co/G0SSHncdsG" @jthornthwaite - 04:13pm Follow @jthornthwaite BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=14290&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 20, Number 2, October 2007 Victoria teachers fight for professional development days By Thierry Ponchet Are you taking professional development for granted in your local? PD days are under attack throughout the province. Victoria teachers have had an ongoing dispute with Greater Victoria School District regarding ownership of professional development days. The local’s position has always been that five of the non-instructional days belonged to teachers and that the board kept control of the ministry day. The board took the position that with the exception of the October Provincial PD day and the district-wide PD day in February, the remaining days belonged to the district. The union initiated a series of PD grievances that focussed on teacher professional autonomy with regard to PD days. Perhaps the grievance that had the most impact on PD in Victoria occurred in September 2005. This grievance involved a teacher who on a professional day advised her principal that she would not be attending the day’s literacy activities, but would instead be exercising her professional judgment to determine the appropriate professional development activity for her. The principal said that she expected the teacher to attend the literacy activity. The teacher asked the principal to clarify if she was ordering her to attend the school-based PD. Although the request was repeated several times, the principal never ordered the teacher to attend. The teacher spent the day doing professional development in her classroom. The teacher was subsequently disciplined by the district for insubordination. Many Greater Victoria teachers were outraged by the actions of the district. The union formulated a PD action plan that called for a concerted union action to apply pressure on the board. As a result of teachers’ taking a stand for professional development, the board agreed to strike a bi-partisan committee to resolve this issue. A one-year Letter of Agreement was signed that gave teachers control over four of the six non-instructional days and the right to determine the professional development activities at the school for all six NIDs. After a year of labour peace, the board inexplicably declined to renew the Letter of Agreement. District management took a hard line and cited the Kamloops PD arbitration decision as a disincentive for renegotiating an agreement. The district’s position was that teachers now owned only two of the six PD days. The remaining four would be under the control of the board. Again Victoria teachers supported their local executive who proposed a second PD action plan that called for teachers to attend an alternate GVTA PD event on the first PD day of the year. The executive proposed a detailed action plan that was endorsed by the local’s staff rep assembly. BCTF President Irene Lanzinger gave the keynote address, and other workshop facilitators were booked. We kept Victoria informed through several union alerts out to the schools. The union developed a pledge sheet entitled "I’ll be there" asking teachers to show their commitment to the action plan. We sent information packages to staff reps for dissemination to teachers in their schools. When the information packages reached the schools, it wasn’t long before the school district became more conciliatory. The possibility of disciplining several hundred teachers because of their stand on professional autonomy regarding professional development was worthy of a second thought. On Thursday, September 13, 2007, the Greater Victoria School District and the Greater Victoria Teachers’ Association signed a Letter of Agreement that gives Victoria teachers the right to determine what PD is best for them on four of the six NIDs. For the remaining two days, teachers need to get the authorization of the principal for participation at PD events outside the school. Again, the PD school-based committees are responsible for planning and organizing all PD activities. Finally, the Letter of Agreement has no sunset clause unless both parties agree to review the agreement. What have teachers learned from this experience? Teachers have learned that political action can be a very powerful force in dealing with a recalcitrant school district. When a significant number of teachers are determined on a course of action, when these professionals move forward as one, united in a common goal and vision, then they become practically unstoppable. The district did not want to be placed in the embarrassing position of ordering teachers to attend school-based PD activities. Although for teachers in other locals, our PD victory may seem small, for many Victoria teachers it has given them an increased sense of purpose and pride as professionals. Thierry Ponchet is president, Greater Victoria Teachers’ Association.)
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(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/SD63Stellys/status/492316303076503552,Stelly's Secondary on Twitter: "Congrats to Stelly's grad, Kirsten Sweetland - @K3Sport on winning a silver medal. We are very proud!" টুইটার অনুসন্ধান অনুসন্ধান টুইটার খুঁজুন সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ ভাষা : বাংলা. हिन्दी Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন টুইটার-এ নতুন ? আজই যোগদান করুন » সাইন ইন করুন ফোন, ইমেল বা ব্যবহারকারীর নাম পাসওয়ার্ড সাইন ইন আমাকে মনে রাখুন পাসওয়ার্ড ভুলে গেছেন? ইতিমধ্যে আপনি কি টেক্সট বার্তার মাধ্যমে টুইটার ব্যবহার করছেন? অনুসরণ অনুসরণ করা কর্মসমূহ:অনুসরণ না করা অবরুদ্ধ অবরোধ মুক্ত মুলতুবি বাতিল Stelly's Secondary ‏ @SD63Stellys ২৪ জুলাই Congrats to Stelly's grad, Kirsten Sweetland - @K3Sport on winning a silver medal. We are very proud! প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট পুনঃটুইটগুলি ৩ প্রিয়১ ৭:৩২ পূর্বাহ্ণ - ২৪ জুলাই, ২০১৪ Stelly's Secondary থেকে কোন আপডেট মিস্ করবেন না © 2014 টুইটার সম্বন্ধে সহায়তা বিজ্ঞপ্তি তথ্য বন্ধ মিডিয়াটিকে চিহ্নিত করুন এটি ইতিমধ্যে সংবেদনশীল কন্টেন্ট ধারণকারী হিসাবে চিহ্নিত হয়েছে। পতাকা তুলুন এটি সম্ভাব্যরূপে অবৈধ বিষয়বস্তুর ধারণকারী হিসেবে। সমর্পণ করা বাতিল মিডিয়াকে চিহ্নিত করা সম্পর্কে আরো জানুন খারিজ বন্ধ পূর্ববর্তী পরবর্তী বন্ধ একজন ব্যক্তির প্রোফাইলে যান সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ বন্ধ আপনার অনুসরণকারীদের এই পুনঃটুইটটি পাঠাবেন? বাতিল পুনঃটুইট বন্ধ আপনি কি নিশ্চিত যে এই টুইট মুছে দিতে চান? বাতিল মুছে ফেলুন বন্ধ রোধ করন বাতিল রোধ করন আপনার টুইটসমুহে একটি অবস্থান যুক্ত করুন যখন একটি অবস্থানের সঙ্গে আপনার টুইট করেন, টুইটার সেই অবস্থান সংরক্ষণ করে। প্রত্যেক টুইটের আগে আপনি আপনার অবস্থান চালু / বন্ধ করতে পারেন, এবং যে কোনও সময় আপনি আপনার অবস্থানের ইতিহাস মুছে ফেলতে পারেন। আরো জানুন অবস্থান চালু করুন এখন নয় স্থান বন্ধ করুন বন্ধ প্রোফাইল সারসংক্ষেপ বন্ধ আপনার তালিকাসমূহ বন্ধ একটি নতুন তালিকা তৈরি করুন নাম তালিকা বিবরণ 100 অক্ষরের কম, ঐচ্ছিক তালিকাসমূহ:গোপনীয়তা সাধারণ · যে কেউ এই তালিকা অনুসরণ করতে পারেন ব্যক্তিগত · শুধুমাত্র আপনিই এই তালিকায় প্রবেশ করতে পারবেন তালিকা সংরক্ষণ করুন বন্ধ বন্ধ এই টুইট স্থাপিত কর আপনার নীচের ওয়েবসাইটে কোডটি অনুলিপি দ্বারা এই টুইট যোগ করুন * আরও জানুন হুম, সার্ভারে পৌঁছনোর একটি সমস্যা ছিল। পরে আবার চেষ্টা করবেন? প্রকৃত টুইট অন্তর্ভুক্ত করুন অন্তর্ভুক্ত মিডিয়া প্রাকদর্শন বন্ধ টুইটারে নিবন্ধন করুন টুইটারে নেই? নিবন্ধন করুন, আপনির পছন্দের বিষয়গুলির সাথে যুক্ত হন, এবং তাদের বিষয়ে হালনাগাদ পান। একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন » বন্ধ দুটি উপায় (প্রেরণ এবং গ্রহণ) শর্ট কোড: দেশ কোড গ্রাহকদের জন্য মার্কিন যুক্তরাষ্ট্র 40404 (যে কোন) কানাডা 21212 (যে কোন) যুক্তরাজ্য 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM হাইতি 40404 Digicel, Voila আয়ারল্যান্ড 51210 Vodafone, O2 ভারত 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance ইন্দোনেশিয়া 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » অন্য দেশসমুহের এসএসএস সংক্ষিপ্ত কোড দেখুন বন্ধ নিশ্চিতকরণ)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Foster parents are ordinary people engaged in extraordinary acts of kindness. Join the team! http://t.co/6jUkcsOp6V" @Teresa_Wat - 04:31pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/SD63Stellys?lang=vi,Stelly's Secondary (@SD63Stellys) | Twitter Twitter Truy vấn tìm kiếm Tìm kiếm Twitter Tìm kiếm đã lưu Xóa Tài khoản được xác nhận @ Người dùng gợi ý Tài khoản được xác nhận @ Tài khoản được xác nhận @ Ngôn ngữ: Tiếng Việt Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Đã có tài khoản? Đăng nhập Mới dùng Twitter? Tham gia ngay » Đăng nhập Điện thoại, email hoặc tên người dùng Mật khẩu Đăng nhập Ghi nhớ tôi Quên mật khẩu? Bạn đã dùng Twitter qua tin nhắn văn bản? Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys Tweet 282 Ảnh/Video 104 Đang theo dõi 34 Người theo dõi 209 Yêu thích 1   Thêm nữa Yêu thích Danh sách Bật tiếng @SD63Stellys Tắt tiếng @SD63Stellys Theo dõi Đang theo dõi actions:Ngừng theo dõi Bị chặn Bỏ chặn Đang chờ Hủy Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys Home of the Stingers Saanichton, BC, Canada stellys.sd63.bc.ca Đã tham gia tháng 4 2012 104 Ảnh và video Tweet Tweet Tweets & replies Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys  ·  5 g #stellys clubs day tomorrow in the gym. Come check out what is happening and get involved. There is something for everyone. Trả lời 0 replies Tweet lại Đã Tweet lại 0 retweets Yêu thích Đã yêu thích 0 favorites Thêm nữa Tweet được Nhúng East Saanich 2, British Columbia Stelly's Secondary retweeted Lori Lumley @TDRLori  ·  02 thg 10 Thank you Stellys for your INCREDIBLE welcome and shout out to Student Leadership for huge donation. GO STINGERS! pic.twitter.com/JUxvcan6cL Tour de Rock, Victoria Police và Tina Pierik Xem thêm ảnh và video Trả lời 0 replies Tweet lại Đã Tweet lại 2 retweets 2 Yêu thích Đã yêu thích 4 favorites 4 Thêm nữa Tweet được Nhúng Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys  ·  02 thg 10 Stelly's students line the halls for a parade of honour for the #tourderock riders. Thanks for… http://instagram.com/p/tqrZ3Iprov/  Trả lời 0 replies Tweet lại Đã Tweet lại 2 retweets 2 Yêu thích Đã yêu thích 3 favorites 3 Thêm nữa Tweet được Nhúng Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys  ·  02 thg 10 RT @tpierik: Stelly's Tour de Rock mom! Proud kids! #stellys #tourderock #bced #sd63 pic.twitter.com/dqPDTMgm1z Xem thêm ảnh và video Trả lời 0 replies Tweet lại Đã Tweet lại 0 retweets Yêu thích Đã yêu thích 0 favorites Thêm nữa Tweet được Nhúng Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys  ·  02 thg 10 RT @tpierik: Welcome to Stelly's Tour de Rock! #stellys #sd63 #tourderock #bced pic.twitter.com/hmfiRTllZZ Xem thêm ảnh và video Trả lời 0 replies Tweet lại Đã Tweet lại 0 retweets Yêu thích Đã yêu thích 0 favorites Thêm nữa Tweet được Nhúng Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys  ·  02 thg 10 #stellys students and staff shaved heads to raise money for #tourderock & #copsforcancer Thanks for… http://instagram.com/p/tqKxejJrkz/  Trả lời 0 replies Tweet lại Đã Tweet lại 0 retweets Yêu thích Đã yêu thích 0 favorites Thêm nữa Tweet được Nhúng Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys  ·  02 thg 10 #stellys is proud to welcome #tourderock visit today. Meet the teacher tonite 6:30-8:00. Early closure today at 2:05. Trả lời 0 replies Tweet lại Đã Tweet lại 1 retweets 1 Yêu thích Đã yêu thích 1 favorites 1 Thêm nữa Tweet được Nhúng Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys  ·  01 thg 10 RT @tpierik: Stelly's supporting Tour De Rock! #stellys #tourderock #sd63 pic.twitter.com/3PH2UO2qIv Xem thêm ảnh và video Trả lời 0 replies Tweet lại Đã Tweet lại 0 retweets Yêu thích Đã yêu thích 1 favorites 1 Thêm nữa Tweet được Nhúng Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys  ·  01 thg 10 RT @tpierik: A big Stelly's Thank you to Studio 63 Stylists! #stellys #tourderock #sd63 pic.twitter.com/i3LMo5Ta4u Xem thêm ảnh và video Trả lời 0 replies Tweet lại Đã Tweet lại 0 retweets Yêu thích Đã yêu thích 1 favorites 1 Thêm nữa Tweet được Nhúng Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys  ·  29 thg 9 Remember to bring in $2 for @CopsForCancer this week. #tourderock visits Thursday. #stellys staff head shaves fundraiser on wed Trả lời 0 replies Tweet lại Đã Tweet lại 2 retweets 2 Yêu thích Đã yêu thích 2 favorites 2 Thêm nữa Tweet được Nhúng Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys  ·  26 thg 9 Happy Friday #Stellys! Have a great weekend. Trả lời 0 replies Tweet lại Đã Tweet lại 0 retweets Yêu thích Đã yêu thích 0 favorites Thêm nữa Tweet được Nhúng Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys  ·  24 thg 9 Regular wednesday schedule today and picture day! #stellys Trả lời 0 replies Tweet lại Đã Tweet lại 0 retweets Yêu thích Đã yêu thích 0 favorites Thêm nữa Tweet được Nhúng Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys  ·  23 thg 9 Sept. 24th is picture day at #stellys. Wait that’s TOMORROW!! #whatamigoingtowear #howismyhair Trả lời 0 replies Tweet lại Đã Tweet lại 0 retweets Yêu thích Đã yêu thích 0 favorites Thêm nữa Tweet được Nhúng Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys  ·  23 thg 9 Congrats to grade 10 student, Elena Moss who finished 7th at the #wych in New Caledonia, France. #stelly's pride! Trả lời 0 replies Tweet lại Đã Tweet lại 4 retweets 4 Yêu thích Đã yêu thích 3 favorites 3 Thêm nữa Tweet được Nhúng Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys  ·  23 thg 9 11s & 12s only today from 1205 - 305. Regular #stellys classes start Wednesday. Trả lời 0 replies Tweet lại Đã Tweet lại 0 retweets Yêu thích Đã yêu thích 0 favorites Thêm nữa Tweet được Nhúng Stelly's Secondary retweeted SD63 Transportation @sd63bus  ·  22 thg 9 For Tuesday the 23rd. Elementary/Middle Schools, regular AM/PM schedules. Secondary's AM pickup between 11:20 and 11:58. Regular PM departs. Trả lời 0 replies Tweet lại Đã Tweet lại 3 retweets 3 Yêu thích Đã yêu thích 0 favorites Thêm nữa Tweet được Nhúng Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys  ·  22 thg 9 Excited to meet and reunite with new and returning #stellys students today! Reminder only 9s and 10s today from 12:05 - 3:05 #sd63 Trả lời 0 replies Tweet lại Đã Tweet lại 0 retweets Yêu thích Đã yêu thích 0 favorites Thêm nữa Tweet được Nhúng Stelly's Secondary retweeted SD63 Transportation @sd63bus  ·  19 thg 9 All Secondary Schools for Mon the 22nd. AM pickup between 11:30 & 11:58. Departing from school at regular times. Trả lời 0 replies Tweet lại Đã Tweet lại 5 retweets 5 Yêu thích Đã yêu thích 0 favorites Thêm nữa Tweet được Nhúng Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys  ·  19 thg 9 Welcome back #stellys! We cant wait 2 see you! Monday Sept 22 Grade 9&10 only 12:05 to 3:05. Tuesday Sept 23 Grade 11&12 only 12:05 to 3:05 Trả lời 0 replies Tweet lại Đã Tweet lại 2 retweets 2 Yêu thích Đã yêu thích 0 favorites Thêm nữa Tweet được Nhúng Stelly's Secondary retweeted SD 63 Saanich @sd63schools  ·  19 thg 9 Welcome back #sd63 students and staff. Please check local #sd63 school websites about startup for students on Monday http://www.sd63.bc.ca/news/2014/09/welcome-back … Trả lời 0 replies Tweet lại Đã Tweet lại 3 retweets 3 Yêu thích Đã yêu thích 0 favorites Thêm nữa Tweet được Nhúng Twitter có thể đang bị quá tải hoặc tạm thời trục trặc. Thử lại Truy cập Trạng thái Twitter để biết thêm thông tin. Đóng Stelly's Secondary đã theo dõi Đừng bỏ lỡ bất kỳ cập nhật nào từ Stelly's Secondary Saanichton, BC, Canada · Thay đổi © 2014 Twitter Giới thiệu Trợ giúp Thông tin quảng cáo Đóng Chủ đề phổ biến Chủ đề phổ biến được định hướng cho bạn. Chủ đề phổ biến là cách độc đáo giúp bạn đến gần hơn với những điều bạn quan tâm. Các chủ đề được định hướng cho bạn dựa trên vị trí của bạn và những người bạn theo dõi. Thay đổi Giữ Chủ đề phổ biến được định hướng Lấy chủ đề phổ biến toàn cầu Hoàn tất Bỏ qua Đóng Trước Tiếp theo Đóng Đi đến hồ sơ của một người dùng Tìm kiếm đã lưu Xóa Tài khoản được xác nhận @ Người dùng gợi ý Tài khoản được xác nhận @ Tài khoản được xác nhận @ Đóng Tweet lại cho những người theo dõi bạn? Hủy Tweet lại Đóng Bạn có chắc chắn muốn xóa Tweet này? Hủy Xóa Đóng Chặn Hủy Chặn Thêm vị trí vào Tweet của bạn Khi bạn đăng Tweet kèm theo vị trí, Twitter sẽ lưu lại vị trí đó. Bạn có thể bật/tắt định vị trước khi đăng Tweet và luôn có thể xóa lịch sử vị trí của bạn. Tìm hiểu thêm Bật định vị Không phải bây giờ Tắt định vị Đóng Tóm tắt hồ sơ Đóng Danh sách của bạn Đóng Tạo danh sách mới Tên danh sách Mô tả Dưới 100 ký tự, tùy chọn lists:Riêng tư Công khai · Bất kỳ ai cũng có thể theo dõi danh sách này Riêng tư · Chỉ bạn mới có thể truy cập được danh sách này Lưu danh sách Đóng Đóng Đã nhúng Tweet này Thêm Tweet này vào trang web của bạn bằng cách sao chép đoạn mã bên dưới. Tìm hiểu thêm Hừm, đã xảy ra lỗi khi kết nối với máy chủ. Thử lại? Bao gồm Tweet gốc Bao gồm phương tiện Xem trước Đóng Đăng ký Twitter Chưa có tài khoản Twitter? Hãy đăng ký, theo dõi những điều bạn quan tâm và nhận cập nhật mới nhất. Đã có tài khoản? Đăng nhập » Đóng Mã ngắn hai chiều (gửi và nhận): Quốc gia Mã Đối với khách hàng của Hoa Kỳ 40404 (bất kỳ) Canada 21212 (bất kỳ) Vương quốc Anh 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM Haiti 40404 Digicel, Voila Ireland 51210 Vodafone, O2 Ấn Độ 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Indonesia 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » Xem mã ngắn SMS cho quốc gia khác Đóng Xác nhận)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2011/10/teachers-upset-with-bcpsea-allegations.html?showComment=1319777839122,Staffroom Confidential: Teachers upset with BCPSEA allegations and threats Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Thursday, October 27, 2011 Teachers upset with BCPSEA allegations and threats Teachers in Greater Victoria flooded the District email server today to tell Trustees the truth about teachers' working hours. They were upset at the suggestion by BCPSEA that teachers should be paying 15% of their salary back to Boards (via the union) because of our job action. Here are some excerpts from their letters: We'll, I've just spent my lunch hour running around like a 'chicken with it's head cut off' trying to prep. for my afternoon classes. This is a regular occurrence now that my prep. time is among the lowest in Canada and I have to do all my own photocopying and the other countless jobs in order to effectively present lessons for my students. Of course, marking and assessing my students' work usually has to wait until the evening when my daughter is asleep and I can have several hours to myself. I urge you to reconsider your position, speak out against this LRB application, and urge your local negotiating team to get back to the table and bargain in good faith. It is key that you have a clear understanding of the ongoing dedication of the work teachers are committed to inside and out of their classrooms....As far as reporting, as a special education teacher, I am currently writing 8-12 page IEP reports for each of my students, meeting with parents in 90 minute meetings and collaborating with staff on how best these students can be supported. Please pay attention and take positive action to support teachers, students and schools. It was with a great deal of sadness that I read about the total lack of respect exhibited by those that would seek to punish myself and my colleagues for attempting to follow a process that was, I assumed, a fundamental right. Like every teaching professional I have done my job in the classroom, which includes communicating with parents when they so desired, or when I was concerned about an individual student. After regular school hours, as the senior Drama teacher in the district, I put in countless hours in the presentation of productions, as do all other extra curricular teachers and coaches... What is wrong with this picture? I too work between 45 and 50 hours a week for little over four days a week pay. I have enough self respect to know I’m shamefully underpaid, but there are other considerations. No one yet has mentioned what this crushing need in our schools has done to our family members. Yesterday, I got a phone call from my husband. His mother is dying. He was scrambling to arrange a last minute flight back east so he could be there at the end. After school, instead of rushing home to make him a meal before rushing him out to the airport, I was in my classroom, talking with a boy who has escaped gang life. He wanted my advice on a budding romance between him and an older co-worker. He wanted to talk about his mother, who is dying. He needed to tell me about his father, who has cancer. His sister has special needs. I spent an hour with him, ignoring the huge stack of marking on my desk, the fact that at home I had a sick child, the fact that my husband had just learned he was about to lose his mother, and was present and patient with this kid, because this kid and every other kid in this province matter. This isn’t a game. It’s not some pathetic macho posturing on our part. Our job takes it out of our bones, and we do it because we care. Does anyone else? My husband ended up making supper. Again. This year has been a roller coaster, so far, to say the least. I was excited and enthusiastic to begin my classes and meet my new students, and this element of my job has not let me down in the slightest. I feel inspired and energized on a daily basis and sink my heart, soul and body into my students and their learning. I have corresponded with parents, sent home progress reports, worked with students before and after school as well as during my lunch hours. I am thrilled once again to be so involved with the young minds of our future and to be amongst fellow professionals. My colleagues and I continue to meet in our departments and on school based teams with the intention to provide the very best educational experiences for our students. On the flip side, is the absolutely devastating disrespect of our employer. We seem to be a throw away profession, attacked publicly, who do not garner even a modicum of positive support or respect from the Ministry of Education. It is heartbreaking that we invest 5 years of our lives and tens of thousands of dollars to become the very teachers who are so devalued in this province. On the heels of the countless hours of my own time that I spend marking, I am a senior level, secondary English teacher, and providing student support and activities, I learned yesterday that the government is seeking to reduce our pay by 15-20%. I was on my way to work at the time, and wanted nothing more than to turn around, go back home and issue my resignation...I am glad that I am not an easily defeated person, and arrived at work EARLY and in a positive mood to meet my students. I will NOT resign, but only strengthen my resolve to unite with my colleagues to make the changes desperately needed for our students of today and the future. I need you to support me and my colleagues. We are not doing less.... we are doing everything we are suppose to do and more. I started this email last night at 11pm when I was replying to student emails and communications to parents. I have made it very clear to all my parents and students that I am available to update, discuss and communicate any time that they want. I've told them I will call, evenings, weekends, what ever works for them. I have not shut down but rather freely open the doors to parental participation and support without hesitation. Perhaps this job action is the best possible situation for parental and teacher relations. I want to be that teacher parents know they can trust and rely on to help support their children. I work incredibly hard to make it so. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 4:47 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 8 comments: AnonymousOctober 27, 2011 at 8:39 PM Am I working 20% less? Let's see: I'm still at school by 7 (way before the admin). I'm still there after 5 each night (long after admin has gone). I'm still coming in on the weekend to prep and mark (with fellow teachers, no admin). I've emailed regular updates (once, twice, sometimes thrice a week) to my students' parents. Yet I read that teachers are supposedly neglecting parental communication? I have an email folder that I call "Job Security". It's jammed full of communications from parents thanking me for keeping them in the loop. It's there because I'm expecting some district data expert to question what I'm worth! George, please follow me for a day before you make ignorant claims.ReplyDelete Ian WenigerOctober 27, 2011 at 9:57 PM And don't get me started on a Teachers Council that ISN'T.ReplyDelete AnonymousOctober 28, 2011 at 7:07 AM 16%!? When the hell did that happen?ReplyDelete AnonymousOctober 28, 2011 at 8:05 PM I have worked full time and more since Sept - extra at home and weekends. However, because I am a teacher-librarian, my two schools couldn't find enough time to officially give me 1.0 fte. I therefore work the same hours as everyone else, but get .941 of full time pay. I used to do report cards (for 17 years). It took hours of extra time. Now I do hours of other jobs. Maybe MLAs should have their pay cut when they are not sitting in the legislature. That would make more sense.ReplyDelete AnonymousOctober 29, 2011 at 6:18 PM I worked as a teacher for over a decade in BC before recently moving to Alberta. I am disgusted and disheartened by this blantant union busting attempt. It is with complete ignorance about the teaching profession that someone would demand a paycut for job action by saying teachers are working less at this time. All of my teaching friends are following the same protocol we've followed for years - keeping parents well-informed about their children's progress via formal and informal meetings, phone calls, and newsletters or emails. Not once in my career did I ever have time to write my report cards at school during school hours. Like most teachers, all of my reports were done at home, long after the families, students, and government officials had called their day finished. My colleagues who are student support teachers or counsellors spend copious amounts of hours dealing with the school board issued broadband restrictions that limit accessibility to the BCECIS documentation process they are required to complete for each student on their caseload. Teachers take time out of every part of their day (and often their wallets as well) to make sure their students are successful, feeling loved, clothed and fed. We give up our time with our own families to coach, mentor, put on extra-curricular after hours activities such as concerts. We donate our time in support of parent-run fun events. We buy the cupcakes at school bake sales. Like myself, many teachers who move schools or communities stay in touch with their former students. I'm sure what this speaker MEANT to suggest was a 15% pay raise that reflects the actual out of classroom time and money spent by most teachers in preparation for, reporting of, and loving of their students. SHAME ON YOU.ReplyDelete AnonymousNovember 15, 2011 at 8:01 AM the damage inflicted upon us by the Liberals will not be repaired by the NDP. Jim Morrison: ....."this is the end" my friend.ReplyDelete AnonymousNovember 22, 2011 at 6:49 PM A former colleague in my district is now an MLA/cabinet minister and noted that his "new" job is a lot easier than teaching was. Interesting that his salary is now more than double that of the highest paid teachers in his former workplace.ReplyDelete AnonymousNovember 24, 2011 at 7:24 PM It disgusts me to think that people actually believe that rubbish. The amount of hours and time spent by teachers outside of the classroom is astounding. What angers me even more is that principals were once teachers too and they should know, and be able to pass on, how much time it takes to prepare lessons, mark, write report cards. They were in the same position as we are, yet their support diminishes during this time of negotiation. Our current government talks a lot of rhetoric when they say they value education and want to invest in our childrens' future. Quite frankly I don't see it. The only thing I see is that after each election the governing body decides it it is time to give themselves a raise. Maybe they should take a pay cut and put the money into the children's education instead.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ▼  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ▼  October (16) Abbott's plan: some thoughts... Teachers upset with BCPSEA allegations and threats... BCPSEA's hypocritical application to LRB over BC t... Occupy Education Builds Momentum The "transformation agenda" for BC education? - fo... Big brother and the Ministry of Education How to judge a School Board candidate - by their r... Solidarity and the 99% - Why teachers should suppo... Occupying Education Abbott's plan: Drastic changes with no consultatio... Guest post: Tobey Steeves on Bills 27/28 - a perso... BCPSEA - missing the point on local bargaining We are the 99 BC government proposal for class composition is "r... A little interlude... BC School Trustees consider a teacher lockout ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=15192,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2008 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 20, Number 5, March 2008 New BCTF lesson aids 1 LA 9935—Universal Design for Learning: Using Technology to Remove Barriers to Curriculum by the Learning Assistance Teachers’ Association, 77 p. ©2007. This issue of The Vital Link (Summer 2007) includes articles on Universal Design for Learning (UDL), which means using the power and flexibility of technology to provide multiple approaches to learning to accommodate individual differences. UDL was originally developed by the Center for Applied Technology in Wakefield, MA. Mirrored on the universal design movement in architecture and product development (headsets, speaker phones, curb cuts) UDL provides a way to create methods, materials, and assessments that meet the needs of diverse learners. This issue includes several feature articles that describe UDL in action. K–12. $15 2 LA 9936—Supporting Students in the Grey Area by the Learning Assistance Teachers’ Association, 72 p. ©2007. This issue of The Vital Link (Fall 2007) is a combined effort between the Provincial Intermediate Teachers’ Association and the LATA. The issue includes articles on the theme that concerns all teachers—"grey-area" kids. These are students who are struggling to achieve learning outcomes for any number of reasons including social, economic, emotional, slower learning pace, cultural, behavioural, etc. The one thing they have in common is that they are not designated as students with exceptionalities. The numerous articles discuss and address the topic in a variety of areas. K–12. $15 3 LA 2080—Working Lives: A Musical History of Labour and Enterprise in British Columbia by John McLachlan and Valerie Dare, Musical CD and 22 p. ©2007. Working Lives is an online learning resource (www.workinglives.ca) that provides a uniquely creative perspective on the social and economic history of the province. Developed by a teacher-librarian in collaboration with a singer/songwriter, Working Lives supports the Social Studies 10 curriculum by exploring through song the working conditions of pioneers in fishing, mining, logging, and transportation. Some characters, like legendary miner Billy Barker, are well known while the memory of others like Albert J. Savoie, who started the first ferry service to Hornby Island, is kept alive through the songs they inspired. Each of the 10 songs, sung by John McLachlan who also wrote three original songs for the project, can be downloaded and are also included in a CD in the printed package. Archival photographs and pen and ink drawings give the songs a visual context, while background information and learning activities in a PDF format encourage students to actively engage with the website. Extension activities and extensive bibliographies enable further research. Some activities are also suitable for the study of communities in Grades 5 and 6 social studies. $5 4 LA 8037—Reading Pals: Short and Long Vowels: K–1 by Creative Teaching Press, 49 p. ©2007. This interactive Reading Pals book includes whimsical reading pals characters: Top Hat Cat, Ribbit the Frog, and Ziggy the Pig. The book provides students the opportunity for repeated reading practise, which leads to fluent and confident readers. The book includes 12 full-colour Reading Pals—four of each character—with punch-out text frames designed to isolate letters, sounds, and words; a black and white reproducible of each design with suggested activities, and multilevel activity pages. $6.95 5 LA 8063—Phonemic Awareness Instant Learning Centers: K–2, 34 p. ©2004. This resource contains four ready-to-go centers to keep students on task and reinforce key concepts. The book includes task cards and 66 picture and letter cards. Each center includes a task card, a center management card and all the picture and letter cards students need to complete the center activity. No reproducing, coloring or cutting is required for the cards and all cards are color coded to assist in managing the materials for each center. Note this book is produced in the USA and may contain some US-based standards. $10.95 6 LA 8439—Math Facts to 20: K–1 by Creative Teaching Press, 34 p. ©2007. This build-a-skill instant book is designed to teach basic skills as students read and reread their fun and easy-to-make instant books. Instant books are good for extension activities, learning centers or homework assignments. This resource features reproducible instant books focusing on a variety of addition and subtraction facts to help children increase their immediate recognition of basic facts, and develop their mathematical thinking. $4.95 7 LA 9185—Reading: Grade 7 by Creative Teaching Press, 114 p. ©2005. This book includes a wide range of activities that focus on essential grade-level skills and strategies. These activities are shaped and influenced by current research findings in literacy instruction grounded in the Reading First Initiative. Suitable for ESL students also. Each activity book is divided into five units with reading selections in each unit that all center on a common theme. Each unit features these skill strands: phonemic awareness, phonics/ structural word analysis, vocabulary, fluency and comprehension. $8.95 8 LA 9429—Math: Grade 7 by Creative Teaching Press, 114 p. ©2005. This resource book includes 100 activity pages to make math fun while offering students plenty of essential computation practice infused with a strong problem-solving strand. Instruction and practice for key skills in numeration and number theory, operations, geometry, and measurement, patterns, functions, and algebra and data analysis, probability, and problem solving. Practice tests and answer key included. $8.95 9 LA 9518—Circulatory System Sharp Chart by Creative Teaching Press, 43 cm x 53 cm, ©2003. This coloured chart includes detailed illustrations, labeled body parts, concise descriptions of body functions, and, for further exploration, four blackline reproducibles with task cards printed on the back. Grades 3–8. $8.95 10 LA 9519—Digestive System Sharp Chart by Creative Teaching Press, 43 cm x 53 cm, ©2003. This coloured chart includes detailed illustrations, labeled body parts, concise descriptions of body functions, and, for further exploration, four blackline reproducibles with task cards printed on the back. Grades 3–8. $8.95 More curriculum resources and information are available at www.bcalmer.ca. To order the above lesson aids, enclose a cheque payable to the BCTF or authorized PO to BCTF Lesson Aids Service, 100-550 West 6th Avenue, Vancouver, BC V5Z 4P2 or call 604-871-2180, toll free 1-800-663-9163, ext. 2180, with a Visa or Mastercard. GST, postage/ handling are included in prices. Orders sent by return mail. Lesson Aids office and display room hours: 9–5 p.m. Mon. to Fri. from Sept. to June; 9–5. Tues. to Fri. during July and Aug.; 9–12 on Sat. during Sept., Oct., Jan., and Feb. bctf.ca/LessonAids. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=27110,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 7, May/June 2012   Expect more from your government  By Murray Dobbin   Something is happening in Canada that seems, in the context of a majority Harper government, counter-intuitive. Harper continues implementing his right-wing revolution by fiat, and Preston Manning’s “democracy” institute says Canadians actually want “less” government and more individual responsibility. Yet a flurry of polls in the past few weeks and months suggest two dramatic counterpoints to this self-serving narrative. First, in a development that is virtually unprecedented, inequality has become, by far, Canadians’ top concern displacing the perennial front-runner, Medicare. And closely related are a number of polls showing that Canadians in large majorities think wealthy people and corporations should pay more taxes. They are even willing to pay more themselves. How these attitudes will play out over the longer term is hard to predict. Other trends are not so encouraging. The trouble with normal, Bruce Cockburn told us, is it always gets worse. The longer-term threat to democracy is that we become inured to the systematic assaults on it. It is easy to get demoralized with what one US writer called “surplus powerlessness.” Without an obvious short-term solution to the quasi-dictatorship of the Harper government, the easiest response is to deny it is happening—and then get used to it. No opposition party has so far said that they are committed to reversing all the reactionary and destructive actions of this government. Yet this is what we should be demanding of them. The myriad assaults on the nation being implemented by Harper are really just the latest chapter in what has been a revolution of lowered expectations: a deliberate and systematic culture war on ordinary Canadians deeply held values about the role of government. Starting in the late 1980s with the FTA campaign, corporations and their propaganda agencies like the Fraser Institute, set out to reverse the so-called welfare state, and the belief system it rested on. The slogan for the free-traders was simple and repeated endlessly: there is no alternative. Of course there were alternatives, just none that the corporate state was going to allow. Neo-liberals and the Christian right have been engaged in a 30-year process of trying to change the political culture into something more akin to the individualism of the US. To do that they had to demonize government—the institution of collective action that distinguished us from our southern neighbours. The free-trade battle was followed by the deficit hysteria campaign promoting the spectre of hitting the (non-existent) debt wall, softening Canadians up for huge cuts to social spending (courtesy Paul Martin). Demonizing government and government workers (lazy, privileged, self-interested, overpaid) also prepared the ground for the laying off of 50,000 federal employees. And, of course, as programs were diminished so too was the average citizen’s trust in government. Lastly was the whole question of taxes and tax cuts—the litmus test of a new political culture of smaller government and individual responsibility. Framing taxes as a burden, and telling people they knew how to spend their money better than government, the Liberal and Conservative regimes handed out billions upon billions of tax cuts in their efforts to downsize democracy. Yet the whole project is turning out to be a failure. Canadians’ values have changed very little since the 1960s and ‘70s. What has changed are people’s expectations of what is possible from government. We cling stubbornly to our values but no longer expect to see them reflected in government policies. Until now. Thanks in large part to the wonderful activists in the occupy movement, suddenly Canadians are emerging from this war on democracy with the beginnings of what it will take to turn things around. There is growing evidence that for a majority of Canadians, personal experience is beginning to trump propaganda. As they see services decline, inequality rise, infrastructure crumble, and democracy erode, what they have always known comes to the fore—that a civilized society is fair and that you have to pay for it. For 31% of Canadians to say (as they did in this Ekos poll) that inequality is their number one concern, placing fiscal issues at 9% means this sentiment has been growing for sometime. It just took the catalyst of the occupy rebellion to bring it forward. And the many polls revealing we are prepared to pay more taxes is an obvious extension of that moral imperative. The Ekos poll showed 59% chose investing in social programs as the highest government priority, compared to 16% who wanted to keep taxes as low as possible.> The Broadbent Institute’s recent polling was even more encouraging. Seventy-seven percent identified inequality as a major problem undermining Canadian values, were willing to do their part to address it, and believed it should be a government priority to deal with it. While a large percentage supported fairer taxes (with the wealthy and corporations paying more) a significant majority, 64%, were willing to pay more themselves to save social programs—72% of Liberal and NDP supporters and even 58% of Conservative supporters agreed. The majority support held across regions, gender, age, education level, and family income. When the provincial NDP in Ontario recently called for a modest 2% tax hike for those earning half a million dollars or more the public response was overwhelmingly in favour—by a margin of 78% in favour to 17% opposed. The Liberal government read the polls—and agreed to the tax increase to get the NDP’s support for its budget. Even in Calgary—in the heart of anti-tax country—55% supported increasing municipal taxes while only 10% called for a decrease. The media seems completely caught off guard by these and other polls. The Globe and Mail did an interactive poll the day before federal budget and declared: “What stood out was the across the board call for higher taxes.” People were willing to see the GST restored to 7%. A columnist for The National Post worried that the arguments against taxing the wealthy were not very convincing—especially when the mainstream is supportive. When it comes to tax cuts the message is clear: enough is enough. At the same time as the polling is showing these remarkable results, there are now several organizations calling for fairer taxes: Doctors for Fair Taxation, Lawyers for Fair Taxation, and Faith Leaders for Fair Taxation. There is also a national group, Canadians for Tax Fairness (which I am associated with) and groups beginning to form at the provincial level—such as Nova Scotians for Tax Fairness. There is the Canadian section of the international uncut anti-austerity movement, with 14 local chapters across the country. NUPGE, the federation of provincial government employee unions has been running an amazing tax campaign called “All Together Now” for a couple of years. The movement for equality and tax fairness is barely off the ground and it already has majority support across the country. Now the opposition parties have to show that they have the courage and the principles to respond to this progressive sentiment. If the Liberals and the NDP ever manage to form a coalition government, the first item on which they should agree is the need for tax fairness and sufficient revenue to restore the Canada we once had and go beyond it. The Ekos poll revealed that 60% of Canadians say they would be more likely to vote for a party that pledged to raise taxes on the rich. For Canadians and opposition parties the time for lowered expectations is over. Expect more.  Murray Dobbin, political commentator, analyst, journalist, broadcaster, author, Powell River.  Murray Dobbin’s blog, April 24, 2012, murraydobbin.ca  Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/02/negotiate-dont-legislate.html,Staffroom Confidential: Negotiate, don't legislate Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Friday, February 10, 2012 Negotiate, don't legislate With the appointment of a so-called "fact finder", the BC government is apparently orchestrating its plan to legislate BC teachers and impose a contract. I say "so-called" because the government has appointed one of their own...we cannot expect any serious, independent report from an appointed government bureaucrat. He is not independent. He is not an arbitrator, mediator, or from the Labour Board. Worse than that, in his previous life, Trevor Hughes worked for the employer's association in healthcare - the BC Health Employers Association. This is the health care equivalent of teachers' employers association, BC Public School Employers Association. In my mind, the report is a foregone conclusion, and is simply a set up to give the government some PR when they use the legislative hammer. Teachers have not provided a reason to legislate, so the government will manufacture one. Sadly, a few voices joined the call for a legislated end, including one Trustee in my school district, Michael McEvoy. McEvoy incensed teachers when he suggested on CBC that the job action is hurting children. He conveniently failed to mention the impact of Bills 27 and 28 which eliminated class size and class composition rules and has been devastating for student learning. How anyone could suggest a missed report card is equivalent to the elimination of $3 billion in funding over the last decade is just mind boggling. But back to the "fact finder"...the question is "can there be a negotiated settlement?" My answer is yes. But to get there, the government will have respond to teachers in bargaining. They have so far refused to engage in any bargaining on salary, benefits, improving working and learning conditions and restoring teachers' rights to negotiate class sizes. They have refused to discuss anything that does not fit their agenda. They have refused to discuss anything that costs a penny. How is this working towards a negotiated settlement? A legislated settlement will not solve the government's problem. It will not enable government to consider changes to our education system in a collaborative and respectful manner. It will alienate and anger teachers and create more barriers with the 40,000 people who actually teach kids in classrooms every day. There are many other options for the government to pursue - first and foremost changing their "mandate".  Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 12:47 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 4 comments: Skinny DipperFebruary 10, 2012 at 3:46 PM One of the things teachers do hae is leverage on extra-curricular activities and co-curricular activities/field trips (during the school day). If a contract is imposed on teachers by the government, then the teachers may choose to withdraw from participating in these activities for the duration of the contract. This did happen during the Mike Harris Ontario Conservative government when teachers withdrew from extra-curricular activities.ReplyDelete Skinny DipperFebruary 10, 2012 at 3:46 PM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Skinny DipperFebruary 10, 2012 at 3:50 PM Another thing that teachers could refuse to do during the duriation of an imposed contract is to refuse to act as principal-designate. This is when a principal is required to leave the school and there is no vice-principal to replace him/her.ReplyDelete AnonymousFebruary 12, 2012 at 9:35 PM As a teacher of 23 years, and a witness to this "charade" laughingly called "bargaining", if the government legislates us then all goodwill is gone! Any extras will be pulled...9:00 to 3:00. This government will find out that there is a consequence to their disrespect and heavy-handedness! Remember parents, we tried very hard to keep Phase I as far away from the students as possible. If you are a citizen who cares about public education...a system that consistently ranks in the top 5 WORLDWIDE, then force this government to negotiate, not legislate. McEvoy is on the wrong side when he requests legislation...watch the fall-out when angry parents find out how eroded this system will become.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ▼  February (11) BC Teachers' Day of Action: It's about priorities.... Rally to support teachers for a fair deal On a legislated contract and parents who care - on... Will the BC government agree to mediation to resol... Confusing differentiation with adverse discriminat... Are BC workers getting wage increases? Are Principals friends of public education? Negotiate, don't legislate BC's Learning Improvement Fund - 1 minute per stud... Go east, young teacher Kevin Falcon speaks the Liberal truth - serve the ... ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=31331,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2013 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 26, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 2013   Teaching about homophobia Know where your support is  By Shannon Rerie   Standing up in the front of a class of 30 watching eyes, my hands shaking and my heart pounding, I start the conversation about anti-homophobia, racism, sexism, acceptance, and diversity. I have this conversation every year in my class and every year I fear it will go sideways and that the backlash from parents will begin anew. We’ve all had those thoughts when teaching a controversial issue. Whether we’re teaching about Israel/Palestine, the Tsilhqot’in War, anti-homophobia, or, in some districts, sexual education, we fear how the class will react, how parents will react, and if we are setting ourselves up for a fall. A few years ago, at the New Teachers’ Conference, I picked up some “homophobia-free zone” posters for my wall. I naively put up the posters all over the school and my classroom and before I knew it I was knee-deep in controversy. Parents were calling administration to have their students pulled from my class for promoting gayness, students were going out of their way to test my anti-homophobia policy, and our discussions on acceptance and diversity were rapidly going sideways. As a new teacher I was scared of the controversy but also realized that it was necessary. Thankfully I had a supportive administration, and a supportive social justice rep with our local union. I still remember Amar Sull purposefully going around and putting up the “homophobia-free zone” posters on every available space, and challenging an administrator who questioned whether that was really necessary. Teaching about anti-homophobia wasn’t easy though. I had teachers corner me in the library to question why I was doing this in a small community that decided I was clearly gay and had a gay agenda. One parent accused me of being anti-heterosexual. It was exhausting and emotionally draining and I spent the better part of a year in tears. Was it worth it though? I have now run the Gay/Straight Alliance in both secondary schools in Williams Lake for five years and I believe that I have made a difference. A counselor, returning to the school after a few years, told me that she has never seen the environment so accepting and so many kids comfortable with being out of the closet. So was it worth it? Definitely, and I would do it again. The key to teaching controversial issues, in my opinion, is knowing where your support is, who to turn to in order to help back you up, and having the materials and resources necessary to teach the issue properly. No one likes to teach a subject and realize they don’t know enough to handle any questions or backlash, so be prepared. Having a supportive network, knowing how the BCTF and your local union can protect you, is essential. We must remember that as teachers we help students think critically about their own biases and their own ideas. We are not telling them what to think, we are providing them with a safe environment to look at issues, perhaps through the social-justice lens, and to arrive at their own conclusions based on the facts presented. I hope I have helped a few students in my small town realize that just because a kid decides they are gay, it doesn’t make them a bad person, it just makes them human. __________________________ Shannon Rerie teaches at Williams Lake Secondary School    Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13536,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 20, Number 1, September 2007 Teacher-librarians in BC BCTF research on staffing Teacher-librarians in BC are certified teachers typically with further education beyond a bachelor degree in teacher-librarianship. The role of the teacher-librarian has been described as involving two main areas. One is to provide instruction for all grade levels in research skills and reading, and to enhance information and technological literacy. The second area is the development, maintenance, and management of a well-stocked school library. This includes selecting appropriate reading material in a variety of media (books, CD-ROM, interactive computer technology, for example), as well as ensuring the school library materials are current and complement curricula. According to The United Nations (UNESCO, 2000), "the school library provides information and ideas that are fundamental to functioning successfully in todays society, which is increasingly information- and knowledge-based. The school library equips students with lifelong learning skills and develops the imagination, enabling them to live as responsible citizens." Further, a strong relationship between the presence of a teacher-librarian in an accessible, well-stocked school library, and student success has been well documented (see Haycock, 2003). Despite the demonstrated importance of teacher-librarians and libraries, library services was one of the areas hardest hit by funding cutbacks and teacher lay-offs resulting from removal of staffing formulas from teacher collective agreements, implemented by the provincial government in 2002. Since that time, funding for K12 public education has been partially restored and teacher-librarian staffing levels have slowly begun to improve. Table 1 shows the changes in library services (program area 1.07) staffing levels since 1997. For example, in 1997, there were 778 teacher-librarians and 20 administrators assigned to the library services program area. Between 2001 and 2003, teacher-librarian staffing levels were cut by over 23%. It was not until the government removed a funding freeze and began to put money back into public education in 2005 that staffing levels began to recover. 200405 was the last year of a five-year decline in staffing levels and the 200506 school year saw an increase of 7% in teacher-librarian staffing. However, by 200607 there were still 175 fewer (19%) full-time-equivalent teacher-librarians compared to 2001. Table 1 also shows that the number of administrators assigned to the library area has increased steadily over the 10-year period shown. Since 199798, FTE administrators working in the library services area have increased by over 50%. The full report is on the bctf web site: bctf.ca/publications.aspx?id=5630. Table 1: Library Services staffing, 199798 to 200607 Educational Other Year Teachers Administrators Assistants Professionals Clerical 199798 778.4 19.8 157.5 6.3 332.1 199899 886.3 27.1 150.9 5.2 371.3 199900 946.6 23.8 140.0 3.9 351.9 200001 939.0 22.2 127.3 4.0 336.2 200102 921.8 20.6 111.1 4.9 318.2 200203 759.4 24.6 125.5 4.4 292.3 200304 704.6 27.4 119.5 2.9 267.2 200405 692.6 28.5 111.2 2.2 272.3 200506 741.3 25.9 123.5 2.9 303.4 200607 746.6 29.9 137.9 5.2 292.5  Colleen Hawkey Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13144,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 1999 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 11, Number 5, March 1999 Public services in B.C. and Alberta: The cost of cutbacks Since 1994, all provinces have had to contend with massive cutbacks in transfer payments from the federal government for health, education, and welfare. Most provinces have reacted by making cuts in all three programs. A new Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives (CCPA) study comparing B.C. and Alberta finds that B.C., alone among the provinces, has chosen not to cut funding for health and education. B.C. has, however, made cuts to other programs, including social services. Alberta, which introduced dramatic spending cuts before the federal Liberals announced their plans to reduce transfer payments, continued to cut deeply into health, social services, education, and other areas until only last year—even while posting record budgetary surpluses. Among the CCPA study's findings:  Welfare in both B.C. and Alberta provides a level of income well below Statistics Canada's low-income cutoff, although the poverty gap in Alberta is greater. B.C. has seen a steady increase in health-care spending, and currently ranks first among the provinces with respect to public-health-care spending per capita. Alberta, in contrast, now ranks last among the provinces in per capita public-health expenditures. B.C. now spends $1,100 more per pupil on primary and secondary education than Alberta. Alberta has more pupils per teacher than B.C. in the K–12 system. Moreover, while the ratio is worsening in Alberta, the ratio has improved in B.C. In 1996–97, B.C. spent $373 per capita per year on post-secondary education, compared to $315 in Alberta and $328 in Canada as a whole. In 1997–98, average university tuition in B.C. was $2,308 per year. In Alberta, tuition fees have been rising dramatically (by 8% last year alone), and averaged $3,102 per year in 1997–98. Average tuition at B.C.'s colleges and institutes has been frozen at $1,390. In contrast, 1997–98 tuition at Alberta's colleges and institutes averaged $1,675, and has been rising at almost all colleges and institutes by between $200 and $300 a year. In B.C., gambling revenues per capita and as a share of total revenues have been flat. In contrast, per capita gambling revenues in Alberta have increased dramatically since 1991. Albertans now send approximately $150 more per capita to government coffers by way of lotteries and gambling than do British Columbians. What many people save in taxes in Alberta, they lose in reduced services and new out-of-pocket expenses. Ultimately, you get what you pay for. Alberta is under-investing in health, education, social services, and other public programs—all because of an economic strategy to maintain low taxes for the wealthy and corporations. As the table shows, average people may pay less tax in Alberta, but this "advantage" is often more than offset by reduced services and new private expenses. To obtain a copy of A Tale of Two Provinces, contact Shannon Daub at the CCPA–BC office: 815–207 West Hastings Street, Vancouver, BC V6B 1H7, (604) 801-5121, F: (604) 801-5122,   www.policyalternatives.ca  , ccpabc@intouch.bc.ca Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "October is #FosterFamilyMonth. Thank you #BC for opening your homes and hearts to more than 5,900 children and youth." @John_Yap - 11:14pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12706,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 1999 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 12, Number 2, October 1999 Nelson teachers find archaeological marvel by Nancy Knickerbocker The three hunters had taken two big rams and were searching for their final kill. They had already trekked more than eight hours through the wilderness of the Tatshenshini-Alsek National Park. Suddenly they stumbled upon something so utterly out of place it seemed otherworldly. It was nothing more than a broken stick, but in that landscape any amount of wood was an unlikely and intriguing find. “We were hiking along the edge of a glacier, far above the tree line, when we found this piece of wood,” said Mike Roche, a math and science teacher at Trafalgar Junior Secondary School, in Nelson. “A bit further along, we found another piece, and the two fit together perfectly to make what looked like a walking stick, four to five feet long. Then we found another piece of wood, but this time with carvings and a hook in it. That’s when we began to realize we’d come across something really special.” Roche’s friend Warren Ward, an English and social studies teacher, also at Trafalgar, grabbed his binoculars to survey the area. Further away, he spied something that looked like a mitten, and a larger pile of debris. “Hey, I think we found the guy whose walking stick broke back there!” he shouted to Roche and their third companion, Bill Hanlon, a shop teacher at Elkford Secondary School, in Nelson. There, in a crevice at the edge of the glacial ice, they discovered the frozen remains of an aboriginal hunter. The three men began scouring the site and soon found a number of artifacts, including a knife in a sheath with an antler handle, a leather jacket or cloak, and a backpack of sorts. The discovery inspired a range of feelings, from excitement and awe to fear and horror. “We thought it was the guy’s back we could see, and perhaps his pelvis, which still had flesh on it,” Roche recalled. “It was spooky... “At the same time, we felt a connection because we really were in the middle of nowhere and here was this guy, a hunter like us, and he died right here. We thought: Could that happen to us?” Ward said: “There was a heaviness in finding human remains. Also a feeling of our vulnerability.” Above all, Ward felt respect and admiration for this early hunter, who lived off the land and endured the bitter climate wearing leather clothing, not the high-tech waterproof fibres that keep modern humans comfortable. “This fellow—everything that sustained him he had to catch with his own hands.” The three teachers spent only half an hour with the man local Aboriginal people have named Kwaday Dan Sinchi, meaning “long ago person found.” Only just beginning to comprehend the magnitude of their find, they carefully marked the location of the body on a map and set off on the long trek back to camp. “We knew it was a forensic site, so we didn’t want to disturb anything,” said Roche. At the same time, they wanted to have something to show the archaeologists in Whitehorse as evidence of the quality of their discovery. They decided to take the flint knife in its sheath, but Ward confessed to a sense of unease. “I’ve taught The Curse of King Tut’s Tomb at least 20 times, and since all the people involved with that find died of unnatural causes, it does give you a feeling of discomfort to remove anything,” Ward said. Eight hours later, having traversed rough terrain, the men arrived exhausted at their camp, which was located near the bottom of a large rock slide. It began raining hard, and the sound of rocks tumbling and moving in the night kept jolting the hunters alert through a restless night. The next day, they broke camp, hiked the miles back to the highway, and headed in to Whitehorse to consult with the archaeologists at the Beringia Museum. “The people there were absolutely amazed,” Roche said. “They were beside themselves, they were so excited. They got ready to go out on the glacier right away. Within a few hours, the archaeologists were heading out in a chopper with some of the local First Nations people.” The body was found on the traditional territory of the Champagne and Aishihik First Nation. Their chief, Bob Charlie, said, “This person will have much to tell us, to help us understand our past, and the history of our homeland.” Within days, the news flashed around the world about the stunning find. International experts engaged in intense speculation about the precise age of Kwaday Dan Sinchi, with some venturing to say he could be as old as 10,000 years and others estimating mere decades. Either way, his existence gives scientists an extraordinary glimpse back in time. DNA testing will allow them to determine an enormous amount of information. While intact ancient bodies have been found in the Andes, the Austrian Alps, and Siberia, there have been no similar finds in B.C. or the Yukon to date. Ancient bodies with well-preserved soft tissue can also yield a wealth of information about such things as nutrition, the immune system, and cause of death. Now the body is under investigation at the Royal British Columbia Museum, which has 18 months in which to conduct its studies before returning the remains to the First Nations people. DNA testing will determine whether this person was an ancestor of today’s Champagne Aishihik people. “The word fate has come up again and again,” said Roche. “Had the weather turned one day earlier, we probably would not have been there. Had we come a week earlier, he would probably have still been under the glacier... It just seemed destined that we find him. And we are absolutely enthralled and captivated. Our students just can’t get enough information about it either.” Ward agrees. “We’re doing a social studies unit on early man, homo erectus, right now, and it couldn’t fit in better with our find this summer.” In Roche’s classes, students are exploring the science of carbon dating. He explained that every plant and animal contains radioactive isotopes of Carbon 14, which decomposes into Nitrogen 14 when the organism dies. By measuring the levels of radioactivity in human remains, scientists can date them very accurately. Carbon-dating tests are not yet complete; results are expected to be available within weeks. Watch for a follow-up story on the age of Kwaday Dan Sinchi in the next issue of Teacher newsmagazine. Nancy Knickerbocker is the BCTF’s media relations officer. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "#FunFriday Fact: #BC has the highest small business employment in Canada. October is Small Business Month! Check out: http://t.co/20bcLmlvFP" @bcliberals - 03:55pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=15152,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2008 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 20, Number 5, March 2008 AGM 2008 Agenda: March 15–18, 2008 FIRST SESSION March 15, Saturday evening 7:00 p.m.—Welcome First Nations recognition Preliminaries: a. Adoption of chairpersons, scrutineers, tellers, resolutions committee b. Chairpersons’ orientation session c. Introduction of ombudsperson d. Adoption of agenda e. Adoption of 2007 AGM Minutes f. Stewardship Report on 2007 AGM President’s report: Irene Lanzinger Greetings/Comments B.C. Federation of Labour: Jim Sinclair, president Canadian Teachers’ Federation: Emily Noble, president Canadian Union of Public Employees, BC Division: Barry O’Neill, president BC School Trustees Association: Penny Tees, president BC Confederation of Parent Advisory Councils: Kim Howland, president 9:00 p.m. Election statements from candidates for table officer positions. Questions and answers for candidates running for table officer positions. Call for nominations 10:00 p.m.—Adjourn SECOND SESSION March 16, Sunday morning 9:00 a.m. Leadership Report – Presentation – Recommendation 1 Political Action – Recommendations 13–15 Constitution and By-laws – Resolution 101 Education Finance – Resolutions 109–114 12:10 p.m. College of Teachers’ report: Richard Walker, college council chairperson 12:30 p.m.—Lunch THIRD SESSION March 16, Sunday afternoon 2:00 p.m. Aboriginal Education Employment Equity presentation – Recommendation 2 Organization of the BCTF – Resolutions 157–177 3:45 p.m. Report of the Executive Director: Ken Novakowski 4:00 p.m. Election statements from candidates for member-at-large positions. Questions and answers for candidates running for member-at-large. Call for Nominations 5:00 p.m.—Adjourn 5:00 p.m.—6:30 p.m. All candidates’ meeting (main ballroom). All delegates invited. FOURTH SESSION March 17, Monday morning 9:00 a.m. Keynote Address: Gerald Bracey Education Policy – Recommendations 3–7 – Resolutions 115–139 Teacher Education – Recommendation 21 Professional Development – Resolutions 180–185 12:30 p.m.— Lunch FIFTH SESSION March 17, Monday afternoon 2:00 p.m. Pensions – Report – Resolutions 178–179 Health, Welfare, and Safety of Teachers – Recommendation 11 – Resolutions 147–154 Health and Welfare of Students – Resolution 146 Bargaining – Resolutions 102–104 Teachers on call – Resolutions 203–204 Boards of School Trustees, School Districts, and BC School Trustees Association – Resolutions 105–106 Independent Schools – Resolutions 155–156 Non-Teaching Employment of Members – Recommendation 12 5:25 p.m. Final call for nominations 5:30 p.m. Adjourn SIXTH SESSION March 18, Tuesday morning 8:00 a.m. to 9:00 a.m. BALLOT DISTRIBUTION For one hour, the election tellers will distribute ballots, one pad for each voting card, in the Prince of Wales Room (on the convention level). Each delegation is asked to assist by appointing one of its members to present all the delegation’s cards, (including the LR cards) and to receive all its ballots individually. Executive Committee members should each pick up their own ballots. No ballots will be distributed after the session has begun. AGM Standing Rule 12.2 specifies that ballots will be given out only at the place and times specified on the agenda. 9:00 a.m. Elections International Guest Speaker from Peru Social Justice – Recommendations 16–20 Canadian Teachers’ Federation – Resolution 107 Provincial Specialist Associations – Resolutions 186–188 Public Affairs – Resolutions 189–202 12:15 p.m. Committee Reports—Questions 12:30 p.m.—Lunch SEVENTH SESSION March 18, Tuesday afternoon 2:00 p.m. Finance Comments from the treasurer – Recommendations 8–10 – Resolutions 140–145 – Affinity program 4:00 p.m. Awards, Honorary membership, Recognition of retiring activists Unfinished Business Late Resolutions New Resolutions New Business 5:15 p.m. Closing Courtesy Motion 5:30 p.m. Adjourn Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Touring a natural gas drilling rig with @MLA Mike Bernier, and Brian from EnCana http://t.co/AifdJ4H07b" @Teresa_Wat - 06:01pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
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(20141003,s.youtube.com,https://s.youtube.com/stream_204?cpn=xRXsR0Jua4tk5OMy&scoville=1&cmt=3.407:0.00&bwm=3.407:1474560.000:0.208&el=detailpage&docid=pNTeGJyTuUs&ei=5OkuVJqjMsas-gPE94DIAw&ns=yt&event=streamingstats&fmt=136,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8922,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, Number 3, January/February 2004 Underfunding a first-rate education system by Norm Gleadow I wrote this letter to the editor of The Coast Reporter, September 8, 2003, in response to the full-page ad placed by the Ministry of Education headlined "Funding a first rate education system." If you are a teacher, an administrator, a parent, a community member, or have anything to do with the educational system, then you will know from first-hand experience that the educational funding the government is allocating to schools is wholly inadequate. In our district, despite the best efforts of the teachers, parents, administrators, and the board office, we are seeing reduced bussing services, increased class sizes at the secondary and upper elementary levels, inadequate resources for supplies in the schools, almost no money to purchase textbooks for classrooms, fewer librarians, fewer special education teachers, reduced support for special education, less counselling, many split classes, and insufficient money for new equipment, equipment replacement, or equipment maintenance. The ministry said in the ad: "This year school boards received $117 million more than in 2000–01." This means that the provincial education budget in three years went from $4.73 billion to $4.85 billion, a total increase of 2.5%. Can anyone (other than Christy Clark and her Liberal colleagues) claim that an increase over the past three years of 2.5% represents a real increase in funding? During the same period, the inflation rate or CPI in Canada was 8.87% (Bank of Canada figures). So, if we have had a 2% reduction in enrolment in the province and an 8% reduction in the number of teachers, let’s be generous and say that the system should then cost 3% less that it did in 2000–01. Therefore, the dollar increase needed to maintain the system at the same level that Christy Clark has identified as "First Rate" would be an increase of 5.87% over the 2000–01 year. The system should receive $5.0 billion, or $150 million more than she has allocated. She is saying that in 2005–06, the budget will be $5.0 billion. By then, the system will be severely damaged and distorted. A system that was first rate in 2000–01 cannot continue to be first rate if resources allocated to it are decreased. The Ontario government, as part of its "Common Sense Revolution," rapidly introduced a new funding formula, reduced funding, a standard centrally defined curriculum, a standard report card, and province-wide testing starting in Grade 10. It emphasized greater accountability with fiscal restraint. It combined that with continual attacks on the professionalism of teachers. Sound familiar? Generally its policies have failed and stressed the system to the point where it is now scrambling to repair it. Our government is doing the same thing. Indeed, much of its agenda is a direct copy of Ontario’s. Unfortunately, it is not paying attention to the damage it is doing. We do have a first-rate system; but it is under siege. By every international measure, our students outperform those of almost every industrialized nation in the world. To maintain that costs money; it is an investment we need to make. Our children deserve no less. This government is underfunding education. Its advertisement in this newspaper was a deliberate attempt to mislead us all. Norm Gleadow is president of the Sunshine Coast Teachers’ Association. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/SocialJustice.aspx?id=15064&printPage=true,The Global Classroom: Putting Process to Content - Authentic Assessment  	BCTF Social Justice  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Social Justice > Programs and Workshops > Global Education > Global Classroom > Methodologies Authentic Assessment Authentic assessment is simply assessment that:  is fair  focuses on the assessment of student learning about the real, ongoing work undertaken in the classroom  is based on criteria which have been communicated to the learner or even developed in collaboration with the learner (assessment rubrics)  provides useful feedback to the learner and the teacher  is, in itself, a learning experience (i.e. assessment as learning, assessment for learning)  is a shared, collaborative activity between students and teacher  encourages the development of critical and creative thinking skills Examples of authentic assessment include:  student portfolios  criteria based assessment Links to resources providing more information about authentic assessment may be found in Appendix Five. )
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(20140924,www.huffingtonpost.com,http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/01/27/newt-gingrich-conservative-media_n_1235896.html,Newt Gingrich Under Fire From Conservative Media View mobile site September 24, 2014 Huffpost Media Edition: U.S. Show/Hide Brasil BR Canada CA Deutschland DE España ES France FR Italia IT 日本 (Japan) JP 한국 (Korea) KR Maghreb MG United Kingdom UK United States US Follow Newsletters Get MediaNewsletters Email address Enter Email Address Huffington Post Search Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search iOS app Android app More Log in Create Account Notifications 0 $USERNAME Profile Settings Logout FRONT PAGE Politics 'F**k It, I Quit' Anchor Explains Her Dramatic Exit 1K Ruth Bader Ginsburg Thinks This Justice Is Responsible For Halting Access To Abortions 0 U.S. Begins Airstrikes In Syria, Pentagon Says 758 'I'm Gay. Get Over It,' State Senator Announces 0 Dem Senator: Congress Has Opened The Door To The 'Cheney Pre-emptive War Doctine' 472 Go to Politics More in Politics Pollster Politics Blog Off The Bus Election Maps Pollster You Might Also Like WorldPost Green Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Business 'Badass' Moms Take Gun Fight To NRA's Home Turf 1K Obamacare Critics Just Lost Another Talking Point 0 Whole Foods' High-Priced Reputation May Finally Be Catching Up With It 207 Soda Giants Vow To Make Big Change 0 No Other Developed Country Creates Low-Paying Jobs Quite Like The U.S. 0 Go to Business More in Business Small Biz Money You Might Also Like WorldPost Tech Media Arts Sports Weird News Smarter Ideas Urban Progress Entertainment Katherine Heigl Parties In A Bikini Because Summer Isn't Over Yet 18 Jennifer Lopez Takes The Stage In A Sheer Bodysuit 233 Kris And Bruce Jenner Finally File For Divorce 155 'Modern Family' Star Says She Was The Victim Of Domestic Assault 0 Aaron Carter Responds To Hilary Duff's Comments About Love 32 Go to Entertainment More in Entertainment Celebrity TV You Might Also Like Comedy Arts Books Food Style Weird News Moviefone Tech Um, Should The iPhone 6 Plus Be Able To Bend Like This? 0 Netflix Deliberately Ruins A Lot Of Good TV And Movies 26 AT&T Will Give You HBO Go Without A Huge Cable Package, But There's A Catch 0 Netflix Literally Making People Wait Years For Their DVDs 25 Cirque du Soleil + Drones = Pure Magic 1 Go to Tech More in Tech TEDWeekends Social Media You Might Also Like Small Biz Green Science NY SF Smarter Ideas TechCrunch Engadget TV Well, We Didn't See This Doctor Who Monster Coming 23 Go to TV More in TV TV Replay TV Recaps TV Spoilers Maureen Ryan You Might Also Like Celebrity Media Comedy Arts Books Arts This Is The Last Generation Of Scarification In Africa 10 How David Bowie Turned Identity Into An Art 12 Spectacular Black-And-White Portraits Shed Light On Bangladesh's Third Gender 2 Everything You Need To Know About The Story Behind Tim Burton's 'Big Eyes' 1 Meet Female Photographers Changing The Way Women Are Portrayed 0 Go to Arts More in Arts Painting Film Design Photography Theater Architecture You Might Also Like Books NY Los Angeles Books 6 Outrageous Historical Book Bannings 5 Best New Books Out This Week 0 These Words From Banned Books Will Reaffirm Your Faith In Humanity (IMAGES) 17 Why These Teachers Are Assigning Banned Books 8 INFOGRAPHIC: Where Are Books Banned? 133 Go to Books More in Books Book Club Libraries In Crisis You Might Also Like Arts Food Education Media Recipes Black Voices Latino Voices Religion Comedy Jon Stewart Schools Congress On Climate Change 506 Colbert on Krauthammer: 'He's Just Kind Of A Dick' 0 29 Bonafide Smartasses Who Will Make You Shake Your Head 0 'Key & Peele' Answer The Most Ridiculous Questions About Gay Weddings 9 Ellen Spoofs Matthew McConaughey's Weird Lincoln Ad 0 Go to Comedy More in Comedy Funny Videos Comedy Club Political Humor Original Video Crossing The Line You Might Also Like Entertainment TV Weird News College Arts Style Julianne Moore Perfectly Sums Up Everyone's Feelings On Juice Cleanses 5 Romeo Beckham's New Burberry Ad Looks Even Cuter Than The First One 2 You've Never Smelled A Bath & Body Works Perfume Like This 2 Is Chanel Really Trying To Make This Trend Happen?! 55 6 Summer Favorites That Will Look Just As Great In The Fall 0 Go to Style More in Style The Beauty Page Fashion Trends Celebrity Style You Might Also Like Home Women Parents Weddings Travel Divorce Post 50 Taste Fall Is Here And It's Time To Feast 2 15 Ways To Add Coconut Oil To Your Favorite Breakfasts 2 Coffee Expert Reviews Pumpkin Spice Lattes, And The Snark Is Incredible 0 13 Ways To Eat Savory Oatmeal For Breakfast, Lunch And Dinner 1 5 Ways You're Wasting Food and Money 2 Go to Taste More in Taste Recipes Baking Entertaining Healthy Eating Taste Tests Thanksgiving You Might Also Like Food Healthy Living Travel OWN HuffPost Live Next Author Charles M. Blow LIVE Next Inspiring Women To Lead And Thrive Coming Up Actress Melissa Leo LIVE Coming Up Kim Cattrall LIVE Coming Up The Next Step: Bre Pettis Of MakerBot Go to Huffpost Live All Sections News Politics WorldPost Business Small Business Money Media Sports Education Crime Weird News Good News Entertainment Entertainment Celebrity Comedy Arts & Culture Books TV Life & Style Healthy Living GPS for the Soul Style Home Taste Weddings Travel Parents Divorce Huff/Post 50 Marlo Thomas OWN Dr. Phil Tech & Science Tech Science Green TEDWeekends Code Voices Women Black Voices Latino Voices Voces (en español) Gay Voices Religion College Teen Impact Local Chicago DC Denver Detroit Hawaii Los Angeles Miami New York San Francisco Our Mobile Apps: iOS Android HuffPost Live (iOS) GPS For The Soul (iOS) GPS For The Soul (Android) Media Eat The Press Calderone: The Backstory Third Metric NY Times' Shonda Rhimes Scandal Gets Worse And Worse 2014-09-22 10:32:12 Bill O'Reilly Gets Told His Plan To Defeat ISIS Is A 'Terrible Idea' 2014-09-23 08:45:12 TV News Completely Snubs People's Climate March 2014-09-22 08:19:02 Rachel Maddow Has Some Very Pointed Questions About Our New War In Syria 2014-09-23 08:13:06 WATCH: Fox News Host Actually Said This About Fossil Fuel 2014-09-23 19:11:58 NYT's Alessandra Stanley Explains Her Terrible Writing Technique 2014-09-23 13:29:15 Shonda Rhimes Takes Down NY Times Critic Over Offensive Article 2014-09-19 10:46:18 Fox News Pundit Winds Up On Terrorism Watch List 2014-09-23 16:29:36 Why CNN Won't Play Latest ISIS Video 2014-09-21 12:49:29 NY Times Columnist Opens Up In Powerful Op-Ed 2014-09-21 11:12:26 Meredith Vieira Shares Harrowing Domestic Abuse Story 2014-09-17 08:27:32 Lisa Ling: 'I Think I Have Bigger Balls Than Most Guys' 2014-09-23 17:03:12 Iranian President Says He Can't Do Anything About Detained Reporter 2014-09-23 12:07:43 New York Times Launches 'First Draft' Politics Site And Newsletter 2014-09-22 07:00:15 'F**k It, I Quit' Anchor Explains Her Dramatic Exit 2014-09-22 13:28:29 Previous Story Next Story Newt Gingrich Under Fire From Conservative Media  | By BETH FOUHY Posted: 01/27/2012 4:33 am EST Updated: 03/28/2012 5:12 am EDT AP Share Tweet 0 Email Comment tumblr stumble reddit NEW YORK (AP) — Forget the so-called liberal media. Right now Newt Gingrich's most ardent critics are conservative pundits and columnists, many of whom have launched aggressive campaigns to discredit him and trip up his run for the Republican nomination. This crew has largely been lukewarm about Gingrich's chief rival, Mitt Romney, considering him too moderate. But their open criticism of Gingrich is evidence that for all their misgivings about the former Massachusetts governor, they see him as a much stronger contender against President Barack Obama. To hear columnists Ann Coulter and Charles Krauthammer and the conservative media aggregator Matt Drudge tell it, Gingrich is an inconsistent conservative who didn't fully support President Ronald Reagan and whose undisciplined nature mirrored that of President Bill Clinton, who was Gingrich's Democratic adversary in the 1990s. The conservative media hits against Gingrich have come with force just as the GOP establishment seems to be rallying around Romney in earnest, perhaps out of fear that Gingrich may end up winning the nomination. On Thursday, Romney's campaign released a scathing open letter from the 1996 Republican presidential nominee, Bob Dole, who served as Senate Republican leader when Gingrich presided over the House. In the letter, Dole glowingly endorses Romney and repudiates Gingrich. "If Gingrich is the nominee it will have an adverse impact on Republican candidates running for county, state, and federal offices," Dole wrote. "Hardly anyone who served with Newt in Congress has endorsed him and that fact speaks for itself. He was a one-man-band who rarely took advice. It was his way or the highway." Jacob Heilbrunn, in the conservative-leaning magazine The National Interest, mused that Gingrich "is essentially bragging that his prime credential to become president is that he's willing to debate for hours and bring a knuckle-duster. This is evidence of his sober judgment? This is supposed to induce swing voters to back him?" Conservative radio titan Rush Limbaugh also weighed in, seemingly to defend Gingrich from some of the attacks. But, in doing so, he also vividly outlined many of the critiques against Gingrich from other conservatives. Conservatives "are raising questions here about Newt and his mendacity, his forthrightness — it's incredible," Limbaugh marveled on his show Thursday. Gingrich stormed to a decisive win over Romney in the South Carolina primary last week fueled in part by two well-timed attacks on the news media. Both came during nationally televised debates, guaranteeing maximum exposure. In a CNN debate, Gingrich pushed back at anchor John King when King questioned him about an interview Gingrich's second wife, Marianne, had given ABC News. In the interview, Marianne Gingrich suggested her husband had asked her for an open marriage so he could carry on with a mistress, Callista Bisek, now his third wife. "I think the destructive, vicious, negative nature of much of the news media makes it harder to govern this country, harder to attract decent people to run for public office. And I am appalled that you would begin a presidential debate on a topic like that," Gingrich said. "I am tired of the elite media protecting Barack Obama by attacking Republicans." The audience rose in a standing ovation. Gingrich also told King that his campaign had given ABC News the names of friends who would vouch for him but that the network had rejected the offer. On Wednesday, a Gingrich spokesman acknowledged that the claim was a mistake and that the campaign had offered only Gingrich's two adult daughters to defend him. Gingrich drew raves at another Fox News debate before the South Carolina primary when asked about his oft-stated assertion that Obama is a "food stamp president." He angrily denied the statement had anything to do with race. Mark Jurkowitz of the Pew Center for Excellence in Journalism said Gingrich had tapped into longstanding resentment of many conservatives against mainstream news outlets. "Running against the elite media — we've seen now for a good 30 years — certainly has resonance among Republican base voters. In conservative circles, there's been the perception that the media are tilted against them," Jurkowitz said. Brent Bozell, founder of the conservative Media Research Center, announced Thursday that his group was set to spend $5 million on an advertising campaign to expose media bias in the 2012 election. "You have a left-leaning media that's out of control. You've got to corral them," Bozell said in a news briefing, promising radio ads, billboards and an "unprecedented" effort in social media outlets like Twitter and Facebook. Gingrich, for his part, promised in his South Carolina victory speech to keep up his attacks on the media. But the hits he took this week while campaigning in Florida came from other conservatives. By Thursday, Gingrich was disparaging the Commission on Presidential Debates, suggesting he might not participate in debates the commission organizes if he becomes the Republican nominee. "We've had enough of newsmen deciding what the topics would be," Gingrich told supporters in Jacksonville, many of whom waved "Don't Believe the Liberal Media" signs. Later, Gingrich was asked about the attacks from conservative pundits, particularly from the American Spectator's Emmett Tyrell, who wrote that Gingrich has had "private encounters with the fair sex that doubtless will come out." Gingrich tried to turn such criticisms to his advantage, suggesting they represent "establishment" thinking. "Tyrrell has to write whatever Tyrrell wants to write," Gingrich said. "There's the Washington establishment sitting around in a frenzy, having coffee, lunch and cocktail hour talking about, 'How do we stop Gingrich?'" While Gingrich relishes bashing the media "elite" in public, he is friendly with the reporters who cover his campaign and makes himself available for media questions daily on the campaign trail. He seems to relish the back-and-forth with journalists, sometimes labeling questions he dislikes "bizarre." At a campaign stop in South Carolina, he wished a reporter covering his campaign a happy birthday, and he typically stops by to chat with reporters at dinner after a day of campaigning. ___ Associated Press writers Brian Bakst in Jacksonville, Fla., and Shannon McCaffrey in Atlanta contributed to this report. ___ Follow Beth Fouhy on Twitter at http://www.twitter.com/bfouhy all-also-on-huffpost Close  Conservative Pundits On Newt Gingrich of   In a December 7 column, conservative pundit Ann Coulter wrote about Newt's history: Gingrich has spent his years since [his first year as Speaker of the House] having an affair, divorcing his second wife and making money by being the consummate Washington insider -- trading on access, taking $1.6 million from Freddie Mac and palling around with Hillary Clinton, John Kerry, Nancy Pelosi and Al Sharpton. Even Chuck Schumer wouldn't be seen doing a joint event with Al Sharpton! But Newt seeks approval from strange places. Newt Gingrich is the "anti-Establishment" candidate only if "the Establishment" is defined as "anyone who remembers what happened the day before yesterday." On December 10, Wall Street Journal columnist Peggy Noonan wrote about Gingrich's rapid rise in the Republican primary. "He is a human hand grenade who walks around with his hand on the pin, saying, 'Watch this!'," she wrote. According to The Hill, one Republican legislator who served with Gingrich in the House of Representatives said that "Newt's hand is always six inches from the self-destruct button." Conservative columnist George Will shared some choice words about Newt in a December 2 Washington Post column. "There is almost artistic vulgarity in Gingrich's unrepented role as a hired larynx for interests profiting from such government follies as ethanol and cheap mortgages," Will wrote. In his New York Times column, David Brooks outlined why Newt "seems to have walked straight out of the 1960s." Gingrich, Brooks wrote, "has every negative character trait that conservatives associate with '60s excess: narcissism, self-righteousness, self-indulgence and intemperance. He just has those traits in Republican form." Yuval Levin wrote about Gingrich's temperament on the National Review website: Gingrich has what you might call a revolutionary disposition: He has great intensity and energy. His mind is drawn to stark and diametrical distinctions; he expects change to occur through cataclysmic clashes and so seems always to be seeking after ways to accelerate the contradictions. This allows him to much more easily thunder over his own inconsistencies and past changes of mind. But he has no discipline whatsoever, can be almost unbelievably erratic and unfocused, and is unironically conceited. In his December 8 Washington Post column, Michael Gerson wrote: And this indiscipline was not an aberration. It indicated an impulsiveness found elsewhere in his career. Gingrich has a history of making serious charges that turn out to be self-indictments -- witness his recent attack on congressional advocates for Freddie Mac, despite having been one of its well-paid consultants. Gingrich's language is often intemperate. He is seized by temporary enthusiasms. He combines absolute certainty in any given moment with continual reinvention over time.These traits are suited to a provocateur, an author, a commentator, a consultant. They are not the normal makings of a chief executive. In a column comparing Mitt Romney and Gingrich, the Washington Post's Charles Krauthammer said that "Gingrich has a self-regard so immense that it rivals Obama's -- but, unlike Obama's, is untamed by self-discipline." MSNBC host Joe Scarborough had kind words for Gingrich Jan. 19. Reacting to polls showing Gingrich gaining on Romney in South Carolina, Scarborough joked, "There are only going to be three species that survive the nuclear holocaust: cockroaches, Cher and Newt Gingrich. He keeps coming back!"  Share  Tweet  ✖ Advertisement Share this ✖ close Current Slide More: Conservative Media Newt Gingrich Wolf Blitzer Newt Gingrich Media Gingrich 2012 Jacob Heilbrunn Newt Gingrich Media Attacks Newt Gingrich Newt Gingrich Cnn Newt Gingrich John King AP Newt Gingrich Debates Suggest a correction Around the Web Drudge, conservative media criticize Newt Gingrich - Jim VandeHei ... Newt Gingrich misspoke in attack against media on open marriage ... Newt Gingrich, Media Critic : CJR RealClearPolitics - Newt Gingrich Is Exposing the Corrupt Media Newt Gingrich Targets 'Elite Media' (Again) In SC Victory Speech ... Exclusive: Newt Gingrich Says Media Doesn't Get Evangelicals Mitt Romney mocks Newt Gingrich's attacks on media - MJ Lee ... Most Popular FOLLOW HUFFPOST Email Email Address Options The Morning Email Media Get top stories and blog posts emailed to me each day.. Facebook HuffPost Media Twitter HuffPost Follow Media Follow Google Plus HuffPost Media RSS Most Popular on HuffPost Latest News Media All RSS / Feeds Phone Available on the App Store Android App on Google Play Get it at Blackberry App World Cable Network Ranker: Week of Sept. 15, 2014 Andy Lack Leaving Bloomberg for New U.S. Government Media Agency Fox News Most-Watched For Airstrikes Coverage TVNewser 7 Racy Shows to Watch While You Wait For '50 Shades of Grey' Movie Kaley Cuoco Shows Off Her Tennis Skills Will Christian Bale Ever Play Batman Again? Crowd Ignite » Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search Advertise Log In Make HuffPost your Home Page RSS Careers FAQ User Agreement Privacy Comment Policy About Us About Our Ads Contact Us Copyright ©2014 TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. "The Huffington Post" is a registered trademark of TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. All rights reserved. Part of HuffPost Business - AOL Money & Finance Use this form to alert a HuffPost editor about a factual or typographical error in this story. Notify message * Required * * * What kind of error is this? Choose an option Factual or typographical Comment moderation problem Rights and permissions Other * What is the correction? 0 count Describe the error here (1,000 character limit) * Type the words below so we know you are not a cyborg Sign me up for The Morning Email Thank you!)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=14644,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 20, Number 3, November/December 2007 BCTF AdvantageCheck it out By Laurence Greeff The new program for BCTF members and staff has been successfully launched! There were very few glitches and we are seeing excellent response from BCTF members. The launch event on October 13, at the BCTF building, was well attended and a lot of fun! Over $2,000 in prizes were won by the teachers and staff who attended. There was also $1,000 worth of Husky Mohawk gift certificates sent out to BCTF members all over the province who registered electronically on launch day. The hottest attractions at the event were the travel suppliers with the custom package vacations and the sneak peak at the e-store products that will be available in early 2008. Phase 1 of this program includes offers for insurance discounts, custom offers on vacations, no-surprises pricing on travel packages, and deals on BCAA membership. The affinity subcommittee is working hard to get ready for phase 2 of the Advantage Program that will include BCTFs e-store for discounted lifestyle products, new travel insurance, and other items currently under review. Here are some things we have already heard from BCTF members: This is a great opportunity for group buying power." (Kelowna) Thank you for this new service for teachers." (Burnaby) "We all know teaching is rewarding, but it is nice that there will finally be other perks too." (Richmond) "Thanks to all for the time and effort committed." (North Okanagan-Shuswap) Thinking about a winter break holiday or March fly-and-flop on the beach? Your perfect vacation might be waiting through BCTF Advantage. The best way to find out all the details is to click on the BCTF Advantage symbol on the front page of bctf.ca and look through the web site. Mini-launches are planned around the province, watch the web site for dates and locations. Laurence Greeff is chairperson of the BCTF Finance Committee and the BCTF Advantage subcommittee. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=14654&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 20, Number 3, November/December 2007 Langley special education inquiry wraps up By Susan Fonseca After three days of back-to-back presentations, the Langley Special Education Inquiry, co-sponsored by the Langley Teachers Association, CUPE 1260, and the Langley District Parent Advisory Council, wrapped up the public hearing process. The Steering Committee was overwhelmed with the level of participation in both the focus groups and the public hearings: 100+ hearing presentations 89 focus group participants (teachers, support workers, and parents) 48 participating work sites 15 inquiry hours 14 focus group hours Panelists heard or received written submissions from a variety of individuals, local specialist associations, and community groups. We were very fortunate that all three panelists were gracious in terms of going overtime at every one of the six hearings to ensure that all presenters were heard. At the final hearing, both CUPE 1260 and the LTA gave up their allotted presentation times to allow a number of unscheduled parents to address the panel. (Our presentations were submitted in written format and we have subsequently been able to respond to the panelists specific questions). Speaker after speaker described deteriorating conditions for students with special needs in Langley: too few specialist teachers, excessive paperwork and crushing caseloads for those who remain in the system; a deplorable lack of resources for students with special needs integrated into regular classes; oversized regular and resource classes; long wait lists for psycho-educational assessments; and frustration and anger at the provincial government for making local school districts accountable for the student outcomes while not taking responsibility for funding the system adequately. The panelists went away with several thick packages of written submissions and theyve been busy reading these and requesting further background information from the local and the Ministry of Education. At the time of writing, the panelists are back in Langley working on their report expecting to release it in January. Susan Fonseca is 1st vice-president, Langley Teachers Association.)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/error.aspx?aspxerrorpath=/psas/LATA/publications/vlink/Vital%20Link%20-%20PSA%20Outreach%20Presentation_files/frame.htm,Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Sorry! File not found. The page requested may have been moved. Please use one of the following methods to assist you in finding the information you seek: trying using the Site Search above try our A to Z index  contact webinfo@bctf.ca to request assistance. Thank you for your patience. BCTF Local Officers Our for Local Officers content (Advice to locals, AGM, Arbitration awards, EC, RA, etc.) has been moved to the new MyBCTF Member Portal. Please login to MyBCTF to access this secure content. If you have questions about the secure content, please contact portal@bctf.ca. About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7896&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 4, January/February 2005 Health and safety: What's that you say? by Maureen L. MacDonald Universal truth: Good acoustics enhance all students’ ability to learn. Unfortunate truth: Poor acoustics abound in schools. Is anybody listening? Hard-of-hearing students learn better in classrooms that have good acoustics. All students learn better, and all teachers teach better in classrooms with good acoustics. The following specific student populations receive great benefit: profoundly deaf, hard of hearing (including children with recurring ear infections), central auditory processing disorder (CAPD), learning disabilities, developmental delays, attention deficit disorder or attention deficit hyperactivity disorder (ADD/ADHD), and second-language learners. Students with special needs have IEPs that outline plans to optimize their learning. Are acoustical engineers on the planning teams? Who, if anyone, is recommending how to eliminate the noise problems by installing sound-absorbing walls or ceilings or by using portable or built-in sound-field systems? School planners are late to learn the importance of acoustics. Schools often have no acoustical design. There are no provincial standards for school acoustics. It is common to have poor acoustical environments, with excessive noise and reverberation. This is detrimental to communication between teachers and students, to learning and language development, and to the health and well-being of teachers. This situation is not confined to old schools. The newest schools, built on the cheap, can be the worst. Hard surfaces, sloped ceilings, and industrial steel beams absorb no sounds. What makes the little red schoolhouse "green"? There is a "green school" movement that sounds appealing at first. However, it includes the notion that natural ventilation will occur if the windows open and the walls between the classrooms do not reach all the way to the ceiling. If I remember my elementary school science lessons correctly, when the air flows over the walls, the sound goes with it. Will you volunteer to teach next to the music room or the metalwork shop or the Kindergarten? When there is too much noise, teachers usually raise their voices. Students need to hear over the bothersome heating/ ventilating/air conditioning (HVAC) system, the PE class outside the window, and the traffic on the busy street a few metres away. Teachers speak up despite the fact that loud does not mean clear. Vowels mask the high frequency sounds such as th, sh and ch. Not all the students understand the message. Learning suffers. The teacher’s voice suffers. We teachers depend on our voices as professional tools, but unlike singers and actors, we are not trained to use them effectively. Many of us simply accept sore throats and loss of vocal power as occupational hazards. Drinking lots of water and using non-verbal signals will help save the voice, but speech therapy or medical treatment may also be needed. Teachers’ voices are at risk WCB statistics show that the incidence of voice dysfunction among teachers is on the rise. Teachers are five times more likely than the general population to have voice problems. According to Dr. Linda Rammage, program director, half the patients at the Provincial Voice Care Resource Program at Vancouver General Hospital are teachers. Voice problems among teachers represent a rising cause of teacher illness, use of sick leave, stress, and WCB claims. Many of the same teachers have concerns about indoor-air quality. In extreme cases, teachers have been forced to cut short their careers. Make a noise The Joint Occupational Health and Safety Committee at each worksite is there to receive information about health and safety hazards, including noise levels and voice dysfunction. The committee will recommend solutions to problems. If the problems cannot be resolved at the school level, they will be referred to the district level. The district must respond to recommendations within 21 days. You’ve heard me sing this song before! It’s a favourite of mine. Whether a teacher’s voice dysfunction is caused by the working conditions or by a separate medical condition, the employer has a duty to accommodate the worker. File a WCB claim. See your doctor. Keep a written record of events. Don’t give up. Call your local president for help. Buying basic portable sound-field systems, when required, for about $1000 each, would save money for school boards, the WCB, and the healthcare system. At the same time, teachers and students would benefit. There would be no losers. SNAG SNAG, the ad hoc School Noise Action Group on which I represent the BCTF, is actively attempting to change the way schools and classrooms are designed. SNAG is setting up a research program in preschool (Berwick), elementary and secondary (Vancouver), and post-secondary (UBC) classrooms. Preliminary local studies indicate that noise levels only rarely and for short periods go down to ANSI (American National Standards Institute) standards, and teachers talk much louder than was previously thought. Sound advice Tell your school trustees and your MLAs to recognize expertise. If 42,000 BCTF experts tell them that school acoustics need upgrading, they’ll have to listen. Recommend to your local that it get involved in planning good acoustics for new schools, and for renovations of existing acoustically inferior schools. Goodbye This is the last in a series of articles I have written as the prevention officer in the Health and Safety Department. My term appointment to the BCTF staff ends on February 11. I’ll become a teacher-librarian at the brand new Elsie Roy Elementary School, in Vancouver’s Yaletown, on February 14. If you wish, you can reach me there at my school e-mail address: mmacdonald@vsb.bc.ca. It has been my privilege to be on the BCTF staff. Working with grown-ups is just as enjoyable as teaching children. I’m happy to have had a chance to do both. For the next four years and six weeks, our health and safety program is in the capable hands of Mark Keelan (mkeelan@bctf.ca) from Surrey, on the prevention side and Gail Montgomery (gmontgomery@bctf.ca), from Prince George on the WCB claims and appeals side. To add your name to the BCTF Occupational Health and Safety e-mail list, contact Whitney Burgess: wburgess@bctf.ca. Maureen L. MacDonald is the prevention officer in the health and safety department for a few more days.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11918,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2000 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 13, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 2000 Health and safety by Lynne Sinclair An injured teacher recently expressed her frustration with the workers’ compensation scheme that prevents her from suing her employer. While she was right in her assessment that her rights had been restricted by the Workers’ Compensation Act, her concerns reminded me that few of us in the teaching profession know and appreciate the history regarding worker health and safety. Few of us stop to recognize the workers before us who lost their lives, went on strike, and in other ways fought for health and safety laws and standards, including a compensation scheme. We owe a great debt to those workers and other unions for the protections from lead, asbestos, formaldehyde, and other workplace toxins to which teachers were once exposed. One of my first teaching jobs was in a secondary school where an art teacher suffered from a permanent and life-threatening lung disease caused by leaded glazes and lack of ventilation. We must never become complacent about our health and safety in spite of the protective laws; we must always remember the lessons of the past. As with most worker rights, workers’ compensation has its roots in the Industrial Revolution of the 19th century. Work had become far more dangerous with the move from workshops of six people to factories of thousands. Equipment was much more powerful, and workers had far less control over how work was done. Another significant change was to the relationship between worker and employer. Prior to the Industrial Revolution, an employer was viewed as having a long-term responsibility for the well-being of workers and was expected to care for the workers if they became ill or injured. After the Industrial Revolution, most employers claimed no responsibility for workers who had been injured on the job, and workers had to use the courts. Workers began suing employers for negligence in the early 19th century. Although people often successfully sued other people when they were injured by equipment (for example, passengers in a train wreck), workers discovered that they were not afforded the same legal rights. The courts ruled that employers could make use of three special defences in negligence cases advanced by workers. Those common-law defences could be used even when the employer had been proven to be negligent. They were contributory negligence, where if the worker could be proven to be in any way negligent, the case would be thrown out; negligence of fellow worker, where if another worker had in any way contributed to the accident, the case would be thrown out; and the voluntary assumption of risk, in which employers argued that workers were aware of the dangers of the jobs they assumed. So, in train wrecks where passengers could successfully sue the owner who was proven negligent, very few workers would ever receive compensation for injuries or illnesses because railway work was known to be dangerous or because workers had been proven to have contributed to the accident. Workers were to be held accountable for the consequences of accidents; it was argued that the common-law defences made workers more careful. In reality, most injured workers could not afford to hire lawyers and were afraid to alienate their employer as they wanted to be reinstated once well. Therefore, few workers sued employers, and workplace injuries and illnesses caused unemployment, poverty, and family breakdowns. Juries began to ignore the three defences and instructions from judges. In one such case in Manitoba, the jury decision was appealed, and the Court of Appeal overturned it, stating: The tendency of juries to give damages to plaintiffs in such cases is so great that I can not but think that they are frequently influenced to do so by sympathy irrespective of the evidence or the weight of evidence. The practical result of trying such cases by jury is to make employers insurers of their employees’ safety, a liability which the law of master and servant does not impose. (MacIntyre v. Holiday, Manitoba Court of Appeal, 1909) However, laws were eventually passed that limited the employer’s right to use one or any of the three common-law defences, and employers as well as workers became dissatisfied with the system. Employers complained because insurance rates were too high, and most workers continued to receive little or nothing for workplace injuries and illnesses. In 1910 an Ontario judge, Sir William Meredith, struck the compromise that has underpinned workers’ compensation schemes across Canada. He addressed the five major questions of the debate about proposed compensation plans: Would it be necessary to prove negligence? Who would pay the injured worker? What guarantee of compensation would a worker have if the employer was not insured or went out of business? Who would operate the system? Was there a role for the courts in workers’ compensation? After four years of investigation, Meredith recommended a new compensation system, based upon five principles: no fault coverage, collective liability, guaranteed benefits, independent administration, and exclusive jurisdiction. In this historic compromise, workers gave up the right to sue in exchange for guaranteed compensation, and employers agreed to compensate all workers in exchange for ridding themselves of lawsuits. The Ontario government passed the Workmen’s Compensation Act in 1910. British Columbia passed similar legislation in 1917. The debate about workers’ health and safety and compensation did not end with the new compensation schemes. Indeed, as new dangers are discovered and issues such as violence and indoor air quality arise, the debate will continue. So will the debate about whether the historic compromise was a good one for workers. There can be no debate, however, that most injured workers now receive compensation whereas in the past they either lost in court or suffered in poverty, too broke to hire a lawyer. Lynne Sinclair, is an assistant director in the BCTF’s Organization Support Division. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=25452,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > March 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 5, March 2012   Giant’s Head Elementary School staff write to George Abbott  Thank you for your visit today. We are pleased and honoured that you have chosen to visit Giant’s Head Elementary School. We certainly believe Giant’s Head School is a very special place. It’s a people place! It is a place where we strive every day to make a difference in children’s lives. We put our heart and soul into our work here. No doubt, that can be said for many public schools in our province. Teachers care about kids. That is why we do what we do! We are here to share the “aha moments” and we are here to work hard “in the trenches” for those kids who need more time, more resources, and more love. We are the voice for those children. Today we want you to hear our message on their behalf and on our behalf. We pride ourselves at Giant’s Head Elementary School for our teacher-driven initiatives. We are leaders in education. Teacher-led professional development is the norm at our school. Many of our teachers have worked with Susan Close and Adrienne Gear to bring rich learning experiences to our classrooms. Several of our teachers have offered their classrooms as demonstration sites so other teachers could see SMART learning in action. Many teachers on staff have been using the “Inquiry Model” to determine the next step in professional development. Because of our flexibility and initiative, Giant’s Head teachers have become exemplars and provincial master trainers for programs like SMART and Tribes. Besides being able to impact our classrooms, many agree it is the richest professional development they have ever done! We thrive on learning as professionals. For seven years, we have had an active learning community that has always sought to solidify best practice in areas such as language arts, math, or social responsibility. When we determine an area where we want to see professional growth, we make it happen. We are working together on a model for teaching mathematics which incorporates the latest research in this area. We bring in experts to enhance our music, art, and DPA programs. Other times we are the experts and we share that expertise throughout the district and province. This year in the midst of job action we jumped into a book study based on Ross W. Greene’s, Lost at School. We sit with our colleagues after school and try to solve the dilemma of how to reach those kids in our building who are “lost at school.” We do this not because we are directed to do so, but because we want to make a difference in our students’ lives. So, Mr. Abbott, we get worried when we hear talk about the government changing professional development from being locally developed to something that is going to be prescribed to us from afar. We know what we want and what we need to best support our students. “Top down” is not the model that has worked so well for us at Giant’s Head Elementary School. Support us, but please don’t try to control us. We need your support in many crucial ways. We need your help to right the wrongs of slashed contracts. We need language in our contract to ensure classroom environments are student and teacher friendly. Smaller class sizes would be a great place to start. All of us have seen the challenge of teaching with too many children in a classroom. The amount of individual attention is limited. We are putting in more of our own time, funding our own resources and still we cannot meet all of their needs. Adequate funding for special needs children is also crucial. This applies for children not only at both ends of the spectrum—our gifted and our learning challenged, but also our behaviourally challenged. Some of us remember a time when program aides were available in classrooms to help those “grey area kids” who would turn the corner on learning when they had just a little more help. Now every CEA is a personal attendant or Care-aid and little help is available to those other children who struggle to adapt to the classroom environment. We have many special needs children who get very little specialized help because our Special Education teacher and Learning Assistance teacher are stretched to the maximum. We turn to them for help but they are overwhelmed by the sheer volume of children they service, not to mention testing, developing Individualized Education Programs, school-based meetings, and parent meetings. We have other children who need help but because the funding formula has changed they no longer qualify for funding because the bar has been raised. In the meantime teachers are working harder than they ever have to meet the needs of every child in their classroom. Without extra support in the classroom to meet the increasing mental health, physical, and emotional concerns of the children of British Columbia, teachers are finding it overwhelming to even implement the exciting initiatives we are passionate to put into practice. As technology is a cornerstone for personalized 21st century learning, we wonder how we will manage with a lack of funds for hardware, software, training, and support. Please, fund the equipment and maintenance of it, and fund the training we might need to use the equipment. Right now much of our equipment and software is outdated and we struggle daily to make do with what we have. We are happy to have you visit. The Grade Five Ambassadors will be proud to tour you through their school. It has been their home for several years now. They are leaders and proud of their role. Students will be nervous, but happy, to have you stop and watch them in action. They know what is expected of them as ambassadors of our school. We hope they live up to those expectations! But kids are kids—some days they soar and some days no matter how hard they flap their wings, they don’t quite get off the ground. Teachers will be glad to see you too. But in the busy-ness of our days, we may be caught up in a learning moment and miss the opportunity to say “Hello….and by the way, Mr. Abbott, I want you to know….” We are passionate about kids and we are passionate about our work with kids. We urge you to see us as stakeholders and to support us in the work we do so well. We are not adversaries; we are a part of this family of learners that stretches across this wonderful province of ours. We need your support and welcome the opportunity to further communicate with you about what is happening here, “in the trenches.”  With regards, teaching staff of Giant’s Head Elementary School, Summerland   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7726&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 4, January 26, 2005 Canadian teachers support colleagues affected by tsunamis Teacher organizations across Canada are rallying in support of over 10,000 teacher colleagues in South Eastern Asia whose lives have been affected and paralyzed by the recent disastrous waves of tsunamis. The Canadian Teachers’ Federation (CTF) is actively responding to an urgent appeal issued by Education International (EI), the body representing millions of teachers worldwide. "EI has already allocated 30,000 euros in aid of affected teachers in Sri Lanka, Indonesia, and India," said CTF President Terry Price. "But more funds are urgently needed." CTF is inviting member organizations to contribute generously to the EI Solidarity Fund in order to aid teachers and their families affected by the natural disaster. Terry Price has written to the presidents of the teacher federations in countries affected by the December 26 tsunamis. "In classrooms across Canada, students and teachers mourn the monumental loss of lives while attempting to comprehend the sheer magnitude of this disaster," she said in a January 5, 2005 letter. "On behalf of over 200,000 Canadian teachers, please accept our heartfelt sympathy for the extensive loss of life and devastation caused by the tsunamis. "We hope the worldwide response to the appeal issued by Education International (EI) will provide you with the springboard to help rebuild the future of the hundreds of thousands of innocent people whose lives were impacted by this crisis. "Although we cannot bring back those who have died, we can help the ones who have survived. As teachers, we have a role to play in that we can help children of all walks of life comprehend the terrible images of this disaster which has brought home our vulnerability to the forces of nature," concluded Price. CTF is the voice of over 200,000 teachers across Canada. EI is the largest global teacher organization representing over 29 million education personnel from all education sectors, from preschool to university, through 345 member organizations in 165 countries and territories. Related links • Education International: www.ei-ie.org/main/english/index.html. • Canadian International Development Agency: www.acdi-cida.gc.ca/index-e.htm • Oxfam Canada: www.oxfam.ca • Canadian Red Cross: www.redcross.ca/article.asp?id=000005&tid=003 • Save the Children Canada (excellent teachers’ guide) www.savethechildren.ca • UNICEF: www.unicef.org)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9826&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept./Oct. 2002 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 1, Sept./Oct. 2002 Teachers of the Americas unite for health and safety by Lynne Sinclair Teachers from all over the Americas attended a health and safety conference in Costa Rica this summer. The goal was to establish guidelines for a Health and Safety Code for Schools and to organize a campaign around it in Central America and the Caribbean. Accompanied by Jinny Sims, first vice president, and Larry Kuehn, a colleague on staff, I was eager to attend, dreaming of rain forests, white sandy beaches, and warm sunshine. Wrong. A revolt occurred while we were there, an arrest warrant was issued for the teacher president, and it was the rainy season! The conference was funded and organized by the Civil Society Network in Support of Public Education in the Americas (Red-SEPA), an organization initiated and funded by the BCTF and Codevelopment Canada. Thanks to the Federation’s international work, teachers in the Americas are meeting and organizing around key educational, social, and political issues. The day we arrived, a revolution began over transportation and other issues important to the workers of Costa Rica. The root of the unrest was the privatization of government services, in particular automobile testing. The popular movement was led by teachers, taxi cab drivers, garage mechanics, and others. The teacher union president, Floribeth Lopez Ugalde, was issued an arrest warrant for her involvement in the protests. She and others who headed up the popular movement were accused of being a danger to the state, a danger to democracy, and to the peace of the country. Three hundred riot police surrounded the legislature under the guise of a national safety crisis, and police entered the university grounds, an unheard of event. This caused a student protest the next day, with student guards at the university gates to keep police out. Each day, we waited to see if Floribeth Ugalde would deliver the updates, or if she would be in jail. Thankfully, she was still smiling and present on our last day. We worked day and night at the offices of the Sindicato de Trabajadores de la Educacion Costarricense (SEC), one of the teachers’ unions in Costa Rica. The discussions and solidarity of the group energized and inspired us. In a culturally and linguistically diverse group, we had no trouble uniting around teacher issues such as violence, air quality, and poverty. In the end, the beginnings of a campaign were in place, with each region choosing a priority around which to organize. The topics ranged from child prostitution to potable water to building schools on non-toxic lands. Teachers spoke passionately about the importance of public education, and all expressed deep concern about the growing privatization in our schools. Teachers who cannot even find a book or a piece of chalk understand that the issues are much more complex than missing supplies and the answers lie not just in our classrooms but in political work with others in the community. "Health is more than not being sick," we were advised by Esperanza Taises, a researcher/ sociologist with SEC. "It is a complex integration of social, political, and economic issues. School is understood as a microspace that brings together homes, institutions, and community." With that approach, we worked in small groups for most of the conference, discussing the issues, strategizing, and listening to the all-too-familiar themes of corporatization, privatization, lack of funding, not enough staff—the list went on. It was apparent early in the conference that teachers around the Americas are experiencing the same issues in differing ways. The global pattern emerged, helping us understand the enormity and importance of our task. Two Cuban representatives were to attend, but Costa Rica refused entry to the university student. Much negotiation and money was required even to get the teacher, Juana Elena Bazave, to our conference. Luckily, she was there to tell us about Cuba’s education system and the many services provided in schools in an integrated model. For example, 3,000 nurses and 2,000 doctors are assigned to schools. Over 96% of the Cuban people are literate, and student retention rates are also 96%. This fall, only 16 to 20 students will be in each primary class. In order to reduce the trauma of the move from elementary to secondary, teachers will be teaching three subjects to a group of 12 to 15 students. Teachers are currently being trained on computers to enhance learning in the classroom. Calling the U.S. embargo of her country an act of terrorism, she proudly described the many wonderful benefits the revolution had won for her people. Her description was in stark contrast to those from the countries that are still dominated and exploited by foreign capital. It was also in stark contrast to the recent actions of the Liberal government here in B.C. A highlight for me occurred when a female delegate from El Salvador approached me, held my hand, and thanked the Federation on behalf of all women teachers for the support we have provided to them in their struggle to achieve equity for all women in the Americas. So, although I didn’t have any beach time, I had one of the most memorable trips in my life. The care and passion, the dedication, of the teachers at the conference made me proud to be a teacher and to be working for teachers. We learned much from our colleagues in other countries, and we return with many lessons. The experience impressed upon me once again that health and safety is of critical importance to our society and that many components go into a healthy society: human rights, free education, free health care, and the ability of all citizens to participate in meaningful ways to shape society. I also know, from this and past experiences, that teachers will not be stopped in their struggle for justice. Lynne Sinclair is the acting director of the BCTF’s Field Services Division.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12762,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 1999 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 12, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 1999 Project Overseas Summer lessons Canadian teachers have a special opportunity to share classroom lessons and methods with teaching colleagues in developing countries through a CTF program, Project Overseas. Six teachers from B.C. were selected, along with 50 teachers from across Canada, to volunteer teach this past summer. They journeyed to Asia (Mongolia and Nepal), South America (Guyana), and Africa (Ghana and Malawi). Teacher will run a short write-up in each of the next five issues. Mongolia by Janet Nicol Sainbaina uu! Hello! That is the greeting of the people of Mongolia, a dreamlike land of blue skies and vast steppes. It is also a country in dramatic transition. Last summer, I observed the wonders and challenges of that unique Asian society working with three other Canadian teachers and the Mongolian Teachers’ Union in the capital city, Ulaan Bataar. We presented English as a foreign language methodology to teachers and developed curriculum materials. For almost seventy years, Mongolians learned Russian as a foreign language in school. But since the country achieved independence from the Soviet Union in 1990, English has become the language of opportunity. In our four-week language course, the student-teachers shared their culture while practising English. For instance, they brought special objects to describe: a friendship stick, chess carvings of horses and camels, and a wolf’s ankle bone (for good luck). Current events revealed attitudes—everything from a faith in their fragile yet hopeful democratic institutions to reverence for wrestlers. Sharing photographs, I learned about celebrations such as “White Moon,” in February, the revival of Buddhism, and teachers’ university days in Moscow. Most of the 49 student-teachers were female. Divorce is not uncommon, and families generally have two children. Bayarma, a Mongolian language teacher, told me “In this time of transition and poverty, we must have education. Young people with a good profession will develop Mongolia.” I admire my colleagues’ dedication and hope. I carried back to Canada some of their strength. Janet Nicol teaches at Killarney Secondary School, Vancouver. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/multimedia/PresidentsVideo.aspx?id=30998&printPage=true,BCTF > Q & A with Jim Iker  	BCTF President's video message  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Multimedia > President's Message Q & A with Jim Iker Date: October 11, 2013 Length: 00:04:17 Loading... Click to view transcript Q & A with Jim Iker Bargaining  Q: Where are we at with bargaining, Jim? JI: We now have three dates confirmed for October and we’re looking forward to getting to the table and having the first bit of negotiations since our last session in June and our hope is that we’re going to get a negotiated collective agreement at the bargaining table that represents a fair deal for our members and better supports for our students including more one-on-one time and we’re hoping that government comes to the table with us, with the idea that they want an agreement with the BC Teachers’ Federation. That’s what we want so let’s make it happen. Q: What are the key issues that teachers are taking to the table? JI: The key issues for us are class-size limits back into the collective agreement, as well as learning specialist ratios such as teacher-librarians, learning assistance teachers, special education resource teachers, and teacher’s counsellors. It’s time that we get some minimum ratios back into the collective agreement so this will go towards meeting the needs of all of our students in our schools. This is the first time in 11 years that we’re actually able to negotiate these since they were stripped out of our collective agreements back in 2002. We’re also looking at salary, the stats show that depending on which skill or grid we’re looking at, that we’ve fallen way behind our colleagues across Canada, that we’re anywhere between 6th and 9th, and so the whole issue of salary needs to be addressed and we’re looking forward to having that conversation and discussion with government and hopefully they’ll see that one way to show respect for teachers in BC is that they get the salaries that are important for them in terms of the work that we do with our students in our schools as well as in our communities. It’s also time to address the whole issue of preparation time, which is part of the important work we that we do, in having the time to do that work with our students and prepare and have some actual time during the work day to prepare that work for our students so we can again better meet the needs of them. Q: What is your reaction to the governments push for a 10-year term? JI: We’re open to a longer-term deal, we’ve been pretty clear about that. The one thing though, for any term of agreement, government has to come to the table with the necessary funding to fund that agreement. We’re looking forward to being at the table and hearing what government has to say in terms of the term and whether they’re going to bring the necessary resources. If it works in terms of meeting the needs of our members and our students then we will be looking for a longer term. Q: How does a fair deal for teachers help students? JI: A fair deal for our members includes our working conditions such as class size, class composition, learning specialist ratios, and we know that our working conditions means that our students learning condition, their learning environment that they learn in, and we know that the smaller our class size is and the more specialist teachers we have working with our students in and out of the classroom, the better ability that we have to give our students the needed more one-on-one time. Q: If you had 30 seconds on the phone with the minister of education, what would you say? JI: I’d ask him to come to the table in good faith bring the necessary funding that it will take to get a deal that represents a fair deal for our members and better supports for our students. As well as one way to show respect, that you respect the teachers across this province, is bring the money that is necessary to enable the working conditions for our members and learning conditions for our students. As well as addressing the salary needs of our members, it’s time to catch up to our colleagues across Canada.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=29036,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2013 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 25, Number 4, Jan./Feb. 2013   A fair deal for teachers, better support for kids  By Richard Hoover   The forecast for the upcoming round of teacher bargaining, despite the ratification of a new framework agreement with BCPSEA on January 26, 2013, is very much the same as it was for the last round—a lot of uncertainty, possible government interference, and an unworkable government-imposed mandate for the provincial bargaining table. Our current two-year collective agreement was signed and ratified by a membership vote in June of 2012. It was retroactive to July 1, 2011 and expires at the end of this school year on June 30, 2013. Despite 16 months at the bargaining table in the last round of bargaining, government legislation in the form of Bill 22 eventually ended our LRB-approved strike and would have imposed a contract with devastating concessions had we not reached an agreement in June 2012. The current collective agreement was negotiated under the government’s net-zero mandate. BCPSEA, the trustees’ bargaining agency, and government came to the table with nothing to offer, demanded a wage freeze and concessions, and threatened legislation to get what they wanted if we wouldn’t agree to it. Bill 22, which imposed the government’s mandate, also legislated two years of wage freezes for teachers. Government’s new mandate for this round of bargaining is the so-called “co-operative gains” mandate, which is really very much the same as the old net-zero mandate. Under co-operative gains, government will not fund any increased costs, including salary increases, for teachers or support staff. Any salary or prep-time increases for teachers, or other improvements that have cost implications such as class size and composition provisions or guarantees of specialist teacher support for students, would have to be offset by reductions in other areas. The co-operative gains mandate requires that savings for any increases be found through “operational cost reductions, increased efficiency, service redesign, business gains, and other initiatives.” School boards have already told government that there are no such savings to be found. The BC School Trustees Association reports that President Michael McEvoy, on behalf of the province’s Boards of Education, told Minister of Education Don McRae that “there are no gains to be had from our collective balance sheets this year or next.” Salaries of BC teachers are now among the lowest in Canada, and are 15 to 20% below the salaries of teachers in Ontario and Alberta. If government legislates another two years of wage freezes for this round of bargaining, it will result in six imposed wage freezes in 11 years. Our preparation time lags far behind teachers in other Canadian jurisdictions, and the BC student-educator ratio is so far above other provinces that it would require another 6,800 teachers just to bring it down to the Canadian average. So, in early November of 2012, the BCTF bargaining conference at the fall Representative Assembly in Richmond approved a list of bargaining objectives for the upcoming round. We will be seeking reasonable increases in salaries and preparation time, limits for class sizes and composition, specified minimum staffing ratios for specialist teachers, and standardization of dental plans, among other objectives. Soon after the Bargaining Conference, BCTF and BCPSEA quietly began discussions about the upcoming round of negotiations. These discussions were productive, and resulted in a framework agreement the parties planned on ratifying in January 2013. But, to complicate matters further, on January 24, 2013, government released to the press a “white paper” outlining a process for teacher bargaining and a 10-year deal that would see issues such as class size and composition shuffled off to a policy committee and funded from a new Priority Education Investment Fund that would contain $0 for the first year, $0 for the second year and only $100 million for the third year. Teacher compensation, including salary increases and improved benefits, would be determined by average amounts negotiated by other government civil servants, as determined by government. And our right to withhold services would be restricted to strikes that would have to begin at the opening of school in September. Partial strikes, instruction-only campaigns, withdrawals from extracurricular activities, or work-to-rule activites would not be allowed. The government's timing with this announcement was very curious, given that the BCTF and BCPSEA had a positive framework agreement that was to be ratified only a few days later. In fact, the framework was ultimately ratified by the BCTF Representative Assembly and the BCPSEA board on January 26, 2013— a significant and positive step. The framework with BCPSEA provides for the development of a common database for the provincial bargaining table that would include agreed-upon figures for teacher compensation comparisons, working conditions and more. As well, the framework includes a new split of issues for provincial and local bargaining. The new split of issues will see many relationship issues such as layoff and recall, posting and filling vacant positions, transfers, and offers of appointment returned to local bargaining tables so that local solutions to meet local needs can be negotiated between the local parties. The new split of issues takes effect immediately for this round of bargaining. Locals and school districts now have the opportunity to negotiate improvements to many provisions that have not been updated in over 20 years. This goes a long way in resolving a major concern that has lingered since the current provincial bargaining model was imposed through legislation in 1994. The framework provides for provincial bargaining to commence on February 4, 2013, with proposals exchanged no later than March 1, 2013. Locals will decide when they open local bargaining tables, but it must be no later than March 1, 2013. Additionally, the framework calls for the appointment of a facilitator at the commencement of provincial bargaining. Should there be no agreement by the expiry of the collective agreement on June 30, 2013, the facilitator will issue a report outlining the matters resolved at the table, the outstanding issues, the positions of the parties on the issues and a suggested process for continued negotiations. By mutual agreement the facilitator can be retained beyond June 30, 2013. So, our current collective agreement expires on June 30, 2013, and bargaining begins the first week of February. While there is uncertainty around the government’s mandate and what the provincial election may bring, the Federation, at both the provincial and local levels, will be seeking a fair deal for teachers, and better support for kids. For further information including details of the framework agreement with BCPSEA and the government’s white paper on teacher bargaining, go to the BCTF member portal at www.bctf.ca and sign in. Richard Hoover, director, BCTF Field Services Division    Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=27127&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 7, May/June 2012   Thank you from Southern Okanagan Secondary School  By Sarah Riordan   In the wee hours of September 12, 2011, phones around the South Okanagan were ringing; Southern Okanagan Secondary School was on fire. The volunteer firefighters from Oliver and the surrounding communities arrived to find the fire fully involved. They tried desperately to keep the fire from spreading to the historical Frank Venables Auditorium, an auditorium that the people of Oliver had taken a voluntary tax increase to upgrade, but, it too succumbed. The school had been under renovations for the previous 18 months. Students and teachers learned and taught while massive machines pulled off the outside walls of the classrooms during the school day. Debris, dust clouds, alarms, water shut-offs, room changes, make-shift exits, and various very loud and constant noises had become normal. But the school year started with the office and library ready and the science lab, gyms, multipurpose area, and most of the classrooms just weeks away from completion. Then came the fire. In the weeks and months since the fire, the teachers of SOSS came to learn many things: You can be a teacher with 20 years of experience, but you may suddenly feel like a first-year teacher again with your life’s work gone. It will take months for you to think of all the things that you no longer have. Some days, it really is the students who get you through the day. A school does not feel like a complete community when the students with special needs have to be moved to another building. People will be sympathetic but, chances are, only other teachers will “get it.” Luckily for us, there were teachers throughout British Columbia who understood. Binders, books, resources, and flash drives with lesson plans arrived from all over the province. Students and teachers from other schools held book drives to start our new library, set up science lab field trips, and volunteered at a school dance. BCTF locals sent the staff “fun” money. With that money, we have had a catered lunch and have plans for some other events and draws this spring. We cannot fully express to you what it feels like to know that colleagues we have never met are thinking of us. To all of our fellow teachers, who through thought, word, or deed, took some time to empathize, please know that we wholeheartedly thank you.  Sarah Riordan, South Okanagan Secondary School, Oliver  )
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11160,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2002 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 14, Number 4, Jan./Feb. 2002 President’s message As the first issue of Teacher magazine for 2002 goes to press, public education in British Columbia is at a crossroads. There is the path of negotiation, and the path of confrontation. Teachers have been trying to travel the path of negotiation. But we keep being pushed onto the opposite track. The minister of labour imposes essential services legislation. The minister of finance calls our salary proposal "insane." The premier muses aloud about imposing a legislated contract. So does the minister of finance. So do the media. The minister of education speaks of ‘war.’ Is it any wonder thousands of teachers are in the streets? On January 12, 2002 we marched 5,000 strong to Art Gallery Square in downtown Vancouver. "Negotiate, don’t legislate," read one teacher’s placard. "Show some respect," said another. Coming together, singing satirical songs written by our amazingly creative colleagues, hearing words of solidarity from friends across the labour movement, we felt uplifted and energized. And that energy is growing across B.C. as more and more teachers are getting active in the campaign to defend our rights as unionists and as professionals. We’re taking a strong stand for ourselves, our students, and for the principles of democratic public education. We’re joining with other trade unionists, community groups, and citizens to defend education, healthcare, the social safety net, and justice. As I write these words on January 16, 2002, rumours are swirling about government intervention. Our 71 local presidents have been called to a meeting to consider a new position to put to the employer. The quality of public education in B.C. continues to be put at risk by BCPSEA and government. However the immediate dispute ends, our long-term responsibilities are clear. The members of the BCTF can be counted on to be teachers and passionate advocates for quality public education. David Chudnovsky Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewsAndEvents.aspx?id=19832&printPage=true,BCTF > Public Education Conference 2009 Facilitator Bios  	BCTF News and Events  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > News and Events > Public Education Conferences > 2009 Facilitator bios Hugo Aboites Hugo Aboites is a professor at the UAM—the Autonomous University of Mexico. He has been engaged in opposing the imposition of testing after NAFTA and has researched education policies around Latin America. Donna Allen Donna Allen is a second-term school trustee and currently sits as board chair in SD#68 (Nanaimo-Ladysmith).  She also chairs the district’s Multicultural and Race Relations Committee; is a member of the Education Committee and the Teacher-Trustee Liaison Committee, and chaired the Ad Hoc Committee on Class Size and Classroom Composition. A retired high school counsellor, Allen has had a full career of working to “set students up for success.” She held the positions of secretary, first vice-president, and second vice-president in her local, and chaired the Rights of Children Committee at the BCTF. Carol Arnold Carol is a secondary school teacher and member of the Charter for Public Education. Before moving to Salt Spring Island eight years ago, she served on a variety of Public Education Works committees for Alberta Teachers’ Association in Edmonton. She is Metis and has served on the Aboriginal Education Advisory Committee of the BCTF for four years. She is actively involved in providing workshops to locals and universities that deal with a variety of Aboriginal Education topics. Carol is a passionate advocate for strong, quality public education because it has provided all opportunities for success in her own life; something she wants all children of Aboriginal ancestry to enjoy. Dr. Robin Barrow Professor Barrow is a graduate of Oxford and London Universities. He moved to Canada as Professor of Education at Simon Fraser University in 1982. From 1992–2002, he was Dean of Education. He is author of 24 books and a hundred or so papers in the field of educational studies. Professor Barrow is listed in the Canadian Who’s Who and in 1996 was elected a Fellow of the Royal Society of Canada. David Chudnovsky David Chudnovsky is a former president of the BCTF and was a Member of the BC Legislature from 2005 to 2009. Gloria Cole Gloria Cole is of Tlingit, Kwakiutl, Haxwamis, and Scottish ancestry. She is a member of the Tlowitsis First Nation and lives in Alert Bay, BC. Cole has taught in Surrey and Vancouver Island North. She has two beautiful children who she is very proud of. She is currently a TTOC for the Vancouver Island North School District. Cole has a bachelor of education degree from NITEP/UBC, a master’s degree from SFU, and is currently a doctoral student at UBC. She has taught K–12, and university courses at SFU and UBC. She enjoys reading and gets quite stressed at taking and giving tests! Derek DeGear Derek DeGear is a 13-year teacher from School District 68, Nanaimo/Ladysmith area. A keen interest in assessment practices has led him to lead numerous workshops on the theory of Assessment for Learning. He is an elementary specialist who has spent at least a year at each elementary grade from Kindergarten to Grade 7. After spending two years as Bargaining Working Learning Conditions chair on his local executive, he is now a full-time released vice-president for the Nanaimo District Teachers’ Association. DeGear sees himself as an advocate for public education and enjoys discussions with education partners in protecting education as a common good. Maureen Dockendorf Maureen Dockendorf is currently assistant superintendent for Coquitlam School District with responsibility for numerous areas including district assessment and the district’s Staff Development Department. Jill Reid, Heather Daly, Martine Duby, Nancy Carl, and Don Gordon are staff development co-ordinators responsible for a variety of areas in Coquitlam School District including, between them, the coordination of Coquitlam School District’s district assessments. Coquitlam School District’s staff development department has the purpose of improving learning and teaching for all. Members of the department have an unwavering commitment to public education and to success for all students. Marlene Eccles Marlene Eccles is president of the ESL PSA, a long-time classroom teacher, student advocate, and ESL/D district co-ordinator, currently living and teaching in Williams Lake. Moira Ekdahl Moira Ekdahl is currently the teacher-librarian consultant for the Vancouver Board of Education. She was a teacher-librarian at Gladstone Secondary School. Prior to becoming a teacher-librarian, Ekdahl taught social studies and English in Vancouver, Williams Lake, and New Westminster. She has no hesitation in saying that being a teacher-librarian is “the best job in the system.” Kadriye Ercikan Kadriye Ercikan is a professor at the Faculty of Education at the University of British Columbia and is the director of Assessment and Student Learning Alliance (ASLA). She teaches educational assessment, measurement, and research methods courses. Her research focuses on design, fairness, and validity issues in educational assessments and inferences and generalizations based on assessments and educational research in general. Rick Ferguson Rick Ferguson has been teaching in Merritt since 1980 and taught at a junior high school and presently at an alternative school. He still loves Mondays! “Going to work is not just a job, it is an adventure. Each day offers some new surprise.” Sylvia Helmer Sylvia Helmer, ESL PSA M-A-L, adjunct professor, UBC Language and Literacy Department, long-time classroom teacher, student advocate, teacher trainer, and district ESL consultant. Iglika Ivanova Iglika Ivanova has worked as an economist and public interest researcher with the Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives since January 2008. She investigates issues and trends in healthcare, education, and social programs, and examines the impact of public services on quality of life. She also looks into issues of government finance, taxation, and privatization and how they relate to the accessibility and quality of public services. Ivanova holds an MA in economics from the University of British Columbia and a BA in economics from Simon Fraser University. Carol Johns Carol Johns is a kindergarten/student services teacher in Cranbrook. She has taught for over 30 years in three districts. Johns worked on both the initial Primary Program Steering Committee and was a writer on the current Primary Program. She has served as Primary PSA president, on BCTF Learning Conditions, WLC/Bargaining Advisory, Professional Issues Advisory, and numerous local, BCTF and ministry committees, including the All-day Kindergarten committee. Seth Klein Seth Klein is the director of the BC office of the Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives and a former teacher. Dan Laitsch Dan Laitsch is an assistant professor with the Faculty of Education at Simon Fraser University, where he teaches in the Educational Leadership programs, the director of the Centre for the Study of Educational Leadership and Policy, and co-editor for the International Journal for Education Policy and Leadership. Karen Langenmaier Karen Langenmaier, on leave from the Comox Valley School District, has been working in the area of health and safety since 1994. She started her activism for healthier schools while serving as PAC chair in her sons’ elementary school. Understanding health and safety issues both as a parent and a teacher gives her insight into what to look for in a working and learning environment and the processes available to improve them. While much time is devoted to curriculum, budgets, fundraising, and services to students, the principles of a healthy and safe environment that are fundamental to students success are rarely mentioned. Parents need to know what potential hazards they are exposing their children to. Irene Lanzinger Irene Lanzinger is president of the BC Teachers’ Federation. She is a secondary physics teacher on leave from School District #39 (Vancouver). Irene has taught in Vancouver, Abbotsford, Japan and Saudi Arabia. Lillian Lincoln Lillian Lincoln is a member of the Nisga’a First Nation and a teacher at Nisga’a Elementary Secondary School. Lincoln is a member of the Aboriginal Education Advisory Committee, an aboriginal parent presenter, and local activist for the issues and concerns that are obstacles to success for the Aboriginal student and parent. April Lowe April Lowe is a Grade 2 and 3 teacher at Garibaldi Highlands Elementary School in Squamish. As a BCTF facilitator, she travels the province giving this workshop on Assessment for Learning to other teachers. Lowe has a masters degree in educational practices from Simon Fraser University and her paper/work was on assessment practices. Fiona MacNicol-Clark Fiona MacNicol-Clark has been teaching French Immersion Primary classes in Richmond for the last 25 years. Previous to that she taught in her homeland Scotland and in Germany, before arriving in British Columbia. She received her teaching degree from Aberdeen, Scotland, her masters of education in imaginative education, and a post-masters diploma in the works of Vygotsky, both from SFU. MacNicol-Clark continues to mentor, support teacher candidates, and run study groups in Richmond as well as teaching her primary class. George Martell George Martell is currently working with Education Action: Toronto, which is working with parents in immigrant and working class families. He was founder of This Magazine is About Schools and Our Schools, Our Selves, two publications about progressive ideas in education. Tim McCracken Tim McCracken is a teacher at HJ Cambie Secondary in Richmond, vice president of the BC Science Teachers’ Provincial Specialist Association, and member-at-large with the Richmond Teachers’ Association. McCracken has been teaching Chemistry 12 and general sciences since 1994. Charles Menzies Charles Menzies has been a parent volunteer with experience as a member of school planning councils and parent advisory councils, and as an executive member of the Vancouver District Parent Advisory Council. Menzies is also an associate professor at UBC where his research and teaching focuses upon contemporary First Nations issues, natural resource management policy (with an emphasis on fisheries), and collaborative research directed at ending social injustice. Charlie Naylor Charlie Naylor is the senior researcher in the BCTF. He completed his undergraduate and teaching diploma in the UK, his master’s at SFU, and his doctorate at UBC. Much of his work with the BCTF has focused on inclusion through projects with teachers, provincial specialist associations, and community organizations. Susan Ohanian Susan Ohanian is a long-time teacher and prolific writer on education topics. Her website against high-stakes testing was awarded the National Council of Teachers of English George Orwell Award for Distinguished Contribution to Honesty and Clarity in Public Language. She is now leading a campaign against the federal imposition of national standards in the US. www.susanohanian.org www.StopNationalStandards.org Rich Overgaard Rich Overgaard is the BCTF media relations officer. Jinny Sims Director: Professional and Social Justice Issues Division, BCTF. Teacher/counselor for over 30 years. Long-term activist. Former president of the BCTF. Keynote speaker bios Sue Montebello Sue Montabello is well known as a passionate teacher and administrator who honours the interests, passions, and diversity of her students. At the heart of her work is an attention to ways that community can help us learn and thrive. Montebello has worked at Simon Fraser University as a faculty associate and co-ordinator and continues to teach courses with field programs. She has worked as a principal in the Burnaby school district for the past 17 years and is currently principal of Maywood Community School. Ted Riecken Ted Riecken is the dean of education at the University of Victoria and the current chair of the Association of British Columbia Deans of Education. He has been a faculty member at the University of Victoria since 1989 and before that completed graduate study at UBC and the University of Saskatchewan. As a former elementary school teacher before teaching at university, Riecken taught on Vancouver Island in Gold River. His research interests include the use of new media technologies as learning tools in alternative settings and community-based research. Sue Spalding Sue Spalding is from Kitsumkalum (six km west of Terrace), one of seven communities of the Tsimshian Nation. She is of the Killerwhale clan belonging to the House of Lagaax. Spalding graduated with a bachelor of education in 1990 from NITEP/UBC and received a master’s degree of education with SFU in 2002. She teaches English and social studies at Skeena Junior Secondary. Spalding considers herself a social justice activist. She has served in leadership for over 10 years and only recently has stepped down to focus on improving her teaching practice. She has worked with the Ministry of Education in Victoria as an Aboriginal education co-ordinator as well as a field services contact assigned to the Northwest. Spalding served for 10 years on the Kitsumkalum Band Council. She is committed to striving for improvements within public education and is passionate about issues affecting Aboriginal peoples.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=21689&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > October 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 23, Number 2, October 2010   The province-wide implications of the Vancouver report  By Noel Herron  Part 2: Bumpy road ahead with aggressive and unpredictable education minister   Stepping gingerly around the comptroller general’s report on the Vancouver School Board, the BC School Trustees Association (BCSTA) in its initial reaction to the controversial document stated: “Although the majority of the report is specific to the Vancouver School District, several of the recommendations have implications for all boards of education.” In identifying nine recommendations directed at the other 60 boards it was very clear that the Ministry of Education team working with Cheryl Wenezenki-Yolland, the province’s comptroller general, at the behest of Education Minister Margaret MacDiarmid, had other fish to fry, apart from their attempt to isolate the Vancouver board. Wenezenki-Yoland’s report was generally recognized within the Vancouver education community as a political document, with the sole exception of two minority VSB trustees on the nine trustee board (both members of Gordon Campbell’s former NPA municipal party) who criticized the board for antagonizing the minister, thus underlining the partisan nature of the report. As an objective review of the financial performance of the VSB, this report failed. As a review of the educational needs of one of this province’s most complex and diverse urban school systems, the report was a total bust. It studiously, and amazingly, avoided, for the most part, any mention of education programs and services, and equally as important failed to look to the future. The muted reaction from the BCSTA and this association’s avoidance of any direct commentary—even a mild supportive gesture—on the financial crunch facing the VSB, when all of the other 60 school districts were in similar straits, was regarded by many trustees as a missed opportunity. Consider the following six issues emerging from this report—some addressed, some not, (the last two being regarded as too hot to handle) by the provincial trustees’ body whose stated primary role is, “to support boards in improving student achievement” while also arguing that boards must have “the ability and autonomy to appropriately fulfill their legislative and representative duties.“ 1. An arm’s length, independent, financial review  By announcing, at the request of the minister, that: “specifically excluded from the scope of our work was the structure of the provincial funding model for education” this report forfeited its overall credibility. A call from BCSTA for an outside or external evaluator would have been helpful to an embattled but unbowed Vancouver board. By not doing so, an opportunity for leadership accompanied by a call for fairness and objectivity as well as a look to the future in a contentious climate was lost. It was also very clear why the BC Liberals would not dare request the services of the office of John Doyle, the provincial auditor general. This is an office specifically mandated and equipped for this task, but given the ongoing series of critical reports on the functioning of the provincial government over the past four years, this was a non-starter. 2. Co-governance with the Ministry of Education  Sweep aside the bold principles in the BCSTA’s analysis of this specific recommendation there is an astounding naiveté, if not outright avoidance, of the political realities that dominate the co-governance “partnership” between school boards and Victoria since the BC Liberals came to power in 2001. Instead of shared responsibility based on mutual trust and respect, Victoria’s top-down model has been characterized by distrust, lack of consultation, and outright arrogance. Forget about board “autonomy” or ability to adapt to local situations. Failure to communicate, surprise announcements, abrupt withdrawal of funding, plus a shameless provincial strategy of downloading on boards at every turn make this recommendation untenable. The Vancouver report reinforces centralization at every turn. 3. Long-term strategic plan for education  If this particular recommendation in the Vancouver report were set to music it would appropriately and cynically be titled: “We’ve heard that song before.” Volatile provincial funding, unilateral imposition of policies, undermining of local capital and operating programs, lack of clearly articulated strategies, coupled with the repeatedly promised, but never delivered, plans to facilitate a long-term planning agenda for school boards, mock the validity and sincerity of this document. 4. Mandatory trustees participation in Ministry of Education training  Given the patronizing, and indeed insulting, nature of this recommendation—it elicited the strongest reaction from the BCSTA—with the provincial organization bluntly responding that “all office holders, be they school trustees, city and regional councillors or MLAs should have appropriate orientation and professional development.” BCSTA in the past has organized and presented exceptional workshops, in-service courses, and forums for the province’s 450 trustees. The provincial organization justifiably stands by its record. Look for deterioration in service if Victoria becomes involved. In diminishing the role and work of school trustees by denigrating their qualifications for holding public office, this report crossed a line in trustee-ministry relations. In fact this recommendation coming from a group of non-elected civil servants reaches a new level of arrogant provincial intervention. 5. Role of the deputy and assistant deputy minister  Flowing from the above four faux pas are the questionable roles of Victoria’s two leading “advisers” to the comptroller general, namely, the deputy and the assistant deputy ministers of education, in helping formulate recommendations and in vetting the final report. Alex Himelfarb, Canada’s former senior civil servant, put it well when he stated that senior Canadian civil servants are expected “to operate on code of fearless advice and loyal implementation.” And so it is in this case. The Victoria senior staff involved in writing the Vancouver report urge that every service, where possible, in a public education system be maximized for generating revenue. The latter recommendation would be the death knell of reasonable rentals to before-and-after school care by various community groups. Clearly, what we have here are two ideological “advisers” whose main goal was to advance the BC Liberals’ blinkered education agenda. 6. Role of the minister of education  Lastly, we come to the role of the BC Liberals’ fourth minister of education in nine years, namely Margaret MacDiarmid. This is the minister who will direct educational affairs in this province for the next two-and-a-half years. Based on her first year in office, and given the current mindset in Victoria, we can anticipate a bumpy road ahead. Arrogant, unpredictable, gaffe-prone, this is a minister who will brook no dissent. Her disdain for local government is equalled only by her penchant for shifting blame again and again on to the shoulders of school trustees. Retired superintendent Geoff Johnson in The Vancouver Sun characterized her as being a “provincial bear now, well and truly, in attack mode” during the height of the Vancouver controversy. Charged with fronting for the BC Liberals’ flawed integrated and comprehensive early childhood agenda, one gets an idea of the approach MacDiarmid uses when she stated she wished to create “a splash” (note her wording) with the partial introduction of the underfunded full-day Kindergarten this September. Leaving half the Kindergarten population out—literally thousands of kids on waiting lists across the province—at the start of the current school year seems incidental to this minister. Despite the much-hyped announcements by current and past ministers, the BC Liberals’ promise to introduce programs for “three- and four-year-olds” is not only illusory but laced with cynical, one-off stunts such as booster seats for preschoolers, book handouts to their parents, plus a mischaracterized “Strong Start” initiative—the latter a part-time, drop-in program. Not to mention the shutting down of three daycare centres alone in Vancouver during the summer months, thus deepening the city’s daycare crisis. The fact that thousands of preschoolers, lacking readiness for school (as documented over the past decade), have been left behind for nine years due to foot-dragging and failure to address widening early childhood educational chasms in BC is unacceptable. Apart from the early childhood fiasco, if this minister persists in her aggressive and confrontational ways, as she has evidenced in her dealings with the Vancouver board, and fails to reach out in a co-operative manner to the various groups in the education community, this government will sink even lower in public opinion polls—something the BC Liberals dread. The Vancouver report, as written, framed, and presented publicly by Victoria prior to the end of the last school year is but a symptom of a wider provincial problem. As for MacDiarmid’s expressed wish to BCSTA executive members, in a late June meeting, that her ministry would like to “move forward with a 21st-century learning agenda, focusing on meeting the educational needs of every student,” the chances of this happening, given the current levels of distrust and the ongoing underfunding of school boards, are about as remote as the repeal of the HST tax by the BC Liberals. Public education in this province has never been so badly served.  Noel Herron is a former Vancouver trustee. This is the second of two articles on the Vancouver report.  )
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(20141006,globalnews.ca,http://globalnews.ca/news/1592383/5-cool-things-we-learned-at-the-international-astronautical-congress/?hootPostID=69d7e4f00e3b65b4b5b610e44fa4a554,5 cool things we learned at the International Astronautical Congress  | Globalnews.ca Your Region: National BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg On TV: News Hour Sections National National sections Locals Local sections Watch Watch sections Search Canada Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released Sections Health Money Consumer Tech Entertainment Environment Science Lifestyle Sports Featured Canada World Politics Investigations Canada Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released Your Region National Change BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Health Money Consumer Tech Entertainment Environment Science Lifestyle Sports Jump to a Region National BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Man trying to reach Bermuda in inflatable bubble rescued by Coast Guard Schedule NowNews Hour 6:30pmGlobal National More Programs Global National The West Block 16x9 The Morning Show More Personalities Dawna Friesen Carolyn Jarvis Liza Fromer Tom Clark More News Major snowfall covers N. Manitoba Entertainment ‘Gone Girl’ wins weekend box office News Journalist with Ebola arrives at US hospital Canada Quebecor sells off Sun newspaper chain News Crowdfunded bus debuts in Toronto Entertainment Depardieu reveals past as escort, thief Canada MPs debate motion for airstrikes in Iraq Sports NBA extends television deals for 9 years Trending Maple Syrup Heist Hong Kong protests Iraq crisis Luka Magnotta Ebola outbreak enterovirus D68 Ukraine Retail Wars Space October 1, 2014 4:37 pm 5 cool things we learned at the International Astronautical Congress By Nicole Mortillaro  Global News What is this? Sponsored content is written by Global News' editorial staff without any editorial influence by the sponsor. If you'd like to learn more... What is this ? X What is this? Sponsored content is written by Global News' without any editorial influence by the sponsor. If you'd like to learn more... Watch the video above: International Astronautical Congress in Toronto showcases how space technology impacts life on earth. TORONTO – This week, Toronto is hosting the 65th annual International Astronautical Congress where institutions and organizations from around the globe discuss the future of space. Here are a few things that came to light while visiting the conference. 1. Canada rocks space Despite the reputation of NASA being a leader in space, Canada has its own reputation. Perhaps, however, it is very Canadian-like of us to not toot our own horn, but rather sit quietly and politely behind the scenes. Take, for example, the Canadarm. Without this amazing innovation there wouldn’t have been an International Space Station. Or, at the very least, it would have taken longer to construct. MDA’s model of the Canadarm which made construction in space possible. Nicole Mortillaro/Global News Canada is also responsible for lasers used to better understand the composition of asteroids and planetary surfaces such as those aboard the Mars rovers and the one that will also be aboard OSIRIS-REx, a spacecraft that will visit the asteroid Bennu in 2016 and return a sample to Earth in 2023. And let’s not forget Walter Natynczyk, current president of the Canadian Space Agency and former general with the Canadian Armed Forces. Selfie time! Canadian Space Agency president Walter Natynczyk gives a thumbs up! @csa_asc #CSATweetup pic.twitter.com/eGoc6tzz7U — Nicole Mortillaro (@NebulousNikki) September 30, 2014 Story continues below Related Stories Female astronaut asked about hair, makeup plans in space Boeing, SpaceX win bid to carry astronauts to International Space Station 2. Astronauts are a lot of fun Tagging along with the Canadian Space Agency in The Amazing Canadian Space Race hit home just how fun astronauts are. Astronauts Jeremy Hansen and David Saint-Jacques were the head of two teams tasked with various challenges across the city as part of a Tweetup event organized by the CSA. These events — originally started by NASA — invite people with Twitter accounts to participate in organized launches or special occasions. In this case, it was a challenge based on the popular show The Amazing Race. David Saint-Jacques in a physical challenge at the DRDC David starts the obstacle course. #CSATweetup https://t.co/GKIlyBhpe8 — Nicole Mortillaro (@NebulousNikki) September 30, 2014 Hansen and Saint-Jacques embarked on challenges around the city where they visited Canadian companies and institutions involved with space research such as York University, the Defence Research and Development Canada (DRDC) and the Ontario Science Centre. Jeremy Hansen in a physical challenge at the DRDC Jeremy! #CSATweetup https://t.co/heveBltSgR — Nicole Mortillaro (@NebulousNikki) September 30, 2014 While on Hansen’s bus, he talked about living underwater and underground in deep caves as well as his favourite things about being an astronaut. Both astronauts were welcoming and funny and downright cool. 3. Space is a worldwide endeavour Among those present at the IAC were JAXA, Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency, The British Interplanetary Society, the Italian Space Agency, ASI, the China National Space Administration as well as representatives from around the world including South Africa, Israel, France, Ukraine, Australia and Syria. The espresso machine that will be heading to the ISS in 2015. Brought to you by the Italian space agency, of course. pic.twitter.com/X9ILMhk4E2 — Nicole Mortillaro (@NebulousNikki) September 30, 2014 Met the designer for the Chinese space station Tiangong. Here are their lunar lander and rover. pic.twitter.com/1qhbo4Xxls — Nicole Mortillaro (@NebulousNikki) September 30, 2014 4. There is a future in space travel Along with giants SpaceX and Boeing, both awarded the next contract for the next generation of manned space vehicles, there were other players present at the IAC. A model of Boeing’s next generation of manned space vehicle. Nicole Mortillaro/Global News China and India are both on the main stage of manned exploration. The Chinese delegates, including the designer of their Tiangong space station were more than pleased to talk about their work in space. (We also discussed the role of Tiangong and Shenzou in the movie Gravity, where Shenzou saved the life of the character played by Sandra Bullock.) The world is ready to take on space. 5. Bill Nye is still cool Sure, we may remember Bill Nye as the guy who taught kids about science, but he’s very much an important voice in space exploration. WATCH: Bill Nye visits The Morning Show Nye is the chief executive officer of The Planetary Society and an outspoken voice on climate change and evolution. He’s in town as part of The Plantary Society’s event being held at the University of Toronto Wednesday night, “We See Thee Rise: The Canadian Space Program Today and Tomorrow” where he, along with panelists Elizabeth Howell, Jeremy Hansen and Gordon Osinski, will discuss Canada’s contributions to space. The man who makes bow ties cool, is still rocking science. Follow @NebulousNikki © Shaw Media, 2014 Report an error Canadian Space Agency David Saint-Jacques International Astronautical Congress Japan Jeremy Hansen Space Ukraine Nicole Mortillaro Senior Web Coordinator Nicole Mortillaro is a senior web coordinator covering weather, science and the environment for Global News. More Stories News World’s largest space conference arrives in Toronto No visas for heads of Russian, Chinese space agencies to attend conference Canadian astronaut Jeremy Hansen tackles another frontier – the deep sea Astronauts return to Earth from International Space Station Canada contributing to telescope involved in search for extraterrestrials Comments Popular Now How does Ebola spread? 5 things you need to know 17958 Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released 9957 Accused Madeleine McCann Twitter troll found dead 9216 Ebola: 5 reasons why an outbreak is highly unlikely in Canada 5718 UPDATE: What’s the best, cheapest Canadian cellphone plan out there? 5633 Featured Content Canada Ebola: 5 reasons why an outbreak is highly unlikely in Canada What are the chances of an Ebola outbreak taking off in Canada? It isn’t likely, according to experts. And here are a number of reasons why. Continue reading → Environment Are we in the midst of a mass extinction? There have been 5 mass extinctions — the loss of 75 per cent or more of the world’s species — in Earth’s history. Scientists now believe that we are at the early stages of the sixth. Continue reading → Health Lab-grown penises may soon be ‘ready for testing’ on humans Researchers in North Carolina say penises grown in laboratories could “soon be ready for human testing,” offering hope for men who have had traumatic injuries or penile cancer. Continue reading → Canada Meet Rachel Parent — the teen fighting for GMO labelling in Canada Rachel Parent is a 15-year-old activist. Her goal: mandatory labelling in Canada of all genetically modified organisms, or GMOs that are found as ingredients in food. Continue reading → Canada Abandoned puppies on the mend Twenty hungry, cold and flea-infested puppies found in a Saskatchewan field are now being nursed back to health at Battleford’s Humane Society. Continue reading → Science Everything you need to know about Wednesday’s lunar eclipse On Oct. 8, Canada will be treated to its second lunar eclipse of the year. Find out what you can expect. Continue reading → Canada Can homegrown food win the climate change war? Wondering what’s the single most effective way to combat climate change? Plant a garden. Continue reading → Canada 16×9: An investigation into illegal lumber Timber thieves are stealing wood from the Russian Far East, processing it in China and then shipping it to North America, a 16×9 investigation has found. Continue reading → Highlights Hounds of Parliament: As commuting cyclist and budget watchdog, Frechette must make his presence known Frechette draws a line distinguishing his personality as a cyclist and as the parliamentary budget officer. But surely there’s a parallel between the assertive man he is on a bike and in the role of PBO? Continue reading → Email alerts Sign up for FREE daily Globalnews.ca newsletters and breaking news alerts Email Address National Daily News National Breaking News By clicking on the submit button, I have read, understood and agreed to our privacy policy Twitter Follow globalnews 5 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews USA Swimming suspends #MichaelPhelps for 6 months glbn.ca/ClLU9 pic.twitter.com/nqC3dQ3NhL 5 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews Hillary Clinton: military action against ISIS “critical” and “essential” globalnews.ca/news/1600343/w… #cdnpoli 17 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews Boy left in car during church choir practice dies glbn.ca/ClKBB Jump to a Region BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Connect Facebook Twitter Google+ RSS Contact Us Global News About Us Privacy Policy Principles & Practices Terms & Conditions Copyright Shaw Media Advertise Open Data © Shaw Media Inc., 2014. All rights reserved. Follow Follow “Global News” Get every new post delivered to your Inbox. Join 3,820 other followers Powered by WordPress.com Shaw Connect Expand News Entertainment Entertainment Home Celebs Movies TV Music Living Lifestyle Food Home & Living Sports Money Tech Travel Breaktime Autos Watch TV Online All Sites Global Global News Food Network HGTV History Television Showcase Slice DTOUR ET Canada National Geographic Movietime Lifetime H2 DIY Action NG Wild Mystery IFC BBC Deja Vu Twist)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9100,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept./Oct. 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, No. 1, Sept./Oct. 2003 Quelle est votre culture de l’évaluation ? by Paule Desgroseilliers D’abord, précisons ce qu’on entend par culture de l’évaluation. Vie pédagogique nous propose la définition suivante : ´ C’est le fait d’examiner en équipe les résultats des élèves, de s’interroger sur les facteurs qui les ont conditionnés, de formuler des hypothèses d’action, de les réajuster en cours de route et même de dégager de cette activité systématique ses propres besoins de perfectionnement... ª (2002) L’évaluation est une réflexion sur l’effort et l’habileté de l’élève et permet à l’enseignant de questionner sa pratique pédagogique. L’enseignant a-t-il utilisé les stratégies les plus efficaces pour évaluer le progrès de chacun des élèves ; a-t-il présenté une gamme de stratégies pour rejoindre les différents styles d’apprentissage et les intelligences multiples ? L’enseignant a-t-il accordé assez de temps pour permettre à tous les élèves de pratiquer les nouvelles compétences afin d’assurer la réussite de tous et chacun ? Voilà quelques questions à se poser en début d’année scolaire au moment de la planification et à reprendre à la suite de la première évaluation formelle de l’année. Les réponses à ces questions permettront de faire un retour sur ses instruments de mesure, de prendre conscience de certaines lacunes et d’identifier les moyens à sa disposition pour se perfectionner. L’impact de l’évaluation est énorme. C’est une pression de plus qu’on ajoute aux élèves. Ces derniers perçoivent leurs notes comme un jugement de qui ils sont et celles-ci contribuent à l’image qu’ils ont d’eux-mêmes. Pour certains, les notes stimulent vers une plus grande concentration tandis que pour d’autres, les notes deviennent un outil de désespoir surtout s’ils ont mis beaucoup d’effort. De là le besoin de bien connaître ses élèves et de bien réfléchir aux commentaires émis lors des évaluations. Dans certains cas, les notes peuvent devenir un outil de harcèlement si celles-ci sont affichées ou annoncées à toute la classe. Pour les parents, les notes sont une indication du progrès de leur enfant et certains, qu’on le veuille ou non, les utilisent pour comparer. Pourquoi, alors, ne pas offrir une séance d’information aux parents en début d’année pour clarifier le but et les objectifs des différents instruments d’évaluation. De nombreux parents ne valorisent que les résultats d’examens ou de tests et accordent moins d’importance aux instruments tels que les projets, les travaux manuels, l’observation et l’autoévaluation. L’évaluation est une obligation professionnelle. Chaque enseignant est responsable du résultat de ses élèves. Cependant, il faut tenir compte de la réalité du milieu dans lequel on travaille et des facteurs externes qui influent sur l’apprentissage. De là l’importance d’avoir une équipe-école qui vise le même but : bien encadrer chaque élève afin d’assurer la réussite scolaire. L’enseignant a une tâche complexe par rapport à l’évaluation : planifier ce processus éducatif et ensuite juger ce processus. C’est lui qui prépare les instruments d’évaluation et qui détermine la note. De ce fait, il est bon de se rappeler la portée de ses compétences en matière d’évaluation et en même temps les limites de ses compétences. De ces limites surgit le besoin de développer une analyse réflexive de sa pratique et de permettre à d’autres de questionner une pratique d’évaluation qui s’éloigne des référentiels qui guident la pédagogie courante. Le processus d’évaluation, c’est rendre compte à d’autres, mais c’est aussi rendre compte à soi-même. What is your evaluation culture? First, let us define what we mean by an evaluation culture in a school. Vie pédagogique, an educational magazine published for teachers in Québec, offers the following definition: It is the examination by teams of colleagues of students’ results, the inquiry into the factors that have contributed to those results, the articulation of hypotheses for follow-up action, and the subsequent realignment of those actions. This systematic process often leads to the recognition of professional needs in the area of evaluation...(2002, free translation) An evaluation is a reflection on the effort and ability of a student, and at the same time, it allows the teacher to question his or her practice. Were the most efficient strategies used to evaluate the progress of each student? Were various strategies offered to meet the different learning styles and the multiple intelligences? Was each student given enough time to practise the new skills in order to be successful? These are only some of the questions teachers need to consider when planning an instructional unit and when reflecting on the attainment of learning outcomes after a formal reporting period. Answers to these questions provide an opportunity to examine selected assessment tools, to recognize certain shortfalls, and to identify ways to hone assessment and evaluation skills. Students view evaluation as an additional pressure imposed on them. Marks contribute to students’ self-image for they see their results as a judgment on who they are. Therefore, it is crucial to know one’s students and to be very thoughtful of comments included in formal and informal reports. For some students, marks are an incentive to work harder; for others, marks are a weapon of despair especially if they have put great effort into their school work. In certain instances, when marks are posted or announced in class, some students use them to harass their peers. Teachers hope that parents will view marks as an indication of the progress of their child and avoid using them to compare their child with other students. An information session for parents at the beginning of the school year to explain the purpose of different assessment and evaluation tools is always beneficial. Too many parents overrate the results of tests and exams and underestimate the value of other assessment tools such as projects, manual work, observation, and self-evaluation. Assessing and evaluating is a professional obligation. Each teacher is responsible for the results of his or her students. Having said that, a teacher needs to consider the reality of the social milieu of the school as well as other external factors that can influence learning in that particular environment (thus the importance of having a school team that shares a common goal: to structure learning in such a way that success is within reach for every child). When teachers evaluate, they undertake a complex task: not only do they plan the educational process but they also judge the process. The teacher selects the methods of assessment and evaluation and determines the mark. It is important to remember the scope of one’s assessment and evaluation skills as well as one’s limitations in this regard. Cognizant of these limitations, a teacher will want to reflect on his or her assessment and evaluation practices and allow others to question a particular practice distant from current pedagogy. After all, the evaluation process means not only being accountable to students, parents, and the school system but also being accountable to oneself as a professional. Paule Desgroseilliers is an assistant director in the BCTF’s Professional and Social Issues Division (French Programs & Services). Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=14664,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 20, Number 3, November/December 2007 New BCTF Lesson Aids 1 LA 1070Critical Challenges in English for Secondary Students, rev.©2007, 144 p. This revised book is part of the Critical Challenges Across the Curriculum series and includes a collection of 21 detailed lesson plans for infusing critical thinking into middle school and high school English. The teaching activities span many genres including novels, short stories, poems, plays, essays, songs and fairy tales. The resource features such challenges as assessing which character in Lord of the Flies is the best leader, arguing for or against inclusion of a particular novel in the curriculum for a specific grade level, judging the extent to which the fate of Romeo and Juliet was beyond their control, and assessing the level of students control over their own fates. This new edition has been greatly expanded to include a new critical challenge on "concrete" poetry, newly created assessment rubrics for every challenge, many more student activity sheets to scaffold their learning, and an enhanced focus on teaching the "tools" for critical thinking in English. Grades 812. $37.95 2 LA 9101Harry Potter Novel/Movie Studies by Tina Drewes Barneston, ©2007, 40 p. This resource includes novel studies for the Harry Potter series. Three questions are included in each chapter of the novel studies: looking for detail, general comprehension, and critical thinking. A movie study sheet to be used with the showing of each movie is included to encourage critical-thinking skills. Grades 47 . $4.95 3 LA F9531Le cycle de la vie/ Recyclage: Manuel de lenseignant (préscoliare et primaire), Artist Response Team, ©2004, 282 p. et Holly Arntzen et Les voix de la nature CD. Les chansons du CD Le cycle de la vie ont été traduites en français par Sylvain Archambault et interprétées par les élèves de lÉcole Porter Street à Vancouver, de lÉcole Aylmer/St Marks à Gatineau (Québec) et de lÉcole St Luke à Calgary. Les chansons figurant dans le CD ont trait aux espèces en danger de disparition et à la viabilité écologique. Le manuel et le CD ont pour objet daider les enseignants à donner aux élèves une base de connaissances sur la préservation de lenvironnement : en effet, le CD touche à des sujets tels que les espèces en danger de disparition au Canada et ce que lon peut faire pour leur venir en aide. Chaque unité liée à une chanson constitue une leçon intéressante, ou une série de leçons, pour lenseignant et comporte de nombreuses suggestions dactivités de difficulté graduelle se rattachant aux résultats dapprentissage du nouvel ERI sur les sciences de la maternelle à la 7e année. Le CD explique en détail linformation dordre scientifique et le lien avec le recyclage. Le texte contient des originaux prêts à photocopier et des illustrations. Les activités en langue, en sciences sociales, en sciences, en mathématiques et autres sujets se relient aux paroles des chansons par le biais de la musique, de linformation, dhistoires et dillustrations. Un rapport est établi entre la protection de lhabitat, la réduction de lempreinte écologique et le recyclage des contenants de boissons, une activité quun enfant peut accomplir. Les chansons en groupe servent de sujet dinspiration pour lapprentissage et transmettent le message à la collectivité quil est possible de venir en aide aux espèces en voie de disparition par le recyclage. Recommandé par le ministère de lÉducation de la Colombie-Britannique. Élémentaire. $55 4 LA 9934Honouring the Child: Changing Ways of Teaching by Pamela Proctor, (©2007, 285 p. This resource is for all educators who are struggling to maintain a child-centred classroom. This unique book is not a how-to book, rather it is a full description of a teachers experience over 35 years and the challenges she faced as she transformed from one who was traditional and rigid to one who learned to work more openly with children and thus liberating them to learn. The authors transformation began during her year teaching in Britain when she gained a heightened awareness of what is possible in the classroom. Her search culminated in her meeting like-minded colleagues who together opened a small school in East Vancouver and organized a homelike environment with mixed-age classes and areas for play, reading, writing, calculating, creating, exercising and making music. See www.honouringthechild.com. $29.95 5 LA 8581Turning the Earth published by the Vancouver School Board, ©2007. 290 p. This resource was developed by five Vancouver teachers to help primary and intermediate students see and understand plant development through the seasons, to discover that growing your own fruits and vegetables leads to a healthy lifestyle, and to become stewards of the land and to learn to use the earth not use it up. The guide includes month-by-month activities for gardening indoors or out. Specific lessons are set out for the beginning and active gardener. Blackline masters complement the lessons. A garden alphabet contains much helpful information relating to developing the garden such as grant writing, composting, garden design, and edible flowers. The bibliography has useful materials such as science resources, cookbooks for the classroom, music, and plant and animal stories. A glossary of botanical terms is also included. Grades K7. $18.95 6 LA 8004More Sight Word BooksLevel 2: K1 published by Creative Teaching Press, ©2001, 146 p. This book features 30 cross-curricular mini-books with fun, predictable text that can be reproduced and students can personalize to make their very own set of beginning readers. The stories in this resource give students repeated practice reading and writing over 50 words that most commonly appear in print. Also includes tips for making "reading sticks," which help students follow words as they read and clever ideas for turning the mini-book covers into student-made art projects. Each mini-book also has a place for students to dedicate their book to someone special. The sight wordbooks are great tools for boosting comprehension skills, improving fluency, and expanding vocabulary and are also useful for English as a Second Language. Note that this book is produced in the USA and may contain some US-based standards. $17.95 7 LA 8023Take It To Your Seat Phonics Centers: Grades 12 by Evan-Moor Educational Publishers, ©2004, 194 p. This book includes full-colour materials to construct the centres with full-colour reproducible student task cards and step-by-step teacher directions for making and using each centre, reproducible student activity sheets or answer forms and answer key. The 12 self-contained centers are easy to make and phonics topics include long- and short-vowel sounds, consonant digraphs, vowel digraphs, initial and final consonant blends, word families and more. Note that the book is published in the USA and may contain some US-based standards. $21.95 8 LA 8024Take It To Your Seat: Phonics Centers: Grades 23 by Evan-Moor Educational Publishers, ©2004, 194 p. This book includes full-colour materials to construct the centres with full-colour reproducible student task cards and step-by-step teacher directions for making and using each centre, reproducible student activity sheets or answer forms and answer key. The 12 self-contained centers are easy to make and phonics topics include long- and short-vowel sounds, consonant digraphs, vowel digraphs, initial and final consonant blends, word families and more. Note that the book is published in the USA and may contain some US-based standards. $21.95 9 LA 8049Phonics Activities: K2 by D. Varty, ©2007, 68 p. The illustrated phonics activities in this resource were used by the author as a review of skills that had already been taught. The activities can be used for K-2 students, ESL students, and students with special needs, and as independent and self-checking activities. The Bingo, Path to Wizards Mountain, and Crazy Eights are games for two or more players. $5.95 10 LA 8067Word Families Instant Learning Centers: K2 by Creative Teaching Press, ©2004, 34 p. This resource contains four ready-to-go centers to keep students on task and reinforce key concepts. The centers include Family of Four, Magic Word Family Spelling, Slap and Say, and Frogs on a Log. The book includes task cards and 66 picture and letter cards. Each center includes a task card, a center management card and all the picture and letter cards students need to complete the center activity. No reproducing, coloring, or cutting is required for the cards and all cards are color coded to assist in managing the materials for each center. Note this book is produced in the USA and may contain some US-based standards. $10.95 More curriculum resources and information are available at www.bcalmer.ca. To order the above lesson aids, enclose a cheque payable to the BCTF or authorized PO to BCTF Lesson Aids Service, 100-550 West 6th Ave., Vancouver, BC V5Z 4P2 or call 604-871-2180, toll free 1-800-663-9163, ext. 2180, with a Visa or Mastercard. GST, postage/handling are included in prices. Orders sent by return mail. Lesson Aids office and display room hours: 95 p.m. Mon. to Fri. from Sept. to June; 95. Tues. to Fri. during July and Aug.; 912 on Sat. during Sept., Oct., Jan., and Feb. bctf.ca/LessonAids. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=28572,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 25, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 2012   Opinion: Wi-Fi is safe: Health Canada and the World Health Organization  By Greg Payne  In the October 2012 edition of Teacher, teacher Dan Baljak writes an article titled, “Wi-Fi Technology: Is it time to reconsider?” This question is answered with great clarity by Health Canada—here is the relevant quote from their website: “…current scientific evidence supports the assertion that RF energy emissions from Wi-Fi devices are not harmful. Health Canada’s conclusions are consistent with the findings of other international bodies and regulators, including the World Health Organization, the International Commission on Non-Ionizing Radiation Protection, the Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers and the U.K. Health Protection Agency.”   Baljak cautions us that Wi-Fi might be dangerous. However, the three main respected science-based institutions that he himself repeatedly references in his article to support a reconsideration of Wi-Fi policy, clearly disagree with him (Health Canada, the WHO and IARC). Health Canada goes on to say that, “no pre-cautionary measures are needed.” You can view the entire page by googling “Health Canada Safety of Wi-Fi Equipment”—it’s a quick read that simply demonstrates that the answer to Baljak’s title question, at this time, is a categorical “no.” This seemingly controversial issue would be dealt with much more productively if the public was better informed and made aware that a scientific consensus exists on this topic. This scientific consensus is hard fought and reliable, with institutions such as Health Canada and the World Health Organization reviewing thousands upon thousands of papers to determine it. High quality research is given more weight in establishing this consensus and necessary adjustments are regularly made when convincing new evidence is discovered. It’s very important to keep this in mind when trying to determine the validity of any health-related claim. The public also needs to be made aware of another community, motivated by various financial and ideological reasons, which promotes unfounded ideas about the radio frequency energy used in Wi-Fi, mobile phone, television, and radio technologies. Though this alarmist group exists largely outside of the mainstream scientific community, they have been effective at using the media, the internet, and their own online journals to confuse a segment of the population into believing that the radio waves that we commonly use in every-day life are dangerous. There are many reasons why the ideas held by this community are accurately described as pseudoscience; a survey of their publications reveals that they commonly misrepresent scientific studies or conclusions, cherry-pick only the information and quotes that back their agenda, cite studies that have not been replicated, and misleadingly apply conclusions from lab or animal studies to humans when proper epidemiological studies have yet to be performed. The contributors to the excellent website “EMF & Health” have done an admirable job of exposing such pseudoscience. However, here is the most important thing to remember about this alarmist community; they haven’t convinced the scientific community of their extra­ordinary and inaccurate claims. If the EMF alarmist claims were true, and backed by compelling scientific evidence, this would certainly be reflected in the recommendations from institutions such as Health Canada and the WHO. Consequently, anyone who tries to convince you that these or other well-respected scientific institutions do not have the best available information, backed by the best available evidence, runs the risk of venturing into the shady world of conspiracy theorists; it is simply ludicrous for anyone to seriously put forward the idea that these institutions might be unaware of, be ignoring, or be covering up compelling scientific evidence. A simple awareness of these science-based institutions should come as a great relief to those of us who do not have the time or the expertise to evaluate the myriad of unfounded claims that are sometimes irresponsibly promoted in the media or forwarded to us in e-mails by well-intentioned, but misinformed, friends. It is reassuring to know that reliable information, conclusions, and recommendations to help us make sense of these topics are just a click away. A seemingly important development in this debate occurred in May 2011 when the International Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC), a branch of the WHO, added radio waves to its Group 2b list of 272 agents that are possibly carcinogenic. Since then, both the media and alarmists, have frequently misrepresented this development. For example, this classification applies only to radio waves from mobile phones (see WHO fact sheet #193), not from Wi-Fi technologies or cell phone base stations—and yet alarmists seldom, if ever, make this distinction. While both Health Canada and the WHO acknowledge that more research of cell phone use and cancer is warranted (particularly in children), it’s essential to keep in mind that neither institution ever comes close to suggesting that cell phone use causes cancer. This is important to remember when considering any suggestion or encouragement made to reduce radio wave exposure from cell phones. Specifically, the WHO itself states unequivocally that “based on a recent in-depth review of the scientific literature, the WHO concluded that current evidence does not confirm the existence of any health consequences from exposure to low level electro­magnetic fields” while Health Canada states, ”The IARC classification of RF energy reflects the fact that some limited evidence exists that RF energy might be a risk factor for cancer. However, the vast majority of scientific research to date does not support a link between RF energy exposure and human cancers.” To conclude, any study that we might come across, or that someone might send to us, has probably already been evaluated by Health Canada, the WHO, and other science-based organizations; you can verify new or extraordinary claims by using these institutions’ websites. These organizations, representing the scientific consensus, have done the heavy lifting for us and can be considered as both reliable (to the best of our current knowledge) and authoritative. In today’s information age our teachers, school boards, parent advisory councils, and politicians at all levels of government, are best served by making decisions backed by science-based institutions. At this moment, they clearly indicate that Wi-Fi is safe for home and schools. Greg Payne, Princess Margaret Secondary School, Surrey  References available upon request.   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=17388&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 4, January/February 2009  Looking back 70 years ago Sabbatical leave is granted in Hawaii after eight years’ service, and is looked upon quite as a matter of course, a little more than one per cent of the entire staff being on leave in every year. The teacher is paid the difference between the minimum salary and the salary that would have been received had he remained that year on active service in his schoolroom. The city of Saskatoon allows unused sick-leave to accumulate for a term of years and pays the teacher-on-leave the difference between his or her regular salary and the salary of the teacher replacing him or her. 62 Saskatoon teachers have taken advantage of these provisions and the Board was reported to be well satisfied with the results. – January 1939, The BC Teacher  50 years ago Report cards are fraught with the weakness of all forms of written communication, that of interpretation. One ill-chosen written comment can create more resentment toward the school and its staff than can be eradicated through years of pleasant experiences. A parent will prefer to read on her son’s report card, “Jim took a book from class without his teacher’s permission,” rather than “Jim stole a book from class.” – January 1959, The BC Teacher  30 years ago The “industrial strategy” is winning out over the “professional strategy.” This strategy requires educators to churn out raw material to be manufactured into a finished product. This has alienated a great number of students who somehow know they are being shortchanged. It has also alienated many teachers who want to teach students to think critically, but are forced to concentrate on mainly irrelevant facts to ensure that their charges will be prepared to take their place in the industrial, work-a-day world. – Jan./Feb. 1979, The BC Teacher  10 years ago This year’s education-funding brief to government again emphasizes the dramatic changes that have affected schools over the past decade, and it emphasizes the failure of funding to keep pace with those changes. Enrolment of students with special needs is up 65% since 1990! The number of ESL students has increased by 130% over the same period. Yet funding per student in constant dollars declined by $300 per student. If per pupil funding in 1998-99 matched that of 1990-91, 3,200 more teachers would be in the system. – Nov./Dec. 1999, Teacher newsmagazine Chris Bocking, Keating Elementary School, Saanich )
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=14230&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 20, Number 2, October 2007 A school is gone—but not forgotten By Steve Fairbairn Well, it wasn’t really a school—anymore. It was a building that once was a school. "The school" was closed in 2002 but that is a different story. The school in question—the building that once was a school--was still called Elkford Elementary School. It was located in a small rural BC community at the end of Highway 43 in the Southeast Kootenay region of the province. Elkford exists because of coal mining. The process that became "fording coal" began in the late 1960s, with Elkford being incorporated as a community in 1971. Elkford Elementary School opened soon after that as a collection of four portables, without even a gymnasium. As the years went by it grew and grew and grew–the addition of more portables, foundations, permanent classrooms, and a gymnasium as the school’s growth paralleled that of the community. At one time there were two classes of each grade. There was a music program, special education program, a full-time teacher-librarian, a principal, a vice-principal, and there was a very active and supportive parent community. Teachers moved into the community and stayed. Many stayed after they entered their retirement years. As the community grew, a secondary school and another elementary school (Rocky Mountain) were built uptown. By the early 1990s all three schools were full—full to bursting. As time passed, the number of children in town began to drop--the mine was no longer hiring and families were moving past the child-bearing years. At the turn of the century, the provincial funding formula was changed. The school district no longer found it economically viable to keep all of its schools open. Promises of extra support and specialist positions in the remaining elementary school were made, if the community agreed to peacefully surrender one school to closure. Elkford Elementary School was closed in June of 2002. The school sat vacant and boarded up—lonely and unloved by everyone except the 1,500 or so people who were former students of the school, their parents, the teachers who once taught there, and the many town residents who remembered the pride that came with the first school in Elkford—a school they worked hard to get, and one they were proud to call their own. To the school board the vacant building was a liability—one that had to be disposed of. In the spring of 2007, the board got its wish. They came to an agreement with the municipality, and Elkford became the proud new owner of the building. The plan was to make it into a community centre of some kind. A committee of interested townspeople was struck and they were in the process of looking at how the building could be used. In the meantime, the vacant building had become a playground for teens and others who repeatedly broke in and rummaged through the dark and lonely halls. Rumours hinted that people who had come into town to find work were squatting in the building. On August 11, 2007, at approximately 6:45 a.m. the end arrived. By the time the sun set that day, a fire had destroyed the school, leaving only the gymnasium. No one was hurt, no one died. No child was displaced. No teacher lost any materials. The only thing that was lost that day was a little bit of Elkford. I think it—the being of Elkford Elementary School knew. I think it knew that it would never be a safe, welcoming place for the children of Elkford again. I think it knew that it would never hear the peals of laughter of children at a recess break, the sound of hundreds of running feet at 3:10 p.m. on a Friday afternoon, or the screams of excitement in the gymnasium as children learned new skills, or watched puppet shows and skits. I think it knew, and chose to end its existence without shame. Elkford Elementary School may be gone, but it will never be forgotten—it will live on in the memories of those who loved it. Steve Fairbairn is president of the Fernie District Teachers’ Association and a teacher who lives and works in Elkford.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/IssuesInEducation.aspx?id=5724&printPage=true,BCTF > Accountability in public education  	BCTF > Issues in Education  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Issues in Education > Assessment, Evaluation and Reporting Accountability in public education Teachers believe accountability in public education is extremely important. In the view of teachers, the primary purpose of accountability in education is to respond to the implicit social contract between society and the public school system. We agree that, at heart, an accountability system for education is about the improvement of education. The accountability process should provide goals and attributes of the public education system and explain what is being done to accomplish these goals. The accountability process must involve all education partners and be interactive and continuous. It is an important undertaking that should connect school and community. It is important to get it right. The BCTF proposes an accountability system that is balanced and purposeful. Should accountability be internal or external? The dictionary definitions of “accountability” emphasize the willingness to accept responsibility for one’s decisions and actions, and to justify them to others. The inference in the definitions is that accountability is something that is internal, that comes from within, rather than something that is externally imposed. Parents and teachers teach their children to take responsibility for their actions in the hopes that the children will grow up to be responsible adults. Internal accountability is highly valued and identified as a hallmark of maturity in our society. The most effective and respected teachers, administrators, trustees, ministry staff, and governments are all driven by internal accountability. Teachers value their internal accountability. Teachers, like other professionals, operate under a professional code of ethics and hold themselves responsible for their professional decisions and actions. The amount of their own time and money that teachers spend on instructional planning and professional development is a testament to how seriously they take their professional obligations. Teachers, like professionals in other fields can be called upon to justify their professional decisions and actions. For example, our education system has specific requirements for teachers to report to parents formally and informally on the learning progress of their children and to consult with parents about IEPs for students with special needs. In addition, teachers hold themselves accountable as a profession for raising issues of the public good. The courts have upheld the right of teachers to communicate with parents on these broader issues in education saying that this form of political expression is of a kind deserving of a high level of constitutional protection. There are ways that internal accountability can be encouraged both by the professional itself and by other levels of the education system, e.g., time for professional development and reflective practice, formal venues for teacher input into curriculum and policy, etc. The BC government’s current accountability model is not designed to encourage such internal accountability. Rather, it is based on the idea of external accountability. An external accountability system implies that internal accountability does not exist or is not sufficient. External accountability models demonstrate a lack of trust in teachers and the teaching profession. Teachers in BC find this lack of trust unjustified and hard to accept. They are among the most rigourously trained and well-educated teachers in the world. Their students have time and again been ranked among the best educated in the world. In short, it is a system in which internal accountability has produced results. There are many types of external accountability mechanisms. Political accountability mechanisms allow people to be voted out of office if they make bad decisions. Legal accountability allows people to use the courts to enforce laws that protect our rights. Bureaucratic accountability enforces policies and procedures by ensuring that actions and decisions are documented and recorded. Market accountability works when competition expands choices. Teachers recognize the utility of some external accountability mechanisms to ensure parents and students there are some safeguards in place to encourage good practices and to prevent bad practices or abuses, some course of redress for problems that arise, and some assurance of equitable and fair treatment. Elected school trustees are politically accountable to their community. Students and parents may appeal any decision, or non-decision of the school under Section 11 of the School Act. Ministry policies on funding, curriculum, students with special needs, ESL students, school fees, etc. specify what services students, parents, and communities can expect regardless of where they live in the province. External accountability mechanisms have less utility when applied to classroom teaching and learning. External measures are inevitably blunt measures. There is a high risk that such measures will provide a distorted picture of teaching and learning. Such measures can also have a perverse effect on teaching and learning. For example, large-scale assessments can narrow curriculum and instruction, and decrease student motivation and learning. Simplistic blunt measures lend themselves to use in rankings of schools of the sort done by the Fraser Institute, rankings that simply heap more disadvantage on disadvantaged communities. Teachers feel that the current accountability mechanisms are weighted too heavily on the side of external accountability and have become too bureaucratic. The Federation seeks a more balanced model of accountability than encourages internal accountability and professionalism. What should the public education system be accountable for? Teachers, through the BC Teachers’ Federation, have developed a framework for accountability based on guiding principles derived from the realities and challenges of contemporary teaching and learning in a diverse society. We call this an “opportunities to learn” model of accountability. All levels of the public education system—teachers, schools, school boards, the Ministry of Education, and government—should be accountable for maximizing students’ opportunities to learn. Both internal and external accountability measures should be developed for all levels of the education system, tailored in each case to match the responsibilities of that level of the system. Inherent in the responsibility of maximizing opportunities to learn for all students is the challenge of equity. It is not sufficient to offer all students that same curriculum, instruction, learning resources, level of support, and ways to demonstrate their learning. We know that this will result in wide disparities in student learning. To date, our collective efforts at providing equitable opportunities to learn have fallen short for many Aboriginal students, ESL students, students with learning disabilities, students living in poverty, etc. Providing equitable opportunities to learn for these students would be a worthy goal for an accountability system. In the view of teachers, this is an urgent social justice issue. The current accountability system does not do that; in fact, many of these students are not even represented in the data that is collected. The instructional strategies that result in high levels of student performance on standardized tests such as the Foundation Skills Assessment (FSA), do not generally enable students to transform and apply what they know in new circumstances or to develop competence in complex tasks. Teachers who are held accountable for high FSA scores are therefore implicitly discouraged from adapting instruction to maximize their students’ opportunities to learn. This is only one example of the many unintended negative consequences of an external accountability system narrowly focussed on outputs. It is also an example of a way in which external accountability frustrates teachers’ internal accountability. An external accountability model that was focussed on equitable opportunities to learn would be more compatible with the internal accountability of teachers and the teaching profession. Who should be accountable for what? All levels of the public education system—teachers, schools, school boards, the Ministry of Education, and government—have responsibilities, and each level should be accountable for their decisions and actions with respect to those responsibilities. However, each level of the system can only be accountable, internally or externally, for the things for which it is responsible for and has control. Teachers are responsible and accountable for teaching the curriculum, planning and delivering instruction, choosing learning resources from those available in the school and district, and assessing and reporting student progress. Teachers cannot be held accountable for the diversity of the students who walk through the doors of their classrooms, large class sizes, cuts to programs, the lack of textbooks, or the long waiting list for diagnostic testing to identify students with special needs. Schools are accountable for providing programs to meet the needs of students assigned to that school within the resources provided by the school district. Schools cannot be held accountable for how districts allocate funding and resources, the quality of provincial curriculum, or the appropriateness of ministry policies. Schools can be held responsible for student performance only to the extent that they have authority over the factors that shape student learning. School districts and the provincial government must uphold their side of the social contract by taking responsibility for the factors that depend on their authority and resources. School boards should be accountable for the use of funds to maximize opportunities to learn—in other words, the extent to which the board has kept the education in their district public and effective. School boards should be accountable for how they allocate resources, for providing safe teaching and learning environments, for the quality of locally developed curriculum, and for the extent to which local policy decisions maximize students’ opportunities to learn. School boards cannot be held accountable for the adequacy of provincial operating or capital funding, the quality of provincial curricula, or the appropriateness of ministry policies. The government should be held accountable for the extent to which the goals and principles it sets, the funding, facilities, and curriculum it provides, and policy decisions it makes allow the other levels of the public education system to maximize students’ opportunities to learn. It is very frustrating for teachers and schools when external accountability measures hold them accountable for student achievement outputs at the same time other levels of the system are not held accountable for the inputs that support learning. Here are two of many examples: Ministry policy requires that specialized ESL service be provided to all ESL students who need it, but only provides funding for the first five years of service. There is no accountability mechanism that holds government responsible for matching ESL funding to its ESL policy, but teachers and schools are held responsible for the achievement of these students. The ministry is responsible for additional funding to support students with special needs in certain designated categories. School boards are responsible for providing diagnostic testing to identify students with special needs. There is no external accountability mechanism to ensure that school boards test and identify students, so most school districts have caps on the number of students who can be tested or have long waiting lists. The ministry audits schools and school districts to ensure that students with special needs in funded categories are receiving the required service, but there is no auditing to find students who should have been tested and designated but have not been. Teachers are held responsible for teaching these students without the information or resources that would result from diagnostic testing and identification. Teachers argue for an accountability system that fits the public education system. Such an accountability system would recognize the complexities of teaching and learning, encourage internal accountability, maximize students’ opportunities to learn in a equitable way, and hold all levels accountable for the aspects of education for which they have authority and responsibility. November 7, 2006)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12110,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2001 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 13, Number 7, May/June 2001 Trends in ESL education in B.C. Excerpted from a TESOL 2000 workshop conducted by Vicki McCarthy and Beryl Botham. Historical treatment of ESL students–a few of many notes from Ashworth, M. 1979. The Forces That Shaped Them, about systemic discrimination. 1890s—Mary Augusta was put in St. Joseph’s Mission School at William’s Lake in 1892 at the age of four and many years later recalling her school days she said, "What I could not understand, we weren’t allowed to speak our language, if we were heard speaking Shuswap, we were punished. We were made to write on the board one hundred times, I will not speak Indian any more." Early 1900s—separate classes for Chinese children in Victoria and Vancouver were sanctioned by school trustees. "Separate classes continued for Chinese children in Victoria for some years, opening and closing according to numbers…a separate class was established in Vancouver" and the policy "no child shall be permitted to attend primary school who does not know enough English to be able to understand the proceedings of the school…" 1938—27 Japanese students were enrolled in Kerrisdale, Point Grey, and Magee–the community objected–"These are not all the Orientals in this school but we make this point to demonstrate the conditions under which this Japanese population lives, while enjoying the best educational facilities of the city at the expense of the white population." Here are a few of many ongoing efforts to advocate for an ESL policy and recommend specialist practices for ESL teachers, provide support for mainstream teachers, and support ESL students: 1981–The ESL/Dialect Resource Book was printed by the Ministry. 1986—1987 ESL Resource Book–Volumes I and II printed by the Ministry. 1989–1993 ESL/ESD Advisory Committee set up with the Ministry. 1992–Ministry would not publish ESL policy or accompanying document Language, Culture, School. 1993–Administrators prepare Supporting ESL Learners. 1994–BCTF ESL Research project began to examine ESL in the province. 1995–Ministerial order to have IEP’s written for all students–ESL PSA lobbied to have it removed. 1998–First ratios for ESL in a provincial collective agreement. 1999–Ministry ESL Policy, Guidelines and Resource for Teachers document printed and at the same time–a cap on ESL funding was imposed. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "Eid Mubarak to all those celebrating in BC!" @bcliberals - 06:52pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=20156,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 3, November/December 2009  BCTF Advantage program marketplace By Patti McLaughlin Many of you had the opportunity to meet the principal partners in the Advantage Program at this year’s AGM, and more recently, at Summer Conference. BCAA, Industrial Alliance Pacific, Ellis Mortgages, and Daniel Lavery Realty, were present at those venues to meet members and explain their offerings. However, the Advantage Program is now in the process of developing a rather different side to its offerings. On the homepage, under the masthead, are several navigational links (Google BCTF Advantage Program). Have a look at what’s new in the “Marketplace.” Under this link, the Advantage Program is sponsoring discounts and incentives offered by businesses throughout the province—available to all Advantage Program members. The Advantage Program Subcommittee: Jeff Dunton, (Abbotsford), Laurence Greeff (Langley), and Drusilla Wilson (Maple Ridge) have been working hard to launch the marketplace offerings, and to begin the process of attracting businesses that have a sincere interest in offering discounts and incentives to our Advantage Program participants. Some of the offers available by Marketplace partners will be available province-wide, purchases being made online. Others, because of the nature of the service, will be available only to those in close proximity, who can access the business directly. On the Marketplace page, members can access a direct link to the businesses. We are very pleased to introduce this first round of new marketplace partners. All of them are businesses that have a track record of being teacher-friendly, and supportive of the work teachers do. The offerings are quite eclectic, and we hope this first group will have widespread appeal. The subcommittee will continue its work of finding businesses to join the marketplace. However, if you are aware of local businesses, (only those not teacher-owned or operated), that would be interested in participating, please inform the program co-ordinator, Patti McLaughlin (pmclaughlin@bctf.ca). In the meantime, please visit the website and have a look at what is available. The Advantage program invites you to visit the website at www.bctfadvantage.ca to check out the great deals and opportunities from all of our partners. New partners Baaad Anna’s Wool Shop—eco-friendly yarns, supplies, classes Black Bond Books—Independent Booksellers in person & online Bobo Baby & Bobo Kids—manufacturers of organic/kosher baby & children’s food Erik Stevens, RMT—therapeutic massage therapy Etico Coffee—purveyors of fair trade, organic coffee GardenWorks—retail garden centres providing plants, advice, home accessories MD Cosmetic & Laser Clinic—Cosmetic and Laser skin care treatments SPUD—Local, organic food delivered to your home Suzanne Bell Fashions—innovative plus-size women’s fashions Hot summer deal winner! Congratulations to Diane Green of Powell River (School District 47), the winner of the “Hot Summer Deal” promotion through the BCTF Advantage program. Between July 1 and September 30, every BCTF Advantage member who took advantage of Ellis Mortgages Canada’s services received a $150 gift certificate from Home Depot as well as an entry in a final draw for the Grand Prize. Diane Green won the Grand Prize of a gift certificate worth $1,500! Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=10098,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 5, April 2003 Judicial Council decision A hearing panel and a subsequent appeal panel of the Judicial Council have ruled that BCTF member Edmund Nielsen, of the Nelson District Teachers’ Association, was guilty of a breach of the Code of Ethics as it relates to Procedure 44.04, which deals with the duty to comply with BCTF job-action strategy. The hearing panel of the Judicial Council concluded that Edmund Nielsen was guilty of a breach by continuing, even after discussions with the local president, to participate in extra-curricular activities once legal job action (Phase 2) had commenced. Neilsen failed to acknowledge (1) the authority of the BCTF to call for a halt to member participation in extra-curricular activities, and (2) his responsibility as a member of the Federation to participate in such job action. The concern that guided the hearing panel in finding cause against Neilsen was the fact that he knowingly, and with clear intent, continued to participate in extra-curricular activities after job action had commenced. Decisions of the hearing panel and appeal panel of the Judicial Council have resulted in the following penalties: That a letter of reprimand be issued to Edmund Nielsen for repeated violations of the BCTF Job Action Plan. That the right of Edmund Nielsen to hold office in the BCTF and in any subsidiary bodies including local associations be suspended for a period of one year commencing 31 days after the issuance of this report for repeated violations of the BCTF Job Action Plan. That these findings be published in an appropriate issue of Teacher newsmagazine. Edmund Nielsen is ordered to pay a levy in the amount of one day’s gross pay. This report is published pursuant to BCTF Procedure 31.C.08. – Judicial Council Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=25634&printPage=true,BCTF News Releases  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2012 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  February 28, 2012 Labour Relations Board rules teachers may legally escalate job action The BC Labour Relations Board has ruled that BCTF members may initiate job action up to and including a full withdrawal of services for a maximum of three instructional days, with notice of not less than two school days.  Subsequently, teachers may withdraw all duties for one out of five days per week, again with notice of not less than two days.  “Teachers would prefer to be engaging in a meaningful mediation process to resolve this dispute rather than escalating it,” said BCTF President Susan Lambert. “But given the government’s ongoing refusal to meet us half way, we’re compelled to try to increase the pressure on both our employer and government.”  Pointing out that the BCTF called for a mediator over a week ago, and that the employer agreed to mediation last Friday, Lambert queried the delay in the appointment of a mediator. She called on the government to request that BC Supreme Court judge Stephen Kelleher step in and help bring both parties together.  “Judge Kelleher is a respected labour relations expert with years of experience in the public education sector,” Lambert noted. “We need someone with his kind of independence, integrity, and authority to play an effective role in this difficult situation.”  At the same time, with legislation to impose a contract expected to be tabled this afternoon, the government has demonstrated once again its unwillingness to listen to teachers’ appeals for improvements they know are desperately needed in BC schools.  “For an entire decade, BC teachers have been speaking out about the underfunding, the oversized classes, the scarce textbooks, and other learning resources, the lack of support for our students with special needs,” Lambert said. “This government has failed the children and the teachers of the province once again.”  The full ruling can be found under Labour Relations Board rulings at bctf.ca. -  30  - For more information, contact Nancy Knickerbocker, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell).)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=31323&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2013 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 26, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 2013   Math Catcher SFU offers free workshops  Are you looking for a free and interesting way to promote mathematics among your elementary or secondary school students, including members of Aboriginal communities? Over 1,600 children and youth have taken part in SFU’s Math Catcher program in schools throughout BC. The program aims to educate students about mathematics and scholarship in general by encouraging students to recognize how math is used in everyday life and how it forms the basis for many of our daily decisions and life-long choices. The storytelling, pictures, models, and hands-on activities used in this 90-minute presentation encourage young people to enjoy math and helps dispel myths that math is boring and abstract. Another key component of this program is to introduce these concepts to Aboriginal students through the use of First Nations imagery and storytelling and inviting Aboriginal university students to help with the presentation. Dr. Veselin Jungic, associate chair of the SFU Mathematics Dept., who started the Math Catcher Program in 2011, says “It is crucial that we engage Aboriginal students in mathematics at this early age because without numeracy skills, too many study and career options will be closed to them.”   As part of this program, Dr. Jungic has developed books and animated videos in several First Nations languages (Blackfoot, Cree, Squamish, Heiltsuk, Nisgaa, Sliammon, Halq'eméylem, and Huu-ay-aht) as well as bilingual picture books in Blackfoot/English, Squamish/English, and Nisgaa/English that he includes in his presentations. The Aboriginal students who assist in these workshops are currently enrolled SFU students who volunteer their time to this program. They get the opportunity to share their experiences studying mathematics and science as a university student. This often sparks a lively question-and-answer session with the students. Students from Metro Vancouver, Kamloops, Sparwood, Oliver, Bella Bella, Brentwood Bay, and Chase have benefited from this program supported by Simon Fraser University, the Pacific Institute of Mathematical Studies, the University of British Columbia, and the National Sciences and Research Engineering Research Council of Canada. If you would like to bring Math Catcher to your classroom, please contact: Dr. Veselin Jungic, 778-782-3340, vjungic@sfu.ca  http://mathcatcher.irmacs.sfu.ca/node   )
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2011/09/mr-abbott-ball-is-in-your-court.html?showComment0751315361546529,Staffroom Confidential: Mr. Abbott - the ball is in your court... Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, September 6, 2011 Mr. Abbott - the ball is in your court... As students return to school in BC this week, teachers are beginning a "teach only" job action. The purpose of this action is to put pressure on Administration, and thereby government, to come to the bargaining table with a new mandate. Only when the government moves off of it's "net zero" position can real bargaining begin. The government has come to the table with an extreme position - not one penny available for bargaining. Only concessions on the table. With inflation factored in, this means government wants teachers to "negotiate" how to cut their salary and benefits. They have stated over and over again that they will not move off of this position. Teachers have actually taken "0" percent four times in the last 13 years - 1998, 1999, 2004 and 2005. Once was when we "traded" no salary increase for class size limits, which have since been unilaterally removed by this government. The second was imposed when the government legislated teachers back to work and imposed zero for two years. Meanwhile, as teacher salaries fell from 3rd in Canada to 8th in the period since 2006, the premiere and MLA's (including Mr. Abbott himself) received a 29% pay increase. Is this good faith bargaining? Bargaining is a process of give and take. Of compromise. Both parties put positions on the table and expect to have to change their position. The process of negotiations is to work through these compromises. Teachers have openly said that our proposals are our "starting" position. In this case, however, one party, BCPSEA (the government's bargaining agent), has said there is no compromise. There is no room to move. "Net zero" will not change. In essence, there is no negotiation. Some newspaper editorials and even BCPSEA have been quoted publicly saying that the bargaining structure is doomed "to fail". Any bargaining structure where the people who make the decisions are not actually at the table is not likely to succeed. In this case, government holds the purse strings but they only have a "representative" at the table - not someone who has the authority to make decisions on their behalf. Further complicating the bargaining process is the fact that even though individual school boards both pay for and administer the collective agreement, they do not bargain very much locally with teachers' associations. This makes it difficult if not impossible to identify areas of shared interest, since the people who live with the agreement are similarly not at the table. If Mr. Abbott, the Minister of Education, has an interest in fixing the current dispute, he needs to: a) put an end to the "mandate" that restricts BCPSEA b) agree to fund a new agreement c) allow school Boards to negotiate Then, bargaining could start in earnest. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 1:40 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 6 comments: Silas WhiteSeptember 6, 2011 at 2:28 PM Where has BCPSEA said the bargaining structure is "doomed to fail"? Minister Abbott is not in charge of the net-zero mandate that applies to the entire BC public sector, not only teachers. Among the many responsibilities she has right now, this is in Shirley Bond's portfolio. But really, dropping/altering the net-zero mandate would be a major government decision that would involve Treasury Board, the Premier, all of cabinet... If you don't like it, I definitely understand why, but I mainly want to point out the fact that it is not actually a Ministry of Education decision. Suggesting it's a Ministry decision also implies that money can be taken from elsewhere in the Ministry to pay for teacher raises; this can't actually be done, and I also trust that you probably don't want that to happen because the money simply isn't there!ReplyDelete Tara EhrckeSeptember 6, 2011 at 3:25 PM Hi Silas, The "doomed to fail" was tweeted by Janet Steffenhagen (Vancouver Sun) yesterday: "Do you agree with @bcpsea that bargaining stucture designed to fail? If so, then why no fix?" Mr. Abbott can go to cabinet to seek a change to the mandate. The issue is that whoever is at the bargaining table ought to have authority to bargain and funding to bargain with.ReplyDelete AnonymousSeptember 6, 2011 at 7:12 PM Thanks Tara. You expressed the thoughts in my head very articulately. More articulately than I could. Another point to add is that when the government illegally stripped class size and composition out of the collective agreement they saved hundreds of millions of dollars. They saved that money illegally. Now they are saying they are not going to spend a cent more than they already are on public education as whole in BC. It's like a medical insurance company illegally refusing to give you money for a legitimate medical claim for years on end. Then when the courts finally tell them to pay you they drag their heals and don't pay out any extra money. -ChrisReplyDelete AnonymousSeptember 6, 2011 at 8:00 PM Silas-there is a solution: give Bc teachers wage parity in year 3. What is BCPSEA offering once Net Zero is over??? Or is Net Zero a long term or peranent strategy???ReplyDelete LGTSeptember 7, 2011 at 11:22 PM This is great information to get out there to the public. I agree that you are very articulate in stating the issues and the facts. Have any media people interviewed you? I wish that they would. I don't see any investigative reporting on this situation, to let the public in on what the real facts and history are around the bargaining table and especially about our collective agreement being stripped... and what our real wages are... I think it is important for this kind of information, such as your letter above, to be more publicized.ReplyDelete AnonymousSeptember 8, 2011 at 2:28 PM BC has the lowest corporate tax rate in the G8 countries. Not just Canada, or, North America, but the whole of the G8. This is crazy! Corporations are not paying their fair share. Plain and simple. Well, who do you think the Liberals are taking care of? It's sure not regular people. As for the HST, it was a 2 billion dollar gift to corporations when they already pay the least amount of tax in the G8. Wow. With the HST, the average BC citizen would pay more when the wealthy elite would pay less. This is why it got voted down. Raise the corporate tax rate 1%, just a tiny amount, and fix the money problems in BC. The government has the power. They CHOOSE to let middle / low income earners and social services like education pay for the wealthy. Bank profits this year alone are in the billions, again. Time to stop the insanity of Liberals driving the run away train of "capitalism rules" and rebalance the tax equation just a little. Sure business is important, but not like this. And, no, I am not an NDP or Liberal supporter. I believe in a Liberal or NDP minority government so all citizens are represented, not just those with Million dollar yachts or ones belonging to big unions. Things need to be more balanced. http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PBYXjn_AUrY http://taxpayer.com/blog/31-08-2011/bc-wage-rage-over-public-sector-pay http://themainlander.com/2011/02/02/vancouver-has-lowest-corporate-taxes-in-the-world/ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ▼  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ▼  September (10) Does BCPSEA represent the interest of School Trust... BCPSEA pushing American style "reform" agenda Wrong response to poverty and underfunded classroo... Mel Joy and the BC Trustees' new approach? Good riddance to BCeSIS Cranbrook Trustees re-instate recess during job ac... Shameful cuts to BCCPAC funding show "family first... In defense of compassionate care leave Mr. Abbott - the ball is in your court... Guest post: A teacher explains our bargaining posi... ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12836&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2000 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 12, Number 4, Jan./Feb. 2000 On the bargaining trail again by Linda Watson As we scan the horizon amid clouds of trail dust, our eyes seek out the elusive goal at the end of our journey–a new collective agreement. The trail is a difficult one, fraught with potential ambushes and tangles of sagebrush. This trail may be province-wide or local. In either case, we have to prepare and pack carefully. We will need a good stock of supplies, skilled riders, and a long pack train of objectives to bring along. The next round of bargaining opens in the spring of 2001, just before the expiry of our current provincial collective agreement. But the preparations are already under way. Phase I: Scouting the trail The first phase of our journey will take from September 1999 to March 2000. We have to assess the climate for bargaining with our members. What are the major issues teachers are facing on the job? What is getting in the way of professional satisfaction for us and success for our students? At teacher forums this fall and winter, we are hearing your frustration with school accreditation, report card overload, and accountability burnout. The annual general meeting and representative assembly have told us that you want to see a substantial salary increase and the reduction of class sizes in intermediate and secondary grades. At eight locations around the province, we are holding bargaining focus groups of randomly selected members. Each group consists of 12 members from the locals in the region. These members will be asked for their views on four areas of concern: economic issues, employment and job security, professional issues, and teacher workload. The first round of focus groups was held November 1999 and the second round is planned for January 2000. Another initiative that is new this year is Advanced Negotiation Skills Training. Twenty teachers will be selected for a week of intensive training in all aspects of collective bargaining. In an effort to involve new members in the life of the union, we hope to select at least five participants who have less than 10 years of teaching experience. From February 14 to 18, 2000, these members will study the history of teacher bargaining in B. C. and in Canada, current legislative provisions, bargaining models, how to write contract language, and how to build a case and present it at the table. The culmination of the week will be a simulation of table strategies, where teams of participants will attempt to negotiate three key contract provisions. Phase II: Avoiding ambushes The second phase of preparations begins this spring, with two strategy sessions on bargaining, one in March and one in May. At each session, 36 Federation activists will be brought together from many areas of BCTF work to discuss some of the key strategic questions that will face us in the next round of bargaining: the degree to which we will seek a single standard provision versus accommodation for local differences. how to improve stale provisions on provincial matters in previous local agreements the role of local and PSA representation at the provincial table. the objective-setting process. the split of issues beween provincial and local tables. strategies for dealing with government intervention. and any other strategic issues. Putting their minds to these questions will be local presidents, the BCTF Executive Committee, and two representatives from each of these Federation committees: PSA council, social justice, professional development, teachers on call, income security, pensions, and French programs and services. A further discussion of strategy and preparation for broad member involvement will occur in August 2000, at the BCTF Summer Conference. A major focus of the conference will be to prepare local leaders for the year’s bargaining events. Phase III: Supplying the pack train We will enter phase three in September 2000. During the fall, discussions will be held in every local and in every staffroom to generate objectives for negotiations. All Federation committees will be asked for their input, as well. This is the most critical time for you to bring forward your ideas. We hope you will participate in some or all of the venues available for your voice to be heard. In January or February of 2001, the BCTF Bargaining Conference will be held. This is the official venue for finalizing our bargaining objectives for the next round. All locals and committees are represented at the conference. Objectives from the local discussions in the fall and overall strategy will be discussed by the participants, with weighted voting according to the number of members in each local. Phase IV–Head ’em up and move ’em out Then we’re into phase four: crafting the actual language, going to the table, and working together–all 44,000 of us–to successfully negotiate the trail and meet our objectives. Our unified support for the lead riders on the bargaining team will make all the difference in our ability to beat back marauders and avoid the spines of unexpected cacti. Throughout this process, we will do our best to hear your needs and concerns, to keep you informed, and to reach the end of the journey successfully together. Through the trail dust, there is a clear destination in sight–a new collective agreement that will meet our economic and professional needs. As always, we are unstoppable when we’re together. Head ’em up, and move ’em out! Linda Watson is the BCTF’s second vice-president.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=23312&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 23, Number 7, May/June 2011 The Fraser Institute’s report card on Aboriginal education in BC By Robert Genaille I was dismayed to read the Report Card on Aboriginal Education in British Columbia 2011, released March 31, 2011. As a teacher working in this province, I have always looked upon releases with some apprehension, as I do perceive a bias in the research that does not reflect the working and learning conditions of the classrooms or the lived experiences of the students, their families, or their teachers. I recently made the argument that, in order to effect real change, we need to be willing to hear and consider all voices, even if we do not necessarily agree with them. To deny the voice of the other does a disservice to the transformative potential of education and weakens the strength inherent in the indigenous ways of knowing and learning. 1. I need to point out that the report card seems only to make a quantitative analysis of standardized statistics culled from FSA results and success rates on provincial exams, using a narrow set of criteria to shrink down Aboriginal education to a simple formula based on success versus failure. In doing this, the report does say that it is using these statistics to allow parents of Aboriginal ancestry the right and freedom to make choices about the schools where they place their children. Freedom for Aboriginal parents to choose is supported in the 1972 policy paper delivered to the Minister of Indian Affairs and Northern Development by the National Indian Brotherhood/ Assembly of First Nations: If we are to avoid the conflict of values which in the past has led to withdrawal and failure, Indian parents must have control of education with the responsibility of setting goals. What we want for our children can be summarized very briefly: to reinforce their Indian identity. to provide the training necessary for making a good living in modern society. (p. 6) The statement seems to be a noble assessment of the Indian Control of Indian Education (1972) document, but I do not believe that the report card is respecting the intent of the document in its declaration above. To give parents control of education with the responsibility means to allow them a seat at the table to work toward a consensus of the needs of their children and communities that allows them to protect and recover the sense of belonging inherent in the connection to one’s culture and identity. It does not discount the second bullet, to provide the necessary training for making a good living in modern society, but the limited nature of the statistics analyzed do not allow for a proper evaluation of what a school is doing or failing to do in preparing students for our modern society. 2. I cannot speak to the FSA statistics as I am not a specialist in that area, either as a teacher or advocate, however, I can speak to the provincial exam analysis. I have had the opportunity to teach four different courses that require a provincial exam as a mandatory part of their final mark—BC First Nations Studies 12, Social Studies 11, English 10, and English 12. I have not placed very much value in the exams as reflective evaluations of student achievement, as they have relied far too heavily on multiple-choice questions as a means of determining student learning in the course. This reliance does not allow for an accurate measure of applied skills development or critical thinking, instead boiling down the curriculum learning outcomes to choosing between four possible answers to knowledge-based questions. The questions assess factoid memorization and not whether the student understands the concepts being explored in the curriculum. I can use the exam to test whether you know when the Calder Case took place and what the Sparrow Case was about, but multiple-choice questions do not let you determine if the student understands the implications of those two cases on the development of Aboriginal self-advocacy and the applications of that to their understanding of the lived experiences of Aboriginal people in Canadian society. 3. Having said that, I need to address the issue of relationships in the education system. Parents do care about the education of their children, despite what many non-Aboriginal people believe. They are, however, balancing that desire with the aforementioned challenges and the foundation of mistrust in the institution that has been the result of many decades of abuse at the hands of the education system in Canada. I have had to challenge the assumption of lack of caring many times and I reiterate here that, sometimes we have to be willing to set aside our own assumptions and reach out with a little bit of humility to the parents. We do this by being the advocates our Aboriginal children need in the education system, and being willing to advocate on behalf of their parents if they need us to do so. While the language in the report purports to do this, it does so from the paternalistic perspective that we are giving you all the information you need, now make the right choice. It is also not the best way to approach parents to build a relationship. As I have already stated, we need to set aside our assumptions and ask them what they need, what they want and how they would like to see us work together in creating a successful environment for their children. In addition, we need to understand that for many of our students, education is not the most important thing in their lives. Our students face many challenges and we need to address this by creating a safe environment where a sense of belonging can be developed. This needs to be built on a relationship of trust and respect that dignifies the voice of the student in the classroom. I know teachers are doing this around the province. It is an aspect that requires time and patience. It is something that cannot be measured by analyzing test and exam results. 4. I am opposed to the arbitrary measurement of six years as the required time to achieve graduation success. I have asked about whether grad rates beyond the six year cut-off is tracked, but have received no answer. To be fair, I have probably not found the right people to ask. My experience shows some students graduate in year seven or year eight, or through adult education, GED completion. Sometimes life gets in the way and arbitrary completion deadlines are not the most important things in the world of the student. Where is the commentary that acknowledges the integration of indigenous pedagogies into the classroom? Where are the celebrations of the relationship-building between schools and communities in collaborative efforts? Why aren’t we talking about the improvements that are going on, or the fact we are teaching ALL students about the indigenous lived experience so that the acceptance of our Aboriginal students into the modern Canadian society will be much less painful than it was for my generation or that of my parents? Where is the commentary that acknowledges the loss of sleep we suffer worrying about suicides and whether our kids have something to eat in the morning, or the fact that our attempts to build positive relationships have shown some progress attendance-wise? Our efforts to build a safe environment and a sense of belonging are starting to show results, though I have no way to quantify that. Where is the commentary about the province’s abandonment of support for the First Nations Kindergarten programs? Robert Genaille is a TTOC, Fraser-Cascade District 78.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8822,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, Number 4, March 2004 Teachers in Vancouver advocate for public education by Verena Foxx "In your own province, at this very moment, the most basic principles of inclusive, universal, fully funded public education are being challenged." –John Ralston Saul addressing SFU graduates It is becoming increasingly important for the minister of education and the elected officials in British Columbia to know that there is strong support for a well-funded public education system. Through our advocacy and demonstrated success, the public education system can be preserved and improved. All individuals deserve to have access to the resources and opportunities that public education affords them. Vancouver teachers have become hands-on advocates of restoring adequate funding to public education, and also celebrating its success. In the month surrounding Education Week (March 1–5, 2004), elementary teachers in Vancouver will take part in "Schools in Action." They’ll invite the neighboring community into the schools and take the schools to the neighborhood. Teachers will share aspects of their daily teaching routines with members of the public, who will be invited to take part in, observe, and visit their community’s schools. Vancouver elementary teachers are represented at a district-wide advocacy committee of representatives from all Vancouver School Board employee groups, elected trustees, and students. The VSB Advocacy Committee has created an Advocacy Toolkit. For example, school communities are urged to send the minister of education a "Blue Ribbon" postcard, requesting an 8% funding increase to address the true needs of Vancouver students. The testimonials on the postcards will reflect the diversity of the people writing them. Some will be in languages other than English. Other toolkit suggestions are writing letters to the editor about issues that students are facing in schools today, discussing what adequate funding could mean for different programs, meeting with local MLAs to outline the ongoing impact of cumulative cutbacks, and contacting the school liaison trustee to speak at parent meetings. The adaptable VSB Advocacy Toolkit is available through www.vesta.ca or www.vsb.bc.ca. Verena Foxx is communications officer for Vancouver Elementary Teachers’Association. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/unitedstrong/status/511662611515965441,Jody Polukoshko on Twitter: "Awesome! “@Tess1144: @VESTA39 @unitedstrong @McdiarmidTami Solidarity Waffles at Dickens Annex Solidarity Baking" https://t.co/ISECBoSpve”" টুইটার অনুসন্ধান অনুসন্ধান টুইটার খুঁজুন সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ ভাষা : বাংলা. हिन्दी Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন টুইটার-এ নতুন ? আজই যোগদান করুন » সাইন ইন করুন ফোন, ইমেল বা ব্যবহারকারীর নাম পাসওয়ার্ড সাইন ইন আমাকে মনে রাখুন পাসওয়ার্ড ভুলে গেছেন? ইতিমধ্যে আপনি কি টেক্সট বার্তার মাধ্যমে টুইটার ব্যবহার করছেন? Tess Prendergast ‏ @Tess1144 ১৫ সেপ্টেম্বর @VESTA39 @unitedstrong @McdiarmidTami Solidarity Waffles at the Dickens Annex picket line Solidarity Baking https://solidaritybaking.wordpress.com/  সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট অনুসরণ অনুসরণ করা কর্মসমূহ:অনুসরণ না করা অবরুদ্ধ অবরোধ মুক্ত মুলতুবি বাতিল Jody Polukoshko ‏ @unitedstrong ১৫ সেপ্টেম্বর Awesome! “ @Tess1144: @VESTA39 @unitedstrong @McdiarmidTami Solidarity Waffles at Dickens Annex Solidarity Baking" https://solidaritybaking.wordpress.com/ ” প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট প্রিয়১ ৪:৪৭ অপরাহ্ণ - ১৫ সেপ্টেম্বর, ২০১৪ Jody Polukoshko থেকে কোন আপডেট মিস্ করবেন না © 2014 টুইটার সম্বন্ধে সহায়তা বিজ্ঞপ্তি তথ্য বন্ধ মিডিয়াটিকে চিহ্নিত করুন এটি ইতিমধ্যে সংবেদনশীল কন্টেন্ট ধারণকারী হিসাবে চিহ্নিত হয়েছে। পতাকা তুলুন এটি সম্ভাব্যরূপে অবৈধ বিষয়বস্তুর ধারণকারী হিসেবে। সমর্পণ করা বাতিল মিডিয়াকে চিহ্নিত করা সম্পর্কে আরো জানুন খারিজ বন্ধ পূর্ববর্তী পরবর্তী বন্ধ একজন ব্যক্তির প্রোফাইলে যান সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ বন্ধ আপনার অনুসরণকারীদের এই পুনঃটুইটটি পাঠাবেন? বাতিল পুনঃটুইট বন্ধ আপনি কি নিশ্চিত যে এই টুইট মুছে দিতে চান? বাতিল মুছে ফেলুন বন্ধ রোধ করন বাতিল রোধ করন আপনার টুইটসমুহে একটি অবস্থান যুক্ত করুন যখন একটি অবস্থানের সঙ্গে আপনার টুইট করেন, টুইটার সেই অবস্থান সংরক্ষণ করে। প্রত্যেক টুইটের আগে আপনি আপনার অবস্থান চালু / বন্ধ করতে পারেন, এবং যে কোনও সময় আপনি আপনার অবস্থানের ইতিহাস মুছে ফেলতে পারেন। আরো জানুন অবস্থান চালু করুন এখন নয় স্থান বন্ধ করুন বন্ধ প্রোফাইল সারসংক্ষেপ বন্ধ আপনার তালিকাসমূহ বন্ধ একটি নতুন তালিকা তৈরি করুন নাম তালিকা বিবরণ 100 অক্ষরের কম, ঐচ্ছিক তালিকাসমূহ:গোপনীয়তা সাধারণ · যে কেউ এই তালিকা অনুসরণ করতে পারেন ব্যক্তিগত · শুধুমাত্র আপনিই এই তালিকায় প্রবেশ করতে পারবেন তালিকা সংরক্ষণ করুন বন্ধ বন্ধ এই টুইট স্থাপিত কর আপনার নীচের ওয়েবসাইটে কোডটি অনুলিপি দ্বারা এই টুইট যোগ করুন * আরও জানুন হুম, সার্ভারে পৌঁছনোর একটি সমস্যা ছিল। পরে আবার চেষ্টা করবেন? প্রকৃত টুইট অন্তর্ভুক্ত করুন অন্তর্ভুক্ত মিডিয়া প্রাকদর্শন বন্ধ টুইটারে নিবন্ধন করুন টুইটারে নেই? নিবন্ধন করুন, আপনির পছন্দের বিষয়গুলির সাথে যুক্ত হন, এবং তাদের বিষয়ে হালনাগাদ পান। একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন » বন্ধ দুটি উপায় (প্রেরণ এবং গ্রহণ) শর্ট কোড: দেশ কোড গ্রাহকদের জন্য মার্কিন যুক্তরাষ্ট্র 40404 (যে কোন) কানাডা 21212 (যে কোন) যুক্তরাজ্য 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM হাইতি 40404 Digicel, Voila আয়ারল্যান্ড 51210 Vodafone, O2 ভারত 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance ইন্দোনেশিয়া 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » অন্য দেশসমুহের এসএসএস সংক্ষিপ্ত কোড দেখুন বন্ধ নিশ্চিতকরণ)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=23590&printPage=true,BCTF News Releases  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2011 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  August 31, 2011 Teachers determined to make a difference for kids in this round of bargainingPress conference video clip   As the new school year begins, BC teachers are disappointed that the employer has not returned to the bargaining table with a mandate to invest in public education through enhanced funding for services to students and a fair increase to wages and benefits for teachers.  Despite an April 2011 Supreme Court decision that ruled BC Liberal laws stripping class-size and composition clauses to be unconstitutional, the provincial government has done nothing to rectify the situation. By removing class-size limits and guarantees of services to students with special needs, the contract-stripping legislation enabled the government to cut vast sums each year from the education budget: an annual amount equivalent to $336 million in 2011 dollars.  “These funds have been illegally taken away from students, from teachers, and from the public education system,” said Susan Lambert, president of the BC Teachers’ Federation. “Teachers are determined in this round of bargaining to regain these lost services, jobs, and resources to meet students’ needs.”  Although negotiations began in March and the collective agreement expired in June, to date there has been absolutely no progress in bargaining. “Government continues to come empty-handed to the table, persisting with their sub-zero mandate. Government spending decisions are a question of priorities, and we believe children should be the number one priority.”  In order to increase pressure on the employer, the BCTF will file strike notice today to take effect at 7:00 a.m. Tuesday, September 6, 2011. Phase 1 of job action means that teachers will not be performing administrative tasks such as filling out forms, collecting data, meeting with principals or other administrators, supervising on  playgrounds, or writing report cards.  “Teachers’ attention will be totally focused on the students in their classrooms, and not on the many bureaucratic and administrative tasks that take away from the joy of teaching and learning,” Lambert said, adding that teachers will be in close communication with parents if the need arises.  Lambert called on Education Minister George Abbott and Premier Christy Clark to send their negotiators back to the bargaining table with a new mandate to achieve a negotiated settlement that will meet the needs of students and teachers alike.  She noted that BC teachers’ salaries have fallen far behind those of colleagues in other provinces, and benefits have not been improved in more than 15 years. Funding cuts also mean scarce classroom supplies, including basics such as photocopy paper and textbooks.  “If the Premier is serious about her ‘Families First’ agenda, she cannot say there is no money for public education. It’s the single most important service to the health and well-being of the province’s children,” Lambert said. -  30  - For more information contact:  Nancy Knickerbocker, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell). Christina Schut at 604-871-1875 (office) or 604-785-1127 (cell).)
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(20141006,www.facebook.com,https://www.facebook.com/VancouverCBC/posts/752183268152563?_fb_noscript=1,CBC Vancouver - More than a year after he took his own... | Facebook For a better experience on Facebook, enable JavaScript in your browser, or switch to our mobile site. Facebook logo Email or Phone Password Keep me logged in Forgot your password? Sign Up English (US) · Privacy · Terms · Cookies · Advertising · More Facebook © 2014   News Feed CBC Vancouver October 3 at 9:10pm · More than a year after he took his own life, the family of a UVic doctoral student has finally got an apology from the B.C. government. Find out why in our story (Mike L) Roderick MacIsaac suicide: B.C. government apologizes to student's family The B.C. government is apologizing to the family of Roderick MacIsaac, a coop student who killed himself after being fired as part of an investigation into the misuse of Health Ministry data in 2012. cbc.ca Like · Comment · Share Mobile Find Friends Badges People Pages Places Games Locations About Create Ad Create Page Developers Careers Privacy Cookies Terms Help Facebook © 2014 · English (US))
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=19524,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 1, September 2009  President’s message By Irene Lanzinger This summer one of the biggest arbitration hearings in the history of the Federation was concluded. The arbitration dealt with all of the violations of the class-size and composition legislation. The legislation was introduced by the Liberal government in May of 2006. In both the 2006–07 and 2007–08 years there were thousands of classes that exceeded the limit of 30 students and the 3 students with special needs per class limit. The issues in the arbitration were complex and included: what constitutes legitimate, meaningful consultation with a teacher and what “appropriate for student learning” (the wording of the legislation) means. The hearing took place in seven locations across the province and took 55 days. I was fortunate enough to attend part or all of one of the days in almost every location. The teachers who testified were remarkable. Without exception they were caring, dedicated, professionals whose concern for their students was obvious and inspiring. Over and over again, they testified that because of size and composition issues their classes were not “appropriate for student learning.” Principals and superintendents testified that all the classes were “appropriate for student learning.” One of the rationales given by administrators was that teachers are so talented we can handle any circumstances we face! On August 21, 2009, Arbitrator Jim Dorsey issued a 354-page ruling. Needless to say, it is long and complex. The first section of the award is a comprehensive description of the background to the class-size and composition dispute. It is clear that this has been an issue of major importance to teachers for many, many years. The ruling also contains a very thorough description of the testimony of teachers and administrators. It gives a detailed picture of the kinds of difficult situations many teachers face. In many cases, teachers said their class was not educationally sound or appropriate for student learning. In a significant number of these cases, Dorsey found that the principal’s and superintendent’s judgment that the class was “appropriate for student learning” was reasonably held. In the words of our lawyers, the arbitrator gave considerable deference to the opinion of the principal. While this was disappointing there are a number of partial victories in the award. Dorsey did uphold some of the grievances and overturn the opinions of the administrators. He also made it clear that genuine, meaningful, individual consultation with teachers is required. In all cases where this did not occur, he upheld the grievance. On the issue of “onus of proof,” Dorsey sets a “class size and composition standard” based on the sum of the total number of students in a class and the number of students with special needs in a class. Dorsey says that when this number exceeds 33 (for example a class of 29 with 5 students with special needs = 29+5=34) there is a significant additional burden of proof on the part of administrators that the class is “appropriate for student learning.” Furthermore, the principal has to justify why he disagrees with the teacher’s judgment that the class is not appropriate for student learning. We certainly would argue that the number 33 is much too large and that these classes should automatically be considered educationally unsound unless there is compelling evidence to the contrary. However, the Dorsey award is the first official recognition since 2002 when the Liberal government stripped our collective agreement that it is the combination of size and numbers of students with special needs that must be recognized in discussions of the appropriateness of certain class organizations. It is too early to analyze completely the impact of this class-size and composition standard but it is clear the Dorsey award puts a disincentive in place for exceeding this standard that must be considered by principals and superintendents. It is also clear that it is important for teachers to articulate their concerns, make it clear to principals when they disagree with the organization of their class, and for the union to file grievances in a timely fashion. When the class-size and composition limits were introduced in May 2006, we knew they weren’t good enough to guarantee real improvements in learning conditions for our students. In some respects, the Dorsey award confirms this. To achieve real improvements in classrooms, it will take lower and firmer limits on both the size and composition of classes, as well as guaranteed ratios and case limits for non-enrolling teachers. The Liberal government has never committed to the increases in funding needed to bring about a genuine improvement in our ability to meet the needs of all the children in our classes. The Dorsey award provides us with some disappointments and some small victories. However, the real message for teachers from this arbitration ruling is that we need to continue to use every legal and political avenue to continue to advocate for the resources we need to ensure that our students get all the help and support they need to thrive in our public schools. Irene Lanzinger is BCTF president. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=15130,BCTF News Releases  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources   For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development News Release Archives 2014  2013  2012    2011 2010  2009  2008 2007  2006  Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2008 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE February 25, 2008 Government continues to ignore students with special needs The coalition of parents, teachers, and support workers who spearheaded the Langley Special Education Inquiry in the fall of 2007 met in Victoria today with Minister of Education Shirley Bond to discuss the lack of services available for students with special needs. In the fall, the Langley Teachers’ Association, CUPE Local 1260, and the Langley District Parent Advisory Council co-sponsored an independent inquiry into the working and learning conditions of special education teachers and students in Langley. In its report released in January 2008, the panel reached 16 key conclusions, 6 of which were directly related to decisions at the provincial level. “We applaud the members of the Langley coalition for their leadership and tenacity,” says Irene Lanzinger, president of the British Columbia Teachers’ Federation. “The coalition is really speaking on behalf of all of us. Why does this government continue to abandon our students with special needs? Every district throughout the province has reported record numbers of classes with four or more students with special needs and overburdened specialist teachers.” This year, the number of classes with four or more students grew by over 8% over 2006–07. The ministry reports that 10,313 classes had four or more students with special needs compared to 9,559 in 2006–07. The Inquiry report also noted that a broader provincial scenario of underfunding of special education has gone on for years. “We are calling on this government to get its spending priorities straight,” says Lanzinger. “Instead of putting more and more money into ad hoc programs and administrative salaries, put it into classrooms and services for students with special learning needs.” -  30  - For more information, contact Kathleen MacKinnon, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell). Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11032,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2002 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 14, Number 7, May/June 2002  Interprovincial reciprocal transfer agreement reached Thanks to a new agreement, many members of teachers’ pension plans throughout Canada who were ineligible to transfer pension rights in the past may now be eligible to do so. The reciprocal agreement among the Teachers’ Pension Plan Authorities, which came into effect January 1, 2002, allows plan members in all provinces except Newfoundland to transfer pension rights between plans. This major improvement to portability rights within the B.C. plan and elsewhere will allow many more people to improve the value of their pension benefit. If you are eligible to transfer your pension rights, remember that it’s not always to your advantage to do so. To find out if it’s to your advantage to transfer pension rights to the TPP, you’ll first need to request a transfer to find out the amount of service that the TPP will recognize from your previous pension plan. Contact the Pension Corporation to initiate the application. You’ll also need to consider the following. Are you eligible for a pension from your previous pension plan? If no, then a transfer is likely the best option. If yes, then consider whether one pension from the TPP is likely to be better than two separate pensions. If yes, can you take an early pension from the previous pension plan? You may wish to see an independent financial advisor before making your final decision to transfer or not transfer. For access to more information about the new agreement, including a members’ bulletin on the subject, visit the Pension Corporation’s web site: pensions.bc.ca. To apply to transfer your pension rights under the new agreement, contact your employer or the Pension Corporation to confirm your eligibility and to get more information. The Pension Corporation requests that unless you are retiring this June you wait until fall 2002 to apply for a transfer. Your waiting will assist the plan in clearing up the backlog of purchase-of-service requests. Contact the Pension Corporation: Victoria 250-953-3022, Vancouver 604-660-4088, toll free 1-800-665-6770, Fax: 250-356-8977, Pension Corporation, PO Box 9465 Stn Prov Govt, Victoria, BC V8W 9V8. Important news if you taught in Manitoba? Changes to the Manitoba Teachers’ Pension Act may affect your TRAF pension. The amendments, passed on July 6, 2001, are a result of negotiations between The Manitoba Teachers’ Society and the Government of Manitoba. Purchasing past service You may apply to purchase past service, providing: you are not receiving a pension. the service cannot be purchased under any other provision of the Act. during that period, you were not contributing to a pension plan, other than the Canada Pension Plan. If you meet the above conditions, the new legislation allows you to purchase: parental leave(s). service while employed under the Minister of Education, Training & Youth or the minister responsible for universities. service while employed with the Faculty of Education at a Manitoba university. service as a clinician while employed by a school division (service for which contributions were refunded is not included). The cost to purchase the service is based on an actuarial formula that considers your age, your current salary rate, and the full amount required to fund the increase in your pension as a result of the additional service. You must apply to purchase past service before the effective date of your pension. For a "Past Service Purchase Request" form or more information, contact TRAF at the address below. Purchasing maternity leave If you are a teacher who has taken maternity leave(s) from a Manitoba school division prior to August 18, 2000—and you are not currently collecting your Teachers’ Retirement Allowances Fund (TRAF) pension—you are now eligible to purchase period(s) of maternity leave as pensionable service. If interested, you must apply to purchase those leave(s) before July 3, 2002. For a "Maternity Leave Purchase Request" form or more information, contact Teachers’ Retirement Allowances Fund, Room 330, Johnston Terminal, 25 Forks Market Road, Winnipeg, MB R3C 4S8, Ph: 204-949-0048, info@traf.mb.ca, www.traf.mb.ca Saskatchewan and Manitoba teachers If you have teaching experience in Saskatchewan or Manitoba and have not withdrawn your pension contribution, please contact the applicable pension plan administration. The applicable pension plans would like to inform you of your pension rights but they do not have your current address. The pension plans request that you fax your name, Social Insurance Number, and current address to: Saskatchewan Teachers’ Pension Corporation, Room 226, 3085 Albert Street, Regina, Saskatchewan, S4P 3V7. Telephone: 306-787-9188 Toll free: 1-877-364-8202 Fax: 306-787-1939 Manitoba Teachers’ Retirement Allowances Fund, 330 Johnson Terminal, 25 Forks Market Road, Winnipeg, Manitoba, R3C 4S8. Telephone: 204-949-0048, Toll free: 1-800-782-0714, F: 204-944-0361, E-mail: info@traf.mb.ca. 88? Don’t wait Teachers who have reached the age of 64 or the factor 88, age plus contributory service with the teachers or municipal pension plan, may voluntarily withdraw from the BCTF Salary Indemnity Plan: Long Term. If you have reached age 65 or factor 90, you are no longer eligible for long-term benefits and should withdraw. It is necessary for you to apply to withdraw. Send a completed form (available from Income Security, local presidents, or online at www.bctf.ca/pensions/salary/LT-WithdrawalForm.shtml) to the BCTF Income Security Dept. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=16540,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2008 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 1, September 2008  What is DART? By Sheridan Angerelli, Susan Croll, Donna DeCastro, and Noralea Pilgrim How perplexed we were to read the front page of the October 2007 issue of Teacher newsmagazine. Not only had a teacher been disciplined for refusing to administer the District Assessment of Reading Team (DART) assessment to her Grade 3 students, but the DART was characterized as a standardized test. We asked ourselves if this could be the same DART that many of us in Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows use and have been using for the past three years. Our experiences with DART are quite different than Kathryn Sihota’s and we wish to explain why. First, it is useful to know the history of the DART and why it was designed. Our understanding tells us that the DART was in part created to mitigate against standardized testing that was (and is) coming down the pipe. A well-renowned BCTF member, along with a group of BC teachers, are the authors of DART. They knew that teachers were being bombarded with all kinds of assessments and tests and set out to create a reading assessment that BC teachers could easily and handily use. That’s why the Performance Standards for Reading are used in conjunction with the DART; teachers are familiar with them and already use them in their teaching practices. There are DART texts, all non-fiction, for Grades 3–7. Students read and respond to two different DART texts twice a year, once in the fall and once in the spring. The DART assesses for a variety of reading processes and skills that we believe strong and capable readers must develop in order for reading to be a meaningful and enjoyable experience. Current research supports this belief. These skills and processes include: making personal connections while reading making inferences while reading distinguishing between main ideas and supporting details using a repertoire of strategies to read unfamiliar words using a repertoire of strategies to read challenging text. There are two chief components to the DART. Prior to the students reading the text independently, the teacher brainstorms with the class, the text’s topic to build background knowledge. As well, the teacher reads all the questions with the student before to help the students establish a purpose for reading. Then the students read the text to themselves and answer questions. Each question requires the students to answer in a different format, thereby encouraging students to think in different ways about the text. For example, students are asked to categorize facts or ideas using webs or charts, or to draw and label a sketch that builds upon information from the text. In other words, the DART does not rely on the traditional “question/answer” format in order for students to show what they know and understand when reading. Secondly, the students read aloud a portion of the text to the teacher and then answer questions orally. This oral component not only gives the teacher a snapshot of the child’s oral reading, but also gives the student an opportunity to respond verbally—a benefit for many children especially those who find writing difficult. The DART is intended as the kind of assessment that, once completed, is used by the teacher to help her students learn and grow. It helps us determine, not only our students’ strengths, but what they need to learn to become strong thinkers and readers. To use the lingo, it is primarily an assessment “for” learning, but, of course, like any useful assessment, can (and in our minds, should) be used as an assessment “of” learning. It helps school staffs decide which resources to purchase (if monies are available) and how to set reading goals for students in general. We also give the results of the Grades 3 and 6 spring DART to the district. Students, not teachers, are identified. These results aid in determining how to allocate resources and funds for student learning in literacy. Furthermore, it is critical to remember that the DART is one assessment, not the “be all and end all.” An evaluation cannot be made on one piece of work. Evaluations can only be made once a pattern is present. The DART is one piece of many classroom-based assessments that help give us a clear picture of our students’ strengths and challenges in reading. Administering the DART: The “right” conditions In our experience, it is the classroom teacher who decides who in their class participates in DART and when the DART takes place. For example, many teachers wait until October or November to do the Grade 3 DART because their students are just learning about the Grade 3 world. It is true, many of them aren’t used to reading non-fiction texts. This does not mean they can’t or shouldn’t, but that they may need extra time, support, and teaching to get there. The DART isn’t given cold. It is not presented as a test. The tasks presented in the DART are very much like the tasks children in language-arts and literacy-rich classrooms do everyday. Teachers are also the ones who decide which students, and how students take part in DART. For example, a student who is struggling with reading, may be given an alternate reading assessment, have the text read aloud to them, or have responses scribed for them.. Support is available for classroom teachers. Teachers in our district have had many opportuni­ties to attend sessions to continue learning about the reading process, and about DART, either with Faye Brownlie, or one of the district facilitators. As well, teachers are not expected to either administer or interpret the DART on their own. A literacy teacher at each school may work with both the teachers and the students throughout the whole process. Based on the strengths and needs of the class, the classroom and literacy teachers work together to plan lessons and activities to encourage reading growth in stu­dents. In addition, there is support available from district facilitators. Lastly, the DART is an assessment that is congruent with our values regarding what reading is. The DART aims to assess thoughtful and deep reading, asking students to represent their thinking and reading in a variety of ways. We want our students to be these kind of readers. Sheridan Angerelli, Susan Croll, Donna DeCastro, and Noralea Pilgrim are Maple Ridge teachers. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8928,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, Number 3, January/February 2004 Support from across Canada We fully support the principle that the governing council of the College of Teachers be composed of a majority of teachers elected by members of the teaching profession. Alberta Teachers’ Association The creation of the BCTF Democratic College Fund is creative, courageous, and unfortunately not without peril for your members. The degree of support shown by teachers and the general public illustrates the correctness of the position of B.C. teachers. On behalf of the ATA, I lend our voice of support to the B.C. Teachers’ Federation and all B.C. teachers as you work to achieve fair representation on your College of Teachers. Best of luck to you as you work to correct a government action that is clearly headed in the wrong direction. President Frank Bruseker Canadian Teachers’ Federation We congratulate the members of the B.C. Teachers’ Federation for the principled stand that they have taken regarding the government’s changes to the composition of the B.C. College of Teachers. You have all demonstrated incredible leadership on this issue, which will provide an important platform for all teachers in Canada. The teachers’ vote of support reaching almost 90% speaks volumes about their commitment to a democratically structured college. Again, BCTF has led the way in standing strong for its principles. The 240,000 members of the Canadian Teachers’ Federation both congratulate you and thank you for your efforts. President Terry Price Elementary Teachers’ Federation of Ontario We trust that all B.C. teachers will face this attack from the government standing tall together and will be steadfast in all actions that attack the democratic rights of teachers. We teachers in Ontario recognize that it is not easy to fight a giant, but together we can make a giant difference. President Lila Paddock, Refrew Country Teachers’ Local, ETFO Manitoba Teachers’ Society The Federation is to be commended for making the decision to establish the BCTF Democratic College fund. The fact that your members are prepared to support that decision demonstrates solidarity and their determination to defend their rights as professionals. It takes great courage to take such action. The teachers of Manitoba wish you success in your struggle to challenge Bill 51. President Brian Ardern Montreal Teachers Association Our representative assembly on November 25, 2003, passed the following motion: That the Montreal Teachers Association express its support for the solidarity with the teachers of the B.C. Teachers’ Federation in your struggle over the College of Teachers, as well as our pride and admiration for the excellent work the BCTF is doing to fight this very meaningful battle. As teacher unionists, we all stand together. We know how important it is to be reminded of that when facing serious challenges and ramifications, such as you are dealing with in not paying dues to the College of Teachers. We have never forgotten the assistance and support we got in 1983 from teachers across Canada, and we want to stand with you as you face the upcoming December 1 deadline. Please convey this message of support to union locals of the BCTF and please feel free to take up upon our offer of more practical support. President Ruth Rosenfield Nova Scotia Teachers Union We commend your representative assembly for taking the decision, in overwhelming fashion, to establish a BCTF Democratic College Fund. The fact that teachers in B.C. are prepared to follow this path, despite the obvious risks, speaks volumes for their determination to defend their rights as professionals. On behalf of over 10,000 members within NSTU, I offer you and your membership the unqualified support of the NSTU. We recognize the justice of your cause, identify with the objectives of your undertaking, and encourage you to stay the course until you realize total victory through your ongoing campaign. President Brian Forbes Ontario English Catholic Teachers Association You and your members are to be congratulated on the decisive and daring step you have taken in refusing to pay your college of teacher fees while that institution remains a creature of the government. As you are well aware, Ontario’s teachers have been fighting an all-out battle with the Ontario College of Teachers since 2001, when that arm of the government (not a self-regulating professional body) imposed the Professional Learning Program (PLP) on all teachers in the province’s publicly funded elementary and secondary schools. The PLP threatens teachers with de-certification if they do not complete an endlessly repeating five-year cycle of 14 courses. In other words, perpetual probation. Now, with the election of a new government, we expect to see an end to this oppressive regime and the transformation of the college into a true self-regulatory body. What has worked here in Ontario is what is already working for you in B.C., and that is the solidarity of your members, the majority of whom are backing your fee refusal strategy. You have our best wishes and the assurance that we will provide any assistance that you and your colleagues request from us. President Donna Marie Kennedy Ontario Teachers’ Federation< The OTF represents 144,000 full-time, part-time, and occasional teachers in the publicly funded public, Catholic, and francophone schools in Ontario. We fully support the principle that the governing council of the College of Teachers be composed of a majority of teachers elected by members of the teaching profession. The experience in Ontario has shown that this element is critical if the college is to have any credibility with teachers. We would therefore like to extend our support to your Federation for continuing to uphold this principle. We also congratulate your members who have decided to take the very bold step of rescinding their agreement to have their college fees deducted by employers. While we understand that a decision of this magnitude is not easy for the individual teacher to take, we are sure your members know how important it is to show solidarity. We applaud BCTF and its members for taking this decision and hope that your actions will send a clear message to your government about the serious problems created by its meddling in the affairs of the profession. President Yvan Roy Prince Edward Island Teachers’ Federation PEI teachers stand in solidarity with all BCTF members as you pursue your strategy of dealing with an unreasonable government that refuses to make education a priority for its citizens. Our membership wishes you every success in your efforts to challenge Bill 51. We realize that your situation and its outcome may have serious implications for all Canadian teachers. Good luck with your efforts! Maurice Poirier, on behalf of the PEITF Executive Quebec Provincial Association of Teachers As the representatives of teachers working for Anglophone school boards, QPAT expects to face its own challenges from a government intending to impose a College of Teachers in Quebec. Your successful defense of the interests of teachers will surely resonate across the country including the province of Quebec. Our teachers remember your support during our struggles with the Quebec government in 1982–83. Consequently, QPAT is proud to be able to offer support to the members of BCTF. As we all know only in solidarity can teacher unions be victorious in their struggles against government obstinacy. I am confident that the B.C. teachers will succeed. President Ardèle Warr Saskatchewan Teachers’ Federation I believe you are engaged in a struggle that will have reverberations throughout the country. As teachers, we have observed that actions undertaken in one province are often imitated by officials in other provinces, therefore, it is critical that we stand together in opposition to ideas that are wrong-minded and not conducive to the teaching and learning process, nor in the best interests of education overall. Please understand that we, as Saskatchewan teachers, support our colleagues in B.C., and I hope you will have an opportunity to communicate this to your members as well. President Murray Wall Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140925,www.familiesfundingteachers.ca,http://www.familiesfundingteachers.ca/wp-includes/js/tinymce/skins/lightgray/img/?C=D;O=A,Index of /wp-includes/js/tinymce/skins/lightgray/img Index of /wp-includes/js/tinymce/skins/lightgray/img Name Last modified Size Description Parent Directory   -   anchor.gif 29-Aug-2014 12:50 53   loader.gif 29-Aug-2014 12:50 2.5K   object.gif 29-Aug-2014 12:50 152   trans.gif 29-Aug-2014 12:50 43   Apache/2.2.16 (Debian) Server at www.familiesfundingteachers.ca Port 80)
(20141006,www.theguardian.com,http://www.theguardian.com/teacher-network/teacher-blog/2014/oct/05/nut-national-union-teachers-strike-too-often,The NUT encourages teachers to strike too often | Teacher Network | Guardian Professional Turn autoplay off Turn autoplay on Please activate cookies in order to turn autoplay off Jump to content [s] Jump to comments [c] Jump to site navigation [0] Jump to search [4] Terms and conditions [8] Edition: UK US AU Your activity Email subscriptions Account details Linked services Sign out Profile Beta News US World Sports Comment Culture Business Money Environment Science Travel Tech Media Life & style Data Professional Teacher Network Find resources Create resources Test your class Blog Find a job Career advice CPD Next Previous Blog home The NUT encourages teachers to strike too often The National Union of Teachers is too left-wing, says Ian Grayson, who’s running for deputy general secretary Share Tweet this Email Ian Grayson doesn’t agree with the most recent strike action and believes a lot of his colleagues feel the same. Photograph: Picasa/Ian Grayson Ian Grayson has been a PE teacher at Kenton school in Newcastle for 28 years. He is a national executive member for Tyne and Wear for the National Union of Teachers and is currently running for deputy general secretary of the union. It was my love of sport that led me into teaching. When I became captain of the school team I helped my teacher out with organising games. They saw how much I enjoyed it and asked me to coach the younger groups. I loved it and felt instantly at home. It was a very easy decision for me to train as a PE teacher when I left school, I never considered any other career. My first job was at Kenton school in Newcastle and I’ve been there for 28 years. At the end of August I launched my campaign to run for deputy general secretary of the National Union of Teachers (NUT). There’s been a debate going on within the union for quite some time about the political direction it is taking. A lot of people feel like it’s out of touch with ordinary teachers and is being dominated by hardline left groups that have little in common with the wider membership. I’ve been particularly unhappy about how often the union has decided to take industrial action. I think it has resorted to striking too quickly and too frequently. People say it’s a last resort for teachers, but under the current leadership it hasn’t been – it’s now a common occurrence, and because of that it is losing its impact. I want us to get back to focusing on persuading the government about our case, rather than antagonising it and entrenching its position. The deputy general and general secretary have boasted that they’re the leadership that has led the union to the most days of industrial action in 30 years. I don’t think that’s something to boast about. I didn’t support the most recent strike on 10 July – and a lot of people I know felt the same way. The media reported that turnout was patchy, and unfortunately I think that was true. I wanted there to be a ballot to see if people supported action, but it didn’t happen, and we suffered the consequences of that. Because people were asked more than two years ago whether they supported strike action the government questioned whether we had the mandate to do it. Rather than the debate focusing on the policy issues, it centred on the rights and wrongs of going on strike. The union isn’t focusing enough on certain issues. From talking to teachers as a national executive member for Tyne and Weir, I’ve found that people are predominantly concerned about their workloads, the constant changes to the curriculum, and the pressure they’re put under by Ofsted, league tables and performance indicators. Yes, people are concerned about their pensions and pay, and we need to be in discussions with the government about this. But the bigger issues for members relate to the pressures they’re put under on a daily basis. It’s the instability and constant fear of putting a foot wrong that’s getting to people. Currently, we’re not very influential on government policy or the views of opposition parties. And that’s a real shame. Because we’re seen as a very left-wing union that’s constantly in dispute, no political party wants to be closely associated with us in the runup to a general election. But our voice should be at the table. The NUT has a great number of education experts – surely, we must have something to offer. I want the union to be in a position to have a real say on the development of the curriculum. Teachers should have input into what they teach. Yes, there will always have to be compromises on both sides, but hopefully there would be mutual respect. I’m not against striking – I’ve been on strikes – but with the current campaign I feel like we’ve exhausted this option. We need to find alternative ways to persuade the government of our arguments. And there needs to be one union for all teachers. We must actively work in every possible way to bring the teaching profession together. Teachers want to be united in a campaign with the people they sit next to in the staffroom. At the moment the movement is disjointed, as shown by the fact that only some of the teaching unions went on strike recently. If we had one united voice, we’d play a much bigger role in public debate. If we’re not careful we will lose public support. Former education secretary Michael Gove wasn’t removed by David Cameron because the NUT went on strike. We might want to claim that, but we need to be honest about the fact that a Tory prime minister doesn’t remove a Tory minister because they’re standing up to a union. Sometimes they in fact relish the fight. What actually happened was that Cameron demoted Gove because he was unpopular. And he was unpopular because the NUT and other teaching unions, educationalists and the media, all came to the conclusion that the direction of his policies were wrong – and the public agreed with that. If we’d been more focused on influencing public opinion over the last three years, we may not be in the position we’re in now. A lot of teachers are disengaged with the union – only 20% vote in elections. I know that I’m not the only person who feels this way, because I’ve been talking to members about these issues. On 5 January a fundamental decision is being made about the direction the union is going in. The silent majority needs to have a say in that. • This article was amended on 6 October 2014 to correct the spelling of Tyne and Wear. Follow us on Twitter via @GuardianTeach. Join the Guardian Teacher Network for lesson resources, comment and job opportunities, direct to your inbox. Sign up for the Guardian Today Our editors' picks for the day's top news and commentary delivered to your inbox each morning. Sign up for the daily email Posted by As told to Holly Welham Sunday 5 October 2014 02.00 EDT Guardian Professional Jump to comments (…) Print this Share Contact us Send to a friend Sender's name Recipient's email address Your IP address will be logged Share Short link for this page: http://gu.com/p/423kh StumbleUpon reddit Tumblr Digg LinkedIn del.icio.us Facebook Twitter Contact us Report errors or inaccuracies: userhelp@theguardian.com Letters for publication should be sent to: guardian.letters@theguardian.com If you need help using the site: userhelp@theguardian.com Call the main Guardian and Observer switchboard: +44 (0)20 3353 2000 Advertising guide License/buy our content Teacher Network Career advice Education Teaching · Schools · Primary schools · Secondary schools · Teachers' workload Politics Trade unions Series Why I became a teacher More from Teacher's blog on Teacher Network Career advice Education Teaching · Schools · Primary schools · Secondary schools · Teachers' workload Politics Trade unions Series Why I became a teacher More blogposts Next Previous Blog home Share Tweet this Email Comments Click here to join the discussion. We can't load the discussion on theguardian.com because you don't have JavaScript enabled. Are you recruiting? Use Guardian Jobs for schools Visit our specialist schools recruitment site to fill all your job vacancies Jobs of the week Events Full details on our upcoming seminars Partner zone Click here for more from our career advice hub partner, Hays Guardian Professional Networks are community-focused sites, where we bring together advice, best practice and insight from a wide range of professional communities. Click here for details of all our networks. Some of our specialist hubs within these sites are supported by funding from external companies and organisations. All editorial content is independent of any sponsorship, unless otherwise clearly stated. We make Partner Zones available for sponsors' own content. Guardian Professional is a division of Guardian News & Media. More from Why I became a teacher Previous: 21 Sep 2014: Group work is overused in schools, and in my experience it stifles good ideas Why I became a teacher index License/buy our content | Privacy policy | Terms of service | US advertising | A - Z index | About us © 2014 Guardian News and Media Limited or its affiliated companies. All rights reserved. ;)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=28151,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 25, Number 2, October 2012   Struggles in teaching a second language: Commonalities between Peru and BC  By Karen Andrews   This summer, I spent two-and-a-half weeks teaching with the BCTF Peru Project, an initiative that is in its fifth year of supporting international solidarity with the Peruvian teachers’ union, SUTEP. My assignment was to provide professional development on English language methodology and English conversational workshops to my Peruvian colleagues. During my workshops, I had lengthy discussions with numerous Peruvian English language teachers from different parts of the country. It is from these discussions that I discovered that we have many issues in common. In Peru, like in British Columbia, teachers can specialize in second-language teaching and are passionate about sharing their love of languages with their students. And, much like BC’s language teachers, they have frustrations and face struggles in their ability to impart their passion. We share these struggles. The Peruvian teachers shared with me their concerns about students who have poor attendance due to family obligations, such as having to look after a younger sibling or going to work. They described how students arrive to school hungry and unable to concentrate. In addition, they told me that Aboriginal students in the more remote areas of Peru are struggling to learn Spanish as their second language—without support—and they are also expected to learn English as a foreign language. Like many of the students in BC, students in Peru see no reason to learn a second language. They come to class unmotivated; however, unlike teachers in BC, Peruvian teachers do not have access to the technology that we do to engage our students. DVD players, computers, internet access, and smart boards are supports that these teachers can only dream about using in their schools and classrooms. Instead, they are limited to a government-mandated textbook with a curriculum that is grammar-based, with an emphasis on reading and writing. But, with as many as 40 students in a high school class, the communicative approach would be challenging for our Peruvian counterparts, and they questioned how they would implement some of the newly learned methodology strategies in their classrooms. Although my workshops couldn’t offer solutions to all their concerns, the Peruvian teachers were very grateful to have the opportunity to acquire some strategies that they could implement. Professional development is virtually a foreign concept for our Peruvian colleagues, as their school administration mandates in-service for its teachers. There are few opportunities for them to participate in second-language methodology workshops and those that they might attend are very expensive. They were intrigued to learn that the union could play a role in offering professional development opportunities for teachers. Some were resolved to set up a network of English-language teachers, with the help of SUTEP, in an effort to continue to support one another’s professional growth and development. Participating in the BCTF Peru International Solidarity Project renewed my passion to teach languages but also made me realize that in BC we struggle with many of the same issues that Peruvian teachers face a continent away. As teachers, we want our students to have the conditions that they need and deserve, for learning a second language. It was clear that we have the same resolve in making public education a priority for our governments. Karen Andrews, French immersion teacher, Terrace    Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9064&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept./Oct. 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, No. 1, Sept./Oct. 2003 School district business companies by Larry Kuehn Privatization of public schools is taking place in B.C., with the creation of school district business companies as one of the tools. Education Minister Christy Clark sees education as one big market, with students and parents being consumers who make choices. She told students in Cowichan on the day school opened that "we need to provide choices for kids just like they do in private schools." When one thinks of school as a private market rather than as a community good, priorities shift. This can be seen in the decision of secondary schools in North Vancouver not to accept students from their neighbourhood because places were reserved for paying international students. It can also lead to what might be called the "X-filing" of the B.C. curriculum. Vancouver was the setting of the filming of The X-files for five years, but Vancouver was always disguised as various American cities, because the U.S. was the primary market for the show. Similarly, during the consultations on the new B.C. graduation program, one of the submissions urged that decisions not be made that would make B.C. less attractive to international students. In a two-tier system, with some "customers" paying high fees, those customers can drive the system. The private-market view of schools was reflected by the B.C. government when it encouraged school districts to get into "entrepreneurial activity"—go into business. To facilitate profit-making, it even passed special legislation (Bill 34) creating "school district business companies." The B.C. public schools do need more money to maintain our high quality of education. But rather than provide it in the form of provincial funding, the government is saying go out and earn profits in the market. The ministry of education has already identified 20 private schools that could be run as B.C. schools in Japan, Taiwan, and China. School districts that have set up business companies are invited to apply to run those schools. Those schools will be operated as B.C. schools, using the B.C. curriculum and teachers who have B.C. certificates for public or independent schools and charging high tuition—as much as $35,000 a year for Grades 11 and 12 in a proposal considered by West Vancouver. What is it that we have to offer that would be attractive? Education Minister Christy Clark told the legislature that students "can perhaps earn a Dogwood Certificate, which is an internationally recognized commodity." If you want to think of education as a commodity, B.C. does have a number of things to offer. Students in B.C. ranked near the top in the recent OECD international PISA exams. Those positive results were achieved in schools that are much more multicultural than schools marginally ahead of B.C.’s scores. Of course, the success of B.C. 15-year-old students was built on schools that had the level of educational service provided in the 1990s, not the worse conditions that have been created over the past two years. Again, in commodity terms, the Dogwood Certificate provides an advantage in getting access to the quality post-secondary institutions we have in B.C. And, of course, we offer our program in English, what Korean Teacher Union official Lee, Dong-Jin calls "the language of globalization." It’s a matter of inequity So if we have a high-quality education and we can offer it at a profit, what’s wrong with that? The job of the market is not to create social equity—and it never does. But in a democracy, one of the roles of government is to seek equality of opportunity. One of the key ways to do that is to ensure that finances are distributed to give extra support necessary to even the playing field for those who come to school with fewer of the opportunities that can be provided by families that are financially well off. Making business success the basis of providing needed funding to support public education will exacerbate social inequities in our province. Further, running elite private schools in other countries will create more social inequities there as well. Already in B.C. we see significant differences in the amount of supplementary funding available from the tuition charged international students in our classrooms. West Vancouver, the district with the highest socio-economic status in the province, also makes the most money from international students—money then available to subsidize the educational program in the district. The London Times Education Supplement has commented on the irony of a public system in B.C. financing its education by selling elite private education in other countries. The inequities created by this creeping privatization led the 2003 BCTF Annual General Meeting to adopt a policy of opposing the creation of school-district business companies. Is anyone else setting up business companies? No other province has moved to set up business companies run by school districts. Legislation in Britain to allow school authorities to run businesses was rejected in a vote, and an English court ruled that it is inappropriate for schools to run businesses because it is outside their mandate. In B.C., once some school boards adopt an entrepreneurial mode, they seem to be as concerned about innovation in business as in the old-fashioned task of educating public school students in their own neighbourhood schools. Business operations under development include online learning, software sales, learning resource marketing, property management, and contracting services such as speech and hearing specialists and psychologists. The Coquitlam district has created an international college through a subsidiary company of its school district business company; it is a private college to offer English programs to international students. The Nanaimo board directed senior staff to prepare business plans for offering carpentry products, information-systems services, vehicle maintenance, print-shop services, and bus rentals to the community. If it moves, sell it, seems to be the philosophy. The New Westminster School District Business Company bought Open School from the government, in partnership with a private company, and plans to make money by selling distance-education resources both in B.C. and internationally. Business companies are beyond accountability For a public body such as a school board, an important element of accountability to the public has to be based on open access to information. The legislation authorizing school district business companies makes no mention of a requirement for the company to be covered by the freedom of information laws; although it requires that the company must have on its board at least one elected school trustee or the district secretary-treasurer (presumably to ensure that the board can get information about what the company is doing). However, after only a few months of operation, a school trustee in one district has initiated a freedom-of-information request in order to get full details of the district company’s operation. Even more troubling is the creation of subsidiary companies by school district business companies. They are like the numbered companies created by construction firms so that liability for leaking buildings or other problems rests only with the subsidiary and not with the actual owners. The government lawyer who drafted the business company legislation has confirmed that the creation of subsidiary companies was not contemplated. Subsidiary companies are another step beyond control of the public board. Directors have no necessary connection to the school board and are responsible to the business company, not to the school board. Programs such as Coquitlam’s international college have been created as subsidiary companies. It is indicative of the lack of concern about public accountability that of the few districts that have created business companies, none has first held a public meeting so that all the issues around the companies can be discussed. Because of the reduction of real levels of funding for our schools, the districts have jumped at the promise of revenue, without examining the down sides or the alternatives. Public education is opened to the GATS The World Trade Organization is currently the venue for negotiating trading rules for public services, including education, under the General Agreement on Trade in Services (GATS). The Canadian government claims that it plans to exempt Canadian public education from coverage under the GATS. However, when a public institution operates as a private-education provider, as is the case with school district business companies, the case for exemption—ambiguous in the first place—becomes untenable. Breaking down the distinctions between public and private accelerates the loss of the commons, the public space that operates for democratic social purposes, rather than for private interests and profit. Viewing public education as a commodity to be chosen through the market breaks apart the bonds that have contributed to our society’s moving toward the elusive goal of equity. Just as tax breaks primarily for the rich increase social inequality, making resources for education dependent on the market also takes us further from the democratic goal of equity. Larry Kuehn is director of the BCTF’s Research and Technology Division.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7230&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 3, November/December 2005 Government accused of antifemale bias A political science professor at Simon Fraser University says the Campbell government has an abysmal record in its dealings with female-dominated trade unions, including the BC Teachers’ Federation. Women currently make up about 70% of the BCTF membership who have been out on strike for the past two weeks. Marjorie Griffen-Cohen, who teaches women’s studies and political science at SFU, notes this isn’t the first time the Campbell government has tangled with a female-dominated union. She points to the fight with the Hospital Employees’ Union over the past few years as an illustration of the government’s real attitude toward women workers. She says the government rescinded the HEU’s existing contract, privatized jobs, and cut wages. "In the case of the hospital support workers, I think that this kind of care work that is being done by women is undervalued by the government, and I suspect they undervalue the extent of effort and skill and responsibility that is necessary to be a teacher." Griffen-Cohen says teachers have received a lot of support from women during their current strike, perhaps because of the way they’ve been treated by the government. "I think we should care about the way they are treating female-dominated unions because it affects a group in a discriminatory kind of way." Griffen-Cohen notes that the B.C. Medical Association—a male-dominated group—has fared much better in the past in their negotiations with the government. While the professor’s full-time job is at SFU, in 2001 she completed a research study on pay equity for the Hospital Employees’ Union. Source: CBC News web site)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=10976,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2002 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 14, Number 7, May/June 2002  Readers write Low teacher morale not good for anyone When I was seven years old, I decided to become a teacher, and I have been teaching for over 30 years. At no time have I regretted my decision; I love working with children. Over the years I have devoted countless hours preparing lessons, marking (the load in intermediate is high), writing report cards, organizing events, helping with extra-curricular activities, tutoring students, taking students on field trips and to special events, and enrolling in extra courses to keep up with changing curriculum. That has certainly been beyond the limits of a 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. job. Even now, as a part-time non-enrolling teacher, I find that not much has changed for me, except that I can catch up on my days off. Besides being educators, we are constantly being called on to act as counsellors, social workers, nurses, and referees. We are innovators of new materials, constantly "reinventing the wheel" with the myriad of changes in curriculum that keep coming our way, without the necessary resources supplied. If classes become larger and support is diminished for the students who really need it (i.e., special needs, ESL, learning disabled), where will the help come from? What about the bright children? How do they get a chance to excel in a really big class where the teacher doesn’t have time for them? What about the emphasis on literacy—a goal in our district? How can that be achieved if teacher-librarians aren’t there to order new materials and run resource centres? Teachers want good working conditions for themselves because good working conditions go hand-in-hand with good learning conditions for kids. Teacher morale is severely tested right now, and low morale can’t be good for anyone. No one, including relatives, neighbours, and friends, other than teachers, understands the stress that comes with this profession. The stress is there because we care and because we carry on no matter what. We love what we do and we want to make a child’s day a positive one. It worries me that some people are now looking toward the private school system as an attractive alternative to the public education system. Private schools don’t have to accept everyone either. Children with learning difficulties, special needs, or behaviour problems are usually in the public system, not the private one. We don’t want an elitist system, do we? I am also a parent, and I know what my children have gained from having many fine teachers over the years. They have had the opportunities for extra help and guidance when they needed it, and they, too, have had many chances to take part in extra-curricular activities including sports, clubs, camps, and trips. I am grateful to the teachers who made a difference in my children’s lives. Teachers don’t get thanked often enough, and they should not be taken for granted. What really bothers me with all the changes the Liberal government has brought in through Bills 27 and 28 is that the changes are being made by people who are not in education. Education is being looked at as a business. How can people who don’t work with children know what’s best for children? When did Christy Clark last spend a day in a classroom? What does she really know about "putting kids first"? Judy Johnson Kelowna Government undermines validity of contracts The Campbell government has just set a precedent for those who don’t want to pay their debts or who want to show that contracts aren’t worth the paper they are printed on. They are no more binding than a politician’s promise. The school boards and teachers assumed that the three-year contract imposed by the provincial government was binding on all parties concerned. Not when provincial politicians are involved. Government now says that it is up to the local school districts to find the money. So, if you make a down payment on an agreed upon price and say that you will pay the balance over time, you have the right, according to the B.C. government’s example, to not bother paying any more. Let the other party find the money. If someone asks you to guarantee a loan for them, don’t worry if they can’t make the payments. You just say it is not your responsibility. The precedent has been established. James Murray Abbotsford Support projectionists I was BCTF president the last time Famous Players went after the projectionists. I can't tell you how frustrating it was to get calls from the head of the beleaguered IATSE local telling me that teachers had taken classes of students to movies, crossing picket lines. I hope that our experience in job action over the last year will make members more aware of what it means to support brothers and sisters in job action. Our losses over the last round of bargaining pale in comparison to those suffered by the projectionists and it looks like the employer is after still more blood. I hope members will understand the importance of honouring picket lines. I have also sent the following message to Famous Players at their guestservices@famousplayers.ca address: To Whom it May Concern: I like nothing better than to go to my neighborhood theatre and take in the latest Hollywood blockbuster. With summer approaching, I was anticipating going to a couple of movies each week with my wife and children. I should add that we are big licorice eaters and we always share a large popcorn and buy a couple of drinks. This summer will be a video rental summer for our family unless Famous Players reaches a reasonable settlement with its projectionists. By a reasonable settlement I mean one that improves rather than further rolls back the salary and working conditions for the few remaining members of IATSE local 348. The employer demand that projectionists suffer a 33% wage cut is outrageous. I will be following the progress of this labour dispute with great interest and will make my entertainment decisions on the basis of the outcome. Furthermore, as president of a teachers' union, I have informed the 500 members of my local to honour all picket lines established by IATSE. I have further advised them to find alternative forms of entertainment until the dispute is ended. Kit Krieger West Vancouver Public education is the foundation of democracy For the past two weeks, I have attended the various budget meetings held by the trustees to gather input and information on the proposed cuts to the district’s budget. Groups of stakeholders gather around tables to analyze, scrutinize, and comment on the proposed eliminations put forward by senior administration. It is, to say the least, a very depressing and deflating experience. While some discussions have generated a few potentially interesting alternatives, generally the comments reflect the dismay and fear that the loss of eight million dollars will inflict on our education system. The trustees do seem in earnest to listen, question, and debate the ideas and concerns presented in the forums. It is meant to be a democratic process, however distasteful. I cannot help feeling we are all part of a process in which we are assisting in our own demise and witnessing the radical restructuring of public education. The meetings are supposed to be apolitical; yet they are rife with agendas not of our making. The new buzzwords of flexibility and choice fly around the room like crows at a picnic. It is not "business as usual," but a "new way of doing business." Worst of all, we are now asked to consider not what is essential to public education, but what can we live with in this budget. I have always considered education and the institution of public education to be something that had a vision: a just society in which equity and equality are the determining factors. In teaching my students, I hope to help them find their vision for their future and give them the skills to realize it. Education is all about connecting the past to develop the present and invent the future. In all these meetings, I see no vision being developed. Several administrators repeatedly have stated that in a perfect world you can hang onto your ideals, but now we have to deal with reality. I suggest to the trustees that we hold on to those ideals and take the moral and ethical high ground. The cult of efficiency occupying the legislature is casting us into an abyss. We are being maneuvered into accepting and creating a system that is not fair, equal, or equitable. I ask the trustees to stand up for a quality public education system and to defend the right of the children in this district to have that system available to them. I ask them to support the vision of democracy. David Futter Greater Victoria Source: GVTA News, April 2002. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/issues/research.aspx?id=5834,BCTF > Special Education enrolments as a percentage of total school enrolment, ranked Nanaimo  	Untitled Page  For Teachers For Parents For Media Home E-mail Lists Links A to Z Index Contact Us Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources Home > Issues in Education > Inclusive Education > Research Project Special Education enrolments as a percentage of total school enrolment, ranked Nanaimo School District, October 2002 Nanaimo Schools Total enrolments by school October, 2002 Special Ed (excl. Gifted) enrolments Special Ed enrolments as % of school total Continuing Education       Continuing Education SD 68 19 1 5% Alternate Settings       5 Acres Alternate (Sept.30 enr.) 40 39 98% Northbrook Learning Centre 71 40 56% Northfield Alternate 36 20 56% VAST Centre 98 39 40% 10.72 % of Nanaimo students identified as having special needs (excluding Gifted) are enrolled in alternate settings Secondary Schools       John Barsby Community School 796 118 15% Nanaimo District Secondary 1,041 134 13% Wellington Secondary 1,012 101 10% Cedar Community Secondary 504 45 9% Woodlands Secondary 740 65 9% Dover Bay Secondary 1,639 106 6% Ladysmith Secondary 874 52 6% Nanaimo District Secondary - Fr. Imm. 191 0 0% Nanaimo District Secondary - Pr. Cadre 15 0 0% 48.25 % of Nanaimo students identified as having special needs (excluding Gifted) are enrolled in secondary schools Elementary Schools       Princess Anne Elementary 105 14 13% Quarterway Elementary 128 17 13% Dufferin Crescent Elementary 223 26 12% Georgia Avenue Elementary 464 56 12% Brechin Elementary 201 22 11% North Oyster Elementary 176 20 11% Gabriola Elementary 235 22 9% Princess Royal Elementary 69 6 9% Fairview Elementary 367 29 8% Uplands Park Elementary 311 25 8% Forest Park Elementary 285 21 7% Coal Tyee Elementary 318 19 6% Rutherford Community School 378 23 6% Bayview Elementary 214 10 5% Ladysmith Intermediate 367 18 5% Mount Benson Elementary 229 11 5% North Cedar Intermediate 260 13 5% Park Avenue Elementary 286 14 5% Pleasant Valley Elementary 286 15 5% Randerson Ridge Elementary 347 16 5% Seaview Elementary 298 14 5% Chase River Elementary 202 8 4% Cilaire Elementary 188 8 4% Frank J. Ney Elementary 247 11 4% McGirr Elementary 451 18 4% Rock City Elementary 328 14 4% South Wellington Elementary 100 4 4% Waterloo Elementary 94 4 4% Departure Bay Elementary 260 9 3% Harewood Elementary - Fr. Imm. 111 3 3% Ladysmith Primary 316 11 3% Woodbank Primary 230 8 3% Cinnabar Valley Elementary 178 3 2% Davis Road Elementary 127 3 2% Mountain View Elementary 424 9 2% Pauline Haarer Elementary - Fr. Imm. 259 3 1% Hammond Bay Elem - Fr. Imm. 146 0 0% Hammond Bay Elementary 12 0 0% Quarterway Elementary - Fr. Imm. 151 0 0% 40.94 % of Nanaimo students identified as having special needs (excluding Gifted) are enrolled in elementary schools TOTALS 16,428 1,287 8% SOURCES: Total enrolments: District enrolment summary report: District annual student enrolments - for the month of October, 2002 (dated Nov. 1/02) Special Ed enrolments: (Form 1701) Special education summary by school, as at September 30, 2002 (M. of Ed. echo report dated Oct. 17/02)   About Us | News & Events | Publications | Advocacy & Action | Social Justice | Issues in Education © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "October is #FosterFamilyMonth. Thank you #BC for opening your homes and hearts to more than 5,900 children and youth." @John_Yap - 11:14pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141007,www.reddit.com,http://www.reddit.com/user/Streetlights_People,overview for Streetlights_People jump to content my subreddits announcementsArtAskRedditaskscienceawwblogbookscreepydataisbeautifulDIYDocumentariesEarthPornexplainlikeimfiveFitnessfoodfunnyFuturologygadgetsgamingGetMotivatedgifshistoryIAmAInternetIsBeautifulJokesLifeProTipslistentothismildlyinterestingmoviesMusicnewsnosleepnottheonionOldSchoolCoolpersonalfinancephilosophyphotoshopbattlespicsscienceShowerthoughtsspacesportstelevisiontifutodayilearnedTwoXChromosomesUpliftingNewsvideosworldnewsWritingPromptsedit subscriptions front -all -random |  IAmA -videos -explainlikeimfive -space -television -books -AskReddit -Fitness -Documentaries -aww -listentothis -creepy -history -askscience -dataisbeautiful -Futurology -DIY -LifeProTips -pics -UpliftingNews -EarthPorn -gaming -Art -photoshopbattles -Music -news -mildlyinteresting -todayilearned -philosophy -InternetIsBeautiful -food -Jokes -tifu -science -nosleep -nottheonion -sports -TwoXChromosomes -worldnews -funny -personalfinance -movies -GetMotivated -OldSchoolCool -gadgets -WritingPrompts -gifs -Showerthoughtsmore » reddit.com Streetlights_People overview comments submitted gilded want to join? login or register in seconds| English Streetlights_People1,665 link karma 13,967 comment karma send messageredditor for 2 years MODERATOR OF /r/wcbasketball /r/wcrugby what's this? TROPHY CASE Verified Email Two-Year Club Team Orangered remember mereset password login daily reddit gold goal 54% help support reddit reddit gold gives you extra features and helps keep our servers running. We believe the more reddit can be user-supported, the freer we will be to make reddit the best it can be. Buy gold for yourself to gain access to extra features and special benefits. A month of gold pays for 231.26 minutes of reddit server time! Give gold to thank exemplary people and encourage them to post more. This daily goal updates every 10 minutes and is reset at midnight Pacific Time (12 hours, 24 minutes from now). Yesterday's reddit gold goal 94% reddit is a website about everything powered by community, democracy, and you.learn more › sorted by: new hotnewtopcontroversial Sooo, down with mononucleosis and tonsillitis... by Eternalspacekittenin xxfitness [–]Streetlights_People 3 points4 points5 points 1 day ago (0 children) Take it slow. Take it slow. Take it slow. Take it slow. No, really TAKE IT SLOW. I got mono when I was a varsity athlete. I was misdiagnosed (because my mono originally manifested as hives and the idiots at the student health were convinced I had a peanut allergy...and then AIDS, neither of which I had). I finally got a diagnosis, but training four hours a day without knowing I was sick set me back severely. Then, my coach wanted me for a big game, so after two weeks off he convinced me to go back to the idiots at the student health to get cleared. I did. They cleared me, and I relapsed hard. So hard that the mono actually severed my vagus nerve, which is supposed to regulate your heart rate. I'd be sitting on the couch and my HR would be at 180 or so, then I'd stand up and faint. I had a bunch of painful, awful tests (never have the tilt table test), got put on heart medication and told I needed a pacemaker. Luckily, I went back to Canada (I was playing varsity in the USA) and the doctors there took a much more reasonable approach. Still, however, I was not able to do any physical activity for close to a year. My spleen remained slightly enlarged for a year or two after that (causing the muscles to spasm around it) and I would just randomly break out in hives and rashes for years for no damn reason. Anyway, it was horrible, and it was my own fault for taking it too fast. You need to rest and keep well-hydrated. Consider it your job until you're better. You really cannot rush getting over mono. Hope you get better soon! permalink context full comments (17) My wife is Goldilocks. Is there a fulfilling career out there for her, or is she looking for something that doesn't exist? (x-post r/CareerGuidance) by proxrossin nonprofit [–]Streetlights_People 1 point2 points3 points 2 days ago (0 children) I think it's a bad sign that your wife is already pre-judging/ criticizing people who work in non-profits as being "overly sensitive" "delicate flower type" people who are are ruled by emotions when she seems to have zero experience with non-profits. There are literally thousands of different types of non-profits with different structures and different cultures, just like there are thousands of different for-profit businesses with different structures and different cultures. It's not enough to want to "help people." If your wife is coming into job interviews exhibiting scorn for her potential coworkers, without even having met them, she's not going to be successful. Relationship building (with clients, with coworkers, with other organizations, with sponsors, with donors) is a huge part of non-profit work, and if your wife is already thinking of starting her own business just to avoid interacting with the people she imagines working for non-profits, it doesn't sound like her skills in this area are very strong. I don't know what advice to offer you, other than for her to take a long, hard look at her motivations. Why does she want to work for a non-profit if she professes to loathe the people who do so? permalink context full comments (14) costume ideas for the lazy/poor by partyfantsin femalefashionadvice [–]Streetlights_People 0 points1 point2 points 2 days ago (0 children) I went as a stick figure one year. Black leggings, black long-sleeved shirt, black boots. Get white athletic tape and tape the outline of a stick figure across your whole body. Get a paper plate, put a string around it, cut two holes for the eyes and draw on a nose and a mouth. Cost: $3 (assuming you have black clothes). permalink context full comments (11) Pedestrian hit by a cyclist in Stanley Park dies. by OmnipotentStudentin vancouver [–]Streetlights_People 29 points30 points31 points 3 days ago (0 children) Honestly, I'm surprised that more deaths don't occur on the bike paths of Stanley Park. Take scores of people who have just rented bikes even though they haven't ridden in 30 years and don't know shit about biking rules, the terrain they're riding on (and often the English language), toss in a liberal dash "fuck it, I'm on vacation," add a narrow bike path that is flanked by a cliff on one side, then add more pedestrian tourists who just stop on the bike path to take pictures or walk along it because "fuck it I'm on vacation," THEN add local cyclists who often blast around corners like the ones by the totem poles (often choosing to avoid the tourists by moving off the bike lane and biking alongside the cars)....it's a recipe for disaster. permalink context full comments (85) pants can't handle my squat booty by arguewithatreein xxfitness [–]Streetlights_People 8 points9 points10 points 5 days ago (0 children) You should size up in pants and then get them tailored in the waist. Alternatively, jeans like the Levi Curve ID series is made to accommodate different body types, and a lot of women who lift have success with the bold curve. permalink context full comments (20) Stuff left on the curb and labelled "FREE" - good or bad? by shoeswerenumberninein vancouver [–]Streetlights_People 9 points10 points11 points 6 days ago (0 children) I very much support any model of recycling, whether it's clothing swaps, community free piles, apartment free piles, bartering, Craigslist free postings etc. etc. When you donate to a thrift store, chances are that if your stuff is good, it will be resold to a reseller (vintage store, etc) before it even hits the shelf. If it isn't, it will just be thrown out/ recycled. That said, people should follow some basic rules: Be honest about why you're giving something away. If it's broken beyond repair, slapping a free sign on it doesn't make it any less littering. Try to weatherproof the items as well as you can by putting them in a plastic tub with a lid/ under plastic sheeting, etc. Post the items on Freecycle or Craigslist. If items aren't taken in a day or two (or when it rains), then dispose of them. People who collect free stuff should be respectful of the space and not spread items around while digging through the free pile. Just because sometimes people use free piles for the wrong reasons or don't use them respectfully doesn't mean it's a bad idea. People just need to follow some simple ground rules. permalink context full comments (25) [Question/Conversation] Spinning hurts my hoo-ha. What are some strategies to help? by babyface-in xxfitness [–]Streetlights_People 5 points6 points7 points 10 days ago (0 children) Padded bike shorts help. Padded seat covers help. All the glide-lotiony-stuff mentioned helps. But as a fellow spinner, I found that the most important thing that helped was adjusting the seat. Most people adjust the seat height, but adjusting how far back the seat goes really helps to keep your hoo-ha in the place it was designed to be. Most people sit too far forward on the bike. Maybe try adjusting the seat forward and back? Here is a tutorial on what to look for. permalink context full comments (45) Tips for tall fashion lovers? by starrydesireein femalefashionadvice [–]Streetlights_People 13 points14 points15 points 11 days ago (0 children) i'm 6 foot 2. You've gotten some recommendations of places to shop for tall clothes, but what's really important is proportion. One of the biggest challenges of shopping as a tall woman is that clothes often don't line up with your body: the dress' waist doesn't hit on your waist so always rides up, the shoulders are too small in proportion to your waist, the hem hits at the wrong part of your thigh etc. Unfortunately, most tall sizes are only available online. For example, I need Gap's extra long pants, but only the long is available in stores. This means that you'll need to do a lot of guessing and testing (free returns are your friend) to see what works for your shape. Avoid falling into the trap of trying to use tunic dresses etc. as tops because 9 times out of 10, the garment looks ill-fitting because it is not meant to be worn as a top. P.S. Avoid Long Tall Sally like the plague. The fact that they chose to name their store after a little Richard song about adultery should tell you all you need to know about their aesthetic. Top Shop is okay but skews young. Banana Republic Factory is good for business wear. P.P.S. Did I mention avoiding Long Tall Sally like the plague? permalink context full comments (43) Egg based desserts? by ImperiallyAfflictedin Baking [–]Streetlights_People 0 points1 point2 points 12 days ago (0 children) A pound cake uses 6 eggs. Lemon curd is 4 eggs. Swiss meringue buttercream is 10 egg whites. 20 eggs used up. Boom. permalink context full comments (16) What is the weirdest sexual advancement someone has made towards you? by sitsnshitsin AskReddit [–]Streetlights_People 4 points5 points6 points 15 days ago (0 children) Since I was born, I've had incredibly gnarled, old-looking hands, so I could see the ape comparison. :) (My grandma used to say I was on my last life because my hands were proof I had been reincarnated a bunch). permalink context full comments (9972) What is the weirdest sexual advancement someone has made towards you? by sitsnshitsin AskReddit [–]Streetlights_People 1 point2 points3 points 15 days ago (0 children) I'm a white girl. permalink context full comments (9972) What is the weirdest sexual advancement someone has made towards you? by sitsnshitsin AskReddit [–]Streetlights_People 59 points60 points61 points 16 days ago (0 children) I was at a house party when a guy came up to me and started stroking my hands. "You have the hands of an ape," he said, looking into my eyes. "My life and I have a thing for apes. Do you want to come upstairs with us?" I looked around and sure enough: pictures of apes and monkeys on every wall. Nopenopenopenope permalink context full comments (9972) Teen Paralympic prospect pleads for doctors to cut off her 'healthy' leg by mermlgloopin olympics [–]Streetlights_People 9 points10 points11 points 17 days ago (0 children) I'm a Paralympian. The issue here is infinitely more complex than this article makes it out to be. When a disability like amputation occurs to one side of your body, your body is thrown off kilter and other muscles must compensate. It's very common for single-leg amps to develop back problems, hip problems and problems in their remaining leg that actually impair them more than the initial amputation. Many bilateral amputees (missing both legs) are actually more balanced and require less compensation and so have fewer secondary injuries. In many ways it's easier to walk on two prosthetics than 1 biological leg and one prosthetic. Think of it this way: you have a choice between running a race in two running shoes, 1 running shoe and 1 high heel, or 2 high heels. Obviously, you'd choose to run in running shoes (biological limbs), but if you had to pick, you'd probably choose the 2 high heels over the high heel and the running shoe because at least your stride would be even in the 2 high heels. What if you had the same choice for walking in your every-day life? You'd probably develop less back pain walking on 2 high heels than on 1 running shoe and 1 high heel. So, on one hand, yes becoming a double amputee would give her a performance advantage. People are always surprised to learn that double-leg amputee is the 'best' disability to have if you want to be a Paralympian because you have an excellent strength:mass ratio. If you look at sledge hockey, which is the only para-sport without a classification system, you can pretty much just go ahead and give the gold medal to the team with the most double amputees. On the other hand, however, if she's having so many secondary complications like pain and swelling this early in her career, you can definitely argue that becoming a double amputee will benefit her overall. If it is easier for her to walk and live a full life as a double amp than it is for her to do the same as a single-leg amp, then I can see a case for removing the other leg. permalink context full comments (23) Mysterious Knee Pain by Turbs33in xxfitness [–]Streetlights_People 0 points1 point2 points 22 days ago (0 children) I'd recommend stretching out your hips. A lot of knee pain has its roots in the hips and in fact some degenerative bone conditions like avascular necrosis of the hip actually present as knee pain. (Not saying you have avascular necrosis). See if some hip stretches help the matter. permalink context full comments (8) Let's talk endurance... by jgonz85in xxfitness [–]Streetlights_People 9 points10 points11 points 22 days ago (0 children) You get good at what you repeatedly do. While cardio will improve your overall lung capacity, conditioning etc., if you try a new activity or one you don't do very often, you'll still find it challenging. If you want to get more endurance when you hike, your cardio should mimic the actions you would take on a hike. If you're a running, try adding hills or stairs to your run, for example. permalink context full comments (9) TIL that some of the worst charities donate less than 4% of their donations to the actual cause they're promoting. One cancer charity even paid $18m to a company to solicit funds, the company being owned the charity president's son. by llahxamin todayilearned [–]Streetlights_People 2 points3 points4 points 23 days ago (0 children) I work for a non-profit. While this percentage is important, it also only tells part of the tale. Many non-profits and charities are right now caught in a shitty cycle. Studies have shown that it's way more efficient for most charities to attract and maintain skilled, knowledgeable employees. Unfortunately, paying your staff decent wages reduces the percentage of your budget that goes into programs/services, which reduces the donations you get. Smaller charities often have a harder time because they often fill a niche that is not inherently profitable (or else the for-profit sector would do it) and serves a relatively small number of people, but which is vitally important to those people. Not everything can be done by volunteers. Too many non-profits rely on paying young people shitty wages, encouraging them to work too much unpaid overtime (haha 'time off in lieu'), burning them out and then having to go through the cycle of retraining all over again. It's less efficient, but it causes more donations because people won't accuse you of "sucking off the government teat and getting rich" or whatever. Man, it's so shitty when you're working for half of what you can get in the private sector and having someone phone you up to smugly declare that they're cancelling their donation because they looked you up on a website and your program manager gets paid 40K a year (even though they have a Master's degree and their job requires a very specific skill set) and don't you know a volunteer could just do that for free. permalink context full comments (148) MISSING: Hobbes, orange tabby cat by phycolologistin vancouver [–]Streetlights_People 1 point2 points3 points 23 days ago (0 children) If you haven't yet, try putting out the stinkiest piece of your clothing (socks, gym bag etc) outside your door. Cats can sometimes get disoriented and not be able to get home, but they have amazing senses of smell and can smell their way home more easily. permalink context full comments (2) Correct place to measure waist by btstuooin xxfitness [–]Streetlights_People 19 points20 points21 points 25 days ago (0 children) Keep in mind that tools like hip:waist ratios and BMI are most helpful in large population studies and are less helpful for individuals: not completely unhelpful, but it's very easy to put too much stock in them. People, especially people of different ethnicities, carry weight differently. Your risk level for diabetes, heart disease etc. depends on your body composition, your activity level, your diet, your family history and many other factors. If you are active and eat well and don't have any other symptoms of disease, then do not put too much stock in a test that was never designed for individual health metrics. permalink context full comments (35) [WEEKLY THREAD] Feats of Thorsday - Post your fitness victories here all week! by AutoModeratorin xxfitness [–]Streetlights_People 54 points55 points56 points 26 days ago (0 children) In 2010, I had to re-learn how to walk after a surgery. I could only walk with my shoes off because I had to use my toes to inch along the pavement, I had to go downstairs backwards because I couldn't lift my leg forward enough to clear the stairs and it took me 35 minutes to get around the block. On Sunday, I completed a 20+ km (13 mile) hike to a gorgeous lake through a mountain. It's the longest I've ever hiked and there's no way I even dreamed that I'd be able to do it 4 years ago. permalink context full comments (152) [CONVERSATION] How using MyFitnessPal led to my binge eating and an unhealthy obsession with food. by gingerspeakin xxfitness [–]Streetlights_People 9 points10 points11 points 26 days ago (0 children) There's actually quite a bit of research that suggests that focusing on tracking (whether it's Weight Watcher's Points or calories) can actually impede weight loss progress because you obsess about numbers and think about food constantly. You also run the risk of severing the connection between hunger and food, since you're answering to a 'higher power' than your stomach. permalink context full comments (129) [Question] alternate cardio w/ bum knee?? by mupthepupin xxfitness [–]Streetlights_People 1 point2 points3 points 27 days ago (0 children) You might want to try a spin class, since these are high-intensity but low impact and are more interesting than just riding the bike by yourself. As strange as this seems, you might also look into wheelchair basketball. Many people with your knee injury play wheelchair basketball and in most countries it's an integrated sport, so up to 50% of people who play are completely able-bodied. It's a great workout and would allow you to be competitive while your knee heals. permalink context full comments (6) Please help! I need 3 days of work outs that I can do at a campsite with no equipment and no internet! by udon0tnomein xxfitness [–]Streetlights_People 7 points8 points9 points 27 days ago (0 children) This is something you may want to discuss with a trained professional. This level of anxiety about missing a workout -- in addition to the overtraining with HIIT that you seem to be doing -- is indicative of exercise bulimia. Here are some diagnostic questions to ask yourself: Do you feel guilty, depressed, irritable or anxious if you miss a workout? Do you have to exercise every day or “freak out” if you miss a workout? Do you still exercise when you are sick or injured? Do your responsibilities and relationships suffer, or do your friends, family and work take a backseat to exercise? Do you calculate how much to exercise based on how much you eat, or vice versa? permalink context full comments (11) Just starting out (again) by monnarcin xxfitness [–]Streetlights_People 3 points4 points5 points 27 days ago (0 children) A lot of this depends on your end goals. A lot of people decide to get "in shape" without having a clear picture in their head of what that means, or a path to get there. That inevitably leads to frustration and a lack of results. So ask yourself: What are your fitness goals? Do you want to improve your strength? Your stamina? Do you want to run a 10k or do a Tough Mudder or start playing a recreational sport? What kinds of activities do you like? Weight training? Zumba? Spinning? The elliptical machine? If you find something you like, you'll be more likely to stick with it. Is weight loss part of your goals? If so, it's hard to lose fat by exercise alone, so do you have a plan to adjust your diet. Is there anyone who could help you with your goals? Do you need to hire a personal trainer to get you started? Is there a friend you could work out with? Once you've answered these questions, check out the sidebar for more info. If you find that running hurts, check out low impact fitness like swimming, spin class and the elliptical machine, as well as weight training. permalink context full comments (3) Political party advertises for "digital influencers" to change public opinion during a messy teachers' strike. Local subreddit flooded with astroturfers. by Streetlights_Peoplein HailCorporate [–]Streetlights_People[S] 2 points3 points4 points 1 month ago (0 children) I am on mobile for the rest of the day but feel free to cross post. permalink context full comments (29) 129 130 131 Political party advertises for "digital influencers" to change public opinion during a messy teachers' strike. Local subreddit flooded with astroturfers. (self.HailCorporate) submitted 1 month ago by Streetlights_People to /r/HailCorporate 29 comments sharecancel loading... view more: next › about blog about team source code advertise jobs help wiki FAQ reddiquette rules contact us tools mobile firefox extension chrome extension buttons widget <3 reddit gold store redditgifts reddit AMA app reddit.tv radio reddit Use of this site constitutes acceptance of our User Agreement and Privacy Policy. © 2014 reddit inc. All rights reserved. REDDIT and the ALIEN Logo are registered trademarks of reddit inc. close this window you'll need to login or register to do that create a new account all it takes is a username and password privacy philosophy we limit data collected about you and your use of the platform, your personal information is never for sale, we use and disclose information to prevent people from abusing the platform, but we never disclose it for any other reason unless required by law. for more information, see our privacy policy. username:try anotheravailable! account recovery email:  (optional)we only send email at your request password: verify password: remember me create account is it really that easy? only one way to find out... login already have an account and just want to login? username: password: remember me recover password login close this window interface language English [en]العربية [ar]Беларуская мова [be]български език [bg]Bosanski [bs]català [ca]česky [cs]dansk [da]Deutsch [de]Ελληνικά [el]English (Australia) [en-au]English (Canadian) [en-ca]English (Great Britain) [en-gb]English [en-us]Esperanto [eo]español [es]español [es-ar]eesti keel [et]Euskara [eu]فارسی [fa]suomi [fi]français [fr]Gàidhlig [gd]עברית [he]मानक हिन्दी [hi]hrvatski [hr]Magyar [hu]Հայերեն լեզու [hy]Bahasa Indonesia [id]íslenska [is] (*)italiano (Italy) [it]日本語 [ja]ಕನ್ನಡ [kn_IN]한국어 [ko]Latin [la]1337 [leet]LOL [lol]lietuvių kalba [lt]latviešu valoda [lv]Nederlands [nl]Nynorsk [nn]Norsk [no]Arrrrrrrr! [pir]polski [pl]português [pt] (*)português [pt-pt]português brasileiro [pt_BR]română [ro]русский [ru]slovenčina [sk]slovenščina [sl]српски језик [sr]Srpski [sr-la]Svenska [sv]தமிழ் [ta]ภาษาไทย [th]Türkçe [tr]українська мова [uk]Tiếng Việt [vi]中文 [zh] (*) incomplete volunteer to translate π Rendered by PID 30822 on app-147 at 2014-10-07 19:35:54.882618+00:00 running 143b6e5 country code: US.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=33052,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2014 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 26, Number 6, May/June 2014   My daughter graduates: A K–12 journey  By Colleen Mudry   Today I drove my little girl to her public school for the last time. Now it’s true that she is 17, is as tall as me and resembles an adult woman, but as my youngest, she will always remain my little girl. I remember watching her stride confidently into Kinder­garten on her first day, swinging her Barbie lunch kit and leaving our family’s world for her own. For the first three mornings I cried as the enormity of the rapid passage of time overcame me. Then the giddy excitement of two-and-a-half whole hours free of the constant responsibility of raising two young children on my own revealed itself. Over her school career there have been many firsts and lasts, and I have marked each one in a special place in my heart. How can it be the end of Christmas concerts, hot-dog days, PAC meetings, homework, sports days, intricate projects, field trips, report cards, summer vacation, Halloween parties, awards ceremonies, plays and musicals? Will there be no more notices for two-dozen cupcakes required, fished forgotten from backpacks the night before? What about strolling elementary hallways and inhaling the heady scent of poster paint, stale lunch kits, paper, and excitement? Or the desperate attempt to behave maturely, mixed with general rambunctiousness, displayed in the middle school? Or the startling mix of young teens and youth resembling adult men and woman, benefiting from a banquet of electives in the high school and paving the pathways to their futures? My daughter has attended five schools over her 13-year school history, two in our chosen community of Powell River, and has experienced many teachers and principals. Most have been excellent and some have been exemplary; teachers who shared their passion for their subjects and built strong relationships with their students. Teachers who were able to encourage a shy little girl to pursue her academic goals and interests. Teachers who inspired students to reach deep within and reveal the brilliant potential waiting there. I always looked forward to parent/teacher nights and found it fascinating to hear how my daughter was perceived by her teachers, and how she was reflected in the outside world’s lens. Through her anxiety and frustration in making sense of numbers, to her joy in discovering the power of the written and acted word, my daughter has transversed the often confusing maze of the school system. We will say goodbye to new school supplies, monkey bars, homemade mother’s day gifts, spelling tests, school sick rooms, and friends to greet and share the day with. I admire the individual that my daughter is and would be proud to have her as a friend, if I met her outside of my family. I have observed the traits that she possesses in many of the youth of Powell River; empathy, caring, dedication to their sports, hobbies and interests, a genuine social conscience, and a passionate environmental awareness. They are a lot of fun to be around. I have been driving my daughter to school pretty consistently for the past 13 years, before heading onto work, and found it a great time to discuss the day’s events, evening plans, and to explore the tangled path of a teen’s emotional development. Today I pull up to the school, give a routine suggestion to have a good day and wait. She smiles and holds my eye contact for a second longer than usual, then shuts the door and strides confidently into the school, swinging her backpack. My throat constricts and suddenly I am blinking back the same tears that have been waiting for 13 years. This time however, I welcome these tears that spring into my eyes and I wonder, as I pull out and drive toward my soon-to-be-child-absent new life, how a journey can be so long and yet so heartbreakingly short, all at the same time. Colleen Mudry, a Sunshine Coast parent    Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7266,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 3, November/December 2005 Classified advertising TRAVEL/VACATION LADYSMITH WEEKEND GETAWAY! Vancouver Island, beautiful beach & kayaks included. Perfect location for craft retreats. Robin Smith 250-245-3777. www.members.shaw.ca/merrywidowsbeach SILVER STAR mountain chalets and suites. Luxurious ski in/out accommodation. Private hot tubs, fully equipped kitchens, gas F/P. Avail. year round www.alpinechaletrental.com or pmmunroe@shaw.ca GABRIOLA ISLAND winter rental. 5 acre tranquil hideaway, 1900 sq.ft., fully furn. & equipped, phone, cable, high speed internet, gas F/P, hydro, studio, hot tub, workshop. Available Oct.20–Mar.10/06, all amenities nearby. $1000/mo. all incl. 250-247-9842 or e-mail alexclarkson@shaw.ca TOFINO Newly renovated & furn. 2 bd. home across the road from Chesterman Beach. For information, call 250-726-5195 or look us up at www.tofinoresorts.ca QUALICUM BEACH Dandelion Cottage offers 1 bd., full kitchen, cozy & comfortable private suite. A great getaway, close to the beach in summer, skiing in winter. Very affordable. Ph: 250-752-5127 or www.geocities.com/dandelioncottageca/ HERITAGE HOME Beautiful garden suite in heritage home of Powell River Historic Townsite. Promotional rates. Visit www.asuitevacation.com, or call 604-414-0004. SHUSWAP, Eagle Bay. Affordable summer suite respite. Sleeps 4. BBQ, moorage, beach, N/S, N/P, morningstarfarms@telus.net ROBERTS CREEK. Sunshine Coast, spacious country home, surrounded by large cedar/fir trees and close to all local services, trails, beach, restaurant and shops. Wood heated sunken lounge, 2 kitchens/bathrms, 3 bd. can sleep 14. Hot tub. Available w/c Dec. 5 ($1100), Dec 12 ($1300), Dec 19 ($1500) www.upthecreek.ca, 1-877-885-8100. GABRIOLA ISLAND BC, 2 bd., private, fully equipped, starting $760/mo. or $425/wk. 250-247-9883, www.gabriola cottage.netfirms.com, boysen@shaw.ca. GULF ISLANDS RETREAT Thetis Island home on 10 acres, fully furnished with beautiful ocean view. Available Jan/Feb/May 2006. $250/wk. (stairs, no kids, N/P, N/S) yoyo@seaside.net WHISTLER Alta Lake, waterfront, 1 bd. condo, sleeps 4, 1 km to village, FP, TV/VCR/ DVD. summer/winter rates, 604-298-2070. WHISTLER GETAWAY. Pinecrest Estates, 5 bd., 1400 sq.ft. cabin, sauna, deck with BBQ, fully-equip. kitchen, DW, WD, wood stove (wood provided). Rates from $175/nt. (seasonal) glush@shaw.caor 604-936-3346. BLACKCOMB Luxury 2 bd/loft, 3 bath, sleeps 8, ski-in, ski-out, 604-940-0156. WHISTLER Village North, 2 bd. deluxe townhome. 604-531-6847. View at www.whistlervacationhome.ca. WHISTLER Condo. Sleeps 4, views, close to village, all amenities. 604-943-9423. SKI WHISTLER BLACKCOMB luxury condo sleeps 4 or 5, pool, hot tubs, ski in/out. Book early! www.at-blackcomb.com 604-929-6589 WHISTLER ON THE LAKE 1 bd. newly renovated Tuscan style condo right on the lake. Swim in summer, skate in winter, 3 min. drive to village. Sleeps 4, fully stocked. Call Carol, cell: 604-209-7220. WHISTLER Deluxe 1 bd., village, 2.5/ bed, Creekside, rates $69+, salij@shaw.ca WHISTLER Townhouse, sleeps 8, fully equip. 604-985-7669 or Gary 604-669-7212. WHISTLER CREEK townhouse for rent. View of Alta Lake. 2 bath., 3 bd., sleeps 6. 604-535-3447. WHISTLER CREEK Spacious, fully equipped 1 bd. and den condo. Sleeps 4 in privacy and comfort. Available year-round. Excellent mid-week rates for ski season, possibly shared arrangement. 604-222-1022. WHISTLER condo, fully equipped, Creekside, sleeps 4-6. Reserve early for Xmas holidays. Reasonable rates. 604-802-4899 or ddunn@richmond.sd38.bc.ca WHISTLER 1 bd. condo (Whistler Creekside) sleeps 4, F/P, hot tub, swimming pool, sauna, kitchen fully equipped, u/ground parking, close to lift and stores. Call Jan or John at 604-530-0958. WHISTLER Alpine Meadows, 3 bd. chalet, sleeps 6, fully equipped, airtight stove, near Meadow Park Arena. Call John 604-987-7619. CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS Whistler condo, 2 bd. (sleeps 6), all amenities, quiet family area, 10 min. to village, $250/night, 3 night min. 604-988-8231. EAST COAST COTTAGES. 2 bd./ 1 bath sleeps 5 and/or 4 bd., 2 bath, sleeps 8. Great beach, centrally located in New Brunswick, 1 hr to PEI, 2 hrs to Halifax, e-mail cglass1@shaw.ca, 250-828-6280. BELLINGHAM WEEKEND Getaway/Ski Mt. Baker. Comfortable cottage on a lake. Available nightly (min. 2 nights) $75 US a night. Sleeps 6, full kitchen, bath with shower. 604-596-0631, email kathryngb@hotmail.com KIHEI, MAUI. Large selection of fully equipped condos. Great beaches. Near shopping centre. Call Alf, 604-291-1751, F: 604-291-9773, kihei@telus.net. MAUI. Privately owned, beautiful fully furn. 2 bd., 2 bath condo across from Kamaole beaches. Great complex, Great location. 250-598-6955, F: 250-598-6965. SPRING BREAK Kona, Hawaii, 5 star oceanview resort. Spectacular! $950. sbava@sd73.bc.ca GRANADA, NICARAGUA Discover this beautiful Spanish colonial city and little known country. B & B run by retired BC teacher. For information contact carolannrea@hotmail.com BUCERIAS MEXICO Privately owned, beautiful fully furn. new 2 bd., 2 bath house. Two blks to fantastic beach. Rooftop palapa with panoramic view, weekly & monthly rates. 250-748-4883, email cindyharvey@telus.net PUERTO VALLARTA Beautiful, large, 2 bd. furn. condo, downtown, 3 blks from the Malecon (beach). Reasonable wkly rates, N/S, dbemc@hotmail.com, 604-608-4268. MEXICO 2 bd. suite, sleeps 4. Ten minute walk to beach. www.casaserena.net MEXICO Beautiful Sayulita, 35 min. north of Puerto Vallarta airport. 3 bd. house, 2 blks from beach, 1 blk. to town center. Ideal for families, small groups. Regular rate $450 US/wk. http://sayulitarent.freespaces.com or email bnapoloni@yahoo.ca MEXICO Perfect teacher’s Christmas holiday. Mayan Palace Acapulco. Gold Crown Resort! 1 bd. ocean suites, 4-6 people. Dec 16-23/Dec 23-30. $900/$1100. Call now! Best offer, 604-813-4901. FRANCE. Ultimate vacations, privately owned, beautiful furn. 1 bd. central Paris. Provence lovely furn. house close to Avignon. Wkly/mthly. 604-738-1876, 604-298-3904, i_roland@hotmail.com FRANCE, FRANCE 2006 holiday rental. Renovated 2 bd. houses in ancient vineyard village SW France. Great walking, cycling, food, wine. C$790/C$940 week per family unit. Email mjcapper@hotmail.com, visit www.users.bigpond.com/scapper/france MISCELLANEOUS MASTER OF EDUCATION (Special Education) by coursework offered by Flinders University in S. Australia is recognized by the B.C. Teacher Qualification Service. The degree is available entirely in distance mode. Applications are invited now for commencement of study in 2006. More information at: http://ehlt.flinders.edu.au/northamerica or from the program co-ordinator, Bernice.Burnip@flinders.edu.au USE YOUR MOUSE to find your house! www.carollivingstone. com, Victoria, Sooke or Sidney. Thinking of buying or selling, click on Victoria’s top real estate web site, free reports and MLS listings with full addresses. Call Carol and discover how to save with her teacher’s discount. Carol Livingstone, B.Ed. Re/Max Camosun, carol@carolliving stone.com, toll free 1-800-663-2121 or 250-744-3301. SPIRIT MEDITATION CLASSES 604-461-5511, Port Moody, www.veraciswellness.com CANADIAN TEACHERS OVERSEAS Building bridges through education and travel. Contact: Carol Baird-Krul @ 250-247-0077, cbairdkrul@shaw.ca. Experienced overseas educator, proven placement advisor. FIND A TUTOR web site. Designed for tutors looking for clients and parents/ students looking for tutors. Free 2 month trial for tutors wishing to advertise. www.findAtutor.ca SEARCH ASSOCIATES International Job Fare Toronto, Feb. 6-8 where over 50 schools from around the world will be recruiting teachers for the upcoming school year. For more information contact Ray Sparks, raysparks@eastlink.ca or visit our web site www.searchassociates.com SPECIAL NEEDS EDUCATORS. Easter Seal Camps of BC are looking for experienced special needs educators to co-ordinate our summer camps for children with disabilities. Information available at our web site: www.lionsbc.ca or send C.V. and cover letter to camp@lionsbc.ca. FOR SALE–COMOX VALLEY acreage. 10.5 acres riverfront pastureland. Beautiful private location, 15 min. to town. $425,000. Call 250-337-5212. www.bcislandhomes.com/winnroad FOR SALE–OSOYOOS New waterfront townhouse, 1200 sq.ft, 2 bd., 2 bath, rancher. Rec centre, pool, hot tub, lots of upgrades, $375,000. incl. gst. 604-943-6682. REMOVE STRESSFUL ENERGY that may be draining you! The Ancient Science and Art of Pranic Healing. Level 1 course. Nov. 26&27. Call 604-813-4901 or email pranichealing@telus.net to register or for future courses. MAKE A DIFFERENCE in your students’ lives, www.howtomakea difference.com RETIRING? Undecided about your Joint Life option? Order Choosing the Right Options, a straightforward guide/workbook for selecting the best option for your situation–$15. Interactive Excel CD version– $30. Mail: Ken Smith, 5120 Ewart St., Burnaby, BC V5J 2W2 or BCTF Lesson Aids. SIGN LANGUAGE trainer/facilitator for children and adults, 25 years experience with deaf adults and children and hearing populations. I will help children or adults with education/life skills or mentoring in sign language. Call 604-535-9026 for more info.  FOR RENT VANCOUVER Clean, bright, quiet, centrally located condos at Robson & Bute. 1 bd. $85/single. Daily/weekly/monthly rates. 604-608-4268, dbemc@hotmail.com. VANCOUVER Attractive, well-maintained, furnished home in Dunbar/UBC, 2000. sq.ft., 2 bd. 2 1/2 bath, office, fam. rm, deck, enclosed yard. Available Jan. 1/06 to June 30/06 (flex) $2700/mo. local phone, internet, cable, util. included 604-290-3920, djngrant@axion.net LANGLEY Large, beautiful, warm, Victorian home available Dec. 17 to Jan. 1. Very reasonable rent in exchange for loving cat care, email micasavictoriana@yahoo.ca RESOURCES RESOURCES Enhance your Kindergarten, ESL, FIrst Grade, Speech classes with Annie Ape: The Magic Bullet to Literacy and Alphasongs. Information at www.kindergarten-tips-and-skill-lessons.com, 604-850-6748, dewdneydragon@shaw.ca RESOURCES Excellent elementary Math and Language Arts (K-8) resources for sale by former tutor with Teacher’s Tutoring Service. Laura 604-467-2685. YOUR BLUEPRINT FOR "WILD" CLASSES Teach your children about Burns Bog. Book a tour! Buy a book! Buy a video! For rates and prices contact: Burns Bog Conservation Society, 604-572-0373 or 1-888-850-6264, www.burnsbog.org Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11928,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2000 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 13, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 2000 Rank rankings by Alfie Kohn “I find absolutely no benefit in ranking schools against one another, because that’s not about excellence. It creates a poisonous ethic. Schools aren’t trying to learn from one another. They’re trying to beat one another and edge each other out in the rankings. “I would be outraged as a parent or a teacher to find a chart that attempts to sort schools and tell me who is better than whom. A lot of schools that may not look good on standardized tests are actually far superior i n the way they energize students and help them to become more proficient thinkers. That’s not the same thing, necessarily, as being able to bubble in the right oval. “What tests are primarily measuring is the size of the houses in the neighbourhoods. The overwhelming proportion of the variance of tests scores is accounted for by socio-economic status. “Look at what happens to teaching practices when administrators brandish a copy of MAT-7. Does it lead to better hands-on science projects? Does it lead to kids understanding math better from the inside out? Does it lead to rich literacy instead of worksheets? If the answer were yes, you’d have a strong case. But the answer is not only no, but often that the teaching gets worse, that the best teachers leave…and that more kids drop out.” Alfie Kohn, author of The Schools Our Children Deserve. Source: CCPA Education Monitor, Summer 2000. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/09/numbers-that-count.html?showComment=1348957121640,Staffroom Confidential: Numbers that count Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Saturday, September 29, 2012 Numbers that count Most of the education world is filled with numbers that shouldn't count. A book by John Hattie is making the rounds in BC and Canada. The book is used to develop a theme: that there is data-based evidence that class size and other working conditions don't matter that much, but teaching methods do. It is the usual message from the top - fix the teacher, not the conditions in which they work, or the conditions our children find themselves learning in. Hattie's book is a meta-analysis - a complicated set of edubabble statistics to apparently show what is effective and not by reducing hundreds of studies on factors that influence student outcomes down to a single number. Finances: .12 (small). Peer tutoring: .5 (medium). Instructional quality: 1.0 (huge). Just one small problem - what is he actually measuring, and should it be measured in the first place? What is a good student outcome? What did these studies measure? Our data-obsessed world produces an awful lot of questionable data, based on questionable assumptions. First and foremost in the education world is that "school quality" or good "outcomes" are measured by standardized test results. This goes to the very heart of what schooling and education are about. Are they about doing an algebra problem correctly? Or are they about the broad range of knowledge, skills and abilities that enrich our lives and our society. Professor Alfie Kohn has written on this subject at length and provides some healthy skepticism to the world of edu-statistics. In "Schooling Beyond Measure", he notes: The habit of looking for numerical answers to just about any question can probably be traced back to overlapping academic traditions like behaviorism and scientism (the belief that all true knowledge is scientific), as well as the arrogance of economists or statisticians who think their methods can be applied to everything in life.  The resulting overreliance on numbers is, ironically, based more on faith than on reason.  And the results can be disturbing. In education, the question “How do we assess (kids, teachers, schools)?” has morphed over the years into “How do we measure…?”  We’ve forgotten that assessment doesn’t require measurement -- and, moreover, that the most valuable forms of assessment are often qualitative (say, a narrative account of a child’s progress by an observant teacher who knows the child well) rather than quantitative (a standardized test score).  Yet the former may well be brushed aside in favor of the latter -- by people who don’t even bother to ask what was on the test.  It’s a number, so we sit up and pay attention.  Over time, the more data we accumulate, the less we really know. All that said, I am of the belief there are a few numbers that we should pay attention to. Here are some. 1. The graduation rate in BC is 80%. This compares to 96% in Denmark. (see: http://www.data360.org/dsg.aspx?Data_Set_Group_Id=1653) Clearly we can do better at getting most students through high school and to a diploma. A little breakdown of BC's graduation rates is also instructive: for both special education students and aboriginal students the number is around 50%. Just this little bit of information is plenty for some policy decisions - we need to seriously re-invest in special and aboriginal education. And by re-invest I don't mean test more, for more data, but teach more, for more learning. 2. Class sizes. It seems to me it is the most basic and obvious thing that the amount of teacher time any student has access to will directly impact their learning. The same obvious fact holds true of group homes, foster homes and day cares, where adult/child ratios are mandated. At the extreme, hundreds of children with a few adults can result in serious physical and psychological damage (remember those Romanian orphanages ). But more back to our world, as every parent knows, a class of twenty is better than a class of thirty. More teacher time. More one-on-one instruction. More ability for the teacher to ensure pro-social behaviours. More time to address individual learning needs. It may be that a teacher can produce high standardized test scores with classes of thirty, forty or more, but is that what parents want when they send their children to school? A simple answer to this question came to my door last week. The Globe & Mail included in the paper a glossy magazine, "Our Kids: Canada's Private School Guide". For each school in the directory, they list basic information: Grades, Gender, Boarding options, Cost, Contact Information and just one other thing: Average Class Size.  Here is a little "data" regarding class size averages in Victoria, where I live: Glenlyon Norfork: 18 - 20 St. Margaret's School: 14 - 20 St. Michael's University School: 18 - 20 Queen Margaret's School: 18 Shawnigan Lake School: 14 -15 Public schools: 18 - 27 Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 10:36 AM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 2 comments: Kathy CouchSeptember 29, 2012 at 3:18 PM Public school parents should be up in arms over the above stats. They should demand equal opportunities for their publically educated children and that public tax money go to their children's schools.ReplyDelete Health&SafetyOctober 2, 2012 at 9:36 AM Edubabble is a good way to present it. Bill Gates, Sir Ken Robinson et al all love to use this type of statistical loop dee loop to illustrate that teachers, unions and their pensions are the problem. Most "research based evidence" in education is not worth the paper it is written on and one could predict the outcome from the hypothesis. Kieran Egan's book "Getting it Wrong from the Beginning", is an excellent analysis and critique of the underlying philosophical thinking behind much of educational thinking, including the research. Education does provide our young with the knowledge, skills and abilities to operate in our society. It develops the cognitive skills to allow more deeper thinking, self confidence that help the individual develop. Vygotsky is right, "learning precedes development." It is through the group that we become individuals. The maxim is true, weighing the pig more often does not make the pig fatter.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ▼  September (6) Numbers that count Chicago teachers push back "reform" agenda Public school teachers or corporate online learnin... On facts versus skills... Chicago teachers strike over class size, wages More educational change? Really? ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/IS-news.aspx?id=30418,International Solidarity News Vol. 8, No. 1, May 2013  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources   For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development International Solidarity News archives 2012-13 2011-12    Home > Publications > Newsletters and Alerts > International Solidarity News > 2012-13 Archives   International Solidarity News Vol. 8, No. 1, May 2013 * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * Contents  BCTF International Solidarity in the news—the Teacher newsmagazine, that is  Committee position open for applications  Quotable quotes  CoDevelopment Canada’s annual dinner  International solidarity e-mail lists  * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * BCTF INTERNATIONAL SOLIDARITY IN THE NEWS—THE TEACHER NEWSMAGAZINE, THAT IS  Speaking of being a teacher and wanting to contribute to positive change in society, El Salvadorean union activist Maria Eugenia Morelos de Ária says: “The only answer is to dare to try to make a difference”. Several articles in the May/June issue of the Teacher newsmagazine (online only, at http://www.bctf.ca/TeacherNewsmagMay2013/), provide moving examples of teachers doing just this, and the BCTF’s International Solidarity Program is proud to be a part of it. BCTF solidarity supports teacher colleagues in South Africa  Did you know that the BCTF supported the organizing work of the first non-racial teachers’ union in South Africa in the early 1990s? This support is remembered and appreciated by South Africa’s High Commissioner to Canada—who was the new union’s president at the time. Read more about the BCTF-SADTU connection here: http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=30160  Central American teachers tackle “machismo”  As a result of teacher professional development in a locally-developed Non-sexist and Inclusive Pedagogy Program, El Salvadorean students are learning a new way of seeing gender roles. And in spite of the other severe challenges Honduran teachers face (see next article), they are also pursuing gender-equity work. These articles describe some of the hopes and struggles of these Central American teachers: http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=30161  and Honduran teachers struggle to defend human and labour rights  http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=30165  To Peru, in solidarity  Ever wondered what it would be like to set up a local union office… in Peru? Probably not—but Terrace teacher Karen Andrews, a former local president and Peru Project participant, has seen it for herself: http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=30178 . Her article concludes, That night, many thanks were given to the BCTF for supporting their local through the offering of professional development for its membership. It was also that night that I truly understood the importance of the BCTF’s international solidarity program. It offers not only professional development, but also connection and moral support to teachers who are defending public education and workers’ rights against daunting odds. That night, we raised our glasses in solidarity. To see the photographs accompanying these articles, access the full-page view, at http://www.bctf.ca/TeacherNewsmagMay2013/ (select “Expand”).  * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * COMMITTEE POSITION OPEN FOR APPLICATIONS  Have you considered getting involved with the BCTF International Solidarity Program as a committee member? Open the pdf document “Posting 16–Committee vacancies for 2013–14”, accessible on the BCTF website at http://www.bctf.ca/opportunities/BCTFCommittees.aspx, for details about the opening for a three-year term, which is listed as “W.R. Long International Solidarity Fund” (scroll to page 3). Note: Friday, May 31, is the application deadline. The curriculum vitae form is available on the same “BCTF committee/facilitator postings” page; be sure to advise and confirm receipt of your faxed or e-mailed application with Mary McClure at the BCTF office (604-871-1878), as directed in the instructions in the postings document.  * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * QUOTABLE QUOTES  In February we invited globaled list subscribers to send us your reflections on personal involvement in international solidarity work. We incorporated much of what we received into a presentation for the lobby display during the BCTF AGM in March. This presentation is now online, and you can check it out at http://bctf.ca/SocialJustice.aspx?id=6292, linked on the text “Partners and participants comment on BCTF international solidarity”. Additional contributions to expand this presentation are welcome. Contact Anne Field, afield@bctf.ca if you have a submission or questions. * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * CODEVELOPMENT CANADA’S ANNUAL DINNER  Here’s an invitation to support and celebrate CoDevelopment Canada, BCTF’s project partner in Latin America. CoDevelopment Canada invites you to join them on Saturday, June 1st (doors at 5:30pm) for CoDev’s annual fundraising dinner at the (NOTE Location Change) Fraserview Hall (8240 Fraser Street, Vancouver). Come celebrate 28 years of building partnerships between like-minded organizations, in Canada and Latin America, to empower women, foster Canadian-Latin American partnerships, and strengthen civil society. It will be an evening of great food, good friends, fantastic entertainment, and our popular silent and dessert auctions! For more information, go to: http://www.codev.org/2013/04/tickets-on-sale-for-2013-solidarity-fundraising-dinner/   * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * INTERNATIONAL SOLIDARITY E-MAIL LISTS   Know anyone who might be interested in receiving the BCTF’s International Solidarity News in their e-mail? Have them send a request to be added to the list to afield@bctf.ca. Get on the CoDevelopment Canada Partners in Solidarity newsletter list by going to their website at http://www.codev.org/ and going to their Newsletter Archive page. CoDev also has a blog, at http://www.codev.org/blog-2/ .  Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2014/05/bc-teachers-wage-class-size-proposals.html?showComment=1401399473909,Staffroom Confidential: BC Teachers' Wage & Class size proposals: Myths & Realities Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Wednesday, May 28, 2014 BC Teachers' Wage & Class size proposals: Myths & Realities I wrote the original version of this post in January 2012, during our last contract negotiations. Since then, teachers have had two more years of zero increases (2012, 2013). Here is an updated version - more relevant than ever. BC teachers are in contract negotiations asking for a fair deal. What do we mean by fair exactly?  Teachers are focused on two priorities: class size/composition, and salary. As far as class size, we want only what was taken in 2002. We want the government to go back to the class sizes in place at that time and restore the funding so Boards can achieve this. We want what the Supreme Court of British Columbia said is rightfully due to us and BCs students in January this year, but is now under appeal from the government. Some in the media are suggesting we need to "compromise". While I accept that premise in respect of wages (as does the BCTF bargaining team), as far as class size goes, it really is unfair. Imagine if someone came and stole your house. You argue that you should get it back because it was stolen. You go to court and the court says you should get it back. Is the fair solution to give the thief half your house? This is what "compromise" means for class size. With respect to salary, teachers want to "keep up" and "catch up". What do we mean by that? We want to keep up with inflation, and we want to catch up with Canadian teachers in other provinces. Teachers in BC now rank near the bottom in salaries across Canada, despite the fact that our cost of living is one of the highest and that BC weathered the recession better than most other provinces. BC has been out of recession since 2010 and is experiencing moderate growth. The government wants teachers to take 6.5% over six years. The government claims that taxpayers cannot afford higher increases to public sector wages and that wages must remain flat because the government "can't afford it". Do these arguments make sense? Are they justified? Or should teachers just accept the government offer? Here are my answers to these questions. Myth #1: Teachers should not get much of a wage increase because the government can't afford it Reality #1: There was no deficit when the Liberals took power in 2001. Through a series of income tax cuts and corporate tax cuts, the Liberals went from a surplus to a deficit. Yes, the recession of 2009 impacted government revenues. But not as much as tax cuts have. Moreover, the government has found plenty of money for spending when it feels the spending is a priority. There was money for the BC Place roof ($500 million). There was money for the Olympics (over $1 billion). There was money for smart meters ($900 million). There was money for new government network systems ($1.2 billion to Telus). There seems to be plenty of money for the CEO's of crown corporations like BC Ferries (David Hahn's pension value - over $10 million). More recently, there was money for 18% pay increases to Christy Clark's top aides in government. The fact is that the government is using the deficit that it created as an excuse to take money away from public services and the people who provide them. The money is there. It is a matter of priorities. It is simply unfair to make one group of workers pay for a deficit created by tax cuts to other people and corporations. Private sector workers are seeing increases. Other public sector workers are seeing increases  and notably have had increases in the last two years when teachers took zero.  Moreover how is it fair to make middle income earners pay for tax cuts that disproportionately benefited the wealthy and corporations? It just isn't. Myth #2: Teachers should accept what other public sector workers have taken (follow the "pattern") Reality #2: The government likes to compare us to two public sector unions - BCGEU and HEU. If they honestly calculated a "pattern" among all public sector workers, it would be clear there is great variation. Let's take BC nurses as an example. Here is a spreadsheet on the BC government web site showing nurses wage increases since 1974. While teachers have had zeros since our last increase of 2% on July 1, 2010, in the same time nurses have had 4% of increases after their 2010 bump of 4.2%. So since January 2010, nurses had a total of 8.2% while teachers had 2%. This is a pretty different "pattern". Similarly, while CUPE/BCGEU/HEU has taken a lower prospective salary deal, they are also coming off of two years with 2/2 or 2/1.5. So if they agree(d) to take something lower for the next four years, that has to be in the context of their last two years as well. Collective bargaining allows both sides to make arguments about salary given the time and circumstances. This may differ across sectors. The government certainly doesn't insist on a "pattern" unless it wants to point to the lowest common denominator and insist that it is the only "pattern" around.  And they never compare those of us doing front line jobs with the "pattern" in management and for MLAs. Let's not forget the massive pay hikes for MLAs in 2007 that reached the double digits - as high as 48%. Myth #3: BC teachers already have high salaries Reality #3: After five years of university training, BC teachers begin with a wage in the mid $40's, if they are full time. Many teachers only get part time work for the first 3-5 years of their career. It takes ten years of full time work to reach the maximum salary, which is about $75,000 for most teachers. BC teachers rank near the bottom in Canada compared to teachers in other provinces. A teacher at the top of the salary scale in BC earns on average $20,000 less than a comparably experienced teacher in Alberta and $15,000 less than one in Ontario. Yet BC has the highest cost of living and the highest housing prices in the country. Myth #4: The numbers Reality #4: The numbers explained (warning - math reading ahead!) Teachers' last wage proposal (April 30) is for an across the board increase in each of the four years as follows: 3, 2.75, 2.5, 2.5. This adds up to 10.75% In addition, the proposal includes a "cost of living" adjustment based on a portion of the Cost Price Index rate for the previous twelve months. In the first year, it is .5 times the CPI, in the remaining four years .75 times the CPI. So if the CPI were 1% in year one, the cost of living adjustment would be .5%. If the CPI remained at 1% for all four years, the total COLA increases would be 3.25%. Add these together to get the BCTF number widely quoted in the media of 13.5% The rationale for the teachers' wage proposal is to "catch up and keep up". The basic wage increases are the catch up portion. They are aimed at bringing teachers back to the middle of the pack in terms of teacher wages across Canada, phased in over four years. The cost of living adjustments are to ensure that the wage does not decline in "real dollars" due to inflation. Given that the proposal is for below the CPI, it is still possible the "catch up" would be reduced if there were strong inflationary pressures. In other words, if inflation is high, we would still be significantly behind our Canadian colleagues. BCPSEA is using the figure 15.9% to describe the teachers' proposal (or in their loaded wording "demand"). I believe they are using 1.5% for their CPI estimates. But that still only brings us to a total of 14.875%. So perhaps they are applying some compounding to the numbers? I don't know. If they are, it is disingenuous, as no other figures (such as the notorious "pattern") are compounded. But regardless, which CPI estimate is reasonable? The CPI average for the year in April 2014 was indeed 1.5%. This is probably the source of BCPSEA's number. But the actual proposal indicates that the CPI number to be used is for the January - December period. Since the agreement would come into force as of the expiration of the previous agreement, the first application would be for the CPI for 2013. Since this is negative, there would be no COLA increase for the first year. In some respects, the CPI rates are hard to estimate...they vary quite a lot. But the average for the last five years was .94%. For the last ten the number is 1.43%. See the CPI rates here. A reasonable thing to say is that if inflation averages that of the last five years, 13.5% is the better estimate. If inflation averages that of the last ten years, 14.875% is the better estimate. In neither case is 15.9% the right number.  Moreover, if the 10.75% "catch up" brings us back somewhere to the "middle of the pack" of teacher salaries across Canada, the roughly 3 - 5% cost of living adjustment will still be behind what those other salaries will be increasing, looking at recent agreements like Saskatchewan, where they will go up 7.3% in the same time period. Finally, if we take BCPSEA's CPI estimate together with their offer of 6.5% over six years, we see that they are offering a wage cut. At that estimate, just inflation would be 9%. Myth #5: Teachers are asking for too much Reality #5: Teachers want to keep up with inflation. Teachers want to catch up with their colleagues in other provinces. Teachers have taken seven years of zero increases since 1998 (in 1998, 1999, 2004, 2005, 2011, 2012, 2013). This leaves us far behind, and is why we are ranked near the bottom across Canada for teacher salaries. Teachers traded salary for smaller class sizes and those class size provisions were later eliminated. It is perfectly reasonable to ask for cost of living increases and wage adjustments to catch up with our Canadian colleagues. Teachers have seen their net pay go down in both real and inflationary terms. Like other workers, we are paying more for MSP premiums, more for CPP and EI, more for gas and food, and taking home less. In addition, teachers in the lower mainland, in particular, face some of the highest costs of anywhere in Canada. Myth #6: Class size and composition will cost $1 billion Reality #6: The best estimate for the cost of class size provisions to be returned to the collective agreement comes from government itself in it's submission to the courts. That estimate is $275 million (see para 335 for Treasury Board costing of savings introduced by eliminating class sizes), in 2002 dollars. So perhaps in the order of $350 million today. Certainly not $1 billion. I haven't seen any justification of this number by the government. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 5:35 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 8 comments: Carol MargaretMay 28, 2014 at 8:22 PM teachers deserve everything they are asking for in my books, they are teaching your children the best they can with the class sizes and no support from gov't, who doesn't seem to care, while they are getting their raises with no problem, and don't do half the work teachers do, period????? get it????ReplyDelete Mlle. JMay 29, 2014 at 8:57 AM Check out this link to an interview that aired this on CBC radio. Diane Whitmore-Schanzenbach is an Economist that studies education policy at North Western University in Chicago. She speaks about class sizes and directly refutes Fassbender's assertion that class size doesn't matter and has no effect on kids. “But when we think about the costs and benefits of educational intervention such as class size reduction we really need to think about the long term impact that having higher quality education systems brings to the economy over the long term.” Click to listen: https://soundcloud.com/stephen-quinn-24/the-early-edition-class-size-diane-whitmore-schanzenbach-interviewReplyDelete Tara EhrckeMay 29, 2014 at 11:02 AM Thanks - yes - I haven't touched even on the work teachers do and it's value to society...ReplyDelete Kevin YeatesMay 29, 2014 at 11:52 AM This could be very interesting reading. It’s really unfortunate that the first Reality is quite misleading. The writer states “Reality #1: There was no deficit when the Liberals took power in 2001. Through a series of income tax cuts and corporate tax cuts, the Liberals went from a surplus to a deficit.” First off, deficit and debt are two different things so we shouldn’t confuse them. The debt was definitely there in 2001 and for years and years prior as well as today. The deficit refers to the amount that year’s planned expenditures exceed the planned income. Every year the preceding government was in power there was a deficit. In 2000 the government had planned a deficit budget. My recollection is that as a result of an unforeseen and unplanned massive spike in the purchase of BC power by California, there was a massive windfall of money into the provincial coffers. That resulted in a surplus year. It did not come about as a result of any government planning or intelligence. So presenting the idea that the Liberal gov’t brought about deficit financing in 2001 after a surplus year is quite misleading. As a result I stopped reading at Myth #1. If it is misleading, the rest may well be. It is unfortunate as the balance of the article may be quite accurate. This observation does not lessen my distaste for the government's approach to "bargaining". I am simply pointing out that including less than unbiased information in an argument weakens or nullifies the argument.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeMay 29, 2014 at 2:37 PM Of course I am biased, but I do try not to be misleading. With respect to the tax cut/deficit argument, here is a more detailed analysis: http://thetyee.ca/Views/2005/05/05/LibsBigFib/Delete Kevin YeatesMay 29, 2014 at 9:16 PM Tara, The article you have linked to appears to be the source of the confusion regarding the difference between debt and deficit. If you go to http://www.rbc.com/economics/economic-reports/provincial-economic-forecasts.html and look under Provincial Details you can download the report for BC. You will see there the stats that show what I was talking about. You will also see that the Tyee article doesn’t appear to understand the difference between debt and deficit. Page 2 of the Provincial Details report shows the Provincial Budget Balances since 1981. You can see how the NDP were running deficit budgets every year save 2000 where the windfall occurred. Page 9 shows the net provincial debt. I cannot locate a link to the actual deficit budget the NDP put forth in 2000. Here is a link to the lawsuit the State of California launched against BC Hydro for the money made in 2000/01. http://www.vancouversun.com/business/judge+rules+against+Hydro+billion+dollar+California+energy+dispute+with+video/7996973/story.html It appears you have based some of your article on information from the Tyee article. That article clearly appears to be less than accurate in its reporting of the facts at the time. It’s unfortunate that the strength of your arguments have been undermined by what appear to be errors in the article you drew upon. Delete EmilyMay 29, 2014 at 9:37 PM Eric, forgive what you see as an error and read the rest of her article. Delete Reply gdottJune 1, 2014 at 12:45 PM Kevin, I refrained from taking a close look at the links you provided refuting, in essence, the entirety of Tara's post. If she was mislead by a link online to the Tyee, I suspect that most links online will be suspect. I respectfully cannot read the ones you point to at risk of being mislead. As for the post itself, when it comes down to the myths specifically related to the current job action (as apposed to background like debit vs deficit) I couldn't agree more. I personally find the careful language employed by Ms. Clark and Mr. Fassbender through this process insulting. I am married to a teacher. Her family are all teachers. Eight of them altogether. this is destroying them, their inspiration and their resolve. In the past ten years my wife spends no less than 10 hours a week marking. Until the last couple of years, no less than 30 extra hours at home banging out report cards for each reporting period. Her time at school averaged 10.5 hours per day. Every year for the last 10 or so years her and I have invested up to $4,000 per year into supplies for her classroom. A few years ago I realized that just within our family of teachers 2 other couples do the same and at roughly the same amount. Where is the accountability on the part of our elected officials to really see and understand what is going on and to negotiate a fair deal? I am also further discouraged by the the reaction by some of the public.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ▼  May (5) Why I'm on the picket line BC Teachers' Wage & Class size proposals: Myths & ... BC Teachers: Liability & the Lockout When is a lockout not a lockout? The ABCs of the teachers' fight ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11176,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2002 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 14, Number 4, Jan./Feb. 2002  Yours for the asking B.C. Transplant Society school program The B.C. Transplant Society (BCTS) developed a school education program to educate our youth about the option of organ and tissue donation and the need to improve understanding about the success of organ transplantation. The presentations to schools are made by fully trained volunteers. One Surrey teacher wrote: "The representation was effective and informative. The volunteers kept the attention of a class of 16- and 17-year-olds for 70 minutes. No small feat. Many teenagers believe themselves to be immortal, so being a donor or a recipient has never been considered. Thank you… it is an important message." Since April 2000, eight school districts have been contacted, and all have agreed to the program. The BCTS is working to expand its volunteer base to ensure that all districts are afforded this option. The focus is on Grade 11 and 12 students. The presentation, approximately 40 minutes long, consists of an 18-minute video, a recipient’s story, and a donor family’s story. General information about the process is provided and a question and answer period follow. To schedule a presentation in your school, contact Sally Greenwood at 1-800-663-6189, or e-mail Sally_Greenwood@bcts.hnet.bc.ca. Gay Straight Alliances Handbook Gay and Lesbian Educators of B.C. (GALE-BC) have just produced an exciting new secondary- and middle-school resource to help counteract homophobia in school. Creating and Supporting a Gay Straight Alliance is designed to help teachers and students foster a more positive and supportive school climate for all. This 22-page handbook will help with the establishment of Gay Straight Alliance clubs in schools. It includes sections on why schools need GSA clubs, steps for starting GSAs, GSA activity ideas, GSA student-leader advice, sponsor-teacher tips, as well as resources (print, video, and web based). GSA clubs have sprung up in secondary schools in B.C. over the past two years, as a result of the BCTF and GALE-BC working together in partnership with students and teachers. In April, the BCTF sponsored a GSA conference for metro-region sponsor teachers and student leaders. There are 900 GSA clubs in schools in the U.S.A. and about 15 in B.C. The BCTF also provides a free workshop for teachers on Starting GSAs in Schools. Contact the Professional Development Division for details. To order a copy of this new resource, contact GALE-BC at galebc.org, or e-mail gale_bc@canada.com. The cost of each is $4, including postage. Cheques should be payable to GALE-BC. The mailing address is GALE-BC, Box 93678, Nelson Park P.O., Vancouver, BC, V6E 4L7. BCTF Lesson Aids Service will also be stocking this resource soon. Ask for it in your secondary school as it was sent to all PD Reps, local presidents, and the district-social-justice contacts in mid-November. Build, learn, teach renewable energy You and your students can explore the science of renewable energy by visiting www.re-energy.ca to see how to construct working models of wind turbines that harness real energy from the sun, wind, water, and biomass. You can ignite a flame from manure by building a biogas generator, generate wind power using a reused water bottle, and bake a batch of cookies with a solar oven you build yourself. Download construction plans, lesson plans, backgrounders, and links to many exciting resources and organizations. An excellent resource for Grades 7–12 science teachers. More internet tools: www.climatechangesolutions.com, www.re-energy.ca, www.ecoaction.ca Source: Pembina Institute, www.pembina.org. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media jthornthwaite last tweet "Please join me in recognizing the vital work foster families do for B.C. kids http://t.co/bdYy1yh9Jc #FosterFamilyMonth #northvan #bcpoli" @jthornthwaite - 10:56pm Follow @jthornthwaite BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=18268&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 6, April 2009  Paths to Professional Autonomy Professional autonomy By Eric Bonfield Teachers enjoy teaching in an environment where we feel independent, self-directing, and able to exercise our judgment to meet the diverse needs of our students. As professionals, we feel oppressed when a single view of what it means to be a good teacher is imposed on us and we fear the loss of the rich variety of ways to educate individual students in our care. A dynamic and inherent tension between the public ethos that constrains our practice with standards, statutes, codes, and discipline exist on one hand as constraints. On the other hand, our creative and responsible risk-taking motivates and inspires us to meaningfully respond to the relational context that defines our practice. This tension or contradiction between constraint and creativity is amplified when teachers as professionals become reflective practitioners. Teachers who reflect-in-action, question the definition of the task, the theories that they bring to it, and the measures of performance by which they are controlled. Teachers question these things because they can often include unsubstantiated public pressure, and school board, principal, or colleague decisions. Teachers challenge how these decisions become embedded expectations of their teaching practice as exemplified in the Surrey book-banning case. This form of critical thinking about teaching practice includes being critical of school- or district- wide patterns of selective inattention to the neediest students. The idea of reflective practice can help to demystify the tension and contradictions that we feel as teaching professionals. As professionals, we claim specialized knowledge of teaching that is value-laden and evaluative in its orientation and as such is potentially coercive. The scope of our professional judgment is limited by uncertainty, instability, uniqueness, and conflict. When research doesn’t apply or sustain our practice needs, then the teacher can’t legitimately claim to be an expert, but only prepared to reflect-in-action. Teachers regard their teaching environments as unique and the application of standard theories or techniques are sometimes not useful. In the minutes that a teacher problem-solves with a student, they construct an understanding of the situation as they find it and therefore reframing it is essential. It is this act of reframing the problem and its solution as a reflective activity that transforms and buttresses our professional autonomy. The emerging picture of the professional teacher is one who balances the tension between the constraints, values, and principles of society, with the autonomy necessary to foster responsible and relational risk-taking as reflective- practitioners. A useful tool appropriate to resolving the tension between freedom and responsibility, as autonomous professionals, is the establishment of appropriate forms of ethical interface. While significant aspects of professional practice should be guided by teachers reframing problems through reflective practice, a professional community is useful for creating, maintaining, and developing methods, standards, and norms for its ethical interface. Professional conversations are important to the process of interpreting and understanding the unique and particular of practice over the universal claims of theory. While it is important for teachers to guard against arbitrary restraints on their professional autonomy, it is equally important that teachers tolerate the statutory and ethical constraints imposed upon them as professionals. We are responsible to our profession and to ourselves as individuals, to encourage and nurture a dialogic understanding of our practice that recognizes the work that we do as theoretically guided and idiosyncratically inspired. Authentic professional conversations help us to support our interdependence as creators and guides to our independent practice as teachers. Our professional autonomy is built upon the language that we speak together that redescribes what we do as teachers and validates our self-conception and public persona as a distinct vocation worthy of professional status. Eric Bonfield, second vice-president, Surrey Teachers’ Association.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=15684&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2008 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 20, Number 6, April 2008  Teen philosophers? The Philosophers’ Café program is looking for a few keen secondary school teachers to head up a Philosophers’ Café for teens. Simon Fraser University will help you get it running. The goal of the SFU Philosophers’ Café program is to bring accessible dialogue to the community through cafés located throughout southern British Columbia. We think teenagers would enjoy participating in their own café—especially if it is conveniently located in their school. Secondary school students are just beginning to flex their intellectual muscles and are discovering that we live in a very complex world where there are many sides to every issue. This "club" gives them a chance to discover and voice their opinions on topics that are relevant to them. Given the opportunity, most will have a passionate opinion on such issues as public vs. private education, following your head or your heart, and the meaning of your appearance. This is not a debating club, students do not need to prepare, nor even show up every week, but what they will hopefully come away with is a tolerance for other points of view and an appreciation for critical thought. Lunch is an ideal time for feeding the body as well as the mind. There is no cost to your school, just a commitment to work with us—we will provide you with ongoing guidance and support. As a teacher, you are an ideal moderator already. You know how to introduce information that will pique curiosity and provoke discussion. Eventually, let students choose or submit topics themselves. Or you may prefer providing the topics (or choose from our list) if it gives you more control and makes it more interesting to you. We think this program is ideal in terms of simplicity, but powerful in how it stimulates and provokes, and we look forward to partnering with BC teachers on this exciting initiative. Please feel free to contact me (Diane Mar-Nicolle) for more information (dmarnico@sfu.ca, 778-782-5215) or visit our website at www.philosopherscafe.net.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=21606&printPage=true,BCTF News Releases  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2010 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  October 4, 2010 World Teachers’ Day: A time to celebrate quality public education   On October 5, World Teachers’ Day, people in many countries gather to celebrate the enormous contribution of the world’s 55 million teachers to nurturing students, building communities, and creating a better future.  Declared by UNESCO and first commemorated in 1994, World Teachers’ Day is a national holiday in some African nations. Although education is enshrined in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 72 million children around the world are still denied that fundamental right.  By contrast, British Columbians are fortunate to benefit from one of the world’s finest, most inclusive public education systems, with some of the most highly qualified teachers anywhere.  “Despite our many challenges and the numerous aspects we would still like to see improved, the fact remains that our public school system is the envy of the world,” said BCTF President Susan Lambert. “Of course, the quality and commitment of the teachers in our system are central to that achievement.”  Recent research by the BCTF into the working lives of BC teachers shows them to be highly trained, hardworking, and committed to ongoing professional development.  All BC teachers have a minimum of five years’ post-secondary education, but the survey found that more than half have undertaken significant additional professional training beyond that. One-quarter of BC teachers have completed their Masters degrees, and one percent have earned PhDs.  The comprehensive survey, with returns from more than 560 teachers across the province, also found that BC teachers are devoting long hours to their professional duties. On average, full-time teachers worked 47.8 hours per week. Almost one-quarter of teachers work between 50 and 59 hours per week, and almost 10% work 60 or more hours per week.  “These research findings reflect the deep commitment of BC’s teachers to doing their very best to meet the individual needs of all students,” Lambert said. “We really mean it when we say kids matter, and teachers care.”  -  30  - For more information, contact Nancy Knickerbocker, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell).)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=28139&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 25, Number 2, October 2012   Looking back  By Chris Bocking   70 years ago October 1942—A few years ago the problem of unemployed youth was staring this country in the face. Nobody wanted to give the out-of-school boy of 1934 a job; nobody was willing to pay to keep him in school. So he drifted. He wandered aimlessly from one end of Canada to the other seeing the country from the top of a box-car. He stood around street corners watching life go by, or hung around the school grounds quarreling with the other boys when they came out to play. Now the youth is coming back in the role of the hometown boy who ran away and returned rich to bask in the warmth of the other boys’ envy. He has one pocket full of candy and another full of cigarettes and he is very generous with both. These young people need guidance and there seems to be no way of giving it to them. The school has lost touch with them, and parents are frequently just as bewildered. – The BC Teacher  50 years ago Sept./Oct. 1962—Many local associations now face pressure from their school boards to embark upon projects in payment of teachers according to merit. One consideration often overlooked by the advocates of merit pay is the complex interplay of factors in the educational process. No teacher is entitled to sole credit for the achievement of the pupils who are temporarily under his jurisdiction. His apparently meritorious record may be due in various measures to the effective preparation of the youngsters by excellent teaching in earlier grades, to the inspiration they may gain from other teachers in the current grade, and to constructive influences exerted by home and community. It seems manifestly unfair that a teacher should receive, or be denied, individual merit recognition on the basis of a record which has been influenced by so many factors which are beyond his control. – The BC Teacher  30 years ago Sept./Oct. 1982—The crisis for education is not only an economic one. The provincial government is actively discrediting the public system of education and denigrating the people who work in it. Teachers are being told by provincial government that they must sacrifice either part of their salaries or one in 10 of their colleagues. You may have regarded that as a reasonable request, given the tenor of the times, or as a form of extortion not normally associated with civilized urbane societies. The propaganda mills—and the Bennett government is one huge propaganda mill—will be churning out the story that teachers, like other workers, were victims of the slumping world economy, of high interest rates, of a distressed housing market in the USA, of a decline in demand for BC’s resources, of a subsequent loss of revenues, and the need to share the burden. – The BC Teacher  10 years ago Sept./Oct. 2002—The Campbell government knew within days of the election that its proposed tax cuts would sink provincial finances and force cuts to health, education, and other public programs. But despite the reports, the premier continued to publicly claim the cuts would pay for themselves. Throughout the 2001 provincial election, the BC Liberals stated their proposed tax reductions would be self-financing and not result in drastic cuts to public-sector programs. However, documents obtained by CUPE show the Ministry of Finance was conducting studies within days of the election that examined both the impact of the tax cuts and of slashing public services to pay for those cuts. – Teacher Newsmagazine  Chris Bocking, Keating Elementary School, Saanich   )
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "Gr8 event honoring Taiwan ROC w many friends @douglasbing @marvinhunt4bc @KerryLynneFindl @mhlchiu26 @prairiechinois http://t.co/85TUCQsbrI" @John_Yap - 05:40pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2014/09/tentative-agreement-yes-or-no.html?showComment=1410979672457,Staffroom Confidential: Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, September 16, 2014 Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Despite what I know was a herculean effort on the part of our bargaining team, I very much hope that BC teachers will vote no to the tentative agreement. After five weeks of strike, and twelve years of legal battles, this is not the deal that will restore sanity to public education and it is not a fair deal for teachers and students. Just as teachers in Saskatchewan rejected a deal to ensure a better outcome, I hope BC teachers will consider a no vote to let our team know we have to go back to the bargaining table. Class size, composition The agreement provided a modified LIF fund starting at $75 million per year and increasing to $85 by the last year. It is for teachers only, which will mean a slight improvement in Districts where sizeable portions were spent on Education Assistants or senior District staff rather than teachers. However, in an average size District like Victoria (20,000 students, 1,000 teachers), this will translate into about 5-10 more teachers. That is one for every five schools. To put it in comparison, Justice Griffin's judgement estimated the lost funding due to lost class size language at about $330 million in current dollars. (Read more here about the proposed Education Fund.) I heard so many teachers speak up about the need to ensure that we do not return to over-crowded classes when the strike ends. This agreement does very little to alleviate what is the most pressing issue. Throwing away the court victory The agreement provides a "reopener" in the event we win on appeal our class size language. What this means is that the language returns, but is not implemented until new language is negotiated. Without the actual implementation of the returned language, there will be very little incentive for the government to bargain it back. We would essentially be back in the very same position we are in today, with government trying to bargain it out and us trying to bargain it back in. In my opinion, even if we were legislated back to work we would be in a superior position. If we won the appeal the government would then be forced to implement the language. We are thus throwing away our historic court victory and the bargaining pressure it potentially creates. The reopener is really only mildly less offensive than E80. In both cases, we have to bargain back what was illegally taken from our contract and the government will probably never have to restore it. In fact, the "reopener" creates the perfect opportunity for government to lock us out to try and force us to agree to something far inferior. Throwing away the remedy for the last twelve years The agreement provides $105 million to compensate for grievances over-sized classes for the last twelve years. Using Justice Griffin's estimates, our loss is roughly $300 million times 12 = over $3 billion. I cannot fathom how $105 million is a fair compromise. The BCTF's original proposal to put this money back into the system was a more fair and productive approach. This agreement means we can no longer go to the courts for a fair remedy. Wages The agreement is very close to government's original offer. While I would be willing to accept this if the class size language was returned, teachers should not be taking such a significant monetary loss without the commensurate gain in working conditions. We have lost roughly 12% of our annual salary. We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut. Minimal improvements There are very minimal improvements in preparation time for elementary teachers (10 minutes per week), and TTOC daily rate. The TTOC daily rate change may depend on your grid placement. It could actually be a wage loss for long term TTOCs who are above category 5 and step 7. There is also $11 million in health and dental benefits. At 40,000 members, this is $275 each. Hardly worth consideration in the context of the rest of the agreement. What next? There are a variety of options if we vote no. We can continue the strike. We can choose to return to work and continue bargaining. We do not, and should not, accept an agreement that doesn't meet our needs and doesn't meet the needs of students and public education. When Saskatchewan teachers rejected the first deal which had 5.5% wage increases over four years, the second deal had 7.3% increases over four years. They have said this still isn't good enough. For us, our main issue is classroom conditions. We need to say this isn't good enough. The way to do that is to vote no. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 7:48 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 124 comments: Troy MooreSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:17 PM The EC recommendation states the open clause will be argued from restored language. However, selling our grievances for nothing as the 105 million is strike savings, is plenty of reason to vote no. Further, no composition caps, but a fund controlled by Superintendents is enough reason to vote no. Thursday I will vote no.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:06 PM Re-opener also says "education fund" in place until new language bargained, so old language can disappear forever.Delete Reply Mme RousseauSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:33 PM Government starved us to death hoping we'd vote yes to whatever deal they'd offer. Planned it from the start.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:07 PM We can sill choose (collectively) to return to work if we reject this deal. Many options.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:09 PM Great analysis, Tara! I think that returning to work would be a bad idea. This will frustrate parents more if they need to find new ways to deal with taking care fo kids. USe the money given to you by the other unions. I am a teacher who had to quit for stress over the terrible condition of work (split FI grade 4/5, several low LD kids with little support, one severe with no support, 2 gifted (no support), and a principal who expected me to teach 2 separate social studies AND science programs)Delete Reply Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:56 PM Good points by all but the gov't succeeded in starving my family out and completly breaking us. I will be voting YES and live to fight another dayReplyDelete Replies schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:21 PM 'Fight another day'? In the last twelve years that we have been pushing back against this government, never has the tide tide been so much with teachers, class size/composition, and public education - and never has the government been pushed back onto the ropes (especially with the call for binding arbitration). What 'other day' is being proposed that we wait for? Now is the time. Vote 'no' and give the BCTF bargaining team a renewed mandate to get a decent deal for students and teachers.Delete Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:10 PM "Another day" means to wake up and realize that 2more weeks means my family of 5 could lose our home. It means I will do all I can to recall Cc, Factbender, and other mla's, and maybe even having "a guy I know" have a chat with them. In year 1 of their reign, I don't believe they even know what "the ropes" are. I will vote YES ...for my family, and I can live with thatDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:12 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply Karen FergusonSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:03 PM Just a question: When the Saskatchewan teachers voted no, had they already been on strike for 5 weeks?ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM No. They are working with no contract. They are not on strike.Delete Shannon DavisSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:23 AM I am a Saskatchewan teacher. We are not on strike; we are currently in the conciliation process after voting "no" to 2 previous offersDelete Reply "Mama Rose"September 16, 2014 at 9:27 PM Can we truly return to work without agreeing and continue bargaining? When I suggested returning to work a few weeks ago, the answer was "being on strike puts pressure on the gov't and without pressure they have no reason to settle." And can you explain more how legislating us back would be better than agreeing to this deal? And finally, why would the BCTF executive put forward a deal that was not a good one?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:30 PM Because they need confirmation of the resolve of the membership to get something better. That is what a no vote does.Delete Reply Troylana MSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:28 PM some great points to ponder, tara......thinking thinking....ReplyDelete schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:43 PM If we vote 'no' to the tentative deal we still have options: We'd not have a contract. But we could... a) strike with full picket lines b) partially strike with phase 1 (work-to-rule) in schools c) partially strike with periodic/rotating job action d) continue negotiating e) return to work and re-escalate strike f) some/all of the above ReplyDelete Replies Caroline MackenzieSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:21 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:14 PM a) will expedite matters (I say less that 3 days)Delete Reply danabjornsonSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:05 PM I am thinking that a legislated, crappier contract would only be in effect for 2 years max (before elections...). If we take this offer, then we will be agreeing to this pseudo-E80. Should we win the court case (which we likely will), we will have to settle on the terms of the THIS negotiated contract which doesn't actually restore learning conditions; it simply allows for those conditions to be negotiated. If we say n, then we default to the 2002 contract, which DOES restore the language. A "yes" vote is saying that we are good on "crumbs"; a "no" vote is saying we want an actual meal. That's my understanding, anyway. Please correct me where I am wrong, Tara. :)ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:44 PM And word is IF they legislate, they could opt to legislate back Grade 10-12 only causing the union to have to lay off all teachers and re-hire based on seniority. That will tear the union at the seams pitting teacher against teacher for those positions. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:17 PM There will be a general strike if that were to happen! They better not do this. They will regret it.Delete Reply imaginefunlearningSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:09 PM Some good points on the background of our fight over the past 12 years, which I have been actively engaged in; however we need to recognize the climate we are in. We are not in Sask. people! We have just come through a very long summer!! We need to thank our @bctf bargaining team & recognize the toll this has taken on all of us & our families. I don't have the luxury of more time on the strike line. This may be as good as it gets. Let's read the agreement and consider getting back to work and making some $ again! That's my 2 cents worth, which would come in really handy right now!!!ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:18 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply RobSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:11 PM Go back in work to rule mode. Work this winter to recall every Liberal MLA. ThAt is the only way to apply pressure to these criminals. ReplyDelete Replies Kate RestonSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:03 PM Recall! Not sure who won the battle but the war is still onDelete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:14 AM Well said Kate... I agree 100%Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:20 PM I think say NO and a better deal will be done in less than 3 days. These guys are not criminals, they are lower than that. I bet they get a sick pleasure in hurting the kids and the teachers.Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:31 PM An official recall is in the works: https://www.facebook.com/groups/316129595235450/?fref=ts Please consider joining.Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:26 AM Leah - do you honestly think anyone who voted BC Liberal did so thinking that they would act any differently on the education file?Delete Reply JJSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:16 PM I am glad to see other members who share my views. I am outraged at a 1.2 percent "raise" in salary per year that doesn't even meet inflation of currently 2%. I feel used and abused.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:23 PM Not to mention all of the other pittance! I am actually surprised that Iker asked teachers to vote on this! Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:18 PM Hi Tara Thanks for the summary! Will we be able to vote NO to the deal, but vote YES to returning to work? Will there be three options when we vote Thursday? Why did the BCTF agree to a substandard deal for us? If we vote no to a deal that was recommended to us, the teachers look like the bad guys and public approval will plummet. I am very disappointed and frustratedReplyDelete Replies KataSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:12 AM Public approval will not necessarily plummet. I have seen strikes where the membership has voted against the executive's "best results to date", and ended up with a better offer. This offer is an insult. The $300 million will not bring funding to the national average (I believe). More importantly, the wage offer is half of the average wage increase for public and private workers (StatsCan). Delete Reply MontySeptember 16, 2014 at 10:19 PM Thank you, Tara. My thoughts too, more clearly expressed. As well, Thursday is too soon to vote, too soon to vote, too soon to vote........ReplyDelete Richard ChalkeSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:21 PM Vote no and lose every shred of public support...just sayin!ReplyDelete Replies UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:31 AM I am a member of the public and would support a "no" vote. js!.Delete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:01 AM Richard Chalke, NO you won't! I am a mother with 3 adopted special needs children who need to be in a class that is designed for them and others like them (my kids are academically slightly delayed but their issues are more social and behavioural) where they can receive the education they deserve taught in a way they can comprehend. I will speak now for all the parents I know, and we will support the teacher's if they continue to fight for our children's best interest.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:28 PM It might not be pretty at first, but once we explain things (and I hope the Mandarin-speaking teachers flood the Richmond organization that voiced their concerns), they will back us. The 3 billions that the judge came to is the first I hear about. This should be stated to every newsmedia comment section in the province. Minimize pickets and flood those outlets with commenters, just like the Liberals do. Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:45 PM I am a member of the public and a single Mother of a child in the public school system. You will NOT lose one bit of my support if you vote no. I know that you are sacrificing so that my child can have a better education, and I am most grateful for it. Having said that, I also know that you are exhausted and broke. I have been dreading that you may have to settle for less than what you (we) deserve because the government succeeded in breaking you. I am not in your shoes, so cannot judge. If the vote is a yes, I understand and I am still behind you. Delete Reply Alison RocheSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:25 PM It is a crap deal. It's always a crap deal. Once you raise the stakes to striking, anything else is a cave in. The last time we walked out was the 3 day illegal strike where I threw away 1200$ and got EXACTLY the same contract I had the year before. The BCTF called it a win because they didn't rip up MORE of my contract. Ridiculous. There are a few of us that believe that working to contract, doing 100% of your teaching job and nothing more (like paying for supplies out of your own pocket or EC) is the only way teachers will survive this government. What if they get re-elected again? Then what? Teachers have lost thousands to these clowns to make "statements" about the state of public education in this province. We can't keep sacrificing ourselves and our families. And in the meantime, you talk to parents about why you have to take this crappy road. Because up until this strike they mostly didn't care about the state of education, but god forbid you didn't run a Sports Day. Then suddenly they wanted to know what the hell was going on. Keep the conversation going in schools. Attend your PAC meetings and stop enabling this govt to underfund and overwork the system. And still get paid!ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:20 AM I am very excited at the prospect of returning to my beloved job on Friday. However I will NOT continue to put my personal money into my classroom and I will be seriously reconsidering my involvement in extra curriculars. I think we shoot ourselves in the foot with all the unpaid work we so willingly volunteer to do. Delete Reply FCSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:38 PM I heard a rumour last week from a loose lipped government insider that after the 22nd, depending on the outcome of the negotiations the Liberals were going to announce a 3 step process. I was not clear if this was based on 3 steps to resolve the strike (perhaps the 3rd step is legislation??) or 3 steps to overhaul the education system, either way, they will settle it outright. I wish you all luck and all the information that you need to make a sound decision of what you feel is best.ReplyDelete Replies Lisa BurrowsSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:53 PM I have heard similar rumours. On the 23rd, the gov. was planning on introducing a $6000 per year voucher system for 3 choices: an academic or trades program, or something called EducationCanada. Not clear whether their intention was to privatize the public system, de-certify teachers and hire them back under new wage/benefits. Not clear where these rumours originated from. Maybe fear tactics to get teachers to vote yes. In any event, I plan on voting yes. I signed up to be a teacher, not a martyr. This strike has cost us a lot. We need to regain our livelihood and hopefully continue the conversation about class composition. We have at least awakened many people to the issue, and the court case is still an avenue that could eventually improve teaching and learning conditions.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:33 PM I urge all teachers to fight and say NO to this deal. Retired teacher who had to retire because horrendous work conditions. Make me proud. They will not last long if you say NO! I know this is tough, but there is money and I hear that Van City does offer loan at low to 0 %. Banks do allow you to miss a mortgage payment. Go talki to your banker.Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM Will school districts require teachers to make up missed days, as suggested in the media? Will the school calendar be changing to make up for the missed three weeks and if so will we be made aware of those changes PRIOR to the vote? ReplyDelete KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:41 PM "Wages..... We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut." And that is the cost of going on strike!!! There is nothing that can be done about that. You cannot go on strike and put up the raise you want every week to compensate for your time on strike - it doesn't work that way.ReplyDelete Replies Drew StevensonSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:59 AM I believe the missing "..." Suggests that they meant to refer to the losses against inflation since the last wage step increase. Thus this contract does not allow us to recover the buying power lost to inflation since the last non contract or "0%" year. Add those up and compare against the proposed increase and you see that by the end of the contract, we won't be able to afford the same value of goods (loaves of bread, watts of energy, litres of gas) that we could at the end of the last contracts term. It was not a comment about wages that were lost in the strike. Those are really small potatoes when compared to the grinding power of inflation over years and years. The next contract will use this latest for a bench mark so these losses to inflation will grind at all teachers for as long as they teach. A death of a thousand cuts to our ability to afford basic goods and services. Any raise less than inflation is a cut to the value placed on us and on our ability to pay our bills. Delete Reply Ed SSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:09 PM Having lost $20,000 (including summer school wages) as the single income for a family of five is far too much; I will be voting YES to the deal, unless the independently wealthy teachers out there who wish to continue the strike will pay my bills and mortgage for me.ReplyDelete Replies Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:14 PM I feel ya. Yes for meDelete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:18 AM Ed S. With all due respect (and I mean that), how did you lose $20,000 in the strike? Teachers were out 2 weeks (all out) before they were supposed to be in June, and now 3 weeks for the start of school? It is my understanding that teachers don't get paid through the summer months. Please correct me if I'm wrong, wherever I'm wrong. Shouldn't you have been financially alright for the summer months at least? Also all teachers knew this strike had a possibility of extending into the new school year but no one teacher budgeted for this possibility? I'm truly just trying to get a clear picture of where this all stems. NO disrespect intended.Delete BlairSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:12 AM Kelly, not Ed but if you look at the numbers there was the 10% lockout haircut in May/June plus the loss of most of June and the loss of much of September. In our 1 teacher (1 non) household we calculated a $9 K - $10 K loss so far. If you add summer school earnings you can easily make the loss in the $20 k zone. As for budgeting, we budget for the summer, but did not expect the 10% haircut, nor the loss of June/Sept days which completely messed our budgeting calculations. A very good friend (single teaching mother) was crushed by the loss of the June income and is without a penny today.Delete Mr. SmoothSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:35 PM The only one who didn't get a haircut was Jim Iker... and he needs one more than anyone else. What's with that over-coiffed 70"s mullet Jim? Does wonders for the BCTF brand image!Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:55 PM Jim's hair is not open for discussion in a respectful space like this. As for his salary, he is a teacher who does not get paid when we are on strike.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:04 PM Totally agree!Delete Reply Mr. GSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:24 PM If I thought they could do any better I would agree with voting NO, but you have to be realistic. The BCTF does not use professionals to bargain and always ends up with much less than they promise the membership when asking for a strike vote. While this is not a great deal for teachers, I really think you're fooling yourself if you think it'll get any better.ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:02 AM BCTF needs to be replaced with younger more adept representatives and advocates. Also, we should be hiring professional contract negotiators - you don't go into battle with cut throat corporate types with a wooden knife. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:37 PM This is BAD deal! Say NO to it and show those (expletives) that we will not take it anymore! Come on! Show them that teachers have a spine! They will respect us, oddly!Delete Reply retaSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:51 PM I agree with Richard. Those in the public that are uniformed would be furious, and there are many teachers who just can't afford to use their wages as their voice any longer - too much has already been donated to the government. In my opinion, the deal is pretty lame. I am sitting on the fence.ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:24 AM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:26 AM So true!!! I cannot afford to fight this battle for public education any longer. Why is this my personal and professional obligation??? However I think this deal is weak weak weak. I also think its the best we are going to get. Ideologically I'm on the fence but my wallet will vote YES.Delete Reply SirThinksToo MuchSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:54 PM My wife and I will be voting "Yes" on Thursday for it is the middle path. The easy path would have been for us to go back to school with E-80 & E-81 over our heads. The difficult path would be for us to vote "No" and put our mortgage at risk and having to continue asking retired parents for handouts to feed a family with three kids. The middle path is the wisest choice for us considering the current political climate in which those who do not teach are the quickest to judge it harshly.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:41 PM I understand that this is really tough for you! I almost died teaching a few month ago. I had to quit. Please consider holding on and say no. Remember the short loss in salary will be offset in the LONG-RUn by better salary increase. This is a joke! They will be laughing at you even more if we accept this. This is a very bad deal! However, I do respect your position!Delete Reply DaleSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:16 AM Why would classroom conditions be better on October 9th after being legislated back? We have been outplayed because of our stubborn refusal to outdated, tired old tactics. It is because of these actions that have led us to this terrible deal. Time to reset, regroup and stock up for the long haul. Can't do it if half the members commit hara kiri on themselves. We are a union of professionals not a cult. ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:49 AM Could not agree more.Delete schreck!September 17, 2014 at 9:44 AM Could you please advise which tactics you believe could have been used to secure a superior deal?Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:47 AM Full disclosure: I'm a BC Liberal supporter. The only people who would benefit from a NO vote are the BC Liberals. Teachers would be bargaining with no leverage whatsoever and would be viewed by a large segment of the population as unreasonable. The BC Liberals then get portray themselves as the only party capable of dealing with the BCTF. schreck! says that the BCTF has the government on the ropes, but he couldn't be farther from the truth. The government wants people to view the BCTF as their primary opponent. Disputes like this just shore up the BC Liberal base and protect its right flank. Any half-baked recall campaign will only reinforce that. It's true teachers aren't going to recoup the lost wages from the strike. I would suggest to you that that means this job action was probably not in teachers' interests, especially without any sort of appreciable strike fund. This is the best deal teachers were ever going to get with this government and people should have been able to recognize that in June. If you want my advice (which you probably don't), it would be to spend the next 5 years building up a strike fund, electing better leaders, and hiring a professional negotiating team. Don't bring a knife to a gunfight and expect things to go well. Focus on getting the best deal you can from whoever the government is rather than trying to change the government, the HST, Kinder Morgan or a thousand different issues that distract from education and erode the union's finances further. You'd be doing yourself a favour, and probably doing the NDP a favour at the same time. Also, if schreck! is David Schreck, you can thank his opposition to STV for the last two BC Liberal majorities. I know I do.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:11 PM One step would be to stop making political contributions to the NDP. This only contributes to the childish animosity and lack of trust that has constantly characterized negotiations. How else can the Socreds/Liberals view teachers except as enemies when they so publicly support their opponents. This stupid confrontational immature approach has to STOP!!!!! Education should not be a political fight when it is so obviously a valuable benefit to our society. It was an NDP government that legislated teachers back to work in 1993. Stop making education a political fight.Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:10 PM I don't think they have to go that far. CUPE and the Nurses still contribute to the NDP yet they don't have the same acrimonious relationship. CUPE and the Nurses just make their members their priority, and broader advocacy second.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:55 PM Ryan (possibly a Liberal paid commenter), with all due respect, I disagree with you. The cumulative increase in lieu of this will be better. Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can. I say to Iker, ask for 6% over 3 years because these people love to play the 15% over 15 year game to make it so big on the surface. Some people think that this is 15% every year. Believe me! I have seen it in comment sections. Others believe that the 15% is too high not understanding that they must divide things over the duration of the contract. It is time that we play it smarter. It is time to put the foot down and ask for money given to us by other unions, if it is needed. Banks can accept one late mortgage payment. It would be suicidal for them to not help. Imagine the possible damage if that ever leaks out. They could lose a lot in teacher money. I for one would pull my money out of a bank in support! Teachers are going to show this government that we have a spine! Enough is enough! Aren't you tired of being treated like kids? (Retired teacher who almost died in a car accident because of work conditions that were horrendous. I had to quit.)Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 AM Not paid by the BC Liberals. I pay them actually... :/ I imagine astroturfers of any affiliation wouldn't disclose their bias. "Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can." How did that work in May 2013? If the teachers reject a contract that their own union endorsed, it will make teachers seem unreasonable. Whether that perception is true or fair is irrelevant. It's what will happen, and teachers will be weaker as a result. Take my advice. Build up a strike fund and focus on the internal governance of the BCTF for the next 6 years. You'll be better off for it. Or not. I don't mind you or others making it easier for the party I support to get elected. I'd just rather not see kids and teachers hurt in the process.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:37 AM Ah! The "don't-hurt-kids" card, hey, when you have underfunded education for 12 years! WOW! That takes the cake! Are your trolling? Oh! You are serious? :) Would you be surprised if I don't follow your advice, considering your lack of logic? Would you be surprised if others don't follow your advice? It is ttue that bullies like you and your ilks love to show who is the boss, who is the teacher now! I suspect that is at the root of the problem! No one wants to fail in school! No one wants to get the strap! Sad that today's teachers don't like it too! But, who cares, we are ... teachers! We deserve it! BAH! BAH! BAH!Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:22 PM That's fine. I look forward to another 16 years of BC Liberal government.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:41 PM 16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate! Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan! Sociopaths do that!Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 9:35 AM "16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate!" 16 years of our opponents still don't understand why they lost. Like I said, that's fine with me. If I said the Liberals would be in power for at least another 13 years back in 2004 you probably would have laughed too. Heck, if I told you on May 13 last year that the BC Liberals would be reelected on May 14 you'd probably have laughed too. And you were wrong. Why is that? Answer that question if you want the NDP to win the next election. Without a correct answer to it, the NDP's cause is hopeless. "Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan!" You feel they are flawed, and that's fine. I don't go around calling people who disagree with me sociopaths, nor do I accuse them of being paid shills. But I also don't feel much need to address your ad hominems. There are logical arguments to support your position, but argumentum ad hominem is not one of them. It's a textbook logical fallacy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 1:15 PM Ah! Now I get it! It is all ego-based! You think because you voted the winning party that you are a winner and we are losers! You think because you predicted that the Liberals would win, you are winner. That does not make YOU a winner or the Liberals! It is called DEMOGRAPHICS, you expletives. The baby boomers are getting old and because they have more assets and won't make a whole lot more for too long, they need to vote a govn't who is going to do just that! It is not rocket science! WOW! You think you are so superior when your party stole an election with 47% of the popular vote. That's not a majority and your party should not have been elected. BTW, did you delete from your ethical memory the words Ethnic voting scandal? The field is slanted and you know it. However, you are so willing to minimize, forget the scams and bad fairplay tactics like a sociopath is allowed to minimize or ignore his or victims emotions that you don't see that you are the loser, we are the victim of your constant bullying. 1% wage increases after years of 0% increases and you can justify that when Yahoo reports that the average Canadian can hope to get 2.5% this and next year: https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html You Liberals behave like fascists, but we can't call you that because that's not allowed! Well! Guess what? It is and you are. Live with it! You keep on dreaming you are a genius! :) I am retired, getting soon a nice pension, and laughing at you from a beach somewhere! AHAHA! Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 2:14 PM What's with the name calling Peter? For someone claiming to be retired you really don't show the wisdom of age. For someone who talks about logic, you use logical fallacies like ad hominems a lot too. It's a fair point that the BC Liberals didn't get a majority of the vote (and I'm a very big supporter of electoral reform). The BC Liberals + Conservatives did though, and I don't think it's realistic to expect the BC Conservatives to have been more generous had they been part of government. Last time I checked I just voted. I didn't "victimize" anyone. Perhaps your rage is misplaced. If you think the election was "stolen" I'm afraid I have to question your grasp on reality though. "Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?" I'm glad you'll have a pleasant retirement Peter. I have no ill will towards you. I'm not sure why you think I do. I'm not saying people were *right* to vote BC Liberal. That's a matter of opinion. All I'm saying is people *did* vote BC Liberal. More voted BC Liberal than BC NDP for the last 5 elections in a row actually. You need to understand why that happened in order to change it for the next election. Clearly you're not interested in that though. Which is fair enough. Just remember next time you're upset about something the BC Liberals do that your lack of interest is part of why the BC Liberals get elected at all.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 3:23 PM I love your culture --or the lack of thereof! Guess what, stop thinking averybody is white and must follow your little rules. Namecalling? Sociopath? Whaaaat? And, what if you are? Still can't call you that? :) You fascist right-wingers are big on censorship! I just don't like you giving us lessons on how to get the NDP in. As stated, people are voting right of the NDP because it is a matter of demographics and a little ethnic vote buying on the side. The rest is mumbo jombo. Yes, of course, they will have to go on strike in the future and yes they will have to build a strike fund. The Liberals stole that from the BCTF too! And, you wonder why I don't have any respect for them? Yes, electoral reform is needed! We agree!Delete Reply JJ GeorgeSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:46 AM As a parent, I support the teachers and respect whether they choose to vote yes or no. However I noticed a discrepancy here from other information I've read regarding prep time for elementary teachers. Here it states minimal improvement to prep time - only 10 minutes per week being added. Elsewhere I read that it is 100 minutes per week for prep, increasing by an additional 10 minutes in the final year. That is a significant difference, and worth noting. Or have I completely misunderstood?ReplyDelete Replies Anne-MarieSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:59 AM Elementary teachers currently have 90 minutes of preparation time per week so an increase to 100 minutes per week is only gaining 10 minutes. In other provinces and some private schools they have as much as 45 minutes of prep time per day.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:56 PM Thank you for inquiring!Delete DW ZSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:57 PM You're right JJ George. There is a significant difference around the province regarding preparation times. In my district elementary teachers currently get 100 minutes of prep time. This new proposal is useless to me. I'll have to wait 6 years to gain an extra 10 minutes. Delete Reply UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:11 AM Almost nobody gets cost of living adjustments. Also inflation is NOT 2%. Do some research and look at the CPI for BC over the last 24 months. The average over the last 2 years is 0.7%, not 2%. The CPI changes every month so you cant just look at the highest month and declare that THE inflation rate. Check out the 12 month averages document for the actual numbers. http://www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/StatisticsBySubject/Economy/ConsumerPriceIndex.aspx All that being said I support the teachers. if you think this is a bad deal as a parent my dream would be for the teachers to vote no but continue bargaining because I do think the kids need to be in school and I do fear that the teachers will lose all support if the strike continues. All I ask as a parent is that you do your own research and try not to be swayed by all the opinions. ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:01 AM Inflation for August was 2.1% (http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/economy/cpi-report-expected-to-reveal-rise-in-canadas-core-inflation-rate/article20593943/). The CPI is a year-over-year calculation.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:43 AM Inflation should be looked at as a yearly average, not an individual month.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:34 PM The lawyers do not believe we have compromised our court deal. Our leadership would not have sold us out. We dodged a bullet. The Premier had something loaded even if we are not sure what it was. The idea that we could simply return to work is not guaranteed. I think a no vote could easily lead to the Liberals locking us out again because the Premier wants to crush us and she will use any excuse. She did not want to take the advice of her people and do this deal. I am certain a plan for drastic action (where we have to take the concessions they had planned) or worse - was in place. We can't guarantee the press will do any better job explaining the complexities should we say no. They rarely sided with us in markets outside of Vancouver where people are more political and they often misled or allowed others to mislead. They are not helping and would sensationalize. This would see dissolution of support very quickly - especially if we asked for wages. (Though admittedly it angers me that we can't ask for wages without being accused of being greedy when that is what most bargaining units do). But we have argued this is about kids and while this is not ideal - it is better to have teachers than not. The deal does suck in that it does not bring us to par - but this fight needs to be won with a strategy that is political and capacity will do that in another round. We have some support - but it is limited to the choir. We need to have the pews too. We need to build that capacity while working and continue to find allies because the fight is bigger than most people want to consider. This is about ideology and about privatization. Education always was political but never more so than now and we have to fight this party or the conservatives who would do the same or worse. No teacher who is responsible can ignore the politics any longer. That is simply the truth. If you work in the system you better get informed and you better be prepared to fight until retirement for the system. That said, I want to ask the same question others are asking: Why is this the job of 42,000 teachers and not the job of all citizens who want equality to fight for this right? It is time (while the conversation is still on-going and up to and including election night) for us to guide the public where we can but mainly play our part by not propping the system up. Make poverty known. Make noise about shortfalls, ask questions (in the media or in board offices ) about who is going to fix it instead of paying ourselves, volunteer some but wait for the pubic to step up so they see what schools lack. I hate the deal too. But I trust Vince Ready and Iker and I don't think we could have done better right now. I think we dodged a bullet because I have read everything this government has put out and followed the trail. They plan to privatize and they are just looking for the route. Voting YES for now does not mean we are giving up. It does not mean a win in the way we wanted but we have won a battle that will lead to us winning the war. If we don't rest up and stock up we might not get there.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:57 PM Well, if it is bigger than just this battle, then we will need ALL the unions to strike if they do indeed use drastic (draconian) measures. I say it is time for ALL of the unions to call a general strike. I guarantee that they will not like that one bit. What will they do then? Call the army? :) People in Europe, at the end of the 19th century stood up in mines. General strikes do occur in Europe and have. If you think you had it tough, think of them who stood tall for US in tougher times and conditions. Make sacrifices. Sell furniture. Tutor on the side. Ask for the BCTF money. Ask your banker to help. As friends and relatives. If we say NO, it won't last long. If they legislate us back, let's call a general province-wide strike of all unions. Delete Reply Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:47 AM Between CC's smug smile as she celebrates slaughtered teachers and Jim Iker's goofy grin - seemingly unaware that he has been a willing puppet, I am thoroughly disgusted. Over the next 5 years, teachers will be in an increasingly bad situation financially, classrooms will continue to be too large and complex with increasing medical, social and environmental issues impacting academic delivery. It could not be less obvious that things will continue to worsen. The Liberals have ensured that BC is rapidly becoming the Canadian Monaco for rich off shore interests and wealthy corporations. Soon the underpaid "workers" will have to be bussed in daily to Vancouver - Asian style. The only recourse is to move to just about any other province and bring in up to $100,000 more over the six years with much less cost of living. So we are bailing, encouraged by friends who have gotten positions in Manitoba and Alberta. My colleagues and I discovered through contacting several school boards across Canada that specialist (special needs and behavioural) and secondary science teachers are in particular demand. I want to work in a professional, respectful environment where the needs of all children are considered a priority and where I feel inspired to do my best. However, I want my vote to reflect the wishes of teachers who will be here over the next 6 (5) years, so very much appreciate your blog and opportunity to read the comments.ReplyDelete Bert SlaterSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:11 AM To vote YES will throw away 12 years of effort, and 2 victories in BC Supreme Court. To vote YES will be to snatch defeat from the jaws of victory. If you vote YES what bargaining power do you think you will have - the government will do nothing, and then what do you think you will do - take job action? PLEASE VOTE NO.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:59 PM Time to show you have a spine!Delete Reply RodSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:06 AM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Cool HandSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 AM Wouldn't a 'No' vote be a vote of no confidence in the BCTF itself?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:02 AM Not at all. It is just a message to the leadership we need to do better. The strength of the union is the members, and we support the leadership by giving them direction through democratic means.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:40 PM I disagree. How else can a recommendation by the EC to vote yes be interpreted? Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:00 PM I am sure people will interpret this both ways, but it is a vote. If it is supposed to be a "Yes", because it might be interpreted one way, then why bother having a vote?Delete Kate TSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:07 AM Yes , it would be. I don't think we could come out much better than this with this government. How will a No obtain that? Christy will be happy, she can declare the BCTF gone and roll out her plan to privatize. Delete Reply David DeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:06 AM A no vote would be a rejection of a the court victories defied by the government and an inadequate deal containing some vague promises that won't meet the needs of teachers or students on class size and other important issues.In Ontario elementary teachers get 200 minutes of prep time per 5 day cycle. I know there is financial hardship, but the union has received close to $2 million in donations from other unions; is there no way of accessing hardship funds? At minimum, vote no and return to work on work to rule with various strike options.ReplyDelete Erica JonesSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:25 AM This article actually makes me so mad. It is NOT better for the kids that they have missed almost all of june and all of september. This is what you signed up for in BC as a teacher. Get on board or GET OUT.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:20 PM Is this really what teachers signed up for? At my high school, each class has about 30 kids, with an average of 17 kids per classroom with an identified learning disability. Our district says that there should be no more than 4 kids per classroom.. How do you expect non-specialist teachers to help each student when over half of them require more resources because of a learning disability? Furthermore, are you generalizing the "better-ness" to all the kids in BC? Because I don't think that it would be better if kids went back considering the learning environment isn't up to par. There are barely any Education Assistants, and support teachers for the multitude of children who need them. While I recognize and appreciate your enthusiasm for education, please realize that the public school system isn't a daycare. Also, please think about your words and the learning environment prior to speaking out. By the way, we're not an autocracy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:08 PM I can understand your frustration! Understand mine! I almost died at 7:30 pm one night returning from teaching a FI split class with several students who did not get enough support or no support at all. The principal expressed to me that he expected me to teach 2 different social studies programs and 2 different science programs. ANYONE I talked to knows that this is impossible to do, especially in French Immersion when kids get no support at home and books are often too hard for students to read. I had to quit my job. I did it for me and did it for the kids. I was like a surgeon who is asked to operate on 5 patients with an old scalpel with 2 inexperienced nurses. Predictably, 4 patients would die and I would be reprimanded! Teachers are put in terrible conditions and kids too. I hope you have the openmind to consider the reality of this honest personal anecdote. I also wish you to understand that this is likely not an isolated incident. What will it take? A kid to commit suicide because he or she is not getitng enough support?Delete Reply hilarySeptember 17, 2014 at 10:29 AM It is incorrect to equate lost funding with what the teachers would have received in grievances. The two are not equivalent. The starting position of the BCTF was $225M, so they never expected $3B to resolve grievances. I'm also interested to know where you get your figures on overcrowded classrooms. A recent Globe and Mail article says that classrooms are, on average, smaller than the caps set in 2002.ReplyDelete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:36 AM The signing bonus should be roughly $2500 each: 105 million divided by 41 thousand.ReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:53 AM It is not that simple. The $105 million is to be allocated by the union. The term "signing bonus" has been crossed off on the signed document. Some of that money may be used to pay union debts. Don't know this but clarification would be useful.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:16 PM Just quoting from the CBC news website, "And finally there are details of $105-million fund to settle grievances stemming from the ongoing court case. The BCTF says that money will be given out as a signing bonus, with specific amount yet to be determined."Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:34 AM I think it would be smart to put at least part of it into your strike fund.Delete Reply WheelsSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:55 AM If the money is used as a signing bonus, it should be based on FTEReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:12 PM Yes I am sure it will be based on FTE. The question is how much of the $105 Million is actually distributed. This is up to the union, and I am told that it is yet to be decided.Delete GuruSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:44 PM And don't forget all the retired teachers who are entitled to a share of it.Delete Reply Geoff OrmeSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:18 PM In another discussion of this someone suggested that under BC Labour Law a no vote means rejection of the proposed deal, and that means the strike continues until either: - the union in question elects to stand down - another tentative deal is presented or - the government imposes a legislated contract. I think the last of these is the most likely, and I believe the legislated contract would be draconian and brutal. What do you think, Tara? Also, I would appreciate your thoughts on Sandy Garossino's comments at https://storify.com/Garossino/should-teachers-accept-the-contractReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:14 PM If this is so, in a few month (likely a couple of years), teachers will win so much more with a Supreme Court judgment! It is possible that the Liberals know that the higher courts are stacked by Liberal judges (that is what happen when judges are chosen, not elected). In any case, a negative settlement (or not a great judgment) will galvinize the public to reform the way the Supreme court judges are being chosen. I doubt that any govn't will want that to happen. A legislated contract will make the LIbs look like sociopaths and dictators.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:47 PM Peter I think you are expecting far too much from the public, many of whom are only paying attention to this matter due to kids being home from school. The public are not remotely this savvy on the political process.Delete Reply IslanderSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:09 PM I am a continuing education teacher. We have it even worse and we are not listened to enough about our poor conditions. Those include no prep time (and we do have to mark and do report cards many times a year sometimes and commonly for 30 students in a class), travelling to different schools with no compensation, and having next to no breaks in between 3 hour classes. I worked for two years with no lunch break and taught 6 hours straight (just 15 min. breaks) to be told, "don't complain since there are others who will do it". We then got 15 min. breaks in between classes. Most of our students are wealthy immigrants, many who try to stay in classes as long as possible since the classes are free. After spending a year in Germany, I realize how better organized it is where the immigrants pay to learn the language on a sliding scale, and have to pay for a student book as well for each class. We do not even have text books, but photocopy so much at tax payers' expense. This is not right. I then teach summer school since we were not on a 12 month continual salary and most of those students are also immigrants (at least 75%). This is also free and it is becoming so common and the new immigrants know this is free babysitting and tutoring. I think one main problem is that we have so many new immigrants in our classes who need ESL like this article states about our inclusion style of education nowadays: http://www.vancouversun.com/life/Shelley+Fralic+trouble+with+schools/10203596/story.html I am honored to be teaching and like my job, but it does get exhausting especially since I need two or three jobs to pay the mortgage that I now no longer have.. back to renting since it all I can afford in this city that has become so expensive. And many don't realize that it is very very difficult to get to full time work as a teacher here. There was a formula that made it take about 10 years to get to f/t (now finally changed). I have been without pay for 3 months, and now had to finally rent a place in anticipation of returning to work, so I have to vote "yes", but please keep the comments coming for what alternatives we have. Maybe we have to just educate the public in a better way than picketing; maybe get out and walk around malls and talk to people and hand out pamphlets on how this liberal government is hurting this. Most Asians (probably just the new who are from such a different system) are already against the teachers since they do not seem to understand what is going on. http://www.vancouversun.com/Business/asia-pacific/Chuck+Chiang+Many+Asian+families+place+blame/10202757/story.htmlReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:17 PM First of all, myn thoughts are with you! I think your ideas about using different strategies is smart. Picketing is not a very good strategy to let people know about things. I think using the membership to flood media comment sections would be more effective. Going to talk to the public might be a good idea along with this, I think. Phone the BCTF and ask for support.Delete Reply Marsha HolleySeptember 17, 2014 at 1:36 PM A teachers wife Vote no you have come to far to back down. It is a -----Y DEAL. ReplyDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:45 PM Ask yourself WHY teachers cannot get 1/2 of the average increase in salary of the private sector? (The Libs will tell you because there are sooooooo many teachers, but I also hear that there are provinces where there is a need for teachers!) TORONTO - A new study says that Canadians, on average, can expect about the same size salary increase next year as in 2014. Human resources consultants Pal Benefits says a survey of 401 organizations, mainly in Ontario, Alberta and British Columbia, projected salary increase for 2015 at an average of 2.79 per cent. That was almost unchanged from the 2.74 per cent average increase projected in last year's survey. Meanwhile, in addition to the average salary increase remaining relatively steady year over year, the survey found that the percentage of employers who plan to freeze salaries appears to have stabilized at eight per cent —in the same percentages as was projected in 2014. Breaking down the numbers further, the survey found the average salary increase anticipated in the engineering, financial services and high technology sectors was three per cent. That compared with an average of 2.5 per cent on the low end for organizations in durable manufacturing. https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.htmlReplyDelete "Mama Rose"September 17, 2014 at 9:12 PM I used to agree with you, Tara, and appreciate you bringing these items to your blog to get us all thinking. But after a very long night and day of research and discussion, I realize I will be voting yes tomorrow. Here is why: I don't care about salary or benefit increases. That is not why I went on strike. I don't care if this tentative deal is not good for teachers. That's not why I went on strike either. For me, the single most important issue is class size and composition. I want to work in a classroom where I have enough time and resources available to me to adequately help all the students I teach. And while it is true that this tentative deal will not change anything in the classrooms right now (or at least most of our classrooms), I realized that we couldn't actually make changes in that area because the issues of cs and c is before the courts. When I made that connection and realized that this round of bargaining was really about a "good enough" agreement regarding wages, then the deal seems, well... good enough. BUT, the best part, is the language the BCTF legal team made around the furture court decision (the re-opener). They have it in writing that if we win the court case (which is likely) and when we have to start bargaining class size and comp again (that is exactly what Justice Susan Griffin said we would have to do) we will be STARTING from the 2002 levels. To make this simple to understand, I explained it to my friends using a number line. With this new language, the BCTF starts the next round of bargaining at say a 50. The government will want us to go to 10 or 15, and we'll compromise and end up maybe 25. But WITHOUT that language, we would have started bargaining at a 10 and only gone down from there. So I do believe it is the best deal possible, it still factors in the biggest issue (from my perspective), we do not lose the important gains of the past, and most importantly, everyone gets to go back to school.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 PM Mam Rose, I appreciate your point of view and your courage. However, let me point out to you and the readers that a decision at the BC supreme court might not turn out the way teachers anticipate. We all know that judges are appointed and who does the appointing? "All justices of the BCSC (including the position of Chief Justice and Associate Chief Justice) are appointed by the federal cabinet, on recommendation of the Minister of Justice. Masters are appointed by the provincial cabinet, on recommendation of the Attorney General in consultation with the Chief Justice." (Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Supreme_Court_of_British_Columbia) Now, I would like to think that all of those people are objective, but they are appointed and we know that there are political appointments. They have a lot of discretion over the laws and judgments. I am willing to bet that the BC Liberals do know this and are betitng the farm (or do they know something we don't know) that the Supreme Courts are stacked against teachers? So, I am not sure if we can count on a WIN if we proceed with the court ruling. I think we would be better to negotiate and negotiate a better deal.Delete Reply retaSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:57 AM Yes...no...yes...no...The last two days have been this. I’ve read so many articles and comments over the past few months and, I can say, I have learned a lot. I know this is not a great deal for teachers right now. I will be voting yes. This is why… 1. The children. Without going into the multiple issues (e.g., grad, post secondary, trades, sports, global education/trips, planned activities, those with varying degrees of special needs, those that need a soft place to land, etc., etc.) the children need to get on with their education. 2. The parents. For many parents, this strike is a financial burden. We do not like to be called baby sitters, but for many living below the poverty line, school is a financial relief. Winter is coming; gas bills will be expensive. 3. Poverty. Remember, BC has the highest child poverty rate in Canada. Schools feed and clothe numerous children. 4. The other systems educators work collaboratively with. MFCD, CYMH, foster parents, group homes, and the multitude of non-profit agencies that support vulnerable children and families are bursting at the seams. We are a part of that team. 5. CUPE. While some have been paid during this strike, that money is coming from districts. It was not provided by the government. And, CUPE is a partner in education - from the bus drivers to the tech dept to custodians to secretaries to EAs and so on. 6. Small Businesses. In our little towns, the school district is the number one employer. There is a direct cause-effect relationship between loss of wage and loss of business. 7. Money. The amount of money that is needed to reverse the erosion of the public education system over numerous years cannot be recouped in one sitting. This agreement is a start. It’s not much but the stage has been set. 8. THE COURT CASE. That is why we were on strike. All the other stuff could have been resolved months ago, but our government was working hard to make the court case go away. Well, it still exists. I consider that the victory. We live to fight another day (as rhetorical as that sounds) AND I hope people actually read the ruling and think critically about how a loss could impact the future of the Charter of Rights, and the power of government to contravene those rights. I am guessing we will vote to ratify as so many fear “what’s next?” from this government. It’s nasty business, and I think legislation would be next. VALUING PUBLIC EDUCATION needs to come from a STRONG, CONSISTENT public voice. If we do ratify the agreement, and those in the profession and public think we've given up, we have not. We’ve been fighting for years. We just haven’t been heard… until now. ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:21 AM I understand your point of view, but sometimes you have to fight to get what you want. This is a VERY bad deal, considering: Other people get on average 2.5% salary increases last year and this year and the next and the rest of us get 1% and must feel happy if we do.? (https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html) THIS DEAL is a horrendously BAD deal for kids/parents as well, of course. We are going to continue to be humiliated and be the laughing stock of many people of this province. After a decade of paycuts, WOW, this is what they are willing to offer! WOW! WOW! WOW!Delete Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:30 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Reply Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:37 PM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:08 PM Let's cross our fingers! I think we need a general strike by all unions if CC legislates teachers back. It is time to put the foot down and tell her and the Liberals that, as in the movie Network,"I am mad as hell and I won't take it anymore!"Delete Reply Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 8:26 PM Needs help on some stats for an online debate Looking for the last 10 or 15 years of contractual salary increases in %. So, 1% for 2001, 0% for 2002,...ReplyDelete Children FirstSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:00 PM Well it's all done now. Really hope the teacher's can find another angle to deal with class size and composition as well as student funding. The government will make sure the coming court case never swings your way no matter what. 2nd most expensive place to live in the the world!!! Wonder why and where the money goes??? ReplyDelete AnonSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 PM I'm an outsider, but have followed closely this whole fiasco and this is a RAW deal. Your union hung you out to dry on this one - taking a really bad deal (clearly no one from the BCTF had rudimentary math skills in their toolbox) and then publicly encouraging to the media that teachers accept the deal....what choice did you have - a no vote would have outraged the public. I could go on and on, but the bottom line, in my opinion, is that your union better get some stronger leaders who are PR and technology savvy. Out with Iker and the rest of those who bargained on your behalf - they just got ......well , we know that happened. Whew, can't even believe how screwed you got, absolutely amazing - nothing meaningful gained in the big picture and only very minor gains for a small group of people, bigger losses for the majority.. Wow - I better stop now. Best of luck. Thanks for all you do for our children. ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ▼  September (9) Reflections on the BC Teacher Strike BC Teacher strike - Lessons learned Response to Sandy Garossino Will the Education Fund improve classroom conditio... Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Class composition: a human rights perspective Class size and composition - a short visual histor... Guest post - I WILL HOLD THE LINE Teachers - let your leadership know it is time to ... ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/WorkArea/mediainsert.aspx?action=deleteItem&folderid=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&LangType=,Object moved Object moved to here.  	mediainsert  Insert QuickLink Page of [First Page] [Previous Page] [Next Page] [Last Page])
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141003,www.facebook.com,https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=335029393201520&id=139847349454738,I Support BC Teachers shared a link. - I Support BC Teachers | Facebook Facebook logo Email or Phone Password Keep me logged in Forgot your password? Sign Up   Mobile Find Friends Badges People Pages Places Games Locations About Create Ad Create Page Developers Careers Privacy Cookies Terms Help Facebook © 2014 · English (US))
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141007,www.huffingtonpost.ca,http://www.huffingtonpost.ca/news/bc-teachers-strike-2014/image/load,�      m�1o�0�w~��i��ꡁ�����::��Q1F�R�_C֎�������ܫ���t����ip��@��{����#� Zv�DK�ă{H>�8�_2����Fn�2A�`<{s[�����i��T������XX��P���Խ��yzX�%�׮���q��V�HK�s�1�����s�Cٮ(��w�B0xm ��%-s�i�Ԣ��Z��y�>)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/BCTF-research.aspx?id=23489,BCTF>Ken Robinson challenges governments to get into the 21st century, June 30, 2011  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development BCTF-Research Archives 2012-13 2011-12  2010-11  2009-10  2008-09  Home > Publications > BCTF Research > BCTF-Research List > 2010-11 Archives Ken Robinson challenges governments to get into the 21st century In his ‘Blackboard Collaborate’ session of May 25, 2011, Ken Robinson offered several challenges to governments in terms of 21st century learning by: Stating that politicians everywhere think they’re going to win votes by ‘getting back to the basics’, and that such basics include prioritizing a core selection of subjects such as Math and Science while lowering the status of other subjects. While he agrees that these subjects are important, he stated that the Arts, Humanities and political education are also at the heart of human culture and should have similar status to Math and Science. Arguing that if governments do separate subjects in this way, the implicit message is that the only people who can deliver us into the future are mathematicians and scientists, and that if you are not good at these subjects as a student then you can ‘sit this one out’ – in other words, you are sidelined and your strengths, should they be in subjects such as Art or Music, will not become a major focus of your education. Stressing that governments need to focus on the purpose of education – why do we educate – rather than narrowing its subject focus and listing preferred subject hierarchies which then exclude or downgrade other subjects. Stating his view of the three purposes of education. The first is economic, but Robinson’s point to governments is that those who narrow and standardize the curriculum to meet the needs of the economy are simply failing to understand what the economy needs. The second purpose is cultural, to enable students to understand the world they live in and to create cultural understanding and tolerance. The third is to meet the personal or individual needs of students, and his argument is that standardized curricula depersonalize education by making everything the same and disallowing individual pathways from a wide range of interests and focus. Critiquing educational ‘apartheid’ of academic versus vocational subjects, with one having higher prestige. He suggested there is a need to recognize the diversity of human talent, some of which is vocational and which should be encouraged. Suggesting that teaching is a highly creative profession but that much government legislation has negatively impacted teachers’ capacity to be creative. He argued that at the heart of education are the emerging intersects, appetites, and energy of the students and the teachers who work with them, thereby stressing the importance of the student-teacher relationship and the need for less prescription from government. Proposing an organic metaphor for education because schools are not machines, and as organic entities they thrive under certain conditions which need to be fostered. The conditions include engaging students in areas where they can gain confidence by knowing what they are capable of, and an environment into which they have input as learners. Many of the challenges articulated in the 21st century learning/personalized learning have been made by governments or their agents and directed at teachers and school districts. What Ken Robinson makes clear is that there are also challenges that governments need to address. Perhaps it’s time that they did. The recording of Ken Robinson’s presentation can be heard at: Full Elluminate: https://sas.elluminate.com/p.jnlp?psid=2011-05-25.1110.M.9E9FE58134BE68C3B413F24B3586CF.vcr&sid=2008350   MP3: http://audio.edtechlive.com/foe/sirken2011.mp3   Submitted by Charlie Naylor BCTF Research, cnaylor@bctf.ca   June 30, 2011 This item will be saved on the BCTF’s website in a list archive at http://www.bctf.ca/publications/BCTF-research.aspx   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Foster parents are ordinary people engaged in extraordinary acts of kindness. Join the team! http://t.co/6jUkcsOp6V" @Teresa_Wat - 04:31pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7072&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 1, September 2005 Readers write Thanks for taking a stand Thank you for your letter regarding the upcoming B.C. election. As you can see by my address, I live in the middle of Europe, very far from a voting station. I would vote by mail if there was time and the possibility. I don’t think either can happen, as I never received any information from anybody on voting procedures for teacher members who now live in other countries, but are Canadian citizens. However, I do appreciate your efforts and wish you all success. I have been following developments in the B.C. educational field for many years and find that Campbell’s ways are simply disgusting--no other adjectives are necessary. How is it that in this century of technology, North America is blessed with idiots like George W. Bush, Gordon Campbell, and the inept Stephen Harper? To name just a few! I am 82 years of age and have done my political bit to raise the status of teachers and education in B.C., at a time where there was less money than today, but a lot more honesty and awareness of what was what. We did surface, and now, we must not let it all slip away. Thank you for your energetic and aggressive fight. We will surface again. I am with you in spirit every inch of the way, and I wish I could be with you in an active way as well. Anne Cecilia Matheson Slovakia BCTF lacks credibility when discussing the Middle East I have often turned a blind eye when it came to BCTF political involvement in foreign affairs, but the increase in this activity by unions in general, and the BCTF specifically, needs some comment. This situation was emphatically brought to my attention by a Jewish friend of mine who said, "Ken, have you heard some of the things that the BCTF has been saying about Israel lately?" When I indicated that I had heard them, he continued, "...and it doesn’t concern you?" I muttered something to the effect that these are resolutions that are humanistic statements being made by the BCTF, and that such resolutions really don’t have much effect in reality. Nevertheless, my friend was convinced that these statements were part of a worldwide conspiracy of "the left" toward the promotion of antisemitism and anti-Israel activities. He was so intimidated by what he had heard coming from the BCTF AGM that both he and his wife decided to vote Liberal in the provincial election because the BCTF and NDP obviously supported "the leftist unions who are antisemitic." The above is one small, but very prevalent example of a common perception of antisemitism in the political activities of the BCTF and other labour unions. This perception is further validated by the lack of first-hand knowledge and lack of balance when the unions publicly discuss the Middle East conflict. It doesn’t seem to matter if "the wall" built by Israel as a defense against suicide bombers has been shown to be very effective for this purpose. In fact, the unions do not address acts of terrorism against Israeli civilian targets at all. As a Jew who has had discussions on a personal level with Muslims in the occupied West Bank and more recently in Turkey, I can appreciate the historical complexities and corruptions on both sides of the conflict. The issues will not be easy to solve, and will most certainly not be helped along by the uninformed meddling of the North American labour-union movement. If the unions and the BCTF cannot do a credible and a balanced job of discussing the educational issues concerning the Middle East (and they have demonstrated that they cannot) then they should concentrate on education in B.C. where they know the issues and can have a positive influence on them. The BCTF has more than enough on its plate in dealing with the politics around education in B.C. Please stop alienating and intimidating our members and our potential supporters. Kenneth Abramson Vancouver (retired) In late May 2005, The Vancouver Sun’s Pete McMartin wrote criticizing BCTF’s AGM international/political agenda regarding the Israel wall. To quote Anita Goddard in Teacher, May/June 2005, "I am dismayed and disturbed." My reaction: they are adding oil to the fire. Literally. Maybe they are not aware that a few months ago a Montreal Jewish school library was set on fire. Only a librarian can appreciate the irreplaceable loss. We, in Vancouver schools, have been lucky, so far. Have "class size, funding, and like trivia" all been sorted out with Mr. Campbell? It is embarrassing that the BCTF need be told of their mandate in a local newspaper column. Celine Wolfson Vancouver (retired) Leaky schools in B.C. Like writer Noel Herron, I and other homeowners are very concerned that both non-residential and residential structures are at risk of ongoing water damage and subsequent rot because of a combination of factors including what is going on in the building industry and what is NOT happening in the office of the Attorney General. The Attorney General’s lack of teeth is appalling. While my house was built in 2002 according to neither plan nor contract, there are also building code violations that have severely impacted the proper functioning of the home. Furthermore, the ensuing stress, delays, and legal dispute have eroded the quality of our lives. Apart from the fact that our house leaks, who will be held accountable? The insurance company with which our builder registered is currently under criminal investigation. The builder’s lawyer is trying to tie the contractual dispute to warranty issues. How and when will I be able repair all the other problems, too? To my dismay, I have learned that part of the problem might be attributed to a toxic relationship between the builder and his subtrades and suppliers. For example, if the builder does not treat his trades and suppliers with respect, perhaps forcing them to cut costs by substituting inferior materials or even eliminating them (as in my case by not providing any flashing around the arched windows), then upon whom or what do you think these workers might take out their frustration? I am very concerned about the effect of the furious rate of new home construction in the Lower Mainland and the lack of homeowners’ protection. I know too well how the dream of home ownership can become a nightmare. Like writer Noel Herron, I and other homeowners are very concerned that both non-residential and residential structures are at risk of ongoing water damage and subsequent rot because of a combination of factors including what is going on in the building industry and what is NOT happening in the office of the Attorney General. The Attorney General’s lack of teeth is appalling. While my house was built in 2002 according to neither plan nor contract, there are also building code violations that have severely impacted the proper functioning of the home. Furthermore, the ensuing stress, delays, and legal dispute have eroded the quality of our lives. Apart from the fact that our house leaks, who will be held accountable? The insurance company with which our builder registered is currently under criminal investigation. The builder’s lawyer is trying to tie the contractual dispute to warranty issues. How and when will I be able repair all the other problems, too? To my dismay, I have learned that part of the problem might be attributed to a toxic relationship between the builder and his subtrades and suppliers. For example, if the builder does not treat his trades and suppliers with respect, perhaps forcing them to cut costs by substituting inferior materials or even eliminating them (as in my case by not providing any flashing around the arched windows), then upon whom or what do you think these workers might take out their frustration? I am very concerned about the effect of the furious rate of new home construction in the Lower Mainland and the lack of homeowners’ protection. I know too well how the dream of home ownership can become a nightmare. Lorelei Quiding Langley Dave Barrett’s comments on being named as an officer of the Order of Canada "Barrett gave credit for the honour to his parents, his wife Shirley, and the many teachers who influenced his life. ‘What a lucky generation I belong to,’ he said. ‘Great teachers, great access to wonderful public schools. I don’t allow anybody to criticize teachers or the public school system. Teachers give so much of themselves that only shows up to a lot of us later in our years.’")
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13196,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 1999 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 11, Number 7, May/June 1999 PD Days not for school accreditation by Mike Lombardi Delegates to the 1998 BCTF Annual General Meeting adopted a policy position regarding the use of non-instructional days. The policy (30.A.19) states, “That the member, as an autonomous professional, determines, in concert with BCTF colleagues and the local union, the content of ProD activities scheduled for non-instructional days, and further, that they not be used for accreditation or extra-curricular activities such as sports tournaments.” Professional development days represent a hard-won recognition of our needs and responsibilities as professional teachers. For many years, the BCTF made representations to our employers and the Ministry of Education to recognize the importance of teachers’ having the time and resources necessary to engage in professional development. The use of professional days for activities such as school accreditation seriously undermines our statements about the need for time for teacher professional development. At a time when professional days are under attack, we need all members of the profession to demonstrate that the PD days are essential to the maintenance and improvement of our professional practice. The BCTF recognizes that school accreditation continues to be a major concern for the teachers of B.C. The Federation believes that the existing school-accreditation process is onerous, ineffective, and a significant waste of time, energy, and resources. Many teachers view accreditation as an exercise in which school staffs participate merely to satisfy statutory requirements. There is very little teacher ownership and commitment to the process or outcomes. The Federation is developing a school self-evaluation process as an alternative to the accreditation process. The proposed process will promote ongoing school growth and development through goal setting, action planning, implementation, and communications. The proposal will be considered by the Executive Committee and the Representative Assembly in May 1999. In response to teachers’ concerns about school accreditation and the lack of non-instructional time for curriculum/program change, the BCTF has asked the Ministry of Education to provide three non-instructional days within each school year: two for school self-assessment/ accreditation and one curriculum implementation. The Federation recognizes that using PD days for accreditation is largely attributable to lack of release time for accreditation and to well meaning members who find themselves in this situation believing they are being practical by using the days for accreditation. In terms of the broader picture, however, the practice is not going to benefit teachers or students, and it could lead to the deterioration of our capacity to work as professional teachers and maintain quality services for our students. In accordance with BCTF policy, it is strongly recommended that school staffs not use PD Days for accreditation activities. The PD Days, added to the school calendar in 1972, are our days for professional development. The BCTF has lobbied for years for additional non-instructional days for accreditation work. We will never convince government to give us the time if members continue to use PD days for accreditation. School staffs are encouraged to consider the following ideas when planning for accreditation: Use the the annual Implementation Planning Day for accreditation activities. Use school-based accreditation trust funds to purchase release time for members of the internal team to carry out tasks. Don’t make the process more difficult, more ambitious, than it already is. Make sure that all the money earmarked for your school’s accreditation is used for that purpose and that the school staff decides how it will be spent. Don’t agree to deal with additional accreditation topics unless required by a motion of your school board. Additional elements are encouraged by the ministry but not required by the ministry. Focus on the goal-setting. Reflection and goal-setting as a school staff is useful. Do not spend an inordinate amount of time on evidence gathering (boxes and boxes of evidence are not required). Don’t use your PD days for accreditation! Last year, the BCTF succeeded in getting an all education-partner-groups recommendation to the Ministry of Education for an additional non-instructional day for accreditation each year. The ministry did not implement the recommendation; instead it made policy changes allowing the use of the Implementation Planning Day for accreditation activities. The Federation continues to advocate for additional non-instructional days for accreditation. It is clear that we will not get the days while teachers continue to use PD days for accreditation. Mike Lombardi is the director of the BCTF’s Professional Development Division. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141006,plus.google.com,https://plus.google.com/u/0,Moved Temporarily Moved Temporarily The document has moved here.)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141007,www.reddit.com,http://www.reddit.com/user/VonPursey,overview for VonPursey jump to content my subreddits announcementsArtAskRedditaskscienceawwblogbookscreepydataisbeautifulDIYDocumentariesEarthPornexplainlikeimfiveFitnessfoodfunnyFuturologygadgetsgamingGetMotivatedgifshistoryIAmAInternetIsBeautifulJokesLifeProTipslistentothismildlyinterestingmoviesMusicnewsnosleepnottheonionOldSchoolCoolpersonalfinancephilosophyphotoshopbattlespicsscienceShowerthoughtsspacesportstelevisiontifutodayilearnedTwoXChromosomesUpliftingNewsvideosworldnewsWritingPromptsedit subscriptions front -all -random |  IAmA -videos -explainlikeimfive -space -television -books -AskReddit -Fitness -Documentaries -aww -listentothis -creepy -history -askscience -dataisbeautiful -Futurology -DIY -LifeProTips -pics -UpliftingNews -EarthPorn -gaming -Art -photoshopbattles -Music -news -mildlyinteresting -todayilearned -philosophy -InternetIsBeautiful -food -Jokes -tifu -science -nosleep -nottheonion -sports -TwoXChromosomes -worldnews -funny -personalfinance -movies -GetMotivated -OldSchoolCool -gadgets -WritingPrompts -gifs -Showerthoughtsmore » reddit.com VonPursey overview comments submitted gilded want to join? login or register in seconds| English VonPursey978 link karma 824 comment karma send messageredditor for 2 years what's this? TROPHY CASE Verified Email Two-Year Club remember mereset password login daily reddit gold goal 54% help support reddit reddit gold gives you extra features and helps keep our servers running. We believe the more reddit can be user-supported, the freer we will be to make reddit the best it can be. Buy gold for yourself to gain access to extra features and special benefits. A month of gold pays for 231.26 minutes of reddit server time! Give gold to thank exemplary people and encourage them to post more. This daily goal updates every 10 minutes and is reset at midnight Pacific Time (12 hours, 21 minutes from now). Yesterday's reddit gold goal 94% reddit is a platform for internet communities where your votes shape what the world is talking about.learn more › sorted by: new hotnewtopcontroversial My dad making a 6 braid Challah Bread by bahadogin gifs [–]VonPursey 0 points1 point2 points 3 days ago (0 children) I wish the gif included the final product out of the oven. So damn tasty looking! permalink context full comments (694) TIL Canada has specifically banned members of the Westboro Baptist Church from entering the country. by shirazshakilin todayilearned [–]VonPursey 0 points1 point2 points 4 days ago (0 children) Nobody would like that particular showboat. permalink context full comments (1192) Coquitlam, British Columbia [3456x1944] by Nazoropazin CityPorn [–]VonPursey 1 point2 points3 points 5 days ago (0 children) That's just a picture of the mall. Maybe head up Eagle Mountain on the other side for a better view of Coquitlam. permalink context full comments (7) Checked-bag fees may heighten carry-on chaos by viva_la_vinylin canada [–]VonPursey 2 points3 points4 points 7 days ago (0 children) If Air Canada and WestJet are among the last in North America to implement this, how foreign will this concept be to most Canadians? It's a bit of an adjustment is all. In my couple dozen flights around Europe there was almost always a charge for checked luggage. Many passengers opted out, boarding and stowing carry-on luggage was a straight forward and orderly process. By contrast, flying Emirates, a luxury airline with two checked bags and two carry-ons permitted, can be an ordeal because people maximize their purchases and personal items. Going the opposite way and encouraging less can be a good thing. permalink context full comments (49) This Device Lets Fully Paralyzed Rats Walk Again, and Human Trials Are Planned by 1chin science [–]VonPursey 0 points1 point2 points 12 days ago (0 children) And this comes on Christopher Reeve's birthday! permalink context full comments (248) Gigantic Panorama of Vancouver and Seattle in the Rocky Mountains. [6993 x 4221] by innsertnameherein CityPorn [–]VonPursey 8 points9 points10 points 12 days ago* (0 children) Coast, Olympic, and Vancouver Island ranges. The Cascades are barely in view at upper right. EDIT: Yup Cascades are equally represented. Forgot Fraser was the divider. Thanks! permalink context full comments (8) Vancouver, BC [OC] [1920x1280] by aerojadin CityPorn [–]VonPursey 0 points1 point2 points 12 days ago (0 children) Finally, a meteorologically correct photo of Vancouver. permalink context full comments (1) 35 36 37 Possible SkyTrain death at Surrey Central - all trains now terminating at Gateway (self.vancouver) submitted 13 days ago by VonPursey to /r/vancouver 28 comments sharecancel loading... Want to check out VIFF but don't know where to start? Heres a VIFF to IMDB guide I hacked together by injektionmediain vancouver [–]VonPursey 0 points1 point2 points 18 days ago (0 children) This is awesome. Thank you sir. permalink context full comments (9) IamA 23 year old with a rare degenerative disease, mitochondrial myopathy that effects every major system in my body. There is no known cure. AMA. by Trapped_Ghost_Singinin IAmA [–]VonPursey 0 points1 point2 points 19 days ago (0 children) Does physiotherapy or muscle training make up a large part of your regimen? A lady I know spontaneously developed this condition some years ago, around middle age. Now some days she can't get out of bed, others she's fine albeit with very limited activity. She's constantly in physiotherapy to try and maintain muscle strength and needs crazy amounts of sleep to function. It's a very strange disorder and one that I had never heard about prior to meeting her. Thanks for helping raise awareness, hopefully we'll see improved treatment in the future. permalink context full comments (640) Will I be able to use an iPhone 6 with Wind Mobile? And what about Wi-Fi calling? by m_workin vancouver [–]VonPursey 2 points3 points4 points 20 days ago (0 children) The Nexus 6 will be awesome but isn't expected until later in the fall AFAIK. Right before its launch will probably be a great time to grab a Nexus 5... Last year the Nexus 4 dropped to $250 on Google Play in anticipation of the 5. All of them are pentaband unlocked and work on all carriers :-) permalink context full comments (14) 59 60 61 Tentative deal reached in B.C. Teacher's Strike (cbc.ca) submitted 21 days ago by VonPursey to /r/vancouver 6 comments sharecancel loading... 23 24 25 Þingvellir National Park, Iceland [OC][4300x2800] (i.imgur.com) submitted 25 days ago by VonPursey to /r/EarthPorn comment sharecancel loading... 13 14 15 Jumeirah Beach, Dubai (OC)[3400x2400] (imgur.com) submitted 26 days ago by VonPursey to /r/CityPorn comment sharecancel loading... Vancouver, view from Granville Island (OC) [9368 × 3864] by TookThisNamein CityPorn [–]VonPursey 0 points1 point2 points 26 days ago (0 children) Upboat for my hometown! The whole album's great, I was recently in Iceland too :-) Can I ask what you're shooting with? permalink context full comments (3) Vancouver needs more street-style art like this. "Giants" by OSGEMEOS. by VonPurseyin vancouver [–]VonPursey[S] 1 point2 points3 points 28 days ago (0 children) It's a commissioned work by two of the world's most recognized graffiti artists. Their style is most certainly street. And I'd like to see more like it on our walls and alleyways, commissioned or not. permalink context full comments (26) Vancouver needs more street-style art like this. "Giants" by OSGEMEOS. by VonPurseyin vancouver [–]VonPursey[S] 5 points6 points7 points 28 days ago (0 children) Not all street murals are commissioned. Sometimes you just need permission from the city or building owner. Montreal and Berlin are poor yet they have amazing street art. permalink context full comments (26) Vancouver needs more street-style art like this. "Giants" by OSGEMEOS. by VonPurseyin vancouver [–]VonPursey[S] 1 point2 points3 points 28 days ago (0 children) It's not really street art, but I'll be damned before I say anything bad about asparagus. permalink context full comments (26) 103 104 105 Vancouver needs more street-style art like this. "Giants" by OSGEMEOS. (imgur.com) submitted 28 days ago by VonPursey to /r/vancouver 26 comments sharecancel loading... Vancouver Cycling Maps: 2006 vs 2014 by VonPurseyin vancouver [–]VonPursey[S] 3 points4 points5 points 28 days ago (0 children) What's disappointing is the virulent opposition and politicization of every single metre of lane. It's taken Vancouver nearly a decade to build a fraction of what New York, Montreal, Chicago, and Portland put up in far less time to greatly surpass us in kms of bike lanes. And those cities have bike share programs to account for staggering leaps in ridership. If we want to see some better numbers we need better public buy-in and less armchair (or steering-wheel) skeptics. Bring in the bike share, connect as many sections of the network as possible, and then people won't be able to argue with the numbers. permalink context full comments (86) Vancouver Cycling Maps: 2006 vs 2014 by VonPurseyin vancouver [–]VonPursey[S] 3 points4 points5 points 28 days ago (0 children) Nearly every major community development project - Commercial Drive, West End, Marpole, Oakridge - has been revised in some way to accommodate concerns. The problem is you will never make some of these people happy and they'll act as if they were never included at all. The common complaint about lack of consultation on behalf of city hall is an outright lie spread mostly by bitter homeowners who oppose all development or just unwilling to compromise in moving our city forward. The case of South Main is more centred on maintaining cultural significance and I fully support revisions to prevent another Yaletown. But often the narrative against city hall and the mayor is completely unfair. permalink context full comments (86) Vancouver Cycling Maps: 2006 vs 2014 by VonPurseyin vancouver [–]VonPursey[S] 0 points1 point2 points 28 days ago (0 children) Both Dunsmuir and Burrard are great as stand-alone infrastructure, but approaches from certain points can be tricky and discouraging for riders. What we've seen all over the world is that if you build safe, easily navigable pathways then people will use them. And that's what we've seen in Vancouver. It's too politically difficult/expensive to outright build cycle highways all over town, so it has to come in pieces. The south end of Burrard was recently re-done to vastly improve cyclist and pedestrian safety, and it now connects a bit easier to the Point Grey Rd addition and southbound Burrard Street. Next year's numbers will most certainly reflect that. For North American planners this is still enviable progress, believe it or not. permalink context full comments (86) Vancouver Cycling Maps: 2006 vs 2014 by VonPurseyin vancouver [–]VonPursey[S] 5 points6 points7 points 28 days ago* (0 children) Here's a link to the actual numbers for bike lane usage every month since 2009. Note the increases in usage nearly every month for every single year. In many cases this equals a car off the road. Just because there aren't any bikes as you pass by doesn't mean it's not being used. Show me the data that says increased cycling infrastructure is contributing to gridlock. permalink context full comments (86) Vancouver Cycling Maps: 2006 vs 2014 by VonPurseyin vancouver [–]VonPursey[S] 7 points8 points9 points 28 days ago (0 children) 8 years of bulldozing homes, closing roads and destroying families, all to please the imperiacyclist elite! But seriously, at first glance one would wonder why improving cycling has been so controversial. What appears to be minor adjustments to the road network is part of what makes Vancouver the envy of city planners the world over. permalink context full comments (86) 30 31 32 Vancouver Cycling Maps: 2006 vs 2014 (imgur.com) submitted 28 days ago by VonPursey to /r/vancouver 86 comments sharecancel loading... view more: next › about blog about team source code advertise jobs help wiki FAQ reddiquette rules contact us tools mobile firefox extension chrome extension buttons widget <3 reddit gold store redditgifts reddit AMA app reddit.tv radio reddit Use of this site constitutes acceptance of our User Agreement and Privacy Policy. © 2014 reddit inc. All rights reserved. REDDIT and the ALIEN Logo are registered trademarks of reddit inc. close this window you'll need to login or register to do that create a new account all it takes is a username and password privacy philosophy we limit data collected about you and your use of the platform, your personal information is never for sale, we use and disclose information to prevent people from abusing the platform, but we never disclose it for any other reason unless required by law. for more information, see our privacy policy. username:try anotheravailable! account recovery email:  (optional)we only send email at your request password: verify password: remember me create account is it really that easy? only one way to find out... login already have an account and just want to login? username: password: remember me recover password login close this window interface language English [en]العربية [ar]Беларуская мова [be]български език [bg]Bosanski [bs]català [ca]česky [cs]dansk [da]Deutsch [de]Ελληνικά [el]English (Australia) [en-au]English (Canadian) [en-ca]English (Great Britain) [en-gb]English [en-us]Esperanto [eo]español [es]español [es-ar]eesti keel [et]Euskara [eu]فارسی [fa]suomi [fi]français [fr]Gàidhlig [gd]עברית [he]मानक हिन्दी [hi]hrvatski [hr]Magyar [hu]Հայերեն լեզու [hy]Bahasa Indonesia [id]íslenska [is] (*)italiano (Italy) [it]日本語 [ja]ಕನ್ನಡ [kn_IN]한국어 [ko]Latin [la]1337 [leet]LOL [lol]lietuvių kalba [lt]latviešu valoda [lv]Nederlands [nl]Nynorsk [nn]Norsk [no]Arrrrrrrr! [pir]polski [pl]português [pt] (*)português [pt-pt]português brasileiro [pt_BR]română [ro]русский [ru]slovenčina [sk]slovenščina [sl]српски језик [sr]Srpski [sr-la]Svenska [sv]தமிழ் [ta]ภาษาไทย [th]Türkçe [tr]українська мова [uk]Tiếng Việt [vi]中文 [zh] (*) incomplete volunteer to translate π Rendered by PID 19531 on app-232 at 2014-10-07 19:38:10.381777+00:00 running 143b6e5 country code: US.)
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(20141007,www.huffingtonpost.ca,http://www.huffingtonpost.ca/2014/05/26/bc-teachers-strike-2014_n_5390508.html,B.C. Teachers Strike 2014: Rotating Walkouts Could Continue, Says Union View mobile site October 7, 2014 Huffpost Canada British Columbia ca Edition: ca Show/Hide Brasil BR Canada CA Deutschland DE España ES France FR Italia IT 日本 (Japan) JP 한국 (Korea) KR Maghreb MG United Kingdom UK United States US Region: BC Show/Hide All Canada Alberta British Columbia Québec (en français) Follow Newsletters Get Canada British ColumbiaNewsletters Email address Enter Email Address Huffington Post Search Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search iOS app Android app More Log in Create Account Notifications 0 $USERNAME Profile Settings Logout FRONT PAGE Politics Ford Still Doesn't Understand Racism 51 Unvetted Judge Joins Supreme Court 43 Kenney Posts Photos Of Iraqi Children To Make Case For ISIL Airstrikes 91 Clinton: Canadian Help In ISIL Fight 'Indispensable' 44 Canadians Left In A Fog Of War 42 Go to Politics More in Politics The Pulse Stephen Harper You Might Also Like US Politics UK Politics Business Porn Company Has A Raunchy Deal For Air Canada Pilots 3 Sun News Just Lost Its Main Source Of Content; What Now? 49 Canadian Cities Surprisingly Unpopular Destinations For Workers 0 This Is How You Rack Up U.S. Roaming Charges While In Canada 14 Look What China Might Actually Build 47 Go to Business More in Business Small Business Money You Might Also Like Tech TechCrunch Autoblog WorldPost Spanish Nurse First To Contract Ebola Outside West Africa 518 It's Been 3 Weeks Since Anyone's Seen Kim And Rumors Are Swirling 91 3 New Findings On ISIS Weapons That You Should Know About 0 Kurds Face Massacre In Syrian Border Town As Turkey Just Watches 334 American Held Hostage By ISIS: 'I Am Obviously Pretty Scared To Die' 70 Go to WorldPost More in WorldPost Foreign Affairs World Elections Arab Uprising Afghanistan War Syria Crisis You Might Also Like Travel Impact Living 100 Pumpkin Carvings That Will Inspire You 0 Fried Maple Leaves Are A Delicacy In Japan, And We're Jealous 6 WATCH: HuffPost Readers School Us On Toronto's Real Must-Eats 2 Toronto Dubbed Fourth Most Livable City In The World 0 33 Signs You Live In Liberty Village 1 Go to Living You Might Also Like Healthy Living Food Recipes Divorce Women Parentdish Green Post50 Weddings Style Best Halloween Costumes For Men And Women 0 Most Offensive Products In Retail 3 Canadian Model Coco Rocha Is Pregnant! 4 LOOK: Matthew McConaughey Wears 'Dazed And Confused' T-Shirt 1 Go to Style More in Style Beauty Fashion Celeb Style Entertaining and Etiquette Stylelist Canada Wedding Style Home Style You Might Also Like Style (U.S.) Weddings Stylelist Canada Entertainment Kris Jenner Opens Up About The Late Robert Kardashian 6 Blake Lively Is Pregnant! 30 Mariah Carey Proves She's Not Lip-Synching 42 Is This Where George Clooney And Amal Alamuddin Honeymooned? 7 Pregnant Kelly Rowland Poses Topless In Black And White Photo Shoot 2 Go to Entertainment You Might Also Like Music Celebrity TV Moviefone Arts The Glamorous History Of Pin-Up Like You've Never Seen It Before 3 1 Here Are A Bunch Of F*cking Delightful Artsy Cat Photos. You're Welcome. 3 This Is What It Really Looks Like To Be A Modern Day Nun 8 New Animation-Inspired Art Show Will Make You Yearn For Saturday Morning Cartoons 0 Go to Arts You Might Also Like Books Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Religion Alberta 20 Puppies Found Abandoned In Field 6 Anti-Abortion Postcard Targets Tory MP.. Again 26 Mystery 'GPO Girl' Turns Up In Calgary 3 Major Saskatchewan Train Derailment 2 Dozens Of Dead Cats Found, Another 62 Euthanized 0 Go to Alberta More in Alberta Alberta Politics Alberta Business Alison Redford Calgary Edmonton British Columbia B.C. Teen Killed By Train Was Wearing Headphones, Texting: RCMP 13 Anthem Singer's Fall Is Lesson In Showmanship 3 Pastafarian Loses B.C. Driver's Licence Over Holy Colander 0 Elderly Asian Women Attacked In Vancouver 0 Lawyers Of Convicted Surrey Six Gangsters Want Mistrial 3 Go to British Columbia More in British Columbia B.C. Politics B.C. Business Christy Clark Vancouver All Sections News Canada Politics Canada Business US Politics US Business World Media Sports Education Crime Weird News Good News Daily Finance Entertainment Entertainment Music TV Celebrity Comedy Arts Books Moviefone Life & Style Living Style Home Healthy Living Taste Weddings Travel Parents Divorce HuffPost 50 Marlo Thomas OWN Tech & Science Tech Science Green Techcrunch Engadget TUAW Joystiq Voices Impact Women Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Religion College Teen Local Quebec (French) Calgary Montreal Ottawa Toronto Vancouver Winnipeg Mapquest Patch.com Our Mobile Apps: iPhone iPad HuffPost Live iPad Android Phone Android Tablet British Columbia B.C. Politics B.C. Business Christy Clark Vancouver Anthem Singer's Fall Is Lesson In Showmanship 2014-10-05 23:32:54 Pastafarian Loses B.C. Driver's Licence Over Holy Colander 2014-10-06 20:10:58 B.C. Teen Killed By Train Was Wearing Headphones, Texting: RCMP 2014-10-07 02:49:46 45 Signs You're A Vancouver Canucks Fan 2014-10-04 00:27:49 Elderly Asian Women Attacked In Vancouver 2014-10-06 17:25:49 When It Comes to Jumbo Glacier Resort, All Questions Lead Back To Powerful Minister 2014-10-06 15:46:02 Aldergrove School Playground Condemned 2014-10-06 17:50:31 Vancouver Mom Who Killed Her 2 Babies Sentenced 2014-10-07 13:46:41 LOOK: Stunning Scenes By B.C.'s October Photographer 2014-10-03 14:22:55 This Derelict Van 'Home' Costs $550/Month To Rent In B.C. 2014-10-03 16:05:46 Officer Admits Abusing Authority While Shoving Woman 2014-10-06 18:41:58 Recognize This Photo? Here's The Story Behind It 2014-10-03 16:58:41 Premier Denies Downplaying B.C. LNG Expectations 2014-10-06 20:57:52 Lawyers Of Convicted Surrey Six Gangsters Want Mistrial 2014-10-06 18:59:52 LOOK: Old Vancouver Bank's New Life 2014-10-03 17:52:32 Previous Story Next Story B.C. Teachers Strike 2014: Rotating Walkouts Could Continue, Says Union CP  | By Steven Chua, The Canadian Press Posted: 05/25/2014 8:01 pm EDT Updated: 07/26/2014 5:59 am EDT Share Tweet Email Comment tumblr reddit Jim Iker, president of the B.C. Teachers' Federation, speaks to reporters on the first day of rotating strikes by B.C. teachers. VANCOUVER - Teachers in British Columbia say the government's plan to dock their pay by 10 per cent won't stop them from starting job action on Monday. "Rotating strikes will continue week-to-week, depending on what kind of progress there is at the bargaining table," said B.C. Teachers' Federation president Jim Iker in an interview. Teachers have said they will walk out of every public school in the province for one day from May 26 to May 29 unless the dispute is resolved. If no progress is made in negotiations following this round of rotating strikes, another could follow as soon as next Monday, Iker said. While teachers are off the job, extracurricular activities will come to a halt and unionized school support staff will not cross picket lines. The sticking points in the dispute are pay, class size and classroom support. The government is offering a 7.3 per cent wage increase over six years. Teachers want 13.7 per cent over four years. Peter Cameron, the government's lead negotiator, called that demand unreasonable and said the wage and benefits teachers are seeking would give them four times more than other unions which have negotiated with government. Iker said the teachers are not taking this action lightly. "We think we've been very patient in this round of bargaining" he added. "At some point in time the thinking was we had to put some pressure on the bargaining table." Cameron, who represents the BC Public School Employers' Association, said teachers' demands would cost each taxpayer roughly $1,100. "The union must sooner or later recognize that that's really out of line," Cameron said in an interview. Iker said B.C. teachers are the second lowest-paid in Canada — after Prince Edward Island — and their demands are in line with the cost of living. The rotating strikes are the latest in a bitter ongoing dispute between teachers and government. Union members voted 89 per cent in favour of striking in March. Teachers stopped supervising students outside the classroom or communicating in writing to administrators in their first stage of job action. The government backed off its initial proposal for a 10-year contract, replacing it with a six-year agreement while offering a $1,200 signing bonus. But it then announced it would cut teachers' pay by five per cent in retaliation for the teachers' limited job action if a deal were not reached by the end of the school year. Education Minister Peter Fassbender said the salary clawback amounts to deducting pay based on teachers' reduction of work. Teachers declared the rotating strikes after the government's announcement. Iker said the job action was prompted by the province's unfair wage demands and unwillingness to offer any contract improvements to class size, class composition or specialist teachers. In response to the rotating strikes, government said it would implement a partial lockout which would dock teachers' pay by 10 per cent, starting on the day of the job action. The lockout limits the amount of work teachers can do before and after classes and also forces high school teachers to stay home for three days and elementary teachers to be off work for one day. "We are suspending the performance of specified duties and reducing the hours of work of your members, which provides the basis for this reduction in salary," said a letter from the BC Public School Employers' Association. Iker said the lockout would leave student work unmarked and hurt such extracurricular activities as graduation. The government responded with an online letter saying the partial lockout would not prevent teachers from volunteering for extracurricular activities or prevent them from marking student assignments. In January, the B.C. Supreme Court found it was unconstitutional for the teachers to have class composition and size stripped from their collective agreement. The government then went back to court and received a temporary stay of the ruling. Related on HuffPost: Close  B.C. Teachers' Strike 2014 of   Coquitlam teachers get information before voting on a contract deal with the province on Sept. 18, 2014. Coquitlam teachers gather to vote on the contract deal with the province on Sept. 18, 2014. Teachers celebrate news of a tentative deal in their contract dispute with the province on Sept. 16, 2014. Jim Iker, president of the B.C. Teachers' Federation, recommended members ratify the tentative deal at a news conference in Vancouver on Sept. 16, 2014. Premier Christy Clark beamed and patted Education Minister Peter Fassbender on the back as she thanked students and parents for their patience at a news conference on Sept. 16, 2014. A teacher holds a sign referring to mediator Vince Ready. Teachers in Kelowna were all smiles on Sept. 16, 2014 as they welcomed news a tentative deal was reached between their union and the province. The bargaining team and table officers of the B.C. Teachers' Federation at the Delta Hotel where a tentative deal was reached on Sept. 16, 2014. Parents rallied and marched in downtown Vancouver on Sept. 14, 2014 to support striking public teachers. Striking teachers bundle up in Fort Nelson on Sept. 12, 2014. Click here for full coverage of the contract dispute. A rally in Kamloops on Sept. 8, 2014. Executives of the B.C. Teachers' Federation thank other unions for their support. A rally in Abbotsford on Sept. 5, 2014. Hundreds rallied at Vancouver's Canada Place on Sept. 5, 2014. McGee Secondary School classrooms in Vancouver sit empty on Sept. 5, 2014 during what was supposed to be the first week of school. A reporter tries to ask a question as B.C. Premier Christy Clark and Education Minister Peter Fassbender talk about the ongoing teachers' dispute at a news conference in Vancouver on Sept. 3, 2014. B.C. Premier Christy Clark and Education Minister Peter Fassbender leave a news conference after talking about the ongoing teachers' dispute in Vancouver on Sept.3, 2014. B.C students who are missing public school because of the teachers' strike rallied in front of the Vancouver Art Gallery on Sept. 2, 2014 against the job action. Emma Jackson, 14, entering Grade 10 at Windermere Secondary School, holds a sign with purposely misspelled words. Cleo Petric-Neighbour, left, and her friend Milan Gill, both six years old and entering Grade 1 at Lord Roberts Elementary School hold signs at the Vancouver rally. Ray Stewart, a teacher from Keating Elementary Saanich School district, joins parents, teachers and politicians rallying for B.C. education dubbed "Christy's Class" during a teach-in on the B.C. Legislature lawn in Victoria, B.C., Sept. 2, 2014 during what should be the first day of classes across the province. Kids draw chalk outlines as they join with their parents, teachers and politicians rally on the B.C. Legislature lawn in Victoria, B.C., September 2, 2014 during what should be the first day of classes across the province. Teachers walk the picket line outside the Britannia Secondary and Elementary Schools in Vancouver on Tuesday, Sept. 2, 2014. Teachers man the picket line outside the Britannia Secondary and Elementary Schools in Vancouver, B.C. Tuesday, Sept. 2, 2014. B.C. Teachers' Federation (BCTF) President Jim Iker speaks to the media regarding the ongoing teachers strike outside the Britannia Secondary and Elementary Schools in Vancouver on Tuesday, Sept. 2, 2014. Terri Scott, a sub-local president in Stewart, B.C., gets an unexpected picket line visitor on Aug. 29, 2014. B.C. Education Minister Peter Fassbender speaks about the teachers' strike and confirms classes at public school will not begin as scheduled, during a news conference in Vancouver, B.C., on Sunday Aug. 31, 2014. Mediator Vince Ready arrives at exploratory talks in the B.C. teachers' dispute on Aug. 28, 2014. After two days, he walked away from the meetings, saying the two sides were still too far apart for mediation to begin. B.C. Teachers' Federation president Jim Iker listens to a reporter's question in Victoria, B.C. on Aug. 27, 2014 after a meeting with all sides in the teachers' contract dispute at the legislature in Victoria. Education Minister Peter Fassbender speaks to media in Victoria, B.C., Aug. 27, 2014. A face-to-face meeting between all sides in the strike by public school teachers was held at the legislature in Victoria. Click here for full coverage of the contract dispute. B.C. senior government negotiator Peter Cameron speaks to media in Victoria, B.C. on Aug. 27, 2014 after a meeting with all sides in the teachers' contract dispute at the legislature in Victoria. Teachers rally in Kamloops where their union was holding its summer meeting on Aug. 24, 2014. Teachers gather in Campbell River on Aug. 8, 2014. Pickets have been held every Wednesday in Vernon. The Creston Valley Teachers' Association have been picketing in August. Saanich teachers were out raising support for their cause in early August. Rally in Vanderhoof. Rally in Vanderhoof. Rally in Vanderhoof. Teachers hold signs in Fort Nelson. A picket line in Kamloops-Thompson on Aug. 7, 2014. Teachers picket in front of Conrad Elementary School in Prince Rupert on Aug. 5, 2014. Teachers picket in Creston, B.C. on July 29, 2014. Gwen Floyd, centre, and her sons Quinlan Floyd, 5, dressed as Batman and Aidan Floyd, 9, dressed as a police officer, walk the picket line with teachers Brigitte Boily, left, Matthew McBride and Olivier Salvas, far right, outside L'Ecole Bilingue Elementary School on the first day of a full-scale walkout by B.C. public school teachers in Vancouver on June 17, 2014. Dressed as a police officer Aidan Floyd, 9, left, and his brother Quinlan Floyd, 5, dressed as Batman, walk with striking teachers and their mom, Gwen Floyd outside L'Ecole Bilingue Elementary School on the first day of a full-scale walkout by B.C. public school teachers in Vancouver on June 17, 2014. From left to right, Caroline Lichimo, a Grade 1 teacher, Lyse Cote, a teacher librarian, and Ginaya Peters, who teaches French immersion to special needs students, talk while sitting on the picket line outside Lord Tennyson Elementary School on the first day of a full-scale walkout by B.C. public school teachers in Vancouver on June 17, 2014. B.C. Education Minister Peter Fassbender walks to meet reporters in Vancouver on the first day of a full-scale walkout by B.C. public school teachers. B.C. Education Minister Peter Fassbender speaks about the status of bargaining with the teachers' union on June 17, 2014. Hundreds of B.C. teachers, parents and other union supporters rallied on the lawn of the B.C. legislature on June 16, 2014 in Victoria to protest against Premier Christy Clark and the government's latest contract offer. Click here for stories on the contract dispute. B.C. Teachers' Federation head Jim Iker speaks to media on the first day of the union's full-scale walkout on June 17, 2014. Teachers walk the picket line in Fort Nelson, B.C. on the first day of the full-scale strike on June 17, 2014. Teachers walk the picket line in Fort Nelson, B.C. on June 17, 2014. Teachers walk the picket line in Burnaby, B.C. on June 17, 2014. Teachers walk the picket line in Burnaby, B.C. on June 17, 2014. A rally in support of the BCTF was held in Victoria on June 16. A rally in support of the BCTF was held in Victoria on June 16. Hundreds of teachers rally at Bill Copeland Arena in Burnaby on June 16, 2014. Hundreds of teachers rally in Burnaby on June 16, 2014. Hundreds of teachers rally in Burnaby on June 16, 2014. Hundreds of teachers rally in Burnaby on June 16, 2014. Hundreds of teachers rally in Burnaby on June 16, 2014. Hundreds of teachers rally in Burnaby on June 16, 2014. Hundreds of teachers rally in Burnaby on June 16, 2014. Students use protest signs referencing the "Harry Potter" franchise and B.C. Education Minister Peter Fassbender. A crowd rallies in front of the Vancouver office of the B.C. Public School Employers' Association on June 10, 2014. A crowd rallies in front of the Vancouver office of the B.C. Public School Employers' Association on June 10, 2014. A crowd rallies in front of the Vancouver office of the B.C. Public School Employers' Association on June 10, 2014. A crowd rallies in front of the Vancouver office of the B.C. Public School Employers' Association on June 10, 2014. A crowd rallies in front of the Vancouver office of the B.C. Public School Employers' Association on June 10, 2014. A crowd rallies in front of the Vancouver office of the B.C. Public School Employers' Association on June 10, 2014. A crowd rallies in front of the Vancouver office of the B.C. Public School Employers' Association on June 10, 2014. NDP MLA Adrian Dix addresses the crowd at a rally in front of the Vancouver office of the B.C. Public School Employers' Association on June 10, 2014. A record turnout of teachers voted on escalating job action to a full-scale strike on June 9/10, 2014. A record turnout of teachers voted on escalating job action to a full-scale strike on June 9/10, 2014. A crowd rallies in Victoria on June 10, 2014. Teachers in Vancouver eat their lunch on the street because they're locked out during their midday break. Hundreds attend a rally in Surrey, B.C. on June 7, 2014 to support teachers in their contract dispute with the province. Hundreds attend a rally in Surrey, B.C. on June 7, 2014 to support teachers in their contract dispute with the province. Hundreds attend a rally in Surrey, B.C. on June 7, 2014 to support teachers in their contract dispute with the province. Hundreds attend a rally in Surrey, B.C. on June 7, 2014 to support teachers in their contract dispute with the province. Hundreds attend a rally in Surrey, B.C. on June 7, 2014 to support teachers in their contract dispute with the province. Hundreds attend a rally in Surrey, B.C. on June 7, 2014 to support teachers in their contract dispute with the province. Hundreds attend a rally in Surrey, B.C. on June 7, 2014 to support teachers in their contract dispute with the province. Hundreds attend a rally in Surrey, B.C. on June 7, 2014 to support teachers in their contract dispute with the province. Hundreds attend a rally in Surrey, B.C. on June 7, 2014 to support teachers in their contract dispute with the province. Hundreds attend a rally in Surrey, B.C. on June 7, 2014 to support teachers in their contract dispute with the province. Parents support teachers on the picket line in Summerland on June 6, 2014. Teachers take a stand in Pemberton on June 6, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Students show their support for B.C. teachers on the steps of the Vancouver Art Gallery. Students at John Oliver Secondary School in Vancouver walked out of class on June 4, 2014 to protest being put in the middle of the contract dispute between teachers and the province. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Students at John Oliver Secondary School in Vancouver walked out of class on June 4, 2014 to protest being put in the middle of the contract dispute between teachers and the province. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Students in Campbell River walked out of class on June 4, 2014 to protest being put in the middle of the contract dispute between teachers and the province. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers rally in Comox, B.C. on June 3, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Members from the BCTF francophonie local picket outside Ecole Au Coeur De L'ile in Comox. Members of the B.C. Federation of Labour and Canadian Labour Congress gather to support teachers outside Cambie Secondary School in Richmond, B.C. on June 2, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Members of CUPE join teachers on the picket line at Mitchell Elementary in Richmond, B.C. on June 2, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Union leaders speak to media on June 2, 2014 in Richmond, B.C. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers picket in West Kelowna on June 2, 2014. B.C. Teachers' Federal president Jim Iker speaks to teachers outside Princess Margaret School in Surrey on May 29, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Striking outside the Invergarry Adult Education Centre in Surrey, B.C. on May 29, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. B.C. Teachers' Federal president Jim Iker speaks to teachers outside Invergarry Adult Education Centre in Surrey on May 29, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers wave to supporters outside Valleyview Secondary School in Kamloops on May 28, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers picket in Kamloops on May 28, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. A student shows support for teachers in Kamloops on May 28, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. A teacher pickets on horseback in 150 Mile House on May 27, 2014. A sign posted on a classroom door at Vancouver Technical Secondary School. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers rally during rush hour in Kelowna on May 27, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Kelowna teachers wore pink and rallied from the city's overpasses on May 27, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. A sign of support for B.C. teachers from a house in Kelowna. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers in Richmond pass time on the 3:30 a.m. shift on the picket line on May 27, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Students and parents left a message for teachers in Richmond on May 27, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. On the picket line with an effigy of B.C. Premier Christy Clark at Kitsilano Secondary School on May 26, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. A student from City School speaks to a teacher on the picket line in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. On the picket line at Kitsilano Secondary School on May 26, 2014. Click here for more on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. A teacher on strike at Britannia Secondary School in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Click here for more on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers stand under the sign for Templeton High School in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Click here for more on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers on strike speak to a supporter outside Templeton Secondary School in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Ryan Tanabe, left, a teacher, and his father Rod Tanabe, a counsellor teacher at Killarney Secondary School, walk the picket line outside the school in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Click here for more on the B.C. teachers contract dispute. Teachers in the central Okanagan were part of rotating strikes on May 27, 2014. These are educators from Constable Neil Bruce Middle School in West Kelowna. Supporters of B.C. teachers rally in the Sooke School District. Surrey teachers pose with their growing pile of marking during the first day of rotating strikes. Teachers picket in New Westminster on May 26, the first day of rotating strikes in a contract dispute with the province. Grade 12 Eric Hamber Secondary student Sarah Bercic wears a T-shirt supporting B.C. teachers. Teachers picket in Penticton on May 26, the first day of rotating strikes in a contract dispute with the province. Anya Prokopeva, 8, a Grade 3 student in New Westminister, and her mom Julie Prokopeva, right, a member of the support staff at Killarney Secondary School, pass by striking teachers as they leave after walking the picket line outside the school in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Anya Prokopeva, 8, a Grade 3 student in New Westminister, uses a strike sign for shade rests as her mom Julie Prokopeva, a member of the support staff at Killarney Secondary School, walks a picket line outside the school in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. One of the earliest picket lines on the first day of the teachers' walkout was in Golden, B.C., which is in the Mountain time zone. Jim Iker, president of the B.C. Teachers' Federation, speaks to reporters on May 26, the first day of rotating strikes, at Vancouver's Charles Dickens Elementary. Jim Iker, president of the B.C. Teachers' Federation, speaks to reporters on May 26, the first day of rotating strikes, at Vancouver's Charles Dickens Elementary. Jim Iker, president of the B.C. Teachers' Federation, speaks to reporters on May 26, the first day of rotating strikes, at Vancouver's Charles Dickens Elementary. Striking teachers man a picket line outside Killarney Secondary School in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Public school teachers across British Columbia started rotating strikes Monday, a move that will put more than half a million students out of class for one day each this week. B.C. NDP Leader John Horgan poses with teachers in the Sooke School District. A rally in Coquitlam on May 25. Premier Christy Clark's face is seen on anti-bullying T-shirts at a rally in Coquitlam. Surrey teachers at Johnston Heights Secondary rally on May 23, 2014.  Share  Tweet  ✖ Advertisement Share this ✖ close Current Slide More: Video Bc Teacher Strike Cp Peter Fassbender Bc Schools B.C. Teachers Strike 2014 Bc Education Teachers Strike BC BC Teachers Strike BC Politics Jim Iker Suggest a correction Around the Web B.C. teachers' strike: 8 things you need to know - British Columbia ... Most Popular B.C. Teen Killed By Train Was Wearing Headphones, Texting: RCMP Facebook Anthem Singer's Fall Is Lesson In Showmanship YouTube Pastafarian Loses B.C. Driver's Licence Over Holy Colander YouTube LOOK: Stunning Scenes By B.C.'s October Photographer David Chang Photography Elderly Asian Women Attacked In Vancouver Nastco via Getty Images Lawyers Of Convicted Surrey Six Gangsters Want Mistrial Darryl Dyck/CP LOOK: Old Vancouver Bank's New Life Jason Statler When It Comes to Jumbo Glacier Resort, All Questions Lead Back To Powerful Minister Caillum Smith | Flickr Vancouver Mom Who Killed Her 2 Babies Sentenced CityTV YouTube Aldergrove School Playground Condemned North Otter Elementary Facebook This Derelict Van 'Home' Costs $550/Month To Rent In B.C. Bill Everitt Petronas Threatens To Delay B.C. LNG Project By A Decade MyLoupe/UIG via Getty Images 45 Signs You're A Vancouver Canucks Fan Getty Images Intruder Dies After Being Caught By Homeowner, Neighbour Shutterstock / sculpies Recognize This Photo? Here's The Story Behind It Claude P. Dettloff/CP/National Archives of Canada Stanley Park Pedestrian Dies After Crash With Cyclist Getty Premier Denies Downplaying B.C. LNG Expectations Jonathan Hayward/CP Vancouver Is The Reason Alyssa Milano Quit TV Show Paul Archuleta via Getty Images City Of Vancouver Taking Arbutus Corridor Fight To Court Darryl Dyck/The Canadian Press Vancouver Mayor Focuses On Pipelines For Re-Election Campaign Vision Vancouver Facebook FOLLOW HUFFPOST Email Email Address Options HuffPost Daily Brief British Columbia Get top stories and blog posts emailed to me each day.. Facebook HuffPost British Columbia Twitter HuffPost Follow British Columbia Follow Google Plus HuffPost British Columbia RSS The Huffington Post British Columbia All RSS / Feeds Phone Available on the App Store Android App on Google Play Get it at Blackberry App World Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search advertise log in make HuffPost your home page RSS careers FAQ user agreement privacy policy comment policy about us about our ads contact us Copyright ©2014 TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. "The Huffington Post" is a registered trademark of TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. All rights reserved. Part of HPMG News Use this form to alert a HuffPost editor about a factual or typographical error in this story. Notify message * Required * * * What kind of error is this? Choose an option Factual or typographical Comment moderation problem Rights and permissions Other * What is the correction? 0 count Describe the error here (1,000 character limit) * Type the words below so we know you are not a cyborg Sign me up for The Huffington Post's Daily Brief Thank you!)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=14156&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 1997 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 9, Number 7, May/June 1997 Grievetalk by Lynne Sinclair I have always liked the grievance that resulted in a direct and immediate benefit for teachers. Such was the case with two recent Vancouver grievances, both dealing with post-and-fill issues. The first grievance was about whether teachers on temporary appointments have the right to prior consideration for placement after June 15 and what prior consideration means. The Vancouver language has post-and-fill priority bands whereby positions are filled in priority order, but after June 15 vacancies are not posted and the employer fills the positions from people not yet on assignment. In addition, Vancouver has language in another article that gives teachers who are on or who held a temporary contract in the past three years prior consideration for positions. The employer did not place a number of teachers in this category after the regular post-and-fill process, claiming that they were not entitled to prior consideration over the summer. Arbitrator Marguerite Jackson upheld the grievance, ruling that over the summer period, teachers who had held temporary contracts must be given prior consideration over individuals not within the priority groups above them in the post-and-fill language. She further ruled that prior consideration means that the teacher on temporary contract with the necessary qualifications is to be awarded the position over anyone not in a higher priority band. This is a significant interpretation of prior consideration and will assist locals around the province in fighting for the rights of internal applicants. Thanks to the tireless efforts of the Vancouver locals, many teachers have been given positions and continuing appointments. In another post-and-fill grievance, Arbitrator Marguerite Jackson mediated a settlement by which 25 teachers will receive continuing appointments and a portion of their salary as far back as two years. In addition, nine teachers who had left the district will receive some retroactive salary from September 1, 1995, until the date they left the district and will be entitled, if available, to a permanent TOC position from April 1, 1997 until June 30, 1997 and to apply and participate in the post-and-fill process this spring as internal candidates. The employer had flagrantly violated the post-and-fill rules of the collective agreement by not posting vacancies and by making placements without regard for the priority bands in the post-and-fill process. Again, lots of work by the Vancouver locals has had a huge payoff for many teachers who would otherwise be un/underemployed and without tenure. As the post-and-fill process gears up for next year, all members should be vigilant of their rights--we fought hard to win them and the results are rewarding! In particular, TOCs and teachers on temporary contract may need the added eyes and ears of their colleagues in ensuring that posted positions are applied for, etc. Good luck to any of you who are thinking of applying this spring. Lynne Sinclair is the BCTF's grievance co-ordinator.)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/11/corporate-advertising-in-public-schools.html?showComment0751353385942675,Staffroom Confidential: Corporate advertising in public schools Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Thursday, November 15, 2012 Corporate advertising in public schools I noticed in the news this week that a debate is taking place in Alberta over the consideration of selling naming rights to companies for school facilities and classrooms. The administration at the Calgary Board claims the funds are necessary to create classrooms that provide hands-on learning in technology education. (http://metronews.ca/news/calgary/428011/trustee-wants-corporate-sponsorship-in-cbe-schools-put-to-public-survey/) Thankfully, the NDP education critic, David Eggan, has opposed this measure - so someone is speaking up to keep corporate ads out of schools. Advertising in schools is extremely problematic on a number of levels. First, schools are public spaces that should serve the public interest, not corporate interests. Additionally, allowing advertising in schools can pervert a school's primary function - teaching and learning. Choices should always be made based on pedagogy, but when free materials or free equipment is offered, school administrators feel pressured, particularly when budgets are slim. Already, schools are full of advertising - on score boards in gymnasiums, on the Coke machines in the hallways, in the resources provided free of change to teachers (such as materials on loans and credit from VISA and videos on puberty from KOTEX). But children and teenagers are such a lucrative market that corporations and businesses want more. Here in BC a crafty entrepreneur has developed "Chatter High". It is a web site where teens answer quiz questions about companies and non-profit institutions and can use points to win prizes. To find the answer, they use a "hint" which tells them how to go to the company web site. So a student might spend ten or twenty minutes searching web sites to find the answers to get the points to win the prizes. Chatter High sells the rights to be on their service to local Victoria businesses. If you go into the Victoria airport, you will see giant billboards advertising to local businesses how they can purchase this service (see photos above). In the schools, daily announcements invite teens to sign on to Chatter High so they don't miss out on the prizes. I signed up for Chatter High, wondering if I would see Camosun College and UVic, but on my first visit the only educational institute was Sprott Shaw College, and the prizes were for local spas. Hardly the kind of thorough and useful information a student might want or need as part of their career development education. In essence, this profit making service is filtering what information is being marketed to students using school property and resources including the announcement system and the computer labs. They are making a business of selling access to students in schools. In an interview with the Saanich News, school Principal Judy Harrison had this to say to defend the use of this commercial product at Spectrum Community School: 'Harrison justifies the inclusion of businesses on the site, most which have no clear connection to education, since they’re merely providing incentives for students, such as gift certificates for gas or ferry travel.“I guess we’re all enticed by prizes,” Harrison said. “The (most) time was spent on answering the questions, so that’s where it was consistent.”' (http://www.saanichnews.com/news/159574585.html) Across North America under funded school systems are facing increasing pressure to use advertising and charity to make up budget shortfalls. But these come with a very serious cost. In Seattle, when the Board proposed selling ads in schools, parents reacted strongly: At a community meeting on the issue, one parent said, "Schools should be all about teaching students to make their own choices, not coercing them to buy things they don't need. Schools should not be selling my child as a consumer to corporations."    Another said, "We need less materialism in this country, not more. To 'teach' children that they 'need' unnecessary commercial products is morally wrong. That this is done on commercial television is bad enough. But to do it in a public school is reprehensible."  (http://www.ibiblio.org/commercialfree/commercialism.html) Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 2:50 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 11 comments: AnonymousNovember 16, 2012 at 2:45 PM An interesting quote on their website from Greater Victoria School District Superintendent. ChatterHigh.com is a resource-filled website that offers learning and an inclusive method of much-needed fundraising. Students are learning and exploring relevant resources for post-secondary education and career information. John Gaiptman Superintendent of Schools, School District 61ReplyDelete AnonymousNovember 19, 2012 at 8:32 PM I am the question provider for Camosun College and I have had nothing but positive feedback from all the teachers, counsellors, students, and parents that I have talked to about Chatter High. These quizes are a way for high school students to gain important information about post-secondary and career opportunities. There are numerous options for students after they graduate from high school, and I know that if I had the option to do a short quiz, which helped me learn about college/university, while also having the chance to win a prize and earn money for my school, I would have started thinking about post-secondary at a much earlier age. In addition to that, I have noticed that the competitions foster school spirit as high schools compete against each other for Camosun's $1250, $750, and $500 cash prizes, which we awarded to Spectrum Community School, Claremont Secondary, and Parkland Secondary last year. It is each high school's decision whether they will participate in Chatter High, but I have found that it is an interactive way for youth to get engaged and excited about pursuing higher education. Kind regardsReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeNovember 20, 2012 at 8:19 AM Well, I think it is a sad commentary if "school spirit" has to come through winning prizes on a commercial web site. What about a collective school activity to do something positive for the world or for children or others suffering from malnutrition or war? Chatter high is selective - only those institutions that purchase the service will be shown to teens, so they are getting a restricted view of their options. Public schools should be telling our children all of their options, not just about the ones who will pay for in-school advertising. This system also teaches children to respond to cash prizes rather than their own curiosity about their futures and interests. Everything about it is wrong, in my opinion.Delete Reply AnonymousNovember 20, 2012 at 8:47 AM I am a teacher in the Lower Mainland who has started using ChatterHigh.com has a quick resource for Planning 10. As you may know, Planning 10 has 4 main organizers: Graduation Program and Graduation Transitions, Finance, Health, and Education and Careers. I find the questions posed on this website do align with learning outcomes and it is a fun, easy, independent way for students to "see what's out there". The points/prize system is a motivator but not the sole reason I use the website on occasion. As with anything, if the students and parents register on ChatterHigh, it is optional.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeNovember 20, 2012 at 9:33 AM How is reading this (just copied from my Chatter High account) part of Planning 10? It is an advertisement. "Value $25 One Tooth Activewear (formerly OTFitwear) proudly offers 80% Canadian made, high quality yoga/run/fitness/dance wear. Womens & mens apparel. We are across from Pagliacci's near Fort & Broad St in downtown Victoria. 1006 Broad St. 250-388-7071" Delete AnonymousNovember 20, 2012 at 9:55 AM It's called a prize description, so people know what they are entering for.Delete Reply AnonymousNovember 20, 2012 at 2:36 PM I have taken a number of the quizzes and found that they are very appropriate for Planning 10, providing information about post-secondary programs. The goal, as I see it, is to expand students' knowledge about what is available to them after graduation, and encourage them to pursue their post-secondary dreams. What the writer has failed to understand is that the "businesses" are simply donating prizes. They are not selling anything to the students. I highly doubt that the students would even take the time to find out more about those businesses. Jane Hayhoe Yale SecondaryReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeNovember 20, 2012 at 2:52 PM Some donate prizes, others purchase the service and submit questions, and many of these are private businesses, such as Sprott Shaw College and BC Turkey Farmers. Some information is useful, some is not. All of it is paid advertising. I don't believe the inclusion of some non-profits makes the rest ok. Here is question 1 and 3 from today's quiz: Question 1/10 Shawn has been producing turkeys since 1992. His farm is one of the largest in BC. How many staff does he have on the farm? 1 man farm 3 man farm 10 man farm 15 man farm Click here for a hint and earn 50 points Question 3/10 Island Sexual Health Society provides free condoms to anyone who needs them. How many steps do we list for proper condom use? Ten Seven Fourteen One Click here for a hint and earn 50 pointsDelete Reply FionaNovember 21, 2012 at 3:24 PM I'm disappointed to be reading this about ChatterHigh. To me, it does not appear that the writer has even taken the time to do their research on ChatterHigh. If you had taken the time to actually do the quizzes, you would know that they take perhaps between 5 - 10 mins. in total to complete. When you click on the hint link, it takes you straight to the page where you will find the answer. Not all questions are post education related, some are about health, jobs etc. There are many options for kids after they graduate from school and not all kids are going to go on to post education. All kids need to know what is available to them out there, regardless of how that information is transmitted. ChatterHigh is just another tool to help students with their decisions once they have graduated. Individual schools will never be able to get all of the necessary info. out to students about life after graduation and I for one, am thankful there are other resources to help them. I am a parent of 2 girls that graduated from Spectrum Community School last June and yes, we won both competitions. It was great to see the whole school come together and support their 2012 graduating class in the hopes of winning this money to put on the school's first Dry Grad Event. To me, this is "School Spirit" and I see no difference if they had come together to do something for the community or for their school. They did it collectively and had fun doing it. Being able to enter draws to win some fabulous prizes was a nice bonus, but if you chose not to enter draws, you didn't have too. For our school, it was about winning the competitions, winning prizes was secondary. Is it really any different than the school using announcements to talk about Camosun College, or UVIC than using it to talk about ChatterHigh? I know a few students who changed their or made up their minds about their career paths because of ChatterHigh. Had it not been for ChatterHigh, who knows where these kids might have ended up. When I was doing the quizzes on a daily basis, I learnt a lot of information that I otherwise knew nothing about. On some of the websites, I would minimize the window to go back to the site later to have a look and learn some more and perhaps pass that information on to my kids. Most of our students did their quizzes at home, not using the school's computers. I'm sure lots of kids log on to their Facebook, email or twitter accounts at school, so why not ChatterHigh? At least they would be learning something useful!! Who are you to decide what information is useful and what is not? Isn't that up to the individual user to decide? Do you know for a fact that ChatterHigh is making a profit? Do you know for a fact that ChatterHigh is Corporate Sponsored Advertising? I strongly suggest that you do your research on ChatterHigh before you berate them for trying to do something good for our high school students. On a final note, Spectrum Community School was so impressed with ChatterHigh and the good that they are doing, that we invited this crafty businessman to be our keynote speaker at our 2012 Graduation Ceremony. Keep up the good work ChatterHigh, you are doing great things for our students!!ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeNovember 21, 2012 at 3:33 PM I agree that students should be aware of options for after graduation...that is why we have Planning 10, Graduationa Transitions, and counselling services. Teachers and school counsellors can collect information in an unbiased manner, that truly does provide students with their full range of options. Chatter High only provides information of the businesses who purchase their services.Delete Reply FionaNovember 21, 2012 at 3:57 PM Planning 10 classes all vary from school to school. Taking planning 10 in Grade 10 or in some cases, kids take it in Grade 11, that is a huge time difference between Grade 10 and Grade 12. Kids just want to get the class over and done with as fast as they can. We are talking high school students here, most who can't wait to be done with school and most who don't seek the services of counsellors or other options available to them. Do teachers and schools have all the information and I do mean all, to pass on to kids? At least with ChatterHigh, they actually had to read in order to answer the questions and learnt at the same time. A lot of the kids at our school would never have been made aware of some of the options available to them had it not been for doing their ChatterHigh quizzes. ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ▼  November (6) Technology in school? How much is too much Corporate advertising in public schools Thoughts on parent advocacy and the Moore decision... Technology in a 21st Century Learning Inc world The slow death of special education Attacks on public education are working...where is... ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13200&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 1999 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 11, Number 7, May/June 1999 Teaching peace in a time of war by Pat Clarke The war in the Balkans has once again raised the issue of how teachers and our organizations teach and advocate for peace in a time of war. The conflict in Kosovo has been characterized as a “just war.” Many find that notion an oxymoron. The BCTF, for its part, has always promoted peaceful resolution of conflict. We have done this on a local level with programs and workshops on conflict resolution and violence prevention. Less well known is our long standing activism on international peace issues. During the 1980s, the Federation was a prominent participant in the international campaign against nuclear weapons. The BCTF banner, borne ahead of a large contingent of teachers, was a fixture of the massive peace marches held in Vancouver at the time. The BCTF was a founding and sustaining member of the Peace Education Centre, which worked to make peace and conflict resolution an important issue for educators. At the same time, several hundred members of the BCTF formed the Peace Education provincial specialist association. This is now the Peace and Global Education PSA. But advocating and working for peace has always had a controversial edge. In the ’80s, when the issue centred on nuclear disarmament, there was contention over the question of security and, of course, long-standing distrust of the “other side.” In 1990, the Gulf War erupted, and the Federation, driven by its involvement in the peace movement, took a public position opposing the war. The objections were swift and loud. This, after all, was a “just war” against a certifiable villain. Never mind that only a few years before, the villain had been an ally and his chemical warfare against indigenous Kurds had not been an issue worthy of our attention. At the time he was in a war with Iran, which, from the western point of view, was a good thing. The Federation’s antiwar position ran headlong into a public galvanized by stories of babies in incubators being murdered. The story was a fabrication, and media coverage in general was sensationalized, but it served its purpose, which was to make any opposition to the war seem inhuman, irrational, and stupid. The response to the BCTF’s antiwar position on the Gulf War was so fractious that a lesson aid on the situation had to be withdrawn. Feelings regarding the war were strongly held, and the perspectives elaborated in the material became a source of such disagreement that there was no consensus on what was fact and what wasn’t. Wars do that. As the expression says, “Truth is the first casualty of war.” In hindsight, our stance on the Gulf War and the publication of the lesson aid may have been naive, but it nevertheless reflected a sincere commitment to “teaching for peace.” It is difficult to separate our day-to-day work with children and youth from a broader public interest. We all intuitively know that violent resolution of schoolyard disputes becomes a template for adult behaviour. That is why so many people immediately saw hypocrisy in the American president’s response to the Littleton Colorado violence, saying children must learn to resolve issues without resorting to violence while he was simultaneously ordering a bombing mission in Yugoslavia. The war in the Balkans is, like the Gulf War, a controversial and complex matter for teachers trying to help young people understand. It is so controversial that in some schools it has been banned as a classroom topic. This seems a sad surrender to the bullies and visigoths who will not engage in thoughtful discussion. The problem for teachers trying to deal with the issues is that when it comes to war as a current event, the “middle ground” is the most dangerous place to be. For those most affected and passionately involved, there is no “on the other hand.” Our long-standing position as a collective of teachers is, however, quite serviceable—teach peace and teach about peace—teach about peacefully resolving conflict. In the case of the current “just” war in the Balkans, this means teaching about the war in a context of peace. How could this conflict have been avoided? If the primary objective is peace, how could we approach the historic problems of the region differently? And now that the bombing and forced removals have begun, how can we stop them? We teachers worry about being biased or overly subjective, but teaching peace is not about who is right or wrong—it is about solving the problem of violent conflict. Recently the BCTF Executive Committee unanimously carried resolutions calling for an end to bombing in Yugoslavia and an end to the forced removal of Albanians from Kosovo. The issue is peace, and these motions reflect our belief that, as teachers, we have a primary responsibility to set an example to a new generation that there are alternatives to violence to resolve conflict. This is a generation that, more than any generation before it, needs to know how to put an end to war. Pat Clarke is an assistant director in the BCTF’s Professional Development Division.)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12044&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2001 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 13, Number 5, March 2001 New teachers Asking for help You are a trained teacher with new ideas and information. Situations or concerns may come up that you do not know how to handle. Ask others, and ask early. It is not a sign of incompetence to ask questions. Other people have experience in areas that you may not have. Asking early may save a lot of grief and a lot of time. Ask for support. Be honest about how hurt or how excited you are about a situation or project. Ask your local president, a mentor, other beginning teachers, a school counsellor, or your staff rep for help or advice. Saying yes and saying no It is all right to say no to too many extra-curricular activities or assignments. First-year teachers often think they have to do everything that is asked of them and do it well. There are only so many hours in a day, and you have only so much energy. If something is too much for you, say so. It doesn’t help anyone for you to be so stretched that you cannot do anything well or you are not getting the sleep you need. We tend to manage the symptoms of stress rather than make changes in the source. If you cannot figure out how to get into balance, get support from friends and staff members. For more information, check with your staff rep or local president, and seek out information about employee-assistance programs. Excerpts from the New Teachers’ Handbook. To obtain a copy, contact the BCTF PD Division, or check our web site: www.bctf.ca/NewTeachers/.)
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(20141007,www.huffingtonpost.ca,http://www.huffingtonpost.ca/news/bc-teachers-strike-2014/sha1.js,B.C. Teachers Strike 2014: Pictures, Videos, Breaking News Using a mobile device? Go to m.huffingtonpost.com for huffpost mobile. Vancouver Christy Clark B.C. First Nations Gregor Robertson More Log in Create Account Notifications Profile Settings Logout Edition: CA BR Brasil CA Canada DE Deutschland ES España FR France IT Italia JP 日本 (Japan) KR 한국 (Korea) MG Maghreb UK United Kingdom US United States Region: BC All Canada Alberta British Columbia Québec (en français) Follow FRONT PAGE Politics Ford Still Doesn't Understand Racism47 Kenney Posts Photos Of Iraqi Children To Make Case For ISIL Airstrikes86 Clinton: Canadian Help In ISIL Fight 'Indispensable'44 Unvetted Judge Joins Supreme Court40 Canada Sends Advance Team To Middle East109 Go to Politics More in Politics The Pulse Stephen Harper You might also like US Politics UK Politics Business Porn Company Has A Raunchy Deal For Air Canada Pilots Sun News Just Lost Its Main Source Of Content; What Now? Massive Canadian Newspaper Buyout90 Look What China Might Actually Build47 This Is How You Rack Up U.S. Roaming Charges While In Canada Go to Business More in Business Small Business Money You might also like Tech TechCrunch Autoblog WorldPost Spanish Nurse First To Contract Ebola Outside West Africa513 It's Been 3 Weeks Since Anyone's Seen Kim And Rumors Are Swirling89 3 New Findings On ISIS Weapons That You Should Know About Kurds Face Massacre In Syrian Border Town As Turkey Just Watches333 Turkish President Says Syrian Town Under Islamic State Siege Is About To Fall117 Go to WorldPost More in WorldPost Foreign Affairs World Elections Arab Uprising Afghanistan War Syria Crisis You might also like Travel Impact Living 100 Pumpkin Carvings That Will Inspire You Fried Maple Leaves Are A Delicacy In Japan, And We're Jealous Toronto Dubbed Fourth Most Livable City In The World WATCH: HuffPost Readers School Us On Toronto's Real Must-Eats 33 Signs You Live In Liberty Village Go to Living You might also like Healthy Living Food Recipes Divorce Women Parentdish Green Post50 Weddings Style Best Halloween Costumes For Men And Women Most Offensive Products In Retail Canadian Model Coco Rocha Is Pregnant! LOOK: Matthew McConaughey Wears 'Dazed And Confused' T-Shirt Go to Style More in Style Beauty Fashion Celeb Style Entertaining and Etiquette Stylelist Canada Wedding Style Home Style You might also like Style (U.S.) Weddings Stylelist Canada Entertainment Kris Jenner Opens Up About The Late Robert Kardashian JWoww 'Pulled A Britney' And Shaved Her Head35 Blake Lively Is Pregnant!30 Mariah Carey Proves She's Not Lip-Synching42 Is This Where George Clooney And Amal Alamuddin Honeymooned? Go to Entertainment You might also like Music Celebrity TV Moviefone Arts The Glamorous History Of Pin-Up Like You've Never Seen It Before Here Are A Bunch Of F*cking Delightful Artsy Cat Photos. You're Welcome. This Is What It Really Looks Like To Be A Modern Day Nun New Animation-Inspired Art Show Will Make You Yearn For Saturday Morning Cartoons Go to Arts You might also like Books Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Religion Alberta 20 Puppies Found Abandoned In Field Anti-Abortion Postcard Targets Tory MP.. Again23 Mystery 'GPO Girl' Turns Up In Calgary Jim Prentice: Time A Critical Factor In Alberta Worker Shortage12 Go to Alberta More in Alberta Alberta Politics Alberta Business Alison Redford Calgary Edmonton British Columbia Anthem Singer's Fall Is Lesson In Showmanship Pastafarian Loses B.C. Driver's Licence Over Holy Colander Elderly Asian Women Attacked In Vancouver Lawyers Of Convicted Surrey Six Gangsters Want Mistrial Petronas Threatens To Delay B.C. LNG Project By A Decade13 Go to British Columbia More in British Columbia B.C. Politics B.C. Business Christy Clark Vancouver ALL SECTIONS News Canada Politics Canada Business US Politics US Business World Media Sports Education Crime Weird News Good News Daily Finance Entertainment Entertainment Music TV Celebrity Comedy Art Books Moviefone Life & Style Living Style Home Healthy Living Taste Weddings Travel Parents Divorce Huff/Post 50 Marlo Thomas OWN Tech & Science Tech Science Green Techcrunch Engadget TUAW Joystiq Voices Impact Women Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Religion College Teen Local Quebec (French) Calgary Montreal Ottawa Toronto Vancouver Winnipeg Mapquest Patch.com Our Mobile Apps iPhone iPad HuffPost Live iPad Android Phone Android Tablet British Columbia B.C. Politics B.C. Business Christy Clark Vancouver rss of this page Like 45 featured blog posts B.C. Public Schools Need More Funding, Not Fundraising I find that the inadequacies of public education funding have ignited a fire in me. Is anyone else feeling like we should stop fundraising for the things that should be funded by the government? Mellissa Kimberley Mother, Artisan, Lifelong Learner     It's Time For B.C. Teachers To Stop Lying To Parents The teachers have been lying to us. For years. They've been covering it up. Papering over underfunding and mismanaged fiscal priorities with brightly coloured posters and sparkly stickers. Concealing an impoverished system by buying the damn supplies themselves. Without receiving so much as a tax break on those purchases. Naomi Lazarus Costume Designer, Mother I Refuse To Stop Spending My Own Money On My Classroom Yes, I've bought the materials in the boxes that I'll be hauling to work each day this week. And yes, I sincerely wish that I hadn't had to go out of pocket to make sure that my students get the best education that I can give them. The underfunding of public education in B.C. has already taken enough out of me. I refuse to let it take who I am as a teacher, too. Ashley D. MacKenzie High School Teacher A Normal Sunday, At Last The early afternoon sun brightens the kitchen as it shines down through the skylight; I can hear my two youngest children, managing to not bicker and argue their way through Lego Star Wars on the TV, and I'm sitting across the kitchen table from my teacher husband, typing this as he plots out his Socials 8 course for the year. This is the first Sunday in months that feels normal for us. Mellissa Kimberley Mother, Artisan, Lifelong Learner The Last Day of School As families in B.C. prepare for the long-awaited return to school, I am inspired to sit down and write out my own reflections of this past summer. In countless movies, we see children hard at work on their first day of classes, writing out their first essay of the school year. And so, I take a page from that to bring you "What I Did On My Last Day Of School." Mellissa Kimberley Mother, Artisan, Lifelong Learner   The Conspiracy Of Silence In B.C. Schools Is Over Well, here we are, with a deal to vote on. We're climbing up out of the trenches, dusting ourselves off, holding our noses against the stench of manipulation, and voting. We'll vote yes, but it won't be an overwhelming yes. Cecelia Griffiths B.C. Resource Teacher B.C. Teachers' Strike 2014: At What Cost? These past three months have been an exercise in spinning plates, deciding what bills must be paid now and which can sit for a month; making those excruciatingly embarrassing phone calls to utility companies to ask for extensions, explaining our circumstances and hoping for an understanding and lenient person on the other end of the phone. I can't help but shake my head, because shouldn't teachers with their professional training be able to make ends meet better than this? Mellissa Kimberley Mother, Artisan, Lifelong Learner B.C. Teachers Should Vote No To Tentative Deal Despite what I know was a Herculean effort on the part of our bargaining team, I very much hope that B.C. teachers will vote no to the tentative agreement. After five weeks of strike, and 12 years of legal battles, this is not the deal that will restore sanity to public education and it is not a fair deal for teachers and students. Tara Ehrcke Teacher, Activist, Citizen B.C. Teachers' Strike Was About Values, Not Economics Now, do I feel as though both sides compromised equally on this contract? No. I do feel like the teachers gave up more. But as much as I'd like a salary increase that actually kept up with the rate of inflation, and the budget to fund some firm way of handling class size and composition, this whole strike wasn't about economics. Ashley D. MacKenzie High School Teacher B.C. Teachers' Strike Is Epic Struggle Of Dinosaurs Millions of years ago, a triceratops and a Tyrannosaurus rex fought it out as the Cretaceous period came to a end. Neither realized their struggle was futile since they were both about to become extinct. The B.C. teachers' strike is another epic struggle of dinosaurs as the Ministry of Education and teachers' union are locked in bitter dispute over issues that have little significance since the market for education has fundamentally changed. Steven Burton Creator of Icicle, the HACCP Food Safety Platform Do B.C. Parents Have To Buy Toilet Paper Soon As Part Of School Supplies? Then there is the issue of school supplies. I have watched the list steadily lengthen over the years. This year alone, I have spent $300 just so my children can have adequate supplies for school. Not to mention that their supply lists include ridiculous items like Kleenex, photocopy paper and Ziploc bags. If our schools don't even have the funding to supply children with something to wipe their noses with, then like one parent said to me, "What's next, toilet paper?" Carolyn Moeller Mother, Community Volunteer, Bookkeeper A Rough Guide To E80 And The B.C. Teachers' Strike Everybody watching the B.C. public teachers' strike has heard of E80, and nobody understands it. Even the negotiating teams can't agree on what it means -- a pretty good sign that it should be deep-sixed pronto. The bottom line is that the parties' positions on E80 is fatally poisoned by distrust. Many fault the union, but it's the government who wrote the script. Sandy Garossino Business Owner, Community Advocate, former Crown prosecutor Christy Clark Is Balancing the Budget at the Expense of Kids and Teachers The current teachers federation vs. government struggle is more than a labour dispute. For those who look closely, what's revealed is a style of government that appears to disregard facts, deceive the public, tarnish the reputation of teachers, all in a move to pit the people against teachers and their legal right to due process under the law. Government's disdain for trained professionals in order to gain a political advantage is deplorable. No government should hide the truth of its past misconduct. No government should balance the budget at the expense of teachers and kids. Raffi Cavoukian Troubadour, Author I Served To Help Children Attend School Abroad, But Am Helpless In B.C. I sacrificed myself, along with my army buddies, to help children in other countries to attend school, but what can I do in my own country to get children back in school in B.C. Madam Premier, this is our province. Not just mine and definitely not just yours. This province is not just yours to destroy the rights and freedoms of the people. Dan Nickel Retired Army Mechanic, Hockey Coach B.C. Teachers' Strike: 5 Tips For Survival Dr. Divi Chandna Physician, Author Help B.C. Teachers Feel Valued With #thisisYOURstrikepay I am a B.C. teacher, and lately I feel like I should apologize for that. I'm so tired of hearing how awful I am. How greedy. How I shouldn't want more for my students. Let's get teachers feeling valued because things are rough right now, and it's getting hard to remember by ourselves. Kat Ling Teacher Chinese Parents' Group Takes Credit For Ending Teachers' Strike Quick Read | Comments | 10.01.2014 B.C. School Districts Ordered To Return All Strike Savings Quick Read | Comments | 09.26.2014 Return To Classes 'Very Emotional' Quick Read | Comments | 09.22.2014 BACK TO SCHOOL! Quick Read | Comments | 09.21.2014 Teachers Shut Out Of B.C. Liberal Fundraiser After 'Security' Concerns Quick Read | Comments (84) | 09.21.2014 The Secret Meeting That Broke The B.C. Teachers' Impasse Quick Read | Comments | 09.21.2014 'Neither Side Got Exactly What They Wanted' Quick Read | Comments | 09.20.2014 B.C. Teachers' Strike Ends With Bittersweet Contract Approval Quick Read | Comments | 09.19.2014 B.C. Teachers Vote On Bittersweet Contract Deal With Province Quick Read | Comments | 09.18.2014 Veteran Mediator Elevated To Hero Status In B.C. Quick Read | Comments | 09.16.2014 DEAL Quick Read | Comments (53) | 09.20.2014 B.C. Teachers' Dispute Spins Into Boycott Of Businesses Quick Read | Comments (147) | 09.17.2014 Is Mother Nature Trying To Say Something About Teachers' Strike? Quick Read | Comments | 09.16.2014 B.C. Teachers' Strike's 'Unintended Consequences' Quick Read | Comments (14) | 09.15.2014 About B.C. Teachers Strike 2014 Public teachers in British Columbia began rotating strikes in May 2014 which also included a partial lockout by the provincial government. It escalated to a full-scale walkout a month later as part of a bitter ongoing contract dispute. The sticking points are pay, class size and composition, and classroom support. A mediator walked out on exploratory talks a few days before the scheduled start of the 2014/15 school year, declaring the two sides too far apart to attempt mediation. Most Popular Whk00puh5k%2Bp%2FYVDIhQElYbiYJ7l%2BGrIFNmGT9XZrMc%3D ldmCcif%2FLlEpeCpvWnQdBL6uPgmTwBztX8Pvtt25%2BpM%3D exABQjIsjdWHWO96CaCs4EzuGVnbhGskyxYg%2Bc8ioXI%3D 1 of 3 B.C. Teachers Strike 2014: Gov't Won't Impose Settlement, Says De Jong 3 Comments A Teacher's Appeal To BC Liberals Of Conscience 54 Comments B.C. Teachers Strike 2014: Union Hopes For Mediation In August 2 Comments B.C. Teachers' Strike News Could Come Just Days Before Scheduled School Year 0 Comments Promising? Marathon Teachers' Strike Talks Go Into Wee Hours Quick Read | Comments (70) | 09.15.2014 Ontario Teachers Donate $100,000 To Striking B.C. Counterparts Quick Read | Comments (15) | 09.12.2014 WATCH: Singing Out Teachers' Strike Frustrations Quick Read | Comments | 09.12.2014 Homemade Study Guide Goes Viral To Help Grade 12 Students During Strike Quick Read | Comments | 09.12.2014 Education Minister No Longer Ruling Out Back-To-Work Legislation Quick Read | Comments (62) | 09.12.2014 Christy Clark Event Caterers Find Restaurant Window Smashed Quick Read | Comments (13) | 09.11.2014 'Widely Expected' Teachers' Vote Result Turns Up Pressure On Province Quick Read | Comments | 09.11.2014 Big Budget Surplus Not For Teachers' Deal: Finance Minister Quick Read | Comments (64) | 09.10.2014 Voucher System For B.C. Schools 'Categorically Not True': Minister Quick Read | Comments (38) | 09.09.2014 B.C. Union Leaders Urge Clark To Accept Binding Arbitration Quick Read | Comments (32) | 09.09.2014 Bus Driver Rejected Student Fare Due To Strike: Teen Quick Read | Comments | 09.09.2014 Pages:   1 2 3 4 5 Advertise | Make HuffPost your Home Page | RSS | Careers | FAQ User Agreement | Privacy | Comment Policy | About Us | About Our Ads | Contact Us Copyright © 2014 TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. | "The Huffington Post" is a registered trademark of TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. All rights reserved. Part of HPMG News)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9872,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2002 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 2, Nov./Dec. 2002 Teacher gives business a lesson about blueberries by Jamie Vollmer "If I ran my business the way you people operate your schools, I wouldn’t be in business very long!" I stood before an auditorium filled with outraged teachers who were becoming angrier by the minute. My speech had entirely consumed their precious 90 minutes of inservice. Their initial icy glares had turned to restless agitation. You could cut the hostility with a knife. I represented a group of business people dedicated to improving public schools. I was an executive at an ice-cream company that became famous in the middle 1980s when People magazine chose our blueberry as the "Best Ice Cream in America." I was convinced of two things. First, public schools needed to change; they were archaic selecting and sorting mechanisms designed for the industrial age and out of step with the needs of our emerging "knowledge society." Second, educators were a major part of the problem: they resisted change, hunkered down in their feathered nests, protected by tenure and shielded by a bureaucratic monopoly. They needed to look to business. We knew how to produce quality. Zero defects! TQM! Continuous improvement! In retrospect, the speech was perfectly balanced: equal parts ignorance and arrogance. As soon as I finished, a woman’s hand shot up. She appeared polite, pleasant. She was, in fact, a razor-edged, veteran, high-school English teacher who had been waiting to unload. She began quietly, "We are told, sir, that you manage a company that makes good ice cream." I smugly replied, "Best ice cream in America, Ma’am." "How nice," she said. "Is it rich and smooth?" "Sixteen percent butterfat," I crowed. "Premium ingredients?" she inquired. "Super-premium! Nothing but triple A." I was on a roll. I never saw the next line coming. "Mr. Vollmer," she said, leaning forward with a wicked eyebrow raised to the sky, "when you are standing on your receiving dock and you see an inferior shipment of blueberries arrive, what do you do?" In the silence of that room, I could hear the trap snap... I was dead meat, but I wasn’t going to lie. "I send them back." "That’s right!" she barked, "and we can never send back our blueberries. We take them big, small, rich, poor, gifted, exceptional, abused, frightened, confident, homeless, rude, and brilliant. We take them with ADHD, junior rheumatoid arthritis, and English as their second language. We take them all! Every one! And that, Mr. Vollmer, is why it’s not a business. It’s school!" In an explosion, all 290 teachers, principals, bus drivers, aides, custodians, and secretaries jumped to their feet and yelled, "Yeah! Blueberries! Blueberries!" And so began my long transformation. Since then, I have visited hundreds of schools. I have learned that a school is not a business. Schools are unable to control the quality of their raw material, they are dependent upon the vagaries of politics for a reliable revenue stream, and they are constantly mauled by a howling horde of disparate, competing customer groups that would send the best CEO screaming into the night. The most important thing I have learned is that schools reflect the attitudes, beliefs, and health of the communities they serve. Therefore, to improve public education means more than changing our schools; it means changing our society. Jamie Vollmer, a former business executive and attorney, now works as a motivational speaker and consultant to increase community support for public schools. ©2002 Jamie Robert Vollmer jamie@jamievollmer.com Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=21680&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > October 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 23, Number 2, October 2010   The changing face of PD  By Jinny Sims   Teachers join the teaching profession for a variety of reasons, and stay in the profession as their passions are engaged in teaching students. Teachers are lifelong learners and know that the love of teaching and learning are inextricably intertwined. As a profession, we must focus on keeping the joy of teaching and learning alive in our classrooms, and use our voices to advocate for the students we teach, our profession, and a just, civil society. As teachers struggle with class size, class composition, and lack of resources it is very easy to close classroom doors. However, our students bring the impact of poverty, violence, racism, sexism, and the growing economic divide into classrooms. This is the time to open classroom doors and for teachers to engage in a public debate about the necessity for a quality public education system that meets the needs of all students, for public services, for a social safety net, and for a just and humane civil society. As teachers, we have to force, and engage in, a public discourse about the impact of neo-liberal policy decisions that are devastating our communities and society. As a profession, we cannot afford to be bystanders in this much-needed political debate. At the same time as schools are being underfunded, there is fixation with data and test scores. The testing agenda is narrowing teaching and learning, and is a barrier to engaging students in meaningful learning experiences. Elementary and secondary schools are bombarded with school-wide writes, and district-wide tests, FSAs and provincial examinations. Teachers and students feel the pressure, and this leads to teaching to the test rather than addressing the needs of students in the classroom. In other jurisdictions this has led to packaged lesson plans, imposition of teaching methodologies, and connecting teacher salaries to student test scores. It is imperative for teachers, individually and collectively, to use our professional voices to articulate our concerns with the testing agenda and its negative impact on teaching and learning. Teachers cannot afford to be complacent and must assert and exercise our professional autonomy to determine the methods of instruction, student assessment, and evaluation and selection of learning resources to meet the needs of students. There are the so-called “reformers” who want to distract the public and teachers from the deliberate underfunding, and the agenda to privatize public schools and public services. The reformers rhetoric is about greater parent choice, flexibility, individual learning, new technologies, fixing and retooling the teacher. As professionals, we must take the time to reflect on the dissonance between what the reformers say, and the policies they implement. Teacher voices must be inserted into a much-needed public debate about the value of a well-resourced quality public education system with quality teaching. Teachers have to focus the debate back to the needs of the students, the resources needed for a quality education program for every student that develops a love for learning, and which nurtures civic responsibility. Teachers are professionals, and too often we have allowed our voices to be silenced. The traditional definition of a professional has been someone who has a high level of education that has resulted in a professional credential, and a commitment to lifelong learning to maintain professional knowledge and skills, to rise to challenges and do better than before. Teachers in BC are highly qualified when they enter the teaching profession because BC has the highest and most comprehensive requirements for certification in Canada. BC also has a high number of teachers with academic and professional credentials beyond the requirements for certification. Throughout their careers, teachers engage in professional development activities that include workshops, conferences, courses, action research, inquiry, and collaboration and reflection. Teachers are committed to keeping current and as active learners update their skills and knowledge, and engage in a wide range of professional development activities to enhance student learning and strengthen teaching practice. We have to advocate for the importance of teacher-centred and teacher-directed professional development that focuses on pedagogy and skills. At the same time, our vision of professional development cannot be confined to what happens in the classroom. In order to meet the needs of the students we teach and to keep the joy of teaching and learning alive in our classrooms, teachers have to open their classroom doors and be part of the larger public discourse to critique and formulate public policy to build a better, just, and civil society for our students and children around the world.  Jinny Sims is director of the BCTF’s Professional and Social Issues Division.  )
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet ""Everyone laughed when I said I wanted to open a button store" http://t.co/4AVIQWDBfB #smallbiz #entrepreneur" @naomiyamamoto - 06:39pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media last tweet "" @ - 12:00am Follow @ last post "" facebook/ - Jan 1st Like Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/globalnews?lang=de,Globalnews.ca (@globalnews) | Twitter Twitter Suchanfrage Twitter durchsuchen Gespeicherte Suchanfragen Entfernen Verifizierter Account @ Vorgeschlagene Nutzer Verifizierter Account @ Verifizierter Account @ Sprache: Deutsch Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Hast du einen Account? Anmelden Neu bei Twitter? Registriere Dich noch heute! » Anmelden Telefon, E-Mail oder Nutzername Passwort Anmelden Angemeldet bleiben Passwort vergessen? Benutzt Du Twitter bereits via SMS? Globalnews.ca Verifizierter Account @globalnews Tweets 64,6 Tsd Fotos/Videos 2.989 Folge ich 2.000 Follower 43,2 Tsd Favoriten 162   Mehr Favoriten Listen @globalnews nicht mehr stumm schalten @globalnews stumm schalten Folgen Folge ich Entfolgen Geblockt Entblocken Ausstehend Abbrechen Globalnews.caVerifizierter Account @globalnews Breaking Canadian news with a fresh perspective on local, national and international headlines. Global News reporters: http://ow.ly/xAwOf  globalnews.ca Beigetreten Februar 2010 2.989 Fotos und Videos Tweets Tweets Tweets & Antworten Globalnews.ca @globalnews  ·  6 Min. UPDATED: Nurse in Spain is 1st #Ebola infection outside West Africa http://glbn.ca/ClOKv  Kurzfassung anzeigen Antworten 0 Antworten Retweeten Retweetet 1 Retweet 1 Favorisieren Favorisiert 0 Favoriten Mehr Tweet einbetten Globalnews.ca @globalnews  ·  31 Min. USA Swimming suspends #MichaelPhelps for 6 months http://glbn.ca/ClLU9  pic.twitter.com/nqC3dQ3NhL Mehr Fotos und Videos anzeigen Antworten 0 Antworten Retweeten Retweetet 2 Retweets 2 Favorisieren Favorisiert 0 Favoriten Mehr Tweet einbetten Globalnews.ca @globalnews  ·  32 Min. Hillary Clinton: military action against ISIS “critical” and “essential” http://globalnews.ca/news/1600343/watch-live-hillary-clinton-speaks-at-canada-2020-conference/ … #cdnpoli Kurzfassung anzeigen Antworten 0 Antworten Retweeten Retweetet 3 Retweets 3 Favorisieren Favorisiert 0 Favoriten Mehr Tweet einbetten Globalnews.ca @globalnews  ·  44 Min. Boy left in car during church choir practice dies http://glbn.ca/ClKBB  Kurzfassung anzeigen Antworten 0 Antworten Retweeten Retweetet 1 Retweet 1 Favorisieren Favorisiert 0 Favoriten Mehr Tweet einbetten Globalnews.ca @globalnews  ·  1 Std. #GM uses #Facebook, calls to get recalled cars fixed http://glbn.ca/ClEQS  Kurzfassung anzeigen Antworten 0 Antworten Retweeten Retweetet 3 Retweets 3 Favorisieren Favorisiert 0 Favoriten Mehr Tweet einbetten Globalnews.ca @globalnews  ·  2 Std. Can homegrown food win the climate change war? http://glbn.ca/ClCaN  Kurzfassung anzeigen Antworten 0 Antworten Retweeten Retweetet 4 Retweets 4 Favorisieren Favorisiert 0 Favoriten Mehr Tweet einbetten Globalnews.ca @globalnews  ·  2 Std. Earth has had 5 mass extinction events. Are we in the midst of our 6th? http://wp.me/p2Y4rw-6GYH  #extinction pic.twitter.com/jfpzqrahHK Mehr Fotos und Videos anzeigen Antworten 0 Antworten Retweeten Retweetet 6 Retweets 6 Favorisieren Favorisiert 1 Favorit 1 Mehr Tweet einbetten Globalnews.ca @globalnews  ·  2 Std. Crown fights to declare mentally ill inmate Marlene Carter a dangerous offender--putting her behind bars indefinitely http://globalnews.ca/news/1600745/crown-fights-to-designate-mentally-ill-suicidal-inmate-dangerous-offender/ … Kurzfassung anzeigen Antworten 0 Antworten Retweeten Retweetet 1 Retweet 1 Favorisieren Favorisiert 0 Favoriten Mehr Tweet einbetten Globalnews.ca @globalnews  ·  2 Std. Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released http://glbn.ca/CluRu  Warning: This story contains graphic details. Kurzfassung anzeigen Antworten 0 Antworten Retweeten Retweetet 4 Retweets 4 Favorisieren Favorisiert 0 Favoriten Mehr Tweet einbetten Globalnews.ca @globalnews  ·  3 Std. Everything you need to know about Wednesday's lunar eclipse. http://wp.me/p2Y4rw-6Ii0  #eclipse pic.twitter.com/FTer4pvSTq Mehr Fotos und Videos anzeigen Antworten 0 Antworten Retweeten Retweetet 47 Retweets 47 Favorisieren Favorisiert 9 Favoriten 9 Mehr Tweet einbetten Globalnews.ca @globalnews  ·  3 Std. RT @globalnewsto: UPDATED: Second victim dies after double shooting near Etobicoke school http://glbn.ca/ClrBy  Kurzfassung anzeigen Antworten 0 Antworten Retweeten Retweetet 1 Retweet 1 Favorisieren Favorisiert 1 Favorit 1 Mehr Tweet einbetten Globalnews.ca @globalnews  ·  3 Std. Edmonton man’s online petition against photo radar picks up speed http://glbn.ca/ClksY  Kurzfassung anzeigen Antworten 0 Antworten Retweeten Retweetet 5 Retweets 5 Favorisieren Favorisiert 1 Favorit 1 Mehr Tweet einbetten Globalnews.ca @globalnews  ·  3 Std. Meet @RachelsNews — the 15yo fighting for #GMO labelling in Canada http://glbn.ca/ClmBm  Watch @allisonvglobal's report on @GlobalNational Kurzfassung anzeigen Antworten 0 Antworten Retweeten Retweetet 11 Retweets 11 Favorisieren Favorisiert 9 Favoriten 9 Mehr Tweet einbetten Globalnews.ca @globalnews  ·  3 Std. 109-year booze ban in predominantly Mormon town of Cardston, Alberta up for vote in plebiscite http://glbn.ca/Clk86  Kurzfassung anzeigen Antworten 0 Antworten Retweeten Retweetet 4 Retweets 4 Favorisieren Favorisiert 1 Favorit 1 Mehr Tweet einbetten Globalnews.ca @globalnews  ·  3 Std. Postmedia boss says Sun newspaper merger all about fending off Google, Facebook http://globalnews.ca/news/1600039/quebecor-sells-off-sun-newspaper-chain-to-postmedia/ … #cdnmedia pic.twitter.com/qM4cwxbTpc Mehr Fotos und Videos anzeigen Antworten 0 Antworten Retweeten Retweetet 2 Retweets 2 Favorisieren Favorisiert 0 Favoriten Mehr Tweet einbetten Globalnews.ca @globalnews  ·  3 Std. Alberta Serious Incident Response Team investigates officer-involved shooting in Redcliff http://glbn.ca/CljTi  Kurzfassung anzeigen Antworten 0 Antworten Retweeten Retweetet 1 Retweet 1 Favorisieren Favorisiert 0 Favoriten Mehr Tweet einbetten Globalnews.ca @globalnews  ·  3 Std. Nurse in Spain is first Ebola infection outside West Africa http://glbn.ca/ClmuS  pic.twitter.com/elxZKkW5cO Mehr Fotos und Videos anzeigen Antworten 0 Antworten Retweeten Retweetet 4 Retweets 4 Favorisieren Favorisiert 0 Favoriten Mehr Tweet einbetten Globalnews.ca @globalnews  ·  3 Std. Tenant charged in death of woman found in Edmonton house fire http://glbn.ca/CljLo  Kurzfassung anzeigen Antworten 0 Antworten Retweeten Retweetet 0 Retweets Favorisieren Favorisiert 0 Favoriten Mehr Tweet einbetten Globalnews.ca @globalnews  ·  4 Std. WATCH LIVE: Hillary Clinton speaks at Canada 2020 conference http://glbn.ca/Clkyz  Kurzfassung anzeigen Antworten 0 Antworten Retweeten Retweetet 4 Retweets 4 Favorisieren Favorisiert 1 Favorit 1 Mehr Tweet einbetten Globalnews.ca @globalnews  ·  4 Std. What are the rules of engagement for Canada's anti-ISIS mission? - http://snpy.tv/1vIgniL  Globalnews.ca Abspielen Mehr Fotos und Videos anzeigen Antworten 0 Antworten Retweeten Retweetet 3 Retweets 3 Favorisieren Favorisiert 0 Favoriten Mehr Tweet einbetten Twitter könnte überlastet sein oder ein vorübergehendes Problem haben. Erneut versuchen Besuche Twitter Status für weitere Informationen. Schließen Globalnews.ca folgt jetzt Verpasse keine Neuigkeiten von Globalnews.ca · Ändern © 2014 Twitter Über uns Hilfe Werbung Info Schließen Trends Trends, speziell für Dich. Mit Trends kommst Du den Themen, die Dir wichtig sind, auf ganz besondere Weise näher. Sie werden speziell für Dich erstellt, basierend auf Deinem Standort und den Personen, denen Du folgst. Ändern Behalte maßgeschneiderte Trends Erhalte weltweite Trends Fertig Verwerfen Schließen Vorherige Weiter Schließen Vollständiges Profil ansehen Gespeicherte Suchanfragen Entfernen Verifizierter Account @ Vorgeschlagene Nutzer Verifizierter Account @ Verifizierter Account @ Schließen Retweet an Deine Follower senden? Abbrechen Retweeten Schließen Bist Du sicher, dass Du diesen Tweet löschen möchtest? Abbrechen Löschen Schließen Blockieren Abbrechen Blockieren Füge einen Standort zu Deinen Tweets hinzu Twitter speichert Deine Standortangaben. Du kannst die Standortangabe vor jedem Tweet ein- oder ausschalten und Du hast jederzeit die Möglichkeit, Standortangaben nachträglich zu löschen. Mehr erfahren Standortangabe einschalten Nicht jetzt! Standort ausschalten Schließen Kurzprofil Schließen Deine Listen Schließen Neue Liste anlegen Name der Liste Beschreibung Weniger als 100 Zeichen, optional Liste: Privatsphäre Öffentlich · Jeder kann dieser Liste folgen Privat · Nur Du hast Zugriff auf diese Liste Liste speichern Schließen Schließen Diesen Tweet integrieren Füge diesen Tweet zu Deiner Website hinzu, indem Du den untenstehenden Code einfügst. Erfahre mehr Hmm, es gab ein Problem, den Server zu erreichen. Erneut versuchen? Vorherigen Tweet einfügen Medien beifügen Vorschau Schließen Registriere Dich bei Twitter! Noch nicht bei Twitter? Melde Dich an, wirf einen Blick auf Dinge, die Dich interessieren und bleibe stets auf dem Laufenden. Hast du einen Account? Anmelden » Schließen Zweiwege-Kurz-Codes (zum Senden und Empfangen) Land Code Für Kunden von Vereinigte Staaten 40404 (beliebig) Kanada 21212 (beliebig) Großbritannien 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brasilien 40404 Nextel, TIM Haiti 40404 Digicel, Voila Irland 51210 Vodafone, O2 Indien 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Indonesien 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italien 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » Zeige SMS-Kurzwahlen für andere Länder Schließen Bestätigung)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13150,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 1999 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 11, Number 5, March 1999 Teachers' campaign wins freedom for Mexican colleagues by Nancy Knickerbocker After an intense month of letter-writing and lobbying by teachers in Mexico, Canada, and the United States, five Mexican teacher unionists were released from prison February 3, 1999. The good news brought an emotional ending to a week-long visit by two members of the Mexican teachers' union who came to Vancouver at the invitation of the BCTF. Ana Maria Grajeda and Evelyn Palacios embraced one another, smiling through their tears to learn that their colleagues were free and reunited with their families. Earlier in the week, Palacios and Grajeda spoke to delegates at the January Representative Assembly, and explained how, for Mexican teachers, this year started with a shock. On January 1, 1999, without warning, authorities arrested five elementary school teachers—all elected leaders of Section 9, a Mexico City local of the massive National Union of Education Workers (SNTE). Those arrested included Section 9's Secretary-General Blanca Luna, Maria del Refugio Jiménez, Alonso Vargas, Elío Bejarano, and Nestor Trujano. Police hauled them off to the notorious Reclusorio del Norte, where they remained jailed along with violent offenders. Thus began a dark chapter in the history of public education in Mexico, one that would seem a comedy of the absurd if the potential consequences were not so serious. Charged with rioting, robbery, and kidnapping, the teachers faced jail sentences of up to 50 years. Grajeda noted that the exaggerated charges were intended to send a strong message to teachers throughout Mexico in advance of the presidential elections in 2000. As well, she said, by decapitating the Mexico City teachers' union, the government hopes to silence one of the most credible critics of President Ernesto Zedillo's plan for drastic education cutbacks. The charges stem from a demonstration and sit-in the teachers staged in November in the Mexican Senate. They wanted to request that senators mediate a dispute between Section 9 and the national executive of the SNTE, which has refused to recognize Blanca Luna and other duly elected leaders of the local. The SNTE has also been withholding thousands of pesos in union dues, thus depriving local leaders of all income and practically bankrupting the organization. The demonstrating teachers occupied senators' offices for several hours, but they were unsuccessful in achieving a negotiated solution to their grievances with the SNTE. Senators later claimed to have been kidnapped and robbed. The allegedly stolen goods included a couple of ashtrays, the key to the washroom, and a photocopy of a historic document. Ironically, Palacios said, since international opposition to the arrests has heated up, these stolen items have "magically" reappeared. As soon as they learned of the arrests, Section 9 members went into action, calling upon teachers throughout Mexico and North America to help free their colleagues. They launched an international letter-writing drive. They took out ads in major newspapers. They organized a cultural festival. They printed up leaflets and posters, including one timed to coincide with Pope John Paul's visit to Mexico. It read: "Juan Pablo II, Welcome to Mexico, a land where they jail teachers who struggle for democracy, justice, and freedom, while rewarding those who assassinate, rob, and betray the people." The teachers also staged two enormous protest demonstrations and a one-day work stoppage. In the most dramatic gesture of protest, four Section 9 members began a hunger strike on January 20. As part of the Tri-National Coalition in Defense of Public Education, the BCTF has long had close relations with Mexican teacher unionists. As recently as November 1998, a delegation of 20 Canadian teachers went to Mexico for the fourth tri-national conference, and enjoyed touring Mexico City schools with members of Section 9. (See p. 20 of the Jan./Feb. issue of Teacher.) Calling for the teachers' release and for restoration of democratic union rights, coalition members immediately sent faxes to Zedillo, to the chief justice of the Mexican Supreme Court, to the Mexico City media, and, of course, to the jail. The imprisoned teachers received letters of solidarity from Education International President Fred van Leeuwen, Canadian Labour Congress President Bob White, Canadian Teachers' Federation President Jan Eastman, BCTF President Kit Krieger, and the presidents of at least a dozen B.C. locals, as well as teacher unions in Alberta, Manitoba, and Ontario. Eastman met with the Mexican ambassador in Ottawa to plead their case, while Krieger and Suzie Mah, president of Vancouver Elementary Teachers' Association, a sister union with Section 9, met with Deputy Consul Gerardo Sanchez at the Consulate General in Vancouver. In an effort to increase pressure on the Mexican authorities and increase awareness in Canada, the BCTF brought Grajeda and Palacios to Vancouver to address the Representative Assembly. After the speeches, delegates rose to their feet in a unanimous ovation and voted to donate $10,000 to Section 9 for legal costs and aid to families of the jailed teachers. As well, they wrote dozens of heartening messages of support and solidarity on postcards of Vancouver. A few examples: To our jailed colleagues, COURAGE! We know you have been unjustly imprisoned... You are not alone... Our thoughts and prayers are with you at this time of struggle... We will do all in our power to obtain your release... Grajeda and Palacios said they will take home not only these messages, but a new awareness of the strength of teachers' solidarity and the warmth of Canadian hospitality. Krieger noted that, although the two most serious charges have been dropped, the teachers still face an outstanding charge of rioting. The campaign to affirm democratic union rights and have the Section 9 elections recognized will continue, he said. Nancy Knickerbocker is the BCTF's media relations officer Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2014/05/when-is-lockout-not-lockout.html?showComment=1401164381397,Staffroom Confidential: When is a lockout not a lockout? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Saturday, May 24, 2014 When is a lockout not a lockout? On May 21st, the bargaining agent for the BC Government, BCPSEA, issued a "lockout" notice to the BC teachers' union, the BCTF. It claimed to be notification of a "partial" lockout. Amidst the confusion, what can we say about the letter, the lockout status, the intent of government, and the myriad questions the letter has raised? A lockout is permitted under the BC Labour Relations Code once a contract terminates and the two parties have reached impasse at bargaining. A lockout also requires a vote on the employer side because BCPSEA represents multiple employers (School Boards). Here are the relevant clauses: 61 (1) If 2 or more employers are engaged in the same dispute with their employees, a person must not declare or authorize a lockout and an employer must not lock out his or her employees until a vote as to whether to lock out has been taken by all the employers in accordance with the regulations, and a majority of those employers who vote have voted for a lockout. Voting requirements 39  (1) All voting directed by the board or by the minister under this Code and other votes held by a trade union or employers' organization of their respective members on a question of whether to strike or lock out, or whether to accept or ratify a proposed collective agreement, must be by secret ballot cast in such a manner that the person expressing a choice cannot be identified with the choice expressed. (2) The results of a vote referred to in subsection (1), including the number of ballots cast and the number of votes for, against or spoiled, must be made available to both (a) the members, and (b) the trade union and employer affected. (3) A vote referred to in subsection (1) must be conducted in accordance with the regulations. (4) If the board in its discretion directs that they may vote, the following persons are eligible to vote in a representation vote: (a) persons who at the time an application for certification was received by the board were not employees in the proposed unit but are employees in the unit at the time of the vote; (b) persons who at the time an application for decertification was received by the board were employees in the unit, but are not employees in the unit at the time of the vote. Our local union president asked our Board Chair if a vote had been taken and how our Trustees voted. She responded that no vote took place at the May 7th South Island Regional BCPSEA meeting. Did a vote take place some other time in some other location? Did BCPSEA inform the BCTF of such a vote, including the number of ballots case and number of votes for, against and spoiled? Not to my knowledge. Putting this issue aside, the next questions I have is, what exactly am I being locked out of? The letter gives direction that limit working hours and specifically prohibit work done at lunch time and recess, and before 45 minutes prior to instructional time and after 45 beyond instructional time. The letter argues that given that a teachers' day is 9.1 hours for the purposes of Employment Insurance, this constitutes a shortening of our working day. The letter also, however, exempts this restriction for all voluntary activities. Finally, it produces a short list of occasional activities that are not to be done, including professional development. If one agrees with the 9.1 hour day assumption, a teacher's day is now shortened to 7 hours (5 1/2 hours of instructional time plus the 45 minutes before and after). I, along with most teachers, do not have any of the listed activities scheduled next week, such as an in-service training or professional development activity. So the great looming question then is, what work are teachers not supposed to do? The basic paid components of a teacher's job are planning, instructing, marking/assessing/providing feedback, and reporting. Since instructional time is intact, the only logical conclusion is that we will be unable to perform some of these other tasks in the time allowed. And what is the impact of not planning, assessing, providing feedback and reporting? A diminished educational program - precisely the thing the government says won't happen. The last logical conundrum is this - if the reduced workday is the rationale for the wage roll back, exactly why were there two distinct wage roll back threats? 5% if we stop our rotating strikes, but 10% if we carry on. How is it that the government can on the one hand claim the wage roll back is for work not done, and at the same time say that the size of the wage roll back depends on our rotating strikes (for which we will automatically be docked a day's pay)? What does shine through from the government's letter and commentary is the purpose of the lockout. They want teachers to do all our work but not get all our pay. They want a lockout without a lockout. Or as one teacher said it on twitter - it's Schrödinger's lockout (@JCraig_sd45). Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 2:05 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 5 comments: Troylana MMay 24, 2014 at 6:36 PM excellent tara.....love the schrodinger's cat analysis....you made this clear as air for me!ReplyDelete C. WelchMay 24, 2014 at 10:02 PM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete C. WelchMay 24, 2014 at 10:10 PM Thanks Tara. This is one of the clearest summaries yet of the BCPSEA/Kafka screenplay. The last point has particularly bothered me. How can they tie a pay cut to days where I'm already losing full pay? It seems to me that Peter Cameron needs the lockout to appear real enough in order to justify a 10% cut, but not real enough to cause political problems for the government.ReplyDelete Ms. Raabe aka The RaabsterMay 26, 2014 at 9:19 PM Thanks for this summary! I will be sharing. Now I am hearing Sheldon Cooper's voice trying to untangle this... ;-)ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeMay 27, 2014 at 4:58 PM lolDelete Reply Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ▼  May (5) Why I'm on the picket line BC Teachers' Wage & Class size proposals: Myths & ... BC Teachers: Liability & the Lockout When is a lockout not a lockout? The ABCs of the teachers' fight ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/linda-larson/gtm.start/,Linda Larson for Boundary-Similkameen - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Linda Larson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Boundary-Similkameen Support Linda BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "#FunFriday Fact: #BC has the highest small business employment in Canada. October is Small Business Month! Check out: http://t.co/20bcLmlvFP" @bcliberals - 03:55pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Linda Larson was elected MLA for Boundary-Similkameen on May 14, 2013. She is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Health for Seniors, and a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Previous to being elected as an MLA, Linda sat on the Oliver Council and served as Mayor from 1997 to 2005. Growing up in Comox, Linda moved to Oliver in 1989 with her husband Larry. She owned three businesses in Oliver between 1989 and 2002 (Eastside Grocery, Stedmans V/S and Ruffled Edges) and served on the BC Small Business Roundtable between 2005 and 2011. Linda is the past chair of the Provincial Board at Community Futures representing the South Okanagan, and has sat on the boards of JABC (2006-2011) and the Desert Sun Counselling & Resource Centre (2004-2008). She has also volunteered with provincial, regional and local organizations such as the Sunnybank Ladies Auxiliary and W.O.W. Linda and her husband Larry have three daughters and four grandchildren. Get in touch with Linda Boundary - Similkameen Constituency Office 6037 Main Street Box 998 Oliver, BC V0H 1T0 Phone: (250) 498-5122 Fax: (250) 498-5427 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 6784 Email Linda Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7188,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 3, November/December 2005 President’s message I want to take this opportunity to thank the people who made our stand successful. Teachers can be proud of the fact that we stood up for our students, our rights, and our profession. The unity displayed by our 38,000 members honouring the results of our democratic votes was overwhelming and inspiring. The government has learned that it must change the way it treats the teachers of this province. We have to thank the members of our support staff unions who went out with us without even having had a vote. We received support from students, parents, retired teachers, members of other unions, and other British Columbians in general. We received direct support in different forms from the BC Federation of Labour, CUPE, the Federation of Post Secondary Educators, and many other organizations. The Canadian Teachers’ Federation was quick to step in and offer support. It ran supportive radio ads throughout BC. It established the BC Teacher Hardship Fund immediately following the court decision to cut off strike pay. The presidents of all the CTF affiliates attended the rally in Victoria. The Ontario Teachers’ Federation and the Ontario Secondary School Teachers’ Federation placed full-page ads in The Vancouver Sun, The Province, and The Victoria Times Columnist. The president of the Washington Educators’ Association also visited picket lines in Metro and on Vancouver Island. We received letters of support from teacher organizations around the world. Your actions have been an inspiration. Together we have proven we can change the direction of this government. Together, we can see this action through and ensure that our students experience improved learning conditions in September. I want to thank every teacher for your courageous stand. You are my heroes. Jinny Sims Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=30174,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2013 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 25, Number 7, May/June 2013   Teachers’ Pension Plan announces contribution increase In October of 2012, the Teachers’ Pension Plan Board of Trustees released the results of the 2011 actuarial valuation of the Teachers’ Pension Plan basic account. All pension plans in British Columbia are required by legislation to perform an actuarial valuation every three years in order to determine their financial position. This is a complex process that requires the actuary to calculate the present value of all liabilities and assets to determine the funded status of the plan based on economic and demographic assumptions. The Teachers’ Pension Plan Board of Trustees is required by the Joint Trust Agreement to increase contributions if the liabilities exceed the assets in the basic account. This ensures the plan’s financial health and stability for the approximately 46,000 active members of the plan. As of December 31, 2011, the actuary determined that the value of the assets was $19.8 billion and the value of the liabilities was $20.7 billion. As a result the plan is 96% funded and has an unfunded liability of $855 million. In 2008, the actuarial valuation determined the plan was 98% funded and had unfunded liability of 477 billion dollars. The Board identified three key factors that contributed to the unfunded status of the plan. Underperformance in Canadian and global markets limited investment gains that were lower than the 6.5% assumed rate of return. The life expectancy of plan members is increasing. As a result the plan is expecting to pay pensions to retirees longer than predicted in the 2008 actuarial valuation. In addition fewer plan members than anticipated has decreased contributions which can be invested and earn returns. This is an important source of revenue to the plan as 80% of pension benefits paid to retirees result from returns on investment. Due to these factors, the Joint Trust Agreement requires a 2.6% increase in the contribution rate to be shared equally between plan members and the employer. These rate increases will come into effect as of July 1, 2013. At that time, plan members will contribute 11% of salary to the basic account and 3% to the Inflation Adjustment Account for a total of 14% for earnings above the YMPE (Yearly Maximum Pensionable Earnings). The total employer contribution rate to the IAA and the Basic Account will rise to 16.13% of salary (above the YMPE). Additional information, including a copy of the 2011 Actuarial Valuation Report and the Teachers’ Pension Plan Board of Trustees communiqué on the contribution increase, can be found on the Teachers’ Pension Plan website under the news section. Please note: If you are considering purchasing service for a leave of absence that ended within the past five years, you can save money by submitting your application to your employer before June 30, 2013. All applications received before this date will be based on the current contribution rates. For more information, visit the Teachers’ Pension Plan website: tpp.pensionsbc.ca or contact the plan by e-mail: tpp@pensionsbc.ca or by phone 1-800-665-6770 (toll-free in Canada and US). Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=17618,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 5, March 2009  Yours for the asking Power of Peace awards The YMCA of Greater Vancouver invites you to attend the Power of Peace awards on May 1, 2009, at the Centre in Vancouver for Performing Arts. Our keynote speaker is Lieutenant General Romeo Dallaire (Ret), and various musical and dance performers will join us in celebrating the peacemakers among us. YMCA peace medals are awarded to a wide range of local individuals and organizations who are working to strengthen our communities by promoting peaceful solutions to violence, conflict, discrimination, and injustice. Through their actions, the winners have had a significant impact on the lives of others, either locally or elsewhere in the world, without any special resources or recognition. Local Peacemaker: Open to individuals of any age and groups working in their own community for equality, justice, and peace. International Peacemaker: Open to individuals of any age and groups working with an international community for a world based on equality, justice, and peace. Young Peacemaker: Open to individuals 18 years of age or younger or youth groups working locally or globally for equality, justice, and peace. Emerging Leader Peacemaker: Open to individuals and groups between 19 and 30 years of age working locally or globally for equality, justice, and peace. Contact Stacey Gheyssen, stacey.gheyssen@vanymca.org for more information about nominating an award winner or attending this event. Subsidized tickets are available for groups of youth. Up with Hope The Environmental Youth Alliance (EYA) invites you to be a part of the 2009 “Up with Hope” campaign, the second round of a monumental project that seeks to work with some of the poorest regions of East Africa in building sustainable businesses. The mission of this project is to create awareness of the living conditions of youth in developing countries and to provide the initial start-up capital to build recycling centres and sanitation blocks in the slums of Nairobi, Kenya. These facilities will be run by the local youth who are tackling the serious waste control problems in their neighbourhoods. EYA is looking to partner up schools from the Lower Mainland with primary schools from the slums of Nairobi. We would like to foster a global connection between youth across the globe through penpal programs using various media including hand-written letters, e-mails, and video. Please take a moment to see for yourself last year’s results in Kibera, Nairobi featured on CBC’s The National at http://tinyurl.com/49nqu3. If you are interested in participating in this year’s Up with Hope program, contact Justin Sekiguchi at Justin@eya.ca or by phone 778-885-4020. The Canadian Reader The Canadian Reader, is put out monthly by LesPlan Educational Services, who many of your members will know by our high-quality What in The World? current events resource. The Canadian Reader is aimed at Grades 3–5 students and is available in English and in French. It combines Canadian current events and issues with geography to expand students’ knowledge of Canada while enhancing their ability to read and understand informational text. Published eight times during the school year, each issue focuses on one of six key reading comprehension strategies, news stories, literacy-based lesson plans, ready-to-use graphic organizers and rubrics, a non-fiction comic strip, an informational cartoon strip, and a map assignment that focuses on a region of Canada. For more information: http://tinyurl.com/3wb6jo  Middle East studies Researchers at SFU are conducting a review of curriculum related to Middle East studies. Your comments will guide the development of curricular and pedagogical supports. When at least three responses are recorded, the project will donate curriculum materials related to the Middle East to your school’s library. For more information, contact: Nisha Parhar—nparhar@sfu.ca. To complete the anonymous survey: http://websurvey.sfu.ca/survey/22082995. For details about this review, contact the researchers: Dr. Ozlem Sensoy, Faculty of Education at SFU—ozlem@sfu.ca or Dr. Tamir Moustafa, School for International Studies at SFU—tmoustafa@sfu.ca. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7172&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 2, October 2005 Solidarité et action : Au secours de notre système d’enseignement public Par Ghislaine Varin Le gouvernement provincial actuel proclame protéger et financer équitablement notre système d’enseignement public. Selon le gouvernement, il n’y a pas de problème sauf avec la Fédération des enseignantes et enseignants de la Colombie-Britannique (FECB) qui ne se soucie pas des enfants dans les salles de classe car le syndicat se préoccupe principalement des conditions de travail et des salaires de ses enseignants. Cependant, les enseignants de la Colombie-Britannique connaissent très bien les réalités de la salle de classe et les conséquences négatives causées par les coupures budgétaires. Le gouvernement continue à déclarer que la littératie est une priorité et répète sans cesse qu’il a augmenté le financement dans nos écoles. Ce que le gouvernement néglige d’expliquer au public est que la formule de calcul de financement a changé au détriment de tous les conseils scolaires, que les bibliothécaires ont été éliminés et que nos bibliothèques sont fermées. Les écoles sont en détresse, les enseignants le savent, et les parents le reconnaissent de plus en plus. Ce que la FECB proclame est que tout ce qui se passe présentement dans nos écoles est un symptôme d’un mouvement de privatisation de notre système d’enseignement public. Avant de pouvoir prendre contrôle du système, les dirigeants doivent promouvoir l’idée que plus de choix en éducation créerait de la compétition ce qui en retour bénéficierait le système, basé sur le concept du marché économique. Cependant, pour convaincre leur public, le gouvernement se doit d’affaiblir le front commun de protection que forment les enseignants de la Colombie-Britannique dans les écoles publiques, car, après tout, nous sommes depuis toujours les gardiens et les protecteurs de ce précieux système public. De plus, nous n’avons pas la langue dans notre poche. Le gouvernement a essayé de forcer les enseignants à garder silence durant les élections mais la cour judiciaire a appuyé la position des enseignants. Nous avons le droit de parler des conditions d’apprentissage des enfants avec les parents et ce, partout, même à l’école. Il faut continuer à informer les parents car le média ne le fait pas. Les enseignants reconnaissent que notre système d’enseignement public leur est confié et qu’il n’est pas un commerce, que les connaissances sont un cadeau à donner et non une commodité à vendre, que nos écoles sont des communautés et non des corporations, et que nos élèves sont des citoyens et non des consommateurs. Les attentats à la privatisation de nos écoles sont bien coordonnés car il y a plus de 6 milliards de dollars de revenu par année à s’emparer. Malheureusement, le bien-être des enfants ne fait pas partie de l’équation. Les enseignants et les parents doivent s’unir pour exposer les mensonges du gouvernement et de leurs agents qui ne se préoccupent que de leur compte en banque. Si nos enfants sont plus que des consommateurs, nous devons passer à l’action, ce qui est le but ultime de la FECB : protéger notre système d’enseignement public pour le bien-être des générations futures et pour la promotion d’une société juste, démocratique et équitable pour tous. Lorsque le gouvernement prétend que le ´ choix d’école ª est bon pour les parents et leurs enfants, il fait la promotion de la privatisation qui ne pourrait bénéficier que les élites, au détriment d’une grande proportion de la population qui se retrouverait pieds nus dans la neige. Cet agenda substitue le gain privé pour le bien public. Non seulement un petit groupe minoritaire aurait contrôle de ce nouveau marché, il pourrait également décider du contenu de ce que la prochaine génération apprendrait dans les écoles. Plutôt que de préparer les jeunes à penser d’un œil critique et pour eux-mêmes, de voir et entendre, le contrôle des écoles par les corporations pourraient créer une génération de consommateurs dociles. Mais nous savons tous que ceci serait non-démocratique et laisserait un héritage tragique à nos enfants. Alors les 42 000 enseignants et leurs dirigeants syndicaux élus démocratiquement s’y opposent. La FECB a toujours été à la défense du système d’enseignement public et des enfants, et ce en exigeant des conditions de travail pour les enseignants qui, en échange, bénéficient les élèves. De bonnes conditions de travail, le droit de négocier un contrat ainsi que des salaires compétitifs sont des facteurs importants qui attirent et retiennent les meilleurs candidats dans le domaine de l’enseignement public. L’Ontario est un exemple récent d’un changement de direction en éducation qui reconnaît finalement la relation entre conditions de travail et conditions d’apprentissage. Grâce aux enseignants et aux citoyens concernés, la réalité s’est fait connaître et a influencé les dirigeants. Il y aura moins d’élèves dans les salles de classe, plus de temps de préparation pour les enseignants, et d’ici 2008 les salaires seront 19 000 $ de plus par année qu’en Colombie-Britannique. Notre système d’enseignement public est à vendre, à la meilleure offre. Sur leur passage, les affamés d’argent et de pouvoir, sans conscience sociale et sans vision humanitaire, cherchent à détruire notre syndicat qui les oppose ou qui les ralentit dans leurs efforts de contrôle dans ce nouveau marché non exploité. Il faut se rappeler que toutes les meilleures conditions de travail que nous avons acquises depuis 30 ans ont été gagnées par le travail et les voix fortes de nos activistes syndicalisés, et c’est grâce à leur solidarité et leur courage que les enseignants et les élèves de notre province en bénéficient aujourd’hui. Solidarite et action décrivent le chemin que nous devons suivre ensemble, unis et prêts à défendre avec courage l’avenir de nos enfants qui ont tous droit à une éducation de haute qualité, quel que soit leur milieu et leur pouvoir d’achat. Nos enfants méritent un système d’enseignement bien financé et qui valorise les enseignants dans notre société. Lorsque nous investissons dans un système d’enseignement public, nous protégeons la démocratie et l’avenir de nos enfants, et ceux-ci n’ont pas de prix. Synopsis ¯The BCTF stands in the way of those who want to privatize our education system. Through solidarity and unified action, teachers in British Columbia can oppose and stop this harmful movement. La jeunesse compte ! Les enseignants s’y dévouent ! Prenons position. Ghislaine Varin, coordonnatrice des Programmes et services français de la FECB.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141006,www.huffingtonpost.ca,http://www.huffingtonpost.ca/callista-ryan/bc-teachers-strike-education_b_5737964.html,B.C. Teachers' Strike Violates My Right To Education | Callista Ryan View mobile site October 6, 2014 Huffpost Canada British Columbia ca Edition: ca Show/Hide Brasil BR Canada CA Deutschland DE España ES France FR Italia IT 日本 (Japan) JP 한국 (Korea) KR Maghreb MG United Kingdom UK United States US Region: BC Show/Hide All Canada Alberta British Columbia Québec (en français) Follow Newsletters Get Canada British ColumbiaNewsletters Email address Enter Email Address Huffington Post Search Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search iOS app Android app More Log in Create Account Notifications 0 $USERNAME Profile Settings Logout FRONT PAGE Politics Doug Ford Booed After Question On Brother's Anti-Semitic Remarks 0 Meet The Man Taking On MacKay In 2015 38 Tory Senator Brings Up Nazis To Take Shot At Trudeau 308 Should Canada Have A National Prescription Drug Plan? 14 Would Canada Extend Its Mission In Iraq? Defence Minister Won't Say 17 Go to Politics More in Politics The Pulse Stephen Harper You Might Also Like US Politics UK Politics Business Look What China Might Actually Build 38 Massive Canadian Newspaper Buyout 79 Porn Company Has A Raunchy Deal For Air Canada Pilots 0 This Is Why People Are Getting Frustrated With Real Estate Agents 68 WestJet Encore About To Shake Up Canadian Regional Flying 2 Go to Business More in Business Small Business Money You Might Also Like Tech TechCrunch Autoblog WorldPost Kurds Face Massacre In Syrian Border Town As Turkey Just Watches 286 How A Self-Described 'Blonde Tattooed Texas Girl' Became An ISIS Twitter Star 650 Islamic State Militants Publicly Kill 6 Iraqi Troops As Airstrikes Continue 61 American Held Hostage By ISIS: 'I Am Obviously Pretty Scared To Die' 37 Business Backlash Looms In Occupied Hong Kong 10 Go to WorldPost More in WorldPost Foreign Affairs World Elections Arab Uprising Afghanistan War Syria Crisis You Might Also Like Travel Impact Living One Of The World's 'Most Romantic Cities' Is Right Here In Canada 14 8 Nuit Blanche Displays With Powerful Messages 3 Subway Wants Women To Stay Sexy This Halloween 19 Go to Living You Might Also Like Healthy Living Food Recipes Divorce Women Parentdish Green Post50 Weddings Style LOOK: Matthew McConaughey Wears 'Dazed And Confused' T-Shirt 0 Canadian Model Coco Rocha Is Pregnant! 0 Go to Style More in Style Beauty Fashion Celeb Style Entertaining and Etiquette Stylelist Canada Wedding Style Home Style You Might Also Like Style (U.S.) Weddings Stylelist Canada Entertainment JWoww 'Pulled A Britney' And Shaved Her Head 28 Beyonce Shares Makeup-Free Selfie 219 The 'Walking Dead' Cast Looks Totally Different Out Of Costume 93 Oprah Showed Up To Support Lindsay Lohan In New London Play 14 'Super Troopers 2' Is Officially Happening 19 Go to Entertainment You Might Also Like Music Celebrity TV Moviefone Arts The Glamorous History Of Pin-Up Like You've Never Seen It Before 0 This Is What It Really Looks Like To Be A Modern Day Nun 6 10 Eerily Adorable GIFs That Will Make You Feel Like A Kid Before Bedtime 2 Here Are A Bunch Of F*cking Delightful Artsy Cat Photos. You're Welcome. 2 How To Build A Gay And Lesbian Art Museum 0 Go to Arts You Might Also Like Books Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Religion Alberta LOOK: The Biggest And Best Companies To Work For In Alberta 2 Jim Prentice: Time A Critical Factor In Alberta Worker Shortage 12 Go to Alberta More in Alberta Alberta Politics Alberta Business Alison Redford Calgary Edmonton British Columbia 45 Signs You're A Vancouver Canucks Fan 5 Stanley Park Pedestrian Dies After Crash With Cyclist 17 Anthem Singer's Fall Is Lesson In Showmanship 0 Vancouver Mayor Focuses On Pipelines For Re-Election Campaign 1 Vancouver Director's Documentary Makes Eccentrics The Norm 0 Go to British Columbia More in British Columbia B.C. Politics B.C. Business Christy Clark Vancouver All Sections News Canada Politics Canada Business US Politics US Business World Media Sports Education Crime Weird News Good News Daily Finance Entertainment Entertainment Music TV Celebrity Comedy Arts Books Moviefone Life & Style Living Style Home Healthy Living Taste Weddings Travel Parents Divorce HuffPost 50 Marlo Thomas OWN Tech & Science Tech Science Green Techcrunch Engadget TUAW Joystiq Voices Impact Women Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Religion College Teen Local Quebec (French) Calgary Montreal Ottawa Toronto Vancouver Winnipeg Mapquest Patch.com Our Mobile Apps: iPhone iPad HuffPost Live iPad Android Phone Android Tablet British Columbia B.C. Politics B.C. Business Christy Clark Vancouver 45 Signs You're A Vancouver Canucks Fan 2014-10-04 00:27:49 Anthem Singer's Fall Is Lesson In Showmanship 2014-10-05 23:32:54 LOOK: Stunning Scenes By B.C.'s October Photographer 2014-10-03 14:22:55 This Derelict Van 'Home' Costs $550/Month To Rent In B.C. 2014-10-03 16:05:46 Recognize This Photo? Here's The Story Behind It 2014-10-03 16:58:41 LOOK: Old Vancouver Bank's New Life 2014-10-03 17:52:32 Vancouver Mayor Focuses On Pipelines For Re-Election Campaign 2014-10-05 15:37:03 Blog Lists Reasons To Hate Vancouver 2014-09-30 16:54:12 B.C. Teen Found Shot Dead In SUV 2014-10-03 11:55:30 Vancouver Director's Documentary Makes Eccentrics The Norm 2014-10-03 18:39:33 ► Couple Climbs 2,300 Feet To Marry Atop B.C. Peak 2014-09-30 14:58:33 B.C. Premier Chides Feds Over TFW Overhaul 2014-10-02 21:04:50 Stanley Park Pedestrian Dies After Crash With Cyclist 2014-10-04 16:16:23 Intruder Dies After Being Caught By Homeowner, Neighbour 2014-10-03 17:42:39 Vancouver Is The Reason Alyssa Milano Quit TV Show 2014-10-01 16:55:43 Previous Story Next Story The Blog Featuring fresh takes and real-time analysis from HuffPost's signature lineup of contributors Callista Ryan Become a fan Doctor’s Companion, Targaryen, Hufflepuff Seeker Email B.C. Teachers' Strike Violates My Right To Education Posted: 08/29/2014 2:38 pm EDT Updated: 08/29/2014 6:59 pm EDT Share Tweet Email Comment tumblr reddit Hi there, I'm Callista. I'm a 16-year-old student whose future is at stake, my rights are being violated, and I need you to hear me out. I'm writing about how I feel regarding the current B.C. teachers' strike, because I'm a student, and as a student it is my duty to speak up about this. Because the rights of students under the age of 18 are being violated. Yes, everyone is affected, but it's the students and their futures that are at stake. I understand and know what the BCTF is fighting for: smaller class sizes, more special education teachers, and higher wages. And that's understandable, but the government doesn't seem get that they're putting a large amount of students' futures and careers at risk. What is happening to the public education system is not okay. In case you're unaware of what was happening in schools in the last few months of the last school year, I'll explain. One day from every week was cut off. So that's four days a week you get to review for exams. Teachers weren't even allowed in the building before school, during lunch, and after school, and weren't allowed to help students outside of class. This meant that during that small window of class time, the teacher needed to help 30-plus students prepare for their provincials at once. It wasn't possible. The class sizes are too large and there aren't enough teachers. And of course the teachers helped the children who needed it the most, which I agree with, but it meant that any student who somewhat knew what he or she was doing was screwed. There just wasn't enough time in the day. I mentioned that my rights are being violated. Well, yes: According to the United Nations treaty the Conventions on the Rights of the Child, which Canada signed in 1990 and officially ratified in 1991, a few of them are: "Governments have a responsibility to take all available measures to make sure children's rights are respected, protected and fulfilled... This involves assessing their social services, legal, health and educational systems, as well as levels of funding for these services." It's actually unfortunate that a lot of parents, students, and young children don't even know that there are a set of rights for us, and that it's the government's responsibility to protect and enforce them. It's actually part of their job to be familiar with these rights. So my question is, why are they not being used? I have a right to education. And I'm terrified that a group of adults who were elected by other adults think that we don't deserve that. Why don't we as students get a say? We are not only the future of B.C.'s economy, but we're living in the present where we want to change things and take action as well. But we are growing up, told that our education isn't necessary or important. The argument that children are too young to decide what they want doesn't work anymore. Many of us are leaving school, going off to college, and being expected to act as adults while still being treated as children. Public education is meant to be available to everyone, and the convention of children's rights is supposed to ensure that it stays that way. What the government is doing is wrong. I'm very disappointed, because you know what? I'm important. I have things to say and so many things to learn. I will not let the government think for one second that it's okay for them to disregard my rights, my peer's rights, or my younger sibling's rights any longer. A version of this piece first appeared in The Squamish Chief. RELATED ON HUFFPOST: Close  B.C. Public School Classrooms of   We asked B.C. teachers to send us photos of their classrooms before and after items they bought were removed. "Top photo is of books in a #BCTeachers class, below shows all books removed that she paid for w/ own $" — Melanie Moore The teacher's classroom items in storage in her basement. "I've taught for five years in the Vancouver district, and I've already spent over $10,000 to set up my classroom. I know of more experienced teachers who have spent well over $20,000 in their career, and are still purchasing things each year." — Kindergarten teacher Support worker's desk. "The school ran out of proper desks so that's what she had to use." — Kindergarten teacher "All of the classroom resources that belong to me and are now at my house in storage." — Kindergarten teacher "All of the classroom resources that belong to me and are now at my house in storage." — Kindergarten teacher "What you do not see is the room's bare bones before your child's teacher came in over the summer and transformed it." — Carla Friesen "I have spent thousands of dollars to make my classroom a vibrant and amazing place for my students." — Megan Guenter "I have spent thousands of dollars to make my classroom a vibrant and amazing place for my students." — Megan Guenter "I spent almost $4,000 my first year teaching to start up my classroom." — Tracy Cramer "I spent almost $4,000 my first year teaching to start up my classroom." — Tracy Cramer "I spent almost $4,000 my first year teaching to start up my classroom." — Tracy Cramer "I spent almost $4,000 my first year teaching to start up my classroom." — Tracy Cramer "You see all the things I have bought for my classroom. Mats, carpet, pillows, chairs, bench, craft supplies, school supplies, lamps, etc. (yes, I know I don't have to make my class like this, but students love it and so do I). This year I spent a week of going into my class every day during the second week of August. I was there for about 5 hours every day making things perfect. Before that I draw floor plans of how I will organize furniture to best optimize my space." — Katrina Ling "I spend probably about $1000/ year on my classroom. It may be more; I'm afraid to add up the receipts. I spend more on my classroom than my own home. I do this willingly, as I want my class to feel like their classroom is their home for the year." — Katrina Ling "I provide my own personally made and personally bought teaching resources, educational games, puzzles, centre toys, supplementary craft items, etc. I share them with my teaching colleagues, and they share theirs with me." — Martha Lamarche "I take ingredients from my own family’s pantry and fridge so we can bake, make playdough, create senses-stimulating art projects, and learn about nutrition in a hands-on way. I am not compensated for the money I spend educating B.C. students as a result of government underfunding." — Martha Lamarche The teacher paid for everything inside the table. The teacher paid for everything inside the table. "An excellent education assistant... also enriches our classroom with items SHE finds at garage sales or thrift stores. She is not compensated for this, nor does she expect to be." — Martha Lamarche "An excellent education assistant... also enriches our classroom with items SHE finds at garage sales or thrift stores. She is not compensated for this, nor does she expect to be." — Martha Lamarche The yellow and blue bins belong to the teacher. The yellow and blue bins belong to the teacher. "The first picture is before I set up my class, the second after I set up part way through the year. Which classroom would you want your child to learn in? The government-'funded' one that claims no more money is needed or one that was subsidized by a so-called greedy teacher? Every dollar I spend in my classroom is a dollar I don't spend on my own kids, groceries or other bills. This is not the exception it's the norm. Teachers care." — Janelle "I have spent thousands subsidizing the system. I try to provide my students with books that appeal to their interest level as well as their reading level. This comes out of my earnings." — Gurjit Pattar "I constantly am keeping my eyes open for sales involving classroom resources and relevant reading materials. I've spent a small fortune on my personal library of professional resources." — Gurjit Pattar "Just one of my bookshelves after I took out the books I bought for my class just this year." — Jessica Hall "All the books I bought for my class this year, removed from the shelves. 806 in total." — Jessica Hall "With the exception of the table in the back, I brought in all this furniture for my classroom. I had been told there were not enough chairs in the district to have chairs in my classroom, so I went out and found them." — Jessica Hall "My underfunded grade 5/6 BC classroom stripped of everything I have purchased." — Staci Hutchinson "A sampling of teacher bought/made items, boxed up and ready to move to my new school — which I do on my own. Usually takes me the full last week of summer to set up my room. With the move this year I expect to spend three weeks." — Josie Zahn "I packed every single box, waited the entire summer to have it delivered, unpacked and set up my classroom including filling two file cabinets, hanging three bulletin boards, laminating and taping 23 name tags to desks and cloakroom cubbies, collecting exercise books and supplies, and finally stocking the painting easel with paints and the shelves with books... (not to mention dusting the blinds and scrubbing the sink)... the week before the start of school... on my own time." — Alison Smith "72 boxes/furniture items." — Alison Smith "What I walked in to when I first acquired my room and then what I turned it into." — Alycia Soukeroff "I walked into my new room mid-August and was shocked. There wasn't even a teacher desk or any books at all. I bought, scrounged and borrowed (mostly from my own kids) materials to make it work. Over the year many wonderful teachers passed on things to me that they had purchased and weren't using and retiring teachers happy to share their supplies." "I walked into my new room mid-August and was shocked. There wasn't even a teacher desk or any books at all. I bought, scrounged and borrowed (mostly from my own kids) materials to make it work. Over the year many wonderful teachers passed on things to me that they had purchased and weren't using and retiring teachers happy to share their supplies." "I walked into my new room mid-August and was shocked. There wasn't even a teacher desk or any books at all. I bought, scrounged and borrowed (mostly from my own kids) materials to make it work. Over the year many wonderful teachers passed on things to me that they had purchased and weren't using and retiring teachers happy to share their supplies." "I use the games to teach logic, spatial and sequential reasoning, and to have fun with math. In addition to the games, I bought a tablet, software for geometry, software for algebra, and software for posting grades on my website. The website is also paid for and maintained by me. The books and magazines in French in the background are also mine, and so is a classroom set of small whiteboards which I forgot to put in the picture." — French Immersion teacher "Spent over two thousand [dollars]." — Andrea Dove NEXT: B.C. Teachers' Strike 2014 Hundreds of B.C. teachers, parents and other union supporters rallied on the lawn of the B.C. legislature on June 16, 2014 in Victoria to protest against Premier Christy Clark and the government's latest contract offer. Click here for stories on the contract dispute. Members of the B.C. Federation of Labour and Canadian Labour Congress gather to support teachers outside Cambie Secondary School in Richmond, B.C. on June 2, 2014. Members of CUPE join teachers on the picket line at Mitchell Elementary in Richmond, B.C. on June 2, 2014. Union leaders speak to media on June 2, 2014 in Richmond, B.C. Teachers picket in West Kelowna on June 2, 2014. B.C. Teachers' Federal president Jim Iker speaks to teachers outside Princess Margaret School in Surrey on May 29, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Striking outside the Invergarry Adult Education Centre in Surrey, B.C. on May 29, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. B.C. Teachers' Federal president Jim Iker speaks to teachers outside Invergarry Adult Education Centre in Surrey on May 29, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers wave to supporters outside Valleyview Secondary School in Kamloops on May 28, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers picket in Kamloops on May 28, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. A student shows support for teachers in Kamloops on May 28, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. A teacher pickets on horseback in 150 Mile House on May 27, 2014. A sign posted on a classroom door at Vancouver Technical Secondary School. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers rally during rush hour in Kelowna on May 27, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Kelowna teachers wore pink and rallied from the city's overpasses on May 27, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. A sign of support for B.C. teachers from a house in Kelowna. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers in Richmond pass time on the 3:30 a.m. shift on the picket line on May 27, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Students and parents left a message for teachers in Richmond on May 27, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. On the picket line with an effigy of B.C. Premier Christy Clark at Kitsilano Secondary School on May 26, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. A student from City School speaks to a teacher on the picket line in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. On the picket line at Kitsilano Secondary School on May 26, 2014. Click here for more on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. A teacher on strike at Britannia Secondary School in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Click here for more on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers stand under the sign for Templeton High School in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Click here for more on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers on strike speak to a supporter outside Templeton Secondary School in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Ryan Tanabe, left, a teacher, and his father Rod Tanabe, a counsellor teacher at Killarney Secondary School, walk the picket line outside the school in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Click here for more on the B.C. teachers contract dispute. Teachers in the central Okanagan were part of rotating strikes on May 27, 2014. These are educators from Constable Neil Bruce Middle School in West Kelowna. Supporters of B.C. teachers rally in the Sooke School District. Surrey teachers pose with their growing pile of marking during the first day of rotating strikes. Teachers picket in New Westminster on May 26, the first day of rotating strikes in a contract dispute with the province. Grade 12 Eric Hamber Secondary student Sarah Bercic wears a T-shirt supporting B.C. teachers. Teachers picket in Penticton on May 26, the first day of rotating strikes in a contract dispute with the province. Anya Prokopeva, 8, a Grade 3 student in New Westminister, and her mom Julie Prokopeva, right, a member of the support staff at Killarney Secondary School, pass by striking teachers as they leave after walking the picket line outside the school in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Anya Prokopeva, 8, a Grade 3 student in New Westminister, uses a strike sign for shade rests as her mom Julie Prokopeva, a member of the support staff at Killarney Secondary School, walks a picket line outside the school in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. One of the earliest picket lines on the first day of the teachers' walkout was in Golden, B.C., which is in the Mountain time zone. Jim Iker, president of the B.C. Teachers' Federation, speaks to reporters on May 26, the first day of rotating strikes, at Vancouver's Charles Dickens Elementary. Jim Iker, president of the B.C. Teachers' Federation, speaks to reporters on May 26, the first day of rotating strikes, at Vancouver's Charles Dickens Elementary. Jim Iker, president of the B.C. Teachers' Federation, speaks to reporters on May 26, the first day of rotating strikes, at Vancouver's Charles Dickens Elementary. Striking teachers man a picket line outside Killarney Secondary School in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Public school teachers across British Columbia started rotating strikes Monday, a move that will put more than half a million students out of class for one day each this week. B.C. NDP Leader John Horgan poses with teachers in the Sooke School District. A rally in Coquitlam on May 25. Premier Christy Clark's face is seen on anti-bullying T-shirts at a rally in Coquitlam. Surrey teachers at Johnston Heights Secondary rally on May 23, 2014.  Share  Tweet  ✖ Advertisement Share this ✖ close Current Slide Follow Callista Ryan on Twitter: www.twitter.com/Kurtified More: BC Government BC Teachers BC Teachers Strike Bced BC Politics Bc Teachers Dispute Labour Dispute Bc Teachers Bcpoli BC Liberals B.C. Teachers Strike 2014 Bc Education Teachers Strike BC Teachers Strike Bc 2014 Bc Students   Click here to view Conversations Conversations Most Popular LOOK: Stunning Scenes By B.C.'s October Photographer David Chang Photography LOOK: Old Vancouver Bank's New Life Jason Statler 45 Signs You're A Vancouver Canucks Fan Getty Images Recognize This Photo? Here's The Story Behind It Claude P. Dettloff/CP/National Archives of Canada Stanley Park Pedestrian Dies After Crash With Cyclist Getty This Derelict Van 'Home' Costs $550/Month To Rent In B.C. Bill Everitt Blog Lists Reasons To Hate Vancouver NBCU Photo Bank Anthem Singer's Fall Is Lesson In Showmanship YouTube Intruder Dies After Being Caught By Homeowner, Neighbour Shutterstock / sculpies Vancouver Mayor Focuses On Pipelines For Re-Election Campaign Vision Vancouver Facebook Male Student Told To Remove Lipstick For B.C. School Photo YouTube Vancouver Is The Reason Alyssa Milano Quit TV Show Paul Archuleta via Getty Images Vancouver Director's Documentary Makes Eccentrics The Norm viff.org City Of Vancouver Taking Arbutus Corridor Fight To Court Darryl Dyck/The Canadian Press B.C. Teen Found Shot Dead In SUV YouTube B.C. Premier Chides Feds Over TFW Overhaul CP ► Couple Climbs 2,300 Feet To Marry Atop B.C. Peak Vimeo Bublé Hangs Out With His Hometown's RCMP Instagram/Michael Buble B.C. Gov't Apologizes For Firing Worker Who Committed Suicide Getty Images Some Of Canada's Most Valuable Land Sold To B.C. First Nations clc.ca/Google Maps FOLLOW HUFFPOST Email Email Address Options HuffPost Daily Brief British Columbia Get top stories and blog posts emailed to me each day.. Facebook HuffPost British Columbia Twitter HuffPost Follow British Columbia Follow Google Plus HuffPost British Columbia RSS The Huffington Post British Columbia All RSS / Feeds Phone Available on the App Store Android App on Google Play Get it at Blackberry App World Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search advertise log in make HuffPost your home page RSS careers FAQ user agreement privacy policy comment policy about us about our ads contact us Copyright ©2014 TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. "The Huffington Post" is a registered trademark of TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. All rights reserved. Part of HPMG News Use this form to alert a HuffPost editor about a factual or typographical error in this story. Notify message * Required * * * What kind of error is this? Choose an option Factual or typographical Comment moderation problem Rights and permissions Other * What is the correction? 0 count Describe the error here (1,000 character limit) * Type the words below so we know you are not a cyborg Sign me up for The Huffington Post's Daily Brief Thank you!)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141007,www.huffingtonpost.com,http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/10/02/crystal-bridges_n_5923320.html,<img src="https://s3.amazonaws.com/huffpost/WebOpener.jpg"> View mobile site October 7, 2014 Huffpost Arts Edition: U.S. Show/Hide Brasil BR Canada CA Deutschland DE España ES France FR Italia IT 日本 (Japan) JP 한국 (Korea) KR Maghreb MG United Kingdom UK United States US Follow Newsletters Get ArtsNewsletters Email address Enter Email Address Huffington Post Search Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search iOS app Android app More Log in Create Account Notifications 0 $USERNAME Profile Settings Logout FRONT PAGE Entertainment Kris Jenner Opens Up About The Late Robert Kardashian 6 Blake Lively Is Pregnant! 30 Mariah Carey Proves She's Not Lip-Synching 42 Is This Where George Clooney And Amal Alamuddin Honeymooned? 7 Pregnant Kelly Rowland Poses Topless In Black And White Photo Shoot 2 Go to Entertainment More in Entertainment Celebrity TV You Might Also Like Comedy Arts Books Food Style Weird News Moviefone Arts The Glamorous History Of Pin-Up Like You've Never Seen It Before 3 1 Here Are A Bunch Of F*cking Delightful Artsy Cat Photos. You're Welcome. 3 This Is What It Really Looks Like To Be A Modern Day Nun 8 New Animation-Inspired Art Show Will Make You Yearn For Saturday Morning Cartoons 0 Go to Arts More in Arts Painting Film Design Photography Theater Architecture You Might Also Like Books NY Los Angeles Books Print Books Are Still Outselling Ebooks, Despite Dire Expectations 37 The Surprising Reason Why Reading REALLY Matters 3 Kurt Vonnegut's Advice For High Schoolers Is Advice For Us All 0 Go to Books More in Books Book Club Libraries In Crisis You Might Also Like Arts Food Education Media Recipes Black Voices Latino Voices Religion TV Well, We Didn't See This Doctor Who Monster Coming 23 Go to TV More in TV TV Replay TV Recaps TV Spoilers Maureen Ryan You Might Also Like Celebrity Media Comedy Arts Books Science WATCH: It's Time For A 'Blood Moon' 86 What Next For The Ebola Outbreak? Here's What The Math Says 125 Here's Why The Night Sky Is Dark Even Though Jillions Of Stars Are Shining Light Our Way 19 This Scientist Has A Surprising Idea For Protecting Football Players 59 3 Scientists Win Nobel Prize In Medicine 53 Go to Science More in Science Space Brain Earth Talk Nerdy To Me Weird Science You Might Also Like Tech Green Arts Religion Weird News Style Kylie Jenner Has A New Hair Line, All By Herself 0 The Easy Fall Haircut That Works For Everyone 0 8 Things Your Friends Really Need To Chill About 17 10 Totally Terrifying Halloween Nail Art Ideas 0 Amp Up Your Knuckle Rings With French Fries And Sushi 8 Go to Style More in Style The Beauty Page Fashion Trends Celebrity Style You Might Also Like Home Women Parents Weddings Travel Divorce Post 50 Home The 5 Best American Cities To Live In Right Now Are... 35 6 Gyms That Take In-Home Fitness To A Whole. New. Level. 4 Go to Home More in Home House Tours Cleaning Design Entertaining Real Estate Celebrity Homes You Might Also Like Style Food Healthy Living Arts HuffPost Live Next Ferguson & The Threat Of State Violence Next SCOTUS To Rule On Prisoner's Beard Tomorrow 'Felony' Star Jai Courtney LIVE Tomorrow Author & Therapist Linda Carroll LIVE Tomorrow Macy Gray LIVE Go to Huffpost Live All Sections News Politics WorldPost Business Small Business Money Media Sports Education Crime Weird News Good News Entertainment Entertainment Celebrity Comedy Arts & Culture Books TV Life & Style Healthy Living GPS for the Soul Style Home Taste Weddings Travel Parents Divorce Huff/Post 50 Marlo Thomas OWN Dr. Phil Tech & Science Tech Science Green Code Voices Women Black Voices Latino Voices Voces (en español) Gay Voices Religion College Teen Impact Local Chicago DC Denver Detroit Hawaii Los Angeles Miami New York San Francisco Our Mobile Apps: iOS Android HuffPost Live (iOS) GPS For The Soul (iOS) GPS For The Soul (Android) Arts & Culture Painting Film Design Photography Theater Music Dance Architecture Female Artists Art Meets Science On Our Radar ImageBlog The Glamorous History Of Pin-Up Like You've Never Seen It Before 2014-10-06 04:01:25 Here Are A Bunch Of F*cking Delightful Artsy Cat Photos. You're Welcome. 2014-10-06 04:01:16 Gay Artist Will Spend 15 Days In A Glass Box To Explore The Meaning Of Grindr 2014-10-03 09:17:09 This Dreamlike Flock Of Rainbow Sheep Actually Exists 2014-10-01 09:40:24 This Is What It Really Looks Like To Be A Modern Day Nun 2014-10-06 04:01:33 Miranda July Designed A Purse And It's Everything You Hoped It Would Be 2014-10-03 20:50:37 10 Painters Who Are Changing Their Medium In The 21 Century 2014-10-03 09:19:22 10 Eerily Adorable GIFs That Will Make You Feel Like A Kid Before Bedtime 2014-10-03 20:50:43 Here's One Way To Protest China's Preference For Boys 2014-10-03 09:01:42 How To Build A Gay And Lesbian Art Museum 2014-10-03 20:50:58 Previous Story Next Story Mallika Rao Become a fan mallika.rao@huffingtonpost.com Email Posted: 10/06/2014 5:39 pm EDT Updated: 10/07/2014 10:59 am EDT Share Tweet Email Comment tumblr stumble reddit Recall the famous New Yorker cover “View of the World from 9th Avenue,” by Saul Steinberg. All of America is shown from the vantage point of western Manhattan. In the distance lies the country’s West coast and not much else. New York City, naturally, is dead center. This is the cartographic delusion that rules the art world. At this year’s Whitney Biennial — a powerful commercial launching pad for young artists, in much the same way “Saturday Night Live” is for comedians — more than 70 of the 100 or so chosen painters, sculptors, videographers and the like worked either in California or New York. Plucked From Obscurity The following artists all hail from a different corner of America. None of them had been exhibited outside of their region before the Crystal Bridges show. Andy DuCett Midwest Hiromi Moneyhun South Justin Favela West Vanessa L. German Northeast This “Steinbergian view of the country” is anathema to Don Bacigalupi, president of Crystal Bridges, the ambitious museum of American art in tiny Bentonville, Arkansas, founded in 2011 by Walmart heiress Alice Walton. Speaking from his vast, glass-walled place of employment, Bacigalupi discussed the museum’s new counterpoint to the Steinbergian worldview, an exhibit instantly coined “the anti-Whitney Biennial” by the press upon its opening last month. The elevator pitch for State of the Art: one hundred works, no big names and an insane road trip. They didn’t know how to comport themselves. Many were shocked and curious as to why we’d traveled across the country. In concert, the three elements make the exhibit nothing short of historic. For 10 months, Bacigalupi and curator Chad Alligood crisscrossed the country, dropping into the studios of 960 artists. The studio visit is a mythologized rite of passage — portrayed in movies as the moment an artist’s fortune changes — and most of Bacigalupi’s and Alligood’s hosts had never experienced one. “They didn’t know how to comport themselves,” Bacigalupi told The Huffington Post a few days after the opening of the exhibit. “Many were shocked and curious as to why we’d traveled across the country.” With good reason. “This is not the way exhibitions of contemporary art are curated,” Alligood admitted, citing “a bit of fear” in the curatorial community and in museum leadership. The risks lie not only in the process (just try explaining a year of slow emails with “We’re not going to be in the office, because we’ll be in Idaho or Omaha,” as Alligood put it), but in shirking the typical approach to museum fundraising, where a star artist or piece is used to entice sponsors. Instead, Alligood said, “I had to say ‘Trust us.’” Crystal Bridges, designed by the renowned architect Moshe Safdie, differs fundamentally from other museums of its size in that it is privately owned. Funded by Walton, it operates in service of her stated goal to transform a region. And indeed, Bentonville — a city nestled in the Ozarks, an area known primarily for its natural beauty — has changed around the museum. Where once the big attraction was the Walmart Museum, featuring a five-and-dime styled after Sam Walton’s original store, the downtown now brims with pint-size galleries, posh restaurants and an outpost of the boutique art-themed hotel chain 21c. A representative for the city’s chamber of commerce said that hotel and restaurant tax collection has increased by more than 12 percent each year since Crystal Bridges opened its doors. The tourists aren’t your average art fiends. More than 1 million people have visited Crystal Bridges so far, and according to museum records, a good number of them have been real first-timers — meaning they've never stepped into a museum before in their lives. This statistic informed Bacigalupi’s vision for State of the Art, which he sees as a chance to do justice to contemporary art, a field he believes is unfairly maligned. “If we think about the stereotypes that attend it,” he said, “that it’s difficult to understand, that it’s something a child could do, that it may not have anything to say to us as a society — we wanted to counter all of those notions.” He also expanded an idea he’d floated to Alice Walton while interviewing for his current post. At the time, Bacigalupi was director of the Toledo Museum in Ohio, the epicenter of “a very lively and very deeply rooted art scene,” he said. “I thought with this new museum, there might be an opportunity to focus the lens around practice happening in all parts of the country.” The curators discuss how the artists interpret their cultural heritage in their work. Walton is seen as something of a hawk in the art world — keen-eyed and dangerous, with a tendency to buy from insolvent institutions with beloved collections. She’s a natural disruptor, according to Alligood. Where some founders might have bristled at a long road trip toward a dream, Walton welcomed the plan. Omnipotence helps. “At other institutions, you have to convince a lot more people to make the gears turn,” Alligood noted. From the start, the exhibit demanded a new process. Bacigalupi and Alligood canvassed hundreds of art professionals embedded in local scenes for names. From a total of 10,000 promising artists they chiseled a short list of 1,000. These they partitioned into four regions: Northeast, Northwest, South and West. Every week for nearly a year, the two men flew to a hub in one of these regions, rented a car and got going. Often, they visited a dozen or more studios in a day, capturing video and audio footage of the artist at each stop. They drove into dodgy city neighborhoods and one-road towns where the GPS didn’t work. No two studio spaces were alike, from front porches to basements to an overgrown bay in an abandoned Coca-Cola factory. The oldest artist they visited was in her eighties, the youngest a 10-year-old boy whose mother was on the list. (When he heard who was coming, he left his work out where the men couldn’t miss it, before leaving for school.) Another artist died a few weeks after the visit. After each stop, the men composed a code they could later use to remember the work they saw, a process Bacigalupi likens in the exhibit catalogue to writing a haiku. The phrases, each three words long, describe the essentials of an artist’s work. (The catalogue lists some tantalizing ones — for example, “psychotropic video travelogues.”) The duo also scored the artists, Olympics-style, on a 10-point scale measuring qualities chosen with the audience in mind: virtuosity, engagement and appeal. Bacigalupi considers this travelogue as vital as the exhibit, calling it “a database for the future about research at this moment in American practice.” HuffPost’s look into State of the Art interweaves some of this data with our own profiles of four artists, none of whose work had been shown outside their geographical region before Crystal Bridges swooped in. Justin Favela, a Las Vegas artist, mines his Chicano heritage, as well as the high-low culture of Sin City, to produce outsized piñatas that wouldn’t look out of place in a photo shoot by David LaChapelle. In Florida, Hiromi Moneyhun uses only an X-Acto knife and memories of the paper-cut illustrations she loved as a girl in Japan to turn out large, mind-bendingly intricate structures. Twin Cities artist Andy DuCett turns the old trope of “Minnesota nice” into performance art, with a cast of actual moms. And Vanessa L. German makes "power figures" from trash for the children in the depressed Homewood neighborhood of Pittsburgh, where she lives. The concerns of these artists are at once regional and global. Together, they form what Bacigalupi calls “a truer image of the country.” Even Saul Steinberg might agree: It’s a fine view. To explore all of the 102 works in State of the Art, visit the exhibit website or download the museum’s dedicated app, available for Apple or Android devices. Opener illustration by Troy Dunham More: Crystal Bridges Crystal Bridges Museum of Art Alice Walton Crystal Bridges State of the Art Art Best of HuffPost Asian American Voices Suggest a correction Around the Web Crystal Bridges Museum of American Art: Home   Click here to view Conversations Conversations Suggested For You FOLLOW HUFFPOST Email Email Address Options The Morning Email Arts Get top stories and blog posts emailed to me each day.. Facebook HuffPost Arts Twitter HuffPost Follow Arts Follow Google Plus HuffPost Arts RSS Most Popular on HuffPost Latest News Arts All RSS / Feeds Phone Available on the App Store Android App on Google Play Get it at Blackberry App World Every Simpsons Couch Gag at the Same Time Why Aren’t We Talking About Chadwick Boseman? Gone Girl, Psycho, and How David Fincher Steals From Alfred Hitchcock Slate Articles » Are Ratings Back Up For Bob's Burgers? Movie Characters Whose Legends Live On 11 More Superhero Movies That Almost Happened Crowd Ignite » Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search Advertise Log In Make HuffPost your Home Page RSS Careers FAQ User Agreement Privacy Comment Policy About Us About Our Ads Contact Us Copyright ©2014 TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. "The Huffington Post" is a registered trademark of TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. All rights reserved. Part of AOL Lifestyle Use this form to alert a HuffPost editor about a factual or typographical error in this story. Notify message * Required * * * What kind of error is this? Choose an option Factual or typographical Comment moderation problem Rights and permissions Other * What is the correction? 0 count Describe the error here (1,000 character limit) * Type the words below so we know you are not a cyborg Sign me up for The Morning Email Thank you!)
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(20141006,www.theglobeandmail.com,http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/news-video/video-christy-clark-urges-teachers-union-to-bargain-seriously/article20334815/,Video: Clark urges B.C. teachers' union to 'bargain seriously' - The Globe and Mail Video Home Globe Now News Business Life Arts Technology Drive Sports Globe Shows Jump to main navigationJump to main content Video Login Register Query Clark urges B.C. teachers' union to 'bargain seriously' Add to ... SHARE Replay NEXT VIDEO IN: seconds Restart playlist Video: Clark urges B.C. teachers' union to 'bargain seriously' Sep. 03 2014 British Columbia Premier Christy Clark is urging the province's teachers' union to get into the "affordability zone." Clark says a pay increase for teachers should be in line with that of other public servants. EMAIL THIS Share Copy link to video Embed This Video CP Video | Sep. 03 2014 Show Description British Columbia Premier Christy Clark is urging the province's teachers' union to get into the "affordability zone." Clark says a pay increase for teachers should be in line with that of other public servants. Related 0:39 Clark urges B.C. teachers' union to 'bargain seriously' 1:06 John Tory talks 'common sense' transit solutions with The Globe's Editorial Board 0:51 As Dallas Ebola patient fights for life, another American patient heads to Nebraska 1:13 Fifth American with Ebola arrives in Nebraska 1:24 Hong Kong Protests Subside After Tumultuous Week 1:09 Brazilians head to polls for nail-biter election 0:43 Famous World War Two photo becomes war memorial More from this section 2:07 A look at the two leading candidates vying to win Vancouver's mayoral race 2:11 'Some nights, I just cry myself to sleep': Rob Ford on cancer and treatment 2:41 Stunning drone footage captures scale of Hong Kong's Umbrella Revolution protests 2:38 The Globe in Africa: Geoffrey York on reporting from ground zero of the Ebola crisis 1:09 How does the BlackBerry Passport hold up to the infamous 'iPhone 6 bend test'? Most Popular 1:53 The Globe's travel editor shows you how to pack for a trip with carry-on luggage only 2:11 'Some nights, I just cry myself to sleep': Rob Ford on cancer and treatment 1:57 Millennials want it all, just like their parents 2:02 The Bottom Line: The Canadian dollar could tumble to 83 cents next year Editor's Picks 2:07 Liam Lacey on 'Mommy', a Xavier Dolan film rich in emotional baggage 6:58 The politics of going to war: What each leader has to lose when it comes to Islamic State and CF-18s 1:12 Self-driving boats? U.S. Navy now testing autonomous patrol vessels 1:53 The Globe's travel editor shows you how to pack for a trip with carry-on luggage only 1:40 No, it's not a stealth fighter, it's the new Mercedes S Class Globe Shows » Amazing Space Take a look inside innovative Canadian workplaces Careers Put your best foot forward with our expert advice Inside Jobs Profiles of innovative small businesses Carrick Talks Money Rob Carrick takes the guess work out of your money issues. Nik on Numbers Pollster Nik Nanos crunches the numbers in Canadian politics Portfolio Checkup Experts share their advice portfolios of real individuals Investor Clinic John Heinzl helps you understand the complex world of investing Market View Insights on developing market news Query © Copyright 2014 The Globe and Mail Inc. All Rights Reserved. 444 Front St. W., Toronto,  ON  Canada  M5V 2S9 Phillip Crawley, Publisher Add to Watchlist Add to Watchlist We've run into a glitch. Please try again later. We've run into a glitch. Please try again later.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media last tweet "" @ - 12:00am Follow @ last post "" facebook/ - Jan 1st Like Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/cbcnewsbc?lang=ru,CBC British Columbia (@cbcnewsbc) | Твиттер Твиттер Поисковый запрос Поиск в Твиттере Сохранённые параметры поиска Удалить Подлинная учётная запись @ Предлагаемые пользователи Подлинная учётная запись @ Подлинная учётная запись @ Язык: Русский Українська мова Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Уже зарегистрированы? Войти Не пользуетесь Твиттером? Присоединяйтесь! » Войти Телефон, e-mail или имя пользователя Пароль Войти Запомнить Забыли пароль? Уже пользуетесь Твиттером с помощью текстовых сообщений? CBC British Columbia Подлинная учётная запись @cbcnewsbc Твиты 40,2 тыс. Фото и видео 1 648 Читаемые 412 Читатели 61,4 тыс. Избранное 42   Ещё Избранное Списки Не игнорировать @cbcnewsbc Игнорировать @cbcnewsbc Читать Читаю Отмена В чёрном списке Убрать из чёрного списка Ещё не подтверждено Отмена CBC British ColumbiaПодлинная учётная запись @cbcnewsbc Breaking news from CBC News in B.C. Vancouver, BC cbc.ca/bc/ В Твиттере с Ноябрь 2008 1 648 фото или видео Твиты Твиты Твиты и ответы CBC British Columbia ретвитнул(а) это Stephen Smart @CBCSmart  ·  1 ч 1 час назад NDP's @jjhorgan points out lofty promises around LNG, debt free BC, etc weren't mentioned in throne speech. #cbc #bcpoli Ответить 0 ответов Ретвитнуть Ретвиты 5 ретвитов 5 В избранное Избранное 0 избранных Ещё Разместить твит CBC British Columbia ретвитнул(а) это Stephen Smart @CBCSmart  ·  1 ч 1 час назад NDP leader @jjhorgan says throne speech shows @christyclarkbc can't be believed anymore. #cbc #bcpoli pic.twitter.com/pUYkHMf4cm Другие фото и видео Ответить 0 ответов Ретвитнуть Ретвиты 6 ретвитов 6 В избранное Избранное 0 избранных Ещё Разместить твит CBC British Columbia ретвитнул(а) это Jason Proctor @proctor_jason  ·  44 мин 44 минуты назад Affidavit by camper for @pivotlegal says police officer kicked him out of Crab park and told him to go to #OppenheimerPark #cbc Ответить 0 ответов Ретвитнуть Ретвиты 1 ретвит 1 В избранное Избранное 0 избранных Ещё Разместить твит CBC British Columbia ретвитнул(а) это Jodie Emery @JodieEmery  ·  36 мин 36 минут назад Marc and I did an interview with @CBCGloria this morning that will air on @CBCVancouver between 5-6pm tonight. Tune in! #bcpoli #vanpoli Ответить 0 ответов Ретвитнуть Ретвиты 6 ретвитов 6 В избранное Избранное 4 избранных 4 Ещё Разместить твит CBC British Columbia @cbcnewsbc  ·  39 мин 39 минут назад LIVE: VPD discuss warning issued after 3 similar attacks on women since April: http://cbc.ca/1.2789418  #cbc Показать сводку Ответить 0 ответов Ретвитнуть Ретвиты 1 ретвит 1 В избранное Избранное 0 избранных Ещё Разместить твит CBC British Columbia ретвитнул(а) это Stephen Smart @CBCSmart  ·  1 ч 1 час назад Premier @christyclarkbc says Petronas acting in best interest of shareholders re: Oct deadline. Hopefull will still proceed. #cbc #bcpoli Ответить 0 ответов Ретвитнуть Ретвиты 1 ретвит 1 В избранное Избранное 0 избранных Ещё Разместить твит CBC British Columbia ретвитнул(а) это Stephen Smart @CBCSmart  ·  1 ч 1 час назад Premier @christyclarkbc talks to media after Throne Speech. Insists still optimistic re Petronas LNG. #cbc #bcpoli pic.twitter.com/JZhyVGHseC Другие фото и видео Ответить 0 ответов Ретвитнуть Ретвиты 3 ретвитов 3 В избранное Избранное 2 избранных 2 Ещё Разместить твит CBC British Columbia @cbcnewsbc  ·  1 ч 1 час назад VPD issues warning following series of attacks on women http://ift.tt/1xXv0Da  pic.twitter.com/eIPPhbeoRP Другие фото и видео Ответить 0 ответов Ретвитнуть Ретвиты 14 ретвитов 14 В избранное Избранное 3 избранных 3 Ещё Разместить твит CBC British Columbia @cbcnewsbc  ·  1 ч 1 час назад MT @DanBurritt: . @VancouverPD issues warning after 3 attacks on women since April in S.Granville, Oak & Cambie areas http://cbc.ca/1.2789418  Показать сводку Ответить 0 ответов Ретвитнуть Ретвиты 0 ретвитов В избранное Избранное 0 избранных Ещё Разместить твит CBC British Columbia ретвитнул(а) это Dan Burritt @DanBurritt  ·  2 ч 1 час назад . @VancouverPD issue warning after 3 attacks on women. Occurred in South Granville, Oak & Cambie areas as far back as April. @cbcnewsbc #cbc Ответить 0 ответов Ретвитнуть Ретвиты 6 ретвитов 6 В избранное Избранное 0 избранных Ещё Разместить твит CBC British Columbia @cbcnewsbc  ·  2 ч 1 час назад Disabled woman's lawyer demands 15 day suspension for officer that pushed her http://ift.tt/1q5shyT  pic.twitter.com/3HzpnYGvzV Другие фото и видео Ответить 0 ответов Ретвитнуть Ретвиты 3 ретвитов 3 В избранное Избранное 0 избранных Ещё Разместить твит CBC British Columbia ретвитнул(а) это Jason Proctor @proctor_jason  ·  3 ч 2 часа назад Judge ends morning session with stern call for answers as to why defendants ignored her interim order on fire ban #cbc Ответить 0 ответов Ретвитнуть Ретвиты 2 ретвитов 2 В избранное Избранное 1 избранное 1 Ещё Разместить твит CBC British Columbia ретвитнул(а) это Lisa Cordasco @LisaCordascoCBC  ·  3 ч 3 часа назад First Nations & supporters at legislature Demand govt protection of burial ground at Grace Islet nr Saltspring pic.twitter.com/9aQOyeKKJL Другие фото и видео Ответить 0 ответов Ретвитнуть Ретвиты 5 ретвитов 5 В избранное Избранное 3 избранных 3 Ещё Разместить твит CBC British Columbia ретвитнул(а) это Jason Proctor @proctor_jason  ·  3 ч 3 часа назад Protesters say there aren't enough shelter spaces and enforcing order would violate their Charter right to safety, security #cbc Ответить 0 ответов Ретвитнуть Ретвиты 3 ретвитов 3 В избранное Избранное 0 избранных Ещё Разместить твит CBC British Columbia @cbcnewsbc  ·  3 ч 3 часа назад 16-year-old struck and killed by train in Maple Ridge http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/tiffany-williams-16-struck-and-killed-by-train-in-maple-ridge-1.2789201?cmp=rss … pic.twitter.com/FjVPqicU3P Другие фото и видео Ответить 0 ответов Ретвитнуть Ретвиты 1 ретвит 1 В избранное Избранное 0 избранных Ещё Разместить твит CBC British Columbia ретвитнул(а) это Jason Proctor @proctor_jason  ·  3 ч 3 часа назад Fire official says "no coherent leadership" and multiple violations of interim court order at #OppenheimerPark #cbc Ответить 0 ответов Ретвитнуть Ретвиты 2 ретвитов 2 В избранное Избранное 0 избранных Ещё Разместить твит CBC British Columbia ретвитнул(а) это Jason Proctor @proctor_jason  ·  4 ч 3 часа назад Fire official claims defendants re-lit ceremonial fire the day the court order on fires was issued; says it was unattended next day #cbc Ответить 0 ответов Ретвитнуть Ретвиты 2 ретвитов 2 В избранное Избранное 0 избранных Ещё Разместить твит CBC British Columbia ретвитнул(а) это Jason Proctor @proctor_jason  ·  4 ч 3 часа назад Police say the OT cost at #OppenheimerPark has now risen to $100k #cbc Ответить 0 ответов Ретвитнуть Ретвиты 2 ретвитов 2 В избранное Избранное 0 избранных Ещё Разместить твит CBC British Columbia ретвитнул(а) это Kathy Tomlinson @CBCGoPublic  ·  4 ч 4 часа назад Woman's death raises alarms about "alert fatigue" among pharmacists: http://goo.gl/YIZOsj  #pharma Показать сводку Ответить 0 ответов Ретвитнуть Ретвиты 2 ретвитов 2 В избранное Избранное 0 избранных Ещё Разместить твит CBC British Columbia ретвитнул(а) это Jason Proctor @proctor_jason  ·  4 ч 4 часа назад Mayoral candidate "Mayor" Meynerd leaps into frame to plug self during #Oppenheimer presser #cbc pic.twitter.com/SMB3H19tiu Другие фото и видео Ответить 0 ответов Ретвитнуть Ретвиты 2 ретвитов 2 В избранное Избранное 0 избранных Ещё Разместить твит Вероятно, Твиттер перегружен или испытывает временные трудности. Повторите попытку Посетите Твиттер для получения дополнительной информации. Закрыть CBC British Columbia теперь читает Не пропустите ни одного обновления от CBC British Columbia Vancouver, BC · Изменить © 2014 Twitter О нас Помощь О рекламе Закрыть Актуальные темы Актуальные темы, подобранные специально для вас. Актуальные темы предоставляют уникальную возможность получать информацию о том, что вам интересно. Они подобраны на основе вашего местоположения и читаемых вами людей. Изменить Оставить индивидуальные актуальные темы Получить актуальные темы в мире Готово Скрыть Закрыть Предыдущая Далее Закрыть Перейти к профилю Сохранённые параметры поиска Удалить Подлинная учётная запись @ Предлагаемые пользователи Подлинная учётная запись @ Подлинная учётная запись @ Закрыть Рассказать об этом вашим читателям? Отмена Ретвитнуть Закрыть Вы уверены, что хотите удалить этот твит? Отмена Удалить Закрыть Внести в чёрный список Отмена Внести в чёрный список Указывать, где я нахожусь Когда вы указываете в твите своё местоположение, Твиттер сохраняет его. Вы можете включать и выключать определение местоположения перед отправлением каждого твита. У вас также есть возможность удалить эту информацию позже. Подробнее Включить определение местоположения Не сейчас Выключить определение местоположения Закрыть Профиль Закрыть Ваши списки Закрыть Создать список Название списка Описание Не более 100 знаков, по желанию Тип Открытый · Все могут читать этот список Закрытый · Только вы видите этот список Сохранить список Закрыть Закрыть Разместить твит Чтобы добавить этот твит на свой веб-сайт, скопируйте указанный ниже код. Подробнее Не удалось подключиться к серверу. Повторить? Добавить исходный твит Добавить медиафайлы Образец Закрыть Регистрация Еще не в Твиттере? Зарегистрируйтесь, следите за интересными для вас событиями и получайте новости по мере их появления. Уже зарегистрированы? Войти » Закрыть Короткие номера для отправки и получения: Страна Код Для абонентов США 40404 Любую Канада 21212 Любую Великобритания 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Бразилия 40404 Nextel, TIM Гаити 40404 Digicel, Voila Ирландия 51210 Vodafone, O2 Индия 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Индонезия 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Италия 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » Посмотреть короткие номера для SMS в других странах Закрыть Подтверждение)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12856&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2000 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 12, Number 6, April 2000 BCTF Governance Review by Kathleen MacKinnon Last year’s Annual General Meeting adopted as a priority the improvement of the Federation’s effectiveness and responsiveness to meeting the needs of members. A first step in addressing this priority is to be a review of governance and decision-making structures. The last time a formal review of this nature was undertaken was in 1984–1986. Since that time, there have been huge changes in the public education environment in British Columbia. To name a few, teachers were granted full collective bargaining rights, administrators were removed from the Federation, locals were certified as bargaining agents, local bargaining authority was stripped away, and school boards have been stripped of most of their authority. Internal structures of the BCTF have also changed, as have their priorities and mandates. It’s time to review the ability of the Federation to respond appropriately, effectively, and efficiently, and to ensure that the BCTF continues to be open to its members and to be seen by them as strong and influential. The Executive has appointed a task force to carry out this review. Members met on February 21–22, 2000 and agreed to a process of consultation that will lead to the development of recommendations. It is anticipated that these will be presented to the December 2000 Executive meeting. Consistent with the AGM priority and the mandate adopted by the Executive, the task force will be asking members for their opinions on the effectiveness of the BCTF in meeting their needs. A basic premise of the task force is that we do not want to be directive or restrictive in encouraging members to express their opinions. A five-phase process has been developed that we hope will allow for maximum member involvement throughout. Phase 1 A brief, open-ended set of questions will be presented to all members. This will be done individually through the Teacher newsmagazine and by way of the BCTF web site. It will also be done by visits of task force members, if agendas and groups permit, to a wide range of Federation bodies and advisory committees. All responses will be collated and common issues and themes will be identified. Phase 2 All members and groups will be given the summary of issues related to the effectiveness of Federation structures and asked for suggestions for remedying identified concerns. Phase 3 The task force will formulate draft recommendations based on the concerns expressed in phase 1 and the remedies suggested in phase 2. Phase 4 These draft recommendations will be circulated broadly as before, with a request for comments and further suggestions. Phase 5 The final phase, from the task force’s perspective of involvement, will be the presentation of final recommendations to the Executive. The Executive will determine what to report to the Annual General Meeting. The committee is hopeful that the five-phase process will ensure as much member participation as possible in the review and the development of recommendations. This is an exciting time for the Federation. With your help and input, the review of governance structures and decision-making bodies will make us a stronger Federation, more responsive to the needs of our members, and more democratic than ever. Please take the time to respond to the following broad questions. You can send your response by: Mail to: Task Force on Governance and Decision Making Structures 100-550 West 6th Avenue Vancouver, BC V5Z 4P2 Attn: Marion Shukin mshukin@bctf.ca; fax to Marion Shukin at 604-871-2289 or reply online at www.bctf.ca/about/ GovernanceResponse Member questionnaire on BCTF governance structures and decision-making bodies How do you see the structures of the BCTF responding to the needs of members and locals? What are the strengths of the BCTF in meeting the needs of members and locals? What are the weaknesses of the BCTF in meeting the needs of members and locals? a. How do you see BCTF advisory bodies (eg. Professional Development Advisory Committee, Pensions Committee, Provincial Specialist Associations) responding to the needs of members and locals currently? b. How do you see BCTF decision-making structures (Annual General Meeting, Representative Assembly, Executive Committee) responding to the needs of members and locals currently? Suggest other ways to gather information for our review.)
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(20141007,www.huffingtonpost.ca,http://www.huffingtonpost.ca/2014/10/06/pastafarian-loses-bc-drivers-licence_n_5942846.html?utm_hp_ref=tw,Pastafarian Loses B.C. Driver's Licence Over Religious Head Gear View mobile site October 7, 2014 Huffpost Canada British Columbia ca Edition: ca Show/Hide Brasil BR Canada CA Deutschland DE España ES France FR Italia IT 日本 (Japan) JP 한국 (Korea) KR Maghreb MG United Kingdom UK United States US Region: BC Show/Hide All Canada Alberta British Columbia Québec (en français) Follow Newsletters Get Canada British ColumbiaNewsletters Email address Enter Email Address Huffington Post Search Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search iOS app Android app More Log in Create Account Notifications 0 $USERNAME Profile Settings Logout FRONT PAGE Politics Ford Still Doesn't Understand Racism 51 Kenney Posts Photos Of Iraqi Children To Make Case For ISIL Airstrikes 91 Clinton: Canadian Help In ISIL Fight 'Indispensable' 44 Unvetted Judge Joins Supreme Court 42 Canada Sends Advance Team To Middle East 109 Go to Politics More in Politics The Pulse Stephen Harper You Might Also Like US Politics UK Politics Business Porn Company Has A Raunchy Deal For Air Canada Pilots 3 Sun News Just Lost Its Main Source Of Content; What Now? 48 Canadian Cities Surprisingly Unpopular Destinations For Workers 0 This Is How You Rack Up U.S. Roaming Charges While In Canada 14 Look What China Might Actually Build 47 Go to Business More in Business Small Business Money You Might Also Like Tech TechCrunch Autoblog WorldPost Spanish Nurse First To Contract Ebola Outside West Africa 518 It's Been 3 Weeks Since Anyone's Seen Kim And Rumors Are Swirling 91 3 New Findings On ISIS Weapons That You Should Know About 0 Kurds Face Massacre In Syrian Border Town As Turkey Just Watches 334 American Held Hostage By ISIS: 'I Am Obviously Pretty Scared To Die' 70 Go to WorldPost More in WorldPost Foreign Affairs World Elections Arab Uprising Afghanistan War Syria Crisis You Might Also Like Travel Impact Living 100 Pumpkin Carvings That Will Inspire You 0 Fried Maple Leaves Are A Delicacy In Japan, And We're Jealous 6 WATCH: HuffPost Readers School Us On Toronto's Real Must-Eats 2 Toronto Dubbed Fourth Most Livable City In The World 0 33 Signs You Live In Liberty Village 1 Go to Living You Might Also Like Healthy Living Food Recipes Divorce Women Parentdish Green Post50 Weddings Style Best Halloween Costumes For Men And Women 0 Most Offensive Products In Retail 3 Canadian Model Coco Rocha Is Pregnant! 4 LOOK: Matthew McConaughey Wears 'Dazed And Confused' T-Shirt 1 Go to Style More in Style Beauty Fashion Celeb Style Entertaining and Etiquette Stylelist Canada Wedding Style Home Style You Might Also Like Style (U.S.) Weddings Stylelist Canada Entertainment Kris Jenner Opens Up About The Late Robert Kardashian 6 Blake Lively Is Pregnant! 30 Mariah Carey Proves She's Not Lip-Synching 42 Is This Where George Clooney And Amal Alamuddin Honeymooned? 7 Pregnant Kelly Rowland Poses Topless In Black And White Photo Shoot 2 Go to Entertainment You Might Also Like Music Celebrity TV Moviefone Arts The Glamorous History Of Pin-Up Like You've Never Seen It Before 3 1 Here Are A Bunch Of F*cking Delightful Artsy Cat Photos. You're Welcome. 3 This Is What It Really Looks Like To Be A Modern Day Nun 8 New Animation-Inspired Art Show Will Make You Yearn For Saturday Morning Cartoons 0 Go to Arts You Might Also Like Books Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Religion Alberta 20 Puppies Found Abandoned In Field 6 Anti-Abortion Postcard Targets Tory MP.. Again 26 Mystery 'GPO Girl' Turns Up In Calgary 0 Jim Prentice: Time A Critical Factor In Alberta Worker Shortage 12 Go to Alberta More in Alberta Alberta Politics Alberta Business Alison Redford Calgary Edmonton British Columbia B.C. Teen Killed By Train Was Wearing Headphones, Texting: RCMP 13 Anthem Singer's Fall Is Lesson In Showmanship 3 Pastafarian Loses B.C. Driver's Licence Over Holy Colander 0 Elderly Asian Women Attacked In Vancouver 0 Lawyers Of Convicted Surrey Six Gangsters Want Mistrial 3 Go to British Columbia More in British Columbia B.C. Politics B.C. Business Christy Clark Vancouver All Sections News Canada Politics Canada Business US Politics US Business World Media Sports Education Crime Weird News Good News Daily Finance Entertainment Entertainment Music TV Celebrity Comedy Arts Books Moviefone Life & Style Living Style Home Healthy Living Taste Weddings Travel Parents Divorce HuffPost 50 Marlo Thomas OWN Tech & Science Tech Science Green Techcrunch Engadget TUAW Joystiq Voices Impact Women Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Religion College Teen Local Quebec (French) Calgary Montreal Ottawa Toronto Vancouver Winnipeg Mapquest Patch.com Our Mobile Apps: iPhone iPad HuffPost Live iPad Android Phone Android Tablet British Columbia B.C. Politics B.C. Business Christy Clark Vancouver Anthem Singer's Fall Is Lesson In Showmanship 2014-10-05 23:32:54 45 Signs You're A Vancouver Canucks Fan 2014-10-04 00:27:49 B.C. Teen Killed By Train Was Wearing Headphones, Texting: RCMP 2014-10-07 02:49:46 Elderly Asian Women Attacked In Vancouver 2014-10-06 17:25:49 When It Comes to Jumbo Glacier Resort, All Questions Lead Back To Powerful Minister 2014-10-06 15:46:02 Aldergrove School Playground Condemned 2014-10-06 17:50:31 This Derelict Van 'Home' Costs $550/Month To Rent In B.C. 2014-10-03 16:05:46 LOOK: Stunning Scenes By B.C.'s October Photographer 2014-10-03 14:22:55 Vancouver Mom Who Killed Her 2 Babies Sentenced 2014-10-07 13:46:41 LOOK: Old Vancouver Bank's New Life 2014-10-03 17:52:32 Premier Denies Downplaying B.C. LNG Expectations 2014-10-06 20:57:52 Recognize This Photo? Here's The Story Behind It 2014-10-03 16:58:41 Lawyers Of Convicted Surrey Six Gangsters Want Mistrial 2014-10-06 18:59:52 Petronas Threatens To Delay B.C. LNG Project By A Decade 2014-10-06 14:02:15 Previous Story Next Story Pastafarian Loses B.C. Driver's Licence Over Religious Head Gear The Huffington Post B.C. Posted: 10/06/2014 8:10 pm EDT Updated: 10/07/2014 1:59 am EDT Share Tweet Email Comment tumblr reddit Obi Canuel has officially lost his driver’s license after the Insurance Corporation of British Columbia (ICBC) rejected a photo of him wearing a pasta strainer on his head. A Surrey man has officially lost his driver’s license after the Insurance Corporation of British Columbia (ICBC) rejected a photo of him wearing a pasta strainer on his head. Obi Canuel was told on Friday that ICBC would not allow him to drive beyond the end of the day unless he agreed to a photograph without the head gear, reports The Vancouver Sun. Canuel, 36, is an ordained minister in the Church of the Flying Spaghetti Monster. He wears a colander for religious observance and believes he should be allowed to wear his head piece in photos, but ICBC disagrees. “I was content to wait until they changed their mind and, in the meantime, they never hesitated to give me paper interim licenses,” Canuel told the Sun. “I have to work and this is inconvenient.” Canuel’s difficulties with ICBC began last fall. They took a photo of him wearing his colander, and issued a temporary licence. Canuel was told that his permanent one would be mailed, but it never was. Story continues below video: A spokesperson for ICBC said the interim licence was only issued to Canuel while it considered his appplication, according to CTV News. ICBC’s policy states that the company affirms “your rights to religious expression. You will not be asked to remove any headgear that does not interfere with facial recognition technology as long as it is worn in conjunction with religious practice, or is needed as a result of medical treatment.” But the company stands by its decision. "We will always try to accommodate customers with head coverings where their faith prohibits them from removing it. Mr. Canuel was not able to provide us with any evidence that he cannot remove his head covering for his photo," ICBC spokesman Adam Grossman said in a statement to the Sun. Canuel can no longer drive legally, but he says that can actually be a good thing. “I've been getting a lot of exercise. Noodles contain a lot of carbohydrates,” Canuel told CTV. “His noodliness would prefer if we not dwell on the negatives.” He told the outlet that he’ll continue to fight ICBC but won’t seek legal help just yet. The Church of the Flying Spaghetti Monster was founded in 2005 in the U.S. Its Pastafarian believers oppose the teaching of intelligent design and creationism in public schools. "We are not anti-religion, we are anti-crazy nonsense done in the name of religion," explains its website. Like Us On Facebook Follow Us On Twitter ALSO ON HUFFPOST: Close  Famous Religious Visions of   Brooklynite Robert Corso is hoping to earn the praises of foodies by creating a panini maker called the Grilled Cheesus. The device isn't on the market yet, but a $25,000 funding drive was the answer to his prayers, and the first set of appliances is currently being manufactured. People viewing this image claim to see an angel above the scene of the Aurora, CO movie theater shooting. Credit: Crystal Fuller John Canfield of Snohomish County, Wash., was on a crabbing trip with his family when he found a crab that looks, depending on your opinion, Jesus Christ or Osama Bin Laden. Erica Scheldt believes this stingray found near James Island, S.C., has the image of Jesus. Artist Rob Surette used 24,790 push pins to create this incredible pointillist portrait of Jesus. Tampa, Florida -- An Ybor City restaurant's name has taken on a new meaning after some say the image of the Virgin Mary appeared on one of its walls. The restaurant is Hamburger Mary's and the image first got attention over the weekend after some customers noted its appearance on a stainless steel plate on the wall near the kitchen. (WTSP.com) Dec. 29, 2011 - London, England, United Kingdom - A woman was left stunned when she hung out her laundry to dry and discovered the face of Jesus staring back at her from a crumpled sock. Sarah Crane, 38, was amazed when she went to collect her washing and realized she had the most holy pair of socks in Britain. She was so impressed by the clarity of the face they even built a shrine to the sock. (Paul Cunningham, Caters News / ZUMA) American tourist Sandra Clifford took a photo of this cliff allegedly showing an image of Jesus at the Cliffs of Moher in Ireland. Source: IrishCentral.com American tourist Sandra Clifford took a photo of this cliff allegedly showing an image of Jesus at the Cliffs of Moher in Ireland. Source: IrishCentral.com Jesus in Wal-Mart Receipt In this June 28, 2011 photo, a patch of kudzu grows on a utility pole, in Kinston, N.C. People in the area see a likeness to Jesus Christ on the cross. Kent Hardison runs Ma's Hot Dog stand nearby. He says he was getting ready to spray it with herbicide until he noticed the resemblance. (AP Photo/Daily Free Press, Charles Buchanan) The Shrine of Our Lady of Good Help in Champion, Wisconsin, is the only place in America that has an officially approved Virgin Mary sighting. The sighting occurred in 1859 when a Belgian woman named Adele Brice claimed the Virgin Mary appeared to her and asked her to teach religion to students. Ever since the sighting was approved in December, 2010, the tiny church has seen a massive increase in visitors. Roisin McCourt says Jesus' face appeared on one of her stained towels. The 31-year-old dance instructor discovered the discolored smudge after giving the towel a wash in her home in Coventry, England. Though Jesus' likeness might be hard to make out, McCourt believes it is a sign from God. An "image of Jesus" seen in dripped wax by worshippers at a church in Wiltshire, England has been removed by a cleaner. The face was first spotted by church warden Nicky Irwin at the parish church of Ogbourne St George at Easter. Michael Meredith swears the nearly 30-foot tall statue he built in his Springfield backyard isn't intended to be a representation of the Virgin Mary. But the pilgrims have come to his doorstep anyway. The image of the Virgin of Guadalupe on a surfboard is a popular attraction in Encinitas, Calif. was installed recently by disguised artists under a train bridge. Owners of Brisbane, Australia's Posh Pizza shop say that the face of Jesus mysteriously appeared in one of their three-cheese pizzas. Centuries after Leonardo painted "The Virgin of the Rocks," a British receptionist says she photographed "The Virgin on the Rocks" -- capturing an image of the mother of Jesus Christ on a cliff in England. Caroline Gray says she took this picture on rocks over a beach in Cornwall on Valentine's Day. You've heard of the Jesus fish, but what about the Jesus Fish Stick? The folks at comedy website Cracked have compiled a list of some of the tastiest sacred sightings. Is this a patch of peeling paint on an old wooden rocking chair, or is it the face of Jesus Christ? A couple in Orange County, Calif., say a seat in their backyard contains a striking image of Jesus Compare this Solis family picture of tortilla with the image of Virgin Mary and Baby Jesus, left, with a Byzantine image of the Virgin Mary, right Diners at the India Dining restaurant in Esher, Surrey, England, had a religious experience after spotting what appears to be the face of Jesus -- on naan bread. His facial features, complete with beard and flowing hair, are plainly visible in the blackened patches. There is still debate whether the image truly represents the Son of Man, or if it actually shows comedian Billy Connolly. John Keohane, manager of the Seanchai Irish Tavern in Warrnambool, Victoria, Australia, looks at an image of Jesus Christ that has appeared in the painted facade of the pub Did the folks at Google Earth Street View capture an image of God and Jesus appearing in the clouds over a lake in Quarten, Switzerland -- or is that bird poop on the camera lens? At this point, the answer isn't clear. Laszlo Csrefko spent a fortune renovating a bathroom at the family home in Bekasmegyer, Budapest, with a new bath, shower and tiles. But after taking her first shower, horrified wife Andrea, 47, fled from the bathroom when she spotted the horned head of the devil in one of the tiles Thanks to the new Jesus Toaster, you can have the body of Christ with your daily bread. A Hathaway man recently came across a utility pole with a powerful image. Rickey Navarre did a double take of the pole while driving along Highway 26 and said he sees what appears to be Jesus Christ hanging on the cross. A Massachusetts woman said she saw this image of Jesus Christ on the bottom of her iron on Nov. 27. Mary Jo Coady, who had recently separated from her husband and suffered economic hardship, said the image has reassured her that "life is going to be good." A British man cooking bacon in March found this in his frying pan. Toby Elles of Lancaster, England, thought it resembled Jesus. Jim Stevens stands next to his truck that has an image on the window resembling Jesus Christ. Stevens, of Jonesborough, Tenn., said Nov. 2 that the image keeps reappearing, but he doesn't know how or why. A 36-year-old British mother said she knew exactly what she was looking at when she opened up a jar of Marmite and saw this image on the lid. "Immediately I thought, 'That's Jesus,'" Claire Allen of South Wales told London's Daily Mail in May. A mark resembling an outline of the Virgin Mary appears on a griddle at the Las Palmas restaurant in Calexico, Calif., in April. Manager Brenda Martinez said that more than 100 people had come to see the likeness, which first appeared when the griddle was being cleaned April 22. Hundreds of believers and curious spectators ventured to Mercy Medical Center in Springfield, Mass., on Sept. 30, 2008, for a glimpse of what some said looked like an image of the Virgin Mary in a window. In August 2006, workers at Bodega Chocolates discovered a two-inch column of chocolate drippings under a vat that some think looks like the Virgin Mary Thomas Haley said in February 2006 that he saw the face of Jesus in this piece of sheet metal from Hardy's Hardware in Manchester, Conn. He worked at the hardware store. A Pittsburgh man cut this water-stained piece of plaster from his bathroom wall in June 2005. He said he could see the face of Jesus in the stain. A divine dumpling? Donna Lee said she saw the face of Jesus in this pierogi, a kind of Polish dumpling, she made for Easter dinner in 2005 at her home in Point Place, a suburb of Toledo, Ohio. Rather than eat the inspirational treat, she kept it in her freezer. Crowds gathered around what many thought was an image of the Virgin Mary on the wall of a Chicago underpass in 2005. In April 2005, an Australian man said he saw the image of Jesus Christ in this frying pan after he burned lemon mustard cream sauce in it. A deacon at a Sacramento church said red stains running from the left eye of a statue of Mary reappeared after they were wiped away in 2004. This grilled cheese bearing what some say is the likeness of the Virgin Mary sold for $28,000 on eBay in 2004. Visitors believed they saw a white apparition of Mary in a third floor window at a hospital in Milton, Mass., in 2003  Share  Tweet  ✖ Advertisement Share this ✖ close Current Slide More: Pastagarian Obi Canuel Obi Canuel Icbc Icbc Pastafarian Drivers Licence Pastafarian Denied Drivers Licence Pastafarian Loses Drivers Licence Church of the Flying Spaghetti Monster Obi Canuel Drivers Licence Obi Canuel Loses Drivers Licence Obi Canuel Denied Drivers Licence Pastafarian Icbc Video Suggest a correction Around the Web Vancouver Pastafarian boiling mad over ICBC photo flap (with video) BC 'Pastafarian' loses driver's licence over holy colander hat Pastafarian's ICBC woes come to a head   Click here to view Conversations Conversations Most Popular B.C. Teen Killed By Train Was Wearing Headphones, Texting: RCMP Facebook Anthem Singer's Fall Is Lesson In Showmanship YouTube Pastafarian Loses B.C. Driver's Licence Over Holy Colander YouTube LOOK: Stunning Scenes By B.C.'s October Photographer David Chang Photography Elderly Asian Women Attacked In Vancouver Nastco via Getty Images Lawyers Of Convicted Surrey Six Gangsters Want Mistrial Darryl Dyck/CP LOOK: Old Vancouver Bank's New Life Jason Statler When It Comes to Jumbo Glacier Resort, All Questions Lead Back To Powerful Minister Caillum Smith | Flickr This Derelict Van 'Home' Costs $550/Month To Rent In B.C. Bill Everitt Petronas Threatens To Delay B.C. LNG Project By A Decade MyLoupe/UIG via Getty Images Aldergrove School Playground Condemned North Otter Elementary Facebook 45 Signs You're A Vancouver Canucks Fan Getty Images Intruder Dies After Being Caught By Homeowner, Neighbour Shutterstock / sculpies Recognize This Photo? Here's The Story Behind It Claude P. Dettloff/CP/National Archives of Canada Vancouver Mom Who Killed Her 2 Babies Sentenced CityTV YouTube Stanley Park Pedestrian Dies After Crash With Cyclist Getty Premier Denies Downplaying B.C. LNG Expectations Jonathan Hayward/CP Vancouver Mayor Focuses On Pipelines For Re-Election Campaign Vision Vancouver Facebook Vancouver Is The Reason Alyssa Milano Quit TV Show Paul Archuleta via Getty Images City Of Vancouver Taking Arbutus Corridor Fight To Court Darryl Dyck/The Canadian Press FOLLOW HUFFPOST Email Email Address Options HuffPost Daily Brief British Columbia Get top stories and blog posts emailed to me each day.. Facebook HuffPost British Columbia Twitter HuffPost Follow British Columbia Follow Google Plus HuffPost British Columbia RSS The Huffington Post British Columbia All RSS / Feeds Phone Available on the App Store Android App on Google Play Get it at Blackberry App World Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search advertise log in make HuffPost your home page RSS careers FAQ user agreement privacy policy comment policy about us about our ads contact us Copyright ©2014 TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. "The Huffington Post" is a registered trademark of TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. All rights reserved. Part of HPMG News Use this form to alert a HuffPost editor about a factual or typographical error in this story. Notify message * Required * * * What kind of error is this? Choose an option Factual or typographical Comment moderation problem Rights and permissions Other * What is the correction? 0 count Describe the error here (1,000 character limit) * Type the words below so we know you are not a cyborg Sign me up for The Huffington Post's Daily Brief Thank you!)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9934,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2002 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 2, Nov./Dec. 2002 Salary Indemnity Fund vanishing surplus If you have an investment portfolio, you’ll appreciate the plight of the Salary Indemnity Fund. The 1990s were very good to our fund. The bull market, combined with our funding formula, resulted in a fund balance that grew steadily every year. The fund balance was $94 million in January 2000. Because of that, the Income Security Committee recommended to the 2000 AGM that the Salary Indemnity Plan fee should be reduced from 1.3% of salary to 1.2% for the 2000–01 school year; there it has remained. The committee knew the fee allocation was insufficient to fund the plan, but, as the balance was large, we felt that we were in a good position to reduce the members’ fees, as well as manage the demographic bulge that increased claims. Then, three things happened. First, the bottom fell out of the IT industry. What began with a run on Nortel swept the industry. By June 30, 2001, our fund balance was $84 million. Then, September 11, and finally, the little confidence that remained in the markets was eliminated by the Enron and WorldCom scandals. The SIP fund balance, as at June 30, 2002, was an estimated $45 million. The actuary tells us that it’s imperative that the Salary Indemnity Plan maintain a minimum balance of $25 million. That amount provides three things: Protection against market fluctuations. Provision of benefits for the increased number of claimants in an aging work-force. Funding for the Teacher Rehabilitation Program. The good news, according to the new Salary Indemnity Fund actuary, Harry Satanove, is that we have the "luxury" of several months before B.C. teachers have to make some hard decisions. The plan is fully funded for the coming year. But, what then? Realistically, we have two options: we can increase fees, or we can reduce benefits to disabled teachers. The 2003 AGM will make the decisions. Watch for more on this issue in Teacher newsagazine over the coming winter. – Patti McLaughlin Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/OpportunitiesForMembers.aspx?id=5496,BCTF > Cover letter guidelines for new teachers  	Opportunities for BCTF Members  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers Aboriginal Education  Bargaining & Collective Agreements  Français  Health & Safety  New Teachers  Opportunities for Members  Pensions Professional Development  Professional Rights & Responsibility  Provincial Specialist Associations  Salary & Benefits  Teachers Teaching On Call  Teaching Resources  For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Opportunities for Members > Job Search Cover Letter Guidelines for New Teachers The cover letter is your first chance to make a great impression. It introduces you to the employer, highlights your skills and experience as they relate to a specific position, and helps facilitate a personal interview. The cover letter should be personalized to the organization. A personalized cover letter lets the employer know why you want to work specifically for their organization. Showing your knowledge of the organization and/or its policies or programs is evidence that you are serious about your job search. A "cookie cutter" cover letter makes you blend in with all the other candidates. Purpose of the cover letter Entice the employer to consider you among hundreds of other applicants. Answer the employer’s question: Why should I hire this person? Format of the cover letter a polite, concise, formal, business document 1 page, 4 or 5 paragraphs in length Application (in response to a specific advertised position) Inquiry (to advise of your availability when no specific job has been advertised) Cover letter presentation tips Do  Do not  Use active voice (I presented…) Overuse "I" Use action verbs Use contractions Keep it short and simple Use correction fluid Be persuasive Handwrite corrections Ensure letter is neat, clean and error free Misrepresent yourself Employ a polite, formal style Overstate your skills and experience Be positive and business-like Provide negative information Be honest Fax your cover letter and résumé unless requested to do so by the employer If sending by mail, print the cover letter and résumé on good quality paper Email your cover letter and résumé unless requested not to do so by the employer. Contents of the cover letter Application (advertised position)  Inquiry (no advertised position)  Address the cover letter to a specific individual. Address the cover letter to a specific individual. Who are you and what do you want?  Opening paragraph: 2-3 sentences Indicate the position that is of interest to you (include reference information provided in the advertisement). State why you are interested in working for this employer (personalization).   Who are you and what do you want?  Opening paragraph: 2-3 sentences Indicate the kind of employment you are seeking. State why you are interested in working for this employer (personalization).   What makes you different?  Body paragraph(s): 3-5 sentences Emphasize the match between your skills and experience and those required by the employer (as stated in the advertisement). Tell the employer how you meet their needs.   What makes you different?  Body paragraph(s): 3-5 sentences Provide a general overview of your background. Show a match between your skills and experience and those required for the type of position that interests you.   How will you proceed?  Closing paragraph: 2-3 sentences Request a personal interview. Provide home, work, e-mail and/or cell phone number where you can be reached. Advise when you will follow-up by phone and then do it! Thank the employer for considering your application.   How will you proceed?  Closing paragraph: 2-3 sentences State that you look forward to discussing employment opportunities with the employer. Advise date and time when the employer can call you. Provide home, work, e-mail and/or cell phone number where you can be reached. Thank the employer for considering your application.   Use a standard closing such as Sincerely. Use a standard closing such as Sincerely. Signature: Do not forget to sign the letter. Signature: Do not forget to sign the letter. Sample cover letter Your Name    Apartment number Street address City, province postal code Home: 604-123-4567 Fax: 604-890-1234 Office: 604-567-8900 Personal email address Date Name of personnel officer (spell the name correctly) Title of personnel officer School district Street address City, province, postal code Dear Mr. or Ms. Last Name: Opening paragraph: Identify the job for which you are applying. Refer to the advertisement. If a personal contact within the school district told you about the position, mention the person by name. If you are inquiring about possible openings, state the type of position you are seeking. Indicate why you are applying to this school district.   Body paragraph(s): Emphasize the match between your skills and experience and those required by the employer. Refer to the advertisement if there is one. Tell the employer why you should be called-in for a personal interview.   Closing paragraph: Request an interview for the advertised position or state that you look forward to discussing possible openings. Make it easy for the employer to contact you. Thank the employer for considering your application.   Sincerely, Your signature Your name typed Enclosure (attach your résumé) About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Touring a natural gas drilling rig with @MLA Mike Bernier, and Brian from EnCana http://t.co/AifdJ4H07b" @Teresa_Wat - 06:01pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=21538,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > September 2010   Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 23, Number 1, September 2010     A hard day’s night  By Charlie Naylor and Margaret White  So how’s your worklife? That’s what BCTF Research asked teachers across the province in a major study of teachers’ work in BC’s public schools. A random sample of teachers received a BCTF survey, with over 500 teachers from most school districts sharing their views on the joys and stresses of teaching in 2009. Topics covered in the survey included:: teachers’ experiences and perspectives on their own education and professional development workload issues how teachers spent their summer break satisfaction and stress in teaching changes in stress, workload, and job satisfaction, and sources of work-related stress teachers’ perceptions of the effects of stress inclusive education the most important areas for BCTF focus to improve teachers’ working and learning conditions. After extensive analyses of data, a series of reports is now being published by BCTF Research on the above areas. In a change of direction from previous surveys, we asked what gave teachers satisfaction in their work. The answer? It’s the students, of course. Or words to that effect. “I still get tremendous satisfaction working with the kids. I love when I get to experience their ‘ah-ha’ moments. I still get tingling in my knees when they hit all the right notes with their recorders, or their voices come together in harmony. I love when my Grade 7s feel inspired and get involved in great discussions.” “I love working with my students and can’t imagine doing anything else, even though it is a very challenging job. I love knowing that I have made a difference in my students’ lives and helped them to view themselves as capable and successful individuals.” However, when it came to stress, teachers suggested it was the combination of several different factors that caused the most severe stress. “When you try to break down the elements of stress in the profession of teaching it actually does a disservice to teachers. It’s not the individual items that cause stress; it’s the combination of things that actually causes stress. When we have our most stressful times, during report-card preparation, we also have all the other items to contend with at the same time. We can’t put the kids on automatic and the meetings don’t stop; there’s still marking and planning; we still need to deal with behaviour issues and call parents; we still have the administration to deal with and the very real problems of kids not getting what they need at school and at home. This is when our stress levels are at their highest.” And when we asked teachers about possible stress-related factors, the four most significant sources of stress related to student needs in the classroom—students’ disruptive behaviour, class- composition issues, lack of support for non-designated “grey area” students, and the unmet needs of students. The fifth most stressful factor for teachers is the attitude of the provincial government. While teachers took an average of 5.7 weeks off during the 2008–09 summer break, they also spent time on school-related activities with most doing classroom preparation at the start and end of the school year. About half read school-related books and educational journals. Younger teachers took a shorter summer break than older teachers, some working in paid employment. “I work full-time during the summer since my student loan payments are huge. I do not earn enough money during the school year to live in July and August.” Teachers told us that summer break is also a time to recuperate from the hectic demands of the school year, attend to personal responsibilities put on hold, and care for dependent or ill family members. “Does this mean relaxation time? Much of my summer is used to get things in order at home, which get put on the back burner during the school year.” Long hours at work were the norm, with an average work week of almost 48 hours, and 10% of respondents working more than 60 hours a week. Substantial time was spent in preparation, meetings, and marking, with teachers increasingly spending time on administrative tasks. “It varies. It goes from crazy to insane. I’m at every meeting for every student and I type and distribute minutes. I rarely have a day where there is not a meeting after school or an IEP to write. I wish my energy could go into prepping lessons that help children!” Many teachers found it hard to turn off their thinking about work at the end of the day, while about a third of respondents found that job pressures interfered with family or personal life. Teachers said: “The hours are difficult to calculate. I arrive at school and power through most days until 5:00 p.m. with few recess or lunch breaks. Coaching eliminates prep time and we all give up time at recess. I am drained when I come home to my own two young kids. If I could afford to stay home I would; the job takes its toll on my emotional and physical health.” “Being a new teacher, I spend much of my time with preparation and marking. It is overwhelming at times as I still haven’t found a balance between work and play. I love what I do and wouldn’t want to do anything else. However, I struggle with balance.” The research also indicates that, in the view of respondents, learning and working conditions have worsened compared to five years ago. Increased stress and workload appear to be reducing job satisfaction, which in turn are motivating teachers to consider leaving the profession. Increasing workload and stress not only have considerable implications for students in the classroom and for teachers’ quality of worklife, but will likely have an impact on teacher retention in future years. One in five teachers said they are considering leaving the profession for reasons other than retirement, with teachers who are mid-career being the most likely to do so. The reasons for leaving teaching include increased workload, stress and burnout, health conditions aggravated by stress, lack of encouragement, job insecurity, and dissatisfaction with the provincial government. “I feel that I cannot keep up, physically, with the demands of parents and administrators when the needs of students continue to grow, but support and resources continue to diminish.” “Not enough time for my personal life. Always carrying the stress of school around, 24 hours a day. Seeing that there are many other occupations where people work 40 hours/week, not 60–70…” The survey results suggest that the most important areas for BCTF to focus on to improve working and learning conditions are improving support for special education, providing more time for planning and preparation, reducing class size, improving salary and benefits. BCTF Research thanks the hundreds of teachers who shared experiences and perspectives to tell the stories of their work in BC’s schools. The full reports will be posted on the BCTF website during the fall. Charlie Naylor and Margaret White are researchers in the BCTF’s Research and Technology Division.  Ten most stressful factors for teachers Per cent of teachers who rated the source of stress as “high” or “very high” (out of 47 sources of stress) Students with disruptive behaviour         68.7% Class composition issues         67.6% Non-designated, “grey area” students         64.2% Unmet needs of students         61.6% The provincial government         58.4% Inclusion, students with special needs         52.3% Preparing report cards (non-BCeSIS)         51.5% Preparing report cards (BCeSIS)         51.0% Foundation skills assessment (FSA)         50.4% Size of class(es)         49.4%     Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7730,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 4, January/February 2005 EI president visits B.C. The new president of Education International (EI), Thulas Nxesi, thanked Canadians for the role they played in ending apartheid in South Africa when he spoke at the opening of the BCTF leadership institute in November. He thanked the BCTF, in particular, for its support in the development of his union, SADTU. Nxesi was elected head of Education International at its Congress in July, in Brazil. Nxesi also spoke about what is happening to teachers around the world: "Whether you are a teacher in South Africa, Canada, or Asia, the issues are the same. The conditions may be different, but the issues are the same: cuts in social spending, increases in class sizes, and casualization of teaching jobs. These actions of right-wing governments have set back global progressive forces." He complimented the BCTF on joining the B.C. Federation of Labour and the recognition that we are all workers and must be acting together. Dividing progressive forces ensures loss, he said. He urged the BCTF to continue the tradition of international solidarity it demonstrated in working with his colleagues in South Africa. – Larry Kuehn Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=23290,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 23, Number 7, May/June 2011 Building effective justice systems in Ethiopia By Robyn Trask When people ask about the project that I work on in Ethiopia, the most commonly understood explanation is “CSI—Ethiopia.” Of course, the project is actually much more than that, but the first phase of the project does involve crime scene examination training for Ethiopian police and prosecutors. The Justice Education Society of British Columbia (JES) is currently implementing a Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA) funded project “Building Effective Justice Systems” in Ethiopia, Guatemala, El Salvador, and Honduras. The Central America component of the project is well established and has had great success. The Ethiopia component is at an earlier stage of its development, but is steadily moving forward, with the first training of Ethiopian police and prosecutors scheduled to take place in late May 2011. JES is a non-profit organization that was established more than 20 years ago as the Law Courts Education Society. JES creates programs and resources that improve access to BC’s justice system. To date, JES has produced over 50 legal publications, 28 websites, more than 50 instructional videos, and has introduced over one million British Columbians to their province’s justice system. While most of JES’s work is in Canada, it is also a leader in justice reform programs abroad and has been involved in projects related to good governance and institution building in Central America, Mexico, Asia, and Africa. The goal of the JES project in Ethiopia is to develop the capacity of the Ethiopian police, prosecutors, and judges to respond to crimes of violence against women. The project includes training in crime scene investigation skills and major case management skills for police and prosecutors, and oral trial skills for prosecutors and the judiciary. Some of these skills are transferable between different types of investigations and prosecutions and some are more specific to addressing crimes of violence against women. Through training in skills such as interviewing vulnerable victims and conducting risk assessments for women victims of violence, JES hopes to see a measurable improvement in the justice system response to addressing crimes of violence against women. Violence against women in Ethiopia has received increasing attention since the publication of a World Health Organization report in 2005 that found that in one region in the country, 71% of women surveyed had experienced physical or sexual violence by an intimate partner over their lifetime. The JES needs assessment found that there is often no collection of physical evidence with regard to various types of crimes in Ethiopia, including crimes of violence against women. The last few years have been a time of change for non-governmental organizations (NGOs) working in Ethiopia. New legislation imposing restrictions on the amount of foreign funding local NGOs may receive if they work in the areas of justice reform, human rights, gender, and children’s rights has made it challenging for some local organizations to meet their mandates. In addition, the Business Plan Re-engineering (BPR) undertaken by all government ministries has implemented considerable changes in the responsibilities and working relationships of many members of these ministries, including police and prosecutors. Under the BPR, police and prosecutors are working together in new and different ways. In some regions, prosecutors are attending crime scenes with police and assisting with the preparation of reports that were previously completed exclusively by police. With the introduction of the BPR, the government’s goal is to improve the efficiency and integrity of the justice system, but these new roles have produced some challenges. For example, the law school curriculum does not include crime scene examination training, and prosecutors who are now attending crime scenes do not have training in this area. During this time of change, JES has travelled to Ethiopia to establish a working relationship in the country and conduct a needs assessment with police and prosecutors. JES has now established a partnership with a local organization that has authorization to work in the areas identified in the new legislation. Over the next 10 months, with the assistance of our local partner organization and Canadian police instructors, JES will deliver three crime scene examination training sessions to police and prosecutors in Ethiopia. The training will utilize a train-the-trainer (TOT) model. The first training will be delivered to Ethiopian police and prosecutors by Canadian police officers. These trainees will then deliver the subsequent trainings with the assistance of the Canadian police officers (who can provide coaching and mentoring as needed). Through this approach, local capacity will be strengthened and the Ethiopian trainers will be able to deliver this training in subsequent years through their respective ministries. Once the crime scene examination training is completed in 2011, JES will implement the major case management and oral trial skills components of the project. All three phases of the project also involve follow-up by Canadian experts to ensure that practices are being implemented on the ground and any outstanding questions by trainees are addressed. While the totality of this project is much more than “CSI—Ethiopia,” in my view it is certainly as interesting and complex as the picture brought to mind by such a title. I look forward to reporting on the subsequent stages of the project as it is implemented. You can learn more about JES and find classroom learning resources at: www.justiceeducation.ca Robyn Trask is legal counsel with the BCTF and works as an Ethiopia project consultant with the JES during her vacation. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=33064,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2014 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 26, Number 6, May/June 2014   Music has always been part of my life  By James Sanyshyn   My mom was a singer. My Dad is an amateur fiddler and mandolin player. My little brother is an old-time fiddler of national renown. I was first a boy soprano, then baritone, a church and community chorister, a saxophonist, oboist, bassoonist , and a military musician. I completed my Bachelor of Music and Music Education degrees at UBC and my Master of Arts in music education at McGill. I am not sharing this to brag with you. I tell you my story so you can understand the importance of visual and performing arts in our public education system and how it keeps our students safe, engaged, motivated and grounded, and how cuts to these programs will harm student success. I was not a particularly happy or motivated child. My successes came as a result of finding my passion—music. Being able to self-motivate through music helped me build self-esteem and self-worth. My grades went from C’s and B’s to B’s and mostly A’s. I had a safe and successful venue for self-expression. This is what arts education gives our students—an experience of success. At the time of writing, Vancouver School Board was considering dropping its elementary band and strings programs. The Burnaby Board of Education was considering cutting bus support and reducing visual and performing arts performances to bi-annual events and reducing elementary music teacher positions. Trustees do support the arts but out of a need to balance their budgets because of provincial government underfunding, they are challenged to find targeted savings. This is the same government that spends $1,000 less per child on public education than the national average. By making such cuts, we will remove the ability to meet prescribed learning outcomes from our visual performing arts curriculum and magical field trips for our students. I would not have become a music teacher without attending such events in my elementary and secondary years. The positive impact on student retention and graduation rates linked to participation in the arts far exceeds the relative cost savings government hopes to realize. I and other music teachers in these two districts will be speaking out loudly against these proposed cuts. I hope parents, students, and other staff join in the chorus of opposition. James Sanyshyn, President, Burnaby Teachers’ Association and newly elected BCTF Executive Member-at-Large  Visit the BC Music Educators’ Association website: http://bctf.ca/bcmea     Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13190,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 1999 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 11, Number 7, May/June 1999 Harassment vs. negative behaviour: What’s the difference? by Garry Litke The language of the collective agreement gives BCTF members the right to a workplace free from harassment or sexual harassment. It is the employer’s responsibility to provide that security. As of January 1999, 61 harassment complaints have been lodged since the negotiation of this language. Harassment was found to have occurred in only 21 of those instances. Where harassment was found, the respondents were other members (eight cases), administrators (six cases), parents (three cases), students (two cases) and other union employees (two cases). Why do only one-third of the complaints result in findings of harassment? There are a number of reasons, including concerns about the qualifications of the investigator. But some harassment complaints are filed by teachers who misunderstand the nature of harassment and the serious intent of the language. While all harassment is negative behaviour, not all negative behaviour is harassment. Take the following quiz to see if you understand the difference between workplace conflict and harassment. Is this harassment? Read the following scenarios, and after studying the harassment language in the collective agreement, try to determine whether harassment has or has not taken place. Mr. Perry Noid arrives at work to find a notice of investigation in his mailbox. It alleges that he used inappropriate language in the classroom, and it is signed by the administrative officer, S. Holmes. This is the third investigation in a month. Mr. Noid charges Mr. Holmes with harassment. YES   ____   NO   ____ May B. Ethical employs an “unconventional” teaching style that is sometimes the subject of staffroom comments. When a male colleague complains to her for the third time about the noise level in her classroom, a heated discussion ensues that leaves her feeling angry and embarrassed. The next day, she charges him with harassment. YES   ____   NO   ____ Sam Speaker is a staff representative who is called into the AO’s office during his preparation period. The door is closed, and within minutes, teachers in the outer office hear shouting, with words like “uncooperative attitude,” “troublemaker,” and “damned grievances” being used by the administrative officer. Sam tells colleagues that this is not the first time this has happened. The next day, the AO walks into the staff room and announces with a big smile that since Sam has been recently transferred to the staff, he is up for a cycle of evaluation. Sam files an harassment complaint. YES   ____   NO   ____ Mr. Ray Placer is a teacher on call who has been in the district for three years and has applied for vacancies whenever he is qualified. Recently, he applied again and was not short listed. He feels “demeaned, belittled, and humiliated” (words from the definition of  harassment in the collective agreement), so he charges the personnel director with harassment. YES   ____   NO   ____ Ms. I. Victim is beginning to feel uncomfortable about entering the teachers’ workroom, because a male colleague seems to “find” her there. He makes comments about her body and dress, and often calls her “Darlin’” or “Honey.” She has asked him to stop, and he has replied, “Anything for you,” but the behaviour hasn’t stopped. She goes to see the AO to file a harassment complaint. The next day, she receives a letter from her colleague saying he intends to charge her with a violation of the BCTF Code of Ethics. YES   ____   NO   ____ Suggested answers to harassment quiz This is not necessarily harassment. Although administrators may, in some instances, screen complaints to avoid trivializing the process, in most instances they are required to investigate and must follow the rules of notice and due process. This may not be harassment if the criticism is directed to Ms. Ethical in private on a one-to-one basis. The other staff members who have been inappropriately critical of her should be aware of Clause 5 of the BCTF Code of Ethics. These facts should generate a grievance alleging discrimination for union activities. It may even be a violation of the Labor Code. The staff rep is not functioning as an employee in this meeting, but as a union rep, and as such is equal to the AO. The behaviour involves more than a workplace disagreement. Everyone has the right to be treated with respect, and it is inappropriate for anyone to use the authority of his/her position to try to intimidate anyone else. If there is reason to believe that Placer has been discriminated against, there may be cause for a grievance, but this is probably not harassment. In many districts, there is considerable competition for vacancies, and when applicants do not get short listed, they may take it personally. But it is difficult to assert that the action of a personnel administrator in making these decisions is intended to belittle a particular individual. Harassment. There is zero tolerance for such behaviour in the workplace, and it must stop! That is why it is so important that we maintain the integrity of the harassment language and resist using it as a weapon in workplace conflict. Harassment complaints must be taken seriously so that a serious problem can be dealt with. (In this scenario, the respondant’s threat to file an ethics complaint is a red herring. Although Step 1 of the harassment process encourages face-to-face resolution if the parties are comfortable with that approach, it is not mandatory. A complaint may be filed directly with the superintendent.) All harassment is negative behaviour, but not all negative behaviour is harassment. The definition of  harassment and the process for you to follow is in your local collective agreement. Contact your staff representative or your local union office for copies of the language. Garry Litke is an assistant director in the BCTF’s Bargaining Division. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12126&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2001 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 13, Number 7, May/June 2001 Become partners in classroom research by Colleen Tsoukalas As a teacher action research group at Simon Fraser University, we bring our interests, dilemmas, burning questions, and experience, and then we discuss, debate, and reflect on classroom practices that can make a difference. The Graphic Organizer presented here is a snapshot of the who, what, when, where, why, and how of our research. Together we filled in the information and negotiated the writing of the group report. Completed, this graphic organizer shows our accomplishments individually and collectively: the sequence, processes, and products of two years of effort. As teacher researchers, we look beyond individual practices. We look outside our own classrooms to other schools, districts, provinces, and countries. We see how our practices affect students’ access to learning opportunities and resources, human and material. We examine assigned roles and labels (for example, the labels ESL student, gifted student, LAC student, behaviourally disordered student, leader) and how access to a variety of roles can be easy for some and difficult for others. We examine the roles and practices of those who describe the behaviours and assign the labels. We consider how labels can last forever, without review or reconsideration. We use video and audio tapes to see and hear teacher and student language that empowers or isolates, includes or excludes. As we research, we are being researched on ways in which we, as teachers, learn, teach, and take on multiple roles (student, teacher, researcher, mentor, colleague); and on the ways we are being analyzed and communicate (to support, interject, suggest, agree, disagree, summarize, question, reflect). Are we teaching our students the language of discourse, and are we providing time, models, and support to practice? Are our classrooms organized so that students have equal opportunities to work co-operatively–to exchange ideas and talk? How are the students grouped? What is the teacher’s role? Facilitator? Director? Who is the teacher’s audience? Who are conversational partners? What do student and teacher responses look like? Our work in classrooms is audio- and videotaped, and we can readily see the language demands of these tasks and the collaborative work needed to meet our objectives. We become more confident through the group support. Our individual research projects are enhanced through the group’s feedback. Research projects completed to date are about classroom relationships: student to student, students in groups, students as a class, students and the teacher, students and parents, parents and teacher. Here are two examples of suggestions that have helped: In a project investigating teacher/resource teacher collaboration, an additional component was suggested: to seek students’ opinions about having two teachers in the classroom. Students were asked to respond in a class journal so that the project included three perspectives instead of two. In a project about increasing parent involvement, the suggestion was made to add dual-language materials to the reading collection to enable non-English-speaking parents to be reading partners, too. The teacher action research group provides support and encouragement to reflect on our teaching practices, to make time to observe our students’ learning and interactive strategies, to evaluate process and product, to apply a multidisciplinary team approach to problem solving, and to present our research in practical, interactive formats to a variety of audiences, including student teachers, researchers, and colleagues. We continue to meet once a week for two hours after school, and we have had some release time to prepare conference presentations. For further information about the initial research project that led to the formation of this group, see Dr. Kelleen Toohey’s book, Learning English at School: Identity, Social Relationships, and Classroom Practice, 2000, (Multilingual Matters). Through Toohey’s leadership, we work together. As a result, we all speak from desirable and powerful identity positions, have "access to the expertise of (our) peers" (p. 197) and can be creative and "play" with new ideas. These are ideal conditions in which to learn; we have interest, purpose, audience, and expertise–great resources! Colleen Tsoukalas is a TOC in Vancouver. Teacher Action Research Group members are Corey Denos, Linda Hof, Rumi Ilieva, Suzanne Rowbotham, Susie Sandhu, Joanne Thompson, Kelleen Toohey, Colleen Tsoukalas, and Bonnie Waterstone.)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2011/12/teachers-read-message-to-george-abbott.html?showComment=1322893182339,Staffroom Confidential: Teachers read message to George Abbott Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Friday, December 2, 2011 Teachers read message to George Abbott Minister of Education George Abbott has been touring the province visiting schools. This is a good thing. I remember in 2005 a Victoria teacher running into then Education Minister Shirley Bond and asking when she had last visited a classroom, to which she answered it was when she was in school herself! I hope that Mr. Abbott is listening to teachers' messages. I know during his visit at Central Middle School, teachers questioned him about the net zero mandate, services for students with special needs, and class size - issues that are important to teachers and that we feel are critical to maintaining our excellent public education system. This week, at a visit to Caulfeild Elementary in West Vancouver, teachers read the following message to Mr. Abbott: "The teachers of Caulfeild would like you to know that we are disappointed and disheartened by the government’s recent attacks on B.C. public school teachers.  By the very nature of what we do, we are caring, diligent, progressive and conscientious people who, in the face of the negative tone of the Ministry’s Education Plan, continue to work for the betterment of B.C. children and public education. Why does this government continue to strip the “profession” from teaching? The “Professional Teaching Act” is now the “Teaching Act”. The backwards movement at the Provincial bargaining table attempts to strip our contract to the point that government officials and Administrators dictate our professional development and negate any autonomy in the classroom. The message this sends is simply that we cannot be trusted to conduct ourselves as professionals and do not deserve to be treated as such. We believe that BCPSEA’s application to take back 15% of our salary and benefits for work “not done” is insulting.  We at Caulfeild have never put in more hours of our own time, after school, in the evenings and on weekends.  We are dedicated professionals who have worked above and beyond to implement our iDEC program. We don’t like to say no. We want to be successful. We are highly trained and passionate teachers who continue to teach, assess and inform parents of student progress in the usual manner.   How are B.C. teachers supposed to make ends meet with yet another zero salary increase? Perhaps rather than coaching or sponsoring teams and clubs on our personal time, we should re-claim those hours for ourselves and our families and perhaps tutor and subsidize our incomes by an extra $400 a week. Many teachers  have a second job to make ends meet. Where is the incentive for us to continue professional development when we aren’t considered professionals? Why does the government ignore the Supreme Court’s ruling on Bills 27 and 28? How does cutting funding for teacher-librarians support a need for increased literacy? Why are West Van parent volunteers expected to pick up the slack?  What are the less fortunate districts supposed to do?  This district, despite the successes you will see today, is underfunded by the government.  Fee-paying international students help make up much of your government’s shortfall.  Without them, much of what you see today would not be possible.  Our PAC’s also raise money to make up for your government’s lack of funding.  Radical change is not what we need now.  We need stability and proper funding. " Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 9:07 AM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 12 comments: UnknownDecember 2, 2011 at 5:02 PM To which he replied...?ReplyDelete AnonymousDecember 2, 2011 at 5:32 PM Thanks to the teachers of Caulfeild for taking a stand.ReplyDelete AnonymousDecember 2, 2011 at 6:01 PM As Shirley Bond was on the Prince George School Board and an active parent volunteer, I find it difficult to believe that she had last visited a classroom when she was in school herself. Perhaps this start to the blog post is influencing my reaction to the rest of the post. However, stating to the Minister that "[by] the very nature of what we do, we are caring, diligent, progressive and conscientious people", does seem to lead to the next part of that sentence being "and you're not". Would it be possible to phrase this message to the Minister in a more professional manner, one that is less adversarial?ReplyDelete AnonymousDecember 2, 2011 at 6:36 PM "[by] the very nature of what we do, we are caring, diligent, progressive and conscientious people", does seem to lead to the next part of that sentence being "and you're not". Which is completely true. I don't find the letter adversarial, I find it completely honest.ReplyDelete AnonymousDecember 2, 2011 at 10:19 PM I didn't find the letter unprofessional in the slightest,nor did I feel that the statement "[by] the very nature of what we do, we are caring, diligent, progressive and conscientious people" led to "and you're not". I felt it was an affirmation of those qualities that come into question whenever teachers are forced into any action on their own behalf.ReplyDelete Student teacher guyDecember 3, 2011 at 8:41 AM "Many teachers have a second job to make ends meet." Yikes. As a current B.Ed. student here in B.C. I find that disturbing. Do you have any data on that? Much thanks and, in any case, keep blogging. Your stuff is very informative.ReplyDelete AnonymousDecember 3, 2011 at 10:15 AM But surely there is a way to communicate with the Minister in a way that is less adversarial? If you're a teacher dealing with a student, for example, isn't it more effective to work in a little bit of praise about something, and then list things to work on? Why not start with an acknowledgement that both teachers and the people in the Ministry of Education are there because they want to help improve the lives of children through education? Talk about how teachers are a part of the conversation about the changes in the education system, and give some examples as to how things are changing in individual classrooms. Then move onto a discussion as to how West Vancouver is a fortunate district, due to having many rich parents supporting the district, and international students. This level of support is required for all districts, and all districts need stability and proper funding. For heavens sake - that's the best part of the letter. Why bury it at the bottom? Student teacher guy, I think you'll find that a number of beginning teachers may have a second job to make ends meet until they get a full time contract. I don't think you'll find that your typical full time teacher requires a second job.ReplyDelete AnonymousDecember 3, 2011 at 11:04 AM Who on earth is this person criticizing this letter?? My goodness. Do you work for George Abbott? I am not a teacher but is active int he school and have a couple friends who are teachers. What more do you want from teachers? Teachers try to stand up for once for themselves and they get knocked down. I would say good for those teachers for being a bit aggressive (to you, not to me) to fight for our education system. In fact, they should be more vocal and aggressive. Don't you think the government is being adversarial? George Abbott is the government. Student teacher: you will not get rich starting out but I know a few experienced teachers who are indeed, struggling. They take any job tutuoring, or marking for the government just to make ends meet. Lots of teachers have husbands who have very good jobs and that is their saving grace.ReplyDelete AnonymousDecember 4, 2011 at 9:03 PM I'd like to ask George to take the focus off the teachers and have a closer look at our principals. Good leadership is where it all begins and while some principals are fantastic at their jobs, some are just plain incompetent. So with regard to teacher bashing.....BACK OFF!ReplyDelete AnonymousDecember 5, 2011 at 9:54 AM This comment has been removed by a blog administrator.ReplyDelete 3G'sDecember 7, 2011 at 8:01 PM I tend to agree with Anonymous, but take issue with what Anonymous says about Anonymous' comment.ReplyDelete AnonymousDecember 10, 2011 at 10:59 AM student teacher needs to look into teaching in alberta, where funding to education cuts is being restored and the salary is 20,000.00 more a year. i am a 25 year teacher and that is 500,000.00 more over the course of my career. teachers are recognized and respected for their professional status. in fact, anyone in the health care or education field should consider alberta where real estate and cost of living is so much more manageable. housing costs in calgary are less than small town B.C. B.C. is bankrupt, take your degrees and run!!ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ▼  2011 (125) ▼  December (7) Fix the teacher? What about society bcedplan: a return to 19th century schooling? BC Education Minister announces 3% funding cut EduPlan or eduScam? Vancouver teacher Gerry Kent s... What's in the billions? The money stolen from BC k... High performing school system? Trust your teachers... Teachers read message to George Abbott ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2014/09/tentative-agreement-yes-or-no.html?showComment0751410986150582,Staffroom Confidential: Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, September 16, 2014 Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Despite what I know was a herculean effort on the part of our bargaining team, I very much hope that BC teachers will vote no to the tentative agreement. After five weeks of strike, and twelve years of legal battles, this is not the deal that will restore sanity to public education and it is not a fair deal for teachers and students. Just as teachers in Saskatchewan rejected a deal to ensure a better outcome, I hope BC teachers will consider a no vote to let our team know we have to go back to the bargaining table. Class size, composition The agreement provided a modified LIF fund starting at $75 million per year and increasing to $85 by the last year. It is for teachers only, which will mean a slight improvement in Districts where sizeable portions were spent on Education Assistants or senior District staff rather than teachers. However, in an average size District like Victoria (20,000 students, 1,000 teachers), this will translate into about 5-10 more teachers. That is one for every five schools. To put it in comparison, Justice Griffin's judgement estimated the lost funding due to lost class size language at about $330 million in current dollars. (Read more here about the proposed Education Fund.) I heard so many teachers speak up about the need to ensure that we do not return to over-crowded classes when the strike ends. This agreement does very little to alleviate what is the most pressing issue. Throwing away the court victory The agreement provides a "reopener" in the event we win on appeal our class size language. What this means is that the language returns, but is not implemented until new language is negotiated. Without the actual implementation of the returned language, there will be very little incentive for the government to bargain it back. We would essentially be back in the very same position we are in today, with government trying to bargain it out and us trying to bargain it back in. In my opinion, even if we were legislated back to work we would be in a superior position. If we won the appeal the government would then be forced to implement the language. We are thus throwing away our historic court victory and the bargaining pressure it potentially creates. The reopener is really only mildly less offensive than E80. In both cases, we have to bargain back what was illegally taken from our contract and the government will probably never have to restore it. In fact, the "reopener" creates the perfect opportunity for government to lock us out to try and force us to agree to something far inferior. Throwing away the remedy for the last twelve years The agreement provides $105 million to compensate for grievances over-sized classes for the last twelve years. Using Justice Griffin's estimates, our loss is roughly $300 million times 12 = over $3 billion. I cannot fathom how $105 million is a fair compromise. The BCTF's original proposal to put this money back into the system was a more fair and productive approach. This agreement means we can no longer go to the courts for a fair remedy. Wages The agreement is very close to government's original offer. While I would be willing to accept this if the class size language was returned, teachers should not be taking such a significant monetary loss without the commensurate gain in working conditions. We have lost roughly 12% of our annual salary. We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut. Minimal improvements There are very minimal improvements in preparation time for elementary teachers (10 minutes per week), and TTOC daily rate. The TTOC daily rate change may depend on your grid placement. It could actually be a wage loss for long term TTOCs who are above category 5 and step 7. There is also $11 million in health and dental benefits. At 40,000 members, this is $275 each. Hardly worth consideration in the context of the rest of the agreement. What next? There are a variety of options if we vote no. We can continue the strike. We can choose to return to work and continue bargaining. We do not, and should not, accept an agreement that doesn't meet our needs and doesn't meet the needs of students and public education. When Saskatchewan teachers rejected the first deal which had 5.5% wage increases over four years, the second deal had 7.3% increases over four years. They have said this still isn't good enough. For us, our main issue is classroom conditions. We need to say this isn't good enough. The way to do that is to vote no. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 7:48 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 124 comments: Troy MooreSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:17 PM The EC recommendation states the open clause will be argued from restored language. However, selling our grievances for nothing as the 105 million is strike savings, is plenty of reason to vote no. Further, no composition caps, but a fund controlled by Superintendents is enough reason to vote no. Thursday I will vote no.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:06 PM Re-opener also says "education fund" in place until new language bargained, so old language can disappear forever.Delete Reply Mme RousseauSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:33 PM Government starved us to death hoping we'd vote yes to whatever deal they'd offer. Planned it from the start.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:07 PM We can sill choose (collectively) to return to work if we reject this deal. Many options.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:09 PM Great analysis, Tara! I think that returning to work would be a bad idea. This will frustrate parents more if they need to find new ways to deal with taking care fo kids. USe the money given to you by the other unions. I am a teacher who had to quit for stress over the terrible condition of work (split FI grade 4/5, several low LD kids with little support, one severe with no support, 2 gifted (no support), and a principal who expected me to teach 2 separate social studies AND science programs)Delete Reply Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:56 PM Good points by all but the gov't succeeded in starving my family out and completly breaking us. I will be voting YES and live to fight another dayReplyDelete Replies schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:21 PM 'Fight another day'? In the last twelve years that we have been pushing back against this government, never has the tide tide been so much with teachers, class size/composition, and public education - and never has the government been pushed back onto the ropes (especially with the call for binding arbitration). What 'other day' is being proposed that we wait for? Now is the time. Vote 'no' and give the BCTF bargaining team a renewed mandate to get a decent deal for students and teachers.Delete Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:10 PM "Another day" means to wake up and realize that 2more weeks means my family of 5 could lose our home. It means I will do all I can to recall Cc, Factbender, and other mla's, and maybe even having "a guy I know" have a chat with them. In year 1 of their reign, I don't believe they even know what "the ropes" are. I will vote YES ...for my family, and I can live with thatDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:12 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply Karen FergusonSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:03 PM Just a question: When the Saskatchewan teachers voted no, had they already been on strike for 5 weeks?ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM No. They are working with no contract. They are not on strike.Delete Shannon DavisSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:23 AM I am a Saskatchewan teacher. We are not on strike; we are currently in the conciliation process after voting "no" to 2 previous offersDelete Reply "Mama Rose"September 16, 2014 at 9:27 PM Can we truly return to work without agreeing and continue bargaining? When I suggested returning to work a few weeks ago, the answer was "being on strike puts pressure on the gov't and without pressure they have no reason to settle." And can you explain more how legislating us back would be better than agreeing to this deal? And finally, why would the BCTF executive put forward a deal that was not a good one?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:30 PM Because they need confirmation of the resolve of the membership to get something better. That is what a no vote does.Delete Reply Troylana MSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:28 PM some great points to ponder, tara......thinking thinking....ReplyDelete schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:43 PM If we vote 'no' to the tentative deal we still have options: We'd not have a contract. But we could... a) strike with full picket lines b) partially strike with phase 1 (work-to-rule) in schools c) partially strike with periodic/rotating job action d) continue negotiating e) return to work and re-escalate strike f) some/all of the above ReplyDelete Replies Caroline MackenzieSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:21 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:14 PM a) will expedite matters (I say less that 3 days)Delete Reply danabjornsonSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:05 PM I am thinking that a legislated, crappier contract would only be in effect for 2 years max (before elections...). If we take this offer, then we will be agreeing to this pseudo-E80. Should we win the court case (which we likely will), we will have to settle on the terms of the THIS negotiated contract which doesn't actually restore learning conditions; it simply allows for those conditions to be negotiated. If we say n, then we default to the 2002 contract, which DOES restore the language. A "yes" vote is saying that we are good on "crumbs"; a "no" vote is saying we want an actual meal. That's my understanding, anyway. Please correct me where I am wrong, Tara. :)ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:44 PM And word is IF they legislate, they could opt to legislate back Grade 10-12 only causing the union to have to lay off all teachers and re-hire based on seniority. That will tear the union at the seams pitting teacher against teacher for those positions. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:17 PM There will be a general strike if that were to happen! They better not do this. They will regret it.Delete Reply imaginefunlearningSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:09 PM Some good points on the background of our fight over the past 12 years, which I have been actively engaged in; however we need to recognize the climate we are in. We are not in Sask. people! We have just come through a very long summer!! We need to thank our @bctf bargaining team & recognize the toll this has taken on all of us & our families. I don't have the luxury of more time on the strike line. This may be as good as it gets. Let's read the agreement and consider getting back to work and making some $ again! That's my 2 cents worth, which would come in really handy right now!!!ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:18 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply RobSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:11 PM Go back in work to rule mode. Work this winter to recall every Liberal MLA. ThAt is the only way to apply pressure to these criminals. ReplyDelete Replies Kate RestonSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:03 PM Recall! Not sure who won the battle but the war is still onDelete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:14 AM Well said Kate... I agree 100%Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:20 PM I think say NO and a better deal will be done in less than 3 days. These guys are not criminals, they are lower than that. I bet they get a sick pleasure in hurting the kids and the teachers.Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:31 PM An official recall is in the works: https://www.facebook.com/groups/316129595235450/?fref=ts Please consider joining.Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:26 AM Leah - do you honestly think anyone who voted BC Liberal did so thinking that they would act any differently on the education file?Delete Reply JJSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:16 PM I am glad to see other members who share my views. I am outraged at a 1.2 percent "raise" in salary per year that doesn't even meet inflation of currently 2%. I feel used and abused.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:23 PM Not to mention all of the other pittance! I am actually surprised that Iker asked teachers to vote on this! Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:18 PM Hi Tara Thanks for the summary! Will we be able to vote NO to the deal, but vote YES to returning to work? Will there be three options when we vote Thursday? Why did the BCTF agree to a substandard deal for us? If we vote no to a deal that was recommended to us, the teachers look like the bad guys and public approval will plummet. I am very disappointed and frustratedReplyDelete Replies KataSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:12 AM Public approval will not necessarily plummet. I have seen strikes where the membership has voted against the executive's "best results to date", and ended up with a better offer. This offer is an insult. The $300 million will not bring funding to the national average (I believe). More importantly, the wage offer is half of the average wage increase for public and private workers (StatsCan). Delete Reply MontySeptember 16, 2014 at 10:19 PM Thank you, Tara. My thoughts too, more clearly expressed. As well, Thursday is too soon to vote, too soon to vote, too soon to vote........ReplyDelete Richard ChalkeSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:21 PM Vote no and lose every shred of public support...just sayin!ReplyDelete Replies UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:31 AM I am a member of the public and would support a "no" vote. js!.Delete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:01 AM Richard Chalke, NO you won't! I am a mother with 3 adopted special needs children who need to be in a class that is designed for them and others like them (my kids are academically slightly delayed but their issues are more social and behavioural) where they can receive the education they deserve taught in a way they can comprehend. I will speak now for all the parents I know, and we will support the teacher's if they continue to fight for our children's best interest.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:28 PM It might not be pretty at first, but once we explain things (and I hope the Mandarin-speaking teachers flood the Richmond organization that voiced their concerns), they will back us. The 3 billions that the judge came to is the first I hear about. This should be stated to every newsmedia comment section in the province. Minimize pickets and flood those outlets with commenters, just like the Liberals do. Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:45 PM I am a member of the public and a single Mother of a child in the public school system. You will NOT lose one bit of my support if you vote no. I know that you are sacrificing so that my child can have a better education, and I am most grateful for it. Having said that, I also know that you are exhausted and broke. I have been dreading that you may have to settle for less than what you (we) deserve because the government succeeded in breaking you. I am not in your shoes, so cannot judge. If the vote is a yes, I understand and I am still behind you. Delete Reply Alison RocheSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:25 PM It is a crap deal. It's always a crap deal. Once you raise the stakes to striking, anything else is a cave in. The last time we walked out was the 3 day illegal strike where I threw away 1200$ and got EXACTLY the same contract I had the year before. The BCTF called it a win because they didn't rip up MORE of my contract. Ridiculous. There are a few of us that believe that working to contract, doing 100% of your teaching job and nothing more (like paying for supplies out of your own pocket or EC) is the only way teachers will survive this government. What if they get re-elected again? Then what? Teachers have lost thousands to these clowns to make "statements" about the state of public education in this province. We can't keep sacrificing ourselves and our families. And in the meantime, you talk to parents about why you have to take this crappy road. Because up until this strike they mostly didn't care about the state of education, but god forbid you didn't run a Sports Day. Then suddenly they wanted to know what the hell was going on. Keep the conversation going in schools. Attend your PAC meetings and stop enabling this govt to underfund and overwork the system. And still get paid!ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:20 AM I am very excited at the prospect of returning to my beloved job on Friday. However I will NOT continue to put my personal money into my classroom and I will be seriously reconsidering my involvement in extra curriculars. I think we shoot ourselves in the foot with all the unpaid work we so willingly volunteer to do. Delete Reply FCSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:38 PM I heard a rumour last week from a loose lipped government insider that after the 22nd, depending on the outcome of the negotiations the Liberals were going to announce a 3 step process. I was not clear if this was based on 3 steps to resolve the strike (perhaps the 3rd step is legislation??) or 3 steps to overhaul the education system, either way, they will settle it outright. I wish you all luck and all the information that you need to make a sound decision of what you feel is best.ReplyDelete Replies Lisa BurrowsSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:53 PM I have heard similar rumours. On the 23rd, the gov. was planning on introducing a $6000 per year voucher system for 3 choices: an academic or trades program, or something called EducationCanada. Not clear whether their intention was to privatize the public system, de-certify teachers and hire them back under new wage/benefits. Not clear where these rumours originated from. Maybe fear tactics to get teachers to vote yes. In any event, I plan on voting yes. I signed up to be a teacher, not a martyr. This strike has cost us a lot. We need to regain our livelihood and hopefully continue the conversation about class composition. We have at least awakened many people to the issue, and the court case is still an avenue that could eventually improve teaching and learning conditions.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:33 PM I urge all teachers to fight and say NO to this deal. Retired teacher who had to retire because horrendous work conditions. Make me proud. They will not last long if you say NO! I know this is tough, but there is money and I hear that Van City does offer loan at low to 0 %. Banks do allow you to miss a mortgage payment. Go talki to your banker.Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM Will school districts require teachers to make up missed days, as suggested in the media? Will the school calendar be changing to make up for the missed three weeks and if so will we be made aware of those changes PRIOR to the vote? ReplyDelete KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:41 PM "Wages..... We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut." And that is the cost of going on strike!!! There is nothing that can be done about that. You cannot go on strike and put up the raise you want every week to compensate for your time on strike - it doesn't work that way.ReplyDelete Replies Drew StevensonSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:59 AM I believe the missing "..." Suggests that they meant to refer to the losses against inflation since the last wage step increase. Thus this contract does not allow us to recover the buying power lost to inflation since the last non contract or "0%" year. Add those up and compare against the proposed increase and you see that by the end of the contract, we won't be able to afford the same value of goods (loaves of bread, watts of energy, litres of gas) that we could at the end of the last contracts term. It was not a comment about wages that were lost in the strike. Those are really small potatoes when compared to the grinding power of inflation over years and years. The next contract will use this latest for a bench mark so these losses to inflation will grind at all teachers for as long as they teach. A death of a thousand cuts to our ability to afford basic goods and services. Any raise less than inflation is a cut to the value placed on us and on our ability to pay our bills. Delete Reply Ed SSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:09 PM Having lost $20,000 (including summer school wages) as the single income for a family of five is far too much; I will be voting YES to the deal, unless the independently wealthy teachers out there who wish to continue the strike will pay my bills and mortgage for me.ReplyDelete Replies Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:14 PM I feel ya. Yes for meDelete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:18 AM Ed S. With all due respect (and I mean that), how did you lose $20,000 in the strike? Teachers were out 2 weeks (all out) before they were supposed to be in June, and now 3 weeks for the start of school? It is my understanding that teachers don't get paid through the summer months. Please correct me if I'm wrong, wherever I'm wrong. Shouldn't you have been financially alright for the summer months at least? Also all teachers knew this strike had a possibility of extending into the new school year but no one teacher budgeted for this possibility? I'm truly just trying to get a clear picture of where this all stems. NO disrespect intended.Delete BlairSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:12 AM Kelly, not Ed but if you look at the numbers there was the 10% lockout haircut in May/June plus the loss of most of June and the loss of much of September. In our 1 teacher (1 non) household we calculated a $9 K - $10 K loss so far. If you add summer school earnings you can easily make the loss in the $20 k zone. As for budgeting, we budget for the summer, but did not expect the 10% haircut, nor the loss of June/Sept days which completely messed our budgeting calculations. A very good friend (single teaching mother) was crushed by the loss of the June income and is without a penny today.Delete Mr. SmoothSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:35 PM The only one who didn't get a haircut was Jim Iker... and he needs one more than anyone else. What's with that over-coiffed 70"s mullet Jim? Does wonders for the BCTF brand image!Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:55 PM Jim's hair is not open for discussion in a respectful space like this. As for his salary, he is a teacher who does not get paid when we are on strike.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:04 PM Totally agree!Delete Reply Mr. GSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:24 PM If I thought they could do any better I would agree with voting NO, but you have to be realistic. The BCTF does not use professionals to bargain and always ends up with much less than they promise the membership when asking for a strike vote. While this is not a great deal for teachers, I really think you're fooling yourself if you think it'll get any better.ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:02 AM BCTF needs to be replaced with younger more adept representatives and advocates. Also, we should be hiring professional contract negotiators - you don't go into battle with cut throat corporate types with a wooden knife. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:37 PM This is BAD deal! Say NO to it and show those (expletives) that we will not take it anymore! Come on! Show them that teachers have a spine! They will respect us, oddly!Delete Reply retaSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:51 PM I agree with Richard. Those in the public that are uniformed would be furious, and there are many teachers who just can't afford to use their wages as their voice any longer - too much has already been donated to the government. In my opinion, the deal is pretty lame. I am sitting on the fence.ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:24 AM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:26 AM So true!!! I cannot afford to fight this battle for public education any longer. Why is this my personal and professional obligation??? However I think this deal is weak weak weak. I also think its the best we are going to get. Ideologically I'm on the fence but my wallet will vote YES.Delete Reply SirThinksToo MuchSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:54 PM My wife and I will be voting "Yes" on Thursday for it is the middle path. The easy path would have been for us to go back to school with E-80 & E-81 over our heads. The difficult path would be for us to vote "No" and put our mortgage at risk and having to continue asking retired parents for handouts to feed a family with three kids. The middle path is the wisest choice for us considering the current political climate in which those who do not teach are the quickest to judge it harshly.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:41 PM I understand that this is really tough for you! I almost died teaching a few month ago. I had to quit. Please consider holding on and say no. Remember the short loss in salary will be offset in the LONG-RUn by better salary increase. This is a joke! They will be laughing at you even more if we accept this. This is a very bad deal! However, I do respect your position!Delete Reply DaleSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:16 AM Why would classroom conditions be better on October 9th after being legislated back? We have been outplayed because of our stubborn refusal to outdated, tired old tactics. It is because of these actions that have led us to this terrible deal. Time to reset, regroup and stock up for the long haul. Can't do it if half the members commit hara kiri on themselves. We are a union of professionals not a cult. ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:49 AM Could not agree more.Delete schreck!September 17, 2014 at 9:44 AM Could you please advise which tactics you believe could have been used to secure a superior deal?Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:47 AM Full disclosure: I'm a BC Liberal supporter. The only people who would benefit from a NO vote are the BC Liberals. Teachers would be bargaining with no leverage whatsoever and would be viewed by a large segment of the population as unreasonable. The BC Liberals then get portray themselves as the only party capable of dealing with the BCTF. schreck! says that the BCTF has the government on the ropes, but he couldn't be farther from the truth. The government wants people to view the BCTF as their primary opponent. Disputes like this just shore up the BC Liberal base and protect its right flank. Any half-baked recall campaign will only reinforce that. It's true teachers aren't going to recoup the lost wages from the strike. I would suggest to you that that means this job action was probably not in teachers' interests, especially without any sort of appreciable strike fund. This is the best deal teachers were ever going to get with this government and people should have been able to recognize that in June. If you want my advice (which you probably don't), it would be to spend the next 5 years building up a strike fund, electing better leaders, and hiring a professional negotiating team. Don't bring a knife to a gunfight and expect things to go well. Focus on getting the best deal you can from whoever the government is rather than trying to change the government, the HST, Kinder Morgan or a thousand different issues that distract from education and erode the union's finances further. You'd be doing yourself a favour, and probably doing the NDP a favour at the same time. Also, if schreck! is David Schreck, you can thank his opposition to STV for the last two BC Liberal majorities. I know I do.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:11 PM One step would be to stop making political contributions to the NDP. This only contributes to the childish animosity and lack of trust that has constantly characterized negotiations. How else can the Socreds/Liberals view teachers except as enemies when they so publicly support their opponents. This stupid confrontational immature approach has to STOP!!!!! Education should not be a political fight when it is so obviously a valuable benefit to our society. It was an NDP government that legislated teachers back to work in 1993. Stop making education a political fight.Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:10 PM I don't think they have to go that far. CUPE and the Nurses still contribute to the NDP yet they don't have the same acrimonious relationship. CUPE and the Nurses just make their members their priority, and broader advocacy second.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:55 PM Ryan (possibly a Liberal paid commenter), with all due respect, I disagree with you. The cumulative increase in lieu of this will be better. Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can. I say to Iker, ask for 6% over 3 years because these people love to play the 15% over 15 year game to make it so big on the surface. Some people think that this is 15% every year. Believe me! I have seen it in comment sections. Others believe that the 15% is too high not understanding that they must divide things over the duration of the contract. It is time that we play it smarter. It is time to put the foot down and ask for money given to us by other unions, if it is needed. Banks can accept one late mortgage payment. It would be suicidal for them to not help. Imagine the possible damage if that ever leaks out. They could lose a lot in teacher money. I for one would pull my money out of a bank in support! Teachers are going to show this government that we have a spine! Enough is enough! Aren't you tired of being treated like kids? (Retired teacher who almost died in a car accident because of work conditions that were horrendous. I had to quit.)Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 AM Not paid by the BC Liberals. I pay them actually... :/ I imagine astroturfers of any affiliation wouldn't disclose their bias. "Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can." How did that work in May 2013? If the teachers reject a contract that their own union endorsed, it will make teachers seem unreasonable. Whether that perception is true or fair is irrelevant. It's what will happen, and teachers will be weaker as a result. Take my advice. Build up a strike fund and focus on the internal governance of the BCTF for the next 6 years. You'll be better off for it. Or not. I don't mind you or others making it easier for the party I support to get elected. I'd just rather not see kids and teachers hurt in the process.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:37 AM Ah! The "don't-hurt-kids" card, hey, when you have underfunded education for 12 years! WOW! That takes the cake! Are your trolling? Oh! You are serious? :) Would you be surprised if I don't follow your advice, considering your lack of logic? Would you be surprised if others don't follow your advice? It is ttue that bullies like you and your ilks love to show who is the boss, who is the teacher now! I suspect that is at the root of the problem! No one wants to fail in school! No one wants to get the strap! Sad that today's teachers don't like it too! But, who cares, we are ... teachers! We deserve it! BAH! BAH! BAH!Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:22 PM That's fine. I look forward to another 16 years of BC Liberal government.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:41 PM 16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate! Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan! Sociopaths do that!Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 9:35 AM "16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate!" 16 years of our opponents still don't understand why they lost. Like I said, that's fine with me. If I said the Liberals would be in power for at least another 13 years back in 2004 you probably would have laughed too. Heck, if I told you on May 13 last year that the BC Liberals would be reelected on May 14 you'd probably have laughed too. And you were wrong. Why is that? Answer that question if you want the NDP to win the next election. Without a correct answer to it, the NDP's cause is hopeless. "Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan!" You feel they are flawed, and that's fine. I don't go around calling people who disagree with me sociopaths, nor do I accuse them of being paid shills. But I also don't feel much need to address your ad hominems. There are logical arguments to support your position, but argumentum ad hominem is not one of them. It's a textbook logical fallacy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 1:15 PM Ah! Now I get it! It is all ego-based! You think because you voted the winning party that you are a winner and we are losers! You think because you predicted that the Liberals would win, you are winner. That does not make YOU a winner or the Liberals! It is called DEMOGRAPHICS, you expletives. The baby boomers are getting old and because they have more assets and won't make a whole lot more for too long, they need to vote a govn't who is going to do just that! It is not rocket science! WOW! You think you are so superior when your party stole an election with 47% of the popular vote. That's not a majority and your party should not have been elected. BTW, did you delete from your ethical memory the words Ethnic voting scandal? The field is slanted and you know it. However, you are so willing to minimize, forget the scams and bad fairplay tactics like a sociopath is allowed to minimize or ignore his or victims emotions that you don't see that you are the loser, we are the victim of your constant bullying. 1% wage increases after years of 0% increases and you can justify that when Yahoo reports that the average Canadian can hope to get 2.5% this and next year: https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html You Liberals behave like fascists, but we can't call you that because that's not allowed! Well! Guess what? It is and you are. Live with it! You keep on dreaming you are a genius! :) I am retired, getting soon a nice pension, and laughing at you from a beach somewhere! AHAHA! Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 2:14 PM What's with the name calling Peter? For someone claiming to be retired you really don't show the wisdom of age. For someone who talks about logic, you use logical fallacies like ad hominems a lot too. It's a fair point that the BC Liberals didn't get a majority of the vote (and I'm a very big supporter of electoral reform). The BC Liberals + Conservatives did though, and I don't think it's realistic to expect the BC Conservatives to have been more generous had they been part of government. Last time I checked I just voted. I didn't "victimize" anyone. Perhaps your rage is misplaced. If you think the election was "stolen" I'm afraid I have to question your grasp on reality though. "Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?" I'm glad you'll have a pleasant retirement Peter. I have no ill will towards you. I'm not sure why you think I do. I'm not saying people were *right* to vote BC Liberal. That's a matter of opinion. All I'm saying is people *did* vote BC Liberal. More voted BC Liberal than BC NDP for the last 5 elections in a row actually. You need to understand why that happened in order to change it for the next election. Clearly you're not interested in that though. Which is fair enough. Just remember next time you're upset about something the BC Liberals do that your lack of interest is part of why the BC Liberals get elected at all.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 3:23 PM I love your culture --or the lack of thereof! Guess what, stop thinking averybody is white and must follow your little rules. Namecalling? Sociopath? Whaaaat? And, what if you are? Still can't call you that? :) You fascist right-wingers are big on censorship! I just don't like you giving us lessons on how to get the NDP in. As stated, people are voting right of the NDP because it is a matter of demographics and a little ethnic vote buying on the side. The rest is mumbo jombo. Yes, of course, they will have to go on strike in the future and yes they will have to build a strike fund. The Liberals stole that from the BCTF too! And, you wonder why I don't have any respect for them? Yes, electoral reform is needed! We agree!Delete Reply JJ GeorgeSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:46 AM As a parent, I support the teachers and respect whether they choose to vote yes or no. However I noticed a discrepancy here from other information I've read regarding prep time for elementary teachers. Here it states minimal improvement to prep time - only 10 minutes per week being added. Elsewhere I read that it is 100 minutes per week for prep, increasing by an additional 10 minutes in the final year. That is a significant difference, and worth noting. Or have I completely misunderstood?ReplyDelete Replies Anne-MarieSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:59 AM Elementary teachers currently have 90 minutes of preparation time per week so an increase to 100 minutes per week is only gaining 10 minutes. In other provinces and some private schools they have as much as 45 minutes of prep time per day.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:56 PM Thank you for inquiring!Delete DW ZSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:57 PM You're right JJ George. There is a significant difference around the province regarding preparation times. In my district elementary teachers currently get 100 minutes of prep time. This new proposal is useless to me. I'll have to wait 6 years to gain an extra 10 minutes. Delete Reply UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:11 AM Almost nobody gets cost of living adjustments. Also inflation is NOT 2%. Do some research and look at the CPI for BC over the last 24 months. The average over the last 2 years is 0.7%, not 2%. The CPI changes every month so you cant just look at the highest month and declare that THE inflation rate. Check out the 12 month averages document for the actual numbers. http://www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/StatisticsBySubject/Economy/ConsumerPriceIndex.aspx All that being said I support the teachers. if you think this is a bad deal as a parent my dream would be for the teachers to vote no but continue bargaining because I do think the kids need to be in school and I do fear that the teachers will lose all support if the strike continues. All I ask as a parent is that you do your own research and try not to be swayed by all the opinions. ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:01 AM Inflation for August was 2.1% (http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/economy/cpi-report-expected-to-reveal-rise-in-canadas-core-inflation-rate/article20593943/). The CPI is a year-over-year calculation.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:43 AM Inflation should be looked at as a yearly average, not an individual month.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:34 PM The lawyers do not believe we have compromised our court deal. Our leadership would not have sold us out. We dodged a bullet. The Premier had something loaded even if we are not sure what it was. The idea that we could simply return to work is not guaranteed. I think a no vote could easily lead to the Liberals locking us out again because the Premier wants to crush us and she will use any excuse. She did not want to take the advice of her people and do this deal. I am certain a plan for drastic action (where we have to take the concessions they had planned) or worse - was in place. We can't guarantee the press will do any better job explaining the complexities should we say no. They rarely sided with us in markets outside of Vancouver where people are more political and they often misled or allowed others to mislead. They are not helping and would sensationalize. This would see dissolution of support very quickly - especially if we asked for wages. (Though admittedly it angers me that we can't ask for wages without being accused of being greedy when that is what most bargaining units do). But we have argued this is about kids and while this is not ideal - it is better to have teachers than not. The deal does suck in that it does not bring us to par - but this fight needs to be won with a strategy that is political and capacity will do that in another round. We have some support - but it is limited to the choir. We need to have the pews too. We need to build that capacity while working and continue to find allies because the fight is bigger than most people want to consider. This is about ideology and about privatization. Education always was political but never more so than now and we have to fight this party or the conservatives who would do the same or worse. No teacher who is responsible can ignore the politics any longer. That is simply the truth. If you work in the system you better get informed and you better be prepared to fight until retirement for the system. That said, I want to ask the same question others are asking: Why is this the job of 42,000 teachers and not the job of all citizens who want equality to fight for this right? It is time (while the conversation is still on-going and up to and including election night) for us to guide the public where we can but mainly play our part by not propping the system up. Make poverty known. Make noise about shortfalls, ask questions (in the media or in board offices ) about who is going to fix it instead of paying ourselves, volunteer some but wait for the pubic to step up so they see what schools lack. I hate the deal too. But I trust Vince Ready and Iker and I don't think we could have done better right now. I think we dodged a bullet because I have read everything this government has put out and followed the trail. They plan to privatize and they are just looking for the route. Voting YES for now does not mean we are giving up. It does not mean a win in the way we wanted but we have won a battle that will lead to us winning the war. If we don't rest up and stock up we might not get there.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:57 PM Well, if it is bigger than just this battle, then we will need ALL the unions to strike if they do indeed use drastic (draconian) measures. I say it is time for ALL of the unions to call a general strike. I guarantee that they will not like that one bit. What will they do then? Call the army? :) People in Europe, at the end of the 19th century stood up in mines. General strikes do occur in Europe and have. If you think you had it tough, think of them who stood tall for US in tougher times and conditions. Make sacrifices. Sell furniture. Tutor on the side. Ask for the BCTF money. Ask your banker to help. As friends and relatives. If we say NO, it won't last long. If they legislate us back, let's call a general province-wide strike of all unions. Delete Reply Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:47 AM Between CC's smug smile as she celebrates slaughtered teachers and Jim Iker's goofy grin - seemingly unaware that he has been a willing puppet, I am thoroughly disgusted. Over the next 5 years, teachers will be in an increasingly bad situation financially, classrooms will continue to be too large and complex with increasing medical, social and environmental issues impacting academic delivery. It could not be less obvious that things will continue to worsen. The Liberals have ensured that BC is rapidly becoming the Canadian Monaco for rich off shore interests and wealthy corporations. Soon the underpaid "workers" will have to be bussed in daily to Vancouver - Asian style. The only recourse is to move to just about any other province and bring in up to $100,000 more over the six years with much less cost of living. So we are bailing, encouraged by friends who have gotten positions in Manitoba and Alberta. My colleagues and I discovered through contacting several school boards across Canada that specialist (special needs and behavioural) and secondary science teachers are in particular demand. I want to work in a professional, respectful environment where the needs of all children are considered a priority and where I feel inspired to do my best. However, I want my vote to reflect the wishes of teachers who will be here over the next 6 (5) years, so very much appreciate your blog and opportunity to read the comments.ReplyDelete Bert SlaterSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:11 AM To vote YES will throw away 12 years of effort, and 2 victories in BC Supreme Court. To vote YES will be to snatch defeat from the jaws of victory. If you vote YES what bargaining power do you think you will have - the government will do nothing, and then what do you think you will do - take job action? PLEASE VOTE NO.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:59 PM Time to show you have a spine!Delete Reply RodSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:06 AM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Cool HandSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 AM Wouldn't a 'No' vote be a vote of no confidence in the BCTF itself?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:02 AM Not at all. It is just a message to the leadership we need to do better. The strength of the union is the members, and we support the leadership by giving them direction through democratic means.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:40 PM I disagree. How else can a recommendation by the EC to vote yes be interpreted? Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:00 PM I am sure people will interpret this both ways, but it is a vote. If it is supposed to be a "Yes", because it might be interpreted one way, then why bother having a vote?Delete Kate TSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:07 AM Yes , it would be. I don't think we could come out much better than this with this government. How will a No obtain that? Christy will be happy, she can declare the BCTF gone and roll out her plan to privatize. Delete Reply David DeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:06 AM A no vote would be a rejection of a the court victories defied by the government and an inadequate deal containing some vague promises that won't meet the needs of teachers or students on class size and other important issues.In Ontario elementary teachers get 200 minutes of prep time per 5 day cycle. I know there is financial hardship, but the union has received close to $2 million in donations from other unions; is there no way of accessing hardship funds? At minimum, vote no and return to work on work to rule with various strike options.ReplyDelete Erica JonesSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:25 AM This article actually makes me so mad. It is NOT better for the kids that they have missed almost all of june and all of september. This is what you signed up for in BC as a teacher. Get on board or GET OUT.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:20 PM Is this really what teachers signed up for? At my high school, each class has about 30 kids, with an average of 17 kids per classroom with an identified learning disability. Our district says that there should be no more than 4 kids per classroom.. How do you expect non-specialist teachers to help each student when over half of them require more resources because of a learning disability? Furthermore, are you generalizing the "better-ness" to all the kids in BC? Because I don't think that it would be better if kids went back considering the learning environment isn't up to par. There are barely any Education Assistants, and support teachers for the multitude of children who need them. While I recognize and appreciate your enthusiasm for education, please realize that the public school system isn't a daycare. Also, please think about your words and the learning environment prior to speaking out. By the way, we're not an autocracy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:08 PM I can understand your frustration! Understand mine! I almost died at 7:30 pm one night returning from teaching a FI split class with several students who did not get enough support or no support at all. The principal expressed to me that he expected me to teach 2 different social studies programs and 2 different science programs. ANYONE I talked to knows that this is impossible to do, especially in French Immersion when kids get no support at home and books are often too hard for students to read. I had to quit my job. I did it for me and did it for the kids. I was like a surgeon who is asked to operate on 5 patients with an old scalpel with 2 inexperienced nurses. Predictably, 4 patients would die and I would be reprimanded! Teachers are put in terrible conditions and kids too. I hope you have the openmind to consider the reality of this honest personal anecdote. I also wish you to understand that this is likely not an isolated incident. What will it take? A kid to commit suicide because he or she is not getitng enough support?Delete Reply hilarySeptember 17, 2014 at 10:29 AM It is incorrect to equate lost funding with what the teachers would have received in grievances. The two are not equivalent. The starting position of the BCTF was $225M, so they never expected $3B to resolve grievances. I'm also interested to know where you get your figures on overcrowded classrooms. A recent Globe and Mail article says that classrooms are, on average, smaller than the caps set in 2002.ReplyDelete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:36 AM The signing bonus should be roughly $2500 each: 105 million divided by 41 thousand.ReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:53 AM It is not that simple. The $105 million is to be allocated by the union. The term "signing bonus" has been crossed off on the signed document. Some of that money may be used to pay union debts. Don't know this but clarification would be useful.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:16 PM Just quoting from the CBC news website, "And finally there are details of $105-million fund to settle grievances stemming from the ongoing court case. The BCTF says that money will be given out as a signing bonus, with specific amount yet to be determined."Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:34 AM I think it would be smart to put at least part of it into your strike fund.Delete Reply WheelsSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:55 AM If the money is used as a signing bonus, it should be based on FTEReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:12 PM Yes I am sure it will be based on FTE. The question is how much of the $105 Million is actually distributed. This is up to the union, and I am told that it is yet to be decided.Delete GuruSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:44 PM And don't forget all the retired teachers who are entitled to a share of it.Delete Reply Geoff OrmeSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:18 PM In another discussion of this someone suggested that under BC Labour Law a no vote means rejection of the proposed deal, and that means the strike continues until either: - the union in question elects to stand down - another tentative deal is presented or - the government imposes a legislated contract. I think the last of these is the most likely, and I believe the legislated contract would be draconian and brutal. What do you think, Tara? Also, I would appreciate your thoughts on Sandy Garossino's comments at https://storify.com/Garossino/should-teachers-accept-the-contractReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:14 PM If this is so, in a few month (likely a couple of years), teachers will win so much more with a Supreme Court judgment! It is possible that the Liberals know that the higher courts are stacked by Liberal judges (that is what happen when judges are chosen, not elected). In any case, a negative settlement (or not a great judgment) will galvinize the public to reform the way the Supreme court judges are being chosen. I doubt that any govn't will want that to happen. A legislated contract will make the LIbs look like sociopaths and dictators.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:47 PM Peter I think you are expecting far too much from the public, many of whom are only paying attention to this matter due to kids being home from school. The public are not remotely this savvy on the political process.Delete Reply IslanderSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:09 PM I am a continuing education teacher. We have it even worse and we are not listened to enough about our poor conditions. Those include no prep time (and we do have to mark and do report cards many times a year sometimes and commonly for 30 students in a class), travelling to different schools with no compensation, and having next to no breaks in between 3 hour classes. I worked for two years with no lunch break and taught 6 hours straight (just 15 min. breaks) to be told, "don't complain since there are others who will do it". We then got 15 min. breaks in between classes. Most of our students are wealthy immigrants, many who try to stay in classes as long as possible since the classes are free. After spending a year in Germany, I realize how better organized it is where the immigrants pay to learn the language on a sliding scale, and have to pay for a student book as well for each class. We do not even have text books, but photocopy so much at tax payers' expense. This is not right. I then teach summer school since we were not on a 12 month continual salary and most of those students are also immigrants (at least 75%). This is also free and it is becoming so common and the new immigrants know this is free babysitting and tutoring. I think one main problem is that we have so many new immigrants in our classes who need ESL like this article states about our inclusion style of education nowadays: http://www.vancouversun.com/life/Shelley+Fralic+trouble+with+schools/10203596/story.html I am honored to be teaching and like my job, but it does get exhausting especially since I need two or three jobs to pay the mortgage that I now no longer have.. back to renting since it all I can afford in this city that has become so expensive. And many don't realize that it is very very difficult to get to full time work as a teacher here. There was a formula that made it take about 10 years to get to f/t (now finally changed). I have been without pay for 3 months, and now had to finally rent a place in anticipation of returning to work, so I have to vote "yes", but please keep the comments coming for what alternatives we have. Maybe we have to just educate the public in a better way than picketing; maybe get out and walk around malls and talk to people and hand out pamphlets on how this liberal government is hurting this. Most Asians (probably just the new who are from such a different system) are already against the teachers since they do not seem to understand what is going on. http://www.vancouversun.com/Business/asia-pacific/Chuck+Chiang+Many+Asian+families+place+blame/10202757/story.htmlReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:17 PM First of all, myn thoughts are with you! I think your ideas about using different strategies is smart. Picketing is not a very good strategy to let people know about things. I think using the membership to flood media comment sections would be more effective. Going to talk to the public might be a good idea along with this, I think. Phone the BCTF and ask for support.Delete Reply Marsha HolleySeptember 17, 2014 at 1:36 PM A teachers wife Vote no you have come to far to back down. It is a -----Y DEAL. ReplyDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:45 PM Ask yourself WHY teachers cannot get 1/2 of the average increase in salary of the private sector? (The Libs will tell you because there are sooooooo many teachers, but I also hear that there are provinces where there is a need for teachers!) TORONTO - A new study says that Canadians, on average, can expect about the same size salary increase next year as in 2014. Human resources consultants Pal Benefits says a survey of 401 organizations, mainly in Ontario, Alberta and British Columbia, projected salary increase for 2015 at an average of 2.79 per cent. That was almost unchanged from the 2.74 per cent average increase projected in last year's survey. Meanwhile, in addition to the average salary increase remaining relatively steady year over year, the survey found that the percentage of employers who plan to freeze salaries appears to have stabilized at eight per cent —in the same percentages as was projected in 2014. Breaking down the numbers further, the survey found the average salary increase anticipated in the engineering, financial services and high technology sectors was three per cent. That compared with an average of 2.5 per cent on the low end for organizations in durable manufacturing. https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.htmlReplyDelete "Mama Rose"September 17, 2014 at 9:12 PM I used to agree with you, Tara, and appreciate you bringing these items to your blog to get us all thinking. But after a very long night and day of research and discussion, I realize I will be voting yes tomorrow. Here is why: I don't care about salary or benefit increases. That is not why I went on strike. I don't care if this tentative deal is not good for teachers. That's not why I went on strike either. For me, the single most important issue is class size and composition. I want to work in a classroom where I have enough time and resources available to me to adequately help all the students I teach. And while it is true that this tentative deal will not change anything in the classrooms right now (or at least most of our classrooms), I realized that we couldn't actually make changes in that area because the issues of cs and c is before the courts. When I made that connection and realized that this round of bargaining was really about a "good enough" agreement regarding wages, then the deal seems, well... good enough. BUT, the best part, is the language the BCTF legal team made around the furture court decision (the re-opener). They have it in writing that if we win the court case (which is likely) and when we have to start bargaining class size and comp again (that is exactly what Justice Susan Griffin said we would have to do) we will be STARTING from the 2002 levels. To make this simple to understand, I explained it to my friends using a number line. With this new language, the BCTF starts the next round of bargaining at say a 50. The government will want us to go to 10 or 15, and we'll compromise and end up maybe 25. But WITHOUT that language, we would have started bargaining at a 10 and only gone down from there. So I do believe it is the best deal possible, it still factors in the biggest issue (from my perspective), we do not lose the important gains of the past, and most importantly, everyone gets to go back to school.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 PM Mam Rose, I appreciate your point of view and your courage. However, let me point out to you and the readers that a decision at the BC supreme court might not turn out the way teachers anticipate. We all know that judges are appointed and who does the appointing? "All justices of the BCSC (including the position of Chief Justice and Associate Chief Justice) are appointed by the federal cabinet, on recommendation of the Minister of Justice. Masters are appointed by the provincial cabinet, on recommendation of the Attorney General in consultation with the Chief Justice." (Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Supreme_Court_of_British_Columbia) Now, I would like to think that all of those people are objective, but they are appointed and we know that there are political appointments. They have a lot of discretion over the laws and judgments. I am willing to bet that the BC Liberals do know this and are betitng the farm (or do they know something we don't know) that the Supreme Courts are stacked against teachers? So, I am not sure if we can count on a WIN if we proceed with the court ruling. I think we would be better to negotiate and negotiate a better deal.Delete Reply retaSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:57 AM Yes...no...yes...no...The last two days have been this. I’ve read so many articles and comments over the past few months and, I can say, I have learned a lot. I know this is not a great deal for teachers right now. I will be voting yes. This is why… 1. The children. Without going into the multiple issues (e.g., grad, post secondary, trades, sports, global education/trips, planned activities, those with varying degrees of special needs, those that need a soft place to land, etc., etc.) the children need to get on with their education. 2. The parents. For many parents, this strike is a financial burden. We do not like to be called baby sitters, but for many living below the poverty line, school is a financial relief. Winter is coming; gas bills will be expensive. 3. Poverty. Remember, BC has the highest child poverty rate in Canada. Schools feed and clothe numerous children. 4. The other systems educators work collaboratively with. MFCD, CYMH, foster parents, group homes, and the multitude of non-profit agencies that support vulnerable children and families are bursting at the seams. We are a part of that team. 5. CUPE. While some have been paid during this strike, that money is coming from districts. It was not provided by the government. And, CUPE is a partner in education - from the bus drivers to the tech dept to custodians to secretaries to EAs and so on. 6. Small Businesses. In our little towns, the school district is the number one employer. There is a direct cause-effect relationship between loss of wage and loss of business. 7. Money. The amount of money that is needed to reverse the erosion of the public education system over numerous years cannot be recouped in one sitting. This agreement is a start. It’s not much but the stage has been set. 8. THE COURT CASE. That is why we were on strike. All the other stuff could have been resolved months ago, but our government was working hard to make the court case go away. Well, it still exists. I consider that the victory. We live to fight another day (as rhetorical as that sounds) AND I hope people actually read the ruling and think critically about how a loss could impact the future of the Charter of Rights, and the power of government to contravene those rights. I am guessing we will vote to ratify as so many fear “what’s next?” from this government. It’s nasty business, and I think legislation would be next. VALUING PUBLIC EDUCATION needs to come from a STRONG, CONSISTENT public voice. If we do ratify the agreement, and those in the profession and public think we've given up, we have not. We’ve been fighting for years. We just haven’t been heard… until now. ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:21 AM I understand your point of view, but sometimes you have to fight to get what you want. This is a VERY bad deal, considering: Other people get on average 2.5% salary increases last year and this year and the next and the rest of us get 1% and must feel happy if we do.? (https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html) THIS DEAL is a horrendously BAD deal for kids/parents as well, of course. We are going to continue to be humiliated and be the laughing stock of many people of this province. After a decade of paycuts, WOW, this is what they are willing to offer! WOW! WOW! WOW!Delete Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:30 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Reply Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:37 PM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:08 PM Let's cross our fingers! I think we need a general strike by all unions if CC legislates teachers back. It is time to put the foot down and tell her and the Liberals that, as in the movie Network,"I am mad as hell and I won't take it anymore!"Delete Reply Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 8:26 PM Needs help on some stats for an online debate Looking for the last 10 or 15 years of contractual salary increases in %. So, 1% for 2001, 0% for 2002,...ReplyDelete Children FirstSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:00 PM Well it's all done now. Really hope the teacher's can find another angle to deal with class size and composition as well as student funding. The government will make sure the coming court case never swings your way no matter what. 2nd most expensive place to live in the the world!!! Wonder why and where the money goes??? ReplyDelete AnonSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 PM I'm an outsider, but have followed closely this whole fiasco and this is a RAW deal. Your union hung you out to dry on this one - taking a really bad deal (clearly no one from the BCTF had rudimentary math skills in their toolbox) and then publicly encouraging to the media that teachers accept the deal....what choice did you have - a no vote would have outraged the public. I could go on and on, but the bottom line, in my opinion, is that your union better get some stronger leaders who are PR and technology savvy. Out with Iker and the rest of those who bargained on your behalf - they just got ......well , we know that happened. Whew, can't even believe how screwed you got, absolutely amazing - nothing meaningful gained in the big picture and only very minor gains for a small group of people, bigger losses for the majority.. Wow - I better stop now. Best of luck. Thanks for all you do for our children. ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ▼  September (9) Reflections on the BC Teacher Strike BC Teacher strike - Lessons learned Response to Sandy Garossino Will the Education Fund improve classroom conditio... Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Class composition: a human rights perspective Class size and composition - a short visual histor... Guest post - I WILL HOLD THE LINE Teachers - let your leadership know it is time to ... ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141007,www.huffingtonpost.ca,http://www.huffingtonpost.ca/steven-burton/bc-teachers-strike-dinosaurs_b_5800608.html?utm_hp_ref=bc-teachers-strike-2014,B.C. Teachers' Strike Is Epic Struggle Of Dinosaurs | Steven Burton View mobile site October 7, 2014 Huffpost Canada British Columbia ca Edition: ca Show/Hide Brasil BR Canada CA Deutschland DE España ES France FR Italia IT 日本 (Japan) JP 한국 (Korea) KR Maghreb MG United Kingdom UK United States US Region: BC Show/Hide All Canada Alberta British Columbia Québec (en français) Follow Newsletters Get Canada British ColumbiaNewsletters Email address Enter Email Address Huffington Post Search Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search iOS app Android app More Log in Create Account Notifications 0 $USERNAME Profile Settings Logout FRONT PAGE Politics Ford Still Doesn't Understand Racism 51 Unvetted Judge Joins Supreme Court 43 Kenney Posts Photos Of Iraqi Children To Make Case For ISIL Airstrikes 91 Clinton: Canadian Help In ISIL Fight 'Indispensable' 44 Canadians Left In A Fog Of War 42 Go to Politics More in Politics The Pulse Stephen Harper You Might Also Like US Politics UK Politics Business Porn Company Has A Raunchy Deal For Air Canada Pilots 3 Sun News Just Lost Its Main Source Of Content; What Now? 49 Canadian Cities Surprisingly Unpopular Destinations For Workers 0 This Is How You Rack Up U.S. Roaming Charges While In Canada 14 Look What China Might Actually Build 47 Go to Business More in Business Small Business Money You Might Also Like Tech TechCrunch Autoblog WorldPost Spanish Nurse First To Contract Ebola Outside West Africa 518 It's Been 3 Weeks Since Anyone's Seen Kim And Rumors Are Swirling 91 3 New Findings On ISIS Weapons That You Should Know About 0 Kurds Face Massacre In Syrian Border Town As Turkey Just Watches 334 American Held Hostage By ISIS: 'I Am Obviously Pretty Scared To Die' 70 Go to WorldPost More in WorldPost Foreign Affairs World Elections Arab Uprising Afghanistan War Syria Crisis You Might Also Like Travel Impact Living 100 Pumpkin Carvings That Will Inspire You 0 Fried Maple Leaves Are A Delicacy In Japan, And We're Jealous 6 WATCH: HuffPost Readers School Us On Toronto's Real Must-Eats 2 Toronto Dubbed Fourth Most Livable City In The World 0 33 Signs You Live In Liberty Village 1 Go to Living You Might Also Like Healthy Living Food Recipes Divorce Women Parentdish Green Post50 Weddings Style Best Halloween Costumes For Men And Women 0 Most Offensive Products In Retail 3 Canadian Model Coco Rocha Is Pregnant! 4 LOOK: Matthew McConaughey Wears 'Dazed And Confused' T-Shirt 1 Go to Style More in Style Beauty Fashion Celeb Style Entertaining and Etiquette Stylelist Canada Wedding Style Home Style You Might Also Like Style (U.S.) Weddings Stylelist Canada Entertainment Kris Jenner Opens Up About The Late Robert Kardashian 6 Blake Lively Is Pregnant! 30 Mariah Carey Proves She's Not Lip-Synching 42 Is This Where George Clooney And Amal Alamuddin Honeymooned? 7 Pregnant Kelly Rowland Poses Topless In Black And White Photo Shoot 2 Go to Entertainment You Might Also Like Music Celebrity TV Moviefone Arts The Glamorous History Of Pin-Up Like You've Never Seen It Before 3 1 Here Are A Bunch Of F*cking Delightful Artsy Cat Photos. You're Welcome. 3 This Is What It Really Looks Like To Be A Modern Day Nun 8 New Animation-Inspired Art Show Will Make You Yearn For Saturday Morning Cartoons 0 Go to Arts You Might Also Like Books Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Religion Alberta 20 Puppies Found Abandoned In Field 6 Anti-Abortion Postcard Targets Tory MP.. Again 26 Mystery 'GPO Girl' Turns Up In Calgary 3 Major Saskatchewan Train Derailment 2 Dozens Of Dead Cats Found, Another 62 Euthanized 0 Go to Alberta More in Alberta Alberta Politics Alberta Business Alison Redford Calgary Edmonton British Columbia B.C. Teen Killed By Train Was Wearing Headphones, Texting: RCMP 13 Anthem Singer's Fall Is Lesson In Showmanship 3 Pastafarian Loses B.C. Driver's Licence Over Holy Colander 0 Elderly Asian Women Attacked In Vancouver 0 Lawyers Of Convicted Surrey Six Gangsters Want Mistrial 3 Go to British Columbia More in British Columbia B.C. Politics B.C. Business Christy Clark Vancouver All Sections News Canada Politics Canada Business US Politics US Business World Media Sports Education Crime Weird News Good News Daily Finance Entertainment Entertainment Music TV Celebrity Comedy Arts Books Moviefone Life & Style Living Style Home Healthy Living Taste Weddings Travel Parents Divorce HuffPost 50 Marlo Thomas OWN Tech & Science Tech Science Green Techcrunch Engadget TUAW Joystiq Voices Impact Women Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Religion College Teen Local Quebec (French) Calgary Montreal Ottawa Toronto Vancouver Winnipeg Mapquest Patch.com Our Mobile Apps: iPhone iPad HuffPost Live iPad Android Phone Android Tablet British Columbia B.C. Politics B.C. Business Christy Clark Vancouver Anthem Singer's Fall Is Lesson In Showmanship 2014-10-05 23:32:54 Pastafarian Loses B.C. Driver's Licence Over Holy Colander 2014-10-06 20:10:58 B.C. Teen Killed By Train Was Wearing Headphones, Texting: RCMP 2014-10-07 02:49:46 45 Signs You're A Vancouver Canucks Fan 2014-10-04 00:27:49 Elderly Asian Women Attacked In Vancouver 2014-10-06 17:25:49 When It Comes to Jumbo Glacier Resort, All Questions Lead Back To Powerful Minister 2014-10-06 15:46:02 Aldergrove School Playground Condemned 2014-10-06 17:50:31 Vancouver Mom Who Killed Her 2 Babies Sentenced 2014-10-07 13:46:41 LOOK: Stunning Scenes By B.C.'s October Photographer 2014-10-03 14:22:55 This Derelict Van 'Home' Costs $550/Month To Rent In B.C. 2014-10-03 16:05:46 Officer Admits Abusing Authority While Shoving Woman 2014-10-06 18:41:58 Recognize This Photo? Here's The Story Behind It 2014-10-03 16:58:41 Premier Denies Downplaying B.C. LNG Expectations 2014-10-06 20:57:52 Lawyers Of Convicted Surrey Six Gangsters Want Mistrial 2014-10-06 18:59:52 LOOK: Old Vancouver Bank's New Life 2014-10-03 17:52:32 Previous Story Next Story The Blog Featuring fresh takes and real-time analysis from HuffPost's signature lineup of contributors Steven Burton Become a fan Creator of Icicle, the HACCP Food Safety Platform Email B.C. Teachers' Strike Is Epic Struggle Of Dinosaurs Posted: 09/15/2014 7:09 pm EDT Updated: 09/15/2014 7:59 pm EDT Glow Images, Inc via Getty Images Share Tweet Email Comment tumblr reddit Sixty-five million years ago, a triceratops and a Tyrannosaurus rex fought it out as the Cretaceous period came to a end. Neither realized their struggle was futile since they were both about to become extinct. The B.C. teachers' strike is another epic struggle of dinosaurs as the Ministry of Education and teachers' union are locked in bitter dispute over issues that have little significance since the market for education has fundamentally changed. Knowledge used to be a scarce resource, carefully passed from mentor to pupil -- much as a cup of water is passed down a line of people. Each person had to be careful not to spill any while the rare individual was so fortunate as to add a few new drops before passing the cup on to the next generation. Suddenly, due to the Internet, the body of available knowledge has become an enormous ocean. Our children are bobbing in the current, joining with friends to form groups that change form and composition as freely as water flows. They are finding new ways to navigate the sea of information, communicate, and collaborate. Adults are largely sinking in the sea of information. Many are unable or unwilling to adapt the new information-rich environment. For the first time in human history, students are able to acquire and internalize information more rapidly than their teachers, yet governments and unions desperately cling to the debris of the old education model as if nothing has changed. The issue of class size illustrates the absurdity of the dispute since large classes are caused by the unwillingness of both parties to evolve the education system. Students are still forced to listen to often mediocre lectures that have been presented a million times before. The waste of teaching hours is staggering since the technology exists to enable the very best lecturer in the world to be recorded once and then viewed by millions of students at leisure. If teachers were only released from the burden of preparing and delivering lectures, they would have more time to work one-on-one with students and classes could be smaller. Much of the curriculum is still focused on memorizing information that can be looked up online in a few seconds, teaching skills of dubious benefit to the students, and helping students work toward acquiring credentials solely for the purpose of meeting antiquated post-secondary requirements. Advisers help students work towards degrees to secure jobs that no longer offer security and the curriculum drives students away from careers in the sciences by imposing arcane math prerequisites that have been unnecessary since the advent of computers. The 19th-century education model is not the best way to deliver education in the 21st century. The system could be made much more efficient, enabling smaller class sizes and higher teacher pay without requiring the expenditure of additional resources. But the situation is even more desperate. Today we know the human brain can reform itself to suit its environment. Children are constantly processing information from parallel streams at high speed. This behaviour has physiological effects on the brain as their ability to sift through huge quantities of information is enhanced while their ability to focus on long linear activities like listening to lectures or reading books is diminished. Many simply can't do it for any length of time. Obviously, some children do have problems that limit their abilities but the prevalence of ADHD has more than doubled since 1994, with much of the increase occurring in the last decade -- precisely aligned with the widespread adoption of Internet technologies. It seems clear that this increase is not so much an epidemic but a symptom of the human brain's evolution as it gracefully adapts to our new information-rich environment. Given these changes, we shouldn't force children to memorize anything they can look up online in 30 seconds or less, do anything by hand that a computer can do better (beyond what is required to demonstrate an understanding of the concepts involved), suffer through closed book exams, or carry backpacks crammed with 40 lbs. of textbooks. We must ensure that every child has access to Internet-enabled technology, can access the very best content, and achieves their learning objectives using whatever medium suits best. Of course, Internet safety is a major concern. Students need to learn how to identify poor sources and search effectively and these should be added to the curriculum. Concentration and social interaction should also be taught to balance some of the negative aspects of the changes overtaking us. Much of this seems obvious to students. Most administrators and educators are also well aware of what needs to happen, although many teachers are afraid and overwhelmed. The real obstacles are government bureaucracies and unions, both of whom ferociously resist change. The result is that half a million children are sitting at home watching the government and union fight it out to preserve their influence over a largely irrelevant system. Sadly, nothing is likely to change in the immediate future so we must resolve the dispute and get out children back to school. Hopefully, the parties will learn something from this experience and move towards a more effective education model before our children's future becomes extinct. Unfortunately, I'm not hopeful that any meaningful change will happen in the near future. ALSO ON HUFFPOST: Close  'First Day Of School' For B.C. Public Students, 2014 of   "First day of kindergarten" in Victoria, B.C. on Sept. 2, 2014. Half a million public school students are in limbo as teachers continue their strike in a contract dispute with the provincial government. "First day" of Grade 4 and 2 in Vancouver #homeschool #bced #teacherstrike "I have 5 year old twins who should have started K this year, they didn’t. Their childcare provider had a new job as of Sept 2 so I was left filling a gap with a high school student who is also left in the cold with the teachers strike." "First day of classes" on Salt Spring Island "We are three hours in and I can tell you now, we won't make it indefinitely. We didn't sign up for homeschooling. We will not be able to offer our kids education without the help of someone trained to do it," blogs Julie Nowell. "My kid’s non-first day of school (Grades 1 and 3) was spent protesting down in Victoria at the Christy’s Classroom rally." "first day of school. He's happy watching bugs bunny." Doing math at home in Cloverdale. "Didn't even want to get dressed." "This is how we spent what should have been the first day of school." A crowd rallies at the B.C. legislature in Victoria. "First day of school" in North Vancouver "Not how we were hoping to spend the day." Grade 2 in Duncan "Mom, when am I going back to school?" This was my kids' first day of school today. We made signs and took them to the rally at (Education Minister Peter) Fassbender's office. Not how we wanted to start off the school year! Kids draw chalk outlines as they join with their parents, teachers and politicians at a rally on the B.C. Legislature lawn in Victoria, B.C., September 2, 2014 during what should be the first day of classes across the province. Cleo Petric-Neighbour, left, and her friend Milan Gill, both six years old and entering Grade 1 at Lord Roberts Elementary School hold signs while attending a rally at the Vancouver Art Gallery on Tuesday, Sept. 2, 2014. Emma Jackson, 14, entering Grade 10 at Windermere Secondary School, holds a sign with purposely misspelled words. Some striking teachers protested outside MLA offices. Send us your "first day of school" photos in B.C. Or tag them #HuffPostBC on Twitter or Instagram  Share  Tweet  ✖ Advertisement Share this ✖ close Current Slide Related blogs on The Huffington Post B.C.: Do B.C. Parents Have To Buy Toilet Paper Soon As Part Of School Supplies? - Carolyn Moeller, mother, community volunteer Christy Clark Is Balancing The Budget At The Expense of Kids and Teachers - Raffi Cavoukian, singer, author I Served To Help Children Attend School Abroad, But Am Helpless In B.C. - Dan Nickel, retired army mechanic I Can Love My Kids, But I Can't Teach Them Grade 6 Math - Julie Nowell, parent Dear Christy Clark, You And I Disagree On What Taxes Should Be Used For - Lizanne Foster, teacher B.C. Teachers' Strike Violates My Right To Education - Callista Ryan, student Like Everyone Else, I Want This Dispute To End - Peter Fassbender, B.C. education minister This MasterChef Wishes She Had A Different Conversation With Christy Clark - Danielle Cardozo, mom, entrepreneur, blogger Follow Steven Burton on Twitter: www.twitter.com/icicleBsafe More: B.C. Teachers Strike 2014 BC Politics Bc Teacher Strike Internet Learning BC Teachers Strike Bc Teacher Strike 2014 Bc Education BC Teachers Teachers Strike Bc 2014 Teacher Strike Bc Teachers Strike BC   Click here to view Conversations Conversations Most Popular B.C. Teen Killed By Train Was Wearing Headphones, Texting: RCMP Facebook Anthem Singer's Fall Is Lesson In Showmanship YouTube Pastafarian Loses B.C. Driver's Licence Over Holy Colander YouTube LOOK: Stunning Scenes By B.C.'s October Photographer David Chang Photography Elderly Asian Women Attacked In Vancouver Nastco via Getty Images Lawyers Of Convicted Surrey Six Gangsters Want Mistrial Darryl Dyck/CP LOOK: Old Vancouver Bank's New Life Jason Statler When It Comes to Jumbo Glacier Resort, All Questions Lead Back To Powerful Minister Caillum Smith | Flickr Vancouver Mom Who Killed Her 2 Babies Sentenced CityTV YouTube Aldergrove School Playground Condemned North Otter Elementary Facebook This Derelict Van 'Home' Costs $550/Month To Rent In B.C. Bill Everitt Petronas Threatens To Delay B.C. LNG Project By A Decade MyLoupe/UIG via Getty Images 45 Signs You're A Vancouver Canucks Fan Getty Images Intruder Dies After Being Caught By Homeowner, Neighbour Shutterstock / sculpies Recognize This Photo? Here's The Story Behind It Claude P. Dettloff/CP/National Archives of Canada Stanley Park Pedestrian Dies After Crash With Cyclist Getty Premier Denies Downplaying B.C. LNG Expectations Jonathan Hayward/CP Vancouver Is The Reason Alyssa Milano Quit TV Show Paul Archuleta via Getty Images City Of Vancouver Taking Arbutus Corridor Fight To Court Darryl Dyck/The Canadian Press Vancouver Mayor Focuses On Pipelines For Re-Election Campaign Vision Vancouver Facebook FOLLOW HUFFPOST Email Email Address Options HuffPost Daily Brief British Columbia Get top stories and blog posts emailed to me each day.. Facebook HuffPost British Columbia Twitter HuffPost Follow British Columbia Follow Google Plus HuffPost British Columbia RSS The Huffington Post British Columbia All RSS / Feeds Phone Available on the App Store Android App on Google Play Get it at Blackberry App World Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search advertise log in make HuffPost your home page RSS careers FAQ user agreement privacy policy comment policy about us about our ads contact us Copyright ©2014 TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. "The Huffington Post" is a registered trademark of TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. All rights reserved. Part of HPMG News Use this form to alert a HuffPost editor about a factual or typographical error in this story. Notify message * Required * * * What kind of error is this? Choose an option Factual or typographical Comment moderation problem Rights and permissions Other * What is the correction? 0 count Describe the error here (1,000 character limit) * Type the words below so we know you are not a cyborg Sign me up for The Huffington Post's Daily Brief Thank you!)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141007,plus.google.com,https://plus.google.com/+HuffingtonpostCa/,The Huffington Post Canada - Google+ Search Images Maps Play YouTube News Gmail Drive More Calendar Translate Mobile Books Wallet Shopping Blogger Finance Photos Videos Even more » Account Options Sign in Help Send Feedback Web History Profile Home Profile People Photos Communities Events Hangouts Pages Local Settings Feedback Help  ·  Region Privacy & Terms  ·  Maps Terms The Huffington Post Canada 2,682 followers|143,746 views Profile The Huffington Post Canada http://www.huffingtonpost.ca/ 2,682 followers|143,746 views AboutPostsPhotosVideos Stream The Huffington Post CanadaShared publicly  -  2014-01-28  #Olympics  #2014Olympics  #SochiOlympics   We look back at the top 10 Canadian Winter Olympic moments! What's your number 1?  http://huff.to/1nb91BV #Olympics  #SochiOlympics #2014Olympics﻿Read moreShow less The Huffington Post Canada's photos 4 2 comments Jasmina Josic + 1 2 1 Reply   Help for Serbia ~ pomozi Srbiji http://floodrelief.gov.rs/﻿ Read moreShow less Add a comment... The Huffington Post CanadaShared publicly  -  2014-01-14  #Oilsands  #canada  #tarsands   "You can either believe me and the First Nations people or you can believe the oil companies and the Canadian government." — Neil Young READ THE FULL STORY: http://huff.to/1aCGvnD #Oilsands  #canada #tarsands﻿Read moreShow less The Huffington Post Canada's photos 6 2 13 comments wolftongue Brennan + 0 1 0 Reply   Stay the hell up there.  Our border patrol will keep your smelly ass out of the #one  country in the world. judy eats moose dick.﻿ Read moreShow less Add a comment... The Huffington Post CanadaShared publicly  -  2013-12-16  #CanadianPolitics  #Poverty  #Minister   "Certainly, we want to make sure that kids go to school full-bellied, but is that always the government's job to be there to serve people their breakfast? Is it my job to feed my neighbour's child? I don't think so." — Minister James Moore #CanadianPolitics  ﻿Read moreShow less LOOK: Tory Minister Ripped Over Child Poverty Remarks huffingtonpost.ca 1 1 comment Poiv Ree + 0 1 0 Reply   Child poverty is a social policy issue. Mr. Moore knows it and he isn't going to enact any legislation that will make a difference to any poor kids.﻿ Read moreShow less Add a comment... The Huffington Post CanadaShared publicly  -  2013-12-10  #obama  #mandela   A historic handshake! http://huff.to/J1hrvN #obama  #mandela﻿Read moreShow less The Huffington Post Canada's photos 6 1 1 comment Luis Reyes + 0 1 0 Reply   Great, more fuel for the fire of conservative hatred.﻿ Read moreShow less Add a comment... The Huffington Post CanadaShared publicly  -  2013-12-02  #Alberta  #winteriscoming  #Blizzard   A huge storm is set to hit Alberta #alberta   #winteriscoming  ﻿Read moreShow less BLIZZARD huffingtonpost.ca 2 1 Add a comment... The Huffington Post CanadaShared publicly  -  2013-11-28  #Nature   Geese tsunami!!! http://huff.to/1hkOXvn #Nature﻿Read moreShow less The Huffington Post Canada's photos 4 1 1 comment Judy Momot + 1 2 1 Reply   Wow think of the goose poo.﻿ Read moreShow less Add a comment... In their circles 82 people Chicago Tribune CTV Olympics MPR News Have them in circles 2,682 people The Huffington Post CanadaShared publicly  -  2014-01-23  #Olympics  #Sochi2014   Three-time gold medalist Hayley Wickenheiser will be Canada's flag bearer for the Sochi 2014 Olympics http://huff.to/1jF3mBf﻿Read moreShow less The Huffington Post Canada's photos 11 1 Add a comment... The Huffington Post CanadaShared publicly  -  2014-01-09  #Professor   "In order to meet an instance of a religious requirement we have tacitly accepted a negative definition of females. That's not acceptable."﻿Read moreShow less Professor Denies Student Request To Be Separated From Women huffingtonpost.ca 3 Add a comment... The Huffington Post CanadaShared publicly  -  2014-01-06   "[The aliens] don’t think we are good stewards of our planet. We’re clear cutting our forests, we’re polluting our rivers and our lakes, and we’re dumping sewage in the oceans. They don’t like that and they made it very clear."﻿Read moreShow less WATCH: 'Aliens Would Give Us More Technology If We Stopped Wars' huffingtonpost.co.uk 1 1 comment Andrea Reyes + 0 1 0 Reply   Hahaha! What about the Illuminati?﻿ Read moreShow less Add a comment... The Huffington Post CanadaShared publicly  -  2013-12-12  #RobFord   Well at least someone called him out on it... #RobFord  ﻿Read moreShow less CBC Host Holds Black's Feet To The Fire Over Ford Interview huffingtonpost.ca 5 1 comment Gary Martin + 1 2 1 Reply   Carol really put it to Lord Black...﻿ Read moreShow less Add a comment... The Huffington Post CanadaShared publicly  -  2013-12-04  #Animals  #Cuteanimals   Wait? What? Why are these three animals hanging out with each other? http://huff.to/1cYu4AH #animals  #Cuteanimals﻿Read moreShow less The Huffington Post Canada's photos 6 1 Add a comment... The Huffington Post CanadaShared publicly  -  2013-11-29  #BlackFriday   Fights, stampedes and more... Just another #BlackFriday  in America. ﻿Read moreShow less Walmart's Black Friday Going About As Badly As You'd Expect huffingtonpost.com 1 1 Add a comment... MoreLoading... People In their circles 82 people Chicago Tribune CTV Olympics MPR News Have them in circles 2,682 people Contact Information Contact info Email canada@huffingtonpost.com Story Tagline The Internet Newspaper, Now In Canada! Introduction The Internet Newspaper. Now in Canada. Links Website http://www.huffingtonpost.ca/ Links The Huffington Post Canada HuffPost Canada Business HuffPost Canada Politics HuffPost Canada Living We were unable to fetch any YouTube videos at this time. Please try again. Videos are visible only to people they've been shared with. We were unable to fetch any videos at this time. Please try again. Start a hangout)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/NewTeachers.aspx?id=31267,BCTF New Teachers' Conference 2013 > Facilitator biographies  	New teachers  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers Aboriginal Education  Bargaining & Collective Agreements  Français  Health & Safety  New Teachers  Opportunities for Members  Pensions Professional Development  Professional Rights & Responsibility  Provincial Specialist Associations  Salary & Benefits  Teachers Teaching On Call  Teaching Resources  For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > New Teachers > Conference 2014   Facilitator biographies Session  Facilitator name  Biography  A01  Lindsay de Visser & Daniel Kamin & Kaylie Streibel Lindsay (M.Ed. in Educational Leadership, SFU) , Dan (M.Sc. Secondary Mathematics, SFU) and Kaylie (M.Ed. in Educational  & Practice, SFU) are secondary teachers with a passion for reflective teaching practice, assessment and evaluation. They have a wide range of experience including Math, Science, English, Modern Languages, Tourism and Learning Assistance. A02  Sarah Lockman Sarah, a member of JW Sporta: Health, Physical Activity and Sport Education Consultants, is involved in the development and implementation of Action Schools! BC and the Premier's Sport Awards Program (p.s.a.p.). She has taught and developed curriculum for elementary, secondary and post-secondary classrooms, and has worked with non-profit organizations to design and implement professional development for educators. She advocates for school communities that promote healthy living, critical thinking, and sustainability. A03  Robin Tosczak Robin's background is in the public service, arts administration, volunteer coordination and social justice. She is an elementary TTOC in Greater Victoria where every day she discovers that kids are awesome and public education is worth fighting for. A04  Werner Kopp Werner is a secondary Social Studies teacher in rural British Columbia with over twenty years of classroom teaching experience. He is also a BCTF workshop facilitator and peer support consultant. A05  Holly Mair Holly has been a teacher for 20 years as a secondary classroom teacher, a secondary teacher librarian, a district support teacher for middle and secondary literacy and most recently as a distributed learning teacher in an online environment with students from Gr.9 to 12. She has been the PD chairperson for 10 years with the Saanich Teachers Association. A06  Marianne Neill TBC A07  Carolyn Sousa Carolyn has worked in Aboriginal Education for the past twelve years and loves to share what she has learned with others. She has been facilitating workshops on Aboriginal Education since 2007. Her ancestry is comprised of European (Icelandic) on her father’s side and Lummi First Nation (Washington), Swedish, British, Welsh, and Scottish on her mother’s. A08  Barbara Mitchell Pollock Barbara got her start in theatre with her marionette “Izzy Gold” on the “Howdy Doody Show”. With her pockets full of experience as a student, workshop director, and teacher, from classes with Augusto Boal to teaching “English in Motion” to International students in Japan, Israel, New Zealand and Camosun College, she credits Drama as an exceptional teacher. A09  Sandy Colclough Sandy has taught Science at the elementary and high school levels for over thirty years, and remembers the frustration of weeding through books and websites for experiments to meet curriculum objectives only to have some fall flat. She is passionate about sharing the potential for exciting, engaging, and successful teaching in Science. A10  Katherine Mulski Katherine is currently pursuing her MEd with a focus on mentoring colleagues in their own classroom research. She has taught in Korea and Trinidad. She is currently teaching grade six Late French Immersion in the Langley School District, working as Digital Literacy Coach for her school as well as a Mentor for SFU Field Programs in Technology. A11  Abigail Bigam Abigail has been teaching middle and elementary school in the Victoria School District for 10 years and has taught drama for 25. Her Masters examined the use of multiple intelligences within process drama and she actively uses drama in her classroom. Abigail works to inspire others to gain comfort in the use of drama to teach across the curriculum. B01  Holly Stibbs Holly has worked as a Faculty Associate with SFU and a Middle Years Learning Support Teacher in Coquitlam. Her current position is a multigrade (3-4-5) ‘neighbourhood’ classroom. Creating a safe classroom learning community is the main focus for the year as research shows that the best learning happens when students feel connected and supported. B02  Sheldon Franken Sheldon has a B.Ed degree in Physical Education and a M.A. degree in Counselling Psychology. Sheldon is an elementary school counsellor with the Delta School District. His passion is using adventure and experiential education to enhance social and emotional learning and the promotion of self-regulation. B03  Kristin Quigley, Joe Winkler and Myriam Dumont   Kristin is a TTOC living in Sointula on Malcolm Island. She has taught students in the elementary schools around the North Island since 1981. In 2013, she began working with the School district neuropsychologist, helping to assess students with special needs. Currently, she is one of four Status of Women representatives working on the BCTF committee for Action on Social Justice. Joe is an "out" father of two teenagers and very active in social justice causes, particularly LGBTQ and poverty issues. Joe has been on the board of Victoria Pride Society for 4 years and has, in addition, coordinated drop-in programs for queer youth in Victoria. He also volunteers at Our Place, a Victoria-area mission for impoverished and homeless people. He has been social justice co-chair for the Saanich Teachers' Association for two years and was instrumental in getting an LGBTQ policy written and passed in the Saanich School District. Joe is in his second year on the BCTF's Committee for Action on Social Justice and travels the province facilitating workshops for teachers wanting to address LGBTQ issues in their classrooms and schools. Last June, Joe teamed up with two other members of CASJ to develop an LGBTQ-inclusive sexual health workshop for teachers.Myriam Dumont has been teaching with the Vancouver School board since 2008. She has taught both in primary and intermediate classrooms as well as in the french immersion program. She is a sexual health educator and is currently finishing her certification with options for sexual health. She has been a BCTF workshop facilitator for several years with the LGBTQ workshops and helped write the teaching sexual health education in schools workshop. She has been an active member of the Pride Education Network.  B04  Kyla Hadden Kyla is an elementary teacher that found her home in a small secondary school in the North Okanagan. She currently teaches a variety of English and Social studies courses and works as a literacy specialist in her district. B05  Ken Lees Ken, a 15 year teacher in Alberta and British Columbia, has taught in elementary and secondary classrooms. He worked in social services before heeding the call to teach. He currently works as a district curriculum resource teacher in the Comox Valley. B06/C06  Chris Stolz Chris teaches Spanish, English and Social Justice 12 at Tamanawis in Surrey. He recently switched his entire Spanish program over to TPRS with great success, and is a member of the Lower Mainland TPRS Working Group.When not teaching, he climbs, plays mandolin, and makes beer. B07  Wendy Adams Wendy has been teaching in Powell River for over 20 years. Her passion is teaching young children and sharing new learning with colleagues. She is currently the Professional Development Coordinator, Literacy Support teacher and Changing Results for Young Readers Advocate for her district. Wendy is also the vice president of the BC Primary Teachers Association. B08  BCTF Staff   B09  Paddy McCallum Paddy is a secondary teacher as well as Professional Development & Mentorship Chair for SD 46 (Sunshine Coast). He is also a BCTF facilitator for the PQT Inquiry Program and SURTs. B10  Beverley Bunker Beverley teaches Grade 7 Late French Immersion in Surrey. She is passionate about building relationships and transforming student learning. She uses Web 2.0 tools such as Twitter, blogging, and Skype to teach media literacy and to make learning meaningful to her students. A lifelong learner who sees mistakes as part of the learning process and passion as necessary in life, she is currently working on her M.Ed. in Creative, Critical, Collaborative Inquiry. B11  Alison Davies Alison is the coordinator of the New Teacher Mentoring Project jointly sponsored by the BCTF, UBC and the BC Superintendents' Association. As coordinator, Alison works with school districts to develop sustainable mentorship programs and facilitates workshops around BC focusing on effective mentorship for teachers. C01  Amanda Long  Amanda is an experienced TTOC, a member of the BCTF TTOC Advisory Committee as well as local TTOC Committee Chair in Coquitlam. She enjoys presenting to new teachers and sharing her experiences in a fun and engaging way. C02   Tamara Forsyth Jacobsen Tamara has a Masters in Leadership, with a focus on Aboriginal and Women's Leadership. She has been teaching as an Aboriginal Education Support Teacher with School District No. 46 (Sunshine Coast) since 2001. She was an instructor and department head at Canadian International College for 11 years, and taught Indigenous Studies and Intercultural Studies. In addition to teaching, Tamara is both on the board and volunteers as a conference facilitator with the Restorative Justice Program of the Sunshine Coast. C03  Faith Garriock Faith  has been a leader in 21st skill development for more than 20 years.She has facilitated creativity workshops acroos Canada, including the Yukon. Her workshops are fun, engaging,and easily transfeered to the classroom with proven outcomes. C04  Paula Neuman Paula taught in the Langley and Rocky Mountain school districts in B.C. and in the Regina School District in Saskatchewan. Now as the Humane Education Manager for the BC SPCA, she uses her passion for education and animals to develop curriculum linked units for the classroom. C05  Kerry Richardson After 25 years of joyful classroom teaching, Kerry now works in Field Service Division in the BCTF, assisting local presidents to protect the right of our members to conditions of employment that enable them focus on the work they love. C06  Chris Stolz Chris teaches Spanish, English and Social Justice 12 at Tamanawis in Surrey. He recently switched his entire Spanish program over to TPRS with great success, and is a member of the Lower Mainland TPRS Working Group.When not teaching, he climbs, plays mandolin, and makes beer. C07  Susan Armstrong Susan  has taught Home Economics for 30 years in Mission School District. She has been involved in the Home Economics PSA, THESA, for many years and given workshops all over the lower mainland and Fraser Valley. She will be joined by her teaching partner-in-crime, Ying Mark, who is eager to share her wealth of experience, before she retires, this spring! C08  Mary Berg & Carol McAndrew Mary holds a Graduate Diploma in Education from New Zealand and a Master of Education from SFU. She has worked in Special Education for several Okanagan school districts and is currently a Learning Assistance Teacher for the Central Okanagan School District in Kelowna.She is Second Vice President and Crosscurrents Conference Speakers’ Coordinator for the BC Special Education Association.Carol McAndrew has taught for over 30 years in many areas of the province. Carol has written a book titled, 'Speaking and Learning the FASD Way'. She has presented throughout BC and internationally on dealing with students with FASD, Autism, Tourette's Syndrome and Differentiated Instruction including adapting and modifying curriculum. C09  Kathy Chmelyk & Patti Ann Plowman Kathy is the teacher-librarian at Fraser Lake Elementary-Secondary School. She also teaches FSL, Leadership and Tutoring. She was the FLESS BCTF Inquiry Group Chairperson and has team taught several class inquiry projects. PattiAnn is an elementary teacher at Fraser Lake Elementary-Seconday School, she has taught grades 4-12. Besides being department head, she is also the Literacy Coach and a member of the school NOII team. C10  Violette Baillargeon Violette is a Continuing Education teacher at Invergarry School in Surrey. She teaches Foundations in English level 6 to a varied group of adult students and spent 10 years teaching Secondary French and Spanish in the interior of BC.Violette is passionate about teacher activism and a proud advocate for public education. C11  Janice Hiscott Janice is a primary teacher in Surrey. She has taught grade 2 for over 10 years and has also taught Kindergarten and Music. Janice is currently one of the Math Mentors at her school is always interested in learning more about kids, teaching, and Math. D01  Carol Johns Honorary Life Member and Past President of the BC Primary Teachers' Association. Active member of the PSA Executive, Cranbrook District Teachers' Professional Development Co chair, Local Association Representative D02  Amanda Long TBC D03  Kristin Wiens Kristin is a Curriculum Coordinator for the Sooke School District. She supports Integration Support and classroom teachers from Kindergarten to Grade 12. She facilitates workshops on a variety of topics including diversity, self-regulation, transitions and PATHs (Planning Alternative Tomorrows with Hope). She is currently researching mindfulness in the classroom. D04  Denise Hendry Denise has been teaching in Tsimpshian Territory for 22 years. She is currently teaching in Terrace a Grade 6 class. Denise sits on two BCTF committees: Aboriginal Education and Peer support. She enjoys traveling the province and facilitating workshops for the BCTF. D05  Eric Schofield Eric will be completing his Bachelor of Education degree at UBC in 2013. He specializes in Human Geography and Home Economics. As an educator, he believes that a hands-on learning environment is the most effective way to engage students and allow them to learn through both practical and theoretical methods. D06  Werner Kopp Werner is a secondary Social Studies teacher in rural British Columbia with over twenty years of classroom teaching experience. He is also a BCTF workshop facilitator and peer support consultant. D07  Paddy McCallum Paddy is a secondary teacher as well as Professional Development & Mentorship Chair for SD 46 (Sunshine Coast). He is also a BCTF facilitator for the PQT Inquiry Program and SURTs. D08  Darren Laur Darren is currently a serving Staff Sergeant with the Victoria City Police Department with over 27 years of law enforcement experience. An internationally recognized safety expert/advocate, award winning published author and international keynote speaker, who specializes in the area of internet & Social Media Safety, Darren is a respected safety resource to businesses, government, schools, school districts and law enforcement in Canada. D09  Sherri Kinney Sheri is a teacher-librarian at Cowichan Secondary School in Duncan. She is interested in popular culture, information technology, English language studies, and psychology. She loves words. D10  Nicolas Fortin Nicolas est conseiller pédagogique du CS de Nanaimo/Ladysmith et il a enseigné autant en immersion qu’au programme francophone. D’un point de vue scientifique, il s’intéresse à la sociologie de la salle de classe et, plus particulièrement, à la motivation des élèves d’apprendre dans une langue seconde ou minoritaire. D11  Ann-Marie Hunter Ann-Marie, from Kamloops, started her teaching career as a high school Math teacher and once she transferred to intermediate grades, she never looked back! She finds the amazing spirit of Grade 4–7 students to be inspiring. Teaching them provides a wonderful opportunity to help children become confident learners; in particular, she strives to help all kids love Math! E01  Dana Mulder & Robyn Wharram Dana and Robyn are Vancouver teachers with almost 10 years of TTOC experience between them. They both come from a background in environmental education and have worked in many different contexts, including elementary schools, summer school, and extra-curricular settings. As active members of their local union's Teachers Teaching-on-Call Committee, they really understand the issues and challenges TTOC's face today in BC. E02  Carol Arnold & Janet Stromquist Carol is of Metis background and has taught Social Studies, English and French in both Alberta and B.C. for the past 25 years. She is currently a member of BCTF's Social Justice Committee as a member of the Status of Women subcommittee and she was a member of the Aboriginal Education Advisory Committee for six years. Carol is teaching high school on Salt Spring Island. E03  Jonathan Vervaet A high school English / Social Studies teacher, Jonathan currently works as a Faculty Associate in the PDP program at SFU. He sees assessment as foundational to effective and powerful learning. He believes it is important to reflect on the assessment methods we use so that we are helping ALL students reach their potential. E04  Lucie Ferrari Luci (BA, MA) has been an educator for 15 years. She taught in France, in Wisconsin (USA) and in British Columbia for the last seven years . Lucie has been facilitating a BCTF workshop facilitator since 2009 and one of her passions is to work on Social Justice issues in Education. She loves collaborating with other teachers from all parts of BC and she does not like wasting time (like most teachers). E05  Jozsef Budai & Gordana Stanisic Jozsef is currently the Social Studies Department Head at Alpha Secondary School in Burnaby. He is a member of the BCSSTA Executive and is the newly-appointed BC representative to the national executive of Canadian Geographic Education, the education arm of the Royal Canadian Geographical Society. Gordana is currently the Department Head of English at Alpha Secondary School and the chair of the Alpha Secondary Literacy Committee. E06  Christine Abbot Christine is a middle level educator. She has been working in Coquitlam's MACC (Middle Level Gifted Cluster Classes) program for the past four years and she has a background in special education. Christine has a Master in Education Leadership with a focus on student service and parental engagement. E07  Leslie Ikeda Leslie, a secondary teacher-librarian, is currently the President of the Coquitlam Teacher-Librarian Association. In addition to working in the library, she has taught English, ESL, Drama 9, and Japanese 9. She believes that it is critical that we help develop responsible, thoughtful, and informed citizens. E08  BCTF Staff, Marcia Toms   E09  TBC TBC E10  Kathy Chmelyk Kathy is the teacher-librarian at Fraser Lake Elementary-Secondary School. She also teaches FSL, Leadership and Tutoring. She was the FLESS BCTF Inquiry Group Chairperson and has team taught several class inquiry projects.  E11  Maja Tusek Maja is a K-7 Prep and Technology teacher at Heritage Elementary in Prince George. She has been teaching technology focused Project Based Learning for the past two years and has used many tech programs in her classroom with a variety of grades. F01  Werner Kopp Werner is a secondary Social Studies teacher in rural British Columbia with over twenty years of classroom teaching experience. He is also a BCTF workshop facilitator and peer support consultant. F02  Sean Smith Sean is currently a Resource Teacher in Vancouver. Over the past 18 years he has worked in a variety of roles as an educator, and has used technology with students from Gr. 2 to 10. His workshops have been attended by teachers from K-12, support staff, administrators and district staff. Currently, he is teaching computer classes to four divisions from Grades 2 to 7. F03  Angela Gomez Angela has facilitated with the BCTF and other organizations on topics that include Media Literacy, Global Education and Cross-Cultural issues. Recently, she has been living in rural Ecuador training teachers in Environmental Education and working with community leaders to establish a women's weaving cooperative. She spent some time teaching in the Stikine District and currently, is a TTOC in Surrey. F04  Corrie Macdonald Corrie teaches at Kamloops Online Learning. As an online teacher, she has written courses for her school and the BC Learning Network.She is finishing her Masters in Distance Education.This program has helped her to clarify her strong belief in student- centered learning accompanied with projects and balancing the presentation with the use of technology. She is excited to share her experiences and knowledge. F05  Amber Freer Amber currently works as a TTOC on Vancouver Island. She has taught all ages including college level, in different provinces in Canada as well as a summer class in South Korea.While living in Saskatchewan, Amber completed a series of mediation classes and volunteered for a non-profit organization as a coach for their Level One mediation workshops. Amber completed Level 2 at the Justice Institute of British Columbia and is currently a volunteer mediator for the BCTF. F06  Stephan Baker Stephan has been going into classrooms since the year 2000 to teach students and their teachers how to draw, and how to integrate art into more of the curriculum. It is his belief that if you can draw circles, squares and triangles then you can draw just about anything that you can see. F07  Jessica Wollen Jessica  is a dynamic and innovative workshop leader and facilitator. She is a sought-after public speaker who is often featured on radio talk shows, creates meaningful experiences for large groups at conferences, and inspires change at workshops for organizations. A Teacher and Certified Sexual Health Educator by trade, with a degree in Cultural Anthropology and a Minor in Learning Disabilities, Jessica is founder and owner of Shift Education, a company dedicated to the cultivation of healthy communities through meaningful health education. F08  Ashley MacKenzie Ashley holds a B.A. and B.Ed  from UBC. She has taught Core French, English, and Social Studies for the Surrey School District. Having taught at three schools in three years - plus summer school - Ashley has varied experience and unique insights to share. F09  Colleen Maybin Colleen is the Director of Education, Vancouver Opera. She has worked in a variety of educational settings including the Vancouver School Board, UBC’s Department of Education, the Sarah McLachlan School of Music. While in London, England she held the position of Arts College Manager at the Camden Community School and worked in partnership with the The Royal Shakespeare Company and Central St. Martin’s College of Art and Design as well as emerging modern ensemble Chroma. Her work earned her an Arts Works award from Central St. Martin’s College of Art and Design in 2011. F10  Nicolas Fortin Nicolas est conseiller pédagogique du CS de Nanaimo/Ladysmith et il a enseigné autant en immersion qu’au programme francophone. D’un point de vue scientifique, il s’intéresse à la sociologie de la salle de classe et, plus particulièrement, à la motivation des élèves d’apprendre dans une langue seconde ou minoritaire. F11  Kerri Lanaway & Vanessa Lee Kerri teaches Science and outdoor education at Burnaby Mountain Secondary. Vanessa is a Parks Interpretation Leader with Metro Vancouver Regional Parks. They have combined experiences working with Sierra Club BC, Wild BC, Vancouver Aquarium, Ontario Provincial Parks and the Richmond, Coquitlam and Burnaby School Districts. Vanessa is on the executive committees of the Young Naturalists' Club, Interpretation Canada and both are EEPSA (Environmental Educators Provincial Specialist Association) executive committee members.   About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141008,thetyee.ca,http://thetyee.ca/Opinion/2014/10/03/Fighting-Ebola/?utm_source=fb-page-editor-post&utm_medium=fb-page&utm_campaign=fb-10-2014,Our Best Shot at Fighting Ebola | The Tyee About Advertise Follow Support RSS Topic Aboriginal Affairs BC Election 2013 BC Politics Education Energy Environment Federal Politics Film Food Gender + Sexuality Health Housing Labour + Industry Local Economy Media Municipal Politics Music Photo Essays Podcasts Politics Rights + Justice Science + Tech Transportation Travel Urban Planning + Architecture News Culture Opinion National MediaCheck Solutions Join Craving crack civic election coverage? Help fund it... Opinion Our Best Shot at Fighting Ebola Put simply, we can no longer afford to let the virus decimate West Africa's health care and economy. By Crawford Kilian, 3 Oct 2014, TheTyee.ca   Tweet In a region with countless endemic diseases, those diseases now have nothing stopping them. Photo by Global Panorama, Creative Commons licensed. Ebola Outbreak: Lessons from the Hot Zone Globalization, deforestation, explosive growth, bats. This terrible epidemic has many technicians. Ebola Outbreak: This Is Just the Prequel Pay attention, for West Africa's crisis is the first of many we'll have to deal with. News of Guinea Outbreak Should've Gone Viral Global health community must intervene to help citizens of developing nations get the message. Read more: Health, North American media blew up on Sept. 30 when the U.S. Centers for Disease Control announced that a patient in Texas had become the first person to be diagnosed with Ebola outside Africa. Next day, the Liberian government named the unlucky man: Thomas Eric Duncan, who had recently quit his job in Monrovia and flown to the U.S. to visit family members. Before leaving Liberia, however, he had helped carry his landlady's pregnant, convulsing daughter out of a car, thereby making himself a link in a chain of cases. Duncan didn't know it, but he was bringing us a message: Poor countries like Liberia are a threat to rich countries like the U.S. and Canada, simply because they're poor. The Duncan case made Ebola real to North Americans. The West African outbreak started in Guinea in December 2013, and wasn't recognized until March 22. According to the World Health Organization, in late September the disease had sickened at least 7,157 person and killed at least 3,330; the real counts are believed to be probably triple those numbers. As health reporter André Picard observed, Ebola in Dallas is a soap opera, with the real drama in Africa. Yet the rest of the world didn't really pay attention until Duncan arrived. We have come to regard Africa as a place where poor black people with AIDS suffer endless wars presided over by corrupt politicians and violent fanatics. West Africa's Ebola has made the news because it is now the biggest such outbreak since the virus was first identified in 1976. In the media, if it bleeds, it leads -- and Ebola victims bleed a lot. The disease also exploits the natural human traits of its victims and their families. We like to touch and hug one another, especially when comforting the sick. Many African cultures show their love and respect for the dead by ritually washing and dressing the bodies. An Ebola victim isn't contagious while the virus is incubating, which takes two to 21 days. But once symptoms appear, so does the virus -- in any bodily fluid -- and at death the victim is extremely contagious. In moving the patient, cleaning up the patient's mess, and even in preparing the patient's body for burial, other people expose themselves to the disease. In Sierra Leone, over 300 cases were directly traced to a traditional healer who caught Ebola while trying to cure it; her funeral was attended by hundreds who bathed and touched her corpse. Liberia has suffered the highest burden so far -- about 3,700 cases and 1,998 deaths. Yet the real threat of Ebola is not the numbers it's sickening and killing. I'll get to that in a minute. In 2012, malaria killed 1,725 Liberians, up from just 345 in 2008. Almost 4,000 Liberian kids under five died of diarrheal diseases in 2011, and 5,500 died of influenza or pneumonia. Compared to those numbers, Ebola is an underachiever, even if it does kill 46.5 per cent of those it infects. Targeting healthcare workers Ebola, however, exploits healthcare workers' need to touch and clean their patients from the moment of admission. In effect, basic healthcare without strong infection control actually amplifies the disease -- resulting, so far, in 377 healthcare workers contracting Ebola and 216 dying of it, for a case fatality rate of 57 per cent. The impact on West African healthcare workers has been predictably demoralizing. In some hospitals, nurses have gone on strike rather than care for patients without protective equipment. Others have simply not shown up for work. And many patients have avoided hospitals, seeing them as places where you go to die, not to be cured. The problem has bizarre complications: In some cases, Ebola treatment unit have been set up only to be attacked by the local people. In others, the number of cases has been so high that many obviously ill patients are turned away; some simply lie down in the street outside the hospital and wait to die. This week, the Liberian government finally signed a deal with the country's healthcare workers, offering nurses US$350 monthly hazard pay while doctors get $850, plus a flat $5,000 death benefit payable to the family of any healthcare worker who dies of the disease. Whether this will actually bring them back to work remains to be seen. Even if the deal does work, this is a region that had an average of only one doctor per 100,000 inhabitants even before Ebola. And here is where the real threat of Ebola appears. From bad healthcare to none at all Until last spring, the hospitals and clinics of Guinea, Sierra Leone, and Liberia could more or less deal with the endemic diseases: diarrhea, pneumonia, measles, HIV/AIDS. They were supported by NGOs like Medecins Sans Frontieres (MSF) and many missionary agencies. Traditional healers took some of the pressure off the healthcare system. But when Ebola cases went to the healers, the healers died and so did their other patients. MSF had to close some clinics in the face of attacks by stone-throwing young rioters, while other clinics were swamped with cases. People with routine illnesses and injuries now have nowhere to go. A minor case of diarrhea may turn into something fatal for a toddler. A woman with AIDS will have trouble obtaining her anti-retroviral drugs if the local clinic is jammed with Ebola cases. In effect, the 21 million of the three worst-hit countries now have an inadequate Ebola-care system and no healthcare system at all. In a region with countless endemic diseases, those diseases now have nothing stopping them. They are not the only ones. As a South African news report said on Oct. 1, a few countries like Ivory Coast, Kenya and South Africa have excellent hospitals. But in countries like Benin, Niger, and the war-battered Central African Republic, Ebola would a catastrophe. Still worse, Ebola is damaging West African economies, especially agriculture. Food production is down sharply because farmers are either sick, dead, or afraid to work in traditional groups. One Sierra Leone farmer, who says he has lost three relatives to the disease, warns: "Hunger will kill us where Ebola failed." Susceptible to all diseases A malnourished population will of course be more susceptible to all kinds of diseases, not just Ebola, and less able to recover economically from the outbreak. It would be consoling to shrug off the problem and go back to worrying about ISIS and Putin. But Africa is already dealing with fanatic organizations like Al-Shabab and Boko Haram. If the present Sub-Saharan governments fall, those groups will rush in to fill the vacuum -- and they won't worry about civilians getting sick. Meanwhile, could Thomas Eric Duncan be a threat to North Americans? Actually, he may have done us a favour: Despite the CDC's first reassuring announcement, it's turned out that health authorities in Texas badly botched Duncan's case, sending him home with useless antibiotics after he first sought help. CDC head Dr. Tom Frieden said Duncan had had only a "handful" of contacts; the next day, the handful was around 100 people. This is embarrassing, but helpful -- the CDC and Canadian health authorities as well will be far more careful about screening possible Ebola cases. Statistically, Duncan is no threat at all. Dr. Judy Stone, a columnist with Scientific American, recently put it in perspective: "In the U.S., you are far more likely to be killed by an irresponsible gun owner than Ebola. Just in the year after Newtown, there were more than 12,000 deaths from guns... Anti-vaxxers have killed more people in this country than Ebola ever will. Influenza kills 36,000 people every year and sends about 200,000 to the hospital." She didn't mention infections acquired in hospitals. Here in Canada, the Canadian Union of Public Employees tells us antibiotic-resistant bugs like MRSA and C. Diff cause more than 220,000 healthcare associated infections and 8,500 to 12,000 yearly deaths, "and the rates are rising." So our healthcare system is good, but it's not that good. Our best bet to fight Ebola and similar emerging diseases is to smother them where they live, not just put the stray arrivals like Duncan in isolation. Poverty anywhere is a threat everywhere Back in Africa, Ebola is teaching us something that smallpox tried to teach us in the days of Charles Dickens: Poverty is a hazard to your health, no matter how rich you think you are. Put simply, we can't afford to let West Africa rot in poverty, looking for its next bowl of virus-enhanced spicy bat soup. We can't afford to let poor West Africans go to healers instead of distant hospitals. We can't simply bulldoze a space, throw up some tents, and ship in the doctors and nurses. We need to build West Africa's tribal nations into reasonably prosperous 21st-century countries, with drinkable water, sewer systems, schools, and hospitals that might even attract medical tourists. This is not just some dreamy elaboration of the Marshall Plan that saved western Europe. This is stark, greedy self-interest. Poverty anywhere -- in Freetown or Vancouver's Downtown Eastside -- is a threat to prosperity everywhere. If we ever get that idea through our thick, well-groomed heads, we might even stay both prosperous and healthy through a very dangerous century. Read more: Health, Tyee contributing editor Crawford Kilian covers Ebola and other infectious diseases on his blog H5N1.   Tweet What have we missed? What do you think? We want to know. Comment below. Keep in mind: Do: Verify facts, debunk rumours Add context and background Spot typos and logical fallacies Highlight reporting blind spots Ignore trolls Treat all with respect and curiosity Connect with each other Do not: Use sexist, classist, racist or homophobic language Libel or defame Bully or troll Troll patrol. Instead, flag suspect activity. Please enable JavaScript to view the comments powered by Disqus. comments powered by Disqus LNG a chance, not a windfall, says BC throne speech Postmedia could soon own almost every English newspaper in Canada. What could possibly go wrong? VIEW: Voting for your principles is 'strategic voting' Petition opposes BC's 'potential muzzling' of non-profits More troubles for BC's big LNG plans Tirade at Tyee by immigration minister's top aide analyzed tweet by tweet Government slow to respond to FOIs? No need to tell Bob Mackin Converting ferries to LNG will save money, reduce fares: CEO See more » Tyee Video Picks Submitted by Tyee staff, Today Last chance to see 'The Vancouver Asahi' baseball story at VIFF. Where do these videos come from? From you. Suggest one here! Most Popular Can 'Cuisine' Make a Better School Lunch? What I Saw with a German Tour of the Oilsands Don't Give Postmedia More Local Monopolies First Nations 'Front and Centre Now': Pierre Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign How Much Do You Trust Canada's Wireless Giants? Christy Clark's No Pro at LNG Poker BC Filmmaking Duo Passes the Acid Test For Kids, the Meal Is the Message Most Emailed Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign For Kids, the Meal Is the Message Understanding Harper's Evangelical Mission Who'd Be a School Trustee in 2014? Why New Euro-Canada Treaty Is a Gift to Oil Firms BC Filmmaking Duo Passes the Acid Test We Must Heed Naomi Klein's Call China Deal Trumps Province, First Nations on Energy Projects: Treaty Expert Fired Researcher Who Killed Self Was Evaluating Drug Backed by Clark Climate Warriors Must Forge Stronger Alliances, Now Reported Elsewhere Postmedia could soon own almost every English newspaper in Canada (via DeSmog) Petronas CEO warns of 15-year delay to BC LNG project (via G&M) BC government apologizes for firing worker who later killed himself (via the Victoria Times-Colonist) From Tibet to Taiwan, China's outer regions watch Hong Kong protests intently (via the New York Times) It's a shame Jean-Claude Duvalier died a free man, says ex-UN prosecutor (via CBC News) Vancouver's cabbies take aim at Uber (via The Province) Keurig's coffee supremacy challenged by Canadian firm (via Yahoo! News) North and South Korea 'agree to talks' (via BBC News) See more » Your BC: The Tyee's Photo Pool Join The Tyee's Flickr group » View previous selections » Most Commented What I Saw with a German Tour of the Oil Sands (132 comments) Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign (76 comments) 'The Environment Is the Economy': MP Weston (106 comments) Fired Researcher Who Killed Self Was Evaluating Drug Backed by Clark (57 comments) Climate Warriors Must Forge Stronger Alliances, Now (53 comments) ISIS Threat: Let's Refuse to be Scared (79 comments) We Must Heed Naomi Klein's Call (309 comments) Christy Clark's No Pro at LNG Poker (38 comments) Six Steps to Protect Canadians from Flaws in China Trade Deal (128 comments) How Labour Unions Make Us Healthier (31 comments) About The Tyee National Pool Contributors Advertise Contact Funding Jobs Master Classes Privacy Policy Submissions Support The Tyee News Culture Opinion National Mediacheck Solutions Video Publications Tyee News Weekly Archives The Hook Other BC Blogs Reported Elsewhere Steve Burgess Murray Dobbin Michael Geist Crawford Kilian Rafe Mair Andrew Nikiforuk Shannon Rupp Bill Tieleman Dorothy Woodend Follow The Tyee Subscribe by email Subscribe by RSS Tyee Mobile App Managed Hosting by Gossamer Threads × Share article via email Send this article to: Your email address: Your message: Would you like to receive The Tyee's headlines free by email? Yes, every day. Yes, once a week. I already subscribe. No, thanks. Submit Show form again » Close)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/data.cfm?page=SchoolClosures&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true,BCTF > School closure data Home E-mail Lists Links A to Z Index Contact Us Help SITE SEARCH Quick Links BCTF formsBCTF NewsFrançaisLabour linksPensionsTeacher NewsmagazineTeaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Issues In Education > School Closures > Data School Closures The BCTF has compiled and made public a comprehensive accounting of the school closures in BC school districts since the BC Liberals were elected. These figures are based on numerous sources including school board announcements, reports in the major media and community press, consultants' reports, as well as information from local teacher unions. School closure information is available by school district from the year 2002. Untitled Document Show data for:   All districts 5 Southeast Kootenay 6 Rocky Mountain 8 Kootenay Lake 10 Arrow Lakes 19 Revelstoke 20 Kootenay Columbia 22 Vernon 23 Central Okanagan 27 Cariboo-Chilcotin 28 Quesnel 33 Chilliwack 34 Abbotsford 35 Langley 36 Surrey 37 Delta 38 Richmond 39 Vancouver 40 New Westminster 41 Burnaby 42 Maple Ridge 43 Coquitlam 44 North Vancouver 45 West Vancouver 46 Sunshine Coast 47 Powell River 48 Sea to Sky 49 Central Coast 50 Haida Gwaii 51 Boundary 52 Prince Rupert 53 Okanagan Similkameen 54 Bulkley Valley 57 Prince George 58 Nicola-Similkameen 59 Peace River South 60 Peace River North 61 Greater Victoria 62 Sooke 63 Saanich 64 Gulf Islands 67 Okanagan Skaha 68 Nanaimo-Ladysmith 69 Qualicum 70 Alberni 71 Comox Valley 72 Campbell River 73 Kamloops Thompson 74 Gold Trail 75 Mission 78 Fraser Cascade 79 Cowichan Valley 81 Fort Nelson 82 Coast Mountains 83 N. Okanagan Shuswap 84 Vancouver Island West 85 Vancouver Island North 87 Stikine 91 Nechako Lakes 92 Nisga'a 93 Conseil scolaire francophone 101 Distance Education Sort by:   School district number School district name   About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy Close Window Print Page   Untitled Document Show data for:   All districts 5 Southeast Kootenay 6 Rocky Mountain 8 Kootenay Lake 10 Arrow Lakes 19 Revelstoke 20 Kootenay Columbia 22 Vernon 23 Central Okanagan 27 Cariboo-Chilcotin 28 Quesnel 33 Chilliwack 34 Abbotsford 35 Langley 36 Surrey 37 Delta 38 Richmond 39 Vancouver 40 New Westminster 41 Burnaby 42 Maple Ridge 43 Coquitlam 44 North Vancouver 45 West Vancouver 46 Sunshine Coast 47 Powell River 48 Sea to Sky 49 Central Coast 50 Haida Gwaii 51 Boundary 52 Prince Rupert 53 Okanagan Similkameen 54 Bulkley Valley 57 Prince George 58 Nicola-Similkameen 59 Peace River South 60 Peace River North 61 Greater Victoria 62 Sooke 63 Saanich 64 Gulf Islands 67 Okanagan Skaha 68 Nanaimo-Ladysmith 69 Qualicum 70 Alberni 71 Comox Valley 72 Campbell River 73 Kamloops Thompson 74 Gold Trail 75 Mission 78 Fraser Cascade 79 Cowichan Valley 81 Fort Nelson 82 Coast Mountains 83 N. Okanagan Shuswap 84 Vancouver Island West 85 Vancouver Island North 87 Stikine 91 Nechako Lakes 92 Nisga'a 93 Conseil scolaire francophone 101 Distance Education Sort by:   School district number School district name  )
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "RT @nationalpost: Tories' temporary foreign worker overhaul is 'tragically misdirected': Christy Clark http://t.co/EV5YPyV9lC" @John_Yap - 02:49pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/issuesInEducation.aspx?id=5664,BCTF > Aboriginal Education  	BCTF > Issues in Education  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Aboriginal Education Aboriginal Education The BCTF is proud of the Aboriginal education program. As professionals, we accept and act on our broad responsibility to promote an education for decolonization. We do this in the interest of the Aboriginal children we teach. As a social justice union that advocates for social change, we address the Federation's Aboriginal education initiatives that focus on enhancement agreements, employment equity for Aboriginal teachers, racism, and colonization. Aboriginal education program   Employment equity for Aboriginal teachers   Enhancement agreements   Policy on Aboriginal education   Task Force on First Nations Education   Report and recommendations to the 1999 BCTF Annual General Meeting   Policy discussion guide    Teaching resources  Links          About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141007,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/bcedplan/status/396662329796198400,BC's Education Plan on Twitter: ".@RobinPerelle @Xtra_VAN LGBT will be addressed in health curric, which is still in progress. Should be posted by Dec. #bccurric" Twitter Search query Search Twitter Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Language: English Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Have an account? Sign in New to Twitter? Join Today » Sign In Phone, email or username Password Sign in Remember me Forgot password? Already using Twitter via text message? Robin Perelle ‏ @RobinPerelle Nov 1 LGBT content absent from #bccurric review so far. Where’s the new content promised in Corren agreement? #bced #bcpoli http://dailyxtra.com/vancouver/news/queer-content-absent-from-bc-curriculum-review-far?market=208 … Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Follow Following Unfollow Blocked Unblock Pending Cancel BC's Education Plan ‏ @bcedplan Nov 2 . @RobinPerelle @Xtra_VAN LGBT will be addressed in health curric, which is still in progress. Should be posted by Dec. #bccurric Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Retweet 1 Favorite 1 8:37 AM - 2 Nov 2013 Don’t miss any updates from BC's Education Plan © 2014 Twitter About Help Ads info Close Flag this media This has already been marked as containing sensitive content. Flag this as containing potentially illegal content. Submit Cancel Learn more about flagging media Dismiss Close Previous Next Close Go to a person's profile Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Close Retweet this to your followers? Cancel Retweet Close Are you sure you want to delete this Tweet? Cancel Delete Close Block Cancel Block Add a location to your Tweets When you tweet with a location, Twitter stores that location. You can switch location on/off before each Tweet and always have the option to delete your location history. Learn more Turn location on Not now Turn off location Close Profile summary Close Your lists Close Create a new list List name Description Under 100 characters, optional Privacy Public · Anyone can follow this list Private · Only you can access this list Save list Close Close Embed this Tweet Add this Tweet to your website by copying the code below. Learn more Hmm, there was a problem reaching the server. Try again? Include parent Tweet Include media Preview Close Sign up for Twitter Not on Twitter? Sign up, tune into the things you care about, and get updates as they happen. Have an account? Sign in » Close Two-way (sending and receiving) short codes: Country Code For customers of United States 40404 (any) Canada 21212 (any) United Kingdom 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM Haiti 40404 Digicel, Voila Ireland 51210 Vodafone, O2 India 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Indonesia 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » See SMS short codes for other countries Close Confirmation)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "October is #FosterFamilyMonth. Thank you #BC for opening your homes and hearts to more than 5,900 children and youth." @John_Yap - 11:14pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/parents.aspx,For parents  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents Advocating for Public Education  Home & School Communication  Hot Topics  Learning Conditions  Presentations for Parents  Reading  Safety at School  Special Education  Supporting Your Child's Learning  For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > For Parents Dear parents, The BC Teachers’ Federation is committed to communicating with parents about our public education system. By sharing the stories of teaching and learning about the work we do every day, we hope to highlight important issues facing BC’s schools. We value the insights that parents provide about the learning needs of their children. Many teachers are parents themselves, and all teachers understand how important communication between school and home is to help the students we all care so much about. Thank you for supporting public education! The BCTF and its members are so grateful for all of the support we received from so many parents during our 2014 job action. Thousands of parents visited picket lines, sent positive messages, wrote to their trustees and MLAs, talked to friends and family, were active on social media, and helped teachers in their struggle in so many ways. The level of awareness of the issues facing public education in BC has never been higher, and parents and other supporters played a huge role. We'd like to thank the many individual parents for their efforts, as well as groups such as: Support for BC Teachers (Facebook) BC voters supporting BC teachers and public education (Facebook) MLA Playdate (Facebook) Parents Join BC Picket Lines (Facebook) WE Support BC Teachers (Facebook) Parents for B.C. (Website; Facebook) Families Funding Teachers  and several others For those who organized rallies, marches, and other public events, and to those who donated food, money, or otherwise gave their time to support teachers we again say "Thank You!" Bargaining 2013-14 Recent bargaining history This section includes documents and links for background and useful information. The BC Teachers’ Federation began negotiations in February 2013 on a new collective agreement with the BC Public School Employers’ Association (BCPSEA). Unlike some previous rounds, significant progress was being achieved last spring in a positive and respectful atmosphere. Despite this, newly appointed Education Minister Peter Fassbender dismissed BCPSEA’s bargaining team and appointed a sole government negotiator. More...   Back to school leaflet for parents and public  An Open Letter in Support of BC Teachers  Parents and supporters, help us make it happen  Parents leaflet  Letter to parents and guardians Updated June 5, 2014. Choose your desired language version below. English   French   Punjabi    Chinese simplified  Chinese traditional     BC teachers struggle to defend public education  For over a decade, the teachers of BC have been struggling to regain important protections for quality education that were illegally taken away by our provincial government. Read more... A Fair Deal for Teachers, Better Support for Kids  This brochure highlights the facts behind teachers’ goals at the bargaining table. Court Cases 2014 BC Supreme Court Ruling on Bills 28 and 22   The BC Supreme Court ruling reaffirmed that provincial legislation limiting teachers’ bargaining rights is unconstitutional, restored collective agreement provisions stripped in 2002, and ordered the province to pay $2 million in damages plus court costs. More... 2011 BC Supreme Court Ruling    In April 2011, the BC Supreme Court ruled in favour of the BCTF that provincial legislation from 2002–2004 limiting teachers’ bargaining rights was unconstitutional. The court gave the government 12 months to address the repercussions of this verdict. More... Government puts politics before students with appeal   Christy Clark’s decision to appeal Justice Griffin’s latest ruling suggests she and her government think they are above the law. Read BCTF President Jim Iker’s full statement here. Facts about education funding Countering the statements in the Ministry of Education Factsheet on education funding  Each ministry statement is quoted, followed by a BCTF evidence-based response: “What the ministry doesn’t say” Challenging the ministry myth of unaffordability  A one-pager drawing on a recent CCPA article and the Province of British Columbia’s Public Accounts 2013/14 report to provide evidence that the economy is robust enough for the province to fund class composition and BCTF proposals for improvements in wages and working conditions.  Finance Committee Recommendations (The 2014 Education Funding Brief from the BCTF will be available soon.) In September 2013, the BCTF presented its Brief on Education Funding to the Select Standing Committee on Finance and Government Services of the BC Legislature. The committee recognizes that significant additional funds are needed to support public education. More...   The numbers tell the story This easy-to-read pamphlet presents reliable information from Statistics Canada and other sources to show the decline in BC government support for public education over the past decade. More...  Parent Presentations Last year we gave presentations to about 2000 parents across the province. These workshops are short—approximately one-hour long. Presentations are available in English and in French. Some are specifically intended for Aboriginal parents. To have one of our trained presenters visit your school, please fill out the Parent Presentation Request form. More...  Better Schools for BC: A Plan for Quality Public Education Our 41,000 members are working with parents, administrators, trustees, and other partners to support public education across BC. Nearly 600,000 BC children and youth from richly diverse backgrounds are enrolled in our schools. More...  About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewsAndEvents.aspx?id=28031,BCTF president' s message October 5, 2012  	BCTF News and Events  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Multimedia > President's Message Let’s bring education funding up to the national level Date: October 5, 2012 Length: 00:02:15 Loading... Click to view transcript The British Columbia Teachers’ Federation recently presented a brief to the Select Standing Committee on Finance. The brief urges the standing committee to recommend to government to bring public education funding in British Columbia, to start with, to the national average. We have fallen so far behind the national average of spending on public education on many, many measures. Actual operating expenditures in the province fall far behind the Canadian national average. It would cost over $300 million to reach that standard. If we measure K–12 public education funding as a percentage of the GDP, we also fall behind on that measure. It would cost over $600 million to bring us up to the national average of expenditures as a percentage of GDP. The most telling statistic is the student-educator ratio. If BC hired as many teachers as is the national average in Canada (not exceeding the national average, but just bringing us up to the national average), it would require us to hire 5,800 more teachers. Just think of the services those teachers could provide schools. Just think of the services and programs those teachers could provide students. We know that the parents and the public, grandparents in British Columbia, don’t want our public education system to be average. We want a high quality public education system. But a realistic plan would be as a start to bring us up to these national bench marks. Please join us in urging government to create a plan, to bring public education in British Columbia up to the national average, and then to exceed it. Thank you   About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=31314,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2013 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 26, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 2013     2012–13 Canadian teacher salary rankings  By Richard Hoover   British Columbia teachers haven’t had a salary increase since July 1, 2010. Since that time, Statistics Canada reports that the cost of living has risen by over 5%. The BC government’s heavy handed “net zero” and “co-operative gains” bargaining imperatives have taken their toll on our salaries with respect to other employees in BC and other teachers across Canada. While BC teachers’ salaries used to be among the best in the country, they are now among the lowest. And this despite the high cost of living in this province, particularly for housing. So, how do BC teachers’ salaries now compare with salaries of other teachers across Canada? BCTF Research has the answer. The latest figures available are for last school year, 2012–13. The charts below show representative examples of minimum and maximum salaries for teachers in major cities across Canada who possess the equivalent of Category 5 and Category 6 qualifications, 5 years of university and 6 years of university respectively. The starting salaries of BC teachers have fallen to ninth place in comparison to the salaries of teachers in other provinces. Only the starting salaries of teachers in Quebec are lower than those of BC teachers. At the maximum salary ranges, Category 5 teachers in BC have fallen to sixth place, and Category 6 teachers have fallen to eighth place. Minimum Category 5 salaries in BC, using Vancouver as an example, are over $13,000 a year behind those in Edmonton. At Category 5 maximum, BC teachers’ salaries are a full $21,000 behind those in Alberta, again using Vancouver and Edmonton as the examples. To put it another way, it would take immediate increases of between 22% and 28% for Vancouver teachers to obtain salary parity with teachers in Edmonton. Teachers in Saskatchewan, where teachers’ salaries are 8% to 13% higher than ours, have just voted 73% in favour of turning down a government offer of 5.5% over 4 years, 2013–2017. The offer also included one-time cash bonuses in Years 1 and 2, but provided no improvements in working conditions. You should note that in some provinces teachers have negotiated province-wide salary scales. _______________   Richard Hoover is director of the BCTF Field Services Division.  Thanks to Margaret White, BCTF researcher, for providing research for this article.  Equivalents to BC Category 5 (minimum)    Equivalents to BC Category 5 (maximum)  Edmonton $61,489   Edmonton $95,354 Regina $54,393   Ottawa $88,816 Winnipeg $53,871   Regina $83,584 Ottawa $53,551   Winnipeg $81,915 St. Johnís $51,166   Fredericton $75,241 Charlottetown $49,045   Vancouver $74,353 Halifax $48,980   Quebec City $74,244 Fredericton $48,793   Charlottetown $70,878 Vancouver $48,083   Halifax $69,907 Quebec City $41,451   St. John’s $67,001   Equivalents to BC Category 6 (minimum)      Equivalents to BC Category 6 (maximum)  St. Johnís $65,996   Edmonton $99,119 Edmonton $65,256   Ottawa $92,821 Halifax $64,205   Winnipeg $91,469 Winnipeg $60,375   Regina $88,347 Regina $57,952   St. John's $87,792 Ottawa $55,377   Halifax $87,413 Charlottetown $54,933   Fredericton $81,851 Fredericton $53,195   Vancouver $81,488 Vancouver $52,823   Charlottetown $79,381 Quebec City $45,050   Quebec City $74,244 Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13852&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 1998 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 10, Number 7, May/June 1998 Making space for women’s history by Jane Turner “Why are there only men in this picture?” I asked my students. The boys and girls were looking at a picture in their text of Louis Joseph Papineau painted by C.W. Jefferys. A crowd was gathered around him as he delivered an oration on the need for responsible government in Quebec. The students studied the picture, and one ventured a response. “These men are angry that they don’t have the right to vote.” “Yes, that’s true, I replied, “but why does the painting show only men? Where were the women of Quebec?” “Oh, there weren’t any women in history,” a student blurted out. On numerous occasions and in a variety of ways, students in my secondary social studies classes have articulated similar sentiments. After years of studying history through their social studies courses, students have come to believe that women are not part of history. Coulter (1989) noted a similar finding in her work with high school students. Women are either completely absent from historical narratives, or their presence is described in ways that are insignificant to the important events of history. The invisibility and marginalization of women in history is a problem keeping the study of history from realizing its full potential. We study history to understand and inform our present circumstances and to provide insight into actions we might take. Both the current and the proposed social studies curricula for B.C. include history as an integral part of the social studies curriculum for similar reasons. Students need to understand the past in order to participate fully in the present and prepare themselves for their future needs and those of society. But what does history lose if it is constructed around only half of humanity? If women are absent or marginalized throughout history then two problems occur: female students are denied the opportunity to learn about their particularized pasts, that of their foremothers, and the history that is studied by all students is only a partial reconstruction of the past. History centred around men’s lives, activities, and events does not represent a history for all. It is argued that only white, middle class, heterosexual men count in history and that non-white, non-middle- and upper-class men as well as women have been removed from our view of the past. Only by our including women in history (in their historical relationships with and to men and society) will girls and boys in secondary social studies be able to understand their pasts and will the past hold significance for the present, a present that includes females. In a recent attempt to revise the social studies curriculum in B.C., Moira Eckdahl, a secondary social studies teacher in Vancouver, noted that “despite advice from several sources to consult with women scholars on the language of outcomes which would explicitly write in women’s history, no such consultation ever happened.” Nor were proposed changes to the course of studies that would be inclusive of women accepted. Topics more inclusive of women’s experiences and open to feminist history, such as a “conflict/resolution,” were rejected in favour of the more traditional subject headings, such as “war.” Even when acknowledgment is given that women helped shape the world in the past, acknowledgment is cursory. A major encyclopedia updated its entries to include the name of Emily Greene Balch, but the entry was but a few lines. Evidently the encyclopedia did not value the peace work done by Balch, even though she and several other women suggested a permanent arbitration body before the League of Nations was established and Balch herself received the Nobel Peace Prize in 1946. A quick check of the indexes of three texts appropriate for the History 12 curriculum in B.C.—Haberman, 1997; DeMarco, 1987; and Howarth, 1989—finds no reference for Emily Balch, even though all three texts deal specifically and supposedly in depth with the topic of the search for peace. Would history be different if women were a more decisive and dominant factor in its construction and interpretation? How would history and the work of historians change if historical reconstruction focussed as much on the traces and accounts left by women as on those left by men? History would tell a complete story of the past. Instead of revealing only part of the picture (for example, that only men were interested in responsible government) history that included women would let students understand that men and women worked in conjunction with and in relation to one another. Including women’s experiences in history curricula extends and changes our understanding of the past, providing a new and different interpretation of the past and a starting place for re-visioning history. Women were active participants in the past, witness the recent front-page article in the Vancouver Sun, January 5, 1998, detailing the recent spate of histories about women warriors. All history needs to reflect women’s participation in its pages so that students may understand the richness of our collective past. Jane Turner teaches at Burnaby North Secondary School, Burnaby.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media last tweet "" @ - 12:00am Follow @ last post "" facebook/ - Jan 1st Like Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/ResearchReports.aspx?id=8428&printPage=true,BCTF > 2005sd01, Full-time-equivalent Student Enrolment by District, 2001-02 to 2004-05  	BCTF Research Reports  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Research Reports  PDF version BCTF Research Report SECTION IV 2005-SD-01 Full-time-equivalent Student Enrolment by District, 2001–02 to 2004–05 By Colleen Hawkey Research Analyst Student enrolments in B.C. public schools have experienced a decline over the past four years.As shown in Table 1, between 2001–02 and 2004–05, full-time-equivalent (FTE) student enrolments declined by 3.2%, compared to 7.8% for teachers and 4.7% for administrative officers. At the provincial level, there has been a total decline in student FTEs of 19,274 over this period. Table 1: Teacher, Administrative Officer, and Student FTEs for the Province, 2001–02 to 2004-05: year-over-year % chang   Teachers Administrative Officers Students FTEs % Change FTEs % Change FTEs % Change 2001–02 33,275.44 - 2,668.43 - 596,431.8 - 2002–03 31,299.36 -5.9% 2,597.64 -2.7% 588,809.0 -1.3% 2003–04 30,717.04 -1.9% 2,557.58 -1.5% 582,440.1 -1.1% 2004–05 30,666.01 -0.2% 2,543.82 -0.5% 577,158.3 -0.9% Source: Ministry of Education Form 1530 data (unpublished); Ministry of Education Student Enrolment Reports 2000–01 – 2004–05, Provincial Report, accessed on the World Wide Web on December 10, 2004 at www.bced.gov.bc.ca/reportfinder/publicschools.php. In Table 2, below, the district-level data show that over the four-year period between 2001 and 2004, nine districts experienced enrolment growth, ranging from 1% growth in SD45, West Vancouver to over 21% in SD93, Conseil scolaire francophone. In terms of full-time-equivalent increases, SD36, Surrey experienced the greatest increase, at 2,689 FTE students. Conseil scolaire francophone (574 FTEs), SD40, New Westminster (490 FTEs) and SD34, Abbotsford (418 FTEs) were also higher-growth districts. Table 2: Full-time-equivalent student enrolments in B.C. public schools, 2001-02 to 2004-05 by District, sorted by % change School District Student FTEs Difference between 2001-02 and 2004-05 % Change 2001-02 to 2004-05 2001–02 2002–03 2003–04 2004-05 74 Gold Trail 2,662.9375 2,187.4375 1,958.875 1,870.4688 -792.4687 -29.8% 85 Vancouver Island North 2,415.325 2,191 1,951 1,835.875 -579.45 -24.0% 87 Stikine 345.937 322.4686 299.6901 272.25 -73.687 -21.3% 49 Central Coast 367 346 321.125 308 -59 -16.1% 52 Prince Rupert 3,220.5 2,969.2812 2,823.5625 2,733.3128 -487.1872 -15.1% 82 Coast Mountains 7,078 6,682 6,302 6,039.125 -1,038.875 -14.7% 10 Arrow Lakes 764.75 683.5625 670.25 657.1875 -107.5625 -14.1% 50 Haida Gwaii-Queen Charlotte 947.6249 957.75 882.125 818.875 -128.7499 -13.6% 5 Southeast Kootenay 6,713.475 6,424 6,115.4375 5,814.125 -899.35 -13.4% 47 Powell River 2,988.5 2,858.25 2,738.5625 2,608.1875 -380.3125 -12.7% 20 Kootenay-Columbia 5,292.25 5,047.25 4,786.9375 4,619.875 -672.375 -12.7% 27 Cariboo-Chilcotin 7,563.625 7,027.9375 6,861.25 6,642.625 -921 -12.2% 84 Vancouver Island West 557.625 518 509 490 -67.625 -12.1% 6 Rocky Mountain 4,063.6875 3,867 3,701.0625 3,602.885 -460.8025 -11.3% 28 Quesnel 4,595.6688 4,408.023 4,330.1434 4,091.3125 -504.3563 -11.0% 51 Boundary 2,037.6875 1,851.25 1,845.375 1,823.125 -214.5625 -10.5% 57 Prince George 17,663.875 16,873.5375 16,130.4375 15,827.625 -1,836.25 -10.4% 54 Bulkley Valley 2,856.4375 2,746.625 2,697.8125 2,563.25 -293.1875 -10.3% 72 Campbell River 6,890.125 6,565.75 6,323.375 6,185.9375 -704.1875 -10.2% 8 Kootenay Lake 6,371.75 6,219.5375 5,920.9388 5,768.375 -603.375 -9.5% 58 Nicola-Similkameen 3,310.975 3,118.9375 3,019.075 3,006.5 -304.475 -9.2% 19 Revelstoke 1,430.0625 1,397.9375 1,361.625 1,304.75 -125.3125 -8.8% 53 Okanagan Similkameen 3,106.8125 3,038.3125 2,941.375 2,845.9375 -260.875 -8.4% 73 Kamloops/Thompson 16,548.4 16,022.6875 15,534.75 15,299 -1,249.4 -7.5% 81 Fort Nelson 1,204.5 1,156.9375 1,170.9875 1,116.6875 -87.8125 -7.3% 83 North Okanagan-Shuswap 8,280.135 8,089.5625 7,871.5601 7,681.6299 -598.5051 -7.2% 79 Cowichan Valley 10,236.4605 9,675.6875 9,609 9,534.0625 -702.398 -6.9% 46 Sunshine Coast 4,227.125 4,227.1875 4,092.9375 3,962.6875 -264.4375 -6.3% 70 Alberni 5,046.625 4,906.0625 4,769.125 4,756.25 -290.375 -5.8% 61 Greater Victoria 21,511.6431 21,047.3934 20,493.7191 20,298.4379 -1,213.2052 -5.6% 59 Peace River South 4,906.4375 4,940.5625 4,725.625 4,663.5625 -242.875 -5.0% 68 Nanaimo-Ladysmith 16,234.75 15,886.375 15,747.0625 15,482.6975 -752.0525 -4.6% 35 Langley 20,114.1625 19,827.9375 19,627.8125 19,182.75 -931.4125 -4.6% 67 Okanagan Skaha 7,517.6875 7,434.8125 7,173.0625 7,171.0625 -346.625 -4.6% 64 Gulf Islands 1,754.1875 1,760.75 1,717.75 1,682.25 -71.9375 -4.1% 43 Coquitlam 32,762.25 32,417.3125 32,092.25 31,651 -1,111.25 -3.4% 71 Comox Valley 9,942.6562 9,873.3125 9,537.8125 9,606 -336.6562 -3.4% 23 Central Okanagan 22,129.625 21,743.0625 21,587.375 21,428.625 -701 -3.2% 78 Fraser-Cascade 2,349.25 2,293 2,289.25 2,275.375 -73.875 -3.1% 38 Richmond 23,281.2812 22,938.375 22,751.6875 22,638.375 -642.9062 -2.8% 44 North Vancouver 18,188.875 18,127.6875 17,900.8125 17,706.5 -482.375 -2.7% 48 Howe Sound 4,510.75 4,550.375 4,410.625 4,400.8125 -109.9375 -2.4% 22 Vernon 9,483.5 9,422 9,317.125 9,263.25 -220.25 -2.3% 39 Vancouver 58,238.6914 58,097.8043 57,609.3421 56,892.4761 -1,346.2153 -2.3% 37 Delta 17,300.3125 17,094.25 17,065.5 16,903.4376 -396.8749 -2.3% 60 Peace River North 5,892.5875 5,804 5,712.9375 5,771.3125 -121.275 -2.1% 63 Saanich 9,034.9375 9,086.0625 8,890.375 8,927.5625 -107.375 -1.2% 69 Qualicum 5,273.875 5,256.625 5,178.875 5,219.75 -54.125 -1.0% 41 Burnaby 24,132.413 23,988.5208 24,081.5319 23,934.7926 -197.6204 -0.8% 75 Mission 7,133.9 7,205.625 7,346.125 7,087 -46.9 -0.7% 62 Sooke 8,818.4375 8,789.375 8,787.375 8,793 -25.4375 -0.3% 45 West Vancouver 6,475.0625 6,482.5 6,545.25 6,538 62.9375 1.0% 42 Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows 15,044.375 15,074.625 15,249.5625 15,207.5625 163.1875 1.1% 33 Chilliwack 12,489.74 12,758.6875 12,581 12,643.1875 153.4475 1.2% 34 Abbotsford 18,848.375 19,115.5 19,271.875 19,265.9375 417.5625 2.2% 36 Surrey 59,601.5085 60,805.0774 61,511.875 62,290.1875 2,688.679 4.5% 91 Nechako Lakes 5,393.5625 5,314.5312 5,778 5,711.375 317.8125 5.9% 40 New Westminster 6,096.625 6,057.3125 6,383.125 6,586.825 490.2 8.0% 92 Nisga'a 500.5 483 572 599 98.5 19.7% 93 Conseil scolaire francophone 2,682 2,752.625 2,964 3,256.25 574.25 21.4% All Public 596,431.8346 588,809.0499 582,440.1 577,158.2757 -19,273.5589 -3.2% Source: Ministry of Education 2000–01 to 2004–05 Enrolment Report Collection, Excel 2000 version, www.bced.gov.bc.ca/reporting/enrol/collections.htm. In 2005 the Ministry of Education changed the data-reporting format and definitions used in their standard reports. Previous reports comparing student and teacher or student and administrator full-time-equivalents used ministry Standard Report #2077 as the source of student FTE data. SR#2077 is no longer available, making comparisons with previous reports difficult. Included in the numbers reported here are school-age and adult students enrolled in public schools in the following programs: Alternate Education, Continuing Education, Distance Education, Long-Term PRP, Standard School, and Youth Custody. These were previously reported separately. School-age students are those "who are 5 or older as of December 30 of the school year, and 19 or younger as of June 30 at the end of the school year." Adult students are "20 years of age or older as of June 30 at the end of the school year." Also, in this report, FTE refers to enrolment, not funded enrolment, and includes all students working toward a Dogwood Certificate, excluding home-schooled students. For a comparison of staffing changes, refer to a previously published research report, "Teacher, Administrative Officer, and Student numbers, 2001–02 to 2004–05" (2005-TD-01) available on the Web atbctf.ca/ResearchReports/2005td01/report.htmlor from chawkey@bctf.ca. Other research reports providing demographic information about the public school system in B.C. are available on the BCTF web site at bctf.ca/ResearchReports/#Demographics. For more information about the data in this report contact Colleen Hawkey at chawkey@bctf.ca.  )
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(20140924,www.huffingtonpost.ca,http://www.huffingtonpost.ca/mellissa-kimberley/bc-teachers-strike-2014-cost_b_5839236.html?utm_hp_ref=tw,B.C. Teachers' Strike 2014: At What Cost? | Mellissa Kimberley View mobile site September 24, 2014 Huffpost Canada British Columbia ca Edition: ca Show/Hide Brasil BR Canada CA Deutschland DE España ES France FR Italia IT 日本 (Japan) JP 한국 (Korea) KR Maghreb MG United Kingdom UK United States US Region: BC Show/Hide All Canada Alberta British Columbia Québec (en français) Follow Newsletters Get Canada British ColumbiaNewsletters Email address Enter Email Address Huffington Post Search Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search iOS app Android app More Log in Create Account Notifications 0 $USERNAME Profile Settings Logout FRONT PAGE Politics Trudeau To Boycott Sun News After Host Calls Father A 'Slut' 707 Meet Canada's Youngest Premier-Elect 60 Rob Ford Leaves Hospital 0 'So Nice Of Him To Show Up' 0 WATCH: Tory MP Ignores Questions About Iraq. Talks About Israel Instead 0 Go to Politics More in Politics The Pulse Stephen Harper You Might Also Like US Politics UK Politics Business Netflix Says 'No' To CRTC Demand 34 Loonie Headed Below 85 Cents: CIBC 18 BlackBerry Undercuts Apple, Samsung With New Phone 9 8 Things You Need To Know From Canada's Big Bank Economists 9 Julian Assange Praises Canada 31 Go to Business More in Business Small Business Money You Might Also Like Tech TechCrunch Autoblog WorldPost This Is How ISIS Makes $3 Million A Day 165 Islamic Militants Parade Captured Iraqi Soldiers 14 Israeli Military Shoots Down Syrian Warplane 239 Watch This Bicyclist Cheat Death Twice 45 Wife Of ISIS Hostage Receives Recording Of Husband Pleading For His Life 0 Go to WorldPost More in WorldPost Foreign Affairs World Elections Arab Uprising Afghanistan War Syria Crisis You Might Also Like Travel Impact Living 25 Seriously Delicious Places To Eat In London, Ont. 9 20 Perfect Halloween Costume Ideas For Two 0 Toronto Man's Incredible 215-Pound Weight Loss Story 2 ► This Man Has Up To 100 Orgasms A Day 0 How Do You Wish Someone A Happy Rosh Hashanah? 2 Go to Living You Might Also Like Healthy Living Food Recipes Divorce Women Parentdish Green Post50 Weddings Style LOOK: This $30 Wedding Dress Is Gorgeous 4 The Kim Kardashian Pics We Should Be Looking At 0 Elisha Cuthbert's Hair Never Changes 3 The Best Fall Loafers 0 15 Stylish Fall Jackets For Women 0 Go to Style More in Style Beauty Fashion Celeb Style Entertaining and Etiquette Stylelist Canada Wedding Style Home Style You Might Also Like Style (U.S.) Weddings Stylelist Canada Entertainment Katherine Heigl Parties In A Bikini Because Summer Isn't Over Yet 18 Jennifer Lopez Takes The Stage In A Sheer Bodysuit 233 Kris And Bruce Jenner Finally File For Divorce 155 'Modern Family' Star Says She Was The Victim Of Domestic Assault 0 Aaron Carter Responds To Hilary Duff's Comments About Love 32 Go to Entertainment You Might Also Like Music Celebrity TV Moviefone Arts This Is The Last Generation Of Scarification In Africa 10 How David Bowie Turned Identity Into An Art 12 Spectacular Black-And-White Portraits Shed Light On Bangladesh's Third Gender 2 Everything You Need To Know About The Story Behind Tim Burton's 'Big Eyes' 1 Meet Female Photographers Changing The Way Women Are Portrayed 0 Go to Arts You Might Also Like Books Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Religion Alberta LOOK: Suburban Home Becomes Tim Hortons Overnight 8 Mayerthorpe Convict Granted Day Parole 0 LOOK: Calgary Homes The Average Buyer Can Afford 3 Take A Tour Of Calgary's New Central Public Library 0 Hospital ER Reopens After Ebola Ruled Out 0 Go to Alberta More in Alberta Alberta Politics Alberta Business Alison Redford Calgary Edmonton British Columbia It's Time For B.C. Teachers To Stop Lying To Parents 25 LOOK: B.C. Killer Whales From A Whole New Angle 3 LOOK: Dreamy B.C. Farmhouse For Sale 2 Convicted Rapist Charged In B.C. Teen's Killing 15 Mall's New Play Area Has iPads. Just iPads. 0 Go to British Columbia More in British Columbia B.C. Politics B.C. Business Christy Clark Vancouver All Sections News Canada Politics Canada Business US Politics US Business World Media Sports Education Crime Weird News Good News Daily Finance Entertainment Entertainment Music TV Celebrity Comedy Arts Books Moviefone Life & Style Living Style Home Healthy Living Taste Weddings Travel Parents Divorce HuffPost 50 Marlo Thomas OWN Tech & Science Tech Science Green TEDWeekends Techcrunch Engadget TUAW Joystiq Voices Impact Women Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Religion College Teen Local Quebec (French) Calgary Montreal Ottawa Toronto Vancouver Winnipeg Mapquest Patch.com Our Mobile Apps: iPhone iPad HuffPost Live iPad Android Phone Android Tablet British Columbia B.C. Politics B.C. Business Christy Clark Vancouver It's Time For B.C. Teachers To Stop Lying To Parents 2014-09-23 15:45:49 Mall's New Play Area Has iPads. Just iPads. 2014-09-23 18:33:02 LOOK: B.C. Killer Whales From A Whole New Angle 2014-09-22 17:59:26 Aboriginal 'Watchman' Opened Sacred Burial Boxes For Tourists 2014-09-21 18:20:54 PHOTOS: Jeep Does Doughnuts. Jeep Gets Stuck. River Wins. 2014-09-23 01:45:51 Convicted Rapist Charged In B.C. Teen's Killing 2014-09-22 19:16:58 LOOK: Dreamy B.C. Farmhouse For Sale 2014-09-22 16:40:51 5 Must-See Films At VIFF 2014 2014-09-22 18:11:51 WATCH: Hangry Girlfriend Just Wants Her Damn Breakfast 2014-09-19 16:09:29 Police Search For Missing B.C. Teen's Killer 2014-09-18 01:02:07 3-Time Olympic Gold Medallist Joins Vancouver Police 2014-09-22 15:04:24 LOOK: Visionary Vancouver Buildings (And They're Stunning Too) 2014-09-20 02:29:19 WATCH: 'You're The Most Unusual Fishing Partner I've Ever Had' 2014-09-23 15:59:58 Teachers Shut Out Of B.C. Liberal Fundraiser After 'Security' Concerns 2014-09-21 00:24:50 WATCH: Dozens Of B.C. Whales Leave Boaters Gasping 2014-09-18 16:18:45 Previous Story Next Story The Blog Featuring fresh takes and real-time analysis from HuffPost's signature lineup of contributors Mellissa Kimberley Become a fan Mother, Artisan, Lifelong Learner Email B.C. Teachers' Strike 2014: At What Cost? Posted: 09/17/2014 6:15 pm EDT Updated: 09/17/2014 6:59 pm EDT David Sacks via Getty Images Share Tweet Email Comment tumblr reddit Here we are, waiting with bated breath while the B.C. Teachers' Federation seeks to ratify the settlement reached just about 24 hours ago. And I am wholly unprepared for what is to come. Normally, I eagerly await the beginning of school, buying school supplies (I always pick up a few office supplies for myself, because a compulsive list-maker needs notepads), finding a new outfit for each child, and spending time sorting out snacks, re-setting sleep schedules and returning our home to an oasis of relative calm from the usual summer chaos. But not this year. Instead, I purchased the barest minimum of school supplies to get my kids started off for the year, and I am left wondering when precisely that will be. Friday? Monday? Sometime around the 23rd? I haven't bought any new clothes, because whatever money we have has to last us until Hubby's next paycheque comes in, whenever that is. Back-to-school shopping was replaced with food stockpiling; my daughter needs a new bike, but we needed to make sure we could pay rent and utilities to keep a roof over our heads in the face of being virtually penniless by Sept. 15th. Why do I sound so alarmist? It's simple: I am the wife of a B.C. public school teacher. We are still working to re-pay 11 years of student loans for my husband's three degrees. I carry the remainder of the collective debt I shouldered in my divorce eight years ago. There is no nest egg, no rainy day fund. We live simply. We don't have cable; we eschewed a landline to reduce our phone expenses; and we don't go to the movies unless it's at the second-run theatre, and even then, only on cheap Tuesday. Our kids have handheld devices thanks to the largesse of grandparents, when they upgraded their own phones. Our home is filled with second-hand furniture and electronics, and our big expenditure this year was a $70 splash pool so that we wouldn't be paying out of pocket to take the kids to the rec centre. We buy our gas and dairy south of the line, because that's how we can afford gas and dairy. We cancelled the kids' martial arts lessons, and they have not been replaced with other activities. My daughter would dearly love to take piano lessons, but I just can't justify the expense right now. 'Real life comes first' We have had to significantly curtail our activities in a hobby group that serves as a stress release for us for the past several years. The unofficial motto of our group is "Real life comes first," and we have really put that to the test this year, forgoing events and delegating responsibilities because it just wasn't financially responsible to go. We are careful with our money. I have a calendar where I write down every bill, every due date, every time money comes into our house. I painstakingly monitor when each gets paid to ensure that we are never at risk of having our power cut off, or of getting an angry call from the landlord. These past three months have been an exercise in spinning plates, deciding what bills must be paid now and which can sit for a month; making those excruciatingly embarrassing phone calls to utility companies to ask for extensions, explaining our circumstances and hoping for an understanding and lenient person on the other end of the phone. I can't help but shake my head, because shouldn't teachers with their professional training be able to make ends meet better than this? We have four children. The oldest is 12 and will enter middle school this year; the youngest has just turned four and is at home for another year. The agreement we made was that while the kids were small, one of us would be at home with them. My husband's earning potential is higher, so it was a no-brainer. Even so, this summer, I have secured some very part-time work, and I am earning some money doing commission crafts. I have also made a preliminary inquiry about a job that would give more hours, and hopefully, keep the wolves from the door for long enough to see a resolution to the dispute. My husband would have sought out another job in the interim, but no employer in his right mind would hire someone who would leave as soon as the labour dispute ended. The full gamut of emotions I've seen my husband run the full gamut of emotions during this whole thing. Many days, I've seen him bring home a bag weighed down to the breaking point with marking. I have watched him formulate letters to parents, and I have watched him organize strike shifts; I have seen his face light up when reading a student's essay, and I have seen him despair in the face of the government's contempt for his profession. It breaks my heart to see that a government that is supposed to be representative of the people of B.C. would expend so much energy and taxpayer dollars vilifying the very people who educate our children and bring forth generation after generation of critical thinkers, decision makers, artists, athletes, and public servants. To watch as they seek to dismantle one of the best education systems in the world in order to churn out worker drones for their pet projects. The spin doctors did their job well for the government, because I lost count of the times I heard or saw someone spout off about how much money teachers make, complain about how much time off teachers get, or how greedy teachers are for asking for a raise that amounts to less than the cost of living. Financial remuneration was just a small part of the negotiations; this went far deeper than simply how much to pay teachers. This struck at the core of what we stand for as a democratic society. I have lost all faith in the provincial government. I have no belief that they have any interest whatsoever in preserving a strong public education system, or with truly working with education professionals to facilitate that. What I saw was my children being denied their right to an education while the BC Liberals tried to either starve out teachers, or wait out the appeal of Justice Susan Griffin's decision next month. How long will it be before the next public employees' union is in the cross hairs of the BC Liberal machine? How long will they be on the picket line to protect their constitutional rights? How many others will come out to lend support, to stand with them in solidarity? How long must we all suffer at the hands of people who have no thought for the people they purport to serve? ALSO ON HUFFPOST: Close  B.C. Teachers' Strike 2014 of   Coquitlam teachers get information before voting on a contract deal with the province on Sept. 18, 2014. Coquitlam teachers gather to vote on the contract deal with the province on Sept. 18, 2014. Teachers celebrate news of a tentative deal in their contract dispute with the province on Sept. 16, 2014. Jim Iker, president of the B.C. Teachers' Federation, recommended members ratify the tentative deal at a news conference in Vancouver on Sept. 16, 2014. Premier Christy Clark beamed and patted Education Minister Peter Fassbender on the back as she thanked students and parents for their patience at a news conference on Sept. 16, 2014. A teacher holds a sign referring to mediator Vince Ready. Teachers in Kelowna were all smiles on Sept. 16, 2014 as they welcomed news a tentative deal was reached between their union and the province. The bargaining team and table officers of the B.C. Teachers' Federation at the Delta Hotel where a tentative deal was reached on Sept. 16, 2014. Parents rallied and marched in downtown Vancouver on Sept. 14, 2014 to support striking public teachers. Striking teachers bundle up in Fort Nelson on Sept. 12, 2014. Click here for full coverage of the contract dispute. A rally in Kamloops on Sept. 8, 2014. Executives of the B.C. Teachers' Federation thank other unions for their support. A rally in Abbotsford on Sept. 5, 2014. Hundreds rallied at Vancouver's Canada Place on Sept. 5, 2014. McGee Secondary School classrooms in Vancouver sit empty on Sept. 5, 2014 during what was supposed to be the first week of school. A reporter tries to ask a question as B.C. Premier Christy Clark and Education Minister Peter Fassbender talk about the ongoing teachers' dispute at a news conference in Vancouver on Sept. 3, 2014. B.C. Premier Christy Clark and Education Minister Peter Fassbender leave a news conference after talking about the ongoing teachers' dispute in Vancouver on Sept.3, 2014. B.C students who are missing public school because of the teachers' strike rallied in front of the Vancouver Art Gallery on Sept. 2, 2014 against the job action. Emma Jackson, 14, entering Grade 10 at Windermere Secondary School, holds a sign with purposely misspelled words. Cleo Petric-Neighbour, left, and her friend Milan Gill, both six years old and entering Grade 1 at Lord Roberts Elementary School hold signs at the Vancouver rally. Ray Stewart, a teacher from Keating Elementary Saanich School district, joins parents, teachers and politicians rallying for B.C. education dubbed "Christy's Class" during a teach-in on the B.C. Legislature lawn in Victoria, B.C., Sept. 2, 2014 during what should be the first day of classes across the province. Kids draw chalk outlines as they join with their parents, teachers and politicians rally on the B.C. Legislature lawn in Victoria, B.C., September 2, 2014 during what should be the first day of classes across the province. Teachers walk the picket line outside the Britannia Secondary and Elementary Schools in Vancouver on Tuesday, Sept. 2, 2014. Teachers man the picket line outside the Britannia Secondary and Elementary Schools in Vancouver, B.C. Tuesday, Sept. 2, 2014. B.C. Teachers' Federation (BCTF) President Jim Iker speaks to the media regarding the ongoing teachers strike outside the Britannia Secondary and Elementary Schools in Vancouver on Tuesday, Sept. 2, 2014. Terri Scott, a sub-local president in Stewart, B.C., gets an unexpected picket line visitor on Aug. 29, 2014. B.C. Education Minister Peter Fassbender speaks about the teachers' strike and confirms classes at public school will not begin as scheduled, during a news conference in Vancouver, B.C., on Sunday Aug. 31, 2014. Mediator Vince Ready arrives at exploratory talks in the B.C. teachers' dispute on Aug. 28, 2014. After two days, he walked away from the meetings, saying the two sides were still too far apart for mediation to begin. B.C. Teachers' Federation president Jim Iker listens to a reporter's question in Victoria, B.C. on Aug. 27, 2014 after a meeting with all sides in the teachers' contract dispute at the legislature in Victoria. Education Minister Peter Fassbender speaks to media in Victoria, B.C., Aug. 27, 2014. A face-to-face meeting between all sides in the strike by public school teachers was held at the legislature in Victoria. Click here for full coverage of the contract dispute. B.C. senior government negotiator Peter Cameron speaks to media in Victoria, B.C. on Aug. 27, 2014 after a meeting with all sides in the teachers' contract dispute at the legislature in Victoria. Teachers rally in Kamloops where their union was holding its summer meeting on Aug. 24, 2014. Teachers gather in Campbell River on Aug. 8, 2014. Pickets have been held every Wednesday in Vernon. The Creston Valley Teachers' Association have been picketing in August. Saanich teachers were out raising support for their cause in early August. Rally in Vanderhoof. Rally in Vanderhoof. Rally in Vanderhoof. Teachers hold signs in Fort Nelson. A picket line in Kamloops-Thompson on Aug. 7, 2014. Teachers picket in front of Conrad Elementary School in Prince Rupert on Aug. 5, 2014. Teachers picket in Creston, B.C. on July 29, 2014. Gwen Floyd, centre, and her sons Quinlan Floyd, 5, dressed as Batman and Aidan Floyd, 9, dressed as a police officer, walk the picket line with teachers Brigitte Boily, left, Matthew McBride and Olivier Salvas, far right, outside L'Ecole Bilingue Elementary School on the first day of a full-scale walkout by B.C. public school teachers in Vancouver on June 17, 2014. Dressed as a police officer Aidan Floyd, 9, left, and his brother Quinlan Floyd, 5, dressed as Batman, walk with striking teachers and their mom, Gwen Floyd outside L'Ecole Bilingue Elementary School on the first day of a full-scale walkout by B.C. public school teachers in Vancouver on June 17, 2014. From left to right, Caroline Lichimo, a Grade 1 teacher, Lyse Cote, a teacher librarian, and Ginaya Peters, who teaches French immersion to special needs students, talk while sitting on the picket line outside Lord Tennyson Elementary School on the first day of a full-scale walkout by B.C. public school teachers in Vancouver on June 17, 2014. B.C. Education Minister Peter Fassbender walks to meet reporters in Vancouver on the first day of a full-scale walkout by B.C. public school teachers. B.C. Education Minister Peter Fassbender speaks about the status of bargaining with the teachers' union on June 17, 2014. Hundreds of B.C. teachers, parents and other union supporters rallied on the lawn of the B.C. legislature on June 16, 2014 in Victoria to protest against Premier Christy Clark and the government's latest contract offer. Click here for stories on the contract dispute. B.C. Teachers' Federation head Jim Iker speaks to media on the first day of the union's full-scale walkout on June 17, 2014. Teachers walk the picket line in Fort Nelson, B.C. on the first day of the full-scale strike on June 17, 2014. Teachers walk the picket line in Fort Nelson, B.C. on June 17, 2014. Teachers walk the picket line in Burnaby, B.C. on June 17, 2014. Teachers walk the picket line in Burnaby, B.C. on June 17, 2014. A rally in support of the BCTF was held in Victoria on June 16. A rally in support of the BCTF was held in Victoria on June 16. Hundreds of teachers rally at Bill Copeland Arena in Burnaby on June 16, 2014. Hundreds of teachers rally in Burnaby on June 16, 2014. Hundreds of teachers rally in Burnaby on June 16, 2014. Hundreds of teachers rally in Burnaby on June 16, 2014. Hundreds of teachers rally in Burnaby on June 16, 2014. Hundreds of teachers rally in Burnaby on June 16, 2014. Hundreds of teachers rally in Burnaby on June 16, 2014. Students use protest signs referencing the "Harry Potter" franchise and B.C. Education Minister Peter Fassbender. A crowd rallies in front of the Vancouver office of the B.C. Public School Employers' Association on June 10, 2014. A crowd rallies in front of the Vancouver office of the B.C. Public School Employers' Association on June 10, 2014. A crowd rallies in front of the Vancouver office of the B.C. Public School Employers' Association on June 10, 2014. A crowd rallies in front of the Vancouver office of the B.C. Public School Employers' Association on June 10, 2014. A crowd rallies in front of the Vancouver office of the B.C. Public School Employers' Association on June 10, 2014. A crowd rallies in front of the Vancouver office of the B.C. Public School Employers' Association on June 10, 2014. A crowd rallies in front of the Vancouver office of the B.C. Public School Employers' Association on June 10, 2014. NDP MLA Adrian Dix addresses the crowd at a rally in front of the Vancouver office of the B.C. Public School Employers' Association on June 10, 2014. A record turnout of teachers voted on escalating job action to a full-scale strike on June 9/10, 2014. A record turnout of teachers voted on escalating job action to a full-scale strike on June 9/10, 2014. A crowd rallies in Victoria on June 10, 2014. Teachers in Vancouver eat their lunch on the street because they're locked out during their midday break. Hundreds attend a rally in Surrey, B.C. on June 7, 2014 to support teachers in their contract dispute with the province. Hundreds attend a rally in Surrey, B.C. on June 7, 2014 to support teachers in their contract dispute with the province. Hundreds attend a rally in Surrey, B.C. on June 7, 2014 to support teachers in their contract dispute with the province. Hundreds attend a rally in Surrey, B.C. on June 7, 2014 to support teachers in their contract dispute with the province. Hundreds attend a rally in Surrey, B.C. on June 7, 2014 to support teachers in their contract dispute with the province. Hundreds attend a rally in Surrey, B.C. on June 7, 2014 to support teachers in their contract dispute with the province. Hundreds attend a rally in Surrey, B.C. on June 7, 2014 to support teachers in their contract dispute with the province. Hundreds attend a rally in Surrey, B.C. on June 7, 2014 to support teachers in their contract dispute with the province. Hundreds attend a rally in Surrey, B.C. on June 7, 2014 to support teachers in their contract dispute with the province. Hundreds attend a rally in Surrey, B.C. on June 7, 2014 to support teachers in their contract dispute with the province. Parents support teachers on the picket line in Summerland on June 6, 2014. Teachers take a stand in Pemberton on June 6, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Students show their support for B.C. teachers on the steps of the Vancouver Art Gallery. Students at John Oliver Secondary School in Vancouver walked out of class on June 4, 2014 to protest being put in the middle of the contract dispute between teachers and the province. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Students at John Oliver Secondary School in Vancouver walked out of class on June 4, 2014 to protest being put in the middle of the contract dispute between teachers and the province. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Students in Campbell River walked out of class on June 4, 2014 to protest being put in the middle of the contract dispute between teachers and the province. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers rally in Comox, B.C. on June 3, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Members from the BCTF francophonie local picket outside Ecole Au Coeur De L'ile in Comox. Members of the B.C. Federation of Labour and Canadian Labour Congress gather to support teachers outside Cambie Secondary School in Richmond, B.C. on June 2, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Members of CUPE join teachers on the picket line at Mitchell Elementary in Richmond, B.C. on June 2, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Union leaders speak to media on June 2, 2014 in Richmond, B.C. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers picket in West Kelowna on June 2, 2014. B.C. Teachers' Federal president Jim Iker speaks to teachers outside Princess Margaret School in Surrey on May 29, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Striking outside the Invergarry Adult Education Centre in Surrey, B.C. on May 29, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. B.C. Teachers' Federal president Jim Iker speaks to teachers outside Invergarry Adult Education Centre in Surrey on May 29, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers wave to supporters outside Valleyview Secondary School in Kamloops on May 28, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers picket in Kamloops on May 28, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. A student shows support for teachers in Kamloops on May 28, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. A teacher pickets on horseback in 150 Mile House on May 27, 2014. A sign posted on a classroom door at Vancouver Technical Secondary School. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers rally during rush hour in Kelowna on May 27, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Kelowna teachers wore pink and rallied from the city's overpasses on May 27, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. A sign of support for B.C. teachers from a house in Kelowna. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers in Richmond pass time on the 3:30 a.m. shift on the picket line on May 27, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Students and parents left a message for teachers in Richmond on May 27, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. On the picket line with an effigy of B.C. Premier Christy Clark at Kitsilano Secondary School on May 26, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. A student from City School speaks to a teacher on the picket line in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. On the picket line at Kitsilano Secondary School on May 26, 2014. Click here for more on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. A teacher on strike at Britannia Secondary School in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Click here for more on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers stand under the sign for Templeton High School in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Click here for more on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers on strike speak to a supporter outside Templeton Secondary School in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Ryan Tanabe, left, a teacher, and his father Rod Tanabe, a counsellor teacher at Killarney Secondary School, walk the picket line outside the school in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Click here for more on the B.C. teachers contract dispute. Teachers in the central Okanagan were part of rotating strikes on May 27, 2014. These are educators from Constable Neil Bruce Middle School in West Kelowna. Supporters of B.C. teachers rally in the Sooke School District. Surrey teachers pose with their growing pile of marking during the first day of rotating strikes. Teachers picket in New Westminster on May 26, the first day of rotating strikes in a contract dispute with the province. Grade 12 Eric Hamber Secondary student Sarah Bercic wears a T-shirt supporting B.C. teachers. Teachers picket in Penticton on May 26, the first day of rotating strikes in a contract dispute with the province. Anya Prokopeva, 8, a Grade 3 student in New Westminister, and her mom Julie Prokopeva, right, a member of the support staff at Killarney Secondary School, pass by striking teachers as they leave after walking the picket line outside the school in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Anya Prokopeva, 8, a Grade 3 student in New Westminister, uses a strike sign for shade rests as her mom Julie Prokopeva, a member of the support staff at Killarney Secondary School, walks a picket line outside the school in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. One of the earliest picket lines on the first day of the teachers' walkout was in Golden, B.C., which is in the Mountain time zone. Jim Iker, president of the B.C. Teachers' Federation, speaks to reporters on May 26, the first day of rotating strikes, at Vancouver's Charles Dickens Elementary. Jim Iker, president of the B.C. Teachers' Federation, speaks to reporters on May 26, the first day of rotating strikes, at Vancouver's Charles Dickens Elementary. Jim Iker, president of the B.C. Teachers' Federation, speaks to reporters on May 26, the first day of rotating strikes, at Vancouver's Charles Dickens Elementary. Striking teachers man a picket line outside Killarney Secondary School in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Public school teachers across British Columbia started rotating strikes Monday, a move that will put more than half a million students out of class for one day each this week. B.C. NDP Leader John Horgan poses with teachers in the Sooke School District. A rally in Coquitlam on May 25. Premier Christy Clark's face is seen on anti-bullying T-shirts at a rally in Coquitlam. Surrey teachers at Johnston Heights Secondary rally on May 23, 2014.  Share  Tweet  ✖ Advertisement Share this ✖ close Current Slide More: Cost of Bc Teachers Strike Bc School Strike Bc Teachers Strike Update BC Politics Bc School Strike 2014 Bc Teacher Strike Bc Teachers Strike Parents BC Teachers Strike Bc Teacher Strike 2014 B.C. Teachers Strike 2014 Bc Education BC Teachers Teachers Strike Bc 2014 Teacher Strike Bc Teachers Strike BC   Click here to view Conversations Conversations Most Popular It's Time For B.C. Teachers To Stop Lying To Parents Submitted LOOK: B.C. Killer Whales From A Whole New Angle Vancouver Aquarium/NOAA LOOK: Dreamy B.C. Farmhouse For Sale devonowen.com Convicted Rapist Charged In B.C. Teen's Killing RCMP Mall's New Play Area Has iPads. Just iPads. Facebook PHOTOS: Jeep Does Doughnuts. Jeep Gets Stuck. River Wins. Matthew Van Deventer LOOK: Visionary Vancouver Buildings (And They're Stunning Too) Nic Lehoux WATCH: 'You're The Most Unusual Fishing Partner I've Ever Had' YouTube Aboriginal 'Watchman' Opened Sacred Burial Boxes For Tourists Katya Palladina/CP Police Search For Missing B.C. Teen's Killer RCMP Treetops Near West Vancouver Home Lead To Lawsuit clarencedebelle.com B.C. Jail Sex Trial Hears Detachment Was Like Locker Room Andy Sacks via Getty Images First Signs Of Human Life In Canada May Be Here CP/UVic WATCH: Hangry Girlfriend Just Wants Her Damn Breakfast Shawn Anderson 3-Time Olympic Gold Medallist Joins Vancouver Police meghanagosta.com 5 Must-See Films At VIFF 2014 viff.org Teachers Shut Out Of B.C. Liberal Fundraiser After 'Security' Concerns Twitter How BC Ferries Could Save Over $9M Annually CP 'You Know He's Going To Re-Offend' Facebook WATCH: Dozens Of B.C. Whales Leave Boaters Gasping YouTube FOLLOW HUFFPOST Email Email Address Options HuffPost Daily Brief British Columbia Get top stories and blog posts emailed to me each day.. Facebook HuffPost British Columbia Twitter HuffPost Follow British Columbia Follow Google Plus HuffPost British Columbia RSS The Huffington Post British Columbia All RSS / Feeds Phone Available on the App Store Android App on Google Play Get it at Blackberry App World Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search advertise log in make HuffPost your home page RSS careers FAQ user agreement privacy policy comment policy about us about our ads contact us Copyright ©2014 TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. "The Huffington Post" is a registered trademark of TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. All rights reserved. Part of HPMG News Use this form to alert a HuffPost editor about a factual or typographical error in this story. Notify message * Required * * * What kind of error is this? Choose an option Factual or typographical Comment moderation problem Rights and permissions Other * What is the correction? 0 count Describe the error here (1,000 character limit) * Type the words below so we know you are not a cyborg Sign me up for The Huffington Post's Daily Brief Thank you!)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=20148,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 3, November/December 2009  A letter for parents on FSAs By David Halme The Ministry of Education admits student participation in Grade 4 and 7 Foundation Skills Assessments is dropping. More parents are questioning the benefits of the FSA when it is obvious no new provincial funding is available for boards to support the struggling learner. The BCTF has actively opposed the misuse of standardized tests as a means of evaluating the individual student, a teacher, or a school. The Federation has asked school boards and locals to undertake an analysis of current school and district-wide exams to determine which have an educational value related to student success. Those that have little educational value or primarily serve to collect data for outside agencies should be eliminated. Teachers, parents, and the education community are now calling on the BC Ministry of Education for a moratorium on assessment. This would allow for a healthy discussion among the education community about testing and assessment. The Federation encourages all Grade 4 and 7 teachers to approach parents with a letter that encourages withdrawing their child from participation in the 2010 FSA. Actual letters will be distributed to schools and teachers in January 2010. ñ David Halme, BCTF Communications and Campaigns Division Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12412,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 19, Number 6, April 2007   Classified advertising TRAVEL/VACATION EAST COAST COTTAGES Beach House at the Cape, sleeps 10, 4 bd., 2 bath, sunroom, 2 sundecks, bbq, private, treed property. The Ocean Breeze Cottage, sleeps 5, 2 bd., 1 bath, wraparound deck, bbq. Both properties are next to each other and can be rented together, fresh seafood market nearby, beautiful sandy beaches. Centrally located along the NB coast, 1 hr. to PEI or NS. Wkly or mthly rates. Visit our website: www.seatosearentals.com Ph: 250-828-6280. CHEMAINUS, Vancouver Island. Tide’s Inn, sleeps 2, gas fireplace, quiet with beautiful gardens. Enjoy kayaking, golfing, beautiful beaches and Salt Spring Ferry nearby. Wkly and mthly rates. Visit our web site: www.seatosearentals.com, Ph: 250-828-6280. QUEEN CHARLOTTE ISLANDS/HAIDA GWAII Fabulous "mothership" kayaking, wilderness adventure, unforgettable experiences. 1-888-559-8317, www.island.net/~archipel WHISTLER Condo. Sleeps 4, views, close to village, all amen. 604-943-9423. GRANADA, NICARAGUA Discover this beautiful Spanish colonial city and little known country. B&B run by retired BC teacher. For information contact carolannrea@hotmail.com   WHISTLER GETAWAY Pinecrest Estates, 4-5 bd., 1.5 bath, 1400 sq.ft. cabin, sauna, deck with BBQ, fully-equip. kitchen, DW, WD, wood stove (wood provided). Seasonal rates. glush@shaw.ca or 604-936-3346. BLACKCOMB Luxury 2 bd/loft, 3 bath, sleeps 8, ski-in, ski-out, 604-940-0156. WHISTLER CREEK townhouse for rent. View of Alta Lake. 2 bath., 3 bd., sleeps 6. 604-535-3447. WHISTLER 1 bd. condo (Whistler Creekside) sleeps 4, F/P, hot tub, swimming pool, sauna, kitchen fully equipped, u/ground parking, close to lift and stores. Call Jan or John at 604-530-0958. SUN PEAKS RESORT Stone’s Throw, Unit 49, luxurious brand new condo, 2 bd/ 2 bath, sleeps 5, ski-in/ski-out, mountain views, private hot tub, F/P, bbq, 6 appliances, plasma TVs. All amenities. NS/NP. 1-800-585-8834, reservation code: Teacher WHISTLER Village North, 2 bd. deluxe townhome. 604-531-6847, E-mail: hpjanzen@shaw.ca. View at www.whistlervacationhome.ca. FRANCE. Ultimate vacations, privately owned, beautiful furn. 1 bd. central Paris. Provence lovely furn. house close to Avignon. Wkly/mthly. 604-738-1876, 604-298-3904, irene.roland@gmail.com, www.ultimateparis.com KIHEI, MAUI. Large selection of fully equipped condos. Great beaches. Near shopping centre. Call Alf, 604-291-1751, F: 604-291-9773, kihei@telus.net. KIHEI, MAUI Privately owned, beautiful fully furn. 2 bd., 2 bath condo across from Kamaole beaches. Great complex, Great location. 250-598-6955, F: 250-598-6965. WHISTLER BLACKCOMB Ski-in/ski-out, luxury condo, sleeps 5, pool, hot tubs, 3 night min. www.at-blackcomb.com, Sheila 604-929-6589. FRANCE HOLIDAY RENTALS Medieval house/studio, 16C village, Montagnac, S France. 1/2 hr. Montpellier, 15 min. Med. sjevent@shaw.ca WHISTLER Alta Lake, waterfront, 1 bd. condo, sleeps 4, 1km to village, FP, TV/ VCR/DVD. Summer/winter rates 604-298-2070. WHISTLER condo, 2 bd. Sleep 6, Quiet family area, 10 min. to Village. All amenities, fireplace, jetted tub, etc. Rates from $100 to $225 per night. Depending on duration and season. Ron 604-988-8231, rhsargent@shaw.ca   WHISTLER 3 bd. chalet, sleeps 6, all amenities, call John 604-987-7619. SILVERSTAR 2 bdrm. deluxe accommodation, call 250-549-1536 for best prices. www.silverstarski.ca www.retire2mexico.info DISCOVER RURAL FRANCE ON TWO WHEELS with easy going routes that meander through France’s scenic landscapes. There is little traffic so that the most inexperienced cyclist can pedal at a carefree pace. The accommodation is farmhouse style with regional cuisine and local wines. Guided by the unbound enthusiasm of a Francophile teacher, explore enchanting chateaux in the Loire; prehistoric treasures in the Dordogne; or the rolling vineyards of Burgundy. Panorama Travel www.francebydesign.ca, 1-888-703-0163, info@travellers-tale.com, BC reg 2683. GABRIOLA ISLAND BC 2 bdrm., private, fully equipped, starting $850/mo. or $450/wk. 250-247-9883, www.gabiolacottage.netfirms.com, email: boysen@shaw.ca GULF ISLANDS Deluxe waterfront cottage, 1 bd./sleeps 4, winter and summer rates, call Alma 250-629-3008, www.ainsliepointcottage.com. LAKE TAHOE August 5-11, 2007. South Lake Tahoe Embassy Vacation Resort studio suite. Contact 604-464-1788 or stan_wylie@telus.net HORNBY ISLAND vacation book early. "Arthurs House" sleeps 5-8, $1200/wk. comfortable home, sunny location, close to beach, full kitchen, lawn, trees. "Arthurs Cottage" sleeps 2-5, $600/wk. davidcloud@hornbyisland.com ARIZONA sunny, relaxing, fully furn. home. Lovely citrus trees, cactus landscaping. Quiet outside covered eating area. Private community, indoor/outdoor pools, golf, recreation. $625/wk., $2200/mo. available March. 250-539-3662, 360-584-0834, arizonasuny@yahoo.com FRANCE Southwest, Medieval village house, sleeps 6, fully equipped, 45 min. Montpellier, www.swanshouseinfrance.com SUNSHINE COAST Waterfront cottage, sleeps 4, F/P, W/D, accessible. View at www.bbsunshinecoast.com/lodging/?action=view&lid=163, full kitchen, hiking, parks nearby. 604-885-0651, fjbishop@gmail.com FRANCE FRANCE 2007 Holiday rental well renovated stone houses in ancient vineyard village, SW France, great walking, cycling, food, wine. C$680/ C$810/wk. per family unit. Email: mjcapper@hotmail.com, visit www.ourhouseinfrance.com.au PENDER ISLAND New cottage @ Otter Bay Marina/Resort, 5 min. walk from ferry terminal. Sleeps 6 , fully furn., gas F/P, huge deck with bbq, etc. Marina offers kayaking, sailing, 2 outdooor swimming pools, hottub, clubhouse with pool tables, video games, etc. 5 min.to golf course. Contact Cheryl or Steve Wilson at 604-597-4262 or wilson_cheryl@sd36.bc.ca for an information package. KOOTENAY LAKE @ Boswell, BC. 3 bdrm. house, fully furnished, daily, weekly rentals. Details at www.lakeviewgetaway.com BIRDS OF PASSAGE B&B is a suite with accom. for up to four. 20 min. from downtown Vancouver, the ferries, and ski hills. We serve hot bread daily, have binoculars and birdlists for you. Near beaches, kayaking, golf, and bird sanctuary. Call Susan or John 604-929-4824 or bookless@telus.net. CABIN FOR RENT Shuswap Lake, sleeps 4-6, lake view, weekly rentals from June to Sept., Call 604-525-9558. COZY COTTAGE FOR RENT Lake Erroch,1.5 hr. from Vancouver, 30 min. from Harrison, sleeps 4-6, golfing, hiking, fishing nearby. Call 604-525-9558. COMOX VALLEY Beautiful, fully furnished custom built home. Close to Mt. Washington's hiking trails and short distance to Williams Beach. Sea to sky. 3 bdrm home avail. July to mid-Sept. Contact smtaylor@telus.net. OKANAGAN cottage for rent. Private beach and dock. Canoe available. Sleeps 6. To view see www3.telus.net/carrs_cabin. $1000/wk. Email for more info:  johncarr@telus.net QUADRA ISLAND w/f cottage, $850/wk. for two, June thru Sept. 1-800-661-9441. SUNSHINE COAST 4 bd., fully equipped waterfront cottage with view and beach for playing, walking and swimming. Ideal for kids. Near Gibson's, 1 mile from ferry. 30 min from golf courses. Contact Barry 250-652-5501, bwrolston@shaw.ca   GABRIOLA ISLAND, BC. 2 bd., private, fully equipped, starting $850/mo. or $450/wk. 250-247-9883, www.gabriolacottage.netfirms.com, boysen@shaw.ca MAYNE ISLAND Fairview Farm B&B. Small B&B with 2 generous rooms facing the water. Ensuites. Private entrance. Local, organic breakfasts, beach access. Bird watching. www.fairviewonmayne.com, 1-866-539-5582. OSOYOOS waterfront 2 bdrm. condo, weekly rental, May-Oct. N/P, N/S. George 604-520-1001. DEEP BAY waterfront, 2 bd. cottage, Vancouver Island, overlooking Denman, Hornby Islands. Relaxing, private, sleeps 4-6 people, N/S, N/P. Avail. June to Sept. 604-939-0121 or chuck_denison@telus.net SUNSHINE COAST Secret Cove, 2 bdrm view condo, sleeps 6. Full kitchen, W/D. Clean, quiet, prviate. call 604-885-9464 or e-mail: secretcovehideaway@dccnet.com MAZATLAN, MEXICO 2 bd., 2 bath condo. Sleeps 4, Pool, tennis, 3 blks to beach. Teacher owned. Tel. 604-733-6184, cell: 604-614-4789. SAVARY ISLAND BC’s tropical isle. Sophisticated camping. Comfy cabin, tenting too. Propane fridge and stove. Sunsets to die for, white sandy beaches, waterfront. Wow! Bookings. 604-538-3534. SUNSHINE COAST Beach House near Powell River. Sleeps 10, 4 bdrm, 2 bath, sundeck, half acre waterfront property. Quiet bay, excellent for hiking, fishing, kayaking, golfing. 604-464-9925 or email kross@sd43.bc.ca FOR RENT/EXCHANGE VANCOUVER Clean, bright, quiet, centrally located condos at Robson & Bute. 1 bd. $95/ single. Daily/weekly/monthly rates. 604-608-4268, dbemc@hotmail.com COURTENAY Cozy 3 bd., fully furnished house in the heart of downtown Courtenay. Close to all amenities, just blocks to the beautiful Puntledge River and 25 min. to Mt. Washington. Nightly (3 night min.) and weekly rates available. E-mail: accommodations_garlandguesthouse@yahoo.ca, web site: www.comoxvalleygarlandguesthouse.com HOUSE SWAP Fernie BC and Lower Mainland. Family of 4. Dates Negotiable. Contact 250-423-3577 or e-mail at tdmlewis@telus.net VANCOUVER near Kits beach, 1 bdrm. $300/wk. all included. Available mid-May to mid-July. Call 604-737-7181 or e-mail: daphnoucho@hotmail.com HOUSE EXCHANGE Victoria couple seeking house exchange in either the Okanagan or West Kootenays sometime in July (7-10 days). Home in Victoria has 2 bdrms, den, fenced backyard with all the usual amenities. Located close to U-Vic, downtown, the galloping goose trial and golf course.  250-472-0910. VANCOUVER 2.5 bdrm house, 12th & Alma, superb view, garage, walk to beach, bus to UBC/downtown, v.clean, quiet; $850/wk., $3000/mo., $5600 July/Aug. 604-222-7876, cgoldt@telus.net   VANCOUVER Dunbar apt. for rent. July/Aug. Reasonable rent in exchange for tlc of resident cat. elizabbell@gmail.com VANCOUVER Quiet 1 bdrm apt., next to Stanley Park and a short walk to beach. Avail. July/Aug. $1175/mo. N/S, call 604-688-3464, or e-mail kim_kucille@hotmail.com VICTORIA Fully furnished 2 bdrm ground-level stuie in beautiful ‘Fernwood’ character house. Available July and into August (dates flexible) Email: colleenmichellehoward@gmail.com NORTH VANCOUVER 2 bdrm. semi-furnished heritage home in Grand Blvd. area available June 15—Sept. 15 (flexible). One block to bus, great fenced back yard suitable for children, pet ok. $950/mo. inclusive. 604-984-8363. VANCOUVER Newly-renovated furnished studio apartment for rent in the West End - 3 blks from Stanley Park and English Bay. $80/night, $425/wk. 250-447-6393. SUMMER APT. EXCHANGE 1 bdrm., Brooklyn, New York for similar in Commercial Dr. area, 1 block to Subway, 45 min. to Mid-Manhattan. Possible vehicle exchange. Responsible tenants only! gchiprout@earthlink.net SQUAMISH Home exchange, 1-2 wks for Penticton area, July-Aug., 3 bdrm townhouse, sleeps 6. Sherri 604-898-4420, scargoe@hotmail.com. WHITEHORSE 4 bdrm house for rent for the summer. $3000, has been discounted for teachers. berquist@klondiker.com or canadavacationrentals.com VICTORIA 3 bdrm house near Butchart Gardens, decks, quiet, $1120/wk. July 28-Aug. 18, 250-652-5606. MISCELLANEOUS MASTER OF EDUCATION (Special Education) by coursework offered by Flinders University in S. Australia is recognized by the B.C. TQS. Degree available entirely in distance mode. Apply now for commencement of study semester one (late February) or semester two (late July). More information at: ehlt.flinders.edu.au/northamerica or from the program co-ordinator, Bernice.Burnip@flinders.edu.au  VARIETY—THE CHILDREN’S CHARITY Working with children is your special passion. Leaving a legacy in your will for BC’s special kids will be your gift of a lifetime. There are estate planning benefits too. Contact Peter Chipman to confirm. Toll free 1-800-381-2040, direct 604-268-3887 or email peter.chipman@variety.bc.ca RETIRING? Do it right—get the book Transition to Retirement. It’s not about finances, it’s about you! www.pacificedgepublishing.com MORTGAGES. Let a former teacher and now AMP (Accredited Mortgage Professional) find the best financing for all your mortgage financing needs. 604-329-3943, www.VancouverMortgages.ca. EXCHANGE. Teach on the Sunshine Coast! Teaching/house exchange wanted for 2007/08 school year to greater Vancouver, Victoria or Kelowna. Grade 3-5. Give me a call at 604-885-5240 or E-Mail jamberg@dccnet.com RETIRED? RETIRING? Use your teaching skills to create another income stream to supplement your pension and secure your future. For information: 604-946-8955, bgmcclure@gmail.com www.puzzlepick.com — a web site for puzzle-lovers everywhere. There are three puzzles: a weekly cryptic crossword, a monthly double acrostic crossword and a twice-a-week online trivia puzzle (with a prize). Lots of material there for classroom challenges or just relaxing in the staffroom or at home — and plenty of free puzzles to start with. TEACHERS TOOLS LTD business for sale. No need for incorporation or time consuming, expensive startup, Just take over. Name/company logo included. Inventory alone is worth more than $10,000. 150+ Pronunciation Improvement games/sets of Communication Arrows (sell for $99ea/$35ea). All templates/rights included. No overhead, easy from-home business, ideal for summer startup! $2,500 info: teacherstools@shaw.ca DRAMAWORKS 2007 — Theatre Alberta presents a variety of workshops to collectively engage educators, amateurs and professionals. Workshops in acting, directing, playwriting, design and more! 2.5 & 3.5 day weekend workshops running July 5—15 at the Citadel Theatre, Edmonton. Early Bird pricing in effect until June 1. Ask about our summer classes for teens! Visit theatrealberta.com or call 780-422-8162. PRO-D WORKSHOP presentations… Work with Glass, flamework glass beads, pendants sculpture, small class size of 8. Book now for 07 and 08 days. seafireglassworks.com RETIRING? Undecided about the Joint Life option? Order "Choosing the Right Options" a straightforward guide/workbook for selecting the best option for your situation. Workbook $15, CD $15, both $25. Mail: Ken Smith, 5120 Ewart St., Burnaby, BC V5J 2W2 or BCTF Lesson Aids. 15% OFF Mary Kay for teachers. www.marykay.ca/csnell IN-HOME TUTORING agency needs certified teachers for Grade 1-12 (all subjects) www.schooliseasy.com. Forward resume to susan@schooliseasy.com, or fax 604-439-1795, or phone 604-439-1790. NEED A NEW OR NEWER VEHICLE? I make vehicle shopping easy, while saving you time and money. With the background in education I can listen and understand what is important to you. Give me a call or e-mail for more information. Bill Sloan, Vehicle Agent, Capital City Auto Group, 250-412-7970, E-mail: bsloan@shaw.ca   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/wp-content/themes/bcl/assets/webfonts/?C=N;O=D,Index of /wp-content/themes/bcl/assets/webfonts Index of /wp-content/themes/bcl/assets/webfonts Name Last modified Size Description Parent Directory   -   bclicons.woff 28-Jul-2014 10:01 3.1K   bclicons.ttf 28-Jul-2014 10:01 3.9K   bclicons.svg 28-Jul-2014 10:01 9.2K   bclicons.eot 28-Jul-2014 10:01 4.1K   2AC9E0_1_unhinted_0.woff 07-May-2014 16:38 16K   2AC9E0_1_unhinted_0.ttf 07-May-2014 16:38 28K   2AC9E0_1_0.woff 07-May-2014 16:38 28K   2AC9E0_1_0.ttf 07-May-2014 16:38 48K   2AC9E0_1_0.svg 07-May-2014 16:38 89K   2AC9E0_1_0.eot 07-May-2014 16:38 24K   2AC9E0_0_unhinted_0.woff 07-May-2014 16:38 16K   2AC9E0_0_unhinted_0.ttf 07-May-2014 16:38 29K   2AC9E0_0_0.woff 07-May-2014 16:38 30K   2AC9E0_0_0.ttf 07-May-2014 16:38 53K   2AC9E0_0_0.svg 07-May-2014 16:38 90K   2AC9E0_0_0.eot 07-May-2014 16:38 26K   Apache/2.2.22 (Ubuntu) Server at www.bcliberals.com Port 80)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=16502,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2008 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 1, September 2008  Court blocks school closure in Comox A community group won a court decision blocking the board of education from closing Cape Lazo Middle School in the Comox School District. The Comox Valley Citizens for Better Education Society was formed to oppose board decisions to reconfigure the district to eliminate middle schools and to close and sell Cape Lazo. When the board would not listen to their views, they hired well-known lawyer, Joe Arvay to challenge the board in court. The case was instituted using the provisions for judicial review. Under judicial review, the court has the scope to overturn a decision because proper process is not followed. It cannot, however, review the merits of a public body's decisions. The judge who heard the case, Justice Johnston, said that the board had the authority to make its decision to reconfigure the district to eliminate middle schools and he would not overturn that decision. On the other hand, he ordered that "the by-law closing Cape Lazlo is quashed." He ruled that the board had failed to provide procedural fairness. The board had made the decision to close the school—and to sell it to the Franco‚phone school authority—before it had carried out the consultation with the community that is required. Justice Johnston harshly condemned the actions of the board. He said that "the breach [of procedural fairness] was serious, and those interested and affected by the decisions to close Cape Lazo were not only denied a fair opportunity to influence the closure decision, they were presented with a process that appeared to be a sham." Part of the reasoning in the court decision was based on a requirement in the Ministerial Order that a board's by-law to close a school "must include a confirmation that the board will not require the property for future educational purposes." This section of the Ministerial Order may finally put an end to the mass closing of more than 170 schools since the current BC Liberal government came to power. With the proposals to extend schools to full-day Kindergarten and possibly to programs for three- and four-year-old children, no board could honestly be sure that it will not require school property for future educational purposes. The minister may finally have recognized this implication of the Throne Speech announcement of new early-learning programs. Vancouver Sun reporter, Janet Steffenhagen, reported in her blog that she had heard a rumour that the ministry is going to announce a moratorium on school closures. – Larry Kuehn Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/SocialJustice.aspx?id=6104,BCTF > How to handle harassment in the hallways in three minutes!  	BCTF Social Justice  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources   For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Social Justice > Issues > LGBTQ How to handle harassment in the hallways in three minutes! 1. Stop the harassment. Interrupt the comment. Halt the physical harassment. Do not pull students aside for confidentiality unless absolutely necessary. It is important that all students—onlookers, potential victims, and potential harassers—get the message that students are safe and protected in your school. Make sure all the students in the area hear your comments. Personalize the response: "Chris, please pause and think before you act." 2. Identify the harassment. Label the form of harassment. "You just made a harassing comment/put-down based upon race" (age, size, gender, religion, abilities, ethnicity, economic status, sexual orientation, etc.). Do not imply that the victim is a member of that identifiable group. 3. Broaden the response. Do not personalize your response at this stage. "We, at this school, do not harass people." "Our community does not appreciate hateful or thoughtless behaviour." "We don’t do put-downs at this school" specifically includes those listening, as well as the school community in general. Re-identify the offensive behaviour. "This name-calling can also be hurtful to the others who overhear it." 4. Ask for change in future behaviour. Now turn the "spotlight" on the harasser, asking for accountability. Even if she or he was "only kidding," the harasser must realize the ramifications of the action. A major goal is to take the spotlight off the victim and turn the focus to the behaviour. Students should realize what was said, regardless of what was meant (e.g., kidding). Check in with the victim at this time. "If this continues, please tell me, and I will take further action. We want everyone to be safe at this school." Again, be sure not to treat the victim as helpless or a member of any target group. Rather, plainly give her or him responsibility on behalf of others. Adapted from Lesbian, Gay and Bisexual Youth Program, Central Toronto Youth Services Rainbow Resource Centre, Winnipeg, Canada 2002 About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=14232,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 20, Number 2, October 2007   BC fails to keep up with other provinces in education funding It will not come as any surprise to teachers struggling to meet their students’ needs that BC lags behind every other province when it comes to real increases (after inflation is accounted for) in public education funding. The figures were recently released by Statistics Canada. The inflation rate for Canada was 15% between 1998–99 and 2004–05. Yet, the increase in average total expenditures per student in all of Canada was 28% over that same period—that is 13% over and above the inflation rate. In British Columbia, the increase in public education expenditures per student was only 5% above the inflation rate, just over one-third of the national average. It means that over the six-year period, the real increase in education funding in BC was a meagre 5% or less than 1% a year. As a result of BC having lower increases than any other province, the student/educator ratio (fewer students per teacher) declined everywhere in Canada except British Columbia. In BC, the student/educator ratio increased (more students per teacher) from 17.2 in 1998–99 to 17.5 in 2004–05. It had dipped to a low of 16.8 in 2001–02 then rose again with the current government in power. BC now has the highest student/educator ratio in Canada. Newfoundland’s is lowest at 13.6. Education expenditures as a percentage of BC’s Gross Domestic Product (GDP is the total of all economic activity in the province) has fallen nearly 16% from 3.8% of GDP to 3.2% between 1998–99 and 2004–05. If the percentage had stayed the same, $980 million more would have been in the provincial education budget in 2004–05. The situation for K–12 education in BC would be dramatically different if the government had maintained that 1998–99 level of spending. For just $250 million—a quarter of the additional amount that the system would have if the same percentage of GDP were spent now as in 1998–99—we would be able to increase the number of teachers by 1,800 to what it was in 2001–02, the last year before the Liberals made the cuts. This would restore teacher-librarians, counsellors, learning assistance teachers, and teacher specialist supports for special needs. These are areas that were legislated out of the collective agreement. The loss of these services created the crisis in special education that the system now faces. That extra money would also allow the system to actually meet the class-size and class-composition limits that were promised in Bill 33, but not delivered on. In addition to the worst student/ educator ratios, BC teachers are the lowest paid in the country, except for New Brunswick, on a per-pupil-taught basis. All of this is happening at a time when the GDP (the real wealth of the country) is growing rapidly—8% in this same time period—and at a time when the BC government is posting budget surpluses every year. – Larry Kuehn  Source: Blouin, P., and Courchesne, M. (2007) Summary of Public School Indicators for the Provinces and Territories, 1998–99 to 2004–05, Ottawa: Statistics Canada. (2004–05 is the latest year for which StatsCan has figures for all provinces.) Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9948,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 4, March 2003 10 new BCTF lesson aids 1 Great Canadian Political Cartoons: 1915 to 1945 by Charles and Cynthia Hou 238 p. ©2002. The years 1915 to 1945 represented a period of transition for Canada, as Britain's power and influence over her former colony declined and Canada's independence and ties to the United States increased. This transition was captured in a unique and often controversial way by some of Canada's finest cartoonists. Cartoons are succinct and to the point. Contains an index and bibliography. Grades 8–12. LA 2014—$39.95 The Art of Decoding Political Cartoons—A Teacher's Guide by Charles and Cynthia Hou, 71 p. LA 2013A—$14.95 2 Fun Phonics: LA 8076—Consonants, $14.95,  LA 8077—Short Vowels, $14.95, LA 8078–Long Vowels, $14.95, LA 8079—Blends and Digraphs, $14.95 produced by Creative Teaching Press, Inc. 34 p. ©1993. These illustrated resource books, with accompanying CD, include lively collections of poems, chants, songs, and accompanying activities. Engaging themes, colourful imagery, and game-like activities draw the students' attention to the components of spoken and written language. Young learners quickly master basic phonics skills as they sing, dance, and move to the lively songs. Motivating movement games and related hands-on activities reinforce learning. Children make meaningful phonetic associations in the context of familiar, engaging text. Song lyrics can be reproduced to make student copies. K–2 3 Celebrating Families, co-produced by The Critical Thinking Cooperative and B.C. Ministry of Education, 129 p. ©2002. The eight critical thinking challenges in this unit focus on recognizing and valuing the similarities and differences among families. Throughout the unit, students compile and create materials for inclusion in a family memory box. Activities include creating and presenting clues about family members to other students who try to guess the identity of the mystery family member, deciding which of their family memories are the most powerful, exploring the benefits of different-sized families, and planning key aspects of a culminating event to celebrate with their families what they have learned. (ISBN 0-84691-246-3) K–1. LA 8239—$13. 4 Explorers of Canada by Sonja E. Schild, 71 p. 2002. This book includes worksheets, maps, an evaluation form, an answer key, plus two colour pages called "Explorer Portraits" and "Explorer Ships." It is reproducible and suitable for elementary students, ESL students, home schooling and students with special needs. The pages can be used for teaching, reviewing or testing. They may be used consecutively or randomly at different age levels. The first half of the book teaches students the most important discoveries and achievements of the explorers by using maps, charts and illustrations. The second half of the book reinforces and tests students by using pictures, games, maps and word search puzzles to make it fun. Most of the pages have a section called Brainwork, which requires research by the students and encourages creative thinking and problem solving. Elementary. LA 9314—$24.95 5 The Aboriginals of the Pacific Northwest by Denny and Neil Hughes, 88 p. ©2002. This fully illustrated activity book, which includes reproducible black line masters and resource sheets, offers reading, writing, drama and art activities for classroom use. The text is information rich and examines historically the shelter, food, transportation and clothing of the coastal First Nations people. The book also examines society, culture and customs of the early Aboriginal people in depth, besides covering the belief systems, potlatches and art of the coastal peoples. The text also examines the tragic demise of the First Nations people after the arrival of European traders and settlers, and it looks sympathetically at First Nations displacement and current land claims. The text aims to develop higher cognitive skills in students, as it addresses ambivalent and complex social issues in an honest and straightforward way. Grades 4–6. LA 9315—$22.95 6 Build Your Own Programmable Lego® Submersible by Harry Bohm and Vickie Jensen 39 p. ©2001. This illustrated resource book for teachers, librarians and parents outlines how to construct a sea angel auv (autonomous underwater vehicle). Included in the book is a submersible description, how to get started information, and tools and a parts list required to build the project, all instructions on how to build the auv to testing the sea angel plus other information on storage, waterproofing, and a resources section. Recommended by the Ministry of Education. Grades 6 and up. LA 9561—$11.95 7 Salish Sea : Manuel de l'enseignant , Pêches et Océans Canada, Parcs Canada 108 p. ©2001. C'est un outil d'enseignement innovateur qui vise à transmettre à la prochaine génération de décideurs-nos enfants-divers messages portant sur la conservation des écosystèmes marins, au moyen de la musique. Ce manuel comprend un exemplaire du CD Salish Sea, mettant en vedette l'auteure-compositrice-interprète Holly Arntzen, accompagnée de chorales du district scolaire de Saanich, sur l'île de Vancouver. Ce manuel contient plus de 75 illustrations incluant 10 originaux pleine page qu'on peut imprimer ou utiliser comme acétates. Contient plus de 70 activités correspondants aux trousses de ressources intégrées du ministère de l'Éducation de la C.-B. "NEW" Enfants de la maternelle à la 7ième année. LA FS68—$30 8 Reading, Writing and Rising Up: Teaching about Social Justice and the Power of the Written Word by Linda Christensen, 110 p. ©2000. This book is a Rethinking Schools Publication, a Wisconsin non-profit educational publisher of books, booklets, and a quarterly journal on school reform, with a focus on issues of equity and social justice. The author is a veteran inner-city school teacher, and this book captures her vision and dedication to teaching disadvantaged high school students. Her style and stories underscore her belief that teaching literacy can be a genuinely empowering experience. The book is filled with wonderful samples of student writing from her classes. Grades 8-12. LA 1001—$20.95 9 Marine and Aquatic Educators' Guide produced by Fisheries and Oceans Canada and Parks Canada, 49p. ©2001. A 1997 review of existing marine conservation learning resources to determine if any met the key concepts identified as priority educational messages by the department. The results of the review have been summarized in this guide as a service to teachers who are often seeking educational materials related to aquatic conservation. The online guide can be accessed at www.pac.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/oceans/ outreach/maergfinal.fpd and www. stewardshipcentre.bc.ca by using a key word search. For teachers. LA S70—$15 10 Not So Scary Science produced by Engaging Science, a joint venture of the H.R. Macmillan Space Centre, Science World B.C. and the Vancouver Aquarium Marine Science Centre. 34 p. ©2001. In this unit a multiplicity of sensory observations is used to have the teacher delve into a series of activities for the classroom that will have students applying the skills used by biologists to develop an understanding of the natural world. Activities include finding the hidden key to treasure, how tall is that tree and how old is that forest?, plot study, critter corner, and food web drawing. K-7. LA 9537—$11. For a complete listing of over 9000 BCTF Lesson Aids, consult the cataloque in your school library or the Lesson Aids online catalogue. www.bctf.ca/LessonAids To order any of the above lesson aids enclose a cheque payable to the BCTF or authorized purchase order to BCTF Lesson Aids Service 100–550 West 6th Avenue, Vancouver, BC V5Z 4P2. GST and postage/handling are included in the prices. Orders are sent by return mail. Check out the web site for the B.C. Association of Learning Materials and Educational Representatives at www.bcalmer.ca for a source for contacts for many curriculum resources and information. Notice BCTF Lesson Aids are primarily intended to provide support for teachers in the development and teaching of units and lessons. They are not "school materials" as described by the February 12, 2002, Representative Assembly. The RA motion covers the purchase of materials that should be the responsibility of a school district. Those would include materials used by students such as class sets of books, paper, drawing materials or other stationery supplies. Resources such as those provided by the Lesson Aids Service of the BCTF, which are of assistance to teachers in their preparation for teaching are not covered by the motion. We encourage members to continue to share materials, lesson aids, and resources with one another. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=30169,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2013 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 25, Number 7, May/June 2013   New Teacher Mentoring Project secures ongoing funding  By Alison Davies   The New Teacher Mentoring Project, co-sponsored by the BCTF, UBC, and BCSSA, has successfully secured ongoing funding from the Ministry of Education. Moving forward, the project will build on the momentum of the pilot launched this school year within the three school districts of Kamloops Thompson, Kootenay Columbia, and Haida Gwaii. Participants in the pilot year have provided valuable affirmation of the benefits of mentorship, and important feedback on what makes a powerful and effective mentoring program. “The knowledge gained from someone else’s years of experience is priceless,” claims one participant just beginning her career. The benefits of mentorship can be seen in the growth of each individual teacher’s practice, in the development of collegiality and collaborative work within school communities, and in more engaged teacher leadership within the culture of a district. Teachers in this year’s program have expressed that “it is integral for growth to have an opportunity where you feel you are permitted to ask questions without judgment.” They have valued “the chance to go into other classrooms and see other teachers in action. You never get that chance normally.” Developing processes of formative non-evaluative feedback for teachers has encouraged them to open up their classrooms to one another, and to consider and discuss different perspectives and teaching strategies. Project feedback has also revealed the powerful reciprocity of mentoring partnerships, and confirmed that everyone can improve his or her practice in some way. “When both new and experienced teachers are open to learning new things, everyone benefits.” The benefit for our students is most important, and through collaborative partnerships, project participants have noted that, “mentoring has resulted in less work in lesson planning, with more results in student learning.” Participant feedback also reflects that an effective mentoring program can have both structure and flexibility. Structure makes clear the purposes, principles, and guidelines for the mentoring partnerships, and flexibility allows teachers to make mentoring meaningful to their specific context and needs. The abiding value of mentoring practice is that it is personalized and formative. It respects and builds upon the goals of the mentee, as she or he develops greater coherence between teaching decisions and student learning. Building an effective program with the right balance of structure and flexibility demands dedicated time and resources, which are both stretched conditions in BC’s current educational climate. This will continue to be a major challenge for the NTMP as it moves forward. What do we hope to accomplish? The aim is to develop and strengthen the quality and sustainability of mentoring programs and processes, responsive to the differing contexts and cultures of schooling throughout the province. Working collaboratively with different school districts, project facilitators will focus on developing capacity and understanding for effective mentorship, and networking across districts to learn what is workable and sustainable. Important to this process is providing opportunities for teachers committed to becoming mentorship teacher-leaders to work side-by-side with a facilitator from the project. These mentor leaders will guide the continuing growth of mentoring practice within their respective districts. Ongoing goals of the project include: providing workshops on learning-focused mentoring and developing tools to encourage focused observation and reflective conversation on classroom practice. exploring the potential for technology to support e-mentoring in those districts challenged by geographic barriers. developing training videos using BC teachers to model effective mentoring practices in different provincial contexts. a series of webinars and a summer institute offered by UBC, tailored to the professional learning interests of the teachers engaged in mentoring. development of district mentoring steering committees. building an online provincial mentoring resource to support the development of quality mentoring programs. continued advocacy for government policy that recognizes the importance of mentoring to the continuum of teachers’ professional learning. For those districts interested in the NTMP over the next two years, the project plan is comprised of two different components. The first component of the project will offer each of three districts (representing different urban, suburban, and rural districts) over a three-year period the opportunity to develop and implement a new mentoring program for their teachers. Support from the project will lay the foundation for a mentoring program that the district/local can self-sustain through organization and funding in the long term. Project funding provides release time for mentors and mentees to work together on their individual professional development goals and provides workshops for effective mentoring practice. Expansion of the project to include three new districts will happen in 2014–15. Applications for this component will be available on the NTMP website: bctf.ca/NewTeachers.aspx?id=28711 no later than January 2014. The second component of the project offers districts the skills and tools to strengthen their current mentoring programs. There is much to learn from the 32 districts in BC that currently have some form of mentorship program. An NTMP facilitator will collaboratively plan with interested district/union/teacher leaders to provide workshops to increase mentor effectiveness within their program. This component will begin in 2013–14. Applications for this component are currently available on the NTMP website. For more information about the project, please visit our website or contact the New Teacher Mentoring Project co-ordinator Alison Davies, adavies@bctf.ca 604-871-1823, (toll free 1-800-663-9163, local 1823).   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11094,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2002 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 14, Number 6, April 2002 Making connections in home economics by Lana Lambert I have taught home economics for 18 years at Pitt Meadows Secondary School and have sponsored connection activities between our school and some of the elementary feeder schools in our district. Three or four times a year, our activities centre on themes such as Halloween, Christmas, Valentine’s Day, Easter, Mother’s Day, and Father’s Day. The children who participate are from Kindergarten to Grade 7, but most often are in the primary grades. Working in a secondary home economics setting, the elementary students are involved in a variety of activities. On Halloween, the students are usually carving pumpkins. Sometimes they bring their own that they have picked at the pumpkin patch. Today, just picking a pumpkin and seeing where and how pumpkins grow can be a learning experience. Most often the pumpkins are provided at cost or donated by the local grocery store. The students are shown a video about pumpkin carving and then working together they carve and create a jack o’ lantern that they can take home with them. If time permits, other craft-related activities are undertaken. At Christmas, my foods and nutrition students will help the visiting elementary students make small gingerbread houses using empty milk cartons and graham wafers with royal icing. The secondary students often make the icing and help the younger students construct and decorate the houses. Sometimes one of the students dresses up as Santa. Cookies are a favourite for Valentine’s Day and crafting a card for someone special. At Easter, students decorate Ukrainian Easter eggs, have Easter egg hunts, and make an Easter card to give with their eggs. These activities have been very successful. They focus on, and emphasize, communicating, helping, socializing, and interacting. Sometimes the secondary students will work with a younger sibling or relative. Although the activities are usually only two hours long, a helper-bond often develops. I have been doing these integration projects for years and discovered that some of my students were former elementary visitors from years back. Sometimes the secondary students discover a new career option in childcare, teaching, or other child-related disciplines. The most beneficial outcome of these activities is the positive energy created. I have students who are not in my classes asking if they can help out and become involved. The social skills of communicating and helping that can surface and be developed through these activities are ones we use during our entire life. I highly recommend this kind of program to anyone who has the time to set it up. Lana Lambert teaches at Pitt Meadows Secondary School, Pitt Meadows. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141007,www.huffingtonpost.com,http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/10/06/spain-nurse-ebola_n_5940736.html,Spanish Nurse First To Contract Ebola Outside West Africa View mobile site October 7, 2014 Huffpost WorldPost Edition: U.S. Show/Hide Brasil BR Canada CA Deutschland DE España ES France FR Italia IT 日本 (Japan) JP 한국 (Korea) KR Maghreb MG United Kingdom UK United States US Follow Newsletters Get WorldPostNewsletters Email address Enter Email Address Huffington Post Search Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search iOS app Android app More Log in Create Account Notifications 0 $USERNAME Profile Settings Logout FRONT PAGE Politics Colorado Governor: Legalizing Marijuana Was 'Reckless' 500 Court Rejects Appeal On South Carolina Redistricting 483 Reporter Asked Mark Pryor Whether Obama Is Doing Enough On Ebola. It Wasn't Pretty. 0 60 Percent Of Americans Soon Will Live In States With Marriage Equality 536 Supreme Court Rejects Gay Marriage Appeals From 5 States 937 Go to Politics More in Politics Pollster Politics Blog Off The Bus Election Maps Pollster You Might Also Like WorldPost Green Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Business Walmart And Whole Foods Are Slowly Killing Traditional Supermarkets 124 Walmart Makes Big Change In Wake Of Obamacare 670 The North And South Are Seriously Divided When It Comes To Fast Food 22 Chase Bank Refuses To Admit How Many People Were Actually Hacked 29 Here's The Letter Calling On Mark Zuckerberg To Help 'Servant'-Like Bus Drivers 27 Go to Business More in Business Small Biz Money You Might Also Like WorldPost Tech Media Arts Sports Weird News Smarter Ideas Urban Progress Media New York Times Editorial Board Backs Marijuana Initiatives 56 This Is Why Live TV Weather Reports Are Still The Best 0 Iran Frees Journalist On Bail 1 Go to Media More in Media Eat The Press Calderone: The Backstory You Might Also Like Entertainment TV Comedy Arts Books Religion Moviefone Green Reality Star Reveals The Stunning Pollution TV Cameras Didn't Show 17 Bear Cub Found Dead In Central Park 16 LOOK: This Crab Stood Up To A Very Large Alligator -- And Won 1 World Falling Behind On Plan To Protect Natural World, UN Says 7 Hey, America: It's Time To Talk About The Price Of Water 33 Go to Green More in Green Energy Climate Change Animals Green Tech Green Holiday You Might Also Like Politics Food WorldPost Science Healthy Living Tech Facebook Possibly Planning A Secret New Use For Messenger, Leaked Screenshots Reveal 11 You're Using Your Sunglasses All Wrong 8 Why People Have Stopped Downloading iOS 8 0 Twitter Sues For Right To Disclose Details Of Government Surveillance Requests 0 Hewlett-Packard Plans To Break Into Two Companies 77 Go to Tech More in Tech TEDWeekends Social Media You Might Also Like Small Biz Green Science NY SF Smarter Ideas TechCrunch Engadget Arts The Glamorous History Of Pin-Up Like You've Never Seen It Before 3 1 Here Are A Bunch Of F*cking Delightful Artsy Cat Photos. You're Welcome. 3 This Is What It Really Looks Like To Be A Modern Day Nun 8 New Animation-Inspired Art Show Will Make You Yearn For Saturday Morning Cartoons 0 Go to Arts More in Arts Painting Film Design Photography Theater Architecture You Might Also Like Books NY Los Angeles Travel 50 Fictional Places You Can Visit In Real Life 6 Go to Travel More in Travel Travel Video Destinations Themed Guides TSA Airlines You Might Also Like Food Arts World GPS for the Soul Recipes Women 60 Little Tips That Can Change A College Girl's Life 7 Gillian Anderson Says Sexism Is 'Easy To Miss' And 'Easy To Get Used To' 26 The History Of The Bra [INFOGRAPHIC] 6 Go to Women More in Women Love & Sex Career & Money Women's Health You Might Also Like Style Weddings Divorce Parents Healthy Living Black Voices Latino Voices Religion Here's Why These Muslims Are Refusing To Criticize ISIS 816 Mother Upset Over School Assignment About Islam 1K Beardless Jesus Discovered On Early Christian Artifact 0 David Archuleta Released His First Single In Years . . . And You'll Never Guess What He's Singing About 43 What Happened When Tony Campolo's Son 'Came Out' As Humanist 58 Go to Religion More in Religion Buddhism Christianity Hinduism Islam Judaism You Might Also Like Arts World Healthy Living Impact GPS for the Soul HuffPost Live Next Ferguson & The Threat Of State Violence Next SCOTUS To Rule On Prisoner's Beard Tomorrow 'Felony' Star Jai Courtney LIVE Tomorrow Author & Therapist Linda Carroll LIVE Tomorrow Macy Gray LIVE Go to Huffpost Live All Sections News Politics WorldPost Business Small Business Money Media Sports Education Crime Weird News Good News Entertainment Entertainment Celebrity Comedy Arts & Culture Books TV Life & Style Healthy Living GPS for the Soul Style Home Taste Weddings Travel Parents Divorce Huff/Post 50 Marlo Thomas OWN Dr. Phil Tech & Science Tech Science Green Code Voices Women Black Voices Latino Voices Voces (en español) Gay Voices Religion College Teen Impact Local Chicago DC Denver Detroit Hawaii Los Angeles Miami New York San Francisco Our Mobile Apps: iOS Android HuffPost Live (iOS) GPS For The Soul (iOS) GPS For The Soul (Android) WorldPost Berggruen Institute on Governance ChinaFile How A Self-Described 'Blonde Tattooed Texas Girl' Became An ISIS Twitter Star 2014-10-03 19:22:38 It's Been 3 Weeks Since Anyone's Seen Kim And Rumors Are Swirling 2014-10-06 16:54:02 Syria Blasts At School Kill 32, Including 10 Kids 2014-10-01 08:58:17 3 New Findings On ISIS Weapons That You Should Know About 2014-10-06 20:46:37 Al-Shabab Militants Pushed Out Of Last Significant Stronghold In Somalia 2014-10-05 15:47:37 Turkish Riot Police Detain ISIS Sympathizers After Protesters Clash On Campus 2014-10-01 13:50:02 This Unlikely Revolutionary Will Change The Way You Think About Syria 2014-10-03 07:36:06 WATCH: Two Container Ships Collide In The Suez Canal 2014-09-30 17:45:28 Kurds Face Massacre In Syrian Border Town As Turkey Just Watches 2014-10-05 18:09:59 WHO: More Cases Of Ebola In Europe Unavoidable 2014-10-07 09:21:00 Warships From South Korea, North Korea Exchange Warning Shots 2014-10-06 23:19:13 American Held Hostage By ISIS: 'I Am Obviously Pretty Scared To Die' 2014-10-06 03:42:29 Erdogan Demands Apology From Biden After ISIS Comments 2014-10-04 10:51:53 Kurds Claim Key Border Border Crossing After Fierce Battles With ISIS 2014-09-30 20:08:33 Previous Story Next Story Spanish Nurse First To Contract Ebola Outside West Africa  | By JORGE SAINZ Posted: 10/06/2014 1:32 pm EDT Updated: 5 hours ago Share Tweet Email Comment tumblr stumble reddit JORGE SAINZ, Associated Press MADRID (AP) — In the first known transmission of the outbreak of Ebola outside West Africa, a Spanish nurse who treated a missionary for the disease at a Madrid hospital has tested positive for the virus, Spain's health minister said Monday. The female nurse was part of the medical team that cared for a 69-year-old Spanish priest who died Sept. 25 in a Madrid hospital designated for treating Ebola patients after he was flown home from Sierra Leone, where he served as the medical director of a hospital there treating infected Ebola patients, Health Minister Ana Mato said. The nurse is believed to have contracted the virus from that priest, though she was also a member of the team that treated another Spanish priest who died earlier from Ebola. More than 370 health workers in West Africa have become infected in the outbreak, and more than half of those have died. Doctors and nurses there have worked under difficult conditions, treating patients in overflowing wards, sometimes without proper protection. But even under ideal conditions, experts warn that caring for Ebola patients always involves a risk. WHO estimates the latest Ebola outbreak has killed more than 3,400 people. The World Health Organization on Monday night confirmed there has not been a transmission outside West Africa in the current outbreak prior to the Spanish nurse. WHO spokeswoman Fadela Chaib told The Associated Press that the only confirmed cases were in West Africa and the United States, with no known transmission outside West Africa. The organization is awaiting official notification of the case from Spanish authorities, she added. The Spanish nurse went on vacation the day after the priest died but checked in Sunday to a public hospital in the working class Madrid suburb of Alcorcon with a fever and was placed in isolation. Mato said the infection was confirmed by two tests. Antonio Alemany, Madrid's director of primary health care, told reporters that the woman had no symptoms besides the fever and that authorities were drawing up a list of people the nurse had contact with so they can be monitored. He did not say where the married woman with no children spent her vacation, nor did he specify whether health authorities are checking people who she came into contact with where she went for vacation. She is the only person quarantined in Spain but her husband and health workers who cared for her during her admission to the hospital Sunday are being monitored. Authorities gave no details on how they were being monitored. The nurse cared for Manuel Garcia Viejo, who was in charge of the San Juan del Dios hospital in Lunsar, Sierra Leone. In August, she also assisted in the treatment of 75-year-old Spanish priest Miguel Pajares, also flown back to Spain from Liberia. He died after being treated with the experimental Ebola medicine ZMapp but authorities said Garcia Viejo was not given the treatment because worldwide supplies ran out. Just after midnight Tuesday, the nurse was transferred from the hospital in Alcorcon for treatment at Madrid's Carlos III hospital, where the two priests were cared for until they died. She was taken there in a convoy of ambulances accompanied by a police escort. Spanish authorities said they were investigating how the nurse became infected at a hospital with modern health care facilities and special equipment for handling cases of deadly viruses. The virus that causes Ebola spreads only through direct contact with the bodily fluids of an infected person showing symptoms. ____ Barry Hatton in Lisbon, Portugal, Sarah DiLorenzo in Dakar, Senegal, Alan Clendenning in Madrid and Frank Jordans in Berlin contributed to this report. Also on HuffPost: Close  Ebola in West Africa of   Rigiatu Kamara (R), 38, who has recovered from the Ebola virus disease poses in her house in Kenema, Sierra Leone, on August 26, 2014. (Photo by Mohammed Elshamy/Anadolu Agency/Getty Images) Rigiatu Kamara (R), 38, who has recovered from the Ebola virus disease poses with her husband Baibai Kamara (L), 40, in Kenema, Sierra Leone, on August 26, 2014. (Mohammed Elshamy/Anadolu Agency/Getty Images) Rigiatu Kamara, 38, who has recovered from the Ebola virus disease smiles as she looks at the photos from her youth in Kenema, Sierra Leone, on August 26, 2014. (Mohammed Elshamy/Anadolu Agency/Getty Images) Rigiatu Kamara (R), 38, who has recovered from the Ebola virus disease poses in her house in Kenema, Sierra Leone, on August 26, 2014. (Mohammed Elshamy/Anadolu Agency/Getty Images) KENEMA, SIERRA LEONE - AUGUST 26: (Filed) Rigiatu Kamara, 38, who has recovered from the Ebola virus disease looks at the photos from her youth in Kenema, Sierra Leone, on August 26, 2014. Kenema city of Sierra Leone is one of the places that Ebola virus diseases seen the most. (Photo by Mohammed Elshamy/Anadolu Agency/Getty Images) Rigiatu Kamara, 38, who has recovered from the Ebola virus disease shows a photo from her youth in Kenema, Sierra Leone, on August 26, 2014. (Mohammed Elshamy/Anadolu Agency/Getty Images) Liberian street artist Stephen Doe paints on September 8, 2014 a mural to inform people about the symptoms of the deadly Ebola virus in Monrovia. (DOMINIQUE FAGET/AFP/Getty Images) People wait for Liberian security forces to allow them to deliver foodstuff to friends and family members in the West Point area that has been hardest hit by the Ebola virus spreading in Monrovia, Liberia, Monday, Aug. 25, 2014. (AP Photo/Abbas Dulleh) A medical worker of the John Fitzgerald Kennedy Hospital in Monrovia disinfects a wall on September 6, 2014. The death toll from the Ebola epidemic has climbed above 2,000, the World Health Organisation (WHO) said on September 5, as it voiced hopes a vaccine could be available in November. (DOMINIQUE FAGET/AFP/Getty Images) Medical workers of the John Fitzgerald Kennedy hospital in Monrovia, responsible for transport of the bodies of Ebola virus victims, wear their protective suits as they walk past a sick woman waiting for assistance, on September 6, 2014. (DOMINIQUE FAGET/AFP/Getty Images) Medical workers of the John Fitzgerald Kennedy hospital in Monrovia put on protective suits prior to carrying bodies of Ebola virus victims on September 6, 2014. (DOMINIQUE FAGET/AFP/Getty Images) People walk in a street in Monrovia's West Point slum on September 6, 2014. (DOMINIQUE FAGET/AFP/Getty Images) People walk in a street in Monrovia's West Point slum on September 6, 2014. (DOMINIQUE FAGET/AFP/Getty Images) A Liberian policeman stands guard on September 6, 2014 in Monrovia's West Point slum. (DOMINIQUE FAGET/AFP/Getty Images) Children react on September 6, 2014 during a World Food Program (WFP) food distribution in Monrovia's West Point slum. (DOMINIQUE FAGET/AFP/Getty Images) A man waits outside a World Food Program (WFP) food distribution tent in Monrovia's West Point slum on September 6, 2014. (DOMINIQUE FAGET/AFP/Getty Images) People wait during a World Food Programme (WFP) food distribution in Monrovia's West Point slum on September 6, 2014. (DOMINIQUE FAGET/AFP/Getty Images)  Share  Tweet  ✖ Advertisement Share this ✖ close Current Slide More: Reuters Ebola Spain Ebola Ebola Outbreak Ebola West Africa Nurse Ebola Spain Nurse Ebola Spanish Nurse Ebola Video Suggest a correction   Click here to view Conversations Conversations Suggested For You FOLLOW HUFFPOST Email Email Address Options The Morning Email WorldPost Get top stories and blog posts emailed to me each day.. Facebook HuffPost WorldPost Twitter HuffPost Follow WorldPost Follow Google Plus HuffPost WorldPost RSS Most Popular on HuffPost Latest News WorldPost All RSS / Feeds Phone Available on the App Store Android App on Google Play Get it at Blackberry App World Capitals Forward Alexander Ovechkin Goes on Sushi Date with 10-Year-Old Fan 5-Year-Old Becomes the NBA’s Most Adorable New Player for a Day #WAKEUPCALL Might Be The Next ALS Ice Bucket Challenge Time - Politics Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search Advertise Log In Make HuffPost your Home Page RSS Careers FAQ User Agreement Privacy Comment Policy About Us About Our Ads Contact Us Copyright ©2014 TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. "The Huffington Post" is a registered trademark of TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. All rights reserved. Part of HPMG News Use this form to alert a HuffPost editor about a factual or typographical error in this story. Notify message * Required * * * What kind of error is this? Choose an option Factual or typographical Comment moderation problem Rights and permissions Other * What is the correction? 0 count Describe the error here (1,000 character limit) * Type the words below so we know you are not a cyborg Sign me up for The Morning Email Thank you!)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=18250,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 6, April 2009  Is your old school about to be demolished? Lessons to be learned from Charles Dickens Elementary in Vancouver By Noel Herron From the outside, Charles Dickens Elementary School in east Vancouver is the very picture of a modern and appealing contemporary school building with a circular sweeping entrance and decorative wooden beams slanting outwards from its roof and on three sides. The building from both the front and sides looks lovely—the back is another matter entirely. On top of that, this is the first elementary environmentally sustainable-LEED school building in the city with several cutting edge features to confirm this. As school trustees at the time of construction approval five years ago, we were very proud of the latter accomplishment. But I wonder, despite our misgivings, if we really knew what was in store for this exceptional school-community when the building was completed. (Dickens has been recognized as a lighthouse school within the VSB.) Appearances can be deceptive and when one visits this newly constructed school, speaks to the staff, examines the options that this divided school-community faced five years ago (when compelled by Victoria’s unyielding “area standards” requirements to demolish the 95-year-old structure that had a cherished place in the community), a vastly different picture now emerges. At the centre of the controversy that raged for over two years prior to demolition—was the asinine and very costly, (as we now have witnessed) rigid requirement by the Ministry of Education that forces boards of education to accept the lowest bidder when new buildings go out for tender. In the case of Charles Dickens Elementary, this led to the demolition of the old school. It should be noted that many European jurisdictions allow their municipalities to accept bidders up to and including the median-priced submissions. This does not tie the hands of municipalities/school boards, and the flexibility allowed produces superior construction. Not in BC. We stubbornly go the cheaper route when we rebuild our schools or start new school construction in this province and we make no allowances for flexibility. That is, unless your school happens to be in the premier’s Point Grey riding. And we pay a price for this shortsighted policy with shoddy construction; leaking buildings with schools shrouded in tarpaulins; plus the inconvenience and disruption, of daily teaching-learning activities for students and teachers. Victoria’s policy invariably leads to cheaper (and often disastrous) construction sites stemming from cost-cutting measures by successive builders as evidenced by the history of False Creek Elementary School. Renovated twice at a cost of over $2 million since it was built in 1977, False Creek school is but one example of poor planning. And more recently, yet another example is found in General Gordon Elementary School in 2003 where the VSB reached an out-of-court settlement with the construction company that left a string of messy and incomplete projects in its wake. Just as you should not judge a book by its cover, so the same should apply to new school buildings. In the case of the 95-year-old Dickens building, it was very clear from the start that by forcing the Vancouver Board of Education (and thus the Dickens school-community) to accept the bottom bidder, Victoria in effect was bluntly saying to one and all: heritage features be damned, build your school the cheapest possible way. The rigid constraints of the ministry’s official design sheet tie the hands of architects seeking to provide communities with a core building with a life expectancy of 90 years. With smaller classrooms, which reflect smaller class sizes, other spaces rated as a percentage of the gross space such as storage, health, administrative spaces, halls, and stairs are equally squeezed leading to awkward and ungracious structures. And today, as a result of this squeezing at Dickens, we see the sad results. Apart from a larger, brighter gym and healthier air flow, the following items were noted: Not a single heritage feature of the 95-year-old former building remains. Classrooms are 25% smaller than in the old building, based on downsized standards. The teachers’ staffroom, which doubles as a meeting room, is 30% smaller. The principal’s office, used for parental interviews and to meet members of the general public, is a stamp-sized (8’ x 10’)—you have to see it to believe it. The school’s music room lacks soundproofing and thus is totally dysfunctional. Hallways are 30% narrower. Storage space has been reduced by 80%. Cupboards have toppled off the wall in one room. The children will be without a school playground for at least two years until the project is complete (this now forms an unappealing, crater-pocked, landscape at the back of the school). The school lost its external covered play area—astoundingly, Vancouver doesn’t have enough rain to qualify! Two classrooms leaked badly eight months after opening, leading to leakages in adjoining rooms. With BC now embarking on a $1.3 billion shovel-ready, school upgrading, and school construction plan—announced in the February 2009 budget—you can add millions more to this estimate, plus the hundreds of millions already allocated to correct the leaky-school syndrome as Victoria stubbornly continues to insist that school boards accept the lowest bidder. This double whammy is a disgraceful waste of taxpayer’s money. But note, as we approach the May provincial election, two schools in the premier’s riding, about to be renovated, will not only retain their old buildings and heritage features, but will be given added considerations, thanks in part to a generous $30 million deal. Some school communities are more equal than others in this province. Last month, Vancouver trustees approved four schools for seismic upgrading. Prior to this, due to persistent parental pressure and insidious comparisons with the favoured treatment accorded two schools in the premier’s Point Grey riding, Victoria was forced to allocate a 15% increase in the previously approved construction budget for these four schools. Charles Dickens school did not receive this added 15% consideration (at the time of contruction) on what now passes for the seismic upgrading program under the BC Liberals. If further confirmation of the politicization of this process is needed, Victoria has made it very clear that control of the upgrading of the Point Grey schools will be directed by the Ministry of Education, thus, in effect overriding the authority of the Vancouver board. It is very clear from all of this that the era of the leaky-school syndrome and of bad construction is far from over in BC schools and that raw politics still dominate the selection of schools for seismic upgrading in this province. The lessons to be learned from Charles Dickens Elementary School in Vancouver are indeed many, varied, and timely. If only we pay heed to them. Noel Herron is a former Vancouver trustee. For additional information on Victoria’s design sheet go to: www.bced.gov.bc.ca/capitalplanning/resources/areastandards.pdf Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=10120,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 5, April 2003 Let’s talk about social justice by Dan Blake At the 2003 BCTF AGM the following recommendations were passed: Recommendation 45 (as amended) That a consultation process with members, locals, PSAs, and committees on the role and delivery of social justice in the BCTF be undertaken. Recommendation 46 That the consultation with members regarding the role of social justice in the BCTF be conducted by the Social Justice Advisory Committee, such consultation to include a variety of methods of receiving input from members, with a report to the Executive Committee by December 2003. The BCTF has a long and proud tradition of being in the vanguard of social movements in British Columbia. It’s not really all that long ago that women teachers who became pregnant had to leave their teaching jobs. The provision of maternity leave was not granted by forward-looking employers, but was the result of a hard-fought struggle by the BCTF and other unions. In the early 1970s, the BCTF Status of Women Program came into being and was followed a couple of years later by the Program Against Racism (PAR). Both programs had a provincial advisory committee, a network of contacts, workshops, and a staff person to provide logistical support. A provincial Children’s Rights Committee followed. In the mid—1990s, teachers brought the issues of homophobia and heterosexism to the attention of delegates at successive AGMs. For strategic reasons, teachers challenging homophobia and heterosexism in the public education system chose to form an organization outside the BCTF. The organization is Gay and Lesbian Educators of B.C., better known by the acronym, GALE-BC. At the 1998 AGM, a motion was brought forward to take the existing discrete programs and bring them all together under one program umbrella, called the Social Justice Program. The hotly debated motion was passed by a narrow margin. The BCTF made a strong commitment to make the new structure for social justice work. The new social justice structure has been in place five years. It’s time to take stock. As you see from the recommendations passed at the 2003 AGM, the BCTF is committed to the broadest possible discussion among the members about the direction of social justice work in the Federation. As well as clarifying our goals about directions for social justice, the consultation process will, we hope, renew and invigorate our commitment to social justice. The Social Justice Advisory Committee is recommending to the Executive Committee at its April 10–12 meeting a wide range of consultation opportunities for members. I hope you will take part in the discussions. The committee welcomes both formal and informal comments. Send your comments to any of the committee members: bhailstone@bctf.ca canselmo@bctf.ca cbrice@bctf.ca giese@bctf.ca gmorong@bctf.ca hsangra@bctf.ca jchrona@bctf.ca mwarren@bctf.ca sfairbairn@bctf.ca Dan Blake is an assistant director in the BCTF’s Professional and Social Issues Division. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/francais/NouvellesFECB.aspx?id=30844,Nouvelles de la FECB Vol.19, No.3, 25 septembre 2013  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Nouvelles de la FECB archives 2013–14  2012–13  Home > Français > Nouvelles de la FECB > 2013-14 Archive       Volume 19, Numéro 4, 25 septembre 2013  Dans ce numéro:   Des milliers de personnes participent à la Journée de l'éducation de Vérité et Réconciliation   Vos droits au travail : 1913 ou 2013 ?   Exposé éducatif :Le Fonds pour l'amélioration de l’apprentissage/The Learning Improvement Fund (LIF) n'a pas amélioré les conditions d'apprentissage   Notre journée au tribunal, les auditions sur la loi 28 toujours en cours   Votre lien vers la justice sociale  Vous envisagez de rejoindre un comité de la FECB         Des milliers de personnes participent à la Journée de l'éducation de Vérité et Réconciliation   Commencant par l'allumage du feu sacré à Ambleside Beach et se terminant par la Marche pour la réconciliation, le dimanche 22 septembre, personne n'aurait pu prédire combien les participants seraient profondément touchés par l’ensemble des événements de la semaine de Réconciliation.   Lors de la Journée de l'éducation, les élèves ont appris la vérité sur les pensionnats via des témoignages de première main des survivants et de leurs familles. Tout aussi important, les élèves ont aussi appris pourquoi ce temps de la réconciliation, dû depuis fort longtemps, doit activement commencer dès maintenant. Lors d'une cérémonie spéciale, le Project of Heart de la FECB a été présenté devant un auditoire de 5000 membres, parallèlement, un canoë créé par des élèves de C.-B., magnifiquement décoré des carreaux de Project of Heart, était fièrement dévoilé.   Beaucoup d'enseignants de la C.-B.ont eu accès aux bourses de la FECB pour participer à la Journée de l'éducation. D'autres qui travaillent assez près du PNE ont pu amener leurs élèves à des événements. Plus de 4.400 élèves, enseignants et personnel de soutien ont participé à cette expérience d'apprentissage unique.   «Les enseignants se sont engagés à enseigner la vraie histoire des pensionnats et à commémorer les vies de milliers d'enfants autochtones qui ont subi une série de mauvais traitements et sont même morts à la suite de l'expérience des pensionnats indiens », a déclaré Jim Iker, président de la FECB «Ces enseignants seront en mesure de rentrer chez eux pour travailler, au sein de leurs communautés, à bâtir de nouvelles relations et à transmettre leurs connaissances afin d’aider les autres enseignants et les élèves à aborder ce chapitre tragique de l'histoire canadienne. »   Vos droits au travail : 1913 ou 2013 ?     La discrimination n'est jamais la bienvenue peu importe quand elle se produit, mais il semble que le conseil scolaire du Grand Victoria essaie de mettre en place une politique qui ressemble étrangement à se qui se passait il y a un siècle. Plus généralement, ils veulent empêcher un enseignant de demander et d'obtenir un poste temporaire si l'enseignant sait qu’il ne sera pas en mesure de travailler au moins la moitié de la durée du poste affiché. Dans les faits, les seules personnes qui savent qu'elles auront besoin de prendre un congé sont les femmes enceintes, les parents qui prennent un congé parental de longue durée, ou des personnes ayant des procédures médicales de prévues.   Le résultat d'une telle politique, basée sur le genre et la famille, signifie qu'un groupe spécifique d’enseignants, surtout les jeunes femmes, bénéficie de moins de droits que ses collègues. Ils vont passer à côté d'un cumul d'ancienneté, de crédits de pension et d'autres avantages. Le conseil scolaire affirme qu'ils essayent de régler les perturbations dans la salle de classe.   Jim Iker, dans une lettre au Times Colonist, le 24 septembre, qualifie la politique du conseil scolaire de sexiste et de déni des droits fondamentaux de l'homme. Lisez sa lettre dans son intégralité ici.   L'Association des enseignantes et des enseignants du Grand Victoria fait circuler une pétition à présenter au conseil scolaire. Vous pouvez signer la pétition ici   Exposé éducatif : Le fonds pour l'amélioration de l’apprentissage/The Learning Improvement Fund (LIF) n'a pas amélioré les conditions d'apprentissage   Le gouvernement provincial a tenté de contourner la décision du tribunal de 2011, qui disait qu'il fallait remédier à l’inconstitutionnalité du dépouillement de notre contrat par la mise en place d'un « Fonds pour l'amélioration de l'apprentissage », affirmant qu’il y aurait 500 enseignants de plus en salle de classe.       Il n'en fut rien. En fait, dans la première année de la LIF (2012-13), les écoles avaient 31 enseignants de moins que l'année précédente. Le nombre de spécialistes en éducation spécialisée a augmenté de près de 100. Cela, toutefois, a été compensé par une réduction du budget de l’enseignement régulier. En fin de compte, il n'y a pas eu augmentation, mais diminution du nombre d'enseignants.      C'était un appât classique. Fournir plus d'argent pour l'amélioration de l'éducation spécialisée, mais équilibrer cela par moins d’enseignants et des classes plus chargées. Et dans ces plus grandes classes, plus de 15.000 ont quatre élèves ou plus ayant des besoins particuliers identifiés. Il est choquant que 3.500 classes aient au moins sept élèves ayant des besoins particuliers !   C'est le cas que le président BCTF Jim Iker a présenté le 20 septembre au Standing Committee of the Legislature on Finance and Public Services / le Comité permanent des finances et des services publics de l'Assemblée législative.   Les recommandations de la FECB au comité permanent sont que le gouvernement augmente le financement pour les trois prochaines années pour au moins amener la C.-B. à la moyenne nationale ou au delà. En moyenne, les élèves des autres provinces obtiennent 1000 $ de plus de services par élève que ce que la C.-B. dépense. Il a également appelé à la stabilité du système scolaire à laquelle le ministre prétend aspirer. Cela peut aboutir s'il y a un financement adéquat pour des conditions raisonnables de salaires, des temps de préparation et des conditions en salle de classe améliorés.      Cliquez ici pour la brève complète sur le site web de la FECB          Notre journée au tribunal, les auditions sur la loi 28 toujours en cours    Les avocats de la FECB continuent de faire entendre nos arguments pour une réparation appropriée du dépouillement inconstitutionnel de notre convention collective en 2002 et sur la légalité de la loi 22. Les avocats du gouvernement affirment qu'ils ont consultés de manière adéquate la FECB en 2012, et de ce fait a voté la loi 22 et le Fonds pour l'amélioration apprentissage. Les audiences en cours se termineront début octobre avec des arguments définitifs prévus pour novembre. Le juge examinera ensuite l'énorme quantité de preuves, ce qui rend peu probable une décision avant le printemps.    Votre lien vers la justice sociale   Qu'est-ce que les enseignants réalisent avec la subvention de la FECB en justice sociale ? Vous voulez un cours intensif sur les droits des enfants ? Vous vous demandez ce qui se passe avec l'homophobie et le sport dans les écoles? Le Comité d'action en justice sociale produit un bulletin d'information pour mettre les enseignants à jour sur les questions auxquelles les élèves sont confrontés et sur la manière dont, en tant qu’enseignants, nous pouvons faire une différence qualitative dans leur vie. Le bulletin est maintenant disponible en format convivial pour  iPads et iPhones. Lisez le dernier bulletin sur la justice sociale ici.        Vous envisagez de rejoindre un comité de la FECB   Le Comité  pour l'action en justice sociale –le comite d’action antiraciste, le Comité de la sécurité du revenu, et le comité consultatif des enseignants suppléants ont des postes vacants. Découvrez ce que font ces comités et comment être candidats en cliquantici .         Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=22402&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 23, Number 5, March 2011   Quality childcare is early learning The right to public education By Karen Bernath  In the Spring of 2010, the Government of British Columbia decided to move forward with the partial implementation of full-day Kindergarten in BC schools for September of 2010. Once full-day Kindergarten is fully implemented in the fall of 2011, the plan is to move forward with programs for three-and four-year-olds. While universal, publicly funded services for young children seems to be a step in the right direction; the Coalition of Child Care Advocates and Early Childhood Educators recognize it is happening without a comprehensive strategy for success. The Coalition of Child Care Advocates of BC and the Early Childhood Educators of BC (the coalition) have released a plan for moving to a system of “Integrated Early Care and Learning in BC.” You can find the briefing notes at www.cccabc.bc.ca or www.ecebc.ca. The briefing notes state that: “Our plan builds on what is already well established. Families need access to quality care. Quality child care is early learning. Current policies and approaches do not meet the needs of BC’s children and families. Public spending on the early years is a wise social and economic investment. Quality matters.” So, what does this mean for teachers across BC and the BCTF? The starting principle of the plan is the right of all children to access universal, high-quality, publicly funded early care and learning. This is not unlike the governing principles of the BCTF, which believes that all children have those same rights to public education. One of the key elements of the coalition proposal is the following: “Ministry of Education responsible for planning, developing, delivering, and governing integrated system of early care and learning from birth up.” For those of us who teach at the early primary level of our education system, this makes sense as we tend to intuitively see that early care and learning is inextricably linked to the work that we do in our classrooms. The work of the Human Early Learning Partnership (HELP), has provided us with much research on how those early years affect the development and success of students once they reach Kindergarten. HELP also has a number of initiatives such as the 15-by-15 plan which seeks to improve family policy in the province to better support our children. It seems we are all on the same page when it comes to the importance of implementing and recognizing the importance of sufficient resources to meet the needs of families who face social and economic challenges by increasing access to childcare and reducing poverty. Education is a key factor in breaking the cycle of generational poverty. The coalition have put together a comprehensive strategy for changes that will help to ensure success if the government truly wants to move toward a program for three- and four-year-olds within the public school system. The coalition recognizes that their emerging plan does not answer every question or provide every detail. They have approached the BCTF as a partner in helping to shape the future of early care and learning in BC. As BCTF members, we can help by checking out their website, reading the full brief, and discussing the plan with colleagues. Karen Bernath teaches at Bankhead Elementary School, Kelowna. )
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8882,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, Number 3, January/February 2004 President’s message At press time, we are still working hard to resolve the College of Teachers dispute and ensure that members’ rights are protected. Education Minister Christy Clark has announced her intention to restore democratic governance to the college council, but we have yet to see any legislative change and or to receive a positive answer to one of our many requests for a meeting. Nonetheless, we can all take heart from the success of our campaign so far. The feeling of unity and professional pride has been, as the kids say, awesome! In addition, the willingness of teachers to take action and to speak out publicly, despite the many pressures to silence us, has been truly inspiring. I’m very proud of the many members who wrote to their trustees, MLAs, and the minister herself. As well, teachers have contributed to letters-to-the-editor columns of newspapers all over the province, expressing our concerns while maintaining a professional manner. And speaking of professionalism, please take the time to read page 4 of this issue, where you’ll meet a colleague of whom we can all be proud. He’s Langley teacher Mohammed Chelali, recently made a Knight of the Legion d’Honneur by the government of France for disarming a neo-Nazi assassin aiming to kill President Jacques Chirac. For me, Mohammed epitomizes the ideals of professionalism, grace under pressure, and solidarity. I very much appreciated being invited along with the Chelali family and friends to share in a celebratory evening at the French consulate in Vancouver. I was touched that, in his moment of honour, Mohammed made sure to include his colleagues, his students, and his union. Neil Worboys Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/IS-news.aspx?id=30418&printPage=true,International Solidarity News Vol. 8, No. 1, May 2013  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Newsletters and Alerts > International Solidarity News > 2012-13 Archives   International Solidarity News Vol. 8, No. 1, May 2013 * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * Contents  BCTF International Solidarity in the news—the Teacher newsmagazine, that is  Committee position open for applications  Quotable quotes  CoDevelopment Canada’s annual dinner  International solidarity e-mail lists  * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * BCTF INTERNATIONAL SOLIDARITY IN THE NEWS—THE TEACHER NEWSMAGAZINE, THAT IS  Speaking of being a teacher and wanting to contribute to positive change in society, El Salvadorean union activist Maria Eugenia Morelos de Ária says: “The only answer is to dare to try to make a difference”. Several articles in the May/June issue of the Teacher newsmagazine (online only, at http://www.bctf.ca/TeacherNewsmagMay2013/), provide moving examples of teachers doing just this, and the BCTF’s International Solidarity Program is proud to be a part of it. BCTF solidarity supports teacher colleagues in South Africa  Did you know that the BCTF supported the organizing work of the first non-racial teachers’ union in South Africa in the early 1990s? This support is remembered and appreciated by South Africa’s High Commissioner to Canada—who was the new union’s president at the time. Read more about the BCTF-SADTU connection here: http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=30160  Central American teachers tackle “machismo”  As a result of teacher professional development in a locally-developed Non-sexist and Inclusive Pedagogy Program, El Salvadorean students are learning a new way of seeing gender roles. And in spite of the other severe challenges Honduran teachers face (see next article), they are also pursuing gender-equity work. These articles describe some of the hopes and struggles of these Central American teachers: http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=30161  and Honduran teachers struggle to defend human and labour rights  http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=30165  To Peru, in solidarity  Ever wondered what it would be like to set up a local union office… in Peru? Probably not—but Terrace teacher Karen Andrews, a former local president and Peru Project participant, has seen it for herself: http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=30178 . Her article concludes, That night, many thanks were given to the BCTF for supporting their local through the offering of professional development for its membership. It was also that night that I truly understood the importance of the BCTF’s international solidarity program. It offers not only professional development, but also connection and moral support to teachers who are defending public education and workers’ rights against daunting odds. That night, we raised our glasses in solidarity. To see the photographs accompanying these articles, access the full-page view, at http://www.bctf.ca/TeacherNewsmagMay2013/ (select “Expand”).  * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * COMMITTEE POSITION OPEN FOR APPLICATIONS  Have you considered getting involved with the BCTF International Solidarity Program as a committee member? Open the pdf document “Posting 16–Committee vacancies for 2013–14”, accessible on the BCTF website at http://www.bctf.ca/opportunities/BCTFCommittees.aspx, for details about the opening for a three-year term, which is listed as “W.R. Long International Solidarity Fund” (scroll to page 3). Note: Friday, May 31, is the application deadline. The curriculum vitae form is available on the same “BCTF committee/facilitator postings” page; be sure to advise and confirm receipt of your faxed or e-mailed application with Mary McClure at the BCTF office (604-871-1878), as directed in the instructions in the postings document.  * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * QUOTABLE QUOTES  In February we invited globaled list subscribers to send us your reflections on personal involvement in international solidarity work. We incorporated much of what we received into a presentation for the lobby display during the BCTF AGM in March. This presentation is now online, and you can check it out at http://bctf.ca/SocialJustice.aspx?id=6292, linked on the text “Partners and participants comment on BCTF international solidarity”. Additional contributions to expand this presentation are welcome. Contact Anne Field, afield@bctf.ca if you have a submission or questions. * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * CODEVELOPMENT CANADA’S ANNUAL DINNER  Here’s an invitation to support and celebrate CoDevelopment Canada, BCTF’s project partner in Latin America. CoDevelopment Canada invites you to join them on Saturday, June 1st (doors at 5:30pm) for CoDev’s annual fundraising dinner at the (NOTE Location Change) Fraserview Hall (8240 Fraser Street, Vancouver). Come celebrate 28 years of building partnerships between like-minded organizations, in Canada and Latin America, to empower women, foster Canadian-Latin American partnerships, and strengthen civil society. It will be an evening of great food, good friends, fantastic entertainment, and our popular silent and dessert auctions! For more information, go to: http://www.codev.org/2013/04/tickets-on-sale-for-2013-solidarity-fundraising-dinner/   * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * INTERNATIONAL SOLIDARITY E-MAIL LISTS   Know anyone who might be interested in receiving the BCTF’s International Solidarity News in their e-mail? Have them send a request to be added to the list to afield@bctf.ca. Get on the CoDevelopment Canada Partners in Solidarity newsletter list by going to their website at http://www.codev.org/ and going to their Newsletter Archive page. CoDev also has a blog, at http://www.codev.org/blog-2/ . )
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11120,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2002 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 14, Number 5, March 2002 Messages of support for B.C. teachers Teachers around the world are outraged at the Liberal government’s treatment of collective agreements and workers’ rights. Below are excerpts from some of the messages of support: Ontario Ontario English Catholic Teachers’ Association: "Last week was indeed a black one for teachers who have consistently shown their willingness to compromise on all contract issues, except those that touch on the welfare of students. OECTA members share your disgust at this misuse of legislative power. We are with you in spirit as you protest these arbitrary actions. We are with you as you hold the line. Let us know what we can do to help." – Cathy McVean, president Alberta "Please convey to your executive, staff, and members the unqualified support of Alberta’s 32,000 teachers. We understand that your efforts to protect your working conditions are also efforts to enhance the conditions in which students learn. In a short while, thousands of Alberta teachers will be called upon to emulate the courage and resolve that your members are demonstrating today. As teachers, we know that strength in the face of an arbitrary and arrogant government derives from solidarity, and that the bonds of solidarity in our profession reach across two provinces." – Alberta Teachers’ Association CTF "The 240,000 teachers of Canada raise their voices in support of the British Columbia Teachers’ Federation members in their struggle to secure a fair collective agreement," says Doug Willard, president of the Canadian Teachers’ Federation. CTF also placed full-page ads in major B.C. newspapers that urge the government of British Columbia to renounce legislation and return to the bargaining table. "Collective bargaining is a problem-solving process. Stay with it! Contracts by government decrees have no place in a democratic society." – CTF President Doug Willard also attended BCTF rallies in Vancouver and Victoria Support from the World Education Forum Porto Allegre, Brazil February 2, 2002 "Be it resolved that the delegates attending the World Education Forum in Porto Allegre, Brazil go on record in support of the teachers of British Columbia, Canada, in their fight for full and free collective bargaining rights; "Be it also resolved that delegates present call on the government of Gordon Campbell to stop its attacks on the rights of teachers and other workers; "Further be it resolved that the delegates present make every effort upon returning to their home countries to send letters of support to the British Columbia Teachers’ Federation and letters condemning the actions of the government of B.C." More than 50,000 social activists attended the World Social Forum, including more than 1,000 delegates at the Education Forum, who unanimously adopted the preceding resolution. Jan Eastman, a BCTF staff member and former president of the Canadian Teachers’ Federation, said in a telephone interview from Porto Allegre that it was heartening to hear the many expressions of solidarity with B.C. teachers. "It’s truly amazing. This city is so friendly," she said. "More than 50,000 people marched through the streets and you barely saw any police presence at all. You felt totally safe. It was nothing like Quebec City, or even Vancouver during APEC." – Nancy Knickerbocker Mexican teachers write to Campbell We have been informed and we are appalled by your decision to call today for a special session of the legislature for the approval of conditions on teachers that have not been accepted in the negotiating table by the thousands of teachers belonging to the British Columbia Teachers’ Federation. Teachers have the right (recognized in many countries) to participate directly and decisively in the decisions and matters pertaining to their work. As professionals who know first hand the conditions in which children and youngsters can learn and live better, [we know] this labour right is a safeguard against decisions that are not educationally sound. When political, financial, or administrative reasons hinder the right of students to a better public education, it is the teachers’ professional duty to defend them. To impose by the force of the law what your own teachers will not accept [at] the table means not only an aggressive disregard for the professional advice of people whose lives have been devoted to teaching, but also a noticeable step back from the civilized democratic and labour traditions by which Canada is well know around the world. As representatives of national teachers and university faculty unions belonging to the Trinational Coalition in Defence of Public Education, Mexican Section, we respectfully ask you to withdraw your legal initiative and to do whatever is in your hands to bring about a quick solution to this conflict favourable to the best interest of students and teachers. Meanwhile we declare ourselves in full solidarity with teachers of the British Columbia Teachers’ Federation, and very soon, on an agreed date, we will be also showing our support at the Canadian Embassy in the City of Mexico. David Villarruel, Sindicato de la Universidad A. Metropolitana (UAM) Maria Eugenia López, Sección IX, Sindicato Nacional (SNTE) Juan Carlos Serra, Sindicato Universidad de Chapingo (STAUACH) Pedro Hernández, Sindicato Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México (UNAM). Maria de la Luz Arriaga, Coalicion Trinacional en Defensa de la Educacion Publica Hugo Aboites, Professor. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11162,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2002 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 14, Number 4, Jan./Feb. 2002 Readers Write Teacher appreciated My patient wife has read me the latest Teacher. What a blessing your crew and you are! Teacher contains a flood of important information on current B.C. education. I wish more people were aware of it; including the government, school boards, and administrators. Many of us go about with our heads in a cloud. Tell your crew that they do a necessary and invaluable job and that many of us are proud of them. I sent a copy off to Britain and another to a relative in Washington state, who now says she would like to be a Canadian! Only one nit-picking comment—please do not overdo initials in your articles. We old ones get confused. OBWUTT (old bat who used to teach)! Alex Goostrey Surrey   Need parity in Merritt The letter from a "name withheld" TOC in the November issue of Teacher says it all! A trained professional, able and willing to work daily, fulfilling a difficult job, without benefits, holiday pay, seniority rights or sick leave, submitted this letter anonymously to prevent any retribution. It sounds all too familiar to Merritt TOCs except for one thing—we earn even less than the $17,000 stated in the letter. We are the lowest paid TOCs in B.C. at $114 per day plus $3 in lieu of benefits, for a total of $117 per day. Now is the time to standardize working conditions for all TOCs in the province by: setting a fair pay rate. providing benefits and sick days. honouring our loyalty and dependability when hiring. We are not asking for a raise. We are demanding parity because we know that the "fair treatment of teachers on call does much to ensure the maintenance of quality education" (TOC: A BCTF Resource Booklet, p.18). Merritt TOCs Nicola Valley Teachers’ Union   Bargaining for TOCs I found some of "Name Withhelds" comments disturbing. This unidentified person writes, "I am a professional teacher, not a housewife or babysitter." How arrogant! My wife, a housewife and full-time mom by choice, meets the demands of her very challenging job every day, with no remuneration. Being a "professional teacher" is not in any way a superior position to running a household; it just happens to be one that you get paid for. "Name Withheld" goes on to say, "It is in the district’s best interest to keep me on the TOC list—I work for less than $17,000 a year." Whatever school district he/she works for has a limited number of continuing positions available for teachers, and cannot just create a position to put this person into. Therefore, the school district is not saving any money by having him/her on the TOC list. When this person does get a position, someone else will take his/her place on the TOC list. It will make absolutely no difference to the school district’s overall finances. I, like many other teachers, gratefully accepted the challenges of working as a TOC at the beginning of my teaching career, and I also accepted that I would not receive benefits and scale salary until I got a position in a school. Craig Bresett Langley   Teachers need a minister who understands I’m astonished at the level of ignorance of our minister of education, Christy Clark, regarding her ministry. She continually talks about the lack of accountability of B.C.’s teachers, while exhibiting a lack of comprehension about the work we do and, consequently, why we are demanding what we are in this round of collective bargaining. I would like to help Ms. Clark overcome her ignorance and explain to her why the demands of our bargaining committee will help our schools and teachers: In my first year of teaching (last year), after 8.5 years of university, I performed three different teaching roles, worked 12 to 15 hours a day in my classroom, and grossed $7,000 less than our daytime custodian. When I finished those 12-hour days in my classroom, I went home to perform many more hours of teacher work, in the evenings and on weekends. Of the approximate $30,000 I made during my first year of teaching, I spent more than $3,000 of it equipping my classroom. Having switched schools and grades this year, I was forced to spend more than $700 on teaching resources—before the end of October. Because of this inadequate allocation of funds from Clark’s ministry, B.C.’s teachers are forced to subsidize public education to the tune of 45 million dollars per year—$1,000 per teacher, per year! B.C. teachers need smaller class sizes and more support in the classroom to ensure that all our students are able to live up to their educational potential. These are but a few of the reasons why we need our demands met at the bargaining table. I don’t know how accountable Clark wants B.C. teachers to be, but if she doubts the validity of any of my comments here, I challenge her to come spend a week with me in my classroom so she can speak with some knowledge in her position of minister of education! Tina Anderson Richmond   Letter to Mr. Campbell and Ms. Clark I would like to invite you to observe my class. I have a class of 26 Grade 6 and 7 children. For 10 of the children, this is the third year with me. I have students with special needs, students with ESL needs, students who are bright and gifted. I adhere to the Montessori philosophy, having applied it for almost three decades. Montessori requires the use of didactic materials, some of which can be purchased, others to be developed. Last year, 10 of my 11 Grade 7s applied for enrichment/incentive programs, and all were accepted. Four children, three Grade 5s and one Grade 6, received medals for a national math contest. The results ranked us fourth among all the Canadian schools that participated. I currently have educational assistance for my two low-incidence students, ESL support for four students, resource support for six, counselling for two, and First Nations support for one. I get support for my bright and gifted children through professional development workshops and knowing I can call on colleagues/experts in the district. I have volunteered part of my lunchtime to work on reading with one child. Come and observe these children. See what you are trying to erase. Thelma Valle-Serrano Richmond   Goodbye Taiga Taiga Works Wilderness Equipment’s winter catalogue pays tribute to B.C.’s "champion of free speech" Doug Collins. He is pictured wearing a Taiga parka as he sits on Santa’s lap. The caption says, "Although many disagreed with his views, he has to be admired, however grudgingly, for his lion’s courage in asserting and defending the rights of free opinion and free speech in these wimpy politically-correct times." It is bad enough that this company honours a man who denied the Holocaust and was always critical of Canada’s immigration policies. What raised my ire were the statements in The Province (December 5, 2001) by Karen Wu, Taiga’s operations manager. "I’ve got so many phone calls from Jews threatening our business. What’s the matter? Are we in a communist country? Are Jews the Italian mafia?" I am sending my Taiga jacket to Afghanistan and will never shop at Taiga again. How many other teachers in B.C. will stand up against such bigotry? Val Hamilton Vancouver Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13096,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 1998 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 11, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 1998 Health and Safety Bill 14 – 1998 by George Taylor Bill 14 Workers Compensation (Occupational Health and Safety) Amendment Act 1998 has passed third reading but it has yet to be proclaimed into law. It will likely be in force by the spring of 1999. The full text of Bill 14 is on the Internet at http://www.legis.gov.bc.ca/bills/amend/gov14-2.htm The amendments in the act will affect each occupational health and safety committee’s work and the regulations that apply to workers. The following summarizes some of the more significant changes: Section 125 Each workplace of 20 or more workers, which includes teachers, maintenance personnel, support staff, and administration, must have an occupational health and safety committee. This is a change from the current regulations, where it is 50 workers or more. Section 127 The joint occupational health and safety committee must have two co-chairs, one representing the workers, and the other representing the employer. This is a change from the current structure, where if the chair is a worker representative, the secretary must be an employer representative and vice-versa. Section 132  If the joint occupational health and safety committee is unable to reach agreement on a matter, a co-chair of the committee may report that to the WCB board. The WCB board may investigate the matter and attempt to resolve it. Section 133  The employer must respond in writing to joint occupational health and safety committee recommendations within 21 days. If they do not accept the recommendations, they must give reasons in writing. A co-chair of the joint occupational health and safety committee may report the matter to the WCB board. Section 134 A member of the joint occupational health and safety committee is entitled to time off work for: a. the time required to attend meetings of the committee, and b. other time that is reasonably necessary to prepare for meetings and to fulfill the other functions of the committee. (This includes regular inspections of the worksite.) Section 135  Each member of a joint occupational health and safety committee is entitled to an annual educational leave totalling eight hours, or a longer period if prescribed by the regulations. The employer must provide the educational leave without loss of pay or reimburse the worker for costs of the training and reasonable costs of attending the course. Section 136  The employer must provide the joint occupational health and safety committee with equipment, premises, and clerical personnel necessary for carrying out the committee’s duties and functions. Section 141  The right to refuse unsafe work has some changes that lessen some of the current conditions in the regulations from an obligation to a may. In Bill 14, a worker may refuse to carry out work if the worker has reasonable grounds that the work is unsafe. The current regulations state that a person must not carry out work if that person has reasonable cause to believe the work is unsafe. The occupational health and safety program at your workplace must meet or exceed the requirements outlined in the Workers Compensation Act, the Occupational Health and Safety Regulations, and other applicable standards, codes, and by-laws that cover the environment and activities where you work. It is very important that the current program be reviewed, because the new occupational health and safety regulations expand upon the former, and they add basic program elements. Instead of waiting for the new amendments in Bill #14 to be proclaimed, occupational health and safety committees should be proactive and have the new amendments in place before they become law. It is also important that the program be annually reviewed so that improvements or corrections are made to it through worker input and through analysis of the effectiveness of the program. Work is supposed to be a healthy and safe activity, and workers are expected to be protected against occupational accidents, illnesses, and diseases. It is important to ensure that our schools are safe for us and for our students. Budget cutbacks and a lack of training of both management and workers have contributed to inadequate, even non-existent, occupational health and safety programs in many schools. What is needed is a comprehensive, preventative approach that tackles workplace problems at their source. This requires a real commitment from all those concerned to reduce workplace accidents, illnesses, and diseases—to make our work environment a healthier place for all. George Taylor is an assistant director in the BCTF’s Organization Support Division, assigned to health and safety. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8950,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, Number 2, November/December 2003 Readers write Home schooling has its place Jim McMurtry obviously has a vested interest in keeping kids in public schools (as do I, being a public school teacher). Imagine you are a parent who is home-schooling your children, but considering putting them in public school and someone gives you McMurtry’s letter. Are his words going to encourage you to make the leap to public school, or are they going to remind you of the reasons why you chose to home-school in the first place? The latter, no doubt. McMurtry states that he knows "that parents of home-schooled children question the value of a standard school-based educational experience, many wishing to provide their own form of indoctrination (as opposed to the state’s?), usually of a religious nature." So what? Is McMurtry qualified to determine how people should raise their own children just because he is a public school teacher? McMurtry asserts that parents who home-school "condemn children to an impoverished, friendless, and segregated learning environment." I know families who have chosen to home school, and I have taught many children who have entered middle school after being home schooled for the elementary grades, and in my professional judgment, these children are not subjected to anything that is detrimental to their development. On the contrary, they simply come from families who have chosen an education that fits with their beliefs and/or their child’s needs. Are there home-schooling situations that are less than perfect? Of course, just as there are public-schooling situations that are less than perfect. It seems that in McMurtry’s ideal world, the state would have complete authority over how children are raised, and parents who veer off course would be deemed child abusers and punished accordingly. I still can’t believe that he used that term, and that you published it. Home schooling "can be perceived as a form of child abuse"? That is an insult to children who have actually suffered legitimate abuses at the hands of parents, and to the parents who decide to spend enormous amounts of time and energy educating their children themselves. And it certainly won’t win any converts from the home-schooling community. Craig Bresett Langley Interesting reading in Jim McMurtry’s letter (Teacher Sept./Oct. 2003). Nothing like a half-baked and uninformed opinion. Imagine my surprise when I found out that my children have no broad social opportunities, given that they’re in dance classes, Pathfinders, and skating lessons, given that they have taken acting classes, participated in community choirs, played softball, performed on stage to audiences of hundreds, assisted in the care of their late great-grandmother, helped move several friends’ homes, and given that they participate in my volunteer activities where they encounter professionals, very young children, parents and grandparents, know the neighbourhood children and can, remarkably, carry on intelligent conversations with humans of any age between 1 and 91 (based on their actual experiences in doing so). I’m not entirely sure how being very strongly indoctrinated in the "you will only associate with people born in the same calendar year as yourself" philosophy of schools is supposed to be better or even more real than that. Linda Clement Victoria Special issue of Teacher appreciated I enjoy reading the Teacher Newsmagazine. There are lots of interesting, informative, and diverse articles. For example, in Vol. 16, No 1, the articles on healthcare and pension assets were of interest. Keep up the good work. Now if only my spouse (the teacher) had enough time-between teaching and prep thereof to read it as thoroughly as I do. P. Dean-Veerman Slocan Park I found the special edition of the Teacher excellent reading. Teachers who read it will surely have a clear picture of the precarious position in which our profession is located right now. Donna Bulmer Peace River North Great job. It [special issue of Teacher] is an eye-opening convincer to the staffroom readers. Thanks. Dave Scott Kamloops Try working with Liberals Today I received the special issue of the eight-page Teacher. I was somewhat disappointed in the content, tone, and layout of the paper. To understand and discuss the issue at hand I would have appreciated to have the facts first. But they appear in part in the last column on the last page. The main contention seems to be that education in B.C. will suffer because of the new makeup of the membership in the college of teachers. Of the people listed as members of the new college of teachers, 70% are or have been educators and should, from their experience, have some knowledge of education, and parents often have a good grasp of education and know well what is going on in the classrooms from another perspective. I agree that more active teachers from public and private schools should be members of the college to achieve a better balance. I would like to know by what process the members of the college of teachers are recruited. The paper mentions that they are political appointments. Does this mean they have to be members of the Liberal Party, as NPA members serving as councillors in Burnaby have to be members of the NDP? Can prospective members apply for the position and then be selected on the merit of their experience? and does the BCTF appoint teachers as members to the college? I wonder if the cause of education would be served better if the BCTF tried to work together with the present government to improve education rather than to boycott every attempt at change. Helmut Lemke (retired) Burnaby College takeover not fair Never in my 34 years of teaching had I ever been moved to shake my fist and shout, "Not Fair!" Up to now, the college of teachers has been a self-regulating body with a majority of elected members, just like the colleges of other professions. Christy Clark has changed the ratio of elected members in the college, with parents and political appointees being in the majority, thus effectively giving the college control over teachers. The by-laws and policies made by the "new" college of teachers make me shake my head, because the control over the college by the minister of education is unbelievable. Even the appointed councillors themselves will be dismissed if they don’t follow the agenda of the minister. Among the multitude of policies made by the new college, one policy is that parents report a teacher to the college rather than discuss a problem first with the teacher, principal, and school board, and then the college if no resolution is found. One can only imagine the added stress for a teacher having to face a college investigation panel for a minor action with the threat of being reprimanded, suspended, or losing her or his teaching certificate. Even though the teachers’ fees maintain the college of teachers, the teachers will have no say in what happens to them. That, to me, is most unfair! Is the government’s attack on the college of teachers just the beginning in their zeal to reorganize all the other professional colleges? Just wondering! Bertha Kwitkoski (retired) Burnaby Keep our focus on the goal A colleague told me that she and many others would not support the BCTF in asking teachers to withhold automatic deductions of the BCCT fees. They just don’t see the BCTF as fighting for their rights. Why do we need a union? It hasn’t been able to do much against the force of this government. What are we fighting for, and why aren’t we winning? Wait. What are we fighting? We are against a government whose sole aim is to balance a budget. Its focus is the bottom line. I have worked in private institutions for two-and-a-half decades, and, to me, that is where the government wants us to be—subservient pawns who would do anything to keep their jobs, at the expense, really, of the people we serve. Our focus is to serve the learner, to build community, to guide the child to her or his fullest potential. Clearly, that is not the governments’ focus. In a private school, the powers that be can fire and hire sans categories, qualifications, or specificity to the needs called for by the job. What they are great at, which we definitely need to take lessons for, is marketing, advertising, the gloss and polish that sells. They can sell an empty box. On the other hand, we have not unwrapped our credentials, our specializations, our successes, and our goal of serving each and every child. We have kept quiet because we are busy doing what we need to do. Our quietness has been mistaken as lack of spunk. The truth is, we are being compared to private schools, for they can run their institutions at less cost to the government. We are scrutinized, the public schools, under a very powerful magnifying glass, and their perspective is narrowed to complaints. How many teachers have asked the ministry to come and see what really happens in the classrooms, to see how effective the teachers are, to see how well public school children learn? Have they come? United we stand. Divided we fall. That’s all it takes. The government has clawed mercilessly at our contracts, collective bargaining, and funding, and now it has taken our college. If we are upset with our union, the BCTF, this is not the time to abandon its lead for that would be the final blow to our union, to us. Shall we help this government make us crumble and fall? Let us fight for our college, for it to serve its members, us. Why should we support a college that is run by bureaucrats and not by our colleagues? Our union is our last bastion. Let’s keep our focus on the goal. Thelma Valle-Serrano Richmond Supreme Court upholds the law Much has been said to the effect that the Supreme Court, rather than Parliament is making our laws. As I see it, Canada is governed, not by Parliament, but by the Constitution Act and Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms. Those two documents define Canada, including how Canada’s laws are to be made and enforced. Parliament, within these guidelines, creates laws about how Canadians will live. Should there be problems regarding the interpretation of one of Parliament’s laws, the Supreme Court weighs the problematic law against its interpretation of the Constitution Act and Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms. Should the Supreme Court deem an act of Parliament to be in violation of guidelines, it instructs Parliament to create laws that obey the law. In Canada, the right to express religious viewpoints is guaranteed by law, so long as that expression does not promote hatred or violence against an identifiable group. Freedom of religious expression in Canada is not just for one particular perspective, it is for every religious perspective. As I listen to some of the claims of various religious groups, I note that some use the Bible to justify denying full equality to others. This gives me a sense of déjà vu. The Bible has been used to support slavery, the Bible has been used to support anti-Semitism, the Bible has been used to support capital punishment. The Bible is not a book of hate, but some people use the Bible to promote their own superiority, to justify failing to grant equal status as humans to others. I can’t justify using the Bible to tell others how their ways are evil. I’m more interested in joining hands with other humans, listening to and accepting one another, and walking together through life. There are several legally married same-sex couples in Canada of today. The sun still shines, the birds still sing, children still laugh and play, and the stars still shine at night. My life didn’t suddenly get worse because two men or two women who love each other got married. And perhaps their life feels more dignified, more honoured, more whole. I’m in favour of that. Ron Smuin Penticton Cuban student interested in writing It is an honour to send this letter to you from Cuba, on a small island in the Caribbean. I really hope you receive it and listen to my words and answer me if it is possible. I’m an English teacher who had the opportunity to receive an English course for a week in July from some teachers from B.C. I’m not a professional teacher yet, but enjoyed that English course for teachers in Habana. Our Canadian teachers recommended that I write to your magazine. I teach English language for teenagers but at the same time I attend the Languages University in Habana and I’ll have to spend four more years there. I’ve finished my first year there. I’d like to ask you if there is any possibility of exchanging ideas with some teachers of the Federation. That kind of communication would be really useful for me. One of our B.C. teachers gave us one of those wonderful newspapers [Teacher newsmagazine] and it is really useful. In fact, I can say that it’s completely amazing to have that kind of magazine just for teachers. In my country there isn’t that kind of newspaper or magazine for teachers. It’s like a class but printed in a magazine. I think the idea is remarkable. If any B.C. teachers would like to contact me, my e-mail address is JhonCarlos@web.correosdecuba.cu Juan Carlos Puig Habana, Cuba Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "Eid Mubarak to all those celebrating in BC!" @bcliberals - 06:52pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/02/on-legislated-contract-and-parents-who.html?showComment0751330121155899,Staffroom Confidential: On a legislated contract and parents who care - one teacher's perspective Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Friday, February 24, 2012 On a legislated contract and parents who care - one teacher's perspective A Victoria teacher responded to a CBC interview with Sheila Orr about the Liberal government's plan to legislate an imposed contract on teachers: I was so discouraged to hear Sheila Orr's cavalier, "I don't care" today when asked about the teachers being legislated back to work. She talked about hearing parents talking on the playground, feeling exactly the same as her - they don't care, it's time for teachers to go back and give children what they aren't getting. Well, I am a teacher, and I talk to parents all the time. The parents I work with DO care. They care when their children aren't getting adequate instruction in class because the teacher is spending too much time managing constantly disruptive behaviours. They care when a child with autism is only given funding for a half day of assistance, leaving schools struggling to know how to cope. They care when their child is released from learning assistance after six weeks, just starting to make progress, because the funding isn't there to continue. They care when their child waits almost a year for a referral to a school occupational therapist. They certainly do care. It's not hard to learn more about the real issues behind the teacher's strike. Ms Orr's position that teachers need to go back and give the children what they aren't getting, is shockingly naive and uninformed considering she is given a weekly platform to discuss political issues. Instead of adding to an educated debate, she adds fuel to the fire of ignorance. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 12:26 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 11 comments: Skinny DipperFebruary 24, 2012 at 2:05 PM The problem with a contract imposed by the government is that teachers will then prioritize tasks that they perform. The lowest priority will be extra-curricular activities. Teachers usually volunteer to lead activities such as coaching different sports and supervising different clubs in the school. Since teachers cannot be voluntold to participate in these activities, the activities may be cancelled for the duration of an imposed contract.ReplyDelete Kathy CouchFebruary 24, 2012 at 5:30 PM Fantastic letter!ReplyDelete Diane McNallyFebruary 24, 2012 at 5:54 PM I missed this CBC interview but as a former special education and Reading Recovery teacher and presently a school trustee, I care. Net zero is an ideological union-busting ploy. Restoring taxation levels for corporations would go a long way to make "net zero" even more unnecessary than it is, instead of selling assets and blaming working people for a desire to have at least a cost of living increase in wages.ReplyDelete Ms. HendraFebruary 25, 2012 at 6:12 PM Thank you to the writer who wrote in about Sheila Orr's comments. I too, listened to the CBC with my coffee Friday morning, before heading to work, and yes.... I've been working too. I was shocked - even thinking about calling Talk Back line. I may need to write her a letter as I can't get it off of my mind. It would be helpful if she could be specific about ".. what children aren't getting...". I'm a grade 6 teacher and this week my kids got: interactive lessons on finding perimeter and area, experiences with taking their descriptive paragraphs and turning them into digital stories, complete with photos, special effects, narration and music, and also an introduction to the issue of child labour in the chocolate trade, with reference to social justice and working conditions. And that's just with me.... I know they learned lots from their Science, Band and Art teachers, too . So, again, what is it that she thinks children aren't getting?!?? Tannis HendraReplyDelete Carolyn HoweFebruary 26, 2012 at 4:01 PM Hi Tannis, I wrote that letter - I know - Sheila Orr was infuriating! I encourage you to write something down and call Talk Back and read it. I did that over a field trip issue before Christmas, and they played it. I hope they will read my letter too - but you might have a better chance if you've never called before. Carolyn HoweReplyDelete Replies Ms. HendraMarch 1, 2012 at 4:22 PM Thanks Carolyn, I may do that.Delete Reply AnonymousFebruary 27, 2012 at 6:30 AM "Hearing parents on the playground" does not give them the proper forum to articulate what the parents may be thinking. I would define the parents' perspective quite differently. "I don't care" likely means. "I don't think the teachers should get an increase and get back to work". I strongly believe all of the things that you listed in the post. Giving children the help they need is of up most importance. In a society that we live in today, with our FIRST WORLD resources, we should be able to do this easily. However, asking for an increase and then making noises about class composition, etc comes off as "we want more money". If you REALLY care about the student. Then take it and deal with the other issues. NOT the wage issue. As a parent, it keeps coming across as "WE WANT MORE MONEY". That is the problem. If it ISN'T about the wages then why does the "net zero" issue keep being pushed. I'll agree, I am a parents, and I care.ReplyDelete Tara EhrckeFebruary 27, 2012 at 7:58 AM Teachers have been clear from the beginning that we have three main goals: fair/reasonable salary/benefit improvement, restore class size/class composition provisions, bargain more items at the local level. We don't get automatic cost of living increases, so a "zero" translates into a pay cut of whatever the inflation rate is...right now in the 2-3% range. Teachers are working. In fact, many teachers report more time spent with children and working on lessons, instead of going to a meaningless staff meeting or doing the paperwork that has been downloaded to us. This benefits kids. Teachers DID give up pay for class size. In 1998 we took two "zero" years to pay for class size improvements in K-3. What happened? The government stripped those away in 2002. Did we get the pay back? No. Why should teachers give up salary to pay for class size when we have a government that rips up contracts on a whim? Just as in 2005, this job action is about both - fair increase and a return of class size/composition.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousFebruary 27, 2012 at 12:52 PM I think teachers have a very difficult and demanding job, however if other people in other public sector jobs are only seeing zeros how could teachers feel that they are above everyone else? We are also struggling to keep up to cost of inflation so how could we stomach having to pay more taxes for one sector?Delete Reply Tara EhrckeFebruary 27, 2012 at 1:20 PM Fair comment - net zero should be lifted for all public sector workers. They are entitled to bargain increases and keep up and maintain a good standard of living. And I don't believe ordinary people should pay more taxes. I do believe that corporations are not paying their fair share, and that the rich are not paying their fair share. Also, by the same argument, why only public sector workers? Municipal workers were not affected. School Superintendents were not affected. The one in my district (Victoria) got a ten percent raise last year and now makes $175,000. If zero were truly being applied to everyone and if the "one percent" were paying their fair share, and if the economy was actually in a nose dive (BC will grow 2.5% this year), then "net zero" would be justified. But that is not the situation we are in.ReplyDelete AnonymousMarch 1, 2012 at 7:17 AM I do NOT take our teachers for granted. Trust me. I know first hand how hard teachers work. However, When the union leaders ask for a 15-19% wage increase and it is always the first issue raised, people raise their eyebrows. Everyone is throwing around 2-3% around. Then why don't teachers let their union leaders know that. It really is about optics on the issue of salaray. I COMPLETELY agree that class composition needs to be on the table. I COMPLETELY agree that many of the "grey area" kids are being left in the cracks. These are the issues that really need to be highlighted. The wage numbers should be closer to what teachers have been talking about on the web or amongst each other.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ▼  February (11) BC Teachers' Day of Action: It's about priorities.... Rally to support teachers for a fair deal On a legislated contract and parents who care - on... Will the BC government agree to mediation to resol... Confusing differentiation with adverse discriminat... Are BC workers getting wage increases? Are Principals friends of public education? Negotiate, don't legislate BC's Learning Improvement Fund - 1 minute per stud... Go east, young teacher Kevin Falcon speaks the Liberal truth - serve the ... ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2014/05/bc-teachers-liability-lockout.html?showComment0751401257265254,Staffroom Confidential: BC Teachers: Liability & the Lockout Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, May 27, 2014 BC Teachers: Liability & the Lockout The war of words between the BCTF and the BC Government, heated up this week as the government denied that their lockout prevented teachers from organizing and participating in extra-curricular events and blamed the BCTF for warning its members of potential liability. The Victoria Times Colonist reported this morning: Education Minister Peter Fassbender said he was against any disruption of extracurricular and volunteer opportunities. “I think that’s a shame,” he said. “As I said at the beginning, I am concerned because this is now affecting students and their parents and the communities. Teachers have a choice to participate in extracurricular activities as they have previously.” While the union said teachers should wait until there is confirmation from WorkSafe B.C. that they are on solid ground with extracurricular activity during the partial lockout, Fassbender said WorkSafe B.C. coverage for teachers will not be compromised. “Any teacher that is at any activity that is sanctioned by a school district is absolutely covered by WorkSafe. There is no question of that." ( - See more at: http://www.timescolonist.com/news/local/union-tells-teachers-to-stop-volunteering-cites-liability-concerns-1.1076148#sthash.BWAx6nAh.dpuf) What are the facts we know? The first claim, that teachers are covered by WCB (WorksafeBC), is almost certainly false. WCB has been issuing orders denying WCB coverage to teachers involved in extra-curricular activities for some time now. See, for example, this WCAT (the appeal body of the WCB) decision. In it, the adjudicator determines that coverage is not provided because the activity was not "work" for the following reasons: "...the worker was injured outside normal working hours; he was not  involved in an activity that was part of his job; he was not instructed or otherwise  directed by the employer to carry out the activity; the activity was not supervised by a  representative of the employer having supervisory authority; and fitness was not a job  requirement. Those factors are more critical to an assessment of whether the soccer  game was part of the worker’s employment, and whether the injury arose out and in the  course of employment. " In the current circumstances, it is likely that most extra-curricular activities teachers have planned would take place in similar conditions. They are not activities in which the teacher is "directed" by the employer because they are voluntary. So if a teacher isn't covered by WCB, then what? In the normal course of events, the teacher would probably be covered by the School District liability insurance. All BC School Districts are "self insured" with the government insurance program, called the School Protection Program. This provides insurance similar to your home insurance - for injuries, for example. It also provides legal support when a School District, or their employees in the course of their work, are sued. The SPP has an "Administrator's Manual" on its web site. The Manual specifically advises that: This handbook should not be used as more than a general introduction to  coverage available under SPP. It is not legal advice and does not modify  actual coverage wordings. Not all activities or losses are covered.  Nevertheless, even if we ignore this caveat (as one might in the normal course of things), there is an additional concern. The Manual indicates that coverage is not provided for "illegal acts". Why is this a problem? Well, the letter from Marchbank very clearly directs teachers that they are locked out for certain specified hours. Specifically, teachers are: "directed not to attend their workplace earlier than 45 minutes before the commencement of their instructional time or later than 45 minutes after the end of their instructional time". This means that a teacher who is on School District property during these times may be trespassing. The application of the tort of trespass has been successfully used to prevent workers from picketing on employer property. Whether it can or would be used by an insurance agent in respect of a damages claim is any one's guess. Here's what I do know. WCB makes it's own decisions. It has issued no information. Neither Fassbender, nor a Superintendent, nor BCPSEA can "assure" teachers they are covered under WCB and the evidence based on previous decisions suggest they are not. No one knows the possible outcome of a damages claim involving the SPP under a partial lockout. Likely not even an SPP official could provide an answer - it would end up at the courts. The BCTF is obligated to provide advice that respects the safety and security of its members. Their advice to warn members of potential liability risks seems perfectly reasonable to me. Given that a single injury claim can be financially debilitating for an individual, I wouldn't take the risk myself. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 9:23 AM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 6 comments: Ed SMay 27, 2014 at 10:20 AM The case cited here is my WCB case which I am still appealing. The frustrating part is that my colleague was injured the following week and he was covered. His injury involved surgery, therapy and TOC time (at least $5000 total) and my injury required $355 of therapy with no missed school. So when the Minister "assures" us that we are covered do NOT believe him.ReplyDelete Tara EhrckeMay 27, 2014 at 11:24 AM Good luck with your appeal. Yes - given the huge variety of activities and circumstances it is very misleading for Fassbender to make a blanket statement.ReplyDelete Troylana MMay 27, 2014 at 9:41 PM excellent and clear to the point tara....love your writings....keep up the great work in the communication end of things!!ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeMay 28, 2014 at 6:27 PM Thank you!Delete Reply KamloopsEdTechMay 27, 2014 at 11:07 PM Should teachers on school Health & safety committees then be getting their committees to warning staff then to not participate in Extra curricular because of possible lack of coverage?ReplyDelete Tara EhrckeMay 28, 2014 at 6:27 PM Yes. And BCTF has sent this advice to locals already.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ▼  May (5) Why I'm on the picket line BC Teachers' Wage & Class size proposals: Myths & ... BC Teachers: Liability & the Lockout When is a lockout not a lockout? The ABCs of the teachers' fight ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=22908&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 23, Number 6, April 2011   Honduran teachers need our support By Larry Kuehn  In the year since a new president was installed in Honduras, 17 teachers have been killed. Teachers first protested against the coup that removed an elected president. Now they have to protest actions taken against teachers and their unions. The current Honduran president, Pepe Lobo, has plans to privatize the public schools, fire teachers, and cut their social benefits, including pensions. Some teachers have not received their pay for up to six months. Not surprisingly, teachers are opposing these actions with mobilizations and a strike. Teachers have been attacked with tear gas, beaten, and many have been jailed. When a group of teachers retreated to their union office, they were attacked by government forces to force them out of the building. One of the teachers in the mobilization was killed when hit by a tear gas canister. The Harper government, along with that of the US, has been one of the few in the Americas to recognize the new president as legitimate. Harper appointed a lawyer whose company works for mining interests as part of a committee set up by Pepe Lobo, supposedly to investigate the truth about the coup. The BCTF has been supporting the teachers in their struggles. When Irene Lanzinger was president, she joined an international delegation of observers of the illegitimate election. She was with a group of Hondurans who were attacked by the police with tear gas. BCTF president Susan Lambert was part of a solidarity delegation that met the teachers in 2010. The repression of teachers has stepped up dramatically in the last weeks. Only Colombia, with its long history of assassination of teacher activists, has a comparable level of repression to that now faced by teachers in Honduras. Teachers can support colleagues in Honduras by sending messages to the teachers of Honduras and the Inter-American Commission for Human Rights, which is supposed to investigate human rights abuses anywhere in the Americas. Messages should also go to the organization of the families of the disappeared. CoDevelopment Canada provides information on their web page for sending messages of support. Check back frequently to the CoDev web page for updates: www.codev.org. – Larry Kuehn )
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(20141006,m.theglobeandmail.com,http://m.theglobeandmail.com/news/british-columbia/many-disillusioned-bc-teachers-grudgingly-vote-to-end-strike/article20685888/?service=mobile,'Disillusioned’ B.C. teachers grudgingly voting on new contract - The Globe and Mail Sections Dashboard security search securityQuery Home » News » British Columbia Teachers’ strike 'Disillusioned’ B.C. teachers grudgingly voting on new contract ANDREA WOO VANCOUVER — The Globe and Mail Last updated Thursday, Sep. 18 2014, 11:47 PM EDT BCTF members cast ballots in Vancouver Thursday on a six-year deal that includes a 7.25-per-cent salary increase. (John Lehmann/The Globe and Mail) Even from a distance, the disappointment was apparent in the cluster of teachers standing outside a downtown Vancouver voting site. Moments earlier, they had cast their ballots on a tentative agreement to end B.C.’s protracted teachers’ strike. (Connect with our B.C. teachers' strike live blog for the latest updates on the strike.) Story continues below ad Of five chatting in one group, three teachers had voted against the agreement, saying neither classroom conditions nor salary increases had been adequately addressed, despite job action that has cost some teachers around $10,000. The other two said they voted in favour of it grudgingly: They can’t afford to picket any longer and are concerned that rejecting the agreement would turn public support against them. Nonetheless, all five believed the tentative deal would pass. “We are not happy,” said Vancouver teacher-librarian Frances Renzullo. “We feel like we were a little taken by the government and not left with a lot of improvements. We walked [the picket lines] a lot, and lost a lot of our wages. “Today, being knocked down like this, I feel really disillusioned.” High school teacher Elisabeth Agosti said she felt both disappointed and insulted after seeing the details of the tentative agreement, which was shared with members late Tuesday. “I just thought, ‘We’re being forced into this. We have no choice,’” she said. The six-year deal includes a 7.25-per-cent salary increase, improvements in extended health benefits and teaching-on-call pay, and a $400-million education fund to hire specialist and classroom teachers over the six-year term. If the agreement is ratified, teachers will return to the classrooms on Friday to prepare for the start of the new school year. Individual school boards will decide whether classes begin on Monday or Tuesday – three weeks behind schedule. Some teachers noted that if the union was satisfied with the 7.25-per-cent salary increase – an amount many noted doesn’t even keep up with inflation – it should have accepted it in the spring, when it would have come with the government’s $1,200 signing bonus and curtailed additional weeks of picketing. Teacher-librarian Mary Locke said she was “extremely disappointed” that learning conditions for children won’t have any meaningful improvements. “But I am very happy that our courageous action, in going without salaries all these weeks, has brought about a public conversation about public education and its role in society,” she said. Said counsellor Bonnie Caulfield: “I really feel there should be a law that anyone who becomes an MLA – and especially the premier – should have to sign their children up for public schools.” Jim Iker, president of the B.C. Teachers’ Federation, says the education fund will amount to “several hundred new teaching positions each year” – but some school districts have already indicated it won’t bring classrooms back to the pre-2002 levels the union has long been calling for. Patti Bacchus, chair of the Vancouver School Board, said it would cost nearly $60-million just to restore what has been lost in the past dozen years in her school district. “If we were to have the equilvalent level of services and staffing as we did in 2002, adjusted for enrolment, adjusted for inflation, it would take about $60-million to restore the equivalent level,” she said. “That’s everything from senior managers down to playground supervisors. There’s a small amount in this agreement that will bring some more teaching positions back into the schools, that will replace some of the ones who have been lost, and that’s a good thing, but does it move us ahead of where we would have been? No. It’s kind of putting back a portion of what has been lost through 12 years of funding shortfalls.” The provincial government has lost two B.C. Supreme Court cases over its 2002 decision to unilaterally remove class size and composition from the collective agreement. The government is appealing and a hearing is scheduled next month. With a report from The Canadian Press Follow Andrea Woo on Twitter: @andreawoo B.C.'s teachers are the losers in tentative deal B.C. teachers set to vote on tentative deal, but strong voices urge rejection Comparing B.C. teachers’ demands with the tentative agreement More Stories Tory’s support rises to 42 per cent as Ford fades, Chow in third: poll Ford’s alleged anti-Semitic remarks land brother Doug in hot water Unvetted Quebec judge Clément Gascon takes Supreme Court seat October 6: Your daily horoscope I’m an adult. Stop nudging me Home Life News Arts Globe Debate Sports Report on Business Technology Globe Investor Globe Drive Video My Watchlist Back to top Login or Register View Full Site Online Help | Privacy Policy | Terms and Conditions | © Copyright 2014 The Globe and Mail Inc. All rights reserved)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=27943&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 25, Number 1, September 2012   Mexican teachers and parents struggle to provide quality education  BCTF continues to strengthen solidarity between teachers across the Americas By Nancy Knickerbocker   OCOTEPEC, Mexico—The jacaranda trees were in bloom and purple bougainvillea spilled over the walls surrounding Escuela Secondaria No. 8 in this village about two hours drive south of Mexico City. A couple of lazy dogs were asleep in the courtyard, but the atmosphere in the classrooms was alert and purposeful as two dozen visitors arrive from the Tri-National Coalition in Defence of Public Education. Students Miguel Angel and Maria Guadelupe, wearing their uniforms of crisp white shirts, green sweaters, plaid pants, and kilt, welcomed us. They explained to us that their school is named for Pablo Torres Burgos, a teacher who risked everything to fight alongside the revolutionary hero Emiliano Zapata for agrarian reform and the rights of campesinos, and was assassinated by federal agents in 1911. The students and staff were immensely proud to show us around their school, but they didn’t hesitate to point out the many challenges they face in asserting the right to quality public education for all. Teacher Claudia Rebollar Estrada explained that the school operates in two shifts daily, welcoming children from Ocotepec and a number of surrounding villages. A staff of 90 teachers are responsible for the 750 middle-school students who attend in the morning shift and 500 more in the afternoon. Rebollar Estrada said teachers here in the state of Morelos have been speaking out loudly about the need to reduce class sizes, and have had an impact. The state’s new education minister, a former teacher activist, recently brought in regulations that cap class sizes at 25–30. However, with current staffing and funding levels, schools have no capacity to implement the limits. Class sizes remain unmanageable at 40–45 or even higher. One geography class we visited had 47 students. Teachers in Morelos and throughout Mexico struggle to meet the needs of their students while trying not to place too heavy a burden on their parents, most of whom cannot afford to pay extra for the learning resources their children need. There is a close relationship between schools and communities, but, with so little provided by government, it’s an uphill battle for everyone. Access to resources is highly political, said Rebollar Estrada. Fine promises are made at the beginning of every six-year election cycle but, inevitably, they are later broken. For example, before the last election candidates promised funding for equipment to fulfill the dream of creating a computer lab for the school. After voting day they did indeed receive the monitors, but not the computers themselves—much to the frustration and disappointment of teachers and students alike! Teachers’ wages are low and working conditions are difficult. Teachers only get one 20-minute break during the working day. They are paid a scant 50 pesos, about $3.65, per instructional hour. Thus, a full-time teacher working 42 hours a week earns only 2,100 pesos—roughly $155. However, very few teachers have full-time positions. José Martín Medina, a young physical education teacher, only works 20 hours a week. He says his situation is typical, and many colleagues get as few as 10 hours a week so they have to teach at more than one school or take other part-time jobs to survive. As well as the lack of a living wage, Medina lamented the lack of resources to do the job properly, whether it’s teaching physical education or academic subjects. For example, his students love soccer, but the only ball they have to use is made from wads of newspaper wrapped in duct tape. Medina and other Mexican teachers expressed deep concern about the high drop-out rate. Although university education is free or almost free in Mexico, few young people have the opportunity to attend. He said many children from the surrounding villages are growing up in deep poverty, so by age 12 or 13 they face a lot of pressure to leave school and go to work to help their families. Students are also required to pay for many school supplies that would still be covered in BC, such as the costs of chemicals needed in the science lab. Even if ice is required for experiments, students must bring it to school—an amazing expectation in the heat of the Morelos hillsides! Mexican students with special needs face additional challenges. Traditionally they have been segregated in special education classes, but recently government has been proposing a policy of integration. Teachers Graciela Rangel from the state of Michoacan and Josefina Martinez from Morelos see this policy shift as just another way for government to cut costs at the expense of teachers and their most vulnerable students. Rangel pointed out that there is no training for teachers to help students with special needs, and no extra pay for teachers who are able take on the challenge. “There are no conditions for integration, and no budget for adaptations,” Martinez said. “Our school doesn’t even have a ramp so that a student in a wheelchair could enter our doors.” Over a delicious lunch of salad and pozole, the typical pre-Columbian corn soup served with chicken, avocado, and chiles, both Rangel and Martinez agreed that no matter what the issue—special needs or class size or working conditions—they are united in their union as agents for fundamental social change. “What really impressed me was the enthusiasm for teaching and learning displayed by both the teachers and students under incredible, adverse conditions,” said BCTF 1st Vice-President Jim Iker. “It was also neat to see the respect and affection shown by the students for their teachers.” “Our Mexican colleagues reinforced for me again firsthand, the importance of speaking out and advocating for strong, quality public education systems with better resources and improved working and learning conditions,” he said. Iker was also inspired to witness how the Mexican teachers are struggling against such severe odds to make a difference in student’s lives: “It made me feel proud to be a teacher.”  Nancy Knickerbocker, BCTF media relations officer   )
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=21789,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 23, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 2010   Is it anti-Semitic to criticize Israel?  By Bob Rosen   The conflict between Israel and the Palestinians has once again been thrown into high relief by the action of Israeli forces in boarding a relief ship bound for Gaza to attempt to break the crippling land and sea blockade of that territory by the Israeli military. Israel’s actions have earned it an unprecedented degree of international condemnation. Recently, the BCTF Representative Assembly called for the development of a curriculum unit that allows a fair and comprehensive all-sided discussion of the Israel/Palestine issue. Teachers need to understand what’s going on in that region and discuss it with their students. In the past year, there has been a spate of actions by government bodies in Canada in an attempt to brand critics of Israeli policies as anti-Semitic. At the same time, the Harper government has acted to defund the Christian human rights NGO Kairos because of its alleged support for a campaign of boycott, divestment, and sanctions (BDS) against Israel. In fact, Kairos never did support the BDS campaign, although many defenders of human rights around the world—Jews and non-Jews—do. Recently, the Ontario parliament also passed a motion condemning Israeli Apartheid Week on college campuses in Ontario and elsewhere. Well-known Canadian journalist Judy Rebick (who is herself Jewish) sharply criticized the move and pointed out that this is the first time a Canadian legislature has taken action against student protest activities since the McCarthy era in the early 1950s. Most significantly, a group of MPs, representing all federal political parties except the Bloc Quebecois, formed the Canadian Parliamentary Coalition to Combat Anti-Semitism (CPCCPA), which has been conducting a series of one-sided hearings aimed at defining pointed criticism of Israel as the “new anti-Semitism.” They are now preparing to make a report to Parliament proposing legislation that could make such criticisms of Israel a violation of Canadian law. Currently, an ever-greater number of Jews in Canada and around the world are distancing themselves from the policies of the Israeli government, which were recently condemned in the United Nations’ Goldstone Report for criminal actions against Palestinian civilians during the Gaza War in December 2009. (The report also criticizes Hamas for its rocket attacks against Israeli civilians.) Goldstone, a noted international human rights expert and a South African Jew and self-described supporter of Israel, has subsequently been viciously attacked by the Israeli government and its supporters for taking such a forthright position. Recently Goldstone was told by Zionist religious authorities in South Africa that he wouldn’t be welcomed at the bar mitzvah of his own grandson. (This attempt at intimidation was reversed when it generated tremendous international outrage.) Conflating criticisms of the actions of the state of Israel with attacks on Jewish people in general is utterly false. There have always been Jews who have been critical of the Zionist project. In fact, many of the strongest critics of Zionism and of Israel’s policies have been Jewish. In Canada, organizations such as Independent Jewish Voices, Jewish Outlook Society (which publishes the Canadian Jewish Outlook magazine), and Not In Our Name are increasingly vocal critics of Israeli policy and represent an alternative voice to the hardline Israeli supporters of B’nai Brith and the Canadian Jewish Congress. There is also a growing number of organizations of dissenting Jews in the US, England, and elsewhere who are speaking out in opposition to the actions of the state of Israel. Israel’s continuing illegal occupation of territories it captured in the 1967 war has given rise to many human rights concerns. The occupation denies the most basic rights to the Palestinian residents of the Occupied Territories, including the right to a viable territory and state, to vote in meaningful elections, and to control their own governmental affairs. As a direct result of this occupation, the movement of Palestinians is strictly controlled through a series of military roadblocks that make communication and travel within the territories maddeningly slow and sometimes impossible. Israeli soldiers at the checkpoints frequently deliberately humiliate Palestinians simply trying to move within their own territory. Israeli dissident Jeff Halper has described Israel’s administration of the Occupied Territories as a “Matrix of Control.” In addition, there are more than 11,000 Palestinian political prisoners in Israeli jails. Much of the best land and water access in the territories continues to be taken by illegal Israeli settlements, which are connected to each other by a series of Jewish-only roads that Palestinians are not allowed to ride on. Currently, the Israeli military has been enforcing a blockade in Gaza since 2005. This aggressive action sharply limits the import of vital goods, which is causing terrible hardship to the people living there, in direct opposition to international law forbidding collective punishment of civilian populations, and has been sharply criticized by the United Nations and the International Red Cross. Within the “Green Line” of Israel’s 1947 borders, Israel’s self-definition as a “Jewish state” makes second-class citizens of the Palestinians who comprise 20% of Israel’s population. These are the people who remained behind when the Zionist military’s ethnic cleansing campaigns drove the majority of Palestinians from their ancestral homes. Israel refuses to allow the 80% of the Palestinian population that were driven out of their homes at that time, or their descendants, to return, even though Israel was obliged to do so as a condition of being granted its statehood by the international community in 1948. At the same time, anyone who is Jewish can immigrate to Israel and gain instant citizenship as a right in the Jewish state. To understand Palestinians’ attitude toward this situation, imagine how Sikh, Jewish, or Muslim Canadians would feel if Canada were to define itself as a “Christian state.” South African leaders Bishop Desmond Tutu and Nelson Mandela have said that the conditions of Palestinians in the territories are worse than those faced by blacks under the apartheid system there. Former US President Jimmy Carter has described the current occupation as a form of apartheid. In response to a growing awareness of the crisis in Israel and Palestine, a number of artists and musicians are refusing to perform in Israel as part of the boycott, divestment, and sanctions (BDS) campaign called for as a non-violent protest by Palestinian civil society organizations. The Congress of South African Trade Unions (COSATU), which played an important role in the defeat of South African apartheid, has also played a leading role in this BDS campaign, trying to pressure Israel to abandon its own apartheid policies. There is considerable discussion and debate about the road to peace in Israel/Palestine. The internationally recognized goal has been a two-state solution. But Israeli settlement policies and intransigence have made this goal increasingly unattainable in the short run. Many in Palestine and elsewhere are proposing the idea of a single state inhabited by Jews and Palestinians who have full equality under the law. This is now seen by many supporters of the Palestinian cause as both a more practical and more principled solution than trying to establish a state in the fragmented Occupied Territories. Regardless of their views on all this, Canadians should be free to consider all the options and approaches to resolving this decades-old crisis without fear of being labeled anti-Semites for speaking out against the injustice and oppression that the Palestinians are experiencing.  Bob Rosen is a retired Surrey teacher.   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141006,globalnews.ca,http://globalnews.ca/news/1598958/16x9-an-investigation-into-illegal-lumber/,16×9: An investigation into illegal lumber - National | Globalnews.ca Your Region: National BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg On TV: News Hour Sections National National sections Locals Local sections Watch Watch sections Search Canada Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released Sections Health Money Consumer Tech Entertainment Environment Science Lifestyle Sports Featured Canada World Politics Investigations Canada Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released Your Region National Change BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Health Money Consumer Tech Entertainment Environment Science Lifestyle Sports Jump to a Region National BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Man trying to reach Bermuda in inflatable bubble rescued by Coast Guard Schedule NowNews Hour 6:30pmGlobal National More Programs Global National The West Block 16x9 The Morning Show More Personalities Dawna Friesen Carolyn Jarvis Liza Fromer Tom Clark More News Major snowfall covers N. Manitoba Entertainment ‘Gone Girl’ wins weekend box office News Journalist with Ebola arrives at US hospital Canada Quebecor sells off Sun newspaper chain News Crowdfunded bus debuts in Toronto Entertainment Depardieu reveals past as escort, thief Canada MPs debate motion for airstrikes in Iraq Sports NBA extends television deals for 9 years Trending Maple Syrup Heist Hong Kong protests Iraq crisis Luka Magnotta Ebola outbreak enterovirus D68 Ukraine Retail Wars Canada October 4, 2014 8:23 pm 16×9: An investigation into illegal lumber By Staff  16x9 What is this? Sponsored content is written by Global News' editorial staff without any editorial influence by the sponsor. If you'd like to learn more... What is this ? X What is this? Sponsored content is written by Global News' without any editorial influence by the sponsor. If you'd like to learn more... ABOVE: Watch 16×9’s full investigation into the trail of illegal lumber stolen in Russia, shipped to China and sold in Canada. Timber thieves are stealing wood from the Russian Far East, processing it in China and then shipping it to North America to sell, a 16×9 investigation has found. Shipping records show that Xingjia, a Chinese company that has been accused of illegally sourcing its wood from Russia, sent more than $5.7 million worth of wood to the port of Vancouver. Sascha Von Bismarck, who runs the Environmental Investigation Agency, spent three years tracking wood from the Russian Far East to Xingjia. Some of that wood is eventually sold in North America – much of it by Lumber Liquidators, Von Bismarck alleges. WATCH: Von Bismarck discusses how the U.S. regulates illegal wood and what Canada should be doing. Story continues below Lumber Liquidators has nine retail stores in Canada. The company has denied these allegations, saying the EIA report “contained fundamental inaccuracies and unsubstantiated claims.” Xingjia has also denied these allegations in the past. Lumber Liquidators said the sourcing, harvesting and manufacturing of all of its products is in accordance with U.S. and international laws. In fact, the company said it goes above and beyond industry standards by ensuring that every shipment of wood is legal. The company said if proper documentation for an order is not produced, it will “reject that order before it leaves a dock.” Lumber Liquidators has a training program and has regular audits performed by independent parties to make sure that its wood comes from permissible forests, it says. WATCH: Don Finkell, chairman of the Hardwood Federation, worked with environmental and industry groups to develop voluntary standards for importers to make sure they are bringing in legally cut wood. The shrinking forest in the Russian Far East is threatening the survival of Siberian tigers. There are fewer than 500 of the rare, elusive big cats left on earth. Logging is reducing their food supply of red deer and wild boar, which feed on acorns and pine nuts. BEHIND THE SCENES: Producer, Gil Shochat, talks about the Environmental Investigation Agency’s Sascha Von Bismarck and the access he gained in his undercover work. Experts suggest that as much as 75 per cent of all hardwood flooring sold in big-box home repair chains comes from Chinese producers – a sharp increase from just one decade ago, when it was below 20 per cent. READ MORE: Think that new hardwood floor is made in Canada? Think again There are also concerns about lax oversight in China over chemicals used in the manufacturing process. Flooring that was made in China and is sold in North America contains high levels of formaldehyde, a known carcinogen, according to tests conducted by the Hardwood Plywood and Veneer Association. READ MORE: High levels of formaldehyde found in Chinese-made floors sold in North America © Shaw Media, 2014 Report an error Liquidating the Forests More Stories Canada Russian timber thieves selling wood in North America, environmentalist says Think that new hardwood floor is made in Canada? Think again High levels of formaldehyde found in Chinese-made floors sold in North America Russia dismisses Canada’s complaint of ‘unnecessary provocation’ in Black Sea Vancouver Police raid marijuana shop on Kingsway Comments Popular Now Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released 20224 How does Ebola spread? 5 things you need to know 18659 Accused Madeleine McCann Twitter troll found dead 9985 Ebola: 5 reasons why an outbreak is highly unlikely in Canada 7298 UPDATE: What’s the best, cheapest Canadian cellphone plan out there? 5891 Featured Content Canada Ebola: 5 reasons why an outbreak is highly unlikely in Canada What are the chances of an Ebola outbreak taking off in Canada? It isn’t likely, according to experts. And here are a number of reasons why. Continue reading → Environment Are we in the midst of a mass extinction? There have been 5 mass extinctions — the loss of 75 per cent or more of the world’s species — in Earth’s history. Scientists now believe that we are at the early stages of the sixth. Continue reading → Health Lab-grown penises may soon be ‘ready for testing’ on humans Researchers in North Carolina say penises grown in laboratories could “soon be ready for human testing,” offering hope for men who have had traumatic injuries or penile cancer. Continue reading → Canada Meet Rachel Parent — the teen fighting for GMO labelling in Canada Rachel Parent is a 15-year-old activist. Her goal: mandatory labelling in Canada of all genetically modified organisms, or GMOs that are found as ingredients in food. Continue reading → Canada Abandoned puppies on the mend Twenty hungry, cold and flea-infested puppies found in a Saskatchewan field are now being nursed back to health at Battleford’s Humane Society. Continue reading → Science Everything you need to know about Wednesday’s lunar eclipse On Oct. 8, Canada will be treated to its second lunar eclipse of the year. Find out what you can expect. Continue reading → Canada Can homegrown food win the climate change war? Wondering what’s the single most effective way to combat climate change? Plant a garden. Continue reading → Canada 16×9: An investigation into illegal lumber Timber thieves are stealing wood from the Russian Far East, processing it in China and then shipping it to North America, a 16×9 investigation has found. Continue reading → Highlights Hounds of Parliament: As commuting cyclist and budget watchdog, Frechette must make his presence known Frechette draws a line distinguishing his personality as a cyclist and as the parliamentary budget officer. But surely there’s a parallel between the assertive man he is on a bike and in the role of PBO? Continue reading → Email alerts Sign up for FREE daily Globalnews.ca newsletters and breaking news alerts Email Address National Daily News National Breaking News By clicking on the submit button, I have read, understood and agreed to our privacy policy Twitter Follow globalnews 20 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews USA Swimming suspends #MichaelPhelps for 6 months glbn.ca/ClLU9 pic.twitter.com/nqC3dQ3NhL 20 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews Hillary Clinton: military action against ISIS “critical” and “essential” globalnews.ca/news/1600343/w… #cdnpoli 32 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews Boy left in car during church choir practice dies glbn.ca/ClKBB Jump to a Region BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Connect Facebook Twitter Google+ RSS Contact Us Global News About Us Privacy Policy Principles & Practices Terms & Conditions Copyright Shaw Media Advertise Open Data © Shaw Media Inc., 2014. All rights reserved. Follow Follow “Global News” Get every new post delivered to your Inbox. Join 3,820 other followers Powered by WordPress.com Shaw Connect Expand News Entertainment Entertainment Home Celebs Movies TV Music Living Lifestyle Food Home & Living Sports Money Tech Travel Breaktime Autos Watch TV Online All Sites Global Global News Food Network HGTV History Television Showcase Slice DTOUR ET Canada National Geographic Movietime Lifetime H2 DIY Action NG Wild Mystery IFC BBC Deja Vu Twist)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/SocialJustice.aspx?id=21722,BCTF > LGBQT videos  	BCTF Social Justice  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources   For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Social Justice > Issues > LGBTQ LGBTQ Videos The following two videos are National Film Board of Canada productions. For more information, see the NFB website:  www.nfb.ca. Forbidden Love (84 min) (Adult) c1992 Nine women paint a hilarious, rebellious portrait of lesbian sexuality, against a backdrop of tabloid headlines, book covers, and dramatizations from lesbian pulp novels. Stolen Moments (92 min) (Adult, professional) c1997 An exhaustive look at lesbian history (Europe, USA, and Canada) from the 1920s to the present. It includes old film footage and dramatic recreations, music, comic moments, and memories. Featured are Joan Nestle, Judy Grahn, Audre Lorde, Leslie Feinberg, and other notable women. Although adult-oriented, the video would be useful for mature students wishing to learn more about the forces that shaped modern lesbian culture. Contact Moving Images Distribution for information on the following two videos. Phone: 604-684-3014, or toll-free: 1-800-684-3014; online catalogue at www.movingimages.ca. Gay Spirit (52 min) (Secondary, adult) c1996 Six gays and lesbians talk about their struggle to be out and to be part of their faith communities. They are: a Muslim man living with AIDS, a man brought up Pentecostal, a Jewish lesbian, a Seventh Day Adventist, and two lesbian partners and former nuns. Dr. Martin Brokenleg provides insight into the challenges these individuals have faced. He stresses the importance of overcoming discrimination, and reminds viewers that about 35% of adolescent suicides are by teens questioning their sexuality. Little Sister’s vs. Big Brother (71 min) (Adult, secondary) c2002 Since 1983, Little Sister’s Book & Art Emporium has resisted bigotry, bombings, and books held at the border. The Vancouver bookstore pushed its battle against Canada Customs all the way to Canada’s Supreme Court. Here are many key moments in their battle against censorship—book seizures, personal courage, violence against Vancouver’s queer communities, and court decisions. It also delves into the passions and principles that have driven the four personalities from Little Sister’s in this long struggle. Well-known writers, BC Civil Liberties Association, and ACLU, all speak out in defence of the right of all Canadians to read and view what they choose. The following title is distributed by Vtape. www.vtape.org  Rewriting the Script: A Love Letter to our Families (46 min) (Professional) c2002 This video explores the loves, lives, and sexualities of lesbian, gay, and transgender South Asians in Canada and their families. The subjects, parents and other family members, talk about the struggle to redefine their relationships. The sound quality is mediocre but the stories are compelling and informative. Excellent for parents. The video comes with an extensive discussion guide, for exploring issues of religion, family, community pressures, and strategies for building support. This video can be ordered from the Gay, Lesbian and Straight Education Network. www.glsenstore.org/outside-the-lines-video-and-manual.html  Outside the Lines: The World of the Gay Athlete (17 min) (Secondary, adult) c2000 This ESPN video charts the journeys of two students competing as openly gay athletes in very different climates. Both students movingly reveal their courage and resilience. Great for coaches/educators, the video is accompanied by a 24-page viewing guide with lessons, discussion questions, and other resources for building equity in athletics. About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141007,www.huffingtonpost.com,http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/10/06/puddle-pothole-portal_n_5915634.html,'Puddle, Pothole, Portal' Brings Animation's Absurdity To The Art World View mobile site October 7, 2014 Huffpost Arts Edition: U.S. Show/Hide Brasil BR Canada CA Deutschland DE España ES France FR Italia IT 日本 (Japan) JP 한국 (Korea) KR Maghreb MG United Kingdom UK United States US Follow Newsletters Get ArtsNewsletters Email address Enter Email Address Huffington Post Search Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search iOS app Android app More Log in Create Account Notifications 0 $USERNAME Profile Settings Logout FRONT PAGE Entertainment Kris Jenner Opens Up About The Late Robert Kardashian 6 Blake Lively Is Pregnant! 30 Mariah Carey Proves She's Not Lip-Synching 42 Is This Where George Clooney And Amal Alamuddin Honeymooned? 7 Pregnant Kelly Rowland Poses Topless In Black And White Photo Shoot 2 Go to Entertainment More in Entertainment Celebrity TV You Might Also Like Comedy Arts Books Food Style Weird News Moviefone Arts The Glamorous History Of Pin-Up Like You've Never Seen It Before 3 1 Here Are A Bunch Of F*cking Delightful Artsy Cat Photos. You're Welcome. 3 This Is What It Really Looks Like To Be A Modern Day Nun 8 New Animation-Inspired Art Show Will Make You Yearn For Saturday Morning Cartoons 0 Go to Arts More in Arts Painting Film Design Photography Theater Architecture You Might Also Like Books NY Los Angeles Books Print Books Are Still Outselling Ebooks, Despite Dire Expectations 37 The Surprising Reason Why Reading REALLY Matters 3 Kurt Vonnegut's Advice For High Schoolers Is Advice For Us All 0 Go to Books More in Books Book Club Libraries In Crisis You Might Also Like Arts Food Education Media Recipes Black Voices Latino Voices Religion TV Well, We Didn't See This Doctor Who Monster Coming 23 Go to TV More in TV TV Replay TV Recaps TV Spoilers Maureen Ryan You Might Also Like Celebrity Media Comedy Arts Books Science WATCH: It's Time For A 'Blood Moon' 86 What Next For The Ebola Outbreak? Here's What The Math Says 125 Here's Why The Night Sky Is Dark Even Though Jillions Of Stars Are Shining Light Our Way 19 This Scientist Has A Surprising Idea For Protecting Football Players 59 3 Scientists Win Nobel Prize In Medicine 53 Go to Science More in Science Space Brain Earth Talk Nerdy To Me Weird Science You Might Also Like Tech Green Arts Religion Weird News Style Kylie Jenner Has A New Hair Line, All By Herself 0 The Easy Fall Haircut That Works For Everyone 0 8 Things Your Friends Really Need To Chill About 17 10 Totally Terrifying Halloween Nail Art Ideas 0 Amp Up Your Knuckle Rings With French Fries And Sushi 8 Go to Style More in Style The Beauty Page Fashion Trends Celebrity Style You Might Also Like Home Women Parents Weddings Travel Divorce Post 50 Home The 5 Best American Cities To Live In Right Now Are... 35 6 Gyms That Take In-Home Fitness To A Whole. New. Level. 4 Go to Home More in Home House Tours Cleaning Design Entertaining Real Estate Celebrity Homes You Might Also Like Style Food Healthy Living Arts HuffPost Live Next Ferguson & The Threat Of State Violence Next SCOTUS To Rule On Prisoner's Beard Tomorrow 'Felony' Star Jai Courtney LIVE Tomorrow Author & Therapist Linda Carroll LIVE Tomorrow Macy Gray LIVE Go to Huffpost Live All Sections News Politics WorldPost Business Small Business Money Media Sports Education Crime Weird News Good News Entertainment Entertainment Celebrity Comedy Arts & Culture Books TV Life & Style Healthy Living GPS for the Soul Style Home Taste Weddings Travel Parents Divorce Huff/Post 50 Marlo Thomas OWN Dr. Phil Tech & Science Tech Science Green Code Voices Women Black Voices Latino Voices Voces (en español) Gay Voices Religion College Teen Impact Local Chicago DC Denver Detroit Hawaii Los Angeles Miami New York San Francisco Our Mobile Apps: iOS Android HuffPost Live (iOS) GPS For The Soul (iOS) GPS For The Soul (Android) Arts & Culture Painting Film Design Photography Theater Music Dance Architecture Female Artists Art Meets Science On Our Radar ImageBlog The Glamorous History Of Pin-Up Like You've Never Seen It Before 2014-10-06 04:01:25 Here Are A Bunch Of F*cking Delightful Artsy Cat Photos. You're Welcome. 2014-10-06 04:01:16 Gay Artist Will Spend 15 Days In A Glass Box To Explore The Meaning Of Grindr 2014-10-03 09:17:09 " class="async-img-load" /> 2014-10-02 16:44:21 This Dreamlike Flock Of Rainbow Sheep Actually Exists 2014-10-01 09:40:24 This Is What It Really Looks Like To Be A Modern Day Nun 2014-10-06 04:01:33 Miranda July Designed A Purse And It's Everything You Hoped It Would Be 2014-10-03 20:50:37 10 Painters Who Are Changing Their Medium In The 21 Century 2014-10-03 09:19:22 10 Eerily Adorable GIFs That Will Make You Feel Like A Kid Before Bedtime 2014-10-03 20:50:43 Here's One Way To Protest China's Preference For Boys 2014-10-03 09:01:42 How To Build A Gay And Lesbian Art Museum 2014-10-03 20:50:58 Previous Story Next Story 'Puddle, Pothole, Portal' Brings Animation's Absurdity To The Art World The Huffington Post  | By Priscilla Frank Email Posted: 10/06/2014 4:01 am EDT Updated: 10/06/2014 5:59 am EDT Share Tweet Email Comment tumblr stumble reddit You know that moment where Wile E. Coyote, in pursuit of Road Runner, runs right off a cliff and, for just a second before he falls, hovers there, levitating in thin air, warping the laws of time and space for the purpose of a slapstick cosmic joke? If you grew up mesmerized by the strange and skewed animated visions that dwelled on your television screen, you know there are few spaces as serious about play as the cartoon universe. In this quasi-two-dimensional plane, children's entertainment happily contorts into complex exploration through an endless stream of double entendres and hidden meanings. In this lawless flatland, binaries do not hold, as hybrid creatures somewhere between human and animal romp without consequence in an absurdly fantastical virtual reality. A new exhibition at New York's SculptureCenter, titled "Puddle, pothole, portal," examines the ways we make sense of space, and constantly unscramble our understandings of it with the arrival of the latest technologies. Curated by SculptureCenter's Ruba Katrib and artist Camille Henrot, the exhibition compares our bumbling attempts to comprehend an ever-changing world to those of a child, hungry with wonder. Jamian Juliano-Villani, Messy View, 2013. Acrylic on canvas. 48 x 50 inches (121.9 x 127 cm). Collection of Liz Goldman. Photo: Retrospective Gallery. "The inspiration was this idea of dealing with new relationships between two-dimensional and three-dimensional space in relation to new technologies," Katrib explained to The Huffington Post Arts. "Through that we came up with three points we wanted to address: Saul Steinberg, "Who Framed Roger Rabbit" and early 20th century cartoons -- different but connected instances in which multiple actors, avatars, space, and anachronistic objects would come together in one plane and interact." The show features an international, multigenerational cast of artists, approximately half of whom have created new works for the show. Like their cartoon counterparts, the artworks feature unorthodox interactions between 2D and 3D, as well as a fair share of absurdity, hybridity and randomness. In her acrylic on canvas "Messy View," Jamian Juliano-Villani delivers a neon-tinged artist studio as bumbling and chaotic as war and sex combined -- both of which manage to make an appearance. Camille Blatrix's "The girl from the mailbox," created specifically for the exhibition, is a singing mailbox that waits for an important letter to arrive, and needs a key to be opened. Saul Steinberg, Untitled, 1971 Pencil and colored pencil on paper, 13 ¼ x 22 ¾ in. Framed History Published: The New Yorker, February 24, 1973, in Steinberg’s portfolio “The City” Exhibited: “Steinberg at The New Yorker,” The Pace Gallery, New York, February 11-March 5, 2005 (no catalogue) And then there's Steinberg's work, which comprises a hefty portion of the show's inspiration. "Saul Steinberg is interesting because he deals with this idea of animating space," Katrib explained. "A lot of his work touches on notions of animation even though there aren't really any cartoons. Steinberg was working as an illustrator but also an artist in his own right. So he's really working between these different boundaries, between high and low and art, navigating that in a very interesting way. And he is bringing together all these disparate characters and architectural references into the plane of the drawing. He makes sculptures that look like drawings and he makes drawings that create virtual realities. He is someone who thinks through the mission of drawing in 2D space as something that could create a virtual reality before the concept of virtual reality as we know it now." Do you remember the feeling of total confusion and captivation that emerged from watching your first few episodes of "Looney Tunes"? This exhibition, we predict, will reawaken that childlike feeling -- the slightest possibility that maybe if you stepped off a cliff you too would dangle there for just a second before spiraling down. "Puddle, pothole, portal" runs until January 5, 2015 at SculptureCenter. Get a preview below. Untitled, 1971 Pencil and colored pencil on paper, 13 ¼ x 22 ¾ in. Framed History Published: The New Yorker, February 24, 1973, in Steinberg’s portfolio “The City” Exhibited: “Steinberg at The New Yorker,” The Pace Gallery, New York, February 11-March 5, 2005 (no catalogue) Keiichi Tanaami, Ring and Pole series_A, 1980. Wood, lacquer. 14.6 x 12.8 x 16.7 inches (37 x 32.5 x 42.5 cm). Courtesy the artist and NANZUKA, Tokyo. Olga Balema, Long Arm, 2013. Latex and aluminum. Courtesy the artist and High Art, Paris. Photo: Gert Jan van Rooij. Lucie Stahl, Untitled (Mega Foxy), 2014. 64.9 x 46.4 inches (165 x 118 cm). Inkjet print, aluminum, epoxy resin. Courtesy the artist and Neue Alte Brücke, Frankfurt. Judith Hopf, Lily's Laptop, 2013. Video still. Courtesy the artist and kaufmann repetto. Mick Peter, Albert and Jenny, 2011 Jesmonite, plaster, latex, wood and polystyrene. Courtesy of the artist  and Grimm Gallery Untitled, 1971 Pencil and colored pencil on paper, 13 ¼ x 22 ¾ in. Framed History Published: The New Yorker, February 24, 1973, in Steinberg’s portfolio “The City” Exhibited: “Steinberg at The New Yorker,” The Pace Gallery, New York, February 11-March 5, 2005 (no catalogue) Untitled, 1971 Pencil and colored pencil on paper, 13 ¼ x 22 ¾ in. Framed History Published: The New Yorker, February 24, 1973, in Steinberg’s portfolio “The City” Exhibited: “Steinberg at The New Yorker,” The Pace Gallery, New York, February 11-March 5, 2005 (no catalogue) Danny McDonald, A Grim Forecast, 2014, Glass top-hat, painted styrofoam skull, plastic dog bank, plastic and metal Avon bottle top. 34.5 x 11 x 13 inches (87.6 x 27.9 x 33 cm). Courtesy the artist, Gaga, Mexico City, Galerie Isabella Bortolozzi, Berlin, and Collection Alexander Schröder, Berlin. Maria Loboda, The Houses are all Gone Under the Sea, 2013. Bronze. 2.8 × 11 × 8.7 inches (7 × 28 × 22 cm). Courtesy the artist; Andrew Kreps Gallery, New York; and Museo Nacional Centro de Arte Reina Sofía, Spain. Photo: Joaquín Cortés and Román Lores / MNCARS Camille Blatrix, The girl from the mailbox, 2014. Sketch. Courtesy the artist and Galerie Balice Hertling, Paris. Also on HuffPost: Close  The Architecture Of The Future Is Far More Spectacular Than You Could Imagine of   Why craft boring suspension bridges or arched overpasses when humanity is capable of building massive architectural feats like this to cross a river? The impressive, undulating design, destined to function as a pedestrian footbridge over the Dragon King Harbour River in China, is the product of NEXT Architects. The bridge design involves three individual, swirling lanes hovering over the picturesque landscape of Changsha. The rendering won an international competition associated with a new public park in the area last year, and the project is currently under construction. “The construction with the intersecting connections is based on the principal of the Möbius ring,” states Michel Schreinemachers on the NEXT website. “On the other hand it refers to a Chinese knot that comes from an ancient decorative Chinese folk art,” John van de Water adds. This image of an 80-story skyscraper, imagined by Dynamic Architecture's David Fisher back in 2008, is a far-fetched rendering fit for Dubai's future rich and famous. Why? Because it rotates. The enormous, towering building would have floors that move ever so slightly, completing a 360 degree rotation every 90 minutes. Forget about fighting for an east-facing apartment, the suites in Dynamic Architecture's creation would have all four cardinal directions covered. And it get's better. The building would be equipped with several giant wind turbines that generate electricity for tenants, and penthouse residents would be able to park their car at their apartments thanks to nifty lifts. While we're not sure this design will ever actually come to fruition (it was scheduled to be up and running in 2010), it's certainly a visual feast worth ogling. In November of 2013, the Strelka Institute announced the winner of a two-stage international competition to design Zaryadye Park, Moscow's first new public park in over 50 years. The winner was Diller Scofidio + Renfro (in collaboration with Hargreaves Associates and Citymakers), who proposed this particularly stunning design based on a theory of "Wild Urbanism," or the concept of a "hybrid landscape where the natural and the built cohabit to create a new public space." The park will feature four landscape typologies -- tundra, steppe, forest and wetland, integrating augmented micro-climates that will enable the park to function as a public space throughout Russia’s extreme winters. Essentially, the quasi-indoor environments will involve regulated temperatures, controlled wind and simulated daylight that encourage 24/7, year-round park pleasure. As Diller Scofidio +Renfro aptly put it, "Zaryadye Park will embody the past and the future simultaneously." nvisible architecture is the calling card of science fiction design, and we're happy to report that architects of today are on the case. Of course, there's South Korea's in-the-works, LED-clad Infinity Tower. CNN reported in 2013 that "the invisibility illusion will be achieved with a high-tech LED facade system that uses a series of cameras that will send real-time images onto the building's reflective surface." But there's also the shorter, less flashy structure (pictured above) designed by New York-based architecture firm stpmj. The parallelogram-shaped barn would be made of wood and sheeted with mirror film, at a cost of $5,000. The idea is to "blur the perceptual boundary" between object and setting, according to a statement sent by the architects to The Huffington Post earlier this year. We have to say we're impressed with architects' ability to push the boundaries of what invisible really means. For his series "Dauphin Island," artist Dionisio González designed dreamlike, futuristic forts made from iron and concrete, fusing the role of artist with that of architect, engineer and urban planner. The peculiar edifices -- the hybrid of a beach house, a bunker and a space ship -- were designed with the residents of Dauphin Island in mind. Located off the coast of Alabama in the Gulf of Mexico, the tiny landmass is known for experiencing perpetual and catastrophic hurricanes. When a storm hits the small island of around 1,200 people, it often washes away much of the coastline, leaving residents to rebuild their homes again and again. González created hypothetical blueprints for his forts, illustrating how his bulbous, concrete structures would better suit the fraught island's populous. You can learn more about the project on his website. Keep in mind, these structures are not yet slated for reality, but they certainly paint an interesting picture of what futuristic island homes could look like. Dubai's Burj Khalifa is widely known as the world's tallest building, measuring in at a whopping 2,716.5 feet and 160 stories. The structure itself is mesmerizing, but what's even more intriguing is a think tank's bizarre proposal to cover the towering skyscraper in a giant fabric casing made of reflective material. We learned about the project, dubbed EXO-BURJ, in 2014. The strange, sock-like covering would wrap around the entire building, from spire to ground level, in a "super-lightweight, reflective and semi-transparent fabric material," according to a description by the Dubai-based think tank, OP-EN. The temporary "sweater" would reflect the expansive urban scenes around it, turning the Burj Khalifa into a massive mirror in the vein of Christo and Jeanne-Claude. What is there to do with an outdated, eyesore of a power plant in the future? Why not give the sprawling facilities a green makeover, one that would serve two functions: to beautify the structure and provide a new way of dealing with CO2 emissions. Here's how it would work: The architecture firm AZPA (Alejandro Zaera-Polo Arquitectura) plans to turn the existing Wedel Vattenfall power plant in Germany into a new industrial complex, one that would be built up from the previous facilities and wrapped with a corrugated skin of creeper plants. This strategically-placed skin would not only soften the exterior aesthetic of the plant, but it would create a sheath of creepers to absorb CO2 emissions. AZPA describes the endeavor, imagined in 2013, as "an attempt to resolve the conflict between the natural ecology and the manmade environment." Earlier this year, the Museum of Modern Art and MoMA PS1 selected The Living’s “circular tower of organic and reflective bricks” -- called "Hy-Fi" -- as the winner of the Young Architects Program’s (YAP) 15th edition. The temporary structure will be built using a new method of bio-design incorporating entirely organic material. As Arch Daily reported back in February, the tower will involve "the unique stacking of two new materials: Ecovative-manufactured organic bricks, made from corn stalks and specially-developed living root structures; and reflective bricks, designed by 3M, that were used as growing trays for the organic bricks before being implemented into the structure." Bonus: According to MoMA's site, Hy-Fi will is the first sizable structure to claim near-zero carbon emissions in its construction process and represents a 100% compostable design. “Recurring to the latest developments in biotech, it reinvents the most basic component of architecture -- the brick -- as both a material of the future and a classic trigger for open-ended design possibilities." Forget interior decorators, the future of indoor design will be run by 3D printers. We have architects Michael Hansmeyer and Benjamin Dillenburger to thank for introducing us to this concept. The two pulled off a three-dimensional printing feat to rival them all just last year. As part of the project "Digital Grotesque," the duo 3D printed an entire room, creating a 16-square-meter cube adorned with unbelievable ornamentation that looks like it belongs in a futuristic cathedral. "We aim to create an architecture that defies classification and reductionism," states the group's website. "Digital Grotesque is between chaos and order, both natural and the artificial, neither foreign nor familiar. Any references to nature or existing styles are not integrated into the design process, but are evoked only as associations in the eye of the beholder." It's hard not to love this New York design project from Family and PlayLab, which plans to bring a giant filtration system to the murky waters between Manhattan and Brooklyn. The project would take the shape of a 164-foot long floating pool set to take shape in 2016 -- if all funding efforts go as planned. If there are swimming pools in our future, let them look like this. In a statement released at the end of 2013, pool masterminds Archie Lee Coates IV, Dong-Ping Wong and Jeff Franklin announced they are beginning construction on Float Lab, an experimental version of the planned 164-foot +POOL. They raised the funds for the smaller pool (35 feet by 35 feet, to be exact) through their last Kickstarter endeavor. With a launch date planned for this summer, the mini pool will put the team's filtration membranes to the test in real-river conditions. "We dont think about using the river recreationally at all," Coates explained in a previous interview with Huff Post. "So as an architect you think, 'What if we could change that or propose an idea that could change that?' We decided to pitch [+Pool] to the world. We just had no idea the response we would get." From the outside it resembles a giant, plushy purple jelly bean, and on the inside it looks more like a glowing, colored seashell. But this balloon-like form is actually the world's first inflatable concert hall, entitled "Ark Nova." Iconic British sculptor Anish Kapoor and Japanese architect Arata Isozaki teamed up to create the structure, meant to tour through areas of Japan affected by the 2011 earthquake and tsunami. It's a novel idea that could make for an innovative design strategy in many other fields. "I am honored to have been asked to design Ark Nova for the Tohoku area," Kapoor states on the Ark Nova site. "The structure defines a space for community and for music in which color and form enclose. I hope that the devastation can be overcome by creativity. Music can give solace and bring community together and in so doing can help us to see we are not alone." While wooden skyscrapers might not be as sensational as the previously mentioned rotating tower, the idea of building 34 wooden stories on on top of the other is pretty astonishing. And it might become a reality if Scandinavian practice C.F. Møller and DinnellJohansson -- 2013's winners of the HSB Stockholm architectural competition -- follow through with their rendering for the world's tallest wooden skyscraper. The design (pictured above) is one of three ”ultra-modern residential high-rises” planned for Stockholm’s city center in 2023, but the catch is, only one of these proposals will actually be built. It's no secret that New York's Gowanus Canal is a breeding ground for toxic waste, polluted runoff, and raw sewage that's -- rather unfortunately -- been dumped directly into the area's bodies of water. But a little project known as "Sponge Park" is hoping to transform the Brooklyn locale into a cleaner, properly filtered sanctuary -- and provide a model for future urban design. The Gowanus Canal Conservancy and the landscape architecture firm dlandstudio announced in the summer of 2013 that they plan to employ a system of landscape buffers and remediation wetlands to slow, absorb, and filter Gowanus' polluted sewer runoff before it reaches the canal. So, not only will the Sponge Park turn 11.4 acres of contaminated fields into a pleasant waterfront arena, it will provide a means of absorbing harmful pollutants that continue to ooze into the industrial battlefield. "In a process called phytoremediation, specially selected plants metabolize pollutants and heavy metals present in the contaminated water," the American Society of Landscape Architects explains on its website. "Dirty water from the combined sewer system is captured in underground storage tanks and slowly released into the landscape." In 2014, Chinese architecture firm MAD unveiled renderings of Chaoyang Park Plaza, a center of skyscrapers, office blocks and public spaces meant to mimic the appearance of mountains, hills and lakes depicted in Chinese landscape paintings. The complex is now under construction in Beijing, and will result in an expansive sky line seemingly ripped from the pages of a futuristic novel. "By transforming features of Chinese classical landscape painting, such as lakes, springs, forests, creeks, valleys, and stones, into modern 'city landscapes,' the urban space creates a balance between high urban density and natural landscape," MAD writes on its website. "The forms of the buildings echo what is found in natural landscapes, and re-introduces nature to the urban realm." Lucky for Beijing, the innovative skyline is already under construction.  Share  Tweet  ✖ Advertisement Share this ✖ close Current Slide More: Puddle Pothole Portal Saul Steinberg Cartoons Animation Sculpturecenter Sculpture Center Ruba Katrib Camille Henrot Who Framed Roger Rabbit Suggest a correction   Click here to view Conversations Conversations Suggested For You FOLLOW HUFFPOST Email Email Address Options The Morning Email Arts Get top stories and blog posts emailed to me each day.. Facebook HuffPost Arts Twitter HuffPost Follow Arts Follow Google Plus HuffPost Arts RSS Most Popular on HuffPost Latest News Arts All RSS / Feeds Phone Available on the App Store Android App on Google Play Get it at Blackberry App World Every Simpsons Couch Gag at the Same Time Why Aren’t We Talking About Chadwick Boseman? Gone Girl, Psycho, and How David Fincher Steals From Alfred Hitchcock Slate Articles » Are Ratings Back Up For Bob's Burgers? Movie Characters Whose Legends Live On 11 More Superhero Movies That Almost Happened Crowd Ignite » Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search Advertise Log In Make HuffPost your Home Page RSS Careers FAQ User Agreement Privacy Comment Policy About Us About Our Ads Contact Us Copyright ©2014 TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. "The Huffington Post" is a registered trademark of TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. All rights reserved. Part of AOL Lifestyle Use this form to alert a HuffPost editor about a factual or typographical error in this story. Notify message * Required * * * What kind of error is this? Choose an option Factual or typographical Comment moderation problem Rights and permissions Other * What is the correction? 0 count Describe the error here (1,000 character limit) * Type the words below so we know you are not a cyborg Sign me up for The Morning Email Thank you!)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=10060,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 3, Jan./Feb. 2003 Affiliation with the BCFed Now's the time to affiliate with the B.C. Federation of Labour by Neil Worboys This spring, colleagues throughout our province will take a historic vote on whether to affiliate with the B.C. Federation of Labour. If ever there was a time for teachers to join with the broader union movement, it is now. Now, more than ever, we must be united in our efforts to resist the B.C. Liberals’ "New Era" politics. Gordon Campbell and Christy Clark’s agenda of confrontation and cuts is devastating communities around the province, and especially in rural areas. Our students, parents, neighbours, and colleagues are being affected by the unprecedented mass closure of schools, hospitals, courthouses, and community agencies. While they slash taxes for their wealthy friends and funders, the Liberals continue slashing services to the most vulnerable among us: the ill, the elderly, the homeless, single mothers, victims of crime, children with special needs, and immigrants and refugees. The casualties are mounting daily. We must be realistic. This year’s cuts were terrible, but next year’s could be much worse. The government’s program of downsizing, privatization, and underfunding will carry on relentlessly unless we put a stop to it. Many teachers, including me and the other leaders of the B.C. Teachers’ Federation, believe that we must join with others in the Labour Movement if we are to turn the tide and rebuild a strong, stable public education system for all. Representing 450,000 workers throughout the province, the BC Fed is made up of many activists and parents who share our values of universality and equity in a quality public education system. They are our best allies in our struggle to keep quality education a reality for every child. Thousands of BC Fed members understand our feelings in a way no other British Columbians do. Like us, they have also had their collective agreements ripped up and their bargaining rights trampled. Working more closely with them will help us all to regain those crucial collective rights and contracts. Some teachers have expressed concern that joining the Fed will limit our professionalism, but the reverse is true. We can exercise our full professional autonomy only in an environment of respect for teachers, not in the current climate of teacher-bashing fostered by Campbell and Clark. Their obsession with accountability measures and their intentional undermining of our system make it next to impossible for us to truly act as the professionals we are. Teachers in other provinces, especially Ontario, have experienced the same attacks we are now enduring. Their response has been to join the Labour Movement, and they agree it has expanded their influence and base of support. We should learn a lesson from our Ontario colleagues and follow their example. Certainly other professionals here in B.C. have also done so. The B.C. Nurses’ Union joined the Fed last year, as did the thousands of college instructors represented by the College Institute Educators’ Association. Their members say that by being involved in the Fed, they have increased their sphere of influence and understanding. Both professional unions are encouraging teachers to take that important step and assume our rightful role in the house of Labour. If the 43,000 teachers in the BCTF join the BC Fed, its membership will near half a million. Just imagine half a million British Columbians with shared values and common goals. What an amazing force for social change we can be! When it’s time to mark your ballot, please vote YES for affiliation. Neil Worboys is BCTF president. If you have any questions, please contact any one of the members of the BCTF Task Force on Affiliation. They are eager to talk to you about the issue. You can go to the web site, www.bctf.bc.ca/about/affiliation, e-mail task force members at labour-tf@bctf.ca, or call them: Sandra Davie (Prince George) 250-562-6441, f: 250-564-4085, sdavie@sd57.bc.ca Carole Gillis (Kamloops Thompson) 250-376-1272 f: 250-376-3142, carole.gillis@shaw.ca Chris Johns (Cranbrook) 250-489-3717, f: 250-489-3727, lp02@bctf.ca Mark Keelan (Surrey) 604-594-5353 f: 604-594-5176, cell: 604-218-5362, lx36gv@bctf.ca Norm Nichols (North Vancouver) 604-903-3500, f: 604-903-3501, norm52@shaw.ca BCTF contact, Larry Kuehn, 604-871-2255, f: 604-871-2294, lkuehn@bctf.ca Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/parents.aspx?id=3620,BCTF > Preparing for team meetings  	For parents  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents Advocating for Public Education  Home & School Communication  Hot Topics  Learning Conditions  Presentations for Parents  Reading  Safety at School  Special Education  Supporting Your Child's Learning  For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > For Parents > Special Education Preparing for Team Meetings - Kelly Shields, special education teacher  Students with special needs often have an educational team of parents, educators, professionals, and para-professionals assigned to them. When a cohesive educational team exists for a student with special needs, integration will be successful for both the student and the adults who support that child. Usually, a student with special needs requires more educational team meetings than a "typical" student. It is critical that parents come prepared to team meetings about their child. Teachers acknowledge that parents know their child best and that they have much to learn about the child from the parents. If it is an IEP (Individual Education Plan) meeting, be prepared to share with educators your view of your child’s strengths and weaknesses. Also, be sure to bring any new documentation to the meeting--physician’s reports, occupational therapist recommendations, and speech/language reports are all important sources to consider when planning the student’s education program. Prior to the meeting, take notes about what you view as short- and long-term goals for the child. For example, "Improvements to the student's understanding of language" may be a long-term goal. Short-term goals related to this particular long-term goal should be contemplated. For example, "Following a simple direction" may be the short-term goal. Send your agenda items to the teacher before the meeting occurs and ask that your items be placed on the meeting agenda. Ensure that you know the services or programs that your child with special needs will receive. If you believe that your child needs a particular service and it is not being received, ask your educational team why this is the case. If the lack of services is due to budget cutbacks, ask your child’s team to explain the steps you need to take in order to address your concern. Ideally, IEP reviews should occur in the fall and the spring. However, parents can request other review meetings if they believe the need exists. IEP meetings don’t replace report card meetings. Go to both. Report card meetings give both the parent and the teacher an opportunity to discuss progress, raise concerns, and address issues while they are still manageable. Invite your child’s teacher and special education assistant to visit the child in his/her home environment; teachers often find this observation helpful in developing the student's educational program. Home/school interactions help the parent and teacher develop a positive relationship, which assures the student that there are several adults that care about him/her. About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9840,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept./Oct. 2002 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 1, Sept./Oct. 2002 Art is a catalyst for change   Creating sculpture out of a fungus that resembles skin, challenges Grade 11 students in Burnaby to examine their gut reactions to racism and discrimination. Grade 5 students in Richmond become savvy critics when they create an intimate, mixed-media collage examining the fair representation of children in advertising. Focused through physical-theatre techniques, Grade 12 drama students in Vancouver, confront each other with incidents of racism from their personal experience. Catalyst, is ArtStarts in Schools’ residency program that brings artists into classrooms to explore social justice issues, through the creation and discussion of works of art. Students probe into antiracism, mass-media representation, the environment, and more through the creation of visual artworks, drama, spoken word, storytelling and dance. Catalyst has taken root and developed through a three-year pilot that enabled ArtStarts to build a successful roadmap for artists and teachers working together to explore difficult topics. Over the past three years, Catalyst projects took place in 26 classrooms around the Lower Mainland. Now this program is ready to take on new, committed educators and a wide range of social issues to provoke self-revelation and creative social action through the arts in B.C. classrooms. There is a long history of the arts creating awareness of social issues and leading to social change (think of Picasso’s Guernica, the musical Hair, or The Aids Quilt), but for the most part, the arts in our schools have drawn their strength from skill development and celebration. We rarely ask the larger question: What is art for? Thinking about the "whys" of making art, beyond the creation of pleasing objects and experiences, strengthens the links between the arts and teaching social justice, making them logical partners in the classroom. The arts stimulate and often confront intellectual understanding, and build connections on a spiritual and emotional level. The process of creating a work of art offers "a safe place to take risk" in examining personal emotions, beliefs, and actions, in light of the realities of everyday life and the difficult issues each of us faces. Catalyst projects demand both self-revelation and creative action; they offer a place for students to reflect on their personal perceptions and understandings, articulate what they think, and act on their ideas and opinions. Each Catalyst project involves a strong partnership—artist/teacher teams, committed to social justice work, develop projects collaboratively. Working together, they provide students with the expressive tools for linking the personal and the political through the processes of creating works of art. Each project involves 15 hours of artist-in-the-classroom time, but many of the projects extend into other areas of the curriculum and become a catalyst in other subject areas, as students research, write, and build their understanding across the curriculum—motivated by the arts. ArtStarts works with professional artists who consider social justice issues to be fundamental to their work. Although each project brings an excellent grounding in arts skills to students, the teachers who have worked on Catalyst projects are unanimous in their perception that students get much more from the residency than arts techniques. They felt strongly that the focus of the project, was not on the creation of an arts product visual art, stories, a performance, but on the marriage of ideas, opinions, emotions, and skills. Teachers were also unanimous in recognizing the value of bringing "real life" role models into the classroom, whose professional work connected so strongly to their life experience and personal beliefs. Catalyst projects are grounded in real-life issues linking artists, teachers, and students to issues in their communities and in the world. This fall, ArtStarts is offering teachers around the greater Vancouver area the opportunity to explore art as a catalyst for social change. In recent weeks, ArtStarts in Schools has issued a call to teachers in Grades 5 to 12, across the Lower Mainland, who are interested in becoming part of Catalyst in the 2002–03 school year. For more information about this program, check out "A Safe Place to Take Risk: Artists and Students Exploring Social Justice" at www.artstarts.ca. To learn how to get involved, contact Marie Lopes, at ArtStarts in Schools, 888-878-7144 or marie@artstarts.com. The program will be expanding outside the Lower Mainland next year. Last year’s Catalyst projects were funded by ArtStarts in Schools, participating schools, and The Ed May Social Responsibility Fund through the BCTF.     Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141007,www.stlawrencemarket.com,http://www.stlawrencemarket.com/vendors/vendor_detail/56,St. Lawrence Market : Directory Individual Vendor FAQs About St. Lawrence Market History Directory MARKET MAP Carousel Bakery Take a Closer Look Owner:Robert & Maurice Biancolin Telephone Number: 416.363.4247/416.863.6764 Vendor Address: St. Lawrence Market, Upper Level 42 ›Find 42 on map Payment Methods: Cash only Description: Unique in the city! Carousel Bakery is known as the home of the award-winning "World Famous Peameal Bacon Sand­wich." The fabulous sandwich has been often imitated but never duplicated by many competitors. Carousel Bakery has been at the same location in the St. Lawrence Market for over 30 years. There are line ups at the counter every weekend as well as weekday lunch hours for this Toronto tradition. Even Celebrity Chefs Emeril Lagasse and Bobby Flay have returned for seconds! Where have you seen this famous peameal bacon sandwich featured? On television in England, Ireland, Japan, Germany, Israel and the United States (several occasions). In print within the pages of Food and Wine, Saveur, Cooking Light, American Institute of Wine and Food, Gambero Rosso (Italy), Conde Nast Traveler, Travel Holiday, Golf Digest, Redbook, New York Times (four occasions), New York Sun, Chicago Sun Times, Boston Herald, Washington Post, USA Today, La Nacion (Argentina), O Estaduo (Brazil); as well as Inflight magazines Northwest Traveler, Midwest and En Route; and the Economist and Financial Times City Guides. And locally: chosen by Toronto Life in their annual Eating and Drinking Guide (past 15 years) and in “100 tastes to try before you die” (December 2008 issue); numerous local television, newspapers and magazines — Toronto Living, Culture Shock, Toronto Star, Where, Canadian Living, and VIA Destinations. In addition to the peameal bacon, Carousel Bakery also offers a delicious selection of sandwiches and wraps — chicken and veal parmigiana, sausage, steak and vegetarian. There’s also an amazing selection of over 300 types of international breads, rolls, bagels (Montreal style), baguettes and pastries. Catering to the film industry, Carousel Bakery’s sandwiches have been on Toronto movie sets, such as Chicago, Cinderella Man, 16 Blocks and Fever Pitch. The list goes on! Owners Maurice and Robert offer catering services to many businesses, including law and financial firms; and food preparation demonstrations and tasting. Hours North / Farmer's Market: Saturdays from 5am - 3pm South Market: Tuesday - Thursday - 8am to 6pm Fridays - 8am to 7pm Saturday - 5am to 5pm Antiques Market: Sunday - dawn - 5pm FIND US Maps Parking Our Story History FAQs Privacy Policy Disclaimer Contact us 92- 95 Front St East Toronto, Ontario, M5E 1C3 (416) 392-7219 Shopping at the market Market Directory Market Map events at The market and community Events Schedule Communities what to see at the market & affiliates Market Gallery Antique Market Market Kitchen St. Lawrence Hall Walking Tours WHat's nearby? Festivals Doing business at the market Be a Market cart vendor Be a St. Lawrence Market tenant Be a St. Lawrence Market farmer Rental information St. Lawrence Hall North Market Market Kitchen SHARE   92 - 95 front st east - toronto, on canada - (416) 392-7219 All rights reserved / st. lawrence market 2011)
(20141008,thetyee.ca,http://thetyee.ca/Bios/Katie_Hyslop/,News, Articles & Commentary by Katie Hyslop | The Tyee About Advertise Follow Support RSS Topic Aboriginal Affairs BC Election 2013 BC Politics Education Energy Environment Federal Politics Film Food Gender + Sexuality Health Housing Labour + Industry Local Economy Media Municipal Politics Music Photo Essays Podcasts Politics Rights + Justice Science + Tech Transportation Travel Urban Planning + Architecture News Culture Opinion National MediaCheck Solutions Join Craving crack civic election coverage? Help fund it... Bios Katie Hyslop Katie Hyslop moved to Vancouver in September 2008 after graduating from Memorial University of Newfoundland and Labrador with a degree in student newspaper. To beef up her credentials, she studied journalism at the University of British Columbia, and now holds a graduate degree. With the exception of one summer shuffling between Toronto and her sister's couch in St. John's, she hasn't managed to muster up the desire to leave the west coast yet. When not writing about education and youth for The Tyee Solutions Society, Katie occupies her time writing about poverty and homelessness in British Columbia as news editor of Megaphone Magazine, Vancouver's street paper, or freelancing for other media outlets like OpenFile Vancouver, the CBC, and This Magazine, with the goal of making a living substantial enough to rent a place above ground again some day. Reporting Beat: Provincial education and youth initiatives The most important issue in BC today?: Financial inequality, because it encompasses so many problems, including child poverty, homelessness, lack of First Nations treaty agreements, sky-rocketing housing prices, and environmental concerns like the Encana Pipeline, just to name a few. Twitter: @kehyslop Stories by Katie Hyslop Can 'Cuisine' Make a Better School Lunch? French kids eat like adults, and learn about food in the classroom. Should ours? Second in a series. By Katie Hyslop, Today For Kids, the Meal Is the Message More and more educators see the need for food-literate youngsters. First in a new series. By Katie Hyslop, 6 Oct 2014 Strike Ends as Teachers Accept Contentious Contract Deal document show wages remain low, class size and composition unresolved. By Katie Hyslop, 19 Sep 2014 A Peek into BC's Proposed Teacher Deal More money, but it won't bring salaries or class sizes provincially on par. By Katie Hyslop, 17 Sep 2014 Iker and Clark on What Deal Means: A Study in Contrasts Agreement contains 'meaningful achievements' says BCTF union head. By Katie Hyslop, 17 Sep 2014 Premier Clark: Six-year Deal Will 'Reset' Relationship with Teachers Labour peace at last? Few details released, but no chance of tax increase or deficit, minister says. By Katie Hyslop, 16 Sep 2014 Teacher Deal Reached? Further details to come as mediator confirms agreement made this morning. By Katie Hyslop, 16 Sep 2014 Teachers Vote to End Strike If Government Agrees to Arbitration Once again, minister rejects proposal. By Katie Hyslop, 11 Sep 2014 Government Rejects Teacher Arbitration, Again Education minister calls proposal a 'ploy,' says only mediation will work. By Katie Hyslop, 9 Sep 2014 Teachers to Vote on Ending Strike for Arbitration Union hopes gov't will change course and accept its proposal. By Katie Hyslop, 8 Sep 2014 Not a Yes, Not a No: Education Minister Wary of Arbitration Fassbender wants to see teacher union's plan before deciding. By Katie Hyslop, 5 Sep 2014 Everything You Need to Know about This Round of Teacher Bargaining The story so far, at least in this chapter of a 10-year saga. By Katie Hyslop, 5 Sep 2014 Teachers Respond to Clark: We've Made Enough Concessions BCTF president addresses premier's press conference today. By Katie Hyslop, 3 Sep 2014 Premier Clark: Teachers Stand in the Way of a Deal Union must make more moves to get kids back into classroom, she says. By Katie Hyslop, 3 Sep 2014 School Looms, So Why's No One Bargaining? Both government and teachers' union refuse to say when they'll return to the table. By Katie Hyslop, 21 Aug 2014 Gov't Strike Website Part of $335,000 'Parent Information' Campaign Money comes from general advertising budget, ministry says. By Katie Hyslop, 20 Aug 2014 Gov't Website a 'Strong Arm' Tactic against Teachers: Labour Experts Intended to brief parents, critics say it only ups the bargaining pressure. By Katie Hyslop, 20 Aug 2014 Mediator Poised to Jump into Teacher Dispute With schools scheduled to reopen soon, Vince Ready is 'monitoring' the situation. By Katie Hyslop, 15 Aug 2014 How Is Teachers' Strike Affecting Poor BC Families? If school strike lasts into September, families and students could lose access to more than classes. By Katie Hyslop, 14 Aug 2014 Ideology, Not Money, Holds Back Teacher Contract: BC Cons Conservatives' ideas are based on shaky numbers, government retorts. By Katie Hyslop, 13 Aug 2014 Are Aboriginal Students Underfunded? Fraser Institute Says No Assembly of First Nations has its own math. There are, however, two points they agree on. By Katie Hyslop, 8 Aug 2014 Dissenting Teacher: 'We Have to Own Part of This' Still without a contract, one BC educator speaks out against union tactics. By Katie Hyslop, 7 Aug 2014 Colleges and Universities Finally Earn Back Carbon Cash Capital project funds don't equal millions paid in offsets, but they help. By Katie Hyslop, 26 Jul 2014 Do Parent Advocates Matter in Education Politics? Their kids are priority one. Shifts in parent-led education activism see mixed results. By Katie Hyslop, 17 Jul 2014 Teachers Tell Their Favourite Classroom Stories One man's quest to video BC educators' best memories (plus a few to watch). By Katie Hyslop, 16 Jul 2014 Who Says Teacher Bargaining Is Broken? We ask people who've seen bargaining up close if a faulty process is to blame. By Katie Hyslop, 10 Jul 2014 Summer School Cancellations Set back Cash-Strapped Districts Vancouver, Surrey lose hundreds of thousands as a result of axed programs. By Katie Hyslop, 4 Jul 2014 Vancouver joins growing list of districts cancelling summer school By Katie Hyslop, 2 Jul 2014 Silence on Teacher Contract Deadline Day Neither side will say what happens if a deal isn't reached by midnight. By Katie Hyslop, 30 Jun 2014 BC administrators want a negotiated teacher deal, too By Katie Hyslop, 27 Jun 2014 Updated: Without a Deal, Teachers Will Picket Summer Schools Union intends to extend strike if deal isn't reached by June 30. By Katie Hyslop and Emi Sasagawa, 25 Jun 2014 With Strike, Summer School's Fate Unknown Students may have to retake courses, putting some in a tough spot come September. By Katie Hyslop, 25 Jun 2014 Updated: As Strike Continues, Teacher Bargaining Facilitator Steps Aside Ministry yet to respond to union request for mediation. By Katie Hyslop, 20 Jun 2014 Over 1,000 BC Kids Wait on Adoption Changes New watchdog report includes six ideas to help kids find 'forever families.' By Katie Hyslop, 19 Jun 2014 Teacher Strike 'Imminent' as Sides Remain Far Apart Both parties bicker over who bargained harder, made better offer this weekend. By Katie Hyslop, 16 Jun 2014 Despite Teacher Strike Plans, Minister Still Hopeful for Deal 'Look at our actions: we want a negotiated settlement,' Fassbender says. By Katie Hyslop, 12 Jun 2014 Teachers Vote Overwhelmingly to Walk out on Classes 'Historic' turnout gives union power to pull out of talks, but both sides remain hopeful for a deal. By Katie Hyslop, 11 Jun 2014 Which MLAs Send Kids to Private Schools? We Asked But few want to talk about it. Only 19 responded to our simple question. By Katie Hyslop, 9 Jun 2014 Teachers Vow Full-scale Strike Vote Next Week Union says it can be avoided if gov't budges, but minister insists current offers are fair. By Katie Hyslop, 4 Jun 2014 Employer Wrong on Class Size, Composition: Ungerleider Graduation rates not linked to class size, former deputy education minister says. By Katie Hyslop, 4 Jun 2014 Are Teachers Clued in to What Their Union Demands? BC gov't negotiator claims they aren't. Tyee asks educators on strike today. By Katie Hyslop, 26 May 2014 Teachers, Employer Dispute 'Lockout' Terms Employer limits after-hours activity, punishes strikers with 10 per cent pay cut. By Katie Hyslop, 22 May 2014 Updated: Everything You Need to Know about BC Teacher Bargaining Past agreements may hint at where current talks are headed. With latest job action developments. By Katie Hyslop, 21 May 2014 Gov't Doles out Prizes, Punishments to Reach Teacher Deal Earn a signing bonus or see your pay docked, teachers told. By Katie Hyslop, 17 May 2014 Government Kills 10-Year Teacher Contract Idea Proposes six-year deal with signing bonus; union still wants class size, composition changes. By Katie Hyslop, 16 May 2014 Is French Immersion Creating a Two-Tiered System? One thing we know: enrolment processes can shut-out low-income kids. By Katie Hyslop, 15 May 2014 Employer's negotiator 'confrontational' at teacher bargaining session: union By Katie Hyslop, 14 May 2014 Enviro Ed 'Won't Be Taught' in New Curriculum, Teachers Say Educators keep pressure on ministry to rethink changes. By Katie Hyslop, 10 May 2014 Ombudsperson to Probe Oversight of Private College Regulator Mistakes made by now-dissolved agency to go under the microscope. By Katie Hyslop, 8 May 2014 Atleo Resignation Possible Game Changer for Aboriginal Education Major federal bill now faces fresh challenges. By Katie Hyslop, 2 May 2014 After $66 Million Spent on 'Talk,' Has BC Reworked Aboriginal Child Welfare? Ministry still offloads work to under-resourced agencies, says watchdog. By Katie Hyslop, 1 May 2014 Billing teachers necessary to prevent lengthy strike: Peter Cameron By Katie Hyslop, 30 Apr 2014 Employer to bill teachers for benefits if deal isn't reached By Katie Hyslop, 30 Apr 2014 Teachers fire back at employers' association By Katie Hyslop, 25 Apr 2014 Employers' association updates teacher compensation proposal By Katie Hyslop, 25 Apr 2014 Simon Fraser University Stopping the Slide to Mouldy Oldie School forced to fund costly building repairs on its own dime. By Katie Hyslop, 25 Apr 2014 What Does the Latest Teacher Job Action Mean? Classes stay the same. Some recesses cancelled. And communication about students will slow. By Katie Hyslop, 23 Apr 2014 In Hard Luck Houston, a Glimpse of Good News Last-minute gov't funding means aboriginal youth program will return in tough times. Last in a series. By Katie Hyslop, 21 Apr 2014 Newfoundlanders' Fortunes Found and Lost in BC Thirty years ago, BC mills beckoned with stable work -- as did the cod fishery of the east. Fourth in a series. By Katie Hyslop, 18 Apr 2014 UPDATED: Teachers begin 'administrative' job action Wednesday By Katie Hyslop, 17 Apr 2014 BC's Industry-led Private College Regulator Scrapped After a decade of criticism, agency is folded into gov't as result of core review. By Katie Hyslop, 17 Apr 2014 Ready or Not? More Mill Closures Coming to BC 'Government knew we were within the window of mill closures': former MLA. By Katie Hyslop, 17 Apr 2014 'We Dedicated Our Lives to this Mill' In Houston, sudden news of shutdown is crashing house values, and life plans. Second in a series. By Katie Hyslop, 16 Apr 2014 In One Small Town, a BC Story of Ups and Downs Welcome to Houston, where the mill is closing and lives and dreams hang in the balance. First in a series. By Katie Hyslop, 15 Apr 2014 When the Field Trip's Too Pricey, Students 'Self-Exclude' Why is the onus on kids to admit they're too poor to participate? By Katie Hyslop, 10 Apr 2014 Gov't Loans Saddling 'Most at Risk' Refugees with Debt Canadians 'should be ashamed' of charging government-assisted refugees for resettlement: Surrey councillor. By Katie Hyslop, 7 Apr 2014 Booming Vancouver student population puts adult ed centre at risk By Katie Hyslop, 2 Apr 2014 In Hard Luck Houston, Kids Lose Key Supports to Cope Funding woes leave struggling mill town's youth programs in limbo. By Katie Hyslop, 28 Mar 2014 With Disability Clawbacks, 'It's Panic All the Time' Rachel Goodine is only one single mom hurt by how BC handles social assistance and child support. By Katie Hyslop, 27 Mar 2014 Saanich district still hopeful about custom student data system's future By Katie Hyslop, 25 Mar 2014 Employer unprepared to bargain last week: teachers' union By Katie Hyslop, 17 Mar 2014 District Scraps Cheaper, Custom-Made Student Info System Several districts cry foul over ministry's claim that Saanich version doesn't meet standards. By Katie Hyslop, 17 Mar 2014 Government negotiator releases teacher 'bargaining facts' By Katie Hyslop, 7 Mar 2014 Teachers vote in favour of gradual strike action By Katie Hyslop, 6 Mar 2014 Government bargained in bad faith with teachers: ex-negotiator By Katie Hyslop, 6 Mar 2014 Corporate Fundraising Fuels School Trustee Concerns Funding from Chevron helped Surrey, but Vancouver district pushes back. By Katie Hyslop, 6 Mar 2014 Anti-bullying site quiet on homophobia: advocate By Katie Hyslop, 28 Feb 2014 No Easy Numbers for Single Mom Poverty BC figures show sharp fall in their median income. But variable data hides the real story. By Katie Hyslop, 28 Feb 2014 Cuts Threaten Kwantlen's English Classes for Immigrants University program helped buoy literacy rates among newcomers to Canada. By Katie Hyslop, 27 Feb 2014 Court grants government stay on teacher ruling By Katie Hyslop, 26 Feb 2014 Teachers hiding behind 'rhetoric': government negotiator By Katie Hyslop, 25 Feb 2014 Stalled negotiations driving teacher strike vote: union By Katie Hyslop, 25 Feb 2014 Government seeks delay to teacher bargaining changes By Katie Hyslop, 21 Feb 2014 Urban Aboriginal People 'Fight to Be at the Table' Vancouver meeting reveals frustration over gov't systems that privilege those living on reserve. By Katie Hyslop, 19 Feb 2014 Trustees want class size, composition fights settled at bargaining table By Katie Hyslop, 18 Feb 2014 'We Are All One People': Aboriginal Ed Without Borders Student exchanges open eyes to indigenous experience, both shared and contrasting. By Katie Hyslop, 7 Feb 2014 BC court rules in favour of teachers' union on Bill 22 By Katie Hyslop, 27 Jan 2014 SFU student unions start TransLink referendum campaign early By Katie Hyslop, 24 Jan 2014 Ministry Cuts Funds to Aboriginal Child Welfare Programs In wake of critical report, gov't says it's a move towards more direct service delivery. By Katie Hyslop, 23 Jan 2014 UBC study finds youth suicide reduced by anti-homophobia policies By Katie Hyslop, 20 Jan 2014 More youth unemployed, unskilled in BC: Eby By Katie Hyslop, 17 Jan 2014 Province seeks student feedback on anti-bullying strategy By Katie Hyslop, 17 Jan 2014 For International Students, 'Guidebook' Breaks Down Lower Mainland Life New monthly mag aims to help visitors become Vancouverites. By Katie Hyslop, 17 Jan 2014 A Fresh Fix for Unsafe Water on First Nations Reserves UBC students craft a blueprint for a healthy, reliable supply, collaboratively. By Katie Hyslop, 13 Jan 2014 New Curriculum Erases Enviro Ed, Says Science Teacher Lenny Ross fears changes to what BC kids learn will be anything but green. By Katie Hyslop, 10 Jan 2014 Much to Teach, Too Seldom Heard Georges Sioui (re)wrote the book on First Nations. Now he waits for Canada to notice their contribution. Part of a series. By Katie Hyslop, 26 Dec 2013 Three Unexpectedly Brilliant Holiday Specials We all know the classics but these warm a special place in our hearts. What have we missed? By Geoff D'Auria, Katie Hyslop and Jackie Wong, 24 Dec 2013 Banding Together to Help Boys into Manhood Vancouver 'Young Men's' school group resists gendered pressures through mentorship. By Katie Hyslop, 20 Dec 2013 Feds Impose New Marriage Property Law on Reserves Though First Nations have one year to create their own, which some critics say isn't enough time. By Katie Hyslop, 19 Dec 2013 Evangelical Christian university gets preliminary approval for law school By Katie Hyslop, 16 Dec 2013 Independent school lobbying behind call to close schools: Bacchus By Katie Hyslop, 10 Dec 2013 Criticism of Vancouver School Board shows 'lack of awareness': board chair By Katie Hyslop, 10 Dec 2013 Sole elected COPE representative switches to Vision Vancouver By Katie Hyslop, 9 Dec 2013 Exempt schools from hydro hike: BC trustees By Katie Hyslop, 5 Dec 2013 Educators react to BC minister's CBC interview By Katie Hyslop, 4 Dec 2013 The Province Run By Proud Mom Premier Is Failing Single Moms Their poverty rose dramatically in first year of Clark's 'families first' agenda, report finds. By Katie Hyslop, 26 Nov 2013 BC single moms the poorest of them all By Katie Hyslop, 26 Nov 2013 Indigenous Post-Secondary, North of 60 Style A reporter's 'unsettling' journey at Dechinta, a First Nations-centred university. Last in a series. By Katie Hyslop, 22 Nov 2013 Reboot at First Nations University Another shot at a thriving indigenous post-secondary school in Canada. Third in a series. By Katie Hyslop, 21 Nov 2013 'I Think It's Time We Were Educated' Kwantlen University aims to heal rifts between academia and local aboriginal groups. Part of a series. By Katie Hyslop, 20 Nov 2013 How First Nations Guardians Defend BC's Fragile Coast With cuts to conservation protection, Aboriginal stewards step forth, on their own terms. First in a new series. By Katie Hyslop, 19 Nov 2013 Government 'provoked' teachers to strike in 2012: union lawyer By Katie Hyslop, 18 Nov 2013 Tech ed part of 10-year skills plan: jobs ministry By Katie Hyslop, 12 Nov 2013 Feds Poke Nose in BC High School Trades Classes Union leader argues that while the province underfunds tech ed, higher-ups are watching closely. By Katie Hyslop, 9 Nov 2013 New curriculum offers flexibility to increase Asian education: ministry By Katie Hyslop, 8 Nov 2013 Tens of Millions of Aboriginal Child Welfare Dollars Spent on Talk: Watchdog Ministry counters that changes to a more 'service'-oriented system are already underway. By Katie Hyslop, 7 Nov 2013 Teachers' union has concerns with new student info system By Katie Hyslop, 6 Nov 2013 BC spent over $66m talking about, not helping, aboriginal kids: watchdog By Katie Hyslop, 6 Nov 2013 Education ministry to replace beleaguered student data system By Katie Hyslop, 5 Nov 2013 Canadians Unprepared for Asia's Rise New report finds lack of education, skills needed to work with growing superpowers. By Katie Hyslop, 5 Nov 2013 Sparking Courageous Talk on Race and Culture in School Vancouver board's anti-racism mentor on how to better reflect BC's diversifying student body. By Katie Hyslop, 1 Nov 2013 Feds say improving First Nations education 'requires more than money' By Katie Hyslop, 29 Oct 2013 March draws attention to rape culture on UBC campus By Katie Hyslop, 25 Oct 2013 Steering committee will 'do everything we can' to prevent First Nations education bill By Katie Hyslop, 25 Oct 2013 UBC faculty's responses to racist first-year chants 'good starts': prof By Katie Hyslop, 21 Oct 2013 BC post-secondary accreditation changes delayed, not dead: ministry By Katie Hyslop, 17 Oct 2013 Do Standardized Tests Measure Up? Teachers' union says nope; government sticks by 'em. Now, a public forum takes on controversial FSAs. By Katie Hyslop, 2 Oct 2013 UPDATED: Report calls for school credit for English language learner classes By Katie Hyslop, 1 Oct 2013 BC child and youth watchdog's mandate expands to include disabled young adults By Katie Hyslop, 30 Sep 2013 UPDATED: Almost 30 per cent of BC residents know a kid who's not in school: poll By Katie Hyslop, 25 Sep 2013 CUPE BC deal puts labour focus back on teachers By Katie Hyslop, 20 Sep 2013 Ministry working on inter-provincial child welfare changes: Cadieux By Katie Hyslop, 17 Sep 2013 BC, Saskatchewan agencies 'failed' First Nations toddler: report By Katie Hyslop, 17 Sep 2013 Hey Teach, What's Reconciliation? Skip class, rewrite curriculum, build a world-class research centre. How Lower Mainland schools will mark the TRC hearings. By Katie Hyslop, 17 Sep 2013 SFU gives prestigious award for community achievement to reconciliation ambassador By Katie Hyslop, 12 Sep 2013 Simon Fraser University Is Falling Down Students at SFU's Burnaby campus sound alarm on dangerous maintenance issues. By Katie Hyslop, 30 Aug 2013 Education Minister Fassbender 'excited' about new school year By Katie Hyslop, 28 Aug 2013 CUPE's Back-to-School Strike Averted, For Now But the union that represents secretaries, bus drivers, remains on job action alert should talks break down again. By Katie Hyslop, 28 Aug 2013 'They All Astounded Me': Stories of Growing Up Indigenous Two new books highlight powerful experiences of young first peoples. By Katie Hyslop, 16 Aug 2013 What Michael Marchbank Means for Teacher Bargaining Appointment of new negotiator met with alarm, but it appears trustees will still sit at the table. By Katie Hyslop, 2 Aug 2013 BCTF didn't ask for BCPSEA board dismissal: Hansman By Katie Hyslop, 1 Aug 2013 BC Plan for Post-Secondary Accreditation Reform Falls Flat Critics say government's framework for better quality control misses the academic boat. By Katie Hyslop, 1 Aug 2013 For First Nations, Great Jobs in a Controversial Industry One organization's success teaching Aboriginal people mining skills isn't without complications. By Katie Hyslop, 26 Jul 2013 BC First Nations groups disappointed with federal education 'blueprint' By Katie Hyslop, 17 Jul 2013 Government, BCPSEA react to school support workers strike vote By Katie Hyslop, 12 Jul 2013 An Aspiration to Overcome Racism UBC's Linc Kesler believes studying indigenous cultures is good for us all. Part of a series. By Katie Hyslop, 11 Jul 2013 CUPE support staff willing to restart bargaining over summer By Katie Hyslop, 10 Jul 2013 Trustees join proposed BC teacher bargaining table By Katie Hyslop, 5 Jul 2013 BC ties Manitoba for highest child poverty By Katie Hyslop, 5 Jul 2013 Government seeks new deputy education minister By Katie Hyslop, 4 Jul 2013 Put Aboriginal People at the Top of Education Appointing them to post-secondary boards shows participation matters, Sophie Pierre says. Part of a series. By Katie Hyslop, 3 Jul 2013 Master of the Fisheries Rather than earn a PhD, Megan Moody put her smarts to work for her First Nations community. By Katie Hyslop, 1 Jul 2013 Half of BC teachers vote against bargaining delay By Katie Hyslop, 28 Jun 2013 'You're Going to Do Your PhD' For Karen Hall, disconnected daughter of a Dene healer, an Aboriginal academic mentor was life-changing. Second in a series. By Katie Hyslop, 27 Jun 2013 Reflections on 15 Years Covering BC's School Wars A candid talk with Janet Steffenhagen, the Sun's recently-departed education reporter. By Katie Hyslop, 26 Jun 2013 Updated: Teacher bargaining paused five days before contracts expire By Katie Hyslop, 25 Jun 2013 Leading the Way for First Nations Learners National Chief Shawn Atleo on his drive to improve opportunities for aboriginal people in Canada. First in an occasional series. By Katie Hyslop, 24 Jun 2013 High child poverty rates on reserve best fixed under First Nations' jurisdiction: leader By Katie Hyslop, 19 Jun 2013 An 'Inspiring' Summer Camp for Aboriginal Scholars How a special UBC program supports the next generation of physicists, foresters, nurses and more. By Katie Hyslop, 14 Jun 2013 Unaffordability, not indie schools, to blame for declining VSB enrolment By Katie Hyslop, 11 Jun 2013 MLAs Fassbender, Virk given education portfolios By Katie Hyslop, 7 Jun 2013 City of Abbotsford admits dumping chicken manure on homeless camp By Katie Hyslop, 5 Jun 2013 BC indigeneous post-secondary institutes in 'dire straits' after funding changes By Katie Hyslop, 5 Jun 2013 Less Help for Special Needs Students after Secondary Diploma Frustrated activist and mother sees few post-secondary options for students like her autistic son. By Katie Hyslop, 29 May 2013 Updated: BCPSEA says 10-year teachers' deal 'difficult to pull off' By Katie Hyslop, 24 May 2013 Updated: Media tells BCTF of government's plans for 10 year deal by June By Katie Hyslop, 24 May 2013 VSB issues first lays off notices ever for adult ed teachers By Katie Hyslop, 24 May 2013 UBC breaks record for aboriginal graduates By Katie Hyslop, 24 May 2013 David Eby finally admits he beat Premier Clark in Point Grey By Katie Hyslop, 15 May 2013 NDP's Eby says Point Grey too close to call By Katie Hyslop, 14 May 2013 Cautious optimism from David Eby's campaign HQ By Katie Hyslop, 14 May 2013 INFOGRAPHIC: Vancouver school board shows $47m cut in education funds By Katie Hyslop, 8 May 2013 Whatever Happened to These Education Plans for BC? Government rolled out four initiatives with fanfare, so where did they go? By Katie Hyslop, 6 May 2013 Living wage increases, but parties avoid wage promises By Katie Hyslop, 2 May 2013 A 'New Era' in BC Education, Explained Today's history lesson: 12 years of BC Liberal legislation on the school file. By Katie Hyslop, 1 May 2013 BC Gov't Made First Nations Deals for Votes: Grand Chief Phillip Okanagan First Nations chair accuses BC Liberals of courting FN votes by pushing through land, revenue agreements. By Katie Hyslop, 25 Apr 2013 School districts facing nearly $63m in new costs By Katie Hyslop, 23 Apr 2013 School Boards Stuck with $63 Million in New Costs: Analyst Funding frozen, ed ministry quietly downloads burden says CUPE researcher. By Katie Hyslop, 22 Apr 2013 Liberal platform mentions NDP more than First Nations By Katie Hyslop, 22 Apr 2013 Independent MLA Simpson slams NDP education plan By Katie Hyslop, 19 Apr 2013 'We Challenge All of You to Be Dangerous, Be Educated' UBC event celebrates Indigenous achievements in arts, education. By Katie Hyslop, 15 Apr 2013 UPDATED: Teachers' union taking government back to court By Katie Hyslop, 12 Apr 2013 Crime act must be amended to consider aboriginal issues: report By Katie Hyslop, 28 Mar 2013 MCFD redesign includes better planning for kids: minister By Katie Hyslop, 26 Mar 2013 Watchdog audit shows plan for kids in government care an 'afterthought' By Katie Hyslop, 26 Mar 2013 Debate over sexist Clark coverage ramps up By Katie Hyslop, 22 Mar 2013 Is Media Coverage of Premier Clark Sexist? Or is it fair comment? Reporters, politicians and academics weigh in. By Katie Hyslop, 22 Mar 2013 Teachers call on BCTF to endorse NDP By Katie Hyslop, 15 Mar 2013 First Nations education legislation threatens BC education agreement: UBCIC By Katie Hyslop, 14 Mar 2013 Literacy Bumbled among Three Ministries: SFU Prof Cuts to literacy and adult ed programs show a system 'uncoordinated', says scholar. By Katie Hyslop, 8 Mar 2013 Future of Downtown Eastside: Inside the Planning Process Final stretch for Vancouver effort to craft vision with anti-poverty activists, businesses and others. By Katie Hyslop, 7 Mar 2013 Tweets reveal who BC politicos really love By Katie Hyslop, 27 Feb 2013 Stress Is Killing Gender Equality in Canada Pressures on many women at home and work near breaking point: researchers. By Katie Hyslop, 26 Feb 2013 Living wage will cost SFU less than 0.1 per cent of budget: report By Katie Hyslop, 21 Feb 2013 Budget 2013 'not very good for young people': advocates By Katie Hyslop, 19 Feb 2013 Hertzman's Work for Children Will Carry Forward How BC researchers are continuing groundbreaking early childhood development investigations. By Katie Hyslop, 18 Feb 2013 P.I.E. wants to represent kids, community in BC education By Katie Hyslop, 15 Feb 2013 Majority of SFU contract workers make below living wage: study By Katie Hyslop, 8 Feb 2013 MCFD approval of child restraint, confinement 'inconceivable': child and youth rep By Katie Hyslop, 7 Feb 2013 Controversial FSA Tests: How Are Results Used? Critics wonder why data from the exams aren't better employed to improve schooling. By Katie Hyslop, 1 Feb 2013 COPE asks VSB to 're-vision' Inner City Project By Katie Hyslop, 28 Jan 2013 Province's Plan for Teacher Bargaining Peace 'Irrelevant': Union Government's proposed 10-year agreement includes four main elements to end the acrimony. By Katie Hyslop, 25 Jan 2013 Premier Clark unveils framework for peace with teachers By Katie Hyslop, 24 Jan 2013 Province gives $113m to new Emily Carr campus By Katie Hyslop, 23 Jan 2013 UBC ensures pay equity with raise for female profs By Katie Hyslop, 21 Jan 2013 Three more BC companies adopt living wage policy By Katie Hyslop, 18 Jan 2013 What Would BC's Parties Do for Kids? Advocates challenge May 2013's contenders on affordable childcare, school funds, poverty, and more. By Katie Hyslop, 15 Jan 2013 Idea #4: Teach Teachers How to Be Advocates Done delicately, it's critical for students needs, says UBC's dean of education. Fourth in a series. By Katie Hyslop, 24 Dec 2012 UN Child Rights Rep to Canada: What's Taking You So Long? Visitor prods officials to make good on decade-old recommendations. By Katie Hyslop, 8 Dec 2012 Treat Us as Equals, BC's Community Social Service Workers Say Roving job action not enough to bring employers, employees together over wage and benefit disparities. By Katie Hyslop, 5 Dec 2012 Who Takes Care of 'Youth Caregivers'? Study reveals surprising number of Vancouver's young look after family members, some alone and with few supports. By Katie Hyslop, 4 Dec 2012 'Chatter High' Turns Student Life Planning into Money Making Game Quiz site used in 18 BC districts raises questions about advertising in schools. By Katie Hyslop, 3 Dec 2012 Reports on suicide pact get it wrong: VSB Chair Bacchus By Katie Hyslop, 28 Nov 2012 Aboriginal organization blames suicide pact on 'apartheid' service delivery By Katie Hyslop, 27 Nov 2012 Great Schools Project seeks public input on assessment ideas By Katie Hyslop, 23 Nov 2012 Paul Martin supports Aboriginal youth entrepreneurs in Vancouver By Katie Hyslop, 22 Nov 2012 Enough with Child Poverty 'Band-aids': BC Teachers' Union While some teachers decry 'just incredible poverty,' the province says its policies are already reducing the rates. By Katie Hyslop, 21 Nov 2012 BC child and youth watchdog criticizes unstable child services By Katie Hyslop, 15 Nov 2012 How Safe Is Student Data in the Digital Age? In the Delta School District, two privacy breaches revealing sensitive information last month raise questions. By Katie Hyslop, 15 Nov 2012 BC Education Ministry seeks public input on grad requirements By Katie Hyslop, 14 Nov 2012 Teacher Decries Pension Plan's 'Unethical' Investments B.C. educator says independently-managed plan's associations with tobacco, energy companies doesn't put money where morals are. By Katie Hyslop, 13 Nov 2012 Vancouver conference questions corporate donations for schools By Katie Hyslop, 2 Nov 2012 Students upset about class with over 50 kids By Katie Hyslop, 26 Oct 2012 To Soothe Distracted Students, BC Schools Try 'Self-regulation' Program helps hyperactive minds relax, but proponents warn it can't fix every learning problem. By Katie Hyslop, 25 Oct 2012 Gov't Announces Plans for Labour Peace with Teachers Teachers' union welcoming but wary of six-week consultation plan to improve negotiations, relations. By Katie Hyslop, 18 Oct 2012 Gulf Islands Superintendent Plans to Open His Own Private School Jeff Hopkins steps down to start a Victoria independent school he hopes will spur changes in BC's public system. By Katie Hyslop, 15 Oct 2012 Government put BCTF on scholarship committee without asking: Lambert By Katie Hyslop, 5 Oct 2012 BC Education Plan Linked to Private Corporations Partnership between education ministry and not-for-profit with billionaire partners raises concerns. By Katie Hyslop, 5 Oct 2012 Government contradicts First Nations ed underfunding claims By Katie Hyslop, 2 Oct 2012 Updated: BCTF says education funding below national average By Katie Hyslop, 1 Oct 2012 Joint UBC-Langara program aimed at aboriginal students By Katie Hyslop, 27 Sep 2012 UBC approves plans for affordable housing for faculty, staff By Katie Hyslop, 26 Sep 2012 School boards can keep older students in high school: VSB memo By Katie Hyslop, 25 Sep 2012 Vancouver considers keeping older students in high school system By Katie Hyslop, 19 Sep 2012 What Will Minister Cadieux Do for BC Kids in Care? The fifth minister for children and family dev't in six years is taking on a ministry 'in crisis'. By Katie Hyslop, 19 Sep 2012 Controversy at UBC over New 'Access to Justice' Teacher: Geoff Plant After slashing legal aid, former attorney general Plant will teach law students about providing it. By Katie Hyslop, 13 Sep 2012 What Life Without a Living Wage Looks Like Two Vancouver events examine the working poor's experience in the 'livable' city. By Katie Hyslop, 12 Sep 2012 Raising the Grade on What BC Kids Learn About Aboriginal People When it comes to our first peoples, Canadians are pretty ignorant. Critics say school is a prime place to fix that. By Katie Hyslop, 10 Sep 2012 BC's Push for More Foreign Students Full of Risks Say Critics Teachers, students wary of an international student strategy without more cash, space or faculty. By Katie Hyslop, 7 Sep 2012 BCTF hopeful about former teacher as Education Minister By Katie Hyslop, 5 Sep 2012 Does the Tutor 'Advantage' Really Add Up? One of three parents send their kids to private tutors. Are they buying the educational edge they think they are? By Katie Hyslop, 4 Sep 2012 Abbott, McNeil, and Les make mass exodus from Liberals By Katie Hyslop, 30 Aug 2012 George Abbott's future undecided By Katie Hyslop, 28 Aug 2012 Finishing the Fight on Poverty A record decline in single-parent poverty may be stalled. How to rescue the remaining poor? By Katie Hyslop, 27 Aug 2012 Vancouver lights up with 'greenest fleet' boast By Katie Hyslop, 15 Aug 2012 How Much Is One Killer Airplane Worth? The $475 million price of one F-35 could buy a lot of social good. What would you have government spend it on? By Katie Hyslop, 13 Aug 2012 Vancouver's rental housing plan not affordable: Renters' Union By Katie Hyslop, 10 Aug 2012 City offers land for innovative affordable rental units By Katie Hyslop, 9 Aug 2012 Should We Ban Moveable Soccer Goals? A recent tragedy raises questions about soccer net safety in Canada. Is the solution inflatable? By Katie Hyslop, 9 Aug 2012 First Call critiques 'alleged' BC poverty strategy By Katie Hyslop, 1 Aug 2012 City wants citizens to enlist in Vancouver Volunteer Corps By Katie Hyslop, 1 Aug 2012 Surrey rolls out new cycling plan By Katie Hyslop, 25 Jul 2012 Bias Against Abused Mothers in Child Custody Cases: Report New study finds systemic problems in parental capacity assessments discriminate against women. By Katie Hyslop, 24 Jul 2012 Glitch Filled Systems Put Aboriginal Kids at Risk Child welfare workers hampered by BC's three overlapping, error-prone case tracking processes. By Katie Hyslop, 23 Jul 2012 UNBC support workers in favour of strike By Katie Hyslop, 3 Jul 2012 What's Missing in BC's Trades Training A lot is riding on eager young apprentices like Tala Small Wolf. Is she getting the support she needs? By Katie Hyslop, 3 Jul 2012 BC's Job Trainers in Trouble As demand for skilled tradespeople grows, so does pressure on the Industry Training Authority to fill the gap. First of two. By Katie Hyslop, 2 Jul 2012 Long-Awaited Agreement No End to Teacher and Gov't Tension Both will make a pit stop in court on the rocky road to respectful negotiations. By Katie Hyslop, 28 Jun 2012 BCTF, government reach tentative bargaining deal By Katie Hyslop, 27 Jun 2012 Investing $20 Million in First Nations' Futures Aboriginal community, government announce strategy, funding for indigenous post-secondary education. By Katie Hyslop, 22 Jun 2012 VSB holding public forum on adult ed cuts By Katie Hyslop, 20 Jun 2012 BCTF takes government back to court over Bills 27/28 By Katie Hyslop, 19 Jun 2012 BC drops in child poverty, up in overall poverty By Katie Hyslop, 18 Jun 2012 Teachers, employers declare LRB ruling a victory By Katie Hyslop, 15 Jun 2012 Developer loses bid to buy DTES hotels By Katie Hyslop, 13 Jun 2012 Province's first Superintendent of Aboriginal Achievement appointed By Katie Hyslop, 11 Jun 2012 Ministry responds to Adult Ed concerns, restores some courses By Katie Hyslop, 11 Jun 2012 Premier Clark Confronts School Bullies New BC-wide anti-bully strategy vague, avoids homophobia, say critics. But it has potential. By Katie Hyslop, 2 Jun 2012 BCTF supports Cowichan Valley 'restoration' budget By Katie Hyslop, 31 May 2012 New Price Tag on Adult Ed Success Province to charge for courses immigrants, other late graduates, say are key to getting ahead. By Katie Hyslop, 28 May 2012 Hundreds at Vancouver rally to support Quebec students By Katie Hyslop, 22 May 2012 Queer and trans experience of poverty unknown in BC By Katie Hyslop, 16 May 2012 COPE calls for MLA meeting on adult education By Katie Hyslop, 16 May 2012 North Island College Cutting Down on Face Time Two satellite campuses shut down in rural BC in favour of online learning. By Katie Hyslop, 16 May 2012 Should We Subsidize Work? Government wage top-ups could spell the end of the working poor. Last in a series on anti-poverty policy ideas. By Katie Hyslop, 16 May 2012 What About Just Guaranteeing Everyone a Basic Income? Doing so for all Canadians could almost erase poverty, or dry up labour sources, depending on whom you ask. By Katie Hyslop, 15 May 2012 Is the 'Living Wage' Enough? Fair wages bring equality to workers. But what is fair? And what about people who can't work? First in a Tyee Solutions Society series on tackling poverty. By Katie Hyslop, 14 May 2012 Meet BC's 'Changemakers' of Aboriginal Learning Seven winners of education awards showcase their innovative initiatives on the national stage. By Katie Hyslop, 9 May 2012 Eat for Education Equality Tonight Inner-city schools don't have deep fundraising pockets. Local restaurants to the rescue! By Katie Hyslop, 2 May 2012 BC Launches Hyper-local Poverty Strategies Minister says plan avoids cookie cutter approach, advocates say it avoids making real change. By Katie Hyslop, 30 Apr 2012 BCTF responds to School Act, union expulsions By Katie Hyslop, 27 Apr 2012 Ministry announces changes to School Act By Katie Hyslop, 26 Apr 2012 UBC Indigenous reporting class tackles Aboriginal health By Katie Hyslop, 23 Apr 2012 BC Teachers Ready for Another Round Despite losses at Labour Relations, the BCTF lays out its action plan to continue battle until next spring. By Katie Hyslop, 21 Apr 2012 BCTF win one, lose one in contract dispute By Katie Hyslop, 20 Apr 2012 Taking on the Feds for Aboriginal Equality Cindy Blackstock is a tireless advocate for parity on and off reserve. Feds fight her in court, and spy on her. By Katie Hyslop, 20 Apr 2012 Should Teachers Be Trustees, Too? New Westminster parents' council wants teacher trustees to stay out of classrooms or stay off school boards. By Katie Hyslop, 11 Apr 2012 Groups boycott Missing Women's Inquiry's second phase By Katie Hyslop, 10 Apr 2012 Education Ministry adds strike savings to learning fund By Katie Hyslop, 2 Apr 2012 Teacher Contract Mediator Gave to Liberals Charles Jago says $1,000 in two payments was to play golf. BCTF charges bias. By Katie Hyslop and Andrew MacLeod, 29 Mar 2012 Government appoints mediator for teacher negotiations By Katie Hyslop, 28 Mar 2012 Vancouver School Board doesn't like Bill 22 By Katie Hyslop, 27 Mar 2012 How to Fix Teacher Bargaining? Ideas from Past BCTF Heads Years of failed negotiations offer government solutions, say former union leaders. By Katie Hyslop, 26 Mar 2012 BCTF announces action plan against Bill 22 By Katie Hyslop, 21 Mar 2012 Susan Lambert wins election, stays BCTF president By Katie Hyslop, 20 Mar 2012 SRO residents put in packed shelter for police investigation (UPDATED) By Katie Hyslop, 19 Mar 2012 UPDATED: Education Ministry 'botched' teacher council elections: BCTF By Katie Hyslop, 16 Mar 2012 Teachers still hoping for independent mediator By Katie Hyslop, 15 Mar 2012 Adult Education Feels the Pinch Cuts to mature student programs show it's not just B.C.'s kids affected by the squeeze. By Katie Hyslop, 14 Mar 2012 Ministry announces ed funding, predicts Bill 22 pass this week By Katie Hyslop, 12 Mar 2012 Teachers delay job action vote By Katie Hyslop, 8 Mar 2012 Teachers bring rally to Vancouver Art Gallery By Katie Hyslop, 7 Mar 2012 School Dispute: Just the Facts, Please Ministry of Education and teachers' union debate whose facts are more factual. By Katie Hyslop, 6 Mar 2012 Missing Women's Commission avoiding lack of Aboriginal representation: lawyer By Katie Hyslop, 6 Mar 2012 Aboriginal representative withdraws from Missing Women's Inquiry By Katie Hyslop, 5 Mar 2012 BC Students: 'We Have a Voice' Thousands of those most affected rallied to decry class sizes, support teachers, and show they're paying attention. By Katie Hyslop and Andrew MacLeod, 3 Mar 2012 Thousands of BC students commit to walking out tomorrow By Katie Hyslop, 1 Mar 2012 Teachers walking out Monday By Katie Hyslop, 1 Mar 2012 Teachers vote for walkout By Katie Hyslop, 1 Mar 2012 Abbott engages frustrated teachers on Twitter By Katie Hyslop, 29 Feb 2012 Anti-Strike Legislation 'More Political Games': Dix After walkouts OK'd by Labour Relations, BC Libs move to outlaw teachers strike, allow some mediation. By Katie Hyslop and Andrew MacLeod, 29 Feb 2012 Labour Relations Board OKs limited teacher walkout By Katie Hyslop, 28 Feb 2012 Rising Call to Change Way We Bargain with Teachers Critics say 17 years of negotiation failures means government has to change tactics to work with teachers. By Katie Hyslop, 28 Feb 2012 Protest against Vic Toews in Richmond today By Katie Hyslop, 22 Feb 2012 BCTF decries 'second decade of cuts in BC schools' By Katie Hyslop, 21 Feb 2012 Alberta's Leap Ahead in Disability Payments Overstated: BC Ministry It's not true that BC families on disability make less than single disabled Albertans. But 'huge' gap separates two provinces, insist advocates. By Katie Hyslop, 17 Feb 2012 Jump in Alberta Disability Benefits Leaves BC Far Behind Family of six on disability here now makes less than a single disabled Albertan. By Katie Hyslop, 15 Feb 2012 Abbott blames teachers' union, hints at legislation By Katie Hyslop, 10 Feb 2012 UBC profs say Aboriginal oral history misunderstood By Katie Hyslop, 6 Feb 2012 BC Child Care Advocates in Geneva to Complain to UN Will argue today Canada is failing to meet obligations under Rights of the Child convention. By Katie Hyslop, 6 Feb 2012 Youth advocates launch BC child labour study By Katie Hyslop, 1 Feb 2012 Overhaul BC's Private College Regulator: Critics Students at traditional medicine college surprised to learn they can't practice, but school denies wrongdoing. By Katie Hyslop, 1 Feb 2012 A Tour of Duty in BC's Poverty 'War Zone' MLA Jagrup Brar's welfare month reveals program's serious failings, but gov't continues to stall. By Katie Hyslop, 31 Jan 2012 Funding Boost for BC First Nations Schools Called 'Huge' New agreement puts funding on par with public schools, but questions of jurisdiction remain. By Katie Hyslop, 27 Jan 2012 New funding partnership for First Nations schools 'significant': FNESC By Katie Hyslop, 27 Jan 2012 'Both Sides Have to Move' Says Teachers' Union, Trimming Demands New offer would cost $300 million more next year. Province sticks to 'net zero.' By Katie Hyslop, 18 Jan 2012 BCTF tables salary demands, drops other proposals By Katie Hyslop, 17 Jan 2012 Idea #7: 'Place-based' Plans to Conquer Child Poverty With a neighbourhood-sized social safety net, low-income families could thrive. By Katie Hyslop, 27 Dec 2011 CUPE, BCTF, and employer disagree over support worker deal By Katie Hyslop, 16 Dec 2011 Ministry of Education announces new funding formula By Katie Hyslop, 9 Dec 2011 Poetry's Power to Connect Young to Old What happens when a First Nations kid asks an elder 10 questions and writes a poem? A lot. By Katie Hyslop, 9 Dec 2011 Teachers to rally at Clark's Constituency office today By Katie Hyslop, 5 Dec 2011 Protestors occupy Vancouver condo construction site By Katie Hyslop, 29 Nov 2011 Government calls off negotiations on Bills 27/28: BCTF By Katie Hyslop, 28 Nov 2011 Moms protest end of nurse home visits By Katie Hyslop, 25 Nov 2011 Schools of the Future, Today Inside BC classrooms where every student has a laptop or iPad, and the learning is 'child-centred.' By Katie Hyslop, 15 Nov 2011 A Final Warning from Canada's Watchdog on Schools Defunded and soon to close, the Canadian Council on Learning sees nation falling behind on many fronts. By Katie Hyslop, 9 Nov 2011 Will 'Living Wage' Prove a Winner this Election? New West councillor faces opposition for pioneering 'moral' policy as other BC candidates weigh pros and cons. By Katie Hyslop, 7 Nov 2011 New school funds good, not enough: McNally By Katie Hyslop, 31 Oct 2011 Tune-Up Tech Education in BC: Teachers New report says proper trades training requires more funding, improved equipment and smaller class sizes. By Katie Hyslop, 27 Oct 2011 Reactions to Teacher Act mixed By Katie Hyslop, 26 Oct 2011 Facing Challenges: Young Newcomers to BC Conference on needs of immigrant and refugee youth shines spotlight on barriers, holes in the system. By Katie Hyslop, 17 Oct 2011 Court refuses to clarify Bills 27 and 28 ruling By Katie Hyslop, 12 Oct 2011 A World of First Nations, Learning Outside BC, how other indigenous people, and other jurisdictions, are building a record of academic success. Last in a series. By Katie Hyslop, 12 Oct 2011 Giving Aboriginal Students Words of Their Own More than a village, it takes a living language to educate a child. Aboriginal educators say BC's government is letting endangered tongues die. Latest in a series on successful First Nations education. By Katie Hyslop, 11 Oct 2011 Special Needs Education? Name Your Price Teachers, government, and parent advocates at odds over how far funding must rise to serve special needs students. By Katie Hyslop, 7 Oct 2011 Teachers' union doubts government's bargaining abilities By Katie Hyslop, 5 Oct 2011 BCTF rejects government funding offer By Katie Hyslop, 4 Oct 2011 UBCM rejects for-profit health moratorium By Katie Hyslop, 30 Sep 2011 Government holds fast against provincial anti-poverty plan By Katie Hyslop, 29 Sep 2011 UBCM to vote on for-profit healthcare moratorium By Katie Hyslop, 29 Sep 2011 De Jong emphasizes personal responsibility for health By Katie Hyslop, 29 Sep 2011 What's a Fair Wage for Teachers? 'Hard-working teachers are underpaid' in BC, says professor who led study. How best to fix that? By Katie Hyslop, 26 Sep 2011 No order for districts to cancel early dismissals: BCPSEA By Katie Hyslop, 23 Sep 2011 Vancouver planning year-round school program By Katie Hyslop, 22 Sep 2011 Teachers and government declare victory over provincial-local split By Katie Hyslop, 19 Sep 2011 Amidst the Big City, an Aboriginal Public School? Vancouver's school board sees potential in a school designed from curriculum up to appeal to urban First Nations youth. Fourth in a series. By Katie Hyslop, 14 Sep 2011 Welcome to Haida High With a majority Aboriginal population, the Haida Gwaii school district is using their language, heritage and culture to reach and teach their students. Third in a series. By Katie Hyslop, 13 Sep 2011 'Most Teachers Don't Know Who First Nations Are' We all pay when Aboriginal kids aren't given their best chance to learn. Second in a series. By Katie Hyslop, 7 Sep 2011 How Chief Atahm Elementary School Became a Success Story 'Develop wisdom, honour the spiritual.' Those principles guide a unique learning approach breaking through low expectations for First Nations achievement. First in a series. By Katie Hyslop, 6 Sep 2011 New UBC course takes on representation of Aboriginals in media By Katie Hyslop, 1 Sep 2011 Feds leave slaughterhouse inspections to B.C. By Katie Hyslop, 10 Aug 2011 Special needs taken care of during job action: BCTF By Katie Hyslop, 8 Jul 2011 MOU on Aboriginal youth education in B.C. signed By Katie Hyslop, 8 Jul 2011 The Province cartoon compares teachers to Hitler By Katie Hyslop, 6 Jul 2011 BC Teachers' Strike Adds Twist to Possible Fall Election Teachers want more pay and funding; government hopes for quick settlement; NDP 'in a tough spot'. By Katie Hyslop, 29 Jun 2011 BC Teachers vote for job action By Katie Hyslop, 29 Jun 2011 Feds 'Changed All the Rules' for BC Aboriginal School Funding Money doesn't match promises, say frustrated First Nations education advocates. By Katie Hyslop, 29 Jun 2011 Parents of kids with special needs left to navigate system alone, says Child and Youth Rep By Katie Hyslop, 27 Jun 2011 Government 'picking a fight' with teachers: BCTF By Katie Hyslop, 26 Jun 2011 'I'm @ the #Riot!' Educating Generation Me What teachers are telling students about social media and hanging out at crime fests. By Ainslie Cruickshank and Katie Hyslop, 23 Jun 2011 Vancouver School Board seeking PR professional By Katie Hyslop, 14 Jun 2011 Parents' Voice their displeasure with Burnaby's anti-homophobia policy By Katie Hyslop, 25 May 2011 How Good Is My Kid's School? Great Schools Project aims to give parents clearer answer than implied by Fraser Institute rankings. By Katie Hyslop, 24 May 2011 $8.1 million for education not new: Bacchus By Katie Hyslop, 18 May 2011 Education Minister defends insurance premiums decision By Katie Hyslop, 17 May 2011 Ministry unloads insurance premiums onto school districts By Katie Hyslop, 16 May 2011 So What, I'm a Slut Slutwalk Vancouver, the next step in a controversial women's empowerment movement. By Katie Hyslop, 13 May 2011 Orange Crush Comes to Surrey At the Bollywood Ballroom, cheers for New Dem winners Sandhu and Sims -- and the nationwide NDP surge. By Katie Hyslop, 3 May 2011 Canada at War: Ghost Issue of 2011 Election Military conflicts in Afghanistan, Libya were no-go zones for politicians, most media. Last in a series about what got ignored. By Katie Hyslop, 2 May 2011 Parties weigh in on CETA By Katie Hyslop, 29 Apr 2011 Biggest Free Trade Deal Since NAFTA, Ghost Issue of 2011 Election Canada is on verge of pact with Europe affecting farmers, local industries. It's invisible on campaign trail. By Katie Hyslop and Colleen Kimmett, 28 Apr 2011 Conservative caregiver program changes unfair to employers, says industry association By Katie Hyslop, 25 Apr 2011 When Harper Says 'Simply Not True'... Is It? Four times Harper flatly stated his debate opponents were just plain wrong. A reader asked us to check it out, so we did. By Katie Hyslop, 21 Apr 2011 If You Were to Vote Against Poverty Which party deserves your nod? The NDP and Liberals have made explicit promises. Conservatives have not. By Katie Hyslop, 20 Apr 2011 Where Will Vancouver School Board Find Its Voice Now? Cutting top communicators could stifle public education debate says former board public relations manager. By Katie Hyslop, 14 Apr 2011 Skytrain employees ratify three-year deal By Katie Hyslop, 13 Apr 2011 Conservatives Set to Sink BC Shipyards, Fears Union Who gets $35 billion contract could mean life or death of shipbuilding industry in this province, says union. By Katie Hyslop, 11 Apr 2011 Vancouver School Board lays off communications department, six other employees By Katie Hyslop, 7 Apr 2011 Ministry grants encourage rural schools to embrace 21st Century Learning By Katie Hyslop, 6 Apr 2011 Public Education Forum to address "crisis" in provincial system By Katie Hyslop, 30 Mar 2011 English as Second Language Programs Swamped: Teachers' Group Lack of teachers, training, and funding said to be holding ESL learners back. By Katie Hyslop, 29 Mar 2011 Special Needs Students Shortchanged Say Parents, Union There aren't enough qualified teachers to handle rising challenge, according to special ed advocates and BCTF. By Katie Hyslop, 28 Mar 2011 How to Design a Building that Restores the Earth UBC's Centre for Interactive Research on Sustainability aims to set a new North American standard by actually benefitting the environment. By Katie Hyslop, 28 Mar 2011 Hundreds of Vancouver teachers receive possible layoff notices today By Katie Hyslop, 14 Mar 2011 Clinging to Hope in Hazelton The promise of more jobs glimmers, but the need for family support in BC's poorest town is immediate. Second of two. By Katie Hyslop, 4 Mar 2011 Where Struggle Is Hardest for Families How Hazelton, BC, became the poorest town in the province with the highest family poverty rate. First of two parts. By Katie Hyslop, 3 Mar 2011 More transit, more traffic problems, says think tank By Katie Hyslop, 1 Mar 2011 Does BC Need an Education Commission? NDP leadership candidate Mike Farnworth says it's time, while campaign rivals, and the teachers union, are lukewarm. By Katie Hyslop, 1 Mar 2011 Olympic Village protests ends in 10 arrests By Katie Hyslop, 28 Feb 2011 Missed the Bus? At Least You Caught These Poems To celebrate year 15 of 'Poetry in Transit,' we offer some locally sourced verse you could be reading while riding. By Katie Hyslop, 23 Feb 2011 Abbott not sold on Farnworth's education commission By Katie Hyslop, 21 Feb 2011 Former BCTF President Jinny Sims seeking federal NDP spot By Katie Hyslop, 16 Feb 2011 How Green School Buildings Help Children Grow Students and teachers are more healthy and productive in sustainably-built schools, research shows. By Katie Hyslop, 9 Feb 2011 Aboriginal community wants separate school in Vancouver By Katie Hyslop, 1 Feb 2011 When Christy Clark Ran BC's Schools On her quest to be premier, Clark lugs baggage from past political battles. What did they teach her? By Katie Hyslop, 28 Jan 2011 Langley School Board keeps rotating board chair By Katie Hyslop, 27 Jan 2011 Education ministry and BCTF disagree on who made FSAs political By Katie Hyslop, 25 Jan 2011 Victoria School Kids Get $200, Surrey's Only $58 BC's largest school district receives some of the lowest funding for its vulnerable children, and Surrey wants a fair deal. By Katie Hyslop, 11 Jan 2011 B.C. has lowest dropout rates in Canada, says C.D. Howe report By Katie Hyslop, 7 Jan 2011 Delta School Board chair supports Falcon’s teacher incentive program By Katie Hyslop, 5 Jan 2011 Merit pay for teachers is problematic, says former deputy minister of education By Katie Hyslop, 4 Jan 2011 Idea #6: Harm Reduction Moving Mainstream Now that the US allows federal funds for needle exchanges, Vancouver's drug user health approach sets a bold example. By Katie Hyslop, 27 Dec 2010 Two school board chairs asked to resign By Katie Hyslop, 21 Dec 2010 Behind the Fight Over Who Runs BC's College of Teachers Critical report drives to question of how best to maintain the professional independence of province's teachers. By Katie Hyslop, 10 Dec 2010 Don Avison gives the BC College of Teachers a failing grade By Katie Hyslop, 8 Dec 2010 Parents' Pleas Win the Day: No Vancouver Schools to Close Rather than shut schools to save money, district may expand their uses, including for daycare. By Katie Hyslop, 6 Dec 2010 Vision Vancouver trustees recommend no school closures By Katie Hyslop, 5 Dec 2010 Canadian Press bought by major media corporations By Katie Hyslop, 30 Nov 2010 Cutting Up the School Calendar Four-day weeks? Classes year-round? As some districts mull changes, a look at where it's been tried in BC. By Katie Hyslop, 30 Nov 2010 B.C. child poverty is down, but recession numbers still to come By Katie Hyslop, 23 Nov 2010 Boost Grade 4 Learning! OK, but How? Premier Campbell vows all Grade 4 students will achieve at their age level in five years. Educators disagree about where to start. By Katie Hyslop, 17 Nov 2010 Representative for Children and Youth believes it’s possible to help Aboriginal youth, but not without a plan By Katie Hyslop, 10 Nov 2010 Where Is BC's Childcare Program? While government slowly ekes out a public plan for care of three and four-year-olds, advocates weigh in with a plan of their own. By Katie Hyslop, 8 Nov 2010 Public sector buildings receive $2.8 million for solar panels By Katie Hyslop, 5 Nov 2010 Making It Safe to Be Queer at School Preventing gay bashing and suicides means changing what's taught in the classroom, say researchers. By Katie Hyslop, 5 Nov 2010 Premier announces three steps for improving education, doesn’t include closing school boards By Katie Hyslop, 27 Oct 2010 Premier rumoured to announce end of school boards tonight By Katie Hyslop, 27 Oct 2010 Coast Mountains District loses superintendent, secretary treasurer in one week By Katie Hyslop, 20 Oct 2010 As Online Ed Grows in BC, Who's Left Behind? Distance learning saves province money and can free students' schedules. But some families are more wired than others. By Katie Hyslop, 20 Oct 2010 New study shows kids in care underperforming in school By Katie Hyslop, 19 Oct 2010 Written question period raises Langley Teachers Association's suspicions By Katie Hyslop, 14 Oct 2010 Turning Schools into 'Neighbourhood Learning Hubs' Schools are the 'original social network,' and now is a good time to expand their community services, say advocates. By Katie Hyslop, 14 Oct 2010 SFU prof designs homelessness teaching resource for B.C. high schools By Katie Hyslop, 7 Oct 2010 Vancouver School Board whittles down possible school closures to five By Katie Hyslop, 4 Oct 2010 Parents vote down motion to remove Langley school trustees By Katie Hyslop, 30 Sep 2010 City of Surrey should put a stop to the portables, says opposition group By Katie Hyslop, 28 Sep 2010 Pay-to-apply job site irks teachers By Katie Hyslop, 22 Sep 2010 District Parent Advisory Council calls for removal of Langley Board By Katie Hyslop, 21 Sep 2010 When Saving a School, Pushy Parents Are a Help Teachers, parents worry lack of protests at inner-city school hurt chances of staying open. By Katie Hyslop, 20 Sep 2010 Chair of Langley School Board resigns; cites pressure from other trustees By Katie Hyslop, 16 Sep 2010 Langley School Board 'not functioning well': Auditor General By Katie Hyslop, 15 Sep 2010 Inside the Guerrilla War on Billboards Urban renegades are blotting out big ads, claiming the law is their friend. Watch them at work. By Katie Hyslop, 13 Sep 2010 The 'Double-Whammy' Facing Langley's Schools Tight provincial spending plus a deficit of at least $13.5 million equal anger, accusations and a tense wait for the auditor's verdict. By Katie Hyslop, 8 Sep 2010 Polak: 'I Wanted This Ministry' Children and Family Minister Mary Polak says she's proud of her record and not looking to change posts any time soon. By Katie Hyslop, 25 May 2010 BC's Beleaguered Child Protectors Social workers say bulging caseloads, funding cuts and churn at the top are putting kids at risk. By Katie Hyslop, 11 May 2010 With Olympics Came New Laws to Sweep up Homeless Four recent host cities criminalized and removed street dwellers leading up to Games. By Katie Hyslop, 14 Oct 2009 LNG a chance, not a windfall, says BC throne speech Postmedia could soon own almost every English newspaper in Canada. What could possibly go wrong? VIEW: Voting for your principles is 'strategic voting' Petition opposes BC's 'potential muzzling' of non-profits More troubles for BC's big LNG plans Tirade at Tyee by immigration minister's top aide analyzed tweet by tweet Government slow to respond to FOIs? No need to tell Bob Mackin Converting ferries to LNG will save money, reduce fares: CEO See more » Tyee Video Picks Submitted by Tyee staff, Today Last chance to see 'The Vancouver Asahi' baseball story at VIFF. Where do these videos come from? From you. Suggest one here! Most Popular Can 'Cuisine' Make a Better School Lunch? Don't Give Postmedia More Local Monopolies What I Saw with a German Tour of the Oilsands Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign First Nations 'Front and Centre Now': Pierre Christy Clark's No Pro at LNG Poker For Kids, the Meal Is the Message How Much Do You Trust Canada's Wireless Giants? Most Emailed Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign For Kids, the Meal Is the Message Understanding Harper's Evangelical Mission Who'd Be a School Trustee in 2014? Why New Euro-Canada Treaty Is a Gift to Oil Firms BC Filmmaking Duo Passes the Acid Test We Must Heed Naomi Klein's Call China Deal Trumps Province, First Nations on Energy Projects: Treaty Expert Fired Researcher Who Killed Self Was Evaluating Drug Backed by Clark Climate Warriors Must Forge Stronger Alliances, Now Reported Elsewhere Postmedia could soon own almost every English newspaper in Canada (via DeSmog) Petronas CEO warns of 15-year delay to BC LNG project (via G&M) BC government apologizes for firing worker who later killed himself (via the Victoria Times-Colonist) From Tibet to Taiwan, China's outer regions watch Hong Kong protests intently (via the New York Times) It's a shame Jean-Claude Duvalier died a free man, says ex-UN prosecutor (via CBC News) Vancouver's cabbies take aim at Uber (via The Province) Keurig's coffee supremacy challenged by Canadian firm (via Yahoo! News) North and South Korea 'agree to talks' (via BBC News) See more » Your BC: The Tyee's Photo Pool Join The Tyee's Flickr group » View previous selections » Most Commented What I Saw with a German Tour of the Oil Sands (132 comments) Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign (76 comments) 'The Environment Is the Economy': MP Weston (106 comments) Fired Researcher Who Killed Self Was Evaluating Drug Backed by Clark (57 comments) Climate Warriors Must Forge Stronger Alliances, Now (53 comments) ISIS Threat: Let's Refuse to be Scared (79 comments) We Must Heed Naomi Klein's Call (309 comments) Christy Clark's No Pro at LNG Poker (38 comments) Six Steps to Protect Canadians from Flaws in China Trade Deal (128 comments) How Labour Unions Make Us Healthier (31 comments) About The Tyee National Pool Contributors Advertise Contact Funding Jobs Master Classes Privacy Policy Submissions Support The Tyee News Culture Opinion National Mediacheck Solutions Video Publications Tyee News Weekly Archives The Hook Other BC Blogs Reported Elsewhere Steve Burgess Murray Dobbin Michael Geist Crawford Kilian Rafe Mair Andrew Nikiforuk Shannon Rupp Bill Tieleman Dorothy Woodend Follow The Tyee Subscribe by email Subscribe by RSS Tyee Mobile App Managed Hosting by Gossamer Threads × Share article via email Send this article to: Your email address: Your message: Would you like to receive The Tyee's headlines free by email? Yes, every day. Yes, once a week. I already subscribe. No, thanks. Submit Show form again » Close)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Foster parents are ordinary people engaged in extraordinary acts of kindness. Join the team! http://t.co/6jUkcsOp6V" @Teresa_Wat - 04:31pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141008,bit.ly,http://bit.ly/1teUzbO,bit.ly moved here)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141007,www.huffingtonpost.com,http://www.huffingtonpost.com/home/topnav/loaded,Something's Gone Terribly Wrong Oh, Noes! A 404! Tweet Feel free to continue to the Huffington Post » or)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "#FunFriday Fact: #BC has the highest small business employment in Canada. October is Small Business Month! Check out: http://t.co/20bcLmlvFP" @bcliberals - 03:55pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=10122&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 5, April 2003 2003 Annual General Meeting Every year, over 675 teachers from around the province are elected to attend the Annual General Meeting. Teachers meet for three days to debate issues, develop policy, and set the fee for BCTF. The level of democratic participation is much greater than that for any level of government. Teachers have over 675 representatives for 43,000 members to make decisions for their union. Compare this to having 79 MLAs in Victoria to represent 4 million people elected every three to five years. Decisions made at this year’s AGM include: AGM recommends needs budgets The 2003 Annual General Meeting decided that the BCTF and locals should urge school boards to: foster support for full funding of a strong and stable public education system through community dialogue, lobbying, and coalition work. build their needs budgets in active consultation with teachers, students, parents, support staff, and the community. submit needs budgets that reflect the real costs of education for all students. The B.C. Liberals were elected on a promise to protect education. School boards should demonstrate to the government the real costs of protecting education. And government should provide schools with the resources to meet the needs of all students. BCTF dues stay the same The AGM set BCTF dues at the same level as this year. SIP fee increases The AGM approved an increase for the Salary Indemnity Plan. The fee will increase from 1.2% of salary to 2%. The costs of the plan have increased because of increased plan usage and decreased revenues from investments. The actuarial costs of running the plan are 2% of salary. The plan payments will be reviewed at next year’s AGM. Education minister lacks teachers’ confidence The AGM delegates voted no confidence in the Minister of Education and called for her resignation. Teachers vote to affiliate Almost 7,000 more teachers voted in 2003 than in 1996, and the outcome was the opposite of the 1996 result. Teachers voted to affiliate with the B.C. Federation of Labour by 58.1% to 41.9%. The decision means we will join the 450,000 members of the B.C. Federation of Labour and help formulate its education policies. It also means we will have more direct help promoting and defending public education. Organized labour has always staunchly supported public education. "Public education is the ultimate act of solidarity with the next generation." With those words and a gilt-framed certificate of affiliation, Jim Sinclair welcomed public school teachers as the newest members of the B.C. Federation of Labour. Sinclair told AGM delegates he was deeply honoured to be president of the B.C. Federation of Labour when the teachers voted to join. In an eloquent keynote address, he outlined Labour’s response to the "private good/public bad" mythology put forward by the provincial government. He described the B.C. Liberals’ education policies as "an attack on the nature of democracy." But Sinclair’s message was one of hope. "I learned a lot travelling around the province to speak with teachers," he said. "In every community, I see a resilience, I experience a strength, and I get a sense that people are beginning to see we don’t have to take it." The 2003 Annual General Meeting decided that another membership vote will be held at the end of the three-year trial period. Supportive videos available Two videos to begin discussions about the funding we need for our schools and students are available to borrow from local offices. Growing the Future: Parent Voices for Public Education and Before It’s Too Late: A Conference on Funding Public Education in B.C. were provided to each local at the AGM. Vancouver parent volunteers who are concerned about the effects of underfunding on Vancouver schools produced Growing the Future. It has parents speaking of their hopes and dreams for their children and their expectations for the provincial government. Those parents, many of whom voted for the government, make it clear that they expect the B.C. Liberals to live up to their promise to protect education. Before It’s Too Late is a 14-minute video with highlights from the January 2003 education funding conference sponsored by BCTF, CUPE, and B.C. Federation of Labour. It is a good discussion starter on how school boards and parents can lobby for proper funding rather than look for ways to cut services. Charter for Public Education The Charter for Public Education panel held hearings throughout B.C. in the fall and after the new year. It asked British Columbians what principles they expect to guide public education. The principles espoused by the citizens of the province are inspiring. A copy of the charter is being sent to each school and PAC. Please read the charter, discuss it with your colleagues, and decide how its principles can be brought to life in your school. If we all agree on the kind of education it is important to offer our children, then the discussion can turn to what we have to do to make it happen. The charter was endorsed by the 2003 AGM, and the meeting encouraged locals to endorse it as well. – Peter Owens)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media last tweet "" @ - 12:00am Follow @ last post "" facebook/ - Jan 1st Like Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/bctf/status/515596414311612416,BCTF on Twitter: "@BCATML annual fall conference Celebrating Languages! 2014 - http://t.co/Hd1Canrhgr Oct 24 | #psaday @RLavrencic #bced" টুইটার অনুসন্ধান অনুসন্ধান টুইটার খুঁজুন সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ ভাষা : বাংলা. हिन्दी Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন টুইটার-এ নতুন ? আজই যোগদান করুন » সাইন ইন করুন ফোন, ইমেল বা ব্যবহারকারীর নাম পাসওয়ার্ড সাইন ইন আমাকে মনে রাখুন পাসওয়ার্ড ভুলে গেছেন? ইতিমধ্যে আপনি কি টেক্সট বার্তার মাধ্যমে টুইটার ব্যবহার করছেন? অনুসরণ অনুসরণ করা কর্মসমূহ:অনুসরণ না করা অবরুদ্ধ অবরোধ মুক্ত মুলতুবি বাতিল BCTF ‏ @bctf ২৬ সেপ্টেম্বর @BCATML annual fall conference Celebrating Languages! 2014 - http://www.bcatml.org/  Oct 24 | #psaday @RLavrencic #bced প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট ১:১৮ অপরাহ্ণ - ২৬ সেপ্টেম্বর, ২০১৪ BCTF থেকে কোন আপডেট মিস্ করবেন না © 2014 টুইটার সম্বন্ধে সহায়তা বিজ্ঞপ্তি তথ্য বন্ধ মিডিয়াটিকে চিহ্নিত করুন এটি ইতিমধ্যে সংবেদনশীল কন্টেন্ট ধারণকারী হিসাবে চিহ্নিত হয়েছে। পতাকা তুলুন এটি সম্ভাব্যরূপে অবৈধ বিষয়বস্তুর ধারণকারী হিসেবে। সমর্পণ করা বাতিল মিডিয়াকে চিহ্নিত করা সম্পর্কে আরো জানুন খারিজ বন্ধ পূর্ববর্তী পরবর্তী বন্ধ একজন ব্যক্তির প্রোফাইলে যান সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ বন্ধ আপনার অনুসরণকারীদের এই পুনঃটুইটটি পাঠাবেন? বাতিল পুনঃটুইট বন্ধ আপনি কি নিশ্চিত যে এই টুইট মুছে দিতে চান? বাতিল মুছে ফেলুন বন্ধ রোধ করন বাতিল রোধ করন আপনার টুইটসমুহে একটি অবস্থান যুক্ত করুন যখন একটি অবস্থানের সঙ্গে আপনার টুইট করেন, টুইটার সেই অবস্থান সংরক্ষণ করে। প্রত্যেক টুইটের আগে আপনি আপনার অবস্থান চালু / বন্ধ করতে পারেন, এবং যে কোনও সময় আপনি আপনার অবস্থানের ইতিহাস মুছে ফেলতে পারেন। আরো জানুন অবস্থান চালু করুন এখন নয় স্থান বন্ধ করুন বন্ধ প্রোফাইল সারসংক্ষেপ বন্ধ আপনার তালিকাসমূহ বন্ধ একটি নতুন তালিকা তৈরি করুন নাম তালিকা বিবরণ 100 অক্ষরের কম, ঐচ্ছিক তালিকাসমূহ:গোপনীয়তা সাধারণ · যে কেউ এই তালিকা অনুসরণ করতে পারেন ব্যক্তিগত · শুধুমাত্র আপনিই এই তালিকায় প্রবেশ করতে পারবেন তালিকা সংরক্ষণ করুন বন্ধ বন্ধ এই টুইট স্থাপিত কর আপনার নীচের ওয়েবসাইটে কোডটি অনুলিপি দ্বারা এই টুইট যোগ করুন * আরও জানুন হুম, সার্ভারে পৌঁছনোর একটি সমস্যা ছিল। পরে আবার চেষ্টা করবেন? প্রকৃত টুইট অন্তর্ভুক্ত করুন অন্তর্ভুক্ত মিডিয়া প্রাকদর্শন বন্ধ টুইটারে নিবন্ধন করুন টুইটারে নেই? নিবন্ধন করুন, আপনির পছন্দের বিষয়গুলির সাথে যুক্ত হন, এবং তাদের বিষয়ে হালনাগাদ পান। একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন » বন্ধ দুটি উপায় (প্রেরণ এবং গ্রহণ) শর্ট কোড: দেশ কোড গ্রাহকদের জন্য মার্কিন যুক্তরাষ্ট্র 40404 (যে কোন) কানাডা 21212 (যে কোন) যুক্তরাজ্য 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM হাইতি 40404 Digicel, Voila আয়ারল্যান্ড 51210 Vodafone, O2 ভারত 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance ইন্দোনেশিয়া 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » অন্য দেশসমুহের এসএসএস সংক্ষিপ্ত কোড দেখুন বন্ধ নিশ্চিতকরণ)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media jthornthwaite last tweet "MLA @douglas_horne thanking @colemancountry for his work w/ housing for BC @LindaReimerMLA @bcliberals http://t.co/zR6bdVGcRI" @jthornthwaite - 02:03am Follow @jthornthwaite BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141006,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2014/09/tentative-agreement-yes-or-no.html?showComment0751410999822375,Staffroom Confidential: Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, September 16, 2014 Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Despite what I know was a herculean effort on the part of our bargaining team, I very much hope that BC teachers will vote no to the tentative agreement. After five weeks of strike, and twelve years of legal battles, this is not the deal that will restore sanity to public education and it is not a fair deal for teachers and students. Just as teachers in Saskatchewan rejected a deal to ensure a better outcome, I hope BC teachers will consider a no vote to let our team know we have to go back to the bargaining table. Class size, composition The agreement provided a modified LIF fund starting at $75 million per year and increasing to $85 by the last year. It is for teachers only, which will mean a slight improvement in Districts where sizeable portions were spent on Education Assistants or senior District staff rather than teachers. However, in an average size District like Victoria (20,000 students, 1,000 teachers), this will translate into about 5-10 more teachers. That is one for every five schools. To put it in comparison, Justice Griffin's judgement estimated the lost funding due to lost class size language at about $330 million in current dollars. (Read more here about the proposed Education Fund.) I heard so many teachers speak up about the need to ensure that we do not return to over-crowded classes when the strike ends. This agreement does very little to alleviate what is the most pressing issue. Throwing away the court victory The agreement provides a "reopener" in the event we win on appeal our class size language. What this means is that the language returns, but is not implemented until new language is negotiated. Without the actual implementation of the returned language, there will be very little incentive for the government to bargain it back. We would essentially be back in the very same position we are in today, with government trying to bargain it out and us trying to bargain it back in. In my opinion, even if we were legislated back to work we would be in a superior position. If we won the appeal the government would then be forced to implement the language. We are thus throwing away our historic court victory and the bargaining pressure it potentially creates. The reopener is really only mildly less offensive than E80. In both cases, we have to bargain back what was illegally taken from our contract and the government will probably never have to restore it. In fact, the "reopener" creates the perfect opportunity for government to lock us out to try and force us to agree to something far inferior. Throwing away the remedy for the last twelve years The agreement provides $105 million to compensate for grievances over-sized classes for the last twelve years. Using Justice Griffin's estimates, our loss is roughly $300 million times 12 = over $3 billion. I cannot fathom how $105 million is a fair compromise. The BCTF's original proposal to put this money back into the system was a more fair and productive approach. This agreement means we can no longer go to the courts for a fair remedy. Wages The agreement is very close to government's original offer. While I would be willing to accept this if the class size language was returned, teachers should not be taking such a significant monetary loss without the commensurate gain in working conditions. We have lost roughly 12% of our annual salary. We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut. Minimal improvements There are very minimal improvements in preparation time for elementary teachers (10 minutes per week), and TTOC daily rate. The TTOC daily rate change may depend on your grid placement. It could actually be a wage loss for long term TTOCs who are above category 5 and step 7. There is also $11 million in health and dental benefits. At 40,000 members, this is $275 each. Hardly worth consideration in the context of the rest of the agreement. What next? There are a variety of options if we vote no. We can continue the strike. We can choose to return to work and continue bargaining. We do not, and should not, accept an agreement that doesn't meet our needs and doesn't meet the needs of students and public education. When Saskatchewan teachers rejected the first deal which had 5.5% wage increases over four years, the second deal had 7.3% increases over four years. They have said this still isn't good enough. For us, our main issue is classroom conditions. We need to say this isn't good enough. The way to do that is to vote no. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 7:48 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 124 comments: Troy MooreSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:17 PM The EC recommendation states the open clause will be argued from restored language. However, selling our grievances for nothing as the 105 million is strike savings, is plenty of reason to vote no. Further, no composition caps, but a fund controlled by Superintendents is enough reason to vote no. Thursday I will vote no.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:06 PM Re-opener also says "education fund" in place until new language bargained, so old language can disappear forever.Delete Reply Mme RousseauSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:33 PM Government starved us to death hoping we'd vote yes to whatever deal they'd offer. Planned it from the start.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:07 PM We can sill choose (collectively) to return to work if we reject this deal. Many options.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:09 PM Great analysis, Tara! I think that returning to work would be a bad idea. This will frustrate parents more if they need to find new ways to deal with taking care fo kids. USe the money given to you by the other unions. I am a teacher who had to quit for stress over the terrible condition of work (split FI grade 4/5, several low LD kids with little support, one severe with no support, 2 gifted (no support), and a principal who expected me to teach 2 separate social studies AND science programs)Delete Reply Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:56 PM Good points by all but the gov't succeeded in starving my family out and completly breaking us. I will be voting YES and live to fight another dayReplyDelete Replies schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:21 PM 'Fight another day'? In the last twelve years that we have been pushing back against this government, never has the tide tide been so much with teachers, class size/composition, and public education - and never has the government been pushed back onto the ropes (especially with the call for binding arbitration). What 'other day' is being proposed that we wait for? Now is the time. Vote 'no' and give the BCTF bargaining team a renewed mandate to get a decent deal for students and teachers.Delete Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:10 PM "Another day" means to wake up and realize that 2more weeks means my family of 5 could lose our home. It means I will do all I can to recall Cc, Factbender, and other mla's, and maybe even having "a guy I know" have a chat with them. In year 1 of their reign, I don't believe they even know what "the ropes" are. I will vote YES ...for my family, and I can live with thatDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:12 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply Karen FergusonSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:03 PM Just a question: When the Saskatchewan teachers voted no, had they already been on strike for 5 weeks?ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM No. They are working with no contract. They are not on strike.Delete Shannon DavisSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:23 AM I am a Saskatchewan teacher. We are not on strike; we are currently in the conciliation process after voting "no" to 2 previous offersDelete Reply "Mama Rose"September 16, 2014 at 9:27 PM Can we truly return to work without agreeing and continue bargaining? When I suggested returning to work a few weeks ago, the answer was "being on strike puts pressure on the gov't and without pressure they have no reason to settle." And can you explain more how legislating us back would be better than agreeing to this deal? And finally, why would the BCTF executive put forward a deal that was not a good one?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:30 PM Because they need confirmation of the resolve of the membership to get something better. That is what a no vote does.Delete Reply Troylana MSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:28 PM some great points to ponder, tara......thinking thinking....ReplyDelete schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:43 PM If we vote 'no' to the tentative deal we still have options: We'd not have a contract. But we could... a) strike with full picket lines b) partially strike with phase 1 (work-to-rule) in schools c) partially strike with periodic/rotating job action d) continue negotiating e) return to work and re-escalate strike f) some/all of the above ReplyDelete Replies Caroline MackenzieSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:21 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:14 PM a) will expedite matters (I say less that 3 days)Delete Reply danabjornsonSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:05 PM I am thinking that a legislated, crappier contract would only be in effect for 2 years max (before elections...). If we take this offer, then we will be agreeing to this pseudo-E80. Should we win the court case (which we likely will), we will have to settle on the terms of the THIS negotiated contract which doesn't actually restore learning conditions; it simply allows for those conditions to be negotiated. If we say n, then we default to the 2002 contract, which DOES restore the language. A "yes" vote is saying that we are good on "crumbs"; a "no" vote is saying we want an actual meal. That's my understanding, anyway. Please correct me where I am wrong, Tara. :)ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:44 PM And word is IF they legislate, they could opt to legislate back Grade 10-12 only causing the union to have to lay off all teachers and re-hire based on seniority. That will tear the union at the seams pitting teacher against teacher for those positions. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:17 PM There will be a general strike if that were to happen! They better not do this. They will regret it.Delete Reply imaginefunlearningSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:09 PM Some good points on the background of our fight over the past 12 years, which I have been actively engaged in; however we need to recognize the climate we are in. We are not in Sask. people! We have just come through a very long summer!! We need to thank our @bctf bargaining team & recognize the toll this has taken on all of us & our families. I don't have the luxury of more time on the strike line. This may be as good as it gets. Let's read the agreement and consider getting back to work and making some $ again! That's my 2 cents worth, which would come in really handy right now!!!ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:18 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply RobSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:11 PM Go back in work to rule mode. Work this winter to recall every Liberal MLA. ThAt is the only way to apply pressure to these criminals. ReplyDelete Replies Kate RestonSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:03 PM Recall! Not sure who won the battle but the war is still onDelete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:14 AM Well said Kate... I agree 100%Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:20 PM I think say NO and a better deal will be done in less than 3 days. These guys are not criminals, they are lower than that. I bet they get a sick pleasure in hurting the kids and the teachers.Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:31 PM An official recall is in the works: https://www.facebook.com/groups/316129595235450/?fref=ts Please consider joining.Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:26 AM Leah - do you honestly think anyone who voted BC Liberal did so thinking that they would act any differently on the education file?Delete Reply JJSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:16 PM I am glad to see other members who share my views. I am outraged at a 1.2 percent "raise" in salary per year that doesn't even meet inflation of currently 2%. I feel used and abused.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:23 PM Not to mention all of the other pittance! I am actually surprised that Iker asked teachers to vote on this! Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:18 PM Hi Tara Thanks for the summary! Will we be able to vote NO to the deal, but vote YES to returning to work? Will there be three options when we vote Thursday? Why did the BCTF agree to a substandard deal for us? If we vote no to a deal that was recommended to us, the teachers look like the bad guys and public approval will plummet. I am very disappointed and frustratedReplyDelete Replies KataSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:12 AM Public approval will not necessarily plummet. I have seen strikes where the membership has voted against the executive's "best results to date", and ended up with a better offer. This offer is an insult. The $300 million will not bring funding to the national average (I believe). More importantly, the wage offer is half of the average wage increase for public and private workers (StatsCan). Delete Reply MontySeptember 16, 2014 at 10:19 PM Thank you, Tara. My thoughts too, more clearly expressed. As well, Thursday is too soon to vote, too soon to vote, too soon to vote........ReplyDelete Richard ChalkeSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:21 PM Vote no and lose every shred of public support...just sayin!ReplyDelete Replies UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:31 AM I am a member of the public and would support a "no" vote. js!.Delete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:01 AM Richard Chalke, NO you won't! I am a mother with 3 adopted special needs children who need to be in a class that is designed for them and others like them (my kids are academically slightly delayed but their issues are more social and behavioural) where they can receive the education they deserve taught in a way they can comprehend. I will speak now for all the parents I know, and we will support the teacher's if they continue to fight for our children's best interest.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:28 PM It might not be pretty at first, but once we explain things (and I hope the Mandarin-speaking teachers flood the Richmond organization that voiced their concerns), they will back us. The 3 billions that the judge came to is the first I hear about. This should be stated to every newsmedia comment section in the province. Minimize pickets and flood those outlets with commenters, just like the Liberals do. Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:45 PM I am a member of the public and a single Mother of a child in the public school system. You will NOT lose one bit of my support if you vote no. I know that you are sacrificing so that my child can have a better education, and I am most grateful for it. Having said that, I also know that you are exhausted and broke. I have been dreading that you may have to settle for less than what you (we) deserve because the government succeeded in breaking you. I am not in your shoes, so cannot judge. If the vote is a yes, I understand and I am still behind you. Delete Reply Alison RocheSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:25 PM It is a crap deal. It's always a crap deal. Once you raise the stakes to striking, anything else is a cave in. The last time we walked out was the 3 day illegal strike where I threw away 1200$ and got EXACTLY the same contract I had the year before. The BCTF called it a win because they didn't rip up MORE of my contract. Ridiculous. There are a few of us that believe that working to contract, doing 100% of your teaching job and nothing more (like paying for supplies out of your own pocket or EC) is the only way teachers will survive this government. What if they get re-elected again? Then what? Teachers have lost thousands to these clowns to make "statements" about the state of public education in this province. We can't keep sacrificing ourselves and our families. And in the meantime, you talk to parents about why you have to take this crappy road. Because up until this strike they mostly didn't care about the state of education, but god forbid you didn't run a Sports Day. Then suddenly they wanted to know what the hell was going on. Keep the conversation going in schools. Attend your PAC meetings and stop enabling this govt to underfund and overwork the system. And still get paid!ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:20 AM I am very excited at the prospect of returning to my beloved job on Friday. However I will NOT continue to put my personal money into my classroom and I will be seriously reconsidering my involvement in extra curriculars. I think we shoot ourselves in the foot with all the unpaid work we so willingly volunteer to do. Delete Reply FCSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:38 PM I heard a rumour last week from a loose lipped government insider that after the 22nd, depending on the outcome of the negotiations the Liberals were going to announce a 3 step process. I was not clear if this was based on 3 steps to resolve the strike (perhaps the 3rd step is legislation??) or 3 steps to overhaul the education system, either way, they will settle it outright. I wish you all luck and all the information that you need to make a sound decision of what you feel is best.ReplyDelete Replies Lisa BurrowsSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:53 PM I have heard similar rumours. On the 23rd, the gov. was planning on introducing a $6000 per year voucher system for 3 choices: an academic or trades program, or something called EducationCanada. Not clear whether their intention was to privatize the public system, de-certify teachers and hire them back under new wage/benefits. Not clear where these rumours originated from. Maybe fear tactics to get teachers to vote yes. In any event, I plan on voting yes. I signed up to be a teacher, not a martyr. This strike has cost us a lot. We need to regain our livelihood and hopefully continue the conversation about class composition. We have at least awakened many people to the issue, and the court case is still an avenue that could eventually improve teaching and learning conditions.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:33 PM I urge all teachers to fight and say NO to this deal. Retired teacher who had to retire because horrendous work conditions. Make me proud. They will not last long if you say NO! I know this is tough, but there is money and I hear that Van City does offer loan at low to 0 %. Banks do allow you to miss a mortgage payment. Go talki to your banker.Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM Will school districts require teachers to make up missed days, as suggested in the media? Will the school calendar be changing to make up for the missed three weeks and if so will we be made aware of those changes PRIOR to the vote? ReplyDelete KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:41 PM "Wages..... We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut." And that is the cost of going on strike!!! There is nothing that can be done about that. You cannot go on strike and put up the raise you want every week to compensate for your time on strike - it doesn't work that way.ReplyDelete Replies Drew StevensonSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:59 AM I believe the missing "..." Suggests that they meant to refer to the losses against inflation since the last wage step increase. Thus this contract does not allow us to recover the buying power lost to inflation since the last non contract or "0%" year. Add those up and compare against the proposed increase and you see that by the end of the contract, we won't be able to afford the same value of goods (loaves of bread, watts of energy, litres of gas) that we could at the end of the last contracts term. It was not a comment about wages that were lost in the strike. Those are really small potatoes when compared to the grinding power of inflation over years and years. The next contract will use this latest for a bench mark so these losses to inflation will grind at all teachers for as long as they teach. A death of a thousand cuts to our ability to afford basic goods and services. Any raise less than inflation is a cut to the value placed on us and on our ability to pay our bills. Delete Reply Ed SSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:09 PM Having lost $20,000 (including summer school wages) as the single income for a family of five is far too much; I will be voting YES to the deal, unless the independently wealthy teachers out there who wish to continue the strike will pay my bills and mortgage for me.ReplyDelete Replies Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:14 PM I feel ya. Yes for meDelete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:18 AM Ed S. With all due respect (and I mean that), how did you lose $20,000 in the strike? Teachers were out 2 weeks (all out) before they were supposed to be in June, and now 3 weeks for the start of school? It is my understanding that teachers don't get paid through the summer months. Please correct me if I'm wrong, wherever I'm wrong. Shouldn't you have been financially alright for the summer months at least? Also all teachers knew this strike had a possibility of extending into the new school year but no one teacher budgeted for this possibility? I'm truly just trying to get a clear picture of where this all stems. NO disrespect intended.Delete BlairSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:12 AM Kelly, not Ed but if you look at the numbers there was the 10% lockout haircut in May/June plus the loss of most of June and the loss of much of September. In our 1 teacher (1 non) household we calculated a $9 K - $10 K loss so far. If you add summer school earnings you can easily make the loss in the $20 k zone. As for budgeting, we budget for the summer, but did not expect the 10% haircut, nor the loss of June/Sept days which completely messed our budgeting calculations. A very good friend (single teaching mother) was crushed by the loss of the June income and is without a penny today.Delete Mr. SmoothSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:35 PM The only one who didn't get a haircut was Jim Iker... and he needs one more than anyone else. What's with that over-coiffed 70"s mullet Jim? Does wonders for the BCTF brand image!Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:55 PM Jim's hair is not open for discussion in a respectful space like this. As for his salary, he is a teacher who does not get paid when we are on strike.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:04 PM Totally agree!Delete Reply Mr. GSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:24 PM If I thought they could do any better I would agree with voting NO, but you have to be realistic. The BCTF does not use professionals to bargain and always ends up with much less than they promise the membership when asking for a strike vote. While this is not a great deal for teachers, I really think you're fooling yourself if you think it'll get any better.ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:02 AM BCTF needs to be replaced with younger more adept representatives and advocates. Also, we should be hiring professional contract negotiators - you don't go into battle with cut throat corporate types with a wooden knife. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:37 PM This is BAD deal! Say NO to it and show those (expletives) that we will not take it anymore! Come on! Show them that teachers have a spine! They will respect us, oddly!Delete Reply retaSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:51 PM I agree with Richard. Those in the public that are uniformed would be furious, and there are many teachers who just can't afford to use their wages as their voice any longer - too much has already been donated to the government. In my opinion, the deal is pretty lame. I am sitting on the fence.ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:24 AM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:26 AM So true!!! I cannot afford to fight this battle for public education any longer. Why is this my personal and professional obligation??? However I think this deal is weak weak weak. I also think its the best we are going to get. Ideologically I'm on the fence but my wallet will vote YES.Delete Reply SirThinksToo MuchSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:54 PM My wife and I will be voting "Yes" on Thursday for it is the middle path. The easy path would have been for us to go back to school with E-80 & E-81 over our heads. The difficult path would be for us to vote "No" and put our mortgage at risk and having to continue asking retired parents for handouts to feed a family with three kids. The middle path is the wisest choice for us considering the current political climate in which those who do not teach are the quickest to judge it harshly.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:41 PM I understand that this is really tough for you! I almost died teaching a few month ago. I had to quit. Please consider holding on and say no. Remember the short loss in salary will be offset in the LONG-RUn by better salary increase. This is a joke! They will be laughing at you even more if we accept this. This is a very bad deal! However, I do respect your position!Delete Reply DaleSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:16 AM Why would classroom conditions be better on October 9th after being legislated back? We have been outplayed because of our stubborn refusal to outdated, tired old tactics. It is because of these actions that have led us to this terrible deal. Time to reset, regroup and stock up for the long haul. Can't do it if half the members commit hara kiri on themselves. We are a union of professionals not a cult. ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:49 AM Could not agree more.Delete schreck!September 17, 2014 at 9:44 AM Could you please advise which tactics you believe could have been used to secure a superior deal?Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:47 AM Full disclosure: I'm a BC Liberal supporter. The only people who would benefit from a NO vote are the BC Liberals. Teachers would be bargaining with no leverage whatsoever and would be viewed by a large segment of the population as unreasonable. The BC Liberals then get portray themselves as the only party capable of dealing with the BCTF. schreck! says that the BCTF has the government on the ropes, but he couldn't be farther from the truth. The government wants people to view the BCTF as their primary opponent. Disputes like this just shore up the BC Liberal base and protect its right flank. Any half-baked recall campaign will only reinforce that. It's true teachers aren't going to recoup the lost wages from the strike. I would suggest to you that that means this job action was probably not in teachers' interests, especially without any sort of appreciable strike fund. This is the best deal teachers were ever going to get with this government and people should have been able to recognize that in June. If you want my advice (which you probably don't), it would be to spend the next 5 years building up a strike fund, electing better leaders, and hiring a professional negotiating team. Don't bring a knife to a gunfight and expect things to go well. Focus on getting the best deal you can from whoever the government is rather than trying to change the government, the HST, Kinder Morgan or a thousand different issues that distract from education and erode the union's finances further. You'd be doing yourself a favour, and probably doing the NDP a favour at the same time. Also, if schreck! is David Schreck, you can thank his opposition to STV for the last two BC Liberal majorities. I know I do.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:11 PM One step would be to stop making political contributions to the NDP. This only contributes to the childish animosity and lack of trust that has constantly characterized negotiations. How else can the Socreds/Liberals view teachers except as enemies when they so publicly support their opponents. This stupid confrontational immature approach has to STOP!!!!! Education should not be a political fight when it is so obviously a valuable benefit to our society. It was an NDP government that legislated teachers back to work in 1993. Stop making education a political fight.Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:10 PM I don't think they have to go that far. CUPE and the Nurses still contribute to the NDP yet they don't have the same acrimonious relationship. CUPE and the Nurses just make their members their priority, and broader advocacy second.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:55 PM Ryan (possibly a Liberal paid commenter), with all due respect, I disagree with you. The cumulative increase in lieu of this will be better. Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can. I say to Iker, ask for 6% over 3 years because these people love to play the 15% over 15 year game to make it so big on the surface. Some people think that this is 15% every year. Believe me! I have seen it in comment sections. Others believe that the 15% is too high not understanding that they must divide things over the duration of the contract. It is time that we play it smarter. It is time to put the foot down and ask for money given to us by other unions, if it is needed. Banks can accept one late mortgage payment. It would be suicidal for them to not help. Imagine the possible damage if that ever leaks out. They could lose a lot in teacher money. I for one would pull my money out of a bank in support! Teachers are going to show this government that we have a spine! Enough is enough! Aren't you tired of being treated like kids? (Retired teacher who almost died in a car accident because of work conditions that were horrendous. I had to quit.)Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 AM Not paid by the BC Liberals. I pay them actually... :/ I imagine astroturfers of any affiliation wouldn't disclose their bias. "Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can." How did that work in May 2013? If the teachers reject a contract that their own union endorsed, it will make teachers seem unreasonable. Whether that perception is true or fair is irrelevant. It's what will happen, and teachers will be weaker as a result. Take my advice. Build up a strike fund and focus on the internal governance of the BCTF for the next 6 years. You'll be better off for it. Or not. I don't mind you or others making it easier for the party I support to get elected. I'd just rather not see kids and teachers hurt in the process.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:37 AM Ah! The "don't-hurt-kids" card, hey, when you have underfunded education for 12 years! WOW! That takes the cake! Are your trolling? Oh! You are serious? :) Would you be surprised if I don't follow your advice, considering your lack of logic? Would you be surprised if others don't follow your advice? It is ttue that bullies like you and your ilks love to show who is the boss, who is the teacher now! I suspect that is at the root of the problem! No one wants to fail in school! No one wants to get the strap! Sad that today's teachers don't like it too! But, who cares, we are ... teachers! We deserve it! BAH! BAH! BAH!Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:22 PM That's fine. I look forward to another 16 years of BC Liberal government.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:41 PM 16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate! Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan! Sociopaths do that!Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 9:35 AM "16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate!" 16 years of our opponents still don't understand why they lost. Like I said, that's fine with me. If I said the Liberals would be in power for at least another 13 years back in 2004 you probably would have laughed too. Heck, if I told you on May 13 last year that the BC Liberals would be reelected on May 14 you'd probably have laughed too. And you were wrong. Why is that? Answer that question if you want the NDP to win the next election. Without a correct answer to it, the NDP's cause is hopeless. "Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan!" You feel they are flawed, and that's fine. I don't go around calling people who disagree with me sociopaths, nor do I accuse them of being paid shills. But I also don't feel much need to address your ad hominems. There are logical arguments to support your position, but argumentum ad hominem is not one of them. It's a textbook logical fallacy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 1:15 PM Ah! Now I get it! It is all ego-based! You think because you voted the winning party that you are a winner and we are losers! You think because you predicted that the Liberals would win, you are winner. That does not make YOU a winner or the Liberals! It is called DEMOGRAPHICS, you expletives. The baby boomers are getting old and because they have more assets and won't make a whole lot more for too long, they need to vote a govn't who is going to do just that! It is not rocket science! WOW! You think you are so superior when your party stole an election with 47% of the popular vote. That's not a majority and your party should not have been elected. BTW, did you delete from your ethical memory the words Ethnic voting scandal? The field is slanted and you know it. However, you are so willing to minimize, forget the scams and bad fairplay tactics like a sociopath is allowed to minimize or ignore his or victims emotions that you don't see that you are the loser, we are the victim of your constant bullying. 1% wage increases after years of 0% increases and you can justify that when Yahoo reports that the average Canadian can hope to get 2.5% this and next year: https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html You Liberals behave like fascists, but we can't call you that because that's not allowed! Well! Guess what? It is and you are. Live with it! You keep on dreaming you are a genius! :) I am retired, getting soon a nice pension, and laughing at you from a beach somewhere! AHAHA! Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 2:14 PM What's with the name calling Peter? For someone claiming to be retired you really don't show the wisdom of age. For someone who talks about logic, you use logical fallacies like ad hominems a lot too. It's a fair point that the BC Liberals didn't get a majority of the vote (and I'm a very big supporter of electoral reform). The BC Liberals + Conservatives did though, and I don't think it's realistic to expect the BC Conservatives to have been more generous had they been part of government. Last time I checked I just voted. I didn't "victimize" anyone. Perhaps your rage is misplaced. If you think the election was "stolen" I'm afraid I have to question your grasp on reality though. "Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?" I'm glad you'll have a pleasant retirement Peter. I have no ill will towards you. I'm not sure why you think I do. I'm not saying people were *right* to vote BC Liberal. That's a matter of opinion. All I'm saying is people *did* vote BC Liberal. More voted BC Liberal than BC NDP for the last 5 elections in a row actually. You need to understand why that happened in order to change it for the next election. Clearly you're not interested in that though. Which is fair enough. Just remember next time you're upset about something the BC Liberals do that your lack of interest is part of why the BC Liberals get elected at all.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 3:23 PM I love your culture --or the lack of thereof! Guess what, stop thinking averybody is white and must follow your little rules. Namecalling? Sociopath? Whaaaat? And, what if you are? Still can't call you that? :) You fascist right-wingers are big on censorship! I just don't like you giving us lessons on how to get the NDP in. As stated, people are voting right of the NDP because it is a matter of demographics and a little ethnic vote buying on the side. The rest is mumbo jombo. Yes, of course, they will have to go on strike in the future and yes they will have to build a strike fund. The Liberals stole that from the BCTF too! And, you wonder why I don't have any respect for them? Yes, electoral reform is needed! We agree!Delete Reply JJ GeorgeSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:46 AM As a parent, I support the teachers and respect whether they choose to vote yes or no. However I noticed a discrepancy here from other information I've read regarding prep time for elementary teachers. Here it states minimal improvement to prep time - only 10 minutes per week being added. Elsewhere I read that it is 100 minutes per week for prep, increasing by an additional 10 minutes in the final year. That is a significant difference, and worth noting. Or have I completely misunderstood?ReplyDelete Replies Anne-MarieSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:59 AM Elementary teachers currently have 90 minutes of preparation time per week so an increase to 100 minutes per week is only gaining 10 minutes. In other provinces and some private schools they have as much as 45 minutes of prep time per day.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:56 PM Thank you for inquiring!Delete DW ZSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:57 PM You're right JJ George. There is a significant difference around the province regarding preparation times. In my district elementary teachers currently get 100 minutes of prep time. This new proposal is useless to me. I'll have to wait 6 years to gain an extra 10 minutes. Delete Reply UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:11 AM Almost nobody gets cost of living adjustments. Also inflation is NOT 2%. Do some research and look at the CPI for BC over the last 24 months. The average over the last 2 years is 0.7%, not 2%. The CPI changes every month so you cant just look at the highest month and declare that THE inflation rate. Check out the 12 month averages document for the actual numbers. http://www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/StatisticsBySubject/Economy/ConsumerPriceIndex.aspx All that being said I support the teachers. if you think this is a bad deal as a parent my dream would be for the teachers to vote no but continue bargaining because I do think the kids need to be in school and I do fear that the teachers will lose all support if the strike continues. All I ask as a parent is that you do your own research and try not to be swayed by all the opinions. ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:01 AM Inflation for August was 2.1% (http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/economy/cpi-report-expected-to-reveal-rise-in-canadas-core-inflation-rate/article20593943/). The CPI is a year-over-year calculation.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:43 AM Inflation should be looked at as a yearly average, not an individual month.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:34 PM The lawyers do not believe we have compromised our court deal. Our leadership would not have sold us out. We dodged a bullet. The Premier had something loaded even if we are not sure what it was. The idea that we could simply return to work is not guaranteed. I think a no vote could easily lead to the Liberals locking us out again because the Premier wants to crush us and she will use any excuse. She did not want to take the advice of her people and do this deal. I am certain a plan for drastic action (where we have to take the concessions they had planned) or worse - was in place. We can't guarantee the press will do any better job explaining the complexities should we say no. They rarely sided with us in markets outside of Vancouver where people are more political and they often misled or allowed others to mislead. They are not helping and would sensationalize. This would see dissolution of support very quickly - especially if we asked for wages. (Though admittedly it angers me that we can't ask for wages without being accused of being greedy when that is what most bargaining units do). But we have argued this is about kids and while this is not ideal - it is better to have teachers than not. The deal does suck in that it does not bring us to par - but this fight needs to be won with a strategy that is political and capacity will do that in another round. We have some support - but it is limited to the choir. We need to have the pews too. We need to build that capacity while working and continue to find allies because the fight is bigger than most people want to consider. This is about ideology and about privatization. Education always was political but never more so than now and we have to fight this party or the conservatives who would do the same or worse. No teacher who is responsible can ignore the politics any longer. That is simply the truth. If you work in the system you better get informed and you better be prepared to fight until retirement for the system. That said, I want to ask the same question others are asking: Why is this the job of 42,000 teachers and not the job of all citizens who want equality to fight for this right? It is time (while the conversation is still on-going and up to and including election night) for us to guide the public where we can but mainly play our part by not propping the system up. Make poverty known. Make noise about shortfalls, ask questions (in the media or in board offices ) about who is going to fix it instead of paying ourselves, volunteer some but wait for the pubic to step up so they see what schools lack. I hate the deal too. But I trust Vince Ready and Iker and I don't think we could have done better right now. I think we dodged a bullet because I have read everything this government has put out and followed the trail. They plan to privatize and they are just looking for the route. Voting YES for now does not mean we are giving up. It does not mean a win in the way we wanted but we have won a battle that will lead to us winning the war. If we don't rest up and stock up we might not get there.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:57 PM Well, if it is bigger than just this battle, then we will need ALL the unions to strike if they do indeed use drastic (draconian) measures. I say it is time for ALL of the unions to call a general strike. I guarantee that they will not like that one bit. What will they do then? Call the army? :) People in Europe, at the end of the 19th century stood up in mines. General strikes do occur in Europe and have. If you think you had it tough, think of them who stood tall for US in tougher times and conditions. Make sacrifices. Sell furniture. Tutor on the side. Ask for the BCTF money. Ask your banker to help. As friends and relatives. If we say NO, it won't last long. If they legislate us back, let's call a general province-wide strike of all unions. Delete Reply Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:47 AM Between CC's smug smile as she celebrates slaughtered teachers and Jim Iker's goofy grin - seemingly unaware that he has been a willing puppet, I am thoroughly disgusted. Over the next 5 years, teachers will be in an increasingly bad situation financially, classrooms will continue to be too large and complex with increasing medical, social and environmental issues impacting academic delivery. It could not be less obvious that things will continue to worsen. The Liberals have ensured that BC is rapidly becoming the Canadian Monaco for rich off shore interests and wealthy corporations. Soon the underpaid "workers" will have to be bussed in daily to Vancouver - Asian style. The only recourse is to move to just about any other province and bring in up to $100,000 more over the six years with much less cost of living. So we are bailing, encouraged by friends who have gotten positions in Manitoba and Alberta. My colleagues and I discovered through contacting several school boards across Canada that specialist (special needs and behavioural) and secondary science teachers are in particular demand. I want to work in a professional, respectful environment where the needs of all children are considered a priority and where I feel inspired to do my best. However, I want my vote to reflect the wishes of teachers who will be here over the next 6 (5) years, so very much appreciate your blog and opportunity to read the comments.ReplyDelete Bert SlaterSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:11 AM To vote YES will throw away 12 years of effort, and 2 victories in BC Supreme Court. To vote YES will be to snatch defeat from the jaws of victory. If you vote YES what bargaining power do you think you will have - the government will do nothing, and then what do you think you will do - take job action? PLEASE VOTE NO.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:59 PM Time to show you have a spine!Delete Reply RodSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:06 AM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Cool HandSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 AM Wouldn't a 'No' vote be a vote of no confidence in the BCTF itself?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:02 AM Not at all. It is just a message to the leadership we need to do better. The strength of the union is the members, and we support the leadership by giving them direction through democratic means.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:40 PM I disagree. How else can a recommendation by the EC to vote yes be interpreted? Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:00 PM I am sure people will interpret this both ways, but it is a vote. If it is supposed to be a "Yes", because it might be interpreted one way, then why bother having a vote?Delete Kate TSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:07 AM Yes , it would be. I don't think we could come out much better than this with this government. How will a No obtain that? Christy will be happy, she can declare the BCTF gone and roll out her plan to privatize. Delete Reply David DeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:06 AM A no vote would be a rejection of a the court victories defied by the government and an inadequate deal containing some vague promises that won't meet the needs of teachers or students on class size and other important issues.In Ontario elementary teachers get 200 minutes of prep time per 5 day cycle. I know there is financial hardship, but the union has received close to $2 million in donations from other unions; is there no way of accessing hardship funds? At minimum, vote no and return to work on work to rule with various strike options.ReplyDelete Erica JonesSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:25 AM This article actually makes me so mad. It is NOT better for the kids that they have missed almost all of june and all of september. This is what you signed up for in BC as a teacher. Get on board or GET OUT.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:20 PM Is this really what teachers signed up for? At my high school, each class has about 30 kids, with an average of 17 kids per classroom with an identified learning disability. Our district says that there should be no more than 4 kids per classroom.. How do you expect non-specialist teachers to help each student when over half of them require more resources because of a learning disability? Furthermore, are you generalizing the "better-ness" to all the kids in BC? Because I don't think that it would be better if kids went back considering the learning environment isn't up to par. There are barely any Education Assistants, and support teachers for the multitude of children who need them. While I recognize and appreciate your enthusiasm for education, please realize that the public school system isn't a daycare. Also, please think about your words and the learning environment prior to speaking out. By the way, we're not an autocracy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:08 PM I can understand your frustration! Understand mine! I almost died at 7:30 pm one night returning from teaching a FI split class with several students who did not get enough support or no support at all. The principal expressed to me that he expected me to teach 2 different social studies programs and 2 different science programs. ANYONE I talked to knows that this is impossible to do, especially in French Immersion when kids get no support at home and books are often too hard for students to read. I had to quit my job. I did it for me and did it for the kids. I was like a surgeon who is asked to operate on 5 patients with an old scalpel with 2 inexperienced nurses. Predictably, 4 patients would die and I would be reprimanded! Teachers are put in terrible conditions and kids too. I hope you have the openmind to consider the reality of this honest personal anecdote. I also wish you to understand that this is likely not an isolated incident. What will it take? A kid to commit suicide because he or she is not getitng enough support?Delete Reply hilarySeptember 17, 2014 at 10:29 AM It is incorrect to equate lost funding with what the teachers would have received in grievances. The two are not equivalent. The starting position of the BCTF was $225M, so they never expected $3B to resolve grievances. I'm also interested to know where you get your figures on overcrowded classrooms. A recent Globe and Mail article says that classrooms are, on average, smaller than the caps set in 2002.ReplyDelete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:36 AM The signing bonus should be roughly $2500 each: 105 million divided by 41 thousand.ReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:53 AM It is not that simple. The $105 million is to be allocated by the union. The term "signing bonus" has been crossed off on the signed document. Some of that money may be used to pay union debts. Don't know this but clarification would be useful.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:16 PM Just quoting from the CBC news website, "And finally there are details of $105-million fund to settle grievances stemming from the ongoing court case. The BCTF says that money will be given out as a signing bonus, with specific amount yet to be determined."Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:34 AM I think it would be smart to put at least part of it into your strike fund.Delete Reply WheelsSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:55 AM If the money is used as a signing bonus, it should be based on FTEReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:12 PM Yes I am sure it will be based on FTE. The question is how much of the $105 Million is actually distributed. This is up to the union, and I am told that it is yet to be decided.Delete GuruSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:44 PM And don't forget all the retired teachers who are entitled to a share of it.Delete Reply Geoff OrmeSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:18 PM In another discussion of this someone suggested that under BC Labour Law a no vote means rejection of the proposed deal, and that means the strike continues until either: - the union in question elects to stand down - another tentative deal is presented or - the government imposes a legislated contract. I think the last of these is the most likely, and I believe the legislated contract would be draconian and brutal. What do you think, Tara? Also, I would appreciate your thoughts on Sandy Garossino's comments at https://storify.com/Garossino/should-teachers-accept-the-contractReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:14 PM If this is so, in a few month (likely a couple of years), teachers will win so much more with a Supreme Court judgment! It is possible that the Liberals know that the higher courts are stacked by Liberal judges (that is what happen when judges are chosen, not elected). In any case, a negative settlement (or not a great judgment) will galvinize the public to reform the way the Supreme court judges are being chosen. I doubt that any govn't will want that to happen. A legislated contract will make the LIbs look like sociopaths and dictators.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:47 PM Peter I think you are expecting far too much from the public, many of whom are only paying attention to this matter due to kids being home from school. The public are not remotely this savvy on the political process.Delete Reply IslanderSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:09 PM I am a continuing education teacher. We have it even worse and we are not listened to enough about our poor conditions. Those include no prep time (and we do have to mark and do report cards many times a year sometimes and commonly for 30 students in a class), travelling to different schools with no compensation, and having next to no breaks in between 3 hour classes. I worked for two years with no lunch break and taught 6 hours straight (just 15 min. breaks) to be told, "don't complain since there are others who will do it". We then got 15 min. breaks in between classes. Most of our students are wealthy immigrants, many who try to stay in classes as long as possible since the classes are free. After spending a year in Germany, I realize how better organized it is where the immigrants pay to learn the language on a sliding scale, and have to pay for a student book as well for each class. We do not even have text books, but photocopy so much at tax payers' expense. This is not right. I then teach summer school since we were not on a 12 month continual salary and most of those students are also immigrants (at least 75%). This is also free and it is becoming so common and the new immigrants know this is free babysitting and tutoring. I think one main problem is that we have so many new immigrants in our classes who need ESL like this article states about our inclusion style of education nowadays: http://www.vancouversun.com/life/Shelley+Fralic+trouble+with+schools/10203596/story.html I am honored to be teaching and like my job, but it does get exhausting especially since I need two or three jobs to pay the mortgage that I now no longer have.. back to renting since it all I can afford in this city that has become so expensive. And many don't realize that it is very very difficult to get to full time work as a teacher here. There was a formula that made it take about 10 years to get to f/t (now finally changed). I have been without pay for 3 months, and now had to finally rent a place in anticipation of returning to work, so I have to vote "yes", but please keep the comments coming for what alternatives we have. Maybe we have to just educate the public in a better way than picketing; maybe get out and walk around malls and talk to people and hand out pamphlets on how this liberal government is hurting this. Most Asians (probably just the new who are from such a different system) are already against the teachers since they do not seem to understand what is going on. http://www.vancouversun.com/Business/asia-pacific/Chuck+Chiang+Many+Asian+families+place+blame/10202757/story.htmlReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:17 PM First of all, myn thoughts are with you! I think your ideas about using different strategies is smart. Picketing is not a very good strategy to let people know about things. I think using the membership to flood media comment sections would be more effective. Going to talk to the public might be a good idea along with this, I think. Phone the BCTF and ask for support.Delete Reply Marsha HolleySeptember 17, 2014 at 1:36 PM A teachers wife Vote no you have come to far to back down. It is a -----Y DEAL. ReplyDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:45 PM Ask yourself WHY teachers cannot get 1/2 of the average increase in salary of the private sector? (The Libs will tell you because there are sooooooo many teachers, but I also hear that there are provinces where there is a need for teachers!) TORONTO - A new study says that Canadians, on average, can expect about the same size salary increase next year as in 2014. Human resources consultants Pal Benefits says a survey of 401 organizations, mainly in Ontario, Alberta and British Columbia, projected salary increase for 2015 at an average of 2.79 per cent. That was almost unchanged from the 2.74 per cent average increase projected in last year's survey. Meanwhile, in addition to the average salary increase remaining relatively steady year over year, the survey found that the percentage of employers who plan to freeze salaries appears to have stabilized at eight per cent —in the same percentages as was projected in 2014. Breaking down the numbers further, the survey found the average salary increase anticipated in the engineering, financial services and high technology sectors was three per cent. That compared with an average of 2.5 per cent on the low end for organizations in durable manufacturing. https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.htmlReplyDelete "Mama Rose"September 17, 2014 at 9:12 PM I used to agree with you, Tara, and appreciate you bringing these items to your blog to get us all thinking. But after a very long night and day of research and discussion, I realize I will be voting yes tomorrow. Here is why: I don't care about salary or benefit increases. That is not why I went on strike. I don't care if this tentative deal is not good for teachers. That's not why I went on strike either. For me, the single most important issue is class size and composition. I want to work in a classroom where I have enough time and resources available to me to adequately help all the students I teach. And while it is true that this tentative deal will not change anything in the classrooms right now (or at least most of our classrooms), I realized that we couldn't actually make changes in that area because the issues of cs and c is before the courts. When I made that connection and realized that this round of bargaining was really about a "good enough" agreement regarding wages, then the deal seems, well... good enough. BUT, the best part, is the language the BCTF legal team made around the furture court decision (the re-opener). They have it in writing that if we win the court case (which is likely) and when we have to start bargaining class size and comp again (that is exactly what Justice Susan Griffin said we would have to do) we will be STARTING from the 2002 levels. To make this simple to understand, I explained it to my friends using a number line. With this new language, the BCTF starts the next round of bargaining at say a 50. The government will want us to go to 10 or 15, and we'll compromise and end up maybe 25. But WITHOUT that language, we would have started bargaining at a 10 and only gone down from there. So I do believe it is the best deal possible, it still factors in the biggest issue (from my perspective), we do not lose the important gains of the past, and most importantly, everyone gets to go back to school.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 PM Mam Rose, I appreciate your point of view and your courage. However, let me point out to you and the readers that a decision at the BC supreme court might not turn out the way teachers anticipate. We all know that judges are appointed and who does the appointing? "All justices of the BCSC (including the position of Chief Justice and Associate Chief Justice) are appointed by the federal cabinet, on recommendation of the Minister of Justice. Masters are appointed by the provincial cabinet, on recommendation of the Attorney General in consultation with the Chief Justice." (Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Supreme_Court_of_British_Columbia) Now, I would like to think that all of those people are objective, but they are appointed and we know that there are political appointments. They have a lot of discretion over the laws and judgments. I am willing to bet that the BC Liberals do know this and are betitng the farm (or do they know something we don't know) that the Supreme Courts are stacked against teachers? So, I am not sure if we can count on a WIN if we proceed with the court ruling. I think we would be better to negotiate and negotiate a better deal.Delete Reply retaSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:57 AM Yes...no...yes...no...The last two days have been this. I’ve read so many articles and comments over the past few months and, I can say, I have learned a lot. I know this is not a great deal for teachers right now. I will be voting yes. This is why… 1. The children. Without going into the multiple issues (e.g., grad, post secondary, trades, sports, global education/trips, planned activities, those with varying degrees of special needs, those that need a soft place to land, etc., etc.) the children need to get on with their education. 2. The parents. For many parents, this strike is a financial burden. We do not like to be called baby sitters, but for many living below the poverty line, school is a financial relief. Winter is coming; gas bills will be expensive. 3. Poverty. Remember, BC has the highest child poverty rate in Canada. Schools feed and clothe numerous children. 4. The other systems educators work collaboratively with. MFCD, CYMH, foster parents, group homes, and the multitude of non-profit agencies that support vulnerable children and families are bursting at the seams. We are a part of that team. 5. CUPE. While some have been paid during this strike, that money is coming from districts. It was not provided by the government. And, CUPE is a partner in education - from the bus drivers to the tech dept to custodians to secretaries to EAs and so on. 6. Small Businesses. In our little towns, the school district is the number one employer. There is a direct cause-effect relationship between loss of wage and loss of business. 7. Money. The amount of money that is needed to reverse the erosion of the public education system over numerous years cannot be recouped in one sitting. This agreement is a start. It’s not much but the stage has been set. 8. THE COURT CASE. That is why we were on strike. All the other stuff could have been resolved months ago, but our government was working hard to make the court case go away. Well, it still exists. I consider that the victory. We live to fight another day (as rhetorical as that sounds) AND I hope people actually read the ruling and think critically about how a loss could impact the future of the Charter of Rights, and the power of government to contravene those rights. I am guessing we will vote to ratify as so many fear “what’s next?” from this government. It’s nasty business, and I think legislation would be next. VALUING PUBLIC EDUCATION needs to come from a STRONG, CONSISTENT public voice. If we do ratify the agreement, and those in the profession and public think we've given up, we have not. We’ve been fighting for years. We just haven’t been heard… until now. ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:21 AM I understand your point of view, but sometimes you have to fight to get what you want. This is a VERY bad deal, considering: Other people get on average 2.5% salary increases last year and this year and the next and the rest of us get 1% and must feel happy if we do.? (https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html) THIS DEAL is a horrendously BAD deal for kids/parents as well, of course. We are going to continue to be humiliated and be the laughing stock of many people of this province. After a decade of paycuts, WOW, this is what they are willing to offer! WOW! WOW! WOW!Delete Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:30 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Reply Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:37 PM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:08 PM Let's cross our fingers! I think we need a general strike by all unions if CC legislates teachers back. It is time to put the foot down and tell her and the Liberals that, as in the movie Network,"I am mad as hell and I won't take it anymore!"Delete Reply Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 8:26 PM Needs help on some stats for an online debate Looking for the last 10 or 15 years of contractual salary increases in %. So, 1% for 2001, 0% for 2002,...ReplyDelete Children FirstSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:00 PM Well it's all done now. Really hope the teacher's can find another angle to deal with class size and composition as well as student funding. The government will make sure the coming court case never swings your way no matter what. 2nd most expensive place to live in the the world!!! Wonder why and where the money goes??? ReplyDelete AnonSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 PM I'm an outsider, but have followed closely this whole fiasco and this is a RAW deal. Your union hung you out to dry on this one - taking a really bad deal (clearly no one from the BCTF had rudimentary math skills in their toolbox) and then publicly encouraging to the media that teachers accept the deal....what choice did you have - a no vote would have outraged the public. I could go on and on, but the bottom line, in my opinion, is that your union better get some stronger leaders who are PR and technology savvy. Out with Iker and the rest of those who bargained on your behalf - they just got ......well , we know that happened. Whew, can't even believe how screwed you got, absolutely amazing - nothing meaningful gained in the big picture and only very minor gains for a small group of people, bigger losses for the majority.. Wow - I better stop now. Best of luck. Thanks for all you do for our children. ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ▼  September (9) Reflections on the BC Teacher Strike BC Teacher strike - Lessons learned Response to Sandy Garossino Will the Education Fund improve classroom conditio... Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Class composition: a human rights perspective Class size and composition - a short visual histor... Guest post - I WILL HOLD THE LINE Teachers - let your leadership know it is time to ... ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/11/technology-in-school-how-much-is-too.html?showComment0751353611711588,Staffroom Confidential: Technology in school? How much is too much Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, November 20, 2012 Technology in school? How much is too much When a parent visits a daycare, top of their minds is what kind of activities their children will be doing. A typical visit includes a description of the day, from play time, to nap time, to out door time. Most day cares proudly announce that they have no or very little screen time - be it television or computers. But suddenly, the "critical thinkers" in the education policy world think we should be infusing and transforming our schools, including our primary classrooms, with endless numbers of screens and gadgets. Class sets of iPads, BYOD (bring your own device), blended learning...there is a never ending push for more technology in teaching. Just today I had a look at a slideshow from Brian Kuhn, an IT Manager of School District 43. The show is entitled Brittania Elementary Education Technology Ideas (http://www.slideshare.net/bkuhn/britannia-elementary-educational-technology-ideas-nov2012) and displays the so-called wonders of using digital cameras, smart phones, ipads and laptops in elementary school. While no doubt many of the activities presented are fun, engaging, and involve some learning, nowhere was there a critical look at a most basic question: how much technology is appropriate for children? what are the downsides? at what age? and critically, how much is too much? Or, to put it visually, do we want schools with more of this:  (http://www.flickr.com/photos/56155476@N08/6659978347/) or with more of this: (http://www.flickr.com/photos/wwworks/3120816179/sizes/m/in/photostream/) Far away from the education policy makers, other fields of study - notably pediatrics and child psychology - are making some very relevant critiques of the dangers of screen time, particularly for children and teenagers. Dr. Larry Rosen, writing for Psychology Today, describes a recent study of students: "Recently my research team observed nearly 300 middle school, high school and university students studying something important for a mere 15 minutes in their natural environments. We were interested in whether they could maintain focus and, if not, what might be distracting them. Every minute we noted exactly what they were doing, whether they were studying, if they were texting or listening to music or watching television in the background, and if they had a computer screen in front of them and what websites were being visited. The results were startling. First, these students were only able to focus and stay on task for an average of three minutes at a time and nearly all of their distractions came from technology. [By the way, other researchers have found similar attention spans with computer programmers and medical students.] The major culprit: their smartphone and their laptop were providing constant interruptions. We also looked at whether these distractors might predict who was a better student. Not surprisingly those who stayed on task longer and had study strategies were better students. The worst students were those who consumed more media each day and had a preference for working on several tasks at the same time and switching back and forth between them. One additional result stunned us: If they checked Facebook just once during the 15-minute study period they were worse students. It didn’t matter how many times they looked at Facebook; once was enough." (http://www.psychologytoday.com/blog/rewired-the-psychology-technology/201204/attention-alert-study-distraction-reveals-some-surpris) Dr. Marilyn Price-Mitchell, a developmental psychologist, writes on her web site about the effects on children of over stimulation from television: "In 1970, the average age at which children watched television was four years old. Today, the average age is four months. The typical child before the age of five is watching 4 ½ hours of television per day, 40% of their waking hours! Recent studies have linked television to the over-stimulation of an infant’s brain, leading to the development of Attention-Deficit/Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD) in young children." (http://rootsofaction.com/blog/are-we-over-stimulating-young-children-dimitri-christakis/) She is referring to studies by Dr. Dimitri Christakis, MD, on the effect of television viewing on children. Dr. Christakis has produced a TED talk on the topic of media and children, and suggests parents need to ensure their children are on a "media diet". Interestingly, school is one place where children currently escape from their gadgets and screens. But this could be set to change, without much public discussion. This theme is also taken up by Dr. Stuart Shankar, a Canadian researcher involved in the study of self-regulation, who talks about the effects of stress and over stimulation: "What we're seeing is a generation of children whose nervous system is essentially being overstimulated." Reasons included emotional and physiological stressors such as changing marital patterns, parental stress, changes in extended family involvement, increased use of the television, video games and the internet, and exposure to damaging themes via marketing and the media. "We're concerned about the dramatic increase in television viewing, which is a physiological stressor because so much of the brain's energy is used on visual processing," Dr Shanker says. (http://au.news.yahoo.com/thewest/lifestyle/a/-/article/13946118/childrens-stress-levels-soar/) The corporations who stand to make substantial profits from technology in education have spent a decade promoting the "edtech" business. They are single minded - they want as much technology in schools as possible. And they are on the cusp of getting what they want in growing numbers of jurisdictions all over the world. Layers of education policy makers and bureaucrats now mindlessly push technology without any discussion about potential drawbacks or health concerns, but rather just the "more is better" mantra. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 5:57 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 9 comments: Kerry TurnerNovember 22, 2012 at 8:31 AM Dr Larry Rosen also says that, "Social networking can provide tools for teaching in compelling ways that engage young students."ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeNovember 22, 2012 at 4:55 PM True. I don't think Larry Rosen quite gets how much the edtech business is trying to push technology in schools. He's not an educator.Delete Reply AnonymousNovember 22, 2012 at 10:55 AM I understand your concern. That said, when you pose your visual question of whether we want more of this [child on tablet] or this [teacher reading to students], I would answer: I want both at the pedagogically appropriate times. I doesn't need to be one or the other. Furthermore, whether we like it or not, our children and society is changing. I think it's more important for educators to teach children to appropriate use/apply/evaluate/critique technology and media rather than abstain from it.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeNovember 22, 2012 at 11:34 AM You know, I am happy I had my own child 13 years ago, because I look around today and I see little toddlers in restaurants with iphones to keep them busy. I would have done the same thing I bet, but iphones didn't exist then, so we had toys we brought. It is the very engagement of gagdets, and the gamification of educational apps and software, that make them good baby sitters at home and appealing in schools where large classes lead to behaviour issues. Why is it pedagogically appropriate to use iPads in Kindergarden? Why should we begin schooling with the most addictive tools? What does this do to young children who are learning to focus and concentrate? I agree it is not one or the other - I support some technology use in upper grades. But that is not what is going on...right now edu-policy-wonks and edtech businesses would have us believe ALL technology is better.Delete AnonymousNovember 22, 2012 at 5:12 PM "Why is it pedagogically appropriate to us iPads in Kindergarten?" You should ask a K teacher who IS using them. And furthermore, why not? You can ask a Kindergarten student to draw you a picture of a farm and they will give you something that barely resembles anything (which DEFINITELY has it's own merits) or you can give them an iPad and they can construct an environment with drop and drag pictures with environments rich in context. " Why should we begin schooling with the most addictive tools?" "Addictive?" That's a pretty biased way to look at it. Proponents of iPads would use the word "engaging." All in all, the problem I have in with your position is the lack of balance. I concede that there are some issues with technology in the classroom. But they are the same issues that technology is bringing to society as a whole. And to completely ignore the positive that they bring is unjust. Your article simply dissuades those teachers who are on the fence with using technology away from trying to implement them into their teaching. Which in the end does them and their students a disservice.Delete Tara EhrckeNovember 23, 2012 at 8:31 AM If we want to allow young children to explore and learn creatively, there is a good argument that pre-defined drawing and painting programs do just the opposite. Moreover, children are already using these apps and programs at home...why would we replicate that in school? Why not use school for social, natural, interactive play based activities? If our goal is to stuff young children with mass amounts of information, there is evidence that technology such as iPad apps can do that (e.g. increase vocabulary), but it is not clear to me that should be our goal for Kindergarten. Perhaps in limited circumstances with children who have particular deficits coming into school. Addictive - yes. The DSM - V is already considering internet addiction as a diagnosis and there is plenty of evidence from the medical community about addictive behaviours and electronic devices. The programmers who make educational apps know and use addictive techniques on purpose, such as randomly placed rewards that trigger dopamine responses. Read more here: http://topics.nytimes.com/top/features/timestopics/series/your_brain_on_computers/Delete Reply Kevin AmboeNovember 22, 2012 at 11:15 AM Tara, "nowhere was there a critical look at a most basic question: how much technology is appropriate for children? what are the downsides? at what age? and critically, how much is too much?" Do we ask how much pencil time is appropriate? How much worksheet time is too much? The choice of photos was interesting. I want neither situation suggested. A single student reading text is not why I want iPads in classrooms. Children sitting in rows listening to a teacher read a story where they can barely see the photos is also not what I want. This one with an expert showing a student where they can find more information while in the field doing research is a better use that both of the others. http://www.flickr.com/photos/pennstatelive/5815275683/ or even better 3 students having a conversation working on a project together. It is not about the technology. It is about learning. http://www.flickr.com/photos/56155476@N08/6660073135/in/photostream/ I think the issue of primary, intermediate, secondary is a red herring in terms of technology use. We would think it criminal to not teach a student to read until grade 4. Reading is a skill that is integral to learning for their entire life. If we say that primary don't do technology, I would argue that is just as criminal. Students need to be learners and literate citizens for today. iPads are a tool, just like plasticene, just like video cameras, just like paper and pencil that can be used for reading, writing, creating and communicating. No one is used at the exclusion of others. The IRPs were changed years ago now to recognize that reading and writing were to include digital or media. Saying all of that, my personal belief is using the right tool at the right time. If students don't have access to tools, they can't be empowered to make those choices, instead the teacher stays as the one in charge of their learning. We also don't need to accept research of others on related topics and try to draw connections to our work. In Surrey, we are doing more than 70 inquiry based projects investigating teaching and learning with technology. These are teacher directed projects shaped around their inquiry questions. Feedback from K - 12 has been impressive with positive impacts on teachers, students, and student learning. KevinReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeNovember 22, 2012 at 11:27 AM Hi Kevin, Yes - we do ask how many worksheets are appropriate, as we should! And being read to as a group should not disappear...it should simply be done in small enough classes that seeing the book is not an issue. As to early reading, some Montessori advocates think we teach reading much too early, and there is certainly a debate over early learning. Finland begins school at age 7. Here we are trending towards earlier and earlier starting ages. At competitive private schools it is even worse - reading begins at age 3. All of this earlier seems to be driven by some notion that kids need to get further faster. They don't. Childhood should be enjoyed. The question I pose is not whether or not technology can be helpful in teaching (I agree that it can in some circumstances, and that is a pedagogical question), but rather whether those benefits have to be weighed against other considerations, such as health. The evidence from other fields suggest there are considerable health implications including sedentary behaviour and attention disorders. However, even from a learning perspective, there is plenty of evidence that the instant feedback and the hyper engagement of many technologies impacts the degree to which students are able to focus and concentrate. Not all learning is "fun" and not all education should be "edutainment". I am not arguing for zero technology in schools, but right now the ed-tech movement wants us to embrace all the technology without considering either the health or pedagogical questions. That is just wrong.Delete Reply AnonymousNovember 22, 2012 at 12:09 PM I heard about a story, where a school district provided their entire staff with new IPADS because the staff are falling behind the kids in their knowledge of technology. So now we are sending our kids to school to teach the teachers. There needs to be some balance...like previously said, our world is changing so there needs to be some ability to keep up with our technological progress but we need to remember that there was no issues with the way that Learning and Teaching took place to begin with so the old saying "Don't fix whats not broken" applies to this. BALANCE is key...we see it for diets and for excercise and we should be seeing it for learning as well.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ▼  November (6) Technology in school? How much is too much Corporate advertising in public schools Thoughts on parent advocacy and the Moore decision... Technology in a 21st Century Learning Inc world The slow death of special education Attacks on public education are working...where is... ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=21553&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > September 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 23, Number 1, September 2010   Report cards early indicators of personality in adulthood  By Misty Harris   Comments written on report cards by teachers may be the best way to preview who your child will be as an adult. Research that shows teachers’ evaluations of youngsters’ personalities 40 years ago hold true today, with the now middle-aged subjects behaving in ways highly consistent with their childhood assessments, according to a study in the journal Social Psychological and Personality Science. “It really speaks to the remarkable stability of personality,” says study co-author Christopher Nave, a doctoral candidate at the University of California Riverside. “What people see in you as a child really does translate to behaviours that others can see throughout the majority of your life.” Between 1959 and 1967, some 2,400 elementary school students of different ages and ethnicities were recruited for a research project in which their personalities were assessed by teachers. Decades later, many of those same people returned for a videotaped followup. Of this group, 144 were randomly selected for Nave’s study, which was sponsored by the National Institute on Aging through a grant to the Oregon Research Institute. In comparing teachers’ original observations with the present-day evaluations, researchers discovered that the vast majority of participants hadn’t changed in terms of core personality. “There seems to be some wiggle room,” says Nave. “But, in general, our conclusion is that we’re recognizably the same person across time and across contexts.” For example, study participants rated as having low adaptability as kids were observed as adults to have awkward interpersonal styles, say negative things about themselves, and seek more advice. Those with high adaptability as children were found as adults to be cheerful, possess strong social skills, and enjoy novel situations. People prone to self-minimizing tendencies in childhood grew into adults who sought out reassurance, expressed insecurity, belittled themselves, and indulged in self-pity. And those youths who were highly talkative were observed in adulthood to be fluent speakers, have a high degree of intelligence, and lots of ambition. Psychologist Delroy Paulhus, a professor at the University of British Columbia, says it’s also important to remember that even if certain personality attributes remain constant, their implications can still change with environment and age.  Misty Harris, Vancouver Sun, July 29, 2010. Reprinted with permission.  )
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=19924,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 2, October 2009  What does social justice have to do with a union? By Patrik Parkes Occasionally, other BCTF teachers tell me that social justice issues are merely a distraction, that we should focus exclusively on our own labour concerns. What, they ask, do homelessness, unethical pension investments, or slaughter in Gaza (among other things) have to do with our concerns as teachers? Such questions—although they need to be asked—betray a misunderstanding of the context in which we work. For those who doubt our need, as a union, to be concerned for external social justice, here’s my response: a society that lacks communitarian values is certain to have no interest whatsoever in improving conditions for teachers. A society in which it is deemed acceptable to let people freeze to death on its streets, to invest pension funds in weapons development, and for its allies to massacre unarmed civilians, is certain not to give a damn about class composition or teachers’ wages. Especially, not when many see their own (frequently far worse) working conditions eroded in a free-market race to the bottom. At the end of 2008, a market crash resulted in hardship—in many cases extreme hardship—for its victims. In essence, this resulted from a system that prioritized short-term, individual profit, with little or no concern for social costs. But it’s not just governments and banks that need to learn from this. As a union, we also need to start thinking more deeply about our long-term goals and social responsibilities. As teachers, we have an opportunity to help shape the kind of society in which we want to live. We need to educate students to acquire tools of critical analysis and awareness of community. But we won’t be able to do so unless we also start educating ourselves. In 2002, Henry Milner’s Civic Literacy outlined (with a Canadian focus) a disturbing lack of political and social awareness in North America. And judging by Chris Hedge’s more recent account in Empire of Illusion (although with a US focus) the situation has not improved. Hedges describes a callous, irrational, and atomized society—in fact, the very kind of society that has no use for the communitarian values on which a public education system should be based. So, if we want to repair and improve that system, we’d better start working toward the kind of society that will nurture it. A lot of excellent social justice work is done through the BCTF, and we can do much more to model the kind of values we’d like to see reflected in society. This fall, locals will start preparing resolutions for the 2010 BCTF AGM. Let’s make sure social justice concerns are reflected in these motions, that we don’t regard them as superfluous by putting them at the end of agendas, and that we discuss them in a transparent and democratic manner. Let’s use this opportunity to educate fellow teachers, and the general public, about the kind of society we’d like to build. Patrik Parkes teaches at Moscrop Secondary School, Burnaby and edits the Peace and Global Education newsletter (www.pagebc.ca) Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/04/on-bill-22-lrb-report-cards-and-raw.html?showComment0751335457115231,Staffroom Confidential: On Bill 22, the LRB, report cards, and raw power Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Wednesday, April 25, 2012 On Bill 22, the LRB, report cards, and raw power On Friday last week, the Labour Relations Board issued an order insisting that BC teachers complete an extra report card by this Friday. There is a lot to say about this, but let's start with the outcomes: 1. Parents will get an abridged report card next week, and then a very similar one in six weeks time. Very little will be accomplished with respect to student learning. In fact, in all likelihood, the biggest impact to student learning will be from the stressed out, overtired teachers this week. 2. Teachers are more upset and demoralized than ever. One district will be wearing red on Friday. The overwhelming feeling is that of disrespect for the teaching profession and teachers as individuals. Teachers perceive this as an exercise of power, not a sensible pedagogical choice. And they are right. Even the employer's association, BCPSEA, said as much in their application to the labour board. 3. It is more clear than ever that the only remaining lawful form of protest under Bill 22 is the withdrawal of voluntary and extra curricular activities. The report card issue has probably motivated more teachers to adhere to the vote results last week to stop these activities. The employer, the government and school boards like to say they are acting in students' interests. But in this case, they were simply exercising raw power. The case put forward by the employer did not reference students, the necessity of report cards or the need to report for vulnerable students. The argument from the employer was simply that they have the right to issue an order and have it complied with. They relied on the Education Improvement Act (Bill 22) to support their case. Teachers no longer have the right to collective action so they must do what we say. The labour board did issue the order, and it was reliant on Bill 22 in doing so. The experience has shone a light on what life for teachers will be like under Bill 22 - a world where BCPSEA, the Ministry of Education, School Boards, Superintendents and Principals make decisions and everyone must simply do as they are told. This experience was replicated at the District and school level. In my District, Greater Victoria, the Superintendent issued requirements for reporting on Friday. Then, on Tuesday, they changed. No longer could teachers use the report card format in use at their school for years, they had to use software not always available (Report Writer) or an old District template from the 1990's that is no longer accurate. Some teachers who spent the entire weekend completing their reports were told to re-do them on Tuesday. Some teachers were told to submit reports on over 300 students in less than a week, on top of their regular teaching duties. In Vancouver, where an agreement had been reached for end of year reports, the Board simply reneged on the agreement and changed the rules. Gone will be the days of collaboration in schools. The new model is indeed that of master and slave - directions and being directed. The exercise of raw power. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 5:38 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 2 comments: Skinny DipperApril 25, 2012 at 7:25 PM The BCTF should put a "pink notice" informing all teacher-applicants not to apply for positions in any BC public schools. If a teacher does accept a position, that teacher will not receive the support from other teachers or from the union.ReplyDelete JasonApril 26, 2012 at 9:18 AM Teachers better get used to taking orders. This is the 'new order'. Do we have a choice? I think so, but teachers have to be ready to take a stand. That stand may be deemed illegal, but we are up against a government that will change the laws to suit their needs. As workers, our only real power is to withdraw our services. We are withdrawing our voluntary services, but will this be enough? I don't think so. We will, at some point, need to completely withdraw all services if we expect this government to do away with Bill 22, get back to the bargaining table and come up with a fairly negotiated collective agreement. What are teachers afraid of? We have the numbers and there is great power in numbers. It's time to use our power, shut down this disfunctional system and demand that the government take our concerns seriously.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ▼  April (6) Parents take note - Bill 36 is an attack on you On Bill 22, the LRB, report cards, and raw power Bill 22 and US education 'reform' Bill 22 and the erosion of teacher professionalism... Surrey teachers speak to Mr. Abbott Claremont teachers speak about Bill 22 ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9082,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept./Oct. 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, No. 1, Sept./Oct. 2003 Widening wage gap between sexes The general perception is that the pay gap between men and women has been declining as women have moved into better-paid jobs. Some women moved in increasing numbers into higher-paid occupations in the 1990s, and that has tended to reduce earnings gaps. However, much of the shrinking of the pay gap in the 1980s and 1990s was due more to the fact that men were doing badly, than to the fact that women were doing particularly well. (Adjusted for inflation, the median hourly wage of men today is about the same as in the early 1980s.) And the pay gap seems to have stopped closing in recent years. In 2002, the average woman earned $15.82 per hour, 81.6% of the $19.38 per hour earned by the average man. The average hourly wage gap was unchanged from 1997 to 2002. In 2002, women earned 81.6 cents per hour for every $1 earned by men, compared with 81.5 cents in 1997. The average hourly wage gap is smallest for younger workers. In 2002, the average woman earned $534.51 per week, or 70.4% as much as the average man. The gap is bigger for weekly than hourly wages because more women than men work part-time hours, and more men than women work paid overtime. The weekly wage gap shrank very slightly between 1997 and 2002. The shrinking of the annual pay gap—measured by the standard benchmark of average annual earnings of full-year, full-time workers—has halted from the mid-1990s. The average annual earnings of women full-time, full-year earners rose to 73.0% of those of comparable men in 1995, representing an all-time high. However, women’s earnings compared with those of men have stagnated since 1995, and stood at 71.7% in 2000 (the latest year for which data are available). Women with university degrees—traditionally the group with the smallest pay gap—were earning just 69.8% as much as comparable men in 2002, down from an all-time high of 75.9% in 1995. Economy/CLC/CALM Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=29355&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > March 2013 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 25, Number 5, March 2013   The rEvolution: A beginning  By Steve Collins and Hermia Ting   For the first two weeks in January of 2012, 31 teacher education students from UBC participated in an innovation in the delivery of teacher education courses. They were immersed at Hamilton Elementary School in Richmond to complete an integration of two courses: Elementary Social Studies Methods and Educational Studies. The outcome was beyond our expectations in terms of support from all stakeholders, the hard work of our students, the quality of the final product, and mostly, the learning that our students were able to express articulately. Teaching is complex  Current approaches to the education of new teachers in universities tend to mirror the “reductionist” approach that is prevalent in modern society. It is the practice of breaking down complex processes into arbitrarily delineated elements so that they can be examined apart from the chaotic interactions throughout the system. Our philosophy of teaching and theoretical grounding arise from complexity thinking. We view learning as systemic rather than mechanical. Learning environments are in a constant state of change because all of the participants in that environment are interacting continually. This interconnectedness means that students, others in the system, and the environment itself are perpetually interacting, and are therefore adapting, evolving—and learning! The practice of breaking elements of the system down to examine separately, interferes with these interactions. For example, current educational practice at both the university and schools involves separating knowledge into arbitrary subject areas. This creates boundaries instead of a free flow of communication across disparate disciplines. The greatest chasm is between the academy and the practice—university and schools. Enacted learning  In terms of teaching and learning, complexity invites an enactive approach whereby knowledge remains interconnected as it is in its natural state. Learners interact with knowledge in the real world while all of the elements are still connected and in a dynamic process of “co-evolving” with each other. The implication of this for teacher education is that new teachers should learn to teach by teaching in the real world of the school for which they are preparing themselves. Teacher education faculties are aware of this and that is why every student learning to teach has a practicum experience in schools. We propose that all university coursework can become relevant if it is taken up in schools. This is our long-term vision, but last January, we took the first tentative steps at Hamilton Elementary School. Teacher education at Hamilton  We provided an intensive and challenging program that asked students to develop a project plan that focused on their students’ needs and interests first, and then to attend to broad government curricular mandates. They observed classrooms to inquire about the systemic roots of social injustice. We built in time for planning in partnership with their instructors, teachers, and kids. They had time to debrief their school experiences and allowed a continual monitoring of their planning progress. This all culminated in a Project Plan Expo in which students displayed artifacts of their plans and articulated their purposes, strategies, and methods. Outcomes  1. Universal endorsements  Not only did this project pass the scrutiny of all of the many stakeholders as we planned and organized, after its completion, we also received strong endorsements at every level. We received written recognition of the project’s success from the Richmond’s superintendent and Hamilton’s principal. At the expo, district representatives, the head of personnel, other instructors, and UBC co-ordinators all encouraged us to continue to develop the program. At this writing, we are in Year Two of “The Hamilton Experience.” 2. Engagement of students  Our students were certainly focussed on their demanding tasks and it was very challenging and intense. However, at the end, all who commented said it was worth it in terms of the depth of understanding of content and their ability to teach what they had planned. This depth was evident when they explained their displays and intentions to visitors at the expo. The key factor was relevance. Everything they did was real and was tested with actual children and inspired by advice from actual teachers. 3. Integration  Our worry from the start was that it would be difficult to meet the learning criteria for two separate courses without sacrificing a seamless integration within an authentic school setting. In fact, in this case, we cannot claim complete success but what did happen was surprising. Our students examined issues of social justice in the school and community, presented on topics in groups while at UBC, and created a fictional case study. With these experiences in mind as they wrote their project plans, it was impossible to not include those perspectives regardless of the main topic of their plans from K to 7. Context is such a powerful influence that when we undertake learning to teach in the real world, everything is already naturally integrated. 4. Context overwhelms the “big picture”  We discovered that our vision of a completely immersed teacher education program had a flaw. The strength of our vision was context. This turned out to also be our biggest obstacle when we asked students to observe issues of social justice in the context of the school. They reported back what they saw in front of their faces. Previously when they were at UBC, they missed the relevance of the missing context to make the theoretical concepts relevant. Now we had the opposite problem. Context obscured systemic thinking. The big picture was obscured. We addressed this by promoting a web-like interactive reporting strategy. We also took them away from the school for a day to work on a fictional case study where an issue of social justice occurred. They did finally get the big picture and it was enhanced by experience within the context of a school. But this will continue to be a difficult challenge for anyone undertaking a contextualized approach to teacher education. A healthy approach to teaching and learning to teach is an interplay between theory, philosophy, practice, and passion. This requires an interplay between context and theoretical grounding within an enacted teaching and learning environment. Steve Collins, PhD, teacher education instructor, UBC; Hermia Ting, teacher, Richmond School Distirct  To view the full report, go to: http://bit.ly/129fr7n )
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/issues/resources.aspx?id=11552&printPage=true,Learning Assistance Description  	Untitled Page  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Issues in Education > Inclusive Education > Teaching to Diversity Learning Assistance Description Prime Function Assist those students who, though they have average or above intelligence, are unable to demonstrate their ability in the classroom. Work with students Work with individuals/small groups of students who have specific needs or learning disabilities that are preventing them from reaching their learning potential. Assessment and Program Planning Assist teachers with detailed curriculum-based and/or level "B" assessments, programming, and an IEP (adapted or modified), if needed. Consultation Using a consultative model through the school-based team communicate necessary information and collaborate with teacher, parent/guardian, administrator, and the student to problem solve. Liaison and Co-ordination Co-ordinate information between school, special services personnel, outside agencies, other community programs, etc. In-Service Education Provide in-service education to teachers on Special methods, materials, programs, etc. Back-up Services Assist with the placement of new students, complete file summaries as needed, and gather information and material to support classroom programs and specific students.)
(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/BCTELA/status/515309866391707648,BC TELA on Twitter: "Let's all come together for an awesome #psaday: BCTELA Conference Registration is now LIVE! http://t.co/snYUO7nrHi Please RT to EVERYONE! :)" টুইটার অনুসন্ধান অনুসন্ধান টুইটার খুঁজুন সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ ভাষা : বাংলা. हिन्दी Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন টুইটার-এ নতুন ? আজই যোগদান করুন » সাইন ইন করুন ফোন, ইমেল বা ব্যবহারকারীর নাম পাসওয়ার্ড সাইন ইন আমাকে মনে রাখুন পাসওয়ার্ড ভুলে গেছেন? ইতিমধ্যে আপনি কি টেক্সট বার্তার মাধ্যমে টুইটার ব্যবহার করছেন? অনুসরণ অনুসরণ করা কর্মসমূহ:অনুসরণ না করা অবরুদ্ধ অবরোধ মুক্ত মুলতুবি বাতিল BC TELA ‏ @BCTELA ২৬ সেপ্টেম্বর Let's all come together for an awesome #psaday: BCTELA Conference Registration is now LIVE! http://bctela.ca/conference-registration-is-now-live/ … Please RT to EVERYONE! :) প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট পুনঃটুইটগুলি ৩ ৬:২০ অপরাহ্ণ - ২৫ সেপ্টেম্বর, ২০১৪ BC TELA থেকে কোন আপডেট মিস্ করবেন না © 2014 টুইটার সম্বন্ধে সহায়তা বিজ্ঞপ্তি তথ্য বন্ধ মিডিয়াটিকে চিহ্নিত করুন এটি ইতিমধ্যে সংবেদনশীল কন্টেন্ট ধারণকারী হিসাবে চিহ্নিত হয়েছে। পতাকা তুলুন এটি সম্ভাব্যরূপে অবৈধ বিষয়বস্তুর ধারণকারী হিসেবে। সমর্পণ করা বাতিল মিডিয়াকে চিহ্নিত করা সম্পর্কে আরো জানুন খারিজ বন্ধ পূর্ববর্তী পরবর্তী বন্ধ একজন ব্যক্তির প্রোফাইলে যান সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ বন্ধ আপনার অনুসরণকারীদের এই পুনঃটুইটটি পাঠাবেন? বাতিল পুনঃটুইট বন্ধ আপনি কি নিশ্চিত যে এই টুইট মুছে দিতে চান? বাতিল মুছে ফেলুন বন্ধ রোধ করন বাতিল রোধ করন আপনার টুইটসমুহে একটি অবস্থান যুক্ত করুন যখন একটি অবস্থানের সঙ্গে আপনার টুইট করেন, টুইটার সেই অবস্থান সংরক্ষণ করে। প্রত্যেক টুইটের আগে আপনি আপনার অবস্থান চালু / বন্ধ করতে পারেন, এবং যে কোনও সময় আপনি আপনার অবস্থানের ইতিহাস মুছে ফেলতে পারেন। আরো জানুন অবস্থান চালু করুন এখন নয় স্থান বন্ধ করুন বন্ধ প্রোফাইল সারসংক্ষেপ বন্ধ আপনার তালিকাসমূহ বন্ধ একটি নতুন তালিকা তৈরি করুন নাম তালিকা বিবরণ 100 অক্ষরের কম, ঐচ্ছিক তালিকাসমূহ:গোপনীয়তা সাধারণ · যে কেউ এই তালিকা অনুসরণ করতে পারেন ব্যক্তিগত · শুধুমাত্র আপনিই এই তালিকায় প্রবেশ করতে পারবেন তালিকা সংরক্ষণ করুন বন্ধ বন্ধ এই টুইট স্থাপিত কর আপনার নীচের ওয়েবসাইটে কোডটি অনুলিপি দ্বারা এই টুইট যোগ করুন * আরও জানুন হুম, সার্ভারে পৌঁছনোর একটি সমস্যা ছিল। পরে আবার চেষ্টা করবেন? প্রকৃত টুইট অন্তর্ভুক্ত করুন অন্তর্ভুক্ত মিডিয়া প্রাকদর্শন বন্ধ টুইটারে নিবন্ধন করুন টুইটারে নেই? নিবন্ধন করুন, আপনির পছন্দের বিষয়গুলির সাথে যুক্ত হন, এবং তাদের বিষয়ে হালনাগাদ পান। একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন » বন্ধ দুটি উপায় (প্রেরণ এবং গ্রহণ) শর্ট কোড: দেশ কোড গ্রাহকদের জন্য মার্কিন যুক্তরাষ্ট্র 40404 (যে কোন) কানাডা 21212 (যে কোন) যুক্তরাজ্য 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM হাইতি 40404 Digicel, Voila আয়ারল্যান্ড 51210 Vodafone, O2 ভারত 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance ইন্দোনেশিয়া 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » অন্য দেশসমুহের এসএসএস সংক্ষিপ্ত কোড দেখুন বন্ধ নিশ্চিতকরণ)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "October is #FosterFamilyMonth. Thank you #BC for opening your homes and hearts to more than 5,900 children and youth." @John_Yap - 11:14pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8858,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, Number 4, March 2004 Privatization: Who wins, and who loses? by Chris Bocking I was fortunate to hear Seth Klein, from the Canadian Centre of Policy Alternatives, speak in mid-November about the winners and losers in the provincial government’s push for privatization. "We must fight against the TINA syndrome," said Klein. TINA stands for "There Is No Alternative." Right-wing governments traditionally repeat that message over and over, and now that it has been faithfully chanted as a regular mantra by the corporate media (The Times-Colonist, The Vancouver Sun, CTV, etc.). Many people take TINA as unalterable truth. Klein pointed out that there are always choices in public-policy decision-making, and now that it is clear that the Liberal tax cuts (personal tax cuts of $1.5 billion, and corporate cuts of $790 million) have been a dismal failure, the Liberals are turning to the Olympics as a last resort. Tax cuts tend to favour high-income earners, as illustrated by the fact that 0.4% of people making over $200,000 received as much extra money from their tax cuts as did the half of the population making $30,000 or less. "There will be a small economic boost with the Olympics," said Klein, "but the net cost to the taxpayer will be about $1.2 billion." Gordon Campbell and his Liberals seem to have become "Olympic Keynesians," touting the many jobs that they think will be created by their public-spending plan. In other words, they admit that public spending can be a powerful way to stimulate the economy, but they are willing to use that method only with their favoured projects, not with public education or the healthcare system. Klein spoke about the dangers of Public-Private Partnerships, or P3s. They are simply a way for governments to shift the initial cash outlay for building infrastructure projects (schools, hospitals, etc.) to private companies. While attractive in the short term for governments trying to appear fiscally responsible, the result is much more expensive, with the taxpayer footing the bill. Private companies cannot borrow money as cheaply as governments can, and they need to build in a profit expectation. Governments will often guarantee a profit to the company involved and design the contract so that the public pays when anticipated earnings do not materialize. Also, private companies try to achieve savings by firing people who are earning a decent wage and replacing them with people willing to work for drastically lower wages. Higher staff turnover and poorer service to the public result. The largest cut that resulted from the government’s haste to reduce the size of government was in the Ministry of Human Resources. "Six-hundred million will be cut from this ministry." The NDP did cut welfare rates in the mid-1990s, but the Liberals’ plan for a two-year time limit may result in thousands of desperate people on the streets this coming spring. What can teachers do about this government’s obvious desire to sell off our publicly owned assets and favour its wealthy backers? The first step is always to become aware and to have the facts. The Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives publishes a monthly newsletter called The Monitor, which has a great deal of useful information that you will not find in the mainstream media. Supporting the CCPA as a member entitles you to the newsletter and allows the organization to continue with its progressive research. Visit the CCPA web site www.policyalternatives.ca. Chris Bocking teaches at Keating Elementary School, Saanich. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NoteFromTeachers.aspx?id=14584&printPage=true,A note from your teachers #24, Backgrounder: The effects of poverty on education outcomes  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Newsletters and Alerts > A Note from Your Teachers > 2007 Archives  PDF format A note from your teachers A report from the BCTF to the members of the legislative assembly December 3, 2007 Number 24 Backgrounder : The effects of poverty on education outcomes Being poor is… "Feeling shamed when my dad can’t get a job." "Pretending that you forgot your lunch." "Being afraid to tell your Mom you need gym shoes." "Not buying books at the book fair." "Not getting to go on school trips." (Grade 4 and 5 students) Teachers see the effects poverty has on students everyday and we worry about how their lives will unfold. We know that a child’s performance in school is strongly related to socio-economic status and that a good education is often the only means of breaking the cycle of poverty for poor children. BC is home to the highest average wealth in Canada and the largest gap between the wealthiest and the poorest households. The richest 50% control 95.7% of the province’s wealth leaving precious little for the rest of the population. Poverty in British Columbia is structural, brought about by a low-wage market, woefully inadequate welfare provisions, the loss of low-rent housing, and discrimination. Balancing basic expenses of rent and food on limited income is increasingly difficult. BC has the highest rate of poverty in Canada for the fourth year in a row. Among low-income families with children, 66% live in unaffordable housing (costing more than 30% of their total income). Low-income families rather than individuals, are the fastest growing group of users of emergency housing (shelters and hostels). Since 2001, the number of children served by food banks in our province has doubled and family visits have increased by 145%. Poor children are from poor families We can not discuss poor children in isolation from their families. Poor children live in poor families. Child poverty rates will never come down unless the government pays attention to the needs of poor families. Poor families are often poor in different ways. Lots of families are poor because they work in low-paying jobs. Some families become poor because of a marriage breakdown; some parents may have an alcohol or drug problem; some may have a low level of education; others may be parenting on their own. Being poor on its own is not a formula for failure, but many of our students are not only poor but have one of these additional life circumstances that put them at risk for failure at school. Some families are hit harder than others Families on welfare, First Nations families, and lone-parent families are all particularly stressed by inadequate income and resources. Women on welfare are more likely to be single, with no grandparents in the household, and to be in low-paid, inflexible jobs with no sick-leave provisions. Female, lone-parent families are, on average, $9,400 below the poverty line. 37% of all children in BC rely on welfare incomes–the result of family job loss, the death of a parent, separation or divorce, or flight from an abusive relationship. First Nations families 1 in 4 First Nations children live in poverty; 1 in 8 is disabled (double the rate for all children in Canada). 46% of First Nations children under 15 live with a lone-parent. 40% of off-reserve children live in poverty. Immigrant and racialized families According to the 2001 Census, 49% of recent immigrants and 34% of racialized families live in poverty. Why? Low-paying jobs, a job market that does not recognize work experience or other-country credentials, and racial discrimination in employment. The working poor Even full employment is not an assured pathway out of poverty. About 34% of families living below the poverty line are working full time for the entire year. This is an increase over 1993 where it stood at 27%. Of course, those who cannot find full-time work are even worse off. BC had the highest rate of working poor in the country at 10.2%—double the Canadian average. The working poor are forced to spend most of their income on housing. The total number of working poor using food banks jumped to 12% of the total clients served by food banks last year, up from 9%. One quarter of Canadians are in jobs that pay under $10/hour. Forty per cent have precarious part-time, contract, temporary jobs, or are self-employed. References "Behind the Numbers," CCPA, November 29, 2006. "Oh Canada! Too Many Children in Poverty for Too Long," Laurel Rothman. Perspectives: Professional Development, Canadian Teachers’ Federation, Winter/Spring 2007, Volume 6, Issue IV. "When Working Is Not Enough to Escape Poverty: An Analysis of Canada’s Working Poor." Human Resources and Development Canada, August 2006, Working Paper SP-630-06-6E. Ottawa. "Income Trends in Canada," 1980–2004, Statistics Canada. Study: "Readiness To Learn At School Among 5-Year-Old Children," November 7, 2006, Statistics Canada. "Lost in the Shuffle: The Impact of Homelessness on Children’s Education in Toronto," September 2007. "On Our Streets And In Our Shelters: Results of the 2005 Greater Vancouver Homeless Count," prepared by SPARC BC. "Make Poverty History for First Nations," Assembly of First Nations, Ottawa, 2006. "Homelessness: Guide For Teachers Homelessness Action Week 2007" (www.stophomelessness.ca))
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/OpportunitiesForMembers.aspx?id=16130,BCTF > Program Offerings at Post-Secondary Institutions in BC  	Opportunities for BCTF Members  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers Aboriginal Education  Bargaining & Collective Agreements  Français  Health & Safety  New Teachers  Opportunities for Members  Pensions Professional Development  Professional Rights & Responsibility  Provincial Specialist Associations  Salary & Benefits  Teachers Teaching On Call  Teaching Resources  For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Opportunities for Members > Teaching in BC Program Offerings at Post-Secondary Institutions in BC Each institution in BC offers unique academic programs. Teachers are strongly encouraged to obtain TQS pre-approval for any course work prior to commencing academic work that may be used for upgrading their TQS salary category. It is the responsibility of individual teachers to obtain current information about teacher education program offerings. Highlighted below are post-secondary institutions across BC that offer teacher education programs, as well as post-baccalaureate programs that may meet the requirements for upgrading to a higher TQS category (Five, Five Plus & Six). Douglas College Post-Degree Diploma in Physical Education  Royal Roads University Graduate Certificate in Learning and Technology  Master of Arts in Educational Leadership and Management   Master of Arts in Learning and Technology  Simon Fraser University (SFU) Graduate Studies in Education  Doctoral Programs Graduate Diploma Programs Master's Programs Thompson Rivers University (TRU) Graduate Certificate in Online Teaching and Learning  Inclusive and Special Education Certificate/Diploma  Master of Education  Special Needs and Infant and Toddler Post-diploma Certificates  Trinity Western University (TWU) Graduate Certificate in Leadership  Master of Arts in Leadership   UBC Okanagan Graduate Programs in Education  Post-Baccalaureate Certificate and Diploma  University of the Fraser Valley (UFV) Graduate Certificate in Teacher Leadership and Mentorship  University of British Columbia (UBC) Curriculum and Pedagogy  Educational & Counselling Psychology, and Special Education  Educational Studies  External Programs and Learning Technologies (M.Ed., Diplomas and Certificates)  Language & Literacy Education  University of Northern British Columbia (UNBC) Master of Education  Post-Baccalaureate Diploma Program  University of Victoria (UVic) Diploma in Special Education  Faculty of Education Graduate Programs  Professional Specialization Certificate in Information Communication Technology  Professional Specialization Certificate in Special Education  Professional Specialization Certificate in Teaching French Immersion  Vancouver Island University (formerly Malaspina University-College) Master of Education in Leadership (International Perspectives)  Graduate Diploma in Online Teaching & Learning  Master of Education in Educational Leadership  Master of Education in Special Education  Special Education Teacher Specialty (SETS) Post Degree Diploma Program  About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11954&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2000 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 13, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 2000 Collaborative Kindergarten celebration by Sandi Paterson Looking for ways to promote literacy in the community, Squamish teacher-librarians brainstormed with the Squamish public librarian. Together they decided that the first event would be a celebration to welcome new Kindergarten students early in the fall. During the first week of school, all new Kindergarten students were given an invitation to the big event. They were encouraged to dress for a bedtime story and bring their favourite stuffed animal. At 18:00, the doors to the Squamish Public Library opened, and in streamed two-hundred-fifty children and adults. Teacher-librarians were at three different stations. Children heard a variety of wonderful bedtime stories and then enjoyed juice and cookies. The highlight of the evening was the arrival of Franklin, the larger-than-life storybook turtle. Franklin was overwhelmed with handshakes and hugs! All the new Kindergarten students received a copy of Franklin Goes to School, a gift from The Friends of Squamish Public Library. We are planning to have another literacy celebration, this time for Grades 4 and 5 students. Students will be invited to come find out all the wonderful opportunities the library provides. Sandi Paterson is teacher-librarian at Valleycliffe Elementary School, Squamish.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/glenhansman?lang=he,Glen Hansman (@glenhansman) | Twitter טוויטר שאילתת חיפוש חיפוש בטוויטר חיפושים שמורים הסרה חשבון מאומת @ משתמשים מומלצים חשבון מאומת @ חשבון מאומת @ שפה: עברית Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 כבר יש לך חשבון? כניסה הגעת לא מזמן לטוויטר? הצטרף היום » כניסה טלפון, דואר אלקטרוני או שם משתמש ססמה כניסה זכור אותי שכחת את הססמה? כבר התחלת להשתמש בטוויטר דרך מסרונים? Glen Hansman @glenhansman ציוצים ‏20.7 אלף תמונות/סרטונים 285 במעקב 3,390 עוקבים 4,388 אהובים ‏12.1 אלף   עוד אהובים רשימות ביטול השתקת @glenhansman השתקת @glenhansman לעקוב ברשימת המעקב להפסיק לעקוב חסימה שחרור בהמתנה ביטול Glen Hansman @glenhansman Vancouver teacher. 1st Vice President of the BC Teachers' Federation @bctf. RTs ≠ endorsement. Vancouver, BC bctf.ca מועד ההצטרפות: נובמבר 2010 285 תמונות וסרטונים ציוצים ציוצים Tweets & replies Glen Hansman retweeted PressProgress @pressprogress  ·  2 באוק׳ Canada's CEOs now make 206 times more than you. http://www.pressprogress.ca/en/post/canadas-ceo-worker-pay-gap-among-worst-western-world … #canlab #cdnecon #cdnpoli @bcfed @ABFedLabour תגובה 0 replies לצייץ מחדש צויץ מחדש 10 retweets 10 אהוב סומן כאהוב 5 favorites 5 עוד הטמעת ציוץ Glen Hansman @glenhansman  ·  4 באוק׳ #PSAday is on October 24. Check out http://www.bctf.ca/pdcalendar/index.cfm?action=day&date=41936 … for all the #bced specialist association conferences pic.twitter.com/Q4E8dIXiZE צפייה בעוד תמונות וסרטונים תגובה 0 replies לצייץ מחדש צויץ מחדש 9 retweets 9 אהוב סומן כאהוב 0 favorites עוד הטמעת ציוץ Glen Hansman @glenhansman  ·  4 באוק׳ Vancouver Secondary teacher and comedian @MrPaulBae in @OurTimesMag here: http://tinyurl.com/k9ncoao  | #bced #canlab תגובה 0 replies לצייץ מחדש צויץ מחדש 5 retweets 5 אהוב סומן כאהוב 6 favorites 6 עוד הטמעת ציוץ Glen Hansman @glenhansman  ·  4 באוק׳ New documentary from @eduint highlights daily commitment of teachers around the world http://dlvr.it/75R1sT  | #bced תגובה 0 replies לצייץ מחדש צויץ מחדש 5 retweets 5 אהוב סומן כאהוב 5 favorites 5 עוד הטמעת ציוץ Glen Hansman retweeted Canadian Labour @CanadianLabour  ·  29 באוג׳ Tell @pmharper to launch a PUBLIC INQUIRY into Missing & Murdered Aboriginal Women - http://goo.gl/8HfDHR  #canlab pic.twitter.com/7juUUsvIVJ צפייה בעוד תמונות וסרטונים תגובה 0 replies לצייץ מחדש צויץ מחדש 79 retweets 79 אהוב סומן כאהוב 15 favorites 15 עוד הטמעת ציוץ Glen Hansman עקב אחרי Youth Coalition וגם IPPF Global ביטול השתקת @youth_coalition השתקת @youth_coalition לעקוב ברשימת המעקב להפסיק לעקוב חסימה שחרור בהמתנה ביטול Youth Coalition @youth_coalition Youth Coalition is an international youth-led organization promoting adolescent and youth sexual and reproductive rights. ביטול השתקת @ippf השתקת @ippf לעקוב ברשימת המעקב להפסיק לעקוב חסימה שחרור בהמתנה ביטול IPPF Global @ippf We are the world's leading sexual & reproductive health rights provider. Glen Hansman @glenhansman  ·  2 באוק׳ At meeting of @bcfed Executive Council. | #bcunion #canlab תגובה 0 replies לצייץ מחדש צויץ מחדש 0 retweets אהוב סומן כאהוב 2 עוד הטמעת ציוץ Glen Hansman retweeted SARAVYC @SARAVYC  ·  1 באוק׳ #Self-esteem a protective factor against #LGBTQ youth harm. #pride #visibility #strategy #LGBTQyouth http://ow.ly/C0hFh  תגובה 0 replies לצייץ מחדש צויץ מחדש 2 אהוב סומן כאהוב 1 favorite 1 עוד הטמעת ציוץ Glen Hansman retweeted Pam Ratner @PamRatner  ·  26 באוג׳ Gay-straight alliances in schools reduce suicide risk for all students. #UBCMentalHealthEd #LGBT http://news.ubc.ca/2014/01/20/gay-straight-alliances-in-schools-reduce-suicide-risk-for-all-students/ … תגובה 0 replies לצייץ מחדש צויץ מחדש 19 retweets 19 אהוב סומן כאהוב 7 favorites 7 עוד הטמעת ציוץ Glen Hansman retweeted Wendy Carr @mmecarr  ·  1 באוק׳ Félicitations, Mme Sveistrup! Le français intensif à l'École Franklin à Vcr - Global News! http://tinyurl.com/p5wph3f  pic.twitter.com/ebwPI501rF צפייה בעוד תמונות וסרטונים תגובה 0 replies לצייץ מחדש צויץ מחדש 2 אהוב סומן כאהוב 9 favorites 9 עוד הטמעת ציוץ Glen Hansman @glenhansman  ·  1 באוק׳ Jan/Feb issue of @bctf Teacher newsmag dedicated to ending stigma of #mentalhealth. http://bit.ly/1hWzqjB  #UBCBEd2015 #ubcMentalHealthEd הצגת סיכום תגובה 0 replies לצייץ מחדש צויץ מחדש 7 retweets 7 אהוב סומן כאהוב 3 favorites 3 עוד הטמעת ציוץ Glen Hansman retweeted UBC Teacher Ed @UBCTeacherEd  ·  29 בספט׳ This list is growing! Provincial Professional Development Day Opportunities: October 24, 2014 http://teach.educ.ubc.ca/pd2014/  #UBCBEd2015 #UBCIBEd תגובה 0 replies לצייץ מחדש צויץ מחדש 7 retweets 7 אהוב סומן כאהוב 1 favorite 1 עוד הטמעת ציוץ Glen Hansman retweeted Yvonne Dawydiak @yvonnedtechtalk  ·  30 בספט׳ Upgrade your brain http://vimeo.com/36973442  Develop mental health literacy @UBCTeacherEd #UBCBEd2015 #ubcMentalHealthEd Vimeo הפעלה צפייה בעוד תמונות וסרטונים תגובה 0 replies לצייץ מחדש צויץ מחדש 7 retweets 7 אהוב סומן כאהוב 3 favorites 3 עוד הטמעת ציוץ Glen Hansman retweeted Wendy Carr @mmecarr  ·  30 בספט׳ Dr Stan Kutcher UBC #UBCmentalhealthed #UBCBEd2015 develop mental health literacy=knowledge, attitudes, competencies. pic.twitter.com/TzWnxVymS0 צפייה בעוד תמונות וסרטונים תגובה 0 replies לצייץ מחדש צויץ מחדש 6 retweets 6 אהוב סומן כאהוב 4 favorites 4 עוד הטמעת ציוץ Glen Hansman @glenhansman  ·  1 באוק׳ Attending @UBCEduc talk by @StanKutcher on mental health literacy in middle & secondary schools Sept 30. | #bced תגובה 0 replies לצייץ מחדש צויץ מחדש 3 retweets 3 אהוב סומן כאהוב 3 favorites 3 עוד הטמעת ציוץ Glen Hansman @glenhansman  ·  30 בספט׳ Violence is Not Part of the Job: http://www.worksafebc.com/publications/health_and_safety/posters/assets/pdf/ViolenceEducation.pdf … Poster for #bced by @WorkSafeBC @BCPSEA @CUPEbcschools & @BCTF תגובה 0 replies לצייץ מחדש צויץ מחדש 0 retweets אהוב סומן כאהוב 0 favorites עוד הטמעת ציוץ Glen Hansman retweeted BC TELA @BCTELA  ·  30 בספט׳ The BCTELA Conference Program is Here! http://bctela.ca/the-conference-program-is-here/ … #psaday @bctf @glenhansman @gthielmann @leah_kelley @IBMcGuigan תגובה 0 replies לצייץ מחדש צויץ מחדש 5 retweets 5 אהוב סומן כאהוב 1 favorite 1 עוד הטמעת ציוץ Glen Hansman retweeted Janine Fraser @Janfra2  ·  26 בספט׳ Registration is open for @BCPrimaryTeach conference in Victoria on October 24 #psaday. Register online a http://www.bcpta.ca/wordpress/  #bced #bctf תגובה 0 replies לצייץ מחדש צויץ מחדש 3 retweets 3 אהוב סומן כאהוב 1 favorite 1 עוד הטמעת ציוץ Glen Hansman retweeted VSB Pride Committee @VSB_Pride  ·  28 ביולי For Many Asian LGBT Youth, Homophobia Starts at Home http://zite.to/UGyaKi  תגובה 0 replies לצייץ מחדש צויץ מחדש 1 retweet 1 אהוב סומן כאהוב 0 favorites עוד הטמעת ציוץ Glen Hansman retweeted Raffi Cavoukian @Raffi_RC  ·  29 בספט׳ A Colourful Gift To BC Teachers free gift~for your brave stand on #bced !! http://www.childhonouring.org/mydrawingourworld.html … pic.twitter.com/jvihQaxHYY צפייה בעוד תמונות וסרטונים תגובה 0 replies לצייץ מחדש צויץ מחדש 24 retweets 24 אהוב סומן כאהוב 13 favorites 13 עוד הטמעת ציוץ טוויטר עמוס מהרגיל או שיש איזושהי מגבלה זמנית. לנסות שוב ניתן לבקר במצב של טוויטר למידע נוסף. סגירה Glen Hansman עקב אחרי לא לפספס אף עדכונים מאת Glen Hansman Vancouver, BC · לשנות © 2014 טוויטר על אודות עזרה מידע על הפרסומות סגירה נושאים חמים נושאים חמים במיוחד בשבילך. מגמות מציעות דרך ייחודית להתקרב לדברים שמעניינים אותך. הן תפורות אישית עבורך בהתבסס על המיקום שלך והאנשים שברשימת המעקב שלך. לשנות להשאיר את הנושאים החמים המותאמים לקבל נושאים חמים מרחבי העולם סיום התעלמות סגירה קודם הבא סגירה מעבר לפרופיל של משתמש חיפושים שמורים הסרה חשבון מאומת @ משתמשים מומלצים חשבון מאומת @ חשבון מאומת @ סגירה האם לצייץ מחדש לעוקבים שלך? ביטול לצייץ מחדש סגירה האם אכן ברצונך למחוק ציוץ זה? ביטול מחיקה סגירה חסימה ביטול חסימה הוספת זיהוי מיקום לציוציך בעת שליחת ציוץ הכולל מיקום, טוויטר שומר מיקום זה. באפשרותך להפעיל/לכבות את זיהוי המיקומים לפני כל ציוץ ותמיד באפשרותך למחוק את כל היסטוריית המיקומים שלך מידע נוסף הפעלת זיהוי מיקום לא עכשיו נטרול זיהוי המיקום סגירה תקציר הפרופיל סגירה הרשימות שלך סגירה יצירת רשימה חדשה שם הרשימה תיאור עד 100 תווים, רשות פרטיות פומבי · כל אחד רשאי לעקוב אחרי רשימה זו פרטי · רשימה זו שמירת רשימה סגירה סגירה הטמעת ציוץ זה ניתן להוסיף ציוץ זה לאתר שלך על־ידי העתקת הקוד שלהלן. מידע נוסף המממ, קרתה איזו תקלה בזמן ההתחברות לשרת. לנסות שוב? לכלול את ציוץ ההורה לכלול את המדיה תצוגה מקדימה סגירה הרשמה לטוויטר אינך משתמש/ת בטוויטר? הירשמו, פיקחו עין על הנושאים שמעניינים אתכם, וקבלו עדכונים בזמן אמת. כבר יש לך חשבון? כניסה » סגירה קודים קצרים דו־כיווניים (שליחה וקבלה): מדינה קוד ללקוחות של ארצות הברית 40404 (כולם) קנדה 21212 (כולם) בריטניה 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 ברזיל 40404 Nextel, TIM האיטי 40404 Digicel, Voila אירלנד 51210 Vodafone, O2 הודו 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance אינדונזיה 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata איטליה 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » הצגת קודים מקוצרים של SMS במדינות אחרות סגירה אישור)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=19516,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 1, September 2009  Looking back By Chris Bocking 70 years ago War! With sick hearts we see eclipsed in the shadow of a world’s folly the most sacred hopes and dreams of humanity; hopes and dreams to which we as teachers have given our faith. What are we to do about it? First of all let us remind ourselves and our pupils that when the sun is eclipsed it does not cease to exist. The fate of humanity does not depend upon us alone but ours is nevertheless an awful responsibility. Upon the teacher rests a duty to remain sane and to promulgate sanity in a world gone mad. It is for us to resist the irrational hatred and pharisaism and self-deception that always beset a country at war. – September 1939, The BC Teacher  50 years ago After the Second World War, changing social and economic conditions have fortunately brought about a change of ideas with regard to the employment of married women. The idea is now accepted that women continue to teach after marriage. However, some school boards who have adopted the practice of employing married women teachers still consider that the woman who becomes pregnant should automatically resign. If marriage is no longer to be considered a bar to continued service in teaching, logically a reasonable system of maternity leave should be introduced. – Sept./Oct. 1959, The BC Teacher  30 years ago For one of the most prosperous countries in the world to claim that five percent of the national income is too much to spend on the education of children is inadmissible. For a country that professes to be dedicated to freedom and social justice, a return to a restrictive school system, in which the teacher is expected to be the obedient enforcer of existing inequalities, is surely inappropriate. In common with most of the industrialized nations, Canada faces the prospect of serious deterioration in the working conditions of teachers and therefore in the learning environment of students. – Sept./Oct. 1979, The BC Teacher  10 years ago Female teachers in the early days of the BCTF laid the foundation for the eventual resolution of “equal pay for equal work” for teachers. It was a long struggle and did not actually end until the mid-1960s when the last BC school district abolished gender designated pay scales. It was also their social activism and leadership that led the BCTF into a history of working on women’s equity issues through provincial and local Status of Women committees. In 1934, the Vancouver Secondary School Teachers’ Association carried a motion calling for banks to be nationalized. At the time this was a radical position but it was a reflection of how teachers, faced with the daily reality of social injustice, poverty, and disadvantage were convinced of the need to advocate for social change. – Sept. 1999, Teacher newsmagazine Chris Bocking, Keating Elementary School, Saanich Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=27120,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 7, May/June 2012   Positionality: Being a white queer ally with Aboriginal people  By David Butler   Positionality—what does that mean? In one way, the term evokes the concepts of identity, privilege, marginalization, and above all power. In another way the term relates to the myriad ways we identify ourselves and are identified by others and how these identities play out in various spaces, contexts, and times. Identities have an epistemology woven together by the power and privilege of certain groups at the expense of the subjugation and marginalization of others. For that reason, I, as a white queer person, see commonalties (to some degree a shared experience) with Aboriginal people. Both identities have a shared history of being “othered” as less, inferior, undesirable, and even dangerous to the colonial project of nation building. School systems are replete with identities that are constantly bumping up against each other, negotiating, collaborating, and oftentimes wrestling for position of acknowledgment and respect. Within the colonial framework that schools operate, Aboriginal peoples are often erased, silenced, or unacknowledged. Within the heterosexist framework that schools operate, similar processes are at play. Let’s make this conversation concrete—I'll give you one example. To me the library is the heart of any school site. When I walk into a library, I see the space as the material reality of the politics of identity positionality. Whose stories are being told? What images and representations are being permitted? Who’s histories are being displayed? Which books get fore-grounded? How hard do you have to dig to unearth the “other” stories. Who gets to tell the stories? And how often are they told? I work in a Vancouver school where the majority of students identify as First Nations. In our library, there is a greater collection of literature by Aboriginal peoples. There are more images of First Nations art on the wall of the school. I am lucky to work with strong Aboriginal teacher-activists that infuse the curriculum with more content acknowledging Aboriginal cultures, and in so doing, provide an example for the kind of pedagogy that non-Aboriginal teachers can and should do. And although this is more than in any other school I have worked in, it is not enough. Still, the school apparatus—the wider structure of the educational system—is unresponsive to shifting this colonial paradigm to where Aboriginal people are truely included. One example of this is in the number of Aboriginal teachers who work in BC schools. Very recently our school was chosen as the site of Vancouver’s first Aboriginal-focused school. In a meeting, a question was posed around the hiring of Aboriginal teachers. The question made me think about when I was hired in Vancouver. I clearly remember before the interview thinking “I won’t mention anything about being queer, in case I should get someone interviewing me who really doesn’t think anything gay has a place in elementary education. In the actual meeting I was careful to mind my Ps and Qs and stay clear away from anything that could put me in a bad light. But the conversation took a turn. It went something like this toward the end of the interview: Them: Do you have anything to add? Can you tell us, if hired, what you would bring to our board that is unique? Me: Well, I am very interested in human rights and in how certain groups are under-acknowledged in education. I offered a lunchtime workshop on this when I was doing my practicum. Them: Really, can you tell us more about that. What was the topic specifically? Me: (Thinking—do I go for it or not. Screw it.) It was on anti-homophobia education. Them: I see. And how long have you been interested in this educational topic? Me: Ah, I’ve been interested in this since my young twenties. Obviously I got the job and clearly the interviewees saw that what I had to offer was something positive. Now all this happened in a context where I knew Vancouver had a very progressive policy on anti-LGBTQ bias. However, the reality is that there is a wide space for individual discrepancy by whomever is interviewing. And as good as the Vancouver policy is, there can be no real checks when it comes to the impression I have made in the minds of the people who interviewed me. This brings me back to the question posed around the hiring of Aboriginal teachers. I have the privilege to hide when it suits me, when power is operating in ways that could marginalize me. Sometimes I’m up for the fight, sometimes—depending on the costs—I am not. People who are visible minorities don’t have that privilege. I imagine an Aboriginal person going for an interview. And I imagine how easily it could go the other way. Not because Vancouver doesn’t have an aggressive policy on antiracism, but because you can’t control the impression that is being made. Who’s to say if a “bad” impression is being made for legitimate reasons or not. We need Aboriginal teachers. All schools do, even if there is not one identified Aboriginal student at the school. Aboriginal students need to see themselves reflected in the school system—in seeing teachers who are First Nations proudly infusing the curriculum with content from a special world view. Non-Aboriginal teachers and students need Aboriginal teachers to help us see our colonial blind spots. From the positionality of being queer, it’s obvious to me that I have many sisters and brothers who are engaged in social movements that demand more than tolerance. It’s a demand for acknowledgment, respect, and having our stories as part of the conversation within schools and beyond.  David Butler, Sir William Macdonald Community Elementary School, Vancouver    Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141006,globalnews.ca,http://globalnews.ca/news/1588864/magnotta-trial-not-criminally-responsible-myths-debunked/?hootPostID=a7751ef4bce51f8251591fe27604dc23,Magnotta trial: Not criminally responsible myths, debunked  | Globalnews.ca Your Region: National BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg On TV: Global National Sections National National sections Locals Local sections Watch Watch sections Search Canada Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released Sections Health Money Consumer Tech Entertainment Environment Science Lifestyle Sports Featured Canada World Politics Investigations Canada Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released Your Region National Change BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Health Money Consumer Tech Entertainment Environment Science Lifestyle Sports Jump to a Region National BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Man trying to reach Bermuda in inflatable bubble rescued by Coast Guard Schedule NowGlobal National 7:00pmEntertainment Tonight More Programs Global National The West Block 16x9 The Morning Show More Personalities Dawna Friesen Carolyn Jarvis Liza Fromer Tom Clark More News Major snowfall covers N. Manitoba Entertainment ‘Gone Girl’ wins weekend box office News Journalist with Ebola arrives at US hospital Canada Quebecor sells off Sun newspaper chain News Crowdfunded bus debuts in Toronto Entertainment Depardieu reveals past as escort, thief Canada MPs debate motion for airstrikes in Iraq Sports NBA extends television deals for 9 years Trending Maple Syrup Heist Hong Kong protests Iraq crisis Luka Magnotta Ebola outbreak enterovirus D68 Ukraine Retail Wars Luka Magnotta September 30, 2014 7:38 am Magnotta trial: Not criminally responsible myths, debunked By Anna Mehler Paperny  Global News ; What is this? Sponsored content is written by Global News' editorial staff without any editorial influence by the sponsor. If you'd like to learn more... What is this ? X What is this? Sponsored content is written by Global News' without any editorial influence by the sponsor. If you'd like to learn more... Luka Magnotta has said he killed and dismembered Chinese student Jun Lin, but is seeking a designation of NCR – not criminally responsible. If Magnotta is found not criminally responsible it would mean a mental disorder was behind his actions. Instead of going to prison, he would go to a forensic hospital where he’s kept and treated for however long it takes until the illness is abated and he’s no longer a danger to the public (or himself). Story continues below READ MORE: Magnotta trial, Day Two A miniscule proportion of Canadian offenders is designated not criminally responsible, and they’re far less likely to reoffend than their counterparts in prison. But in the wake of such gruesome and high-profile NCR designations as Vince Li and Richard Kachkar, the defence has resulted in no small degree of public consternation. READ MORE: What is ‘not criminally responsible’? Sandy Simpson is chief of forensic psychiatry at the Centre for Addiction and Mental Health in Toronto. He emphasized he can’t address the Magnotta case itself, but spoke with Global News about what an NCR designation means – and doesn’t mean. A lot of people seem to think, especially when it comes up in a case like the Luka Magnotta case, that someone [deemed NCR] would effectively be getting away with murder. How would you respond to that? Well, no. What the NCR verdict recognizes is that there’s a very small number of mentally ill offenders for whom the illness caused the offence. And it makes no rational criminal justice or moral sense to punish an illness. And that’s why the diversion from the punitive aspect of the criminal justice system. … NCR people are not criminally responsible for what they did, but they are responsible for their wellness and the safety of others going forward. So your progress occurs at whatever speed it takes for you to master the changes in your life, the understanding of your illness and the treatments that are necessary to achieve that. So instead of a punishment moral imperative, it becomes a public safety and accountability moral imperative on NCR perpetrators. How do you respond to people who look at, for example, the day passes given recently to Richard Kachkar, I think only three or four years after the offence, and that worries them, that causes them concern? I guess that can be very hard for the public to understand because there isn’t a process of punishment going on. And of course for someone who was not suffering a mental illness to have community access at that point would be extraordinary. So one can understand why the public gets perplexed by that. But of course if the thing that drives your risk to others is your illness, and your illness is treatment-responsive, as most are, and you’re not an antisocial person, basically, you’re just a person who’s had an illness and has now recovered from it, the risk you pose to others can rapidly improve with treatments, such that community reintegration, at least in small and sensitive ways, becomes feasible and important in one’s recovery. Because … the aim of forensic or NCR rehabilitation and recovery has to be that people show that they can not only get well within hospital but can do the things in the community that are necessary to get well once they’re discharged. And the only way to test that is by slow, gradual and thoughtful community reintegration. So we have to do that to be able to test how the person is doing, to be able to demonstrate whether people are ready for more liberty or whether they need to take longer in secure care. So the questions one asks about the appropriateness of that are a little different to those you would ask had someone been convicted of the offence. And that can be understandably perplexing for the public. IN DEPTH: Not Criminally Responsible Why is the recidivism rate for people designated NCR so much lower [than for those leaving the prison system - 8 per cent or 9 per cent, compared to 30 per cent to 40 per cent]? Because the primary cause of their [antisocial behaviour] is treatable. Their illness is treatable. And people take the process of reintegration slowly and progressively and thoughtfully. And people get access to a lot more therapeutic engagement … within the forensic system than they are able to do in the correctional system. READ MORE: Death behind bars – what happens to people with mental illness in Canada’s prisons Does [an NCR designation in a particularly gruesome case] make the stigma surrounding mental illness worse? Cases like Li and Kachkar are dreadful tragedies. Both cases involve very good people dying who should not, and very ill people doing things they would not were it not for their illness. And there is nothing but tragedy in those situations. And the public is understandably very shaken, as I think we all are,  about these events occurring. Does it increase stigma? Well, it depends on how we report it. Clearly these are high-profile things that will be reported. I think what we in the mental health sector understand, and it’s important that we are clear with the public, that there’s a rare but known complication of some forms of mental illness and violent behaviour. It is rare, but it is there. And we need systems of care within the mental health system … to do all we can to prevent them from arising in the first place and to carefully care for those people following those events. I think the important thing the public needs to understand is there is a very good, careful and thoughtful forensic mental health and and review board system in place to oversee the secure care and rehabilitation of those people. FULL COVERAGE: The Magnotta trial Generally speaking, could earlier access to treatment prevent some NCR cases from occurring? We do know that early and good access to mental health services and ensuring good treatment and follow up is associated with better outcomes, both in terms of criminal victimization for people with mental illness and perpetration. So the better we help people stay engaged with care, the earlier they get on to effective care, the better the outcomes. … And this is where stigma becomes really relevant: If people don’t want to go near mental health systems because they fear the stigma of being seen with a mental illness or the bad effects that might come up if they own up to the fact they’re in trouble and need help, then those things increase risk to the person and increase public safety risks, as well. So it’s kind of perverse: If we get very fearful and very restrictive on people with mental illness and drive them underground, we make things worse. So this is where stigma-reduction and encouraging people to engage with treatment early is really important. READ MORE: Opponents prepare to implement NCR bill under fire for lack of evidence Are we actually getting better, in terms of stigma? Or do we have awareness campaigns but maintain these really entrenched fearful or judgmental attitudes? I suspect the answer is yes to both. There are a lot of really good public campaigns and destigmatization campaigns going on and I think that’s incredibly valuable. Very, very important. … I think it does help the public  understand that these are illnesses and that the most important thing for public safety is good care, good treatment and inclusive social responses. Which is not the same as pretending that risk doesn’t exist … but the better we include people, the better we support people. The better we provide care and social inclusion for people, the lower the risks are for everybody. This interview has been edited and condensed for clarity. Follow @amp6 Report an error CAMH Centre for Addiction and Mental Health forensic hospital Forensic mental health Jun Lin justice system Lin Jun Luka Magnotta magnotta trial mental health mental illness Not Criminally Responsible Prison recidivism Richard Kachkar Sandy Simpson Schizophrenia Vince Li Anna Mehler Paperny Senior Producer, Investigative Data Desk Anna has reported from Haiti, Guantanamo Bay, Vancouver, Toronto, New York City and spotty connections across most of China and Ontario. Give her a shout at anna.mehlerpaperny@globalnews.ca. More Stories News Magnotta trial: What is Not Criminally Responsible? Magnotta admits to killing Jun Lin, but pleads not guilty Live coverage: Luka Magnotta trial Tearful father of Magnotta victim speaks to media through lawyer Victim’s father relives the tragedy as Magnotta trial begins Comments Popular Now Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released 20224 How does Ebola spread? 5 things you need to know 18659 Accused Madeleine McCann Twitter troll found dead 9985 Ebola: 5 reasons why an outbreak is highly unlikely in Canada 7298 UPDATE: What’s the best, cheapest Canadian cellphone plan out there? 5891 Featured Content Canada Ebola: 5 reasons why an outbreak is highly unlikely in Canada What are the chances of an Ebola outbreak taking off in Canada? It isn’t likely, according to experts. And here are a number of reasons why. Continue reading → Environment Are we in the midst of a mass extinction? There have been 5 mass extinctions — the loss of 75 per cent or more of the world’s species — in Earth’s history. Scientists now believe that we are at the early stages of the sixth. Continue reading → Health Lab-grown penises may soon be ‘ready for testing’ on humans Researchers in North Carolina say penises grown in laboratories could “soon be ready for human testing,” offering hope for men who have had traumatic injuries or penile cancer. Continue reading → Canada Meet Rachel Parent — the teen fighting for GMO labelling in Canada Rachel Parent is a 15-year-old activist. Her goal: mandatory labelling in Canada of all genetically modified organisms, or GMOs that are found as ingredients in food. Continue reading → Canada Abandoned puppies on the mend Twenty hungry, cold and flea-infested puppies found in a Saskatchewan field are now being nursed back to health at Battleford’s Humane Society. Continue reading → Science Everything you need to know about Wednesday’s lunar eclipse On Oct. 8, Canada will be treated to its second lunar eclipse of the year. Find out what you can expect. Continue reading → Canada Can homegrown food win the climate change war? Wondering what’s the single most effective way to combat climate change? Plant a garden. Continue reading → Canada 16×9: An investigation into illegal lumber Timber thieves are stealing wood from the Russian Far East, processing it in China and then shipping it to North America, a 16×9 investigation has found. Continue reading → Highlights Hounds of Parliament: As commuting cyclist and budget watchdog, Frechette must make his presence known Frechette draws a line distinguishing his personality as a cyclist and as the parliamentary budget officer. But surely there’s a parallel between the assertive man he is on a bike and in the role of PBO? Continue reading → Email alerts Sign up for FREE daily Globalnews.ca newsletters and breaking news alerts Email Address National Daily News National Breaking News By clicking on the submit button, I have read, understood and agreed to our privacy policy Twitter Follow globalnews 9 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews UPDATED: Nurse in Spain is 1st #Ebola infection outside West Africa glbn.ca/ClOKv 35 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews USA Swimming suspends #MichaelPhelps for 6 months glbn.ca/ClLU9 pic.twitter.com/nqC3dQ3NhL 35 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews Hillary Clinton: military action against ISIS “critical” and “essential” globalnews.ca/news/1600343/w… #cdnpoli Jump to a Region BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Connect Facebook Twitter Google+ RSS Contact Us Global News About Us Privacy Policy Principles & Practices Terms & Conditions Copyright Shaw Media Advertise Open Data © Shaw Media Inc., 2014. All rights reserved. Follow Follow “Global News” Get every new post delivered to your Inbox. Join 3,820 other followers Powered by WordPress.com Shaw Connect Expand News Entertainment Entertainment Home Celebs Movies TV Music Living Lifestyle Food Home & Living Sports Money Tech Travel Breaktime Autos Watch TV Online All Sites Global Global News Food Network HGTV History Television Showcase Slice DTOUR ET Canada National Geographic Movietime Lifetime H2 DIY Action NG Wild Mystery IFC BBC Deja Vu Twist)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2011/07/why-all-teacher-bashing-to-divert-your.html?showComment0751310195340256,Staffroom Confidential: Why all the teacher bashing? To divert your attention Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Thursday, July 7, 2011 Why all the teacher bashing? To divert your attention It's been a heady week of attacking BC teachers. Whether it be the college supposedly failing to keep bad teachers out of schools, or the demands of teachers in bargaining, it seems just about every CanWest paper and CKNW station is out to demonize teachers. I'm not surprised. They can't attack our primary demand - improved classroom conditions. They know that parents are onside when it comes to improving funding for schools and making classes smaller and more manageable. The recent court decision only makes this harder as a third party - a Supreme court judge, no less - found that we were correct and the government acted unconstitutionally. So instead? Focus on the tiny number of "bad apples" (which, of course, every profession has). The most blatent was the Province's distasteful cartoon using a Hitler image in the role of substitute teacher. It's hard to express in words how disrespectful this is, but I loved the humourous comeback of one blogster: "Province's Nazi Cartoon all in good fun" However these diversion tactics are really for another purpose - they want to paint teachers as the enemy (for wanting decent wages and working conditions) so that we don't notice the massive theft taking place of ordinary families by government, the banks and corporate Canada. I'm no fan of the Fraser Institute, and I don't agree with the conclusion they reach, but this article was interesting to show how taxation has shifted to average Canadians (http://www.fraserinstitute.org/research-news/news/display.aspx?id=17445). Corporations and the wealthy used to pay *closer* to their fair share to support public services. As corporate taxes declined, governments relied on debt to finance these services. Now that the debt bubble has burst in so many places, it is the services themselves and the people who work as public servants that are under threat. The answer is very simple. Don't cut services. Don't increase taxes for ordinary working families. Don't demonize public sector workers. Don't decimate the middle class. Tax those who can afford to pay. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 10:34 AM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 6 comments: Herb CouchJuly 7, 2011 at 1:12 PM To see the cartoon in The Province, you need to click on Tuesday, July 05, 2011 at: http://www.theprovince.com/opinion/editorial-cartoons/index.htmlReplyDelete AnonymousJuly 7, 2011 at 4:14 PM The tax shift onto individuals and families has been huge. Even Warren Buffett (billionaire) admitted that his secretary pays taxes at a higher rate than he does. He also commented that the monied classes have been "waging war" on unions, middle and lower classes for over 30 years and that "we are winning" (we being the upper class). Small surprise that the Liberal government marches to the same tune.ReplyDelete AnonymousJuly 7, 2011 at 5:46 PM amazing how blind teachers really are to the REAL world ... every other industry and sector is having wage freezes, cutbacks, layoffs, reductions and teachers want less hours, shorter weeks, shorter school years, less work all for MORE pay !!! get your heads out of the sand and have a look at the real word for once ... you wonder why kids have no respect for your profession (and I use that term very loosely) try doing a full days work for once and teach kids they have to work a full 8 hours a day and then maybe people will start to respect you ... until that time occurs, well that's not likely !!!!!!!!!!ReplyDelete AnonymousJuly 7, 2011 at 7:47 PM Right, it's not like teachers have parents, siblings, spouses or friends who work in the "real world". I'm assuming you don't have any family or friends who are teachers or you'd change your tune... During the school year I'm physically at the school an average of 8 hours, and I do a lot of planning and marking while at home, too. I can count on at least 2-3 hours of marking/planning on my weekends, unless it's report card time, when I spend more like 8-10 hours on the weekend working. I once worked out my hourly wage and it was a little distressing. Add to that the fact that I probably shell out about $500 a year out of pocket for supplies, resources and courses (usually the PAC gives about $100 for supplies, but that goes quickly)... Having said all that, I voted for job action not because of pay or benefits, but because the current state of funding in education means that we are placing too many special needs students in each class and each student is not getting the amount of individual attention he needs. I love teaching, but I hate feeling like I should be doing a better job than I am. A quality public school education is such an important investment. I hope that both the BCTF and the BCPSEA manage to reach an agreement that benefits everyone: kids, families and educators. We ALL deserve it.ReplyDelete AnonymousJuly 9, 2011 at 12:09 AM Well said, The untold, unseen, unpaid hours provided by teachers will continue to be ignored by the misinformed who think that teachers work 5 hours per day. There's two remedies for this: a. pay teachers fairly for the ridiculously long hours that are put in b. have teachers withdraw all of this voluntary, unpaid, unappreciated time and watch the system grind to a halt Joe Public who wants teachers to get off their lazy asses may want to get his facts straight before he totally alienates one of the few groups in society that voluntarily works for free 2 to 3 hours per day...try asking your local banker, lawyer, or doctor to do that my friend.ReplyDelete AnonymousAugust 26, 2011 at 10:00 PM Wow, I am disheartened to hear people bash teachers. If you have kids and you love your kids wouldn't you want the people who are teaching them and moulding them to be treated with the respect they deserve? Teachers are a noble bunch but often too busy w/ teaching our childrden to fight for their rights! Teachers have been very patient;now it's time to stand up for them and support them not bash them.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ▼  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ▼  July (2) SOS: US Teachers march on Washington this summer Why all the teacher bashing? To divert your attent... ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=10022,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 3, Jan./Feb. 2003 Readers write Dairy foundation selling products I find the advertisement for the free sampler CD-ROM from the B.C. Dairy Foundation in the Sept./Oct. 2002 issue of Teacher very interesting as the BCTF decries the growing influence of corporate influence in our public schools. The B.C. Dairy Foundation has been one of the most consistent corporate influences in our schools. Visit any public elementary school in B.C., and you will see that it has a virtual monopoly on nutrition education. As the ad says, "Leading the way in Nutrition Education for over 25 years!" Why does the B.C. Dairy Foundation provide this service? To sell its products to children and their parents. Period. Are dairy products nutritious? Well, certainly they contain vitamins and minerals. They are also devoid of fibre and generally high in fat and cholestorol (2% milk, for example, is approximately 50% fat by calories). The dairy industry’s treatment of animals is morally questionable at best, and reprehensible at worst. And current research into the causes of bone loss shows that excess animal protein (as found in dairy products) is the likely culprit, not a lack of calcium in the diet. Calcium is readily available in many non-animal foods. Teachers of nutrition: Don’t rely on information supplied by someone selling a product. Do your own research, and present a balanced, factual unit on nutrition to your students. Craig Bresett Langley Teacher exchange orientation Spread the word to any teachers who are itching for a new experience to come and hear what Carol Wilkins, the co-ordinator of the Canadian Education Exchange Foundation, has to say. On Saturday, March 1, 2003, 10:30 a.m. in the staffroom at 1627 Stelly’s X Road, Saanichton, she will provide all the necessary information to create a successful exchange experience. Recent returnees and some currently on exchange from elsewhere will share their highs and lows. To register, phone 250-652-0428, or e-mail roleregiro@pacificcoast.net. A nominal fee will be charged to help cover the cost of using a meeting room. Lennor Stieda Vancouver Island Exchange Teachers’ President Big Sisters’ study buddy program Are you an adult woman with teaching experience? Do you have desire to contribute to your community? If so, Big Sisters needs you! Big Sisters of B.C. Lower Mainland has launched an exciting new initiative called the Big Sisters Study Buddy program. The program matches Little Sisters between the ages of 7 and 17 years with volunteer tutors who assist them with their school work once a week for a minimum of three months. The Little Sisters in the program have demonstrated a need for extra help with their school work and could benefit from the one-on-one assistance the program offers. Study Buddy matches will be based on the needs of the student and the skills of the volunteer. If you are willing to commit a minimum of one hour a week for three months to tutor a Little Sister, please contact Shannon Goepel, Manager of Programs and Services, at 604-873-4525, ext. 307 or sgoepel@bigsisters.bc.ca, for more information. Imagination in education call for papers This is a call for papers for the first International Conference on Imagination in Education, to be held in Vancouver, July 16–19, 2003. Any questions or comments can be sent to the Imaginative Education Research Group (IERG), of Simon Fraser University, at ierg-ed@sfu.ca. The document is available at our conference web site, www.sfu.ca/conferences/ierg2003/. Learn more about IERG at www.ierg.net. Isabelle Eaton ieaton@sfu.ca, Simon Fraser University Failure to amalgamate costly British Columbia was one of several provinces across Canada to amalgamate school districts in the mid-1990s. Alone among the provincial unions, the BCTF refused to amalgamate locals, despite a constitutional requirement to do so, in the wake of school district amalgamation. In Ontario, Manitoba, Alberta, and the Maritime provinces, teacher unions quickly brought local structures into alignment with provincial structures. The failure to act for seven years has been costly to the Federation and its locals, both financially and in terms of member rights. The Federation continues to pay over $500,000 annually in release grants to multiple locals in single school districts. In one case, three local presidents are released in a single district! Impatient and uncomprehending of the existence of multiple locals in single districts, the Liberal government legislated the end to nine local collective agreements in January 2002. The "vaporization" of collective agreements cost members dearly in affected locals. The vast majority of members don’t know about this situation. If they did, they would be dismayed that the situation was not dealt with many years ago. Delegates to the 2003 AGM must come prepared to make difficult but necessary decisions to restructure BCTF locals along district lines. The resources being currently allocated to amalgamated locals should be redirected to priorities such as affiliation with the B.C. Federation of Labour, public relations campaigns, and other services to members. Kit Krieger West Vancouver Basketball with your doctor? Sandra Bourque, Richmond School Board chair, concludes, "When they have a good relationship with children [through extracurriculars], it improves the teaching and learning environment." (The Vancouver Sun, October 15, 2002) Eureka! I can improve my relationship with my doctor. "What’s up doc? How about a game of basketball?" Amabile Ranta Maple Ridge Thanks to BCTF We achieved a significant success in winning our Supreme Court of Canada case against the Surrey School Board for banning three books depicting children who have same gender parents. When I, together with my life partner, Peter Cook, launched and took on the financial responsibility for the case in 1997, we knew the journey would be long and arduous. No words can express the gratitude we feel for the boundless support and encouragement (both moral and financial) we have received from the Federation and its members. There were many dark days when we wondered whether we could keep up the struggle, but always the Federation was there when we needed it most. The Supreme Court’s decision affirms the importance of keeping public education equitable, accessible, and open to all, and that it is an institution in which there is no room for allowing the rights of any one person or group of persons to trump the rights of any other. Thank you, once again, for all you have done. Murray Warren Coquitlam Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8842,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, Number 4, March 2004 A modest proposal after Jonathan Swift by Wayne Wiens In dire times, dire solutions must be found; in modest times, modest solutions may serve us better. Some would argue that our public schools are facing severe cutbacks, which have begun already and which will soon be debilitating. They therefore eagerly propose dire solutions, falling short only at selling their grandmothers. I have heard dire solutions proposed for the financial rescue of our public schools that involve the sale of school properties for high-rises or the leasing of prime sites to private schools and corporations. Stuff and nonsense say I. The problem is only a modest one in the great scheme of things, and thus worthy of only the most modest of solutions. Here, then, is the crux of my modest proposal. Could we not do better by playing the corporate-sponsor game, as any self-respecting corporation would, by capitalizing on the raison d’être of such corporations that seek access to our schools and to our students, their potential consumers? By this I refer to nothing less than increased competition. Some would argue that the public school is no place for competition, but I demur, and wish only to suggest that such weak thinkers look no further than the grading system so well entrenched and respected in the self-same schools. Would we not be better served in the new order of public school-private enterprise partnerships (PSPEPs, pronounced pisspeps) by offering a competitive process that will maximize school profits by enhancing corporate access to a captive student market? Why, I ask, settle for naming or renaming merely the schools? Why not, indeed, seek a myriad of sponsorships, each appropriate to an area or a component of the school and to the corporate product? This is what corporate marketers, I am told, refer to as a natural fit--intelligent and targeted marketing at its best, leading to premium pricing of what we have on offer. Competitive bids allow a choice of the most appropriate partnerships, and also the most lucrative ones. Thus, after the competitive-bid process is completed, I envision the following as examples of winning PSPEPs in the most appropriately renamed areas of the school: A & B Sound Music Wing Adidas Gym CanWest/Global School Library and Media Centre Chapters/Indigo English Wing Dow Chemistry Lab Ernst & Young Math Wing As for the student cafeteria, multiple PSPEPs could be established. Thus on Mondays, we would have the McDonald’s Eatery, on Tuesdays, the A&W Diner, etc. In this way, we would also be keeping faith with our commitment to provide choice to our students by way of a varied, if not a nutritious, diet. We could also reduce the cost of furnishing our classrooms and offices by seeking sponsorships for individual desks, in return for artfully placed logos. And what would be left to sell? Why, I modestly propose, our students themselves. School uniforms are a perennial topic of discussion. Uniform jumpsuits with corporate logos on the breast pockets would likely be well received by parents for their economy and by administrators for their clarity. By colour-coding them, could we not calm the sometimes chaotic hallways, codify the adolescent pecking order, simplify the life of teachers, and clarify the world for school-building administrators? Competitive bidding would maximize our profits here as well, since we could identify our honour-roll students by their gold lamé jumpsuits sporting the logo of the highest bidder, silver lamé for the second honour-roll students, bronze lamé for the honourable mentions; lime green cotton for the majority of the students, purple for those in special education, and brown for the congenitally late students. Teachers would appreciate this colour-coding, for in these days of larger classes and fewer support services, would it not be useful to provide a ready method to signal which students were more deserving of attention, and which were not? Administrators would also find this coding useful, since it would render more efficient the process by which they determine which students among those who commit misdemeanours would be deserving of punishment and which would be dealt with more leniently, since it is a well-known fact that good grades are an indication of good character, and, sadly, vice versa. We could seek sponsorships to purchase suitable clothing and logos for our teachers; for example, in the Home Depot Industrial Education Wing, teachers could wear bright orange coveralls with the awesomely appropriate motto: You can do it; we can help. Similarly, why not seek input for a revised school motto? Our currently ambiguous Carpe Diem could become Dodge Trucks’ Grab Life by the Horns. I should emphasize that this modest proposal is submitted by one who has dedicated his life to the well-being of students and schools. With nothing to gain from the submission, he prepares to leave the scholastic arena for the fields of retirement with one last contribution. Thus he offers this modest proposal as his final effort to enhance his life’s work and to improve schools for the students of the 21st century. Wayne Wiens teaches at Argyle Secondary School, North Vancouver. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=25462&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > March 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 5, March 2012   Special resolutions to the 2012 AGM  Notice is hereby given in respect of the following special resolutions, which may be considered by the 2012 AGM. Constitution and By-Laws Recommendation 2  That By-law 5.13 (“District Councils”) be deleted. Recommendation 3  That By-law 8.1 be amended to: delete from the second sentence the phrase: “a balance sheet, a statement of income and expenditures” delete from the second sentence the phrase: “as prescribed by The Society Act or” add at the end the sentence: “The audited financial statements of the Federation, including the Salary Indemnity Fund, will be available to all members through the secured member portal on the BCTF website.”   The By-law would then read: By-law No. 8—Annual General Meeting 8.1 The Annual General Meeting of the Federation shall be held during the month of March or April at a time and a place to be fixed by the Executive Committee. Notice of the time and place of every Annual General Meeting, and every special resolution, shall be sent to every member by publication in the BCTF newsmagazine Teacher. The audited financial statements of the Federation, including the Salary Indemnity Fund, will be available to all members through the secured member portal on the BCTF website. Recommendation 4  That By-law 16 be amended to insert the word “active” before all references to members and to delete the third paragraph so that the By-law would read: By-law No. 16—Discipline The Federation shall prepare and adopt a Code of Ethics to govern the professional conduct of its members, which code shall be binding on every active member of the Federation. The Code of Ethics may be amended only at an Annual or Special General Meeting by special resolution passed by a three-quarters majority and in accordance with the provisions of the Society Act. Complaints of an alleged breach by an active member of the Code of Ethics or of conduct harmful or prejudicial to the interests of the Federation may be submitted by any active member having a legitimate interest in the complaint and not having available a more appropriate recourse.  The right to file a complaint shall expire six months after the complainant knows of, or can reasonably be expected to know of, the events upon which the complaint is based. Complaints shall be directed to the chairperson of the Judicial Council and/or designated administrative staff. Recommendation 5  That By-law 5.19 be amended to delete the references to “the executive director” and insert “general counsel” so that the by-law would read: By-law No. 5 — Executive Committee 5.19 The Executive Committee shall be empowered to grant legal aid to any member. The Executive Committee may by policy delegate to the president, general counsel, or a specified member of the administrative staff the power, subject to review by the Executive Committee, to grant or refuse legal aid to members pursuant to policies adopted by the Federation in respect of legal aid. An active member dissatisfied with the decision of the president, general counsel and/or designated administrative staff member may, within 60 days of the receipt of the decision, appeal that decision to the Executive Committee by notifying general counsel of such appeal in writing. The decision of the Executive Committee in respect of a request for legal aid shall be final and binding and, notwithstanding any other provision in these by-laws, there shall be no appeal of a decision of the Executive Committee to the Representative Assembly, the Annual General Meeting or the Judicial Council in respect of a member's request for legal aid (emphasis added). Resolution 101—Richmond Teachers’ Association That the current By-Law 1.8 be replaced with the following: 1.8 An active member who is granted an unpaid leave of absence or placed on an alternate TTOC list by the school district in which the member is employed is, unless employed by another school district, entitled to remain a member of the Federation without payment of fee for the period of such leave of absence and/or employment. Health, Welfare, and Safety of Teachers Recommendation 20  Procedure 13.C.02 Regulation 1.7 That Procedure 13.C.02 Regulation 1.7 (page 90) in its entirety, be replaced with: 1.7 Non-compliance with a physician’s, registered psychologist’s, or psychiatrist’s recommendations related to the disabling condition may result in suspension of benefits until the claimant follows the physician’s, registered psychologist’s, or psychiatrist’s advice. Such suspension will be reviewed by the Salary Indemnity Plan Committee. Recommendation 21  That Procedure 13.C.02 Regulation 1.8 (page 90) in its entirety, be replaced with: 1.8 Failure to acknowledge, in writing, within three months at the request of the plan administrator, a willingness to participate or co-operate in a rehabilitation program that has been recommended by the member’s physician, registered psychologist, or psychiatrist and approved by the Salary Indemnity Plan will result in the termination of benefits, forthwith. Recommendation 22  That Policy 13.C.02 Regulation 3.4 (page 91) be amended by adding “an independent” before “medical examination” to read: 3.4 A member applying for benefits under the plan may be required to submit to “an independent” medical examination by a physician(s), psychiatrist(s) and/or other registered therapist(s) selected by the plan administrator. Recommendation 23  That Policy 13.C.02 Regulation 3.8 (page 91) be amended by adding “an independent” before “medical examination” to read: 3.8 Expenses incurred by a member in obtaining medical certificates or other requested information under this regulation shall be borne by the member, except that the costs of “an independent” medical examination required under Regulation 3.4 shall be borne by the plan. Recommendation 24  That Policy 13.C.02 Regulation 3.9 (page 91) in its entirety, be replaced with: 3.9 Receipt of benefits for an illness which is caused by drug or alcohol abuse shall be contingent upon the claimant’s enrolment and ongoing participation in a substance withdrawal program recognized by an addiction medicine specialist. Recommendation 25  That Policy 13.C.02 Regulation 11.4 (page 92) be amended by deleting “plus the employee contribution to the Teachers’ Pension Plan” to read: The benefit shall be 50% of salary with the basic benefit never less than the Employment Insurance benefits. Notwithstanding 7.7, the basic benefit shall never be less than the benefit which would have been provided by the Employment Insurance Corporation. Recommendation 26  That 13.1(b) (page 92) be amended by replacing “15.4” with “15.3”: 13.1 Except as noted in 12.1 (b), 14.3, or 15.3, and provided all other requirements are met, the maximum number of work days for which benefits shall be paid in respect of any one claim shall be 120. Recommendation 27  That Policy 13.C.02 Regulation 15.4 (page 92) be amended by replacing “involvement in approved accommodation” with “all” to read: 15.4 The claimant is responsible for reporting all employment in the manner established by the plan administrator. Recommendation 28  That Procedure 13.C.02—1.1 (a) be amended to insert after “shall” and before “participate” the phrase “subject to these regulations” so that it would read as follows: 1.1(a) All active members of the Federation employed by a school board or a local association on a regular full-time or regular part-time assignment shall, subject to these regulations, participate in the plan.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12120,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2001 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 13, Number 7, May/June 2001 What is considered "related work" in Clause 5 of the Code of Ethics? by Dave Scott Teachers are always ready to review with their colleagues, students, and parent/guardians the quality of service rendered by the teacher and the practices the teacher employs when discharging professional duties (as outlined in the BCTF Code of Ethics–Clause 4). Sometimes, one teacher feels the need to raise concerns about the teaching performance and related duties of a colleague. We all want to be treated fairly, respectfully, and professionally by our colleagues, and this applies to giving as well as receiving constructive criticism of our work. The BCTF Code of Ethics Clause 5 sets out the process and requirements that must be observed in carrying forward criticisms of a colleague’s teaching performance and related work. Clause 5: The teacher directs any criticism of the teaching performance and related work of a colleague to that colleague in private, and only then, after informing the colleague in writing of the intent to do so, may direct in confidence the criticism to appropriate individuals who are able to offer advice and assistance. Members are fairly clear about which activities are part of a colleague’s teaching performance. However, when it comes to activities that fall under the attached "related work," members have been less certain. The BCTF Judicial Council, composed of a chairperson and 18 members elected by the BCTF Representative Assembly, has the jurisdiction to consider and deal with complaints against members in respect of alleged breaches of the Code of Ethics. The council, in the past two years, spent considerable time examining, discussing, and reviewing rulings from screening/hearing/appeal panel decisions. We have been able to determine, based on previous decisions, which activities should be considered related work and which should not. The following are currently considered to be the related work of a teacher and thus requiring adherence to the Code of Ethics: when participating on a school/district advisory committee. when employed in a school district, including voluntary activities as per his/her collective agreement, e.g., soccer coach for school team. when you are a member of another organization, you must act ethically in expressing concerns about the teaching performance or related work of another teacher–being a member of that organization or its spokesperson does not free you from the ethical responsibilities all members of the BCTF have. when criticising another teacher’s qualifications, which implies criticism of that teacher’s ability to do the work. when seconded to work for the Ministry of Education. when involved in activities as a "teacher/parent," e.g., when a parent is in parent-teacher interviews. The following are not considered related work and therefore not included in the Code of Ethics: issues involving sexual harassment. allegations of abuse of children (see note at bottom of clause 5). statements of fact regarding the qualifications of another teacher. criticism of a member working in his/her capacity as an elected official of the BCTF or a BCTF local. when acting as a spokesperson for another group or organization, your comments are open to criticism by teachers or anyone else. Such a role isn’t considered related work and therefore criticisms do not have to follow the process as described in Clause 5 of the BCTF Code of Ethics. Emergent/new situations are given careful individual consideration, while keeping these precedents in mind. In very difficult situations, or if a member is in doubt as to what to do, he/she should contact his/her local president or the BCTF staff administrator responsible for Judicial Council for advice and assistance on how to proceed. Teachers, being active participants in their communities, hold wide-ranging roles in both their professional lives and in their private lives. Generally, a teacher should know that he/she cannot shed the professional responsibilities under the Code of Ethics while acting in other capacities. The best advice teachers should follow is to "act ethically at all times." Dave Scott, chairperson of the Judicial Council, teaches at the Kamloops Community Learning Centre, Kamloops. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13078&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 1998 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 11, Number 2, October 1998 International Programs by Larry Kuehn Partners in international work The BCTF’s international programs are carried out as partnerships. Teacher unions in other countries are the key partners, with programs jointly designed and developed. The work could not be done without others involved as well, providing communication links, translation when required, and administrative support, and often funds that match those from the BCTF’s International Solidarity Fund. Co-Development Canada (Co-Dev) is an international development organization located in Vancouver. Many of the BCTF projects with Latin American unions have been facilitated by Co-Dev, including the matching of funds through grants from the Canadian International Development Agency. Oxfam-Canada has jointly organized with NANTU and the BCTF the projects in Namibia. In addition to on-the-ground support, Oxfam has been able to bring funds of the Canadian government and its own fundraising to match those from the BCTF. Many of the BCTF international projects are carried out through a consortium with the Canadian Teachers’ Federation and Education International. As an example, the three organizations, along with CUSO, have worked together to assist teachers in war-torn Mozambique develop their organization so it can speak for the needs of education and teachers. Partnership and mutual learning, not charity, form the central philosophy of the BCTF International Solidarity Program. Namibia “Because of BCTF support for our training program, teachers in Namibia are more assertive of their rights.” This was the message brought to the BCTF executive in August by John Nakuta, general secretary of NANTU (Namibian National Union of Teachers). Namibia was a colony of South Africa until its independence in 1989, at which point the long process of dismantling the apartheid system began. “Our system was oppressive and repressive,” Nakuta told the executive. “The training supported by the BCTF has helped our members be equipped now as advocates in their schools.” In addition to resources for the training, matched by funding from OXFAM-Canada, the BCTF has provided experienced staff representative trainers, who travelled to Namibia to work with colleagues there. Don Reader, from Vancouver Elementary, for example, spent an extended time over several years assisting in the design and delivery of school representative workshops, and he has participated in the training of more than a thousand Namibian teachers in advocacy skills. Nakuta told the BCTF that NANTU is committed to becoming self-reliant, and the BCTF support has played an important role as they develop toward that goal. Federation members come back from experiences like Reader’s enriched by the experience and committed to building links between teachers internationally. South Africa The non-racial teacher union created in South Africa in 1990 as apartheid finally started to crumble has been linked with the BCTF since its beginning. Initially, funding was provided to the South African Democratic Teachers’ Union (SADTU) to assist in its sign-up of members in a climate where change was under way but sand was being poured in the gears by those who opposed the transformation from white domination. Once an organization was in place, SADTU drew on BCTF experience in developing training programs for union activists. Those soon became incorporated as a regular part of the program of the organization, fully financed by the rapidly growing union. A union priority—and a national priority—is the creation of a “culture of learning” in South Africa’s schools that had been thrown into chaos by apartheid and the social struggle to end it. Union professional development programs were seen as making an essential contribution to the process. The BCTF and the Canadian Teachers’ Federation responded to SADTU’s request for support in this initiative. Retired BCTF Professional Development Director Mike Zlotnik spent a month in the country listening to the dreams and problems of teachers and, with another CTF colleague, made a recommendation for future program directions. Initial startup funding will soon be replaced by ongoing allocations from South African teacher fees. The SADTU­BCTF relationship has been further developed by many exchanges. The most recent, in April, saw 10 South African union activists spend three weeks in B.C. teacher locals and schools. Ten B.C. teachers, in return, spent three weeks in August, getting to know the teachers and schools of South Africa. In less than 10 years, SADTU has grown into a strong union for the teachers of South Africa. It is carrying out its own international solidarity programs, now, helping other teacher organizations in Africa develop their capacity to serve teachers and education. Latin America Throughout Latin America, women make up the great majority of the teaching force, but few have been in leadership positions in their union. That is changing, and the BCTF has played a role in encouraging that change. The Federation has supported programs to encourage women to get active in the union in several countries in Central and South America. Every program has led to some increased participation of women in the union, through women’s committees or secretariats. Many more women are being elected to union offices. Rosario Bajarona, from the Women’s Commission of the Education Workers of Guatemala, described the impact in this way: “Guatemalan teachers have been motivated by what British Columbian teachers do in their own context. They have helped us to understand our rights as teachers within the union. Many women teachers are now participating actively, and, finally, three women have been elected to the national union executive.” Project Overseas The Canadian Teachers’ Federation annually runs professional development programs in other countries, using the facilitation skills of Canadian teachers. The program has been sending teachers overseas for two-to-four-week workshops since the 1960s. Four BCTF members are funded to take part each year. Some countries in which B.C. teachers have worked over the past few years are Dominica, Ghana, Guyana, Lesotho, Malawi, Mongolia, Mozambique, Nepal, Tanzania, Thailand, Tibet, Sierra Leone, and St. Vincent. Cuba Teachers in Cuba could offer anyone in the world lessons in organizing. Skills and programs are no problem—but the resources to carry them out are. The U.S. blockade and current economic problems mean programs just sit on a shelf. Paper to print manuals, tools to put on workshops—all of these are lacking. The BCTF, with matching funding from the Canadian government through CIDA, has provided some basic resources to the teachers’ union. And B.C. teachers responded when a Cuban-teacher-union officer told the 1997 BCTF Summer Conference about how the shortages affect the classroom. She said that teachers had to collect notebooks from students at the end of the school year and erase the pages so that the next year’s class would have notebooks. This news led to an immediate collection for paper and pencils for her to carry back with her to Cuba. Teachers and students around B.C. contributed 10,000 notebooks and crates of pencils last December to be sent to Cuban students. A similar program will be carried out this school year. Now a teacher tour to Cuba for the December holiday is being jointly organized for B.C. teachers by Co-Development Canada and the Cuban teacher union. One week of the two-week trip will be spent visiting schools and meeting teachers, all organized by the union. Larry Kuehn is the director of the BCTF’s Research & Technology Division. Spring Break ’99 school group trips to Cuba Looking for new sights, sounds, flavours, and people? Looking for a travel experience that is thought-provoking, exciting, and safe? Consider a teacher-student tour to Cuba for the 1999 Spring Break. Cuba is culturally, historically, and politically fascinating—not to mention warm and sunny. Discover why this controversial Caribbean island is such a unique and exhilarating place to visit. Co-Development Canada, a non-government development organization that works with the BCTF and the Cuban teachers’ union, is organizing the tours. Students will link with Cuban youth to share ideas and experiences, and participate in community projects. For more information, contact Co-Development Canada: (604) 708-1495, F: (604) 708-1497, or codev@web.net)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=25058&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 4, January/February 2012   Technology educators declare need for standards  Technology education in BC schools has changed in recent years as a result of funding cuts and the removal of maximum class-size numbers by government. There are fewer technology education teachers, and those remaining are teaching larger classes with less supplies, equipment, and maintenance than ever before. In an attempt to address the resultant problems in program quality and teaching and learning conditions, the BC Technology Education Association (BCTEA), a provincial specialist association of the BCTF, has compiled a comprehensive document outlining recognized best practices—BCTEA Best Practices Guide. Health and safety is an underlying theme in all sections. The technology education environment  Teaching and learning in technology education take place in school facilities that are similar to industrial workplaces. WorkSafe BC health and safety policies cover the teachers and other school district employees, who work in these settings, but not the students. The BCTEA believes that WorkSafe BC should cover students, and that a separate set of WorkSafe BC policies should be developed to address the unique safety issues pertaining to students working and learning in an industrial environment. The most significant factors that influence safe learning environments for technology education students are class size and composition, teacher qualifications, education assistant (EA) training, facilities, and budgets. Class size and composition  Current class-size legislation allows technology education classes of 30 students, the same limit as any other subject area, despite the unique safety issues in the industrial settings typical of shops in middle and secondary schools. Previously, 45 school districts had agreed to put class-size limits of 20–24 students in collective agreements, often as firm numbers that were exempted from a flex factor, and also agreed that the number of students in a shop shall not exceed the number of students who can be safely accommodated, or the number for which the facilities were designed or equipped. Complicating the issue is the growing trend of multigrade, multicourse classes that see a teacher instructing two to four grade levels of students in different curricula during the same class. The government stripped these provisions from teacher collective agreements in 2002, but the liability for safe teaching and learning environments in technology education shops remains. The BCTEA takes the position that class size in technology education classes should be based on: the inclusion of EAs in any class count. an absolute limit of 20 students and EAs per teacher (with the exception of drafting classes) or the number that can be safely accommodated in the facilities as designed and equipped, whichever is lower. possible further reductions if the class includes beginning ESL students or students with special needs who require additional or unique safety supervision. a teacher–student ratio that allows for adequate supervision considering the number of courses running concurrently, and the equipment required for the course, e.g., a senior wood shop presents different supervision challenges than a senior electronics shop. a minimum floor area, defined in terms of useable floor area, i.e., not covered by machinery, furnishings, etc., that is adequate for the specific program and its associated equipment, storage, and workspace needs. a minimum area per student to allow for safe working space in the context of the specific program and its associated equipment and activities. The BCTEA supports the inclusion of students with special needs in technology education classrooms but argues that many students with or without any identified special needs may require an individual education plan if they are to function safely in a shop environment and achieve the goals of the curriculum. Aspects particular to technology education should be clearly defined in the IEP. Teacher qualifications  For a variety of economic, social, and educational reasons it has become increasingly difficult to employ and retain well-trained technology education specialists in the province’s public schools. This has resulted in many teachers without specific training in technology education teaching technology education courses. Some have industry experience and/or qualifications, while others are self-taught or hobbyists. The BCTEA takes the position that the minimum qualifications for teaching middle school or secondary technology education classes is successful completion of a Teacher Qualification Services (TQS) recognized technology education training program, inclusive of a practicum sponsored by a teacher who has these qualifications. The nature of teacher qualifications is a factor in program quality and in the safety of the teaching and learning environment. Training for education assistants (EAs)  Increasingly, technology education classes have EAs working with special needs students. EAs, like all other employees, are subject to rights and responsibilities under WorkSafe BC legislation, including the right to training and the right to refuse unsafe work. For an EA to effectively supervise and assist the assigned student(s), they must have a reasonable and verifiable understanding of the procedures, practices, machinery, and tools being used in a particular course and setting. Employers have an obligation to provide training in safe work protocols and to ensure that these protocols are being followed. Facilities  The BCTEA recommends the establishment of a provincial program advisory committee, comprised of technology education teachers appointed by the BCTF and representatives from industry and post-secondary institutions, to establish provincial standards regarding facility design and a minimum equipment inventory. Two areas critical to facility design are: a minimum floor area, defined in terms of useable floor area, i.e., not covered by machinery, furnishings, etc., that is adequate for the specific program and its associated equipment, storage, and workspace needs, and a minimum area per student to allow for safe working space in the context of the specific program and its associated equipment and activities. The advisory committee’s recommendations would be used to plan and maintain shop facilities throughout the province. In the meantime, the BCTEA offers standards for both facilities and equipment needed to effectively run technology education programs in our schools. The standards are intended to apply to new construction or renovations to existing facilities. Budgets  The BCTEA recommends the formation of a provincial program advisory committee to assist in the establishment of a basic equipment inventory that school districts could use to develop realistic budgets. This group would be comprised of representatives from industry, post-secondary training, and teachers of technology education and would have a good understanding of costs relating to tools and equipment necessary to carry out technology education programs. For the full report: www.bctea.org )
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2011/11/smartphones-or-saxophones-bcedplan-gets.html?showComment0751327061534527,Staffroom Confidential: Smartphones or saxophones? bcedplan gets it wrong Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Sunday, November 6, 2011 Smartphones or saxophones? bcedplan gets it wrong I don't happen to believe that schooling is simply a preparation for the workforce. But even if you did, a little critical examination of Minister Abbott's bcedplan might have you shaking your head. Minister Abbott was widely quoted promoting the virtues of technology in schools. CKNW reported that "The model includes a focus on critical thinking and bringing technology into the classroom, including smartphones and tablets." Abbott's rationale? ""The world has changed and continues to change and in order to keep pace we need to shift the way we look at teaching and learning". (http://www.news1130.com/news/local/article/293529--bc-releases-new-education-plan-in-midst-of-teachers-strike) Now I'm not a Luddite, and as an Information Technology teacher myself I do believe we need computer education at the secondary level and that there is an argument for some technology in earlier grades based on good pedagogy and as a tool for teachers and students. But I was intrigued by a quote from an article in The Economist this week on a similar subject: "The nature of what constitutes work today—the notion of a full-time job—will have to change dramatically. The things that make people human—the ability to imagine, feel, learn, create, adapt, improvise, have intuition, act spontaneously—are the comparative advantages they have over machines. They are also the skills that machines, no matter how smart, have had the greatest difficulty replicating." (http://www.economist.com/blogs/babbage/2011/11/artificial-intelligence) So even if you did happen to think that so called 21st century education should be preparation for 21st century work, you might still come to the conclusion that more technology in schools is a mistake, and maybe focusing on creativity should happen without machines - particularly at younger ages. Two widely circulated articles appeared this week in the New York Times and the Globe & Mail on the subject of Waldorf schools and their attitude towards technology in schools. Waldorf schools do not introduce any technology until high school. They also require that every student learn a string instrument. (http://www.nytimes.com/2011/10/23/technology/at-waldorf-school-in-silicon-valley-technology-can-wait.html?ref=us) There is a growing collection of reasons to question the validity of more technology for younger students. Recent recommendations from the medical community suggest no screen time for very young children and limited screen time for elementary age children. The realities of two working parent households mean that many children get all the screen time they should before they step into the school yard. Most parents I know judge a child care centre on how few televisions or computers they have, not how many. Which gets me to the title of today's post: Smartphones or saxophones? I'm using music here as a metaphor for all the creative arts - many of the same arguments apply. And of course it shouldn't necessarily be an either or for resources in schools, but exactly where are the saxophones in the Minister's plan? I've never understood why music has been relegated to an "extra" in our schools. Almost no school or District in BC provides music at every school and free musical instruments for every student. And yet no school expects students to bring their own laptop to the computer lab, soccer ball to the playing field or saw to the carpentry room (although they are increasingly charged for the wood!). Sadly, most music programs have been forced to charge fees and rely on parents supplying instruments and fundraising extensively. Some even ask parents to purchase the sheet music. Music specialist teachers have all but disappeared in many Districts at the elementary level. Music teachers pour their hearts into their programs and work hours and hours of overtime to provide concert opportunities, to organize fundraising, and to plan trips for bands, choirs and orchestras. In my mind, music literacy and knowing how to play a musical instrument and read music should be one of the core skills taught in K-12 schools. A myriad of literature makes the connection between musical literacy and learning - particularly learning of pattern recognition and mathematical skills. Music teaches about persistence, patience, creativity, teamwork, history, and beauty. Moreover music is an integral component to many of the "knowledge based" work opportunities available today. Outside private music lessons are prohibitively expensive for many families, making public school the only opportunity for learning an instrument for a good portion of the population. I heard a music teacher lament recently about the impossibility of the school District ever supplying adequate resources to purchase $500 instruments for all students. And yet the very same government can afford a $1.2 billion contract with Telus for increased computer network access. Where's the 21st century creativity in that? Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 11:28 AM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 5 comments: UnknownNovember 8, 2011 at 9:30 PM Bravo! Well said.ReplyDelete AnonymousNovember 14, 2011 at 7:25 PM Music in general, band classes, guitar class, drama, and art: it's all headed for the scrap heap. I don’t even get enough of a budget for reeds in my band program; never mind new sheet music. Today’s students are not really interested in much of anything that involves school. They love their phones.ReplyDelete Tannis HendraNovember 18, 2011 at 5:05 PM Great article. Very well said.ReplyDelete Connie Foss MoreJanuary 11, 2012 at 8:42 PM This is inspirational and quotable - thanks VERY much! I've just forwarded the URL to the Board members of the Kodaly Society of Canada.ReplyDelete Piano Teacher belmont caJanuary 20, 2012 at 4:12 AM Thanks for this post. It Very nice Blog. It was a very good Blog. I like it. Thanks for sharing knowledge. Ask you to share good Blog again.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ▼  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ▼  November (8) LRB dismisses BCPSEA application 19th century labour relations for 21st century edu... Change sweeps across many BC school Boards Victoria Trustee candidates - My voting card Is Bill 33 discriminatory? Pearson-alized learning: Guest commentary on #bced... Smartphones or saxophones? bcedplan gets it wrong Teacher activism: Keeping BC's education system st... ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7262,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 3, November/December 2005 Opinion: Socially responsible investing Teachers' pension fund invests in bullets, bombs, and butts by Jim Pine Do you know where our $12 billion pension fund is being invested? We buy shares in tobacco, weapons, gambling, and sweatshops. For a complete listing, visit www.bcimc.com. Go to Investments and then open bcIMC Inventory March 31, 2004. As a social justice union, why are we investing in anti-union, sweatshop companies like Wal-Mart? bullet manufacturer SNC Lavellin? Cruise Missile developer Raytheon Corporation? the world’s biggest tobacco seller Altria (previously known as Phillip Morris)? Iraqi war profiteer Halliburton? gambling corporations like The Great Canadian Casino? On my year-long odyssey of investigation. I’ve discovered that we don’t have to put our money into unethical companies. We can use our money morally by following socially responsible investing, or SRI. Whenever the issue of applying non-financial criteria to the investment decision-making process, there are a number of concerns raised. The first concern is that SRI would compromise the fiduciary responsibility of our pension trustees to maximize pension returns. Is SRI prudent? Lawyer Gil Yaron answers the question of legal permissibility of SRI in his May 17, 2005 paper on fiduciary duties: "A review of both statutory and common law indicates that the law does not prohibit the use of investment screening and economically targeted investments (ETI) as part of a pension plan’s investment policy. Pension trustees may incorporate investment screening and ETI into a fund’s investment strategy provided that it is articulated in the fund’s investment policy, that it is communicated to plan members, and that it does not impair the risk and return profile of the fund’s portfolio." ("Fiduciary Duties, Investment Screening and Economically Targeted Investing: A Flexible Approach for Changing Times," p. 22) www.share.ca/files/pdfs/FINAL DRAFT.pdf Historically, the implementation of negative screening regarding investments in South Africa played a significant role in the eventual collapse of apartheid. Increasingly, governments around the world are recognizing the consideration of non-financial criteria by pension fund trustees. In 2000, Britain "...adopted regulations that require pension funds to disclose" (a) the extent (if not all) to which social, environmental, or ethical considerations are taken into account in the selection, retention, and realization of investments..." (ibid, p.11) Sweden, Belgium, France, Germany, and Australia have enacted similar provisions. Austria, Spain, Denmark, Switzerland, and Italy are also considering similar clarifications. The second concern is that SRI would not be acting in the best interests of all of the shareholders and would breach the trustees fiduciary duty of loyalty, which requires pension trustees to act in the best interests of plan beneficiaries. But if the pension trustees are not considering SRI, are they acting in the best interests of plan beneficiaries? Trustees must not act in the best interest of the union or the plan members as union members. Their primary concern is the interest of plan members as plan beneficiaries. Yaron argues that: "Failure to consider non-financial indicators, such as climate change or corporate operations in zones of conflict, could constitute a breach of fiduciary duty where it is determined that trustees ought to have had a reasonable expectation that such factors could influence materially the long-term performance of plan investments." (ibid, p.9) A third concern is the trustees’ obligation to diversify and thereby safeguard pension monies against downturns that might negatively affect one sector. In other words, don’t put all of your eggs in one basket. So the argument goes that investing in SRI limits the world of investments. However, any investment strategy involves the selection of some investments to the exclusion of others. Traditional investment managers screen out lots of companies based on fundamental or other analysis. Applying criteria that focuses on social, environmental, and governance issues is simply doing more due diligence. While it used to be argued that in order to maintain sufficient diversity, bcIMC had to invest in the entire Canadian equity market, that is less of a concern now with the elimination of limits on foreign investments and the availability of other classes of investments. In other words, we don’t need Canadian tobacco and Canadian gambling in our portfolio anymore to maintain diversity. Diversification could also be interpreted as the need to balance between short-term and long-term investments. Optimal diversity may very well necessitate some form of SRI. For example, in the U.S., the United Methodist Church (US$10B) found that during the dotcom collapse, their investments in affordable housing helped to balance their equity losses. "When equities overall were declining, (the Church’s) $1 billion in affordable housing brought in 16.8% in 2000, 81% in 2001, and 12.8% through September 2002..." ("The New Fiduciary Duty," Business Ethics, Spring 2003) Finally, is SRI profitable? The web site, www.sristudies.org, lists 16 studies that show that SRI funds do as well as or better than comparable financial-only funds. The Domini 400 Social Index is a list of US companies that meet certain social and environmental criteria. Over the 10 years to 2001, the index returned an annual rate of 16.3%, compared with the 15.1% returned by the S&P 500. In Canada, we have the Jantzi Social Index of 60 Canadian companies selected on social responsibility criteria. Although the index does not have a long track record, historical data shows that the value of the JSI increased by 18.9% over a five-year period, compared with the TSE 100’s growth of 18.1% and the TSE 300’s 17.4% over the same period. As a parent and an educator, I want my money going to make the world a better place. I also want to know that my pension fund is in good shape. Investing my money in tobacco, gambling, and the weapons industry will not make this a better world. There are better options out there. Let’s be the change we wish to see in the world and start the move to SRI. Jim Pine teaches at Victoria High School, Victoria, and is a member of the GVTA Social Justice Committee. For more information, visit www.pensionjustice.info. Socially responsible investing by Teachers’ Pension Board of Trustees Socially responsible investing (SRI) is one of the hottest topics for pension-plan managers. If what the proponents of SRI state is true, implementation of an SRI strategy is not only necessary but required in order for the trustees to meet their legal and fiduciary responsibility to plan members. If it is not true, the trustees should avoid SRI. Unfortunately, in managing a pension plan such as the Teachers’ Pension Plan, issues such as SRI never have black-and-white solutions. What is SRI, and how is the Teachers’ Pension Board of Trustees responding to issues raised by SRI proponents? SRI is primarily selecting or managing investments according to social or environmental criteria. The Canadian Social Investment Review 2004 identifies a number of unique approaches: Screening based on exclusionary or inclusionary criteria such as tobacco, alcohol, environmental performance, human rights violations, community involvement, and employee relations. That top-down approach includes the application of pre-determined screens to investment selection. Stock portfolio analysis and management that integrate social responsibility and/or sustainability policies with traditional financial analysis. It is a bottom-up approach incorporating social policy considerations in the investment decision without establishing screens. Shareholder advocacy and corporate engagement strategies. Shareholders influence corporate behaviour through corporate communication, shareholder proposals, proxy voting policies, and divestment. The 2004 report indicates that no large Canadian public-sector pension plans have established screening as a method for implementing SRI policy. Further, the report indicates that only two organizations use analysis for implementing SRI policy: the Hospitals of Ontario Pension Plan and the Caisse de depot et placement du Quebec, which manages the pension assets for most Quebec public-sector pension plans. Finally, the report notes that many public-sector pension plans use shareholder advocacy and corporate engagement strategies to implement SRI policy. The first thing that members need to know is that the trustees are not sitting on their hands when it comes to SRI. One of the basic beliefs of the trustees is that the best performing and most profitable companies in the Canadian and world economies maintain high ethical standards, comply with environmental regulations, have a record of progressive labour relations, do not have business dealings with companies where human rights are violated, and do not have the production of armaments as their primary activity. Currently, active investment managers are instructed to favour companies that reflect those values; however, they are not instructed to screen out or exclude companies that do not meet those values. The trustees have taken a proactive role in terms of engagement and advocacy. They use their influence as shareholders to promote good corporate governance and to encourage companies to be good corporate citizens. The trustees believe that encouraging companies to employ high ethical standards is in the best interest of plan members and that they will be more influential by voting for proactive directors and resolutions at the company’s annual general meeting than they would be by boycotting their shares. The trustees also work with other institutional investors through the Canadian Coalition for Good Governance. The coalition represents Canadian institutional investors to promote best corporate governance practices and to align the interests of the boards and management with those of the shareholders (the trustees). The Ontario Teachers’ Pension Plan is a founding member of the coalition. And, the trustees co-operate with Shareholders’ Association for Research and Education (SHARE), a labour-sponsored B.C.-based non-profit organization whose objective is to help pension funds build sound investment practices, to protect the interest of plan beneficiaries and to contribute to a just and healthy society. One aspect of SHARE’s operation, in which the trustees participate, is tracking proxy voting and voting on shareholder initiatives by investment managers. As you would expect, the trustees of your pension plan have been proceeding cautiously as they consider the next steps to be taken with respect to SRI. The trustees cannot ignore the legal implications of any actions they take, notwithstanding the opinions of some, as there continues to be considerable debate among legal experts as to whether trustees can use SRI screens under the existing legislative framework. If the trustees were satisfied that there are no legal implications in moving forward on SRI screening, the bigger challenge may be that of determining criteria acceptable to all plan members for establishing the SRI screens. The members of the Teachers’ Pension Plan have diverse religious, economic, political, social, and personal views that need to be considered in establishing any criteria for including or excluding any investments. The Teachers’ Pension Board of Trustees continues to consider the issue of SRI. In fact, the trustees will be participating in a major review of the topic later this year that will include a one-day conference in which all aspects of SRI will be considered. It remains to be seen whether there are acceptable options out there that can be implemented and which, at the end of the day, will lead to a more financially viable pension plan. The focus of the trustees is to ensure that the pension promise made to teachers is met or exceeded. An implicit component of that promise is to keep the cost of the pension plan as low as possible. If SRI is a strategy that will help the trustees accomplish that goal, then it must be given serious consideration. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Touring a natural gas drilling rig with @MLA Mike Bernier, and Brian from EnCana http://t.co/AifdJ4H07b" @Teresa_Wat - 06:01pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8798&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, Number 4, March 2004 Co-operation, not ranking, improves learning by Pat Clarke The BCTF recently received a friendly invitation from the Fraser Institute to attend the unveiling of their latest inquiry on the state of the province’s schools. This one is entitled "Report Card on Aboriginal Education in British Columbia." The invitation states that "on every indicator of academic performance at both elementary and secondary levels the results are the same—Aboriginal student performance at even the highest ranked schools is barely average." It goes on to claim there is, however, considerable variation in the levels of academic success enjoyed by Aboriginal students, and this indicates that there are schools where these students do achieve well. All we have to do is find out what they do in these successful programs or schools and replicate it. The approach the FI is using is quite familiar to B.C. teachers. It is the research equivalent of the big-lie strategy in public relations—repeat often enough, and belief begins to set in. The FI has for many years perpetrated the notion that data obtained from test scores, either the FSA at the elementary school level or Grade 12 exams in secondary schools, can give us a reliable indication of how schools are doing. They will be doing the same in their "report card" on Aboriginal education. That is, doing a province-wide comparison of Aboriginal education entirely focussed on student achievement on paper and pencil tests. As a means of making judgments about the adequacy of school programs in general, this Victorian-era bromide for obtaining better results is simplistic and dangerous. For Aboriginal education, it is downright nasty and potentially disastrous. As always, the FI ignores the context. We know very well that the leading indicators of success for students, such as the socioeconomic circumstances they come from, are the primary determinants of how well they will do in school. For Aboriginal students, the consideration of these leading indicators is essential in planning for their success. The problem is that the reliance on results provided by test scores as a primary source of information diverts attention from root causes and focusses only on measurable outcomes. We know that an obsession with counting tends to focus our attention only on what is counted. For students who come to school with a complex array of issues from poverty to cultural dislocation, factory-model approaches to learning are too often exactly the wrong thing to do. A lock-step devotion to testing for example, is a good way to keep Aboriginal students away from schools, not in them. After many years of neglect and false starts, we have only recently started to turn the tide in Aboriginal education. We have seen the number of Aboriginal students who obtain Dogwood certificates almost double in five years. There are still far too many who are not succeeding in school, but the FI’s claim that the school system is failing, is a convenient overstatement that ignores some significant progress. That progress has begun mainly because we are paying more attention to the learning context for Aboriginal students. We are slowly making public schools more welcoming for Aboriginal students. We know that building a public school system that works for Aboriginal children requires an enormous and co-operative community effort. We know it requires resources dedicated to meeting the particular needs of these children, and programs that are sensitive to cultural and social circumstances. The BCTF has been trying to assist that development through our work with Aboriginal educators, a workshop program, and resource development specifically for Aboriginal teachers and learners. Making judgments about how well Aboriginal students are doing, based on standardized test results, doesn’t help. It does the opposite. A large-scale standardized testing program is nothing more than an expensive goose chase that drains resources from what we know really helps students succeed--smaller classes, relevant learning resources, learning assistance, and timely counselling. These are all features of a public school system that is devoted to success for every child. But the Fraser Institute evidently doesn’t have that as a priority. Once again, their mission is to undermine public confidence in public services and open the door to their friends and fellow travellers in the private sector looking to make a buck. Pat Clarke is the director of the BCTF’s Professional and Social Issues Division.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=27949,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 25, Number 1, September 2012   Starving the reading tree  By Noel Herron   Minister wants BC schools to make reading top priority in early grades, Vancouver Sun, July 26, 2012  Once upon a time there was a Liberal education minister—in fact five Liberal education ministers—who were so enamoured with their love of reading that they boldly proclaimed the promise of a “New Era“ of North American leadership for British Columbia in the field. Sadly, this promise was not to be, as minister after minister, neglected to nourish the reading tree with their cumulative cuts to programs and services so that slowly, over a decade, the tree lost its essential sustaining support. But along came magical George Abbott, our new education minister, with a promise to reinvigorate the reading tree; however, unfortunately once more the government onus was put on the dedicated workers who had already won international accolades for their superb work in the field. Magic George, regrettably, had a brief senior moment, when interviewed by a Vancouver radio station host and could not recall the repeated and cumulative losses the field workers experienced as their colleagues—1,500 in all—across the literary landscape disappeared from view: teacher-librarians (277); ESL teachers (328); special education teachers (737); school counsellors (106); Aboriginal teachers (10). Not to mention the shortage of tools and the stressful conditions the workers experienced—the 12,300 oversized classes; the shortage of pre-literacy, read-aloud books, basal instructional readers, plus school library books; the loss of inner-city head start programs; and the loss of access to school-based learning assistance services as well as specialized and intensive, district remedial reading programs. Indeed the workers and their parent helpers often had to initiate fundraising drives to sustain the materials and supplies the reading tree needed. But Magic George, wise in the ways of the world and knowing that a provincial election was in the offing—indeed the minister being the current co-chair of the party platform— had to do something tangible, so he and the elves in Victoria decided to appoint yet another superintendent, this time in reading, to oversee the workers. And so the sad tale of the undernourished reading tree in British Columbia continues unchanged, with the weary workers hoping in the spring to see a change of government.  Noel Herron, former Vancouver trustee and school principal   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11838,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2000 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 13, Number 1, September 2000 Readers Write A fine article on one-room schools I wanted to tell you how much I enjoyed the article “One-room schoolhouses,” by Verena Foxx (May/June 2000). It was not only interesting and informative but also inspiring. If I have the opportunity to teach again some day, I would love to have the chance to teach in a one-room school. For three years, I taught my five children at home, while our family was living on the Queen Charlotte Islands, and it is very interesting to me to see the positive similarities between the home-school situation and the one-room classroom. The comments made by Heather Johnson, Dodie Eyer, and Cathy Erikson were similar to my experiences as a home-school teacher. I also completely agree with Dorthe Davison’s vision. It seems a shame that some districts are trying hard to close down the few remaining one-room schools. I believe it is very important to have a wide variety of alternative learning situations within the public school system. Thank you again for the fine article. It truly deserved to be on the front page. Norma Hill Keremeos Proud that BCTF is challenging TWU I disagree with the previous letters from my colleagues in Nanaimo. I am proud that my union, the BCTF, is challenging the Trinity Western University. The TWU is like many others (a sheep in wolf’s clothing) institutions in our society. They are opposed to homosexuality and believe it is a grave sin. They also espouse the family as they perceive it, which is the family unit of father, mother and child. Three-quarters of our society does not reflect that family unit any more. That of course means that TWU grads could not be objective when dealing with the issues that children bring with them to school. Christianity is no basis for any school facilities any more. One has only to look at recent court discussions on Christian schools that abused their students or at other religious institutions that hide behind beliefs to bolster personal agendas. I wholeheartedly endorse the BCTF for fighting against this type of institutionalized homophobia and discrimination, as I am sure the majority of my teacher colleagues do. Cheryl Sosnowski Nanaimo Thanks for Teacher As president of our Parent Advisory Council, I just want to express my appreciation for receiving a copy of the Teacher newsmagazine. It is informative, enlightening, and educational. Thank you for including us in your mailing list. Cynthia Feldmann Penticton Real audiences for student books I was pleased to see Andy Pfeiffer’s detailed article on providing a real audience for high school students (May/June 2000). It is a great idea. I began using a similar approach in 1983 on my teaching practicum at Point Grey Senior Secondary School, in Vancouver. I refined the process in 1987 while teaching remedial Grade 10s in Australia. We chose Grade 3s for our audience. All the students enjoyed the process, and for the book launch I baked a huge chocolate cake in the shape of some large Australian animal that I can’t recall now. The principal and head of the English Department attended, and there were short speeches and photos-like a “real” book launch. Joan Buchanan Salt Spring Island Take back the NIDs Thanks to the PD staff for their insightful article “Everything you always wanted to know about PD days” (March 2000). If you value PD and your personal time, that article is worth reading as it highlights a number of problems plaguing the five days that have been set aside for teacher professional development (PD). In 1972, British Columbia teachers gave up part of their summer holidays (without monetary compensation) so that schools could be closed during the school year for more group-based PD. As the value of the group-based PD sessions is questionable, we should consider deleting the days from the school year and returning them to the summer holidays. This means school would be dismissed a week earlier than it is now. While there has been some good PD, we have frequently suffered through unproductive school-based sessions that have made us wonder why we were not in the classroom that day. It is becoming increasingly common for the PD days to be used for activities that are not considered to be PD (accreditation, first aid, school planning, and curriculum development). Think of the possibilities if we had this personal week back and school let out no later than June 23 instead of June 30. Following is an incomplete list of such possibilities: Our employer would save money by early closure. Overworked and stressed out staff would have more time to recover The public would stop being critical about our NID closures. Parents wouldn’t have to scramble for sitters. Senior students heading to university could increase their summer income by 10%. Senior students wouldn’t be working their summer jobs while taking provincial exams during the last week of June. Summer sessions wouldn’t be such a mad scramble. Teachers would have a few days between the last day of school and the first day of summer session. Families could more easily manage their vacation plans. Students would still have the same number of days in session with fewer disruptions. We would still be paid the same. It is time to consider taking back our personal time for a longer summer break. We will still have PD, and it could very well be more valuable than what we have now. Tim Wolders Anne Marie Mol Haida Gwaii/Queen Charlotte Annotated collections work I hope you can pass along my appreciation to a colleague for a teaching idea he gave me. In Teacher, Vol. 11, No. 1, September 1998, you published a letter from Wayne Thom in Sooke, suggesting that an annotated collection be assigned to students instead of a research essay. This would give them experience with research from various sources, but avoid the problems of plagiarism. I decided to use this idea with the History 12 students I teach using a computer managed system. Following the suggestions in the letter, I gave my students this assignment, and found it worked beautifully. During the subsequent semesters, I have adjusted the instructions, my evaluation, and so on, and find the project works well with different levels of students. I'm not sure how difficult it would be to have a whole classful of these research projects to evaluate, but for the few students I have each term, it is ideal. Please pass my thanks on to Wayne Thom for sharing his ideas. Linda Costain Masset Primary teachers feedback sought The B.C. Primary Teachers’ Association is currently rewriting the BCPTA Evaluation Techniques and Resources Handbook II, published in 1992. If you have used this document and have any suggestions or feedback on how we can improve and update this document, please contact: Marianne McTavish (604) 922-7267 (phone/fax) or Carol Johns (250) 526-5338, F: (250)426-0191. In addition, we are looking for sample, suggestions, and ideas of assessment, evaluation, and reporting practices. Many teachers have taken ideas from previous evaluation binders and adapted them for their own needs. We would be happy to accept contributions of ideas, formats, strategies, blackline masters, etc. for consideration. BCPTA Evaluation Technique and Resources Handbook II is still currently available from Sharron Cooke (604) 271-2429. Marianne McTavish BCPTA PD Co-ordinator Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7952,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 5, March 2005 New Teachers' Conference Why did you choose to be a teacher? As a child, I loved school. My experiences and memories will stay with me forever. The teachers I had not only taught me the curriculum but also taught me about life. I want to be a part of my students’ learning. Stacey Galigan, Okanagan Similkameen TOC I chose to be a teacher because I love being around kids and giving them what I have to offer. I love seeing kids learn, understand, and speak French because it displays their immense potential. My primary teacher, reading Gabrielle Roy’s les enfants de ma vie, my relationship with my aikido instructor, and a love for languages were also great influences in my choosing to become a teacher. I’m glad I’m a teacher because it will give me opportunities in activism, graduate work, administrative work, and mentorship. Kim Riddick, Delta Learning a variety of topics daily with children of all ages is definitely not a boring career! Facilitating an environment of discovery is often challenging; however, when you witness a struggling child light up with enthusiasm, eager to learn more, the reward is worth the effort. Shay Iverson, Abbotsford TOC I enjoy working with and helping people. I believe education is extremely important. I feel I can make a difference in young people’s lives. Mark Plimley, Coquitlam TOC I realized after being active in my children’s school and school life that I really enjoyed being a part of a school community. I enjoy the challenge of creating exciting lessons, of motivating students, and seeing their progress. Teaching allows me to be a creative person. Rhonda Leduc, Victoria/Sooke TOC Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=29351,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > March 2013 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 25, Number 5, March 2013   Reflections on a teacher institute: The museum as classroom  By Agnieszka Chalas   The arts have been a central component of my life from an early age that I have nurtured through academic study and by pursuing a career in the arts. When reflecting on my personal arts-related experiences, one pivotal learning experience from the formative years of my formal education stands out as having had a profound and lasting impression on me in the sense that it expanded my career possibilities—ultimately influencing my decision to pursue a career in art museum education—and informed my subsequent museum programming practice. As a preservice art teacher, I participated in a teacher institute hosted by the Vancouver Art Gallery (VAG) while pursuing my Bachelor of Art Education at the University of British Columbia. Taught by Dr. Kit Grauer and Dr. Cheryl Meszaros, the then head of Public Programs, this credited teacher preparation course was an immersion into the Carr, O’Keeffe, Kahlo: Places of Their Own exhibition which ran from June 15, 2002 to September 15, 2002, and introduced prospective teachers to interpretive strategies in the museum. Each day of the institute was divided among in-gallery exploration, interpretive activities, talks and demonstrations on interpretive strategies, in addition to lectures and panel discussions by artists, curators, art historians, and educators. Throughout the institute, I was encouraged to make personal and professional connections between the exhibition and the pedagogical content presented and my student teaching experience using a visual journal. For my final project I was required to express my new learning through either the creation of a body of artwork or the development of a teaching unit that dealt with some of the themes (nature, culture, self) explored throughout the institute, which was later exchanged with other participants. While later working as the director of Public Programs and Education at the Kitchener-Waterloo Art Gallery (KW|AG), an award-winning contemporary art museum in south-western Ontario, I often reflected on this experience when designing teacher-oriented museum programs, especially those aimed at assisting preservice teachers in integrating art museum resources into classroom instruction and increasing their understandings of the importance of museums in art education. At KW|AG, I experimented with new ways to provide teachers with professional development opportunities that would increase their efficacy in the use of museum resources. Teacher programs included model teaching sessions that introduced teachers to new art-making techniques and provided teachers with first-hand experience with both museum collections and the development and implementation of exhibition-based activities. Curriculum-aligned teacher resources further offered background information on artists and artworks, discussion questions to engage students, and extension ideas. Teachers were also invited to participate in a virtual community to discuss issues and share ideas and resources related to the teaching of art. A fundamental lesson from the teacher institute was the primacy placed on interaction with both the museum’s art collection and the physical environment it was housed in. The opportunity to learn in this inspiring environment, to access real artifacts, and to gain practical experience in the development of activities that used the art collections as a learning tool for my students was a powerful new experience for me. It was this experience that I’ve endeavoured to recreate for teachers—one that capitalizes on the unique physical environment of the museum by providing them with high levels of accessibility to engage with artworks in an effort to increase their comfort levels in introducing them, and the concepts behind them, to their students. The success of the teacher institute was also shaped in large part by the emphasis placed on social interaction and exchange. It connected me to professionals I normally would not have access to and allowed me to study and learn with my peers as we responded to each other and compared our range of insights in a socially supportive, yet challenging learning environment. Discussions, conversations, dialogue-based tours, and the questions generated during the institute all provided the opportunity for observation, participation, conversation, and active engagement. It was the ability to engage in a process of collective learning that encouraged me to simultaneously create and refine my own ideas while drawing from the knowledge and experience of the other participants, making it both enjoyable and memorable. With this in mind, a primary goal for me when designing teacher-oriented museum programs has been to offer opportunities for teachers to socially construct new knowledge by connecting with others in a learning community that promotes both individual and collective growth. Significantly, the teacher institute also employed a constructivist and differentiated educational framework that made meaningful connections to individuals’ lived experiences, while accommodating differences amongst their learning styles. This framework was used to structure all course content and assignments, providing for a multiplicity of ways to engage with course material and express learning while encouraging participants to relate to their existing base of knowledge and prior personal and professional experiences. Being able to learn in my preferred learning style and negotiate new meanings through the lens of my own experiences helped me to understand and apply my new learning. I have adopted this theoretical framework into my own programs, consistently validating a teacher’s experiences and knowledge as a means of building upon it. It is my belief that the key to developing successful teacher-oriented museum programs lies in understanding teachers’ needs and interests. My own experience as a participant in the teacher institute at the VAG helped inform my understanding of where teachers’ values lie and where time and resources are most productively invested. By identifying what was transformative about this experience for me, I have discovered that a welcoming environment with maximum access to museum resources, a program organized to capitalize on learning as a social activity, and a constructivist teaching approach has served my needs and interests as a preservice teacher. While my museum programming practice and vision for teacher-oriented museum programs continues to evolve, the experience of participating in the teaching institute at the VAG had a profound influence on my approach to facilitating the learning and growth of others. Agnieszka Chalas, co-executive director/manager, Community Engagement at ArtsSmarts  Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8702,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, Number 6, May/June 2004 La motivation scolaire : l’affaire de tout le monde Pourquoi certains élèves sont-ils enthousiasmés par une activité tandis que d’autres rechignent constamment, peu importe ce qu’on leur propose ? Pourquoi certains élèves quittent-ils le programme d’immersion en arrivant au secondaire ou abandonnent-ils le français de base après la 8e année ? Que répondre aux parents qui nous demandent de les aider à trouver des façons de retenir leurs jeunes dans ces programmes et de les garder aussi enthousiastes qu’ils l’étaient au début ? Pour essayer de comprendre le phénomène d’abandon de programme, il faut d’abord définir cette variable qu’est la motivation. On sait tous qu’un enfant doit être motivé pour apprendre, mais la motivation ne suffit pas à elle-même. L’enfant doit aussi avoir les capacités d’apprendre. Par le passé, les chercheurs mesuraient l’effet de la motivation sur l’apprentissage par la persévérance des élèves. Plus un élève était motivé, plus il consacrait de temps à ses travaux et meilleurs étaient ses résultats. De nouvelles recherches concluent maintenant que l’engagement cognitif est un autre facteur de premier plan ; en d’autres mots, un élève motivé est non seulement persévérant mais utilise des stratégies efficaces pour arriver à comprendre. Les chercheurs contemporains reconnaissent que la motivation est un phénomène intrinsèque et que l’intensité de la motivation de l’élève dépend du milieu d’apprentissage. Cette motivation est influencée aussi par l’idée que l’élève se fait de l’intelligence et les buts qu’il se fixe. Ce qui est autant significatif, c’est la perception qu’il a de l’importance de l’activité à accomplir, de sa compétence à réussir la tâche et du degré de contrôle que l’enseignant lui accorde pour mener à terme le travail. Les chercheurs qui ont une orientation sociocognitive jugent que la motivation n’est pas innée. D’après leurs recherches, la motivation se modifie selon les perceptions qu’une personne a d’elle-même, le milieu dans lequel elle vit et les événements qui surviennent. Si on transpose ce constat en milieu scolaire, on conclut que la motivation de l’élève se modifie au gré des perceptions qu’il a de ses expériences en classe et à l’école. Toutes ces recherches ne font que réaffirmer la valeur de l’auto-évaluation. Vers l’âge de 3 ans, l’enfant devient conscient de ses succès et de ses échecs. À la maternelle, il se perçoit comme étant bon, moins bon ou pas bon du tout et, en général, a tendance à se surestimer. Son jugement, toutefois, s’aligne assez rapidement au primaire avec celui de ses enseignants ou de ses parents, et à la fin de l’élémentaire le jeune tend plutôt à se sous-estimer, une inclination qui se maintient au secondaire. Ces mêmes recherches indiquent aussi, qu’au secondaire, le jeune est porté à s’évaluer en fonction des matières à l’étude. Il se juge bon en science mais mauvais en français. Cette baisse au niveau de l’estime de soi au secondaire s’explique en partie par les changements physiologiques et physiques qui se produisent chez le jeune. À ceci s’ajoute le manque de cohésion entre les besoins de l’adolescent et ce que les secondaires offrent. Les études révèlent que les ados ont besoin d’appartenir à un groupe, recherchent leur propre identité et ont besoin d’autonomie envers les adultes. Regardez le fonctionnement des secondaires : on y trouve des adultes qui contrôlent, une atmosphère de compétition en classe et sur le terrain de sport et une programmation scolaire qui mise encore beaucoup trop sur les connaissances plutôt que les habiletés. En sus aux facteurs humains qui influent sur la motivation, il y a des facteurs environnementaux à considérer. Le rôle du milieu familial est crucial. Les parents doivent avoir des attentes et des exigences élevées, mais celles-ci doivent refléter les habiletés et les capacités de leur enfant. Ce dernier doit sentir la confiance des adultes autour de lui et être assuré d’un appui soutenu de la part de sa famille. Les parents doivent saisir les occasions qui leur permettent de devenir des apprenants afin de modeler les comportements qui mènent à la réussite. Ce qu’il faut à tout prix éviter, ce sont les comportements négatifs et les commentaires anodins à l’égard des enseignants et de l’école. Enfin, la culture de l’école est un autre élément environnemental qui a un impact sur la motivation. Une institution qui mise sur l’apprentissage coopératif, l’entraide, le respect de soi et des autres favorise plus la motivation qu’une école qui souligne la compétition et le rendement scolaire. Dans cet enjeu de la motivation, quel est l’impact du comportement de l’enseignant ? Recherche après recherche, les données confirment que les activités pédagogiques, l’évaluation, le système de récompenses et de sanctions et l’enseignant lui-même sont des facteurs influents. Les activités pédagogiques motivantes correspondent aux intérêts des jeunes, proposent un défi, ont des consignes clairement articulées et permettent de faire des choix. Quant à l’évaluation, celle-ci nuit à la motivation si elle pousse les élèves à se comparer ou à se mettre en compétition et ne valorise que les bons rendements. Par rapport aux récompenses, le débat intellectuel se poursuit et plusieurs chercheurs nous mettent en garde contre l’effet de surjustification. La surjustification se produit lorsque l’élève ne travaille que pour la récompense et non plus pour le plaisir d’apprendre. Pour ce qui est du rôle de l’enseignant, les élèves réagissent positivement à un être chaleureux qui implique la classe dans les décisions de gestion et qui s’occupe de tous les élèves de façon équitable. La motivation repose souvent sur les perceptions des élèves. Les enseignants peuvent agir pour modifier ces perceptions car ce sont eux qui créent les contextes de travail. Conséquemment, une planification judicieuse des activités qui tient compte des besoins et du potentiel de chaque élève éveillera la motivation intrinsèque de l’apprenant. Des soirées d’information auprès des parents pour expliquer le concept de la motivation et proposer des comportements qui encouragent la motivation contribueront au succès scolaire de leurs enfants. À bien y penser, la motivation scolaire, c’est vraiment ‘l’affaire’ de tous les intervenants. Synopsis A number of students drop out of French immersion and FSL often for lack of motivation. By understanding the concept of motivation, teachers can reflect on their teaching and initiate the changes that can improve their students’ motivation. And by helping parents to better grasp the notion of motivation, teachers are building an optimum setting for success. – Paule Desgroseilliers Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/help.aspx?id=4282,BCTF > BCTF E-Mail List Policy — Information for List Users  	BCTF web site help  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Help BCTF E-Mail List Policy — Information for List Users Purpose of BCTF E-mail Lists Electronic mailing lists aid in the distribution of information via e-mail to groups of users that share common interests. They can be a convenient and effective tool when used appropriately. Policies Regarding the Appropriate Use of BCTF E-mail Lists General E-mail lists are intended for members first. Others are welcome on open lists provided they adhere to these policies. Appropriate topics of discussion are outlined in list welcome messages. Federation resources, including e-mail lists, shall not be used to support individual candidates or groups seeking Federation office. E-mail lists are not to be used for commercial advertising purposes. Spam will not be tolerated. Spam is unsolicited e-mail on the Internet. To the receiver, it usually seems like junk e-mail. E-mail lists are not to be used to spread viruses or virus alerts. Most virus alerts are actually hoaxes; please forward them instead to alert@bctf.ca where they will be handled. You may also determine if a virus is a hoax by browsing to vil.nai.com/vil/hoaxes.aspx. Messages are to be written in ways that maintain and demonstrate respect for others. Colleagues are to be dealt with in an ethical manner, as defined in the BCTF Code of Ethics. List users are prohibited from storing, sending, receiving, displaying, printing, or otherwise disseminating e-mail that is illegal, harassing, sexually explicit, obscene, racist, homophobic, or sexist. The time of colleagues and Federation resources are not to be wasted with communications that are irrelevant to the function of the list. The security of the BCTF network and communications structures are to be respected by all list users. Users remain solely responsible for the content of the messages they post, and users agree to indemnify and hold BCTF harmless with respect to any claim based upon transmission of their message(s). BCTF reserves the right reveal users’ identity (or whatever information we know about you) in the event of a complaint or legal action arising from any message posted by a user. Proper form Most lists are set up to reply to the list. When replying to a list message, ensure the reply is appropriate for the list. If it is a comment for an individual, ensure you reply to the individual’s address only (check the To: and CC: fields to see where your message is going). Create and maintain descriptive subject lines. Quote original text sparingly in your replies. Use a short signature containing only essential data. Send welcome or congratulation messages via private e-mail. Avoid the use of styled text, e.g., special fonts, font sizes, colours, bolding, etc. Many e-mail programs will not be able to properly render such messages. File attachments should not be sent to lists. See BCTF E-mail Attachments Policy. Never send unsubscribe commands to a list. You can unsubscribe from most lists at www.bctf.ca/lists-public. Remember that clear and concise messages provide the most effective types of communications. Keep messages brief and to the point. Civility is always worthwhile. Consequences of Inappropriate Use Individuals not adhering to these policies will be warned of their inappropriate use of the lists. Users will be removed from the lists if warnings are not heeded. Please refer to BCTF’s E-mail Policy and Guidelines for related information. About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=10082,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 3, Jan./Feb. 2003 Travelling outside B.C. during spring break? Pack along some travel insurance BCTF members have access to an exclusive travel insurance plan called MEDOC®. Designed with the needs of British Columbia teachers in mind, the plan gives you the advantage of a larger buying group. MEDOC® provides protection for medical emergencies, trip cancellation, and trip interruption. Premiums start as low as $6 per month. Chances are you don’t have adequate travel insurance coverage. Many hospitals require payment before providing care. Do you have large amounts of foreign money to pay for medical bills? 70% of BCTF members don’t have enough coverage for out-of-province medical emergencies. If you were unable to return home as originally planned, how would you pay for the extra expenses for alternative travel arrangements? Would you lose the money you paid for your trip if you had to cancel? MEDOC® provides answers to those questions and pays expenses up front directly to the physician or hospital so you don’t have to. For more information or to sign up, go to www.johnson.ca/medoc_bctf, or call 1-866-799-0000. – Elizabeth MacKenzie Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "Eid Mubarak to all those celebrating in BC!" @bcliberals - 06:52pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Touring a natural gas drilling rig with @MLA Mike Bernier, and Brian from EnCana http://t.co/AifdJ4H07b" @Teresa_Wat - 06:01pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20140925,www.blogger.com,https://www.blogger.com/navbar.g?targetBlogID075687045866423208324646blogName75Staffroom+Confidential46publishMode75PUBLISH_MODE_HOSTED46navbarType75LIGHT46layoutType75LAYOUTS46searchRoot75http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/search46blogLocale75en46v075246homepageUrl75http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/46targetPostID075113085759793304404846blogPostOrPageUrl75http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2010/11/21-century-learning-just-more-education.html46vt0753296804699975719321,302 Moved 302 Moved The document has moved here.)
(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/NickTFacey/status/466664183841689601,Nick Facey on Twitter: "Great partners for #bcjobs @ASTTBC #TECC #findyourfit @amrikvirkbc @shirleybond @FassbenderMLA #strongeconomy http://t.co/E0tEqgB0qQ" টুইটার অনুসন্ধান অনুসন্ধান টুইটার খুঁজুন সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ ভাষা : বাংলা. हिन्दी Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন টুইটার-এ নতুন ? আজই যোগদান করুন » সাইন ইন করুন ফোন, ইমেল বা ব্যবহারকারীর নাম পাসওয়ার্ড সাইন ইন আমাকে মনে রাখুন পাসওয়ার্ড ভুলে গেছেন? ইতিমধ্যে আপনি কি টেক্সট বার্তার মাধ্যমে টুইটার ব্যবহার করছেন? অনুসরণ অনুসরণ করা কর্মসমূহ:অনুসরণ না করা অবরুদ্ধ অবরোধ মুক্ত মুলতুবি বাতিল Nick Facey ‏ @NickTFacey ১৪ মে Great partners for #bcjobs @ASTTBC #TECC #findyourfit @amrikvirkbc @shirleybond @FassbenderMLA #strongeconomy pic.twitter.com/E0tEqgB0qQ প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট পুনঃটুইট ১ প্রিয়১ ১২:৩৯ অপরাহ্ণ - ১৪ মে, ২০১৪ Nick Facey থেকে কোন আপডেট মিস্ করবেন না © 2014 টুইটার সম্বন্ধে সহায়তা বিজ্ঞপ্তি তথ্য বন্ধ মিডিয়াটিকে চিহ্নিত করুন এটি ইতিমধ্যে সংবেদনশীল কন্টেন্ট ধারণকারী হিসাবে চিহ্নিত হয়েছে। পতাকা তুলুন এটি সম্ভাব্যরূপে অবৈধ বিষয়বস্তুর ধারণকারী হিসেবে। সমর্পণ করা বাতিল মিডিয়াকে চিহ্নিত করা সম্পর্কে আরো জানুন খারিজ বন্ধ পূর্ববর্তী পরবর্তী বন্ধ একজন ব্যক্তির প্রোফাইলে যান সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ বন্ধ আপনার অনুসরণকারীদের এই পুনঃটুইটটি পাঠাবেন? বাতিল পুনঃটুইট বন্ধ আপনি কি নিশ্চিত যে এই টুইট মুছে দিতে চান? বাতিল মুছে ফেলুন বন্ধ রোধ করন বাতিল রোধ করন আপনার টুইটসমুহে একটি অবস্থান যুক্ত করুন যখন একটি অবস্থানের সঙ্গে আপনার টুইট করেন, টুইটার সেই অবস্থান সংরক্ষণ করে। প্রত্যেক টুইটের আগে আপনি আপনার অবস্থান চালু / বন্ধ করতে পারেন, এবং যে কোনও সময় আপনি আপনার অবস্থানের ইতিহাস মুছে ফেলতে পারেন। আরো জানুন অবস্থান চালু করুন এখন নয় স্থান বন্ধ করুন বন্ধ প্রোফাইল সারসংক্ষেপ বন্ধ আপনার তালিকাসমূহ বন্ধ একটি নতুন তালিকা তৈরি করুন নাম তালিকা বিবরণ 100 অক্ষরের কম, ঐচ্ছিক তালিকাসমূহ:গোপনীয়তা সাধারণ · যে কেউ এই তালিকা অনুসরণ করতে পারেন ব্যক্তিগত · শুধুমাত্র আপনিই এই তালিকায় প্রবেশ করতে পারবেন তালিকা সংরক্ষণ করুন বন্ধ বন্ধ এই টুইট স্থাপিত কর আপনার নীচের ওয়েবসাইটে কোডটি অনুলিপি দ্বারা এই টুইট যোগ করুন * আরও জানুন হুম, সার্ভারে পৌঁছনোর একটি সমস্যা ছিল। পরে আবার চেষ্টা করবেন? প্রকৃত টুইট অন্তর্ভুক্ত করুন অন্তর্ভুক্ত মিডিয়া প্রাকদর্শন বন্ধ টুইটারে নিবন্ধন করুন টুইটারে নেই? নিবন্ধন করুন, আপনির পছন্দের বিষয়গুলির সাথে যুক্ত হন, এবং তাদের বিষয়ে হালনাগাদ পান। একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন » বন্ধ দুটি উপায় (প্রেরণ এবং গ্রহণ) শর্ট কোড: দেশ কোড গ্রাহকদের জন্য মার্কিন যুক্তরাষ্ট্র 40404 (যে কোন) কানাডা 21212 (যে কোন) যুক্তরাজ্য 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM হাইতি 40404 Digicel, Voila আয়ারল্যান্ড 51210 Vodafone, O2 ভারত 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance ইন্দোনেশিয়া 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » অন্য দেশসমুহের এসএসএস সংক্ষিপ্ত কোড দেখুন বন্ধ নিশ্চিতকরণ)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141007,www.huffingtonpost.com,http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/syria/front/refresh,�      m�1O�0��� ��\:<�Q�� f`4ͅ�ۑ}%ʿ�IW�{�{����8���Qo�|R����xP�=��1� ��o�C�h�K] �52�.2�H�q�W��K�j):��˸ ��a��;t˚��ج8iä�p��,+�I� E�8R�\���0�s�׾��?�$�%8�4'HK,�1x����J� �� aZ+me��uL���)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9114,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept./Oct. 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, No. 1, Sept./Oct. 2003 Imag1Nations: The sequel by Barbara Cooper Collaboration among teachers is a vital element in developing innovative ideas and bringing them to fruition. Two staff members at Fleetwood Park Secondary School, in Surrey, started playing with a concept that eventually grew into a school-wide program called Imag1Nations. The event relied on staff involvement and decision-making at many stages, from project approval, timelines, curriculum development, use of professional development time, session participation, and involvement at the closing celebration. Collaboration with elementary teachers adds a new dimension to the award-winning project. Imag1Nations was a unique month-long program in which students explored personal, cultural, and national identity through the arts. First Nations artists, designers, storytellers, writers, and musicians were invited to explain how they incorporate traditional heritage and culture into their contemporary works. Students participated in presentations, readings, workshops, demonstrations, and other hands-on activities. Students then examined their own culture and represented some aspect of it through visual or performing arts, technical design or writing in various curriculum areas. Their efforts were showcased in a celebration for the school and the community. From the display, several works were selected to represent the project as posters in the Imag1Nations package. Rather than provide a recipe for replicating the Imag1Nations project, the project shares examples of outstanding student artwork and provides accompanying stand-alone lesson plans in a variety of subjects to help teachers who are looking for creative ways to introduce and explore cultural diversity and personal identity. From discussions with secondary colleagues, as project organizers Carolynn Elliot and I, already knew the posters could be easily applied in a number of subjects. Although the selected posters originally were designed for visual arts, information technology, and modern languages, teachers could also see application in social studies and CAPP and in conjunction with English language arts and ESL. We wondered if the lessons could also be adapted for elementary students. Some teachers at Surrey’s Creekside Elementary School took up the challenge. In laying plans for the coming year, they readily identified numerous ways to connect all the Imag1Nations materials to the elementary curriculum. Links to social studies were found at every intermediate grade with the posters Cultural Symbols and Colours, Button Blanket, and Sacred Circle. A surprising connection was the use of Sacred Circle with the Grade 7 Early Civilizations unit on Mesopotamia, where the circle was invented. This poster can also be used at the same grade for representing the circle of life in the novel study, Tuck Everlasting, and to portray elements of mythology. Although the Alphabet Book project was declared an excellent project for Grade 7 students as it stands, two other possibilities were identified. It could be used as a natural jumping off point to teach all the things students need to learn in preparation for a "famous people" unit. A cumulative device, it could showcase what students have learned throughout the year about presentation, research, primary source quotations, and so on—a perfect addition for student portfolios. As expected, the Self-Portraits poster is well-suited for introducing basic lessons on portraiture in Grades 3 to 7. In art, students can focus on observation and experimentation with various media; in language arts they can develop descriptive language and identify likenesses, differences, and commonalities. The unexpected link was the application of all these skills to character studies in literature. Creekside teachers also noted many opportunities to build among students a broader, stronger understanding of their own cultures and to develop closer cultural links with the community. They saw the Imag1Nations package as a vehicle to assist them in achieving one aspect of their school growth plan. Teachers working at different levels have much to offer one another, especially when developing overarching curricular themes in broad areas like social responsibility and multicultural education. Collaboration that not only includes different grades and/or subject areas, but extends to support staff (such as the learning resources team/ESL, the teacher-librarian and multicultural contact person) can provide an even richer source of creativity and co-operation in the pursuit of mutual goals. We thank Chris Barber, Linda Hensel, Pat Milliken, Lakbir Badjwa, and Sonja Inkster for sharing their thoughtful ideas. Project developers are interested in learning about different ways other teachers used the Imag1Nations materials. E-mail them at imaginationsproject@hotmail.com. The Imag1Nations Package is available from the BCTF Lesson Aids Service (LA #2526). Full details are available in the print and online catalogues. Imag1Nations is a not-for-profit venture. Barbara Cooper is a retired Surrey teacher.   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9186,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 19, Number 1, September 2006 It takes a whole village by Carollyne Sinclaire We scrambled down the steep staircase, to Semiahmoo Bay. White Rock is Canada’s piece of California, a sunny stretch that captures the atmosphere of beach paradise complete with shops and restaurants. We head down the pier and the tide is almost full, but not quite. It is that transition time of day when the fishers still work the end of the pier, usually with crab traps and poles. "There must be a boat in," Peter muses as a large crowd, perhaps 100 people, hang over the rails at the end of the pier. Seagulls swoop and flap in the winds. I peer through the gaps in the crowd for the object of their interest. "It’s children, they’re diving off the pier," Peter says. "But there’s no diving. There’s a sign right here," I say. The pier is over two stories above the water at this point in the day. A boy of about 13 or 14 stands on the protruding beam on the edge of the pier as a girl just a little younger, perhaps a sister, scrambles under the railing to join him on the next protruding beam, a couple of feet away. The crowd has pressed in to look and see what will happen. The boy swells with bravado, enjoying the attention of the crowd. Surefooted and confident, but lacking in style, he calls over to the girl, "You’re next, right after me" before he hurls himself into the water. The crowd is enjoying this cheap but crude form of entertainment. I am reminded of the Acapulco divers who, for coins, dive from perilous heights for a mesmerized crowd. But these are children. Children who haven’t read the signs or do not take heed of them. No adult in the crowd stops to intervene, to chastise, or to warn them. Where are their parents? Did they come to the beach alone? Are they off the docked boat? A tightness overcomes my chest. This is wrong and I am part of it. The sister, about 12, is not to be outshone. She calls over to a younger child who is just stepping out onto the next beam. "Okay, I’m going to jump. You’re next." The 12-year-old studies the water with diligence for a second before she jumps. She too displays confidence but no elegance. The crowd loves the big splash. Once surfaced, treading water, she calls up to the youngest, "Hurry up. I can’t wait all day." The little sister, about 9, calls down, "But I’m scared." "It’s fine. Just do it," the girl in the water shouts to her slight sister, perched on the beam, seven or eight meters above. Quickly, and with force, I leave Peter’s side and make from the end of the pier to the railing where the child is standing, gently pushing my way through the crowd. I am two-and-a-half feet from the jumper now, behind the rail. The child is shivering as she balances on the beam. Her weight shifts from one foot to another. "Hurry up. I’m waiting. I can’t wait much longer," her older sister calls up from the waters below. A male voice from the crowd urges her on, shouting, "You’ll like it when you get used to it!" The crowd hushes, waiting for the jump. I bend down and through the slates in the railing, I say softly to the child, "You don’t have to do this. Not if you’re scared. Just reach out and take my hand." She does not move. Oh, no, what if she jumps and she’s scared. She may not clear the pilings. Her little arm reaches back behind her and I take her hand and fasten it in mine. She turns her little body, and steps lithely under the railing onto the pier. I look into her scared and sorrowful eyes, and try to console her for her choice, "There are signs. No diving. You shouldn’t jump here. It’s not safe." Quickly, she skitters away. Immediately the crowd disseminates, the event is over, the crowd scatters itself along the length of the pier to leisurely stroll back to the beach. Lovers arm in arm, young families with small children in buggies, mothers and dads with toddlers in hand, older couples dressed to dine out. Peter stands beside me. We are still together as the crowd moves past us. What were they thinking? Why didn’t they respond to the child’s fear? Other than egging her on for their own entertainment? What would the people in the crowd have done if those children had been hurt? Would they have borne any sense of responsibility? As Peter and I turn to head back from the pier I see the little girl slumped under the No Diving sign. Is she ashamed that she did not jump? Is she feeling that she let her older brother and sister down? By placing herself under the sign, is she announcing to the crowd that it was the right thing to do for her not to choose to jump? Or is it just a coincidence that she chooses to sit there. I am stunned by the crowd, angered by their callousness, shocked by their unwillingness to be a parent to a child. What more should I have done? Should I have lingered to speak to the child, and assure her that she made a good choice, to help her with her feelings? Would she have accepted my words? There used to be a proverb often seen on t-shirts that said, It takes a whole village to raise a child. Was that proverb only acrylic ink on cotton? Was that a true sentiment at the time? Has that duty of care left us or did we ever assume that responsibility? Do we only care about our own children? Have I lost track of humanity? Has society changed? Carollyne Sinclaire is a Vancouver elementary school teacher. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/06/school-choice-and-special-needs.html?showComment=1340675294621,Staffroom Confidential: School choice and special needs Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Wednesday, June 20, 2012 School choice and special needs A new study in the US has shown how school choice can result in subtle forms of segregation and discrimination for students with special needs. The Wall Street Journal reports: A new government report shows that charter schools are not enrolling as high a portion of special-education students as traditional public schools, despite federal laws mandating that publicly financed schools run by private entities take almost every disabled student seeking to enroll. The report, published Tuesday by the Government Accountability Office, the investigative arm of Congress, is the first comprehensive study focused on charter schools' enrollment of special-needs students, which has been a central issue in debates over those schools' rapid growth in the U.S. The report showed that special-education students—those with diagnosed disabilities from Down Syndrome to attention-deficit disorder—made up 8.2% of charter school students during the 2009-2010 school year. While that was up from 7.7% the year before, it was below the average at traditional public schools of 11.2% in 2009-2010, and 11.3% the previous year. Just as with Charter schools in the US, the proliferation of school "choice" in BC works for some students, but undermines the right to full services for every student in every neighborhood school. This phenomenon is illustrated well with the impact on students with a disability/special needs. More and more students are either self selecting or being encouraged to attend a school or program that is deemed suitable to them, rather than integrating all students with special needs with the rest of the student population. For instance, students with an intense behavioural designation are often placed in special district programs. They are separate classes in specific schools. Thus, if a child has this designation they will be encouraged to attend a district program rather than be integrated into their neighborhood school. Similarly, students experiencing learning difficulties who enter French Immersion are often counselled to change to the English track because there are insufficient resources to address their learning issues or class sizes are too large for the individual attention required. It is well known amongst the educational and parent communities that French Immersion classes have far fewer designated students. Dual track schools (with both English and French) can become highly segregated between the two groups, with little interaction and a common perception of the French track as an elite group. Academies, IB programs, and honours programs exhibit the same features - they tend to have very few students with special needs and are perceived as separate by other students. With specialty schools and programs, lost is the notion of the same services provided to every child. Those in the programs no doubt have excellent experiences. But what of those who aren't? And for students with special needs, the lack of inclusion can become discriminatory. Full WSJ article available at: http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052702303379204577477003893836734.html?mod=wsj_share_tweet Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 12:58 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 1 comment: cerbazJune 25, 2012 at 6:48 PM Dear Honorable Minister of Education, George Abbott Did you approve Nanaimo School Districts use of the Education Improvement Fund? Article in today's newspaper Nine new "master" teachers will be hired in Nanaimo to provide extra support for classroom teachers next fall. The school district received a $1.5 million Learning Improvement Fund grant from the province to help deal with complex needs in classrooms. Trustees approved a plan to spend that money last week. About $191,000 will be put toward more education assistant hours in classrooms, more than $400,000 will be kept in reserve to deal with issues as they come up next school year and $862,000 will hire nine instructional coordinators, who will be part of school-based, inter-disciplinary teams that will move from classroom to classroom, school to school, as needed. Assistant superintendent Chris Southwick said there will be 10 teams, as one teacher is already working as an instructional coordinator in the district. "These people will be master teachers," she said. "They would be seen by their peers as people they would go to for advice and ideas. The bottom line is to be able to support teachers in classrooms. They would be working with the teacher and helping them. If they need to be there for two weeks, they'll be there for two weeks." Southwick said the teams, which will be under the supervisor of the district's four assistant superintendents, will include other specialists such as psychologists and speech language pathologists. The district is still working out the details of how and when the teams will be deployed, but this resource will be available to teachers who have tried various strategies, but are finding that students continue to struggle. District officials felt this was the best use of the money because the teams have the flexibility to go where they are most needed and it provides a more systemic model of support, said Southwick. "If you just put one person in one school for the whole year . the needs might change," she said. Jamie Brennan, school board chairman, said the strategy will impact a greater number of students than if the district simply added the funds to its operating budget and reduced some class sizes slightly. "It's a step in the right direction," he said. Justin Green, first vice-president of the Nanaimo District Teachers' Association, said the union had hoped the district would use the money to relieve some of the pressure on class size averages. "This year we had the second highest secondary class sizes in the province," he said. "I'm not sure that the 10 coordinators are going to make the functioning of these classrooms better. We're spending a lot of money, but what are the roles and functions? What are they really going to be tasked with?" Ron Farino, president of CUPE Local 606, said the extra money for education assistants should add roughly 30 minutes per week per EA, which will hopefully allow them to do a bit more preparation work, consultation with teachers and spend some extra time with students. The "master" teachers hired will be district staff so they will make more money than the average teacher, from my calculations 95 thousand dollars. With this money Nanaimo School District could have hired 32 more teachers for learning assistant support so our at risk learners would have more help. As it stands right now at risk students receive very little if any support. This fund will be used to support teachers not at risk students. I am surprised that you would okay this plan. Margaret Smoker Grade One teacher Coal Tyee ElementaryReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ▼  June (9) Will the NDP be better for teachers? More reasons for a "no" vote Attn: BCTF - Why I will be voting no School choice and special needs Why did Scott Walker win? Personalized learning, choice, and democracy Solidarity with Quebec students Why seniority matters Is "no zeros" just gaming the stats? ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2013/02/the-most-important-choice-neighborhood.html,Staffroom Confidential: The most important "choice" - the neighborhood school Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Thursday, February 7, 2013 The most important "choice" - the neighborhood school This week two school boards are wrestling with decisions about school closures - Kootenay Columbia, and Port Alberni. In Kootenay Columbia, the decision was made that the Board would no longer support a full K-12 program in the town of Rossland. In Alberni, the Board is considering a school closure and relocation of students to other schools. Both communities saw an outpouring of public interest and concern. In Rossland, a community group called Vision for Small Schools has been advocating to maintain K-12 services within Rossland.  A survey of parents found that 85 percent wanted to maintain K-12 in Rossland even if that meant having a single K-12 school. The vast majority of parents who responded to the survey were Rossland residents - 487 of 500. The last decade has seen hundreds of school closures across British Columbia. Always, parents and community members are distraught to lose their neighborhood school. Not only are children displaced out of their community, but the school often serves other functions for local residents. They have playgrounds used in the evenings, rooms booked for community functions, theatres and sports facilities rented to community groups. Although there has been declining enrollment, as the Rossland group points out, many of these communities will see a rebound in the coming decade. In Rossland, the District has projected enrollment back at 2003 levels by 2026. To close schools now, at the bottom of the enrollment dip, is rather shortsighted. If funding were provided by the province, community schools, with all their benefits to local residents, could be maintained to ensure adequate space for this enrollment rebound. The irony of school closures is that parents and community members have consistently shown through their actions that this is one of the most important school "choices". It is very important to parents to be able to send their child to a school within the local community, and it is important to communities to have school spaces and facilities to act as neighborhood hubs. The "choice" movement advocated by the BC Liberals for the past decade has eroded access to community schools and led directly to these hundreds of school closures. Opening of catchments and allowing children (or their parents) to "choose" a school has skewed the enrollments in many Districts. In Vancouver, students have fled east end schools only to fill west end schools with portables. Turf wars have broken out, particularly at the secondary level, to recruit students to "our" school. Schools, districts and teachers are spending scarce resources advertising their schools, hosting open house nights, putting up signs and creating ever more specialized academies and programs in an attempt to have the highest enrollment. Sadly, this only takes children from one school to another, and will end up as a race to nowhere. As the inter-school competition increases, schools are looking even further afield for more children to attract. A recent Board meeting in Victoria claimed the Lacrosse Academy would attract students from "the lower island". A new school proposal for Saanich specializing in earth and ocean science will aim to attract students from all over British Colombia. But for every school that gets a new student, some other school loses one. And when enough are gone, the effects can be ghetto-izing or closure. The trend is for students (or parents) with enough social capital to be the ones actively picking their schools. When this happens, schools in lower income neighborhoods experience a "flight" of middle class kids. The net effect is a ghetto-ization of schools into "haves" and "have nots". This "choice" is great for the haves...they get a school of their choice, a program of their choice. But it is a disaster for the "have nots" and it is unfair and inequitable. For a particular child, choice may seem attractive, but for society as a whole, choice leads to stratification and inequity. Families and communities have shown again and again that the neighborhood school is of paramount importance. Chronic underfunding and inter-school competition have led to overcrowded schools combined with under-utilized schools. The end result is school closures of neighborhood schools and a loss of the most important choice for parents - the choice of the neighborhood school. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 10:18 AM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 1 comment: Sue BrownFebruary 7, 2013 at 3:53 PM A wise former teacher at my school would always answer the question from a parent- "What is the best school for my child?" with the response- "Your neighbourhood school." That was many years ago and it is even more true nowadays. The neo-liberal idea of schools competing with one another and the survival of the fittest is not conducive to the goal of public education to create a literate, democratic, equalitarian liberal society. ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ▼  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ▼  February (3) Saying it like it is - Exposing the Premier's Tech... #c21summit13 - More 21st century learning inc. The most important "choice" - the neighborhood sch... ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7454,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 6, April 2006 The Teachers’ Pension Plan: The best kept secret in employee benefits Membership in the Teachers’ Pension Plan is one of the most valuable assets you will ever get from your employment as a teacher in public schools in BC. But if you are like most people, you probably pay very little attention to it. Income security in retirement is an important social issue. Here are some basic facts about your pension and why it is such a winner: 1. Workplace pensions have played an important role in Canada’s retirement income system. The vast majority of unionized workers in Canada (80%) have a workplace pension plan, whereas only a small minority of non-unionized workers (26%) have one. As an active member of BCTF teaching in a BC public school, you are automatically a member of the Teachers’ Pension Plan. 2. Our Teachers’ Pension Plan is known as a defined benefit plan. It provides you with a guaranteed lifetime pension based on a formula of the number of years you accrued service in the plan and the average of your highest five years of salary. 3. You can take a pension as early as age 55, but pensions are reduced for retirement prior to age 60 or factor 90 (sum of your age and years of contributory service). 4. Your pension continues to accumulate while you are on an approved sick leave or on short-term or long-term salary indemnity benefits. This ensures your pension grows during your absence from work. 5. You can enhance your future pension payments by purchasing approved leaves of absence. If the leave ended before April 1, 2002, application for such purchase must be made by March 31, 2007. If the leave ended after April 1, 2002, the application must be made within 5 years of your return from the leave and while you are still employed. The most cost-effective purchases are those where the leave was for maternity and/or parental purposes. 6. Your pension could be your biggest financial asset, exceeding the value of even your home. The average value of all pensions granted in 2004 was $440,000. 7. Your pension provides survivor benefits if you die while still an active teacher, and these pension survivor benefits may be substantial (see 6 above). Benefits owing from your years of contributing to the plan are automatically provided to an eligible spouse, or, if there’s no spouse, designated beneficiary or estate. 8. If you plan to resign from teaching to go to another career or teach in another province, you may be able to move your pension to your new job. The Teachers’ Pension Plan has a transfer agreement with other public sector pension plans in BC as well as with other teachers’ pension plans in every province except Newfoundland and Labrador. Take the time to thoroughly research your options. 9. If you leave teaching, and have two years of service or more, you can also leave your money in the plan and collect a pension when you reach age 55. By doing so, you may increase your eligibility for certain benefits or future improvements to the plan. 10. The Teachers’ Pension Plan is governed by the two plan partners—BCTF and BC government. Each partner appoints five trustees to the Teachers’ Pension Board of Trustees to oversee the administration of the plan and the investments of the assets. This joint trusteeship is a hallmark of a good pension plan. You can access more information about the Teachers’ Pension Plan through BCTF (bctf.ca) and Teachers’ Pension Plan (tpp.pensionsbc.ca) web sites and/or through attendance at a pension seminar. Pension plans can be complicated and a seminar is a great place to learn the ropes and understand the benefits of our plan. BCTF staff members facilitate these seminars and answer questions from the participants. You may also contact BCTF Income Security for assistance: BCTF Income Security, 100-550 West 6th Avenue, Vancouver, BC V5Z 4P2, 604-871-1921, toll free 1-800-663-9163, local 1921, F: 604-871-2287, e-mail: alambert@bctf.ca, cprellwitz@bctf.ca, dscott@bctf.ca, or benefits@bctf.ca. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/mobile/NewTeachersHandbook/default.aspx?id=31799,BCTF New Teachers' Handbook  Toggle navigation New Teachers’ Handbook © 2014 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. Table of Contents Introduction President's message Setting the BC context Jobs and professsional responsibilities Professional Responsibility / Code of Ethics Standards for the Education, Competence... Beginning your career as a TTOC Tips for success Beginning your career as a classroom teacher Planning Classroom management Establishing a positive environment Teaching strategies / classroom complexity Learning resources Communicating with parents/guardians Students with special needs Working with education (teacher) assistants Preparing for a Teacher Teaching on Call Parent involvement in schools Working with volunteers Wellness—taking care of yourself How the BC Teachers’ Federation helps Others who can help Professional development (PD) Evaluation of teachers Resources Membership New Teachers’ Home BCTF Home Beginning your career as a classroom teacher  Making the school year meaningful for you and your students requires advance preparation. Below you will find a checklist to help you get started. Take advantage of the experience of other staff members. Ask for their help. If you have been partnered with a mentor, make a list of things to ask. Some of the questions may come from the list below. Prior to the first day  You will want to prepare your classroom, if possible. This may be an opportunity to meet some colleagues, the support staff, and the administration. Ask and read about school policies and procedures  opening day registration class lists enrollment parent information forms meet-the-teacher evening hospitality fund school-wide rules school keys and security schedules and timetables student fees petty cash staff parking student supervision duties school arrival and dismissal times fire/earthquake drills photocopying paper and other supplies field trips student assessment and evaluation staff and grade/subject meetings library resources for students/teachers resources available for Aboriginal programs school handbook (policy, procedures) school assemblies TTOC procedures additional student supplies student handbook and agenda homework school calendar including report card dates. Prepare bulletin board areas for display  announcements calendar and current events different subjects student work. Prepare your classroom  Before starting your first day, review the program of studies, the relevant IRPs, so that you know your materials and how they support the learner expectations. Plan the first day in detail—ask an experienced teacher what they do on their first day Duplicate materials needed for the first few days. Prepare an outline for the first week. Prepare the classroom arrangements and seating plan. Make signs for the room. Put your name outside the classroom door with a class list. Make a checklist for forms that need to be returned. Organize your daily plan book to include learning outcomes. Plan a textbook distribution record. Set up learning centres. Locate the emergency kit for your classroom. Find out about your students  Find out which students have been designated as having special needs and are receiving special educational support, have medical issues, etc. Prepare an inventory to find out student interests. Review your resources to meet individual needs. Meet a counsellor to discuss students with individual or modified learning plans. Prepare activities to find out different student interests. Assemble materials  classroom supplies attendance materials textbooks and accompanying materials supplementary teaching materials appropriate books for reading or reference. The first day  Make your first day a meaningful one for you and the students by being prepared, organized, and welcoming. A well-planned first day is crucial. It sets the tone for the remainder of your year. Be at the door to welcome your students. Begin your first day with a friendly, businesslike manner. Classroom management works well when you provide the framework and then form rules co-operatively with the students. Expectations worded in a positive sense have greater impact than does a list of things not to do. Review the school’s code of conduct. Form rules with the students governing classroom behaviour. Plan for a memorable and interesting day. Use a game to help you learn students’ names. Here are some suggestions to help you remember your students’ names: In elementary school, have your students form a circle. Pick a letter from the alphabet. Have each student whose name begins with that letter introduce herself/himself and say two things about herself/himself. Make sure to write down the name on a circle chart that you will have prepared beforehand. Read through the class list prior to the first day and rehearse names that are difficult for you. Ask each student if they prefer a shortened form of their name: Sam for Samuel or Samantha. Ask teachers in the school to help with unfamiliar names. One of the most powerful tools you have for learning is self-reflection. Self-reflection means looking at, and thinking about, what you do and how you do it. Self-reflection includes asking yourself why you make certain choices over others, what you observe the results to be, and what else you might do. Self-reflection means asking yourself how you’re feeling about your work and yourself. Consider starting a journal or meeting with other new teachers on a regular basis. Write brief notes to yourself each day, and reread them on a regular basis. Take time to talk informally with both new and experienced colleagues. Previous Next)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Touring a natural gas drilling rig with @MLA Mike Bernier, and Brian from EnCana http://t.co/AifdJ4H07b" @Teresa_Wat - 06:01pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=30171&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2013 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 25, Number 7, May/June 2013   Readers write  Privatization and privilege  How appropriate to read this article right now (“Privatization and privilege come at a price,” Teacher, March 2013). I have been a public school teacher for 16 years. My husband and I have a 10-year-old son, who I have particularly worried about since discovering he had learning disabilities (I suspected as much when he was five). We have just sold our house and are moving to pay for our son’s education at a private school that we have just put him in for his Grade 4 year, and will likely have to keep him there until Grade 12. When our son was struggling particularly badly near the end of his Grade 3 year, knowing too much about how much has been stripped out of the public school system, and how large class size goes up in Grade 4, I saw no other alternative. It is not just the privileged who send their children to private school. It is also the desperate. We send our son to the same school where the Moore family sent their son, who recently won a court case against the North Vancouver School District. I would like to sue the province for not properly funding school districts to provide special needs services for children with learning disabilities. I am certainly not the only one at my son’s private school who have sold their house, or who send their child there at a great financial burden to them. Many parents see no other alternative. It breaks my heart every day that I go to my school to teach, and see teachers working very hard on behalf of many students, and resource rooms being closed down. Lori Drysdale, Delta  Persuasive writing, well said! So many quotables in Ryan Cho’s submission—the whole thing will be highlighted and circled as I reread it a few times to truly savour it. “…inequity is bad for you, and bad for where you live.” It occurred to me to frame quotes and put them up in the staffroom, or in public, or in front of the faces of people who tut-tut about costs and (their) priorities. Man, oh man, this whole article is delicious! VJ Grimes, Vancouver  A legacy that must change There is a photograph of a little boy with his head on a lap-top computer, and the computer screen says “Good Morning Class” at the bottom of page 3 in the Special Election Issue of Teacher, Volume 25, No. 6, April 2013. This photograph follows Glen Hansman’s featured article “A legacy that must change.” As a public school teacher in the province of British Columbia since 1993, and an online teacher working for Ebus Academy, School District #91, Nechako Lakes since 2007, I would like to point out that this photograph does not reflect the reality for many of today’s students. My own children are home learners in a public school DL program in SD # 91, and we are very happy with the learning decisions we have made for our family. If you could only see what I see: A sparkle in our children’s eyes, a love and enjoyment of learning, strong teacher support and individual academic attention, strong, healthy family relationships with siblings and parents, healthy nutritious lunches, and not being bullied. We strive for the 2 R’s, respect and resourcefulness. Our children have a healthy respect for others, for authority, and for themselves. They are resourceful in real life situations. They are “life ready” kids! There remains, always has, a focus on the 3 R’s, reading, writing, and arithmetic. Current statistics will show that there are thousands of DL and home learners in the province of British Columbia. Your photograph on page 3 of Teacher is not representative of most. Michael Thompson, Nechako Lakes )
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/BCTF-research.aspx?id=26823,BCTF>The “good school” myth: The (UK) Financial Times weighs in, April 25, 2012  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development BCTF-Research Archives 2012-13 2011-12  2010-11  2009-10  2008-09  Home > Publications > BCTF Research > BCTF-Research List > 2011-12 Archives The “good school” myth: The (UK) Financial Times weighs in Leaning somewhat over to the political right, Britain’s Financial Times printed an interesting and unusual report in its February 22, 2012 edition, entitled “The social mobility challenge for school reformers”. The authors documented 2010 exam scores for 16-year-olds in England and graphed them by socio-economic status (SES). If schools were able to compensate for SES, the graph would show a flat line – no difference between rich and poor. But it did not. The data showed what much research has shown and what most people already know – the higher the SES level, the higher the scores, while the poorest and most disadvantaged students had the lowest scores. The authors then removed all ‘failing schools’ from the data, with minimal change to the graph. Removing 40%, and then 45%, then 50% of the lowest-performing schools made remarkably little difference – the poorer the child, the lower the performance. The author states:   The killer problem for social mobility is not that there are a few schools which have all the poor children in them (though that is a factor), it is that poorer children tend to do badly even when they go to good schools. Sort out the bad schools, by all means, but social mobility is much tougher than that. The Times Educational Supplement of April 6 discussed the finding, referencing Professor Harvey Goldstein of Bristol University, who argued that the school-effects literature suggested variations between 2% and 20% in the effect of the school (rather than poverty/wealth) on achievement, but that his estimate was about 10%. But the TES highlights some caveats – that research might benefit from looking at outliers rather than averages, as some schools very clearly were making a difference, so looking at their approaches might prove useful to find direction for improvement. Within some schools, individual teachers and some departments were also making headway in improving achievement for students living in poverty. Curiously, none of the authors suggest attacking the root cause of inequality linked to access and outcomes – poverty. If poverty appears the prime cause of huge disparities in educational achievement, might a reasonable direction be the eradication or amelioration of poverty, rather than the endless search to ‘fix’ schools? Where societies reduce inequality, they improve outcomes in education, as well as in health and other areas. Richard Wilkinson discusses this in a video interview about his book (co-authored with Kate Pickett), The spirit level: Why greater equality makes societies stronger, which can be accessed at: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1Y0sBsZfzJk.   References: Cook, C. (2012). “The social mobility challenge for school reformers.” Financial Times, February 22; http://blogs.ft.com/ftdata/2012/02/22/social-mobility-and-schools/#axzz1n6Xg9ZMT  Stewart, W. (2012). “The good school myth.” Times Educational Supplement, April 6; http://www.tes.co.uk/article.aspx?storycode=6204413 (extract). Submitted by: Charlie Naylor, cnaylor@bctf.ca April 24, 2012 This item will be saved on the BCTF’s website in a list archive at http://www.bctf.ca/publications/BCTF-research.aspx.     Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141006,globalnews.ca,http://globalnews.ca/a,404 Page Not Found - Globalnews.ca 404 Page Not Found We're sorry, but the page you requested can't be found. You can try searching our archives or browsing our latest headlines. Search GlobalNews.ca)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8076,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 7, May/June 2005 Coquitlam pipe plot by Kathleen Thomson This story is based on conversations reported to Kathleen Thomson by the CTF construction project manager. In December, the Coquitlam Teachers’ Association (CTA) purchased most of the second floor of a building located on St. Johns Street in Port Moody. Construction and renovation began in mid-March. Our new premises are located directly above a kickboxing school and the rented campaign office of the BC Liberal candidate Iain Black, who hopes to be elected as Christy Clark’s successor as the MLA representing the Port-Moody-Westwood riding. To install a necessary water pipe and hook the pipe up to existing building pipes, the plumber had to gain access from the Liberals’ campaign office. Strata law is clear: an owner must allow access to property commonly owned by all the strata owners, such as the area between premises where pipes, electrical connections, etc., are located. After initially agreeing to a date when the pipe hook-up could occur, Iain Black’s office manager suddenly refused to allow the CTA any entry whatsoever. Here is the conversation held between our project building manager and Black’s office/campaign manager: Black’s henchman (BH): We will not allow any entry of any teacher to our premises ever. Teachers don’t like us, and we don’t like them. CTA project manager (CTA): But no teachers will be entering this office. A plumber, not a teacher, will be doing the pipe hook-up job. In fact, teachers aren’t even moving into this building until after the election is over. BH: That doesn’t matter. We will not allow any teacher or any teacher’s plumber to enter our offices. CTA: That doesn’t make any sense. According to both strata by-laws and the BC Business Tenancy Act, you must provide permission to hook up a pipe within 48 hours. BH: No we don’t, and we will not allow it. If we did allow it, it would cost us thousands of dollars to debug the joint afterwards. We will not let any teachers in here until after the election. CTA: That is not appropriate. The CTA is already incurring substantial additional costs because we have had to send all the construction workers home. All work has been halted because of your actions. And, do you seriously believe the CTA would break the law and try to install illegal bugging equipment? BH: Teachers don’t like us, and we don’t trust them. The Attorney General weighs in A few days of construction-interruptus and various phone calls later (including one to the errant Christy Clark, who failed to respond and come to our aid): BH: We will not allow any entry to the CTA. Besides, this matter is out of our hands and now rests with the provincial party. CTA: How so? BH: We have contacted the Attorney General, and he says campaign offices don’t have to follow strata rules, and that we don’t have to allow any entry until after the election. So go tell the CTA to live with it. Liberals devise sneaky plan to try to procure campaign donation A few days and various nervous breakdowns and mounting bills later: BH to the CTA project manager: Okay, okay, we will let the CTA plumber in to do the pipe hook-up. Our candidate, Iain Black, is willing to go behind the back of his own provincial party and allow the repair to take place despite what provincial office says. However, we will be submitting a bill to the CTA for the costs associated with the debugging of our premises, and for the services of a security guard to monitor that no secret documents are tampered with. A few days later, the pipe hook-up took place successfully, and was completed at 5:00 a.m. Exactly five hours later, at 10:00 a.m., I receive the following bill from the Liberals: Cost for security guard (7 hrs. @ $17.50 per hr) = $122; Cost for debugging $395; Total $517. The Liberals have refused to provide me with details associated with the debugging, such as company name, hourly cost, any possible discovery of a James Bond-like device lodged in the ceiling or cleverly disguised as a list. The reasons they cite: For security reasons, we don’t want the CTA to know any details about when the bug sweep actually happened, and we don’t want this issue to be traced, or to have the CTA use this in any campaign against us. Hmm. It may be too late for them already on that last point. Needless to say, we will not be paying the above bill, and we are currently busy visiting all 77 of our school sites to talk about the election, and tell our building story in particular, to our teachers. It is having an electrifying effect; we don’t seem to be having too much difficulty getting volunteers for the election effort. The pipe that was installed through the ceiling of the Liberals’ campaign office was a waste pipe. It would seem that, even in the case of plumbing, there exists great irony. Kathleen Thomson is president of the Coquitlam Teachers’ Association. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13546,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 20, Number 1, September 2007 Teachers working on call and seniority callout By Kendra Litke The duty of a union is to advocate equally for all of its members. The BCTF is working to ensure that all of its members have seniority rights that provide security. There are more than 6,000 teachers working on call who do not have the same degree of seniority as do teachers working on contract. Why seniority callout? ObjectivitySeniority is the backbone of any union. TOCs now accumulate seniority. With a teacher-request callout system, individual teachers have the power to decide which of their colleagues will or will not be earning seniority. This is clearly contrary to union principles. Contract teachers rely upon seniority to supply some degree of fairness in filling vacant positions. Seniority attempts to remove favouritism and nepotism in a process where a teachers livelihood is at stake. When a contract teacher expresses a preference for one TOC over another, there is none of the transparency, accountability, and due process for the non-requested TOC that contract teachers have come to expect. Contract teachers rightly demand a seniority-based process for filling vacant positions; so too, do TOCs. ProfessionalismTeachers working on call are hired on the basis of qualifications and experience in the same manner as contract teachers. Research done in 2005 clearly shows that TOCs in BC have the same level of education and experience as contract teachers. For contract teachers to express a preference among TOCs undermines the professionalism of all. For, if TOCs, with equivalent experience and qualifications, can be placed in classroom positions without adequate rationale, why cant contract teachers be hired and replaced in the same manner? EthicsContract teachers do not have their teaching performance openly ranked or evaluated by their colleagues. The selection of one TOC over another implies that a contract teacher has evaluated the performance of a TOC and either approves or disapproves of their methodology. The practice of selecting one TOC over another raises ethical concerns. Union solidarityUnder a teacher-request system, TOCs must compete with each other on a daily basis in order to make a living. This actively undermines union solidarity. The teacher-request or preferential system sets up an informal, yet powerful, employer/employee relationship between colleagues. In a local where contract teachers pick "the best" TOCs, and where TOCs are forced to compete with each other to be the chosen, there is no incentive for those TOCs who are successfully competitive and focussed on their own survival to ally themselves with collegues. Social justiceIn order to get work, TOCs are forced to "market" themselves to their peers. The necessity of selling oneself to ones own colleagues undermines the dignity of the individual as well as the profession. Contract teachers expect objective evaluation and fair treatment from their employer. What teachers demand from their employer, teachers should practise themselves. Why not a preferential callout system? Is "teacher-request" callout necessary to provide continuity of service to our students? Seniority callout does not mean TOCs are assigned regardless of experience and qualifications. As with contract teachers, TOCs fill vacancies according to both seniority and qualifications. TOCs in the classroom must have the necessary qualifications to do the job. A seniority/qualification-based callout system may even result in a more consistent quality of teaching than a teacher-request/preferential callout system as with the latter individual teachers may make a subjective judgment on qualifications that include nepotism and friendship networks. Continuity of service to students is a responsibility shared by the TOC, the principal, and the contract teacher. It is the responsibility of administration to ensure that all TOCs called into a classroom are qualified to be there. The contract teacher ensures continuity by providing adequate day plans and notes on daily procedures and individual students. TOCs ensure continuity of service by using professional judgment and integrity in following the day plan. Although it may take a little longer for the contract teacher to supply adequate instruction for an unknown TOC, the time spent is a small price to pay for an investment in professionalism. Numerous days away from a position does not necessarily mean that different TOCs are called. If a teacher is aware of a number of days that they will be absent, all the absences can be booked at the same time to ensure the same TOC. If the contract teacher is consistently absent a part-time assignment should be posted. Why not an objective rotational callout system? Although a rotational-callout system may address some of the concerns that arise with a teacher-request system, TOCs still have no assurance of an objective seniority accumulation process. By extension, if the BCTF accepts that 15% if its members, teachers working on call, are assigned rotationally, so then should contract teachers be re-assigned each month or term. Kendra Litke is the chair of the BCTF Teacher On Call and Underemployed Teacher Advisory Committee. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media last tweet "" @ - 12:00am Follow @ last post "" facebook/ - Jan 1st Like Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/BCTF-research.aspx?id=18006,BCTF>New research report on poverty and education, April 1, 2009  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development BCTF-Research Archives 2012-13 2011-12  2010-11  2009-10  2008-09  Home > Publications > BCTF Research > BCTF-Research List > 2008-09 Archives New research report on poverty and education Students are not to blame: Understanding the structural causes of family poverty Margaret White, Research analyst, BC Teachers’ Federation Research shows that BC has the highest child and family poverty rates in the country. Poverty affects students in both rural and urban areas. Educators across the province are increasingly challenged to help students overcome educational barriers related to poverty. Part 1 of the report discusses why it is important for educators to challenge assumptions and beliefs about the structural causes of poverty. How we think, feel, and communicate about poverty makes a difference in how students feel about themselves and their school community. Part 2 of the report provides an in-depth look at the structural factors which individuals lack control over that contribute to increasing family poverty rates. The erosion of family income over the past decade makes it difficult for families to survive on one income, yet maternity and childcare benefits in BC and Canada lag well behind European countries. Rapidly rising housing costs are a significant factor driving poverty rates in BC. So, too, is the expansion of low-paying, insecure employment that results in some parents working at two or more jobs to make ends meet. Education can buffer family poverty, yet the rising cost of post-secondary education prevents many families from gaining the skills necessary to move out of low-wage employment. Governments have not done enough to foster the expansion of quality jobs that provide a living wage. Minimum wage and other income supports for low-income families have not risen in proportion to the cost of living. These are all structural causes of poverty. While they may not be under the control of an individual, all of these factors can be addressed through social and economic policy. Scandinavian countries have shown that economic productivity, family-friendly policies, and poverty reduction can successfully coexist. Some provinces in Canada have taken the lead, especially Québec, with promising results. If the British Columbia government is committed to having “the best educated, most literate jurisdiction on the continent” (Ministry of Education, Budget 2009: 2009/10 – 2011/12 Service Plan. p. 15), policy-makers can start by taking action to end family poverty, thereby removing a significant barrier to educational success. The full version of this research report can be found at http://www.bctf.ca/publications.aspx?id=5630#EI. Submitted by Margaret White, mwhite@bctf.ca. April 1, 2009 This item will be saved on the BCTF’s website in a list archive, at http://www.bctf.ca/publications/BCTF-research.aspx. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2011/10/bc-government-proposal-for-class.html?showComment=1317768918788,Staffroom Confidential: BC government proposal for class composition is "rationing" Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, October 4, 2011 BC government proposal for class composition is "rationing" I hope no-one is fooled by the BC Government proposal to address class composition announced in yesterday's Throne speech. It is unfair, unequal, and perhaps unconstitutional. See the announcement here: http://www2.news.gov.bc.ca/news_releases_2009-2013/2011EDUC0082-001253.htm The government has proposed a limited fund to address supporting students with special needs and class composition. The amount in the fund would be in the "tens" of millions. This is a far cry from the $275 million per year removed in 2002 (which is more like $330 million in today's dollars). It is insulting to both teachers and the students of BC that this government thinks it is OK to "remedy" their mistake with just one tenth the amount of funding. Probably the only reason there is any money on the table is because a BC Supreme Court found their actions in 2002 unconstitutional. But the courts also identified $275 million per year as the amount removed. If the government can afford $930 million on Smart Meters, then it can afford $330 million for students and public education. Equally as problematic is the process of a "fund". In my view, once a child is designated with specific learning needs, they have a constitutional right to educational services that meet their specific learning needs. But in the "fund" model, a limited (and too small) amount of funding would be available so that only some of the students' needs would be met. Teachers and/or parents would have to "apply" for funding and state their case about why their situation was the "neediest". Under this model, some students would be denied services. Teachers and parents would have to spend time "making the case" for services AFTER they had already gone through the process of testing and designation and writing an individual education plan. Only some students and classrooms would be funded. The School Act states that every individual education plan must be implemented. This is how it should be. Once specific needs have been identified and a plan to address those needs is developed, that plan should be fully funded in order to implement it properly. This includes a suitable classroom composition and class size to ensure the teacher has time to address the plan. It also includes adequate numbers of specialist teachers to provide individual one-on-one teaching. Prior to the Liberals changing the special education funding formula and removing class size limits in 2002, this is basically how it worked. Different designations resulted in different levels of funding and often were specifically assigned to a particular child. Class size limits and class composition limits ensured that for every class, the variety of needs in the class and the size of the class was manageable for the teacher. Ratios of specialist teachers to students ensured each specialist teacher would have adequate time to spend with each student on their caseload. When these protections were stripped away, students and teachers paid the price. Students no longer were automatically provided the services they needed. Teachers were overwhelmed with complex needs and larger classes and a massive increase in workload. The government needs to ensure that every single child has their needs fully met. This cannot be done through a competitive "fund" that would end up serving only the "neediest". Such a system is simply the "rationing" of an inadequate provision of educational services. And such a competitive symptom will ultimately pit students, parents, teachers and administrators against each other, as each advocates for different sets of students. So on top of failing to provide adequate supports, this system would exacerbate relationships and create an unhealthy competitive climate. Imagine the equivalent in health care. You are tested and identified with an illness. But your family doctor is forced to apply and "make the case" for you to receive specialist services from a limited "fund". We don't run our health care system this way and we shouldn't run our schools this way either. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 2:32 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 3 comments: AnonymousOctober 4, 2011 at 3:55 PM Oh, but that is exactly the case in health care. If I require a Rx that is not on the Pharmacare list, my family doctor has to make the case that I need it. It's the same to see some specialists... the family doctor has to make the case.ReplyDelete Tara EhrckeOctober 4, 2011 at 4:29 PM Anonymous...getting the DESIGNATION is making the case for the need for services. That already happens. This would be like AFTER your doctor makes the case then only 10% of the referrals get service...only the WORST cases get service. Or if a medication came in limited supply and only the 10% of the sickest people got it, not everyone who legitimately needed it. Special ed funding has always been given based on an initial testing and assessment and designation by the Ministry.ReplyDelete Ian WenigerOctober 4, 2011 at 9:07 PM Christy Clark is negotiating through vague passages in the Throne Speech and George Abbott is bargaining through glib top-down ministerial announcements. But Gorgeous George has shown us some money, and there's way more where that came from. The money pot, as Tara says, is completely inappropriate; it is designed to drive students and families out of public schools once they lose the fight for scant funds. Teachers will never accept that and neither will parents. The Liberals are trying to once again monetize the basic demand--that they follow the judge's rule and restore the contract. Adrian Dix and the NDP education critic Robin Austin have pointed out the government's criminality in stripping contracts and breaking their own laws, and this is great. The next step for the NDP is to come out and publicly support that the 2002 contract has to be reinstated. And solidarity among our parent groups and other unions may not be as hard as one might think. Apart from the amazing events at Occupy Wall Street, where people are making new connections between disputes every day, BCers appear not very convinced that teachers need to be punished. The $175m offer may sound good to people who believe that teachers are just about the money. When that money is revealed as just a pot to feed the neediest children, however, such an appalling Dickensian image is just not in BC's imagination. I have been told, on 30 September at 14:50, by the BCPSEA's Facebook administrator that people who "focus on specific options available at this point is premature and simply intended, in our view, to generate anxiety." So essentially BCPSEA's PR team is dismissing anyone who thinks a lockout was ever near the table. Are these people for real? I'm feeling pretty optimistic and I think this optimism needs to be expressed with our own meetings with parents and other workers about the job action. People who want to save public education and stop the cuts need to start organizing themselves.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ▼  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ▼  October (16) Abbott's plan: some thoughts... Teachers upset with BCPSEA allegations and threats... BCPSEA's hypocritical application to LRB over BC t... Occupy Education Builds Momentum The "transformation agenda" for BC education? - fo... Big brother and the Ministry of Education How to judge a School Board candidate - by their r... Solidarity and the 99% - Why teachers should suppo... Occupying Education Abbott's plan: Drastic changes with no consultatio... Guest post: Tobey Steeves on Bills 27/28 - a perso... BCPSEA - missing the point on local bargaining We are the 99 BC government proposal for class composition is "r... A little interlude... BC School Trustees consider a teacher lockout ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20140930,www.bcschoolcounsellor.com,http://www.bcschoolcounsellor.com/,BC School Counsellors Association BC School Counsellors Association BCSCA Click here to edit subtitle More Home Pro-D opportunities Executive Executive Resources exec profile Financials Conference 2103 Conference '12 Resources Magazine Mag Archive Links Connect With Us Social Media Channels List Serve Discussion Local Contacts About Us Role of S.C. Legal & Ethical Guidelines Become a Member Resource Sharing Mediation Clock code Join the BCSCA & Enter the Members ONLY Area Sign In or Register BCSCA e-Newsletter BC School Counsellor Magazine       Check out past & present editions   Subscribe To My Website Subscribing allows you to get site updates. Your email address will be kept private. Subscribe countup Please note that the following members of the BC Registrar’s Association (private and public) have endorsed the following statement and I expect that you will begin to see similar statements appearing on individual institution websites soon. FDU UFV SFU UBC Corpus Christi Camosun KPU CAPU UCW VCC TRU TWU Okanagan VIU NIC UVic Selkirk COTR JI NLC UNBC NVIT Langara College Douglas College NWCC "In the event of a work stoppage affecting BCTF membership, BC's public and private post-secondary institutions who are members of the British Columbia Registrar's Association will work with impacted secondary school students to ensure their admission to our programs is not negatively affected. This may include extending deadlines for receipt of final grades, or possibly accepting self-declared or interim grades on a temporary basis until official final grades are available." Source: email message Children and Youth Mental Health & Substance Use Collaborative Colleagues from the Interior making an impression at the Children and Youth Mental Health & Substance Use Collaborative in Kelowna. This is the beginning of the redevelopment of the Child and Youth mental health services in BC.  We are honoured to be asked to participate in this very important project.  More information will be announced in early fall ! School counselling in Canada is thriving - be part of something great through membership in the CCPA School Counsellors Chapter. Originating in 2000, the School Counsellors Chapter is a growing professional group of CCPA. The Chapter aims to provide elementary and secondary school counsellors in Canadian private and public schools with access to professional development, open discussion and networking, advocacy, and research opportunities. The Chapter members come from all Canadian provinces and territories. Students and international members also belong to the Chapter. CCPA members who are school counsellors, or other CCPA members interested in the school counselling profession, may join the School Counsellors Chapter for a fee of $15 per year. The majority of Chapter members have chosen to attain the “Canadian Certified Counsellor” (C.C.C.) designation. Canadian Counselling and Psychotherapy Association (CCPA) School Counselling Chapter >>> As a group, the CAI represents a varied cross section of interest and experience. Our collective expertise stems from lived experience, research, advocacy, volunteer and work practice. Our members are drawn from community social services, business, labour, government, Aboriginal leadership agencies and representatives from the BC Alliance for Mental Health/Illness and Addiction.   ...this 10 year mental health plan identifies the key role that school counsellors play in the mental health of young people in BC. >>>DOWNLOAD a copy Thanks to all those who attended, presented, exhibited, sponsored the BCSCA Annual Conference. Did you miss the one of the KEYNOTE presentations? We have posted the a digital recording of Dr. Shanker's and Dr. Mathison's presentations on the BCSCA YouTube channel LOOKING for a copy  from a powerpoint or handout from one of the sessions you attended this year?  Become a member of this website, and download the information. E.R.A.S.E stands for Expect  Respect and a Safe Education.   The province’s 10-point ERASE Bullying Strategy, which includes the launch of the new ERASEBullying.ca web portal and the new ReportBullyingBC.ca online reporting tool. The new website provides vital information, links and tips for parents and students while the new online reporting tool provides students a secure and anonymous way to report instances of bullying, threats and other safety concerns. BCSCA is a provincial specialist association of the BC Teachers Federation)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7156,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 2, October 2005 Free collective bargaining vs. essential-service legislation by Sandra Davie In the next year, we will hear a great deal both profound and inane rhetoric about whether teachers should have the right to free collective bargaining or teachers perform an essential service that must continue no matter what. Most teachers believe they are entitled to free collective bargaining and all that process entails. It does entail ability to negotiate salary and working conditions and to take action, up to and including strike action. The process developed over the last 200 years as people realized they had the right to a livable wage and decent working conditions. Unfortunately, most employers disagreed with such revolutionary ideas, and unions grew out of the employers’ intransigence. At first, the courts sided with the employers, but they ultimately accepted the argument that people are not slaves subject to employer whims. Hence, the birth and growth of unions. Once a union collective is formed, the workers speak as one in their relationship with the employer. Unity allows them to enter into negotiations and withdraw some or all of their service to illustrate to the employer that without the workers, there is no production and therefore no profit. The employer also has the right to lockout the employees, to show them that no work means no wages. Within that balance is an incentive to reach an agreement that works for both sides. Teachers believe that in a democratic society they have the right, like others, to negotiate salary and working conditions. We acknowledge the vital importance of education but disagree that withdrawal of our service is a life or death matter, the traditional definition of essential service. No child’s life would be endangered by a withdrawal of teacher service for a short period of time. Therefore, many teachers and others in the community see the essential service designation extended to the work done by teachers as a political act wrongly legislated by the Liberal government. If an essential-service designation doesn’t mean endangerment of life, the question becomes, How far would the government go in deeming workers essential? More significantly, what happens to the work of the last 200 years allowing workers to have a say in both salary and working conditions? If a right is taken away from one group, that right is taken from all. That idea is fundamental to our democracy and our society. That illegitimate loss of our right to full collective bargaining is a loss for all, and that is one reason teachers are upset regarding essential-service legislation. We think all citizens should be upset. Another reason teachers are upset is that bargaining both salary and working conditions benefits the children in our care. Our working conditions are our children’s learning conditions. Specifically, I refer to class-size limits and ratios for non-enrolling teachers, such as teacher-librarians, counsellors, and special ed teachers. Taking those learning conditions out of the bargaining process places our children at the whim of the government, who can withdraw or withhold money from the public education system as it sees fit. To a person not deeply involved in the education system, four students with special needs and three ESL students in a Grade 4/5 split of 34 students are just words on paper. They do not know the classroom reality those words describe. It is easy to say, "Well, adding one more child can’t make that much difference, and I can balance the books that way." By having those working/ learning conditions in contract, teachers can address the needs of children; once the agreement is reached, the money for class sizes and support is guaranteed. It is not subject to whim. Surely, that is advantageous to children! Just think about what happened in 2001. Government eliminated individual class sizes from the collective agreements, and as soon as it had done that, appropriate funding disappeared. Ask any teacher if her or his class sizes have improved since 2001. Also, by eliminating non-enrolling ratios, appropriate funding disappeared. Ask any teacher if support services for special ed support, ESL support, library, or counsellor support have improved since 2001. Teachers are upset because those benefits for children were negotiated, implemented, and protected through free collective bargaining. Now they are gone. In the past, through collective bargaining, employers and employees reached agreements beneficial to all. What we have now is an employee group that can negotiate only salary. Our working conditions and the learning conditions of our children are off limits. And, trust me, they are not improving. We hear politicians like Gordon Campbell state in an outraged voice that teachers put themselves before students when they demand the right to free collective bargaining. Sometimes other voices join his demanding that a child’s right to an education is absolute and teachers have no right to jeopardize it. Such rhetoric speaks to the surface of the debate and not to the depth. In our society every child does have the right to the best education possible. Who would disagree with that statement? But how do we get to that "best education possible"? Surely not by placing decisions in the hands of people who do not understand the system and therefore allowing the government to withdraw funding as it chooses. Does this promote best education for everyone? Teachers, the people who live in the system every day and know what is needed, do not believe so, and the last four years confirm that belief. Maintaining full-collective-bargaining rights is what our democracy is about. By denying certain groups those rights, we jeopardize the fundamental values of our society. How can the denial of basic rights fit into the best education scenario we all desire? We demean the very nature of education by distorting the concept of essential services, as the Liberal government has done. Teachers want to teach. They do not want to strike, but they feel the necessity to speak out as they see the learning conditions of our children continually deteriorate. Would you want your child to be taught by a teacher who does nothing to protect your child? Would you want your child to be taught by a teacher who allows our society to be undermined and chooses never to speak out? I know I would not. Returning free-collective-bargaining rights to teachers may mean at some time that they will strike to improve their working conditions and your child’s learning conditions. Deeming them an essential service gives the government the final say over how money will be spent in the schools. There is no guarantee that those learning conditions will be the best they can be. The government can make other choices with the money if it is not committed to the agreement. Children will benefit when teachers can negotiate working conditions. Children will lose when the government has no obligation to maintain appropriate funding in the school system. The loss of services in the schools in the last four years effectively illustrates this point. A healthy democracy models its values. Allowing its citizens to negotiate working conditions and ensuring that its educational system is appropriately funded to ensure equal opportunity for all are values worth supporting. Those two reasons motivate teachers on this issue. We are not "putting our interests above the children" as some say. We see the issues as fundamental to our democracy and our educational system. Sandra Davie is a retired teacher, Prince George. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=24164,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > October 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 2, October 2011   Professional autonomy in teaching Keynote address to PD chairs, Summer Conference 2011 By Joanna Larson   Public Education is a sacred trust. As a community we promise to prepare learners for a socially responsible life in a free and democratic society, to participate in a world which each generation will shape and build. We promise a public education system which provides learners with knowledge and wisdom, protects and nurtures their natural joy of learning, encourages them to become persons of character, strength and integrity, infuses them with hope and with spirit, and guides them to resolute and thoughtful action. – Charter for Public Education  It is not often enough as teachers, we take the time to really reflect on our purpose in our classrooms, and the purpose of public education in society. It’s even less often, that we examine the issue of professional autonomy through this lens. Professional autonomy in teaching goes far beyond the ability to maintain a defined set of professional freedoms such as choosing our own resource materials, methods of instruction and assessing student progress. It goes far beyond self-directed professional development: “Thinking for oneself in uncertain and complex situations in which judgment is more important than routine.” – Anne Phelan and Alice Pitt This definition not only defines what it means to be autonomous as a teacher, but also what it means to be an autonomous learner. More than anything else we do, our constant striving to prepare our students to use their judgment is what sets us apart from other professions. And thus, has different consequences when our professional autonomy is eroded. You cannot erode a teacher’s autonomy without eroding that of the students. We strive to empower our students with the knowledge they need to make good decisions, the confidence they need to make responsible decisions, and the open mindedness to make difficult and sometimes unpopular decisions. Essentially we are trying to create a safe place in schools for students to practice decision making, and gain confidence using their judgment. What sets teachers apart from other professions is our profound commitment to promoting our students autonomy, both as learners, and responsible citizens of a fair and just democratic society. Teacher autonomy and learner autonomy are implicitly linked with one another by the nature and purpose of what we believe public education to serve. If we want autonomous learners, we have to have autonomous teachers. Phelan and Pitt make the case that the autonomy of a profession depends on the autonomy of each of its members. Autonomous participants must create and account for the singularity of the profession as a collective vision of autonomy. Therefore, professional members have to become autonomous before there can be autonomy. When Bills 27 and 28 were enacted, over 3,000 teaching positions disappeared. Many teachers ended up struggling in contract work or living below the poverty line as TTOC’s. When you are worried about paying your rent, and putting food on the table for your children, how much autonomy do you really have? If we want teachers focused on being innovative, imaginative, and inspired in our classrooms, then they can’t be worried about making it to their second job on time, and they can’t be willing to compromise what they know is right and just in order to please those who control if, when, and how much they work. Bills 27 and 28 left teachers in classrooms watching class sizes grow, the number of students with special needs increase, at the same time specialist and support programs decreased. These teachers saw their workload increase exponentially and they too started to drift into survival mode. Shutting their doors and often relying on “canned” programming just to make it through the end of the day. This undermined their confidence. Teachers began to see themselves as failures, and broken spirits have a hard time exercising good judgment. They are more likely to prefer to follow routine. In the current round of collective bargaining, the biggest problem we face, is that BCPSEA is proposing contract strips, and less than nothing in terms of compensation. Gutting teacher evaluation language, stripping seniority from post-and-fill language all have an incredulous amount of influence over a teacher’s confidence in exerting their autonomy. Teachers become less willing to be creative, inventive, and push the envelope in methods that will engage students. We become obedient and compliant. We are more likely to follow bad advice from superiors in order to please them, than to challenge bad ideas. “Personalized Learning”—an initiative that in my opinion is an insult to our profession, and a dis-service to our students. This is not an initiative reminiscent of creating equal opportunity for all, and it is not an initiative designed to meet the individual needs of our students. It is using digital evangelism to put millions of dollars in the hands of private business and strip collective agreements. The vision of personalized learning that predominantly exists, diminishes the art of teaching and reduces the role of teachers to facilitators. It imposes the dominant or sole method of instruction through technology, and essentially removes teachers from classrooms potentially creating a dehumanized mode of instruction. Keeping in mind the purpose of public education, how will this vision help us achieve the goals of encouraging our students to become persons of character, strength, and integrity? Personalized learning is a means of indoctrinating our children to exist in an urban consumerist society and no other. It disconnects us from our environment, and narrows our potential to the use of corporate technology. Unfortunately, the erosion of public confidence in education seems to have left us in a position where “reform” is the only answer. Even in our professional conversations we are struggling to find the positives in the personalized learning movement, trying to find ways to shape it into what we want. Teachers are on a constant quest, a continual process of inquiry into how their practice can best promote autonomous learning for our students. And this often makes us weak to the seductive language used around education reform— 21st Century Learning, Learner Focused, Flexibility. We often underestimate the true intentions of the reformers, believing they too share our aspirations of autonomous, self-sufficient life-long learners. In reality, their intentions can be very different from ours. Historically, public education evolved as a means of educating a class of people to serve the elite members of society. “A general state education is a mere contrivance for moulding people to be exactly like one another, and as the mould in which it casts them is that which pleases the predominant power in the government…it establishes a despotism over the mind, leading by a natural tendency to one over the body.” – John Stuart Mill, “On Liberty” In the words of the Ministry of Education: “We want the right teachers placed in the right positions. Qualified and suitable teachers—in best ‘fit’ placements.” “We want to align professional development with teacher performance evaluations and school district policy requirements.” These recent statements from the Ministry of Education expose the truth about what they really want out of education reform. Abject control. Not autonomous learners. Phelan and Pitt explain the differences between autonomy and heteronomy: “An autonomous society makes laws and knows it is the author of its laws. “A heteronomous society lives by laws that came from elsewhere and are inviolable even if cruel, misconstrued, or out of touch.” The summative result of the loss of autonomy for the profession of teaching, is the loss of autonomy for our learners as well. That can only lead to a shift away from an autonomous society into a more heteronomous one, and a loss of democracy for us all.  Joanna Larson, president, Prince Rupert District Teachers’ Union and member-at-large, BCTF Executive Committee.   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/keithbaldrey/status/518612830527160320,Keith Baldrey on Twitter: "Giants win! Took a long time against Expos' offspring. But Nats abandoned Montreal, so no sympathy. Go SanFran! #MLBPlayoffs" টুইটার অনুসন্ধান অনুসন্ধান টুইটার খুঁজুন সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ ভাষা : বাংলা. हिन्दी Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন টুইটার-এ নতুন ? আজই যোগদান করুন » সাইন ইন করুন ফোন, ইমেল বা ব্যবহারকারীর নাম পাসওয়ার্ড সাইন ইন আমাকে মনে রাখুন পাসওয়ার্ড ভুলে গেছেন? ইতিমধ্যে আপনি কি টেক্সট বার্তার মাধ্যমে টুইটার ব্যবহার করছেন? অনুসরণ অনুসরণ করা কর্মসমূহ:অনুসরণ না করা অবরুদ্ধ অবরোধ মুক্ত মুলতুবি বাতিল Keith Baldreyযাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট ‏ @keithbaldrey ৫ অক্টোবর Giants win! Took a long time against Expos' offspring. But Nats abandoned Montreal, so no sympathy. Go SanFran! #MLBPlayoffs প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট পুনঃটুইটগুলি ৩ প্রিয় ৬ ৯:০৫ অপরাহ্ণ - ৪ অক্টোবর, ২০১৪ Mark Lewis ‏ @markvlewis ৫ অক্টোবর @keithbaldrey - I have a hard time accepting Nats as a continuation of the Expos. I lived in Mtl in early 90s but have no affinity for Nats. সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট robin mclean ‏ @mebury ৫ অক্টোবর @keithbaldrey all the way. Go giants সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট tracysherlock ‏ @tracysherlock ৫ অক্টোবর @keithbaldrey yay Giants! All the way. Hoping for a Giants - Kansas City World Series... সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Keith Baldrey থেকে কোন আপডেট মিস্ করবেন না © 2014 টুইটার সম্বন্ধে সহায়তা বিজ্ঞপ্তি তথ্য বন্ধ মিডিয়াটিকে চিহ্নিত করুন এটি ইতিমধ্যে সংবেদনশীল কন্টেন্ট ধারণকারী হিসাবে চিহ্নিত হয়েছে। পতাকা তুলুন এটি সম্ভাব্যরূপে অবৈধ বিষয়বস্তুর ধারণকারী হিসেবে। সমর্পণ করা বাতিল মিডিয়াকে চিহ্নিত করা সম্পর্কে আরো জানুন খারিজ বন্ধ পূর্ববর্তী পরবর্তী বন্ধ একজন ব্যক্তির প্রোফাইলে যান সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ বন্ধ আপনার অনুসরণকারীদের এই পুনঃটুইটটি পাঠাবেন? বাতিল পুনঃটুইট বন্ধ আপনি কি নিশ্চিত যে এই টুইট মুছে দিতে চান? বাতিল মুছে ফেলুন বন্ধ রোধ করন বাতিল রোধ করন আপনার টুইটসমুহে একটি অবস্থান যুক্ত করুন যখন একটি অবস্থানের সঙ্গে আপনার টুইট করেন, টুইটার সেই অবস্থান সংরক্ষণ করে। প্রত্যেক টুইটের আগে আপনি আপনার অবস্থান চালু / বন্ধ করতে পারেন, এবং যে কোনও সময় আপনি আপনার অবস্থানের ইতিহাস মুছে ফেলতে পারেন। আরো জানুন অবস্থান চালু করুন এখন নয় স্থান বন্ধ করুন বন্ধ প্রোফাইল সারসংক্ষেপ বন্ধ আপনার তালিকাসমূহ বন্ধ একটি নতুন তালিকা তৈরি করুন নাম তালিকা বিবরণ 100 অক্ষরের কম, ঐচ্ছিক তালিকাসমূহ:গোপনীয়তা সাধারণ · যে কেউ এই তালিকা অনুসরণ করতে পারেন ব্যক্তিগত · শুধুমাত্র আপনিই এই তালিকায় প্রবেশ করতে পারবেন তালিকা সংরক্ষণ করুন বন্ধ বন্ধ এই টুইট স্থাপিত কর আপনার নীচের ওয়েবসাইটে কোডটি অনুলিপি দ্বারা এই টুইট যোগ করুন * আরও জানুন হুম, সার্ভারে পৌঁছনোর একটি সমস্যা ছিল। পরে আবার চেষ্টা করবেন? প্রকৃত টুইট অন্তর্ভুক্ত করুন অন্তর্ভুক্ত মিডিয়া প্রাকদর্শন বন্ধ টুইটারে নিবন্ধন করুন টুইটারে নেই? নিবন্ধন করুন, আপনির পছন্দের বিষয়গুলির সাথে যুক্ত হন, এবং তাদের বিষয়ে হালনাগাদ পান। একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন » বন্ধ দুটি উপায় (প্রেরণ এবং গ্রহণ) শর্ট কোড: দেশ কোড গ্রাহকদের জন্য মার্কিন যুক্তরাষ্ট্র 40404 (যে কোন) কানাডা 21212 (যে কোন) যুক্তরাজ্য 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM হাইতি 40404 Digicel, Voila আয়ারল্যান্ড 51210 Vodafone, O2 ভারত 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance ইন্দোনেশিয়া 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » অন্য দেশসমুহের এসএসএস সংক্ষিপ্ত কোড দেখুন বন্ধ নিশ্চিতকরণ)
(20141006,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2014/09/tentative-agreement-yes-or-no.html?showComment0751410943591278,Staffroom Confidential: Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, September 16, 2014 Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Despite what I know was a herculean effort on the part of our bargaining team, I very much hope that BC teachers will vote no to the tentative agreement. After five weeks of strike, and twelve years of legal battles, this is not the deal that will restore sanity to public education and it is not a fair deal for teachers and students. Just as teachers in Saskatchewan rejected a deal to ensure a better outcome, I hope BC teachers will consider a no vote to let our team know we have to go back to the bargaining table. Class size, composition The agreement provided a modified LIF fund starting at $75 million per year and increasing to $85 by the last year. It is for teachers only, which will mean a slight improvement in Districts where sizeable portions were spent on Education Assistants or senior District staff rather than teachers. However, in an average size District like Victoria (20,000 students, 1,000 teachers), this will translate into about 5-10 more teachers. That is one for every five schools. To put it in comparison, Justice Griffin's judgement estimated the lost funding due to lost class size language at about $330 million in current dollars. (Read more here about the proposed Education Fund.) I heard so many teachers speak up about the need to ensure that we do not return to over-crowded classes when the strike ends. This agreement does very little to alleviate what is the most pressing issue. Throwing away the court victory The agreement provides a "reopener" in the event we win on appeal our class size language. What this means is that the language returns, but is not implemented until new language is negotiated. Without the actual implementation of the returned language, there will be very little incentive for the government to bargain it back. We would essentially be back in the very same position we are in today, with government trying to bargain it out and us trying to bargain it back in. In my opinion, even if we were legislated back to work we would be in a superior position. If we won the appeal the government would then be forced to implement the language. We are thus throwing away our historic court victory and the bargaining pressure it potentially creates. The reopener is really only mildly less offensive than E80. In both cases, we have to bargain back what was illegally taken from our contract and the government will probably never have to restore it. In fact, the "reopener" creates the perfect opportunity for government to lock us out to try and force us to agree to something far inferior. Throwing away the remedy for the last twelve years The agreement provides $105 million to compensate for grievances over-sized classes for the last twelve years. Using Justice Griffin's estimates, our loss is roughly $300 million times 12 = over $3 billion. I cannot fathom how $105 million is a fair compromise. The BCTF's original proposal to put this money back into the system was a more fair and productive approach. This agreement means we can no longer go to the courts for a fair remedy. Wages The agreement is very close to government's original offer. While I would be willing to accept this if the class size language was returned, teachers should not be taking such a significant monetary loss without the commensurate gain in working conditions. We have lost roughly 12% of our annual salary. We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut. Minimal improvements There are very minimal improvements in preparation time for elementary teachers (10 minutes per week), and TTOC daily rate. The TTOC daily rate change may depend on your grid placement. It could actually be a wage loss for long term TTOCs who are above category 5 and step 7. There is also $11 million in health and dental benefits. At 40,000 members, this is $275 each. Hardly worth consideration in the context of the rest of the agreement. What next? There are a variety of options if we vote no. We can continue the strike. We can choose to return to work and continue bargaining. We do not, and should not, accept an agreement that doesn't meet our needs and doesn't meet the needs of students and public education. When Saskatchewan teachers rejected the first deal which had 5.5% wage increases over four years, the second deal had 7.3% increases over four years. They have said this still isn't good enough. For us, our main issue is classroom conditions. We need to say this isn't good enough. The way to do that is to vote no. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 7:48 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 124 comments: Troy MooreSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:17 PM The EC recommendation states the open clause will be argued from restored language. However, selling our grievances for nothing as the 105 million is strike savings, is plenty of reason to vote no. Further, no composition caps, but a fund controlled by Superintendents is enough reason to vote no. Thursday I will vote no.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:06 PM Re-opener also says "education fund" in place until new language bargained, so old language can disappear forever.Delete Reply Mme RousseauSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:33 PM Government starved us to death hoping we'd vote yes to whatever deal they'd offer. Planned it from the start.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:07 PM We can sill choose (collectively) to return to work if we reject this deal. Many options.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:09 PM Great analysis, Tara! I think that returning to work would be a bad idea. This will frustrate parents more if they need to find new ways to deal with taking care fo kids. USe the money given to you by the other unions. I am a teacher who had to quit for stress over the terrible condition of work (split FI grade 4/5, several low LD kids with little support, one severe with no support, 2 gifted (no support), and a principal who expected me to teach 2 separate social studies AND science programs)Delete Reply Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:56 PM Good points by all but the gov't succeeded in starving my family out and completly breaking us. I will be voting YES and live to fight another dayReplyDelete Replies schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:21 PM 'Fight another day'? In the last twelve years that we have been pushing back against this government, never has the tide tide been so much with teachers, class size/composition, and public education - and never has the government been pushed back onto the ropes (especially with the call for binding arbitration). What 'other day' is being proposed that we wait for? Now is the time. Vote 'no' and give the BCTF bargaining team a renewed mandate to get a decent deal for students and teachers.Delete Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:10 PM "Another day" means to wake up and realize that 2more weeks means my family of 5 could lose our home. It means I will do all I can to recall Cc, Factbender, and other mla's, and maybe even having "a guy I know" have a chat with them. In year 1 of their reign, I don't believe they even know what "the ropes" are. I will vote YES ...for my family, and I can live with thatDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:12 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply Karen FergusonSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:03 PM Just a question: When the Saskatchewan teachers voted no, had they already been on strike for 5 weeks?ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM No. They are working with no contract. They are not on strike.Delete Shannon DavisSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:23 AM I am a Saskatchewan teacher. We are not on strike; we are currently in the conciliation process after voting "no" to 2 previous offersDelete Reply "Mama Rose"September 16, 2014 at 9:27 PM Can we truly return to work without agreeing and continue bargaining? When I suggested returning to work a few weeks ago, the answer was "being on strike puts pressure on the gov't and without pressure they have no reason to settle." And can you explain more how legislating us back would be better than agreeing to this deal? And finally, why would the BCTF executive put forward a deal that was not a good one?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:30 PM Because they need confirmation of the resolve of the membership to get something better. That is what a no vote does.Delete Reply Troylana MSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:28 PM some great points to ponder, tara......thinking thinking....ReplyDelete schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:43 PM If we vote 'no' to the tentative deal we still have options: We'd not have a contract. But we could... a) strike with full picket lines b) partially strike with phase 1 (work-to-rule) in schools c) partially strike with periodic/rotating job action d) continue negotiating e) return to work and re-escalate strike f) some/all of the above ReplyDelete Replies Caroline MackenzieSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:21 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:14 PM a) will expedite matters (I say less that 3 days)Delete Reply danabjornsonSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:05 PM I am thinking that a legislated, crappier contract would only be in effect for 2 years max (before elections...). If we take this offer, then we will be agreeing to this pseudo-E80. Should we win the court case (which we likely will), we will have to settle on the terms of the THIS negotiated contract which doesn't actually restore learning conditions; it simply allows for those conditions to be negotiated. If we say n, then we default to the 2002 contract, which DOES restore the language. A "yes" vote is saying that we are good on "crumbs"; a "no" vote is saying we want an actual meal. That's my understanding, anyway. Please correct me where I am wrong, Tara. :)ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:44 PM And word is IF they legislate, they could opt to legislate back Grade 10-12 only causing the union to have to lay off all teachers and re-hire based on seniority. That will tear the union at the seams pitting teacher against teacher for those positions. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:17 PM There will be a general strike if that were to happen! They better not do this. They will regret it.Delete Reply imaginefunlearningSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:09 PM Some good points on the background of our fight over the past 12 years, which I have been actively engaged in; however we need to recognize the climate we are in. We are not in Sask. people! We have just come through a very long summer!! We need to thank our @bctf bargaining team & recognize the toll this has taken on all of us & our families. I don't have the luxury of more time on the strike line. This may be as good as it gets. Let's read the agreement and consider getting back to work and making some $ again! That's my 2 cents worth, which would come in really handy right now!!!ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:18 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply RobSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:11 PM Go back in work to rule mode. Work this winter to recall every Liberal MLA. ThAt is the only way to apply pressure to these criminals. ReplyDelete Replies Kate RestonSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:03 PM Recall! Not sure who won the battle but the war is still onDelete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:14 AM Well said Kate... I agree 100%Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:20 PM I think say NO and a better deal will be done in less than 3 days. These guys are not criminals, they are lower than that. I bet they get a sick pleasure in hurting the kids and the teachers.Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:31 PM An official recall is in the works: https://www.facebook.com/groups/316129595235450/?fref=ts Please consider joining.Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:26 AM Leah - do you honestly think anyone who voted BC Liberal did so thinking that they would act any differently on the education file?Delete Reply JJSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:16 PM I am glad to see other members who share my views. I am outraged at a 1.2 percent "raise" in salary per year that doesn't even meet inflation of currently 2%. I feel used and abused.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:23 PM Not to mention all of the other pittance! I am actually surprised that Iker asked teachers to vote on this! Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:18 PM Hi Tara Thanks for the summary! Will we be able to vote NO to the deal, but vote YES to returning to work? Will there be three options when we vote Thursday? Why did the BCTF agree to a substandard deal for us? If we vote no to a deal that was recommended to us, the teachers look like the bad guys and public approval will plummet. I am very disappointed and frustratedReplyDelete Replies KataSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:12 AM Public approval will not necessarily plummet. I have seen strikes where the membership has voted against the executive's "best results to date", and ended up with a better offer. This offer is an insult. The $300 million will not bring funding to the national average (I believe). More importantly, the wage offer is half of the average wage increase for public and private workers (StatsCan). Delete Reply MontySeptember 16, 2014 at 10:19 PM Thank you, Tara. My thoughts too, more clearly expressed. As well, Thursday is too soon to vote, too soon to vote, too soon to vote........ReplyDelete Richard ChalkeSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:21 PM Vote no and lose every shred of public support...just sayin!ReplyDelete Replies UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:31 AM I am a member of the public and would support a "no" vote. js!.Delete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:01 AM Richard Chalke, NO you won't! I am a mother with 3 adopted special needs children who need to be in a class that is designed for them and others like them (my kids are academically slightly delayed but their issues are more social and behavioural) where they can receive the education they deserve taught in a way they can comprehend. I will speak now for all the parents I know, and we will support the teacher's if they continue to fight for our children's best interest.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:28 PM It might not be pretty at first, but once we explain things (and I hope the Mandarin-speaking teachers flood the Richmond organization that voiced their concerns), they will back us. The 3 billions that the judge came to is the first I hear about. This should be stated to every newsmedia comment section in the province. Minimize pickets and flood those outlets with commenters, just like the Liberals do. Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:45 PM I am a member of the public and a single Mother of a child in the public school system. You will NOT lose one bit of my support if you vote no. I know that you are sacrificing so that my child can have a better education, and I am most grateful for it. Having said that, I also know that you are exhausted and broke. I have been dreading that you may have to settle for less than what you (we) deserve because the government succeeded in breaking you. I am not in your shoes, so cannot judge. If the vote is a yes, I understand and I am still behind you. Delete Reply Alison RocheSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:25 PM It is a crap deal. It's always a crap deal. Once you raise the stakes to striking, anything else is a cave in. The last time we walked out was the 3 day illegal strike where I threw away 1200$ and got EXACTLY the same contract I had the year before. The BCTF called it a win because they didn't rip up MORE of my contract. Ridiculous. There are a few of us that believe that working to contract, doing 100% of your teaching job and nothing more (like paying for supplies out of your own pocket or EC) is the only way teachers will survive this government. What if they get re-elected again? Then what? Teachers have lost thousands to these clowns to make "statements" about the state of public education in this province. We can't keep sacrificing ourselves and our families. And in the meantime, you talk to parents about why you have to take this crappy road. Because up until this strike they mostly didn't care about the state of education, but god forbid you didn't run a Sports Day. Then suddenly they wanted to know what the hell was going on. Keep the conversation going in schools. Attend your PAC meetings and stop enabling this govt to underfund and overwork the system. And still get paid!ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:20 AM I am very excited at the prospect of returning to my beloved job on Friday. However I will NOT continue to put my personal money into my classroom and I will be seriously reconsidering my involvement in extra curriculars. I think we shoot ourselves in the foot with all the unpaid work we so willingly volunteer to do. Delete Reply FCSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:38 PM I heard a rumour last week from a loose lipped government insider that after the 22nd, depending on the outcome of the negotiations the Liberals were going to announce a 3 step process. I was not clear if this was based on 3 steps to resolve the strike (perhaps the 3rd step is legislation??) or 3 steps to overhaul the education system, either way, they will settle it outright. I wish you all luck and all the information that you need to make a sound decision of what you feel is best.ReplyDelete Replies Lisa BurrowsSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:53 PM I have heard similar rumours. On the 23rd, the gov. was planning on introducing a $6000 per year voucher system for 3 choices: an academic or trades program, or something called EducationCanada. Not clear whether their intention was to privatize the public system, de-certify teachers and hire them back under new wage/benefits. Not clear where these rumours originated from. Maybe fear tactics to get teachers to vote yes. In any event, I plan on voting yes. I signed up to be a teacher, not a martyr. This strike has cost us a lot. We need to regain our livelihood and hopefully continue the conversation about class composition. We have at least awakened many people to the issue, and the court case is still an avenue that could eventually improve teaching and learning conditions.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:33 PM I urge all teachers to fight and say NO to this deal. Retired teacher who had to retire because horrendous work conditions. Make me proud. They will not last long if you say NO! I know this is tough, but there is money and I hear that Van City does offer loan at low to 0 %. Banks do allow you to miss a mortgage payment. Go talki to your banker.Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM Will school districts require teachers to make up missed days, as suggested in the media? Will the school calendar be changing to make up for the missed three weeks and if so will we be made aware of those changes PRIOR to the vote? ReplyDelete KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:41 PM "Wages..... We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut." And that is the cost of going on strike!!! There is nothing that can be done about that. You cannot go on strike and put up the raise you want every week to compensate for your time on strike - it doesn't work that way.ReplyDelete Replies Drew StevensonSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:59 AM I believe the missing "..." Suggests that they meant to refer to the losses against inflation since the last wage step increase. Thus this contract does not allow us to recover the buying power lost to inflation since the last non contract or "0%" year. Add those up and compare against the proposed increase and you see that by the end of the contract, we won't be able to afford the same value of goods (loaves of bread, watts of energy, litres of gas) that we could at the end of the last contracts term. It was not a comment about wages that were lost in the strike. Those are really small potatoes when compared to the grinding power of inflation over years and years. The next contract will use this latest for a bench mark so these losses to inflation will grind at all teachers for as long as they teach. A death of a thousand cuts to our ability to afford basic goods and services. Any raise less than inflation is a cut to the value placed on us and on our ability to pay our bills. Delete Reply Ed SSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:09 PM Having lost $20,000 (including summer school wages) as the single income for a family of five is far too much; I will be voting YES to the deal, unless the independently wealthy teachers out there who wish to continue the strike will pay my bills and mortgage for me.ReplyDelete Replies Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:14 PM I feel ya. Yes for meDelete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:18 AM Ed S. With all due respect (and I mean that), how did you lose $20,000 in the strike? Teachers were out 2 weeks (all out) before they were supposed to be in June, and now 3 weeks for the start of school? It is my understanding that teachers don't get paid through the summer months. Please correct me if I'm wrong, wherever I'm wrong. Shouldn't you have been financially alright for the summer months at least? Also all teachers knew this strike had a possibility of extending into the new school year but no one teacher budgeted for this possibility? I'm truly just trying to get a clear picture of where this all stems. NO disrespect intended.Delete BlairSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:12 AM Kelly, not Ed but if you look at the numbers there was the 10% lockout haircut in May/June plus the loss of most of June and the loss of much of September. In our 1 teacher (1 non) household we calculated a $9 K - $10 K loss so far. If you add summer school earnings you can easily make the loss in the $20 k zone. As for budgeting, we budget for the summer, but did not expect the 10% haircut, nor the loss of June/Sept days which completely messed our budgeting calculations. A very good friend (single teaching mother) was crushed by the loss of the June income and is without a penny today.Delete Mr. SmoothSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:35 PM The only one who didn't get a haircut was Jim Iker... and he needs one more than anyone else. What's with that over-coiffed 70"s mullet Jim? Does wonders for the BCTF brand image!Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:55 PM Jim's hair is not open for discussion in a respectful space like this. As for his salary, he is a teacher who does not get paid when we are on strike.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:04 PM Totally agree!Delete Reply Mr. GSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:24 PM If I thought they could do any better I would agree with voting NO, but you have to be realistic. The BCTF does not use professionals to bargain and always ends up with much less than they promise the membership when asking for a strike vote. While this is not a great deal for teachers, I really think you're fooling yourself if you think it'll get any better.ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:02 AM BCTF needs to be replaced with younger more adept representatives and advocates. Also, we should be hiring professional contract negotiators - you don't go into battle with cut throat corporate types with a wooden knife. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:37 PM This is BAD deal! Say NO to it and show those (expletives) that we will not take it anymore! Come on! Show them that teachers have a spine! They will respect us, oddly!Delete Reply retaSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:51 PM I agree with Richard. Those in the public that are uniformed would be furious, and there are many teachers who just can't afford to use their wages as their voice any longer - too much has already been donated to the government. In my opinion, the deal is pretty lame. I am sitting on the fence.ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:24 AM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:26 AM So true!!! I cannot afford to fight this battle for public education any longer. Why is this my personal and professional obligation??? However I think this deal is weak weak weak. I also think its the best we are going to get. Ideologically I'm on the fence but my wallet will vote YES.Delete Reply SirThinksToo MuchSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:54 PM My wife and I will be voting "Yes" on Thursday for it is the middle path. The easy path would have been for us to go back to school with E-80 & E-81 over our heads. The difficult path would be for us to vote "No" and put our mortgage at risk and having to continue asking retired parents for handouts to feed a family with three kids. The middle path is the wisest choice for us considering the current political climate in which those who do not teach are the quickest to judge it harshly.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:41 PM I understand that this is really tough for you! I almost died teaching a few month ago. I had to quit. Please consider holding on and say no. Remember the short loss in salary will be offset in the LONG-RUn by better salary increase. This is a joke! They will be laughing at you even more if we accept this. This is a very bad deal! However, I do respect your position!Delete Reply DaleSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:16 AM Why would classroom conditions be better on October 9th after being legislated back? We have been outplayed because of our stubborn refusal to outdated, tired old tactics. It is because of these actions that have led us to this terrible deal. Time to reset, regroup and stock up for the long haul. Can't do it if half the members commit hara kiri on themselves. We are a union of professionals not a cult. ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:49 AM Could not agree more.Delete schreck!September 17, 2014 at 9:44 AM Could you please advise which tactics you believe could have been used to secure a superior deal?Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:47 AM Full disclosure: I'm a BC Liberal supporter. The only people who would benefit from a NO vote are the BC Liberals. Teachers would be bargaining with no leverage whatsoever and would be viewed by a large segment of the population as unreasonable. The BC Liberals then get portray themselves as the only party capable of dealing with the BCTF. schreck! says that the BCTF has the government on the ropes, but he couldn't be farther from the truth. The government wants people to view the BCTF as their primary opponent. Disputes like this just shore up the BC Liberal base and protect its right flank. Any half-baked recall campaign will only reinforce that. It's true teachers aren't going to recoup the lost wages from the strike. I would suggest to you that that means this job action was probably not in teachers' interests, especially without any sort of appreciable strike fund. This is the best deal teachers were ever going to get with this government and people should have been able to recognize that in June. If you want my advice (which you probably don't), it would be to spend the next 5 years building up a strike fund, electing better leaders, and hiring a professional negotiating team. Don't bring a knife to a gunfight and expect things to go well. Focus on getting the best deal you can from whoever the government is rather than trying to change the government, the HST, Kinder Morgan or a thousand different issues that distract from education and erode the union's finances further. You'd be doing yourself a favour, and probably doing the NDP a favour at the same time. Also, if schreck! is David Schreck, you can thank his opposition to STV for the last two BC Liberal majorities. I know I do.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:11 PM One step would be to stop making political contributions to the NDP. This only contributes to the childish animosity and lack of trust that has constantly characterized negotiations. How else can the Socreds/Liberals view teachers except as enemies when they so publicly support their opponents. This stupid confrontational immature approach has to STOP!!!!! Education should not be a political fight when it is so obviously a valuable benefit to our society. It was an NDP government that legislated teachers back to work in 1993. Stop making education a political fight.Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:10 PM I don't think they have to go that far. CUPE and the Nurses still contribute to the NDP yet they don't have the same acrimonious relationship. CUPE and the Nurses just make their members their priority, and broader advocacy second.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:55 PM Ryan (possibly a Liberal paid commenter), with all due respect, I disagree with you. The cumulative increase in lieu of this will be better. Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can. I say to Iker, ask for 6% over 3 years because these people love to play the 15% over 15 year game to make it so big on the surface. Some people think that this is 15% every year. Believe me! I have seen it in comment sections. Others believe that the 15% is too high not understanding that they must divide things over the duration of the contract. It is time that we play it smarter. It is time to put the foot down and ask for money given to us by other unions, if it is needed. Banks can accept one late mortgage payment. It would be suicidal for them to not help. Imagine the possible damage if that ever leaks out. They could lose a lot in teacher money. I for one would pull my money out of a bank in support! Teachers are going to show this government that we have a spine! Enough is enough! Aren't you tired of being treated like kids? (Retired teacher who almost died in a car accident because of work conditions that were horrendous. I had to quit.)Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 AM Not paid by the BC Liberals. I pay them actually... :/ I imagine astroturfers of any affiliation wouldn't disclose their bias. "Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can." How did that work in May 2013? If the teachers reject a contract that their own union endorsed, it will make teachers seem unreasonable. Whether that perception is true or fair is irrelevant. It's what will happen, and teachers will be weaker as a result. Take my advice. Build up a strike fund and focus on the internal governance of the BCTF for the next 6 years. You'll be better off for it. Or not. I don't mind you or others making it easier for the party I support to get elected. I'd just rather not see kids and teachers hurt in the process.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:37 AM Ah! The "don't-hurt-kids" card, hey, when you have underfunded education for 12 years! WOW! That takes the cake! Are your trolling? Oh! You are serious? :) Would you be surprised if I don't follow your advice, considering your lack of logic? Would you be surprised if others don't follow your advice? It is ttue that bullies like you and your ilks love to show who is the boss, who is the teacher now! I suspect that is at the root of the problem! No one wants to fail in school! No one wants to get the strap! Sad that today's teachers don't like it too! But, who cares, we are ... teachers! We deserve it! BAH! BAH! BAH!Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:22 PM That's fine. I look forward to another 16 years of BC Liberal government.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:41 PM 16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate! Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan! Sociopaths do that!Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 9:35 AM "16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate!" 16 years of our opponents still don't understand why they lost. Like I said, that's fine with me. If I said the Liberals would be in power for at least another 13 years back in 2004 you probably would have laughed too. Heck, if I told you on May 13 last year that the BC Liberals would be reelected on May 14 you'd probably have laughed too. And you were wrong. Why is that? Answer that question if you want the NDP to win the next election. Without a correct answer to it, the NDP's cause is hopeless. "Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan!" You feel they are flawed, and that's fine. I don't go around calling people who disagree with me sociopaths, nor do I accuse them of being paid shills. But I also don't feel much need to address your ad hominems. There are logical arguments to support your position, but argumentum ad hominem is not one of them. It's a textbook logical fallacy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 1:15 PM Ah! Now I get it! It is all ego-based! You think because you voted the winning party that you are a winner and we are losers! You think because you predicted that the Liberals would win, you are winner. That does not make YOU a winner or the Liberals! It is called DEMOGRAPHICS, you expletives. The baby boomers are getting old and because they have more assets and won't make a whole lot more for too long, they need to vote a govn't who is going to do just that! It is not rocket science! WOW! You think you are so superior when your party stole an election with 47% of the popular vote. That's not a majority and your party should not have been elected. BTW, did you delete from your ethical memory the words Ethnic voting scandal? The field is slanted and you know it. However, you are so willing to minimize, forget the scams and bad fairplay tactics like a sociopath is allowed to minimize or ignore his or victims emotions that you don't see that you are the loser, we are the victim of your constant bullying. 1% wage increases after years of 0% increases and you can justify that when Yahoo reports that the average Canadian can hope to get 2.5% this and next year: https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html You Liberals behave like fascists, but we can't call you that because that's not allowed! Well! Guess what? It is and you are. Live with it! You keep on dreaming you are a genius! :) I am retired, getting soon a nice pension, and laughing at you from a beach somewhere! AHAHA! Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 2:14 PM What's with the name calling Peter? For someone claiming to be retired you really don't show the wisdom of age. For someone who talks about logic, you use logical fallacies like ad hominems a lot too. It's a fair point that the BC Liberals didn't get a majority of the vote (and I'm a very big supporter of electoral reform). The BC Liberals + Conservatives did though, and I don't think it's realistic to expect the BC Conservatives to have been more generous had they been part of government. Last time I checked I just voted. I didn't "victimize" anyone. Perhaps your rage is misplaced. If you think the election was "stolen" I'm afraid I have to question your grasp on reality though. "Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?" I'm glad you'll have a pleasant retirement Peter. I have no ill will towards you. I'm not sure why you think I do. I'm not saying people were *right* to vote BC Liberal. That's a matter of opinion. All I'm saying is people *did* vote BC Liberal. More voted BC Liberal than BC NDP for the last 5 elections in a row actually. You need to understand why that happened in order to change it for the next election. Clearly you're not interested in that though. Which is fair enough. Just remember next time you're upset about something the BC Liberals do that your lack of interest is part of why the BC Liberals get elected at all.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 3:23 PM I love your culture --or the lack of thereof! Guess what, stop thinking averybody is white and must follow your little rules. Namecalling? Sociopath? Whaaaat? And, what if you are? Still can't call you that? :) You fascist right-wingers are big on censorship! I just don't like you giving us lessons on how to get the NDP in. As stated, people are voting right of the NDP because it is a matter of demographics and a little ethnic vote buying on the side. The rest is mumbo jombo. Yes, of course, they will have to go on strike in the future and yes they will have to build a strike fund. The Liberals stole that from the BCTF too! And, you wonder why I don't have any respect for them? Yes, electoral reform is needed! We agree!Delete Reply JJ GeorgeSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:46 AM As a parent, I support the teachers and respect whether they choose to vote yes or no. However I noticed a discrepancy here from other information I've read regarding prep time for elementary teachers. Here it states minimal improvement to prep time - only 10 minutes per week being added. Elsewhere I read that it is 100 minutes per week for prep, increasing by an additional 10 minutes in the final year. That is a significant difference, and worth noting. Or have I completely misunderstood?ReplyDelete Replies Anne-MarieSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:59 AM Elementary teachers currently have 90 minutes of preparation time per week so an increase to 100 minutes per week is only gaining 10 minutes. In other provinces and some private schools they have as much as 45 minutes of prep time per day.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:56 PM Thank you for inquiring!Delete DW ZSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:57 PM You're right JJ George. There is a significant difference around the province regarding preparation times. In my district elementary teachers currently get 100 minutes of prep time. This new proposal is useless to me. I'll have to wait 6 years to gain an extra 10 minutes. Delete Reply UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:11 AM Almost nobody gets cost of living adjustments. Also inflation is NOT 2%. Do some research and look at the CPI for BC over the last 24 months. The average over the last 2 years is 0.7%, not 2%. The CPI changes every month so you cant just look at the highest month and declare that THE inflation rate. Check out the 12 month averages document for the actual numbers. http://www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/StatisticsBySubject/Economy/ConsumerPriceIndex.aspx All that being said I support the teachers. if you think this is a bad deal as a parent my dream would be for the teachers to vote no but continue bargaining because I do think the kids need to be in school and I do fear that the teachers will lose all support if the strike continues. All I ask as a parent is that you do your own research and try not to be swayed by all the opinions. ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:01 AM Inflation for August was 2.1% (http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/economy/cpi-report-expected-to-reveal-rise-in-canadas-core-inflation-rate/article20593943/). The CPI is a year-over-year calculation.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:43 AM Inflation should be looked at as a yearly average, not an individual month.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:34 PM The lawyers do not believe we have compromised our court deal. Our leadership would not have sold us out. We dodged a bullet. The Premier had something loaded even if we are not sure what it was. The idea that we could simply return to work is not guaranteed. I think a no vote could easily lead to the Liberals locking us out again because the Premier wants to crush us and she will use any excuse. She did not want to take the advice of her people and do this deal. I am certain a plan for drastic action (where we have to take the concessions they had planned) or worse - was in place. We can't guarantee the press will do any better job explaining the complexities should we say no. They rarely sided with us in markets outside of Vancouver where people are more political and they often misled or allowed others to mislead. They are not helping and would sensationalize. This would see dissolution of support very quickly - especially if we asked for wages. (Though admittedly it angers me that we can't ask for wages without being accused of being greedy when that is what most bargaining units do). But we have argued this is about kids and while this is not ideal - it is better to have teachers than not. The deal does suck in that it does not bring us to par - but this fight needs to be won with a strategy that is political and capacity will do that in another round. We have some support - but it is limited to the choir. We need to have the pews too. We need to build that capacity while working and continue to find allies because the fight is bigger than most people want to consider. This is about ideology and about privatization. Education always was political but never more so than now and we have to fight this party or the conservatives who would do the same or worse. No teacher who is responsible can ignore the politics any longer. That is simply the truth. If you work in the system you better get informed and you better be prepared to fight until retirement for the system. That said, I want to ask the same question others are asking: Why is this the job of 42,000 teachers and not the job of all citizens who want equality to fight for this right? It is time (while the conversation is still on-going and up to and including election night) for us to guide the public where we can but mainly play our part by not propping the system up. Make poverty known. Make noise about shortfalls, ask questions (in the media or in board offices ) about who is going to fix it instead of paying ourselves, volunteer some but wait for the pubic to step up so they see what schools lack. I hate the deal too. But I trust Vince Ready and Iker and I don't think we could have done better right now. I think we dodged a bullet because I have read everything this government has put out and followed the trail. They plan to privatize and they are just looking for the route. Voting YES for now does not mean we are giving up. It does not mean a win in the way we wanted but we have won a battle that will lead to us winning the war. If we don't rest up and stock up we might not get there.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:57 PM Well, if it is bigger than just this battle, then we will need ALL the unions to strike if they do indeed use drastic (draconian) measures. I say it is time for ALL of the unions to call a general strike. I guarantee that they will not like that one bit. What will they do then? Call the army? :) People in Europe, at the end of the 19th century stood up in mines. General strikes do occur in Europe and have. If you think you had it tough, think of them who stood tall for US in tougher times and conditions. Make sacrifices. Sell furniture. Tutor on the side. Ask for the BCTF money. Ask your banker to help. As friends and relatives. If we say NO, it won't last long. If they legislate us back, let's call a general province-wide strike of all unions. Delete Reply Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:47 AM Between CC's smug smile as she celebrates slaughtered teachers and Jim Iker's goofy grin - seemingly unaware that he has been a willing puppet, I am thoroughly disgusted. Over the next 5 years, teachers will be in an increasingly bad situation financially, classrooms will continue to be too large and complex with increasing medical, social and environmental issues impacting academic delivery. It could not be less obvious that things will continue to worsen. The Liberals have ensured that BC is rapidly becoming the Canadian Monaco for rich off shore interests and wealthy corporations. Soon the underpaid "workers" will have to be bussed in daily to Vancouver - Asian style. The only recourse is to move to just about any other province and bring in up to $100,000 more over the six years with much less cost of living. So we are bailing, encouraged by friends who have gotten positions in Manitoba and Alberta. My colleagues and I discovered through contacting several school boards across Canada that specialist (special needs and behavioural) and secondary science teachers are in particular demand. I want to work in a professional, respectful environment where the needs of all children are considered a priority and where I feel inspired to do my best. However, I want my vote to reflect the wishes of teachers who will be here over the next 6 (5) years, so very much appreciate your blog and opportunity to read the comments.ReplyDelete Bert SlaterSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:11 AM To vote YES will throw away 12 years of effort, and 2 victories in BC Supreme Court. To vote YES will be to snatch defeat from the jaws of victory. If you vote YES what bargaining power do you think you will have - the government will do nothing, and then what do you think you will do - take job action? PLEASE VOTE NO.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:59 PM Time to show you have a spine!Delete Reply RodSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:06 AM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Cool HandSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 AM Wouldn't a 'No' vote be a vote of no confidence in the BCTF itself?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:02 AM Not at all. It is just a message to the leadership we need to do better. The strength of the union is the members, and we support the leadership by giving them direction through democratic means.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:40 PM I disagree. How else can a recommendation by the EC to vote yes be interpreted? Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:00 PM I am sure people will interpret this both ways, but it is a vote. If it is supposed to be a "Yes", because it might be interpreted one way, then why bother having a vote?Delete Kate TSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:07 AM Yes , it would be. I don't think we could come out much better than this with this government. How will a No obtain that? Christy will be happy, she can declare the BCTF gone and roll out her plan to privatize. Delete Reply David DeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:06 AM A no vote would be a rejection of a the court victories defied by the government and an inadequate deal containing some vague promises that won't meet the needs of teachers or students on class size and other important issues.In Ontario elementary teachers get 200 minutes of prep time per 5 day cycle. I know there is financial hardship, but the union has received close to $2 million in donations from other unions; is there no way of accessing hardship funds? At minimum, vote no and return to work on work to rule with various strike options.ReplyDelete Erica JonesSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:25 AM This article actually makes me so mad. It is NOT better for the kids that they have missed almost all of june and all of september. This is what you signed up for in BC as a teacher. Get on board or GET OUT.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:20 PM Is this really what teachers signed up for? At my high school, each class has about 30 kids, with an average of 17 kids per classroom with an identified learning disability. Our district says that there should be no more than 4 kids per classroom.. How do you expect non-specialist teachers to help each student when over half of them require more resources because of a learning disability? Furthermore, are you generalizing the "better-ness" to all the kids in BC? Because I don't think that it would be better if kids went back considering the learning environment isn't up to par. There are barely any Education Assistants, and support teachers for the multitude of children who need them. While I recognize and appreciate your enthusiasm for education, please realize that the public school system isn't a daycare. Also, please think about your words and the learning environment prior to speaking out. By the way, we're not an autocracy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:08 PM I can understand your frustration! Understand mine! I almost died at 7:30 pm one night returning from teaching a FI split class with several students who did not get enough support or no support at all. The principal expressed to me that he expected me to teach 2 different social studies programs and 2 different science programs. ANYONE I talked to knows that this is impossible to do, especially in French Immersion when kids get no support at home and books are often too hard for students to read. I had to quit my job. I did it for me and did it for the kids. I was like a surgeon who is asked to operate on 5 patients with an old scalpel with 2 inexperienced nurses. Predictably, 4 patients would die and I would be reprimanded! Teachers are put in terrible conditions and kids too. I hope you have the openmind to consider the reality of this honest personal anecdote. I also wish you to understand that this is likely not an isolated incident. What will it take? A kid to commit suicide because he or she is not getitng enough support?Delete Reply hilarySeptember 17, 2014 at 10:29 AM It is incorrect to equate lost funding with what the teachers would have received in grievances. The two are not equivalent. The starting position of the BCTF was $225M, so they never expected $3B to resolve grievances. I'm also interested to know where you get your figures on overcrowded classrooms. A recent Globe and Mail article says that classrooms are, on average, smaller than the caps set in 2002.ReplyDelete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:36 AM The signing bonus should be roughly $2500 each: 105 million divided by 41 thousand.ReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:53 AM It is not that simple. The $105 million is to be allocated by the union. The term "signing bonus" has been crossed off on the signed document. Some of that money may be used to pay union debts. Don't know this but clarification would be useful.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:16 PM Just quoting from the CBC news website, "And finally there are details of $105-million fund to settle grievances stemming from the ongoing court case. The BCTF says that money will be given out as a signing bonus, with specific amount yet to be determined."Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:34 AM I think it would be smart to put at least part of it into your strike fund.Delete Reply WheelsSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:55 AM If the money is used as a signing bonus, it should be based on FTEReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:12 PM Yes I am sure it will be based on FTE. The question is how much of the $105 Million is actually distributed. This is up to the union, and I am told that it is yet to be decided.Delete GuruSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:44 PM And don't forget all the retired teachers who are entitled to a share of it.Delete Reply Geoff OrmeSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:18 PM In another discussion of this someone suggested that under BC Labour Law a no vote means rejection of the proposed deal, and that means the strike continues until either: - the union in question elects to stand down - another tentative deal is presented or - the government imposes a legislated contract. I think the last of these is the most likely, and I believe the legislated contract would be draconian and brutal. What do you think, Tara? Also, I would appreciate your thoughts on Sandy Garossino's comments at https://storify.com/Garossino/should-teachers-accept-the-contractReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:14 PM If this is so, in a few month (likely a couple of years), teachers will win so much more with a Supreme Court judgment! It is possible that the Liberals know that the higher courts are stacked by Liberal judges (that is what happen when judges are chosen, not elected). In any case, a negative settlement (or not a great judgment) will galvinize the public to reform the way the Supreme court judges are being chosen. I doubt that any govn't will want that to happen. A legislated contract will make the LIbs look like sociopaths and dictators.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:47 PM Peter I think you are expecting far too much from the public, many of whom are only paying attention to this matter due to kids being home from school. The public are not remotely this savvy on the political process.Delete Reply IslanderSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:09 PM I am a continuing education teacher. We have it even worse and we are not listened to enough about our poor conditions. Those include no prep time (and we do have to mark and do report cards many times a year sometimes and commonly for 30 students in a class), travelling to different schools with no compensation, and having next to no breaks in between 3 hour classes. I worked for two years with no lunch break and taught 6 hours straight (just 15 min. breaks) to be told, "don't complain since there are others who will do it". We then got 15 min. breaks in between classes. Most of our students are wealthy immigrants, many who try to stay in classes as long as possible since the classes are free. After spending a year in Germany, I realize how better organized it is where the immigrants pay to learn the language on a sliding scale, and have to pay for a student book as well for each class. We do not even have text books, but photocopy so much at tax payers' expense. This is not right. I then teach summer school since we were not on a 12 month continual salary and most of those students are also immigrants (at least 75%). This is also free and it is becoming so common and the new immigrants know this is free babysitting and tutoring. I think one main problem is that we have so many new immigrants in our classes who need ESL like this article states about our inclusion style of education nowadays: http://www.vancouversun.com/life/Shelley+Fralic+trouble+with+schools/10203596/story.html I am honored to be teaching and like my job, but it does get exhausting especially since I need two or three jobs to pay the mortgage that I now no longer have.. back to renting since it all I can afford in this city that has become so expensive. And many don't realize that it is very very difficult to get to full time work as a teacher here. There was a formula that made it take about 10 years to get to f/t (now finally changed). I have been without pay for 3 months, and now had to finally rent a place in anticipation of returning to work, so I have to vote "yes", but please keep the comments coming for what alternatives we have. Maybe we have to just educate the public in a better way than picketing; maybe get out and walk around malls and talk to people and hand out pamphlets on how this liberal government is hurting this. Most Asians (probably just the new who are from such a different system) are already against the teachers since they do not seem to understand what is going on. http://www.vancouversun.com/Business/asia-pacific/Chuck+Chiang+Many+Asian+families+place+blame/10202757/story.htmlReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:17 PM First of all, myn thoughts are with you! I think your ideas about using different strategies is smart. Picketing is not a very good strategy to let people know about things. I think using the membership to flood media comment sections would be more effective. Going to talk to the public might be a good idea along with this, I think. Phone the BCTF and ask for support.Delete Reply Marsha HolleySeptember 17, 2014 at 1:36 PM A teachers wife Vote no you have come to far to back down. It is a -----Y DEAL. ReplyDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:45 PM Ask yourself WHY teachers cannot get 1/2 of the average increase in salary of the private sector? (The Libs will tell you because there are sooooooo many teachers, but I also hear that there are provinces where there is a need for teachers!) TORONTO - A new study says that Canadians, on average, can expect about the same size salary increase next year as in 2014. Human resources consultants Pal Benefits says a survey of 401 organizations, mainly in Ontario, Alberta and British Columbia, projected salary increase for 2015 at an average of 2.79 per cent. That was almost unchanged from the 2.74 per cent average increase projected in last year's survey. Meanwhile, in addition to the average salary increase remaining relatively steady year over year, the survey found that the percentage of employers who plan to freeze salaries appears to have stabilized at eight per cent —in the same percentages as was projected in 2014. Breaking down the numbers further, the survey found the average salary increase anticipated in the engineering, financial services and high technology sectors was three per cent. That compared with an average of 2.5 per cent on the low end for organizations in durable manufacturing. https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.htmlReplyDelete "Mama Rose"September 17, 2014 at 9:12 PM I used to agree with you, Tara, and appreciate you bringing these items to your blog to get us all thinking. But after a very long night and day of research and discussion, I realize I will be voting yes tomorrow. Here is why: I don't care about salary or benefit increases. That is not why I went on strike. I don't care if this tentative deal is not good for teachers. That's not why I went on strike either. For me, the single most important issue is class size and composition. I want to work in a classroom where I have enough time and resources available to me to adequately help all the students I teach. And while it is true that this tentative deal will not change anything in the classrooms right now (or at least most of our classrooms), I realized that we couldn't actually make changes in that area because the issues of cs and c is before the courts. When I made that connection and realized that this round of bargaining was really about a "good enough" agreement regarding wages, then the deal seems, well... good enough. BUT, the best part, is the language the BCTF legal team made around the furture court decision (the re-opener). They have it in writing that if we win the court case (which is likely) and when we have to start bargaining class size and comp again (that is exactly what Justice Susan Griffin said we would have to do) we will be STARTING from the 2002 levels. To make this simple to understand, I explained it to my friends using a number line. With this new language, the BCTF starts the next round of bargaining at say a 50. The government will want us to go to 10 or 15, and we'll compromise and end up maybe 25. But WITHOUT that language, we would have started bargaining at a 10 and only gone down from there. So I do believe it is the best deal possible, it still factors in the biggest issue (from my perspective), we do not lose the important gains of the past, and most importantly, everyone gets to go back to school.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 PM Mam Rose, I appreciate your point of view and your courage. However, let me point out to you and the readers that a decision at the BC supreme court might not turn out the way teachers anticipate. We all know that judges are appointed and who does the appointing? "All justices of the BCSC (including the position of Chief Justice and Associate Chief Justice) are appointed by the federal cabinet, on recommendation of the Minister of Justice. Masters are appointed by the provincial cabinet, on recommendation of the Attorney General in consultation with the Chief Justice." (Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Supreme_Court_of_British_Columbia) Now, I would like to think that all of those people are objective, but they are appointed and we know that there are political appointments. They have a lot of discretion over the laws and judgments. I am willing to bet that the BC Liberals do know this and are betitng the farm (or do they know something we don't know) that the Supreme Courts are stacked against teachers? So, I am not sure if we can count on a WIN if we proceed with the court ruling. I think we would be better to negotiate and negotiate a better deal.Delete Reply retaSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:57 AM Yes...no...yes...no...The last two days have been this. I’ve read so many articles and comments over the past few months and, I can say, I have learned a lot. I know this is not a great deal for teachers right now. I will be voting yes. This is why… 1. The children. Without going into the multiple issues (e.g., grad, post secondary, trades, sports, global education/trips, planned activities, those with varying degrees of special needs, those that need a soft place to land, etc., etc.) the children need to get on with their education. 2. The parents. For many parents, this strike is a financial burden. We do not like to be called baby sitters, but for many living below the poverty line, school is a financial relief. Winter is coming; gas bills will be expensive. 3. Poverty. Remember, BC has the highest child poverty rate in Canada. Schools feed and clothe numerous children. 4. The other systems educators work collaboratively with. MFCD, CYMH, foster parents, group homes, and the multitude of non-profit agencies that support vulnerable children and families are bursting at the seams. We are a part of that team. 5. CUPE. While some have been paid during this strike, that money is coming from districts. It was not provided by the government. And, CUPE is a partner in education - from the bus drivers to the tech dept to custodians to secretaries to EAs and so on. 6. Small Businesses. In our little towns, the school district is the number one employer. There is a direct cause-effect relationship between loss of wage and loss of business. 7. Money. The amount of money that is needed to reverse the erosion of the public education system over numerous years cannot be recouped in one sitting. This agreement is a start. It’s not much but the stage has been set. 8. THE COURT CASE. That is why we were on strike. All the other stuff could have been resolved months ago, but our government was working hard to make the court case go away. Well, it still exists. I consider that the victory. We live to fight another day (as rhetorical as that sounds) AND I hope people actually read the ruling and think critically about how a loss could impact the future of the Charter of Rights, and the power of government to contravene those rights. I am guessing we will vote to ratify as so many fear “what’s next?” from this government. It’s nasty business, and I think legislation would be next. VALUING PUBLIC EDUCATION needs to come from a STRONG, CONSISTENT public voice. If we do ratify the agreement, and those in the profession and public think we've given up, we have not. We’ve been fighting for years. We just haven’t been heard… until now. ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:21 AM I understand your point of view, but sometimes you have to fight to get what you want. This is a VERY bad deal, considering: Other people get on average 2.5% salary increases last year and this year and the next and the rest of us get 1% and must feel happy if we do.? (https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html) THIS DEAL is a horrendously BAD deal for kids/parents as well, of course. We are going to continue to be humiliated and be the laughing stock of many people of this province. After a decade of paycuts, WOW, this is what they are willing to offer! WOW! WOW! WOW!Delete Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:30 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Reply Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:37 PM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:08 PM Let's cross our fingers! I think we need a general strike by all unions if CC legislates teachers back. It is time to put the foot down and tell her and the Liberals that, as in the movie Network,"I am mad as hell and I won't take it anymore!"Delete Reply Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 8:26 PM Needs help on some stats for an online debate Looking for the last 10 or 15 years of contractual salary increases in %. So, 1% for 2001, 0% for 2002,...ReplyDelete Children FirstSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:00 PM Well it's all done now. Really hope the teacher's can find another angle to deal with class size and composition as well as student funding. The government will make sure the coming court case never swings your way no matter what. 2nd most expensive place to live in the the world!!! Wonder why and where the money goes??? ReplyDelete AnonSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 PM I'm an outsider, but have followed closely this whole fiasco and this is a RAW deal. Your union hung you out to dry on this one - taking a really bad deal (clearly no one from the BCTF had rudimentary math skills in their toolbox) and then publicly encouraging to the media that teachers accept the deal....what choice did you have - a no vote would have outraged the public. I could go on and on, but the bottom line, in my opinion, is that your union better get some stronger leaders who are PR and technology savvy. Out with Iker and the rest of those who bargained on your behalf - they just got ......well , we know that happened. Whew, can't even believe how screwed you got, absolutely amazing - nothing meaningful gained in the big picture and only very minor gains for a small group of people, bigger losses for the majority.. Wow - I better stop now. Best of luck. Thanks for all you do for our children. ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ▼  September (9) Reflections on the BC Teacher Strike BC Teacher strike - Lessons learned Response to Sandy Garossino Will the Education Fund improve classroom conditio... Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Class composition: a human rights perspective Class size and composition - a short visual histor... Guest post - I WILL HOLD THE LINE Teachers - let your leadership know it is time to ... ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=31022,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2013 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 26, Number 2, October 2013   African Grandmothers’ Tribunal By Teri Mooring  It isn’t often one gets the sense you have witnessed history in action, but that is precisely the feeling I experienced as I listened to the African grandmothers and expert witnesses convey their personal stories at the Stephen Lewis Foundation event at the Chan Centre. Over one thousand attendees, many of them a part of the Grandmother-to-Grandmother Campaign, witnessed these powerful women tell their sobering, illuminating and inspiring stories of courage in the face of the sub-Saharan AIDS pandemic. Stephen Lewis introduced the event and highlighted the factors that contribute to the HIV crisis in Africa, primarily gender inequality and discrimination. The societal influences that support gender inequality need to be broken down or the pandemic will never be successfully addressed. These grandmothers articulated a triple threat of discrimination, based on sex, age, and HIV status. The grandmothers sharing their narratives were from Swaziland, Uganda, Zimbabwe, and South Africa. Without exception their stories were the embodiment of courage.   In addition to living with HIV themselves, most of these women had lost their children, partners and numerous other family members to AIDS. All the grandmothers were caring for their own grandchildren as well as children from the community. Along with the social stigma and resulting isolation of an HIV diagnosis, access to medical treatment is an enormous challenge in sub-Saharan Africa. It is often necessary for the sick to walk to hospitals that are located great distances away, only to stand in long lines for treatment. Many then find they are not able to afford the medications to treat their conditions. Zodwa, a nurse from South Africa described hospital policies whereby family members could not be told that their loved-ones had contracted HIV, something she personally experienced when her children became ill. Nurses could lose their credentials and be fired if they informed family members. Despite these harsh realities the conference was not a sad or solemn event; in fact it was filled with hope, optimism and joy. The grandmothers were welcomed with much enthusiasm and appreciation and were obviously honoured to tell their stories in this forum. They shared how the Stephen Lewis Foundation and other organizations enabled them to improve the lives of the children in their care. They demonstrated that women are at the heart of the response to AIDS and have become the experts as to what is needed to move forward and reclaim communities. One of their top priorities, as recounted by every one of the grandmothers, was their desire for all children to attend school.   Education is viewed as the way out of the current situation. Unfortunately access is limited, the cost of uniforms, supplies, and fees prevent many children from attending school. This reality also limits access to life skills classes including sexual and reproductive health that are so essential to girls and young women, in particular. The tribunal judges were an impressive group of powerful women as well, Theo Sowa, CEO of the African Women’s Development Fund and Joy Phumaphi, executive secretary of the African Leaders Malaria Alliance, were joined by Mary Ellen Turpel-Lafond and Gloria Steinem to provide responses and make recommendations for necessary actions at the local, national, and international levels. The rights to bodily integrity, freedom from violence, safe housing, adequate food supplies, quality health care, education, and income security are the basic human rights addressed by the judges. One of the key recommendations was for grandmothers to be paid a pension to enable them to provide for themselves and their families. The failure to enumerate women’s work is just one of the forms of discrimination faced. Another recommendation was to abolish the cost of attending primary and secondary schools. Gloria Steinem ended the day by noting this conference was the most real, loving, important, impactful, well-organized event she had ever attended. What would the world look like if African grandmothers had not stepped up? There has been a loss of an entire generation to the pandemic and without the grandmothers, the next generation surely would have been lost as well. These women sustain entire communities, grandmothers looking after orphans, as well as farming, and generally being the backbone of society and they deserve much, much better. _______________ Teri Mooring is BCTF second vice-president.  Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12758,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 1999 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 12, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 1999 What about the Boys? Debate: gendered anxieties and public schools by Arlene Tigar McLaren and Leslie Roman The Fraser Institute study, Boys, Girls and Grades, noted by Paul Sullivan (The West, June 5, 1999) made front-page news in Vancouver. Headlines blare that “schools favour girls” and that “boys’ problems are getting short shrift,” turning equity issues into a pro-girl versus pro-boy joust. The report, an anxious panic over gender-equity efforts in schools, ignores the complex factors leading to differing kinds of underachievement of both genders and the real economic and political disparities outside of schools that affect achievement and life chances. It is no news to educators (whether gender-equity proponents or not) that some boys underachieve or fail in certain subjects. The complex reasons for this and other gendered academic outcomes, well-researched for over two decades, are remarkably absent in the Fraser Institute (FI) study. The authors have not done their homework. How do they arrive at their extraordinary conclusion that schools favour girls and give boys short shrift? All the authors show is that boys get higher marks (by no more than three percentage points in a couple of subjects) in provincial examination results, and that girls get higher marks (little more than three percentage points) in several subjects in school-based assessments. In concluding that schools favour girls, the authors show obvious lapses in logic. Are one-shot provincial-exam marks really more fair than the assessments teachers accrue over time based on their knowledge of students’ capacities over a wide range of activities? Are the latter really not to be trusted? Do girls really receive unfair assistance through “girl-friendly strategies”? Do boys lack equivalent “boy-friendly strategies”? The report turns boys into victims and girls into victors. Despite laudable, gender-equitable efforts, plenty of biases remain that don’t favour girls. Textbooks today are not full of women and silent about men; girls are still concentrated in “soft” subjects, (e.g., English) that lack status equal to “hard” subjects (e.g., math and science), and resources, such as support for sports, are not equally distributed. By exaggerating very small discrepancies in academic assessments, the report fuels an unjustifiable apprehension about school-based gender-equity programs. Are the authors promiscuously searching for scapegoats? In reality, there is more overlap between the achievement of boys and girls than difference. Where gendered achievement differences exist, they are minor, in different subjects and at different levels. While many boys do not perform well at schools, many others do. The FI report would have us believe that all girls are doing better than all boys in school achievement measures. It also taps into a larger, unfounded anxiety about previously disenfranchised groups becoming “overly entitled.” But given the larger agenda of this right-wing “think tank,” such anxiety is no surprise. Which boys does the FI report care about—the truly disadvantaged? First Nations, ESL, or poor boys (and girls)? Why don’t the authors tell us that parental educational and occupational attainment is the strongest predictor of how children (“Kevin and Sarah”) will fare educationally and in the labour market? The authors turn a blind eye to everyday realities. Their facile blaming of public schools and gender-equity efforts for boys’ “underachievement” distracts us from important economic and political disparities largely generated outside schools. Both young women and young men have difficulty finding jobs. The jobs they do get are likely to be insecure; such is the case for young women especially. The authors fail to understand that despite gender-equity efforts in school, women in the labour market remain concentrated in casual, marginalized, low-paying, and often dead-end service-sector work. “Women’s work” is not comparable to the earnings, security, potential for upward mobility, and power of “men’s work.” Schools alone cannot create a skilled workforce to solve mass, casualized labour and unemployment. Having the skills does not mean there will be jobs after finishing one’s schooling. Rather than focus on the important social inequalities, the report targets feminism and inclusive public education and promotes education for the already privileged. Let’s not push schools into pitting boys against girls, into simplistic visions that ignore the truly disadvantaged. Let’s steer clear of the insidious rhetoric of “performance indicators” and the narrow excellence movements of which the “what about the boys?” panic is a part. Conservative movements have monopolized public educational policy debates in the Australia, New Zealand, United States, and Great Britain to the detriment of their already beleaguered and embattled public school systems. We are at a crossroads. Are we to repeat these countries’ mistakes? Let’s focus on the crucial goal of public schooling: to foster critical inquiry and inclusive citizenry. Such goals mean putting the public back into public education, a future far from that imagained by the Fraser Institute. Arlene Tigar MacLaren is associate professor, Department of Sociology and Anthropology, SFU, and Leslie Roman is associate professor, Department of Educational Studies, UBC. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=10126&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 5, April 2003 Adult education programs provide an education safety net for all students by Lynda Toews At least three years after it was proposed, the Adult Education Task Force has completed its work. Most of the committee’s recommendations were adopted at the Executive Committee level, but at least three recommendations were discussed at the BCTF Annual General Meeting this year, and they brought surprises for some people. Through adult learning centres, night-school classes, and distance-education programs, hundreds of B.C. teachers are involved in adult education. The programs are funded separately from K–12 programs for under-19 students. They do not steal resources from children; rather, it is more often the case that funds are taken from adult programs to support programs for children. The students pursue adult literacy, adult basic education, adult ESL, adult special education, GED, and adult secondary school completion. Adult education teachers modify and supplement their courses to meet the needs of their students, as do other teachers. Many times, learners achieve their goals before they finish a course: they find a job; they learn to read an equipment manual or to read a story to their young child. One of the recommendations to the AGM suggested that such success be recognized for what it is—that it not be considered a failure, simply because the student did not complete the course. The student does not receive credit for the course, unless he or she completes it. But if the teacher and the program are evaluated strictly on the basis of course completions, such successes are ignored. The system of audit now in place for adult ed programs does not recognize those successes, and funding is removed from programs that do not show an improved completion rate. The task force and the AGM agreed that all student success should be recognized, celebrated, and fostered. Article 26 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights states that everyone has the right to an education. Is that a right with a "best before" date? Adult education programs guarantee that everyone get a second chance. Lynda Toews is 2nd vice-president, Surrey Teachers’ Association. lmtoews@shaw.ca)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7234,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 3, November/December 2005 Liberals the lawbreakers in this dispute by Joel Bakan Who are the real lawbreakers in the dispute between the teachers and the liberal government? The government has been quick to condemn the teachers as lawbreakers. Invoking the rule of law, it has refused to negotiate with them and asked the courts to punish them. The hypocrisy is astounding, as the laws that made this strike illegal are themselves likely illegal, and the government that created them a recidivist lawbreaker. In 1972, Canada, with the approval of all provincial governments, ratified a United Nation’s treaty designed to protect the rights of unions and their members. No provincial government has shown more contempt for this treaty than the Liberal government in British Columbia. Tribunals of the International Labour Organization have consistently found the government to be in violation of treaty standards—nine times over the past few years, making it the worst repeat offender in North America—and they have become increasingly blunt in asking the government to mend its ways. In a recent ruling, the ILO found it necessary to remind our government that, "all governments are obliged to respect fully the commitments undertaken by ratification of ILO conventions." Previous governments in BC have respected international law—indeed, it was an ILO ruling that helped prompt the government in 1987 to extend collective bargaining rights to teachers in the first place. Premier Gordon Campbell, however, has said, "I feel no pressure at all" to make changes to labour laws to comply with ILO rulings. As a result, key legal elements of the government’s case that the teachers’ strike is illegal are themselves legally questionable. The legislation deeming teachers to be an "essential service," and denying them the right to strike on that basis, to take one example, was ruled by the ILO in 2003 to be a "violation of freedom of association principles and should be repealed." A limitation on teachers’ right to strike can only be justified, according to the ILO, if the consequences of a strike "become so serious as to endanger the life, personal safety or health of the whole or part of the population." And what about the recently passed Bill 12, which unilaterally imposes a settlement by extending the teachers’ collective agreement, and correspondingly suspends their rights to bargain collectively and strike? In 2003, the ILO found a similar piece of BC legislation to offend freedom of association. It "firmly request[ed]," as stated in its ruling, that "the government ...avoid in future having recourse to such legislated settlement." The simple truth is this—if the Liberal government had complied with international law, the teachers’ strike would be legal. Joel Bakan is a law professor at the University of British Columbia and author of The Corporation: The Pathological Pursuit of Profit and Power. Source: The Vancouver Sun, October 13, 2005. Reprinted with permission of the author. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/FassbenderMLA/status/335155232751378432,Peter Fassbender on Twitter: "Congrats!! “@FrostingCupcake: here's a sneak peak at our new store @DowntownLangley ! (Corner of Fraser Hwy &... http://t.co/ipjVlT94kY”" Twitter Search query Search Twitter Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Language: English Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Have an account? Sign in New to Twitter? Join Today » Sign In Phone, email or username Password Sign in Remember me Forgot password? Already using Twitter via text message? Follow Following Unfollow Blocked Unblock Pending Cancel Peter FassbenderVerified account ‏ @FassbenderMLA 16 May 2013 Congrats!! “ @FrostingCupcake: here's a sneak peak at our new store @DowntownLangley ! (Corner of Fraser Hwy &... http://fb.me/2n3JXD846 ” Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet 3:10 PM - 16 May 2013 Frosting Cupcakery ‏ @FrostingCupcake 16 May 2013 @Fassbender4MLA @DowntownLangley (Thanks as always for your support :-) Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Don’t miss any updates from Peter Fassbender © 2014 Twitter About Help Ads info Close Flag this media This has already been marked as containing sensitive content. Flag this as containing potentially illegal content. Submit Cancel Learn more about flagging media Dismiss Close Previous Next Close Go to a person's profile Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Close Retweet this to your followers? Cancel Retweet Close Are you sure you want to delete this Tweet? Cancel Delete Close Block Cancel Block Add a location to your Tweets When you tweet with a location, Twitter stores that location. You can switch location on/off before each Tweet and always have the option to delete your location history. Learn more Turn location on Not now Turn off location Close Profile summary Close Your lists Close Create a new list List name Description Under 100 characters, optional Privacy Public · Anyone can follow this list Private · Only you can access this list Save list Close Close Embed this Tweet Add this Tweet to your website by copying the code below. Learn more Hmm, there was a problem reaching the server. Try again? Include parent Tweet Include media Preview Close Sign up for Twitter Not on Twitter? Sign up, tune into the things you care about, and get updates as they happen. Have an account? Sign in » Close Two-way (sending and receiving) short codes: Country Code For customers of United States 40404 (any) Canada 21212 (any) United Kingdom 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM Haiti 40404 Digicel, Voila Ireland 51210 Vodafone, O2 India 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Indonesia 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » See SMS short codes for other countries Close Confirmation)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/WorkArea/linkit.aspx?LinkIdentifier=id&ItemID=20912,Object moved Object moved to here.)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media last tweet "" @ - 12:00am Follow @ last post "" facebook/ - Jan 1st Like Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141007,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/bctf/status/473965356852060160?screen_name=bctf&id=473965356852060160,BCTF on Twitter: "What do an academic, student, and parent have in common? All refute @fassbendermla's stance on class size. http://t.co/V6cT7SNvlr #bcpoli" Twitter Search query Search Twitter Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Language: English Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Have an account? Sign in New to Twitter? Join Today » Sign In Phone, email or username Password Sign in Remember me Forgot password? Already using Twitter via text message? Follow Following Unfollow Blocked Unblock Pending Cancel BCTF ‏ @bctf Jun 3 What do an academic, student, and parent have in common? All refute @fassbendermla's stance on class size. http://globalnews.ca/video/1371654/bc-teachers-strike-debate … #bcpoli Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Retweets 55 Favorites 19 4:12 PM - 3 Jun 2014 Todd Foxcroft ‏ @cageytodd Jun 3 @bctf @FassbenderMLA Don't forget, Private schools agree that class size is important too! They are on teacher's side of this argument! Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Sue ‏ @lululevi Jun 3 @bctf @MervAdey @FassbenderMLA Fastbender passing the buck to his negotiating team as if it has nothing to do with him! Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Patty Dyer ‏ @PattyD2010 Jun 3 @bctf @FassbenderMLA Diabetes does not qualify for a designation. LIF is temporary, inadequate & not contractual. #bcpoli Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Patty Dyer ‏ @PattyD2010 Jun 3 @bctf @FassbenderMLA Every year we have to edit our 1701 list to make sure kids qualify for designation. Know your facts. #bcpoli Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet IDEA Factory ‏ @Phraxis_IDEA Jun 4 @bctf @FassbenderMLA though other interested party #taxpayers are pleased to see him hold the line on costs #bcpoli Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet QueerInBC ‏ @QueerInBC Jun 7 @bctf @ShannonRerie If @FassbenderMLA shows bad judgment on obvious, what about not-so-obvious? #bced #bcpoli #humanrights Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Jim Watson ‏ @CaptainSuburb Jun 7 @bctf Ironic that his 19 yr-old envoy to Finland showed Fin (sic) success due to opposite of BC policy. Whoops. #MouthsOfBabes #bced #bcpoli Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Don’t miss any updates from BCTF © 2014 Twitter About Help Ads info Close Flag this media This has already been marked as containing sensitive content. Flag this as containing potentially illegal content. Submit Cancel Learn more about flagging media Dismiss Close Previous Next Close Go to a person's profile Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Close Retweet this to your followers? Cancel Retweet Close Are you sure you want to delete this Tweet? Cancel Delete Close Block Cancel Block Add a location to your Tweets When you tweet with a location, Twitter stores that location. You can switch location on/off before each Tweet and always have the option to delete your location history. Learn more Turn location on Not now Turn off location Close Profile summary Close Your lists Close Create a new list List name Description Under 100 characters, optional Privacy Public · Anyone can follow this list Private · Only you can access this list Save list Close Close Embed this Tweet Add this Tweet to your website by copying the code below. Learn more Hmm, there was a problem reaching the server. Try again? Include parent Tweet Include media Preview Close Sign up for Twitter Not on Twitter? Sign up, tune into the things you care about, and get updates as they happen. Have an account? Sign in » Close Two-way (sending and receiving) short codes: Country Code For customers of United States 40404 (any) Canada 21212 (any) United Kingdom 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM Haiti 40404 Digicel, Voila Ireland 51210 Vodafone, O2 India 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Indonesia 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » See SMS short codes for other countries Close Confirmation)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/WorkArea/mediainsert.aspx?scope=all&action=ViewLibraryByCategory&folder=6570&type=files&dentrylink=0&EditorName=&enhancedmetaselect=&selectids=&selecttitles=&separator=&metadataformtagid=True&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&LangType=,Object moved Object moved to here.  	mediainsert  Insert QuickLink Page of [First Page] [Previous Page] [Next Page] [Last Page])
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=31762,BCTF News Releases  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources   For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development News Release Archives 2014  2013  2012    2011 2010  2009  2008 2007  2006  Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2014 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  January 27, 2014 Teachers win restoration of class-size and composition provisions, $2 million in damages  VANCOUVER – Teachers across BC are celebrating today’s ruling by the BC Supreme Court, reaffirming that provincial legislation limiting teachers’ bargaining rights is unconstitutional, restoring collective agreement provisions stripped in 2002, and ordering the province to pay $2 million in damages plus court costs. “I’m very happy today,” said BCTF President Jim Iker. “This is the end of a long and costly legal battle for the teachers of BC. It’s a great day for democracy, and for all working people across BC and Canada.” Iker noted that the legislation was already declared unconstitutional in 2011, and the judge gave government one year to rectify the situation. However, government simply reintroduced the same unconstitutional provisions. By removing class-size limits and class-composition guarantees, the government did significant damage to learning conditions in schools across the province. “Children who were in Kindergarten when those bills were passed are now in Grade 12, and have spent their entire school careers in larger classes with fewer resources,” he said.  “For the past 12 years, thousands of children couldn’t get the services they needed because government broke the law.” The legislation removed provisions that guaranteed smaller classes, support for students with special needs, and services from teacher-librarians, counsellors, and other specialists. Government then cut hundreds of millions of dollars a year from public education budgets, forcing school boards to cut programs and close more than 200 public schools. More than 3,500 teaching positions, including 1,500 specialist teachers, were also cut. “If government had respected the Charter, teachers would not have had to spend the past dozen years fighting for our rights,” Iker said. “Now we expect that government will do everything necessary to demonstrate respect for the court’s ruling and make the situation right. Restore our smaller classes, rehire our specialist colleagues, and help us rebuild the excellent public education system that British Columbians expect for their children.” The full judgment can be found at:   http://www.courts.gov.bc.ca/jdb-txt/SC/14/01/2014BCSC0121cor1.htm.  -  30  - For more information, contact Rich Overgaard, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell). Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "#FunFriday Fact: #BC has the highest small business employment in Canada. October is Small Business Month! Check out: http://t.co/20bcLmlvFP" @bcliberals - 03:55pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/BargainingAndContracts.aspx?id=4930&printPage=true,BCTF > Bargaining rights: Standing on the shoulders  	Bargaining and contracts  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Bargaining and Contracts > Bargaining Rights Bargaining Rights Standing on the shoulders of teachers who have gone before: Providing a legacy for those who follow us by Al Cornes In the beginning, there were few rights and many responsibilities. The 1872 Public School Act of British Columbia organized teachers into teacher institutes dominated by government officials. In a far-flung province of Canada, collective rights were not recognized, and while labour organization was present in the mining towns, unions were seen as a conspiracy against trade. B.C. teachers had common-law contracts, worked under what we would see as intolerable conditions, and came and went at the behest of local school authorities. What separates our condition from that of our predecessors is the evolution of democracy and the collective efforts of those teachers who organized themselves into the B.C. Teachers’ Federation to achieve full collective-bargaining rights. Turn back the clock, and imagine yourself at the founding convention of the British Columbia Teachers’ Federation, in 1917. Teacher salaries at the time were determined by school board policy. In many districts, the teacher who wanted a salary increase had to appear before what was called an "annual school meeting"–an assembly of district ratepayers. There was no equality of pay between men and women or between secondary teachers and elementary teachers. The logic of forming a provincial organization with objectives of dealing with the economic, professional, and social concerns of teachers seemed pretty compelling for those in attendance. Imagine yourself as a member of the Victoria teachers who in 1919 undertook the first teacher strike in the British Empire. The strike, about salaries, lasted two days. The result was a negotiated settlement. Imagine yourself as a member of the Langley teachers in the 1939 protest against the school board’s proposed salary list for the coming year. The teachers invoked the new 1937 provincial law providing for compulsory arbitration. The arbitration favoured the teachers. The school board responded by firing 14 of the teachers concerned. An independent provincial Board of Reference reinstated them, but, in response, the school board arbitrarily demoted and transferred the teacher activists. Ultimately, the government fired the school board and imposed an official trustee, but only after the teachers had defied the school board by appearing at their original teaching assignments. Imagine yourself as a Vancouver teacher taking mass action in December 1968 in support of a first learning and working conditions contract. The contract was achieved and led the way for other similar agreements. Imagine yourself as a Surrey teacher in 1974 walking off the job and travelling to Victoria in support of reduced class sizes. The action pushed the government of the day to negotiate with the BCTF a commitment to reduce the pupil/teacher ratio in the province by one in each of the next three years. That had a dramatic affect on class sizes: PTR went from 22.68 in 1972-73 to 16.7 in 1981-82, and thousands of new teachers were added to the school system. Similarly, a six-day walkout of Terrace teachers in 1981, led to the achievement of a personnel-practices agreement that broadened the scope of negotiations for all teachers. Full collective-bargaining rights for teachers were ultimately achieved in 1987 teacher-bargaining legislation. During the negotiations that followed, teachers negotiated a full set of terms including: class size, duty-free lunch, fair personnel practice, professional development rights, and a healthy salary increase. In the many negotiations that followed, hundreds of negotiations were concluded without reference to strikes or lockouts. Where necessary, teachers did undertake job action in the face of school boards’ acting unfairly in the negotiating process. Our history presents a clear lesson on the importance of collective bargaining rights. In the broad context, collective-bargaining rights cannot be seen as separate from other democratic and human rights of a civil society. Rights and laws equalize the playing field between those who have wealth and power and those who don’t. Collective rights equalize the workplace power imbalance between those who own and control the system and those who provide their services, be they professional or unskilled. The BCTF’s bargaining history points to the fact that behind every significant achievement of rights has been the threat and the ability to withdraw our services. When the collective is strong and our rights unfettered, the prospect of making gains for the system are good. When the collective is weak and our rights have been tampered with, the prospect of making gains for the system are poor. It’s as simple as that. The B.C. Liberal Party’s proposal to make education an essential service will harm the current even playing field for employees and employer by stripping many of our members of their right to strike. With many teachers being ordered to continue working, what incentive is there for our employers to settle a labour dispute? The last thing education needs right now is a change in the bargaining system that makes it totally unworkable. There has not been a single teacher-initiated strike since 1993. Prior to the introduction of provincial bargaining, in the first four-and-a-half years of teachers’ collective bargaining, a B.C. student lost less than eight-tenths of a day of classes per year. That’s less than the time lost to sniffles, snowfalls, and family vacations. There has been no measurable long-term negative effect on students’ progress because of any teacher strike. But rather than imagine yourself as a BCTF leader trying to achieve a new collective agreement with the removal of significant bargaining clout, find a few moments to: become fully informed about our current negotiations–BCTF web site is www.bctf.ca. speak to your staff rep or president about getting the teacher message out to the community. talk to your friends and neighbours about the improvements in your community school that have been negotiated by teachers. The alternative is to leave a legacy of inaction, poor contracts, and deteriorating teaching conditions for both ourselves and new teachers, an alternative that none of us wants to see. Al Cornesis the BCTF’s assistant executive director.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=22392&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 23, Number 5, March 2011   Set the table for bargaining By Susan Lambert  Article A.1 Term, Continuation and Renegotiation  The parties agree that not less than four (4) months preceding the expiry of this Collective Agreement, they will commence collective bargaining in good faith with the object of renewal or revision of this Collective Agreement and the concluding of a Collective Agreement for the subsequent period. – Collective Agreement   Notice before expiry of agreement  46 (1) Either party to a collective agreement…may at any time within 4 months immediately preceding the expiry of the agreement, by written notice require the other party to commence collective bargaining. Collective bargaining  47 If notice to commence collective bargaining has been given (a) the trade union and the employer, or (b) the parties to the collective agreement must, within 10 days after the date of the notice, commence to bargain collectively in good faith, and make every reasonable effort to conclude a collective agreement or a renewal or revision of it. – Labour Relations Code of BC  It’s March, four months before the expiry of our collective agreements. We’ve given notice and the employer must come to the table and bargain with us in good faith, to make every reasonable effort to conclude a collective agreement. We are bargaining. Teachers are governed by labour relations legislation. That legislation is the legacy of a social contract forged years ago, one in which workers gave up the right to job action within the term of a collective agreement in return for the right to periodically examine and renegotiate the terms and conditions of their employment—full bargaining rights. It is very important to understand this trade off and the terms of this social contract. Workers agreed to “work now and grieve later” and traded the right to take wildcat strike action within the term of a collective agreement, for the legislative guarantee of the right to freely renegotiate the full terms and conditions of work at the expiry of each contract. In this province, that social contract was broken by Bills 27, 28, and 29 in 2002, (and then again we believe by Bill 12, in 2005). The Liberal government, with this legislation, unilaterally stripped, from teacher collective agreements, class-size and composition provisions that teachers had negotiated (and sacrificed wage and benefit improvements for) over the course of the previous 20 years. This same Liberal government, with the stroke of the legislative pen, annihilated 10 local collective agreements and declared teaching an “essential service.” HEU appealed Bill 29 to the Supreme Court, and won. The legislation was a flagrant violation of the social contract, the charter, and a contravention of Canada’s commitment to international conventions. We contend the action to curtail our bargaining rights was also illegal and we have challenged Bill 27 and 28 in the courts. The tattered remnants of the social contract, which still form the legislative framework for bargaining in this province, require employers and unions to bargain in good faith to renegotiate a collective agreement before the old one expires. If that attempt fails, the legislation provides for impasse resolution mechanisms (strike/lockout) and details the process of setting these in place. The collective agreement must have expired, (ours expires on June 30, 2011) both parties must have fully canvassed all key issues to be re-negotiated, an LRB supervised strike vote must have been carried out and supported by a majority ballot, and the employer/ employees must receive 72 hours notice before a strike or lockout can commence. Our bargaining has started in a climate where successive waves of provincial education and funding policies have made teaching much harder and where the employer (the provincial government) has established a mandate that places a straitjacket on its bargaining agent, BCPSEA. Our expectations are high. We have waited patiently for this opportunity to negotiate improvements. We have watched as other provinces commit to recognizing the importance of the profession with compensation packages that far exceed ours, with preparation time provisions that far exceed ours, and with acknowledgements of professional autonomy and rights recognition that far exceed ours. If I taught in Edmonton, I would make $12,000 a year more than I do here in BC, I’d receive $6,000 more in Toronto and get 130 more minutes of preparation time. Can you imagine the improvements you could make to your teaching if you had such time to prepare, reflect, evaluate, and report on student learning? The parties to this bargain are far apart. In the months before our collective agreement expires we will spend as long as it takes engaging the employer and explaining that our working conditions are learning conditions for students and that we must attract and retain the brightest and best into teaching. And in the end if our best efforts at the table are not successful we may have to use the impasse resolution mechanisms in the legislation. We hope this will not be necessary but we are determined to negotiate a substantially improved contract for teachers. It’s time we created a year of teaching imbued with purpose and joy. A year of teaching with the time we need to teach. We need to create teaching conditions that honour professional autonomy and create learning conditions that maximize the opportunities of every child to succeed. We need to do that next year. We need to make sure this round of bargaining addresses our working conditions and the need for the profession to attract the brightest and best into teaching. We have set high goals for ourselves. To achieve them we will have to work together, your involvement is crucial. We have adopted a bargaining plan designed to bring bargaining back to local tables. It is our belief that the best solutions can be found when local issues are addressed by those who know them best. We will all have to attend to the process of bargaining and think together to determine our best course of action at every step along the way. We have set ourselves a complex task. I predict there will be no quick fixes in this round of bargaining. Our attention will have to be sustained and focussed. We cannot afford to pass on this opportunity. Teacher collective agreements in this province have always been positive factors in creating the quality of the public education system. This round can be no different. We know we can rely on each other to keep informed, to engage in decision-making, to forge unity, and commitment to collective actions if necessary. We’ve done so over and over again. Together we are stronger and better and together we will reach agreements across the province that respect teachers and teaching and strengthen public education. Susan Lambert is BCTF president. )
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=14904,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2008 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 20, Number 4, January/February 2008 Educating for a better world By Denise Wrathall Held annually, International Development Week (February 3–9, 2008) raises awareness of Canada’s role in the international development community. This year the BC Council for International Cooperation (BCCIC) would like to highlight the vital connections between education and international development—part of the push for a better world. BCCIC is a coalition of non-governmental organizations (NGO) operating locally and globally, to achieve sustainable human development. The council is committed to international co-operation in two ways: by supporting the work of our membership and by promoting and mobilizing British Columbians as active global citizens. As with our sister councils across Canada, our work is undertaken with the financial support of the Government of Canada provided through the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA). For many Canadians, their first thoughts of education and international development are of projects overseas. Globally, only 5% of the average national budget is spent on education, compared to 13% for health and 11% for military; 115 million children of primary-school age worldwide do not attend school. This makes collaboration between schools and not-for-profits essential. HOPE International Development Agency, one of BCCIC’s larger member organizations, provides assistance—from school fees, to meals, to teacher training—to ensure that Indigenous children in rural Philippines can attend school and as adults, have the opportunity to choose an occupation that will provide self-reliance and freedom from extreme poverty. The Maria-Helena Foundation, a small family foundation, supports education for children of poor families in Pakistan through both informal schools in homes and community centres, and by building schools, which are run by local partners. The foundation is an excellent example of a Canadian immigrant giving back. "As a student, I benefited from outside support for my education, and I am happy to be able to give back", says Dr. Muhammad Iqbal, Maria-Helena’s founder. ACCES—the African Canadian Continuing Education System—supports primary education for impoverished youth in Kenya, who are unable to enter the public school system because they are heads of households, AIDS orphans, or living in extreme poverty. High-achieving children have the opportunity to continue their education. Over the last few years, ACCES, which was founded in the Lower Mainland, has shifted from an organization run entirely by volunteers, to one with 1.5 staff. These three BCCIC members work closely with the local school system, using government curriculum in private schools, or supporting children to attend government schools. Canadians enjoy excellent quality and access to education, but a 2006 youth opinion poll indicated that while most Canadian youth feel that they can make a difference in the world, 40 to 50% are not familiar with developing world debt, are unable to name a country where human rights abuses take place, or cannot name an NGO that is active in addressing global issues. To address this gap, NGOs and the schools collaborate on global education, to ensure that Canadians can take on their responsibilities as global citizens. The Social Justice Group at Okanagan Mission Secondary School (OKM) in Kelowna is one example of such collaboration. This group meets after school and during lunch hour, exploring global and humanitarian issues led by teacher sponsor Katie Wilson. The group first focussed their efforts toward the children of Northern Uganda, organizing Kelowna’s first GULU Walk (named after a town in Northern Uganda) to raise awareness (and over $3,800) of children in Uganda at risk of becoming child soldiers. The group has raised over $25,000 in the last 14 months for the GULU Walk, Spread the Net, and the Stephen Lewis Foundation. Their next effort will be a musical school sleepover, called "Keep the Beat" in support of War Child Canada, including music from the school’s Fine Arts Department and local bands. The group will also be competing in the district-wide Millennium Development Scholarship Challenge in March, where they will present a development proposal addressing one of the eight Millennium Development Goals, for a chance to win $1,000 to begin their project. Thanks to groups like the one at OKM and their adult allies, enthusiasm for global education in Kelowna has grown into this new district-wide initiative. VIDEA (Victoria International Development Education Association) has been working with groups like the one at OKM and teachers like Wilson for 30 years, creating teacher-friendly resources and animating them with interactive workshops in the Victoria area. VIDEA’s newest project, called Education for all? Global Citizenship and Tools for Schools, will provide an interactive learning resource to explore the importance of education in international development. The resource will draw on the experience of their Africa Program and ongoing partnerships in Western Zambia. This International Development Week, let’s remember all the folks—teachers, students, NGO partners, and funders—both in Canada and abroad, who make this work possible. Basic education is a cornerstone of sustainable development. For sustainable development to be a reality, we need both universal primary education, and Canadians who understand global issues. Denise Wrathall, BC Council for International Cooperation. Look for activities across BC during International Development Week, February 3–9, 2008. Web links for all BCCIC member organizations are atwww.bccic.ca. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11950&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2000 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 13, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 2000 A salary indemnity plan primer by Patti McLaughlin Ask in any staffroom in the province, and chances are, not very many teachers know about the workings of the BCTF Salary Indemnity Plan. To assist, the Income Security Committee has asked that a series of columns in the Teacher newsmagazine over the coming year demystify salary indemnity. The regulations governing the Salary Indemnity Plan (SIP) are on page 80 of the 2000–2001 Members’ Guide to the BCTF. The regulations may be amended or changed by the AGM. Who is eligible for benefits? Every teacher who has a regular full-time or regular part-time assignment is eligible for benefits. That includes teachers on temporary appointments. TOCs are not eligible. A teacher is eligible for short-term benefits on the first day of work. Example: a new teacher, or an experienced teacher, new to a school district could become ill on the very first day of school, and both would be eligible for short-term benefits. However, a teacher in either of the above examples, would not collect SIP benefits until his/her sick days in the local had been used up—to a maximum of 120 days per year in most locals (check your local contract). That means a new teacher, or one with little accumulated sick leave, would exhaust his/her sick leave, and, with medical substantiation of the illness, become eligible for benefits on the day following the last day of sick leave. A teacher with lots of sick leave would, in most locals, be able to use a maximum of 120 of his/her accumulated sick days per school year, and with medical substantiation, then be eligible for SIP benefits on day 121. The benefits for short-term SIP are simple to calculate. The benefit is based on a teacher’s rate of pay on the last day of work before the onset of illness. It is simply 50% of the gross salary—tax free. But, the benefits will never be less than what a teacher would be entitled to receive on Employment Insurance. A teacher on short-term SIP is entitled to 120 days of benefit, or 20 months of benefit if a teacher is working part-time and collecting part-time SIP. In addition, a teacher on benefits continues to accrue pension credit. Teachers on short-term SIP have no deductions from their benefit cheques, but SIP does not provide coverage for MSP, Extended Health, or Dental. Teachers should check the provisions within their own collective agreements on this issue. It’s important that teachers collecting SIP don’t let this coverage lapse. The regulations governing long-term benefits are a little different. To be eligible for long-term benefits, teachers have to have worked for 20 days (one month). Long-term SIP benefits come into effect after teachers exhaust their 120 days of short-term SIP benefits and whatever remaining sick days they may have in their school districts. If a teacher continues to be disabled after short-term SIP, and if there is continued medical substantiation of the claim, that teacher may be eligible for long-term benefits. Those benefits are calculated by a formula: • 65% of the first $25,000 of salary • 50% of the next $40,000 of salary • 40% of everything over $65,000 of salary This benefit is also tax free, and, as in the case of short-term benefits, MSP and Extended Health Benefits are not covered. Check your collective agreement. Patti McLaughlin, SIP administrator, is an assistant director in the BCTF’s Finance and Administrative Services Division.)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2011/10/bc-government-proposal-for-class.html,Staffroom Confidential: BC government proposal for class composition is "rationing" Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, October 4, 2011 BC government proposal for class composition is "rationing" I hope no-one is fooled by the BC Government proposal to address class composition announced in yesterday's Throne speech. It is unfair, unequal, and perhaps unconstitutional. See the announcement here: http://www2.news.gov.bc.ca/news_releases_2009-2013/2011EDUC0082-001253.htm The government has proposed a limited fund to address supporting students with special needs and class composition. The amount in the fund would be in the "tens" of millions. This is a far cry from the $275 million per year removed in 2002 (which is more like $330 million in today's dollars). It is insulting to both teachers and the students of BC that this government thinks it is OK to "remedy" their mistake with just one tenth the amount of funding. Probably the only reason there is any money on the table is because a BC Supreme Court found their actions in 2002 unconstitutional. But the courts also identified $275 million per year as the amount removed. If the government can afford $930 million on Smart Meters, then it can afford $330 million for students and public education. Equally as problematic is the process of a "fund". In my view, once a child is designated with specific learning needs, they have a constitutional right to educational services that meet their specific learning needs. But in the "fund" model, a limited (and too small) amount of funding would be available so that only some of the students' needs would be met. Teachers and/or parents would have to "apply" for funding and state their case about why their situation was the "neediest". Under this model, some students would be denied services. Teachers and parents would have to spend time "making the case" for services AFTER they had already gone through the process of testing and designation and writing an individual education plan. Only some students and classrooms would be funded. The School Act states that every individual education plan must be implemented. This is how it should be. Once specific needs have been identified and a plan to address those needs is developed, that plan should be fully funded in order to implement it properly. This includes a suitable classroom composition and class size to ensure the teacher has time to address the plan. It also includes adequate numbers of specialist teachers to provide individual one-on-one teaching. Prior to the Liberals changing the special education funding formula and removing class size limits in 2002, this is basically how it worked. Different designations resulted in different levels of funding and often were specifically assigned to a particular child. Class size limits and class composition limits ensured that for every class, the variety of needs in the class and the size of the class was manageable for the teacher. Ratios of specialist teachers to students ensured each specialist teacher would have adequate time to spend with each student on their caseload. When these protections were stripped away, students and teachers paid the price. Students no longer were automatically provided the services they needed. Teachers were overwhelmed with complex needs and larger classes and a massive increase in workload. The government needs to ensure that every single child has their needs fully met. This cannot be done through a competitive "fund" that would end up serving only the "neediest". Such a system is simply the "rationing" of an inadequate provision of educational services. And such a competitive symptom will ultimately pit students, parents, teachers and administrators against each other, as each advocates for different sets of students. So on top of failing to provide adequate supports, this system would exacerbate relationships and create an unhealthy competitive climate. Imagine the equivalent in health care. You are tested and identified with an illness. But your family doctor is forced to apply and "make the case" for you to receive specialist services from a limited "fund". We don't run our health care system this way and we shouldn't run our schools this way either. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 2:32 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 3 comments: AnonymousOctober 4, 2011 at 3:55 PM Oh, but that is exactly the case in health care. If I require a Rx that is not on the Pharmacare list, my family doctor has to make the case that I need it. It's the same to see some specialists... the family doctor has to make the case.ReplyDelete Tara EhrckeOctober 4, 2011 at 4:29 PM Anonymous...getting the DESIGNATION is making the case for the need for services. That already happens. This would be like AFTER your doctor makes the case then only 10% of the referrals get service...only the WORST cases get service. Or if a medication came in limited supply and only the 10% of the sickest people got it, not everyone who legitimately needed it. Special ed funding has always been given based on an initial testing and assessment and designation by the Ministry.ReplyDelete Ian WenigerOctober 4, 2011 at 9:07 PM Christy Clark is negotiating through vague passages in the Throne Speech and George Abbott is bargaining through glib top-down ministerial announcements. But Gorgeous George has shown us some money, and there's way more where that came from. The money pot, as Tara says, is completely inappropriate; it is designed to drive students and families out of public schools once they lose the fight for scant funds. Teachers will never accept that and neither will parents. The Liberals are trying to once again monetize the basic demand--that they follow the judge's rule and restore the contract. Adrian Dix and the NDP education critic Robin Austin have pointed out the government's criminality in stripping contracts and breaking their own laws, and this is great. The next step for the NDP is to come out and publicly support that the 2002 contract has to be reinstated. And solidarity among our parent groups and other unions may not be as hard as one might think. Apart from the amazing events at Occupy Wall Street, where people are making new connections between disputes every day, BCers appear not very convinced that teachers need to be punished. The $175m offer may sound good to people who believe that teachers are just about the money. When that money is revealed as just a pot to feed the neediest children, however, such an appalling Dickensian image is just not in BC's imagination. I have been told, on 30 September at 14:50, by the BCPSEA's Facebook administrator that people who "focus on specific options available at this point is premature and simply intended, in our view, to generate anxiety." So essentially BCPSEA's PR team is dismissing anyone who thinks a lockout was ever near the table. Are these people for real? I'm feeling pretty optimistic and I think this optimism needs to be expressed with our own meetings with parents and other workers about the job action. People who want to save public education and stop the cuts need to start organizing themselves.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ▼  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ▼  October (16) Abbott's plan: some thoughts... Teachers upset with BCPSEA allegations and threats... BCPSEA's hypocritical application to LRB over BC t... Occupy Education Builds Momentum The "transformation agenda" for BC education? - fo... Big brother and the Ministry of Education How to judge a School Board candidate - by their r... Solidarity and the 99% - Why teachers should suppo... Occupying Education Abbott's plan: Drastic changes with no consultatio... Guest post: Tobey Steeves on Bills 27/28 - a perso... BCPSEA - missing the point on local bargaining We are the 99 BC government proposal for class composition is "r... A little interlude... BC School Trustees consider a teacher lockout ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7086,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 1, September 2005 B.C. school administrators are the highest paid in Canada School administrators in B.C. are the highest paid in Canada, according to a cross-Canada survey carried out by the Canadian Teachers’ Federation. Not only do B.C. administrators make more money than administrators in other provinces, but the gap between teacher and administrator salaries in B.C. is the highest in the country as well. The CTF survey is based on selecting sample districts from each province, since most salary grids in the country are based on local agreements. The Vancouver School District was chosen for the B.C. comparison. Although figures vary from district to district, they are generally in the same range within provinces. In both categories of amount paid and comparison with teacher salaries, the B.C. examples were the highest. The report says: Maximum principals’ salaries range from $79,110 in Prince Edward Island to $114,776 in Vancouver Secondary in B.C. As a percentage of the maximum teacher’s salary, rates ranged from 116% in the Yellowknife Catholic School District, Northwest Territories to 163% in Vancouver Secondary. The range in most of the country has administrators making about 30% more than the highest paid teachers in the same jurisdiction, about half the administrator bonus in B.C. You can easily make similar comparisons in your district by finding the highest salary a teacher can earn and compare it to the highest amount that an administrator can earn. The hiring of additional administrators with the increased funding to school boards is a very inefficient use of resources. Since administrator salaries are so much higher than teacher salaries, hiring an additional administrator costs much more than a teacher. If the administrator is teaching part-time, that is by far the most expensive teaching in the system. The BCTF Research Department has also developed a new research report that shows the teacher/administrator ratio by school district in 2001–02 and 2004–05, as well as the change in the ratio over that time. Most districts reduced the number of administrators, although not by as much as the number of teachers. This research report provides locals with baseline data to make comparisons and to track the change in teacher/ administrator ratios if districts hire administrators rather than teachers. It can be found on the BCTF web site at bctf.ca/Publications/researchreports/2005td02/report.html. – Larry Kuehn Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/contacts.cfm?page=pdchairs&sort=1&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true,BCTF Contacts Home E-mail Lists Links A to Z Index Contact Us Help SITE SEARCH Quick Links BCTF formsBCTF NewsFrançaisLabour linksPensionsTeacher NewsmagazineTeaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Contact Us > PD chairpersons BCTF Professional Development Chairpersons Sorted by local name. Click here for sort by local number. Local Chair School Phone School Fax E-mail Abbotsford District Teachers' Association (34) Brenda Head    604-850-7692  pd34@bctf.ca Alberni District Teachers' Union (701) Stephanie Hopkins  250-723-7522  250-723-7557  pd701@bctf.ca Arrow Lakes Teachers' Association (10) Paula Rogers  250-358-7222  250-358-2533  pd10@bctf.ca Boundary District Teachers' Association (51) Catherine Pankoff  250-442-8275  250-442-5388  pd51@bctf.ca Linda Rawlings-Dolezsar  250-442-5313  250-442-5317  pd51@bctf.ca Bulkley Valley Teachers' Union (54) Kristina Willing  250-847-2231  250-847-2165  pd54@bctf.ca Mary Neto  250-847-2231  250-847-2165  pd54@bctf.ca Burnaby Teachers' Association (41) Alexandra Peters  604-664-7056  604-664-8734  pd41@bctf.ca Barbara Henderson  604-664-8727  604-664-8818  pd41@bctf.ca Patricia Dolton      pd41@bctf.ca Burns Lake District Teachers' Union (55) Lisa Mason  250-698-7301  250-698-7349  pd55@bctf.ca Campbell River District Teachers' Association (72) Adria Anne Gleeson  250-286-0511  250-286-0938  pd72@bctf.ca Cariboo-Chilcotin Teachers' Association (27) Shirley Giroux  250-398-5800  250-398-5206  pd27@bctf.ca Central Coast Teachers' Association (49) Coleen Fraser  250-799-5556  250-799-5757  pd49@bctf.ca Stephen Dishkin  250-982-2355  250-982-2720  pd49@bctf.ca Central Okanagan Teachers' Association (23) Joe Jamison  250-868-1135  250-870-5020  pd23@bctf.ca Chetwynd Teachers' Association (592) Gysbert Ruiter  250-788-2267  250-788-9729  pd592@bctf.ca Chilliwack Teachers' Association (33) Angela Woods  604-823-4408  604-823-2243  pd33@bctf.ca Comox District Teachers' Association (71) Lisa Pedersen-Skene    250-897-0487  pd71@bctf.ca Coquitlam Teachers' Association (43) Michael Galliford  604-464-8581  604-937-8045  pd43@bctf.ca Cowichan District Teachers' Association (65) Naomi Nilsson  250-748-2251  250-746-7849  pd65@bctf.ca Sabina Reska  250-743-6916  250-743-6915  pd65@bctf.ca Cranbrook District Teachers' Association (2) Carol Johns  250-489-4391  250-489-0600  pd02@bctf.ca Colette Grasdal  250-426-5241  250-426-6673  pd02@bctf.ca Creston Valley Teachers' Association (861) Melissa Feragotti  250-428-2051  250-428-2019  pd861@bctf.ca Delta Teachers' Association (37) Fiona Higgs    604-599-1786  pd37@bctf.ca Fernie District Teachers' Association (1) Linda Christenson  250-425-6666  250-425-6661  pd01@bctf.ca Sarah Larsen      pd01@bctf.ca Fort Nelson District Teachers' Association (81) Shirley Kenney  250-774-6941  250-774-6988  pd81@bctf.ca Fraser-Cascade Teachers' Association (78) Kathleen Koopman      pd78@bctf.ca Gold Trail Teachers' Association (74) Elizabeth Griggs  250-256-4274  250-256-4275  pd74@bctf.ca Golden Teachers' Association (18) Margaret Calladine  250-344-6317    pd18@bctf.ca Greater Victoria Teachers' Association (61) Lucinda Graf  250-727-0188  250-727-2079  pd61@bctf.ca Gulf Islands Teachers' Association (64) James Lightfoot  250-653-9223  250-653-2090  pd64@bctf.ca Haida Gwaii Teachers' Association (50) Autum Gates    250-626-3214  pd50@bctf.ca Monika Hausmann    250-626-3214  pd50@bctf.ca Kamloops Thompson Teachers' Association (73) David Comrie    250-377-2257  pd73@bctf.ca Kimberley Teachers' Association (3) Bethany Turcon      pd03@bctf.ca Craig Hillman  250-427-4827  250-427-7106  pd03@bctf.ca Kitimat District Teachers' Association (80) Katherine Johnsen  250-632-6174  888-539-4732  pd80@bctf.ca Michele Sutherland  250-632-2912  888-574-1126  pd80@bctf.ca Kootenay Columbia Teachers' Union (20) John Horcoff      pd20@bctf.ca Kootenay Lake Teachers' Association (862) Dennis Larcombe  250-229-4224  250-353-7434  pd862@bctf.ca Lake Cowichan Teachers' Association (66) Christine Rolls  250-748-0011  250-749-4030  pd66@bctf.ca Langley Teachers' Association (35) Sandy Ho  604-888-3033  604-888-2873  pd35@bctf.ca Mackenzie Teachers' Association (572) Amber Raycraft  250-963-7060  250-963-7381  pd572@bctf.ca Christa Barnes  250-997-6340  250-997-5075  pd572@bctf.ca Karen Chadha  250-997-6340  250-997-5075  pd572@bctf.ca Maple Ridge Teachers' Association (42) Suzanne Hall  604-463-6414  604-466-6265  pd42@bctf.ca McBride-Valemount Teachers' Association (573) Brian Hanson    250-566-4551  pd573@bctf.ca Jennifer L'Arrivee  250-569-2295  250-569-2620  pd573@bctf.ca Julia Howard  250-569-2295  250-569-2620  pd573@bctf.ca Mission Teachers' Union (75) Anna Heavenor  604-820-4587  604-820-9505  pd75@bctf.ca Mount Arrowsmith Teachers' Association (69) Denise Spencer-Dahl  250-248-3296  250-954-1734  pd69@bctf.ca Lesley Rowan  250-752-5651  250-752-8604  pd69@bctf.ca Nanaimo District Teachers' Association (68) Colleen Skipper  250-758-6892  250-758-2373  pd68@bctf.ca Michael Silverton    250-751-8840  pd68@bctf.ca Nechako Teachers' Union (56) Cindy Miller  250-996-7126  250-996-7708  pd56@bctf.ca Shawn Lank  250-699-6233  250-699-7753  pd56@bctf.ca Nelson District Teachers' Association (7) Monica Doyle  250-352-3186  250-352-3183  pd07@bctf.ca Tamara Martin  250-352-5538  250-352-3119  pd07@bctf.ca New Westminster Teachers' Union (40) Romeo Lavrencic  604-517-6316  604-517-6204  pd40@bctf.ca Sandra Lee  604-517-6090  604-517-6091  pd40@bctf.ca Nisga'a Teachers' Union (92) Charity Peal  250-633-2225  250-633-2669  pd92@bctf.ca Samantha Lambright  250-326-4206  250-633-2916  pd92@bctf.ca Sara Beardsell  250-633-2225  250-633-2669  pd92@bctf.ca North Okanagan-Shuswap Teachers' Association (83) Kyla Hadden  250-836-2831  250-836-2664  pd83@bctf.ca North Vancouver Teachers' Association (44) Maria Aiello  604-903-3750  604-903-3751  pd44@bctf.ca Okanagan Skaha Teachers' Union (67) Angela Seppola  250-770-7683  250-492-5981  pd67@bctf.ca Peace River North Teachers' Association (60) Jessica Dmytruk  250-793-9125  250-630-2323  pd60@bctf.ca Peace River South Teachers' Association (591) Angela Connelly    250-782-9604  pd591@bctf.ca Powell River District Teachers' Association (47) Wendy Adams  604-485-5660    pd47@bctf.ca Prince George District Teachers' Association (571) Glen Thielmann  250-562-9525  250-564-4875  pd571@bctf.ca Prince Rupert District Teachers' Union (52) Colleen Pudsey    250-627-1348  pd52@bctf.ca Marla Gamble    250-627-1348  pd52@bctf.ca Raegan Sawka  250-627-1536  250-627-1443  pd52@bctf.ca Princeton District Teachers' Union (17) Gordon Bibby  250-295-3218  250-295-7914  pd17@bctf.ca Mary Bell  250-295-3218  250-295-7914  pd17@bctf.ca Quesnel District Teachers' Association (28) Carlie Borrett  250-991-5566  250-991-5565  pd28@bctf.ca Revelstoke Teachers' Association (19) Stacey Grimm  250-837-2173  250-837-7164  pd19@bctf.ca Richmond Teachers' Association (38) Christian Matheson  604-668-6665  604-668-6569  pd38@bctf.ca Saanich Teachers' Association (63) Holly Mair  250-704-4972  250-479-9870  pd63@bctf.ca Sarah Windle  250-652-9261  250-652-2094  pd63@bctf.ca Sea to Sky Teachers' Association (48) April Lowe  604-898-3688  604-898-4706  pd48@bctf.ca SEPF (93) Alain Paquin  604-437-4849  604-437-9630  pd93@bctf.ca Linda Theriault  250-220-6010  250-220-6014  pd93@bctf.ca Monica Monus    604-214-9881  pd93@bctf.ca Sooke Teachers' Association (62) Brian Hotovy  250-474-1291  250-478-0738  pd62@bctf.ca Kristine Kosolofski  250-478-3232  250-391-9624  pd62@bctf.ca South Okanagan Similkameen Teachers' Union (53) Nicola MacNaughton  250-498-3468  250-498-0339  pd53@bctf.ca Stikine Teachers' Association (87) Alithia Gillies    250-771-4343  pd87@bctf.ca Andre Lagace    250-771-4343  pd87@bctf.ca Sunshine Coast Teachers' Association (46) Patrick McCallum  604-885-3216  604-885-7991  pd46@bctf.ca Surrey Teachers' Association (36) Anne McNamee      pd36@bctf.ca Stephen Anderson      pd36@bctf.ca Terrace District Teachers' Union (881) Karen Andrews  250-635-3115  888-456-3464  pd881@bctf.ca Upper Skeena Teachers (882) Jan Thorburn  250-842-5214  888-503-6959  pd882@bctf.ca Shirley Hobenshield  250-849-5484  888-594-2271  pd882@bctf.ca Vancouver Elementary School Teachers' Association (391) Allison Jambor      pd391@bctf.ca Patricia Gudlaugson      pd391@bctf.ca Vancouver Island North Teachers' Association (85) Sarah Soltau-Heller  250-949-6418  250-949-6485  pd85@bctf.ca Vancouver Island West Teachers' Union (84) Adam Barber    250-761-4234  pd84@bctf.ca Glyn Howell    250-934-6578  pd84@bctf.ca Vancouver Secondary Teachers' Association (392) Mary Filleul    604-713-5076  pd392@bctf.ca Vernon Teachers' Association (22) Robyn Ladner    250-545-7680  pd22@bctf.ca West Vancouver Teachers' Association (45) Rosemary Murray  604-981-1200  604-981-1201  pd45@bctf.ca Shannon Gray  604-981-1130  604-981-1131  pd45@bctf.ca Windermere Teachers' Association (4) Robyn Oliver  250-342-9213  250-342-4499  pd04@bctf.ca About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy Close Window Print Page   BCTF Professional Development Chairpersons Sorted by local name. Click here for sort by local number. Local Chair School Phone School Fax E-mail Abbotsford District Teachers' Association (34) Brenda Head    604-850-7692  pd34@bctf.ca Alberni District Teachers' Union (701) Stephanie Hopkins  250-723-7522  250-723-7557  pd701@bctf.ca Arrow Lakes Teachers' Association (10) Paula Rogers  250-358-7222  250-358-2533  pd10@bctf.ca Boundary District Teachers' Association (51) Catherine Pankoff  250-442-8275  250-442-5388  pd51@bctf.ca Linda Rawlings-Dolezsar  250-442-5313  250-442-5317  pd51@bctf.ca Bulkley Valley Teachers' Union (54) Kristina Willing  250-847-2231  250-847-2165  pd54@bctf.ca Mary Neto  250-847-2231  250-847-2165  pd54@bctf.ca Burnaby Teachers' Association (41) Alexandra Peters  604-664-7056  604-664-8734  pd41@bctf.ca Barbara Henderson  604-664-8727  604-664-8818  pd41@bctf.ca Patricia Dolton      pd41@bctf.ca Burns Lake District Teachers' Union (55) Lisa Mason  250-698-7301  250-698-7349  pd55@bctf.ca Campbell River District Teachers' Association (72) Adria Anne Gleeson  250-286-0511  250-286-0938  pd72@bctf.ca Cariboo-Chilcotin Teachers' Association (27) Shirley Giroux  250-398-5800  250-398-5206  pd27@bctf.ca Central Coast Teachers' Association (49) Coleen Fraser  250-799-5556  250-799-5757  pd49@bctf.ca Stephen Dishkin  250-982-2355  250-982-2720  pd49@bctf.ca Central Okanagan Teachers' Association (23) Joe Jamison  250-868-1135  250-870-5020  pd23@bctf.ca Chetwynd Teachers' Association (592) Gysbert Ruiter  250-788-2267  250-788-9729  pd592@bctf.ca Chilliwack Teachers' Association (33) Angela Woods  604-823-4408  604-823-2243  pd33@bctf.ca Comox District Teachers' Association (71) Lisa Pedersen-Skene    250-897-0487  pd71@bctf.ca Coquitlam Teachers' Association (43) Michael Galliford  604-464-8581  604-937-8045  pd43@bctf.ca Cowichan District Teachers' Association (65) Naomi Nilsson  250-748-2251  250-746-7849  pd65@bctf.ca Sabina Reska  250-743-6916  250-743-6915  pd65@bctf.ca Cranbrook District Teachers' Association (2) Carol Johns  250-489-4391  250-489-0600  pd02@bctf.ca Colette Grasdal  250-426-5241  250-426-6673  pd02@bctf.ca Creston Valley Teachers' Association (861) Melissa Feragotti  250-428-2051  250-428-2019  pd861@bctf.ca Delta Teachers' Association (37) Fiona Higgs    604-599-1786  pd37@bctf.ca Fernie District Teachers' Association (1) Linda Christenson  250-425-6666  250-425-6661  pd01@bctf.ca Sarah Larsen      pd01@bctf.ca Fort Nelson District Teachers' Association (81) Shirley Kenney  250-774-6941  250-774-6988  pd81@bctf.ca Fraser-Cascade Teachers' Association (78) Kathleen Koopman      pd78@bctf.ca Gold Trail Teachers' Association (74) Elizabeth Griggs  250-256-4274  250-256-4275  pd74@bctf.ca Golden Teachers' Association (18) Margaret Calladine  250-344-6317    pd18@bctf.ca Greater Victoria Teachers' Association (61) Lucinda Graf  250-727-0188  250-727-2079  pd61@bctf.ca Gulf Islands Teachers' Association (64) James Lightfoot  250-653-9223  250-653-2090  pd64@bctf.ca Haida Gwaii Teachers' Association (50) Autum Gates    250-626-3214  pd50@bctf.ca Monika Hausmann    250-626-3214  pd50@bctf.ca Kamloops Thompson Teachers' Association (73) David Comrie    250-377-2257  pd73@bctf.ca Kimberley Teachers' Association (3) Bethany Turcon      pd03@bctf.ca Craig Hillman  250-427-4827  250-427-7106  pd03@bctf.ca Kitimat District Teachers' Association (80) Katherine Johnsen  250-632-6174  888-539-4732  pd80@bctf.ca Michele Sutherland  250-632-2912  888-574-1126  pd80@bctf.ca Kootenay Columbia Teachers' Union (20) John Horcoff      pd20@bctf.ca Kootenay Lake Teachers' Association (862) Dennis Larcombe  250-229-4224  250-353-7434  pd862@bctf.ca Lake Cowichan Teachers' Association (66) Christine Rolls  250-748-0011  250-749-4030  pd66@bctf.ca Langley Teachers' Association (35) Sandy Ho  604-888-3033  604-888-2873  pd35@bctf.ca Mackenzie Teachers' Association (572) Amber Raycraft  250-963-7060  250-963-7381  pd572@bctf.ca Christa Barnes  250-997-6340  250-997-5075  pd572@bctf.ca Karen Chadha  250-997-6340  250-997-5075  pd572@bctf.ca Maple Ridge Teachers' Association (42) Suzanne Hall  604-463-6414  604-466-6265  pd42@bctf.ca McBride-Valemount Teachers' Association (573) Brian Hanson    250-566-4551  pd573@bctf.ca Jennifer L'Arrivee  250-569-2295  250-569-2620  pd573@bctf.ca Julia Howard  250-569-2295  250-569-2620  pd573@bctf.ca Mission Teachers' Union (75) Anna Heavenor  604-820-4587  604-820-9505  pd75@bctf.ca Mount Arrowsmith Teachers' Association (69) Denise Spencer-Dahl  250-248-3296  250-954-1734  pd69@bctf.ca Lesley Rowan  250-752-5651  250-752-8604  pd69@bctf.ca Nanaimo District Teachers' Association (68) Colleen Skipper  250-758-6892  250-758-2373  pd68@bctf.ca Michael Silverton    250-751-8840  pd68@bctf.ca Nechako Teachers' Union (56) Cindy Miller  250-996-7126  250-996-7708  pd56@bctf.ca Shawn Lank  250-699-6233  250-699-7753  pd56@bctf.ca Nelson District Teachers' Association (7) Monica Doyle  250-352-3186  250-352-3183  pd07@bctf.ca Tamara Martin  250-352-5538  250-352-3119  pd07@bctf.ca New Westminster Teachers' Union (40) Romeo Lavrencic  604-517-6316  604-517-6204  pd40@bctf.ca Sandra Lee  604-517-6090  604-517-6091  pd40@bctf.ca Nisga'a Teachers' Union (92) Charity Peal  250-633-2225  250-633-2669  pd92@bctf.ca Samantha Lambright  250-326-4206  250-633-2916  pd92@bctf.ca Sara Beardsell  250-633-2225  250-633-2669  pd92@bctf.ca North Okanagan-Shuswap Teachers' Association (83) Kyla Hadden  250-836-2831  250-836-2664  pd83@bctf.ca North Vancouver Teachers' Association (44) Maria Aiello  604-903-3750  604-903-3751  pd44@bctf.ca Okanagan Skaha Teachers' Union (67) Angela Seppola  250-770-7683  250-492-5981  pd67@bctf.ca Peace River North Teachers' Association (60) Jessica Dmytruk  250-793-9125  250-630-2323  pd60@bctf.ca Peace River South Teachers' Association (591) Angela Connelly    250-782-9604  pd591@bctf.ca Powell River District Teachers' Association (47) Wendy Adams  604-485-5660    pd47@bctf.ca Prince George District Teachers' Association (571) Glen Thielmann  250-562-9525  250-564-4875  pd571@bctf.ca Prince Rupert District Teachers' Union (52) Colleen Pudsey    250-627-1348  pd52@bctf.ca Marla Gamble    250-627-1348  pd52@bctf.ca Raegan Sawka  250-627-1536  250-627-1443  pd52@bctf.ca Princeton District Teachers' Union (17) Gordon Bibby  250-295-3218  250-295-7914  pd17@bctf.ca Mary Bell  250-295-3218  250-295-7914  pd17@bctf.ca Quesnel District Teachers' Association (28) Carlie Borrett  250-991-5566  250-991-5565  pd28@bctf.ca Revelstoke Teachers' Association (19) Stacey Grimm  250-837-2173  250-837-7164  pd19@bctf.ca Richmond Teachers' Association (38) Christian Matheson  604-668-6665  604-668-6569  pd38@bctf.ca Saanich Teachers' Association (63) Holly Mair  250-704-4972  250-479-9870  pd63@bctf.ca Sarah Windle  250-652-9261  250-652-2094  pd63@bctf.ca Sea to Sky Teachers' Association (48) April Lowe  604-898-3688  604-898-4706  pd48@bctf.ca SEPF (93) Alain Paquin  604-437-4849  604-437-9630  pd93@bctf.ca Linda Theriault  250-220-6010  250-220-6014  pd93@bctf.ca Monica Monus    604-214-9881  pd93@bctf.ca Sooke Teachers' Association (62) Brian Hotovy  250-474-1291  250-478-0738  pd62@bctf.ca Kristine Kosolofski  250-478-3232  250-391-9624  pd62@bctf.ca South Okanagan Similkameen Teachers' Union (53) Nicola MacNaughton  250-498-3468  250-498-0339  pd53@bctf.ca Stikine Teachers' Association (87) Alithia Gillies    250-771-4343  pd87@bctf.ca Andre Lagace    250-771-4343  pd87@bctf.ca Sunshine Coast Teachers' Association (46) Patrick McCallum  604-885-3216  604-885-7991  pd46@bctf.ca Surrey Teachers' Association (36) Anne McNamee      pd36@bctf.ca Stephen Anderson      pd36@bctf.ca Terrace District Teachers' Union (881) Karen Andrews  250-635-3115  888-456-3464  pd881@bctf.ca Upper Skeena Teachers (882) Jan Thorburn  250-842-5214  888-503-6959  pd882@bctf.ca Shirley Hobenshield  250-849-5484  888-594-2271  pd882@bctf.ca Vancouver Elementary School Teachers' Association (391) Allison Jambor      pd391@bctf.ca Patricia Gudlaugson      pd391@bctf.ca Vancouver Island North Teachers' Association (85) Sarah Soltau-Heller  250-949-6418  250-949-6485  pd85@bctf.ca Vancouver Island West Teachers' Union (84) Adam Barber    250-761-4234  pd84@bctf.ca Glyn Howell    250-934-6578  pd84@bctf.ca Vancouver Secondary Teachers' Association (392) Mary Filleul    604-713-5076  pd392@bctf.ca Vernon Teachers' Association (22) Robyn Ladner    250-545-7680  pd22@bctf.ca West Vancouver Teachers' Association (45) Rosemary Murray  604-981-1200  604-981-1201  pd45@bctf.ca Shannon Gray  604-981-1130  604-981-1131  pd45@bctf.ca Windermere Teachers' Association (4) Robyn Oliver  250-342-9213  250-342-4499  pd04@bctf.ca)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2014/09/tentative-agreement-yes-or-no.html?showComment0751411063041139,Staffroom Confidential: Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, September 16, 2014 Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Despite what I know was a herculean effort on the part of our bargaining team, I very much hope that BC teachers will vote no to the tentative agreement. After five weeks of strike, and twelve years of legal battles, this is not the deal that will restore sanity to public education and it is not a fair deal for teachers and students. Just as teachers in Saskatchewan rejected a deal to ensure a better outcome, I hope BC teachers will consider a no vote to let our team know we have to go back to the bargaining table. Class size, composition The agreement provided a modified LIF fund starting at $75 million per year and increasing to $85 by the last year. It is for teachers only, which will mean a slight improvement in Districts where sizeable portions were spent on Education Assistants or senior District staff rather than teachers. However, in an average size District like Victoria (20,000 students, 1,000 teachers), this will translate into about 5-10 more teachers. That is one for every five schools. To put it in comparison, Justice Griffin's judgement estimated the lost funding due to lost class size language at about $330 million in current dollars. (Read more here about the proposed Education Fund.) I heard so many teachers speak up about the need to ensure that we do not return to over-crowded classes when the strike ends. This agreement does very little to alleviate what is the most pressing issue. Throwing away the court victory The agreement provides a "reopener" in the event we win on appeal our class size language. What this means is that the language returns, but is not implemented until new language is negotiated. Without the actual implementation of the returned language, there will be very little incentive for the government to bargain it back. We would essentially be back in the very same position we are in today, with government trying to bargain it out and us trying to bargain it back in. In my opinion, even if we were legislated back to work we would be in a superior position. If we won the appeal the government would then be forced to implement the language. We are thus throwing away our historic court victory and the bargaining pressure it potentially creates. The reopener is really only mildly less offensive than E80. In both cases, we have to bargain back what was illegally taken from our contract and the government will probably never have to restore it. In fact, the "reopener" creates the perfect opportunity for government to lock us out to try and force us to agree to something far inferior. Throwing away the remedy for the last twelve years The agreement provides $105 million to compensate for grievances over-sized classes for the last twelve years. Using Justice Griffin's estimates, our loss is roughly $300 million times 12 = over $3 billion. I cannot fathom how $105 million is a fair compromise. The BCTF's original proposal to put this money back into the system was a more fair and productive approach. This agreement means we can no longer go to the courts for a fair remedy. Wages The agreement is very close to government's original offer. While I would be willing to accept this if the class size language was returned, teachers should not be taking such a significant monetary loss without the commensurate gain in working conditions. We have lost roughly 12% of our annual salary. We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut. Minimal improvements There are very minimal improvements in preparation time for elementary teachers (10 minutes per week), and TTOC daily rate. The TTOC daily rate change may depend on your grid placement. It could actually be a wage loss for long term TTOCs who are above category 5 and step 7. There is also $11 million in health and dental benefits. At 40,000 members, this is $275 each. Hardly worth consideration in the context of the rest of the agreement. What next? There are a variety of options if we vote no. We can continue the strike. We can choose to return to work and continue bargaining. We do not, and should not, accept an agreement that doesn't meet our needs and doesn't meet the needs of students and public education. When Saskatchewan teachers rejected the first deal which had 5.5% wage increases over four years, the second deal had 7.3% increases over four years. They have said this still isn't good enough. For us, our main issue is classroom conditions. We need to say this isn't good enough. The way to do that is to vote no. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 7:48 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 124 comments: Troy MooreSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:17 PM The EC recommendation states the open clause will be argued from restored language. However, selling our grievances for nothing as the 105 million is strike savings, is plenty of reason to vote no. Further, no composition caps, but a fund controlled by Superintendents is enough reason to vote no. Thursday I will vote no.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:06 PM Re-opener also says "education fund" in place until new language bargained, so old language can disappear forever.Delete Reply Mme RousseauSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:33 PM Government starved us to death hoping we'd vote yes to whatever deal they'd offer. Planned it from the start.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:07 PM We can sill choose (collectively) to return to work if we reject this deal. Many options.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:09 PM Great analysis, Tara! I think that returning to work would be a bad idea. This will frustrate parents more if they need to find new ways to deal with taking care fo kids. USe the money given to you by the other unions. I am a teacher who had to quit for stress over the terrible condition of work (split FI grade 4/5, several low LD kids with little support, one severe with no support, 2 gifted (no support), and a principal who expected me to teach 2 separate social studies AND science programs)Delete Reply Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:56 PM Good points by all but the gov't succeeded in starving my family out and completly breaking us. I will be voting YES and live to fight another dayReplyDelete Replies schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:21 PM 'Fight another day'? In the last twelve years that we have been pushing back against this government, never has the tide tide been so much with teachers, class size/composition, and public education - and never has the government been pushed back onto the ropes (especially with the call for binding arbitration). What 'other day' is being proposed that we wait for? Now is the time. Vote 'no' and give the BCTF bargaining team a renewed mandate to get a decent deal for students and teachers.Delete Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:10 PM "Another day" means to wake up and realize that 2more weeks means my family of 5 could lose our home. It means I will do all I can to recall Cc, Factbender, and other mla's, and maybe even having "a guy I know" have a chat with them. In year 1 of their reign, I don't believe they even know what "the ropes" are. I will vote YES ...for my family, and I can live with thatDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:12 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply Karen FergusonSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:03 PM Just a question: When the Saskatchewan teachers voted no, had they already been on strike for 5 weeks?ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM No. They are working with no contract. They are not on strike.Delete Shannon DavisSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:23 AM I am a Saskatchewan teacher. We are not on strike; we are currently in the conciliation process after voting "no" to 2 previous offersDelete Reply "Mama Rose"September 16, 2014 at 9:27 PM Can we truly return to work without agreeing and continue bargaining? When I suggested returning to work a few weeks ago, the answer was "being on strike puts pressure on the gov't and without pressure they have no reason to settle." And can you explain more how legislating us back would be better than agreeing to this deal? And finally, why would the BCTF executive put forward a deal that was not a good one?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:30 PM Because they need confirmation of the resolve of the membership to get something better. That is what a no vote does.Delete Reply Troylana MSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:28 PM some great points to ponder, tara......thinking thinking....ReplyDelete schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:43 PM If we vote 'no' to the tentative deal we still have options: We'd not have a contract. But we could... a) strike with full picket lines b) partially strike with phase 1 (work-to-rule) in schools c) partially strike with periodic/rotating job action d) continue negotiating e) return to work and re-escalate strike f) some/all of the above ReplyDelete Replies Caroline MackenzieSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:21 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:14 PM a) will expedite matters (I say less that 3 days)Delete Reply danabjornsonSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:05 PM I am thinking that a legislated, crappier contract would only be in effect for 2 years max (before elections...). If we take this offer, then we will be agreeing to this pseudo-E80. Should we win the court case (which we likely will), we will have to settle on the terms of the THIS negotiated contract which doesn't actually restore learning conditions; it simply allows for those conditions to be negotiated. If we say n, then we default to the 2002 contract, which DOES restore the language. A "yes" vote is saying that we are good on "crumbs"; a "no" vote is saying we want an actual meal. That's my understanding, anyway. Please correct me where I am wrong, Tara. :)ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:44 PM And word is IF they legislate, they could opt to legislate back Grade 10-12 only causing the union to have to lay off all teachers and re-hire based on seniority. That will tear the union at the seams pitting teacher against teacher for those positions. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:17 PM There will be a general strike if that were to happen! They better not do this. They will regret it.Delete Reply imaginefunlearningSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:09 PM Some good points on the background of our fight over the past 12 years, which I have been actively engaged in; however we need to recognize the climate we are in. We are not in Sask. people! We have just come through a very long summer!! We need to thank our @bctf bargaining team & recognize the toll this has taken on all of us & our families. I don't have the luxury of more time on the strike line. This may be as good as it gets. Let's read the agreement and consider getting back to work and making some $ again! That's my 2 cents worth, which would come in really handy right now!!!ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:18 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply RobSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:11 PM Go back in work to rule mode. Work this winter to recall every Liberal MLA. ThAt is the only way to apply pressure to these criminals. ReplyDelete Replies Kate RestonSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:03 PM Recall! Not sure who won the battle but the war is still onDelete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:14 AM Well said Kate... I agree 100%Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:20 PM I think say NO and a better deal will be done in less than 3 days. These guys are not criminals, they are lower than that. I bet they get a sick pleasure in hurting the kids and the teachers.Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:31 PM An official recall is in the works: https://www.facebook.com/groups/316129595235450/?fref=ts Please consider joining.Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:26 AM Leah - do you honestly think anyone who voted BC Liberal did so thinking that they would act any differently on the education file?Delete Reply JJSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:16 PM I am glad to see other members who share my views. I am outraged at a 1.2 percent "raise" in salary per year that doesn't even meet inflation of currently 2%. I feel used and abused.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:23 PM Not to mention all of the other pittance! I am actually surprised that Iker asked teachers to vote on this! Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:18 PM Hi Tara Thanks for the summary! Will we be able to vote NO to the deal, but vote YES to returning to work? Will there be three options when we vote Thursday? Why did the BCTF agree to a substandard deal for us? If we vote no to a deal that was recommended to us, the teachers look like the bad guys and public approval will plummet. I am very disappointed and frustratedReplyDelete Replies KataSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:12 AM Public approval will not necessarily plummet. I have seen strikes where the membership has voted against the executive's "best results to date", and ended up with a better offer. This offer is an insult. The $300 million will not bring funding to the national average (I believe). More importantly, the wage offer is half of the average wage increase for public and private workers (StatsCan). Delete Reply MontySeptember 16, 2014 at 10:19 PM Thank you, Tara. My thoughts too, more clearly expressed. As well, Thursday is too soon to vote, too soon to vote, too soon to vote........ReplyDelete Richard ChalkeSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:21 PM Vote no and lose every shred of public support...just sayin!ReplyDelete Replies UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:31 AM I am a member of the public and would support a "no" vote. js!.Delete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:01 AM Richard Chalke, NO you won't! I am a mother with 3 adopted special needs children who need to be in a class that is designed for them and others like them (my kids are academically slightly delayed but their issues are more social and behavioural) where they can receive the education they deserve taught in a way they can comprehend. I will speak now for all the parents I know, and we will support the teacher's if they continue to fight for our children's best interest.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:28 PM It might not be pretty at first, but once we explain things (and I hope the Mandarin-speaking teachers flood the Richmond organization that voiced their concerns), they will back us. The 3 billions that the judge came to is the first I hear about. This should be stated to every newsmedia comment section in the province. Minimize pickets and flood those outlets with commenters, just like the Liberals do. Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:45 PM I am a member of the public and a single Mother of a child in the public school system. You will NOT lose one bit of my support if you vote no. I know that you are sacrificing so that my child can have a better education, and I am most grateful for it. Having said that, I also know that you are exhausted and broke. I have been dreading that you may have to settle for less than what you (we) deserve because the government succeeded in breaking you. I am not in your shoes, so cannot judge. If the vote is a yes, I understand and I am still behind you. Delete Reply Alison RocheSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:25 PM It is a crap deal. It's always a crap deal. Once you raise the stakes to striking, anything else is a cave in. The last time we walked out was the 3 day illegal strike where I threw away 1200$ and got EXACTLY the same contract I had the year before. The BCTF called it a win because they didn't rip up MORE of my contract. Ridiculous. There are a few of us that believe that working to contract, doing 100% of your teaching job and nothing more (like paying for supplies out of your own pocket or EC) is the only way teachers will survive this government. What if they get re-elected again? Then what? Teachers have lost thousands to these clowns to make "statements" about the state of public education in this province. We can't keep sacrificing ourselves and our families. And in the meantime, you talk to parents about why you have to take this crappy road. Because up until this strike they mostly didn't care about the state of education, but god forbid you didn't run a Sports Day. Then suddenly they wanted to know what the hell was going on. Keep the conversation going in schools. Attend your PAC meetings and stop enabling this govt to underfund and overwork the system. And still get paid!ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:20 AM I am very excited at the prospect of returning to my beloved job on Friday. However I will NOT continue to put my personal money into my classroom and I will be seriously reconsidering my involvement in extra curriculars. I think we shoot ourselves in the foot with all the unpaid work we so willingly volunteer to do. Delete Reply FCSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:38 PM I heard a rumour last week from a loose lipped government insider that after the 22nd, depending on the outcome of the negotiations the Liberals were going to announce a 3 step process. I was not clear if this was based on 3 steps to resolve the strike (perhaps the 3rd step is legislation??) or 3 steps to overhaul the education system, either way, they will settle it outright. I wish you all luck and all the information that you need to make a sound decision of what you feel is best.ReplyDelete Replies Lisa BurrowsSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:53 PM I have heard similar rumours. On the 23rd, the gov. was planning on introducing a $6000 per year voucher system for 3 choices: an academic or trades program, or something called EducationCanada. Not clear whether their intention was to privatize the public system, de-certify teachers and hire them back under new wage/benefits. Not clear where these rumours originated from. Maybe fear tactics to get teachers to vote yes. In any event, I plan on voting yes. I signed up to be a teacher, not a martyr. This strike has cost us a lot. We need to regain our livelihood and hopefully continue the conversation about class composition. We have at least awakened many people to the issue, and the court case is still an avenue that could eventually improve teaching and learning conditions.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:33 PM I urge all teachers to fight and say NO to this deal. Retired teacher who had to retire because horrendous work conditions. Make me proud. They will not last long if you say NO! I know this is tough, but there is money and I hear that Van City does offer loan at low to 0 %. Banks do allow you to miss a mortgage payment. Go talki to your banker.Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM Will school districts require teachers to make up missed days, as suggested in the media? Will the school calendar be changing to make up for the missed three weeks and if so will we be made aware of those changes PRIOR to the vote? ReplyDelete KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:41 PM "Wages..... We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut." And that is the cost of going on strike!!! There is nothing that can be done about that. You cannot go on strike and put up the raise you want every week to compensate for your time on strike - it doesn't work that way.ReplyDelete Replies Drew StevensonSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:59 AM I believe the missing "..." Suggests that they meant to refer to the losses against inflation since the last wage step increase. Thus this contract does not allow us to recover the buying power lost to inflation since the last non contract or "0%" year. Add those up and compare against the proposed increase and you see that by the end of the contract, we won't be able to afford the same value of goods (loaves of bread, watts of energy, litres of gas) that we could at the end of the last contracts term. It was not a comment about wages that were lost in the strike. Those are really small potatoes when compared to the grinding power of inflation over years and years. The next contract will use this latest for a bench mark so these losses to inflation will grind at all teachers for as long as they teach. A death of a thousand cuts to our ability to afford basic goods and services. Any raise less than inflation is a cut to the value placed on us and on our ability to pay our bills. Delete Reply Ed SSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:09 PM Having lost $20,000 (including summer school wages) as the single income for a family of five is far too much; I will be voting YES to the deal, unless the independently wealthy teachers out there who wish to continue the strike will pay my bills and mortgage for me.ReplyDelete Replies Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:14 PM I feel ya. Yes for meDelete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:18 AM Ed S. With all due respect (and I mean that), how did you lose $20,000 in the strike? Teachers were out 2 weeks (all out) before they were supposed to be in June, and now 3 weeks for the start of school? It is my understanding that teachers don't get paid through the summer months. Please correct me if I'm wrong, wherever I'm wrong. Shouldn't you have been financially alright for the summer months at least? Also all teachers knew this strike had a possibility of extending into the new school year but no one teacher budgeted for this possibility? I'm truly just trying to get a clear picture of where this all stems. NO disrespect intended.Delete BlairSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:12 AM Kelly, not Ed but if you look at the numbers there was the 10% lockout haircut in May/June plus the loss of most of June and the loss of much of September. In our 1 teacher (1 non) household we calculated a $9 K - $10 K loss so far. If you add summer school earnings you can easily make the loss in the $20 k zone. As for budgeting, we budget for the summer, but did not expect the 10% haircut, nor the loss of June/Sept days which completely messed our budgeting calculations. A very good friend (single teaching mother) was crushed by the loss of the June income and is without a penny today.Delete Mr. SmoothSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:35 PM The only one who didn't get a haircut was Jim Iker... and he needs one more than anyone else. What's with that over-coiffed 70"s mullet Jim? Does wonders for the BCTF brand image!Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:55 PM Jim's hair is not open for discussion in a respectful space like this. As for his salary, he is a teacher who does not get paid when we are on strike.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:04 PM Totally agree!Delete Reply Mr. GSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:24 PM If I thought they could do any better I would agree with voting NO, but you have to be realistic. The BCTF does not use professionals to bargain and always ends up with much less than they promise the membership when asking for a strike vote. While this is not a great deal for teachers, I really think you're fooling yourself if you think it'll get any better.ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:02 AM BCTF needs to be replaced with younger more adept representatives and advocates. Also, we should be hiring professional contract negotiators - you don't go into battle with cut throat corporate types with a wooden knife. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:37 PM This is BAD deal! Say NO to it and show those (expletives) that we will not take it anymore! Come on! Show them that teachers have a spine! They will respect us, oddly!Delete Reply retaSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:51 PM I agree with Richard. Those in the public that are uniformed would be furious, and there are many teachers who just can't afford to use their wages as their voice any longer - too much has already been donated to the government. In my opinion, the deal is pretty lame. I am sitting on the fence.ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:24 AM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:26 AM So true!!! I cannot afford to fight this battle for public education any longer. Why is this my personal and professional obligation??? However I think this deal is weak weak weak. I also think its the best we are going to get. Ideologically I'm on the fence but my wallet will vote YES.Delete Reply SirThinksToo MuchSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:54 PM My wife and I will be voting "Yes" on Thursday for it is the middle path. The easy path would have been for us to go back to school with E-80 & E-81 over our heads. The difficult path would be for us to vote "No" and put our mortgage at risk and having to continue asking retired parents for handouts to feed a family with three kids. The middle path is the wisest choice for us considering the current political climate in which those who do not teach are the quickest to judge it harshly.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:41 PM I understand that this is really tough for you! I almost died teaching a few month ago. I had to quit. Please consider holding on and say no. Remember the short loss in salary will be offset in the LONG-RUn by better salary increase. This is a joke! They will be laughing at you even more if we accept this. This is a very bad deal! However, I do respect your position!Delete Reply DaleSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:16 AM Why would classroom conditions be better on October 9th after being legislated back? We have been outplayed because of our stubborn refusal to outdated, tired old tactics. It is because of these actions that have led us to this terrible deal. Time to reset, regroup and stock up for the long haul. Can't do it if half the members commit hara kiri on themselves. We are a union of professionals not a cult. ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:49 AM Could not agree more.Delete schreck!September 17, 2014 at 9:44 AM Could you please advise which tactics you believe could have been used to secure a superior deal?Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:47 AM Full disclosure: I'm a BC Liberal supporter. The only people who would benefit from a NO vote are the BC Liberals. Teachers would be bargaining with no leverage whatsoever and would be viewed by a large segment of the population as unreasonable. The BC Liberals then get portray themselves as the only party capable of dealing with the BCTF. schreck! says that the BCTF has the government on the ropes, but he couldn't be farther from the truth. The government wants people to view the BCTF as their primary opponent. Disputes like this just shore up the BC Liberal base and protect its right flank. Any half-baked recall campaign will only reinforce that. It's true teachers aren't going to recoup the lost wages from the strike. I would suggest to you that that means this job action was probably not in teachers' interests, especially without any sort of appreciable strike fund. This is the best deal teachers were ever going to get with this government and people should have been able to recognize that in June. If you want my advice (which you probably don't), it would be to spend the next 5 years building up a strike fund, electing better leaders, and hiring a professional negotiating team. Don't bring a knife to a gunfight and expect things to go well. Focus on getting the best deal you can from whoever the government is rather than trying to change the government, the HST, Kinder Morgan or a thousand different issues that distract from education and erode the union's finances further. You'd be doing yourself a favour, and probably doing the NDP a favour at the same time. Also, if schreck! is David Schreck, you can thank his opposition to STV for the last two BC Liberal majorities. I know I do.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:11 PM One step would be to stop making political contributions to the NDP. This only contributes to the childish animosity and lack of trust that has constantly characterized negotiations. How else can the Socreds/Liberals view teachers except as enemies when they so publicly support their opponents. This stupid confrontational immature approach has to STOP!!!!! Education should not be a political fight when it is so obviously a valuable benefit to our society. It was an NDP government that legislated teachers back to work in 1993. Stop making education a political fight.Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:10 PM I don't think they have to go that far. CUPE and the Nurses still contribute to the NDP yet they don't have the same acrimonious relationship. CUPE and the Nurses just make their members their priority, and broader advocacy second.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:55 PM Ryan (possibly a Liberal paid commenter), with all due respect, I disagree with you. The cumulative increase in lieu of this will be better. Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can. I say to Iker, ask for 6% over 3 years because these people love to play the 15% over 15 year game to make it so big on the surface. Some people think that this is 15% every year. Believe me! I have seen it in comment sections. Others believe that the 15% is too high not understanding that they must divide things over the duration of the contract. It is time that we play it smarter. It is time to put the foot down and ask for money given to us by other unions, if it is needed. Banks can accept one late mortgage payment. It would be suicidal for them to not help. Imagine the possible damage if that ever leaks out. They could lose a lot in teacher money. I for one would pull my money out of a bank in support! Teachers are going to show this government that we have a spine! Enough is enough! Aren't you tired of being treated like kids? (Retired teacher who almost died in a car accident because of work conditions that were horrendous. I had to quit.)Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 AM Not paid by the BC Liberals. I pay them actually... :/ I imagine astroturfers of any affiliation wouldn't disclose their bias. "Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can." How did that work in May 2013? If the teachers reject a contract that their own union endorsed, it will make teachers seem unreasonable. Whether that perception is true or fair is irrelevant. It's what will happen, and teachers will be weaker as a result. Take my advice. Build up a strike fund and focus on the internal governance of the BCTF for the next 6 years. You'll be better off for it. Or not. I don't mind you or others making it easier for the party I support to get elected. I'd just rather not see kids and teachers hurt in the process.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:37 AM Ah! The "don't-hurt-kids" card, hey, when you have underfunded education for 12 years! WOW! That takes the cake! Are your trolling? Oh! You are serious? :) Would you be surprised if I don't follow your advice, considering your lack of logic? Would you be surprised if others don't follow your advice? It is ttue that bullies like you and your ilks love to show who is the boss, who is the teacher now! I suspect that is at the root of the problem! No one wants to fail in school! No one wants to get the strap! Sad that today's teachers don't like it too! But, who cares, we are ... teachers! We deserve it! BAH! BAH! BAH!Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:22 PM That's fine. I look forward to another 16 years of BC Liberal government.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:41 PM 16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate! Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan! Sociopaths do that!Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 9:35 AM "16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate!" 16 years of our opponents still don't understand why they lost. Like I said, that's fine with me. If I said the Liberals would be in power for at least another 13 years back in 2004 you probably would have laughed too. Heck, if I told you on May 13 last year that the BC Liberals would be reelected on May 14 you'd probably have laughed too. And you were wrong. Why is that? Answer that question if you want the NDP to win the next election. Without a correct answer to it, the NDP's cause is hopeless. "Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan!" You feel they are flawed, and that's fine. I don't go around calling people who disagree with me sociopaths, nor do I accuse them of being paid shills. But I also don't feel much need to address your ad hominems. There are logical arguments to support your position, but argumentum ad hominem is not one of them. It's a textbook logical fallacy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 1:15 PM Ah! Now I get it! It is all ego-based! You think because you voted the winning party that you are a winner and we are losers! You think because you predicted that the Liberals would win, you are winner. That does not make YOU a winner or the Liberals! It is called DEMOGRAPHICS, you expletives. The baby boomers are getting old and because they have more assets and won't make a whole lot more for too long, they need to vote a govn't who is going to do just that! It is not rocket science! WOW! You think you are so superior when your party stole an election with 47% of the popular vote. That's not a majority and your party should not have been elected. BTW, did you delete from your ethical memory the words Ethnic voting scandal? The field is slanted and you know it. However, you are so willing to minimize, forget the scams and bad fairplay tactics like a sociopath is allowed to minimize or ignore his or victims emotions that you don't see that you are the loser, we are the victim of your constant bullying. 1% wage increases after years of 0% increases and you can justify that when Yahoo reports that the average Canadian can hope to get 2.5% this and next year: https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html You Liberals behave like fascists, but we can't call you that because that's not allowed! Well! Guess what? It is and you are. Live with it! You keep on dreaming you are a genius! :) I am retired, getting soon a nice pension, and laughing at you from a beach somewhere! AHAHA! Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 2:14 PM What's with the name calling Peter? For someone claiming to be retired you really don't show the wisdom of age. For someone who talks about logic, you use logical fallacies like ad hominems a lot too. It's a fair point that the BC Liberals didn't get a majority of the vote (and I'm a very big supporter of electoral reform). The BC Liberals + Conservatives did though, and I don't think it's realistic to expect the BC Conservatives to have been more generous had they been part of government. Last time I checked I just voted. I didn't "victimize" anyone. Perhaps your rage is misplaced. If you think the election was "stolen" I'm afraid I have to question your grasp on reality though. "Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?" I'm glad you'll have a pleasant retirement Peter. I have no ill will towards you. I'm not sure why you think I do. I'm not saying people were *right* to vote BC Liberal. That's a matter of opinion. All I'm saying is people *did* vote BC Liberal. More voted BC Liberal than BC NDP for the last 5 elections in a row actually. You need to understand why that happened in order to change it for the next election. Clearly you're not interested in that though. Which is fair enough. Just remember next time you're upset about something the BC Liberals do that your lack of interest is part of why the BC Liberals get elected at all.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 3:23 PM I love your culture --or the lack of thereof! Guess what, stop thinking averybody is white and must follow your little rules. Namecalling? Sociopath? Whaaaat? And, what if you are? Still can't call you that? :) You fascist right-wingers are big on censorship! I just don't like you giving us lessons on how to get the NDP in. As stated, people are voting right of the NDP because it is a matter of demographics and a little ethnic vote buying on the side. The rest is mumbo jombo. Yes, of course, they will have to go on strike in the future and yes they will have to build a strike fund. The Liberals stole that from the BCTF too! And, you wonder why I don't have any respect for them? Yes, electoral reform is needed! We agree!Delete Reply JJ GeorgeSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:46 AM As a parent, I support the teachers and respect whether they choose to vote yes or no. However I noticed a discrepancy here from other information I've read regarding prep time for elementary teachers. Here it states minimal improvement to prep time - only 10 minutes per week being added. Elsewhere I read that it is 100 minutes per week for prep, increasing by an additional 10 minutes in the final year. That is a significant difference, and worth noting. Or have I completely misunderstood?ReplyDelete Replies Anne-MarieSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:59 AM Elementary teachers currently have 90 minutes of preparation time per week so an increase to 100 minutes per week is only gaining 10 minutes. In other provinces and some private schools they have as much as 45 minutes of prep time per day.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:56 PM Thank you for inquiring!Delete DW ZSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:57 PM You're right JJ George. There is a significant difference around the province regarding preparation times. In my district elementary teachers currently get 100 minutes of prep time. This new proposal is useless to me. I'll have to wait 6 years to gain an extra 10 minutes. Delete Reply UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:11 AM Almost nobody gets cost of living adjustments. Also inflation is NOT 2%. Do some research and look at the CPI for BC over the last 24 months. The average over the last 2 years is 0.7%, not 2%. The CPI changes every month so you cant just look at the highest month and declare that THE inflation rate. Check out the 12 month averages document for the actual numbers. http://www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/StatisticsBySubject/Economy/ConsumerPriceIndex.aspx All that being said I support the teachers. if you think this is a bad deal as a parent my dream would be for the teachers to vote no but continue bargaining because I do think the kids need to be in school and I do fear that the teachers will lose all support if the strike continues. All I ask as a parent is that you do your own research and try not to be swayed by all the opinions. ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:01 AM Inflation for August was 2.1% (http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/economy/cpi-report-expected-to-reveal-rise-in-canadas-core-inflation-rate/article20593943/). The CPI is a year-over-year calculation.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:43 AM Inflation should be looked at as a yearly average, not an individual month.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:34 PM The lawyers do not believe we have compromised our court deal. Our leadership would not have sold us out. We dodged a bullet. The Premier had something loaded even if we are not sure what it was. The idea that we could simply return to work is not guaranteed. I think a no vote could easily lead to the Liberals locking us out again because the Premier wants to crush us and she will use any excuse. She did not want to take the advice of her people and do this deal. I am certain a plan for drastic action (where we have to take the concessions they had planned) or worse - was in place. We can't guarantee the press will do any better job explaining the complexities should we say no. They rarely sided with us in markets outside of Vancouver where people are more political and they often misled or allowed others to mislead. They are not helping and would sensationalize. This would see dissolution of support very quickly - especially if we asked for wages. (Though admittedly it angers me that we can't ask for wages without being accused of being greedy when that is what most bargaining units do). But we have argued this is about kids and while this is not ideal - it is better to have teachers than not. The deal does suck in that it does not bring us to par - but this fight needs to be won with a strategy that is political and capacity will do that in another round. We have some support - but it is limited to the choir. We need to have the pews too. We need to build that capacity while working and continue to find allies because the fight is bigger than most people want to consider. This is about ideology and about privatization. Education always was political but never more so than now and we have to fight this party or the conservatives who would do the same or worse. No teacher who is responsible can ignore the politics any longer. That is simply the truth. If you work in the system you better get informed and you better be prepared to fight until retirement for the system. That said, I want to ask the same question others are asking: Why is this the job of 42,000 teachers and not the job of all citizens who want equality to fight for this right? It is time (while the conversation is still on-going and up to and including election night) for us to guide the public where we can but mainly play our part by not propping the system up. Make poverty known. Make noise about shortfalls, ask questions (in the media or in board offices ) about who is going to fix it instead of paying ourselves, volunteer some but wait for the pubic to step up so they see what schools lack. I hate the deal too. But I trust Vince Ready and Iker and I don't think we could have done better right now. I think we dodged a bullet because I have read everything this government has put out and followed the trail. They plan to privatize and they are just looking for the route. Voting YES for now does not mean we are giving up. It does not mean a win in the way we wanted but we have won a battle that will lead to us winning the war. If we don't rest up and stock up we might not get there.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:57 PM Well, if it is bigger than just this battle, then we will need ALL the unions to strike if they do indeed use drastic (draconian) measures. I say it is time for ALL of the unions to call a general strike. I guarantee that they will not like that one bit. What will they do then? Call the army? :) People in Europe, at the end of the 19th century stood up in mines. General strikes do occur in Europe and have. If you think you had it tough, think of them who stood tall for US in tougher times and conditions. Make sacrifices. Sell furniture. Tutor on the side. Ask for the BCTF money. Ask your banker to help. As friends and relatives. If we say NO, it won't last long. If they legislate us back, let's call a general province-wide strike of all unions. Delete Reply Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:47 AM Between CC's smug smile as she celebrates slaughtered teachers and Jim Iker's goofy grin - seemingly unaware that he has been a willing puppet, I am thoroughly disgusted. Over the next 5 years, teachers will be in an increasingly bad situation financially, classrooms will continue to be too large and complex with increasing medical, social and environmental issues impacting academic delivery. It could not be less obvious that things will continue to worsen. The Liberals have ensured that BC is rapidly becoming the Canadian Monaco for rich off shore interests and wealthy corporations. Soon the underpaid "workers" will have to be bussed in daily to Vancouver - Asian style. The only recourse is to move to just about any other province and bring in up to $100,000 more over the six years with much less cost of living. So we are bailing, encouraged by friends who have gotten positions in Manitoba and Alberta. My colleagues and I discovered through contacting several school boards across Canada that specialist (special needs and behavioural) and secondary science teachers are in particular demand. I want to work in a professional, respectful environment where the needs of all children are considered a priority and where I feel inspired to do my best. However, I want my vote to reflect the wishes of teachers who will be here over the next 6 (5) years, so very much appreciate your blog and opportunity to read the comments.ReplyDelete Bert SlaterSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:11 AM To vote YES will throw away 12 years of effort, and 2 victories in BC Supreme Court. To vote YES will be to snatch defeat from the jaws of victory. If you vote YES what bargaining power do you think you will have - the government will do nothing, and then what do you think you will do - take job action? PLEASE VOTE NO.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:59 PM Time to show you have a spine!Delete Reply RodSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:06 AM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Cool HandSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 AM Wouldn't a 'No' vote be a vote of no confidence in the BCTF itself?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:02 AM Not at all. It is just a message to the leadership we need to do better. The strength of the union is the members, and we support the leadership by giving them direction through democratic means.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:40 PM I disagree. How else can a recommendation by the EC to vote yes be interpreted? Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:00 PM I am sure people will interpret this both ways, but it is a vote. If it is supposed to be a "Yes", because it might be interpreted one way, then why bother having a vote?Delete Kate TSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:07 AM Yes , it would be. I don't think we could come out much better than this with this government. How will a No obtain that? Christy will be happy, she can declare the BCTF gone and roll out her plan to privatize. Delete Reply David DeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:06 AM A no vote would be a rejection of a the court victories defied by the government and an inadequate deal containing some vague promises that won't meet the needs of teachers or students on class size and other important issues.In Ontario elementary teachers get 200 minutes of prep time per 5 day cycle. I know there is financial hardship, but the union has received close to $2 million in donations from other unions; is there no way of accessing hardship funds? At minimum, vote no and return to work on work to rule with various strike options.ReplyDelete Erica JonesSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:25 AM This article actually makes me so mad. It is NOT better for the kids that they have missed almost all of june and all of september. This is what you signed up for in BC as a teacher. Get on board or GET OUT.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:20 PM Is this really what teachers signed up for? At my high school, each class has about 30 kids, with an average of 17 kids per classroom with an identified learning disability. Our district says that there should be no more than 4 kids per classroom.. How do you expect non-specialist teachers to help each student when over half of them require more resources because of a learning disability? Furthermore, are you generalizing the "better-ness" to all the kids in BC? Because I don't think that it would be better if kids went back considering the learning environment isn't up to par. There are barely any Education Assistants, and support teachers for the multitude of children who need them. While I recognize and appreciate your enthusiasm for education, please realize that the public school system isn't a daycare. Also, please think about your words and the learning environment prior to speaking out. By the way, we're not an autocracy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:08 PM I can understand your frustration! Understand mine! I almost died at 7:30 pm one night returning from teaching a FI split class with several students who did not get enough support or no support at all. The principal expressed to me that he expected me to teach 2 different social studies programs and 2 different science programs. ANYONE I talked to knows that this is impossible to do, especially in French Immersion when kids get no support at home and books are often too hard for students to read. I had to quit my job. I did it for me and did it for the kids. I was like a surgeon who is asked to operate on 5 patients with an old scalpel with 2 inexperienced nurses. Predictably, 4 patients would die and I would be reprimanded! Teachers are put in terrible conditions and kids too. I hope you have the openmind to consider the reality of this honest personal anecdote. I also wish you to understand that this is likely not an isolated incident. What will it take? A kid to commit suicide because he or she is not getitng enough support?Delete Reply hilarySeptember 17, 2014 at 10:29 AM It is incorrect to equate lost funding with what the teachers would have received in grievances. The two are not equivalent. The starting position of the BCTF was $225M, so they never expected $3B to resolve grievances. I'm also interested to know where you get your figures on overcrowded classrooms. A recent Globe and Mail article says that classrooms are, on average, smaller than the caps set in 2002.ReplyDelete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:36 AM The signing bonus should be roughly $2500 each: 105 million divided by 41 thousand.ReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:53 AM It is not that simple. The $105 million is to be allocated by the union. The term "signing bonus" has been crossed off on the signed document. Some of that money may be used to pay union debts. Don't know this but clarification would be useful.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:16 PM Just quoting from the CBC news website, "And finally there are details of $105-million fund to settle grievances stemming from the ongoing court case. The BCTF says that money will be given out as a signing bonus, with specific amount yet to be determined."Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:34 AM I think it would be smart to put at least part of it into your strike fund.Delete Reply WheelsSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:55 AM If the money is used as a signing bonus, it should be based on FTEReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:12 PM Yes I am sure it will be based on FTE. The question is how much of the $105 Million is actually distributed. This is up to the union, and I am told that it is yet to be decided.Delete GuruSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:44 PM And don't forget all the retired teachers who are entitled to a share of it.Delete Reply Geoff OrmeSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:18 PM In another discussion of this someone suggested that under BC Labour Law a no vote means rejection of the proposed deal, and that means the strike continues until either: - the union in question elects to stand down - another tentative deal is presented or - the government imposes a legislated contract. I think the last of these is the most likely, and I believe the legislated contract would be draconian and brutal. What do you think, Tara? Also, I would appreciate your thoughts on Sandy Garossino's comments at https://storify.com/Garossino/should-teachers-accept-the-contractReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:14 PM If this is so, in a few month (likely a couple of years), teachers will win so much more with a Supreme Court judgment! It is possible that the Liberals know that the higher courts are stacked by Liberal judges (that is what happen when judges are chosen, not elected). In any case, a negative settlement (or not a great judgment) will galvinize the public to reform the way the Supreme court judges are being chosen. I doubt that any govn't will want that to happen. A legislated contract will make the LIbs look like sociopaths and dictators.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:47 PM Peter I think you are expecting far too much from the public, many of whom are only paying attention to this matter due to kids being home from school. The public are not remotely this savvy on the political process.Delete Reply IslanderSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:09 PM I am a continuing education teacher. We have it even worse and we are not listened to enough about our poor conditions. Those include no prep time (and we do have to mark and do report cards many times a year sometimes and commonly for 30 students in a class), travelling to different schools with no compensation, and having next to no breaks in between 3 hour classes. I worked for two years with no lunch break and taught 6 hours straight (just 15 min. breaks) to be told, "don't complain since there are others who will do it". We then got 15 min. breaks in between classes. Most of our students are wealthy immigrants, many who try to stay in classes as long as possible since the classes are free. After spending a year in Germany, I realize how better organized it is where the immigrants pay to learn the language on a sliding scale, and have to pay for a student book as well for each class. We do not even have text books, but photocopy so much at tax payers' expense. This is not right. I then teach summer school since we were not on a 12 month continual salary and most of those students are also immigrants (at least 75%). This is also free and it is becoming so common and the new immigrants know this is free babysitting and tutoring. I think one main problem is that we have so many new immigrants in our classes who need ESL like this article states about our inclusion style of education nowadays: http://www.vancouversun.com/life/Shelley+Fralic+trouble+with+schools/10203596/story.html I am honored to be teaching and like my job, but it does get exhausting especially since I need two or three jobs to pay the mortgage that I now no longer have.. back to renting since it all I can afford in this city that has become so expensive. And many don't realize that it is very very difficult to get to full time work as a teacher here. There was a formula that made it take about 10 years to get to f/t (now finally changed). I have been without pay for 3 months, and now had to finally rent a place in anticipation of returning to work, so I have to vote "yes", but please keep the comments coming for what alternatives we have. Maybe we have to just educate the public in a better way than picketing; maybe get out and walk around malls and talk to people and hand out pamphlets on how this liberal government is hurting this. Most Asians (probably just the new who are from such a different system) are already against the teachers since they do not seem to understand what is going on. http://www.vancouversun.com/Business/asia-pacific/Chuck+Chiang+Many+Asian+families+place+blame/10202757/story.htmlReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:17 PM First of all, myn thoughts are with you! I think your ideas about using different strategies is smart. Picketing is not a very good strategy to let people know about things. I think using the membership to flood media comment sections would be more effective. Going to talk to the public might be a good idea along with this, I think. Phone the BCTF and ask for support.Delete Reply Marsha HolleySeptember 17, 2014 at 1:36 PM A teachers wife Vote no you have come to far to back down. It is a -----Y DEAL. ReplyDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:45 PM Ask yourself WHY teachers cannot get 1/2 of the average increase in salary of the private sector? (The Libs will tell you because there are sooooooo many teachers, but I also hear that there are provinces where there is a need for teachers!) TORONTO - A new study says that Canadians, on average, can expect about the same size salary increase next year as in 2014. Human resources consultants Pal Benefits says a survey of 401 organizations, mainly in Ontario, Alberta and British Columbia, projected salary increase for 2015 at an average of 2.79 per cent. That was almost unchanged from the 2.74 per cent average increase projected in last year's survey. Meanwhile, in addition to the average salary increase remaining relatively steady year over year, the survey found that the percentage of employers who plan to freeze salaries appears to have stabilized at eight per cent —in the same percentages as was projected in 2014. Breaking down the numbers further, the survey found the average salary increase anticipated in the engineering, financial services and high technology sectors was three per cent. That compared with an average of 2.5 per cent on the low end for organizations in durable manufacturing. https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.htmlReplyDelete "Mama Rose"September 17, 2014 at 9:12 PM I used to agree with you, Tara, and appreciate you bringing these items to your blog to get us all thinking. But after a very long night and day of research and discussion, I realize I will be voting yes tomorrow. Here is why: I don't care about salary or benefit increases. That is not why I went on strike. I don't care if this tentative deal is not good for teachers. That's not why I went on strike either. For me, the single most important issue is class size and composition. I want to work in a classroom where I have enough time and resources available to me to adequately help all the students I teach. And while it is true that this tentative deal will not change anything in the classrooms right now (or at least most of our classrooms), I realized that we couldn't actually make changes in that area because the issues of cs and c is before the courts. When I made that connection and realized that this round of bargaining was really about a "good enough" agreement regarding wages, then the deal seems, well... good enough. BUT, the best part, is the language the BCTF legal team made around the furture court decision (the re-opener). They have it in writing that if we win the court case (which is likely) and when we have to start bargaining class size and comp again (that is exactly what Justice Susan Griffin said we would have to do) we will be STARTING from the 2002 levels. To make this simple to understand, I explained it to my friends using a number line. With this new language, the BCTF starts the next round of bargaining at say a 50. The government will want us to go to 10 or 15, and we'll compromise and end up maybe 25. But WITHOUT that language, we would have started bargaining at a 10 and only gone down from there. So I do believe it is the best deal possible, it still factors in the biggest issue (from my perspective), we do not lose the important gains of the past, and most importantly, everyone gets to go back to school.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 PM Mam Rose, I appreciate your point of view and your courage. However, let me point out to you and the readers that a decision at the BC supreme court might not turn out the way teachers anticipate. We all know that judges are appointed and who does the appointing? "All justices of the BCSC (including the position of Chief Justice and Associate Chief Justice) are appointed by the federal cabinet, on recommendation of the Minister of Justice. Masters are appointed by the provincial cabinet, on recommendation of the Attorney General in consultation with the Chief Justice." (Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Supreme_Court_of_British_Columbia) Now, I would like to think that all of those people are objective, but they are appointed and we know that there are political appointments. They have a lot of discretion over the laws and judgments. I am willing to bet that the BC Liberals do know this and are betitng the farm (or do they know something we don't know) that the Supreme Courts are stacked against teachers? So, I am not sure if we can count on a WIN if we proceed with the court ruling. I think we would be better to negotiate and negotiate a better deal.Delete Reply retaSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:57 AM Yes...no...yes...no...The last two days have been this. I’ve read so many articles and comments over the past few months and, I can say, I have learned a lot. I know this is not a great deal for teachers right now. I will be voting yes. This is why… 1. The children. Without going into the multiple issues (e.g., grad, post secondary, trades, sports, global education/trips, planned activities, those with varying degrees of special needs, those that need a soft place to land, etc., etc.) the children need to get on with their education. 2. The parents. For many parents, this strike is a financial burden. We do not like to be called baby sitters, but for many living below the poverty line, school is a financial relief. Winter is coming; gas bills will be expensive. 3. Poverty. Remember, BC has the highest child poverty rate in Canada. Schools feed and clothe numerous children. 4. The other systems educators work collaboratively with. MFCD, CYMH, foster parents, group homes, and the multitude of non-profit agencies that support vulnerable children and families are bursting at the seams. We are a part of that team. 5. CUPE. While some have been paid during this strike, that money is coming from districts. It was not provided by the government. And, CUPE is a partner in education - from the bus drivers to the tech dept to custodians to secretaries to EAs and so on. 6. Small Businesses. In our little towns, the school district is the number one employer. There is a direct cause-effect relationship between loss of wage and loss of business. 7. Money. The amount of money that is needed to reverse the erosion of the public education system over numerous years cannot be recouped in one sitting. This agreement is a start. It’s not much but the stage has been set. 8. THE COURT CASE. That is why we were on strike. All the other stuff could have been resolved months ago, but our government was working hard to make the court case go away. Well, it still exists. I consider that the victory. We live to fight another day (as rhetorical as that sounds) AND I hope people actually read the ruling and think critically about how a loss could impact the future of the Charter of Rights, and the power of government to contravene those rights. I am guessing we will vote to ratify as so many fear “what’s next?” from this government. It’s nasty business, and I think legislation would be next. VALUING PUBLIC EDUCATION needs to come from a STRONG, CONSISTENT public voice. If we do ratify the agreement, and those in the profession and public think we've given up, we have not. We’ve been fighting for years. We just haven’t been heard… until now. ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:21 AM I understand your point of view, but sometimes you have to fight to get what you want. This is a VERY bad deal, considering: Other people get on average 2.5% salary increases last year and this year and the next and the rest of us get 1% and must feel happy if we do.? (https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html) THIS DEAL is a horrendously BAD deal for kids/parents as well, of course. We are going to continue to be humiliated and be the laughing stock of many people of this province. After a decade of paycuts, WOW, this is what they are willing to offer! WOW! WOW! WOW!Delete Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:30 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Reply Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:37 PM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:08 PM Let's cross our fingers! I think we need a general strike by all unions if CC legislates teachers back. It is time to put the foot down and tell her and the Liberals that, as in the movie Network,"I am mad as hell and I won't take it anymore!"Delete Reply Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 8:26 PM Needs help on some stats for an online debate Looking for the last 10 or 15 years of contractual salary increases in %. So, 1% for 2001, 0% for 2002,...ReplyDelete Children FirstSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:00 PM Well it's all done now. Really hope the teacher's can find another angle to deal with class size and composition as well as student funding. The government will make sure the coming court case never swings your way no matter what. 2nd most expensive place to live in the the world!!! Wonder why and where the money goes??? ReplyDelete AnonSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 PM I'm an outsider, but have followed closely this whole fiasco and this is a RAW deal. Your union hung you out to dry on this one - taking a really bad deal (clearly no one from the BCTF had rudimentary math skills in their toolbox) and then publicly encouraging to the media that teachers accept the deal....what choice did you have - a no vote would have outraged the public. I could go on and on, but the bottom line, in my opinion, is that your union better get some stronger leaders who are PR and technology savvy. Out with Iker and the rest of those who bargained on your behalf - they just got ......well , we know that happened. Whew, can't even believe how screwed you got, absolutely amazing - nothing meaningful gained in the big picture and only very minor gains for a small group of people, bigger losses for the majority.. Wow - I better stop now. Best of luck. Thanks for all you do for our children. ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ▼  September (9) Reflections on the BC Teacher Strike BC Teacher strike - Lessons learned Response to Sandy Garossino Will the Education Fund improve classroom conditio... Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Class composition: a human rights perspective Class size and composition - a short visual histor... Guest post - I WILL HOLD THE LINE Teachers - let your leadership know it is time to ... ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20170418,bctf.ca,http://bctf.ca/history/collections/songdetail.aspx?id=44434,BCTF Online Museum > Songs   Welcome Rooms Collections Resources Search Menu Collections  >  History in Song As Long As It Takes Geoff Peters and Marion Runcie October 2005 This song became the theme song for the October 2005 strike, and was sung on picket lines and at rallies all around BC, including with 20,000 people at the Legislature in Victoria. The story of its creation is amusing. Robert Tarswell, President, Princeton District Teachers’ Union kept leaving urgent messages on our answering machine. We played telephone tag for a few days as we prepared for a weekend camping trip. The urgent problem? “We are having a rally on Monday and we need you to write a new song. It has to be about staying on the picket line as long as it takes to get what we want this time.”  Robert can be very persuasive, so we took it on. Our road trip would have to detour over the Hope-Princeton and our first campsite would be his back yard. Between teaching and packing we put some ideas together. The song was finished on the freeway just east of Chilliwack. In Princeton, Robert had arranged for a teacher couple, Shirley and Wah Fee Low, with a recording studio, to make a CD. We continued our trip. Some Princeton teachers performed the song, and by the time we returned home, the song had been shared all over the province.  A web site was created by a teacher we had never met, called As Long As It Takes, as a repository for photos, songs, chants, rants and more. Melody: I Feel Like I’m Fixing To Die Rag, Country Joe and the Fish, 1965 © 201617 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/TeacherNewsmag.aspx?id=13222&fid=7646&printPage=true,BCTF > Teacher Newsmagazine, May/June 1999, Volume 11, Number 7  	BCTF Teacher Newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 1999 Teacher Newsmagazine of the B.C. Teachers’ Federation May/June 1999, Volume 11, Number 7  This month's issue is also available in PDF format. Click here or on the image above for the PDF version. Table of Contents An appetite for language learning Critical Incident Teams of the Lower Mainland Cuba visit Harassment vs. negative behaviour: What’s the difference? Mrs. Tebbutt is retiring National Aboriginal Day PD Days not for school accreditation Project overseas Nepal Sikhs celebrate special holiday Teaching peace in a time of war The arts: what's in it for them? Top 10 lesson aids Viva la solidaridad! What’s in a name—to change or not to change?)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=20592,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > March 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 5, March 2010  BCTF Peru brigade August 2008 and 2009 Over the last two summers, seven BC teachers have traveled to Peru, and in co-operation with SUTEP, Peru’s national teachers’ union, have given English-language methodology workshops to Peruvian teachers. Here are reflections on that experience from three of the teachers. Julia MacRae, Surrey, English teacher and team leader What does it mean for regular BC teachers to give workshops in Peru to regular Peruvian teachers? It means solidarity in action. When we use a few of our union dollars to pay for quality professional development for teachers facing some of the most concerted attacks on their professionalism in the Americas, it means those teachers receive a vital lifeline of moral and pedagogical support. It also is a strong experience of modeling what we consider to be effective and appropriate professional development: teacher-to-teacher sharing. All too often, the Peruvian teachers receive professional development from experts, such as representatives of textbook companies or universities, rather than from other teachers. SUTEP, Peru’s national teachers’ union, is also all too often struggling to respond to more basic concerns of teachers, such as pitifully low salaries and difficult working conditions to be able to offer quality professional development. For the Canadian participants, we benefit from the opportunity to have a fascinating travel experience, far different from the typical tourist experience, as well as very valuable personal professional development. It is challenging to develop, tweak, and deliver a workshop in a different culture and surroundings. We also gain perspective on teachers’ conditions throughout the world, and are able to see first-hand the value of such solidarity action. Suzanne Aubin, Penticton Languages teacher, 2008 Pilot project They hang on my every word. They ask me to repeat, to clarify; they excuse themselves before leaving the room, shake my hand when they arrive. They wear shirts and ties, skirts and heels. All of them intent, keen, oblivious of the fact that they are on vacation. I make those teachers—my students for a week—smile, even laugh. I must be dreaming. I am in a classroom in Lima, Peru, in a convent school of blue painted tiles overlooking the ocean, eight-foot waves crashing against the shore far below. My students are teachers of English, sharing the universal reality of teaching teenagers, struggling with classes of 45 or more, one hour of instruction per week, the absence of TTOCs and hellish transportation to work. They love the hands-on workshops, a novelty to a theory-dominated educational system, and eagerly jot down the structures of what has become standards of language classes in our country: brain-storming, think-pair-share, inside/outside circles, games, cultural activities. They are uplifted, made aware of some light at the end of this tunnel, some reprieve from the monotony of their classes, the apathy of their students, their own sense of isolation. We stress the point that they have each other, that they need to build a network once we have left, that they can exchange and reduce the vacuum they see themselves in. They are even talking about participating in an effort to bring us back. In a country where the government openly criticizes teachers and undermines the public school system in order to privatize, the self-esteem of teachers is fragile and responds avidly to any encouragement. After one week of exchange and instruction, they do not want us to leave. We exchange e-mails and they promise to let us know when they try their new tools in their classes and share the results with us. At the closing ceremony, we smile and cry all at once, aware of how tenuous the hope, how formidable the odds. Five days later, on our way to the airport, a last e-mail check reveals an invitation to register in the newly formed “Network of English Teachers in Peru,” with many of the participants already signed in. We could not have had a better closing to this new venture. Laura Barker, Surrey, Adult educator, 2009 team Now that I’m home in the rain and the cold winter weather of Vancouver, what do I remember most about teaching in Peru this summer? I remember the reports we heard in the news before we left about the violence and protests that had been intensifying in Peru. For months, indigenous groups in Peru had staged demonstrations against a series of legislative decrees that threatened their ancestral lands. Concerned about oil and logging development in the Amazon—as well as other neo-liberal policies—people across the country held marches, went on strike, and caused traffic chaos to register their discontent with the government’s policies. Thousands protested and dozens were killed in clashes between police and citizens. I was interested to learn that, along with other trade unions in the country, Peru’s teacher union, SUTEP, was in the forefront of the protests in Peru. Through an inspiring show of solidarity, protesters forced the government to repeal some of its pro-corporate decrees, just a week before we were to arrive. I remember the warmth and enthusiasm from the Peruvian teachers, who often work two jobs to support their families on their meagre teacher’s salary. Despite these challenges, they made long journeys on public transportation to attend our English pedagogy workshops, happy for the rare opportunity to participate in professional development and to make personal connections with Canadian teachers. I remember the first of many participants who thanked me and kissed both cheeks at the end of each session. Many of the teachers wanted multiple photos taken with us at the end of the course. Though we were only there for a week, they secretly organized a lovely closing ceremony in which they sang, danced, performed skits, and offered us traditional gifts and snacks. I also remember arriving at our second location, Piura, in the north. Lorenzo, our SUTEP host there, was on his cell phone constantly, setting up media interviews for us, and juggling his work and union duties. As he walked with us down the main road downtown, giving us a brief tour, he handed out leaflets advertising our workshops to teachers he met in the street. A few days later, in the middle of an excursion he took us to the artisan community of Catacaos. A man rode up to us on his bicycle—he was a reporter, who promptly unstrapped a tape recorder from across his chest and there in the middle of the street interviewed Lorenzo and our team leader Julia. And finally, I remember preparing for my workshop on assessment strategies in language learning classrooms. There’s nothing like having to distill down the essence of your practice into a workshop of a few short hours to make you really articulate the nuggets of what you believe. Once we got to Lima and better understood the needs and the level of the workshop participants, I tweaked the content just a bit. But when we got to the second location in Piura, a more drastic overhaul was necessary to meet the needs of the teachers there. After our first day, we frantically chopped and adjusted our workshops as we had been met with many blank stares in the first session. Turns out my “nuggets” could be distilled even further! Preparing and facilitating a workshop is the best professional development I can think of. And presenting in front of one’s peers is an excellent way to keep honest about what works and make you reflect on your practice. I have many more memories of teaching in Peru this summer—along with thousands of photos—but I am most grateful for the opportunity to work with Canadian and Peruvian colleagues and to be reminded of the importance of union development and solidarity in a developing country. Summer 2010 applications The Peru Project will take place again in the summer of 2010, late-July to mid-August. To find out more, go to “The Peru Project” at bctf.ca/socialjustice.aspx?id=19096; an application is also available here. The application deadline is March 19, 2010. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=10204&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 6, May/June 2003 10 new BCTF lesson aids 1 LA 2096—The Sustainability Road Show. A Fresh Look at the Environment Through Agriculture by B.C. Agriculture in the Classroom Foundation, AgAware BC, Open Learning Agency 15-min. videocassette and 23 p. handbook ©2002. Viewers join host Ryan as he travels British Columbia finding out what sustainability means and how sustainable practices are used in the production of our food. Ryan gets the real story from experts on agricultural choices such as organic farming and genetically modified organisms and discovers that everyone's actions have an impact on our resources. Grade 11. $22.95 2 LA 2097—Put Your Money Where Your Mouth Is. A Fresh Look at Economics Through Agriculture by B.C. Agriculture in the Classroom Foundation, AgAware BC, Open Learning Agency 15-min. videocassette and 22p. handbook ©2002. Viewers follow host Ryan as he explores the hothouses and highways of agricultural production, distribution, and marketing in B.C. On the way, Ryan delves into hot economic issues such as resource sustainability, branding, and international trade. Examining the economic cycle, viewers see how consumer choices have effects that reach far beyond the grocery store. Grade 11. $22.95 3 LA 7076—Rocco's and Jody's Misadventure. A Food Safety Video by Agriculture in the Classroom Foundation 13-min. videocassette and 25p. teacher's guide ©2001. Video and teacher's guide developed to teach students to safely store and prepare foods following the four key messages from the Fight BAC! Program: Chill, Clean, Separate and Cook. The video was created by students at Glenrosa Middle School in Westbank, B.C. Home Economics 7–9, Science 9, and Career and Personal Planning 8–9. $22.95 4 LA 6808—The Woodwork Shop by Mike Fanning 107 p. ©2002. Comprehensive manual written by a regular woodwork teacher to help integrate blind, low vision, and students with special needs into a school woodwork shop. Over 100 pages of photographs, illustrations, tips, ideas, jigs. Areas covered: checking the shop, clamping, hand tools, machines, portable power tools, and much more. Grades 8–12. $29.95 5 LA 8619—Primary Picks: A Collection of Lesson Ideas compiled from B.C. Art Teachers' Association newsletters, 40 p. ©2003. Included in this book are sections on developing art lessons from ideas, a standard lesson plan format, and 19 different art lessons and projects and activities. Grades K–3. $12.95 6 LA 9656—Intermediate Inspirations: A Collection of Lesson Ideas compiled from B.C. Art Teachers' Association newsletters, 37 p. ©2003. Included in this book are sections on developing art lessons from ideas, a standard lesson plan format, and 18 different art lessons and projects and activities. Grades 4–7. $12.95 7 LA 9659—Middle School Musts: A Collection of Lesson Aids compiled from B.C. Art Teachers' Association newsletters, 42 p. ©2003. Included in this book are sections on developing art lessons from ideas, a standard lesson plan format, and 19 different art lessons and projects and activities. Grades 7–10. $12.95 8 LA 9660—Graduation Greats: A Collection of Lesson Ideas compiled from B.C. Art Teachers' Association newsletters, 46 p. ©2003. Included in this book are sections on developing art lessons from ideas, a standard lesson plan format, and 20 different art lessons and projects and activities. Grades 10–12. $12.95 9 LA ESL219—Teaching Global Unity Through Proverbs, Metaphors, and Storytelling by Vivian Chu 108 p. ©2003. This resource book for ESL and English Language Arts teachers includes reproducible interactive language activities on global issues of peace, war, freedom, justice/injustice, social responsibility, poverty, oppression, racism and hope and universal themes of love, wisdom, beauty, truth, good and evil, time, money, persistence, power, caution, death, heaven and angels. Also included are thought-provoking discussions featuring international proverbs, collective metaphors, and storytelling focused on illuminating and increasing consciousness of the sacred unity in humanity. The vision that inspired this book is the awareness that there are tremendous opportunities for ESL teachers to foster intercultural communication and global understanding while in the process of facilitating language acquisition. What is initiated in a class of students from diverse cultures ultimately has rippling effects in the world at large. Grades 4 and up. $19.95 10 F9001—Les maux des mots by Sallie Boschung, 60-min. videocassette ©2002. Cette trousse est un outil pour améliorer la compréhension en lecture des élèves en immersion. Il y a une vidéo de 60 minutes qui démontre comment enseigner 4 stratégies de compréhension de lecture dans la salle de classe. Il y a un cahier d'exercices qui accompagne la vidéo ainsi qu'un manuel en anglais pour expliquer les stratégies aux parents. Une ressource utile à avoir dans une bibliothèque de l'élémentaire. De la 3e année à la 7e année. $59.95 Many curriculum resources and information are available at www.bcalmer.ca/. For a complete listing of over 900 BCTF Lesson Aids, consult the cataloque in your school library or the Lesson Aids online catalogue. bctf.ca/LessonAids To order any of the above lesson aids, enclose a cheque payable to the BCTF or authorized purchase order to BCTF Lesson Aids Service 100-550 West 6th Avenue, Vancouver, BC V5Z 4P2. GST and postage/ handling are included in the prices. Orders are sent by return mail.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "RT @nationalpost: Tories' temporary foreign worker overhaul is 'tragically misdirected': Christy Clark http://t.co/EV5YPyV9lC" @John_Yap - 02:49pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=32096&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > March 2014 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 26, Number 5, March 2014   Solidarity spotlight  Educators in private post-secondary institutions join union The Education and Training Employees’ Association (ETEA), a local of the Federation of Post Secondary Educators (FPSE) represents private college instructors at various institutions in BC. As their website states, ETEA is dedicated to lifting the professional profile of private institution educators in BC. Establishing the best possible working conditions and raising teachers’ salaries commensurate to the work they do and to conform with established Canadian teachers’ living standards is their goal.   To date, ETEA has organized at least seven private institutions including, International Language Schools of Canada, EC English, Pacific Language Institute, Bodwell Language School, and the Vancouver branch of the New York Institute of Technology. Korean teacher leader freed Kim Jeonghun, President of the Korean Teachers’ Union (KTU), was released on December 25, 2013, after his arrest three days earlier. The Korean government declared the KTU no longer had legal status as part of a general clampdown on unions. Taiwanese teachers, along with Education International were quick to show their solidarity with Jeonghun and Korean teachers, calling for Jeonghun’s release. And on December 28, over 100,000 Korean workers, lawyers, students, and other concerned citizens joined a general strike to protest the government’s attempts to privatize the country’s railway and to curtail labour rights.   National Labor Relations Board targets Walmart Black Friday wasn’t just a day for eager shoppers. About 1,000 protests organized by the union-backed group called “OUR Walmart” occurred at Walmart stores across 46 states with employees seeking better wages and working conditions. The National Labor Relations Board (NLRB) stated that Walmart unlawfully threatened employees with reprisals if they took part in any protests. Walmart fired 19 employees and other workers were handed verbal warnings and other disciplinary action. Walmart said that employees were not fired for participating in protests but because they had violated attendance policies. The NLRB said it will follow up with a hearing, but no date has yet been set. Seattle passes minimum wage Washington state governor, Jay Inslee, is proposing that Washington state’s minimum wage, should be higher than the current $9.32 per hour. He states that too many families are struggling to put food on the table for their families. Seattle’s newly elected mayor, Ed Murray, is also proposing a wage hike for city workers and has asked his staff to look into a minimum wage of $15 an hour as 600 of the 10,000 Seattle city workforce earn less that $15 an hour. In November, voters in the airport city of SeaTac narrowly approved a measure granting a $15-an-hour minimum wage for many workers. The ordinance applies to workers at the airport and related industries, like hotels and rental car companies. However, a county court judge recently ruled that the minimum wage law only applies to about 1,600 hotel and parking lot workers in SeaTac city but not to employees and contractors working within Seattle-Tacoma International Airport because the airport is operated by the Port of Seattle. (Thanks to Seattle PI.com for information.) Swiss Chalet workers not chicken to stay strong United Food and Commercial Workers (UFCW) Canada, Local 206 members at the Swiss Chalet in Paris, Ontario, are rejoicing after winning a hard-fought first collective agreement. Following a year-long battle with the company—in which the restaurant owners and management refused to recognize Local 206 as the workers’ official bargaining agent and attempted to decertify the union—the Swiss Chalet employees voted overwhelmingly in favour of ratifying a first contract late last month. As part of the newly ratified contract, the Paris Swiss Chalet workers will receive health and welfare benefits, three additional paid statutory holidays, a wage increase of nearly $3 per hour for kitchen staff, a boot allowance, and the right to choose their own shifts based on seniority. “The Paris Swiss Chalet members showed enormous courage and commitment in achieving this hard-won victory, and we’re extremely proud of them,” says UFCW Canada Local 206 President Wayne Hanley. “In the face of intense intimidation from their employer, the members were determined to stand up for their rights, and ultimately their efforts paid off.” (UFCW Canada web site)  )
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7074&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 1, September 2005 Teachers’ congress During the election campaign last spring the B.C. Liberals promised to seek input from teachers through a teachers’ congress. Shirley Bond, education minister, was asked about the congress on August 31, 2005, when BCTF representatives met with her for the first time. Bond claimed that the government had not yet decided how teachers would be invited. Jinny Sims, BCTF president, expressed the need for those teachers to be elected by their peers. The Special Representative Assembly held during Summer Conference 2005 at UBC, decided that: All teachers participating in the proposed teachers’ congress should be elected through their locals, and costs related to participation in the congress should be covered by the government. That if the above conditions are not met, BCTF members will not participate in the congress.)
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(20141007,www.reddit.com,http://www.reddit.com/user/kissnellie,overview for kissnellie jump to content my subreddits announcementsArtAskRedditaskscienceawwblogbookscreepydataisbeautifulDIYDocumentariesEarthPornexplainlikeimfiveFitnessfoodfunnyFuturologygadgetsgamingGetMotivatedgifshistoryIAmAInternetIsBeautifulJokesLifeProTipslistentothismildlyinterestingmoviesMusicnewsnosleepnottheonionOldSchoolCoolpersonalfinancephilosophyphotoshopbattlespicsscienceShowerthoughtsspacesportstelevisiontifutodayilearnedTwoXChromosomesUpliftingNewsvideosworldnewsWritingPromptsedit subscriptions front -all -random |  IAmA -videos -explainlikeimfive -space -television -books -AskReddit -Fitness -Documentaries -aww -listentothis -creepy -history -askscience -dataisbeautiful -Futurology -DIY -LifeProTips -pics -UpliftingNews -EarthPorn -gaming -Art -photoshopbattles -Music -news -mildlyinteresting -todayilearned -philosophy -InternetIsBeautiful -food -Jokes -tifu -science -nosleep -nottheonion -sports -TwoXChromosomes -worldnews -funny -personalfinance -movies -GetMotivated -OldSchoolCool -gadgets -WritingPrompts -gifs -Showerthoughtsmore » reddit.com kissnellie overview comments submitted gilded want to join? login or register in seconds| English kissnellie520 link karma 4,287 comment karma send messageredditor for 4 years /u/kissnellie has helped pay for 276.46 minutes of reddit server time. gifts on behalf of /u/kissnellie have helped pay for 26.89 hours of reddit server time. MODERATOR OF /r/vancouver what's this? TROPHY CASE Four-Year Club Secret Santa 2013 Team Orangered redditgifts rematcher Secret Santa 2012 x1 reddit mold (2 more) Secret Santa 2012 Secret Santa 2011 remember mereset password login daily reddit gold goal 54% help support reddit reddit gold gives you extra features and helps keep our servers running. We believe the more reddit can be user-supported, the freer we will be to make reddit the best it can be. Buy gold for yourself to gain access to extra features and special benefits. A month of gold pays for 231.26 minutes of reddit server time! Give gold to thank exemplary people and encourage them to post more. This daily goal updates every 10 minutes and is reset at midnight Pacific Time (12 hours, 26 minutes from now). Yesterday's reddit gold goal 94% reddit is a website about everything powered by community, democracy, and you.learn more › sorted by: new hotnewtopcontroversial incoming out of province Grad student for winter semester... how difficult is it to find housing? by mcgradin mcgill [–]kissnellie 2 points3 points4 points 1 day ago (0 children) Can confirm, last apartment only had fridge. permalink context full comments (22) Trying to identify the brand of this coat - Believed to be early 90's Ralph Lauren by the_junglistin vintage [–]kissnellie 1 point2 points3 points 2 days ago (0 children) Post in /r/malefashionadvice's Simple Questions Thread, perhaps. permalink context full comments (1) A good way to stay frugal and look good. 9 Pieces of clothing that make 5 different outfits for a full work week. (X-post r/Outfits) by AOL_in Frugal [–]kissnellie 1 point2 points3 points 4 days ago (0 children) Then perhaps you're buying trendy shoes. permalink context full comments (819) Looking for some 90's Swim Trunks: My brother and some of our neighbors took this pic when we were young. Now we always look back and the #1 comments is, where can i find those Shorts? My brothers bday is coming up and I am looking for a pair just like them, I figured I'd ask reddit for some help! by thecaptain1991in vintage [–]kissnellie 0 points1 point2 points 5 days ago (0 children) /r/malefashionadvice - Ask in one of their Simple Questions threads. permalink context full comments (6) A good way to stay frugal and look good. 9 Pieces of clothing that make 5 different outfits for a full work week. (X-post r/Outfits) by AOL_in Frugal [–]kissnellie -1 points0 points1 point 5 days ago (0 children) Its really more of a matter of how often you are replacing those 50$ shoes and is it enough to warrant spending [possibly] marginally more on something that will last you significantly longer. In many cases, and not all, expensive shoes have the build quality to last. Always spend money on things that buffer between you and the ground. Mattresses, shoes, etc. permalink context full comments (819) WWatchWT: 10/01/14 by catterflyin femalefashionadvice [–]kissnellie 5 points6 points7 points 5 days ago (0 children) I've been saving money for a new watch, because as much as I love my current one, I've been admiring other watches more and more lately. Such temptation. This is the one I usually wear, it's fairly small, but the battery just died this week. It's on the list of things to fix. permalink context full comments (49) Busty and the Bass Releases First Music Video this Weekend by Mikebikenamein mcgill [–]kissnellie 0 points1 point2 points 6 days ago (0 children) Is the trumpet player in a Dixie jazz quartet? He seems oddly familiar. permalink context full comments (4) 16 17 18 What to do in October? (self.vancouver) submitted 6 days ago by kissnellie to /r/vancouver 18 comments sharecancel loading... Secret Societies by _platospaghettiin mcgill [–]kissnellie -1 points0 points1 point 8 days ago (0 children) Are they still secret if you know exactly where/who they are? permalink context full comments (17) General Discussion - Sept. 28th by MFAModeratorin malefashionadvice [–]kissnellie 3 points4 points5 points 8 days ago (0 children) RIP in peace lol permalink context full comments (232) I made a tool for MFA to make WAYWT posts! by 5ilver8ulletin malefashionadvice [–]kissnellie 32 points33 points34 points 8 days ago (0 children) Dressed.so, still really popular. permalink context full comments (80) Cheap flights to Prince George? by vancouverlizardin vancouver [–]kissnellie 0 points1 point2 points 14 days ago (0 children) Have you tried Google Flights? permalink context full comments (14) Ways to meet people in Vancouver and Surrey? by Deadzone_in vancouver [–]kissnellie 0 points1 point2 points 14 days ago (0 children) Have you looked at the Facebook Group link on the sidebar? permalink context full comments (7) Planning on moving to Vancouver for school. Need some help! by JesusLaidAnEggin vancouver [–]kissnellie 2 points3 points4 points 14 days ago (0 children) 1) I believe the rules have changed and one's school visa is now also a work visa, depending on the school/where you're from. You will need to do the research if that interests you. 2) Arriving early, perhaps via a short term stay on Craigslist or Airbnb, and hunting for an apartment in person. There's so many housing scams and bullshit that you are really advised to be here in person. Use Craigslist, Kijiji, Padmapper, etc. 3) Vancouver is neat. I've heard the film industry used to be bigger, but haven't heard anything specific lately. It's expensive. Everything will be expensive compared to Arizona [food, rent, phone plans, etc]. Your SO will need to be working a fair bit for you to both afford to live here, unless you're planning on taking out some large loans. Realistically, you'll probably be looking at Burnaby/New West and not Vancouver, unless you're independently wealthy [in which case, have at er!]. 4) There's loads of debate on the people, but ultimately, it merely comes down to cultural differences. In some cities, you go to the bar to make friends. In Vancouver, you go with your friends, not to make new ones. The people I know who have been to VFS haven't been that happy with it. Here is a review that I've heard has been accurate to my colleagues opinions of the school. Here is another. That said, I'm sure for every disgruntled, ripped off student, there's another who had a blast. That said, if you want to learn film in Vancouver, perhaps look at BCIT or Capilano's programs. permalink context full comments (9) Homeless tonigt by pluto689in montreal [–]kissnellie 1 point2 points3 points 15 days ago (0 children) Hang in there. I was in your spot a few years ago, hell, even more recently, and it blows but eventually, you will leave home and see your Mom on your own terms and it's gonna be so much fucking better. permalink context full comments (43) Is there anyway to drop a class now with a refund? by gregyyin Concordia [–]kissnellie 0 points1 point2 points 15 days ago (0 children) You can definitely be late-registered, to a certain degree, but I've not heard of late-dropping being allowed [and getting a refund]. permalink context full comments (4) RANDOM but does anyone know the manager(s) name at the deer garden on Alexandra Road, Richmond? by citygirl604in vancouver [–]kissnellie 1 point2 points3 points 18 days ago (0 children) Why not just call and ask them? permalink context full comments (1) Any Ingress players on /r/Vancouver? by Citymikein vancouver [–]kissnellie 1 point2 points3 points 19 days ago (0 children) Post on the Facebook Group as well [link on sidebar], because I know there's people on there who play. permalink context full comments (12) I am Hank Butitta. Last year I bought a school bus, turned into a tiny living space for my Masters thesis, and took it on a 5000 mile road trip. The story was popular and now for some reason the world thinks I can't afford rent and live on the bus. AMA! by hankbutittain IAmA [–]kissnellie 3 points4 points5 points 20 days ago (0 children) Disagreeing with this other guy, Banff is gorgeous. Canmore, outside Calgary, is fantastic too. permalink context full comments (305) [Vancouver WA] columbia springs enviro edu cntr by [deleted]in ResLife [–]kissnellie 0 points1 point2 points 21 days ago (0 children) Why not post in the Vancouver, WA, reddit too (not r/vancouver!), or r/Washington, etc, something more localized. permalink context full comments (2) So I was at a thrift store yesterday and stumbled upon these. Brand new, tag still on them, never even laced up. Anyone have info or know the era? X-post from r/vintagefashion by bemyantimatterin vintage [–]kissnellie 0 points1 point2 points 22 days ago (0 children) Yep, same thing. permalink context full comments (8) So I was at a thrift store yesterday and stumbled upon these. Brand new, tag still on them, never even laced up. Anyone have info or know the era? X-post from r/vintagefashion by bemyantimatterin vintage [–]kissnellie 0 points1 point2 points 22 days ago (0 children) /r/malefashionadvice might be able to help. permalink context full comments (8) What to do in September? by kissnelliein vancouver [–]kissnellie[S] 0 points1 point2 points 23 days ago (0 children) Yep, it can be changed. permalink context full comments (32) The horror... by DylanVincentin vancouver [–]kissnellie 0 points1 point2 points 25 days ago (0 children) Those coupons you get in the mail. Burger King ones have nice thickness. permalink context full comments (94) (H) Black PAX Vape with no charger (W) Offers by [deleted]in ploompax [–]kissnellie 0 points1 point2 points 26 days ago (0 children) Post in entexchange. permalink context full comments (1) view more: next › about blog about team source code advertise jobs help wiki FAQ reddiquette rules contact us tools mobile firefox extension chrome extension buttons widget <3 reddit gold store redditgifts reddit AMA app reddit.tv radio reddit Use of this site constitutes acceptance of our User Agreement and Privacy Policy. © 2014 reddit inc. All rights reserved. REDDIT and the ALIEN Logo are registered trademarks of reddit inc. close this window you'll need to login or register to do that create a new account all it takes is a username and password privacy philosophy we limit data collected about you and your use of the platform, your personal information is never for sale, we use and disclose information to prevent people from abusing the platform, but we never disclose it for any other reason unless required by law. for more information, see our privacy policy. username:try anotheravailable! account recovery email:  (optional)we only send email at your request password: verify password: remember me create account is it really that easy? only one way to find out... login already have an account and just want to login? username: password: remember me recover password login close this window interface language English [en]العربية [ar]Беларуская мова [be]български език [bg]Bosanski [bs]català [ca]česky [cs]dansk [da]Deutsch [de]Ελληνικά [el]English (Australia) [en-au]English (Canadian) [en-ca]English (Great Britain) [en-gb]English [en-us]Esperanto [eo]español [es]español [es-ar]eesti keel [et]Euskara [eu]فارسی [fa]suomi [fi]français [fr]Gàidhlig [gd]עברית [he]मानक हिन्दी [hi]hrvatski [hr]Magyar [hu]Հայերեն լեզու [hy]Bahasa Indonesia [id]íslenska [is] (*)italiano (Italy) [it]日本語 [ja]ಕನ್ನಡ [kn_IN]한국어 [ko]Latin [la]1337 [leet]LOL [lol]lietuvių kalba [lt]latviešu valoda [lv]Nederlands [nl]Nynorsk [nn]Norsk [no]Arrrrrrrr! [pir]polski [pl]português [pt] (*)português [pt-pt]português brasileiro [pt_BR]română [ro]русский [ru]slovenčina [sk]slovenščina [sl]српски језик [sr]Srpski [sr-la]Svenska [sv]தமிழ் [ta]ภาษาไทย [th]Türkçe [tr]українська мова [uk]Tiếng Việt [vi]中文 [zh] (*) incomplete volunteer to translate π Rendered by PID 31205 on app-58 at 2014-10-07 19:33:05.640439+00:00 running 143b6e5 country code: US.)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/03/what-is-this-strike-about-moving-letter.html?showComment0751331097517338,Staffroom Confidential: What is this strike about? A moving letter from a Saanich teacher Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, March 6, 2012 What is this strike about? A moving letter from a Saanich teacher I would like to thank you, Mr. Abbott. My wife and I have just had an excellent discussion with our daughters about power, and about the importance of checks and balances in a society. Sophie and Rachel are 12 and 10. They were very confused about why the government was allowed to make rules such as fining teachers $475 a day or $2500 a day for going on strike. We explained that our government is elected to make decisions on our behalf, and that we trust that they will make good and considered decisions. But what if we don’t agree with their decisions, they wondered. We explained that there is time to debate these decisions before they are made, and that everybody is allowed to write letters, or protest if they disagree. We explained that the media is meant to also provide some balance, by asking difficult and challenging questions. But they are saying that if you protest their decision, they will fine you, they replied. We had no answer. Why do they hate teachers, one of them asked. I still had no answer. ---------- I could have been a lawyer. I scored in the 98th percentile of the LSAT and was accepted to Queen’s Law School, offered a scholarship to a Law School in the northeastern US. I chose instead to defer my decision, and be a tutor/coach/residence don/in-house TOC at my old high school for a couple of years. This was a private boarding school in Ontario. I loved it. I loved being able to explain concepts in math to kids, and to see the “light go on”. I loved sharing my passion for math, for soccer, for hockey, for philosophy, for poetry, and for musical theater with kids. I never considered going back to law after those two years. After completing my teacher training at UVic, I did my practicum in Saanich. I hadn’t realized until then what a sheltered teaching existence I had at the boarding school, with well-to-do kids brought up with every advantage (the type of kids to whom Mr. Abbott recently referred as “the smart kids”, I believe). In the public school system in Saanich, I learned humility. I learned how to be a better teacher, how to teach the whole child, and not just the mind. I taught classes that not only had some of Mr. Abbott’s advantaged “smart kids”, but other kids who were often equally smart and capable if not more, but who faced challenges the others didn’t: broken homes, poverty issues, learning disabilities, to name only a few. These classes were challenging because the kids’ needs were so varied. Some kids could be turned on by ideas alone; others needed to be convinced of the value of learning, to place education in context; some just needed breakfast. And yet, at the time I started teaching in Saanich, I considered myself fortunate because we had a locally arranged agreement about how many kids could be in a secondary English class. (I taught English at the time). The number was 27 – unless you had a student who had an acknowledged special need, such as dyslexia, or visual impairment, for example, that would require a significant amount of adjustment to practice or extra preparation. For each of these students, the number would drop by one. If there were 6 “special needs” students in your English 11, the maximum number of kids would be 21. Trust me, this would still be a challenging class in terms of composition, but the system worked. It was so important to teachers, my older colleagues told me, that teachers took less in salary improvements at the time in order to secure these contract provisions. Silly me for thinking that contracts were something sacrosanct in Canadian law. When I started my first continuing contract at Claremont Secondary in 2000, we had an enrolment not very different from our enrolment today. When I started at Claremont, it was not unusual for the more challenging classes, such as Essentials of Math 10 or Communications 11 to have 12-15 students, because that’s what those kids needed to be successful. When I started at Claremont, there were two librarians – one for every 550 kids. When I started at Claremont there was a staff of 85-90, with plenty of teachers in the building to comfortably take on all the extra-curriculars that make schools, as the Saanich motto goes, “great places to learn, safe places to be” Today at Claremont, a class with less than 23-24 students does not run. This legislation before you will only make that number increase, I assure you, and it is not what kids need. Today at Claremont there is 3/4 of a librarian – which translates to one for every 1475 kids. Today at Claremont there is a staff of 65-70. This group which now numbers 20 fewer than when I started 12 years ago, has been attempting to keep up all the things that make our school great – outstanding academics, including extra-curricular offerings such as the dozens of math contests I sponsor and organize every year, an incredible sports program, an enviable fine arts program, numerous volunteer organizations that enrich our school community and the community at large. So far, we have managed, but we have each had to take up the slack now for too long. We are at the breaking point, and I promise you – this legislation already threatens to push us over the edge. Surely this government is not deaf to the teachers from around the province who are saying enough… Enough: we have devoted our lives to a profession that we knew all along would not make us rich, but we did it because we believed that if it would help just one disadvantaged kid, it was worth it. Enough: we believed in it so much, that we traded even the most meager of raises, time and time again, in order to gain better classroom conditions for our students. Enough: we tried our absolute best to play within the rules, when government after government stripped away those conditions that we bought with our own salaries, even when the Supreme Court ruled that those government actions were illegal. Enough: we have tried to hold our heads high, when we are vilified in the press as lazy and greedy, when nothing – NOTHING -- could be further from the truth. Enough: we have devoted countless hours to volleyball, to musical theatre, to poetry readings, to charity work, to rugby, to yearbook clubs, to student’s councils, to tutoring before school from 7am, to tutoring after school until 6pm or longer, to tutoring kids by email on the weekends, and, AND! to our own Professional Development, whether that occurs on a Pro-D day or on our own time – Yes, Mr. Abbott, we actually do Pro-D. In short, we have devoted countless hours to the children and families of this province, and the thanks we get is one more veiled legislated slap in the face? Now, I’m not so out of touch that I don’t realize that as a teacher at the top of the scale, I’m fairly comfortable. Sure it irks me that all of you folks in the legislature have received pay raises in the last ten years far beyond what I have received over the same period – pay raises which you are allowed to vote for yourselves. Not that I would dare suggest that you don’t deserve it – I don’t envy your jobs in the least. But even despite this glaring double-standard, I would have begrudgingly accepted no raise, if it were that alone. It is not the extending of the current contract in this legislation that has me upset. I am insulted. I am insulted that you have the temerity to suggest that this legislation represents mediation in any true sense of the word. Your use of legislation to enforce mediation, but then dictate the terms of the mediation is nothing short of bullying. How ironic that there was an anti-bullying flashmob on the lawn of the legislature the day this bill was introduced. To my mind, you have brought disrepute onto yourselves and the institution you represent. I was trying to defend the institution of our provincial government to my children tonight, suggesting that it rested on a foundation of elected officials acting in a dispassionate way for the benefit of all. I couldn’t. I am shocked. I shouldn’t be, given everything that has happened in the last 10 years, but I’m shocked. I am shocked – no, enraged – that you would enact legislation that essentially attacks my freedom to associate; legislation that, quite frankly, probably runs counter to the Charter of Rights and Freedoms, even though your government’s last Bill of this sort was deemed illegal by the Supreme Court; legislation that does not “put families first” but which threatens families – no, puts a gun to their heads – and says to them: “we will bankrupt you if you have the gall to disagree with us or stand up for your rights”. Lastly, I am disappointed, and if I’m to be honest, I am defeated and demoralized. And I know I’m not alone. And that’s what you wanted, wasn’t it? You don’t want an improved public education system. I would love to challenge you, to defy you, sir, to say otherwise, to come to Claremont and convince me in person that this legislation will improve the public education system in BC, that it will improve the lives of children and their families across this province, by demoralizing and insulting teachers like me, by forcing a foregone, supposedly “mediated” conclusion down our throats. Sadly, you tell these lies every day, and so my challenge is useless. It is a sad day for me, and a sad day for BC. I love my job, I love the kids at Claremont, and I love Victoria, but today I really and truly thought it might be time to find a teaching job back in Ontario. You may say good riddance – we can find someone cheaper than you to do the same job. But I dare you to say that to my students. That is a challenge that perhaps I could make. ------------- My oldest daughter has been reading Animal Farm at school. (Maybe I shouldn’t tell you this – you will think that it is another reason to bring down the public school system…) After our discussion earlier tonight – and believe me when I say I did my utmost best to withhold the vitriol that must be obvious by now that I hold inside – after our family discussion my oldest daughter paused and, honest to God, said something like: “ Dad, the government are kind of like the pigs on the farm, aren’t they…? Once they get to make the rules, they kind of twist things so that they always go their way”. So, I want to thank you, Mr. Abbott. You made me so proud of my daughter tonight that I want to cry. Mark Skanks Claremont Secondary School Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 5:39 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 21 comments: AllyMarch 6, 2012 at 8:43 PM Extremely well put! Please tell me you have send this to Mr. Abbott??? When will the "pigs" listen?ReplyDelete Ms. HendraMarch 6, 2012 at 9:18 PM I love this letter. I have shared it with many people, and just sent it to a friend who is the Math Department Head in Chilliwack, and a Claremont grad, too. Thanks to Mark for such a well-written letter. TannisReplyDelete 30daysofautismMarch 6, 2012 at 9:37 PM This is fabulous!! Thank you!ReplyDelete AmandaMarch 6, 2012 at 10:46 PM Credit should be given to Mark Skanks as author of this letter.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeMarch 7, 2012 at 8:51 AM I did not originally include Mark's name because I hadn't asked his permission to do so. Since the cat is out of the bag anyway, I will add it now.Delete Ms. OhanaMarch 7, 2012 at 10:23 PM your challenge is not useless, they just want us to think it is... but the very fact that they have to address us and our challenges means they hear us loud and clear.... at the end of the day.. remember you still have your vote.... make it hurt the same way they've hurt usDelete Reply SDMURPHY3March 6, 2012 at 11:22 PM Thank you for putting into words how I feel about the future of education in this Province. I moved my family here from Quebec to avoid the French controversy and give my children a better chance. I am very proud to say my daughter is an excellent teacher, but she like many of you good ones is thinking of moving on. I guarantee you if they pass Bill 22 I will vote anything but Liberal in 2013. Your daugther, God bless her, is absolutely right.ReplyDelete SabrinaBaileyMarch 6, 2012 at 11:53 PM Mark, I would not be where I am today if you hadn't taken me on as a practicum student. I watched you pour your heart and soul into your students - and me. Please do not leave, the kids at Claremont need you! The government should be the ones who buckle, not us. I am teaching 2 classes of 30 for "Essentials Math 10" (AW 10) and I cannot believe how much class sizes have exploded, even in the short time between my own high school years and my teaching career. I logistically cannot give my students the help they need in the time I have, and it is ludicrous to believe such a short time ago they would literally have had twice the amount of time per person, per day (assuming a class size under 15). I had a student drop out of school last week due to lack of attendance due to giving up, which I would like to argue is largely due to being pushed through a broken system for so long. Behind that child I have a long list of kids at risk to do the same... is this the kind of future our government has in store for our kids? Every kid who is withdrawn from my school breaks my heart because I know their educational system (not their teachers) has let them down. Sabrina Bailey North Peace SecondaryReplyDelete UnknownMarch 7, 2012 at 8:23 AM Thank you so much for this eloquent letter, Mark. I've sent it to my MLA because we have the same issues in Chilliwack and the rest of the province. Jody Raabe Mount Slesse Middle School, SD33ReplyDelete EleanaMarch 7, 2012 at 7:34 PM Thank-you for your passionate words... I will be sharing them with my colleagues. Eleana P. Citadel Middle School, SD43ReplyDelete lrnalotMarch 8, 2012 at 12:05 AM In sum, the short term gains touted by proponents of Bill 22 will result in even more disenfranchised youth, deeper and longer lasting negativity toward the Liberal Government and Politics in general, and more teachers applying for disability or leaving BC outright. Thanks for speaking so eloquently to these important issues.ReplyDelete Richard AustenMarch 8, 2012 at 2:06 AM I am also a BC teacher - now teaching in Hong Kong. I have floated the idea on facebook a few times but I will say it here. The government's tactic of the fines is to essentially stop a teacher walk-out. Strikes are illegal. The way to circumvent this action by the government is to organize teachers to hand in their resignations "en masse" including all TOCs (for which I was one). I'll grant you this is somewhat dangerous high stakes game to play - but it is one that must be played if Bill 22 goes through as that bill is a union busting bill anyway. The government can't fine someone who quits their job. We'll call it the "organization" rather than the BCTF and if government wants teachers back they'll have to talk to the BCTF - err "the Organization." It takes something along this drastic action to save the teaching union in BC because I can tell you something right now - the government does not care the least bit about these letters - they don't care about marches in Victoria - The Liberals are sitting back and laughing that they just saved three days of salaries and heating bills for all the schools. Their voters (which is the majority) support crushing the Teaching union despite all the chatter we see on facebook and other social media - we may get support from those friends but those ore OUR friends who arguably ore of similar mindedness on issues like this. I suspect the vast majority of Liberal voters want the Union to die. So it's time to stop the letter and the appeals to the liberal "heart of gold" and realize that that heart is ice. It's not the time to send in the BCTF Poodle to fight the Liberal T-REX - it's time to play some serious hardball - 40,000 teachers resign - effective the day after Spring Break ends. You want the teachers back - you hire them all back under the BCTF union (ie as if there was no resignation).ReplyDelete Replies AlexMarch 9, 2012 at 11:08 AM This is called (or is similar to) 'work-to-rule' (which I believe is what's been done so far...) Yes. It is worth this.Delete Reply RommelMarch 8, 2012 at 11:36 AM Hi, I found this blog once, then lost it. Took me forever to come back and find it. I wanted to see what comments you got. Nice blog by the way.I must take this opportunity to write to you from my heart.I Really enjoyed your blog.I have never read such a wonderful article. Resignation Letter ReplyDelete alientoinquirytooMarch 8, 2012 at 9:18 PM Dear Tara Ehrcke, You have stolen the words and ideas from my mouth! I could not have put it any better and I am the first one to sign up for your letter writing campaign. I have thought for a long time that our only recourse is to resign en-masse or all take stress leaves at the same time, either way there is no way that they win! Thank you for this... Andre KozakReplyDelete Replies alientoinquirytooMarch 8, 2012 at 9:26 PM I guess I should thank Tara for posting this and Mark for the writing and Richard for the ultimate solution! Thanks...Delete Reply alyxpottsMarch 9, 2012 at 7:59 AM "You may say good riddance – we can find someone cheaper than you to do the same job. But I dare you to say that to my students. That is a challenge that perhaps I could make." I had Mr.Skanks for math last year and he's amazing. So I think if you said those things to us "the students" we'd have a lot of kind words about Mr.Skanks and his teaching abilities/wisdom. And quite the opposite of "kind words" for you putting him and all our other teachers through all this.ReplyDelete AlexMarch 9, 2012 at 11:07 AM Brilliant letter! Well put! Passing it on!ReplyDelete Mrs.BMarch 12, 2012 at 9:50 AM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Mrs.BMarch 12, 2012 at 9:51 AM THANK YOU! Well said - I will be sharing this with colleagues in Burnaby & Surrey. Avril Broekhuizen Chilliwack Secondary, SD33ReplyDelete Mrs. D. ThiesenMarch 12, 2012 at 9:59 PM I've shared this on twitter. I was a top university student as well and encouraged to go into medicine but chose teaching...I love teaching, but did I make a mistake? I'm so insulted.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ▼  March (12) Bill 22 and Class Size/Class Composition BC Liberals: You reap what you sow... From public to private: a subtle path What is this dispute about? Putting equity last, a... Walk out pamphlet - arguments for full withdrawal ... Teachers debate a response to Bill 22 Lessons from the US - when unions don't strike to ... Lessons from history - legislation and illegal str... How do teachers defeat Bill 22? Critical thinking and Bill 22 - A teacher rebuts G... What is this strike about? A moving letter from a ... Public education - Christy: it's about equality ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11940&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2000 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 13, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 2000 Pumping gas: Big oil companies and Alberta government profit by Hugh Mackenzie In July 1998, the price of regular, unleaded gasoline in Toronto was 52.5¢ per litre. At the end of September 2000, regular gas was selling for 76.9¢ per litre. That’s an increase of 24.4¢ per litre—45%—in just over two years. There is an obvious explanation: the 145%-plus increase in crude oil prices. But, that explanation has attracted surprisingly little scrutiny. Instead, with the enthusiastic encouragement of the oil industry, the debate over what to do about this extraordinary increase in price has focussed on gasoline taxes. A visit to the web site of any of the major oil companies reveals the now-familiar statistical core of their argument: bar charts breaking the price of gasoline in Canada into its various components, including taxes; bar charts comparing prices, with and without taxes, in Canada and the United States; and bar charts comparing gasoline prices in Canada with those in European countries and Japan. The figures make their points. Taxes are shown to be the largest single component in gasoline prices in Canada. The price differential between Canada and the United States is shown to be entirely attributable to differences in tax levels. And Canadian gasoline prices are demonstrated to be lower than those in Europe and Japan. Points powerfully made and absolutely irrelevant. Irrelevant, because they offer no explanation at all for the increase in retail gasoline prices in the past year. Based on data provided by the Canadian Petroleum Institute and Shell Canada, however, the details are readily apparent. Figure 1 shows how retail prices at the pump broke down in July 1998, compared with September 2000. In July 1998, of the 52.5¢ per litre price at the pump, crude oil accounted for 12.5¢; Federal excise taxes 10¢; Ontario gas taxes 14.7¢; and the GST 3.4¢; leaving 11.9¢ for refining and marketing. In September 2000, the retail price of 76.9¢ breaks down as follows: crude oil 30.6¢; Federal excise taxes 10¢; Ontario gas taxes 14.7¢; and the GST 5¢; leaving 16.6¢ for refining and marketing. Figure 2 explains the price increase. Of the 24.4¢ per litre increase, only 7% is attributable to taxes; 74% is attributable to crude oil; 19% is attributable to refining and marketing. And where does that increase go? We are encouraged to believe that the 18.1¢ per litre increase in crude oil prices disappears into the coffers of the Middle East and other members of the Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries. In fact, most of it stays right here in Canada—pure profit to Canadian crude oil producers. The 4.7¢ per litre increase for refining and marketing is right here in Canada as well. And, assuming that refining and marketing were profitable in 1998, that increase is pure profit as well. Small wonder the oil industry in Canada has been forced to make the shocking revelation that it will be forced to pay corporate income taxes this year. So in the face of these facts, what are Canadian right-wingers focussing on? Not the windfall crude oil profits of the Canadian oil industry. Not the jump in pure profit in refining and marketing. No, they are focussed on the GST increase (a trivial 1.6¢ per litre) or the GST on provincial and federal excise and gasoline taxes (an equally trivial 1.7¢ per litre). Why? Because any other target would put the Tories and the Alliance in conflict with major donors in the oil industry during an election. Stockwell Day, in particular, has dreams of cleaning up in the political fundraising race in the oil patch. Blaming taxes for high oil prices is “on message” for an Alliance Party whose political future depends on its ability to sell Canadians lower taxes while disguising the implications for public services. The real message? Don’t confuse us with facts, we know what side our bread is buttered on. Hugh Mackenzie is research director for the United Steelworkers of America, and a research associate of the Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives. An electronic version of this piece is available from the CCPA web page: www.policyalternatives.ca.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Touring a natural gas drilling rig with @MLA Mike Bernier, and Brian from EnCana http://t.co/AifdJ4H07b" @Teresa_Wat - 06:01pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11922,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2000 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 13, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 2000 Class size by Irene Lanzinger My TOC assignment for the day was Math 9, Math 10A, and Math 11 at Gladstone Secondary School. In spite of my 17 years as a teacher and/or a teacher union leader, I was apprehensive. The sum total of my experience as a TOC was five days, and my experience with modified math classes was somewhat less than positive. I once had a Math 9A/Math10A split class with 27 students that made me reconsider teaching as a career. Imagine my delight when, as the students filed in, I pulled out the attendance sheet and realized there were only 15 students in the class. The next emotion that hit me was pride at the work our local had done in bargaining a grievance settlement that put a class-size limit on modified classes. In the first three rounds of local bargaining, Vancouver teachers achieved class-size limits, including lower limits when students with special needs are integrated into classes. The language has been the source of many disputes between the Vancouver School Board and the Vancouver teachers’ locals. In the past five years, I have been closely involved in these disputes as vice-president and then president of the Vancouver Secondary Teachers’ Association (VSTA). The situation reached a peak in the 1996–97 school year, when, in secondary schools alone, there were 260 classes in violation of the collective agreement. That grievance was settled in February 1998, with compensatory time or money for the teachers of all 260 classes listed in the grievance and a pool of money ($250 for each violation) that went to schools to be used to support teachers with students with special needs in their classes. However, the grievances continued. The VSTA set a goal of resolving class-size grievances early in the school year in order to force the board to put more staff in schoolsto meet the limits rather than compensate teachers after the school year was over. The 1998–99 class-size grievance went to arbitration in November 1998. In a mediated settlement, the board agreed to add 9.4 teachers to Vancouver secondary schools. As well, we modified the integration language for secondary schools and bargained a new limit of 20 to 22 students (depending on the number of students with special needs integrated) in modified science, social studies, English, and math classes. The limit significantly reduced the sizes of modified classes, including my Math 10A class at Gladstone. In January, I will be seconded full-time to work on the BCTF bargaining team, so my term as a TOC will be short. My time as a TOC will ensure that I will be at the table with a recent overview of the working and learning conditions teachers face every day. As it turned out, the Math 10A class went very well. I left school that day with renewed faith in the wonderful work public school teachers are doing in this province. I also left with a renewed commitment to class-size limits as the single most important workload provision teachers have bargained. I know that commitment is shared by teachers all around the province and together we will continue to fight for class-size improvements in the next round of bargaining. Irene Lanzinger is a teacher on call in Vancouver and a member of the BCTF’s 2000–01 Bargaining Team. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=24513&printPage=true,BCTF News Releases  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2011 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  November 28, 2011   BCTF dismayed that government refuses to remedy Charter violations with guarantees for students The BC Teachers’ Federation is deeply distressed that the government has flatly refused to consider any proposal to remedy the unconstitutionality of Bills 27/28 that would include contractual guarantees for quality teaching and learning conditions. “We submitted proposals based on restoring the working and learning conditions that were in place prior to 2002, when these illegal bills were imposed. We have also demonstrated considerable flexibility and willingness to consider alternatives,” said BCTF President Susan Lambert. However, government’s representatives told the BCTF they simply will not respond to anything that includes guarantees on class size and composition. “Clearly the Liberals believe teachers’ rights to bargain and students’ rights to quality classroom conditions must be sacrificed to management’s right to reduce thousands of teaching positions in BC,” Lambert said.  In April 2011, the BC Supreme Court ruled that Bills 27/28 were unconstitutional because they violated teachers’ Charter rights to bargain collectively, specifically with regard to class size and composition. The court gave the government one year to deal with the repercussions of the case. The bills were imposed by then-Education Minister Christy Clark in 2002.  Teachers expected that after the legislation was found to be in violation of the Charter, the government would repeal it and the collective bargaining rights and language would be restored. However, government’s position has been that their right to impose policy directions and enforce managerial control is paramount, no matter whether teachers’ proposals were affordable.  The government’s representative Paul Straszak, CEO of the Public Sector Employers’ Council, told the BCTF: “This is not about the affordability, it’s about the flexibility to assign the resources.... Your proposal restricts management rights in a way we’re not prepared to accept.” Lambert said: “We have invested seven months in these fruitless discussions, and meanwhile another round of collective bargaining is going on with teachers’ rights still being violated. Furthermore, we’ve got thousands of oversized classes, support for students with special needs cut, and children struggling to have their needs met in an underfunded school system. -  30  - For more information, contact Nancy Knickerbocker, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell).)
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(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/bctf?lang=hi,BCTF (@bctf) | ट्विटर ट्विटर खोज क्वेरी ट्विटर में ढूंढें सहेजी गयी खोजें हटाये सत्यापित खाता @ सुझाए गए उपयोगकर्ता सत्यापित खाता @ सत्यापित खाता @ भाषा: हिंदी বাংলা Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 एक खाता है? साइन इन करें ट्विटर पर नए हैं? आज ही शामिल हों » साइन इन करें फ़ोन, ईमेल या उपयोगकर्ता नाम पासवर्ड साइन इन करें मुझे याद रखें पासवर्ड भूल गए? पहले से ही पाठ संदेश के माध्यम से चहचहाना का उपयोग कर रहे हैं? BCTF @bctf ट्वीट्स 5,120 तस्वीरें/चलचित्र 481 फ़ॉलो कर रहे हैं 4,245 फ़ॉलोअर्स 18300 पसंदीदा 534   अधिक पसंदीदा सूचियाँ अनम्यूट @bctf म्यूट @bctf फ़ॉलो फ़ॉलोइंग कार्रवाई:अनफ़ॉलो करें अवरोधित ब्लाक हटाइये विचाराधीन रद्द करें BCTF @bctf The BC Teachers' Federation represents the 41,000 public school teachers in British Columbia. Hopes for #bced outlined at http://www.afairdeal.ca  Vancouver, BC bctf.ca दिसंबर 2008 पर शामिल हुए 481 तस्वीरें और वीडियो ट्वीट्स ट्वीट्स ट्वीट एवं उत्तर BCTF @bctf  ·  4 घं. ३ घंटे पहले Seeing some #bced teachers putting their names forward for School Board/ #bcmuni elections in November. Any in your community? #bcpoli प्रत्युत्तर 0 उत्तर रीट्वीट रीट्वीट किये गये 2 रीट्वीट 2 पसंदीदा पसंदीदा 2 पसंदीदा 2 अधिक ट्वीट एम्बेड करें BCTF @bctf  ·  4 अक्टू New @OECD_Edu report: School competition doesn’t improve achievement http://www.oecd.org/pisa/pisaproducts/pisainfocus/PISA-in-Focus-N42-%28eng%29-FINAL.pdf … + comment: http://www.thelittleeducationreport.ca/  | #bced प्रत्युत्तर 0 उत्तर रीट्वीट रीट्वीट किये गये 15 रीट्वीट 15 पसंदीदा पसंदीदा 7 पसंदीदा 7 अधिक ट्वीट एम्बेड करें BCTF @bctf  ·  4 अक्टू Why do we educate? - New @bctf research report re: proposed #bced directions + new economies: http://bctf.ca/uploadedFiles/Publications/Research_reports/RR2014-07.pdf … | #cdnedchat #edpolicy प्रत्युत्तर 0 उत्तर रीट्वीट रीट्वीट किये गये 9 रीट्वीट 9 पसंदीदा पसंदीदा 4 पसंदीदा 4 अधिक ट्वीट एम्बेड करें BCTF ने रीट्वीट किया dave mackenzie @vernondavemack  ·  4 अक्टू BC School Counsellor conference REGISTRATION is OPEN http://goo.gl/a3u4fh  LOWEST REG FEE EVER @bctf @bcedplan @bcedchat प्रत्युत्तर 0 उत्तर रीट्वीट रीट्वीट किये गये 2 रीट्वीट 2 पसंदीदा पसंदीदा 0 पसंदीदा अधिक ट्वीट एम्बेड करें BCTF @bctf  ·  4 अक्टू 2014-2015 BCTF Executive Committee on Twitter (2/2): @JamesSanyshyn @PaulSteer @norm_sabourin @CaroleGordonBC प्रत्युत्तर 0 उत्तर रीट्वीट रीट्वीट किये गये 1 रीट्वीट 1 पसंदीदा पसंदीदा 5 पसंदीदा 5 अधिक ट्वीट एम्बेड करें BCTF @bctf  ·  4 अक्टू 2014-2015 BCTF Executive Committee on Twitter (1/2): @glenhansman @TeriMooring @LTAPresident @tgrandin @SafeWithKaren @davidkom1 | #bced प्रत्युत्तर 0 उत्तर रीट्वीट रीट्वीट किये गये 4 रीट्वीट 4 पसंदीदा पसंदीदा 6 पसंदीदा 6 अधिक ट्वीट एम्बेड करें BCTF ने रीट्वीट किया Douglas Quan @dougquan  ·  26 सितं B.C. teacher’s battle to restore shattered reputation following false accusations http://o.canada.com/news/national/b-c-teachers-battle-to-restore-shattered-reputation-following-false-accusations#.VCXblCKSPRw.twitter … via @canadadotcom सारांश देखें प्रत्युत्तर 0 उत्तर रीट्वीट रीट्वीट किये गये 23 रीट्वीट 23 पसंदीदा पसंदीदा 3 पसंदीदा 3 अधिक ट्वीट एम्बेड करें BCTF @bctf  ·  4 अक्टू New documentary from @eduint highlights daily commitment of teachers around the world http://dlvr.it/75R1sT  | #bced प्रत्युत्तर 0 उत्तर रीट्वीट रीट्वीट किये गये 9 रीट्वीट 9 पसंदीदा पसंदीदा 4 पसंदीदा 4 अधिक ट्वीट एम्बेड करें BCTF @bctf  ·  4 अक्टू Check out Vancouver Secondary member and comedian @MrPaulBae in @OurTimesMag here: http://tinyurl.com/k9ncoao  | #bced @vstaprez प्रत्युत्तर 0 उत्तर रीट्वीट रीट्वीट किये गये 3 रीट्वीट 3 पसंदीदा पसंदीदा 2 पसंदीदा 2 अधिक ट्वीट एम्बेड करें BCTF ने रीट्वीट किया Canadian Labour @CanadianLabour  ·  29 अग Tell @pmharper to launch a PUBLIC INQUIRY into Missing & Murdered Aboriginal Women - http://goo.gl/8HfDHR  #canlab pic.twitter.com/7juUUsvIVJ अधिक तस्वीरें और वीडियो देखें प्रत्युत्तर 0 उत्तर रीट्वीट रीट्वीट किये गये 79 रीट्वीट 79 पसंदीदा पसंदीदा 15 पसंदीदा 15 अधिक ट्वीट एम्बेड करें BCTF @bctf  ·  3 अक्टू Social media tidbits: @pressprogress' @Raffi_RC and @christyclarkbc post had 157504 unique views on our FB page http://www.pressprogress.ca/en/post/childrens-troubadour-raffi-schools-christy-clark-over-teacher-dispute … #bced प्रत्युत्तर 0 उत्तर रीट्वीट रीट्वीट किये गये 9 रीट्वीट 9 पसंदीदा पसंदीदा 5 पसंदीदा 5 अधिक ट्वीट एम्बेड करें BCTF @bctf  ·  3 अक्टू Social media tidbits: BCTF followers on Facebook grew by 6,000 during #bced strike. Twitter followers grew by 12,000. प्रत्युत्तर 0 उत्तर रीट्वीट रीट्वीट किये गये 14 रीट्वीट 14 पसंदीदा पसंदीदा 6 पसंदीदा 6 अधिक ट्वीट एम्बेड करें BCTF @bctf  ·  3 अक्टू Social media tidbits: During #bced strike, our Facebook page posts had collective reach of 3.9 million! Some posts >200,000 individual views प्रत्युत्तर 0 उत्तर रीट्वीट रीट्वीट किये गये 13 रीट्वीट 13 पसंदीदा पसंदीदा 6 पसंदीदा 6 अधिक ट्वीट एम्बेड करें Greater Vancouver, British Columbia BCTF ने रीट्वीट किया glenn ross @vurvdesign  ·  2 अक्टू My daughter's home ec class has 24 sewing machines and 30 kids. . . #bced #bctf प्रत्युत्तर 0 उत्तर रीट्वीट रीट्वीट किये गये 19 रीट्वीट 19 पसंदीदा पसंदीदा 4 पसंदीदा 4 अधिक ट्वीट एम्बेड करें BCTF ने रीट्वीट किया Teri Mooring @TeriMooring  ·  2 अक्टू Issues r direct result of underfunding. Inclusion is critical & costly: All children deserve quality education #bced http://www.vancouversun.com/opinion/op-ed/children+deserve+quality+education/10253439/story.html … सारांश देखें प्रत्युत्तर 0 उत्तर रीट्वीट रीट्वीट किये गये 9 रीट्वीट 9 पसंदीदा पसंदीदा 1 पसंदीदा 1 अधिक ट्वीट एम्बेड करें BCTF ने रीट्वीट किया Student Vote @studentvote  ·  1 अक्टू Registration for the #bcmuni Student Vote program is open! Sign up your class: http://studentvote.ca/bclocal14/  #bced @bctf प्रत्युत्तर 0 उत्तर रीट्वीट रीट्वीट किये गये 7 रीट्वीट 7 पसंदीदा पसंदीदा 1 पसंदीदा 1 अधिक ट्वीट एम्बेड करें BCTF @bctf  ·  1 अक्टू #bced's #PSAday is on October 24. Check out http://www.bctf.ca/pdcalendar/index.cfm?action=day&date=41936 … … for all the specialist association converences pic.twitter.com/zxPl9Y25n5 अधिक तस्वीरें और वीडियो देखें प्रत्युत्तर 0 उत्तर रीट्वीट रीट्वीट किये गये 8 रीट्वीट 8 पसंदीदा पसंदीदा 1 पसंदीदा 1 अधिक ट्वीट एम्बेड करें BCTF ने रीट्वीट किया Glen Hansman @glenhansman  ·  1 अक्टू Attending @UBCEduc talk by @StanKutcher on mental health literacy in middle & secondary schools Sept 30. | #bced प्रत्युत्तर 0 उत्तर रीट्वीट रीट्वीट किये गये 3 रीट्वीट 3 पसंदीदा पसंदीदा 3 पसंदीदा 3 अधिक ट्वीट एम्बेड करें BCTF ने रीट्वीट किया Wendy Carr @mmecarr  ·  30 सितं Dr Stan Kutcher UBC #UBCmentalhealthed #UBCBEd2015 develop mental health literacy=knowledge, attitudes, competencies. pic.twitter.com/TzWnxVymS0 अधिक तस्वीरें और वीडियो देखें प्रत्युत्तर 0 उत्तर रीट्वीट रीट्वीट किये गये 6 रीट्वीट 6 पसंदीदा पसंदीदा 4 पसंदीदा 4 अधिक ट्वीट एम्बेड करें BCTF @bctf  ·  30 सितं October 24 is #PSAday2014. Our BCTF specialist associations host annual #BCED ProD conferences. Full calendar at http://bit.ly/PSAday2014  प्रत्युत्तर 0 उत्तर रीट्वीट रीट्वीट किये गये 3 रीट्वीट 3 पसंदीदा पसंदीदा 3 पसंदीदा 3 अधिक ट्वीट एम्बेड करें शायद ट्विटर क्षमता से अधिक है या एक क्षणिक हिचकी का सामना कर रहा है. पुनः प्रयास करें और जानकारी के लिए ट्विटर स्थिति पर जाएं. बंद करें BCTF ने फ़ॉलो किया BCTF के अपडेट न चूकें Vancouver, BC · बदलें © 2014 ट्विटर परिचय सहायता विज्ञापन की जानकारी बंद करें रुझान केवल आपके अनुरूप रुझान. रुझान आपको अपनी प्रिय चीजों के करीब रहने का विशिष्ट तरीका प्रदान करते हैं. इन्हें आपके स्थान और जिन्हें आप फॉलो करते हैं, उनके आधार पर आपके अनुरूप तैयार किया जाता है. बदलें अनुकूलित रुझान रखें विश्वव्यापी रुझान प्राप्त करें हो गया बर्खास्त करें बंद करें पिछला आगे बंद करें एक व्यक्ति के प्रोफ़ाइल पर जाएं सहेजी गयी खोजें हटाये सत्यापित खाता @ सुझाए गए उपयोगकर्ता सत्यापित खाता @ सत्यापित खाता @ बंद करें आपके फ़ॉलोअर्स के लिए इसे रीट्वीट करें? रद्द करें रीट्वीट बंद करें क्या आपको यकीन है कि आप इस ट्वीट को मिटाना चाहते हैं? रद्द करें मिटायें बंद करें अवरुद्ध करें रद्द करें अवरुद्ध करें अपने ट्वीट में स्थान जोडें। जब आप किसी स्थान से ट्वीट करते हैं, ट्विटर उस स्थान को सुरक्षित कर लेता है. आप प्रत्येक ट्वीट से पहले स्थान को चालू बंद कर सकते हैं तथा आपके पास हमेशा यह विकल्प होता है कि आप स्थान इतिहास को कभी भी मिटा सकें. अधिक जानें स्थान दिखाना चालू करें अभी नहीं स्थान दिखाना बंद करें बंद करें प्रोफ़ाइल सारांश बंद करें आपकी सूचियाँ बंद करें एक नयी सूची बनाएं सूची का नाम विवरण 100 अक्षरों के भीतर, वैकल्पिक सूची:निजता सार्वजनिक · इस सूची को कोई भी फ़ॉलो कर सकता है निजी · सिर्फ आप इस सूची तक पहुँच सकते हैं सूची सहेजें बंद करें बंद करें यह ट्वीट एम्बेड करें नीचे दिए गए कोड को कॉपी करके इस ट्वीट को अपनी वेबसाइट में जोड़ें. अधिक जानें हम्म, सर्वर तक पहुंचने में वहां कोई समस्या है. पुनः प्रयास करें? मूल ट्वीट शामिल करें मीडिया को शामिल करें पूर्वावलोकन बंद करें ट्विटर के लिए साइन अप करें ट्विटर पर नहीं? साइन अप करें, उन चीजों पर ट्यून करें जिनका आप केयर करते हैं, और त्वरित अपडेट प्राप्त करें. एक खाता है? साइन इन करें » बंद करें दो-तरफा (आदान-प्रदान) संक्षिप्त कोड: देश कोड के ग्राहकों के लिए अमेरिका 40404 (कोई भी) कनाडा 21212 (कोई भी) ब्रिटेन 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 ब्राज़िल 40404 Nextel, TIM हैती 40404 Digicel, Voila आयरलैंड 51210 Vodafone, O2 भारत 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance इंडोनेशिया 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata इटली 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » अन्य देशों के लिए एसएमएस शॉर्ट कोड देखें बंद करें पुष्टिकरण)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8090&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 7, May/June 2005 Les journées de perfectionnement professionnel nous appartiennent! Par Ghislaine Varin Nous observons de plus en plus que les administrateurs essaient de contrôler et de diriger nos journées de perfectionnement professionnel (PP), et dans certains conseils scolaires ils réussissent. Ceci représente un autre exemple d’attaque à notre autonomie professionnelle. Afin de pouvoir nous défendre, il faut connaître nos droits ; pour comprendre nos droits il faut connaître l’historique des journées de PP en Colombie-Britannique. Les enseignantes et enseignants se sont battus longtemps pour que leur employeur et le ministère de l’Éducation reconnaissent l’importance du PP tout en insistant qu’ils y accordent le temps et les ressources nécessaires pour son application. C’est en 1972 que la Fédération a finalement réussi à faire inclure des journées de PP au calendrier scolaire. Celles-ci allaient permettre au personnel enseignant, durant l’année scolaire, d’approfondir leurs connaissances, de se mettre à jour avec la recherche et toutes les pratiques pédagogiques, et de partager leur expertise avec leurs collègues tout en s’engageant à répondre aux questions d’ordre pédagogique. Dans le but précis de ne pas pénaliser les élèves en leur faisant perdre des jours d’école, ces journées furent AJOUTÉES au calendrier scolaire. Depuis, nos provisions contractuelles contiennent, pour la plupart, des ententes donnant à chaque syndicat local le contrôle de leur PP, parfois en consultation avec leur administration scolaire. Alors que penser du mouvement dictatorial, oppressif ou souvent manipulateur venant de plusieurs administrations scolaires qui insistent que ce sont elles qui décident du contenu des journées de PP ? Serait-ce un autre exemple d’assaut à notre autonomie professionnelle et du désir de contrôler les enseignants ? Nous n’avons qu’à regarder ce qu’ils nous imposent : les buts de l’école souvent basés sur les résultats de tests standardisés (Évaluation des habiletés de base connue sous le nom de FSA, tests obligatoires de la commission scolaire, les examens faisant partie du programme du secondaire deuxième cycle, etc.), les analyses de résultats de tests standardisés, les inquiétudes des parents, les affaires ministérielles ou du conseil scolaire reliés à des changements administratifs ou technologiques qui n’ont rien à voir avec la pédagogie ou le PP ou avec la qualité d’enseignement. De plus, ces activités sont proposées de telle manière que si le personnel enseignant n’est pas d’accord pour y consacrer une journée de PP, les tâches devront être complétées à l’heure du dîner ou après l’école. Quel choix ! Tout ce qui n’est pas d’ordre perfectionnement professionnel devrait être géré durant une journée en dehors de nos jours de PP. Un autre scénario qui diminue, souvent même élimine le rôle des enseignants dans la planification de leurs journées de PP, est l’entente qu’ils ont prise avec leur administration de prendre toutes leurs journées au mois d’août au retour des vacances. Qui planifie le contenu de ces journées ? Qui les contrôle ? De plus longues vacances agréables au printemps qui réjouissent les enseignantes et les enseignants épuisés en échange pour la perte de contrôle du PP. Ne faut-il pas se poser la question : quels sont les dangers à long terme ? Il est important que tous les enseignantes et les enseignants utilisent leurs journées de PP à leur pleine valeur et qu’ils demeurent en contrôle de leur contenu. Nous représentons une abondance de ressources humaines de haute qualité et d’expertise professionnelle. Nous faisons partie d’une équipe qui se classe parmi les meilleurs au monde. Il faut exprimer au représentant du PP de notre école nos besoins individuels ou de groupe. Il faut insister pour obtenir des activités de PP en français qui répondent aux besoins uniques des programmes français. La Fédération offre des ateliers ´ gratuits ª en français, vous n’avez qu’à nous les demander. De plus, rappelez-vous qu’il y a beaucoup d’expertes et d’experts parmi nous qui pourraient partager leurs connaissances durant une activité de PP&151;portez-vous volontaire ! Organisez des tables rondes. Pour ceux qui désirent s’impliquer à un différent niveau, utilisez vos journées pour faire une recherche-action. La Fédération offre la formation et l’appui nécessaire pour participer dans ce programme valorisant qui bénéficie les enseignantes et les enseignants, les élèves et la profession. Ne donnez pas le contrôle à ceux et celles qui se soucient principalement de rendre des comptes au conseil scolaire, le ministère et les parents. L’éducation ce n’est pas des chiffres et un focus sur le classement, c’est de la pédagogie et le processus d’apprentissage. Ne l’oublions pas et défendons notre philosophie basée sur l’enfant. Lors de l’Assemblée générale annuelle (AGA) en mars dernier, les membres participants ont approuvé le plan qui propose de consacrer une de nos journées de PP durant l’année scolaire 2005–2006 à une réunion ayant pour but de discuter de notre PP. Cette séance structurée permettra aux enseignantes et enseignants de se renseigner sur les faits inquiétants qui se manifestent dans notre système d’éducation et ce, partout dans la province. Nous faisons face à des menaces réelles à notre autonomie professionnelle. Un plan d’action sera établi pour reprendre le contrôle de nos journées de PP et pour former une solidarité locale et provinciale. Je vous encourage fortement à y participer. Nos journées de perfectionnement professionnel sont importantes et elles nous appartiennent ! Synopsis: School administrators are attempting to take over teachers’ professional development days in dictatorial, oppressive or manipulative ways in order to control the content of those days and reduce the autonomy of teachers. Teachers have fought hard to obtain their PD days outside of the calendar year and those PD days belong to teachers! Ghislaine Varin, Coordonnatrice des Programmes et Services français de la FECB.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media last tweet "" @ - 12:00am Follow @ last post "" facebook/ - Jan 1st Like Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141007,www.theglobeandmail.com,http://www.theglobeandmail.com/globe-debate/why-the-monarchy-sigh-still-survives-in-canada/article4181939/,Why the monarchy (sigh) still survives in Canada - The Globe and Mail Jump to main navigationJump to main content Search: News & Quotes Jobs News Search News by eluta.ca Search Jobs at eluta.ca Jobs Login Register 18  Toronto Subscribe Help Home News Opinion Business Investing Sports Life Arts Technology Drive Video Editorials Letters to the Editor Columnists The Munk Debates Home» Globe Debate Even if Australia and New Zealand ditched the royal link, Canada?s Constitution would make it nigh impossible. Even if Australia and New Zealand ditched the royal link, Canada?s Constitution would make it nigh impossible. ROYAL LINKS Why the monarchy (sigh) still survives in Canada Add to ... Jeffrey Simpson The Globe and Mail Published Friday, Jul. 01 2011, 2:00 AM EDT Last updated Monday, Sep. 10 2012, 10:53 AM EDT Comments Print / License AA William and Kate Windsor, recently married, will some day be King and Queen of Canada. The Windsors, visiting from England, will greet their future subjects on Parliament Hill on Canada Day. As both graduated from university and seem like intelligent people, they’ll have been briefed about some things Canadian. William will read the speeches someone else prepared and say all the appropriate things about this country. The couple will undoubtedly be given a rapturous reception, as befits the world’s newest celebrities. The royal consort’s dress choices will undoubtedly be given the closest of scrutiny, as befits the world media’s priorities. More related to this story Words Canadians have wrought Are Canadians happy? We say we are How I found myself in the Canadian flag Brian Gable/The Globe and Mail Editorial cartoon Editorial cartoons, July 2011 It would be unpardonably rude not to greet the future King and Queen of Canada with courtesy. They didn’t ask for such titles. The jobs just came with the territory, so to speak, a historical hangover from which Canada can’t extricate itself. To do so would require a constitutional amendment supported by the federal government and all 10 provinces – a theoretical possibility but a practical impossibility. So the monarchy will survive in Canada, if not thrive, although the handsome newlyweds are already such world celebrities that their appearance just might give the monarchy a puff of additional, temporary popularity. Last summer, when the Queen and Prince Philip visited (it was her 22nd royal tour to Canada since 1952), a Harris/Decima poll revealed that 48 per cent of respondents didn’t know they were coming. Half agreed that the monarchy was a “relic of our colonial past that has no place in Canada today.” When their trip concluded – during which the Queen was her usual splendid self – attitudes had improved slightly. An Angus Reid poll showed support for Canada’s remaining a monarchy had reached 36 per cent, up from 33 per cent. Earlier this year, the Environics Institute issued another in a series of Focus Canada studies that have tracked Canadian attitudes for 30 years. Asked to identify Canada’s most important symbol, respondents chose a long list, with health care at the top and the monarchy at the bottom. The order of symbols on the list hadn’t changed in the previous decade. Over the years, public opinion surveys have shown similar results. The monarchy is considered irrelevant or of little interest to the largest number of Canadians. Those who care passionately about it, one way or the other, are in a minority. Of those who do care, however, the pro-monarchists are the most committed to their cause. They can count among them Prime Minister Stephen Harper, an unabashed public monarchist. He’s a bit of a supporter of what’s called the “anglosphere,” that collection of English-speaking countries within which the monarchy plays a symbolic role. Public opinion surveys are of almost no value in judging Canadians’ real attitudes, since questions about the monarchy are in the abstract. There has never been a sustained, serious debate in Canada about the monarchy, as in Australia. No political party has ever demanded one; no political leader has ever encouraged one. Whatever their private views, they haven’t considered the issue important enough. Lacking a focused debate, those who want an alternative have never been put to the test: designing something else to replace the monarchy. Australian anti-monarchists stumbled over that very problem, dividing themselves between those who wanted a popularly elected head of state and those who wanted Parliament to make the selection. At some point, the Australians will have another go at the monarchy question, because polls Down Under consistently show strong support for change. Change to what and how to get there remain the challenge. In any event, even if Australia, followed by New Zealand, ditched the royal link, Canada’s Constitution would make it nigh impossible to sever the link to Charles and Camilla and William and Kate and their progeny. So they will be among us, although not really part of us, for many Canada Days to come. Under these circumstances, we might just as well see to it that they enjoy themselves, since they didn’t ask for the job. Happy Canada Day.   Topics: Prince Philip Queen Elizabeth II Decima Angus Reid England Canada Comments Print / License AA In the know Life Jennifer Lawrence: Thank you for your real talk about the nude-photo hack Life We should embrace fermented foods – for the sake of our tastebuds and our health Life Condo near Eglinton LRT line sells over asking in three days Report on Business How this fast-growing Ontario firm is reinventing the cybersecurity game Highlights News Programs that aim to close the skills gap for grads Globe Investor In today's hot housing market, first-time buyers can't afford to get in More from The Globe and Mail Report on Business RBC hires two new metals specialists in London Arts TV superheroes flocking to Vancity for their comic book universes More Top Stories International Business Buy America ruling reversed on Colorado bridge made with Ontario steel Globe Debate How our 20-year fight for Canada-Europe free trade finally succeeded Hockey Veteran goalie Brodeur says he can help a team, but isn’t scared of retirement Film A short film about bedbugs with a lesson in acceptance Success Stories Why more business travellers are turning to Airbnb Investment Ideas Investors sticking it out while Transcontinental diversifies Video Terror in Iraq and Syria for Christian refugees How to turn your unwanted trash into cash Robots takes center stage at CEATEC tech show Are low oil prices here to stay? Photos Take a look at London's Leadenhall Building connect with us Products Globe Unlimited Digital all access pass across devices. subscribe The Globe and Mail Newspaper Newspaper delivered to your doorstep. subscribe Globe2Go The digital replica of our newspaper. subscribe Globe eBooks A collection of articles by the Globe. subscribe See all Globe Products Advertise with us GlobeLink.ca Your number one partner for reaching Canada's Influential Achievers. learn more Or go directly to: Newspaper Magazine Digital Globe Alliance: extend your reach Globe Edge: custom content Classifieds The Globe at your Workplace Globe Unlimited group license Purchase ROB Top 1000 data Data & research products License content & financial data Our Company About us Work at The Globe Staff Customer Service Contact Us FAQs Customer Care website Digital subscription services Print subscription services Change your delivery address Vacation Stops Globe Recognition Recognition card Mobile Apps News Investing NEWS APP Available for download on the following devices iPhone iPad Android Blackberry INVESTING APP Available for download on the following devices iPhone Blackberry Other Sections Appointments Art Store Births & Announcements Corrections Classifieds Classroom Edition Deaths Newspaper Ads Real Estate Special Reports Site Map Terms & Conditions Privacy Policy Disclaimer Accessibility Policy Community Guidelines Globe sustainability Editorial Code of Conduct © Copyright 2014 The Globe and Mail Inc. All Rights Reserved. 444 Front St. W., Toronto,  ON  Canada  M5V 2S9 Phillip Crawley, Publisher Add to Watchlist Add to Watchlist We've run into a glitch. Please try again later. We've run into a glitch. Please try again later. x Customize your reading font XS S M L XL The quick brown fox jumps over the lazy dog The quick brown fox jumps over the lazy dog The quick brown fox jumps over the lazy dog The quick brown fox jumps over the lazy dog The quick brown fox jumps over the lazy dog)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/BargainingAndContracts.aspx?id=4964&printPage=true,BCTF > BC Labour Relations Board Decision November 8, 2001, BCLRB No. B418/2001  	Bargaining and contracts  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Bargaining and Contracts > Bargaining Rights > LRB Decisions Note: You may experience problems printing this document in some versions of Netscape. This document has been provided to the BCTF in HTML format by the B.C. Labour Relations Board. The BCLRB posts decisions on a weekly basis in PDF format at http://www.lrb.bc.ca/decisions/. You may wish to access the PDF version of the decision for printing purposes. BRITISH COLUMBIA LABOUR RELATIONS BOARD November 9, 2001 To Interested Parties Dear Sirs/Mesdames: Re: British Columbia Public School Employers' Association -and- British Columbia Teachers' Federation (Essential Services Order - Case No. 46556) It has been brought to my attention that the employer name on the title page of the decision B418/2001 should be amended to read: ALL BOARDS, AS DEFINED IN THE SCHOOL ACT, IN THE PROVINCE REPRESENTED BY BRITISH COLUMBIA PUBLIC SCHOOL EMPLOYERS' ASSOCIATION. Also, the Date of Hearing and Date of Decision on the title page should both read November 8, 2001. Further at paragraph 1, the quotation on the second line and extending to the third line should have the word "other" omitted. This is also the case at paragraph 9, line four. Enclosed* are copies of the amended pages. We regret any inconvenience these errors may have caused. Yours truly, LABOUR RELATIONS BOARD Susan Noble Acting Executive Assistant to Lisa Hansen Vice-Chair and Registrar *amended decision follows this notice BCLRB No. B418/2001 BRITISH COLUMBIA LABOUR RELATIONS BOARD ALL BOARDS, AS DEFINED IN THE SCHOOL ACT, IN THE PROVINCE REPRESENTED BY BRITISH COLUMBIA PUBLIC SCHOOL EMPLOYERS' ASSOCIATION (the "Employer" or "BCPSEA") -and- BRITISH COLUMBIA TEACHERS' FEDERATION (the "Union" or "BCTF")   PANEL: Lisa Hansen, Vice-Chair and Registrar APPEARANCES: Enid Marion, for the Employer John Rogers, for the Union CASE NO.: 46556 DATE OF HEARING: November 8, 2001 DATE OF DECISION: November 8, 2001 DECISION OF THE BOARD I. Nature of the Application 1 BCPSEA applies for a clarification or revision to the Board's order in BCLRB No. B409/2001 that during Phase 1 job action BCTF members need not "[a]dminister or supervise FSA or any District or Ministry test" (para. 7). The BCPSEA says that the BCTF is breaching the Board's order by instructing its members not to administer and supervise provincial exams. The BCPSEA asks that the Board direct the teachers to do so. II. Background 2 The majority of the background to this application is contained in BCLRB Nos. B383/2001 and B409/2001 and will not be repeated here except to the extent necessary for this decision. 3 In BCLRB No. B409/2001, the Board set out a list of activities that BCTF members need not perform during Phase 1 job action (paras. 7-9). The Board further ordered that activities not referenced in the decision must be continued during Phase 1 job action, in the normal fashion (paras. 6 and 10). 4 The BCTF commenced their Phase 1 job action on November 8, 2001 and informed BCPSEA that pursuant to the Board's order in BCLRB No. B409/2001, it would not administer or supervise provincial examinations. 5 Certain School Districts are in the process of conducting provincial examinations. Provincial examinations are Grade 12 examinations conducted in certain subjects. During this process, except for the writing of exams, schools are otherwise closed. The examinations are conducted during the instructional day and their administration and supervision is normally part of the teachers' regular duties. 6 The BCPSEA disagrees with the BCTF's interpretation of the Board's order. Pursuant to the Board's order in BCLRB No. B409/2001, the dispute was referred to Step 3 of the grievance procedure set out in the Collective Agreement. The dispute was not resolved and BCPSEA referred the matter to the Board. III. Argument of the Parties 7 Due to the expedited nature of the process and the need for a quick decision, I will only very briefly refer to the parties' arguments. 8 In essence, BCPSEA argues that based on the submissions of the parties before the Board in BCLRB No. B409/2001 and the language in that decision, the Board's order means that BCTF members will continue to administer and supervise provincial examinations. 9 BCTF, on the other hand, argues that according to the submissions of the parties before the Board in BCLRB No. B409/2001 and the language in that decision, the Board's order means that BCTF members need not "administer or supervise FSA or any District or Ministry test", and this includes provincial exams. IV. Decision 10 For clarification, this is a continuation of the process set out in BCLRB No. B383/2001 (Section 2(ii)). As a result, the conditions in paragraph 4 of BCLRB No. B409/2001 continue to apply to this decision. In light of this, and in order to provide the parties with a decision prior to the continuation of BCTF's Phase 1 job action tomorrow and the continuation of the provincial examinations in certain School Districts, this decision is being issued without reasons. 11 Although both parties argued that the Board's order in BCLRB No. B409/2001 was clear as to whether the administration or supervision of FSA or any District or Ministry test includes provincial exams, both parties also agreed that this matter was not argued before that panel of the Board. 12 I find that this issue was not determined by the Board in BCLRB No. B409/2001 and that it is therefore not clear whether provincial exams were included or excluded from the phrase "[a]dminister or supervise FSA or any District or Ministry test". The most that can be said is that the parties each had their own understanding of what they thought the order meant in this regard and that this matter was not argued before the Board in BCLRB No. B409/2001. 13 Based on the arguments of the parties before me, I order that the administration and supervision of provincial examinations will continue to be provided by teachers subject to the Employer utilizing management and excluded staff to the best extent possible to replace teachers for these activities and subject to the Employer combining students taking the provincial examinations in a larger room, such as a gymnasium, to the best extent possible. 14 Except as modified by the above, current Collective Agreement provisions will continue to apply. 15 If there is a dispute arising from this decision, the dispute may be referred by either party to the Board on short notice. 16 This decision reflects the current determination of the Board. The decision may be varied by agreement of the parties or revised by successful application to the Board by BCPSEA or BCTF. LABOUR RELATIONS BOARD LISA HANSEN VICE-CHAIR AND REGISTRAR)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11034,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2002 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 14, Number 7, May/June 2002 Exploring cultural heritage through art by Carolynn Elliot Imag1 Nations was a major school-wide event created by Fleetwood Park Secondary School in Surrey, after a creative "collision of the minds" of teacher-librarian Barbara Cooper and me. Shared interests and philosophies led from a simple conversation to a yearlong building toward the project that ultimately engaged all staff. As an art teacher, I was excited about the chance to expose more students to the visual arts and to help students understand that "who we are" is very much infused into what we express in imagery. Barbara and I saw Imag1 Nations as a vehicle for exploring First Nations issues, the complexities of living in a multicultural society, various art forms, and the expression of personal identity. Description Imag1 Nations comprised four main components. The opening ceremony started the focus week with a bang. Moderated by a student, the assembly featured comments from the minister of multiculturalism, elders and chiefs from area bands, and various school-board dignitaries. Aboriginal student dancers entertained, and an Aboriginal student made a ceremonial presentation to the chiefs. Everyone was then invited to a reception in the library. During the focus week, 50 presentations were offered. We were fortunate to find presenters of such high caliber. Many had performed or exhibited nationally or internationally or had been honoured with awards for their achievements. All but one of the 18 presenters was Aboriginal. Their occupations included printmaker and painter, carver, weaver, animation artist, photographer, sculptor, button blanket artist, illustrator, author, and historian. The three weeks that followed the focus week provided interdisciplinary exploration. Ideas and techniques presented during the focus week were developed and applied in various subjects and expanded to include many cultures. Finally, at the closing ceremony, the students showcased what they had learned, expressing themselves through the visual arts, storytelling, poetry, and other writing, a video production, and dance. Food prepared by students in home economics added a tasty dimension to the event. Planning The majority of planning time for the project centred on identifying and contacting presenters. Ideas came from many sources, including Richmond Art Gallery’s Embracing the Visionaries brochure, a variety of workshops, conferences, personal contacts, ArtStarts in Schools, media outlets, library books, publishers’ catalogues and reps, Preview-a-Community art events guide, the internet, and presenters themselves. Lesson planning Teachers were invited to create lessons, thus sharing ownership of the project and making it easier for greater numbers of teachers to be involved during the event itself. Many ideas were generated as teachers perused resources on display in the library. Those were formatted and shared with the whole staff. Staff Involvement At the first Pro-D session of the year, we presented information to the staff, reviewing the goals and the staff’s previous commitment to the project. Each teacher received a resource package containing a one-page fact sheet, program schedule, bibliography of library resources, list of presenters, list of all lesson plans, sorted by curriculum area, and several generic lesson plans. Teachers then had the opportunity to sign up for the guest workshops. Afterward, department heads were encouraged to discuss ideas for Imag1 Nations with department members. Once again, the resources were displayed in the library along with the "Art Bag" of supplies available for sign out. Planning committee members made themselves available throughout the day to assist teachers. Student involvement Eighty classes were involved, under the stewardship of 25 teachers. Not only did they participate in the focus week, but also an overwhelming majority followed through with extension activities and contributed to the closing celebration. Over the course of the Imag1 Nations project, students began to show pride in their cultural heritage. Self-concept was positively developed, and identities were forged as students reflected on their cultural traditions and found ways to express what was important to them and to incorporate their personal imagery into their schoolwork. Some teachers reported that Imag1 Nations was a catalyst for students’ connecting with the curriculum and learning, creating an academic turning point. Art and Imag1 Nations In art classes, the project offered an opportunity to teach culture and history as well as explore different media through the art lessons. Additionally, students were exposed to people in art-related careers. Another big plus was the integration of fine arts and other subjects and the chance to further the legitimacy of art in communicating ideas and personal imagery. First Nations art and culture were explored by students, but class projects also focussed on the culture and traditions represented by the students in the class. Topics included beliefs and symbolism, mythology, current issues, and legends. Imag1 Nations also offered an excellent forum for artists to talk about why they make art and the processes they use to create their images. Carolynn Elliot teaches at Fleetwood Park Secondary School, Surrey. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "October is #FosterFamilyMonth. Thank you #BC for opening your homes and hearts to more than 5,900 children and youth." @John_Yap - 11:14pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=10046,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 3, Jan./Feb. 2003 An in-dwelling midst questions of student achievement by Laura Wood Richter At a district-wide orientation meeting for school planning councils I recently attended, the language of "student achievement" came up again and again. It was emphasized that school planning councils have as their main focus an improvement in student achievement. This led me to question what it is we mean by student achievement and how it is we plan to measure an improvement or lack thereof and the possible implications of the understandings and forms of measurement we adopt. I am interested in how we are to understand student achievement within a rapidly changing global context into which our children will constitute themselves as adults. I begin my considerations here with reference to Klein’s Etymological Dictionary, where I found the roots of the words in question. The word student comes to us from the Latin studere, meaning "to apply oneself to." Achievement has its roots in both the Old French achiever, meaning to accomplish, complete and in the Latin accapare, meaning "to come to an end." Here we would be led to understand that education has an end, a place of closure. Here student achievement would be understood as a measure of how much students have grasped when they get to the end. This understanding of student achievement is consistent with the understanding of education that led to the creation of the first schools. The schools were designed for indoctrinating young people into the scripts and religious texts of their time. I feel a sense of unease here, a discomfort with an understanding of education concerned with getting to the end—essentially a hurrying us to a place where nothing more is expected to happen. When we consider questions in terms of ends, we are drawn to the sorts of questions for which an end is possible, to those questions whose answers we already know. These are the kinds of questions that we can use to quantitatively measure student achievement. A measure of student achievement in such an understanding becomes a measure of how well the students grasp and demonstrate that which is wholly outside of them, that which already was before them, and that which is not altered by what it is they have to offer. This is the metaphor of the student as an empty vessel with the all-knowing teacher pouring preconceived knowledge in and the end—the student achievement—can be clearly measured by evaluating how well students are able to perform that which they have grasped. Standardized exams are useful in this context. Here, improvements in student achievement translate into students’ grasping and demonstrating their grasp of ever-increasing bodies of preconceived knowledge and skills. Value placed in the results of student achievement so measured, lead the classroom focus to shift further and further toward the metaphor of students as empty vessels and teachers as holding all the answers. Classroom time comes to be dominated by teacher talk and student memorization of information and practice of skills to be tested as teachers and administrators strive to better prepare their students to be measured. What is seen to be important is that which can and, even more narrowly, that which will be tested. This understanding (or misunderstanding) of education leads to cries for tougher standards and more standardized exams. Alfie Kohn, an internationally recognized educator, has devoted an entire book (The Schools Our Children Deserve: Moving Beyond Traditional Classrooms and "Tougher Standards") to a thoroughly researched and dramatic critique of the ineffectiveness at best of such an approach to education. We are struggling with many issues: ethical, political, economic, environmental, scientific... Threats of violence undermine our sense of security. Our planet is undergoing dramatic change in response to the demands we have placed upon it. Cries of "unsustainable" echo and reverberate around discussions of social programs, natural resources, political agreements... The way we are living on this planet is itself unsustainable, and for human beings to be spared the status of yet another species lost to extinction, we are called to make dramatic changes. In the words of Albert Einstein, "the problems that we have created cannot be solved at the level of thinking that created them." We are going to need to make changes in ways we have not yet considered. We do not yet have the "correct" answers to these important questions of survival. We--including our world’s experts--are not even sure what questions to ask. And as pedagogues in such times is it not important that we stand attuned to the quality of what is happening in our schools such that the very ways of being that make possible new levels of thinking are nourished and not extinguished? Are we not called to hold open classroom environments that would encourage a student like Albert Einstein, rather than find him unfit to be taught? Such an understanding of student achievement, where grasping and performing the one correct, preconceived answer dominates classroom life, leaves no space for a lived curriculum vibrant with questioning, with interrogating the status quo, with asking the questions that spring forth from each unique gathering of teacher and students bringing together diverse experiences and perspectives. It leaves no space for constituting and re-constituting new ways of understanding. It leaves no space for understanding to wind upwards, outwards, and downwards as understanding follows considerations of implications in the forming and re-forming of our understandings. Such a classroom space could not tolerate the genius driving Albert Einstein to question every strand of the status quo, his questioning threatening the very fabric of education so understood. And rather than risk the unravelling of the tapestry, Einstein was let go, excluded. The problem was clearly and unambiguously seen to be Einstein’s refusal to conform rather than a flaw in the tapestry itself. Here we stand, with so much changing around us, and we are called in our continuing leadership as educators to consider our educational tapestry. How are we to understand student achievement here? What place in this tapestry are standardized exams to hold? What is to be the place of the strand concerned with the one correct answer and how are the other strands to come together--strands of past and present and strands not yet? Laura Wood Richter is a former teacher whose children have just entered the school system. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=22387&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 23, Number 5, March 2011   Members set their sights on bargaining A number of members were asked recently to briefly describe their hopes for the upcoming round of local and provincial bargaining. Becky Blair, Creston I would like to see successful local and provincial bargaining with significant reinstatement of local working and learning conditions. Generally the empowerment of locals to bargain contracts satisfactorily, which address the issues of post and fill, seniority, and working and learning concerns. We are discussing strategies to encourage our board to embrace local bargaining and preparing to open. Myriam Dumont, Vancouver Maternity-leave provisions, improvements in TTOC pay and benefits, and class size/composition are the most important items for me. Sue Heuman, Surrey I hope that we become a truly inclusive union of professionals. We need to make sure all members are treated in an equitable and fair manner; distributed learning, adult educators, and TTOC issues need to be addressed. Improvements in these areas would include seniority, benefits, and paid leaves for union work. Locally, our bargaining committee has identified local issues from the survey of our members in September. We have attended the bargaining training and conference to help us understand the issues and the process. Christina McDermott, North Okanagan-Shuswap My hope is for genuine collective bargaining done in good faith. Class-size and composition provisions and prep time and benefits are most important for me. Locally we have been intensively combing through our collective agreement for areas to improve. Surveys have been used to see what our members want bargained. Kyle McVicar, Fort Nelson Quite simply, teachers deserve more prep time, more money, better benefits, and smaller classes. Our local bargaining committee is prioritizing the survey results and will be taking those issues forward in bargaining. Eli Silver, Vernon As an addition to the list I would like to see improved, uniform occupational health and safety policies in BC schools. Brenda Stewart, Nanaimo My wish is for real bargaining with both sides having the ability to make decisions at the local level. We need full benefits for TTOCs and scale pay from day one, seniority for all teachers, for call-out, and post and fill. Our local has completed a membership survey and the bargaining committee is working on finalizing objectives. Meetings are being held with local politicians. Treena Stewart, Cranbrook My hope is seniority for TTOCs; seniority based call-out and post and fill. I will hopefully be the TTOC contact on our local bargaining team, conducting discussions in staffrooms, working with the TTOC Advisory Committee, and involved with local TTOC meetings. Bruce Thomas, Victoria I want to see successful local bargaining and wage and benefits improvements provincially. In preparing for local bargaining there have been radio interviews with the local president, communication with the membership, and local action-focus groups to determine action strategies. Ongoing lobbying of politicians. – David Denyer )
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(20141007,www.huffingtonpost.ca,http://www.huffingtonpost.ca/2014/05/26/bc-teachers-strike-2014_n_5390508.html?1401123502&utm_hp_ref=canada-british-columbia,B.C. Teachers Strike 2014: Rotating Walkouts Could Continue, Says Union View mobile site October 7, 2014 Huffpost Canada British Columbia ca Edition: ca Show/Hide Brasil BR Canada CA Deutschland DE España ES France FR Italia IT 日本 (Japan) JP 한국 (Korea) KR Maghreb MG United Kingdom UK United States US Region: BC Show/Hide All Canada Alberta British Columbia Québec (en français) Follow Newsletters Get Canada British ColumbiaNewsletters Email address Enter Email Address Huffington Post Search Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search iOS app Android app More Log in Create Account Notifications 0 $USERNAME Profile Settings Logout FRONT PAGE Politics Ford Still Doesn't Understand Racism 51 Unvetted Judge Joins Supreme Court 43 Kenney Posts Photos Of Iraqi Children To Make Case For ISIL Airstrikes 91 Clinton: Canadian Help In ISIL Fight 'Indispensable' 44 Canadians Left In A Fog Of War 42 Go to Politics More in Politics The Pulse Stephen Harper You Might Also Like US Politics UK Politics Business Porn Company Has A Raunchy Deal For Air Canada Pilots 3 Sun News Just Lost Its Main Source Of Content; What Now? 49 Canadian Cities Surprisingly Unpopular Destinations For Workers 0 This Is How You Rack Up U.S. Roaming Charges While In Canada 14 Look What China Might Actually Build 47 Go to Business More in Business Small Business Money You Might Also Like Tech TechCrunch Autoblog WorldPost Spanish Nurse First To Contract Ebola Outside West Africa 518 It's Been 3 Weeks Since Anyone's Seen Kim And Rumors Are Swirling 91 3 New Findings On ISIS Weapons That You Should Know About 0 Kurds Face Massacre In Syrian Border Town As Turkey Just Watches 334 American Held Hostage By ISIS: 'I Am Obviously Pretty Scared To Die' 70 Go to WorldPost More in WorldPost Foreign Affairs World Elections Arab Uprising Afghanistan War Syria Crisis You Might Also Like Travel Impact Living 100 Pumpkin Carvings That Will Inspire You 0 Fried Maple Leaves Are A Delicacy In Japan, And We're Jealous 6 WATCH: HuffPost Readers School Us On Toronto's Real Must-Eats 2 Toronto Dubbed Fourth Most Livable City In The World 0 33 Signs You Live In Liberty Village 1 Go to Living You Might Also Like Healthy Living Food Recipes Divorce Women Parentdish Green Post50 Weddings Style Best Halloween Costumes For Men And Women 0 Most Offensive Products In Retail 3 Canadian Model Coco Rocha Is Pregnant! 4 LOOK: Matthew McConaughey Wears 'Dazed And Confused' T-Shirt 1 Go to Style More in Style Beauty Fashion Celeb Style Entertaining and Etiquette Stylelist Canada Wedding Style Home Style You Might Also Like Style (U.S.) Weddings Stylelist Canada Entertainment Kris Jenner Opens Up About The Late Robert Kardashian 6 Blake Lively Is Pregnant! 30 Mariah Carey Proves She's Not Lip-Synching 42 Is This Where George Clooney And Amal Alamuddin Honeymooned? 7 Pregnant Kelly Rowland Poses Topless In Black And White Photo Shoot 2 Go to Entertainment You Might Also Like Music Celebrity TV Moviefone Arts The Glamorous History Of Pin-Up Like You've Never Seen It Before 3 1 Here Are A Bunch Of F*cking Delightful Artsy Cat Photos. You're Welcome. 3 This Is What It Really Looks Like To Be A Modern Day Nun 8 New Animation-Inspired Art Show Will Make You Yearn For Saturday Morning Cartoons 0 Go to Arts You Might Also Like Books Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Religion Alberta 20 Puppies Found Abandoned In Field 6 Anti-Abortion Postcard Targets Tory MP.. Again 26 Mystery 'GPO Girl' Turns Up In Calgary 3 Major Saskatchewan Train Derailment 2 Dozens Of Dead Cats Found, Another 62 Euthanized 0 Go to Alberta More in Alberta Alberta Politics Alberta Business Alison Redford Calgary Edmonton British Columbia B.C. Teen Killed By Train Was Wearing Headphones, Texting: RCMP 13 Anthem Singer's Fall Is Lesson In Showmanship 3 Pastafarian Loses B.C. Driver's Licence Over Holy Colander 0 Elderly Asian Women Attacked In Vancouver 0 Lawyers Of Convicted Surrey Six Gangsters Want Mistrial 3 Go to British Columbia More in British Columbia B.C. Politics B.C. Business Christy Clark Vancouver All Sections News Canada Politics Canada Business US Politics US Business World Media Sports Education Crime Weird News Good News Daily Finance Entertainment Entertainment Music TV Celebrity Comedy Arts Books Moviefone Life & Style Living Style Home Healthy Living Taste Weddings Travel Parents Divorce HuffPost 50 Marlo Thomas OWN Tech & Science Tech Science Green Techcrunch Engadget TUAW Joystiq Voices Impact Women Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Religion College Teen Local Quebec (French) Calgary Montreal Ottawa Toronto Vancouver Winnipeg Mapquest Patch.com Our Mobile Apps: iPhone iPad HuffPost Live iPad Android Phone Android Tablet British Columbia B.C. Politics B.C. Business Christy Clark Vancouver Anthem Singer's Fall Is Lesson In Showmanship 2014-10-05 23:32:54 Pastafarian Loses B.C. Driver's Licence Over Holy Colander 2014-10-06 20:10:58 45 Signs You're A Vancouver Canucks Fan 2014-10-04 00:27:49 B.C. Teen Killed By Train Was Wearing Headphones, Texting: RCMP 2014-10-07 02:49:46 Elderly Asian Women Attacked In Vancouver 2014-10-06 17:25:49 When It Comes to Jumbo Glacier Resort, All Questions Lead Back To Powerful Minister 2014-10-06 15:46:02 Aldergrove School Playground Condemned 2014-10-06 17:50:31 This Derelict Van 'Home' Costs $550/Month To Rent In B.C. 2014-10-03 16:05:46 LOOK: Stunning Scenes By B.C.'s October Photographer 2014-10-03 14:22:55 Vancouver Mom Who Killed Her 2 Babies Sentenced 2014-10-07 13:46:41 LOOK: Old Vancouver Bank's New Life 2014-10-03 17:52:32 Premier Denies Downplaying B.C. LNG Expectations 2014-10-06 20:57:52 Recognize This Photo? Here's The Story Behind It 2014-10-03 16:58:41 Lawyers Of Convicted Surrey Six Gangsters Want Mistrial 2014-10-06 18:59:52 Petronas Threatens To Delay B.C. LNG Project By A Decade 2014-10-06 14:02:15 Previous Story Next Story B.C. Teachers Strike 2014: Rotating Walkouts Could Continue, Says Union CP  | By Steven Chua, The Canadian Press Posted: 05/25/2014 8:01 pm EDT Updated: 07/26/2014 5:59 am EDT Share Tweet Email Comment tumblr reddit Jim Iker, president of the B.C. Teachers' Federation, speaks to reporters on the first day of rotating strikes by B.C. teachers. VANCOUVER - Teachers in British Columbia say the government's plan to dock their pay by 10 per cent won't stop them from starting job action on Monday. "Rotating strikes will continue week-to-week, depending on what kind of progress there is at the bargaining table," said B.C. Teachers' Federation president Jim Iker in an interview. Teachers have said they will walk out of every public school in the province for one day from May 26 to May 29 unless the dispute is resolved. If no progress is made in negotiations following this round of rotating strikes, another could follow as soon as next Monday, Iker said. While teachers are off the job, extracurricular activities will come to a halt and unionized school support staff will not cross picket lines. The sticking points in the dispute are pay, class size and classroom support. The government is offering a 7.3 per cent wage increase over six years. Teachers want 13.7 per cent over four years. Peter Cameron, the government's lead negotiator, called that demand unreasonable and said the wage and benefits teachers are seeking would give them four times more than other unions which have negotiated with government. Iker said the teachers are not taking this action lightly. "We think we've been very patient in this round of bargaining" he added. "At some point in time the thinking was we had to put some pressure on the bargaining table." Cameron, who represents the BC Public School Employers' Association, said teachers' demands would cost each taxpayer roughly $1,100. "The union must sooner or later recognize that that's really out of line," Cameron said in an interview. Iker said B.C. teachers are the second lowest-paid in Canada — after Prince Edward Island — and their demands are in line with the cost of living. The rotating strikes are the latest in a bitter ongoing dispute between teachers and government. Union members voted 89 per cent in favour of striking in March. Teachers stopped supervising students outside the classroom or communicating in writing to administrators in their first stage of job action. The government backed off its initial proposal for a 10-year contract, replacing it with a six-year agreement while offering a $1,200 signing bonus. But it then announced it would cut teachers' pay by five per cent in retaliation for the teachers' limited job action if a deal were not reached by the end of the school year. Education Minister Peter Fassbender said the salary clawback amounts to deducting pay based on teachers' reduction of work. Teachers declared the rotating strikes after the government's announcement. Iker said the job action was prompted by the province's unfair wage demands and unwillingness to offer any contract improvements to class size, class composition or specialist teachers. In response to the rotating strikes, government said it would implement a partial lockout which would dock teachers' pay by 10 per cent, starting on the day of the job action. The lockout limits the amount of work teachers can do before and after classes and also forces high school teachers to stay home for three days and elementary teachers to be off work for one day. "We are suspending the performance of specified duties and reducing the hours of work of your members, which provides the basis for this reduction in salary," said a letter from the BC Public School Employers' Association. Iker said the lockout would leave student work unmarked and hurt such extracurricular activities as graduation. The government responded with an online letter saying the partial lockout would not prevent teachers from volunteering for extracurricular activities or prevent them from marking student assignments. In January, the B.C. Supreme Court found it was unconstitutional for the teachers to have class composition and size stripped from their collective agreement. The government then went back to court and received a temporary stay of the ruling. Related on HuffPost: Close  B.C. Teachers' Strike 2014 of   Coquitlam teachers get information before voting on a contract deal with the province on Sept. 18, 2014. Coquitlam teachers gather to vote on the contract deal with the province on Sept. 18, 2014. Teachers celebrate news of a tentative deal in their contract dispute with the province on Sept. 16, 2014. Jim Iker, president of the B.C. Teachers' Federation, recommended members ratify the tentative deal at a news conference in Vancouver on Sept. 16, 2014. Premier Christy Clark beamed and patted Education Minister Peter Fassbender on the back as she thanked students and parents for their patience at a news conference on Sept. 16, 2014. A teacher holds a sign referring to mediator Vince Ready. Teachers in Kelowna were all smiles on Sept. 16, 2014 as they welcomed news a tentative deal was reached between their union and the province. The bargaining team and table officers of the B.C. Teachers' Federation at the Delta Hotel where a tentative deal was reached on Sept. 16, 2014. Parents rallied and marched in downtown Vancouver on Sept. 14, 2014 to support striking public teachers. Striking teachers bundle up in Fort Nelson on Sept. 12, 2014. Click here for full coverage of the contract dispute. A rally in Kamloops on Sept. 8, 2014. Executives of the B.C. Teachers' Federation thank other unions for their support. A rally in Abbotsford on Sept. 5, 2014. Hundreds rallied at Vancouver's Canada Place on Sept. 5, 2014. McGee Secondary School classrooms in Vancouver sit empty on Sept. 5, 2014 during what was supposed to be the first week of school. A reporter tries to ask a question as B.C. Premier Christy Clark and Education Minister Peter Fassbender talk about the ongoing teachers' dispute at a news conference in Vancouver on Sept. 3, 2014. B.C. Premier Christy Clark and Education Minister Peter Fassbender leave a news conference after talking about the ongoing teachers' dispute in Vancouver on Sept.3, 2014. B.C students who are missing public school because of the teachers' strike rallied in front of the Vancouver Art Gallery on Sept. 2, 2014 against the job action. Emma Jackson, 14, entering Grade 10 at Windermere Secondary School, holds a sign with purposely misspelled words. Cleo Petric-Neighbour, left, and her friend Milan Gill, both six years old and entering Grade 1 at Lord Roberts Elementary School hold signs at the Vancouver rally. Ray Stewart, a teacher from Keating Elementary Saanich School district, joins parents, teachers and politicians rallying for B.C. education dubbed "Christy's Class" during a teach-in on the B.C. Legislature lawn in Victoria, B.C., Sept. 2, 2014 during what should be the first day of classes across the province. Kids draw chalk outlines as they join with their parents, teachers and politicians rally on the B.C. Legislature lawn in Victoria, B.C., September 2, 2014 during what should be the first day of classes across the province. Teachers walk the picket line outside the Britannia Secondary and Elementary Schools in Vancouver on Tuesday, Sept. 2, 2014. Teachers man the picket line outside the Britannia Secondary and Elementary Schools in Vancouver, B.C. Tuesday, Sept. 2, 2014. B.C. Teachers' Federation (BCTF) President Jim Iker speaks to the media regarding the ongoing teachers strike outside the Britannia Secondary and Elementary Schools in Vancouver on Tuesday, Sept. 2, 2014. Terri Scott, a sub-local president in Stewart, B.C., gets an unexpected picket line visitor on Aug. 29, 2014. B.C. Education Minister Peter Fassbender speaks about the teachers' strike and confirms classes at public school will not begin as scheduled, during a news conference in Vancouver, B.C., on Sunday Aug. 31, 2014. Mediator Vince Ready arrives at exploratory talks in the B.C. teachers' dispute on Aug. 28, 2014. After two days, he walked away from the meetings, saying the two sides were still too far apart for mediation to begin. B.C. Teachers' Federation president Jim Iker listens to a reporter's question in Victoria, B.C. on Aug. 27, 2014 after a meeting with all sides in the teachers' contract dispute at the legislature in Victoria. Education Minister Peter Fassbender speaks to media in Victoria, B.C., Aug. 27, 2014. A face-to-face meeting between all sides in the strike by public school teachers was held at the legislature in Victoria. Click here for full coverage of the contract dispute. B.C. senior government negotiator Peter Cameron speaks to media in Victoria, B.C. on Aug. 27, 2014 after a meeting with all sides in the teachers' contract dispute at the legislature in Victoria. Teachers rally in Kamloops where their union was holding its summer meeting on Aug. 24, 2014. Teachers gather in Campbell River on Aug. 8, 2014. Pickets have been held every Wednesday in Vernon. The Creston Valley Teachers' Association have been picketing in August. Saanich teachers were out raising support for their cause in early August. Rally in Vanderhoof. Rally in Vanderhoof. Rally in Vanderhoof. Teachers hold signs in Fort Nelson. A picket line in Kamloops-Thompson on Aug. 7, 2014. Teachers picket in front of Conrad Elementary School in Prince Rupert on Aug. 5, 2014. Teachers picket in Creston, B.C. on July 29, 2014. Gwen Floyd, centre, and her sons Quinlan Floyd, 5, dressed as Batman and Aidan Floyd, 9, dressed as a police officer, walk the picket line with teachers Brigitte Boily, left, Matthew McBride and Olivier Salvas, far right, outside L'Ecole Bilingue Elementary School on the first day of a full-scale walkout by B.C. public school teachers in Vancouver on June 17, 2014. Dressed as a police officer Aidan Floyd, 9, left, and his brother Quinlan Floyd, 5, dressed as Batman, walk with striking teachers and their mom, Gwen Floyd outside L'Ecole Bilingue Elementary School on the first day of a full-scale walkout by B.C. public school teachers in Vancouver on June 17, 2014. From left to right, Caroline Lichimo, a Grade 1 teacher, Lyse Cote, a teacher librarian, and Ginaya Peters, who teaches French immersion to special needs students, talk while sitting on the picket line outside Lord Tennyson Elementary School on the first day of a full-scale walkout by B.C. public school teachers in Vancouver on June 17, 2014. B.C. Education Minister Peter Fassbender walks to meet reporters in Vancouver on the first day of a full-scale walkout by B.C. public school teachers. B.C. Education Minister Peter Fassbender speaks about the status of bargaining with the teachers' union on June 17, 2014. Hundreds of B.C. teachers, parents and other union supporters rallied on the lawn of the B.C. legislature on June 16, 2014 in Victoria to protest against Premier Christy Clark and the government's latest contract offer. Click here for stories on the contract dispute. B.C. Teachers' Federation head Jim Iker speaks to media on the first day of the union's full-scale walkout on June 17, 2014. Teachers walk the picket line in Fort Nelson, B.C. on the first day of the full-scale strike on June 17, 2014. Teachers walk the picket line in Fort Nelson, B.C. on June 17, 2014. Teachers walk the picket line in Burnaby, B.C. on June 17, 2014. Teachers walk the picket line in Burnaby, B.C. on June 17, 2014. A rally in support of the BCTF was held in Victoria on June 16. A rally in support of the BCTF was held in Victoria on June 16. Hundreds of teachers rally at Bill Copeland Arena in Burnaby on June 16, 2014. Hundreds of teachers rally in Burnaby on June 16, 2014. Hundreds of teachers rally in Burnaby on June 16, 2014. Hundreds of teachers rally in Burnaby on June 16, 2014. Hundreds of teachers rally in Burnaby on June 16, 2014. Hundreds of teachers rally in Burnaby on June 16, 2014. Hundreds of teachers rally in Burnaby on June 16, 2014. Students use protest signs referencing the "Harry Potter" franchise and B.C. Education Minister Peter Fassbender. A crowd rallies in front of the Vancouver office of the B.C. Public School Employers' Association on June 10, 2014. A crowd rallies in front of the Vancouver office of the B.C. Public School Employers' Association on June 10, 2014. A crowd rallies in front of the Vancouver office of the B.C. Public School Employers' Association on June 10, 2014. A crowd rallies in front of the Vancouver office of the B.C. Public School Employers' Association on June 10, 2014. A crowd rallies in front of the Vancouver office of the B.C. Public School Employers' Association on June 10, 2014. A crowd rallies in front of the Vancouver office of the B.C. Public School Employers' Association on June 10, 2014. A crowd rallies in front of the Vancouver office of the B.C. Public School Employers' Association on June 10, 2014. NDP MLA Adrian Dix addresses the crowd at a rally in front of the Vancouver office of the B.C. Public School Employers' Association on June 10, 2014. A record turnout of teachers voted on escalating job action to a full-scale strike on June 9/10, 2014. A record turnout of teachers voted on escalating job action to a full-scale strike on June 9/10, 2014. A crowd rallies in Victoria on June 10, 2014. Teachers in Vancouver eat their lunch on the street because they're locked out during their midday break. Hundreds attend a rally in Surrey, B.C. on June 7, 2014 to support teachers in their contract dispute with the province. Hundreds attend a rally in Surrey, B.C. on June 7, 2014 to support teachers in their contract dispute with the province. Hundreds attend a rally in Surrey, B.C. on June 7, 2014 to support teachers in their contract dispute with the province. Hundreds attend a rally in Surrey, B.C. on June 7, 2014 to support teachers in their contract dispute with the province. Hundreds attend a rally in Surrey, B.C. on June 7, 2014 to support teachers in their contract dispute with the province. Hundreds attend a rally in Surrey, B.C. on June 7, 2014 to support teachers in their contract dispute with the province. Hundreds attend a rally in Surrey, B.C. on June 7, 2014 to support teachers in their contract dispute with the province. Hundreds attend a rally in Surrey, B.C. on June 7, 2014 to support teachers in their contract dispute with the province. Hundreds attend a rally in Surrey, B.C. on June 7, 2014 to support teachers in their contract dispute with the province. Hundreds attend a rally in Surrey, B.C. on June 7, 2014 to support teachers in their contract dispute with the province. Parents support teachers on the picket line in Summerland on June 6, 2014. Teachers take a stand in Pemberton on June 6, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Students show their support for B.C. teachers on the steps of the Vancouver Art Gallery. Students at John Oliver Secondary School in Vancouver walked out of class on June 4, 2014 to protest being put in the middle of the contract dispute between teachers and the province. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Students at John Oliver Secondary School in Vancouver walked out of class on June 4, 2014 to protest being put in the middle of the contract dispute between teachers and the province. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Students in Campbell River walked out of class on June 4, 2014 to protest being put in the middle of the contract dispute between teachers and the province. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers rally in Comox, B.C. on June 3, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Members from the BCTF francophonie local picket outside Ecole Au Coeur De L'ile in Comox. Members of the B.C. Federation of Labour and Canadian Labour Congress gather to support teachers outside Cambie Secondary School in Richmond, B.C. on June 2, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Members of CUPE join teachers on the picket line at Mitchell Elementary in Richmond, B.C. on June 2, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Union leaders speak to media on June 2, 2014 in Richmond, B.C. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers picket in West Kelowna on June 2, 2014. B.C. Teachers' Federal president Jim Iker speaks to teachers outside Princess Margaret School in Surrey on May 29, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Striking outside the Invergarry Adult Education Centre in Surrey, B.C. on May 29, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. B.C. Teachers' Federal president Jim Iker speaks to teachers outside Invergarry Adult Education Centre in Surrey on May 29, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers wave to supporters outside Valleyview Secondary School in Kamloops on May 28, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers picket in Kamloops on May 28, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. A student shows support for teachers in Kamloops on May 28, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. A teacher pickets on horseback in 150 Mile House on May 27, 2014. A sign posted on a classroom door at Vancouver Technical Secondary School. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers rally during rush hour in Kelowna on May 27, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Kelowna teachers wore pink and rallied from the city's overpasses on May 27, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. A sign of support for B.C. teachers from a house in Kelowna. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers in Richmond pass time on the 3:30 a.m. shift on the picket line on May 27, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Students and parents left a message for teachers in Richmond on May 27, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. On the picket line with an effigy of B.C. Premier Christy Clark at Kitsilano Secondary School on May 26, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. A student from City School speaks to a teacher on the picket line in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. On the picket line at Kitsilano Secondary School on May 26, 2014. Click here for more on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. A teacher on strike at Britannia Secondary School in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Click here for more on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers stand under the sign for Templeton High School in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Click here for more on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers on strike speak to a supporter outside Templeton Secondary School in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Ryan Tanabe, left, a teacher, and his father Rod Tanabe, a counsellor teacher at Killarney Secondary School, walk the picket line outside the school in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Click here for more on the B.C. teachers contract dispute. Teachers in the central Okanagan were part of rotating strikes on May 27, 2014. These are educators from Constable Neil Bruce Middle School in West Kelowna. Supporters of B.C. teachers rally in the Sooke School District. Surrey teachers pose with their growing pile of marking during the first day of rotating strikes. Teachers picket in New Westminster on May 26, the first day of rotating strikes in a contract dispute with the province. Grade 12 Eric Hamber Secondary student Sarah Bercic wears a T-shirt supporting B.C. teachers. Teachers picket in Penticton on May 26, the first day of rotating strikes in a contract dispute with the province. Anya Prokopeva, 8, a Grade 3 student in New Westminister, and her mom Julie Prokopeva, right, a member of the support staff at Killarney Secondary School, pass by striking teachers as they leave after walking the picket line outside the school in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Anya Prokopeva, 8, a Grade 3 student in New Westminister, uses a strike sign for shade rests as her mom Julie Prokopeva, a member of the support staff at Killarney Secondary School, walks a picket line outside the school in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. One of the earliest picket lines on the first day of the teachers' walkout was in Golden, B.C., which is in the Mountain time zone. Jim Iker, president of the B.C. Teachers' Federation, speaks to reporters on May 26, the first day of rotating strikes, at Vancouver's Charles Dickens Elementary. Jim Iker, president of the B.C. Teachers' Federation, speaks to reporters on May 26, the first day of rotating strikes, at Vancouver's Charles Dickens Elementary. Jim Iker, president of the B.C. Teachers' Federation, speaks to reporters on May 26, the first day of rotating strikes, at Vancouver's Charles Dickens Elementary. Striking teachers man a picket line outside Killarney Secondary School in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Public school teachers across British Columbia started rotating strikes Monday, a move that will put more than half a million students out of class for one day each this week. B.C. NDP Leader John Horgan poses with teachers in the Sooke School District. A rally in Coquitlam on May 25. Premier Christy Clark's face is seen on anti-bullying T-shirts at a rally in Coquitlam. Surrey teachers at Johnston Heights Secondary rally on May 23, 2014.  Share  Tweet  ✖ Advertisement Share this ✖ close Current Slide More: Video Bc Teacher Strike Cp Peter Fassbender Bc Schools B.C. Teachers Strike 2014 Bc Education Teachers Strike BC BC Teachers Strike BC Politics Jim Iker Suggest a correction Around the Web B.C. teachers' strike: 8 things you need to know - British Columbia ... Most Popular B.C. Teen Killed By Train Was Wearing Headphones, Texting: RCMP Facebook Anthem Singer's Fall Is Lesson In Showmanship YouTube Pastafarian Loses B.C. Driver's Licence Over Holy Colander YouTube LOOK: Stunning Scenes By B.C.'s October Photographer David Chang Photography Elderly Asian Women Attacked In Vancouver Nastco via Getty Images Lawyers Of Convicted Surrey Six Gangsters Want Mistrial Darryl Dyck/CP LOOK: Old Vancouver Bank's New Life Jason Statler When It Comes to Jumbo Glacier Resort, All Questions Lead Back To Powerful Minister Caillum Smith | Flickr This Derelict Van 'Home' Costs $550/Month To Rent In B.C. Bill Everitt Petronas Threatens To Delay B.C. LNG Project By A Decade MyLoupe/UIG via Getty Images Aldergrove School Playground Condemned North Otter Elementary Facebook 45 Signs You're A Vancouver Canucks Fan Getty Images Intruder Dies After Being Caught By Homeowner, Neighbour Shutterstock / sculpies Recognize This Photo? Here's The Story Behind It Claude P. Dettloff/CP/National Archives of Canada Vancouver Mom Who Killed Her 2 Babies Sentenced CityTV YouTube Stanley Park Pedestrian Dies After Crash With Cyclist Getty Premier Denies Downplaying B.C. LNG Expectations Jonathan Hayward/CP Vancouver Mayor Focuses On Pipelines For Re-Election Campaign Vision Vancouver Facebook Vancouver Is The Reason Alyssa Milano Quit TV Show Paul Archuleta via Getty Images City Of Vancouver Taking Arbutus Corridor Fight To Court Darryl Dyck/The Canadian Press FOLLOW HUFFPOST Email Email Address Options HuffPost Daily Brief British Columbia Get top stories and blog posts emailed to me each day.. Facebook HuffPost British Columbia Twitter HuffPost Follow British Columbia Follow Google Plus HuffPost British Columbia RSS The Huffington Post British Columbia All RSS / Feeds Phone Available on the App Store Android App on Google Play Get it at Blackberry App World Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search advertise log in make HuffPost your home page RSS careers FAQ user agreement privacy policy comment policy about us about our ads contact us Copyright ©2014 TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. "The Huffington Post" is a registered trademark of TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. All rights reserved. Part of HPMG News Use this form to alert a HuffPost editor about a factual or typographical error in this story. Notify message * Required * * * What kind of error is this? Choose an option Factual or typographical Comment moderation problem Rights and permissions Other * What is the correction? 0 count Describe the error here (1,000 character limit) * Type the words below so we know you are not a cyborg Sign me up for The Huffington Post's Daily Brief Thank you!)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media last tweet "" @ - 12:00am Follow @ last post "" facebook/ - Jan 1st Like Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "Gr8 event honoring Taiwan ROC w many friends @douglasbing @marvinhunt4bc @KerryLynneFindl @mhlchiu26 @prairiechinois http://t.co/85TUCQsbrI" @John_Yap - 05:40pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141006,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2014/09/tentative-agreement-yes-or-no.html?showComment0751411157759158,Staffroom Confidential: Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, September 16, 2014 Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Despite what I know was a herculean effort on the part of our bargaining team, I very much hope that BC teachers will vote no to the tentative agreement. After five weeks of strike, and twelve years of legal battles, this is not the deal that will restore sanity to public education and it is not a fair deal for teachers and students. Just as teachers in Saskatchewan rejected a deal to ensure a better outcome, I hope BC teachers will consider a no vote to let our team know we have to go back to the bargaining table. Class size, composition The agreement provided a modified LIF fund starting at $75 million per year and increasing to $85 by the last year. It is for teachers only, which will mean a slight improvement in Districts where sizeable portions were spent on Education Assistants or senior District staff rather than teachers. However, in an average size District like Victoria (20,000 students, 1,000 teachers), this will translate into about 5-10 more teachers. That is one for every five schools. To put it in comparison, Justice Griffin's judgement estimated the lost funding due to lost class size language at about $330 million in current dollars. (Read more here about the proposed Education Fund.) I heard so many teachers speak up about the need to ensure that we do not return to over-crowded classes when the strike ends. This agreement does very little to alleviate what is the most pressing issue. Throwing away the court victory The agreement provides a "reopener" in the event we win on appeal our class size language. What this means is that the language returns, but is not implemented until new language is negotiated. Without the actual implementation of the returned language, there will be very little incentive for the government to bargain it back. We would essentially be back in the very same position we are in today, with government trying to bargain it out and us trying to bargain it back in. In my opinion, even if we were legislated back to work we would be in a superior position. If we won the appeal the government would then be forced to implement the language. We are thus throwing away our historic court victory and the bargaining pressure it potentially creates. The reopener is really only mildly less offensive than E80. In both cases, we have to bargain back what was illegally taken from our contract and the government will probably never have to restore it. In fact, the "reopener" creates the perfect opportunity for government to lock us out to try and force us to agree to something far inferior. Throwing away the remedy for the last twelve years The agreement provides $105 million to compensate for grievances over-sized classes for the last twelve years. Using Justice Griffin's estimates, our loss is roughly $300 million times 12 = over $3 billion. I cannot fathom how $105 million is a fair compromise. The BCTF's original proposal to put this money back into the system was a more fair and productive approach. This agreement means we can no longer go to the courts for a fair remedy. Wages The agreement is very close to government's original offer. While I would be willing to accept this if the class size language was returned, teachers should not be taking such a significant monetary loss without the commensurate gain in working conditions. We have lost roughly 12% of our annual salary. We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut. Minimal improvements There are very minimal improvements in preparation time for elementary teachers (10 minutes per week), and TTOC daily rate. The TTOC daily rate change may depend on your grid placement. It could actually be a wage loss for long term TTOCs who are above category 5 and step 7. There is also $11 million in health and dental benefits. At 40,000 members, this is $275 each. Hardly worth consideration in the context of the rest of the agreement. What next? There are a variety of options if we vote no. We can continue the strike. We can choose to return to work and continue bargaining. We do not, and should not, accept an agreement that doesn't meet our needs and doesn't meet the needs of students and public education. When Saskatchewan teachers rejected the first deal which had 5.5% wage increases over four years, the second deal had 7.3% increases over four years. They have said this still isn't good enough. For us, our main issue is classroom conditions. We need to say this isn't good enough. The way to do that is to vote no. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 7:48 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 124 comments: Troy MooreSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:17 PM The EC recommendation states the open clause will be argued from restored language. However, selling our grievances for nothing as the 105 million is strike savings, is plenty of reason to vote no. Further, no composition caps, but a fund controlled by Superintendents is enough reason to vote no. Thursday I will vote no.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:06 PM Re-opener also says "education fund" in place until new language bargained, so old language can disappear forever.Delete Reply Mme RousseauSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:33 PM Government starved us to death hoping we'd vote yes to whatever deal they'd offer. Planned it from the start.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:07 PM We can sill choose (collectively) to return to work if we reject this deal. Many options.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:09 PM Great analysis, Tara! I think that returning to work would be a bad idea. This will frustrate parents more if they need to find new ways to deal with taking care fo kids. USe the money given to you by the other unions. I am a teacher who had to quit for stress over the terrible condition of work (split FI grade 4/5, several low LD kids with little support, one severe with no support, 2 gifted (no support), and a principal who expected me to teach 2 separate social studies AND science programs)Delete Reply Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:56 PM Good points by all but the gov't succeeded in starving my family out and completly breaking us. I will be voting YES and live to fight another dayReplyDelete Replies schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:21 PM 'Fight another day'? In the last twelve years that we have been pushing back against this government, never has the tide tide been so much with teachers, class size/composition, and public education - and never has the government been pushed back onto the ropes (especially with the call for binding arbitration). What 'other day' is being proposed that we wait for? Now is the time. Vote 'no' and give the BCTF bargaining team a renewed mandate to get a decent deal for students and teachers.Delete Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:10 PM "Another day" means to wake up and realize that 2more weeks means my family of 5 could lose our home. It means I will do all I can to recall Cc, Factbender, and other mla's, and maybe even having "a guy I know" have a chat with them. In year 1 of their reign, I don't believe they even know what "the ropes" are. I will vote YES ...for my family, and I can live with thatDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:12 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply Karen FergusonSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:03 PM Just a question: When the Saskatchewan teachers voted no, had they already been on strike for 5 weeks?ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM No. They are working with no contract. They are not on strike.Delete Shannon DavisSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:23 AM I am a Saskatchewan teacher. We are not on strike; we are currently in the conciliation process after voting "no" to 2 previous offersDelete Reply "Mama Rose"September 16, 2014 at 9:27 PM Can we truly return to work without agreeing and continue bargaining? When I suggested returning to work a few weeks ago, the answer was "being on strike puts pressure on the gov't and without pressure they have no reason to settle." And can you explain more how legislating us back would be better than agreeing to this deal? And finally, why would the BCTF executive put forward a deal that was not a good one?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:30 PM Because they need confirmation of the resolve of the membership to get something better. That is what a no vote does.Delete Reply Troylana MSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:28 PM some great points to ponder, tara......thinking thinking....ReplyDelete schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:43 PM If we vote 'no' to the tentative deal we still have options: We'd not have a contract. But we could... a) strike with full picket lines b) partially strike with phase 1 (work-to-rule) in schools c) partially strike with periodic/rotating job action d) continue negotiating e) return to work and re-escalate strike f) some/all of the above ReplyDelete Replies Caroline MackenzieSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:21 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:14 PM a) will expedite matters (I say less that 3 days)Delete Reply danabjornsonSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:05 PM I am thinking that a legislated, crappier contract would only be in effect for 2 years max (before elections...). If we take this offer, then we will be agreeing to this pseudo-E80. Should we win the court case (which we likely will), we will have to settle on the terms of the THIS negotiated contract which doesn't actually restore learning conditions; it simply allows for those conditions to be negotiated. If we say n, then we default to the 2002 contract, which DOES restore the language. A "yes" vote is saying that we are good on "crumbs"; a "no" vote is saying we want an actual meal. That's my understanding, anyway. Please correct me where I am wrong, Tara. :)ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:44 PM And word is IF they legislate, they could opt to legislate back Grade 10-12 only causing the union to have to lay off all teachers and re-hire based on seniority. That will tear the union at the seams pitting teacher against teacher for those positions. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:17 PM There will be a general strike if that were to happen! They better not do this. They will regret it.Delete Reply imaginefunlearningSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:09 PM Some good points on the background of our fight over the past 12 years, which I have been actively engaged in; however we need to recognize the climate we are in. We are not in Sask. people! We have just come through a very long summer!! We need to thank our @bctf bargaining team & recognize the toll this has taken on all of us & our families. I don't have the luxury of more time on the strike line. This may be as good as it gets. Let's read the agreement and consider getting back to work and making some $ again! That's my 2 cents worth, which would come in really handy right now!!!ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:18 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply RobSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:11 PM Go back in work to rule mode. Work this winter to recall every Liberal MLA. ThAt is the only way to apply pressure to these criminals. ReplyDelete Replies Kate RestonSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:03 PM Recall! Not sure who won the battle but the war is still onDelete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:14 AM Well said Kate... I agree 100%Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:20 PM I think say NO and a better deal will be done in less than 3 days. These guys are not criminals, they are lower than that. I bet they get a sick pleasure in hurting the kids and the teachers.Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:31 PM An official recall is in the works: https://www.facebook.com/groups/316129595235450/?fref=ts Please consider joining.Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:26 AM Leah - do you honestly think anyone who voted BC Liberal did so thinking that they would act any differently on the education file?Delete Reply JJSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:16 PM I am glad to see other members who share my views. I am outraged at a 1.2 percent "raise" in salary per year that doesn't even meet inflation of currently 2%. I feel used and abused.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:23 PM Not to mention all of the other pittance! I am actually surprised that Iker asked teachers to vote on this! Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:18 PM Hi Tara Thanks for the summary! Will we be able to vote NO to the deal, but vote YES to returning to work? Will there be three options when we vote Thursday? Why did the BCTF agree to a substandard deal for us? If we vote no to a deal that was recommended to us, the teachers look like the bad guys and public approval will plummet. I am very disappointed and frustratedReplyDelete Replies KataSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:12 AM Public approval will not necessarily plummet. I have seen strikes where the membership has voted against the executive's "best results to date", and ended up with a better offer. This offer is an insult. The $300 million will not bring funding to the national average (I believe). More importantly, the wage offer is half of the average wage increase for public and private workers (StatsCan). Delete Reply MontySeptember 16, 2014 at 10:19 PM Thank you, Tara. My thoughts too, more clearly expressed. As well, Thursday is too soon to vote, too soon to vote, too soon to vote........ReplyDelete Richard ChalkeSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:21 PM Vote no and lose every shred of public support...just sayin!ReplyDelete Replies UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:31 AM I am a member of the public and would support a "no" vote. js!.Delete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:01 AM Richard Chalke, NO you won't! I am a mother with 3 adopted special needs children who need to be in a class that is designed for them and others like them (my kids are academically slightly delayed but their issues are more social and behavioural) where they can receive the education they deserve taught in a way they can comprehend. I will speak now for all the parents I know, and we will support the teacher's if they continue to fight for our children's best interest.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:28 PM It might not be pretty at first, but once we explain things (and I hope the Mandarin-speaking teachers flood the Richmond organization that voiced their concerns), they will back us. The 3 billions that the judge came to is the first I hear about. This should be stated to every newsmedia comment section in the province. Minimize pickets and flood those outlets with commenters, just like the Liberals do. Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:45 PM I am a member of the public and a single Mother of a child in the public school system. You will NOT lose one bit of my support if you vote no. I know that you are sacrificing so that my child can have a better education, and I am most grateful for it. Having said that, I also know that you are exhausted and broke. I have been dreading that you may have to settle for less than what you (we) deserve because the government succeeded in breaking you. I am not in your shoes, so cannot judge. If the vote is a yes, I understand and I am still behind you. Delete Reply Alison RocheSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:25 PM It is a crap deal. It's always a crap deal. Once you raise the stakes to striking, anything else is a cave in. The last time we walked out was the 3 day illegal strike where I threw away 1200$ and got EXACTLY the same contract I had the year before. The BCTF called it a win because they didn't rip up MORE of my contract. Ridiculous. There are a few of us that believe that working to contract, doing 100% of your teaching job and nothing more (like paying for supplies out of your own pocket or EC) is the only way teachers will survive this government. What if they get re-elected again? Then what? Teachers have lost thousands to these clowns to make "statements" about the state of public education in this province. We can't keep sacrificing ourselves and our families. And in the meantime, you talk to parents about why you have to take this crappy road. Because up until this strike they mostly didn't care about the state of education, but god forbid you didn't run a Sports Day. Then suddenly they wanted to know what the hell was going on. Keep the conversation going in schools. Attend your PAC meetings and stop enabling this govt to underfund and overwork the system. And still get paid!ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:20 AM I am very excited at the prospect of returning to my beloved job on Friday. However I will NOT continue to put my personal money into my classroom and I will be seriously reconsidering my involvement in extra curriculars. I think we shoot ourselves in the foot with all the unpaid work we so willingly volunteer to do. Delete Reply FCSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:38 PM I heard a rumour last week from a loose lipped government insider that after the 22nd, depending on the outcome of the negotiations the Liberals were going to announce a 3 step process. I was not clear if this was based on 3 steps to resolve the strike (perhaps the 3rd step is legislation??) or 3 steps to overhaul the education system, either way, they will settle it outright. I wish you all luck and all the information that you need to make a sound decision of what you feel is best.ReplyDelete Replies Lisa BurrowsSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:53 PM I have heard similar rumours. On the 23rd, the gov. was planning on introducing a $6000 per year voucher system for 3 choices: an academic or trades program, or something called EducationCanada. Not clear whether their intention was to privatize the public system, de-certify teachers and hire them back under new wage/benefits. Not clear where these rumours originated from. Maybe fear tactics to get teachers to vote yes. In any event, I plan on voting yes. I signed up to be a teacher, not a martyr. This strike has cost us a lot. We need to regain our livelihood and hopefully continue the conversation about class composition. We have at least awakened many people to the issue, and the court case is still an avenue that could eventually improve teaching and learning conditions.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:33 PM I urge all teachers to fight and say NO to this deal. Retired teacher who had to retire because horrendous work conditions. Make me proud. They will not last long if you say NO! I know this is tough, but there is money and I hear that Van City does offer loan at low to 0 %. Banks do allow you to miss a mortgage payment. Go talki to your banker.Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM Will school districts require teachers to make up missed days, as suggested in the media? Will the school calendar be changing to make up for the missed three weeks and if so will we be made aware of those changes PRIOR to the vote? ReplyDelete KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:41 PM "Wages..... We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut." And that is the cost of going on strike!!! There is nothing that can be done about that. You cannot go on strike and put up the raise you want every week to compensate for your time on strike - it doesn't work that way.ReplyDelete Replies Drew StevensonSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:59 AM I believe the missing "..." Suggests that they meant to refer to the losses against inflation since the last wage step increase. Thus this contract does not allow us to recover the buying power lost to inflation since the last non contract or "0%" year. Add those up and compare against the proposed increase and you see that by the end of the contract, we won't be able to afford the same value of goods (loaves of bread, watts of energy, litres of gas) that we could at the end of the last contracts term. It was not a comment about wages that were lost in the strike. Those are really small potatoes when compared to the grinding power of inflation over years and years. The next contract will use this latest for a bench mark so these losses to inflation will grind at all teachers for as long as they teach. A death of a thousand cuts to our ability to afford basic goods and services. Any raise less than inflation is a cut to the value placed on us and on our ability to pay our bills. Delete Reply Ed SSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:09 PM Having lost $20,000 (including summer school wages) as the single income for a family of five is far too much; I will be voting YES to the deal, unless the independently wealthy teachers out there who wish to continue the strike will pay my bills and mortgage for me.ReplyDelete Replies Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:14 PM I feel ya. Yes for meDelete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:18 AM Ed S. With all due respect (and I mean that), how did you lose $20,000 in the strike? Teachers were out 2 weeks (all out) before they were supposed to be in June, and now 3 weeks for the start of school? It is my understanding that teachers don't get paid through the summer months. Please correct me if I'm wrong, wherever I'm wrong. Shouldn't you have been financially alright for the summer months at least? Also all teachers knew this strike had a possibility of extending into the new school year but no one teacher budgeted for this possibility? I'm truly just trying to get a clear picture of where this all stems. NO disrespect intended.Delete BlairSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:12 AM Kelly, not Ed but if you look at the numbers there was the 10% lockout haircut in May/June plus the loss of most of June and the loss of much of September. In our 1 teacher (1 non) household we calculated a $9 K - $10 K loss so far. If you add summer school earnings you can easily make the loss in the $20 k zone. As for budgeting, we budget for the summer, but did not expect the 10% haircut, nor the loss of June/Sept days which completely messed our budgeting calculations. A very good friend (single teaching mother) was crushed by the loss of the June income and is without a penny today.Delete Mr. SmoothSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:35 PM The only one who didn't get a haircut was Jim Iker... and he needs one more than anyone else. What's with that over-coiffed 70"s mullet Jim? Does wonders for the BCTF brand image!Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:55 PM Jim's hair is not open for discussion in a respectful space like this. As for his salary, he is a teacher who does not get paid when we are on strike.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:04 PM Totally agree!Delete Reply Mr. GSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:24 PM If I thought they could do any better I would agree with voting NO, but you have to be realistic. The BCTF does not use professionals to bargain and always ends up with much less than they promise the membership when asking for a strike vote. While this is not a great deal for teachers, I really think you're fooling yourself if you think it'll get any better.ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:02 AM BCTF needs to be replaced with younger more adept representatives and advocates. Also, we should be hiring professional contract negotiators - you don't go into battle with cut throat corporate types with a wooden knife. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:37 PM This is BAD deal! Say NO to it and show those (expletives) that we will not take it anymore! Come on! Show them that teachers have a spine! They will respect us, oddly!Delete Reply retaSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:51 PM I agree with Richard. Those in the public that are uniformed would be furious, and there are many teachers who just can't afford to use their wages as their voice any longer - too much has already been donated to the government. In my opinion, the deal is pretty lame. I am sitting on the fence.ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:24 AM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:26 AM So true!!! I cannot afford to fight this battle for public education any longer. Why is this my personal and professional obligation??? However I think this deal is weak weak weak. I also think its the best we are going to get. Ideologically I'm on the fence but my wallet will vote YES.Delete Reply SirThinksToo MuchSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:54 PM My wife and I will be voting "Yes" on Thursday for it is the middle path. The easy path would have been for us to go back to school with E-80 & E-81 over our heads. The difficult path would be for us to vote "No" and put our mortgage at risk and having to continue asking retired parents for handouts to feed a family with three kids. The middle path is the wisest choice for us considering the current political climate in which those who do not teach are the quickest to judge it harshly.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:41 PM I understand that this is really tough for you! I almost died teaching a few month ago. I had to quit. Please consider holding on and say no. Remember the short loss in salary will be offset in the LONG-RUn by better salary increase. This is a joke! They will be laughing at you even more if we accept this. This is a very bad deal! However, I do respect your position!Delete Reply DaleSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:16 AM Why would classroom conditions be better on October 9th after being legislated back? We have been outplayed because of our stubborn refusal to outdated, tired old tactics. It is because of these actions that have led us to this terrible deal. Time to reset, regroup and stock up for the long haul. Can't do it if half the members commit hara kiri on themselves. We are a union of professionals not a cult. ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:49 AM Could not agree more.Delete schreck!September 17, 2014 at 9:44 AM Could you please advise which tactics you believe could have been used to secure a superior deal?Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:47 AM Full disclosure: I'm a BC Liberal supporter. The only people who would benefit from a NO vote are the BC Liberals. Teachers would be bargaining with no leverage whatsoever and would be viewed by a large segment of the population as unreasonable. The BC Liberals then get portray themselves as the only party capable of dealing with the BCTF. schreck! says that the BCTF has the government on the ropes, but he couldn't be farther from the truth. The government wants people to view the BCTF as their primary opponent. Disputes like this just shore up the BC Liberal base and protect its right flank. Any half-baked recall campaign will only reinforce that. It's true teachers aren't going to recoup the lost wages from the strike. I would suggest to you that that means this job action was probably not in teachers' interests, especially without any sort of appreciable strike fund. This is the best deal teachers were ever going to get with this government and people should have been able to recognize that in June. If you want my advice (which you probably don't), it would be to spend the next 5 years building up a strike fund, electing better leaders, and hiring a professional negotiating team. Don't bring a knife to a gunfight and expect things to go well. Focus on getting the best deal you can from whoever the government is rather than trying to change the government, the HST, Kinder Morgan or a thousand different issues that distract from education and erode the union's finances further. You'd be doing yourself a favour, and probably doing the NDP a favour at the same time. Also, if schreck! is David Schreck, you can thank his opposition to STV for the last two BC Liberal majorities. I know I do.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:11 PM One step would be to stop making political contributions to the NDP. This only contributes to the childish animosity and lack of trust that has constantly characterized negotiations. How else can the Socreds/Liberals view teachers except as enemies when they so publicly support their opponents. This stupid confrontational immature approach has to STOP!!!!! Education should not be a political fight when it is so obviously a valuable benefit to our society. It was an NDP government that legislated teachers back to work in 1993. Stop making education a political fight.Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:10 PM I don't think they have to go that far. CUPE and the Nurses still contribute to the NDP yet they don't have the same acrimonious relationship. CUPE and the Nurses just make their members their priority, and broader advocacy second.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:55 PM Ryan (possibly a Liberal paid commenter), with all due respect, I disagree with you. The cumulative increase in lieu of this will be better. Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can. I say to Iker, ask for 6% over 3 years because these people love to play the 15% over 15 year game to make it so big on the surface. Some people think that this is 15% every year. Believe me! I have seen it in comment sections. Others believe that the 15% is too high not understanding that they must divide things over the duration of the contract. It is time that we play it smarter. It is time to put the foot down and ask for money given to us by other unions, if it is needed. Banks can accept one late mortgage payment. It would be suicidal for them to not help. Imagine the possible damage if that ever leaks out. They could lose a lot in teacher money. I for one would pull my money out of a bank in support! Teachers are going to show this government that we have a spine! Enough is enough! Aren't you tired of being treated like kids? (Retired teacher who almost died in a car accident because of work conditions that were horrendous. I had to quit.)Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 AM Not paid by the BC Liberals. I pay them actually... :/ I imagine astroturfers of any affiliation wouldn't disclose their bias. "Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can." How did that work in May 2013? If the teachers reject a contract that their own union endorsed, it will make teachers seem unreasonable. Whether that perception is true or fair is irrelevant. It's what will happen, and teachers will be weaker as a result. Take my advice. Build up a strike fund and focus on the internal governance of the BCTF for the next 6 years. You'll be better off for it. Or not. I don't mind you or others making it easier for the party I support to get elected. I'd just rather not see kids and teachers hurt in the process.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:37 AM Ah! The "don't-hurt-kids" card, hey, when you have underfunded education for 12 years! WOW! That takes the cake! Are your trolling? Oh! You are serious? :) Would you be surprised if I don't follow your advice, considering your lack of logic? Would you be surprised if others don't follow your advice? It is ttue that bullies like you and your ilks love to show who is the boss, who is the teacher now! I suspect that is at the root of the problem! No one wants to fail in school! No one wants to get the strap! Sad that today's teachers don't like it too! But, who cares, we are ... teachers! We deserve it! BAH! BAH! BAH!Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:22 PM That's fine. I look forward to another 16 years of BC Liberal government.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:41 PM 16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate! Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan! Sociopaths do that!Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 9:35 AM "16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate!" 16 years of our opponents still don't understand why they lost. Like I said, that's fine with me. If I said the Liberals would be in power for at least another 13 years back in 2004 you probably would have laughed too. Heck, if I told you on May 13 last year that the BC Liberals would be reelected on May 14 you'd probably have laughed too. And you were wrong. Why is that? Answer that question if you want the NDP to win the next election. Without a correct answer to it, the NDP's cause is hopeless. "Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan!" You feel they are flawed, and that's fine. I don't go around calling people who disagree with me sociopaths, nor do I accuse them of being paid shills. But I also don't feel much need to address your ad hominems. There are logical arguments to support your position, but argumentum ad hominem is not one of them. It's a textbook logical fallacy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 1:15 PM Ah! Now I get it! It is all ego-based! You think because you voted the winning party that you are a winner and we are losers! You think because you predicted that the Liberals would win, you are winner. That does not make YOU a winner or the Liberals! It is called DEMOGRAPHICS, you expletives. The baby boomers are getting old and because they have more assets and won't make a whole lot more for too long, they need to vote a govn't who is going to do just that! It is not rocket science! WOW! You think you are so superior when your party stole an election with 47% of the popular vote. That's not a majority and your party should not have been elected. BTW, did you delete from your ethical memory the words Ethnic voting scandal? The field is slanted and you know it. However, you are so willing to minimize, forget the scams and bad fairplay tactics like a sociopath is allowed to minimize or ignore his or victims emotions that you don't see that you are the loser, we are the victim of your constant bullying. 1% wage increases after years of 0% increases and you can justify that when Yahoo reports that the average Canadian can hope to get 2.5% this and next year: https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html You Liberals behave like fascists, but we can't call you that because that's not allowed! Well! Guess what? It is and you are. Live with it! You keep on dreaming you are a genius! :) I am retired, getting soon a nice pension, and laughing at you from a beach somewhere! AHAHA! Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 2:14 PM What's with the name calling Peter? For someone claiming to be retired you really don't show the wisdom of age. For someone who talks about logic, you use logical fallacies like ad hominems a lot too. It's a fair point that the BC Liberals didn't get a majority of the vote (and I'm a very big supporter of electoral reform). The BC Liberals + Conservatives did though, and I don't think it's realistic to expect the BC Conservatives to have been more generous had they been part of government. Last time I checked I just voted. I didn't "victimize" anyone. Perhaps your rage is misplaced. If you think the election was "stolen" I'm afraid I have to question your grasp on reality though. "Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?" I'm glad you'll have a pleasant retirement Peter. I have no ill will towards you. I'm not sure why you think I do. I'm not saying people were *right* to vote BC Liberal. That's a matter of opinion. All I'm saying is people *did* vote BC Liberal. More voted BC Liberal than BC NDP for the last 5 elections in a row actually. You need to understand why that happened in order to change it for the next election. Clearly you're not interested in that though. Which is fair enough. Just remember next time you're upset about something the BC Liberals do that your lack of interest is part of why the BC Liberals get elected at all.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 3:23 PM I love your culture --or the lack of thereof! Guess what, stop thinking averybody is white and must follow your little rules. Namecalling? Sociopath? Whaaaat? And, what if you are? Still can't call you that? :) You fascist right-wingers are big on censorship! I just don't like you giving us lessons on how to get the NDP in. As stated, people are voting right of the NDP because it is a matter of demographics and a little ethnic vote buying on the side. The rest is mumbo jombo. Yes, of course, they will have to go on strike in the future and yes they will have to build a strike fund. The Liberals stole that from the BCTF too! And, you wonder why I don't have any respect for them? Yes, electoral reform is needed! We agree!Delete Reply JJ GeorgeSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:46 AM As a parent, I support the teachers and respect whether they choose to vote yes or no. However I noticed a discrepancy here from other information I've read regarding prep time for elementary teachers. Here it states minimal improvement to prep time - only 10 minutes per week being added. Elsewhere I read that it is 100 minutes per week for prep, increasing by an additional 10 minutes in the final year. That is a significant difference, and worth noting. Or have I completely misunderstood?ReplyDelete Replies Anne-MarieSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:59 AM Elementary teachers currently have 90 minutes of preparation time per week so an increase to 100 minutes per week is only gaining 10 minutes. In other provinces and some private schools they have as much as 45 minutes of prep time per day.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:56 PM Thank you for inquiring!Delete DW ZSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:57 PM You're right JJ George. There is a significant difference around the province regarding preparation times. In my district elementary teachers currently get 100 minutes of prep time. This new proposal is useless to me. I'll have to wait 6 years to gain an extra 10 minutes. Delete Reply UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:11 AM Almost nobody gets cost of living adjustments. Also inflation is NOT 2%. Do some research and look at the CPI for BC over the last 24 months. The average over the last 2 years is 0.7%, not 2%. The CPI changes every month so you cant just look at the highest month and declare that THE inflation rate. Check out the 12 month averages document for the actual numbers. http://www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/StatisticsBySubject/Economy/ConsumerPriceIndex.aspx All that being said I support the teachers. if you think this is a bad deal as a parent my dream would be for the teachers to vote no but continue bargaining because I do think the kids need to be in school and I do fear that the teachers will lose all support if the strike continues. All I ask as a parent is that you do your own research and try not to be swayed by all the opinions. ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:01 AM Inflation for August was 2.1% (http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/economy/cpi-report-expected-to-reveal-rise-in-canadas-core-inflation-rate/article20593943/). The CPI is a year-over-year calculation.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:43 AM Inflation should be looked at as a yearly average, not an individual month.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:34 PM The lawyers do not believe we have compromised our court deal. Our leadership would not have sold us out. We dodged a bullet. The Premier had something loaded even if we are not sure what it was. The idea that we could simply return to work is not guaranteed. I think a no vote could easily lead to the Liberals locking us out again because the Premier wants to crush us and she will use any excuse. She did not want to take the advice of her people and do this deal. I am certain a plan for drastic action (where we have to take the concessions they had planned) or worse - was in place. We can't guarantee the press will do any better job explaining the complexities should we say no. They rarely sided with us in markets outside of Vancouver where people are more political and they often misled or allowed others to mislead. They are not helping and would sensationalize. This would see dissolution of support very quickly - especially if we asked for wages. (Though admittedly it angers me that we can't ask for wages without being accused of being greedy when that is what most bargaining units do). But we have argued this is about kids and while this is not ideal - it is better to have teachers than not. The deal does suck in that it does not bring us to par - but this fight needs to be won with a strategy that is political and capacity will do that in another round. We have some support - but it is limited to the choir. We need to have the pews too. We need to build that capacity while working and continue to find allies because the fight is bigger than most people want to consider. This is about ideology and about privatization. Education always was political but never more so than now and we have to fight this party or the conservatives who would do the same or worse. No teacher who is responsible can ignore the politics any longer. That is simply the truth. If you work in the system you better get informed and you better be prepared to fight until retirement for the system. That said, I want to ask the same question others are asking: Why is this the job of 42,000 teachers and not the job of all citizens who want equality to fight for this right? It is time (while the conversation is still on-going and up to and including election night) for us to guide the public where we can but mainly play our part by not propping the system up. Make poverty known. Make noise about shortfalls, ask questions (in the media or in board offices ) about who is going to fix it instead of paying ourselves, volunteer some but wait for the pubic to step up so they see what schools lack. I hate the deal too. But I trust Vince Ready and Iker and I don't think we could have done better right now. I think we dodged a bullet because I have read everything this government has put out and followed the trail. They plan to privatize and they are just looking for the route. Voting YES for now does not mean we are giving up. It does not mean a win in the way we wanted but we have won a battle that will lead to us winning the war. If we don't rest up and stock up we might not get there.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:57 PM Well, if it is bigger than just this battle, then we will need ALL the unions to strike if they do indeed use drastic (draconian) measures. I say it is time for ALL of the unions to call a general strike. I guarantee that they will not like that one bit. What will they do then? Call the army? :) People in Europe, at the end of the 19th century stood up in mines. General strikes do occur in Europe and have. If you think you had it tough, think of them who stood tall for US in tougher times and conditions. Make sacrifices. Sell furniture. Tutor on the side. Ask for the BCTF money. Ask your banker to help. As friends and relatives. If we say NO, it won't last long. If they legislate us back, let's call a general province-wide strike of all unions. Delete Reply Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:47 AM Between CC's smug smile as she celebrates slaughtered teachers and Jim Iker's goofy grin - seemingly unaware that he has been a willing puppet, I am thoroughly disgusted. Over the next 5 years, teachers will be in an increasingly bad situation financially, classrooms will continue to be too large and complex with increasing medical, social and environmental issues impacting academic delivery. It could not be less obvious that things will continue to worsen. The Liberals have ensured that BC is rapidly becoming the Canadian Monaco for rich off shore interests and wealthy corporations. Soon the underpaid "workers" will have to be bussed in daily to Vancouver - Asian style. The only recourse is to move to just about any other province and bring in up to $100,000 more over the six years with much less cost of living. So we are bailing, encouraged by friends who have gotten positions in Manitoba and Alberta. My colleagues and I discovered through contacting several school boards across Canada that specialist (special needs and behavioural) and secondary science teachers are in particular demand. I want to work in a professional, respectful environment where the needs of all children are considered a priority and where I feel inspired to do my best. However, I want my vote to reflect the wishes of teachers who will be here over the next 6 (5) years, so very much appreciate your blog and opportunity to read the comments.ReplyDelete Bert SlaterSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:11 AM To vote YES will throw away 12 years of effort, and 2 victories in BC Supreme Court. To vote YES will be to snatch defeat from the jaws of victory. If you vote YES what bargaining power do you think you will have - the government will do nothing, and then what do you think you will do - take job action? PLEASE VOTE NO.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:59 PM Time to show you have a spine!Delete Reply RodSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:06 AM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Cool HandSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 AM Wouldn't a 'No' vote be a vote of no confidence in the BCTF itself?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:02 AM Not at all. It is just a message to the leadership we need to do better. The strength of the union is the members, and we support the leadership by giving them direction through democratic means.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:40 PM I disagree. How else can a recommendation by the EC to vote yes be interpreted? Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:00 PM I am sure people will interpret this both ways, but it is a vote. If it is supposed to be a "Yes", because it might be interpreted one way, then why bother having a vote?Delete Kate TSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:07 AM Yes , it would be. I don't think we could come out much better than this with this government. How will a No obtain that? Christy will be happy, she can declare the BCTF gone and roll out her plan to privatize. Delete Reply David DeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:06 AM A no vote would be a rejection of a the court victories defied by the government and an inadequate deal containing some vague promises that won't meet the needs of teachers or students on class size and other important issues.In Ontario elementary teachers get 200 minutes of prep time per 5 day cycle. I know there is financial hardship, but the union has received close to $2 million in donations from other unions; is there no way of accessing hardship funds? At minimum, vote no and return to work on work to rule with various strike options.ReplyDelete Erica JonesSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:25 AM This article actually makes me so mad. It is NOT better for the kids that they have missed almost all of june and all of september. This is what you signed up for in BC as a teacher. Get on board or GET OUT.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:20 PM Is this really what teachers signed up for? At my high school, each class has about 30 kids, with an average of 17 kids per classroom with an identified learning disability. Our district says that there should be no more than 4 kids per classroom.. How do you expect non-specialist teachers to help each student when over half of them require more resources because of a learning disability? Furthermore, are you generalizing the "better-ness" to all the kids in BC? Because I don't think that it would be better if kids went back considering the learning environment isn't up to par. There are barely any Education Assistants, and support teachers for the multitude of children who need them. While I recognize and appreciate your enthusiasm for education, please realize that the public school system isn't a daycare. Also, please think about your words and the learning environment prior to speaking out. By the way, we're not an autocracy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:08 PM I can understand your frustration! Understand mine! I almost died at 7:30 pm one night returning from teaching a FI split class with several students who did not get enough support or no support at all. The principal expressed to me that he expected me to teach 2 different social studies programs and 2 different science programs. ANYONE I talked to knows that this is impossible to do, especially in French Immersion when kids get no support at home and books are often too hard for students to read. I had to quit my job. I did it for me and did it for the kids. I was like a surgeon who is asked to operate on 5 patients with an old scalpel with 2 inexperienced nurses. Predictably, 4 patients would die and I would be reprimanded! Teachers are put in terrible conditions and kids too. I hope you have the openmind to consider the reality of this honest personal anecdote. I also wish you to understand that this is likely not an isolated incident. What will it take? A kid to commit suicide because he or she is not getitng enough support?Delete Reply hilarySeptember 17, 2014 at 10:29 AM It is incorrect to equate lost funding with what the teachers would have received in grievances. The two are not equivalent. The starting position of the BCTF was $225M, so they never expected $3B to resolve grievances. I'm also interested to know where you get your figures on overcrowded classrooms. A recent Globe and Mail article says that classrooms are, on average, smaller than the caps set in 2002.ReplyDelete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:36 AM The signing bonus should be roughly $2500 each: 105 million divided by 41 thousand.ReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:53 AM It is not that simple. The $105 million is to be allocated by the union. The term "signing bonus" has been crossed off on the signed document. Some of that money may be used to pay union debts. Don't know this but clarification would be useful.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:16 PM Just quoting from the CBC news website, "And finally there are details of $105-million fund to settle grievances stemming from the ongoing court case. The BCTF says that money will be given out as a signing bonus, with specific amount yet to be determined."Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:34 AM I think it would be smart to put at least part of it into your strike fund.Delete Reply WheelsSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:55 AM If the money is used as a signing bonus, it should be based on FTEReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:12 PM Yes I am sure it will be based on FTE. The question is how much of the $105 Million is actually distributed. This is up to the union, and I am told that it is yet to be decided.Delete GuruSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:44 PM And don't forget all the retired teachers who are entitled to a share of it.Delete Reply Geoff OrmeSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:18 PM In another discussion of this someone suggested that under BC Labour Law a no vote means rejection of the proposed deal, and that means the strike continues until either: - the union in question elects to stand down - another tentative deal is presented or - the government imposes a legislated contract. I think the last of these is the most likely, and I believe the legislated contract would be draconian and brutal. What do you think, Tara? Also, I would appreciate your thoughts on Sandy Garossino's comments at https://storify.com/Garossino/should-teachers-accept-the-contractReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:14 PM If this is so, in a few month (likely a couple of years), teachers will win so much more with a Supreme Court judgment! It is possible that the Liberals know that the higher courts are stacked by Liberal judges (that is what happen when judges are chosen, not elected). In any case, a negative settlement (or not a great judgment) will galvinize the public to reform the way the Supreme court judges are being chosen. I doubt that any govn't will want that to happen. A legislated contract will make the LIbs look like sociopaths and dictators.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:47 PM Peter I think you are expecting far too much from the public, many of whom are only paying attention to this matter due to kids being home from school. The public are not remotely this savvy on the political process.Delete Reply IslanderSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:09 PM I am a continuing education teacher. We have it even worse and we are not listened to enough about our poor conditions. Those include no prep time (and we do have to mark and do report cards many times a year sometimes and commonly for 30 students in a class), travelling to different schools with no compensation, and having next to no breaks in between 3 hour classes. I worked for two years with no lunch break and taught 6 hours straight (just 15 min. breaks) to be told, "don't complain since there are others who will do it". We then got 15 min. breaks in between classes. Most of our students are wealthy immigrants, many who try to stay in classes as long as possible since the classes are free. After spending a year in Germany, I realize how better organized it is where the immigrants pay to learn the language on a sliding scale, and have to pay for a student book as well for each class. We do not even have text books, but photocopy so much at tax payers' expense. This is not right. I then teach summer school since we were not on a 12 month continual salary and most of those students are also immigrants (at least 75%). This is also free and it is becoming so common and the new immigrants know this is free babysitting and tutoring. I think one main problem is that we have so many new immigrants in our classes who need ESL like this article states about our inclusion style of education nowadays: http://www.vancouversun.com/life/Shelley+Fralic+trouble+with+schools/10203596/story.html I am honored to be teaching and like my job, but it does get exhausting especially since I need two or three jobs to pay the mortgage that I now no longer have.. back to renting since it all I can afford in this city that has become so expensive. And many don't realize that it is very very difficult to get to full time work as a teacher here. There was a formula that made it take about 10 years to get to f/t (now finally changed). I have been without pay for 3 months, and now had to finally rent a place in anticipation of returning to work, so I have to vote "yes", but please keep the comments coming for what alternatives we have. Maybe we have to just educate the public in a better way than picketing; maybe get out and walk around malls and talk to people and hand out pamphlets on how this liberal government is hurting this. Most Asians (probably just the new who are from such a different system) are already against the teachers since they do not seem to understand what is going on. http://www.vancouversun.com/Business/asia-pacific/Chuck+Chiang+Many+Asian+families+place+blame/10202757/story.htmlReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:17 PM First of all, myn thoughts are with you! I think your ideas about using different strategies is smart. Picketing is not a very good strategy to let people know about things. I think using the membership to flood media comment sections would be more effective. Going to talk to the public might be a good idea along with this, I think. Phone the BCTF and ask for support.Delete Reply Marsha HolleySeptember 17, 2014 at 1:36 PM A teachers wife Vote no you have come to far to back down. It is a -----Y DEAL. ReplyDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:45 PM Ask yourself WHY teachers cannot get 1/2 of the average increase in salary of the private sector? (The Libs will tell you because there are sooooooo many teachers, but I also hear that there are provinces where there is a need for teachers!) TORONTO - A new study says that Canadians, on average, can expect about the same size salary increase next year as in 2014. Human resources consultants Pal Benefits says a survey of 401 organizations, mainly in Ontario, Alberta and British Columbia, projected salary increase for 2015 at an average of 2.79 per cent. That was almost unchanged from the 2.74 per cent average increase projected in last year's survey. Meanwhile, in addition to the average salary increase remaining relatively steady year over year, the survey found that the percentage of employers who plan to freeze salaries appears to have stabilized at eight per cent —in the same percentages as was projected in 2014. Breaking down the numbers further, the survey found the average salary increase anticipated in the engineering, financial services and high technology sectors was three per cent. That compared with an average of 2.5 per cent on the low end for organizations in durable manufacturing. https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.htmlReplyDelete "Mama Rose"September 17, 2014 at 9:12 PM I used to agree with you, Tara, and appreciate you bringing these items to your blog to get us all thinking. But after a very long night and day of research and discussion, I realize I will be voting yes tomorrow. Here is why: I don't care about salary or benefit increases. That is not why I went on strike. I don't care if this tentative deal is not good for teachers. That's not why I went on strike either. For me, the single most important issue is class size and composition. I want to work in a classroom where I have enough time and resources available to me to adequately help all the students I teach. And while it is true that this tentative deal will not change anything in the classrooms right now (or at least most of our classrooms), I realized that we couldn't actually make changes in that area because the issues of cs and c is before the courts. When I made that connection and realized that this round of bargaining was really about a "good enough" agreement regarding wages, then the deal seems, well... good enough. BUT, the best part, is the language the BCTF legal team made around the furture court decision (the re-opener). They have it in writing that if we win the court case (which is likely) and when we have to start bargaining class size and comp again (that is exactly what Justice Susan Griffin said we would have to do) we will be STARTING from the 2002 levels. To make this simple to understand, I explained it to my friends using a number line. With this new language, the BCTF starts the next round of bargaining at say a 50. The government will want us to go to 10 or 15, and we'll compromise and end up maybe 25. But WITHOUT that language, we would have started bargaining at a 10 and only gone down from there. So I do believe it is the best deal possible, it still factors in the biggest issue (from my perspective), we do not lose the important gains of the past, and most importantly, everyone gets to go back to school.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 PM Mam Rose, I appreciate your point of view and your courage. However, let me point out to you and the readers that a decision at the BC supreme court might not turn out the way teachers anticipate. We all know that judges are appointed and who does the appointing? "All justices of the BCSC (including the position of Chief Justice and Associate Chief Justice) are appointed by the federal cabinet, on recommendation of the Minister of Justice. Masters are appointed by the provincial cabinet, on recommendation of the Attorney General in consultation with the Chief Justice." (Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Supreme_Court_of_British_Columbia) Now, I would like to think that all of those people are objective, but they are appointed and we know that there are political appointments. They have a lot of discretion over the laws and judgments. I am willing to bet that the BC Liberals do know this and are betitng the farm (or do they know something we don't know) that the Supreme Courts are stacked against teachers? So, I am not sure if we can count on a WIN if we proceed with the court ruling. I think we would be better to negotiate and negotiate a better deal.Delete Reply retaSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:57 AM Yes...no...yes...no...The last two days have been this. I’ve read so many articles and comments over the past few months and, I can say, I have learned a lot. I know this is not a great deal for teachers right now. I will be voting yes. This is why… 1. The children. Without going into the multiple issues (e.g., grad, post secondary, trades, sports, global education/trips, planned activities, those with varying degrees of special needs, those that need a soft place to land, etc., etc.) the children need to get on with their education. 2. The parents. For many parents, this strike is a financial burden. We do not like to be called baby sitters, but for many living below the poverty line, school is a financial relief. Winter is coming; gas bills will be expensive. 3. Poverty. Remember, BC has the highest child poverty rate in Canada. Schools feed and clothe numerous children. 4. The other systems educators work collaboratively with. MFCD, CYMH, foster parents, group homes, and the multitude of non-profit agencies that support vulnerable children and families are bursting at the seams. We are a part of that team. 5. CUPE. While some have been paid during this strike, that money is coming from districts. It was not provided by the government. And, CUPE is a partner in education - from the bus drivers to the tech dept to custodians to secretaries to EAs and so on. 6. Small Businesses. In our little towns, the school district is the number one employer. There is a direct cause-effect relationship between loss of wage and loss of business. 7. Money. The amount of money that is needed to reverse the erosion of the public education system over numerous years cannot be recouped in one sitting. This agreement is a start. It’s not much but the stage has been set. 8. THE COURT CASE. That is why we were on strike. All the other stuff could have been resolved months ago, but our government was working hard to make the court case go away. Well, it still exists. I consider that the victory. We live to fight another day (as rhetorical as that sounds) AND I hope people actually read the ruling and think critically about how a loss could impact the future of the Charter of Rights, and the power of government to contravene those rights. I am guessing we will vote to ratify as so many fear “what’s next?” from this government. It’s nasty business, and I think legislation would be next. VALUING PUBLIC EDUCATION needs to come from a STRONG, CONSISTENT public voice. If we do ratify the agreement, and those in the profession and public think we've given up, we have not. We’ve been fighting for years. We just haven’t been heard… until now. ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:21 AM I understand your point of view, but sometimes you have to fight to get what you want. This is a VERY bad deal, considering: Other people get on average 2.5% salary increases last year and this year and the next and the rest of us get 1% and must feel happy if we do.? (https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html) THIS DEAL is a horrendously BAD deal for kids/parents as well, of course. We are going to continue to be humiliated and be the laughing stock of many people of this province. After a decade of paycuts, WOW, this is what they are willing to offer! WOW! WOW! WOW!Delete Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:30 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Reply Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:37 PM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:08 PM Let's cross our fingers! I think we need a general strike by all unions if CC legislates teachers back. It is time to put the foot down and tell her and the Liberals that, as in the movie Network,"I am mad as hell and I won't take it anymore!"Delete Reply Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 8:26 PM Needs help on some stats for an online debate Looking for the last 10 or 15 years of contractual salary increases in %. So, 1% for 2001, 0% for 2002,...ReplyDelete Children FirstSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:00 PM Well it's all done now. Really hope the teacher's can find another angle to deal with class size and composition as well as student funding. The government will make sure the coming court case never swings your way no matter what. 2nd most expensive place to live in the the world!!! Wonder why and where the money goes??? ReplyDelete AnonSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 PM I'm an outsider, but have followed closely this whole fiasco and this is a RAW deal. Your union hung you out to dry on this one - taking a really bad deal (clearly no one from the BCTF had rudimentary math skills in their toolbox) and then publicly encouraging to the media that teachers accept the deal....what choice did you have - a no vote would have outraged the public. I could go on and on, but the bottom line, in my opinion, is that your union better get some stronger leaders who are PR and technology savvy. Out with Iker and the rest of those who bargained on your behalf - they just got ......well , we know that happened. Whew, can't even believe how screwed you got, absolutely amazing - nothing meaningful gained in the big picture and only very minor gains for a small group of people, bigger losses for the majority.. Wow - I better stop now. Best of luck. Thanks for all you do for our children. ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ▼  September (9) Reflections on the BC Teacher Strike BC Teacher strike - Lessons learned Response to Sandy Garossino Will the Education Fund improve classroom conditio... Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Class composition: a human rights perspective Class size and composition - a short visual histor... Guest post - I WILL HOLD THE LINE Teachers - let your leadership know it is time to ... ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/SocialJustice.aspx?id=19766&libID=19774&printPage=true,BCTF Status of Women > Lesson plans  	BCTF Social Justice  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Social Justice > Issues > Status of Women Status of Women Lesson Plans Gender equity Global education: Gender equity. 26 lessons on gender equity with a global focus from K to 12 across all curriculum areas. Listed in the Global Classroom Teaching Resources database. Scroll down to the Development Theme section and select gender equality. UNICEF gender equality teaching resources   Status of Women calendar of yearly events  International Women’s Day. The United Nations Cyberschoolbus website includes a teacher guide. National Day of Remembrance and Action Against Violence Against Women lesson plan      Women's history and women's rights A guide to women in Canadian history. Lesson plans, information, activities.  Connecting girls, inspiring futures. Secondary lesson plan for International Women's Day. Famous Canadian women’s historical timeline. Selected websites featuring BC and Canadian women’s history. Information, activities, and lesson plans.  Reproductive Rights lesson plan   Understanding human rights in Afghanistan. Focusing on Afghan women and their families, these activities challenge students to recognize their roles and responsibilities for securing and protecting the rights of women and children worldwide. There is a teacher’s resource kit with lesson plans from Grades 4-12, an interactive character, a card game, and actions. Women's rights in Canada   Women's roles in our communities. Primary lesson plan for International Women's Day. Women and the media: stereotypes and body image Media Smarts: Body image    Media Smarts: Gender representation   Women and violence Advertising and male violence. A lesson to foster awareness about the ways in which male violence is used and promoted in advertising. Deconstructing prescriptive gender identities that reinforce patriarchy. A lesson to foster awareness about the ways in which male violence is used and promoted in advertising. Deconstructing prescriptive gender identities that reinforce patriarchy. Female action heroes. A lesson that uses heroes from pop culture and current TV programs to help student explore and debunk gender stereotypes and myths. Gender Violence lesson plan (Gender, Language & Sexual (In)equality Research Group)   We Can: Violence against women curriculum - Teacher's kit    )
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2011/02/five-reasons-school-trustess-should.html?showComment0751298747939550,Staffroom Confidential: Five reasons school Trustees should support more local bargaining with teachers Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Saturday, February 26, 2011 Five reasons school Trustees should support more local bargaining with teachers Teacher bargaining begins in just three short days! BCPSEA and the BCTF will meet for a first time on March 1st. One of the first items the BCTF will be bringing to the table is a change to the "split of issues" that define what is bargained provincially and what is bargained locally. Teachers hope to bargain more items at the local level. Here are five reasons why I think school Trustees should support this change: 1. Improved relationships The collective agreement is the heart of the relationship between teachers and school Boards. When a third party (BCPSEA/BCTF) does the bargaining, it creates many relationship problems. There is not always mutual understanding at a local level of what the language in the agreement means. There is not always shared interest reflected in the agreements. There is no personal history of individuals talking about issues and working toward common resolutions because neither the local teacher union leadership nor the Trustees nor the senior Administration were involved in the negotiations. When local teacher unions negotiate with local Boards they build relationships and they develop trust. This cannot happen when everything is done at the provincial level and the local parties are not even a part of the process. 2. Cost savings from fewer disputes The recent reports on costs of class size grievances show the level of dysfunction and wasted money spent on resolving disputes through legal means. If more leeway is provided for local parties to negotiate local solutions, much less money will be directed towards lawyers and arbitrators and that money can instead find its way into the classroom. For instance, while $1 million has been spent by BCPSEA defending over size classes, the Maple Ridge district has set aside money for a joint union/management fund to address class size concerns. This is a far better way to resolve issues. The more opportunity for local bargaining, the more there is a shared understanding and acceptance of the rules that both the union and the local school Board must follow. Where this shared understanding exists, fewer disputes take place. In Victoria, we were able to negotiate a new agreement on professional development days. This has helped clearly define the parameters around planning the days and the rights of teachers to self-directed professional development. The agreement has been instrumental in eliminating disputes around this issue. 3. Repair processes that no longer work Much of the language in current collective agreements was written in the late eighties or early nineties. In many cases, it just doesn't fit any longer. Since that time, we've moved to semester systems, to middle schools, to different curriculum. We've seen the introduction of new human rights legislation, new health and safety rules, and changes to the employment standards. We need the opportunity to revisit parts of agreements that are "stale" or outdated due to these changes. The inability to bargain locally has impaired that process. 4. Allocate resources in ways that support the community Different communities have different needs. In the north, it may be very important to provide travel costs for professional development activities that typically take place in the lower mainland. This probably isn't an issue in Vancouver. Variations in communities mean the needs of schools and teachers also vary. These can only be accommodated if local teacher associations can bargain with their local boards and identify shared interests. 5. Improve teacher morale Teacher morale from stress and workload is very low. One in two teachers leave the profession in the first five years. As the major group of salaried workers in schools, much of the pressure to save money from budget cuts has translated into major workload issues for teachers. A recent BCTF worklife study shows that the average teacher, including part-time teachers, work 49 hours per week, with ten percent working 60 hours per week. This might be sustainable for the first few years of a career, but becomes very difficult to sustain over the long term. Workload hits teachers in two ways. The first is class size and composition. With larger classes and more students needing individual programs, teachers are spending huge amounts of time on extra preparations and evaluation. A Victoria teacher told our Board this fall she is delivering 18 different curricula to meet the diverse needs of the students in her elementary class. The second is downloading of non-teaching duties onto teachers. This is everything from sorting recycling to data entry (BCeSIS). Because support staff are all hourly employees, more and more duties that used to be support staff work are ending up in the hands of teachers. Teachers need to be able to negotiate with their local board to place limits on workload. If they don't, we are going to lose many more from the profession. And we will not have the best and brightest in our schools if the job becomes so stressful and tiring that it is unmanageable. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 9:14 AM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 1 comment: Stepan VdovineFebruary 26, 2011 at 11:18 AM Almost all the arguments I've used at our meeting on Wednesday, where we unanimously passed a resolution to support expanding scope of local bargaining. The only other critical point I would add is that local bargaining results in improved accountability between the system and the community through locally elected trustees. Enjoying you blog, Tara!ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ▼  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ▼  February (12) Wisconsin: the return of trade unionism in the Uni... Five reasons school Trustees should support more l... Victoria schools open despite heavy snowfall and s... Maple Ridge School Board Chair speaks out in suppo... Smart phones for Principals...Is this 21st Century... Egyptian demonstrator shows solidarity with Wiscon... BC School District deficit roundup: How many more ... In labour news...will the HSA "vote no" campaign h... Testing and the "teachable moment" Greater Victoria Teachers' Association on Face to ... Victoria School District Wifi Committee refuses to... Do we need a slow school movement? ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7204,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 3, November/December 2005 Looking back 70 years ago One of the most satisfactory things about the school man’s world here in British Columbia is the friendly intimacy between the Department of Education and the British Columbia Teachers’ Federation. A letter from the Superintendent of Education is evidence in point. Dr. Willis writes: "The selection of committees for the revision of the Programme of Studies in the various phases of work for Grades I to VI has been submitted by the Central Curriculum Revision Committee. The Department of Education wishes these committees to have at their disposal as full an expression of the views of the teachers of the province as may be obtained." The BC Teacher, November 1935 50 years ago The old argument that principals of schools should not be members of the Teachers’ Federation will not meet with the approval of all principals. This attempt to turn a principal into a "school manager" instead of a scholastic head is regrettable in the eyes of many members of this teaching group. I happen to know more than one good principal who looks on himself as a teacher first and foremost with his administrative duties taking a second place. That is a sound attitude and one that is far more likely to produce a healthy educational atmosphere. I just don’t like the "managerial" type of state we seem to be drifting into. The BC Teacher, December 1955 30 years ago Bonjour mes enfants! Thus begins a school day for more than 400 public school children in B.C. who receive all or most of their instruction in French. This number is growing rapidly, as a major educational movement labeled "French Immersion" gains popularity among English-speaking people throughout Canada. Its aim is to make children bilingual in Canada’s official languages. The BC Teacher, Nov./Dec. 1975 10 years ago You may have been appalled by a recent CBC radio report of a school assembly in Regina. The principal brought all the students to the gym for what was described by one commentator as an "infomercial" on the virtues of drinking bottled water. He told the students that drinking water improves brainpower, but not the tap water in Saskatchewan, and that they should drink bottled water. The principal was wearing a T-shirt with the brand name of the water, distributed by Coca-Cola, the company paying the school to sell the products. Teacher, Nov./Dec. 1995 – Chris Bocking, Keating Elementary School, Saanich Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20140925,www.familiesfundingteachers.ca,http://www.familiesfundingteachers.ca/wp-includes/SimplePie/XML/?C=M;O=A,Index of /wp-includes/SimplePie/XML Index of /wp-includes/SimplePie/XML Name Last modified Size Description Parent Directory   -   Declaration/ 29-Aug-2014 12:50 -   Apache/2.2.16 (Debian) Server at www.familiesfundingteachers.ca Port 80)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7900,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 4, January/February 2005 Who took my Primary Program? by Lori Robinson As a primary teacher in this province for almost 20 years, I was always proud that B.C. led the way in developmentally appropriate teaching approaches, especially our Primary Program: A Framework For Teaching (2000) and its predecessor, The Primary Program (1990). However, over the past year, classroom primary teachers in B.C. have had to deal with a growing number of issues. With Federation and PSA Council support, the B.C. Primary Teachers’ Association (BCPTA) is working with teachers to provide support, research, and strategies for dealing with some serious challenges. Data-collection frenzy Some districts have implemented a Kindergarten screener or assessment-data-collection tool that has required K teachers to collect information through individualized assessment of four- and five-year-olds. Some districts intend to use the information to provide "baseline data" for school growth and district accountability plans. Information being collected includes reading level, phonemic awareness, letter recognition, letter-sound knowledge, spelling ability, and writing skills—all in Kindergarten. The Ministry of Education’s curriculum resources currently support Kindergarten as a developmental year; the earliest outcomes are established for late Grade 1. Districts are creating their own lists of expected outcomes, and in some cases, they are setting outcomes that are more difficult for students to attain than the Primary Learning Outcomes established by the Ministry of Education. There are no performance standards for Kindergarten in reading, writing, or numeracy. One local primary chapter reports that K teachers are being asked to administer the assessment tool three times during the K year. Teachers in that local estimate that up to six weeks of teaching/observing/conferencing time is lost in class for that testing. Ready, Set, Learn In September 2004, the minister of education announced Ready, Set, Learn (RSL), to bring three-year-olds into the school for two visits. The program gives schools and districts the opportunity to bring together parents and resource staff from within the district and community to give parents information on support and contacts available to support child development. Each school participating will receive $2,500. This is a positive step to bridging home, school, and community and create an interministerial welcome wagon for families to the public school system. Districts, however, are approaching RSL in a variety of ways. In some cases, teachers are being directed to organize and implement the project on their own time. One Fraser Valley primary chapter president reports that all K teachers were told they had to be at their schools at 6:30 p.m. to host the event with no compensation or time in lieu. Loss of play More teachers are reporting that the play centres and time for learning through play have been reduced over recent years, because of outside influences. Part of this has come from district directions for programs. Time spent at learning centres is, in some classes, being replaced with guided reading, worksheets, and writing practice. Play, advocated by the Primary Program as an essential component in all primary classrooms, is being lost. The Canadian Association for Young Children is quoted in the Primary Program: For over 100 years, researchers have studied play and have found that play: enhances a child’s language development. encourages creativity and problem solving. provides a context through which the child develops representational thought, an essential foundation for reading, mathematics and science. develops higher motivation to learn and develops higher self-esteem (page 33). Primary teachers are concerned that if we become so intent on teaching product-based learning, learning the processes and being an active participant in the learning process will be lost. The Primary Program: A Framework for Teaching, may be downloaded for viewing and printing at www.bced.gov.bc.ca/ primary_program/welcome.htm. Childhood stress I was encouraged to read in a recent Macleans article, "Stressed Out," by Sue Ferguson, November 22, 2004, that parents are starting to strike back at the pressures being placed on children at home and in the school. "Called into action by evidence of mounting stress levels among kids, the [parents] are dedicated to bringing child’s play back to childhood." Ferguson cites educational and medical experts who attribute "anxiety as the most common cause of childhood psychological distress, affecting up to 20% of North American youngsters." The author also homes in on "the term school readiness, "once denoting a child’s ability to separate from her/his parents for a few hours without too much fuss and go to the bathroom by herself/himself, now refers to her/his mastery of early numeracy and literacy skills." The article is available at www.macleans.ca; search for "Stressed Out." Early literacy programs and professional autonomy Increasingly, districts are targeting literacy as a goal in the accountability plans. To do this, some districts are targeting intervention programs for their youngest learners. Instead of looking at young children as "at promise," they are labeling students as being "at risk" for not meeting an arbitrary standard at an early age. There is a definitive loss of autonomy in primary classrooms as districts mandate programs. In a joint position statement from the International Reading Association and the National Association for the Education of Young Children, researchers present many powerful tenets about early literacy programs, including: "Until children reach a certain stage of maturity all exposure to reading and writing, except perhaps being read stories, is a waste of time or even potentially harmful." "Recognizing the early beginnings of literacy acquisition too often has resulted in use of inappropriate teaching practices, suited to older children or adults perhaps, but ineffective with children in preschool, Kindergarten, and the early grades." These powerful statements, part of a joint position statement by the IRA and the NAEYC, titled "Learning to Read and Write: Developmentally Appropriate Practices for Young Children," originally published in Young Children, July 1998, 53 (4): 30–46, are available at www.naeyc.org/ece/critical.asp. Primary teachers are dismayed at the challenges being imposed from outside influences and driven by the quest for accountability. The excellence in our system has always been in the quality of the teaching and learning opportunities in our classrooms. Together, let’s ensure that the Primary Program, the hallmark of our educational excellence, supported by research and practice, is easily found on our desks, in our staffrooms, and in our programs. The B.C. Primary Teachers’ Association works with its members to support developmentally appropriate primary education in this province. More information and updates on current issues may be found on our website: www.bctf.ca/bcpta/. Lori Robinson teaches at Nicola-Canford Elementary School, Lower Nicola, and is the president of the B.C. Primary Teachers’ Association. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9162&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 19, Number 1, September 2006 The BCTF Assistance Society by Steve LeBel The BCTF Assistance Society exists to help current and retired BCTF members who require emergency financial assistance. The assistance also extends to their dependents and spouses (including common-law and same-sex partners). It is another example of "teachers helping teachers." The BCTF Assistance Society, an entity separate from the BCTF, was incorporated as a society in 1971, with residual funds from the former provincial and Vancouver Teachers’ Medical Services’ Associations (prior to creation of the B.C. Medical Services’ Plan), as well as some bequests and donations. BCTF staff administer the society, and the BCTF bears those costs as its contribution. The BCTF also appoints six active BCTF members as directors to the society’s board each year. Another six directors are elected directly by the society’s members at the society’s AGM every April. The directors, and the BCTF staff members who work with them, treat every application for assistance with respect and confidentiality. The society usually offers a modest, interest-free loan, and in special circumstances, an outright grant. Recipients are expected to repay their loans within a reasonable time, so that other members can access the same services. A repayment schedule is based on each applicant’s finances. Financial assistance is usually requested because of a personal disaster, such as a sudden medical or housing emergency, or a family crisis. Assistance is not available for such things as debt consolidation, summer expenses, education costs, or situations arising from strikes or lockouts. Generally, assistance is not available until all other avenues have been explored. To obtain an application form for assistance, go to bctf.ca/SalaryAndBenefits.aspx?id=4758 or ask your local teachers’ association for an application form, or contact the BCTF Assistance Society directly at 604-871-1921, or 1-800-663-9163, and ask for the Assistance Society secretary. To be considered by the directors, an application form must be completed in full, and the applicant must sign a release authorizing a credit check. Steve LeBel is president of the BCTF Assistance Society.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=17576,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 5, March 2009  March 8: Moving society forward through women’s equality By Jane Turner For over 60 years, she kept a secret. Her 50-year-old son did not find out about it until this year. She told him when she decided to go to Shanghai and speak to Dr. Su, the region’s leading researcher into Japanese war crimes against the Chinese people during the Asia-Pacific war. Madam Tan needed her son to translate for her. Her dialect was such that only her family and the local villagers would understand her. So, bravely, she revealed the secret that for so long had been buried deep within her soul. As a young girl she had tried to hide in southern China to avoid being kidnapped by the Japanese Imperial Army. One day her luck ran out and she was discovered, taken by the army, and sent to what has been euphemistically called a “comfort station.” At age 15 she was systematically raped by Japanese soldiers who wanted to avail themselves of her ‘comfort.’ After the war, she returned to her home, looking for some kind of penalty to be delivered to her abductors and rapists. Instead, she was called a prostitute and blamed for her time as a military sexual slave of the Japanese army. To this day, no international condemnation has been handed out to the Japanese government and the actions of its army during the Asia Pacific war. The Japanese government has never formally apologized to the thousands of women who were forced into sexual slavery, nor has there been any restitution for the lost years, the inability to bear children, and the social ostracism that resulted because these women became part of the spoils of war. I was part of a group of Canadian teachers who went to China and Korea in the summer of 2008 to hear the stories of the survivors of the Asia Pacific war, which extended from 1931 to 1945. During our two-week trip, the nameless, faceless aggregate, ‘women,’ became as real to us as our own friends, neighbours, and families. We were privileged to hear the first-hand accounts of women and men abused, traumatized, and forever hurt by the atrocities of the Japanese Imperial Army. Organized by the Canada and BC Association for Learning and Preserving the History of World War II in Asia, (ALPHA), our opportunity to listen to the testimony of women, Chinese and Korean, who were forced into military sexual slavery and men who were the victims of biological warfare and forced slave labour, made the horrors of war very real and personal. I began to understand how important it was for them and the rest of the world to hear the Japanese government admit wrong-doing and apologize for their atrocities. All of this happened so long ago. It may be difficult to understand why networks of people around the world are working to achieve restitution for crimes committed decades earlier. Perhaps The Vancouver Sun editorial of November 11, 2008, gives us part of the answer. The editorial was titled, “When women are the battlefield.” It described the current conflict in the Democratic Republic of Congo, where, “Some (women) have been raped with gun barrels and sticks and knives. Some have been raped by dozens of men in a single day... There are hundreds of thousands of them. Women are the battlefield in the Congo’s long, recurrent civil war. Rape is a cheap and effective weapon in that war, because it fractures families and communities, spreads disease, and humiliates the men who watch, at gunpoint, as their wives, mothers, daughters, and sisters are raped.” We have not learned from the lessons of the past—abusing women as part of an overall war strategy. No, that’s wrong. These lessons have been learned too well and refined to a disgraceful degree. The Japanese army kept women as military sexual slaves and used them as medical guinea pigs for cruel and bizarre experiments. Instead of learning that armies cannot rape and mutilate women because they will be held to account when the war is over, it seems that the lesson history teaches is that abuse of women is a part of warfare, something that governments and their military can and do get away with. March 8 celebrates International Women’s day. On this March 8, let’s remember and celebrate the contributions women have made to society along with pledging to help stop the atrocities perpetrated by armies against female civilians. Whether it’s supporting Canada ALPHA in its pursuit to have the Japanese government acknowledge the atrocities of the Asia Pacific war or going to the vday.org, website to buy handbags made by women in the Congo’s hospitals who are recovering from sexual violence and learning to support themselves by sewing or doing crafts. Let’s support the women who have paid too high a price. Jane Turner is an assistant director, BCTF Professional and Social Issues Division. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "Eid Mubarak to all those celebrating in BC!" @bcliberals - 06:52pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12752,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 1999 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 12, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 1999 Debunking the tax cutters by Murray Dobbin In what looks and sounds like a replay of the big deficit scare of the early ’90s, business think tanks, conservative politicians, and the daily press are calling for big tax cuts. Once you strip away the rhetoric—Canadians are over taxed, a tax cut will stimulate the economy, it will make Canada competitive—it is clear what the tax-cutters are really after. They are the same voices that have for years called for huge cuts to education, health care, and social spending. And how better to guarantee those cuts than to radically reduce the amount of tax revenue governments have? Much of what you hear on the tax issue is misleading, and some of it is deliberate deception. Here are a few facts about taxation in Canada. Contrary to what many commentators suggest, there is no “tax revolt” in Canada. Even in Ontario, in the middle of the last provincial election, 75% of those polled said they did not want more tax cuts—53% wanted that money spent on health and education, and 22% wanted it spent on bringing down the debt. Other polls confirm this attitude. Several suggest that a majority of Canadians would be willing to pay more taxes if the revenue went to health, education, child care, or alleviating child poverty. We often hear that Canada is among the highest taxed countries in the OECD (29 industrialized countries of the Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development). Wrong again. For the past 15 years, Canada has placed at the centre of those countries in terms of tax levels. Our taxes are considerably lower than most European countries’. Our personal income tax rates are higher than they are in the U.S.A. But looking beyond this simplistic comparison, there are some surprises. A study, Standard and Poor’s DRI, revealed that what Americans pay for health insurance has the effect of making our income-tax systems almost exactly the same. Canadians actually have a slightly higher disposable income than Americans. The median family in Canada had $30,000 CAN to spend after taxes compared with $29,500 CAN for the median American family. Corporations calling for corporate tax cuts call taxes “job killers.” Most jobs “killed” in Canada are the result of massive corporate layoffs. Canada’s taxes on corporations are the lowest in the G7. A study by KPMG comparing the U.S.A., Canada, GB, France, Germany, Italy, and Sweden showed that Canada had the lowest effective corporate tax rate (27.4% compared with the U.S.A. rate of 40%). We also had lower payroll taxes (EI, pension, etc.) and lower property taxes than the U.S.A. Tax-cutters say that across-the-board cuts will create jobs. But several studies demonstrate that increased government spending is a far more effective way of creating jobs. The Ottawa firm Informetrica demonstrated that $100 million spent on education and health care would create 70,000 jobs; on child care, 130,000 jobs. The same cut in corporate taxes would create just 22,000 jobs. The best performing tax cut would be a cut to the GST, which would result in 55,000 jobs. Everything from the so-called brain drain to alleged low productivity are being blamed on our “high taxes.” But the brain drain is largely propaganda. In 1997, we lost 8,000 university graduates to the U.S.A., but we gained 32,000 from other countries. Most of the brain drain is in health—thousands of nurses have gone to the U.S.A. because of massive cuts to medicare. And in high tech we have a relatively small net loss, due largely to the higher salaries and more plentiful opportunities of the giant American market. As for productivity, it has very little to do with tax levels. Standard and Poor’s study found that “low tax countries have widely varying productivity performances. This implies that there are a number of other factorsthat are important.” In any case, StatsCan figures show that Canada’s productivity growth rate has at least kept pace with the U.S.A. since 1961, and in recent years has surpassed it. The tax-cutters say we need to be competitive with other countries. But our taxes pay for medicare, one of the biggest advantages Canadian corporations have over their American counterparts. One study determined that in the auto industry, Canadian plants had an $8-an-hour advantage over American plants because of the high cost of health premiums American employers have to pay. The crisis in education funding is now a huge issue in American politics, and a recent poll showed that 70% of Californians (famous for their 1979 tax revolt) are now willing to pay more taxes to improve the education system. Do we in Canada have to experience the same crisis in public services to make us realize that taxes are the price we pay for a civilized society? Murray Dobbin is a research associate with the Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives. More information on the CCPA web site, www.policyalternatives.ca Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7796,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 1, September 2004 Political appointees still at it Even while teachers were voting to elect college councillors, the political appointees on the college council were changing the rules and by-laws. The last regularly scheduled meeting of the politically appointed BCCT Council was held on August 27, 2004. The 90-minute meeting was filled with self-congratulatory talk about how effective the interim council had been. The appointees on the council adopted revisions to all by-laws and policies of the college (more than 200 pages). The BCTF and other partner groups were given notice of the proposed changes in June 2004. Most of the changes were required because of Bill 55. However, at the August meeting, the chair of the by-laws committee circulated a document containing additional changes to the by-laws and policies (over and above those proposed in June). A BCTF representative asked for a copy of the document, but the chair denied his request saying that the document was too complicated and could be misinterpreted and open to miscommunication. That was the first time a proposed by-law/policy document has not been available to the public at a BCCT meeting. A member of the council claimed that the document was only housekeeping. It was not. The BCCT adopted the entire package of amendments to all BCCT by-laws and policies with no debate. The matter had obviously been discussed behind closed doors. The by-laws will be sent to the minister, who can disallow them within 60 days. The adopted by-laws and policies document were posted on the BCCT web site later in the day, www.bcct.ca/about_us/bylaw_amendments.aspx. One of the more offensive changes made without any notice or debate was the following: Bylaw 3.A.03 Election of Members of the Council–Call of Election 3.A.03–now reads: The representative of each zone shall be elected by secret ballot of members of the College having their principal residences in the that zone. The previous by-law stated the following: 3.A.03 (prior to August 27, 2004): That the representative of each zone shall be elected by secret ballot of members of the College having their places of employment by a board in that zone or, if not employed by a board, having their principal residences in that zone. This is a significant change. Now members employed in one school district but living in another will be unable to vote for the candidate in the zone where they work. Members will have to vote for the candidate in the zone where they reside. For example, a member employed in Vancouver and living in Coquitlam will now vote in Zone 8 (New Westminster, Coquitlam, Burnaby), not in Zone 10 (Vancouver, Richmond). Another change in policy, which can be changed by a majority vote of future council, reads as follows: New policy PI.L01 College-Sponsored Conferences: Former College Council members will be invited to register for College-sponsored conferences at no charge. This means they would like to use member fees to pay for these political appointees to attend college conferences. As this issue of Teacher goes to print, seven BCTF-endorsed candidates have been elected by acclamation and teachers are voting in five zones. The college fees for the 2004–05 school year are not due until November 30. The BCTF Executive Committee will be making recommendations regarding the payment of the 2004-05 college fee and the disposition of the BCTF Democratic College Fund. – Peter Owens Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/BCTFNews.aspx?id=20080&printPage=true,BCTF News, Vol. 15, No. 3, November 2009  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Newsletters and Alerts > BCTF News > 2009-10 Archives BCTF News Teachers Working Together for Quality Public Education Volume 15 No. 3 November 2009 Table of Contents The never-ending class-size/composition grievance The future for bargaining The FSA, testing, and assessment HST Woes Taking action on the gun registry First call takes stock Find the BCTF on Facebook Check out the BCTF’s YouTube channel The never-ending class-size/composition grievance Consultation forms are still being collected from teachers who disagree with the organization of their classes for 2009–10. There appears to be well over 10,000 classes with more than three students with IEPs and 3,000 classes with more than 30 students. The 2006–08 grievance process is ongoing. Since BCPSEA denies that any remedy should be awarded in those cases, which were found in violation, further hearing dates will be needed for arbitrator Dorsey to determine what the remedy will be and which of the remaining 1,587 classes cited by the BCTF will receive remedies. Members need to continue to be insistent on participating in the consultation process, and object if their class is “not appropriate for student learning,” and press for more resources. The grievance process has shown that some schools not in compliance last year are meeting the limits this year because principals are reluctant to go through the process again. Given the undoubted weakness in the legislation, members can nevertheless work to improve conditions by seeing that what we have is enforced. The future for bargaining The BCTF is planning to push for significant changes to the present bargaining structures in anticipation of the upcoming round of negotiations in 2011. The present structure established in 1994, deemed anything that had a cost associated with it could only be negotiated at the provincial level. This left a small and relatively insignificant number of items that could be bargained at the local level. As first steps in loosening the constraints that presently exist, the fall RA passed two motions that call for the employer (BCPSEA) to be notified that the Federation intends to negotiate significant changes to bargaining, prior to the 2011 round and that there be meetings with government to discuss changes that would: result in a greater degree of local bargaining and provide funding for this to occur. address issues of class size, composition, and ratios for non-enrolling teachers. provide improvements in salary and benefits for teachers. The FSA, testing, and assessment Locals are presently arranging meetings in their communities and schools to talk about the Foundation Skills Assessment, provincial exams, and the uses and misuses of assessment and data collection. A key part of the plan to raise awareness of the damaging impact of testing on teaching and learning is encouraging parents of Grade 4 and 7 students to withdraw their children from writing the FSA tests. Partner groups and boards of education are being asked to support parents withdrawing their children by honouring parent requests and examining further ways to sustain ongoing calls for government to change its plans for conducting assessments. Teachers in BC would like the government to implement a moratorium on standardized testing and create a task force among all education partners to develop a system that better meets the needs of students. Learn more about assessment on the BCTF YouTube page: www.youtube.com/BCTFvids HST Woes A single harmonized sales tax is scheduled to be in effect July 1, 2010. The net effect of this tax will be a $2 billion saving for business and a shift of that burden to consumers. The HST will increase the gap between the rich and the poor in the province making the needy, poorer and the wealthy, richer. The Liberals couldn’t resist the $1.6 billion transitional funding grant (incentive) coming from the federal government. A wide swath of goods and services currently exempted from the PST will be taxed by the HST. School boards, unlike municipalities, have not been exempted from the HST and will receive no funding to cover yet another downloaded increased cost. The Federation has come out in opposition to the provincial government’s plan to implement the HST and is calling for a fair, progressive taxation system that does not hit people with low purchasing power hardest. CCPA’s Marc Lee has a commentary on the HST at: www.policynote.ca/2009/09/24/droppin-some-hst/#more-1920 Taking action on the gun registry The BCTF is taking a strong stand against the proposed legislation, Bill C-391, which removes rifles and shotguns from the gun registry. The evidence shows that gun control reduces the threat to women of domestic homicide, gun-related death, injury, violence, and suicide, and is a valuable tool used by police in crime prevention. Since Bill C-391 has passed second reading, the need for action has become urgent and members are being encouraged to contact their local MP by phone, e-mail, or in person to share information and concerns. Over 300 national, provincial, and local organizations are united in opposing any efforts to water down the present legislation. For more information from the Coalition for Gun Control: www.guncontrol.ca. First call takes stock The BCTF along with the Columbia Institute has supported a project undertaken by First Call (BC Child and Youth Advocacy Coalition) to look at child work-related injury claims in BC over the last 10 years. In December 2003, the British Columbia government passed Bill 37 amending the Employment Standards Act eliminating the requirement for employers to obtain a permit to employ children between the ages of 12 and 14. In attempting to assess what impact this has had, First Call has analyzed data provided by WorkSafeBC of work-related injuries. Key findings include the following: Prior to 2005, accepted injury claims for all age groups (14 and under, 15 and 16 years old) fluctuated between 1998 and 2004. No particular trend is visible. Beginning in 2004, a year after the law was changed, accepted injury claims began to increase in all age groups. While the number of accepted claims for 15- and 16-year-olds dropped in 2008, injury claims for children under 15 continued to increase into 2008. For all age groups, injury claims are significantly higher after 2005 than they were at any time previous. The report concludes by emphasizing that a 10-fold increase in accepted WorkSafeBC injury claims among children under 14 years, over a four-year period, is a cause for serious concern. Web: firstcallbc.org, e-mail: info@firstcallbc.org Find the BCTF on Facebook The BC Teachers’ Federation is on Facebook and engaging members through social media. If you have a Facebook profile, go to www.facebook.com/BCTeachersFederation to see our brand new page and become a fan. You will get updates about BCTF news, events, and opportunities to discuss current issues in education. Check out the BCTF’s YouTube channel Go to www.youtube.com/BCTFvids to see the BCTF’s YouTube channel. It’s loaded with content about education funding, teachers teaching on call, Social Justice 12, and a brand new video on testing assessment that was filmed at Summer Conference. Don’t forget to pass those links on to friends and post them on your Facebook page.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Touring a natural gas drilling rig with @MLA Mike Bernier, and Brian from EnCana http://t.co/AifdJ4H07b" @Teresa_Wat - 06:01pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141007,www.huffingtonpost.ca,http://www.huffingtonpost.ca/news/bc-teachers-strike-2014/4/topnav/load-start,�      m�1o�0�w~��i����@�HI�@��>jT�-��_C֎������K��o����˙5_��i�� �T������&/ �T$\�4 �Q�x�@#�עd{G���4hh|px� ��W�˾��1M��F�lw�b̴ lZQ.��ؿ��Ƚ���[�懬q6P�I08�v��4����/f�����:#�0Z�b#=A*"���9��tu�6ˏ��)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media last tweet "" @ - 12:00am Follow @ last post "" facebook/ - Jan 1st Like Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=21904,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 23, Number 4, Jan./Feb. 2011   Health and safety: Asbestos in the classroom  By Joe Murphy   Under the Workers Compensation Act, employers are responsible for ensuring the health and safety of all their employees. This includes the obligation to make workers aware of all known or reasonably foreseeable health and safety hazards in their workplace. One such risk that teachers need to be aware of is the possible presence of asbestos in their classrooms and schools. Asbestos is the name given to a group of minerals that occur naturally in the environment as bundles of fibers. These fibers have a unique quality that allows them to be separated into thin durable threads. The resulting products are highly resistant to heat, fire, and chemicals. For these reasons, asbestos has been used widely in many industries including construction. However, asbestos also has a dark history related to the fact that its fibres can break down into microscopic particles that cannot be detected by the human eye. These particles can become airborne and easily enter the lungs. The extreme health risks of inhaling these fibres have been well documented for at least half a century. These risks have resulted in the use of asbestos being banned in more than 40 countries worldwide. These countries include all member states of the European Union, Australia, Japan, and South Africa. In spite of this fact, it is still found in the physical plants, vinyl flooring, ceiling tiles, plaster, insulation, wall coverings, and drywall tape of many of our schools. The threat from asbestos is real. The World Health Organization’s latest estimate notes that asbestos already claims 107,000 lives a year. Even that conservative estimate means that every five minutes around the clock a person dies of asbestos-related disease. Asbestos-related illnesses are also among the most common causes of occupational death in British Columbia and Canada. In 2007, WorkSafe BC accepted 139 claims for fatal benefits. Of those, 59 or 42%, were related to asbestos exposure. The true toll is far higher, as agency statistics only cover workers who have filed compensation claims. As well as being ideally suited for multiple commercial uses, asbestos is also the “perfect carcinogen” as it acts as both a promoter and initiator of cancer. Exposure to asbestos has been linked to several diseases including asbestosis, lung cancer, and mesothelioma. All of these diseases can have a latency period of up to 30 or more years. Asbestos fibres are dangerous when inhaled and the dustiest processes are, in general, the most hazardous. Although it is clear that the health risks from asbestos exposure increase with heavier exposure and longer exposure time, investigators have found asbestos-related diseases in individuals with only brief exposures. This is especially the case with the fatal disease mesothelioma, a formerly rare, but increasingly common cancer of the lung cavity. It’s generally accepted by medical authorities around the world that no level of asbestos exposure can be considered safe, and that the more exposure one has, the greater the risk. Because asbestos is classified as a hazardous material, WorkSafe BC has developed an extensive set of requirements that employers must meet to protect their workers from exposure. These requirements apply to any worksite where asbestos-containing materials are present or used. Therefore, every school district in BC is required by law to have an asbestos management program that requires: An up-to-date inventory of asbestos-containing materials (ACM) in all school district buildings. This inventory must detail the location, type, and percentage of asbestos present, the condition of the material, and the potential for worker exposure. This inventory must be present at the site and available to any worker at that site. That all asbestos-containing materials are clearly identified. Inspection of all asbestos-containing material identified in the inventory on a regular basis. The purpose of this inspection is to monitor the condition of identified materials and to ensure that it remains in good condition and is not likely to release fibers into the air. Conduct a risk assessment prior to the disturbance, repair, or removal of asbestos-containing materials. This assessment must be sent to WorkSafeBC, a minimum of 24 hours, prior to the commencement of work. Instruct workers in safe work procedures and the elements of the asbestos management program. Keep accurate and complete records and annual review and update them. In addition to implementing an asbestos-management program, employers must ensure that all friable (materials that can be easily crumbled when dry and become airborne) are either removed from the workplace, encapsulated, or enclosed. The employer is also required to substitute material less hazardous than asbestos when practicable. If such substitution is not practicable, the employer must document the reasons why and make this documentation available to workers and the joint committee. What can you do to ensure that you and your students are not being exposed to this hazard? Ask to see the inventory for your school. Every classroom should be clearly identified and assessed. If the inventory is not readily available, notify your administrator and your school safety or staff rep immediately. If the inventory shows asbestos-containing material in your room that is damaged or in any way can be disturbed, insist, through your safety committee, that it be removed.   Joe Murphy teaches at Parkside Secondary School, Terrace, and is a member of the BCTF Health and Safety Committee.    Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7978,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 5, March 2005 Were you harassed? by Don Briard At the worksite, few labels are more emotionally charged than harasser. Both the BCTF and BCPSEA are trying to eliminate harassment, and progress is being made. Members are becoming more sensitive in their treatment of one another. However, harassment still occurs. When it does occur, what should you do? Gather your facts. While single incidents can certainly be sufficient to result in a finding that harassment has taken place, those are usually blatantly obvious, often public. What more commonly leads to an allegation of harassment is an ongoing pattern of behaviours that have the cumulative impact of demeaning, belittling, intimidating or humiliating the victim. If you believe such a pattern is developing, keep a journal. Note what happened, who was present, and when and where the events occurred. Write down what was said or done in as much detail as you can, and be sure you record how you felt. Those records may be crucial if an investigation occurs, particularly if the names of witnesses are noted. While harassment involves personal perceptions—what one individual laughs off, another finds harassing—your belief in and of itself does not constitute proof that harassment took place. Investigators use the "reasonable person" test. They ask themselves how such a person would view the events. Rudeness, crudeness, or bullying may occur without the test for harassment having been met. Investigators also look very closely at how events have affected the alleged victim. How was the ability to do the job affected? Was sick leave used? How did the events alter the complainant’s behaviour at the worksite? The investigator tries to get as complete an assessment of those aspects as possible. Investigators will also attempt to assess intent. Is there evidence of malicious intent on the part of the respondent? Did the complainant make the respondent aware of the impact that the behaviours were having? Are the behaviours directed generally, or is the complainant a specific target? Those are just some of the investigator’s considerations. Having considered all of those factors, a member who decides to take action enters the process in the collective agreement. You should be sure you clearly understand that process and what it involves. Get union advice. Your local can help you to assess your situation and provide support in dealing with the events and understanding the process. Confidentiality. Harassment complaints often have the effect of polarizing staffs. Apart from the contractual requirement that the situation be kept confidential, it is in everyone’s interest to ensure that the staff doesn’t pick sides. The impact of that behaviour can become far-reaching. Consider mediation. It is not uncommon that the root of the behaviours is the failure of the respondent to understand the impact of her or his behaviour. Mediation, by someone at the local or the BCTF level, can bring a speedy resolution. Write the complaint. Get assistance from the local regarding what should be in the letter of complaint. Be sure that you get advice on how to set it up in the most effective form. Investigation. The investigator will interview you, the respondent, witnesses, and other staff. You have the right to union representation during the interview(s), as does the union member alleged to have engaged in harassing behaviour. Be prepared. Be clear and focussed. Much may turn on your credibility. Report. Once the investigator’s report is released, you and the local will have to examine its findings and assess the options for grievance if the outcome is unacceptable. Your expectations regarding the outcome are important. To date, no public floggings or terminations have flowed from personal harassment incidents. The harassment language is intended to be a shield, not a sword. Its focus is on correcting behaviour, not on meting out punishment or exacting revenge. Times when significant punishments are warranted are relatively rare. Be sure you know what you want from the process, and be sure that what you want is reasonable. The harassment situation becomes doubly complicated when the respondent is an administrator. First, it will undoubtedly bring in representatives from BCPVPA, which aggressively protects its members, as is their right. Second, there are legitimate supervisory administrative responsibilities administrators must carry out. Heavy-handed or inept performance of those responsibilities, while insulting and annoying, may not meet the investigator’s test. Investigators do look closely at the manner in which administrative powers are exercised. The imbalance in power is always subject to scrutiny in a harassment investigation. Examine your evidence carefully, with support from the local, before deciding to lay a complaint. Such complaints do succeed, but the vast majority are found to be legitimate exercise of authority. The administrator may have been insensitive and rude, but as was said earlier, such behaviours may not attract the label of harassment. You have a right to work in an environment free from harassment. It is important that those rights be understood and exercised. A complaint under the harassment language, like a complaint under the Code of Ethics, is a serious step. The process for either must be used deliberately, cautiously. Were you harassed? Weigh the situation carefully and dispassionately. If the answer is yes, your union will be there to aid and advise you. Don Briard is an assistant director in the BCTF’s Field Services Division. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12690,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 1999 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 12, Number 2, October 1999 Challenging the new global order by Lili Johnston-Okuyama With the World Trade Organization (WTO) ministerial meetings taking place just south of the border in Seattle this fall, and the new millennium just around the corner, it is time that we think critically about the myth of globalization. If we examine this myth and expose its plot, we will see the truth behind it: No one benefits from globalization except the members of the wealthy, corporate elite. These benefits only temporarily quench the insatiable thirst of the small, powerful, wealthy minority. With the emergence of agreements and organizations such as the GATT, FTA, NAFTA, OECD, APEC, the MAI, and the WTO, corporate interests are becoming of far greater importance than the interests of citizens. Perhaps even more frightening is that the word citizen itself is being metamorphosed into the word consumer as people are seen more and more as commodities—commodities that exist simply to buy products made by multinational corporations and do not have to be informed about world issues or events that directly affect them. According to Murray Dobbin, a local writer and activist, “Free trade agreements are essentially about destroying democracy...the biggest cost to corporations anywhere is democracy.” Democracy lets people have a say. It allows individuals to address concerns about human rights, labour, the environment, culture, and health—realistically, all things that are seen as “barriers” to maximizing corporate profit. If a system of corporate rule were to replace our “democratic” system, democracy would have to be dissolved. This is what globalization is slowly trying to do. And this is why corporate-driven trade is not a healthy thing—because it sees citizens not as individuals with democratic rights, but as obstacles to progress and profit. However, on the brighter side, there are people who reject the mighty myth and will not stand by passively as other people’s eyes become clouded by it. A growing intergenerational movement is challenging the neo-liberal paradigm. Concerned citizens, economists, union members, educators, and people young and old share a common vision: to educate, engage, and empower people to challenge globalization and its unsustainable and undemocratic agenda. In November 1998, a coalition of educated and active young citizens organized a conference on globalization for 150 young people from across the northwest. The success of the conference highlighted a need for a permanent organization to educate youth on global issues. This is how “Check Your Head: the Youth Global Education Network” evolved. Check Your Head, an organization created by youth for youth, educates young people about issues of social justice and globalization and helps them understand their role in the global community. For the 1999–2000 school year, Check Your Head has workshops to be toured to high schools, colleges, universities, and youth events throughout the province. The workshops focus on youth and globalization, the WTO, and genetic engineering of foods, and they address global economics, free trade, corporate rule, and sustainability. Each workshop also focusses on empowerment, whereby participants and facilitators discuss alternatives and action youth can take in their everyday lives to become ethical and engaged citizens. The workshops are a component of a larger campaign called Y-MAP, the Youth Millennium Action Project, which involves the province-wide workshop tour as well as education campaigns on various global issues, a citizen training camp, a national youth conference, and much more. The purpose of this article is not to say that trade is wrong; indeed, trade has coexisted peacefully with democracy, freedom, and sovereignty for centuries. It is not trade itself but the way in which trade is carried out that is dangerous. When trade lowers or eliminates environmental and human rights standards, creates a class-based private education system, turns citizens into consumers, or exchanges democratically elected governments with trade organizations and CEOs, people must stand up and challenge the myth of globalization and act to expose it as a fraud. The things mentioned above are being discussed and decided upon as you read these words. The time to act is now if we want to oppose this new global order. We can still save our democratic society and its cornerstones—freedom, peace, equality, and education—from a profit-driven, corporate society and its cornerstones—deregulation, homogenization, inequality, and ignorance. Lili Johnston-Okuyama is a writer, educator, and social activist working with Check Your Head: the Youth Global Education Network. To obtain information or to book a workshop, contact Kevin Millsip (604) 685-6631. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=10210&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 6, May/June 2003 Professional development at its best by Lynn Hedekar When teachers get up in the morning, they have to remind themselves why they do what they do: to make a difference in the lives of their students. I work as a BCTF PD associate in order to make a difference in the lives of teachers and their students. My work as an associate, a workshop facilitator, has taken me from Zeballos to Tahsis to Atlin this year. The time away from my schools allows me space for reflection. My mind considers how best to assist a student to achieve success in school and how best to assist the teacher in a very challenging teaching assignment. This reflection time is made all the more special as I drive past some of the most beautiful scenery in B.C. enroute to Zeballos, Tahsis, and Atlin. Remote, quiet, and breathtaking, the road to Tahsis winds its way alongside a calm lake presided over by trumpeter swans. I roll down the window to ponder the height of a waterfall as I pass. Frozen, crisp, and swathed in powder snow, the road to Atlin (experienced on another trip) is majestic. I am startled by the rugged mountains and the windswept black ice of Atlin Lake. After a recent rain, the road to Zeballos is muddy and rough. The road narrows as it crisscrosses the river via one-lane bridges. The hillsides are covered in lush green West Coast rainforest. This truly is a wilderness lover’s paradise. My thoughts about kids and teachers are interrupted with the momentary worry of how much farther it is. At least I won’t get lost here; there is only one road! Upon arrival, I am surprised always by the warm welcome from each school. A chance to chat with colleagues about their expectations and needs for the workshop, a cozy bed and breakfast, and even a special Mexican cantina lunch catered by Grade 7 parents, all contribute to the wonderful magic of rural B.C. The teachers share their concerns about students. The district-level support is either far away or non-existent. The need to build positive working relationships is a survival skill, as teachers learn that working independently is too difficult with the complex demands of today’s classes. Teaching can no longer be an individual practice. The teachers who survive the pressures of teaching in today’s classrooms are ones who can teach in a collaborative way with the support of their colleagues. Nowhere is this more critical than in classes where student demands outnumber teacher resources. The BCTF is able to reach many teachers in both rural and urban B.C. with the PD associate workshops available on many topics. I am only one of 175 teachers who take time away from their teaching responsibilities to teach their colleagues. It is PD at its best where both the PD associate and the school staffs benefit from discussing values and best practices. Through these community/school PD events, teachers develop their sense of belonging to their school staff, their community, and their union. I have benefitted professionally from my time as a PD associate. From the day I started receiving BCTF workshop presentation training to now, I have not stopped learning. At each workshop, I review the best practice guidelines for working with difficult students, and I am constantly challenged by the curve balls that the teachers throw my way as they describe the learning concerns of their students. The participants generate the solutions as they brainstorm how best to help their students learn appropriate school behaviours. The strength of collaboration and teamwork is once more evident. I am struck with the realization that we are constantly learning as professionals as well as helping the students in their learning. It is truly a lifelong journey. Teachers are able to feel a sense of professional control and responsibility for their teaching and learning environment on these teacher-led PD days. It is not more accountability teachers need, but the time to understand the responsibility for learning with which they have been entrusted. Teachers are professionals who want to do their best, but they can perform at their optimum only with support, guidance, and leadership. When teachers feel a sense of belonging, responsibility, and collaboration, they are only too willing to give their students the very best of their knowledge and expertise. The PD associate program provides the professional guidance that teachers desire to make their schools the best they can be. I highly recommend the program to teachers throughout the province. Get involved with the BCTF. Make a difference to your colleagues. In the words of the immortal Dr. Seuss, "Oh, the places you’ll go!" Written with thanks to the teachers of Zeballos, Tahsis, and Atlin, B.C. Lynne Hedekar is an elementary counsellor in Nanaimo and a BCTF PD associate in "Dealing with Difficult Student Behaviour" and "Classroom Management.")
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Foster parents are ordinary people engaged in extraordinary acts of kindness. Join the team! http://t.co/6jUkcsOp6V" @Teresa_Wat - 04:31pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "Eid Mubarak to all those celebrating in BC!" @bcliberals - 06:52pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/ProfessionalDevelopment.aspx?id=6378&printPage=true,BCTF > Online Journals  	Professional Development  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Professional Development Online Journals Table of Contents  Early Childhood Education  Education (General)  Educational Research & Action Research  Educational Technology  Social & Political  Teacher organizations' publications  Technology  Early Childhood Education Contemporary Issues in Early Childhood This online, fully-refereed, research journal offers an interdisciplinary forum for researchers and professionals who are exploring new and alternative perspectives in early childhood education. Early Childhood Research & Practice (ECRP) This free, peer-reviewed, electronic journal sponsored by the Early Childhood and Parenting (ECAP) Collaborative at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, covers topics related to the development, care, and education of children from birth to approximately age 8. Young Children  An award-winning, peer-reviewed professional journal published bimonthly by the National Asssociation for the Education of Young Children. Young Children issues are organized around topical clusters that devote special attention to issues in the field of early childhood education. Education (General) American Journal of Education AJE from the University of Chicago publishes articles that present educational research, theory and philosophy with a goal to integrate scholoarship, policy and practice.  American School Board Journal An award-winning education magazine published monthly by the National School Boards Association. Chronicles change, interprets issues, and offers readers practical advice on a broad range of topics pertinent to school governance and management, policy making, student achievement, and the art of school leadership. In addition, regular departments cover education news, school law, research, and new books. American Teacher The official publication of the American Federation of Teachers features selected full text articles from the current and past issues. ASCD Publications A wealth of publications, both print and online, are available from ASCD's publications page. ASCD SmartBrief (delivered daily through e-mail) is a free news service that provides summaries and links to major education stories on curriculum, professional development, leadership, emerging technologies, policy, and news from the field. Canadian Journal of Education This leading, bilingual Canadian educational journal offers full text access to current and past issues. It publishes scholarly articles, review essays, discussions, book reviews, and research notes broadly but not exclusively related to Canadian education and written to be of interest to a wide, well-read general readership. Canadian Journal of Educational Administration and Policy (CJEAP) CJEAP is a scholarly, peer-reviewed electronic journal with a Canadian focus from the University of Manitoba, Faculty of Education. It raises important questions and promotes debate on problems of educational practice and policy. Current Issues in Comparative Education (CICE) Based at Teachers College, Columbia University, this international online journal provides an interactive medium for debate and discussion of educational policies and comparative studies, and "extraordinary transformations in world politics, economic markets and the social milieu as they affect education." Students, pratictioners and academic scholars contribute to the debate formally through articles and informally through the CICE Running Debate. Education Canada This is the flagship publication from Canadian Education Association. Published four times a year, it offers an informed dialogue on education with a Canadian perspective on current issues, trends, leadership, policy, practice and research. Education International Publications The web site of Education International, the world's largest educators' federation representing 23 million members through its 284 member organizations. Click on Publications to obtain full text articles. Education Policy Analysis Archives Editor Gene V. Glass founded this widely read, peer-reviewed, online journal in 1993. The site offers full text original policy research submitted from all over the world on a wide variety of educational topics. Education Statistics Quarterly The Quarterly offers a comprehensive overview of work done across all parts of the National Center for Education Statistics (NCES). Each issue includes short publications and summaries covering all NCES publications and data products released in a given time period. In addition, each issue includes a featured topic with invited commentary, and a note on the topic from NCES. Education Week Full text articles from current and past issues of the Education Week and Teacher Magazine are available at this site for subscribers.  Educational Leadership The official publication of the Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development, Education Leadership offers tables of contents, announcements for future issues, abstracts and selected full text articles from current and past issues. Elementary School Journal The Elementary School Journal (ESJ) serves researchers, teacher educators, and practitioners in elementary and middle school education. ESJ publishes peer-reviewed articles that pertain to both education theory and research and their implications for teaching practice. In addition, ESJ presents articles that relate the latest research in child development, cognitive psychology, and sociology to school learning and teaching. ERIC/AE Full Text Library The ERIC Clearinghouse on Assessment and Evaluation features an amazing new library of "full-text books, reports, journal articles, newsletter articles and papers on the Internet that address educational measurement, evaluation and learning theory." The resources are well organized by subject: Educational Quality; Learning Theory; Evaluation; Student Evaluation; Tests and Testing; Professional Standards; Research; Statistical Analysis. The site features useful filtering options for selected retrieval. The Green Teacher This quarterly magazine by and for educators focuses on environmental and global education across the curriculum at all grade levels. The site provides annotated table of contents and selected full text articles for current and back issues beginning with Vol.32, Feb-May 1993. Harvard Education Letter Research Online Harvard Education Letter's Research Online is a bimonthly newsletter that reports, interprets, and critiques new research and innovative practice in pre K-12 education. Articles are offered as full text or through abstracts. Harvard Educational Review HER is a quarterly, scholarly journal that "provides an interdisciplinary forum for discussion and debate about the field's most vital issues." The site offers abstracts from current and back issues from Spring 1985, full text book reviews, announcements of forthcoming articles and special issues. An electronic archive of full text articles beginning with the Spring 1980 issue is available only through a password to subscribers of the journal. Horace The Coalition of Essential Schools, the school reform movement founded by Theodore Sizer in 1984, publishes this journal. The site offers complete issues beginning with Vol. 5, No. 2, Dec. 1988. "HORACE is an ongoing discourse on pertinent topics in Essential school reform. Each issue explores one topic in depth, considering both its theoretical underpinnings and its practical applications." Institute For Research on Public Policy (IRPP) IRPP, an independent, national, nonprofit organization, aims "to improve public policy in Canada by promoting and contributing to a policy process that is more broadly based, informed and effective." It identifies significant public-policy questions, undertakes independent research into these questions and promotes wide dissemination of key results from its own and other research activities." Non-partisan dialogue, discussions and criticism from all sectors and regions of Canadian society are encouraged. Policy Options full text articles are available from the archives in PDF. International Electronic Journal For Leadership in Learning The IEJLL is a refereed electronic journal of the award winning Change Agency Network promoting the study and discussion of educational leadership issues. The agency's sponsors include the Faculty of Education, University of Calgary, ASCD and Centre for Leadership in Learning (Alberta). Full text articles are available through the archives. NASSP Publications This National Association of Secondary School Principals site features table of contents and future issue announcements from NASSP Bulletin, and Principal Leadership. NEAToday This site is current, well organized with many features, and searchable. It offers full text articles from current and past issues, starting from January 2006. Northwest Education Magazine Education Northwest's quarterly online journal has full text articles covering topical issues in depth. EN, part of a national network of 10 educational laboratories, is a private, nonprofit corporation, providing research and development assistance to education, government, community agencies, business and labor. NSCD Publications Publications from the National Staff Development Council include: the Journal of Staff Development, Tools for Schools, The Learning System and others. Most provide full text availability. Phi Delta Kappan The Phi Delta Kappan is available from PDK International's site. A major educational journal addressing policy issues for educators at all levels, it offers the table of contents of current and past issues, selected full text articles beginning with the September 1999 issue, and a searchable publication archives. Special features include: the monthlyWeb Watch reflecting that issue's theme; the Phi Delta Kappa/Gallup Poll [of the Public's Attitudes Towards the Public Schools published each September. Practical Assessment, Research & Evaluation (PARE) PARE is an online journal supported entirely by volunteer efforts. Its purpose is to provide education professionals access to refereed articles that can have a positive impact on assessment, research, evaluation, and teaching practice, especially at the local education agency (LEA) level. Professional Development Perspectives  Published by the Canadian Teachers' Federation. Rethinking Schools This online edition features selected full text articles from current and past issues, beginning with Vol. 11, No. 1, Fall 1996/97, although its index is retroactive from V.1, No.1, Fall 1986. It is committed to "equity and to the vision that public education is central to the creation of a human, caring, multiracial democracy." Features include special publications, and special article collections covering vouchers, the future of teacher unions, and creationism vs evolution. TEACH Magazine This widely subscribed Canadian journal covers issues and topics of practical interest to K-12 educators. The site features complete back issues. Teachers College Record Teachers College Record, in publication since 1900, is a journal of research, analysis, and commentary on education, educational policy and history. Full text access to current and archived articles are available to users who sign up for free membership. The site, searchable by many indexes, offers Book Reviews, Featured Articles, Collection of articles and more. TES: The Times Educational Supplement The site offers selections from The TES and its magazines: TES Primary, TES Online and Friday Magazine. Other features: TES Jobs database; Breaking News and the open forum TES Staffroom. This site links to TES Scotland. The Teacher This online edition of South Africa's leading monthly newspaper for educators features: the latest news; policy developments; book reviews; letters; practical classroom ideas. It describes itself to be independent of government, unions or special interest groups. Educational Research and Action Research The Alberta Journal of Educational Research (AJER) AJER is a quarterly journal devoted to the "dissemination, criticism, interpretation, and encouragement of all forms of systematic enquiry into education and fields related to or associated with education." This site offers table of contents from the last twelve years and abstracts from the last ten years. AERA journals AERA's journal site offers selected fulltext highlights from their publications and full text availability to Educational Researcher. Their other journals offer only selected abstracts or table of contents: American Educational Research Journal (AERJ), Educational Evaluation and Policy Analysis (EEPA), Journal of Educational and Behavioral Statistics (JEBS), Review of Educational Research (RER). Educational Action Research This fully-refereed international journal from Taylor & Francis aims "to establish and maintain a review of the literature of action research." and to provide a "forum for dialogue on the methodological and epistemological issues....." It is free to register for table of content alerting. Networks : An On-line Journal For Teacher Research This electronic journal, launched in Sept. 1998, "offers a place for sharing reports of action research, in which teachers at all levels, kindergarten to postgraduate, are reflecting on classroom practice through research ventures." Features: articles, short reports of work-in-progress, book reviews, and research news. The latter offers numerous links to other action research sites. The Ontario Action Researcher (OAR) This  refereed electronic journal  is "intended for elementary, secondary, and university teachers who are concerned with exploring the unity between educational research and practice."  Educational Technology Canadian Journal of Learning and Technology This site offers the online full text edition of CJLT.  It covers theoretical and practical aspects of educational technology and learning. CARET Center for Applied Research in Educational Technology The CARET site links to online educational technology journals, with many offering full text articles. Educational Technology & Society This quarterly electronic journal of the International Forum of Educational Technology & Society offers full text articles in PDF. It disseminates the conclusions of discussions on issues "affecting the educational system developer (including AI) and education communities." The Electronic Journal For The Integration of Technology in Education This referreed e-journal is published by the graduate students and faculty of the Idaho State University Educational Technology Program. It features research findings, practical articles on technology integration, book and software reviews, and commentary on topics of interest to educators (PK-16). eSchool News Online This daily online newsletter delivers educational technology news of interest to educators and policy makers. Besides delivering daily news, this full featured site offers many resources, publications and services, like the Site of the Week and free alerting newsletters. From Now On: The Education Technology Journal This electronic journal, committed to "professional development as well as the use of networks to support student exploration and reasoning," is published by Jamie McKenzie, a former teacher and educational technology consultant. The Subject Index provides a useful grouping by topics, eg. Research and Information Problem-Solving, Staff Development, Technology Planning. The site features many useful links. Learning and Leading With Technology (L & L) The site offers the current issue's table of contents, excerpts, and limited full text articles in PDF.. Articles are written for educators by educators with a focus on integrating technology into the classroom. Regular features include software reviews. The Journal of Technology Education This electronic journal, published biannually by the Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University provides a "forum for scholarly discussion on topics relating to technology education....[it's]research, philosophy, and theory." It also publishes book reviews, editorials, guest articles, comprehensive literature reviews, and reactions to previously published articles. Full text articles are in both HTML and PDF beginning with Vol.1 No.1, 1989. Journal of Technology and Teacher Education (JTATE) The official quarterly journal of the Society for Information Technology & Teacher Education (SITE), serves as the forum for the "exchange of knowledge about the use of information technology in teacher education, " to include preservice, graduate and professional development. The online JTATE provides selected abstracts. SITE is a division of the Association for the Advancement of Computing in Education (ACCE) whose members are "specialists in education, industry, and the government with an interest in advancing knowledge and learning with information technology in education." NetFuture NetFuture is a freely distributed newsletter dealing with technology and human responsibility, featuring articles like privacy violations, unequal access, and censorship. Edited by Steve Talbott, it has postings two to four times per week. Technology, Pedagogy and Education This international, refereed online journal from Taylor & Francis focuses on "research evidence and critical analysis on all aspects of ICT and its relation to teacher education and professional development in all phases of education." It covers theoretical works, research reports, literature reviews, software and book reviews, conference reports. T.H.E. Journal T.H.E. (Transforming Education Through Technology) Journal offers selected full text articles from their Magazine, a paid subscription resource. This site also links to their EduHound, a prescreened directory of over 20,000 links in over 50 categories. Social / Political Abilities Magazine Canada's foremost cross-disability lifestyle magazine, Abilities offers an annotated table of contents for the current issue, a searchable archives, and a forum for discussion and dialogue. BC Studies: the British Columbian Quarterly This site features table of contents to include books reviewed, full text editorials from current and archived issues, and a subject index. Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives Education Project This index page provides links to the CCPA quarterly journals, Our Schools/Our Selves and Popular Primers. reporting on educational issues and the growing attack on public education. The CCPA Monitor The monthly journal from Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives provides news and views on business, labour and social / economic issues often unavailable in the commercial media. The site is current and offers many full text articles from current and back issues. Encounter: Education for Meaning and Social Justice Viewing education from a holistic perspective, this quarterly journal provides resources for educators aiming to develop a sense of personal meaning and social justice in students. The site offers annotated table of contents for the most current issue.  Teacher organizations' publications Alberta Teacher Association  The ATA Magazine;  The ATA News;   Association des enseignantes et des enseignants franco-ontariens  En Bref  L'Association des enseignantes et des enseignants francophones du Nouveau Brunswick  Nouvelles de l'AEFNB  British Columbia Teachers' Federation  Teacher  Centrale de l'enseignement du Quebec (CEQ)  Publications  Elementary Teachers' Federation of Ontario  EFTO Link; EFTO Voice; Womens Issues  Manitoba Teachers' Society  The Manitoba Teacher  New Brunswick Teachers' Association  NBTA News  Newfoundland and Labrador Teachers' Association  The Bulletin  Nova Scotia Teachers Union  The Teacher & Aviso  Ontario Secondary School Teachers' Federation  Update; Education Forum  Ontario Teachers' Federation (OTF/FEO)  Interaction  Saskatchewan Teachers' Federation  Saskatchewan Bulletin  Technology IT World Canada IT World Canada is the Canadian affiliate of International Data Group (IDG), the world's largest IT information provider. This site delivers IDG's global IT information resources and information with a local Canadian focus, leveraging the editorial strength of the IT community's favorite print publications: CIO Canada, Network World Canada, ComputerWorld Canada, CIO Governments' Review, and CXO. Notable components include the industry calendar of Canadian events and daily IT news. ITBusiness.ca ITBusiness.ca is the electronic publishing arm of Plesman Communications, offering Canadian publications for the IT end-user and the IT reseller channel. This site offers links to its print publications to include their current contents and daily news on the IT industry which can be delivered as an electronic newsletter. PC Magazine The online edition of PC Magazine offers daily news, full text articles, downloads and lots more.Compiled by BCTF Information Services.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/IssuesInEducation.aspx?id=21584&libID=21574&printPage=true,BCTF > The solution to the BCeSIS problem is not more BCeSIS  	BCTF > Issues in Education  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Issues in Education > Technology in Education The solution to the BCeSIS problem is not more BCeSIS  by Larry Kuehn One response to the current disaster would be to throw a lot more money—lots more money—at fixing it. That would be more bandwidth, more data storage, more access for more people who can be on the system at one time. That is not a sensible solution. The problem with British Columbia enterprise Student Information System is in its centralized design that requires 40,000 people to all put all their data on one central database that they link to directly through a web browser. When BCeSIS was being created, an alternative was put forward. It would have been based on having software and data at a school and district level, with a roll-up only of necessary information to the provincial level. In other words, the central database would only hold what is needed at the central level and would not be the place where all the processing happens. Take a look at an example of secondary counselors to see the difference. Counselors need to have access to the data of who is in the school and what courses they want to take. They then need to run scenarios to see how assignments to classes can be made that balance out with class size limits and other factors. With BCeSIS, they have to do all this work online on the central database and servers. While they are on doing this, they are using up bandwidth for the connection, they are taking up one of the limited connections to the central servers, and they are using computing power. At the same time, every other secondary counselor is trying to do the same thing, every teacher or the support staff are supposed to be putting in attendance, and many are trying to put in marks on daily assignments. Obviously, the more districts that are on BCeSIS, the more pressure there will be on every element of the system. The “success” of forcing nearly every district to use BCeSIS has pushed an already overloaded system over the edge. In fact, BCeSIS has failed at nearly every key time when lots of people have to be on in a short block of time, such as with student programming and preparing report cards. Why centralize all data in BCeSIS?  When the request for proposals went out to industry for the data system, the ministry received proposals that would have allowed for much of the online activity to be on computers at the school and district levels, with frequent updating to the central database of that information that needed to be available centrally. Why would the ministry choose a centralized system that in its very design would be likely to fail? Does the minister really need to find out every day what students are in class in every classroom in the province? Does the minister really need to look into every classroom to see what marks any particular student has gotten on assignments that day? Why, then? One possible explanation is to look at the government’s overall data plans. Other ministries, such as health care, are developing databases to hold the health information on every person in the province. When all this data is held at a provincial level, data matching and data mining will be possible. Have we been asked whether we want a society where all of this information about us can be combined? Another explanation might be that the ministry wants to check up on teachers by looking for patterns in the data. Data-driven decisions are the trend that has accelerated in the US under the No Child Left Behind approach and the new Race for the Top funding sweepstakes. And AAL, the Ontario company that developed BCeSIS, has the US as its main market and we have a tool designed more for the US reality than the Canadian reality in schools. Who is making the decisions?  BCeSIS belongs to the ministry, although they say the data belongs to the districts. They have created a management system that has representatives from districts, along with ministry representatives, as decision-makers. A steering committee is the real decision-making body, with regional representatives selected by the district representatives. Outside of the people on the steering committee and the software and service companies (AAL and Fujitsu), no one seems to have much influence on the decisions. They have refused to provide the BCTF with information about their plans, let alone have any teacher influence on the decisions that are made. What’s the alternative?  Opening up the data to a third-party program is one possibility. This would be a program that the student data is loaded into for that school alone. The counselor could use the program to do all the sorting they needed to on the school computer and work out the timetable and student assignments without competing with every other counselor in the province needing to do the same thing at the same time. If that information is needed centrally, then it could be uploaded to the provincial system. Similarly, for student grade books, a separate program could be used for the teacher to maintain online records with all the advantages of more flexibility than exists in BCeSIS. When it comes to report-card time, just the report-card information could be uploaded directly to BCeSIS. There would be no need to spend all the time competing for computing resources and doing data entry on a clunky system. Some districts have already done this—adopted a real gradebook program, and written a program for the uploading of report-card grades to BCeSIS when it has to be. Even if the current problems with BCeSIS are reduced, that will be only a temporary fix to a system that is flawed in its design. BCTF executive calls for ministry action  The BCTF executive passed several motions calling for solutions to the problems: That the BCTF demand that information, and the decisions about the directions and funding of BCeSIS, be opened to the public and to the BCTF. That the BCTF call for a change in direction on data management to allow for BCeSIS to be open to third-party software that allows uses for attendance, gradebook, course scheduling, IEPs, and other essential elements to be carried out at the school and district level, not at the central level. That the BCTF ask locals to pressure their boards to call for a change in direction and to give instructions to their representatives to BCeSIS to open up information and consider a change in direction that would allow third-party local usage. That the BCTF call for the ministry to provide funding for districts to be able to adopt third-party software that will serve the needs of teachers and districts, rather than the ministry and the vendor corporations.  )
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(20141006,globalnews.ca,http://globalnews.ca/news/1598408/canada-contributing-to-telescope-involved-in-search-for-extraterrestrials/,Canada contributing to telescope involved in search for extraterrestrials - National | Globalnews.ca Your Region: National BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg On TV: News Hour Sections National National sections Locals Local sections Watch Watch sections Search Canada Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released Sections Health Money Consumer Tech Entertainment Environment Science Lifestyle Sports Featured Canada World Politics Investigations Canada Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released Your Region National Change BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Health Money Consumer Tech Entertainment Environment Science Lifestyle Sports Jump to a Region National BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Man trying to reach Bermuda in inflatable bubble rescued by Coast Guard Schedule NowNews Hour 6:30pmGlobal National More Programs Global National The West Block 16x9 The Morning Show More Personalities Dawna Friesen Carolyn Jarvis Liza Fromer Tom Clark More News Major snowfall covers N. Manitoba Entertainment ‘Gone Girl’ wins weekend box office News Journalist with Ebola arrives at US hospital Canada Quebecor sells off Sun newspaper chain News Crowdfunded bus debuts in Toronto Entertainment Depardieu reveals past as escort, thief Canada MPs debate motion for airstrikes in Iraq Sports NBA extends television deals for 9 years Trending Maple Syrup Heist Hong Kong protests Iraq crisis Luka Magnotta Ebola outbreak enterovirus D68 Ukraine Retail Wars Canadian Space Agency October 4, 2014 7:34 am Canada contributing to telescope involved in search for extraterrestrials By Peter Rakobowchuk  The Canadian Press ; Massachusetts Institute of Technology professor Sara Seager is seen at the Perimeter Institute in Waterloo. Moe Doiron/The Globe and Mail What is this? Sponsored content is written by Global News' editorial staff without any editorial influence by the sponsor. If you'd like to learn more... What is this ? X What is this? Sponsored content is written by Global News' without any editorial influence by the sponsor. If you'd like to learn more... MONTREAL – Canada is contributing to a new space telescope that one scientist says may help in the search for signs of extraterrestrial life. The Canadian Space Agency is providing a number of devices for the $8-billion James Webb Space Telescope, which is expected to launch in 2018. The contributions include two cameras and one of the four science instruments on board the telescope. Story continues below Related Stories India declares great victory with Mars-orbiting satellite WATCH: Photographer creates stunning timelapse of Mars A keynote speaker at a public science symposium in Montreal this Monday and Tuesday is hoping the telescope and others in the future will help lead to finding signs of life beyond Earth. “A lot is riding on that telescope – including possibly the discovery of life,” said Sara Seager, a Toronto-born professor of planetary science and physics at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. “We do have a chance to find life, but…it would be like winning the lottery five times in a row,” Seager said. “I’ll say that in the next 10 years, we’ll have the capability to find signs of life on an exoplanet far away – if it’s out there.” Since the 1990s, a number of exoplanets – planets that revolve around stars other than the sun – have been detected by space satellites. Last April, an Earth-sized planet was discovered orbiting around a star in a region that scientists said had the proper temperature to support life. READ MORE: Curiosity rover finally reaches Mount Sharp on Mars, ready to drill Seager, who was named in Time Magazine’s 2012 list of the 25 most influential space experts, said scientists are focused on finding gases in a planet’s atmosphere. “We do know that life on our own Earth, including us humans to some extent, produce gas as a byproduct of living and that’s what we’re looking for.” While rocky planets that could host life are very common, Seager cautioned that scientists aren’t searching for aliens. “We all want to talk to aliens, we all want to find intelligent life or little green people,” she said. “That’s not what we’re looking for, from the astronomers’ point of perspective.” The scientific focus on exoplanets also gets the nod from Jill Tarter, another scientist who will speak at the McGill University-organized symposium entitled “Are We Alone? Searching For Life Out There.” “We’re delighted, I mean exoplanets are real,” she said in an interview from California. “When we started this we didn’t know that.” Tarter is best known for her involvement in SETI, the Center for the Search for Extraterrestrial Intelligence. It has been scanning the heavens with its alien-hunting radio telescopes since the 1980s. Tarter would not say if she believes there is life beyond Earth, preferring to let the space community do its work. “Scientists and engineers have tools that can actually explore, they can make observations,” she said. “And so…let’s see what’s actually out there.” Yet Tarter, who says her work was portrayed by Jodie Foster in the movie “Contact,” isn’t about to call it quits anytime soon in the search for life beyond Earth. “Oh, no, no, I may run out of money, but I haven’t given up,” she added. © The Canadian Press, 2014 Report an error Canadian Space Agency Extraterrestrial life Science More Stories Education Back to school: Why aren’t more girls choosing science? India declares great victory with Mars-orbiting satellite World’s largest space conference arrives in Toronto Meet the spinosaurus – a massive, water-living dinosaur Asteroid to buzz Earth on Sunday (but we’ll survive) Comments Popular Now Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released 20224 How does Ebola spread? 5 things you need to know 18659 Accused Madeleine McCann Twitter troll found dead 9985 Ebola: 5 reasons why an outbreak is highly unlikely in Canada 7298 UPDATE: What’s the best, cheapest Canadian cellphone plan out there? 5891 Featured Content Canada Ebola: 5 reasons why an outbreak is highly unlikely in Canada What are the chances of an Ebola outbreak taking off in Canada? It isn’t likely, according to experts. And here are a number of reasons why. Continue reading → Environment Are we in the midst of a mass extinction? There have been 5 mass extinctions — the loss of 75 per cent or more of the world’s species — in Earth’s history. Scientists now believe that we are at the early stages of the sixth. Continue reading → Health Lab-grown penises may soon be ‘ready for testing’ on humans Researchers in North Carolina say penises grown in laboratories could “soon be ready for human testing,” offering hope for men who have had traumatic injuries or penile cancer. Continue reading → Canada Meet Rachel Parent — the teen fighting for GMO labelling in Canada Rachel Parent is a 15-year-old activist. Her goal: mandatory labelling in Canada of all genetically modified organisms, or GMOs that are found as ingredients in food. Continue reading → Canada Abandoned puppies on the mend Twenty hungry, cold and flea-infested puppies found in a Saskatchewan field are now being nursed back to health at Battleford’s Humane Society. Continue reading → Science Everything you need to know about Wednesday’s lunar eclipse On Oct. 8, Canada will be treated to its second lunar eclipse of the year. Find out what you can expect. Continue reading → Canada Can homegrown food win the climate change war? Wondering what’s the single most effective way to combat climate change? Plant a garden. Continue reading → Canada 16×9: An investigation into illegal lumber Timber thieves are stealing wood from the Russian Far East, processing it in China and then shipping it to North America, a 16×9 investigation has found. Continue reading → Highlights Hounds of Parliament: As commuting cyclist and budget watchdog, Frechette must make his presence known Frechette draws a line distinguishing his personality as a cyclist and as the parliamentary budget officer. But surely there’s a parallel between the assertive man he is on a bike and in the role of PBO? Continue reading → Email alerts Sign up for FREE daily Globalnews.ca newsletters and breaking news alerts Email Address National Daily News National Breaking News By clicking on the submit button, I have read, understood and agreed to our privacy policy Twitter Follow globalnews 20 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews USA Swimming suspends #MichaelPhelps for 6 months glbn.ca/ClLU9 pic.twitter.com/nqC3dQ3NhL 20 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews Hillary Clinton: military action against ISIS “critical” and “essential” globalnews.ca/news/1600343/w… #cdnpoli 32 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews Boy left in car during church choir practice dies glbn.ca/ClKBB Jump to a Region BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Connect Facebook Twitter Google+ RSS Contact Us Global News About Us Privacy Policy Principles & Practices Terms & Conditions Copyright Shaw Media Advertise Open Data © Shaw Media Inc., 2014. All rights reserved. Follow Follow “Global News” Get every new post delivered to your Inbox. Join 3,820 other followers Powered by WordPress.com Shaw Connect Expand News Entertainment Entertainment Home Celebs Movies TV Music Living Lifestyle Food Home & Living Sports Money Tech Travel Breaktime Autos Watch TV Online All Sites Global Global News Food Network HGTV History Television Showcase Slice DTOUR ET Canada National Geographic Movietime Lifetime H2 DIY Action NG Wild Mystery IFC BBC Deja Vu Twist)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=25458,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > March 2012   Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 5, March 2012     Opinion: Do you know the Queen’s English? (Yes, I heard she was.)  By Jim McMurtry   Grammar no longer merits a place in the English BC provincial examinations. There was a section on grammar, but it was taken out a few years ago because “experts” decided that it was not important knowledge. Students can now go on to university without learning the intricacies of parts of speech, parts of the sentence, punctuation, and syntax (sentence rules). Indeed students can score a 100% on the English 12 provincial exam with grammatical and spelling errors in their writing. To minimize the work of exam markers, exams are marked only out of 6, and the Ministry of Education has pronounced that a “response need not be error-free” to earn a 6. English teachers bemoan the common error of a run-on sentence or a sentence fragment, but students are not given the knowledge they need to understand what they are doing wrong. Since a “run-on” is two (or more) main clauses in one sentence unconnected by a conjunction, students need to know what a conjunction is, what constitutes a main clause, how to identify a subject and predicate, and what punctuation marks to use. Grammar is defined as “the whole structure of a language.” I am not sure why students are not taught to see this structure in English class while students in French or Spanish class are drilled daily in verb forms and other grammatical considerations. I was not taught any grammar in school and think I missed out on a lot of fun. I learned later in life that the placement of a single punctuation mark can alter meaning, as with the distinction between “extra-marital sex” and “extra marital sex”—the first being improper and the second infrequent. I ask my students which of the following is correctly punctuated: “A woman without her man is nothing” or “A woman; without her, man is nothing.” The answer, of course, depends on one’s gender allegiance. I also ask students if this interrogative sentence needs a comma: “Are you ready to eat, Granny?” Without the comma, Granny is in trouble. At a recent party someone asked, “Can you call me a cab?” I said, “Ok, you’re a cab.” The splendour of language comes not only from its literal meaning but from its carefully crafted nuances. The push in schools is to get as many kids through to the Dogwood Diploma as possible. While it is noble to want to reduce the number of secondary school dropouts, the government is quietly lowering the achievement bar. I cannot think of any other explanation for removing grammar instruction from English class. Students can now take a range of courses that are far from academic such as cooking, pipe-fitting, and rec leadership and almost all the courses that remain ostensibly academic no longer have a mandatory provincial exam. Most students going on to university only write the English 12 exam—an exam that tests reading comprehension, literary terms, and essay writing, but not grammar, spelling, and nothing at all on the novels and poems that comprise the English 12 curriculum. It is time for university instructors to stop complaining that students are less literate than before. Maybe grammar, spelling, and literary knowledge are dying arts. The Ministry of Education seems to think so.   Jim McMurtry, English 12 teacher, Surrey   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7896,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 4, January/February 2005 Health and safety: What's that you say? by Maureen L. MacDonald Universal truth: Good acoustics enhance all students’ ability to learn. Unfortunate truth: Poor acoustics abound in schools. Is anybody listening? Hard-of-hearing students learn better in classrooms that have good acoustics. All students learn better, and all teachers teach better in classrooms with good acoustics. The following specific student populations receive great benefit: profoundly deaf, hard of hearing (including children with recurring ear infections), central auditory processing disorder (CAPD), learning disabilities, developmental delays, attention deficit disorder or attention deficit hyperactivity disorder (ADD/ADHD), and second-language learners. Students with special needs have IEPs that outline plans to optimize their learning. Are acoustical engineers on the planning teams? Who, if anyone, is recommending how to eliminate the noise problems by installing sound-absorbing walls or ceilings or by using portable or built-in sound-field systems? School planners are late to learn the importance of acoustics. Schools often have no acoustical design. There are no provincial standards for school acoustics. It is common to have poor acoustical environments, with excessive noise and reverberation. This is detrimental to communication between teachers and students, to learning and language development, and to the health and well-being of teachers. This situation is not confined to old schools. The newest schools, built on the cheap, can be the worst. Hard surfaces, sloped ceilings, and industrial steel beams absorb no sounds. What makes the little red schoolhouse "green"? There is a "green school" movement that sounds appealing at first. However, it includes the notion that natural ventilation will occur if the windows open and the walls between the classrooms do not reach all the way to the ceiling. If I remember my elementary school science lessons correctly, when the air flows over the walls, the sound goes with it. Will you volunteer to teach next to the music room or the metalwork shop or the Kindergarten? When there is too much noise, teachers usually raise their voices. Students need to hear over the bothersome heating/ ventilating/air conditioning (HVAC) system, the PE class outside the window, and the traffic on the busy street a few metres away. Teachers speak up despite the fact that loud does not mean clear. Vowels mask the high frequency sounds such as th, sh and ch. Not all the students understand the message. Learning suffers. The teacher’s voice suffers. We teachers depend on our voices as professional tools, but unlike singers and actors, we are not trained to use them effectively. Many of us simply accept sore throats and loss of vocal power as occupational hazards. Drinking lots of water and using non-verbal signals will help save the voice, but speech therapy or medical treatment may also be needed. Teachers’ voices are at risk WCB statistics show that the incidence of voice dysfunction among teachers is on the rise. Teachers are five times more likely than the general population to have voice problems. According to Dr. Linda Rammage, program director, half the patients at the Provincial Voice Care Resource Program at Vancouver General Hospital are teachers. Voice problems among teachers represent a rising cause of teacher illness, use of sick leave, stress, and WCB claims. Many of the same teachers have concerns about indoor-air quality. In extreme cases, teachers have been forced to cut short their careers. Make a noise The Joint Occupational Health and Safety Committee at each worksite is there to receive information about health and safety hazards, including noise levels and voice dysfunction. The committee will recommend solutions to problems. If the problems cannot be resolved at the school level, they will be referred to the district level. The district must respond to recommendations within 21 days. You’ve heard me sing this song before! It’s a favourite of mine. Whether a teacher’s voice dysfunction is caused by the working conditions or by a separate medical condition, the employer has a duty to accommodate the worker. File a WCB claim. See your doctor. Keep a written record of events. Don’t give up. Call your local president for help. Buying basic portable sound-field systems, when required, for about $1000 each, would save money for school boards, the WCB, and the healthcare system. At the same time, teachers and students would benefit. There would be no losers. SNAG SNAG, the ad hoc School Noise Action Group on which I represent the BCTF, is actively attempting to change the way schools and classrooms are designed. SNAG is setting up a research program in preschool (Berwick), elementary and secondary (Vancouver), and post-secondary (UBC) classrooms. Preliminary local studies indicate that noise levels only rarely and for short periods go down to ANSI (American National Standards Institute) standards, and teachers talk much louder than was previously thought. Sound advice Tell your school trustees and your MLAs to recognize expertise. If 42,000 BCTF experts tell them that school acoustics need upgrading, they’ll have to listen. Recommend to your local that it get involved in planning good acoustics for new schools, and for renovations of existing acoustically inferior schools. Goodbye This is the last in a series of articles I have written as the prevention officer in the Health and Safety Department. My term appointment to the BCTF staff ends on February 11. I’ll become a teacher-librarian at the brand new Elsie Roy Elementary School, in Vancouver’s Yaletown, on February 14. If you wish, you can reach me there at my school e-mail address: mmacdonald@vsb.bc.ca. It has been my privilege to be on the BCTF staff. Working with grown-ups is just as enjoyable as teaching children. I’m happy to have had a chance to do both. For the next four years and six weeks, our health and safety program is in the capable hands of Mark Keelan (mkeelan@bctf.ca) from Surrey, on the prevention side and Gail Montgomery (gmontgomery@bctf.ca), from Prince George on the WCB claims and appeals side. To add your name to the BCTF Occupational Health and Safety e-mail list, contact Whitney Burgess: wburgess@bctf.ca. Maureen L. MacDonald is the prevention officer in the health and safety department for a few more days. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141007,www.huffingtonpost.ca,http://www.huffingtonpost.ca/news/bc-teachers-strike-2014/iframes.open,B.C. Teachers Strike 2014: Pictures, Videos, Breaking News Using a mobile device? Go to m.huffingtonpost.com for huffpost mobile. Vancouver Christy Clark B.C. First Nations Gregor Robertson More Log in Create Account Notifications Profile Settings Logout Edition: CA BR Brasil CA Canada DE Deutschland ES España FR France IT Italia JP 日本 (Japan) KR 한국 (Korea) MG Maghreb UK United Kingdom US United States Region: BC All Canada Alberta British Columbia Québec (en français) Follow FRONT PAGE Politics Ford Still Doesn't Understand Racism51 Unvetted Judge Joins Supreme Court43 Kenney Posts Photos Of Iraqi Children To Make Case For ISIL Airstrikes94 Clinton: Canadian Help In ISIL Fight 'Indispensable'44 Canadians Left In A Fog Of War42 Go to Politics More in Politics The Pulse Stephen Harper You might also like US Politics UK Politics Business Porn Company Has A Raunchy Deal For Air Canada Pilots Sun News Just Lost Its Main Source Of Content; What Now?49 Canadian Cities Surprisingly Unpopular Destinations For Workers This Is How You Rack Up U.S. Roaming Charges While In Canada14 Look What China Might Actually Build47 Go to Business More in Business Small Business Money You might also like Tech TechCrunch Autoblog WorldPost Spanish Nurse First To Contract Ebola Outside West Africa518 It's Been 3 Weeks Since Anyone's Seen Kim And Rumors Are Swirling97 3 New Findings On ISIS Weapons That You Should Know About39 WHO: More Cases Of Ebola In Europe Unavoidable161 Turkish President Says Syrian Town Under Islamic State Siege Is About To Fall235 Go to WorldPost More in WorldPost Foreign Affairs World Elections Arab Uprising Afghanistan War Syria Crisis You might also like Travel Impact Living 100 Pumpkin Carvings That Will Inspire You Fried Maple Leaves Are A Delicacy In Japan, And We're Jealous WATCH: HuffPost Readers School Us On Toronto's Real Must-Eats Toronto Dubbed Fourth Most Livable City In The World 33 Signs You Live In Liberty Village Go to Living You might also like Healthy Living Food Recipes Divorce Women Parentdish Green Post50 Weddings Style Best Halloween Costumes For Men And Women Most Offensive Products In Retail Canadian Model Coco Rocha Is Pregnant! LOOK: Matthew McConaughey Wears 'Dazed And Confused' T-Shirt Go to Style More in Style Beauty Fashion Celeb Style Entertaining and Etiquette Stylelist Canada Wedding Style Home Style You might also like Style (U.S.) Weddings Stylelist Canada Entertainment '7th Heaven' Star Reportedly Confesses To Child Molestation On Tape412 Beyonce & Nicki Minaj Are Straight Up 'Flawless' In Paris Performance19 Jennifer Lawrence Breaks Her Silence On Nude Photo Hack Kendra Wilkinson Gets Candid About Those Cheating Rumors18 Kris Jenner Opens Up About The Late Robert Kardashian Go to Entertainment You might also like Music Celebrity TV Moviefone Arts The Glamorous History Of Pin-Up Like You've Never Seen It Before Here Are A Bunch Of F*cking Delightful Artsy Cat Photos. You're Welcome. This Is What It Really Looks Like To Be A Modern Day Nun New Animation-Inspired Art Show Will Make You Yearn For Saturday Morning Cartoons Go to Arts You might also like Books Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Religion Alberta 20 Puppies Found Abandoned In Field Anti-Abortion Postcard Targets Tory MP.. Again26 Mystery 'GPO Girl' Turns Up In Calgary Major Saskatchewan Train Derailment Dozens Of Dead Cats Found, Another 62 Euthanized Go to Alberta More in Alberta Alberta Politics Alberta Business Alison Redford Calgary Edmonton British Columbia B.C. Teen Killed By Train Was Wearing Headphones, Texting: RCMP13 Anthem Singer's Fall Is Lesson In Showmanship Pastafarian Loses B.C. Driver's Licence Over Holy Colander Elderly Asian Women Attacked In Vancouver Lawyers Of Convicted Surrey Six Gangsters Want Mistrial Go to British Columbia More in British Columbia B.C. Politics B.C. Business Christy Clark Vancouver ALL SECTIONS News Canada Politics Canada Business US Politics US Business World Media Sports Education Crime Weird News Good News Daily Finance Entertainment Entertainment Music TV Celebrity Comedy Art Books Moviefone Life & Style Living Style Home Healthy Living Taste Weddings Travel Parents Divorce Huff/Post 50 Marlo Thomas OWN Tech & Science Tech Science Green Techcrunch Engadget TUAW Joystiq Voices Impact Women Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Religion College Teen Local Quebec (French) Calgary Montreal Ottawa Toronto Vancouver Winnipeg Mapquest Patch.com Our Mobile Apps iPhone iPad HuffPost Live iPad Android Phone Android Tablet British Columbia B.C. Politics B.C. Business Christy Clark Vancouver rss of this page Like 45 featured blog posts B.C. Public Schools Need More Funding, Not Fundraising I find that the inadequacies of public education funding have ignited a fire in me. Is anyone else feeling like we should stop fundraising for the things that should be funded by the government? Mellissa Kimberley Mother, Artisan, Lifelong Learner     It's Time For B.C. Teachers To Stop Lying To Parents The teachers have been lying to us. For years. They've been covering it up. Papering over underfunding and mismanaged fiscal priorities with brightly coloured posters and sparkly stickers. Concealing an impoverished system by buying the damn supplies themselves. Without receiving so much as a tax break on those purchases. Naomi Lazarus Costume Designer, Mother I Refuse To Stop Spending My Own Money On My Classroom Yes, I've bought the materials in the boxes that I'll be hauling to work each day this week. And yes, I sincerely wish that I hadn't had to go out of pocket to make sure that my students get the best education that I can give them. The underfunding of public education in B.C. has already taken enough out of me. I refuse to let it take who I am as a teacher, too. Ashley D. MacKenzie High School Teacher A Normal Sunday, At Last The early afternoon sun brightens the kitchen as it shines down through the skylight; I can hear my two youngest children, managing to not bicker and argue their way through Lego Star Wars on the TV, and I'm sitting across the kitchen table from my teacher husband, typing this as he plots out his Socials 8 course for the year. This is the first Sunday in months that feels normal for us. Mellissa Kimberley Mother, Artisan, Lifelong Learner The Last Day of School As families in B.C. prepare for the long-awaited return to school, I am inspired to sit down and write out my own reflections of this past summer. In countless movies, we see children hard at work on their first day of classes, writing out their first essay of the school year. And so, I take a page from that to bring you "What I Did On My Last Day Of School." Mellissa Kimberley Mother, Artisan, Lifelong Learner   The Conspiracy Of Silence In B.C. Schools Is Over Well, here we are, with a deal to vote on. We're climbing up out of the trenches, dusting ourselves off, holding our noses against the stench of manipulation, and voting. We'll vote yes, but it won't be an overwhelming yes. Cecelia Griffiths B.C. Resource Teacher B.C. Teachers' Strike 2014: At What Cost? These past three months have been an exercise in spinning plates, deciding what bills must be paid now and which can sit for a month; making those excruciatingly embarrassing phone calls to utility companies to ask for extensions, explaining our circumstances and hoping for an understanding and lenient person on the other end of the phone. I can't help but shake my head, because shouldn't teachers with their professional training be able to make ends meet better than this? Mellissa Kimberley Mother, Artisan, Lifelong Learner B.C. Teachers Should Vote No To Tentative Deal Despite what I know was a Herculean effort on the part of our bargaining team, I very much hope that B.C. teachers will vote no to the tentative agreement. After five weeks of strike, and 12 years of legal battles, this is not the deal that will restore sanity to public education and it is not a fair deal for teachers and students. Tara Ehrcke Teacher, Activist, Citizen B.C. Teachers' Strike Was About Values, Not Economics Now, do I feel as though both sides compromised equally on this contract? No. I do feel like the teachers gave up more. But as much as I'd like a salary increase that actually kept up with the rate of inflation, and the budget to fund some firm way of handling class size and composition, this whole strike wasn't about economics. Ashley D. MacKenzie High School Teacher B.C. Teachers' Strike Is Epic Struggle Of Dinosaurs Millions of years ago, a triceratops and a Tyrannosaurus rex fought it out as the Cretaceous period came to a end. Neither realized their struggle was futile since they were both about to become extinct. The B.C. teachers' strike is another epic struggle of dinosaurs as the Ministry of Education and teachers' union are locked in bitter dispute over issues that have little significance since the market for education has fundamentally changed. Steven Burton Creator of Icicle, the HACCP Food Safety Platform Do B.C. Parents Have To Buy Toilet Paper Soon As Part Of School Supplies? Then there is the issue of school supplies. I have watched the list steadily lengthen over the years. This year alone, I have spent $300 just so my children can have adequate supplies for school. Not to mention that their supply lists include ridiculous items like Kleenex, photocopy paper and Ziploc bags. If our schools don't even have the funding to supply children with something to wipe their noses with, then like one parent said to me, "What's next, toilet paper?" Carolyn Moeller Mother, Community Volunteer, Bookkeeper A Rough Guide To E80 And The B.C. Teachers' Strike Everybody watching the B.C. public teachers' strike has heard of E80, and nobody understands it. Even the negotiating teams can't agree on what it means -- a pretty good sign that it should be deep-sixed pronto. The bottom line is that the parties' positions on E80 is fatally poisoned by distrust. Many fault the union, but it's the government who wrote the script. Sandy Garossino Business Owner, Community Advocate, former Crown prosecutor Christy Clark Is Balancing the Budget at the Expense of Kids and Teachers The current teachers federation vs. government struggle is more than a labour dispute. For those who look closely, what's revealed is a style of government that appears to disregard facts, deceive the public, tarnish the reputation of teachers, all in a move to pit the people against teachers and their legal right to due process under the law. Government's disdain for trained professionals in order to gain a political advantage is deplorable. No government should hide the truth of its past misconduct. No government should balance the budget at the expense of teachers and kids. Raffi Cavoukian Troubadour, Author I Served To Help Children Attend School Abroad, But Am Helpless In B.C. I sacrificed myself, along with my army buddies, to help children in other countries to attend school, but what can I do in my own country to get children back in school in B.C. Madam Premier, this is our province. Not just mine and definitely not just yours. This province is not just yours to destroy the rights and freedoms of the people. Dan Nickel Retired Army Mechanic, Hockey Coach B.C. Teachers' Strike: 5 Tips For Survival Dr. Divi Chandna Physician, Author Help B.C. Teachers Feel Valued With #thisisYOURstrikepay I am a B.C. teacher, and lately I feel like I should apologize for that. I'm so tired of hearing how awful I am. How greedy. How I shouldn't want more for my students. Let's get teachers feeling valued because things are rough right now, and it's getting hard to remember by ourselves. Kat Ling Teacher Chinese Parents' Group Takes Credit For Ending Teachers' Strike Quick Read | Comments | 10.01.2014 B.C. School Districts Ordered To Return All Strike Savings Quick Read | Comments | 09.26.2014 Return To Classes 'Very Emotional' Quick Read | Comments | 09.22.2014 BACK TO SCHOOL! Quick Read | Comments | 09.21.2014 Teachers Shut Out Of B.C. Liberal Fundraiser After 'Security' Concerns Quick Read | Comments (84) | 09.21.2014 The Secret Meeting That Broke The B.C. Teachers' Impasse Quick Read | Comments | 09.21.2014 'Neither Side Got Exactly What They Wanted' Quick Read | Comments | 09.20.2014 B.C. Teachers' Strike Ends With Bittersweet Contract Approval Quick Read | Comments | 09.19.2014 B.C. Teachers Vote On Bittersweet Contract Deal With Province Quick Read | Comments | 09.18.2014 Veteran Mediator Elevated To Hero Status In B.C. Quick Read | Comments | 09.16.2014 DEAL Quick Read | Comments (53) | 09.20.2014 B.C. Teachers' Dispute Spins Into Boycott Of Businesses Quick Read | Comments (147) | 09.17.2014 Is Mother Nature Trying To Say Something About Teachers' Strike? Quick Read | Comments | 09.16.2014 B.C. Teachers' Strike's 'Unintended Consequences' Quick Read | Comments (14) | 09.15.2014 About B.C. Teachers Strike 2014 Public teachers in British Columbia began rotating strikes in May 2014 which also included a partial lockout by the provincial government. It escalated to a full-scale walkout a month later as part of a bitter ongoing contract dispute. The sticking points are pay, class size and composition, and classroom support. A mediator walked out on exploratory talks a few days before the scheduled start of the 2014/15 school year, declaring the two sides too far apart to attempt mediation. Most Popular Whk00puh5k%2Bp%2FYVDIhQElYbiYJ7l%2BGrIFNmGT9XZrMc%3D ldmCcif%2FLlEpeCpvWnQdBL6uPgmTwBztX8Pvtt25%2BpM%3D exABQjIsjdWHWO96CaCs4EzuGVnbhGskyxYg%2Bc8ioXI%3D 1 of 3 B.C. Teachers Strike 2014: Gov't Won't Impose Settlement, Says De Jong 3 Comments A Teacher's Appeal To BC Liberals Of Conscience 54 Comments B.C. Teachers Strike 2014: Union Hopes For Mediation In August 2 Comments B.C. Teachers' Strike News Could Come Just Days Before Scheduled School Year 0 Comments Promising? Marathon Teachers' Strike Talks Go Into Wee Hours Quick Read | Comments (70) | 09.15.2014 Ontario Teachers Donate $100,000 To Striking B.C. Counterparts Quick Read | Comments (15) | 09.12.2014 WATCH: Singing Out Teachers' Strike Frustrations Quick Read | Comments | 09.12.2014 Homemade Study Guide Goes Viral To Help Grade 12 Students During Strike Quick Read | Comments | 09.12.2014 Education Minister No Longer Ruling Out Back-To-Work Legislation Quick Read | Comments (62) | 09.12.2014 Christy Clark Event Caterers Find Restaurant Window Smashed Quick Read | Comments (13) | 09.11.2014 'Widely Expected' Teachers' Vote Result Turns Up Pressure On Province Quick Read | Comments | 09.11.2014 Big Budget Surplus Not For Teachers' Deal: Finance Minister Quick Read | Comments (64) | 09.10.2014 Voucher System For B.C. Schools 'Categorically Not True': Minister Quick Read | Comments (38) | 09.09.2014 B.C. Union Leaders Urge Clark To Accept Binding Arbitration Quick Read | Comments (32) | 09.09.2014 Bus Driver Rejected Student Fare Due To Strike: Teen Quick Read | Comments | 09.09.2014 Pages:   1 2 3 4 5 Advertise | Make HuffPost your Home Page | RSS | Careers | FAQ User Agreement | Privacy | Comment Policy | About Us | About Our Ads | Contact Us Copyright © 2014 TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. | "The Huffington Post" is a registered trademark of TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. All rights reserved. Part of HPMG News)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=25634,BCTF News Releases  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources   For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development News Release Archives 2014  2013  2012    2011 2010  2009  2008 2007  2006  Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2012 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  February 28, 2012 Labour Relations Board rules teachers may legally escalate job action The BC Labour Relations Board has ruled that BCTF members may initiate job action up to and including a full withdrawal of services for a maximum of three instructional days, with notice of not less than two school days.  Subsequently, teachers may withdraw all duties for one out of five days per week, again with notice of not less than two days.  “Teachers would prefer to be engaging in a meaningful mediation process to resolve this dispute rather than escalating it,” said BCTF President Susan Lambert. “But given the government’s ongoing refusal to meet us half way, we’re compelled to try to increase the pressure on both our employer and government.”  Pointing out that the BCTF called for a mediator over a week ago, and that the employer agreed to mediation last Friday, Lambert queried the delay in the appointment of a mediator. She called on the government to request that BC Supreme Court judge Stephen Kelleher step in and help bring both parties together.  “Judge Kelleher is a respected labour relations expert with years of experience in the public education sector,” Lambert noted. “We need someone with his kind of independence, integrity, and authority to play an effective role in this difficult situation.”  At the same time, with legislation to impose a contract expected to be tabled this afternoon, the government has demonstrated once again its unwillingness to listen to teachers’ appeals for improvements they know are desperately needed in BC schools.  “For an entire decade, BC teachers have been speaking out about the underfunding, the oversized classes, the scarce textbooks, and other learning resources, the lack of support for our students with special needs,” Lambert said. “This government has failed the children and the teachers of the province once again.”  The full ruling can be found under Labour Relations Board rulings at bctf.ca. -  30  - For more information, contact Nancy Knickerbocker, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell). Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2011/11/pearson-alized-learning-guest.html?showComment0751320865209849,Staffroom Confidential: Pearson-alized learning: Guest commentary on #bcedplan Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, November 8, 2011 Pearson-alized learning: Guest commentary on #bcedplan Today's guest post is from David Komljenovic, Kamloops teacher   After researching more about the origins of the BC Education plan and the proliferation of the 21st century learning mantra, I am more convinced that our message could be "BC Public Education is not for sale".   From the information to follow, there is evidence that corporations and primarily one has benefitted from the underfunding and undermining of public education. My sense is that when government attempts to create crisis in education, corporations give the appearance that they need to come and pick up the pieces. Difficult to do in BC which ranks as one of the best in the world. But the BC Ed plan may be the equivalent to the premise of Snobelen's infamous speech on "manufacturing crisis" in Ontario's public education system.   Pearson Education is the largest corporation in the education market (not that there should be a market in public education - but...). With the recent move to provide districts and charter schools in the US with personalized learning options, consider their creep into Canada and BC.   First, consider what Pearson is doing in the field of Personalized Learning (http://www.pearsoned.com/pearson-and-knewton-partner-to-advance-next-generation-of-digital-education/). In the attached article, the company Knewton joined up with Pearson to provide a diagnosis tool for students proficiency (enter Standardized Testing). If you wondered how standardized testing fits with the BC Education Plan, consider the market for standardized tests and how corporations will say that they are just using them as a toold to diagnose learner need so that their program can be personalized. The program is also a product that can be provided by Pearson or Knewton or perhaps another corporation.   Second, Pearson is involved in taking over the international assessments (PISA) that consistently rank Finland, Canada, and South Korea at the top - more egalitarian and/or cooperative systems compared to the rest of the jurisdictions. (http://www.pearson.com/media-1/announcements/?i=1485). What will corporate control of the assessments mean - haven't put my mind to that question but it is a concern.   Then consider that Pearson has taken over BCeSIS. Again, a manufactured crisis - as if BCeSIS was even necessary. It was forced upon districts who spent countless funds and ended up being a failure. Here comes Pearson to the rescue to take over the program to replace it with BCeSIS. Consider this article from the Vancouver Sun: http://blogs.vancouversun.com/2010/11/17/bcesis-and-pearson-education-better-for-teachers/ .  Enter Bill 3 - the attempt by government to eliminate privacy protections that were in place before (https://www.privacyassociation.org/publications/2011_10_21_opinion_bc_bill_could_threaten_privacy/) . The government will have a greater ability to collect information on individual citizens and share the information with other agencies (Homeland Security in the US is a concern - so it providing the information to corporations like Pearson which will have access to the software system with just about all of a student's information anyways).     In terms of Personalized Learning in BC (which is the BC Education Plan), Pearson has already met with various districts to help provide services. Consider this article: http://www.pearsonschoolcanada.ca/index.cfm?locator=PSZqH7.   The icing on the top for government, they can say all of this necessitates them gutting our collective rights and have us worry about that while they are accelerating the sale of public education. But the real agenda, in my mind, is having corporations come in and provide (and control) funding where the government (and really the people of BC) should be stepping in.   Educational philosopher John Dewey stated "Democracy must be born anew in each generation, and education is its midwife". Media control in Canada is a concern in that few corporations control a fair bit of information, but education is all about thought. Personalized learning as a marketed program that is provided by one or two major corporations will provide one or two versions of thought - which is why the fight for professionalism is more important now than ever before.     So while teachers have been told we cannot wear buttons or place materials on bulletin boards to express thought, a major corporation will soon have unlimited access to children for what reason other than to exploit (consider the premise in the film "The Corporation" http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Corporation_(film).   Pearson's drive to control the world's educational needs cannot help but undermine what public education is meant to serve - which is a diversity of thought without control of any one opinion. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 5:24 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 7 comments: AnonymousNovember 9, 2011 at 11:00 AM One of the reasons why Finland is so highly rated in educational achievement (literacy specifically) is related to its language and overwhelmingly so. Finnish is a highly phonemic language: "The Finnish orthography follows the phoneme principle: each phoneme (meaningful sound) of the language corresponds to exactly one grapheme (independent letter), and each grapheme represents almost exactly one phoneme. This enables an easy spelling and facilitates reading and writing acquisition. The rule of thumb for Finnish orthography is: write as you read, read as you write." So, in effect, the language is really easy to learn. It is also easy to teach. There is less time spent teaching students how to read. More time is spent on content, which explains --in large part-- why Finland does so well in educational achievement ... and literacy. So, instead of reforming educational practices or using Ipads in the classroom (which might be relatively helpful nonetheless), the most efficient policy should be to reform the English language to be more phonemic! According to research, the average students should be able to read (and spell) English 2 years earlier than he or she is now! However, I doubt Pearson will want that from happening!ReplyDelete AnonymousNovember 11, 2011 at 12:05 PM Looks very much like the Koch brother's ALEC mantra is now infecting BC's public school system. They do fund the Fraser Institute generously.ReplyDelete LGTNovember 11, 2011 at 11:00 PM Brilliant article and scary reality.ReplyDelete AnonymousNovember 15, 2011 at 6:09 PM Somehow I doubt you'll see Pearson's software in St. George's or Shawnigan Lake. Good old fashion teaching will remain. Why else would the fat cats send their brats there? Just so they can sit in front of a console and follow a computer program? What we need to do is go back to streaming. Meat heads in one school and kids who care in another. Problem solved. Sounds cruel, but it will work. This garbage we're seeing from the Liberals will not.ReplyDelete David KomljenovicNovember 21, 2011 at 8:59 PM Compare the logo for the Surrey First Education civic party and the logo of Pearson Education. Eerily similar. T. James discovered this link and you can view the two logos at these URLs: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pearson_Education and http://www.surreyfirsteducation.com/ .ReplyDelete rightfootNovember 25, 2011 at 2:34 AM The English curriculum at Pearson is very old fashioned. Structured, traditional, little room for student choice. Not what 21st century learning purports to be. This is a con job.ReplyDelete rwMay 16, 2012 at 4:46 PM This is just what the idiots living in this province want. I'm not surprised. Actually, this has been a long time coming, and now it's finally here; The END of the BCTF and public education as we knew it. I’d expect the BCTF, BCGEU, nurses, and doctors to all go out in September, but only the teachers will be ordered back with the threat of dismissal. I would guess the teachers will defy the order and many will be dismissed and fined. I expect to see their union bosses thrown in jail for a couple of days for good measure. It will be ugly, but the teachers of BC have nothing left to give and nothing to lose. Many will simply be deemed surplus and let go.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ▼  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ▼  November (8) LRB dismisses BCPSEA application 19th century labour relations for 21st century edu... Change sweeps across many BC school Boards Victoria Trustee candidates - My voting card Is Bill 33 discriminatory? Pearson-alized learning: Guest commentary on #bced... Smartphones or saxophones? bcedplan gets it wrong Teacher activism: Keeping BC's education system st... ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2014/06/ranking-sorting-essential-service.html?showComment0751404844935854,Staffroom Confidential: Ranking & Sorting - An Essential Service Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Saturday, June 21, 2014 Ranking & Sorting - An Essential Service What is schooling for? In the midst of a teacher strike that is now entering its second week, the BC Labour Relations Board provided an answer - to rank and sort students. Upon application from the BC government, they declared that providing Grade 12 student marks was an essential service, and on Friday afternoon, that reviewing Grade 10 and 11 marks provided by school administrators was an essential service. Also essential is the provision of provincial exams, which students wrote last week behind teacher picket lines. I guess we already knew that time in the classroom learning was not paramount. Many Districts across BC have shortened the school year by a week or longer to address chronic budget shortfalls. Some have even adopted a four day week. So it was already evident that time involved in learning activities with teachers can be jettisoned - if it saves money. No surprise then that the government appears to have very little interest in ending the strike and re-opening schools before the end of June. We also knew that somehow the BC government thinks that limiting the constitutional right to strike should expand far beyond genuinely life threatening situations. It was all the way back in 2001 that the Essential Services legislation made the provision of education "essential". But what is increasingly clear is that was is  "essential" for government has nothing to do with educating. What is "essential" is that lists of marks are available to rank and sort students - no matter what they had the opportunity to learn and no matter how inaccurate those rankings might be. And what is also essential to government is that essential services legislation continue to erode the right to strike. The government lockout prevented teachers from planning and marking. For the last several weeks of school, assignments were abridged, trips were cancelled, and learning activities cut short. Teachers simply could not continue to teach in the manner they do under the terms of the lockout and the severe restrictions on the working day. In my district, six out of the seven secondary schools also cancelled final course tests. In my daughter's school, the decision was made by the school administration and announced on the PA system before teachers even knew. In other words, the final month of school, which is about 20% of second semester courses, was shortened. And grading and assessment was altered - in many cases without the teacher even having any control over it. Many teachers forced to submit Grade 12 marks on Friday did the only thing they think is ethical and honest in the circumstances - they assigned an "In Progress" mark. They acknowledged that the assessment of student work is not in relation to all the learning required in the course. They did what is a fair and accurate representation of student outcomes given the lockout's impact. One teacher I know even went further, providing a range of potential outcomes each student might achieve if they had the opportunity to actually complete the course, including final assessments. Next week teachers will be asked to "review" a mark provided by an administrator. I don't know where these marks are going to come from. Perhaps they will be term marks from term one and will not reflect any student work completed since April. Perhaps they will come from some other magical place. What I do know is that administrators have not taught these students and have no mechanism to provide a genuine professional opinion about the level of student achievement in relation to the learning outcomes of the course. So why are they putting marks into the system? I guess because they have been ordered to do so. At the end of the day, administrators will place a grade on every grade 10, 11 and 12 student's transcript. That grade will in many cases not reflect the student's abilities relative to the full course curriculum. But it will provide some data for someone else to make a judgement about that student. And this is ultimately what these grades are for - to rank and sort students. And apparently this is essential. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 1:46 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 1 comment: René MarcelJuly 8, 2014 at 11:42 AM It seems that the Fraser Institute is so deep into the pockets of the Ministry of Education (partly due to the continually growing transfer of public money into private schools) that the "Lie"berals are simply following corporate business models to ensure a steady and increasing flow of taxpayer dollars into management levels of both government and those who benefit from the lowest tax rates in the country.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ▼  June (2) Ranking & Sorting - An Essential Service Can we afford smaller classes? Absolutely. ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9846,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept./Oct. 2002 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 1, Sept./Oct. 2002 Eyewitness to Calgary G8 protests: Labour and antiglobalization protesters get together by Patrick Schreck   If you see a demonstration, get out of the area immediately. Do not stand and watch. Do not engage any demonstrators in discussion or debate. If you feel at any time that you are in trouble, approach an adult you can trust. Those were the instructions to Calgary students in a letter sent home by the Calgary School Board in the days leading up to the anti-G8 protests that occurred there the last week of June. I met Calgary students Damien Alvarez-Toye and Stephanie Knuff at the Community March. They had been considering attending the protests out of concern about the policies of the G8, and receiving the school-board letter strengthened their resolve. The many Calgary students who attended reflected important aspects of the larger antiglobalization movement. They are concerned about oppression of indigenous people, environment degradation, human rights, acute poverty, and inequality. They seek genuine democracy as opposed to corporate control. They are willing to take defiant action. And they are young. Some of the characteristics of the antiglobalization movement have set it apart from the more traditional social movements, notably the labour movement. The right-wing media and others frequently highlight the differences, presumably to keep the different social movements from uniting and cross-fertilizing. The "violence" of the antiglobalization protestors is played up above all else, but the goals, thinking, tactics—and even the clothing—of this movement are subject to ridicule. The pundits are no doubt worried about what a real alliance of trade unionists and anticorporate activists could do for progressive social change. As a participant of the anti-G8 mobilization in Calgary last June, I observed the welcome and active involvement of the labour movement in all aspects of the protests. It was a step toward an alliance. The sentiment about the involvement of organized labour was expressed by Mike Desautels, the CLC Regional Rep for Alberta and the Northern Territories. Speaking at the Labour Forum at the G6B Conference (‘G6B’-six billion people as opposed to just eight leaders), Desautels argued that the strength of this new movement comes from the links being forged between so many groups—youth, community, church, labour, and others. Each group is learning from the other. Later, at the illegal People’s Picnic (even the picnic in the park was not sanctioned by the city), Desautels elaborated on the benefits for labour in being open to other social movements and working to create an equal footing among them. Against globalization, no group can go it alone. Mike Desautels is an example of the official side of the labour movement approaching the anticapitalist movement. He has worked for months as a CLC official, side-by-side with young activists in Calgary preparing the protests, the G6B Conference, and the Solidarity Village. The CLC and the Alberta Federation of Labour kicked in $100,000 for the organizing. What is the object of committing all this work and money? Opposition to the G8, of course. Yet the bigger picture, says Desautels, is building a launch pad in Calgary for further and united work between the "anti-capitalist convergence," labour council, and community activists. I asked what message I might bring back to teachers in B.C. to further the opposition to globalization. Desautels replied, "Solidarity is a good guide. I hope the BCTF joins the B.C. Fed." Union flags and banners waved in large numbers on the Sunday March—the only legally sanctioned event of the week. However, flags and banners from the CAW, CUPW, CEP, UFCW, CUPE, Steelworkers and others were highly visible on illegal actions, notably the direct-action-inspired Snake March and the Kananaskis Caravan. The Snake March and Caravan were defiant and illegal actions. Without a preset route, the Snake March wove through downtown Calgary’s early-morning rush hour, occupying intersections and halting traffic. The goal was "economic disruption"—throwing a wrench into the corporate engine. Some corporate offices received special attention: Talisman Energy for complicity in supporting Sudan’s genocidal civil war against its southern inhabitants, Shell Oil for its role in the Nigerian military’s oppression of the Ogani peoples to open up oil fields, Telus’s plans for mass layoffs and contracting out of unionized work, and countless energy companies for their objection to the Kyoto protocol. The Kananaskis Caravan, organized in just two days, brought over 100 vehicles to the police and military barricades across the public highway that led to the site of the actual G8 summit in Kananaskis. The protestors highlighted the lengths to which G8 leaders are going to insulate themselves from the voices of those who must live with their decisions. The protestors also highlighted the lengths to which people will go simply to assert their democratic rights. The Calgary G8 protests highlighted one of the most important developments in the antiglobalization movement—the growing and active participation of rank-and-file trade unionists. Dave Ellegett, a CAW member from Ontario, described the "kids" who organized the Calgary actions as amazing and praised their tenacity and resourcefulness. Ellegett organized the new CAW rank-and-file Flying Squads, squads of CAW members willing to rapidly deploy secondary pickets or solidarity support. This sign of renewed militancy is inspired, at least in part, by the in-your-face antiglobalization movement. The adopted symbol of the Flying Squads is a bandana—the tear-gas-shielding fashion statement from the Seattle anti-WTO protests of 1999. As seen in Calgary, the excitement for Flying Squads has spread to other unions. I also saw activists with Flying Squad bandanas with CUPW and CUPE logos. The cross-fertilization between unionists and antiglobalization activists holds great possibilities. The antiglobalization actions from Seattle, Washington, Prague, Quebec City, Genoa, and others, have attracted hundreds of thousands of young people around a movement they find relevant. The more trade unionists are seen participating in the movement, the more relevant trade unions will be to the growing numbers of young activists. Although many antiglobalization activists are leery of big trade unions, perceiving them as bureaucratic, and heavy-handed when dealing with smaller social movements, the activists still know the importance of solidarity. In Calgary, I saw extraordinary efforts of both groups to accommodate each other. Unionists, comfortable with Robert’s Rules, adapted themselves to a consensus decision-making model preferred by the other activists. We were certainly made to feel welcome. On the day I arrived in Calgary, I attended a large daily organizing meeting at the Convergence Center. I had the opportunity to announce that I was there because the BCTF—the union representing teachers in B.C.—decided that it was important to send a number of members to participate with other activists in the anti-G8 mobilization. The crowd exploded into cheers and applause. The antiglobalization/ anticorporate activists believe that a better world is possible, that corporate rule is unacceptable, and that people taking action "is what democracy looks like." And, they want to work with trade unionists—including teachers. Three of the younger antiglobalization protestors I met were B.C. secondary-school students who had travelled by bus from Victoria to Calgary. They also thought it was great that B.C. teachers were part of the protest. I asked them if they thought the protests can work. Pablo said, "There’s no guarantee. But if we don’t fight, nothing will change." Liam said, "We’re not getting into Kananaskis; this is about getting to the people. Bush and Chretien won’t stop. It’s the people who can stop them." Elissa said, "It’s our world. We need to take it back." Patrick Schreck is a teacher on call, Greater Victoria. What is the G8? The G8, or Group of Eight, is an informal group of the seven most economically powerful countries—Britain, Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, United States, and known collectively as the G7—plus Russia. The group has met every year since 1975. Initially the group focussed on macro-economic and trade issues, but political issues, such as security, development, nuclear safety, and terrorism have become more important. What does the G8 do? The G8 is a discussion forum. However, nothing happens in formal international organizations such as the World Trade Organization (WTO), the International Monetary Fund (IMF), and the World Bank, without the prior consent or active support of the G8. The overall direction of policy that comes out of the G8 also has a significant impact on those organizations. The G7 countries control the most powerful international financial institutions. Voting power at the World Bank and IMF is determined by the level of a nation’s financial contribution (one dollar, one vote), and the G7 holds a total of 45%, which results in veto power. The G8 meets every summer in advance of the September meetings of the World Bank/IMF and the November Ministerial of the World Trade Organization, so decisions made at the G8 affect the policies set at those meetings. The G8, as a multilateral forum is elitist, secretive, and exclusive, despite a façade of greater involvement from other voices. The record of the G8 is the advancement of the neo-liberal agenda and a tweaking of institutions, rather than fundamental reform and greater accountability. The G8 record Of the $100 billion of debt cancellation offered at the 1999 Summit in Cologne, only $2.6 billion has been cancelled. The G8 believes that "open trade and investment drive global growth and poverty reduction," and it is committed to expanding the WTO and to helping developing countries "improve the climate for private investment." Here at home, the provisions of the WTO reflect the G8 drive to open public services like healthcare and education to private control and market forces. The G8 states "...we must renew our unwavering commitment to structural change...including greater competition and more adaptable labour markets." The G8 is seen as a central institution of corporate globalization. The G8 record on debt cancellation, international trade, AIDS and healthcare, the environment, and foreign aid, has drawn growing and broadening layers of citizens to protest at the sites of the annual summits. As this year’s host, Jean Chretien conducted the G8 summit far from the voices of any criticism in the mountain resort of Kananaskis. Protests occurred despite the militarized security zone and 400 million dollars worth of military and police security. The spring 2002 Representative Assembly resolved that the BCTF would send members to participate in the anti-G8 protests in Kananaskis and Calgary.     Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13544&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 20, Number 1, September 2007 Special education policy and guidelines BCTF Research A team of three PSA members (SEA President Saima Fewster, LATA President Janice Neden, SEA member Marilyn Miller) and BCTF Researcher Charlie Naylor, have produced a new publication. Access the guide, Special Education Policy and Guidelinesthe BCTF Guide, on the BCTFs "Teaching to Diversity: web page at: bctf.ca/uploadedFiles/Issues/Inclusive_education/ Teaching_to_diversity/DiscussionGuideSpecEdManual.pdf This BCTF guide shows the changes made to the special education manual and provides our analysis of some of the changes. The document provides more information about many changes that are not listed in the ministrys two-page summary of the new policy and guidelines document, which is attached (with permission) as an appendix to the BCTF guide. There are some positives in the new ministry policy and guidelines document (on the ministry web site at: www.bced.gov.bc.ca/specialedppandg/toc.htm). As well as the specific changes to policy and guidelines that are identified in the BCTF guide, a brief discussion of implications is included. Issues and concerns are also stated. One thing to bear in mind is that the ministry has planned future changes will be made on-line. We aim to monitor these and keep the BCTF guide current. We have also obtained copies of the Ministry of Educations (January 2007) "Special Education Services Category Checklists." These lists are used as criteria when audits are carried out on special education services in school districts. A hard copy of both the BCTF guide and the ministry category checklists will be mailed to local offices. Please share this information and the web address to access the BCTF guide, with your members working in special education and learning assistance.  Charlie Naylor)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9868&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2002 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 2, Nov./Dec. 2002 Teacher work arbitration by Pat Clarke In November 2002, the BCTF and the BCPSEA will be in an arbitration hearing on the nature of teacher work. The hearing has been scheduled because BCPSEA filed a grievance in the hope that an arbitrator will define the work of teachers broadly enough to include activities that are extra-curricular or voluntary. The employer is attempting to make many of the activities that are voluntary part of the job of teaching and therefore mandatory. That would prevent teachers withdrawing from activities that are voluntary. Members will no longer have the choice of whether or not they will participate in those activities. The implications of a successful grievance on the employer’s part are devastating not only for teachers as employees but for the profession of teaching. The consequences for teachers as employees are evident. A successful outcome for BCPSEA would have even more dire consequences for public education. If BCPSEA convinces an arbitrator that the nature of teacher work is as all encompassing as it maintains, and that as employers it has a very wide mandate in terms of what it can require teachers to do, it will have turned teaching from a profession into an occupation. One of the defining characteristics of a profession is professional autonomy. Our education, training, and experience enable and entitle us to make our own decisions about how we practise and how we interact with our students. We determine what is appropriate and necessary, we apply our skills as we see fit, and we dedicate ourselves to our work according to our determination of where our skills lie. We make those decisions, not an employer or an agent of that employer. If we do not have that authority, we are not professional workers. For many, the distinction between profession and occupation may not seem that important. But the implications for quality public education are enormous. Teaching is a demanding job that requires creativity, spontaneity, and resourcefulness. It demands a relationship between teachers and their employer that accommodates those demands. A working environment that discounts teachers as professionals, that limits their decision-making autonomy and professional discretion, will undermine the quality of teaching. It will weaken teacher morale and inevitably make teaching a less-than-desirable occupation. The model proposed by BCPSEA is based on a factory model where teachers are to follow directions and treat students as materials on an assembly line. Currently teachers are professionals who are expected to use their creativity, experience, and knowledge to ensure the success of every student. In mid October 2002, the New Westminster School Board passed two motions directing BCPSEA to withdraw from the teacher work arbitration. The first motion called on BCPSEA to withdraw from the arbitration and the second motion directed the board to seek intervenor status if BCPSEA continues with the case. The board wants to make sure that the arbitrator is aware that it does not support BCPSEA’s efforts to have the work of teachers defined in an arbitration. We should let our employers, in particular school trustees and district and school administrators know what we think of this latest assault on teachers by BCPSEA. An expanded definition will not work. It will further undermine the trust and mutual respect so essential for effective schools. If our employers are serious about teamwork and co-operation, destroying teachers’ professional autonomy and treating them only as personnel is the wrong way to go. Pat Clarke is the director of the BCTF’s Professional and Social Issues Division. Teacher work arbitration In mid-October 2002, the New Westminster School Board passed two motions directing BCPSEA to withdraw from the teacher work arbitration. The two motions are: "That the New Westminster School Board inform BCPSEA that we are opposed to their continuation of the Arbitration — BCTF Interference with Management Rights, and demand their immediate withdrawal of that arbitration. "If BCPSEA does not withdraw the arbitration then the New Westminster School Board seek intervener status to oppose the arbitration, on the grounds that at no time has BCPSEA sought their advice or opinion on this matter and that they have violated their duty to represent us." Other school boards may be interested in maintaining positive relations with its teachers and passing similar motions. – Peter Owens)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "Eid Mubarak to all those celebrating in BC!" @bcliberals - 06:52pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media jthornthwaite last tweet "Read #BC's Blueprint in English, Punjabi, Chinese & French! http://t.co/cUCdVsL7BA #findyourfit #diverse #northvan http://t.co/cUCdVsL7BA" @jthornthwaite - 07:37pm Follow @jthornthwaite BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=30167,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2013 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 25, Number 7, May/June 2013   Looking back  By Chris Bocking   70 years ago Every indication is that the shortage of teachers will be more acute than ever next September. Even now school boards are advertising in anticipation of vacancies next term. Now, according to newspaper reports, preparations are being made to call to active military service before mid-summer married men in the 26-30 age group. As a patriotic duty many teachers are intending to continue in their positions as long as their services are not directly called upon by the Government. – May-June, 1943, The BC Teacher  50 years ago Hurled perennially at working mothers are a number of charges that need to be revised in the light of scientific fact and others to be assessed with more thought. Such charges lightly bandied about are: Children of working mothers suffer emotionally, socially, and economically. Much delinquency is the result of mothers working outside the home. Working mothers desire only the pay cheque and are not really interested in the work involved. Working mothers are not professional in their outlook. In view of the increasing number of women who are making teaching a lifetime career irrespective of their marital status and family ties, it is imperative that all women teachers become interested in the formulation of a BCTF maternity leave policy which is fair and just to the teacher and pupils, and which is based on liberal, unprejudiced, progressive, and enlightened thought. – May-June, 1963, The BC Teacher  30 years ago Public education has been in the news for the last several months. More precisely, the funding of public education has been in the news. This is not surprising, of course, since we are in a very severe recession—depression, if you wish—and money has become a central concern. The media are full of stories about how bad the economy is. The conditions are ripe for demagoguery and unscrupulous appeals to baser human emotions. When people are hurting, when they are frightened or when they feel helpless, they can become selfish and mean. The disorientation that comes fro chaos in the economy creates a demand for action. This demand that somebody do something provides an opening for change. Those in power can use this opening to make the system better or to make it worse. – March-April, 1983, The BC Teacher  10 years ago As Teacher magazine goes to press, Education Minister Christy Clark is on her feet in the Legislative Assembly cheerfully tabling her latest attack on teachers. With Bill 51, the Teaching Profession Amendment Act, she is attempting to eliminate teachers’ ability to govern our own profession. The College of Teachers will no longer be a democratic self-regulating body. Instead, it will become a political instrument of the education minister herself. This legislation is a transparent attempt to neutralize teachers, who after all are Clark’s most cogent critics, and to divert attention from the disastrous impact Liberal policies are having throughout the province. With almost 100 schools closed, almost 3,000 fewer teachers, and almost $300 million in funding shortfalls, the Liberals are desperate for a diversionary tactic. - May/June, 2003, Teacher newsmagazine  Chris Bocking, Keating Elementary School, Saanich   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/issues/research.aspx?id=5816,BCTF > A case study of the role of specialist support teachers in 2 Nanaimo elementary schools  	Untitled Page  For Teachers For Parents For Media Home E-mail Lists Links A to Z Index Contact Us Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources Home > Issues in Education > Inclusive Education > Research Project A Case Study of the role of specialist support teachers in two Nanaimo elementary schools by Lois Gair, Maureen Hancock, and Patricia Joly June, 2003 Section 1: Student and staffing demographics 1. School G School G is situated in the heart of Nanaimo, drawing from a middle-class, culturally-diverse community. Enrolment for 2002–03 is down from the previous year. Student headcount was 304 in 2001, compared to the current total of 283 students (a decline of 6.9%). FTE (full-time equivalent) staffing is down from 15.536 in 2001 to 14.696 in 2002 (a decline of 5.41%). While staffing has declined less than enrolment, there are actually considerably fewer teachers in the school this year: the teacher headcount dropped from 22 (2001) to 16 (2002), a reduction of 27%. Administrative staff consists of one full-time principal. One full-time secretary provides office support. There is one school caretaker, one library technician, and two noon-hour supervisors. There are eight Educational Assistants, one of whom fills a zone/itinerant position. Student Support Services provides itinerant services through one Speech and Language Pathologist, one School Counselor, one Child and Youth Care Worker, and one School Psychologist. Teaching staff consists of 15 teachers. Class-size data Kindergarten: a.m. 19     p.m. 16   K/1   20 (7 Kindergarten, 13 Grade 1) Grade 1   22   Grade 2   23   Grade 2/3   22   Grade 3   24   Grade 4   27   Grade 5   26   Grade 5/6   26   Grade 6   30   Grade 7   20   Special education categories include: Category A (Physically dependent) 1 Category B (Deaf/Blind) 0 Category C (Moderate/profound intellectual disability) 1 Category D (Physical Disability/Chronic Health) 6 Category E (Visual Impairment) 0 Category F (Deaf/Hard of Hearing) 1 Category G (Autism) 1 Category H (Intensive Behaviour/serious mental illness) 1 Category K (Mild Intellectual Disability) 1 Category P (Gifted) 6 Category Q (Learning Disability) 2 Category R (Moderate behaviour support/mental illness) 7 Total designated students: 27 2. School H School H is situated in north Nanaimo, drawing from a high-socio-economic-status, culturally-diverse community. Student headcount enrolment is down from last year, from 472 in September 2001, to 451 in September 2002, a decline of 4.5%. Expressed in terms of FTE, enrolment declined from 448.0 (2001) to 428.0 (2002), or -4.46%. The school lost one division in September 2002. The current enrolment of 451 includes 13 ESL students, 2 International students, 18 students designated with special needs, and 13 gifted students. There were 22.815 FTE teachers at the school in September, 2001, down to 21.932 in September 2002, a reduction of 3.87%. While there has been a resource room model at School H in the past, it was not required this year, and all students are fully integrated into classrooms. There is a diverse cultural mix within the school, including children of Vietnamese, Chinese, East Indian, and First Nations descent. There has been a greater number of severe behavior students in the past; however, a number of these student have been de-designated this year. Administrative staff consists of one full-time principal and one 0.4 FTE vice principal. There are six full-time educational assistants at School H, and the school has tried to double up the low incidence students (i.e., place two in one class) so that most classes with low incidence pupils will have full-time EA coverage. At this school there are currently 23 teaching staff and 18 divisions. There are two Learning Assistance teachers: one full-time position encompasses Intermediate Learning Assistance, ESL, ESD, and Primary gifted, and one 0.6 Primary position covers Primary LA and ESL (the school librarian works with the Intermediate gifted students). Student Support Service provides itinerant service through one Speech and Language Pathologist, one School Counselor, and one School Psychologist. A School Planning Council was established at School H last year and has continued on this year. The school currently has between 80 and 90 regular parent volunteers. Monthly newsletters are posted on the school web site and/or sent home with students. Each student is provided with a school planner at the beginning of the year, which also contains the school handbook. School H’s ESL program was audited this year, which resulted in two students being de-designated. Class size data Kindergarten: a.m. 21     p.m. 21   K/1   21 (6 Kindergarten, 15 Grade 1) Grade 1   24   Grade 1/2   21 (8 Grade 1, 13 Grade 2) Grade 2   23   Grade 2/3   19 (9 Grade 2, 10 Grade 3) Grade 3   23   Grade 3/4   23 (15 Grade 3, 8 Grade 4) Grade 4   28   Grade 4/5   29 (19 Grade 4, 10 Grade 5) Grade 5   27   Grade 5   29   Grade 6   29   Grade 6   30   Grade 6/7   29 (16 Grade 6, 13 Grade 7) Grade 7   29   Grade 7   30   Special education categories include Category A (Physically dependent) 2 Category B (Deaf/Blind) 0 Category C (Moderate/profound intellectual disability) 0 Category D (Physical Disability/Chronic Health) 4 Category E (Visual Impairment) 0 Category F (Deaf/Hard of Hearing) 0 Category G (Autism) 3 Category H (Intensive Behaviour/serious mental illness) 1 Category K (Mild Intellectual Disability) 0 Category P (Gifted) 13 Category Q (Learning Disability) 1 Category R (Moderate behaviour support/mental illness) 7 Total designated students: 31 Section 2: The changing role of the specialist support teacher Staff interviewed for data collection A variety of staff at both schools were interviewed to provide data. Interviews were held with specialist support teachers, one Principal, and one classroom teacher. The specialist teachers were interviewed more extensively, all being asked the same series of questions. In addition to the school-based specialists, the following specialist support staff were also interviewed: District Specialists, two low incidence teachers (1.0 FTE), a teacher of the hearing impaired, a teacher of the visually impaired, and one district gifted/enrichment resource teacher. The specialist teachers have an impressive special education background, including specific university coursework, district in-services, and specialized workshops. The information they provided has been analyzed for common themes. In the section below, each theme is identified and synthesized in a key statement, with comments from informants below the key statement Changes in the specialist teacher’s role, and increased caseload, are problematic: The role of the specialist support teacher (school-based and district-based) has changed dramatically over the past several years, and specifically, over the past year, with the result that workload/caseloads have increased substantially. This is impacting negatively on these teachers’ capacity to meet students’ needs and to support the work of classroom teachers. Changes in role and workload/caseload issues have meant that classroom teachers are overwhelmed with increased responsibilities once performed or supported by the specialist support teachers. “My caseload has increased 40% over the past three years.” “My caseload has doubled over the past 15 years.” “My caseload has increased over the years, and more than tripled this year.” “My caseload has tripled over the past three years.” Since 1988, every year the workload increases not a little bit, but dramatically. There is no comparison between the LA roles from 1988 to 2003. There are more students on my caseload, and the demand for support within a school increases each year. There are more assessment demands and an incredible increase in paperwork. Classroom teachers feel unable to give up lunch-time and after-school time to meet as they can’t keep up with the classroom demands, thus it is harder to find consultation time. The diversity of the role is changing dramatically. We are now expected to pick up the role of the former IST, ESL/ESD, and gifted teachers. We are not provided with assessment tools, or training, and “You have to pick up everything on the fly,” which is not very professional. There is no longer a feeling of control over the big picture, only the day-to-day activities. We are working in “survival mode,” putting out fires; there is no time for prevention; we are in crisis management mode. There is no time for planning, reflection, or anything proactive. (Site based management model). On paper, the LA teacher’s caseload and workload may not appear to have changed. However, due to the additional responsibilities added on this year, it has changed significantly. As the chair of the School Based Team, the LA teacher needs to schedule meetings, plan agendas, dates, and organize which staff need to be in attendance. The LA teacher is case manager for several students, all of them being low incidence students. H/She is responsible for making contact with outside agencies, parents, and physicians, ensuring documentation such as testing and health information is complete and up-to-date. As well, there is the LA caseload, which includes planning, contact with students, report cards, parent meetings, and teacher consultations. The caseload is very heavy, and staffs feel they are “chronically behind.” When staff become ill, they feel even more pressure, and further behind. There is more sickness among staff; people are feeling more pressure, but still trying to make time. Staffs are very busy, working extra hours, tired, and becoming ill. Classroom teachers are overwhelmed by increased responsibilities, often struggling to find time to be open to new resources, and adaptations. Paperwork is excessive: There is too great an emphasis on completing paperwork required for auditing purposes. Paperwork demands are having a negative impact on the capacity of specialist support teachers both to meet student needs and to support the work of classroom teachers. The students come first, the paperwork is done outside school hours. There is too much paperwork, and documentation, with pressure to prove things, which is unnecessary. I would like to see more value placed on teachers’ professional judgment. Paperwork definitely gets in the way of helping students. Some things don’t get done well because you are trying to push through too much in a day. There is no time to think, reflect, or process, and that really saddens me. I am concerned what will happen if we are accredited, as I am not sure that I am able to keep up with the paperwork that is demanded. You almost need one day weekly for secretarial, consult time, and programming, if you were really doing your job effectively. There is more paperwork required, especially with the low incidence students. There is inadequate release time to do this properly. Collaboration and professional relationships are deteriorating: The capacity to collaborate is severely reduced this school year, as both specialist support teachers and classroom teachers all have increased workloads, which makes finding time for meetings much more difficult. There is growing frustration, and some evidence of deteriorating relationships, as time and resources for collaboration are reduced or eliminated. Typically the LA teacher is the SBT chairperson, which requires calling meetings, setting agendas, recording minutes, being responsible to ensure that recommendations are followed through, which all occurs before and after core hours. It is difficult to get people together, there is no one to co-ordinate, ideas often are not acted on, and follow-up is weak. There are fewer meetings with parents for the district specialists. There are fewer at the school level, so fewer with us. I have 9 schools, and attend SBT meetings almost every day, in the morning, at lunch, and after school. Relationships are deteriorating at all levels, because time is at such a premium. Contact with parents is generally done at home, by phone, in the evening. There is a feeling of frustration that I am not able to meet and support people (such as SEAs) in a timely fashion. Classroom teachers are extremely busy and it is becoming harder for them to find time to meet and consult. Some staff members want the same level of service as in past years, and cannot see how this is not possible due to the cuts. The cuts are very real, yet remain invisible to some. It is frustrating for the support teachers who are pressured to provide more, with less. Service delivery models and capacity have been negatively impacted this school year: There have been significant changes in the model of service delivery and in the resources for supporting inclusion. This has had a major impact on student learning, reducing many services which in previous years were available to students, but now are either much less accessible or not available at all. There are also reductions in the number of specialist support teachers, as well as in the time they are allocated for their support roles. At the same time, many specialists are expected to take on much-expanded roles, which may include areas previously handled by other specialists. All of these changes have a negative impact on service delivery to students. Students get less assessment, less daily intervention, fewer resources, and less access to fewer district specialist teachers. The new site-based model has dramatically reduced the number of district support people available. How can we expect one person at a school to have the expertise, resources, and connections which were previously provided by a number of district specialists? The specialist teacher had the specified training, greater access to resources, and had developed connections, which often enabled them to obtain information in a more timely fashion. Many of them are no longer in those roles. The LA teacher has a locked-in schedule, which greatly hinders their ability to communicate with other professionals, parents, etc., during the day. I am no longer working with many of the students I formerly did, i.e., students who are able to meet the learning outcomes of the curriculum with some extra support. I am now spending much time filling in the gaps of other eliminated specialist teaching positions. I feel I cannot provide the quality of service I believe students need, and that I was able to provide in the past. For instance, I am now working with a wider range of students than previously, and they aren’t getting the individual instructional time I was formerly able to provide, when I was able to work with smaller groups. In relation to the question about has the bar been raised (grey area students, i.e., those students needing additional support but not having a special need designation), the answer is “Yes.” Teachers are less willing to designate students when they realize there is only a minimal level of district support. The LA time has been cut. There is less flexibility in scheduling due to this cut. This means that the child does not get LA support when it may be best for him/her, but gets it when it fits into the tight schedule. Actual contact time with students has decreased. These students are not given consideration now, as there are so many designated students who need attention. There is no longer a District Specialist teacher to handle the most needy. Only the profoundly gifted or profoundly handicapped are considered for specialist services. It was the role of the IST (Individual Support Teachers) to be expert in understanding the unique needs of low incidence students. I believe that my program is now very fragmented, as I am now teaching such a wide variety of areas. In years past, the guideline identifying who was to receive LA was students who were no more than two years below their current grade placement. Now it appears the opposite is true, only the most severe of cases get services. There is less time for the high incidence students, and there is a loss of expertise as LA teachers are doing less Learning Assistance. The model of service delivery for ESL/ESD students has changed. Some teachers may be able to provide more actual contact time with these students, but many do not have the training in the unique needs of ESL/ESD students. As well, there are few resources available, and teachers spend a great deal of time trying to find what is available. Ethical dilemmas and equity issues are growing: The specialist support teachers are troubled by what they consider to be ethical dilemmas in terms of what they say to parents about the limited services their children are receiving, and in terms of making difficult choices about which children get service when resources are stretched and limited. Equity issues emerge when teachers see that some students receive services and some do not, or that some schools may be better served with support than others. We are faced with an ethical dilemma in that we cannot carry out our responsibilities in the manner that we believe they should be carried out, because of a lack of time, resources, and support. Ethically, I think we all know what to do, but we don’t have the time to do it. There are a lot of ethical issues around accountability. We don’t have the expertise to present decisions to parents of some of our low incidence students. As time goes on I think that all teachers need a short course in law. Ethics are compromised at times. Designating or not designating, we know certain student should be designated, but it implies so much extra work that we don’t have time to designate them. I see equity issues between schools. I fear the move to site-based management will not help. I see teachers who feel they are not physically able to give the student all that they feel they should, and are stressed about what they perceive as their own personal failure. I see students who need additional support from the community, yet due to cuts that support is not always available either. Leadership at school, district, and provincial levels is reduced or deteriorating: The shift toward school-based management has impacted district leadership, with less evidence of central district support for Special Education and Learning Assistance. But there is also a dearth of leadership at provincial and school levels. This is primarily caused by the severe reduction in resources which is inadequate for enabling the kinds of systemic leadership and support which are necessary to make inclusion effective. There has been a continual deterioration in the number of district staff to the point that there is now very minimal support available. This reduction is problematic in that the Learning Assistance teachers are no longer receiving the in-service they once received and there is very little support available to assist us with our most challenging students. There are not enough district staff to support the schools in addressing the needs of the low incidence students. School-based staff no longer know how to access information or material needed due to the reduction in district staff, particularly the IST (Individual Support Teachers) positions. Provincially, the requirements for designating students are too severe. There are many students who should be designated, but don’t quite “fit into the box,” and who are therefore not designated. The criteria for categories like chronic health are obscene. Inclusion began with support, but this support had been on a steady downslide. The responsibility of the teachers is no longer realistic without better support. The district leadership I work with appear to be as powerless as everyone else. At the school level, I see administrators trying to provide leadership to the best of their abilities, but with such deep cuts, they too appear powerless. On many issues, there appears to be no one to turn to. Communication is poor. There were changes to the designation paperwork, with very little communication about these changes, and no training. The Special Education Association (SEA) appears to be the only place where training can be obtained. The frustrating aspect is the changes, which occur without adequate training on what to expect or how to implement them. As there is no longer money for release time, district in-services are limited. Teachers’ job satisfaction is declining: Specialist support teachers’ morale is low and sinking. They report much-reduced job satisfaction, increased stress, and a feeling that they have little or no control over decisions affecting both their work and the students in their care. At the district level, there is a feeling of isolation, and no longer a sense of being a part of a team. There is no longer the chance to meet, collaborate, and plan with other specialists. The level of job satisfaction has been reduced as the role of the support person has been dramatically altered. There is no longer a feeling of control over the “big picture,” only in day-to-day activities. The level of job satisfaction has plummeted; because I am unable to do what I feel needs to be done. Change is happening out of our control. This said, I would not choose to go back to the classroom, but I would if I had no choice. Staff are worried and stressed that their job might be the next one cut. I think that all teachers are feeling isolated, and the morale is low because the demands on time are so great. There is no longer the time to reach out and network with other teachers. Most teachers feel they have to stay in their classroom, alone, just to keep up. People are too tired to plan social events. You never see anyone in the staff room in the mornings anymore as they are simply too busy. I don’t want to be a classroom teacher again as I feel that with the experience I now have, that would be a loss to the school. Even though it has changed dramatically, I still like what I do. I don’ t see how classroom teachers cope. The job is pretty isolated from other ESL/ESD teachers. However, they are also struggling with how best to do the job, so are unlikely to be able to offer much support. Each portion of my job is rewarding, but when taken together, it is too much. It was too many new tasks to start in one year. In past years, I have felt hopeful, making plans about how to improve for the next year. Now, I feel I am not valued as a professional. Too much emphasis is placed on what teachers do wrong, and no one seeing all the things teachers do well. The mentality has shifted from one of hope for the future, to one of “Oh God, what’s next?” I expect a change, but do not know what it will be. I have little control over this decision. I hope to remain at my current school, as I am “tired of moving.” My principal allows me as much control as possible. However, it appears the decisions are made “to him, and then to me”. As such, the changes are not the principal’s choice either, but all must comply. When we examine the history of the Ministry of Education and policy changes (such as the Primary Program, and decisions about report cards), changes come from the Ministry, without consultation. I enjoy my job a great deal, despite the stress. However, my morale is very low, and my outlook is poor. The impending budget cuts, changes, and layoffs create considerable stress. The prospect of changing assignments is out of my hands. I have no control over the decisions that will be made, or how they will impact my career. Conclusion The two elementary schools in this case study have not been as severely affected by staffing cuts as some schools in this and other districts. Nevertheless, the specialist support teachers describe worryingly high increases in caseloads and workloads, reduced services to students, increased paperwork, reduced collaboration, minimal capacity for leadership in a system being starved of resources, and disturbing ethical questions and dilemmas they face this school year. In almost every theme identified by the specialists in these schools, it is clear that impacts on students have been significant, and that teachers’ morale is sinking as they are unable to meet the needs of all their students.   About Us | News & Events | Publications | Advocacy & Action | Social Justice | Issues in Education © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12842,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2000 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 12, Number 4, Jan./Feb. 2000 CUPE support-staff bargaining by Louise Leclair As Teacher goes to press, CUPE Local 379, Burnaby schools has just issued a notice to all employers–the local school board, B.C. Public School Employers’ Association (BCPSEA), Public Sector Employers’ Council (PSEC), and to the government of B.C. The notice makes it clear that without meaningful bargaining progress during the next month, the 900 support staff who work for the District of Burnaby will lay down their tools on January 20, l999, and not return to their posts until a fair contract is in place. Strike or settlement, it’s up to the provincial government and its employer organizations to put their collective energy and power into resolving significant issues in the K—12 support sector. In addition, by mid-January, several other CUPE locals in B.C. will have taken strike votes and will be prepared to join Burnaby on the picket lines. You may not be aware of the origins of CUPE’s labour difficulties and how the union tried to avoid reaching the current impasse. Perhaps the situation dates to the Korbin Commission that recommended the establishment of employer associations, or maybe it dates to the introduction of legislated provincial bargaining for teachers. The legislation did not include CUPE–a decision about which former CUPE B.C. President Bernice Kirk expresssed cautious optimism at the time. Kirk’s caution was well placed, since labour relations between CUPE and B.C.’s school boards began to lose its strictly autonomous nature soon after. The BCPSEA, complete with bargaining accreditation, has become the defacto employer in the guise of a phantom decision maker at every local bargaining table. BCPSEA’s omnipresence in the bargaining periods leading up to the current period meant that they had authority to approve or deny every agreement bargained between CUPE locals and school districts. In the previous round, it led to labour strife in both North Vancouver and Surrey. As local bargaining authority has been eroding, budget constraints, and fancy board administrative practices, such as school- (site-) based budgeting, have resulted in serious erosion to CUPE wages, benefits, pay equity, job security, and pension possibilities. For custodians, attendants, bus drivers, clerical workers, teacher assistants, and special needs assistants, work life and the workers’ ability to deliver quality services has been on a slippery slope for the last five years. Every job category in most school districts has experienced lay off, erosion of hours, and/or tremendous workload increases–some to the point where they no longer qualify for basic benefits. The loss of bargaining power at the local level, coupled with CUPE’s inability to bargain the kind of language that will prevent the total erosion of school infrastructure development, led the majority of its B.C. locals to band together and propose a voluntary provincial bargaining structure in late 1998. CUPE’s K—12 negotiators are seeking accords that would re-examine the way benefits and pensions are managed in order to find cost savings. This would allow improving benefits while minimizing cost increases to government. In the K—12 sector it is obvious that the future quality of school life is also dependent on a strong school infrastructure to support education programming. Given the situation–loss of hours, wage controls, concession bargaining–that almost every CUPE local has been facing, provincial bargaining seemed like the only option. It was certainly one that then-Minister of Education Paul Ramsey, supported and encouraged. Unfortunately for CUPE, locals who chose to move to a voluntary provincial bargaining structure as a way of reducing bureaucracy, found resistance was also strong among the employers. As we approach the end of 1999, with one local already promising to strike at the end of January and several others poised to be in position to join them by that date, all eyes and ears are on the employers’ associations and councils and on the provincial government. Will this be the background to a major labour relations battle that didn’t happen, or one that continues to build? This question will be answered in the year 2000. Louise Leclair is a communications representative with CUPE. For information about the state of CUPE K—12 bargaining, access our Web site at www.cupe.bc.ca/sbc or call 1-888-345-FAIR (3247), in the Lower Mainland 878-FAIR. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20140925,betterschoolsbc.ca,http://betterschoolsbc.ca/?popupbbu156Anchor,Homepage | Better Schools BC Skip to content Better Schools Futures on the Line Consequences of Cuts Building Blocks Shared Stories Enter Come inside to find out how to help make BC schools better.   Better Schools A message from Teachers Futures on the Line Consequences of Cuts Building Blocks to Better Schools Why I Teach My Favourite Teacher We can't leave kids waiting   Too many BC kids are coping with crowded classrooms, long waits for help, and outdated textbooks, computers and resources. That's just not good enough. We can't leave students waiting.   TV Ads Watch the Videos Classroom Investments Classroom Investments Waiting... for smaller classes Waiting... for smaller classes Waiting... for a teacher librarian Waiting... for a teacher librarian Waiting... for a counselor Waiting... for a counselor Waiting... for special needs support Waiting... for special needs support   “Sharing” – as seen during the 2013 Super Bowl “Sharing” – as seen during 2013 Super Bowl No team can do their best without the support they need – and that's as true in a school classroom as it is on the field. Let's make sure BC kids have the individual attention, support and resources that will help them succeed.   Futures on the Line We all know our children's future – and our province's prosperity – rely on a quality education today. But unless we reverse 12 years of provincial cuts and neglect, our schools can't deliver the education BC students deserve. Crowded classrooms: Government cuts have left BC with the highest number of students per educator in Canada. Just to reach the national average, we'd need to hire 6,600 more. Help for students with special needs: In just five years, the number of classrooms with four or more students with special needs has jumped by more than 3,000. But with 770 fewer special education teachers and 120 fewer counsellors, the wait for assessment and help keeps getting longer. Classroom resources: BC ranks dead last in Canada in investments per student. And we've lost nearly one in three teacher-librarians over the past decade. This is what the provincial government wants to lock in for the next 10 years. That's not good enough. We can't leave kids waiting. The numbers tell the story Did you know... Per-student funding in BC is almost $1,000 less than the national average? Or that BC would have to hire 6,600 more teachers today just to get to its student-to-teacher ratio to the national average? Find out more about BC education numbers — and the story they tell — by taking a 'scroll' through this carousel. BC now almost $1,000 below national average in per-student funding Our schools are getting worse for BC students... when our future depends on them getting better. Today in BC, per-student funding has fallen to almost $1,000 below the national average — the worst funding in Canada. Source: BCTF calculations with data from Statistics Canada (2013), Summary Elementary and Secondary School Indicators for Canada, the Provinces and Territories 2006/07 to 2010/11, Table 21 BC the only province to get rid of teachers While all other provinces are hiring teachers, over the past five years BC is the only province to see a net loss of teachers — as a result of chronic underfunding of public education. In all, over the past 12 years BC has lost 3,500 teachers, including 1,500 specialist teachers. Sources: BCTF Research table, with figures from the BC Ministry of Education (2002, 2012) Staff by Year and Program Code (unpublished Form 1530 data) BC has the highest student-to-teacher ratio in Canada BC's student-to-educator ratio has ballooned to become the highest in the country and, as this graph shows, well above the national average. That's what happens when you're the only province in Canada getting rid of teachers. In fact, to bring our student-to-teacher ratio down to the national average, BC would have to hire 6,600 more teachers today. Source: BCTF Research table For 2001/02 to 2007/08 figures, see Statistics Canada (2010), Summary Public School Indicators for Canada, the Provincies and Territories, 2001/02 to 2007/08—Table A.14 For 2006/07 to 2010/11 figures, see Statistics Canada (2013), Summary elementary and Secondary School Indicators for Canada, the Provinces and Territories, 2006/07 to 2010/11, Table 13 Classroom composition issues skyrocket The number of classes in BC with four or more students with special needs (those students entitled to an Individual Education Plan, or IEP) has increased dramatically over the past half-dozen years. Class composition issues make it harder for every student to get the one-on-one time they need. Source: Figures from BC Ministry of Education (various years). Overview of Class Size and Composition in BC Schools BC education funding not keeping pace with national growth This graph shows that, during the last decade, investments in BC's public schools fell from above Canada's GDP to well below it. Sources: Statistics Canada (2010): Summary of Public School Indicators for the Provinces & Territories, 2002/03 to 2008/09 Statistics Canada (2011): Summary of Public School Indicators for the Provinces & Territories, 2005/06 to 2009/10 Better Classrooms for BC Kids BC's teachers are working with parents, schools and the employer on solutions that build on our public schools' strengths and makes kids and classrooms the priority. And it's not too late for the provincial government will work with us too, instead of locking in 12 years of cuts and neglect for another decade. It all starts with restoring funding to education and investing more in kids and schools. That will give BC schools the resources to make real progress on three key priorities – and make a huge difference for students: Restore class size limits, so teachers can give every child more individual attention Provide more assessment and support for all students with special needs, so every child can succeed Place learning specialist teachers in every school, so all students can benefit from counselling, teacher-librarians and other learning supports Consequences of Cuts Kids pushed to a lower priority. How? 10 years ago, education made up 20% of the provincial budget. Today, it’s only 15%. Real cuts can be felt in the classroom: Funding has fallen as a share of the provincial economy. In fact, BC’s education funding fell behind the rest of Canada’s in 2002/03 — and we’ve lagged ever since. Neighbourhood schools closed doors: Nearly 200 schools have shut down. The result: more crowding in other schools and longer bus rides and distances for students to travel. Fewer teachers mean less individual attention: The rest of Canada is gaining teachers — while BC is losing them. Enrolment decreased in all provinces except Alberta between 2005-06 and 2009-10. Yet most provinces hired more educators. Overall the number of first-time educators increased by about 5% but decreased in BC by 2%. Kids with more needs but no extra resources: Demands on schools are increasing in several high-cost areas. For instance, not counting the gifted program, there were 1,560 more students in special education programs in 2011-12 than in 2001-02. It's harder for kids to learn: school districts are struggling to make up for funding shortfalls. There are fewer teachers, larger classes, shorter school weeks and more closure days. And budget cuts mean outdated textbooks and inadequate supplies.   Timeline: How did we get here? Apr 17, 1998 Jan 25, 2002 Sept 27, 2005 Oct 7, 2005 Sept 8, 2006 June 8, 2007 Apr 1, 2011 June 24, 2011 Feb 28, 2012 Mar 5, 2012 Apr 1, 2012 June 1, 2012 June 26, 2012 May 24, 2013 Apr 17, 1998 Teachers give up any salary increases for two years to negotiate smaller classes for all grades, more support for special needs kids and more learning specialist teachers in schools to help make schools better for BC kids. Jan 25, 2002 Gordon Campbell’s Liberal government, with Christy Clark as Minister of Education, illegally tears up teachers’ collective agreements.   Bills 27 and 28 eliminate protections on class size and composition, cut support for kids with special needs, and strip teachers of bargaining rights. This move slashes $336 million annually from public education…devastating cuts that continue to affect kids, teachers and schools. Sept 27, 2005 With no new agreement at the beginning of the school year, and the government refusing to negotiate, teachers vote to begin job action. Their primary bargaining issues become achieving more help for kids with special needs, preventing community schools from closing, negotiating for reinstated caps on class size and composition, and wages and benefits.      Oct 7, 2005 Despite looming fines, teachers vote 90.5% in favour of withdrawing services: to both stand up for their students and to protest the Liberal government’s introduction of Bill 12…legislation that circumvents open negotiations. The teachers’ protests last two weeks – as they continue to advocate for better schools. News stories each day mention waves of parent support as they walk picket lines alongside teachers and bring food to those on the line in solidarity. Sept 8, 2006 A new five-year agreement is reached. It gives teachers a very modest salary increase. Lowest paid districts receive slightly more.  June 8, 2007 The Supreme Court of Canada declares the BC Liberal government’s 2002 Bill 29 unconstitutional and affirms that workers’ rights to collectively bargain their working conditions are protected by the Charter of Rights and Freedoms.  Apr 1, 2011 BC Supreme Court rules 2002’s Bills 27 and 28 unconstitutional for removing teachers’ bargaining rights and stripping guarantees for class size and support for students with special needs. The government is given one year to remedy the injustice and reinstate bargaining rights. June 24, 2011 With the government refusing to negotiate on the key issues of class size and composition, 90% of teachers vote “yes” in a province-wide vote to begin job action and withdraw administrative work in September. Feb 28, 2012 The Liberal government introduces a new Bill 22, prohibiting teachers from bargaining on key issues like class size, composition and staff levels — and demands a two-year wage freeze. The government threatened to impose contract conditions and prevent further job action.   Mar 5, 2012 Teachers begin a legal three-day strike to protest the government’s refusal to negotiate class size and other key issues. By now, there are 12,000 overcrowded classrooms in BC (including those with four or more students designated with special needs) and students are waiting years for special needs assessments.  Apr 1, 2012 Bill 22 passes. Government imposes fines that threaten to cost the teachers more than $20 million a day for any additional striking. But the key issues teachers are standing up for remain unresolved. So, with few other choices, teachers make a difficult decision and vote in favour of suspending their volunteer work on all extracurricular activities.  June 1, 2012 BCTF files court action over the failure of government to address the BC Supreme Court's ruling that they restore bargaining rights on key issues like class size, composition and staffing levels. June 26, 2012 Teachers cooperate with government-imposed mediator and sign a contract; but, problems like class size, composition, guarantees of support for students with special needs, staffing levels for teacher-librarians, counsellors, and ESL teachers remain unsolved.  May 24, 2013 After weeks of solid progress by teachers and the employer toward a contract, the government derails the process. They order the employer to adopt the government's position of locking in the last 12 years of neglect and cuts for another decade. Building blocks Making schools better requires a solid foundation — and that’s exactly what these building blocks provide.  We invite you to explore our seven blocks — and print them, share them, pin them! And keep coming back for new tidbits and updates.  And we invite you to be part of the conversation for better schools on Twitter — follow us and share your thoughts. Class size and composition What's at stake – Infographic Solutions for kids #Follow this discussion (on Twitter) The Problem Since the Liberals came to power: 12,000 overcrowded classes 3,000 teaching positions chopped $3 billion less funding available for public schools Solutions for kids: Put classrooms first Reduce class sizes and improve support for kids with special needs — so every student gets the individual attention they need. What Others Are Saying A definitive study commissioned by the US Department of Education analyzed achievement levels of students in 2,561 schools across the nation. It found that, after controlling for student background, the only objective factor found to be correlated with higher student success was class size — not school size, not teacher qualifications, nor any other variable that the could be identified. Updates AFT releases brief on benefits of small class size Compelling evidence demonstrates that reducing class size, particularly for younger children, has a positive effect on student achievement overall and an especially significant impact on the education of disadvantaged children. The American Federation of Teachers (AFT) is a strong advocate for reducing class size to help raise student achievement, especially in high poverty, at-risk schools. Read more from the AFT brief Reducing class size: What do we know (Report from the Canadian Education Association) Smaller class sizes are an intuitively good idea. Both parents and teachers believe that smaller groups of students allow for more individual attention and result in higher achievement. In addition, teachers believe that smaller class sizes provide for more manageable classes and better relations with parents. After many studies of the impact of class size, and lively debate about their interpretation, a consensus has emerged that class size makes a small but useful improvement to achievement in the early grades. The impact is greater when accompanied by pedagogical change. Because of its widespread popularity, reducing class size is a relatively straightforward policy initiative; its implementation, however, is complex because it affects utilization of classrooms, recruitment and allocation of teachers, and grouping of students, and may require the creation of split or combined grades in the primary and junior divisions. Read more from the report by the Canadian Education Association Learning specialist teachers What's at stake – Infographic Solutions for kids #Follow this discussion (on Twitter) The Problem Over their 11 years in office, the BC Liberals have cut 1500 specialist teachers — including 750 special needs teachers alone. And this is happening when there are more children than ever requiring extra classroom attention. Solutions for kids: Place specialist teachers back in every school Make sure students can draw on the crucial skills of specialist teachers: teacher-librarians, special needs teachers, counsellors, ESL teachers and more.  Updates The Delivery Of Education Services For Students Who Have An Intellectual Disability On September 29, 1948 Mrs. Victoria B. Glover, a grandmother of an eight year old boy, wrote a letter to the editor of the Toronto Star challenging readers to contemplate the common practice of sending children with disabilities away to institutions to ‘learn’. She asked: ….If these children can be taught something at Orillia [Huronia Regional Center], why cannot a day school be put at their disposal? Did Mrs. Glover have any idea that the pebble she was throwing would not only start a ripple, but swell into an entire movement? Her question reached families and other like-minded allies across Ontario who would soon found what would one day be known as the Community Living Movement. By banding together, they found strength and courage with and from each other. Read the full report from Community Living Ontario   Reducing child poverty What's at stake – Infographic Solutions for kids #Follow this discussion (on Twitter) The Problem There are 137,000 BC children living in poverty. And yet the BC government is one of only three provinces who have yet to commit to a comprehensive poverty-reduction strategy. It's not hard to see the problem: when kids come to school without the basics of food, adequate clothing or housing, they're in no place to focus on learning. Solutions for kids: Reduce child poverty Tackle the single biggest obstacle many children face in getting a quality education today — create a plan and take action to reduce child poverty. After all, each child deserves the chance to an equal start in life. And in so doing, let's help kids break the cyle of poverty and make the most of their education later on.   Updates Canada can do more to protect its children from poverty, new UNICEF report A new report released by UNICEF comparing child poverty in 35 industrialized countries reveals Canada could be doing more to protect its children. “The face of poverty in Canada is a child’s face,” says UNICEF Canada’s Executive Director David Morley. “This is unacceptable. It is clearly time for Canada to make children a priority when planning budgets and spending our nation’s resources, even in tough economic times.” See more from UNICEF Canada Authentic student assessment What's at stake – Infographic Solutions for kids #Follow this discussion (on Twitter) The Problem Across BC, teachers, principals, and school-district staff spend ever increasing amounts of time on data collection to meet accountability requirements, teaching to the test to boost achievement scores, and explaining to parents of stressed 9-year-olds that the testing must proceed. This takes the focus away from the ongoing classroom assessment that actually helps students learn. Solutions for kids: Make student assessment authentic Use standardized tests only to identify system-wide issues, and let teachers tailor ongoing assessment to each student. Updates Standardized Testing Fails the Exam For the last four decades, students' scores on standardized tests have increasingly been regarded as the most meaningful evidence for evaluating U.S. schools. Most Americans, indeed, believe that students' standardized test performances are the only legitimate indicator of a school's instructional effectiveness. Yet, although test-based evaluations of schools seem to occur almost as often as fire drills, in most instances these evaluations are inaccurate. That's because the standardized tests employed are flat-out wrong. Read more of this article from W. James Popham, who began his career in education as a high school teacher in Oregon, and is professor emeritus at the University of California at Los Angeles's School of Education and Information Studies Investing more in education Solutions for kids #Follow this discussion (on Twitter) The Problem Since 2002, $3 billion has been cut from BC classrooms – and the Liberal government’s education budget freeze will mean $400 million more is cut over the next three years. Solutions for kids: Invest more in public education After years of school funding falling behind enrolment and rising costs, let’s start investing again — and making up lost ground. Updates 2012 BCTF Brief to the Select Standing Committee on Finance and Government Services Our students deserve better Students in British Columbia are being shortchanged in comparison to students elsewhere in Canada. The teachers of BC are urgently appealing to the Select Standing Committee on Finance and Government Services to recommend to government sufficient increases in education funding to reverse this situation and provide more educational services to BC students. We believe these services are vitally important to the students in school now and to the social and economic health of the province in the longer term. In this brief, we will identify how the situation in BC compares to other provinces, and why the government should, as a start, adopt a plan to bring BC’s education funding and services up to at the very least the average in Canada. BC is below the Canadian average in improvements to education funding. This is a situation that should not exist in a province endowed with such natural wealth and human potential. Our students deserve better. Read the full brief from 2012 Respect for all What's at stake – Infographic Solutions for kids #Follow this discussion (on Twitter) The Problem Because of social, economic and other reasons, too many BC students fall through the cracks and aren't able to take full advantage of the opportunity to learn — including aboriginal kids, at-risk youth, children in care, immigrant students and more. Solutions for kids: Respect diversity and equal opportunity It's time to make it a priority to address cultural and systemic barriers like inequality, bullying and discrimination that stand between too many children and their ability to reach their potential.   Updates Bullying in Canada: How intimidation affects learning In 2005, a group of researchers conducted a major international study that looked at more than 120,000 students from 28 countries. The study, which was published in The European Journal of Public Health, found that students who were bullied on a weekly basis are almost twice as likely to experience headaches, stomach aches, backaches or dizziness, as their non-bullied peers.  Furthermore, compared to non-bullied students, victims of bullying were 1.7 to 7.5 times more likely to experience psychological symptoms such as loneliness, nervousness, petulance as well as other symptoms related to depression such as difficulty sleeping, tiredness and helplessness. There is also growing international evidence that "low-level or underlying forms of violence have a profound effect on the learning environment of schools" and bullying has been documented as the most prevalent form of low-level violence in schools. Numerous studies have shown that bullied students often simply avoid school; between 6 and 8% of students stay away from school because of bullying, and victims of bullying are more likely to drop out of school. Bullied students also report difficulties in concentrating on their school work and obtain lower levels of academic achievement than their non-bullied peers. See the full study by The Canadian Council on Learning Collective bargaining rights Solutions for kids #Follow this discussion (on Twitter) The Problem Since 2002, the Liberal government has introduced 20 laws aimed at stripping negotiated contracts, circumventing free collective bargaining, and banning teachers from negotiating key education issues such as class size and composition. Solutions for kids: Restore teachers' rights to bargain for class size and composition Respect the Supreme Court of Canada decision, and let teachers bargain for better learning and working conditions.   Updates North Vancouver teacher running 22 marathons in 22 days to protest B.C. education bill Running 22 marathons in 22 days across B.C. is no easy feat, says North Vancouver teacher Ian Cunliffe, but every mile is worth it if he can bring more attention to Bill 22, the B.C. government’s Education Improvement Act. The bill’s name is misleading because it “slashes funding to the bone” rather than improving education, Cunliffe says, speaking to The Outlook by phone at a pit-stop on day two of his grueling 1,000-kilometre run. Steadily following Highway 3, he left Fernie that morning on his way to Jaffray, a village 47 kilometres east of Cranbrook. See the full story in the North Shore Outlook Diversity We want to celebrate diversity, promote antibullying and call on school boards to adopt specific antiracism and antihomophobia policies. For example, only 20 school districts in BC have specific antihomophobia policies that explicitly protect their staff and students. Teachers are also working to get Aboriginal employment equity agreements in place and more supports for children with special needs.   Share your stories. Get involved. People just like you are getting involved to make BC schools better.  Teachers are speaking up about their passion for teaching and how much they care about kids.  Lots of people are telling us how teachers have made a difference in their lives.  Take a look and submit your own video story (it’s really easy). Also on this page you can join in the discussions we’re having on Facebook and Twitter about how to make better schools for BC a reality. Why I teach   » More "Why I teach" My Favourite Teacher   » More "My Favourite Teacher" Join The Discussion 'like' BC teachers on facebook follow @bctf on twitter submit your own "My Favourite Teacher" or "Why I Teach" video download a wallpaper or profile picture Our Latest Tweets   Follow @BCTF     betterschoolsbc.ca © 2012 BC Teachers' Federation. All rights reserved. Top Are you seeing this? If you are not using a "low-level" device (such as a cell phone, PDA, screen reader, etc.) you may want to enable JavaScript in your web browser.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13050,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 1998 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 11, Number 1, September 1998 Our youth, racial violence, and building bridges by Viren Joshi Racism is a painful reality in Canada, in B.C., and in our towns. Yet many of us are unaware of, or unwilling to acknowledge, it. We hope that in time, it will quietly fade away. In spite of the fact that a number of proactive teachers and students are endeavouring to learn and teach the fundamentals of anti-racist education, within the last year, there have been many troublesome warnings to indicate that many of our youth could be racially motivated and be brutally violent. One warning was the racially motivated murder of a Surrey man on January 4, 1998. “If this man were white, he might still be alive” read the headline of The Province. Five young men between 17 and 25 are charged with beating the 65-year-old Indo-Canadian to death in a Sikh-temple parking lot in the early hours of the morning. Citing the incident as “a senseless act of brutality,” Surrey RCMP Constable Grant Learned said, “It (the target) may have been any visible minority or anyone from an alternate race or religion or ethnic background.” According to the RCMP, the young men charged with the murder are members of a local white supremacist group called White Power, which is aligned with other supremacist groups, including Northern Hammerskins and the Heritage Front. About three months before that murder, in October 1997, the racial disturbance among the students of Cole Harbour District High School in the outskirts of Halifax captured the national media headlines when teachers, students, and parents were physically and verbally abused to such an extent that the school had to be closed for more than a week. On the school’s reopening, hours were restricted to 08:20 to 12:30. The RCMP patrolled the halls, security cameras were installed, and security guards were instated. Six students were expelled, and criminal charges were laid against 17 people. Throughout the school year, all concerned with the Cole Harbour High have gone through a soul-searching and problem-solving process. Anti-racism workshops have been introduced, and student mediators trained and put in place to start a racial-conflict-management program. Another incident took place at the Cat Lake campsite near Squamish, B.C., on May 29, 1998, when 20 to 30 Squamish youth attacked the campsite of 16 Filipino, black, and Chinese youth visiting from Vancouver. According to an RCMP spokesperson, it does not appear that the visitors provoked the attack. A Vancouver Sun story (June 6, 1998) states that one of the visitors had a fractured arm, another had a broken jaw and a concussion after being struck with a shovel, one lost several teeth when hit by a log, one received a deep gash on his cheek, and one had a bottle smashed on his head. Such racial incidents sicken the Canadian social conscience desiring to create an ethnically harmonious society. What negative forces are at work to misguide our youth into making superficial human differences the objects of prejudice, hatred, and violence? It was shocking to learn from a Canada Press Newswire story (April 8, 1998) that an Internet service provider in Oliver, B.C. is “host to some of the World Wide Web’s most virulent (racist) hate sites.” The Simon Wiesenthal Centre consequently dubbed Oliver the “hate capital of Canada.” In contact electronically with racist and hate propaganda, and susceptible to some adult racist attitudes, our youth desperately require some anti-racist education. The BCTF has a fine record of commitment and endeavour to eliminate racism. Our program against racism has been envied by other teacher unions in North America and has won awards of distinction. Many individual BCTF members have addressed the issue of race relations on their staffs and in their classrooms. To empower youth for proactive antiracist work and to create safe-school environments, teachers have assisted in STAAR (Students Taking Action Against Racism) Camps and Racism-Free Schools initiatives. On October 23 – 24, 1998, in Vancouver, 60 youths and about 300 adults including educators, parents, administrators, will participate in an anti-racist education conference called “Building Bridges, Not Walls,” organized by CODE (Consortium on Diversity in Education). Information about the conference has been mailed to all schools. All teacher colleagues interested in multicultural and anti-racist education are urged to attend, meet like-minded people, and sharpen their knowledge and skills. Let’s remember that our ultimate hope for creating a racially harmonious society is through education of youth, and we, the teachers, have a significant role to play. Viren Joshi is an assistant director in the BCTF’s Professional Development Division. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13170&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 1999 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 11, Number 6, April 1999 MAI Hearings: BCTF locals speak out by Gavin Hainsworth Teachers from across the province made their voices heard against the MAI and similar free-trade initiatives in presentations to the B.C. Legislative Assembly Special Committee on the Multilateral Agreement on Investment. They spoke out alongside other unions and community groups in defining the profoundly negative effects of unrestrained corporate influence on the public good and on the autonomy and power of democratically elected governments. The hearings are the second phase of the special committee’s examination of the MAI. They follow on the expert hearings in the fall, during which BCTF President Kit Krieger presented a brief. Communities the committee visited included Kamloops, Shuswap, Surrey, Terrace, and Vancouver. Teachers’ associations from all five (including Vancouver where the Vancouver Secondary and Vancouver Elementary teachers’ associations made a joint brief) made strong presentations concerning the perceived damages and dangers of transnational corporate influence on their students, schools, and public education. “The effects of globalization are felt in every classroom, school, and district in B.C. and Canada,” said the Surrey Teachers’ Association brief (which I presented). “From the fashionable clothing worn by students at school (which were produced by sweatshop labourers of their own age in the nations of the South) to the sellout of school autonomy through the tacit or open endorsement by school staff for corporate sponsors (for a few funding dollars, souls can be bought cheap), a vital and valued public education system is under attack as never before.” Reflecting on the NAFTA, presenter Fawn Knox, Kamloops-Thompson Teachers’ Association, foresaw that “the MAI would be more intrusive and would grant extensive powers to transnational corporations. The notion that our education system is driven by this paranoia to prepare our clients (who used to be pupils’) with useful skills’ and a businesslike attitude’ to succeed in this world is somewhat frightening. The looming MAI catapults this notion closer to reality.” Dr. Ed Harrison, Terrace District Teachers’ Union, outlined the historic context (political and culutral) in which the MAI and Free Trade in Canada (economic) have been advanced, and, to some extent, restrained. According to Harrison, the MAI tips the balance completely against local self-determination in return for meagre economic benefits. “As I interpret the treaty from an educators/ union perspective, I do not find the safeguards necessary to protect our culture and thus our sovereignty,” said Harrison. “Treaties like the MAI and the global corporate environment in which they function are very powerful, seductive, purveyors of unfettered capitalism…which push forward their own agenda of open and free trade at any cost.” Six primary themes came through strongly from all of the presentations—a clear recognition of the real negative effects of unrestrained corporatism through its influence on public education. First, education is being made fiercely competitive. By replacing the values of co-operation and equity with the drive for individual achievement and entrepreneurial spirit and the imposition of career and work experience, corporations and companies have effectively downloaded labour training upon the public education system. This “career readiness” approach can occur only with the reduction of time devoted to the teaching and encouragement of critical thinking and democratic values. Second, access to education is being restricted. Students must assume huge debts while working doubly hard for reduced wages to obtain their right to education—unless, of course, they come from wealthy families. Under the MAI proposal, the government is open to attack by countries and companies claiming that frozen tuition fees are a form of trade subsidy. Third, education is being reduced to job training. Work-experience hours provide a cheap labour pool that undermines job security and bargaining power of the workers in the businesses these students “attend” in lieu of going to school. “Far too many students are doing jobs such as folding sweaters in department-store stockrooms rather than exploring the dream jobs’ such work experiences tout in the public eye,” stated the Surrey Teachers’ Association brief. Fourth, standardized testing is impoverishing the curriculum at every level and is used to restrict access to higher education and the professions. The current mania for standardized testing (including the enormous burden of provincial exams for Grade 12) now drives the curriculum as teachers, schools, and students alike are gauged by this criterion and then compared by the tabulated results in the media and in the public eye. “What we can test and measure through formal exams are concepts that are basic and limited,” stated Fawn Knox (Kamloops). “Our public system has thrived and excelled because educators recognized that a balance of learning styles, content, and a variety of assessment tools are required in order to prepare students.” As a hidden curriculum, standardized testing is the parking brake on the engine of educational innovation and excellence. Fifth, decentralization of administrative and fiscal accountability, linked with centralization of curricula and funding, undermines community values and structures. By separating policy from funding, democratic accountability and influence are reduced. Centralized goals are pitted against each other within the straitjacket of fiscal restraint, with local governments forced to fight higher levels of government to obtain enough money to do what those governments have mandated. Public funding for education is under attack as the higher levels of government cry “fiscal responsibility,” while at the same time allowing corporations to defer or escape enormous amounts of corporate taxes in the fear that they will pull out of their countries, taking much-needed jobs with them. Finally, funding pressures make public schools more open to “partnerships” with business. Funding pressures can lead to outright privatization of services. Harrison (Terrace) asked, “Once one board permits this, what, within MAI, prevents corporations from arguing that they should be permitted these rights in other districts?” “The more education becomes a mix of public and for-profit systems,” said Knox (Kamloops), “the more the MAI will apply.” Once a service is mixed, public and private, the rights of corporations to hold or extend their influence within that “market” would be open to legal recourse against any government foolish enough to take them on. If the MAI (or similar agreements) are signed, the special committee was told, corporations already entrenched in the public education system would be almost impossible to expel. Likewise, universities could also be defined as enterprises; private colleges and institutes would then have equal rights to access public funding or could launch legal challenges for the right. Companies could even assert rights of access to produce schools’ and universities’ exams and curriculum documents. As a result of these present and anticipated dangers to conserving a vibrant and vital public education system, the locals were united in urging the special committee to reject the MAI, and to work instead for global human rights, including education. Corporate rights must be linked with corporate responsibilities, and democratically elected governments must be able to call them to account and not shirk their responsiblity to do so. Teachers through their associations must play an energetic and articulate role in this. As I concluded in the Surrey Teachers’ Association brief (quoting Alice Walker), “Activism is my rent for living on this planet.” B.C. teachers clearly paid their rent for February and March at the Special Committee on the MAI. Gavin Hainsworth teaches at North Surrey Secondary School, Surrey.)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2013/03/why-educators-should-resist-educational.html?showComment0751362879165834,Staffroom Confidential: Why educators should resist educational technology Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Saturday, March 9, 2013 Why educators should resist educational technology I sat down earlier this week to write a blog post and I had a catchy title in mind: "iPads in the Classroom: Deja vu all over again". I had just read an article tweeted to me by my friend Tobey Steeves that appeared in the Atlantic in the mid-1990's. The article is called "The Computer Delusion" and I would recommend it (http://www.theatlantic.com/past/docs/issues/97jul/computer.htm). It begins with a short history lesson on past technological advances meant to revolutionize teaching, learning and schools, like television. And how these did nothing of the sort. And I thought, yes, just like the current crop of fad technologies: Smartboards, iPads, MOOCs. My partner had just laughingly told me about how the first out of date and now useless Smartboard showed up in his school's staffroom - the general repository of ed tech junk. But the more I think about it, the less I think it is the same all over again. It is very true that since schooling and technology there has been technology in schools. Some technology is very helpful. Some does genuinely change the way we teach and learn, a little bit. And lots gets left in the dust bins of staff rooms for a whole variety of reasons well articulated in The Computer Delusion. However, just like everything else in society lately, what is different now is not the perpetual change and the perpetual adoption of change before there is evidence to support the change. What is different is the pace of change. Things are happening so fast no-one has time to even reflect on what went wrong. In Education Week an article on educational technology happily examined "adaptive content". "What if, for example, we designed MOOCs (massive online courses) that, when illustrating a principle during a lecture, could use examples which were designed for the student's context? After all, most online communities already require members to fill in their age, location, etc. Or, if we had webcams that would interpret student's emotions and speed up / slow down a lecture/provide more illustrations/segue to an activity as needed. This technology, in fact, is already used by marketing companies to score consumer's reactions to their products online by reading their facial expressions via webcam, instead of written/multiple-choice feedback." I don't know about you, but that creeps me out on a lot of different levels. Learning as social activity? No.  Learning to broaden your horizens? No. Learning without privacy intrusions? No. But from one point of view, why not, if that is the fastest and cheapest way to make human beings learn and fast and cheap are the criteria? About five years ago I was teaching Information Technology and one of the classes I taught was game design. A researcher from the local university came to study my class, interested in how "gamification" related to learning. I didn't think all that much of it at the time, but am starting to see that educational technology is no longer just about tools to enhance learning, but rather the insertion of some of the most disturbing aspects of marketing into the previously (somewhat) protected world of schools and childhood. Joel Bakan has written an excellent book called "Childhood under siege". In it he examines some of the ways that marketers have used their techniques to sell toys, create addictive games, and market pharmaceuticals to children. It is disturbing. Those same trends are evident in the pitch to change teaching and learning with technology. One of the words that really bothers me right now is "engagement". It is so trendy. You can't have a conversation or read an article about education without encountering it. But what does it really mean? Learning is hard. And learning hard things is harder. Learning also is often uncomfortable. And sometimes it is boring. Anyone who has learned to play the violin knows that it takes at least 10,000 hours of often repetitive practice that sounds bad. There is no shortcut. You can play with others, play pieces you like, and perform. These all make it more fun. And you hopefully learn along the way that the practice is worth it. And this is what motivates you to practice more. What the educational technology companies are pushing is "engaged" learning as a short cut. But it won't work. It won't engage. It won't teach better. First off, much of what passes for educational technology these days is really modified consumer electronics. iPads, iPhones...these are consumer devices, not educational tools. Apps and games are designed to addict, not engage. I find apps the most disturbing...the most simplistic human reaction - just touching it - gives you a reward and a little hit of dopamine. You keep playing. Or checking your email. Or your twitter feed. It is this very feature of apps that make them appealing to two year olds. Playing on an iPad is more fun than learning to walk. Why? It is easier. You learn less (if anything at all). That is why they have temper tantrums when you take the iPad away. Sherry Turkle, in her book "Alone Together", considers the touted advantage of "multitasking" with technology. "When psychologists study multitasking, they do not find a story of new efficiencies. Rather, multitaskers don't perform as well on any of the tasks they are attempting. But multitasking feels good because the body rewards it with neurochemicals that induce a multitasking "high". The high deceives multitaskers into thinking they are being especially productive. In search of the high, they want to do even more. In the years ahead, there will be a lot to sort out. We fell in love with what technology made easy. Our bodies colluded." App development and consumer electronics are not designed for optimal learning. They are designed for optimal addiction. Very, very clever marketing people put their minds to this. They use everything we know about human psychology. Online pets die for a reason, as Joel Bakan explains in his book. The reason is to cause fear and worry in the child who must return to the program to feed it. My daughter is 13 years old, and I look around and am thankful I didn't have to keep iPads away from her. How did this happen so fast? She's not even grown up, and already childhood is different, and not for the better. This year in our school District, Wifi will be available to every child in every high school. Why? I don't know. So they can watch youtube at lunch hour instead of hang out with their friends? Respond to their text messages? Check their Facebook? Is it *necessary* or even *beneficial* for learning? I've yet to hear a good reason. We didn't use to have think about the precautionary principle in education. The popular myth had it that the pendulum would always swing back the other way, protecting us from fads and political interference. But this myth is just that - a myth. For twenty years, from a computer in every classroom to massive online learning, technology companies have become more and more sophisticated at pushing their product. We need to resist before it is too late. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 2:13 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 12 comments: TobeyMarch 9, 2013 at 4:22 PM Hi Tara, I dunno if it's crossed your path, but you might appreciate some of the discussion in => The shallows: What the Internet is doing to our brains. Beyond this point, I think it's also meaningful to highlight that many of these tech-centric solutions are pushed /on/ teachers, not derived /from/ the needs of teachers. It's that same politics of authority I discuss in my thesis. Eerie how often it's applicable ... Regards, TobeyReplyDelete Tara EhrckeMarch 9, 2013 at 5:15 PM Yes, just finished reading it...also an excellent read.ReplyDelete Replies Concerned ParentsMarch 10, 2013 at 12:51 PM Hi Tara, thank you for bringing up this important issue which many teachers are reluctant to discuss. As parents we question both the cost and the pedagogical value of replacing teachers with iPads. Unfortunately, our concerns are routinely marginalized and silenced by the tidal wave of 21st Century Learning. While educational budgets are cut on many fronts, no one (including parents who are taxpayers and "stakeholders") is allowed to question the sacred plans of technological advancement in millions of dollars. No one is allowed to question the cost of purchasing $700/pc iPads, of thousands of wireless routers (along with licensing fees for apps and newer routers' automatic opt-in cloud computing contracts), the cost of energy powering these devices, especially WiFi routers which operate 24/7, the cost of replacements to feed corporations' planned obsolescence which will occur every few years for decades to come, and the cost of health which is incalculable. I'm not surprised Mr. Carr said that tech gadgets caused him "a chronic state of distraction". Apart from the the psychological urge to get immediate feedback through the devices and the internet, there is valid physiological reason, when WiFi is used, that leads to inattention, impaired memory, insomnia or other more severe adverse effects to the brain and the body. Please take a look at the two videos below which show the level of "cellular noise" created by wireless equipment. Humans are electromagnetic beings, that's why doctors are able to use EEG to measure brain waves and EKG for the heart. The natural frequency of the human body is about 7.83 Hz. Wirelessly plugging our bodies to WiFi frequencies of 2,400,000,000 and 5,000,000,000 Hz, 24/7, is unnatural and invasive. Please hear the Pulsed Microwave of WiFi and iPad Radiation captured on Videos: iPad WiFi Radiation with Wireless Router On http://youtu.be/snt2uaQd_Ps Radiation of iPad with WiFi ON but no Internet Connection http://youtu.be/ANH6PEyQSZY The European Parliament, the Council of Europe as well as many doctors' groups have been advocating, in recent years, the REDUCTION of electromagnetic radiation in our environment, especially for children, youth, pregnant women and babies. http://www.safeinschool.org/2013/02/medical-advisory-wifi-radiation-and.html In this letter, Dr. Martha Herbert, a Harvard Neurologist who specializes in Pediatric Neurology, explains her research and concern about wireless radiation damaging children's brain function. http://goo.gl/Okafv Will SMART kids really be smarter, or dumber? Delete Concerned ParentsMarch 15, 2013 at 12:37 AM FYI. Your article was mentioned in this post: New Industry-Affiliated Website Promotes WiFi in Schools. Denies Health Risks. http://www.safeinschool.org/2013/03/wifiinsscholsca-new-industry-affiliated.htmlDelete Reply AnonymousMarch 9, 2013 at 5:31 PM It is this influx of this marketing scheme and it's technology toys that will be the undoing of public education. Search blended learning and working conditions and you'll see it's touted a solution to teacher working conditions, the very opposite of what is best for education and learning, building relationships between students and teachers, engaging them personally. Soon this effort to 'reduce working conditions for teachers' will further reduce the number of teachers deemed necessary. With one teacher instructing the online course, only a supervisor is needed in the classroom, not necessarily a teacher. Soon why even bother with a teacher at all, just hire an 'expert,' and save money. The Founder of the Khan Academy suggests already that you don't need a teacher to learn and Districts are using these online tutorials all across the province and bringing in this company to provide in-service in school districts. He thinks your training as teachers is pointless, he doesn't have an education degree and he's teaching kids around the world. ReplyDelete AnonymousMarch 9, 2013 at 5:32 PM I recently watched part of the LA United Board meetings where industry, administrators and some teachers were pushing for the installation of Wi-Fi across their School District. I couldn't watch further after listening to one defend the need or WiFi because it was felt a miracle solution for those students with ADD. They simply sit down in front of a screen and are mesmerized, instantly 'engaged' in the 'learning,' or so we're told. Yet we know better, this isn't learning and it's certainly not personalized learning. Personalized Learning for every student is the absolute ideal and personally I believe strongly in this approach BUT it's impossible in this current climate of cuts, under-funding and push to put students in front of screens instead of what we know works, smaller, well resourced classes. With this well versed tech marketing scheme comes the well oiled terms suggesting that education reform requires new teachers well versed in new ways of learning implying that seasoned teachers are like dinosaurs unable to acquire the necessary attention and 'engagement of students if they don't use the new technology. Isn't one of the best predictors of student success the greater years experience a teacher has? There are many reasons to question WiFi in schools, from the decrease in interpersonal skills, to the dumbing down of society, to the lack of pre-planning skills kids now find a challenge given their instant lifestyle. The risks of WiFi are another that are affecting more and more students and teachers. There are many health risks beyond the 2B carcinogen reclassified in 2011 by the WHO but shouldn't hat be enough. Canada has one of the lowest safety standards in the world and yet we're not using the precautionary principle. Instead many are trusting industries promise that the levels meet Health Canada's dismal standards. Yet only late last month Health Canada's lead researcher admitted in court that safety code 6 doesn't account for non0thermal affects despite assuring parents and schools of this across the provinces. The court transcripts are now available from the Superior Court of Quebec for a fee and by mail. You can read more about it here: http://www.magdahavas.com/health-canada-admits-safety-code-6-guideline-for-microwave-radiation-is-based-only-on-thermal-effects/ ReplyDelete AnonymousMarch 9, 2013 at 5:33 PM Why, with so little evidence, if any benefit from WiFi and all it's toys is public education further pushing students and those working in the education community to seemingly blindly risk not only their educational outcomes but their health. Oh right, we want to dumb down society, their easier to manage. Yet why risk health? It'll only cost society in the end? Compared with tobacco, wireless technology is following the same path only it's risky 'smoke' is invisible. Already insurance companies aren't insuring technology corporations against health risks. Companies like Fortis BC are hiring Product Defense Companies (Exponent) to defend the wireless capacity of smart meters. Asbestos, Tobacco, Monsanto's and other corporations marketing risk hire these companies to create doubt in the consumer so they con continue to line their pockets not because they're safe for the population. Their mandate is to get the best bottom line for their clients, to keep the bank roll rolling or as long as they can, despite the risks. Los Angeles Teacher's Union Passes Resolution to Ensure Safety from Hazardous Electromagnetic Fields (EMF) in Schools including EMF Emissions from Wireless Technology - W.E.E.P. News - March 09, 2013: - http://weepnews.blogspot.ca/2013/03/los-angeles-teachers-resolution-masts.html “I move that UTLA will abide by current National NEA Policy for Environmentally Safe Schools which states that all employees and stakeholders should be informed when there are changes in their exposure to environmental hazards including electromagnetic radiation and that all stakeholders and the public should be notified of any actual and potential hazards. UTLA will advocate for technological solutions that maintain technology upgrades while not increasing employees exposure to electromagnetic radiation." The BC Education system needs effective technologies, as Dr. Stuart Shanker says "where necessary" and used safely with no risks to either teachers or those involved in education. ReplyDelete Patrick ChunMarch 16, 2013 at 12:16 PM Ms. Ehrcke, I couldn't agree with you more. As it stands now, technology in school is a distraction, especially when the motive of vendors is to push their wares from a profit point of view. True use of technology is not about iPads or smartboards. It has to start from the content side of things. WiFi in school could turn out to be a ticking time bomb. There is actually no "safe" threshold on the amount of electro-magnetic radiation. Any guideline is just an arbitrary number. Patrick Chun CEO, Greenwood Canada ESL educational software developer ReplyDelete Ann-MarieMarch 19, 2013 at 10:52 AM I can see both sides of this argument. It is definitely a topic that we need to address. One thought, and something that I have used in classrooms, is to recognize, with students, the increased use of technology but in the same breath, discuss the benefits of using technology only when it can meet our information needs - valuing the interpersonal discussions - and not 'buying into' how many apps and games entice us to become preoccupied with technology. I don't think anyone would argue that having information at our fingertips hasn't improved learning and that being able to access worldwide information and opinions doesn't increase our sense of global responsibility. Preparing our students to examine the role of technology in their lives is a discussion that all teachers and parents can have with their children. ReplyDelete Bryan JacksonMarch 19, 2013 at 11:02 AM Hi Tara, Without addressing the ongoing conversation of the safety of wireless technology, I wanted to offer some counterpoint to the idea that we should resist all forms of educational technology in our schools if we want to uphold our responsibility to the public trust. While I might share many of your concerns about marketing and commodification making their way into modern classrooms, resisting digital technology of all stripes would see schools ceding valuable territory in the struggle for modern democracy that is occurring more and more on the open web. The literacies that attend web communication - including elements of self-regulation / 'attention-literacy,' visual and design-related presentation and communication skills, as well as data ownership, privacy - are increasingly vital to an education system that hopes to prepare students to resist the more malignant elements of digital technology and retain their ability to seek out and create individual voice in society. Like prohibition left the booze business to organized crime, creating schools that ignore the web as a forum for democratic participation help enable the corporate takeover of what little remains of digital 'public space'. Your own blog, for example, which is the personification of this exercise in democratic voice, is hosted by Google; we do ourselves and our students a disservice by not seeking out experience in ensuring autonomy and agency over our own and our students' web footprints. Someone whose work I've found inspiring in his drive to maintain individual freedom and public trust on the open web is Dr. Gardner Cambell, who wrote the influential essay, "A Personal Cyberinfrastructure," in which he argues that students should be provided with an education where they learn how to become their own systems administrators: http://www.educause.edu/ero/article/personal-cyberinfrastructure Gardner's talk, "Teaching, Learning & the Digital Imagination," also might help frame the pursuit of the digital humanities as part of a developing liberal arts education: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BHOv_kSejBM I fully agree that there is a lot of corporate profiteering masquerading as educational necessity, and we need to be aware as educators of not only these perils, but the possibility which exists on the open web as well. Audrey Watters (@audreywatters) is someone who does an incredible service in keeping up with developments in K12 and higher education along these lines, and whose work I think you (and your readers) would appreciate. She blogs at: http://hackeducation.com/ I think our schools should provide many of the experiences you are calling for above, but also believe that the diversity of perspectives teaching professionals bring into the learning environment help shape the future healthily, empathetically, and democratically. As someone who feels as though I am fighting for the same sort of school system advocated here, I wanted to offer some of what underpins my belief that digital technology does have a place in our classrooms, and that this place doesn't necessarily denote a 'corporate takeover' of any sort. On the contrary, technology is in my classroom so that my students (whose lives are suffused in technology whether I limit its exposure or not) venture onto the web with their eyes open to both the peril, and the possibility of digital public space. Enjoy your spring break, Bryan -bryanjack.ca ReplyDelete Tara EhrckeMarch 20, 2013 at 8:54 AM Hi Bryan, I think the one point where we may disagree is that I see a *connection* between the profiteers and others that can be unhealthy if it is not recognized. Yes, there are many teachers who use IT in their classrooms for genuine, worthwhile reasons. I am one of them. But when teachers start to jump on the bandwagon (sometimes just because they are excited about what they are doing, but sometimes for the purpose of personal career advancement) they go from using tech for their own teaching to advocating tech. Thus the profiteers exploit teachers to assist in advocating for change that in the long run is not healthy for schools and children. When this happens with district administrators and Ministry officials and university professors, these people become "internal validators" - lending justification for the vacuous arguments of the tech companies. When I say "resist", I don't necessarily mean "ban" (although that certainly might make sense in some circumstances). I mean think critically about whether the introduction of a new technology should or should not be adopted. Who wants it and why? In other words, do not capitulate to the vapid arguments of "it is there, so we have to use it", "it is there, so it is coming anyway", "they use it in life, so we have to in school", "they will use it at work, so we have to in school". None of these are good arguments. When considering whether or not to adopt new technologies, we also have to look at the bigger picture, including what gets removed...because every time something new arrives, something else goes. So, it is perfectly sensible to consider the overall screen time of children and consider whether or not any more screen time should take place in school. Or to consider whether we want wireless turned on all day so that kids can use their devices during recess, when that very well might displace f2f and exercise. Or to consider the degree to which "collaboration" with technology replaces reading books, and the impact that has on learning and thinking (suggest here Proust & the Squid...and In the Shallows...very good introductions to the effect of technology on the reading brain, what is lost...). I don't disagree with teaching digital literacy (although perhaps for different reasons than you...I think the "democracy" of the internet is largely a myth, but I do think kids should understand how the machines around them work), but that is very different than infusing teaching with technology or using technology for teaching and learning other subject areas. Thanks for your thoughtful comments - Tara ReplyDelete Clint LalondeMarch 28, 2013 at 12:12 PM Hi Tara, First off, truce. If I need to hold out a white flag here then please consider this to be one :). As a parent, I truly appreciate there are people like you and Tobey who are taking a very critical look at the role of technology in our schools. I agree with much of what you write and speak about - corporate agendas, the desire for quick fixes, the motivations for why we need technology in our schools, distractions - these are all incredibly valuable and important conversations for educators and parents to have. Technology is a tool that can be used well and can be used poorly. I am a Neil Postman fan and agree with him when he speaks about technology not as an either/or, but a this and that. There are tradeoffs, concessions and difficult discussions to have. What do we keep and what do we replace? Does this change the way we do things? How? What part is good and what part is bad? I agree with Bryan here that this issue of what role technology plays in our classrooms is vitally important to creating digital citizens of the future who can operate in the world and act with agency and autonomy. Who can change & challenge (or at least have the skills to deal with) the very things about our world that we both want to see changed. There are a myriad of reasons to keep technology out of the classroom - all valid. But keeping it out only means we do not work to find solutions to those problems. We hid them. Worse, we don't help our kids find solutions to their problems. How can they be expected to deal with making correct choices about issues like information overload and critical media literacy if they are not engaging in real and authentic ways with these issues? I worry that we underestimate the internet and that we are not doing enough to teach our kids how to thoughtfully and deliberately engage with it. To take control of it. To even realize that they can take control of it. We are letting the technology agenda be written by the corporations, by the entertainment industry, by the publishing companies when we enact policies that pretend the internet doesn't exist and hides it away from our kids. We are not preparing our kids to carry on the kinds of fights and deeply critical analysis we both want. We are not teaching them that the internet is THEIRS and THEY own it and THEY can control it. In a world where our kids are not taught how to take control and use the internet as a learning tool, Perez Hilton wins. And that frightens me a helluva lot more than wifi. With respect, Clint LalondeReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ▼  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ▼  March (2) Why educators should resist educational technology... Will School Board budget woes lead to more inequit... ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2011/12/teachers-read-message-to-george-abbott.html?showComment=1323061401142,Staffroom Confidential: Teachers read message to George Abbott Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Friday, December 2, 2011 Teachers read message to George Abbott Minister of Education George Abbott has been touring the province visiting schools. This is a good thing. I remember in 2005 a Victoria teacher running into then Education Minister Shirley Bond and asking when she had last visited a classroom, to which she answered it was when she was in school herself! I hope that Mr. Abbott is listening to teachers' messages. I know during his visit at Central Middle School, teachers questioned him about the net zero mandate, services for students with special needs, and class size - issues that are important to teachers and that we feel are critical to maintaining our excellent public education system. This week, at a visit to Caulfeild Elementary in West Vancouver, teachers read the following message to Mr. Abbott: "The teachers of Caulfeild would like you to know that we are disappointed and disheartened by the government’s recent attacks on B.C. public school teachers.  By the very nature of what we do, we are caring, diligent, progressive and conscientious people who, in the face of the negative tone of the Ministry’s Education Plan, continue to work for the betterment of B.C. children and public education. Why does this government continue to strip the “profession” from teaching? The “Professional Teaching Act” is now the “Teaching Act”. The backwards movement at the Provincial bargaining table attempts to strip our contract to the point that government officials and Administrators dictate our professional development and negate any autonomy in the classroom. The message this sends is simply that we cannot be trusted to conduct ourselves as professionals and do not deserve to be treated as such. We believe that BCPSEA’s application to take back 15% of our salary and benefits for work “not done” is insulting.  We at Caulfeild have never put in more hours of our own time, after school, in the evenings and on weekends.  We are dedicated professionals who have worked above and beyond to implement our iDEC program. We don’t like to say no. We want to be successful. We are highly trained and passionate teachers who continue to teach, assess and inform parents of student progress in the usual manner.   How are B.C. teachers supposed to make ends meet with yet another zero salary increase? Perhaps rather than coaching or sponsoring teams and clubs on our personal time, we should re-claim those hours for ourselves and our families and perhaps tutor and subsidize our incomes by an extra $400 a week. Many teachers  have a second job to make ends meet. Where is the incentive for us to continue professional development when we aren’t considered professionals? Why does the government ignore the Supreme Court’s ruling on Bills 27 and 28? How does cutting funding for teacher-librarians support a need for increased literacy? Why are West Van parent volunteers expected to pick up the slack?  What are the less fortunate districts supposed to do?  This district, despite the successes you will see today, is underfunded by the government.  Fee-paying international students help make up much of your government’s shortfall.  Without them, much of what you see today would not be possible.  Our PAC’s also raise money to make up for your government’s lack of funding.  Radical change is not what we need now.  We need stability and proper funding. " Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 9:07 AM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 12 comments: UnknownDecember 2, 2011 at 5:02 PM To which he replied...?ReplyDelete AnonymousDecember 2, 2011 at 5:32 PM Thanks to the teachers of Caulfeild for taking a stand.ReplyDelete AnonymousDecember 2, 2011 at 6:01 PM As Shirley Bond was on the Prince George School Board and an active parent volunteer, I find it difficult to believe that she had last visited a classroom when she was in school herself. Perhaps this start to the blog post is influencing my reaction to the rest of the post. However, stating to the Minister that "[by] the very nature of what we do, we are caring, diligent, progressive and conscientious people", does seem to lead to the next part of that sentence being "and you're not". Would it be possible to phrase this message to the Minister in a more professional manner, one that is less adversarial?ReplyDelete AnonymousDecember 2, 2011 at 6:36 PM "[by] the very nature of what we do, we are caring, diligent, progressive and conscientious people", does seem to lead to the next part of that sentence being "and you're not". Which is completely true. I don't find the letter adversarial, I find it completely honest.ReplyDelete AnonymousDecember 2, 2011 at 10:19 PM I didn't find the letter unprofessional in the slightest,nor did I feel that the statement "[by] the very nature of what we do, we are caring, diligent, progressive and conscientious people" led to "and you're not". I felt it was an affirmation of those qualities that come into question whenever teachers are forced into any action on their own behalf.ReplyDelete Student teacher guyDecember 3, 2011 at 8:41 AM "Many teachers have a second job to make ends meet." Yikes. As a current B.Ed. student here in B.C. I find that disturbing. Do you have any data on that? Much thanks and, in any case, keep blogging. Your stuff is very informative.ReplyDelete AnonymousDecember 3, 2011 at 10:15 AM But surely there is a way to communicate with the Minister in a way that is less adversarial? If you're a teacher dealing with a student, for example, isn't it more effective to work in a little bit of praise about something, and then list things to work on? Why not start with an acknowledgement that both teachers and the people in the Ministry of Education are there because they want to help improve the lives of children through education? Talk about how teachers are a part of the conversation about the changes in the education system, and give some examples as to how things are changing in individual classrooms. Then move onto a discussion as to how West Vancouver is a fortunate district, due to having many rich parents supporting the district, and international students. This level of support is required for all districts, and all districts need stability and proper funding. For heavens sake - that's the best part of the letter. Why bury it at the bottom? Student teacher guy, I think you'll find that a number of beginning teachers may have a second job to make ends meet until they get a full time contract. I don't think you'll find that your typical full time teacher requires a second job.ReplyDelete AnonymousDecember 3, 2011 at 11:04 AM Who on earth is this person criticizing this letter?? My goodness. Do you work for George Abbott? I am not a teacher but is active int he school and have a couple friends who are teachers. What more do you want from teachers? Teachers try to stand up for once for themselves and they get knocked down. I would say good for those teachers for being a bit aggressive (to you, not to me) to fight for our education system. In fact, they should be more vocal and aggressive. Don't you think the government is being adversarial? George Abbott is the government. Student teacher: you will not get rich starting out but I know a few experienced teachers who are indeed, struggling. They take any job tutuoring, or marking for the government just to make ends meet. Lots of teachers have husbands who have very good jobs and that is their saving grace.ReplyDelete AnonymousDecember 4, 2011 at 9:03 PM I'd like to ask George to take the focus off the teachers and have a closer look at our principals. Good leadership is where it all begins and while some principals are fantastic at their jobs, some are just plain incompetent. So with regard to teacher bashing.....BACK OFF!ReplyDelete AnonymousDecember 5, 2011 at 9:54 AM This comment has been removed by a blog administrator.ReplyDelete 3G'sDecember 7, 2011 at 8:01 PM I tend to agree with Anonymous, but take issue with what Anonymous says about Anonymous' comment.ReplyDelete AnonymousDecember 10, 2011 at 10:59 AM student teacher needs to look into teaching in alberta, where funding to education cuts is being restored and the salary is 20,000.00 more a year. i am a 25 year teacher and that is 500,000.00 more over the course of my career. teachers are recognized and respected for their professional status. in fact, anyone in the health care or education field should consider alberta where real estate and cost of living is so much more manageable. housing costs in calgary are less than small town B.C. B.C. is bankrupt, take your degrees and run!!ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ▼  2011 (125) ▼  December (7) Fix the teacher? What about society bcedplan: a return to 19th century schooling? BC Education Minister announces 3% funding cut EduPlan or eduScam? Vancouver teacher Gerry Kent s... What's in the billions? The money stolen from BC k... High performing school system? Trust your teachers... Teachers read message to George Abbott ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141007,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/bcedplan/status/390841726476505088,BC's Education Plan on Twitter: "RT @ERASEbullyingBC: Facebook changes privacy settings to let teens share w/ anyone. Thoughts? http://t.co/Gb3uQQIhEd #erasebullying" Twitter Search query Search Twitter Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Language: English Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Have an account? Sign in New to Twitter? Join Today » Sign In Phone, email or username Password Sign in Remember me Forgot password? Already using Twitter via text message? Follow Following Unfollow Blocked Unblock Pending Cancel BC's Education Plan ‏ @bcedplan Oct 17 RT @ERASEbullyingBC: Facebook changes privacy settings to let teens share w/ anyone. Thoughts? http://ow.ly/pU3qP  #erasebullying Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet 7:08 AM - 17 Oct 2013 Don’t miss any updates from BC's Education Plan © 2014 Twitter About Help Ads info Close Flag this media This has already been marked as containing sensitive content. Flag this as containing potentially illegal content. Submit Cancel Learn more about flagging media Dismiss Close Previous Next Close Go to a person's profile Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Close Retweet this to your followers? Cancel Retweet Close Are you sure you want to delete this Tweet? Cancel Delete Close Block Cancel Block Add a location to your Tweets When you tweet with a location, Twitter stores that location. You can switch location on/off before each Tweet and always have the option to delete your location history. Learn more Turn location on Not now Turn off location Close Profile summary Close Your lists Close Create a new list List name Description Under 100 characters, optional Privacy Public · Anyone can follow this list Private · Only you can access this list Save list Close Close Embed this Tweet Add this Tweet to your website by copying the code below. Learn more Hmm, there was a problem reaching the server. Try again? Include parent Tweet Include media Preview Close Sign up for Twitter Not on Twitter? Sign up, tune into the things you care about, and get updates as they happen. Have an account? Sign in » Close Two-way (sending and receiving) short codes: Country Code For customers of United States 40404 (any) Canada 21212 (any) United Kingdom 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM Haiti 40404 Digicel, Voila Ireland 51210 Vodafone, O2 India 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Indonesia 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » See SMS short codes for other countries Close Confirmation)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141007,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/FassbenderMLA/status/324598542771560448?screen_name=FassbenderMLA&screen_name=FassbenderMLA&id=324598542771560448&id=324598542771560448,Peter Fassbender on Twitter: "Fantastic ( and fun) breakfast this morning at #DedutchFleetwood with the Premier Christy Clark.  Thanks to all... http://t.co/Z6gA9EvD6Z" Twitter Search query Search Twitter Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Language: English Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Have an account? Sign in New to Twitter? Join Today » Sign In Phone, email or username Password Sign in Remember me Forgot password? Already using Twitter via text message? Follow Following Unfollow Blocked Unblock Pending Cancel Peter FassbenderVerified account ‏ @FassbenderMLA 17 Apr 2013 Fantastic ( and fun) breakfast this morning at #DedutchFleetwood with the Premier Christy Clark. Thanks to all... http://fb.me/27bKS4Uvm  Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Retweet 1 12:01 PM - 17 Apr 2013 Don’t miss any updates from Peter Fassbender © 2014 Twitter About Help Ads info Close Flag this media This has already been marked as containing sensitive content. Flag this as containing potentially illegal content. Submit Cancel Learn more about flagging media Dismiss Close Previous Next Close Go to a person's profile Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Close Retweet this to your followers? Cancel Retweet Close Are you sure you want to delete this Tweet? Cancel Delete Close Block Cancel Block Add a location to your Tweets When you tweet with a location, Twitter stores that location. You can switch location on/off before each Tweet and always have the option to delete your location history. Learn more Turn location on Not now Turn off location Close Profile summary Close Your lists Close Create a new list List name Description Under 100 characters, optional Privacy Public · Anyone can follow this list Private · Only you can access this list Save list Close Close Embed this Tweet Add this Tweet to your website by copying the code below. Learn more Hmm, there was a problem reaching the server. Try again? Include parent Tweet Include media Preview Close Sign up for Twitter Not on Twitter? Sign up, tune into the things you care about, and get updates as they happen. Have an account? Sign in » Close Two-way (sending and receiving) short codes: Country Code For customers of United States 40404 (any) Canada 21212 (any) United Kingdom 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM Haiti 40404 Digicel, Voila Ireland 51210 Vodafone, O2 India 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Indonesia 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » See SMS short codes for other countries Close Confirmation)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=23298,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 23, Number 7, May/June 2011     Looking back 70 years ago It is a matter of common knowledge that stammering afflicts men and boys to a peculiar degree, the number of female sufferers being only a small fraction of the number of males. Thirty years ago Dr. Dunlap suggested the theory that this might be due to the efforts of boys to prevent inadvertent utterance at home of dirty words learned on the streets. His studies have convinced him that in certain cases there is truth in it. He emphasizes, however, that seldom or never can we attribute stammering to any single cause; almost invariably there is a pattern of causal factor. – June 1941, The BC Teacher   50 years ago Teachers should not take part-time or summer employment except that directly related to education, such as summer school instruction. Part of our campaign for higher professional status depends upon teachers refraining from taken extra employment. All teachers should be aware of the detrimental effect that part-time employment has on professional status. – May/June 1961, The BC Teacher  30 years ago There is little doubt that energy is now a matter of global concern. All over the world, we see signs of an exploding population struggling for control over limited and diminishing resources, especially energy resources. And it’s no wonder when we consider that about 90% of the total energy used in the world today comes from such non-renewable sources as oil, coal, and natural gas. Canadians want and deserve a high standard of living. Our natural gas resources and hydroelectric potential are so great that we could easily export large amounts. We should use our resources to provide for a great society. – May/June1981, The BC Teacher   10 years ago The images are gruesome and the sounds are sickening, but the pace is exhilerating and the points mount up as the shooter hits his mark again and again. Welcome to the imaginary but frightening world of violent video games. With bullying and school violence high on the agenda of public concerns, teachers and parents increasingly question the impact of violent interactive media on children’s growing minds and bodies. Police are concerned about “first-person shooter” games in which the player’s point of view is down the barrel of a gun. These games replicate the simulators used to train soldiers to kill. – May/June 2001, Teacher newsmagazine   Compiled by Chris Bocking, Keating Elementary School, Saanich  Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js,)
(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/BCTF63?lang=hi,SaanichTeachers (@BCTF63) | ट्विटर ट्विटर खोज क्वेरी ट्विटर में ढूंढें सहेजी गयी खोजें हटाये सत्यापित खाता @ सुझाए गए उपयोगकर्ता सत्यापित खाता @ सत्यापित खाता @ भाषा: हिंदी বাংলা Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 एक खाता है? साइन इन करें ट्विटर पर नए हैं? आज ही शामिल हों » साइन इन करें फ़ोन, ईमेल या उपयोगकर्ता नाम पासवर्ड साइन इन करें मुझे याद रखें पासवर्ड भूल गए? पहले से ही पाठ संदेश के माध्यम से चहचहाना का उपयोग कर रहे हैं? SaanichTeachers @BCTF63 ट्वीट्स 749 तस्वीरें/चलचित्र 63 फ़ॉलो कर रहे हैं 330 फ़ॉलोअर्स 458 पसंदीदा 127   अधिक पसंदीदा सूचियाँ अनम्यूट @BCTF63 म्यूट @BCTF63 फ़ॉलो फ़ॉलोइंग कार्रवाई:अनफ़ॉलो करें अवरोधित ब्लाक हटाइये विचाराधीन रद्द करें SaanichTeachers @BCTF63 A proud local of the BCTF based on southern Vancouver Island. Central Saanich, BC saanichteachers.com सितंबर 2012 पर शामिल हुए 63 तस्वीरें और वीडियो ट्वीट्स ट्वीट्स ट्वीट एवं उत्तर SaanichTeachers @BCTF63  ·  30 सितं Today: first payday in a long time for @BCTF63 teachers. Please see email from @sd63schools regarding pay calculation. #questions प्रत्युत्तर 0 उत्तर रीट्वीट रीट्वीट किये गये 0 रीट्वीट पसंदीदा पसंदीदा 0 पसंदीदा अधिक ट्वीट एम्बेड करें SaanichTeachers @BCTF63  ·  26 सितं It's Friday! We hope all @BCTF63 teachers had a good first week. Please remember to take some time for yourself this weekend. #sd63 प्रत्युत्तर 0 उत्तर रीट्वीट रीट्वीट किये गये 4 रीट्वीट 4 पसंदीदा पसंदीदा 3 पसंदीदा 3 अधिक ट्वीट एम्बेड करें SaanichTeachers @BCTF63  ·  22 सितं We want to thank @bctf teachers who will be in front of children today teaching and enriching lives. #bced Take care of yourselves too! प्रत्युत्तर 0 उत्तर रीट्वीट रीट्वीट किये गये 8 रीट्वीट 8 पसंदीदा पसंदीदा 5 पसंदीदा 5 अधिक ट्वीट एम्बेड करें SaanichTeachers @BCTF63  ·  20 सितं Thank you to all our #Saanich @sd63schools #cupe colleagues for support. Your support was so appreciated + uplifting. #solidarity #bced प्रत्युत्तर 0 उत्तर रीट्वीट रीट्वीट किये गये 2 रीट्वीट 2 पसंदीदा पसंदीदा 1 पसंदीदा 1 अधिक ट्वीट एम्बेड करें SaanichTeachers @BCTF63  ·  20 सितं Fascinating #bced article http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/british-columbia/the-secret-meeting-that-broke-the-bc-teachers-impasse/article20712872/ … #bcpoli सारांश देखें प्रत्युत्तर 0 उत्तर रीट्वीट रीट्वीट किये गये 0 रीट्वीट पसंदीदा पसंदीदा 0 पसंदीदा अधिक ट्वीट एम्बेड करें SaanichTeachers ने रीट्वीट किया Lana Popham MLA @lanapopham  ·  20 सितं Climate change is the greatest threat to global food production in our time. http://saanichsouth.blogspot.ca/2014/09/as-new-democrat-spokesperson-for.html … #bcpoli प्रत्युत्तर 0 उत्तर रीट्वीट रीट्वीट किये गये 4 रीट्वीट 4 पसंदीदा पसंदीदा 3 पसंदीदा 3 अधिक ट्वीट एम्बेड करें SaanichTeachers @BCTF63  ·  19 सितं Just a friendly reminder to all @BCTF63 teachers; today is YOUR day to use as you see fit. No requirement to attend work/meetings. #bced प्रत्युत्तर 0 उत्तर रीट्वीट रीट्वीट किये गये 2 रीट्वीट 2 पसंदीदा पसंदीदा 2 पसंदीदा 2 अधिक ट्वीट एम्बेड करें SaanichTeachers @BCTF63  ·  18 सितं Over 400 @BCTF63 teachers in the @SD63Stellys gym. Thanks to all @bctf teachers for attending! #bced pic.twitter.com/5095jDP7if अधिक तस्वीरें और वीडियो देखें प्रत्युत्तर 0 उत्तर रीट्वीट रीट्वीट किये गये 5 रीट्वीट 5 पसंदीदा पसंदीदा 4 पसंदीदा 4 अधिक ट्वीट एम्बेड करें SaanichTeachers @BCTF63  ·  18 सितं Reminder for @BCTF63 members if you cannot attend Stelly's session you can vote at the STA Office from 8-4pm Thursday. प्रत्युत्तर 0 उत्तर रीट्वीट रीट्वीट किये गये 2 रीट्वीट 2 पसंदीदा पसंदीदा 0 पसंदीदा अधिक ट्वीट एम्बेड करें SaanichTeachers ने रीट्वीट किया Aaron Mueller @aaronmueller  ·  16 सितं A deal, a deal, a tentative deal! Vote will be soon and can't wait to see the details. Woke up to good news today! #bced प्रत्युत्तर 0 उत्तर रीट्वीट रीट्वीट किये गये 16 रीट्वीट 16 पसंदीदा पसंदीदा 10 पसंदीदा 10 अधिक ट्वीट एम्बेड करें SaanichTeachers @BCTF63  ·  16 सितं Details on Thursday vote to follow later today. #bced We think bargaining team deserve a few zzzzzs. #bced प्रत्युत्तर 0 उत्तर रीट्वीट रीट्वीट किये गये 1 रीट्वीट 1 पसंदीदा पसंदीदा 2 पसंदीदा 2 अधिक ट्वीट एम्बेड करें SaanichTeachers @BCTF63  ·  16 सितं Vote Thursday. #bced प्रत्युत्तर 0 उत्तर रीट्वीट रीट्वीट किये गये 1 रीट्वीट 1 पसंदीदा पसंदीदा 0 पसंदीदा अधिक ट्वीट एम्बेड करें SaanichTeachers ने रीट्वीट किया Alberta Teachers Asn @albertateachers  ·  16 सितं Congratulations! RT @bctf: A tentative settlement has been reached this morning. Details not being released at this time. #bced #abed वार्तालाप देखें प्रत्युत्तर 0 उत्तर रीट्वीट रीट्वीट किये गये 12 रीट्वीट 12 पसंदीदा पसंदीदा 6 पसंदीदा 6 अधिक ट्वीट एम्बेड करें SaanichTeachers ने रीट्वीट किया CFAX1070 @cfax1070  ·  16 सितं BREAKING NEWS in the BC teachers's dispute. BCTF announces via twitter a tentative settlement with the government #bced #bcpoli प्रत्युत्तर 0 उत्तर रीट्वीट रीट्वीट किये गये 8 रीट्वीट 8 पसंदीदा पसंदीदा 1 पसंदीदा 1 अधिक ट्वीट एम्बेड करें SaanichTeachers ने रीट्वीट किया CKNW @CKNW  ·  16 सितं Deal has been reached in the Education dispute in BC. Keep it on @CKNW for all the details. प्रत्युत्तर 0 उत्तर रीट्वीट रीट्वीट किये गये 16 रीट्वीट 16 पसंदीदा पसंदीदा 8 पसंदीदा 8 अधिक ट्वीट एम्बेड करें SaanichTeachers ने रीट्वीट किया Charmaine de Silva @char_des  ·  16 सितं Just spoke to @bctf pres Jim Iker. Says tentative deal now go to members. When schools open hinges on vote timeline, rules for that. #bced प्रत्युत्तर 0 उत्तर रीट्वीट रीट्वीट किये गये 25 रीट्वीट 25 पसंदीदा पसंदीदा 7 पसंदीदा 7 अधिक ट्वीट एम्बेड करें SaanichTeachers ने रीट्वीट किया BCTF @bctf  ·  16 सितं Thank you #bced teachers for your commitment, courage, and strength. More details will be available later this morning. #bcpoli प्रत्युत्तर 0 उत्तर रीट्वीट रीट्वीट किये गये 321 रीट्वीट 321 पसंदीदा पसंदीदा 201 पसंदीदा 201 अधिक ट्वीट एम्बेड करें SaanichTeachers ने रीट्वीट किया Paul Steer @PaulSteer  ·  16 सितं #BCTF local offices will be gearing up for the 2nd province wide #bced vote in as many wks. No word yet as to when. Details, details! प्रत्युत्तर 0 उत्तर रीट्वीट रीट्वीट किये गये 9 रीट्वीट 9 पसंदीदा पसंदीदा 1 पसंदीदा 1 अधिक ट्वीट एम्बेड करें SaanichTeachers ने रीट्वीट किया Steve Lus @stevecbc  ·  16 सितं They did what many predicted impossible. No legislation. A tentative deal. Breakthrough. Vince Ready wears white hat again. #bced #cbc प्रत्युत्तर 0 उत्तर रीट्वीट रीट्वीट किये गये 15 रीट्वीट 15 पसंदीदा पसंदीदा 6 पसंदीदा 6 अधिक ट्वीट एम्बेड करें SaanichTeachers ने फ़ॉलो किया Mike Galliford, wesupportbcteachers, Cheryl Bloxham और 23 अन्य अनम्यूट @mikegalliford म्यूट @mikegalliford फ़ॉलो फ़ॉलोइंग कार्रवाई:अनफ़ॉलो करें अवरोधित ब्लाक हटाइये विचाराधीन रद्द करें Mike Galliford @mikegalliford Learner, Teacher, Responsible Crew Member on Spaceship Earth अनम्यूट @WeSupportBCTeac म्यूट @WeSupportBCTeac फ़ॉलो फ़ॉलोइंग कार्रवाई:अनफ़ॉलो करें अवरोधित ब्लाक हटाइये विचाराधीन रद्द करें wesupportbcteachers @WeSupportBCTeac Tweets from Twitter and our Facebook page. We are parents. We are CUPE. We want a fair deal for BC Teachers and better support for kids We Support BC Teachers! शायद ट्विटर क्षमता से अधिक है या एक क्षणिक हिचकी का सामना कर रहा है. पुनः प्रयास करें और जानकारी के लिए ट्विटर स्थिति पर जाएं. बंद करें SaanichTeachers ने फ़ॉलो किया SaanichTeachers के अपडेट न चूकें Central Saanich, BC · बदलें © 2014 ट्विटर परिचय सहायता विज्ञापन की जानकारी बंद करें रुझान केवल आपके अनुरूप रुझान. रुझान आपको अपनी प्रिय चीजों के करीब रहने का विशिष्ट तरीका प्रदान करते हैं. इन्हें आपके स्थान और जिन्हें आप फॉलो करते हैं, उनके आधार पर आपके अनुरूप तैयार किया जाता है. बदलें अनुकूलित रुझान रखें विश्वव्यापी रुझान प्राप्त करें हो गया बर्खास्त करें बंद करें पिछला आगे बंद करें एक व्यक्ति के प्रोफ़ाइल पर जाएं सहेजी गयी खोजें हटाये सत्यापित खाता @ सुझाए गए उपयोगकर्ता सत्यापित खाता @ सत्यापित खाता @ बंद करें आपके फ़ॉलोअर्स के लिए इसे रीट्वीट करें? रद्द करें रीट्वीट बंद करें क्या आपको यकीन है कि आप इस ट्वीट को मिटाना चाहते हैं? रद्द करें मिटायें बंद करें अवरुद्ध करें रद्द करें अवरुद्ध करें अपने ट्वीट में स्थान जोडें। जब आप किसी स्थान से ट्वीट करते हैं, ट्विटर उस स्थान को सुरक्षित कर लेता है. आप प्रत्येक ट्वीट से पहले स्थान को चालू बंद कर सकते हैं तथा आपके पास हमेशा यह विकल्प होता है कि आप स्थान इतिहास को कभी भी मिटा सकें. अधिक जानें स्थान दिखाना चालू करें अभी नहीं स्थान दिखाना बंद करें बंद करें प्रोफ़ाइल सारांश बंद करें आपकी सूचियाँ बंद करें एक नयी सूची बनाएं सूची का नाम विवरण 100 अक्षरों के भीतर, वैकल्पिक सूची:निजता सार्वजनिक · इस सूची को कोई भी फ़ॉलो कर सकता है निजी · सिर्फ आप इस सूची तक पहुँच सकते हैं सूची सहेजें बंद करें बंद करें यह ट्वीट एम्बेड करें नीचे दिए गए कोड को कॉपी करके इस ट्वीट को अपनी वेबसाइट में जोड़ें. अधिक जानें हम्म, सर्वर तक पहुंचने में वहां कोई समस्या है. पुनः प्रयास करें? मूल ट्वीट शामिल करें मीडिया को शामिल करें पूर्वावलोकन बंद करें ट्विटर के लिए साइन अप करें ट्विटर पर नहीं? साइन अप करें, उन चीजों पर ट्यून करें जिनका आप केयर करते हैं, और त्वरित अपडेट प्राप्त करें. एक खाता है? साइन इन करें » बंद करें दो-तरफा (आदान-प्रदान) संक्षिप्त कोड: देश कोड के ग्राहकों के लिए अमेरिका 40404 (कोई भी) कनाडा 21212 (कोई भी) ब्रिटेन 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 ब्राज़िल 40404 Nextel, TIM हैती 40404 Digicel, Voila आयरलैंड 51210 Vodafone, O2 भारत 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance इंडोनेशिया 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata इटली 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » अन्य देशों के लिए एसएमएस शॉर्ट कोड देखें बंद करें पुष्टिकरण)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "Eid Mubarak to all those celebrating in BC!" @bcliberals - 06:52pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7182,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 18, Number 2, October 2005   Classified advertising TRAVEL/VACATION QUEEN CHARLOTTE ISLANDS. Fabulous "mothership" kayaking, wilderness adventure, unforgettable experiences. www.island.net/~archipel or 1-888-559-8317. LADYSMITH WEEKEND GETAWAY! Vancouver Island, beautiful beach & kayaks included. Perfect location for craft retreats. Robin Smith 250-245-3777. www.members.shaw.ca/merrywidowsbeach SILVER STAR mountain chalets and suites. Luxurious ski in/out accommodation. Private hot tubs, fully equipped kitchens, gas F/P. Avail. year round www.alpinechaletrental.com or pmmunroe@shaw.ca GABRIOLA ISLAND winter rental. 5 acre tranquil hideaway, 1900 sq.ft., fully furn. & equipped, phone, cable, high speed internet, gas F/P, hydro, studio, hot tub, workshop. Available Oct.20—Mar.10/06, all amenities nearby. $1000/mo. all incl. 250-247-9842 or e-mail alexclarkson@shaw.ca TOFINO Newly renovated & furn. 2 bd. home across the road from Chesterman Beach. For information, call 250-726-5195 or look us up at www.tofinoresorts.ca QUALICUM BEACH Dandelion Cottage offers 1 bd., full kitchen, cozy & comfortable private suite. A great getaway, close to the beach in summer, skiing in winter. Very affordable. Ph: 250-752-5127 or www.geocities.com/dandelioncottageca/ HERITAGE HOME Beautiful garden suite in heritage home of Powell River Historic Townsite. Promotional rates. Visit www.asuitevacation.com, or call 604-414-0004. SUNSHINE COAST (Halfmoon Bay) waterfront cottage, fully equipped, sleeps 4, F/P, BBQ, W/D, 604-885-0651, email: fjbishop@gmail.com WHISTLER Alta Lake, waterfront, 1 bd. condo, sleeps 4, 1 km to village, FP, TV/VCR/ DVD. summer/winter rates, 604-298-2070. WHISTLER GETAWAY. Pinecrest Estates, 5 bd., 1400 sq.ft. cabin, sauna, deck with BBQ, fully-equip. kitchen, DW, WD, wood stove (wood provided). Rates from $175/nt. (seasonal) glush@shaw.ca or 604-936-3346. BLACKCOMB Luxury 2 bd/loft, 3 bath, sleeps 8, ski-in, ski-out, 604-940-0156. WHISTLER Village North, 2 bd. deluxe townhome. 604-531-6847. View at www.whistlervacationhome.ca. WHISTLER Condo. Sleeps 4, views, close to village, all amenities. 604-943-9423. SKI WHISTLER BLACKCOMB luxury condo sleeps 4 or 5, pool, hot tubs, ski in/out. Book early! www.at-blackcomb.com 604-929-6589 WHISTLER Deluxe 1 bd., village, 2.5/bed, Creekside, rates $69+, salij@shaw.ca WHISTLER Townhouse, sleeps 8, fully equip. 604-985-7669 or Gary 604-669-7212. WHISTLER CREEK townhouse for rent. View of Alta Lake. 2 bath., 3 bd., sleeps 6. 604-535-3447. WHISTLER CREEK Spacious, fully equipped 1 bd. and den condo. Sleeps 4 in privacy and comfort. Available year-round. Excellent mid-week rates for ski season, possibly shared arrangement. 604-222-1022. WHISTLER Creekside condos, fully furn., full kitchens. 1 bd. suites & large studio, sleeps up to 4, N/S, N/P, common Jacuzzi, laundry & ski prep room. Good availability Dec., Xmas & New Years. For rates call, 604-988-6600 (Gr. Vancouver), toll free 1-800-792-2089, www.geocities.com/whistlercondomgmt WHISTLER Deluxe 3 bd. townhouse for rent at Twin Lakes. Free shuttle to mountain. Available Xmas and some weekends. Rates $125—150 off season, $200—250 ski season. 2 night min. Ph: 604-531-7408, 604-538-3239. WHISTLER condo, fully equipped, Creekside, sleeps 4-6. Reserve early for Xmas holidays. Reasonable rates. 604-802-4899 or ddunn@richmond.sd38.bc.ca WHISTLER 1 bd. condo (Whistler Creekside) sleeps 4, F/P, hot tub, swimming pool, sauna, kitchen fully equipped, u/ground parking, close to lift and stores. Call Jan or John at 604-530-0958. KIHEI, MAUI. Large selection of fully equipped condos. Great beaches. Near shopping centre. Call Alf, 604-291-1751, F: 604-291-9773, kihei@telus.net. MAUI. Privately owned, beautiful fully furn. 2 bd., 2 bath condo across from Kamaole beaches. Great complex, Great location. 250-598-6955, F: 250-598-6965. SPRING BREAK Kona, Hawaii, 5 star oceanview resort. Spectacular! $950. sbava@sd73.bc.ca SAN DIEGO. House sitter wanted in exchange for rent, Dec. 17 to Jan. 2, pool, hot tub, sand volleyball. 858-756-2615, r.kenyon@adelphia.net GRANADA, NICARAGUA Discover this beautiful Spanish colonial city and little known country. B & B run by retired BC teacher. For information contact carolannrea@hotmail.com BUCERIAS MEXICO Privately owned, beautiful fully furn. new 2 bd., 2 bath house. Two blks to fantastic beach. Rooftop palapa with panoramic view, weekly & monthly rates. 250-748-4883, email cindyharvey@telus.net PUERTO VALLARTA Beautiful, large, 2 bd. furn. condo, downtown, 3 blks from the Malecon (beach). Reasonable wkly rates, N/S, dbemc@hotmail.com, 604-608-4268. MEXICO 2 bd. suite, sleeps 4. Ten minute walk to beach. www.casaserena.net VACATION IN MEXICO this Christmas. Combine this year’s Christmas break with the adventure of a bicycle trip and relaxation of a beach holiday. Join us for "The Manzanillo Bicycle Tour." All abilities welcome. Options for non-riders. You’ll visit areas where few other tourists travel as well as spend some time at the beach. For full information about this unique Mexico experience, call Les or Barb at 604-536-4089 or email thelommels@shaw.ca MEXICO. Beautiful Sayulita, 35 min. north of Puerto Vallarta airport. 3 bd. house, 2 blks from beach, 1 blk. to town center. Ideal for families, small groups. Regular rate $450 US/wk. http://sayulitarent.freespaces.com or email bnapoloni@yahoo.ca CANCUN or COZOMEL $400/person, 5 nights all-inclusive, 4-5 star hotel & food incl. Must pay own airfare. Call Ki 604-430-4244. MEXICO. 1 bd. unit w. kitchen at Playa del Sol in Puerta Vallarta. Great central location. Dec. 18-25, $950. 604-540-6301. FRANCE. Ultimate vacations, privately owned, beautiful furn. 1 bd. central Paris. Provence lovely furn. house close to Avignon. Wkly/mthly. 604-738-1876, 604-298-3904, i_roland@hotmail.com   FOR RENT VANCOUVER Clean, bright, quiet, centrally located condos at Robson & Bute. 1 bd. $85/ single. Daily/eekly/monthly rates. 604-608-4268, dbemc@hotmail.com. OCEAN PARK South Surrey. Main level of 2 bd. home with southerly garden and ocean view. Cul-de-sac street. Shared laundry, bsmt suite is rented by gardener. N/S, references required. Rent at $1300/mo. plus utilities. Call John at 604-733-8078.   MISCELLANEOUS MASTER OF EDUCATION (Special Education) by coursework offered by Flinders University in S. Australia is recognized by the B.C. Teacher Qualification Service. The degree is available entirely in distance mode. Applications are invited now for commencement of study in 2006. More information at: http://ehlt. flinders.edu.au/northamerica or from the program co-ordinator, Bernice.Burnip@flinders.edu.au USE YOUR MOUSE to find your house! www.carollivingstone. com, Victoria, Sooke or Sidney. Thinking of buying or selling, click on Victoria’s top real estate web site, free reports and MLS listings with full addresses. Call Carol and discover how to save with her teacher’s discount. Carol Livingstone, B.Ed. Re/Max Camosun, carol@carolliving stone.com, toll free 1-800-663-2121 or 250-744-3301. YOUR BLUEPRINT FOR "WILD" CLASSES Teach your children about Burns Bog. Book a tour! Buy a book! Buy a video! For rates and prices contact: Burns Bog Conservation Society, 604-572-0373 or 1-888-850-6264, www.burnsbog.org SPIRIT MEDITATION CLASSES 604-461-5511, Port Moody, www.veraciswellness.com CANADIAN TEACHERS OVERSEAS Building bridges through education and travel. Contact: Carol Baird-Krul @ 250-247-0077, cbairdkrul@ shaw.ca. Experienced overseas educator, proven placement advisor. FIND A TUTOR web site. Designed for tutors looking for clients and parents/students looking for tutors. Free 2 month trial for tutors wishing to advertise. www.findAtutor.ca SPANISH TEACHER wanted for McKee Senior Recreation Centre, Ladner. For info. call E. Tuton at 604-946-0945. RESOURCES Enhance your Kindergarten, ESL, FIrst Grade, Speech classes with Annie Ape: The Magic Bullet to Literacy and Alphasongs. Information at www.kindergarten-tips-and-skill-lessons.com, 604-850-6748, dewdneydragon@shaw.ca SEARCH ASSOCIATES International Job Fare Toronto, Feb. 6-8 where over 50 schools from around the world will be recruiting teachers for the upcoming school year. For more information contact Ray Sparks, raysparks@ eastlink.ca or visit our web site www.searchassociates.com TEACHER EXCHANGE. Secondary media/ photography teacher working in Perth, W. Australia, interested in a teaching exchange for 2007. Teachers in the BC area email me and I will forward details regarding my house and school, etc. natalie.1.clews@det.wa.edu.au Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/ResearchStrikesBack.aspx,BCTF > Research Strikes Back  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Bargaining & Collective Agreements > Bargaining 2011/12 > Research Strikes Back   Research Strikes Back! Here you can access information relevant to the current legislation with links to a wider research base. Why do we need ‘Research Strikes Back!’?    What the latest ministry bulletin doesn’t tell us about education funding  Each year the Ministry of Education releases figures implying that BC schools are receiving “more funding than ever”. So it is no surprise to read in a recent Ministry of Education bulletin (August 28, 2012) that “Since 2000–01, government has increased funding to BC public schools by nearly $1.4 billion”. What the ministry doesn’t say is that when provincial funding falls short of needs, the extra costs are downloaded onto school districts, leaving school boards with the unenviable task of cutting programs and services to offset budget shortfalls.   What the ministry isn’t saying about wage settlements in the public sector—an update (June 2012)  BC public sector workers are left in the cold: Net-zero effectively freezes wages, even though federal, municipal, and many private sector workers have negotiated salary increases to help maintain their standards of living.   Is BC emulating the worst of US policies in education?  Demonizing teachers is a proven method, led by American ‘reformers,’ of attacking public education. The result is demoralized teachers thinking about leaving the profession.   When is net zero more ‘net’ than ‘zero’ in BC school districts? When it applies to some but not to all  School district administrators and trustees may not be as committed to “net zero” when aligning their salaries with those offered in Alberta or Ontario.   What the ministry isn’t saying about wage settlements in the public sector  The “net-zero” mandate imposed by the provincial government is effectively a wage freeze that constitutes a form of wage discrimination. This article provides evidence to show that, on average, employees in the private sector and the rest of the public sector, unionized or non-unionized, will receive salary increases to help maintain their current standard of living.   Why are teachers so upset? One lesson to learn from the USA  The lesson today comes from the USA: attacks on teachers hurt kids. And teachers under attack are leaving the profession. What lessons should we be learning in BC?   Teacher evaluations: Bill 22 heads for compliance and hierarchical monitoring  Are teachers deficient and in need of ‘fixing’? Can teaching practice be improved by monitoring and enforced compliance? Bill 22 suggests so, but even experts quoted by BCPSEA disagree.   Setting the record straight: Challenging the myths perpetuated by BCPSEA in the media about BCTF Canadian teacher salary rankings  This article includes a rebuttal by BCTF Research to each statement made by BCPSEA that misrepresents the methodology BCTF used to calculate Canadian teacher salary comparisons. Read more...   What the Minister of Education is not telling you about the $165 million Learning Improvement Fund  The ministry’s three-year plan to freeze operating grants could result in up to a $300 million loss of purchasing power due to inflation. This suggests that improvements to classroom conditions arising from the Learning Improvement Fund will be far outweighed by the on-going erosion of classroom conditions arising from district budget shortfalls.   George Abbott selectively quotes Dawn Steele to bolster Bill 22  Introducing the Education Improvement Act, George Abbott quoted from Janet Steffenhagen’s Report Card Blog of February 20, 2012, which referenced Dawn Steele, one of BC’s most active and articulate advocates for Inclusion. Read more...   Post and Fill: A claim that the government aims to ensure specialist teachers work in positions with expertise in their area of training  George Abbott claimed in his speech introducing Bill 22 in the legislature that new teachers need to be trained in the specialist areas in which they teach, stating that there is a need for specialist teachers with appropriate training.  He stated that this was the reason for ‘post and fill’ language and focus the government is promoting.  How does this relate to what has happened in the last ten years, when the numbers of Learning Specialists have been severely cut?  Read more...   Teachers’ Professional Development: a matter of alignment?  George Abbott, in introducing Bill 22 in the legislature, stated that proposed changes to teachers’ professional development was an effort to find ‘better alignment’ and was not an attempt to remove control from the BCTF. What Abbott meant by 'alignment' was not stated, but if previous employer representative documents are considered, they include explicit or implied statements such as the following. Read more...   See also our Research Roundup. About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8966&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, Number 2, November/December 2003 Prime minister’s award for teaching excellence by Mary Locke Here is a summary of a recent interview with Bob Heidbreder, an early primary teacher at General Gordon, who, along with two others from B.C. won the Prime Minister’s Award for Teaching Excellence. I came to Vancouver during the Vietnamese War as a draft resistor. Canada welcomed me and ultimately gave me the freedom to teach the way I wanted to teach. To be recognized by a country that accepted me in my time of need is a high honour, and to give something back to that country is important to me. The main link between me and all the other recipients was the importance to all of us of teacher autonomy, which allowed us to cover the curriculum in a way that was best for particular students in a particular year. It also allowed us to use and emphasize our own talents, mine being language, poetry, puppet characters, drama, and adventures. The other B.C. recipients were teachers of drama and video." Coming back to the point of teacher autonomy, Heidbreder added that he was gratified that the community recognized his voice in teaching, since this award grew out of the appreciation of the school community and his colleagues. Heidbreder has taught in early primary in three schools in Vancouver: Tillicum, Maquinna, and General Gordon. He has published five books that grew out of his teaching: Don’t Eat Spiders (1986), Eenie Meenie Manitoba (1996), Python Play (1999), I Wished for a Unicorn (2000), See-Saw Saskatchewan (2003). His book, See-Saw Saskatchewan, was a gift to all elementary schools from the Vancouver Elementary Principals and Vice-Principals’ Association in the 2002–03 school year. Mary Locke teaches at General Gordon Elementary School, Vancouver.)
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(20141007,www.millennialpersonalfinance.com,http://www.millennialpersonalfinance.com/book-excerpt-create-your-scholarship-story/,Book Excerpt: Create Your Scholarship Story | Millennial Personal Finance Home Debt-Free Education Debt Reduction Investing Frugal Living E-Book Contact Menu Mothers Caught Between Demands of Work and Family Millennial Workers and Prioritizing Work/Life Balance The Stay-At-Home Dad Revolution (The Dadolution?) Thanksgiving: What’s a Thrifty Girl to Do When Cooking for Two? How To Prioritize Scholarships Book Excerpt: Create Your Scholarship Story About Jessica – A Story of Mental Health, Money, and Taxes E-book Preview: The Complete Guide to a Debt-Free Education Why Gen Y Wants To Pay More Taxes Is Gen Y The Lazy Generation? How to Outfit Your Dorm or Apartment for Less My 6 Best Frugal Tips 7 Ways to Save Money on Your Textbooks  Home / Debt-Free Education • Financial Planning / Book Excerpt: Create Your Scholarship Story Book Excerpt: Create Your Scholarship Story Amanda September 21, 2014 Debt-Free Education, Financial Planning No Comments Tweet Pin It Doesn’t it always seem that when people tell stories about how they became successful they are very linear and well organized? They always start at a time when they weren’t successful and then talk about how they decided to take the path that lead them to their success. The tellers then recount one or two obstacles they encountered and then finally you hear about their first break and the moment that everything came together for them and they became ‘successful.’ I used to hear those stories and wonder how every else’s story seemed to progress like that when mine was often convoluted, filled with divergent interests, and meandered here, there and back again.   What I finally realized when I began applying for scholarships is that a story is a coherent narrative that you create out of things that actually happen but it doesn’t represent everything that happened. It gives the reader or the listener only a snapshot. But it’s the snapshot that most people want to hear. Think about it, if someone sat you down and told you their entire life story including all the wrong twists and turns it would most likely be boring and it would definitely take a long time. They would include all sorts of details that aren’t necessarily important. We tell stories to communicate things that are important. Scholarships committees are asking you to tell them the story or your life and your involvements. Don’t be tempted to tell them every little bit and piece of it! No one has the time to read the autobiographies of everyone they meet. Scholarship committees don’t either. They have to read a lot of applications. That’s why they limit the number of words you have to communicate your story. Think about your scholarship essay like the equivalent of a newspaper article compared to the full autobiography that is your life. If you were to read an autobiography of a famous figure and then a newspaper article about the life of a famous figure there would be a big difference between the two. But, if the article writer was talented, the article would tell the most important parts of the story. With a scholarship essay, you are writing the newspaper article and not the autobiography. Sometimes telling the shorter version of something can be more difficult. Mark Twain once wrote about a five page letter sent to a friend that he didn’t have time to make the letter shorter than five pages. We might think that sounds funny since it seems to takes more time to write five pages, but it actually takes a lot of thought and time to be succinct. I’m going to help you find out what your story or personal brand is and then I’ll help you write it and then adapt it for different scholarship applications. What’s Your Story? Scholarship committees want to know who you are but they don’t need to know all of who you are. They want to know, for instance, why you have volunteered for Greenpeace but perhaps not why you obsessively watch reruns of Buffy the Vampire Slayer (thought the answer to the latter seems obvious – because the show is awesome). So, while I’ve said that I’m going to help you tell your story and create your personal brand, what I’m really talking about is helping you create a personal brand and tell a story with a specific audience in mind. You might look at the story you create in the end and think, well that’s not the full picture of who I am. That’s fine. We’re trying to tell a story that is true, not the whole story of who you are. Just one part of it. What you need to do is take out the resume that you created earlier and take a look at it. Check to see if there are any common threads. For some people, their story is very obvious, very coherent, and jumps off the page. Say, for example, you’ve only ever done things connected to the environment. You have your common threads right there. Or let’s say you’ve only ever done things supporting cancer patients and cancer research. Once again, there is your common thread. If cancer was important to you because you had cancer or someone you loved had cancer then you would also have the next important part of a story which is a motivating incident to explain why you were spurred to action. For others, like myself, it’s a little more difficult. When I was applying for scholarships I felt like my story was all over the place. My mom had survived cancer and I was heavily involved in an organization that supported breast cancer patients but I also did a lot of other things. I organized blood drives, I wrote for local weekly papers, I organized a community service council at my school, I visited nursing homes, I visited hospital wards, I was involved in can drives, I won prizes for my poetry, I was involved with Habitat for Humanity. When I looked at all of these involvements, I didn’t really see any common threads. There was one story about how my mom had breast cancer, another story about how I wanted to be a writer and a number of other stories about why certain causes mattered to me. Where was the one coherent story hiding amidst all these different involvements? So, I thought about it a lot and finally I found my story! It went something like this: Growing up, my mother had always been involved in the community volunteering on boards of directors of local charities, and for local non-profits. She fought and survived breast cancer when I was 12 and her involvement only increased after that. Because I wanted to help other women like my mom fight cancer I helped her with a number of small fundraisers by doing things like selling water, or temporary tattoos at dragon boat festivals for breast cancer survivors. That was my first involvement with a cause and I loved helping others and making a difference in my community. Because of that, I joined a number of other organizations working to address problems in the community that I felt passionately about. I became involved, not only in helping raise money for a new digital mammography machine on a fundraising committee alongside my mother, but organizing can drives, and blood drives, visiting nursing homes and hospital wards, and helping Habitat for Humanity. When I saw the need for other young volunteers like myself at the organizations that I volunteered for, I then got the idea to create a community service council at my school, organize a volunteer week and write a newsletter with volunteer opportunities for fellow students. I also used my interest in writing to publish stories in local newspapers encouraging young people to volunteer. That narrative somehow managed to bring it all together and give the reader a good idea of who I was at the time. It provided some background on what drove me, provided a role model that I followed, and told sequentially the story about how I became more involved. It even managed to bring in my love of writing. Now, if I was concerned with telling the full story and not a true story, I would say that I was actually influenced by more than just my mother or her cancer and that there were a number of things that lead me to feel passionately about different causes. I would look at this and take issue with how I had simplified some very complex things. But if I had told about how five different things influenced me to get involved, I might have gone over my word count and the influence of my mother’s cancer on my involvement would not have the same compelling effect. You need to make your story as simple as possible, but don’t forget about those other things that influenced you! I’ll show you later how to use them to tweak your story to fit better with what different scholarships are looking for. Before you do that, however, you need to write down an initial version of your story. Find a way to bring the common or disparate threads of your story together into one narrative. Don’t worry about the details that you leave out. One way to help figure this out is to ask yourself what you want to get across to your readers? Who will the audience be for the majority of your scholarship applications? Will it be people looking for leaders? Or entrepreneurs? Or good sportsmanship among athletes? Be sure to tailor this first version of your story to whatever kinds of scholarships you’ve got the best shot to win. You can then tweak your story to fit other scholarships. Remember to keep it short. It should be one paragraph, even if it is one long paragraph. It doesn’t have to provide details; it should just gloss over what you’ve done and link it all together in a coherent way. The details will be added later when you write your personal essay. This is an abridged version of a section from the e-book The Complete Guide to a Debt-Free Education . If you liked this post, consider buying The Complete Guide to a Debt-Free Education for the low price of $14.99! Related Posts How To Prioritize Scholarships No Comments My 6 Best Frugal Tips No Comments Millennial Workers and Prioritizing Work/Life Balance No Comments Thanksgiving: What’s a Thrifty Girl to Do When Cooking for Two? No Comments About The Author Amanda Amanda loves to write and holds two English degrees. Through frugality, hard work, and generous scholarships, she managed to get those degrees without having to take out any student loans. So, when she started working she started saving and investing and learned tips and tricks on how to be successful. Later, when her partner lost his job, she had to get creative about how to live frugally and save money. Add a Comment Cancel reply Your email address will not be published. Required fields are marked * Notify me of follow-up comments by email. Notify me of new posts by email. Search Archives October 2014 September 2014 Meta Log in Home Debt-Free Education Debt Reduction Investing Frugal Living E-Book Contact Tags dadolution Debt-Free Education Financial Planning prepared foods sahd sahm stay-at-home-dad textbooks Thanksgiving thrifty tips whole foods whole foods thanksgiving Popular Posts Millennials Need a Financial Plan September 10, 2014 • No Comment Millennial Workers and Prioritizing Work/Life Balance October 4, 2014 • No Comment The Stay-At-Home Dad Revolution (The Dadolution?) October 4, 2014 • No Comment Thanksgiving: What’s a Thrifty Girl to Do When Cooking for Two? October 3, 2014 • No Comment How To Prioritize Scholarships September 26, 2014 • No Comment Millennial Personal Finance© 2014. Theme by MyThemeShop. {"timed-popup-delay":350,"enable-exit-intent-popup":"true","cookie-duration":14,"popup-selector":"#popup-box-sxzw-1","popup-class":"popupally-opened-sxzw-1","cookie-name":"popupally-cookie-1","close-trigger":".popup-click-close-trigger-1"} Hello! I'm Amanda, the writer of Millennial Personal Finance! Want to save money? Let me send you my 50 best frugal tips for millennials. They're so good I've featured them in my e-book The Complete Guide to a Debt-Free Education. Your information will *never* be shared or sold to a 3rd party.)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2013/04/wifi-in-schools.html,Staffroom Confidential: Wifi in schools Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Monday, April 8, 2013 Wifi in schools Should schools be installing wifi to enable the use of wireless devices? My answer is no, but this is a hot topic with a lot to think about. Recently the BC Teachers Federation contemplated some motions at their annual general meeting on this subject. This follows motions passed by the BC parent group, BCCPAC, which calls for at least one wifi free school in every district. Another group of parents, in York Region District in Ontario, set up a picket to protest the installation of wifi. The discussion about wifi is about more than just health, although health is at the centre of the debate. Those opposed to the installation of wifi are concerned there are health risks and that our current knowledge of the health implications are incomplete but worrisome enough to act in a precautionary way. First, on the science and health. 1. There are peer reviewed research papers that support the claim of health risks of wifi radiation (even low levels), and there are peer reviewed research papers that dispute the claim. For a listing of papers concerning health and learning implications, see #wifistudy on twitter, for example. 2. The science, and the evaluation of the science, is not conducted in a neutral environment. There are many large corporate interests  promoting the safety of wifi. Some of the research is directly funded by these interests. I probably don't need to convince anyone that CISCO and Apple and SMART Technologies spend money to promote educational technology. But beyond the direct, there is a vast web of indirect influence. Thousands of individuals have a direct personal interest in the use and expansion of technology in schools, and this includes wireless technology. For example, the TIE lab, at the University of Victoria, has as its primary research focus the use of technology in learning environments. The people and students who work at that lab have a pre-determined starting point: that there is value in spending resources to investigate and expand the use of technology in learning. Here is their statement of purpose: The purpose of the TIE lab is to strengthen research excellence regarding the appropriate use of networked and computer‐mediated technologies for enhanced communication, learning, and motivation across educational, professional, and health sectors. The TIE lab provides state‐of‐the‐art Infrastructure for systematically researching optimal e‐learning conditions, tools, processes and products. TIE Lab infrastructure will be used for research purposes only. Research conducted through the TIE Lab will help to maintain Canada’s ranking as a leader in the field of innovation and technology. Evident is that prior to any research taking place, the goal is to "lead" in "innovation and technology". Absent is any questioning about the value of technology in the first place, or what the technology will displace. The BC government has also been instrumental in promoting a vision of education reform based on technology integration and expansion. This vision was first articulated in the Premier's Technology Council paper. It is used to justify the promotion of "edtech" throughout the public education system in BC. This happens in direct and indirect ways. For example, there are several publicly funded institutions who promote edtech. One is BCCAMPUS, which develops technology "solutions" for post-secondary institutions in BC. Here is there statement of purpose: BCcampus is a publicly funded organization that uses information technology to connect the expertise, programs, and resources of all B.C. post-secondary institutions under a collaborative service delivery framework. We provide valued services to institutions, ensuring B.C. learners, educators, and administrators get the best, most effective technologies and services for their learning and teaching needs.  We provide an ICT infrastructure for student data exchange, shared services, online learning and distance education, communities of practice and online resources for educators. Needless to say, they also don't seem to do much to question the value of technology enhancement and integration. It is a given that it is good. In the K-12 world, we have ERAC. Schools and Districts can choose to join ERAC and access their group software purchasing agreements. But they do more than this: ERAC also provides leadership in the areas of new technology and new media and their potential roles in education. We provide educators with research-based trends and also encourage sharing of knowledge and experience within the membership. So public dollars go to ERAC via school Districts to support these edtech initiatives. I am just scratching the surface, but what is clear is that there is a substantial and growing public/private infrastructure that promotes educational technology. And promotes it on the basis that the starting point for consideration is that expansion of technology in schools is valuable. People in these positions cannot evaluate the science in a neutral manner. They have an interest. If they are employed in one of these institutions, or have made a career in the world of edtech, they have a personal interest. 3. There is an "attack" atmosphere towards those who conduct research into the risks of wifi and those who are active to make those risks known to the public. Consider, for example, the experiences of one scientist who described the climate for research in this talk at Harvard: http://www.law.harvard.edu/news/2011/11/18_safra-center-cellphone-radiation-corruption.html#.T9YSzQGDl3c In his lecture, “Protection Against Radiation is in Conflict with Science,” Adlkofer discussed the difficulties he and other scientists face when presenting research on the carcinogenic effects of electromagnetic fields emanating from cell phones. He also discussed the institutional corruption which he says obstructs their research. Even at the low level of twitter feeds, there is a tendency to paint those concerned with the health effects of wifi as unscientific and irrational. 4. There is fairly wide variation in the response of public health officials. In particular, European health agencies have taken a much stricter approach to setting standards and exposure levels. The Toronto Board of Health produced the following comparison chart: 5. Given the factors already listed, we can look back on history and consider how these similar responses impeded a timely reaction against other technologies that had harm to human health, such as asbestos, cigarettes, and lead. There is a pattern of public debate that obfuscates the promotion of public health as the first and most legitimate priority when there are profits to be made. This is just the health discussion. The next consideration, in my view, is to consider what is to be gained from the use of wifi in schools. Interestingly, this debate takes on many of the same hues. The corporate interests in pushing technology cloud the discussion. There is rarely any meaningful talk about what is lost when technology is introduced. And there is sometimes an almost frenzied attachment to a pro-technology viewpoint. No doubt those parents in York Region looked at the issue somewhat differently - probably just based on their lived experience. This year, my own daughter came home one day having completed a note taking assignment on an iPad. She had to share with others (although our District spent $340,000 on Apple products last year, there was not a full class set). She and the other students struggled with the awkward typing interface. No doubt the iPad sat in her lap, and no-one warned her of the potential for radiation exposure that even Apple indicated in the product manual for an iPad, that they should be held away from the body. If there is a health risk, is an experience like this worth it? I laughed earlier this year when someone responded to my tweet about the advantages of outdoor Kindergartens by suggesting that wireless devices were great because they enabled schooling to take place outdoors more easily - just grab your laptop and go. What a statement this is about how we view nature and outdoors - just another place to compute in? Don't get me wrong - there are many wonderful, advantageous aspects to using computers in education. But far too many people are in far too much of a hurry to adopt new technologies without any thoughtful reasons because the atmosphere of the discussion predisposed an outcome - that technological enhancement is inherently of value. The wifi debate is no different. It is obscured by bias, conflict of interest and corporate influence. Given this, I choose precaution. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 9:59 AM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 4 comments: dougsymingtonApril 8, 2013 at 10:43 PM I'm familiar with the "attack" response to anyone brave, or fool enough, to question the health impacts of wireless technologies. "Self-appointed wireless industry attack dogs" are quick to denigrate and dismiss any and all demented enough to question the safety of wireless, especially for youth ReplyDelete Concerned ParentsApril 10, 2013 at 10:22 AM Tech industry tries to brainwash the public that WiFi is the "only" way to "quality education". Their Marketing Depts call wireless devices "SMART" and call classrooms and students "connected" when hooked up with WiFi and individual wireless devices. Connected to who? To electronics but not the teachers and each other. Researcher such as UK's neuroscientist Susan Greenfield (and many more) who are not funded by Ed Tech corporations do not agree with those marketing taglines. In fact, the lack of empathy and reduction in the ability to perceive are among many parameters observed in children and youth with increased electronics and screen time. (Summary here: http://youtu.be/iEc2p8UcFeU) Health is also a pressing concern. Switzerland's leading IT and telecom company, Swisscom, admited 10 years ago in their patent document that WiFi frequency is "genotoxic". http://patentscope.wipo.int/search/en/detail.jsf?docId=WO2004075583&recNum=1&maxRec=&office=&prevFilter=&sortOption=&queryString=&tab=PCTDescription Swisscom provides free fibre-optic wiring to Swiss schools for children. Here in BC, schools are flooded with wireless routers and are stocking up iPads for 21st Century Learning, but little (mostly - no) safety protocol is provided to teachers on how to avoid and reduce radiofrequency exposure from the use of iPads. The manufacturer actually states in their user manual that if the iPads are not "correctly" held, the radiation level will EXCEED governments' exposure limits to humans. Please see these links for further explanation: iPad User Manual's Safety Warning and Disclaimer. Have You Read It? http://www.safeinschool.org/2013/04/ipad-user-manuals-safety-warning-and.html 21st Century Learning: Higher Radiation from iPads on WiFi than Cellphones that are Actively Transmitting http://www.safeinschool.org/2013/03/health-canadas-wifi-myth.html Tara, your assessment of the BC Tech Council is absolutely correct. The provincial government treats Education as a gateway for marketing our BC IT industry. There was no consultation with teachers and parents to ascertain actual padagogical values before $millions was spent on wireless "upgrades". Instead of reading studies funded by Smart Tech, Dell or Cisco, or following tweets and suggestions of people whose jobs or employers are predicated on the expansion of wireless, we recommend the advice from these governmental bodies and doctors' associations who looked at the available science critically and upheld Precaution and Avoidance for the safety of children and teachers. http://www.safeinschool.org/2013/02/medical-advisory-wifi-radiation-and.html Thanks, Tara, for your excellent summary of the state of affairs regarding WiFi in Schools.ReplyDelete richardApril 10, 2013 at 9:50 PM To be clear, Tara: you're arguing that a few folks are the only ones who truly understand how wireless technology works. You're arguing that every international public health body has been somehow corrupted or bought off by industry. More than that, you're arguing that the innumerable companies involved in wireless technology are deliberately harming their users, attacking innocent bystanders, and threatening the future of the human race. I'm a conspiracy fan from way back, but this exceeds anything that I find remotely credible. I'm really pleased that you're so concerned about our children's health, and about the future of education in BC, but on this issue, I'm baffled by the underlying approach. If research starts to show that there are health concerns, then all of us paying attention to this debate are going to start arguing against wifi. I'm one of the "low level of twitter feeds" you mention, and I can say that my friends and colleagues, like me, would shift our positions in a heartbeat if there was credible research, by credible researchers, in anything like the volume necessary to call the overwhelming majority view into question. Most of us have no stake whatsoever in technological research or development, either, so I get really offended at blanket allegations of bias or conflict of interest. But that's a subject for another day. If I might make a suggestion for those who, like you, would like to see anti-wifi science being taken seriously: find credible sources. Martha Herbert, for example, isn't someone you want associated with your position, because of her comments about autism's relationship with vaccination. If the only sciency-sounding, academic-looking publications are coming from suspect writers, there's just no way that their ideas are going to be taken seriously. If you want to take down a consensus, you'll be better off not relying on people whose associations with unrelated conspiracy theories have already come under significant attack.ReplyDelete Tara EhrckeApril 11, 2013 at 9:12 PM 1. The science is complex and most people rely on those with some expertise for advice. Hence the existence and reliance on health regulation bodies. 2. As I said, the regulatory bodies have very different standards. There is not "consensus". 3. Yes, companies that profit from their products knowingly produce and market harmful substances. The cigarette industry and the pharmaceutical industry are excellent examples about which many people have written extensively. Companies that produce wireless technology products have every reason (profits) to promote the view that the risks of their products are minimal. 4. "If research starts to show..." Research is not conducted in a vacuum. It happens in a world in which politics has influence as well as science. Again, take a a look at the pharmaceutical industry and how they "game the stats" with research. 5. Being on the pro-tech bandwagon is the easy position and if you want career advancement and grant opportunities, this will be helpful. Universities are now so influenced by corporate research dollars it is harder and harder to find genuinely independent research anywhere.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ▼  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ▼  April (3) Education and the provincial election #C21Can and the "skills" debate Wifi in schools ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8270,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 1, September 2004 O, Mom let me play "Katchian Kaliyan" a poem on child labour in Punjabi by Sharif Anjam—literal translation by Riaz A. Chaudhry. Short is the phase of tender age, O mom Do not interrupt my simple pursuits At the dawn of my life, O mom Let me play, let me play Machines and tools are not toys They crush my little hands They hurt my brain, O mom Let me play, let me play In the workshop or the eatery Despite my toil I am thrashed Tattered is my apparel, O mom Let me play, let me play To hell with woeful knots of rugs Injurious to my little bones They cause pain in my neck, O mom Let me play, let me play Wretched are our days and nights A burden to carry for whole of life Chain me not to a sinking weight, O mom Let me play, let me play Let me play with my simple toys Do not snatch them, O mom Childhood shall be gone tomorrow Let me play, let me play Just for a loaf of bread, O mom Don’t barter way my charm Crush not my hopes, O mom Let me play, let play Destroy not slender twigs, O mom Crush not the floral branch You are my only hope, O mom Let me play, let me play My wishes may not die out My hopes may not wither away Time is like a hanging sword, O mom Let me play, let me play Small is our home no doubt Dark is our fate no doubt But I have a vision to change it, O mom Let me play, let me play To ward off our crass poverty To blot out our perpetual gloom Encourage me a lot, O mom Let me play, let me play For building up my career for brightening up my future Send me to a school, O mom Send me to a school – Sharif Anjam Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=20630,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > March 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 5, March 2010  President’s message A recent ruling by arbitrator James Dorsey has given teachers another significant victory on the issue of class size and composition. In the fall, Dorsey heard evidence on 81 classes. Those classes represented over 1,500 classes that the BCTF claims were in violation of the class-size and composition legislation in the 2006–07 and 2007–08 school years. Dorsey ruled in favour of the BCTF in 21 of the cases. In this most recent ruling, Dorsey awarded compensation in the form of 70 days of release time to the 20 teachers of the classes found to be in violation of the legislation. It has taken a great deal of time and legal arguments but we can finally advise teachers with difficult classes over the legislated limits that there is a process to deal with those classes. Teachers must attend consultation meetings and disagree with the organization of class. The BCTF will file grievances and, at least in some cases, teachers will be compensated. Bit-by-bit, step-by-step, we are making progress on the issue of working and learning conditions. The ruling places a number of obligations on principals and superintendents. Principals must consult thoroughly and genuinely. Principals and superintendents may find themselves testifying that classes are “appropriate for student learning,“ when clearly they are not. And, if they are not careful, their actions will result in boards having to pay compensation to teachers. We can only hope that this will be enough of a disincentive to push administrators and boards into making every effort to meet the limits in the first place. Dorsey’s remedy ruling is a very important victory because it serves to remind us to be vigorous in our opposition to classes that do not meet the limits and are not educationally sound. The work is not over yet. We now must apply the ruling to the 1,500 outstanding cases from 2006–2008. And we will need to analyze the impact on the 2008–09, 2009–10 class-size grievances. In spite of the victory of course, there are still major difficulties to face. One problem is that the original Dorsey ruling was not nearly as strong as we would have liked. This is particularly true with respect to the deference given to the principals’ and superintendents’ opinion on the “appropriateness of students’ learning.” The original ruling served as a disappointing reminder that the legislation was so very weak to begin with. Weak legislation with no funding attached has created a situation where thousands of classes exceed the limits and students do not get the support they need. As always, our major challenge is convincing the Liberal government to provide the funding for reasonable class-size limits, specialist teachers, and all of the other supports that children need. Instead, every day seems to bring more disturbing news about teacher layoffs and school closures. This year trustees and parents have been speaking out about the erosion of our public education system due to underfunding. We need to build strong alliances with other groups and use every tool we have to continue to pressure the government to provide the funding we need, to ensure that every child’s needs are met in our schools. Irene Lanzinger Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9852,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept./Oct. 2002 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 1, Sept./Oct. 2002 2002–03 Retirement planning seminars   All teachers age 40+ should plan to attend one of the retirement-planning seminars listed. There is no pre-registration, nor fee. Seminars are on Saturdays from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. The agenda includes what retirement is, the Teachers’ Pension Plan, legal issues, retirement experiences, pension calculations, and personal advice. Make sure to bring a calculator and your most recent pension statement. Younger teachers are welcome. Date Location October 19, 2002 Chilliwack, Tzeachten First Nations Hall November 2, 2002 Richmond, Best Western Richmond Inn November 2, 2002 Smithers, Hudson Bay Lodge November 16, 2002 Surrey, Sheraton Guildford November 23, 2002 Burnaby, Radisson Hotel Burnaby November 30, 2002 Langley, IWA Canada January 11, 2003 North Vancouver, Holiday Inn Hotel & Suites January 18, 2003 Nanaimo, Coast Bastion Hotel January 25, 2003 Coquitlam, Westwood Plateau G&C Club February 8, 2003 Vancouver, Plaza 500 February 15, 2003 Delta, Town and Country Inn February 15, 2003 Courtenay, The Villas @ Crown Isle March 1, 2003 Prince George, Coast Inn of the North March 8, 2003 Kelowna, Ramada Lodge Hotel March 8, 2003 Nelson, Prestige Inn March 29, 2003 Kamloops, U. College of the Cariboo April 5, 2003 Dawson Creek, George Dawson Inn April 5, 2003 Port Hardy, Airport Inn April 12, 2003 Cranbrook, Heritage Inn April 12, 2003 Victoria, Holiday Inn     Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/SocialJustice.aspx?id=20938&printPage=true,BCTF > International Solidarity > The Victoria-Taiama School Project  	BCTF Social Justice  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Social Justice > Programs and Workshops > International Solidarity The Victoria-Taiama School Project The Victoria-Taiama School Project is a penpal project with a focus on developing responsible global citizens. Children ages 6 to 12 in Canada and Sierra Leone have been exchanging letters, gifts, and information since 1993. The children make personal connections and learn about life in each others’ countries. Canadian children learn about their similarities and differences with children from a very different culture and economic situation. Questions about the lifestyle and living conditions in Sierra Leone have led to appreciation of the culture of Sierra Leone and discussions about underlying causes of the disparities. Empathy and compassion for their friends has led to fundraising projects to help provide them with school supplies. The history of the project goes back to its origins as a penpal exchange club, founded by Maureen Mark and Eric Sama in 1993 with students from their respective schools, Campus View Elementary in Victoria, BC, and Ahmadiyya Primary School in Taiama, Sierra Leone. The two founders had met in 1974 when Maureen was a volunteer with Canadian Crossroads International and Eric was a young student. The friendship continued through the years, and when Eric also became a teacher they both saw the educational possibilities of children exchanging letters. The ten-year civil war disrupted the program for three years, but was re-established in 2001. The letter-exchange program transferred from Campus View Elementary School to Marigold Elementary School when Maureen transferred schools in 2006. A charity, the Victoria-Taiama School Project, was formed in 2003 to promote community fundraising to help rebuild the school, which was destroyed during the war. For photos and further information, please check the website www.taiama.org. Submitted by Maureen Mark, teacher, Marigold Elementary School, SD 61 maureenmark@shaw.ca March 2010)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "October is #FosterFamilyMonth. Thank you #BC for opening your homes and hearts to more than 5,900 children and youth." @John_Yap - 11:14pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=14102,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov/Dec. 1996 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 9, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 1996 Journeys of Justice Explorations in justice-making for B.C.'s schools by Peter Owens What do law camps, mock trials, fairytales, and First Nations' oral stories have in common? They are all part of an innovative approach to law-related education for B.C.'s students. B.C. is in the forefront of law-related education among the commonwealth countries and the world. Interest in this programming has come from England, Germany, Australia, New Zealand, South Africa, and the United States. The goal is to ensure that all British Columbians have access to knowledge and opportunities to understand how their justice system works. The approach is to build bridges between our justice system and B.C's diverse communities. A bridge goes both ways, and programs to educate the public must be accompanied by programs to educate justice-system personnel on the needs of B.C.'s diverse communities. The Law Courts Education Society has been bridge building for seven years. The society was created in response to government action on the Access to Justice Report of 1988. That report made one of its priorities the delivery of education programs for schools and the public, to increase public access to our justice system. Today, the society has a core of seven full-time and four part-time staff working out of the Prince George, Kamloops, Surrey, Kelowna, and Vancouver courthouses to provide programs for most communities in the province. An experiential approach to learning is at the heart of the society's work. All programs have a common core: developing the educational resources needed to educate students, clients, and community members about the operation of the justice system. providing opportunities for students and the public to courtwatch by visiting the courts and seeing them in action. organizing educational sessions with judges, lawyers, court clerks, and sheriffs so that people understand the human dimension of our justice system. arranging mock trials and other simulations so that participants learn about justice-system procedures and experience first-hand how our system works. Working with schools Every school day from mid-September until late June, a dozen school classes visit courthouses throughout B.C. Law 12, Socials 11, and intermediate students come to the courts to watch trials, meet with judges, and conduct mock trials. Last year, the society organized educational visits to the courts for close to 2,000 groups, more than 45,000 British Columbians. Groups visit for a morning or a full day. They receive an orientation on the court system as well as background information on the court list of current trials. They then visit several criminal and civil trials to hear lawyers argue a case for or against an accused person or plaintiff. A murder or personal-injury case may take several weeks, so a one-day visit is but a glimpse into the complexity of the trial. Other cases, such as those in provincial court (theft under $1,000, break and enter) are relatively short. The students may hear opening arguments, witness direct and cross examination, and hear closing arguments in the space of two hours. The drama is real. The seriousness of the matter before the courts is not lost on the students. A day in the courts is always a lesson in real life and the personal consequences of antisocial behaviour or human conflict. Many groups also have an opportunity to meet with a judge or with other justice-system personnel. Last year, 500 judges gave up their lunch time to speak to students and answer their questions. Another 600 sheriffs, court clerks, defence lawyers, and crown prosecutors shared their working experiences with students. For others, a day at the courts means the chance to dress up in court robes and conduct a mock trial. Last year, 400 mock trials of Grade 6, Grade 7, and Law 12 students occurred in courtrooms throughout British Columbia. Many of these are short mock trials from the society's "Legal Safari" curriculum and involve an accused who stole a teacher's car, or is a fairytale character such as the wolf from Little Red Riding Hood or Jack of the Beanstalk fame. These mock trials take place at lunch time, with the courts in recess. Other mock trials are lengthy affairs, spread over one or several evenings. The trials often cover drug or murder scenarios, but some deal with complex issues such as the battered wife's syndrome or temporary mental disorder. These complex cases challenge students to develop good questioning techniques, strong public-speaking skills, and analytical reasoning. Early primary classes don't come to the courts; however, several scripted fairytale mock trials exist for these students, and the society is always willing to provide fairytale costumes for the occasion. The Law Courts Education Society also provides curricula and courtwatching for French immersion and English-as-second-language students; it organizes job shadowing in the system for hundreds of Career and Personal Planning (CAPP) students annually; it conducts careers sessions; and it sells a range of curricula materials to schools. Going to remote communities The society's northern co-ordinator spends many months on the road, travelling 20,000 km annually. She visits remote schools and organizes programs for youth who live in tiny villages or reserves throughout the north. Some of the programs--called law camps or court links--bring youth to local towns for three-day sessions on the justice system, from arrest to trial to corrections. Youth meet with police, visit the police station, learn about arrest procedures, go to court, watch trials, conduct a mock trial, meet local leaders or elders, and then visit the corrections facility. The programs are eye-openers for youth. Misconceptions are cleared away, and the consequences of the choices that youth have are made clear. Working with First Nations youth and immigrant and visible-minority communities: international awards Several society programs have won international awards of excellence. One such program is called "First Nations Journeys of Justice." This holistic curriculum for students in Kindergarten to Grade 7 uses aboriginal oral stories as the foundation for learning about concepts of justice. Fifty professional-development workshops on the curriculum and the techniques of storytelling are being organized by the society for teachers from band schools and for teachers from public schools with large First Nations populations. The society won a second international award for examining the assumptions and misconceptions of newcomers about the justice system. The work has led to the development of educational programs in nine languages for newcomers and visible-minority communities. Currently, the society is working in partnership with 20 immigrant-service agencies to educate newcomers and visible-minority communities about our justice system. Building bridges to the system and communities with special needs Creating sustainable bridges means more than educating the public on how to access our justice system. It also means working within the system so that it is more accessible to British Columbians. The society is providing court staff with diversity-awareness training on the needs of visible minority and First Nations communities. It also organizes community-liaison evenings for B.C. judges with visible minority communities. More recently, the society has concentrated on developing legal pictionary materials for British Columbians who are mentally challenged and an ASL video for the deaf. Conclusion Clarence Darrow once said that "Laws should be like clothes. They should be made to fit the people they serve." Surely, this is also true for our justice system. An accessible justice system is essential for public confidence and comfort. For this reason, it is important that all school students and the public learn about our justice system and visit the courts to experience how they work. Peter Owens is an assistant director in the BCTF's Organization Support Division and editor of Teacher newsmagazine. For more information about the Law Courts Education Society or to make a group booking, call the society's head office, located at the Vancouver Law Courts building at (604) 660-9870 At the time of publication the future of the Law Courts Education Society is uncertain because the Ministry of the Attorney General is considering the eliminaton of society core funding as of March 31, 1997. On October 24, 1996, the BCTF Executive Committee decided to write to the Attorney General with copies to the Minister of Education urging immediate reconsideration of the decision to eliminate the funding. You are encouraged to write to the Attorney General, Room 232, Parliament Building, Victoria, BC V8V 1X4. Quotable... Co-ordinator at law camp: "Summary conviction offences include theft under $1,000, joyriding, and some assaults." Student: "Somersaults! What's wrong with somersaults?" "We have always found the sessions to be informative, relevant, and useful (in educational terms) for our kids. The Law Courts Society has always presented our legal system to the kids in the most meaningful way." --James Jones, Nova/Van Tech Secondary School "Use of an actual courtroom as well as the robes and other props added to the realism of the trial and provided us with an enjoyable and very worthwhile experience." --Law 12 classes, Kitsilano Secondary School "Before visiting the court, I was afraid of going there. But now I'm interested in the law. I appreciate your giving me a chance to visit the court." --Karen, Coquitlam student "This group has single handedly raised the awareness of our legal system by the general public immensely. This, in turn, has resulted in an immeasurable gain in public understanding and confidence in one of the fundamental foundations of our democratic system." --Mitchell Houg, Prince George crown counsel Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11996,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2001 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 13, Number 4, Jan./Feb. 2001 Opinion Affiliation by Paul Waterlander I would like to add a bit of a perspective from a younger teacher (the year I can retire without penalty is 2025). Mr. Saprunoff’s comments (Teacher, Nov./Dec. 2000) questioning why teachers are in unions is one we younger teachers tend to hear quite often in the staffrooms across the province. Saprunoff seems to gaze back to the past, the “golden years” of no prep-time, mandatory lunch-hour supervision, the good ol’ boys network of how a teacher was hired and fired, the days teachers had to bring in their own coal to heat their rooms, as if those were the best of times. I disagree with Saprunoff’s opinion that teachers, “…control our own destiny… Our voices are heard every day… We do not need the affiliation of any other unions to get our issues heard.” I see many difficult challenges ahead in public education: governments that react with hostility to unionized labour, privatization of education, a shortage of qualified teachers, management itching to increase class sizes and have final approval of class makeup, and unsafe school work areas and conditions. Contrary to Saprunoff’s observation, the more years I spend teaching, the less teachers seem to be listened to. More and more, important educational decisions are being made contrary to the recommendations made by the teachers, who are in the trenches every day (school accreditation is one clear example of the trend). The BCTF will play a major role in being the teacher’s political voice on all the issues. I sense your frustration in that teachers were “forced” to become a union (another government decision), but we are a union out of self-preservation. What teacher in B.C. feels so professional that you can confidently walk into a district superintendent’s office, negotiate a contract spelling out salary, courses to be taught, class size, the number of honour students or students with special needs you get, sick days, professional development days, and pension all on your own? Without being laughed out of the office? Saprunoff states his frustration in losing pay over the CUPE strike. Believe me, my wife and I and my two young children were also frustrated over losing a week of my salary. All teachers felt the loss of income. But to blame the BCTF for this failure is to not understand the situation. CUPE wanted to sit down with our employer’s group, BCPSEA, but CUPE could not get them to agree to anything with substance. Since BCPSEA’s inception, no labour group has been able to negotiate anything with BCPSEA. The government appointed an arbitrator, but that appointed person went on vacation for a week, leaving CUPE with one option: strike. Our own provincial government chose to interfere in the historical right for labour to withhold services until a contract is negotiated by legislating us all back to work. Is that CUPE’s fault? Is that the BCTF’s fault for supporting our CUPE colleagues who literally keep our schools running cleanly and efficiently? I think not. Lay the blame where it belongs: on BCPSEA and our provincial government. I do not know enough about the issue of the BCTF’s possibly becoming affiliated with the B.C. Federation of Labour, but I do support the theory of strength in numbers. And I do support any group that supports teachers in promoting the values of public education. It is ironic that the main issue for Saprunoff is pensions. After dutifully serving 26 years in the profession, you deserve a good pension, but who do you think negotiates pensions with the government? Yes, those rotten unions! Teachers of B.C. should reflect in this bargaining year about what it means to be part of a union. Don’t buy into the media stereotyping of unions as evil, protectors of the lazy. All the history I study and teach shows union workers as hardworking and self-sacrificing people who stand up to injustice in the workplace wherever it occurs. Unions are not a relic of the past as long as injustice and exploitation still occur on a daily basis, even in good old B.C. With all due respect to Mr. Saprunoff, after one of my long days teaching and meeting and marking and supervising and phoning and planning, I sure feel like a labourer—and I am a professional—and I’m union, and I don’t think the three have to be exclusive of one another. Paul Waterlander teaches at Belmont Secondary School, Victoria. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11038,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2002 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 14, Number 6, April 2002 President’s message In January and February our resistance to the government’s attack on public education and public services was front page news. Since that time the media have turned their attention to other stories. The individual choices that members have made to reduce or withdraw their participation in voluntary activities have been stressful and frustrating. Even worse, school boards have begun to announce the layoffs and cuts in services to students that we predicted would be the result of Bills 27 and 28 and the defunding of the system. In the face of all of this it would be easy to become demoralized—and it would play right into Mr. Campbell’s plans. Instead, let’s take a look at what’s been happening. As I write, the chief judge of the provincial court has lost confidence in the attorney general and the lawyers are voting on whether to censure him. Family doctors say government spending cuts are harming patients and will lead to higher healthcare costs. They report that higher pharmacare premiums threaten the health of seniors. The Anglican Bishops, the United and Presbyterian Churches, the Canadian Jewish Congress, the Canadian Muslim Federation, Citizens for Public Justice (an evangelical Christian group), the Human Rights Commission, and the Civil Liberties’ Association have all denounced the government’s treaty referendum. On April 10, a new grassroots parent group, Save Our Schools, held its first rally in Vancouver and got great media response. Their spokespeople called on the Vancouver school trustees to refuse to implement the government’s cuts. Across the province resistance to the Campbell Liberals is growing and becoming more united. Our plan to advocate for public education, which was passed overwhelmingly at our AGM, lays out a detailed program. It includes emphasis on building community coalitions, our legal challenges to the government’s legislation, involvement in fall trustee elections, holding Mr. Campbell and Ms. Clark publicly accountable for their disastrous education policies, the building of a widely supported Charter for Public Education, and much more. We will be seeking your involvement in and support for these initiatives. Each member can make a contribution. The struggle that the Campbell government has forced on us will be long and taxing, but the stakes are high. Teachers’ commitment to justice and equity will not be extinguished. We can and will build a better British Columbia. David Chudnovsky Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141007,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/FassbenderMLA/status/335155232751378432?screen_name=FassbenderMLA&screen_name=FassbenderMLA&id=335155232751378432&id=335155232751378432,Peter Fassbender on Twitter: "Congrats!! “@FrostingCupcake: here's a sneak peak at our new store @DowntownLangley ! (Corner of Fraser Hwy &... http://t.co/ipjVlT94kY”" Twitter Search query Search Twitter Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Language: English Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Have an account? Sign in New to Twitter? Join Today » Sign In Phone, email or username Password Sign in Remember me Forgot password? Already using Twitter via text message? Follow Following Unfollow Blocked Unblock Pending Cancel Peter FassbenderVerified account ‏ @FassbenderMLA 16 May 2013 Congrats!! “ @FrostingCupcake: here's a sneak peak at our new store @DowntownLangley ! (Corner of Fraser Hwy &... http://fb.me/2n3JXD846 ” Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet 3:10 PM - 16 May 2013 Frosting Cupcakery ‏ @FrostingCupcake 16 May 2013 @Fassbender4MLA @DowntownLangley (Thanks as always for your support :-) Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Don’t miss any updates from Peter Fassbender © 2014 Twitter About Help Ads info Close Flag this media This has already been marked as containing sensitive content. Flag this as containing potentially illegal content. Submit Cancel Learn more about flagging media Dismiss Close Previous Next Close Go to a person's profile Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Close Retweet this to your followers? Cancel Retweet Close Are you sure you want to delete this Tweet? Cancel Delete Close Block Cancel Block Add a location to your Tweets When you tweet with a location, Twitter stores that location. You can switch location on/off before each Tweet and always have the option to delete your location history. Learn more Turn location on Not now Turn off location Close Profile summary Close Your lists Close Create a new list List name Description Under 100 characters, optional Privacy Public · Anyone can follow this list Private · Only you can access this list Save list Close Close Embed this Tweet Add this Tweet to your website by copying the code below. Learn more Hmm, there was a problem reaching the server. Try again? Include parent Tweet Include media Preview Close Sign up for Twitter Not on Twitter? Sign up, tune into the things you care about, and get updates as they happen. Have an account? Sign in » Close Two-way (sending and receiving) short codes: Country Code For customers of United States 40404 (any) Canada 21212 (any) United Kingdom 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM Haiti 40404 Digicel, Voila Ireland 51210 Vodafone, O2 India 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Indonesia 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » See SMS short codes for other countries Close Confirmation)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=20594,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > March 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 5, March 2010  Book reviews A boy after the sea: An untold story Kevin Snook. Snook Publishing, Vancouver, BC/England, 2009. 232 pps, $55 Kevin Snook’s son Dan, loved the sea and it was his dream to become a fisherman. At age 16, leaving his parents and two brothers in British Columbia, he headed down to Oregon, to work a season on a commercial fishing boat. But when Dan came back home, he was a changed person and began taking drugs. Finally after rehabilitation, Dan’s parents learned their son had been sexually abused by his employer. Out of fear, Dan refused to lay charges. (His employer is still at large.) But Dan’s ordeal wasn’t over. He continued to use drugs and died of an overdose at age 19. Dan’s death devastated his family and now his father, a professional chef, has called on his culinary colleagues around the world to help compile a book of seafood recipes, dedicated to Dan’s memory. A boy after the sea is a beautiful coffee-table-sized book, with photographs accompanying 14 internationally known chefs’ commentary and favourite recipe. Additionally, Snook’s book considers environmental concerns while honouring the bounty of the sea. Snook offers information about a foundation he has set up in his son’s name, to help troubled youth, ages 15 to 25, who have been subject to sexual or substance abuse. In the book’s forward, Snook writes: “Despite being a very close family our world was torn apart when our 19-year-old son Dan died of a drug overdose. His all too brief existence in this world had been scarred by sexual abuse, inflicted whilst he worked 18-hour shifts on a commercial fishing boat. Isolated at sea, with no land in sight, this became too much for a young man to deal with. In my heart I believe that my son took his own life, seeking a better place to be.” Snook also writes: “If this foundation achieves nothing more than to save the lives of one or two young people, and to restore their faith in other people, then I will have achieved my goal.” Copies of the book are available at Barbara Jo’s Books to Cooks store in Vancouver and online at the foundation site. All financial proceeds go toward the foundation. Statistics show one in six males are sexually abused, and one in three females. Providing counselling assistance to children and youth is essential. For more information, contact: www.1in6.org, www.dansnooktrustfoundation.com. Janet Nicol, Killarney Secondary School, Vancouver. Groundwork guides Groundwork Guides is a social issues series published by Groundwood Books, a children’s book imprint of House of Anansi Press. The mandate of this series is to “offer both a lively introduction and a strong point of view” on “pressing and sometimes controversial topics,” including imperialism, Islam, oil, pornography, slavery, and urban development. These books are suitable for senior secondary students, and I recently provided them as a research essay resource in my English 12 classes. So far the response from them has been positive. Students report having learned a lot, and have commented that key points are readily accessible. These books are readable, and loaded with interesting facts that will be new to most readers. In general I would give the series a thumbs up, with a few misgivings. Strangely, the US massacre of millions of Vietnamese civilians has been omitted from the guide titled Genocide, and Empire fails to acknowledge the Mongolian empire. Regardless, the Groundwork series is a welcome resource for social issues discussions in the classroom. (More information can be found at tinyurl.com/6lxa3n.) This review first appeared in The Global Educator, journal of the Peace and Global Education (PAGE) PSA (www.pagebc.ca). Patrik Parkes, Moscrop Secondary School, Burnaby. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141008,thetyee.ca,http://thetyee.ca/Blogs/TheHook/2014/10/06/Postmedia-could-own-every-English-newspaper/,Postmedia could soon own almost every English newspaper in Canada. What could possibly go wrong? | The Hook, A Tyee blog. About Advertise Follow Support RSS Topic Aboriginal Affairs BC Election 2013 BC Politics Education Energy Environment Federal Politics Film Food Gender + Sexuality Health Housing Labour + Industry Local Economy Media Municipal Politics Music Photo Essays Podcasts Politics Rights + Justice Science + Tech Transportation Travel Urban Planning + Architecture News Culture Opinion National MediaCheck Solutions Join Craving crack civic election coverage? Help fund it... The Hook: Political news, freshly caught Postmedia could soon own almost every English newspaper in Canada. What could possibly go wrong? By Emma Gilchrist Published October 6, 2014 10:19 am |  Comments   Tweet Postmedia has struck a $316 million deal to buy 175 of Quebecor’s English-language newspapers, specialty publications and digital properties, including the Sun chain of papers, according to a report in the Globe and Mail this morning. If it passes regulatory hurdles, the deal will mark a step further down the path of media concentration in Canada. What does this mean for Canadians in practical terms? In Calgary, for instance, the Calgary Sun would be owned by the same company as the Calgary Herald. In Toronto, the Toronto Sun and 24 Hours would be owned by the same company as the National Post. In Ottawa, the Ottawa Sun would be owned by the same company as the Ottawa Citizen. And in Edmonton, the Edmonton Sun would be owned by the same company as the Edmonton Journal. It’s Vancouver that takes the cake for media concentration though -- Postmedia already owned the Vancouver Sun and The Province, but if the deal goes through it will take over the free daily 24 Hours as well. In a statement, Postmedia president and CEO Paul Godfrey said the company intends “to continue to operate the Sun Media major market dailies and their digital properties side by side with our existing properties in markets with multiple brands as we have in Vancouver with the Province and the Vancouver Sun for more than 30 years.” Sean Holman, journalism professor at Mount Royal University, says the deal means three major things for the Canadian public. “First, I think the Canadian public should be worried about what this potential sale could mean for press freedom,” Holman says. “If you have one media owner with the capability to dictate editorial policy across almost every single major newspaper in the country, that is not a healthy thing. There may be assurances of newsroom editorial independence, but we have seen over the years that newsroom independence has been violated by Canadian media owners.” Holman also notes that as media companies encounter more financial trouble, business reasons are increasingly being used to compromise editorial standards. Case in point: In June, DeSmog Canada revealed that Postmedia had been running unlabelled oil advertorials. The second major reason Canadians should be worried about this deal has to do with press criticism, Holman says. “Right now, the Canadian media is not held to a very high level of accountability,” he says. “You look down in the States at the amount of media analysis and media criticism there is there and we simply can’t hold a candle to that. This potential sale will make that worse. “If there is only really one major employer behemoth, how reluctant are newspaper journalists going to be to criticize one of their few major potential employers?” Thirdly, Canadians ought to be worried about the capacity of the media to cover the important issues, Holman says. “[Postmedia CEO] Godfrey has said that the chain won’t be closing any of Sun Media’s properties in major markets. I note that that statement does not include minor markets. Without further clarification, at this point in time, we could see closures there… We could see layoffs.” “And as we reduce those newspaper resources and newsrooms themselves, that erodes the capacity of the media to perform its societal role which is to hold power to account.” Media capacity is getting to such a point in Canada that Holman says Canadians need to be having a serious national conversation about how we are going to hold power to account in the absence of companies that seem to be concerned with that. “I think this is certainly going to increase the pressure on independent and activist media to perform some of those tasks, which mainstream newsrooms may not be able to fulfill,” Holman says. Emma Gilchrist is deputy editor of DeSmog Canada. A version of this story first appeared on DeSmog, and is republished here with permission. Find more in: Media   Tweet Previous: VIEW: Voting for your principles is 'strategic voting' Next: LNG a chance, not a windfall, says BC throne speech What have we missed? What do you think? We want to know. Comment below. Keep in mind: Do: Verify facts, debunk rumours Add context and background Spot typos and logical fallacies Highlight reporting blind spots Ignore trolls Treat all with respect and curiosity Connect with each other Do not: Use sexist, classist, racist or homophobic language Libel or defame Bully or troll Troll patrol. Instead, flag suspect activity. Please enable JavaScript to view the comments powered by Disqus. comments powered by Disqus Browse by topic Aboriginal Affairs BC Election 2013 BC Politics Education Energy Environment Federal Politics Film Food Gender + Sexuality Health Housing Labour + Industry Local Economy Media Municipal Politics Music Photo Essays Podcasts Politics Rights + Justice Science + Tech Transportation Travel Urban Planning + Architecture Got feedback? Hot story tips? Zip them to our editor! Email here. The Hook Most Recent LNG a chance, not a windfall, says BC throne speech Postmedia could soon own almost every English newspaper in Canada. What could possibly go wrong? VIEW: Voting for your principles is 'strategic voting' Petition opposes BC's 'potential muzzling' of non-profits More troubles for BC's big LNG plans   Daily Weekly   The Hook Most Recent LNG a chance, not a windfall, says BC throne speech Postmedia could soon own almost every English newspaper in Canada. What could possibly go wrong? VIEW: Voting for your principles is 'strategic voting' Petition opposes BC's 'potential muzzling' of non-profits More troubles for BC's big LNG plans   The Tyee Most Recent Can 'Cuisine' Make a Better School Lunch? French kids eat like adults, and learn about food in the classroom. Should ours? Second in a series. How Much Do You Trust Canada's Wireless Giants? The Big Three keep waving off new measures to foster greater competition. Don't Give Postmedia More Local Monopolies Here's an idea for the Competition Bureau: promote competition. Inside the $316-Million Postmedia-Quebecor Deal A merger two years in the making tests Canada's competition laws yet again. Private Security Outnumber Border Services in Big Cities CBSA outsourcing under the microscope as custody death inquest concludes. Browse Stories by Topic Aboriginal Affairs BC Election 2013 BC Politics Education Energy Environment Federal Politics Film Food Gender + Sexuality Health Housing Labour + Industry Local Economy Media Municipal Politics Music Photo Essays Podcasts Politics Rights + Justice Science + Tech Transportation Travel Urban Planning + Architecture About The Tyee National Pool Contributors Advertise Contact Funding Jobs Master Classes Privacy Policy Submissions Support The Tyee News Culture Opinion National Mediacheck Solutions Video Publications Tyee News Weekly Archives The Hook Other BC Blogs Reported Elsewhere Steve Burgess Murray Dobbin Michael Geist Crawford Kilian Rafe Mair Andrew Nikiforuk Shannon Rupp Bill Tieleman Dorothy Woodend Follow The Tyee Subscribe by email Subscribe by RSS Tyee Mobile App Managed Hosting by Gossamer Threads × Share article via email Send this article to: Your email address: Your message: Would you like to receive The Tyee's headlines free by email? Yes, every day. Yes, once a week. I already subscribe. No, thanks. Submit Show form again » Close)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/BCTFNews.aspx?id=29954&printPage=true,BCTF News Vol 18., No. 10, April 24, 2013  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Newsletters and Alerts > BCTF News > 2012-13 Archives       Volume 18, Number 10, April 24, 2013  In this issue:   Vote!   Election campaigns need you  Speaking out against the attack on unions  Bargaining wraps up until after May election   Waiting!  Curriculum development in the context of change  Student Vote reaches record registrations  Member portal updates  PSA membership now online  SIP long term disability pay improvements and fee reduction for July 1  New teacher mentoring project   Vote! Are you registered? Ensure that you are registered to vote. There is still time: Go to the Elections BC website at where you can register online. Advance voting Advance voting begins on Wednesday, May 8, and continues over the next three days ending on Saturday, May 11, 2013. Voting hours on these days will be from 8:00 a.m.–8:00 p.m. (local time). For those who will not be able to use the advance poll, there is provision for a mail vote and voting in the district electoral office from April 16 to May 14. Voting Day  General Voting Day is Tuesday, May 14 between 8:00 a.m.–8:00 p.m. (Pacific Time). Election campaigns need you! Teachers can make a difference. Democracy relies on volunteers. Every candidate needs help. Offer some time to the candidate you support. Speaking out against the attack on unions In a challenge to the relentless attack on unions coming from the neo-liberal right wing the Broadbent Institute has released a compelling report on why unions are integral to a strong economy as well as equity and stability in communities. The report can be found at: “Union Communities, Healthy Communities”   Bargaining wraps up until after May election In the week leading up to the start of the provincial election campaign, the BCTF Provincial Bargaining Team met three more times with representatives from BCPSEA. Read the latest Report from the table on the MyBCTF portal. Bargaining at the provincial table has been suspended until after the May 14 election. Local bargaining will continue.   Waiting!  New video! Teachers at the AGM take the message to Christy Clark. On March 18, 2013, 700 teachers formed a massive line outside Premier Christy Clark's Vancouver Cabinet Office to let her know what services their students are waiting for. Filmed during the Annual General Meeting, the video features teachers advocating for their students ahead of the May 14 provincial election.    Curriculum development in the context of change On Saturday, April 6, 2013, the BCTF hosted the BCTF Forum: Curriculum development in the context of change, for the BCTF representatives chosen to participate on the Ministry of Education’s Provincial Curriculum Development Teams. There are 62 BCTF-selected representatives from throughout the province participating on eight curriculum development teams and the Standing Committee on Provincial Curriculum. The curriculum teams are: Arts education English Language Arts French as a first language French immersion Health & Physical education Math Science Social studies.  These members also represent K­–10 grade levels within the curriculum areas under redesign.  The goals of the forum were to: meet with curriculum teams and all representatives to exchange views on the collective task of curriculum development in the context of change. explore expectations, the process, the role and responsibilities of representatives to colleagues, the profession, and the union, and identify how the Federation can help. review the ministry initiatives for change and discuss the broad implications for learners and teachers, including collective agreement issues. participate in developing the Federation’s analysis, position, and the policy regarding curriculum, education change, and the future of education in BC.  The day was designed to be interactive and informative for the representatives, enabling them to discuss curriculum hopes, possibilities, and concerns, while also gaining some awareness of contexts such as bargaining. Teachers brainstormed roles and responsibilities, issues, implications, opportunities, and potential problems associated with such large-scale curriculum development.   All participants were invited to continue discussion with their curriculum groups, as well as all representatives, via e-mail lists. They were also encouraged to work through locals and PSAs to engage more teachers in the process.   In addition, BCTF Research and Information Services have created a wiki with resources that might be of interest and utility to BCTF curriculum representatives. This resource is also available to locals and can be found here.  Representatives worked in their curriculum groups, as well as in mixed curriculum groups. During plenary sessions, BCTF President Susan Lambert delivered the opening address, and First Vice-President Jim Iker talked about possible implications for the collective agreement. Joanna Larson, Executive Committee representative to the Standing Committee on Provincial Curriculum, addressed the assembly on “big picture” issues, so that in addition to curriculum being developed with some awareness of the bargaining context, BCTF representatives might also consider issues such as autonomy, diversity, and social justice. Second Vice-President Glen Hansman provided the closing address.   A BCTF staff team is currently reviewing participants’ input, and will be drafting a more comprehensive report which will be shared with all locals.  Student Vote reaches record registrations Student Vote reports an overwhelming response of 714 schools registered that beat the previous record by 130 more schools. Schools can still register before the April 29 deadline.   Almost every electoral riding has a school involved in Student Vote that takes place Monday, May 13. The results will be revealed to the public and shared with the media on election night, May 14. Check the map of registered schools.  Student Vote has also launched a portal site specific to the BC election. All the teacher resources can be found online. Having everything online will allow teachers to edit handouts to suit their needs, share resources easily with colleagues, and get started on the program from the moment of registration instead of waiting for the arrival of their package.  Elections BC joined with Student Vote to provide background and some resources including a video Why should youth care about democracy.   Student Vote has been embraced by teachers throughout Canada. In 2011, Student Vote joined with Operation Dialogue to form CIVIX, a national charitable organization. The mission is to grow young Canadians into engaged, committed, and active citizens.   Through active programming throughout Canada and promotion of student interest in federal and provincial elections, CIVIX hopes to build a healthy and active democracy inspired by the full participation of young Canadian citizens. Visit the Student Vote Facebook site.  Member portal updates New on www.MyBCTF.ca (login with your BCTF member ID and password): Watch the video of Marc Tremblay, English Language Learners PSA, on building PSA membership. Vote in our online poll: How are you participating in the May provincial election? Check out the members only Bargaining 2013 page for provincial bargaining updates and tabled BCTF and BCPSEA proposals.   PSA membership now online Looking to join one of the BCTF’s 33 Provincial Specialist Associations? For the first time, you can now register or renew your membership online. Our PSAs engage teachers in valuable professional development and serve as channels for members to exchange ideas on research, teaching strategies, curriculum development, and other shared interests. Join a PSA now.  SIP long term disability pay improvements and fee reduction for July 1 The BCTF Annual General Meeting voted to improve the Salary Indemnity Plan (SIP) benefits for members on long-term disability, and decreased the fee from 1.63% to 1.57%, a savings of $45 for the average member. New claims beginning July 1, 2013, will increase by an average of 7% and benefit levels were changed to more closely reflect federal income tax brackets. This is possible because SIP investments show continued strong growth. The last time benefit rules were adjusted was in 1992. The BCTF Salary Indemnity Plan is a self-funded disability plan for members whose sick leave has expired. In 2006 the BCTF negotiated a special allowance in addition to monthly salary to help cover the cost of the SIP. Other changes to the adjudication of claims will help part-time teachers who find they are disabled from teaching. For more information about your Salary Indemnity Plan, follow this link:    http://bctf.ca/SalaryAndBenefits.aspx?id=4782  New teacher mentoring project We are very pleased to announce that the BCTF- and UBC-sponsored New Teacher Mentoring Project has successfully secured ongoing funding from the Ministry of Education. We are excited to share the plan for development and growth of the project that builds on the momentum of the pilot launched this year within the three school districts of Kamloops Thompson, Kootenay Columbia, and Haida Gwaii.    The aim for growth and development of the New Teacher Mentoring Project over the next five years is to develop and strengthen the quality and sustainability of mentoring programs and processes, responsive to the differing contexts and cultures of schooling throughout the province of BC. With the ongoing commitment and support of select districts and locals, the mentoring model provides for the implementation of two project components.  The first component of the project offers each of three districts (representing different urban, suburban, and rural districts) over a three-year period the opportunity to develop and implement a new mentoring program for their teachers.  Expansion of the project to include three new districts will happen in 2014–15.  The mentoring project is designed for teachers both new to the profession and those transitioning within the profession as their assignments change. Support from the project will lay the foundation for a mentoring program that the district/local can self-sustain through organization and funding in the long term. Project funds allow release time for mentors and mentees to work together on their individual professional development goals. The project also offers mentor training workshops aimed to develop capacity and build mentorship skills, as well as opportunities for teachers committed to becoming mentorship teacher-leaders to work side by side with a facilitator.   The second component of the project offers districts the skills and tools to strengthen their current mentoring programs. This component will begin in 2013–14.   There are 29 districts in BC that currently have some form of mentorship program. There is much to learn from these successful programs. The NTMP co-ordinator will collaboratively plan with interested district/local leaders to increase mentor effectiveness within their program. Funding for teachers’ professional development release time will come from both project funds and district/local commitments.   For more information about the project, please contact the New Teacher Mentoring Project Co-ordinator Alison Davies, adavies@bctf.ca, 604-871-1823, (toll free 1-800-663-9163, local 1823).     )
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Foster parents are ordinary people engaged in extraordinary acts of kindness. Join the team! http://t.co/6jUkcsOp6V" @Teresa_Wat - 04:31pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Touring a natural gas drilling rig with @MLA Mike Bernier, and Brian from EnCana http://t.co/AifdJ4H07b" @Teresa_Wat - 06:01pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "Eid Mubarak to all those celebrating in BC!" @bcliberals - 06:52pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=33046,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2014 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 26, Number 6, May/June 2014   Book reviews The end of the school year: A time to look back and forward By Lucinda Tooker, teacher-librarian, Maple Ridge  Badger’s Bad Mood   The end of the school year provides an opportunity to recognize and express appreciation for what others have done for you and the school community throughout the year. I introduce this theme by reading Badger’s Bad Mood by Hiawyn Oram. Poor Badger is feeling unappreciated, so his caring friend Mole organizes an awards ceremony for all the forest animals. Who do you think wins the most awards? Badger, of course! After reading the story, I provide the children with blank awards forms so they can let someone in the school know how much they are appreciated. The Incredible Shrinking Teacher   Everyone remembers their “meanest teacher ever,” but Miss Irma Birmbaum out means them all in The Incredible Shrinking Teacher by Lisa Passen. Miss Birmbaum gets her come uppance when she ingests some of the prune pudding she is preparing for the end-of-the-year party. Suddenly she is the size of a toy, and her new perspective helps Miss Birmbaum to change her attitude. This funny story could start a conversation about how to celebrate another successful year at school. A Couple of Boys Have the Best Week Ever  How do you plan to spend your summer vacation? Perhaps you and a friend have an adventure planned, such as going to a nature daycamp. That’s what is in store for best friends James and Eamon in A Couple of Boys Have the Best Week Ever by Marla Frazee. Grandparents Bill and Pam suggest several activities in addition to nature daycamp, but James and Eamon have other ideas about how to spend their spare time. The voice bubbles and illustrations in this book add to the humour and make it as appealing to adults as it is to children.     Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/uploadedFiles/Public/SocialJustice/Issues/Poverty/Resource/GlobalConnection.html,The Global Connection The Global Connection During the 1990s, it has become more and more obvious that social conditions here in B.C. and Canada such as the increasing problem of poverty and a rate of unemployment that remains unacceptably high are related to conditions and problems all over the world. People in our country are affected by poverty and unemployment in other parts of the world. Consider this example: The Jantzen Company has been a manufacturer of sportswear, particularly swim-wear for many years. Much of its production was done from a factory in Vancouver. The employees, mostly women, had, in many cases, worked for the company for years and had good jobs with the advantages of being unionized workers. This meant they had respectable living wages, scheduled vacations, sickness protection, and other benefits. The people working for Jantzen in Vancouver were, as a result of those conditions, able to afford decent housing, patronize local businesses, and, in general, participate in the community of Vancouver in a way that benefited not only themselves but many others. In the early 1990s, that all changed. The Canadian government signed a trade agreement with the governments of Mexico and the United States, commonly known as NAFTA (North American Free Trade Agreement). That agreement removes many so-called barriers to trade among the three countries. The barriers are usually tariffs or taxes on products from other countries. Tariffs increase the cost of imported products and have the effect of making locally produced products cheaper than imported ones. With NAFTA, products produced in Mexico and the U.S.A. could be sold in Canada for very low prices, often much lower than Canadian products. These products are usually cheaper because workers in Mexico and some states of the U.S. are paid much less than Canadian workers. In Mexico, the average worker's salary is $2 a day. In places like Mexico, the average worker lives in poverty and constant desperation. Workers are unable to form unions because if they try, they will lose their jobs and what little income they provide. Their incomes are actually so low that children often must work to supplement family incomes and as a result are unable to go to school. This means illiteracy remains common and people living in poverty are trapped in low-wage jobs with no opportunity to improve their lives. In the case of the Jantzen Company, NAFTA created a crisis because the company soon found its swimwear more expensive than that imported from the U.S. and Mexico. It also found it was competing against huge companies like Speedo (the Nike of swimming) which was roaming the world looking for places where it could make its products as cheaply as possible, mainly by paying workers very low wages. The Jantzen company was left with very little choice: go out of business or go south. The company went south. The factory in Vancouver was closed down, and the people who had worked there for so many years joined the unemployed. The Global Face of Poverty: Life in the Maquiladoras From Shaping the 21st Century: Social Change and Global Issues in Canada and Latin America. Available from Co Development Canada, 205-2929 Commercial Drive, Vancouver, BC V5N 4C8 (604) 708-1495. The rich countries of the North have long been exploiters of the poorer countries of the South, especially in terms of natural resources. But now, an increasingly global economy, assisted by agreements like NAFTA, has led to human exploitation of southern countries for the benefit of the North. This is happening through what are known as maquiladoras. Maquiladoras, maquilas for short, are free-trade zones usually located near large cities or foreign borders. Unemployment levels are often very high, a circumstance that allows companies to pay extremely low wages, have very long work days, and have unsafe and unsanitary working conditions. Anyone who would protest is easily replaced by someone desperate for any wage at all. Some of the biggest maquila zones are in Mexico, Guatemala, and El Salvador, but they can also be found in Asia. Maquilas are a convenient and relatively easy way for governments and companies to make as much profit as possible. Low wages and poor working conditions allow companies to produce goods at low prices and high volume. These are sold to North Americans at prices considerably higher than the cost of production but bargains for consumers all the same. Who benefits? North American consumers benefit from lower prices for goods, governments benefit from increased investment and taxes to collect, and businesses make more profit. Who loses? North American workers lose jobs as factories close up and move south, where labour costs are lower. The southern workers lose too, because even though they have jobs, they aren't paid enough to get out of the cycle of poverty. What follows are descriptions of life in the maquilas. As you read, consider the reasons why the people of Latin America must work in such conditions. What would you do if your life were like this? Would you be prepared to help organize a labour union to try to improve your situation, or would you have reasons not to do this? What are those reasons? Finally, think about what we in Canada should do about the conditions in the maquilas. Daily Life in a Maquila Mexico provides a good example of what happens to people working in the maquilas. In Tijuana, a border city not far from San Diego, California, Guillermina Diaz Cardena and her family live in a one-room dirt-floor shack made of bits of wood. She and her husband both work in maquila factories. She works at Panasonic, assembling television components for the North American market. Together they bring home about $138 per week. It's not enough to get ahead, because with groceries costing about $90 per week and transport another $15, little is left for other essentials such as clothing, medicine, or school supplies for the children. The Diaz family is lucky because they own their home, poor as it is. They have no furniture, no electricity, and no running water, but they don't have to pay $80 per month in rent as other families do. Women in the Maquilas The vast majority of maquila workers in Mexico and in other countries are young women. In Mexico, they are vulnerable to exploitation because they're desperate. The cost of beans, rice, tortillas, and milk keeps going up, while jobs are scarce. Foreign-owned companies take advantage of this, knowing that women are forced to take whatever jobs they can get. Businesses claim that they are providing needed jobs for workers and that eventually Mexican workers will profit from the growth of the maquilas. This hasn't happened yet; even families with several members working in assembly plants find themselves trapped in a cycle of poverty because their wages are so low. They are also at risk of injury from the dangerous conditions they work in. Businesses say they prefer to hire women because they are more adapted to jobs that require quick hands or jobs that are very repetitive. Labour organizers say that young women are hired because they are less likely to know how to organize into unions, and won't push for better working conditions and wages because they are fearful of losing their jobs. Women are subjected to pregnancy tests, and if they become pregnant, are fired. Some things to think about... A fifth of the world's population lives in desperate poverty, and the number could rise to 1.5 billion by the year 2000, with the largest burden falling on women and children. In Great Britain, after Margaret Thatcher: "At no time in the past 100 years, since income statistics were first collected, has there been such a widening of the gap (between rich and poor)." In the European Union, the number of people living in poverty grew from 38 million to 52 million from 1975 to 1988. The United States has the highest infant mortality rate and child poverty rate of all the industrialized countries. Roughly one hundred thousand people die each year in the U.S. because they cannot pay for needed medical care. African-American men living in Harlem are less likely to reach the age of 65 than men in Bangladesh. 35,000 of the world's children die every day from diseases that could be prevented through access to adequate nutrition and basic health care. In other words, 12,775,000 children die every year because they are poor. In 1960 the richest 20 percent of the world's population had average of 30 times greater than the poorest 20 percent. By 1990 the richest fifth were receiving 60 times more in income than the poorest fifth. In Latin America, minimum wages fell an average of 33% during the 1980's. In Peru, in 1992, private sector wages were only 25% of their value in the early 1970s, and by 1993 over 50% of all private sector employment in Peru was casual, compared with 11% in 1985. The story of the Jantzen Company is all too common since the introduction of NAFTA. Hundreds of Canadian companies employing thousands of people have either moved their factories south or gone out of business since 1994. The story shows how interconnected the global economy has become and how poverty and unemployment in one part of the world can actually affect another place far away, as in the case of Canada and Mexico. In your journal, try to explain how poverty in Mexico can become poverty in Canada. Use the Jantzen story as an example, or find a similar case. In your own words, write an explanation of what maquilas are and why they exist. Explain why the maquilas are so profitable. Why are producers always able to find willing workers in the maquilas? What is North America's connection to the maquilas? Website #6 Workfare Watch <http://worldchat.com/public/ tab/wrkfrw/wrkwtch.htm> - monitors and reports on the implications of the Ontario governments workfare policy to ensure the rights and dignity of workers and social assistance recipients, links contain a bibliography on workfare policies. Working in pairs, write a contrast poem called 'Two Women' or 'Two Men.' One person writes from the point of view of a teen working in Latin America in a garment factory. The other writes from the point of view of a 17-year-old Canadian buying the clothing. I am a girl/boy        I am a girl/boy in Guatemala           in Canada I am 17 years old      I am 17 years old I live...              I live... I awake at...          I awake at... Most of what is manufactured in the maquilas is for the consumption of people in Canada and the U.S. Does this mean we have any responsibility for the working and living conditions of the people working in the maquilas? Write a 150-word statement of your opinion, explaining your reasons. Are there products in your community that were manufactured in a maquila in Latin America? Go to some local stores, and look at the labels attached to the clothes. Mark down where the clothes were made, and report back to the class. Profile of Blanca Maquila worker In 1995, the B.C. Federation of Labour, a coalition of B.C. labour unions and CoDevelopment Canada, a Vancouver-based non-governmental organization, helped bring a young female maquila worker from Guatemala to Canada to raise public awareness about the reality of the maquilas in that country. Her name is Blanca, and while her story may seem unusual to young people in Canada, it's a common tale for young women in Guatemala. Her childhood ended at age eleven, when she left school to work in a garment factory (she was 16 years old when she visited Canada). Her workday begins at 07:30 in a poorly ventilated room with 700 other workers. The workers aren't allowed to visit the washroom, except for a two-minute supervised break. They can't speak to one another. Blanca spends anywhere from 10 to 12 hours hunched over her sewing machine. She is required to produce 100 pieces per hour, and may be beaten, or have her wages cut if she doesn't. She gets a half-hour lunch break, but there isn't anywhere for the workers to rest except outside on the street. Her pay is about 30 cents per hour, or $3.60 per day. Her two sisters and her father work at the same factory, but all their wages together aren't enough for them to get out of the cardboard and tin shack they share in a Guatemala City slum. What do we do? You have read and thought about poverty, its causes and consequences. You have learned how it is both a local and a global issue and that poverty here is connected to poverty in other parts of the world. The diffuclt question is What do we do about it? You know enough about the topic now that you should be able to come up with a number of responses to the question. Follow the procedure described here to express your ideas. As a homework assignment or as part of a class period write down your answer; The solution to the poverty crisis is... Write out your answer as a statement of four or five sentences. Form into groups of four or five, and read your statements on poverty to one another. Decide which statements are: similar, in contradiction, different but not in contradiction. Considering all of the statements as you have sorted them, see if you can agree on the best statement or the one you all agree with. Read that statement to the class. After all the statements have been considered, develop a poster, poem, or composition that expresses your ideas on solutions to the poverty crisis.)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2011/01/bcpsea-wrong-people-to-bargain-with.html?showComment=1322069927011,Staffroom Confidential: BCPSEA - the wrong people to bargain with teachers Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Sunday, January 30, 2011 BCPSEA - the wrong people to bargain with teachers The BC Public School Employer's Association is not popular with teachers. It was imposed as a provincial bargaining agent in the mid-90's and teachers were denied their right to bargain locally, directly with their school Trustees. BCPSEA has failed to negotiate agreements in every round of bargaining except 2006, when a government signing bonus was on the table. Government intervention has been used in every other case. BCPSEA is not an organization of educators. It's employees are bureaucrats with very large salaries who typically have degrees in HR or business. These are the people that are entrusted with negotiating with teachers to reach the best collective agreements to serve Boards of Education who deliver educational programs in schools. It just doesn't make sense. And it is galling to read one of the first "tweets" from BCPSEA announcing their entrance to the twittersphere: "Spread the word in your District. BCPSEA updates now on Twitter. The first and most accurate factual information on education issues." Perhaps if you go to your lawyer or banker to seek information and expertise on educational issues, you might equally trust BCPSEA. I personally would ask an educator. Local teacher associations around the province are frustrated with the impact BCPSEA has had on relations with their local school Boards. Every time we try to work with Boards to modify our collective agreements where a provision clearly isn't working for either party, BCPSEA interferes. This has hampered our ability to discuss standardized testing, class size and composition, the school year, to name just a few issues. These issues are critical to students and families, and their interests should not be represented by unaccountable bureaucrats. BCPSEA is accountable to almost no one. Yes, they are directed by a Council elected by representatives of school Trustees. But that is a far cry from the type of accountability that locally elected Trustees have. We used to negotiate directly with these locally elected Trustees. If a Board did something unpopular in the community, the Trustees would know come the next election. In contrast, BCPSEA employees never answer to the public. A parent can phone their Trustee. They would have trouble getting in touch with their BCPSEA representative and they would have even more trouble having them listen and act on their concern. It is interesting that the one small piece of accountability there is - the election of the Chair by Trustee reps - actually got exercised this weekend. In a suprise "upset" (as Janet Steffenhagen called it), former Chair Ron Christensen was ousted and replaced by Mel Joy at last weekend's BCPSEA Annual General Meeting. I hope this was a response to the decades long failure of BCPSEA to act in a way that assists and improves Boards' ability to deliver quality education. Teachers are hoping this round to bargain a whole lot more with our local Boards. We believe that sensible solutions to local issues that will serve the local community are best made by those who live and work there and understand the needs. They are best developed by those directly elected by the parents and citizens in that community. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 8:47 AM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 17 comments: TobeyJanuary 30, 2011 at 9:30 AM Beautiful! Glad to see the BCPSEA problematized! They definitely do *not* represent the interests of the public, the values of professional educationists, or the needs of students. The class and power dynamics here are critical; but, sadly, many of us ignore or avoid the implications of stratified power. For instance, look at how de-fanged May Day has become - a holiday which commemorates the solidarity and legitimacy of labour militancy has come to be purveyed as a 'day for relaxation'. Discussions of class and power may not be in the interests of the elite, but for those of us in the trenches it's an absolute necessity. Cheers for highlighting this particular lack.ReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 30, 2011 at 8:45 PM Hi Tara, This is Silas White, elected trustee director at BCPSEA, also board chair on the Sunshine Coast. For both positions I feel very accountable to the public, part of which is trying to follow any concerns and feedback expressed online... But there are more similarities between my provincial and local roles, too. Locally and provincially, accountable trustees set direction for bargaining. But also both locally and provincially, boards delegate the actual daily work of bargaining and labour relations to professional staff. There is some local bargaining for teachers (we do a lot on the Sunshine Coast) and of course support staff, and in these cases again trustees may set direction but don't necessarily sit at the bargaining table. Boards typically have 0-2 trustees involved, and their roles are to liaison with the board and represent general board direction but not to do the legwork of bargaining. Just like BCPSEA, HR professionals and other hired staff do this. As far as "educators" go, I expect you're not suggesting that teachers should be bargaining with teachers, but rather that a superintendent or principal is often on a local team. Provincially, BCPSEA has a seconded superintendent on its team: Mike Roberts from Central Okanagan. Other BCPSEA staff including Hugh Finlayson and Jacquie Griffiths also used to work for school districts; if they still did under a local bargaining model, they'd be doing that work locally for trustees rather than provincially for trustees. Also, we all need to be realistic that the provincial government is a key player because it funds boards and also regulates both provincial and local bargaining, and numerous other aspects of education, with provincial legislation. So importantly, BCPSEA also has this representation at the table (though the majority is still trustees). As a trustee rep I feel my effectiveness at BCPSEA would be drastically reduced if we were left to merely speculate on government activity in relation to our discussions. Finally, the election yesterday was a positive response to Mel's candidacy rather than a negative response to Ron's. Ron has been instrumental and visionary in encouraging a younger generation of trustees, and evidently people felt it is time for this new leadership to step forward. It was bound to happen sometime, and such a generational shift will inevitably happen in other organizations, too. Maybe quite suddenly, like this was. But an election of a new chair simply cannot change BCPSEA's role, mandate and structure, which was set by the Clark government in 1994. BCPSEA does so happen to be the provincial bargaining agent to represent boards in teacher bargaining, which seems to be your main complaint about the organization... However, I do think if there is going to be a change we could all start by being a lot less adversarial. You mention the connection to parents, citizens, community and I can definitely confirm as someone elected by those people that their first wish in these matters is for both sides to cut down on the political rhetoric and work out some solutions for the best interests of our students and public education. Personally, I feel this can be accomplished at the provincial table, but I'm also open to a BCTF-BCPSEA discussion on the split of provincial/local matters. (I should also mention I appreciate your portrayal of boards in this posting much more than in your last posting.)ReplyDelete Jason ScottJanuary 30, 2011 at 10:34 PM Hi Tara, thanks for blogging. I like to hear your perspective, though personally I feel there are quite a few black-and-white statements in your posts. I'm a parent and a trustee (sd46-funnily enough same as SW above); but I'm also just a person who cares about education like you, and I assume you're open to questions since you're in the blogosphere. I'm curious about this statement that I've heard a few times lately: "BCPSEA has failed to negotiate agreements in every round of bargaining except 2006" Hasn't BCTF also failed to negotiate agreements in every round of bargaining except 2006? Only seems fair to mention that both sides failed to reach agreements. No? J ScottReplyDelete Tara EhrckeJanuary 31, 2011 at 8:12 AM Thanks for the thoughtful comments. A few responses. When we negotiate issues locally we talk to Superintendents, Associates and Principals. While we may have different viewpoints, we all share a common knowledge of life in schools. That is the piece missing when discussing issues with HR managers or lawyers or professional bargainers. It is fine to talk about salary with an HR manager, but when we discuss school based teams, or staff committees, it is essential I believe to have that common framework for discussion. You mention that Boards delegate bargaining to staff. That has not been the history in Victoria and I believe many districts. We always had Trustees (up to three at a time even!) sit directly on the district's local bargaining team. Yes the province is a player. That is why we believe the Province should provide a funding envelope for local Boards to use to bargain locally. This was the model adopted in Ontario and was very successful in allowing local Boards to allocate those resources in ways that made sense for the teachers and communities. Maybe in some Districts this will go to upgrade teacherages. Maybe in others to enhance funding for travel costs for professional development, for example. Trustees do direct BCPSEA, and if they thought BCPSEA was broken they could withhold their fees/participation. Boards of Education had two substantive functions at their inception: taxation and bargaining (a form of management right). Both have been removed. This, in my opinion, deprives them of much of the significant decision making authority which ought to come with that elected office. They are not functions which have been stripped from municipalities. But school Boards have become less and less relevant under this governance model. This is a shame, as they are one of the key forms of democratic control at the local level. On J Scott's remark about failing to negotiate. I think it is hard to blame teachers for "failing" when we have been unilaterally legislated back to work. This happened in 2002 and again in 2005. It is my honest belief that BCPSEA knew government would do this and that as a result they did not bargain meaningfully. If you would like some concrete evidence, please take a look at the court case taking place over Bill 27 and 28, in which the BCTF introduced evidence that showed the direct relationship between government legislation and BCPSEA bargaining. You can find details on the BCTF web site.ReplyDelete Jason ScottJanuary 31, 2011 at 12:24 PM Thanks for furthering the dialogue. I respect your opinion, and I'm not here to refute that. I'm just saying that when two parties (or groups) fail to reach an agreement in negotiations, both "sides" need to take responsibility for that. It's the only way to move forward, in my opinion. J ScottReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 31, 2011 at 4:05 PM PART 2 (from Silas): There are no board fees for BCPSEA so the structural accountability component is largely through the election of trustees to the board of directors. And if trustees felt BCPSEA was broken we would definitely hear about it. Trustee and board participation in the Rep Council and AGM last week was more positive and extensive than I've ever seen it. I believe only one or two boards out of 60 weren't represented, due to conflicting schedules. I can relate to your governance comments, though at the same time I understand why the Province made these changes: equity. I live in a region (and time) where building public support for school taxes would be brutal because about half our population is over the age of 50. In regions where a higher proportion of the population is directly connected to public education, or likewise just has more per-capita wealth than others, a board would be able to raise more taxes and offer better programs to their students than in other districts. Bargaining is similar: as far as the distribution of funds goes, it needs to be equitable. Secondly, certainly salary harmonization and also some common working conditions, processes and other practices among teachers throughout the province would also be impossible under local bargaining. And how about porting of seniority and sick leave? I realize I'm now referring to the extreme of full local bargaining, but it seems as though you are, too, especially with the funding envelope suggestion. As far as a BCTF-BCPSEA discussion on the current provincial-local split goes, as I said before that is not a bad thought. I can speak from personal experience, though, that my district conducts quite a lot of mid-contract modification bargaining and we and our local never seem to run out of issues to work on that are already classified as local. But I also understand that the BCTF feels there can be too many restrictions around the current process for local bargaining, which would also inevitably be part of any discussion on the split.ReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 31, 2011 at 4:06 PM Hi Tara, Silas here again, still needing to get a WordPress or Google sign-in. And responding in 2 parts! (guess I just need my own blog) PART 1: At the provincial level, the role of the seconded superintendent will certainly be to represent that common knowledge of life in schools, and to share it with the rest of the bargaining team. It has also been (and will continue to be) to connect with superintendents and principals around the province to strengthen that commonality and knowledge at the table. He is one person, but on the other hand he has been seconded to focus on representing that educational perspective in bargaining and labour relations -- so he isn't juggling hundreds of other non-bargaining demands and urgent issues like a local superintendent would be during local bargaining. And this is actually one of local boards' greatest concerns re: local bargaining. When we have all our superintendents and other key staff focused on bargaining throughout the province (in addition to the teacher reps, of course) it can be a serious drain on the daily operations and educational focus of our system. In some districts, it simply isn't practicable. So why don't only the trustees bargain, then? Well we don't have that firsthand classroom/school knowledge you talk about. And I say this as someone who has been relatively active in local bargaining. But in addition to that classroom knowledge it is just as important to have school district HR professionals involved because they're the ones who deal with the collective agreement every day, probably have the most year-round contact with local presidents such as yourself, are most aware of all recent grievances, etc. So these HR professionals are involved at the provincial stage just as they would be at local tables. As I mentioned, I'm in a district where trustees are more involved than many others in bargaining -- and yet we certainly don't do the legwork because we aren't immersed in either the classroom or collective agreement as our daily work. I like to think we contribute valuable input to our team, but realistically teachers aren't "bargaining with the trustees." Although, I am interested in the Victoria model you mention so will check into it with present and past Victoria trustee associates. But realistically, the Victoria experience is not what most teacher locals would be looking at in local bargaining today. Just take a look at support staff tables or mid-contract modification tables, and you won't find many trustees. Re: the funding envelope idea, the other side of this is that it can hang boards out to dry when there isn't much to offer from provincial coffers, or in the present case, when there is net-zero to offer. So the centralization of a situation like this, when we're all under these very same conditions set by the province anyway, and there really isn't any flexibility to make the localized decisions like the examples you provided, makes a lot of sense.ReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 31, 2011 at 4:08 PM Sorry those appeared backwards! Read the bottom one first.ReplyDelete Tara EhrckeFebruary 1, 2011 at 7:56 AM Hi Silas - We are not proposing the "big" money items at the local table...salary and benefits. Although there is a case to be made by Boards that these should be. In a remote District a Board might want higher salaries to attract teachers. Salaries are not harmonized right now - they vary quite a bit from district to district. Nor are benefits. The equity piece is dealt with through the funding envelope - it needs to be allocated in an equitable fashion (eg. per FTE student). My point about funding was not that I want local taxation back, just that the general model has been to strip Boards of their powers. I agree with you that equitable distribution is essential with respect to the funding. In fact, many of the current grant structures (e.g. Community Link) and the funding provided by International students and parent fundraising still create considerable inequity in the funding available to Boards and schools. The funding model was originally changed for equity reasons (after the Cameron Commission in the late 40's). But other parts of the governance model that have changed are about stripping Boards of their relevance, and bargaining is one of them. Victoria negotiated porting of sick leave way back in the 90's locally. No need to do this provincially. And many of us don't like portability of seniority here! Many of the items we want to bargain are not even cost items. Of our thirty odd priorities less than half are money items and many of the money items are small money items. For example, we would like to increase the allotment of PD funds to teachers. We currently receive $87 per year. Meanwhile, administrators get close to $1000. If there has been room in the budget to increase administrator PD funds, why not teacher? Doubling our PD funds would cost the District less than $100,000 - a small money item in a $170 million budget. Or why not redistribute that same funding equitably to all educators? We would like language defining health and safety committees - no cost. A parental complaint process - no cost. I could go on. In fact, the costs to Board arise when these issues are not dealt with. They end up as grievances and the money goes to lawyers and arbitrators. Our Board is spending close to half a million dollars a year in litigation with us, when they should be just bargaining with us to develop long term solutions to these local problems.ReplyDelete SilasFebruary 2, 2011 at 12:20 PM Hi Tara, Your earlier connection of local taxation to local bargaining is apt. Without local taxation trustees lost autonomy in many areas, but as I said before from a provincial perspective it created some necessary equity for students. When I look at only my district and my position, the more autonomy the better; provincially, though, there is some equity for both students and employees that can be achieved through some centralization. I've heard stories from the glory days of local bargaining in the 70s and 80s and from the employer's side taxation somewhat drove the whole exercise. Sometimes proposals would need to be costed out by how much taxes would need to be raised. But without this notion/utility as part of the formula, those glory days just aren't so romantic anymore. A lot of the control is going to be provincial anyway, so having 60+ provincial tables going may not be the best use of our local resources (your local as well as your district). [And I do understand your cited envelope model--though governance for Ontario boards is structured in a way that they have complementary autonomy and independence in other areas, too, compared to us, so I'm not sure it could work so well here.] But you're absolutely right that this situation has come about as a result of lessened autonomy -- but that issue isn't going to get solved within the current structure. That would need to come from outside, by whom we elect and influence as MLAs. That is an entirely different process and chances are that trustees and teachers have a lot in common regarding what they'd like to see happen provincially (simply more support for public education, for starters). On a quick count, my local CA has about 106 articles, about 35 of which are provincial. PD funds are already local are they not? Same with health & safety? I don't believe we have a complaint process in our CA, but that surely isn't a provincial item. So if these items are already on the local table, is BCTF support for local bargaining actually indicative of dissatisfaction with *LOCAL* bargaining as it stands? Maybe there is a more effective way of addressing this underlying concern than expanding local bargaining, which seems counterintuitive? SilasReplyDelete Tara EhrckeFebruary 8, 2011 at 1:08 PM Not that I can speak for the BCTF, but as a local President I can say that we are frustrated both by how little is at the local table (pd funds are not at the local table, nor are stipends for committees, nor are parental complaints - have a look at Appendix 1 and 2 of the LOU #1 in your teacher collective agreement) and also that every time we try to have local negotiations we are told "BCPSEA told us not to". It is like trying to negotiate with the people who are not really in charge. I hope there will be support from Trustees for increased local bargaining because I think we both have things to gain.ReplyDelete Silas WhiteFebruary 9, 2011 at 6:44 PM All the more reason for a BCTF-BCPSEA discussion on the split, as our working document (at least in SD#46) is unclear. Appendix 1 & 2 do not line up with other local/provincial designations in our document. However "Health and Safety Committee" is consistently designated local. The "BCPSEA told us not to" phenomenon is troubling, as we can probably both agree that it doesn't sound much like real local bargaining. Neither does "BCTF head office told us not to," but I will acknowledge that boards seem to fall back on that former excuse a bit too much. But with more local bargining, you'd just hear it FAR MORE, and BCPSEA would be busier than ever. The biggest reason for "BCPSEA told us not to" is that districts don't have enough resources to handle the current assignment of support staff and limited teacher bargaining. Many of us lean heavily on BCPSEA's advice to the point where I'm sure it almost seems as though BCPSEA is directing local bargaining, which should not be happening. But boards have made it clear to BCPSEA that we can't all handle more local bargaining, and in fact the more that can be dealt with at the provincial table, the better. That said, boards would undoubtedly be willing to listen to arguments that some matters would best be handled split up 60 different ways because of varying unique circumstances across the province; as you've pointed out before, this is really what board governance of education in BC is all about. A discussion about how and why some matters could reasonably be sent to local tables could conceivably be a way to "increase local bargaining" as you're hoping for. Hopefully such a discussion will be the next step.ReplyDelete AnonymousMarch 10, 2011 at 5:33 PM Wow. I stumbled across this blog while doing research and the conversation reflects the reason I left BC politics/schools. Teachers want more money and do less, and use the "it's for the children" bleeding heart card. Well, teachers are over paid and unreliable. Our daughter is in Vancouver and we have a 2 week spring break. THis is only two months after x-mass break, and only 3 months before summer holidays. We've had to find day care for so called PD days, that oddly coincide with long weekends. I'd like to see teachers get a grip on reality and stop and get real work where they are expected to show up 5 days a week and only get a few weeks of holidays a year, not 12 - 14 , and to do it without a pension. Teachers have become a leach on th epublic purse, are no longer professional (given up when unionized), and is out of touch with the people who PAY their salaries.ReplyDelete AnonymousMarch 25, 2011 at 5:33 AM There will come a time (and I hope it's a long way off) where few will step forward to become teachers, and even less to become students.ReplyDelete AnonymousMay 14, 2011 at 8:35 AM Hey here's a novel approach, why not bargain in good faith and quit breaking United Nations and BC Laws? The BC Supreme Court just raked BCPSEA and the govt over the coals for all you've done to my profession. Hers a novel idea, why not bargain in good faith without a ministry dictated agenda? Us teachers all read the recent Supreme Court decision, and guess what people? There wont be another legislated agreement (oxymoron) again in this province. Oh and by the way, for the person who thinks this is a cushy do nothing job, when was the last time you taught 32 kids in a room, one of them legally blind, three identified as ADHD, one also ESL all by yourself? You think doing that and everything else my colleagues and I do is easy? Go get your 5.5 years university education, and you get on in there buddy, and relish your starting take home pay of about 2500 a month.... WOOT WOOT. I dare ya. Its easy to sit on the sidelines and bash teacher isn't it? WHy not, the government does it? How much time have you spent volunteering and helping in your children's schools over the past 5 years? Something everyone needs to consider here, from Wisconsin through to BC, is 70 percent of us whom teach your kids are getting ready to retire in the next 7 years. Hows teacher training and enrollment doing at the BC universities? got lots of potential replacements there now? You better. Do you even care about quality education and our future as a society? Get real, who would go into teaching when you cant even afford to live in Vancouver or the Valley on what a teacher makes. Get real people. Ps...... I can see the 18th green from my living room window, and you shall reap what you sow, so good luck with all this. Im one of the lucky ones getting out of the profession in the next three years. Ill be greeting you at Walmart and playing golf soon. I cant wait to be done with all this garbage. Thanks for ruining the whole concept of being a teacher for many of us, you gutted my passion, made it just a job, and when I complained to my MLA, he told me to find another job. So I did, I quit doing extra curricular ( stuff we do for free) and started my own company and took my skills elsewhere after 3:15 pm. Now you the public, have to pay for what I can offer, outside of the school I work in. Thanks for the advice Mr. MLA, now I can sit on the other side of the fence and just laugh at all the hypocrisy, lying, and cheating being modeled openly for all in society to learn from. Well done. Cheers : )ReplyDelete AnonymousSeptember 22, 2011 at 12:23 AM I am very curious about the costs & salaries at BCPSEA. I can't find anything online about what people--from the "CEO" down to the rank & file at BCPSEA are paid. All I could find when I searched salaries & BCPSEA were teachers' salaries. How much are BC taxpayers paying out annually to this organization? I'd really like to know. A supporter of public education & democracy.ReplyDelete AnonymousNovember 23, 2011 at 9:38 AM I too am very curious as to the compensation packages of all employees at BCPSEA and very curious as to why I can't find this information. They are 'ranked' as one of BC's 'best' employers so it goes without saying that the public should know why. The only firm piece of data I can find is that they cover 100% of employee benefits. Perhaps passing on what makes them 'best' to all those they bargain with would be a good place to start on the road to great.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ▼  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ▼  January (13) What can the revolution in Egypt teach us about 21... BCPSEA - the wrong people to bargain with teachers... BCPSEA discusses bargaining, media and the wired w... Is this the first crack in the BC government's wag... Teacher bargaining in the news What will "personalized" learning look like? A cyn... Has Margaret MacDiarmid forgotten about report car... One Grade Four Teachers Feelings on the FSA Victoria schools pressure parents not to withdraw?... Educators twitter on what learning in the 21st cen... FSAs, Merit Pay, Awards - Why rankings have no pla... Friedman or Finland?: Why we shouldn't rank school... A New Year, A New Attack on Teachers? ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141007,www.today.com,http://www.today.com/id/20631297/ns/today-entertainment/t/vanessa-hudgens-apologizes-nude-photo/,Vanessa Hudgens apologizes for nude photo - today > entertainment - today > entertainment > celebs - TODAY.com Headline Headline Watch the Show KLG & Hoda Orange Room TODAY apps Visit TODAY News Good News Pop Culture Concert Series allDAY Food Health Home Parents Style Books Pets Money Hip2Save Rossen Reports TODAY.com Celebrities Facebook Twitter Pinterest Tumblr Newsletter RSS Follow us NBCNews.com     Advertise Vanessa Hudgens apologizes for nude photo ‘I am embarrassed over this situation,’ says the ‘High School Musical’ star Below: x Jump to discuss comments below discuss Advertise Chris Pizzello  /  AP (file) Vanessa Hudgens poses with the Teen Choice award for "High School Musical 2." A nude picture of the actress has popped up on the Internet. updated 9/7/2007 6:35:01 PM ET 2007-09-07T22:35:01 Print Font: + - NEW YORK — The Walt Disney Co. is sticking with the 18-year-old star of its wildly successful “High School Musical” franchise, despite her “lapse in judgment” in posing for racy photos that were leaked to the Internet. The 18-year-old star of Disney Channel’s wildly successful “High School Musical” franchise apologized on Friday. The photos show a coquettishly smiling Hudgens posing naked in a bedroom with a red curtain behind her. “I want to apologize to my fans, whose support and trust means the world to me,” Hudgens said in a statement. “I am embarrassed over this situation and regret having ever taken these photos. I am thankful for the support of my family and friends.” Hudgens’ publicist, Jill Fritzo, wouldn’t say anything about who took the pictures and how they slipped out onto the Internet. The Disney Channel (part of the Walt Disney Co.) denied a published report that Hudgens will be dropped from the upcoming feature film “High School Musical 3.” That movie is in development and negotiations with the stars are incomplete. Disney had no further comment about the pictures. Hudgens portrayed the bookworm love interest of Troy, the basketball star played by pinup king Zac Efron in the first two made-for-cable “High School Musical” movies. The sequel’s premiere on Disney Channel last month attracted more than 17 million viewers, making it the summer’s most-watched TV program. Advertise Advertise Advertise She’s a superstar among the pre-teen set, and Disney has spun a wide merchandising net around the series with albums and concert tours. She and Efron reportedly date in real life. The films’ wholesome nature — for a company that has made its name on family-friendly fare for generations — is a big part of its success. Parents of the largely pre-teen fan base can relax knowing their children are watching, knowing it won’t make for any uncomfortable questions. Gabriella and Troy coo, they make googly eyes, they barely kiss. They certainly don’t show off nude pictures. Disney shouldn't dump her If Disney were to dump Hudgens for another actress, not wanting its name associated with anything not G-rated, it runs the risk of upsetting a formula that has made it millions. More Entertainment stories Autistic ballerina dances her way into hearts In a popular YouTube video, the beaming little ballerina dances an entire four-minute routine seemingly perfectly, matchin... Every on-screen drink in 'Mad Men' in 5 minutes See the 'Dancing' stars' most memorable moves Emmy's biggest snubs? Cranston, Hamm, more 'Toy Story' toys burn up in prank on mom How would parents explain to the show’s young fans that the old Gabriella had to go? “That’s her private life, not her public life. That picture got leaked by somebody who broke a trust with her,” said Michele Smith of Westborough, Mass., whose 8-year-old daughter Kathryn is a devoted “High School Musical” fan. Hudgens shouldn’t have to pay a price for the incident, Smith said, adding she was concerned that Disney’s image might prompt the company to take action against the actress. Dropping her from future movies or other “High School Musical” projects would not only be unfair to Hudgens but to fans such as Kathryn, Smith said. “If Vanessa is not in the movie, my daughter would not be so excited to see it,” she said. Smith said she hopes that Kathryn doesn’t hear about the photo but, if she does, she’s prepared to talk about it. She’ll say that it’s something private for Vanessa that shouldn’t have been shared. The best thing for Disney to do is nothing, said Michael Levine, a Hollywood image consultant and author of 18 books. “What they shouldn’t do is make a bigger deal out of it than is necessary,” he said. “The picture is not salacious.” Michael Sands, a publicist whose clients have included Britney Spears’ ex-husband Kevin Federline, said Hudgens should be commended for coming forward quickly and saying it was her picture. He also advised Disney to stand by her. “This is a big cash cow for Disney,” Sands said. © 2012 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed. Discuss: Advertise Discussion comments “ ” Expand Collapse , Reply Advertise Advertise Advertise View all comments Leave your comment You Most active discussions votes comments votes comments votes comments votes comments Show discussion More on TODAY.com share Facebook Twitter Pinterest Email Bravo / Charles Sykes/Bravo Real Housewives star Teresa Giudice: I didnt fully understand plea deal 10/7/2014 6:24:36 PM +00:00 2014-10-07T18:24:36 share Facebook Twitter Pinterest Email News Valery Hache / AFP/Getty Images Tea for two! Princess Charlene of Monaco is pregnant with twins 10/7/2014 8:28:39 PM +00:00 2014-10-07T20:28:39 share Facebook Twitter Pinterest Email News ‘Excessive’? Cops Taser passenger; couple sues Jamal Jones, an Indiana man whose car window was smashed and who was Tasered by police after a traffic stop said Tuesday that "it felt like my civil rights were just thrown out the window, along with my body." 10/7/2014 4:59:42 PM +00:00 2014-10-07T16:59:42 share Facebook Twitter Pinterest Email Food Ifp / Featurepics.com Ultimate comfort food: Make the best-ever homemade ramen in 3 steps 10/7/2014 4:58:40 PM +00:00 2014-10-07T16:58:40 share Facebook Twitter Pinterest Email @kellyclarkson via Instagram Aww! Kelly Clarkson shares adorable Instagram with baby girl River 10/7/2014 7:20:20 PM +00:00 2014-10-07T19:20:20 share Facebook Twitter Pinterest Email Health TODAY Cut hundreds of calories every day with these tips from Jenna Wolfe 10/7/2014 1:16:21 PM +00:00 2014-10-07T13:16:21 TODAY.com is a production ofNBCNews.com About us Contact Sitemap Jobs Terms & conditions - New About our ads AdChoices Privacy policy Closed captioning Help)
(20141006,www.mylifetimetv.ca,http://www.mylifetimetv.ca/Error/?aspxerrorpath=/favicon.ico,Lifetime Canada - Error  Shaw Connect Expand News Entertainment Entertainment Home Celebs Movies TV Music Living Lifestyle Food Home & Living Sports Money Tech Travel Breaktime Autos Watch TV Online All Sites Global Global News Food Network HGTV History Television Showcase Slice DTOUR ET Canada National Geographic Movietime Lifetime H2 DIY Action NG Wild Mystery IFC BBC Deja Vu FYI Lifetime Network Canada Accessibility Skip to Main Menu Skip to Content HOME SCHEDULE SHOWS VIDEO MOVIES Ooops! The page you're searching for is currently not available. Don't sweat it. Try these tips before you go: If you entered the URL in the Address bar, ensure that the spelling is correct. Use the site's navigation above to find the content that you are searching for. Return to the foodtv.ca home page and find links to the content you are looking for. Use your browser's back button to return to the previous page and try another link. Back to the home page Connect with us What's on now NCIS: Los Angeles 5:00PM What's on tonight Witches of East End 8:00PM Witches of East End 9:00PM Drop Dead Diva 10:00PM Advertisement About the Network Lifetime Canada is the exciting new home to engaging characters and riveting stories that women connect with. With a schedule full of critically-acclaimed scripted series and exclusive hit reality shows and movies, the channel features top Hollywood stars and captivating real-life personalities. Email: feedback@mylifetimetv.ca Channel Guide All Lifetime Network Canada Content HOME  SCHEDULE  SHOWS  VIDEO      About Us  Privacy Policy  Terms & Conditions  Media  Advertise  Contact Us  Food Network Canada  Global Television  HGTV  History  Showcase  Slice  © Shaw Media Inc., 2014. All rights reserved. )
(20140925,www.blogger.com,http://www.blogger.com/feeds/6870458664232083246/comments/default?start-index=26&max-results=25,Moved Temporarily Moved Temporarily The document has moved here.)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media jthornthwaite last tweet "Please join me in recognizing the vital work foster families do for B.C. kids http://t.co/bdYy1yh9Jc #FosterFamilyMonth #northvan #bcpoli" @jthornthwaite - 10:56pm Follow @jthornthwaite BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=16792,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2008 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 2, October 2008  The FSA doctrine By Susan Ruzic In Naomi Klein’s bestselling book, The Shock Doctrine, Klein explains how the military conducted experiments in the 1940s using electric shock on human beings. They discovered that they could get people to do and say things they may not have voluntarily done otherwise. Since then, many governments around the world have used shock techniques to get their citizens to do things they may not ordinarily do. Several recent examples close to home include 9/11 whereby traumatized citizens willingly gave up some of their rights in the name of security. During Hurricane Katrina, the government took advantage of people in distress and managed to shut down all schools and then privatize the whole system. Today it is happening again with the subprime crisis and the mortgage meltdowns. Ordinary citizens are losing their homes and are being told that the government will bail them out by giving the big banks more of their hard-earned money. They are being told that we need to develop the oil sands so that the economy can be strong. And ordinary citizens who put the environment as one of their main concerns look away in shock as they now see the urgent need to shore up the economy. Government is getting away with the agenda it had always intended to carry out. Closer to home in BC, we are being shocked and awed with the underfunding of our public education system. Teachers are being hit with large class sizes and increased numbers of students with special needs. It is easy to delist students when you are not in the classroom and will not have to work with these students. People who do not work directly with children in the classroom are making huge decisions that impact on classroom teachers. As a result, the teachers are going home exhausted and in shock and distress. They are too tired to look around and examine what is going on around them. Who has the energy? Costs are soaring and bills must be paid. The teachers put up with it all in order to make ends meet. The costs in this province keep soaring. And the treadmill keeps running and running. FSA tests are foisted on teachers as yet another part of this difficult job. Who has the will to complain especially when there is so much to do and not enough time to do it in? So the teachers endure them and hope that one day things will get better or that the government will change. Here in British Columbia, we are lucky to have activist teachers who are fed up and angry with the learning conditions of our students. They work to find ways to help the classroom teachers. One of the strategies that has been suggested is to ask teachers to not prepare, nor adminster, or mark the FSAs; to not put up with giving a form of assessment that is not authentic and whose results are misused by the Fraser Institute; to take a stand against a government who wants to use this information to select schools that need to be disposed of and recycled as private enterprises. The arguments against this action are fair, to take this stand right now targets only certain teachers as the FSAs are only given in Grades 4, 7, and 10. Will all teachers stand up in solidarity with their fellow colleagues who teach these grades? Why should they? Should we risk looking divided amongst ourselves? During summer conference this year, Steve Miller, a teacher from California, told the participants the story of what has happened with the No Child Left Behind legislation in this state. California schools used standardized testing with several grades at first. This was working well with little resistance and as a result a few more grades were added. Very soon , the whole school system was using this standardized testing. Miller said that this year merit pay for teachers based on the results of test scores was introduced. Schools with poor test scores, often in rural and inner cities, began losing many of their qualified teachers to schools that were performing well in the test scores so that they could earn their merit pay. The schools that were left behind are becoming exposed to privatization as the government can justify with test scores that these schools were clearly not working. Therefore, it makes sense to conclude that if teachers in BC do not resist the FSA, and this current government is re-elected, that in the near future, we will most likely be given more FSAs to administer in other grade levels. So what affects some of us now, will likely affect all of us eventually. What affects one of us really affects all of us. Even though many teachers are burned out, stressed, and tired, I think that teachers can see and understand the pattern that is unfolding around us by looking at the example of schools south of the border. As we value reflection in our students, we must take the time to reflect upon what is happening to our education system. Teachers are living the hardships of an underfunded education system. We have many examples in our own schools of what has happened when the Ministry of Education, without involving teachers, decides what is best for us, our students, and our schools. Teachers collaborate professionally on behalf of our students everyday. We are very capable and concerned enough to join together to ensure success for our children. We know FSAs are not going to make our school good or bad. Many of us became teachers because we are nurturers; we want to teach our youth; we care about our communities; and we like to impart important knowledge. We want to make the world a better place. FSAs are not going to show how well we do this in our schools. Our children deserve better, we deserve better, and we can use our professional judgement to use assessments that are useful to both students and teachers. We know what is realistic and what is best practice. We can collaborate and decide to stop using tools that are not pedagogically sound. We can resist the FSA doctrine and we can bring about the change we want for our school system. Susan Ruzic teaches at Moody Elementary School, Port Moody.  Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "October is #FosterFamilyMonth. Thank you #BC for opening your homes and hearts to more than 5,900 children and youth." @John_Yap - 11:14pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141008,thetyee.ca,http://thetyee.ca/Blogs/TheHook/,The Hook: Canadian Political News Blog with the Latest Articles and Stories | The Tyee About Advertise Follow Support RSS Topic Aboriginal Affairs BC Election 2013 BC Politics Education Energy Environment Federal Politics Film Food Gender + Sexuality Health Housing Labour + Industry Local Economy Media Municipal Politics Music Photo Essays Podcasts Politics Rights + Justice Science + Tech Transportation Travel Urban Planning + Architecture News Culture Opinion National MediaCheck Solutions Join Craving crack civic election coverage? Help fund it... The Hook: Political news, freshly caught LNG a chance, not a windfall, says BC throne speech By Andrew MacLeod October 6, 2014 02:01 pm Comments In today's speech from the throne the British Columbia government dialed down the expectations of the benefits from exporting liquefied natural gas. Read more… Find more in: Aboriginal Affairs, Energy, Labour + Industry, BC Politics and Environment   Should Transit Police have the authority to contact border services about fare evasions? Yes No Take the poll now » Last week's poll: Which Canadian entity is most likely to become its own sovereign state? Read the results of that poll here. Postmedia could soon own almost every English newspaper in Canada. What could possibly go wrong? By Emma Gilchrist October 6, 2014 10:19 am Comments Postmedia has struck a $316 million deal to buy 175 of Quebecor’s English-language newspapers, specialty publications and digital properties, including the Sun chain of papers, according to a report in the Globe and Mail this morning. Read more… Find more in: Media VIEW: Voting for your principles is 'strategic voting' By Ken Neumann September 29, 2014 03:13 pm Comments Members of the House of Commons returned to Ottawa last week, and as many observers have noted, this marks the beginning of the run up to the 2015 federal election. This also marks the beginning of a discussion among Canadian progressives about how to defeat Stephen Harper and elect a government that will implement progressive change. Read more… Find more in: Petition opposes BC's 'potential muzzling' of non-profits By Andrew MacLeod September 29, 2014 02:10 pm Comments A Lower Mainland man has launched a petition asking British Columbia Finance Minister Michael de Jong to abandon a proposal that would open non-profit societies to attack. Read more… Find more in: BC Politics More troubles for BC's big LNG plans By Andrew Nikiforuk September 26, 2014 04:42 pm Comments Malaysia's state-owned oil corporation Petronas may pull the plug on its $10-billion proposed liquefied natural gas project in Prince Rupert. Read more… Find more in: Energy and BC Politics Tirade at Tyee by immigration minister's top aide analyzed tweet by tweet By David Beers September 24, 2014 01:41 pm Comments Scarcely had new Tyee reader-funded Parliament Hill reporter Jeremy Nuttall unpacked his bags in Ottawa when he became the focus of a multi-tweet blast from Chris Day, the chief of staff to Canada's Immigration Minister Chris Alexander. Read more… Find more in: Politics, Federal Politics and Media Government slow to respond to FOIs? No need to tell Bob Mackin By Bob Mackin September 23, 2014 04:20 pm Comments Information and Privacy Commissioner Elizabeth Denham's latest report finds Premier Christy Clark's administration is having a tough time responding to freedom of information requests on time. It comes as no surprise to regular requesters like yours truly. Read more… Find more in: BC Politics and Media Converting ferries to LNG will save money, reduce fares: CEO By Andrew MacLeod September 22, 2014 07:09 pm Comments Converting two Spirit Class vessels to run on liquefied natural gas will pay for itself fairly quickly, then reduce fares across the ferry system, said BC Ferries CEO Mike Corrigan. Read more… Find more in: Energy, Transportation, Labour + Industry, BC Politics and Environment BC gov't takes 'step backwards' on information requests, report title hints By Andrew MacLeod September 22, 2014 05:35 pm Comments The Information and Privacy Commissioner's report card on the British Columbia government's responses to access to information requests won't be out until tomorrow, but it's already clear from the title what she found: "A Step Backwards." Read more… Find more in: BC Politics Will Scottish independence bid spur talk of Irish reunification? By Bob Mackin September 22, 2014 02:40 pm Comments A majority of Scots decided in the Sept. 18 referendum that they were better together with the United Kingdom than on their own. Conor Murphy, a Member of Parliament for Armagh and Newry, dreams of the day citizens of the Republic of Ireland and Northern Ireland get to vote on reunification. Read more… Find more in: Politics Tyee Builders: Want a pair of tickets to the 2014 Land Awards, MC'd by David Beers? September 22, 2014 09:01 am Comments For the second year in a row, The Tyee's own David Beers is MC'ing the Real Estate Foundation of BC's Land Awards, and we have a pair of tickets to give away to one lucky Builder. Read more… Find more in: Housing Canada's booming cleantech sector is changing capitalism, analyst argues By Geoff Dembicki September 19, 2014 11:11 am Comments The more than 800 companies that make up Canada’s clean technology industry, right now the fastest growing sector of the economy, represent an emerging form of environmentally aware capitalism, argues the country’s top cleantech analyst. Read more… Find more in: Energy, Federal Politics, Labour + Industry and Environment COPE largely loses labour's blessing By David P. Ball September 18, 2014 11:23 am Comments Vancouver's historic leftwing party has largely lost the blessing of the very labour body that helped launch it nearly five decades ago. Read more… Find more in: Labour + Industry and Municipal Politics VIEW: Millennials should fight against for-profit health care By Katie Raso September 12, 2014 12:13 pm Comments This August, I had the opportunity to attend the Peoples’ Social Forum in Ottawa. I was there to raise awareness about a charter challenge launched by Dr. Brian Day who is attempting to open the Canadian health care system up to two-tier service delivery. Read more… Find more in: Health VIEW: Liberals need a new relationship with First Nations, starting with trust By Scott Fraser September 11, 2014 08:20 am Comments This week Premier Christy Clark and her cabinet will sit down with B.C.'s First Nations leaders. For leaders who were promised better by this premier, this meeting has been a long time coming. Read more… Find more in: Aboriginal Affairs and BC Politics Win a 30-screening prize package for VIFF By Tyee Staff September 10, 2014 04:56 pm Comments It's Vancouver International Film Festival time once again, and The Tyee has a win-win proposal for you. Read more… Find more in: Film VIEW: Why not treat education like health care? By Paul Shaker September 10, 2014 10:47 am Comments Can we have the widest bridge in the world, the smartest meters, and the best schools? So far Premier Clark indicates we cannot. Read more… Find more in: Education and BC Politics VIEW: It's not just teachers on strike By Sheila Threndyle September 8, 2014 10:10 am Comments In discussing the strike, why has no one has mentioned the fundamental support provided for special needs students by school district Learning Support Service or Student Support Service departments? Read more… Find more in: Education and BC Politics Ex-coroner who quit over lack of independence joins corrections department By Bob Mackin September 5, 2014 01:52 pm Comments The chief coroner who quit over a lack of independence in 2010 is returning to B.C. Corrections. Read more… Find more in: BC Politics Strike will end if province agrees to binding arbitration, drops E80, says BCTF By Andrew MacLeod September 5, 2014 10:47 am Comments The president of the British Columbia Teachers' Federation Jim Iker said the union will vote on ending its strike if the government agrees to binding arbitration and drops a demand that would undo the BCTF's court wins. Read more… Find more in: Education and BC Politics Page 1 of 10 next » Browse by topic Aboriginal Affairs BC Election 2013 BC Politics Education Energy Environment Federal Politics Film Food Gender + Sexuality Health Housing Labour + Industry Local Economy Media Municipal Politics Music Photo Essays Podcasts Politics Rights + Justice Science + Tech Transportation Travel Urban Planning + Architecture Got feedback? Hot story tips? Zip them to our editor! Email here. The Hook Most Recent LNG a chance, not a windfall, says BC throne speech Postmedia could soon own almost every English newspaper in Canada. What could possibly go wrong? VIEW: Voting for your principles is 'strategic voting' Petition opposes BC's 'potential muzzling' of non-profits More troubles for BC's big LNG plans   Daily Weekly   The Hook Most Recent LNG a chance, not a windfall, says BC throne speech Postmedia could soon own almost every English newspaper in Canada. What could possibly go wrong? VIEW: Voting for your principles is 'strategic voting' Petition opposes BC's 'potential muzzling' of non-profits More troubles for BC's big LNG plans   The Tyee Most Recent Can 'Cuisine' Make a Better School Lunch? French kids eat like adults, and learn about food in the classroom. Should ours? Second in a series. How Much Do You Trust Canada's Wireless Giants? The Big Three keep waving off new measures to foster greater competition. Don't Give Postmedia More Local Monopolies Here's an idea for the Competition Bureau: promote competition. Inside the $316-Million Postmedia-Quebecor Deal A merger two years in the making tests Canada's competition laws yet again. Private Security Outnumber Border Services in Big Cities CBSA outsourcing under the microscope as custody death inquest concludes. Browse Stories by Topic Aboriginal Affairs BC Election 2013 BC Politics Education Energy Environment Federal Politics Film Food Gender + Sexuality Health Housing Labour + Industry Local Economy Media Municipal Politics Music Photo Essays Podcasts Politics Rights + Justice Science + Tech Transportation Travel Urban Planning + Architecture About The Tyee National Pool Contributors Advertise Contact Funding Jobs Master Classes Privacy Policy Submissions Support The Tyee News Culture Opinion National Mediacheck Solutions Video Publications Tyee News Weekly Archives The Hook Other BC Blogs Reported Elsewhere Steve Burgess Murray Dobbin Michael Geist Crawford Kilian Rafe Mair Andrew Nikiforuk Shannon Rupp Bill Tieleman Dorothy Woodend Follow The Tyee Subscribe by email Subscribe by RSS Tyee Mobile App Managed Hosting by Gossamer Threads × Share article via email Send this article to: Your email address: Your message: Would you like to receive The Tyee's headlines free by email? Yes, every day. Yes, once a week. I already subscribe. No, thanks. Submit Show form again » Close)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=28557,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 25, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 2012   Registration open for Student Vote BC 2013  By David Halme   This spring, British Columbia’s elementary and secondary school students will have the opportunity to cast ballots for the official candidates running in the provincial election. Student Vote is a parallel election for youth under the voting age, coinciding with official election periods. Participating students learn about the democratic process and party platforms through in-class activities, campaign events, family dialogue, and media consumption. The program culminates with an authentic voting experience where students take on the roles of election officials and conduct a vote on the official election candidates. The results are collected from schools and shared with media for broadcast and publication after the polls close on election night. Nineteen student vote elections have been co-ordinated since 2003. In the last federal election, 4,300 schools registered to participate and 563,000 student vote ballots were cast across the country. Following the federal election, Elections Canada commissioned an independent evaluation to assess program outcomes among teachers, students and their families. Main findings include: The student vote program is having a positive impact on political knowledge, discussion with parents, interest in politics and civic duty, which are all important predictors of voting. The student vote program is well received by teachers who praise the materials and support they receive from student vote. Overall, teacher satisfaction was very high, with 95% of participating teachers saying they would very likely participate in the program in the future. Teachers also felt that their own knowledge and confidence regarding civic education had increased as a result of the program. Over 60% of parents reported an increase in their own political interest and knowledge as a result of the child’s participation. The program provides families with more opportunities to learn about and discuss political issues. Among parents who voted, 20% reported that their child’s participation in student vote positively affected their decision to cast a ballot. BC students have participated in student vote programs within the 2004, 2006, 2008, and 2011 federal elections as well as for the 2005 and 2009 provincial elections. In the last election, 580 schools registered to participate and 85,000 students cast a ballot. “This will be our seventh parallel election in British Columbia, and we are hoping to reach more schools and students than ever before,” said Taylor Gunn, chief election officer of student vote. “Our team looks forward to helping teachers make the best learning experience out of this election.” To register for Student Vote BC 2013, visit: www.studentvote.ca or call 1-866-488-8775.   David Halme, BCTF Communications, and Campaigns Division   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=33058,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2014 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 26, Number 6, May/June 2014     Art is my language  By Marc Hedges   Art, for me, is a journey of discovery and a practice of necessity. My personal art practices and interests include: painting/ drawing, photography/video, and ceramics. Creating art fascinates me and often I feel that each artwork reveals and teaches me something. It is this internal dialogue between the artwork and myself that I find worth while and stimulating. The act of making artworks helps me generate ideas for future projects. Art is a major focus that has remained constant in my life. As a child I spent many hours at home drawing and sculpting with plasticine. My Grade 9 art teacher saw my keen interest and aptitude for art and that I had little motivation for other subjects. She encouraged me to apply to the University of Manitoba Diploma Program. However, I was not interested in school, dropped out and started working. I soon realized I did want to pursue studying art. I enjoyed the time I spent at the University of Manitoba, the University of Victoria, and the Banff School of Fine Arts. Over the years my classroom practice has reinforced my belief that everyone has the capacity to be creative. Art is a language, like music, that requires self discipline and the motivation to learn the basic skills. My philosophy to teaching art is this: allow students to follow their own perspective, give self-directed projects with equal emphasis in critical thinking, problem solving, and technical practice. Marc Hedges is an artist and teacher whose painting, “Tiger Lilies,” is on the front cover of this edition of Teacher Newsmagazine. Marc teaches and creates art in Bella Coola.  Marc’s portfolio can be viewed at: https://www.behance.net/nusatsumstudio  Visit the BC Art Teachers’ Association website: http://bcata.ca    Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141006,politics.theglobeandmail.com,http://politics.theglobeandmail.com/2014/04/03/parti-quebecois-leading-the-race-for-donations-so-far/,Parti Québécois leading the race for donations (so far) - Politics Live - News, commentary and analysis from The Globe and Mail's politics team Politics Live Cancel Search 0 new update What you need to know Teachers have ratified the collective agreement between the B.C. Teachers' Federation and their public school employers by a vote of 86 per cent. In most districts, schools will open Monday. The first 14 days of the 2014-15 school year were lost to the strike, as well as the last two weeks of the 2013-14 school year. What's in the agreement? How does it compare to the BCTF's initial proposals? How B.C. teachers have measured up historically Home » Politics Live 5 months ago Parti Québécois leading the race for donations (so far) The Parti Québécois might be trailing in the polls heading into next Monday’s election, but they’re the runaway favourite in the race for campaign cash. The governing party raised $620,782 so far through individual donations, compared to the Quebec Liberals with just $198,455. The data comes from Elections Quebec and it’s updated with data that’s at least 30 days old, so it may not reflect the most recent shifts in the campaign. Donations to Quebec provincial parties in 2014 As of April 3, 2014 SOURCE: Elections Quebec PQ earning a higher share of donations over time The PQ received the lion’s share of donations since 2012 — a marked shift from over a decade of Liberal domination. The upstart Coalition Avenir Quebec has flatlined since its peak during the 2012 election, when it captured nearly 20 per cent of donations. Quebec Solidaire, like the PQ, has gained some momentum in donations over the years, earning a larger share nearly every year since it was founded in 2006. Share of donations over time (%) 2000 to 2014, selected parties SOURCE: Elections Quebec — Stuart A. Thompson Filed under: Quebec Election More stories from Politics Live schools 2 weeks ago Teachers get back to work in B.C. classrooms By Mason Wright Grade Six teacher David Murphy welcomes students on the first day of school, 2012, at Simon Fraser Elementary School in Vancouver. Similar scenes will play out across B.C. on Monday and Tuesday. (John Lehmann/The Globe and Mail) On a day when teachers returned to classrooms around the province with varying levels of enthusiasm (see pictures below from Twitter and Instagram), we say it’s a good time to end the B.C. teachers’ strike liveblog and leave Politics Live to upcoming municipal election campaigns. Thanks for reading and sharing. Remember to pick up a copy of Saturday’s Globe and Mail newspaper for extended coverage of the end of the labour dispute. Feeling very heavy hearted. Trying hard to regain startup enthusiasm. Faced with cleaning & moving furniture #bced pic.twitter.com/Q1oxNXEQ18 — Anne-Marie Fenn (@amcfenn) September 19, 2014 3 degrees & I'm scrubbing desks on a day this govt thinks we get paid to do nothing. #bced for u! Not bitter at all! pic.twitter.com/Z6GwYuv1VL — gurjitpattar (@gurjitpattar) September 19, 2014 Shared set of 10 laptops (among 3 classes), older than the children who will be using them. #thisismyclassroom #bced pic.twitter.com/qyF3Dp5cnQ — Scott McCafferty (@ScottMcCaff) September 19, 2014 Pete the Cat is back in the classroom #bced pic.twitter.com/cdpIGxenuF — Sandi Purdell Lewis (@BCrubberboots) September 19, 2014 Setting up my class today. I better get off twitter as I only have one day! #bced pic.twitter.com/FpnprQRTlD — Janine Fraser (@Janfra2) September 19, 2014 schoolsteachers Filed under: B.C. Teachers Strike what to expect 2 weeks ago Back to school, back to dealing with school issues By Mason Wright With the drama of bargaining, picket lines and rallies finally in the past, teachers, parents and students can now turn their attention to returning to classes next week. That means all those back-to-school pointers and advice columns the rest of Canada read before Labour Day are suddenly relevant for readers in B.C. Here’s a sampling: Resist the back-to-school overspending tyranny A helpful personal finance column by Rob Carrick urges parents to mind their budgets by thinking twice before upgrading perfectly good technology, skipping a few extraneous items on school-supply lists and saying no to those buy-one-get-one-half-off-another sales. Read the full article here.   How to help kids stay cool about back to school Psychologist and author Sara Dimerman advises on preparing kids for expected anxieties at different school levels. For example: Grade 1 is both exciting and anxiety-provoking. Your child is likely standing tall knowing that he has joined ranks of the older kids. However, he may also be apprehensive about taking on more responsibility and spending recess on a different playground. … Rest assured that these feelings and behaviours are normal and it’s a good idea to tell him so. Share that even teachers feel nervous before school begins again. Go for a walk around the exterior of the school and spend some time in the new playground. Read the full article here.   The top three back-to-school stresses for teens If you’re the parent of a teenager, here’s more advice to help you anticipate students’ stress, from columnist Anthony E. Wolf: Talk to them. Let them know that you understand that the beginning of school can be stressful. It can seem a little strange, even overwhelming, getting back into a routine, but all kids feel this way. Reassure them that if they do feel apprehensive about it, they are not alone. Read the full article here.   Kids’ snacks that make the grade Growing kids need to refuel every two to three hours to keep their blood sugar (glucose) levels stable as sustained blood sugar means kids will have more energy to concentrate in class and participate in after school sports. The added calories from snacks provide an opportunity to boost your child’s intake of important nutrients like calcium, iron and zinc. What kinds of snacks? Dietician and columnist Leslie Beck suggests things like edamame, trail mix and fresh fruit and yogurt. Read the full article here. back to schoolparentsstudentswhat to expect Filed under: B.C. Teachers Strike bctf 3 weeks ago BCTF members ratify new six-year contract, ending B.C. teachers’ strike By Andrea Woo — Vancouver BCTF President Jim Iker announcing ratification vote results on Thursday. The B.C. Teachers’ Federation membership has voted 86 per cent in favour of a new contract, ending the teachers’ strike that has kept more than half-a-million students out of the classroom. Of 31,741 ballots cast, 27,275 were in favour of the new six-year contract, BCTF president Jim Iker announced Thursday night. There are roughly 41,000 members in all. “With the ratification of the new collective agreement, the strike and lockout are now over,” Mr. Iker said. “Teachers and students will be back in school on Monday.” Mr. Iker said there was a “strong vote of support for the collective agreement” despite the fact the union did not get everything it needs. “We all know that this deal isn’t perfect, but it does provide gains for teachers, it protects our charter rights, it increases support for our students,” he said. “There will be more classroom and specialist teachers in schools to help our students; our teachers on call will get fair pay for a day’s work and all our members will get a salary increase.” However, several teachers have said they are not happy with the new deal. (Read our story on that here.) Education Minister Peter Fassbender issued the following statement after the BCTF’s announcement: “We have one of the best public education systems in the world, and that’s in large part because we have such great teachers. “We can now focus on the path forward. This long-term agreement is an historic opportunity to work together for students – to enhance their education experience and to support their achievements.” Mr. Iker said no lost time will be made up, though former education minister George Abbott has suggested otherwise: Former education minister told me ministry working on plan to make up lost time, Iker says final decision is three weeks lost. #bced — Justin Giovannetti (@justinCgio) September 19, 2014 Meanwhile, Thursday’s turnout was higher than the past few ratification votes: Ballots cast in most recent @bctf ratification votes: 31740 (2005), 25129 (2006), 21044 (2012), 31741 (2014). | #bced #bcpoli — BCTF (@bctf) September 19, 2014 Find more in the story on our main site here. Follow Andrea Woo on Twitter: @AndreaWoo bargainingbc liberalsbctfchristy clarkeducationparentspeter cameronstudents Filed under: B.C. Teachers Strike social media 3 weeks ago Scenes from teacher ratification votes across B.C. From Andrea Woo: Just spoke with five teachers outside the voting site in Vancouver and three of them voted against the tentative agreement. The two who voted for it did so grudgingly, saying they couldn’t afford to lose any more money on the picket lines — some have lost around $10,000 — and that they’re worried public perception will turn against them if they vote no. All of them are disappointed with the agreement, but feel it will pass. Several long-time teachers have told me that if they were just starting out today, they wouldn’t get into teaching. Spotted at Richards and Georgia, near #bced ratification vote site. #Vancouver pic.twitter.com/htVJF1jo6S — Andrea Woo (@AndreaWoo) September 18, 2014   Many local teachers’ associations set up information study sessions and voting meetings for teachers today, and tweets show throngs of teachers eager to participate in the process. From Coquitlam: In line to vote! #crazy #bced pic.twitter.com/yPO95nsmES — Brittany Jeanne (@Blum2400) September 18, 2014 Awesome turnout for CTA #bced meeting! #publicedmatters pic.twitter.com/UQic8tvcPd — Lynda Lewis (@lyndasuelew) September 18, 2014 From Saanich: Over 400 @BCTF63 teachers in the @SD63Stellys gym. Thanks to all @bctf teachers for attending! #bced pic.twitter.com/5095jDP7if — SaanichTeachers (@BCTF63) September 18, 2014 From Surrey: Huge turnout of #Surrey teachers to morning study session to learn about #bced proposed contract. Serious mood. pic.twitter.com/dA2UhmWmDA — Laura Barker (@LauraCBarker) September 18, 2014 From Vancouver: I voted #YES! Did you? @VESTA39 @bctf @glenhansman @unitedstrong @CKNW @CTVNews @keithbaldrey #bced #bcpoli pic.twitter.com/GELZ8THDaK — Rich the Teach (@1amrich2) September 18, 2014 bctfimagessocial media Filed under: B.C. Teachers Strike what to expect 3 weeks ago What to expect Thursday as B.C. teachers vote on the tentative agreement By Mason Wright   Brentwood Bay Elementary teachers (from left to right) Rhayna Archer, Fiona Mosher, Carmen Di Lucca, Jacqueline Jim and Aimee Lampard in Brentwood Bay, B.C., will be among the teachers voting Thursday on whether to ratify a tentative settlement that would end the strike which began in June. (Chad Hipolito for The Globe and Mail) B.C.’s 40,000 public-school teachers will cast their votes today on the collective agreement achieved by the union and the government after marathon bargaining sessions over the weekend. Results of the vote will be released at 9:30 p.m. in a news conference by BCTF president Jim Iker (streaming link here), and we’ll have them available in a story on our B.C. teachers’ strike topic page. Study sessions are being held this morning for members so they can learn more about the proposed six-year deal and ask questions. Online, the union posted a one-page PDF entitled “10 reasons to vote yes” as commentators online debate the merits of the agreement. The proposed contract includes a 7.25 per cent salary increase, improvements in extended health benefits and the teaching-on-call rate, an education fund to address class size and composition issues, and money to address retroactive grievances. The question being put to teachers is this: Are you in favour of ratifying the agreement-in-committee reached on September 16, 2014? The deal must also be ratified by the employer. According to a letter sent to parents in the Central Okanagan school district by superintendent Hugh Gloster, the province’s 60 school districts have until 3 p.m. Friday to complete their own ratification vote. If BCTF members ratify Thursday night, however, schools will be open Friday morning and teachers doing prep work will be on the payroll. Reported elsewhere Private schools are reporting an overall 5 per cent uptick in enrolment in B.C. over last year, a sign that some parents weren’t prepared to wait for public schools to open. Rates vary across the province based in part on independent schools’ capacity to accept new students, but history shows the public system may have lost many students for good. Says Peter Froese of the Federation of Independent School Associations of BC: “In our experience, based on past labour disruptions in the public sector, we find that the families that have chosen independent schools in… our fixed structures — they tend to stay.” While many questions about the school schedule will be worked out at a local level by school districts or even individual schools, there are mandated hours of instruction for public school students in B.C.: Under the School Act’s school calendar regulation, school districts must offer the following minimum hours of instruction annually: 853 for kindergarten, 878 for grades 1 to 7, and 952 for grades 8 to 12. With reports from Justine Hunter, Andrea Woo and The Canadian Press Follow Mason Wright on Twitter: @thismason bctfratificationwhat to expect Filed under: B.C. Teachers Strike View all posts from Politics Live » Politics Live is part of The Globe and Mail's Globe Politics Network © Copyright 2014 The Globe and Mail Inc. All Rights Reserved. 444 Front St. W., Toronto, ON Canada M5V 2S9 Phillip Crawley, Publisher)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/08/goodbye-mr-abbott.html?showComment0751346644815138,Staffroom Confidential: Goodbye Mr. Abbott Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Thursday, August 30, 2012 Goodbye Mr. Abbott I am happy to see George Abbott go. It is ironic that he is announcing his departure just as thousands of students arrive to classrooms that are woefully overcrowded. Mr. Abbott's legacy? Bill 22 - trampling on teachers' democratic rights, overcrowding classrooms, failing to heed the constitutional requirements to negotiate class size with teachers even after a Supreme Court of BC ruling. Bill 22 is one of the nastiest pieces of legislation this government passed. Sadly, it fits with a collection of legislation passed by a variety of governments whose underlying purpose is to steal from the majority to provide for the minority while criminalizing dissent. What do I mean by this? Ontario is just now legislating away bargained wage increases to Ontario teachers and removing their right to strike. Quebec's government this spring denied the right to protest when students took to the streets. Bill 78 imposes serious fines just as Bill 22 does. Each of these pieces of legislation does two fundamental tasks: * takes money from the 99% to free it up for tax breaks and perks for the 1%. * makes any dissent (in the form of strike or protest) illegal and imposes draconian consequences Each is masked by the ruling governments by economic lies - the myth that we are living in "austerity", that corporate tax rates must go down, that private sector workers are getting nothing so the same must happen in the public sector, that students must pay because society can't afford it. The truth is that private sector workers will see raises of 3%. Corporations and the wealthy are sitting on hoards of cash and refusing to invest in the economy (as reported by Mark Carney, from the Bank of Canada!). These same governments continue to dish out perks to their friends (like the CEO's of crown corporations). Mr. Abbott's policies did one basic thing - steal from children and teachers and the 99%, to give to the wealthy 1%. I am happy to see George go. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 12:38 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 6 comments: FionaAugust 31, 2012 at 5:29 AM Is my comment in moderation or did you delete it because it made a valid point about your ability to effectively advocate for students? If the latter, how does that relate to your stated convictions on 'freedom of expression', 'open debate', and 'democratic process'?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeAugust 31, 2012 at 7:47 AM Your comment did not relate to the substance of my blog entry. I remove posts that have personal attacks on anyone, including myself. The blog is here as a vehicle to support advocates for public education and the comment section is open but moderated. I do in fact close it on occasion as there have been abusive comments by some anonymous posters. The purpose of the blog is not to host and publicize those comments.Delete Reply FionaAugust 31, 2012 at 1:28 PM My comment was neither a personal attack nor abusive by any definition, nor was it anonymous. It's unfortunate that you did not take my point. I'm a parent with a child in public education in your school district (as I have now learned--I didn't know anything about you before reading your post on Lana's blog). Your posts and your response really beg the question: for whom do you advocate when you say 'public education'? Your students? Their parents? Or teachers? The answer seems obvious to me. I think it's too bad you choose not to engage, but rather to silence. By the way, I didn't have a position last year on the teachers' work action, so this isn't a political discussion for me. I dealt with the consequences of the lost school days and lack of extracurricular activities like every other parent and without complaint. Speaking into an echo chamber is not advocacy. But best of luck with it anyway. I'll withdraw and not press the point. ReplyDelete René MarcelSeptember 1, 2012 at 2:57 PM As Vaughn Palmer intonated that the rats are leaving the sinking ship of Liberal "dys"policy as has been the case with the last two self-decimating parties, it looks as though our public schools are in for more of the same demoralizing treatment. It seems that when public office has been so corrupted by corporate and self-interest, the social net we pride ourselves upon is bound collapse under the pressure of bloated management. Mr Abbott may be leaving, but be assured that he will make sure his underlings keep their useless positions and obscene expense accounts through until after the next election. We need to prune the tree to get better results for the efforts of everyone keeping it alive. ReplyDelete Ian WenigerSeptember 2, 2012 at 9:00 PM Hooray! I was on vacation when I found out! I will demand a cheer for the departure of Gorgeous George at Tuesday's staff meeting.ReplyDelete UnknownSeptember 6, 2012 at 1:11 PM Excellent work Tara. People I meet at public functions want to now why teachers are so upset with Bill 22 legislation. They want a one minute answer. Well you provided it.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ▼  August (3) Goodbye Mr. Abbott Will the bcedplan actually listen? 22 marathons against Bill 22 ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7962,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 5, March 2005 Letter to minister from VSB Dear Mr. Christensen: On behalf of the Vancouver School Board, I am writing to express our concerns about the ministry’s new Grade 10 provincial exams to be imposed this year. Let me say at the outset that we understand the importance of assessment for, and of, learning. We believe that good assessment practices contribute to good teaching and student success. Ideally, we think that ongoing assessment should acknowledge a broad range of accomplishments and provide students with opportunities to demonstrate their learning in a variety of ways. Tracking the progress of student achievement is important for all involved: the students whose needs can thus be identified, the teachers who can learn more about their students and plan effectively for their teaching, and the parents to whom reports can be directed so they can follow and support their child’s progress. That having been said, the proposal for Grade 10 provincial exams raises several issues for the board. Our concerns are in three major areas: the educational value of the tests, the potential negative effects of the tests on teaching and learning, and the cost of the tests. I will outline our concerns in each of these areas. First, we are skeptical of the educational value of the provincial tests. Large scale high stakes testing such as the Grade 10 exams are, indeed, valuable for collecting centralized data that can be used to rank and compare students and schools. Such testing has not, to our knowledge, proven through research to be useful for improving individual student learning. Nor do we recall from consultations about changes to the graduation requirements, any expression of interest from stakeholders to implement provincial testing at Grade 10. There are already clear course objectives in place for each of the subjects the Ministry of Education proposes to test. Schools are already accountable for learning outcomes. Teachers have many assessment activities in place for the content they have covered. They use a wide range of assessment instruments and incorporate authentic tools and measures. Results of teachers’ assessments of student learning are communicated to parents and students through graded assignments and report cards. These school-based assessments provide students, teachers, and parents with the information they need for learning and teaching. We do not understand how provincial testing can positively add to this complement of school and classroom assessments. We would be interested to know if the Ministry of Education based the decision to implement Grade 10 exams on research. If this is the case, what is the research that indicates that this kind of testing has educational value? Second, we are concerned about the potential negative impact the testing may have on learning and teaching. We believe, and the new graduation program anticipates, that Grade 10 should be a time for exploration. Students at this age are still quite vulnerable, distracted by growth and development issues, identity formation/exploration, and peer pressure. We fear that the exams may heighten the risk of school failure or, at least the perception of failure. This is especially the case for particular groups of students: ESL, those with learning differences and difficulties and other special needs, low achievers, adult students working toward secondary school completion, for some examples. Equity of opportunity and outcome for all students could be undermined. Negative examples of increasing student stress, anxiety, and failure as a result of too many high-stakes exams are readily available in other countries like the United States and England, and in the province of Ontario. We fear the same results in British Columbia. Furthermore, research and experience show that high-stakes tests lead, over time, to teaching to the test, as teachers feel pressure to ensure that their students pass the exams. This has the effect of narrowing curriculum and modes of instruction. Tests capture a very narrow picture of achievement or mastery of both subject content and related skills. Highly valued learning outcomes, such as critical and creative thinking, or social competence and social responsibility, are not easily measured by tests with right and wrong answers. We would not like to see our Grade 10 classrooms reduced to a focus on what can be measured on a provincial test. In deciding to implement these exams at Grade 10, were these concerns about potential negative impact on teaching and learning taken into consideration? If so, could you tell us what you have determined will mitigate these concerns? We do understand that the exams count for only 20% of the mark of a student and have heard Ministry of Education staff say that consequently the results should not be the determining factor for a student’s passing or failing. However, we hold that pressure will be placed on students and teachers to achieve in these tests, and that this pressure will be sufficient to cause the potential negative impacts we have outlined here. Our third set of concerns is about the expense for resources used to create, administer, and mark these exams. This concern is, of course, related to their educational benefit, as the case has not been made that there is educational value. In a school system where resources are so limited, we believe the costs of the tests would be better directed to the enhancement of instruction or the learning environment. Perhaps the decision to have teachers mark exams in their own schools was a decision to reduce costs, but we believe that this is an unacceptable downloading of additional work at a very busy time of year when teachers are already experiencing workload pressures. Could you provide us with an estimate of the costs of this exam program? We believe our concerns are shared by many and would ask that you consider carefully the questions posed in this letter. In short, is there sufficient educational benefit of the Grade 10 exam program to warrant the cost and potential negative effect on teaching and learning? We note that in Finland, where high-stakes tests are not used in the school system, the students perform extremely well on international and local measures of achievement. If student success is what we are all focussing our resources and attention on, then perhaps we could learn a lesson from them. We urge the ministry to eliminate these Grade 10 examinations from the graduation program effective this school year. Your response to this matter is greatly appreciated. Adrienne Montani, Chairperson, Vancouver School District. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=23294&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 23, Number 7, May/June 2011 Factor 88? Don’t wait A member who has attained age 64, has reached factor ‘88’ (age plus contributory service), or is in receipt of a retirement pension under a registered pension plan, may voluntarily withdraw from the long-term portion of the Salary Indemnity Plan. Withdrawal may be made during any school year in which one of the foregoing conditions has been met and upon the completion of the appropriate withdrawal form. Withdrawal will be effective, upon approval, in September for applications received in that month. Applications submitted later will be effective the month following approval of the application. In making application for withdrawal, you should ensure that in the event of serious illness or accident you have sufficient accumulated sick leave which, when combined with 120 days of benefit from SIP: short-term, will protect your salary to the end of the month in which you reach factor ‘90’ or the end of the month you attain age 65, whichever comes first. Principals and vice-principals should contact their HR department to inquire if they are members of the BCTF SIP or the disability plan offered through the BCPVPA. The BCPVPA plan will have its own withdrawal guidelines. Applications are available online at: bctf.ca/uploadedFiles/Public/SalaryBenefits/SIP/LT-withdrawalForm.pdf or call the BCTF Income Security Division at 604-871-1921.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12418,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 19, Number 6, April 2007 Intensive French…a BC perspective by Wendy Carr Intensive French is a French as a Second Language program option that is garnering attention in British Columbia. Intensive French is an innovative approach to teaching and learning French that was introduced in Newfoundland and Labrador in 1998 as a boost to core French. It has produced such good results that all Grade 6 students in that province now take it instead of core French. There are 10,000 students taking intensive French across Canada in almost every province and territory including British Columbia and the Yukon. Surrey implemented it in 2004, and its first group of four classes is entering secondary schools in September. Vancouver is implementing the program in September 2007, and other districts in the province are interested as well. How does intensive French compare to other FSL programs such as core and immersion? The three approaches share some common goals, such as instilling in children a love of the language and culture and achieving varying degrees of bilingualism, but there are also some significant differences and challenges. French immersion is offered as a program of choice in Kindergarten (Early) or Grade 6 (Late). Students are taught the regular curriculum—from Math to PE—using French as the language of instruction. Students who graduate from Grade 12 immersion receive a "Double Dogwood Diploma," are functionally bilingual and can pursue post-secondary studies or work in either official language. About 30% of students complete Grade 12 immersion; there are often competing demands for coursework at the secondary level, and many high schools cannot offer a wide variety of courses in French. Core French is an introductory course usually offered in two 40-minute blocks per week in Grades 5 to 7 and for about three hours per week in Grade 8. Its focus on basic communication, cultivating cultural understandings, and acquiring/presenting information in the early grades is developed in the secondary grades. The problem with core French in BC, apart from its limited time allocation, is that during the mandated Grades (5 to 8) it is delivered mainly by generalist teachers with very little language background or specific methodological training. Under these conditions, students do not make a great deal of progress (not surprisingly after only about 260 contact hours spread over four years) and, by the time they can receive specialized instruction in high school, many have already dropped out. Many university programs no longer require French 11 or 12: an introductory language at Grade 11 or equivalent often suffices. For all of these reasons, only about 10% of students who start core French in Grade 5 complete French 12. Intensive French (IF) is a program of choice in BC in which Grade 6 students have five months, in which everything except Math, takes place in French. It is basically a French language arts program for four hours a day for half the year; students do language-rich projects and activities, and read and write in French. For the second half of the year, they take a compacted version of the regular science, socials, and language arts curriculum in English plus one hour of French per day. In Grade 7 and beyond, they continue an enriched French program along with the regular curriculum. In intensive French, students stay in their neighbourhood schools, do the regular English curriculum and acquire 600 hours of French instruction. They enter secondary school speaking French and take Intensive French 8, a differentiated course using IF pedagogy but treating regular French 10 themes and linguistic concepts. What are the challenges to implementing intensive French on a wider scale? The two major ones are similar to those faced by French immersion, that is, finding fully bilingual teachers and starting a new program within an existing school organization. IF normally starts at Grade 6 and continues with a daily hour follow-up in Grade 7, thus requiring only one teacher per school. In theory, if there is enough community interest in a school’s catchment, a program should be able to run without too much disruption. The exception to this theory is if a teacher needs to be displaced, as is likely if there is not a potential IF teacher on staff. The lack of methodologically trained, bilingual teachers is a problem affecting all FSL programs in this province. A concerted effort is needed to recruit new French teachers, enhance existing teachers’ training, and ensure that all pre-service teachers take at least one basic course in second language methodology. Some ask if intensive French should replace core French. A better question, I believe, is: What lessons can we learn from IF to improve other FSL programs? The winning combination of time and intensity produces results in immersion and intensive programs and the lack of both is part of why core French doesn’t yield better outcomes. IF focusses on literacy (a language-arts approach) and uses interactive teaching strategies that enable students to develop fluency and accuracy. Students use and re-use language in real situations while teachers model and redirect what they say, helping them to internalize that language. This, in turn, leads to the intuitive use of French in a very short time. The inclusion of intensive French pedagogy into teacher training and professional development would serve all FSL educators well. A summer institute for IF teachers—and open to all FSL educators—is offered August 20 to 24 at the University of British Columbia. Sessions run in French, and elementary and secondary FSL teachers are welcome. See details at www.mmecarr.ca. Intensive French offers great potential for children to achieve functional bilingualism while remaining in their neighbourhood school. The addition of this program to a district’s offerings can bring renewed attention to French as a desirable addition to a child’s education and could open up programming possibilities at the secondary level. In other provinces, for example, IF students join their late and early immersion counterparts in secondary elective courses offered in French. And, rather than drawing students away from immersion programs, overall enrolment in those programs has increased in districts and provinces where IF has been implemented. Intensive French has arrived in British Columbia! It has much to contribute not only to how we teach and learn French but also to Canada’s goal of doubling the number of bilingual graduates by 2013. Stay tuned! A similar article was published in the Canadian Parents for French Winter 2006 bulletin. Wendy Carr has been a core French teacher for 31 years in Coquitlam. She is now a part-time Intensive French helping teacher in Surrey and co-ordinates the French teacher education program at UBC. For information about intensive French: www.mmecarr.ca/ICF/ICF.html. Comparison of elementary FSL programs in British Columbia   Core French Intensive French French Immersion 220,000 students in BC, 1,600,000 in Canada 250 students in BC, 10,000 in Canada 38,500 students in BC, 300,000 in Canada 150 hours (Gr. 5, 6, 7) 600 hours (Gr. 6 & 7) 5,000 hours (K to Gr. 7) Students learn French using a communicative approach wherever possible. Students use French to do activities and projects. Regular school subjects are compressed into second half of the intensive year. After Grade 6, a student can engage in a general conversation. Core French is provincially mandated in Grades 5 to 8, usually delivered in two 40-minute lessons per week. Intensive French is a program of choice that starts in Grade 6 with an intensive half-year (80% French) followed by one hour/day in French for second half of year and all of Grade 7. French immersion is a program of choice that starts in Kindergarten or Grade 6 with 100% French instruction. By Grade 12, a student can communicate in a variety of real-life situations. After Grade 6, a student can engage in a general conversation. By Grade 12, a student is functionally bilingual. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9864&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2002 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 2, Nov./Dec. 2002 Readers write Wisdom needed to implement change Certain information must be considered before changes are made in a school system. The first consideration has to do with the kinds of students in today’s classrooms and how this affects teaching. In some homes, there are fears, frustrations, displacements, layoffs, and feelings of inadequacy. It follows that the performance of a child is affected by the home conditions. In addition, a policy of inclusion is in place. A teacher can find incidents of FAS, ADHD, autism, criminal tendencies, child neglect, and substance abuse in a class. Presence of these exceptional conditions requires an inordinate amount of time in preparing individualized work and in meetings with parents, aides, and other assistants. Furthermore, such students do not respond to rules and can be most disruptive. Since sanctions are counter productive, it takes patience and constant support on the part of a teacher to motivate them. The second consideration is the purpose of an institution. The purpose of school used to be literacy and numeracy, in other words, learning activities that promote the thinking skills. A lawyer wouldn’t think of performing surgery, and a dedicated doctor would feel out of place in a primary classroom. In other words, professional competence depends on specialized training as well as on personal attributes. When an institution maintains its original purpose, it is capable of making the necessary adjustments to accommodate change. That brings us to the function of the institution of government, which has the sole responsibility of facilitating the operation of all the institutions that make up a society. The third consideration for those in education is the exciting research in education, and particularly that of brain-based learning. Imaging of the brain, discovered in medical research, has revealed how learning takes place and the optimum conditions for its achievement. With their knowledge of learning theories and emotional intelligence, teachers had intuitively known what research confirmed. The research has also confirmed that when adverse conditions exist, the results are adversely affected. In other words, there are conditions that impede learning. Those obstacles must be removed. It takes more than testing to accomplish that. Finally, since parents are the first educators and are party to that role throughout the formative years of a child, it is imperative that the parent/teacher team work in harmony. At a large educational workshop I asked, "What is the most serious problem you have in your classroom?" The immediate answer: "The waste of potential." That became the topic of discussion. I wish parents could have heard the degree of concern about it. In all my experiences with teachers, I have been convinced that, in the profession, there is a universal will to do the best for every student. What is needed is the wisdom to use effectively the financial means we have and, most urgently, to open our minds to the existing experience and information, of which there is a much greater bank than is now being acknowledged. Mary MacMillan Abbotsford We can’t afford Olympics I have written two letters to President Jacques Rogge, International Olympic Committee, Chateau de Vidy, 1007 Lausanne, Switzerland, regarding the Vancouver 2010 Olympic bid. Here are some excerpts from both letters. "I am pleading with the International Olympic committee to reject the Vancouver bid. B.C, simply cannot afford, at this time to host the Olympics. To raise the estimated $21.5 million bid costs, the current B.C. government has instigated massive ministry budget cuts in transportation, justice, education, parks and recreation, forestry, social services, and health. All of these cuts are occurring as the B.C. government frantically tries to scrape together enough money to cover just the bid costs... "...Alberta already has all of the required Olympic venues from their 1988 Winter Olympics and Canadian athletes have availed themselves of these facilities since they were built... "...No country can ever cover the costs of hosting the Olympics because of the increased costs of providing security against terrorist threats... "...There is definitely a ground swell in the province against hosting the Olympics. These protests are not against the ideals of the Olympics. People are upset that at this time of political and social upheaval, instigated by the B.C. Liberal cuts to services, that the government would even consider hosting the Olympics... "The social structures in B.C. are being compromised; citizens safety and health are being put in jeopardy... Now is not the time." Rick Foulger Nelson Is a crisis looming for TOCs? I would like some feedback from other TOCs and beginning teachers about the level of TOC work in your district. I chair the TOC committee in Victoria, and many TOCs here are reporting a significant drop in work compared with the same period last year. If the trend continues, it could result in a crisis for TOCs here in Victoria. I have received e-mails from TOCs who have gotten only a handful of calls since September. I haven’t had a call since September 30. In my previous three years, I never went a week without at least one call. If I didn’t have an EI claim I would be in serious trouble. I don’t know how some TOCs are getting by. The main culprit for us in Victoria is district budget cuts and teacher layoffs. Teacher layoffs are causing extreme downward pressure. TOCs who last year worked year-long temp contracts are now taking the half-year or short-term contracts. TOCs who worked the short-term contracts are scrambling for whatever is left and are back day-to-day subbing. The remaining TOCs are shut out of contracts and are facing more competition for straight TOC work. TOC work has been affected in other ways: Loss of temp contracts resulted from the lifting of class-size limits. More district meetings are being held after school rather than during instructional time. Oversize class time, for which teachers used to book TOCs, has been lost. Reduced funding has meant greater restrictions on school based in-service education and fewer TOC days. The proliferation of part-time and reduced assignments has meant that coverage is being provided "in house" rather than by a TOC. All these add up and translate into fewer TOC opportunities. With many TOCs barely eking out a living as it is, even a minor drop in work can have a huge impact. TOCs are the "hidden casualties" in the layoff process. No one knows how this process is going to play out, whether it will be a minor setback or the beginning of a tough couple of years for TOCs. Brian Bradley Greater Victoria Send a powerful message now Teachers of this region should know that they need not wait until the provincial election in 2005 to send a clear message of concern to this government. Jeff Bray, MLA for Victoria, Beacon Hill, was elected with less than 38% of the popular vote. During the campaign Mr. Bray said that it was "fear-mongering at its worst" to suggest that Liberal policies would reduce public services. Bray has supported his government on every measure. He is an enthusiastic supporter of the cuts to educational funding. A non-partisan group of citizens believe that it would be very appropriate for the first successful Canadian recall campaign to occur in the provincial capital. The Recall Bray Campaign volunteers are planning to collect 15,000 signatures early in 2003 in order to force a by-election. You do not have to live in the riding to be involved. You can help by: Volunteering to gather signatures, stuff envelopes, do data input, etc. Donating cash, goods and/or services to help the campaign. Pre-register. If you were eligible to vote in the Victoria–Beacon Hill riding in the May 2001 election (whether you voted or not), pre-register on the Recall Bray Campaign web site so that we know where to find you when the 60-day recall period starts. Join the Recall Bray Campaign (www.recallbray.com or phone 250-370-5180) and send a powerful message to Gordon Campbell and his government. Bert Slater Greater Victoria)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media last tweet "" @ - 12:00am Follow @ last post "" facebook/ - Jan 1st Like Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=22928,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 23, Number 6, April 2011 Who is writing nasty things about us at the college? By Kelly Shields and Jane Turner An anonymous article which follows on the heels of College of Teachers’ Registrar Kit Krieger’s editorial in the latest issue of the BCCT magazine presents a diatribe against the BCTF and ultimately teachers themselves. Under the guise of a summary of a report on the College of Teachers commissioned by former Minister Margaret MacDiarmid’s appointee Don Avison, the article repeats the shoddy scholarship of the original report. In a rather confused leap of logic, the unnamed author equates teacher membership in a “self-regulating” college with professional standing. In addition, teachers’ competence is questioned. The article calls into disrepute the quality of public school teaching in BC as a whole. These aspersions are unwarranted and unsubstantiated and sound like the squawks of someone with an axe to grind. Teachers do not get their validation as professionals from belonging to the college. By government decree, public school teachers became members of a college in 1987. Teachers were professionals before this time and will remain so regardless of whether the college continues to exist. By definition, teaching is a profession and those in it are professionals. One might ask if our colleagues in other provinces and territories across the country, save Ontario, are now to be deemed unprofessional, as they do not work under the auspices of a college? Researchers Anne Phelan (UBC) and Alice Pitt (OISE) in their work on teachers’ professional autonomy note that teachers are working in a “context of heightened—and often shrill—demands for public accountability in an atmosphere of damaged trust between teachers and the public.” (Paradoxes of Autonomy in Professional Life: A Research Problem, ISSN 1358-684X, print/ISSN 1469-3583 online, 2008) The TC Magazine article is an example of how the public trust in teachers and the profession is being further damaged. While no real evidence is cited in the article for the sweeping pronouncements made against teachers’ professionalism, the conclusion the reader is meant to reach is that without a college controlling all aspects of teachers’ lives, there can be no professional status attachment. As professionals, teachers put the interest of students ahead of the interests of the profession and themselves. Long before there was a college, teachers swore an oath to uphold their Code of Ethics saying aloud, along with other statements from the code: The teacher speaks and acts toward students with respect and dignity, and deals judiciously with them, always mindful of their individual rights and sensibilities. The teacher recognizes that a privileged relationship with students exists and refrains from exploiting that relationship for material, ideological, or other advantage. Reviewing teachers’ professionalism and their professional autonomy, authors Phelan and Pitt write, “Teaching involves placing one’s autonomy at the service of the best interests of children.” (2008). They continue to state that “Autonomy is also foundational to the making and development of a profession.” (p. 190). Had Avison or the unnamed author of the TC article consulted the work of Drs. Phelan and Pitt, they might have been able to test their claims against the academic research and found them as wanting as we do. Instead, teachers and the public have to endure yet another round of damaging aspersions against both our professionalism and our competence. Teachers in British Columbia are highly trained and skilled, committed to ensuring that the students in our schools receive the highest quality of education we can provide within the system we teach. As representatives of the teachers in the public schools of BC, we are open to discuss how we can ensure that teacher training and certification are effective and comprehensive. We are open to discuss how we can best ensure that members who transgress boundaries are disciplined. We are open to working with those who also have the best interests of students at their core. We are not open to sitting by when agencies criticize teachers from an unfounded and spurious position. Kelly Shields and Jane Turner are assistant directors, BCTF Professional and Social Issues Division. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=16532,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2008 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 1, September 2008  Reported elsewhere UK standardized tests severely criticized by Parliament And article by Warwick Mansell in The Times Education Supplement reveals the results of a Parliamentary committee investigation of FSA-type testing in Britain. The committee concluded that the "2008 Assessment overload 'puts sustained learning at risk'. " Teachers' criticisms of England's testing regime were vindicated as the committee called for national tests to be scrapped in their current form. For full story, go to: tinyurl.com/694yj5 For committee's news release and report, go to: tinyurl.com/6k2475 For video of how students visualize the SAT test, go to: tinyurl.com/5faj9z School boards turning to foreign students to fill classrooms as enrolments decline Jill Mahoney of the Globe and Mail, wrote a story exposing how "Canadian school boards are increasingly turning to foreign students to fill classrooms and boost budgets through hefty tuition fees. Thousands of children who pay up to $14,000 to attend public schools arrive in Canada each year with dreams of becoming fluent in English...Even small-town school districts have international programs, complete with recruitment budgets, multilingual websites and English-as-a-second-language teachers. At least one has a dormitory for children as young as 10." For the full story go to: tinyurl.com/3vg3wn High-stress parenting killing play Jenny Wagler wrote in the National Post that "Play, the sacred pastime of childhood, is under attack." Quoting doctoral candidate Kimberly Bezaire from the Ontario Institute for Studies in Education at the University of Toronto, the article stated: ""Play is the optimal condition for learning–it's a creative, thinking, feeling space where children are artists at work." For the full article, go to: tinyurl.com/6mcv9s ADHD diagnoses are inconsistent–only Quebec has guidelines Janet Steffenhagen wrote in The Vancouver Sun: "Children who show signs of attention deficit hyperactivity disorder (ADHD) are regularly misdiagnosed in every province except Quebec, according to new research to be presented today at a national conference. That's because Quebec alone has guidelines for diagnoses. ...Quebec's guidelines are exemplary, he said, but elsewhere in Canada diagnoses can vary from doctor to doctor." For the full story, go to: tinyurl.com/6o3fsw Pretty girls bullied more, study says Rosemary Westwood of The Edmonton Journal wrote about a new study that contradicts "...conventional wisdom with the finding that teenage girls who consider themselves attractive are more likely to be the victims of emotionally damaging bullying." The author of the study, Lindsey Leenaars, says attractive girls experience a 35% higher risk of bullying. "Other girls can use this type of aggression to knock those girls down a bit and eliminate those girls (as competition)." For the full story, go to: tinyurl.com/3qhmbt – Murray Dobbin Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Touring a natural gas drilling rig with @MLA Mike Bernier, and Brian from EnCana http://t.co/AifdJ4H07b" @Teresa_Wat - 06:01pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/links.aspx?printPage=true,Selected Web Links  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Links Selected Web Links We have compiled a comprehensive list of web sites which provide useful information for BCTF members and local leaders interested in labour issues and educational theory and practice. Many of our web pages have links to subject specific sites. Table of Contents Copyright Education Education partners Employers Facts & figures Government & agencies Labour  Legislation Lobbying & organizing on the web Post secondary links Research institutes School districts, trustee & schools Teaching exchanges Teacher orgs. & professional assocs. Copyright Lesley Ellen Harris' informative Copyright Laws site The Council of Ministers of Education publishes a guide for teachers called Copyright Matters. The Creative Commons Search page provides access to search engines that can turn up works published under a Creative Commons (CC) license. Michael Geist's blog "Fair dealing consensus emerges within Canadian educational community," 14 Nov. 2012 "What the new copyright law means for you," 13 Nov. 2012 "The Supreme Court of Canada speaks: How to assess fair dealing for education," 22 Aug. 2012   New Copyright Rules for Schools, from the Alberta Teachers' Association   Canadian copyright legislation: The Copyright Act  Bill C-11: An Act to amend the Copyright Act   Education (see also Government and agencies) The American Educational Research Association is an international professional organization with the primary goal of advancing educational research and its practical application. British Columbia Confederation of Parent Advisory Councils, a non-profit organization representing parental views about public education. Canadian Association of Media Education Organizations is an association of Canadian media literacy groups from across Canada. Check Your Head (CYH) is a youth driven organization located in Vancouver. The ERIC database includes full text non-journal documents from 1993 to the present. The Educator's Reference Desk is maintained by the researchers who created the AskERIC service, and includes access to lesson plans, the ERIC database, and links to online education information. The Homeroom, British Columbia's history of education web site. Learning Forward British Columbia - mandate is to ensure that "every educator engages in effective professional learning every day so every student achieves". MediaSmarts (formerly the Media Awareness Network) is a non-profit organization dedicated to promoting digital and media literacy. They provide high-quality Canadian-based digital and media literacy resources; provide leadership in advancing digital and media literacy in Canadian schools, homes and communities; and contribute to the development of informed public policy on issues related to the media. The Pride Education Network advocates for change in the educational system that will result in a positive environment for LGBTQ people in education, whether they are students, parents, teachers, support staff, or administrators. Public Education Network Society is a non-profit, non-partisan organization promoting the importance of universal, free, accessible public education. Includes the Charter for Public Education. Student Vote, a program for Canadian students under the voting age who may participate in a non-partisan, parallel election experience during an official election period. Education partners BC Confederation of Parent Advisory Councils  British Columbia Principals' and Vice-Principals' Association  BC Retired Teachers' Association  BC School Superintendents Association  BC School Trustees Association  Employers (see also School districts, trustees and schools) B.C. Public School Employers' Association, the employers' association for public boards of education and the Conseil scolaire francophone de la Colombie-Britannique. Education Canada Network lists job postings for most BC school districts. Public Sector Employers' Council (PSEC) site includes links to labour legislation and web sites. Facts and figures B.C. Ministry of Education Aboriginal Education - Academic Performance Data  Provincial Reports on K-12 Education  Student statistics (provincial, district, and school) Teacher statistics (provincial, district, and school)   B.C. Statistics, the central statistical agency for British Columbia DataBC (BC Provincial Government) Statistics Canada, latest news and indicators Government and agencies Government of British Columbia's web site provides links to the following key ministries and services: B.C. Government Directory  Members of the Legislature (MLAs), including e-mail addresses. Ministry of Advanced Education  Ministry of Children and Family Development   Ministry of Education home page contains the following key resources: Annual Service Plan Reports   Curriculum – K-12 curriculum and learning resources Funding  Legislation and Policy  Manual of School Law (includes the School Act) Ministry News  Open School BC  Provincial Reports on K-12 Education  Teacher Regulation Branch  School Districts / Contacts  Standard School Calendar     Ministry of Jobs, Tourism and Skills Training (and responsible for Labour)    Employment Standards Branch   Government of Canada  Canadiana links to many government and related sites. The Council of Ministers of Education, Canada (CMEC) provide contact information for provincial and territorial departments and ministries responsible for education via an interactive map on their home page. Employment Insurance  Statistics Canada's Learning Resources page connected students and teachers to free Canadian information and teaching resources. The Education Outreach Program was discontinued in June 2012, but some of the resources developed through the program are still available on their Students and Teachers page. U.S. Department of Education, including the Education Resource Organizations Directory. WorkSafeBC (Formerly Workers' Compensation Board) Legislation BC Laws. Unofficial consolidation of Statutes and Regulations of British Columbia Labour Relations Code  Legislative Assembly of British Columbia  Manual of School Law (includes the School Act) Office of the Information and Privacy Commissioner (for BC) includes the legislation and orders and decisions. Order in Council and Ministerial Order Resumes  Lobbying and organizing on the web The Canadian Labour Congress features pages on campaigns and political action. The Council of Canadians provides opportunities for Canadians to lobby their MPs on current issues. Right on Canada is the Rideau Institute's public advocacy campaign on human rights. The site features information and advocacy tools to support citizen action. Post-secondary links Faculties of Education  Simon Fraser University  Thompson Rivers University  Trinity Western University  University of British Columbia  University of British Columbia Dept. of Educational Studies  University of British Columbia Okanagan  University of Northern British Columbia  University of Victoria  Vancouver Island University   The Association of BC Deans of Education represents the provincial teacher education programs. Continuing Studies in Education: Teacher Professional Development at the University of Victoria offers Pro D institutes, teaching and learning resources, and undergraduate and graduate programs.The Adult and Continuing Education and Workplace Training Program parallels the Justice Institute of B.C.'s non-credit, professional development programs. The Justice Institute of B.C. provides programs, courses and services, many of which have educational relevance for classroom teachers, counsellors, and others involved in public education. Simon Fraser University's Professional Qualification Program is a certificate program for immigrant teachers. Research institutes Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives (CCPA) is an independent, non-partisan research institute concerned with issues of social and economic justice. Canadian Council on Social Development promotes social and economic security for all Canadians through its research on a broad variety of issues: income security, employment, labour market, poverty, child welfare, pensions and government social policies. Centre for Social Justice is a Canadian coalition of activists from universities and unions, faith communities and social movements. School districts, trustees and schools (see also Employers) BC school districts contact information  BC School Trustees Association site features policies from BC school districts and a list of school board trustees by district. The Canadian Schools Boards Association is the national voice of school boards in Canada. Publications and projects include poverty, youth justice, and social inclusion. Map - BC School Districts  Standard School Calendar   Teaching exchanges Canadian Education Exchange Foundation  Teacher organizations and professional associations Canadian Teachers' Federation  BC organizations British Columbia Association of School Psychologists  British Columbia Principals' and Vice-Principals' Association  BC Retired Teachers' Association  BC School Superintendents' Association  Teacher Qualification Service (British Columbia)   Provincial organizations Alberta Teachers' Association  Association des enseignantes et des enseignants franco-ontariens  Centrale des syndicats du Québec (CSQ)  Elementary Teachers' Federation of Ontario  Fédération des syndicats de l'enseignement (FSE)  Manitoba Teachers' Society  New Brunswick Teachers' Association  Newfoundland and Labrador Teachers' Association  Northwest Territories Teachers' Association  Nova Scotia Teachers Union  Nunavut Teachers' Association  Ontario English Catholic Teachers' Association  Ontario Secondary School Teachers' Federation  Ontario Teachers' Federation  Prince Edward Island Teachers' Federation  Quebec Provincial Association of Teachers  Saskatchewan Teachers' Federation  Yukon Teachers' Association   International organizations American Federation of Teachers  Education International  Korean Teachers and Education Workers' Union  National Education Association (U.S.)  National Union of Teachers, United Kingdom South African Democratic Teachers' Union (SADTU)    Last updated August 19, 2013 Prepared and maintained by Diana Broome, BCTF Information Services Co-ordinator, e-mail: dbroome@bctf.ca. )
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7304,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 4, January/February 2006 The promise and peril of high-stakes accountability by Sandra Mathison and E. Wayne Ross Educators today are besieged by a movement that demands higher and higher scores on standardized tests. Anyone who has looked carefully at these tests knows that they are loaded with trivia—questions that most successful adults cannot answer and would indeed scorn to answer. Our children are being fed intellectual junk food, and we would do well to insist on a healthier educational diet. – Nel Noddings, "War, Critical Thinking, and Self Understanding," Phi Delta Kappan, March 2004. The high-stakes-accountability road has been taken in many countries, especially the USA. Changes are occurring that suggest Canada is headed down the same road (for example, the Fraser Institute report card on schools, the Ontario School Secondary Literacy Test as a graduation requirement, provincial tests of reading, writing, and math at the elementary and secondary levels, and a media that implicitly supports high-stakes accountability). While there is great promise offered by the rhetoric of high-stakes accountability there is also great peril. We should take advantage of what is known about the false promise and the unanticipated perils of high-stakes accountability, and map an alternative route. What is high-stakes accountability? It is most often manifest in systems of accountability called bureaucratic-outcomes-based accountability. These are systems in which students, teachers, and/or administrators are accountable to a central government authority for demonstrating success on a small set of common indicators of student performance. And there are tangible consequences at the individual and school level for failure. The promises of high-stakes accountability There are a number of promises and assumptions that are part of the rhetoric of high-stakes accountability: Teachers will teach all children and have uniformly high expectations. Outcome measures will motivate teachers to teach well and students to learn well. Achievement differences based on race, ethnicity, gender, and first language will be eliminated. Students not well served by public schools will be. School credentials will be more meaningful. Meaningful schooling outcomes (at the individual and organizational levels) can be captured by annually administered census standardized tests. High school graduates will meet workplace expectations. National and international market competitiveness will be enhanced. Measurement techniques and technology are up to the task. This last point is important because faith in educational measurement assumes that single standardized tests are valid for the purpose, that the important outcomes of schooling can be captured with a standardized test, and that the scoring and reporting of scores are trustworthy. The perils of high-stakes accountability The perils of high-stakes accountability, in large part, stem from the underlying assumptions of the promise of high-stakes accountability. Treating everyone the same all the time does not constitute fairness. External motivation (based largely on punishment) is not the only, or the best way, to get people to change, and in fact diminishes a love of learning. Consequences, rewards, and sanctions have unanticipated and undesired impact—like defining the curriculum as that which is tested, increasing drop-out rates, increasing the number of kids in special education. The professionalism of teachers is diminished because it is assumed they cannot be trusted to do the right thing or a good job. Uniform and single measures of learning are just bad evaluation practice. Annually administered standardized tests capture only a fraction of academic expectations (the curriculum cannot be covered in a one-shot test). Annually administered standardized tests capture nothing about other important schooling outcomes (citizenship, social development, work habits, antiviolence). When social indicators are used for important decision-making there is a high likelihood the indicators and the uses of those indicators will be corrupted. Authentic accountability: An alternative There is an alternative to high-stakes accountability—authentic accountability—a more locally based although still public system of accountability where schools are accountable to parents and the public for how well a school is educating its students and about the quality of the social and learning environment through the use of authentic and multiple indicators. There are four basic principles of authentic accountability: Improvement. Use of a wider range of strategies to improve the quality of schools and learning, such as professional development. Equity. Closing the race, ethnicity, and class achievement gaps and overcoming the consequences of poverty and racism, through the provision of health and social welfare care as well as academic care. Democracy. Control over and responsibility for schools must be grounded in sound principles of participatory democracy, such as informed involvement of local stakeholders. Informing the public. Providing accurate information about the functioning, successes, and problems of public education, such as information about libraries, health care, availability of enough and current textbooks, clean and equipped bathrooms, and so on. Authentic accountability is characterized by: local authentic assessments. school quality review model. low-stakes standardized testing in literacy and numeracy. annual local reporting by schools to their communities. consequences at the school level, not the child or teacher level, for failure. The rhetoric of outcomes-based accountability is appealing—who wouldn’t want all kids to succeed and high-school graduation to be meaningful? It is imperative that teachers, school administrators, trustees, parents, and students work together to champion authentic accountability, an accountability based on shared democratic responsibility and not on simplistic signs like test scores. Sandra Mathison and Wayne Ross are professors in the Faculty of Education at UBC. sandra.mathison@ubc.ca, wayne.ross@ubc.ca Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=19898&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 2, October 2009  Our school is an amazing place By Shelley Stark Our school is an amazing place to work; staff is cohesive, involved, and inspired! Teachers are energized, enthusiastic, and eager to try new teaching strategies while facing many challenges. Three such obstacles include; a student population of over 85% English as a Second Language (ESL), a district-based social development program, and a Parent Advisory Committee consisting of two volunteers in a school of almost 600 students. I left to teach elsewhere, but felt compelled to come back for several reasons. The first reason is the teachers—we have experienced a relatively high turn over rate on our staff in recent years, and yet our camaraderie as colleagues remains strong. The second reason is administrative leadership; we have definitely had strong, confident leaders who have been respected role models. A cohesive, inspired, and enthusiastic staff, begins with an individual and collective desire for professional growth and self improvement. Growth and development begins with a positive attitude and a personal desire to improve. Teachers demonstrating an interest in lifelong learning are positive role models for their students and an inspiration to their colleagues. Interested educators are more likely to ask curious questions, enter into motivating discussions, and think critically about their profession and their students. Without internal motivation and positive attitude, there is little chance of critical personal connections being made with students or colleagues. Once rapport is established between colleagues, personal connections need nurturing in the workplace, just as they do in one’s personal life. Time is the most precious gift one has to offer, and taking the time to share experiences, laugh, listen, and provide emotional support is critical to building a mutually supportive environment. When I am not sure I have the time or energy left to support a colleague and lift him or her up, I remember that positive energy will come back to me in my time of need…if not from that same person, then someone else. Teachers should not be afraid to ask for help, as it may not be obvious to others that you need help. Asking for help is not a sign of weakness, but a reflection of one’s strength, confidence, and personal awareness. Asking for help when needed is also an indicator to your colleague of the trust and respect you have for him or her. Support could be as simple as an encouraging word or a positive comment about a job well done. I believe a collaborative environment fosters a network of support, and this support makes many challenges seem less intimidating. As educators, we should be celebrating the small accomplishments that provide the motivation and inspiration to keep moving forward. As professionals, we need to congratulate our peers for the small successes, because only we know how much time and effort some of those little things require. Likewise, it is important to honour one’s colleagues for the decisions they make or the job that they do with children. Work is only part of one’s life, and we never really know what challenges our colleagues are facing, beyond the walls of our workplace. We respect and honour our students in our classroom, I believe that we should show the same respect for our colleagues’ changing degree of involvement or participation at work. This trust and respect allows for flexibility while avoiding assumptions and potential conflict. Supportive staff develop trust among members. When people feel trusted, they feel safe. A feeling of safety builds confidence. When people feel confident, they are more likely to take risks, step out of their comfort zone, or stretch themselves personally and professionally. Educators feeling supported and encouraged are more willing to invite colleagues to give constructive criticism in order to grow and develop. They are comfortable, relaxed, and can have fun creating a learning experience for themselves within their teaching environment. Successful administrators also recognize and promote schools as a positive working and learning environment for teachers as well as students. Having an administrator who is accessible, consistently and predictably supportive, and a role model for lifelong learning and personal improvement, is important for fostering a safe, trusting environment for teachers. Providing opportunities for, and encouraging, various teachers to take leadership roles, also creates a positive feeling for staff members by increasing their sense of worth, importance, and overall value. Teachers can build their skills, develop their confidence, and feel empowered by their accomplishments and contribution to the school. This distribution of responsibility to many teacher leaders also contributes to the continuity within the school, as any administrative change causes little disruption to the running of the school. With personal desire to improve one’s practice, confidence, and trust between teachers, and support of the administration, the natural progression is toward a collaborative teaching environment. In order to be successful, a collaborative teaching environment cannot be forced, but it can be encouraged and supported, with the positive results being shared and celebrated by the entire staff. When teachers see the potential of collaboration, they want to be included in the process. The idea of working together, sharing the load, creating something better than one could have accomplished alone, and having fun along the way, is inspiring to many teachers. The main obstacle to collaboration is finding time for mutual planning, marking, problem solving, and sharing. Creative planning to find this time is one element of support that administration and teacher leaders can offer. Those are the reasons my school is an amazing place to work. I have suggested that many components play a part in creating the supportive, cohesive, and motivated place I work at on a daily basis. Relationships are the key. Trusting and supportive administration is important, as is the safe and mutually respectful rapport between staff members. All of this is possible because of each individual staff member’s willingness to take risks, to share their work and ideas, and to trust themselves and their colleagues. All parties involved contribute to these relationships. Time invested has been time saved in the end, and the rewards are inspiring, both personally and professionally! Shelley Stark is a Surrey teacher.)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2014/09/bc-teacher-strike-lessons-learned.html?showComment=1411345437234,Staffroom Confidential: BC Teacher strike - Lessons learned Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Saturday, September 20, 2014 BC Teacher strike - Lessons learned On the evening of the vote results, I found myself, with great difficulty, repeating the tried and true advice: "Don't mourn, organize." Because it is correct. There is much to do. And there are always setbacks and disappointments on the way to a better world. That said, it is also worth some analysis on the strike to guide the future. Here are my thoughts. Longest teacher strike in BC history Despite the outcome, perhaps the most incredible thing about this strike was the resolve of teachers. Although long strikes are more common in the private sector, for a public sector union this was a very long strike indeed. Three days of rotating strikes, followed by two weeks in June, followed by almost three weeks in September. Five weeks in total. This is more than double the length of the 2005 strike of two weeks. The length of the strike showed the depth of the resolve amongst teachers. Teachers understood clearly the severity of the issues at hand and the need for extended pressure in the context of a government that campaigned on and implements neo-liberal reforms. Teachers should be rightly proud of taking a stand and making a personal sacrifice to do so. And union leaders should take careful note that workers in British Columbia are willing to take action to stop concession bargaining and instead fight to win improvement. I hope we are at a historic breaking point from the thirty year concessionary bargaining of the North American labour movement. The length of the strike is also important for its knock on effect. Periods of history where labour makes gains are marked by frequent strikes and by more strike days. Not every one of these strikes results in victory. But the cumulative impact changes the balance of power. Employers get nervous if they believe the risk is high. And this in turn impacts the outcome of bargaining. The outcome I do not believe this strike was a victory. On the major issue, return of class size and composition limits, we failed. The Education Fund, as I've already noted, is a shell game. The money in will in short order be offset by increased costs to School Boards and stagnating per pupil funding. The "reopener" clause for government in the event of a court victory on our class size case will nullify potential gains from that win. The grievance settlement we paid for ourselves with the strike savings, relieving government from a potential liability and bargaining lever. On wages, the government did shift slightly. In spring they removed the requirement for sick day accumulation limits to pay for wages. They also shifted the timing to put more increases front loaded. But overall, the wages remain below inflation and so this is a concessionary contract in that respect. Teachers' buying power will go down over the life of the contract. The small increases to elementary preparation time are a genuine win, and this was a much better way to bargain the funds from the grievance settlement. These increases set a new standard in contract for elementary preparation time and this time is sorely needed. This is the only real improvement in working conditions in this contract. Teacher teaching on call (TTOC) per day rates increased for most TTOCs, but at the expense of those at the high end of the salary scale. This is probably overall a positive step, as there is a historic imbalance in the remuneration of teachers at the beginning and end of their careers. But it does come at the cost of experienced TTOCs who will pay for the change. Solidarity? Many teachers reluctantly voted yes because they felt a longer strike could significantly impact parent solidarity and the sympathy of the public. This may or may not be the case. Many vocal supporters were clear to indicate that support would continue regardless of the vote and that they were behind teachers in fighting for better classroom conditions. It is also the case that every public sector strike faces a conundrum - instead of monetary pressure on the employer, a strike creates public inconvenience. The widespread, organized support of parents and the continued support in polling was one of the great victories of this strike. This, more than anything else, pressured the government. The test now will be to ensure that the teacher/parent bonds that have been forged deepen and strengthen. Ultimately this will be required to win back smaller classes. Solidarity from organized labour is a more difficult assessment. It is first important to distinguish between the actions of the leadership of unions and the actions of individual members. Many individual union members showed great commitment. They came to our picket lines, they wrote letters, they rallied. Like parents, many actively organized in support. The labour leadership, five weeks into the strike, offered interest free loans to teachers and the BCTF. A few individual unions gave direct donations (notably Ontario teachers who donated $1,000,000). But the majority of the "support" came in the form of interest free loans. To me this is one of the tragic failures in this dispute, and a warning sign for workers in BC. While loans and donations are appreciated, what we need is collective pressure. BC now has a long and sad history of the union movement failing to step in with solidarity strikes when they are most needed. Two glaring examples stand out - long strikes by small private sector unions, such as the projectionists and now the IKEA workers, and public sector strikes. The failure of the BC Federation of Labour to mobilize with us is a continuation of the trend that sees joint labour action moribund. Nowhere was this more clear than during the "net zero" mandate, where there was so much reason for a joint coordinated response to a broad attack on public sector wages. Labour can and must work to support one another if we are to muster the strength needed to stop concession bargaining and regain what we have lost.  Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 10:32 AM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 5 comments: Angela WilliamSeptember 20, 2014 at 2:56 PM Victory is won not in miles but in inches. Win a little now, hold your ground, and later, win a little more. Louis L'Amour ReplyDelete Dan JardineSeptember 20, 2014 at 6:17 PM Astute and insightful, Tara. Thanks for this. ReplyDelete digeight TeacherSeptember 20, 2014 at 7:39 PM So what besides staying on strike was going to be a solution. ReplyDelete Replies Andre GuimondSeptember 21, 2014 at 5:23 PM Stay on strike -- AND pursue other strategies that would have increased the social costs to the government and their backers, to the point where they're compelled to give in. In my opinion, the union executive pursued a strategy (i.e. negotiations) that basically guaranteed that this was the best possible outcome. At no point did the executive ever say, "Look, negotiations can only take us so far, and the government can just hold out until we give in. So we need to do other things." Instead, they thought, as far as we can tell, "Negotiations are the only way. The law is in our favour. And if we don't negotiate, the courts might punish us." There were many other things we could have done: first and foremost, by making this a political issue. Connect the attack on public schools to the attack on the entire public sphere -- in fact, to the attack on the well-being of the general population. Make it about class. Connect the increasing of public funding of "private" schools to growing and obscene wealth and income inequality, also at public expense. Talk about the lack of unionization at private schools. Talk about the $40 as a voucher system; talk about New Orleans. Connect the attack on K-12 to exploding post-secondary tuition and debt. Make community control of education a priority. Talk about Chicago, the school occupations, the deep and cooperative links between teachers and parents. And so on, and so on... Those kinds of things rarely ever happened at the executive level, but there were certainly discussed on the picket lines and within some locals. And I don't just mean to blame the executive; they could have decided to pursue other strategies, clearly, but at the end of the day, we only have ourselves to blame. We could have done so much more, myself included, and I'll never forget that. And yet, again, it bears repeating -- don't mourn, organize!Delete Reply dpearcedSeptember 21, 2014 at 4:06 PM Tara Thank-you for being the voice of the the NO Vote. I would print off your articles and take them to picket lines. Many rank and file teachers agree with you. I think had the BCTF stayed out week or two longer we could have provoked a real crisis for the government. Courage and a clear analysis of how to fight and win is what is missing from BCTF and BCFed. Thanks again. ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ▼  September (9) Reflections on the BC Teacher Strike BC Teacher strike - Lessons learned Response to Sandy Garossino Will the Education Fund improve classroom conditio... Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Class composition: a human rights perspective Class size and composition - a short visual histor... Guest post - I WILL HOLD THE LINE Teachers - let your leadership know it is time to ... ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141007,bacontoday.com,http://bacontoday.com/the-people-of-canada-choose-bacon-over-sex/,People in Canada Choose Bacon Over Sex - Bacon Today HOME || CONTACT || --> PRESS || WHY BACON? || BACON EVENTS || ADD AN EVENT || ADVERTISE follow the bacon:  Search for: Bacon Shop Bacon News Bacon Recipes Bacon Reviews Bacon Desserts Bacon Books People in Canada Choose Bacon Over Sex by Corey James Click for Bacon! The people of Canada sure love their bacon. In a recent survey conducted by Maple Leaf Foods, 43% of the respondents said they would rather have bacon than sex. Are you surprised? If you’re a daily reader of Bacon Today the answer is probably no. In fact, you’re probably asking a question of your own — Canadian or Traditional bacon? Sadly, the survey was not that specific. Some other interesting findings in the survey: Move over High Karate…23% of men ranked bacon as their number one favorite fragrance Four out of five respondents (82%) who said they love bacon also said they are good lovers Nearly one in four of respondents (23%) wondered if ‘my partner loves bacon more than me’ How about you? If you had to chose, would your choice be bacon or sex? Hmmmm…. RELATED STORIES: Bacon Marriage Proposal [via] About the Maple Leaf For the Love of Bacon survey: From December 1 to December 2, 2009, Angus Reid Public Opinion conducted a survey among 1,006 randomly selected Canadian adults who are Angus Reid Forum panelists. The margin of error – which measures sampling variability – is +/- 3.1%. The results of the online survey have been statistically weighted according to the most current education, age, gender and region Census data to ensure samples representative of the entire adult population of Canada. Image credit: http://www.flickr.com/photos/31796655@N07/2974942783/ Related Articles: Bacon Wrapped Pizza Log – An Epicurean Edition Of Cooking With Junior No Bacon in Outer Space Bacon Patriotism Bacon Pizza Rubios Gourmet Touch...Bacon! Bacon and Eggs Tattoo on Man's Head Logging In... Profile cancel Sign in with Twitter Sign in with Facebook or Name EmailNot published Website Comment Notify me of followup comments via e-mail 76 Replies 53 Comments 0 Tweets 0 Facebook 23 Pingbacks Last reply was 5 months ago esk View February 14, 2010 who says you can’t combine the two hobbies, hm? although that’s been covered before here, hasn’t it. Reply VCB View February 14, 2010 Strip bacon or Back bacon? It would matter. Reply I hear Zip likes him some bacon View February 15, 2010 [...] hear Zip likes him some bacon Canadians Prefer Bacon over Sex FTA: "The people of Canada sure love their bacon. In a recent survey conducted by Maple Leaf [...] Reply Oh boy « vegreville View February 15, 2010 [...] 15, 2010 · Leave a Comment Canadians prefer bacon to sex: via [...] Reply slat25 View February 15, 2010 Bacon? Come on now. It’s good but not that good! Reply Mark View February 15, 2010 If 43% choose bacon over sex, then 57% choose sex over bacon. If this study were conducted, and 1% of people chose bacon over sex, would you still have the headline read as it does, because you may as well… it’s not inaccurate, just misleading. Reply FUCK YEAH USA View February 15, 2010 you mean ham LOLOL faggy Canadians . USA USA! Reply jb View February 15, 2010 that just means sex comes easier then bacon in Canada… Reply Fuck YA Canadian Bacon View February 15, 2010 USA USA USA Beastiality want some more of horse cock? dog cock? you fucking yankee obese american fucking pigs Reply Fuck yeah USA? View February 15, 2010 To the idiot above me, in Canada we have ham, bacon, and Canadian bacon. I prefer bacon – which is the same as bacon is in the US. So please, shut the hell up with your partisan bullshit. Reply HijinX2 View February 15, 2010 Broke American… Go play with your Tea Party, dirty redneck Reply Fred Azbellreplied: View 5 months ago We went broke getting our heart disease treated because we didn’t have health insurance like our Canuck cousins. Unfortunately, the financial health of a good portion of the world relies on the health of the American economy. That’s like walking a tightrope over a pool of alligators. Reply Jim Watson View February 15, 2010 As long as the bacon is crispy, so would I. Jess Reply bonggg View February 15, 2010 this is a clever pr ploy Reply Jack View February 15, 2010 Only Americans call it ‘Canadian Bacon’. In Canada, it’s just ‘Back Bacon’ or ‘Peameal Bacon’. BTW, ‘Canadian Bacon’ is an American term. Reply Bacon or Bust View February 15, 2010 Considering that 60% of Canadians are classified as overweight, with 18% being obese this makes sense. The 18% just never get laid due to the physical difficulties in actually having sex, not to mention the difficulties in actually attracting a sex partner, and i would guess that a good percent of the overweight ones probably rarely have sex. Thus making bacon a viable option. I would bet that chocolate, mcdonalds, and other crap would probably rank up quite high as well with these same people . . . . good thing we have made advances in cloning if this trend continues . . . Reply Bacon or Bust View February 15, 2010 I have decided I could be wrong, and am prepared to sign up to the blind taste test just to make sure . . . Reply jcm View February 15, 2010 yeah, fuck usa! age should be a factor here…. Reply Snoozi View February 15, 2010 It’s HAI Karate… Reply Say what?! View February 15, 2010 I cannot even believe this is a survey. For real?? Wow, I prefer sex over bacon any day. Those who don’t, I think need some psychological help. Yikes!! Reply george castanza View February 16, 2010 i find the salted cured meats the most sensual of all the meats Reply Pounding Bacon View February 16, 2010 I have sex with my bacon. When the heat from my meat starts to warm the bacon strips wrapped around it, it create’s a nice oozing oil that satisfies me. I also use chip clips to fasten strips of warm bacon to my nipples while i anally pound myself with an oscar meyer footlong weiner. Food Sex is the best. I am an American and I approve this message Reply I'm not obese View February 16, 2010 Not all of Americans are obese, stereotyping, dumbass, fag-hating rednecks….a good portion of us are, yes, but I’m not. Some days I’m not proud to be an American. Bacon over sex, though? Really? Reply MikeHunt View February 16, 2010 Wow, you people actually believe that this survey was answered truthfully? Cuz yeah, the internet is serious business. I probably would have said bacon too just for the lulz. And remember. Haters are your biggest fans. ^_^)b One more thing. There will always be this competition of which country is best. Canada has it’s pros and cons. So does the US. No one is perfect. Some people need to step down from their ego pedestal and find something productive to do with their lives. Yea, bacon is good! But I wouldn’t chose it over sex. P.S: I AM CANADIAN! Reply Chance View February 16, 2010 @Jack. Yeah, Canadian bacon is a term like a lot of others that the Americans make up for us, or anything not quite them. For them, Hockey is Ice Hockey, not to mention the exclusion of french terms that happens here and there. I’m looking at you, Freedom Fries. Reply Zahnfee View February 16, 2010 Three words… Bacon Flavored Lube… Reply Bacon or Sex? View February 17, 2010 [...] when they do have sex 82% claim to be great lovers. There are a few more stats at the link. People in Canada Choose Bacon Over Sex|Bacon Today The people of Canada sure love their bacon. In a recent survey conducted by Maple Leaf Foods, 43% [...] Reply Obese_and_proud View February 19, 2010 Bacon or sex? I say put those two together, chum… Reply Van der Sanden View February 19, 2010 Either they are having really bad sex or eating extremely tasty bacon. Reply Paging Canadians: I Have A Question - Page 3 - PriusChat Forums View February 19, 2010 [...] Re: Paging Canadians: I Have A Question People in Canada Choose Bacon Over Sex|Bacon Today [...] Reply THIS HAS NOTHING TO DO WITH FASHION « Goldmine Trash View February 20, 2010 [...] The people of Canada sure love their bacon. In a recent survey conducted by Maple Leaf Foods, 43% of… [...] Reply Canadians Prefer Bacon to Sex | Just A Guy Thing View February 22, 2010 [...] information comes to you from none other than Bacon Today whose tag line is “daily updates on the world of sweet, sweet [...] Reply Bonus Afternoon Link Dump | The Agitator View February 24, 2010 [...] Canadians prefer bacon to sex. Better not step foot in Canada, Tim [...] Reply Horsenipples.com » People in Canada Choose Bacon Over Sex | Bacon Today View February 25, 2010 [...] via People in Canada Choose Bacon Over Sex | Bacon Today. [...] Reply General Bacon View February 27, 2010 “GET UP AND DO SOMETHING PRODUCTIVE WITH YOUR LIVES!” such a cliche, overused statement. seeing as you’re posting here too, perhaps you should take your own advice. P.S. Chance: Hockey is Hockey here; unless you’re one of those pussies that do floor hockey and field hockey. North America FTW (minus mexico) Reply Eatapedia View March 18, 2010 Hey Zahnfee: Why do you think I keep a mug of bacon fat in the fridge? Reply canada ftw View April 5, 2010 to IM Not Obese….u call us stereotyping when u call us rednecks even when the good majority of us are, in fact, not rednecks where as even americans recognise there is an obesity crisis…point being dont be too quick to judge. Matthew 7:1 “judge not lest ye be judged” and to general bacon: whats wrong with mexico? many of my friends are mexican and they are very nice Reply Tactical Bacon!!?? - Page 2 - KahrTalk Forums View April 13, 2010 [...] People in Canada Choose Bacon Over Sex The people of Canada sure love their bacon. In a recent survey conducted by Maple Leaf Foods, 43% of the respondents said they would rather have bacon than sex. Are you surprised? If you’re a daily reader of Bacon Today the answer is probably no. In fact, you’re probably asking a question of your own — Canadian or Traditional bacon? Sadly, the survey was not that specific. Some other interesting findings in the survey:Move over High Karate…23% of men ranked bacon as their number one favorite fragrance [...] Reply Dick View May 3, 2010 What the hell man, seriously? I like bacon but I would not pass up sex for it. Reply The Pope... From TV View May 29, 2010 BACON SEX. Mm yeah. Reply Ma Bacon View June 7, 2010 a garnish of bacon bits on satin sheets. (most sacred desire) Reply Phukov View June 16, 2010 I do something with my life, but still find time to enjoy bacon twice a month. All the bacon haters with their “tell everyone how to run their lives” agendas and self-induced bacon denial masochism can go back to their ineffective lives and dream more of forcing others to think as they do-eliminating the temptation of bacon because they lack the control over their own bacon desires and project that weakness upon the rest of us. However, other ignorant comments here show the need for a Bacon Summit where Americans and Canadians get together to standardize and understand our respective bacon cultures. Our peoples are not that different-we all understand the importance of that magical creature from which bacon is derived. Political power mongering from our “leadership” and differences in brand names must be swept aside for the greater sizzling good. And together, we must stand against those who hate the bacon, who hide their intolerance behind ‘science’ and ‘religion’, using their health care mandates to enforce their unnatural animosity. Peace thru Pork! Better living thru Bacon! Reply Sassalicious View June 16, 2010 of course, I prefer both, but it is a tough choice if forced to make it! At work our code word for sex is bacon, because when you can’t get one of them, the other is usually a satisfactory substitute “Oh my GOD I had the best bacon last night!” Reply Colored Bacon - SLUniverse Forums View June 19, 2010 [...] things that only have numbers in them? Yikes Interestingly though, I did find out that "People in Canada Choose Bacon Over Sex" from that page and that "23% of men ranked bacon as their number one favorite [...] Reply William View June 22, 2010 I’ll go with the sex but bacon is very important. and who gives a dam if we call it Canadian bacon? Do you understand that I can go YEARS on end without even thinking about Canada? Ya think? And by the way Canadians did it ever cross your mind that comparisons [USA] stink? Get psychological help. Reply Colored Bacon « Each Day Is A Gift View June 25, 2010 [...] of the good people of Canada would choose bacon over any other activity…it seems {just click the link – you’ll be [...] Reply Canada: Chooses Bacon Over Sex | FOODBEAST - Because we're hungry. View July 4, 2010 [...] all know how much Canadians love their bacon, but maybe just a little too much? In a recent study conducted by Maple Leaf Foods, 43% of the respondents said they would rather eat bacon than have [...] Reply American but loves a Canadian View July 16, 2010 I love bacon…but sex comes first then bacon for breakfast eh? Reply Bacon: Food of the Decade | tin-god.com View August 3, 2010 [...] affecting other basic human needs and desires.” To which I’d point to a Canadian study that had 43% of its responders choose bacon over sex. Granted choosing between eating bacon and having sex with a Canadian would [...] Reply PORKER View August 14, 2010 Why you cruel people! HOW CAN YOU KILL US…for your own,selfish gustatory pleasure? We don’t kill HUMANS (including some of you sub-humans), do we? (Albeit some of my wild cousins have been known to make serious attempts at same,occaisonally being successfull)! But that story can get a bit boaring… Leave us in peace! STOP the porcine holocaust!! There’s something that’s just not kosher about this whole website of ham lovin,pork eating. bacon sniffing pig killers! I SAY it’s time to be revolting,brothers!! UP WITH PIGS! STOP THIS MADNESS! Can’t we all just get along? (:@( PS: Stop calling us “the other white meat”. YOU are “THE OTHER WHITE MEAT!! Reply mmmmmmbacon View August 20, 2010 Im moving to canada, where the bacon is as fine as the ladys then! Reply Canadian Pigs are Like a Toyota Prius Rolled in Cornmeal « Canadian Expat View September 14, 2010 [...] a few things here and there about Canada and bacon, must have been a slow news day back home. One study by Maple Leaf Foods found that 43% of Canadians would rather eat bacon than have sex, apparently the way to drive [...] Reply My bacon issues are THIS bad… | dzirak View January 24, 2011 [...] http://bacontoday.com/the-people-of-canada-choose-bacon-over-sex/ [...] Reply GLOBAL BLOG INFORMATION View February 4, 2011 wow…amazing….. Reply Monta View February 8, 2011 What are they smoking up north? Reply Anthonyreplied: View November 12, 2012 Bacon of course! Reply Nickreplied: View November 12, 2012 Cured meats Reply james View February 19, 2011 well to be fair, it IS canadian bacon, so i can see why Reply bacon tendersreplied: View May 2, 2011 No offense but fuck Canadian bacon, at least as it compares to regular bacon. Canadian bacon is just ham that thinks to much of itself Reply No such thing as Canadian baconreplied: View August 17, 2011 In Canada, there is no such thing as Canadian bacon…it’s something you Yanks dreamed up. Those round bacon/ham slices are sometimes referred to as peameal bacon, but it’s not something commonly eaten up here. Reply Bacon - Page 8 View April 5, 2011 [...] Bacon People in Canada Choose Bacon Over Sex I think I know who the were talkin too ______________________________________ Tim ATC [...] Reply Teen Kasia View May 16, 2011 Loving the design, how did you get you blog to look like this. Plus its very well written. THANKS Reply Teen Kasia View May 16, 2011 I really like your post, thank you for sharing it. Reply PsychoDad View July 17, 2011 Well, be fair, the average Canadian female is a fat-arsed caribou by the time she’s legal. Reply lolreplied: View November 12, 2012 lol? Sorry you’re confusing USA with Canada. Reply Bob le Chef » La friture est le nouveau bacon View September 9, 2011 [...] connaît les moeurs débridées des intertubes quand ça en vient au bacon. Rien de nouveau, voire un peu redondant. Mais si on se [...] Reply Phil View January 7, 2012 Anwering that question as it is worded is a no-brainer. I would much rather have bacon. But if you ask me to choose between bacon and making love with my wife, that would be a no-brainer also. After, we would enjoy lots of bacon ! Reply How to Prepare Beet Greens & Bacon | garden appétit View June 29, 2012 [...] a vegetarian/vegan—Who doesn’t love bacon? As a matter of fact, I was just reading an article on research done in Canada where 43 percent of those who participated in the survey preferred bacon [...] Reply as View August 29, 2012 I think usa fuck canada and canada like bacon. ?t’s defintly narutal situation. Reply Canadian View November 11, 2012 In Canada we don’t call ‘Canadian Bacon’ bacon, that’s just an American thing. Safe to say they were talking about normal bacon. Reply zuul View November 11, 2012 When you get laid as regularly as us Canadians do, you can appreciate the finer things in life. Like bacon. Reply 43% of Canadians prefer bacon over sex! View 8 months ago […] (Source) […] Reply 43% of Canadians prefer bacon over sex! - The Illuminati | NWO | New World Order View 8 months ago […] (Source) […] Reply Why this NYMag Article is BOGUS( or makes complete sense depending on the way you twist it) | ANI.morgan View 7 months ago […] 16. Bacon… and eggs, after sex. […] Reply 20 Things People Like More Than Sex | ANN+JANE View 7 months ago […] 16. Bacon […] Reply How buying a car ends up as speed dating with better sex - Newscasta | Newscasta View 6 months ago […] 16. Bacon […] Reply We'll Send You The Deals! Sign Up Now! Email:   Popular Articles Turbaconducken (Turducken Wrapped in Bacon) Colored Bacon Wake'n Bacon - The Real Bacon Alarm Clock Top 10 Reasons Bacon Is Actually HEALTHY For You! Maple Bacon Cupcake Recipe Bacon Cinnamon Rolls Bacon Flavored Diet Coke Hot Bacony Deals Maple Bacon Lollipops (5 pack) -- $3.75 Bacon Cookbook -- $7.95 Bacon Dental Floss -- $4.25 Bacon Wallet -- $12.95 Bacon Lunch Box -- $19.95 Bacon Lip Balm -- $2.95 Bacon Toothpicks -- $5.75 contact || why bacon? || press || rss feed || bacon shop || advertise © 2008 - 2014 -- BaconToday.com The World of Bacon is Yours For the Takin')
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(20141006,plus.google.com,https://plus.google.com/+Marinarestaurantvictoria,Marina Restaurant - Google+ Search Images Maps Play YouTube News Gmail Drive More Calendar Translate Mobile Books Wallet Shopping Blogger Finance Photos Videos Even more » Account Options Sign in Help Send Feedback Web History Local Home Profile People Photos Communities Events Hangouts Pages Local Settings Feedback Help  ·  Region Privacy & Terms  ·  Maps Terms Marina Restaurant Verified local business 1327 Beach Dr Victoria, BC V8S 2N4 40 followers|194,263 views Profile Verified local business Marina Restaurant 1327 Beach Dr Victoria, BC V8S 2N4 +1 250-598-8555 marinarestaurant.com Restaurant Today 11:30 am – 2:30 pm, 5:00 – 9:00 pm 40 followers|194,263 views AboutPostsPhotosVideos Stream Marina RestaurantShared publicly  -  2014-10-01  #Recipe  #Food   Our new Grilled Bison Steak Sandwich, served with sautéed shiitake mushrooms, smoked truffle butter, grilled garlic baguette and house cut fries.﻿Read moreShow less Marina Restaurant's photos 1 1 Add a comment... Marina RestaurantShared publicly  -  2014-09-23  #Food  #Recipe  #Restaurant   Another Marina Restaurant lunch special: Grilled Bison Flat Iron, served with olive barley risotto and kale.﻿Read moreShow less Marina Restaurant's photos 1 Add a comment... Marina RestaurantShared publicly  -  2014-09-18  #Scallops  #Recipe   Thank you Vancouver Island Style Magazine for this awesome photo of our Pan Seared Qualicum Scallops!﻿Read moreShow less Marina Restaurant's photos 1 Add a comment... Marina RestaurantShared publicly  -  2014-09-16   The Marina Restaurant is featured in the latest edition of Vancouver Island Style Magazine! Check out the article for a look at some of the delicious dishes we're currently serving.﻿Read moreShow less The Marina Restaurant in Oak Bay is delish! | Vancouver Island Style Magazine vancouverislandstyle.com 1 Add a comment... Marina RestaurantShared publicly  -  2014-09-16   Awesome video about Victoria!Read moreShow less Oak Bay Marine Group originally shared:   Victoria Tourism recently won marketer of the year. The following video is an example of the great work they're doing, and why Victoria is such an awesome city to live in!﻿Read moreShow less Victoria… It’s More than That 1 Add a comment... Marina RestaurantShared publicly  -  2014-09-10   Today's lunch special: Moroccan Chicken Wrap. In case you're wondering, yes, it tastes as good as it looks!﻿Read moreShow less Marina Restaurant's photos 1 1 Add a comment... In their circles 73 people Victoria Lifestyles Magazine Food Network Canada Cheques and Balances Bookkeeping Ltd Have them in circles 40 people Marina RestaurantShared publicly  -  2014-09-29  #Wine  #WineLover   There's no shortage of wine at the Marina Restaurant! Head over to our website to see our new wine list! ﻿Read moreShow less Wine List — Marina Restaurant in Victoria, BC marinarestaurant.com The Marina Restaurant's award-winning wine list features BC's best reserves and vintages from around the world. 1 1 Add a comment... Marina RestaurantShared publicly  -  2014-09-22  #Dinner  #Menu   Our new dinner menu is now available! Stop by for a visit and taste some of our new dishes!﻿Read moreShow less Dinner Menu - The Marina Restaurant in Victoria, BC marinarestaurant.com Dinner at the oceanfront Marina Restaurant on Vancouver Island features fresh seafood and local meats and produce. 1 1 Add a comment... Marina RestaurantShared publicly  -  2014-09-19  #Recipe  #Mussels   Another awesome photo from Vancouver Island Style Magazine, this time of our delicious Mussels!﻿Read moreShow less Marina Restaurant's photos 2 1 Add a comment... Marina RestaurantShared publicly  -  2014-09-17   Amazing event last Friday!Read moreShow less Oak Bay Marine Group originally shared:   Here are a few photos from the ribbon cutting ceremony held for the Oak Bay Sea Rescue Society's new rescue station. A big thank you to everyone who attended and helped make this event happen! ﻿Read moreShow less 2014-09-17 Oak Bay Marine Group's photos 1 Add a comment... Marina RestaurantShared publicly  -  2014-09-15  #Sunset   Thank you Chantal Ireland for sharing this beautiful sunset picture from the Marina Restaurant!﻿Read moreShow less Marina Restaurant's photos 1 Add a comment... Marina RestaurantShared publicly  -  2014-09-08  #Art  #Artist   Want to know more about this month's feature artist Claire Christinel? Check out her interview in the Times Colonist!﻿Read moreShow less Robert Amos: Artist has a true passion for still life timescolonist.com Claire Christinel is a Victoria painter specializing in still life. I have admired her work on many occasions — the Moss Street Paint-In, at the Community Arts Council’s annual Look Show and the . . . 1 Add a comment... MoreLoading... Contact Information 1327 Beach Dr Victoria, BC V8S 2N4 Canada‎ 1327 Beach DrCABCVictoriaV8S 2N4 +1 250-598-8555marinarestaurant.com RestaurantToday 11:30 am – 2:30 pm, 5:00 – 9:00 pm Monday 11:30 am – 2:30 pm, 5:00 – 9:00 pmTuesday 11:30 am – 2:30 pm, 5:00 – 9:00 pmWednesday 11:30 am – 2:30 pm, 5:00 – 9:00 pmThursday 11:30 am – 2:30 pm, 5:00 – 9:00 pmFriday 11:30 am – 2:30 pm, 5:00 – 10:00 pmSaturday 11:30 am – 2:30 pm, 5:00 – 10:00 pmSunday 11:30 am – 2:30 pm, 5:00 – 9:00 pm Enjoy the fresh tastes of the West Coast in a spectacular waterfront setting at the Marina Restaurant. Google+ URL Edit details See inside Your Activity Write a reviewReview Summary 2 reviews People talk about sunday brunch, main courses, an omelette, waterfront and appetizer Photos Upload first public photo People In their circles 73 people Victoria Lifestyles Magazine Food Network Canada Cheques and Balances Bookkeeping Ltd Have them in circles 40 people Most helpful Latest Highest score Lowest scoreAll reviews Abdulhalim Koçhan 10 months ago Best pleace Ggg Reviewer 5 months ago MoreLoading... We were unable to fetch any YouTube videos at this time. Please try again. Videos are visible only to people they've been shared with. We were unable to fetch any videos at this time. Please try again. Start a hangout)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "RT @nationalpost: Tories' temporary foreign worker overhaul is 'tragically misdirected': Christy Clark http://t.co/EV5YPyV9lC" @John_Yap - 02:49pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/gvta/status/509852076240039936,Victoria Teachers on Twitter: "@Bamkuhne Can I share this to the GVTA Facebook?" টুইটার অনুসন্ধান অনুসন্ধান টুইটার খুঁজুন সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ ভাষা : বাংলা. हिन्दी Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন টুইটার-এ নতুন ? আজই যোগদান করুন » সাইন ইন করুন ফোন, ইমেল বা ব্যবহারকারীর নাম পাসওয়ার্ড সাইন ইন আমাকে মনে রাখুন পাসওয়ার্ড ভুলে গেছেন? ইতিমধ্যে আপনি কি টেক্সট বার্তার মাধ্যমে টুইটার ব্যবহার করছেন? Wendy desjarlais ‏ @Bamkuhne ১০ সেপ্টেম্বর @BCTF63 @gvta this week :) pic.twitter.com/qsO9lusbws ফটো দেখুন ছবি লুকান প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Victoria Teachers ‏ @gvta ১০ সেপ্টেম্বর . @Bamkuhne @BCTF63 http://www.facebook.com/events/1530018913900094 … সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট অনুসরণ অনুসরণ করা কর্মসমূহ:অনুসরণ না করা অবরুদ্ধ অবরোধ মুক্ত মুলতুবি বাতিল Victoria Teachers ‏ @gvta ১০ সেপ্টেম্বর @Bamkuhne Can I share this to the GVTA Facebook? প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট ৪:৫৩ অপরাহ্ণ - ১০ সেপ্টেম্বর, ২০১৪ Victoria Teachers থেকে কোন আপডেট মিস্ করবেন না © 2014 টুইটার সম্বন্ধে সহায়তা বিজ্ঞপ্তি তথ্য বন্ধ মিডিয়াটিকে চিহ্নিত করুন এটি ইতিমধ্যে সংবেদনশীল কন্টেন্ট ধারণকারী হিসাবে চিহ্নিত হয়েছে। পতাকা তুলুন এটি সম্ভাব্যরূপে অবৈধ বিষয়বস্তুর ধারণকারী হিসেবে। সমর্পণ করা বাতিল মিডিয়াকে চিহ্নিত করা সম্পর্কে আরো জানুন খারিজ বন্ধ পূর্ববর্তী পরবর্তী বন্ধ একজন ব্যক্তির প্রোফাইলে যান সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ বন্ধ আপনার অনুসরণকারীদের এই পুনঃটুইটটি পাঠাবেন? বাতিল পুনঃটুইট বন্ধ আপনি কি নিশ্চিত যে এই টুইট মুছে দিতে চান? বাতিল মুছে ফেলুন বন্ধ রোধ করন বাতিল রোধ করন আপনার টুইটসমুহে একটি অবস্থান যুক্ত করুন যখন একটি অবস্থানের সঙ্গে আপনার টুইট করেন, টুইটার সেই অবস্থান সংরক্ষণ করে। প্রত্যেক টুইটের আগে আপনি আপনার অবস্থান চালু / বন্ধ করতে পারেন, এবং যে কোনও সময় আপনি আপনার অবস্থানের ইতিহাস মুছে ফেলতে পারেন। আরো জানুন অবস্থান চালু করুন এখন নয় স্থান বন্ধ করুন বন্ধ প্রোফাইল সারসংক্ষেপ বন্ধ আপনার তালিকাসমূহ বন্ধ একটি নতুন তালিকা তৈরি করুন নাম তালিকা বিবরণ 100 অক্ষরের কম, ঐচ্ছিক তালিকাসমূহ:গোপনীয়তা সাধারণ · যে কেউ এই তালিকা অনুসরণ করতে পারেন ব্যক্তিগত · শুধুমাত্র আপনিই এই তালিকায় প্রবেশ করতে পারবেন তালিকা সংরক্ষণ করুন বন্ধ বন্ধ এই টুইট স্থাপিত কর আপনার নীচের ওয়েবসাইটে কোডটি অনুলিপি দ্বারা এই টুইট যোগ করুন * আরও জানুন হুম, সার্ভারে পৌঁছনোর একটি সমস্যা ছিল। পরে আবার চেষ্টা করবেন? প্রকৃত টুইট অন্তর্ভুক্ত করুন অন্তর্ভুক্ত মিডিয়া প্রাকদর্শন বন্ধ টুইটারে নিবন্ধন করুন টুইটারে নেই? নিবন্ধন করুন, আপনির পছন্দের বিষয়গুলির সাথে যুক্ত হন, এবং তাদের বিষয়ে হালনাগাদ পান। একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন » বন্ধ দুটি উপায় (প্রেরণ এবং গ্রহণ) শর্ট কোড: দেশ কোড গ্রাহকদের জন্য মার্কিন যুক্তরাষ্ট্র 40404 (যে কোন) কানাডা 21212 (যে কোন) যুক্তরাজ্য 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM হাইতি 40404 Digicel, Voila আয়ারল্যান্ড 51210 Vodafone, O2 ভারত 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance ইন্দোনেশিয়া 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » অন্য দেশসমুহের এসএসএস সংক্ষিপ্ত কোড দেখুন বন্ধ নিশ্চিতকরণ)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141006,www.facebook.com,https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=844231532278488&set=p.844231532278488&type=1&src=https%3A%2F%2Ffbcdn-sphotos-c-a.akamaihd.net%2Fhphotos-ak-xfa1%2Ft31.0-8%2F10697330_844231532278488_1379089013941484446_o.jpg&smallsrc=https%3A%2F%2Ffbcdn-sphotos-c-a.akamaihd.net%2Fhphotos-ak-xfa1%2Fv%2Ft1.0-9%2F10702208_844231532278488_1379089013941484446_n.jpg%3Foh%3D472e2573a1164148d12139ba8ba918f2%26oe%3D54BC7DA1%26__gda__%3D1421916823_f3845dd02f64f7bfea6b324b77742f3c&size=1280%2C960&source=24&player_origin=pages,Yoona Park - Yoona Park's Photos | Facebook Facebook logo Email or Phone Password Keep me logged in Forgot your password? Sign Up Yoona Park's Photos Back to Album Next      CancelDone Cropping Drag the corners of the box above to crop your new profile photo. Saving your new profile picture Yoona Park Roberta Bertucci i saw there at night market!! I was suprised From:Yoona Park's Photos Open Photo ViewerDownloadMake Profile PictureEmbed Post Mobile Find Friends Badges People Pages Places Games Locations About Create Ad Create Page Developers Careers Privacy Cookies Terms Help Facebook © 2014 · English (US))
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9864,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2002 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 2, Nov./Dec. 2002 Readers write Wisdom needed to implement change Certain information must be considered before changes are made in a school system. The first consideration has to do with the kinds of students in today’s classrooms and how this affects teaching. In some homes, there are fears, frustrations, displacements, layoffs, and feelings of inadequacy. It follows that the performance of a child is affected by the home conditions. In addition, a policy of inclusion is in place. A teacher can find incidents of FAS, ADHD, autism, criminal tendencies, child neglect, and substance abuse in a class. Presence of these exceptional conditions requires an inordinate amount of time in preparing individualized work and in meetings with parents, aides, and other assistants. Furthermore, such students do not respond to rules and can be most disruptive. Since sanctions are counter productive, it takes patience and constant support on the part of a teacher to motivate them. The second consideration is the purpose of an institution. The purpose of school used to be literacy and numeracy, in other words, learning activities that promote the thinking skills. A lawyer wouldn’t think of performing surgery, and a dedicated doctor would feel out of place in a primary classroom. In other words, professional competence depends on specialized training as well as on personal attributes. When an institution maintains its original purpose, it is capable of making the necessary adjustments to accommodate change. That brings us to the function of the institution of government, which has the sole responsibility of facilitating the operation of all the institutions that make up a society. The third consideration for those in education is the exciting research in education, and particularly that of brain-based learning. Imaging of the brain, discovered in medical research, has revealed how learning takes place and the optimum conditions for its achievement. With their knowledge of learning theories and emotional intelligence, teachers had intuitively known what research confirmed. The research has also confirmed that when adverse conditions exist, the results are adversely affected. In other words, there are conditions that impede learning. Those obstacles must be removed. It takes more than testing to accomplish that. Finally, since parents are the first educators and are party to that role throughout the formative years of a child, it is imperative that the parent/teacher team work in harmony. At a large educational workshop I asked, "What is the most serious problem you have in your classroom?" The immediate answer: "The waste of potential." That became the topic of discussion. I wish parents could have heard the degree of concern about it. In all my experiences with teachers, I have been convinced that, in the profession, there is a universal will to do the best for every student. What is needed is the wisdom to use effectively the financial means we have and, most urgently, to open our minds to the existing experience and information, of which there is a much greater bank than is now being acknowledged. Mary MacMillan Abbotsford We can’t afford Olympics I have written two letters to President Jacques Rogge, International Olympic Committee, Chateau de Vidy, 1007 Lausanne, Switzerland, regarding the Vancouver 2010 Olympic bid. Here are some excerpts from both letters. "I am pleading with the International Olympic committee to reject the Vancouver bid. B.C, simply cannot afford, at this time to host the Olympics. To raise the estimated $21.5 million bid costs, the current B.C. government has instigated massive ministry budget cuts in transportation, justice, education, parks and recreation, forestry, social services, and health. All of these cuts are occurring as the B.C. government frantically tries to scrape together enough money to cover just the bid costs... "...Alberta already has all of the required Olympic venues from their 1988 Winter Olympics and Canadian athletes have availed themselves of these facilities since they were built... "...No country can ever cover the costs of hosting the Olympics because of the increased costs of providing security against terrorist threats... "...There is definitely a ground swell in the province against hosting the Olympics. These protests are not against the ideals of the Olympics. People are upset that at this time of political and social upheaval, instigated by the B.C. Liberal cuts to services, that the government would even consider hosting the Olympics... "The social structures in B.C. are being compromised; citizens safety and health are being put in jeopardy... Now is not the time." Rick Foulger Nelson Is a crisis looming for TOCs? I would like some feedback from other TOCs and beginning teachers about the level of TOC work in your district. I chair the TOC committee in Victoria, and many TOCs here are reporting a significant drop in work compared with the same period last year. If the trend continues, it could result in a crisis for TOCs here in Victoria. I have received e-mails from TOCs who have gotten only a handful of calls since September. I haven’t had a call since September 30. In my previous three years, I never went a week without at least one call. If I didn’t have an EI claim I would be in serious trouble. I don’t know how some TOCs are getting by. The main culprit for us in Victoria is district budget cuts and teacher layoffs. Teacher layoffs are causing extreme downward pressure. TOCs who last year worked year-long temp contracts are now taking the half-year or short-term contracts. TOCs who worked the short-term contracts are scrambling for whatever is left and are back day-to-day subbing. The remaining TOCs are shut out of contracts and are facing more competition for straight TOC work. TOC work has been affected in other ways: Loss of temp contracts resulted from the lifting of class-size limits. More district meetings are being held after school rather than during instructional time. Oversize class time, for which teachers used to book TOCs, has been lost. Reduced funding has meant greater restrictions on school based in-service education and fewer TOC days. The proliferation of part-time and reduced assignments has meant that coverage is being provided "in house" rather than by a TOC. All these add up and translate into fewer TOC opportunities. With many TOCs barely eking out a living as it is, even a minor drop in work can have a huge impact. TOCs are the "hidden casualties" in the layoff process. No one knows how this process is going to play out, whether it will be a minor setback or the beginning of a tough couple of years for TOCs. Brian Bradley Greater Victoria Send a powerful message now Teachers of this region should know that they need not wait until the provincial election in 2005 to send a clear message of concern to this government. Jeff Bray, MLA for Victoria, Beacon Hill, was elected with less than 38% of the popular vote. During the campaign Mr. Bray said that it was "fear-mongering at its worst" to suggest that Liberal policies would reduce public services. Bray has supported his government on every measure. He is an enthusiastic supporter of the cuts to educational funding. A non-partisan group of citizens believe that it would be very appropriate for the first successful Canadian recall campaign to occur in the provincial capital. The Recall Bray Campaign volunteers are planning to collect 15,000 signatures early in 2003 in order to force a by-election. You do not have to live in the riding to be involved. You can help by: Volunteering to gather signatures, stuff envelopes, do data input, etc. Donating cash, goods and/or services to help the campaign. Pre-register. If you were eligible to vote in the Victoria–Beacon Hill riding in the May 2001 election (whether you voted or not), pre-register on the Recall Bray Campaign web site so that we know where to find you when the 60-day recall period starts. Join the Recall Bray Campaign (www.recallbray.com or phone 250-370-5180) and send a powerful message to Gordon Campbell and his government. Bert Slater Greater Victoria Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7960&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 5, March 2005 Teachers online 24/7? by Larry Kuehn Is it a good idea to keep track of everything a kid needs and does on a central computer database? Do teachers want to have all aspects of classroom information in a central database, including their lesson plans, daily marks, report cards, IEPs, and most anything that can be quantified? Unfortunately, those questions were not asked of teachers before the provincial government and some school districts created BCeSIS. Yes, it does rhyme with CSIS, and it stands for B.C. electronic Student Information System. The aim of the project is to have a common system on demographics and outcome information to ensure that what happens in every classroom is aligned and compliant with the government’s education objectives and the district accountability contracts. BCeSIS may have already come to your school district. Forty-three districts, with about two-thirds of the students in the province, have already signed up. A handful of districts are already training staff to implement the system. The ministry claims that signing on to the system is voluntary. How much of the system is actually used—for example, whether all lesson plans must be entered and revised continually—will be a local decision. Any district that tries to go it alone in creating an alternative system that will meet the demands of the ministry for particular information will find it costly. Consistent with the "loose/ tight" style of management the government has adopted from the corporate world, tight control is centralized in government around what must be done, but responsibility for carrying it out is decentralized. This is done by a combination of privatization and downloading of costs. The privatization has two aspects. One is the creation of BCeSIS as an organization. School districts join BCeSIS, but it operates like a private organization, with a meeting of delegates who make decisions, much like B.C. Public School Employers’ Association (BCPSEA). Although its membership is made up of public bodies, its organizational meeting was closed to anyone other than the ministry and a representative of one of the districts that has signed on. Such arrangements, like School District Business Companies, allow publicly owned organizations to operate outside the Freedom of Information rules that cover public bodies. The other aspect of privatization is that BCeSIS contracts with an Ontario company, Administrative Assistants, Ltd. (AAL), to provide the software and maintain the data. The costs have been downloaded onto boards. Each school district will pay $10 a year per student (about $6 million a year, if all are in). That, of course, does not include the cost of the computer that will have to be on every teacher’s desk with an Internet connection, so that the teacher can enter throughout the day the attendance, marks, changes in lesson plans and assignments, and so on. It does not include the cost of the computer and Internet connection the teacher will have to have at home—this is a 24/7 system with "real time" availability. It does not include the cost of the training or other costs of maintaining the system. Nor does it take into account the amount of instructional time used in maintaining all the information that is eventually to be on the system. The company, AAL, that is providing the software and will be storing the data is Canadian. Presumably the data won’t be accessible to U.S. intelligence agencies, as required by the U.S. Patriot Act of all data held in the U.S. However, most of the company’s clients are U.S. school districts, and corporate ownership often changes hands, without regard to borders. Sociologist, Langdon Winner who studies information technology, points out that "a technology is not only a symbol of a social order. It embodies it." The social order built into BCeSIS is the most troubling aspect of the project. It implies that data-based decision-making is all that counts—that quantitative data, not authentic qualitative data, is what’s valued. It moves many decisions outside the classroom relationship between teacher and students, with a focus on compliance and congruence with central government objectives. It is individualist, in focussing only on data on each student, rather than on the social aspects of a classroom, which are collective and not easily broken down to individual data. And it is almost Orwellian in the degree to which it makes possible surveillance by those with access to the data. The social order implicit in an information system is also defined by what information is not collected or considered important. After 2001, the ministry stopped collecting information on class sizes, while insisting on more and more data on students. Despite a school district’s having to gather information on class sizes in order to certify that it is meeting the legislated class-size averages, the ministry did not want the information. BCeSIS has been created by stealth. Work has been going on for an extended time, with little consultation at any level. It was viewed as a technology project rather than a social-educational issue about what information is important. Most teachers in the 43 districts that have signed on may not have heard of BCeSIS, despite technological-change clauses in many contracts that require a board to give notice of changes like this and to enter into discussion with the local on the conditions of undertaking the project. It is time for teachers to ask questions of their school boards. Will this technology support teachers’ making professional judgments based on the needs of the child and the curriculum? Or is this another element of a program to deprofessionalize teaching? Larry Kuehn is the director of the BCTF’s Research and Technology Division.)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2011/03/why-bc-government-wage-freeze-is.html?showComment=1313899040573,Staffroom Confidential: Why the BC Government wage freeze is indefensible Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Friday, March 25, 2011 Why the BC Government wage freeze is indefensible In the wake of teachers expressing their intention to negotiate a fair and reasonable salary increase, commensurate with what teachers earn in other provinces, came a litany of "excuses" from government. These are almost always predicated on the BC government's "net zero" mandate - a wage freeze for the public sector. To defend the government's position, newly minted Minister of Education George Abbott had this to say: "net zero is the order of the day" (as reported in the Globe and Mail). How enlightening. My question is: WHY? I am firmly opposed to accepting a net zero contract and zero wage increase. Here are my reasons. 1. It is a pay cut Inflation is running at about 2.2% (http://www.statcan.gc.ca/subjects-sujets/cpi-ipc/cpi-ipc-eng.htm). This means that a zero percent increase amounts to a pay cut for teachers. Zero over two years would be a 4.4% pay cut. And we would likely never make that up (it being very rare to bargain raises significantly above current inflationary pressures). 2. Public sector workers already took a pay cut in the last decade While inflation ran at 19%, public sector increases were on average 17%. Private sector increases kept pace with inflation. While teachers did better than other public sector workers, they are still behind their private sector colleagues. If public/private sector equity is a consideration, we are behind and need to catch up. The government likes to argue that the net zero mandate needs to be applied fairly across the public sector. Yet that same government provided 3% increases to nurses, breaking it's own rule. When asked why, the PSEC chair simply said the nurses "were lucky". Many public sector unions have yet to settle and many, like the teachers, don't believe the net zero mandate is fair. The government should eliminate the mandate and treat public sector workers fairly. 3. MLAs gave themselves 29 - 54% increases In 2007, the Liberals gave MLAs an increase of 29%, with 54% for the premier (http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/story/2007/06/01/bc-raises.html). Exactly how do they justify "net zero" for the rest of us if they are deserving of so much more? Even spread over four years, this amounts to 7.25% per year, all front loaded, while every other public sector worker was expected to live with "net zero". If they were so concerned about finances come the recession in 2008, surely they should be paying their fair share with a wage rollback? They did that to health care workers. Are politicians the only public servants who deserve increases? The hypocrisy is overwhelming. 4. BC is not in a recession The "net zero" mandate was brought in immediately after the recession of 2008. But BC has had reasonably positive economic growth in the last year (forecast of 2.2% in 2010 with higher projections for 2011 - see http://www.bcbudget.gov.bc.ca/2010/bfp/2010_Budget_Fiscal_Plan.pdf). A two year old recession is not a justification for a wage freeze now. Even CEO's project four years of solid growth (http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/managing/c-suite-surveys/c-suite-results-how-canadian-executives-feel-about-the-economy/article1947792/). This fact has been recognized by Ontario arbitrators who have refused to uphold Ontario's wage freeze and instead awarded wage increases in accord with inflation and private sector increases. If the argument is that public sector employees need to be subject to market forces, then government bargaining positions need to change to be in accord with current realities - not those of two years ago. 5. Teachers are working harder and longer The stripping of the collective agreement in 2002 had a tremendous impact on teachers’ workload. Combined with budget pressures on local boards, the expectations on teachers have risen dramatically. Not only do teachers have incredibly challenging classes to teach, we also read/write/implement more IEPs, attend more meetings, call more parents, do more filing/paperwork. The average teacher is now working 49 hours per week and ten percent of teachers are working 60 hours (as reported in the 2009 BCTF study on teacher work-life). 6. Low wages impact the teaching profession Countries with excellent education systems, such as Finland, consistently point out that one aspect is the respect and treatment of the teaching profession. This includes high educational standards, and also higher wages. If we want the most capable to enter the profession, it must be one worth pursuing - both in terms of job satisfaction as well as remuneration. Currently, BC teachers are eighth amongst provinces for wage levels. Yet BC is one of the most expensive places to live. A teacher near the border with Alberta will be earning upwards of $10,000 less than their counterpart just across the provincial border. BC will lose excellent teachers if this wage discrepancy continues. 7. The government can afford it Despite the rhetoric, this government is all about priorities, not belt tightening. There was little discussion of afford-ability when first a 25% tax cut and then the aborted 15% tax cut was introduced. Or what about the $1 billion for the Olympics? The BC stadium roof? From contract stripping, to back to work legislation, to the zero wage mandate, this government has attacked public sector workers. This is an ideological attack. It is not based on reason, finances or good government. 8. The government can change it There is no wage control legislation. What there is is simply the "net zero mandate". It is time for the government to review this unfair practice just as it did the minimum wage and gaming grants. There is no reason to stick stubbornly to an unfair policy. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 12:47 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 3 comments: AnonymousAugust 20, 2011 at 8:57 PM 2 months off every year is a nice perk....maybe all the workers in BC should request that.... oh I forgot all the pro days thrown in....I'm really amazed at how little teachers "teach" these daysReplyDelete Tara EhrckeAugust 23, 2011 at 3:05 PM Interestingly, Canada provides some of the lowest vacation time in the developed world. I absolutely think that all working Canadians should have considerably increased time available for their families and themselves. Teachers are paid only for time worked - teachers receive no pay in July and August. Teachers work a ten month year just as other workers have seasonal schedules and seasonal pay.ReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 5, 2012 at 9:13 PM In response to the August 20, 2011, comment: Teachers are paid September through June with a two-week paid vacation at Christmas and, generally, a one week paid vacation in the spring - they are not paid for the summer months. Though not formally, in effect, they are temporarily laid off each summer. As for the "pro days" (five per year), they were added by lengthening the school year at the request of teachers in 1972. Do teachers make too much money for the work they do? First, consider the fact that to be able to teach in the public system, a teacher has invested at least five years in university training at an average cost of $75,000 - $90,000 and paid for the privilege of "apprenticing" as a student teacher (while peers in other fields are paid for their on-job training). Then, after receiving teacher certification, it generally takes three - five years of working as a teacher-on-call (while working one or two part-time jobs in the evenings and weekends) before a teacher secures full-time employment (note I did not add "permanent" as numerous districts largely hire on a "temporary" basis, leaving those teachers in a precarious position when considering financial investments like purchasing housing). Also, many teachers use the summers to upgrade their skill set by taking further courses - an investment they finance on their own, and to develop new programs for their students in the fall. (It is worth noting that numerous teachers also use part of their paid holidays to plan and prepare course work.) None of the above, of course, addressed the reality that throughout the school year, teachers continue their work into the evenings and on the weekends.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ▼  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ▼  March (7) More public sector job action? An inspiring Superintendent $45 Childcare centre grant no solution to early ch... Why the BC Government wage freeze is indefensible BCTF AGM roundup - Bargaining, Sir Ken, and Minist... Classes cancelled at Vancouver Island University Teacher bargaining begins ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141006,www.youtube.com,http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wrz9v1i39xk&feature=youtu.be,Connect '12, BC School Counsellors' Association. Speaker: Sandra Mathison - YouTube Upload Sign in Search Loading... This video is unavailable. Watch Queue TV Queue Watch QueueTV Queue Remove all Disconnect Loading... Watch Queue TV Queue __count__/__total__ Find out why Close Connect '12, BC School Counsellors' Association. Speaker: Sandra Mathison BCSchoolCounsellorSubscribeSubscribedUnsubscribe 2 Subscription preferences Loading... Loading... Working... Add to Want to watch this again later? Sign in to add this video to a playlist. Sign in Share More Report Transcript Statistics 59 views 0 Like this video? Sign in to make your opinion count. Sign in 0 Don't like this video? Sign in to make your opinion count. Sign in Loading... Loading... Transcript The interactive transcript could not be loaded. Loading... Loading... Sign in Ratings have been disabled for this video. Rating is available when the video has been rented. This feature is not available right now. Please try again later. Published on Nov 6, 2012 Category Education License Standard YouTube License Loading... 52:07 Play next Play now Assess it to address it | Kimberly Schonert-Reichl on social and emotional learning by Extension Center for Youth Development Public Symposia and Events 34 views 1:01:02 Play next Play now Connect '12, BC School Counsellors' Association. Speaker: Dr. Stuart Shanker by BCSchoolCounsellor 349 views 37:17 Play next Play now Heart- Mind 2013: Kimberly Schonert-Reichl - Mindfulness as a Pathway by dalailamacenter 516 views 34:12 Play next Play now Fluency Matters, Prof. Linda Siegel by אוניברסיטת חיפה - University of Haifa 191 views 1:22:21 Play next Play now Social and Emotional Fitness for Children and Youth - Part Two by dalailamacenter 1,130 views 2:08:12 Play next Play now SFU Autism & Developmental Disorders Lab: "Families and ASD: Looking to the Future" by SFUaddl 213 views 13:32 Play next Play now How to power your passive speakers by John Booher 18,888 views 9:41 Play next Play now Dr Shelley Hymel 7th Annual PREVNet Conference Workshop by PREVNet 99 views 54:33 Play next Play now HELP Webinar: The Middle Years Development Instrument with Kim Schonert Reichl, March 13, 2014 by Human Early Learning Partnership 76 views 3:52 Play next Play now How To Hook Up A Second Battery (for car audio) by txhen1 168,374 views 1:20:00 Play next Play now Lecture by Dr. Pat Mirenda- RESEARCH: "Sensory" Interventions for Individuals with ASD. by UBC Education Research 214 views 10:37 Play next Play now Basic Speaker & Amp Wiring/Configuration by Adam Kurimski 82,027 views 25:33 Play next Play now Reflections - School Counselling - It's Good To Talk by tantrwm 1,389 views 3:02 Play next Play now Movember @ Mahony's UBC - Dr. Westwood [20131104] by Men's Depression and Suicide Network 47 views 1:00:55 Play next Play now NCDA Closing General Session 2011 by jrakis 508 views 1:23:28 Play next Play now UBC Dialogues Live Streaming: Can We Stop Bullies? by UBC DAE 1,081 views 2:32 Play next Play now Children Anxiety - What Can Parents Do To Help? - Dr, Lynn Miller, Ph.D. by BC FRIENDS Parent Program 100 views 3:07 Play next Play now What Does Anxiety Look Like in Children? - Dr, Lynn Miller, Ph.D. by BC FRIENDS Parent Program 180 views 3:02 Play next Play now MyFertilityChoices.com Welcome Video by MyFertilityChoices 122 views 33:10 Play next Play now HELP Fall Expo 2012 Keynote - Dr. Kim Schonert-Reichl by Human Early Learning Partnership 299 views Loading more suggestions... Show more Language: English Country: Worldwide Safety: Off Help Loading... Loading... Loading... About Press & Blogs Copyright Creators & Partners Advertising Developers +YouTube Terms Privacy Policy & Safety Send feedback Try something new! Loading... Working... Sign in to add this to Watch Later Add to)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Touring a natural gas drilling rig with @MLA Mike Bernier, and Brian from EnCana http://t.co/AifdJ4H07b" @Teresa_Wat - 06:01pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=21202,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 7, May/June 2010  Let’s take a stand for public education By Susan Duncan The Daily News (Kamloops), March 26, 2010, “On the Run” column Education is a topic that can make people hate those with opposing views. I'm expecting to make a lot of enemies with this column. Watching the goings on in the Kamloops-Thompson School District, in fact around the province, over the past few months was disturbing to say the least. It was an example of school boards lost in the valley of trying to be all things to all people. It’s a process that began many years ago across Canada. Parents started demanding special treatment for their children—and good on them for being advocates for their youngsters. The problem occurred when governments of all levels responded without considering the long-term impact. Their solutions were OK when lots of children filled schools and the demands were small. Soon, though, more and more parents adopted the mindset that their children would die on the vine if they were thrown in with the masses and forced to endure what millions of children before them survived. From this belief, private schools began to spring up across the country. Then government saw an opportunity to help its bottom line by subsidizing those schools. That devious plan drew children from the public schools where government provides full funding into private schools where only some government funding is allotted per pupil. Before all the students in private schools in Kamloops take up their pens to extol the virtues of their schools, relax. We know you love your school. As the exercise of public meetings in the district between November and February revealed, both students and parents have deep loyalties to their particular schools. That’s a good thing. This is a column about practicalities and a personal opinion that there is only one question to be asked when government considers education: What is best for the greater good? Some of you will go apoplectic about that “socialist” term. But really it’s just a matter of common sense. Government has a duty to provide education for its children. That mandate should mean education officials put all the students and all the money into one pot and then develop a plan based strictly on what would work best for the most children. That doesn’t mean every family would be forced to send their child to public school. Private schools should be free to operate as they choose, with parents covering the full cost. And, yes, everyone pays school taxes, but that doesn’t mean individual taxpayers get to decide where that money goes. No one person gets to dictate where his or her taxes go in any other ministry. Why education? The public school system is for all students. Families who decide it’s not right for their child should have to do what we all do when we want something more than what is being offered. Pay for it. That means government would have to pay more for public education because of additional students, but it will mean a better system for the greater number of students. It would also have meant some neighbourhood schools would not have had to close. Their student numbers would have been sufficient to stay afloat. Added to the already chaotic problems within the education system are schools of choice. Governments that allowed parents to force specialty schools upon districts seriously weakened the public system. No school should get first dibs on fine arts or science or math. That dilutes schools of talented students, teachers, and strong programs in those areas. Those courses and that style of teaching should be part of every school. And really, how healthy is it for students to be immersed in only one aspect of society? They go to school only with students who share the same interests? Somehow that does not instil confidence that they will emerge as well-rounded people. Of course, some students will not succeed in the public school system that I envision. They don't anyway. There will also be failures at Beattie School of the Arts, Bert Edwards Science and Technology School, St. Ann’s Academy, Kamloops Christian School, and Our Lady of Perpetual Help School. Nothing is perfect, but when it comes to education, providing the best education possible will save more children. That will only happen when governments ask that one question—what will work best for the greater number of students. Parents who have, or think they have, gifted children don’t need to worry. Gifted students succeed wherever they study. But if those parents believe their brilliant youngster needs more attention in physics or drama outside what the public school offers, they will, sadly, have to pay for it outside of class. Government cannot be all things to all people of all religious beliefs, of all talents, and all strengths. When they try to do that, more children lose out so fewer numbers can get what they want. How is that fair? A strong society should be judged partly on its public education system. This province should stop following the paths of other provinces that are watering down public education. BC could be a leader if politicians would only stand up for public education. Susan Duncan is city editor of The Daily News. Her column “On the Run” appears Fridays. Reprinted with permission. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141008,thetyee.ca,http://thetyee.ca/Opinion/2014/10/03/Fighting-Ebola/,Our Best Shot at Fighting Ebola | The Tyee About Advertise Follow Support RSS Topic Aboriginal Affairs BC Election 2013 BC Politics Education Energy Environment Federal Politics Film Food Gender + Sexuality Health Housing Labour + Industry Local Economy Media Municipal Politics Music Photo Essays Podcasts Politics Rights + Justice Science + Tech Transportation Travel Urban Planning + Architecture News Culture Opinion National MediaCheck Solutions Join Craving crack civic election coverage? Help fund it... Opinion Our Best Shot at Fighting Ebola Put simply, we can no longer afford to let the virus decimate West Africa's health care and economy. By Crawford Kilian, 3 Oct 2014, TheTyee.ca   Tweet In a region with countless endemic diseases, those diseases now have nothing stopping them. Photo by Global Panorama, Creative Commons licensed. Ebola Outbreak: Lessons from the Hot Zone Globalization, deforestation, explosive growth, bats. This terrible epidemic has many technicians. Ebola Outbreak: This Is Just the Prequel Pay attention, for West Africa's crisis is the first of many we'll have to deal with. News of Guinea Outbreak Should've Gone Viral Global health community must intervene to help citizens of developing nations get the message. Read more: Health, North American media blew up on Sept. 30 when the U.S. Centers for Disease Control announced that a patient in Texas had become the first person to be diagnosed with Ebola outside Africa. Next day, the Liberian government named the unlucky man: Thomas Eric Duncan, who had recently quit his job in Monrovia and flown to the U.S. to visit family members. Before leaving Liberia, however, he had helped carry his landlady's pregnant, convulsing daughter out of a car, thereby making himself a link in a chain of cases. Duncan didn't know it, but he was bringing us a message: Poor countries like Liberia are a threat to rich countries like the U.S. and Canada, simply because they're poor. The Duncan case made Ebola real to North Americans. The West African outbreak started in Guinea in December 2013, and wasn't recognized until March 22. According to the World Health Organization, in late September the disease had sickened at least 7,157 person and killed at least 3,330; the real counts are believed to be probably triple those numbers. As health reporter André Picard observed, Ebola in Dallas is a soap opera, with the real drama in Africa. Yet the rest of the world didn't really pay attention until Duncan arrived. We have come to regard Africa as a place where poor black people with AIDS suffer endless wars presided over by corrupt politicians and violent fanatics. West Africa's Ebola has made the news because it is now the biggest such outbreak since the virus was first identified in 1976. In the media, if it bleeds, it leads -- and Ebola victims bleed a lot. The disease also exploits the natural human traits of its victims and their families. We like to touch and hug one another, especially when comforting the sick. Many African cultures show their love and respect for the dead by ritually washing and dressing the bodies. An Ebola victim isn't contagious while the virus is incubating, which takes two to 21 days. But once symptoms appear, so does the virus -- in any bodily fluid -- and at death the victim is extremely contagious. In moving the patient, cleaning up the patient's mess, and even in preparing the patient's body for burial, other people expose themselves to the disease. In Sierra Leone, over 300 cases were directly traced to a traditional healer who caught Ebola while trying to cure it; her funeral was attended by hundreds who bathed and touched her corpse. Liberia has suffered the highest burden so far -- about 3,700 cases and 1,998 deaths. Yet the real threat of Ebola is not the numbers it's sickening and killing. I'll get to that in a minute. In 2012, malaria killed 1,725 Liberians, up from just 345 in 2008. Almost 4,000 Liberian kids under five died of diarrheal diseases in 2011, and 5,500 died of influenza or pneumonia. Compared to those numbers, Ebola is an underachiever, even if it does kill 46.5 per cent of those it infects. Targeting healthcare workers Ebola, however, exploits healthcare workers' need to touch and clean their patients from the moment of admission. In effect, basic healthcare without strong infection control actually amplifies the disease -- resulting, so far, in 377 healthcare workers contracting Ebola and 216 dying of it, for a case fatality rate of 57 per cent. The impact on West African healthcare workers has been predictably demoralizing. In some hospitals, nurses have gone on strike rather than care for patients without protective equipment. Others have simply not shown up for work. And many patients have avoided hospitals, seeing them as places where you go to die, not to be cured. The problem has bizarre complications: In some cases, Ebola treatment unit have been set up only to be attacked by the local people. In others, the number of cases has been so high that many obviously ill patients are turned away; some simply lie down in the street outside the hospital and wait to die. This week, the Liberian government finally signed a deal with the country's healthcare workers, offering nurses US$350 monthly hazard pay while doctors get $850, plus a flat $5,000 death benefit payable to the family of any healthcare worker who dies of the disease. Whether this will actually bring them back to work remains to be seen. Even if the deal does work, this is a region that had an average of only one doctor per 100,000 inhabitants even before Ebola. And here is where the real threat of Ebola appears. From bad healthcare to none at all Until last spring, the hospitals and clinics of Guinea, Sierra Leone, and Liberia could more or less deal with the endemic diseases: diarrhea, pneumonia, measles, HIV/AIDS. They were supported by NGOs like Medecins Sans Frontieres (MSF) and many missionary agencies. Traditional healers took some of the pressure off the healthcare system. But when Ebola cases went to the healers, the healers died and so did their other patients. MSF had to close some clinics in the face of attacks by stone-throwing young rioters, while other clinics were swamped with cases. People with routine illnesses and injuries now have nowhere to go. A minor case of diarrhea may turn into something fatal for a toddler. A woman with AIDS will have trouble obtaining her anti-retroviral drugs if the local clinic is jammed with Ebola cases. In effect, the 21 million of the three worst-hit countries now have an inadequate Ebola-care system and no healthcare system at all. In a region with countless endemic diseases, those diseases now have nothing stopping them. They are not the only ones. As a South African news report said on Oct. 1, a few countries like Ivory Coast, Kenya and South Africa have excellent hospitals. But in countries like Benin, Niger, and the war-battered Central African Republic, Ebola would a catastrophe. Still worse, Ebola is damaging West African economies, especially agriculture. Food production is down sharply because farmers are either sick, dead, or afraid to work in traditional groups. One Sierra Leone farmer, who says he has lost three relatives to the disease, warns: "Hunger will kill us where Ebola failed." Susceptible to all diseases A malnourished population will of course be more susceptible to all kinds of diseases, not just Ebola, and less able to recover economically from the outbreak. It would be consoling to shrug off the problem and go back to worrying about ISIS and Putin. But Africa is already dealing with fanatic organizations like Al-Shabab and Boko Haram. If the present Sub-Saharan governments fall, those groups will rush in to fill the vacuum -- and they won't worry about civilians getting sick. Meanwhile, could Thomas Eric Duncan be a threat to North Americans? Actually, he may have done us a favour: Despite the CDC's first reassuring announcement, it's turned out that health authorities in Texas badly botched Duncan's case, sending him home with useless antibiotics after he first sought help. CDC head Dr. Tom Frieden said Duncan had had only a "handful" of contacts; the next day, the handful was around 100 people. This is embarrassing, but helpful -- the CDC and Canadian health authorities as well will be far more careful about screening possible Ebola cases. Statistically, Duncan is no threat at all. Dr. Judy Stone, a columnist with Scientific American, recently put it in perspective: "In the U.S., you are far more likely to be killed by an irresponsible gun owner than Ebola. Just in the year after Newtown, there were more than 12,000 deaths from guns... Anti-vaxxers have killed more people in this country than Ebola ever will. Influenza kills 36,000 people every year and sends about 200,000 to the hospital." She didn't mention infections acquired in hospitals. Here in Canada, the Canadian Union of Public Employees tells us antibiotic-resistant bugs like MRSA and C. Diff cause more than 220,000 healthcare associated infections and 8,500 to 12,000 yearly deaths, "and the rates are rising." So our healthcare system is good, but it's not that good. Our best bet to fight Ebola and similar emerging diseases is to smother them where they live, not just put the stray arrivals like Duncan in isolation. Poverty anywhere is a threat everywhere Back in Africa, Ebola is teaching us something that smallpox tried to teach us in the days of Charles Dickens: Poverty is a hazard to your health, no matter how rich you think you are. Put simply, we can't afford to let West Africa rot in poverty, looking for its next bowl of virus-enhanced spicy bat soup. We can't afford to let poor West Africans go to healers instead of distant hospitals. We can't simply bulldoze a space, throw up some tents, and ship in the doctors and nurses. We need to build West Africa's tribal nations into reasonably prosperous 21st-century countries, with drinkable water, sewer systems, schools, and hospitals that might even attract medical tourists. This is not just some dreamy elaboration of the Marshall Plan that saved western Europe. This is stark, greedy self-interest. Poverty anywhere -- in Freetown or Vancouver's Downtown Eastside -- is a threat to prosperity everywhere. If we ever get that idea through our thick, well-groomed heads, we might even stay both prosperous and healthy through a very dangerous century. Read more: Health, Tyee contributing editor Crawford Kilian covers Ebola and other infectious diseases on his blog H5N1.   Tweet What have we missed? What do you think? We want to know. Comment below. Keep in mind: Do: Verify facts, debunk rumours Add context and background Spot typos and logical fallacies Highlight reporting blind spots Ignore trolls Treat all with respect and curiosity Connect with each other Do not: Use sexist, classist, racist or homophobic language Libel or defame Bully or troll Troll patrol. Instead, flag suspect activity. Please enable JavaScript to view the comments powered by Disqus. comments powered by Disqus LNG a chance, not a windfall, says BC throne speech Postmedia could soon own almost every English newspaper in Canada. What could possibly go wrong? VIEW: Voting for your principles is 'strategic voting' Petition opposes BC's 'potential muzzling' of non-profits More troubles for BC's big LNG plans Tirade at Tyee by immigration minister's top aide analyzed tweet by tweet Government slow to respond to FOIs? No need to tell Bob Mackin Converting ferries to LNG will save money, reduce fares: CEO See more » Tyee Video Picks Submitted by Tyee staff, Today Last chance to see 'The Vancouver Asahi' baseball story at VIFF. Where do these videos come from? From you. Suggest one here! Most Popular Can 'Cuisine' Make a Better School Lunch? What I Saw with a German Tour of the Oilsands Don't Give Postmedia More Local Monopolies First Nations 'Front and Centre Now': Pierre Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign How Much Do You Trust Canada's Wireless Giants? Christy Clark's No Pro at LNG Poker BC Filmmaking Duo Passes the Acid Test For Kids, the Meal Is the Message Most Emailed Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign For Kids, the Meal Is the Message Understanding Harper's Evangelical Mission Who'd Be a School Trustee in 2014? Why New Euro-Canada Treaty Is a Gift to Oil Firms BC Filmmaking Duo Passes the Acid Test We Must Heed Naomi Klein's Call China Deal Trumps Province, First Nations on Energy Projects: Treaty Expert Fired Researcher Who Killed Self Was Evaluating Drug Backed by Clark Climate Warriors Must Forge Stronger Alliances, Now Reported Elsewhere Postmedia could soon own almost every English newspaper in Canada (via DeSmog) Petronas CEO warns of 15-year delay to BC LNG project (via G&M) BC government apologizes for firing worker who later killed himself (via the Victoria Times-Colonist) From Tibet to Taiwan, China's outer regions watch Hong Kong protests intently (via the New York Times) It's a shame Jean-Claude Duvalier died a free man, says ex-UN prosecutor (via CBC News) Vancouver's cabbies take aim at Uber (via The Province) Keurig's coffee supremacy challenged by Canadian firm (via Yahoo! News) North and South Korea 'agree to talks' (via BBC News) See more » Your BC: The Tyee's Photo Pool Join The Tyee's Flickr group » View previous selections » Most Commented What I Saw with a German Tour of the Oil Sands (132 comments) Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign (76 comments) 'The Environment Is the Economy': MP Weston (106 comments) Fired Researcher Who Killed Self Was Evaluating Drug Backed by Clark (57 comments) Climate Warriors Must Forge Stronger Alliances, Now (53 comments) ISIS Threat: Let's Refuse to be Scared (79 comments) We Must Heed Naomi Klein's Call (309 comments) Christy Clark's No Pro at LNG Poker (38 comments) Six Steps to Protect Canadians from Flaws in China Trade Deal (128 comments) How Labour Unions Make Us Healthier (31 comments) About The Tyee National Pool Contributors Advertise Contact Funding Jobs Master Classes Privacy Policy Submissions Support The Tyee News Culture Opinion National Mediacheck Solutions Video Publications Tyee News Weekly Archives The Hook Other BC Blogs Reported Elsewhere Steve Burgess Murray Dobbin Michael Geist Crawford Kilian Rafe Mair Andrew Nikiforuk Shannon Rupp Bill Tieleman Dorothy Woodend Follow The Tyee Subscribe by email Subscribe by RSS Tyee Mobile App Managed Hosting by Gossamer Threads × Share article via email Send this article to: Your email address: Your message: Would you like to receive The Tyee's headlines free by email? Yes, every day. Yes, once a week. I already subscribe. No, thanks. Submit Show form again » Close)
(20141006,globalnews.ca,http://globalnews.ca/entertainment/,Entertainment News | Movie & TV Gossip - Celebrity Headlines Your Region: National BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg On TV: News Hour Sections National National sections Locals Local sections Watch Watch sections Search Canada Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released Sections Health Money Consumer Tech Entertainment Environment Science Lifestyle Sports Featured Canada World Politics Investigations Canada Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released Your Region National Change BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Health Money Consumer Tech Entertainment Environment Science Lifestyle Sports Jump to a Region National BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Man trying to reach Bermuda in inflatable bubble rescued by Coast Guard Schedule NowNews Hour 6:30pmGlobal National More Programs Global National The West Block 16x9 The Morning Show More Personalities Dawna Friesen Carolyn Jarvis Liza Fromer Tom Clark More News Major snowfall covers N. Manitoba Entertainment ‘Gone Girl’ wins weekend box office News Journalist with Ebola arrives at US hospital Canada Quebecor sells off Sun newspaper chain News Crowdfunded bus debuts in Toronto Entertainment Depardieu reveals past as escort, thief Canada MPs debate motion for airstrikes in Iraq Sports NBA extends television deals for 9 years Trending Maple Syrup Heist Hong Kong protests Iraq crisis Luka Magnotta Ebola outbreak enterovirus D68 Ukraine Retail Wars Entertainment Latest Entertainment Videos 02:19 Canada Ben Affleck and Bill Maher have heated debate over Islamiphobia and Muslim stereotypes 07:34 The Morning Show Meghan Trainor on her smash hit ‘All About that Bass’ 00:19 News At Noon Toronto California bans paparazzi drones 00:59 Crime $45,000 statue of Ed Sullivan stolen from Hollywood exhibit 04:29 The Morning Show Sitting down with the cast of ‘The Next Step’ 08:01 The Morning Show Science talk with Bill Nye the Science Guy! 01:49 The Morning Show “Jeopardy!” faces accusations of sexism 02:47 Entertainment Kristen Wiig and Bill Hader poke fun at confused reporter who didn’t see their movie 01:47 Entertainment Movie Trailer: The Hunger Games: Mockingjay Part 1 01:32 Entertainment Movie Trailer: The Interview 04:25 News At Noon Toronto Will Arnett and the one line that got him on The Sopranos 23:01 The Morning Show The Morning Show: Sep 29 04:11 The Morning Show Toronto native Will Arnett on the Leafs, his career and being back home 04:36 The Morning Show Jackie Evancho releases third studio album 01:37 Entertainment Clooney and Alamuddin tie knot again in civil ceremony 00:49 Entertainment Mrs. Vermont shaves head to raise cancer awareness 01:55 Entertainment Will Arnett hosts hospital gala 02:13 Entertainment Raw video: Reaction from Alamuddin’s ancestral village on Clooney wedding, Bono arrives 00:44 Entertainment George Clooney arrives in Venice for impending nuptials 00:54 Entertainment Cuba Gooding Jr. goes ballistic, removes shirt, after scoring from centre ice Latest Entertainment News Geoffrey Holder 3 hours ago Actor, director Geoffrey Holder dies at 84 Tony Award-winning director, actor, painter and choreographer Geoffrey Holder was 84. Continue reading → Coco Rocha 3 hours ago Canadian supermodel Coco Rocha announces she’s pregnant Canadian supermodel Coco Rocha announced Monday she is pregnant. Continue reading →   What is this? Branded content is written by or on behalf of our sponsor and not by Global News' editorial staff. If you'd like to learn more... What is this ? X What is this? Branded content is written by or on behalf of our sponsor and not by Global News' editorial staff. If you'd like to learn more... More stories below Ryan Reynolds 4 hours ago Ryan Reynolds, Blake Lively expecting first child The Vancouver-born actor is the second famous Canadian named Ryan with baby news this year. Continue reading → Giller Prize 6 hours ago Toews, Bezmozgis among Giller Prize finalists Miriam Toews, David Bezmogis and Frances Itani are among the finalists for the lucrative Scotiabank Giller Prize. Continue reading → The Janoskians 7 hours ago WATCH: The Janoskians want fans to have their cake (and eat it, too) Internet sensations The Janoskians said Monday their viral hit “Real Girls Eat Cake” was inspired by an unusual question from a female follower. Continue reading → The Tragically Hip 8 hours ago Tragically Hip tour to hit 17 Canadian cities next year Veteran Canadian rock band The Tragically Hip announced a North American tour Monday that kicks off in January with three nights at the House of Blues in Chicago. Continue reading →   What is this? Branded content is written by or on behalf of our sponsor and not by Global News' editorial staff. If you'd like to learn more... What is this ? X What is this? Branded content is written by or on behalf of our sponsor and not by Global News' editorial staff. If you'd like to learn more... Gerard Depardieu 10 hours ago Gerard Depardieu reveals past as escort, thief French actor Gerard Depardieu has revealed he worked as an escort — and robbed some of the men who paid him for sex. Continue reading → Annabelle 11 hours ago ‘Gone Girl’ beats ‘Annabelle’ at weekend box office The thriller starring Ben Affleck as a man whose wife goes missing overcame the possessed-doll horror movie with a $38 million debut, according to studio estimates Sunday. Continue reading → More stories below paul revere 11 hours ago Paul Revere of Raiders rock band dies at 76 Paul Revere, the organist and leader of the Raiders rock band, died Saturday. He was 76. Continue reading → movies October 4, 2014 10:08 pm Chinese cub lands starring role in upcoming Canadian polar bear flick Filmmakers brought a three-and-a-half-month-old polar bear from a Chinese theme park to Canada last year to star in a movie. Continue reading → Load More Popular Now How does Ebola spread? 5 things you need to know 17958 Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released 9957 Accused Madeleine McCann Twitter troll found dead 9216 Ebola: 5 reasons why an outbreak is highly unlikely in Canada 5718 UPDATE: What’s the best, cheapest Canadian cellphone plan out there? 5633 Featured Content Canada Ebola: 5 reasons why an outbreak is highly unlikely in Canada What are the chances of an Ebola outbreak taking off in Canada? It isn’t likely, according to experts. And here are a number of reasons why. Continue reading → Environment Are we in the midst of a mass extinction? There have been 5 mass extinctions — the loss of 75 per cent or more of the world’s species — in Earth’s history. Scientists now believe that we are at the early stages of the sixth. Continue reading → Health Lab-grown penises may soon be ‘ready for testing’ on humans Researchers in North Carolina say penises grown in laboratories could “soon be ready for human testing,” offering hope for men who have had traumatic injuries or penile cancer. Continue reading → Canada Meet Rachel Parent — the teen fighting for GMO labelling in Canada Rachel Parent is a 15-year-old activist. Her goal: mandatory labelling in Canada of all genetically modified organisms, or GMOs that are found as ingredients in food. Continue reading → Canada Abandoned puppies on the mend Twenty hungry, cold and flea-infested puppies found in a Saskatchewan field are now being nursed back to health at Battleford’s Humane Society. Continue reading → Science Everything you need to know about Wednesday’s lunar eclipse On Oct. 8, Canada will be treated to its second lunar eclipse of the year. Find out what you can expect. Continue reading → Canada Can homegrown food win the climate change war? Wondering what’s the single most effective way to combat climate change? Plant a garden. Continue reading → Canada 16×9: An investigation into illegal lumber Timber thieves are stealing wood from the Russian Far East, processing it in China and then shipping it to North America, a 16×9 investigation has found. Continue reading → Highlights Hounds of Parliament: As commuting cyclist and budget watchdog, Frechette must make his presence known Frechette draws a line distinguishing his personality as a cyclist and as the parliamentary budget officer. But surely there’s a parallel between the assertive man he is on a bike and in the role of PBO? Continue reading → Email alerts Sign up for FREE daily Globalnews.ca newsletters and breaking news alerts Email Address National Daily News National Breaking News By clicking on the submit button, I have read, understood and agreed to our privacy policy Twitter Follow globalnews 5 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews USA Swimming suspends #MichaelPhelps for 6 months glbn.ca/ClLU9 pic.twitter.com/nqC3dQ3NhL 5 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews Hillary Clinton: military action against ISIS “critical” and “essential” globalnews.ca/news/1600343/w… #cdnpoli 17 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews Boy left in car during church choir practice dies glbn.ca/ClKBB Jump to a Region BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Connect Facebook Twitter Google+ RSS Contact Us Global News About Us Privacy Policy Principles & Practices Terms & Conditions Copyright Shaw Media Advertise Open Data © Shaw Media Inc., 2014. All rights reserved. Follow Follow “Global News” Get every new post delivered to your Inbox. Join 3,820 other followers Powered by WordPress.com Shaw Connect Expand News Entertainment Entertainment Home Celebs Movies TV Music Living Lifestyle Food Home & Living Sports Money Tech Travel Breaktime Autos Watch TV Online All Sites Global Global News Food Network HGTV History Television Showcase Slice DTOUR ET Canada National Geographic Movietime Lifetime H2 DIY Action NG Wild Mystery IFC BBC Deja Vu Twist)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media last tweet "" @ - 12:00am Follow @ last post "" facebook/ - Jan 1st Like Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9050,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2003 Special Issue Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, Special Issue, September 2003 Who are the political appointees? The interim college council, with all 20 members hand-picked by Education Minister Christy Clark, is a college of political appointees—not a college of professionals. Ten are management appointees (principals, post-secondary administrators, superintendents or retired superintendents), four are parents, two are small business people, one is a lifelong NPA/Liberal politician, and two are teachers. The Federation has asked both teachers to resign from the council. "It is distressing to teachers that our colleagues would allow themselves to be co-opted into this charade of a council," said BCTF President Neil Worboys. "We don’t believe that teachers should lend it a façade of legitimacy." The B.C. Confederation of Parent Advisory Councils (BCCPAC), the only parents’ group that has been vocal in support of Liberal policies and virtually silent on underfunding, gets all four of the parent positions. "It’s ironic that the BCCPAC claims a right to 20% of the seats on the College Council, yet it forbids parents who happen to be teachers from sitting on its executive or on the school planning councils," Worboys said. Catherine Abraham: North Vancouver parent Betty Boult: Retired assistant superintendent from Coquitlam Louise Burgart: Retired superintendent from Pentiction. Stu Dale: Retired principal from Kelowna. Deborah DeRose: Principal Tim Dunford: Saanich parent Barré Eyre: Retired principal from Fort St. John. Pirtpal Gill: Retired Saskatchewan teacher Mike Grant: Malaspina University College, dean of education. Tarry Grieve: Retired superintendent, chair of the council. Alex Holm: Retired assistant superintendent. Monty Jang: Chinese Cultural Centre volunteer. Phillip Milligan: Delta teacher-librarian Judy Morgan: Retired superintendent from Smithers Dwight Moodie: Former Christian school principal. Mary Jo O’Keefe: Chair of Vernon School Board. George Puil: Retired teacher and long-time Vancouver councillor. Carl Ratsoy: Victoria teacher. Brenda Turner: Castlegar parent. Also appointed to the College Council was Bev Hosker, a Prince George parent. Ms. Hosker died in a tragic automobile accident en route to the council’s summer meeting at Whistler. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/CKNW?lang=de,CKNW (@CKNW) | Twitter Twitter Suchanfrage Twitter durchsuchen Gespeicherte Suchanfragen Entfernen Verifizierter Account @ Vorgeschlagene Nutzer Verifizierter Account @ Verifizierter Account @ Sprache: Deutsch Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Hast du einen Account? Anmelden Neu bei Twitter? Registriere Dich noch heute! » Anmelden Telefon, E-Mail oder Nutzername Passwort Anmelden Angemeldet bleiben Passwort vergessen? Benutzt Du Twitter bereits via SMS? CKNW @CKNW Tweets 76,9 Tsd Fotos/Videos 2.125 Folge ich 372 Follower 42,6 Tsd Favoriten 183   Mehr Favoriten Listen @CKNW nicht mehr stumm schalten @CKNW stumm schalten Folgen Folge ich Entfolgen Geblockt Entblocken Ausstehend Abbrechen CKNW @CKNW Breaking news from CKNW News Talk 980 - BC's News Leader. Vancouver, BC cknw.com Beigetreten Januar 2009 2.125 Fotos und Videos Tweets Tweets Tweets & Antworten CKNW @CKNW  ·  6 Min. . @GregMooredotca makes it official announcing on Twitter he has filed his papers to seek another term in the #PoCo mayors chair. #munipoli Antworten 0 Antworten Retweeten Retweetet 1 Retweet 1 Favorisieren Favorisiert 0 Favoriten Mehr Tweet einbetten CKNW retweetete Shelby Thom @ShelbyThom980  ·  14 Min. . @VancouverPD looking for one suspect. White 35-40 years old, 5"10, medium build, dark clothing. Sketch to come. pic.twitter.com/1tpkpKczN4 Mehr Fotos und Videos anzeigen Antworten 0 Antworten Retweeten Retweetet 2 Retweets 2 Favorisieren Favorisiert 0 Favoriten Mehr Tweet einbetten CKNW retweetete Shelby Thom @ShelbyThom980  ·  16 Min. . @VancouverPD says first victim in 80's & second victim in 90's. Third in 50's. @cknw pic.twitter.com/K1ZPFkkEk4 Mehr Fotos und Videos anzeigen Antworten 0 Antworten Retweeten Retweetet 3 Retweets 3 Favorisieren Favorisiert 0 Favoriten Mehr Tweet einbetten CKNW retweetete Shelby Thom @ShelbyThom980  ·  17 Min. The @VancouverPD says most recent attack Oct 3 woman confronted suspect & he allegedly punched her in the face. pic.twitter.com/s0zXXKBL5Z Mehr Fotos und Videos anzeigen Antworten 0 Antworten Retweeten Retweetet 4 Retweets 4 Favorisieren Favorisiert 0 Favoriten Mehr Tweet einbetten CKNW retweetete Shelby Thom @ShelbyThom980  ·  12 Min. Police say not looking at Asian targeted attacks as hate crime but rather sex crimes. pic.twitter.com/RobiTuOinC Mehr Fotos und Videos anzeigen Antworten 0 Antworten Retweeten Retweetet 3 Retweets 3 Favorisieren Favorisiert 0 Favoriten Mehr Tweet einbetten CKNW retweetete Shelby Thom @ShelbyThom980  ·  19 Min. The @VancouverPD issues public warning after 3 Middle aged - elderly Asian women attacked in #Vancouver April-Oct pic.twitter.com/ovdS06ms2z Mehr Fotos und Videos anzeigen Antworten 0 Antworten Retweeten Retweetet 3 Retweets 3 Favorisieren Favorisiert 0 Favoriten Mehr Tweet einbetten CKNW @CKNW  ·  10 Min. #bcpoli fall out from the Throne Speech from @christyclarkbc & @JJHorgan http://bit.ly/1uu8yyZ  #LNG Kurzfassung anzeigen Antworten 0 Antworten Retweeten Retweetet 0 Retweets Favorisieren Favorisiert 0 Favoriten Mehr Tweet einbetten CKNW retweetete Sean Leslie @seanleslie980  ·  40 Min. . @jjhorgan says Petronas negotiating in public, may be angling for special deal with gov. #bcpoli Antworten 0 Antworten Retweeten Retweetet 2 Retweets 2 Favorisieren Favorisiert 1 Favorit 1 Mehr Tweet einbetten CKNW retweetete Marcella Bernardo @Bernardo980  ·  40 Min. Lawyer says no evidence his client 'drilled' Sandy Davidsen in June 2010 and 'the smell of that has been raised again this afternoon.' Antworten 0 Antworten Retweeten Retweetet 2 Retweets 2 Favorisieren Favorisiert 0 Favoriten Mehr Tweet einbetten CKNW retweetete Sean Leslie @seanleslie980  ·  45 Min. @.jjhorgan says #Thronespeech dropped all mention of 100,000 LNG jobs, paying off debt. #bcpoli pic.twitter.com/0ce5fZppid Mehr Fotos und Videos anzeigen Antworten 0 Antworten Retweeten Retweetet 7 Retweets 7 Favorisieren Favorisiert 1 Favorit 1 Mehr Tweet einbetten CKNW retweetete Marcella Bernardo @Bernardo980  ·  45 Min. Lawyer says Robinson didn't follow proper procedures, but actions were considered 'reasonable and proportionate' by outside investigators. Antworten 0 Antworten Retweeten Retweetet 2 Retweets 2 Favorisieren Favorisiert 0 Favoriten Mehr Tweet einbetten CKNW retweetete Marcella Bernardo @Bernardo980  ·  48 Min. Lawyer for . @VancouverPD officer Taylor Robinson who knocked down disabled woman in #DTES says impact is 'nothing less than profound.' Antworten 0 Antworten Retweeten Retweetet 2 Retweets 2 Favorisieren Favorisiert 0 Favoriten Mehr Tweet einbetten CKNW retweetete Sean Leslie @seanleslie980  ·  53 Min. . @christyclarkbc says success on #LNG would be 5 of 15 proposed plants built. Won't guess which ones will get green light. #bcpoli Antworten 0 Antworten Retweeten Retweetet 3 Retweets 3 Favorisieren Favorisiert 0 Favoriten Mehr Tweet einbetten CKNW retweetete Sean Leslie @seanleslie980  ·  56 Min. Premier @christyclarkbc says goal still to cut GHG's by 33% by 2020, but "complicated" work still to do on LNG emissions. #bcpoli Antworten 0 Antworten Retweeten Retweetet 4 Retweets 4 Favorisieren Favorisiert 1 Favorit 1 Mehr Tweet einbetten CKNW retweetete Sean Leslie @seanleslie980  ·  1 Std. Premier @christyclarkbc says Petronas simply representing their shareholders. Still hopes project will proceed. pic.twitter.com/5aPryKbRKS Mehr Fotos und Videos anzeigen Antworten 0 Antworten Retweeten Retweetet 2 Retweets 2 Favorisieren Favorisiert 0 Favoriten Mehr Tweet einbetten CKNW @CKNW  ·  1 Std. Debate in Ottawa over the plan laid out by the federal government to fight ISIL & ISIS. @michaeleckford @CKNW Antworten 0 Antworten Retweeten Retweetet 0 Retweets Favorisieren Favorisiert 1 Favorit 1 Mehr Tweet einbetten CKNW @CKNW  ·  1 Std. 2/2 @VancouverPD say all 3 women attacked are Asian. Attacker described as a white man 35 to 40yo, 5’10” tall, wearing dark clothing. Antworten 0 Antworten Retweeten Retweetet 1 Retweet 1 Favorisieren Favorisiert 0 Favoriten Mehr Tweet einbetten CKNW @CKNW  ·  1 Std. . @VancouverPD are warning women to be careful after 3 attacks since April in the Oak, Cambie, & South Granville areas. 1/2 #Vancouver Antworten 0 Antworten Retweeten Retweetet 3 Retweets 3 Favorisieren Favorisiert 0 Favoriten Mehr Tweet einbetten CKNW @CKNW  ·  2 Std. . @bcliberals #thronespeech says on economy, "we must choose to grow or decline..if we do nothing, we will have chosen decline." #lng Antworten 0 Antworten Retweeten Retweetet 3 Retweets 3 Favorisieren Favorisiert 0 Favoriten Mehr Tweet einbetten CKNW @CKNW  ·  2 Std. . @bcliberals promising "comprehensive legislative framework" for LNG this #bcleg session that will be "fair to people of BC." #bcpoli Antworten 0 Antworten Retweeten Retweetet 2 Retweets 2 Favorisieren Favorisiert 0 Favoriten Mehr Tweet einbetten Twitter könnte überlastet sein oder ein vorübergehendes Problem haben. Erneut versuchen Besuche Twitter Status für weitere Informationen. Schließen CKNW folgt jetzt Verpasse keine Neuigkeiten von CKNW Vancouver, BC · Ändern © 2014 Twitter Über uns Hilfe Werbung Info Schließen Trends Trends, speziell für Dich. Mit Trends kommst Du den Themen, die Dir wichtig sind, auf ganz besondere Weise näher. Sie werden speziell für Dich erstellt, basierend auf Deinem Standort und den Personen, denen Du folgst. Ändern Behalte maßgeschneiderte Trends Erhalte weltweite Trends Fertig Verwerfen Schließen Vorherige Weiter Schließen Vollständiges Profil ansehen Gespeicherte Suchanfragen Entfernen Verifizierter Account @ Vorgeschlagene Nutzer Verifizierter Account @ Verifizierter Account @ Schließen Retweet an Deine Follower senden? Abbrechen Retweeten Schließen Bist Du sicher, dass Du diesen Tweet löschen möchtest? Abbrechen Löschen Schließen Blockieren Abbrechen Blockieren Füge einen Standort zu Deinen Tweets hinzu Twitter speichert Deine Standortangaben. Du kannst die Standortangabe vor jedem Tweet ein- oder ausschalten und Du hast jederzeit die Möglichkeit, Standortangaben nachträglich zu löschen. Mehr erfahren Standortangabe einschalten Nicht jetzt! Standort ausschalten Schließen Kurzprofil Schließen Deine Listen Schließen Neue Liste anlegen Name der Liste Beschreibung Weniger als 100 Zeichen, optional Liste: Privatsphäre Öffentlich · Jeder kann dieser Liste folgen Privat · Nur Du hast Zugriff auf diese Liste Liste speichern Schließen Schließen Diesen Tweet integrieren Füge diesen Tweet zu Deiner Website hinzu, indem Du den untenstehenden Code einfügst. Erfahre mehr Hmm, es gab ein Problem, den Server zu erreichen. Erneut versuchen? Vorherigen Tweet einfügen Medien beifügen Vorschau Schließen Registriere Dich bei Twitter! Noch nicht bei Twitter? Melde Dich an, wirf einen Blick auf Dinge, die Dich interessieren und bleibe stets auf dem Laufenden. Hast du einen Account? Anmelden » Schließen Zweiwege-Kurz-Codes (zum Senden und Empfangen) Land Code Für Kunden von Vereinigte Staaten 40404 (beliebig) Kanada 21212 (beliebig) Großbritannien 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brasilien 40404 Nextel, TIM Haiti 40404 Digicel, Voila Irland 51210 Vodafone, O2 Indien 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Indonesien 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italien 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » Zeige SMS-Kurzwahlen für andere Länder Schließen Bestätigung)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/11/technology-in-school-how-much-is-too.html?showComment=1353610523512,Staffroom Confidential: Technology in school? How much is too much Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, November 20, 2012 Technology in school? How much is too much When a parent visits a daycare, top of their minds is what kind of activities their children will be doing. A typical visit includes a description of the day, from play time, to nap time, to out door time. Most day cares proudly announce that they have no or very little screen time - be it television or computers. But suddenly, the "critical thinkers" in the education policy world think we should be infusing and transforming our schools, including our primary classrooms, with endless numbers of screens and gadgets. Class sets of iPads, BYOD (bring your own device), blended learning...there is a never ending push for more technology in teaching. Just today I had a look at a slideshow from Brian Kuhn, an IT Manager of School District 43. The show is entitled Brittania Elementary Education Technology Ideas (http://www.slideshare.net/bkuhn/britannia-elementary-educational-technology-ideas-nov2012) and displays the so-called wonders of using digital cameras, smart phones, ipads and laptops in elementary school. While no doubt many of the activities presented are fun, engaging, and involve some learning, nowhere was there a critical look at a most basic question: how much technology is appropriate for children? what are the downsides? at what age? and critically, how much is too much? Or, to put it visually, do we want schools with more of this:  (http://www.flickr.com/photos/56155476@N08/6659978347/) or with more of this: (http://www.flickr.com/photos/wwworks/3120816179/sizes/m/in/photostream/) Far away from the education policy makers, other fields of study - notably pediatrics and child psychology - are making some very relevant critiques of the dangers of screen time, particularly for children and teenagers. Dr. Larry Rosen, writing for Psychology Today, describes a recent study of students: "Recently my research team observed nearly 300 middle school, high school and university students studying something important for a mere 15 minutes in their natural environments. We were interested in whether they could maintain focus and, if not, what might be distracting them. Every minute we noted exactly what they were doing, whether they were studying, if they were texting or listening to music or watching television in the background, and if they had a computer screen in front of them and what websites were being visited. The results were startling. First, these students were only able to focus and stay on task for an average of three minutes at a time and nearly all of their distractions came from technology. [By the way, other researchers have found similar attention spans with computer programmers and medical students.] The major culprit: their smartphone and their laptop were providing constant interruptions. We also looked at whether these distractors might predict who was a better student. Not surprisingly those who stayed on task longer and had study strategies were better students. The worst students were those who consumed more media each day and had a preference for working on several tasks at the same time and switching back and forth between them. One additional result stunned us: If they checked Facebook just once during the 15-minute study period they were worse students. It didn’t matter how many times they looked at Facebook; once was enough." (http://www.psychologytoday.com/blog/rewired-the-psychology-technology/201204/attention-alert-study-distraction-reveals-some-surpris) Dr. Marilyn Price-Mitchell, a developmental psychologist, writes on her web site about the effects on children of over stimulation from television: "In 1970, the average age at which children watched television was four years old. Today, the average age is four months. The typical child before the age of five is watching 4 ½ hours of television per day, 40% of their waking hours! Recent studies have linked television to the over-stimulation of an infant’s brain, leading to the development of Attention-Deficit/Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD) in young children." (http://rootsofaction.com/blog/are-we-over-stimulating-young-children-dimitri-christakis/) She is referring to studies by Dr. Dimitri Christakis, MD, on the effect of television viewing on children. Dr. Christakis has produced a TED talk on the topic of media and children, and suggests parents need to ensure their children are on a "media diet". Interestingly, school is one place where children currently escape from their gadgets and screens. But this could be set to change, without much public discussion. This theme is also taken up by Dr. Stuart Shankar, a Canadian researcher involved in the study of self-regulation, who talks about the effects of stress and over stimulation: "What we're seeing is a generation of children whose nervous system is essentially being overstimulated." Reasons included emotional and physiological stressors such as changing marital patterns, parental stress, changes in extended family involvement, increased use of the television, video games and the internet, and exposure to damaging themes via marketing and the media. "We're concerned about the dramatic increase in television viewing, which is a physiological stressor because so much of the brain's energy is used on visual processing," Dr Shanker says. (http://au.news.yahoo.com/thewest/lifestyle/a/-/article/13946118/childrens-stress-levels-soar/) The corporations who stand to make substantial profits from technology in education have spent a decade promoting the "edtech" business. They are single minded - they want as much technology in schools as possible. And they are on the cusp of getting what they want in growing numbers of jurisdictions all over the world. Layers of education policy makers and bureaucrats now mindlessly push technology without any discussion about potential drawbacks or health concerns, but rather just the "more is better" mantra. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 5:57 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 9 comments: Kerry TurnerNovember 22, 2012 at 8:31 AM Dr Larry Rosen also says that, "Social networking can provide tools for teaching in compelling ways that engage young students."ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeNovember 22, 2012 at 4:55 PM True. I don't think Larry Rosen quite gets how much the edtech business is trying to push technology in schools. He's not an educator.Delete Reply AnonymousNovember 22, 2012 at 10:55 AM I understand your concern. That said, when you pose your visual question of whether we want more of this [child on tablet] or this [teacher reading to students], I would answer: I want both at the pedagogically appropriate times. I doesn't need to be one or the other. Furthermore, whether we like it or not, our children and society is changing. I think it's more important for educators to teach children to appropriate use/apply/evaluate/critique technology and media rather than abstain from it.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeNovember 22, 2012 at 11:34 AM You know, I am happy I had my own child 13 years ago, because I look around today and I see little toddlers in restaurants with iphones to keep them busy. I would have done the same thing I bet, but iphones didn't exist then, so we had toys we brought. It is the very engagement of gagdets, and the gamification of educational apps and software, that make them good baby sitters at home and appealing in schools where large classes lead to behaviour issues. Why is it pedagogically appropriate to use iPads in Kindergarden? Why should we begin schooling with the most addictive tools? What does this do to young children who are learning to focus and concentrate? I agree it is not one or the other - I support some technology use in upper grades. But that is not what is going on...right now edu-policy-wonks and edtech businesses would have us believe ALL technology is better.Delete AnonymousNovember 22, 2012 at 5:12 PM "Why is it pedagogically appropriate to us iPads in Kindergarten?" You should ask a K teacher who IS using them. And furthermore, why not? You can ask a Kindergarten student to draw you a picture of a farm and they will give you something that barely resembles anything (which DEFINITELY has it's own merits) or you can give them an iPad and they can construct an environment with drop and drag pictures with environments rich in context. " Why should we begin schooling with the most addictive tools?" "Addictive?" That's a pretty biased way to look at it. Proponents of iPads would use the word "engaging." All in all, the problem I have in with your position is the lack of balance. I concede that there are some issues with technology in the classroom. But they are the same issues that technology is bringing to society as a whole. And to completely ignore the positive that they bring is unjust. Your article simply dissuades those teachers who are on the fence with using technology away from trying to implement them into their teaching. Which in the end does them and their students a disservice.Delete Tara EhrckeNovember 23, 2012 at 8:31 AM If we want to allow young children to explore and learn creatively, there is a good argument that pre-defined drawing and painting programs do just the opposite. Moreover, children are already using these apps and programs at home...why would we replicate that in school? Why not use school for social, natural, interactive play based activities? If our goal is to stuff young children with mass amounts of information, there is evidence that technology such as iPad apps can do that (e.g. increase vocabulary), but it is not clear to me that should be our goal for Kindergarten. Perhaps in limited circumstances with children who have particular deficits coming into school. Addictive - yes. The DSM - V is already considering internet addiction as a diagnosis and there is plenty of evidence from the medical community about addictive behaviours and electronic devices. The programmers who make educational apps know and use addictive techniques on purpose, such as randomly placed rewards that trigger dopamine responses. Read more here: http://topics.nytimes.com/top/features/timestopics/series/your_brain_on_computers/Delete Reply Kevin AmboeNovember 22, 2012 at 11:15 AM Tara, "nowhere was there a critical look at a most basic question: how much technology is appropriate for children? what are the downsides? at what age? and critically, how much is too much?" Do we ask how much pencil time is appropriate? How much worksheet time is too much? The choice of photos was interesting. I want neither situation suggested. A single student reading text is not why I want iPads in classrooms. Children sitting in rows listening to a teacher read a story where they can barely see the photos is also not what I want. This one with an expert showing a student where they can find more information while in the field doing research is a better use that both of the others. http://www.flickr.com/photos/pennstatelive/5815275683/ or even better 3 students having a conversation working on a project together. It is not about the technology. It is about learning. http://www.flickr.com/photos/56155476@N08/6660073135/in/photostream/ I think the issue of primary, intermediate, secondary is a red herring in terms of technology use. We would think it criminal to not teach a student to read until grade 4. Reading is a skill that is integral to learning for their entire life. If we say that primary don't do technology, I would argue that is just as criminal. Students need to be learners and literate citizens for today. iPads are a tool, just like plasticene, just like video cameras, just like paper and pencil that can be used for reading, writing, creating and communicating. No one is used at the exclusion of others. The IRPs were changed years ago now to recognize that reading and writing were to include digital or media. Saying all of that, my personal belief is using the right tool at the right time. If students don't have access to tools, they can't be empowered to make those choices, instead the teacher stays as the one in charge of their learning. We also don't need to accept research of others on related topics and try to draw connections to our work. In Surrey, we are doing more than 70 inquiry based projects investigating teaching and learning with technology. These are teacher directed projects shaped around their inquiry questions. Feedback from K - 12 has been impressive with positive impacts on teachers, students, and student learning. KevinReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeNovember 22, 2012 at 11:27 AM Hi Kevin, Yes - we do ask how many worksheets are appropriate, as we should! And being read to as a group should not disappear...it should simply be done in small enough classes that seeing the book is not an issue. As to early reading, some Montessori advocates think we teach reading much too early, and there is certainly a debate over early learning. Finland begins school at age 7. Here we are trending towards earlier and earlier starting ages. At competitive private schools it is even worse - reading begins at age 3. All of this earlier seems to be driven by some notion that kids need to get further faster. They don't. Childhood should be enjoyed. The question I pose is not whether or not technology can be helpful in teaching (I agree that it can in some circumstances, and that is a pedagogical question), but rather whether those benefits have to be weighed against other considerations, such as health. The evidence from other fields suggest there are considerable health implications including sedentary behaviour and attention disorders. However, even from a learning perspective, there is plenty of evidence that the instant feedback and the hyper engagement of many technologies impacts the degree to which students are able to focus and concentrate. Not all learning is "fun" and not all education should be "edutainment". I am not arguing for zero technology in schools, but right now the ed-tech movement wants us to embrace all the technology without considering either the health or pedagogical questions. That is just wrong.Delete Reply AnonymousNovember 22, 2012 at 12:09 PM I heard about a story, where a school district provided their entire staff with new IPADS because the staff are falling behind the kids in their knowledge of technology. So now we are sending our kids to school to teach the teachers. There needs to be some balance...like previously said, our world is changing so there needs to be some ability to keep up with our technological progress but we need to remember that there was no issues with the way that Learning and Teaching took place to begin with so the old saying "Don't fix whats not broken" applies to this. BALANCE is key...we see it for diets and for excercise and we should be seeing it for learning as well.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ▼  November (6) Technology in school? How much is too much Corporate advertising in public schools Thoughts on parent advocacy and the Moore decision... Technology in a 21st Century Learning Inc world The slow death of special education Attacks on public education are working...where is... ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11470&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 19, Number 5, March 2007 Nutrition and learning by Yvonne Eamor The Cost of Eating in BC is the annual report of Dietitians of Canada and this year’s data takes a discouraging look at the plight of many BC families whose meals often come down to choosing between putting food on the table or providing a basic necessity such as shelter or clothing. "Food insecure" is the polite term to describe those who lack the basic food intake to provide them with the nutrients most of us take for granted. In 2005, children comprised one-third of the 75,000 British Columbians who used food banks to help supplement their food intake. For a province with a record surplus, says Dietitians of Canada, BC is also the province with the highest childhood poverty rate in Canada. Food insecurity can have devastating and life-long developmental impacts on children and some of those play out in the classroom. "The link between nutrition and learning is well established," says Andrea Ottem, Registered Dietitians and contributor to The Cost of Eating in BC. "Inadequate income is a major barrier to eating well. If there’s not enough money, the quantity and the quality of food in the home suffer." The report breaks down the monthly costs for a family of four on welfare and shows it will spend 41% of its income on food and will have $14 left over at the end of the month after food and shelter costs. Compare that to a family of four with an average income that will spend just 15% of its income for food and have $2,425 left over after food and shelter costs. Single-parent families fall somewhere in-between. For school-age children, the fallout of food insecurity is considerable. Ottem says, "Children and youth who eat a healthy diet do better on many fronts, academically, emotionally, and behaviourally." Kids from low-income families often start school with the type of health issues that teachers know only too well. A Canadian study on child hunger (CMA, Vol. 163, Issue 8) shows hungry children will learn more slowly, will likely have behaviour problems, and have health problems that will contribute to the country’s ballooning healthcare costs. Vancouver Coastal Health Nutritionist Barbara Crocker says when kids are hungry, "they can’t tend to the teachers, and they can’t listen because they’re focussed on their tummies. On a simple level, reaction to hunger is poor concentration. It’s been shown that well-nourished children do better academically." An American study on malnutrition, poverty, and intellectual development published in 1996 (Scientific American, 1996) showed poor diet influences mental development. It also sounded the alarm of a staggering prevalence of childhood that "triggers an array of health problems in children, many of which can become chronic." The Public Health Agency of Canada says Canadians who don’t get enough to eat are far more likely to have failing health or report that the state of their health falls in a fair-to-poor category. They also tend to have multiple chronic conditions and often they report psychological issues such as social exclusion, distress, and depression. Of course, it’s never too early to try to make certain that every child receives the proper nutrition. "There are a whole bunch of things that happen in the early years," says Crocker. "What are the assets in our community to launch our kids? How about food programs in daycare, and adequate funding? There needs to be a change in funding for low-income families, and while we’re naïve to put all our energy there, we also need to look at local programs that can help support families." She says parents shouldn’t be left with the entire responsibility for ensuring all of our children receive the proper nutrition. "We all need to work together. We need school champions, and we need to engage everyone. Food is for all of us." Dietitians of Canada has launched a call to action to provide safe and healthy food for all Canadians. It’s suggesting a call for higher welfare rates, a higher minimum wage, and affordable housing. It invites the public to read its annual report in its entirety (www.dietitians.ca) and to get involved to make change. The organization says that if the Liberal government in BC is serious about the province being the most literate jurisdiction by 2010, it needs to address food insecurity and commit to a healthy eating and food security strategy. While the government has committed funds to support some initiatives, the Dietitians of Canada says it really needs to address the issue of poverty. Yvonne Eamor is the BCTF’s media relations officer. Some recommendations from The Cost of Eating in BC, 2006: Governments, at all levels, establish poverty reduction as an important policy goal. Income assistance rates be increased to bring families on assistance out of poverty. The minimum wage be increased. Funding and support for adequate social housing be immediately put in place. Government, at all levels, adequately fund sustainable initiatives that support food security for low income families. Health Canada update the food costing toll based on what Canadians are eating.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13130&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 1999 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 11, Number 5, March 1999 EI regulations marginalize TOCs and younger teachers by Garry Litke A recent study released by the Canadian Labor Congress (CLC) reveals the dramatic effects of changes to Employment Insurance on Canadian workers. The report, entitled "Left Out in the Cold," shows that the percentage of unemployed workers receiving EI benefits has fallen from 74% in 1989 to only 36% in 1997. Four separate bills over the past few years have tripled the length of qualifying time and cut the duration of the benefit period in half. The most recent legislation increased the weekly hours needed to qualify from 15 to 35. Only 32% of unemployed women received EI benefits in 1997, compared with 70% in 1989. Unemployed young people fare worse with only 15% qualifying for EI benefits in 1997, a drop from 55% in 1989. The total hours of work required of new entrants to the labour force has increased from 300 to 910, shutting out many unemployed youth from collecting benefits. In B.C., the picture reflects the national trends, except for Vancouver and Victoria, where only 25% of unemployed workers are receiving EI benefits. These changes have been especially detrimental for part-time teachers and teachers on call, most of whom are women and young people entering the teaching force. Part-time teachers with assignments of 0.39 FTE or less, can no longer qualify for EI benefits, because they cannot accumulate the required 700 hours. They need to work at least 77 FTE days. Under the old rules, teachers with only a 0.2 FTE assignment could qualify. Previously, teachers on call needed only two days of employment a week for any 20 weeks to qualify. Now they need 100 days. Eligibility has been further complicated by BCPSEA and boards' refusal to recognize the provincial agreement, which gives TOCs credit for 9.1 hours per day, instead of the 7 hours per day currently being recorded. The changes have generated about nine billion dollars a year in savings and have produced a huge surplus in the EI fund, estimated at $17 billion. For every $10 the Federal government collects in EI premiums, it pays out only $6 in benefits. The CLC is lobbying to have the EI surplus used to improve the benefits and coverage of the unemployed. Qualifying rules need to be changed, and the formula for benefits improved. The benefit period needs to be extended to provide an income while an unemployed worker searches for another job. The Liberal federal caucus met on Wednesday, January 20, 1999, and announced that the government is reviewing the changes it has made to EI. Now is the time to make your views known. Access the CLC Web site at www.clc-ctc.ca/eng-index.html and use the online response form to fax your MP.)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9728,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 19, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 2006 A taste of farming for classroom teachers by Julia Poole The summer institute organized by the BC Agriculture in the Classroom Foundation and set in the pristine meadows of Montfort House on Vancouver Island, not only provided teachers with the experience of hands-on farm life but with the culinary delight of farm fresh local foods as well. Engaging speakers and learning activities helped teachers to become more knowledgeable about Canada’s and BC’s farming and food production. Field trips offered first-hand opportunities to talk with the farmers who bring our food to our local markets. This program is one of the hidden treasures of teacher professional development. Chef Daniel Lesnes of Garibaldi Secondary conjured up culinary delights for each meal, connecting our learning with real-life experiences. This inspired me to bring the same experience to my students, to help them understand how our food is grown here in BC and the many hands that work together to bring food to our tables. The experience helped me understand how important it is to develop the connection between our food production and my students’ food consumption, their health, lifestyle, and job futures. The opportunity for teachers to learn about agriculture from other teachers who specialize in this field was made possible through the support and sponsorship of BC farmers and producers. The enthusiasm of Lindsay Babineau, executive director of AITC, is contagious and the results of her efforts to create a comprehensive and informative, fun-filled learning experience for teachers of BC are well worth spending some of your summer holidays to see. If you have never lived on a farm, this is one life experience you will not want to miss. The course can be taken for UBC credit through professor Gale Smith of the Home Economics and Continuing Education Department. Information and projects for classroom use can be found on the Agriculture in the Classroom web site at www.aitc.ca/bc. Julia Poole is an ICT/Applied Skills Helping Teacher, Surrey. poole_j@sd36.bc.ca. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140925,ppen.ca,http://ppen.ca/taking-streets-campaign/,Taking It To The Streets Campaign  - Protect Public Education Now ↓ Skip to Main Content “Public education is the primary foundation in any civilized democracy… Any weakening of universal public education can only be a weakening of democracy.” - John Ralston Saul Home A Coordinated Plan BC Skills For Jobs Blueprint CALENDAR Latest posts Learn More – NEW Letters Links Petition Related Articles See Blueprints BC Taking It To The Streets Campaign Home › Taking It To The Streets Campaign Taking It To The Streets Campaign FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: JULY 17, 2014 Support for BC Teachers: Taking it to the Streets VANCOUVER – A coalition of six parent-groups, representing approximately 20,000 members, is calling on families everywhere in British Columbia to taketheir support for public school teachers to the street by posting signs in their cars, businesses and homes this summer. The campaign, led by the Vancouver-based Protect Public Education Now and five other parent groups, invites British Columbians to download and print a sign depicting a tree of knowledge with a clear message: “We Support BC Teachers.” “According to her comments July 14, Premier Clark does not want to let the labour dispute continue to simmer. If this is the case, she needs to take action and get back to the bargaining table,” says parent Marlene Rodgers of Protect Public Education Now. BCTF President Jim Iker has indicated that Justice Stephen Kelleher is available for mediation the week of August 4th. “It’s tempting, in this summer heat, to forget about the problems facing schools, but parents know that without honest bargaining by this government, September will be an unhappy month for all of us, as students return to increasingly over-sized classes, inadequate support, labour unrest, and other effects of more than a decade of underfunding,” Rodgers adds. The Support for BC Teachers: Taking it to the Streets campaign, is designed to show support for teachers and put pressure on the government to come to the table and bargain in good faith. The campaign signs come in two sizes, designed for car and home windows. They can be downloaded from the facebook page for Protect Public Education Now. Supporters can print out the images on their home computers, and display their commitment to public education everywhere and anywhere. The sign campaign builds on a successful petition, which has been signed by more than 6,000 citizens.http://www.thepetitionsite.com/373/030/758/premier-clark-negotiate-with-teachers-to-protect-public-education/ Groups supporting the sign campaign include: BC Voters for BC Teachers and Public Education, Support BC Teachers and We Support BC Teachers (two distinct groups), BC Parents Supporting Teachers, and Education Rallies in BC. Collectively, the groups have over 25,000 members. For more information, please contact: Marlene Rodgers, Protect Public Education Now, 604-875-9818, marleneprodgers@gmail.com Jordan Watters, Support for BC Teachers, 778-977-2309, jordanwatters4trustee@gmail.com Jonah Eckert, BC Voters in Support of BC Teachers and Public Education, 604 209 2682, jonah.eckert@gmail.com Brandy Brundige-Gomes, BC Parents Supporting Teachers (604) 338-9588, brandyb@shaw.ca   Pages A Coordinated Plan BC Skills For Jobs Blueprint CALENDAR Latest posts Learn More – NEW Letters Links Petition Related Articles See Blueprints BC Taking It To The Streets Campaign WHAT CAN I DO NOW? Recent Posts Supreme Court appeal Sign the Petition, Join us to Present It on Monday August 25th at the Legislature! Open Letter: Premier Clark, Negotiate with Teachers Make this Letter Your Own Letter To Christy Clark On Public Education Cuts © 2014 Protect Public Education Now ↑ Responsive Theme powered by WordPress)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media last tweet "" @ - 12:00am Follow @ last post "" facebook/ - Jan 1st Like Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8698,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, Number 6, May/June 2004 Teachers make the ultimate sacrifice in 1918 by Betty O’Keefe Aplaque commemorating the gallantry of three young Vancouver teachers is again hanging in the hall at Lord Nelson School. When schools were ordered closed in the fall of 1918 during the height of the Spanish flu epidemic in Vancouver, some school teachers volunteered to serve as nursing aids because of the severe shortage of medical staff as thousands fell ill and isolation hospitals overflowed. Three who volunteered and who, sadly, gave their lives helping the sick and dying were Ruth B. Luno, Pearl Alberta Green, and Alice Ross Rines. The plaque states that they were "Teachers, Lord Nelson School, who gave their lives for others." While researching a book about the flu epidemic, which claimed some 4,400 lives in B.C., authors Betty O’Keefe and Ian Macdonald saw an old newspaper clipping stating that the Vancouver School Board had decided to erect the plaque. They inquired of the school if the plaque was still displayed but found that after many renovations over 80 years it had disappeared. Staff member Anna Hayes remembered, however, that there was a brass plate in the basement. It was rediscovered and cleaned up. Principal Nicole Boucher and librarian Janet Lirenman were delighted to learn the reason for the memorial. Vancouver School Board had erected it in December 1918 but did not include specific wording about the pandemic flu. A picture of the plaque and the teachers is included in the new book, Dr. Fred and the Spanish Lady, published by Heritage House and available in Vancouver book stores late in May. It tells the story of the tremendous suffering during the flu epidemic, the sacrifices of many volunteers, and the key role of Dr. Fred Underhill, Vancouver’s first full-time medical health officer, who was appointed 100 years ago in 1904 and marshalled the forces to fight the disease. Betty O’Keefe has co-authored the book, Dr. Fred and the Spanish Lady: Fighting the killer flu. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Touring a natural gas drilling rig with @MLA Mike Bernier, and Brian from EnCana http://t.co/AifdJ4H07b" @Teresa_Wat - 06:01pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=16818,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2008 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 2, October 2008  New BCTF lesson aids 1 LA2018—The Begbie Canadian History Contest: Years Eleven to Fifteen sponsored by the Begbie Contest Society, 188 p. ©2008. This publication and LA 2017—“The Begbie Canadian History Contest: The First ten Years” attempts to enliven history, engage students in the historical method and give students an oppor­tunity to practice critical thinking skills. The contest contains a large number of carefully selected primary sources that enable students to prac­tise the skills historians (and citizens) need when processing information. Includes a detailed index to both volumes and strategies for using materials are grouped according to the different stages of the historical method. Grades 10 and 12. $35 2 LA 3048—Calculus Manual 1: Function Definitions for Students by E.E. Engstrom, 87 p. ©Rev. 2008. The award-nominated calculus manual, which includes a CD Rom format, is reference material for single variable calculus. It is especially useful in the Advanced Placement Program Calculus course. Includes four chapters (with calculator computa­tions). Grades 11–12. $19.95 3 LA8013—Language Arts Activities for Grades 2 and 3 by Dianne Varty, 41 p. ©2008. Includes activities on creating a puppet play, teeny tiny book, extra large book, fall, winter, spring and summer story starters, paragraph outlines, story sequence and outline, book shapes and review, and poetry review. $5.75. 4 LA 8018—Phonograms for Grades 1 and 2 by Dianne Varty, 62 p. ©2008. Blackline masters for paper or manila tag practice wheels for learning short vowel word families. $6.75 5 LA 8561—Science Matters: Activities for Grades 2 and 3 by Dianne Varty, 55 p. ©2008. This resource guide Includes activities on solids, liquids, gasses and changes in matter, and student experiment templates, plant report template and notes, sea creatures report template and notes, science report and animals template and notes, and solar system report template and notes. $6.50 6 LA 9188A—Lucy Maud Montgomery Novel Studies for Intermediate Students by Tina Drewes Barnetson, 115 p. ©2008. This teacher’s resource includes novel studies on the following series: Green Gables, Emily, Silver Bush, Story Girl and includes nine other books and bonus material of novel study ques­tions for Budge Wilson’s “Before Green Gables,” a prequel to the Green Gables series. Three questions are included in each chapter of the novel studies: (1) Looking for detail, e.g., what colour was the man’s shirt? (2) General comprehension, e.g., What kind of problem did the main character face in this chapter? (3) Critical thinking, e.g., How do you think the main character can solve her problem? Grades 4 to 7. $8.95 LA 9188B—Lucy Maud Montgomery Novel Studies for Intermediate Students by Tina Drewes Barnetson, CD Rom format of LA 9188A. $6.95 7 EE208—A Nature Guide to Boundary Bay by Anne Murray and David Blevins, 214 p. 2006. Includes over 170 colour photo­graphs illustrating the plants, animals and landscapes found in Boundary Bay, a premier birding area and wildlife destination in the heart of the Fraser River estuary. This book covers all of Boundary Bay and its watershed, including Burns Bog, North Delta, Tsawwas­sen, Ladner, Surrey, White Rock, Langley, and Richmond in BC and Blaine, Point Roberts, and the Drayton Harbour watershed in Washington State. Learn about nature in Boundary Bay, including where and when to go and what to see. Find out about bird migration on the Pacific flyway, life in the intertidal zone, nocturnal creatures, local nature destinations and much more. $25.95 8 EE209—Teaching Green: The Elementary Years—Hands-on Learning in Grades K–5 by Tim Grant and Gail Littlejohn (editors), 256 p. ©2005.This book contains over 50 of the best teaching strate­gies and activities contributed to Green Teacher (the non-profit magazine) during the past decade. Almost all were updated and re­vised for this special 2005 anthology covering a wide spectrum of environmental topics and present­ing a large diversity of practical projects and learning strategies. While the book focuses on helping kids develop a strong connection with the natural world, there are many articles that focus on the social and global aspects of our environment. Milton McLaren, Professor Emeritus of Simon Fraser University writes, The Elemen­tary Years…is a wonderful resource for teachers concerned with educating students about the place of humans in nature and our responsibilities to the planet and to each other. $25.95 9 EE210—Teaching Green: The Middle Years—Hands-on Learning in Grades 6–8 by Tim Grant and Gail Littlejohn (editors), 256 p. ©2004. This book serves as a com­plete “green” teaching resource for those working with middle school-aged youth. Readers will find a wealth of kid-tested ideas contri­buted by educators from across North America and covering a wide spectrum of environmental topics, from biodiver­sity to resource consumption to green technology. The activities include practical projects, new learning and teaching strategies that engage adolescents in learning the fundamen­tals of citizenship for the 21st century. Other articles and activities provide opportunities for young people to develop and reflect on their values. $25.95 10 LA 2015—Globalizing Connections: Canada and the Developing World, Roland Case, Editor, 139 p. ©2008. This Critical Challenges resource book provides a framework for analyzing the historical roots, contemporary challenges and Canadian responses to globalization in eight areas of human interaction. Includes de­tailed teaching activities to intro­duce middle and senior school students to the idea of globalization and to help them analyze the global dynamics of various economic, politi­cal, environmental and social pheno­mena. Includes teacher instructions, student activity sheets, assessment rubrics, and detailed briefing sheets on the historical and contemporary development of five phenomena: catastrophic diseases, water use, food supply, human migration, and communication. Grades 7–12. $36.95 More curriculum resources and information are available at www.bcalmer.ca. To order the above lesson aids, enclose a cheque payable to the BCTF or authorized PO to BCTF Lesson Aids Service, 100-550 West 6th Avenue, Vancouver, BC V5Z 4P2 or call 604-871-2180, toll free 1-800-663-9163, ext. 2180, with a Visa or Master­card. GST, postage/ hand­ling are included in prices. Orders sent by return mail. Lesson Aids office and display room hours: 9–5 p.m. Mon. to Fri. from Sept. to June; 9–5. Tues. to Fri. during July and Aug.; 9–12 on Sat. during Sept., Oct., Jan., and Feb. bctf.ca/LessonAids. Lesson aid contest Enter to win a $50 Lesson Aids gift certificate by joining the new public e-mail list—Lesson Aids Service Alert at bctf.ca/cgi-bin/mailinglistssub.pl, on the BCTF website. This list will get you connected to all the latest buzz about new lesson aids, services offered, contests, and lesson aids specials. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "#FunFriday Fact: #BC has the highest small business employment in Canada. October is Small Business Month! Check out: http://t.co/20bcLmlvFP" @bcliberals - 03:55pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/CTVNews/status/519132026184933378,CTV News on Twitter: "U.S. Supreme Court rejects appeal of teacher fired for promoting creationism http://t.co/qJIqyduA4r" টুইটার অনুসন্ধান অনুসন্ধান টুইটার খুঁজুন সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ ভাষা : বাংলা. हिन्दी Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন টুইটার-এ নতুন ? আজই যোগদান করুন » সাইন ইন করুন ফোন, ইমেল বা ব্যবহারকারীর নাম পাসওয়ার্ড সাইন ইন আমাকে মনে রাখুন পাসওয়ার্ড ভুলে গেছেন? ইতিমধ্যে আপনি কি টেক্সট বার্তার মাধ্যমে টুইটার ব্যবহার করছেন? অনুসরণ অনুসরণ করা কর্মসমূহ:অনুসরণ না করা অবরুদ্ধ অবরোধ মুক্ত মুলতুবি বাতিল CTV Newsযাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট ‏ @CTVNews ৮ ঘন্টা U.S. Supreme Court rejects appeal of teacher fired for promoting creationism http://ow.ly/Ckrbz  প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট পুনঃটুইটগুলি ৩ প্রিয় ৩ ৭:২৮ পূর্বাহ্ণ - ৬ অক্টোবর, ২০১৪ Bernadette Dixon ‏ @shar6834 ৮ ঘন্টা @CTVNews The sooner public schools leave religion out of the picture the better. সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট CTV News থেকে কোন আপডেট মিস্ করবেন না © 2014 টুইটার সম্বন্ধে সহায়তা বিজ্ঞপ্তি তথ্য বন্ধ মিডিয়াটিকে চিহ্নিত করুন এটি ইতিমধ্যে সংবেদনশীল কন্টেন্ট ধারণকারী হিসাবে চিহ্নিত হয়েছে। পতাকা তুলুন এটি সম্ভাব্যরূপে অবৈধ বিষয়বস্তুর ধারণকারী হিসেবে। সমর্পণ করা বাতিল মিডিয়াকে চিহ্নিত করা সম্পর্কে আরো জানুন খারিজ বন্ধ পূর্ববর্তী পরবর্তী বন্ধ একজন ব্যক্তির প্রোফাইলে যান সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ বন্ধ আপনার অনুসরণকারীদের এই পুনঃটুইটটি পাঠাবেন? বাতিল পুনঃটুইট বন্ধ আপনি কি নিশ্চিত যে এই টুইট মুছে দিতে চান? বাতিল মুছে ফেলুন বন্ধ রোধ করন বাতিল রোধ করন আপনার টুইটসমুহে একটি অবস্থান যুক্ত করুন যখন একটি অবস্থানের সঙ্গে আপনার টুইট করেন, টুইটার সেই অবস্থান সংরক্ষণ করে। প্রত্যেক টুইটের আগে আপনি আপনার অবস্থান চালু / বন্ধ করতে পারেন, এবং যে কোনও সময় আপনি আপনার অবস্থানের ইতিহাস মুছে ফেলতে পারেন। আরো জানুন অবস্থান চালু করুন এখন নয় স্থান বন্ধ করুন বন্ধ প্রোফাইল সারসংক্ষেপ বন্ধ আপনার তালিকাসমূহ বন্ধ একটি নতুন তালিকা তৈরি করুন নাম তালিকা বিবরণ 100 অক্ষরের কম, ঐচ্ছিক তালিকাসমূহ:গোপনীয়তা সাধারণ · যে কেউ এই তালিকা অনুসরণ করতে পারেন ব্যক্তিগত · শুধুমাত্র আপনিই এই তালিকায় প্রবেশ করতে পারবেন তালিকা সংরক্ষণ করুন বন্ধ বন্ধ এই টুইট স্থাপিত কর আপনার নীচের ওয়েবসাইটে কোডটি অনুলিপি দ্বারা এই টুইট যোগ করুন * আরও জানুন হুম, সার্ভারে পৌঁছনোর একটি সমস্যা ছিল। পরে আবার চেষ্টা করবেন? প্রকৃত টুইট অন্তর্ভুক্ত করুন অন্তর্ভুক্ত মিডিয়া প্রাকদর্শন বন্ধ টুইটারে নিবন্ধন করুন টুইটারে নেই? নিবন্ধন করুন, আপনির পছন্দের বিষয়গুলির সাথে যুক্ত হন, এবং তাদের বিষয়ে হালনাগাদ পান। একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন » বন্ধ দুটি উপায় (প্রেরণ এবং গ্রহণ) শর্ট কোড: দেশ কোড গ্রাহকদের জন্য মার্কিন যুক্তরাষ্ট্র 40404 (যে কোন) কানাডা 21212 (যে কোন) যুক্তরাজ্য 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM হাইতি 40404 Digicel, Voila আয়ারল্যান্ড 51210 Vodafone, O2 ভারত 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance ইন্দোনেশিয়া 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » অন্য দেশসমুহের এসএসএস সংক্ষিপ্ত কোড দেখুন বন্ধ নিশ্চিতকরণ)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=10438,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 19, Number 4, January/February 2007 President's message The weekend before we all left for our much-needed winter break, I flew to Mexico City to participate in an international initiative to provide some support to our teaching colleagues in the province of Oaxaca, Mexico. You may have read newspaper articles citing the provocative actions of the province’s governor—actions that have led to many deaths, including the loss of some teachers. All this was prompted by a teacher strike that quickly gained popular momentum and public support. Before long, the broadened teacher strike gave rise to widespread dissent with the actions of the governor, whose very election was challenged as fraudulent. I travelled to Mexico with leaders from Quebec and several Central and South American teacher unions. Our express purpose was to draw public attention to what was going on in Oaxaca and to attempt to convince the Mexican government that it should stop aiding the provincial police in their attacks on teachers and other protestors. When we subsequently travelled to Oaxaca we found the entire province in a state of utter quiet and fear. Another purpose of our visit was to let the federal government know that Mexico is gaining an international "black eye" through the actions of its Oaxaca governor. If there is no resolution to the repression in Oaxaca, I and other Canadian delegates to the Tri-annual Congress of Education International in Berlin this July, intend to take a resolution forward condemning the Mexican government for its inaction. Education International represents 29 million teachers worldwide. Interestingly, these same Oaxaca teachers supported us in October of 2005 when we were out on our "illegal" job action for two weeks. They demonstrated at the Canadian consulate trying to pressure our government to address the needs we had identified in our strike. Local, provincial, national, and international solidarity is a key component of teacher unionism. For more information on Oaxaca, see my article on page 10 of this issue. Jinny Sims Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13660,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 1997 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 10, Number 1, September 1997 Increase in Funding Supported by Nancy Knickerbocker Teachers, trustees, parents, and the public agree that funding for public education must be increased. Almost two-thirds of British Columbians polled last May believe that funding for schools is too low. Among those who have children attending public schools, a whopping 71% believe that current funding is insufficient. In response to this broad-based concern, the BCTF is launching a major campaign to influence Victoria to increase support for our education system. Federation President Kit Krieger told delegates to the summer conference that, instead of reacting to cuts after they have already been made, the new campaign aims to have an effect on the 1998–99 budget now, while it is in the process of being drafted. Stressing that the current level of funding is inadequate to meet students’ needs, Krieger encouraged teachers throughout the province to support the campaign in a variety of constructive ways. “We need to lobby our MLAs with focused, consistent messages,” he said. He encouraged local presidents and interested members to phone or (better still) to meet with their MLAs sometime between September 15th and 19th to discuss the urgent needs in our schools. The Federation’s Education Funding Brief offers useful tips and information to educate legislators about the issue. Offering concrete examples of how insufficient funding has had a negative impact on students in local classrooms can effectively bring the message home, Krieger said. As well, point out that the BCTF public opinion poll clearly shows that a strong majority of British Columbians believe our school system needs an infusion of new dollars. Following the September lobbying efforts, the campaign will be furthered through the Advisory Council of Local Presidents, who will come together in October to work on a letter-writing campaign, and to develop district profiles and needs budgets. Krieger suggested that members write urging a government review of targetted funding. The BCTF advocates that the government maintain the cap now placed on administrative spending, and ensure that instructional funds are targetted for instruction. In addition, the ministry ought to retain targetting for aboriginal and special education. The Federation is also working to build allies among the 125,000 other public employees, and to strengthen our co-operative relations with CUPE. Krieger noted that he was pleased to learn that the B.C. School Trustees Association is similarly convinced that funding is too low, and is planning an advertising campaign to encourage increased support for education. Nancy Knickerbocker is the BCTF’s Media Relations Officer. Quick facts to teach your MLA The BCTF’s latest public opinion survey offers a firm pat on the back for teachers. The excellent quality of the teaching staff was most often cited as the most positive aspect of schools in B.C. 64% of the public believe funding is too low. 71% of parents believe funding is too low. 1,470 more teachers would have to be hired to return to the student/educator levels of 1990–91. 78% believe class-size limits should be maintained. 62% believe businesses are not paying their fair share of education costs through taxes. Cuts in the numbers of librarians and learning assistance teachers have meant a significant loss to schools. Monitoring and accountability measures ought to be introduced to make sure that instructional budgets are not used to pay for administration. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=26364,BCTF News Releases  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources   For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development News Release Archives 2014  2013  2012    2011 2010  2009  2008 2007  2006  Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2012 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  March 16, 2012 96th BCTF Annual General Meeting will craft plan to resist Bill 22  About 700 teachers elected to represent their colleagues across the province will be at the Hyatt Regency Hotel in Vancouver over spring break to help shape the BC Teachers’ Federation’s strategy for resistance to the injustices contained in Bill 22, which passed the BC Legislature March 15.  “BC teachers are determined to keep advocating for improvements for students in terms of class size and composition, and to keep up the fight to regain our bargaining rights that have been stripped away by this government,” said BCTF President Susan Lambert. “This weekend hundreds of dedicated teachers will be engaging in vigorous democratic debate and working together to chart our way forward. It’s part of our shared commitment to maintaining a world-class public education system, universally accessible for all children in BC.”  Please note: While some portions of the meeting will be open to the media, all of the debate relating to Bill 22 and collective bargaining will be conducted in closed sessions.  Saturday, March 17 7:30 p.m.         Report from BCTF President Susan Lambert BC Federation of Labour Jim Sinclair Sunday, March 18 9:00 a.m.         Speech by MLA Jagrup Brar and launch of Bob Rosen Social Justice Award 9:30 a.m.         Closed Session Monday, March 19 9:00 a.m.         Finance report and presentation on environment, social responsibility, and governance 10:30 a.m.       Closed Session 12:30 p.m.       Street demonstration and media availability—Teachers will be leafleting on downtown corners. Susan Lambert will be with colleagues along Georgia Street in front of the Vancouver Art Gallery. 2:00 p.m.        Pensions report, constitution and bylaws, College of Teachers, Canadian Labour Congress/BC Federation of Labour report, etc. Tuesday, March 20 9:00 a.m.         Elections for all positions on BCTF Executive Committee 2:00 p.m.         Keynote speech by Sandra Mathison, University of BC Professor of Measurement, Evaluation and Research Methodology To see a detailed agenda for the AGM, please go to: http://www.bctf.ca/uploadedFiles/Public/NewsAndEvents/AGM/Agenda2012.pdf -  30  - For more information, contact Nancy Knickerbocker, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell). Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/SocialJustice.aspx?id=20912,BCTF > Teachers and Students Making Connections  	BCTF Social Justice  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources   For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Social Justice > Programs and Workshops > International Solidarity Teachers and Students Making Connections 2010 Global Action Week – “Education for All” Campaign Many students and teachers in BC work to make a difference, globally, not just at home. The Global Action Week of April 19 to 25, 2010, provides an opportunity to feature projects that are focused on the international goal of Education for All. The following five stories describe action that leads toward global understanding as well as providing concrete support for education of students in other countries. Pennies for Peace  Take a Stand for Kids  Thinking globally in Prince George  Two rural schools in BC and Ethiopia are sistered  The Victoria-Taiama School Project  Tell your own global connection story Use our online submission form to share your story. School Projects and Youth Programs School Projects Many BC teachers and students have developed international projects through global studies courses or global awareness clubs. Some of these have created websites that tell about their projects. Course outlines and lists of teaching resources are part of a number of these websites. Belmont Secondary Outreach program, Mexico 2005 housebuilding project. Belmont students assisted in the construction of a house in Vicente Guerrero for a family in need -- a young, single Mexican woman and her three children. Their web site describes the scope of the project and how the students prepared for the trip. Johnson Heights Secondary The students at Johnson Heights Secondary in Surrey received an anti-racism award for the Ribbon Simulation Game. Check out the description of how to play the game, including video examples of different aspects. McBride Elementary Annex McBride Annex, an elementary school with just over 60 students, has raised over $2,000 to finish construction on Ufenkenda orphanage in Nkurenkuru, Namibia. This is a small, isolated community located in the “bush” of northern Namibia.  Richmond Secondary A tradition has developed at some Richmond secondary schools of major projects where students engage in a working visit to a project in a developing country. They learn a great deal both at home and abroad, and contribute to a project that has an ongoing impact. Richmond Secondary school projects are described on their Global Perspectives web site. Stelly’s Secondary Stelly’s Secondary in the Saanich district has run a career preparation program to encourage students to consider work in the international development field. Steveston Secondary Steveston Secondary has carried out projects with Casa Guatemala for nearly 20 years. You can find out about the project through student essays and photos. Youth programs Here are some Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) sites dedicated to involving youths in global education. Check Your Head: The Youth Global Education Network is an organization that works with young people to raise awareness of globalization from a social justice perspective. The offer workshops in schools and sponsor youth conferences. Canada World Youth is looking for teachers and administrators interested in partnering with the organization to create unique Global Learner non-formal education programs for students. The Maquila Solidarity Network (MSN) is a Canadian network promoting solidarity with workers producing goods for Nike, Adidas and other things we wear. Their web site includes ideas for action as well as information. The Pembina Institute's Green Learning web site provides environmental education programs and offers programs specifically for teachers. The site includes interactive tools, resources, and activities. The World Food Program has a well produced simulation game on issues related to world food supply and some of the critical questions involved in supplying food aid and resolving a famine crisis. About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7716,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 4, January/February 2005 Web of control by Pat Clarke The neo-conservative agenda promotes privatization as a way to maximize profit and demands "accountability" as assurance that public costs are minimal and opportunities for profit unlimited. (See "Who took my Primary Program?" in this issue.) The neo-con globalization agenda You may not believe the neo-con globalization agenda has much to do with teachers. It does. The goal of the neo-con agenda is simple: maximize corporate profits and minimize costs. That goal is the source of a web of control that is turning teaching from a profession engaged in child-centred learning to an occupation tied to meeting goals and production quotas. Public-sector accountability In the view of the neo-cons, the public sector is a cost and has value only insofar as it can service the corporate sector and help maximize profit. Accountability is the buzzword for ensuring that public services serve the corporate sector. Providing service to the broader public is secondary. School and school-district goal setting For teachers, schools and school districts’ accountability takes shape in endless rounds of goal setting and tinkering with accountability contracts. The so-called contracts are narrow in focus and must be measurable and readily testable. Testing The FSA program and the new graduation program are the B.C. version of accountability testing. Since the accountability contracts are narrowly focussed and are entirely tied to measurable outcomes, the tests also are narrowly focussed. They are big on what can be measured by Scantron and oblivious to aspects of learning such as creativity and critical thinking. Expand resources for purposes of management Accountability regimes, like any bureaucratic system, cost money. But in the neo-con view, money spent on management control is well spent. So here in B.C. we have ever-expanding resources for management schemes, testing, and constant cheerleading for accountability, but we have diminishing resources for libraries, special education, and teaching resources. Expand management’s mandate To expedite the agenda, tighten control, and ensure that the minutiae of the accountability scheme are attended to, managers need a broad mandate. They must be encouraged and assisted in developing and maintaining an array of mechanisms that will keep the accountability gizmos functioning. This means lots of training of administrators in techniques and procedures that assert management control and discourage the professional autonomy of teachers. Teacher supervision and evaluation One of the most important management control devices is supervision and evaluation of teachers. Principals in B.C. are now being encouraged to closely monitor teaching practice in order to ensure that the "goals will be met." Intensify teacher work Assure accountability through paperwork. Control teachers and erode their professional autonomy by giving them lots to do, especially paperwork. IEPs, 1701 forms, constant student reporting, testing, evaluation, and retesting all make teachers work like clerks and allow very little creative engagement in teaching. The neo-con agenda wants it that way. Creative teaching can’t be measured. Isolate teachers from decision making An expanded management mandate, more control over teachers work, and mechanisms such as supervision have the added advantage of isolating teachers from real decision making and allowing even more top-down control of what happens in schools. Teachers don’t have the time. They are too busy with paperwork, assessment, reporting, and so on and on. But if control is the goal, that’s a good thing. Control professional development Accountability is all about results. Never mind what they are about; just get them. Professional development becomes staff development and is concerned only with setting and meeting goals. The professional concerns of teachers about such matters as child-centered learning, developing and modifying curriculum, and using alternative methodologies get no space in the mad dash to gather data, interpret it, set goals, and accomplish the accountability contract. Diminish the value of the professional teacher Isolating teachers from decision making, limiting the scope of their contracts, controlling professional development, and marginalizing teachers’ work through economies of scale have the combined effect of turning teaching into an occupation, not a profession. For the neo-cons, that is good. Professionals are characterized by informed independent decision making and control of their working environment and conditions of work, all of which is dangerous to top-down decisions, externally set outcomes, and overall management control. Develop economies of scale If one of the desired outcomes is controlling costs unrelated to accountability, then economies of scale are crucial. Closing schools or school libraries, laying off special education teachers, and expanding online learning are examples of economies of scale. All of that of course intensifies teachers’ work, isolates them from decision making and one another, and generally enhances the opportunities for tighter control of the system. Limit the scope of collective agreements Limiting the scope of collective agreements is often one of the first strands of the web of control. Since contracts affect working conditions, rates of pay, and other costs, control is vital. But contracts for teachers also apply to professional issues such as teacher autonomy. A web of control can have no space for such a nuisance. Pat Clarke is director of the BCTF’s Professional and Social Issues Division. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12746,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 1999 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 12, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 1999 SFU/BCTF study of violence against teachers by Nancy Knickerbocker A study by Simon Fraser University and the B.C. Teachers’ Federation provides a wealth of new information about the scope, nature, predictors, and impact of violence against public school teachers in British Columbia. The first systematic study of the topic, Violence Against British Columbia Teachers, was written by David Lyon and Kevin Douglas of the Mental Health, Law, and Policy Institute at SFU, in co-operation with BCTF staff researcher Charlie Naylor. “As teachers, we are committed to building safe, non-violent schools,” said BCTF President David Chudnovsky. “This report gives us new information and new impetus for that work. And its message is heartening. We know that if we take action, we can produce tangible, concrete, and measurable reductions in violence.” The study reveals that violence against teachers, broadly defined, is prevalent in B.C. schools. Researchers examined 13 categories of overt and covert violence, ranging from insults, name-calling, and rude or obscene gestures through to stalking, sexual harassment, and physical violence with a weapon. The more serious forms of violence were not nearly as prevalent as the less serious categories. More than 80% of teachers reported having experienced violence at some time in their careers, and half of those surveyed reported having experienced some form of violence in the 1997–98 school year. “The data for this study were collected before the tragic school shootings at Columbine High School in Littleton, and W.R. Myers High School in Taber,” Chudnovsky said. “I think that gives us a more realistic picture of the problem than the one we might have found in the wake of the saturation media coverage of those terrible killings.” Despite a general perception that schools are becoming more violent, the study did not find that teachers perceive there to be an increase. Indeed, some information suggested that violence may be seen by teachers as a somewhat less serious problem than five years ago. “There is no evidence that violence is increasing, despite what may be an increase in general social anxiety about the issue,” Chudnovsky said. The study also revealed factors influencing the risk of violence. Factors associated with an increased risk of being subjected to violence included being male, being a teacher on call, teaching at the middle school or junior high level, teaching at an inner-city or rural school, being located in a lower socio-economic catchment area, and having fewer years of teaching experience. Factors associated with decreased risk of violence included the opposite demographic characteristics (e.g., elementary school level, suburban catchment area) as well as key protective factors that will inform the BCTF’s future work in the area. The study found that violence was lower in schools and districts that had implemented policies and practices such as written student discipline codes, formal record keeping for violent incidents, occupational health and safety committees, and other pro-active measures. “We know these strategies can work, and that is the most important lesson to learn from this study,” Chudnovsky noted. “We believe that this study is a major step toward that goal of creating safe, non-violent schools for all our students and teachers.” BCTF Occupational Health and Safety Officer Lynne Sinclair will be working with the Workers’ Compensation Board to ensure that Bill 14, the new law giving more weight to health and safety regulations, is implemented in school districts throughout the province. “School districts have not, in the past, complied with the regulations as much as they should have,” WCB spokesperson Raymond Roch told The Vancouver Sun. But with the passage of Bill 14, boards must either follow the rules or face stiff fines as high as $70,000. Roberta Ellis, vice-president of the WCB Prevention Division, recently wrote to all school districts telling them to re-examine their practices and take whatever steps are necessary to reduce violence-related injuries and claims. Nancy Knickerbocker is the BCTF’s media relations officer. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11926&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2000 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 13, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 2000 Foundation skills assessment by Anita Chapman In the spring, teachers administered the Foundation Skills Assessment (FSA) test under protest, effectively communicating their professional and ethical concerns regarding the FSA, and setting the stage for more scrutiny and informed discussion of the results this fall. Schools are required by ministry policy to report their FSA results in all years of the accreditation process. However, the BCTF succeeded in getting ministry policy that requires the following statement to be included with FSA results in accreditation reports: “This information provides a snapshot of how our students performed on the most recent Foundation Skills Assessment. However, we do not yet have enough years of data to determine whether performance on FSA is improving, decreasing, or staying about the same in the school.” This ministry policy should help discourage attempts to determine trends with insufficient data. The 1999 and 2000 FSA results cannot be compared at the provincial, district, or school level because the tests differed in significant ways: lack of school results in 1999 no written response items for reading comprehension at Grades 7 and 10 in 1999 no writing assessment at Grades 7 and 10 in 1999 additional testing time in 2000 new scoring rubric for numeracy in 2000. Individual student results must go to parents, but the timing and method are open to district choice. There is no greater obligation to send home FSA results than to send home report cards. That is, there is no reason to mail the FSA results when report cards are normally sent home with students. The ministry has suggested that teachers might distribute the results to parents at the first regularly scheduled parent-teacher-student interview of the year, or if the results are not available in time, at a subsequent regularly scheduled interview. Alternatively, schools might have a meeting for parents interested in hearing about the tests and getting their children’s results. A ministry leaflet for teachers, “Communicating Individual Student’s FSA Results,” makes distributing the results seem onerous and time-consuming. The BCTF offers more practical advice for members on dealing with individual student results. The tests were quite limited in scope: one piece of first draft writing, comprehension questions only in reading, and only word problems on some aspects of numeracy. Even at this early point in the school year, teachers have better, more detailed, information from regular classroom assessments to share with parents. Individual student results will be represented by a bar on a graph labelled “Not Yet Within Expectations,” “Meets Expectations,” and “Exceeds Expectations.” There will be no percentages, raw scores, or numbers of any kind. The bar will be quite wide in order to graphically capture the confidence level associated with this test. The bar will therefore sometimes fall across two categories. Many parents will find this lack of precision in the individual student results unsatisfactory. However, it accurately reflects the lack of precision on a one-shot large-scale assessment. Many students’ results will be similar to their general classroom performance. Other students will have done less well on the FSA test than they generally do in class because of the stresses of writing the test, the unfamiliar format (e.g., multiple choice), the limited time allowed, the narrow format of the test (e.g., only word problems in numeracy), and the lack of opportunity to refine their work (e.g., first draft writing). For example, we know from previous ministry PLAP data that students’ classroom writing scores average a scale point higher than their writing on a provincial assessment. One group of students deserves special mention. The ministry allowed very few students to be exempted from writing the tests. Many ESL students and students in certain special needs categories who are not receiving instruction in grade-level curricula had to write the provincial tests based on that grade-level curricula. Those students have generally been tested at the school or district level and shown to be incapable of handling material at grade level; the students and parents have received that information. For the province to then test them on the curriculum they were exempted from and tell them once again that they are not yet within the expectation of the grade is unnecessarily cruel. Teachers will want to exercise special sensitivity when dealing with such situations.)
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(20141006,globalnews.ca,http://globalnews.ca/tag/retail-wars/feed/,retail wars | News, Videos & Articles Your Region: National BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg On TV: News Hour Sections National National sections Locals Local sections Watch Watch sections Search Canada Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released Sections Health Money Consumer Tech Entertainment Environment Science Lifestyle Sports Featured Canada World Politics Investigations Canada Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released Your Region National Change BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Health Money Consumer Tech Entertainment Environment Science Lifestyle Sports Jump to a Region National BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Man trying to reach Bermuda in inflatable bubble rescued by Coast Guard Schedule NowNews Hour 6:30pmGlobal National More Programs Global National The West Block 16x9 The Morning Show More Personalities Dawna Friesen Carolyn Jarvis Liza Fromer Tom Clark More News Major snowfall covers N. Manitoba Entertainment ‘Gone Girl’ wins weekend box office News Journalist with Ebola arrives at US hospital Canada Quebecor sells off Sun newspaper chain News Crowdfunded bus debuts in Toronto Entertainment Depardieu reveals past as escort, thief Canada MPs debate motion for airstrikes in Iraq Sports NBA extends television deals for 9 years Trending Maple Syrup Heist Hong Kong protests Iraq crisis Luka Magnotta Ebola outbreak enterovirus D68 Ukraine Retail Wars retail wars Sears Canada October 2, 2014 12:38 pm Sears to sell most of its stake in Canadian unit Sears Holdings Corp. is selling most of its stake in its Canadian unit to raise as much as US$380 million and increase its cash holdings ahead of the crucial holiday shopping season. Continue reading → Canada September 30, 2014 11:34 am Price check: Walmart still cheapest versus Target, Loblaw Target is taking fresh aim at Canadian shoppers this fall, offering better prices to woo them back. We did our own price check on a basket of items. Continue reading →   What is this? Branded content is written by or on behalf of our sponsor and not by Global News' editorial staff. If you'd like to learn more... What is this ? X What is this? Branded content is written by or on behalf of our sponsor and not by Global News' editorial staff. If you'd like to learn more... More stories below Online shopping September 25, 2014 12:05 pm Loblaw gears up for online grocery orders It’s called ‘click and collect’ and it’s a ground-breaking way Canadians will be able to purchase groceries, the country’s biggest food retailer says. Continue reading → Sears Canada September 25, 2014 9:52 am Sears Canada chief quits in midst of turnaround Sears Canada said Thursday it’s severing ties with current chief Doug Campbell just one year after Campbell took over. Continue reading → Canada September 23, 2014 6:35 pm Is a price war erupting between Target and Walmart Canada? Retail sales data released Tuesday suggests big retailers have begun cutting prices in order to win more of your business — or simply keep you coming back. Continue reading → Canada September 19, 2014 3:56 pm Loblaws, a grocery store? Not anymore Supermarkets are one business among many now that the country’s largest food retailer counts on for growth. Continue reading →   What is this? Branded content is written by or on behalf of our sponsor and not by Global News' editorial staff. If you'd like to learn more... What is this ? X What is this? Branded content is written by or on behalf of our sponsor and not by Global News' editorial staff. If you'd like to learn more... coffee wars September 16, 2014 1:51 pm McDonald’s McCafe pushes into grocery aisle as coffee wars heat up In the war for coffee drinkers with single-serve brewers like the Keurig, McDonald’s may have just got the upper hand on Tim Hortons. Continue reading → Retail September 12, 2014 4:00 pm Is Canada wealthy enough for Saks and wave of fellow luxury stores? As the number of high-end retail names entering Canada expands, experts wonder if we have the bench strength of deep-pocketed shoppers to support the boom. Continue reading → More stories below Retail September 12, 2014 8:20 am HBC has no plans to open Saks in Ottawa or Quebec City Retailer Hudson’s Bay said sales jumped more than 85 per cent in the latest quarter, aided significantly by U.S. luxury retailer Saks Inc. Continue reading → Canada September 11, 2014 1:37 pm Dollar stores in expansion mode as more Canadians feel cash pinch With Canadian households facing tighter budgets, ultra low-cost retailers like Dollarama are fanning out across the country. Continue reading → Load More Popular Now Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released 20224 How does Ebola spread? 5 things you need to know 18659 Accused Madeleine McCann Twitter troll found dead 9985 Ebola: 5 reasons why an outbreak is highly unlikely in Canada 7298 UPDATE: What’s the best, cheapest Canadian cellphone plan out there? 5891 Featured Content Canada Ebola: 5 reasons why an outbreak is highly unlikely in Canada What are the chances of an Ebola outbreak taking off in Canada? It isn’t likely, according to experts. And here are a number of reasons why. Continue reading → Environment Are we in the midst of a mass extinction? There have been 5 mass extinctions — the loss of 75 per cent or more of the world’s species — in Earth’s history. Scientists now believe that we are at the early stages of the sixth. Continue reading → Health Lab-grown penises may soon be ‘ready for testing’ on humans Researchers in North Carolina say penises grown in laboratories could “soon be ready for human testing,” offering hope for men who have had traumatic injuries or penile cancer. Continue reading → Canada Meet Rachel Parent — the teen fighting for GMO labelling in Canada Rachel Parent is a 15-year-old activist. Her goal: mandatory labelling in Canada of all genetically modified organisms, or GMOs that are found as ingredients in food. Continue reading → Canada Abandoned puppies on the mend Twenty hungry, cold and flea-infested puppies found in a Saskatchewan field are now being nursed back to health at Battleford’s Humane Society. Continue reading → Science Everything you need to know about Wednesday’s lunar eclipse On Oct. 8, Canada will be treated to its second lunar eclipse of the year. Find out what you can expect. Continue reading → Canada Can homegrown food win the climate change war? Wondering what’s the single most effective way to combat climate change? Plant a garden. Continue reading → Canada 16×9: An investigation into illegal lumber Timber thieves are stealing wood from the Russian Far East, processing it in China and then shipping it to North America, a 16×9 investigation has found. Continue reading → Highlights Hounds of Parliament: As commuting cyclist and budget watchdog, Frechette must make his presence known Frechette draws a line distinguishing his personality as a cyclist and as the parliamentary budget officer. But surely there’s a parallel between the assertive man he is on a bike and in the role of PBO? Continue reading → Email alerts Sign up for FREE daily Globalnews.ca newsletters and breaking news alerts Email Address National Daily News National Breaking News By clicking on the submit button, I have read, understood and agreed to our privacy policy Twitter Follow globalnews 20 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews USA Swimming suspends #MichaelPhelps for 6 months glbn.ca/ClLU9 pic.twitter.com/nqC3dQ3NhL 20 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews Hillary Clinton: military action against ISIS “critical” and “essential” globalnews.ca/news/1600343/w… #cdnpoli 32 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews Boy left in car during church choir practice dies glbn.ca/ClKBB Jump to a Region BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Connect Facebook Twitter Google+ RSS Contact Us Global News About Us Privacy Policy Principles & Practices Terms & Conditions Copyright Shaw Media Advertise Open Data © Shaw Media Inc., 2014. All rights reserved. Follow Follow “Global News” Get every new post delivered to your Inbox. Join 3,820 other followers Powered by WordPress.com Shaw Connect Expand News Entertainment Entertainment Home Celebs Movies TV Music Living Lifestyle Food Home & Living Sports Money Tech Travel Breaktime Autos Watch TV Online All Sites Global Global News Food Network HGTV History Television Showcase Slice DTOUR ET Canada National Geographic Movietime Lifetime H2 DIY Action NG Wild Mystery IFC BBC Deja Vu Twist)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=15646&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2008 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 20, Number 6, April 2008  Garibaldi: Small school, big heart By Gary Dobbin There are many stories of parents and teachers fighting to save their schools—no school is closed without affecting the lives of families. The story of the fight to save Garibaldi Annex is just one of them, but one that involved the whole community and a comprehensive plan on how to make the school viable. Last fall, the Vancouver School Board (VSB) removed Garibaldi Annex from the Educational Facilities Review Process because the senior management felt that enrolment was so low— 41 students—that closing the school to save money was a no-brainer. The cursory process that followed gave no chance for parents or the community to respond. On December 12, 2007, the District Management Team (DMT) presented the board with their recommendation to close the school as of this June, but after listening to the impassioned words of parents, the board gave the community three months to come up with a viable proposal. The community responded with unprecedented energy, collaboration, and good sense. Working with the support of Frog Hollow Neighbourhood House, PAC members and community residents conducted a survey of local families, held four community meetings, formed a Garibaldi Action Committee, and gave a chance for all to suggest ideas for keeping the school open and financially viable. The result is an innovative, comprehensive, and financially sustainable model that not only complies with all of the most recent VSB mission and values statements—including the ECD Memorandum of Understanding—but would actually be the first time that ECD, childcare, and distributed learning (a hybrid home-learning model in which kids come for classes two days a week) have been integrated in a Vancouver school. The model is unified by a theme of Arts, Culture, and Sustainable Community and by attracting new children from outside the VSB, which will generate new funding from the Ministry of Education. The VSB met on the evening of April 21 to look at the proposal. The Garibaldi community had over 80 families (including about 15 children) at the meeting wearing Garibaldi t-shirts and holding signs and teddy bears. All trustees agreed with the VSB Review Committee Report that the educational criteria had been more than met by the proposal, as had the criteria regarding appropriate use of additional space (by the proposed Reggio Daycare). The only question was the financial sustainability of the model. The decision will be made at the VSB open meeting on May 5 at the VSB offices. Gary Dobbin is the executive director, Frog Hollow Neighbourhood House.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=10206&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 6, May/June 2003 One small step away from retiring? by Sheila Gair Those numbers adding up to "90" have been a beacon for years. You have done so many budgets, calculated what you need to live on and have managed to fit three or four retirement seminars into your busy schedule over the past four years. You’ve perused every money-management column in the business section of the newspaper, and you’ve even taken a book or two out of the library on "Europe for $10 a day" or "winterizing your summer cottage‚ or even "how to start a home-based business." If you’ve been smart, you’ve had a one-on-one conference with the pension gurus who advertise in Teacher, and from now on, you’re counting the weeks and days to retirement. The local teachers have feted you and handed over a set of luggage and wished you good luck‚ with envious grins. You’ve attended the local school board beano, where a trustee who has never met you and cannot pronounce your name has handed you a watch with your name and service record engraved on the back. You have covered all the bases, and bliss lies ahead. A regular pension cheque will be deposited in your account each month, and there’s nothing else to concern you. "But just a minute," a little voice whispers. "Isn’t there a retired teachers’ association?" You bet there is, and for the princely sum of $35 per year, you have an executive working their hearts out for you and an office staff, whose salaries you pay with your dues, ready, willing, and able to answer any question related to your pension and benefits by phone, fax, or e-mail. A toll-free line is available for those outside the Lower Mainland. Four times a year, the Retired Teachers’ Bulletin will arrive on your doorstep, with the latest news regarding money, benefits, premiums, and extended health--tips on health, exercise, holiday trips and tours, articles on travel and adventure, announcements about reunions, and a bulletin board looking for volunteers in all fields. If your pension isn’t going as far as you had hoped and you feel you need some assistance, call the BCRTA office. Wanting to travel outside the province? Our Medoc package will take care of that for you. Medoc, which will give you a competitive quote when your house insurance comes due, is looking into long-term care and life insurance. Questions about the dental plan and extended health? Call the office. Need advice for writing your will, choosing an executor, the Adult Guardianship Act, the Representation Agreement Resource Centre, or a checklist for what to do when a death occurs in the family? Do you have a personal inventory? All of those publications can be mailed to you if you call in and request them. If you need assistance in applying for the Canada Pension Plan or health forms for claims, call and ask. We have a web site you can access to share news and views or to look for people you have taught with over the years. If you wish to join your own local branch, you must join the BCRTA first. The charge for branch membership varies, but $10 per year is the maximum. The amount can come off your September pension cheque each year, or you can write your own cheque. However you look at it, you are certainly getting your money’s worth with that payment, at a time when you look carefully at expenditures. The directors meet five or six times a year and look after your interests. With almost 11,000 current members, the BCRTA is a powerful voice, and linked with CART and with COSCO, it has province-wide clout. When all of the dust has settled and Labour Day has come around with no alarm clock to wake you, turn over, snuggle down for a few extra minutes, and feel comfortable knowing that your retired colleagues in the profession will be there for you when you need us. Please join us. Sheila Gair is second vice-president of the BCRTA.)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/06/will-ndp-be-better-for-teachers.html,Staffroom Confidential: Will the NDP be better for teachers? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Thursday, June 28, 2012 Will the NDP be better for teachers? Much of the commentary about the tentative agreement suggests that teachers will do better negotiating with an NDP government. I'm not so sure about that. While I think it would be hard to do worse than the current government, the NDP is, from what I can tell, pretty much refusing to say what their education policy would be. Here is my attempt to get some answers. Neither Robin Austin nor Adrian Dix have responded to me: Questions regarding education policy Tara Ehrcke <tara@gvta.net> Tue, Jun 5, 2012 at 2:57 PM To: Robin.Austin.MLA@leg.bc.ca Cc: adrian.dix.mla@leg.bc.ca Hello again Robin, I sent you these question several weeks ago. Were you planning on responding to me? Thank you, Tara ---------- Forwarded message ---------- From: Tara Ehrcke <tara@gvta.net> Date: Sat, May 12, 2012 at 7:34 AM Subject: Questions regarding education policy To: Robin.Austin.MLA@leg.bc.ca Hi Robin, I was forwarded recently your comments in response to teachers worried about Bill 22. I have a couple of specific questions which your response seems to carefully avoid: 1. Is the NDP committed to restoring the $330 million per year to the education budget to restore class size/composition levels to what they were in 2001 and to negotiate how that funding would apply with the BCTF? 2. Will the NDP repeal any concessions that may occur as a result of an imposed settlement further to the Bill 22 sham mediation process? 3. Will the NDP agree to fair and neutral mediation/arbitration in the event an NDP government finds itself in an impasse in teacher bargaining? 4. Will the NDP refrain from passing back to work legislation which denies workers their constitutional rights? I hope you can answer these in a straightforward manner so that I can share this information with teachers in Victoria. Regards, Tara Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 2:59 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 2 comments: Ian WenigerJune 30, 2012 at 7:59 AM I will pass these on to my MLA, Jenny Kwan, and if everyone did so, we'd get somewhere.ReplyDelete Health&SafetyJuly 9, 2012 at 12:43 PM The NDP are just soft free market politicians. Rather like the old Red Tories, who wish to ameliorate the nasty aspects of capitalism, they will only confront the politicians who defend the corporate agenda and not the offenders themselves. We have construct the narrative and take the fight to them. Let's make the politicians work for our interests for a change. A new book by Bill Fletcher jr called They're Bankrupting Us and 20 other myths about unions is worth reading.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ▼  June (9) Will the NDP be better for teachers? More reasons for a "no" vote Attn: BCTF - Why I will be voting no School choice and special needs Why did Scott Walker win? Personalized learning, choice, and democracy Solidarity with Quebec students Why seniority matters Is "no zeros" just gaming the stats? ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7816,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 2, October 2004 You and your teacher-librarian by Lynn Turner Are you looking for new ways to interest your students in reading? Would you like some unique resources for your classroom? Do you want to include research or enrichment in the curriculum? Are you looking for a different way of presenting information? Your teacher-librarian can help. Teacher-librarians are aware of the importance of free voluntary—recreational—reading and its role in the development of reading skills from Kindergarten through Grade 12. To that end, teacher-librarians can help students with their choice of library books--with appropriate reading levels, with favourite genres or authors, or perhaps with bibliotherapy. Your teacher-librarian is your partner in promoting reading at all grade levels. While you are working on an individual basis with students, the teacher-librarian’s approach encompasses groups, classes, and frequently the entire school. Throughout the school year, teacher-librarians engage in a variety of activities, all with the goal of promoting reading, of encouraging students to become aware of and interested in books. From the most basic of promotions, such as bulletin boards and new book displays, to organization and implementation of long-term reading programs, teacher-librarians are constantly encouraging reading. Through story reading, storytelling, book talks, and book fairs, they present quality literature to the students. Are you planning a thematic or curricular unit? Do you need posters, pictures, maps, or charts for your classroom to help with that unit? Ask your teacher-librarian, as most school libraries have a poster file that is available to teachers as well as to students. The development of a quality collection is another aspect of a teacher-librarian’s role. That involves the selection of literature to promote recreational reading, the addition of resources in a variety of media to support the curriculum, and the elimination of outdated information and seldom-used materials. Declining budgets and increasing costs of resources make developing a quality collection a very challenging task. Your teacher-librarian works co-operatively with classroom teachers to plan, teach, and evaluate units of study. The units might be organized around a central theme or might arise directly from a curricular topic. Co-operative planning and teaching, a central focus for teacher-librarians, involves several main steps. Planning During planning, the teacher-librarian and the classroom teacher meet to determine the topic to be studied, the learning objectives to be addressed, the procedure for the unit, responsibilities of the teacher and of the teacher-librarian before and during the presentation of the unit, the form of the final product, and evaluation. Planning meetings are not always lengthy or formal; many take place over lunch in the staffroom. Gathering resources The teacher-librarian ensures that there are enough resources in a variety of media and at a variety of reading levels for the group or class participating in the unit of study. Teaching or presenting the unit This is a team-teaching effort, with both the classroom teacher and the teacher-librarian assisting students with the unit of study. The classroom teacher will be oriented toward the subject material, and the teacher-librarian will be assisting students with the research process. Evaluating Both members of the teaching team can and should be involved in evaluating the research process and the final product. Teacher-librarians are specialists in information literacy, usually referred to as the research process. This involves training students to access relevant resources, to evaluate the selected resources, to take notes from all types of media, to organize information into a logical sequence and present it in the student’s own words, and to cite sources of information and write bibliographies. As school libraries become more computerized, and as the Internet becomes an increasingly important resource for research, teacher-librarians—exemplifying lifelong learning—have developed technology skills. In many schools, it is the teacher-librarian who is the computer expert. In addition to the roles they fulfill in school, teacher-librarians provide leadership roles in education. Many have served on district and ministry committees. Some have been responsible for the development of curriculum, either at the local or at the provincial level. And many have made presentations to parents, to teaching colleagues, to administrators, and to student teachers. In a number of districts in British Columbia, staffing of school libraries has been drastically reduced over the past few years. The cuts have made it difficult for teacher-librarians to do the job to the standard they would like. Nevertheless, they have worked through the challenges to try to accommodate staff and students. If you would like more information about the roles of a teacher-librarian, or about the ways in which you and your teacher-librarian can work together to enhance students’ learning and perhaps make your job a little easier, speak with the teacher-librarian in your school. The B.C. Teacher-Librarians’ Association can also assist with any requests. Lynn Turner is a teacher-librarian at Thornhill Junior Secondary School, Terrace. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Touring a natural gas drilling rig with @MLA Mike Bernier, and Brian from EnCana http://t.co/AifdJ4H07b" @Teresa_Wat - 06:01pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11040,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2002 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 14, Number 6, April 2002  Readers write Appalled by government I am appalled by the way this private-enterprise government chose to settle the contract talks between teachers and their employers. I cannot remember contract talks’ being resolved in this manner. Oh for the days after a bargaining process, at district level, our contract talks went before a mediator. If the parties could not resolve their differences then there was the arbitration route. I have been retired from our noble profession for 10 years and am becoming increasingly glad that I am no longer actively involved in this disgusting situation. I have been a staunch supporter of teachers’ unions both here in B.C. and previously in the U.K. I have participated in union affairs as president and bargaining and learning conditions chair of the Terrace District Teachers’ Union. I therefore appreciate the hard work that was put into the present discussions and feel the anguish that my colleagues are experiencing. Hopefully action against this government will continue and they will eventually see the folly of their ways. Ken Morton White Rock Time to protest Last spring, Gordon Campbell and his running mates in the Liberal Party of B.C. were voted into power with 77 out of 79 seats in the B.C. Legislature. Campbell’s Liberals promised to get B.C. back on track financially. They promised to downsize government bureaucracy and red tape, making B.C. a much better place in which to live and do business. They said health and education would not be cut because of their importance to the people of this province. On January 17, 2002, Black Thursday, the government announced that 30% of the government public service is to be cut. Thousands of people will be laid off in the coming months and years because their jobs are seen as redundant. The impact of the cuts will be felt by hundreds of thousands of people in this province. These past months have been an amazing time of turmoil in the province of B.C. As well as cutting public jobs, this government has made education an "essential service." On January 25, 2002, Gordon Campbell’s government brought down Bills 27, 28, and 29, which affected public education, post-secondary education, and health and social services. Do the citizens of B.C. really understand that these draconian laws affect not just educators, healthcare workers, and public-sector workers? The laws assault every single citizen in B.C.—newborn babies, small children, youth, elderly, working people, small businesses, and communities as a whole. The laws are laws of social injustice. They have the worst effects on the most disadvantaged people of our society—people who have little or no opportunity or ability to protest, people who require the help of others to advocate for them. Our educational services, health services, social services, and judiciary services, to name a few, have been slashed. Thousands of people have been put out of work. All this in the name of making the ministries better able to deliver a more efficient and better quality of care to the public. Each act has been driven by an arrogant and malevolent despot who puts power and the aims of big business before the public good. Each of us, as citizens of the province of B.C., must stand up and be counted. We cannot expect the fight only to be government vs unions. It is not. To preserve our quality of life, we must exercise our democratic right to protest—en masse—an entire province united against the dictatorship of Gordon Campbell. Lynda Bird Fernie Activist Fuller leaves his mark Frank Fuller, BCTF and labour activist, died February 14, 2002, in Sechelt, at the age of 84. His life journey began in near poverty in Fort Worth, Texas in 1917 and ended in Sechelt, B.C. The journey took him from Dallas Public Library to activism in the BCTF and the joy of teaching. Frank Fuller served as president of the BCTF Labour History Association, and together with other teachers, he brought labour history into B.C. classrooms for the first time. He was a strong critic of what he called the "conspiracy of silence" surrounding the history and contributions of working people in British Columbia society. Frank also worked with the Sechelt people to develop a curriculum based on their history and culture. Al Cornes BCTF assistant executive director Shocked by Liberal presence I attended a conference hosted by the Law Courts Education Society of B.C. and the B.C. Social Studies Teachers’ Association, a BCTF provincial specialist association. I was shocked, insulted, and angry when the keynote address was given by Geoff Plant, attorney general and Liberal MLA. The Liberal Government has acted in an undemocratic and malicious way toward the teachers of B.C., and I am outraged at the fact that the Law Courts Education Society is attempting to win the favour of the Liberals at a time when the future of B.C.’s education is at stake. I am further angered by the fact that the BCSSTA condoned having Geoff Plant as the keynote speaker. This is an affront to actions taken by British Columbia’s teachers and the BCTF. I have withdrawn my extra-curricular activities, activities that I enjoy and look forward to each year, to protest the Liberal’s actions. To sit in a teachers’ conference where a Liberal MLA is given the opportunity to spread his party’s propaganda and attempt to justify future cuts to programs leaves me feeling betrayed by both the Law Courts Education Society and the BCSSTA. I will not make use of the services provided by the Law Courts Education Society and will not renew my membership in the BCSSTA in protest. The Law Courts Education Society has attempted to win the favour of the Liberal Party in an effort to maintain funding; this is a political game that they should not be playing. Though they feel the Law Courts Education Society cannot exist without the government’s support, they have either forgotten or taken for granted the support they need from teachers. Jefferson Dunton Abbotsford Thailand penpals The Grade 6, 7, 8, and 9 students of English teacher Mrs. Ratree Choothuad, Ban Khlongsra Comprehensive School, Thailand, are eager to meet pen pals in Canada, specifically B.C. The village school is an hour’s drive from the city of Ban Don (which is indicated as Surat Thani, on maps). If you are interested, please contact Mrs. Ratree Choothuad, 79 Moo 3, Ban Khlongsra, Kanchanadit District, Surat Thani Province, 84160, Thailand. John Wheelock Duncan Teaching in China A group of B.C. teachers (Victoria, I think) taught English as a second language to children at a summer camp in Xiangshang, China, during July and August 2001. Some Alberta teachers are interested in doing the same this summer, but they have no idea who to contact. If anyone knows about that expedition, please e-mail us at papiphant@yahoo.com. Irene Gagné Edmonton Liberalism 101 I am not interested in politics. I am interested in teaching, and I have been from an early age. When I started school, it was the most invigorating and exciting experience I had ever known. Even though three grades shared one room at Ioco Elementary School, class sizes were about 20. At school, I was enlightened and empowered to be anything I wanted. After just a few years, I knew what that was. I wanted to teach. For years, I loved my job. I lived my job. I spent as much time coaching as I did teaching. It was grueling, time-consuming, and oh so rewarding. Gradually my job changed. Even though I was more experienced, efficient, and realistic, work demands and expectations grew. I had less and less time for my life outside school. I resented that dilemma, so I chose to give up coaching. I won’t go into the specifics of how my job as a classroom teacher has become more onerous, but suffice to say that it has. When I try to reconcile the rationale of our Liberal government, I’m tormented. What wide-eyed, bright, young educator will knowingly dedicate his/her best years to this profession now? At a recent union meeting, I was faced with the realization that, like it or not, I am immersed in a political battle. We spent close to an hour debating whether or not to support a student-run spring carnival. During the debate, I felt my first political epiphany. Our normally genial staff was divided, heated, and shamefully reduced to name-calling and callous insinuations. The Liberal agenda was never so concretely clear to me. Divide teachers. Pit one against the other. It’s no longer an issue of us against them. It’s much more effective to pit us against us. Gail McAuliffe Port Coquitlam Secret ballots needed at AGM President David Chudnovsky inadvertently pointed out the need for a secret ballot while delegates were voting for BCTF Executive members at this March AGM. As voting was proceeding, he went to the microphone and asked the chairperson to remind members to vote on the correct ballot. He had noticed some delegates voting on the wrong ballot sheet. That action shows how our current balloting process is not secret, but is indeed open. We are suggesting changes to make these votes truly secret. Currently, voting for executive members at the AGM is a semi-public process. As a delegate, you have a long, narrow bubble sheet ballot with the names of the candidates for all positions pre-printed on it. To vote, you fill in the appropriate number of names while sitting at your table. You then place your ballot into an open box that is carried around the table by a scrutineer. To have a secret ballot, you have to leave your seat and find a quiet area in which to vote or hunch protectively over your ballot, making fake colouring motions so no one will be certain exactly which candidates’ names you selected. Then, you have to figure out how to get your vote into the open ballot box without anyone being able to see. Folding the ballot is unacceptable to the counting machine, so ballots, even those placed upside down, in the open box are not truly secret. Given the highly charged nature of BCTF politics, and the closeness of the votes in the last few years, the BCTF must make voting for Executive Committee members a truly secret process. In the interest of improving the process for all members, we recommend the following process based on secret-ballot procedures in other political venues. Delegates vote in simple voting booths around the perimeter of the room. Delegates then place their ballots in closed boxes after voting. There is a definite timeline for voting to take place, and the ballot boxes are immediately sealed and removed to another room for ballot counting when the time is up. Each candidate can have one representative in the counting room to monitor the balloting process. Following the count, spoiled ballots should be examined for voter intent. If it is obvious what the voter meant, then that ballot should count, even if the machine does not accept the ballot. As CCTA delegates to the AGM, we will be supporting a motion to the RA and other appropriate bodies to review the current AGM voting process and to make recommendations to ensure accuracy and fairness. Margaret Gardiner, Garth Holmes (LR), Lorne Landry (LR), Ken Lucks, Shawn Nelson, Dyane Willis, Sheila Wyse Cariboo-Chilcotin Teachers’ Association delegates to the AGM In memory Stirling McDowell, former CTF general secretary, and one of Saskatchewan’s most influential educators died in January at age 70, after a three-year struggle with non-Hodgkins lymphoma. In 1957, he joined the staff of the Saskatchewan Teachers’ Federation, serving for 25 years, the last 15 as general secretary. In 1982, McDowell was appointed the general-secretary of the CTF, where he worked with teachers’ associations throughout Canada and the world. In 1993, he served as a Canadian delegate to the founding convention in Stockholm of Education International, a world-wide organization for teachers from 150 countries. Al Cornes BCTF Assistant Executive Director Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=22926,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 23, Number 6, April 2011   Ten million $ cuts in Burnaby alone By James Sanyshyn  On a cold winter’s night on February 2, 2011, concerned Burnaby citizens and school district employees gathered at the Schou Education Centre for a public town hall meeting on public education funding in Burnaby and throughout BC. The 60 or so audience members listened attentively to the Burnaby Teachers’ Association and CUPE Local 379’s panelists. Glen Hansman, 2nd vice-president of the BC Teachers’ Federation opened with some poignant remarks. The concept of “inflation” is not included in the minister’s claim of “highest funding ever.” “Highest needs ever” mitigates “highest funding ever.” Hansman shared a statistic from a survey of 1,000 teachers in BC—80% feel the government is heading done the wrong track on education policy. Larry Hayes, the new chair of the Board of Trustees in Burnaby spoke of the difficult decisions that trustees have had to make in the last number of years. Ten million dollars worth of cuts have been imposed on the Burnaby Board of Education, which has a relatively stable enrolment pattern. The district serves 100 language groups including substantial refugee populations. Hayes stated that the district is “just trying to stay afloat and can’t address class-size and composition issues with status quo funding.” Iglika Ivanova, economist with the Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives, named the white elephant in the room—tax cuts over the past decade. Education spending has fallen from 3.4% of gross domestic product (GDP) in 2001–02 to 2.9% in 2010–11. Does 0.4% sound like a small percentage cut to you? It did to me, until Ivanova explained that $800 million less per year are being given to the education system in BC. Billions of dollars have been diverted into our pockets and away from students and schools. She asked which of us were richer as a result of tax cuts? Not a single hand went up. As revenues are reduced, user fees are introduced to make up shortfalls, meaning no substantial savings to the average worker, with fewer public services to show for it. Yet, the top wage earners continue to make more and more money. Ivanova challenged all of us in attendance to stop the anti-tax rhetoric and to embrace a fair tax commission for all citizens to set priorities and give direction to government on what we see as fair return for our contributions, while protecting our common public services. John Malcolmson, from CUPE’s National Ottawa office was the fourth presenter of the evening. The inherent structural shortfalls mean that boards are forced into crisis management oriented cuts, he reminded us, and that downloaded costs, such as salary and benefit increases promised by government, BCeSIS, the carbon tax, etc., continue to eat into local school board budgets each year. The chairperson (Lesley Ziegler of BTA’s Political Action/Public Relations Committee) accepted questions from the audience. A question for Hayes arose around public school trustees rallying together to raise the underfunding issue with the government. His response: this has been the case for several years now, with 95% of trustees sharing an understanding on the underfunding issue. The difference is the vocal nature of some local trustees over others, and whether the minister’s interference (as in Vancouver) is meant to be a deterrent for speaking out. Issues of school cleanliness were raised. Malcolmson and Hayes expressed concerns about the spread of communicable diseases and the development of mould. When asked if more educational assistants would help, Malcolmson suggested making current employees full-time would provide better service to our children with special needs in BC because the vast majority of employees are working part-time hours. Overall, the consensus at the town hall meeting was that “highest funding ever” is a slight-of-hand, a card trick meant to obfuscate and mislead the public. The real solution is to match funding to meet the “highest needs ever.” Let’s hope the next premier cares enough to do so. James Sanyshyn is vice-president, Burnaby Teachers’ Association.  Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8286,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, No. 1, September 2004 Ten new BCTF lesson aids 1 LA 2579 Canada: Who Are We and Where Are We Going? by Tony Carrigan, 290 p. This comprehensive resource and activity book is about immigration, multiculturalism, and the Canadian identity, all three are intertwined. The book includes nine chapters with over 100 related activities for students in Grades 4 to secondary on the following topics: The Immigration Story, The Immigrant’s Progress, What is Culture?, Cultural Commonalities, Spiritual Celebrations, Does Canada Have a Culture?, Multiculturalism in Canada, What is Racism and Responding to Racism. Also included is an afterword, end notes, and an appendix on supporting second language learners. Grades 4+ $25.95 2 LA 8098 How To Do Plays with Children produced by Evan-Moor, 289 p. This "how to" resource book provides teachers the opportunity to incorporate a play into many areas of the curriculum. Features include scripts, programs and invitations, costuming and scenery suggestions, and planning and organizing tips. Simple instructions for younger students, reproducible headbands for acting out 10 favorite stories, four rhyming plays with scripts, take-home scripts for individual parts, and reproducible masks. For older students three plays--Things Could Always Be Worse, The Magic Pasta Pot and The Shoemaker and the Elves--includes scenery, props and customing directions, script, a program, and five readers theater selections, including Cave Pet and The Giant Rutabaga. Published in the USA and may contain some US-based standards. Grades 1–6. $28.95 3 LA 9661 Art Making Materials: A Treasury of Recipes and Tips produced by the B.C. Art Teachers’ Assn., 55 p. This book focuses on the materials with which art is created. The "Materials, Technologies and Process" is one of the four content areas of all B.C. art curricula, IRPs. This resource book provides recipes and tips that are helpful to teachers when commercial materials are not available and special affects can be achieved through some of the unique applications suggested in this book. Grades K–12. $12.95 4 LA 9201 Canadian Social History: Songs and Stories of Canada by John Bartlett and Rika Ruebsaat, 480-min. CD (MP3 and PDF). This CD includes a series of 16 half-hour audio presentations (in select and play MP3 format) with songs, drama, stories, and sound effects. The presentations are grouped around occupational themes (logging, mining, fishing, transportation, homesteading), geographic themes (Quebec, the Atlantic provinces, the Prairies and British Columbia), historical themes (the fur trade, settlement, the gold rushes) and musical themes (folk instruments, the transmission of songs). There are song-teaching sections for each presentation in which Jon and Rika, the host and singers teach the students directly. Included on the CD is a 125-page teacher’s guide (in select and display or print PDF format) with a chapter for each presentation containing words and music for 50 of the 83 songs, background information on the theme of the presentation as well as lesson ideas and discussion topics. Grades 2–11 $29.95 5 LA 9338 Never Again—Peace Education and Remembrance Day by Jan Slakov, 285 p., 45-min. CD. Kit includes lesson plans for a variety of levels, from K-12, mostly in English, some in French. It also includes a 45-minute audio CD of peace songs and a CBC radio documentary about the Christmas truce of WW I. The lessons are designed to promote appreciation for the many cultures and other wonders of our planet and to promote critical thinking in this time of crisis with many people, from local students to foreign authors, having contributed to it. In this International Decade for the Culture of Peace and Nonviolence for the Children of the World, it will help teachers and others promote nonviolence as a positive force, not just an absence of violence. Send in comments and ideas by e-mail js@ saltspring.com,. Grades K-12 $29.95 6 LA 8458 The Complete Book of Multiplication and Division: Grades 2–3 produced by Creative Teaching Press, 144 p. This book includes activities to teach students powerful strategies to help them achieve mastery of basic multiplication and division facts and then apply that knowledge to more advanced number concepts. Activities include basic facts plus advanced number theories. Students build on prior knowledge and use a thinking or reasoning approach rather than solely rote memory. $18.95 7 LA 9437 The Complete Book of Multiplication and Division: Grades 4–6 produced by Creative Teaching Press, 144 p. This book includes activities to teach students powerful strategies to help them achieve mastery of basic multiplication and division facts and then apply that knowledge to more advanced number concepts. Activities include basic facts plus advanced number theories. Students build on prior knowledge and use a thinking or reasoning approach rather than solely rote memory. $18.95 8 LA 9978 Kids with Special Needs: Information and Activities to Promote Awareness and Information produced by Creative Teaching Press, 200 p. This award-wining book about kids with special needs includes background information, simulations, and classroom activities to promote understanding and awareness. Also includes a comprehensive resource list and bibliography. Topics cover all types of disabilities and health issues, as well as mainstreaming and inclusion, developing an IEP, using bibliotherapy, and more. (Note that the book is published in the USA and may contain some US-related references.) Grades 3–6 $19.95 9 LA 2229 What Kind of Language is That? by Leah Kitamura and Kristi Lauridsen, SD. 42, 95 p. Teacher resource handbook presents a framework for discussing name-calling and verbal harassment in high school and how it can be stopped. Explores the issues of appropriate language, social responsibility, and challenging popular stereotypes. The intended purpose of this week-long unit is to make students conscious of the power of their use of language to affect others in their environment, specifically the school environment, and to promote a use of language at school that is sensitive, thoughtful, and appropriate for making all students and staff feel safe and comfortable. The Grade 9 level has been chosen as the primary target audience for this material, as this is a level that has been identified as a time when students begin to crystallize their identities, and an age when students are impressionable to positive role modeling that will set a tone for their senior school years. This unit includes the articulation and visual display of many powerful words for the sake of discussing their meaning and impact. Ground rules are reinforced throughout the unit to assist in the comfort level of all participants. Reproducible handouts and overheads are included for use with the lesson plans, as well as shorter workshops targeting Grade 8 students, student leaders, student facilitators and teachers. Grades 8+ $15.95 10 LA 2029 Teacher Resource Pack: Teaching Global Issues produced by Victoria International Development Education Association, 135 p. This resource package provides teachers with information, tools, and resources to incorporate the teaching of global issues into the classroom. The package contains a starter pack entitled "Teaching Global Issues," two resources from the VIDEA Global Learner Series,one copy of the VIDEA Sweatshop series (Sweatshop Clothes) with facilitator’s guide, and a feedback questionnaire. Designed as an introduction to the subjects, this resource is divided into teaching global issues and global learning activities. Grades 8–12. $22.95 Many curriculum resources and information are available at www.bcalmer.ca/. To order any of the above lesson aids, enclose a cheque payable to the BCTF or authorized purchase order to BCTF Lesson Aids Service 100-550 West 6th Ave., Vancouver, BC V5Z 4P2 or telephone 604-871-2180 or toll free 1-800-663-0163, Local 2180, with a Visa or Mastercard. GST and postage/ handling are included in the prices. Orders are sent by return mail. Lesson Aids office and display room hours: 9:00–5:00 Mon. to Fri. from Sept. to June; 9:00 to 5:00 Tues. to Fri. during July and Aug.; 9:00–12:00 on Sat. during Sept., Oct., Jan., and Feb. bctf.ca/LessonAids Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=8248,BCTF News Releases  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources   For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development News Release Archives 2014  2013  2012    2011 2010  2009  2008 2007  2006  Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2006 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE October 19, 2006 BCTF salutes teacher-librarians Teachers around the province are celebrating the work of their peers through their support and acknowledgment of National School Library Day, October 23. The BC Teachers' Federation (BCTF) says this day highlights the connection between reading and learning. President Jinny Sims says, "We are concerned about the lack of specialist teachers such as teacher-librarians, who foster our children's love of books. School libraries help lay the foundation for lifelong learning and students read more when they have access to a variety of materials to enhance learning. Our school libraries are staffed with professional teacher-librarians who know what information will stimulate and engage students." Sims says student achievement is linked to access to school libraries and it's important that schools are well-resourced with curriculum-based collections and strong library programs. "The government must fully fund school libraries," says Sims, "not only by ensuring the shelves are well-stocked with current and cutting-edge resources, but by staffing the libraries with full-time teacher-librarians. It's alarming that in BC, only 18% of school libraries have a full-time teacher-librarian." The BCTF is heartened that the provincial government wants BC to be world's literacy leader, but Sims says, "in order for that to happen, we need sufficient funding. School libraries should be places for our children to expand their knowledge and to feed their love of learning. Instead, they have become the hallmark of budget constraints and many school boards have been slow in repairing the damage that years of budget cuts have done." Sims says the BCTF applauds the hard work of teacher-librarians and recognizes the unique struggles they face. - 30 - For more information, contact Yvonne Eamor, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell). Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141003,www.facebook.com,https://www.facebook.com/supporteducationinbc/photos/a.1442713309310588.1073741828.1442360749345844/1444267589155160/5X/uw?_fb_noscript=1,Page Not Found | Facebook For a better experience on Facebook, enable JavaScript in your browser, or switch to our mobile site. Facebook logo Email or Phone Password Keep me logged in Forgot your password? Sign Up Sorry, this page isn't available The link you followed may be broken, or the page may have been removed. Go back to the previous page · Go to the Facebook homepage · Visit the Help Center Mobile Find Friends Badges People Pages Places Games Locations About Create Ad Create Page Developers Careers Privacy Cookies Terms Help Facebook © 2014 · English (US))
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141006,www.blogger.com,https://www.blogger.com/profile/16642502759123567010,Blogger: User Profile:  FC FC On Blogger since August 2014 Profile views - 10 About me Help Help Center Help Forum Video Tutorials Community Blogger Buzz +Blogger Developers Blogger API Developer Forum Copyright © 1999 – 2014 Google Terms of Service Privacy Content Policy)
(20141007,news.moviefone.ca,http://news.moviefone.ca/?a=get-fav-theaters&stamp=1412717846&selectedShowDate=20141007,Skip to main content)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=17610,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 5, March 2009  Testing obsession challenged By David Denyer A recent working paper entitled “Raising education achievement and breaking the cycle of inequality in the United Kingdom” has just been released by the Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD). Even though the education system in the UK is swamped to a greater degree than ours with “targets” and “benchmarks” and heavy duty testing, the observations and conclusions are instructive as BC continues to head down a similar road. School choice is acknowledged to work only with a “well-informed and confident clientele” and that, along with other reasons, places children from lower socio-economic backgrounds at a disadvantage. “An emphasis on competition between schools also goes hand in hand with an emphasis on testing and targets.” In addition, other concerns are raised relating to the prevalence of testing, such as the risk that children are being “taught to the test” and that the focus on core subjects is leading to a narrower curriculum. Coupled with insufficient and inefficient funding, the system conspires to perpetuate inequality and does nothing to improve the quality of education. Recommendations centre on increasing support to early childhood education and addressing social and economic inequities through increased funding to be allocated where needed. Featured in a prominent position in the report is an item entitled “Lessons from Finland: The role of societal values.” Since the BCTF has in the past also referred to Finland as having an education system that we in BC would do well to emulate, the report is reproduced below. “Reduce the focus on testing and targets, and put more focus on supporting weak students and schools.” “Lessons from Finland: The role of societal values “Much of the Finnish success in education performance—Finland consistently performs the best in the PISA (OECD Programme for International Student Assessment) tests—can be attributed to Finland’s equality approach in comprehensive education, where standards are raised by lifting the many rather than by pushing a privileged few. There is no streaming in the system and the small variance in the PISA results can be traced back to the use of four different levels of potential intervention when pupils fall behind—by the teacher, school assistants, the special needs teacher, and the multidisciplinary teams including for example, a psychologist, a social worker, or someone from public housing services. Other factors that are considered to have a positive influence are the small size of schools, thorough teacher training, and low mobility of teachers and students (OECD, 2005b). “Interestingly, and unlike the United Kingdom, Finland places no emphasis on individual testing or measurement-driven accountability. Rather, as discussed in a recent case study report of Finnish School Leadership (Pont, Nusche and Hopkins, 2008) the high performance of Finnish schools is attributed to a strong commitment to, and widespread culture of, learning in school and society more widely. This culture of learning is reflected in the pervasive and increasing attention that educators pay to self-evaluation as a way to improve their schools. It is also supported by Finnish society, which has a high regard for education and for teachers; indeed, entry into teaching is demanding and highly competitive, with only 1 in 10 applicants being admitted. The public also supports the goal of the education system for there to be “no social exclusion… so that nobody is forgotten.” For schools suffering from failure and difficulty, the local authority tends not to focus on removing staff, exerting control, or imposing interventions but instead asks “What has gone wrong? How can we help the school?” The Finnish system does not advocate competitive choice between schools or order its schools in public performance rankings. The philosophy of Finnish school leadership training providers is that ‘all schools must be good enough and there is no reason to have elite schools and bad schools.’ “Given the important role of Finland’s distinctive social values that underpin the school system, it is not clear how easily Finland’s exceptional educational performance could be transferred to other countries, such as the United Kingdom. In this respect, one of the key lessons from Finland for other countries may be that successful and sustainable education reform cannot be undertaken alone but is directly linked to widespread social and economic reform.” – ECO/WKP(2008)41 For the full working paper, go to http://tinyurl.com/dxfmoq. David Denyer is assistant director, BCTF Communications & Campaigns Division and editor of Teacher Newsmagazine. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8862,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, Number 4, March 2004 AGM 2004, March 13–16, 2004 AGENDA FIRST SESSION March 13, Saturday evening 7:00 p.m. Welcome First Nations recognition< Preliminaries: a. Adoption of chairpersons, scrutineers, tellers, resolutions committee b. Adoption of agenda c. Adoption of 2003 AGM Minutes d. Stewardship Report on 2003 AGM AGM a. Conduct guide b. Recommendation 3, Resolutions 102–104 c. Briefing on procedures d. Adoption of advisory team President’s report: Neil WorboysB.C. Federation of Labour: Speaker, Report, Recommendations, Resolution 106 Canadian Teachers’ Federation: Speaker, Report, Recommendation 7, Resolution 107B.C. School Trustees Association: Speaker 9:30 p.m. Election statements from candidates for table officer positions Call for nominations 10:00 p.m. Adjourn SECOND SESSION March 14, Sunday Morning 9:00 a.m. Leadership Report: Presentation, Recommendation 12:15 p.m. Report on the Charter for Public Education 12:30 p.m.–Lunch THIRD SESSION March 14, Sunday Afternoon 2:00 p.m. Political Action: Presentation, Recommendations 22 Education Policy: Recommendation, Resolution 110 Education Finance: Resolution 109 College of Teachers: Resolution 108 4:15 p.m. Report of the Executive Director, Ken Novakowski 4:30 p.m. Election statements from candidates for members-at-large positions Call for Nominations 5:00 p.m. Adjourn 5:00 p.m.–6:30 p.m. All candidates meeting–main ballroom. All delegates invited. FOURTH SESSION March 15, Monday morning 9:00 a.m. Governance Report: Constitutions and By-laws, Recommendations 1–2, Resolution 101 Organization of the BCTF: Recommendation 21 Annual General Meeting: Resolutions 116–124 10:30 a.m. Guest speaker 11:00 a.m. Social Justice: Report, Recommendation, Resolutions 134–136 12:30 p.m. Lunch FIFTH SESSION March 15, Monday afternoon 2:00 p.m. Pensions: Report Health, Welfare, and Safety of Teachers: Report, Recommendations 17–20, Resolution 113 Professional Development: Resolutions 125–128 Public Affairs: Resolutions 129–133 5:25 p.m. Final call for nominations 5:30 p.m. Adjourn Please note: An evening session will be scheduled if required. BALLOT DISTRIBUTION March 16: 8:00 a.m. to 9:00 a.m. For one hour, the election tellers will distribute ballots, one pad for each voting card, in the Prince of Wales Room (on the Convention level). Each delegation is asked to assist by appointing one of its members to present all the delegation’s cards, (including the LR cards) and to receive all its ballots individually. No ballots will be distributed after the session has begun. AGM Standing Rule 12.2 specifies that ballots will be given out only at the place and times specified on the agenda. SIXTH SESSION March 16, Tuesday morning 9:00 a.m. Elections Guest speaker Bargaining: Report, Recommendations 4–6, Resolution 105 Teachers on Call: Resolution 137 Membership: Resolutions 114–115 TQS Report 12:15 p.m. Committee Reports–Questions 12:30 p.m. Lunch SEVENTH SESSION March 16, Tuesday afternoon 2:00 p.m. Finance: Presentation on Financial Statements, Recommendations 8–16, Resolutions 111–112 Presentations Unfinished Business Late Resolutions New Resolutions New Business 5:15 p.m. Closing Courtesy Motion 5:30 p.m. Adjourn Please note: An evening session will be scheduled if required. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13118&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 1998 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 11, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 1998 Student teachers praise school associates and offer suggestions by Terry Eastman Student teachers continue to identify the practicum as the most important part of their teacher preparation, and they show a high level of confidence in their school associates. A recent report prepared for the B.C. College of Teachers (BCCT) examined four anecdotal questions in The 1997 Survey of Recent Graduates: What were the most positive aspects of your final practicum? What were the most negative aspects of your final practicum? Were there conflicts between the expectations of the university and the school? If you were to make one change in your teacher education program, what change would that be? The comments reveal a great deal about a student’s life during the practicum. Many comments show the importance of a positive relationship between the student and the school sponsor. A typical comment underlines the value the student places on the relationship with the school associate: “The most positive aspect of my practicum was the opportunity to work with an excellent sponsor teacher. As a teacher, she was a great role model, very professional, with high standards set for both herself and her students. As a sponsor teacher, she was very supportive and open-minded: allowing me the freedom to try out techniques and methods that were different from her own, recognizing them for their educational worth when they were successful, and allowing me to analyze and learn from them when they were not.” Descriptors such as excellent, wonderful, marvelous are included in over 37 positive attributes given to school associates. Other positive traits include supportive/ helpful, granted me freedom to grow and develop, provided constructive or positive feedback, an appropriate role model and many other admirable personal attributes. Another student responded: “I was fortunate enough to have a wonderful school associate who was willing to share her knowledge and skills with me while allowing me to develop on my own. My school associate would point out both my strengths and weaknesses in a manner that was always professional and educational.” While the overwhelming majority of students describe a positive practicum experience, a number found their experience negative or including negative aspects. (A summary of these is included here to spur debate about the role and responsibility of the associate. That was the purpose of the report to the Teacher Education Forum this November). Students who had poor experiences cite not enough support, little sharing of ideas or resources, lack of opportunity to explore different strategies, pressure to copy teaching styles or strategies, poor role model, not current, little or no feedback, and associates who were too critical or too negative. Some feel powerless: “Feeling that I was subject to the incredible power of the faculty associate and/or school associate to cater to their ideas because they write letters of reference needed to get a teaching position.” Conflicting expectations between school and faculty associates caused some concerns. These include a variety of communications problems from unclear expectations, to a lack of communication, to conflicts and contradictions between role partners. Policy conflicts, unclear expectations, teaching styles, methods, load, lesson plans, teachable subjects, and a feeling of being caught in the middle are frequently cited by students, who feel pushed and pulled by different masters. The fourth question asked students to suggest changes to the practicum. Many students cited problems with the match and selection of school associates. Students’ responses raise two issues with regard to selection: How are the school associates selected? and, How can the student find a good match and/or select a compatible school sponsor? One student reported: “It is a random match and the relationship with your school associate is the single most important aspect of the teacher-training program. I was lucky. I feel screening for school associates should be a more important part of the program as well as matching students with appropriate school associates. Additional suggestions for changes raise important issues: professional development for school associates, (especially techniques for helping adult learners), recognition of effective school associates, evaluation of school associates, and a process or an ombudsperson for dealing with student teacher complaints. Almost 2,000 of 2,155 responded that their practicum was the most important part of their teacher-education program. Ninety-five percent answered at least one open-ended question, producing 705 pages of transcript. If you are interested in more data on the reported themes, you may read the full report by Terry Eastman and Frank Echols, The School Associate: Roles and Relationships, available from the B. C. College of Teachers (604) 731-8170. Terry Eastman is a teacher at Mountain Secondary School, Langley, and BCCT councilor for the Fraser Valley Zone.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/ResearchReports.aspx?id=8430,BCTF > 2004ei01, Online education is not the same as home schooling  	BCTF Research Reports  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Publications > Research Reports  PDF version BCTF Research Report Section XII 2004-EI-01 Online education is not the same as home schooling by Larry Kuehn, Director BCTF Research and Technology Newspaper headlines claiming that religious materials have been banned for B.C. home schooling are wrong. No government policy—new or old—limits what resources parents can use to home school their children. Parents who register their children for home schooling have total control of teaching their children and using any resources they want to—whether or not that right is a good public policy. Why, then, the complaints from home school parents that they can no longer use religious books to teach Math, English, or Social Studies to their children? The problem is confusion between students registered for home schooling, and those enrolled in a school district online program. Some 28 school districts are now running some form of online program. Most of these are run by individual districts, while nine are part of the Connect Program of the Regional Distance Education Schools. Students in these programs are “enrolled” in a public school, which is different from being “registered” for home schooling. Each student enrolled in a district online program brings the same $5,343 basic education per-student grant into the school district as a student registered in a neighbourhood school. What comes with that funding is an obligation on the part of the district to provide “a level of teacher service comparable to a neighbourhood school.” (Plecas & Twynstra, 2004) The educational service in a funded online program must meet four ministry criteria: The school board is responsible for the education program of students enrolled in the school district; Each student’s educational program must be supervised by a teacher; The student’s educational program must follow the requirements that apply to students attending a regular school and be carried out by a teacher; and Students must be evaluated and report cards from the teacher (with letter grades after Primary) issued three times a year, along with two informal reports. (Text of the policy is online at www.bced.gov.bc.ca/policy/policies/distance_ed.htm.) The key to this policy is that the school board and the teachers it employs are responsible for the education of the student. The parent is not the teacher. Enrolling in an online program is not home schooling. According to the ministry, adequate supervision by the teacher must be demonstrated by five elements: Teacher course planning; Evidence that a teacher is leading the evaluation and assessment of students; Ongoing teacher reporting on student achievement; Ongoing teacher engagement in student learning; Ability to authenticate student work. [In other words, the student, not the parent, is doing the student’s work.] In addition, “learning resources must be selected from the Ministry’s list of recommended resources or through local approval processes within a district.” (Plecas & Twynstra, 2004) This requirement is the source of the news stories of home schooling parents feeling deceived. Bobbi Plecas, from the Assessment Department, Ministry of Education, reminded her audience at the BCEd Online conference that from the very beginning, the school law in B.C. has declared public education to be non-sectarian. There is legally no room for religion in the B.C. public schools, except for comparative religion courses. This goes beyond just resources—“Resources or modules, assessments, assignments, homework may not include a particular dogma or creed.” (Plecas & Twynstra, 2004) Ministry policies are absolutely clear—online education offered by public school boards is not the same thing as home schooling. Online education must follow the requirements for public schools. Why the confusion between online education and home schooling? When online education began in British Columbia in 1994 with the creation of the Nechako Electronic Busing Program (E-bus) by School District 91, the ministry did not have the clear policies that are now in place. By implication, any student in a school district should be under the same regulations as any other student, but that was not explicitly stated. In fact, the stated purpose of the E-bus was to bring home schooled students back in to the public system. The E-bus program said that they were not recruiting students to drop out of a regular school and go online. Rather, they contended that a public school teacher supporting the parent teaching their child at home would provide an education more like that of the public school. For some students, online programs would be a route back in to the regular classroom. The role of the teacher was more that of a consultant to the parent-as-teacher, rather than in directly offering instruction to the student and evaluating the work of the student. Over the decade of the program’s existence, the E-bus, like most of the programs in the other 17 districts that had permission to run online education, moved toward meeting the requirements finally outlined by the ministry quite clearly in a 2002 policy statement. However, the pitch to home school parents has seldom been clear in telling them that they are really putting their students back into a public school when they sign up for an online program offered by a public school district. Further, messages among parents in the home school network have compared how much leeway from the policy different programs would offer to parents. The claim that the online programs would bring students back from being registered as home schoolers was accurate. In 1990, the first year of home school registration, a total of 2,453 home schoolers were identified. Numbers had nearly doubled, to 4,917, by 1996, the peak year. After that, as the E-bus and other programs were created, registration of home schoolers has declined steadily, down to 3,329 during the 2003–2004 school year. Many of the parents signing up their children either were not aware of the ministry expectations of online programs, or expected that they would be able to get around them, perhaps with a wink-wink, nudge-nudge by those recruiting for the programs. “Incentives” and “cash cows” Some districts have offered “incentives” for students to sign up to online programs. From the beginning, the Nechako E-bus offered to provide for free computers, software, trouble-shooting support, and Internet access for families from around the province. In the mid-1990s, that incentive was significant, but probably is less so now, with the ubiquity of home computers and Internet access. Many districts have offered to reimburse parents for purchases of learning resources by as much a $1,000 per student per year. This is one of the areas of contention, because no religious materials are supposed to be purchased with these public funds. In fact, the only legitimate purchases, according to ministry policy, are resources that fit either “the Ministry’s list of recommended resources or through local approval processes within the district.” (Plecas, 2004) The issue of incentives has become more problematic with a number of changes in legislation and in ministry policy. “Choice” legislation gives every student the right to enroll in any school district in the province, regardless of where they live. Unless you live in the Lower Mainland or southern Vancouver Island, it isn’t very convenient to go to another district. But if you are signing up for an online program, location isn’t an impediment. Two other key policy changes encouraged expansion of online distance education. In the late 1990s, a cap of 2,200 was put on the number of students in online programs, and only 18 districts had approval to offer programs, with a quota for each. Further, each online student brought a grant valued at half that for a student in a face-to-face school program. The government changed both these policies in 2002. Any district could offer a program to as many students as they wanted, and each online student would be funded the same as a face-to-face student. In the context of frozen education budgets and open boundaries, online distance education became the one area of potential growth in funding for a school district. Districts did not want to lose students and their grants to other districts. But if they could attract students from another district, that would be even better. The most blatant of these situations is the New Westminster school district opening an online program, complete with drop-in classroom and a teacher, on Bowen Island in the West Vancouver school district. Online programs were seen by some as a potential “cash cow.” Each student would bring full funding, but little service would have to be provided because parents would look after the education of their children. The extreme “cash cow” situation developed in the Gold Trail school district, with more than 600 students enrolled and just one educator to look after their education. The district offered an incentive of $1,000 for parents to spend on resources. With so little personnel assigned to the program, parents clearly were not going to be bugged much about what materials they used. While the ministry is prepared to demand that districts follow the programs and policies of the public school in its online programs, it is not prepared to tell districts that they could not offer “incentives.” This is an area of school district discretion. To direct that it stop would limit competition among districts, something that the province wants. However, the ministry has identified some limits on financial incentives. Its “Key Areas for Clarification,” distributed at the BCEd Online conference, states: It is appropriate to fund parents for education resources and activities that relate directly to a student’s education program. Examples of good practice are those programs that reimburse parents after legitimate receipts are submitted to resources and activities that relate directly to a student’s education program. Districts must make decisions on what is acceptable and must be able to defend their suggestions. (Plecas & Twynstra, 2004) Defending decisions about what is acceptable may have a number of dimensions. One is whether the material is religious or not. According to the preliminary indications from the audit of ten district programs, some have approved paying for religious materials. However, other questions about incentives may come up as well. If a district is funding an online student to attend a concert or to go to a camp, and does not offer the same opportunity to a student in a regular program, is that defensible? Teachers who have to charge their students to take part in activities, often with a contribution by the teacher, may not see it as equitable if online students get funded for such activities. The practices with incentives vary substantially from program to program. The offer of these incentives by some districts is driven by the competition for students between districts, rather than by the principle of equity. The audits of distance education online programs Many people knew about the situation in the Gold Trail school district and felt it was wrong. It does not take an audit to know that one educator cannot offer a quality program to hundreds of students. At least some who knew about the situation complained to the ministry. The ministry sent in an auditor, whose report led to some $2 million being reclaimed by the province, about 10% of the district budget, creating a crisis and cutbacks to the service throughout the district. (In the 2003-2004 school year--after the audit--the Gold Trail program has 239 students and eight teachers.) Now distance education programs have become a part of the regular audit cycle for the ministry. During the 2003–2004 school year, ten districts have been audited: Kootenay Lake, Kamloops/Thompson, Abbotsford, Southeast Kootenay, New Westminster, Langley, Boundary, Comox Valley, Mission, and Surrey. The programs to be audited are chosen on the basis of several factors: Type of school; Public complaints; Geographic location—urban vs. rural; Have they been audited recently? Assessment always influences practice. That is as true of audits as it is of standardized testing. The audit criteria are the real indicators of what the ministry is expecting in the way that online distance education programs are run. The ministry information, “Audit approach: An example” (Plecas & Twynstra, 2004) distributed at the BCEd Online conference, gives some clarity in four areas of what the province is expecting in all online distance education programs. All of the following are quotes from the ministry document about what should be covered in the audit. A student’s educational program must be supervised by a person who is a member of BCCT [BC College of Teachers]. – Review course overviews, match to learning outcomes, individual learning plans for students. – Review teacher’s role in preparing assessment and reports. Look at historical documentation. – Through discussions and review of policies, will assess how the program defines the parent/teacher role. – Verify teacher’s membership. A school board is responsible for the educational program of the students enrolled in the school district. – Review the district’s role in terms of responsibility, authority, and student record management. – Look for defined roles, organizational structure, assigned responsibility for operations, sufficient technology infrastructure, financial commitment with clear budget lines, professional development opportunities for teachers, link to district activities and plans, a vision/mandate/purpose, PACs. The student must receive ongoing, regular assessments, progress reports, and letter grades. – Assess evidence of regular and ongoing interaction between school, teacher, and student. – Determine what processes the district has in place to authenticate student work. – Assess compliance with the MO [Ministry Order] on progress report standards and provincial letter grades. – How does the school deliver exams and FSA [Foundation Skills Assessment]? Approved Learning Resources – Determine if there is a process in place for approving learning resources within the district. Religious Material – Take a sample of textbooks and resources being used. – Take a sample of student work—compare it with the learning plan, student samples, courses list. At the BCEd Online conference, Bobbi Plecas provided a summary of the general findings of the audit so far, and indicated that an overview and recommendations from the audit will be available by June 2004. The initial findings were: Student record-keeping is inconsistent. For programs wanting to expand, additional staff and resource commitments will be required. Most programs only offer services to students in their own district. Administrators of the programs are often stretched with other responsibilities. Some evidence of religious curriculum being used. Teachers feel isolated on how to access/develop courses or learning objects. The biggest area of concern is assessments and report cards. In some cases, there are blurred lines between home schoolers and DE [distance education] programs. Program staff identified concerns that a large number of students want to enroll after September 30th. Implications of online education audits The criteria for audits have defined many aspects of online distance education programs that have been loosely defined until now. The process has been consistent with the “loose/tight” approach to governance that has been adopted by government. It has given school districts the responsibility, with very limited regulation, to create programs and to compete with one another. That is the “loose” part of the approach. The “tight” part comes with the audit and the criteria provided to the auditors to assess the programs. The message to school districts is that they have the freedom to offer programs they design and to compete with one another for students. But whether they will have funding for their programs taken away depends on an audit with criteria set by government. Clearly there is an appropriate role for government in defining the conditions of public education. That definition should maintain lines between what is public and what is private, maintaining the public interest in public education. However, those conditions should be set out clearly in advance, so that the district officials and the teachers involved in creating programs know what the conditions and boundaries are. Parents should also have a clear understanding of what they are choosing when they decide to have their child enrolled in a public school program or registered in a home school program. Lack of clarity leads to unnecessary conflict. Bobbi Plecas has indicated that the ministry will produce a summary audit report that will be posted on the ministry web site. Each district audited will receive its own report on the audit and the public will be able to have access to it through freedom of information requests. She said that some parents have already requested the reports to use them to make decisions about which program they want to choose for their children. An audit is not an assessment of the quality of education in a program. However, it will likely be used as that by some people. As it happens, many of the criteria adopted in the audit process are positive policies for maintaining a quality public education system. They just should have been made clear in policy in advance, rather than in an audit process. Expectations of online programs Pulling from the audit criteria and ministry policy and Ministerial Orders, these are expectations that parents, teachers, and the public should have of online programs: A student enrolled in an online program brings to the district the same basic funding as a student enrolled in any other program in the district. The online program must provide a level of teacher service comparable to a neighbourhood school. A member of the BC College of Teachers must supervise the educational program. Supervision includes course planning, evaluation and assessment, reporting, ongoing engagement in student learning and authentication of student work. A student’s entire educational program must be secular. Resources or modules, assessments, assignments, homework may not include a particular dogma or creed. Learning resources must be selected from the Ministry’s list of recommended resources or through local approval processes within a district. Funding of resources or activities must relate directly to a student’s educational program. The educational program of a student cannot be contracted out, nor can delivery be contracted to an independent (private) school. Districts that offer an electronic program to students with special needs must follow the requirements and guidelines set out by the Ministry. School districts should not wait until there is an audit and they face the potential clawback of ministry funding. They should act to ensure that their programs are meeting the criteria for online education within the public schools. References Plecas, B., & Twynstra, T., Distance Education Policy Clarification. Victoria, BC: Ministry of Education. Presented at the BCEd Online Conference, April 19, 2004, Richmond, BC. Ministry of Education information and policy statements, “Distance Education and Online Learning”: www.bced.gov.bc.ca/technology/dist_ed.htm. About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12888&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2000 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 12, Number 7, May/June 2000 So you want to go on an exchange by Jacqui Birchall A teaching exchange can be a wonderful thing. One can experience another culture for a year. One can make new friends. One can see the world. One can also enter the twilight zone of a teaching horror where one thing after another seems to go wrong. Take as an example the Canadian family who went on exchange. This family of four arranged an exchange with a single, young female. When the Canadian family arrived at their exchangee’s modest home, two weeks before she was to depart for Canada, they vetoed the home exchange. They called their friends in Canada, told them to rent the house out and to find an apartment for the unfortunate exchangee. Chagrined Canadian school staff members ran around in September sheepishly trying to furnish an empty apartment. The young woman had two weeks to find someone to rent her house for a year. Then there was the Canadian teacher who supplied photos and diagrams of his Canadian home, arranged an exchange, also with a family of four, and then rented his house out and put them in his mom’s basement. The visitors lasted three months and he was obliged to return home. What about the young British teacher who arranged an exchange with a family from the USA? Her boyfriend moved in with her, confounding her exchangees, who had certain religious beliefs about living together outside of marriage. Both parties eventually engaged lawyers. Or the Canadian teacher who was instructed by his exchangee to visit a particular lawyer immediately upon arrival in the country in order to sign a legal agreement protecting the home and property the Canadian teacher was using for the year. The lawyer advised the Canadian teacher against signing, saying his client was clearly not in his right mind. Principals will not necessarily be interested in you. Schools may well be very different with no protection for you in the case of abusive parents or students. One Canadian teacher was obliged to hand her timetable over to two department heads who advised her that in no way was she to expect that it would be her timetable for the year and gave her two of their classes. The principal in this school cared nothing for the exchange and was only glad that the departing teacher had gone on exchange as she was a constant thorn in his side. Or there is the Canadian exchange teacher who was threatened with physical violence by a parent in the office of a principal. When she asked to be excused she was told she had to stay and listen to the abuse, which continued for close to one hour. You may find you spend the whole year saying “Pardon?” as you try to understand the accents. “Heyoop miss, dost thou not like oos? Whys thou going ’ome?” We all knew, the students and I, that teachers should not be addressed as “thou” but there was a certain charm in it that I found beguiling. Or you could embarrass yourself like the poor teacher from England who asked her Canadian class if anyone could lend her a rubber and who called her students “clever dicks.” When I was on exchange one house burned down. One car was damaged beyond repair. One teacher had a nervous breakdown in the second month and was never heard from again. When we assembled for our first meeting of exchange teachers as a whole, most people sat around complaining. No dishwasher! No central heating! No carport! And sitting quietly amongst them were the teachers from the poorer countries. They were not complaining—the Sanskrit scholar who had only a room; the Kenyan who had to pay rent; the Jamaican who could not get warm. Obviously hundreds of people have gone on exchange and had a wonderful time. It is true that a teaching exchange can be very rewarding. It is equally true that things can go very wrong; that you can be alone in a foreign country without friends to talk to when you need an understanding ear. Do not go on exchange if you want everything to be the same. You will be disappointed. Do not go on exchange if everything in your life is going wrong. Changing countries will not necessarily make your problems go away. Do go on exchange if you are open to new experiences, if you are adaptable, and if you can roll with the punches. There may be many. Jacqui Birchall teaches at Frank Hurt Secondary School, Surrey and is a member of the Teacher Newsmagazine Advisory Board.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11142,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2002 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 14, Number 5, March 2002 86th Annual General Meeting Agenda Saturday, March 16, 2002 FIRST SESSION 7:00 p.m. Welcome Preliminaries       a. Adoption of chairpersons, scrutineers, tellers, Resolutions Committee       b. Adoption of agenda       c. Adoption of 2001 AGM Minutes       d. Stewardship Report on 2001 AGM President's Report Executive Committee Leadership Report 8:30 p.m. – Timed Item Greetings from outside groups Continuation of Previous Items 9:30 p.m.– Timed Item Election Statements from Candidates for Table Officer Positions Call for Nominations 10:00 p.m Adjourn Sunday, March 17, 2002 SECOND SESSION 9:00 a.m. Leadership Report 11:30 a.m. Governance Review Report 12:30 p.m. – Lunch THIRD SESSION 2:00 p.m. Constitution and By-laws Organization of the BCTF AGM Unfinished Business 4:00 p.m. Report of the Executive Director, Ken Novakowski 4:30 p.m. Election Statements from Candidates for Member-at-Large Positions Call for Nominations 5:00 p.m. Adjourn Monday, March 18, 2002 FOURTH SESSION 9:00 a.m. Bargaining Public Affairs Political Action Labour Affairs Unfinished Business 12:00 p.m. College of Teachers’ Report 12:30 p.m. – Lunch FIFTH SESSION 2:00 p.m. Doug Willard, President, Canadian Teachers’ Federation Teachers on Call Health and Welfare and Safety of Teachers Technology Social Justice Unfinished Business 5:25 p.m. Final Call for Nominations 5:30 p.m. Adjourn Tuesday, March 19, 2002 SIXTH SESSION 9:00 a.m. Elections Education Policy Teacher Education Teacher Competence Education Finance 11:00 a.m. Teacher Pensions Unfinished Business 12:15 p.m. Questions on Committee Reports 12:15 p.m. – Lunch SEVENTH SESSION 2:00 p.m. Finance Report of the Financial Statements Unfinished Business Late Resolutions New Resolutions 5:15 p.m. Closing courtesy motion 5:30 p.m. Adjourn Please note: Evening sessions will be scheduled if required. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "October is #FosterFamilyMonth. Thank you #BC for opening your homes and hearts to more than 5,900 children and youth." @John_Yap - 11:14pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12018,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2001 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 13, Number 5, March 2001 Class size counts Small classes = better learning by Nancy Knickerbocker The red and yellow pennants stood out beautifully against a blue sky as about 200 teachers from throughout the province rallied at the offices of the B.C. Public School Employers’ Association. They were there to urge the employer to live up to its earlier commitment and incorporate the primary class-size limits into the collective agreement. BCTF President David Chudnovsky told the rally he was deeply concerned that, because the class-size limits expire when the collective agreement runs out in June, it could mean the end of better learning conditions for thousands of children and the potential loss of about 900 teaching positions. Given that districts now are making staffing decisions for next school year, it’s urgent that this issue be resolved promptly to avoid disruptions, he said. Carol Johns, president of the Primary Teachers’ Association, talked about the overwhelming body of research showing that small classes in the primary grades mean improved academic performance in every year, especially for children living in poverty. Not only that, small classes spell improved behaviour and discipline at school, early identification of learning problems, enhanced citizenship, and other long-term benefits. The assembled teachers each signed a copy of the proposed mid-contract modification. When the hundreds of signed documents were collected, Chudnovsky and Johns went into the office to present them to Ken Denike, chairperson of the board of directors of BCPSEA. They urged him to conclude the agreement with teachers and then work together to hold Victoria accountable for full funding of the class-size provisions. Within a week, the board of BCPSEA did indeed approve the plan to move the class-size limits into the contract, and agreed to recommend it to school boards province-wide. Teachers are hopeful that trustees will also approve it, and many are speaking out in their communities to urge this positive change to protect small classes for our youngest learners. As this drama unfolded, teachers and other British Columbians were awaiting an election call. For her part, Education Minister Joy MacPhail has emerged as a supporter of class-size limits. She had a solid opinion piece in the Victoria Times Colonist on how small classes are good public policy because they are good for children. In some locals, teacher activists have been using MacPhail’s article in their efforts to urge trustees to support their position. Meanwhile, Liberal Education critic Gordon Hogg and his caucus colleagues have refused to take a stand on any educational issue except essential services legislation, which they support. Whether it’s class-size limits at the primary level or tuition freeze in post-secondary, neither students, teachers nor faculty have had any luck whatsoever in getting the Liberals to articulate their positions. The organizations representing principals and parents have not been so reticent, however. The B.C. Confederation of Parent Advisory Councils has expressed its concerns about what it calls “the high cost and lack of flexibility in implementing the mandatory reduction” of K–3 class sizes. The B.C. Principals’ and Vice-Principals’ Association has been outspoken in opposition. BCPVPA President Stu Dale recently wrote to his colleagues saying, “The BCPVPA supports smaller class sizes if they are designed to improve learning conditions for students—not working conditions for teachers.” Despite all the obstacles, Chudnovsky said, teachers remain committed to defending and enhancing the class-size limits, which are every child’s best protection against getting lost in the crowd. Nancy Knickerbocker is the BCTF’s media relations officer. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141007,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/bcedplan/status/385402737829371904,BC's Education Plan on Twitter: "Looking to build digital citizenship into your classroom? Here are 3 great tips: http://t.co/bpjyq9VItN #edtechbc" Twitter Search query Search Twitter Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Language: English Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Have an account? Sign in New to Twitter? Join Today » Sign In Phone, email or username Password Sign in Remember me Forgot password? Already using Twitter via text message? Follow Following Unfollow Blocked Unblock Pending Cancel BC's Education Plan ‏ @bcedplan 2 Oct 2013 Looking to build digital citizenship into your classroom? Here are 3 great tips: http://ow.ly/24hOa7  #edtechbc Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Retweets 3 Favorites 4 6:55 AM - 2 Oct 2013 Neil Stephenson ‏ @Neilstephenson 2 Oct 2013 “ @bcedplan: Looking to build digital citizenship into your classroom? Here are 3 great tips: http://ow.ly/24hOa7  #edtechbc #sd37 Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Johnny Bevacqua ‏ @jvbevacqua 2 Oct 2013 RT @bcedplan: Looking to build digital citizenship into your classroom? Here are 3 great tips: http://ow.ly/24hOa7  #cisva #bclearns Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Don’t miss any updates from BC's Education Plan © 2014 Twitter About Help Ads info Close Flag this media This has already been marked as containing sensitive content. Flag this as containing potentially illegal content. Submit Cancel Learn more about flagging media Dismiss Close Previous Next Close Go to a person's profile Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Close Retweet this to your followers? Cancel Retweet Close Are you sure you want to delete this Tweet? Cancel Delete Close Block Cancel Block Add a location to your Tweets When you tweet with a location, Twitter stores that location. You can switch location on/off before each Tweet and always have the option to delete your location history. Learn more Turn location on Not now Turn off location Close Profile summary Close Your lists Close Create a new list List name Description Under 100 characters, optional Privacy Public · Anyone can follow this list Private · Only you can access this list Save list Close Close Embed this Tweet Add this Tweet to your website by copying the code below. Learn more Hmm, there was a problem reaching the server. Try again? Include parent Tweet Include media Preview Close Sign up for Twitter Not on Twitter? Sign up, tune into the things you care about, and get updates as they happen. Have an account? Sign in » Close Two-way (sending and receiving) short codes: Country Code For customers of United States 40404 (any) Canada 21212 (any) United Kingdom 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM Haiti 40404 Digicel, Voila Ireland 51210 Vodafone, O2 India 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Indonesia 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » See SMS short codes for other countries Close Confirmation)
(20141006,www.youtube.com,https://www.youtube.com/embed/SRHoPL0WtdM,Mark Donnelly Trips Over Carpet at Penticton VEES Game 10-3-14 - YouTube)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141007,www.yahoo.com,https://www.yahoo.com/,Yahoo Select Country Site Home Mail Answers Groups Flickr Tumblr Games Live Screen Mobile More Celebrity Movies Music TV Health Style Beauty Food Tech Shopping Travel Autos Homes Yahoo Yahoo Search  Search: Search Web Open Search Assist Tuesday, October 7, 2014 My Yahoo Sign In   Yahoo or FacebookWe don't post anything without your permission. New here? Sign Up Mail Mail News Sports Finance Weather Autos Homes Dating Jobs Shopping Health Style Beauty Food Movies Travel More Yahoo Sites Yahoo en Español Answers Careers Celebrity Fantasy Baseball Fantasy Football Fantasy Sports Flickr Games Groups Horoscopes Local Maps Messenger Music My Yahoo Search Small Business Tech TV All Products » Learn more about Yahoo Make Yahoo your homepage An endless stream of personalized news Get the App Trending Now 1Jennifer Aniston 2Nikki Sixx 3Kris Jenner 4Tiger Woods 5Reba McEntire 6Kendall Jenner 7Jim Bob Duggar 8Diabetes symptoms 9Leonard Nimoy 10Blake Lively   Sign in to save your preference. Yahoo or FacebookWe don't post anything without your permission. Close Only on Yahoo Damon: Two things you need to solve poverty Katie Couric, Global News Anchor, Yahoo News Dwight Howard goes back to his roots Adrian Wojnarowski, NBA Columnist, Yahoo Sports Tips on the bare-face celebrity trend Bobbi Brown, Editor in Chief, Yahoo Beauty Top Stories 1 Turkey: Syrian town poised to fall to militants 21 minutes ago 2 Condition of Texas Ebola patient slightly improves 3 Gay marriage bans in Idaho, Nevada struck down 40 minutes ago 4 Strong 6.0-magnitude quake hits China's Yunnan province 23 minutes ago 5 Britain arrests 4 in operation against Islamist militants Delete Watch 'One Chance' on Yahoo See the inspiring feature film starring James Corden on Yahoo before it hits theaters. Weather San Francisco Change location ‎69 °F | °C Partly Cloudy ‎70°F High ‎57°F Low Today ‎63.5 °F | °C ‎70°F High ‎57°F Low Tomorrow ‎62.5 °F | °C ‎68°F High ‎57°F Low Thursday ‎63 °F | °C ‎69°F High ‎57°F Low Delete Quotes Yahoo Finance Markets S&P 500 1,935.10 -1.51% NASDAQ Composite 4,385.20 -1.56% Dow Jones Indust… 16,719.39 -1.60% My Portfolio Sign in to view your portfolios Yahoo or FacebookWe don't post anything without your permission. Enter company/ticker SettingsDelete Scores Yahoo Sports Live MLB LAD 0 - StL 0 Bot 2 Results MLB LAD 1 - StL 3 Final, 10/6 MLB Was 4 - SF 1 Final, 10/6 NBA Den 95 - LAL 98 Final, 10/6 NBA Was 85 - Chi 81 Final, 10/6 Coming Up MLB Was @ SF 10/7 6:07 PM PT MLB SF @ Was 10/9 9:00 AM PT NBA Min @ Ind 10/7 4:00 PM PT NBA Orl @ Mia 10/7 4:30 PM PT My Teams Sign in to view your favorite teams Yahoo or FacebookWe don't post anything without your permission. Find team Delete Flickr See more photos in Human towers of Catalonia Delete Featured Videos Yahoo Screen Watch Delta Spirit, 9:15 p.m. ET Watch entire 'One Chance' movie Howard Stern loves this Bill Hader 'SNL' sketch 'Walk This Way' cover version in concert Search videos Delete Recommended Games More Games » Delete Horoscopes Yahoo Celebrity Libra 9/23-10/22 Your skills as a diplomat are being tested today and, surprisingly, you might fall short of other people's expectations. The Sun is visiting your gracious sign, yet its opposition to shocking Uranus releases buried emotions and you might find yourself in the midst of an unexpected storm. Ironically, you're uncharacteristically willing to take a big risk now. Nevertheless, it's wise to avoid dramatic confrontations and see where the energy goes before making any drastic moves. Get Your Complete Cosmic Profile More Not your sign? Delete Comics 9 Chickweed Lane B.C. Dilbert Garfield Luann Wizard of Id Non Sequitur See more Delete About Yahoo Terms Privacy (Updated) Advertise About our Ads Careers Help Feedback Back To Top Collins hit by fallout from allegations Actor Stephen Collins is fired from "Ted 2" and quits his SAG post after he reportedly admits to child molestation.  Police investigation » More stories Fallout for Stephen Collins Whitewater revelations Dog to be killed over Ebola U.S. stocks fall sharply Plus-size style frustrations 1 of 115 Previous set of stories Next set of stories All Stories News Local Entertainment Sports More Business Lifestyles Technology Science You Might Like Stephen Collins' Wife Alleges He Had 'Secret Life' In Court Docs: 'I Believe There are Other Victims' After 27 years of marriage, the '7th Heaven' actor's wife claimed she discovered her husband's "secret life." ET has obtained the declaration from Stephen Collins' wife of 27 years, Faye Grant. The document, which was filed as part of their divorce proceedings, includes claims that she discovered… ETonline Celebrities Crime & Justice SaveMore like thisRemove Bad News for Insurance Agents, Good for California If you are currently insured, have no DUI's, and drive less than 50 miles per day, you may be paying too much for auto insurance. Find out now.AdChoicesFreeRateReport.comSponsored The Rock's return to Raw is everything right & wrong about WWE Dwayne "The Rock" Johnson returned to pro wrestling and WWE last night in Brooklyn with a surprise segment on Raw.   If he were a football star, or started in movies, we'd never have been exposed to the blend of script and improv that WWE produces, nor the back and forth with another performer (or… Cageside Seats from RSS Sports & Recreation Professional wrestling SaveMore like thisRemove Former 'Baywatch' Beauty Launches New Career as Ice Cream Truck Driver The tides are changing for "Baywatch" alum Nicole Eggert — because the 42-year-old star has traded her iconic red bathing suit for an ice cream scoop. Nicole first showed off her shiny new aqua-colored "Ice Cream Shoppe on Wheels" two weeks ago with an enthusiastic Twitter post. Yahoo Celebrity Ice cream SaveMore like thisRemove 3 Things You Have To Give Up To Lose Weight Forever To be healthier and happier, Tory Johnson, author of The Shift, discovered that she had to let go of three particular things.By Tory Johnson1. The Cheat DayFor years, I was lulled into the moderation trap, a bedrock of nutrition advice that works flawlessly for some women but is a disaster for… Huffington Post Health SaveMore like thisRemove Pierre Garçon issues simple, sharp response to Richard Sherman After the inflammatory comments Richard Sherman made about Pierre Garcon in the wake of the Seahawaks 27-17 win over the Washington Redskins, it seemed likely the veteran receiver would respond. Sherman's comments that "Pierre doesn't matter in this league" were silly on face value, especially… Comcast SportsNet Mid Atlantic Football Sports & Recreation SaveMore like thisRemove Here Are All The Reasons People Think There's Something Big Happening In North Korea A whirlwind of speculation has surrounded North Korea within the past month as the country's leader Kim Jong-Un has not been seen in public since Sept. 3.  Separating truth from fiction in North Korea can be incredibly difficult. Some are speculating that supreme leader Kim Jong-Un may have been… Business Insider from RSS Politics North Korea Kim Jong-un SaveMore like thisRemove So why exactly hasn't Oklahoma QB Trevor Knight called Katy Perry? Trevor Knight still hadn't called Katy Perry, at least as of early Monday afternoon -- more than two days after the pop princess basically pleaded for the Oklahoma quarterback to do so on national television. One she got wrong, however, was her choice of Knight's Sooners over TCU. Trevor Knight, do… Los Angeles Times from RSS Celebrities Katy Perry Trevor Knight SaveMore like thisRemove Living Paycheck to Paycheck? Here's Your Solution. This step-by-step article exposes a ridiculously simple method to add $1,000's to your bottom line year after year.AdChoicesMedia ForceSponsored Play Jennifer Garner Is Smoking Hot in a LBD It was the Alexander And The Terrible, Horrible, No Good, Very Bad Day world premiere and stars had lined the red carpet for the Disney movie. Splash News Movies SaveMore like thisRemove 'Too late' for Syrian border town as air strikes fail: analysts Paris (AFP) - A lack of ground support for air strikes against Islamic State jihadists, and Turkey's reluctance to step in militarily, have all but sealed the fate of the besieged Syrian border town of Kobane, analysts said Tuesday. AFP57 mins ago Politics Syria Turkey SaveMore like thisRemove A Man Says Comcast Called His Boss And Got Him Fired After He Complained About Its Service This is another report of poor customer service from Comcast. Business Insider Business Comcast SaveMore like thisRemove Ford Focus/Mondeo ST Rendering Makes Us Drool You probably already know that the Ford Mondeo is the European version of our Ford Fusion. You also probably already know that the current Fusion has been well-received by the press in part because of its solid driving dynamics. But what you might not know is that Ford’s large and lovely sedan… Boldride37 mins ago Autos Transportation Ford Motor Company SaveMore like thisRemove Jessica Simpson's Husband Wears Her Underwear as a Mask: See the Pic Jessica Simpson had a fantastic glittery mask painted on her face for Ashlee Simpson's presumably... E! Online from RSS Celebrities Jessica Simpson SaveMore like thisRemove 8 Annoying iPhone Default Settings (and How to Fix Them) Many of the default settings of the iPhone can be worrisome, imperfect, or downright annoying. Here's 8 to change. Yahoo Tech Smart Phones Technology & Electronics IPhone SaveMore like thisRemove Cruise Roundtrip from SF with Princess Cruises! Convenient and affordable roundtrip cruises from San Francisco to Hawaii, Alaska, and more! No airfare required!AdChoicesPrincess CruisesSponsored Compare and contrast the first-class Delta menus for the Orioles and Seahawks Stop complaining, professional football player. SB Nation The Orioles SaveMore like thisRemove Real Housewives of New Jersey Recap: Teresa Aprea's Secret Is Out! In the Oct. 5 episode of The Real Housewives of New Jersey, the rumor about Teresa Aprea's husband is finally out in the open -- read Us Weekly's recap Us Weekly The Real Housewives The Real Housewives of New Jersey SaveMore like thisRemove Beardless Jesus Discovered On Early Christian Artifact Unearthed In Spain Spanish archaeologists have found a depiction of Jesus that dates back to the 4th century, making it one of the earliest images of the Christian deity ever unearthed.The discovery raises questions about when and how Christianity arrived in Spain -- but some history buffs are much more interested in… Huffington Post Spain Jesus SaveMore like thisRemove Play Video Man confronts panhandler after seeing her in new car Imagine giving money to someone panhandling in the street, only to see them driving a new car the next day. KFSN – Fresno Transport Accident Autos SaveMore like thisRemove Home prices headed for a triple dip Home prices are still higher compared to last year, but now, suddenly, it looks as if values could actually go negative on a national level. CNBC.com Real Estate Real estate pricing Real estate economics SaveMore like thisRemove Being a Stay-at-Home Parent Is a Luxury, for Your Spouse I Realized, for the 1st Time Ever, That I Didn’t Have Anything to Prove Good Morning America Parenting SaveMore like thisRemove What is a stroke? Watch Dr. Knoepflmacher explain. Dr. Paul Knoepflmacher details stroke and more at Healthination.AdChoicesHealthiNationSponsored 1,200HP Pontiac Firebird Heading to Auction We see a lot of cars go to auction— classics, supercars, sportscars. But this might be one of the coolest I’ve seen in recent history. It’s a 1970 Pontiac Firebird Resto Mod that is ready to unleash fury on anyone who dares drive it. It features a twin-turbocharged V8 that puts out a bunch of Boldride Transportation SaveMore like thisRemove Load more stories)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9682&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 19, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 2006 Readers write Admire Hall’s ability to express hope I am deeply appreciative of the thoughts expressed in the poem, "No wall high enough," by Budd L. Hall, published in the September 2006 issue of Teacher. His words echo my own beliefs, and I would like him to know that I admire his ability to express his hopes. I would also like permission to send copies to my eight mature grandchildren, and my other relatives, friends, and my political representatives. R. Havard Smithers Teaching is about people A teachers’ job is never done is an adage as true today as it was 30 years ago. As someone who taught 20 years, and worked in coaching and professional capacities with my local union, the experience has left me with a different perspective on what is important in our field. Now that I have been on LTD for several years, my perspective has been altered. I spent so much time keeping my nose to the grindstone that those who had left teaching due to physical or mental strains were quickly forgotten. I was busy enough trying to keep my head above water, let alone worry about someone gone. One person I taught with had a heart attack and was off for several months; I did send him a card and felt I had at least shown recognition of his difficult times. Most physical ailments heal and the person returns to work. However, some don’t heal and the person doesn’t return. While no one is irreplaceable, people who have made a contribution deserve to be remembered. To remember those who have left is a sign of respect for the profession of teaching, one that says yes, education matters, and individual teachers matter, too. Veteran teachers have a responsibility to demonstrate the way things should be done to incoming teachers; to show how those who have given years to teaching, and are now gone, are also important. The Federation provides wonderful financial support to those on LTD and SIP, and this demonstrates the collegiality that reflects why our Federation has been so successful over the years. Very few professions extend financial support such as that which comes from the BCTF. As one who has benefited greatly from this financial support, I have heartfelt appreciation for the BCTF membership. In the final analysis, teaching is about people—students, teachers, parents—and society at large. An appreciation of the efforts of those who have left abruptly shows recognition of the humanity that bonds us all, and for many of us reflects why education is so important and why we went into teaching in the first place. Steven Faraher-Amidon Surrey Students more polite than educators I was so pleased to be able to attend the morning event with students to hear His Holiness the Dalai Lama on September 8, 2006. All of the students were remarkable—attentive, polite and very well behaved. The afternoon event with educators was, unfortunately, disappointing in the respect that the attendees were not particularly attentive or polite. I had to stand up twice for people to come and go, others were late and there was chatting in the aisles. The rudest thing was for people to be rushing out when the guests were still on the stage at the close of the event. I think a number of these ‘educators’ thought they were at a hockey game or something! I was glad my students were not there to witness this behaviour. However, in the spirit of the message of the Dalai Lama I am letting go of my annoyance! Ellen McDonnell Burnaby Historical perspective right on! Two predominant thoughts emanate from Ken Novakowski’s article "Historical perspectives" in the October issue of Teacher. He has an amazing grasp of the significance of history in terms of personal, cultural, and institutional developments. Your article underlines what I have long thought. Locally, in terms of bargaining learning and teaching conditions and rights, the Federation has made fantastic gains, with some temporary setbacks, including the provincial institution of the College of Teachers in 1987. In the 1960s and the 1970s, when the BCTF even managed to have the provincial exams cancelled, I was fond of quoting an art education profession from Stanford University, Elliot Eisner, who stated, "What is counted, counts." Your article is right on regarding what is happening in the public school system today. John Church Vancouver, retired)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/ContactUs.aspx?id=142,BCTF > PSID Administrative Staff  	Contact us  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Contact Us Professional and Social Issues Division Administrative Staff Note: Use the area code "604" and prefix "871" with the local number for the direct phone line.   Local  E-mail Address  Position  Administrative Staff        Ellen Ellis 1849 eellis@bctf.ca   Director  Alison Davies 1823 adavies@bctf.ca   Assistant Director—Teacher Mentoring Jenny Garrels 1871 jgarrels@bctf.ca   Assistant Director—Professional Development/PQT-Teacher Inquiry Kathy Hartman 1842 khartman@bctf.ca   Assistant Director—Social Justice Janice Neden  1845 jneden@bctf.ca   Assistant Director—PSA/Curriculum/Ed. Policy  Susan Ruzic 1850 sruzic@bctf.ca   Assistant Director—Social Justice Kelly Shields 1879 kshields@bctf.ca  Assistant Director—Leadership Dev./Training/TTOC  Gail Stromquist 1854 gstromquist@bctf.ca   Assistant Director—Aboriginal Ed.  Marie-Claude Tremblay 1844 mctremblay@bctf.ca   Assistant Director—French Programs/New Teachers Support/Liaison with universities Patti Turner 1803 pturner@bctf.ca  Assistant Director—Peer Support/ Internal Mediation/ Judicial Council  Support Staff        Marion Shukin 1804 mshukin@bctf.ca   Supervisor Pat Balango 1800 pbalango@bctf.ca   Administrative Assistant─IMS/Judicial Council Ruby Best 1867 rbest@bctf.ca   Administrative Assistant─Power Point Leslie Galicchio 1801 lgalicchio@bctf.ca   Administrative Secretary─Social Justice Betty Goto 1802 bgoto@bctf.ca   Administrative Assistant─PSA Sasha Gray 1807 sgray@bctf.ca   Administrative Secretary─Aboriginal Ed. Michele Hope 1860 mhope@bctf.ca   Administrative Assistant─SURT workshops Cecilia Huard de la Marre 1869 chuarddelamarre@bctf.ca  Administrative Assistant─French Programs Wendy Leslie 1814 wleslie@bctf.ca   Administrative Secretary─Teacher Mentoring Bonnie Quan-Symons 1857 bquansymons@bctf.ca   Administrative Secretary─PSI Workshops Michele Steele 1809 msteele@bctf.ca   Administrative Assistant─FLI/TTOC Sarah Young 1806 syoung@bctf.ca   Administrative Secretary─Director   About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/contacts.cfm?page=presidents&sort=1&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true,BCTF Contacts Home E-mail Lists Links A to Z Index Contact Us Help SITE SEARCH Quick Links BCTF formsBCTF NewsFrançaisLabour linksPensionsTeacher NewsmagazineTeaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Contact Us > Local Presidents Local Presidents and Contact Information Sorted by local name. Click here for sort by local number. *Sublocal       O: Office   OF: Office Fax Abbotsford District Teachers' Association (34) Doug Smuland 2570 Cyril Street Abbotsford, BC  V2S 2G2 O: 604-854-1946 OF: 604-850-5100 lp34@bctf.ca Alberni District Teachers' Union (701) Ken Zydyk 4913 Argyle Street Port Alberni, BC  V9Y 1V6 O: 250-724-5021 OF: 250-724-0442 lp701@bctf.ca Arrow Lakes Teachers' Association (10) Ric Bardati Box 422 New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0 O: 250-265-7062 OF: N/A lp10@bctf.ca Boundary District Teachers' Association (51) Norm Sabourin Box 634, 1815D Central Ave Grand Forks, BC  V0H 1H0 O: 250-442-3330 OF: N/A lp51@bctf.ca Bulkley Valley Teachers' Union (54) Ilona Weiss PO Box 2137, 3772 C 1st Ave Smithers, BC  V0J 2N0 O: 250-847-3127 OF: 250-847-3123 lp54@bctf.ca Burnaby Teachers' Association (41) Rae Figursky 115-3993 Henning Drive Burnaby, BC  V5C 6P7 O: 604 294-8141 OF: 604 294-9846 lp41@bctf.ca Burns Lake District Teachers' Union (55) Kathryn Warren Box 464 Burns Lake, BC  V0J 1E0 O: 250-692-7932 OF: 250-692-7597 lp55@bctf.ca Campbell River District Teachers' Association (72) Dave Harper 202-871 Island Hwy Campbell River, BC  V9W 2C2 O: 250-286-1663 OF: 250-286-1679 lp72@bctf.ca Cariboo-Chilcotin Teachers' Association (27) Murray Helmer 124D North 2nd Avenue Williams Lake, BC  V2G 1Z6 O: 250-398-7221 OF: 250-398-5913 lp27@bctf.ca Central Coast Teachers' Association (49) Marc Hedges Box 253 Hagensborg, BC  V0T 1H0 O: 250-982-2354 OF: 250-982-2354 lp49@bctf.ca Central Okanagan Teachers' Association (23) Susan Bauhart 210-1751 Harvey Avenue Kelowna, BC  V1Y 6G4 O: 250-860-3866 OF: 250-862-3024 lp23@bctf.ca Chetwynd Teachers' Association* (592) Leanne Robertson Box 2665 Chetwynd, BC  V0C 1J0 O: 250-788-2267 OF: 250-788-9729 lp592@bctf.ca Chilliwack Teachers' Association (33) Clint Johnston 203-45970 Airport Road Chilliwack, BC  V2P 1A2 O: 604-792-9233 OF: 604-792-9389 lp33@bctf.ca Comox District Teachers' Association (71) Nick Moore 491 4th Street Ste. C Courtenay, BC  V9N 1G9 O: 250-338-1461 OF: 250-338-1657 lp71@bctf.ca Coquitlam Teachers' Association (43) Charley King 208-2502 St. Johns Street Port Moody, BC  V3H 2B4 O: 604-936-9971 OF: 604-936-7515 lp43@bctf.ca Cowichan District Teachers' Association (65) Naomi Nilsson 201-394 Duncan Street Duncan, BC  V9L 3W4 O: 250-748-2251 OF: 250-748-5243 lp65@bctf.ca Cranbrook District Teachers' Association (2) Shelley Balfour 304-105 9th Avenue South Cranbrook, BC  V1C 2M1 O: 250-489-3717 OF: 250-489-3727 lp02@bctf.ca Creston Valley Teachers' Association (861) Becky Blair 1001 Railway Boulevard Creston, BC  V0B 1G3 O: 250-428-7006 OF: 250-428-8602 lp861@bctf.ca Delta Teachers' Association (37) Paul Steer 110-4977 Trenant St Delta, BC  V4K 2K5 O: 604-946-0391 OF: 604-946-1629 lp37@bctf.ca Fernie District Teachers' Association (1) Christina Smith Box 10 Fernie, BC  V0B 1M0 O: 250-423-3333 OF: 250-423-6134 lp01@bctf.ca Fort Nelson District Teachers' Association (81) Greg Gerwing Box 2031 Fort Nelson, BC  V0C 1R0 O: 250-775-1824 OF: N/A lp81@bctf.ca Fraser-Cascade Teachers' Association (78) Lynne Marvell Unit E, Box 1238 Hope, BC  V0X 1L0 O: 604-869-9383 OF: 604-869-3236 lp78@bctf.ca Gold Trail Teachers' Association (74) Cameron Rittinger Box 1437 Ashcroft, BC  V0K 1A0 O: 250-453-2696 OF: 250-453-2696 lp74@bctf.ca Golden Teachers' Association (18) Mike Archibald Box 430 Golden, BC  V0A 1H0 O: 250-344-5885 OF: 250-344-5890 lp18@bctf.ca Greater Victoria Teachers' Association (61) Bénula Larsen 965 Alston Street Victoria, BC  V9A 3S5 O: 250-595-0181 OF: 250-595-0189 lp61@bctf.ca Gulf Islands Teachers' Association (64) Deborah Nostdal Box 537 Salt Spring Island, BC  V8K 2W2 O: 250-537-4990 OF: 250-537-4990 lp64@bctf.ca Haida Gwaii Teachers' Association (50) Jennifer Jury c/o PO Box 325 Queen Charlotte City, BC  V0T 1S0 O: 250-637-1805 OF: N/A lp50@bctf.ca Kamloops Thompson Teachers' Association (73) David Komljenovic 202/204-1157 12th Street Kamloops, BC  V2B 7L2 O: 250-554-1223 OF: 250-554-1311 lp73@bctf.ca Kimberley Teachers' Association (3) Sally Struthers 201-144 Deer Park Avenue Kimberley, BC  V1A 2J4 O: 250-432-9729 OF: N/A lp03@bctf.ca Kitimat District Teachers' Association (80) Kim Meyer 233 Enterprise Avenue Kitimat, BC  V8C 2C8 O: 250-632-3109 OF: 250-632-3108 lp80@bctf.ca Kootenay Columbia Teachers' Union (20) Andy Davidoff 1657 Hwy 3A Castlegar, BC  V1N 4N5 O: 250-364-1740 OF: 250-364-1750 lp20@bctf.ca Kootenay Lake Teachers' Association* (862) Cam Zuk Box 671 Kaslo, BC  V0G 1M0 O: 250-353-2227 OF: N/A lp862@bctf.ca Lake Cowichan Teachers' Association (66) Chris Rolls 5610 West Riverbottom Rd Duncan, BC  V9L 6H9 O: 250-748-0011 OF: N/A lp66@bctf.ca Langley Teachers' Association (35) Gail Chaddock Costello 100-5786 Glover Road Langley, BC  V3A 4H9 O: 604-533-1618 OF: 604-533-1400 lp35@bctf.ca Mackenzie Teachers' Association* (572) Shannon Pride Box 1836 Mackenzie, BC  V0J 2C0 O: 250-997-6340 OF: N/A lp572@bctf.ca Maple Ridge Teachers' Association (42) George Serra 11771 Fraser Street Maple Ridge, BC  V2X 6C6 O: 604-467-2111 OF: 604-467-0815 lp42@bctf.ca McBride-Valemount Teachers' Association* (573) Jennifer L'Arrivee 2265 Red Tail Road Mcbride, BC  V0J 2E0 O: 250-569-2295 OF: N/A lp573@bctf.ca Mission Teachers' Union (75) Mark Bradshaw 100-33344 2nd Ave Mission, BC  V2V 1K3 O: 604-826-0112 OF: 604-826-3435 lp75@bctf.ca Mount Arrowsmith Teachers' Association (69) Debbie Morran Box 1286 Parksville, BC  V9P 2H3 O: 250-248-3496 OF: 250-248-3440 lp69@bctf.ca Nanaimo District Teachers' Association (68) Mike Ball 3137 Barons Road Nanaimo, BC  V9T 5W5 O: 250-756-1237 OF: 250-756-0188 lp68@bctf.ca Nechako Teachers' Union (56) Thomas Thalheimer Box 978 Vanderhoof, BC  V0J 3A0 O: 250-567-5040 OF: 250-567-5060 lp56@bctf.ca Nelson District Teachers' Association (7) Paul Boscariol PO Box 1012 Nelson, BC  V1L 6A5 O: 250-354-4142 OF: 250-354-1558 lp07@bctf.ca New Westminster Teachers' Union (40) Grant Osborne 607 Columbia St New Westminster, BC  V3M 1A7 O: 604-526-8990 OF: 604-526-8912 lp40@bctf.ca Nicola Valley Teachers' Union (31) Peter Vogt Box 849 Merritt, BC  V1K 1B8 O: 250-378-5060 OF: 250-378-5060 lp31@bctf.ca Nisga'a Teachers' Union (92) Richard Hotson Box 226 New Aiyansh, BC  V0J 1A0 O: 250-633-2571 OF: 250-633-2574 lp92@bctf.ca North Okanagan-Shuswap Teachers' Association (83) Brenda O'Dell Box 187 Salmon Arm, BC  V1E 4N3 O: 250-832-1933 OF: 250-832-4592 lp83@bctf.ca North Vancouver Teachers' Association (44) Carolyn Pena 100 - 133 West 17th Street North Vancouver, BC  V7M 1V5 O: 604 988-3224 OF: 604 980-8092 lp44@bctf.ca Okanagan Skaha Teachers' Union (67) Leslea Woodward 697 Martin Street Penticton, BC  V2A 5L5 O: 250-492-4915 OF: 250-492-5540 lp67@bctf.ca Peace River North Teachers' Association (60) Michele Wiebe Box 6057 Fort St John, BC  V1J 4H6 O: 250-785-8881 OF: 250-785-8881 lp60@bctf.ca Peace River South Teachers' Association (591) Lorraine MacKay Box 145 Dawson Creek, BC  V1G 4G3 O: 250-782-1284 OF: 250-782-1280 lp591@bctf.ca Powell River District Teachers' Association (47) Cathy Fisher 201-4400 Marine Avenue Powell River, BC  V8A 2K1 O: 604-485-5212 OF: 604-485-2882 lp47@bctf.ca Prince George District Teachers' Association (571) Tina Cousins 101-1968 Queensway Prince George, BC  V2L 1M2 O: 250-562-7214 OF: 250-562-5743 lp571@bctf.ca Prince Rupert District Teachers' Union (52) Kathy Murphy c/o Fisherman's Hall, 869 Fraser Street Prince Rupert, BC  V8J 1R1 O: 250-627-1700 OF: 250-624-6784 lp52@bctf.ca Princeton District Teachers' Union (17) Robert Tarswell Box 1019 Princeton, BC  V0X 1W0 O: 250-295-6684 OF: 250-295-6684 lp17@bctf.ca Quesnel District Teachers' Association (28) Lisa Kishkan Box 4643 Quesnel, BC  V2J 3J8 O: 250-992-3737 OF: 250-992-3638 lp28@bctf.ca Revelstoke Teachers' Association (19) Jennifer Wolney Box 72 Revelstoke, BC  V0E 2S0 O: 250-837-2255 OF: 250-837-2255 lp19@bctf.ca Richmond Teachers' Association (38) Al Klassen 210-7360 Westminster Hwy Richmond, BC  V6X 1A1 O: 604-278-2539 OF: 604-278-4320 lp38@bctf.ca Saanich Teachers' Association (63) Mark Skanks 6843 Central Saanich Road Saanichton, BC  V8Z 5V4 O: 778-426-1426 OF: 778-426-0716 lp63@bctf.ca Sea to Sky Teachers' Association (48) Carl Walker 104-40775 Tantalus Rd Squamish, BC  V8B 0N2 O: 604-892-3056 OF: 604-892-2296 lp48@bctf.ca SEPF (93) Sylvie Liechtele 100-550 West 6th Avenue Vancouver, BC  V5Z 4P2 O: 604-871-1866 OF: N/A lp93@bctf.ca Sooke Teachers' Association (62) Ian Johnson 201-716 Goldstream Avenue Victoria, BC  V9B 2X3 O: 250-474-3181 OF: 250-474-5555 lp62@bctf.ca South Okanagan Similkameen Teachers' Union (53) Sylvia Slater Box 1586 Oliver, BC  V0H 1T0 O: 250-498-2255 OF: N/A lp53@bctf.ca Stikine Teachers' Association (87) Asa Berg c/o Asa Berg, Box 469 Atlin, BC  V0W 1A0 O: 250-651-7820 OF: 250-651-7820 lp87@bctf.ca Sunshine Coast Teachers' Association (46) Louise Herle Box 951 Sechelt, BC  V0N 3A0 O: 604-885-7944 OF: 604-885-9837 lp46@bctf.ca Surrey Teachers' Association (36) Jennifer Wadge 201-9030 King George Boulevard Surrey, BC  V3V 7Y3 O: 604-594-5353 OF: 604-594-5176 lp36@bctf.ca Terrace District Teachers' Union (881) Cathy Lambright 4733 Park Avenue Terrace, BC  V8G 1W2 O: 250-635-4659 OF: N/A lp881@bctf.ca Tumbler Ridge Teachers' Association* (593) Karen Edwards 127 Gwillim Crescent, Box 1003 Tumbler Ridge, BC  V0C 2W0 O: 250-242-5281 OF: 250-242-5785 lp593@bctf.ca Upper Skeena Teachers* (882) Joslyn Bagg Box 562 New Hazelton, BC  V0J 2Y0 O: 250-842-6613 OF: N/A lp882@bctf.ca Vancouver Elementary School Teachers' Association (391) Dan Graves 2915 Commercial Dr Vancouver, BC  V5N 4C8 O: 604-873-8378 OF: 604-873-2652 lp391@bctf.ca Vancouver Island North Teachers' Association (85) Shawn Gough Box 5151, 6855 Market St Port Hardy, BC  V0N 2P0 O: 250-949-8888 OF: 250-949-8882 lp85@bctf.ca Vancouver Island West Teachers' Union (84) Ryan Meise PO Box 137 Gold River, BC  V0P 1G0 O: 250-283-9081 OF: N/A lp84@bctf.ca Vancouver Secondary Teachers' Association (392) Debbie Pawluk 2915 Commercial Drive Vancouver, BC  V5N 4C8 O: 604-873-5570 OF: 604-873-3916 lp392@bctf.ca Vernon Teachers' Association (22) Heather Malcolm 4004 31st Street Vernon, BC  V1T 5J6 O: 250-542-0456 OF: 250-542-0564 lp22@bctf.ca West Vancouver Teachers' Association (45) Rob Millard 4915 Marine Drive West Vancouver, BC  V7W 2P5 O: 604-926-1617 OF: 604-926-1119 lp45@bctf.ca Windermere Teachers' Association (4) Doug Murray Box 478 Invermere, BC  V0A 1K0 O: 250-341-5158 OF: N/A lp04@bctf.ca About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy Close Window Print Page   Local Presidents and Contact Information Sorted by local name. Click here for sort by local number. *Sublocal       O: Office   OF: Office Fax Abbotsford District Teachers' Association (34) Doug Smuland 2570 Cyril Street Abbotsford, BC  V2S 2G2 O: 604-854-1946 OF: 604-850-5100 lp34@bctf.ca Alberni District Teachers' Union (701) Ken Zydyk 4913 Argyle Street Port Alberni, BC  V9Y 1V6 O: 250-724-5021 OF: 250-724-0442 lp701@bctf.ca Arrow Lakes Teachers' Association (10) Ric Bardati Box 422 New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0 O: 250-265-7062 OF: N/A lp10@bctf.ca Boundary District Teachers' Association (51) Norm Sabourin Box 634, 1815D Central Ave Grand Forks, BC  V0H 1H0 O: 250-442-3330 OF: N/A lp51@bctf.ca Bulkley Valley Teachers' Union (54) Ilona Weiss PO Box 2137, 3772 C 1st Ave Smithers, BC  V0J 2N0 O: 250-847-3127 OF: 250-847-3123 lp54@bctf.ca Burnaby Teachers' Association (41) Rae Figursky 115-3993 Henning Drive Burnaby, BC  V5C 6P7 O: 604 294-8141 OF: 604 294-9846 lp41@bctf.ca Burns Lake District Teachers' Union (55) Kathryn Warren Box 464 Burns Lake, BC  V0J 1E0 O: 250-692-7932 OF: 250-692-7597 lp55@bctf.ca Campbell River District Teachers' Association (72) Dave Harper 202-871 Island Hwy Campbell River, BC  V9W 2C2 O: 250-286-1663 OF: 250-286-1679 lp72@bctf.ca Cariboo-Chilcotin Teachers' Association (27) Murray Helmer 124D North 2nd Avenue Williams Lake, BC  V2G 1Z6 O: 250-398-7221 OF: 250-398-5913 lp27@bctf.ca Central Coast Teachers' Association (49) Marc Hedges Box 253 Hagensborg, BC  V0T 1H0 O: 250-982-2354 OF: 250-982-2354 lp49@bctf.ca Central Okanagan Teachers' Association (23) Susan Bauhart 210-1751 Harvey Avenue Kelowna, BC  V1Y 6G4 O: 250-860-3866 OF: 250-862-3024 lp23@bctf.ca Chetwynd Teachers' Association* (592) Leanne Robertson Box 2665 Chetwynd, BC  V0C 1J0 O: 250-788-2267 OF: 250-788-9729 lp592@bctf.ca Chilliwack Teachers' Association (33) Clint Johnston 203-45970 Airport Road Chilliwack, BC  V2P 1A2 O: 604-792-9233 OF: 604-792-9389 lp33@bctf.ca Comox District Teachers' Association (71) Nick Moore 491 4th Street Ste. C Courtenay, BC  V9N 1G9 O: 250-338-1461 OF: 250-338-1657 lp71@bctf.ca Coquitlam Teachers' Association (43) Charley King 208-2502 St. Johns Street Port Moody, BC  V3H 2B4 O: 604-936-9971 OF: 604-936-7515 lp43@bctf.ca Cowichan District Teachers' Association (65) Naomi Nilsson 201-394 Duncan Street Duncan, BC  V9L 3W4 O: 250-748-2251 OF: 250-748-5243 lp65@bctf.ca Cranbrook District Teachers' Association (2) Shelley Balfour 304-105 9th Avenue South Cranbrook, BC  V1C 2M1 O: 250-489-3717 OF: 250-489-3727 lp02@bctf.ca Creston Valley Teachers' Association (861) Becky Blair 1001 Railway Boulevard Creston, BC  V0B 1G3 O: 250-428-7006 OF: 250-428-8602 lp861@bctf.ca Delta Teachers' Association (37) Paul Steer 110-4977 Trenant St Delta, BC  V4K 2K5 O: 604-946-0391 OF: 604-946-1629 lp37@bctf.ca Fernie District Teachers' Association (1) Christina Smith Box 10 Fernie, BC  V0B 1M0 O: 250-423-3333 OF: 250-423-6134 lp01@bctf.ca Fort Nelson District Teachers' Association (81) Greg Gerwing Box 2031 Fort Nelson, BC  V0C 1R0 O: 250-775-1824 OF: N/A lp81@bctf.ca Fraser-Cascade Teachers' Association (78) Lynne Marvell Unit E, Box 1238 Hope, BC  V0X 1L0 O: 604-869-9383 OF: 604-869-3236 lp78@bctf.ca Gold Trail Teachers' Association (74) Cameron Rittinger Box 1437 Ashcroft, BC  V0K 1A0 O: 250-453-2696 OF: 250-453-2696 lp74@bctf.ca Golden Teachers' Association (18) Mike Archibald Box 430 Golden, BC  V0A 1H0 O: 250-344-5885 OF: 250-344-5890 lp18@bctf.ca Greater Victoria Teachers' Association (61) Bénula Larsen 965 Alston Street Victoria, BC  V9A 3S5 O: 250-595-0181 OF: 250-595-0189 lp61@bctf.ca Gulf Islands Teachers' Association (64) Deborah Nostdal Box 537 Salt Spring Island, BC  V8K 2W2 O: 250-537-4990 OF: 250-537-4990 lp64@bctf.ca Haida Gwaii Teachers' Association (50) Jennifer Jury c/o PO Box 325 Queen Charlotte City, BC  V0T 1S0 O: 250-637-1805 OF: N/A lp50@bctf.ca Kamloops Thompson Teachers' Association (73) David Komljenovic 202/204-1157 12th Street Kamloops, BC  V2B 7L2 O: 250-554-1223 OF: 250-554-1311 lp73@bctf.ca Kimberley Teachers' Association (3) Sally Struthers 201-144 Deer Park Avenue Kimberley, BC  V1A 2J4 O: 250-432-9729 OF: N/A lp03@bctf.ca Kitimat District Teachers' Association (80) Kim Meyer 233 Enterprise Avenue Kitimat, BC  V8C 2C8 O: 250-632-3109 OF: 250-632-3108 lp80@bctf.ca Kootenay Columbia Teachers' Union (20) Andy Davidoff 1657 Hwy 3A Castlegar, BC  V1N 4N5 O: 250-364-1740 OF: 250-364-1750 lp20@bctf.ca Kootenay Lake Teachers' Association* (862) Cam Zuk Box 671 Kaslo, BC  V0G 1M0 O: 250-353-2227 OF: N/A lp862@bctf.ca Lake Cowichan Teachers' Association (66) Chris Rolls 5610 West Riverbottom Rd Duncan, BC  V9L 6H9 O: 250-748-0011 OF: N/A lp66@bctf.ca Langley Teachers' Association (35) Gail Chaddock Costello 100-5786 Glover Road Langley, BC  V3A 4H9 O: 604-533-1618 OF: 604-533-1400 lp35@bctf.ca Mackenzie Teachers' Association* (572) Shannon Pride Box 1836 Mackenzie, BC  V0J 2C0 O: 250-997-6340 OF: N/A lp572@bctf.ca Maple Ridge Teachers' Association (42) George Serra 11771 Fraser Street Maple Ridge, BC  V2X 6C6 O: 604-467-2111 OF: 604-467-0815 lp42@bctf.ca McBride-Valemount Teachers' Association* (573) Jennifer L'Arrivee 2265 Red Tail Road Mcbride, BC  V0J 2E0 O: 250-569-2295 OF: N/A lp573@bctf.ca Mission Teachers' Union (75) Mark Bradshaw 100-33344 2nd Ave Mission, BC  V2V 1K3 O: 604-826-0112 OF: 604-826-3435 lp75@bctf.ca Mount Arrowsmith Teachers' Association (69) Debbie Morran Box 1286 Parksville, BC  V9P 2H3 O: 250-248-3496 OF: 250-248-3440 lp69@bctf.ca Nanaimo District Teachers' Association (68) Mike Ball 3137 Barons Road Nanaimo, BC  V9T 5W5 O: 250-756-1237 OF: 250-756-0188 lp68@bctf.ca Nechako Teachers' Union (56) Thomas Thalheimer Box 978 Vanderhoof, BC  V0J 3A0 O: 250-567-5040 OF: 250-567-5060 lp56@bctf.ca Nelson District Teachers' Association (7) Paul Boscariol PO Box 1012 Nelson, BC  V1L 6A5 O: 250-354-4142 OF: 250-354-1558 lp07@bctf.ca New Westminster Teachers' Union (40) Grant Osborne 607 Columbia St New Westminster, BC  V3M 1A7 O: 604-526-8990 OF: 604-526-8912 lp40@bctf.ca Nicola Valley Teachers' Union (31) Peter Vogt Box 849 Merritt, BC  V1K 1B8 O: 250-378-5060 OF: 250-378-5060 lp31@bctf.ca Nisga'a Teachers' Union (92) Richard Hotson Box 226 New Aiyansh, BC  V0J 1A0 O: 250-633-2571 OF: 250-633-2574 lp92@bctf.ca North Okanagan-Shuswap Teachers' Association (83) Brenda O'Dell Box 187 Salmon Arm, BC  V1E 4N3 O: 250-832-1933 OF: 250-832-4592 lp83@bctf.ca North Vancouver Teachers' Association (44) Carolyn Pena 100 - 133 West 17th Street North Vancouver, BC  V7M 1V5 O: 604 988-3224 OF: 604 980-8092 lp44@bctf.ca Okanagan Skaha Teachers' Union (67) Leslea Woodward 697 Martin Street Penticton, BC  V2A 5L5 O: 250-492-4915 OF: 250-492-5540 lp67@bctf.ca Peace River North Teachers' Association (60) Michele Wiebe Box 6057 Fort St John, BC  V1J 4H6 O: 250-785-8881 OF: 250-785-8881 lp60@bctf.ca Peace River South Teachers' Association (591) Lorraine MacKay Box 145 Dawson Creek, BC  V1G 4G3 O: 250-782-1284 OF: 250-782-1280 lp591@bctf.ca Powell River District Teachers' Association (47) Cathy Fisher 201-4400 Marine Avenue Powell River, BC  V8A 2K1 O: 604-485-5212 OF: 604-485-2882 lp47@bctf.ca Prince George District Teachers' Association (571) Tina Cousins 101-1968 Queensway Prince George, BC  V2L 1M2 O: 250-562-7214 OF: 250-562-5743 lp571@bctf.ca Prince Rupert District Teachers' Union (52) Kathy Murphy c/o Fisherman's Hall, 869 Fraser Street Prince Rupert, BC  V8J 1R1 O: 250-627-1700 OF: 250-624-6784 lp52@bctf.ca Princeton District Teachers' Union (17) Robert Tarswell Box 1019 Princeton, BC  V0X 1W0 O: 250-295-6684 OF: 250-295-6684 lp17@bctf.ca Quesnel District Teachers' Association (28) Lisa Kishkan Box 4643 Quesnel, BC  V2J 3J8 O: 250-992-3737 OF: 250-992-3638 lp28@bctf.ca Revelstoke Teachers' Association (19) Jennifer Wolney Box 72 Revelstoke, BC  V0E 2S0 O: 250-837-2255 OF: 250-837-2255 lp19@bctf.ca Richmond Teachers' Association (38) Al Klassen 210-7360 Westminster Hwy Richmond, BC  V6X 1A1 O: 604-278-2539 OF: 604-278-4320 lp38@bctf.ca Saanich Teachers' Association (63) Mark Skanks 6843 Central Saanich Road Saanichton, BC  V8Z 5V4 O: 778-426-1426 OF: 778-426-0716 lp63@bctf.ca Sea to Sky Teachers' Association (48) Carl Walker 104-40775 Tantalus Rd Squamish, BC  V8B 0N2 O: 604-892-3056 OF: 604-892-2296 lp48@bctf.ca SEPF (93) Sylvie Liechtele 100-550 West 6th Avenue Vancouver, BC  V5Z 4P2 O: 604-871-1866 OF: N/A lp93@bctf.ca Sooke Teachers' Association (62) Ian Johnson 201-716 Goldstream Avenue Victoria, BC  V9B 2X3 O: 250-474-3181 OF: 250-474-5555 lp62@bctf.ca South Okanagan Similkameen Teachers' Union (53) Sylvia Slater Box 1586 Oliver, BC  V0H 1T0 O: 250-498-2255 OF: N/A lp53@bctf.ca Stikine Teachers' Association (87) Asa Berg c/o Asa Berg, Box 469 Atlin, BC  V0W 1A0 O: 250-651-7820 OF: 250-651-7820 lp87@bctf.ca Sunshine Coast Teachers' Association (46) Louise Herle Box 951 Sechelt, BC  V0N 3A0 O: 604-885-7944 OF: 604-885-9837 lp46@bctf.ca Surrey Teachers' Association (36) Jennifer Wadge 201-9030 King George Boulevard Surrey, BC  V3V 7Y3 O: 604-594-5353 OF: 604-594-5176 lp36@bctf.ca Terrace District Teachers' Union (881) Cathy Lambright 4733 Park Avenue Terrace, BC  V8G 1W2 O: 250-635-4659 OF: N/A lp881@bctf.ca Tumbler Ridge Teachers' Association* (593) Karen Edwards 127 Gwillim Crescent, Box 1003 Tumbler Ridge, BC  V0C 2W0 O: 250-242-5281 OF: 250-242-5785 lp593@bctf.ca Upper Skeena Teachers* (882) Joslyn Bagg Box 562 New Hazelton, BC  V0J 2Y0 O: 250-842-6613 OF: N/A lp882@bctf.ca Vancouver Elementary School Teachers' Association (391) Dan Graves 2915 Commercial Dr Vancouver, BC  V5N 4C8 O: 604-873-8378 OF: 604-873-2652 lp391@bctf.ca Vancouver Island North Teachers' Association (85) Shawn Gough Box 5151, 6855 Market St Port Hardy, BC  V0N 2P0 O: 250-949-8888 OF: 250-949-8882 lp85@bctf.ca Vancouver Island West Teachers' Union (84) Ryan Meise PO Box 137 Gold River, BC  V0P 1G0 O: 250-283-9081 OF: N/A lp84@bctf.ca Vancouver Secondary Teachers' Association (392) Debbie Pawluk 2915 Commercial Drive Vancouver, BC  V5N 4C8 O: 604-873-5570 OF: 604-873-3916 lp392@bctf.ca Vernon Teachers' Association (22) Heather Malcolm 4004 31st Street Vernon, BC  V1T 5J6 O: 250-542-0456 OF: 250-542-0564 lp22@bctf.ca West Vancouver Teachers' Association (45) Rob Millard 4915 Marine Drive West Vancouver, BC  V7W 2P5 O: 604-926-1617 OF: 604-926-1119 lp45@bctf.ca Windermere Teachers' Association (4) Doug Murray Box 478 Invermere, BC  V0A 1K0 O: 250-341-5158 OF: N/A lp04@bctf.ca)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/issues/research.aspx?id=5814&printPage=true,BCTF > Key views of specialist teachers at School J Secondary, Nanaimo, B.C.  	Untitled Page  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Issues in Education > Inclusive Education > Research Project Key views of specialist teachers at School J Secondary, Nanaimo, B.C. by Bob Esliger Spring 2003 Executive Summary Introduction Five specialist support teachers at School J Secondary met to volunteer their perspectives on services provided to students with special needs and to ESL students in the school, and how these services have changed over time and in this school year. They also considered their roles as specialist support teachers, and how such roles had changed over time. Specialist teacher demographics The five specialist support teachers were highly experienced, both as subject/classroom teachers, and as specialist support teachers, as can be seen below: Teacher Total teaching years Years as a specialist teacher 1 33 17 2 22 20 3 14 5 4 25 13 5 28 24 Common themes and perspectives There are fewer services delivered to a smaller number of students and only to those most in need. There is a reduced sense of job satisfaction and reduced morale by the specialist teacher. There are reduced services, resulting in increased student problems. There is evidence of increased numbers of students with special needs in elective courses. Specialist teachers are compromising their personal and professional ethics. Relationships appear to be more tense and problematic. Specialist teachers are assuming a blended role. Paperwork and administrative tasks have increased. There is reduced capacity for collaboration and consultation. There appears to be less direction provided by the school district for Special Education. There are a few positives to the cuts in special education. Conclusion The specialists support teachers at School J Secondary provide a common perspective that services to students with special needs, and services to ESL students, are facing severe problems this school year. Of the eleven common themes and perspectives generated from the data, ten are negative. Of those, three directly identify reduced levels of services to students. Six identify and explore the increased complexity and difficulty associated with the role of the specialist support teacher, and one identifies concerns with the lack of district support and direction for Special Education and ESL. The comments which indicate some positive consequences indicate little change for some teachers in some areas such as low incidence services, working relationships and school-based team processes. The data are not contradictory, but merely reflect the different experiences and views of the specialist support teachers, who see many negative consequences but also some areas where service levels are maintained or even improved. However, the overwhelming conclusion from these data is that there are many negative impacts this school year. As one reads through the verbatim comments, it is hard not to be struck by the extent of the negative impacts, and the sense that, as one teacher stated: “Service is cut at the cost of the student’s education.” Such cuts are a direct consequence of provincial government decisions which have forced the district to reduce levels of staffing so that services to all students are reduced. Provincial elimination of targeted funding appears to be changing designations, with the consequence that some students who once received service no longer do so. There are also indications of increased behaviour problems and evidence that more students may be dropping out of school. The “blending” of roles, combining Special Education/ESL/Learning Assistance means increased complexity and the likelihood of limited expertise in newly-acquired responsibilities. Continually-increasing paperwork, deteriorating working relationships, and reduced capacity for collaboration are causing lower morale among the specialist support teachers and the increased likelihood that specialist support teachers will quit the role if it becomes unmanageable. Impacts on these teachers reduce the capacity of the school and the district to meet students’ needs. While all of these impacts can be directly linked to government legislative, funding, and contract decisions, they are not all new. Cuts have been incremental over several years. What is new this school year is that more severe impacts have been felt immediately. When added to the incremental cuts of earlier years, the cumulative impact is more obvious and more severe. The impacts on the role of the specialist support teachers are considerable, and should be of great concern to district and provincial policy-makers if such policy-makers have any interest in maintaining the province’s inclusionary policy. Inclusion needs specialist support teachers who understand the philosophy and practices of inclusion, so that they can directly teach students and support the work of classroom teachers, while also carrying out roles in assessment, collaborative planning, and communication with parents. Provincial government decisions which have a negative impact on the specialists’ ability to perform these roles mean that less inclusion will occur. The only alternative to providing effective specialist support in Special Education, ESL, and Learning Assistance, is that every classroom teacher is fully prepared for and capable of teaching to a huge range of diversity. There is no evidence that this preparation and capacity currently exists. A survey of almost 400 teachers in Nanaimo and Coquitlam found that over 40% of teachers felt professionally unprepared to teach to such diversity. Teacher preparation course in both ESL and Special Education are minimal. In light of these facts, there is a clear need for effective specialist support. Much of this expertise is already present in our system, but is being cut because of provincial government decisions. Concurrent with some government decisions making the job of the specialist support teacher more complex and difficult, and less satisfying, other government decisions are placing extra demands on classroom teachers. These include increased class sizes and no limits to class composition – both phenomena reported from these and other data as negatively impacting teachers and reducing their capacity to meet students’ needs. So at the very time that the situation for classroom teachers is becoming more challenging, and that specialist support teachers need to be offering more help to their classroom peers, they are forced to offer less. This is potentially a recipe for disaster, but one which is easily avoidable if the consequences of cuts at schools like this are understood, and then reversed. The specialist teachers’ views The verbatim comments, organized by theme Less counselling services are available. Less counselling services are available. ESL students are receiving less service. LA students are getting less service because the number of available seats is less, therefore cannot reach as many students Only the most needy students are receiving any services. The group of students requiring service is larger than ever, which means that the services are watered down to accommodate the numbers, resulting in no student-specific services, less time for individual attention, and increased demands to complete paperwork. There are a small number of students in the school who are using the most resources, and these same students have less overall potential. There are more students requiring services, so it only makes sense that they are receiving less attention per student. The most needy students whose behaviour doesn’t require immediate attention get no services. The students who have the unacceptable behaviour are the students who are receiving services. The quiet students who are requiring services but do not present as behaviour problems are left on their own. The cuts in special education have created two big, dangerous areas: The reduction in counselling – the students with emotional difficulties are not getting their needs met and it is impacting their education in a very substantial way. The movement to site-based management. Inclusive services are gone. Teachers still maintain the belief about inclusion, and hold it dearly, but there is no time or resources to ensure student success. The amount of time for teaching is less due to the number of students and the severity of needs. The students who have the need “at the moment” get the attention. There is less individualized attention and more group instruction. The most needy students usually override the programs and needs of others. LA teachers provide no in-class support but use peer tutors to provide some support to needy students. When the system as burdened as it is, we have to tread lightly to deliver services and not to give the regular classroom teacher the feeling that they are not successfully doing their job. People are sensitive. People are feeling guilty for not doing everything they think they should but realize there are not enough hours in the day to accomplish. All specialist teachers in the school have a caseload and direct teaching load and are maxed to the hilt without doing any extras for anyone else. No time, no energy, no resources. Specialist teachers are not doing any adapting of curriculum for the classroom teacher anymore due to limited time and resources. If this happens at all, the specialist teachers do it for their students and the regular classroom teachers who have the knowledge do it for their students. Classroom teachers feel that they have too many students with special needs in their classrooms. There are students with special needs who have no program in place because there is no room in special education programs. Specialist teachers used to track students and offer help to regular classroom teachers, but this is no longer possible. Can’t provide adaptations and/or modifications for the regular classroom teacher because all the specialist teachers have full caseloads and are teaching every block. The specialist teachers are tied-up with the students to whom they provide direct service. The regular classroom teacher doesn’t have the LAT or the RR teacher as resources for those students anymore. The resource room students don’t do as well as they have in previous years because of the lack of support in electives. There is no special education district leadership reaching the school. The district ESL resource person position has been cut. It needs to be there! There are no district staff left in special education. There is no respect for leadership in this school district. District services are gone but school-based services have picked up at this school. This is still a negative because the spaces are limited and many students are not getting the services they require. An example might be that a student will get LA while waiting for a seat in the RR or alternate program. School-based support teachers are faced with doing everything for themselves. There is no district co-ordination of equipment and resources for special education. If you need something you have to spend time on the phone to locate it somewhere in the district. Occupational Therapy and Physiotherapy services have been greatly reduced. There is less Speech/Language Pathologist (SLP) time, although the SLP fights to maintain time at the high-school level. This is not common in the district to have SLP time at the high school. Not enough time to conduct formal assessments for students. Not enough time to celebrate student successes in learning partly because no benchmarks were observed initially. The most space is five seats per block for drop-ins in the LAC. If three classroom teachers send three students each to the LAC they cannot be accommodated. However, there are 86 teachers on staff. All students in special programs are receiving a lesser quality of service and some students are receiving no service at all. There is less time to spend with students providing individual contact and this is against the formula that special education was built on. The cuts in special education are seen as neglect. The cuts in counselling have reduced the success rate of students with emotional difficulties. These students are simply not able to cope in the regular classroom without supports in place. The students we could have the greatest effect on are the last to get service. Yes, many students with special needs are placed into the elective courses. Especially Art classes, but they usually do not pass because of lack of support. They start out doing well, start their projects, but don’t finish them, and receive failing grades. These students are seen to have the ability but they cannot stay organized, and fall through the cracks. There is no time to consult with the regular classroom teachers. The Specialist Teachers have all they can handle with the students are assigned to them, so they cannot go looking to find students who are slipping through the cracks. This service is cut at the cost of the student’s education. Parents will have to pay for the extra out of their own pocket because it is no longer available at the school level. Society will have to accept tax increases to create a more adequate education system. It may have been a lack of vision that put this service in place in the first place if it cannot be maintained. There are definite inequities going on here! If the most needy students are blocked into the LAC in the timetable and there are no additional seats for students to “drop in,” then the “grey area” students get nothing. The “grey area” students are receiving services last, which means that they do not get any services. We have to invest in the “grey area” students because these students have the greatest ability to succeed. The “grey area” students are the last to get the services they need. The “grey area” students used to get some services in LA, but the seats are now full in LA and these students are not receiving services. The “grey area” students are not getting any services. The “grey area” students can sometimes get some attention when there is a low incidence student in the classroom, because the EA may be able to extend service to provide some sort of support for them. Teachers have learned the benefits of having a low incidence student in their classes. The “grey area” students are experiencing a serious drop in services. The school is very likely not meeting the needs of the “grey area” students. The LA teachers often don’t know who the “grey area” students are and if the LA centre is booked full with the most needy students, the “grey area” students do not get any service. The “grey area” students used to receive services in the LA centre but that cannot happen as much any more. It also is different each semester depending on the student’s course load. The “grey area” student is in serious trouble. The consideration of these student’s educational program has been severely compromised. These students are very frustrated, they stop attending, and they eventually drop out of school because they are not receiving any services. Specialist teachers are not complaining, although they are experiencing frustration, as are the regular classroom teachers, with meeting the needs of the “grey area” students. There are fewer than ever IEPs in the regular classroom that are set up with the regular classroom teacher to assist a “grey area” student there. EAs are in the best position to inform specialist teachers of the needs/problems in the regular classroom. The classroom teacher will assist when asked, but usually the EA will inform the specialist teacher and the specialist teachers will adapt/modify the materials to make the program work. This works at a minimal level for low incidence students because they are obvious in the classroom. The “grey area” students still get nothing. And the service provided to the classroom teacher takes away from the direct service the specialist teacher could be providing somewhere else. There is always the guilt of not providing the services in both places at the same time. In the past, students remained designated for a year after their educational program started working, because the supports were seen to be required to ensure success. Now, the students are de-designated far too quickly. Some are never designated again and never get the services they require, or may drop out of school due to frustration. Other students are redesignated into a more severe category, which may have been avoidable had they been able to continue receiving the supports from the previous designation. The students with a history of receiving special education services have a better chance of receiving minimal assistance in the regular classroom elective course. The students who are unidentified suffer the most. There are often offers made to classroom teachers that they simply won’t accept. This could be for a variety of reasons, but it is speculated that the classroom teacher has his/her hands full running the class without making several continuous changes for the 32 students present in the class. The classroom teachers state that there simply isn’t enough time to do everything and something has to be left undone. The students with the most vocal parents and the most severe needs receive some sort of service. One specialist teacher put it this way: There are three types of students who are taught in special education programs: the independent learner, the dependent learner, and the frustrated learner. 30% of the students with special needs are independent learners and do reasonably well. 70% of the students in special education programs fall into the dependent learner and frustrated learner categories and require constant guidance in their educational programs or we will loose them due to frustration. Frustration breeds behaviour problems, which eventually leads to the student dropping out of school and creating an increased burden on society. It seems that poor behaviour is catching and increasing. If the specialist teacher has to leave the room to deal with the most severe, then the other students get nothing. The students with minor behaviour problems do receive direct instruction from their peers on how to become severe behaviour problem students and receive the “negative” attention from the specialist teacher. Four blocks of 18 students each. In 2002 the school had more blocks of some sort of special education classes than in 2003. In 2003, the school has reduced its services for special education classes. It must be noted that there are no fewer students. More students are showing up as requiring services, but there is no time for them. There is a reduced sense of job satisfaction and reduced morale by the specialist teacher. Many teachers were moved into positions that they have never taught before and positions that they would not have chosen – this has a major impact on service delivery across the board. Support teachers are feeling stress over finding enough time to provide service delivery for ESL students. The ESL program was designed as a pull-out program, but with less pull-out possible, the students fall ever further behind. The rules are changing and no one appears to be in charge of the changes. There is increased paperwork and less time for the ESL students. Support teachers still love their jobs but are worried and stressed over the quality of the services that they can provide. There is some tension with classroom teachers because they are not able to accommodate all the needs for them. Regular classroom teachers make demands on support teachers (who are feeling maxed out with their caseload) and this causes stress. There are different priorities now. Specialist teachers used to worry about details and follow-up of student programs, but now the specialist teacher has to let some of that go. Things are more cut-and-dried now. Once the specialist teacher has let the worries go (about providing the same level of service as in previous years) their morale has increased again. This has even caused physical illnesses until it was dealt with properly. Specialist teachers feel bad that some students are not doing as well as they could be. Classroom management is becoming more relaxed and there is less parental contact. Classroom teachers are feeling overloaded with the diversity of student needs, and feel that they cannot take any more. Specialist teachers feel attacked when a regular classroom teacher asks, “Why is ‘so and so’ in my class?” Counsellors are not appearing in the lunchroom anymore at lunchtime because they would end up working all the time. Many specialist teachers have changed where why eat lunch because they can’t tolerate the negativity around class composition and teachers commenting on the extent of student needs appearing in the regular classroom. This has made the specialist teacher retreat and isolate themselves in order to not feel attacked, and guilty for not being able to help more. The specialist teachers report that they are still happy facing the students that they provide services to. They are aware that the role of the regular classroom teacher has changed in a negative manner. One specialist teacher has advised his own child not to become a teacher. Specialist teachers view the morale of the regular classroom teacher as being low. More teachers are considering early retirement. The “us” and “them” mentality has gotten even worse between teachers and administrators. The union mentality is increasing and more teachers are becoming aware of the parts of their contract that support them in not accepting more duties as a teacher. Specialist teachers have to work specifically on managing their own stress. Specialist teachers are noticing that the regular classroom teachers are starting to expect less from them – and that hurts. Elective teachers are feeling overloaded and overwhelmed with the diversity of needs with which they are faced. Specialist teachers feel that they have too many students to be responsible for. Specialist teachers, like their colleagues in regular education classrooms, are considering early retirement or changes in their assignment. Senior teachers appear upset with the quality of students in the senior grades. Specialist teachers are feeling the pressures of an overloaded system. Regular classroom teachers are feeling the pressures, too. This could be because of an aging teaching workforce coupled with the cuts in services to special populations. Teacher morale is low and teachers have difficulty attending any after-school meetings. Therefore, no specialist teacher is trying to schedule an after-school meeting. Specialist teachers are feeling vulnerable. This is a truly negative feeling. Personal inner conflict around the identification of students. Do we identify and designate? Rely on the SBT to make a decision. Less individual support-teacher decision-making. Nothing remains the same for long. Support teachers are more apt to do things for themselves and view outside advice as interference. Regular classroom teachers feel the same way to some extent. Support staff are less likely to seek advice from their colleagues because they know that everyone is feeling heavily burdened. They are more likely to seek parental input. Support staff are no longer trying to push regular classroom teachers to do anything differently. It is far to difficult to ask an overwhelmed regular classroom teacher to make changes in their instructional strategies. Specialist teachers feel more like they need to cover themselves regarding meetings with parents. A lot of time is spent documenting phone conversations and meetings so that these letters can be placed in files, especially if a parent or student is declining services. This takes away from teaching time. Specialist teachers are becoming more focused on doing their job only while at school. They are learning not to take their work home with them. There are reduced services, resulting in increased student problems. At least five students from alternate education are in electives and they are not doing very well in managing their behaviours in the regular classroom. Three of the five are being removed from their electives because their behaviours are unacceptable and there are no resources to provide assistance to the elective classroom teacher to assist the alternate students. Enrolment in alternate education doesn’t change when a student is placed into an elective class, because it is expected that they will probably be back because they cannot survive in a regular classroom without support and there is no support for them. Therefore, the student is not successful, feels defeated, and doesn’t have a positive school experience. Art is an academic course and because of this the students don’t do well. The students could be more successful if the course was adapted or modified for them but there are no human resources available to do this service, and the classroom teacher is taxed to the max to deal with the students in the class and prepare and mark assignments. The same problems occur in woodwork classes and the other electives. More teachers are requesting (even demanding) peer tutors to assist them in dealing with students with special needs. The resource room students and the low incidence students are easy to recognize in the regular classroom and the teacher will seek support from the LAT or the Peer Tutoring teacher. There is more direct teaching to the “group” and less individualized teaching. With increased numbers this is the only reasonable way to work with the students. There is not enough time and resources to meet the needs of the ESL and International Student Education (ISE) students. There is less time for service delivery because of the paperwork required for the ESL students. The LA teachers are able to provide some of the same collaboration-type services they have provided in the past – but with no advancement. There is a lack of resources and time to provide and increase in-service. We went from having no more than 12 special education students per block to 18 special education students per block. That is 72 student classes and 72 IEPs. These students are all working at different levels and in different subjects. The alternate program is expected to accommodate all the subjects in all the blocks along with accommodating and supporting student’s behavioural needs. Alternate students have a range of studies, diverse age range, and some are in electives. Elective teachers expect service from the alternate program teacher but there is not the time, resources, or energy to do this. The specialist teacher is loaded with a caseload every block and has to put the available time and effort into managing the students who are present in the program at that time. Only the designated students with blue-files1 have formal IEP meetings. The other students have IEPs that they work with the specialist teacher to create. Specialist teachers try to arrange meetings during class time, but that takes away from time with students. These are IEP, SBT, team meetings, staff meetings, Goal Area Committee meetings, phoning parents, etc. New teachers and the support staff are feeling very unsettled because of the impending cuts. Service delivery will change dramatically again with further cuts to special education, and cuts in support staff. We cannot designate students without complete documentation. Many students have been designated in the categories that don’t generate funds. This causes great problems because some students who should be designated are not – but this could be seen as less problematic than designating students and not being able to provide them with suitable programs. Many adaptations are in place for alternative exam procedures up to Grade 11. Students in Grade 12 must be designated in order to have these services in place in Grade 12. This focus on Grade 12 students takes away from junior students every year. It creates a scramble to assist the Grade 12 students. We are now counting “slow learners” into the LD population. Therefore more students are being designated into this category. If a student meets the criteria for a designation they are designated. But, the question is, do the designated students get the services they need? No, not always. We deal with the aspects that can be dealt with. We don’t make promises that we can’t keep. The IEP has only the parts that can be delivered. Most special education students don’t write the FSA but if they are in a regular class and no one had the time to get to them or the regular classroom teacher then they may end up writing, not doing well, and feeling down on themselves. More students are being placed in situations where they cannot cope. The result is severe behaviours, frustration, and truancy. This process is unbelievable. The meetings at which de-designations occur is becoming shameful. The “mold” has shrunk and the expected level of student performance has become very bizarre. Many students cannot fit into this mold and fall through the cracks. The biggest change is in the number of students who were designated as moderate behaviour. These students have been de-designated and in a short time redesignated again as severe behaviour. This practice is shameful. The resources should be there before the student’s behaviours rise to this level. Student frustration levels are increasing. There is evidence of increased numbers of students with special needs in elective courses. Yes, many students with special needs are placed into the elective courses, especially Art classes, but they usually do not pass because of lack of support. They start out doing well, start their projects but don’t finish them, and receive failing grades. These students are seen to have the ability, but they cannot stay organized and fall through the cracks. Art is an academic course and because of this the students don’t do well. The students could be more successful if the course was adapted or modified for them, but there are no human resources available to do this service and the classroom teacher is taxed to the max to deal with the students in the class and prepare and mark assignments. The same problems occur in Woodwork classes and the other electives. The students with a history of receiving special education services have a better chance of receiving assistance in the regular classroom elective course. The students who are unidentified suffer the most. There is no time to consult with the regular classroom teachers. The school is doing a fabulous job of fostering inclusion for the low incidence students. No teachers have had difficulties accepting low incidence students into their classes. Even though the contract language of the “no more than two” rule was stripped from the teachers’ contract, the school still tries its best to maintain the “no more than two” rule whenever possible. However, the low incidence students bring an EA to the classroom with them and this is another pair of hands to assist in making the situation work. Sometimes the elective teacher asks not to have the low incidence student registered in the class because it would take a seat away from another students. These are teachers who feel confident in offering components of an elective that would be useful to the low incidence student and the EA also offers to help the classroom teacher whenever possible. The school operates on a “good will” basis and everyone is feeling that their opinions are valued. Specialist teachers are compromising their personal and professional ethics. The bar has been lowered. Most specialist teachers feel manipulated by the timetable. Now the situation has occurred where the timetable determines who is placed in the alternate program. Specialist teachers are sometimes dictated to, as their programs are a place to put a student when the regular classroom isn’t working. Sometimes the specialist teacher has students placed with them in order to solve a regular-classroom problem – and not a special-education issue. Some specialist teachers are not attending meetings because they are seen as non-productive and time-consuming. So, yes, there is collaboration everywhere you turn. Many times it is negative. Many things are attempted for students but not as many “ideas” are being followed through. The Specialist teacher doesn’t feel so vulnerable when they can get the signature of a parent on the IEP. The focus appears to be on designating the students who can bring in the funding to the school. The school is forced to make priorities and make decisions on what will benefit the greatest number of students. The intent is always to increase opportunities for students to be successful in their educational programs, but the opportunities are becoming limited. With less district staff and support there will be more low incidence students at the schools who will be missed and not designated. It is easy to miss a chronic health designation if you are not skilled in putting the plan together. More often than not, the IEP meeting doesn’t happen. Most frequently the IEP is sent home, or developed at the school with a documented phone call home to discuss the IEP. Sometimes the IEP is reviewed with the parents on meet-the-teacher nights. Many meetings are done informally. It is easier. IEPs and individualized services cannot be done. If we were in a business where we were providing customer service we would be bankrupt. IEP meetings are most frequently comprised of the specialist teacher, the student, and the EA when possible. Relationships appear to be more tense and problematic. New teachers and the support staff are feeling very unsettled because of the impending cuts. Service delivery will change dramatically again with further cuts to special education, and cuts in support staff. Nothing remains the same for long. Support teachers are more apt to do things for themselves and view outside advice as interference. Regular classroom teachers feel the same way to some extent. Support staff are less likely to seek advice from their colleagues because they know that everyone is feeling heavily burdened. They are more likely to seek parental input. Support staff are no longer trying to push regular classroom teachers to do anything differently. It is far too difficult to ask an overwhelmed regular classroom teacher to make changes in their instructional strategies. Specialist teachers used to track students and offer help to regular classroom teachers, but this is no longer possible. Can’t provide adaptations and/or modifications for the regular classroom teacher because all the specialist teachers have full caseloads and are teaching every block. The specialist teachers are tied-up with the students to whom they provide direct service. The regular classroom teacher doesn’t have the LAT or the RR teacher as resources for those students anymore. The resource room students don’t do as well as they have in previous years because of the lack of support in electives. There is added tension between colleagues while at work. At school there is a surface anxiety about entering into conversations about teaching and the needs of students in the classroom. Specialist teachers are assuming a blended role. Specialist teachers have noted a blended role situation. The alternate teacher is the junior/senior alternate teacher, the junior/senior resource room teacher, and is also responsible for home school programs. The junior resource teacher is now the 8–12 resource room teacher every block with a mix of junior/senior students, LA students, and ESL students. The LA teacher is now working with peer tutors (120/year), 20 ESL students per year, 1.5 blocks of LA, and 0.5 block of ISE (International Student Education). LA teachers do program development and school-based assessments. LA teachers have up to 18 students on their caseload every block as well as their new duties. The EA is doing more paperwork and secretarial tasks than before. There is no mentoring of new EAs from the local college as before, because the program EAs have changed every year due to program cuts and EAs being reassigned to new locations. Therefore, it is not appropriate to have a new program EA mentor a new EA student. There is a definite increase in the number of students, especially with no cap on the number you can be assigned. The teacher’s role is blended and so the direct teaching duties have also been blended. There is less individualized attention and more group instruction. The most needy students usually override the programs and needs of others. Support staff skills also determine what can be done and when. Support staff are changing yearly, if not every semester, due to cuts. Therefore, it is difficult to make long-term plans because the human resource skills determine what can be accomplished. Individualized teaching is fitted in where it can occur, and group teaching is planned into specific blocks of time. Many changes in CUPE support staff due to layoff/recall due to cuts (based on seniority and training). It is a very time-consuming process to work with untrained support staff. A noticeable result of district cuts is in the turn-around time for dealing with personnel issues. A major difficulty in staffing at this school (resulting in a reduction in educational programming for students) took over one year to resolve due to the lack of district personnel available to deal with such matters. The EA in the alternate program has faced an increase in duties because now they have to assume the responsibility of the class while the program teacher is out dealing with a severe behaviour incident – and this is happening more frequently. Therefore, you are dealing with more than 18 severe behaviour students per block, you also have to acknowledge the 4 behaviour students in electives, and the 8 who are on home study. The workload has increased significantly. Since there is no cap on caseload anymore, the specialist teacher becomes case-manager for a larger number of students and also responsible for maintaining the blue-files for designated students. The counsellors update the blue-files for the designated behaviour students. In LA the majority of IEPs are for LD, a few for behaviours, and a few who are in a reading program. ESL and International (ISE) students also are in the LAC at the same time working on their programs. The teacher in the low incidence program is responsible for 12 students who are designated into the low incidence category. Along with that, the teacher also is responsible for 14 peer tutors, 5 EAs, scheduling programs, scheduling lunch for 12 disabled students with 2 EAs, as the other EAs are employed in a different job at lunch. The specialist teacher in the low incidence program is also responsible for the recycling programs for bottles, cans, and paper. There is a lack of EA substitutes and when an EA is away the specialist teacher is sometimes faced with sending a student home because of safety issues. There is a big issue with moving support staff to cover for others for toileting/feeding when an EA is away. It is a “sore spot” as no one likes to be removed from their job to cover for someone else – especially if the system is failing the students in providing the necessary resources to keep them in an educational program. If an EA for a dependent student is away and there is no substitute to take their place, then the LA teacher may lose her/his EA because the EA is reassigned to look after the dependent student. This means that many students in the LA program would not receive the usual level of service on that day. Tough questions: Who gets the EA? Where do you take an EA from? Whose educational program should suffer? Paperwork and administrative tasks have increased. All students in special programs are on an IEP of some type. Some specialist teachers see the de-designation process as a method to reduce paperwork at the school level. IEPs are based on the results of the psycho-educational assessments. This is felt to be safer. The IEPs have become more vague and more general. IEPs are developed on what is happening in the specialist classroom rather on the specific needs of students. There are promises in the IEP that can’t be kept. Signatures are not appearing on the IEP and it is usually discussed with the parent on the phone. Parents appear happy and satisfied with what is in the IEPs. The Specialist teacher doesn’t feel so vulnerable when they can get the signature of a parent on the IEP. The blue-files for students who are designated are more thorough than ever. All other students with special needs get a generic IEP and no parent signature. The amount of paperwork has become ridiculous. There is a form for everything. The District IEP template appears to create “busywork.” Specialist teachers feel that their time would be better spent working with the students rather than on paperwork. The focus should be on tracking student progress. Special education doesn’t hold teachers as accountable as it should. Too much paperwork! Time should be spent working with the students. About 30% of the specialist teacher time is on paperwork. The increase in paperwork is for two reasons: the first is to be more accountable to parents and the school and the second reason is to protect oneself from legal action – so everything is documented – from making an offer of service to a teacher that is refused, to an offer to a parent to come in that is refused. There is an increase in paperwork for behaviour plans, IEPs, referral forms, testing, SBT, filing, photocopying, and then updating everything. The paperwork has increased because there are more students requiring services. Paperwork and meetings have increased substantially. Especially for ESL students. We are using the district template for the IEP and the work is front loaded – which means that after the initial work to create an IEP the updates are not time-consuming. Specialist teachers have accessed release time for IEP development (which is occurring in isolation). It is difficult to create 50 different IEPs for 50 students, have 50 IEP meetings, and teach a full caseload each block as well. There is reduced capacity for collaboration and consultation. Control over special education funding and services should be maintained at the district level. It is far too risky to leave it up to the school. There would be no district vision. There is not enough time and resources to meet the needs of the ESL and International (ISE) students. There is less time for service delivery because of the paperwork required for the ESL students. Many changes in CUPE support staff due to layoff/recall due to cuts (based on seniority and training). It is a very time-consuming process to work with untrained support staff. A noticeable result of district cuts is in the turn-around time in dealing with personnel issues. A major difficulty in staffing at this school (resulting in a reduction in educational programming for students) took over one year to resolve due to the lack of district personnel available to deal with such matters. EAs are in the best position to inform specialist teachers of the needs/problems in the regular classroom. The classroom teacher will assist when asked but usually the EA will inform the specialist teacher and the specialist teachers will adapt/modify the materials to make the program work. This works at a minimal level for low incidence students because they are obvious in the classroom. The “grey area” students still get nothing. And the service provided to the classroom teacher takes away from the direct service the specialist teacher could be providing somewhere else. There is always the guilt of not providing the services in both places at the same time. The LA teachers are able to provide some of the same collaboration type services that they have provided in the past – but with no advancement. There is a lack of resources and time to provide and increase in service. LA teachers provide no in-class support but use peer tutors to provide some support to needy students. There are often offers made to classroom teachers that they simply won’t accept. This could be for a variety of reasons, but it is speculated that the classroom teacher has his/her hands full running the class without making several continuous changes for the 32 students present in the class. The classroom teachers state that there simply isn’t enough time to do everything and something has to be left undone. The students with the most vocal parents and the most severe needs receive some sort of service. When the system is burdened as it is we have to tread lightly to deliver services and not to give the regular classroom teacher the feeling that they are not successfully doing their job. People are sensitive. People are feeling guilty for not doing everything they think they should but realize there are not enough hours in the day to accomplish. All specialist teachers in the school have a caseload and direct teaching load, and are maxed to the hilt without doing any extras for anyone else. No time, no energy, no resources. Specialist teachers are doing much less adapting of curriculum for the classroom teacher anymore due to limited time and resources. If it is happening at all, the specialist teachers do it for their students, and the regular classroom teachers who have the knowledge do it for their students. There appears to be less direction provided by the school district for Special Education. Yes, the specialist teachers feel like they have control but they are limited by the scarcity resources. The ISE program has a district resource person and it is working well. There is a lack of “entry-level” leadership positions. No one is being mentored to fill leadership positions. There is a PSA, but it has an elementary focus. This school principal is excellent but that is just the luck of the draw. Many school administrators don’t care too much about special education. There is a great danger in this regard with respect to site-based management. The school principal could eliminate special education altogether. This district is characterized as having poor leadership and in making poor decisions at the cost of the students’ education. The lack of district leadership can be seen at the school-based team (SBT) when a placement decision needs to be made. Site-based management has caused the reduction in district leadership. It feels like it is “everybody for themselves”. The lack of district support is very obvious. There is no district direction. Support programs at the school have requested and have been denied equipment for special needs students. This is due to a lack of resources at the district level. There is a stepped-up accountability for ESL and ISE. But accountability for the other students is still not required in a formal manner. Site-based management could possibly make school administrators only look at their own site and there would be no-one providing district vision for the “big picture”. There are a few positives to the cuts in special education. International students are getting more services. The cuts have not made an impact on the services to low incidence students because the program is staffed based on a formula which is dependent on student numbers and needs. Specialist teachers feel that they have some control in their programs, and have the flexibility and autonomy that they have earned after being in the school for a number of years. However, staffing and timetabling have the ultimate control. SBT is more efficient now than in the past. The SBT only meets every two weeks. No change generally. The working relationships continue as usual. There are peaks and valleys. It can be described as positive. No deterioration because of the cuts. Actually it is better in some ways: There is less red tape to get through. Communication between staff members is more direct. There is no time for whining or complaining. We are all in the same boat. Everyone recognizes that these matters are “to the point” where it is a reflection of the lack of resources, and it is not taken personally. ________________________ 1 Blue-files are the district’s special education designation files where all the documents that are required for each designation category are put. This standardizes the process for designated students in every school.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=32093,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > March 2014 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 26, Number 5, March 2014   Protect your pension and the “pension promise”  By Susan Croll   Teachers don’t enjoy a gold-plated pension, nor does their pension plan drain taxpayers’ coffers as some critics claim. On the contrary, the Teachers' Pension Plan (TPP) is a healthy, well-run, defined benefit plan (DB) that tens of thousands of teachers have relied on and will continue to rely on to provide them with a secure retirement. The critics’ goal is not to improve pension plans but to sow the seeds of doubt in the minds of citizens about the viability of pensions generally, not just for teachers but for all workers. Chung Yan Ip and Linda Watson are two of the ten Teachers’ Pension Plan trustees who dedicate a huge amount of their time to ensure that BCTF members are supported financially during retirement. Teacher Newsmagazine met with Ip and Watson recently to discuss pension funding and why critics, like the Fraser Institute, are bent on destroying public sector plans. Ip and Watson explain that our pension contributions are essentially a required savings plan for retirement. Teachers, as well as school boards, contribute to the pension plan as long as the member is employed. On average, a retired member receives about $29,000–$30,000 per year from the TPP. As Ip says, “There is nothing gold-plated about that. And because members do get a decent pension upon retirement, most don’t have to rely on other government programs like the Guaranteed Income Supplement, which is 100% funded by taxes.” About 80% of pension money paid out to retired BCTF members comes from pension fund investments. Teacher and employer contributions make up the remaining 20%, meaning taxpayers are not contributing anywhere near what the Fraser Institute and other critics want them to think. The Teachers’ Pension Plan represents very good value for money.  Watson also explains that the TPP is an extremely large fund and because of this, investment fees and the costs of having this money professionally managed are much less than if a teacher was to invest retirement monies on their own. As a result, the net return on pension fund investments can be far greater than individual investment. Investments can also be diversified more widely with a large pool of funds and diversified funding helps insulate the fund from economic turbulence. Critics are trying to influence public opinion by slamming a specific type of pension plan called a defined benefit plan. DB plans guarantee a retiree a predetermined amount of pension income, based on their salary and years of service. This is called the “pension promise.” Critics claim that DB plans are a burden to society, they are too expensive, and that employers and taxpayers have to bail out pension plans if they have shortfalls. They fail to disclose, however, that when the economy was booming and pension returns were enormous that pension contribution holidays were not uncommon. A “contribution holiday” means that employers can stop contributing their full share of pension premiums for a period of time. They further fail to point out that many DB plans are fully funded. With the TPP, both the employer and employees share the plan’s risk. If necessary, as in 2013, pension contributions were increased in order to maintain a fully funded plan by ensuring that the pension promise can be met both for current retirees and for active plan members.  Pension naysayers are pushing for the defined contribution (DC) plan, that neither guarantees nor defines a secure pension income, to become the norm. They believe that pension income should be defined by how much a plan’s assets are worth on the day an employee retires. In a DC plan, contributions are tracked individually, and the employee typically manages their own plan, paying high investment and management fees. Additionally, the employer carries no responsibility to ensure that employees receive a particular amount of their pension when they retire. And that is why many employers favour the DC plans because they do not carry liability or risk and therefore are not obligated to invest in employees’ futures. In a DC plan, each employee is on their own; there is no sharing of longevity risk. A long-lived individual could outlive their money. With the recent premium increase, the Teachers’ Pension Plan is fully funded, a significant and important aspect of any pension plan. Before the BCTF won joint trusteeship in 2001, the government solely controlled the plan’s administration and investment. According to Watson, before joint trusteeship was established, the government used legislative loopholes that allowed it to keep the plan underfunded.   Even if teachers have a fully funded DB plan with joint trusteeship and a strong investment company working on teachers’ behalf, Ip and Watson state that administering the Teacher Pension Plan is not without challenges. Teachers are living longer—the average BCTF member now lives to the age of 88. That means pensions must be paid out for longer periods of time than in the past. The global economy is unpredictable, the USA is slow to recover from the 2008 recession, interest rates are low, and stock markets are volatile. In addition, our pension plan has conditional cost-of-living adjustments; that is, indexing of pensions is not guaranteed. Taking these factors into consideration, Ip and Watson reaffirm that the Teachers’ Pension Plan is still one of the best pension plans in Canada. Watson muses, “With the exception of certain housing markets in BC, the Teachers’ Pension Plan is likely to be the greatest asset most teachers will ever have. Really, how many teachers can afford to put aside enough money on their own each year to fund a decent pension for life?” With employer contributions that match teacher contributions, low investment fees, and sharing longevity risk with other plan members, teachers have a good, secure pension that they will never outlive. To inquire about your pension, contact the Teachers’ Pension Plan at: http://tinyurl.com/TPP-portal or to learn more about pension trusteeship and policy, visit the BCTF website at: http://www.bctf.ca/SalaryAndBenefits.aspx?id=4780 Susan Croll, Teacher Newsmagazine editor   Doug Pearce The BCTF wishes to publicly acknowledge Doug Pearce, former and long-time CEO of the British Columbia Investment Management Corporation (bcIMC). Under Pearce’s leadership, bcIMC gained an international reputation as a prudent, ethical, and responsible investment company. Besides thanking him for his steadfast commitment and dedication, we wish him a happy, healthy, and fulfilling retirement. Pearce’s accomplishments include: bcIMC assets grew from 16B to 100B the total annualized returns were 7.9 compared to a benchmark of 7.6% diversification from exclusively Canadian bonds to a globally diversified portfolio bcIMC was a founding signatory to the UN Principles of Responsible Investment.   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/06/attn-bctf-why-i-will-be-voting-no.html?showComment=1340895732567,Staffroom Confidential: Attn: BCTF - Why I will be voting no Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Wednesday, June 27, 2012 Attn: BCTF - Why I will be voting no Many of us were surprised to hear this morning that a tentative agreement has been reached between BCTF and BCPSEA.  Although I certainly appreciate the time and commitment of our table officers, who concluded the negotiations with Jago, I don't believe it is a good deal and I don't think we should accept it. I will be voting no and encouraging others to vote no. Although I am pleased that the concessions are gone, none of the bargaining objectives that teachers brought to the table have been addressed. In particular, this agreement fails to address class size and class composition issues, and it fails to address a fair salary increase or adequate preparation time for teachers. Teachers began this bargaining round with the lowest wages in Western Canada, and we will fall further behind with two years of zeros. We began with preparation time of 90 minutes per week for elementary teachers, compared to 240 in Ontario, and we will see no improvements in this area. Next year, teachers will face larger classes with the class size averages and class composition limits removed under Bill 22. There will be ever greater numbers of students with significant learning needs. Teachers will not have adequate time to meet the needs of individual students. Nothing in this agreement addresses these concerns for working and learning conditions and that is a loss for both teachers and students. A colleague of mine, Becky Blair, President of the Creston Valley Teachers' Association, will also be voting no. Here are her reasons: We need to NOT ratify this – it is not good enough for our students.  We are exhausted because of our class composition issues, we are underpaid, we do not have enough prep time, and on and on.  Yes, we avoided the post and fill pick and choose scenario.  But dodging that bullet does not mean it will be dead – it will come back....  We are letting our students down, our brothers and sisters are left in the cold while we warm our hands by the meagre fire of the wee improvements fought so hard for.  We need to send a huge slam back to them – our bargaining team was working as hard as they could, and brought back the best they could.  But I love them enough to send them back again with a resounding NO to ratification. Please ask yourself if good enough is what we want. Wearing my “Kids Matter, Teachers Care” shirt today.  And, yes, we do. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 2:34 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 7 comments: JSALLJune 27, 2012 at 5:27 PM Another reason to vote "NO" is a political one. This agreement will win some votes for the Liberals and the general public will view this deal as us being happy no matter what Susan says. In a year from now when we go to renegotiate the public will think that we are whining again and settled for better benefits and think of us as being greedy when that is not the case. I will also too be voting "No".ReplyDelete Skinny DipperJune 27, 2012 at 5:54 PM Unfortunately, BC government's proposal would have hurt good teachers--those that are willing to challenge their administration when things go wrong. Principals would be able to fire those good teachers. If I were a BC teacher, I would be voting "no" to this tentative agreement. Even if there is no agreed settlement, it will send a signal to the government that the teachers' workplace will not resume to normal.ReplyDelete mischiefJune 27, 2012 at 7:05 PM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete maskwaJune 27, 2012 at 11:15 PM No for meReplyDelete UnknownJune 27, 2012 at 11:52 PM No is the way to go...ridiculous to think we went on strike for nothing. Bruce Cockburn once said, "The trouble with normal is it always gets worse!' This is not normal...this is on the way to worse!ReplyDelete UnknownJune 28, 2012 at 8:02 AM As my mom would say, be careful what you wish for. While I agree no sounds good, I really don't think an imposed contract would be healthy for us either. I think if the Liberals and CC get the chance to impose a contract it would be a nasty piece of business. Better the devil you know? @cageytoddReplyDelete 2enrangedJune 28, 2012 at 5:58 PM A 51% rejection would be, in my opinion, the best of the worst. Check with your counterparts..one vote yes, one vote no.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ▼  June (9) Will the NDP be better for teachers? More reasons for a "no" vote Attn: BCTF - Why I will be voting no School choice and special needs Why did Scott Walker win? Personalized learning, choice, and democracy Solidarity with Quebec students Why seniority matters Is "no zeros" just gaming the stats? ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20140930,www.bcpsea.bc.ca,http://www.bcpsea.bc.ca/documents/20140328_045522214_20111107_125843380_HSW%20No.2011-03.htm,  Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.   BCPSEA ISSUE 2011-03: September 15, 2011 In This Issue Job Action   Joint Occupational Health and Safety Site Committees   Accident Investigation   First Aid Attendants   What if There is no Agreement Regarding Occupational Health and Safety Operations   Quick Links Refusal of Unsafe Work Flow Chart Clean Sweep WorkSafeBC Questions If you have questions about the issues raised in this newsletter, or any health, safety or wellness issue, please contact Sue Ferguson at 604.730.4502 or suef@bcpsea.bc.ca Job Action A number of questions have come up related to the BCTF�s job action. I contacted both WorkSafeBC and the BCTF Occupational Health and Safety Department to ensure all parties have a common understanding of how the strike affects health, safety and wellness issues. Joint Occupational Health and Safety Site Committees These are joint committees under OHS Regulations. They are manadated under Part 3 Division 4 Section 125- 140 of the Workers Compensation Act. They are not considered administrative committees under the School Act. The JOSH Committee should continue to be scheduled and take place as usual during job action.  The committee is jointly chaired by both the employer and worker representative.  The minutes should be posted as soon after the meeting as possible. Additionally, there should be a mechanism to ensure staff can make their concerns known to the committee. Routine site inspections should continue as normal. If your district has a District Committee that is regularly scheduled, it may continue to meet.  It is not required to do so by the legislation. If meeting becomes an issue you may chose to temporarily suspend the District Committee, unless it has been accepted as a variation by WorkSafeBC. Accident Investigations Accident investigations should continue with both an employer and worker representative in accordance with Division 10 of Part 3 of the Workers Compensation Act. First Aid Attendants The employer must ensure that a person who is designated as a first aid attendant: (a) has successfully completed the first aid training course or first aid examination developed or approved by the Board, (b) has a first aid certificate in good standing at the required level issued by the Board or a person recognized by the Board, and (c) meets any other requirements determined by the Board for designation as a first aid attendant. [Enacted by B.C. Reg. 348/2003, effective March 30, 2004.] As the First Aid attendant must have a valid certificate, they are required to attend the training in order to continue in the position, should their certificate lapse during job action. What if There is no Agreement Regarding Occupational Health and Safety Operations? Please call Sue Ferguson at BCPSEA 604 730 4502   BC Public School Employers' Association 400 � 1333 West Broadway, Vancouver BC V6H 4C1 Tel: 604.730.0739   Fax: 604.730.0787    www.bcpsea.bc.ca / Privacy Policy    )
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12830,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2000 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 12, Number 4, Jan./Feb. 2000 Parents want class-size limits by Garry Litke A growing segment of the general public believes that class-size limits are required to maintain quality education, and support putting those limits into collective agreements. A survey conducted by McIntyre & Mustel Research asked three questions designed to assess public attitude toward class-size limits. The same questions were asked in May, 1997 and then again in October, 1999. Q. School boards argue that limits on class sizes should be removed to allow more flexibility in structuring classes. Teachers argue that class-size limits are required to maintain quality education. Which view is closer to your own? Maintain limits for quality education May 97 Oct. 99 General Public 74% 77% With Children in Public School 79% 82%   Q. In most collective agreements in B.C. between teachers and their employers, there are limits regarding class sizes that are the number of students that can be placed in each class. Do you support or oppose having such limits? Support May 97 Oct. 99 General Public 78% 84% With Children in Public School 82% 88%   Q. Do you feel that currently class sizes in public schools are:   May 97 Oct. 99 Too large 49% 43% About right 40% 41%   Conclusions: The public rejects the notion of management "flexibility" in structuring classes. The public supports class limits in the collective agreement. The public is becoming more satisfied with current class sizes. The increased approval of current class sizes could be attributed to recent improvements to the collective agreement. With Kindergarten maximums set at 20, and Primary maximums set at 23, many teachers and students across B.C. are experiencing a new level of satisfaction and the public is responding favourably. The positive public attitude is a reaffirmation of the correctness of the BCTF position. It is reassuring in the face of concerted efforts by the B.C. Public School Employers’ Association (BCPSEA) and the B.C. Principals and Vice Principals’ Association (BCPVPA) to discredit the collective agreement and class-size limits. The BCPSEA, which speaks for school boards in B.C. has called for abolition of class-size limits, citing restrictions on management flexibility. The BCPVPA, which speaks for administrators, also takes a negative view, charging that the class-size limits have created an increase in the number of split-grade classes, an increase in the number of students who have been turned away from schools in their catchment area, and an increase in the number of times a school has to re-organize. In a paper released in January 1999, the administrators say, "It seems clear that there are some negative effects of the legislation (collective agreement) on students, parents, and teachers, as well as on the principals and vice-principals." According to the recent survey results however, the public disagrees with the views being promoted by the boards’ hired managers and their bargaining agent, which raises questions for the constituencies purportedly represented by BCPSEA and BCPVPA. If BCPSEA represents school trustees, why does their approach differ from that taken by the B.C. School Trustees’ Association, who typically focus on underfunding as the source of problems? If the BCPVP Association truly represents principals and vice-principals as educators, how can they ignore the education research that demonstrates over and over again the benefits of smaller class sizes? It seems that only teachers are in agreement with parents and the public. Through collective bargaining and a strong union voice, they continue to support quality education with class-size limits. Teachers agitated for bargaining rights around class size in the ’70s and ’80s. We went on strike to achieve class-size maximums in the first three rounds of collective bargaining. We supported the recent improvements in primary numbers. Now teachers want similar improvements in intermediate and secondary class-size maximums. The public support is encouraging, but in light of the positions taken by BCPSEA and the BCPVPA, it will not be enough. It is time for teachers to begin building a unity of purpose around this issue so that in the next round of bargaining, learning conditions for children in B.C. can get even better. Trivia Question: When was the first time the BCTF adopted a policy endorsing firm class-size maximums? Answer: Class-size numbers were part of a Declaration of Working Conditions, Rights, and Prerogatives, which was adopted by the BCTF Annual General Meeting in 1976. They were based on research published by Dr. Martin Olson. Garry Litke is an assistant director in the BCTF’s Bargaining Division. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/AdvocacyAndAction.aspx?id=5286&printPage=true,BCTF > Going to Victoria report, Tara Ehrcke  	BCTF Action and Advocacy  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Advocacy and Action > Lobbying > Going to Victoria Tara Ehrcke Greater Victoria Teachers' Associaton Professional Issues Advisory Committee (PIAC) Tara Ehrcke is a teacher in Victoria (local #61). She lobbied her MLA, Carole James, Leader of the Opposition. This was Tara’s first time lobbying. The main points Tara conveyed to Carole James were the negative effects of class sizes that are too large. Like many teachers, Tara shared her own classroom experiences to illustrate her points. She also talked about the possibility of re-purposing school boards and teachers’ concern for the lack of progress at the Learning Round Table. Ms. James plans to address the re-purposing of school boards issue in the Legislature. As a former school trustee, Ms. James understands the importance of democratically elected school boards. Ms. James wondered why school trustees and their association, BCSTA, seem to be quiet on the issue of re-purposing school boards. For Tara, the experience was valuable. She felt there was real concern expressed by Ms. James about the issues, and that the opposition leader was open to ideas and working with the BCTF and its teachers to secure improvements in learning conditions. A highlight for Tara was finding out that Carole James graduated from the school Tara teaches in. She was also really struck by how knowledgeable Ms. James is on all the issues.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/ProfessionalDevelopment.aspx?id=6388,BCTF > Professional Development Overview  	Professional Development  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers Aboriginal Education  Bargaining & Collective Agreements  Français  Health & Safety  New Teachers  Opportunities for Members  Pensions Professional Development  Professional Rights & Responsibility  Provincial Specialist Associations  Salary & Benefits  Teachers Teaching On Call  Teaching Resources  For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Professional Development Professional Development Overview, Policies, and Procedures BCTF Mission Statement The BCTF is a union of professionals that represents and advocates for the social, professional, and economic goals of teachers and promotes a quality pluralistic public school system through leadership and advocacy, professional development, collective bargaining, and other services for members. The Professional and Social Issues Division (PSID) The purpose of the division is to enhance student learning by promoting and supporting socially responsible quality teaching. Key elements of work in the division: Career-long teacher development (recruitment, pre-service, certification, induction/mentoring, and ongoing professional development) Curriculum and education policy Social justice programs to support safe, nurturing, and inclusive environments in which all teachers and students can work and learn Quality teaching and support for at-risk teachers Aboriginal education Training and support for local leaders and professional development and social issues networks Programs and services for French-speaking members Lesson aids and teacher resources Support for new teachers and liaison with the teacher education institutions. Advocacy for teachers in matters related to the BC College of Teachers and the Teacher Qualification Service. Priorities of PSID Focus on professional leadership Assert the central role of members in student learning and in the development of education policy at the school, district, and provincial levels. Advocate, in all venues, for continued improvements in students’ learning conditions. Exercise professional autonomy in the planning, delivery, and assessment of education to students. Challenge the achievement/assessment/accountability agenda at the school, district, and provincial levels. Establish control by BCTF members of our professional development. Promoting and supporting quality teaching practices that support the needs of teachers throughout their careers Focus on social justice Advocate for a quality public education system that is free and equitablefor all students, and resists privatization and commercialization. Promote the work of the revitalized social justice program with locals, PSAs, and members. Extend the work of the Federation in Aboriginal education in all locals.   BCTF Professional Development Policies and Procedures Reprinted from the Members’ Guide to the BCTF POLICIES 30.A.01 1. Definition of Professional Development Professional development is a process of ongoing growth, through involvement in programs, services, and activities designed to enable teachers, both individually and collectively, to enhance professional practice. 2. Purposes of Professional Development The purpose of professional development is to assist members in: building and strengthening themselves as a professional body. establishing and maintaining a professional relationship with students/parents. initiating curriculum and instructional reform directed to improve teaching and learning. developing, discussing, revising and applying educational theories. improving the quality of professional practice through career-long professional development. engaging in professional and collegial conversations. (00 AGM, p. 15) (June 06 RA, p. 8) 30.A.03—That the BCTF perspective of professional development may include: advocacy for professional autonomy. advocacy for the rights and responsibilities of members. advocacy on social justice issues. advocacy for public education. ongoing examination of the purposes of public education. workshops, seminars, conferences, action research, and others. (83 AGM, p. 11) (June 06 RA, p. 8) 30.A.05—That a goal of the BCTF is to co-operate in the development and improvement of teacher education programs. (Oct 80 RA, p. 4) (June 06 RA, p. 8) 30.A.07—The BCTF promotes partnership with other groups involved in teacher education. This partnership should take the form of: direct participation in program design and evaluation at all teacher education institutions; significant representation on bodies with overall responsibility for teacher education or certification; optional representation on less permanent groups or agencies seeking to influence decisions on teacher education; a shared control over entry into the teaching profession. (Jan 95 Ex, p. 13) (June 05 Ex., p. 24) 30.A.09—Principles of Professional Development  The following is a statement of policy representing collective professional opinion of members of the BCTF. It is based on values and principles that reflect a democratic perspective on public education and is intended to provide a provincial standard of professional development principles. These principles reflect understandings of professional development and the core values of teachers which are: The primacy of continuing career-long professional development. The necessity of teacher autonomy. The importance of teaching-centered and teacher-directed PD. The diversity of effective professional development needs and practices. The value of teachers teaching teachers. Recognition that teachers are learners. Members have an ongoing responsibility to develop professionally. Members have autonomy in making choices about their own professional development. Professional development planning is guided by members’ needs. Professional development informs teaching practice and encourages collegiality. Professional development requires time and resources to meet members’ needs. Professional development incorporates a wide repertoire of teacher collaboration, mentorship, action research, workshops, professional course work, professional reading, peer coaching, and reflection. BCTF has a role in providing professional development services to individual members or groups. (85 AGM, p. 28) (05 AGM, p. 43) 30.A.11—That individual members, school teaching staffs, locals, PSAs, LSAs, and the BCTF are responsible for planning, structuring, organizing, and evaluating professional development programs and services for members. (Jan 92 Ex, p. 4) (June 05 Ex., p. 24) 30.A.13—That the BCTF encourage the provision of professional development through: volunteer efforts of BCTF members. paid work carried out by BCTF staff. services funded by local school boards and/or the provincial government which are directed and performed by BCTF members. services provided by universities and other agencies in co-operation with the BCTF. (June 86 Ex, p. 12) (June 05 Ex., p. 24) 30.A.15—That the BCTF affirm the importance of critical reflection and collaboration to the growth and development of knowledge, understandings and skills of teaching. Specifically, members need adequate resources (time, space, materials) for: critical reflection on teaching; individual and collaborative planning; active research and development; personal, professional and staff development; democratic decision-making within the schools. (Feb 90 Ex, p. 8) 30.A.17—Members of the BCTF have the right to five professional development days within the school year book ends of the first working day after Labour Day, and the last Friday of June, and have the professional autonomy to plan those days. (Nov 84 RA, p. 3) (Jan. 06 RA, p. 12) 30.A.19—That the member, as an autonomous professional, determines, in concert with BCTF colleagues and/or the local union, the content of professional development activities scheduled for professional development days, and further, that professional development days are not used for school goal setting and/or School Improvement Plans, marking accountability assessment tools, or voluntary activities (e.g., sports tournaments, science fairs, music festivals, drama productions.) (98 AGM, p. 30) (June 06 RA, p. 9) 30.A.21—That the Ministry of Education target funds for member-planned and member-led professional development. 30.A.23—That the Ministry of Education re-affirm its commitment to member professional development by designating five non-instructional days of the "days in session" for member planned and led professional development. 30.A.25—That the Ministry of Education and the BCTF investigate other ways to provide rural member equity of access to professional-development programs. 30.A.27 That the BCTF encourage teachers to voluntarily maintain a self-directed PD log. That the BCTF implement strategies to promote the use of self-directed PD logs. (Feb. 04 Ex., p. 13) 30.A.29—That the BCTF continue to encourage teachers to participate in a wide variety of teacher-initiated ongoing professional development activities. (Feb. 04 Ex., p. 15) PROCEDURES 30.A.04—That the BCTF offer workshops, training and professional development consulting services through PD associates according to the following guidelines: The PD associate will consult with the group in creating a workshop to meet their specific needs. This consultation is an integral part of the BCTF service. Workshops should be booked at least one month prior to the date. There will be at least 12 members who participate in a BCTF workshop, unless there are extenuating circumstances (e.g., small schools, department, or local). Workshop facilitators should normally be PD associates. BCTF staff should only facilitate these workshops in exceptional circumstances. No PD associate should be out of pocket for any expenses incurred in providing a BCTF workshop. That any member who provides workshop services to BCTF members as a PD associate, through a Federation-recognized program or service should not receive an honorarium. (June 05 Ex., p. 25) 30.A.06—That each local be encouraged to maintain a professional development committee to offer advice and to stimulate programs in professional development, and to work with other professional development committees at the local, regional and provincial levels. (May 75 RA, p. 14) (76 AGM, p. 55) 30.A.08—That though involvement of teachers on call and unemployed members in local professional development activities varies from local to local, they should be involved as fully as possible. (Dec 79 Ex, p. 5) 30.A.10—That where circumstances permit, members of the public should be invited and encouraged to attend professional development day activities. (85 AGM, p. 27) 30.A.12—The BCTF supports one Friday within the regular work year on which all districts hold a professional development day. (85 AGM, p. 35) (95 AGM, p. 11) 30.A.14—That for the purpose of a province-wide PSA day, the BCTF supports the third Friday in October as the day on which all districts hold a professional day, except in years in which Thanksgiving Monday falls in the same week, in which case the fourth Friday would be the designated day. (Jan 96 Ex, p. 2) 30.A.16 That locals be encouraged to organize school-based or district-based PD days during the school year rather than during the summer. (June 99 Ex., p. 20) That where the employer directs that PD days are to be held outside of the school year book ends of the first working day after Labour Day and the last working day in June, the BCTF will support members in exercising their right to choose not to participate. (Nov. 03 RA, p. 22) 30.A.20—That the BCTF continue to support members through their locals in their efforts to gain autonomy over their professional development. (May '94 RA) 30.A.22—Professional Growth Plans That the BCTF encourage locals and teachers to utilize voluntary, self-directed professional development planning. That locals which are seeking a means to eliminate cyclical teacher evaluation: negotiate mid-contract modifications which remove reference to cyclical evaluations from their collective agreements; not pursue professional growth plans as an alternative. That members be advised of the potential pitfalls inherent in involving themselves in administrator-driven professional growth plans. (Aug. 99 Ex., p. 15-16) 30.A.24—Peer Support That the BCTF establish a Peer Support Service (PSS) to assist active members. (Oct. 02 Ex., p.9) That the Peer Support Service may be offered to a member only when his/her school district agrees that it shall not use any information relating to the member’s involvement in the Peer Support Service against the member in any disciplinary proceedings or in any evaluation of the teaching performance of the member. (April 00 Ex., p. 3) 30.A.26—That members appointed to the BCTF Peer Support Service will be known as Peer Consultants and will comprise a balance of female and male teachers, a representative balance of elementary and secondary teachers, will preferably be fluent in French as well as English. Members appointed as peer consultants will have an extensive background in teaching strategies and training in planning, consultation, classroom observations, analysis, and feedback. (April 00 Ex., p. 3) (Oct. 02 Ex., p. 9) 30.A.28—That an active member who is on a plan-of-assistance, or who needs assistance may request the services of the BCTF Peer Support Service by communicating with his or her local president or designate, who may direct the request to the BCTF staff assigned to co-ordinate the service. (April 00 Ex., p. 4) 30.A.30—Costs That the cost of the service to a member who is on a plan-of-assistance will be paid by his or her school district. That the cost of the service to a member for whom the local president or designate requests assistance with his or her professional teaching practice will be paid by the Federation. (April 00 Ex., p. 6) 30.A.32—Procedures Normally, one peer consultant will be assigned to work with a member who is on a plan-of-assistance or who requests assistance with his or her teaching. The staff member assigned to co-ordinate the service will screen requests for service from local presidents or designates and assign peer consultants in each case. A peer consultant will not give reports to any person except as agreed to, in advance, among the member receiving the services, the local president or designate and the peer consultant. Wherever possible, a peer consultant assigned to assist a member on a plan-of-assistance will participate in developing the plan-of-assistance. Peer consultants may discuss information relating to their work with members of PSS and with appropriate BCTF staff on a privileged communication basis at any time. In the event that a situation where a peer consultant provided assistance develops into a grievance, no information from the peer consultant will be requested nor will any be offered about the situation. Members of the peer support service will be given adequate training and support by the Federation. (April 00 Ex., p. 4) That the school district and the local will provide follow–up support, as needed, by the teacher who has received assistance from the Peer Support Service. (Oct. 02 Ex., p. 9) 30.A.34—School Professional Development Representatives The BCTF recognizes the PD Representative as a union leader and encourages locals to adopt and promote the following description of the role and function of the school-based professional development representative, recognizing that each school situation is unique and adjustments to the model may be necessary. School Level Organizer/Leader Ensures that an election for school professional development representative and members of the school professional development committee is held annually. Chairs the school professional development committee. Develops with the staff a job description of the school professional development representative and the committee. Encourages staff members to identify professional development needs and establish goals each year. Develops with the school professional development committee a professional development plan based on the needs and goals identified in part (d). Ensures that where school-based professional development funds exist, they are distributed equitably according to locally established policies and procedures. Carries out other duties and responsibilities within school professional development guidelines as assigned by the school professional development committee and the district professional development committee. Communicator Receives and distributes relevant professional development and BCTF information. Attends staff meetings to report on school, local and BCTF professional development/BCTF education change oppor-tunities and information. Attends local meetings of school-based professional development representatives to provide liaison between the local* and school professional development committees. Participates in School Professional Development Representatives’ Training which provides the knowledge and skills to assist the school PD rep in performing their roles. Advocate Is familiar with contract language and local* policies related to professional development, curriculum implementation and education change. Serves as school advocate for all teachers in any matters related to professional development, curriculum implementation and education change. Participates with other school-based professional development representatives in generating appropriate contract language and local* policies for professional development, curriculum implementation and education change. Participates with other school-based professional development representatives in generating appropriate contract language and local* policies for professional development, curriculum implementation and education change. Works collegially with staff representatives and school committees. Local Level That locals ensure that each school in the district elects at least one school-based professional development representative each year. That locals ensure that the role and function of school-based professional development representatives is included in local policies and professional development handbooks. That locals* ensure that training programs, provided at BCTF expense, be held each year for school-based professional development representatives. That locals ensure that release time for this training is available. Provincial Level That the BCTF Professional and Social Issues Division communicate to the schools through the school-based professional development representative on all matters related to professional development, curriculum implementation and education change. That the BCTF promote and provide school professional development representative training for school-based professional development representatives. That school professional development representative training contain a strong locally developed component to meet the specific needs of the schools and the local. That school-based professional development representatives inform and advise teachers regarding BCTF policies and activities related to professional development, curriculum implementation and education change. *It is understood that local is meant to refer to local committees at the district level. BCTF Principles of Change Reprinted from the Members’ Guide to the BCTF 9.A.20—That the BCTF advocate and support planned and responsible approaches to the implementation of change in education policies and practices. Specifically, implementation should adhere to the following principles: Centrality of Teaching—The implementation recognizes teachers as the key agents of educational change. The plan respects teachers as self-directed professionals committed to improving education policies and practices. Clarity—Before the implementation begins, teachers, both individually and collectively, are clear about the concept, the value, and the process of change. Conceptual clarity—Members understand the proposed change and how it differs from their current practice. Value clarity—Members are convinced that the change offers an improvement over current practice. Procedural clarity—Members understand the steps to be taken during the implementation. Resources—There are adequate and appropriate resources to support the implementation. Members identify their own resource needs. Provisions are made for physical resources—facilities, equipment, materials; organizational resources—workload, class size, class compositions; professional support—coaching, training, in-service. Time—There is adequate time for each phase of the implementation. Members have enough lead time to achieve conceptual, value and procedural clarity. They have additional time during the implementation process to assess, modify, and solve unanticipated problems. They have time to evaluate, share and report what they have learned. Professional Autonomy—The implementation recognizes the diverse talents, interests and experiences of teachers. Members can adapt and implement the plan in a variety of ways. Professional Development—The professional development of members is recognized as a key element of the implementation. The nature and timing of professional development specific to any implementation are determined by members in the context of their ongoing personal and professional growth. Empowerment—The implementation increases the confidence, vitality and feeling of influence of both students and teachers. Involvement and Communication—The implementation provides for the involvement of teachers, parents, students, trustees, district and ministry staff in ways that foster ownership and commitment. Diversity—The implementation acknowledges the uniqueness of communities, school districts and schools, and the diverse needs and expectations of parents and students. The process is flexible enough to accommodate these differences. Fidelity—Criteria for measuring the success of the implementation are determined before the process begins. Participants agree that these measures will be the basis for the evaluation of the implementation. (89 AGM, pp. 13–15) About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/kaikit_tim/status/511914591174295552,Tim Cheung on Twitter: "@CKNW @nicmak1971 @jonmccomb980 That @christyclarkbc was absent for most of it and showed little leadership in settling the dispute. #bcpoli" টুইটার অনুসন্ধান অনুসন্ধান টুইটার খুঁজুন সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ ভাষা : বাংলা. हिन्दी Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন টুইটার-এ নতুন ? আজই যোগদান করুন » সাইন ইন করুন ফোন, ইমেল বা ব্যবহারকারীর নাম পাসওয়ার্ড সাইন ইন আমাকে মনে রাখুন পাসওয়ার্ড ভুলে গেছেন? ইতিমধ্যে আপনি কি টেক্সট বার্তার মাধ্যমে টুইটার ব্যবহার করছেন? CKNW ‏ @CKNW ১৬ সেপ্টেম্বর What should parents know as a tentative agreement is reached in the #bced dispute? @nicmak1971 talks w/ @jonmccomb980. http://player.cknw.com  সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট অনুসরণ অনুসরণ করা কর্মসমূহ:অনুসরণ না করা অবরুদ্ধ অবরোধ মুক্ত মুলতুবি বাতিল Tim Cheung ‏ @kaikit_tim ১৬ সেপ্টেম্বর @CKNW @nicmak1971 @jonmccomb980 That @christyclarkbc was absent for most of it and showed little leadership in settling the dispute. #bcpoli প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট পুনঃটুইটগুলি ৯ প্রিয় ৭ ৯:২৮ পূর্বাহ্ণ - ১৬ সেপ্টেম্বর, ২০১৪ Kelly Egilsson ‏ @KEgilsson ১৬ সেপ্টেম্বর @kaikit_tim Little is being generous. @CKNW @nicmak1971 @jonmccomb980 @christyclarkbc সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Shelien Hadfield ‏ @MrsHadfield ১৬ সেপ্টেম্বর @KEgilsson @kaikit_tim @CKNW @nicmak1971 @jonmccomb980 @christyclarkbc Actively antagonized! সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Steven Bartlett ‏ @Didius13 ১৬ সেপ্টেম্বর @kaikit_tim @unitedstrong @CKNW @nicmak1971 @jonmccomb980 @christyclarkbc ...but I bet she takes much of the credit. https://twitter.com/kaikit_tim/status/511914591174295552 … সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Lyle Keith ‏ @kwazycanuck ১৬ সেপ্টেম্বর @kaikit_tim @Didius13 @CKNW @nicmak1971 @jonmccomb980 @christyclarkbc our job is to help others never forget this incompetency সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Steven Bartlett ‏ @Didius13 ১৬ সেপ্টেম্বর @kwazycanuck @kaikit_tim @CKNW @nicmak1971 @jonmccomb980 @christyclarkbc Absolutely! https://twitter.com/kwazycanuck/status/511917902216585216 … সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Tim Cheung থেকে কোন আপডেট মিস্ করবেন না © 2014 টুইটার সম্বন্ধে সহায়তা বিজ্ঞপ্তি তথ্য বন্ধ মিডিয়াটিকে চিহ্নিত করুন এটি ইতিমধ্যে সংবেদনশীল কন্টেন্ট ধারণকারী হিসাবে চিহ্নিত হয়েছে। পতাকা তুলুন এটি সম্ভাব্যরূপে অবৈধ বিষয়বস্তুর ধারণকারী হিসেবে। সমর্পণ করা বাতিল মিডিয়াকে চিহ্নিত করা সম্পর্কে আরো জানুন খারিজ বন্ধ পূর্ববর্তী পরবর্তী বন্ধ একজন ব্যক্তির প্রোফাইলে যান সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ বন্ধ আপনার অনুসরণকারীদের এই পুনঃটুইটটি পাঠাবেন? বাতিল পুনঃটুইট বন্ধ আপনি কি নিশ্চিত যে এই টুইট মুছে দিতে চান? বাতিল মুছে ফেলুন বন্ধ রোধ করন বাতিল রোধ করন আপনার টুইটসমুহে একটি অবস্থান যুক্ত করুন যখন একটি অবস্থানের সঙ্গে আপনার টুইট করেন, টুইটার সেই অবস্থান সংরক্ষণ করে। প্রত্যেক টুইটের আগে আপনি আপনার অবস্থান চালু / বন্ধ করতে পারেন, এবং যে কোনও সময় আপনি আপনার অবস্থানের ইতিহাস মুছে ফেলতে পারেন। আরো জানুন অবস্থান চালু করুন এখন নয় স্থান বন্ধ করুন বন্ধ প্রোফাইল সারসংক্ষেপ বন্ধ আপনার তালিকাসমূহ বন্ধ একটি নতুন তালিকা তৈরি করুন নাম তালিকা বিবরণ 100 অক্ষরের কম, ঐচ্ছিক তালিকাসমূহ:গোপনীয়তা সাধারণ · যে কেউ এই তালিকা অনুসরণ করতে পারেন ব্যক্তিগত · শুধুমাত্র আপনিই এই তালিকায় প্রবেশ করতে পারবেন তালিকা সংরক্ষণ করুন বন্ধ বন্ধ এই টুইট স্থাপিত কর আপনার নীচের ওয়েবসাইটে কোডটি অনুলিপি দ্বারা এই টুইট যোগ করুন * আরও জানুন হুম, সার্ভারে পৌঁছনোর একটি সমস্যা ছিল। পরে আবার চেষ্টা করবেন? প্রকৃত টুইট অন্তর্ভুক্ত করুন অন্তর্ভুক্ত মিডিয়া প্রাকদর্শন বন্ধ টুইটারে নিবন্ধন করুন টুইটারে নেই? নিবন্ধন করুন, আপনির পছন্দের বিষয়গুলির সাথে যুক্ত হন, এবং তাদের বিষয়ে হালনাগাদ পান। একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন » বন্ধ দুটি উপায় (প্রেরণ এবং গ্রহণ) শর্ট কোড: দেশ কোড গ্রাহকদের জন্য মার্কিন যুক্তরাষ্ট্র 40404 (যে কোন) কানাডা 21212 (যে কোন) যুক্তরাজ্য 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM হাইতি 40404 Digicel, Voila আয়ারল্যান্ড 51210 Vodafone, O2 ভারত 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance ইন্দোনেশিয়া 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » অন্য দেশসমুহের এসএসএস সংক্ষিপ্ত কোড দেখুন বন্ধ নিশ্চিতকরণ)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141006,globalnews.ca,http://globalnews.ca/national/weather/,)
(20141006,www.youtube.com,https://www.youtube.com/www/subscriptionmanager,)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/AndreaWoo?lang=he,Andrea Woo (@AndreaWoo) | Twitter טוויטר שאילתת חיפוש חיפוש בטוויטר חיפושים שמורים הסרה חשבון מאומת @ משתמשים מומלצים חשבון מאומת @ חשבון מאומת @ שפה: עברית Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 כבר יש לך חשבון? כניסה הגעת לא מזמן לטוויטר? הצטרף היום » כניסה טלפון, דואר אלקטרוני או שם משתמש ססמה כניסה זכור אותי שכחת את הססמה? כבר התחלת להשתמש בטוויטר דרך מסרונים? Andrea Woo חשבון מאומת @AndreaWoo ציוצים ‏19.4 אלף תמונות/סרטונים 2,242 במעקב 1,538 עוקבים 9,062 אהובים 129   עוד אהובים רשימות ביטול השתקת @AndreaWoo השתקת @AndreaWoo לעקוב ברשימת המעקב להפסיק לעקוב חסימה שחרור בהמתנה ביטול Andrea Wooחשבון מאומת @AndreaWoo Multimedia reporter at the @globeandmail. Header photo = That Resonating Emotion by Don, a 2011 PHOTO 101 DTES photography workshop participant. Vancouver, B.C. AndreaWoo.com מועד ההצטרפות: יולי 2009 2,242 תמונות וסרטונים ציוצים ציוצים Tweets & replies Andrea Woo @AndreaWoo  ·  3 שעות RT @ErinAnderssen: So one of world's most powerful women is in Ottawa and first Q is about being a grandmother? @HillaryClinton #Canada2020 תגובה 0 replies לצייץ מחדש צויץ מחדש 0 retweets אהוב סומן כאהוב 0 favorites עוד הטמעת ציוץ Andrea Woo @AndreaWoo  ·  4 שעות Oppenheimer camper Scott Bonnyman: city's offer of mats on floor not enuf. Hearing underway: http://bit.ly/1Elh7Am  pic.twitter.com/Rn7VzAIM2v צפייה בעוד תמונות וסרטונים תגובה 0 replies לצייץ מחדש צויץ מחדש 2 אהוב סומן כאהוב 0 favorites עוד הטמעת ציוץ Andrea Woo @AndreaWoo  ·  8 שעות Postmedia buys Quebecor’s English-language papers (including Sun chain/24 Hours dailies) for $316-million: http://fw.to/ku2jknD  הצגת סיכום תגובה 0 replies לצייץ מחדש צויץ מחדש 1 retweet 1 אהוב סומן כאהוב 0 favorites עוד הטמעת ציוץ Andrea Woo retweeted Sunny Dhillon @TheSunnyDhillon  ·  18 שעות This is quite the lede from @moore_oliver http://fw.to/kgFCIXd  #TOpoli pic.twitter.com/6hD8q1v1Fw צפייה בעוד תמונות וסרטונים תגובה 0 replies לצייץ מחדש צויץ מחדש 5 retweets 5 אהוב סומן כאהוב 2 עוד הטמעת ציוץ Andrea Woo @AndreaWoo  ·  18 שעות Bold MT @Garossino: @AndreaWoo 300,000 Cdns in HK means we'll feel impact. Shd call for Cda to support spirit of original handover agreement תגובה 0 replies לצייץ מחדש צויץ מחדש 0 retweets אהוב סומן כאהוב 0 favorites עוד הטמעת ציוץ Andrea Woo @AndreaWoo  ·  18 שעות . @davegrapes @VanOlympics But you can be informed, and have an informed opinion, as regular citizen. Not a laborious task. הצגת השיחה תגובה 0 replies לצייץ מחדש צויץ מחדש 0 retweets אהוב סומן כאהוב 0 favorites עוד הטמעת ציוץ Andrea Woo @AndreaWoo  ·  18 שעות . @VanOlympics Agree to disagree. I don't think it's asking a lot to hope your mayor, or prospective mayor, is up on major int'l issues הצגת השיחה תגובה 0 replies לצייץ מחדש צויץ מחדש 0 retweets אהוב סומן כאהוב 5 favorites 5 עוד הטמעת ציוץ Andrea Woo @AndreaWoo  ·  18 שעות Would hope so MT @VanOlympics: @AndreaWoo But what would you expect Mayoral candidate to know? Do you think they have studied issues of HK? תגובה 0 replies לצייץ מחדש צויץ מחדש 1 retweet 1 אהוב סומן כאהוב 0 favorites עוד הטמעת ציוץ Andrea Woo @AndreaWoo  ·  18 שעות . @VanOlympics Was not a random, controversy-baiting Q. HK-Vancouver diaspora alone shows link between cities. Legit question to ask of mayor הצגת השיחה תגובה 0 replies לצייץ מחדש צויץ מחדש 0 retweets אהוב סומן כאהוב 6 favorites 6 עוד הטמעת ציוץ Andrea Woo @AndreaWoo  ·  18 שעות . @VanOlympics There is a difference, though, between mandate and taking a moral stand הצגת השיחה תגובה 0 replies לצייץ מחדש צויץ מחדש 1 retweet 1 אהוב סומן כאהוב 1 favorite 1 עוד הטמעת ציוץ Andrea Woo @AndreaWoo  ·  18 שעות But they do when advantageous RT @VanOlympics: @AndreaWoo Mayoral Candidates should not be commenting on international issues. הצגת השיחה תגובה 0 replies לצייץ מחדש צויץ מחדש 1 retweet 1 אהוב סומן כאהוב 2 עוד הטמעת ציוץ Andrea Woo @AndreaWoo  ·  19 שעות I asked Gregor Robertson, Kirk LaPointe & Meena Wong to talk to me about #HongKong protest. Only 1 would: http://fw.to/YkKPgaT  #Vancouver הצגת סיכום תגובה 0 replies לצייץ מחדש צויץ מחדש 6 retweets 6 אהוב סומן כאהוב 8 favorites 8 עוד הטמעת ציוץ Andrea Woo @AndreaWoo  ·  19 שעות #Vancouver residents at Chinese consulate standing w/ #HongKong protesters, via @atangledvine: pic.twitter.com/M44q4AdsxU #occupycentral צפייה בעוד תמונות וסרטונים תגובה 0 replies לצייץ מחדש צויץ מחדש 7 retweets 7 אהוב סומן כאהוב 2 עוד הטמעת ציוץ Andrea Woo @AndreaWoo  ·  5 באוק׳ Couple friends just got back from a 20,000 (!) km bike trip around the world. Their blog here: http://2lovecycling.com/  pic.twitter.com/B2xW8f1u8E צפייה בעוד תמונות וסרטונים תגובה 0 replies לצייץ מחדש צויץ מחדש 1 retweet 1 אהוב סומן כאהוב 5 favorites 5 עוד הטמעת ציוץ Andrea Woo retweeted travis lupick @tlupick  ·  4 באוק׳ #VanPoli candidates on #HongKong. @kirklapointe: no comment. @MayorGregor: No real comment. @meenawong1: lots to say: http://bit.ly/1oIa22X  הצגת סיכום תגובה 0 replies לצייץ מחדש צויץ מחדש 19 retweets 19 אהוב סומן כאהוב 7 favorites 7 עוד הטמעת ציוץ Andrea Woo retweeted Calvin @calvye  ·  5 באוק׳ @AndreaWoo what I saw at Admiralty. pic.twitter.com/YuaoecLe0p צפייה בעוד תמונות וסרטונים תגובה 0 replies לצייץ מחדש צויץ מחדש 2 אהוב סומן כאהוב 2 עוד הטמעת ציוץ Andrea Woo @AndreaWoo  ·  4 באוק׳ Further to last tweet: Here are Christy Clark's cautious remarks on #HongKong protests: http://fw.to/IuDMax  הצגת סיכום תגובה 0 replies לצייץ מחדש צויץ מחדש 1 retweet 1 אהוב סומן כאהוב 0 favorites עוד הטמעת ציוץ Andrea Woo @AndreaWoo  ·  4 באוק׳ Interesting to see which politicians will/won't comment on #HongKong protests #Vancouver: http://fw.to/YkKPgaT  Cda: http://fw.to/AKtP9IV  הצגת סיכום תגובה 0 replies לצייץ מחדש צויץ מחדש 5 retweets 5 אהוב סומן כאהוב 3 favorites 3 עוד הטמעת ציוץ Andrea Woo @AndreaWoo  ·  3 באוק׳ Protesters vs. angry locals. Things getting ugly in #HongKong. http://huff.to/10pWGTs  pic.twitter.com/ud9ZaWxcBj צפייה בעוד תמונות וסרטונים תגובה 0 replies לצייץ מחדש צויץ מחדש 2 אהוב סומן כאהוב 1 favorite 1 עוד הטמעת ציוץ Andrea Woo retweeted Nathan VanderKlippe @nvanderklippe  ·  3 באוק׳ Emptied Occupy site. Police officer told me: "I want to cry. Only 10 people. And all this crowd against them." pic.twitter.com/xCuZs7XgFf צפייה בעוד תמונות וסרטונים תגובה 0 replies לצייץ מחדש צויץ מחדש 76 retweets 76 אהוב סומן כאהוב 16 favorites 16 עוד הטמעת ציוץ טוויטר עמוס מהרגיל או שיש איזושהי מגבלה זמנית. לנסות שוב ניתן לבקר במצב של טוויטר למידע נוסף. סגירה Andrea Woo עקב אחרי לא לפספס אף עדכונים מאת Andrea Woo Vancouver, B.C. · לשנות © 2014 טוויטר על אודות עזרה מידע על הפרסומות סגירה נושאים חמים נושאים חמים במיוחד בשבילך. מגמות מציעות דרך ייחודית להתקרב לדברים שמעניינים אותך. הן תפורות אישית עבורך בהתבסס על המיקום שלך והאנשים שברשימת המעקב שלך. לשנות להשאיר את הנושאים החמים המותאמים לקבל נושאים חמים מרחבי העולם סיום התעלמות סגירה קודם הבא סגירה מעבר לפרופיל של משתמש חיפושים שמורים הסרה חשבון מאומת @ משתמשים מומלצים חשבון מאומת @ חשבון מאומת @ סגירה האם לצייץ מחדש לעוקבים שלך? ביטול לצייץ מחדש סגירה האם אכן ברצונך למחוק ציוץ זה? ביטול מחיקה סגירה חסימה ביטול חסימה הוספת זיהוי מיקום לציוציך בעת שליחת ציוץ הכולל מיקום, טוויטר שומר מיקום זה. באפשרותך להפעיל/לכבות את זיהוי המיקומים לפני כל ציוץ ותמיד באפשרותך למחוק את כל היסטוריית המיקומים שלך מידע נוסף הפעלת זיהוי מיקום לא עכשיו נטרול זיהוי המיקום סגירה תקציר הפרופיל סגירה הרשימות שלך סגירה יצירת רשימה חדשה שם הרשימה תיאור עד 100 תווים, רשות פרטיות פומבי · כל אחד רשאי לעקוב אחרי רשימה זו פרטי · רשימה זו שמירת רשימה סגירה סגירה הטמעת ציוץ זה ניתן להוסיף ציוץ זה לאתר שלך על־ידי העתקת הקוד שלהלן. מידע נוסף המממ, קרתה איזו תקלה בזמן ההתחברות לשרת. לנסות שוב? לכלול את ציוץ ההורה לכלול את המדיה תצוגה מקדימה סגירה הרשמה לטוויטר אינך משתמש/ת בטוויטר? הירשמו, פיקחו עין על הנושאים שמעניינים אתכם, וקבלו עדכונים בזמן אמת. כבר יש לך חשבון? כניסה » סגירה קודים קצרים דו־כיווניים (שליחה וקבלה): מדינה קוד ללקוחות של ארצות הברית 40404 (כולם) קנדה 21212 (כולם) בריטניה 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 ברזיל 40404 Nextel, TIM האיטי 40404 Digicel, Voila אירלנד 51210 Vodafone, O2 הודו 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance אינדונזיה 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata איטליה 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » הצגת קודים מקוצרים של SMS במדינות אחרות סגירה אישור)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=14686&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 20, Number 3, November/December 2007 Strategies for countering the accountability agenda The following is an edited version of the keynote address, Dr. Wayne Ross, BCTF Representative Assembly, November 2, 2007. A third-grade teacher refuses to administer a mandatory reading test after witnessing the psychological toll on her students and is disciplined by the school board and attacked in the press for her actions. A dean of education praises the teacher for taking a principled stand and protecting her students from "psychological and educational vandalism" and engaging in civil disobedience. The dean is then attacked by the Minister of Education as "irresponsible" because rather than telling teachers to "work co-operatively with others on issues of mutual interest" he encourages teachers to exercise professional judgment, even if that requires one to be civilly disobedient. So, it’s come to this, exercising professional judgment as a teacher, at least in some contexts, requires them to be civilly disobedient. How did teaching in public schools get to this point and what can we do about it? I’d like to begin to answer this question and perhaps spur your thinking about what we can do to counter an accountability agenda that promulgates psychological and education vandalism on students, de-professionalizes teachers, reduces education to a commodity, and treats schools like stocks—ranking them as the biggest gainers or biggest losers based on test scores. Accountability of schools is a relatively contemporary concern, dating probably to James Coleman’s 1966 report "Equality of Educational Opportunity." This report examined achievement of American children of different races and shifted attention toward outcomes and away from resources and inputs. Since then, demands for schools to be accountable have been accentuated by the often-conflicting demands of policymakers and politicians who control the education purse strings, and professional educators with the knowledge and skills to educate children within a democracy. Accountability has become the means of enforcement and control used by governments and corporations to enact educational "reforms." Governments and corporations can only demand that others remake schools by delegating the authority to carry out this mission. Delegation takes the form of uniform outcome measures of productivity (e.g., scores on standardized tests), which provide evidence that the authority delegated is being properly exercised. Accountability is an economic means of interaction. When power is delegated and dispersed to those within a hierarchical system there is an expected return from the investment of that power in others. Those to whom power has been delegated are obligated to answer or render an account of the degree of success in accomplishing the outcomes desired by those in power. Because of the diffuse nature of many hierarchical systems, accountability depends on both surveillance and self-regulation. The power of surveillance is born out in part by the spectacle that may result from accounting by those to whom power has been delegated (e.g., Fraser Institute school rankings). Self-regulation, which is the faithful exercise of delegated authority, is in part based on surveillance and the concomitant possibility of spectacle (as in the case of Kathryn Sihota’s refusal to administer a reading test), but also on the perception of the legitimacy of those delegating power. Neo-liberalism is the prevailing political economic paradigm Neo-liberalism is the prevailing political economic paradigm in the world today and has been described as an ideological "monoculture." The tenets of neo-liberalism include: the rule of the market, cutting public expenditures, deregulation, privatization, and elimination of the concept of "public good" and replacing it with "individual responsibility." Neo-liberalism also works as a political system, one in which there is a formal democracy, but the citizens remain spectators, diverted from any meaningful participation in decision-making. Education is a key target of the neo-liberal project because of its market size and centrality to the economy and is also a target because of its potential to challenge corporate globalization if it succeeds in producing critical citizens for a democratic society. Governments have introduced curricular reforms and accountability systems that commodify public education by reducing learning to bits of information and skills to be taught and tested and marketize education through programs that promote privatization and user fees in place of free, public education. Neo-liberal educational reform policies focus on creation of curriculum standards, where the state defines the knowledge to be taught, and "accountability." The specification of curriculum standards is nearly always accompanied by accountability strategies. It does no good to establish expectations if one does not ensure they are met and, if they are not met, that there is a planned remedy. The dominant approach to educational accountability is an "outcomes-based bureaucratic" one, which relies on mandated student testing. The manifestation of accountability in schools Bureaucratic outcomes-based accountability is deeply embedded within the accountability agenda of the current BC government. A good question to ask at the start is: Who is being held accountable by whom, for what, through what mechanisms and with what consequences? Under bureaucratic outcomes-based accountability, students, teachers, and administrators are accountable to a central government agency for demonstrating academic success on a small set of indicators of individual student performance. There are a common set of expectations/standards, a small number of indicators, clear cut-offs to indicate success or failure, and consequences at the individual and school level for failure. The effects on learning are that it becomes a chore, with the emphasis on learning for marks, rather than fun. Critical, analytic thinking is limited. There is a valuing of achievement over ability and effort, an increase in stress and anxiety, and a loss of student control and choice. Developing an alternative perspective on accountability In order to protect public education and teachers’ professional status, teachers and their allies must engage in and redirect the prevailing discourse and realities of accountability. If you want your profession to remain a profession, if we’re going to have public education that serves the needs and interests of the public we have to engage in this discourse. But we do not have to accept the lines of the discourse as they have been drawn. It would be a mistake to construct strategies aimed at rejecting accountability per se. Rather, teachers and others concerned with the collective good of society must: (1) disrupt the taken-for-granted relationships embedded in bureaucratic outcomes-based evaluation, and (2) aim to reconstruct the current conception of accountability in ways that...frame accountability around teacher autonomy and the public interest. We can think about professional accountability, which brings teachers, administrators, the government, and teacher education programs into the accountability framework, for they are the entities responsible for quality teacher preparation. They support students’ academic and social success through self-regulation and review by the teaching profession in conjunction with governmental agencies. So we have standards of professional practice, peer review, assessments of novice teachers, mentoring systems, professional development, and continuing education. Another model is authentic accountability. Schools are accountable to parents and communities—including students. Here the focus is on the local school community for how well a school educates its students and for the quality of the social and learning environment through the use of authentic and multiple indicators. We want to be thinking about high quality, local assessment systems. I think low-stakes standardized tests in literacy and numeracy are okay, but there are lots of ways to do that without giving standardized tests to every student in the province—such as matrix sampling models. School quality reviews and self-study would focus on the opportunity to learn, the quality of resources, the standards of professional practice, and the responsiveness to students. This model would include annual reporting by the school to its community and a focus on improvement of schools, not rewards and punishments. The second thing is resisting demands to give or score tests that do not contribute to good pedagogy and creating programs aimed at re-defining what constitutes quality education and quality schools, e.g., "Rethinking Accountability" conference and the "What Really Counts" fact sheets, as well as the new BCTF brochure "Testing, You Bet." Promoting authentic accountability models, test resistance actions (e.g., opting out), and lobbying government are all areas that lend themselves to collaborations with parents and students. Here are some examples of successful collaborations south of the border: Parent/teacher protests in Los Angeles forced school officials to back off a plan to intensify grade retention. In Massachusetts, officials were forced to redefine cut scores on state tests that otherwise would have prevented as many as 83% of Latino and 80% of African-American students from receiving diplomas. In Detroit, teachers have engaged in wildcat strikes, focussing on "Schools, Supplies, and Lower Class Size," with widespread public support. In BC we have what I would call "chronic" grassroots networks, which are grassroots networks that are really connected to thinking about education in the public interest. The BCTF and the Charter for Public Education are great examples. We also have "acute" grassroots networks, like student groups or parents who opt out. In New York State, for example, one of the key elements in the anti-testing movement were the Scarsdale moms from a fairly wealthy suburb of New York City. They decided that the state-mandated tests in the eighth grade were abusive of their kids. They not only opted their kids out, they picketed the schools. Quickly the Scarsdale moms worked in other organizations, including the Coalition for Common Sense, which had a powerful effect on the discourse around accountability in New York State. There are a number of resources available, including: • Fairtest–the National Center for Fair and Open Testing (www.fairtest.org), which supports a test resistance network across the US with regional co-ordinators, operates listserves that focus on resistance strategies, hosts conferences, and publishes resources. • MASS CARE–the Massachusetts Coalition for Authentic Reform in Education (www.ParentsCare.org), which educates and organizes people across the state to support quality public education and oppose the high-stakes testing system. MASS CARE organizes educational forums, petition drives, boycotts and rallies; does outreach to schools to get resolutions passed on testing, works with the media, maintains email lists, conducts research, and publishes resources. These are activities that are also being done in different ways in BC. It is a question of what are the resources we have here, what are the other resources that we need to tap into, and how can we build a coalition of resistance that can shift the discourse on accountability away from bureaucratic, outcomes-based accountability to an accountability that is authentic, that includes communities, that protects teacher professional autonomy, and that protects education in the public interest.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7722&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 4, January/February 2005 Public Education—Not for Sale II Privatization of education at all levels is expanding as government cuts back on the funding of education. A conference called "Public Education Not for Sale II" being held on February 18–19, will examine the issues and focus on actions that can be taken to protect public education. It is a follow-up to a similar conference on the theme held in 2000. Keynote speakers for the conference are both authors of books looking at the impact of commercialization on children. Heather-jane Robertson’s book is No More Teachers, No More Books: The Commercialization of Canada’s Schools. Juliet Schor’s book is Born to Buy: The Commercialized Child and the New Consumer Culture. In addition to these speakers, a range of workshops will look at issues related to privatization in the post-secondary system in B.C., as well as those affecting the K–12 schools, from school fees and fundraising to school district business companies. Action workshops will develop plans for challenging privatization and supporting public education. Co-sponsors of the conference, along with the BCTF, are the other members of the B.C. Coalition for Public Education, as well as the B.C. Federation of Labour, the Canadian Teachers’ Federation, and the Charter for Public Education Network. For more information on the conference and the registration form, check the BCTF web site at bctf.ca/notforsale/PrivatizationConference/.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7914,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 4, January/February 2005 Who funds the Fraser Institute? by Donald Gutstein Aspiring reporters are taught to "follow the money" when doing business or government stories. Who’s financing the project? Who will benefit from the rezoning or the tax break? Who will lose out? Last year, the Fraser Institute celebrated its 30th anniversary. A gala was held in Calgary for 1,200 well-fed libertarians, conservatives, and reactionaries. Only two numbers were mentioned in the news coverage: 30 and 1,200. Missing was the more important number: 100 million, the dollars, more or less, that have been funnelled through the institute over the years. Early on, Executive Director Michael Walker had to scramble to meet his payroll of $100,000. Last year, he brought in $6.6 million, the largest amount in its history, vaulting it past some of its sister propaganda outfits in the U.S. When averaged, the grand total is about $100 million. Forgetting what their journalism profs told them, reporters never asked who’s pouring that much money into the think tank, and why? True, it isn’t easy to answer this question unless Walker divulges the information, and for once, he’s not talking. Canadian law for tax-exempt societies does not require contributors to be made public. The institute’s annual report provides a breakdown by category of donor: 52% from foundations, 38% from organizations, and the remainder from individuals. Tax-exempt foundations must list recipients of their grants, so it is possible to identify most of the foundation money. Four large Canadian foundations provide the lion’s share of nearly $3.5 million from that source. Until recently, the leader was the Donner Canadian Foundation, a key organization in the project to change the ideological fabric of Canadian society. It is known as paymaster to the right, and it’s safe to say that the reactionary right would have made little headway in Canada in the past decade without Donner’s backing. Stephen Harper would be a nobody, for instance. Donner, with assets of $200 million, gives out two million a year to right-wing causes. In the mid-1990s, it established three new libertarian think tanks: the Atlantic Institute for Market Studies, in Halifax, the Frontier Centre for Public Policy, in Winnipeg, and the Montreal Economic Institute. In 2002, the latest year for which figures are available, Donner contributed nearly half a million dollars to the Fraser Institute, including $200,000 for Donner Awards in the Delivery of Social Services. This is a program to undermine government by ostensibly demonstrating that the voluntary sector does better than the public sector in delivering social services. (So who needs government?) In their fawning coverage of the institute’s anniversary party, reporters never asked who has poured $100 million into the right-wing think-tank, and why. Donner also gave $100,000 to start CanStats, a Fraser Institute division that purports to monitor how the media report science and statistics. Most of the work is done by ideologues who are neither scientists nor statisticians. Noam Chomsky and Ed Herman call this activity "flak." By criticizing and harassing mainstream media, flak organizations can pull media reporting to the right. By the late 1990s, right-wing Canadian foundations were exhibiting the same co-ordinated funding behaviour that made the American foundations so formidable. This dangerous development occurred after Michael Walker joined the board of Calgary-based Max Bell Foundation in 1996. (He left in 2003.) Along with Donner, Bell began providing large sums for school-choice projects, which are designed to destabilize public education, including $500,000 to the Fraser Institute and similar amounts for charter schools in Alberta. Max Bell also provides money for an intern to marshal the evidence in favour of for-profit healthcare. Walker reined in two more foundations to support the school-choice work, the Lotte and John Hecht Memorial Foundation, whose money came from selling arms, and the W. Garfield Weston Foundation, whose money comes from a less colourful source: selling biscuits. Galen Weston, Canada’s second wealthiest person, and his family are becoming the most important funding source. They have committed more than $10 million on the institute’s school vouchers program. Corporate contributions are buried in the institute’s accounts. It’s been 20 years since Walker released a list of corporate members. But a look at the board of trustees reveals some interesting patterns. There’s a representative from Pfizer, the world’s largest multinational drug company. Just coincidentally, since Walker claims no trustee can tell the staff what to do, the Fraser has a pharmaceutical-policy division, which attacks internet pharmacies that provide cheaper drugs for Americans, disparages critics of drug-company policies regarding distribution of HIV/AIDs drugs in Africa, attacks generic drugs, and opposes the ban on direct-to-consumer advertising of prescription drugs, all of benefit to Pfizer. There’s big and small oil and gas money from Calgary (Gwyn Morgan of EnCana, R. J. Pirie of Sabre Energy). Just coincidentally the Fraser has supported climate-change skeptics for nearly a decade. There are investors from Vancouver (Peter Brown, of Cannacord Capital) and Toronto (James McGovern, of Arrow Hedge Partners, who manages $300 million in hedge funds for high-net-worth individuals). Just coincidentally, cutting corporate and income taxes has been a Fraser mainstay. If the media don’t tell the story, Canadians won’t know about the Fraser’s reactionary agenda. It’s not obvious why the CBC’s coverage of the gala was so uncritical and boosterish. Perhaps the public broadcaster is cowed by decades of anti-CBC flak generated by the institute. CanWest Global’s slavish coverage is more understandable. David Asper is no longer a trustee. He resigned when he became publisher of The National Post. But The Calgary Herald was a sponsor of the event, and former Fraser Institute intern Danielle Smith, a Herald editorial writer and now host of Asper’s Global Sunday, emceed the evening. The Ottawa Citizen editorialized that the Fraser Institute is a dissenting hero standing up to the socialist establishment. Another interpretation is that the Fraser is a small cog in a global wheel of reaction designed to roll back the democratic gains of the 20th century. Hundreds of millions of corporate and foundation dollars make the wheel go round. Donald Gutstein is a senior lecturer in the School of Communication at Simon Fraser University. He was co-director of Project Censored Canada and NewsWatch Canada and is currently working on a book about corporate propaganda. Source: www.straightgoods.com Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media jthornthwaite last tweet "MLA @douglas_horne thanking @colemancountry for his work w/ housing for BC @LindaReimerMLA @bcliberals http://t.co/zR6bdVGcRI" @jthornthwaite - 02:03am Follow @jthornthwaite BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8828,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, Number 4, March 2004 Health and safety: The sky is falling! Now What? by Maureen L. MacDonald Chicken Little said it. "The sky is falling! the sky is falling!" Well, Chicken Little was a birdbrain. Didn’t have a clue. Please allow me to translate that famous phrase into health and safety language, which states the situation and aims for a solution. "Bad things are, or might be, happening! We need a plan!" My work as a prevention officer in the BCTF’s Health and Safety Department is not to prevent health and safety, (that always makes me smile), but to help locals and members to prevent injuries and illnesses on the job. In other words, I assist in developing plans. Here’s a small sample of some recent events. See if you can formulate a workable plan to avoid or to correct the falling of the sky. Button up your overcoat Is it too cold for comfort in your classroom? If you have been reading this column since I started writing it, in November 2002, you know that the topic of cold indoor temperature has come up many times. The plan in some districts is to tell students and staff members to dress warmly. If you think that is a good plan, you may have frostbite of the brain. You could use a little adjustment of your thin cotton thinking cap. Step right up, and I’ll fix that for you. On the other hand, if you think that a cold school is a likely eventuality and a plan should be discussed by the Joint Occupational Health & Safety (JOH&S) Committee and known by all staff in advance of the indoor cold snap, you are thinking clearly. When the plan is developed, keep in mind WCB Regulation 4.80, which states, "The employer must ensure that temperature and humidity levels within the indoor work environment are maintained within acceptable comfort ranges, as far as is practicable." In winter, those ranges are 20 to 24ºC. Also know that the School Act Section 90 (2) says "A school medical health officer may require a board to close a school when the school medical health officer considers that the health or safety of students is at risk." In January 2004, a school operated all day at 11ºC in one district, while in another district all the students in a school were sent home by 9:30 a.m. The staff didn’t have to stay there in the cold either. Eau de varnish and paint A gym floor was varnished. Several teachers and students got headaches. Paint, some water-based and some oil-based, was applied during the school day. Several staff members and students experienced runny eyes, sneezing, sore throats, and rashes. Should the plan be (a) grin and bear it, or (b) grumble to colleagues and friends, or (c) develop some guidelines for painting and recommend them to your school board through the JOH&S committee at your worksite? If (c) is your plan, you may want to apply for my job some day. You don’t even have to start your plan from scratch. The BCTF has a Construction/ Renovation/Maintenance/Repair Protocol that you can get from the Health and Safety page on the BCTF web site at bctf.ca/education/health. Adapt it for painting. If you know in advance that you suffer adverse reactions, ask to be temporarily reassigned to a location with non-smelly air. If you get sick at school, file a WCB claim. Don’t use your sick leave for work-related illnesses. Keep in touch with your local president. Oh give me time, lots of planning time... Does your school have a fire safety plan and an earthquake plan? Of course it does. In writing. For reference and review regularly. Everybody knows. Don’t stop at just those two plans while you’re on a roll. Violent students? Report to your school’s Joint Occupational Health & Safety (JOH&S) Committee. Read WCB Reg. 4.27--4.31. Do a risk assessment, and develop a violence prevention plan. Find out your district’s restraint policy. Each violent student needs a safety plan. Put it into the IEP if there is one. File a WCB incident report if you are threatened. Have the first-aid attendant record any injury, no matter how small, in the first-aid log. Tell your local president. Strangers wandering the halls? Develop a visitors plan, and ask each visitor to report to the office to get a visitor’s badge. Bomb threat? Who goes back into the evacuated school to see if it is safe? (Police come to mind right away.) What if the weather is too miserable to stay outside on the field while waiting? Hand me the emergency plan, and I’ll check. Other emergency? These actual announcements have been heard over the PA system as a coded way to tell teachers to lock their doors and wait for further instructions. Attention all staff: Dr. Nightingale is in the school; the superintendent is in the building; Dr. Sharp is in the building; Please return the large scissors to the office immediately; Code red. What’s the secret phrase in your school? If you are an itinerant teacher or a TOC, would you know what to do? Find a way to inform those valuable colleagues. Speaking of emergency plans, plan a lockdown procedure that includes "No one use the washrooms." Hope you’ll never have to test it. Are you the only one on site? Who knows where you are? Get right on this item if it has not been discussed lately by your staff. Put it on the agenda of your school’s next JOH&S committee meeting. You need a working alone or in isolation plan. See WCB Reg. 4.21 to 4.23. The plan is not just for school days if teachers have keys to the schools. There have been some serious problems on holidays. Going to your car on a dark and stormy night? Think staff safety plan. Many schools have a buddy system for leaving after dark. Many JOH&S committees have successfully recommended that outdoor lighting be installed around their schools. The end is near No, the sky is not falling! And even if the sky really is falling, we have plans to prop it up safely. The end of this list of plans is near. Just one more thing. Plan to report all health and safety concerns to your worksite JOH&S committee. Without a record of a problem, some higher-ups think there is no problem. Plan to serve on a JOH&S committee during your career. Plan to attend the health and safety workshops offered to committee members annually. (The BCTF workshops are superb. Just ask the hundreds who have taken them.) And finally, plan to speak up for health and safety. Be vocal in your local. Don’t keep parents in the dark about things like mouldy ceilings or poor indoor air quality. Remember, our working conditions are our students’ learning conditions. Thanks for reading this article. Special thanks to the members of the BCTF Health and Safety Advisory Committee, the BCTF Health and Safety Trainers, the locally elected Health and Safety reps, and all the JOH&S committee members, whose ongoing work is so important. Maureen MacDonald is the prevention officer in the BCTF Health and Safety Department. If you would like your name added to the BCTF occupational health and safety e-mail list, contact Whitney Burgess: wburgess@bctf.ca. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=20600,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > March 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 5, March 2010  Classified advertising Travel/Vacation FRANCE. Ultimate vacations, privately owned, beautiful furn. 1 bdrm. central Paris. Wkly/mthly. 604-738-1876, 604-298-3904, irene.roland@gmail.com, www.ultimateparis.com  WHISTLER GETAWAY Pinecrest Estates, 4 bdrm cabin, sauna, deck, BBQ, tennis, private lake, suits 2-8. 604-936-3346, glush@shaw.ca WHISTLER Condo. Sleeps 4, views, close to village, 604-943-9423, preddyplace@telus.net. HORNBY ISLAND vacation accommodations, discoverhornby.ca BLACKCOMB Luxury 2 bdrm/loft, 3 bath, sleeps 8, ski-in/ski-out, 604-940-0156. MAUI Privately owned, beautiful fully furn. 2 bdrm, 2 bath condo, across from Kamaole Beaches. Great complex, Great location. 250-598-6955. SOUTH OF FRANCE holiday rental. Fully equipped, affordable 4 bdrm, 2 bath villa in lively town at the heart of the wine region. Near lake and river swimming and historic Carcassonne. 10% discount for mentioning this ad. www.southoffrancerental.com BLACKCOMB Benchlands, luxury 1 bdrm. Ski in/out condo. Pool, hot tubs, all amenities. 3 night min. www.at-blackcomb.com, 604-929-6589. PUERTO VALLARTA. Modest 1 bdrm., 2 blks from beach, downtown, $495/wk. Monthly rates. 604-608-4268, dbemc@hotmail.com QUADRA ISLAND private cabin for two, panoramic ocean, mountain view, soaker tub, the perfect getaway. www.lunavista.ca DISCOVER RURAL FRANCE & ITALY ON TWO WHEELS Explore the Loire, Burgundy, Tuscany or the Dordogne, cycle through fields of sunflowers, past magnificent chateaux, into picturesque hilltop villages. Your accommodation is farmhouse style with regional cuisine and local wines. Guided by the unbound enthusiasm of a retired Francophile teacher or venture forth independently on a tour designed expressly for you. For more information: www.destinationsbydesign.ca, 1-888-703-0163, info@destinationsbydesign.ca, BC Reg 39159 MAZATLAN MEXICO 2 bdrm. 2 bath condo. sleeps 4, pool, tennis, 3 blks to beach. Teacher owned. Reasonable rates. Tel: 604-733-6184, cell 604-418-7967. SOUTHERN FRANCE is waiting for you. Wonderful 17th century restored farmhouse. 3 bdrms. 2 baths, fully equipped. Tranquille setting located in historic wine area. Contact: Anne Louise McFarland 250-665-6733. almcfarland@shaw.ca  GATINEAU HILLS Four season chalet in the heart of the Gatineau Hills, close to skiing, golf, lakes, and rivers. Fully furnished. Phone 819-457-1160 or view at www.chaletdescollines.ca GABRIOLA ISLAND BC 2 bdrm. cottage, private, fully equipped, starting $900/mo. or $475/wk. no taxes, 250-247-9883, www.gabriolacottage.netfirms.com, boysen@shaw.ca BRITISH GOLF OPEN in St. Andrews. Flat sleeps 4, walking distance to Open and all amenities. Fully equipped, teacher owned. Ray Boucher, 604-987-2311, raymcb@hotmail.com VICTORIA Oceanfront suite; judyak.shawwebspace.ca, 250-380-6682, judyak@shaw.ca BOWEN ISLAND private waterfront cottage, easily accessed for weekend getaways. www.oceanridge.ca FRANCE FRANCE 2010 holiday rental. Well renovated stone houses in ancient vineyard village, SW France. Great walking, cycling, food, wine, Cathar castles. C$742/C$1020/wk. per family, U18. E-mail mjcapper@hotmail.com, visit www.ourhouseinfrance.com.au DEEP BAY waterfront 2 bdrm. cottage, Deep Bay, Vancouver Island, overlooking Denman, Hornby Islands. Relaxing, private. Sleeps 4-6 people, N/S, N/P. Available June to September. 604-939-0121 or joyce.buckham@shaw.ca HAWAII Maui, Great Kihei location, 1 bdrm. across the street from nice beach with ocean view. For more information 209-599-5248 or www.maui342.com CHRISTINA LAKE. Cabin for rent, 3 bdrm., 1 and 1/2 bath, road access, 100 ft. of private beach with dock. July 18–25 - $1500; Aug. 22–29 - $1250; Sept 12–Oct 10 - $2000. Phone 250-368-3599, adeluca@sd20.bc.ca GABRIOLA ISLAND waterfront home on tranquil Pilot Bay. 3 bdrm, fully furnished. Very reasonable off-season weekend or weekly rates. March Break special - $500 for the week. Have an easy getaway with friends or family. Phone Kathy at 250-743-2829. OKANAGAN cottage for rent. Sleeps 6. Private beach and dock on the sunny side of Okanagan Lake. 40 min from Kelowna. To view go to www.carrsareus.com. $1200/wk. QUALICUM BEACH, BC. Vancouver Island. Brand new, beautifully decorated 1 bdrm. Cottage located on Little Qualicum River. Sleeps 4. cottageabovethefalls@live.ca SPRING BREAK. Palm Desert Marriott townhouse. April 3–10, 2010. Beautiful luxury accommodation on world-class golf course, 18 tennis crts, fabulous 40,000 sq.ft. health spa, 7 pools, full access to Marriott Desert Springs Hotel amenities. www.desertspringsresort.com. Guest suite is owner rental. Huge discount. Sleeps 4 max., 604-338-9823 (cell). OKANAGAN/PENTICTON ORCHARD HOUSE 3 bdrm., split level home on acre of orchard overlooking Penticton. Quiet and private. Rent from Sun. to Sun. (3 night min.) Contact 604-988-7485, crawfordart@telus.net, web link available. RENT/EXCHANGE VANCOUVER Clean, bright, quiet, centrally located condos at Robson & Bute. 1 bdrm. $95. Daily/wkly/ mthly rates. 604-608-4268, dbemc@hotmail.com VICTORIA. Short term, 1 bdrm. fully furn. suite, near UVic and downtown. www.VictoriaHolidaySuite.blogspot.com VANCOUVER wanted to rent, furnished apartment downtown. July & Aug. or exchange for house rural Okanagan. 250-547-6788, mjanzen10@hotmail.com VANCOUVER Killarney area: 1 bdrm, ground level, spacious, bright basement suite, laminate, tile flooring, large kitchen, living and dining rooms, alarm, price includes cable, heat, electricity, 1day/week laundry. N/P, N/S. Clean, responsible female tenant only. $900/mo. References required. Available Feb. 1. 604-464-1046 call afternoon or 604-591-8908. HOUSE SHARE with female teacher, dog and cat in S.Langley. Exec style home on horse farm. Lge furnished main floor bdrm, huge closet. $650 incl. utilities, N/S, horse board also avail. 604-534-9449. MISSION Free accommodation, 3 bdrm. house (60 min. from Vancouver) from late June to mid-July. Must love animals and care for two adult dogs. Contact Lisa Bresett at lbresett@hotmail.com or 604-814-2272. CULTUS LAKE Olympic/winter weekend getaway! Why not rent a brand new upscale fully loaded 2 bdrm cabin? Stunning resort-like amenities building with 2 pools, 2 hot tubs, theatre, games and fitness room. Pristine mountain view. Booking for summer. Call 604-882-9612 for excellent rates and photos. MISCELLANEOUS SCHOOL TATTOOS 1,000 tattoos with your school’s logo $149. Visit www.schooltattoos.ca or e-mail info@schooltattoos.ca or call613-567-2636. LEARN TO PLAY the Hawaiian steel guitar. http://members.shaw.ca/steelguitar TEACHERS’ TUTORING SERVICE needs high school tutors for Math and Science. BCCT teachers, Metro Vancouver, flexible hours, good rates. 604-730-3410, teacher@tutor.bc.ca, www.tutor.bc.ca PRO-D PRESENTATIONS that revitalize your teaching skills in creative writing. Visit www.beaconlit.com/Teacherworkshops.htm, then call 604-469-1319 or e-mail info@beaconlit.com to book Julie Ferguson for your classroom or next conference/school event. VARIETY–THE CHILDREN’S CHARITY Working with children is your passion. Leaving a legacy to Variety in your Will for BC’s special kids is your gift of a lifetime. There are estate planning benefits too. Contact Peter Chipman or Paul Spelliscy for information. Toll free 1-800-381-2040 or 604-320-0505 or e-mail peter.chipman@variety.bc.ca RETIRING SOON? Join the BC Retired Teachers’ Association with 42 branches around the province. Services to members: Preservation of school heritage, guarding members’ interests, promoting members’ welfare. For more information, go to www.bcrta.ca or call 604-871-2260, 1-877-683-2243. RETIRING EARLY? Confused by your lump-sum pension payout option? Let me guide you to a wise and secure decision. Learn more about the issue and my unbiased approach at www.creatingthegoodlife.com CONDO FOR SALE. Fully furnished studio with loft in family-oriented Hemlock Valley Ski Resort, 2 hrs from Vancouver, top floor, beautiful view, sleeps 4, wood-burning stove, jacuzzi and outdoor heated pool on premises, underground parking. $132,000. Call 604-818-1376. SUMMER EMPLOYMENT. Deer Lake Boat Rentals (Burnaby) is seeking part and full-time managers to rent canoes, kayaks, pedalboats, and rowboats. Employment is seasonal and perfect for teachers. You must enjoy the outdoors and possess excellent interpersonal skills. Some weekend and evening shifts required. NLS and paddling certification and/or previous business experience desired but not mandatory. For information, e-mail damien@deerlakeboatrentals.com  FOR SALE. Cozy cabin on 300’ private lake waterfront, 9 acre lot, 15 km north of Qualicum Beach. $799,000. glennadrummond@shaw.ca TUTORING AGENCY needs BC certified teachers for in-home tutoring. Lower Mainland 604-439-1790 (info@schooliseasy.com), Victoria, Sooke, Saanich 250-483-5496 (victoria@schooliseasy.com), Comox Valley, Campbell River 1-877-787-5854 (tutor@schooliseasy.com) Visit our website at www.schooliseasy.com  Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "Gr8 event honoring Taiwan ROC w many friends @douglasbing @marvinhunt4bc @KerryLynneFindl @mhlchiu26 @prairiechinois http://t.co/85TUCQsbrI" @John_Yap - 05:40pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media last tweet "" @ - 12:00am Follow @ last post "" facebook/ - Jan 1st Like Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141007,plus.google.com,https://plus.google.com/+NicoleKosloski/posts/ceBHNphx6m9,Oh hey, non-fb r/van. How's it going?﻿ Search Images Maps Play YouTube News Gmail Drive More Calendar Translate Mobile Books Wallet Shopping Blogger Finance Photos Videos Even more » Account Options Sign in Help Send Feedback Web History Home Home Profile People Photos Communities Events Hangouts Pages Local Settings Feedback Help  ·  Region Privacy & Terms  ·  Maps Terms Nicole Kosloski r/Vancouver Nicole Kosloski moderatorDiscussion  -  2013-06-22   Oh hey, non-fb r/van. How's it going?﻿ 1 11 comments Ryan MacDonald + 0 1 0   Dropped a motorcycle engine and almost dislocated my knee!﻿ Callum Mathers + 0 1 0   Yikes...﻿ Morgan Grubb + 0 1 0   Stop breaking your bike, Ryan. ﻿ Javier Diaz + 0 1 0   I'm doing amazing! How are you?﻿ Mike Martinescu + 0 1 0   I'm horrible. Thanks for asking.﻿ Nicole De Stefano + 0 1 0   Oh right, this is a thing.﻿ Keesha Roden + 0 1 0   O hay!﻿ Nik Krause + 0 1 0   Nice and quiet in here.﻿ Morgan Grubb + 0 1 0   Shh. People are reading.﻿ Evan Matrick + 0 1 0   oh hai﻿ Nicole Kosloski + 0 1 0   Oh good. There are actually people alive in here.﻿ Add a comment... Start a hangout)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Touring a natural gas drilling rig with @MLA Mike Bernier, and Brian from EnCana http://t.co/AifdJ4H07b" @Teresa_Wat - 06:01pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=17562&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 5, March 2009  Being a teacher By Greg Murray Teaching in the public school system today is radically different than it was even five years ago. In the general climate of huge underfunding, teachers have to rely on their experience and collegial support in order to succeed as educators. The numbers are clear. We have 4,200 classes reporting more than three IEP’s during the 2007–08 school year. Some of these are students who have received professional testing and have gone through the hoops to receive additional funding. Some are students who receive a designation but have not gone through the testing procedure. Some are, simply, “unidentified” although they have specific learning problems, are disruptive to the classroom in a myriad of ways, or cannot function successfully in a “normal class environment.” These conditions are not specifically related to any one school district but are a reflection of the provincial educational environment. When you go to school and face your new class, you will likely face a class like this. As a teacher with over 30 years experience, I find my own resources are certainly taxed at times. I have survived this long because my own teaching philosophy has allowed me to turn off the discussion and concentrate on my class. My own class makeup reflects a lot of single parents, some of whom are doing their best to support their kids at school, others have fallen behind in support and rely on the school system to provide the supplies or other items that are needed. I have students coming to school without coats (during the winter), without breakfast or lunch, without school supplies or adequate sleep. They come with broken eye glasses, or squinting because they need glasses and cannot see the board. Many come with minimal skills, some are not able to spell their names correctly when creating name tags. In this environment, I am expected to arrive in the morning and provide the needed educational impetus to “turn them around”—to provide the skills and desire to be a successful and fully functioning academic in today’s working world. Our school district is $900,000 short at the beginning of this fiscal year. Not a lot of money for some of the larger districts but, for us, this means more “tightening of budgets” and “making do with less.” I am using the quotation marks liberally as these are phrases I have heard often and which are becoming more synonymous with the expectations of my dearly loved, chosen profession. I find that, as teachers we “cover” areas of weakness, and these activities become expected over time. This is a very strange philosophy. Even my own children who have gone through the public school system, all in my own class at one time or another, reel at the information they receive about today’s classroom structures. Their own comments range from “How could we have dealt with that?” to “We would never have had to deal with that situation when we were in school!” Teachers are a very conscientious lot. Last year, I paid out $975 from my own pocket to provide materials for my classroom that I thought were needed to enhance the programs. This included cakes for birthdays, stickers for good writing but also dry ice for science class. These are not frivolous expenditures but provide the interest and drive to continue needed studies. Time after time, I am told there is no money available. I bring the money up at the countless meetings we attend over the year and inevitably get nodding heads from colleagues as I describe the amounts that teachers spend on their own classes every year. At the Summer Leadership Conference in Kamloops this summer, I suggested that we do a provincial poll to get a better idea of the exact numbers involved. Teachers are supplying millions of dollars to support a drastically underfunded system. I hope that this poll will happen. Again, at the leadership conference, I attended a district budget workshop. Despite calculators and team members helping out, we could not get the same figures that the government had supplied for our district budget this coming year. Our numbers were always more than the printed numbers. This was using their formulas. When I have asked our local board members how the formulas work, several of them have thrown their hands up and said, “I wish I knew.” Even special education departments explain that the money received goes into a general fund and can be used with all students, not specifically the students who generated the funds. This means that the kids who were tested and given the money may not get the funded services if another student shows a greater need. What a strange system. The teachers who are supplementing their school budgets will eventually get tired of doing so and stop. Frustration can sometimes lead to the teacher leaving the system before their time is up. The huge numbers of retirees over the last few years are a good indication that this is not that far off the mark. We should be scrambling to keep these teachers in the system. These are the experienced teachers who can bring so much knowledge to those who are beginning a career. To all of those potential retirees out there, take a beginning teacher under your wing and give her or him the tools to make her or his career as meaningful and as rewarding as yours, hopefully, has been. Even with the underfunding, the empty political rhetoric (teachers have no friends in any government), and the constant uphill battle to even maintain present services, the teaching profession is the most rewarding on earth. There is not another job out there where you can educate a young person to be self-reliant, empower them to realize their own potential, take the horrible life events that some have had to deal with and give them a new start, and make a real difference. I know that on the first day of school, I will face my new class, look into their bright expectant eyes and realize that I will still “cover”—it is in my nature. I will bring food, make lunches, get paper and pencils, and give them what they need, simply because they need it. It is the nature of teaching. It is the nature of caring for the young human beings that place their hopes in me. For some, I am the only hope. As my own teaching career winds down, I impart this to the new teachers—don’t let the bureaucrats get you down. At my house, I have a special cupboard (actually several cupboards now) where I store the mementos of past years from the students who said, “You are the best teacher I have ever had.” and, "Thank you for making a difference in my life.” There are cards and objects that reflect the good wishes. The really special ones are those that the students took time to make themselves. (I finally moved all of the coffee cups to a separate box to make room.) There are letters from students who I taught years ago that say thank you. Anytime I feel down, I go to that cupboard and remind myself that what I am doing is life changing and very meaningful. It reminds me that nothing out there can dissuade me from my true calling, my raison d’etre—my reason for being. As I look into the new faces and realize I am teaching the third generation of kids I taught when I started teaching, I feel complete. My life is worthwhile. I am a teacher. Greg Murray teaches at Eagle View Elementary School, Port Hardy.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=19884,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 2, October 2009  All-day Kindergarten surfaces once again By Noel Herron So you think that BC Liberals after four years of delays, postponements, and repeated promises are getting serious about introducing and funding a universal, full-time, Kindergarten program for five-year-olds beginning in the fall of 2010? Think again. This is, at best, a debatable promise by a provincial government facing a staggering $3 billion deficit and a credibility gap that appears to be widening with each jettisoned financial commitment. Long before the 2007 Speech from the Throne, in which the Liberals acknowledged that one in four preschoolers lacked readiness for school entry, there was credible evidence from both the practice, (the Vancouver School Board has had several full-day Kindergartens for over two decades; currently there are over 100 in city schools), and research, (UBC’s longitudinal research is over a decade old), that thousands of Kindergarten kids were being left behind because of provincial foot-dragging. Since the BC Liberals announced their intention to act in the speech from the throne in 2007, it is estimated that 25,000 kids have been denied this rung up on the early-childhood ladder due to Victoria’s studied delay in supporting all-day Kindergarten. Lacking school readiness, preschoolers fall increasingly behind by the time they reach Grade 3. As the vast majority of preschoolers entering Kindergarten this September will attend only on a part-time basis, the discriminatory practice of singling out English-as-a-second language, Aboriginal, or certain students with special needs for all-day admission will continue yet again for another two years. In a government that previously was determined to hide the true magnitude of its budget deficit, the question arises of where the estimated two-year, $151 million grants in operating costs (staffing, space, in-service, supplies, materials, resources) for universal all-day Kindergarten will come from? Not to worry, the abrupt late August cancellation of $110 million dollars in grants, allocated annually for the maintenance of schools—an unblinking, rob-Peter-pay-Paul manoeuvre—covers the proposed, gradual introduction of this long-awaited program (see attached 2007–11 time frame). Other than stating that full-day Kindergarten “will be introduced in stages” next year, the dearth of information from our new education minister on the size, scope, and level of financial support for boards (now responsible for the delivery of early childhood education) remains a mystery. In his recent budget speech, Finance Minister Colin Hansen implied that half of the province’s five-year-olds would be accommodated in 2010 while the remaining half would be funded in 2011. This split schedule will lead to an uneven and geographically varied pattern of admissions across BC and leave many parents scratching their heads as to why they can’t gain admission for their preschoolers in a particular school district. Furthermore, the division of provincial grants: $40 million in 2010–11 school year followed by grants of $110 million in 2011–12, is far from a 50/50 split, as implied by the Liberals. Rather, it is a 30/70 split with the backloading of the majority of new all-day classes opening in the 2011–12 school year. And so the provincial foot-dragging continues. But the space crunch for all-day Kindergarten is only part of the problem. Advance Kingergarten registration in some districts, starting this month in Vancouver where a new computerized system kicks in, will be thrown into disarray in the absence of any information from Victoria. It also appears that school boards will be on their own in funding such key issues as classroom modifications, teacher in-service, furniture, maintenance, and the purchase of a wide variety of supplies, resources, and materials that a respectable and enriched early childhood environment requires. (The importance of in-service and workshops by experienced teaching colleagues and board consultants should not be underestimated as quality delivery will depend on this.) If boards are faced with shortfalls in all of the aforementioned areas, as now appears likely, then this is a badly flawed introduction to this provincial program. Already, a sharp increase in local fundraising is being predicted by several provincial parents’ groups to close the looming gap. Vancouver School Board Chair Patti Bacchus is quoted as saying with regard to all-day Kindergaretn: “It looks like (provincial grants) might just cover salaries of teachers and benefits and nothing to support districts.” The forced closure of many of the 177 schools over the past decade, while early childhood options were still on the table, underlines not only the lack of provincial planning in terms of space, but a degree of ineptitude that is staggering. And what about last month’s Speech from the Throne and the embattled Liberals linkage of the new harmonized sales tax (HST) to all-day Kindergarten? It is a sad but not surprising fact that BC Liberals were willing to view the introduction of all-day Kindergarten through the ideological prism of the upcoming 12% harmonized sales tax. Claiming that because the government was willing to fund all-day Kindergarten at a cost of $1,150 per student, a typical family of four would come out ahead by $1,000 dollars after all of the new HST taxes were imposed was an off-the-wall perspective by Victoria. One of the province’s leading journalists acidly commented on this convoluted reasoning as follows: “Thus did BC Liberals pioneer the claim that sending your children to school would amount to some kind of government-authored tax break.” Understandably, boards’ spokespersons, while welcoming this new move by Victoria but facing imminent reviews of education spending (and the accompanying past experience of sudden provincial downloading or withdrawal of funding), are apprehensive about the circumstances surrounding the start of a new province-wide program. It’s not just the recent cuts to school maintenance budgets, but additional cuts to schools’ sports programs, cuts to community libraries and services that support schools (such as daycare), that add to their growing unease. Trustees know that investment in early childhood education, as Canada’s chief public health officer has stated, “will ensure that Canadian children will become better educated, well-adjusted, and more productive adults.” But they are hoping that in the intervening time prior to September 2010 that the provincial government will get it right. They are very concerned that they will be left holding the bag with downloaded, bare-bones, all-day Kindergarten classes on which the long-term future of thousands of kids depend. Early childhood 2007 to 2011 time frame 2007: Speech from the Throne states that one in four children entering Kindergarten lack school readiness. 2008: Speech from the Throne floats the idea of setting up an Early Childhood Learning Agency. 2009: Speech from the Throne promises to introduce all-day Kindergarten in 2010; Early Childhood report released in April 2009; cancellation of $110 million in provincial school maintenance grants in August 2009. 2010: Minister of education promises to introduce all-day Kindergarten in stages; grants of $44 million for 30% implementation by boards. 2011: Minister of finance confirms that all-day Kindergarten will be available to all five-year-olds; grants of $110 million for remaining 70% implementation. Research • Two early childhood reports: BC and Ontario During the past year, two significant early childhood reports were published by two provinces—BC and Ontario. BC’S report from the province’s Early Learning group, set up within the Ministry of Education, received over 1,800 submissions. This report was scheduled to be released in 2008 but surfaced only on the ministry’s website on April 2009—a month prior to the May provincial election. It may be downloaded at : www.bced.gov.bc.ca/ecla/topics/ecla_report.pdf. The Ontario report written by Dr. Charles Pascal, the province’s deputy minister, has received widespread publicity, and is on schedule to be implemented starting next year. It can be downloaded at: www.ontario.ca/en/initiatives/earlylearning. • A new study, released last month by UBC, entitled “A Comprehensive Policy Framework for Early Human Capital Investment in BC,” presents the case for broadly based pre-Kindergarten support for parents and pre-schoolers in the form of, among other recommendations, affordable daycare, extended parental leave, and an increase in income support for poor families with children. Noel Herron is a former Vancouver school principal and school trustee. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2011/05/letter-to-minister-abbott-re-teacher.html?showComment=1306695370602,Staffroom Confidential: Letter to Minister Abbott re: Teacher bargaining and the Personalized Learning Initiative Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, May 3, 2011 Letter to Minister Abbott re: Teacher bargaining and the Personalized Learning Initiative Dear Mr. Abbott, It was with great disappointment that I read today on Janet Steffenhagen's blog that your deputy Minister, James Gorman, will be meeting with "board of education chairs, superintendents, secretary-treasurers and BCPSEA trustee representatives" to discuss "collective bargaining... in the context of the Personalized Learning Initiative". Why is the Ministry having this conversation with everyone except teachers' representatives? When is the Ministry meeting with the BCTF on the Personalized Learning Initiative and the relationship with bargaining? What is your response to our vision, Better Schools for BC, that we provided you at our Annual General Meeting? Why have you not contacted us to discuss the recent court ruling regarding class size and composition and our collective agreement? Where is the dialogue, the discussion, the engagement, with teachers on these very important and fundamental issues? Mr. Abbott I attended the BCTF Annual General Meeting where you spoke. You said you would talk to Susan, to the BCTF Executive, and to teachers. I took you at your word, as did the hundreds of teachers in the audience. We want dialogue and we want solutions. We are tired of being marginalized in the public policy discussions that impact so dramatically on our daily work and on our profession. I appreciate that the collective vision of the teaching profession may be different from that of government. But sensible, effective policy must be informed by those of us teaching in classrooms every day. You cannot ignore the voice of teachers. We had another guest at our AGM a couple of years ago, Judy Rebick, who made an impression on me when she said: "I used to think that listening meant that I stopped talking and let the other person talk." It was a funny moment, but the message was real. Dialogue is more than being in the same room. Dialogue is more than returning a phone call. Dialogue is more than letting the other person have their say. Mr. Abbott personalized learning first and foremost requires time. As you described in your speech, central to the learning process is the relationship between teacher and student. It is a simple matter of fact that a secondary teacher in British Columbia with 120 students has very limited time to spend with each student - be it for personalized instruction, personalized planning and curriculum development, or personalized assessment. Given the average 10-hour day that BC teachers report they work, this is still only 12 minutes per student. Teachers in BC for many years have been trying to address this problem by bargaining class size and class composition provisions. Fewer students means more time per student, and more ability to personalize learning. We sacrificed pay increases to make learning conditions better for students by trading off salary for class size. Your government unilaterally stripped these agreements from contract and a court has now found that this violated our constitutional rights. The day of the court ruling, Ms. Lambert called on you to meet with her. She, on our behalf, has called on government to meet with teachers to address this situation immediately. This is directly related to both bargaining and the Personalized Learning Initiative. Why have you not called to meet with her? Why is your deputy Minister meeting without us to discuss these issues? As Education Minister, you simply cannot ignore the collective voice of 40,000 teachers. That is not the path to better schools and an excellect education system. Please ensure that teachers' voices are included meaningfully in this discussion. Sincerely, Tara Ehrcke Secondary math and computer teacher President, Greater Victoria Teachers' Association Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 9:58 AM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 3 comments: AnonymousMay 14, 2011 at 8:40 AM nicely said Tara.ReplyDelete OurPublicMay 27, 2011 at 11:31 PM Have you received a response?ReplyDelete Tara EhrckeMay 29, 2011 at 11:56 AM Yes, I did. I received a letter from Deputy Minister Rick Davis. I wrote about it in another blog post here: http://staffroomconfidential.blogspot.com/2011/05/ministry-plots-personalized-learning.htmlReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ▼  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ▼  May (18) A standardized contract for personalized learning?... Privatizing of public education: Only in America o... Breaking news: BC teachers to hold strike vote in ... Saskatchewan teachers continue strike over wages Why is BC gov't using same buzzwords as Rupert Mur... 21C Learning: One student's perspective Personalized learning - what is government's real ... Ministry plots personalized learning initiative in... More downloading of costs to school districts - is... From New York to California: American teachers pro... Victoria teacher bargaining breaks down Class size = Personalized learning Commission finds judges need cost of living adjust... Thoughts on a negotiated settlement over Bills 27,... Minister announces government will not appeal cour... Saskatchewan teachers plan job action for Thursday... Letter to Minister Abbott re: Teacher bargaining a... School boards and parents: speak now to pressure C... ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media last tweet "" @ - 12:00am Follow @ last post "" facebook/ - Jan 1st Like Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet ""Everyone laughed when I said I wanted to open a button store" http://t.co/4AVIQWDBfB #smallbiz #entrepreneur" @naomiyamamoto - 06:39pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=10980&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2002 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 14, Number 7, May/June 2002  10 new BCTF lesson aids 1.  L'enseignement de la langue par le biais du roman   Un projet conjoint du Consortium du bas-Fraser et de l‚Université Simon Fraser. 178 p. ©1999 Un document à deux volets pour le personnel enseignant de la 3e à la 12e année préparé par une équipe de 30 enseignantes et enseignants sous l‚égide du Consortium du bas-Fraser. Partie A : un éventail d‚activités expérientielles visant à exploiter la littérature auprès des jeunes. Partie B : un recueil d‚activités pédagogiques pour accompagner la lecture de 41 romans pour les jeunes de la 3e à la 12e année. LA F9003—12,95$ 2. Tropical Rainforest: An Educational Tropical Rainforest Activity Book   Apple Productions 50 p. ©2000. This activity book takes readers on a walk through the rainforest with Emily the caterpillar to meet her friends the parrots, sloths, monkeys, gorillas, frogs, bats, snakes and other creature who live there. Cartoon characters introduce the "real" animals. Educational pages at the back of the book explain how each of the animals live (with scientific names) and give information on the environment of the tropical rainforest. The activities in the book include mazes, word puzzles and more activities for geography, vocabulary, spelling, art, colour, shapes and life science. LA 8573—$5.95 3. Disk Sports   Wilf Wedmann, Jennifer Fenton, Bryna Kopelow, Craig Cornell 52 p. ©2000. This manual includes teaching the basics, curriculum connections, introduction to disc sports, history of ultimate sports, equipment and facilities, safety and etiquette, four "teaching the basics" lesson plans, disc sports drills and games, ultimate glossary and game, disc sports contacts and courses, disc sports personal skills challenge, personal goals achievement cards, skills challenge record card and skill crests order form. Ages 8-13. LA 9855—$15 4. The Things We Carry: Sustainable Consumption, Environment and Global Issues   A Project of Environmental Youth Alliance 107 p. and two 15-min. videocassettes ©2001. This curriculum kit explores the emerging idea of consumption that is ecologically, economically and socially viable in the long term. Two young Canadians set out with a camera to ask young people in Canada, England, East Africa, and the USA about "the things they carry." Encourages students to analyze the connections between their daily lives and local and global environment and development issues. Topics: human needs and human wants, mapping local-global links, sustainable development, population and consumption, ecological footprint, lifecycle analysis, true costs of products and advertising and consumption. Grades 8-12. LA EE309—$27.95 5.  Workshop on Workshops—A Training Document for Workshop Facilitators   A Project of Environmental Youth Alliance 107 p. and two 15-min. videocassettes ©2001. This curriculum kit explores the emerging idea of consumption that is ecologically, economically and socially viable in the long term. Two young Canadians set out with a camera to ask young people in Canada, England, East Africa, and the USA about "the things they carry." Encourages students to analyze the connections between their daily lives and local and global environment and development issues. Topics: human needs and human wants, mapping local-global links, sustainable development, population and consumption, ecological footprint, lifecycle analysis, true costs of products and advertising and consumption. Grades 8-12. LA PD101—$18.95 6. How Music Came to the World and Other Stories   Vancouver Society of Storytelling, Three CDs and 47-page guide ©2000. This three CD set features 12 stories about musical instruments from around the world, enhanced with photographs, text, and video clips. This ground-breaking resource is a collaboration of world music artists and storytellers. Elementary and Secondary. LA 2575—$22 7.  Water: Sharing Our Precious Resource   FORED BC ©2001 This resource kit, produced by FORED BC in co-operation with government agencies, business, environmental groups and others, contains lesson plans, activity and coloring posters, a workbook, stickers and fact sheets. Concepts include stream or pond ecology, watersheds, energy, water quality and water conservation. If students have access to a pond or stream, they can test the cleanliness of water and investigate the various forms that energy takes. The curriculum links are in the package. K–3. LA 8568—$14 8.  The Memory Box   Produced by Learning Through Drama 13 p. ©2000. Based The Memory Box by Mary Bahr. The process drama about preserving memories, comes from suggestions in the text and centres around "creating" a memory box. It can be done in most classroom spaces in approximately two lessons. Prescribed learning outcomes for drama, visual arts, language arts and personal planning. Grades 4-7. LA 9004—$9 9.  Viking Quest   Tom Henighan 120 p. ©2001. This is a novel about 15-year-old Rigg, son of Leif Ericsson, who loves mystery and adventure. In the early 11th century, the boy finds both of these in abundance when his father sails away and leaves him behind in Vinland, the Vikings' precarious foothold on the wild Newfoundland coast. Soon, Riggs makes an amazing discovery. The Vikings aren't alone in this alien land. But who inhabits it with them? Demons, giants, ghouls, or another human tribe, one that equals the Norse invaders in skills bravery? Rigg's quest through the wilderness with the rune master Tyrkir reveals some of the secrets of the new world. But it also brings the boy into conflict with Ivar, the feared berserker, a half-mad warrior who rules in Leif's absence. LA 9116—$8.95 10.  The Forbidden City   OLK Productions, 10-minute videocassette, ©2001 This video is a visit to the Emperor's home in the Forbidden City of Beijing, China. It is an inside look at the Forbidden City, Temple of Heaven and Summer Palace. The video also tells a story of a very young emperor in the 17th Century, based in part on the book Inside Stories of the Forbidden City. Intermediate and up. LA 9306—$27.95 Check out the website for the B.C. Association of Learning Materials and Educational Representatives at www.bcalmer.ca for a source for contacts for many curriculum resources and information. For a complete listing of over 900 BCTF Lesson Aids, consult the catalogue in your school library or the Lesson Aids online catalogue, www.bctf.ca/LessonAids To order any of the above lesson aids, enclose a cheque payable to the BCTF or authorized purchase order to BCTF Lesson Aids Service, 100-550 West 6th Avenue, Vancouver, BC V5Z 4P2. GST and postage/handling are included in the prices. Orders are sent by return mail.)
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(20141006,globalnews.ca,http://globalnews.ca/tag/retail-wars/,retail wars | News, Videos & Articles Your Region: National BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg On TV: News Hour Sections National National sections Locals Local sections Watch Watch sections Search Canada Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released Sections Health Money Consumer Tech Entertainment Environment Science Lifestyle Sports Featured Canada World Politics Investigations Canada Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released Your Region National Change BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Health Money Consumer Tech Entertainment Environment Science Lifestyle Sports Jump to a Region National BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Man trying to reach Bermuda in inflatable bubble rescued by Coast Guard Schedule NowNews Hour 6:30pmGlobal National More Programs Global National The West Block 16x9 The Morning Show More Personalities Dawna Friesen Carolyn Jarvis Liza Fromer Tom Clark More News Major snowfall covers N. Manitoba Entertainment ‘Gone Girl’ wins weekend box office News Journalist with Ebola arrives at US hospital Canada Quebecor sells off Sun newspaper chain News Crowdfunded bus debuts in Toronto Entertainment Depardieu reveals past as escort, thief Canada MPs debate motion for airstrikes in Iraq Sports NBA extends television deals for 9 years Trending Maple Syrup Heist Hong Kong protests Iraq crisis Luka Magnotta Ebola outbreak enterovirus D68 Ukraine Retail Wars retail wars Sears Canada October 2, 2014 12:38 pm Sears to sell most of its stake in Canadian unit Sears Holdings Corp. is selling most of its stake in its Canadian unit to raise as much as US$380 million and increase its cash holdings ahead of the crucial holiday shopping season. Continue reading → Canada September 30, 2014 11:34 am Price check: Walmart still cheapest versus Target, Loblaw Target is taking fresh aim at Canadian shoppers this fall, offering better prices to woo them back. We did our own price check on a basket of items. Continue reading →   What is this? Branded content is written by or on behalf of our sponsor and not by Global News' editorial staff. If you'd like to learn more... What is this ? X What is this? Branded content is written by or on behalf of our sponsor and not by Global News' editorial staff. If you'd like to learn more... More stories below Online shopping September 25, 2014 12:05 pm Loblaw gears up for online grocery orders It’s called ‘click and collect’ and it’s a ground-breaking way Canadians will be able to purchase groceries, the country’s biggest food retailer says. Continue reading → Sears Canada September 25, 2014 9:52 am Sears Canada chief quits in midst of turnaround Sears Canada said Thursday it’s severing ties with current chief Doug Campbell just one year after Campbell took over. Continue reading → Canada September 23, 2014 6:35 pm Is a price war erupting between Target and Walmart Canada? Retail sales data released Tuesday suggests big retailers have begun cutting prices in order to win more of your business — or simply keep you coming back. Continue reading → Canada September 19, 2014 3:56 pm Loblaws, a grocery store? Not anymore Supermarkets are one business among many now that the country’s largest food retailer counts on for growth. Continue reading →   What is this? Branded content is written by or on behalf of our sponsor and not by Global News' editorial staff. If you'd like to learn more... What is this ? X What is this? Branded content is written by or on behalf of our sponsor and not by Global News' editorial staff. If you'd like to learn more... coffee wars September 16, 2014 1:51 pm McDonald’s McCafe pushes into grocery aisle as coffee wars heat up In the war for coffee drinkers with single-serve brewers like the Keurig, McDonald’s may have just got the upper hand on Tim Hortons. Continue reading → Retail September 12, 2014 4:00 pm Is Canada wealthy enough for Saks and wave of fellow luxury stores? As the number of high-end retail names entering Canada expands, experts wonder if we have the bench strength of deep-pocketed shoppers to support the boom. Continue reading → More stories below Retail September 12, 2014 8:20 am HBC has no plans to open Saks in Ottawa or Quebec City Retailer Hudson’s Bay said sales jumped more than 85 per cent in the latest quarter, aided significantly by U.S. luxury retailer Saks Inc. Continue reading → Canada September 11, 2014 1:37 pm Dollar stores in expansion mode as more Canadians feel cash pinch With Canadian households facing tighter budgets, ultra low-cost retailers like Dollarama are fanning out across the country. Continue reading → Load More Popular Now Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released 20224 How does Ebola spread? 5 things you need to know 18659 Accused Madeleine McCann Twitter troll found dead 9985 Ebola: 5 reasons why an outbreak is highly unlikely in Canada 7298 UPDATE: What’s the best, cheapest Canadian cellphone plan out there? 5891 Featured Content Canada Ebola: 5 reasons why an outbreak is highly unlikely in Canada What are the chances of an Ebola outbreak taking off in Canada? It isn’t likely, according to experts. And here are a number of reasons why. Continue reading → Environment Are we in the midst of a mass extinction? There have been 5 mass extinctions — the loss of 75 per cent or more of the world’s species — in Earth’s history. Scientists now believe that we are at the early stages of the sixth. Continue reading → Health Lab-grown penises may soon be ‘ready for testing’ on humans Researchers in North Carolina say penises grown in laboratories could “soon be ready for human testing,” offering hope for men who have had traumatic injuries or penile cancer. Continue reading → Canada Meet Rachel Parent — the teen fighting for GMO labelling in Canada Rachel Parent is a 15-year-old activist. Her goal: mandatory labelling in Canada of all genetically modified organisms, or GMOs that are found as ingredients in food. Continue reading → Canada Abandoned puppies on the mend Twenty hungry, cold and flea-infested puppies found in a Saskatchewan field are now being nursed back to health at Battleford’s Humane Society. Continue reading → Science Everything you need to know about Wednesday’s lunar eclipse On Oct. 8, Canada will be treated to its second lunar eclipse of the year. Find out what you can expect. Continue reading → Canada Can homegrown food win the climate change war? Wondering what’s the single most effective way to combat climate change? Plant a garden. Continue reading → Canada 16×9: An investigation into illegal lumber Timber thieves are stealing wood from the Russian Far East, processing it in China and then shipping it to North America, a 16×9 investigation has found. Continue reading → Highlights Hounds of Parliament: As commuting cyclist and budget watchdog, Frechette must make his presence known Frechette draws a line distinguishing his personality as a cyclist and as the parliamentary budget officer. But surely there’s a parallel between the assertive man he is on a bike and in the role of PBO? Continue reading → Email alerts Sign up for FREE daily Globalnews.ca newsletters and breaking news alerts Email Address National Daily News National Breaking News By clicking on the submit button, I have read, understood and agreed to our privacy policy Twitter Follow globalnews 20 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews USA Swimming suspends #MichaelPhelps for 6 months glbn.ca/ClLU9 pic.twitter.com/nqC3dQ3NhL 20 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews Hillary Clinton: military action against ISIS “critical” and “essential” globalnews.ca/news/1600343/w… #cdnpoli 32 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews Boy left in car during church choir practice dies glbn.ca/ClKBB Jump to a Region BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Connect Facebook Twitter Google+ RSS Contact Us Global News About Us Privacy Policy Principles & Practices Terms & Conditions Copyright Shaw Media Advertise Open Data © Shaw Media Inc., 2014. All rights reserved. Follow Follow “Global News” Get every new post delivered to your Inbox. Join 3,820 other followers Powered by WordPress.com Shaw Connect Expand News Entertainment Entertainment Home Celebs Movies TV Music Living Lifestyle Food Home & Living Sports Money Tech Travel Breaktime Autos Watch TV Online All Sites Global Global News Food Network HGTV History Television Showcase Slice DTOUR ET Canada National Geographic Movietime Lifetime H2 DIY Action NG Wild Mystery IFC BBC Deja Vu Twist)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "October is #FosterFamilyMonth. Thank you #BC for opening your homes and hearts to more than 5,900 children and youth." @John_Yap - 11:14pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/bctf?lang=en-gb,BCTF (@bctf) on Twitter Twitter Search query Search Twitter Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Language: English UK Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Have an account? Sign in New to Twitter? Join Today » Sign In Phone, email or username Password Sign in Remember me Forgot password? Already using Twitter via text message? BCTF @bctf Tweets 5,120 Photos/Videos 481 Following 4,245 Followers 18.3K Favourites 534   More Favourites Lists Unmute @bctf Mute @bctf Follow Following Unfollow Blocked Unblock Pending Cancel BCTF @bctf The BC Teachers' Federation represents the 41,000 public school teachers in British Columbia. Hopes for #bced outlined at http://www.afairdeal.ca  Vancouver, BC bctf.ca Joined December 2008 481 Photos and videos Tweets Tweets Tweets & replies BCTF @bctf  ·  4h 3 hours ago Seeing some #bced teachers putting their names forward for School Board/ #bcmuni elections in November. Any in your community? #bcpoli Reply 0 replies . Retweet Retweeted 2 retweets 2 Favourite Favourited 2 favourites 2 More Embed Tweet BCTF @bctf  ·  Oct 3 New @OECD_Edu report: School competition doesn’t improve achievement http://www.oecd.org/pisa/pisaproducts/pisainfocus/PISA-in-Focus-N42-%28eng%29-FINAL.pdf … + comment: http://www.thelittleeducationreport.ca/  | #bced Reply 0 replies . Retweet Retweeted 15 retweets 15 Favourite Favourited 7 favourites 7 More Embed Tweet BCTF @bctf  ·  Oct 3 Why do we educate? - New @bctf research report re: proposed #bced directions + new economies: http://bctf.ca/uploadedFiles/Publications/Research_reports/RR2014-07.pdf … | #cdnedchat #edpolicy Reply 0 replies . Retweet Retweeted 9 retweets 9 Favourite Favourited 4 favourites 4 More Embed Tweet BCTF retweeted dave mackenzie @vernondavemack  ·  Oct 3 BC School Counsellor conference REGISTRATION is OPEN http://goo.gl/a3u4fh  LOWEST REG FEE EVER @bctf @bcedplan @bcedchat Reply 0 replies . Retweet Retweeted 2 retweets 2 Favourite Favourited 0 favourites More Embed Tweet BCTF @bctf  ·  Oct 3 2014-2015 BCTF Executive Committee on Twitter (2/2): @JamesSanyshyn @PaulSteer @norm_sabourin @CaroleGordonBC Reply 0 replies . Retweet Retweeted 1 retweet 1 Favourite Favourited 5 favourites 5 More Embed Tweet BCTF @bctf  ·  Oct 3 2014-2015 BCTF Executive Committee on Twitter (1/2): @glenhansman @TeriMooring @LTAPresident @tgrandin @SafeWithKaren @davidkom1 | #bced Reply 0 replies . Retweet Retweeted 4 retweets 4 Favourite Favourited 6 favourites 6 More Embed Tweet BCTF retweeted Douglas Quan @dougquan  ·  Sep 26 B.C. teacher’s battle to restore shattered reputation following false accusations http://o.canada.com/news/national/b-c-teachers-battle-to-restore-shattered-reputation-following-false-accusations#.VCXblCKSPRw.twitter … via @canadadotcom View summary Reply 0 replies . Retweet Retweeted 23 retweets 23 Favourite Favourited 3 favourites 3 More Embed Tweet BCTF @bctf  ·  Oct 3 New documentary from @eduint highlights daily commitment of teachers around the world http://dlvr.it/75R1sT  | #bced Reply 0 replies . Retweet Retweeted 9 retweets 9 Favourite Favourited 4 favourites 4 More Embed Tweet BCTF @bctf  ·  Oct 3 Check out Vancouver Secondary member and comedian @MrPaulBae in @OurTimesMag here: http://tinyurl.com/k9ncoao  | #bced @vstaprez Reply 0 replies . Retweet Retweeted 3 retweets 3 Favourite Favourited 2 favourites 2 More Embed Tweet BCTF retweeted Canadian Labour @CanadianLabour  ·  Aug 29 Tell @pmharper to launch a PUBLIC INQUIRY into Missing & Murdered Aboriginal Women - http://goo.gl/8HfDHR  #canlab pic.twitter.com/7juUUsvIVJ View more photos and videos Reply 0 replies . Retweet Retweeted 79 retweets 79 Favourite Favourited 15 favourites 15 More Embed Tweet BCTF @bctf  ·  Oct 3 Social media tidbits: @pressprogress' @Raffi_RC and @christyclarkbc post had 157504 unique views on our FB page http://www.pressprogress.ca/en/post/childrens-troubadour-raffi-schools-christy-clark-over-teacher-dispute … #bced Reply 0 replies . Retweet Retweeted 9 retweets 9 Favourite Favourited 5 favourites 5 More Embed Tweet BCTF @bctf  ·  Oct 3 Social media tidbits: BCTF followers on Facebook grew by 6,000 during #bced strike. Twitter followers grew by 12,000. Reply 0 replies . Retweet Retweeted 14 retweets 14 Favourite Favourited 6 favourites 6 More Embed Tweet BCTF @bctf  ·  Oct 3 Social media tidbits: During #bced strike, our Facebook page posts had collective reach of 3.9 million! Some posts >200,000 individual views Reply 0 replies . Retweet Retweeted 13 retweets 13 Favourite Favourited 6 favourites 6 More Embed Tweet Greater Vancouver, British Columbia BCTF retweeted glenn ross @vurvdesign  ·  Oct 2 My daughter's home ec class has 24 sewing machines and 30 kids. . . #bced #bctf Reply 0 replies . Retweet Retweeted 19 retweets 19 Favourite Favourited 4 favourites 4 More Embed Tweet BCTF retweeted Teri Mooring @TeriMooring  ·  Oct 2 Issues r direct result of underfunding. Inclusion is critical & costly: All children deserve quality education #bced http://www.vancouversun.com/opinion/op-ed/children+deserve+quality+education/10253439/story.html … View summary Reply 0 replies . Retweet Retweeted 9 retweets 9 Favourite Favourited 1 favourite 1 More Embed Tweet BCTF retweeted Student Vote @studentvote  ·  Oct 1 Registration for the #bcmuni Student Vote program is open! Sign up your class: http://studentvote.ca/bclocal14/  #bced @bctf Reply 0 replies . Retweet Retweeted 7 retweets 7 Favourite Favourited 1 favourite 1 More Embed Tweet BCTF @bctf  ·  Oct 1 #bced's #PSAday is on October 24. Check out http://www.bctf.ca/pdcalendar/index.cfm?action=day&date=41936 … … for all the specialist association converences pic.twitter.com/zxPl9Y25n5 View more photos and videos Reply 0 replies . Retweet Retweeted 8 retweets 8 Favourite Favourited 1 favourite 1 More Embed Tweet BCTF retweeted Glen Hansman @glenhansman  ·  Sep 30 Attending @UBCEduc talk by @StanKutcher on mental health literacy in middle & secondary schools Sept 30. | #bced Reply 0 replies . Retweet Retweeted 3 retweets 3 Favourite Favourited 3 favourites 3 More Embed Tweet BCTF retweeted Wendy Carr @mmecarr  ·  Sep 30 Dr Stan Kutcher UBC #UBCmentalhealthed #UBCBEd2015 develop mental health literacy=knowledge, attitudes, competencies. pic.twitter.com/TzWnxVymS0 View more photos and videos Reply 0 replies . Retweet Retweeted 6 retweets 6 Favourite Favourited 4 favourites 4 More Embed Tweet BCTF @bctf  ·  Sep 30 October 24 is #PSAday2014. Our BCTF specialist associations host annual #BCED ProD conferences. Full calendar at http://bit.ly/PSAday2014  Reply 0 replies . Retweet Retweeted 3 retweets 3 Favourite Favourited 3 favourites 3 More Embed Tweet Twitter may be over capacity or experiencing a momentary hiccup. Try again Visit Twitter Status for more information. Close BCTF followed Don’t miss any updates from BCTF. Vancouver, BC · Change © 2014 Twitter About Help Ads info Close Trends Trends tailored just for you. Trends offer a unique way to get closer to what you care about. They are tailored for you based on your location and who you follow. Change Keep tailored Trends Get Worldwide Trends Done Dismiss Close Previous Next Close Go to a person's profile Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Close Retweet this to your followers? Cancel Retweet Close Are you sure you want to delete this Tweet? Cancel Delete Close Block Cancel Block Add a location to your Tweets When you tweet with a location, Twitter stores that location. You can switch location on/off before each Tweet and always have the option to delete your location history. Learn more Turn location on Not now Turn off location Close Profile summary Close Your lists Close Create a new list List name Description Under 100 characters, optional lists:Privacy Public · Anyone can follow this list Private · Only you can access this list Save list Close Close Embed this Tweet Add this Tweet to your website by copying the code below. Learn more Hmm, there was a problem reaching the server. Try again? Include parent Tweet Include media Preview Close Sign up for Twitter Not on Twitter? Sign up, tune into the things you care about, and get updates as they happen. Have an account? Sign in » Close Two-way (sending and receiving) short codes: Country Code For customers of United States 40404 (any) Canada 21212 (any) United Kingdom 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM Haiti 40404 Digicel, Voila Ireland 51210 Vodafone, O2 India 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Indonesia 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » See SMS short codes for other countries Close Confirmation)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9974&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 4, March 2003 Small steps can make a big difference for Aboriginal students by Cammy Coughlin By the end of the first day of school, my students know that I am a Mohawk person from the Six Nations of the Grand River territory, in Ontario—and proud of it. Most teachers have their students introduce themselves to their classmates, but I take it a step further and have students share their cultural backgrounds as well. This is just one small way a teacher can show that he/she honours and cares about all students’ interesting and diverse backgrounds. During the first week of school, we make classroom rules together, but one rule I insist on is showing respect for one another. I am firm that we do not tease, hurt others’ feelings, or say negative comments against others because of their skin colour, background, clothes they wear, food they eat, etc. Every teacher, whatever his/her culture or background, can take this step when starting off the year. There are many small, subtle ways that teachers can encourage non-racist teachings in their classrooms. Starting your year with letting the students know that you welcome and accept all differences is an easy first step. As an Aboriginal person, I also try to integrate Aboriginal curriculum (through the Shared Learnings document, Ministry of Education, 1998) across all subject areas. This can be done in language arts through literature with fables, writings, and readings; through social studies by studying cultures and looking at the contributions of the Aboriginal people to Canadian culture. In science, you can explore the forest plants and see what Aboriginal people used for food and medicines. In visual arts, many Aboriginal artists’ work can be discovered and emulated. The list goes on and on, particularly if teachers take a bit of time to see what their districts have to offer in their local curriculum resource centres. Before I start teaching the unit of the Holocaust in Grade 6 social studies, we spend some time discussing what stereotyping, discrimination, and racism mean. It is amazing what kids will share about their experiences when you have established a safe, caring, learning environment early in the school year. Students usually have no problem telling others what they have heard about Aboriginal people. I had one student tell me, and insist that all Aboriginal people were drunks. He had heard this before and believed it to be true. I asked him if he has ever seen me come to school drunk? He said of course he hadn’t, and seemed confused. I reminded him that I am an Aboriginal person, so if all Aboriginal people were drunks, why aren’t I? He wasn’t sure how to answer. I then asked my students if they have ever seen a drunken person who wasn’t Aboriginal. Almost every hand shot up. That discussion helped to dispel that student’s negative stereotype that he had learned earlier in life. In a respectful classroom, students will be honest and feel safe sharing their opinions. In another situation, I gave a scenario that I suspect gets played out, for real, all too often. I asked my students who would be the first choice to be hired for a job, an Aboriginal or a non-Aboriginal person? They all answered the same. The non-Aboriginal person would get the job. Why? Because at 11 years of age children already know (think) that an Aboriginal person is lazy, unreliable, and dirty. As educators, it is up to us to change this mindset that has been ingrained since their early learning years. Students probably don’t realize that they come to school with stereotypes already in place. It is up to us teachers to open up and broaden students’ minds to reality. In my class, we talk about other stereotypes such as those against the elderly, women, teenagers, and even animals, such as wolves and bears. We explore the ways children acquire beliefs: through family discussions, overhearing jokes, watching videos, television, movies, media, computer games, and reading literature. Have you ever wondered why so many children perceive Aboriginal people with the stereotypical feathers, headdress, and tomahawk? Where does this come from when we know that Aboriginal people do not run around looking like this? Just go look in your school or regional library, and it won’t take long to find stereotypical pictures and words in alphabet books, Clifford stories, poetry books, etc. Watch the new children’s video release of Spirit: Stallion of the Cimarron, and you’ll see how young children are viewing Aboriginal people today. Part of a teacher’s challenge is to find books and learning resources that are culturally relevant and respectful to Aboriginal people. It may take some time, but your efforts will be well worth it for all students. Some teachers are nervous to teach Aboriginal content. However, a teacher just needs to get in touch with the district’s Aboriginal Education Department, or ask an Aboriginal advocate in the school for assistance in teaching content. They can direct you to the right person, or arrange to have a local Aboriginal person come into your classroom to chat or answer questions. If we expect and hope that our new generation of citizens will grow up being open and accepting of all cultures and differences, then we teachers need to get educated as well. Why teach Aboriginal content? Today, only a third of British Columbia’s Aboriginal students graduate each year. Why aren’t they continuing on in school? Ask yourself, are Aboriginal students feeling a sense of belonging? Are they accepted and encouraged? Here are some questions that I have had from new and veteran teachers during conversations and through workshop discussions: Q: Why bother teaching about Aboriginal people, anyway? Why not teach about Ukrainian people? I’m Irish; why not teach about Irish people? A: The Aboriginal people were the first people in Canada. Their culture is to be honoured and respected because of the many contributions they have given to Canadian culture. There are huge historical lessons to be learned from before Columbus. Q: Why don’t the Aboriginal parents come into the school? Don’t they care about their kids? A: Not until the late 1980s was the last residential school closed in British Columbia. Many families have terrible memories of physical, emotional, and sexual abuse in many schools around the province and in the country. They were not allowed to speak their language, and the common goal of the "schools" was to make the Aboriginal student more "white"—no language, culture, spirituality, customs, or family ties. Aboriginal parents care deeply about their children and want them to succeed as much as non-Aboriginal parents do. My mother strongly believed that only through education could Aboriginal people be successful and make a difference in society. (Incidentally, my mother never set foot in my elementary or high school). Aboriginal parents may not feel welcome in the school, and may not partake in school functions (conferences, assemblies, PAC, etc.). Remember that parents can take an active role in their childrens’ school life, at home, rather than in the school setting. Q: When I talk to my Aboriginal student, Sarah, she never looks me in the eye; she is not showing me respect and acts like she doesn’t care what I am saying. Why won’t she look at me when I speak to her? A: In some Aboriginal cultures, children are taught that to make eye contact is to not show respect; therefore they look down or away, to show that they do respect you. Keep in mind, though, that not all Aboriginal families follow this (in my Mohawk home, it was the opposite belief). Q: Why teach Aboriginal content in elementary school? Isn’t the Grade 4 social studies curriculum enough? A: No, it is not enough. Aboriginal students need to feel, as all students should, that they are unique, special, and valued. However, non-Aboriginal students do not know what it is like to go through life being looked at or treated differently or spoken to unkindly. Racism is alive and well in our society, and we need to begin with our young people to change old attitudes. Honouring Aboriginal culture is simple to do all year long, and it fits nicely into all curricular areas. Making an Aboriginal child feel valued when young will give him/her the confidence and desire to continue on through graduation. Give Aboriginal students support all the way through, just as we do for our non-Aboriginal students. Don’t view them as not being smart enough or capable enough. Don’t suggest they take the easy route after high school, but challenge them to achieve their highest goals in their post-secondary life. Believe in them, and they will rise to the challenge. Q: When will the focus on giving the Aboriginal students more, stop? (In other words, why do Aboriginal students get more funding than non-Aboriginal students?) A: I guess we can stop the big push when there is parity in graduation rates. We are climbing ever so slowly. Teachers need to get educated themselves so that they know how to best support, understand, and encourage their Aboriginal students. Those are just some of the questions I get from colleagues and teachers from the Okanagan to the Vancouver Island. We all need to work together to support Aboriginal students in this province, but the teachers are the frontline workers who can make a huge difference for students. Begin with a small unit on antiracism, or read Aboriginal stories at the end of each day. How about having your students share items from their culture? You can teach about the Holocaust or the Japanese internment camps during the Second World War. Do you know any Canadian Aboriginal role models you can share with your students? How about Daphne Odjig (artist), James Bartleman (Canadian Ambassador), Judge Rose Toodick Boyko, Graham Greene (actor), Buffy Sainte-Marie (singer), Brian Trottier (hockey player), Tantoo Cardinal (actress)? For more role models, visit www.ammsa.com, and click on "People of Honor." I will close with a cute story told by a good friend of mine who is an Aboriginal advocate in an elementary school. She was asking her Grade 3 student what nation he belonged to, and he was confused. He had no idea what she meant. She suggested that when he went home, he ask his parents if he was full or part native, and ask which nation he came from. She asked him to repeat what he was going to ask Mom and Dad. He replied, "I am supposed to go home and ask my parents which one of them is part Dalmatian." Remember, start with small steps, and aim, every year, to add to those steps. You have the power, ability, and means to make a big difference for our Aboriginal children in the school system. Let’s start making a difference today. Cammy Coughlin teaches at Ellison Elementary School, Central Okanagan, and is a member of the BCTF’s Aboriginal Education Advisory Committee.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7316,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 4, January/February 2006 On being well: Volunteerism is social wellness by Julia Johnson "The British Columbia Teachers’ Federation is a union of professionals that represents and advocates for the social, professional, and economic goals of teachers, and promotes a quality, pluralistic, public-school system through leadership and advocacy, professional development, collective bargaining, and other services for members." The teachers of British Columbia walked their talk during the recent civil protest. What is not readily apparent to those who have little or no direct interaction with the BCTF Executive, is that the teachers’ walk was strengthened by our elected executive working in partnership with volunteer local executives and professional development associates. In the words of Jinny Sims, "...it is the front-line work of volunteers in each school district that keeps us all connected, as they wrestle with local issues and provide professional workshops that seek solutions to issues. Each BCTF volunteer keeps this professional union grounded, so the face and the voice of the Federation is representative of its 38,000 teachers." The mandate of the BCTF is to serve the teachers of this province. As a union of professionals, the BCTF meets the needs of teachers and students through those who volunteer. This was evident at the BCTF summer conference held at UBC, in August, for PD associates and local executive members. However, the public (and many teachers) are unaware of how volunteerism is an integral part of our teachers’ union. Through BCTF volunteers, teachers are able to access support for their professional and personal issues, and further their professional development. Using the model, "Teachers Teaching Teachers" the BCTF embodies the social-wellness domain of the wellness paradigm. Volunteerism is fundamental to the social fabric of a just and caring society. Through volunteers faith and hope is restored to those who see no solution to their despair or their devastation. When I became a PD wellness associate, five years ago, it never occurred to me that I was becoming a volunteer for the BCTF. I saw my work with the wellness cadre as a way to pursue my interest in this topic and as part of the bigger picture of my work, in the same way a PE teacher views coaching. A volunteer is someone who chooses to do something with no promise of compensation. In this sense, all teachers volunteer when they participate in school-related activities that are separate from their teaching mandate. It is worthwhile for teachers to be aware of this fact as the choices they make regarding their work can greatly affect the time, energy, and personal well-being they have to give to the job they have been hired to do. It would also be worthwhile for teachers to respond with "I will volunteer to do that," when asked, "Who would like to do this?" Responding with "I will volunteer" makes it clear that you are choosing to do something that is not part of your job. Parents and students need to know the extra things teachers do are adjuncts to the job, and are not mandatory. In naming this extra work what it is, teachers become role models for volunteerism; they teach that volunteering is an essential component of a humane society, and they demonstrate the meaning of social responsibility. This action creates a greater awareness by the public of volunteerism and its connection to social responsibility, which translates into a more socially well society. Julia Johnson, a learning resource teacher at Red Bluff School, in Quesnel, is a BCTF PD wellness associate and a member of the Teacher Newsmagazine Advisory Board. johnsonj@abccom.bc.ca Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "Eid Mubarak to all those celebrating in BC!" @bcliberals - 06:52pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12688,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 1999 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 12, Number 2, October 1999 Business summit road show by Donna Vogel and Seth Klein On September 17, 1999, the B.C. Business Summit, a coalition of corporations and business lobby groups, began touring the province. Dissatisfied with the audience response to its Vancouver production last year, the summit organizers are taking their show on the road. The story that the summit organizers are bringing to town is not new. Indeed, we have been hearing the same message from the business lobby for decades: reduce taxes, cut government spending, and privatize public services. Unfortunately, the business summit agenda is not just a harmless piece of bad fiction. The very serious implications of the summit’s objectives warrant a thorough and open public debate. The business summit report calls for $1.5 billion in tax cuts, almost all of which would benefit corporations and the wealthy. An elite group of individuals earning more than $80,000—a mere 4% of taxpayers—have the most to gain, while the average British Columbian can look forward to a tax saving of only $200 to $300, not enough to buy a cup of coffee every day. What we stand to lose as a result of tax cuts is much more substantial. Our tax dollars pay for public programs and services. About 80% of the provincial budget is for social spending. Cutting taxes reduces our ability to fund health, education, and social assistance. The few who can afford to pay for services in the private sector are unaffected by such cuts in government spending. But with a public sector that is already the second leanest in the country—measured by public sector employees per capita—most British Columbians should be very worried about the potential impact of the summit recommendations. Spending cuts cannot be implemented without either reducing the number of services to which we all have access or imposing user fees that provide access only to those who can afford to pay the extra cost. The call for an aggressive privatization program also reflects a narrow and self-serving corporate agenda. While privatization may deliver hefty profits to corporations, it usually means cost increases and deteriorating service for consumers and taxpayers. Crown corporations have historically been set up to provide essential services at a low cost. Some crown corporations are profitable, providing an additional source of revenue for public programs, but making a profit is not the number one objective, as it is for private firms. Public enterprise and assets serve the public interest, not private gain. Privatization takes the money we once paid in taxes and deposits it directly into the coffers of private corporations. In addition to giving up guaranteed access, we also forfeit our ability to exercise democratic control over fundamental areas of our lives. The same is true for contracting out, a less overt but equally damaging form of privatization. Outsourcing is not the harbinger of efficiency and cost reductions that the business lobby likes to portray. Rather than save the government money, contracting out merely gives public money—our tax dollars—to private service providers. From garbage collection to hospital food services, the results of contracting out have been cost increases, decline in the quality of service, and loss of public accountability. Summit organizers think their script deserves rave reviews and widespread attention. They will not have an easy time. We need only look as far as Alberta, where most people have experienced reduced services and rising out-of-pocket expenses as a direct result of tax cuts and reduced public spending, to understand why British Columbians have given the business summit recommendations such a lukewarm response. Indeed, people from across the country are wise to corporations’ self-interest. In a recent Ekos poll, for example, Canadians indicated that they are much more concerned with health care, education, and child poverty than with tax cuts. In short, like the majority of Canadians, most people in B.C. know that public-relations events like the business summit are not the only show in town, and they are continuing to exercise a high degree of caution in choosing what they will and will not support. Donna Vogel is a researcher with Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives, and Seth Klein is the director of the B.C. office of CCPA. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media last tweet "" @ - 12:00am Follow @ last post "" facebook/ - Jan 1st Like Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7182,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 18, Number 2, October 2005   Classified advertising TRAVEL/VACATION QUEEN CHARLOTTE ISLANDS. Fabulous "mothership" kayaking, wilderness adventure, unforgettable experiences. www.island.net/~archipel or 1-888-559-8317. LADYSMITH WEEKEND GETAWAY! Vancouver Island, beautiful beach & kayaks included. Perfect location for craft retreats. Robin Smith 250-245-3777. www.members.shaw.ca/merrywidowsbeach SILVER STAR mountain chalets and suites. Luxurious ski in/out accommodation. Private hot tubs, fully equipped kitchens, gas F/P. Avail. year round www.alpinechaletrental.com or pmmunroe@shaw.ca GABRIOLA ISLAND winter rental. 5 acre tranquil hideaway, 1900 sq.ft., fully furn. & equipped, phone, cable, high speed internet, gas F/P, hydro, studio, hot tub, workshop. Available Oct.20—Mar.10/06, all amenities nearby. $1000/mo. all incl. 250-247-9842 or e-mail alexclarkson@shaw.ca TOFINO Newly renovated & furn. 2 bd. home across the road from Chesterman Beach. For information, call 250-726-5195 or look us up at www.tofinoresorts.ca QUALICUM BEACH Dandelion Cottage offers 1 bd., full kitchen, cozy & comfortable private suite. A great getaway, close to the beach in summer, skiing in winter. Very affordable. Ph: 250-752-5127 or www.geocities.com/dandelioncottageca/ HERITAGE HOME Beautiful garden suite in heritage home of Powell River Historic Townsite. Promotional rates. Visit www.asuitevacation.com, or call 604-414-0004. SUNSHINE COAST (Halfmoon Bay) waterfront cottage, fully equipped, sleeps 4, F/P, BBQ, W/D, 604-885-0651, email: fjbishop@gmail.com WHISTLER Alta Lake, waterfront, 1 bd. condo, sleeps 4, 1 km to village, FP, TV/VCR/ DVD. summer/winter rates, 604-298-2070. WHISTLER GETAWAY. Pinecrest Estates, 5 bd., 1400 sq.ft. cabin, sauna, deck with BBQ, fully-equip. kitchen, DW, WD, wood stove (wood provided). Rates from $175/nt. (seasonal) glush@shaw.ca or 604-936-3346. BLACKCOMB Luxury 2 bd/loft, 3 bath, sleeps 8, ski-in, ski-out, 604-940-0156. WHISTLER Village North, 2 bd. deluxe townhome. 604-531-6847. View at www.whistlervacationhome.ca. WHISTLER Condo. Sleeps 4, views, close to village, all amenities. 604-943-9423. SKI WHISTLER BLACKCOMB luxury condo sleeps 4 or 5, pool, hot tubs, ski in/out. Book early! www.at-blackcomb.com 604-929-6589 WHISTLER Deluxe 1 bd., village, 2.5/bed, Creekside, rates $69+, salij@shaw.ca WHISTLER Townhouse, sleeps 8, fully equip. 604-985-7669 or Gary 604-669-7212. WHISTLER CREEK townhouse for rent. View of Alta Lake. 2 bath., 3 bd., sleeps 6. 604-535-3447. WHISTLER CREEK Spacious, fully equipped 1 bd. and den condo. Sleeps 4 in privacy and comfort. Available year-round. Excellent mid-week rates for ski season, possibly shared arrangement. 604-222-1022. WHISTLER Creekside condos, fully furn., full kitchens. 1 bd. suites & large studio, sleeps up to 4, N/S, N/P, common Jacuzzi, laundry & ski prep room. Good availability Dec., Xmas & New Years. For rates call, 604-988-6600 (Gr. Vancouver), toll free 1-800-792-2089, www.geocities.com/whistlercondomgmt WHISTLER Deluxe 3 bd. townhouse for rent at Twin Lakes. Free shuttle to mountain. Available Xmas and some weekends. Rates $125—150 off season, $200—250 ski season. 2 night min. Ph: 604-531-7408, 604-538-3239. WHISTLER condo, fully equipped, Creekside, sleeps 4-6. Reserve early for Xmas holidays. Reasonable rates. 604-802-4899 or ddunn@richmond.sd38.bc.ca WHISTLER 1 bd. condo (Whistler Creekside) sleeps 4, F/P, hot tub, swimming pool, sauna, kitchen fully equipped, u/ground parking, close to lift and stores. Call Jan or John at 604-530-0958. KIHEI, MAUI. Large selection of fully equipped condos. Great beaches. Near shopping centre. Call Alf, 604-291-1751, F: 604-291-9773, kihei@telus.net. MAUI. Privately owned, beautiful fully furn. 2 bd., 2 bath condo across from Kamaole beaches. Great complex, Great location. 250-598-6955, F: 250-598-6965. SPRING BREAK Kona, Hawaii, 5 star oceanview resort. Spectacular! $950. sbava@sd73.bc.ca SAN DIEGO. House sitter wanted in exchange for rent, Dec. 17 to Jan. 2, pool, hot tub, sand volleyball. 858-756-2615, r.kenyon@adelphia.net GRANADA, NICARAGUA Discover this beautiful Spanish colonial city and little known country. B & B run by retired BC teacher. For information contact carolannrea@hotmail.com BUCERIAS MEXICO Privately owned, beautiful fully furn. new 2 bd., 2 bath house. Two blks to fantastic beach. Rooftop palapa with panoramic view, weekly & monthly rates. 250-748-4883, email cindyharvey@telus.net PUERTO VALLARTA Beautiful, large, 2 bd. furn. condo, downtown, 3 blks from the Malecon (beach). Reasonable wkly rates, N/S, dbemc@hotmail.com, 604-608-4268. MEXICO 2 bd. suite, sleeps 4. Ten minute walk to beach. www.casaserena.net VACATION IN MEXICO this Christmas. Combine this year’s Christmas break with the adventure of a bicycle trip and relaxation of a beach holiday. Join us for "The Manzanillo Bicycle Tour." All abilities welcome. Options for non-riders. You’ll visit areas where few other tourists travel as well as spend some time at the beach. For full information about this unique Mexico experience, call Les or Barb at 604-536-4089 or email thelommels@shaw.ca MEXICO. Beautiful Sayulita, 35 min. north of Puerto Vallarta airport. 3 bd. house, 2 blks from beach, 1 blk. to town center. Ideal for families, small groups. Regular rate $450 US/wk. http://sayulitarent.freespaces.com or email bnapoloni@yahoo.ca CANCUN or COZOMEL $400/person, 5 nights all-inclusive, 4-5 star hotel & food incl. Must pay own airfare. Call Ki 604-430-4244. MEXICO. 1 bd. unit w. kitchen at Playa del Sol in Puerta Vallarta. Great central location. Dec. 18-25, $950. 604-540-6301. FRANCE. Ultimate vacations, privately owned, beautiful furn. 1 bd. central Paris. Provence lovely furn. house close to Avignon. Wkly/mthly. 604-738-1876, 604-298-3904, i_roland@hotmail.com   FOR RENT VANCOUVER Clean, bright, quiet, centrally located condos at Robson & Bute. 1 bd. $85/ single. Daily/eekly/monthly rates. 604-608-4268, dbemc@hotmail.com. OCEAN PARK South Surrey. Main level of 2 bd. home with southerly garden and ocean view. Cul-de-sac street. Shared laundry, bsmt suite is rented by gardener. N/S, references required. Rent at $1300/mo. plus utilities. Call John at 604-733-8078.   MISCELLANEOUS MASTER OF EDUCATION (Special Education) by coursework offered by Flinders University in S. Australia is recognized by the B.C. Teacher Qualification Service. The degree is available entirely in distance mode. Applications are invited now for commencement of study in 2006. More information at: http://ehlt. flinders.edu.au/northamerica or from the program co-ordinator, Bernice.Burnip@flinders.edu.au USE YOUR MOUSE to find your house! www.carollivingstone. com, Victoria, Sooke or Sidney. Thinking of buying or selling, click on Victoria’s top real estate web site, free reports and MLS listings with full addresses. Call Carol and discover how to save with her teacher’s discount. Carol Livingstone, B.Ed. Re/Max Camosun, carol@carolliving stone.com, toll free 1-800-663-2121 or 250-744-3301. YOUR BLUEPRINT FOR "WILD" CLASSES Teach your children about Burns Bog. Book a tour! Buy a book! Buy a video! For rates and prices contact: Burns Bog Conservation Society, 604-572-0373 or 1-888-850-6264, www.burnsbog.org SPIRIT MEDITATION CLASSES 604-461-5511, Port Moody, www.veraciswellness.com CANADIAN TEACHERS OVERSEAS Building bridges through education and travel. Contact: Carol Baird-Krul @ 250-247-0077, cbairdkrul@ shaw.ca. Experienced overseas educator, proven placement advisor. FIND A TUTOR web site. Designed for tutors looking for clients and parents/students looking for tutors. Free 2 month trial for tutors wishing to advertise. www.findAtutor.ca SPANISH TEACHER wanted for McKee Senior Recreation Centre, Ladner. For info. call E. Tuton at 604-946-0945. RESOURCES Enhance your Kindergarten, ESL, FIrst Grade, Speech classes with Annie Ape: The Magic Bullet to Literacy and Alphasongs. Information at www.kindergarten-tips-and-skill-lessons.com, 604-850-6748, dewdneydragon@shaw.ca SEARCH ASSOCIATES International Job Fare Toronto, Feb. 6-8 where over 50 schools from around the world will be recruiting teachers for the upcoming school year. For more information contact Ray Sparks, raysparks@ eastlink.ca or visit our web site www.searchassociates.com TEACHER EXCHANGE. Secondary media/ photography teacher working in Perth, W. Australia, interested in a teaching exchange for 2007. Teachers in the BC area email me and I will forward details regarding my house and school, etc. natalie.1.clews@det.wa.edu.au Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012_10_01_archive.html,Staffroom Confidential: October 2012 Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Sunday, October 28, 2012 The myth of personalization Much of the hype of 21st Century Learning centres around “personalization”. Academics such as the UK’s Ken Robinson lament that existing forms of schooling are restrictive and standardized - deadening children’s innate sense of curiosity. At the opening keynote of a recent education conference (ISTE 2012), he said: “Humanity is essentially based on the principle of diversity. We are hugely different in our talents, our passions, our interests, our motivations, and our aspirations. The irony is, our education systems are predicated on compliance and conformity, not on creativity and diversity. I believe there are opportunities now, with new technologies as well--not only, but including new technologies-- to personalize education for every student in the system. Sometimes I hear people say, 'Well you can't personalize for everybody. We can't afford that.' But I say we can't afford not to.” Personalization has a long history in the education field and encompasses a wide range of ideas including mastery learning, self-paced learning, and learning through multiple intelligences. It may involve student choice, student pacing, and even student selected learning objectives. However the term has been appropriated, particularly in the UK, to be more closely affiliated with computer mediated personalized learning. This causes considerable confusion in the 21st Century Learning world, as educators would likely provide a very different definition than technology companies. The term was identified by David Miliband, then Minister of State for School Standards, in a well known speech in 2004 about UK education reform. The idea was further defined by British academic David Hargreaves who coined the nine gateways to personalized learning. But as the Alberta Teachers’ Association points out: “The close association of personalized learning and new technologies has been a central strand since the inception of the idea, and is part of the all-embracing creed of technocrats looking to enter system level educational reform. Of note is that David Hargreaves was a former chair of the British Educational Communications and Technology Agency, which was the UK government’s main partner in the strategic development and delivery of its information and communications technology (ICT) and e-learning strategy.” What does technology facilitated personalization look like? It is perhaps better described using the term adaptive learning, as it typically consists of a computer program which offers adapted learning pathways based on the student’s test outcomes. Students begin with a test or assessment and the computer then develops a pathway of lessons and future tests according to the student’s current abilities. More sophisticated models will also include different potential outcomes that the student may want to pursue. Nevertheless, to describe this as “personalized” is a misnomer. In any computer learning system, there are a fixed set of outcomes the program can teach, and there are a fixed set of potential pathways a student can traverse. There are more sophisticated versions that incorporate questions and answers with peers, online discussion groups and other features designed to mimic an in-school experience.  Nevertheless, true personalization begins with the person, not with the tool. The myth of personalization is used to make the 21st Century Learning model attractive to parents and children. What could be better than a school system designed to accommodate every child’s unique needs? Yet that level of personalization would take many resources and would not necessarily involve any technology. It would require smaller classes, more teachers and a greater range of educational programs in all schools. Adaptive technologies are not personalized learning. Adaptive and online education systems are used to scale instruction to large numbers of children, and although they may provide multiple pathways, they are by their preprogrammed nature restricted in scope. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 3:00 PM 1 comment: Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest Sunday, October 21, 2012 Schools as charities With funding cuts across North America, schools and school districts are turning to fundraising more and more as a source of income. There is a long history of parent committees raising funds for extra-curricular activities, but the type of fundraising now gaining traction goes beyond paying for some extras. Is public education gradually moving towards a charity rather than a public service? Here are a few of the fundraising developments taking place... Some BC School Districts have put a "donate" page or button directly on their web sites. For example, here is the link to the Delta School District "Charitable Giving" page: http://web.deltasd.bc.ca/community/charitable-giving The District describes their program: "The Delta School District is a registered charitable trust through the Canadian Customs and Revenue Agency. Although the Provincial Government provides funding for the district's core education programs and services, there are additional programs and services that greatly benefit from donor support! Donations received help us to deliver the best possible education to our 16,000 students."  Of note is that the donations are for "programs and services". Langley School District has set up a Foundation: http://www.langleyschooldistrictfoundation.com/give.html. The web site indicates the type of items that are funded:  "Funding Interests Include: Literacy in all its forms Enriched performing and visual arts initiatives Special education programs and needs Purchase library books and technology equipment Developing learning enhancement projects" They also describe the purpose of the Foundation, "The Foundation was established in May 2003 to enhance and enrich educational opportunities for 19,952 students in the Langley School District. We support the Langley School District in providing programs of excellence not funded by the Ministry." In the US, charitable giving to schools has taken an even more aggressive and pervasive turn. The web site donorsChoose.org allows donations to hundreds of classrooms across the US. The site is supported by a variety of large corporations and private interests, including the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, Disneyland, Facebook, Starbucks and Chevron, to name just a few. Donors can choose particular projects and types of schools, such as Charters. Donors can also choose which type of teacher they want to support, such as screening for only "Teach for America" teachers. The irony is that while the web site claims to "ensure integrity" with an aim of "giving people a simple, accountable and personal way to address educational inequity", the entire project actually undermines the inequity they claim to want to address. Only taxation and fair distribution of tax revenues can provide genuinely equitable funding for schools across communities. Any system of charity will be rife with inequity and also lack stability. It is simply no way to pay for schooling. It is tragic that public education is eroding to the point where such charity is so widespread. Now more than ever we need to reverse the trend by forcing our governments to provide full and stable funding through our taxes. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 2:20 PM 2 comments: Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest Tuesday, October 16, 2012 Corporate ethics? A tale of two choices... It is a disturbing juxtaposition: in the same week that Facebook refused to remove hundreds of bullying comments about teenager Amanda Todd, who recently took her own life, another Internet company, ServerBeach, shut down, with almost no notice, 1.4 million blogs of teachers and students due to a copyright infringement issue. The Amanda Todd situation is tragic. A young woman took her life at least in part due to cyber-bullying. Even after her death, harassing comments and pictures continued to appear on Facebook. Those who reported these violations which were not removed received a message: Thanks for your recent report of a potential violation on Facebook. After reviewing your report, we were not able to confirm that the specific page you reported violates Facebook's Statement of Rights and Responsibilities. The reality is that the online harassment continues, and Facebook is failing to take action that could potentially prevent further harm to Amanda's family and other teens impacted by this cyber-bullying. (see: http://www.vancouverobserver.com/politics/investigations/facebook-speaks-out-about-amanda-todd-amid-post-mortem-bullying) In contrast, when Pearson discovered that a blog entry contained a few paragraphs (a set of 20 test questions) of a book published in 1974, the disabling of copyrighted content was swift and comprehensive. The blog owner had failed to pay Pearson the $120 licensing fee for using the content. Even though the content was removed from that blog, there was a "cached" version somewhere on the server (but it could not actually be viewed by anyone). Within 12 hours of receiving an automated warning message, edublogs.org was disabled by the hosting company ServerBeach, in response to complaints from Pearson. This had the effect of taking 1.4 million blogs offline - blogs mostly used by students and teachers during the school day. (see: http://wpmu.org/serverbeach-takes-1-45-million-edublogs-offline-just-12-hours-after-sending-through-a-lame-dmca-notice/) I don't believe corporations have any place in our schools, and this is a perfect case in point. Corporations have one primary interest - their own profits. When human interests compete, the playing field is not even. When corporations say they want to help students or help schools, we need to remember that they want that only so long as it is profitable for them. When interests collide, corporations will choose profits over people most of the time. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 3:58 PM No comments: Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest Textbook stunt no substitute for proper funding In the latest bizarre policy measure by Premier Christy Clark, the BC government will provide free online textbooks for 40 post secondary courses. It reminds me of the time they sent a book home to every household in BC with a child. I imagine this will be just about as effective at addressing debt for post secondary students as that stunt was for improving literacy rates and school readiness. That the government would propose such a measly and inequitable policy shows a real lack of understanding about this issue. Post secondary education is no longer affordable for many students, particularly those from low income families. This issue was described in a recent study by the Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives "...skyrocketing tuition fees do play a significant role in deciding whether or not to pursue a degree, particularly among students from low-income families. The extra costs (more than $5,000) associated with attending a university away from home tend to reduce enrolment among lower-income students who would have had to relocate to attend. According to research from Statistics Canada, “slightly more than one half (50.2%) of youth from families in the top quartile of the income distribution attend university by age 19, compared to less than a third of youth from families in the bottom quartile (31.0%).” (http://www.policyalternatives.ca/sites/default/files/uploads/publications/National%20Office/2012/09/Eduflation%20and%20High%20Cost%20Learning.pdf) Sadly, BC is not alone in failing to address the equity issues that come with higher tuition fees - it is a pan-Canadian phenomenon. Tuition rates have risen far faster than inflation, putting many students in dire economic straights with heavy debt loads. Similar forces are creeping into K - 12 schooling as well. One little noticed change to BC's school system this spring was a change to the School Act that allows Districts to charge fees for International Baccalaureate programs. Despite "hardship" policies, fees are a deterrent for low income families. This may impact hundreds of IB programs offered at schools across the province. It is in addition to fees already charged for specialty and Academy programs, as well as the significant fundraising parents do. All public education programs, not just a few textbooks, should be tuition free and fully funded. This is the only way to provide equitable access to these programs. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 3:10 PM No comments: Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest Tuesday, October 2, 2012 Origins of the #bcedplan - Updated Note: This blog entry was picked up by Tyee writer Katie Hyslop, who did an excellent story available here: http://thetyee.ca/News/2012/10/05/BC-Education-Plan/ It is easy to think that we are immune here in Canada from the influence of the global "education reformers" who claim to want to improve schooling. What they really want is to reduce government expenditures, reduce public service delivery, reduce the levels of service publicly funded, and at the same time create a massive opportunity for private providers in the long sought after K-12 "market". In fact, BC is a case study in how these ideas have been purposely propagated as part of a global strategy. Take a look at GELP, otherwise knows as the Global Education Leaders' Program. If you are familiar with ALEC (the American Legislative Exchange Council - a right wing organization that is propagating reactionary legislation through all the US states), GELP will look frighteningly familiar. It is a global group of "leaders" with a vision - transform public services so they do less with less, with private partners. Kind of like Charter schools or vouchers. Except with the appearance of making things better. More 21st century. GELP describes themselves: "GELP is a community of system leaders, policy-makers and thought-leaders collaborating to transform education at local, national and international levels, to equip every learner with the knowledge and skills to thrive in the 21st century." They acknowledge their "partners": Promethean, a "global education company that supports teaching and learning through integrated technology and training."; the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation; Cicso Systems Inc; the Ellen Koshlan Family Fund; and Innovation Unit, a "not-for-profit social enterprise which supports innovation in public services." One of GELP's "Jurisdictions" is none other than BC. There is a proud link to the bcedplan video here: http://gelponline.org/gelp-community/jurisdictions/british-columbia. And a little more digging finds a GELP case study report on, yes, you guessed it, the bcedplan. You can find the whole thing here (http://gelponline.org/resources/transforming-education-case-study-british-columbia), but interestingly, the report identifies the origins of the plan:"At an international conference held in Vancouver in 2009, a team from the Ministry connected with Valerie Hannon, a director of Innovation Unit and a consultant in the Global Education Leaders’ Program (GELP). Her presentation, ‘Only Connect’, struck a chord with the BC Ministry and under the leadership of Gordon Campbell, then Premier in the Province, a series of high level meetings took place which resulted in a radical vision for transforming education in British Columbia." So what is Hannon's view of a "radical vision"? Some insight can be found in a paper she co-authored for Cisco Systems. In "Developing an Innovation Ecosystem for Education", the radical vision is described clearly: "how to design public services that deliver different and better outcomes at a lower cost." (page 7)  This is done through "radical efficiencies", such as "a reduction in the number of interventions made by professionals", "decommissioning of space", "looking to alternative providers", and having "users of services frequently assume a more active role in their delivery, which serves to enhance the benefits of the service for these and other users and to reduce the costs of provision". And how will the bceplan do less for less with this radical vision? Well, just one example is special education - perhaps one of the most expensive areas of our current school system. This process began back in 2002 with the elimination of targeted funding for most students with special needs. It has progressed through the decade with the elimination of class composition rules (placing a limit on the number of students with special needs in any one class to ensure integration not segregation, as well as adequate teacher time) and the loss of over 700 special education teachers. But here is how GELP's case study describes the "next wave of reform": "Decategorisation of special needs education. In the words of Rod Allen, there will be 'no labels and no medical model. In a 21st century personalised world, I’ll tell you what a special education looks like if you can tell me what a ‘normal’ education is.'” It is not surprising that Gordon Campbell was struck with Valerie Hannon's ideas. The past decade has been all about the same type of "savings" she describes. As the BC Education Coalition pointed out back in 2010, these "savings" took place even before the Ministry was in love with Hannon's ideas: Between 2000/01 and 2009/10, the Education Ministry reports that BC has seen a net loss of 148 schools ("decommisioning of space") Net loss since 2001-02 of public school teachers: 9% ("reduction in the number of interventions made by professionals") Students with Special Needs: grad rates for most districts have declined in recent years, some by double digits (perhaps a consequence of an unrealistic expectation that "users of services" will be able to "assume a more active role in their delivery" because we apparently no longer need "labels" or a "medical model" for students with disabilities) (Note: I wrote a related blog post a year ago...different company, same message: http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2011/10/transformation-agenda-for-bc-education.html) Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 3:01 PM 4 comments: Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest Newer Posts Older Posts Home Subscribe to: Posts (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts All Comments Atom All Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ▼  October (5) The myth of personalization Schools as charities Corporate ethics? A tale of two choices... Textbook stunt no substitute for proper funding Origins of the #bcedplan - Updated ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12730,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 1999 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 12, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 1999 President’s message It’s not often that someone’s comments at a local teachers’ union meeting move me to tears, but it just about happened in Campbell River early in October. I was attending the first Teacher Forum, and I was pleased about the large number of members who had taken time from their busy schedules to come talk with me—they were talking and I was listening and taking notes. Their comments, on a broad range of issues, were often provocative and always thoughtful. Thirty-one colleagues made presentations at that meeting. As you might expect, most of them talked about bargaining and salaries, accreditation, standardized testing, and the use of professional development days. Then a fellow at the back of the room got up and changed the subject a bit. He said that BCTF had done good work in social justice over the years. He was concerned, however, that we are missing a new and important reality. A third-world economy is developing in Canada. He worried that many of our students are graduating into a society in which they can only expect $7.50-an-hour jobs at the Superstore. He reminded us that we need to be concerned about the future of these students if we are going to be responsible teachers. He argued that fairer distribution of the wealth of our society is an important issue for teachers. All the BCTF members in the room were quiet and respectful as he spoke. When he finished, there were many nods, a short silence, and further talk about more traditional topics. When we introduced the Teacher Forums, we hoped they would motivate our members to think deeply and seriously about our Federation. If the Campbell River forum is any indication, that’s exactly what’s happening. I want to thank that eloquent colleague for his important reminder, and I want to thank each of you who participates in the consultation process for helping to build a stronger BCTF. David Chudnovsky Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141007,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/bctf/status/473473236223528960?screen_name=bctf&screen_name=bctf&id=473473236223528960&id=473473236223528960,BCTF on Twitter: "Iker on #bced bargaining: #bcpoli government has not tabled a single improvement to class size and composition. http://t.co/2HljH0QJNT" Twitter Search query Search Twitter Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Language: English Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Have an account? Sign in New to Twitter? Join Today » Sign In Phone, email or username Password Sign in Remember me Forgot password? Already using Twitter via text message? Follow Following Unfollow Blocked Unblock Pending Cancel BCTF ‏ @bctf Jun 2 Iker on #bced bargaining: #bcpoli government has not tabled a single improvement to class size and composition. pic.twitter.com/2HljH0QJNT Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Retweets 20 Favorites 8 7:36 AM - 2 Jun 2014 Allan Fong ‏ @richmondasian Jun 2 @bctf he needs to get a haircut if he wants anyone to take him serious Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Alfred E. Newman ‏ @notsobigkahuna Jun 2 @richmondasian @bctf ouch. Bad grammar. Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Sean McCartney ‏ @McTeeth Jun 3 @bctf look at all those teachers who can start schools and service their community #bced Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Don’t miss any updates from BCTF © 2014 Twitter About Help Ads info Close Flag this media This has already been marked as containing sensitive content. Flag this as containing potentially illegal content. Submit Cancel Learn more about flagging media Dismiss Close Previous Next Close Go to a person's profile Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Close Retweet this to your followers? Cancel Retweet Close Are you sure you want to delete this Tweet? Cancel Delete Close Block Cancel Block Add a location to your Tweets When you tweet with a location, Twitter stores that location. You can switch location on/off before each Tweet and always have the option to delete your location history. Learn more Turn location on Not now Turn off location Close Profile summary Close Your lists Close Create a new list List name Description Under 100 characters, optional Privacy Public · Anyone can follow this list Private · Only you can access this list Save list Close Close Embed this Tweet Add this Tweet to your website by copying the code below. Learn more Hmm, there was a problem reaching the server. Try again? Include parent Tweet Include media Preview Close Sign up for Twitter Not on Twitter? Sign up, tune into the things you care about, and get updates as they happen. Have an account? Sign in » Close Two-way (sending and receiving) short codes: Country Code For customers of United States 40404 (any) Canada 21212 (any) United Kingdom 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM Haiti 40404 Digicel, Voila Ireland 51210 Vodafone, O2 India 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Indonesia 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » See SMS short codes for other countries Close Confirmation)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141007,www.huffingtonpost.ca,http://www.huffingtonpost.ca/news/bc-teachers-strike-2014/comments.add,B.C. Teachers Strike 2014: Pictures, Videos, Breaking News Using a mobile device? Go to m.huffingtonpost.com for huffpost mobile. Vancouver Christy Clark B.C. First Nations Gregor Robertson More Log in Create Account Notifications Profile Settings Logout Edition: CA BR Brasil CA Canada DE Deutschland ES España FR France IT Italia JP 日本 (Japan) KR 한국 (Korea) MG Maghreb UK United Kingdom US United States Region: BC All Canada Alberta British Columbia Québec (en français) Follow FRONT PAGE Politics Ford Still Doesn't Understand Racism51 Unvetted Judge Joins Supreme Court43 Kenney Posts Photos Of Iraqi Children To Make Case For ISIL Airstrikes94 Clinton: Canadian Help In ISIL Fight 'Indispensable'44 Canadians Left In A Fog Of War42 Go to Politics More in Politics The Pulse Stephen Harper You might also like US Politics UK Politics Business Porn Company Has A Raunchy Deal For Air Canada Pilots Sun News Just Lost Its Main Source Of Content; What Now?49 Canadian Cities Surprisingly Unpopular Destinations For Workers This Is How You Rack Up U.S. Roaming Charges While In Canada14 Look What China Might Actually Build47 Go to Business More in Business Small Business Money You might also like Tech TechCrunch Autoblog WorldPost Spanish Nurse First To Contract Ebola Outside West Africa526 It's Been 3 Weeks Since Anyone's Seen Kim And Rumors Are Swirling97 3 New Findings On ISIS Weapons That You Should Know About39 Kurds Face Massacre In Syrian Border Town As Turkey Just Watches335 American Held Hostage By ISIS: 'I Am Obviously Pretty Scared To Die'70 Go to WorldPost More in WorldPost Foreign Affairs World Elections Arab Uprising Afghanistan War Syria Crisis You might also like Travel Impact Living 100 Pumpkin Carvings That Will Inspire You Fried Maple Leaves Are A Delicacy In Japan, And We're Jealous WATCH: HuffPost Readers School Us On Toronto's Real Must-Eats Toronto Dubbed Fourth Most Livable City In The World 33 Signs You Live In Liberty Village Go to Living You might also like Healthy Living Food Recipes Divorce Women Parentdish Green Post50 Weddings Style Best Halloween Costumes For Men And Women Most Offensive Products In Retail Canadian Model Coco Rocha Is Pregnant! LOOK: Matthew McConaughey Wears 'Dazed And Confused' T-Shirt Go to Style More in Style Beauty Fashion Celeb Style Entertaining and Etiquette Stylelist Canada Wedding Style Home Style You might also like Style (U.S.) Weddings Stylelist Canada Entertainment '7th Heaven' Star Reportedly Confesses To Child Molestation On Tape424 Beyonce & Nicki Minaj Are Straight Up 'Flawless' In Paris Performance19 Jennifer Lawrence Breaks Her Silence On Nude Photo Hack Kendra Wilkinson Gets Candid About Those Cheating Rumors18 Kris Jenner Opens Up About The Late Robert Kardashian Go to Entertainment You might also like Music Celebrity TV Moviefone Arts The Glamorous History Of Pin-Up Like You've Never Seen It Before Here Are A Bunch Of F*cking Delightful Artsy Cat Photos. You're Welcome. This Is What It Really Looks Like To Be A Modern Day Nun New Animation-Inspired Art Show Will Make You Yearn For Saturday Morning Cartoons Go to Arts You might also like Books Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Religion Alberta 20 Puppies Found Abandoned In Field Anti-Abortion Postcard Targets Tory MP.. Again26 Mystery 'GPO Girl' Turns Up In Calgary Major Saskatchewan Train Derailment Dozens Of Dead Cats Found, Another 62 Euthanized Go to Alberta More in Alberta Alberta Politics Alberta Business Alison Redford Calgary Edmonton British Columbia B.C. Teen Killed By Train Was Wearing Headphones, Texting: RCMP13 Anthem Singer's Fall Is Lesson In Showmanship Pastafarian Loses B.C. Driver's Licence Over Holy Colander Elderly Asian Women Attacked In Vancouver Lawyers Of Convicted Surrey Six Gangsters Want Mistrial Go to British Columbia More in British Columbia B.C. Politics B.C. Business Christy Clark Vancouver ALL SECTIONS News Canada Politics Canada Business US Politics US Business World Media Sports Education Crime Weird News Good News Daily Finance Entertainment Entertainment Music TV Celebrity Comedy Art Books Moviefone Life & Style Living Style Home Healthy Living Taste Weddings Travel Parents Divorce Huff/Post 50 Marlo Thomas OWN Tech & Science Tech Science Green Techcrunch Engadget TUAW Joystiq Voices Impact Women Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Religion College Teen Local Quebec (French) Calgary Montreal Ottawa Toronto Vancouver Winnipeg Mapquest Patch.com Our Mobile Apps iPhone iPad HuffPost Live iPad Android Phone Android Tablet British Columbia B.C. Politics B.C. Business Christy Clark Vancouver rss of this page Like 45 featured blog posts B.C. Public Schools Need More Funding, Not Fundraising I find that the inadequacies of public education funding have ignited a fire in me. Is anyone else feeling like we should stop fundraising for the things that should be funded by the government? Mellissa Kimberley Mother, Artisan, Lifelong Learner     It's Time For B.C. Teachers To Stop Lying To Parents The teachers have been lying to us. For years. They've been covering it up. Papering over underfunding and mismanaged fiscal priorities with brightly coloured posters and sparkly stickers. Concealing an impoverished system by buying the damn supplies themselves. Without receiving so much as a tax break on those purchases. Naomi Lazarus Costume Designer, Mother I Refuse To Stop Spending My Own Money On My Classroom Yes, I've bought the materials in the boxes that I'll be hauling to work each day this week. And yes, I sincerely wish that I hadn't had to go out of pocket to make sure that my students get the best education that I can give them. The underfunding of public education in B.C. has already taken enough out of me. I refuse to let it take who I am as a teacher, too. Ashley D. MacKenzie High School Teacher A Normal Sunday, At Last The early afternoon sun brightens the kitchen as it shines down through the skylight; I can hear my two youngest children, managing to not bicker and argue their way through Lego Star Wars on the TV, and I'm sitting across the kitchen table from my teacher husband, typing this as he plots out his Socials 8 course for the year. This is the first Sunday in months that feels normal for us. Mellissa Kimberley Mother, Artisan, Lifelong Learner The Last Day of School As families in B.C. prepare for the long-awaited return to school, I am inspired to sit down and write out my own reflections of this past summer. In countless movies, we see children hard at work on their first day of classes, writing out their first essay of the school year. And so, I take a page from that to bring you "What I Did On My Last Day Of School." Mellissa Kimberley Mother, Artisan, Lifelong Learner   The Conspiracy Of Silence In B.C. Schools Is Over Well, here we are, with a deal to vote on. We're climbing up out of the trenches, dusting ourselves off, holding our noses against the stench of manipulation, and voting. We'll vote yes, but it won't be an overwhelming yes. Cecelia Griffiths B.C. Resource Teacher B.C. Teachers' Strike 2014: At What Cost? These past three months have been an exercise in spinning plates, deciding what bills must be paid now and which can sit for a month; making those excruciatingly embarrassing phone calls to utility companies to ask for extensions, explaining our circumstances and hoping for an understanding and lenient person on the other end of the phone. I can't help but shake my head, because shouldn't teachers with their professional training be able to make ends meet better than this? Mellissa Kimberley Mother, Artisan, Lifelong Learner B.C. Teachers Should Vote No To Tentative Deal Despite what I know was a Herculean effort on the part of our bargaining team, I very much hope that B.C. teachers will vote no to the tentative agreement. After five weeks of strike, and 12 years of legal battles, this is not the deal that will restore sanity to public education and it is not a fair deal for teachers and students. Tara Ehrcke Teacher, Activist, Citizen B.C. Teachers' Strike Was About Values, Not Economics Now, do I feel as though both sides compromised equally on this contract? No. I do feel like the teachers gave up more. But as much as I'd like a salary increase that actually kept up with the rate of inflation, and the budget to fund some firm way of handling class size and composition, this whole strike wasn't about economics. Ashley D. MacKenzie High School Teacher B.C. Teachers' Strike Is Epic Struggle Of Dinosaurs Millions of years ago, a triceratops and a Tyrannosaurus rex fought it out as the Cretaceous period came to a end. Neither realized their struggle was futile since they were both about to become extinct. The B.C. teachers' strike is another epic struggle of dinosaurs as the Ministry of Education and teachers' union are locked in bitter dispute over issues that have little significance since the market for education has fundamentally changed. Steven Burton Creator of Icicle, the HACCP Food Safety Platform Do B.C. Parents Have To Buy Toilet Paper Soon As Part Of School Supplies? Then there is the issue of school supplies. I have watched the list steadily lengthen over the years. This year alone, I have spent $300 just so my children can have adequate supplies for school. Not to mention that their supply lists include ridiculous items like Kleenex, photocopy paper and Ziploc bags. If our schools don't even have the funding to supply children with something to wipe their noses with, then like one parent said to me, "What's next, toilet paper?" Carolyn Moeller Mother, Community Volunteer, Bookkeeper A Rough Guide To E80 And The B.C. Teachers' Strike Everybody watching the B.C. public teachers' strike has heard of E80, and nobody understands it. Even the negotiating teams can't agree on what it means -- a pretty good sign that it should be deep-sixed pronto. The bottom line is that the parties' positions on E80 is fatally poisoned by distrust. Many fault the union, but it's the government who wrote the script. Sandy Garossino Business Owner, Community Advocate, former Crown prosecutor Christy Clark Is Balancing the Budget at the Expense of Kids and Teachers The current teachers federation vs. government struggle is more than a labour dispute. For those who look closely, what's revealed is a style of government that appears to disregard facts, deceive the public, tarnish the reputation of teachers, all in a move to pit the people against teachers and their legal right to due process under the law. Government's disdain for trained professionals in order to gain a political advantage is deplorable. No government should hide the truth of its past misconduct. No government should balance the budget at the expense of teachers and kids. Raffi Cavoukian Troubadour, Author I Served To Help Children Attend School Abroad, But Am Helpless In B.C. I sacrificed myself, along with my army buddies, to help children in other countries to attend school, but what can I do in my own country to get children back in school in B.C. Madam Premier, this is our province. Not just mine and definitely not just yours. This province is not just yours to destroy the rights and freedoms of the people. Dan Nickel Retired Army Mechanic, Hockey Coach B.C. Teachers' Strike: 5 Tips For Survival Dr. Divi Chandna Physician, Author Help B.C. Teachers Feel Valued With #thisisYOURstrikepay I am a B.C. teacher, and lately I feel like I should apologize for that. I'm so tired of hearing how awful I am. How greedy. How I shouldn't want more for my students. Let's get teachers feeling valued because things are rough right now, and it's getting hard to remember by ourselves. Kat Ling Teacher Chinese Parents' Group Takes Credit For Ending Teachers' Strike Quick Read | Comments | 10.01.2014 B.C. School Districts Ordered To Return All Strike Savings Quick Read | Comments | 09.26.2014 Return To Classes 'Very Emotional' Quick Read | Comments | 09.22.2014 BACK TO SCHOOL! Quick Read | Comments | 09.21.2014 Teachers Shut Out Of B.C. Liberal Fundraiser After 'Security' Concerns Quick Read | Comments (84) | 09.21.2014 The Secret Meeting That Broke The B.C. Teachers' Impasse Quick Read | Comments | 09.21.2014 'Neither Side Got Exactly What They Wanted' Quick Read | Comments | 09.20.2014 B.C. Teachers' Strike Ends With Bittersweet Contract Approval Quick Read | Comments | 09.19.2014 B.C. Teachers Vote On Bittersweet Contract Deal With Province Quick Read | Comments | 09.18.2014 Veteran Mediator Elevated To Hero Status In B.C. Quick Read | Comments | 09.16.2014 DEAL Quick Read | Comments (53) | 09.20.2014 B.C. Teachers' Dispute Spins Into Boycott Of Businesses Quick Read | Comments (147) | 09.17.2014 Is Mother Nature Trying To Say Something About Teachers' Strike? Quick Read | Comments | 09.16.2014 B.C. Teachers' Strike's 'Unintended Consequences' Quick Read | Comments (14) | 09.15.2014 About B.C. Teachers Strike 2014 Public teachers in British Columbia began rotating strikes in May 2014 which also included a partial lockout by the provincial government. It escalated to a full-scale walkout a month later as part of a bitter ongoing contract dispute. The sticking points are pay, class size and composition, and classroom support. A mediator walked out on exploratory talks a few days before the scheduled start of the 2014/15 school year, declaring the two sides too far apart to attempt mediation. Most Popular Whk00puh5k%2Bp%2FYVDIhQElYbiYJ7l%2BGrIFNmGT9XZrMc%3D ldmCcif%2FLlEpeCpvWnQdBL6uPgmTwBztX8Pvtt25%2BpM%3D exABQjIsjdWHWO96CaCs4EzuGVnbhGskyxYg%2Bc8ioXI%3D 1 of 3 B.C. Teachers Strike 2014: Gov't Won't Impose Settlement, Says De Jong 3 Comments A Teacher's Appeal To BC Liberals Of Conscience 54 Comments B.C. Teachers Strike 2014: Union Hopes For Mediation In August 2 Comments B.C. Teachers' Strike News Could Come Just Days Before Scheduled School Year 0 Comments Promising? Marathon Teachers' Strike Talks Go Into Wee Hours Quick Read | Comments (70) | 09.15.2014 Ontario Teachers Donate $100,000 To Striking B.C. Counterparts Quick Read | Comments (15) | 09.12.2014 WATCH: Singing Out Teachers' Strike Frustrations Quick Read | Comments | 09.12.2014 Homemade Study Guide Goes Viral To Help Grade 12 Students During Strike Quick Read | Comments | 09.12.2014 Education Minister No Longer Ruling Out Back-To-Work Legislation Quick Read | Comments (62) | 09.12.2014 Christy Clark Event Caterers Find Restaurant Window Smashed Quick Read | Comments (13) | 09.11.2014 'Widely Expected' Teachers' Vote Result Turns Up Pressure On Province Quick Read | Comments | 09.11.2014 Big Budget Surplus Not For Teachers' Deal: Finance Minister Quick Read | Comments (64) | 09.10.2014 Voucher System For B.C. Schools 'Categorically Not True': Minister Quick Read | Comments (38) | 09.09.2014 B.C. Union Leaders Urge Clark To Accept Binding Arbitration Quick Read | Comments (32) | 09.09.2014 Bus Driver Rejected Student Fare Due To Strike: Teen Quick Read | Comments | 09.09.2014 Pages:   1 2 3 4 5 Advertise | Make HuffPost your Home Page | RSS | Careers | FAQ User Agreement | Privacy | Comment Policy | About Us | About Our Ads | Contact Us Copyright © 2014 TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. | "The Huffington Post" is a registered trademark of TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. All rights reserved. Part of HPMG News)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7856&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 2, October 2004 Exchange teaching experience by Bonnie Sutherland A number of years ago, my husband, Don, and I exchanged houses, cars, and jobs with teachers from Sydney, Australia. Adjusting to a new situation in a foreign country is a challenge in itself, but ours was especially difficult as both our schools were located in areas populated almost entirely by new immigrants from Greece, Lebanon, or Vietnam. There was a lot of tension among the ethnic groups as they vied for position in their new country. The Greek and Lebanese students’ behaviour often clashed with our expectations; for example, many students yelled for attention. We later realized that that was because they were from large families—eight or nine children was not uncommon—so yelling was the way to get noticed. At the high school where I worked, a number of girls told me emphatically that they didn’t need any more education because their fathers were going to find them husbands once they turned 15. One Friday during this very difficult year, Don was so frustrated that he sat down and wrote up his day as it had unfolded—a day of ineffectual school procedures punctuated by constant interruptions from deafening trains and unnecessary messengers. He taught at a primary school roughly equivalent to a K–6 situation here. The building itself was a large, old brick structure, a rabbit warren by design, with thick, black smoke constantly belching from an industrial-sized smokestack next door. The good news is that we survived our year in Oz, retained our sense of humour, and came back probably better teachers for the experience. Dear Diary 9:20 a.m. Horn sounds. The children line up outside. Teacher situated on a 20-foot-high balcony vainly attempts announcements. My mind wanders to the Queen, the Pope, Mussolini; the restless multitude also suffer from wandering minds, and, no wonder: most can’t hear. About 30 m away, lower primary grades are doing their morning exercises to amplified rock music that almost drowns out our ineffectual announcer. 9:24 a.m. Children line up (congregate) at various locations around the grounds—well, some do. Odd bods are in the assembly hall setting up. Teachers head over to what remains of their classes and they wander into the hall. 9:25 a.m. A deputy teacher is on the hall stage with "mike" exhorting kids to enter without any noise—a well-nigh-impossible goal. Children yak; chairs clack. 9:28 a.m. "Order" is eventually established. Pupils stand quietly for Advance Australia Fair—a musically mumbled version rendered with words displayed on overhead. The result would make any Anzac retreat. 9:30 a.m. Pupils’ council member announces that the vice-principal will address the assembly. Here follows a diatribe listing all the misdemeanors from the past week-mostly directed at those spitting (ugh!) on the drinking taps—"this must stop"...and "some people are not returning library books on time" and "some people are in the halls at the wrong time...this must stop"...and..."the end of the year is near, and some will have to work much harder if they don’t want to repeat a grade." After about five minutes of this emotional tirade (was Nuremburg ever this bad?), she hands the torch to a pupil who announces that we will now have a song: Everyone Is Beautiful. 9:40 a.m. Children receive weekly awards for work, behaviour, etc. The same faces appear each week. 9:45 a.m. Announcements of last Friday’s sports scores. Final directions. 9:50 a.m. Instructions end, and kids march to respective rooms except those paying a dollar for a bus fare that takes them to various sports—roughly 60% of the school. Return to class to retrieve what’s left of the morning. 9:55 a.m. In class. Roll call. Figure out how much of the possible hour and five minutes left of regular class time I’ll be able to salvage. 9:57 a.m. First interruption. Train thunders past in middle of directions—the usual 65-second pause. Only 15 more monsters to go! 9:59 a.m. Second interruption. Two "messengers" present a note from a Greek instructor stating that she wants the Greek dancers as soon as possible in her room—they are to perform at some shopping mall. I treat this typical ambiguity with the respect it deserves and send the six ethnic experts off. What could I teach them in 15 minutes anyway? Besides the next bunch leave in 10 minutes to join the choir for the same extravaganza. 10:02 a.m. Dancers return—she doesn’t want "them" as soon as possible. It was all Greek to me. I’ll try at 10:10. 10:03 a.m. "Well, class, when this bunch go, the remaining 15 (one kid transferred, one sick, one in Lebanon for a three-month visit, one with dad hunting opals) will commence their drafts for the letter to Vancouver or attempt to complete projects on gold in Australia" (now in its 18th week). 10:10 a.m. "Hollywood Goes Greek" group departs. 10:12 a.m. Interruption by the constant, relentless roving messenger. A note: If the weather is still unsatisfactory by 11 a.m., sports will be cancelled. I am not impressed. 10:15 a.m. Class settles. I offer assistance to pupils having trouble with division—very short division. 10:17 a.m. Routine resumes. Routine?—a most misleading term! 10:25 a.m. Magic missive mover returns. "Non-Greek-speaking pupils: Greek language class will not be held. Send pupils to Greek-speaking instructor for work." This is not exactly necessary news. 11:00 a.m. Recess. I am slightly disturbed by the non-appearance of the creeping courier. 11:20 a.m. Non-Greek group exit. I commence recorder without piano instruction to 11 musicians. 11:25 a.m. Working well from page 5; that is, if you consider playing notes A and B simultaneously has musical merit. 11:27 a.m. NGSPGL class filters back completely ruining the mood of my budding pipers. "She said we could work in our classroom." I display magnificent control and merely roll my eyes. I ignore them. 11:28 a.m. Music resumes. Students decide they like the note "A" better and elect to entertain me with 32 bars of same. 11:40 a.m. No rain for past hour. "Orchestra" finally embarks on note #3—"G" when, ah, yes, Nellie the Notewit strikes again. "Sports is on." Fancy that! 11:45 a.m. Music class finally shows improvement, given my ultimatum: Anyone not making satisfactory progress, hie thee to the nearest corner and practise Poor Johnny One Note silently. Oh, yes, it CAN be done. 11:46 a.m. New messenger arrives—one of my soccer boys. "Can I go home and get my boots? I thought it was going to rain." 11:48 a.m. The NG etc. pupils begin drifting out. I ignore them. 11:50 a.m. Another train. You can’t ignore that. 11:52 a.m. The NG etc. return intermittently. I am too numb to react. 11:59 a.m. Ghostly figure of another soccer squirt, name of Mehmtahli appears at my door and taps timidly. I stop the "music" (they’re now playing A, B, & G simultaneously) and wave Mehm away furiously. I will be interrupted no more. He slinks off stage left. 12:00 p.m. NG nerds begin yet another exodus. "Where are you going?" "To get our work marked, Sir." "If you leave this room, don’t come back—ever!" I hiss. They sit. 12:01 p.m. The Seaforth Highlanders are valiantly attempting Au Clair de la Lune. It resembles a pod of whales with indigestion. 12:02 p.m. Another bloody train. 12:10 p.m. Lunch if you are quick. 12:15 p.m. Assemble my two soccer teams and walk three km to our playing field at the local park as our school lacks even this basic facility. "Away games" means bussing—ugh! Teacher of opposing team offers to ref while I patrol non-combatants—the usual tasks: preventing children from harming one another, spitting, disrupting game in progress, etc. Diffuse potential racial incident. Greek boy from my team spits at 17-year-old girl for calling him a wop. Her large boyfriend threatens an ‘otomy on parts unmentionable. 2:35 p.m. Walk back to school. Dump 24 boys at blacktop assembly area for final house points, reports, and team scores. In other words, fill in time until 3:20 p.m. dismissal. Teacher from balcony continues to use usual control method—"Someone is still talking!" Very true. They never stop. "I can still hear someone not listening!" Oh really? Is she or he referring to the groups of teachers gabbing away, setting the tone? Smoke from the chimney stack next door rolls across the assembly area choking all with its pollutants. I have had enough for one day. I slink off to the staffroom. 3:20 p.m. The last house group is finally dismissed for being quiet and sitting up straight. Friday is finally over! Bonnie and Don Sutherland are retired Delta teachers.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=17564&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 5, March 2009  Book review: The Secret Lives of Saints By Janet Nicol The Secret Lives of Saints (Daphne Bramham, Random House Canada, Toronto, 2008. 445 pp $32.95 cloth) reveals disturbing truths about a fundamentalist Mormon sect in Bountiful, a community of more than 1,200 people in south-eastern British Columbia. Author Daphne Bramham has frequently expounded on injustices committed toward its residents in her Vancouver Sun columns. Now her book offers the big picture, delivering a compelling story dominated with villains, victims, and apathetic observers. Much of Bramham’s evidence of wrong-doings is based on testimonies of former residents. She also uses the words of Winston Blackmore, an expelled bishop who continues to lead a faction of sect members, to prove leadership at Bountiful is anything but saintly. Descriptions of similar activities of the Fundamentalist Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints (FLDS) in Utah, Arizona, and Texas are detailed. (The FLDS is not to be confused with mainstream Mormons who oppose multiple marriages.) Bramham repeatedly illustrates how British Columbians are reluctant to protest the Mormon sect’s harmful impact on its women and children, despite the fact polygamy has been illegal since 1890. Two independent schools at Bountiful—funded by BC taxpayers to the tune of $800,000 annually—enroll an estimated 400 students. Citing annual government inspector reports, the author notes Bountiful Elementary and Secondary School (BESS) has operated in the past with only three out of ten teaching staff holding BC College of Teachers’ certifications. Blackmore founded Mormon Hills in 2001 and named himself superintendent. But few students from either school graduate from Grade 12. Drop-out rates are high and occur early—girls leave to enter “assigned” marriages as young as 14, and boys, as early as Grade 8, to work in low-wage jobs. Many boys are also cast out of Bountiful by church elders to decrease the ratio of grooms to brides. The schools profess to follow BC curriculum, yet Bramham argues subject content is distorted or ignored. Religious doctrine prevails on posters, exam questions, and video-taped songs and sermons. Domestic skills are emphasized for female students. A few “trusted” females are encouraged to become nurses, teachers, and midwives so the community can be self-sufficient. All classroom learners are kept insulated from, and in contempt of, the “outside” world. Bramham compares these human rights violations to that of the Taliban in Afghanistan. She asks: “How is it that two nations, so clear-sighted in recognizing human rights atrocities in other countries and so fearless in taking on tyrannical rulers on the other side of the world, have been so blind to the human rights violations committed against their own women and children?” Fundamentalist Mormons first settled in the area in the late 1940s. Over the ensuing years, opportunities to take legal action occurred, Bramham observes, including in the 1990s. But provincial NDP Minister Penny Priddy was unable to convince her cabinet colleagues to lay charges against Bountiful’s leaders. “Bountiful is like a sleeping snake,” she told the author. “Everybody takes a stick and pokes at it once in a while.” Priddy cites apathy as the single biggest reason for government inaction. Four years ago, the BC Teachers’ Federation joined the protest, delivering a petition of teachers’ signatures to the Liberal government. Meantime, BC Attorney General Wally Oppal ordered a two-year RCMP investigation and two independent inquiries. And now he has appointed special prosecutor Terrance Robertson to head a third investigation. Another key breakthrough came in November 2007, when FLDS “prophet” Warren Jeffs was tried and sentenced by an American court to 10 years in prison on two counts of rape as an accomplice. (Jeffs had assigned the marriage of a 14-year-old girl to a 19-year-old male.) Because of growing public condemnation, Blackmore may be loosening his hold on his multiple wives, children, and followers. Recently he hired three certified teachers at Mormon Hills and he is improving academic standards, according to Audrey Vance, a Creston resident and former school trustee. Vance is one of a dozen members of “Altering Destiny Through Education.” “Last year 10 of Winston’s students graduated from Homelinks,” Vance said in a telephone interview. (Homelinks is a public education program in Creston.) Vance’s group supports education for Bountiful’s youth, believing learning can be a path out. In a telephone interview, Bramham says sect elders only want their members to be “minimally educated.” They want the children to have the basics—reading, writing, and math,” she says. Beyond this, leaders discourage higher learning for young people because they are only going to face a life of domestic or manual work. “This also makes it harder to escape,” Bramham adds. Bramham thinks the Independent School Act needs to be re-written. “Teachers need to meet the basic professional requirements,” she says, “and safeguards to the curriculum need to be added so inspectors have tools to maintain standards.” But while the wheels of reform and investigation grind slowly, the leaders of Bountiful continue to assign child brides to older men and exploit or “throw away” boys. Airing the “secrets” of the saints, as Bramham does in this book, is a convincing and compassionate step toward change in our own backyard. Janet Nicol teaches at Killarney Secondary School, Vancouver.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13042,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 1998 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 11, Number 1, September 1998 Collective agreement puts teachers in schools by Janet Amsden It was good news for teachers-on-call in the last week of August as school boards scrambled to find classroom teachers, ESL teachers, teacher-librarians, learning assistance teachers, counsellors, and special education resource teachers in time for September opening. Districts posted a large number of positions to meet the staffing mandates of the new collective agreement the B.C. Legislature approved on July 30, 1998. During the summer, corrections to the staffing numbers districts had originally reported to the Ministry of Education on Form 1530 were finalized and by August 21, 1998, boards knew what funding they would receive. Province-wide, the funding provided for the hiring of 174 Kindergarten and Grade 1 teachers (116 more than originally calculated) and 362 non-enrolling and ESL teachers this fall. In some districts, such as Richmond, this means 44.6 additional ESL teachers. In others, such as Vancouver Island West, it means an additional 0.122 of a Grade 1 teacher. Staffing ratios and class-size guidelines in the new collective agreement mean that, for the first time, boards give locals staffing plans for each school and district that set out how the funds will be used. In this process, staff reps are essential to the implementation of the new positions. Without staff reps’ verification of each teacher’s assignment, locals cannot ensure that school boards meet the staffing requirements specified in the new collective agreement. The positions created as a result of the 1998 collective agreement are in addition to the estimated 400 vacancies created by teachers’ taking advantage of the early-retirement provisions (ERIP 98) in the 1996 Transitional Collective Agreement. The net effect of the two agreements has been the creation of approximately 900 new openings for teachers. In each of the last four years, about 1,800 new teachers have secured teaching positions in B.C. If that trend continues this year, about 2,700 TOCs will have that job they’ve been waiting for. Janet Amsden is an assistant director in the BCTF’s Organization Support Division. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141006,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/francais/BulletinInfo.aspx?id=35628,Vol. 1, No. 1, 2 octobre 2014  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Bulletin d'informations archives 2014–15   Home > Français   Volume 1, Numéro 1, 2 octobre 2014 Un grand merci Congrès à venir SFU Faculté d'éducation: Programmes Lancement de la PELF pour le programme francophone Animations en francais au Musée de Vancouver La Tournée du cinéma québécois en Colombie-Britannique Ressources pédagogiques ACELF: Échanges francophones de l’ACELF : voyage-échange ou cyber-échange avec la francophonie canadienne Grand Trophée Galala Invitation de CILS-FM Victoria Un grand merci   Chères et chers collègues, La deuxième semaine de classes est presque terminée ce qui veut dire que les choses sont plus ou moins de retour à la normale.Vous avez eu besoin de laisser tomber vos habitudes pour la rentrée et d'en créez de nouvelles pour accommoder un début d'année scolaire peu orthodoxe. À vous tous, un gros merci pour tout ce que vous avez fait depuis le mois mai pour défendre l’enseignement public, le droit à une éducation de qualité pour tous nos élèves et la protection de nos droits et de notre convention collective. La carte ci-dessus sera d'ici peu disponible (dans les deux langues) sur le portail des membres de la Fédération. Nous vous prions de l’utiliser pour remercier les gens qui nous ont aidé pendant notre grève. Ici au bureau de la Fédération, c’est beaucoup plus calme alors nous (Cécilia et moi) en avons profité pour composer le premier numéro de l’année de notre bulletin d’informations. Grâce à Cécilia, notre bulletin suivra le format du bulletin de la FECB et sera aussi disponible en ligne sur notre page. Nous espérons créer un bulletin hebdomadaire que vous trouverez dans votre boîte à lettres chaque vendredi.  La conférence annuelle pour nouveaux enseignants, enseignants suppléants et maîtres-stagiaires a été annulée.  Nous sommes déjà en train de planifier la conférence de 2016.  Congrès du 24 octobre 2014: Les associations provinciales de spécialistes acceptent les inscriptions à leurs conférences. Sur la page d’accueil de la FECB, sur le côté droit, vous trouverez, sous la rubrique Twitter Feed, les sites web de ces conférences. Ci-dessous, vous trouverez l’information pour la conférence de la BCATML et de l’APPIPC.  Pendant l’été, la FECB a lancé TeachBC, notre nouveau site web et base de données en ligne pour les membres de la Fédération pour le partage des ressources pédagogiques pertinentes, les programmes d’études de la M à la 12e en C.-B. Les enseignants sont encouragés à nous aider à construire cette ressource en téléchargeant leur matériel d'enseignement, les leçons et de la recherche.Il y a quelques ressources en français. Alors, si vous avez des ressources, des activités pour les élèves ou les enseignants, des sites intéressants, votre thèse de maîtrise ou de doctorat, un compte-rendu de votre recherche-action, un article intéressant, etc., veuillez l’ajouter au site et/ou nous envoyer un courriel avec l’information et nous l’ajouterons au prochain numéro du bulletin. Ateliers: n’oubliez pas que la Fédération offre un grand nombre d’ateliers sans frais aux enseignants. La liste des ateliers en français est de plus en plus longue grâce aux enseignantes et enseignants des trois programmes qui ont suivi une formation à Kamloops pendant l’été. La liste des ateliers est ici. Les facilitateurs ont ajouté un fascicule francophone et français de base à l’atelier sur les cultures. Un autre a créé un atelier sur l’autogestion.  L’atelier sur la justice sociale en salle de classe a été traduit et sera prêt d’ici la fin novembre. Pour la première fois dans l’histoire de la Fédération, il y a des facilitateurs qui parlent français dans chaque secteur!!! Rome, un nouveau facilitateur, a aussi créé un nouveau terme: la "franco-salade" pour représenter les 3 programmes avec toutes leurs complexités. Le groupe a beaucoup ri et nous avons trouvé l’expression très à propos.Vous l’avez peut-être remarqué dans le titre d’un atelier à l’APPIPC. Deux grandes célébrations ce mois-ci: l’Action de grâce le 13 et l’Halloween le 31. Certains grands et beaucoup de petits ont déjà commencé à planifier leur costume de cette année.  Nous vous souhaitons une belle fin de semaine.  Congrès à venir Congrès de l'APPIPC: 24 octobre  à Richmond  Les inscriptions sont ouvertes! Inscrivez-vous avant le 20 octobre et profitez d'un prix réduit! www.congresappipc.ca  Congrès de la BCATML: 24 octobre à Burnaby. Inscriptions: https://www.regonline.ca/bcatml_conference2014; site web: www.bcatml.org  SFU Faculté d'éducation: Programmes Maîtrise en éducation: c'est un programme de 2 ans minimum qui s'adresse aux éducateurs, intervenants communautaires, enseignants et administrateurs scolaires. Le programme a pour thématique la diversité inhérente aux différents contextes de l’éducation en situations minoritaires. Il propose un examen critique de la recherche dans ce domaine ainsi que des pistes d’intervention adaptées à ces nouvelles réalités. En savoir plus ici  Doctorat en leadership éducationnel: Le programme de doctorat en leadership éducationnel est conçu spécialement pour former des chefs de file parmi les personnes qui travaillent ou planifient de travailler dans le domaine de l’éducation (écoles, collèges et centres de formation) ou dans d’autres services publics ou parapublics (santé, services sociaux, services communautaires, fonction publique, ONG, agences de développement, organismes culturels, etc.). En savoir plus ici  Développement professionnel pour les enseignants en immersion française, au programme francophone et en français de base. Plus d'information ici  Bootcamp francofun (pour les enseignants du français de base): Dans une atmosphère de détente, ce Bootcamp FrancoFUN offrira un programme d’activités pédagogiques, linguistiques et culturelles qui vous permettra de pratiquer à parler en français, de faire du réseautage avec des collègues et de repartir avec plein de bonnes idées pour votre pratique pédagogique. En savoir plus ici  Lancement de la PELF pour le programme francophone Qu’est-ce que la PELF?  La PELF est l’acronyme de Pédagogie à l’école de langue française. Il s’agit d’un concept de formation pédagogique conçu pour le contexte francophone minoritaire canadien. À qui s’adresse la PELF? La PELF est élaborée pour le personnel enseignant des écoles de langue française qui œuvre en contexte minoritaire francophone au Canada. Quel est son but? Elle vise à offrir au personnel enseignant une pédagogie conçue pour répondre aux besoins du milieu afin d’assurer le succès des élèves tant au niveau scolaire qu’identitaire. Qui a produit la PELF? Les ministères de l’Éducation des provinces et territoires où le français est la langue de la minorité ont mandaté la Fédération canadienne des enseignantes et des enseignants (FCE) de définir une pédagogie propre au contexte minoritaire et de développer un concept de formation pour permettre au personnel enseignant de s’approprier cette pédagogie.  Le projet a été conçu grâce à la collaboration de membres du personnel enseignant et de personnes engagées dans la recherche en éducation en contexte francophone minoritaire. Quels outils retrouve-t-on dans la PELF? La PELF offre avant tout des comment-faire et des comment-être en contexte francophone minoritaire. Des capsules vidéos tournées en classe dans les quatre coins du pays offrent du modelage quant à une multitude de situations rencontrées à l’école de langue française. Par exemple, l’importance de l’identité linguistique et culturelle, la qualité de la langue, les familles exogames, l’autonomie, les accents, la langue et les médias sociaux, les droits linguistiques, la prise en charge personnelle et collective, les services en français dans la communauté, la place active des jeunes dans la communauté francophone, la diversité culturelle vue par les élèves, le potentiel de l’intergénérationnel, les référents culturels francophones et bien d’autres thèmes sont abordés pour fournir au personnel enseignant des pistes fructueuses d’intervention. Quels sont les fondements de la PELF? La PELF a été élaborée avec un souci constant d’intégration de la théorie existante et de la pratique en classe. Le cadre conceptuel de la PELF est constitué de deux conditions essentielles, les Relations interpersonnelles saines (climat agréable, respect d’autrui, accueil de la diversité des points de vue et des parcours linguistiques et culturels) et le Partage de l’influence (chacun a sa place et son mot à dire dans les décisions face à l’apprentissage). Animations en francais au Musée de Vancouver Vous trouverez ci-joint la brochure 2014-2015 en version PDF relative aux ateliers pédagogiques que le Musée de Vancouver offre en français. Le musée propose aussi des activités (visites en parcours libres et visites introductives guidées sur demande), avec des feuilles de parcours de visite en français.  La Tournée du cinéma québécois en Colombie-Britannique Convaincu de la nécessité de sensibiliser tôt les jeunes au cinéma francophone et de favoriser la rencontre du public avec les artisans d’ici, Québec Cinéma organise depuis plus de dix ans des activités de sensibilisation au cinéma québécois dans les écoles primaires, secondaires, les collèges et les universités, tant à Montréal que sur l’ensemble du territoire québécois et à travers le Canada. Les dates de leur venue en Colombie-Britannique ne sont pas arrêtées, elles devraient être dans les premières semaines de février 2015.    Villes visitées: Vancouver, Nanaimo, Victoria.  Pourquoi participer ?   Travailler les matières au programme en utilisant l’univers créatif du cinéma Développer les capacités d’analyse et le sens critique des élèves Favoriser la découverte, la rencontre et échanger avec des artisans du cinéma québécois Valoriser la culture francophone en présentant aux jeunes des modèles de réussite Pour quels cours ?   Français en programme francophone ou en classe d’immersion Domaine des arts / Arts et lettres Domaine de l'univers social / Sciences humaines Domaine du développement personnel / Philosophie Toutes activités parascolaires Plus d'information ici  Ressources pédagogiques Banque du Canada: Trousse de prévention de la fraude, Ressource pédagogique niveau secondaire:   La Trousse de prévention de la fraude, offerte par la Banque du Canada en partenariat avec des enseignants et la Gendarmerie royale du Canada, est un programme pédagogique de niveau secondaire facile à utiliser. Il se prête parfaitement aux cours d'éducation à la citoyenneté, de préparation de carrière, d'études commerciales et d'initiation à la vie professionnelle.  Vous aimeriez utiliser la trousse cette année mais vous n'en possédez pas d'exemplaire? Vous pouvez désormais la télécharger à partir du site  Web de la Banque. « Vis au MAX »  Ce programme de perfectionnement est axé exclusivement sur le réussite, la formation du caractère et la croissance personnelle. Vous verrez rapidement des changements dans l’attitude, l’intérêt et la confiance en soi des étudiants. La description complète du programme est sur le site internet. Pour commander ou écouter un extrait: www.monpotentiel.ca (Scolaire) ACELF: Échanges francophones de l’ACELF : voyage-échange ou cyber-échange avec la francophonie canadienne Deux formules sont offertes : Voyage-échange   Les élèves admissibles sont âgés de 11 à 14 ans. La date limite pour soumettre une candidature est le 31 octobre 2014. Cyber-échange (NOUVEAU!)  Jumelage en ligne entre groupes francophones du Canada. Utilisation des ressources pédagogiques et technologiques en français de l’École en réseau (ÉER). Sans limite d’âge ni de niveau scolaire. Plus d'informations: ici  Grand Trophée Galala Galala est un concours de Jeunes Talents, une tournée pancanadienne. Dans 10 Villes-Vedettes, de Kelowna à Caraquet, des jeunes de 5 à 15 ans bravent le trac pour l'amour du spectacle... et de la compétition ! Les finalistes des 10 premières émissions parcourent le Tapis Rouge en finale à Hawkesbury en Ontario, au Grand Gala de Galala. Qui gagnera le fameux Grand Trophée Galala ?   Galala c'est aussi un Correspondant Local qui t'invite à découvrir les meilleurs coins de chaque Ville-Vedette et qui rencontre ses Jeunes Talents sur le Tapis Rouge.  Vous pouvez vous inscrire avant le 2 novembre 2014 sur www.galala.ca  Invitation de CILS-FM Victoria CILS-FM donne à tour de rôle, une tribune pour parler de vos projets, votre mission, vos activités, vos bénévoles et tout  autre sujet qui vous tien à coeur et que votre organisation voudra bien partager avec la population francophone de la Colombie-Britannique.     Pour fins de planification seulement et en présumant que l'émission sera diffusée les lundis, réservez le lundi de la semaine qui vous convient.  Si vous souhaitez faire 3 réservations au cours de l`année 2014 – 2015, veuillez noter vos choix en les numérotant en priorité par les chiffres 1, 2 ou 3.     Cette façon de procéder nous permettra plus de latitude pour accommoder tout le monde   Voici un lien pour ajouter vos propres réservations dans le calendrier CILS-FM.  Une deuxième inscription ne peut être insérée dans le calendrier si le choix dune date est déjà réservée ; une fois qu`un organisme a choisi un lundi, il ne peut être modifié.  Voici donc le lien pour céduler votre temps d`antenne :  http://teamup.com/ks936d36fd1c61336b  Hâtez-vous afin d'avoir les choix de dates que vous souhaitez pour parler de vos projets !   Les émissions commencent début octobre 2014 pour se terminer le 30 juin 2015.     Si vous avez des questions ou des commentaires veuillez en faire part à Dianne Blouin par courriel au :  diannecilsfm@gmail.com. Veuillez retourner le calendrier avec l'insciption du sujet sous la date que vous aurez choisi.   CILS est écouté à la radio au 107,9FM dans le grand Victoria et rejoint quelque 4000 auditeurs de cette façon (sondage Léger & Léger, 2011). De plus, on est écoutés sur l'internet dans au moins 42 localités en C.-B. et 80 pays au monde (données de Netromedia, notre fournisseur de Livestreaming).     Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=29563&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > April 2013 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 25, Number 6, April 2013   BCTF proposals for provincial election platforms Improve equity and value diversity in education  Principle: A fundamental role of public education is to ensure that all children, regardless of ethnicity, gender, or special need, have the support they need to develop as individuals and as active citizens. Issues: Implement a poverty reduction plan that improves conditions for children and families. Ensure all children, regardless of ethnicity, gender, or special need, have the support they need, including policies, programs, and specialist professionals. Improve success of Aboriginal students by supporting Aboriginal educator employment equity programs in every school district; incorporating Aboriginal content and perspectives across the curriculum from K–12; and supporting and extending existing Aboriginal education programs. Implement a provincial strategy to ensure all school districts proactively address racism and homophobia in all schools; and, ensure that there are sufficient resources available to provide in-service and other supports for successful implementation of such a strategy. Reject privatization because it creates inequality and weakens public education (examples: bring your own device; credit from private school courses; school rankings). Support student learning by improving class size and class composition, and improved learning specialist teacher ratios and caseloads  Principle: The best educational outcomes for all of our children are achieved when they have access to the individual attention that engages and supports them. Issues:  Recognize the increasing diversity and challenges in our classrooms that requires smaller classes to meet the needs of all students, including those with special needs. Provide support to meet special needs through increased learning specialist support teachers and in-service opportunities. Define provincial minimum supports for students with special needs and target funding to ensure the resources are focused on these students. Provide learning assistance teachers for students who require limited additional support to be successful. Improve preparation time for all teachers to reflect the increased demands in our diverse classrooms. Provide information and communications technology and appropriate support, including teacher-librarians, to assist students develop information literacy. Increase investment in public education  Principle: Public education is an investment that ensures the current and future social, cultural, and economic health of the society and improved equity and success for students. Issues: Restore funding for K–12 education to at least the average percentage of the GDP spent on education in Canada as a whole. Adopt taxation policies that allow for an increased investment in public education and other public services. Respectfully engage with teachers through their organization on all curriculum, assessment, and other education policies  Principle: Maintaining and building on the success of an internationally-recognized public education system requires that government engage respectfully with the profession through their organization. Issues: Review and revise the “BC Education Plan” so that it provides clear education policies and is consistent with the goals of education as expressed in the Charter for Public Education and the Principles of Learning (learning requires the active participation of the student; people learn in a variety of ways and at different rates; learning is both an individual and a group process). Develop short- and long-term curriculum implementation plans for education change, including the “BC Education Plan”, and provide adequate resources, including funding, time, and provision for in-service. Engage the profession in decision-making through their organization—the BCTF—as the representative voice at provincial and local levels. Discontinue the Foundation Skills Assessment (FSA) and develop with the BCTF an authentic assessment system for student learning and school improvement. Consult with the BCTF in an examination of the Teacher Regulation Branch. Reconsider the development of a replacement, province-wide, centralized Student Information System.  )
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=31025,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2013   Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 26, Number 2, October 2013     Classified advertising  TRAVEL/VACATION  SOUTH OF FRANCE villa in lively, lovely market town of Limoux. 4 bdrms. 2 bath. Sleeps 8. All mod cons. Near lake and river swimming and historic Carcassonne. Great rates. Deep discounts for long-term, off-season. www.southoffrancerental.com  FRANCE Ultimate vacations, privately owned, beautiful furn. 1 bdrm. central Paris. Wkly/mthly. 604-738-1876, 604-879-4936, irene.roland@gmail.com www.ultimateparis.com  MAUI, KIHEI Privately owned, fully furn. 2 bdrm, 2 bath condo, across from Kamaole Beaches. Great complex, Great location. 250-598-6955. FRANCE Alsace and Vosges Mountains, 3 bdrm. heritage house on wine route, furnished, modern kitchen, 45 min. from Germany, 35 min. from Switzerland. C$550/wk., mano936@gmail.com  ENGLAND The Cotswolds, cottage suitable for two people. Gorgeous, country walks and history at your doorstep. Email: lynette@coulter.plus.com  PUERTO VALLARTA Bright, clean, quiet, 1 bdrm., 2 blks from beach, downtown, $350/wk., $895/mo. (May-Oct.), $1,395/mo. (Nov.–April). 604-608-4268, dbemc@hotmail.com  GULF ISLANDS Deluxe waterfront cottage, 1 bd./sleeps 4, winter and summer rates, call Alma 250-629-3008, www.ainsliepointcottage.com  FRANCE Alsace wineroute near Strasbourg, large 2 bdrm. apartment. Balcony overlooking river, beamed ceilings, much charm. Contact morrow.gr@gmail.com  GREECE charming, 1 bdrm. apartment on Mediterranean Sea. Fully equipped, including air conditioning. Contact morrow.gr@gmail.com  BAJA San Jose Del Cabo Mexico: Privately owned, fully furnished 1 bdrm. condo on the Punta Sur Golf Course (6th tee) Ocean view. Wkly/mtly. 604-626-8523, eleanoreelton@gmail.com or VRBO #461431 for pics. PUERTO VALLARTA 2 bdrm. condo rental, bfoog13@hotmail.com  MAUI Great S Kihei location, 1 bdrm. with ocean view, across from great beachs. For more information 209-599-5248 or www.maui342.com   WHISTLER Townhouse, sleeps 6, fully equip. 604-925-7669 or Gary 604-669-7212. WATERFRONT CONDO Birch Bay, WA. 2 bdrm., 2 bath, for week or weekend rentals. Complex has indoor pool, hot tub, games room. $150/night or $900/wk (plus $50 cln. fee) birchbayrentals.com or call Teresa 604-831-4080. TRAVEL Let the Adventure Travel Company help you plan your dream vacation. Flights, insurance, accommodation, packages, tailored or group trips—we do it all! 604-659-2887 vancouver@atcadventure.com   MAUI beautifully renovated 2 bdrm, 2 bath loft in great Kihei location, close to all amenities and steps to the beach. For more info: www.vrbo.com/3491485ha or gonetomaui@telus.net  FOR RENT/EXCHANGE  VANCOUVER Clean, bright, quiet, centrally located condos at Robson & Bute, 1 bdrm. weekly/monthly rates. 604-608-4268, dbemc@hotmail.com  VANCOUVER ISLAND HOUSE $1,000/mo. Beautiful ocean view, level entry, on a quiet acreage in the country. 2 bdrms both with large closets. Fridge, stove. Storage room, washer, dryer in basement. Ample parking for boat or RV. Close to beaches and boat launch. In "Sunny Saltair," Ladysmith. Teacher landlord looking for teacher, retired or not, to enjoy the place! Contact saltairsound@gmail.com   VANCOUVER Beautifully furnished, 1 bdrm. West End apartment for rent. $99/night. bboudreau817@gmail.com  COQUITLAM. Brand new condo, Grand Central in Coquitlam. Beautiful modern interior, granite counter tops, stainless steel appliances, in-suite washer & dryer. secured parking & storage are included in $1250/mo. Contact himiyamani@shaw.ca  MISCELLANEOUS  SCHOOL TATOOS temporary tattoos printed with your school’s art. 1000 Tattoos $129, Free Graphic Service and Free Tattoo Proof. Website: www.schooltattoos.ca, E-mail: info@schooltattoos.ca or call (613) 567-2636. VOICE LESSONS White Rock area. Ivy Charyna, SD#36 Music and Drama teacher. ivycharyna@gmail.com 604-817-7174. TEACHERS’ TUTORING SERVICE is looking for qualified high school teachers for one-to-one in-home tutoring in all areas of Metro Vancouver. Teachers must be BC Ministry of Education certified. For more information and to apply online, visit our "Join Our Service" page at www.tutor.bc.ca. TTS is a non-profit society. VARIETY–THE CHILDREN’S CHARITY Working with children is your passion. Leaving a legacy to Variety in your Will for BC’s kids is your gift of a lifetime. There are estate planning benefits too. Contact Peter Chipman or Paul Spelliscy for information. Toll free 310-KIDS (5437) or 604-320-0505 or e-mail peter.chipman@variety.bc.ca  PSYCHOLOGICAL ASSISTANCE. Drs. Peter Williamson and Robert Wilson, registered psychologists, are seeking referrals from professionals who are experiencing personal or work-related distress. We specialize in relationship problems, depression and anxiety and have a long history of working with educators. For details on our backgrounds, please visit www.rfwilsonpsychologist.com, or www.couples911.org, or referrals can be made directly by calling 604-341-3741 (Dr. Williamson) or 604-831-7792 (Dr. Wilson). LOVE HORNBY? Prefer sharing costs? 1/3 ownership opportunity in a lovely 3 bdrm. house, 1 1/2 blk. from Galleon Beach with two teachers as partners. Only $129,000. Contact Coast Realty Hornby, 1-888-335-1720. TILING & PAINTING. Want to get the job done right? Call Vito. Glass and slate specialist. Indoor, outdoor painting. Serving the Vancouver area since 1996. Call 604-831-4013 or www.tile-rific.ca PENSION QUESTIONS? Ask Arnie – now retired and available for expert, personal, one-to-one consultation including pension estimates, options, bridge, CPP/OAS, and pension splitting. Reasonable rates. Call Arnie Lambert at 604-354-5624 or e-mail arnielambert@shaw.ca    Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media last tweet "" @ - 12:00am Follow @ last post "" facebook/ - Jan 1st Like Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=8232&printPage=true,BCTF News Releases  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2006 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE August 30, 2006 BCTF helps parents prepare for the first day of school This is an exciting time of year for the province's children as they return to the classroom, or prepare to attend school for the first time. To make either experience a positive one, the BC Teachers' Federation (BCTF) offers a list of suggestions to ensure the transition from summer to school is beneficial for students. "This time of year can be both exciting and apprehensive for our students," says BCTF President Jinny Sims. "We want it to be positive for students and their families. Teachers are looking ahead to the new school year and want their students to share their enthusiasm." The BCTF recommends parents ease the first day jitters by talking to their children about what to expect, both socially and academically. It also encourages parents to get their children into new routines a few days before the opening of school. Sims also encourages open communication between teachers and parents. "We know students do well in school when parents are supportive of their children's education. It's a very important link and teachers want to foster that throughout the school year." The BCTF also urges parents to use the start of the school year to establish healthy eating habits, by making sure their children eat a balanced breakfast, and by packing healthy snacks to consume while at school. Whether parents have a youngster who is attending school for the first time, or they have a teenager who is returning to high school, Sims says "parents can rest assured that their children will continue to receive a quality public education from our teachers. These committed professionals have a passion for what they do, and they are looking forward to focussing on their love of teaching." Sims says BC teachers will also continue to advocate for their students' learning conditions. The BCTF web site (bctf.ca) has numerous tips, hints, and suggestions on how parents can prepare their children for school. - 30 - For more information, contact Yvonne Eamor, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell).)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=27118,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 7, May/June 2012   Opinion: New provincial language on job security  By Glenn Bullard   Next September, BCTF local unions will have to defend the interests of their members under new provincial language for posting and filling of positions, assignment and transfer, layoff and recall, and evaluation and dismissal—all matters bearing on the job security of teachers. To see what the BC Public School Employers’ Association has proposed on these matters, visit their website (www.bcpsea.bc.ca) and follow the links: Teachers/ Teacher Collective Bargaining/ Proposals and Costing—BCTF and BCPSEA/February 1, 2012 Revised Package (47 pages). At the core of the BCPSEA’s proposals is the insistence throughout that all employment decisions are based on four factors: employee experience, performance, qualifications, and “suitability to the position and school as determined by the principal or designate.” Three of these factors—experience, qualifications, and suitability —are not defined in the BCPSEA proposals, which leaves their interpretation entirely up to the employer, while the fourth, performance, would be determined by a “performance review program” with a list of criteria, but no defined, measurable standards for those criteria, no defined process for evaluation, and no provision for independent verification of the results. The BCPSEA’s proposals are so ill conceived and lopsided, so completely lacking in even rudimentary safeguards, that they would open the door province-wide to all manner of favouritism, nepotism, scheming, prejudice, personal revenge, and petty corruption. Their proposals for job security spell disaster, for teachers and administrators alike. Any union that cannot defend the job security of its members will quickly become completely irrelevant to them. It is no exaggeration to say that these threats to teachers’ job security pose an existential—life or death—threat to the BCTF, unless they are met with planning and determination. How could this disaster come about?  Under Bill 22, the BCTF and the BCPSEA must “bargain collectively in good faith and must make every reasonable effort to conclude a new collective agreement.” To this end, the minister of education has appointed a so-called mediator “to assist the parties in settling the terms and conditions of a new collective agreement.” If the parties fail to reach a voluntary agreement, the mediator will make non-binding recommendations to the minister for an imposed contract. The mediator’s recommendations must enable “effective feedback and evaluation of teachers to promote improvement…alignment of professional development with teaching needs, and…scheduling and selection of teachers suited to student needs.” The mediator must make these recommendations not later than the end of June, and the minister has made it clear that there will be a new contract for teachers—voluntary or imposed—by the end of August. This means that—with or without our input, with or without our signatures—there will be a new contract governing all BC teachers by the beginning of September. What can the BCTF do to achieve a decent contract for its members?  Between now and the end of June, the BCTF can propose and bargain new provincial language for teacher job security (and many other matters). The BCTF will have to address the BCPSEA’s proposals and devise appropriate amendments or alternate language. The BCTF will have to bargain provisions that sound reasonable to the mediator, the minister, and the public, and which are worth defending for teachers in September. What kind of leverage will the BCTF have in these negotiations?  The Liberal government cannot budge on their self-imposed “net-zero mandate” for costs, without reopening contracts they have already signed with other public sector unions, thereby giving ammunition to their political rivals on the right, a resurgent Conservative Party. They will not undermine the BCPSEA’s position on the so-called “split of issues” between provincial and local bargaining. Provincial bargaining has been the very goal and purpose of the BCPSEA since an NDP government in 1995 created it and the current Liberal government concurs. However, the minister of education has no interest in micro-managing the labour relations of school districts. He does not care which teacher is hired for which position, or which teacher is laid off or recalled, and he does not care how teachers are evaluated. All of that messy stuff is the business of school districts. The Liberal government has its own problems, thank you. However, the minister of education and the Liberal government do have an interest in appearing to be competent managers of public education, able to avert major strikes that greatly inconvenience parents—who vote! In brief, Bill 22 will not be repealed, but that will not hinder the BCTF from securing provincial language that protects the job security of its members. Here’s why: Today, Bill 22 imposes a “cooling-off period” that makes all strike action subject to automatic, punitive fines, but only until the end of August. If we have not achieved a voluntary agreement by the end of June, we will have the summer to make our case to the minister of education, while he mulls over the mediator’s recommendations. Here’s the case: In September, the BCTF will be able to threaten strike action under the usual rules of the Labour Code, and could count on its members to deliver a massive, positive vote for a strike, legal or illegal, in defense of teacher job security. Ask yourself, would George Abbott risk a province-wide shutdown of the public school system over teacher job security? He has made it clear that his bottom line is “net-zero” and provincial language. He might want more, but is he prepared to pay the political cost? By next September, the BCTF can bargain provincial language that guarantees job security rights for all teachers—objective standards for qualifications and experience, respect for seniority, and reasonable criteria, standards, and process for evaluation. But we will achieve this only if we make it clear to the government that teacher job security is an existential issue for the BCTF, and that we intend to live. Between now and September, we have a goal of enormous importance to achieve for our members, and they will expect us to make every effort to succeed.  Glenn Bullard, vice-president, New Westminster Teachers’ Union   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11374,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2001 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 14, Number 1, September 2001 Ten new BCTF lesson aids 1.  The Editing Book   Shirley M. Campbell, 183 p., ©2000. Coil-bound handbook provides simple, straight-forward information on writing forcefully, organizing and writing different types of essays and reports, analyzing poems and stories, recognizing and correcting sentence errors, and applying appropriate usage and punctuation. It contains models of good writing and an answer key to exercises that support the text. Grades 8-12. LA 1002—$27.95 2. A Culture of Peace, A Teaching Unit on Alternatives to War and Violent Conflict   Patrick Clarke, 57 p. ©2000. Co-Development Canada Association. Written to help students develop an understanding of the causes and consequences of violent conflict and war, understand the concepts of conflict and peaceful conflict resolution, and understand the potential for "a culture of peace," and be able to apply conflict resolution concepts to situations where violent conflict is present or possible. The unit is presented in four parts—Why War? The Reality of War, Alternatives to War and Conflict, and Building a Culture to Peace. Includes teacher information sheets and student handouts. Suitable for: Social Studies 11 and History 12 in conjunction with focus on 20th century conflicts; Social Studies 9 with study on war and revolution; English as a part of a thematic study on war and conflict; and as a library resource for independent projects on war and conflict. Secondary. LA 2040—$18.95 3. Us and Them: Canadian identity and Race Relations   Tabata Productions Inc., 45-min. videocassette. This award-winning documentary features the views of nine Canadian high school students as they discuss topics concerning Canadian youth. These young people come from a variety of socio-economic backgrounds and cultures—Quebecois, anglophone European, First Nations, Asian, and West Indian. Using passionate examples and personal experience, they explore important issues such as national unity, the spectre of Quebec separation, multiculturalism, First Nations self-government, our relationship with the United States, globalization, and what lies ahead for the 21st century. Their revealing comments emphasize the great strengths of Canada, as well as those issues to face that have been ignored by earlier generations of Canadians. The video brings vital topics for Canadian society into the classroom in a way that is both engaging and thought-provoking and comes with a teacher’s guide written by Patrick Clarke specifically developed with application to Social Studies IRPs for Grades 8–11. Secondary. LA 2057—$39.95  4. Violence, (Bullying) What’s That?   Produced by Learning Through Drama, 23 p. ©2000. This unit looks at violence and bullying through the eyes of counsellors-in-training. This process drama is planned in three sections with role plays and activities, and includes a script for the teacher’s initial convenience and guidance. Prescribed learning outcomes for drama, visual arts, language arts and personal planning. Grades 4–12. LA 2332—$12 5.  How Music Came to the World and Other Stories   Produced by Vancouver Society of Storytelling, 3 CDs and 47p. guide, ©2000.This 3 CD set features 12 stories about musical instruments from around the world, enhanced with photographs, text, and video clips. This ground-breaking resource is a collaboration of world music artists and storytellers. Elementary and Secondary. LA 2575 —$22 6. Thinking Skills—Grades 1–2   Evan-Moor Educational Publishers, 88 p., ©2000. Nourish your Grade 1 & 2 students’ thinking with challenges—questions to be answered, solutions to be found, and discoveries to be made. The 44 lessons in critical thinking presented here are each comprised of, a chart that poses a problem or question, notes to the teacher with suggestions and an answer key, and a reproducible student page to be used with that chart or as follow-up practice. The variety of activities in this book will strengthen students’ thinking skills and enhance learning. The charts and student pages help students to think critically, think logically, think creatively, and solve problems Clear charts and graphs are highlighted by cute, comical illustrations throughout this book. All 88 pages are perforated for easy removal. (Note that the book is published in the USA and contains some US-based standards). Grades 1–2. LA 8455—$19.95 7.  Canada and the World Map Book 3   Apple Press. 48 p. ©2001. This is the third in a series of activity books designed to develop map skills. This book introduces Grades 4–5 readers to the special language of maps. Topics include landforms and water bodies on a map, interpreting a map legend, map boundaries, reading a map grid, latitude and longitude, and using map scale to solve a problem. Grades 4–5. LA 9307–$15.95 8.  British Columbia—Land and People   Apple Press. 40 p. ©2000. Topics in this activity book include a cross-section of British Columbia, the Cordillera, climate, the Fraser River system, preserving a temperate rainforest, and natural resources. Other topics include Aboriginal place names, a traditional winter lodge, the Cariboo gold rush, fruit growing, copper mining, Pacific Rim National Park, the provincial capital city and emblems of British Columbia Maps are also included to develop skills such as comparing a street map to an air photo, interpreting map symbols and using a map grid. Grades 4–6. LA 9308—$14.95 9.  The Grade 1 Classroom and Multifaceted Intelligence   Maureen Millar Turney. 32 p. ©2000. This unit outlines practical applications of multiple intelligences theories in the primary classroom. Twelve identified intelligences are outlined. Included is an overview of a system for mixing and matching intelligences on a regular basis and how to prepare a teaching program and classroom so that none of the 12 intelligences are ignored. Grade 1. LA 9904—$5 10.  The Master Teacher   by Dan Lukiv. ©2001. This collection of published articles on survival for the modern teacher have been published in a variety of international education magazines. Fourteen chapters include a variety of subject topics such as sunglasses and evaluation, Lukiv’s principles of instruction, motivation from a humanistic point of view, the curriculum god, the master teacher, you have learned to think, and burnout. LA 9966—$6.50 For a complete listing of over 900 BCTF Lesson Aids, consult the catalogue in your school library or the Lesson Aids online catalogue, www.bctf.ca/LessonAids To order any of the above lesson aids, enclose a cheque payable to the BCTF or authorized purchase order to BCTF Lesson Aids Service, 100-550 West 6th Avenue, Vancouver, BC V5Z 4P2. GST and postage/handling are included in the prices. Orders are sent by return mail. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/opportunities/TeacherAwards.aspx?id=5460&printPage=true,Opportunites for BCTF Members > Teacher Awards  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Opportunities for Members > Teacher Awards, Grants, Scholarships G.A. Fergusson Memorial Award   Description: The award may be made annually, at the Annual General Meeting, to the BCTF member (or ex-member who is no longer eligible for membership), or to a member-association, who (or which) has made, in the judgment of the trustees, an outstanding contribution to education. Nature: A framed certificate of recognition. Criteria: The major criteria for receipt of the award is "an outstanding contribution to public education." Exemplary service to colleagues through activism in the BC Teachers' Federation is a major avenue for making such an outstanding contribution. Nomination: Nominations should consist of a summary of the basis for the nomination as per the criteria not to exceed three pages in length and to be accompanied by no more than three supporting letters. Nominations must be received by the executive director at the BCTF office no later than February 20 of each year. Selection Process: If a candidate is unsuccessful the first time she/he is nominated, the nomination will be considered again for the next two successive years. A selection committee of five trustees of the G.A. Fergusson Memorial Award, shall name the recipient of the annual award and report to the president. The award will be presented at the BCTF's Annual General Meeting. Deadline Date: Nominations must be received by the executive director at the BCTF office no later than February 20 of each year. Nominations may be sent to the BCTF, c/o Executive Director, 100-550 West 6th Avenue, Vancouver, BC V5Z 4P2.)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=31636,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2014 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 26, Number 4, Jan./Feb. 2014   Bargaining: Prep time matters Providing instruction to students is only part of a teacher’s work  by Richard Hoover   Teachers need preparation time during the instructional day to prepare and create lessons and resources, attend to marking and record keeping, consult and collaborate with other staff, undertake school committee work, communicate with parents, make arrangements for events and field trips, set up displays inside and outside the classroom, and much more. Teachers also spend many hours before and after school, in the evenings and on weekends attending meetings and completing other work that can’t be done during the school day. With very little support, if any, teachers must attend to a multitude of tasks, from photocopying and filing to developing assessment tools, preparing report cards, and setting up and maintaining inviting, interesting classrooms. Every year, more and more tasks fall to teachers. There is increased paperwork and more forms to fill out, additional reporting requirements, and more responsibilities regarding the development and implementation of IEPs and attending to students with special needs. Despite this increase in workload, preparation time for many BC teachers has been frozen for decades. Some collective agreements in other provinces specify preparation time and some specify limits on instructional time. The accompanying table, based on BCTF Research and Canadian Teachers’ Federation data, gives a sampling of preparation time and instructional time provisions for teachers in several provinces across Canada. Often different jurisdictions, even within a province, have different provisions for preparation time. There are often different provisions for instructional time and preparation time for elementary and secondary teachers. As you can see, elementary teachers in BC have some of the lowest amounts of preparation time of any teachers in Canada. Our proposal at the bargaining table is to increase preparation time for elementary teachers so that it is consistent with what is made available to teachers in other provinces. For secondary teachers, whose preparation time is closer to the national average, our proposal is to address issues around semestered schools. For more information about preparation time and bargaining visit: bctf.ca, sign in to the BCTF Member Portal, and look for the ìA Fair Deal for Teachers/Better Support for Kidsî banner.   Richard Hoover is Director of BCTF Field Services Division.  Canadian teacher prep-time comparisons   Elementary  Secondary  British Columbia (Vancouver) 90 min/wk. 193 min/wk. Saskatchewan (Saskatoon) 285 min/wk. 285 min/wk. Manitoba (Brandon) 240 min/6-day cycle 390 min/6-day cycle Ontario (Ottawa) 240 min/5-day cycle (Toronto) 375 min non-teaching time/wk. New Brunswick 175 min/wk. 175 min/wk. Nova Scotia (Halifax) 30 min/day 30 min/day Alberta (Edmonton) max. 1,430 min/wk. instructional time max. 1,430 min/wk. instructional time Quebec 240 min/wk. non-instructional time 420 min/wk. non-instructional time   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20170418,bctf.ca,http://bctf.ca/history/collections/CartoonCollection.aspx?coll=2010s&image=1,BCTF Online Museum > Cartoons collection  Welcome Rooms Collections Resources Search Menu Collections  >  Cartoons  >  2010s Collection 2010s Cartoons Collection Item 1 of 22 Grahame Arnould has fun with the parent who depends on the school system to look after the needs of their kids. August 2011 Item 2 of 22 Harrop again draws on the limited job action, imagining a student willing to step in for the teachers. October 2011. Item 3 of 22 Harrop combines a number of issues of the day. Christy Clark played at a number of jobs as part of publicity in the runup to an election. The potential for a teacher strike was very much in the news. September 2011. Item 4 of 22 Harrop recounts items included in the limited job action adopted by the BCTF in the 2011 negotiations. September 2011. Item 5 of 22 The strike ends and students get back to work. September 2014. Item 6 of 22 Arnould is commenting on the 2015 appeal court ruling that overturned the BCTF win in its legal case against the provincial government for using legislation to eliminate limits on class size in 2002.  The classroom is overfull because the class size limits were still not restored; BCTF president Jim Iker reacts outside the door. Item 7 of 22 George Abbott put on a friendly face when he appeared at the BCTF annual meeting soon after being appointed Minister of Education.  He walked out of the meeting and made an implicit threat that a strike would lead to back to work legislation. Item 8 of 22 Grahame Arnould comments on Premier Christy Clark’s persistent provoking of teachers. February 2014. Item 9 of 22 Grahame Arnould comments on the impact of the ongoing conflict between teachers and the provincial government. May 2014. Item 10 of 22 Grahame Arnould shows the Minister of Education, Peter Fassbender, draining the education system of resources. May 2014. Item 11 of 22 Grahame Arnould refers to a news item about the traffic gridlock in Vancouver being the worst in the country—the cartoon appeared in the middle of a five-week strike and shows Peter Fassbender, Minister of Education, and Jim Iker, BCTF president. June 2014. Item 12 of 22 Grahame Arnould comments on the strike that resumed in September 2014. Fassbender was the Minister of Education and Iker the president of the BCTF. September 2014. Item 13 of 22 Harrop plays on Vancouver's annual fireworks festival to remind of the ongoing strike, which began in June 2014 and continued in September. July 2014. Item 14 of 22 Grahame Arnould compares the record return of sockeye salmon in the fall of 2014 with the teacher strike that kept schools closed for another three weeks. September 2014. Item 15 of 22 Grahame Arnould shows Premier Christy Clark finally prepared to have government reach an agreement with the BCTF to end the strike, after the intervention of mediator Vince Ready. September 2014. Item 16 of 22 Item 17 of 22 Item 18 of 22 Item 19 of 22 Item 20 of 22 The HST (Harmonized Sales Tax) was the monster that finally defeated Gordon Campbell as Premier. He had said during the election campaign that he would not adopt the HST, but then did adopt it. The crowd outside the castle were the hoards who passed an initiative to reject the HST, led by a mix of left and right, including former premier Bill Vanderzalm. The BCTF opposed the HST. Item 21 of 22 HST wars—Darth Campbell v the forces of Zalm. An obvious use of the Star Wars meme. A BCTF banner is shown in the crowd watching the duel. The HST essentially gave a tax break to business to be covered as a cost to consumers. This took place in 2011. Item 22 of 22 Premier Christy Clark is prodding BCTF President Jim Iker during the confrontations between the BCTF and government over education funding and collective bargaining. During 2014 the BCTF was on strike for five weeks before finally reaching a collective agreement. © 201617 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy.)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2013/03/why-educators-should-resist-educational.html?showComment0751363794851956,Staffroom Confidential: Why educators should resist educational technology Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Saturday, March 9, 2013 Why educators should resist educational technology I sat down earlier this week to write a blog post and I had a catchy title in mind: "iPads in the Classroom: Deja vu all over again". I had just read an article tweeted to me by my friend Tobey Steeves that appeared in the Atlantic in the mid-1990's. The article is called "The Computer Delusion" and I would recommend it (http://www.theatlantic.com/past/docs/issues/97jul/computer.htm). It begins with a short history lesson on past technological advances meant to revolutionize teaching, learning and schools, like television. And how these did nothing of the sort. And I thought, yes, just like the current crop of fad technologies: Smartboards, iPads, MOOCs. My partner had just laughingly told me about how the first out of date and now useless Smartboard showed up in his school's staffroom - the general repository of ed tech junk. But the more I think about it, the less I think it is the same all over again. It is very true that since schooling and technology there has been technology in schools. Some technology is very helpful. Some does genuinely change the way we teach and learn, a little bit. And lots gets left in the dust bins of staff rooms for a whole variety of reasons well articulated in The Computer Delusion. However, just like everything else in society lately, what is different now is not the perpetual change and the perpetual adoption of change before there is evidence to support the change. What is different is the pace of change. Things are happening so fast no-one has time to even reflect on what went wrong. In Education Week an article on educational technology happily examined "adaptive content". "What if, for example, we designed MOOCs (massive online courses) that, when illustrating a principle during a lecture, could use examples which were designed for the student's context? After all, most online communities already require members to fill in their age, location, etc. Or, if we had webcams that would interpret student's emotions and speed up / slow down a lecture/provide more illustrations/segue to an activity as needed. This technology, in fact, is already used by marketing companies to score consumer's reactions to their products online by reading their facial expressions via webcam, instead of written/multiple-choice feedback." I don't know about you, but that creeps me out on a lot of different levels. Learning as social activity? No.  Learning to broaden your horizens? No. Learning without privacy intrusions? No. But from one point of view, why not, if that is the fastest and cheapest way to make human beings learn and fast and cheap are the criteria? About five years ago I was teaching Information Technology and one of the classes I taught was game design. A researcher from the local university came to study my class, interested in how "gamification" related to learning. I didn't think all that much of it at the time, but am starting to see that educational technology is no longer just about tools to enhance learning, but rather the insertion of some of the most disturbing aspects of marketing into the previously (somewhat) protected world of schools and childhood. Joel Bakan has written an excellent book called "Childhood under siege". In it he examines some of the ways that marketers have used their techniques to sell toys, create addictive games, and market pharmaceuticals to children. It is disturbing. Those same trends are evident in the pitch to change teaching and learning with technology. One of the words that really bothers me right now is "engagement". It is so trendy. You can't have a conversation or read an article about education without encountering it. But what does it really mean? Learning is hard. And learning hard things is harder. Learning also is often uncomfortable. And sometimes it is boring. Anyone who has learned to play the violin knows that it takes at least 10,000 hours of often repetitive practice that sounds bad. There is no shortcut. You can play with others, play pieces you like, and perform. These all make it more fun. And you hopefully learn along the way that the practice is worth it. And this is what motivates you to practice more. What the educational technology companies are pushing is "engaged" learning as a short cut. But it won't work. It won't engage. It won't teach better. First off, much of what passes for educational technology these days is really modified consumer electronics. iPads, iPhones...these are consumer devices, not educational tools. Apps and games are designed to addict, not engage. I find apps the most disturbing...the most simplistic human reaction - just touching it - gives you a reward and a little hit of dopamine. You keep playing. Or checking your email. Or your twitter feed. It is this very feature of apps that make them appealing to two year olds. Playing on an iPad is more fun than learning to walk. Why? It is easier. You learn less (if anything at all). That is why they have temper tantrums when you take the iPad away. Sherry Turkle, in her book "Alone Together", considers the touted advantage of "multitasking" with technology. "When psychologists study multitasking, they do not find a story of new efficiencies. Rather, multitaskers don't perform as well on any of the tasks they are attempting. But multitasking feels good because the body rewards it with neurochemicals that induce a multitasking "high". The high deceives multitaskers into thinking they are being especially productive. In search of the high, they want to do even more. In the years ahead, there will be a lot to sort out. We fell in love with what technology made easy. Our bodies colluded." App development and consumer electronics are not designed for optimal learning. They are designed for optimal addiction. Very, very clever marketing people put their minds to this. They use everything we know about human psychology. Online pets die for a reason, as Joel Bakan explains in his book. The reason is to cause fear and worry in the child who must return to the program to feed it. My daughter is 13 years old, and I look around and am thankful I didn't have to keep iPads away from her. How did this happen so fast? She's not even grown up, and already childhood is different, and not for the better. This year in our school District, Wifi will be available to every child in every high school. Why? I don't know. So they can watch youtube at lunch hour instead of hang out with their friends? Respond to their text messages? Check their Facebook? Is it *necessary* or even *beneficial* for learning? I've yet to hear a good reason. We didn't use to have think about the precautionary principle in education. The popular myth had it that the pendulum would always swing back the other way, protecting us from fads and political interference. But this myth is just that - a myth. For twenty years, from a computer in every classroom to massive online learning, technology companies have become more and more sophisticated at pushing their product. We need to resist before it is too late. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 2:13 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 12 comments: TobeyMarch 9, 2013 at 4:22 PM Hi Tara, I dunno if it's crossed your path, but you might appreciate some of the discussion in => The shallows: What the Internet is doing to our brains. Beyond this point, I think it's also meaningful to highlight that many of these tech-centric solutions are pushed /on/ teachers, not derived /from/ the needs of teachers. It's that same politics of authority I discuss in my thesis. Eerie how often it's applicable ... Regards, TobeyReplyDelete Tara EhrckeMarch 9, 2013 at 5:15 PM Yes, just finished reading it...also an excellent read.ReplyDelete Replies Concerned ParentsMarch 10, 2013 at 12:51 PM Hi Tara, thank you for bringing up this important issue which many teachers are reluctant to discuss. As parents we question both the cost and the pedagogical value of replacing teachers with iPads. Unfortunately, our concerns are routinely marginalized and silenced by the tidal wave of 21st Century Learning. While educational budgets are cut on many fronts, no one (including parents who are taxpayers and "stakeholders") is allowed to question the sacred plans of technological advancement in millions of dollars. No one is allowed to question the cost of purchasing $700/pc iPads, of thousands of wireless routers (along with licensing fees for apps and newer routers' automatic opt-in cloud computing contracts), the cost of energy powering these devices, especially WiFi routers which operate 24/7, the cost of replacements to feed corporations' planned obsolescence which will occur every few years for decades to come, and the cost of health which is incalculable. I'm not surprised Mr. Carr said that tech gadgets caused him "a chronic state of distraction". Apart from the the psychological urge to get immediate feedback through the devices and the internet, there is valid physiological reason, when WiFi is used, that leads to inattention, impaired memory, insomnia or other more severe adverse effects to the brain and the body. Please take a look at the two videos below which show the level of "cellular noise" created by wireless equipment. Humans are electromagnetic beings, that's why doctors are able to use EEG to measure brain waves and EKG for the heart. The natural frequency of the human body is about 7.83 Hz. Wirelessly plugging our bodies to WiFi frequencies of 2,400,000,000 and 5,000,000,000 Hz, 24/7, is unnatural and invasive. Please hear the Pulsed Microwave of WiFi and iPad Radiation captured on Videos: iPad WiFi Radiation with Wireless Router On http://youtu.be/snt2uaQd_Ps Radiation of iPad with WiFi ON but no Internet Connection http://youtu.be/ANH6PEyQSZY The European Parliament, the Council of Europe as well as many doctors' groups have been advocating, in recent years, the REDUCTION of electromagnetic radiation in our environment, especially for children, youth, pregnant women and babies. http://www.safeinschool.org/2013/02/medical-advisory-wifi-radiation-and.html In this letter, Dr. Martha Herbert, a Harvard Neurologist who specializes in Pediatric Neurology, explains her research and concern about wireless radiation damaging children's brain function. http://goo.gl/Okafv Will SMART kids really be smarter, or dumber? Delete Concerned ParentsMarch 15, 2013 at 12:37 AM FYI. Your article was mentioned in this post: New Industry-Affiliated Website Promotes WiFi in Schools. Denies Health Risks. http://www.safeinschool.org/2013/03/wifiinsscholsca-new-industry-affiliated.htmlDelete Reply AnonymousMarch 9, 2013 at 5:31 PM It is this influx of this marketing scheme and it's technology toys that will be the undoing of public education. Search blended learning and working conditions and you'll see it's touted a solution to teacher working conditions, the very opposite of what is best for education and learning, building relationships between students and teachers, engaging them personally. Soon this effort to 'reduce working conditions for teachers' will further reduce the number of teachers deemed necessary. With one teacher instructing the online course, only a supervisor is needed in the classroom, not necessarily a teacher. Soon why even bother with a teacher at all, just hire an 'expert,' and save money. The Founder of the Khan Academy suggests already that you don't need a teacher to learn and Districts are using these online tutorials all across the province and bringing in this company to provide in-service in school districts. He thinks your training as teachers is pointless, he doesn't have an education degree and he's teaching kids around the world. ReplyDelete AnonymousMarch 9, 2013 at 5:32 PM I recently watched part of the LA United Board meetings where industry, administrators and some teachers were pushing for the installation of Wi-Fi across their School District. I couldn't watch further after listening to one defend the need or WiFi because it was felt a miracle solution for those students with ADD. They simply sit down in front of a screen and are mesmerized, instantly 'engaged' in the 'learning,' or so we're told. Yet we know better, this isn't learning and it's certainly not personalized learning. Personalized Learning for every student is the absolute ideal and personally I believe strongly in this approach BUT it's impossible in this current climate of cuts, under-funding and push to put students in front of screens instead of what we know works, smaller, well resourced classes. With this well versed tech marketing scheme comes the well oiled terms suggesting that education reform requires new teachers well versed in new ways of learning implying that seasoned teachers are like dinosaurs unable to acquire the necessary attention and 'engagement of students if they don't use the new technology. Isn't one of the best predictors of student success the greater years experience a teacher has? There are many reasons to question WiFi in schools, from the decrease in interpersonal skills, to the dumbing down of society, to the lack of pre-planning skills kids now find a challenge given their instant lifestyle. The risks of WiFi are another that are affecting more and more students and teachers. There are many health risks beyond the 2B carcinogen reclassified in 2011 by the WHO but shouldn't hat be enough. Canada has one of the lowest safety standards in the world and yet we're not using the precautionary principle. Instead many are trusting industries promise that the levels meet Health Canada's dismal standards. Yet only late last month Health Canada's lead researcher admitted in court that safety code 6 doesn't account for non0thermal affects despite assuring parents and schools of this across the provinces. The court transcripts are now available from the Superior Court of Quebec for a fee and by mail. You can read more about it here: http://www.magdahavas.com/health-canada-admits-safety-code-6-guideline-for-microwave-radiation-is-based-only-on-thermal-effects/ ReplyDelete AnonymousMarch 9, 2013 at 5:33 PM Why, with so little evidence, if any benefit from WiFi and all it's toys is public education further pushing students and those working in the education community to seemingly blindly risk not only their educational outcomes but their health. Oh right, we want to dumb down society, their easier to manage. Yet why risk health? It'll only cost society in the end? Compared with tobacco, wireless technology is following the same path only it's risky 'smoke' is invisible. Already insurance companies aren't insuring technology corporations against health risks. Companies like Fortis BC are hiring Product Defense Companies (Exponent) to defend the wireless capacity of smart meters. Asbestos, Tobacco, Monsanto's and other corporations marketing risk hire these companies to create doubt in the consumer so they con continue to line their pockets not because they're safe for the population. Their mandate is to get the best bottom line for their clients, to keep the bank roll rolling or as long as they can, despite the risks. Los Angeles Teacher's Union Passes Resolution to Ensure Safety from Hazardous Electromagnetic Fields (EMF) in Schools including EMF Emissions from Wireless Technology - W.E.E.P. News - March 09, 2013: - http://weepnews.blogspot.ca/2013/03/los-angeles-teachers-resolution-masts.html “I move that UTLA will abide by current National NEA Policy for Environmentally Safe Schools which states that all employees and stakeholders should be informed when there are changes in their exposure to environmental hazards including electromagnetic radiation and that all stakeholders and the public should be notified of any actual and potential hazards. UTLA will advocate for technological solutions that maintain technology upgrades while not increasing employees exposure to electromagnetic radiation." The BC Education system needs effective technologies, as Dr. Stuart Shanker says "where necessary" and used safely with no risks to either teachers or those involved in education. ReplyDelete Patrick ChunMarch 16, 2013 at 12:16 PM Ms. Ehrcke, I couldn't agree with you more. As it stands now, technology in school is a distraction, especially when the motive of vendors is to push their wares from a profit point of view. True use of technology is not about iPads or smartboards. It has to start from the content side of things. WiFi in school could turn out to be a ticking time bomb. There is actually no "safe" threshold on the amount of electro-magnetic radiation. Any guideline is just an arbitrary number. Patrick Chun CEO, Greenwood Canada ESL educational software developer ReplyDelete Ann-MarieMarch 19, 2013 at 10:52 AM I can see both sides of this argument. It is definitely a topic that we need to address. One thought, and something that I have used in classrooms, is to recognize, with students, the increased use of technology but in the same breath, discuss the benefits of using technology only when it can meet our information needs - valuing the interpersonal discussions - and not 'buying into' how many apps and games entice us to become preoccupied with technology. I don't think anyone would argue that having information at our fingertips hasn't improved learning and that being able to access worldwide information and opinions doesn't increase our sense of global responsibility. Preparing our students to examine the role of technology in their lives is a discussion that all teachers and parents can have with their children. ReplyDelete Bryan JacksonMarch 19, 2013 at 11:02 AM Hi Tara, Without addressing the ongoing conversation of the safety of wireless technology, I wanted to offer some counterpoint to the idea that we should resist all forms of educational technology in our schools if we want to uphold our responsibility to the public trust. While I might share many of your concerns about marketing and commodification making their way into modern classrooms, resisting digital technology of all stripes would see schools ceding valuable territory in the struggle for modern democracy that is occurring more and more on the open web. The literacies that attend web communication - including elements of self-regulation / 'attention-literacy,' visual and design-related presentation and communication skills, as well as data ownership, privacy - are increasingly vital to an education system that hopes to prepare students to resist the more malignant elements of digital technology and retain their ability to seek out and create individual voice in society. Like prohibition left the booze business to organized crime, creating schools that ignore the web as a forum for democratic participation help enable the corporate takeover of what little remains of digital 'public space'. Your own blog, for example, which is the personification of this exercise in democratic voice, is hosted by Google; we do ourselves and our students a disservice by not seeking out experience in ensuring autonomy and agency over our own and our students' web footprints. Someone whose work I've found inspiring in his drive to maintain individual freedom and public trust on the open web is Dr. Gardner Cambell, who wrote the influential essay, "A Personal Cyberinfrastructure," in which he argues that students should be provided with an education where they learn how to become their own systems administrators: http://www.educause.edu/ero/article/personal-cyberinfrastructure Gardner's talk, "Teaching, Learning & the Digital Imagination," also might help frame the pursuit of the digital humanities as part of a developing liberal arts education: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BHOv_kSejBM I fully agree that there is a lot of corporate profiteering masquerading as educational necessity, and we need to be aware as educators of not only these perils, but the possibility which exists on the open web as well. Audrey Watters (@audreywatters) is someone who does an incredible service in keeping up with developments in K12 and higher education along these lines, and whose work I think you (and your readers) would appreciate. She blogs at: http://hackeducation.com/ I think our schools should provide many of the experiences you are calling for above, but also believe that the diversity of perspectives teaching professionals bring into the learning environment help shape the future healthily, empathetically, and democratically. As someone who feels as though I am fighting for the same sort of school system advocated here, I wanted to offer some of what underpins my belief that digital technology does have a place in our classrooms, and that this place doesn't necessarily denote a 'corporate takeover' of any sort. On the contrary, technology is in my classroom so that my students (whose lives are suffused in technology whether I limit its exposure or not) venture onto the web with their eyes open to both the peril, and the possibility of digital public space. Enjoy your spring break, Bryan -bryanjack.ca ReplyDelete Tara EhrckeMarch 20, 2013 at 8:54 AM Hi Bryan, I think the one point where we may disagree is that I see a *connection* between the profiteers and others that can be unhealthy if it is not recognized. Yes, there are many teachers who use IT in their classrooms for genuine, worthwhile reasons. I am one of them. But when teachers start to jump on the bandwagon (sometimes just because they are excited about what they are doing, but sometimes for the purpose of personal career advancement) they go from using tech for their own teaching to advocating tech. Thus the profiteers exploit teachers to assist in advocating for change that in the long run is not healthy for schools and children. When this happens with district administrators and Ministry officials and university professors, these people become "internal validators" - lending justification for the vacuous arguments of the tech companies. When I say "resist", I don't necessarily mean "ban" (although that certainly might make sense in some circumstances). I mean think critically about whether the introduction of a new technology should or should not be adopted. Who wants it and why? In other words, do not capitulate to the vapid arguments of "it is there, so we have to use it", "it is there, so it is coming anyway", "they use it in life, so we have to in school", "they will use it at work, so we have to in school". None of these are good arguments. When considering whether or not to adopt new technologies, we also have to look at the bigger picture, including what gets removed...because every time something new arrives, something else goes. So, it is perfectly sensible to consider the overall screen time of children and consider whether or not any more screen time should take place in school. Or to consider whether we want wireless turned on all day so that kids can use their devices during recess, when that very well might displace f2f and exercise. Or to consider the degree to which "collaboration" with technology replaces reading books, and the impact that has on learning and thinking (suggest here Proust & the Squid...and In the Shallows...very good introductions to the effect of technology on the reading brain, what is lost...). I don't disagree with teaching digital literacy (although perhaps for different reasons than you...I think the "democracy" of the internet is largely a myth, but I do think kids should understand how the machines around them work), but that is very different than infusing teaching with technology or using technology for teaching and learning other subject areas. Thanks for your thoughtful comments - Tara ReplyDelete Clint LalondeMarch 28, 2013 at 12:12 PM Hi Tara, First off, truce. If I need to hold out a white flag here then please consider this to be one :). As a parent, I truly appreciate there are people like you and Tobey who are taking a very critical look at the role of technology in our schools. I agree with much of what you write and speak about - corporate agendas, the desire for quick fixes, the motivations for why we need technology in our schools, distractions - these are all incredibly valuable and important conversations for educators and parents to have. Technology is a tool that can be used well and can be used poorly. I am a Neil Postman fan and agree with him when he speaks about technology not as an either/or, but a this and that. There are tradeoffs, concessions and difficult discussions to have. What do we keep and what do we replace? Does this change the way we do things? How? What part is good and what part is bad? I agree with Bryan here that this issue of what role technology plays in our classrooms is vitally important to creating digital citizens of the future who can operate in the world and act with agency and autonomy. Who can change & challenge (or at least have the skills to deal with) the very things about our world that we both want to see changed. There are a myriad of reasons to keep technology out of the classroom - all valid. But keeping it out only means we do not work to find solutions to those problems. We hid them. Worse, we don't help our kids find solutions to their problems. How can they be expected to deal with making correct choices about issues like information overload and critical media literacy if they are not engaging in real and authentic ways with these issues? I worry that we underestimate the internet and that we are not doing enough to teach our kids how to thoughtfully and deliberately engage with it. To take control of it. To even realize that they can take control of it. We are letting the technology agenda be written by the corporations, by the entertainment industry, by the publishing companies when we enact policies that pretend the internet doesn't exist and hides it away from our kids. We are not preparing our kids to carry on the kinds of fights and deeply critical analysis we both want. We are not teaching them that the internet is THEIRS and THEY own it and THEY can control it. In a world where our kids are not taught how to take control and use the internet as a learning tool, Perez Hilton wins. And that frightens me a helluva lot more than wifi. With respect, Clint LalondeReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ▼  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ▼  March (2) Why educators should resist educational technology... Will School Board budget woes lead to more inequit... ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/01/twitter-tale-consultation-minister.html,Staffroom Confidential: Twitter tale - Consultation, Minister Abbott style Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Friday, January 20, 2012 Twitter tale - Consultation, Minister Abbott style There's been some online discussion about Minister Abbott's tweet up...seems he wasn't actually doing the typing...although he was apparently in the room and directing the typist. Here are a few comments after the news was leaked: @vanislandrwRandy White @_Cuddlefish_  @jsteffenhagen @georgeabbottbc Funny how George Abbots wouldn't even twitter with us over his  #bcedplan. Says alot about govt @HHGHeidi Hass Gable @vanislandrw Deliberate misinterpretation of the situation? How does  @georgeabbottbcdictating mean he didn't participate?  #bcedplan And this one made me laugh: @MrReidWSS Jeremy Reid Having someone tweet for you is like lip syncing at a live concert But perhaps more interesting than who was at the keyboard, is who Mr. Abbott (or whomever it was deciding) chose to respond to. A teacher friend of mine tallied the interactions with @georgeabbottbc and reported his findings: For the second time this year, the BC Minister of Education had a meeting today online using Twitter to discuss the New BC Education Plan. While it seems like a simple way to actually ask him questions it has, for the second time, proven itself to be an exercise in futility for teachers and more of a Public Relations exercise for the Minister. In the end, Minister Abbott spent an hour online, which seems like a lot but in reality, the conversation was exclusive as to people he actually had a dialogue with. Looking at the numbers, we see that he responded to 6 principals, 5 parents, one Assessment Workshop facilitator, 2 university professors, one community school advocate, 2 unknown people with no discernable background or information who signed up on Twitter today and tweeted (as cheerleaders) for the first time during the meeting, one private school teacher, 2 companies that support the BCED Plan, 3 distributed learning teachers, one learning assistance teacher, and one grade 3 teacher. This does not reflect the actual number of teachers who went online today to attempt to discuss the BCED Plan with the Minister. Several teachers did go on Twitter and did ask lots of good and relevant questions. There was a fair amount of dialogue among the teachers and some of the people I mentioned above, it just did not involve the Minister of Education for the most part. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 4:16 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 2 comments: KelownagurlJanuary 20, 2012 at 4:25 PM I participate in the twitter chat and was happy with his responses to me. I had several questions answered. 1. I now have a clearer understanding of what is meant by personalized learning - something similar to project based learning, which I already do in my classroom. Many people have implied that Personalized Learning = Distributed Learning but that is not necessarily the case. 2. Up until now, I did not understand what was meant by 'competencies' when Abbott refers to them on the Edplan website or on twitter, and I was concerned that it mean going back to mastery based learning with a focus on rigid skill levels to be met. When I asked him if that's what it meant, he responded "No, I'm referring to critical thinking, creative thinking + innovation, communication, social + emotional learning" However he did not respond when I told him that class size is an issue and that I struggle w/helping them all - the organizational structure of many children doing many things is a challenge. Nor did he respond to my question when I asked Why is it that we teachers only heard about the #bcedplan in the media? Why were we not involved in the grassroots planning? However, the biggest value I got out of the twitter chat was being able to discuss the issues with other teachers and administrators.ReplyDelete Starleigh GrassJanuary 20, 2012 at 11:49 PM Here's our convo: Me: How will #bcedplan integrate Indigenous knowledge and pedagogy into mainstream classrooms? Many teachers say they wish they know more about Aboriginal education. Will #bcedplan account for this knowledge gap in the teaching populat ____________________ Him: @starleigh_grass I share your view. We've got some gr8 new BC history in this area i.e. Dr John Lutz #bcedplan _____________________ Me: @georgeabbottbc So how, then will #bced plan address the lack of knowledge about Aboriginal education among the teaching force? ____________________ Him *Insert silence here* _____________________ An Indigenous teacher who just completed her Masters: @starleigh_grass ...who is Dr. John Lutz? ____________________ Post game analysis: 1) It's odd that he used gr8 instead of great when he still had 30 characters to work with. As an English teacher I now want to ask him what his opinion is on the importance of conventions and the use of MSN-speak in written work. 2) He didn't answer the question. 3) I'm sure Dr. Lutz does fine work, but it was a somewhat obscure reference. I think it's very white male to reference another white male when talking about the marginalization of Indigenous knowledge. 4) This conversation pretty much lived up to my expectations.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ▼  January (13) How to reduce income inequality BC Schools: A decade of choice, a decade of declin... What is fair and reasonable? Twitter tale - Consultation, Minister Abbott style... Alberta teachers in negotiations BCTF presents reduced set of proposals School boards discuss 'net zero' Will grouping by ability mean re-segregation? BC teachers describe workload issues at bargaining... BC public sector enters 2012 bargaining Superintendent of Greater Victoria received 10% wa... Should BC teachers get a salary increase? Myths & ... A year in review: waking the sleeping giant ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=10184,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 6, May/June 2003 "Union tank corps" invades Vancouver dailies by Nancy Knickerbocker When BCTF communications staff requested meetings with the editorial boards of Vancouver’s major dailies, we knew we’d be in for a battle of wits. But we never imagined we’d become the "union tank corps" in a war of words! Here’s how it happened: The Vancouver Sun The meeting room reserved for The Vancouver Sun editorial board has floor-to-ceiling windows onto a stunning vista: the sails of Canada Place and the North Shore mountains. The four of us from the BCTF decided to seat ourselves on three sides around the end of the table so as to avoid a them-and-us configuration during the meeting. Editorial pages editor Don Cayo bustled in and welcomed us with a smile and a handshake. "Oh," he said, noting our seating arrangement, "smart people usually sit on this side for the view." Obviously, we were off to a great start. Cayo, a former journalism instructor and staffer of the Atlantic Institute for Market Studies, sat beside Peter McKnight, a trained lawyer, now editorial writer. Assistant editorial pages editor Fazil Mihlar, formerly of the Fraser Institute, seated himself down the length of the table opposite BCTF President Neil Worboys. Education-beat reporter Janet Steffenhagen and editorial writer Charles Campbell, a former Georgia Straight editor, rounded out the Sun team. Worboys launched into our introduction about who we are and what we do at the BCTF. We thought that if the Sun’s editorialists knew more about the amazing work teachers do through the Federation, they might not be so mean-spirited in their analysis. We had brought a few choice clippings to discuss: • "Teachers unions should stick to education," an editorial that ran right before the annual general meeting in mid-March. It began by asserting that "it’s getting harder and harder to tell the difference between teachers and Teamsters left over from the era of Jimmy Hoffa," the corrupt union boss who was linked to the Mafia and murdered for his sins. • "Top marks for school vouchers," stated that one in five high school students fail to graduate and therefore parents should keep in mind this "20% defective rate our education industry produces." • "Teachers wear black to protest contract cuts," reported on the one-year anniversary of Bills 27 and 28, and the launch of "the so-called Caravan Against the Cuts, financed by the B.C. Teachers’ Federation." (One wonders what the real name was. One wonders how many teachers participated in the so-called Sun Run, financed by The Vancouver Sun.) Before we got ’round to discussing the editorials however, BCTF Vice-President Jinny Sims made reference to the BCTF as "a union of professionals." Don Cayo jumped right in with his belief that the two roles—unionist and professional—are fundamentally at odds. The BCTF would never have any credibility as a professional organization unless it abandoned the union function, he said. Furthermore, teachers are not professionals, because their payment is not tied to competence and performance. "Good teachers are grossly underpaid, and poor ones are overpaid," Cayo said. Then he leaned back in his chair, put his feet up on the boardroom table, and crossed his arms over his chest. For the rest of the meeting, we viewed the bottom of his brogues across the table. From a variety of clues, we concluded that McKnight, the rookie on the editorial team, was the author of the Hoffa reference in the unsigned editorial. None of his colleagues leapt to defend the position, and even Cayo looked persuaded that the statement was over the top. But McKnight wasn’t the only one who thinks teachers have no business taking positions on anything like the war on Iraq, the Romanow report, or the Kyoto accord. All of them, particularly Steffenhagen, seemed incredulous that the BCTF AGM had actually passed a motion endorsing the teaching of peace. They seemed unaware that their own union, the Communications, Energy and Paperworkers’ Union, has played a significant leadership role at the national level in support of the Kyoto Protocol. Told about the Federation’s many international projects in Africa and Latin America, they were skeptical about why we’d get involved in issues so far from our classrooms. The concept of social responsibility didn’t seem to factor into their questioning. After the official meeting was over, Campbell engaged in cordial conversation, and Mihlar confided that cutbacks are hitting every department of the paper. Fewer editorialists are carrying an increasing work load, which leaves little time for the in-depth research they’d like to do, he said. The Vancouver Province The foyer to The Province’s newsroom is done in hard-edged chrome and glass, perfect for B.C.’s tabloid with attitude. A gallery of front-page photos, back-lit for effect, surrounds an enormous reception desk. When we arrived in the middle of morning business hours, the desk was deserted. A sign directed visitors to call the newsroom for assistance. We did, and editorial pages editor Joey Thompson soon came striding out, apologizing that because of cutbacks the paper no longer has a receptionist on duty to greet visitors. Ushered into another boardroom with the same terrific view, this time we knew where to sit. Across the table were Thompson, editor-in-chief Vivian Sosnowski, columnist Jon Ferry, business writer Brian Lewis, and education-beat reporter Wendy McLellan. After introductions, Irene Lanzinger, BCTF second vice-president, asked about the editorial board’s processes and how they arrived at the paper’s position on any given issue. "Do you work by consensus, or how do you do it?" she asked. "Well, the [editorial] position has got to be consistent with the editor-in-chief’s opinion and the publisher’s view of the world," Thompson said, adding that anything that doesn’t agree stands little chance of being published. "We accept that some cuts and holding the line are absolutely essential. And I’m delighted, as a parent and as a writer, with any efforts to make the system more efficient." She said she sees no evidence of the impact of the cuts at her daughter’s school, Eric Hamber Secondary in Vancouver, but admitted she is paying a fair bit more in school fees these days. Thompson, Sosnowski, and Ferry all challenged the BCTF to come up with ways to cut costs in the education system. Worboys talked about the need to make cuts furthest from the classroom–bureaucracy at the board level, excessive spending at the ministry level on accountability measures, testing, and paperwork. Teachers see the widening gap between students’ needs and resources at hand to meet those needs, and so they spend hundreds of their own dollars every year on classroom supplies, he said. Thompson suggested that teacher absenteeism is costing the system millions of dollars, although she did not have any specific statistics to back that up. (She didn’t seem aware of the difference between the theoretical cost of every teachers drawing the maximum days allotted and the cost of actual usage.) She wanted to know about truancy on Pro-D days: what percentage of teachers participate, and whether attendance is taken. "One hundred percent, unless they’re sick," said Lanzinger. "And yes, teachers usually sign in." In terms of her own recent professional development as a physics teacher committed to inclusive schools, Lanzinger listed workshops on Aspergers’ syndrome and the theory of relativity—a particularly difficult part of the curriculum for many teens. The Province has lately promoted the four-day school week as a creative way to save money in a cash-strapped system. Asked what the paper’s editorial position would have been if the BCTF instead of school boards had proposed it, editorialists had to laugh and admit they would have opposed the idea strenuously! Ferry questioned teachers’ opposition to the Fraser Institute’s rankings of schools, which The Province publishes for free every year. The teachers pointed out that BCTF is far from alone in its dismissal of the exercise. Organizations representing principals and vice-principals, trustees, superintendents, and students have issued joint statements opposing the rankings. Even the minister of education dismisses them. Yet Sosnowski claimed that parents are clamouring for the information, and she kept asking whether we’d prefer our own children to go to Langara or to Harvard. Jon Ferry is one of the media’s most vociferous critics of public education in general and the BCTF in particular. He often makes statements that outrage teachers, such as a claim that "too many of our students never seem to be taught any history." To debunk his mistaken notion that there’s no rigour in the curriculum, we presented him with a copy of the History 12 exam and encouraged him to give it a try. He didn’t take us up on the offer to have it marked, though. Here’s how Ferry began his column in the next day’s paper: "Hardened by the vicious debate with local peaceniks over the Iraq war, I thought I’d be in great shape to exchange fire with the tough teachers’ union tank corps that invaded our newsroom yesterday. But I have to say the four B.C. Teachers’ Federation reps, led by commander-in-chief Neil Worboys, got in a couple of good strikes." Thank you, Jon! We had a good chuckle wearing homemade insignia, and a few colleagues tried to volunteer for the tank corps auxiliary. The headline on Ferry’s column read "Socialist agenda undercuts union’s credibility." But the headline on this report could easily be "Neo-liberal agenda undercuts newspapers’ credibility." Teachers often complain of the bias in print. Meeting in person taught us that most of the key opinion-makers at both The Sun and The Province are indeed of one mind with the Campbell government. They endorse the Liberals at election time, promote their ideology, excuse their mistakes, and slam their critics. It’s not news, but it is an important reminder that teachers and advocates must continue working hard to inform parents and the public of the real "daily miracle" that is public education in a democratic society. Nancy Knickerbocker is the BCTF’s communications officer. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12668&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 1999 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 12, Number 1, September 1999 Rehab expansion by Patti McLaughlin The Teacher Rehabilitation Program began as a five-local pilot in 1993. The program, which is a partnership between BCTF locals, school districts, and professional rehabilitation service providers, was designed to return teachers, disabled from teaching, to teaching as quickly as possible. Through early intervention, the program offers occupational and vocational rehabilitation support to disabled teachers, shortening their absences from work, and helping them achieve durable re-entries to their profession. Case studies reflect that the longer workers are absent from their positions, the less likely it is that they will ever return to that position. In fact, without intervention, the rehabilitation research suggests that after a six-month absence, there is only a 50% chance of the worker returning to work, 20% after a year’s absence, and a mere 10% after being absent from work for two years. Because of this, and the effect of an aging teacher population on sick-leave banks and the Salary Indemnity Fund, the Federation is committed to assisting teachers in their recovery from disability. BCTF research on the five-local pilot project reflected that for every dollar the BCTF spent on rehabilitation services for its teachers, there was a $3.50 return in terms of savings to the Salary Indemnity Fund. The program is designed for full or part-time teachers who, through illness, have missed 20 or more school days, or who have had their teaching assignment reduced as a result of illness, or who are using sick leave to manage the symptoms of their illnesses. Referrals to the program may be made through the school district office when a teacher’s 20-day absence leads to a temporary posting, through a local president, through BCTF Income Security claims officers if a teacher is on Short-Long Term Disability, or, through a self-referral. This September, the program expands to 16 new districts extending from central B.C., through the Okanagan and Fraser Valley, to Vancouver Island. There were several criteria for inclusion in the expansion. First, the Federation looked for locals with sound, trusting, working relationships with their boards—boards that took their duty to accommodate sick teachers seriously—and would work openly with locals to effect timely returns to work for those teachers. In addition, the Federation also sought to expand to districts in close proximity to the pilot districts, where rehabilitation services already existed. Those 16 locals were selected last winter, and then came the hard part of convincing these boards that participation in a BCTF program would benefit all parties. District visits took place during April to June, and for the most part, the boards were very enlightened, and appreciated the opportunity the BCTF was offering. During the past spring, after a lengthy screening process, the Federation hired four rehabilitation service providers to deliver rehabilitation services in these 21 districts. The new providers are: Advance Rehabilitation Management Services, D.C. Powers and Assoc., Occupational Rehabilitation Group of Canada, and Spectrum. And, several administrative functions attendant on the rehabilitation process, that were previously done outside the Federation, have now been brought in-house. Patrice Gower is the new case manager of the Teacher Rehabilitation Program. She will assess referrals, determine whether rehabilitation is appropriate and manage both the rehabilitation service providers and cost controls. Michelle Minor, the new referral co-ordinator, will process referrals, and make contact with disabled teachers to introduce the program. The success of the program will be built on the strength of the relationships forged in these new districts. Patti McLaughlin is an assistant director in the BCTF’s Income Security Department. Districts currently in the program: Abbotsford, Alberni, Campbell River, Central Okanagan, Chilliwack, Delta, Greater Victoria, Howe Sound, Langley, Maple Ridge, Mission, North Okanagan-Shuswap, North Vancouver, Okanagan-Skaha, Prince George, Quesnel, Revelstoke, Sannich, Sooke, Surrey, and Vernon.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Touring a natural gas drilling rig with @MLA Mike Bernier, and Brian from EnCana http://t.co/AifdJ4H07b" @Teresa_Wat - 06:01pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12690&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 1999 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 12, Number 2, October 1999 Challenging the new global order by Lili Johnston-Okuyama With the World Trade Organization (WTO) ministerial meetings taking place just south of the border in Seattle this fall, and the new millennium just around the corner, it is time that we think critically about the myth of globalization. If we examine this myth and expose its plot, we will see the truth behind it: No one benefits from globalization except the members of the wealthy, corporate elite. These benefits only temporarily quench the insatiable thirst of the small, powerful, wealthy minority. With the emergence of agreements and organizations such as the GATT, FTA, NAFTA, OECD, APEC, the MAI, and the WTO, corporate interests are becoming of far greater importance than the interests of citizens. Perhaps even more frightening is that the word citizen itself is being metamorphosed into the word consumer as people are seen more and more as commodities—commodities that exist simply to buy products made by multinational corporations and do not have to be informed about world issues or events that directly affect them. According to Murray Dobbin, a local writer and activist, “Free trade agreements are essentially about destroying democracy...the biggest cost to corporations anywhere is democracy.” Democracy lets people have a say. It allows individuals to address concerns about human rights, labour, the environment, culture, and health—realistically, all things that are seen as “barriers” to maximizing corporate profit. If a system of corporate rule were to replace our “democratic” system, democracy would have to be dissolved. This is what globalization is slowly trying to do. And this is why corporate-driven trade is not a healthy thing—because it sees citizens not as individuals with democratic rights, but as obstacles to progress and profit. However, on the brighter side, there are people who reject the mighty myth and will not stand by passively as other people’s eyes become clouded by it. A growing intergenerational movement is challenging the neo-liberal paradigm. Concerned citizens, economists, union members, educators, and people young and old share a common vision: to educate, engage, and empower people to challenge globalization and its unsustainable and undemocratic agenda. In November 1998, a coalition of educated and active young citizens organized a conference on globalization for 150 young people from across the northwest. The success of the conference highlighted a need for a permanent organization to educate youth on global issues. This is how “Check Your Head: the Youth Global Education Network” evolved. Check Your Head, an organization created by youth for youth, educates young people about issues of social justice and globalization and helps them understand their role in the global community. For the 1999–2000 school year, Check Your Head has workshops to be toured to high schools, colleges, universities, and youth events throughout the province. The workshops focus on youth and globalization, the WTO, and genetic engineering of foods, and they address global economics, free trade, corporate rule, and sustainability. Each workshop also focusses on empowerment, whereby participants and facilitators discuss alternatives and action youth can take in their everyday lives to become ethical and engaged citizens. The workshops are a component of a larger campaign called Y-MAP, the Youth Millennium Action Project, which involves the province-wide workshop tour as well as education campaigns on various global issues, a citizen training camp, a national youth conference, and much more. The purpose of this article is not to say that trade is wrong; indeed, trade has coexisted peacefully with democracy, freedom, and sovereignty for centuries. It is not trade itself but the way in which trade is carried out that is dangerous. When trade lowers or eliminates environmental and human rights standards, creates a class-based private education system, turns citizens into consumers, or exchanges democratically elected governments with trade organizations and CEOs, people must stand up and challenge the myth of globalization and act to expose it as a fraud. The things mentioned above are being discussed and decided upon as you read these words. The time to act is now if we want to oppose this new global order. We can still save our democratic society and its cornerstones—freedom, peace, equality, and education—from a profit-driven, corporate society and its cornerstones—deregulation, homogenization, inequality, and ignorance. Lili Johnston-Okuyama is a writer, educator, and social activist working with Check Your Head: the Youth Global Education Network. To obtain information or to book a workshop, contact Kevin Millsip (604) 685-6631.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11462&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 19, Number 5, March 2007 The accountability scheme Penalizing poor children The most recent statistics (2004) state that one in four BC children live in poverty, equal to 23.5% or 196,000 children. BC’s rate of child poverty is still the highest in Canada and well above the 17.7% average for the country. This is almost the same number of children as the population of Burnaby or the combined populations of Nanaimo, Kelowna, and Williams Lake. We have no reason to believe that the latest statistics are different. Poor children are twice as likely to be judged "poor students" by their teachers and twice as likely to drop out. Poor children are also more likely to be hyperactive, suffer from emotional disorders, exhibit disorderly conduct, get into trouble with the law, be in the care of child welfare services, engage in riskier behavior, and be unemployed as adults. This affects us daily in our classrooms. Many of our students are coming to school with little or no food and then are expected to learn. We can only imagine how difficult this can be. How does the accountability scheme and standardized testing, such as the FSAs and other district-driven wide-scale assessments, affect the students we have in our classrooms that are living in poverty? Alfie Kohn has extensively discussed the affects of these assessments on children and how standardized assessments are a remarkably accurate methods for gauging the size of the houses near the school where the tests were administered. He states that ignorance is the most charitable explanation for why charts are published that rank schools by these scores, such as the Fraser Institute’s yearly publication. How does such a measurement ineffectively evaluate the learning experience? An excellent example of this is Roosevelt Park Elementary School in Prince Rupert, which has a high poverty rate and is consistently ranked as the lowest academic school in BC, yet has numerous examples of quality programs as reported by a recent CBC television program. While standardized testing negatively impacts many educational environments, the impact on children living in poverty is more severe than it is on many other students. Across the province, school districts are under intense pressure to show better test results. This has a direct impact on classroom teachers as they are now asked to be part of the accountability contracts and have to participate in the accountability scheme whether they agree with what is happening or not. The pressure on teachers and students is increasing every year and when you have students in poverty in your classroom it is likely that they will not score as well as other students, therefore making it difficult to meet the demands of the contracts. We need to remember that we teach children and they should be first on our priority list, not the accountability scheme. Children living in poverty learn differently than other children. Ruby Payne, a leading antipoverty author and activist, identifies three primary areas affected by poverty where students tend to learn differently. These are writing skills, planning and predicting, and organizational skills. These are all important areas when looking at standardized testing and results. We can’t expect these children to do well on these assessments without first looking at how they learn and where their deficits may lie. Then we can provide alternative assessments to better gauge their understanding. The FSA tests do not accurately assess the learning ability of students living in poverty. The results of the FSA tests simply sort out the most vulnerable students who will more likely be judged as failures based on the test results. The BC School Trustees Association states on their web site that: "...in modern democracies, public education is the great equalizer. It is the means by which people of diverse languages, cultures, and socio-economic circumstances come together as a society. In Canada, our commitment to public education—open and available to all—is a key element in shaping the way our society has evolved and will continue to evolve." This is contrary to what is happening in BC schools with the accountability scheme and privatization. Our students living in poverty are at a definite disadvantage and the education system is not a great equalizer for them. The accountability scheme can inaccurately identify problems for students living in poverty. The current solutions offered to this problem are initiatives such as e-learning and an increase in private education choices. Private education is out of reach for these students. E-learning has poor success rates because of inappropriate pedagogy. Therefore, this option further impedes student success and exacerbates the poverty issue. Alfie Kohn says, "...teachers should do what is necessary to prepare students for the tests—and then get back to the real learning. Never forget the difference between these two objectives. Be clear about it in your own mind, and whenever possible, help others to understand the distinction." Until there are great improvements toward the elimination of child poverty in Canada, the current test-driven system will continue to further disadvantage some of our neediest students. We need to advocate for strategies to eliminate poverty and stop the accountability scheme, so all students can get back to learning and teachers can get back to teaching. "Making students accountable for test scores works well on a bumper sticker and it allows many politicians to look good by saying that they will not tolerate failure. But it represents a hollow promise. Far from improving education, high-stakes testing marks a major retreat from fairness, from accuracy, from quality, and from equity." Senator Paul Wellstone (1944-2002) – BCTF AntiPoverty Action Group)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11474&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 19, Number 5, March 2007 Looking back 70 years ago Tucked away quietly on page seven of the new Junior High School course of studies are the following words, which may easily be missed by the harassed teacher bent on gulping the other 600 odd pages: "The provision of study periods should reduce greatly the amount of homework required of pupils. Written exercises and the solution of mathematical problems should not be exacted as homework. Work done out of school should represent joyous and creative activity." Some students need to be kept from doing excessive homework, and thereby ruining their already somewhat feeble health. – March 1937, The BC Teacher 50 years ago Staff meetings, the mention of which usually brings a frown to the brows of most teachers, can be made much more pleasant and interesting to all if certain steps are taken in a constructive, co-operative, and friendly manner. The principal proposed what we, the staff, thought a highly progressive idea. He suggested that the staff representative include in his duties that of being chairman at all staff meetings. The staff representative, as chairman, is in an excellent position to build up and maintain among the staff an enthusiastic and personal interest in their local association, which is the backbone of the Federation. – March 1957, The BC Teacher 30 years ago Within two hours of my call to the school board, I found myself facing 20 Grade 11 and 12 Graphic Communications students. Everything went well until one of the students asked me to explain how to make rubber stamps and my only possible answer was, "I wish I knew; let’s look at the manual." I left the manual with the student and a few days later he was explaining the process of rubber stamp-making to the other students. This was the beginning of student produced learning activity packages. – March–April 1977, The BC Teacher 10 years ago A preschooler surprises her family by expressing fear and hostility toward "black people" after seeing Roots on TV. A frightening scene of a slave’s whipping has caused her to conclude that the character must be a very bad person to be so severely punished, a belief supported by his dark skin and pain-contorted face, which appear to her to be both evil and scary. Like a darkening mirror, television violence extinguishes the hope that lights childhood, reflecting what is dark within ourselves and our society. – March 1997, Teacher Chris Bocking, Keating Elementary School, Saanich)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8060&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 7, May/June 2005 Respect for diversity, environment, community, self, and others by Verena Foxx Respect is... an attitude of caring about people and treating them with dignity. treating others in a courteous, considerate, and polite manner. valuing yourself and others. This spring, an entire Vancouver elementary school community, as well as students from the neighbouring Gladstone Secondary School, and from the University of B.C.’s TREK community outreach program, worked together on an intense social-responsibility quilting project that focussed on respect. In May 2004, the staff of Beaconsfield Elementary School made a decision to develop a school- and community-wide social-responsibility activity with the focus on respect. In September 2004, the planning with UBC TREK students started, and during the week of February 14, 2005, the entire school, including many parent and family volunteers, the school principal, and student support workers merged, on the massive quilting undertaking. January 2005 was declared "Month of Respect" to help students learn about the theme. Activities included a Respect Announcement of the Day, read by a student over the school’s PA system. Think of someone who is respectful, and talk about why that person would be a good friend. Watch a half-hour TV show. Who was respectful or disrespectful and why? Daily journal writings on the theme, as well as many other literacy, music, art, and personal-planning activities, went on in classrooms all month. Teachers learned the craft of quilting and displayed their various levels of work to help students feel confident about showing their work later. At the beginning of February, students were formed into 17 groups of 18 to 20, with all teachers and support teachers in charge of class groups in every free corner of the school. Five themes were developed: Respect for Diversity, for the Environment, for the Self, for Others, and for the Community. The Parent Advisory Committee took care of collecting fabric donations and finding sewing machines for the week. All the 40 volunteers, plus about 40 school staff members collaborated on a potluck lunch on each quilting day. "The parents were amazing; they really got involved in the project," remarked teacher Anna Amenta."We couldn’t have done it without them or without the UBC TREK and Gladstone students." In preparation for the event, Grade 7 students made name tags, ironed fabrics, and made posters. "It was a strong leadership role for them, and they really liked it," said Grade 7 teacher Bridget Browning. The quilt-making kickoff took place at a school-wide assembly, after which the students met in their various groups and worked at designing, drawing, cutting, sewing, gluing, and assembling one large quilt per group. "It was really good for students with academic difficulties," emphasized student support worker Joy Wong. "Because of the low adult-student ratio (thanks to many volunteers) students were well supported if they were struggling." "Students had free artistic reign and were able to really express themselves," remarked teacher Kristina Wilting. "They weren’t afraid to try something different, and working in small classes really made a difference." "It was an awesome experience. There were no behaviour problems during the entire project," emphasized Jennifer Billingsley, a Grade 3/4 teacher who led one of the family groupings. "Our students really understood the concept well by the time we started on the quilts. The month of pre-teaching was very useful," added Lynda Ikeda, Grade 1/2 teacher. When the quilts were all completed, the school met in another assembly with everyone clapping for the projects. "It was very emotional; the quilts are so expressive and filled with such wonderful ideas," concluded primary teacher Cheryl Joe. The respect quilts are now permanently on display in Beaconsfield Elementary School’s hallways, stairwells, library, and gym. "It was an awesome project," concluded ESL teacher Brenda Webster. "If anyone wants to try it, we’ve got lots of little scraps that we would be happy to donate." Verena Foxx is communications officer, Vancouver Elementary School Teachers’ Association.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/BCTF-research.aspx?id=19486,bctf>Assessment in schools: Fit for purpose? September 18, 2009  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development BCTF-Research Archives 2012-13 2011-12  2010-11  2009-10  2008-09  Home > Publications > BCTF Research > BCTF-Research List > 2009-10 Archives  Assessment in schools: Fit for purpose? The 32-page report, “Assessment in schools: Fit for purpose? A commentary by the Teaching and Learning Research Programme,” recently published in England, is accessible on-line at http://www.tlrp.org/pub/documents/assessment.pdf. This report, authored by members of the Assessment Reform Group, is a strong challenge to the over-use and mis-use of large-scale standardized tests. It outlines three widely-held ‘misunderstandings’ about assessment: - That test scores can be completely accurate (with claims that 30% of English students were placed on wrong levels in the Year 2000 national curriculum tests) - That short tests can validly capture multi-faceted areas such as writing - That tests drive up standards in learning, confusing the indicator with actual learning. Teachers, the report argues, if pressured to raise test scores, might teach to the test, and thereby drive up such scores, but, as one of the report’s authors, Professor Mary James, stated in a Times Educational Supplement article (August 21, 2009): “If a school takes actions designed to improve its performance, such as drilling to earn marks at the expense of teaching for deep understanding, the consequences for students are often against their long-term educational interests.” The Assessment Reform Group proposes four challenges to policy-makers: 1. Do more to support and promote teachers’ in-class assessments which support student learning--assessment for learning. 2. Increase confidence in tests and exams by issuing the equivalent of ‘health warnings’ to identify what inferences can (and cannot) be drawn from the data. 3. Analyze and justify the costs of the current assessment system--identified as approximately $1,330 million per year in England. 4. Get the political micro-managers out of the assessment processes because there are major questions as to whether they are qualified to make such decisions. This is a lucid, interesting, and well-researched report, reflecting a growing academic critique of badly-thought-out large-scale assessments. It provides a strong case for strengthening assessment for learning rather than assessment linked to system accountability, and almost every part of the Assessment Reform Group’s argument could be applied to the use and mis-use of BC’s Foundation Skills Assessment (FSAs). Submitted by Charlie Naylor, BCTF Research, cnaylor@bctf.ca September 18, 2009 This item will be saved on the BCTF’s website in a list archive, at http://www.bctf.ca/publications/BCTF-research.aspx.   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/parents.aspx?id=72,BCTF > Hot topics  	For parents  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents Advocating for Public Education  Home & School Communication  Hot Topics  Learning Conditions  Presentations for Parents  Reading  Safety at School  Special Education  Supporting Your Child's Learning  For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > For Parents > Hot Topics Hot Topics Public education is a hot topic in the news in British Columbia today. We know that parents are concerned about their children's learning and the state of the public schools. These topics will help you keep up-to-date and informed. Class size and composition BC teachers are working hard to meet the needs of all students in the face of large classes and not enough support for students with special needs. They have a plan to build better schools for BC. Foundation Skills Assessment/standardized testing Teacher Communications to Parents about the FSAs  Several legal decisions have supported the rights and responsibilities of teachers to directly communicate with parents about important educational issues. Procedures have been agreed upon between teachers and their employers for sending approved information on the FSAs to parents, so that they can make fully informed choices. Read more... BCTF Brochure/Handouts FSA withdrawal letter: English | French   Testing? You bet – brochure    What Parents Need to Know - FSA flyer: English | French   Withdraw your child from the FSA newspaper ad: Chinese | English | Punjabi   The FSA tests do not help students learn or teachers teach  What Parents Need to Know - Provincial exams in Grade 10-12 flyer   What Parents Need to Know - School and district-wide testing flyer  Video for use in presentations to parents, trustees, public: The FSA. Failing Our Students (Jan 2009) You may be interested in reading what Paul Shaker, former SFU dean of education, has to say about standardized testing in an interview published in the Georgia Straight. The Assessment, evaluation, and reporting home page provides information about the Foundation Skills Assessment and standardized testing. Letter from Vancouver School Board explaining how parents may request to have children excused from the FSA.  Many parents in the United States have become so concerned about standardized testing that they have formed an organization called Fairtest, which supports parents in learning about these high stakes tests in the U.S. and in becoming advocates for the nature of their child's learning. Curriculum review The Ministry of Education is in the midst of redesigning a new curriculum. Classroom teachers make up the majority of the provincial curriculum development teams that began the curriculum review in April 2013. They are joined by administrative and independent school representatives. There continues to be ongoing concerns about the lack of provincial planning and support for the implementation of new or revised curricula. The ministry downloaded this responsibility to boards many years ago with targeted funds for this purpose. There are no longer targeted funds and districts have serious budget constraints. Public education is a community, not a commodity We are witnessing a concerted effort by corporations, such as Pearson plc, to gain access to students in our schools. This is happening at a time when schools are struggling with funding shortfalls. Teachers in BC have concerns about the implications of allowing private interests to control public education. Public Education is not for sale. Accountability Teachers are also very concerned about the impact of the excessive focus on testing, data collection, measuring and ranking. The brochure "Talking about teaching and learning" may help to begin a discussion of these issues. School closures More and more communities are facing school closures. Since 2002, more than 200 public schools have been closed in the province. The heart of communities is under threat. School calendars Many school districts are looking at cost-saving strategies, like school calendar changes, to deal with funding cuts. Become informed about the effect of such changes. About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20140925,www.bcpsea.bc.ca,http://www.bcpsea.bc.ca/bc-teachers/teacher-collective-bargaining/bargaining-archive-2006/Teachers-wont-say-no-to-cash.aspx,Teachers won't say no to cash  Teachers won't say no to cash Vancouver Province, June 4, 2006, Page A-10 By Michael Smyth If there's one union in this province you can count on to choose confrontation over common sense at nearly every turn, the B.C. Teachers' Federation has got to take the prize. The contract imposed on the teachers last fall, triggering their two-week-long illegal strike, expires at the end of this month. And wouldn't you know it? Even though every other public-sector union in the province has signed a long-term agreement containing generous raises and bonuses, the teachers' union is talking about going on strike yet again! They're nothing if not predictable. But today, I'm making a new prediction: This time, they'll come to their senses. There's no way the BCTF will shut the school system down again. Not when there's a $3,700-per-teacher signing bonus on the table and an eight-per-cent wage hike the employer has hinted will be sweetened. No union is so stubborn and militant to turn down a deal like that. Um, right? I mean, they're not that loopy, are they? Judge for yourself: The BCTF is seeking a 24-per-cent wage increase over three years, plus massive improvements to their benefits and working conditions -- including increased preparation time. The B.C. Public School Employers' Association -- which bargains with the union on behalf of the government -- estimates the total cost of the demands at $3 billion over three years. That's a total compensation increase of just over 50 per cent. The teachers' union says it deserves a huge pay and benefits hike because of the terrible shortage of teachers. Taxpayers have to cough up the big bucks to keep the teachers we have, you see. What's that? You say you didn't know there was a shortage of teachers? That's because there isn't one. The employer blew that argument out of the water with a simple statistical analysis. (Think about it: Steadily falling student enrollment doesn't create a teacher shortage. It creates just the opposite.) The employer has rejected the union's demands (gee, what a shock), so now the teachers have drawn up a strike blueprint. The "action plan," leaked to an anti-union Internet site, calls for a teacher "study session" on Sept. 5, followed by rotating strikes a week later and a full-scale walkout after that. The union has scheduled a strike vote for this Wednesday and Thursday. Have you noticed how the BCTF is leaking like a sieve these days? It's not often that a union's strike plans get plastered all over the Internet before the vote has even happened. But it seems there's a lot of discontent in the ranks these days. When I wrote a recent series of columns exposing the exorbitant salaries and perks of BCTF administrators, I was swamped with calls and e-mails from teachers angry at their own union. That's why I'm sure the two sides will sign and ratify a historic contract this month. The bottom line: Money talks. That $3,700-per-teacher signing bonus goes bye-bye at the end of the month. The union will take the money. But we'll have to endure a lot of empty threats and posturing before they do. Copyright Vancouver Province, 2006 Back to Media Reports Teachers Overview Teacher Collective Bargaining Teacher Bargaining Bulletins Bargaining Archive 2006 Bargaining Archive 2011 Collective Agreements Collective Agreement Administration Bulletins Workplace Safety Benefits Buying Group Media Facebook Twitter LinkedIn YouTube RSS Feeds Teachers Teachers Support Staff Exempt Staff Publications Learn and Connect Resources About Us Home Members Login Contact Us Sitemap Contact BCPSEA Address: 400-1333 West Broadway, Vancouver BC V6H 4C1 T: 604.730.0739 F: 604.730.0787 EMAIL: contact.us@bcpsea.bc.ca © 2014 BC Public School Employers' Association. Cancellation and Refund Policy | Privacy Policy | Terms and Conditions Vancouver Web Design  by Graphically Speaking)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9940&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 4, March 2003 Fair funding for B.C. schools before it’s too late by Nancy Knickerbocker Despite the many distressing similarities between the education policies of the Harris Tories in Ontario and the B.C. Liberals, it’s not inevitable that British Columbia kids will have to suffer through seven years of strife in their schools, according to Ontario education activist Annie Kidder. "It’s not too late to change course, but what is vital is that you learn from the mistakes that were made in Ontario," said Kidder. She was speaking to about 300 teachers, students, parents, support workers, and trustees at a provincial conference on education funding and the impact of the B.C. Liberals’ cuts. Co-sponsored by the B.C. Teachers’ Federation, CUPE, and the B.C. Federation of Labour, the conference included representatives from every school district in B.C. The mother of two, Kidder heads People for Education, an advocacy group that began as an offshoot of the Home and School Association at her children’s school and has grown to include 8,000 members throughout Ontario. Because "hard facts are the best ammunition you’ve got in this fight," People for Education tracked many aspects of the cuts at the classroom level. "Access to quality public education is the birthright of every child," said Kidder. "The most worrisome effect of the cuts is the growing gap between have and have-not schools, and the new funding formula has made it worse." She said there has been a 68% increase in schools reporting fundraising for basic supplies and while some schools in wealthy neighbourhoods can raise up to $200,000 a year, others can barely raise a dime. Schools in the top 10% in terms of fundraising generated as much as the bottom 75%. Kidder quoted the renowned educator Ursula Franklin, who challenged People for Education activists with this question: "What do you do after you’ve taken a dim view?" Franklin encouraged them not to indulge in "awfulizing." "You’ve got to advocate for something, not just talk about how horrid things are," Kidder said. She encouraged teachers to defend public education without getting defensive in the face of legitimate critique. "Our government attacked the teachers relentlessly, and it undermined education, so teachers’ impulse was to defend the system at all costs. But we all know there are things that need to improve," she said. Kidder noted that while our education ministries set standards for student achievement and standards for curriculum, there are no standards for the level and kind of services students need. To fill that gap, People for Education recently began a campaign with the slogan "In life there are no guarantees. In education, there should be." They’ve printed thousands of postcards calling on Premier Ernie Eves to guarantee basic necessities such as adequate textbooks and supplies, reasonable class sizes, a teacher-librarian in every school, special education services with not more than three months wait, clean facilities in good repair, and so on. Kidder insisted it is crucial for educators and concerned citizens to advocate most vigorously for the students who are most vulnerable. She described the crisis in special education as "the canary in the coal mine." At present, 40,000 Ontario students with special needs are on wait lists for assessment, and 55% fewer schools have access to the services of a school psychologist. She suggested that the erosion of our strong, universal, and free public education system is due to "collective amnesia" about the key role of public education as a cornerstone of our democratic tradition. "It’s what made us who we are as Canadians." In his speech, BCFed President Jim Sinclair echoed Kidder’s concerns about the growing disparity of educational opportunity between rich and poor, rural and urban schools. He said the struggle against the Liberal agenda will define us in profound ways. "We’re not only fighting over money for schools; we’re fighting over who we are as a province and as a people," Sinclair said. He called on delegates to "take down the barriers between us and put children first." BCTF President Neil Worboys said he feels "a new awakening of energy on the education scene and a new sense of possibilities, despite the tough reality we’re facing." "When called upon to defend such a worthy cause as our public school system, people throughout B.C. have come together around our public schools and organized in many new ways," he said. "At the core has been our deep commitment to a strong and stable public education system that builds success for every student." To raise awareness about the impact of cutting more than 2,000 teachers and $210 million from the B.C. school system, the BCTF launched the Caravan Against the Cuts. Five school buses will travel the province, visiting every school district and collecting impact statements from students, teachers, parents, and other community members. They will deliver the information to Education Minister Christy Clark on the first day of the new legislative session. Greater Victoria School Board Chair Charley Beresford said that because of chronic underfunding, services in schools have been cut to the bone. "If public education is likened to the skeleton, we’ve been leaching calcium for so long, we’re in danger of breaking something in the course of daily events," she said. Beresford urged everyone present to "work collectively, and raise your voices together." When trustees, teachers, parents, and students speak out together, positive change can be the result. For example, she pointed to the hot lunch program that was saved from the chopping block--although for only one year. "I invite everyone in our education community to join us as we fight for ongoing funding," she said. Indeed, the gathering did inspire common purpose and unity as people came together in small groups to strategize around issues specific to their home communities and neighbourhood schools. Education funding issues in B.C.: bctf.ca/action/cuts/EdFunding People for Education in Ontario: peopleforeducation.com Nancy Knickerbocker is the BCTF’s media relations officer.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9012,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2003 Special Issue Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, Special Issue, September 2003 President's message We have been handed yet another significant challenge. We begin this school year faced with the amendments to the Teaching Profession Act and the direction being set by the interim council of government appointees. I am sure that there isn’t a single one of us who wouldn’t rather be starting the 2003–04 school year with a period of stability in the system and a sense of calm in our working lives. Bill 51 and the decisions of the interim college council were not of our making. There is nothing that teachers did or didn’t do to create the need for this legislation or the direction being set by the interim college council. While the minister calls for codes of conduct, standards, and responsibilities, teachers are beginning another difficult school year with dedication and professionalism. We are bringing to our classrooms the experience, knowledge, qualifications, and skills that have made the public education system in B.C. one of the finest in the world. While Bill 51 decrees that teachers must report each other to the college, we will be starting off the school year collaborating, sharing resources, modeling best practice, and working co-operatively for the success of every student in our care. The Minister of Education has pointed to the need to provide parents with a direct route to file complaints about teachers, yet teachers are meeting parents, sharing strategies, discussing issues and resolving problems together, even though the year has barely begun. Teachers and parents are building respectful relationships and supporting each other in the interests of students. As we set a positive tone in our classrooms, reinforce respectful behaviour, and model fair treatment, the model facing teachers is one focussed on discipline, supervision, and control. Yet we know that everyone, regardless of age and position, is at their best in a purposeful climate of encouragement and support. Teachers know that the amendments to the Teaching Profession Act and the conditions being set up by the appointees to the College of Teachers are in direct contradiction with the conditions needed for a strong and stable public education system. If allowed to proceed unchecked, this college agenda will erode the teaching profession, poison the climate in our schools, and undermine the relationships upon which successful teaching and learning depend. This college may not be of our making, but what we do about it certainly is. Your BCTF Executive Committee, after input from locals and members, has taken the first steps in response. We have filed a constitutional challenge to the legislation in court and are now asking every member to sign a letter cancelling the automatic deduction of their college fees and to give that letter to their staff reps for delivery to the local office. This is a small first step, one of a number that we will take together, but it is an important step in asserting our right to a democratic, self-regulatory college of teachers. The Federation is also asking the local leaders to provide members with information and an opportunity for input into the next step. The Fall Representative Assembly in early November will recommend the next stages of the action plan. The teachers of B.C. will not be rushed into a hasty response, yet neither will we be intimidated into allowing our profession to be driven backward and our rights trampled. Once again, as we head back to school, we are facing a significant challenge. But I have every faith that the teachers of B.C. will meet this challenge together. We will not only move our profession forward together, we will continue to be proud and outspoken advocates for public education, quality teaching, and successful learning. Neil Worboys is BCTF president. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/BargainingAndContracts.aspx?id=5014&printPage=true,BCTF > Employer Proposals for Contract Stripping  	Bargaining and contracts  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Bargaining and Contracts > Negotiations Employer Proposals for Contract Stripping B.C. Public School Employers’ Association (BCPSEA) has made serious “contract stripping” demands at the bargaining table, which would seriously turn back the clock on teachers’ ability to provide services to students. Three of the 12 “contract stripping” demands from the employer are: Non-enrolling teachers provisions stripped from the collective agreement On September 4, BCPSEA tabled new language that would strip every local’s collective agreement of non-enrolling teacher ratios. This would threaten the job of every teacher-librarian, resource room teacher, ESL teacher, counsellor, learning assistance teacher, and any other non-enrolling teacher’s position currently protected in the collective agreement. Many of these teachers provide services to the most vulnerable students in the system. 6,563.8 FTE non-enrolling teachers would be affected. Teacher-librarians 939.00 Learning assistance teachers 1,323.70 School counsellors 998.00 ESL teachers 1,002.79 Special education resource teachers  2,300.34 Total teachers affected 6,563.80 The Administrative Officer (AO) to determine support for students with special needs The employer wants to strip provisions regarding placement and level of support provided for students with special needs. They propose that the AO make these decisions! This would remove: any class size reductions when a child with special needs is integrated and the “caps” on the number of children with special needs that can be placed in a classroom. The employer wants to turn back the clock to a time when the AO could unilaterally determine teachers’ working conditions and students’ learning conditions. The AO to determine individual class size limits for teachers The employer wants to remove class size limits. The employer’s proposal would allocate a certain number of teachers to schools and then the AO would decide how those teachers are assigned. Under their proposal, there would be no class size limits for individual teachers—only school averages. C'mon... Jump in! We're heading back to the 1950's! Concerned? You should be! We will need a clear demonstration of your strong support in opposition to the employer’s proposal. Please attend the general meeting called in your local. We need to improve the services we can offer to our students, not reduce them. For more information, visit the BCTF Web site: www.bctf.ca)
(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/1amrich2/status/512684451826900993,Rich the Teach on Twitter: "I voted #YES! Did you? @VESTA39 @bctf @glenhansman @unitedstrong @CKNW @CTVNews @keithbaldrey #bced #bcpoli http://t.co/GELZ8THDaK" টুইটার অনুসন্ধান অনুসন্ধান টুইটার খুঁজুন সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ ভাষা : বাংলা. हिन्दी Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন টুইটার-এ নতুন ? আজই যোগদান করুন » সাইন ইন করুন ফোন, ইমেল বা ব্যবহারকারীর নাম পাসওয়ার্ড সাইন ইন আমাকে মনে রাখুন পাসওয়ার্ড ভুলে গেছেন? ইতিমধ্যে আপনি কি টেক্সট বার্তার মাধ্যমে টুইটার ব্যবহার করছেন? অনুসরণ অনুসরণ করা কর্মসমূহ:অনুসরণ না করা অবরুদ্ধ অবরোধ মুক্ত মুলতুবি বাতিল Rich the Teach ‏ @1amrich2 ১৮ সেপ্টেম্বর I voted #YES! Did you? @VESTA39 @bctf @glenhansman @unitedstrong @CKNW @CTVNews @keithbaldrey #bced #bcpoli pic.twitter.com/GELZ8THDaK Vancouver, British Columbia প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট পুনঃটুইট ১ প্রিয় ৪ ১২:২৭ অপরাহ্ণ - ১৮ সেপ্টেম্বর, ২০১৪ সম্পর্কিত শিরোনামসমূহ Back to school, back to dealing with school issues The Globe and Mail @globeandmail Rich the Teach থেকে কোন আপডেট মিস্ করবেন না © 2014 টুইটার সম্বন্ধে সহায়তা বিজ্ঞপ্তি তথ্য বন্ধ মিডিয়াটিকে চিহ্নিত করুন এটি ইতিমধ্যে সংবেদনশীল কন্টেন্ট ধারণকারী হিসাবে চিহ্নিত হয়েছে। পতাকা তুলুন এটি সম্ভাব্যরূপে অবৈধ বিষয়বস্তুর ধারণকারী হিসেবে। সমর্পণ করা বাতিল মিডিয়াকে চিহ্নিত করা সম্পর্কে আরো জানুন খারিজ বন্ধ পূর্ববর্তী পরবর্তী বন্ধ একজন ব্যক্তির প্রোফাইলে যান সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ বন্ধ আপনার অনুসরণকারীদের এই পুনঃটুইটটি পাঠাবেন? বাতিল পুনঃটুইট বন্ধ আপনি কি নিশ্চিত যে এই টুইট মুছে দিতে চান? বাতিল মুছে ফেলুন বন্ধ রোধ করন বাতিল রোধ করন আপনার টুইটসমুহে একটি অবস্থান যুক্ত করুন যখন একটি অবস্থানের সঙ্গে আপনার টুইট করেন, টুইটার সেই অবস্থান সংরক্ষণ করে। প্রত্যেক টুইটের আগে আপনি আপনার অবস্থান চালু / বন্ধ করতে পারেন, এবং যে কোনও সময় আপনি আপনার অবস্থানের ইতিহাস মুছে ফেলতে পারেন। আরো জানুন অবস্থান চালু করুন এখন নয় স্থান বন্ধ করুন বন্ধ প্রোফাইল সারসংক্ষেপ বন্ধ আপনার তালিকাসমূহ বন্ধ একটি নতুন তালিকা তৈরি করুন নাম তালিকা বিবরণ 100 অক্ষরের কম, ঐচ্ছিক তালিকাসমূহ:গোপনীয়তা সাধারণ · যে কেউ এই তালিকা অনুসরণ করতে পারেন ব্যক্তিগত · শুধুমাত্র আপনিই এই তালিকায় প্রবেশ করতে পারবেন তালিকা সংরক্ষণ করুন বন্ধ বন্ধ এই টুইট স্থাপিত কর আপনার নীচের ওয়েবসাইটে কোডটি অনুলিপি দ্বারা এই টুইট যোগ করুন * আরও জানুন হুম, সার্ভারে পৌঁছনোর একটি সমস্যা ছিল। পরে আবার চেষ্টা করবেন? প্রকৃত টুইট অন্তর্ভুক্ত করুন অন্তর্ভুক্ত মিডিয়া প্রাকদর্শন বন্ধ টুইটারে নিবন্ধন করুন টুইটারে নেই? নিবন্ধন করুন, আপনির পছন্দের বিষয়গুলির সাথে যুক্ত হন, এবং তাদের বিষয়ে হালনাগাদ পান। একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন » বন্ধ দুটি উপায় (প্রেরণ এবং গ্রহণ) শর্ট কোড: দেশ কোড গ্রাহকদের জন্য মার্কিন যুক্তরাষ্ট্র 40404 (যে কোন) কানাডা 21212 (যে কোন) যুক্তরাজ্য 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM হাইতি 40404 Digicel, Voila আয়ারল্যান্ড 51210 Vodafone, O2 ভারত 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance ইন্দোনেশিয়া 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » অন্য দেশসমুহের এসএসএস সংক্ষিপ্ত কোড দেখুন বন্ধ নিশ্চিতকরণ)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/abuu_rayan/status/518421564124327937,زيد المغربي on Twitter: "We don't talk, we let the swords speak." টুইটার অনুসন্ধান অনুসন্ধান টুইটার খুঁজুন সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ ভাষা : বাংলা. हिन्दी Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন টুইটার-এ নতুন ? আজই যোগদান করুন » সাইন ইন করুন ফোন, ইমেল বা ব্যবহারকারীর নাম পাসওয়ার্ড সাইন ইন আমাকে মনে রাখুন পাসওয়ার্ড ভুলে গেছেন? ইতিমধ্যে আপনি কি টেক্সট বার্তার মাধ্যমে টুইটার ব্যবহার করছেন? অনুসরণ অনুসরণ করা কর্মসমূহ:অনুসরণ না করা অবরুদ্ধ অবরোধ মুক্ত মুলতুবি বাতিল زيد المغربي ‏ @Abuu_Rayan ৪ অক্টোবর We don't talk, we let the swords speak. প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট পুনঃটুইটগুলি ৬ প্রিয় ১১ ৮:২৫ পূর্বাহ্ণ - ৪ অক্টোবর, ২০১৪ زيد المغربي ‏ @Abuu_Rayan ৪ অক্টোবর We were the ones who conquered the Persians and stepped on their thrones on top of our horses. (1) সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট زيد المغربي ‏ @Abuu_Rayan ৪ অক্টোবর We were the ones who built forts from the skulls of our enemies. (2) সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট زيد المغربي ‏ @Abuu_Rayan ৪ অক্টোবর We were the ones who drove the women of Kisrā (Sasanian Empire) with whips like cattle. (3) সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট TheCasualObserver ‏ @Briancfdavis ৪ অক্টোবর @Abuu_Rayan ohh you great people...(headshake) সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট jdscee ‏ @jdscee ৪ অক্টোবর @Abuu_Rayan You don't talk? You guys never shut up! সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Walter mathow ‏ @mathow_walter ৫ অক্টোবর @jdscee @Abuu_Rayan , just ignore fuck heads like this TURD!! Not worth the sweat off my balls সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Walter mathow ‏ @mathow_walter ৫ অক্টোবর @jdscee @Abuu_Rayan , yah don't forget to run with your sword , coward and your 72 virgins are all uly guys , STUPID সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট saltlet ‏ @saltlet ৫ অক্টোবর @Abuu_Rayan Each time they kindle the fire of war,Allah extinguishes it.They rush about the earth corrupting it.Allah doesnt love corrupters সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট saltlet ‏ @saltlet ৫ অক্টোবর @Abuu_Rayan @Man34xxx Do not let hatred for a people incite you into not being just http://abonnes.lemonde.fr/europe/article/2014/09/26/dans-cette-guerre-j-ai-ete-du-mauvais-cote_4494683_3214.html … সারাংশ দেখ সারাংশ লুকান প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট زيد المغربي থেকে কোন আপডেট মিস্ করবেন না © 2014 টুইটার সম্বন্ধে সহায়তা বিজ্ঞপ্তি তথ্য বন্ধ মিডিয়াটিকে চিহ্নিত করুন এটি ইতিমধ্যে সংবেদনশীল কন্টেন্ট ধারণকারী হিসাবে চিহ্নিত হয়েছে। পতাকা তুলুন এটি সম্ভাব্যরূপে অবৈধ বিষয়বস্তুর ধারণকারী হিসেবে। সমর্পণ করা বাতিল মিডিয়াকে চিহ্নিত করা সম্পর্কে আরো জানুন খারিজ বন্ধ পূর্ববর্তী পরবর্তী বন্ধ একজন ব্যক্তির প্রোফাইলে যান সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ বন্ধ আপনার অনুসরণকারীদের এই পুনঃটুইটটি পাঠাবেন? বাতিল পুনঃটুইট বন্ধ আপনি কি নিশ্চিত যে এই টুইট মুছে দিতে চান? বাতিল মুছে ফেলুন বন্ধ রোধ করন বাতিল রোধ করন আপনার টুইটসমুহে একটি অবস্থান যুক্ত করুন যখন একটি অবস্থানের সঙ্গে আপনার টুইট করেন, টুইটার সেই অবস্থান সংরক্ষণ করে। প্রত্যেক টুইটের আগে আপনি আপনার অবস্থান চালু / বন্ধ করতে পারেন, এবং যে কোনও সময় আপনি আপনার অবস্থানের ইতিহাস মুছে ফেলতে পারেন। আরো জানুন অবস্থান চালু করুন এখন নয় স্থান বন্ধ করুন বন্ধ প্রোফাইল সারসংক্ষেপ বন্ধ আপনার তালিকাসমূহ বন্ধ একটি নতুন তালিকা তৈরি করুন নাম তালিকা বিবরণ 100 অক্ষরের কম, ঐচ্ছিক তালিকাসমূহ:গোপনীয়তা সাধারণ · যে কেউ এই তালিকা অনুসরণ করতে পারেন ব্যক্তিগত · শুধুমাত্র আপনিই এই তালিকায় প্রবেশ করতে পারবেন তালিকা সংরক্ষণ করুন বন্ধ বন্ধ এই টুইট স্থাপিত কর আপনার নীচের ওয়েবসাইটে কোডটি অনুলিপি দ্বারা এই টুইট যোগ করুন * আরও জানুন হুম, সার্ভারে পৌঁছনোর একটি সমস্যা ছিল। পরে আবার চেষ্টা করবেন? প্রকৃত টুইট অন্তর্ভুক্ত করুন অন্তর্ভুক্ত মিডিয়া প্রাকদর্শন বন্ধ টুইটারে নিবন্ধন করুন টুইটারে নেই? নিবন্ধন করুন, আপনির পছন্দের বিষয়গুলির সাথে যুক্ত হন, এবং তাদের বিষয়ে হালনাগাদ পান। একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন » বন্ধ দুটি উপায় (প্রেরণ এবং গ্রহণ) শর্ট কোড: দেশ কোড গ্রাহকদের জন্য মার্কিন যুক্তরাষ্ট্র 40404 (যে কোন) কানাডা 21212 (যে কোন) যুক্তরাজ্য 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM হাইতি 40404 Digicel, Voila আয়ারল্যান্ড 51210 Vodafone, O2 ভারত 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance ইন্দোনেশিয়া 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » অন্য দেশসমুহের এসএসএস সংক্ষিপ্ত কোড দেখুন বন্ধ নিশ্চিতকরণ)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11012,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2002 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 14, Number 7, May/June 2002 Canadian poverty facts The gap between the richest and the poorest grew in the 1990s. At the end of the 1980s, the top 20% of Canadian families earned 35 times the market income of the lowest 20% of families. At the end of the 1990s, the top 20% of Canadian families earned 75 times of the market income of the lowest 20% of families. During the 1990s, the portion of all Canadians who earned less than $20K a year increased, as did the portion earning more than $50K. Source: Outfront, CLC, Spring 2002. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/DidYouKnow.aspx?id=23234&printPage=true,Did You Know 8, May 2011  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Newsletters and Alerts > Did You Know > 2010-11 Archives   Did You Know?   PDF format  Public poll supports teacher rights Teachers' right to strike (Question: Generally speaking, do you support or oppose teacheers having the right to strike?) Strongly support: 32%, Somewhat support: 26%, Strongly oppose: 15%, Somewhat oppose: 25% Restoring rights to negotiate learning conditions (Question: The right to negotiate learning conditions such as the maximum numbers of students per classroom was removed by the BC Liberal government. How important is it that these rights are restored to allow teachers to negotiate learning conditions?) Very important: 57%, Somewhat important: 27%, Not very important: 8%, Not at all important: 3% Importance of protecting learning conditions in contract (Question: How important do you believe it is for teachers to have a contract that protects learning conditions like the maximum number of regular students and the maximum number of students with special needs?) Very important: 59%, Somewhat important: 28%, Not very important: 8%, Not at all important: 3% Source: Viewpoints Research, February 2011. Margin of error of plus or minus 3.3%, 19 times out of 20.    No. 8, May 2011 )
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Touring a natural gas drilling rig with @MLA Mike Bernier, and Brian from EnCana http://t.co/AifdJ4H07b" @Teresa_Wat - 06:01pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11926,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2000 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 13, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 2000 Foundation skills assessment by Anita Chapman In the spring, teachers administered the Foundation Skills Assessment (FSA) test under protest, effectively communicating their professional and ethical concerns regarding the FSA, and setting the stage for more scrutiny and informed discussion of the results this fall. Schools are required by ministry policy to report their FSA results in all years of the accreditation process. However, the BCTF succeeded in getting ministry policy that requires the following statement to be included with FSA results in accreditation reports: “This information provides a snapshot of how our students performed on the most recent Foundation Skills Assessment. However, we do not yet have enough years of data to determine whether performance on FSA is improving, decreasing, or staying about the same in the school.” This ministry policy should help discourage attempts to determine trends with insufficient data. The 1999 and 2000 FSA results cannot be compared at the provincial, district, or school level because the tests differed in significant ways: lack of school results in 1999 no written response items for reading comprehension at Grades 7 and 10 in 1999 no writing assessment at Grades 7 and 10 in 1999 additional testing time in 2000 new scoring rubric for numeracy in 2000. Individual student results must go to parents, but the timing and method are open to district choice. There is no greater obligation to send home FSA results than to send home report cards. That is, there is no reason to mail the FSA results when report cards are normally sent home with students. The ministry has suggested that teachers might distribute the results to parents at the first regularly scheduled parent-teacher-student interview of the year, or if the results are not available in time, at a subsequent regularly scheduled interview. Alternatively, schools might have a meeting for parents interested in hearing about the tests and getting their children’s results. A ministry leaflet for teachers, “Communicating Individual Student’s FSA Results,” makes distributing the results seem onerous and time-consuming. The BCTF offers more practical advice for members on dealing with individual student results. The tests were quite limited in scope: one piece of first draft writing, comprehension questions only in reading, and only word problems on some aspects of numeracy. Even at this early point in the school year, teachers have better, more detailed, information from regular classroom assessments to share with parents. Individual student results will be represented by a bar on a graph labelled “Not Yet Within Expectations,” “Meets Expectations,” and “Exceeds Expectations.” There will be no percentages, raw scores, or numbers of any kind. The bar will be quite wide in order to graphically capture the confidence level associated with this test. The bar will therefore sometimes fall across two categories. Many parents will find this lack of precision in the individual student results unsatisfactory. However, it accurately reflects the lack of precision on a one-shot large-scale assessment. Many students’ results will be similar to their general classroom performance. Other students will have done less well on the FSA test than they generally do in class because of the stresses of writing the test, the unfamiliar format (e.g., multiple choice), the limited time allowed, the narrow format of the test (e.g., only word problems in numeracy), and the lack of opportunity to refine their work (e.g., first draft writing). For example, we know from previous ministry PLAP data that students’ classroom writing scores average a scale point higher than their writing on a provincial assessment. One group of students deserves special mention. The ministry allowed very few students to be exempted from writing the tests. Many ESL students and students in certain special needs categories who are not receiving instruction in grade-level curricula had to write the provincial tests based on that grade-level curricula. Those students have generally been tested at the school or district level and shown to be incapable of handling material at grade level; the students and parents have received that information. For the province to then test them on the curriculum they were exempted from and tell them once again that they are not yet within the expectation of the grade is unnecessarily cruel. Teachers will want to exercise special sensitivity when dealing with such situations. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/SocialJustice.aspx?id=6106&printPage=true,BCTF > Lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and questioning (LGBTQ) issues in schools  	BCTF Social Justice  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Social Justice > Issues > LGBTQ Lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and questioning (LGBTQ) issues in schools The BCTF has created the LGBTQ Action Group to help support you in your work as teachers or social justice activists. One of our immediate goals is to improve access to resources on lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and questioning (LGBTQ) issues for teachers. Another goal is to provide support for rural and isolated locals. We have developed a comprehensive action plan with actions and timelines over a multi-year period. You'll find information and resources to help you in your classroom on the following pages. Dates, advocacy and actions  Lesson plans  Policies and regulations  Posters, bookmarks, booklets and brochures   Resources (includes classroom strategies, handbooks, reference material and background information)  Video resources  Workshops  Websites    )
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/03/what-is-this-strike-about-moving-letter.html?showComment=1331235372151,Staffroom Confidential: What is this strike about? A moving letter from a Saanich teacher Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, March 6, 2012 What is this strike about? A moving letter from a Saanich teacher I would like to thank you, Mr. Abbott. My wife and I have just had an excellent discussion with our daughters about power, and about the importance of checks and balances in a society. Sophie and Rachel are 12 and 10. They were very confused about why the government was allowed to make rules such as fining teachers $475 a day or $2500 a day for going on strike. We explained that our government is elected to make decisions on our behalf, and that we trust that they will make good and considered decisions. But what if we don’t agree with their decisions, they wondered. We explained that there is time to debate these decisions before they are made, and that everybody is allowed to write letters, or protest if they disagree. We explained that the media is meant to also provide some balance, by asking difficult and challenging questions. But they are saying that if you protest their decision, they will fine you, they replied. We had no answer. Why do they hate teachers, one of them asked. I still had no answer. ---------- I could have been a lawyer. I scored in the 98th percentile of the LSAT and was accepted to Queen’s Law School, offered a scholarship to a Law School in the northeastern US. I chose instead to defer my decision, and be a tutor/coach/residence don/in-house TOC at my old high school for a couple of years. This was a private boarding school in Ontario. I loved it. I loved being able to explain concepts in math to kids, and to see the “light go on”. I loved sharing my passion for math, for soccer, for hockey, for philosophy, for poetry, and for musical theater with kids. I never considered going back to law after those two years. After completing my teacher training at UVic, I did my practicum in Saanich. I hadn’t realized until then what a sheltered teaching existence I had at the boarding school, with well-to-do kids brought up with every advantage (the type of kids to whom Mr. Abbott recently referred as “the smart kids”, I believe). In the public school system in Saanich, I learned humility. I learned how to be a better teacher, how to teach the whole child, and not just the mind. I taught classes that not only had some of Mr. Abbott’s advantaged “smart kids”, but other kids who were often equally smart and capable if not more, but who faced challenges the others didn’t: broken homes, poverty issues, learning disabilities, to name only a few. These classes were challenging because the kids’ needs were so varied. Some kids could be turned on by ideas alone; others needed to be convinced of the value of learning, to place education in context; some just needed breakfast. And yet, at the time I started teaching in Saanich, I considered myself fortunate because we had a locally arranged agreement about how many kids could be in a secondary English class. (I taught English at the time). The number was 27 – unless you had a student who had an acknowledged special need, such as dyslexia, or visual impairment, for example, that would require a significant amount of adjustment to practice or extra preparation. For each of these students, the number would drop by one. If there were 6 “special needs” students in your English 11, the maximum number of kids would be 21. Trust me, this would still be a challenging class in terms of composition, but the system worked. It was so important to teachers, my older colleagues told me, that teachers took less in salary improvements at the time in order to secure these contract provisions. Silly me for thinking that contracts were something sacrosanct in Canadian law. When I started my first continuing contract at Claremont Secondary in 2000, we had an enrolment not very different from our enrolment today. When I started at Claremont, it was not unusual for the more challenging classes, such as Essentials of Math 10 or Communications 11 to have 12-15 students, because that’s what those kids needed to be successful. When I started at Claremont, there were two librarians – one for every 550 kids. When I started at Claremont there was a staff of 85-90, with plenty of teachers in the building to comfortably take on all the extra-curriculars that make schools, as the Saanich motto goes, “great places to learn, safe places to be” Today at Claremont, a class with less than 23-24 students does not run. This legislation before you will only make that number increase, I assure you, and it is not what kids need. Today at Claremont there is 3/4 of a librarian – which translates to one for every 1475 kids. Today at Claremont there is a staff of 65-70. This group which now numbers 20 fewer than when I started 12 years ago, has been attempting to keep up all the things that make our school great – outstanding academics, including extra-curricular offerings such as the dozens of math contests I sponsor and organize every year, an incredible sports program, an enviable fine arts program, numerous volunteer organizations that enrich our school community and the community at large. So far, we have managed, but we have each had to take up the slack now for too long. We are at the breaking point, and I promise you – this legislation already threatens to push us over the edge. Surely this government is not deaf to the teachers from around the province who are saying enough… Enough: we have devoted our lives to a profession that we knew all along would not make us rich, but we did it because we believed that if it would help just one disadvantaged kid, it was worth it. Enough: we believed in it so much, that we traded even the most meager of raises, time and time again, in order to gain better classroom conditions for our students. Enough: we tried our absolute best to play within the rules, when government after government stripped away those conditions that we bought with our own salaries, even when the Supreme Court ruled that those government actions were illegal. Enough: we have tried to hold our heads high, when we are vilified in the press as lazy and greedy, when nothing – NOTHING -- could be further from the truth. Enough: we have devoted countless hours to volleyball, to musical theatre, to poetry readings, to charity work, to rugby, to yearbook clubs, to student’s councils, to tutoring before school from 7am, to tutoring after school until 6pm or longer, to tutoring kids by email on the weekends, and, AND! to our own Professional Development, whether that occurs on a Pro-D day or on our own time – Yes, Mr. Abbott, we actually do Pro-D. In short, we have devoted countless hours to the children and families of this province, and the thanks we get is one more veiled legislated slap in the face? Now, I’m not so out of touch that I don’t realize that as a teacher at the top of the scale, I’m fairly comfortable. Sure it irks me that all of you folks in the legislature have received pay raises in the last ten years far beyond what I have received over the same period – pay raises which you are allowed to vote for yourselves. Not that I would dare suggest that you don’t deserve it – I don’t envy your jobs in the least. But even despite this glaring double-standard, I would have begrudgingly accepted no raise, if it were that alone. It is not the extending of the current contract in this legislation that has me upset. I am insulted. I am insulted that you have the temerity to suggest that this legislation represents mediation in any true sense of the word. Your use of legislation to enforce mediation, but then dictate the terms of the mediation is nothing short of bullying. How ironic that there was an anti-bullying flashmob on the lawn of the legislature the day this bill was introduced. To my mind, you have brought disrepute onto yourselves and the institution you represent. I was trying to defend the institution of our provincial government to my children tonight, suggesting that it rested on a foundation of elected officials acting in a dispassionate way for the benefit of all. I couldn’t. I am shocked. I shouldn’t be, given everything that has happened in the last 10 years, but I’m shocked. I am shocked – no, enraged – that you would enact legislation that essentially attacks my freedom to associate; legislation that, quite frankly, probably runs counter to the Charter of Rights and Freedoms, even though your government’s last Bill of this sort was deemed illegal by the Supreme Court; legislation that does not “put families first” but which threatens families – no, puts a gun to their heads – and says to them: “we will bankrupt you if you have the gall to disagree with us or stand up for your rights”. Lastly, I am disappointed, and if I’m to be honest, I am defeated and demoralized. And I know I’m not alone. And that’s what you wanted, wasn’t it? You don’t want an improved public education system. I would love to challenge you, to defy you, sir, to say otherwise, to come to Claremont and convince me in person that this legislation will improve the public education system in BC, that it will improve the lives of children and their families across this province, by demoralizing and insulting teachers like me, by forcing a foregone, supposedly “mediated” conclusion down our throats. Sadly, you tell these lies every day, and so my challenge is useless. It is a sad day for me, and a sad day for BC. I love my job, I love the kids at Claremont, and I love Victoria, but today I really and truly thought it might be time to find a teaching job back in Ontario. You may say good riddance – we can find someone cheaper than you to do the same job. But I dare you to say that to my students. That is a challenge that perhaps I could make. ------------- My oldest daughter has been reading Animal Farm at school. (Maybe I shouldn’t tell you this – you will think that it is another reason to bring down the public school system…) After our discussion earlier tonight – and believe me when I say I did my utmost best to withhold the vitriol that must be obvious by now that I hold inside – after our family discussion my oldest daughter paused and, honest to God, said something like: “ Dad, the government are kind of like the pigs on the farm, aren’t they…? Once they get to make the rules, they kind of twist things so that they always go their way”. So, I want to thank you, Mr. Abbott. You made me so proud of my daughter tonight that I want to cry. Mark Skanks Claremont Secondary School Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 5:39 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 21 comments: AllyMarch 6, 2012 at 8:43 PM Extremely well put! Please tell me you have send this to Mr. Abbott??? When will the "pigs" listen?ReplyDelete Ms. HendraMarch 6, 2012 at 9:18 PM I love this letter. I have shared it with many people, and just sent it to a friend who is the Math Department Head in Chilliwack, and a Claremont grad, too. Thanks to Mark for such a well-written letter. TannisReplyDelete 30daysofautismMarch 6, 2012 at 9:37 PM This is fabulous!! Thank you!ReplyDelete AmandaMarch 6, 2012 at 10:46 PM Credit should be given to Mark Skanks as author of this letter.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeMarch 7, 2012 at 8:51 AM I did not originally include Mark's name because I hadn't asked his permission to do so. Since the cat is out of the bag anyway, I will add it now.Delete Ms. OhanaMarch 7, 2012 at 10:23 PM your challenge is not useless, they just want us to think it is... but the very fact that they have to address us and our challenges means they hear us loud and clear.... at the end of the day.. remember you still have your vote.... make it hurt the same way they've hurt usDelete Reply SDMURPHY3March 6, 2012 at 11:22 PM Thank you for putting into words how I feel about the future of education in this Province. I moved my family here from Quebec to avoid the French controversy and give my children a better chance. I am very proud to say my daughter is an excellent teacher, but she like many of you good ones is thinking of moving on. I guarantee you if they pass Bill 22 I will vote anything but Liberal in 2013. Your daugther, God bless her, is absolutely right.ReplyDelete SabrinaBaileyMarch 6, 2012 at 11:53 PM Mark, I would not be where I am today if you hadn't taken me on as a practicum student. I watched you pour your heart and soul into your students - and me. Please do not leave, the kids at Claremont need you! The government should be the ones who buckle, not us. I am teaching 2 classes of 30 for "Essentials Math 10" (AW 10) and I cannot believe how much class sizes have exploded, even in the short time between my own high school years and my teaching career. I logistically cannot give my students the help they need in the time I have, and it is ludicrous to believe such a short time ago they would literally have had twice the amount of time per person, per day (assuming a class size under 15). I had a student drop out of school last week due to lack of attendance due to giving up, which I would like to argue is largely due to being pushed through a broken system for so long. Behind that child I have a long list of kids at risk to do the same... is this the kind of future our government has in store for our kids? Every kid who is withdrawn from my school breaks my heart because I know their educational system (not their teachers) has let them down. Sabrina Bailey North Peace SecondaryReplyDelete UnknownMarch 7, 2012 at 8:23 AM Thank you so much for this eloquent letter, Mark. I've sent it to my MLA because we have the same issues in Chilliwack and the rest of the province. Jody Raabe Mount Slesse Middle School, SD33ReplyDelete EleanaMarch 7, 2012 at 7:34 PM Thank-you for your passionate words... I will be sharing them with my colleagues. Eleana P. Citadel Middle School, SD43ReplyDelete lrnalotMarch 8, 2012 at 12:05 AM In sum, the short term gains touted by proponents of Bill 22 will result in even more disenfranchised youth, deeper and longer lasting negativity toward the Liberal Government and Politics in general, and more teachers applying for disability or leaving BC outright. Thanks for speaking so eloquently to these important issues.ReplyDelete Richard AustenMarch 8, 2012 at 2:06 AM I am also a BC teacher - now teaching in Hong Kong. I have floated the idea on facebook a few times but I will say it here. The government's tactic of the fines is to essentially stop a teacher walk-out. Strikes are illegal. The way to circumvent this action by the government is to organize teachers to hand in their resignations "en masse" including all TOCs (for which I was one). I'll grant you this is somewhat dangerous high stakes game to play - but it is one that must be played if Bill 22 goes through as that bill is a union busting bill anyway. The government can't fine someone who quits their job. We'll call it the "organization" rather than the BCTF and if government wants teachers back they'll have to talk to the BCTF - err "the Organization." It takes something along this drastic action to save the teaching union in BC because I can tell you something right now - the government does not care the least bit about these letters - they don't care about marches in Victoria - The Liberals are sitting back and laughing that they just saved three days of salaries and heating bills for all the schools. Their voters (which is the majority) support crushing the Teaching union despite all the chatter we see on facebook and other social media - we may get support from those friends but those ore OUR friends who arguably ore of similar mindedness on issues like this. I suspect the vast majority of Liberal voters want the Union to die. So it's time to stop the letter and the appeals to the liberal "heart of gold" and realize that that heart is ice. It's not the time to send in the BCTF Poodle to fight the Liberal T-REX - it's time to play some serious hardball - 40,000 teachers resign - effective the day after Spring Break ends. You want the teachers back - you hire them all back under the BCTF union (ie as if there was no resignation).ReplyDelete Replies AlexMarch 9, 2012 at 11:08 AM This is called (or is similar to) 'work-to-rule' (which I believe is what's been done so far...) Yes. It is worth this.Delete Reply RommelMarch 8, 2012 at 11:36 AM Hi, I found this blog once, then lost it. Took me forever to come back and find it. I wanted to see what comments you got. Nice blog by the way.I must take this opportunity to write to you from my heart.I Really enjoyed your blog.I have never read such a wonderful article. Resignation Letter ReplyDelete alientoinquirytooMarch 8, 2012 at 9:18 PM Dear Tara Ehrcke, You have stolen the words and ideas from my mouth! I could not have put it any better and I am the first one to sign up for your letter writing campaign. I have thought for a long time that our only recourse is to resign en-masse or all take stress leaves at the same time, either way there is no way that they win! Thank you for this... Andre KozakReplyDelete Replies alientoinquirytooMarch 8, 2012 at 9:26 PM I guess I should thank Tara for posting this and Mark for the writing and Richard for the ultimate solution! Thanks...Delete Reply alyxpottsMarch 9, 2012 at 7:59 AM "You may say good riddance – we can find someone cheaper than you to do the same job. But I dare you to say that to my students. That is a challenge that perhaps I could make." I had Mr.Skanks for math last year and he's amazing. So I think if you said those things to us "the students" we'd have a lot of kind words about Mr.Skanks and his teaching abilities/wisdom. And quite the opposite of "kind words" for you putting him and all our other teachers through all this.ReplyDelete AlexMarch 9, 2012 at 11:07 AM Brilliant letter! Well put! Passing it on!ReplyDelete Mrs.BMarch 12, 2012 at 9:50 AM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Mrs.BMarch 12, 2012 at 9:51 AM THANK YOU! Well said - I will be sharing this with colleagues in Burnaby & Surrey. Avril Broekhuizen Chilliwack Secondary, SD33ReplyDelete Mrs. D. ThiesenMarch 12, 2012 at 9:59 PM I've shared this on twitter. I was a top university student as well and encouraged to go into medicine but chose teaching...I love teaching, but did I make a mistake? I'm so insulted.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ▼  March (12) Bill 22 and Class Size/Class Composition BC Liberals: You reap what you sow... From public to private: a subtle path What is this dispute about? Putting equity last, a... Walk out pamphlet - arguments for full withdrawal ... Teachers debate a response to Bill 22 Lessons from the US - when unions don't strike to ... Lessons from history - legislation and illegal str... How do teachers defeat Bill 22? Critical thinking and Bill 22 - A teacher rebuts G... What is this strike about? A moving letter from a ... Public education - Christy: it's about equality ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12836,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2000 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 12, Number 4, Jan./Feb. 2000 On the bargaining trail again by Linda Watson As we scan the horizon amid clouds of trail dust, our eyes seek out the elusive goal at the end of our journey–a new collective agreement. The trail is a difficult one, fraught with potential ambushes and tangles of sagebrush. This trail may be province-wide or local. In either case, we have to prepare and pack carefully. We will need a good stock of supplies, skilled riders, and a long pack train of objectives to bring along. The next round of bargaining opens in the spring of 2001, just before the expiry of our current provincial collective agreement. But the preparations are already under way. Phase I: Scouting the trail The first phase of our journey will take from September 1999 to March 2000. We have to assess the climate for bargaining with our members. What are the major issues teachers are facing on the job? What is getting in the way of professional satisfaction for us and success for our students? At teacher forums this fall and winter, we are hearing your frustration with school accreditation, report card overload, and accountability burnout. The annual general meeting and representative assembly have told us that you want to see a substantial salary increase and the reduction of class sizes in intermediate and secondary grades. At eight locations around the province, we are holding bargaining focus groups of randomly selected members. Each group consists of 12 members from the locals in the region. These members will be asked for their views on four areas of concern: economic issues, employment and job security, professional issues, and teacher workload. The first round of focus groups was held November 1999 and the second round is planned for January 2000. Another initiative that is new this year is Advanced Negotiation Skills Training. Twenty teachers will be selected for a week of intensive training in all aspects of collective bargaining. In an effort to involve new members in the life of the union, we hope to select at least five participants who have less than 10 years of teaching experience. From February 14 to 18, 2000, these members will study the history of teacher bargaining in B. C. and in Canada, current legislative provisions, bargaining models, how to write contract language, and how to build a case and present it at the table. The culmination of the week will be a simulation of table strategies, where teams of participants will attempt to negotiate three key contract provisions. Phase II: Avoiding ambushes The second phase of preparations begins this spring, with two strategy sessions on bargaining, one in March and one in May. At each session, 36 Federation activists will be brought together from many areas of BCTF work to discuss some of the key strategic questions that will face us in the next round of bargaining: the degree to which we will seek a single standard provision versus accommodation for local differences. how to improve stale provisions on provincial matters in previous local agreements the role of local and PSA representation at the provincial table. the objective-setting process. the split of issues beween provincial and local tables. strategies for dealing with government intervention. and any other strategic issues. Putting their minds to these questions will be local presidents, the BCTF Executive Committee, and two representatives from each of these Federation committees: PSA council, social justice, professional development, teachers on call, income security, pensions, and French programs and services. A further discussion of strategy and preparation for broad member involvement will occur in August 2000, at the BCTF Summer Conference. A major focus of the conference will be to prepare local leaders for the year’s bargaining events. Phase III: Supplying the pack train We will enter phase three in September 2000. During the fall, discussions will be held in every local and in every staffroom to generate objectives for negotiations. All Federation committees will be asked for their input, as well. This is the most critical time for you to bring forward your ideas. We hope you will participate in some or all of the venues available for your voice to be heard. In January or February of 2001, the BCTF Bargaining Conference will be held. This is the official venue for finalizing our bargaining objectives for the next round. All locals and committees are represented at the conference. Objectives from the local discussions in the fall and overall strategy will be discussed by the participants, with weighted voting according to the number of members in each local. Phase IV–Head ’em up and move ’em out Then we’re into phase four: crafting the actual language, going to the table, and working together–all 44,000 of us–to successfully negotiate the trail and meet our objectives. Our unified support for the lead riders on the bargaining team will make all the difference in our ability to beat back marauders and avoid the spines of unexpected cacti. Throughout this process, we will do our best to hear your needs and concerns, to keep you informed, and to reach the end of the journey successfully together. Through the trail dust, there is a clear destination in sight–a new collective agreement that will meet our economic and professional needs. As always, we are unstoppable when we’re together. Head ’em up, and move ’em out! Linda Watson is the BCTF’s second vice-president. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8290,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 1, September 2004 Classified advertising For information on advertising, go to bctf.ca/newsmag or contact Kathleen Smith, ksmith@bctf.ca. TRAVEL/VACATION LONG BEACH. Furn. 2 bd. suite, sleeps 6. Pets okay. Near Ucluelet, 10 min. drive from Pacific Rim Park. 250-726-2311, www.island.net/~s-kayak PRAGUE year-round BnB in central Prague, sleeps 5 adults, fully furn. with all amenities, jacuzzi bath tub, separate toilet, balcony, between Moldan River and Stromovka Park. Contact Lani 604-929-5414, lani.jeffrey@shaw.ca FRANCE. Ultimate vacations, privately owned, beautiful furn. 1 bd. central Paris. Provence lovely furn. house close to Avignon. Wkly/mthly. 604-738-1876 or 604-298-3904, i_roland@hotmail.com GALIANO ISLAND. Warm hospitality in beautiful architect designed house, 3 bd., self-accom. or BnB. 250-539-9863, www.cedarplace.com/jasmine SUNSHINE COAST (Davis Bay) cosy cottage, sleeps 4-6, fantastic ocean view, fenced yard, BBQ, call 604-826-3807, www3.telus.net/sechelthouse KIHEI, MAUI. Large selection of fully equipped condos. Great beaches. Near shopping centre. Call Alf 604-291-1751, F: 604-291-9773, kihei@telus.net PUERTO VALLARTA. Beautiful, large, 2 bd. furn. condo, downtown, 3 blks from the Malecon (beach). Reasonable wkly rates, N/S, 604-608-4268, dbemc@hotmail.com NANOOSE BAY. Harmony Breezes Retreat on the beach. Beautifully furn. rooms with private baths, delicious breakfasts, glorious sunsets. Located near fabulous dining and shopping. Singles and couples welcome. Ideal for personal retreat. $80 per, 250-468-7711. PALM SPRINGS. 1400 sq.ft. mobile home. Completely renovated. All util, include. Pool and laundry avail. Centrally located. $350.US/ wk. or $1200.US/mo., 250-828-1984. WHISTLER BLACKCOMB luxury ski in/out condo, sleeps 4. www.at-blackcomb.com 604-929-6589. WHISTLER GETAWAY. Pinecrest Estates, 5 bd., 1400 sq.ft. cabin, sauna, deck with BBQ, fully-equip. kitchen, DW, W/D, wood stove (wood provided). Rates from $170/nt (seasonal). glush@shaw.ca or Jill or Gerry 604-936-3346. TOFINO. Chesterman Beach across the street. Cozy cottage, fully equip., available year-round, $100/nt. seasonal, $80 off season. 604-581-3964. WHISTLER condo sleeps 4. Views, close to village, all amenities. 604-943-9423. SUNSHINE COAST (Halfmoon Bay) cozy cedar cottage, sleeps 4-6, fantastic ocean view, F/P, BBQ. Call 604-885-7606 or www.blackberrycottagebc.com QUEEN CHARLOTTE ISLANDS. Fabulous "mothership" kayaking, wilderness adventure, unforgettable experiences. www.island.net/~archipel or 1-888-559-8317. WHISTLER Alta Lake, waterfront, 1 bd. condo, 1 km to village, sleeps 4, F/P, TV/VCR, summer/winter rates. 604-298-2070. VICTORIA, BC fully equip. 1 bd. condo nestled between downtown and Cook Street village facing Beacon Hill Park. www3.telus.net/victoriacondo or 1-866-222-0406. SUN PEAKS RESORT. Almost new 2 bd. townhouse, fully loaded, private hot tub on deck. Sleeps 6-8. Golfing, mountain biking, fishing, swimming, tennis, skiing. Year-round rates starting from $120. Contact: italia@telus.net MAUI. Privately owned, beautiful fully furn. 2 bd., 2 bath condo across from Kamaole beaches. Great complex, Great location. 250-598-6955, F: 250-598-6965. WHISTLER. Waterfront, 1 bd., fully stocked condo. Newly renovated, cozy and bright. 3 min. dr. to village. Sleeps 4. Carol 604-209-7220. MAYNE ISLAND. Sunny retreat, 2 bd. & loft, fully equipped, N/S, 1 blk. from Dinner Bay Park. Call 604-264-1855. WHISTLER. Townhouse, sleeps 8, fully equip. 604-985-7669 or Gary 604-669-7212. MAUI KAMAOLE. Steps to Wailea and Kamaole Beach, fully equip. 1 bd., 2 baths, 2 pools, tennis, private garden. Suit 2 couples or family of 4. Owner rental. Evelyn 604-738-9295. tikkunyoga@shaw.ca 2004 CHRISTMAS IN MEXICO. "The Manzanillo Dirt Bike Bicycle Tour" All abilities. Options for non-riders. Visit areas where few other tourists travel as well as spend some time at the beach. For full information about this unique Mexico experience, call Les or Barb at 604-250-0614 or e-mail thelommels@shaw.ca FOR RENT/EXCHANGE VANCOUVER. Clean, bright, quiet, centrally located condos at Robson & Bute. 1 bd. $85/single, 2 bd. $95-$105/single. Daily/weekly/monthly rates. 604-608-4268, dbemc@hotmail.com. WANTED. Victoria housesit or low rent accom. Retired, resp., free-spirited, traveller in Victoria from Nov.04 to end April 05. Housesit, pet/plant care or wiling to pay low rent. E-mail: ladychris@gmx.net RESOURCES SOUND TRACK FOR READING. Grade 1. Your skilled reading teaching will be magnified by parents helping at home. Splendid, proven, diagnostic, balanced program: phonological skills, decoding, fluency, comprehension. Activity book, DVD, manipulatives $79+Taxes. 604-733-5483. www.solutionsforlearning.ca SPELLING BY PATTERNS for Grades 2 & 3. Full year spelling program based upon the work of Jo Phenix. Includes ready-to-use teaching guide, sequenced spelling lists, activity sheets, and assessment strategies. Students collect extra words from their reading and at home that fit the pattern being studied. In groups they are then able to determine the spelling convention used. $20 includ. S&H. To order, fax 250-545-5563 or www.members.shaw.ca/creeksidepublishing HELP! Unwanted teaching resources and supplies needed to educate vulnerable children in Thailand. Contact anna.kennedy@shaw.ca. GRAPPLE—GET HOOKED on prefixes, suffixes and roots! Teaching how words work? Here’s a fun new way to learn! GRAPPLE allows up to five players to form words combining cards from three separate decks. Who can get rid of all their cards first? Find out more at www.serendipitygames.net MISCELLANEOUS MASTER OF SPECIAL EDUCATION by coursework offered by Flinders University of S. Australia is recognized by the B.C. Teacher Qualification Service. The degree is available entirely in distance mode. Applications are invited now for commencement of study in 2005. More information at: http://ehlt-online. flinders.edu.au/bc or from the program co-ordinator, Bernice.Burnip@flinders.edu.au www.findAtutor.ca Students looking for tutors, tutors looking for students. A comprehensive tutor listing service in Canada. Accepting listings from throughout BC. To advertise tutoring, or to search for a tutor, visit www.findAtutor.ca AWARD WINNING CHILDREN’S PERFORMERS ‘The Buddy System’ bring social responsibility curriculum to life with dynamic, fun school concerts. FREE CDs and activity books with booking. 604-215-2760 or info@buddy-system.org TEACHER EXCHANGE Brisbane, Australia with Vancouver elementary teacher for 2006, Will consider other BC locations. Contact kaylenecapra@yahoo.com.au if interested BACK COUNTRY SKIER?. We are looking for a teacher to spend the winter at our back country ski lodge to teach our two girls (Grades 5 & 6). Must be active, enthusiastic: a Mary Poppins who can ski. Background in music is an asset. Please contact Nicoline Beglinger, info@selkirkexperience.com FOR SALE. Playmobil Victorian dollhouse, furniture, misc. sets. Half price. Great for classroom play. 250-245-5569. BILLET EXCHANGE. Grade 5 class wants overnight billets in Victoria in exchange for billets in Burnaby. jaltema@shaw.ca NEW CARS & LIGHT DUTY TRUCKS for teachers to purchase at the lowest dealer cost. All factory incentive programs can be arranged. All vehicles will be registered to you, the purchaser. The New Car Purchase Plan for BC teachers was established in 1973 by Robert Montgomery. Call toll free 1-800-307-4808 or send a fax 1-888-307-1230. Give me your best price and I will better it. That is a promise! LIVE IN THE GULF ISLANDS! Beautiful retirement environment on Gabriola Island! Easy access. Only 20 min. from Nanaimo. Visit online at www.realestate-gabriola.com to see for yourself! Buy now, retire later! E-mail: jheira@realestate-gabriola.com or phone 1-800-205-8080. Jheira Springford, Coast Realty (Gabriola Village). TRAVEL & TEACH ENGLISH OVERSEAS. Jobs $$ guaranteed, great pay. TESOL certified in 5 days in-class (or online or by correspondence). Attend a free info seminar. Free infopack. 1-888-270-2941,www.globaltesol.com TUTORS NEEDED:. Vancouver Academic Tutoring Services Inc. is now accepting applications for part-time tutoring in all subjects and grades starting immediately. Contracts are located at various locations in the Lower Mainland. Flex hours, min. $20/hr. Need ref, resume, transcripts, practicum report/principal evaluation. BCCT certification or document supporting BCCT application in progress. Car required. Contract til June 2005. Please leave name, phone and area of teaching concentration at 604-844-8177. INTERNATIONAL JOB FARE – Toronto, Feb. 7-9, 2005. Attendance is invitation only. Ray Sparks, raysparks@eastlink.ca or visit www.search-associates.com. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12880,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2000 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 12, Number 7, May/June 2000 Health and Safety BCTF creates health and safety committee and trainers by Lynne Sinclair The BCTF Executive Committee has created a new provincial health and safety advisory committee and a health and safety trainers group. The BCTF AGM voted to expand and develop the health and safety program and these two initiatives will enhance member involvement in health and safety by providing a forum for discussion and advice and by the provision of skilled, trained teachers who can facilitate health and safety training in locals. The postings are out for both the committee and the trainers. Consider applying and offering your expertise and advice in the health and safety area. The new legislation requires eight hours of training annually of all health and safety committee members and the Federation will be in a position by September to offer this training as part of our commitment to teachers training teachers. Our courses will be WCB-approved with the added advantage that they will be relevant to teachers, reflecting schools as workplaces, and the work of teachers. We have recently won more cases of voice dysfunction, a major occupational hazard of teachers. Thanks to our advocacy, the WCB is now recognizing this hazard and is accepting claims. In addition, the BCTF is working with the Provincial Voice Care Program to develop and conduct a survey of our members in order to identify the risk factors associated with voice dysfunction. We have requested funding from WCB to support the survey and have received an initial favourable response. The health and safety program has already brought in money from both the ministry and WCB to support violence prevention initiatives and has helped educate WCB about teacher health and safety issues. Successful claims and appeals of claims have also resulted in savings to the Salary Indemnity Plan, which is paid for by teachers. The benefits of the program are far-ranging. Of course, the most important benefit is the increased health and safety of teachers that results from our education and prevention efforts. The voice dysfunction survey will help focus our prevention efforts so that teachers’ vocal cords are not injured on the job. Teachers are all at risk from this injury, but some who appear to have an increased risk are language teachers, primary teachers, physical education teachers, music teachers, and drama teachers. One of our key health and safety issues, indoor air quality, is also linked to an increased risk for voice dysfunction. The BCTF was asked by the CTF to attend a meeting of Health Canada in Ottawa. The meeting was held to discuss indoor air quality in schools and Health Canada’s possible contribution and involvement in assisting the education stakeholders in this regard. The BCTF was asked to participate because of the extensive work the Federation has done on indoor air quality. Our presentation to the committee was well received and again may result in additional resources in the area of indoor air quality. We asked Health Canada to lend its considerable expertise and knowledge to our cause. The committee is developing an indoor air quality guide for schools that is adapted from the Environmental Protection Agency’s “Tools for Schools” kit in the United States. There is increasing medical research that links serious health effects to mould. It is now estimated, according to David Miller of Carleton University, an internationally recognized expert on mould, that mould and moisture can powerfully affect respiratory health, equal to the impact of breathing second-hand smoke. In addition to our concerns about mould, we urged Health Canada to adopt ventilation standards that are independent of the privately-established ones adopted by WCB. We believe that the Canadian government should be establishing indoor air quality standards for our public schools that reflects our health concerns, not only of teachers and support staff, but of students. Currently, a private organization of engineers largely based in the United States, called ASHRAE, establishes ventilation rates for schools and they have recently voted to reduce those rates due to a strong lobby from southern, humid states such as Florida. We are hopeful that Health Canada will work with us to establish government standards reflective of our country’s climate and level of health protection. Lynne Sinclair is the BCTF’s health and safety officer. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=30307,BCTF News Releases  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources   For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development News Release Archives 2014  2013  2012    2011 2010  2009  2008 2007  2006  Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2013 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  June 7, 2012 BC teachers congratulate new education minister  The teachers of BC want to congratulate Surrey-Fleetwood MLA Peter Fassbender on his appointment to serve in cabinet as minister of education.  “We look forward to working with Minister Fassbender as we continue our efforts to negotiate a collective agreement that meets the needs of students and teachers across BC,” said Susan Lambert, president of the BC Teachers’ Federation.   The BCTF bargaining team has been in talks with representatives of the BC Public School Employers’ Association since the beginning of February. Negotiations have been moving forward on a number of issues, but there is uncertainty due to the lack of resources at the table to meet the clear need for a fair deal for teachers and better support for students, especially those with special needs.  In the past decade, per-student funding in BC has fallen to the lowest in Canada. It is now almost $1,000 per student below the national average, according to the latest Statistics Canada data. With the lowest student-educator ratio in the country, it would require BC to hire 6,600 more teachers just to get up to the national average.  Last week the BCTF wrote to Premier Christy Clark requesting a meeting to discuss the challenges facing public education in BC. Lambert noted that Clark has publicly stated that she wants to work with the labour movement and especially that she wants to achieve labour peace in schools. “More than anyone else, teachers want harmony and stability in our public education system,” Lambert said. “However, any successful agreement will have to address the chronic underfunding in BC schools that has left parents scrambling to fundraise millions of dollars to supplement inadequate learning resources, and teachers struggling to meet diverse student needs in overcrowded classrooms.”  Lambert also stated that any fair deal would further respect teachers’ right to free collective bargaining, a right that has been reaffirmed by the BC Supreme Court in a landmark ruling. “We recognize that massive change can’t happen overnight, but we do need to see a commitment to a plan that will mean smaller classes, more support for students with special needs, and a fair deal for teachers,” Lambert said. -  30  - For more information, contact Nancy Knickerbocker, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell). Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=23308,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 23, Number 7, May/June 2011 Strategies to support LGBTQ members who choose to be “out” at work By James Chamberlain Our lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, two-spirited, and questioning (LGBTQ) colleagues sometimes face isolation within our schools and are silenced inadvertently by our inaction. How can we help to create more accepting workplaces where our LGBTQ colleagues can be open about their lives? What can we do individually or collectively to make a positive difference? Here is a short list of some concrete actions you can take: Talk positively about LGBTQ people and their contributions to society. This will show our out colleagues that you are someone they can trust. Make sure staff social functions include invitations that are inclusive of same-gender families. Include gender neutral terms on invites and posters like “Partners and significant others are most welcome!” Model what you believe. Talk positively about same-gender families and/or LGBTQ issues within your classroom during teachable moments as well as via the existing curriculum. Share stories about student responses to these issues in the staffroom. This will encourage your straight colleagues to do the same. It will also show support for an LGBTQ staff member who may not be out at work yet. Talk to your LGBTQ colleague about their partner/spouse and family. Get to know your colleague as a friend and educate yourself more about LGBTQ issues along the way. Support your LGBTQ colleague like you would any other. This includes both verbally and non-verbally. Encourage your LGBTQ colleague to be open about their life with students at all grade levels. Support her or him if you hear concerns expressed from parents or colleagues. As a straight ally you have a lot of power to make your school and workplace more inclusive and accepting! Help organize and celebrate events in your school like Pride Day, the Day of Pink, and the International Day Against Homophobia. These are tangible ways to show you care about your LGBTQ students and colleagues. Listen, listen, listen! Be empathic and show you are willing to take the time for your LGBTQ colleague. Model acceptance of differences in everything you do. Become a safe contact person for LGBTQ youth or a Gay Straight Alliance (GSA) sponsor teacher within your secondary school. This will show out colleagues how much you care. Post rainbow stickers or antihomophobia and transphobia posters in your classroom. Educate your students about the harm that homophobia and transphobia cause the school culture and society as a whole. The stickers are a symbol of pride for LGBTQ people. Sometimes, they are the opener for great conversations that you might not otherwise have! Challenge homophobia and transphobia in the school through the direct education of your peers and students. The BCTF and Pride Education Network have many useful resources for you at: www.pridenet.ca. These are just a few simple ways in which you can make a positive difference. Pick one or two and take action now! James Chamberlain is an assistant director, BCTF Professional and Social Issues Division. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Touring a natural gas drilling rig with @MLA Mike Bernier, and Brian from EnCana http://t.co/AifdJ4H07b" @Teresa_Wat - 06:01pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=17582,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 5, March 2009  NGOs provide global education resources By Heather Turnbull International Development Week (IDW) February 1–7, 2009 highlighted and illustrated the work of Canada’s development community. For teachers, the IDW offers a ready made opportunity to help students and the broader school community to focus on global issues and to get involved. IDW provides a great opportunity to: increase the awareness of the role Canadians play in international development. learn more about life in developing countries. be inspired and find out how to become global citizens, actively involved in international development. The BC Council for International Co-operation is a coalition of non-governmental organizations (NGOs) operating locally and globally, to reduce global poverty and achieve sustainable human development. BCCIC highlights global education initiatives, including specific projects, workshops, and resources that NGOs have developed for BC schools and educators. Many NGOs are building partnerships with teachers and schools and implementing projects that deepen students’ understanding of what it means to be a global citizen. VIDEA Victoria International Development Education Association (VIDEA) has worked to inform and inspire youth, students, and teachers for close to 30 years. VIDEA is excited to announce a new series of free interactive workshops that take a participatory approach to bringing global issues into the classroom. All workshops are designed to inspire and empower students and teachers with the knowledge and resources to further explore the issues and get involved outside the classroom setting. Upcoming workshops are free and topics include Education for All, Migrant Labour, Ethical Consumption and the Chocolate Trade, and Colonialism, Power and the Global Economy. In addition, VIDEA’s website, www.videa.ca, provides learning resources on topics relating to community development, the environment, and free trade. Global stewardship The Global Stewardship Program at Capilano University is delivering a series of workshops at secondary schools designed to engage students with the United Nations Millennium Development Goals. A final conference is scheduled for May 2009. All secondary school students in Grade 11 or 12 are invited to enter the You Too Video, Audio Podcast, or PowerPoint contest, in which there is a total of $1,000 in prizes. Winning entries will be highlighted at the conference. The deadline is February 20, and details can be found at www.capilanou.ca/globalstewardship. Seva Canada Seva Canada is an international eye-care charity with programs in Nepal, Tibet, India, Tanzania, Egypt, Cambodia, and Guatemala. As part of its public outreach, Seva offers a live, multimedia adaptation of Tolstoy’s The Three Questions, for Grades 3 to 6. A young prince discovers the importance of kindness and forgiveness through his quest for the answers to three questions. Information about blindness, its causes, and prevention is an optional part of the presentation, to connect the concept of kindness and social responsibility with Seva’s international development work. A resource manual, Active Citizenship, developed by Seva, is available and provides lesson plans for students to create and develop their own service projects. Contact Paula Ford at paula@seva.ca. Partners for prosperity Partners for Prosperity (PPP), a Shawnigan Lake NGO, has been building bridges of understanding and shared learning with students in the Cowichan Valley and surrounding districts. PPP is able to assist teachers and school districts in developing and locating programs and resources to meet their needs in the areas of youth leadership, cross-cultural understanding, food security, and community capacity building through their network of over 100 projects locally and internationally. Contact Barb Kruger at partners@mgvinc.com. African community technical services Over the last three years, African Community Technical Services (ACTS) has supported the development of global awareness, citizenship, and social responsibility with over 200 children at E.S. Richards Elementary School in Mission. ACTS has played a significant role in bringing fresh water to rural villages in Uganda for 20 years and ACTS staff and volunteers have used this knowledge to form a school club for students that is twinned with a village school in Uganda. Through slideshows, artifacts, and demonstration activities, ACTS has discussed issues in education, health, water, and sanitation. Hundreds of letters, valentines, and art work have passed back and forth between communities. Currently ACTS is distributing student-purchased malaria nets in Ugandan villages. ACTS looks forward to assisting other schools with global awareness initiatives. Contact Richard Roberts at roberts@acts.ca. Trans Himalayan aid society The Trans Himalayan Aid Society (TRAS) is a small Vancouver-based NGO, which supports health and education for children and youth in the Himalayan regions of India, Nepal, and Tibet. TRAS work has been supported both by schools and students interested in finding ways to help children in poorer parts of the world. Over the past five years, students at Argyle Secondary School, in North Vancouver, have raised funds to support a vocational training program in Nepal for the destitute and the street children. Inspired by student action, the student council at North Van’s Sutherland Secondary School took up the same challenge three years ago. Both student groups have raised substantial funds for projects. TRAS supports students’ efforts with talks, slideshows, displays, pamphlets, newsletters, and letters from the field. TRAS is amazed by the students’ enthusiasm and is looking for other schools to get involved. Contact tras@portal.ca. Global studies program The Global Studies Program at Vancouver Island University and Global Village Nanaimo, an independent non-profit society engaged in fair trade, currently sponsor a public speaker series. In this series, NGOs describe their involvement in finding solutions and giving renewed hope in various parts of the world. According to Dr. Catherine Schittecatte, chair of both Political Science and the Global Studies Program and also Global Studies internship co-ordinator, “Not only do these speakers contribute their direct and personal experiences in various parts of the world, but they provide students with a sentiment of empowerment when exposed to the feasibility of the very constructive and positive work that these speakers have undertaken with marked results.” Speakers not only complement classroom material with real life experiences but they open students’ eyes to the possibilities of their own involvement in post-graduate careers. For information on this series, contact Samantha Letourneau at gvnanaimo@gmail.com. BCCIC is committed to international co-operation by supporting the work of our members and by promoting and mobilizing British Columbians as active global citizens. BCCIC’s work is undertaken with the financial support of the Government of Canada through the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA). Contact BCCIC for information on member organizations’ work both locally and globally at info@bccic.ca, or to learn about IDW activities across BC and Canada please visit CIDA’s website: www.acdi-cida.gc.ca/IDW. Heather Turnbull is program officer for BC Council for International Co-operation. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7292&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 4, January/February 2006 Walking the picket line: Powerful professional development by Mike Lombardi When I was visiting the picket line at a Coquitlam elementary school in October, I realized that, in addition to taking a stand for their students and their rights, those teachers were engaging in powerful professional development. On return visits during the job action, I saw teachers engaged in individual and collective professional learning as they reflected on their actions and on their conversations with colleagues and members of the public. Teachers know that powerful professional development is teacher-directed, needs-based, goal-focused, experiential, sustained, and undertaken individually and collectively. Effective PD also requires time for critical reflection and engagement. Powerful PD can be even more unifying when it engages the heart and the mind. Walking the line during the job action was certainly teacher-directed. The teachers’ courageous decision to leave their classrooms and to stand up for their students, their rights, and their profession followed school- and local-based meetings. The goals of the job action were to improve students’ learning conditions, to restore teachers’ collective bargaining rights, and to achieve a fair and reasonable salary increase. The goals were based on needs the teachers identified. The job action was experiential and sustained. During many hours on the line, teachers talked with colleagues about ideas and strategies for handling the challenges facing their students. Lesson ideas, teaching strategies, learning resources, and many other practical ideas were shared and discussed on the line. Teachers had the time to engage in a sustained dialogue about professional issues, something that rarely occurs in the busy and fast-paced reality of school. Teachers also had an opportunity to learn about the interests and passions of their colleagues. New friendships were forged as teachers and support staff walked and talked about their hopes, dreams, and challenges. The picket line also allowed teachers to engage in critical reflection on the challenges facing public education and the teaching profession. Class size, education funding, the role of the media, working and learning conditions, and the politics of education were passionately discussed. The dialogue took place while teachers enjoyed the endless supply of donuts and coffee provided by supportive students and parents. The job action engaged the hearts and minds of teachers. They were inspired by the leadership of BCTF President Jinny Sims, and by the generosity and support of students, parents, retired teachers, members of other unions, and members of the community. The food vouchers from the Federation of Post Secondary Educators, the creation of the BC Teacher Hardship Fund by the Canadian Teachers’ Federation, and other acts of generosity were truly inspiring. Acting together, teachers courageously demonstrated their resolve to bring about improved learning conditions for students. That engagement of the mind and the heart reminded teachers that teaching is a calling and that many become teachers to make a difference in the lives of children. While teachers are now once again focused on teaching and learning activities in their schools, the experience of the job action created a firm resolve to exercise professional rights and responsibilities. The experience of walking the line should inspire teachers to advocate for time and resources for professional development and to ensure that PD continues to be teacher-directed, needs-based, goal-focussed, experiential, and sustained. Mike Lombardi is an assistant director in the BCTF Professional and Social Issues Division, on educational leave until June 30, 2006.)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2014/05/bc-teachers-liability-lockout.html?showComment0751401252113941,Staffroom Confidential: BC Teachers: Liability & the Lockout Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, May 27, 2014 BC Teachers: Liability & the Lockout The war of words between the BCTF and the BC Government, heated up this week as the government denied that their lockout prevented teachers from organizing and participating in extra-curricular events and blamed the BCTF for warning its members of potential liability. The Victoria Times Colonist reported this morning: Education Minister Peter Fassbender said he was against any disruption of extracurricular and volunteer opportunities. “I think that’s a shame,” he said. “As I said at the beginning, I am concerned because this is now affecting students and their parents and the communities. Teachers have a choice to participate in extracurricular activities as they have previously.” While the union said teachers should wait until there is confirmation from WorkSafe B.C. that they are on solid ground with extracurricular activity during the partial lockout, Fassbender said WorkSafe B.C. coverage for teachers will not be compromised. “Any teacher that is at any activity that is sanctioned by a school district is absolutely covered by WorkSafe. There is no question of that." ( - See more at: http://www.timescolonist.com/news/local/union-tells-teachers-to-stop-volunteering-cites-liability-concerns-1.1076148#sthash.BWAx6nAh.dpuf) What are the facts we know? The first claim, that teachers are covered by WCB (WorksafeBC), is almost certainly false. WCB has been issuing orders denying WCB coverage to teachers involved in extra-curricular activities for some time now. See, for example, this WCAT (the appeal body of the WCB) decision. In it, the adjudicator determines that coverage is not provided because the activity was not "work" for the following reasons: "...the worker was injured outside normal working hours; he was not  involved in an activity that was part of his job; he was not instructed or otherwise  directed by the employer to carry out the activity; the activity was not supervised by a  representative of the employer having supervisory authority; and fitness was not a job  requirement. Those factors are more critical to an assessment of whether the soccer  game was part of the worker’s employment, and whether the injury arose out and in the  course of employment. " In the current circumstances, it is likely that most extra-curricular activities teachers have planned would take place in similar conditions. They are not activities in which the teacher is "directed" by the employer because they are voluntary. So if a teacher isn't covered by WCB, then what? In the normal course of events, the teacher would probably be covered by the School District liability insurance. All BC School Districts are "self insured" with the government insurance program, called the School Protection Program. This provides insurance similar to your home insurance - for injuries, for example. It also provides legal support when a School District, or their employees in the course of their work, are sued. The SPP has an "Administrator's Manual" on its web site. The Manual specifically advises that: This handbook should not be used as more than a general introduction to  coverage available under SPP. It is not legal advice and does not modify  actual coverage wordings. Not all activities or losses are covered.  Nevertheless, even if we ignore this caveat (as one might in the normal course of things), there is an additional concern. The Manual indicates that coverage is not provided for "illegal acts". Why is this a problem? Well, the letter from Marchbank very clearly directs teachers that they are locked out for certain specified hours. Specifically, teachers are: "directed not to attend their workplace earlier than 45 minutes before the commencement of their instructional time or later than 45 minutes after the end of their instructional time". This means that a teacher who is on School District property during these times may be trespassing. The application of the tort of trespass has been successfully used to prevent workers from picketing on employer property. Whether it can or would be used by an insurance agent in respect of a damages claim is any one's guess. Here's what I do know. WCB makes it's own decisions. It has issued no information. Neither Fassbender, nor a Superintendent, nor BCPSEA can "assure" teachers they are covered under WCB and the evidence based on previous decisions suggest they are not. No one knows the possible outcome of a damages claim involving the SPP under a partial lockout. Likely not even an SPP official could provide an answer - it would end up at the courts. The BCTF is obligated to provide advice that respects the safety and security of its members. Their advice to warn members of potential liability risks seems perfectly reasonable to me. Given that a single injury claim can be financially debilitating for an individual, I wouldn't take the risk myself. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 9:23 AM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 6 comments: Ed SMay 27, 2014 at 10:20 AM The case cited here is my WCB case which I am still appealing. The frustrating part is that my colleague was injured the following week and he was covered. His injury involved surgery, therapy and TOC time (at least $5000 total) and my injury required $355 of therapy with no missed school. So when the Minister "assures" us that we are covered do NOT believe him.ReplyDelete Tara EhrckeMay 27, 2014 at 11:24 AM Good luck with your appeal. Yes - given the huge variety of activities and circumstances it is very misleading for Fassbender to make a blanket statement.ReplyDelete Troylana MMay 27, 2014 at 9:41 PM excellent and clear to the point tara....love your writings....keep up the great work in the communication end of things!!ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeMay 28, 2014 at 6:27 PM Thank you!Delete Reply KamloopsEdTechMay 27, 2014 at 11:07 PM Should teachers on school Health & safety committees then be getting their committees to warning staff then to not participate in Extra curricular because of possible lack of coverage?ReplyDelete Tara EhrckeMay 28, 2014 at 6:27 PM Yes. And BCTF has sent this advice to locals already.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ▼  May (5) Why I'm on the picket line BC Teachers' Wage & Class size proposals: Myths & ... BC Teachers: Liability & the Lockout When is a lockout not a lockout? The ABCs of the teachers' fight ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141007,play.google.com,https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.huffingtonpost.android&hl=et,Huffington Post - Android-rakendused teenuses Google Play Otsing Pildid Maps YouTube Gmail Drive Tõlge Mobile Rohkem Blogger Account Options Logi sisse Rakendused Minu rakendused Pood Mängud Toimetaja valik Filmid ja TV Minu filmid ja saated Pood Filmid TV Stuudiod Võrgud Muusika Minu muusika Pood Raamatud Minu raamatud Pood Õpikud Kiosk Minu kiosk Pood Seadmed Pood Pood Minu tegevus teenuses Play Minu sooviloend Lunastamine Kinkekaardi ostmine Google Play krediidi ostmine Kategooriad Elustiil Finants Fotograafia Haridus Ilm Isikupärastamine Koomiksid Liikuvad taustapildid Meditsiiniline Meedia ja video Meelelahutus Mujal ja kohalik Muusika ja heli Ostud Produktiivsus Raamatud ja viited Side Sport Suhtlus Teegid ja demo Tervis ja sport Transport Tööriistad Uudised ja ajakirjad Vidinad Äri Mängud Arkaadmängud Kaardimängud Kasiino Lauamängud Muusika Mõistatusmängud Märulimängud Perekond Rollimängud Seiklusmängud Simulatsioonmängud Spordimängud Strateegia Sõnamängud Vabaajamängud Viktoriinimängud Võidusõit Õppemängud Avaleht Müügiedetabel Uued väljalasked Minu tellimused Seaded Android-seadme haldur Huffington Post HuffingtonPost.com - 1. oktoober 2014 Uudised ja ajakirjad 1 Installi Lisa sooviloendisse Lisamine ... Lisatud sooviloendisse Eemalda Eemaldamine ... Seadme ühilduvuse laadimine ... (20 440) Kas tõlkida kirjeldus Google'i tõlke abil eesti keelde? Tõlgi kirjeldus tagasi inglise keelde. Tõlgi Kirjeldus Featuring real-time updates from HuffPost's Pulitzer-prize winning newsroom, the app lets your voice be heard by commenting on articles, and sharing your favorite stories and opinion pieces with friends, family, and coworkers in your social networks. The new "universal" version of the app supports multiple devices -- including phones, and 7-inch and 10-inch tablets, both with grid and list layouts -- and also offers a unique "night mode" feature. You can also download stories for offline reading – no connections needed. And it’s global – our app connects you with the best from our international editions, including the UK, Canada, France, Germany, Spain, Italy, Japan, Brazil, and South Korea. Lisaks reaalajas uuendusi HuffPost on Pulitzeri võitnud toimetus, app võimaldab oma hääl kuuldavaks kommenteerida artikleid, ning jagades oma lemmik lugusid ja arvamuslood sõprade, perekonna ja töökaaslastega oma sotsiaalseid võrgustikke. Uus "universaalne" versiooni app toetab erinevaid seadmeid - sealhulgas telefonid, ja 7-tolline ja 10-tolline tabletid, nii grid ja nimekiri paigutusega - ja pakub ka ainulaadset "night mode" funktsioon. Võite alla laadida ka lugusid offline lugemine - no ühendusi vaja. Ja see on globaalne - meie app teieni parima meie rahvusvahelised väljaanded, sealhulgas Suurbritannia, Kanada, Prantsusmaa, Saksamaa, Hispaania, Itaalia, Jaapan, Brasiilia ja Lõuna-Korea. Lisateave Enne arvustuse saatmist peate selle rakenduse installima. Teenuse Google Play arvustustes kasutatakse nüüd teenust Google+, nii näete lihtsamalt teile oluliste inimeste arvamust. Uued arvustused lingitakse avalikult teie Google+ profiiliga. Vanade arvustuste puhul kuvatakse teie nimena nüüd „Google'i kasutaja”. Registreeru teenuse Google+ kasutajaks Teenuse Google Play arvustustes kasutatakse nüüd teenust Google+, nii näete lihtsamalt teile oluliste inimeste arvamust. Uued arvustused lingitakse avalikult teie Google+ profiiliga. Vanade arvustuste puhul kuvatakse teie nimena nüüd „Google'i kasutaja”. Jätka Kirjutage arvustus Saada arvustus Minu arvustus Arvustuse esitas Arvustused Kasulikkus Uusimad Hinne Kasulikkus Arvustuse kirjutamine 3,8 Kokku 20 440 5 8 981 4 5 246 3 2 167 2 1 278 1 2 734 Mis on uut? Expanded Notifications Lisateave Täiendav teave Värskendatud 1. oktoober 2014 Suurus Oleneb seadmest Installimised 1 000 000-5 000 000 Praegune versioon Oleneb seadmest Nõuab Androidi Oleneb seadmest Sisu reiting Teismelised Load Üksikasjade kuvamine Teavitamine Sobimatuks märkimine Pakub: HuffingtonPost.com Arendaja Külastage veebisaiti E-posti aadress android@huffingtonpost.com Privaatsuseeskirjad Sarnased BBC News BBC Worldwide (Ltd) 1 Tasuta Get the latest world and regional news from the BBC’s global network of more than 2000 journalists. From breaking news, to business, entertainment, technology, the arts and sport, all divided into clear sections, this free app lets you watch video reports, listen to live radio and read the latest updates wherever you are. Key features:  • All the latest news as it happens  • Watch or listen to the latest news headlines  • Opt in for breaking news push notifications  • Download the latest stories when you have a signal and then read them offline at your leisure  • Share stories to a range of social networks, or email/SMS to a friend  • Personalise the home screen by adding, removing and re-ordering news categories to suit your preferences  • Listen live to BBC World Service radio  • Home screen widgets to keep you up to date  • Settings to allow the app to automatically update in the background  • Set text size to suit your preferences  • Ability to send stories, video, and photos directly to the BBC News team  • Full range of News categories: Top stories, US & Canada, Europe, Latin America, Asia, Middle East, Africa, UK, Technology, Business, Features & Analysis, Science & Environment, Entertainment & Arts, Health, Also In The News, Sport  • Ability to store the app on the SD card. Widgets will not be available if you choose to use this function. This is a feature of the Android system. *Currently unavailable for devices running 2.2 and below. We are working on a fix and this will be available soon. Version 2.4.4:  • Push notifications for big breaking news stories  • Landscape support for all devices  • Various bug fixes including an issue that occasionally caused duplicate push notifications. If you choose to receive push notifications, a unique identifier relating to your device will be stored by ProcessOne on behalf of the BBC to provide you with the service. No other personal data relating to you (such as a username or email address) is processed. The BBC will keep your information secure and not share it with anyone else in accordance with the BBC’s Privacy and Cookies Policy, available at http://www.bbc.co.uk/privacy/ You can choose to unsubscribe from push notifications in the app’s settings screen. Permissions:  • INTERNET: Used to get the latest news content from the BBC  • ACCESS_NETWORK_STATE: Used to determine whether you are on 3G or WiFi to deliver the best quality content  • WAKE_LOCK: Used if you enable background updates in settings  • GET_ACCOUNTS: Used to determine if your device is capable of receiving Push messages  • C2D_RECEIVE/C2D_MESSAGE: Used to receive Push messages if you opt in 1 Tasuta CNN Breaking US & World News CNN 1 Tasuta CNN connects you to the world -- wherever you are. The redesigned CNN App for Android has been rebuilt and redesigned for use on both your phone and tablet. Stay informed with the latest headlines and original stories from around the globe. Follow up-to-the-minute reporting with breaking news alerts and live video. Share stories and videos and comment on top stories. •Get breaking news alerts and follow stories as they develop. •Go beyond the surface with international, politics, opinion, tech and entertainment stories and more. •Watch video clips and coverage of live events as they unfold. View your favorite CNN shows live (as available, check with your cable, satellite or telecommunications provider). •Contribute a story or opinion to CNN iReport by uploading photos and video directly from your app. Follow other iReporters and see stories from their points of view. •Access your local weather information, including current and extended forecasts. •Browse photo galleries related to today’s news. •Sync your Samsung Galaxy Gear to your CNN app and receive breaking news and top stories on your wearable device (available on select Android phones). The CNN App may ask your permission to access certain functions on your device such as location, network connection, camera and social media accounts. Doing so can enhance some features of your app such as weather forecasts, iReport submissions and ability to share stories with your social networks. The CNN App may also ask your permission for “phone calls” to allow you to call CNN regarding story ideas or general feedback. CNN respects your privacy and would never misuse your personal information. Have questions or feedback on the CNN App? E-mail us at Android@cnn.com. We are always looking for suggestions on how to provide the best experience possible for you. 1 Tasuta USA TODAY USA TODAY 1 Tasuta The nation’s news from USA TODAY is accessible 24/7 on your Android phone or tablet. Staying informed has never been this quick, easy or enjoyable. Headlines - Browse the latest headlines in our News, Sports, Life, Money, Tech, Travel and Opinion sections. Stories are updated 24/7 and can be shared via e-mail, Twitter, Facebook or any sharing app you download on your device. Scores - Check out the latest sports scores for the NFL, MLB, NBA, NHL, MLS, college football and college basketball. Weather - Get current conditions, forecasts, and radar maps, and save them for up to ten locations. Photos - Enjoy beautiful photo galleries, including the Day in Pictures, Day in Sports, and Day in Celebrities—you can flip through the day's best photos or play them back as a slideshow and share your favorites with friends. We’ve also added the Editorial Cartoon gallery to the Opinion section. Snapshots - Check out our signature Snapshots in News, Money, Sports, and Life, and vote to see Quick Question results in each one. Offline Reading - Save and read USA TODAY content offline, even when you don't have a connection. *NEW for Android 2.3+ Users: Customized Alerts - Get Breaking News alerts and alerts from USA TODAY sections including News, Sports, Life, Money, or Tech. Choose up to six categories and know more about everything as it happens. *NEW for Android 2.3+ Users: Quiet Time - Set times when an alert won’t initiate a light, sound, or vibration on your device. 1 Tasuta Google'i uudised ja ilm Google Inc. 1 Tasuta Põhjalik ja isikupärastatud ülevaade peamistest ja kohalikest uudistest ning ilmast. • Hõlmab 65 000 väljaannet • Lihtsalt pühkides saate juurdepääsu sellistele kategooriatele nagu Peamised uudised, Tehnoloogia, Sport ja Ilm • Kohandage kujundust 60 riigipõhise väljaande, avaekraani vidinate ja isikupärastatud uudiste valikutega, nagu Hollywood, NASA, Mood või midagi muud, mis teile huvi pakub • Puudutage ükskõik millist lugu, et näha suurt erinevate vaatenurkade valikut, sh põhjalikud reportaažid, arvamused ja kohalikud seisukohad 1 Tasuta NYTimes - Breaking News The New York Times Company 1 Tasuta Introducing The New York Times Android app. Experience The New York Times’s award-winning journalism. Get the latest news, elegantly presented with enhanced imagery, multimedia and streamlined navigation. Stay informed on world news, national news, business, the arts, technology, style, sports, food, travel, opinions and more. The New York Times app also includes our International Edition with breaking news, world news, current events and cultural content from our 50 newspaper bureaus around the globe. Named Editors’ Choice as one of the top apps on Google Play, The New York Times app connects you to your favorite newspaper anywhere you are, anytime you want to read it. We’re breaking news, world news and national news in your pocket. Download the NYTimes Android app for FREE today, and subscribe to receive your first 14 days at no cost. All users can access up to 10 free articles per month, from any section. App Features: • Watch exclusive videos and browse our award-winning photography • Breaking news alerts — be the first to know about current events as soon as they occur • Get the latest news in less time with automatic background refresh • Save NYT articles to revisit later on any device (web, phone, tablet) • Customize your news experience with home screen widgets • Share The Times’s articles, photos and videos through Facebook, Twitter, email and SMS • Sit back and have the latest NYT news read to you aloud with text to speech • Read more comfortably in low-light with “night mode" • Miss recent world news or national news? Quickly search by topic, name or interest • Join the conversations — view and write comments on articles, or use speech-to-text to “speak in” comments • Get a daily photo preview of the day’s top stories in the Android notification area • Have a Samsung Style Pen (S Pen)? Annotate articles and save your notes for future reference For unlimited access to our award-winning journalism, subscribe now and get your first 14 days free via Google Play.* Subscriptions are $14.99/month (Smartphone + Web), $19.99/month (Tablet + Web) and $34.99/month (All Digital Access includes tablet and smartphone apps). All subscriptions are auto-renewable. Feedback? Suggestions? Issues? Please contact our support team at android@nytimes.com. We’ll do our best to assist you. Your feedback is important to us. *Promotional offers for new subscribers only. Smartphone and tablet apps are not supported on all devices. Prices shown are in U.S. dollars, and local pricing is available in over 55 countries. Other restrictions apply. 1 Tasuta Fast News Pinenuts Android Developers 1 Tasuta Fast and lightweight mobile news feed reader for your country major newspapers! Supported countries are USA, UK, Ireland, India, Canada, Australia, Malaysia and many more. Choose, read and easily compare the most famous newspapers with your mobile free of charge and in the fastest way possible. All the headlines of major newspapers in the palm of your hand. If you want to stay up to date with what happens in your country and use as little time as possible, then this app is what you need! Fast News is a RSS Feed Reader but unlike other feature rich news readers, it will bring you directly to the news without wasting any time messing around with the user interface or news loading. It is the best app for the daily reader. This app is still in Beta state, please provide feedback! Fast News US version will show you the content of the public rss feeds from these major United States newspapers: * The New York Times * New York Daily News * USA Today * L.A. Times * Huffington Post * CNN * Washington Post * MSNBC * NPR * Reuters * NYPost * Newsday * Denver Post * Dallas Morning * ABC News * Fox News Latest * ESPN Sport News * The Daily Beast * Forbes * Salon * The Nation * Yahoo! News US * USA Reddit channel * Wall Street Journal For UK: * Daily Mail * Daily Mirror * Daily Star * BBC UK * Daily Telegraph * Reuters UK * Daily Express * Daily Record * The Guardian * The Independent * The Herald * The Conversation * Sky News * Huffington Post UK * UnitedKingdom Reddit * #UK #NEWS Twitter For India (various languages): * Dainik Jagran National * Dainik Bhaskar * Hindustan * Amar Ujala * Times Of India (TOI) * Jagran Post * Rajasthan Patrika * Mid-Day * Malayala Manorama * Prabhat Khabar * The Hindu * Deccan Chronicle * Hindustan Times * Mathrubhumi * Deccan Herald * NDTV News * Financial Chronicle * Lokmat * Dinakaran * RediffNews * Economic Times * Telegraph India * New Indian Express * Reddit India /r/india * #India #News Twitter For Ireland: * Irish Examiner * Irish Daily Star * Irish Independent * Irish Central * Herald * RTÉ * BreakingNews.ie For Canada (in English and French): * Toronto Star * The Globe and Mail * Le Journal de Montréal * La Presse * Montreal Gazette * The Vancouver Sun * The Toronto Sun * The Province * National Post * Calgary Herald * Winnipeg Free * Ottawa Citizen * Edmonton Journal * Chronicle Herald For Australia: * Australian Broadcasting Corporation (ABC) * Herald Sun * Courier-Mail * Sydney Morning Herald (SMH) * The West Australian * The Age * The Advertiser (Adelaide) * The Conversation * The Australian * Perth Now * SBS World News For Malaysia (In Malay, English and Chinese): * Borneo Post * The Sun Daily * Harian Metro * NewStraitsTimes * Free Malaysia Today * HarakahDaily * Oriental Daily * MalaysiaKini * Berita Harian * The Malaysian Insider If you want another newspaper to be included in the list, please send us an email. Features: * Very fast and lightweight newsreader * Immediate and simple to use * Optimized for low bandwidth usage and high download speed * Easy to compare an article between different newspapers * Choose only the newspapers you want and change their order * Front page of the most important newspapers in your country with all the currents news and stories about politics crimes gossip sport government taxes crisis economics finances * Many countries supported: United States of America, United Kingdom, Canada, Australia, Ireland, Malaysia, India, Germany, France, Italy, Netherlands, Spain, Mexico, Argentina, China, Taiwan, Belgium, Austria * Share the news with friends through mail, social networks, Facebook, Twitter, Whatsapp or any other app you have installed. * The best for the daily reader Disclaimer: This app is not affiliated nor related with any of the newspapers cited here. The content the app shows comes from publicly available RSS feeds from the newspapers which retains all copyrights and thus the app is not to be held responsible for any of the content displayed. 1 Tasuta Fox News FOX News Network, LLC 1 Tasuta Follow dynamic, real-time reporting from Fox News in the enhanced app for Android, rebuilt from the ground up. Get comprehensive coverage of the day’s hottest stories with Fox News alerts, Fair and Balanced headlines, live streaming video through Fox News Go, vibrant photo galleries, and the latest video clips from your favorite shows on demand! Video - With Fox News Go, 24/7 live Fox News Channel and Fox Business Network anytime, anywhere* - View streaming coverage of live events and exclusive programming available only online Multitasking - Browse the latest headlines while watching Fox News live coverage and clips on demand - Adjust the player size to you preference – go full screen by flipping your phone into landscape or shrink it down to audio only. Watch it your way Breaking News & Alerts - Subscribe to Fox News Alerts to follow breaking news as it happens - Keep an eye on the Breaking News Hub to stay up to date on a story as it unfolds Enhanced News Format - Articles now offer related content – view videos, slideshows, and lists for the news that matters to you Shows - View the latest videos from the #1 cable news shows and anchors on Fox News Channel - Connect with your favorite shows and news personalities on Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, and more directly from the app Please Note: - The Fox News 2.0 app is available for 4.0 and up - Saved articles and weather preferences will not transfer to version 2.0 - Users will need to re-enter credentials for their cable, satellite, and telco providers to watch Fox News Channel and Fox Business Network live - Fox News Radio has been removed from the app, download the Fox News Radio app on the Google Play to listen live * An authorized pay TV subscription is required in order to watch live FOX News Channel and FOX Business Network. 1 Tasuta NewsHunt : India News | eBooks Ver sé Innovation 1 Tasuta ★ Top 10 Consumer Mobile Apps in India - Nielsen Consumer Rankings ★ ★ Must Have App - Live Mint ★ ★ World Class app from Indian App Developer - Next Big What ★ ★ Winner GSMA Mobile Award for Best Mobile Publishing Product ★ ★ Winner mBillionth Award for News & Journalism ★ Join over 50 million people in India who love and use NewsHunt to read News, eBooks and Magazines in 12 languages. NewsHunt brings together largest collection of regional language news & ebooks from the world. NEWS FEATURES • Read News from National & Regional Newspapers, Websites & other News sources • Support for 11 Indian languages, even if your phone doesn't support the language & font. Latest news available in Hindi, Malayalam, Tamil, Telugu, Kannada, Bengali, Marathi, Gujarati, Punjabi, Oriya & Urdu • Get Local News from over 600 Indian districts & towns, plus Cricket scores, weather, horoscopes, stock updates & classifieds • Opt in to get Alerts & Notifications of Breaking News even when you’re not using the app • Set text size and background color to suit your preference • Home screen widget that shows latest news stories from recently read Newspapers. • Share News over SMS, Whatsapp, Email, Facebook or any other app you have installed • Features hundreds of fully licensed partners including The Indian Express, Rajasthan Patrika, Prabhat Khabar, Mathrubhumi, lokmat, Malayala Manorama, Dinakaran, Dinamalar, Eenadu, Sakshi, Ananda Bazaar Patrika, Deccan Herald, Sakaal, Divya Bhaskar, Jagbani, India Today, BBC (Hindi), Siasat & more BOOK STORE/READER FEATURES • Browse, download and read the largest collection of regional language eBooks. Read authors including Surendra Mohan Pathak, Chetan Bhagat, Rajesh Kumar, Sudha Murthy, Kannadhasan, and Deepak Chopra as well as international best selling authors. • Choose from thousands of free ebooks such as The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes to Alice in Wonderland • Easily shop for ebooks, including new releases in every category including New York Times® best sellers. • Read mobile optimized magazines & magazine singles(single articles) from leading magazines like Saras Salil, Caravan, Stardust, Champak, Savvy, Grihshobha & Manohar Kahaniyan. • Pay using your mobile phone in addition to your credit/debit cards - Buy eBook using your mobile operator. Available for Indian customers only. • Customize Your Reading—Choose your preferred font size, and background color to read your books. REACH US To report any issues with usage or just to share feedback and tell us how we can improve, write to support@newshunt.com Google+: https://plus.google.com/+newshunt Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/newshunt Twitter: https://twitter.com/newshuntapp 1 Tasuta News Republic – Smarter news News Republic 1 Tasuta The definitive news app with an elegant design, unrivaled news coverage and a simple, delightful interface optimized for all smartphones and tablets. - Visual: Get all the latest news from your favorite topics in a highly visual format. - Smart: News Republic learns what you like and personalizes your news experience automatically. - Complete: Enjoy complete articles with photos and videos from trusted sources - Personal: Choose only the topics that are of interest to you, and personalize your home screen. - In-depth: Explore related topics via Tag Nav™, our innovative news navigation system. - Customizable: Add custom RSS feed sources from your favorite websites Features hundreds of fully licensed partners including Reuters, Bloomberg, Huffington Post, TechCrunch and many more. Get complete coverage on: National News, Technology, Politics, Sports, Entertainment and many more topics. _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ “News Republic offers the cure for infobesity” CNET. “If you love news, News Republic is the right app for you!” – AppDictions. Best News App! – AppStorm. News Republic is available in 9 regional editions - USA, UK, Germany, Italy, France, Spain, China, LatAm and International _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ PERSONALIZE > EXPLORE > GET ALERTED > SHARE > REACT > RESEARCH Inform yourself - Get News Republic now! Twitter - @newsrepublic Facebook - facebook.com/pages/News.Republic Watch - vimeo.com/channels/newsrepublic 1 Tasuta The Times of India News Times Internet Limited 1 Tasuta What some of our users are saying: ★★★★★ TOI has Soared The new version is pretty clean and attractive. Very responsive and very few lags. New options are very much appreciated. In all a very good update. - Ady Sharma (Nexus 5) ★★★★★ Love the notification feature No need to open the app every important news comes as a notification. - neeraj jadwani (Moto E) ★★★★★ Live TV and Audio is too good! TOI app has been improving with every update. The most recent addition of Times Now TV and Audio is just fabulous. Absolutely best news app in India. - Ninad Oak (Galaxy S3) ★★★★★ TOI is the best English news app The UI is excellent and also news can be read even when not online and saves lot of data not reloading when not required. - Joydeep Kumbhakar (Galaxy S Duos2) The Times of India, India’s largest media house, brings you the best news experience on the go. Download the TOI app on your Android device and stay updated on news from across the world, anywhere, anytime. The TOI app offers everything that an avid news reader is looking for – breaking news, latest headlines, trending news stories and in-depth coverage of sports, entertainment, business and technology including the Mangalyaan mission and Asian Games 2014. From India news to world news, political news to cricket news, technology news to Bollywood news and movie reviews of Bollywood, Hollywood and regional films – get the most relevant coverage of celebrity news. Also available is the vivid photogallery of famous Bollywood celebrities, industrialist, politicians, sports person and events / parties that are the talk of town. Also catch the live coverage of all the breaking news on Times Now Live TV & Times Now Live Audio. 1 Tasuta NBC News NBC News Digital LLC 1 Tasuta NBC News delivers the stories you care about, right now. Get up-to-the-minute breaking news, exclusive interviews, and in-depth reporting from our journalists around the world. The completely redesigned NBC News app can be used on both your phone and tablet. Here are a few highlights: • Faster and more visual than ever before • Stories download automatically so you can keep reading when you’re offline • Even more videos, slideshows and articles now available • Unique split screen plays video while you read stories Our live, continuous coverage gives you all the news you want, and now it’s easier than ever to share the stories that matter most to you. 1 Tasuta Flipboard: Your News Magazine Flipboard 1 Tasuta Flipboard is your personal magazine. It is the most popular way to catch up on the news, read stories from around the world and browse the articles, videos and photos friends are sharing. To begin, pick a few interests and tap any of the tiles to begin flipping through your personal magazine. Add blogs and publications like The New York Times, PEOPLE magazine, Fast Company and many more by using the search bar or tapping the red ribbon to open the Content Guide. You can also connect your social networks like Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, Tumblr and Google+ to see what friends are posting and easily share articles with them. Save the things you find on Flipboard. Tap the “+” button to collect items into your own magazines on any topic, from Great Hikes to Gear & Gadgets. Go to the Content Guide and select “By Our Readers” to explore magazines others are making. Download Flipboard and get started today—it’s free! Highlights: ★ All your news, interests and social updates in one personalized magazine. ★ Save stories you love into your own magazine. Use the “+” button on any item, select ‘create a magazine’ and collect favorite stories, images or videos. ★ Search for anything—people, topics, hashtags, blogs, your favorite sites—and flip through the results in a beautiful magazine format. ★ Connect Flipboard to up to 12 social networks, streamlining your reading and activities like commenting, liking and sharing. Services include Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, Google+, YouTube, LinkedIn, SoundCloud and more. ★ Read Cover Stories for a quick check on what’s happening now. Cover Stories is created just for you and is filled with popular items from everything you’ve added to your Flipboard. ★ Enjoy Flipboard in 18 localized editions—for Australia, Brazil, Canada, China, France, Germany, Hong Kong, India, Italy, Japan, Korea, Latin America, Netherlands, Russia, Spain, Taiwan, U.S. and U.K. ★ Explore hundreds of staff picks in the Content Guide (tap the red ribbon at the top), including must-read magazines and blogs, gorgeous photography and special curated sections devoted to the news of the day and other interests. ★ Use the Flipboard widget for quick access on your Android device. ★ Add content to your Flipboard magazines through the bookmarklet at share.flipboard.com KEEP UP ON FLIPBOARD: For tips and other helpful information visit our website http://www.flipboard.com and follow us via @flipboard on Twitter, on Facebook at http://www.facebook.com/flipboard or Google+ at https://plus.google.com/+Flipboard. To learn more about how to use Flipboard, visit our Support Page: http://flipboard.com/support If you are having technical issues or have any questions, we're here to help. Please visit flip.it/support to contact us. 1 Tasuta Yahoo News Digest Yahoo 1 Tasuta Get in the know in no time. Yahoo News Digest provides a definitive summary of all the important, need-to-know news. Digests are delivered twice a day - once in the morning and once in the evening. All the top stories are summarized and presented with the key information that you need to stay on top of what’s happening. Each story is created from multiple sources to present the essential bits and pieces of information, known as “atoms”. Atoms are key quotes, images, videos, maps, infographs, and Wikipedia excerpts among others. These atomic units provide a unique context to the news. Our stories are both algorithmically and hand curated to ensure high quality, and come with a textual summary. Yahoo News Digest makes your reading experience comprehensive, effortless, and complete. Our goal is to inform you of all the key headlines you need to know and allow you to share the news with others. Yahoo News Digest is available in English today but look out for translated versions soon. We are committed to building the best mobile experience and are interested in your feedback. Let us know your thoughts here: https://yahoo.uservoice.com/forums/235999 1 Tasuta feedly Feedly Team 1 Tasuta Something magical happens when the right person gets connected to the right content. That knowledge or inspiration feeds you, transforms you into a better teacher, designer, entrepreneur... This inspired us to create feedly. We designed a modern reader that empowers professionals, students and enthusiasts to feed their passions; the work they really care about, whether that's in the office, at school, at home or anywhere else. Millions of people use feedly every day to curate the best of the web and tune into what matters to them. It starts with you organizing your favorite sources into reading collections. We all have different appetite when it comes to feeding our minds. Feedly empowers you to express what makes you unique. Feedly takes all the content from your favorite websites and transforms it into a simple and fast reading experience. A single place for everything you care about. Feedly is available on your phone, your tablet and on the web at feedly.com An important part of reading is picking the ideas you want to save for later, remix and share. Feedly offers seamless integration with Evernote, Twitter, Facebook, LinkedIn, Google+, Buffer, IFTTT, Pocket and Instapaper to help streamline your workflows. Feedly captures the full power of the web by letting you subscribe to any RSS feed, Youtube channel or blog. Feedly delivers in one place all the knowledge and inspiration you need to keep ahead. Happy reading! [we are hello@feedly.com if you need support or want to report a bug] 1 Tasuta BBC News Media Applications Technologies for the BBC 1 Tasuta Get the latest, breaking news from our trusted global network of journalists. See the top stories from the UK and around the world, and personalise your experience by choosing to see the latest news on topics such as technology, sport, entertainment, health and business. You can also watch the BBC News channel for up-to-the-minute live reports, and see video clips on most of the top stories. Key Features:  • All the latest news as it happens  • Opt in for breaking news push notifications  • In-story video over 3G and WiFi  • Download the latest stories when you have a signal and then read them offline at your leisure  • Share stories to a range of social networks, or email/SMS to a friend  • Personalise the home screen by adding, removing and re-ordering news categories to suit your preferences  • Live streaming of the BBC News channel for Android 4.0+ devices  • Home screen widgets  • Settings to allow the app to automatically update in the background  • Font controls to increase or decrease the story text size to suit you  • Ability to send stories, video, and photos directly to the BBC News team  • Full range of News categories: Top Stories, World, UK, Sport, Technology, Entertainment & Arts, England, Northern Ireland, Scotland, Wales, Business, Politics, Health, Education, Science & Environment, Features & analysis, Also In The News  • Ability to store the app on the SD card. Widgets will not be available if you choose to use this function. This is a feature of the Android system If you choose to receive push notifications, a unique identifier relating to your device will be stored by ProcessOne on behalf of the BBC to provide you with the service. No other personal data relating to you (such as a username or email address) is processed. The BBC will keep your information secure and not share it with anyone else in accordance with the BBC’s Privacy and Cookies Policy, available at http://www.bbc.co.uk/privacy/ You can choose to unsubscribe from push notifications in the app’s settings screen. Permissions:  • INTERNET: Used to get the latest news content from the BBC  • ACCESS_NETWORK_STATE: Used to determine whether you are on 3G or Wifi to deliver the best quality content  • WAKE_LOCK: Used if you enable background updates in settings  • GET_ACCOUNTS: Used to determine if your device is capable of receiving Push messages  • C2D_RECEIVE/C2D_MESSAGE: Used to receive Push messages if you opt in 1 Tasuta News360: Personalized News News360 1 Tasuta News360 learns what you like (and don’t like) and finds news articles and blog posts from across the Internet that are the most relevant to you, personally. ✔ The New York Times: "News360 has to be one of the better news-aggregating [apps] I’ve seen on any platform" News360 is an elegant and smart news reader that learns what kinds of stories you like and dislike as you read. You will never again miss something interesting because you haven’t subscribed to the right feed or followed the right person – instead, News360 will show you all the stories that really matter, and none of the noise. You can even connect your Facebook, Twitter and other accounts and News360 will use them to become even more personalized to your particular interests. The more you use it - the smarter it gets. To make sure that you don’t get a biased or inaccurate outlook, News360 provides coverage from all possible sources for every story, combining text, photography and video to give you a full, 360° view of the issues. ✔ "Apps We Like: News360" — The Wall Street Journal ✔ "News360 is the New Cadillac of Personalized News Readers" — PandoDaily Key highlights: ★ Quickly scan headlines, preview stories and dive deep into the content from over 50,000 sources. From top global and national news providers, to local and niche sites and blogs ★ Read your Home feed, where you’ll see top articles that focus on the topics you’re interested in – no jumping between sections or feeds ★ Use the News360 widget to keep up with great content on your home screen, and even on your lock screen with Android 4.2 ★ Help News360 learn by marking stories you like as you use it, and it will become better and better at giving you the stories you'll enjoy, but will always try to give you something new and unexpected as well ★ Customize the topics you’re interested in at any time! ★ Create a free News360 account to sync your settings and read saved articles offline on your phone, tablet and at news360.com ★ Read local news using your device’s GPS 1 Tasuta Rohkem arendajalt GPS for the Soul HuffingtonPost.com 1 Tasuta GPS for the Soul is based on two truths: that we all have within us a centered place of harmony and balance, and that we all veer away from that place again and again. A guide is a collection of the things that help you course-correct -- from music and poetry to breathing exercises and pictures of your loved ones. GPS for the Soul lets you play one of the guides we have assembled for you, or create your own. The Internet and the rise of social media have given us amazing tools to connect, and to bring about change in the world. At the same time, our 24/7 connection to the digital world often disconnects us from the real world around us -- from our physical surroundings, from our loved ones, and especially from ourselves. We see the effects of this in every aspect of our lives. And the consequences can be really damaging, in terms of our health, our jobs, and our relationships. That's why HuffPost has created GPS for the Soul. We hope GPS for the Soul will be just the beginning of a journey to help you reconnect with your creativity, your intuition, your peace and your wisdom. 1 Tasuta Huffington. HuffingtonPost.com 1 Tasuta The Best of HuffPost. Weekly. Huffington weekly magazine represents the very best of The Huffington Post with exclusive content not on the site -- delivered to your phone/tablet each week in a lush, vivid, feature-driven magazine format. Incorporating infographics, photography, sophisticated narratives, commenting and other ways to engage with the Huffington community, the magazine embroiders your experience with humor, cutting-edge sensibility and, of course, attitude. If you enjoy The Huffington Post web site but don't have time during the week to absorb everything it offers -- especially engrossing feature work on politics, business, culture, entertainment and other topics -- then please download Huffington and spend your weekend getting caught up and getting ahead. KEY FEATURES • FREE weekly, curated and exclusive content from The Huffington Post • Share Huffington content via Twitter, Facebook and Email • Download Huffington Issues and read them offline • Navigate between Huffington articles via swipe or in the convenient Article Viewer • Find specific Huffington pages via the Issue Page Viewer • Browse Huffington Issues via the Bookshelf or Cover View 1 Tasuta Kuva rohkem © 2014 Google Saidi teenusetingimused Seadmete müügitingimused Privaatsuseeskirjad Arendajad Esitajad About Google)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/BargainingAndContracts.aspx?id=4966,BCTF > BC Labour Relations Board Decision November 13, 2001, BCLRB No. B421/2001  	Bargaining and contracts  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers Aboriginal Education  Bargaining & Collective Agreements  Français  Health & Safety  New Teachers  Opportunities for Members  Pensions Professional Development  Professional Rights & Responsibility  Provincial Specialist Associations  Salary & Benefits  Teachers Teaching On Call  Teaching Resources  For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Bargaining and Contracts > Bargaining Rights > LRB Decisions Note: You may experience problems printing this document in some versions of Netscape. This document has been provided to the BCTF in HTML format by the B.C. Labour Relations Board. The BCLRB posts decisions on a weekly basis in PDF format at http://www.lrb.bc.ca/decisions/. You may wish to access the PDF version of the decision for printing purposes. BCLRB No. B421/2001     BRITISH COLUMBIA LABOUR RELATIONS BOARD           ALL BOARDS, AS DEFINED IN THE SCHOOL ACT, IN THE PROVINCE REPRESENTED BY THE BRITISH COLUMBIA PUBLIC SCHOOL EMPLOYERS' ASSOCIATION   ("BCPSEA")     -and-     BRITISH COLUMBIA TEACHERS' FEDERATION   ("BCTF")               PANEL: Lisa Hansen, Vice-Chair and Registrar Mark J. Brown, Vice-Chair   APPEARANCES: R. Alan Francis, for BCPSEA John Rogers, for BCTF   CASE NO.: 46340   DATE OF HEARING: November 13, 2001   DATE OF DECISION: November 13, 2001     DECISION OF THE BOARD     I.                     nature of application 1                     In BCLRB No. B409/2001, (the "original decision"), the Panel addressed Phase I of the BCTF job action. 2                     In a letter dated November 7, 2001, BCPSEA sought an amendment to a provision in the original decision relating to Teacher-On-Call ("TOC"); and a clarification to a provision relating to Teacher-In-Charge ("TIC"). 3                     Because the application involves a clarification, the same Panel would normally be involved in this decision.  However, in order to expedite the decision, based on the availability of Panel members, the parties agreed that two of the three Panel members in the original decision could adjudicate this application. II.                   decision 4                     In the original decision, the Panel set out duties that BCTF members need not do during Phase I job action. 5                     With respect to TOCs, the Panel stated that BCTF members need not: ·          Provide coverage for a teacher who is absent, except for a Teacher On Call hired specifically for that purpose. (para. 7) 6                     Under normal circumstances, absent teachers are replaced by TOCs, non-enrolling teachers or regular teachers on a preparation day.  The BCPSEA argues that a number of School Districts in the Lower Mainland are frequently unable to secure the services of TOCs.  The BCPSEA argues that School Districts will be unable to cover the shortfall in all cases by using excluded staff who have the required teaching certificates. 7                     The BCPSEA argues that the original decision should be amended so that teachers need not "provide coverage for a teacher who is absent, except for a teacher-on-call hired specifically for that purpose, or when a teacher-on-call is not available to be hired for that purpose".  In the alternative, BCPSEA argues that where a School District is unable to replace an absent teacher with a TOC, it shall constitute an emergency for teacher availability under the original decision. 8                     BCTF argues that BCPSEA is presenting exactly the same argument as it did at the hearing, and as such the application should only be considered pursuant to the Board's reconsideration process.  BCTF emphasizes that the application was brought prior to any strike action occurring. 9                     Regarding BCTF's reference to the reconsideration process, the Board includes a provision in all essential service decisions allowing the parties to vary the decision by agreement or to apply to the Board to vary the decision.  This is done so that the Board can react in a timely fashion in order to revisit essential service orders when necessary due to changes in circumstances.  10                  We agree with BCTF that BCPSEA is simply presenting the same argument that was put to, and rejected by, the Panel.  We heard evidence that in some cases where a TOC was not available, classes may be combined.  The BCTF job action has been in place for only two school days.  Without new evidence to demonstrate that the Panel's original decision does not meet Section 72 requirements and therefore should be varied, we conclude that the original decision should stand at this point in time. 11                  With respect to TICs, in the original decision the Panel stated: Where there are no Administrative Officers at a school, Teachers In Charge ("TIC") must continue their normal TIC duties. (para. 9) 12                  The BCPSEA seeks a clarification that TICs are required to continue normal TIC duties when there are no Administrative Officers ("AO") in a school due to an absence.  BCTF takes the position that teachers are not required to continue normal TIC duties in those circumstances.  Furthermore, the BCPSEA seeks a clarification that the requirement to perform normal TIC duties includes duties the teacher would otherwise be permitted to refuse to perform as part of Phase I job action.  BCTF takes the position that TICs need not perform supervision duties that are a normal part of the AO duties, nor any other duties that teachers are permitted to refuse to do pursuant to the original decision. 13                  We included paragraph 9 in the original decision because in our view, someone must be accountable and in charge at the school sites.  We heard evidence of satellite school sites, annexes, and portable classrooms where TICs are in place with AOs responsible for a number of sites.  Teachers are placed in TIC positions in one of three ways.  A teacher may accept a year long posted TIC position; or a teacher may accept a temporary appointment as needed during the year; or a teacher may be appointed on an ad hoc basis during the year.  14                  Irrespective of how the teacher receives the TIC position, if a teacher has accepted a TIC position they must perform all the TIC duties, which may include duties that a teacher need not perform under the original decision.  As we noted in the original decision, except as modified by the decision, current Collective Agreement provisions will continue to apply.  Therefore, if the TIC appointments are voluntary in nature, then a teacher may refuse the appointment.  15                  The parties referred to other titles such as "head teacher" and "designated teacher" that have similar responsibilities to TICs.  Where that is the case, the same principles noted above apply. LABOUR RELATIONS BOARD     "LISA HANSEN"   LISA HANSEN VICE-CHAIR AND REGISTRAR     "MARK J. BROWN"   MARK J. BROWN VICE-CHAIR About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7374,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 5, March 2006 Poverty a result of priorities The following is a speech given by Josephine Watson at Campaign 2000’s press conference on child poverty. The poverty of our century is unlike that of any other. It is not, as poverty was before, the result of natural scarcity, but of a set of priorities imposed upon the rest of the world by the rich. Consequently, the modern poor are not pitied; they are written off as trash. The 20th century consumer economy has produced the first culture in which a beggar is a reminder of nothing. My name is Josephine Watson and I am a single parent of three boys, 10, 12, and 13 years old. I would like to speak today to the issue of being a single parent on welfare and the difficulties encountered, mainly in upgrading a work skill set and finding employment; particularly employment that offers sufficient compensation to support a family of four. I found myself on welfare with three small boys—all less than four years old, with no extended family to rely on. I planned that I would go back to school when they were old enough, upgrade my education or hopefully complete my BA (which still had two years left), and go to work to support my family. I soon discovered that this was not to be. The system that was in place did not allow for me to study a program of my choosing while on welfare. I was either on, or off. In the early 1990s such a program did exist and women could take a 9- or 12-month course to become a dental hygienist or legal secretarial program, but that program had been scrapped. I contacted my financial aid worker to see what was available and was sent to an employment department of the ministry and given a list of approved programs. The programs available were for jobs that would have paid wages so low I would have continued to live in poverty and required state assistance. Many programs were aimed specifically at men. I asked if I could attend a program of my own choosing from, say, Douglas College and was denied. I explained that I would just be staying on welfare, doing nothing, rather than being on welfare and getting a working skill set. I was told that was just the way it was. The worker told me that her hands were tied. I felt helpless and hopeless; that this did not make sense and could not be right. But she was right. The system was set up for me to either stay put or get a low-paying job, but not to get an education. I was not in a position to acquire a student loan, as I had been attending my second year of college at the birth of my oldest son and now found myself in default of the loan and unable to make any payments. My welfare income barely supplied enough for us to eat and pay bills. I applied for respite from the interest being charged, explaining my situation, and was denied. I even requested that I be extended a further loan so I could finish my education and become a viable contributing taxpayer, but this was also denied. I was left with no choice but to self-educate. I volunteered where I could, offering my services in hope of learning something current, taking advantage of a program that provided respite childcare two days per week. That program has since been cut, so if I were in that circumstance today that would be one more opportunity closed to me. By the time my boys were 5, 7, and 8, I had been out of the work force for over nine years. Given the speed at which technology changes and my lack of recent job experience, I found it impossible to acquire a decent paying job. My skill set was sorely inadequate. I took books out of the library in an attempt to learn current software and update myself. I eventually started working as a temp for an employment agency, taking what came along, living on EI when work was not available. Throughout this struggle, I frequently denied my children new clothes, shoes, recreation, sports activities, and quality food items. On more than one occasion I could not pay for hot lunch on hot lunch day and had to disclose my circumstances to the school and ask them to pick up the tab so my kids would not know and not be teased. At Christmas time I had to seek out agencies that offered programs to sponsor a family in order to make sure that my boys had gifts under the tree and a turkey on the table. The stress of living in such uncertainty and hopelessness was sometimes overwhelming, making it difficult to deal with everyday life, let alone with planning for progress. Some of the greatest injury has been to my self-esteem and to the self-esteem of my children. I have watched my student loan bloat from $3,800 dollars to over $10,000 and still no relief. I have had to say no to familiar family events such as Playland, water slides, tobogganing, and first-run movies with popcorn and pop. Even renting new release movies was out of my price range. My children have endured being called "welfare" by school mates, being teased for not participating in fundraisers at school, and having to deal with teachers who harassed them for money for school events, agendas, etc. when I simply did not have the money to give. I pride myself on being a role model to my sons and have struggled to maintain that position under the most trying circumstances of my life. I have struggled to hold my head high when wearing clothes that were out of date and shabby. I have been forced to plead for food, clothing and an education, things for which no one in a civilized nation should ever have to beg. I suggest that barriers to education be removed, that women and children be treated with the dignity and respect they merit, and that the needs of women and children living in poverty be acknowledged and acted upon. We say we are a civilized nation, so we need to walk that talk! This action would demonstrate that our governing bodies have the best interest of the future of this country in mind. The children are our future and the women raising them are leading the way. Josephine Watson, First Call BC and Youth Advocacy Coalition. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=9426&printPage=true,BCTF News Releases  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2006 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE November 28, 2006 A ruling in defence of democracy "A victory for working people" is how the BC Teachers’ Federation (BCTF) describes today’s BC Court of Appeal ruling that declares Translink’s advertising policies unconstitutional. BCTF President Jinny Sims says, "while this decision upholds our right in Canada to free speech, it especially upholds our right to free political speech. It’s a big day for freedom of expression and for public debate. This is a win for all British Columbians because the court has upheld a basic democratic right." Citing its long-standing policy that it decline advertisements deemed too political, Translink refused BCTF ads in 2004 that contained factual information about the number of schools closed and the number of teachers lost in the public education system. "The BC Court Appeal has made the right decision," says Sims. "If we allow corporations that are controlled by government to silence our voices, we lose our democracy. Many attempts have been made over the years to silence the voices of teachers, but we will not be silenced. This is the right ruling because it upholds the rights of citizens to participate in an open debate in a fair and reasonable manner." The BCTF took on the legal challenge in partnership with the Canadian Federation of Students. Its ads—that encouraged people to register to vote—were also rejected as too controversial by Translink. -  30  - For more information, contact Yvonne Eamor, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell).)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=10116,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 5, April 2003 Aboriginal career day by Jennifer Auld The idea for an aboriginal career day in Zeballos, began when I attended a workshop hosted by the First Nations PSA in Harrison Hot Springs. Langley teacher Carel McDonald, presented a workshop on teaching Aboriginal issues using the media. She mentioned the career fair she had organized at her school. As social justice chair of my district, I was searching for a focus that would make a difference. The idea of honouring the talents and education of Canada’s Aboriginal people sounded fabulous for our remote, mostly First Nations community, but funding was the obstacle. Victoria Wells, elected member of council of the Ehattesaht First Nations (local to Zeballos) helped to overcome that obstacle when she mentioned a grant that is available. Not knowing how to start, I picked up the phone and called Carel McDonald in Langley and asked for her list of contacts. She did not give me a list of names and numbers; instead she said, "how about I drive to Zeballos and bring them all to you." After we obtained other funding from corporate grants, the school district, and local First Nations, the planning got into full swing. McDonald corralled another Langley teacher, of Cree descent, Caroline Paulicelli, her daughter, BCIT student Tera MacDonald, Cree artist Jerry Whitehead, Boston Barr cultural presenter David Florence, and management consultant Matt Vickers. Victoria Wells invited many local First Nations presenters, and I cornered the rest. The career week was presented to students, most of whom are Nuu-Chah-Nulth, from March 10 to 12. The week began with classroom workshops where teachers signed up for presenters for specific times and students were awed by the variety of backgrounds, talents, abilities, and activities our guests presented. A mural was created by Jerry Whitehead with his trademark Pow Wow dancers and contributions by students. Guests and organizers were honoured and fed at a potluck dinner with many traditional foods brought by local residents. Twenty-five presenters came for the final day of celebration and learning. It began with Ehattesaht Hereditary Chief Kelly John opening, keynote by Matt Vickers, and sessions by local and out-of-town guests for the 100 students from Kindergarten to Grade 12. Adult guests and parents joined us, many of whom had never been in the school. The day ended with Vernon Price, storyteller from Quadra Island, dressing up students and teachers in regalia. The nuts and bolts of organizing an Aboriginal Career Day come down to finding grants, submitting proposals, finding presenters, and organizing the schedule. The right tools are available from B.C. teachers. Carel MacDonald provided me with numerous samples from proposals to daily plans, schedules, and leave forms. Simply filling in the blanks made the task easy. Supplementary to those samples are now a few of my own. I encourage you, especially if you have First Nations students, to help dismantle stereotyping of aboriginal people by enriching students’ contacts with Aboriginal people. An Aboriginal Career Day or week is just such a forum. Jennifer Auld teaches at Zeballos Elementary Secondary School, Zeballos. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "Eid Mubarak to all those celebrating in BC!" @bcliberals - 06:52pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13836,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 1998 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 10, Number 7, May/June 1998 Accommodation employment by Dianne Twombly Depending on where you teach, you may have had a colleague or two return from an illness or absence from work and take on just a small percentage of his/her former workload. The remainder of the job is covered by a TOC while the teacher continues to work 20, 40, 60, or even 80% of the former teaching assignment, as he/she gradually returns to work. It’s what’s known as accommodation employment. They haven’t yet recovered from their illness or disability, and their reduced work hours are part of their rehabilitation plan—a component of their therapy aimed at helping them regain their health and return to a full assignment. Accommodation employment is one of the most valuable tools in helping ill and disabled teachers get back to work safely and in the best health possible. Accommodation employment means that a teacher in receipt of Salary Indemnity Plan benefits may return to his/her normal employment duties on a reduced assignment basis for up to 20 school months while still disabled or ill. When supported by the doctor, accommodation employment is recommended for teachers who have begun to recover but have not recovered sufficiently to return to a full teaching assignment. Though the pain may be too great or the physical strain and exhaustion too overwhelming or the psychological issues too immense to allow full-time work, the teacher is willing and able to try coping strategies that will eventually allow him/her to overcome these barriers and return to the former assignment. What better setting to try these strategies than in the workplace itself. That’s where accommodation employment comes in. With the approval of the teacher’s physician and the Salary Indemnity Plan administrator, the teacher is able to return to work on an accommodation basis while remaining on SIP benefits and maintaining active involvement with the rehabilitation consultant, who can guide him/her through the process. The rehabilitation consultant liaises with the district representative and local president so that the appropriate work arrangements can be made, meets with the principal to discuss the accommodation necessary, and helps the teacher to maintain a manageable schedule, taking into account the teacher’s capabilities, limitations, and goals. Accommodation employment gives the teacher on salary indemnity: An opportunity to test limitations and abilities, both physical and psychological, and to gradually build strengths in the work environment until he/she is able to manage the full assignment. The chance to mix with colleagues and students after an illness that may have been isolating. An opportunity to make a contribution, build self-esteem, and become gradually reinvolved in work he/she cares about and draws meaning from. Are there problems with accommodation employment? Of course there are. Often, the accommodation employment schedule has to be adjusted. It is difficult to guess how someone will manage in the workplace until he/she has actually given it a try. The rehabilitation consultant can help the teacher to avoid painful and discouraging setbacks—relapses in symptoms caused by taking on too much, too soon—by helping to set realistic goals and fine-tuning the return plan if things aren’t working out as expected. To avoid disruptions for the students, teachers on accommodation employment must make extra efforts to ensure top-notch co-operation with TOCs, and often plan their workload increases at natural breaks, even if it means extra demands on them. Probably the biggest problem for teachers on accommodation employment, however, is a lack of understanding and support from those around them. Most of us could use a break, and most of us would love to cut our work week down. But for the teacher attempting a graduated return, the time away from work is spent working through issues like pain, fatigue, or psychological trauma—issues that may not be obvious to colleagues, supervisors, or parents, but that require constant energy and effort if the teacher is to recover. What may appear to be a relaxing lightened load is actually a difficult struggle for teachers trying to cope with their illness or disability while still making a contribution in the classroom and working to improve their condition. The time they are at work is but one small part of their rehabilitation. They work hard to do the best teaching job they can for the limited time they can, while also working at home, at physiotherapy, in counselling, and with various specialists to overcome their barriers so they can return to a full workload as soon as possible. Right now, districts have a duty to provide accommodation employment to teachers who are disabled, so a suitable placement is guaranteed for those who need it. But following through with accommodation employment can be tough. That’s why it’s so important that teachers attempting a graduated return to work have the full support of those around them. Providing accommodation employment may be a district’s duty, but it’s also a way for all of us to help dedicated and valuable teachers to return to health and productivity, and to get them back into the schools—where they belong—as soon as humanly possible. Dianne Twombly is a rehabilitation consultant with D.B. Hanson and Associates Inc. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=29042,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2013 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 25, Number 4, Jan./Feb. 2013   Classified ads  Travel/Vacation SUNSHINE COAST modern 2 bdrm waterfront cottage. Winter/Summer rates. “Google” A cottage at Secret Cove. fjbishop@gmail.com 604-885-0651. MAUI HAWAII, Great S. Kihei location, 1 bdrm. with ocean view, across the street from great beaches. For more information 209-599-5248 or www.maui342.com  SOUTH OF FRANCE villa in lively, lovely market town of Limoux. 4 bdrms. 2 bath. Sleeps 8. All mod cons. Near lake and river swimming and historic Carcassonne. Great rates. Deep discounts for long-term, off-season. www.southoffrancerental.com  FRANCE. Ultimate vacations, privately owned, beautiful furn. 1 bdrm. central Paris. Wkly/mthly. 604-738-1876, 604-879-4936, irene.roland@gmail.com, www.ultimateparis.com  MAUI, KIHEI, Privately owned, fully furn. 2 bdrm, 2 bath condo, across from Kamaole Beaches. Great complex, Great location. 250-598-6955. SEE EUROPE like you've never seen it before! Highly-rated tours of Europe and Britain. Teacher owned and operated. For details: www.onelifetours.ca  WHISTLER townhouse, sleeps 6. Fully equip. 604-925-7669 or Gary 604-669-7212. FRANCE FRANCE 2013/2014 holiday rental. Well renovated converted barn & stone houses in ancient, traditional vineyard village, SW France. Great walking, cycling, food, wine, Cathar castles. C$815/C$1120/wk. per family. U 18. E-mail mjcapper@hotmail.com, visit www.ourhouseinfrance.com.au  FRANCE Alsace and Vosges Mountains, 3 bdrm. heritage house on wine route, furnished, modern kitchen, 45 min. from Germany, 35 min. from Switzerland. C$500/wk., mano936@gmail.com  WATERFRONT CONDO Birch Bay, WA. 2 bdrm, 2 bath, for week or weekend rentals. Complex has indoor pool, hot tub, games room. $150/night or $900/wk (plus $50 cln. fee), http://birchbayrentals.com or call Teresa 604-831-4080. MESA/PHOENIX Park model trailer in 55+ park, sleeps 4, 4 pools, tennis, bocce, pickle ball, golf, shopping…huge variety of daily activities. $1350/mo. Nov/Dec. $1500 Feb/ Mar/Apr. includes utilities. 604-463-3151. THREE WINTER ESCAPES • Rincon de Guayabitos Resort, Mexico, 4 bdrm. beach house, or 2 bdrm apartment, walking distance to town La Penita– available Nov, Feb, Mar., Apr. • Palm Springs, 2 bdrm, 2 bath townhouse, fully renovated, all amenities, fabulous location. Available Nov, Dec. April, May. • Gabriola Island, Beautiful waterfront home, southern exposure, beach access, kayaks culture, art, and recreation, great senior activities. Close to ferry, 20 min. to Nanaimo, VIU, Port Theatre, Vanc. connections. Available Jan. Feb. half March. Information, pictures: billchelsom@shaw.ca  ENGLAND The Cotswolds, cottage suitable for two people. Gorgeous, country walks and history at your doorstep. e-mail: lynette@coulter.plus  QUADRA ISLAND BC Lovely seaside cabin. Sleeps 4. Gorgeous ocean and mountain view. Outdoor sauna. Kayaking to your door step! www.otterhouse.ca  PALM SPRINGS VACATION! Golf, surf, hike, tan, shop, play. BCTF member discounts! http://www.luxurypalmspringsvilla.com  GABRIOLA ISLAND BC 2-bdrm cottage, fully furnished, very near sandy beach, 250-247-9883, boysen@shaw.ca, www.gabriolacottage.netfirms.com   SALTSPRING ISLAND Beautiful house close to trails and water access in quiet, green south end. Open plan, big kitchen, 2 bdrms, office/craft room, loft, 1 and 1/2 bthrms, garden. $1500/mo. 604-908-7407 bettyf264@gmail.com  PALM DESERT March 11–18. Marriott Desert Springs townhouse, www.desertspringsresort.com, Lock off unit, sleeps max. 4. Access to all hotel amenities, tennis, spa, pools. See finals of BNP Paribas Tennis, $1,200 all inclusive. Call 604-338-9823. For Rent/Exchange VANCOUVER Clean, bright, quiet, centrally located condos at Robson & Bute. 1 bdrm. $95. daily/wkly/mthly rates. 604-608-4268. dbemc@hotmail.com  Miscellaneous HOME-BASED TUTORING Referral Agency. Immediately awarding franchises in the Fraser Valley, Vancouver Island, Okanagan and Prince George. Good income, flexible lifestyle, proven system. 1-877-ITS EASY or visit: www.schooliseasy.com  SCHOOL TATTOOS. Temporary tattoos printed with your school’s art. Free Graphic Service and Free Tattoo Proof. Website: www.schooltattoos.ca, E-mail: info@schooltattoos.ca, or call 613-567-2636. FIELD TRIP. Book a Burns Bog field trip today! A two-hour guided tour costs $150 per class of up to 30 pupils. Visites guidées en français aussi! Buy For Peat’s Sake, our educator’s resource guide to peatlands. www.burnsbog.org, 604-572-0373, info@burnsbog.org  NEW RESOURCE from School Specialty: Blended-media intervention for Comprehension, Word-Study, and Writing. “MCI” integrates explicit instruction with individualized online training. Includes teacher/student web links, teacher manuals, online/print assessment tools, consumable student booklets, and varied genre graded reading materials. Grade 6–8+ HS interest levels with Grade 3–6 readability. No required staff PD. Contact Eric MacInnis, M.Ed., ric@eduskills.ca, 1-800-709-1952, www.eps.schoolspecialty.com/MCI   TILING & PAINTING Want to get the job done right? Call Vito. Glass and slate specialist. Indoor, outdoor painting. Serving the Vancouver area since 1996. call 604-831-4013 or www.tile-rific.ca VOICE LESSONS, White Rock area. Ivy Charyna, SD#36 Music and Drama teacher.604-817-7174 ivycharyna@gmail.com  PENSION QUESTIONS? Ask Arnie – now retired and available for expert, personal, one-to-one consultation including pension estimates, options, bridge, CPP/OAS, and pension splitting. Reasonable rates. Call Arnie Lambert at 604-354-5624 or e-mail arnielambert@shaw.ca  TEACH IN CHINA for 2 or 4 weeks in July 2013. Interested? Check us out at www.china-connection.ca  Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=23827,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 1, September 2011   Readers write  Early education downsides According to new research, full-day Kindergarten may be having a negative effect on the learning and personal development of some children. Early results of the study were presented at the June 2011 Congress of the Humanities and Social Sciences in Fredericton by Rachel Heydon and Wendy Crocker (University of Western Ontario). See: http://newz4u.net/?p=14562  According to world-renowned parenting author Steve Biddulph (www.stevebiddulph.com) full-day Kindergarten for five-year-olds is too long, and any younger is a big mistake developmentally. Why is Finland’s school system the envy of the western world? In the Aug. 23–30, 2010 edition of Newsweek, Finland was ranked number one out of 100 countries. Although Finnish children have access to free, full-day daycare (up to age five), full-day Kindergarten (age six), they don’t begin Grade 1 until age seven. Carl Honoré, (www.carlhonore.com), writes in Under Pressure: Putting the Child Back in Childhood (2009): “Their (Finnish children) early childhood is spent at home or in nursery programs where play is king. When they finally do reach school, they enjoy short days, long vacations and plenty of music, art and sports.” (p. 122) “Apart from final exams at the end of high school, Finnish kids face no standardized tests. Teachers use quizzes, and individual schools use tests to track their pupils’ progress, but the idea of cramming for SATs is as alien to Finland as a heat wave in winter. This presents a delicious irony—the nation that puts the least stress on competition and testing, that shows the least appetite for cram schools and private tutoring, routinely tops the world in PISA’s (Programme for International Student Assessment) competitive exams.” (p. 123). Honoré was interviewed in the 2009 CTV documentary, “Lost Adventures of Childhood,” available from Distribution Access (www.distributionaccess.com) and sold with PPR (public performance rights) or for home use. At the very least, all provincial governments should be investigating the Finland model and creating full-day senior Kindergarten classes for those six-year-olds who would benefit. Is Kelly McMahon’s description of increased testing and data collection of Kindergarteners in Milwaukee public schools where BC is headed? (www.progressive.org/print/147874) See also: “Paths to full-day Kindergarten,” April 2010, Teacher, http://tinyurl.com/6k3ufbc  David Buckna, Kelowna (retired)  Board shows leadership On behalf of the Social Justice Committee of the Burnaby Teachers’ Association, I would like to congratulate the Burnaby Board of Education on the development of and commitment to the very visionary, proactive, and necessary stand they have taken on the implementation of Policy 545 (Anti-Homophobia Policy), and their steadfast determination to see it put into practice in the Burnaby School System. We take for granted that our public schools and other places of learning operate on inclusiveness, promote equality, and protect against all forms of discrimination—but sadly, news reports, statistics, and examples from all across our nation and globe tell us differently, substantiating the necessity for important policies such as this to be put in place. Verbal slander, bullying, stereotyping, and blatant discrimination have left many a student and staff in our public schools deeply scarred and worse in countless examples of both our recent and long ago past. This policy will ensure that students and staff in Burnaby schools are able to learn and teach in an education system and environment that guarantees dignity and respect for all, and puts in place serious measures for anyone who chooses to violate these “charter-sanctioned” rights. We, on the Social Justice Committee of the BTA, would like to commend Burnaby trustees for their support and strong stand on this proposed policy, particularly in light of the ongoing and outspoken lobby of some community members opposed to it’s implementation. This opposition and their very discriminatory and homophobic arguments against the policy remind us that we must remain ever vigilant to ensure the safety and equality of all in Burnaby schools and have a district-wide system in place for those who would choose to undermine our democracy and the human and democratic rights, which those who came before us fought so hard to establish. We would like to convey to the BBE that this is an extremely important issue to take this courageous stand on, and that their support is great and their critics few! Stay strong! Tina Anderson, Burnaby  Hostage taking as negotiation strategy Recently our neighbors to the south conducted a huge political battle over the raising of the public debt ceiling during which both sides took political hostages in order to frame the discussion and pressure the other side. Slashing the military budget and cutting spending on medicare for seniors were both used to force opponents into politically impossible situations. Recently, here at home, our own government has adopted this strategy during settlement negotiations with the BCTF, ordered by the Supreme Court decision invalidating Bills 27 and 28 in April of 2011. As part of the Court decision, the two parties were ordered to meet and agree on a settlement prior to an April 2012 deadline, when the decision of the Court must be implemented. The decision of the Court was that the Bills had violated the Charter rights of 40,000 BCTF members and that many parts of the legislation that stripped the teacher contract were invalid and will no longer be in force as of April 2012. Rather than reach an agreement with the BCTF, the government has adopted a strategy of ignoring the orders of the Supreme Court and instead are writing new legislation to further illegally strip the contracts in the same way for the same reasons. One interesting threat at the last meeting between the parties was the implication that if the government were forced to honour the contract, they would have to cut $300 million elsewhere in the education budget by cutting any additional non-essential programs still existing in the system. Surviving music programs, choice schools, and language programs would all perish if the government were forced to obey the decision of the Supreme Court. Those are the hostages and the government has made the threat that they will disappear if they are forced to comply with the Court and fund the illegally stripped contract articles. Generally, hostage takers who have ignored the Courts are viewed rather dimly by the public. If the hostages are killed off they will be the final victims of the illegal legislation tabled by then Education Minister Christy Clark in January of 2002. Matt Pearce, Prince George  Pension articles impress I have been most impressed with the recent series of pension plan articles. All active and retired members of the pension plan should be proud and thankful for the quality of the work and study that the various committees and boards devote to the continued oversight and development of the Teachers’ Pension Plan. The pension plan has gone through countless changes since the first Pension Act of 1929 but the changes retained the original focus of providing a means for plan members to sustain themselves in retirement. You have met one of the requirements of advocacy—awareness, knowing what’s happening—through your articles. Now it is up to all the present and future members to continue their diligence to retain and further develop the pension system. Bruce Watson, Retired BCTF staff, Honorary Life Member, Duncan  21st century in action Please tell us about a project or teaching strategy/method that you or your colleagues are involved with that demonstrates how your work reflects teaching and learning in the 21st century. In 2008, Yale Secondary School received a Mitchell Odyssey Foundation grant. As a result of the funding, a number of opportunities were created to introduce students in SD34 to the world of robotics engineering. A robotics engineering course is now an affordable, fun, highly engaging platform that reinforces core skills contained within our standard curriculum. While robotics integrates core science, technology, engineering, and math skills (STEM Education), it also reinforces key employability skills such as the importance of effective teamwork, project management, problem-solving, and decision-making skills needed for successful life-long learning in the 21st century. At Yale Secondary School, our robotics engineering program is designed to teach students how to engineer complex autonomous mechanical devices, while simultaneously learning how to program a robotic device to complete a number of tasks and challenges. In addition, students are introduced to the engineering process and learn how innovative and creative thinking are critical concepts needed to solve problems in the world of work. Students work collaboratively in engineering teams to solve tasks and challenges as well as compete against other teams in class/group competitions, which helps them keep motivated and focused. Dereck Dirom, Abbotsford, www.gearbots.org, www.yalesecondary.com  Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/mobile/NewTeachersHandbook/default.aspx?id=31857,BCTF New Teachers' Handbook  Toggle navigation New Teachers’ Handbook © 2014 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. Table of Contents Introduction President's message Setting the BC context Jobs and professsional responsibilities Professional Responsibility / Code of Ethics Standards for the Education, Competence... Beginning your career as a TTOC Tips for success Beginning your career as a classroom teacher Planning Classroom management Establishing a positive environment Teaching strategies / classroom complexity Learning resources Communicating with parents/guardians Students with special needs Working with education (teacher) assistants Preparing for a Teacher Teaching on Call Parent involvement in schools Working with volunteers Wellness—taking care of yourself How the BC Teachers’ Federation helps Others who can help Professional development (PD) Evaluation of teachers Resources Membership New Teachers’ Home BCTF Home How the BC Teachers’ Federation helps    Structure, decision-making, and services  Annual General Meeting (AGM)  The AGM is the sovereign decision-making body of the Federation. It is made up of Local Representatives (see RA below), one or more delegates elected by each local on a per-capita basis and the members of the BCTF Executive Committee, totaling approximately 680 voting participants. The AGM meets for 3.5 days during Spring Break and decides the BCTF priorities, policies and procedures, elects the Executive Committee, and sets the fees for the coming year. If you wish to attend an AGM as a delegate, please speak to your staff rep or contact your local teachers’ association.  Representative Assembly (RA)  The RA regularly meets three times a year to advise the Executive Committee (EC), receive reports and adopt a detailed budget based on the fee set by the AGM. The RA is made up of approximately 120 voting Local Representatives, plus the Local Presidents and the BCTF Executive Committee. To become a local representative, you must be a member of the local's executive committee.  Executive Committee (EC)  The Executive Committee is made up of 11 active members elected at the AGM.  It is responsible for the business of the Federation, between RA and AGM meetings and has other specific duties assigned. The EC has one or two regularly scheduled meetings per month, with the exception of July.  Full-Time Table Officers (FTTOs)  The president, first vice-president, and second vice-president are released full time from their teaching duties to represent the 41,000 members on a day-to-day basis. The president is responsible for the general supervision of all matters and affairs of the Federation and is the official spokesperson for the BCTF. Executive Director  The Executive Director works with the FTTOs and advises the Executive Committee, Representative Assembly, and Annual General Meeting, and is responsible for assigning duties and directing the work of the Federation’s administrative, support and excluded staff.  Locals  Locals represent teachers in each school district in the province with each local having its own elected president and executive committee, constitution and procedures. Each is a local of the BCTF but has a high degree of autonomy on local matters. Advisory committees Advisory committees are made up of active members formally appointed by the Executive Committee. They provide advice to the BCTF Executive Committee, play a leadership role within the Federation, and, in a number of cases, provide support to local contacts. To become a member of an advisory committee, you must submit your application to the BCTF. A call for new advisory committee members usually goes out in the spring.  Advisory committees within the BCTF  Committee for Action on Social Justice—CASJ CASJ action groups antipoverty antiracism environmental justice lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgendered, and questioning (LGBTQ) peace and global education status of women. Professional Issues Advisory Committee—PIAC Aboriginal Education Advisory Committee—AEAC Adult Education Advisory Committee—AEAC Advisory Committee on French Programs and Services—ACFPS Provincial Specialist Association Council—PSAC Teachers Teaching on Call Advisory Committee—TTOCAC Pensions Committee—PC Finance Committee—FC Income Security Committee—ISC Teacher Newsmagazine Advisory Board Health and Safety Advisory Committee—HSAC Working and Learning Conditions/Bargaining Advisory Committee—WLC/BAC WR Long International Solidarity Committee. Organizational divisions within the BCTF  The BCTF offices and programs are organized into divisions and departments to provide effective services to members.  Field Service Division (FSD)—supports locals in bargaining, contract implementation and defence of member rights, assists locals with Federation campaigns and province-wide actions, advances the broad range of Federation services and programs in professional, health and safety, social justice, communications and outreach, etc., with local members and leadership. Legal Services Department—has overall responsibility for Federation legal matters, including court cases on a range of matters, constitutional challenges, grievances/arbitrations, legal-aid provisions and teacher regulation matters.  Professional and Social Issues Division (PSID)—has responsibility for a wide range of professional matters such as curriculum, education policy, professional development, teacher education, teacher inquiry, mentorship and peer support. Co-ordinates the Provincial Specialist Associations (PSAs), the Social Justice Program, Aboriginal Education Program, French Programs and Services, programs for teachers teaching on call, for teachers new to teaching and for adult educators, organizes leadership training—Summer Conference, Federation Leadership Institute, and Facilitators’ Institute Training. The Training Department which is a component of PSID, offers an extensive teacher workshop program. Administers the Code of Ethics and co-ordinates the work of the Internal Mediation Service.     Communications and Campaigns Division (CCD)—has responsibility for BCTF campaigns, and internal and external communications, using both traditional and social media communication tools. Handles outreach to education partner groups, community groups and other unions. Co-ordinates political action, lobbying and advocacy initiatives. Co-ordinates production, mailing, and graphics.  Research and Technology Division (RT)—undertakes the Federation’s research projects and works jointly with other institutions on research projects. Co-ordinates information services and the website. Develops, implements, and supports the Federation’s technology systems and tools. Co-ordinates the BCTF international programs. Deals with education funding issues. Income Security Division—has responsibility for the Salary Indemnity Plan, Health and Wellness Program (rehabilitation) and the Living with Balance (preventative) program.  Co-ordinates the pensions program, provides information for members and fulfills the Federation’s obligations related to the Teacher Pension Plan.  Co-ordinates the BCTF Health and Safety program for members and handles Workers’ Compensation appeals for members.  Finance and Administrative Services—has overall responsibility for the care of the Federation’s resources, including the dues, investments, funds, property, etc.  Administers the budget and handles the accounting functions. Maintains membership records, handles reception, and the care and maintenance of the BCTF offices.  Human Resources Department—deals with all of the Federation’s obligations as an employer and handles the staff recruitment and training, salary/benefits, personnel, collective agreement and other labour relations issues related to this role. Handles the Federation’s privacy obligations and other organizational requirements. Provincial Specialist Associations (PSAs)   PSAs foster professional development through a variety of means and provide members with: teaching/learning materials information on new teaching methods support for new teachers a network via local chapters (LSAs: local specialist associations) a collective voice to help shape BCTF direction and influence curriculum policies specialty publications—journals and newsletters support for exemplary practice. PSAs host for members: annual general meetings annual conferences local or regional conferences. If you are being inducted into the BCTF and your local teachers’ association, you are eligible as a new teacher or new TTOC to receive a free year’s membership in one PSA. PSAs within the BCTF bctf.ca/PSAs.aspx  ABCDE Association of BC Drama Educators AEA Aboriginal Education Association AEGTCCBC Association for Educators of Gifted, Talented, and Creative Children in BC APPIPC Association provinciale des professeurs d’immersion et du programme francophone BCAEA BC Alternate Education Association BCATA BC Art Teachers’ Association BCAMT BC Association of Mathematics Teachers BCATML BC Association of Teachers of Modern Languages BCBEA BC Business Education Association BCCA BC Culinary Arts Provincial Specialist Association BCCLPSA BC Co-operative Learning Provincial Specialist Association BCDEA BC Dance Educators’ Association BCEDLPSA BC Educators for Distributed Learning BCMEA BC Music Educators’ Association BCPTA BC Primary Teachers’ Association BCRTA BC Rural and Small Schools Teachers’ Association BCSCA BC School Counsellors’ Association BCScTA BC Science Teachers’ Association BCSSTA BC Social Studies Teachers’ Association BCTEA BC Technology Education Association BCTELA BC Teachers of English Language Arts BCTLA BC Teacher-Librarians’ Association CUEBC Computer-Using Educators of British Columbia EAR Educators Against Racism ESLPSA English as a Second Language Provincial Specialist Association EEPSA Environmental Educators’ Provincial Specialist Association LATA Learning Assistance Teachers’ Association PAGE BC Teachers for Peace and Global Education PEBC Physical Education British Columbia PITA Provincial Intermediate Teachers’ Association SEA Special Education Association THESA Teachers of Home Economics Specialist Association You may join as many PSAs as you wish. For a PSA online application, go to bctf.ca/JoinaPSA. Professional and Social issues workshops  Workshops on a variety of topics are designed and delivered in English and French by BCTF facilitators. See your school PD representative or visit bctf.ca/ProfessionalDevelopment.aspx#workshops. To become a facilitator, please submit your application to the BCTF. A call for facilitators usually goes out in the spring and training occurs at the annual Facilitators’ Training Institute held in late August.  How your BCTF local helps bctf.ca/localwebsites.aspx  New teachers are celebrated and welcomed into the union (the BCTF and your local) usually at a general meeting or induction ceremony, although some locals hold a social event. You will receive materials that help you to know your rights, the Code of Ethics, and more. A great perk (limited to attendees) is a free membership to a PSA (Provincial Specialist Association) which can save you up to $80 and link you to a community of engaged, progressive professionals. Your BCTF local is also a source of support and information on professional, contractual, and personnel matters. Find out who your school staff representative(s) are and what services are available through your local. Locate and read the collective agreement (bctf.ca/myBCTF/content.aspx?id=23113) and other material to find out how you can take part in your professional organization. Information regarding local funding for PD and in-service activities is available through your local. Talk to your local PD rep. Information regarding health and safety concerns is available through your local and your Health and Safety school representative. a) Staying safe at work  All new and young workers are required by law to be given site specific occupational health and safety training. During the new and young workers’ training, teachers should be instructed on emergency procedures, including evacuation and lockdown; instruction on known hazards and risks; and instruction on hazard reporting. If you have not received this training, contact your staff rep or local president. No matter how minor an injury might seem, it is important to document it with your employer. For example, a paper cut can lead to a secondary infection and a twinge in your back from lifting textbooks may be indicative of a more serious injury. The procedure for reporting an injury is: Inform an administrative officer of this injury or disease that you feel is work related. Make sure the information is documented. WCB requires that you report your injury as soon as practical, don’t delay. Make sure the appropriate person has filled in the first aid log at the worksite. Always get the log filled in no matter how minor the injury, as it may develop into something more serious. File a Workers’ Report of Injury or Occupational Disease to Employer. This is WCB Form 6A. The employer is required to file a Form 7 within three days of receiving the report from the member. At the same time you file the report to your employer, file an Application for Compensation and Report of Injury or Occupational Disease, Form 6 to WCB. If you are not sure about the questions seek help. Always copy Form 6A and Form 6 for the local union office. Always ask for help for the WCB claim’s process. Always report your injury or occupational disease to your doctor and request that the doctor file a Physicians First Report, Form 8 to WCB. A WCB officer should contact the worker after they have received Form 6. WorkSafeBC regulations require that each worksite must have a joint health and safety committee. All teachers in British Columbia are covered under the Workers’ Compensation Act and have four basic health and safety rights: the right to know, the right to participate, the right to refuse unsafe work, and the right to no discrimination. These rights are essential in a safe work environment. The right to know  Teachers have the right to know what hazards are present in a workplace. Hazards can be physical (from slippery floor to missing guards on equipment) to psychological (including factors leading to stress or violence). The right to know is of a higher order than the student privacy rights. If a student is a violent risk to a school employee, everyone involved with that student has the right to know the risk that is posed. The right to know also includes access to health and safety information such as inspections and orders written by WCB on a workplace. The right to participate  Teachers have the right to participate in the activities of the Joint Occupational Health and Safety committee. Participating in training as well as investigations and inspections of the worksite is also included in this right. The right to no discrimination  The right to no discrimination, also called the right to no retaliation, protects the teacher from being disciplined from exercising their basic health and safety rights. To go along with health and safety training and rights, all teachers have a duty to work safely, report hazards, and conduct their work in a way which does not create a risk to themselves or others. b) Orientation There is so much to learn when you start out—every school district is a little different. New teachers are encouraged to attend the orientation session, usually presented jointly by the district and the union, where you can become familiar with people, places, and processes that you are likely to need to know about. How the collective agreement helps  The BCTF is a dynamic union of professionals that has been shaped by its members for over 100 years.  Discrimination in the workplace   All public school teachers in the province are covered by the collective agreement between BCPSEA and the BCTF at the provincial level, and between their school district and their local at the local level. Every BCTF member’s collective agreement contains an article that refers to the employer’s obligation to ensure a non-sexist working environment. Likewise, nearly every collective agreement contains a provision that states that no employee shall be discriminated against on the basis of race, colour, ancestry, place of origin, religion, gender, sex, sexual orientation, age, marital status, disability, or family status. A few go a step further by specifically mentioning gender identity. This language was negotiated by BCTF locals on behalf of their members so that teachers could be themselves in their workplaces without being subjected to sexism, homophobia, transphobia, racism, ableism or other forms of discrimination. For example, Aboriginal teachers shouldn’t need to hide their heritage, or put up with racist remarks. LGBTQ teachers should expect to be safely “out” at work, acknowledge their families and loved ones without fear of reprisals or discrimination. Likewise with women, people of colour, and other equity-seeking groups. The BC Human Rights Code also protects public school teachers from discrimination in the workplace on the basis of sex, race, sexual orientation, or other characteristics. Gender identity is also “read” into the code (though having it specifically listed would be an important step at a future date). If you have a question about your collective agreement’s non-discrimination clause, contact your local office. Previous Next)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2011/05/privatizing-of-public-education-only-in.html?showComment0751306801041864,Staffroom Confidential: Privatizing of public education: Only in America or coming to a school near you? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Sunday, May 29, 2011 Privatizing of public education: Only in America or coming to a school near you? Even if you aren’t a parent or a teacher, US “education reform” probably crossed your path sometime this year. You might have seen the film “Waiting for Superman”, that trumpets the concept of the Charter school. Or you might have watched the 100,000 plus demonstrators in Madison, Wisconsin, take on a newly minted and aggressive Republican governor attacking teacher union rights. Or perhaps you came across a news story in some US media outlet, where it is almost impossible these days not to read someone teacher bashing. Although the American “reform” movement is over a decade old, it really heated up this year. The ideological onslaught began with the release and endless commentary on the film “Waiting for Superman”. If you watched Oprah’s show on September 20, 2010, you saw the program “The Shocking State of Our Schools”. If you heard Bill Gates or Arne Duncan (Obama’s top education czar) or Michelle Rhee (former Washington DC schools chancellor) or practically any mainstream news report the message was the same: Our schools are failing. And when the one second sound bite got to be two or three messages, the same messages from the movie were listed off as the primary reasons for school failure: bad teachers, greedy teachers, teacher unions, teacher tenure. These ideas are not new to the “education reform” movement in the US. They date back all the way to the mid-eighties with the introduction of standardized testing in OECD nations. They were, in many ways, enshrined into law through the “No Child Left Behind” act brought in by George W. Bush. And they reached their epitome and perhaps most raw expression in the film “Waiting for Superman”. They are public education’s very own “shock” (a la Naomi Klein), and they are designed to do something very different than improve schools. The “shock” goes like this: * Test scores show that our schools are failing * The most important factor in a child’s education is the quality of the teacher * Bad teachers must be leading to low test scores and failing schools * We must get rid of bad teachers * Tenure and teacher unions are in the way And then there is the actual, unspoken motive: commodify and privatize public education. It is a difficult theory to put forward. Most parents understand that schooling is more than standardized test scores, and many understand that the tests do nothing to improve their own child’s education. They also tend to like and trust their children’s teachers and schools - certainly more so than a bureaucrat or politician. So it takes a lot of ideological interference to turn Americans against their child’s teacher and their neighborhood school. At the root of this “shock doctrine” tactic are two goals: commodify and privatize the public education system. In the US, these goals are achieved in a variety of ways and take on various forms. Vouchers, testing, school rankings and Charter schools all provide “market driven” incentives within a publicly funded system. They do not privatize directly, but they create conditions that mimic a private system. Parents are “consumers” who “shop” for schools using rankings based on test scores. Despite voucher systems, the parents with more savvy and resources tend to get their children into the better schools. Charters escape democratic oversight as they don’t run under elected school boards and they are outside of pre-existing union contracts. They can accept private funding (from “philanthropists” such as Bill Gates) and can employ more teachers who work longer at lower costs because there are no unions and no collective agreements when they start up. They even have rights to public funding and buildings whenever a public school “fails”, and are replacing public schools at an alarming rate. They really are a publicly funded private system. The “education reform” movement also comes with a variety of peripheral policy objectives: merit pay for teachers, more testing to use for more rankings - including teacher rankings as well as school rankings, elimination of teacher unions who are a barrier to school change, lowered teacher training standards to ensure an adequately large supply of new teachers just desperate for a job. So we see the publication in the Los Angeles Times of the “value added” teacher score for every public school teacher (this is meant to be a measure of how much more that teacher can improve student test scores). We see the wholesale introduction of Charter schools in New Orleans after the floods, completely replacing the public system. We see the draconian legislation in Wisconsin and other states designed to drastically reduce the collective bargaining rights of public sector unions. And now this spring we are seeing across the US significant funding cuts to education budgets, leading to mass layoffs. The overall result? The public system is shrinking while the private system grows. Could this be coming to a school near you? In the dark Bush years, it was common for (some) Americans to lament and wish they were up north, in Canada, that place free of the worst of the market system run amok. But while the rhetoric may be more tempered, the same trends are apparent. The most obvious is the testing, accountability and choice agenda. We do not have the same number of tests. But we have enough to produce the Fraser Institute rankings. And enough for Kevin Falcon to float the trial balloon of merit pay for teachers during the BC Liberal leadership race. Ontario has it’s EQAOs and BC its FSAs. Parents do not have vouchers and Charter schools are uncommon (they do exist in Alberta), but we do have an awful lot of “parent choice”. In Canada, this is more direct - we publicly fund private schools. BC, Alberta, Manitoba, Quebec and the North West Territories all provide public funding for private schools - in some cases up to 60% of the equivalent public funding. And BC is leading the way with respect to parent choice within the public system. There are no more fixed catchments - in BC a parent can choose any school, leading to inter-school competition and notoriously unreliable enrollment projections. The attack on teachers and teacher unions is also alive and well. Ontario, in the Harris years, tried to impose a scheme of practically constant re-certification requirements. Alberta has just floated the idea of a graduated accreditation system, where teachers start their careers in a probationary mode and only after decades of practice and constant evaluation do they become “professional” teachers. The BC government is revamping the BC College of Teachers and threatens, again, to make teachers a minority on their own professional governing body. Just as in the US, these “policy objectives” are justified with erroneous exaggerations of the “bad teachers” who are ruining our education system. Rather than attract the best with competitive salaries (BC is now eighth in Canada) or set high entry standards, the BC government lowered standards (only a four year degree is now required under the TILMA trade agreement with Alberta) and has let salaries, benefits, and working conditions plummet. And finally the funding. Since the mid-nineties, and the reductions in transfer payment to the provinces, education budgets have been under constant pressure. Combined with the Supreme Court decision requiring fully integrated schools for student with special needs, the pressures on School Boards are insurmountable. Fundraising has become a constant and practically a requirement for most schools. As public schools cut services, parents look elsewhere, if they can afford it. There is a flourishing growth in private specialty services for students with autism, learning disabilities and other specific educational needs, as well as after school tutoring. The overall result? Canada has experienced a massive increase in alternatives to the public school system - homeschooling, growth in private school enrollment, massive growth in private tutoring and schooling services (see for example: http://www.nall.ca/res/65ScottDavies.pdf). Just as in the US, the results are the same - the public system is shrinking while the private system grows. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 2:39 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 3 comments: AnonymousMay 29, 2011 at 9:41 PM I grew up in Ontario and teach in California. Canada is desperately trying to imitate California's mistakes, starting with central funding and control in each province, then high-staktes testing and competition. Please look at California to see where you are headed. I am certain you won't like it.ReplyDelete AnonymousMay 30, 2011 at 5:17 PM Check out this promo, and you will see that the "shock doctrine, education version" is coming to BC. The parallels are uncanny. http://www.waitingforsupermantruth.org/ReplyDelete AnonymousFebruary 5, 2012 at 11:19 PM Just discovered this blog. Keep up the good work!ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ▼  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ▼  May (18) A standardized contract for personalized learning?... Privatizing of public education: Only in America o... Breaking news: BC teachers to hold strike vote in ... Saskatchewan teachers continue strike over wages Why is BC gov't using same buzzwords as Rupert Mur... 21C Learning: One student's perspective Personalized learning - what is government's real ... Ministry plots personalized learning initiative in... More downloading of costs to school districts - is... From New York to California: American teachers pro... Victoria teacher bargaining breaks down Class size = Personalized learning Commission finds judges need cost of living adjust... Thoughts on a negotiated settlement over Bills 27,... Minister announces government will not appeal cour... Saskatchewan teachers plan job action for Thursday... Letter to Minister Abbott re: Teacher bargaining a... School boards and parents: speak now to pressure C... ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/BCTFNews.aspx?id=30583,BCTF News Vol. 19, No.3, September 11, 21013  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development BCTF News archive 2013–14  2012–13  2011–12     2010–11  2009–10    En français  Home > Publications > Newsletters and Alerts > BCTF News > 2013-14 Archive       Volume 19, Number 3, September 11, 2013  In this issue:  BCTF back at BC Supreme Court—19-day hearing taking place   CUPE K–12 bargaining—government offer disappointing   Are you interested in serving on a BCTF advisory committee?   Participate in one of ten local/district Teacher Inquiry Projects   Summer/Fall Social Justice Newsletter   Resources, units, activities for Social Justice 12—Sign up here    New look for Teacher newsmagazine   The latest on the BCTF website   National strike called for Wednesday, September 11 in Mexico—Urgent support requested   Teacher strike in Colombia on September 10  Canadian instructor and doctor held in Egyptian jail  BCTF back at BC Supreme Court—19-day hearing taking place On Monday, September 9, BCTF lawyers delivered their opening statements to Madam Justice Griffin explaining that the BC government has not respected the 2011 landmark decision stating that the BC Liberals violated teachers’ constitutional rights. The BCTF is seeking restoration of provisions such as class-size limits and specialist teacher guarantees that were unconstitutionally stripped from the collective agreement in 2002. The BCTF will argue that the government did not address the repercussions of the landmark decision, namely the restoration of contract language and teachers’ bargaining rights, and compensation for the years of harm to teachers and to public education. Additionally, the BCTF will challenge Bill 22, arguing that the legislation infringed upon the collective bargaining process. On Monday, BCTF President Jim Iker, told reporters, “For the past 12 years, BC students have been at a disadvantage compared to students who went through the public school system prior to 2002. These students have seen their class sizes go up, help for students with special needs has gone down, and all students have lost access to specialist teachers who can give them extra support when they need it.” CUPE K–12 bargaining—government offer disappointing In an attempt to reach a last-minute agreement, CUPE’s K–12 Presidents’ Council Bargaining Subcommittee met with the government over the weekend with the hope of obtaining a deal. However, the government offered K–12 CUPE members even less than what other public sector unions negotiated in recent months. Colin Pawson, chair of the council, describes the offer as “very disappointing.” If an agreement is not reached in the near future, the likelihood of CUPE job action increases. At this point, the BCTF does not know the nature of job action that CUPE members could take. We need to remember that CUPE BC and CUPE K–12 members joined us on our picket lines for those two weeks in October 2005 when we were taking a stand for students, our working conditions, and public education. In 2012, the Labour Relations Board deemed our “sticket” lines legal, but only if CUPE members were not denied access to their workplaces. That is the reason we did not “sticket” directly in front of entrances to schools or school-related facilities. We know that if the LRB had ruled that teachers were allowed to picket in front of schools and/or district buildings that our CUPE colleagues would have whole-heartedly joined us on our lines. Delegates passed two recommendations at the specially-called Representative Assembly last month declaring their support for their CUPE colleagues and also called on the government to negotiate in good faith and to fully fund all costs associated with a new agreement. Here are the recommendations: CUPE negotiations That the Federation call upon the provincial government to negotiate in good faith with CUPE and to fully fund any negotiated settlement. Solidarity with CUPE That the Federation express solidarity with CUPE and support for its efforts to conclude a negotiated collective agreement. BCTF local presidents are currently meeting with CUPE local presidents to share information. CUPE and the government will be back at the bargaining table on September 16, 17, and 18. We will inform members as soon as we receive any news. The link to the CUPE BC website is http://www.cupe.bc.ca/. Are you interested in serving on a BCTF advisory committee? Advisory committees help set direction and policy for the BCTF. Currently, vacancies exist for the Finance Committee (September 17 deadline), the Income Security Committee, and the Teachers Teaching on Call Committee (October 21 deadlines). Please click on the following link to find out more about each committee and how to apply BCTF Committee/Facilitator Postings. We encourage and invite all interested members to apply. Participate in one of ten local/district Teacher Inquiry Projects Consider how your local may support teacher inquiry as a viable, professional learning model. How can the local teachers’ association lead and sustain this professional direction? Current research and experience tells us that inquiry is a form of professional development that promotes deep, relevant, personal learning within a community of teaching professionals. Teacher inquiry supports teacher growth through reflection, collaborative conversation, and investigation into teaching practice. Action research groups, study groups, book study circles, conversation models, and dialogue on student work are examples of teacher inquiry. Collaborative teacher inquiry into a current teaching and learning question or dilemma underpins all models. This BCTF initiative aims to co-ordinate and expand the Federation’s ongoing work in teacher inquiry through the BCTF’s Program for Quality Teaching and the Research and Technology Division. Interested locals should submit a PQT/Teacher Inquiry Project application by Friday, October 4, 2013 at 5:00 p.m. For further information on the projects, please contact Jenny Garrels, PSID assistant director, at jgarrels@bctf.ca, 604-871-1871 or toll free at 1-800-663-9163 (local 1871), or go to: bctf.ca/TeacherInquiry   Summer/Fall Social Justice Newsletter   Keep informed and understand the issues some of your students may face in their day-to-day lives. Read the BCTF Social Justice Committee’s periodical Social Justice Newsletter. Resources, units, activities for Social Justice 12—Sign up here Interested in sharing resources, units, activities, and other relevant information for your SJ 12 class? Please sign up for the Social Justice 12 Public mailing List at http://bctf.ca/cgi-bin/mailinglistssub.pl   It is as easy as signing your name. New look for Teacher newsmagazine Print editions of the newly redesigned Teacher newsmagazine will arrive at schools next week. Due to digitization, the format of the Teacher print edition has changed. Check the online edition here.  The latest on the BCTF website Call for workshop proposals for the new teachers, new TTOCs, and student teachers conference. Public Education Advocates Newsletter, Issue #1, September 6, 2013. National strike called for Wednesday, September 11 in Mexico—Urgent support requested Teachers' unions in Mexico are keeping up their fight against the imposition of neo-liberal education policies, which will lead to a curriculum dictated by the government, privatization, and the destruction of democratic education in the country. Thousands of teachers and their supporters are on the streets and have, for example, blocked the road to Mexico City's airport and surrounded the congress building, forcing congress members to meet somewhere different. Some 30,000 teachers have set up camp in the Zocalo, the plaza in the middle of Mexico City. Protests have been carried out around the country and a national strike has been called for Wednesday. Teachers in Oaxaca and Michaocan are on an indefinite strike. The media have been attacking the teachers and there is fear the government may resort to violence to repress the teacher protests. The Executive committee passed a motion of support for our Mexican collegues on September 9. To read more background in English, and ongoing updates go to www.teachersolidarity.com  Teacher strike in Colombia on September 10  Education International has called for support for teachers on strike on September 10. The purpose of the strike is to challenge the anti-union legislation adopted in the country. The union FECODE is also calling for protection of teachers who have been the particular targets of intimidation and assassination. Teachers still have not received pay that was owed to them from 2002 and the government is not providing health services that are supposed to be provided. The BCTF will send a letter of support for the teachers to the Colombian embassy in Ottawa and to the union. Canadian instructor and doctor held in Egyptian jail John Greyson, an instructor at York University, was jailed in August along with his Canadian colleague, Dr. Tarek Loubani, by the Egyptian military. Both are held without charges and without any sense of when they will be released. Labour Start, an international and highly regarded organization, spearheads many campaigns that involve unions, or union members striving for justice. Please take a look at their website to find out more about John Greyson and Tarek Loubani’s situation and what you can do to help achieve their release http://www.labourstartcampaigns.net/show_campaign.cgi?c=1943.       Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/thesa/scholarships.htm,THESA Website THESA Scholarships Three scholarships are offered each year to THESA members. THESA offers these three scholarships for Home Economics educators and student teachers to further their educational goals. The scholarships currently award five hundred dollars each. All scholarship applications and supporting information must be postmarked no later than March 31. The Wineva Jones Memorial Scholarship is awarded to a home economics student in his/her final year of teacher education. Click here for the Wineva Jones Memorial Scholarship application. The THESA Graduate Scholarship is awarded to a graduate student pursuing a masters or a doctorate degree that would benefit Home Economics education in B.C. Click here for the Graduate/Post Grad Diploma Scholarship application. The Dr. Linda Peterat Scholarship is awarded to a Teacher Education student, Graduate student, or Home Ec Education Diploma student at the discretion of the committee. Criteria: Must be an active BCTF and THESA member. Applicants must apply by the deadline published in the winter THESA newsletter. Must supply documentation of grades, personal and professional references and involvement in committees as outlined on the application form. Selection Process: The scholarship chair is an elected member of the THESA executive. The scholarship chair will strike a committee to review applications. Members of the committee cannot be scholarship applicants. The successful applicant will be notified of the committee's decision by the scholarship chair. The successful applicants will be recognized in the newsletter and on the website. Click here for a list of past scholarship recipients © 2010 Teachers of Home Economics Specialist Association  )
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12070&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2001 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 13, Number 6, April 2001 It’s about time by Nancy Knickerbocker It’s about time for all the changes we’ve been striving for. It’s about time to stand together side by side. Our schools will always be the heart of our community. Let’s guide them carefully. It’s about time. The rousing chorus to the BCTF campaign song resounded into the halls of the Legislative Buildings as 700 AGM delegates sang and cheered to highlight teachers’ objectives in this round of collective bargaining. The 85th Annual General Meeting occurred over spring break at the Victoria Conference Centre, a short walk from the seat of government. At the lively noon-hour rally, held March 19, BCTF President David Chudnovsky was not at all shy about expressing teachers’ demands for a significant salary increase. "In the last nine years, teachers have received an average raise of less than 1% per year, and that is not even close to the rate of inflation," Chudnovsky told the crowd. "If our salaries had kept pace with inflation, the average teacher would have $24,000 more in [his]/her pocket today." With the teacher shortage across Canada and abroad, the B.C. government must ensure that salaries are competitive to attract talented young graduates and retain experienced teachers. Chudnovsky also warned Gordon Campbell’s Liberals that their stated plan to impose essential services legislation on teachers will result in unnecessary disruption in public schools. "Is education essential? You bet it’s essential, Mr. Campbell, but not in the way you mean," he said. "It’s essential that students in intermediate and secondary grades have smaller classes. It’s essential that Aboriginal students be given a better chance at success. And it’s essential that teachers have the right to full and free collective bargaining." Chudnovsky pointed out that teachers bargain for themselves, to be sure. But they also bargain on behalf of students and their learning conditions. "Many of the improvements in our schools have been achieved not through policy decisions by government, but by vigorous negotiations." He challenged the Liberals to articulate a positive program for public education, rather than proceed with an ill-advised plan that will inevitably provoke conflict. Other speakers at the AGM echoed Chudnovsky’s concerns. Jim Sinclair, president of the B.C. Federation of Labour, referred to the recent Alberta election, in which voters returned Premier Ralph Klein with a huge majority even though in "Ralph’s world," education and healthcare funding have been slashed. "Of course," Sinclair added, "it’s not always fun living in Glen’s world or Ujjal’s world either. You were outraged, as we were, by the suspension of CUPE’s right to strike during last year’s dispute." But the direction Gordon Campbell is taking as he heads to the polls "has to strike fear into anyone who cares about education in this province," Sinclair said. "In Gordon’s world, we’ll have charter schools and privatization under the guise of choice. In Gordon’s world, education workers have no right to strike. I don’t know about you, but I have no intention of living there, but I’m afraid we’re going to have to visit for a while." In another keynote address, Seth Klein, of the Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives, offered an assessment of the state of the B.C. economy as teachers begin this round of bargaining. The outlook for 2001 is good, with a predicted increase in revenues of $1.3 billion over the year. Even within the framework of a third balanced budget, Klein said, there is a great deal of room for fair wage settlements, increases to social assistance, health, and education, as well as new spending in areas such as home care, childcare, and social housing. Klein also debunked the theory that tax cuts will increase government revenues. "It’s an appealing notion, right? After all, it’s hard to say no when someone says you can have it all: tax cuts, increased revenues, and thus more money to fund healthcare and education, and other public programs. The problem is, the proposition is just plain wrong." In fact, he said, "the notion that tax cuts will stimulate so much economic growth that they will pay for themselves is a delusion." He acknowledged that tax cuts do offer a small economic stimulus, but even the B.C. Business Summit has admitted that its desired tax cut of $1.5 billion could only recoup one-third of its value. The rest would have to be paid for by cuts in government spending. Nancy Knickerbocker is the BCTF’s media relations officer.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "October is #FosterFamilyMonth. Thank you #BC for opening your homes and hearts to more than 5,900 children and youth." @John_Yap - 11:14pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=24149,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > October 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 2, October 2011   Classified advertising  Travel/Vacation WHISTLER CABIN–PINECREST 5 bdrm/ loft, totally renovated with 4 baths, sauna, woodstove, large decks, fully equipped kitchen. By tennis courts and private lake. Seasonal rates from $275/nt. 604-936-3346, e-mail: glush49@gmail.com  WHISTLER Condo. Sleeps 4, views, close to village, 604-943-9423, preddyplace@telus.net. FRANCE. Ultimate vacations, privately owned, beautiful furn. 1 bdrm. central Paris. Wkly/mthly. 604-738-1876, 604-879-4936, irene.roland@gmail.com, www.ultimateparis.com  MAUI HAWAII, Great S. Kihei location, 1 bdrm. with ocean view, across the street from great beaches. For more information 209-599-5248 or www.maui342.com  KIHEI, MAUI, Privately owned, beautiful fully furn. 2 bdrm, 2 bath condo, across from Kamaole Beaches. Great complex, Great location. 250-598-6955. PUERTO VALLARTA Bright, clean, quiet, 1 bdrm, 2 blks from beach, downtown, $350/wk., monthly rates. 604-608-4268, dbemc@hotmail.com  GULF ISLANDS Deluxe waterfront cottage, 1 bd./sleeps 4, winter and summer rates, call Alma 250-629-3008, www.ainsliepointcottage.com  SOUTH OF FRANCE villa in lively, lovely market town of Limoux. 4 bdrms. Sleeps 8. 2 bathrooms. All mod cons. Near lake and river swimming and historic Carcassonne. Great rates. Deep discounts for long-term, off-season. www.southoffrancerental.com  QUADRA ISLAND private cabin for 2. Panoramic ocean, mountain view, soaker tub, www.lunavista.ca   WATERFRONT CONDO Birch Bay, WA. 2 bdrm, 2 bath, for week or weekend rentals. Complex has indoor pool, hot tub, games room. $150/night or $900/wk (plus $50 cln. fee), birchbayrentals.com or call Teresa @ 604-831-4080. WHISTLER. Townhouse, sleeps 6, fully equip. 604-925-7669 or Gary 604-669-7212. MESA/PHOENIX park model trailer in 55+ park, sleeps 4, 4 pools, golf, tennis...huge variety of daily activities. $1300/mo. 604-463-3151. WAILEA MAUI. 2 bdrm. Condo beautifully renovated. Available to teachers at discounted rate. A/C, free long distance, free WiFi, flat screen TVs. New furnishings, private lanai, W/D, onsite property manager. Beach gear. E-mail: waileavacationrentals@shaw.ca  WINTER STORM WATCH. Sunshine Coast oceanfront home, spectacular SW Georgia Straight Views from every room. Enjoy a winter weekend getaway curled by the woodburning fire watching the weather. 3 bdrm, 2 bath, private & peaceful, walk to beaches, Gibson’s funky shops, restaurants. $200/night, longer stays rates negotiable. Xmas avail. janeski@telus.net, 604-921-7122. LA MANZANILLA, MEXICO. Beautiful, new, luxurious home in quiet cul-de-sac. 4 bdrm, 3½ bath, pool, fully furnished. 12-min. walk to village and playa. 250-537-6984, casalamanz@shaw.ca, www.lamanzanillarental.com  PHOENIX ARIZONA. 2300 sq.ft. house on golf course. 3+ bdrm., pool with waterfall among palms, mountain views. Close to airport, sports stadiums, golf. Rent by the day/week/month. 604-465-5592 or firemedic@shaw.ca  PUERTO VALLARTA 1 bdrm. with kitchenette: $300/wk. or $600/mo. in a new ocean-view private home in gated community. 7 min. to beach, 15 min. to airport. http://mexicohome.weebly.com for details. Your best bet. Rent/Exchange VANCOUVER Clean, bright, quiet, centrally located condos at Robson & Bute. 1 bdrm. $95. Daily/wkly/ mthly rates. 604-608-4268, dbemc@hotmail.com  SUBLET KITSILANO. 1 bdrm. furnished view apartment, January– April, $1,200 all inclusive. 604-731-4798. OCEAN VIEW HOUSE on 1 acre garden property, Vancouver Island. $1000/mo. plus utilities. Includes fridge, stove, washer, dryer. South of Ladysmith in Saltair. 2 bdrm. References, credit check & lease required. Beaches nearby. mcleangrocery@telus.net   FOR RENT. Our beautiful waterfront home in Youbou/Lake Cowichan. For the perfect renters, we’re willing to negotiate. Please contact lmcdaniel@shaw.ca for more info. Miscellaneous RETIRING SOON? Join the B.C. Retired Teachers’ Association to: Keep informed, Stay connected, Remain involved. For more information, go to www.bcrta.ca or call 604-871-2260, 1-877-683-2243. FRENCH FIELD TRIPS. Contact Sandy, Burns Bog Conservation Society, 604-572-0373. FIELD TRIPS. K–12 curriculum based. Burns Bog Conservation Society, 604-572-0373. PENSION QUESTIONS? Ask Arnie – now retired and available for expert, personal, one-to-one consultation including pension estimates, options, bridge, CPP/OAS, and pension splitting. Reasonable rates. Call Arnie Lambert at 604-354-5624 or e-mail arnielambert@shaw.ca  TEACHING POSITIONS IN INTERNATIONAL SCHOOLS through the 24th annual Teachers’ Overseas Recruiting Fair at Queen’s University, January 27–29, 2012. Hundreds of K–12 positions in dozens of countries. Most contracts for 2 years. Pre-registration required. http://educ.queensu.ca/careers  FOR PEAT’S SAKE. A classroom study on Burns Bog and other peatlands. K–7 curriculum based. 206 pages, $59.95 plus HST. Special rate for multiple copies. Burns Bog Conservation Society, 604-572-0373. SCHOOL TATOOS 1,000 tattoos with your school’s logo $149. Visit www.schooltattoos.ca, E-mail info@schooltattoos.ca or call 613-567-2636. PERSONAL. 35-year-old good looking Caucasian male, employed as support staff, would like to meet a single Caucasian female teacher in her late 20s or early 30s with high moral and family values, for a long-term relationship leading to marriage, preferably Lower Mainland area. Reply in confidence. Serious enquiries only. man4onewomen@hotmail.com  TILING & PAINTING. Want to get the job done right? Call Vito. Glass and slate specialist. Indoor, outdoor painting. Serving the Vancouver area since 1996. www.tile-rific.ca or call 604-831-4013. WIN AN AUTHOR VISIT. Pam Withers, author of 15 teen books (www. pamwithers.com), is seeking male adults who went thru a period of being reluctant readers as youths, to interview for an upcoming book on getting boys to read. Involves 30-min. phone interview on reading habits. Interviewees’ names then go into draw for free* school presentation (value: $325). E-mail withers@intergate.ca. Male relatives of female teachers also welcome. *Outside Vancouver, travel expenses apply. RESOURCES FOR SALE. Like new. Current English workbooks. All levels, reading, writing, grammar, spelling, and vocabulary. Also workbooks for disabled students. ESl workbooks and tapes, Toefl. rburke@telus,net, 604-228-9841. FOR SALE–OCEAN VIEW from every room, White Rock, BC. Spacious penthouse-style, 3 bdrm, condo. 2 full baths. Top floor, S/W corner. Approx. 1600 sq.ft. Crowns. Master bdrm with walk-in closet, powder room, electric FPL., balcony. Ensuite laundry. Second balcony glassed-in. All appliances. Two car park. Steps to shopping, transportation, beach. 55+ No pets. $429,000. comrad@shaw.ca  DYNAMIC SAFE STRETCHES Plus Strength & Stamina Circuit Teacher’s say: Music great! Pauses worked for ‘switch’! Little explanation needed! Ready to go stations! Instructions include safety/stretch’ alerts’ ! dee_peters@hotmail.com    Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141008,thetyee.ca,http://thetyee.ca/Bios/Nick_Smith/,News, Articles & Commentary by Nick Smith | The Tyee About Advertise Follow Support RSS Topic Aboriginal Affairs BC Election 2013 BC Politics Education Energy Environment Federal Politics Film Food Gender + Sexuality Health Housing Labour + Industry Local Economy Media Municipal Politics Music Photo Essays Podcasts Politics Rights + Justice Science + Tech Transportation Travel Urban Planning + Architecture News Culture Opinion National MediaCheck Solutions Join Craving crack civic election coverage? Help fund it... Bios Nick Smith Nick Smith graduated from the University of Victoria in 1990, majoring in English. He completed his teaching certificate at Simon Fraser University in 1993, specializing in alternative education and learning disabilities, and taught for the Vancouver School Board from 1993-2006. In 2005, Nick moved to the Sunshine Coast with his wife and two boys, spent a year teaching at the Sunshine Coast Alternative School, and now teaches full-time in Spider, the online adult education program. In 2007, Nick completed his Master's of Educational Technology through the University of British Columbia. He has a strong interest in open-source software. Nick has traveled extensively throughout North America, Central America, Europe and Asia. Over the years, he has written about music, environmental issues, food, and education for publications such as The Georgia Straight and Adbusters. Nick now writes exclusively for The Tyee. Reporting Beat: Education, and the social issues that surround education. Nick may be one of the only teachers in BC who writes about education from the front lines. Twitter: @mr_nixmith Stories by Nick Smith BC Teacher to Ministry: How Can I Possibly Formulate Grades? Due to the strike, there's no way to assess my students' learning. By Nick Smith, 26 Jun 2014 Idea #2: Turn Complex Problems into Games Have fun and save the world: It worked for one conundrum that boggled scientists for years. Second in a series. By Nick Smith, 20 Dec 2012 Drinking in BC's Beer Identity At the local fest, I solicit brewmaster views on what makes a true West Coast brew. And heroically narrow down my top 10. By Nick Smith, 22 Sep 2012 My Public Investigation A public school teacher confronts his anxiety about private education in BC. By Nick Smith, 5 Sep 2012 Seven Ways to Empower Your Wired Teen TYEE LIST #13: With mobile power comes great responsibility. A teacher's tipsheet. By Nick Smith, 5 May 2012 Idea #6: Tech-Savvy Classrooms to Personalize Learning Use kids' texting, Youtubing ways to their advantage, in classrooms that embrace new media. By Nick Smith, 26 Dec 2011 'Open Courses, Open Teaching, This Is Dangerous' A BC teacher reports from the front lines of the open source education movement. By Nick Smith, 15 Sep 2011 I Volunteered to Coach My Child, Not Be Fingerprinted Still, I was ready to go. Until I found the new rules don't do much at all to truly protect kids from predators. By Nick Smith, 23 Feb 2011 End of the Go It Alone Adventure People used to travel to discover things for themselves. Facebook changed that. Everyone else gets to look in now. By Nick Smith, 31 Aug 2010 The Day Teachers Dread How to kill morale: Every year tell your dedicated staff to get ready to be dumped or bumped. By Nick Smith, 17 May 2010 The New School of Google Why make students memorize facts easily found on the Net? We must change how we teach. By Nick Smith, 3 Feb 2010 Anatomy of a Murdered High School Course Why do creative efforts to educate die? Witness the killing of TPC 12. By Nick Smith, 22 Sep 2009 What's Your Hundred Mile Holiday? Staying close to home can save cash, energy, sanity. Share with us, please, your favourite local pastime. By Nick Smith, 31 Jul 2009 In Praise of the Mancation Every year we fill a coffin with beer and set forth into BC's wilderness. By Nick Smith, 7 Jul 2009 Idea #1: Slow Towns Local, relaxed, sustainable. Europe is leading the way. Is BC next? By Nick Smith, 22 Dec 2008 Time to Reset the School Clock Every kid is different. Why force each mind to fit the same timetable? Last in a Tyee reader-funded series. By Nick Smith, 19 Sep 2008 We Can Teach Teachers Better Pro-D workshops aren't enough. It takes expert mentoring, teamwork and sweat. Fifth in a Tyee reader-funded series. By Nick Smith, 16 Sep 2008 Learning 2.0 New breed of teacher blends Facebook with textbooks. Fourth in a Tyee reader-funded series. By Nick Smith, 12 Sep 2008 Small Schools, Next Big Thing Kids learn better in more focused, familiar settings. Third in a Tyee reader-funded series. By Nick Smith, 9 Sep 2008 Get Kids out of the Classroom! Plug them into their community, and they thrive. Second in a Tyee reader-funded series. By Nick Smith, 5 Sep 2008 In Search of A+ Teaching One teacher's quest to learn from the best educators he can find. First in a Tyee reader-funded series. By Nick Smith, 2 Sep 2008 BC's Big Box Education Why we need better alternatives. By Nick Smith, 19 Jun 2007 Boy Trouble? We're cheating all students. Girls may just put up with it better. By Nick Smith, 27 Feb 2007 The Quiet Revolution in BC Schooling Officials are downplaying huge changes online learning will bring. By Nick Smith, 6 Sep 2006 LNG a chance, not a windfall, says BC throne speech Postmedia could soon own almost every English newspaper in Canada. What could possibly go wrong? VIEW: Voting for your principles is 'strategic voting' Petition opposes BC's 'potential muzzling' of non-profits More troubles for BC's big LNG plans Tirade at Tyee by immigration minister's top aide analyzed tweet by tweet Government slow to respond to FOIs? No need to tell Bob Mackin Converting ferries to LNG will save money, reduce fares: CEO See more » Tyee Video Picks Submitted by Tyee staff, Today Last chance to see 'The Vancouver Asahi' baseball story at VIFF. Where do these videos come from? From you. Suggest one here! Most Popular Can 'Cuisine' Make a Better School Lunch? What I Saw with a German Tour of the Oilsands Don't Give Postmedia More Local Monopolies First Nations 'Front and Centre Now': Pierre Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign How Much Do You Trust Canada's Wireless Giants? Christy Clark's No Pro at LNG Poker BC Filmmaking Duo Passes the Acid Test For Kids, the Meal Is the Message Most Emailed Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign For Kids, the Meal Is the Message Understanding Harper's Evangelical Mission Who'd Be a School Trustee in 2014? Why New Euro-Canada Treaty Is a Gift to Oil Firms BC Filmmaking Duo Passes the Acid Test We Must Heed Naomi Klein's Call China Deal Trumps Province, First Nations on Energy Projects: Treaty Expert Fired Researcher Who Killed Self Was Evaluating Drug Backed by Clark Climate Warriors Must Forge Stronger Alliances, Now Reported Elsewhere Postmedia could soon own almost every English newspaper in Canada (via DeSmog) Petronas CEO warns of 15-year delay to BC LNG project (via G&M) BC government apologizes for firing worker who later killed himself (via the Victoria Times-Colonist) From Tibet to Taiwan, China's outer regions watch Hong Kong protests intently (via the New York Times) It's a shame Jean-Claude Duvalier died a free man, says ex-UN prosecutor (via CBC News) Vancouver's cabbies take aim at Uber (via The Province) Keurig's coffee supremacy challenged by Canadian firm (via Yahoo! News) North and South Korea 'agree to talks' (via BBC News) See more » Your BC: The Tyee's Photo Pool Join The Tyee's Flickr group » View previous selections » Most Commented What I Saw with a German Tour of the Oil Sands (132 comments) Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign (76 comments) 'The Environment Is the Economy': MP Weston (106 comments) Fired Researcher Who Killed Self Was Evaluating Drug Backed by Clark (57 comments) Climate Warriors Must Forge Stronger Alliances, Now (53 comments) ISIS Threat: Let's Refuse to be Scared (79 comments) We Must Heed Naomi Klein's Call (309 comments) Christy Clark's No Pro at LNG Poker (38 comments) Six Steps to Protect Canadians from Flaws in China Trade Deal (128 comments) How Labour Unions Make Us Healthier (31 comments) About The Tyee National Pool Contributors Advertise Contact Funding Jobs Master Classes Privacy Policy Submissions Support The Tyee News Culture Opinion National Mediacheck Solutions Video Publications Tyee News Weekly Archives The Hook Other BC Blogs Reported Elsewhere Steve Burgess Murray Dobbin Michael Geist Crawford Kilian Rafe Mair Andrew Nikiforuk Shannon Rupp Bill Tieleman Dorothy Woodend Follow The Tyee Subscribe by email Subscribe by RSS Tyee Mobile App Managed Hosting by Gossamer Threads × Share article via email Send this article to: Your email address: Your message: Would you like to receive The Tyee's headlines free by email? Yes, every day. Yes, once a week. I already subscribe. No, thanks. Submit Show form again » Close)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media jthornthwaite last tweet "Read #BC's Blueprint in English, Punjabi, Chinese & French! http://t.co/cUCdVsL7BA #findyourfit #diverse #northvan http://t.co/cUCdVsL7BA" @jthornthwaite - 07:37pm Follow @jthornthwaite BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141006,globalnews.ca,http://globalnews.ca/tag/enterovirus-d68/feed/,enterovirus D68 | News, Videos & Articles Your Region: National BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg On TV: News Hour Sections National National sections Locals Local sections Watch Watch sections Search Canada Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released Sections Health Money Consumer Tech Entertainment Environment Science Lifestyle Sports Featured Canada World Politics Investigations Canada Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released Your Region National Change BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Health Money Consumer Tech Entertainment Environment Science Lifestyle Sports Jump to a Region National BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Man trying to reach Bermuda in inflatable bubble rescued by Coast Guard Schedule NowNews Hour 6:30pmGlobal National More Programs Global National The West Block 16x9 The Morning Show More Personalities Dawna Friesen Carolyn Jarvis Liza Fromer Tom Clark More News Major snowfall covers N. Manitoba Entertainment ‘Gone Girl’ wins weekend box office News Journalist with Ebola arrives at US hospital Canada Quebecor sells off Sun newspaper chain News Crowdfunded bus debuts in Toronto Entertainment Depardieu reveals past as escort, thief Canada MPs debate motion for airstrikes in Iraq Sports NBA extends television deals for 9 years Trending Maple Syrup Heist Hong Kong protests Iraq crisis Luka Magnotta Ebola outbreak enterovirus D68 Ukraine Retail Wars enterovirus D68 Health 7 hours ago U.S. official: Enterovirus D68 caused boy’s death A virus that has been causing severe respiratory illness across the U.S. is responsible for the death of a 4-year-old boy in New Jersey. Continue reading → Global News October 4, 2014 9:00 pm 9th person diagnosed with Enterovirus D68 in B.C. A ninth child has been diagnosed with Enterovirus-D68 according to Dr. Danuta Skowronski with the B.C. Centre for Disease Control. Continue reading →   What is this? Branded content is written by or on behalf of our sponsor and not by Global News' editorial staff. If you'd like to learn more... What is this ? X What is this? Branded content is written by or on behalf of our sponsor and not by Global News' editorial staff. If you'd like to learn more... More stories below News Hour Final Toronto October 3, 2014 6:15 pm SickKids Hospital testing 3 patients for Enterovirus D68 The Hospital for Sick Children in Toronto is awaiting test results of three patients for Enterovirus D68 after exhibiting muscle weakness following respiratory illnesses. Continue reading → BC 1 October 2, 2014 10:26 pm Mom with asthmatic children concerned about enterovirus in B.C. Though most children who get the enterovirus recover with nothing worse than common cold-like symptoms, those who have a history of respiratory illness or lowered immune systems face the greatest risk. Continue reading → Health October 2, 2014 6:26 pm Potentially severe respiratory illness confirmed in Manitoba By Peter Chura Anchor/Supervising Producer A potentially severe respiratory illness that has struck children across Canada and the United States has been confirmed in Manitoba. Continue reading → EV-D68 October 2, 2014 6:00 pm Is enterovirus the culprit for paralysis symptoms in Canadian kids? They had muscle weakness and paralysis in their shoulders, arms and hips. These strange symptoms in a handful of Canadian kids have doctors baffled. Continue reading →   What is this? Branded content is written by or on behalf of our sponsor and not by Global News' editorial staff. If you'd like to learn more... What is this ? X What is this? Branded content is written by or on behalf of our sponsor and not by Global News' editorial staff. If you'd like to learn more... mysterious illness October 2, 2014 5:02 pm More Canadian children being tested for neurological symptoms Four Hamilton area patients, including one who tested positive for enterovirus D-68, are being assessed for neurological symptoms Thursday. Continue reading → EV-D68 October 1, 2014 10:35 pm 4 deaths reported in people with enterovirus D68, but exact cause unclear Four people who were infected with enterovirus D68 in the U.S. have died, but what role the virus played in the deaths is unclear. Continue reading → More stories below Health September 26, 2014 9:15 pm Is enterovirus cause of weakness, paralysis in 9 Colorado kids? Health officials are investigating nine cases of muscle weakness or paralysis in Colorado children and whether enterovirus might be the culprit. Continue reading → Canada September 26, 2014 6:55 pm Kitchener, Ont. hospital confirms case of enterovirus D68 The Grand River Hospital in Kitchener, Ont. has confirmed a case of the respiratory virus enterovirus D68. Continue reading → Load More Popular Now Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released 20224 How does Ebola spread? 5 things you need to know 18659 Accused Madeleine McCann Twitter troll found dead 9985 Ebola: 5 reasons why an outbreak is highly unlikely in Canada 7298 UPDATE: What’s the best, cheapest Canadian cellphone plan out there? 5891 Featured Content Canada Ebola: 5 reasons why an outbreak is highly unlikely in Canada What are the chances of an Ebola outbreak taking off in Canada? It isn’t likely, according to experts. And here are a number of reasons why. Continue reading → Environment Are we in the midst of a mass extinction? There have been 5 mass extinctions — the loss of 75 per cent or more of the world’s species — in Earth’s history. Scientists now believe that we are at the early stages of the sixth. Continue reading → Health Lab-grown penises may soon be ‘ready for testing’ on humans Researchers in North Carolina say penises grown in laboratories could “soon be ready for human testing,” offering hope for men who have had traumatic injuries or penile cancer. Continue reading → Canada Meet Rachel Parent — the teen fighting for GMO labelling in Canada Rachel Parent is a 15-year-old activist. Her goal: mandatory labelling in Canada of all genetically modified organisms, or GMOs that are found as ingredients in food. Continue reading → Canada Abandoned puppies on the mend Twenty hungry, cold and flea-infested puppies found in a Saskatchewan field are now being nursed back to health at Battleford’s Humane Society. Continue reading → Science Everything you need to know about Wednesday’s lunar eclipse On Oct. 8, Canada will be treated to its second lunar eclipse of the year. Find out what you can expect. Continue reading → Canada Can homegrown food win the climate change war? Wondering what’s the single most effective way to combat climate change? Plant a garden. Continue reading → Canada 16×9: An investigation into illegal lumber Timber thieves are stealing wood from the Russian Far East, processing it in China and then shipping it to North America, a 16×9 investigation has found. Continue reading → Highlights Hounds of Parliament: As commuting cyclist and budget watchdog, Frechette must make his presence known Frechette draws a line distinguishing his personality as a cyclist and as the parliamentary budget officer. But surely there’s a parallel between the assertive man he is on a bike and in the role of PBO? Continue reading → Email alerts Sign up for FREE daily Globalnews.ca newsletters and breaking news alerts Email Address National Daily News National Breaking News By clicking on the submit button, I have read, understood and agreed to our privacy policy Twitter Follow globalnews 20 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews USA Swimming suspends #MichaelPhelps for 6 months glbn.ca/ClLU9 pic.twitter.com/nqC3dQ3NhL 20 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews Hillary Clinton: military action against ISIS “critical” and “essential” globalnews.ca/news/1600343/w… #cdnpoli 32 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews Boy left in car during church choir practice dies glbn.ca/ClKBB Jump to a Region BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Connect Facebook Twitter Google+ RSS Contact Us Global News About Us Privacy Policy Principles & Practices Terms & Conditions Copyright Shaw Media Advertise Open Data © Shaw Media Inc., 2014. All rights reserved. Follow Follow “Global News” Get every new post delivered to your Inbox. Join 3,820 other followers Powered by WordPress.com Shaw Connect Expand News Entertainment Entertainment Home Celebs Movies TV Music Living Lifestyle Food Home & Living Sports Money Tech Travel Breaktime Autos Watch TV Online All Sites Global Global News Food Network HGTV History Television Showcase Slice DTOUR ET Canada National Geographic Movietime Lifetime H2 DIY Action NG Wild Mystery IFC BBC Deja Vu Twist)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=19876,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 2, October 2009  Aboriginal education in a social justice union, Part 2 By Christine Stewart I now turn to the broader question of how the BCTF Aboriginal Education Advisory Committee works on Aboriginal education in the context of what is called social justice unionism. To date in BC, we have 275–300 self-identified Aboriginal teachers who are members in the BCTF. This number fluctuates and we have experienced a decline over the years. There are many pressures on Aboriginal teachers. They are more often than not called upon to be the “cultural brokers” for all the Aboriginal concerns within both the district and the schools in which they teach. Aboriginal teachers experience the pressure of educating their colleagues on all issues, ranging from the very basic to the complex, that face Aboriginal people. Aboriginal teachers often feel that as the brokers of Aboriginal culture and community, they are on display—taken out of the cupboard for show and returned once their usefulness as showpieces has been fulfilled. The pressures on Aboriginal teachers are enormous, and it has been difficult to find non-Aboriginal teachers who are willing and able to share the load. Aboriginal teachers are pressured to be homogenous and fit into multicultural or global education. It is the pressure on Aboriginal teachers that makes the Aboriginal Education Advisory Committee so important. The committee gives us the strength and the ability to acquire understanding and apply indigenous knowledge as an emancipatory process against the backdrop of our colonial past that has served to deny indigenous rights. This is what keeps us together when we are feeling uneasy and uncertain. The challenges of social justice There are a number of challenges I see in how a union committed to social justice, as the BCTF is, can simultaneously hold onto ideals of unionism and social justice in public education and incorporate the concerns of the Aboriginal community at the same time. Both Aboriginal teachers and children can be used as a starting point to have a dialogue on social justice, but the problem—it is important to stress—is not one that arises from specific Aboriginal issues. Rather, the problem is that of the inequality and discrimination resulting from embedded ethnocentrism, which is rampant in our society and our schools. The challenges are captured in how we make and create space for others on their terms. In Anti-racism Education, George Sefa Dei writes: “…New solidarities must seek to rupture the political, economic and ideological status quo and challenge society to side with the forces of social justice, peace and human dignity. The personal risks taken in advocating for social change are real and insidious, particularly given the mounting organized resistance against progressive change.” (p. 18) I believe the leadership of the BCTF in 1999 boldly facilitated progressive change in this house of labour for all members of the BCTF. They understood that the issue of Aboriginal education had to be brought within a general framework of antiracist education, while at the same time providing Aboriginal educators with a place to stand within the union. They encouraged the development of the Aboriginal Advisory Committee and they made certain that there was an administrative staff person for Aboriginal education in the Professional and Social Issues Division of the union. It has made a great difference. For the first time, everyone involved in the union appeared to acknowledge the devastating impacts colonization has had and continues to have on children and communities. To date, the Aboriginal Education Advisory Committee has been immersed in substantial intellectual work (in association with the larger union). It has developed new and progressive policies, and has signed-off on provincial language indicating a commitment to employment equity for Aboriginal teachers. Now, it must navigate these policies and articulate what is to be done. The real project work for employment equity begins both inside the Federation and in the local teacher union leadership. Employment equity for Aboriginal teachers has caused great concern for all involved. Some of the initial reactions voiced by the membership include: Are these teachers going to be qualified? Affirmative-action policy hires on numbers and not merit. What about my child who is in teacher education now? Why do they need this? I did it, why can’t they? These questions suggest that people are losing something by addressing Aboriginal concerns. They appear to be very disruptive to “white” working people in general, and teachers are no exception, especially in these lean times of economic security with declining enrolment and school closures. Teachers have not always shared a common understanding of the social justice issues that stem from First Nations policies adopted by the BCTF that were designed to improve the conditions of Aboriginal education in the province. And there are still problems. There are still those who think the union must first attend to the rights of the whole, and then later to those who are excluded by discrimination from the rights enjoyed by the majority. They don’t understand how this weakens the union. In The house that race built, Stuart Hall writes: “Symbolic lines are drawn…and power uses differences as a way of marking off who does and who does not belong… The future belongs to those who are ready to take in a bit of the other, as well as being what they themselves are. After all, it is because their history and ours is so deeply and profoundly and inextricably intertwined that racism exists.” (p. 298) Unions have been down this path before with workers facing powerful employers and women wanting the same basic and equal labour rights as their male counterparts. Aboriginal educators strive for that same equality now. If the BCTF were to merely focus on workers’ rights and benefits, it would have to abandon its belief that teachers care for all our students, and it would have to ignore the fact that not every child in public education comes from a place of privilege. Most of the members of the BCTF do not want to abandon this belief, but turning it into practice is the real question. It is this practice that will define the union. And there is still a lot of resistance to it. As the past Aboriginal education co-ordinator trying to put these beliefs into practice, I ended up as a “cultural broker” for all Aboriginal teachers. In spite of my union’s commitment to social justice, my work often put me in awkward situations and sometimes created great tensions. In this situation, the Aboriginal Education Advisory Committee is key to being able to do the job with integrity. I had to be there for them and keep in close touch—so I didn’t forget the direction we were suppose to go. It is not easy to push in this direction. It is not easy to always remember that I was in service to my people, my union, and fellow educator’s students and families. Even in a social justice union like the BCTF, those who are thought of as doing the “special” work of social justice—the work done in the Professional and Social Issues Division—are not seen as doing the real union work, like member rights and collective bargaining. This “special” work was in effect marginalized. The union appears to be going in the right direction in terms of formal policy. However, when the real work needed to be done, support was often not forthcoming. One must take on this kind of work with the mindset of a fight, which is a perspective that I and the Aboriginal Education Advisory Committee are not comfortable with. But we are all stuck with it. Nobody should have to fight inside her or his own union. The challenge can be very draining and takes its toll on the individual worker. It’s easy to say, “I’ll fight for a 10% raise for you next year” or “you deserve smaller class sizes.” But, it is not so easy to approach people who seem to be supportive and say to them, “you’re part of the problem. You have to change. You need to be aware of your privilege and how it affects others.” Real change can happen. There is a need for this change, but the group seeking this change is small. They are outsiders. They are Aboriginal. At the same time, and very important in the BCTF, they have an advisory committee that is developing some influence. It will need ongoing interrogation of positions of privilege, between all concerned. I believe we can build coalitions that will support and facilitate ongoing changes inside of the union. Again, this will not be easy. As Charlotte Bunch argues: “Challenges to oppressive attitudes and the resistance with which they are met are responsible for many of the problems arising [in coalitions].” But, unless there is a willingness to change these oppressive attitudes and behaviours, coalition building will be seriously impeded. Coalition building is a central component of constructing better opportunities and experiences for the future for our union and us as indigenous educators. It is the individual who experiences oppression, but that oppression must be addressed and overcome collectively. Christine Stewart teaches at Britannia Secondary School, Vancouver, and is a member-at-large, BCTF Executive Committee. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=24450,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 3, November/December 2011   BC’s Education Plan: Experiments with kids’ learning By Larry Kuehn   Sweeping changes on tight timeline A lot of official chat about a dramatic change in BC’s education system has been around the province for a couple of years. Only recently has a more detailed, but still somewhat vague, outline of the Ministry of Education plan appeared. It calls for significant change, but no more money. Education Minister George Abbott made the official public announcement in Richmond at a meeting of BC Student Voice, a program that brings together select secondary school student leaders, organized by the BC Principals’ and Vice-Principals’ Association and financed by the Ministry of Education. Clearly, using this venue for the announcement was intended as symbolic of placing students at the centre of the planned revolution in education in BC. This announcement of the “BC Education Plan” lists five elements: Personalized learning for every student Quality teaching and learning Flexibility and choice High standards Learning powered by technology. Most of the immediate media reaction to the announcement focused on technology. The specifics put forward by the minister included encouraging students to bring their smartphones and iPads to class for the teacher to incorporate into their teaching. Bloggers immediately focused on two negatives: one was the inequality that is inevitable if some students can use these technologies while those from families with fewer resources have to make do without. The “occupy” movement has clearly made issues of inequality top of mind. Some other comments questioned whether the focus on technology is really appropriate. For example, the referenced recent New York Times article reporting that even many of the people working in high-tech jobs in Silicon Valley choose to send their children to schools without computers and with a focus on the development of humane qualities. “BC’s Education Plan” at www.bcedplan.ca/welcome.php provides a description of the proposal, and includes a section for public conversation called “engage.” Within days, the blogs attracted comments that ranged from support for radical change incorporating technology to concerns about the lack of funding to make changes work. One commentater cautioned “Let’s be very suspicious of glitzy PowerPoints and videos that are long on Rousseauian slogans and short on detail.” While the minister has implied that the BCTF had been consulted, teachers were not formally consulted on the plan before it was announced. Competency-based education One central theme comes through the description of this transformation agenda—that education will be centred on “competencies.” Our current structure of curriculum is based on subject matter and skills. Many, many intended learning outcomes frame both what we teach and to a lesser degree, how we teach. In contrast, the competency-based approach has very broad objectives, but is somewhat agnostic about the content or approach to teaching it. This is where the “personalization” comes in. The content is not primarily determined by the curriculum, but rather the student has a great deal of choice of content and the teacher’s role is to steer the student learning toward the competencies. What are these competencies? Competencies have been articulated in a variety of ways. Education Minister Abbott identified in an opinion editorial released on October 13: “…key competencies like critical thinking, insight and teamwork.” Defining competencies is a main topic of discussion on the ministry website, as noted above. The plan calls for a six-month process where the ministry will work with “education partners” to “define competencies; design overall curricular organization; identify K–12 performance standards requirements; and develop curriculum and assessment frameworks.” This is six months to do a redesign of the framework for all of K–12 education. This process of reframing is central to the rest of the plan—it is the place where teachers will learn what the government expects them to do. The other central theme is “personalized learning.” It is defined on the plan website as follows: “Under the Plan, teachers, students and parents will work together to make sure every student’s needs are met, passions are explored and goals are reached. This means student-centered learning that’s focused on the needs, strengths, and aspirations of each individual young person. Students will play an active role in designing their own education and will be increasingly accountable for their own learning success. It’s all about putting students at the centre of education. That means giving teachers and schools the flexibility to make sure each student is well served by their educational program. Each student is unique and our education system will support each student’s interests and ways of learning.” The implication of this is that a personal learning plan will be developed for every student, with participation of the student, parents, and teacher. Can you hear the secondary teacher now asking how am I going to create 200 individual, student learning plans, engaging the student and parents in the process? The focus on individual student learning plans makes clearer why the education minister keeps saying class size isn’t important—he seems to expect that your students will all be on individual plans, grouped around projects and not classes as we have known them. This transformation of the education system—focused on competencies and personalized student learning plans—is on a fast track. The timeline in the plan is the end of the 2013–14 school year. The work to be done in that time frame is extensive: define the competencies (hopefully more specifically than “insight”), redesign teaching practice to focus on competencies, create performance standards for K through 12, “design, and pilot and implement student plan and standards based report card that is aligned with competencies/performance-standards.” How can we change at this speed? A key element in the plan, according to the minister, is “learning empowered by technology.” We can do it all because technology allows for rapid social/pedagogical transformation, seems to be the minister’s message. Online, compulsory “professional learning” is implied. District superintendents are supposed to be the leaders in this transformation, indentifying “champions” to define it. Of course, superintendents have been rather busy at the start of this school year with doing supervision of students. (On the other hand, one could say that their jobs have already been transformed, albeit temporarily.) Nothing substantial for students with special needs As part of the plan, a ministry staffperson has been given four months for the task of developing a recommendation for revised policies and procedures for students with special needs “through provincial dialogue.” The review is to look at “special education in the context of personalized learning to ensure every student’s needs are met in light of the five key elements of BC’s Education Plan.” What will it take to graduate? Redefining a graduate is also high on the transformation agenda. In a four-month period, the minister is supposed to have a report that will “define attributes of a graduate and determine graduation requirements.” The minister’s op-ed piece suggested what this will mean: “We will expand our current learning credential program to better recognize learning that takes place outside of the classroom—like arts, sports, science and leadership programs.” The team that is supposed to define the standards for graduation is to be made up of “leading community members.” The ministry has in the past expressed concern that the BC’s school completion rate has been on a plateau of about 80% in recent years, while some other provinces have improved their graduation results. They fail to acknowledge that provinces improving graduation rates have also improved funding for the system as a whole, as well as funding for professional development led by the teacher unions. One way to increase to the desired result of more graduates, of course, is to change the definition. Reducing the requirements for graduation, giving credit for community activities in place of school courses, may be a strategy for increasing the graduation rate. Technologies of control and alignment: BCeSIS-v2.0 BCeSIS crashed and is currently burning itself out. So what will replace it? The decision to axe BCeSIS was probably made easier by the fact that it would be totally inadequate for the new BC Education Plan—the technology would have to be changed anyway. What technology, then, would the plan require? To see that, one needs to refer back to the structure of the proposed system. Each student is to have a personal learning plan, developed by the student, parent, and teacher—and similar to the current Individual Education Plan for a student with special needs. It is to be largely based on competencies and skills and the plan for any one student may be significantly different from that for another student. Students will also work in question or project groups. Then, for each of the competencies and skills, performance standards, presumably with a rubric, are to be built into the system and reported on a standardized provincial report card, according to the plan. Somehow the personalized student learning plan is going to be customized for the individual, yet the performance is to be reported on a standardized report card. As a secondary teacher with a student load of 200, you might have 200 different learning plans and the performance standards, assessment, and record-keeping that goes with each separate student’s learning plan. That is a lot of data for the personalized reporting on 600,000 students in BC. Should the replacement of BCeSIS be another centralized database? Think about all that data—the storage needed in a central database and the amount of bandwidth to get it all there. With the problems we have already experienced for the last five years with BCeSIS, it seems sensible not to centralize all that data in one place. However, a new single, centralized system is proposed—implicit in BC’s Education Plan is the development of BCeSIS-version 2.0. And the timeframe for doing it is very tight. BCeSIS is on a destroy and replace timeline of 2013. And a new system that would meet the needs of personalized learning would have to be in place for the transformation to personalized learning, scheduled for completion at the end of the 2013–14 school year. Given the experience with BCeSIS-version1.0, how could that be the option chosen by the ministry? The need for a huge and complex centralized data system comes down to the paradox of personalization in a neo-liberal system. Objectives are set centrally—competencies, skills, whatever—and the student and teachers are told they can design their approach to the way to those objectives. But that is not left as a matter of trust, not trust of those directly involved, nor trust of those responsible at the school district level. The control is actually held at the centre, with the centralized database providing the data for the “dashboard” telling how the system is doing on the centrally set performance standards. (If this seems far-fetched, go to the IBM presentation on the superintendents’ association website and work through their slides.) The central source of data is key to central control, ensuring everyone at all levels is aligned with the centrally set goals. The desire for accountability to the centre is a key driver for BCeSIS-version2.0. No funding, and kids bring their own gadgets Reporters who covered the minister’s public announcement of BC’s Education Plan saw the story as being about technology—and noted a lack of funding to make it a reality. They were right—the plan is technology from beginning to end: technology in the content, technology in “professional learning,” and technology in the system of documenting and reporting on learning. And the students will use technology by bringing their personal communication gadgets to use in class. “Alignment” aims to fix the teacher One theme of BC’s Education Plan is “alignment.” This is a soft way of saying that those who work in the system will be forced to follow the centrally set direction. On the other hand, “flexibility and choice” is also a theme, seemingly the opposite of alignment enforced on the teacher. The contradiction can be easily explained. The flexibility and choice is for the students and the employer. The alignment is for the teacher to ensure they are on the ministry program. In fact, “fixing the teacher” is a central theme implied in the “BC Education Plan.” To ensure the teacher is “fixed,” BCPSEA has been told to strip the collective agreement of fair protection for teachers and their conditions of work. • ”We will…make sure that Professional Development days are used to enhance educators’ knowledge-base and professional expertise.” Deputy Minister James Gorman told the superintendents that the ministry would “align in-service professional development with school district and government policy objectives.” BCPSEA has put employer control of professional development on the bargaining table. • “Working British Columbians in most professions participate in performance evaluation sessions with their employer. Principals will be doing the same with teachers.” BCPSEA has put annual evaluation by principals on the bargaining table, with teachers being fired after one negative performance review. • Demands for flexibility and choice in organizing classes: management of human resources to “control costs and direct limited resources to student learning.” Flexibility is translated at the bargaining table by BCPSEA as stripping seniority and post and fill provisions that currently set rules for assigning teaching work. Existing contract items protect teachers from arbitrary decisions of administrators—“flexible” in practice often means arbitrary. • “Flexible learning paths for students—when, where and how learning takes place” sounds a lot like distributed, online learning, which has no provisions for putting boundaries around hours of work or number of students being taught. • “Maximum flexibility for school districts to vary school day, school year and instructional time” and “enable individualized learning time for each student and early or late starts” appear at the bargaining table as proposals to give arbitrary power to boards to set the calendar and define an extended school day. Larry Kuehn, director, BCTF Research and Technology Division  Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=21919,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 23, Number 4, Jan./Feb. 2011     Teacher priorities for improving learning and working conditions  By Margaret White and Charlie Naylor   In the previous issue of Teacher, BCTF Research published an article sharing the results of what we learned from the “Worklife of BC teachers: 2009” survey about sources of stress and job satisfaction for teachers. The survey showed that the most significant stressors for teachers are linked to level of support for students, the unmet needs of students, and class composition. Teachers told us that it is the combination of these stressors in the classroom that creates the most severe consequences. The study also revealed that one in five teachers are considering leaving the profession for reasons other than retirement. Stress, burnout, and the need for greater work-life balance are some of the reasons teachers gave for considering leaving the profession. For some teachers, this disillusionment is rooted in the inadequacy of government willingness and resources to meet the needs of students, making it harder to feel effective as a teacher. Teaching is no longer as fulfilling and rewarding as it was when I began teaching 20 years ago. I feel it is much more difficult to have an impact…or effect change. I blame this on long-term, chronic underfunding of education.” Another objective of the survey was to learn which working and learning conditions teachers would most like to see the BCTF focus its efforts in terms of bargaining or advocacy. The survey asked teachers to rate the level of importance of 13 areas of focus for improving working and learning conditions, on a scale where 1=not at all important and 5=very important. Teacher priorities are linked to learning conditions Given the stress teachers are currently experiencing due to inadequate resources to meet student needs, it is not surprising that teachers emphasized improvements in learning conditions as priority areas for BCTF to focus on. The teachers in the survey rated learning conditions as the highest priority for the BCTF to focus on, followed closely by improving salary and benefits. The five most important areas (at least 60% of teachers rating an area as quite or very important) for BCTF to focus its efforts on are improve support for special education (72%), reduce class sizes (70%), more time for planning and preparation (69%), improve salary (61%), and improve and expand benefits (61%). Other suggestions Teachers also made suggestions as to what else they would like BCTF to focus on in addition to the areas already listed. Suggestions included improving conditions in school libraries, more support for teacher mentorship, improving working conditions for teachers teaching on call (TTOC), more support to address interpersonal issues at work, addressing assessment issues, funding advocacy, and improving the image of teachers in the public and the media. Some teachers suggested provisions or programs to support wellness and work–life balance. Do priorities differ by gender, and teaching experience? Priorities differ among teacher groups. Female teachers (on average) rate all areas of focus except for improving salary and benefits as more important than male teachers do. Secondary teachers assign a higher priority to providing more time for planning and prep, addressing issues with BCeSIS, programs to support wellness and work–life balance, and improving salaries and benefits. Elementary teachers rate the importance of improving support for special education and ESL students considerably higher than secondary teachers do. Teachers with less than 10 years’ experience assign higher importance to improving resources (e.g., books, computers) and opportunities for collaboration and sharing with peers. Newer teachers rate technology concerns as less important than their more-experienced peers do. What has other research shown about BC teacher priorities? View Points Research, an external polling agency, surveyed BCTF members (teachers) in the spring of 2010, asking teachers “What is the most important thing that BCTF can do to improve your work life as an educator?” The top three factors all relate to learning conditions—reduced class size, class composition restrictions, and providing more support for students. In terms of bargaining priorities, 96.8% of teachers indicated it is very important (81.7%) or somewhat important (15.1%) for teachers to be able to negotiate class size and composition limits into future contracts. When the polling agency asked teachers to rate the importance of a list of bargaining issues, the three most important issues related to learning conditions, followed by improving pensions and salaries. The same poll also asked teachers about the single most important bargaining issue, with the top three priorities being a wage/salary increase, smaller class sizes, and class composition restrictions. Conclusion The study results indicate that teachers view their working conditions as fundamentally linked to the conditions that support student learning, and that they want to see improvements to working conditions that give students better chances of success. This study sheds some light on the differing priorities among teacher groups by gender, teaching experience, and elementary/secondary programs, in terms of the emphasis placed on salaries and benefits, planning and preparation time, and specific needs of students. Data from this survey represents one way of ascertaining teachers’ views on preferred areas of focus in bargaining, which complements the efforts currently underway in BCTF locals across the province to identify bargaining priorities. Full report: “Worklife of BC Teachers in 2009”– bctf.ca/IssuesInEducation.aspx?id=21498     This research was conducted by Margaret White, senior research analyst, and Charlie Naylor, senior researcher, BCTF Research Department.    Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/BCTFNews.aspx?id=31702,BCTF News Vol. 19, No. 12, January 22, 2014  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development BCTF News archive 2013–14  2012–13  2011–12     2010–11  2009–10    En français  Home > Publications > Newsletters and Alerts > BCTF News > 2013-14 Archive     Volume 19, Number 12, January 22, 2014 Bargaining resumed January 21 Social media ethics and boundaries: Two workshops for teachers Recent draft curriculum news released Registration is open for New Teachers’ and TTOC Conference Day of Pink and Pink Shirt Day: Download your posters Chilliwack tech ed teacher resigns over student safety concerns Scholarships for young First Nations artists G.A. Fergusson Memorial Award and Honorary Life Memberships nominations are open Support for unions comes from surprising places Jan/Feb 2014 edition of Teacher Newsmagazine Bargaining resumed January 21 The BCTF and the government’s bargaining teams were back bargaining yesterday for the first session since the break. We sincerely hope that the government’s bargaining team, in the spirit of a fresh and new year, comes to the table with realistic proposals that work for teachers. From the get go, the BCTF has been clear that teachers need a fair deal and better support for our students. Please keep informed by reading the confidential bargaining updates posted in the BCTF portal. Social media ethics and boundaries: Two workshops for teachers Understanding the Professional Relationship: Social Networking Ethical Conduct Online (3–5 hours)  Social Media (3 or 5 hours)  Teachers can book either of these topical social media workshops at no cost for provincial, district, and school-based professional development days. Local teacher unions and associations can also book the workshops for training days. Please note that when you open the PDF containing workshop information, the workshop descriptions are on page 9 near the end. You can also contact Kelly Shields for workshop information, including workshop booking. Recent draft curriculum news released The BCTF recently received the following updates from the Ministry of Education. Arts Education draft curriculum is now posted on the Ministry of Education’s website.   Core French Curriculum: Work will begin shortly on aligning the previous core French curriculum work with the new curriculum format. Core Competencies: Core Competencies development for the draft curriculum continues and has also begun in Burnaby, Delta, and Sooke. Grad Review: The Ministry has indicated that they will release a process for the grad years curriculum, followed by curriculum development in the summer and fall of 201. Thank you to everyone who has contacted the BCTF regarding the new draft curriculum. We respect the diversity of opinion within our membership and want to continue to hear from you. You can also participate in the BCTF curriculum discussion forum or access the BCTF Wiki that houses resources and information about curriculum development. The Ministry of Education is the actual body responsible for curriculum development, therefore, we encourage you to also provide them with your feedback. Registration is open for New Teachers’ and TTOC Conference New teachers, TTOCs, and student teachers: please check out this conference designed especially for you! It will take place on February 28 and March 1, in Richmond. Follow this link to read about workshops and to register. Day of Pink and Pink Shirt Day: Download your posters The Day of Pink and Pink Shirt Day take place in communities across the province, the country, and the world, to celebrate diversity and raise awareness to stop bullying in all its forms, including homophobic and transphobic bullying. Pink Shirt Day posters will be arriving soon at your school site. You can also download your own copy of either the elementary or secondary poster. There are also teaching ideas on the back of the posters.   Elementary poster Secondary poster  The BCTF is celebrating both the BC Pink Shirt Day on February 26, 2014 and the International Day of Pink on April 9, 2014. We know that schools are busy places so you may choose to celebrate one day or the other, or even both, with your students.  More LGBTQ resources are available here. Chilliwack tech ed teacher resigns over student safety concerns Eric Munshaw, a highly experienced, middle school teacher in Chilliwack has pulled the plug on his teaching career because, in good conscience, he can no longer tolerate being fearful of an accident waiting to happen in his overcrowded woodworking shop. His action echoes the call from other tech ed and many applied-arts teachers who have stated repeatedly that their classes are too large to teach safely. Class size makes a difference, especially when teachers are responsible for safety. Watch the Global TV news report.  Scholarships for young First Nations artists The YVR Art Foundation is dedicated to the development and advancement of BC First Nations art and artists in British Columbia. They provide scholarships and awards to BC First Nations artists, including a scholarship specifically to assist youth with developing their artistic potential and building their art careers. The 2014 scholarship applications are now open. In addition to the Youth Scholarship award, the YVR Art Foundation is now offering a new Mid-Career Artist Scholarship award. Scholarship application guidelines and application forms are on the foundation’s website. The deadline is January 31, 2014. G.A. Fergusson Memorial Award and Honorary Life Memberships nominations are open Do you know a teacher who has made an outstanding contribution to public education and to the BCTF? You may wish to consider nominating her or him for one of these BCTF awards. The deadline for nominations is February 20. You can find further information, including the criteria for these awards and the application process, by following these links: Recognition Award and Teacher Awards.   Support for unions comes from surprising places “When you talk to anyone remotely connected to the world, they understand the role of unions providing what we have today. They’re a key driver in the creation of the middle-class, for the reduction of work hours, paid vacation, all sorts of benefits that we all enjoy.” –Peter Edwards, CP’s Vice-President of Human Resources and Labour relations. Watch this video to hear it for yourself. Jan/Feb 2014 edition of Teacher Newsmagazine     Click cover to view online.   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=27114,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 7, May/June 2012   Liberals fail to respond to family poverty  By Noel Herron   In her post-election analysis as to why the beleaguered BC Liberals lost two recent by-elections in Port Moody-Coquitlam and Chilliwack-Hope, Christy Clarke averred that her government needs to learn the “lesson” that “the recipe for success is to make sure we have a strong thriving economy and the reason we want that is, so that we can make sure people can put food on the table for their kids and look after the most vulnerable in society.” Indeed. Apart from the decade-long debacle over the withdrawal of support for kids with special needs—some of the most at risk in our public school system—and the disastrous attempts to address the plight of disabled adults struggling to obtain help from the dysfunctional provincial Community Living Program, this new announcement from the Ministry of Children and Family Development now emerges to target the “unique needs of families struggling to get out of poverty.” This announcement comes after leading the country in child poverty for the eighth year in a row. To put it mildly, it is too little too late. In a press release, laced with bureaucratic euphemisms, about the hiring of ubiquitous “seven community poverty strategy consultants“ to guide poor families to a “personalized path out of poverty” while “customizing strategies” and “optimizing existing resources,” we are treated to a string of vague promises of future action on family poverty but not a single mention of provincial funding. The goal, according to Mary McNeil, the current minister for Children and Family Development, is “to provide low-income families with tailor-made spring boards out of poverty by focusing on their strengths—not just their needs.” Insisting that each community has “unique” and “distinctive“ needs and that “customizing strategies“ will be used in addressing issues related to “families vulnerable to poverty,“ the province has selected the following seven “pilot” municipalities—Cranbrook, Kamloops, New Westminster, Prince George, Port Hardy, Stewart, and Surrey. Of course there are the usual local consultation mechanisms to be employed: “town hall meetings, community discussions and conversations” directed by the newly appointed poverty consultants. All of this could and should provide a timely opportunity for the seven BCTF locals in the designated areas to test both the authenticity and accountability of these pre-election pilots in their first go-round. It will also serve to highlight the decade-long neglect of schools across this province in meeting the urgent needs of vulnerable kids. Furthermore, it will help in raising awareness at a local level of a situation that negatively affects all of us. There are many questions to be raised and actions to be followed by Federation locals as they scrutinize the newly proposed MCFD “measureable (poverty) targets“ that are slated to report out in September 2012. The absence of the City of Vancouver from the seven pilots after the huge public outcry stemming from the searing series spearheaded by The Vancouver Sun on poverty in city schools, raises serious concerns about the validity of the entire project. This studied omission is especially telling when we are informed that pilot projects “will initially focus on families with children living in poverty.” Rounding out all of this is a provincial steering committee comprised of representatives from the provincial cabinet, the Union of BC Municipalities, the voluntary sector, and the business community. The first seven pilots will be followed, we are told, over a two-year period until 2014, when a total of 20 is reached. The lack of sensitivity and hypocricy of the BC Liberals on the issue of poverty is striking. Over the past 10 years, starting in 2002, when the then Minister of Children and Family Development, Gordon Hogg, proposed to cut $5.4 million from funding that supported inner-city schools, lunch programs for poor children, social workers in schools, and more than 100 community schools, this was followed by additional cuts in education, health and social services that disproportionately affected poor children and families. And coupled with this was Victoria’s failure to act as the numbers of children living in poverty climbed steadily year after year in BC until it reached today’s astounding 137,000 figure. (See below for related child poverty numbers.) In this context, these pilots must be viewed as nothing more than stalling tactics as part of the BC Liberals’ strategy to avoid concrete and meaningful action on alleviating family poverty. It is just over a month ago, after 10 years of foot-dragging that BC’s minimum wage reached slightly over $10 an hour. And with the recent release of a new report (by the Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives and the Metro Vancouver Living Wage for Families Campaign) estimating that at least 25% of families with children in the Lower Mainland are earning less than a living wage thus pointing clearly to the high levels of child poverty, housing and child care affordability, and rising inequality. This situation will deteriorate even further without a substantive policy framework and genuine concrete actions. The fact that at one time we had as many as five different ministries, including one called a Ministry of State for Child Care and Early Childhood Development, with overlapping and confusing responsibilities for the overall well being of families and children, speaks volumes about the concern for added portfolios for the boys and girls in the backbenches than it does for care for the province’s needy citizens. One can now anticipate that Mary McNeil’s belated poverty pilots will be boldly portrayed, with the customary Liberal hyperbole, as solid steps forward by Victoria, in next year’s pre-election budget with, no doubt, accompanying promises of future funding after May 2013. The only component missing from this carefully orchestrated Liberal scenario is the widening and deepening gap centered on the lack of trust now opening between a provincial government in free fall mode and its increasingly sceptical electorate. Sweeping aside the bureaucratic bafflegab in the MCFD‘s initative, one is struck by the lack of realism from a childrens’ ministry, rushing forward at this time to come up with something that resembles an anti-poverty strategy, to deflect the anticipated criticism on the hustings in 11 months. Reading this new MCFD document, the sense of misplaced urgency is almost palpable (local reports must be submitted to Victoria by September 2012), especially when we now have a so-called families-first premier who concedes that her government is belatedly endeavouring “to look after the most vulnerable in society.“ It is a sad and shameful fact that the “best place on earth,” thanks to dithering and denial, has the worst child poverty rate in Canada. Noel Herron, former principal and school trustee; author of a history of inner-city schools in Vancouver.   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/justine_hunter/status/511986772193345537,justine_hunter on Twitter: "Premier Clark says her government will still appeal the court case on working conditions but it has settled grievances of past 12 years." টুইটার অনুসন্ধান অনুসন্ধান টুইটার খুঁজুন সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ ভাষা : বাংলা. हिन्दी Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন টুইটার-এ নতুন ? আজই যোগদান করুন » সাইন ইন করুন ফোন, ইমেল বা ব্যবহারকারীর নাম পাসওয়ার্ড সাইন ইন আমাকে মনে রাখুন পাসওয়ার্ড ভুলে গেছেন? ইতিমধ্যে আপনি কি টেক্সট বার্তার মাধ্যমে টুইটার ব্যবহার করছেন? অনুসরণ অনুসরণ করা কর্মসমূহ:অনুসরণ না করা অবরুদ্ধ অবরোধ মুক্ত মুলতুবি বাতিল justine_hunterযাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট ‏ @justine_hunter ১৬ সেপ্টেম্বর Premier Clark says her government will still appeal the court case on working conditions but it has settled grievances of past 12 years. প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট পুনঃটুইটগুলি ২ ২:১৫ অপরাহ্ণ - ১৬ সেপ্টেম্বর, ২০১৪ Mike Winsemann ‏ @MikeWinsemann ১৬ সেপ্টেম্বর @justine_hunter I'm confused. What does this mean about class composition? সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট justine_hunter ‏ @justine_hunter ১৬ সেপ্টেম্বর @MikeWinsemann Here's what I am hearing: An additional $100-million for composition going forward, plus $108-million for grievances. সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Reg Volk ‏ @reg_volk ১৬ সেপ্টেম্বর @justine_hunter @StrategicThghts Yes but..tchrs will decide how to spend most of it and CSC may be furthered if govt loses appeal সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট justine_hunter থেকে কোন আপডেট মিস্ করবেন না © 2014 টুইটার সম্বন্ধে সহায়তা বিজ্ঞপ্তি তথ্য বন্ধ মিডিয়াটিকে চিহ্নিত করুন এটি ইতিমধ্যে সংবেদনশীল কন্টেন্ট ধারণকারী হিসাবে চিহ্নিত হয়েছে। পতাকা তুলুন এটি সম্ভাব্যরূপে অবৈধ বিষয়বস্তুর ধারণকারী হিসেবে। সমর্পণ করা বাতিল মিডিয়াকে চিহ্নিত করা সম্পর্কে আরো জানুন খারিজ বন্ধ পূর্ববর্তী পরবর্তী বন্ধ একজন ব্যক্তির প্রোফাইলে যান সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ বন্ধ আপনার অনুসরণকারীদের এই পুনঃটুইটটি পাঠাবেন? বাতিল পুনঃটুইট বন্ধ আপনি কি নিশ্চিত যে এই টুইট মুছে দিতে চান? বাতিল মুছে ফেলুন বন্ধ রোধ করন বাতিল রোধ করন আপনার টুইটসমুহে একটি অবস্থান যুক্ত করুন যখন একটি অবস্থানের সঙ্গে আপনার টুইট করেন, টুইটার সেই অবস্থান সংরক্ষণ করে। প্রত্যেক টুইটের আগে আপনি আপনার অবস্থান চালু / বন্ধ করতে পারেন, এবং যে কোনও সময় আপনি আপনার অবস্থানের ইতিহাস মুছে ফেলতে পারেন। আরো জানুন অবস্থান চালু করুন এখন নয় স্থান বন্ধ করুন বন্ধ প্রোফাইল সারসংক্ষেপ বন্ধ আপনার তালিকাসমূহ বন্ধ একটি নতুন তালিকা তৈরি করুন নাম তালিকা বিবরণ 100 অক্ষরের কম, ঐচ্ছিক তালিকাসমূহ:গোপনীয়তা সাধারণ · যে কেউ এই তালিকা অনুসরণ করতে পারেন ব্যক্তিগত · শুধুমাত্র আপনিই এই তালিকায় প্রবেশ করতে পারবেন তালিকা সংরক্ষণ করুন বন্ধ বন্ধ এই টুইট স্থাপিত কর আপনার নীচের ওয়েবসাইটে কোডটি অনুলিপি দ্বারা এই টুইট যোগ করুন * আরও জানুন হুম, সার্ভারে পৌঁছনোর একটি সমস্যা ছিল। পরে আবার চেষ্টা করবেন? প্রকৃত টুইট অন্তর্ভুক্ত করুন অন্তর্ভুক্ত মিডিয়া প্রাকদর্শন বন্ধ টুইটারে নিবন্ধন করুন টুইটারে নেই? নিবন্ধন করুন, আপনির পছন্দের বিষয়গুলির সাথে যুক্ত হন, এবং তাদের বিষয়ে হালনাগাদ পান। একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন » বন্ধ দুটি উপায় (প্রেরণ এবং গ্রহণ) শর্ট কোড: দেশ কোড গ্রাহকদের জন্য মার্কিন যুক্তরাষ্ট্র 40404 (যে কোন) কানাডা 21212 (যে কোন) যুক্তরাজ্য 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM হাইতি 40404 Digicel, Voila আয়ারল্যান্ড 51210 Vodafone, O2 ভারত 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance ইন্দোনেশিয়া 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » অন্য দেশসমুহের এসএসএস সংক্ষিপ্ত কোড দেখুন বন্ধ নিশ্চিতকরণ)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Touring a natural gas drilling rig with @MLA Mike Bernier, and Brian from EnCana http://t.co/AifdJ4H07b" @Teresa_Wat - 06:01pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7920,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, No. 4, January/February 2005 Teachers’ Pension Plan: Day-one enrolment July 1, 2005 In June 2004, the Teachers’ Pension Board of Trustees amended the plan rules to require employers under the Teachers’ Pension Plan to enrol all eligible employees, including regular and casual employees. The trustees made the decision after an extensive survey of school districts indicated that the change would make it easier for the districts to administer the plan-enrolment rules. The rule change will also reduce employers’ liability for future enrolment arrears. The rule change, coming into effect July 1, 2005, will mean the following for employees under the Teachers’ Pension Plan: New employees hired on or after July 1, 2005—Employees employed in a less than half-time capacity must be immediately enrolled in the Teachers’ Pension Plan, and they will no longer be allowed to opt out of enrolling in the plan. Existing employees as of July 1, 2005—Employees who had previously waived enrolment in the plan must also be enrolled effective July 1, 2005. Employers are not required to retroactively enrol those employees to their employment start date, and these employees are not eligible to purchase their prior non-contributory periods of service. In January 2005, the plan will remind school districts of the enrolment rule change and of the timeline so that the districts can be ready to enrol affected employees in July 2005. The change does not affect retired members, as they will still be able to choose not to contribute to the plan. As before, if they do choose not to contribute, they will continue to receive their pension as well as their regular pay without making pension contributions. – Communications Branch, Teachers’ Pension Plan Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Touring a natural gas drilling rig with @MLA Mike Bernier, and Brian from EnCana http://t.co/AifdJ4H07b" @Teresa_Wat - 06:01pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=10172&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 6, May/June 2003 Recent poll results on the ILO The BCTF asked the following question on the April Omnibus poll conducted by McIntyre & Mustel. The poll was a sample of 501 British Columbian adults throughout the province during the week of April 7, 2003. This is the normal sample size for a provincial poll. The results indicate that two-thirds of the public believe that the government should accept the recommendations of the ILO. That would involve withdrawing the essential services legislation and revising the laws that interfere with our right to bargain collectively. Almost half of the people who identified themselves as Liberals (48%) think the government should follow the recommendations of the ILO. There are more than twice as many people who feel strongly (39.5%) about the government following the ILO recommendations as the total (18%) of people who support the government. The survey question "An agency of the United Nations made up of representatives of employers, workers, and governments has ruled that the B.C. Liberal government contravened UN standards by stripping some provisions from the contracts of public-sector workers. Do you agree or disagree that the B.C. government should accept the UN agency’s recommendations and abide by the international standards? Is that strongly or somewhat?" Results Public Liberals NDP Agree 65.1% 48% 87.2% Strongly 39.5% 19.5% 69.1% Somewhat 25.6% 28.5% 18.1% Disagree 18% 32.6% 6.3% Strongly 10% 17.8% 2.8% Somewhat 8% 14.7% 3.6%)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/BCTFNews.aspx?id=30403,BCTF News Vol 18, No. 14, June 26, 2013  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development BCTF News archive 2013–14  2012–13  2011–12     2010–11  2009–10    En français  Home > Publications > Newsletters and Alerts > BCTF News > 2012-13 Archives       Volume 18, Number 14, June 26, 2013  In this issue:  Bargaining update  PSA Conferences and other upcoming Professional Development Opportunities   Summer savings with the BCTF Advantage program  IKEA has embraced union busting in BC  Violence prevention and communicating student information  Teacher newsmagazine  Bargaining update The latest Report from the Table from the BCTF Provincial Bargaining Team is now available. Since both parties (BCTF and BCPSEA) have agreed that such updates will be posted on members-only secure websites during this round of bargaining, you will need to log in to the MyBCTF portal to view this update: https://www.bctf.ca/myBCTF/ReportFromTheTable/.  PSA Conferences and other upcoming Professional Development Opportunities Please bookmark the BCTF Professional Development Calendar (http://bctf.ca/uploadedFiles/Public/ProD/PD-Calendar.cfm), which is updated regularly to include events from around the province. Many of the Provincial Specialist Associations have their fall conference registrations open, and members are encouraged to check out the various offerings that PSAs have available in October 2013.   Summer savings with the BCTF Advantage program Save on your summer travel, entertainment, and purchases with the BCTF Advantage program.  Please check out our featured Advantage partners in our summer savings flyer at http://bctf.ca/advantage/.   IKEA has embraced union busting in BC Over 300 workers at IKEA in Richmond, BC, have now been locked out since May 15, 2013, when they rejected a company offer that included the imposition of a tiered-wage structure. Teamsters Local 213 were thrilled on June 5, when the BC Labour Relations Board found IKEA guilty of using scab workers to keep the Richmond store open.  Even though IKEA profits worldwide have consistently increased, they have a lousy reputation beyond Swedish borders. When on North American soil, IKEA treats their “co-workers” in a very different manner than they would dare in Sweden where the workforce is more than 70% unionized.    BCFed President, Jim Sinclair, declared “…Tiered wage structures such as the one proposed by IKEA poison work sites and create resentment between co-workers. Moreover, they contribute to the part-timing of work, as management seeks to take advantage of the new, lower wage categories.”  In a letter to the Richmond IKEA employees, store manager Janet McGowan had threatened to reduce the terms and conditions of employment if the employees do not return to work by the deadline of June 13. Even though the letter by McGowan refers to IKEA employees as “co-workers,” there is little evidence of it as IKEA is determined to underpay its employees and force its will on the members of Teamsters 213.  In Canada and the US, IKEA has embraced union busting. So much so, that the International Association of Machinists (IAM), produced a video called “Same Rules, Same Respect.” charging  “when on American soil, IKEA is playing by a very different set of rules than when at home... We’ve become Sweden’s Mexico...starting wages are less than half of their Swedish counterparts and less than half their vacation time.”  In summing up the actions of IKEA, politicsrespun.org reported, “It’s tough being a multi-national corporation with a reputation for  union busting, still more union busting and sundry human rights violations. It is also expensive to flog the entire planet with particle board, Allen Keys and horsemeat tainted foodstuffs. You can’t expect them to provide ‘coworkers’ with a safe, fair, and equitable place to work.”   Check out the following links: Teamsters Canada updates about the situation at IKEA Richmond and IKEA Coquitlam http://teamsters.ca/en/news/1864/teamsters_local_213_members_locked-out_at_ikea http://teamsters.ca/en/news/1865/ikea_gets_rapped_on_the_knuckles  Local 213 Facebook page. https://www.facebook.com/TeamstersLocal213  Violence prevention and communicating student information The link below is the latest bulletin from WorkSafeBC specific to the Education sector.  This is a great bulletin that describes what information can and needs to be shared with workers to prevent violence-related injuries.  http://www2.worksafebc.com/i/posters/2013/WS_13_05.html   Teacher Newsmagazine The May/June 2013 issue of Teacher is now available at: http://www.bctf.ca/TeacherNewsmagMay2013/  This issue features articles on the current curriculum change process, updates on the BCTF International Solidarity Program, New Teacher Mentoring, pension lan changes, and much more. This issue is only available on-line, so please have a look!       Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8866,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, Number 4, March 2004 AGM 2004Candidate statements for Executive Committee positions FOR PRESIDENT Jan Eastman We are a union whose members belong to the proud profession of teaching. How we represent ourselves is vital to our success. We can regain our role as the rightful voice of teachers, a credible authoritative voice, welcomed and believed. We can create member confidence and attract new members to activism. This Federation too often seems remote to members. Instead, we can achieve our goals by representing teachers professionally, being politically and financially accountable to members, building relationships with like-minded unions and education partners, especially the Ministry, and developing intelligent strategic plans. Most immediately, we must ensure that the College is a self-regulating professional body and that the current standards do not gain the status of bylaws. Members want professional support that meets teachers’ diverse needs and helps us find joy in teaching. We must halt the insidious takeover of teaching by a narrow definition of education, and provide real support to teachers. Growing demands on locals require commensurate support. The sensitive balance between resources and support must be met respectfully, with real leadership. I bring more than 30 years of activism, local, provincial, national, international leadership experience. I believe in teachers and the job we do. I want members to say with pride, "That’s my Federation working for me." EXPERIENCE: International: Education International Executive Board, and chair of Status of Women Committee (3 yrs). National:Canadian Teachers’ Federation President (2); President Designate (1); Vice-president (1); Board of Directors (10); CTF Trust Fund (2); AGM delegate (10). CTF National issues Cttee (4), Education development (2); Economic services (1). Provincial: BCTF 2nd Vice President (2); Executive Committee (8.5). BCTF EC rep to: Prov. Barg. Ctte (1); TF on Barg Structures & related matters; BCTF/CUPE TF on roles & resp. of teachers & teacher assistants; Negotiating team with admin union. Prov committees: Teacher personnel (6); Prof relations advisors’ ctte (mediation); Political action TF; Speaking to teachers-verbal skills; Prog for Quality Teaching; Labour liaison ctte; Charter challenge plaintiff; International solidarity. BCTF Administrative Staff (4) (PD-3, Field Service-1) Local: Delta TA-currently 1st VP & Barg chair; President (3); VP (3). Executive: Kitimat (4) Langley (4). Local cttee: Political action, bulletin, advocacy, status of women, Sign-up/certification co-ordinator, bargaining, PD, community action, teacher evaluation, liaison CUPE 1091, Violence-free Schools, advocacy for Public Education, communications.. AGM delegate 25+ yrs. Teaching: Secondary Learning disabilities, Learning Assistance, English, Social Studies, English Second Language Grades 8-12, SFU faculty associate-PDP (2), Teaching assistant SFU. Education: B.A., Diploma of Education; M.A. (Educ.) Jinny Sims The commitment and strength shown by members in the College strategy must continue in our defence of public education and our social safety net. Solidarity and strength can defeat this government’s agenda. I will continue strong leadership, one that is based on membership involvement and co-ordinated strategic action. We must fight for our bargaining rights, intrinsically linked to teaching and learning conditions. We are a union of professionals that will not be silenced. We will be advocates for our profession and our students. This is fundamental to our work, our goals, and our beliefs. We will continue to work with our allies to focus on the devastating impact of education underfunding. We are not alone. We are making a difference. We will work with others to address the social issues that affect the children in our classrooms, and help rebuild healthy communities. I will draw on my strong background in bargaining, pro-d, social justice, and political campaigns to advocate for our members and students. I look forward to the next year as we continue to build allies, work within the B.C. Federation of Labour, with parents, students, and others who care about a strong and stable public education system and a just society. I ask for your continued support. EXPERIENCE: Provincial: BCTF 1st Vice-president (2 yr.), BCTF 2nd Vice-Ppresident (2), BCTF Executive member-at-large (1), CTF alternate (2), CTF delegate (3), CTF director (2), BCFed Education Committee (1), Ministry for Children & Families (3), Coalition for Public Education (3), Rehab Expansion (3), CUPE Liaison (2), Social Justice (3), PDAC (3), PSA/PSAC (3), Health & Safety (3), Income Security (3), Finance Cttee., Pensions, Summer conference workshop presenter/facilitator, Advisory council of local presidents, pension plan training, Bargaining training; AGM delegate (12), LR (5), Bargaining council rep (2). Local: Nanaimo President (3), 1st VP (2);, Bargaining ctte. & neg. team (7), Grievance ctte. (6); S/W member & chair (3), ProD ctte. (2), Program Against Racism (2), Staff rep (10), Staff committee chair (5), member (15), Malaspina College partnership ctte. (2), EAC advisory board (4), Co-ordinator for multicultural curriculum (3), Facilitator for conflict resolution, Teaching: 24 yrs., English, social studies, counsellor. Education: B.Ed, UVic & Manchester, UK. FOR FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT Irene Lanzinger At the heart of our work as teachers is the knowledge that public education is the foundation of a democratic society. One of the greatest threats to public education is the failure of governments to provide the funding necessary to meet the needs of students. We must continue our vigorous political action campaign to pressure the government on the issue of funding. We strengthen public education through our work in professional development, collective bargaining and social justice. Through professional development we improve teaching practice and learn how to better meet the needs of students. Teacher collective bargaining has helped meet the economic and professional needs of teachers and gain resources to improve teaching and learning conditions. Social justice activism helps to build a compassionate and just society. We have had some success in the municipal elections, in the College of Teachers strategy and in the legal challenge to the stripping of our collective agreement. That success has been based on listening to each other, communicating clearly and having faith in the strength of our members. I would be proud to continue to work with members in our struggle for a strong and stable public education system. EXPERIENCE: Provincial: BCTF 2nd Vice-president (2 yr.), Co-chief Negotiator Bargaining Team (2000-02), Advisory council of local presidents (3), AGM delegate (8), Summer conference (6), Job action planning ctte., LR (1), (alternate) (5). Local: President (3), Vice-president (2), Member-at-large (2), Staff rep (2), Bargaining Ctte. (2), Status of Women (2). Teaching: Secondary (8 yrs.), Elementary (4). Education: B.Sc. (UBC), Teacher Training (UBC), M.Sc (SFU) FOR SECOND VICE-PRESIDENT Susan Lambert The past year was tumultuous for teachers in B.C. The attacks on our profession and the deliberate attempt to undermine our credibility gave us the opportunity to assert our professional autonomy and collective voice. We debated issues of central concern to our profession and we have emerged the stronger for it. Our integrity has seen us through. And so has our strategy. I believe the strengths of our College strategy are its transparency, the degree of membership involvement, the nature of the lever we exerted, and our resolve. We have been careful throughout to share all the information including the risks involved. We held school visits, local and provincial meetings at each critical stage. Members directed the plan from the start. The decision to withhold our College fees was strategic, powerful, and practical. We understood the seriousness of the assault on our profession and we stood our ground. We need to replicate these strengths in whatever we do as a union. I will always work for open processes that inform and involve members in meaningful decision-making. I am proud to be a teacher and a member of the BCTF and I will do my best to defend our profession and strengthen our collective voice. EXPERIENCE: Provincial: BCTF Executive member-at-large (1 yr.); AGM delegate (20 yrs), Trainer/ facilitator in Namibia (8 sessions) and South Africa (1 session), Staff Rep Trainer (5 yrs), WOW facilitator, Summer Conference Participant and workshop presenter, BCTF OSD/PD Administrative Staff (4 yrs), Federation Appeals Board (2 yrs). Local: (Prince Rupert): Staff Rep (4 yrs), S/W Committee (1 yr), Program Against Racism Chair (2 yrs), Bargaining Committee (1 yr); Communications Officer (2 yrs), Labour Liaison Officer (3 yrs). (Burnaby): Vice President (2 yr), LR (4 yrs), Leave of Absence Committee (2 yrs), Grade 7 Girls’ Conference (1 yr), BTA Scholarship Committee (2 yr), Job Action Committee (1 yr). Teaching: 23 years–intermediate teacher, teacher-librarian, learning assistance, gifted education, special needs resource. Education: Honors English BA (SFU), PDP (SFU), Teacher-Librarian Diploma (UBC). Kathleen Thomson In the government’s drive to turn education into a saleable commodity, it is teachers who have forfeited the most. Our collective losses are formidable: eradicated jobs; dismantled contractual and bargaining rights; and curtailed professional freedom instituted by a College dedicated to increased teacher surveillance and discipline. Our federation—itself the target of government malice—has multiple responsibilities in its fight to restore funding and stability to public education. It must continue devising successful political strategies and pro-active alliances with parents and citizens. Teachers’ increased efforts to elect a government ruled by compassion rather than corporate ideals are critical and must be supported. Political aims, though, must be counter-balanced by greater attention to teachers’ immediate professional needs. Indifference to the union’s purpose is real for many members. To counter this alienation, the BCTF must provide tangible improvements to teachers’ working conditions by bargaining strategically, increasing support to large locals, and strengthening influence over the new Education Minister and partner groups whose aims are antithetical to ours. On my office wall a sign reads: "Never, never give up." If elected, I will dedicate my intelligence and foresight to serve teachers, and will never give up until B.C. teachers’ rights are again honoured. EXPERIENCE: Provincial: BCTF Executive member-at-large (4 yrs.), CTF delegate (4), Staff pension plan advisory committee (2), Negotiations training, bargaining conference (2), Summer conference delegate and workshop presenter (7), Chair Metro West zone council (1), AGM delegate (10). Local: President (7), Vice-president (1), Grievance panel (2), Staff Rep (5), Negotiations, job action, advocacy committees, etc. Community: Co-chair, Municipal planning/environment committees, SFU senate (2). Teaching: Secondary English, German, French (11), SFU TA (2). Education: BA, PDP (SFU). PhD courses and comprehensives. FOR MEMBER-AT-LARGE Milan Boljuncic "To foster and promote the cause of education, to raise the status of the teaching profession, and to promote the welfare of teachers in BC." – the original objectives of the BCTF have not changed significantly since the first AGM in Vancouver 87 years ago. What are also consistent are the oppressive governments who preach the virtue of education but deceive the public and teachers with "fiscal responsibility." Can we really equate children with products of a market economy? Today’s teachers continue to take pride in educating children, both in the classroom and through extra-curricular activities. I believe that in order for the BCTF to remain relevant to activists and non-activists, we must continue to find ways for every Professional in our Union to have a voice. Our Federation needs to examine the values of both experienced as well as our beginning teachers. We need to continue to advocate for a fully funded public education system as well as success for every child. I believe we need to continue to build and strengthen our ties with parents, labour, communities, and most importantly, our own teachers. As a Member-at-Large I look forward to bringing new perspectives to our provincial body that strengthen the multiple interests of our membership. EXPERIENCE: School Staff Representative (4), School Staff Chair (3), School Planning Council Representative, NVTA Executive–Member-at-Large (2), Local Representative (1), Alternate Local Representative (2) Delegate, BCTF Annual General Meeting (5), Vancouver and District Labour Council Representative, Local Bargaining Committee, District Counseling Review Committee, District Graduation Review Committee, School Health and Safety Representative, District Professional Development Committee, Joint District Multiculturalism and Anti-Racism Committee. Education: Diploma of Liberal Arts (University of Zagreb, Croatia); B.A. (SFU); B.Ed. (UBC); M Sc. (University of Oregon). Linda Burkholder These are critical times for teachers and for teaching as a profession. We have been under attack to an extent that we have never been before. It is essential that we stand together. It is important that we deal with all the changes made to the College of Teachers, not just the issue of representation. As we begin a new round of bargaining, we must be committed to the restoration of full, free collective bargaining rights. Time to teach has never been so important. Teachers are buried under a workload that is crushing. At a time when class sizes are rising and support for classroom programs has been drastically cut, administrators and the Ministry have added tons of bureaucratic garbage to teachers’ workloads. Professional autonomy is also being attacked. More and more, teachers are being told how they must teach. Finally, the future of the BCTF-What kind of organization will it be? What services will it provide? These are crucial battles that need to be fought, problems that need to be solved and questions that need to be answered. If elected Member-at-Large, I pledge my time and energy to fighting the battles, seeking solutions, and finding answers. EXPERIENCE: Provincial: Many years as a delegate to the BCTF AGM and BCTF Summer Conferences. Many years as a Staff Rep. Local: President, Local 59, Peace River South (5 yrs); Vice-President, PRSTA (5 yrs); PRSTA Bargaining Team (12 yrs); PRSTA Bargaining Chair and Chief Negotiator (7 yrs). Teaching: 32 years in British Columbia (grades K—7, and 10—12). Education: B.Sc. Ed., University of Texas @ Austin, 1971, U. of Calgary and UBC, Courses in School Librarianship, U. of Lethbridge, currently working on Masters in Educational Leadership. John Chisamore As an incumbent member of the BCTF Executive Committee and a long time teacher activist from the East Kootenays, I am putting my name forward for re-election as a Member-at-Large. The past three years of Liberal government have been difficult for teachers. We have worked hard to maintain a high standard of education in this province. The BCTF has initiated strategies to counteract the attack on our professionalism and our working conditions. Our strategies included direct membership involvement both at the provincial and local levels. We have recently seen our strategies bear fruit in important wins, both in the courts, and in the recent announced change in the government’s position regarding the B.C. College of Teachers. Over the next year we must continue to build coalitions with others who support a quality public education system in BC. We must use our resources wisely in order to affect the changes we want politically and at the bargaining table. Together, we can make a difference! Membership involvement keeps us committed and focused on our long term goals. At the 2004 AGM I seek your continued support to be a member of an Executive Committee that is receptive to membership concerns, and proactive in defending our important role in public education. EXPERIENCE: Provincial: BCTF EC Member-at-Large (3 yrs); CTF AGM delegate (3 yrs); CTF Director & Finance Committee (1 yr); LR (14 yrs); AGM delegate (20 yrs); Bargaining Council/Bargaining Committee (1 round); Income Security Committee (6 yrs); ACLP (4 yrs); Zone: East Kootenay President (4 yrs); East Kootenay Vice President (3 yrs); East Kootenay Sec-Treas (3 yrs); Kootenay Zone Chairperson (1 yr). Local: President (12 yrs: 1981—82, 1983—85, 1995-2004); Bargaining Committee (19 yrs); Negotiating Team (3 rounds); Grievance Committee (16 yrs); Information Technology Steering Committee (6 yrs); Teaching: Physics/Science/Computer Science/Math (23 yrs BC); Science/Math (2 yrs ON); Education: B.Sc., B.Ed. Ieke Giese This has been a challenging years for ALL teachers in B.C. Our classes are bigger, support for our students is being dismantled, and schools continue to be closed. Despite this, we need to celebrate. Our voices are strong and united, and some positive changes were made to the College. Because of teacher action, some of the stripped parts of our collective agreements have been returned. However, the fight is not yet over. Now is the time for all members to become even more active in our Federation. With a new Minister of Education, we need to ensure that our united voice regarding the underfunding of public education is heard. We must determine and control our own professional development as the true professionals that we are. We must maintain our professional autonomy. We must remain active in our role as a social justice union. We deal with social justice issues from the classroom to the international level. We must recommit, as devastating changes to our social safety net are enacted. Everyone will be affected by these changes. I look forward to having the opportunity to work with BCTF members on these critical issues as we stand together and change the world. EXPERIENCE: Local: delegate to the BCTF (15 years), President of the North Vancouver Substitute Teachers’ Association (3 years), chief staff rep (16 years), Bargaining Chair (1 year), member of Bargaining Committee (9 years), Status of Women Chair (5 years), Member-at-Large (3 years), Secretary (1 year) BCTF: table officer of the Provincial Association of Substitute Teachers (2 years), Social Justice Advisory Committee (3 years), co-chair (1 year), chair (1 year), local association representative to the BCTF RA (2 years), Staff Union Rep Trainer (4 years), Parent Presentations facilitator (4 years); Teaching: teacher-on-call (3 years), Kindergarten to Grade 7 (13 years) presently teacher-librarian (3 years) Jim Iker Our strength and passion comes from the work we do each day in the classroom, in the Local and in the Federation. Continued membership involvement, and support for all locals is critical to a stronger BCTF. We need to support members’ needs in the classroom and defend our professional autonomy. I believe in strong leadership that promotes democratic processes, seeks and listens to member input, and provides pro-active strategies and plans that help us achieve our goals and take back our profession. Through our actions and unity we have achieved some real successes such as the "quashing" of the Rice stripping, our stand for a Democratic College, the Charter for Public Education and increased public support. Together we can build on our successes and work toward restoring full and free collective bargaining. Through bargaining we need to improve learning and teaching conditions, and achieve a fair and reasonable salary increase. We must advocate for full funding for a strong and stable public education system, the rebuilding of our social safety net, and the election of a socially responsible government. I ask for your continued support to work on your behalf as Member At Large. I look forward to talking with you at the AGM about all the issues. EXPERIENCE: Provincial: Provincial Executive Member at Large (2 yrs); CTF AGM Delegate (1); Bargaining Mobilization Committee Chair (1); Provincial Bargaining Team member—1st 2 rounds of Provincial Bargaining GR/LR (12); AGM delegate (16); Local Presidents’ Advisory Committee (2) Chair (1); BCTF Interim Bargaining Structures Committee; Legislative Advisory Committee/team; Staff Rep Training; Summer Conference Participant (22). Local: President (12); Bargaining Chair (2); Chief Negotiator, Local Bargaining (all 3 rounds); Bargaining Committee; WLC Chair (2); Staff rep; District Health And Safety Committee Rep (4); EAP District Committee (10). Teaching: 21 years (full and Part time) K/2/3/ 4/6/7, Learning Assistance, Counselling, Special Ed. Education: BA—McMaster, B.Ed— Dalhousie, Various Counselling Courses—UVic. Al Klassen This is a critical time for teachers in the public education system. After numerous setbacks, teachers have finally been able to demonstrate their resolve, and use that resolve to make their concerns about public education and their role as professionals known. The BCTF will need effective leadership from every member of the Executive Committee in order to move forward with the issues that are causing so many challenges for our classroom teachers. The Federation must build stronger and more productive relationships with its members and with other stakeholders in the public education system. Teachers are knowledgeable and dedicated professionals whose input must be heard by those who effectively control and shape public education in this province. The Executive Committee needs a variety of perspectives and voices of reason. I offer my experience as the president of a mid size local, a classroom teacher and a person who takes a thoughtful, reflective and collaborative approach to problem solving. Teachers have a number of important issues to be addressed in the coming year. I am hopeful that my voice will be heard as part of the Executive Committee who will address these issues on behalf of all teachers in this province. Experience: Provincial: ACLP (3 yrs.), BCTF AGM delegate (5 yrs.). Local: President (3yrs.), Vice-President (2 yrs.), Local Bargaining Chair (2 yrs.), Health & Safety Rep (2 yrs.), Member-at-Large (2 yrs.), Staff Rep (2 yrs.). Teaching: 11 years Secondary Technology Education. Education: B. Ed UBC, trades–BCIT (PVI). Other: 17 years Journeyman Ironworker/ Welder, General Foreman, Company Superintendent. Fran Robinson My fundamental principle is based on the belief that teachers are the BCTF. Teachers are responsible for making sure the Federation speaks and acts in ways determined through our democratic processes. Teachers struggle to meet the needs of students and families who are suffering as a result of government social policy changes. The social responsibility teachers share enables us to speak out for public education and to advocate for change that makes a difference. As we enter a bargaining year, teachers are concerned. Having been both a local Bargaining Chair and President, I know first-hand what responsible collective bargaining is. We may not control this process, but we remain united. Our professional and economic concerns must be addressed so we can better focus on the needs of our students. In spite of many adversities, we have successes to show for our collective commitments and decisions. The recent court ruling in our challenge of the Rice Arbitration, our determination in the face of the government-appointed College of Teachers and success of the Joint Trusteeship Pension Plan demonstrate the collective strength of teachers. Support me, working for you, to put in force the resolutions and goals of the teachers of British Columbia. EXPERIENCE: Provincial: BCTF Local representative (3 yrs). BCTF Pension Committee and TPP Advisory Committee (5 yrs): chair (1 yr). Local: Comox District Teachers’ Association Executive (8 yrs): President (2 yrs), Past President (1 yr), Bargaining chair (2 yrs). CDTA staff rep (3 yrs); Teaching: 25 yrs at all levels. Education: Hon BA in physical and health education, MAEd with counselling major. Kelly Shields The Pattulo, the Port Mann and the Alex Fraser are three different bridges which lead to Surrey. Like these bridges, my experience serving on the BCTF Executive Committee has shown me that there are different ways to get to the same place. Working as a Staff Union Representative Trainer I have heard a variety of views from around the province. With the experience of coming from a large local, yet having the privilege of sharing with small locals, I have developed a deep respect for our diversity. One of the most important bridges that we are building is our outreach to the community, through Parent Presentations. We need to continue paving the way to solidarity and the provincial election by talking to parents, our families, friends and neighbours; building bridges to union and non-union alike. The College has presented a number of roadblocks. The Executive has been united in providing leadership and negotiating each pothole along the way. I am committed to casting my vote at the Executive based on principles and reflective of the network of roads which our members travel. I ask for your support in re-electing me as a member at large. EXPERIENCE: Provincial: Executive Committee Member at Large since November, 2003; Provincial Bargaining Team 2000-2002; Presidents’ Advisory Committee 1994-1995; Judicial Council 1995 present; Local Representative 1996 present; School Union Rep Trainer current; Parent Presentation Facilitator current; RA Agenda Planning Committee current; AGM delegate (20 yrs); BCFed Education Committee current. Local: Surrey President (3); Acting President (6 mo); 1st Vice President (1); 2nd VP (2); Grievance Officer (3—50%) (1—100%); Advocate for teachers at arbitration hearings; Grievance Committee (14); STARA Chair and co-chair (2); Staff Rep (9); WLC Committee (1); Political Action/Public Relations Committee (3). Teaching: 22 years teaching in Surrey, Primary Grades 1 and 2, Learning Assistance, Resource Room, Segregated Special Class, District Integration Support Teacher (current). Education: B. Ed in Special Education UBC,1981, Early Childhood Education Diploma Capilano College, 1975. Val Windsor As a union of professionals, the BCTF purposes are clear: to promote the cause of public education, to raise the status of the teaching profession, and to promote the welfare of teachers. We are continuing the fight to save public education, thus raising the status of the profession by advocating for our students. There is another critically important purpose we must serve. We must find a way to respond to the needs of the classroom teacher–one who may never be an activist but is no less important. The BCTF will need to make a number of difficult decisions with that teacher in mind. We must support, through bargaining strategies and processes, our members’ bargaining priorities. We must represent the professional interests of our members. We must review recommendations of the Governance Review that last year’s AGM directed be brought forward this year. Most organizations review all facets of their operations on a regular basis; especially in times of decreasing membership leading to shrinking resources and increasing costs. I believe the BCTF must continue to reach out to community and to government. The credible voice of teachers must be heard and I will continue to be an effective voice for teachers. I seek your support as a Member-at-Large. EXPERIENCE: Provincial: Local Rep (9), BCTF AGM delegate (13), Judicial Council (3), Staff Rep Trainer (2), CTF AGM delegate (4), Organizing Committee CTF AGM Vancouver (1), G.A. Fergusson Award Trustee (5). Local: President (3), 1st Vice-President (3), 2nd Vice-President (3), Secretary (3), LR (8), Bargaining Chair (3) and member (6), other committee membership: Health and Safety, Working and Learning. Teaching: 35 years in the profession, Grades 3—7. Education: BA, PBD, PDP SFU. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=30176,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2013 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 25, Number 7, May/June 2013   The Labour History Project—Why it matters!  By Ken Novakowski   Why is it important for today’s students who live in a world of instant communication, facebook, tweets, and google to know something about the history of working people and their struggles? Most of the students in today’s classrooms come from families where one or both of their parents are employees of one sort or another, who we generally refer to as working people. While there is no question that the world of work and the nature of the workforce in Canada and other parts of the world has changed and continues to change, the fact remains that most people will make their living working for someone else, be it in a small business, a huge corporation, or the public sector. The important thing for anyone working into today’s workplaces is to understand that the rights they enjoy, from the length of their work day and week to a harassment free environment to benefits like pensions or sick leave, exist because some time in the past working people acted collectively to win such rights through collective bargaining or through political action. Students, who will soon be entering the world of work, if they haven’t done so already, should have an awareness of how many factors that shape our current world were the product and result of struggles by working people over the past century and more. One thing I learned in my many years as a teacher and a union activist is that what working people gained over time, they gained by acting together; nothing of benefit to workers was ever simply “given” by employers or government without the influence and pressure of those workers, organized into unions or broader social movements. Today, employers and governments seek to erode the capacity of working people to enjoy their fair share of the wealth our country produces. As a result, many working people find themselves in struggles to defend and maintain the standard of living and basic rights that were achieved by their parents and grandparents over the past century. That’s why teachers, retired teachers and others have come together to constitute the Labour History Project (LHP). This group has been working on developing teaching ideas, materials, lessons and resources appropriate for use by teachers and consistent with current curriculum requirements. The LHP is a joint undertaking of the B.C. Labour Heritage Centre and the B.C. Teachers’ Federation and is supported by the B.C. Federation of Labour and the SFU Labour Studies program. The LHP has been operational for a few years now and has undertaken a number of specific projects consistent with their mandate. They have been working on updating and extending the lessons in Youth, Unions and You a 2000 publication of the BCTF, the BCFed and government. The rich and comprehensive resource guide provides course specific ideas and materials on labour history, labour standards and employee rights to augment textbook and other materials. The LHP has also been developing lesson ideas to accompany These Were the Reasons, a DVD which lightly covers many issues in BC’s past, providing real people understandings of the issues that led people to form unions. The Knowledge Network, in collaboration with the Labour Heritage Centre, is in the final stages of producing a series of thirty vignettes of the historical experiences of B.C.’s working people and the LHP plans to produce teaching ideas for each of these three minutes stories. All this and more will be available to teachers and others when the LHP goes on-line sometime this fall. Another major initiative of the LHP has been to develop a unit on labour history and labour studies for the Social Justice 12 course. A group of six teachers have been working to develop the unit and hope to have it available for field testing, again early this fall. This unit with all supporting resources and links will also be available to all teachers on-line. There are other exciting things happening on the Labour History/Studies front. Simon Fraser University is in the process of hiring a tenure track professor for the Labour Studies program which is now on track to offer a degree in Labour Studies within a few years. The History Department at Simon Fraser University is offering a course (History 327) taught by well-known SFU professor and labour historian Mark Leier as part of the summer school program for teachers in July, 2014. The course, on BC and Canadian labour history, will focus on the development of teaching ideas and curriculum. A group of organizations is working together to update the Vancouver Labour History Walking Tour, including new sites on the tour and also adapting the walk to include resources and links that can be accessed electronically by walk participants. The LHP is planning to develop a guide for teachers to assist teachers wanting to take their students on the walk. Several organizations, including the BC Labour Heritage Centre, the BC Federation of Labour, and the SFU Labour Studies program are in the early stages of planning the publication of a book on the history of working people in BC with a focus on their many struggles and the emergence and development of the union movement. Ken Novakowski, retired teacher, former BCTF executive director, BCTF past president, currently on the board of the Labour Heritage Centre.  Join the Labour History Network  The Labour History Project has initiated the creation of the Labour History Network—an e-mail list of anyone interested in getting three or four e-mail updates a year—on the work of the Labour History Project and related events and initiatives. If you would like to join the Labour History Network just send your e-mail address to knova@telus.net   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13826,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > April 1998 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 10, Number 6, April 1998 The next best thing to being there by Shayne Konar  You could call it The Adventures of Big Blue, the Magic Land Cruiser. Although the Grade 6 and 7 students and staff of School District 51 (Boundary) aren’t shrinking or transforming themselves like the characters in that other well-known series, The Magic School Bus, they are involved in a unique interactive learning experience. The Two Americas Circumnavigation Trek (TACT) Project began in the fall of 1997 with a simple premise: What would happen if you put current technology in the hands of a retired educator, Lach Farrell, as he travels from Grand Forks, B.C., to the tip of South America and returns via the east coasts of the Americas to Alaska? The results, so far, of this hi-tech, hands-on approach to curriculum and learning have been exciting. While Lach is currently in Central America, and a long way from home (Castlegar), he’s not alone on his journey. Students “ride along” with him courtesy of a global phone satellite link, digital camera, and computer providing direct voice and data communications to classrooms in Grand Forks. The alignment of time zones affords the opportunity for real time interaction/ conversation with Lach as he travels through diverse cultures, languages, and lifestyles. The “passengers” on this trip are anything but passive. They receive and send e-mail, learn Spanish, and research how people live, their environment, and history. Diverse questions about politics, economics, the effects of El Nino, ecology, and unique features can be answered on the spot. Students are in charge of their learning: directing Lach, becoming navigators, and plotting co-ordinates and trip direction. Grade 6 and 7 students at J. A. Hutton Elementary School, in Grand Forks, and teachers Andrew Mckinlay and Shayne Konar are overseeing the project. Responsibilities include scanning and editing photos and video images, organizing e-mail, and assisting with the creation of a TACT Web page. The Web page, http://www.tactproject.com, showcases the potential of an interactive learning curriculum. The Web page archives e-mail, photos, and video clips of the trip and demonstrates that a small, Interior school district can be on the cutting edge of technology and its application to the classroom. In addition, students throughout the Boundary School District, B.C, and elsewhere, can access the site, conduct research with other students, post questions, and visit related links. If you wish more information about the TACT Project, visit the TACT Web site: http://www.tactproject.com, or contact teacher Andrew McKinlay at andmckin@ sunshinecable.com or (250) 442-8275. Shane Konar teaches at Dr. D.A. Perley Elementary School, Grand Forks. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141006,globalnews.ca,http://globalnews.ca/news/1575575/the-maze-runner-wins-weekend-box-office-race/,‘The Maze Runner’ wins weekend box office race  | Globalnews.ca Your Region: National BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg On TV: News Hour Sections National National sections Locals Local sections Watch Watch sections Search Canada Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released Sections Health Money Consumer Tech Entertainment Environment Science Lifestyle Sports Featured Canada World Politics Investigations Canada Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released Your Region National Change BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Health Money Consumer Tech Entertainment Environment Science Lifestyle Sports Jump to a Region National BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Man trying to reach Bermuda in inflatable bubble rescued by Coast Guard Schedule NowNews Hour 6:30pmGlobal National More Programs Global National The West Block 16x9 The Morning Show More Personalities Dawna Friesen Carolyn Jarvis Liza Fromer Tom Clark More News Major snowfall covers N. Manitoba Entertainment ‘Gone Girl’ wins weekend box office News Journalist with Ebola arrives at US hospital Canada Quebecor sells off Sun newspaper chain News Crowdfunded bus debuts in Toronto Entertainment Depardieu reveals past as escort, thief Canada MPs debate motion for airstrikes in Iraq Sports NBA extends television deals for 9 years Trending Maple Syrup Heist Hong Kong protests Iraq crisis Luka Magnotta Ebola outbreak enterovirus D68 Ukraine Retail Wars Entertainment September 22, 2014 7:36 am ‘The Maze Runner’ wins weekend box office race By Staff  The Associated Press ; A scene from 'The Maze Runner.' Handout What is this? Sponsored content is written by Global News' editorial staff without any editorial influence by the sponsor. If you'd like to learn more... What is this ? X What is this? Sponsored content is written by Global News' without any editorial influence by the sponsor. If you'd like to learn more... NEW YORK – The young-adult adaptation The Maze Runner raced to the top of the box-office with $32.5 million, giving a budding franchise a quick start out of the gate. The mew release easily outpaced the $13.1 million debut of Liam Neeson’s hardboiled private eye thriller A Walk Among the Tombstones and the $11.9 million opening for the ensemble-cast dramedy This Is Where I Leave You, according to studio estimates Sunday. Story continues below The strong opening for The Maze Runner, adapted from James Dashner’s science-fiction YA novel, is a big success for a movie that cost $34 million to make and was released in the normally quiet month of September. Fox aimed to make the film — about a group of teenage boys mysteriously locked inside a giant maze — the first post-summer event movie, putting it on IMAX and large-format screens. The Maze Runner, which drew a 51 per cent female audience despite an almost all-male cast, is now a promising franchise. Its opening was further boosted by $37.6 million internationally. The studio announced Sunday that the planned sequel, “The Maze Runner: The Scorch Trials,” will bow Sept. 18 next year. While Neeson’s box-office strength has been hard to beat in recent years, the darker, R-rated A Walk Among the Tombstones came in well below the track record established by his Taken series or, from earlier this year, Non-Stop. Neeson stars as a justice-seeking former NYPD detective. This Is Where I Leave You, about a large suburban family sitting Shiva for the funeral of their patriarch, boasted an A-list ensemble cast including Tina Fey, Jason Bateman and Jane Fonda. But such adult fare rarely lights up the box office, even when directed by a filmmaker with a proven record of attracting crowds. The film, adapted from Jonathan Trooper’s bestseller, was directed by Montreal-born Shawn Levy, who is best known for broader comedies like the Night at the Museum franchise. No Good Deed earned another $102. million over the weekend and Dolphin Tale 2 placed fifth with $9 million. © The Associated Press, 2014 Report an error Box Office movies The Maze Runner More Stories Entertainment ‘The Equalizer’ blasts to top of weekend box office ‘Gone Girl’ beats ‘Annabelle’ at weekend box office ‘Guardians’ conquers long weekend box office ‘No Good Deed’ knocks ‘Guardians’ from top of box office Adam Sandler to make 4 movies for Netflix Comments Popular Now Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released 20224 How does Ebola spread? 5 things you need to know 18659 Accused Madeleine McCann Twitter troll found dead 9985 Ebola: 5 reasons why an outbreak is highly unlikely in Canada 7298 UPDATE: What’s the best, cheapest Canadian cellphone plan out there? 5891 Featured Content Canada Ebola: 5 reasons why an outbreak is highly unlikely in Canada What are the chances of an Ebola outbreak taking off in Canada? It isn’t likely, according to experts. And here are a number of reasons why. Continue reading → Environment Are we in the midst of a mass extinction? There have been 5 mass extinctions — the loss of 75 per cent or more of the world’s species — in Earth’s history. Scientists now believe that we are at the early stages of the sixth. Continue reading → Health Lab-grown penises may soon be ‘ready for testing’ on humans Researchers in North Carolina say penises grown in laboratories could “soon be ready for human testing,” offering hope for men who have had traumatic injuries or penile cancer. Continue reading → Canada Meet Rachel Parent — the teen fighting for GMO labelling in Canada Rachel Parent is a 15-year-old activist. Her goal: mandatory labelling in Canada of all genetically modified organisms, or GMOs that are found as ingredients in food. Continue reading → Canada Abandoned puppies on the mend Twenty hungry, cold and flea-infested puppies found in a Saskatchewan field are now being nursed back to health at Battleford’s Humane Society. Continue reading → Science Everything you need to know about Wednesday’s lunar eclipse On Oct. 8, Canada will be treated to its second lunar eclipse of the year. Find out what you can expect. Continue reading → Canada Can homegrown food win the climate change war? Wondering what’s the single most effective way to combat climate change? Plant a garden. Continue reading → Canada 16×9: An investigation into illegal lumber Timber thieves are stealing wood from the Russian Far East, processing it in China and then shipping it to North America, a 16×9 investigation has found. Continue reading → Highlights Hounds of Parliament: As commuting cyclist and budget watchdog, Frechette must make his presence known Frechette draws a line distinguishing his personality as a cyclist and as the parliamentary budget officer. But surely there’s a parallel between the assertive man he is on a bike and in the role of PBO? Continue reading → Email alerts Sign up for FREE daily Globalnews.ca newsletters and breaking news alerts Email Address National Daily News National Breaking News By clicking on the submit button, I have read, understood and agreed to our privacy policy Twitter Follow globalnews 20 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews USA Swimming suspends #MichaelPhelps for 6 months glbn.ca/ClLU9 pic.twitter.com/nqC3dQ3NhL 20 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews Hillary Clinton: military action against ISIS “critical” and “essential” globalnews.ca/news/1600343/w… #cdnpoli 32 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews Boy left in car during church choir practice dies glbn.ca/ClKBB Jump to a Region BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Connect Facebook Twitter Google+ RSS Contact Us Global News About Us Privacy Policy Principles & Practices Terms & Conditions Copyright Shaw Media Advertise Open Data © Shaw Media Inc., 2014. All rights reserved. Follow Follow “Global News” Get every new post delivered to your Inbox. Join 3,820 other followers Powered by WordPress.com Shaw Connect Expand News Entertainment Entertainment Home Celebs Movies TV Music Living Lifestyle Food Home & Living Sports Money Tech Travel Breaktime Autos Watch TV Online All Sites Global Global News Food Network HGTV History Television Showcase Slice DTOUR ET Canada National Geographic Movietime Lifetime H2 DIY Action NG Wild Mystery IFC BBC Deja Vu Twist)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Foster parents are ordinary people engaged in extraordinary acts of kindness. Join the team! http://t.co/6jUkcsOp6V" @Teresa_Wat - 04:31pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20140925,bcparentinfo.ca,http://bcparentinfo.ca/staticresources,Page Not Found - BC Parent Info    Learning Resources Student Achievement Parent Support Latest News Latest News Parent Support Student Achievement Learning Resources Questions about back to school? CLICK HERE Sorry! Page not found The page that you are looking for has either expired or does not exist. Please click on one of the links near the top to view the other pages of this website. You will now be redirected to the home page. Copyright Disclaimer Privacy Copyright Disclaimer Privacy)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/WorkArea/linkit.aspx?LinkIdentifier=id&ItemID=6178,Object moved Object moved to here.)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Foster parents are ordinary people engaged in extraordinary acts of kindness. Join the team! http://t.co/6jUkcsOp6V" @Teresa_Wat - 04:31pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/BargainingAndContracts.aspx?id=33210,BCTF > Solidarity Pours in from Around the World  	Bargaining and contracts  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers Aboriginal Education  Bargaining & Collective Agreements  Français  Health & Safety  New Teachers  Opportunities for Members  Pensions Professional Development  Professional Rights & Responsibility  Provincial Specialist Associations  Salary & Benefits  Teachers Teaching On Call  Teaching Resources  For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Bargaining and Collective Agreements Solidarity Pours in from Around the World Teachers unions and workers’ organisations from across Canada and across the border are sending solidarity greetings in support of BC teachers as we struggle to achieve a fair deal that respects the work we do, and which provides more support for students.        Members of the Chicago Teachers’ Union  delivered a letter of solidarity with the BCTF to the Canadian Consulate-General in their city.     On June 19, representatives of the Mexican Section of the Tri-National Coalition in Defence of Public Education went to the Canadian Embassy in Mexico City to express their support for BC teachers. Letters from school districts Kitimat teachers’ “disturbance” of Premier’s visit sparks action from city council  SD 8 Kootenay Lake  SD 10 Arrow Lakes  SD 19 Revelstoke  SD 20 Kootenay-Columbia  SD 23 Central Okanagan - June 23 | August 7  SD 28 Quesnel - CUPE joint letter  SD 33 Chilliwack  SD 35 Langley  SD 36 Surrey  SD 37 Delta  SD 38 Richmond - June 25 | August 22  SD 39 Vancouver   SD 40 New Westminster  SD 41 Burnaby  SD 42 Maple Ridge & Pitt Meadows  SD 43 Coquitlam  SD 44 North Vancouver  SD 46 Sunshine Coast  SD 47 Powell River  SD 48 Howe Sound  SD 52 Prince Rupert  SD 53 Okanagan Similkameen  SD 57 Prince George - May 29 | July 23  SD 61 Greater Victoria - May 23 | August 7  SD 62 Sooke  SD 63 Saaanich -  re: Bargaining | re: Public Ed. Funding  SD 69 Qualicum  SD 70 Alberni  SD71 Comox Valley - March 6 | July 21  SD 72 Campbell River  SD 75 Mission  SD 82 Kitimat  SD 83 North Okanagan-Shuswap     Letters from organizations Alberta Teachers' Association (ATA) - May 21 | Sept 12  ATA - Evergreen Catholic Local 44   Alberta Union of Public Employees (AUPE)  Association of Secondary Teachers Ireland (ASTI)  BC Association of Speech/Language Pathologists & Audiologists (BCASLPA)  BC Federation of Labour  BC Forum  BC Nurses' Union (BCNU) - June 27 | Sept 10  BC Retired Teachers' Association (BCRTA)  Camosun College Faculty Association  Canadian Association of Retired Teachers (ACER-CART)  Canadian Federation of Nurses Unions (CFNU)  Canadian Federation of Students, British Columbia - May 28 | Sept 12  CFS Local 18 - Douglas Students' Union   Canadian Teachers' Federation (CTF) - May 23 | June 18 | Sept 12  September 12, 2014 news releases in English and in French   Canadian Labour Congress  CGTEN-ANDEN, Nicaragua (translation) Coast Mountains Board of Education SD 82  Compensation Employees Union (CEU)  Le Conseil scolaire francophone de la Colombie-Britannique  Council of Canadians BC–Yukon  Council of Senior Citizens' Organizations of BC (COSCO)  CUPE 2278 (UBC)  District of Ucluelet  Education International-Latin America (EI-LA) (translation) Elementary Teachers’ Federation of Ontario (ETFO) - May 23 | June 24 | Sept 8  ETFO to Contribute $1 Million to Support Striking British Columbia Teachers   ETFO - Greater Essex County Occasional Teachers  ETFO - Halton Elementary  ETFO - James Bay Local  ETFO - Near North Teachers' Local  ETFO - Niagara Local  ETFO - Ontario North East  ETFO - Rainbow Teacher Local  ETFO - Refrew County  ETFO - Simcoe County Occasional Teachers  ETFO - Staff Association  ETFO - Thames Valley Occasional Teachers' Local - June 30 | Sept 4  ETFO - Toronto Occasional Teachers   ETFO - Upper Canada Local  ETFO - Upper Grand Local - June 24 | August 26  ETFO - Waterloo Region  ETFO - Waterloo Region Occasional Teachers' Local  ETFO - York region   Federation Autonome de L'enseignment, Quebec  Fundación para el Desarrollo y la Educación (FUNDE), Bolivia (translation) Grand Erie Elementary Teachers' Federation  Highline Education Association, Tukwila WA  Hospital Employees Union, Kamloops Thompson Local  Initiative for Democratic Education in the Americas (IDEA)  International Brotherhood of Elelctrical Workers (IBEW)   IBEW- Local 258   International Longshore and Warehouse Union (ILWU) Local 502  International Longshore and Warehouse Union, Local 505  Keewatin-Patricia Elementary Teachers' Association (KPETA)  La Federación Colombiana de Educadores (FECODE)   La Federación Departamental de Maestros de Educación Rural de Cochabamba (FDMERC), Bolivia   Lakehead Elementary Teachers of Ontario - Lakehead Local (LETO EELO)  Marysville Education Association, Washington  Mexican Section of the Trinational Coalition in Defence of Public Education  Namibian National Union of Teachers (NANTU)  National Confederation of Educators of Brazil (CNTE) (translation) National Union of Teachers, London  Northwest Territories Teachers' Association (NWTTA)  Okanagan College Faculty Association  Okanagan College Students’ Union   Ontario English Catholic Teachers' Association (OECTA) - May 1 | July 9 | Sept 8  OECTA - Algonquin Lakeshore Unit  OECTA Bruce-Grey Elementary Unit  OECTA - Dufferin-Peel Secondary Unit  OECTA - Halton Elementary Unit  OECTA Niagara Elementary Unit  OECTA - Nipissing Elementary Unit  OECTA Northeastern Unit  OECTA - Simcoe Muskoka Elementary Unit - June 20 | Sept 12  OECTA St. Clair Elementary Unit  OECTA - St. Michaels College School TA  OECTA - Superior North Unit  OECTA - Waterloo Unit  Ontario Secondary School Teachers of Ontario (OSSTF/FEESO) - May 26 | Sept 4       OSSTF D35 - Brock University Support Staff   OSSTF-FESSO - Greater Essex, District 9 - June20 | August 15  OSSTF - Limestone Local    OSTTF Marc Garneau Collegiate Institute  Ontario Teachers' Federation -July 3 | Sept 17 Ottawa and District Labour Council  Ottawa Carleton Elementary Teachers' Federation (OCETF)  Peruvian Teachers’ Union (SUTEP)  Pilchuck Uniserv Council, Everett, WA  Postsecondary petition in support of BC teachers, initiated by the Institute for Critical Education Studies  Professional Employees Association (PEA)   Protect Public Education Now  Public Service Alliance of Canada Local 20106  Pulp, Paper and Woodworkers of Canada National Office (PPWC)  Quebec Provincial Association of Teachers (QPAT)  Queensland Teachers' Union of Employees (Australia)  Reform Front of Panamanian Educators (FREP), Panama (translation) Regina Public School Teachers' Association (RPSTA)  Sooke Board of Education SD 62  South African Cultural Association of BC (SACABC)  Sindicato de Trabajadoras y Trabajadores de la Educación Costarricense (SEC), Costa Rica  Teachers' Federation Employees' Union (TFEU)  Teamsters Local No. 155  Thompson Rivers University Faculty Association  Trinational Coalition to Defend Public Education, US Section  UBC Faculty Association (UBCFA)  Unifor support letter   Unifor Local 468  Local 468-W  Local 780  Local 888   Union of Canadian Transportation Employees (UCTE)  Unión Nacional de Educadores (UNE), Ecuador (translation)  Maestros de la Columbia Británica a paro    Ursula Franklin Academy teachers, Toronto District School Board, OSSTF Toronto  Vancouver and District Labour Council (VDLC)  Vancouver Island University Faculty Association (VIUFA)  Vancouver Island University Students' Union (VIUSU)  Vancouver Retired Firefighters' Association  Education International, the global union federation representing teachers around the world, sent messages of support to the teachers of BC from teachers in more than 60 countries. The eyes of the world are on BC. Tweets from the Education International conference held in Montreal, May 26-31, 2014. Click map image to enlarge. Canadian Teachers ‏@CanTeachersFed 32m #unite4ed @bctf supported by CTF Member orgs on world map. pic.twitter.com/yT8cLue0Yb       Canadian Teachers ‏@CanTeachersFed 31m #unite4ed @bctf supported by European and African affiliates of @eduint #bced #cdned pic.twitter.com/WCi600Qa6Z       Canadian Teachers ‏@CanTeachersFed 28m African affiliates of @eduint sign support for @bctf on world map #unite4ed pic.twitter.com/Pomv6O2549     About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/FassbenderMLA/status/469305853271887873,Peter Fassbender on Twitter: "Grad ceremonies can continue as they always have with help from administration and parents. Teachers are definitely welcome to attend #bced" টুইটার অনুসন্ধান অনুসন্ধান টুইটার খুঁজুন সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ ভাষা : বাংলা. हिन्दी Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন টুইটার-এ নতুন ? আজই যোগদান করুন » সাইন ইন করুন ফোন, ইমেল বা ব্যবহারকারীর নাম পাসওয়ার্ড সাইন ইন আমাকে মনে রাখুন পাসওয়ার্ড ভুলে গেছেন? ইতিমধ্যে আপনি কি টেক্সট বার্তার মাধ্যমে টুইটার ব্যবহার করছেন? অনুসরণ অনুসরণ করা কর্মসমূহ:অনুসরণ না করা অবরুদ্ধ অবরোধ মুক্ত মুলতুবি বাতিল Peter Fassbenderযাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট ‏ @FassbenderMLA ২২ মে Grad ceremonies can continue as they always have with help from administration and parents. Teachers are definitely welcome to attend #bced প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট পুনঃটুইটগুলি ১৮ প্রিয় ৬ ৭:৩৬ অপরাহ্ণ - ২১ মে, ২০১৪ WiseUp ‏ @WiseRiseInfo ২২ মে . @FassbenderMLA Smug sanctimonious toady of Clark! Your contemptuous behaviour is beyond repugnant. You get a 'Does Not Meet' #BCPoli #BCEd সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Reema Faris ‏ @rmfaris ২২ মে When's last time u attended grad or were involved w planning one? Teachers are instrumental to the experience #bced #bcpoli @FassbenderMLA সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Jim Watson ‏ @CaptainSuburb ২২ মে @FassbenderMLA I don't think you have any idea what teachers do. {cc. @WoodfordCKNW980} সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Curious George ‏ @impishchimp ২২ মে @FassbenderMLA how do you sleep at night? সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Carolyn Hart ‏ @storystandouts ২২ মে @FassbenderMLA I presented scholarships at 4 grads last yr. Teachers were integral to each event. Class of 2014 should not be victims. #BCEd সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Kirk Doherty ‏ @kirkdoherty ২২ মে @FassbenderMLA Unless they happen at worksite +45min after workday then tchrs can be disciplined for not following @BCPSEA direction #bced সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Jessa Clark ‏ @mrsclark87 ২২ মে @FassbenderMLA I don't think you quite understand how much teacher time goes into grad ceremonies... সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Jessa Clark ‏ @mrsclark87 ২২ মে @FassbenderMLA But Grad happens in schools, at night. How do you propose we attend when you've locked us out? #mixedmessages #bctf #bced সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট rebel✊ ‏ @CryingWolfe ২২ মে @FassbenderMLA WHAT THE ACTUAL FUCK?? সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Franceska ‏ @CactusGipsy ২২ মে @rmfaris & love how @FassbenderMLA & Cameron say they will "let" teachers mark exams. Any idea how much time/work go into it? #bced #bcpoli সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Eileen Reppenhagen ‏ @TaxDetective ২৩ মে @mrsclark87 @FassbenderMLA you can't have it both ways. সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Ryan Neufeld ‏ @bobneuf ২৩ মে @FassbenderMLA this is a joke right? What planet did you attend secondary school on? Can't even keep your own lies straight anymore? সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Reema Faris ‏ @rmfaris ২৩ মে @CactusGipsy I do! Not sure that's been understood by those in charge. সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Paul Bae ‏ @MrPaulBae ২৩ মে @FassbenderMLA That may be the most clueless, tone-deaf statement from a BC politician I've ever read. And I'm including Vander Zalm! #bced সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Ellie Harvie ‏ @ellieharvie ২৩ মে @FassbenderMLA that statement alone shows how little you understand or appreciate the teachers' role. সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Peter Fassbender থেকে কোন আপডেট মিস্ করবেন না © 2014 টুইটার সম্বন্ধে সহায়তা বিজ্ঞপ্তি তথ্য বন্ধ মিডিয়াটিকে চিহ্নিত করুন এটি ইতিমধ্যে সংবেদনশীল কন্টেন্ট ধারণকারী হিসাবে চিহ্নিত হয়েছে। পতাকা তুলুন এটি সম্ভাব্যরূপে অবৈধ বিষয়বস্তুর ধারণকারী হিসেবে। সমর্পণ করা বাতিল মিডিয়াকে চিহ্নিত করা সম্পর্কে আরো জানুন খারিজ বন্ধ পূর্ববর্তী পরবর্তী বন্ধ একজন ব্যক্তির প্রোফাইলে যান সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ বন্ধ আপনার অনুসরণকারীদের এই পুনঃটুইটটি পাঠাবেন? বাতিল পুনঃটুইট বন্ধ আপনি কি নিশ্চিত যে এই টুইট মুছে দিতে চান? বাতিল মুছে ফেলুন বন্ধ রোধ করন বাতিল রোধ করন আপনার টুইটসমুহে একটি অবস্থান যুক্ত করুন যখন একটি অবস্থানের সঙ্গে আপনার টুইট করেন, টুইটার সেই অবস্থান সংরক্ষণ করে। প্রত্যেক টুইটের আগে আপনি আপনার অবস্থান চালু / বন্ধ করতে পারেন, এবং যে কোনও সময় আপনি আপনার অবস্থানের ইতিহাস মুছে ফেলতে পারেন। আরো জানুন অবস্থান চালু করুন এখন নয় স্থান বন্ধ করুন বন্ধ প্রোফাইল সারসংক্ষেপ বন্ধ আপনার তালিকাসমূহ বন্ধ একটি নতুন তালিকা তৈরি করুন নাম তালিকা বিবরণ 100 অক্ষরের কম, ঐচ্ছিক তালিকাসমূহ:গোপনীয়তা সাধারণ · যে কেউ এই তালিকা অনুসরণ করতে পারেন ব্যক্তিগত · শুধুমাত্র আপনিই এই তালিকায় প্রবেশ করতে পারবেন তালিকা সংরক্ষণ করুন বন্ধ বন্ধ এই টুইট স্থাপিত কর আপনার নীচের ওয়েবসাইটে কোডটি অনুলিপি দ্বারা এই টুইট যোগ করুন * আরও জানুন হুম, সার্ভারে পৌঁছনোর একটি সমস্যা ছিল। পরে আবার চেষ্টা করবেন? প্রকৃত টুইট অন্তর্ভুক্ত করুন অন্তর্ভুক্ত মিডিয়া প্রাকদর্শন বন্ধ টুইটারে নিবন্ধন করুন টুইটারে নেই? নিবন্ধন করুন, আপনির পছন্দের বিষয়গুলির সাথে যুক্ত হন, এবং তাদের বিষয়ে হালনাগাদ পান। একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন » বন্ধ দুটি উপায় (প্রেরণ এবং গ্রহণ) শর্ট কোড: দেশ কোড গ্রাহকদের জন্য মার্কিন যুক্তরাষ্ট্র 40404 (যে কোন) কানাডা 21212 (যে কোন) যুক্তরাজ্য 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM হাইতি 40404 Digicel, Voila আয়ারল্যান্ড 51210 Vodafone, O2 ভারত 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance ইন্দোনেশিয়া 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » অন্য দেশসমুহের এসএসএস সংক্ষিপ্ত কোড দেখুন বন্ধ নিশ্চিতকরণ)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141007,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/issues/research.aspx?id=5862,BCTF > School District # 43, Coquitlam: A community and school district profile  	Untitled Page  For Teachers For Parents For Media Home E-mail Lists Links A to Z Index Contact Us Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources Home > Issues in Education > Inclusive Education > Research Project School District # 43, Coquitlam: A community and school district profile by Anne Field March, 2003 1. The district communities The Coquitlam school district encompasses three communities: Coquitlam, Port Coquitlam, and Port Moody, also known as the “Tri-cities”, and two villages, Anmore and Belcarra. They are situated together at the eastern reach of the Burrard Inlet, in B.C.’s populous lower mainland. For convenience, this report will use “Coquitlam” to encompass all five. Coquitlam School District has the third largest student enrolment in B.C., and is the largest employer in the five communities it serves. Other major employers are CP Rail, Konings Wholesale, Riverview and Eagle Ridge hospitals, and the City of Coquitlam. Hospitality and retail businesses (e.g., hotels, grocery/retail stores), transportation (buses, taxis, trucking) companies, and “light” industry are also significant employment providers. Information from several sources describes a range of district and community characteristics that constitute the context for the education of Coquitlam’s school-age residents. The Ministry of Education’s Data Management Branch produces a useful annual profile of the school district community, which can be found on the Ministry web site. Based on the 2002/03 Ministry profile of Coquitlam (referencing 1996 Census data), the total school district population in 1996 was 171,040. 67.5% of families in the district had children at home (compared to 60.8% provincially), with lone-parent families comprising 13.6% of all families in the district (13.8% provincially). Coquitlam residents’ average annual income is higher than the provincial average, and their unemployment rate lower. In terms of the total district population compared to the provincial average, a slightly lower percentage of people in Coquitlam either attended or gained degrees from universities, while a higher percentage held trade certificates compared to the provincial average. A higher percentage in Coquitlam completed secondary education with a certificate/diploma than the provincial average, while the percentage of the population who attended school after Grade 9 but left without certification was less than the provincial average. In terms of the percentage of the population by mother tongue, 73.4% of Coquitlam residents spoke English as their first language in 1996, compared to the provincial average of 76.5%. The district’s proportional aboriginal population (2.5% of the school district’s total population) is half that of the provincial average (5.1%). Data from the 2001 Census are now available through the Statistics Canada web site. Selected indicators are charted in the table, below, to allow comparison with 1996 information quoted from the Ministry profile above. \ For example, Coquitlam’s population has grown by slightly more that 10% since 1996, with Anmore and Port Moody showing the highest gains. Unemployment rates for Coquitlam are lower in 2001 than in 1996 (with the exception of Belcarra, at 0.5% higher), and in both years are lower than that for British Columbia as a whole. The proportion of lone parent families in the Tri-Cities in 2001 is comparable to that of B.C., and significantly lower in Anmore and Belcarra. This indicator has increased 1–2% since 1996 (see “single parent families” in the “selected economic indicators” table, below). Data illustrate that Port Moody and Port Coquitlam experienced essentially the same proportion of foreign-born population as the provincial rate in 2001, whereas in Anmore and Belcarra the rates were lower, and in Coquitlam, 10% higher. At 2%, the proportion of Aboriginal-identity population in Coquitlam is half that of the provincial rate (4.4%), both of which have declined since 1996, according to census figures. 2001 Census Data Coquitlam School District Port Moody Coquitlam Port Coquitlam Anmore Belcarra Total or average Population 2001 23,816 112,890 51,257 1,344 682 189,989 1996 20,847 101,820 46,682 961 665 170,975 1996–2001 population change 14.2% 10.9% 9.8% 39.9% 2.6% 4.9% for B.C. Land area (square km) (1996) 25.62 121.68 28.79 27.42 5.46 208.97 Unem-ployment rate 2001 5.7% 7.0% 6.4% 5.1% 3.7% 8.5% for B.C. 1996 6.3% 7.3% 7.7% 4.5% 4.4% 9.6% for B.C. # of lone-parent families 1,005 14.5% 4,590 14.6% 2,205 15.3% 20 5.5% 10 4.5% 15.5% for B.C. Foreign-born population 6,400 26.9% 41,295 36.6% 13,400 26% 245 18% 95 13.9% 26.1% for B.C. Aboriginal identity population 480 2% 1,480 1.3% 1,030 2% 4.4% for B.C. Another source of information about Coquitlam is the "Tri-cities Community Status Report", published by the United Way of the Lower Mainland in the fall of 2002, referencing mainly 1996 Census data, and providing comparisons to the Greater Vancouver Regional District (GVRD) rather than to the province. The chart below shows data from the report relating to selected economic indicators affecting school-age children. Selected economic indicators Coquitlam School District Port Moody Coquitlam Port Coquitlam Anmore Belcarra B.C. 1995 average family income $70,022 $60,783 $58,928 $73,940 $104,147 $56,527 $60,438 (GVRD) Single parent families (1996) 13.6% 13.8% Percentage of families living below the low-income cut-off in 1995 12.2% 19.1% 15.4% 0 0 18.7% (GVRD) Percentage of children (0–12) living below the low-income cut-off in 1995 18% 26.4% 20.5% 0 0 26.4% (GVRD) Females (15+) participating in the labour force (1996) 72% 63.7% 68.3% 61.3% (GVRD) Females (15+) with children under age 6, participating in the workforce (1996) 77.5% 70.2% 68.6% Unemployment (1996) 6.3% 7.3% 7.7% 8.6% (GVRD) Unemployment among youth and young adults (15–24) (1996) 11.7% 12.6% 14.8% While Coquitlam has some affluent areas, there are still many residents who face financial and other challenges, so this must be considered as a factor affecting students in the district. In spite of combined family incomes that compare favourably with the B.C. figure, a significant number of individuals or "economic families" live below the low income cut-off. This widely-used poverty measure, as defined by Statistics Canada, varies depending on family size and community size, but includes the characteristic of spending 54.7% or more of income on clothing, food, and shelter. Taking an average from the table below indicates that 15.5% of Coquitlam residents live in poverty. The figure is higher for children aged 12 and under, at 21.6%. The percentage of women aged 15+ participating in the workforce was higher in Coquitlam than in the Greater Vancouver Regional District as a whole (68%, compared to 61.3%), and an average of 72% of females with children under the age of 6 participated in the workforce. The suburban, "commuter community" nature of the Tri-cities area is borne out by 1996 data concerning percentage of employed labour force (15+) who live and work in the same municipality. The figures are as follows: Coquitlam, 24%; Port Coquitlam, 20.4%; Port Moody, 14.4%. Conversely, 65.6%, 68.6%, and 75.7%, respectively, of the communities’ employed labour force, lived and worked in a different municipality. (The balance either had no fixed workplace or worked outside Canada.) 2. The school district Coquitlam School District’s web site (www.sd43.bc.ca ) reports the following details of the size and scope of the district, based on data collected in September, 2002: 33,159 students 53 elementary schools (Kindergarten to Grade 5) 13 middle schools (Grades 6 to 8) 8 secondary schools (Grades 9-12) 2 alternate secondary schools over 4,000 full-time and part-time employees annual operating budget of $200 million (2001–02 audited financial statements) revenue of $11.36 million from International student fees in 2002–03 (2002–03 audited financial statements) Since 1990, Coquitlam’s student population has risen by 9,000. Growth was strongest from 1990–97 (over 1,000 new students per year), but since 1997 the annual increase has been less than 500 per year, and the district experienced an enrolment decline for the first time in this period in 2002. ESL in Coquitlam Over the last ten years, Coquitlam has experienced growth in ESL enrolments, showing a peak increase of 17.9% of total student enrolment in 1998/99, up from 12.19% in 1994/95. Since that time, however, and coinciding with the year in which a 5-year cap on ESL service was legislated, overall levels have declined to the extent that they are now 1.3% lower than they were a decade ago. The ESL enrolment data for students at the elementary and secondary students have diverged: while numbers for both have risen and fallen over the period, secondary enrolments are now 15% lower than in 1994, and elementary enrolments are up 18.9%. Statistics Canada data from 1996 and 2001 for Coquitlam show that the proportion of residents for whom English is not their first language rose by 5%; over these same five years, ESL enrolments in Coquitlam declined by 18%. The data in the following table are depicted in Graph 1. Coquitlam’s funded ESL enrolment (headcount) Funded ESL enrolment 1994–95 1995–96 1996–97 1997–98 1998–99 1999–00 2000–01 2001–02 2002–03 2003–04 Elementary 2,387 2,968 3,457 3,660 3,769 3,584 3,531 3,042 2,839 2,690 Secondary 1,129 1,529 1,698 2,052 2,072 1,540 1,442 1,180 957 893 Totals 3,516 4,497 5,155 5,712 5,841 5,124 4,973 4,222 3,796 3,583 ESL as % of district enrolment 12.19% 15.06% 16.6% 17.7% 17.9% 15.59% 14.99% 12.59% 11.45% 10.91% Sources: SR 1586A, Headcount enrolment in ESL, various years; SR 1554, Headcount enrolment Funded Special Education enrolments For ease of comparison with data from the current and future school years, Coquitlam’s funded Special Education enrolments are shown in terms of the new levels and categories defined by the Ministry of Education in 2002. Graph 2 in the Appendix provides a visual representation of this data. Coquitlam funded Special Education enrolment, 1996 to 2003 Coquitlam 1996–97 1997–98 1998–99 1999–00 2000–01 2001–02 2002–03 2003–04 Level 1 (Dep H’capped) 25 26 27 31 30 29 33 28 Level 2 (Low Incidence) 374 372 381 398 422 453 444 472 Level 3 (Sev. Behaviour) 292 312 295 291 284 300 311 312 Subtotal 691 710 703 720 736 782 788 812 High Incidence 1,384 1,434 1,476 1,410 1,400 1,470 1,508 1,630 Gifted 799 652 630 642 658 671 731 776 Total 2,874 2,796 2,809 2,772 2,794 2,923 3,027 3,218 Total, prov., incl. gifted 66,605 65,955 67,743 66,350 66,250 65,701 62,220 61,005 total gifted for province 20,743 18,436 18,841 18,322 17,820 16,935 15,720 13,839 Sources: SR 1585, SR 1554 Although the numbers of students identified in Levels 1–4 has increased modestly over the seven years shown in the above table (from 691 in 1996 to 812 in 2003), in terms of proportion of student enrolment, the identification rate changed little (see table below). During the same period, the proportion of students identified with high-incidence special needs rose by 18%, and those identified as Gifted show a decline of 3% overall, after recovering from a cumulative drop of 21% between 1996 and 1998 (from 799 to 630). Coquitlam Special Ed students as % of total enrolment Special Ed enrolments as % of total 1996–97 1997–98 1998–99 1999–00 2000–01 2001–02 2002–03 2003–04 Coquitlam 9.25% 8.68% 8.60% 8.43% 8.42% 8.72% 9.13% 9.80% Province 10.96% 10.71% 11.02% 10.81% 10.85% 10.82% 10.38% 10.26% Sources: SR 1585, SR 1554 The proportion of students with Special Needs compared to the overall student population has grown slightly in Coquitlam since 1996. Over the same eight years, the provincial rate experienced a slight decline. These data are illustrated in Graph 3. Aboriginal students in Coquitlam School District The following chart shows a slight upward trend in the enrolment of Aboriginal students in Coquitlam since 1996, a proportional growth of 0.5%. Coquitlam 1996-97 1997-98 1998-99 1999-2000 2000-01 2001-02 2002-03 2003–04 Aboriginal headcount enrolment 767 858 977 946 1,041 1,099 1,112 1,102 Total student headcount enrolment 31,059 32,212 32,681 32,865 33,182 33,538 33,159 32,838 % Aboriginal enrolment 2.47% 2.66% 2.99% 2.88% 3.14% 3.28% 3.35% 3.07% Source: SR 1587A: Headcount enrolment in Aboriginal Education Programs (Aboriginal ancestry only), various years; SR 1580.   About Us | News & Events | Publications | Advocacy & Action | Social Justice | Issues in Education © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12766&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 1999 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 12, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 1999 A Social Justice Union Just over a year ago the BCTF initiated a Social Justice Program. This program is inteneded to help teachers address the issues of discrimination, violence and other forms of social injustice that confront us every day in our classrooms and communities. The articles and information on these pages give some examples of how the BCTF and its members are dealing with issues of social justice. They include literacy, violence, poverty, and homophobia to name a few. Also we are presenting here some concrete suggestions and resources to help teachers work toward social justice in their classrooms and communities. Contents: First call: Spotlight on children and Youth  Wake up to child poverty!  Gender studies video features Women’s Studies 12 at Britannia  Literacy project Chilliwack  Gay straight alliances in schools  New Workshop: “Taking Action Against Homophobia”  First call: Spotlight on children and youth First Call is a coalition of provincial organizations, community organizations, and individuals throughout the province who are working for improved legislation, policy, and practice to ensure that children and youth have the opportunities and resources required to achieve their full potential and to participate in the challenges of creating a better society. First Call thinks there could be an important role for local teachers’ associations in community First Call groups to put a spotlight on children and youth. The folks in 100 Mile House, Abbotsford, Chilliwack, Fraser North (Coquitlam area), Golden, Grand Forks, Kamloops, Port Alberni, Prince George, Smithers, Terrace, Vancouver, Vernon, and Williams Lake are mobilizing for their children and youth and are part of the Spotlight on Children and Youth Campaign. Any of these community-based groups would eagerly welcome involvement from the local teachers’ association. Spotlight on Children and Youth is a community-driven public-education, community-mobilization, and policy-advocacy campaign to increase public and political support for improving the health, safety, and well being of all our children. Kamloops, Fraser North, and Prince George have led their work by inviting Dr. Clyde Hertzman, a child-development expert at UBC, to speak to the public and to communities of decision makers. Terrace, which until the Spotlight on Children and Youth Campaign, did not have a forum for child and youth issues, is using the campaign as a framework to bringing people together. Vancouver is engaged in a broad public involvement process that is called “Windows of Opportunity.” All communities are using the resources provided by First Call, The “Call to Action” booklet for community leaders provides background research, keys to success, indicators, and ideas for action. To help educate the public, we use posters and brochures. In addition, First Call has generated media coverage on child and youth issues. The goal is to increase public understanding that “It takes a community to raise a child” and that we all have a role to ensure that all children have access to the keys to success. For more information on the campaign, to order campaign materials, or to become involved in mobilizing your community for children and youth, contact First Call. B.C. used to have interministerial committees, then we had children and youth committees, and now there is no provincial network for multi-sector coalitions/committees in communities working on the range of child and youth issues in the community. First Call has begun a list of such groups. If your community has such a group, or if you would like a copy of the list, call First Call. First Call, L408–4480 Oak Street, Vancouver, BC V6H 3V4, 604-875-3629 or 1-800-307-1212, F: 604-875-3569, info@firstcallbc.org   BCTF resources Lesson Aids Bullyproof: A Teacher’s Guide on Teasing and Bullying for use with fourth and fifth grade students (PD160) $23 Free the Children! Conflict Education for Strong and Peaceful Minds (PD107) $20.95 Peer Mediation: A Manual for Secondary Schools (LA 2211) $15 Wake up to child poverty! On November 24, 1989, Members of Parliament unanimously passed an all-party motion to eliminate child poverty by the year 2000. Ten years later, it’s obvious that despite their fine words and good intentions, their promise to the children of Canada will not be met. The sad truth is that today the plight of poor children is dramatically worse, not better, than a decade ago. In 1989, about 98,000 British Columbia children were living in poverty. Today the figure is about 180,000—more than the total population of Burnaby. In Vancouver, a shocking 36% of children are growing up in poverty. The BCTF is working with Campaign 2000, a national coalition determined to hold our legislators accountable for their promise to the nation’s children. On November 24, 1999, the 10th anniversary of the all-party motion, we will be part of a cross-Canada campaign. In a series of co-ordinated actions across the country, the day will begin with school bells and church bells ringing out to wake up the nation to the deepening problem of child poverty. In the morning, we will host the release of the 1999 Child Poverty Report Card at a news conference at the BCTF building. In the late afternoon, we will participate in a vigil from 17:30 to 20:00 at the Plaza of Nations. For more information on how you can help wake Canadians up to the plight of poor children, contact Nancy Knickerbocker at the BCTF nknickerbocker@bctf.ca, 604-871-1881, toll free 1-800-663-9163 (local 1881). Gender studies video features Women’s Studies 12 at Britannia A social justice grant recently funded a video project that profiles gender studies in the Vancouver School District. The locally developed course, “Women, Gender, and Society 12,” now in its fourth year at Britannia, is described in the upcoming video. Wide ranging in content, the course reviews the achievement of economic, social, political, and racial equity issues for women and men, and seeks to empower students in working to eliminate discrimination. Women, Gender, and Society 12 was created to meet the needs of senior students who are on the verge of adulthood, providing grads with knowledge and abilities to understand the inequities beyond secondary school. Women may have come a long way, but working women still earn 25% less than men overall, and they report widespread sexual harassment on the job. Youth today need to be able to recognize instances of sexism and also to have the skills and confidence to challenge those conditions. In seminar format, students cover media messages in popular culture, versions of history and “her” story, self-esteem development, violence prevention, relationship and communication issues, and gender roles across cultures and religions. Grads report satisfaction with the course. “It gives you a better understanding of why people act the way they do.” reports Lisa. “Unfortunately, I’ve learned about how unequal things still are in our society,” laments Celine. “Things are not changing fast enough. But we’ve also learned about women’s situations in the past and compared to those times, things are changing for the better,” added Dao. “It’s the one course that talks about something that is relevant to my life,” said Alison. “I know what I learn will go with me after high school.” In terms of the relevance of Women, Gender, and Society 12 for males, former student Ben put it this way: “I would recommend this course and think it applies to males, because so many men are unaware of women’s history and their experiences in general, and should be better informed about the lives of half the population.” Another male student concurs. “We get to argue with the girls,” grins Johnny, “plus we learn about their way of looking at the world.” In March 1999, to raise money for course resources, Britannia students created and sold International Women’s Day buttons, baked cookies, and handcrafted paper roses for the IWD march, in which they took part. They wanted to do something as a class to ensure that the course would continue and attract new students. Their activism led to the social-justice video project as students sought a wider audience for the work they were doing. The new video ensures success and opportunity for students, teachers, and parents to learn about gender studies and to lobby for their inclusion in their secondary schools. By offering Women, Gender, and Society 12, teachers can help break down sexism and stereotyping in secondary schools and in the community at large. For more information, contact Margaret Ross, BCTF Professional Development Division, 604-871-1850 or toll free 1-800-663-9163 (local 1850), mross@bctf.ca  BCTF resources Lesson Aids  Gender Equity Education: Teacher Resource Guide (WS 401) $12 Open Doors: A Gender Equity Instruction Kit (WS 305) $7 Positive Action—Gender and Violence in Children’s Entertainment (SR200) $11 A Voice for All Students: Realizing Gender Equity in Schools (PD 133) $18.50 Famous Canadian Women (LA 9219) $4.50 Environments for Girls and Women $8 Remarkable Canadian Women Poster (LA 9204) $5.75 Teen Women Information Numbers: TWINning Young Women with Services (LA 2212) $2.25 Workshops  Health and Balance Transforming Body Image Here Today! Where Tomorrow? A Workshop for Teen Women Strategies for Dealing with Harassment Literacy project Chilliwack In May, when the Chilliwack District Teachers’ Association held a workshop for staff representatives on developing a local social justice project, they were confronted with an array of issues, any one of which would merit the attention and resources of the local. The issues were diverse and complex, like the long-term sustainability of such a rapidly growing community as Chilliwack and the matter of the increasing numbers of children living in poverty. It was difficult to find a “focus” the local could work on to address some of the fundamental social justice issues of equity, opportunity, participation, and security. But the workshop did give the local a way to identify a problem of concern to teachers that does pertain to social justice. The issue, if left unaddressed, has ramifications for almost all the elements of social justice. The issue on which the local resolved to develop a social justice project is literacy. As the Chilliwack Social Justice Committee sees it, illiteracy fundamentally affects the equity, opportunity, and participation of a significant number of people in the community. It has a socio-economic aspect. The children most affected are from families in poorer circumstances; it is a poverty issue. The children affected also tend to come from ESL and First Nations families so it is a race issue. It marginalizes people and in the end affects the viability and sustainability of a community. The important point for CDTA was that they be involved in a project that has a community focus and involves the community. Also they wanted a project that was managable and appropriate. The Chilliwack Literacy Project is a good example of how a local teachers’ union can work on developing a community orientation that demonstrates concern and has a practical value. The literacy project goes beyond charity, and it highlights an important part of what education and teaching are all about. The project involves a group of volunteers drawn from the community who conduct reading circles with children after school in school libraries. It is offered in schools that have a lower socio-economic demographic so as to address the poverty aspect of illiteracy. The books, chosen by teacher-librarians, emphasize social issues and inclusive communities.The volunteers are truly representative of the community—seniors, parents, grandparents, retired teachers, and college students in early-childhood-education programs. The project is truly working on social justice. It is community focussed, and it puts the CDTA forward as a union that is working for a community defined by social justice. For more information about the Chilliwack Literacy Project, contact Dolores Lees or Kathleen Lucas, CDTA office, 604-533-1618, lp35@bctf.ca    BCTF Lesson Aid Talk to Me (SR300) $24.95 A new resource on race relations and cultural diversity B.C. Safe School Centre resources  The B.C. Safe School Centre maintains print and video resources in these areas: Counselling and Support; Crime and Violence Prevention; Diversity; Intimidation, Harassment and Violence; The Legal System; Social and Emotional Development; Youth at Risk; Youth Leadership. Materials are available for unlimited use at the centre, or for loan and can be purchased or previewed from suppliers. A complete catalogue of resources has been sent to schools and communities. The catalogue and Safe School Planning Guide are also on the safe school web site www.safeschools.gov.bc.ca Gay straight alliances in schools by James Chamberlain  As we teachers learn about homophobia and heterosexism, we often wonder how we can support lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgendered students. We also ponder how to provide them with a safe, inclusive learning environment. One of the best ways to address these questions is to ask those students themselves. I interviewed two student pioneers of sorts, Beth Maron and Brent Power. Power and Maron see Gay Straight Alliances (GSAs) as being crucial to breaking down stereotypes and intolerance. Each expresses disappointment and frustration with their own personal experience in trying to establish a GSA in their high schools. One was rebuffed, but the other has a success story, and B.C. now has one GSA. By contrast, more than 500 GSAs have been formed in United States public and private schools over the past 10 years. Beth Maron says, “GSAs are a good way for queer youth to get support at school without risking ’outing’ themselves.” She speaks of needing to know that there are allies in the school. “I needed to know I was not the only one in the school.” Brent Power echoes the same concerns but emphasizes,“GSAs are for all students. Everyone suffers from homophobia. A GSA’s mandate should be to help educate the overall student population and push for queer students’ safety—both their physical and their emotional well being.” While both spoke of the numerous barriers they faced in trying to set up a GSA in their school, Maron is the more passionate. She talked of her failed attempt to start a GSA in a school on the West Side of Vancouver. She initially found a supportive teacher and a counsellor who agreed to act as sponsor for the group, and the vice-principal approved. All agreed to help her get started, but the principal had to be consulted first, and he would not allow the GSA to be established. He expressed fears of creating rifts among staff, potentially alienating parents, and worries over the school’s reputation. He expressed discomfort with the name of the support group. Maron had many meetings with administrators to educate them on queer youths’ needs and to discuss the purpose of a GSA. She encouraged lots of her allies in the school to speak to the counsellor about the desperate need for a GSA. In the end, her efforts were futile when the principal “put his foot down and exclaimed ’We don’t want to be the only school on the West Side known as the school with the gays’.” Maron’s disappointment is most acute regarding the lack of understanding the administration exhibited about the need for a GSA in her school. She said “schools are a more comfortable, familiar setting and are not as scary as going to outside services.” She also talked about the difficulty of queer youth accessing outside services because such services may not exist, may be difficult to get to, or may result in personal risks of being outed to family members. Brent Power had previously been harassed out of the public school system and re-entered it last year with the support of his parents after being in an alternate system. Power, who wants to make a difference for other queer students, sees the GSA as a group to support others like him. Power says GSAs are important because they allow both straight and queer students to discuss issues together. “They help break down stereotypes so straight kids learn about other people. However, he faced many of the same problems Maron did, and the principal expressed anxiety over the possibility of causing a rift among the teachers. Power found he had to educate the teachers and administrators on the use of the word queer as a positive, inclusive term to describe lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgendered students. He explained that the word queer has been reclaimed as a term of identity and pride. In addition, Power used the school board’s harassment policy implementation plan, which states, “the victims of harassment are provided avenues of support to overcome the effects of victimization,” and specifically includes establishment of peer support programs in schools. Eventually the principal publicly supported the GSA in discussions with staff. Support for queer youth from teachers is vital. Maron and Power offer these suggestions for teachers: be sensitive to queer students and their issues give encouragement and positive feedback put up safety-zone or gay-positive posters in classrooms include books about queer issues in the school library if you are gay or lesbian, be “out,” a positive role model for all students, particularly for queer students, who can begin to see a future for themselves talk about queer families use inclusive vocabulary advocate for queer youth to the administration start a GSA. Recommendations for starting a GSA: establish a group of dynamic, supportive teacher sponsors find a group of committed youth organize meeting times, and stick to them make the group visible—advertise via posters, announcements, bulletins, and the school newspaper replace posters if they are torn down use the words gay, lesbian or queer; do not be afraid to do so. We should heed the good advice of Elie Wiesel: ³Take sides. Neutrality helps the oppressor, never the victim. Silence encourages the tormentor, never the tormented.² James Chamberlain teaches at George Vanier Elementary School, Surrey. For more information on GSAs, check the Massachusetts Board of Education web site: www.doe.mass.edu/doedocs/gsa/ New workshop: “Taking Action Against Homophobia” This school year, we are introducing a second workshop on dealing with homophobia. The workshop complements the current offering, “Dealing with Homophobia in Schools and Classrooms.” The purpose of the second workshop is to help schools, locals, and interested groups of teachers develop specific approaches to homophobia. The workshop has participants identify problems relating to the issue and then develop approaches to the problem. (They prepare a presentation to a school board, setting up sexual-minority support groups in secondary schools, or working with community groups that assist sexual-minority youth.) The main objective of the workshop is to give teacher groups a plan of action for dealing with homophobia that is focussed and obtainable. If you are interested in having either workshops or both workshops in your local, contact Anna Bosi, BCTF Professional Development Division, 604-871-1831 or toll free 1-800-663-9163, local 1831. More on Homophobia The homophobia and heterosexism associates team developing the BCTF program on homophobia will be developing a handbook for locals on how to address H/H issues and develop a local action plan. The handbook will be available to local offices later this school year. Also, the H/H group will be developing several H/H resource materials, including a kit that will be available to schools and locals to help them identify good resources on the issues and begin to build a local resource base on homophobia. The group is also going to develop a lesson aid specifically on name calling (homophobic and other name calling) that should be available in the fall of 2000.   BCTF Resources Lesson Aids  Opening the Closet Doors: An Annotated Bibliography and Resource List enabling educators to provide advocacy and support for lesbian and gay youth (LA2305) $4.25 Counselling Gay and Lesbian Youth (LA 2206) $4 The Joke’s Over—An Interactive Exploration of Student-to-Student Sexual Harassment in Our Schools (LA 2214) $54.95 Workshops  Dealing with Homophobia/ Heterosexism in Schools Taking Action on Homophobia/Heterosexism Other resources Teaching Respect for All (videotape) It’s Elementary (videotape) Both My Moms’ Names are Judy (videotape) We Love Our Children (videotape) School’s Out: Confronting Homophobia in High Schools (videotape))
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=10454,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 19, Number 4, January/February 2007 BCeSIS: What’s wrong with this picture? by Larry Kuehn The BC enterprise, Student Information System (BCeSIS), is a centralized data system initiated by the Ministry of Education to collect and process data on all students. Currently it is being used in districts with about a third of the students in the province. Teachers in districts using BCeSIS have reported many problems. Teachers in other districts who may only have heard about the difficulties can be thankful their district was not one that took the lead in implementing the program. The ministry says that the purpose of BCeSIS is management of student performance information and "data-driven decision making." It has several components, from demographic and attendance data to holding all student assignment marks and issuing report cards and eventually letting parents get access to the information on their child, online. BCeSIS has serious performance problems The program has had serious performance problems at key times. Last June, it slowed down considerably, probably because of heavy demand when secondary schools were doing scheduling for the next year. That was a warning of things to come when the demand is greatest in September. The system shut down completely over two days in late September, just when school districts had to provide information to the ministry on students’ registrations and staffing levels. The company with the contract to provide the service, Fujitsu, had greatly underestimated the demand. Several factors were at work here. One is that the technical people do not know the practices and demands of the education system. Another is that this is the first time this program has been used for a provincial jurisdiction, so there is no other experience to fall back on to gauge the level of demand. Still another problem is that the ministry selected a completely centralized system over the view of teachers on the selection committee that they should have chosen another type of software and a distributed system. Many teachers who have been putting their marks in the program have experienced very high degrees of frustration. One teacher required to use the system has written a two-page list of the problems with the grade-book program. Another reports an experience of marks having been changed. "The word frustrated doesn’t even get close to the way I’m feeling right now," he said. The general advice from many who have tried the BCeSIS grade book is, don’t use it. It is possible to maintain marks in another program and to upload only the overall marks, work habits, and comments for report cards. Teachers using the attendance program report it taking much longer to enter attendance than systems used in the past. One teacher timed it at 16 minutes more a day taken out of instructional time—a loss of over 40 hours in a year. Despite all the problems, in October the ministry issued a press release announcing "British Columbia’s new system for streamlining student records and improving achievement has received national recognition." BCeSIS won a bronze medal for "innovation and excellence." The technology contractor for BCeSIS is just as out of touch with reality. It did an internal review after the system collapsed at the end of September. Fujitsu’s conclusion about its service: "The Ministry and School Districts are being serviced by a world-class operation." The real costs of BCeSIS When school boards signed on to the program, they were told the cost would be $10 a student per year. In fact, the costs, as one ministry official told BCTF Executive Committee member Jill McCaffery, are closer to $140 a student per year, which would be about $80 million a year if all students were included. The significant costs include local hardware and technical support, training and local staffing to carry out all the functions necessary to implement the system and get it running. In addition, the complexity of the system has forced most districts to hire external consultants. This compares to the $3.50 per student that the province provided as a one-time textbook grant. To give an idea of costs with a system like this, Fujitsu projects that $1.3 million is required just to implement a test database so that new developments can be tested before they are put online and create unanticipated problems. BCeSIS as a surveillance and control system The aim of this centralized database can be seen in the recent appointment of a "Joint Committee on Curriculum, Assessment and Report." This is a joint ministry/district committee to look at processes for managing student achievement information for elementary and middle schools. As is typical with this project, the committee is selected by the BCeSIS Service Management Council, rather than being open to teachers to apply or having the BCTF appoint representatives as is typically done for IRPs. The ministry claims that the data in BCeSIS belongs to the school districts and can only be taken by the ministry with agreement by the district. However, already with distributed learning schools, districts are required to upload "achievement data for all active students" on five specified dates during the year. Districts can either agree to let the ministry take the data from BCeSIS directly, or the district can extract the data itself, and then upload it to the ministry. Any claims of the system being "voluntary" on the part of districts is straight obfuscation. BCeSIS may not meet the ministry’s own FOIPA issues It was recently discovered that there is a data field in BCeSIS for teacher social insurance numbers. Some districts have ‘uploaded’ this information to the system. It now turns out that at the end of the year the teacher SIN number becomes part of the student record and travels with the student as they change schools within BC and other places. BCeSIS and Sector Data Warehouse Although the promise of BCeSIS was to provide data that districts could use for decision making, it turns out that BCeSIS is woefully inadequate for this task. BCeSIS does not store historical data such as attendance or school marks over time. For example, if a district wanted to measure progress of a group of students, such as looking at Aboriginal transition rates, BCeSIS is unable to perform this task. This is why the ministry is not commissioning to develop, build, and maintain a Sector Data Warehouse at this time. The cost of this project is not yet known. BCeSIS was not designed for all the objectives that the ministry was seeking to meet and a lot more money will be thrown at it if it is to meet those objectives. Much of the cost of BCeSIS is downloaded onto school districts as they hire staff and consultants to make up for the problems with BCeSIS. Education policies are imbedded in BCeSIS Langdon Winner says that a social order is programmed into a technology and use of that technology then shapes the social order. This is the most serious problem with BCeSIS. A system of control and a conception of education is imbedded and will shape education in the future. That conception is based on standardization, data-based decision making, and centralization disguised as decentralization. Larry Kuehn is director of the BCTF’s Research and Technology Division. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/08/will-bcedplan-actually-listen.html,Staffroom Confidential: Will the bcedplan actually listen? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, August 21, 2012 Will the bcedplan actually listen? I was pleasantly surprised to read through the summary of commentary provided to the bcedplan web site set up by the Ministry of Education last year. In fact, many of the suggestions and proposals are in very clear "alignment" (to use one of the Ministry's favourite words) with bargaining proposals and policy statements made by teachers and rejected by government. Of course this form of "consultation" should be looked at with caution. An open web site is not a representative sample of the population. Nor does it reflect democratically developed policy from experts, professionals or interested parties, such as teachers unions, faculties of education, or parent groups. In fact, the use of only an open web site is just one of the many ways in which this government has alienated interested groups of teachers, parents and students, university professors, and so forth, who would typically be invited to make organizational input in a more comprehensive and meaningful consultation process, such as a Royal Commission. Nevertheless, the results are interesting. Here are some bits that I consider highlights: Less prescriptive curriculum. This is something teachers have advocated for over many years to allow teachers the flexibility to engage student interests and meet student needs according to the particular student make up of a particular class. This has been continuously frustrated by the introduction of standardized examinations - both the Foundation Skills Assessment and the Grade 10, 11 and 12 provincial exams. These exams are so specific that curriculum and teaching has adapted according to the areas tested on these exams. School choices should be available to all students. This is in contrast with the explosion over the last decade of choice programs and schools with limited enrollment, such as French Immersion, Sports Academies and IB programs. Rather, respondants commented on the need for choices to be available to all students: "Recongnize that some schools are unable to support flexibility and choice to the same degree as others (i.e., unequal access to facilities, experts in tcommunity to help teach, etc). Provide additional resources to those schools so the teachers and students have the same opportunities as teachers and students in other schools." Provide release time for teachers to collaborate and learn from each other. This was expressed as "Provide more release time for staff (especially whole departments) to work together to plan and develop lesson materials....Provide teachers with paid time away from the classroom to observe teachers in other classrooms (perhaps even other schools) in order to learn new teaching techniques and styles." This was a bargaining objective of the BCTF during last year's teacher bargaining. Increase support for special needs students by reducing class size and reducing the number of special needs students per class. This is exactly what the Liberals illegally removed from teacher contracts in 2002 and have not corrected despite a court ruling from the BC Supreme Court that their actions were unconstitutional. Bill 22 does nothing to address this concern and in fact will lead to larger classes and more segregation of special needs students into particular classes. Class size. This is worth reproducing directly from the report: "Reduce class sizes so: teachers can better personalize learning for every student. students get the attention they need and deserve. teachers' workloads remain manageable. students aren't overwhelmed by noise and other distractions." This has been a primary objective of the BCTF and BC's teachers for over three decades. Evaluate teachers on a regular basis. This in fact happens in most Districts but parents are not necessarily aware as a teacher evaluation is a personnel matter and not public. While this is not an objective of teachers, I suspect many would agreed with the idea that teachers should be evaluated by other teachers - their peers. Most evaluation systems in BC require Administrators to evaluate teachers, and yet sometimes Administrators have very little teaching experience themselves. The full summary report is available at: http://bcedplan.ca/assets/pdf/what_youve_said.pdf Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 11:36 AM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 1 comment: LucindaAugust 22, 2012 at 11:41 AM I also saw some positive things in the report. However, the cynic in me thinks the report is a PR exercise and the neo-liberal policies of the Minister and this government will not reflect these ideas.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ▼  August (3) Goodbye Mr. Abbott Will the bcedplan actually listen? 22 marathons against Bill 22 ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media last tweet "" @ - 12:00am Follow @ last post "" facebook/ - Jan 1st Like Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media last tweet "" @ - 12:00am Follow @ last post "" facebook/ - Jan 1st Like Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13548,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 20, Number 1, September 2007 Yours for the asking Food force Food Force is an educational video game about the problem of global hunger and the importance of humanitarian aid work. Presented by the United Nations World Food Program (WFP) in 2005, it has enjoyed international success and is now available in 10 languages, including French. The game is divided into six minigames or "missions," each representing a step in the process of delivering and using food aid. The missions range from flying a helicopter to assembling nutritious emergency rations on a budget, to using food aid in order to rebuild a community in the long term. Its a game to be used in the computer lab where everyone can have a goand preferably with headphones. Food Force is a so-called serious gamea video game with a purpose that goes beyond entertainment. However, its still fun, action-packed, and varied as its international popularity testifies. Food Force is a free Internet download from the web site www.food-force.com. Its available both for Mac and PC, but its a big file (about 200MB), so only attempt download with a non-dial-up connection. If you cannot download, send an e-mail to silke.buhr@wfp.org; please bear in mind that WFP is a humanitarian aid organization and can only send out limited complimentary copies. Bulk orders (minimum 50 CD Roms) can be purchased at www.fighthunger.org/en/store/14. The web site also features a teachers section with lesson plans on hunger, the so-called "Feeding Minds, Fighting Hunger" partnership. The colourful teaching materials all about hunger can be downloaded as PDF files for different learning levels. Learning resources for sustainable communities Visit www.resources4rethinking.ca and discover tools for active, relevant, and interdisciplinary teaching and learning. This web site is a new online database where educators and the general public can search for the highest quality, peer-reviewed, curriculum-aligned teaching resources on issues related to the development of an environmentally, socially, and economically sustainable society. In the past 10 years alone, non-profit organizations, government agencies and departments, business leaders, and teachers associations have created thousands of resources to help teachers integrate sustainability education into their classrooms. The web site allows teachers to search by sustainability issue or keyword, subject and grade, or language (English/French). Send us your favourite resources for review and possible posting on the web site. For more information, contact Natalie Gibb, ngibb@lsf-lst.ca or call toll-free 1-877-250-8202. Disponible en français | www.resources4rethinking.ca/fr/home. Reading adventure series The Joe Rock and Friends reading adventures series is a collection of interactive books created by a team of Okanagan teachers. Aimed at emerging readers, ages three to nine, this supplementary literacy resource currently has nine titles, each available in English, French, or Spanish. An "Our Choice 2007" selection from the Canadian Childrens Book Centre, the series includes outstanding 3D graphics, original music, and unique technology features. Readers can select one of three reading levels for each story and choose to read silently or to have a page or the whole story read to them by professional readers. The read-to-me mode highlights words as they are read; a mouse-over of any word pronounces it. Language learners can also choose instant translation mode to toggle between any two languages and click on any word for a pop-up translation. Combined with a video projector, the stories can also be used as a digital "big book" for modeled reading. A bonus DVD is included with each CD. Each set retails for $24.99. Activity books and print books are also available. The team is also using their distinctive technology capabilities to assist First Nations groups in the preservation of indigenous languages. Incorporating original native artwork, traditional stories are being re-created as interactive books. Language learners can toggle between languages or mouse over any word to hear it repeated. The graphic look of these CD-ROMs has been designed to enhance original story illustrations for a seamless integration of culture and technology. To date, projects have been completed in Dogrib and a related dialect. The "Joe Rock" team will be at Word on the Street, Sunday, September 30, 2007, in Vancouver. A 20% discount will be available at Word on the Street for all "Joe Rock" purchases made by BCTF members. Visit the web site to read the reviews: www.joerockstories.com. Contact Christine Petkau, BoggleNoggin Media, 250-404-4272. Vancouver Holocaust Education Centre This fall, the VHEC is announcing a new exhibit, school program, and teachers guide that link the Holocaust to contemporary social justice issues and BCs social studies curriculum. Nuremberg: Justice in the Aftermath of the Holocaust explores the history and present-day implications of the Nuremberg trials, at which prominent Nazi leaders were tried for their roles in the murder of millions of people during the Holocaust. The exhibit investigates the role of the Holocaust in shaping contemporary concepts of genocide and international justice, from its precedent-setting impact on International Tribunals in the former Yugoslavia and Rwanda, to its effect on human-rights law today. Visiting schools will participate in Judgement on Nuremberg: A Student Mock Trial of Julius Streicher, a program developed by the VHEC for senior secondary students. The Nuremberg exhibit will serve as a backdrop to invoke the courtroom atmosphere of the Nuremberg tribunals. This will set the stage for the student mock trial of Julius Streicher, the editor and owner of Der Stürmer, a virulently anti-Semitic Nazi newspaper. Students will use primary source documents, speeches, and photographs to consider whether Streicher, who through his writings and speeches incited others to persecute Jews, would be found guilty today. A comprehensive teachers guide for the mock trail will be available for download from www.vhec.org. Sponsored by The Law Foundation of BC. Program dates: October 15, 2007 through to Spring 2008. For info and school bookings contact 604-264-0499, info@vhec.org, or visit www.vhec.org. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=22905,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 23, Number 6, April 2011   Classified ads Travel/Vacation FRANCE. Ultimate vacations, privately owned, beautiful furn. 1 bdrm. central Paris. Wkly/mthly. 604-738-1876, 604-879-4936, irene.roland@gmail.com, www.ultimateparis.com  MAUI Privately owned, beautiful fully furn. 2 bdrm, 2 bath condo, across from Kamaole Beaches. Great complex, Great location. 250-598-6955. TOFINO. Owned by a Salt Spring teacher’s family, this cozy condo is on the harbor in Tofino, at Elk Landing, across from The Shelter Restaurant, walking distance to town. To view, go to www.tofino beach homes, go to select your property, go to Eagles Nest. Call 250-725-2570. WHISTLER Condo. Sleeps 4, views, close to village, 604-943-9423, preddyplace@telus.net. BLACKCOMB Luxury 2 bdrm/loft, 3 bath, sleeps 8, ski-in/ski-out, 604-940-0156. GULF ISLANDS Deluxe waterfront cottage, 1 bd./sleeps 4, winter and summer rates, call Alma 250-629-3008, www.ainsliepointcottage.com  SOUTH OF FRANCE villa in lively, lovely market town of Limoux. 4 bdrms. Sleeps 8. 2 bathrooms. All mod cons. Near lake and river swimming and historic Carcassonne. Great rates. Deep discounts for long-term, off-season. www.southoffrancerental.com PUERTO VALLARTA Bright, clean, quiet, 1 bdrm, 2 blks from beach, downtown, $350/wk., monthly rates. 604-608-4268, dbemc@hotmail.com  WHISTLER 1 bdrm. condo (Whistler Creekside) sleeps 4, hot tub, swimming pool, sauna, kitchen fully equipped, underground parking, close to lifts & stores. Call Jan or John 604-530-0958 or e-mail jpmeagh@shaw.ca  FRANCE BURGUNDY Weekly vacation rentals. Centre of medieval town. Fully equipped studio, 1 and 2 bdrm. apartments. Owned by former BC couple. www.la-charite-sur-loire.com  VANCOUVER ISLAND oceanfront condo. New luxury 2 bdrm. Panoramic view, steps to the ocean, jacuzzi, pool, 604-274-2396, www.yellowpointretreat.com  SAN PANCHO, MEXICO. Just 40 miles north of Puerto Vallarta, luxury oceanview 2 or 3 bdrm. house, in quaint Mexican village. 40’ heated pool, across the street from 1 mile sandy beach. Weblink: www.casadesuenosmagicos.com  QUADRA ISLAND private cabin for 2. Panoramic ocean, mountain view, soaker tub, www.lunavista.ca   WATERFRONT CONDO Birch Bay, WA. 2 bdrm., 2 bath., available for day, week, or weekend rentals. Complex has indoor pool, hot tub, games room. $100/night. Further info contact Teresa, tvfierro@telus.net or 604-831-4080. WATERFRONT P.E.I. Beautiful 3 bdrm. cottage for rent May through Oct., $1700/wk. July and Aug. or $850/wk. spring/fall. Contact: brucehaven@hotmail.com  WHISTLER CABIN–PINECREST 5 bdrm/ loft, totally renovated with 4 baths, sauna, woodstove, large decks, fully equipped kitchen. By tennis courts and private lake. Seasonal rates from $275/nt. 604-936-3346, e-mail: glush@shaw.ca  OCEANFRONT SUITE VICTORIA BC Weekly vacation rentals. Details at http://judyak.shawwebspace.ca. Contact judyak@shaw.ca or call 250-380-6682. GABRIOLA ISLAND, BC. 2 bdrm. Cottage, 250-247-9883, www.gabriolacottage.netfirms.com, boysen@shaw.ca TEACHING EXCHANGE. Consider an exchange to another country and receive your regular salary and benefits! Hundreds of BC teachers have done it, why not you? Contact BC Exchange Teachers’ Assoc. teather_t@sd36.bc.ca or go to www.ceef.ca for more information. FRANCE FRANCE 2011 holiday rental. Well renovated converted barn & stoned houses in ancient, traditional vineyard village, SW France. Great walking, cycling, food, wine, Cathar castles. C$765/C$1051/wk. per family. U18. E-mail mjcapper@hotmail.com, visit www.ourhouseinfrance.com.au  DEEP BAY waterfront 2 bdrm. cottage, Vancouver Island, overlooking Denman, Hornby Islands. Relaxing, private. Sleeps 4-6 people, N/S, N/P. Available June to September. 604-939-0121 or joyce.buckham@shaw.ca  FRANCE HOLIDAY RENTALS Languedoc near Montpellier, Mediterranean. Medieval house & studio apt. Self catering. From $650/wk. for 2 people, www.ruemontbel.com, sjevent@shaw.ca  CHRISTINA LAKE SUMMER RETREAT Visit us at: www.christinalakeretreat.com/reflectioncove  OKANAGAN LAKE vacation home in Penticton located on the strip. Deluxe 3 bdrm suite, sleeps 6, full kitchen, patio, backyard and only seconds to the beach. 250-809-2474 OKANAGAN COTTAGE for rent July 9-16, Aug. 27-Sept. 3. Sleeps six. 40 min. from Westbank on Okanagan Lake. To view: www.carrsareus.com $1400/wk., johncarr@telus.net  MAUI HAWAII, great S Kihei location, 1 bdrm. with ocean view, across the street from great beach. For more information 209-599-5248 or www.maui342.com  WAILEA, MAUI. 2 bdrm. condo, beautifully renovated and spacious. Available to teachers at a discounted rate. Pay in Canadian funds! Air conditioned, free long distance, free WiFi, flat screens, new furnishings, private lanai, washer & dryer, onsite property manager, beach gear. Email waileavacationrentals@shaw.ca. BEACHFRONT, PARKSVILLE fully furnished luxury 1 bdrm condo, pool, hot tub, steam room, fitness room, walk-on the PV beach. N/S, N/P - available immediately - $1500/mo., call 250-752-3813 or email edoyle.qb@gmail.com, Short- term or long-term rental—possible international exchange. TIME SHARE Buy $3,250 or rent mid-July week $825. Banff Rocky Mt. Resort, 1 bdrm., 1 bath, sleeps 4, fully furn., many amenities. Phone 604-526-4247. CHRISTINA LAKE 3 bdrm., 1 1/2 bath, cabin on beautiful Christina Lake. Aug. 14-28. Road access, 100’ private sandy beach, private dock. $3,000. adeluca@telus.net. BEACHFRONT COTTAGE for rent on sunny Cowichan Lake. Beautiful, new, luxury cabin available weekly. Visit www.members.shaw.ca/watermanproperties/ForRentAtCowichan, colleague discount, 250-656-9711. KELOWNA 1 bdrm. vacation suite. Sleeps 4-5, $400-$600/wk. e-mail: KelownaFamilyVacation@gmail.com  CULTUS LAKE 3 bdrm. home, 50m to lake, N/P, N/S, avail. July 3-31, $800/wk. Phone 604-464-2890 or delia_cooper@telus.net  THETIS ISLAND, BC. Tranquil waterfront cottage, kayak, canoe, $725/wk. frankel@island.net  SUNSHINE COAST Pender Harbour oceanfront 1 bdrm. self-contained suite. Private dock. Spectacular location, great ocean kayaking. Hiking, lakes, and Skookumchuck Rapids nearby. Fabulous rates. www.penderharbourcottage.ca or susanwalker@telus.net  SAVARY ISLAND deluxe 3 bdrm. cabin, 2 rental wks left! Aug. 19–26, Aug. 26–Sept.2. 200 metres to sandy beaches. $950/wk. kayak, bikes, mooring. 604-736-0741, moira@awma-bc.ca  OKANAGAN LAKE–LA CASA RESORT vacation home for rent. Luxurious privately owned, beautifully furnished, 3 bdrms, 2 full bath with all the extras, loaded with amenities and just 30 min. from Kelowna. Rates are $175/night (2 night min) off season and $315/night (3 night min) peak season or $1800/week. Visit our website: www.lacasakelowna.com for more information, contact nicalhouse@yahoo.ca or 604-209-1525. PT. ROBERTS Deluxe, fully furnished cabin includes bbq, firepit, cable, beautifully landscaped. Sleeps 4, Pets ok. $100/night, 2 night min., photo’s contact: kkurtenbach@shaw.ca  PUERTO VALLARTA. Brand new luxury 2,000 sq.ft. condo, quiet, view, secured, underground parking. July, Aug. Sept. $3000. chatelaine3@hotmail.com  HOUSESIT SHUSWAP LAKE Magna Bay, unique home and garden. Private setting. 5 min. drive to lake. I need a housesitter July 15–Aug. 20, 2011. 250-955-6175, jannisgold@gmail.com  GREAT VACATIONS Start Here, 2 for 1 Europe Cruises, Cruises, All Inclusives, Groups, Reunions, Women Only Travel Groups, Weddings, Honeymoons, & More, Gift Certificates, 604-287-2922, toll free 1-855-287-2929, www.vision2000.ca/sheilabarry  MAYARO TRINIDAD, For rent by owner. Ocean-view beach house in West Indies. Suitable for retired, active couple or family. Minimum six-month lease required. Call 250-758-9601 or email joyd9981@gmail.com   BOWSER, VAN. ISLAND 2 bdrm. fully equipped cottage for rent weekly/ monthly. Fantastic oceanview in a quiet setting. Sleeps 4-6, N/S, N/P. Contact: 604-536-8475. SUNSHINE COAST oceanfront cottage, spectacular SW Georgia Strait views from every room, seaside deck, trail to 2 swimming beaches, big lawn, 3 bdrm, 2 bath, private & peaceful, FP, BBQ, walk to Gibson’s funky shops, restaurants. Spend your holiday relaxing, rejuvenating by the seashore. Sleeps 8. Ideal for families/couples. Book your summer week now, $1200/wk., janeski@telus.net, 604-921-7122. Fall/winter low rates. SUNSHINE COAST house renovated and furnished. Upper part of a duplex located in a rural setting. 3 bdrms, 1 bath. 1/2 acre private wooded area with swings, trampoline and track mountain biking. Surrounded by hiking and mountain biking. 15 min. walk from the beach and 10 min. from town of Sechelt. $950/mo. 604-740-0431. For rent/exchange VANCOUVER Clean, bright, quiet, centrally located condos at Robson & Bute. 1 bdrm. $95. Daily/wkly/ mthly rates. 604-608-4268, dbemc@hotmail.com  SHUSWAP LAKE 1/2 acre, view, lake access, private, self-contained, camping. $210/wk., $800/mo. Info: jmcd@sunnybrae.tv  VANCOUVER. Lovely, 1 bdrm. suite, Killarney, large kitchen and livingroom, female preferred, no pets/no smoking, $800/mo., includes heat, cable and electricity, 604-591-8908, 604-591-2651. KELOWNA 3 bdrm. home available Aug.1, 2011 to Aug. 1, 2012. Furn. or unfurn. Rent negotiable. 250-869-5087. HOUSESIT Sask. teacher wishes to house-sit in Victoria for July 2011 (babysitting grandchildren in their home weekdays). 306-586-9442, kim.steele@sasktel.net  VANCOUVER Newly refurbished, furnished studio apt for rent in West End, 2 blks from Stanley Park & English Bay. $450/wk., jkathleen@shaw.ca  Miscellaneous SCHOOL TATTOOS. 1,000 tattoos with your school’s logo $149, Visit www.schooltattoos.ca, E-mail info@schooltattoos.ca or call 613-567-2636. OUTBACK KIDS FIELD TRIP “Survivor” team building, lunch, kids rafting… all in one great day! “The highlight of the year!” Glenayre Elementary. “The best field trip ever!” Scott Creek Middle School. www.CanadianOutback.com/outbackkids, info@canadianoutback.com, 1-800-565-8735. DON’T GET BOGGED DOWN! Book a field trip to Burns Bog. Discover the wonders of this globally unique ecosystem. Ask about our teacher’s guides. 604-572-0373 or www.burnsbog.org. RETIRING? Join the BC Retired Teachers’ Association. Keep current. Be informed about and lend your voice to: Pension plan discussions, Indexing, Health plans, Health benefits. For more information, go to www.bcrta.ca or call 604-871-2260, 1-877-683-2243. SEE CHINA FOR FREE and teach English conversation with Tianjiao English. Short-term assignments (10 wks) or (20 wks) in China. All levels, K, Primary, Intermediate, Secondary. Starting next school year (2011- 2012): Sept; Nov; Feb; April. Contact grahammul@canadatj.com  PENSION QUESTIONS? Ask Arnie – now retired and available for expert, personal, one-to-one consultation including pension estimates, options, bridge, CPP/OAS, and pension splitting. Call Arnie Lambert at 604-354-5624 or e-mail arnielambert@shaw.ca  THEATRE ALBERTA presents ARTSTREK—a residential summer program for teens with a passion for theatre. Students will explore acting, voice, movement, directing, sound/music, design, creation, and integration. July 10–24 at Red Deer College. Visit www.theatrealberta.com or call 780-422-8162. FOR SALE Affordable Okanagan. Teacher-owned singlewide 4-yr-old mobile home in Vernon. New park near golf course. 3 bdrm., 2 full baths, 5 appl., central air-con., large deck, nicely landscaped. Ready to move in. $129,500. Call Eva 250-964-2432 or eelliott@sd57.bc.ca  Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141006,plus.google.com,https://plus.google.com/102170476113912904682,Children First - Google+ Search Images Maps Play YouTube News Gmail Drive More Calendar Translate Mobile Books Wallet Shopping Blogger Finance Photos Videos Even more » Account Options Sign in Help Send Feedback Web History Profile Home Profile People Photos Communities Events Hangouts Pages Local Settings Feedback Help  ·  Region Privacy & Terms  ·  Maps Terms Children First 5,133 views Profile Children First 5,133 views AboutPostsPhotosVideos+1'sReviews Stream Children FirstShared publicly  -  2014-02-23   Hockey camp reviews for Vancouver, BC & Japan Hockey Camps that my son has attended hockeycampreviews.blogspot.com This blog will focus primarily on reviews of Hockey Camps in Vancouver, BC Canada and in Japan that my son (who is currently 8 - 2003 birth year) has attended since he started to play hockey 3 years ago.  We currently live in... 1 Add a comment... Children FirstShared publicly  -  2014-02-23   This is fantastic info﻿Read moreShow less Turcotte Stickhandling School Review - Prince George hockeycampreviews.blogspot.com http://www.turcottehockey.com/ Camp attended: Complete Approach to Stickhandling August 15-19, 2011 (Novice/Atom in Prince George, BC) Overall - OK, but a bit of a disappointment (All ratings go from 1 = worst to 5 = ... 1 Add a comment... Children FirstShared publicly  -  2014-02-20   Pacific Elite Hockey School Review - Richmond hockeycampreviews.blogspot.com http://www.pacificelitehockey.com/ Camp attended: Pre-Season Tryout and Conditioning Camp August 8-13, 2011 for 2001-2002 at the Richmond Ice Center in Richmond, BC Overall - Great coach, great organization, highly recom... 1 Add a comment... Children FirstShared publicly  -  2014-01-19   Wow this is fantastic to see all the women that are now realizing how abusive our Family Court  system is to children, separating/divorcing family's and Father's﻿Read moreShow less Fighting for fathers’ rights sunnewsnetwork.ca 1 Add a comment... Children FirstShared publicly  -  2014-02-23   Thanks for the info﻿Read moreShow less International Hockey Camps Review - Surrey (Coach Enio) hockeycampreviews.blogspot.com www.coachenio.com Camp Attended: Power Skating and Puck Control "Mini" Camp on June 16-18th, 2010 for 7-11 year olds in Surrey, BC Overall - Great coach, organizationally challenged (All ratings go from 1 = worst to 5 =... 1 Add a comment... Children FirstShared publicly  -  2014-02-23   This fantastic﻿Read moreShow less UBC Hockey Camp Review - Vancouver hockeycampreviews.blogspot.com http://www.icerink.ubc.ca/youth/spring-break-skill-camp.php Camp attended: Spring Break Hockey Camp March 19th-23rd, 2012 (6-16 year olds) Overall - Babysitting on ice (All ratings go from 1 = worst to 5 = best) Qua... 1 Add a comment... Children FirstShared publicly  -  2014-02-20  #Reviews  #Hockey   Great reviews. I really wish more people did this. I really hate spending $500-$700 for a week of hockey camp for my son only to be disappointed!!!﻿Read moreShow less SPS Powerskating Review - New Westminster (Coach Duncan) hockeycampreviews.blogspot.com http://www.sps-powerskating.ca/ Camp attended: 1 hr semi-private power skating lesson for my son & 2 of his teammates March 2012 at Moody Park Arena in New Westminster, BC Overall - Great feedback, a bit expensive compared t... 1 Add a comment... MoreLoading... Basic Information Gender Male Links YouTube Children First We were unable to fetch any YouTube videos at this time. Please try again. Videos are visible only to people they've been shared with. We were unable to fetch any videos at this time. Please try again. Children First's +1's are the things they like, agree with, or want to recommend. Hockey camp reviews for Vancouver, BC &amp; Japan Hockey Camps that my s... hockeycampreviews.blogspot.com This blog will focus primarily on reviews of Hockey Camps in Vancouver, BC Canada and in Japan that my son (who is currently 8 - 2003 birth International Hockey Camps Review - Surrey (Coach Enio) hockeycampreviews.blogspot.com www.coachenio.com Camp Attended: Power Skating and Puck Control "Mini" Camp on June 16-18th, 2010 for 7-11 year olds in Surrey, BC Overall - Turcotte Stickhandling School Review - Prince George hockeycampreviews.blogspot.com http://www.turcottehockey.com/ Camp attended: Complete Approach to Stickhandling August 15-19, 2011 (Novice/Atom in Prince George, BC) Overa UBC Hockey Camp Review - Vancouver hockeycampreviews.blogspot.com http://www.icerink.ubc.ca/youth/spring-break-skill-camp.php Camp attended: Spring Break Hockey Camp March 19th-23rd, 2012 (6-16 year olds) O Pacific Elite Hockey School Review - Richmond hockeycampreviews.blogspot.com http://www.pacificelitehockey.com/ Camp attended: Pre-Season Tryout and Conditioning Camp August 8-13, 2011 for 2001-2002 at the Richmond Ic SPS Powerskating Review - New Westminster (Coach Duncan) hockeycampreviews.blogspot.com http://www.sps-powerskating.ca/ Camp attended: 1 hr semi-private power skating lesson for my son &amp; 2 of his teammates March 2012 at Moody Pa Fighting for fathers’ rights www.sunnewsnetwork.ca Michael Coren and Kris Titus discuss the importance of fairness in family disputes and the importance of preventing fathers’ rights from bei Domino's Pizza Canada market.android.com You can now use your Android to order Domino's Pizza in Canada. It’s convenient, easy and fun! Order Domino's using either English or French Yahoo! Weather market.android.com The highly-acclaimed Yahoo! Weather app is now available on Android, featuring stunning photos that match current weather conditions and an MY MOTOSPEAK market.android.com My MotoSpeak™ – now you can text with your voice, hands-free.Free app lets you hear incoming messages, speak outgoing texts, and use voice d MoreLoading... the Bike Zone 15420 Fraser Hwy, Surrey, BC V3R 3P5, Canada Well I am a new mountain biker and just bought two second hand older bikes for my son and I. I noticed my son's second chain ring had some flat teeth and some deformations in the ring itself and the bottom bracket was loose. Well Kyle had a new crankset for me but had a quick look at the crankset on my bike and told me I didn't need one that the crankset was fine and was designed like that for shifting purposes. He could have easily sold me the new crankset but was honest and didn't. He then replaced my bottom bracket the bike is perfectly fine again. People don't seem to realize these days how much honesty really counts to people and how more money a shop will make in the long run by being honest as opposed to getting a bad name and few customers/repair jobs. I only went to The Bike Zone because of some positive reviews of it and now I know why!!! He is another positive review thanks Kyle. • • • Well I am a new mountain biker and just bought two second hand older bikes for my son and I. I noticed my son's second chain ring had some flat teeth and some deformations in the ring itself and the bottom bracket was loose. Well Kyle had a new crankset for me but had a quick look at the crankset on my bike and told me I didn't need one that the crankset was fine and was designed like that for shifting purposes. He could have easily sold me the new crankset but was honest and didn't. He then replaced my bottom bracket the bike is perfectly fine again. People don't seem to realize these days how much honesty really counts to people and how more money a shop will make in the long run by being honest as opposed to getting a bad name and few customers/repair jobs. I only went to The Bike Zone because of some positive reviews of it and now I know why!!! He is another positive review thanks Kyle. • • • Public - 4 months ago reviewed 4 months ago 1 review MoreLoading... Start a hangout)
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(20141007,www.huffingtonpost.ca,http://www.huffingtonpost.ca/heather-magee/viff-2014-noble_b_5932274.html?utm_hp_ref=canada-british-columbia&ir=Canada+British+Columbia,VIFF 2014: 'Noble' Shows Ordinary People Can Accomplish Extraordinary Things | Heather Magee View mobile site October 7, 2014 Huffpost Canada British Columbia ca Edition: ca Show/Hide Brasil BR Canada CA Deutschland DE España ES France FR Italia IT 日本 (Japan) JP 한국 (Korea) KR Maghreb MG United Kingdom UK United States US Region: BC Show/Hide All Canada Alberta British Columbia Québec (en français) Follow Newsletters Get Canada British ColumbiaNewsletters Email address Enter Email Address Huffington Post Search Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search iOS app Android app More Log in Create Account Notifications 0 $USERNAME Profile Settings Logout FRONT PAGE Politics Ford Still Doesn't Understand Racism 51 Unvetted Judge Joins Supreme Court 43 Kenney Posts Photos Of Iraqi Children To Make Case For ISIL Airstrikes 91 Clinton: Canadian Help In ISIL Fight 'Indispensable' 44 Canadians Left In A Fog Of War 42 Go to Politics More in Politics The Pulse Stephen Harper You Might Also Like US Politics UK Politics Business Porn Company Has A Raunchy Deal For Air Canada Pilots 3 Sun News Just Lost Its Main Source Of Content; What Now? 49 Canadian Cities Surprisingly Unpopular Destinations For Workers 0 This Is How You Rack Up U.S. Roaming Charges While In Canada 14 Look What China Might Actually Build 47 Go to Business More in Business Small Business Money You Might Also Like Tech TechCrunch Autoblog WorldPost Spanish Nurse First To Contract Ebola Outside West Africa 518 It's Been 3 Weeks Since Anyone's Seen Kim And Rumors Are Swirling 97 3 New Findings On ISIS Weapons That You Should Know About 39 WHO: More Cases Of Ebola In Europe Unavoidable 154 Turkish President Says Syrian Town Under Islamic State Siege Is About To Fall 213 Go to WorldPost More in WorldPost Foreign Affairs World Elections Arab Uprising Afghanistan War Syria Crisis You Might Also Like Travel Impact Living 100 Pumpkin Carvings That Will Inspire You 0 Fried Maple Leaves Are A Delicacy In Japan, And We're Jealous 6 WATCH: HuffPost Readers School Us On Toronto's Real Must-Eats 2 Toronto Dubbed Fourth Most Livable City In The World 0 33 Signs You Live In Liberty Village 1 Go to Living You Might Also Like Healthy Living Food Recipes Divorce Women Parentdish Green Post50 Weddings Style Best Halloween Costumes For Men And Women 0 Most Offensive Products In Retail 3 JLaw Goes Topless For Vanity Fair 0 Bridesmaid Dresses You'll Wear Again 0 Canadian Model Coco Rocha Is Pregnant! 4 Go to Style More in Style Beauty Fashion Celeb Style Entertaining and Etiquette Stylelist Canada Wedding Style Home Style You Might Also Like Style (U.S.) Weddings Stylelist Canada Entertainment Kris Jenner Opens Up About The Late Robert Kardashian 6 Blake Lively Is Pregnant! 30 Mariah Carey Proves She's Not Lip-Synching 42 Is This Where George Clooney And Amal Alamuddin Honeymooned? 7 Pregnant Kelly Rowland Poses Topless In Black And White Photo Shoot 2 Go to Entertainment You Might Also Like Music Celebrity TV Moviefone Arts The Glamorous History Of Pin-Up Like You've Never Seen It Before 3 1 Here Are A Bunch Of F*cking Delightful Artsy Cat Photos. You're Welcome. 3 This Is What It Really Looks Like To Be A Modern Day Nun 8 New Animation-Inspired Art Show Will Make You Yearn For Saturday Morning Cartoons 0 Go to Arts You Might Also Like Books Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Religion Alberta 20 Puppies Found Abandoned In Field 6 Anti-Abortion Postcard Targets Tory MP.. Again 26 Mystery 'GPO Girl' Turns Up In Calgary 3 Major Saskatchewan Train Derailment 2 Dozens Of Dead Cats Found, Another 62 Euthanized 0 Go to Alberta More in Alberta Alberta Politics Alberta Business Alison Redford Calgary Edmonton British Columbia B.C. Teen Killed By Train Was Wearing Headphones, Texting: RCMP 13 Anthem Singer's Fall Is Lesson In Showmanship 3 Pastafarian Loses B.C. Driver's Licence Over Holy Colander 0 Elderly Asian Women Attacked In Vancouver 0 Lawyers Of Convicted Surrey Six Gangsters Want Mistrial 3 Go to British Columbia More in British Columbia B.C. Politics B.C. Business Christy Clark Vancouver All Sections News Canada Politics Canada Business US Politics US Business World Media Sports Education Crime Weird News Good News Daily Finance Entertainment Entertainment Music TV Celebrity Comedy Arts Books Moviefone Life & Style Living Style Home Healthy Living Taste Weddings Travel Parents Divorce HuffPost 50 Marlo Thomas OWN Tech & Science Tech Science Green Techcrunch Engadget TUAW Joystiq Voices Impact Women Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Religion College Teen Local Quebec (French) Calgary Montreal Ottawa Toronto Vancouver Winnipeg Mapquest Patch.com Our Mobile Apps: iPhone iPad HuffPost Live iPad Android Phone Android Tablet British Columbia B.C. Politics B.C. Business Christy Clark Vancouver Anthem Singer's Fall Is Lesson In Showmanship 2014-10-05 23:32:54 Pastafarian Loses B.C. Driver's Licence Over Holy Colander 2014-10-06 20:10:58 B.C. Teen Killed By Train Was Wearing Headphones, Texting: RCMP 2014-10-07 02:49:46 45 Signs You're A Vancouver Canucks Fan 2014-10-04 00:27:49 Elderly Asian Women Attacked In Vancouver 2014-10-06 17:25:49 When It Comes to Jumbo Glacier Resort, All Questions Lead Back To Powerful Minister 2014-10-06 15:46:02 Aldergrove School Playground Condemned 2014-10-06 17:50:31 Vancouver Mom Who Killed Her 2 Babies Sentenced 2014-10-07 13:46:41 LOOK: Stunning Scenes By B.C.'s October Photographer 2014-10-03 14:22:55 This Derelict Van 'Home' Costs $550/Month To Rent In B.C. 2014-10-03 16:05:46 Officer Admits Abusing Authority While Shoving Woman 2014-10-06 18:41:58 Recognize This Photo? Here's The Story Behind It 2014-10-03 16:58:41 Premier Denies Downplaying B.C. LNG Expectations 2014-10-06 20:57:52 Lawyers Of Convicted Surrey Six Gangsters Want Mistrial 2014-10-06 18:59:52 LOOK: Old Vancouver Bank's New Life 2014-10-03 17:52:32 Previous Story Next Story The Blog Featuring fresh takes and real-time analysis from HuffPost's signature lineup of contributors Heather Magee Become a fan Lifestyle & Entertainment Blogger Email VIFF 2014: 'Noble' Shows Ordinary People Can Accomplish Extraordinary Things Posted: 10/06/2014 5:42 pm EDT Updated: 10/06/2014 5:59 pm EDT Share Tweet Email Comment tumblr reddit Dubliner Christina Noble (Deirdre O'Kane) narrowly escapes poverty after surviving a tumultuous childhood. As a girl, she would busk in bars to help care for her mother and siblings, something her abusive father (Liam Cunningham) was incapable of. Eventually she lands in the care of a convent until she is old enough to venture out into the world. Living on the edge of society, Christina manages to scrape by and eventually moves to England with a friend. At the time, the Vietnam war is raging on and the images of displaced, impoverished children are etched into her mind. Fast forward to 1989, when Vietnam is still recovering from the devastating legacy of war, and Christina is now a divorced mother of three grown children. She heads to Ho Chi Minh City to fulfill a dream of helping the children who affected her so deeply several years before. Despite insurmountable odds, she opens the Christina Noble Children Foundation, providing housing, healthcare, and education for children living on the streets of Saigon. Written and directed by Stephen Bradley and based on the life story of Christina Noble, also known as Mama Tina (a term of endearment given to her by the Vietnamese children), "Noble" is the story of a courageous woman who will stop at nothing to help children who face the same atrocities she did as a child. You'll like this film if.. You enjoy inspiring biopics about ordinary people accomplishing extraordinary things. There were moments were I could have jumped out of my seat and applauded, full stop. You won't like this film if.. "Noble" will appeal to just about anyone, because the story is too triumphant to pass up. The film, however, is a sober reminder that the effects of the Vietnam war are still visible today and that child poverty continues to be a widespread problem at home and abroad. Standout performances Young Christina, played brilliantly in a spirited performance by Gloria Cramer Curtis, gives you a sense from the very first scene of just how tough and determined Christina is. Deirdre O'Kane is one part grit, and one part lady, translating Christina Noble's story to the big screen beautifully. Liam Cunningham is also fantastic as the flailing, scoundrel of a father whose desperation overshadows the love Christina so desperately craved. "Noble" screens again during VIFF on October 5 and October 8. Visit viff.org for tickets and show times. EARLIER ON HUFFPOST: Close  TIFF 2014 Red Carpet Selfies of   Actress Anna Kendrick and actor Ryan Reynolds seen at the premiere of "The Voices" at the Ryerson Theatre during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival on Thursday, Sept. 11, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Arthur Mola/Invision/AP) Actor Ryan Reynolds poses at the premiere of "The Voices" at the Ryerson Theatre during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival on Thursday, Sept. 11, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Arthur Mola/Invision/AP) Actor Ryan Reynolds seen at the premiere of "The Voices" at the Ryerson Theatre during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival on Thursday, Sept. 11, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Arthur Mola/Invision/AP) Actress Anna Kendrick, actor Ryan Reynolds and director Marjane Satrapi seen at the premiere of "The Voices" at the Ryerson Theatre during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival on Thursday, Sept. 11, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Arthur Mola/Invision/AP) Actress Anna Kendrick poses at the premiere of "The Voices" at the Ryerson Theatre during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival on Thursday, Sept. 11, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Arthur Mola/Invision/AP) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 11: Actress Ellen Barkin attends 'The Cobbler' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at The Elgin on September 11, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Philip Cheung/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 11: Actor Adam Sandler attends 'The Cobbler' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at The Elgin on September 11, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Philip Cheung/Getty Images) Scott Speedman, left, and Patricia Clarkson attend the premiere of "October Gale" on day 8 of the Toronto International Film Festival at the Winter Garden Theatre on Thursday Sept. 11, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Chris Pizzello/Invision/AP) Scott Speedman, left, and Patricia Clarkson attend the premiere of "October Gale" on day 8 of the Toronto International Film Festival at the Winter Garden Theatre on Thursday Sept. 11, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Chris Pizzello/Invision/AP) Actress Anna Kendrick seen at the premiere of "The Voices" at the Ryerson Theatre during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival on Thursday, Sept. 11, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Arthur Mola/Invision/AP) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 11: Actor Hayden Christensen (L) and actor/recording artist Akon attend the 'American Heist' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Princess of Wales Theatre on September 11, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by George Pimentel/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 11: Actor/recording artist Akon attends the 'American Heist' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Princess of Wales Theatre on September 11, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by George Pimentel/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 11: Actor Hayden Christensen (L) and actor/recording artist Akon attend the 'American Heist' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Princess of Wales Theatre on September 11, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by George Pimentel/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 11: Actor Hayden Christensen attends the 'American Heist' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Princess of Wales Theatre on September 11, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by George Pimentel/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 11: Actor Hayden Christensen attends the 'American Heist' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Princess of Wales Theatre on September 11, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by George Pimentel/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 11: Rapper Kardinal Offishall attends the 'American Heist' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Princess of Wales Theatre on September 11, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by George Pimentel/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 11: Rapper Kardinal Offishall attends the 'American Heist' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Princess of Wales Theatre on September 11, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by George Pimentel/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 11: Actor/recording artist Akon attends the 'American Heist' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Princess of Wales Theatre on September 11, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by George Pimentel/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 10: Actress Keira Knightley attends the 'Laggies' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 10, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by George Pimentel/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 10: Actress Keira Knightley attends the 'Laggies' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 10, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by George Pimentel/Getty Images) Actress Keira Knightley arrives in a wind storm to the premiere of "Laggies" at Roy Thomson Hall during the Toronto International Film Festival on Wednesday, Sept. 10, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Actress Keira Knightley arrives in a wind storm to the premiere of "Laggies" at Roy Thomson Hall during the Toronto International Film Festival on Wednesday, Sept. 10, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Mark Ruffalo attends the premiere of "Infinitely Polar Bear" on day 7 of the Toronto International Film Festival at the Roy Thompson Hall on Wednesday, Sept. 10, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 11: Actor Liev Schreiber attends the 'Pawn Sacrifice' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 11, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jemal Countess/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 11: Actor Liev Schreiber attends the 'Pawn Sacrifice' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 11, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jemal Countess/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 11: Actor/producer Tobey Maguire attends the 'Pawn Sacrifice' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 11, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Sarjoun Faour Photography/WireImage) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 11: Actor/producer Tobey Maguire attends the 'Pawn Sacrifice' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 11, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Sarjoun Faour Photography/WireImage) Actress Keira Knightley attends the "Laggies" premiere at Roy Thomson Hall during the Toronto International Film Festival on Wednesday, Sept. 10, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Actress Keira Knightley arrives in a wind storm to the premiere of "Laggies" at Roy Thomson Hall during the Toronto International Film Festival on Wednesday, Sept. 10, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 09: Actor Robert Pattinson attends the 'Maps to the Stars' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 9, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 09: Actor Robert Pattinson attends the 'Maps to the Stars' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 9, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) Benedict Cumberbatch attends the premiere of "The Imitation Game" on day 6 of the Toronto International Film Festival at the TIFF Bell Lightbox on Tuesday, Sept. 9, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 09: Actor Benedict Cumberbatch attends 'The Imitation Game' Premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Princess of Wales Theatre on September 9, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 09: Actor Nikolaj Coster-Waldau attends the premiere of 'A Second Chance' at the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Winter Garden Theatre on September 9, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Ernesto Di Stefano Photography/WireImage) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 09: Actor Nikolaj Coster-Waldau attends the premiere of 'A Second Chance' at the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Winter Garden Theatre on September 9, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Ernesto Di Stefano Photography/WireImage) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 09: Actor Viggo Mortensen attends the Premiere of 'Far From Men' at the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Winter Garden Theatre on September 9, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Ernesto Di Stefano Photography/WireImage) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 09: (L-R) Actor Reda Kateb, Writer/Director David Oelhoffen and Actor Viggo Mortensen attend the Premiere of 'Far From Men' at the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Winter Garden Theatre on September 9, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Ernesto Di Stefano Photography/WireImage) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 09: Actor Viggo Mortensen attends the Premiere of 'Far From Men' at the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Winter Garden Theatre on September 9, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Ernesto Di Stefano Photography/WireImage) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 09: Actor Robert Pattinson attends the 'Maps to the Stars' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 9, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) Actor Ethan Hawke seen at the premiere of "Good Kill" at the Ryerson Theatre during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival on Tuesday, Sept. 9, 2014, in Toronto, Ontario. (Photo by Arthur Mola/Invision/AP) Actor Ethan Hawke seen at the premiere of "Good Kill" at the Ryerson Theatre during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival on Tuesday, Sept. 9, 2014, in Toronto, Ontario. (Photo by Arthur Mola/Invision/AP) Actor Ethan Hawke seen at the premiere of "Good Kill" at the Ryerson Theatre during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival on Tuesday, Sept. 9, 2014, in Toronto, Ontario. (Photo by Arthur Mola/Invision/AP) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 09: Actor Matthew Goode and Sophie Dymoke attend the 'The Imitation Game' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Princess of Wales Theatre on September 9, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jeff Vespa/Getty Images) Allen Leech attends the premiere of "The Imitation Game" on day 6 of the Toronto International Film Festival at the TIFF Bell Lightbox on Tuesday, Sept. 9, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Allen Leech attends the premiere of "The Imitation Game" on day 6 of the Toronto International Film Festival at the TIFF Bell Lightbox on Tuesday, Sept. 9, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Allen Leech, right, and Charlie Webster attends the premiere of "The Imitation Game" on day 6 of the Toronto International Film Festival at the TIFF Bell Lightbox on Tuesday, Sept. 9, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Wayne Gretzky, right, and his wife Janet Jones seen at the premiere of "Red Army" at the Ryerson Theatre during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival on Tuesday, Sept. 9, 2014, in Toronto, Ontario. (Photo by Arthur Mola/Invision/AP) Wayne Gretzky seen at the premiere of "Red Army" at the Ryerson Theatre during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival on Tuesday, Sept. 9, 2014, in Toronto, Ontario. (Photo by Arthur Mola/Invision/AP) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 09: Actress Ye-ri Han attends the 'Haemoo' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 9, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by George Pimentel/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 09: Actress Julianne Moore attends the 'Maps to the Stars' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 9, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 09: Actress Julianne Moore attends the 'Maps to the Stars' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 9, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 09: Actor Robert Pattinson attends the 'Maps to the Stars' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 9, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 09: Actress Julianne Moore attends the 'Maps to the Stars' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 9, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 09: Actor Robert Pattinson attends the 'Maps to the Stars' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 9, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 09: Actor Robert Pattinson attends the 'Maps to the Stars' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 9, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 09: Actress Sarah Gadon attends the 'Maps to the Stars' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 9, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) Keira Knightley attends the premiere of "The Imitation Game" on day 6 of the Toronto International Film Festival at the TIFF Bell Lightbox on Tuesday, Sept. 9, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Matthew Goode attends the premiere of "The Imitation Game" on day 6 of the Toronto International Film Festival at the TIFF Bell Lightbox on Tuesday, Sept. 9, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Matthew Goode, left, and Sophie Dymoke attend the premiere of "The Imitation Game" on day 6 of the Toronto International Film Festival at the TIFF Bell Lightbox on Tuesday, Sept. 9, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 09: Actor Benedict Cumberbatch attends 'The Imitation Game' Premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Princess of Wales Theatre on September 9, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 09: Actor Benedict Cumberbatch attends 'The Imitation Game' Premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Princess of Wales Theatre on September 9, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 09: Actor Benedict Cumberbatch attends 'The Imitation Game' Premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Princess of Wales Theatre on September 9, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 09: Actor Benedict Cumberbatch attends 'The Imitation Game' Premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Princess of Wales Theatre on September 9, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 09: Actress Keira Knightley attends 'The Imitation Game' Premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Princess of Wales Theatre on September 9, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 09: Actress Keira Knightley attends 'The Imitation Game' Premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Princess of Wales Theatre on September 9, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 09: Actor Benedict Cumberbatch attends 'The Imitation Game' Premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Princess of Wales Theatre on September 9, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 09: Actress Keira Knightley attends 'The Imitation Game' Premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Princess of Wales Theatre on September 9, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 09: Actress Keira Knightley signs autographs for fans at 'The Imitation Game' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Princess of Wales Theatre on September 9, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by George Pimentel/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 09: Actor Benedict Cumberbatch attends 'The Imitation Game' Premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Princess of Wales Theatre on September 9, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 09: Actress Keira Knightley attends 'The Imitation Game' Premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Princess of Wales Theatre on September 9, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 09: Actress Keira Knightley attends 'The Imitation Game' Premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Princess of Wales Theatre on September 9, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 09: Actor Benedict Cumberbatch attends 'The Imitation Game' Premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Princess of Wales Theatre on September 9, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) Benedict Cumberbatch attends the premiere of "The Imitation Game" on day 6 of the Toronto International Film Festival at the TIFF Bell Lightbox on Tuesday, Sept. 9, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Keira Knightley attends the premiere of "The Imitation Game" on day 6 of the Toronto International Film Festival at the TIFF Bell Lightbox on Tuesday, Sept. 9, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Benedict Cumberbatch attends the premiere of "The Imitation Game" on day 6 of the Toronto International Film Festival at the TIFF Bell Lightbox on Tuesday, Sept. 9, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Benedict Cumberbatch attends the premiere of "The Imitation Game" on day 6 of the Toronto International Film Festival at the TIFF Bell Lightbox on Tuesday, Sept. 9, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 08: Actor Channing Tatum attends the 'Foxcatcher' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 8, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Leonard Adam/WireImage) Actor Andrew Garfield and actress Laura Dern seen at the premiere of "99 Homes" at the Princess of Wales Theatre during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival on Monday, Sept. 8, 2014, in Toronto, Ontario. (Photo by Arthur Mola/Invision/AP) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 08: Rapper Lil Jon attends the Premiere After-Party For Ramin Bahrani's Film '99 Homes' during Toronto International Film Festival at America Restaurant on September 8, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Leonard Adam/WireImage) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 08: Actor Andrew Garfield attends the Premiere After-Party For Ramin Bahrani's Film '99 Homes' during Toronto International Film Festival at America Restaurant on September 8, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Leonard Adam/WireImage) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 08: Actor Andrew Garfield attends the Premiere After-Party For Ramin Bahrani's Film '99 Homes' during Toronto International Film Festival at America Restaurant on September 8, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Leonard Adam/WireImage) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 08: Actor Michael Shannon attends the Premiere After-Party For Ramin Bahrani's Film '99 Homes' during Toronto International Film Festival at America Restaurant on September 8, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Leonard Adam/WireImage) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 08: Actress Laura Dern attends the Premiere After-Party For Ramin Bahrani's Film '99 Homes' during Toronto International Film Festival at America Restaurant on September 8, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Leonard Adam/WireImage) Actress Reese Witherspoon attends the "Wild" premiere at Roy Thomson Hall during the Toronto International Film Festival on Monday, Sept. 8, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Actress Reese Witherspoon attends the "Wild" premiere at Roy Thomson Hall during the Toronto International Film Festival on Monday, Sept. 8, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Actress Reese Witherspoon attends the "Wild" premiere at Roy Thomson Hall during the Toronto International Film Festival on Monday, Sept. 8, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Brit Marling attends the premiere of "The Keeping Room" on day 5 of the Toronto International Film Festival at the TIFF Bell Lightbox on Monday, Sept. 8, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Chris Pizzello/Invision/AP) Brit Marling attends the premiere of "The Keeping Room" on day 5 of the Toronto International Film Festival at the TIFF Bell Lightbox on Monday, Sept. 8, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Chris Pizzello/Invision/AP) Hailee Steinfeld attends the premiere of "The Keeping Room" on day 5 of the Toronto International Film Festival at the TIFF Bell Lightbox on Monday, Sept. 8, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Chris Pizzello/Invision/AP) Brit Marling and from left, Muna Otaru and Hailee Steinfeld attend the premiere of "The Keeping Room" on day 5 of the Toronto International Film Festival at the TIFF Bell Lightbox on Monday, Sept. 8, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Chris Pizzello/Invision/AP) Actress Reese Witherspoon attends the 'Wild' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 8, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) Actress Reese Witherspoon attends the 'Wild' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 8, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 08: Actress Kate Bosworth attends the 'Still Alice' Premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Winter Garden Theatre on September 8, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Philip Cheung/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 08: Actress Kate Bosworth attends the 'Still Alice' Premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Winter Garden Theatre on September 8, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Philip Cheung/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 08: Actor Channing Tatum attends the 'Foxcatcher' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 8, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Tommaso Boddi/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 08: Actor Channing Tatum attends the 'Foxcatcher' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 8, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Tommaso Boddi/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 08: Actor Channing Tatum attends the 'Foxcatcher' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 8, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Tommaso Boddi/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 08: Actress Kate Bosworth attends the 'Still Alice' Premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Winter Garden Theatre on September 8, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Philip Cheung/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 08: Actors Julianne Moore (L) and Kate Bosworth (R) attend the 'Still Alice' Premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Winter Garden Theatre on September 8, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Philip Cheung/Getty Images) Screenwriter/Director Jon Stewart seen at the Premiere of "Rosewater" at 2014 TIFF on Monday, Sep 8, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Eric Charbonneau/Invision for Open Road Films/AP Images) Gael Garcia Bernal seen at the Premiere of "Rosewater" at 2014 TIFF on Monday, Sep 8, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Eric Charbonneau/Invision for Open Road Films/AP Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 08: Actress Sunrise Coigney (L) and actor Mark Ruffalo attend the 'Foxcatcher' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 8, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Tommaso Boddi/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 08: Actress Sunrise Coigney (L) and actor Mark Ruffalo attend the 'Foxcatcher' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 8, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Tommaso Boddi/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 08: Actor Steve Carell attends the 'Foxcatcher' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 8, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Tommaso Boddi/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 08: Actor Steve Carell attends the 'Foxcatcher' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 8, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Tommaso Boddi/Getty Images) Julianne Moore attends the premiere for "Still Alice" on day 5 of the Toronto International Film Festival at the Winter Garden Theatre on Monday, Sept. 8, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Chris Pizzello/Invision/AP) Julianne Moore attends the premiere for "Still Alice" on day 5 of the Toronto International Film Festival at the Winter Garden Theatre on Monday, Sept. 8, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Chris Pizzello/Invision/AP) Julianne Moore, left, and Kate Bosworth attend the premiere for "Still Alice" on day 5 of the Toronto International Film Festival at the Winter Garden Theatre on Monday, Sept. 8, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Chris Pizzello/Invision/AP) Julianne Moore attends the premiere for "Still Alice" on day 5 of the Toronto International Film Festival at the Winter Garden Theatre on Monday, Sept. 8, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Chris Pizzello/Invision/AP) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 08: Actress Jennifer Aniston attends the premiere of 'Cake' at The Elgin at the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival on September 8, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by J. Countess/WireImage) Actor Justin Theroux attends the "Cake" premiere at The Elgin Theatre during the Toronto International Film Festival on Monday, Sept. 8, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Actress Jennifer Aniston attends the "Cake" premiere at The Elgin Theatre during the Toronto International Film Festival on Monday, Sept. 8, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Actors Sam Worthington, left, and Jennifer Aniston attend the "Cake" premiere at The Elgin Theatre during the Toronto International Film Festival on Monday, Sept. 8, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Actress Jennifer Aniston attends the "Cake" premiere at The Elgin Theatre during the Toronto International Film Festival on Monday, Sept. 8, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Actress Jennifer Aniston attends the "Cake" premiere at The Elgin Theatre during the Toronto International Film Festival on Monday, Sept. 8, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Actress Anna Kendrick attends the "Cake" premiere at The Elgin Theatre during the Toronto International Film Festival on Monday, Sept. 8, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Actress Anna Kendrick attends the "Cake" premiere at The Elgin Theatre during the Toronto International Film Festival on Monday, Sept. 8, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Actress Anna Kendrick attends the "Cake" premiere at The Elgin Theatre during the Toronto International Film Festival on Monday, Sept. 8, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Actress Anna Kendrick attends 'The Last Five Years' Premiere at Ryerson Theatre during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival on September 7, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by J. Countess/WireImage) Actress Anna Kendrick attends 'The Last Five Years' Premiere at Ryerson Theatre during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival on September 7, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by J. Countess/WireImage) Actress Anna Kendrick attends 'The Last Five Years' Premiere at Ryerson Theatre during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival on September 7, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by J. Countess/WireImage) Actress Anna Kendrick attends 'The Last Five Years' Premiere at Ryerson Theatre during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival on September 7, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by J. Countess/WireImage) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 07: Actor Paul Dano and actress Elizabeth Banks attends the 'Love & Mercy' premiere at the Toronto International Film Festival at The Elgin on September 7, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Dominik Magdziak Photography/WireImage) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 07: Actress Elizabeth Banks attends the 'Love & Mercy' premiere at the Toronto International Film Festival at The Elgin on September 7, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Dominik Magdziak Photography/WireImage) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 07: Actor Simon Pegg (L) and actress Rosamund Pike attend the 'Hector And The Search For Happiness' premiere at the Toronto International Film Festival at Winter Garden Theatre on September 7, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Dominik Magdziak Photography/WireImage) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 07: Actor Simon Pegg (L) and actress Rosamund Pike attend the 'Hector And The Search For Happiness' premiere at the Toronto International Film Festival at Winter Garden Theatre on September 7, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Dominik Magdziak Photography/WireImage) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 07: Actress Rosamund Pike attends the 'Hector And The Search For Happiness' premiere at the Toronto International Film Festival at Winter Garden Theatre on September 7, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Dominik Magdziak Photography/WireImage) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 07: Actress Jena Malone attends the 'Time Out of Mind' premiere at the Toronto International Film Festival at The Elgin on September 7, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Dominik Magdziak Photography/WireImage) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 07: Producer Lawrence Inglee and actress Jena Malone attend the 'Time Out of Mind' premiere at the Toronto International Film Festival at The Elgin on September 7, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Dominik Magdziak Photography/WireImage) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 07: Actress Jena Malone attends the 'Time Out of Mind' premiere at the Toronto International Film Festival at The Elgin on September 7, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Dominik Magdziak Photography/WireImage) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 07: Actress Jena Malone attends the 'Time Out of Mind' premiere at the Toronto International Film Festival at The Elgin on September 7, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Dominik Magdziak Photography/WireImage) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 07: Actress Maika Monroe attends the 'It Follows' premiere at the Toronto International Film Festival at Ryerson Theatre on September 7, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Dominik Magdziak Photography/WireImage) Ming Zhao seen at Moet & Chandon Hosted Relativity and eOne's "Hector and the Search for Happiness" at Michael's on Simcoe on Sunday, Sep. 7, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Eric Charbonneau/Invision for Relativity Media/AP Images) Actress Melissa Leo attends "The Equalizer" premiere at Roy Thomson Hall during the Toronto International Film Festival on Sunday, Sept. 7, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Actress Chloe Grace Moretz attends "The Equalizer" premiere at Roy Thomson Hall during the Toronto International Film Festival on Sunday, Sept. 7, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Actress Chloe Grace Moretz attends "The Equalizer" premiere at Roy Thomson Hall during the Toronto International Film Festival on Sunday, Sept. 7, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Actress Chloe Grace Moretz attends "The Equalizer" premiere at Roy Thomson Hall during the Toronto International Film Festival on Sunday, Sept. 7, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Pauletta Pearson Washington and Denzel Washington seen at Columbia Pictures Premiere of "The Equalizer" at 2014 TIFF on Sunday, Sep. 7, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Eric Charbonneau/Invision for Sony Pictures/AP Images) Denzel Washington seen at Columbia Pictures Premiere of "The Equalizer" at 2014 TIFF on Sunday, Sep. 7, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Eric Charbonneau/Invision for Sony Pictures/AP Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 07: Actress Jessica Chastain attends the 'Miss Julie' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Winter Garden Theatre on September 7, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by George Pimentel/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 07: Actor Omar Sy and Helen Sy attend the 'Samba' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 7, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jemal Countess/Getty Images) Eddie Redmayne and Felicity Jones seen at "The Theory of Everything" World Premiere at 2014 TIFF on Sunday, Sep. 7, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Alexandra Wyman/Invision for Focus Features/AP Images) Haley Bennett seen at Columbia Pictures Premiere of "The Equalizer" at 2014 TIFF on Sunday, Sep. 7, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Eric Charbonneau/Invision for Sony Pictures/AP Images) Felicity Jones seen at "The Theory of Everything" World Premiere at 2014 TIFF on Sunday, Sep. 7, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Alexandra Wyman/Invision for Focus Features/AP Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 07: Actress Jessica Chastain attends the 'Miss Julie' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Winter Garden Theatre on September 7, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Angela Weiss/WireImage) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 07: Actress Jessica Chastain attends the 'Miss Julie' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Winter Garden Theatre on September 7, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Angela Weiss/WireImage) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 07: Actor Corey Stoll attends the 'This Is Where I Leave You' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 7, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by George Pimentel/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 07: Actor Corey Stoll attends the 'This Is Where I Leave You' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 7, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by George Pimentel/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 07: Actor Adam Driver attends the 'This Is Where I Leave You' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 7, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 07: Actors Jason Bateman and Amanda Anka attend the 'This Is Where I Leave You' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 7, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 07: Actor Jason Bateman attends the 'This Is Where I Leave You' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 7, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 07: Actor Corey Stoll attends the 'This Is Where I Leave You' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 7, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by George Pimentel/Getty Images) Actor Richard Gere seen at the "Time Out Of Mind" premiere at the Elgin Theatre during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival on Sunday, Sept. 7, 2014, in Toronto, Ontario. (Photo by Arthur Mola/Invision/AP) Actress Jena Malone seen at the "Time Out Of Mind" premiere at the Elgin Theatre during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival on Sunday, Sept. 7, 2014, in Toronto, Ontario. (Photo by Arthur Mola/Invision/AP) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 07: Actors Eddie Redmayne and Felicity Jones attend 'The Theory Of Everything' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Princess of Wales Theatre on September 7, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Alberto E. Rodriguez/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 07: Actor Eddie Redmayne attends 'The Theory Of Everything' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Princess of Wales Theatre on September 7, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Alberto E. Rodriguez/Getty Images) Felicity Jones attends the premiere for "The Theory of Everything" on day 4 of the Toronto International Film Festival at the TIFF Bell Lightbox on Sunday, Sept. 7, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Chris Pizzello/Invision/AP) Abigail Spencer seen at Warner Bros. "This is Where I Leave You" Premiere at 2014 TIFF on Sunday, Sep. 7, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Eric Charbonneau/Invision for Warner Bros./AP Images) Felicity Jones attends the premiere for "The Theory of Everything" on day 4 of the Toronto International Film Festival at the TIFF Bell Lightbox on Sunday, Sept. 7, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Chris Pizzello/Invision/AP) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 07: Actress Jessica Chastain attends the 'Miss Julie' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Winter Garden Theatre on September 7, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by George Pimentel/Getty Images) Nadia Bowers and Corey Stoll seen at Warner Bros. "The Good Lie" Premiere at 2014 TIFF on Sunday, Sep. 7, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Eric Charbonneau/Invision for Warner Bros./AP Images) Jessica Chastain arrives at the premiere of "Miss Julie" on day 4 of the Toronto International Film Festival at the Winter Garden Theatre on Sunday, Sept. 7, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Tina Fey seen at Warner Bros. "This is Where I Leave You" Premiere at 2014 TIFF on Sunday, Sep. 7, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Eric Charbonneau/Invision for Warner Bros./AP Images) Ben Schwartz seen at Warner Bros. "This is Where I Leave You" Premiere at 2014 TIFF on Sunday, Sep. 7, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Eric Charbonneau/Invision for Warner Bros./AP Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 07: Actress Charlotte Gainsbourg attends the 'Samba' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 7, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jemal Countess/Getty Images) Jane Fonda seen at Warner Bros. "This is Where I Leave You" Premiere at 2014 TIFF on Sunday, Sep. 7, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Eric Charbonneau/Invision for Warner Bros./AP Images) Jane Fonda seen at Warner Bros. "This is Where I Leave You" Premiere at 2014 TIFF on Sunday, Sep. 7, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Eric Charbonneau/Invision for Warner Bros./AP Images) Connie Britton seen at Warner Bros. "This is Where I Leave You" Premiere at 2014 TIFF on Sunday, Sep. 7, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Eric Charbonneau/Invision for Warner Bros./AP Images) Connie Britton seen at Warner Bros. "This is Where I Leave You" Premiere at 2014 TIFF on Sunday, Sep. 7, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Eric Charbonneau/Invision for Warner Bros./AP Images) Eddie Redmayne attends the premiere for "The Theory of Everything" on day 4 of the Toronto International Film Festival at the TIFF Bell Lightbox on Sunday, Sept. 7, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Chris Pizzello/Invision/AP) Tina Fey seen at Warner Bros. "This is Where I Leave You" Premiere at 2014 TIFF on Sunday, Sep. 7, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Eric Charbonneau/Invision for Warner Bros./AP Images) Reese Witherspoon seen at Warner Bros. "The Good Lie" Premiere at 2014 TIFF on Sunday, Sep. 7, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Eric Charbonneau/Invision for Warner Bros./AP Images) Reese Witherspoon seen at Warner Bros. "The Good Lie" Premiere at 2014 TIFF on Sunday, Sep. 7, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Eric Charbonneau/Invision for Warner Bros./AP Images) Reese Witherspoon seen at Warner Bros. "The Good Lie" Premiere at 2014 TIFF on Sunday, Sep. 7, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Eric Charbonneau/Invision for Warner Bros./AP Images) EXCLUSIVE - Anthony Mackie seen at the Bungalow 8 Pop-Up at the Thompson Hotel on Saturday, September 6, 2014, in Toronto, ON. (Photo by Ryan Emberley/Invision for NKPR/AP Images) Nelly Furtado arrives at the premiere of "The Good Lie" on day 4 of the Toronto International Film Festival at the Elgin Theatre on Sunday, Sept. 7, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Corey Stoll arrives at the premiere of "The Good Lie" on day 4 of the Toronto International Film Festival at the Elgin Theatre on Sunday, Sept. 7, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Kuoth Wiel and Arnold Oceng seen at Warner Bros. "The Good Lie" Premiere at 2014 TIFF on Sunday, Sep. 7, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Eric Charbonneau/Invision for Warner Bros./AP Images) Kuoth Wiel seen at Warner Bros. "The Good Lie" Premiere at 2014 TIFF on Sunday, Sep. 7, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Eric Charbonneau/Invision for Warner Bros./AP Images) Actor Benedict Cumberbatch attends the Hollywood Foreign Press Association and InStyle party at the Windsor Arms Hotel during the Toronto International Film Festival on Saturday, Sept. 6, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 07: Actress Connie Britton attends the Variety Studio presented by Moroccanoil at Holt Renfrew during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival on September 7, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Michael Buckner/Getty Images for Variety) IMAGE DISTRIBUTED FOR NKPR - Lacey Chabert seen at the Bungalow 8 Pop-Up at the Thompson Hotel on Saturday, September 6, 2014, in Toronto, ON. (Photo by Ryan Emberley/Invision for NKPR/AP Images) Zhou Dongyu attends the press conference for "Breakup Buddies" on day 4 of the Toronto International Film Festival at the TIFF Bell Lightbox on Sunday, Sept. 7, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Ma Su attends the press conference for "Breakup Buddies" on day 4 of the Toronto International Film Festival at the TIFF Bell Lightbox on Sunday, Sept. 7, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 07: Actress Jena Malone attends the Variety Studio presented by Moroccanoil at Holt Renfrew during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival on September 7, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Michael Buckner/Getty Images for Variety) Actor Paul Dano and girlfriend Zoe Kazan attend the Hollywood Foreign Press Association and InStyle party at the Windsor Arms Hotel during the Toronto International Film Festival on Saturday, Sept. 6, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Actress Salma Hayek attends the Hollywood Foreign Press Association and InStyle party at the Windsor Arms Hotel during the Toronto International Film Festival on Saturday, Sept. 6, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Actor Eddie Redmayne attends the Hollywood Foreign Press Association and InStyle party at the Windsor Arms Hotel during the Toronto International Film Festival on Saturday, Sept. 6, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Actress Salma Hayek attends the Hollywood Foreign Press Association and InStyle party at the Windsor Arms Hotel during the Toronto International Film Festival on Saturday, Sept. 6, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Actor Robert Downey Jr. and wife Susan Downey attend the Hollywood Foreign Press Association and InStyle party at the Windsor Arms Hotel during the Toronto International Film Festival on Saturday, Sept. 6, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Actor Zachary Levi attends the Hollywood Foreign Press Association and InStyle party at the Windsor Arms Hotel during the Toronto International Film Festival on Saturday, Sept. 6, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Actor Jake Gyllenhaal attends the Hollywood Foreign Press Association and InStyle party at the Windsor Arms Hotel during the Toronto International Film Festival on Saturday, Sept. 6, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Actor Benedict Cumberbatch attends the Hollywood Foreign Press Association and InStyle party at the Windsor Arms Hotel during the Toronto International Film Festival on Saturday, Sept. 6, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Actress Jessica Chastain attends the Hollywood Foreign Press Association and InStyle party at the Windsor Arms Hotel during the Toronto International Film Festival on Saturday, Sept. 6, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Actress Jessica Chastain attends the Hollywood Foreign Press Association and InStyle party at the Windsor Arms Hotel during the Toronto International Film Festival on Saturday, Sept. 6, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Actors Mark Ruffalo and Naomi Watts attend the Hollywood Foreign Press Association and InStyle party at the Windsor Arms Hotel during the Toronto International Film Festival on Saturday, Sept. 6, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Actress Naomi Watts attends the Hollywood Foreign Press Association and InStyle party at the Windsor Arms Hotel during the Toronto International Film Festival on Saturday, Sept. 6, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Director Jon Stewart attends the Hollywood Foreign Press Association and InStyle party at the Windsor Arms Hotel during the Toronto International Film Festival on Saturday, Sept. 6, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Actress Jena Malone attends the Hollywood Foreign Press Association and InStyle party at the Windsor Arms Hotel during the Toronto International Film Festival on Saturday, Sept. 6, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Actress Noomi Rapace attends the Hollywood Foreign Press Association and InStyle party at the Windsor Arms Hotel during the Toronto International Film Festival on Saturday, Sept. 6, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Janet Jones Gretzky, a cast member in "The Sound and the Fury," poses with her husband, pro hockey great Wayne Gretzky, at the premiere of the film at Ryerson Theatre during the Toronto International Film Festival on Saturday, Sept. 6, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Chris Pizzello/Invision/AP) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actor Sam Claflin attends 'The Riot Club' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 6, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actor Max Irons attends 'The Riot Club' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 6, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actor Max Irons attends 'The Riot Club' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 6, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actor Douglas Booth attends 'The Riot Club' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 6, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by George Pimentel/WireImage) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actor Douglas Booth attends 'The Riot Club' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 6, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by George Pimentel/WireImage) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actor Douglas Booth attends 'The Riot Club' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 6, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by George Pimentel/WireImage) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actor Sam Claflin attends 'The Riot Club' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 6, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by George Pimentel/WireImage) Felicity Jones arrives at The Hollywood Reporter celebration for the Breakthrough in Film Award honorees at TIFF at the Thompson Hotel on Saturday, Sept. 6, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Ryan Emberley/Invision for The Hollywood Reporter/AP Images) Eddie Redmayne arrives at The Hollywood Reporter celebration for the Breakthrough in Film Award honorees at TIFF at the Thompson Hotel on Saturday, Sept. 6, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Ryan Emberley/Invision for The Hollywood Reporter/AP Images) Muna Otaru arrives at The Hollywood Reporter celebration for the Breakthrough in Film Award honorees at TIFF at the Thompson Hotel on Saturday, Sept. 6, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Ryan Emberley/Invision for The Hollywood Reporter/AP Images) Felicity Jones arrives at The Hollywood Reporter celebration for the Breakthrough in Film Award honorees at TIFF at the Thompson Hotel on Saturday, Sept. 6, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Ryan Emberley/Invision for The Hollywood Reporter/AP Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actress/Model Cara Delevingne attends 'The Face Of An Angel' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Winter Garden Theatre on September 6, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by George Pimentel/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actress/Model Cara Delevingne attends 'The Face Of An Angel' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Winter Garden Theatre on September 6, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by George Pimentel/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actress/Model Cara Delevingne attends 'The Face Of An Angel' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Winter Garden Theatre on September 6, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by George Pimentel/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: (L-R) Director Michael Winterbottom, actors Cara Delevingne, Kate Beckinsale, Daniel Bruhl and producer Melissa Parmenter attend 'The Face Of An Angel' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Winter Garden Theatre on September 6, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by George Pimentel/Getty Images) Chloe Grace Moretz seen at Warner Bros. Pictures/Dolce&Gabbana cocktail party hosted by Sue Kroll and Greg Silverman at the Toronto International Film Festival on Saturday, Sept. 6, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Eric Charbonneau/Invision for Warner Bros./AP Images) Ola Rapace and Noomi Rapace seen at Warner Bros. Pictures/Dolce&Gabbana cocktail party hosted by Sue Kroll and Greg Silverman at the Toronto International Film Festival on Saturday, Sept. 6, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Eric Charbonneau/Invision for Warner Bros./AP Images) Noomi Rapace seen at Warner Bros. Pictures/Dolce&Gabbana cocktail party hosted by Sue Kroll and Greg Silverman at the Toronto International Film Festival on Saturday, Sept. 6, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Eric Charbonneau/Invision for Warner Bros./AP Images) Actress Amanda Seyfried attends the "While We're Young" premiere during the Toronto International Film Festival on Saturday, Sept. 6, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actress Kate Beckinsale attends 'The Face Of An Angel' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Winter Garden Theatre on September 6, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by George Pimentel/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actress and model Cara Delevingne attends 'The Face Of An Angel' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Winter Garden Theatre on September 6, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by George Pimentel/Getty Images) Actors Adam Driver and Greta Gerwig attend the "While We're Young" premiere during the Toronto International Film Festival on Saturday, Sept. 6, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actor Bill Nighy attends the Toronto International Film Festival screening and after party for 'Pride' at The Elgin on September 6, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Phillip Chin/Getty Images for CBS Films) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actress Kate Beckinsale attends 'The Face Of An Angel' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Winter Garden Theatre on September 6, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by George Pimentel/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actress Kate Beckinsale attends 'The Face Of An Angel' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Winter Garden Theatre on September 6, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by George Pimentel/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actor Daniel Bruhl attends 'The Face Of An Angel' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Winter Garden Theatre on September 6, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by George Pimentel/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actors Kate Beckinsale and Daniel Bruhl attend 'The Face Of An Angel' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Winter Garden Theatre on September 6, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by George Pimentel/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actress Kate Beckinsale attends 'The Face Of An Angel' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Winter Garden Theatre on September 6, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by George Pimentel/Getty Images) Kuoth Wiel seen at Warner Bros. Pictures/Dolce&Gabbana cocktail party hosted by Sue Kroll and Greg Silverman at the Toronto International Film Festival on Saturday, Sept. 6, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Eric Charbonneau/Invision for Warner Bros./AP Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actress Naomi Watts attends the 'While We're Young' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Princess of Wales Theatre on September 6, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) Actor Ben Stiller attends the "While We're Young" premiere during the Toronto International Film Festival on Saturday, Sept. 6, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Actress Greta Gerwig attends the "While We're Young" premiere during the Toronto International Film Festival on Saturday, Sept. 6, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Actress Amanda Seyfried attends the "While We're Young" premiere during the Toronto International Film Festival on Saturday, Sept. 6, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Justin Theroux seen at Warner Bros. Pictures/Dolce&Gabbana cocktail party hosted by Sue Kroll and Greg Silverman at the Toronto International Film Festival on Saturday, Sept. 6, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Eric Charbonneau/Invision for Warner Bros./AP Images) Actress Naomi Watts attends the "While We're Young" premiere during the Toronto International Film Festival on Saturday, Sept. 6, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actors Ben Stiller and Naomi Watts attend the 'While We're Young' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Princess of Wales Theatre on September 6, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by George Pimentel/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actress Chloe Grace Moretz attends day 2 of the Variety Studio presented by Moroccanoil at Holt Renfrew during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival on September 6, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Michael Buckner/Getty Images for Variety) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actress Cara Delevingne attends day 2 of the Variety Studio presented by Moroccanoil at Holt Renfrew during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival on September 6, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Michael Buckner/Getty Images for Variety) Actress Amanda Seyfried signs an autograph at the "While We're Young" premiere during the Toronto International Film Festival on Saturday, Sept. 6, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Actress Amanda Seyfried arrives at the "While We're Young" premiere during the Toronto International Film Festival on Saturday, Sept. 6, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actress Jennifer Garner attends the 'Men, Women & Children' Premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Ryerson Theatre on September 6, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Karl Walter/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actress Kaitlyn Dever attends the 'Men, Women & Children' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Ryerson Theatre on September 6, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by George Pimentel/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actor William Peltz and actress Nicola Peltz attends the 'Men, Women & Children' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Ryerson Theatre on September 6, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by George Pimentel/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actor Ansel Elgort attends the 'Men, Women & Children' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Ryerson Theatre on September 6, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by George Pimentel/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actress Rosemarie DeWitt attends the 'Men, Women & Children' Premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Ryerson Theatre on September 6, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Karl Walter/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actress Olivia Crocicchia attends the 'Men, Women & Children' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Ryerson Theatre on September 6, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by George Pimentel/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actress Olivia Crocicchia attends the 'Men, Women & Children' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Ryerson Theatre on September 6, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by George Pimentel/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actress Elena Kampouris attends the 'Men, Women & Children' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Ryerson Theatre on September 6, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by George Pimentel/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actress Olivia Crocicchia attends the 'Men, Women & Children' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Ryerson Theatre on September 6, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Karl Walter/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actress Elena Kampouris attends the 'Men, Women & Children' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Ryerson Theatre on September 6, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by George Pimentel/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actress Katherine C. Hughes attends the 'Men, Women & Children' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Ryerson Theatre on September 6, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Karl Walter/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actress Katherine C. Hughes attends the 'Men, Women & Children' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Ryerson Theatre on September 6, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by George Pimentel/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actress Rosemarie DeWitt attends the 'Men, Women & Children' Premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Ryerson Theatre on September 6, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Karl Walter/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actor Ansel Elgort attends the 'Men, Women & Children' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Ryerson Theatre on September 6, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by George Pimentel/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actress Elena Kampouris attends the 'Men, Women & Children' Premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Ryerson Theatre on September 6, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Karl Walter/Getty Images) Actress Jennifer Garner attends the 'Men, Women & Children' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Ryerson Theatre on September 6, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by George Pimentel/Getty Images) Actress Jennifer Garner attends the 'Men, Women & Children' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Ryerson Theatre on September 6, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by George Pimentel/Getty Images) Actor Anthony Mackie poses at the "Black And White" premiere at Roy Thomson Hall during the Toronto International Film Festival on Saturday, Sept. 6, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Arthur Mola/Invision/AP) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actress Kate Beckinsale attends day 2 of the Variety Studio presented by Moroccanoil at Holt Renfrew during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival on September 6, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Michael Buckner/Getty Images for Variety) Actor Mpho Koaho seen at the "Black And White" premiere at Roy Thomson Hall on Saturday, Sept. 6, 2014, in Toronto, Ontario. (Photo by Arthur Mola/Invision/AP) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actress Cara Delevingne attends day 2 of the Variety Studio presented by Moroccanoil at Holt Renfrew during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival on September 6, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Michael Buckner/Getty Images for Variety) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actor Anthony Mackie greets fans at the 'Black And White' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 6, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Kempin/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actor Anthony Mackie greets fans at the 'Black And White' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 6, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Kempin/Getty Images) Actress Jennifer Garner attends the "Men, Women & Children" press conference during the Toronto International Film Festival on Saturday, Sept. 6, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actress Octavia Spencer attends the 'Black And White' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 6, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Tommaso Boddi/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actor Kevin Costner attends the 'Black And White' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 6, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Tommaso Boddi/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actress Octavia Spencer attends the 'Black And White' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 6, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Tommaso Boddi/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actress QuvenzhanÃ© Wallis attends the 'Kahlil Gibran's The Prophet' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Ryerson Theatre on September 6, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by George Pimentel/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actress Salma Hayek attends the 'Kahlil Gibran's The Prophet' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Ryerson Theatre on September 6, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: (L-R) Mohammad Saeed, actress QuvenzhanÃ© Wallis, Fatima Alremaihi and actress Salma Hayek attend the 'Kahlil Gibran's The Prophet' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Ryerson Theatre on September 6, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Mohammad Saeed (L) and actress Salma Hayek attend the 'Kahlil Gibran's The Prophet' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Ryerson Theatre on September 6, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actress Salma Hayek attends the 'Kahlil Gibran's The Prophet' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Ryerson Theatre on September 6, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Fatima Alremaihi attends the 'Kahlil Gibran's The Prophet' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Ryerson Theatre on September 6, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actress QuvenzhanÃ© Wallis attends the 'Kahlil Gibran's The Prophet' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Ryerson Theatre on September 6, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) Actor Ansel Elgort attends the "Men, Women & Children" press conference during the Toronto International Film Festival on Saturday, Sept. 6, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 05: Actor Bill Murray attends the 'St. Vincent' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Princess of Wales Theatre on September 5, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by George Pimentel/WireImage) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 05: Actor Bill Murray attends the 'St. Vincent' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Princess of Wales Theatre on September 5, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jeff Vespa/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 05: Actor Bill Murray attends the 'St. Vincent' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Princess of Wales Theatre on September 5, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 05: Actor Bill Murray attends the 'St. Vincent' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Princess of Wales Theatre on September 5, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by George Pimentel/WireImage) Morgan Freeman, left, and Diane Keaton arrive at the premiere of "Ruth & Alex" on day 2 of the Toronto International Film Festival at the Princess of Wales Theatre on Friday, Sept. 5, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Chris Pizzello/Invision/AP) Cynthia Nixon arrives at the premiere of "Ruth & Alex" on day 2 of the Toronto International Film Festival at the Princess of Wales Theatre on Friday, Sept. 5, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Chris Pizzello/Invision/AP) Morgan Freeman, left, and Diane Keaton arrive at the premiere of "Ruth & Alex" on day 2 of the Toronto International Film Festival at the Princess of Wales Theatre on Friday, Sept. 5, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Chris Pizzello/Invision/AP) Cynthia Nixon arrives at the premiere of "Ruth & Alex" on day 2 of the Toronto International Film Festival at the Princess of Wales Theatre on Friday, Sept. 5, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Chris Pizzello/Invision/AP) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Director Francois Ozon, actress Anais Demoustier and actor Romain Duris of 'The New Girlfriend' pose at 'The New Girlfriend' Press Conference during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at TIFF Bell Lightbox on September 6, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Ernesto Distefano/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 05: Actor Bill Murray attends the 'St. Vincent' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Princess of Wales Theatre on September 5, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 05: Actress Naomi Watts attends the 'St. Vincent' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Princess of Wales Theatre on September 5, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jeff Vespa/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 05: Actor Rafe Spall, actress Jo Yang, director Morgan Matthews and actor Asa Butterfield attend the 'X+Y' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Ryerson Theatre on September 5, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Sonia Recchia/Getty Images) Producer Jake Gyllenhaal seen at Open Road Films' World Premiere of 'Nightcrawler' at the 2014 TIFF on September 5, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Eric Charbonneau/Invision for Open Road Films/AP Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 05: Actress Naomi Watts attends the 'St. Vincent' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Princess of Wales Theatre on September 5, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jeff Vespa/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 05: Actress Melissa McCarthy attends the 'St. Vincent' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Princess of Wales Theatre on September 5, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jeff Vespa/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 05: Actors Bill Murray and Melissa McCarthy attends the 'St. Vincent' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Princess of Wales Theatre on September 5, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jeff Vespa/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 05: Acotrs Bill Murray and Melissa McCarthy attend the 'St. Vincent' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Princess of Wales Theatre on September 5, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jeff Vespa/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 05: Actress Naomi Watts attends the 'St. Vincent' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Princess of Wales Theatre on September 5, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 05: Actors Bill Murray (L) and Melissa McCarthy attend the 'St. Vincent' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Princess of Wales Theatre on September 5, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 05: Actors Bill Murray (L) and Melissa McCarthy attend the 'St. Vincent' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Princess of Wales Theatre on September 5, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 05: Actor Chris O'Dowd attends the 'St. Vincent' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Princess of Wales Theatre on September 5, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by George Pimentel/WireImage) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 05: Actor Bill Murray greets fans at the 'St. Vincent' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Princess of Wales Theatre on September 5, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by George Pimentel/WireImage) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 05: Actress Naomi Watts attends the 'St. Vincent' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Princess of Wales Theatre on September 5, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by George Pimentel/WireImage) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 05: Actor Bill Murray greets fans at the 'St. Vincent' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Princess of Wales Theatre on September 5, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by George Pimentel/WireImage) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 05: Actress Naomi Watts attends the 'St. Vincent' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Princess of Wales Theatre on September 5, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by George Pimentel/WireImage) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 05: Actress Naomi Watts attends the 'St. Vincent' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Princess of Wales Theatre on September 5, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by George Pimentel/WireImage) Producer Jake Gyllenhaal seen at Open Road Films' World Premiere of 'Nightcrawler' at the 2014 TIFF on September 5, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Eric Charbonneau/Invision for Open Road Films/AP Images) Producer Jake Gyllenhaal seen at Open Road Films' World Premiere of 'Nightcrawler' at the 2014 TIFF on September 5, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Eric Charbonneau/Invision for Open Road Films/AP Images) Producer Jake Gyllenhaal seen at Open Road Films' World Premiere of 'Nightcrawler' at the 2014 TIFF on September 5, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Eric Charbonneau/Invision for Open Road Films/AP Images) Producer Jake Gyllenhaal seen at Open Road Films' World Premiere of 'Nightcrawler' at the 2014 TIFF on September 5, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Eric Charbonneau/Invision for Open Road Films/AP Images) Producer Jake Gyllenhaal seen at Open Road Films' World Premiere of 'Nightcrawler' at the 2014 TIFF on September 5, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Eric Charbonneau/Invision for Open Road Films/AP Images) Rene Russo and Director/Writer Dan Gilroy seen at Open Road Films' World Premiere of 'Nightcrawler' at the 2014 TIFF on September 5, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Eric Charbonneau/Invision for Open Road Films/AP Images) Rene Russo seen at Open Road Films' World Premiere of 'Nightcrawler' at the 2014 TIFF on September 5, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Eric Charbonneau/Invision for Open Road Films/AP Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 05: Actor Kevin McHale attends the 'Boychoir' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 5, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 05: Actor Kevin McHale attends the 'Boychoir' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 5, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by George Pimentel/WireImage) Noomi Rapace arrives at the premiere of "The Drop" on day 2 of the Toronto International Film Festival at the Princess of Wales Theatre on Friday, Sept. 5, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Noomi Rapace arrives at the premiere of "The Drop" on day 2 of the Toronto International Film Festival at the Princess of Wales Theatre on Friday, Sept. 5, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Tom Hardy arrives at the premiere of "The Drop" on day 2 of the Toronto International Film Festival at the Princess of Wales Theatre on Friday, Sept. 5, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Tom Hardy arrives at the premiere of "The Drop" on day 2 of the Toronto International Film Festival at the Princess of Wales Theatre on Friday, Sept. 5, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Tom Hardy arrives at the premiere of "The Drop" on day 2 of the Toronto International Film Festival at the Princess of Wales Theatre on Friday, Sept. 5, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Producer Will Ferrell arrives at the "Welcome to Me" premiere during the Toronto International Film Festival on Friday, Sept. 5, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Producer Will Ferrell arrives at the "Welcome to Me" premiere during the Toronto International Film Festival on Friday, Sept. 5, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Actress Kristen Wiig arrives at the "Welcome to Me" premiere during the Toronto International Film Festival on Friday, Sept. 5, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Actress Kristen Wiig arrives at the "Welcome to Me" premiere during the Toronto International Film Festival on Friday, Sept. 5, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Actress Linda Cardellini arrives at the "Welcome to Me" premiere during the Toronto International Film Festival on Friday, Sept. 5, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Actor Linda Cardellini, left, director Shira Piven and actor Kristen Wiig, right, arrive at the "Welcome to Me" premiere during the Toronto International Film Festival on Friday, Sept. 5, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Actress Kristen Wiig arrives at the "Welcome to Me" premiere during the Toronto International Film Festival on Friday, Sept. 5, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Kristen Wiig at the 2014 Toronto Film Festival for the premiere of "Welcome To Me," Sept. 5, 2014. Kristen Wiig at the 2014 Toronto Film Festival for the premiere of "Welcome To Me," Sept. 5, 2014. Kristen Wiig at the 2014 Toronto Film Festival for the premiere of "Welcome To Me," Sept. 5, 2014. TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 04: Actress Priyanka Chopra attends the 'Mary Kom' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at The Elgin on September 4, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Alberto E. Rodriguez/Getty Images) Priyanka Chopra at the TIFF 2014 premiere of "Mary Kom," Thursday, Sept. 4, 2014. Priyanka Chopra at the TIFF 2014 premiere of "Mary Kom," Thursday, Sept. 4, 2014. Priyanka Chopra at the TIFF 2014 premiere of "Mary Kom," Thursday, Sept. 4, 2014. TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 04: Actress Juliette Binoche and Mongrel Media President and Founder Hussain Amarshi attend the 'Clouds Of Sils Maria' party during the Toronto International Film Festival at the Shangri-La Hotel on September 4, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by George Pimentel/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 04: Victoria Jackman attends the 'Clouds Of Sils Maria' party during the Toronto International Film Festival at the Shangri-La Hotel on September 4, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by George Pimentel/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 04: Actress Sandra Oh (R) and guest attend the 'Clouds Of Sils Maria' party during the Toronto International Film Festival at the Shangri-La Hotel on September 4, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by George Pimentel/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 04: Actress Juliette Binoche attends the 'Clouds Of Sils Maria' party during the Toronto International Film Festival at the Shangri-La Hotel on September 4, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by George Pimentel/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 04: Actress Juliette Binoche attends the 'Clouds Of Sils Maria' party during the Toronto International Film Festival at the Shangri-La Hotel on September 4, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by George Pimentel/Getty Images) Dax Shepard and Kristen Bell seen at Warner Bros.' 'The Judge' Gala Presentation at 2014 TIFF on Thursday, September 4, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Eric Charbonneau/Invision for Warner Bros./AP Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 04: Greta Gerwig arrives at the premiere of held during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival - Day 1 on September 4, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Michael Tran/FilmMagic) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 04: Actress Vera Farmiga attends 'The Judge' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 4, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by George Pimentel/WireImage) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 04: Actress Kristen Bell attends 'The Judge' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 4, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by George Pimentel/WireImage) Luciana Pedraza and Robert Duvall seen at Warner Bros.' 'The Judge' Gala Presentation at 2014 TIFF on Thursday, September 4, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Eric Charbonneau/Invision for Warner Bros./AP Images) Luciana Pedraza seen at Warner Bros.' 'The Judge' Gala Presentation at 2014 TIFF on Thursday, September 4, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Eric Charbonneau/Invision for Warner Bros./AP Images) Vera Farmiga seen at Warner Bros.' 'The Judge' Gala Presentation at 2014 TIFF on Thursday, September 4, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Eric Charbonneau/Invision for Warner Bros./AP Images) Vera Farmiga seen at Warner Bros.' 'The Judge' Gala Presentation at 2014 TIFF on Thursday, September 4, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Eric Charbonneau/Invision for Warner Bros./AP Images) Vera Farmiga seen at Warner Bros.' 'The Judge' Gala Presentation at 2014 TIFF on Thursday, September 4, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Eric Charbonneau/Invision for Warner Bros./AP Images) Dax Shepard and Kristen Bell seen at Warner Bros.' 'The Judge' Gala Presentation at 2014 TIFF on Thursday, September 4, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Eric Charbonneau/Invision for Warner Bros./AP Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 04: Actress Priyanka Chopra attends the guest portrait studio during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at TIFF Bell Lightbox on September 4, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Aaron Harris/WireImage) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 04: Actress Priyanka Chopra attends the guest portrait studio during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at TIFF Bell Lightbox on September 4, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Aaron Harris/WireImage) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 3: Actress Piper Perabo walks the red carpet at this years TIFF gala at the TIFF Bell Lightbox Reitman Square. (Vince Talotta/Toronto Star via Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 3: Actor , Director Al Pacino with (girlfriend) Lucila Sola walk the red carpet at this years TIFF gala at the TIFF Bell Lightbox Reitman Square. (Vince Talotta/Toronto Star via Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 3: Actress Natalie Brown walks the red carpet at this years TIFF gala at the TIFF Bell Lightbox Reitman Square. (Vince Talotta/Toronto Star via Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 3: Actor Anthony Lemke walks the red carpet at this years TIFF gala at the TIFF Bell Lightbox Reitman Square. (Vince Talotta/Toronto Star via Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 3: Actress Amanda Brugel walk the red carpet at this years TIFF gala at the TIFF Bell Lightbox Reitman Square. (Vince Talotta/Toronto Star via Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 3: Actress Kelly Rowan walks the red carpet at this years TIFF gala at the TIFF Bell Lightbox Reitman Square. (Vince Talotta/Toronto Star via Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 3: Actress Sarah Gadon walks the red carpet at this years TIFF gala at the TIFF Bell Lightbox Reitman Square. (Vince Talotta/Toronto Star via Getty Images) Actress Priyanka Chopra poses during the photo call for "Mary Kom" at the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival in Toronto on Thursday, Sept. 4, 2014. THE CANADIAN PRESS/Hannah Yoon Jennifer Aniston poses for a photograph at the gala for the new movie "Life of Crime" during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival in Toronto on Saturday, Sept. 14, 2013. (AP Photo/The Canadian Press, Michelle Siu) Jennifer Aniston poses for a photograph at the gala for the new movie "Life of Crime" during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival in Toronto on Saturday, Sept. 14, 2013. (AP Photo/The Canadian Press, Michelle Siu) Jennifer Aniston poses for a photograph on the red carpet at the gala for the new movie "Life of Crime" during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival in Toronto on Saturday, Sept. 14, 2013. (AP Photo/The Canadian Press, Michelle Siu) Actress Jennifer Aniston attends the news conference for "Life of Crime" on day 10 of the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at the TIFF Bell Lightbox on Saturday, Sept. 14, 2013 in Toronto. (Photo by Arthur Mola/Invision/AP) Emma Thompson, left, and Pierce Brosnan, cast members in "The Love Punch," pose before a press conference for the film on day 8 of the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at the TIFF Bell Lightbox on Thursday, Sept. 12, 2013 in Toronto. (Photo by Chris Pizzello/Invision/AP) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 12: Actors Ryan Kwanten (L) and Sara Canning arrive at 'The Right Kind Of Wrong' Premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 12, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jemal Countess/Getty Images) Emma Thompson, a cast member in "The Love Punch," poses for photographers before a press conference for the film on day 8 of the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at the TIFF Bell Lightbox on Thursday, Sept. 12, 2013 in Toronto. (Photo by Chris Pizzello/Invision/AP) Actress Emma Thompson arrives at the premiere of "The Love Punch" on day 8 of the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on Thursday, Sept. 12, 2013 in Toronto. (Photo by Arthur Mola/Invision/AP) Actress Annette Bening arrives at the premiere of "The Face of Love" on day 8 of the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival in the Visa Screening Room at the Elgin Theatre on Thursday, Sept. 12, 2013, in Toronto. (Photo by Arthur Mola/Invision/AP) Actress Annette Bening arrives at the premiere of "The Face of Love" on day 8 of the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival in the Visa Screening Room at the Elgin Theatre on Thursday, Sept. 12, 2013 in Toronto. (Photo by Arthur Mola/Invision/AP) Actor Pierce Brosnan and Actress Emma Thompson arrive at the premiere of "The Love Punch" on day 8 of the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on Thursday, Sept. 12, 2013 in Toronto. (Photo by Arthur Mola/Invision/AP) Keanu Reeves, left, director and cast member in "Man of Tai Chi," poses with cast member Tiger Hu Chen at the premiere of the film on day 6 of the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at the Ryerson Theatre on Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2013, in Toronto. (Photo by Chris Pizzello/Invision/AP) Actor Joel Edgerton arrives at the premiere of "Felony" on day 6 of the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival in the Visa Screening Room at the Elgin Theatre on Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2013, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Actors Melissa George and Joel Edgerton arrive at the premiere of "Felony" on day 6 of the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival in the Visa Screening Room at the Elgin Theatre on Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2013, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Actress Saoirse Ronan arrives at the premiere of "How I Live Now" on day 6 of the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival in the Visa Screening Room at the Winter Garden Theatre on Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2013, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Actress Saoirse Ronan arrives at the premiere of "How I Live Now" on day 6 of the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival in the Visa Screening Room at the Winter Garden Theatre on Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2013, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Dane DeHaan, a cast member in "Kill Your Darlings," arrives at the premiere of the film on day 6 of the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2013, in Toronto. (Photo by Chris Pizzello/Invision/AP) Daniel Radcliffe, a cast member in "Kill Your Darlings," poses at the premiere of the film on day 6 of the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2013 in Toronto. (Photo by Chris Pizzello/Invision/AP) Jack Huston, a cast member in "Kill Your Darlings," poses at the premiere of the film on day 6 of the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2013, in Toronto. (Photo by Chris Pizzello/Invision/AP) Michael C. Hall, a cast member in "Kill Your Darlings," poses at the premiere of the film on day 6 of the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2013, in Toronto. (Photo by Chris Pizzello/Invision/AP) Scarlett Johansson arrives at the premiere of "Don Jon" on day 6 of the Toronto International Film Festival at The Princess of Wales on Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2013, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Scarlett Johansson arrives at the premiere of "Don Jon" on day 6 of the Toronto International Film Festival at The Princess of Wales on Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2013, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Daniel Radcliffe, left, and Dane DeHaan, cast members in "Kill Your Darlings," pose together at the premiere of the film on day 6 of the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2013 in Toronto. (Photo by Chris Pizzello/Invision/AP) Joseph Gordon-Levitt arrives at the premiere of "Don Jon" on day 6 of the Toronto International Film Festival at The Princess of Wales on Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2013, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Scarlett Johansson, left, and Joseph Gordon-Levitt arrive at the premiere of "Don Jon" on day 6 of the Toronto International Film Festival at The Princess of Wales on Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2013, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Joseph Gordon-Levitt arrives at the premiere of "Don Jon" on day 6 of the Toronto International Film Festival at The Princess of Wales on Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2013, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 10: Actress Julia Roberts and actor Ewan McGregor attend 'August: Osage County' Press Conference during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at TIFF Bell Lightbox on September 10, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 10: Actress Marion Cotillard attends 'Blood Ties' Press Conference during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at TIFF Bell Lightbox on September 10, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) Actress Julia Roberts attends the press conference for "August: Osage County" on day 6 of the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at the TIFF Bell Lightbox on Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2013 in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Actor Ewan McGregor attends the press conference for "August: Osage County" on day 6 of the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at the TIFF Bell Lightbox on Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2013 in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Cast members, from left, Julia Roberts, Abigail Breslin, Juliette Lewis and Julianne Nicholson pose together before the press conference for "August: Osage County" on day 6 of the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at the TIFF Bell Lightbox on Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2013 in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Taylor Swift arrives at the premiere of "Once Chance" on day 5 of the Toronto International Film Festival at the Winter Garden Theatre on Monday, Sept. 9, 2013, in Toronto. (Photo by Arthur Mola/Invision/AP) Taylor Swift arrives at the premiere of "Once Chance" on day 5 of the Toronto International Film Festival at the Winter Garden Theatre on Monday, Sept. 9, 2013, in Toronto. (Photo by Arthur Mola/Invision/AP) Actress Olivia Wilde arrives at the premiere of "Third Person" on day 5 of the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at the Visa Screening Room at the Elgin Theatre on Monday, Sept. 9, 2013, in Toronto. (Photo by Arthur Mola/Invision/AP) Mila Kunis poses on the red carpet at the gala for the new movie "Third Person" during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival in Toronto on Monday, Sept. 9, 2013. (AP Photo/The Canadian Press, Michelle Siu) Actress Scarlett Johansson poses for a photograph on the red carpet at the gala for the new movie " Under The Skin " during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival in Toronto on Monday, Sept. 9, 2013. (AP Photo/The Canadian Press, Nathan Denette) French actress Marion Cotillard arrives at the premiere of "Blood Ties" on day 5 of the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at the Roy Thomson Hall on Monday, Sept. 9, 2013 in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Actress Scarlett Johansson poses for a photograph on the red carpet at the gala for the new movie " Under The Skin " during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival in Toronto on Monday, Sept. 9, 2013. (AP Photo/The Canadian Press, Nathan Denette) Actor Adrien Brody, left, and Actress Olivia Wilde arrive at the premiere of "Third Person" on day 5 of the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at the Visa Screening Room at the Elgin Theatre on Monday, Sept. 9, 2013, in Toronto. (Photo by Arthur Mola/Invision/AP) French actress Marion Cotillard and companion director Guillaume Canet arrive at the premiere of "Blood Ties" on day 5 of the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at the Roy Thomson Hall on Monday, Sept. 9, 2013, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) French actress Marion Cotillard arrives at the premiere of "Blood Ties" on day 5 of the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at the Roy Thomson Hall on Monday, Sept. 9, 2013, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Actress Loan Chabanol arrives at the premiere of "Third Person" on day 5 of the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at the Visa Screening Room at the Elgin Theatre on Monday, Sept. 9, 2013, in Toronto. (Photo by Arthur Mola/Invision/AP) Actress Scarlett Johansson poses for a photograph on the red carpet at the gala for the new movie " Under The Skin " during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival in Toronto on Monday, Sept. 9, 2013. (AP Photo/The Canadian Press, Nathan Denette) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 09: Actress Julia Roberts arrives at the 'August: Osage County' Premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 9, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 09: Actress Julia Roberts arrives at the 'August: Osage County' Premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 9, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 09: Actors Julia Roberts (L) and Dermot Mulroney arrive at the 'August: Osage County' Premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 9, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 09: Actress Julia Roberts arrives at the 'August: Osage County' Premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 9, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) Actress Felicity Jones arrives at the premiere of "The Invisible Woman" on day 5 of the Toronto International Film Festival in the Visa Screening Room at the Elgin Theatre on Monday, Sept. 9, 2013, in Toronto. (Photo by Arthur Mola/Invision/AP) Lupita Nyong'o who stars in the new movie '12 Years a Slave' poses for a photograph on the red carpet at the gala for the new movie "The Invisible Woman" during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival in Toronto on Monday, Sept. 9, 2013. (AP Photo/The Canadian Press, Michelle Siu) Jennifer Morrison arrives at the premiere of "August: Osage County" on day 5 of the Toronto International Film Festival at the Roy Thomson Hall on Monday, Sept. 9, 2013, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Ralph Fiennes poses for a photograph on the red carpet at the gala for the film "The Invisible Woman" during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival in Toronto on Monday, September 9, 2013. (AP Photo/The Canadian Press, Michelle Siu) Actress Juliette Lewis poses for a photograph on the red carpet at the gala for the new movie " August, Osage County " during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival in Toronto on Monday, Sept. 9, 2013. (AP Photo/The Canadian Press, Nathan Denette) Actress Abigail Breslin poses for a photograph on the red carpet at the gala for the film "August, Osage County" during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival in Toronto on Monday, Sept. 9, 2013. (AP Photo/The Canadian Press, Nathan Denette) Actress Abigail Breslin poses for a photograph on the red carpet at the gala for the film "August, Osage County" during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival in Toronto on Monday, Sept. 9, 2013. (AP Photo/The Canadian Press, Nathan Denette) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 09: Actress/ producer Jessica Chastain arrives at the 'The Disappearance Of Eleanor Rigby: Him And Her' Premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at The Elgin on September 9, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Alberto E. Rodriguez/Getty Images) Actress Jessica Chastain, left, and actor James McAvoy arrive at the premiere of "The Disappearance of Eleanor Rigby: Him and Her" on day 5 of the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival in the Visa Screening Room at the Elgin Theatre on Monday, Sept. 9, 2013 in Toronto. (Photo by Arthur Mola/Invision/AP) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 09: Actress/ producer Jessica Chastain arrives at the 'The Disappearance Of Eleanor Rigby: Him And Her' Premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at The Elgin on September 9, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Alberto E. Rodriguez/Getty Images) Actress Jessica Chastain arrives at the premiere of "The Disappearance of Eleanor Rigby: Him and Her" on day 5 of the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival in the Visa Screening Room at the Elgin Theatre on Monday, Sept. 9, 2013 in Toronto. (Photo by Arthur Mola/Invision/AP) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 09: Actress Jessica Chastain (L) and actress Scarlett Johansson attend the Variety Studio at Holt Renfrew during the 2103 Toronto International Film Festival on September 9, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Michael Buckner/Getty Images for Variety) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 09: Actress Jessica Chastain (L) and actor James McAvoy attend the Variety Studio presented by Moroccanoil at Holt Renfrew during the 2103 Toronto International Film Festival on September 9, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Michael Buckner/Getty Images for Variety) Actress Sandra Bullock attends the press conference for "Gravity" on day 5 of the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at the TIFF Bell Lightbox on Monday, Sept. 9, 2013 in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Madalina Ghenea poses at the press conference for "Dom Hemingway" on day 5 of the Toronto International Film Festival at the TIFF Bell Lightbox on Monday, Sept. 9, 2013, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Emilia Clarke poses at the press conference for "Dom Hemingway" on day 5 of the Toronto International Film Festival at the TIFF Bell Lightbox on Monday, Sept. 9, 2013, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Actress Olivia Wilde poses for a photograph on the red carpet at the gala for the new movie "Rush" during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival in Toronto on Sunday, Sept. 8, 2013. (AP Photo/The Canadian Press, Nathan Denette) Colin Firth, a cast member in "Devil's Knot," poses at the premiere of the film on day 4 of the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival in the Visa Screening Room at the Elgin Theatre on Sunday, Sept. 8, 2013 in Toronto. (Photo by Chris Pizzello/Invision/AP) Mireille Enos, a cast member in "Devil's Knot," poses at the premiere of the film on day 4 of the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival in the Visa Screening Room at the Elgin Theatre on Sunday, Sept. 8, 2013 in Toronto. (Photo by Chris Pizzello/Invision/AP) IMAGE DISTRIBUTED FOR FOX SEARCHLIGHT - Jude Law and Emilia Clarke attend the party for Fox Searchlight's Premiere of "Dom Hemmingway" at the Toronto International Film Festival on Sunday, Sept. 8, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Todd Williamson/Invision for Fox Searchlight/AP Images) IMAGE DISTRIBUTED FOR FOX SEARCHLIGHT - Madalina Diana Ghenea attends Fox Searchlight's Premiere of "Dom Hemmingway" at the Toronto International Film Festival on Sunday, Sept. 8, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Todd Williamson/Invision for Fox Searchlight/AP Images) IMAGE DISTRIBUTED FOR FOX SEARCHLIGHT - Emilia Clarke attends Fox Searchlight's Premiere of "Dom Hemmingway" at the Toronto International Film Festival on Sunday, Sept. 8, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Todd Williamson/Invision for Fox Searchlight/AP Images) Actor Daniel Bruhl poses for a photograph on the red carpet at the gala for the new movie "Rush" during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival in Toronto on Sunday, Sept. 8, 2013. (AP Photo/The Canadian Press, Nathan Denette) Actor Chris Hemsworth, left, and his wife Elsa Pataky pose for a photograph on the red carpet at the gala for the new movie "Rush" during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival in Toronto on Sunday, Sept. 8, 2013. (AP Photo/The Canadian Press, Nathan Denette) Actress Olivia Wilde poses for a photograph on the red carpet at the gala for the new movie "Rush" during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival in Toronto on Sunday, Sept. 8, 2013. (AP Photo/The Canadian Press, Nathan Denette) Jesse Eisenberg poses for a photograph on the red carpet at the gala for the new movie "Night Moves" during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival in Toronto on Sunday, Sept. 8, 2013. (AP Photo/The Canadian Press, Michelle Siu) Filmmaker Kelly Reichardt, left, along with actress Dakota Fanning, centre, and actor Jesse Eisenberg, right, pose for a photograph on the red carpet at the gala for the new movie "Night Moves" during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival in Toronto on Sunday, Sept. 8, 2013. (AP Photo/The Canadian Press, Michelle Siu) Actress Olivia Wilde poses for a photograph on the red carpet at the gala for the new movie "Rush" during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival in Toronto on Sunday, Sept. 8, 2013. (AP Photo/The Canadian Press, Nathan Denette) Dakota Fanning poses for a photograph on the red carpet at the gala for the new movie "Night Moves" during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival in Toronto on Sunday, Sept. 8, 2013. (AP Photo/The Canadian Press, Michelle Siu) Dakota Fanning poses for a photograph on the red carpet at the gala for the new movie "Night Moves" during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival in Toronto on Sunday, Sept. 8, 2013. (AP Photo/The Canadian Press, Michelle Siu) IMAGE DISTRIBUTED FOR FOX SEARCHLIGHT - Tom Felton and Jade Olivia attend Fox Searchlight's Premiere of "Belle" at the Toronto International Film Festival on Sunday, Sept. 8, 2013 in Toronto. (Photo by Todd Williamson/Invision for Fox Searchlight/AP Images) Actor Taylor Kitsch poses for a photograph on the red carpet at the gala for the new movie "The Grand Seduction" during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival in Toronto on Sunday, Sept. 8, 2013. (AP Photo/The Canadian Press, Nathan Denette) Sandra Bullock arrives at the premiere of "Gravity" on day 4 of the Toronto International Film Festival at The Princess of Wales Theatre on Sunday, Sept. 8, 2013, in Toronto. (Photo by Chris Pizzello/Invision/AP) Sandra Bullock arrives at the premiere of "Gravity" on day 4 of the Toronto International Film Festival at The Princess of Wales Theatre on Sunday, Sept. 8, 2013, in Toronto. (Photo by Chris Pizzello/Invision/AP) Sandra Bullock arrives at the premiere of "Gravity" on day 4 of the Toronto International Film Festival at The Princess of Wales Theatre on Sunday, Sept. 8, 2013, in Toronto. (Photo by Chris Pizzello/Invision/AP) Actress Sandra Bullock arrives at the premiere of "Gravity" on day 4 of the Toronto International Film Festival at The Princess of Wales Theatre on Sunday, Sept. 8, 2013, in Toronto. (Photo by Chris Pizzello/Invision/AP) Actors Don McKella, left, and Kim Cattrall pose for a photograph on the red carpet at the gala for the new movie "The Grand Seduction" during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival in Toronto on Sunday, Sept. 8, 2013. (AP Photo/The Canadian Press, Nathan Denette) Actress Liane Balaban poses for a photograph on the red carpet at the gala for the new movie "The Grand Seduction" during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival in Toronto on Sunday, Sept. 8, 2013. (AP Photo/The Canadian Press, Nathan Denette) Actress Jennifer Morrison arrives at the premiere of "Gravity" on day 4 of the Toronto International Film Festival at The Princess of Wales Theatre on Sunday, Sept. 8, 2013, in Toronto. (Photo by Chris Pizzello/Invision/AP) From left, director Alfonso Cuaron, actress Sandra Bullock, producer David Heyman and writer Jonas Cuaron arrive at the premiere of "Gravity" on day 4 of the Toronto International Film Festival at The Princess of Wales Theatre on Sunday, Sept. 8, 2013, in Toronto. (Photo by Chris Pizzello/Invision/AP) Actor Jake Gyllenhaal arrives at the premiere of "Enemy" on day 4 of the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at the Ryerson Theatre on Sunday, Sept. 8, 2013 in Toronto. (Photo by Arthur Mola/Invision/AP) Actor Jake Gyllenhaal arrives at the premiere of "Enemy" on day 4 of the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at the Ryerson Theatre on Sunday, Sept. 8, 2013 in Toronto. (Photo by Arthur Mola/Invision/AP) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 08: Actor Daniel Radcliffe attends 'The F Word' Press Conference during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at TIFF Bell Lightbox on September 8, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Alberto E. Rodriguez/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 08: (L-R) Actors Daniel Radcliffe, Zoe Kazan and Adam Driver attend 'The F Word' Press Conference during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at TIFF Bell Lightbox on September 8, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Alberto E. Rodriguez/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 08: Actress Gugu Mbatha-Raw arrives at the 'Belle' Premiere during 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at The Elgin on September 8, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Kempin/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 08: Actor Chiwetel Ejiofor (R) and guest arrive at the 'Half Of A Yellow Sun' Premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at the Winter Garden Theatre on September 8, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jerod Harris/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 08: (L-R) Actress Catherine Keener, director Nicole Holofcener, actress Julia Louis-Dreyfus and actress Toni Collette attend 'Enough Said' Press Conference during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at TIFF Bell Lightbox on September 8, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Alberto E. Rodriguez/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 08: Actor Tom Felton arrives at the 'Belle' Premiere during 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at The Elgin on September 8, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Kempin/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 08: Actor Irrfan Khan arrives at the 'The Lunchbox' Premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 8, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jag Gundu/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 08: Actress Imogen Poots attends Variety Studio Presented by Moroccanoil at Holt Renfrew during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival on September 8, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Michael Buckner/Getty Images for Variety) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 08: Actor Tom Wilkinson arrives at the 'Belle' Premiere during 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at The Elgin on September 8, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Kempin/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 08: La La Anthony attends Variety Studio Presented by Moroccanoil at Holt Renfrew during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival on September 8, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Michael Buckner/Getty Images for Variety) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 08: Actress Emily Watson arrives at the 'Belle' Premiere during 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at The Elgin on September 8, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Kempin/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 08: Novelist Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie arrives at the 'Half Of A Yellow Sun' Premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at the Winter Garden Theatre on September 8, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jerod Harris/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 08: Actress Thandie Newton arrives at the 'Half Of A Yellow Sun' Premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at the Winter Garden Theatre on September 8, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jerod Harris/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 08: (L-R) Actors Anika Noni Rose, Chiwetel Ejiofor and Thandie Newton arrive at the 'Half Of A Yellow Sun' Premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at the Winter Garden Theatre on September 8, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jerod Harris/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 08: Actress Anika Noni Rose arrives at the 'Half Of A Yellow Sun' Premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at the Winter Garden Theatre on September 8, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jerod Harris/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 08: Actress Thandie Newton attends Variety Studio presented by Moroccanoil at Holt Renfrew during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival on September 8, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Michael Buckner/Getty Images for Variety) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 08: (L-R) Actors Anika Noni Rose, Chiwetel Ejiofor and Thandie Newton arrive at the 'Half Of A Yellow Sun' Premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at the Winter Garden Theatre on September 8, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jerod Harris/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 08: Actress Troi Zee attends Variety Studio Presented by Moroccanoil at Holt Renfrew during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival on September 8, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Michael Buckner/Getty Images for Variety) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 08: Actress Genevieve Nnaji arrives at the 'Half Of A Yellow Sun' Premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at the Winter Garden Theatre on September 8, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jerod Harris/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 08: Actress Sophie Kennedy Clark attends Variety Studio Presented by Moroccanoil at Holt Renfrew during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival on September 8, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Michael Buckner/Getty Images for Variety) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 08: Actress Sharon Leal attends Variety Studio Presented by Moroccanoil at Holt Renfrew during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival on September 8, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Michael Buckner/Getty Images for Variety) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 08: Actress Sophie Kennedy Clark arrives at the'Philomena' Premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at the Princess of Wales Theatre on September 8, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Aaron Harris/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 08: Tokini Peterside (L) and Hameed Abubakar arrives at the 'Half Of A Yellow Sun' Premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at the Winter Garden Theatre on September 8, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jerod Harris/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 07: Actor Jared Leto arrives at the 'Dallas Buyers Club' premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Princess of Wales Theatre on September 7, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 08: Helen Ogunbiyi (L) and Labi Ogunbiyi arrive at the 'Half Of A Yellow Sun' Premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at the Winter Garden Theatre on September 8, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jerod Harris/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 07: Actress Jennifer Garner arrives at the 'Dallas Buyers Club' premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Princess of Wales Theatre on September 7, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 07: (L-R) Actors Jennifer Garner, Matthew McConaughey and Jared Leto arrive at the 'Dallas Buyers Club' premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Princess of Wales Theatre on September 7, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 07: Actor Jared Leto arrives at the 'Dallas Buyers Club' premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Princess of Wales Theatre on September 7, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 07: Actor Matthew McConaughey arrives at the 'Dallas Buyers Club' premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Princess of Wales Theatre on September 7, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 07: Actress Jennifer Garner arrives at the 'Dallas Buyers Club' premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Princess of Wales Theatre on September 7, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 07: Documenatry subjects Alice Cooper (L) and Shep Gordon attend the 'Supermensch: The Legend Of Shep Gordon' premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Princess of Wales Theatre on September 7, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Alberto E. Rodriguez/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 07: Actor Jesse Eisneberg, producer Robin C. Fox and producer Amina Dasmal arrive to the premiere of 'The Double' during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Winter Garden Theatre on September 7, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Michael Buckner/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 07: Actress Mia Wasikowska (L) and actor Jesse Eisenberg arrive to the premiere of 'The Double' during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Winter Garden Theatre on September 7, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Michael Buckner/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 07: Director Mike Myers attends the 'Supermensch: The Legend Of Shep Gordon' premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Princess of Wales Theatre on September 7, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Alberto E. Rodriguez/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 07: Actress Mia Wasikowska (L) and actor Jesse Eisenberg arrive to the premiere of 'The Double' during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Winter Garden Theatre on September 7, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Michael Buckner/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 07: Actor Daniel Radcliffe attends the Sony Pictures Classics' cast dinner during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Creme Brasserie on September 7, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Amanda Edwards/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 07: Actor Daniel Radcliffe (L) attends the Sony Pictures Classics' cast dinner during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Creme Brasserie on September 7, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Aaron Harris/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 07: Actor James Van Der Beek attends the 'Labor Day' premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Ryerson Theatre on September 7, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Alberto E. Rodriguez/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 07: Actor Michael C. Hall attends the Sony Pictures Classics' cast dinner during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Creme Brasserie on September 7, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Amanda Edwards/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 07: Director/actor Ralph Fiennes attends the Sony Pictures Classics' cast dinner during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Creme Brasserie on September 7, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Amanda Edwards/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 07: Actress Amy Poehler attends the 'You Are Here' premiere at Ryerson Theatre during 2013 Toronto International Film Festival on September 7, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Alberto E. Rodriguez/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 07: Actress Juliette Binoche attends the 'Words And Pictures' premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 7, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Alberto E. Rodriguez/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 07: Actor Clive Owen (L) and actress Juliette Binoche attend the 'Words And Pictures' premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 7, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Alberto E. Rodriguez/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 07: Actress Marine Vacth attends the Unifrance Party during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival held at Le Germain Hotel on September 7, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Kempin/Getty Images for Unifrance) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 07: Actress Vanessa Paradis arrives at the 'Fading Gigolo' premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Isabel Bader Theatre on September 7, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Michael Buckner/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 07: Actress Eugenia Kuzmina arrives at the 'Fading Gigolo' premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Isabel Bader Theatre on September 7, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Michael Buckner/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 07: Director/actor John Turturro (L) and Actress Vanessa Paradis arrive at the 'Fading Gigolo' premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Isabel Bader Theatre on September 7, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Michael Buckner/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 07: Actress Felicity Jones attends the Sony Pictures Classics' Cast Dinner during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival held at Creme Brasserie on September 7, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Amanda Edwards/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 07: Actor Clive Owen attends the 'Words And Pictures' premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 7, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Alberto E. Rodriguez/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 07: Actor Clive Owen (L) and actress Juliette Binoche attend the 'Words And Pictures' premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 7, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Alberto E. Rodriguez/Getty Images) Kimberly Van Der Beek, left, and James Van Der Beek arrive at the premiere of "Labor Day" on day 3 of the Toronto International Film Festival at the Ryerson Theatre on Saturday, Sept. 7, 2013, in Toronto. (Photo by Todd Williamson/Invision/AP) Jason Reitman, from left, Kate Winslet, Josh Brolin and James Van Der Beek arrive at the premiere of "Labor Day" on day 3 of the Toronto International Film Festival at the Ryerson Theatre on Saturday, Sept. 7, 2013, in Toronto. (Photo by Todd Williamson/Invision/AP) Kate Winslet arrives at the premiere of "Labor Day" on day 3 of the Toronto International Film Festival at the Ryerson Theatre on Saturday, Sept. 7, 2013, in Toronto. (Photo by Todd Williamson/Invision/AP) Kimberly Van Der Beek, left, and James Van Der Beek arrive at the premiere of "Labor Day" on day 3 of the Toronto International Film Festival at the Ryerson Theatre on Saturday, Sept. 7, 2013, in Toronto. (Photo by Todd Williamson/Invision/AP) James Van Der Beek arrives at the premiere of "Labor Day" on day 3 of the Toronto International Film Festival at the Ryerson Theatre on Saturday, Sept. 7, 2013, in Toronto. (Photo by Todd Williamson/Invision/AP) Keira Knightley arrives at the premiere of "Can A Song Save Your life" on day 3 of the Toronto International Film Festival at The Princess of Wales Theatre on Saturday, Sept. 7, 2013, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Keira Knightley arrives at the premiere of "Can A Song Save Your Life" on day 3 of the Toronto International Film Festival at The Princess of Wales Theatre on Saturday, Sept. 7, 2013, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Keira Knightley arrives at the premiere of "Can A Song Save Your Life" on day 3 of the Toronto International Film Festival at The Princess of Wales Theatre on Saturday, Sept. 7, 2013, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Catherine Keener arrives at the premiere of "Can A Song Save Your Life" on day 3 of the Toronto International Film Festival at The Princess of Wales Theatre on Saturday, Sept. 7, 2013, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Catherine Keener arrives at the premiere of "Can A Song Save Your Life" on day 3 of the Toronto International Film Festival at The Princess of Wales Theatre on Saturday, Sept. 7, 2013, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Adam Levine arrives at the premiere of "Can A Song Save Your Life" on day 3 of the Toronto International Film Festival at The Princess of Wales Theatre on Saturday, Sept. 7, 2013, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Kate Winslet poses for a photograph on the red carpet at the gala for the movie "Labor Day" during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival in Toronto on Saturday, Sept. 7, 2013. (AP Photo/The Canadian Press, Chris Young) Kate Winslet poses for a photograph on the red carpet at the gala for the movie "Labor Day" during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival in Toronto on Saturday, Sept. 7, 2013. (AP Photo/The Canadian Press, Chris Young) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 07: Actress Kate Winslet and actor Josh Brolin attends 'Labor Day' Press Conference during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at TIFF Bell Lightbox on September 7, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 07: Actress Felicity Jones attends 'The Invisible Woman' Press Conference during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at TIFF Bell Lightbox on September 7, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 07: Actress Catherine Keener arrives at the 'Enough Said' premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at The Elgin on September 7, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Kempin/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 07: Actress Tracey Fairaway arrives at the 'Enough Said' premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at The Elgin on September 7, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Kempin/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 07: Actor Jeremy Irvine attends 'The Railway Man' Press Conference during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at TIFF Bell Lightbox on September 7, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Matt Cowan/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 07: Actor Tom Felton attends the 'Therese' premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Isabel Bader Theatre on September 7, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Amanda Edwards/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 07: Actress Elizabeth Olsen attends the 'Therese' premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Isabel Bader Theatre on September 7, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Amanda Edwards/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 07: Actress Elizabeth Olsen attends the 'Therese' premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Isabel Bader Theatre on September 7, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Amanda Edwards/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 07: Actress Jessica Lange attends the 'Therese' premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Isabel Bader Theatre on September 7, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Amanda Edwards/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 07: Actress Elizabeth Olsen attends the 'Therese' premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Isabel Bader Theatre on September 7, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Amanda Edwards/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 07: Actor Tom Felton (L) and girlfriend Jade Olivia attend the 'Therese' premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Isabel Bader Theatre on September 7, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Amanda Edwards/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 07: Actress Elizabeth Olsen attends the 'Therese' premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Isabel Bader Theatre on September 7, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Amanda Edwards/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 07: Actor Tom Felton attends the 'Therese' premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Isabel Bader Theatre on September 7, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Amanda Edwards/Getty Images) Kat Steffens arrives at the premiere of "Parkland" on day 2 of the Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on Friday, Sept. 6, 2013, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Amy Poehler poses for a photo on the red carpet at the gala for the new movie "You Are Here" during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival in Toronto on Saturday, Sept. 7, 2013. (AP Photo/The Canadian Press, Michelle Siu) Amy Poehler poses for a photo on the red carpet at the gala for the new movie "You Are Here" during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival in Toronto on Saturday, Sept. 7, 2013. (AP Photo/The Canadian Press, Michelle Siu) IMAGE DISTRIBUTED FOR FOX SEARCHLIGHT - Julia Louis Dreyfus is seen at Fox Searchlight's Premiere of "Enough Said", on Saturday, September 7th, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Todd Williamson/Invision for Fox Searchlight/AP Images) Laura Ramsey, left, and Amy Poehler talk on the red carpet at the gala for the new movie "You Are Here" during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival in Toronto on Saturday, Sept. 7, 2013. (AP Photo/The Canadian Press, Michelle Siu) IMAGE DISTRIBUTED FOR FOX SEARCHLIGHT - Toni Collette and Julia Louis Dreyfus are seen at Fox Searchlight's Premiere of "Enough Said", on Saturday, September 7th, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Todd Williamson/Invision for Fox Searchlight/AP Images) Actors Jake Gyllenhaal (L) and Hugh Jackman arrive at the 'Prisoners' premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at The Elgin on September 6, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by George Pimentel/WireImage) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actor Hugh Jackman arrives at the 'Prisoners' premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at The Elgin on September 6, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actor Jake Gyllenhaal arrives at the 'Prisoners' Premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival held at The Elgin on September 6, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) IMAGE DISTRIBUTED FOR WARNER BROS. - Maria Bello and Hugh Jackman seen at Warner Bros. 'Prisoners' Premiere at 2013 TIFF presented by Audi, on Friday, Sep, 6, 2013 in Toronto. (Photo by Eric Charbonneau/Invision for Warner Bros. Pictures/AP Images) Tom Welling poses for a photograph on the red carpet at the gala for the new movie "Parkland" during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival in Toronto on Friday, Sept. 6, 2013. (AP Photo/The Canadian Press, Frank Gunn) IMAGE DISTRIBUTED FOR WARNER BROS. - Jake Gyllenhaal seen at Warner Bros. 'Prisoners' Premiere at 2013 TIFF presented by Audi, on Friday, Sep, 6, 2013 in Toronto. (Photo by Eric Charbonneau/Invision for Warner Bros. Pictures/AP Images) Bitsie Tulloch poses for a photograph on the red carpet at the gala for the new movie "Parkland" during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival in Toronto on Friday, Sept. 6, 2013. (AP Photo/The Canadian Press, Frank Gunn) Kat Steffens poses for a photograph on the red carpet at the gala for the new movie "Parkland" during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival in Toronto on Friday, Sept. 6, 2013. (AP Photo/The Canadian Press, Frank Gunn) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actor Jeremy Irvine arrives at 'The Railway Man' Premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 6, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Alberto E. Rodriguez/Getty Images) Colin Hanks poses for a photograph on the red carpet at the gala for the new movie "Parkland" during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival in Toronto on Friday, Sept. 6, 2013. (AP Photo/The Canadian Press, Frank Gunn) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: (L-R) Executive Producer Joe Hill, Actors Daniel Radcliffe, Mitchell Kummen and Juno Temple arrive at the 'Horns' premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Bloor Hot Docs Cinema on September 6, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Aaron Harris/Getty Images) Zac Efron poses for a photograph on the red carpet at the gala for the new movie "Parkland" during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival in Toronto on Friday, Sept. 6, 2013. (AP Photo/The Canadian Press, Frank Gunn) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actors Daniel Radcliffe, (L) and Mitchell Kummen arrive at the 'Horns' premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Bloor Hot Docs Cinema on September 6, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Aaron Harris/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Producer Livia Giuggioli and actor Colin Firth arrive at 'The Railway Man' Premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 6, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Alberto E. Rodriguez/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actress Toni Collette arrives at the 'Lucky Them' premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Isabel Bader Theatre on September 6, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Peter Bregg/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actors Daniel Radcliffe and Juno Temple arrive at the 'Horns' premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Bloor Hot Docs Cinema on September 6, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Aaron Harris/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: (L-R) Actors Daniel Radcliffe, Mitchell Kummen, Juno Temple and director Alexandre Aja arrive at the 'Horns' premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Bloor Hot Docs Cinema on September 6, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Aaron Harris/Getty Images) Michael Fassbender, left, and director Steve McQueen arrive at the premiere for "12 Years a Slave" on day 2 of the Toronto International Film Festival at The Princess of Wales Theatre on Friday, Sept. 6, 2013, in Toronto. (Photo by Chris Pizzelloi/Invision/AP) Benedict Cumberbatch arrives at the premiere for "12 Years a Slave" on day 2 of the Toronto International Film Festival at The Princess of Wales Theatre on Friday, Sept. 6, 2013, in Toronto. (Photo by Chris Pizzelloi/Invision/AP) Paul Dano arrives at the premiere for "12 Years a Slave" on day 2 of the Toronto International Film Festival at The Princess of Wales Theatre on Friday, Sept. 6, 2013, in Toronto. (Photo by Chris Pizzelloi/Invision/AP) Michael Fassbender arrives at the premiere for "12 Years a Slave" on day 2 of the Toronto International Film Festival at The Princess of Wales Theatre on Friday, Sept. 6, 2013, in Toronto. (Photo by Chris Pizzelloi/Invision/AP) Michael Fassbender arrives at the premiere for "12 Years a Slave" on day 2 of the Toronto International Film Festival at The Princess of Wales Theatre on Friday, Sept. 6, 2013, in Toronto. (Photo by Chris Pizzelloi/Invision/AP) Paul Giamatti arrives at the premiere for "12 Years a Slave" on day 2 of the Toronto International Film Festival at The Princess of Wales Theatre on Friday, Sept. 6, 2013, in Toronto. (Photo by Chris Pizzelloi/Invision/AP) Lupita Nyong'o arrives at the premiere for "12 Years a Slave" on day 2 of the Toronto International Film Festival at The Princess of Wales Theatre on Friday, Sept. 6, 2013, in Toronto. (Photo by Chris Pizzelloi/Invision/AP) La La Anthony arrives at the premiere for "12 Years a Slave" on day 2 of the Toronto International Film Festival at The Princess of Wales Theatre on Friday, Sept. 6, 2013, in Toronto. (Photo by Chris Pizzelloi/Invision/AP) Adepero Oduye arrives at the premiere for "12 Years a Slave" on day 2 of the Toronto International Film Festival at The Princess of Wales Theatre on Friday, Sept. 6, 2013, in Toronto. (Photo by Chris Pizzelloi/Invision/AP) Lupita Nyong'o arrives at the premiere for "12 Years a Slave" on day 2 of the Toronto International Film Festival at The Princess of Wales Theatre on Friday, Sept. 6, 2013, in Toronto. (Photo by Chris Pizzelloi/Invision/AP) Jeremy Irvine arrives at the premiere for "The Railway Man" on day 2 of the Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on Friday, Sept. 6, 2013, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) CORRECTS SPELLING TO BOOGIE - Jason Sudeikis arrives at Jason Reitman's live reading of "Boogie Nights" on day 2 of the Toronto International Film Festival at the Ryerson Theatre on Friday, Sept. 6, 2013, in Toronto. (Photo by Arthur Mola/Invision/AP) CORRECTS SPELLING TO BOOGIE - Dakota Fanning arrives at Jason Reitman's live reading of "Boogie Nights" on day 2 of the Toronto International Film Festival at the Ryerson Theatre on Friday, Sept. 6, 2013, in Toronto. (Photo by Arthur Mola/Invision/AP) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actor/ producer Brad Pitt arrives at the '12 Years A Slave' Premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Princess of Wales Theatre on September 6, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actor/ producer Brad Pitt arrives at the '12 Years A Slave' Premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Princess of Wales Theatre on September 6, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actress Nicole Kidman arrives at 'The Railway Man' Premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 6, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Alberto E. Rodriguez/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actress Lupita Nyong'o arrives at the '12 Years A Slave' Premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival Princess of Wales Theatre on September 6, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actor/ producer Brad Pitt arrives at the '12 Years A Slave' Premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Princess of Wales Theatre on September 6, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actor/ producer Brad Pitt arrives at the '12 Years A Slave' Premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Princess of Wales Theatre on September 6, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actor Paul Dano arrives at the '12 Years A Slave' Premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival Princess of Wales Theatre on September 6, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actress Sarah Paulson arrives at the '12 Years A Slave' Premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival Princess of Wales Theatre on September 6, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actress Sarah Paulson arrives at the '12 Years A Slave' Premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival Princess of Wales Theatre on September 6, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actress Alfre Woodard arrives at the '12 Years A Slave' Premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival Princess of Wales Theatre on September 6, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actress Adepero Oduye arrives at the '12 Years A Slave' Premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival Princess of Wales Theatre on September 6, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actress Nicole Kidman arrives at 'The Railway Man' Premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 6, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Alberto E. Rodriguez/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actor/ producer Brad Pitt arrives at the '12 Years A Slave' Premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Princess of Wales Theatre on September 6, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actress Nicole Kidman arrives at 'The Railway Man' Premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 6, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Alberto E. Rodriguez/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actress Nicole Kidman arrives at 'The Railway Man' Premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 6, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Alberto E. Rodriguez/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actor/ producer Brad Pitt arrives at the '12 Years A Slave' Premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Princess of Wales Theatre on September 6, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) Brad Pitt arrives at the premiere for "12 Years a Slave" on day 2 of the Toronto International Film Festival at The Princess of Wales Theatre on Friday, Sept. 6, 2013, in Toronto. (Photo by Chris Pizzelloi/Invision/AP) Brad Pitt arrives at the premiere for "12 Years a Slave" on day 2 of the Toronto International Film Festival at The Princess of Wales Theatre on Friday, Sept. 6, 2013, in Toronto. (Photo by Chris Pizzelloi/Invision/AP) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actress Sami Gayle arrives at 'Hateship Loveship' Premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Princess of Wales Theatre on September 6, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actress Kristen Wiig arrives at 'Hateship Loveship' Premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Princess of Wales Theatre on September 6, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) Kristen Wiig, a cast member in "Hateship Loveship," poses at the premiere of the film on day 2 of the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at The Princess of Wales Theatre on Friday, Sept. 6, 2013 in Toronto. (Photo by Chris Pizzello/Invision/AP) Kristen Wiig, a cast member in "Hateship Loveship," waves to fans before heading into the theater for the premiere of the film on day 2 of the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at The Princess of Wales Theatre on Friday, Sept. 6, 2013 in Toronto. (Photo by Chris Pizzello/Invision/AP) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 05: Actress Mia Wasikowska (L) and actor Tom Hiddleston attend the 'Only Lovers Left Alive' premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Ryerson Theatre on September 5, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Alberto E. Rodriguez/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 05: (L-R) Actors Tom Hiddleston, Mia Wasikowska and Anton Yelchin attend the 'Only Lovers Left Alive' premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Ryerson Theatre on September 5, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Alberto E. Rodriguez/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 05: Actress Mia Wasikowska attends the 'Only Lovers Left Alive' premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Ryerson Theatre on September 5, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Alberto E. Rodriguez/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 05: Actress Mia Wasikowska attends the 'Only Lovers Left Alive' premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Ryerson Theatre on September 5, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Alberto E. Rodriguez/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 05: Actress Caitlin Stasey arrives at the 'All Cheerleaders Die' premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Ryerson Theatre on September 5, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Alberto E. Rodriguez/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 05: Actresses Sianoa Smit-McPhee (L) and Reanin Johannink arrive at the 'All Cheerleaders Die' premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Ryerson Theatre on September 5, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Alberto E. Rodriguez/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 05: Actress Reanin Johannink arrives at the 'All Cheerleaders Die' premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Ryerson Theatre on September 5, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Alberto E. Rodriguez/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 05: Actress Amanda Grace Cooper arrives at the 'All Cheerleaders Die' premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Ryerson Theatre on September 5, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Alberto E. Rodriguez/Getty Images) Actor Benedict Cumberbatch attends the opening night "The Fifth Estate" gala at Roy Thomson Hall during 2013 Toronto International Film Festival on Thursday, Sept. 5, 2013, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Actress Carice Van Houten poses for photographs as she arrives at the gala for the new movie "The Fifth Estate" during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival in Toronto on Thursday, Sept. 5, 2013. (AP Photo/The Canadian Press, Frank Gunn) Actor Dan Stevens attends the opening night "The Fifth Estate" gala at Roy Thomson Hall during 2013 Toronto International Film Festival on Thursday, Sept. 5, 2013, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Actress Carice Van Houten attends the opening night gala for "The Fifth Estate" at Roy Thomson Hall during 2013 Toronto International Film Festival on Thursday, Sept. 5, 2013, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Actor Daniel Bruhl attends the opening night gala for "The Fifth Estate" at Roy Thomson Hall during 2013 Toronto International Film Festival on Thursday, Sept. 5, 2013, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Actor Dan Stevens poses for photographs on the red carpet at the gala for the new movie "The Fifth Estate" during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival in Toronto on Thursday, Sept. 5, 2013. (AP Photo/The Canadian Press, Frank Gunn) Actor Benedict Cumberbatch poses for a photographs on the red carpet at the gala for the new movie "The Fifth Estate" during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival in Toronto on Thursday, Sept. 5, 2013. (AP Photo/The Canadian Press, Frank Gunn) Benedict Cumberbatch walks on the red carpet at the gala for the new movie "The Fifth Estate" during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival in Toronto on Thursday, Sept. 5, 2013. (AP Photo/The Canadian Press, Frank Gunn) Alicia Vikander poses for a photograph on the red carpet at the gala for the new movie "The Fifth Estate" during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival in Toronto on Thursday, Sept. 5, 2013. (AP Photo/The Canadian Press, Frank Gunn) Actor Daniel Bruhl walks the red carpet at the gala for the new movie "The Fifth Estate" during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival in Toronto on Thursday, Sept. 5, 2013. (AP Photo/The Canadian Press, Nathan Denette) Actor Daniel Bruhl, right, poses for photographs on the red carpet at the gala for the new movie "The Fifth Estate" during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival in Toronto on Thursday, Sept. 5, 2013. (AP Photo/The Canadian Press, Nathan Denette) Actor Benedict Cumberbatch, right, poses for photographs on the red carpet at the gala for the new movie "The Fifth Estate" during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival in Toronto on Thursday, Sept. 5, 2013. (AP Photo/The Canadian Press, Frank Gunn) Glenn Close, a cast member in the 1983 film "The Big Chill," poses for photographers before a reunion screening of the film at the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at The Princess of Wales Theatre on Thursday, Sept. 5, 2013 in Toronto. (Photo by Chris Pizzello/Invision/AP) Mary Kay Place, left, Kevin Kline, center, and JoBeth Williams, cast members in the 1983 film "The Big Chill," pose before a reunion screening of the film at the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at The Princess of Wales Theatre on Thursday, Sept. 5, 2013 in Toronto. (Photo by Chris Pizzello/Invision/AP) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 05: Actress Meg Tilly arrives at 'The Big Chill' 30th Anniversary screening during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Princess of Wales Theatre on September 5, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Alberto E. Rodriguez/Getty Images) Cast members, from left, Glenn Close, Mary Kay Place, Kevin Kline, Meg Tilly, Tom Berenger and JoBeth Williams pose before a reunion screening of the 1983 film "The Big Chill" at the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at The Princess of Wales Theatre on Thursday, Sept. 5, 2013 in Toronto. (Photo by Chris Pizzello/Invision/AP) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 05: (L-R) Actors Mary Kay Place, Kevin Kline and JoBeth Williams arrive at 'The Big Chill' 30th Anniversary screening during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Princess of Wales Theatre on September 5, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Alberto E. Rodriguez/Getty Images) (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) (Photo by Aaron Harris/Getty Images) (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) (Photo by Joe Scarnici/Getty Images) (Photo by Toby Canham/Getty Images) (Photo by Jerod Harris/Getty Images For Vitaminwater) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 07: Actress Keira Knightley attends the 'Anna Karenina' premiere during the 2012 Toronto International Film Festival at The Elgin on September 7, 2012 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) (Photo by Alberto E. Rodriguez/Getty Images) (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) (Photo by Donald Weber / Getty Images) (Photo by Alberto E. Rodriguez/Getty Images) (Photo by Mark Davis/Getty Images) (Photo by Sonia Recchia/Getty Images) (Photo by C.J. LaFrance/Getty Images) (Photo by Peter Bregg/Getty Images) (Photo by Terry Rice/Getty Images) (Photo by Alberto E. Rodriguez/Getty Images) (Photo by C.J. LaFrance/Getty Images) (AP Photo/Evan Agostini) (AP Photo/Evan Agostini) (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) (AP Photo/The Canadian Press, Nathan Denette) (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) (Photo by Jag Gundu/Getty Images) (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) (Photo by Joe Scarnici/Getty Images for WGC) Actress Emily Blunt arrives at premiere for "Arthur Newman" during the Toronto International Film Festival on Monday Sept. 10, 2012 in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) (Photo by Alberto E. Rodriguez/Getty Images) (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) (Photo by Evan Agostini/Getty Images) (Photo by Sonia Recchia/Getty Images) (Photo by Evan Agostini/Getty Images) Credit: Getty Credit: Getty Credit: Getty Credit: Getty Credit: WireImage Credit: Getty Credit: Getty Credit: Getty Credit: Getty Credit: Getty Credit: Getty Credit: Getty Credit: CP Credit: Getty Credit: Getty Credit: Getty Credit: WireImage Credit: Getty Credit: WireImage Credit: Getty Images Credit: WireImage Credit: Getty Credit: Getty Credit: Getty Credit: Getty Credit: WireImage Credit: Getty Credit: Getty Credit: Getty Credit: Getty Credit: Getty Credit: Getty Credit: Getty Credit: Getty Credit: WireImage Credit: Getty Credit: Getty Credit: Getty Credit: Getty Credit: Getty Credit: Getty Credit: Getty  Share  Tweet  ✖ Advertisement Share this ✖ close Current Slide Follow Heather Magee on Twitter: www.twitter.com/MissusHeatherM More: Noble VIFF Review VIFF 2014 Viff Movie Review Film Review Christina Noble Vancouver International Film Festival Stephen Bradley Deirdre O’Kane Vancouver International Film Fest Vancouver Film Festival Vancouver International Film Festival 2014   Click here to view Conversations Conversations Most Popular B.C. Teen Killed By Train Was Wearing Headphones, Texting: RCMP Facebook Anthem Singer's Fall Is Lesson In Showmanship YouTube Pastafarian Loses B.C. Driver's Licence Over Holy Colander YouTube LOOK: Stunning Scenes By B.C.'s October Photographer David Chang Photography Elderly Asian Women Attacked In Vancouver Nastco via Getty Images Lawyers Of Convicted Surrey Six Gangsters Want Mistrial Darryl Dyck/CP LOOK: Old Vancouver Bank's New Life Jason Statler When It Comes to Jumbo Glacier Resort, All Questions Lead Back To Powerful Minister Caillum Smith | Flickr Vancouver Mom Who Killed Her 2 Babies Sentenced CityTV YouTube Aldergrove School Playground Condemned North Otter Elementary Facebook This Derelict Van 'Home' Costs $550/Month To Rent In B.C. Bill Everitt Petronas Threatens To Delay B.C. LNG Project By A Decade MyLoupe/UIG via Getty Images 45 Signs You're A Vancouver Canucks Fan Getty Images Intruder Dies After Being Caught By Homeowner, Neighbour Shutterstock / sculpies Recognize This Photo? Here's The Story Behind It Claude P. Dettloff/CP/National Archives of Canada Stanley Park Pedestrian Dies After Crash With Cyclist Getty Premier Denies Downplaying B.C. LNG Expectations Jonathan Hayward/CP Vancouver Is The Reason Alyssa Milano Quit TV Show Paul Archuleta via Getty Images City Of Vancouver Taking Arbutus Corridor Fight To Court Darryl Dyck/The Canadian Press Vancouver Mayor Focuses On Pipelines For Re-Election Campaign Vision Vancouver Facebook FOLLOW HUFFPOST Email Email Address Options HuffPost Daily Brief British Columbia Get top stories and blog posts emailed to me each day.. Facebook HuffPost British Columbia Twitter HuffPost Follow British Columbia Follow Google Plus HuffPost British Columbia RSS The Huffington Post British Columbia All RSS / Feeds Phone Available on the App Store Android App on Google Play Get it at Blackberry App World Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search advertise log in make HuffPost your home page RSS careers FAQ user agreement privacy policy comment policy about us about our ads contact us Copyright ©2014 TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. "The Huffington Post" is a registered trademark of TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. All rights reserved. Part of HPMG News Use this form to alert a HuffPost editor about a factual or typographical error in this story. Notify message * Required * * * What kind of error is this? Choose an option Factual or typographical Comment moderation problem Rights and permissions Other * What is the correction? 0 count Describe the error here (1,000 character limit) * Type the words below so we know you are not a cyborg Sign me up for The Huffington Post's Daily Brief Thank you!)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9408,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 19, Number 2, October 2006 Sharing, fun, and learning Emelina Perez from Cuba was a guest of several of the BC Cuba project team members this summer. Perez spoke at the international workshop at the summer conference. Some of her speech is excerpted here. To be a teacher is a great challenge blessed by innumerable rewards. No matter bad or good times, it is always the most precious profession. I have been teaching for more than 30 years and I always had enough pride in my job. What really makes me feel happy is when I meet former students who still call me profe (professor). Even though some of them occupy important positions in different ministries, they still greet me and acknowledge my contribution to their success in life as a professional. My teaching expertise has been shared in Guyana and Jamaica, and also brought me to BC to work on the development of the Cuban-English-language curriculum for secondary school students. The project with the BCTF started in 1999 when a group of my colleagues from Varona, together with members of the Cuban union and the Ministry of Education, gathered with the members of the BCTF to sign an agreement to help Cuban English teachers. When I consider all the plans you had in mind and our expectations from this agreement, it is my opinion that the expectations have been surpassed, because the results show that this has been a very good project and it needs to continue. If we want to enumerate the results, the first one is the teaching programs you had for us. The professional development for teachers courses that have been taught include language enhancement, methodology, evaluation, the use of the communicative approach, strategies for EFL and ESL, reading and writing, and cultural exchange. The project started in Varona with the presence of secondary teachers from different municipalities and provinces and teachers of English from specialist positions in medicine and tourism. Some teachers traveled every day from great distances—teachers who were up at 3:00 a.m. and hope to be lucky enough to catch a bus or a train to be at Varona by 8:00 a.m. That first meeting was the beginning of the most outstanding and interesting work Cuban teachers have ever had to upgrade their language skills—10 days devoted to develop the four abilities. One of the most important results changed the education system for the teaching of English through the development of the revised curriculum for secondary-school children. This curriculum paved the way for other interesting projects in the teaching of English in Cuba. For example, the entire Cuban population benefited from the program Universidad para todos (University for All) and English has been the most outstanding of the language courses taught on television. Millions of Cubans follow the English course. It does not mean that Cuban teachers were not able to do the job by themselves but the television teachers had access to the most up-to-date methodology for teaching foreign languages, activities, and strategies in the communicative approach. It was all part of the knowledge that we got from the course taught by the Canadian teachers. And later, video lessons for secondary schools were developed—these lessons started because of an extreme shortage of English teachers and the new changes introduced into the curriculum. This summer, for the first time, we started lessons on television for primary school students. Books at different levels have been published for primary and junior high and now high school. This is also, in part, the result of this project. Now we have the whole system from Grades 4 to 12. When the project began, Canadian teams came to present the program. Now we have two Canadian teachers and one Cuban working together in different sites. This partnership helps the pedagogical institutes provide professional development to Cuban. Working with the Canadian team has the added benefit of the Cuban team member continuing to provide support for their own colleagues. For me, personally, working as part of the team was very good. We adapted the plan so that instead of having my own class, we taught in teams. Cuban teachers want to be with a native speaker and they know that where there is a Canadian, there is fun, there are more activities, and there will be extra resources. In our team we met each evening and planned to share the activities. When the Canadian teachers were presenting, I was able to show the Cuban teachers how they could apply the ideas and activities in their own classrooms and at the same time the Cuban team member is listening to good English. This experience made a difference with my own teaching at Varona. I have used more strategies, games, and include more items to be discussed with my students. The Canadian teams have had challenges working in Cuba. They have dealt with the heat, the living conditions, the hurricane, and have learned that in Cuba they must be ready to adapt to the "ever changing plan." Interesting future projects could be more information on activities to develop multiple intelligences. Not many people in Cuba know about MI and what kind of activities can be used to develop these. This is possible for us now because our classes have been reduced to 20 students in secondary and 15 in primary. We would also be interested in learning more about reading and writing strategies and the use of strategies to support the video lessons. My thanks to all the people who contributed to make it possible for me to be here again and supported me during my stay here. I have had the chance to experience new cultural shocks. For example, when we went to BCTF in 2000, we saw the photocopy machine and the bulk of paper you have here for printing and the number of new updated books and resources. That was amazing. This time I can say that I have enjoyed being exposed to new places like Harrison, Bowen Island, Grouse Mountain. I have seen people living in a floating house, I tried to sleep on a waterbed, and I traveled on Sky Train and back and forth on the ferry. I have to thank you again and again and I hope the project will continue with more success and ideas and contribute to the ongoing strengthening of our friendship. Abrazos Cubanos y muchos besos para todos. Emelina Perez, Higher Pedagogical Institute, Enrique Jose Varona, Ciudad Havana, Cuba.   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/03/what-is-this-strike-about-moving-letter.html?showComment=1331095397873,Staffroom Confidential: What is this strike about? A moving letter from a Saanich teacher Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, March 6, 2012 What is this strike about? A moving letter from a Saanich teacher I would like to thank you, Mr. Abbott. My wife and I have just had an excellent discussion with our daughters about power, and about the importance of checks and balances in a society. Sophie and Rachel are 12 and 10. They were very confused about why the government was allowed to make rules such as fining teachers $475 a day or $2500 a day for going on strike. We explained that our government is elected to make decisions on our behalf, and that we trust that they will make good and considered decisions. But what if we don’t agree with their decisions, they wondered. We explained that there is time to debate these decisions before they are made, and that everybody is allowed to write letters, or protest if they disagree. We explained that the media is meant to also provide some balance, by asking difficult and challenging questions. But they are saying that if you protest their decision, they will fine you, they replied. We had no answer. Why do they hate teachers, one of them asked. I still had no answer. ---------- I could have been a lawyer. I scored in the 98th percentile of the LSAT and was accepted to Queen’s Law School, offered a scholarship to a Law School in the northeastern US. I chose instead to defer my decision, and be a tutor/coach/residence don/in-house TOC at my old high school for a couple of years. This was a private boarding school in Ontario. I loved it. I loved being able to explain concepts in math to kids, and to see the “light go on”. I loved sharing my passion for math, for soccer, for hockey, for philosophy, for poetry, and for musical theater with kids. I never considered going back to law after those two years. After completing my teacher training at UVic, I did my practicum in Saanich. I hadn’t realized until then what a sheltered teaching existence I had at the boarding school, with well-to-do kids brought up with every advantage (the type of kids to whom Mr. Abbott recently referred as “the smart kids”, I believe). In the public school system in Saanich, I learned humility. I learned how to be a better teacher, how to teach the whole child, and not just the mind. I taught classes that not only had some of Mr. Abbott’s advantaged “smart kids”, but other kids who were often equally smart and capable if not more, but who faced challenges the others didn’t: broken homes, poverty issues, learning disabilities, to name only a few. These classes were challenging because the kids’ needs were so varied. Some kids could be turned on by ideas alone; others needed to be convinced of the value of learning, to place education in context; some just needed breakfast. And yet, at the time I started teaching in Saanich, I considered myself fortunate because we had a locally arranged agreement about how many kids could be in a secondary English class. (I taught English at the time). The number was 27 – unless you had a student who had an acknowledged special need, such as dyslexia, or visual impairment, for example, that would require a significant amount of adjustment to practice or extra preparation. For each of these students, the number would drop by one. If there were 6 “special needs” students in your English 11, the maximum number of kids would be 21. Trust me, this would still be a challenging class in terms of composition, but the system worked. It was so important to teachers, my older colleagues told me, that teachers took less in salary improvements at the time in order to secure these contract provisions. Silly me for thinking that contracts were something sacrosanct in Canadian law. When I started my first continuing contract at Claremont Secondary in 2000, we had an enrolment not very different from our enrolment today. When I started at Claremont, it was not unusual for the more challenging classes, such as Essentials of Math 10 or Communications 11 to have 12-15 students, because that’s what those kids needed to be successful. When I started at Claremont, there were two librarians – one for every 550 kids. When I started at Claremont there was a staff of 85-90, with plenty of teachers in the building to comfortably take on all the extra-curriculars that make schools, as the Saanich motto goes, “great places to learn, safe places to be” Today at Claremont, a class with less than 23-24 students does not run. This legislation before you will only make that number increase, I assure you, and it is not what kids need. Today at Claremont there is 3/4 of a librarian – which translates to one for every 1475 kids. Today at Claremont there is a staff of 65-70. This group which now numbers 20 fewer than when I started 12 years ago, has been attempting to keep up all the things that make our school great – outstanding academics, including extra-curricular offerings such as the dozens of math contests I sponsor and organize every year, an incredible sports program, an enviable fine arts program, numerous volunteer organizations that enrich our school community and the community at large. So far, we have managed, but we have each had to take up the slack now for too long. We are at the breaking point, and I promise you – this legislation already threatens to push us over the edge. Surely this government is not deaf to the teachers from around the province who are saying enough… Enough: we have devoted our lives to a profession that we knew all along would not make us rich, but we did it because we believed that if it would help just one disadvantaged kid, it was worth it. Enough: we believed in it so much, that we traded even the most meager of raises, time and time again, in order to gain better classroom conditions for our students. Enough: we tried our absolute best to play within the rules, when government after government stripped away those conditions that we bought with our own salaries, even when the Supreme Court ruled that those government actions were illegal. Enough: we have tried to hold our heads high, when we are vilified in the press as lazy and greedy, when nothing – NOTHING -- could be further from the truth. Enough: we have devoted countless hours to volleyball, to musical theatre, to poetry readings, to charity work, to rugby, to yearbook clubs, to student’s councils, to tutoring before school from 7am, to tutoring after school until 6pm or longer, to tutoring kids by email on the weekends, and, AND! to our own Professional Development, whether that occurs on a Pro-D day or on our own time – Yes, Mr. Abbott, we actually do Pro-D. In short, we have devoted countless hours to the children and families of this province, and the thanks we get is one more veiled legislated slap in the face? Now, I’m not so out of touch that I don’t realize that as a teacher at the top of the scale, I’m fairly comfortable. Sure it irks me that all of you folks in the legislature have received pay raises in the last ten years far beyond what I have received over the same period – pay raises which you are allowed to vote for yourselves. Not that I would dare suggest that you don’t deserve it – I don’t envy your jobs in the least. But even despite this glaring double-standard, I would have begrudgingly accepted no raise, if it were that alone. It is not the extending of the current contract in this legislation that has me upset. I am insulted. I am insulted that you have the temerity to suggest that this legislation represents mediation in any true sense of the word. Your use of legislation to enforce mediation, but then dictate the terms of the mediation is nothing short of bullying. How ironic that there was an anti-bullying flashmob on the lawn of the legislature the day this bill was introduced. To my mind, you have brought disrepute onto yourselves and the institution you represent. I was trying to defend the institution of our provincial government to my children tonight, suggesting that it rested on a foundation of elected officials acting in a dispassionate way for the benefit of all. I couldn’t. I am shocked. I shouldn’t be, given everything that has happened in the last 10 years, but I’m shocked. I am shocked – no, enraged – that you would enact legislation that essentially attacks my freedom to associate; legislation that, quite frankly, probably runs counter to the Charter of Rights and Freedoms, even though your government’s last Bill of this sort was deemed illegal by the Supreme Court; legislation that does not “put families first” but which threatens families – no, puts a gun to their heads – and says to them: “we will bankrupt you if you have the gall to disagree with us or stand up for your rights”. Lastly, I am disappointed, and if I’m to be honest, I am defeated and demoralized. And I know I’m not alone. And that’s what you wanted, wasn’t it? You don’t want an improved public education system. I would love to challenge you, to defy you, sir, to say otherwise, to come to Claremont and convince me in person that this legislation will improve the public education system in BC, that it will improve the lives of children and their families across this province, by demoralizing and insulting teachers like me, by forcing a foregone, supposedly “mediated” conclusion down our throats. Sadly, you tell these lies every day, and so my challenge is useless. It is a sad day for me, and a sad day for BC. I love my job, I love the kids at Claremont, and I love Victoria, but today I really and truly thought it might be time to find a teaching job back in Ontario. You may say good riddance – we can find someone cheaper than you to do the same job. But I dare you to say that to my students. That is a challenge that perhaps I could make. ------------- My oldest daughter has been reading Animal Farm at school. (Maybe I shouldn’t tell you this – you will think that it is another reason to bring down the public school system…) After our discussion earlier tonight – and believe me when I say I did my utmost best to withhold the vitriol that must be obvious by now that I hold inside – after our family discussion my oldest daughter paused and, honest to God, said something like: “ Dad, the government are kind of like the pigs on the farm, aren’t they…? Once they get to make the rules, they kind of twist things so that they always go their way”. So, I want to thank you, Mr. Abbott. You made me so proud of my daughter tonight that I want to cry. Mark Skanks Claremont Secondary School Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 5:39 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 21 comments: AllyMarch 6, 2012 at 8:43 PM Extremely well put! Please tell me you have send this to Mr. Abbott??? When will the "pigs" listen?ReplyDelete Ms. HendraMarch 6, 2012 at 9:18 PM I love this letter. I have shared it with many people, and just sent it to a friend who is the Math Department Head in Chilliwack, and a Claremont grad, too. Thanks to Mark for such a well-written letter. TannisReplyDelete 30daysofautismMarch 6, 2012 at 9:37 PM This is fabulous!! Thank you!ReplyDelete AmandaMarch 6, 2012 at 10:46 PM Credit should be given to Mark Skanks as author of this letter.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeMarch 7, 2012 at 8:51 AM I did not originally include Mark's name because I hadn't asked his permission to do so. Since the cat is out of the bag anyway, I will add it now.Delete Ms. OhanaMarch 7, 2012 at 10:23 PM your challenge is not useless, they just want us to think it is... but the very fact that they have to address us and our challenges means they hear us loud and clear.... at the end of the day.. remember you still have your vote.... make it hurt the same way they've hurt usDelete Reply SDMURPHY3March 6, 2012 at 11:22 PM Thank you for putting into words how I feel about the future of education in this Province. I moved my family here from Quebec to avoid the French controversy and give my children a better chance. I am very proud to say my daughter is an excellent teacher, but she like many of you good ones is thinking of moving on. I guarantee you if they pass Bill 22 I will vote anything but Liberal in 2013. Your daugther, God bless her, is absolutely right.ReplyDelete SabrinaBaileyMarch 6, 2012 at 11:53 PM Mark, I would not be where I am today if you hadn't taken me on as a practicum student. I watched you pour your heart and soul into your students - and me. Please do not leave, the kids at Claremont need you! The government should be the ones who buckle, not us. I am teaching 2 classes of 30 for "Essentials Math 10" (AW 10) and I cannot believe how much class sizes have exploded, even in the short time between my own high school years and my teaching career. I logistically cannot give my students the help they need in the time I have, and it is ludicrous to believe such a short time ago they would literally have had twice the amount of time per person, per day (assuming a class size under 15). I had a student drop out of school last week due to lack of attendance due to giving up, which I would like to argue is largely due to being pushed through a broken system for so long. Behind that child I have a long list of kids at risk to do the same... is this the kind of future our government has in store for our kids? Every kid who is withdrawn from my school breaks my heart because I know their educational system (not their teachers) has let them down. Sabrina Bailey North Peace SecondaryReplyDelete UnknownMarch 7, 2012 at 8:23 AM Thank you so much for this eloquent letter, Mark. I've sent it to my MLA because we have the same issues in Chilliwack and the rest of the province. Jody Raabe Mount Slesse Middle School, SD33ReplyDelete EleanaMarch 7, 2012 at 7:34 PM Thank-you for your passionate words... I will be sharing them with my colleagues. Eleana P. Citadel Middle School, SD43ReplyDelete lrnalotMarch 8, 2012 at 12:05 AM In sum, the short term gains touted by proponents of Bill 22 will result in even more disenfranchised youth, deeper and longer lasting negativity toward the Liberal Government and Politics in general, and more teachers applying for disability or leaving BC outright. Thanks for speaking so eloquently to these important issues.ReplyDelete Richard AustenMarch 8, 2012 at 2:06 AM I am also a BC teacher - now teaching in Hong Kong. I have floated the idea on facebook a few times but I will say it here. The government's tactic of the fines is to essentially stop a teacher walk-out. Strikes are illegal. The way to circumvent this action by the government is to organize teachers to hand in their resignations "en masse" including all TOCs (for which I was one). I'll grant you this is somewhat dangerous high stakes game to play - but it is one that must be played if Bill 22 goes through as that bill is a union busting bill anyway. The government can't fine someone who quits their job. We'll call it the "organization" rather than the BCTF and if government wants teachers back they'll have to talk to the BCTF - err "the Organization." It takes something along this drastic action to save the teaching union in BC because I can tell you something right now - the government does not care the least bit about these letters - they don't care about marches in Victoria - The Liberals are sitting back and laughing that they just saved three days of salaries and heating bills for all the schools. Their voters (which is the majority) support crushing the Teaching union despite all the chatter we see on facebook and other social media - we may get support from those friends but those ore OUR friends who arguably ore of similar mindedness on issues like this. I suspect the vast majority of Liberal voters want the Union to die. So it's time to stop the letter and the appeals to the liberal "heart of gold" and realize that that heart is ice. It's not the time to send in the BCTF Poodle to fight the Liberal T-REX - it's time to play some serious hardball - 40,000 teachers resign - effective the day after Spring Break ends. You want the teachers back - you hire them all back under the BCTF union (ie as if there was no resignation).ReplyDelete Replies AlexMarch 9, 2012 at 11:08 AM This is called (or is similar to) 'work-to-rule' (which I believe is what's been done so far...) Yes. It is worth this.Delete Reply RommelMarch 8, 2012 at 11:36 AM Hi, I found this blog once, then lost it. Took me forever to come back and find it. I wanted to see what comments you got. Nice blog by the way.I must take this opportunity to write to you from my heart.I Really enjoyed your blog.I have never read such a wonderful article. Resignation Letter ReplyDelete alientoinquirytooMarch 8, 2012 at 9:18 PM Dear Tara Ehrcke, You have stolen the words and ideas from my mouth! I could not have put it any better and I am the first one to sign up for your letter writing campaign. I have thought for a long time that our only recourse is to resign en-masse or all take stress leaves at the same time, either way there is no way that they win! Thank you for this... Andre KozakReplyDelete Replies alientoinquirytooMarch 8, 2012 at 9:26 PM I guess I should thank Tara for posting this and Mark for the writing and Richard for the ultimate solution! Thanks...Delete Reply alyxpottsMarch 9, 2012 at 7:59 AM "You may say good riddance – we can find someone cheaper than you to do the same job. But I dare you to say that to my students. That is a challenge that perhaps I could make." I had Mr.Skanks for math last year and he's amazing. So I think if you said those things to us "the students" we'd have a lot of kind words about Mr.Skanks and his teaching abilities/wisdom. And quite the opposite of "kind words" for you putting him and all our other teachers through all this.ReplyDelete AlexMarch 9, 2012 at 11:07 AM Brilliant letter! Well put! Passing it on!ReplyDelete Mrs.BMarch 12, 2012 at 9:50 AM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Mrs.BMarch 12, 2012 at 9:51 AM THANK YOU! Well said - I will be sharing this with colleagues in Burnaby & Surrey. Avril Broekhuizen Chilliwack Secondary, SD33ReplyDelete Mrs. D. ThiesenMarch 12, 2012 at 9:59 PM I've shared this on twitter. I was a top university student as well and encouraged to go into medicine but chose teaching...I love teaching, but did I make a mistake? I'm so insulted.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ▼  March (12) Bill 22 and Class Size/Class Composition BC Liberals: You reap what you sow... From public to private: a subtle path What is this dispute about? Putting equity last, a... Walk out pamphlet - arguments for full withdrawal ... Teachers debate a response to Bill 22 Lessons from the US - when unions don't strike to ... Lessons from history - legislation and illegal str... How do teachers defeat Bill 22? Critical thinking and Bill 22 - A teacher rebuts G... What is this strike about? A moving letter from a ... Public education - Christy: it's about equality ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/francais/NouvellesFECB.aspx?id=29635&printPage=true,Nouvelles de la FECB Vol. 18, No. 5, Janvier 2013  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Français > Nouvelles de la FECB     Volume 18, Numéro 5, Janvier 2013  Dans ce numéro:  Préparations en cours pour la négociation collective  Cadre de la négociation réalisée avec la BCPSEA  Plan de la première ministre pour un accord entaché de nullité de dix années   Blessure non couverte par la Commission des accidents du travail  Revue des exigences pour l’obtention du diplôme de fin d’études secondaires  Un rapport de Statistique Canada expose les piètres résultats de la Colombie  Britannique  Project of Heart  Les enseignants bâtissent un monde meilleur  Préparations en cours pour la négociation collective   Les préparations pour la suite prochaine de la négociation collective sont déjà en cours.  Une équipe de négociation provinciale a été nommée en octobre et s’est mise au travail en janvier. L’équipe est soutenue par l’expertise du personnel de la FECB et a commencé en préparant des propositions de négociations fondées sur les objectifs établis par la Conférence de négociation provinciale qui a été tenue en même temps que l’Assemblée des représentants au début novembre.  Cadre de la négociation réalisée avec la  BCPSEA  Un accord en comité concernant la négociation a été atteint avec la BCPSEA et a ensuite été ratifié par la FECB ainsi que la BCPSEA le 26 janvier.  Le cadre prévoit la mise en place d’un facilitateur approuvé par les deux parties dans cette tranche de négociations, une date de début au plus tôt pour la négociation, une étude commune des données avant le commencement de la négociation et un transfert de quelques questions aux tables de négociation des syndicats locaux. Ces questions portent sur des articles tels que l’affectation et la dotation de postes vacants, la mise en disponibilité et les rappels et mutations.  En effet, les syndicats locaux individuels et leurs conseils scolaires sont plus appropriés pour statuer sur ces points. Il s’agit ici d’une mesure positive et nous sommes heureux d’entamer les négociations dans ce cadre.   Vous pouvez consulter notre soumission au gouvernement, la proposition du livre blanc du gouvernement et le cadre pour la négociation convenue avec la BCPSEA sur le Portail des membres de la FECB  (https://bctf.ca/myBCTF/). Voir les articles accompagnés d’astérisques.  Plan de la première ministre pour un accord entaché de nullité de dix années   Vous avez sans doute appris par la presse que la première ministre, Madame Clark, propose aux enseignants, un plan portant sur dix années, qui ne tient pas compte des décisions rendues par les tribunaux, qui contredit la propre loi du gouvernement, et qui est fondamentalement entaché de nullité.  Le problème principal vient du fait que le plan ne tient pas compte de la décision de la Cour suprême de la Colombie-Britannique qui maintient que les enseignants ont le droit de négocier des conditions de travail, comme la taille des classes et leur composition. La  loi 22, elle-même, du Parti Liberal permet aussi que ces questions soient négociées au cours de cette suite de négociations, mais le nouveau plan de Madame Clark impose aux enseignants d’abandonner ce droit conquis de haute lutte. Au cours de la dernière décennie, une période où la politique libérale a réglementé les conditions d’apprentissage, où la taille des classes a augmenté et le soutien pour les élèves avec des besoins particuliers a diminué.  Un autre problème important a été créé par l’indexation des salaires des enseignants aux augmentations moyennes d’autres groupes choisis dans le personnel de la fonction publique. Cette mesure est fondamentalement injuste car elle empêche de fait les enseignants de négocier leurs propres salaires. Dans ce contexte, le gouvernement a toutes les cartes en main. La moyenne de zéro net est zéro. Les salaires des enseignants de la Colombie-Britannique sont bien inférieurs à ceux des autres enseignants au Canada, et le fossé ne peut que s’élargir avec ce système. De premier abord, le discours de la première ministre semble conciliateur, après plus d’une décennie de conflits entre la FECB et le Parti Libéral de la Colombie-Britannique, mais en réalité, son plan ne constitue qu’une autre tentative visant à sérieusement limiter le droit constitutionnel des enseignants à la négociation collective.  Le moment choisi pour le plan est curieux car le gouvernement était au courant que la BCPSEA et la FECB travaillaient tranquillement à un cadre positif pour cette tranche de négociations.  Comme le cadre de la BCPSEA/FECB a été ratifié, on ne sait ce que la première ministre a l’intention de faire avec cette proposition.  Blessure non couverte par la WCB (Commission des accidents du travail)  Dans une décision de la Review Division de la WCB, datée du 17 décembre 2012, la Commission des accidents du travail a rejeté une demande d’indemnité d’un enseignant qui s’est blessé au genou gauche en jouant, pendant la période du repas de midi, à un jeu de soccer interne. Toutefois, la demande d’un collègue enseignant qui a été blessé dans le jeu qui venait immédiatement après, a été approuvée. Les facteurs suivants ont été déterminants dans la conclusion de l’agent d’examen que la blessure du travailleur n’a pas été causée par son emploi et ne s’est pas produite au cours de l’exercice de ses fonctions.  La participation à des activités sportives n’est généralement pas considérée comme faisant partie de l’emploi d’un salarié; Un jeu de soccer ne fait pas partie du travail d’un salarié; Il n’avait pas reçu des directives à ce sujet de son employeur; Sa participation était volontaire; L’activité a eu lieu en dehors des heures de travail; La forme ne fait pas partie des exigences liées à l’emploi; Le jeu n’était pas sous la supervision d’un administrateur. Il est conseillé aux membres de réfléchir avant de participer à des activités récréatives de détente en dehors des heures d’enseignement.  La couverture de la Commission des accidents du travail n’est pas automatique.  La FECB va interjeter un appel pour cette demande d’indemnité du membre devant le Workers’ Compensation Appeal Tribunal.  Vous pouvez voir le texte complet de la décision à : (http://bit.ly/14wGOY8).  Revue des exigences pour l’obtention du diplôme de fin d’études secondaires   Le ministère entreprend une revue des exigences concernant le diplôme de fin d’études secondaires, y compris celles pour les élèves adultes et les attestations de fin d’études.    Vous pouvez consulter ci-dessous la soumission de la FECB, la  revue des exigences pour le diplôme de fin d’études secondaires : un mémoire de la FECB au ministère de l’Éducation est à votre disposition. (http://www.bctf.ca/uploadedFiles/Public/Publications/Briefs/ GraduationRequirementsReviewBrief.pdf).   Un rapport de Statistique Canada expose les piètres résultats de la Colombie-Britannique  Un rapport récemment publié de Statistique Canada montre la grave dégradation du soutien du gouvernement pour l’enseignement public en Colombie-Britannique par rapport aux autres provinces et territoires et par rapport à la moyenne nationale.  Quels que soient l’aspect ou la mesure consultés, la Colombie-Britannique figure au bas de l’échelle ou non loin.  Les données de ce rapport sont utilisées pour mettre à jour le matériel que la FECB distribuera avant l’élection provinciale.    Quelques points qui ressortent de ce rapport, parmi de nombreux autres : L’écart entre la Colombie-Britannique et le reste du Canada pour le montant du financement par élève a considérablement augmenté depuis 2009-2010 : la Colombie Britannique montre le plus faible pourcentage d’augmentation; Entre 2006-2007 et 2010-2011, les éducateurs équivalents temps plein, ont augmenté dans toues les provinces, sauf en Colombie-Britannique; La Colombie-Britannique continue d’avoir le plus grand pourcentage d’élèves par éducateur au Canada; Si la Colombie-Britannique atteignait le pourcentage « éducateur par rapport au nombre d’élèves » de la moyenne nationale, nous aurions 6 800 enseignants de plus; Le pourcentage le plus faible de changement entre 2006-2007 et 2010-2011 pour la rémunération des enseignants dans les écoles élémentaires et secondaires publiques.  Vous pouvez consulter le rapport complet à : http://www.statcan.gc.ca/pub/81-595-m/81-595-m2013099-eng.pdf    Project of Heart  Vous aussi prenez part à cette enquête pour savoir la vérité au Canada.  Informez-vous sur ce qui s’est passé au sujet des enfants enlevés, des parents et des communautés dépouillés de leurs enfants, et sur l’ignorance dans laquelle a été tenu le reste du Canada.  Apprenez tout sur cette injustice et ce crime.  Changeons notre façon de penser et agissons de manière à créer un climat de confiance entre nous qui nous permettra de progresser de manière positive. Honorons le courage et la résilience des survivants des pensionnats indiens et des survivants intergénération. Tous les syndicats locaux ont les trousses Project of Heart et  100 Years of Loss et nous avons demandé à tous les syndicats locaux de participer (Nous avons lancé ce défi à tous les présidents des syndicats locaux). Les carreaux de tous les syndicats locaux feront partie du projet de commémoration final qui sera présenté officiellement à la cérémonie nationale de Vérité et Réconciliation qui aura lieu à Vancouver en septembre 2013.  La trousse des 100 Years of Loss (que beaucoup de personnes attendaient), vient juste d’être mise gratuitement à la disposition du public. Une réimpression de la trousse vient d’être terminée qui sera vite épuisée.  Cette trousse contient : leçons, DVD, et calendrier des pensionnats au Canada.  Vous trouverez tout cela à : http://www.legacyofhope.ca/projects/100-years-of-loss-edu-kit   Le site indiqué ci-dessous est d’intérêt pour tous car il donne des exemples étonnants de ce que font les élèves dans tout le Canada.  Nous offrons ainsi par notre apprentissage et nos actions un humble présent à nos ancêtres et à nos générations futures.  Participez à : www.projectofheart.ca.   Les enseignants bâtissent un monde meilleur   Conférence de la FECB 2013 des nouveaux enseignants, suppléants et maitres-stagiaires   Nous vous invitons à participer à la conférence de 2013 des nouveaux enseignants, suppléants et maitres-stagiaires. Vous trouverez dans cette conférence annuelle organisée par la FECB des ateliers qui vous inspireront et une mine d’or de ressources. Manifestement, son avantage le plus important sera de vous offrir l’occasion de partager avec les autres participants vos idées et vos expériences. Cette conférence est basée sur le principe fondamental de l’efficacité du perfectionnement professionnel lorsque des enseignants de métier enseignent à leurs collègues ce qu’ils ont appris dans l’exercice de leur travail. Nous vous invitons à enrichir votre répertoire d’enseignant en participant aux ateliers et en visitant les expositions. Nous vous encourageons à partager vos expériences entre vous et à nous apprendre quels sont les aspirations et les rêves des nouveaux enseignants par vos questions et vos contributions au cours de cette conférence.  Nous espérons qu’elle vous plaira.    Date : 1er et 2 mars 2013 Lieu : Radisson President Hotel and Suites, Richmond Vous trouverez sur le site Web de la FECB toute l’information sur la conférence et pourrez vous inscrire en ligne.  http://bctf.ca/NewTeachers.aspx   L’espace est limité.  Les inscriptions en ligne seront effectuées dans l’ordre d’arrivée. Une nouvelle vidéo saluée sur Tyee  Félicitations à Monsieur Colin Plant, Président du Conseil des ASP et président sortant de l’Association of British Columbia Drama Educators car la lecture, qu’il a présentée, (http://thetyee.ca/Video/2012/12/17/BCTF-Don-Macrae-Video-Critique/) de la lettre écrite par le ministre McRae pour protester contre les conditions d’enseignement pendant qu’il enseignait en 2008, a été choisie, comme la sélection vidéo la plus récente sur The Tyee! !   Vote étudiant en Colombie-Britannique en 2013  Inscrivez-vous immédiatement pour le Vote étudiant BC 2013; consultez : www.studentvote.ca  ou composez le 1 866 488-8775.  Ce printemps, les élèves de la Colombie-Britannique participant au Vote étudiant auront la possibilité de voter pour les candidats officiels qui se présentent à l’élection provinciale du 14 mai 2013.  Au cours de la dernière élection, 580 écoles de la Colombie-Britannique se sont inscrites pour participer et 85 000 élèves ont voté.      )
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/contacts.cfm?page=superintendents&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true,BCTF Contacts Home E-mail Lists Links A to Z Index Contact Us Help SITE SEARCH Quick Links BCTF formsBCTF NewsFrançaisLabour linksPensionsTeacher NewsmagazineTeaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Contact Us > Boards of Education Superintendents Boards of Education Superintendents in BC 201213 Ms. Lynn Hauptman Superintendent of Schools SD #5 (Southeast Kootenay) 940 Industrial Road, No. 1 Cranbrook, BC V1C 4C6 Phone: 250-417-2079 Fax: 250-417-2081 lynn.hauptman@sd5.bc.ca Mr. Paul Carriere Superintendent of Schools SD #6 (Rocky Mountain) Box 430 (620-4th Street) Invermere, BC V0A 1K0 Phone: 250-342-9243 Fax: 250-342-6966 paul.carriere@sd6.bc.ca Mr. Jeff Jones Superintendent of Schools SD #8 (Kootenay Lake) 570 Johnstone Road Nelson, BC V1L 6J2 Phone: 250-505-7046 Fax: 250-352-6686 jjones@sd8.bc.ca Ms. Terry Taylor Acting Superintendent of Schools SD #10 (Arrow Lakes) Box 340 Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0 Phone: 250-265-3638 Fax: 250-265-3701 terrytaylor@sd10.bc.ca Mr. Mike Hooker Superintendent of Schools SD #19 (Revelstoke) Bag 5800, 1121 Vernon Ave Revelstoke, BC V0E 2S0 Phone: 250-837-2101 Fax: 250-837-9335 mhooker@sd19.bc.ca Mr. Greg Luterbach Superintendent of Schools SD #20 (Kootenay-Columbia) 2001 Third Avenue Trail, BC V1R 1R6 Phone: 250-368-2224 Fax: 250-364-2470 gluterbach@sd20.bc.ca Mr. Joe Rogers Superintendent of Schools SD #22 (Vernon) 1401 - 15th Street Vernon, BC V1T 8S8 Phone: 250-549-9226 Fax: 250-549-9200 jrogers@sd22.bc.ca Mr. Hugh Gloster Superintendent of Schools SD #23 (Central Okanagan) 1940 Underhill Street Kelowna, BC V1X 5X7 Phone: 250-470-3256 Fax: 250-870-5056 Hugh.Gloster@sd23.bc.ca Mr. Mark Thiessen Superintendent of Schools SD #27 (Cariboo-Chilcotin) 350 Second Avenue North Williams Lake, BC V2G 1Z9 Phone: 250-398-3824 Fax: 250-392-3600 mark.thiessen@sd27.bc.ca Ms. Sue Ellen Miller Superintendent of Schools SD #28 (Quesnel) 401 North Star Rd Quesnel, BC V2J 5K2 Phone: 250-992-8802 Fax: 250-992-7652 sueellenmiller@sd28.bc.ca Ms. Evelyn Novak Superintendent of Schools SD #33 (Chilliwack) 8430 Cessna Drive Chilliwack, BC V2P 7K4 Phone: 604-792-1321 Fax: 604-792-9665 Evelyn_Novak@sd33.bc.ca Mr. Kevin Godden Superintendent of Schools SD #34 (Abbotsford) 2790 Tims Street Abbotsford, BC V2T 4M7 Phone: 604-859-4891 Fax: 604-852-5898 kevin_godden@sd34.bc.ca Ms. Suzanne Hoffman Acting Superintendent of Schools SD #35 (Langley) 4875 - 222nd Street Langley, BC V3A 3Z7 Phone: 604-534-7891 Fax: 604-532-1405 shoffman@sd35.bc.ca Dr. Jodan Tinney Superintendent of Schools SD #36 (Surrey) 14033 92nd Avenue Surrey, BC V3V 0B7 Phone: 604-595-6308 Fax: 604-595-6309 tinney_j@sd36.bc.ca Ms. Dianne Turner Superintendent of Schools SD #37 (Delta) 4585 Harvest Drive Delta, BC V4K 5B4 Phone: 604-952-5340 Fax: 604-952-5379 dturner@deltasd.bc.ca Ms. Moneca Pamer Superintendent of Schools SD #38 (Richmond) 7811 Granville Avenue Richmond, BC V6Y 3E3 Phone: 604-668-6000 Fax: 604-233-0150 mpamer@sd38.bc.ca Mr. Steve Cardwell Superintendent of Schools SD #39 (Vancouver) 1580 West Broadway Vancouver, BC V6J 5K8 Phone: 604-713-5100 Fax: 604-713-5412 scardwell@vsb.bc.ca Mr. John Gaiptman Superintendent of Schools SD #40 (New Westminster) 1001 Columbia St. New Westminster, BC V3M 1C4 Phone: 604-517-6328 Fax: 604-517-6319 gaiptman@sd40.bc.ca Mr. Kevin Kaardal Superintendent of Schools SD #41 (Burnaby) 5325 Kincaid Street Burnaby, BC V5G 1W2 Phone: 604-296-6900 Fax: 604-296-6910 kevin.kaardal@sd41.bc.ca Ms. Laurie Meston Superintendent of Schools SD #42 (Maple Ridge) 22225 Brown Avenue Maple Ridge, BC V2X 8N6 Phone: 604-463-4200 Fax: 604-463-0573 Laurie.Meston@sd42.ca Mr. Tom Grant Superintendent of Schools SD #43 (Coquitlam) 550 Poirier Street Coquitlam, BC V3J 6A7 Phone: 604-939-9201 Fax: 604-936-2932 tgrant@sd43.bc.ca Mr. John Lewis Superintendent of Schools SD #44 (North Vancouver) 721 Chesterfield Avenue North Vancouver, BC V7M 2M5 Phone: 604-903-3444 Fax: 604-903-3449 jlewis@nvsd44.bc.ca Mr. Chris Kennedy Superintendent of Schools SD #45 (West Vancouver) 1075 - 21st Street West Vancouver, BC V7V 4A9 Phone: 604-981-1031 Fax: 604-981-1001 ckennedy@sd45.bc.ca Mr. Patrick Bocking Superintendent of Schools SD #46 (Sunshine Coast) Box 220, 494 South Fletcher Road Gibsons, BC V0N 1V0 Phone: 604-886-8811 Fax: 604-886-4489 pbocking@sd46.bc.ca Mr. Jay Yule Superintendent of Schools SD #47 (Powell River) 4351 Ontario Avenue Powell River, BC V8A 1V3 Phone: 604-414-2600 Fax: 604-485-6435 jyule@sd47.bc.ca Ms. Lisa McCullough Superintendent of Schools SD #48 (Sea to Sky) Box 250 Squamish, BC V0N 3G0 Phone: 604-892-5228 Fax: 604-892-1038 lmccullough@sd48.bc.ca Ms. Norma Hart Superintendent of Schools SD #49 (Central Coast) Bag 130 Hagensborg, BC V0T 1H0 Phone: 250-982-2691 Fax: 250-982-2319 nhart@sd49.bc.ca Mr. Angus Wilson Superintendent of Schools SD #50 (Haida Gwaii) Box 69 Queen Charlotte City, BC V0T 1S0 Phone: 250-559-8471 Fax: 250-559-8849 awilson@sd50.bc.ca Mr. Kevin Argue Superintendent of Schools SD #51 (Boundary) Box 640 (1021 Central Avenue) Grand Forks, BC V0H 1H0 Phone: 250-442-8258 Fax: 250-442-7737 kevin.argue@sd51.bc.ca Ms. Sandra Jones Superintendent of Schools SD #52 (Prince Rupert) 634 - 6th Avenue East Prince Rupert, BC V8J 1X1 Phone: 250-624-6717 Fax: 250-627-0772 sjones@sd52.bc.ca Ms. Beverly Young Superintendent of Schools SD #53 (Okanagan Similkameen) Box 1770 (34061 - 101st Street) Oliver, BC V0H 1T0 Phone: 250-498-3481 Fax: 250-498-4070 byoung@sd53.bc.ca Mr. Chris van der Mark Superintendent of Schools SD #54 (Bulkley Valley) Box 758 Smithers, BC V0J 2N0 Phone: 250-877-6831 Fax: 250-877-6835 ch-vandermark@sd54.bc.ca Mr. Brian Pepper Superintendent of Schools SD #57 (Prince George) 2100 Ferry Avenue Prince George, BC V2L 4R5 Phone: 250-561-6800 Fax: 250-561-6801 bpepper@sd57.bc.ca Mr. Stephen McNiven Superintendent of Schools SD #58 (Nicola Similkameen) Box 4100, Stn Main Merritt, BC V1K 1B8 Phone: 250-378-5161 Fax: 250-378-6263 smcniven@sd58.bc.ca Ms. Kathy Sawchuk Superintendent of Schools SD #59 (Peace River South) 11600 7th Street Dawson Creek, BC V1G 4R8 Phone: 250-782-8571 Fax: 250-782-3204 kathy_sawchuk@mail.sd59.bc.ca Mr. Dave Sloan Superintendent of Schools SD #60 (Peace River North) 10112 - 105 Avenue Fort St. John, BC V1J 4S4 Phone: 250-262-6000 Fax: 250-262-6046 dsloan@prn.bc.ca Ms. Sherri Bell Superintendent of Schools SD #61 (Greater Victoria) 556 Boleskine Road Victoria, BC V8Z 1E8 Phone: 250-475-4162 Fax: 250-475-4112 sbell@sd61.bc.ca Mr. Jim Cambridge Superintendent of Schools SD #62 (Sooke) 3143 Jacklin Road Victoria, BC V9B 5R1 Phone: 250-474-9807 Fax: 250-474-9850 jcambridge@sd62.bc.ca Ms. Nancy MacDonald Superintendent of Schools SD #63 (Saanich) 2125 Keating Cross Road, PO Box 2000 Saanichton, BC V8M 2A5 Phone: 250-652-7332 Fax: 250-652-7360 nmacdonald@sd63.bc.ca Ms. Lisa Halstead Superintendent of Schools SD #64 (Gulf Islands) 112 Rainbow Road Salt Spring Island, BC V8K 2K3 Phone: 250-537-5548 Fax: 250-537-4200 lhalstead@sd64.bc.ca Ms. Wendy Hyer Superintendent of Schools SD #67 (Okanagan Skaha) 425 Jermyn Avenue Penticton, BC V2A 1Z4 Phone: 250-770-7713 Fax: 250-770-7732 whyer@summer.com Mr. Dave Hutchinson Superintendent of Schools SD #68 (Nanaimo) 395 Wakesiah Avenue Nanaimo, BC V9R 3K6 Phone: 250-754-5531 Fax: 250-741-5218 david.hutchinson@sd68.bc.ca Mr. Rollie Koop Superintendent of Schools SD #69 (Qualicum) Box 430 Parksville, BC V9P 2G5 Phone: 250-248-4241 Fax: 250-248-5767 rkoop@sd69.bc.ca Mr. Cam Pinkerton Superintendent of Schools SD #70 (Alberni) 4690 Roger Street Port Alberni, BC V9Y 3Z4 Phone: 250-720-2770 Fax: 250-723-0318 cpinkerton@sd70.bc.ca Ms. Sherry Elwood Superintendent of Schools SD #71 (Comox Valley) 607 Cumberland Road Courtenay, BC V9N 7G5 Phone: 250-334-5500 Fax: 250-334-5552 sherry.elwood@sd71.bc.ca Mr. Tom Longridge Superintendent of Schools SD #72 (Campbell River) 425 Pinecrest Road Campbell River, BC V9W 3P2 Phone: 250-830-2398 Fax: 250-287-2616 tom.longridge@sd72.bc.ca Dr. Terry Sullivan Superintendent of Schools SD #73 (Kamloops-Thompson) 1383 Ninth Avenue Kamloops, BC V2C 3X7 Phone: 250-374-0679 Fax: 250-372-1183 tsullivan@sd73.bc.ca Ms. Teresa Downs Superintendent of Schools SD #74 (Gold Trail) PO Bag 250 (400 Hollis Road) Ashcroft, BC V0K 1A0 Phone: 250-453-9101 Fax: 250-453-2425 tdowns@gw.sd74.bc.ca Mr. Bill Fletcher Superintendent of Schools SD #75 (Mission) 33046 Fourth Avenue Mission, BC V2V 1S5 Phone: 604-814-3701 Fax: 604-826-4640 bill.fletcher@mpsd.ca Dr. Karen Nelson Superintendent of Schools SD #78 (Fraser-Cascade) Bag 3200 (650 Kawkawa Lake Road) Hope, BC V0X 1L4 Phone: 604-869-2411 Fax: 604-869-7400 knelson@sd78.bc.ca Mr. Joe Rhodes Superintendent of Schools SD #79 (Cowichan Valley) 2557 Beverly Street Duncan, BC V9L 2X3 Phone: 250-748-0321 Fax: 250-748-6591 jrhodes@sd79.bc.ca Ms. Diana Samchuck Superintendent of Schools SD #81 (Fort Nelson) Box 87 Fort Nelson, BC V0C 1R0 Phone: 250-774-2591 Fax: 250-774-2598 dsamchuck@sd81.bc.ca Ms. Katherine McIntosh Superintendent of Schools SD #82 (Coast Mountains) 3211 Kenney Street Terrace, BC V8G 3E9 Phone: 250-638-4407 Fax: 888-290-4786 katherine.mcintosh@cmsd.bc.ca Mr. Glenn Borthistle Superintendent of Schools SD #83 (North Okanagan-Shuswap) Box 129 (220 Shuswap Street) Salmon Arm, BC V1E 4N2 Phone: 250-832-2157 Fax: 250-832-9428 gborthis@sd83.bc.ca Mr. Lawrence Tarasoff Superintendent of Schools SD #84 (Vancouver Island West) Box 100 Gold River, BC V0P 1G0 Phone: 250-283-2241 Fax: 250-283-7352 ltarasoff@viw.sd84.bc.ca Dr. Scott Benwell Superintendent of Schools SD #85 (Vancouver Island North) Box 90 Port Hardy, BC V0N 2P0 Phone: 250-949-6618 Fax: 250-949-8792 sbenwell@sd85.bc.ca Mr. Mike Gordon Superintendent of Schools SD #87 (Stikine) Box 190 Dease Lake, BC V0C 1L0 Phone: 250-771-4440 Fax: 250-771-4441 mike.gordon@sd87.bc.ca Ms. Charlene Seguin Superintendent of Schools SD #91 (Nechako Lakes) PO Box 129 (153 E. Connaught Street) Vanderhoof, BC V0J 3A0 Phone: 250-567-2284 Fax: 250-567-4639 cseguin@sd91.bc.ca Mr. Phillipe Brulot Superintendent of Schools SD #92 (Nisga'a) Box 240 New Aiyansh, BC V0J 1A0 Phone: 250-633-2228 Fax: 250-633-2401 pbrulot@nisgaa.bc.ca Mr. Mario Cyr Directeru general/Superintendent of Schools SD #93 (Conseil scolaire francophone) 180 - 10200 Shellbridge Way Richmond, BC V6X 2W7 Phone: 604-214-2601 Fax: 604-214-9881 dg@csf.bc.ca   About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy Close Window Print Page   Boards of Education Superintendents in BC 201213 Ms. Lynn Hauptman Superintendent of Schools SD #5 (Southeast Kootenay) 940 Industrial Road, No. 1 Cranbrook, BC V1C 4C6 Phone: 250-417-2079 Fax: 250-417-2081 lynn.hauptman@sd5.bc.ca Mr. Paul Carriere Superintendent of Schools SD #6 (Rocky Mountain) Box 430 (620-4th Street) Invermere, BC V0A 1K0 Phone: 250-342-9243 Fax: 250-342-6966 paul.carriere@sd6.bc.ca Mr. Jeff Jones Superintendent of Schools SD #8 (Kootenay Lake) 570 Johnstone Road Nelson, BC V1L 6J2 Phone: 250-505-7046 Fax: 250-352-6686 jjones@sd8.bc.ca Ms. Terry Taylor Acting Superintendent of Schools SD #10 (Arrow Lakes) Box 340 Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0 Phone: 250-265-3638 Fax: 250-265-3701 terrytaylor@sd10.bc.ca Mr. Mike Hooker Superintendent of Schools SD #19 (Revelstoke) Bag 5800, 1121 Vernon Ave Revelstoke, BC V0E 2S0 Phone: 250-837-2101 Fax: 250-837-9335 mhooker@sd19.bc.ca Mr. Greg Luterbach Superintendent of Schools SD #20 (Kootenay-Columbia) 2001 Third Avenue Trail, BC V1R 1R6 Phone: 250-368-2224 Fax: 250-364-2470 gluterbach@sd20.bc.ca Mr. Joe Rogers Superintendent of Schools SD #22 (Vernon) 1401 - 15th Street Vernon, BC V1T 8S8 Phone: 250-549-9226 Fax: 250-549-9200 jrogers@sd22.bc.ca Mr. Hugh Gloster Superintendent of Schools SD #23 (Central Okanagan) 1940 Underhill Street Kelowna, BC V1X 5X7 Phone: 250-470-3256 Fax: 250-870-5056 Hugh.Gloster@sd23.bc.ca Mr. Mark Thiessen Superintendent of Schools SD #27 (Cariboo-Chilcotin) 350 Second Avenue North Williams Lake, BC V2G 1Z9 Phone: 250-398-3824 Fax: 250-392-3600 mark.thiessen@sd27.bc.ca Ms. Sue Ellen Miller Superintendent of Schools SD #28 (Quesnel) 401 North Star Rd Quesnel, BC V2J 5K2 Phone: 250-992-8802 Fax: 250-992-7652 sueellenmiller@sd28.bc.ca Ms. Evelyn Novak Superintendent of Schools SD #33 (Chilliwack) 8430 Cessna Drive Chilliwack, BC V2P 7K4 Phone: 604-792-1321 Fax: 604-792-9665 Evelyn_Novak@sd33.bc.ca Mr. Kevin Godden Superintendent of Schools SD #34 (Abbotsford) 2790 Tims Street Abbotsford, BC V2T 4M7 Phone: 604-859-4891 Fax: 604-852-5898 kevin_godden@sd34.bc.ca Ms. Suzanne Hoffman Acting Superintendent of Schools SD #35 (Langley) 4875 - 222nd Street Langley, BC V3A 3Z7 Phone: 604-534-7891 Fax: 604-532-1405 shoffman@sd35.bc.ca Dr. Jodan Tinney Superintendent of Schools SD #36 (Surrey) 14033 92nd Avenue Surrey, BC V3V 0B7 Phone: 604-595-6308 Fax: 604-595-6309 tinney_j@sd36.bc.ca Ms. Dianne Turner Superintendent of Schools SD #37 (Delta) 4585 Harvest Drive Delta, BC V4K 5B4 Phone: 604-952-5340 Fax: 604-952-5379 dturner@deltasd.bc.ca Ms. Moneca Pamer Superintendent of Schools SD #38 (Richmond) 7811 Granville Avenue Richmond, BC V6Y 3E3 Phone: 604-668-6000 Fax: 604-233-0150 mpamer@sd38.bc.ca Mr. Steve Cardwell Superintendent of Schools SD #39 (Vancouver) 1580 West Broadway Vancouver, BC V6J 5K8 Phone: 604-713-5100 Fax: 604-713-5412 scardwell@vsb.bc.ca Mr. John Gaiptman Superintendent of Schools SD #40 (New Westminster) 1001 Columbia St. New Westminster, BC V3M 1C4 Phone: 604-517-6328 Fax: 604-517-6319 gaiptman@sd40.bc.ca Mr. Kevin Kaardal Superintendent of Schools SD #41 (Burnaby) 5325 Kincaid Street Burnaby, BC V5G 1W2 Phone: 604-296-6900 Fax: 604-296-6910 kevin.kaardal@sd41.bc.ca Ms. Laurie Meston Superintendent of Schools SD #42 (Maple Ridge) 22225 Brown Avenue Maple Ridge, BC V2X 8N6 Phone: 604-463-4200 Fax: 604-463-0573 Laurie.Meston@sd42.ca Mr. Tom Grant Superintendent of Schools SD #43 (Coquitlam) 550 Poirier Street Coquitlam, BC V3J 6A7 Phone: 604-939-9201 Fax: 604-936-2932 tgrant@sd43.bc.ca Mr. John Lewis Superintendent of Schools SD #44 (North Vancouver) 721 Chesterfield Avenue North Vancouver, BC V7M 2M5 Phone: 604-903-3444 Fax: 604-903-3449 jlewis@nvsd44.bc.ca Mr. Chris Kennedy Superintendent of Schools SD #45 (West Vancouver) 1075 - 21st Street West Vancouver, BC V7V 4A9 Phone: 604-981-1031 Fax: 604-981-1001 ckennedy@sd45.bc.ca Mr. Patrick Bocking Superintendent of Schools SD #46 (Sunshine Coast) Box 220, 494 South Fletcher Road Gibsons, BC V0N 1V0 Phone: 604-886-8811 Fax: 604-886-4489 pbocking@sd46.bc.ca Mr. Jay Yule Superintendent of Schools SD #47 (Powell River) 4351 Ontario Avenue Powell River, BC V8A 1V3 Phone: 604-414-2600 Fax: 604-485-6435 jyule@sd47.bc.ca Ms. Lisa McCullough Superintendent of Schools SD #48 (Sea to Sky) Box 250 Squamish, BC V0N 3G0 Phone: 604-892-5228 Fax: 604-892-1038 lmccullough@sd48.bc.ca Ms. Norma Hart Superintendent of Schools SD #49 (Central Coast) Bag 130 Hagensborg, BC V0T 1H0 Phone: 250-982-2691 Fax: 250-982-2319 nhart@sd49.bc.ca Mr. Angus Wilson Superintendent of Schools SD #50 (Haida Gwaii) Box 69 Queen Charlotte City, BC V0T 1S0 Phone: 250-559-8471 Fax: 250-559-8849 awilson@sd50.bc.ca Mr. Kevin Argue Superintendent of Schools SD #51 (Boundary) Box 640 (1021 Central Avenue) Grand Forks, BC V0H 1H0 Phone: 250-442-8258 Fax: 250-442-7737 kevin.argue@sd51.bc.ca Ms. Sandra Jones Superintendent of Schools SD #52 (Prince Rupert) 634 - 6th Avenue East Prince Rupert, BC V8J 1X1 Phone: 250-624-6717 Fax: 250-627-0772 sjones@sd52.bc.ca Ms. Beverly Young Superintendent of Schools SD #53 (Okanagan Similkameen) Box 1770 (34061 - 101st Street) Oliver, BC V0H 1T0 Phone: 250-498-3481 Fax: 250-498-4070 byoung@sd53.bc.ca Mr. Chris van der Mark Superintendent of Schools SD #54 (Bulkley Valley) Box 758 Smithers, BC V0J 2N0 Phone: 250-877-6831 Fax: 250-877-6835 ch-vandermark@sd54.bc.ca Mr. Brian Pepper Superintendent of Schools SD #57 (Prince George) 2100 Ferry Avenue Prince George, BC V2L 4R5 Phone: 250-561-6800 Fax: 250-561-6801 bpepper@sd57.bc.ca Mr. Stephen McNiven Superintendent of Schools SD #58 (Nicola Similkameen) Box 4100, Stn Main Merritt, BC V1K 1B8 Phone: 250-378-5161 Fax: 250-378-6263 smcniven@sd58.bc.ca Ms. Kathy Sawchuk Superintendent of Schools SD #59 (Peace River South) 11600 7th Street Dawson Creek, BC V1G 4R8 Phone: 250-782-8571 Fax: 250-782-3204 kathy_sawchuk@mail.sd59.bc.ca Mr. Dave Sloan Superintendent of Schools SD #60 (Peace River North) 10112 - 105 Avenue Fort St. John, BC V1J 4S4 Phone: 250-262-6000 Fax: 250-262-6046 dsloan@prn.bc.ca Ms. Sherri Bell Superintendent of Schools SD #61 (Greater Victoria) 556 Boleskine Road Victoria, BC V8Z 1E8 Phone: 250-475-4162 Fax: 250-475-4112 sbell@sd61.bc.ca Mr. Jim Cambridge Superintendent of Schools SD #62 (Sooke) 3143 Jacklin Road Victoria, BC V9B 5R1 Phone: 250-474-9807 Fax: 250-474-9850 jcambridge@sd62.bc.ca Ms. Nancy MacDonald Superintendent of Schools SD #63 (Saanich) 2125 Keating Cross Road, PO Box 2000 Saanichton, BC V8M 2A5 Phone: 250-652-7332 Fax: 250-652-7360 nmacdonald@sd63.bc.ca Ms. Lisa Halstead Superintendent of Schools SD #64 (Gulf Islands) 112 Rainbow Road Salt Spring Island, BC V8K 2K3 Phone: 250-537-5548 Fax: 250-537-4200 lhalstead@sd64.bc.ca Ms. Wendy Hyer Superintendent of Schools SD #67 (Okanagan Skaha) 425 Jermyn Avenue Penticton, BC V2A 1Z4 Phone: 250-770-7713 Fax: 250-770-7732 whyer@summer.com Mr. Dave Hutchinson Superintendent of Schools SD #68 (Nanaimo) 395 Wakesiah Avenue Nanaimo, BC V9R 3K6 Phone: 250-754-5531 Fax: 250-741-5218 david.hutchinson@sd68.bc.ca Mr. Rollie Koop Superintendent of Schools SD #69 (Qualicum) Box 430 Parksville, BC V9P 2G5 Phone: 250-248-4241 Fax: 250-248-5767 rkoop@sd69.bc.ca Mr. Cam Pinkerton Superintendent of Schools SD #70 (Alberni) 4690 Roger Street Port Alberni, BC V9Y 3Z4 Phone: 250-720-2770 Fax: 250-723-0318 cpinkerton@sd70.bc.ca Ms. Sherry Elwood Superintendent of Schools SD #71 (Comox Valley) 607 Cumberland Road Courtenay, BC V9N 7G5 Phone: 250-334-5500 Fax: 250-334-5552 sherry.elwood@sd71.bc.ca Mr. Tom Longridge Superintendent of Schools SD #72 (Campbell River) 425 Pinecrest Road Campbell River, BC V9W 3P2 Phone: 250-830-2398 Fax: 250-287-2616 tom.longridge@sd72.bc.ca Dr. Terry Sullivan Superintendent of Schools SD #73 (Kamloops-Thompson) 1383 Ninth Avenue Kamloops, BC V2C 3X7 Phone: 250-374-0679 Fax: 250-372-1183 tsullivan@sd73.bc.ca Ms. Teresa Downs Superintendent of Schools SD #74 (Gold Trail) PO Bag 250 (400 Hollis Road) Ashcroft, BC V0K 1A0 Phone: 250-453-9101 Fax: 250-453-2425 tdowns@gw.sd74.bc.ca Mr. Bill Fletcher Superintendent of Schools SD #75 (Mission) 33046 Fourth Avenue Mission, BC V2V 1S5 Phone: 604-814-3701 Fax: 604-826-4640 bill.fletcher@mpsd.ca Dr. Karen Nelson Superintendent of Schools SD #78 (Fraser-Cascade) Bag 3200 (650 Kawkawa Lake Road) Hope, BC V0X 1L4 Phone: 604-869-2411 Fax: 604-869-7400 knelson@sd78.bc.ca Mr. Joe Rhodes Superintendent of Schools SD #79 (Cowichan Valley) 2557 Beverly Street Duncan, BC V9L 2X3 Phone: 250-748-0321 Fax: 250-748-6591 jrhodes@sd79.bc.ca Ms. Diana Samchuck Superintendent of Schools SD #81 (Fort Nelson) Box 87 Fort Nelson, BC V0C 1R0 Phone: 250-774-2591 Fax: 250-774-2598 dsamchuck@sd81.bc.ca Ms. Katherine McIntosh Superintendent of Schools SD #82 (Coast Mountains) 3211 Kenney Street Terrace, BC V8G 3E9 Phone: 250-638-4407 Fax: 888-290-4786 katherine.mcintosh@cmsd.bc.ca Mr. Glenn Borthistle Superintendent of Schools SD #83 (North Okanagan-Shuswap) Box 129 (220 Shuswap Street) Salmon Arm, BC V1E 4N2 Phone: 250-832-2157 Fax: 250-832-9428 gborthis@sd83.bc.ca Mr. Lawrence Tarasoff Superintendent of Schools SD #84 (Vancouver Island West) Box 100 Gold River, BC V0P 1G0 Phone: 250-283-2241 Fax: 250-283-7352 ltarasoff@viw.sd84.bc.ca Dr. Scott Benwell Superintendent of Schools SD #85 (Vancouver Island North) Box 90 Port Hardy, BC V0N 2P0 Phone: 250-949-6618 Fax: 250-949-8792 sbenwell@sd85.bc.ca Mr. Mike Gordon Superintendent of Schools SD #87 (Stikine) Box 190 Dease Lake, BC V0C 1L0 Phone: 250-771-4440 Fax: 250-771-4441 mike.gordon@sd87.bc.ca Ms. Charlene Seguin Superintendent of Schools SD #91 (Nechako Lakes) PO Box 129 (153 E. Connaught Street) Vanderhoof, BC V0J 3A0 Phone: 250-567-2284 Fax: 250-567-4639 cseguin@sd91.bc.ca Mr. Phillipe Brulot Superintendent of Schools SD #92 (Nisga'a) Box 240 New Aiyansh, BC V0J 1A0 Phone: 250-633-2228 Fax: 250-633-2401 pbrulot@nisgaa.bc.ca Mr. Mario Cyr Directeru general/Superintendent of Schools SD #93 (Conseil scolaire francophone) 180 - 10200 Shellbridge Way Richmond, BC V6X 2W7 Phone: 604-214-2601 Fax: 604-214-9881 dg@csf.bc.ca  )
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=23812&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 1, September 2011     Classified advertising  Travel/Vacation WHISTLER CABIN–PINECREST 5 bdrm/ loft, totally renovated with 4 baths, sauna, woodstove, large decks, fully equipped kitchen. By tennis courts and private lake. Seasonal rates from $275/nt. 604-936-3346, e-mail: glush49@gmail.com  WHISTLER Condo. Sleeps 4, views, close to village, 604-943-9423, preddyplace@telus.net. BLACKCOMB Luxury 2 bdrm/loft, 3 bath, sleeps 8, ski-in/ski-out, 604-940-0156. FRANCE. Ultimate vacations, privately owned, beautiful furn. 1 bdrm. central Paris. Wkly/mthly. 604-738-1876, 604-879-4936, irene.roland@gmail.com, www.ultimateparis.com  PUERTO VALLARTA Bright, clean, quiet, 1 bdrm, 2 blks from beach, downtown, $350/wk., monthly rates. 604-608-4268, dbemc@hotmail.com  GULF ISLANDS Deluxe waterfront cottage, 1 bd./sleeps 4, winter and summer rates, call Alma 250-629-3008, www.ainsliepointcottage.com  SOUTH OF FRANCE villa in lively, lovely market town of Limoux. 4 bdrms. Sleeps 8. 2 bathrooms. All mod cons. Near lake and river swimming and historic Carcassonne. Great rates. Deep discounts for long-term, off-season. www.southoffrancerental.com  QUADRA ISLAND private cabin for 2. Panoramic ocean, mountain view, soaker tub, www.lunavista.ca   MAUI Privately owned, beautiful fully furn. 2 bdrm, 2 bath condo, across from Kamaole Beaches. Great complex, Great location. 250-598-6955. MAUI HAWAII, Great S. Kihei location, 1 bdrm. with ocean view, across the street from great beaches. For more information 209-599-5248 or www.maui342.com  WATERFRONT CONDO Birch Bay, WA. 2 bdrm., 2 bath., available for day, week, or weekend rentals. Complex has indoor pool, hot tub, games room. $100/night. Further info contact Teresa, tvfierro@telus.net or 604-831-4080. WATERFRONT P.E.I. Beautiful 3 bdrm. cottage for rent May through Oct., $1700/wk. July and Aug. or $850/wk. spring/fall. Contact: brucehaven@hotmail.com  WHISTLER. Townhouse, sleeps 6, fully equip. 604-925-7669 or Gary 604-669-7212. For rent/exchange VANCOUVER Clean, bright, quiet, centrally located condos at Robson & Bute. 1 bdrm. $95. Daily/wkly/ mthly rates. 604-608-4268, dbemc@hotmail.com  Miscellaneous RETIRING? Join the BC Retired Teachers’ Association. The BCRTA Insurance Plans offer: travel, home, life and legacy planning, long-term care, scholarship for member dependent. Competitive, affordable, comprehensive. For more information, go to www.bcrta.ca or call 604-871-2260, 1-877-683-2243. FOR SALE Southern Gulf Island, 2 bdrm. rancher. $239K, www.mayneislandhome.com  PENSION QUESTIONS? Ask Arnie – now retired and available for expert, personal, one-to-one consultation including pension estimates, options, bridge, CPP/OAS, and pension splitting. Reasonable rates. Call Arnie Lambert at 604-354-5624 or e-mail arnielambert@shaw.ca  FRENCH FIELD TRIPS. Contact Sandy, Burns Bog Conservation Society, 604-572-0373. FIELD TRIPS. K–12 curriculum based. Burns Bog Conservation Society, 604-572-0373. EDUTALKS presents: Marianne Kaplan, creator of the award-winning film, The Boy Inside will discuss the challenges faced by her son, Adam, who has Asperger’s Syndrome. Adam, now 19, will also be speaking. This workshop is relevant for anyone who works with students requiring support with socialization. Friday, October 21 (provincial Pro-D day), at Hycroft, 1489 McRae Avenue, Vancouver. Cost $75. Register at www.edutalksseminars.com  TEACHING POSITIONS IN INTERNATIONAL SCHOOLS through the 24th annual Teachers’ Overseas Recruiting Fair at Queen’s University, January 27–29, 2012. Hundreds of K–12 positions in dozens of countries. Most contracts for 2 years. Pre-registration required. http://educ.queensu.ca/careers  FOR PEAT’S SAKE. A classroom study on Burns Bog and other peatlands. K–7 curriculum based. 206 pages, $59.95 plus HST. Special rate for multiple copies. Burns Bog Conservation Society, 604-572-0373. TECH reTREAT. Two all-day workshops: Integration of iPods, iPads, & Cameras or Notebook 10 Level 1 Training. October 21, 2011, Parksville, BC. Information or registration at www.westviewlearning.ca  YMCA CAMP ELPHINSTONE OUTDOOR CENTRE. Canoeing, kayaking, ropes, team building and much more! “The best camp experience I’ve had!” Bayview School. www.vanymca.org, 604-886-2025. SCHOOL TATOOS 1,000 tattoos with your school’s logo $149. Visit www.schooltattoos.ca, E-mail info@schooltattoos.ca or call 613-567-2636.  )
(20141007,www.cbc.ca,http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/b-c-teachers-strike-teachers-vote-overwhelmingly-in-favour-of-binding-arbitration-1.2762788?cmp=rss,B.C. teachers' strike: Teachers vote 'overwhelmingly' in favour of binding arbitration - British Columbia - CBC News Accessibility Links Skip to main content Skip to CBC accessibility page   CBC Global Navigation CBC.ca News News Menu Sports Sports Menu Music   Radio Radio Menu TV TV Menu My Region Menu   More CBC Menu   Watch Watch Menu Listen Listen Menu     British Columbia LIVE Vancouver More Streams CBC Radio One Listen Live CBC News Canada Major StoriesIn The News TIFF: Full coverage Intern hell Canada's top 1% Quebec charter CBC News Navigation Home World Canada Politics Business Health Arts & Entertainment Technology & Science Community Weather Video Canada BC News Events Weather Programs Video Audio Contact Us B.C. teachers' strike: Teachers vote 'overwhelmingly' in favour of binding arbitration BCTF says 99.4 per cent of teachers voted 'yes' to proposal to end the strike CBC News Posted: Sep 10, 2014 8:58 PM PT Last Updated: Sep 11, 2014 12:07 AM PT B.C. teachers vote 'yes' to binding arbitration 2:12 International student accommodations 2:31 International student accommodations 2:31 Support for teachers, in words and cash 1:53 Support for teachers, in words and cash 1:53 Related Stories Latest news: B.C. teachers' strike B.C. teachers' strike gets financial boost from Federation of Labour, nurses B.C. teachers' strike drags on with no end in sight B.C. teachers' strike: Voting today on binding arbitration B.C. teachers' strike: $266M budget surplus not for BCTF deal, says de Jong B.C. teachers' strike: government rejects binding arbitration B.C. teachers' strike: Minister calls union move to end strike 'silly' With more than 99 per cent of the B.C. teachers' vote coming back in favour of the option, B.C. Teachers’ Federation President Jim Iker again renewed the call for the government to enter into binding arbitration to end the months-long teachers' strike. "Tonight, B.C. teachers voted overwhelmingly to back to call for binding arbitration that would see an end to the strike and open our schools," Iker said, addressing a news conference just after 9:30 p.m. PT. Jim Iker delivers teachers' vote result RAW3:13 Out of the province's roughly 41,000 teachers, 30,669 cast ballots in the BCTF's internal vote. Iker said 30,490 of those ballots—99.4 per cent—came back as "yes" votes for binding arbitration. "Tomorrow morning, custodial staff could be pulling chairs off desks, teachers could be setting up their classrooms, school counsellors could be finalizing their timetables … and classes could start this week and our children could be learning," he said. More than 30,000 members of the BCTF voted today on a proposal to use binding arbitration to end their months-long strike. (Meera Bains/CBC) The BCTF said earlier on Wednesday that it was expecting to have a strong "yes" mandate for binding arbitration on wages and benefits. Under the proposal, issues around class size and composition would not go to arbitration, but would instead be resolved in an ongoing court case. Iker said, the B.C. government's refusal to go to binding arbitration is now the only thing blocking that back-to-school reality from happening. "We ask you again, to change your mind," he said. MORE | Updates on the B.C. teachers' strike B.C. teachers' strike gets financial boost from Federation of Labour, nurses​ ANALYSIS | B.C. teachers' strike drags on with no end in sight​ On Tuesday, Finance Minister Mike de Jong confirmed the government was unwilling to hand over any part of the dispute to a third party to resolve. Education Minister Peter Fassbender has repeatedly rejected the idea of binding arbitration, saying the only way the strike will be settled is through negotiations. On Wednesday night, he reiterated that stance. "The results of this vote were widely expected and understandable. We know B.C. teachers want schools re-opened.  That is a goal we all share," he said in a written statement. "As we have consistently made clear, binding arbitration would lead to unacceptable tax increases in this case. That's because the two sides remain too far apart on wages and benefits. The best way to resolve this labour dispute remains at the negotiating table," Fassbender said. Protesters chant during Christy Clark Q&A RAW5:46 VOTE | How do you think the B.C. teachers' strike should be resolved? How do you think the B.C. teachers' strike should be resolved? Report Typo Send Feedback Stay Connected with CBC News Mobile Facebook Podcasts Twitter Alerts Newsletter Latest British Columbia News Overlapping land claims stalling B.C. treaty, says commission read comments Surrey safety scores D+ in city's first ever report card read comments Woman who killed her two babies sentenced to 5 years Why a Vancouver writer is encouraging 'mighty ugly' art read comments Mysterious unicycle markings popping up on Vancouver bike routes read comments Must Watch Top News Headlines Smoke billowing from major train derailment and fire near Wadena, Sask. Daughter slams 'inhuman' way dad, 82, died in hospital supply room Have NHL enforcers fought their final round? Lunar eclipse tonight may see hunter's moon turn blood red Divided, uncertain Canada edges gingerly into Iraq Most Viewed Sarah Leung sentenced to 5 years for killing her 2 babies Overlapping land claims stalling B.C. treaty, says commission Surrey scores D+ for safety in Vital Signs report card Uber hiring staff in Vancouver, despite city moratorium Unicycle graffiti appears on Vancouver bike routes Kim Werker's mighty ugly art workshops foster creativity Vancouver riot's 'kissing couple' tell their story Pharmacists' failure to check drug risks leads to 'horrible' death Revelstoke dog Ollie shot, police seek suspect Don't Miss Overlapping land claims stalling B.C. treaty, says commission Surrey scores D+ for safety in Vital Signs report card Sarah Leung sentenced to 5 years for killing her 2 babies Ugly art Kim Werker's mighty ugly art workshops foster creativity Unicycle graffiti appears on Vancouver bike routes Seattle City Council replaces Columbus Day with Indigenous Peoples' Day Uber hiring staff in Vancouver, despite city moratorium Revelstoke dog Ollie shot, police seek suspect Vancouver sexual assaults prompt police warning Pharmacists still the 'best placed health professionals' to check drug risks Jonathan Bacon murder trial set for April 2016 Accidental wireless roaming charges hit Canadians living near border FINE ART E.J. Hughes paintings going to Audain Art Museum in Whistler Red moon Lunar eclipse timelapse replay and photos Tiffany Williams, 16, struck and killed by train in Maple Ridge CBC Global Footer CBC.ca Aboriginal Books Contests Digital Archives Documentaries Kids Kids' CBC Preschool Music News Parents Program Guide Radio Sports Television Subscriptions CBC Player CBC Shop Corporate About CBC Transparency and Accountability Jobs Production Facilities Mobile Production Rentals Ombudsman CBC: Get the Facts Independent Producers Public Appearances Pitch a Radio or Audio Program Program and Content Sales Archive Sales Educational Sales Image Research Library & Still Photos Consumer Recordings Digital TV Stay Connected Mobile RSS Podcasts Member Services:Newsletters & Alerts CBC Links Terms Of Use Reuse & Permissions Advertise Privacy Site Map Help Contact Us CBC Radio-Canada Copyright © CBC 2014 cbc.radio-canada.ca cbc.ca radio-canada.ca)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "#FunFriday Fact: #BC has the highest small business employment in Canada. October is Small Business Month! Check out: http://t.co/20bcLmlvFP" @bcliberals - 03:55pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12772,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2000 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 12, Number 4, Jan./Feb. 2000 “Yamo Yamo” Are you okay? by Valerie Dare Fana Soro’s greeting in the Baule language of the Cote d’Ivoire draws resounding response, "Ya!" In the Grade 7 classroom at Captain James Cook Elementary School, in Vancouver, the call and response sequence is repeated until all eyes are focussed on Fana, artist in residence for an enriched program that integrates music with social studies and woodworking. As well as focussing the students’ attention, the call and response technique generates collective energy for the task at hand, in this case building and learning to play a set of 10 West African balafons (wooden xylophones). The students are engaged in the second year of a three-year ArtsSmarts project, Integrated Learning through World Music: The Marimba Project, which will see the construction of sets of marimbas from Southern Africa, West Africa, and Latin America for use in music classrooms in 10 Vancouver elementary and secondary schools. The Zimbabwean marimbas built last spring in the woodwork shop at Britannia Secondary School are already circulating among the project schools and were featured in the opening ceremony of B.C. Arts and Culture Week in November. The ArtsSmarts Program is a national initiative of the J.W. McConnell Foundation of Montreal in which the arts are integrated with regular classroom studies through artist-in-residence programs. From totem pole carving in Kitimat to world music in Vancouver, 14 ArtsSmarts projects in the performing and visual arts are flourishing in schools around the province. Projects in B.C. are administered by the non-profit society, Art Starts in Schools, an organization that actively promotes the arts in education. One purpose of the balafon project at Cook Elementary School and nine other Vancouver schools is to give students first-hand experience of another culture through music. They learn about the social and cultural context of the instruments and the music and, by communicating with the artist, are able to find out how daily life in Africa compares with their lives in Canada. Such interaction with exceptional individuals, like Fana Soro, results in a positive relationship with someone from a different ethnicity and builds an understanding and appreciation for the artist’s culture. The global education aspect of the balafon project is supported by the BCTF’s W.R. Long Memorial International Fund Committee. Global-education funding enabled Fana to bring the materials for the balafons from his village in the Cote d’Ivoire and ensured the instruments’ authenticity. Not only are students able to work with indigenous materials such as African mahogany, animal skins, gourds, and spider-egg sacks, they follow traditional methods to assemble the balafons, carefully lacing the materials together with strips of wet goat hide and, finally, making the mallets from sturdy sticks and rubber strips cut from used bicycle inner tubes. At the project’s finale, the balafons are showcased at a school concert by Fana and his outstanding band, the Masabo Culture Company. The Grade 7 class explain to the audience how they built their balafons and the cultural significance of the instruments. They play alongside the professional musicians and have the entire school on their feet, dancing and singing. Proudly, they show their close connection to Fana and the music of his culture. Diplomats from the Cote d’Ivoire and Ghana and representatives from sponsoring organizations like the BCTF and Art Starts in Schools are present to witness the students’ accomplishments and celebrate the success of the project. Teacher Charmian Bland talks enthusiastically about the rewards both for herself and her students. "Working with and learning from Fana has been incredibly rewarding for me. He has a wonderful way of engaging the students and sharing his skills and knowledge that captivates the listener and encourages positive participation. It was exciting to see my usually self-conscious Grade 7 students eager to participate in dance, in singing, as well as playing the balafons." Although Fana has had years of experience working with students through a program with the Ministry of Culture in Norway, the balafon project in Vancouver is the first time he has built this instrument with children. He praises the students for their attentiveness and care in building the balafons and the parents for their participation. He also credits Bland for much of the success of the project, saying that it is essential for teachers to help students with the process of building, both to gain an understanding of the methods used and to show students they are interested and want to be involved. The students’ responses show their insight and enthusiasm: "It was cool to learn about the Ivory Coast and Fana’s heritage." "Fana’s language and the songs were strange at first, but they sounded really neat and it was fun to learn." "You don’t often get to make things that you play." "At first we had to figure out how to put the instruments together and in the end we sounded so good. I was surprised at how good we sounded." "After working with Fana for a while we got more creative and open." Twenty more balafons are nearing completion in similar projects at Britannia Secondary and Britannia Elementary schools and will be ready for use in January when Fana offers professional development workshop sessions for teachers and parents from participating schools. As well as being fun, the sessions ensure that the music teachers will have the expertise to team-teach with Fana and be an active part of the program in their classrooms. Their schools will also have the option of booking the Masabo Culture Company for a concert that includes student performance on the balafons. Music teachers from outside Vancouver can see Fana present the program at the B.C. Music Educators’ Conference in Richmond on February 18, 2000. To support Fana’s work in schools, curriculum materials are being developed that will provide background information on the Cote d’Ivoire and its music and dance (Fana is also a former member of the country’s national dance company). When completed, the materials will be available through BCTF Lesson Aids. The Vancouver School Board is also producing a documentary film about the balafon project that will be available from the filmmaker in the spring. Valerie Dare is co-ordinator of the Marimba Project, Britannia Secondary School, Vancouver. For more information about the balafon project, Art Starts in Schools, or the ArtsSmarts Program, contact: Charmian Bland, 604-713-4828 Wendy Newman, Executive Director, Art Starts in Schools, 604-878-7144, ext 3 Jody Smiling, ArtsSmarts Co-ordinator, Art Starts in Schools, 604-878-7144, ext 2 Kevin Bruce, Artists’ Bookings, Art Starts in Schools, 604-878-7144, ext 1 Valerie Dare, Britannia Secondary School, 604-255-9371, ext 227 Randy Rotheisler, VSB fimmaker, Templeton Secondary School, 604-255-9344, ext 138 Fana Soro can be booked through Art Starts in Schools or reached directly at 604-584-5330 or soro@bc.sympatico.ca Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141007,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/bcedplan/status/380922849554595841?screen_name=bcedplan&screen_name=bcedplan&id=380922849554595841&id=380922849554595841,BC's Education Plan on Twitter: "@rmfaris we have staff who visit districts on a regular basis as part of their role, but me the @bcedplan twitter guy I have to be creative" Twitter Search query Search Twitter Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Language: English Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Have an account? Sign in New to Twitter? Join Today » Sign In Phone, email or username Password Sign in Remember me Forgot password? Already using Twitter via text message? Christopher Lister ‏ @Mr_Lister 19 Sep 2013 Inspiring listening to @hopkinsjeff talk about how he transformed an aging Ed system into an engaging inquiry-based school. #sd33 #bclearns Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet BC's Education Plan ‏ @bcedplan 19 Sep 2013 . @mr_lister agreed. @hopkinsjeff's Pacific School of Innovation + Inquiry is a great example of the #bcedplan vision in action! Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Reema Faris ‏ @rmfaris 19 Sep 2013 So @bcedplan vision exemplified by an independent school? W all due respect, that's problematic. @Mr_Lister @hopkinsjeff Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Valerie Irvine ‏ @_valeriei 19 Sep 2013 @rmfaris @bcedplan @mr_lister @hopkinsjeff u need to learn more before commentary. It is a model & philosophies can & are supported in #bced Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Reema Faris ‏ @rmfaris 19 Sep 2013 @_valeriei @bcedplan @Mr_Lister @hopkinsjeff No problem w school & likely lots to look at. But there are diffs & msg doesn't address that. Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Valerie Irvine ‏ @_valeriei 19 Sep 2013 @rmfaris it is a great example. Easy to achieve vision when independent but same thing happens all over. @bcedplan @mr_lister @hopkinsjeff Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Reema Faris ‏ @rmfaris 19 Sep 2013 @_valeriei @bcedplan @Mr_Lister @hopkinsjeff Lots of gr8 work done in bced & if prov govt provided equivalent funding even more achievable. Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet BC's Education Plan ‏ @bcedplan 19 Sep 2013 . @rmfaris happy to promote any BC schools - public or indep - practicing innovative 21st c teaching + learning. Pls share your e.g.s Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Reema Faris ‏ @rmfaris 19 Sep 2013 @bcedplan 17 schools in West Van doing amazing things. Come visit; see for yourself. W comparable funding even mire potential. For u to 1/2 Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet BC's Education Plan ‏ @bcedplan 19 Sep 2013 @rmfaris if there was no travel freeze I'd love to come and see your schools in action. Can you share details with us in another way? Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Reema Faris ‏ @rmfaris 19 Sep 2013 @bcedplan If those responsible 4 articulating edu vision subject to travel freeze, unable to go out & see, perhaps we've got bigger problem. Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Follow Following Unfollow Blocked Unblock Pending Cancel BC's Education Plan ‏ @bcedplan 19 Sep 2013 @rmfaris we have staff who visit districts on a regular basis as part of their role, but me the @bcedplan twitter guy I have to be creative Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet 10:14 PM - 19 Sep 2013 Reema Faris ‏ @rmfaris 19 Sep 2013 @bcedplan Ah. Sometimes a challenge to tell who is doing what & the scope of responsibilities each carries. Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Don’t miss any updates from BC's Education Plan © 2014 Twitter About Help Ads info Close Flag this media This has already been marked as containing sensitive content. Flag this as containing potentially illegal content. Submit Cancel Learn more about flagging media Dismiss Close Previous Next Close Go to a person's profile Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Close Retweet this to your followers? Cancel Retweet Close Are you sure you want to delete this Tweet? Cancel Delete Close Block Cancel Block Add a location to your Tweets When you tweet with a location, Twitter stores that location. You can switch location on/off before each Tweet and always have the option to delete your location history. Learn more Turn location on Not now Turn off location Close Profile summary Close Your lists Close Create a new list List name Description Under 100 characters, optional Privacy Public · Anyone can follow this list Private · Only you can access this list Save list Close Close Embed this Tweet Add this Tweet to your website by copying the code below. Learn more Hmm, there was a problem reaching the server. Try again? Include parent Tweet Include media Preview Close Sign up for Twitter Not on Twitter? Sign up, tune into the things you care about, and get updates as they happen. Have an account? Sign in » Close Two-way (sending and receiving) short codes: Country Code For customers of United States 40404 (any) Canada 21212 (any) United Kingdom 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM Haiti 40404 Digicel, Voila Ireland 51210 Vodafone, O2 India 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Indonesia 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » See SMS short codes for other countries Close Confirmation)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "Eid Mubarak to all those celebrating in BC!" @bcliberals - 06:52pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/BCTFNews.aspx?id=28981&printPage=true,BCTF News Vol. 18, No. 4, December 2012  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Newsletters and Alerts > BCTF News > 2012-13 Archives       Volume 18, Number 4, December 2012  In this issue:  Project of Heart  Education and reconciliation  Oppose Bill C-377  Mercury poisoning claim to be reheard  Yukon teachers secure new contract  CCPA study finds support for higher taxes  BC Teachers' Federation survey on Poverty and Education: A Teacher's Perspective  Fall media campaign  Project of heart Project of Heart is an inquiry based, hands-on, collaborative, inter-generational, artistic journey of seeking truth about the history of Aboriginal people in Canada. The project invites teachers of all students, at all grade levels, to examine the facts about the development of the Indian Residential Schools system. It was a strategy of aggressive assimilation that saw over 150,000 Aboriginal children in Canada forcefully removed from their families, their homes, and their communities. Fostering awareness will serve to: acknowledge the extent of loss to former students, their families, and communities. commemorate the lives of the thousands of Indigenous children who died as a result of the residential school experience. call Canadians to action, through social justice endeavours, to change our present and future history collectively. Learn more about Project of Heart and how you can be involved. Education and reconciliation The BCTF has long advocated for increased Aboriginal content across the K–12 curriculum. We have actively worked to support the implementation of Aboriginal educator employment equity agreements in school districts across BC. The 2011 Annual General Meeting called for additional Aboriginal-themed courses and the requirement for all BC students to take one such course in order to graduate. Conversations on these matters have continued with the ministry and other provincial organizations at the K–12 Aboriginal Education Partners table. The First Nations Education Steering Committee is one of the other organizations at that table, held its annual conference a couple of weeks ago, with BCTF representatives and many members in attendance. The conference theme for 2012 was inspired by the interim recommendations of the Truth & Reconciliation Commission, which focuses on the impacts and consequences of the Indian Residential School system in Canada. The conference provided an opportunity to look at how educators can increase authentic First Peoples curriculum in BC schools and to discuss the important role that public institutions can have in transforming relations with Aboriginal peoples. BCTF second vice-president Glen Hansman was one of the participants on a panel discussion on the theme of how reconciliation can be achieved through education. The keynote address from the Truth & Reconciliation Commission chairperson Justice Murray Sinclair can be found here. Oppose Bill C-377 In a further sign of the federal government’s aversion to unions, Bill C-377 is being hurried through Parliament. This bill aims to impose onerous reporting on labour organizations of financial and other detailed forms of information. This private members’ bill, sponsored by Conservative MP Russ Hiebert does not mention that unions, as democratic organizations, already disclose their financial statements to their members. Bill C-377 will force every union, labour council, federations of labour, and the Canadian Labour Congress to file intrusive financial reports that will be posted on a public website for every employer to see. The Canadian Bar Association says Bill C-377 should be withdrawn because it invades the personal privacy of individual Canadians and is likely unconstitutional. It is estimated that anywhere from $32 million to $45 million will be needed to operate the new bureaucracy administering the bill—a complete waste of taxpayers’ money. The Labour Critic for the NDP, Alexandre Boulerice, is collecting signatures for a petition to oppose Bill C-377. Please add your name to the petition and share it to your networks, friends, and allies. Petition: www.change.org/en-CA/petitions/je-m-oppose-%C3%A0-l-adoption-de-c-377-i-oppose-c-377   Mercury poisoning claim to be reheard In 2004 and 2005 six teachers at Mount Baker Secondary School applied to the Workers’ Compensation Board for benefits on the basis of having been poisoned by long-term exposure to mercury in science labs in the school. The mercury levels in their blood were elevated far above normal and they experienced classic symptoms of mercury poisoning including: profound fatigue, headaches, joint pain, respiratory problems, tremors, weight loss, memory loss, insomnia, and irritability. The WCB, the WCB Review Division, and the Workers’ Compensation Appeal Tribunal (WCAT) dismissed all six claims. In June 2012, the teachers went to BC Supreme Court seeking a judicial review of the WCAT ruling on December 4, in a strongly worded decision, Justice Anthony Saunders, of the BC Supreme Court, ruled that the WCAT failed to properly weigh the evidence and set an unreasonably high diagnostic criterion in determining whether the teachers suffered mercury poisoning due to their employment. “It was manifestly unfair to the petitioners. The panel’s conclusion was patently unreasonable,” Judge Saunders wrote. He ordered the case back to the WCAT for rehearing and redetermination in accordance with his reasons. BCTF President Susan Lambert hailed the ruling, and praised the teachers for their tenacity and determination in continuing to seek a fair outcome despite so many setbacks over the years. Yukon teachers secure new contract A new collective agreement gives teachers in the Yukon a 5.75% pay increase over three years and reduced class sizes. The starting salary is now $62,434 rising to $64,798 by July 1, 2014. Salaries at max rise from $99,802 in 2012 to $103,580 by July 1, 2014. Kindergarten class sizes have been reduced from 20 students to 18. For Grades 1 to 3, classes will be limited to 22 students from 23, and the new maximum for Grades 4 to 7 will be 25. The PD fund increased by $48,000. CCPA study finds support for higher taxes A research study recently completed by the Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives shows that British Columbians are prepared to pay higher taxes in order to fund key policy changes. The changes identified in the study include: more access to home and community care for seniors the creation of a $10/day child-care program protection of BC’s forests and endangered species eliminating MSP premiums. Many British Columbians favour a change in tax policy that would see corporations paying more along with high income earners. 67% of respondents think major corporations are paying less than they should, and 44% thought much less than they should. 78% of respondents say those in the top 20% of income earners are paying less than they should and 63% much less than they should. 57% said those making $100,000 and over should pay more with nearly a third thinking the threshold for tax increases should be $85,000. Talk of tax increases has been avoided by political leaders but the results from this study indicate a shift in public opinion and as the CCPA observes, “our political leaders are behind the curve.” People are realizing that tax reductions only lead to reduced services and increased user fees, whereas better value, and a more efficient and equitable option is government provision through increased taxes. Read the full study. BC Teachers’ Federation survey on poverty and education: A teacher’s perspective BC has persistently high child-poverty rates, with thousands of BC families struggling economically whose children are dealing with the effects of poverty at home and at school. BCTF is conducting a survey to learn from teachers about the poverty-related needs of students to identify what is most needed at school to overcome educational barriers related to poverty. If you would like to participate in the online survey, please go to the member portal and access the link there. If you have any questions or would prefer a paper version of the survey, please contact BCTF Research Department at 604-871-2251 or 1-800-663-9163, extension 2251, or by e-mail at afield@bctf.ca. Fall media campaign Click this link to the website for the communications agency the Federation has been working with our fall media campaign. It’s an “all-in-one” source for radio, television, and print media we have done since August. Everything in the above campaign references our Better Schools for BC microsite. Better Schools For BC outlines the Federations’ positive plan for public education. The hardcopy version has been in circulation for a year now. Our provincial year of action is focused on the theme from Better Schools for BC. Members are encouraged to share the many graphics, videos, and documents included on the Better Schools for BC microsite to generate conversation and to make public education a vote-determining issue in 2013.        )
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/BargainingAndContracts.aspx?id=4934,BCTF > Essential Services Legislation Undermines Public Education  	Bargaining and contracts  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers Aboriginal Education  Bargaining & Collective Agreements  Français  Health & Safety  New Teachers  Opportunities for Members  Pensions Professional Development  Professional Rights & Responsibility  Provincial Specialist Associations  Salary & Benefits  Teachers Teaching On Call  Teaching Resources  For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Bargaining and Contracts > Bargaining Rights Essential Services Legislation Undermines Public Education During the election campaign, the Liberals promised to place education back in the Labour Relations Code as an essential service, as it had been before 1994. On August 14, 2001, the government returned education to the code but made some significant changes. Previously essential service meant “necessary or essential to prevent immediate and serious danger to the health, safety, or welfare of the residents of British Columbia.” The new wording states that “the minister may direct the Labour Relations Board to designate as essential services those facilities, productions, and services that the board considers necessary or essential to prevent immediate and serious disruption to the provision of educational programs.” The new provision can be activated by the minister of labour, the chair of the Labour Relations Board (LRB), the employer, or the union. The LRB has the responsibility to decide if there will be any essential-service designations, and if so, what levels of service would have to be provided. Why essential services now? This provision is an intrusion into the bargaining process. Essential services have traditionally been services provided 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 365 days a year like healthcare, police officers, and firefighters. Education is a service provided for approximately 190 days a year. Schools close in the evening and for weekends and holidays. Since 1992, students have lost an average of 27 minutes a year to job actions. Students lose more than that each year to colds, flu, and family vacations. The Vancouver Sun reported that Gordon Campbell took his children out of school for two weeks in December every year for a family vacation. His children lost 100 times more instruction to the family vacation than the average student lost to job actions. Members of the government have often stated that students have lost four million days of instruction because of labour disputes since 1992. They don’t mention that those four million days represent approximate 0.4% of the billion days taught in the same period. Essential-services legislation will not provide much-needed resources or attract one new teacher to the province. What’s next? We will stick to our agenda. We will continue to be advocates for teachers, for students, and for public education—and we’ll do it, as we have in the past, through collective bargaining. We will meet the needs of teachers and students in our schools and despite this legislation, we have a wide range of options if we are forced to use them. Its about time for an agreement We are negotiating for a collective agreement that will meet the needs of teachers and students in the schools. Total number of school days lost to strikes in schools over the last nine years: 4 million Total number of school days taught over the last nine years: 1 billion Percentage of school days lost to strikes: 0.4% Percentage of school days taught: 99.6% Average annual amount of class time lost to strikes over the last nine years: 27 minutes Number of provinces in Canada that deem education to be an “essential” service: 1 province – British Columbia For more information, visit the BCTF Web site: www.bctf.ca About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2011/10/bc-government-proposal-for-class.html?showComment0751317770941509,Staffroom Confidential: BC government proposal for class composition is "rationing" Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, October 4, 2011 BC government proposal for class composition is "rationing" I hope no-one is fooled by the BC Government proposal to address class composition announced in yesterday's Throne speech. It is unfair, unequal, and perhaps unconstitutional. See the announcement here: http://www2.news.gov.bc.ca/news_releases_2009-2013/2011EDUC0082-001253.htm The government has proposed a limited fund to address supporting students with special needs and class composition. The amount in the fund would be in the "tens" of millions. This is a far cry from the $275 million per year removed in 2002 (which is more like $330 million in today's dollars). It is insulting to both teachers and the students of BC that this government thinks it is OK to "remedy" their mistake with just one tenth the amount of funding. Probably the only reason there is any money on the table is because a BC Supreme Court found their actions in 2002 unconstitutional. But the courts also identified $275 million per year as the amount removed. If the government can afford $930 million on Smart Meters, then it can afford $330 million for students and public education. Equally as problematic is the process of a "fund". In my view, once a child is designated with specific learning needs, they have a constitutional right to educational services that meet their specific learning needs. But in the "fund" model, a limited (and too small) amount of funding would be available so that only some of the students' needs would be met. Teachers and/or parents would have to "apply" for funding and state their case about why their situation was the "neediest". Under this model, some students would be denied services. Teachers and parents would have to spend time "making the case" for services AFTER they had already gone through the process of testing and designation and writing an individual education plan. Only some students and classrooms would be funded. The School Act states that every individual education plan must be implemented. This is how it should be. Once specific needs have been identified and a plan to address those needs is developed, that plan should be fully funded in order to implement it properly. This includes a suitable classroom composition and class size to ensure the teacher has time to address the plan. It also includes adequate numbers of specialist teachers to provide individual one-on-one teaching. Prior to the Liberals changing the special education funding formula and removing class size limits in 2002, this is basically how it worked. Different designations resulted in different levels of funding and often were specifically assigned to a particular child. Class size limits and class composition limits ensured that for every class, the variety of needs in the class and the size of the class was manageable for the teacher. Ratios of specialist teachers to students ensured each specialist teacher would have adequate time to spend with each student on their caseload. When these protections were stripped away, students and teachers paid the price. Students no longer were automatically provided the services they needed. Teachers were overwhelmed with complex needs and larger classes and a massive increase in workload. The government needs to ensure that every single child has their needs fully met. This cannot be done through a competitive "fund" that would end up serving only the "neediest". Such a system is simply the "rationing" of an inadequate provision of educational services. And such a competitive symptom will ultimately pit students, parents, teachers and administrators against each other, as each advocates for different sets of students. So on top of failing to provide adequate supports, this system would exacerbate relationships and create an unhealthy competitive climate. Imagine the equivalent in health care. You are tested and identified with an illness. But your family doctor is forced to apply and "make the case" for you to receive specialist services from a limited "fund". We don't run our health care system this way and we shouldn't run our schools this way either. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 2:32 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 3 comments: AnonymousOctober 4, 2011 at 3:55 PM Oh, but that is exactly the case in health care. If I require a Rx that is not on the Pharmacare list, my family doctor has to make the case that I need it. It's the same to see some specialists... the family doctor has to make the case.ReplyDelete Tara EhrckeOctober 4, 2011 at 4:29 PM Anonymous...getting the DESIGNATION is making the case for the need for services. That already happens. This would be like AFTER your doctor makes the case then only 10% of the referrals get service...only the WORST cases get service. Or if a medication came in limited supply and only the 10% of the sickest people got it, not everyone who legitimately needed it. Special ed funding has always been given based on an initial testing and assessment and designation by the Ministry.ReplyDelete Ian WenigerOctober 4, 2011 at 9:07 PM Christy Clark is negotiating through vague passages in the Throne Speech and George Abbott is bargaining through glib top-down ministerial announcements. But Gorgeous George has shown us some money, and there's way more where that came from. The money pot, as Tara says, is completely inappropriate; it is designed to drive students and families out of public schools once they lose the fight for scant funds. Teachers will never accept that and neither will parents. The Liberals are trying to once again monetize the basic demand--that they follow the judge's rule and restore the contract. Adrian Dix and the NDP education critic Robin Austin have pointed out the government's criminality in stripping contracts and breaking their own laws, and this is great. The next step for the NDP is to come out and publicly support that the 2002 contract has to be reinstated. And solidarity among our parent groups and other unions may not be as hard as one might think. Apart from the amazing events at Occupy Wall Street, where people are making new connections between disputes every day, BCers appear not very convinced that teachers need to be punished. The $175m offer may sound good to people who believe that teachers are just about the money. When that money is revealed as just a pot to feed the neediest children, however, such an appalling Dickensian image is just not in BC's imagination. I have been told, on 30 September at 14:50, by the BCPSEA's Facebook administrator that people who "focus on specific options available at this point is premature and simply intended, in our view, to generate anxiety." So essentially BCPSEA's PR team is dismissing anyone who thinks a lockout was ever near the table. Are these people for real? I'm feeling pretty optimistic and I think this optimism needs to be expressed with our own meetings with parents and other workers about the job action. People who want to save public education and stop the cuts need to start organizing themselves.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ▼  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ▼  October (16) Abbott's plan: some thoughts... Teachers upset with BCPSEA allegations and threats... BCPSEA's hypocritical application to LRB over BC t... Occupy Education Builds Momentum The "transformation agenda" for BC education? - fo... Big brother and the Ministry of Education How to judge a School Board candidate - by their r... Solidarity and the 99% - Why teachers should suppo... Occupying Education Abbott's plan: Drastic changes with no consultatio... Guest post: Tobey Steeves on Bills 27/28 - a perso... BCPSEA - missing the point on local bargaining We are the 99 BC government proposal for class composition is "r... A little interlude... BC School Trustees consider a teacher lockout ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media last tweet "" @ - 12:00am Follow @ last post "" facebook/ - Jan 1st Like Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/IssuesInEducation.aspx?id=22513&libID=22503&printPage=true,BCTF> Leadership Initiatives and programs  	BCTF > Issues in Education  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Issues in Education Leadership Initiatives This section provides information about leadership initiatives in BC school districts, educational leadership courses in BC universities, and several teacher union approaches to supporting the development of teacher leaders. BC school districts Island Leadership Coalition (ILC)   BC university courses  Vancouver Island University Master of Education in Educational Leadership   Teacher Leadership Graduate Diploma     Thompson Rivers University   Master of Education (MEd)    University of British Columbia Master’s in Educational Administration and Leadership  Doctor of Education in Educational Leadership and Policy (EdD)    University of Northern British Columbia Multidisciplinary Leadership Specialization  Leading for Learning Graduate Certificate    University of Victoria Master of Education (MEd) or Master of Arts (MA) in Leadership Studies    UBC Okanagan Educational Leadership and Administration Certificate    Teacher unions Canadian Alberta Teachers' Association (ATA) Action Research Monograph: Teacher Leadership in Assessment     Elementary Teachers' Federation of Ontario (ETFO)   Leaders and Learning: ETFO Members at Work (Voice special issue)   International Australian Education Union (AEU)  Educational Leadership and Teaching for the Twenty First Century   Educational Leadership and Teaching for the Twenty-First Century: A Desirable Scenario  Educational Institute of Scotland (EIS)  The EIS & Leadership in Schools     )
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(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/alicatthistle/status/509193952478892032,Alison on Twitter: "What a great #picnicprotest! Thanks @gvta 💙 #bced #iwillholdtheline http://t.co/WgLAl2RFDo" টুইটার অনুসন্ধান অনুসন্ধান টুইটার খুঁজুন সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ ভাষা : বাংলা. हिन्दी Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন টুইটার-এ নতুন ? আজই যোগদান করুন » সাইন ইন করুন ফোন, ইমেল বা ব্যবহারকারীর নাম পাসওয়ার্ড সাইন ইন আমাকে মনে রাখুন পাসওয়ার্ড ভুলে গেছেন? ইতিমধ্যে আপনি কি টেক্সট বার্তার মাধ্যমে টুইটার ব্যবহার করছেন? অনুসরণ অনুসরণ করা কর্মসমূহ:অনুসরণ না করা অবরুদ্ধ অবরোধ মুক্ত মুলতুবি বাতিল Alison ‏ @alicatthistle ৯ সেপ্টেম্বর What a great #picnicprotest! Thanks @gvta #bced #iwillholdtheline pic.twitter.com/WgLAl2RFDo প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট পুনঃটুইটগুলি ৭ প্রিয় ৭ ৯:১৭ অপরাহ্ণ - ৮ সেপ্টেম্বর, ২০১৪ Alison থেকে কোন আপডেট মিস্ করবেন না © 2014 টুইটার সম্বন্ধে সহায়তা বিজ্ঞপ্তি তথ্য বন্ধ মিডিয়াটিকে চিহ্নিত করুন এটি ইতিমধ্যে সংবেদনশীল কন্টেন্ট ধারণকারী হিসাবে চিহ্নিত হয়েছে। পতাকা তুলুন এটি সম্ভাব্যরূপে অবৈধ বিষয়বস্তুর ধারণকারী হিসেবে। সমর্পণ করা বাতিল মিডিয়াকে চিহ্নিত করা সম্পর্কে আরো জানুন খারিজ বন্ধ পূর্ববর্তী পরবর্তী বন্ধ একজন ব্যক্তির প্রোফাইলে যান সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ বন্ধ আপনার অনুসরণকারীদের এই পুনঃটুইটটি পাঠাবেন? বাতিল পুনঃটুইট বন্ধ আপনি কি নিশ্চিত যে এই টুইট মুছে দিতে চান? বাতিল মুছে ফেলুন বন্ধ রোধ করন বাতিল রোধ করন আপনার টুইটসমুহে একটি অবস্থান যুক্ত করুন যখন একটি অবস্থানের সঙ্গে আপনার টুইট করেন, টুইটার সেই অবস্থান সংরক্ষণ করে। প্রত্যেক টুইটের আগে আপনি আপনার অবস্থান চালু / বন্ধ করতে পারেন, এবং যে কোনও সময় আপনি আপনার অবস্থানের ইতিহাস মুছে ফেলতে পারেন। আরো জানুন অবস্থান চালু করুন এখন নয় স্থান বন্ধ করুন বন্ধ প্রোফাইল সারসংক্ষেপ বন্ধ আপনার তালিকাসমূহ বন্ধ একটি নতুন তালিকা তৈরি করুন নাম তালিকা বিবরণ 100 অক্ষরের কম, ঐচ্ছিক তালিকাসমূহ:গোপনীয়তা সাধারণ · যে কেউ এই তালিকা অনুসরণ করতে পারেন ব্যক্তিগত · শুধুমাত্র আপনিই এই তালিকায় প্রবেশ করতে পারবেন তালিকা সংরক্ষণ করুন বন্ধ বন্ধ এই টুইট স্থাপিত কর আপনার নীচের ওয়েবসাইটে কোডটি অনুলিপি দ্বারা এই টুইট যোগ করুন * আরও জানুন হুম, সার্ভারে পৌঁছনোর একটি সমস্যা ছিল। পরে আবার চেষ্টা করবেন? প্রকৃত টুইট অন্তর্ভুক্ত করুন অন্তর্ভুক্ত মিডিয়া প্রাকদর্শন বন্ধ টুইটারে নিবন্ধন করুন টুইটারে নেই? নিবন্ধন করুন, আপনির পছন্দের বিষয়গুলির সাথে যুক্ত হন, এবং তাদের বিষয়ে হালনাগাদ পান। একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন » বন্ধ দুটি উপায় (প্রেরণ এবং গ্রহণ) শর্ট কোড: দেশ কোড গ্রাহকদের জন্য মার্কিন যুক্তরাষ্ট্র 40404 (যে কোন) কানাডা 21212 (যে কোন) যুক্তরাজ্য 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM হাইতি 40404 Digicel, Voila আয়ারল্যান্ড 51210 Vodafone, O2 ভারত 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance ইন্দোনেশিয়া 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » অন্য দেশসমুহের এসএসএস সংক্ষিপ্ত কোড দেখুন বন্ধ নিশ্চিতকরণ)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=21016,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > April 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 6, April 2010  Readers write Olympic pride Youth is a time of hope and idealism. As a teen, I exuberantly supported the Olympics and what they stood for in pursuing excellence and unity in our world. Then as the years passed I lost that; cynicism about politics, corporatism, and elitism sullied my perspective with each passing game. That all changed as I watched the opening ceremonies of the 2010 Winter Olympic Games. How proud I am to be a Canadian citizen at a time when we begin to show the world that our true heritage is intricately, powerfully, and positively linked to the indigenous peoples of this land: the Metis, the First Nations, and the Inuit. We empower ourselves and the world by recognizing that the missing Canadians we have all had a part in ignoring or pushing aside actually belong in the centre of our circle. My Olympic idealism is revived! Go, Canada. Jennie Boulanger, Coquitlam Young teachers need a break I was fortunate to participate at an excellent BCTF Retirement seminar, where the presenter tried valiantly, and for the most part successfully, to speak above the chatter of some of our colleagues. Thinking about retirement brought me to thinking about the future of our profession, and looking around the staffroom at lunch made me worry. My worry stems not from the fact that our young colleagues are energetic and enthusiastic, but from the fact that there are not enough of them. I know the universities are continuing to train large numbers of teachers and I am also involved in that, with student teachers at least once and sometimes twice a year. My worry is that these young, enthusiastic, full-of-potential people are not getting hired. They are not getting hired because the TTOC list, which is the threshold for entering most districts, is filled with retired teachers. I respect my retired colleagues, indeed, when a TTOC comes in and “knows the drill” and has no problems with discipline or reading my scratches that pass for preparation, I can be confident that the day will pass smoothly. However, as much as I respect my retired colleagues, I feel a certain unfairness on their part with regard to our young, inexperienced colleagues. Most retired teachers have an income that is being grandly supplemented by being a TTOC. In addition to the financial aspect, how can a new teacher get experience if they do not work? I have no answer to this dilemma; I do know that the future of our profession, indeed, the future of education in British Columbia, must include well-trained, highly educated, and knowledgeable individuals who are committed to public education. It is within the power of the universities to select those individuals who meet the emotional and intellectual needs of the profession, the schools to give successful new colleagues a place to develop, and the union to give young teachers a spiritual home. Ellen McDonnell, Burnaby You said what? I was reading through the March issue of “Federation Funnies” and it brought to mind a conversation I had with my Grade 6 student the other month. I teach in a one-room school in Blue River. We were in the middle of social studies one day when my Grade 6 student raised his hand for a question. He waited patiently until I was able to call on him to ask a question. He said, “Mr. B, why is it that they call them humanitarians and not just use the word cannibal?” At first I wasn’t sure what word he was saying because he was mispronouncing humanitarian (as he tried to remember the word he had heard on the news that morning). As it hit me what he was saying, it took every ounce of self control not to burst into laughter; to me it seemed hilarious. I composed myself and answered him with the difference between humanitarian and cannibal. I don’t think he’ll make that mistake again. Thanks for your time, bye for now. John Blakley, Blue River Stress release I have just finished reading through the latest edition of Teacher, which I receive online, and was thrilled to see the two funny stories that I submitted had both been published. Regarding the second one, I correctly named the students mainly for the benefit of the students’ parents. When it happened, about 10 years ago, I did not tell the parents the story because I knew that they would have been very embarrassed about their sons misbehaving in school. One of the parents is still a vice-principal, and since then, another of the parents has become an elementary classroom teacher, and another, a school board trustee. I am sure that now when they read the stories, and see that they were submitted by me, they will recognize the students as their little boys in Grade 1, and have as much of a laugh as I did then, and still do now. Thank you for providing the opportunity for teachers to input personal content to the publication. I would like to see more of these or similar invitations in Teacher. In these times of high stress and professional fulfillment, it is important to share the happier moments of our daily experiences and careers, and give a chance for our hearts to laugh. Wishing you all a Happy New Year of the Tiger. May it bring you health and good fortune. Audrey Lear, Comox Valley Help for a Namibian primary school Imagine teaching in a shed made of sticks and grass, with the students sitting on logs and writing by balancing paper on their thighs. This is the reality in a rural school in Namibia that is seeking sister schools that could help provide some resources for the development of the school. While Namibia has made significant advances in developing schools since independence from South Africa 20 years ago, most of the improvements have been in the urban areas. Rural schools are often far from where students live, and have few resources and facilities. Some students walk as far as 10 kilometres to get to classes. When I was at the congress of the Namibian National Teachers’ Union (NANTU), an activist teacher approached me to make the case for her school, the Omutwewomhedi Primary School. I told her that I would let teachers in BC know about her school and see if any were interested in developing a sister relationship and help the development of the school. Most students in the school are orphans or from very low-income families that have no capacity to provide more for the school. If you would like further information about the school, please contact me at lkuehn@bctf.ca. Larry Kuehn, BCTF Research and Technology Hardship obvious I was always a bit of a slow reader while holding a piece of chalk in a portable or genuine classroom. Retired, after 23 years in that role, ironically there is the time now to taste each word in Teacher and really appreciate the content. Congratulations for publishing that piece by Brittney Deering (Langley Secondary student) re the transit system. Now that I’m over the hill (65), a pass is only $42 monthly. I live on the bus, skytrain, and Canada Line (lugging an accordian—doing oldtime song gigs at senior homes, hospitals, etc.). No more car to worry about, thank heavens! Sitting there on our public transit system (that you and I have paid for) the “incredible hardship” that Deering speaks to is obvious. All these officials to keep everything on track and yet for youngsters and those on low incomes, who have to witness the police transit security, escalating costs, stress and conflict with bus drivers, it must be a pretty tough pill to swallow, eh? Wait until she tries to apply to enter university. A textbook alone can cost more than $100. Who pays most of the costs of developing a UBC, or an SFU? It’s the average working Joe and Jane in East Vancouver, Surrey, and Langley! In reality, which students will end up going to these wonderful institutions of higher learning—those from Kerrisdale or from Newton? On top of all this, the ministry has the chutzpah to reward students and parents with the nonsense of the FSA. If Albert Einstein had been a Grade 4 student in Whalley, he would likely have failed it with flying colours! By some miracle, had young Albert suddenly blossomed at Queen Elizabeth Secondary (off King George Highway) he probably wouldn’t have had enough loonies to attend UBC or SFU—perhaps not even enough funds to pay for a bus so he could play the violin on the corner of Georgia and Granville in Vancouver. I do, however, have some empathy for most of the bus drivers. They sometimes remind me of the teachers—more and more passengers, more and more appearances, plus political correctness, and more and more regulations. Thank heaven for the accordion and music! Dan Propp, Richmond Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11032,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2002 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 14, Number 7, May/June 2002  Interprovincial reciprocal transfer agreement reached Thanks to a new agreement, many members of teachers’ pension plans throughout Canada who were ineligible to transfer pension rights in the past may now be eligible to do so. The reciprocal agreement among the Teachers’ Pension Plan Authorities, which came into effect January 1, 2002, allows plan members in all provinces except Newfoundland to transfer pension rights between plans. This major improvement to portability rights within the B.C. plan and elsewhere will allow many more people to improve the value of their pension benefit. If you are eligible to transfer your pension rights, remember that it’s not always to your advantage to do so. To find out if it’s to your advantage to transfer pension rights to the TPP, you’ll first need to request a transfer to find out the amount of service that the TPP will recognize from your previous pension plan. Contact the Pension Corporation to initiate the application. You’ll also need to consider the following. Are you eligible for a pension from your previous pension plan? If no, then a transfer is likely the best option. If yes, then consider whether one pension from the TPP is likely to be better than two separate pensions. If yes, can you take an early pension from the previous pension plan? You may wish to see an independent financial advisor before making your final decision to transfer or not transfer. For access to more information about the new agreement, including a members’ bulletin on the subject, visit the Pension Corporation’s web site: pensions.bc.ca. To apply to transfer your pension rights under the new agreement, contact your employer or the Pension Corporation to confirm your eligibility and to get more information. The Pension Corporation requests that unless you are retiring this June you wait until fall 2002 to apply for a transfer. Your waiting will assist the plan in clearing up the backlog of purchase-of-service requests. Contact the Pension Corporation: Victoria 250-953-3022, Vancouver 604-660-4088, toll free 1-800-665-6770, Fax: 250-356-8977, Pension Corporation, PO Box 9465 Stn Prov Govt, Victoria, BC V8W 9V8. Important news if you taught in Manitoba? Changes to the Manitoba Teachers’ Pension Act may affect your TRAF pension. The amendments, passed on July 6, 2001, are a result of negotiations between The Manitoba Teachers’ Society and the Government of Manitoba. Purchasing past service You may apply to purchase past service, providing: you are not receiving a pension. the service cannot be purchased under any other provision of the Act. during that period, you were not contributing to a pension plan, other than the Canada Pension Plan. If you meet the above conditions, the new legislation allows you to purchase: parental leave(s). service while employed under the Minister of Education, Training & Youth or the minister responsible for universities. service while employed with the Faculty of Education at a Manitoba university. service as a clinician while employed by a school division (service for which contributions were refunded is not included). The cost to purchase the service is based on an actuarial formula that considers your age, your current salary rate, and the full amount required to fund the increase in your pension as a result of the additional service. You must apply to purchase past service before the effective date of your pension. For a "Past Service Purchase Request" form or more information, contact TRAF at the address below. Purchasing maternity leave If you are a teacher who has taken maternity leave(s) from a Manitoba school division prior to August 18, 2000—and you are not currently collecting your Teachers’ Retirement Allowances Fund (TRAF) pension—you are now eligible to purchase period(s) of maternity leave as pensionable service. If interested, you must apply to purchase those leave(s) before July 3, 2002. For a "Maternity Leave Purchase Request" form or more information, contact Teachers’ Retirement Allowances Fund, Room 330, Johnston Terminal, 25 Forks Market Road, Winnipeg, MB R3C 4S8, Ph: 204-949-0048, info@traf.mb.ca, www.traf.mb.ca Saskatchewan and Manitoba teachers If you have teaching experience in Saskatchewan or Manitoba and have not withdrawn your pension contribution, please contact the applicable pension plan administration. The applicable pension plans would like to inform you of your pension rights but they do not have your current address. The pension plans request that you fax your name, Social Insurance Number, and current address to: Saskatchewan Teachers’ Pension Corporation, Room 226, 3085 Albert Street, Regina, Saskatchewan, S4P 3V7. Telephone: 306-787-9188 Toll free: 1-877-364-8202 Fax: 306-787-1939 Manitoba Teachers’ Retirement Allowances Fund, 330 Johnson Terminal, 25 Forks Market Road, Winnipeg, Manitoba, R3C 4S8. Telephone: 204-949-0048, Toll free: 1-800-782-0714, F: 204-944-0361, E-mail: info@traf.mb.ca. 88? Don’t wait Teachers who have reached the age of 64 or the factor 88, age plus contributory service with the teachers or municipal pension plan, may voluntarily withdraw from the BCTF Salary Indemnity Plan: Long Term. If you have reached age 65 or factor 90, you are no longer eligible for long-term benefits and should withdraw. It is necessary for you to apply to withdraw. Send a completed form (available from Income Security, local presidents, or online at www.bctf.ca/pensions/salary/LT-WithdrawalForm.shtml) to the BCTF Income Security Dept. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/parents.aspx?id=4800,BCTF > Parent Concerns: A Guide for Resolution  	For parents  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents Advocating for Public Education  Home & School Communication  Hot Topics  Learning Conditions  Presentations for Parents  Reading  Safety at School  Special Education  Supporting Your Child's Learning  For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > For Parents > Home and School Communication Parent Concerns: A Guide for Resolution "Tens of thousands of parents and teachers co-operate on a daily basis to help children learn and grow." - Neil Worboys, past president, British Columbia Teachers' Federation From time to time, you may have a query or worry about an aspect of your child’s schooling. The following model represents some of the best practices for handling complaints fairly and respectfully. Steps to follow (The following is adapted from A Guide for Parents, produced by the Sooke Parents’ Education Advisory Council) Where do I start if I have a concern or problem? Always start with the teacher. A face-to-face meeting between teacher, parent, and student may be the best approach. Most problems will be successfully solved at this level. Where do I go next? The vice-principal or principal will make every attempt to solve the problem at the school level and can help you contact appropriate people as necessary. What if my problem cannot be solved at the school level? You may wish to call an assistant superintendent of the school district. If you are unable to achieve satisfaction, referral to the superintendent may be necessary. Where would I go from there? You have the option of writing a letter to the school board or asking to make a formal presentation at a board meeting. Would it be appropriate for me to ask the PAC to intervene on my behalf? No. It is important to be fair to yourself and to the parties involved. Action on your own behalf allows you to take ownership of your problem and follow it through. The problem cannot be dealt with legally or ethically if it is presented anonymously. You can ask your PAC for information, or you can e-mail the BCCPAC (BC Confederation of Parent Advisory Councils) for assistance. Everyone benefits when parents know how they can raise concerns or lodge a formal complaint. School boards should ensure the complaint procedures are accessible and well publicized. New parents and students should get a summary of how the school deals with complaints. Parents and children should be reminded at regular intervals. Schools should prepare leaflets for parents explaining how a problem is dealt with and how the complaints procedure works. About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Touring a natural gas drilling rig with @MLA Mike Bernier, and Brian from EnCana http://t.co/AifdJ4H07b" @Teresa_Wat - 06:01pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2013/01/data-representation-in-achievement.html?showComment0751359355616802,Staffroom Confidential: Data representation in Achievement Reports Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Sunday, January 27, 2013 Data representation in Achievement Reports Amidst the flurry of op-ed pieces about BC's annual standardized testing for students in Grades four and seven, I felt my nerves fray at this quote from BC's Minister of Education: The FSA helps parents and educators determine the students and schools in need of extra support. The results complement the assessment and reporting by teachers and help school districts direct resources to where they are needed most. Additionally, it helps the Ministry of Education identify trends to improve teaching and learning for the coming school year. ... I believe that one of strengths of the FSA is that by sampling every child we are able to get a comprehensive picture of how students are doing. Using random samples for the FSA would make it very difficult to get the level of detail we obtain from all our students including aboriginal students, English-language learners and students with special needs. It would not provide the individual, school and district level information critical for both student intervention and long-term planning. Read more: http://www.vancouversun.com/news/helps+ensure+resources+directed+where+they+needed/7815610/story.html#ixzz2IuZ6wlu3 Hmmm. Let's see. The provincial framework for school accountability is the Achievement Contract. Each District develops a contract which outlines how the District will address learning challenges it identifies. Then, in January, each Superintendent files a report on how well the District is meeting its goals. Given the comments above, one would assume that FSA results are a primary source for objectively identifying issues at the school and district level. Is this true? Have a look at the recent report from Delta. http://web.deltasd.bc.ca/sites/files/Superintendent%27s%20Annual%20Report%20on%20Student%20Achievement-2012.pdf The FSA test does not appear once in the report. This District chose instead to use report card marks and six year completion statistics. Perhaps that is because, in Delta's case, the FSA results are remarkably uninteresting. Here is a graph from the results published on the Ministry web site: Each of the FSA graphs look remarkably similar. Take a look yourself to see all six FSA results: http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/reports/pdfs/fsa/037.pdf. Yet here is a quote from the local news report based on the Achievement report: Students in the Delta School District are performing better than they were five years ago, according to the district’s annual student achievement contract. (http://www.southdeltaleader.com/news/187337201.html) One can only assume that in this case, the FSA results did not "help inform" the district about achievement rates. Another interesting example is Greater Victoria. Here is a link to the Achievement report (attached to a recent Board meeting agenda): http://www.sd61.bc.ca/super/pdf/agendas/12_13/2013_01_21.pdf In this report, some FSA data is used, although interestingly, it is pretty selective. The report begins with the title: What is improving? And lists several areas: Dogwood completion rate for all students Dogwood completion rate for aboriginal students FSA results for grade 7 aboriginal students in reading, writing and numeracy FSA results for grade 4 aboriginal students in numeracy FSA results for grade 4 students in writing and numeracy FSA results for grade 7 students in reading, writing and numeracy Given this list, one might expect to find similar list items in the section entitled: Challenging areas - which trends in student achievement are of concert to you? In particular, I would expect to see FSA results for grade 4 aboriginal students in writing and numeracy, and FSA results for grade 4 students in reading. But these don't appear. Instead, this section reads: "Our data indicates an upward trend in student achievement. However, despite the 19.9% improvement in completion rate for aboriginal students and the 7% improvement in completion rates for all students since 2008, we continue to be acutely focused on, and determined to improve, our Dogwood completion rate for each and every student." There is no mention of the areas lacking improvement. Here are the grade 4 FSA results graphs produced by the Ministry: I'm not sure I would use the words "upward trend" to describe this data. Before making any claims, I would want to know if whatever upward movement in numbers there is was statistically significant. Instead of using these charts, the report includes the following text: The first thing I notice when I looked at this list, is that for each bullet, a different date range is used. Or, put another way, certain data is excluded from the analysis. Given that the Ministry provides five year data for comparison, why would some years, for some grades/subjects, be left out? What was the criteria for omitting them? Another example is the reporting of graduation rates in this chart: Here is another chart, from the previously published Achievement Contract (http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/schools/sdinfo/acc_contracts/2013/61.pdf): Looking at these two charts, I wonder why the year 2008 was selected as the start year for the data chart demonstrating "improvement" for all students? Greater Victoria also was in the news after this report was brought to a Board Meeting. Kudos to Lindsay Kines, who reported that the graduation rates increased from 76%, the previous high, in 04/05, to 78%, the current number. This is a very different way of describing the data than the chart showing the changes beginning from the low point in 2008. (http://www.timescolonist.com/news/local/graduation-rate-reaches-new-high-in-greater-victoria-school-district-1.51362) I have to give the Ministry some credit. At least their charts and graphs all use the same date ranges, and includes the same information for every District. They are not picking and choosing which data to publish. But the scheme for "contracting" measurable improvements and then justifying performance with numbers appears to me to be a shell game. I wonder what "long term planning" the Minister imagines is happening? What objective information can anyone get from either the selective reporting from the Districts or the plethora of un-analysed data from the Ministry? What "comprehensive picture" does the Minister see here? Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 1:53 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 1 comment: D. BjornsonJanuary 27, 2013 at 10:46 PM Do you know what year we started including Grade 10 marks into the Graduation Plan? It seems to me, that rates started "improving" once the bar was lowered. ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ▼  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ▼  January (2) Data representation in Achievement Reports Educators and Enbridge ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2013/03/why-educators-should-resist-educational.html?showComment=1363333070457,Staffroom Confidential: Why educators should resist educational technology Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Saturday, March 9, 2013 Why educators should resist educational technology I sat down earlier this week to write a blog post and I had a catchy title in mind: "iPads in the Classroom: Deja vu all over again". I had just read an article tweeted to me by my friend Tobey Steeves that appeared in the Atlantic in the mid-1990's. The article is called "The Computer Delusion" and I would recommend it (http://www.theatlantic.com/past/docs/issues/97jul/computer.htm). It begins with a short history lesson on past technological advances meant to revolutionize teaching, learning and schools, like television. And how these did nothing of the sort. And I thought, yes, just like the current crop of fad technologies: Smartboards, iPads, MOOCs. My partner had just laughingly told me about how the first out of date and now useless Smartboard showed up in his school's staffroom - the general repository of ed tech junk. But the more I think about it, the less I think it is the same all over again. It is very true that since schooling and technology there has been technology in schools. Some technology is very helpful. Some does genuinely change the way we teach and learn, a little bit. And lots gets left in the dust bins of staff rooms for a whole variety of reasons well articulated in The Computer Delusion. However, just like everything else in society lately, what is different now is not the perpetual change and the perpetual adoption of change before there is evidence to support the change. What is different is the pace of change. Things are happening so fast no-one has time to even reflect on what went wrong. In Education Week an article on educational technology happily examined "adaptive content". "What if, for example, we designed MOOCs (massive online courses) that, when illustrating a principle during a lecture, could use examples which were designed for the student's context? After all, most online communities already require members to fill in their age, location, etc. Or, if we had webcams that would interpret student's emotions and speed up / slow down a lecture/provide more illustrations/segue to an activity as needed. This technology, in fact, is already used by marketing companies to score consumer's reactions to their products online by reading their facial expressions via webcam, instead of written/multiple-choice feedback." I don't know about you, but that creeps me out on a lot of different levels. Learning as social activity? No.  Learning to broaden your horizens? No. Learning without privacy intrusions? No. But from one point of view, why not, if that is the fastest and cheapest way to make human beings learn and fast and cheap are the criteria? About five years ago I was teaching Information Technology and one of the classes I taught was game design. A researcher from the local university came to study my class, interested in how "gamification" related to learning. I didn't think all that much of it at the time, but am starting to see that educational technology is no longer just about tools to enhance learning, but rather the insertion of some of the most disturbing aspects of marketing into the previously (somewhat) protected world of schools and childhood. Joel Bakan has written an excellent book called "Childhood under siege". In it he examines some of the ways that marketers have used their techniques to sell toys, create addictive games, and market pharmaceuticals to children. It is disturbing. Those same trends are evident in the pitch to change teaching and learning with technology. One of the words that really bothers me right now is "engagement". It is so trendy. You can't have a conversation or read an article about education without encountering it. But what does it really mean? Learning is hard. And learning hard things is harder. Learning also is often uncomfortable. And sometimes it is boring. Anyone who has learned to play the violin knows that it takes at least 10,000 hours of often repetitive practice that sounds bad. There is no shortcut. You can play with others, play pieces you like, and perform. These all make it more fun. And you hopefully learn along the way that the practice is worth it. And this is what motivates you to practice more. What the educational technology companies are pushing is "engaged" learning as a short cut. But it won't work. It won't engage. It won't teach better. First off, much of what passes for educational technology these days is really modified consumer electronics. iPads, iPhones...these are consumer devices, not educational tools. Apps and games are designed to addict, not engage. I find apps the most disturbing...the most simplistic human reaction - just touching it - gives you a reward and a little hit of dopamine. You keep playing. Or checking your email. Or your twitter feed. It is this very feature of apps that make them appealing to two year olds. Playing on an iPad is more fun than learning to walk. Why? It is easier. You learn less (if anything at all). That is why they have temper tantrums when you take the iPad away. Sherry Turkle, in her book "Alone Together", considers the touted advantage of "multitasking" with technology. "When psychologists study multitasking, they do not find a story of new efficiencies. Rather, multitaskers don't perform as well on any of the tasks they are attempting. But multitasking feels good because the body rewards it with neurochemicals that induce a multitasking "high". The high deceives multitaskers into thinking they are being especially productive. In search of the high, they want to do even more. In the years ahead, there will be a lot to sort out. We fell in love with what technology made easy. Our bodies colluded." App development and consumer electronics are not designed for optimal learning. They are designed for optimal addiction. Very, very clever marketing people put their minds to this. They use everything we know about human psychology. Online pets die for a reason, as Joel Bakan explains in his book. The reason is to cause fear and worry in the child who must return to the program to feed it. My daughter is 13 years old, and I look around and am thankful I didn't have to keep iPads away from her. How did this happen so fast? She's not even grown up, and already childhood is different, and not for the better. This year in our school District, Wifi will be available to every child in every high school. Why? I don't know. So they can watch youtube at lunch hour instead of hang out with their friends? Respond to their text messages? Check their Facebook? Is it *necessary* or even *beneficial* for learning? I've yet to hear a good reason. We didn't use to have think about the precautionary principle in education. The popular myth had it that the pendulum would always swing back the other way, protecting us from fads and political interference. But this myth is just that - a myth. For twenty years, from a computer in every classroom to massive online learning, technology companies have become more and more sophisticated at pushing their product. We need to resist before it is too late. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 2:13 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 12 comments: TobeyMarch 9, 2013 at 4:22 PM Hi Tara, I dunno if it's crossed your path, but you might appreciate some of the discussion in => The shallows: What the Internet is doing to our brains. Beyond this point, I think it's also meaningful to highlight that many of these tech-centric solutions are pushed /on/ teachers, not derived /from/ the needs of teachers. It's that same politics of authority I discuss in my thesis. Eerie how often it's applicable ... Regards, TobeyReplyDelete Tara EhrckeMarch 9, 2013 at 5:15 PM Yes, just finished reading it...also an excellent read.ReplyDelete Replies Concerned ParentsMarch 10, 2013 at 12:51 PM Hi Tara, thank you for bringing up this important issue which many teachers are reluctant to discuss. As parents we question both the cost and the pedagogical value of replacing teachers with iPads. Unfortunately, our concerns are routinely marginalized and silenced by the tidal wave of 21st Century Learning. While educational budgets are cut on many fronts, no one (including parents who are taxpayers and "stakeholders") is allowed to question the sacred plans of technological advancement in millions of dollars. No one is allowed to question the cost of purchasing $700/pc iPads, of thousands of wireless routers (along with licensing fees for apps and newer routers' automatic opt-in cloud computing contracts), the cost of energy powering these devices, especially WiFi routers which operate 24/7, the cost of replacements to feed corporations' planned obsolescence which will occur every few years for decades to come, and the cost of health which is incalculable. I'm not surprised Mr. Carr said that tech gadgets caused him "a chronic state of distraction". Apart from the the psychological urge to get immediate feedback through the devices and the internet, there is valid physiological reason, when WiFi is used, that leads to inattention, impaired memory, insomnia or other more severe adverse effects to the brain and the body. Please take a look at the two videos below which show the level of "cellular noise" created by wireless equipment. Humans are electromagnetic beings, that's why doctors are able to use EEG to measure brain waves and EKG for the heart. The natural frequency of the human body is about 7.83 Hz. Wirelessly plugging our bodies to WiFi frequencies of 2,400,000,000 and 5,000,000,000 Hz, 24/7, is unnatural and invasive. Please hear the Pulsed Microwave of WiFi and iPad Radiation captured on Videos: iPad WiFi Radiation with Wireless Router On http://youtu.be/snt2uaQd_Ps Radiation of iPad with WiFi ON but no Internet Connection http://youtu.be/ANH6PEyQSZY The European Parliament, the Council of Europe as well as many doctors' groups have been advocating, in recent years, the REDUCTION of electromagnetic radiation in our environment, especially for children, youth, pregnant women and babies. http://www.safeinschool.org/2013/02/medical-advisory-wifi-radiation-and.html In this letter, Dr. Martha Herbert, a Harvard Neurologist who specializes in Pediatric Neurology, explains her research and concern about wireless radiation damaging children's brain function. http://goo.gl/Okafv Will SMART kids really be smarter, or dumber? Delete Concerned ParentsMarch 15, 2013 at 12:37 AM FYI. Your article was mentioned in this post: New Industry-Affiliated Website Promotes WiFi in Schools. Denies Health Risks. http://www.safeinschool.org/2013/03/wifiinsscholsca-new-industry-affiliated.htmlDelete Reply AnonymousMarch 9, 2013 at 5:31 PM It is this influx of this marketing scheme and it's technology toys that will be the undoing of public education. Search blended learning and working conditions and you'll see it's touted a solution to teacher working conditions, the very opposite of what is best for education and learning, building relationships between students and teachers, engaging them personally. Soon this effort to 'reduce working conditions for teachers' will further reduce the number of teachers deemed necessary. With one teacher instructing the online course, only a supervisor is needed in the classroom, not necessarily a teacher. Soon why even bother with a teacher at all, just hire an 'expert,' and save money. The Founder of the Khan Academy suggests already that you don't need a teacher to learn and Districts are using these online tutorials all across the province and bringing in this company to provide in-service in school districts. He thinks your training as teachers is pointless, he doesn't have an education degree and he's teaching kids around the world. ReplyDelete AnonymousMarch 9, 2013 at 5:32 PM I recently watched part of the LA United Board meetings where industry, administrators and some teachers were pushing for the installation of Wi-Fi across their School District. I couldn't watch further after listening to one defend the need or WiFi because it was felt a miracle solution for those students with ADD. They simply sit down in front of a screen and are mesmerized, instantly 'engaged' in the 'learning,' or so we're told. Yet we know better, this isn't learning and it's certainly not personalized learning. Personalized Learning for every student is the absolute ideal and personally I believe strongly in this approach BUT it's impossible in this current climate of cuts, under-funding and push to put students in front of screens instead of what we know works, smaller, well resourced classes. With this well versed tech marketing scheme comes the well oiled terms suggesting that education reform requires new teachers well versed in new ways of learning implying that seasoned teachers are like dinosaurs unable to acquire the necessary attention and 'engagement of students if they don't use the new technology. Isn't one of the best predictors of student success the greater years experience a teacher has? There are many reasons to question WiFi in schools, from the decrease in interpersonal skills, to the dumbing down of society, to the lack of pre-planning skills kids now find a challenge given their instant lifestyle. The risks of WiFi are another that are affecting more and more students and teachers. There are many health risks beyond the 2B carcinogen reclassified in 2011 by the WHO but shouldn't hat be enough. Canada has one of the lowest safety standards in the world and yet we're not using the precautionary principle. Instead many are trusting industries promise that the levels meet Health Canada's dismal standards. Yet only late last month Health Canada's lead researcher admitted in court that safety code 6 doesn't account for non0thermal affects despite assuring parents and schools of this across the provinces. The court transcripts are now available from the Superior Court of Quebec for a fee and by mail. You can read more about it here: http://www.magdahavas.com/health-canada-admits-safety-code-6-guideline-for-microwave-radiation-is-based-only-on-thermal-effects/ ReplyDelete AnonymousMarch 9, 2013 at 5:33 PM Why, with so little evidence, if any benefit from WiFi and all it's toys is public education further pushing students and those working in the education community to seemingly blindly risk not only their educational outcomes but their health. Oh right, we want to dumb down society, their easier to manage. Yet why risk health? It'll only cost society in the end? Compared with tobacco, wireless technology is following the same path only it's risky 'smoke' is invisible. Already insurance companies aren't insuring technology corporations against health risks. Companies like Fortis BC are hiring Product Defense Companies (Exponent) to defend the wireless capacity of smart meters. Asbestos, Tobacco, Monsanto's and other corporations marketing risk hire these companies to create doubt in the consumer so they con continue to line their pockets not because they're safe for the population. Their mandate is to get the best bottom line for their clients, to keep the bank roll rolling or as long as they can, despite the risks. Los Angeles Teacher's Union Passes Resolution to Ensure Safety from Hazardous Electromagnetic Fields (EMF) in Schools including EMF Emissions from Wireless Technology - W.E.E.P. News - March 09, 2013: - http://weepnews.blogspot.ca/2013/03/los-angeles-teachers-resolution-masts.html “I move that UTLA will abide by current National NEA Policy for Environmentally Safe Schools which states that all employees and stakeholders should be informed when there are changes in their exposure to environmental hazards including electromagnetic radiation and that all stakeholders and the public should be notified of any actual and potential hazards. UTLA will advocate for technological solutions that maintain technology upgrades while not increasing employees exposure to electromagnetic radiation." The BC Education system needs effective technologies, as Dr. Stuart Shanker says "where necessary" and used safely with no risks to either teachers or those involved in education. ReplyDelete Patrick ChunMarch 16, 2013 at 12:16 PM Ms. Ehrcke, I couldn't agree with you more. As it stands now, technology in school is a distraction, especially when the motive of vendors is to push their wares from a profit point of view. True use of technology is not about iPads or smartboards. It has to start from the content side of things. WiFi in school could turn out to be a ticking time bomb. There is actually no "safe" threshold on the amount of electro-magnetic radiation. Any guideline is just an arbitrary number. Patrick Chun CEO, Greenwood Canada ESL educational software developer ReplyDelete Ann-MarieMarch 19, 2013 at 10:52 AM I can see both sides of this argument. It is definitely a topic that we need to address. One thought, and something that I have used in classrooms, is to recognize, with students, the increased use of technology but in the same breath, discuss the benefits of using technology only when it can meet our information needs - valuing the interpersonal discussions - and not 'buying into' how many apps and games entice us to become preoccupied with technology. I don't think anyone would argue that having information at our fingertips hasn't improved learning and that being able to access worldwide information and opinions doesn't increase our sense of global responsibility. Preparing our students to examine the role of technology in their lives is a discussion that all teachers and parents can have with their children. ReplyDelete Bryan JacksonMarch 19, 2013 at 11:02 AM Hi Tara, Without addressing the ongoing conversation of the safety of wireless technology, I wanted to offer some counterpoint to the idea that we should resist all forms of educational technology in our schools if we want to uphold our responsibility to the public trust. While I might share many of your concerns about marketing and commodification making their way into modern classrooms, resisting digital technology of all stripes would see schools ceding valuable territory in the struggle for modern democracy that is occurring more and more on the open web. The literacies that attend web communication - including elements of self-regulation / 'attention-literacy,' visual and design-related presentation and communication skills, as well as data ownership, privacy - are increasingly vital to an education system that hopes to prepare students to resist the more malignant elements of digital technology and retain their ability to seek out and create individual voice in society. Like prohibition left the booze business to organized crime, creating schools that ignore the web as a forum for democratic participation help enable the corporate takeover of what little remains of digital 'public space'. Your own blog, for example, which is the personification of this exercise in democratic voice, is hosted by Google; we do ourselves and our students a disservice by not seeking out experience in ensuring autonomy and agency over our own and our students' web footprints. Someone whose work I've found inspiring in his drive to maintain individual freedom and public trust on the open web is Dr. Gardner Cambell, who wrote the influential essay, "A Personal Cyberinfrastructure," in which he argues that students should be provided with an education where they learn how to become their own systems administrators: http://www.educause.edu/ero/article/personal-cyberinfrastructure Gardner's talk, "Teaching, Learning & the Digital Imagination," also might help frame the pursuit of the digital humanities as part of a developing liberal arts education: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BHOv_kSejBM I fully agree that there is a lot of corporate profiteering masquerading as educational necessity, and we need to be aware as educators of not only these perils, but the possibility which exists on the open web as well. Audrey Watters (@audreywatters) is someone who does an incredible service in keeping up with developments in K12 and higher education along these lines, and whose work I think you (and your readers) would appreciate. She blogs at: http://hackeducation.com/ I think our schools should provide many of the experiences you are calling for above, but also believe that the diversity of perspectives teaching professionals bring into the learning environment help shape the future healthily, empathetically, and democratically. As someone who feels as though I am fighting for the same sort of school system advocated here, I wanted to offer some of what underpins my belief that digital technology does have a place in our classrooms, and that this place doesn't necessarily denote a 'corporate takeover' of any sort. On the contrary, technology is in my classroom so that my students (whose lives are suffused in technology whether I limit its exposure or not) venture onto the web with their eyes open to both the peril, and the possibility of digital public space. Enjoy your spring break, Bryan -bryanjack.ca ReplyDelete Tara EhrckeMarch 20, 2013 at 8:54 AM Hi Bryan, I think the one point where we may disagree is that I see a *connection* between the profiteers and others that can be unhealthy if it is not recognized. Yes, there are many teachers who use IT in their classrooms for genuine, worthwhile reasons. I am one of them. But when teachers start to jump on the bandwagon (sometimes just because they are excited about what they are doing, but sometimes for the purpose of personal career advancement) they go from using tech for their own teaching to advocating tech. Thus the profiteers exploit teachers to assist in advocating for change that in the long run is not healthy for schools and children. When this happens with district administrators and Ministry officials and university professors, these people become "internal validators" - lending justification for the vacuous arguments of the tech companies. When I say "resist", I don't necessarily mean "ban" (although that certainly might make sense in some circumstances). I mean think critically about whether the introduction of a new technology should or should not be adopted. Who wants it and why? In other words, do not capitulate to the vapid arguments of "it is there, so we have to use it", "it is there, so it is coming anyway", "they use it in life, so we have to in school", "they will use it at work, so we have to in school". None of these are good arguments. When considering whether or not to adopt new technologies, we also have to look at the bigger picture, including what gets removed...because every time something new arrives, something else goes. So, it is perfectly sensible to consider the overall screen time of children and consider whether or not any more screen time should take place in school. Or to consider whether we want wireless turned on all day so that kids can use their devices during recess, when that very well might displace f2f and exercise. Or to consider the degree to which "collaboration" with technology replaces reading books, and the impact that has on learning and thinking (suggest here Proust & the Squid...and In the Shallows...very good introductions to the effect of technology on the reading brain, what is lost...). I don't disagree with teaching digital literacy (although perhaps for different reasons than you...I think the "democracy" of the internet is largely a myth, but I do think kids should understand how the machines around them work), but that is very different than infusing teaching with technology or using technology for teaching and learning other subject areas. Thanks for your thoughtful comments - Tara ReplyDelete Clint LalondeMarch 28, 2013 at 12:12 PM Hi Tara, First off, truce. If I need to hold out a white flag here then please consider this to be one :). As a parent, I truly appreciate there are people like you and Tobey who are taking a very critical look at the role of technology in our schools. I agree with much of what you write and speak about - corporate agendas, the desire for quick fixes, the motivations for why we need technology in our schools, distractions - these are all incredibly valuable and important conversations for educators and parents to have. Technology is a tool that can be used well and can be used poorly. I am a Neil Postman fan and agree with him when he speaks about technology not as an either/or, but a this and that. There are tradeoffs, concessions and difficult discussions to have. What do we keep and what do we replace? Does this change the way we do things? How? What part is good and what part is bad? I agree with Bryan here that this issue of what role technology plays in our classrooms is vitally important to creating digital citizens of the future who can operate in the world and act with agency and autonomy. Who can change & challenge (or at least have the skills to deal with) the very things about our world that we both want to see changed. There are a myriad of reasons to keep technology out of the classroom - all valid. But keeping it out only means we do not work to find solutions to those problems. We hid them. Worse, we don't help our kids find solutions to their problems. How can they be expected to deal with making correct choices about issues like information overload and critical media literacy if they are not engaging in real and authentic ways with these issues? I worry that we underestimate the internet and that we are not doing enough to teach our kids how to thoughtfully and deliberately engage with it. To take control of it. To even realize that they can take control of it. We are letting the technology agenda be written by the corporations, by the entertainment industry, by the publishing companies when we enact policies that pretend the internet doesn't exist and hides it away from our kids. We are not preparing our kids to carry on the kinds of fights and deeply critical analysis we both want. We are not teaching them that the internet is THEIRS and THEY own it and THEY can control it. In a world where our kids are not taught how to take control and use the internet as a learning tool, Perez Hilton wins. And that frightens me a helluva lot more than wifi. With respect, Clint LalondeReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ▼  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ▼  March (2) Why educators should resist educational technology... Will School Board budget woes lead to more inequit... ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "October is #FosterFamilyMonth. Thank you #BC for opening your homes and hearts to more than 5,900 children and youth." @John_Yap - 11:14pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=21552,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > September 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 23, Number 1, September 2010   Readers write  The correct question Susan Duncan’s article, “Let’s Take a Stand For Public Education,” (Teacher, May/June 2010) asks the (almost) right question “what would work best for the most children.” She makes the common mistake of separating the school system from the students when she says “Of course, some students will not succeed in the public school system...” The assumption is that all children of a certain age should be learning the same things. Success is based on how well each child is able to learn those things. The correct question would be “What would work best for every child?” Every educator knows that a child cannot learn when other needs are not being met. They also know that when those needs are being met, learning happens. The learning that happens may not be the things we want them to learn but it is learning none the less. It is the learning that is relevant to that child, that reinforces the sense of importance, accomplishment, and success. It is also the learning that leads to more learning happening. The public school is where this type of growth happens best. Ken Weatherill, Delta  Where are the men? Once again, the BCTF has ignored a serious, growing problem in the teaching profession, which is the declining number of male teachers. Females make up the majority in virtually every sector of teaching, perhaps due to the proactive work of the Status of Women committees of the past. However, men are now threatened with extinction, yet nothing is being done about it. If you doubt that the number of men is declining, look at the staff list of any school. In most elementary schools, there are only one or perhaps two men on staff and, in some cases, there are no male teachers in the school. The percentage of males in the graduating classes at universities is declining each year but no one seems to care. Where is the “Status of Men” committee to deal with this? Alarm bells should be ringing throughout the BCTF but not one word about this situation has been spoken. It is time to deal with this problem before teaching in this province is a female-only profession. Jim Foreman, North Vancouver  Defending teachers and their profession In response to “In defense of public school teachers” (Teacher, May/June 2010), Henry Giroux did an admirable, if somewhat complex, job of defending teachers and their profession from the attacks emanating from the political right as well as suggesting what education should really be about. But that threat is only half the problem. The other half is the attacks from the academic left. And, to make matters worse, teachers are usually their own worst enemy with respect to those attacks because too often they are philosophically predisposed to accept them. No better example could be given of the sort of attack I am talking about than those mounted by people like Ken Robinson and the TED organization. I became interested in Robinson and similar “gurus” when my eldest daughter used his views to justify terminating her pursuit of higher education. Nevertheless, educators who are familiar with Robinson and TED are likely to immediately reject any suggestion that his views and the views of those like him are any threat to education. After all, doesn’t he celebrate the immense creativity of children? Well, no. He doesn’t. In fact, he paints teachers and the profession as the stultifiers of students, while vastly inflating the actual degree of their supposed “tremendous talents.” Here is a quote that he uses in almost every talk he gives: “If you’re at a dinner party, and you say you work in education—actually, you're not often at dinner parties, frankly, if you work in education. (Laughter) You’re not asked. And you’re never asked back, curiously. That’s strange to me. But if you are, and you say to somebody, you know, they say, “What do you do?” and you say you work in education, you can see the blood run from their face. They’re like, “Oh my God,” you know, “Why me? My one night out all week.” (Laughter) I put it to teachers plainly; is this anything other than an attack on us? But Robinson is an emissary of the misguided child worship mentality that has come to dominate the profession. Robinson and those of his ilk start with the demonstrably false notion that “all children have tremendous talents” and then uses exceptional cases along with the fact that most students do not go on to achieve greatness (or even do poorly in life) to justify his snide, derogatory characterization of teachers and teaching. But the premise is wrong. If all students did indeed have “tremendous talents,” then it might be reasonable to conclude that failure to exhibit these in later life was the fault of their teachers. But all students do not have such talents. The vast majority have average abilities. Many who do possess great talent fail to reach their potential for any number of reasons, including their own personal choices. But teachers have bought into the guilt trip being laid on them and have thus helped to spawn an industry of teacher bashing. This self-flagellation needs to stop. Teachers are professionals and constantly work to refine their pedagogy. But students have free will and only the rare few have tremendous talents. That doesn’t lessen their worth as human beings but it does mean there are limits to what teachers can be expected to accomplish. Teachers are doing a great job in extremely adverse circumstances. There is no need to feel guilt over the fact that not all students do well nor is there any reason to attribute abilities to all children that only a few actually have. Scott Goodman, Courtenay  Dear BCTF members Tonight was our BCTF AGM and retirement dinner. It’s hard to believe that 33 years have passed since I was first inducted into the BCTF, and now, after wishing colleagues well over the years, it is my turn to retire. While many things have changed, many challenges remain the same. In the late 1970s, we were then, as now, deeply concerned about class-size issues. Over time, class sizes were reduced, and we started advocating for the support services critical to the success of our students as integration into the classroom from the resource room began. As a young teacher, I believed many of the frustrations we dealt with would be eradicated in time. Many exciting changes in curriculum have taken place, and our schools are vibrant, interesting places to learn and work in. Thanks to dedicated professional development committee members and provincial specialist associations, our professional development opportunities are exceptional. Our schools are kinder, more compassionate, and more culturally sensitive than when I first began teaching in 1977. Yet, in an unprecedented period of excellence in children’s literature, our school libraries have inadequate budgets and minimal teacher-librarian time. The challenges presenting our students are greater than ever, yet counselling and special education positions continue to be eroded. Private school funding increases while public school funding fails to keep up with increased expenses. Despite the government’s assertion that funding is increasing, when we examine the percentage of the provincial budget allocated to education, it is very evident that funding has decreased markedly. The BCTF continues to work tirelessly to increase public awareness and restore funding levels so our students’ needs may be met. I would like to thank all of the BCTF members who participate as staff reps, committee members, and on local and provincial executives. Teachers’ working conditions and children’s learning conditions are intertwined, and the work you do on behalf of both children and teachers is so important. Thank you, everyone, for all you do! Virginia Brucker, Qualicum  The peril of virtual reality As an educator/counsellor working with youth aged 5 to 14, it is an existential counselling nightmare to realize that youth today are socialized/parented/babysat by a blue screen. As of last year, digital imagery is so compelling that it has surpassed human detection; officially virtual reality is better than real life. All children are developmentally unable to comprehend satire until age 8 to 12, when they get to school they realize that acting like Bart Simpson is the equivalent of making a fool of oneself and brings them grief from the teacher. To those youth who have become as addicted as the adults around them, to better than real life sex and violence, traits such as compassion, co-operation, and responsibility are hard to sell. Selling delusion with the tools we have today is easy. Who is profiting? We have created, by our absence and our silence, a largely desensitized and detached (as in “Attachment Disorder”) youth who feel abandoned and betrayed by the adults who were supposed to act in their best interest. Never in human history have children murdered one another and mutilated themselves except during war, famine, genocide, mass extinction, or societal breakdown. It’s time to listen to them. Susanna Kaljur, Courtenay  Respect our retired teachers who are TTOCs The May/June 2010 Teacher newsmagazine elaborated on numerous situations in which the destructiveness of bullying was explored. Bullying is, however, not limited to the relationships between children or government and teachers. It is also subtly present within the newsmagazine when teachers criticize or intimidate each other. It is not appropriate in times of financial crisis or devastating government policy to turn inward to the teachers in our profession who choose to work after they have retired. There is an assumption being made that a “retired” teacher is taking away employment from a younger colleague. The assumption that working as a TTOC is a means of funding travelling is petty and shortsighted. Consider some other possibilities: health issues are becoming a concern for a working teacher and the teacher realizes that with retirement and some work as a TTOC, a full-time job is available to a more energetic and healthy individual. Thus, the cost of long-term medical leaves becomes eliminated. The pension that was anticipated is not quite what one calculated now that medical and dental costs are being deducted and perhaps indexing is in jeopardy. Investments counted on in retirement were diminished in the recent financial downturn. Pensioners know that the global financial downturn has had an enormous impact on pension funds and personal investments, etc. Some individuals decide to retire before 65 because they do realize that they are able to live without a full-time teaching position but they still love their profession and want to remain active within the profession and make a valuable contribution to children as a TTOC. There are school districts within the province that would not have enough TTOCs without the invaluable work of retired teachers who are available to cover a teacher who is unable to work on any given day. Even at age 65, not all of our colleagues retire with a full pension. Many women were out of the system while they raised children and were not able to buy back their time because of financial constraints. There is a slight historical element to this debate to the time when the wife in a “teacher couple” was told that she was holding a job that should really go to a male teacher who was unemployed and she should give up the position so that the “head” of a household could have a job. The real demon in this employment crisis is lack of proper educational funding. We know that larger class sizes and no funding for specialists reduces jobs. Our professionalism and certainly our Code of Ethics should caution each teacher, regardless of the status of their employment, to appreciate and respect the work that all teachers do. Regina Day, Nelson  Detecting bias This letter is in response to “On joining the military” by Nicole Davis and “Military recruitment and racism” by Marianne Neill (Teacher, April 2010). I have been studying bias as a part of a Communications 12 course at the Newton Learning Centre. I am planning a career in the Canadian Armed Forces and my teacher suggested I read these two articles and examine them for potential bias. What I found was a one-sided portrayal of the military. I have written below what I have found and disagree with. Now, I find “On joining the military” biased because according to Davis, “You also knew that should a war break out, you would be in the middle of it, and there was a very reasonable expectation of death.” I’m shocked that she would say this because it’s exaggerated. She also writes, “The military and its recruiters, provided me with the opportunity to see things through a different lens, to be forced to work with people with whom I would not normally interact.” I’m shocked she would write things like this because the Canadian forces have numerous trades and careers to choose from and the fact that Davis earlier stated in her article that she was a medical assistant (nurse) for the military, is not being “in the middle of it.” The brave men and women in the battlefield are the ones keeping those like the nurses from getting hurt and it is their constant job to be in the thick of it. Also, the military doesn’t force you to do anything— this is Canada, and we all have free will. No one can be forced to do anything, you are your own vessel of life and if you do something because you are “forced” to, then you’re just complying and giving in to power that other people and/or situations, will hold over you. For “Miliary recruitment and racism,” the way Neill wrote this article screams bias. She states that her brother told her that “during bayonet training the sergeant had advised recruits to imagine there as a ___ big ugly gook standing in front and they were to lunge and thrust with their guns.” That doesn’t mean it’s desensitization and dehumanization. It’s a rare thing to hear about the army being racist, and I would need more proof than one single occurrence. The use for such demeaning and vulgar terms is a tool as well as preparation for the soldiers, they don’t want a bunch of men and women ‘crapping themselves as soon as they enter war. They want battle-ready soldiers who will look death in the face and kill in defence for our country’s freedom. If however, racism is used in battle by our soldiers, then that line will be easily crossed again in war, that much is true. What they do is take the hate in those racist words and use them to fuel the anger to be able to kill and fight wars. To state, however, that the military is a racist organization is totally unfounded and uncalled for. Making sure that students have an unbiased view on our military is critical to our country’s defence and militarism. If a teacher with a biased opinion goes around the classrooms slandering the Canadian forces, then we won’t even have a military to call our own in due time. Even though war and violence is frowned upon, a well-funded and well-armed military is what keeps a culture able to grow. The military is a safety net for our freedom and the more people realize it, the less bashing there will be of biased opinions. As well as assumptions that they use all their funding for recruiting campaigns, it’s also used for their wages and equipment as well. Neill wrote that “we have seen more soldiers come home in coffins than we had in 50 years of peacekeeping.” Well good morning to you too, you just woke up and smelt the coffee and realized that there is a war going on. It’s no bloody picnic over there, soldiers are bound to die bravely and God bless their souls. Keep in mind: if you don’t stand behind our troops, imagine what it’s like to stand with them. Johnny Woelders, Surrey  Another perspective David Butler wrote an article on the firing of Lisa Reimer, “The clash between queer rights and religion in schools,” (Teacher, May/June 2010). The facts, however, are quite different. Lisa Reimer was not fired. She is on paid leave. She is on paid leave because she has violated the contract she had signed at Little Flower Academy. (Despite the violation she is being paid so as not to incur any financial hardship.) The contract includes the Catholicity clause signed by all employees to demonstrate at all times… “a respectful and sympathetic sensitivity to the aims and nature of the school and to the Catholic beliefs and practices of the school.” The Supreme Court of Canada has ruled that Catholic schools are acting in compliance with Canadian law, in particular the BC Human Rights Code, in requiring their teachers to adhere to religious principles within their schools. (BC Catholic, vol. LXXX, No. 19, pages 1 and 8) The Catholic Church’s stance on homosexuality is clearly expressed in the catechism of the Catholic Church, paragraph #2358: “…They (homosexual men and women) must be accepted with respect, compassion and sensitivity. Every sign of unjust discrimination in their regard should be avoided.” The inaccurate information has led not only to attacking the Catholic Church unjustly, but also to some bus drivers refusing LFA students from riding “their” buses. Is this not marginalization of innocent students? In fairness to all—let’s keep to the facts. Paula Peretto, Burnaby  BC and Ontario have similar issues I picked up a copy of the May/June 2010 newsmagazine at the faculty at UBC yesterday while waiting for someone who was registering for courses in adult education. I am a retired Ontario teacher (five years now from Toronto District School Board), but continue to be involved with the profession in different capacities. I volunteer two mornings a week in a primary classroom and also on the executives of our local Retired Teachers Ontario and Retired Women Teachers of Ontario. I could have submitted “Ontario” where “BC” was in many of the articles. The first thing that caught my attention was the article concerning retired teachers going back to teach. Ontario has the same problem. Someone retires in June and has a long-term occasional contract in September. Many of us have spoken out about this and finally there will be some changes in 2012. At the present time, a retired teacher can teach 95 school days for three years after retirement (the Toronto Public Board) and then can teach 20 days for a couple of years. In 2012, everyone will only be able to supply teach for 50 days a year. I feel that if someone wants to teach until she or he is 65+, they can do this. However, if someone retires, they should not be taking a job away from a new teacher. Like BC, Ontario’s system is in decline in some parts of the city and growing in the suburbs. Young teachers are never guaranteed positions in their schools. It can, as you know, be a very stressful time for them. I always ask how we, of my generation of teachers, learned to be good teachers? We taught and learned with our peers. I started to teach when there were many jobs available in Toronto but also, at some point, had to re-enter the profession. Retired principals/vice-principals (who do not belong to the teachers' federation anymore) are also brought back to fill in. Again, young teachers, who are qualified, should be put in these positions—another learning experience. BC and Ontario have so many similar problems. I wish every young teacher luck and good wishes as they start their careers. I also wish retired teachers luck and good wishes and encourage them to enjoy retirement and use their skills in some meaningful manner in the community. There are many opportunities out there for them. Carol Nelson, Toronto  Children and Ramadan Your newsmagazine is turning a blind eye to Muslim school children who are not eating or drinking all day long, some of them fainting in PE class or in after-school sports. Are teachers like myself to sacrifice our concern for such children at the altar of religion or political correctness? Ramadan, the ninth month in the Islamic lunar calendar, is a month of obligatory daily fasting from dawn to dusk, extending this year from August 21 to September 19. Although the Koran states, “…there is no compulsion in religion” (2:256), followers are taught to refrain from eating, drinking, smoking, and indulging in anything that is in excess or ill-natured (think sex). The Muslim scholar Bukhari (810-870), who wrote an important collection of oral traditions on the words and deeds of Muhammad, claims: “The Prophet said: Whoever fasts during Ramadan with faith and seeking his reward from Allah will have his past sins forgiven.” Hence Muhammad used the classic carrot and stick approach to bring about religious observance. In northern countries like Canada, the period from dawn to dusk at this time of the year is 14 hours. That is a long time for kids to go without food and water. Over time, exemptions have been made to Muhammad’s edict, including prepubescent children, pregnant women, the old and sick, and travellers. Yet all children at the age of puberty are expected to put themselves through this unhealthy practice. In light of the fact that educators and parents are spending countless hours fretting about what food should be in school vending machines—deciding whether to offer pop with sugar or aspartame, or have kids go cold turkey with juice—everyone seems to be oblivious to the kids who are not getting any daytime nutrition at all. Jim McMurtry, Surrey    Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/BargainingAndContracts.aspx?id=34902,BCTF > Teacher Voices  	Bargaining and contracts  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers Aboriginal Education  Bargaining & Collective Agreements  Français  Health & Safety  New Teachers  Opportunities for Members  Pensions Professional Development  Professional Rights & Responsibility  Provincial Specialist Associations  Salary & Benefits  Teachers Teaching On Call  Teaching Resources  For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Bargaining and Collective Agreements > Teacher Voices I know that we are all very passionate about our struggle to improve learning conditions for our students, but I really wish that teachers would take a stronger stance on looking out for themselves as well. As teachers we encourage students to develop their sense of self-respect and worth.  I wish that teachers would do the same.  When I hear, “It’s not about the money, it’s about the kids”, I know that our message is meant to convey that our priority is the welfare of our children, but what I hear is, “we’re already earning enough and we’re not worth any more!”  I think that it is about time that we present ourselves as the professionals that we have worked hard to become, and that our level of education, responsibility, and professionalism demands to be reflected in our compensation, as is with doctors, lawyers, accountants, and other educated professionals.  We do not need to apologize for expecting a decent, professional-level wage. When doctors negotiate compensation packages they are not compared to ‘other public sector employees’, nor are judges and public defenders.  The fact that we are working in a system that is funded by public resources should not strip away the acknowledgement of the level of professionalism we have achieved.  I am not belittling other ‘public sector’ jobs, but we should not allow ourselves to be compared to non-professional occupations when establishing our worth. When I decided to enter teaching, it was ‘about the kids’, but it was also about becoming a professional.  I was working as a heavy duty mechanic at the time, and although it meant a slight drop in wages, yearly increments would theoretically make up the difference.   Today, my counterparts, (fellow BCIT Heavy Duty Mechanic s classmates), are earning well over $100 000 per year, and depending on the companies they work for, have better benefits packages.   I know other teachers who have made similar career changes, with the same economic results.  For myself and others, yes, it is about the money.  I will not apologize for my stance, because I know how much I’m worth, how much I could earn in the private sector, and how much I bring into my classrooms. Tom Carson techteacher@shaw.ca      About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=29059&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2013 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 25, Number 4, Jan./Feb. 2013   Writing Thanksgiving from the perspective of turkeys  By Jim McMurtry   The Chinese writer Lin Yutang pronounced, “What is patriotism but the love of the food one ate as a child.” I can say the same about historiography. I liked the old historical writing because it wasn’t up in the air. Today no one can even agree on when Canadian history began. Was it 20 centuries ago when Asian migrants trudged across the Bering land bridge and descended south after the Last Glacial Maximum, or when Vikings settled at L’Anse aux Meadows in 1000 CE, or when Portuguese fishermen laid anchor off the Grand Banks around that time? When I was in school our history began with Christopher Columbus who “sailed the ocean blue in 1942.” Now there is speculation that the first visitors to the New World were Pacific islanders, or intrepid sailors in Chinese junks, or the mariners of legendary Atlantis. If you watch enough TV, you’ll be convinced that aliens were the ones who built the Mayan temples and used them as landing pads. John Still wrote in the novel The Jungle Tide that the “memories of men are too frail a thread to hang history from.” It is not just our memories that are hazy, but the political spin we give to them. An African proverb says: “Until lions have their historians, the tales of the hunt shall always glorify the hunter.” I grew up learning that when Europeans won a battle, it was a victory, but when the Aboriginals won, it was a massacre. Our school textbooks still call an 1816 battle “The Seven Oaks Massacre” because 60 Métis led by a North-West Company employee killed 25 British soldiers and settlers. The Métis call it the “Victory of Frog Plain.” The problem for historians is choosing what to write in schoolbooks. A lot of girls like to know about how people dressed and bathed—or didn’t bathe; while a lot of the boys want to hear about torture and war. Another problem is choosing the perspective to take. How does one tell the story of Thanksgiving from the perspective of a turkey? Then there is the naming of Europeans as “conquerors,” for the Spanish and French, who at different times claimed much of the continent, were ultimately conquered people, with the French only retaining two tiny windswept islands (Saint Pierre and Miquelon) south of Newfoundland. Aboriginals are the “conquered people” but the Iroquois decimated the southern Ontario Huron and took over their territory, with the only Huron left today being the descendants of those who escaped to Québec City. The Canadian historian Marcel Trudel wrote that “there is nothing more dangerous than history used…for preaching; history used as a tool is no longer history.” It is important that schoolbooks recognize the previously untold stories of women (herstory) and minority racial groups, but there is a tendency to be preachy. History, when used as a tool by Ministries of Education to atone for past wrongs, “is no longer history.” In the mandatory Grade 11 Socials courses on 20th century Canada, there is a litany of criticisms of Canada in the past: the head tax on the Chinese, Japanese internment camps, Indian residential schools, Canadian branches of the Ku Klux Klan, and the tragic exclusion of the migrant ships, Komagata Maru and St. Louis. Just as shocking is when the Québec Superior Court in 1921 ruled in favour of segregated seating in Montréal theatres, or the Supreme Court of Canada in 1928 ruling that women were not “persons” under the Canadian Constitution. My point is not that we ignore the sins of our fathers (and some mothers) for history is about learning not to repeat them. Yet we shouldn’t paint our ancestors with too dark a brush. Early Canadians were among the first to take a stand against slavery and welcome immigration. We should give credit where credit is due. Jim McMurtry, Panorama Ridge Secondary School, Surrey )
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com//util/domready,Staffroom Confidential Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Sorry, the page you were looking for in this blog does not exist. Sorry, the page you were looking for in this blog does not exist. Home Subscribe to: Posts (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts All Comments Atom All Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ▼  September (9) Reflections on the BC Teacher Strike BC Teacher strike - Lessons learned Response to Sandy Garossino Will the Education Fund improve classroom conditio... Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Class composition: a human rights perspective Class size and composition - a short visual histor... Guest post - I WILL HOLD THE LINE Teachers - let your leadership know it is time to ... ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141007,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/bcedplan/status/387034955546898432?screen_name=bcedplan&screen_name=bcedplan&id=387034955546898432&id=387034955546898432,BC's Education Plan on Twitter: "We'll be posting the new K-9 curric docs hopefully w/i next 2 wks. Looking fwd to your feedback #bclearns #bced #bcedchat" Twitter Search query Search Twitter Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Language: English Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Have an account? Sign in New to Twitter? Join Today » Sign In Phone, email or username Password Sign in Remember me Forgot password? Already using Twitter via text message? Follow Following Unfollow Blocked Unblock Pending Cancel BC's Education Plan ‏ @bcedplan 6 Oct 2013 We'll be posting the new K-9 curric docs hopefully w/i next 2 wks. Looking fwd to your feedback #bclearns #bced #bcedchat Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Retweets 12 Favorite 1 7:01 PM - 6 Oct 2013 R.S.E. ‏ @okanaganwriter 6 Oct 2013 @bcedplan very much looking forward to reading them! Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Cassandra Whelan ‏ @CassandraWhelan Oct 6 @bcedplan I'm looking forward to seeing the new K-9 curriculum in the next few weeks, and getting to go through it with my BEd. classmates! Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Tammie Stockli ‏ @GPStockli Oct 6 @bcedplan looking forward to reading them - what's the schedule for10-12? Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet C Younghusband ‏ @ChristineYH Oct 7 RT " @bcedplan: We'll be posting the new K-9 curric docs hopefully w/i next 2 wks. Looking fwd to your feedback #bclearns #bced #bcedchat” Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet BC's Education Plan ‏ @bcedplan Oct 7 @GPStockli dependent on results of ongoing grad consultations. We'll keep you posted. Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Don’t miss any updates from BC's Education Plan © 2014 Twitter About Help Ads info Close Flag this media This has already been marked as containing sensitive content. Flag this as containing potentially illegal content. Submit Cancel Learn more about flagging media Dismiss Close Previous Next Close Go to a person's profile Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Close Retweet this to your followers? Cancel Retweet Close Are you sure you want to delete this Tweet? Cancel Delete Close Block Cancel Block Add a location to your Tweets When you tweet with a location, Twitter stores that location. You can switch location on/off before each Tweet and always have the option to delete your location history. Learn more Turn location on Not now Turn off location Close Profile summary Close Your lists Close Create a new list List name Description Under 100 characters, optional Privacy Public · Anyone can follow this list Private · Only you can access this list Save list Close Close Embed this Tweet Add this Tweet to your website by copying the code below. Learn more Hmm, there was a problem reaching the server. Try again? Include parent Tweet Include media Preview Close Sign up for Twitter Not on Twitter? Sign up, tune into the things you care about, and get updates as they happen. Have an account? Sign in » Close Two-way (sending and receiving) short codes: Country Code For customers of United States 40404 (any) Canada 21212 (any) United Kingdom 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM Haiti 40404 Digicel, Voila Ireland 51210 Vodafone, O2 India 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Indonesia 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » See SMS short codes for other countries Close Confirmation)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/contacts.cfm?page=psac&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true,BCTF Contacts Home E-mail Lists Links A to Z Index Contact Us Help SITE SEARCH Quick Links BCTF formsBCTF NewsFrançaisLabour linksPensionsTeacher NewsmagazineTeaching resources For Teachers Aboriginal Education  Bargaining & Collective Agreements  Français  Health & Safety  New Teachers  Opportunities for Members  Pensions Professional Development  Professional Rights & Responsibility  Provincial Specialist Associations  Salary & Benefits  Teachers Teaching On Call  Teaching Resources  For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > PSAs > PSA Presidents Provincial Specialist Association Presidents Last updated December 12, 2013 Sort by PSA name. 41 BC Art Teachers' Association (BCATA) bcata.ca   Eileen Ryan Clayton Heights Secondary 7003 188th Street Surrey, BC  V4N 3G6 604-576-4138 f: 604-576-4793 psac41@bctf.ca 42 BC Business Education Association (BCBEA) www.bcbea.ca   Harmale Sangha Tamanawis Secondary 12600 66th Avenue Surrey, BC  V3W 2A8 604-597-5234 f: 604-597-4450 psac42@bctf.ca 44 BC School Counsellors' Association (BCSCA) www.bctf.ca/bcsca   Ren Morley Dr FD Sinclair Elementary 7480 128th Street Surrey, BC  V3W 4E5 604-596-1537 f: 604-596-8271 psac44@bctf.ca 45 Association Provinciale des Professeurs de l'Immersion et du Programme-Francophone BC (APPIPC) www.appipc.ca   Sophie Bergeron Winslow Centre, SD#43 1100B Winslow Avenue Coquitlam, BC  V3J 2G3 604-937-6392 f: 604-936-6129 psac45@bctf.ca 46 BC Teachers of English Language Arts (BCTELA) www.bctela.ca/   Celia Brogan (interim) Quilchena Elementary 5300 Maple Street Vancouver, BC  V6M 3T6 604-713-4996 f: 604-713-5422 psac46@bctf.ca 47 Teachers of Home Economics Specialist Association (THESA) www.bctf.ca/thesa   Paula Aquino G.W. Graham Middle Secondary 45955 Thomas Road Chilliwack, BC  V2B 0B5 604-847-0772 f: 604-824-0711 psac47@bctf.ca 48 Provincial Intermediate Teachers' Association (PITA) www.pita.ca   Elaine Jaltema Chaffey-Burke Elementary 4404 Sardis Street Burnaby, BC  V5H 1K7 604-664-8652 psac48@bctf.ca 49 BC Teacher-Librarians' Association (BCTLA) www.bctf.ca/bctla   Heather Daly Moody Elementary 2717 St Johns Street Port Moody, BC  V3H 2B8 604-937-6380 psac49@bctf.ca 50 BC Association of Mathematics Teachers (BCAMT) www.bcamt.ca   Ron Coleborn Schou Education Center 4041 Canada Way Burnaby, BC  V5G 1G6 604-531-3170 f: 604-664-8382 psac50@bctf.ca 51 BC Association of Teachers of Modern Languages (BCATML) www.bcatml.org   Rome Lavrencic New Westminster Secondary 835 Eighth Street New Westminster, BC  V3M 3S9 604-517-6220 f: 604-517-6204 psac51@bctf.ca 52 BC Music Educators' Association (BCMEA) www.bctf.ca/bcmea   Jeff Weaver Oak Bay Secondary 2151 Cranmore Road Victoria, BC  V8R 1Z2 250-598-3361 f: 250-598-0710 psac52@bctf.ca 53 Learning Assistance Teachers' Association (LATA) www.bctf.ca/lata   Gail Bailey Glenrosa Middle School 3565 McIver Road West Kelowna, BC  V4T 1H8 250-870-5000 (ext. 6936) f: 250-870-5076 psac53@bctf.ca 54 Physical Education--British Columbia (PE-BC) www.bctf.ca/pebc   Sue MacDonald Centre for Learning Alternatives 3400 Westwood Drive Prince George, BC  V2N 1S1 250-561-5851 f: 250-563-5487 psac54@bctf.ca 55 BC Primary Teachers' Association (BCPTA) www.bcpta.ca   Janine Fraser Boundary District Teachers' Association Box 634, 1815D Central Avenue Grand Forks, BC  V0H 1H0 250-446-2724 f: 250-446-2623 psac55@bctf.ca 57 BC Science Teachers' Association (BCScTA) bcscta.ca   Grahame Rainey Ashcroft Secondary PO Box 669 Ashcroft, BC  V0K 1A0 250-453-9144 f: 250-453-2368 psac57@bctf.ca 58 BC Technology Education Association (BCTEA) www.bctf.ca/bctea   Martin Lim (interim) Fraser Heights Secondary 16060 108th Avenue Surrey, BC  V4N 1M1 604-587-4812 f: 604-582-9268 psac58@bctf.ca 59 BC Social Studies Teachers' Association (BCSSTA) www.bcssta.ca   Dale Martelli Vancouver Technical Secondary 2600 East Broadway Vancouver, BC  V5M 1Y5 604-713-8215 psac59@bctf.ca 60 Special Education Association (SEA) www.seaofbc.ca   BJ Foulds Prince George Secondary 2901 Griffiths Avenue Prince George, BC  V2K 5N3 250-562-6441 f: 250-564-4085 psac60@bctf.ca 62 Association of BC Drama Educators (ABCDE) www.bcdramateachers.com   Lana O'Brien WL Seaton Secondary 2701 41st Avenue Vernon, BC  V1T 6X3 250-542-3361 f: 250-542-6076 psac62@bctf.ca 63 Association for Educators of Gifted, Talented, and Creative Children in BC (AEGTCCBC) adultedpsa.org/   Shera Olson-Niewenhuizen Sorrento Elementary Box 220 Sorrento, BC  V0E 2W0 250-804-3781 f: 250-675-3374 psac63@bctf.ca 64 BC Educators for Distributed Learning PSA (BCEDLPSA) bcedl.ca   David Comrie Kamloops Open Online Learning 730 12th Street Kamloops, BC  V2B 3C1 250-376-5663 f: 250-377-2257 psac64@bctf.ca 65 Computer-Using Educators of BC (CUEBC) www.cuebc.ca   Mike Silverton Cilaire Elementary 25 Cilaire Drive Nanaimo, BC  V9S 3C9 250-758-7941 f: 250-751-8840 psac65@bctf.ca 66 Environmental Educators' PSA (EEPSA) www.bctf.ca/eepsa   Selina Metcalfe Surrey School District Simon Fraser University psac66@bctf.ca 67 BC Rural and Small Schools Teachers' Association (BCRSSTA) www.bcruralteachers.org   Virginia Ivey Pinantan Elementary School General Delivery Pinantan Lake, BC  V0E 3E0 250-377-2233 f: 250-573-3976 psac67@bctf.ca 68 BC Teachers for Peace and Global Education (PAGE) www.pagebc.ca   Greg Van Vugt Fraser Heights Secondary 16060 108th Avenue Surrey, BC  V4N 1M1 604-582-9231 f: 604-582-9268 psac68@bctf.ca 69 English as a Second Language PSA (ESLPSA) ellpsa.ca   Marc Tremblay Hollyburn Elementary 1329 Duchess Avenue West Vancouver, BC  V7T 1H5 604-782-1227 f: 604-981-1221 psac69@bctf.ca 70 BC Alternate Education Association (BCAEA) www.bctf.ca/bcaea   Mike Shaw Westside Ed Student Support Team 3770 Elliot Road Westbank, BC  V4T 1P7 250-768-3253 f: 250-768-0419 psac70@bctf.ca 71 Aboriginal Education Association (AEA) aboriginaled.blogspot.ca   Meredith Rusk Salmon Arm West Elementary 4750 10th Avenue SW Salmon Arm, BC  V1E 3B5 250-832-3862 f: 250-833-1126 psac71@bctf.ca 72 BC Co-operative Learning PSA (BCCLPSA) www.bctf.ca/bccla   Mike Galliford Maple Creek Middle School 3700 Hastings Street Port Coquitlam, BC  V3B 5K7 604-464-8581 f: 604-461-7832 psac72@bctf.ca 73 BC Dance Educators' Association (BCDEA) www.bctf.ca/bcdea   Kim Wolski Langley Fine Arts School 9096 Trattle Street Fort Langley, BC  V1M 2S6 604-888-3113 f: 604-888-3578 psac73@bctf.ca 75 BC Culinary Arts Specialist Association (BCCASA) www.bctf.ca/bccasa   Eric MacNeill Dover Bay Secondary School 6135 McGirr Road Nanaimo, BC  V9V 1M1 250-751-3409 f: 250-751-3405 psac75@bctf.ca 76 Educators Against Racism (EAR)   John Peterson Lucas Centre 2132 Hamilton Avenue North Vancouver, BC  V7P 2M3 604-903-4661 psac76@bctf.ca PSA Council Steering and Agenda Committee Chairperson Mike Silverton Cilaire Elementary 25 Cilaire Drive Nanaimo, BC V9S 3C9 250-758-7941 f: 250-751-8840 msilverton@sd68.bc.ca David Comrie Kamloops Open Online Learning 730 12th Street Kamloops, BC V2B 3C1 250-376-5663 f: 250-377-2257 dcomriel@sd73.bc.ca Mike Galliford Maple Creek Middle School 3700 Hastings Street Port Coquitlam, BC V3B 5K7 604-464-8581 f: 604-461-7832 mgalliford@sd43.bc.ca About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy Close Window Print Page   Provincial Specialist Association Presidents Last updated December 12, 2013 Sort by PSA name. 41 BC Art Teachers' Association (BCATA) bcata.ca   Eileen Ryan Clayton Heights Secondary 7003 188th Street Surrey, BC  V4N 3G6 604-576-4138 f: 604-576-4793 psac41@bctf.ca 42 BC Business Education Association (BCBEA) www.bcbea.ca   Harmale Sangha Tamanawis Secondary 12600 66th Avenue Surrey, BC  V3W 2A8 604-597-5234 f: 604-597-4450 psac42@bctf.ca 44 BC School Counsellors' Association (BCSCA) www.bctf.ca/bcsca   Ren Morley Dr FD Sinclair Elementary 7480 128th Street Surrey, BC  V3W 4E5 604-596-1537 f: 604-596-8271 psac44@bctf.ca 45 Association Provinciale des Professeurs de l'Immersion et du Programme-Francophone BC (APPIPC) www.appipc.ca   Sophie Bergeron Winslow Centre, SD#43 1100B Winslow Avenue Coquitlam, BC  V3J 2G3 604-937-6392 f: 604-936-6129 psac45@bctf.ca 46 BC Teachers of English Language Arts (BCTELA) www.bctela.ca/   Celia Brogan (interim) Quilchena Elementary 5300 Maple Street Vancouver, BC  V6M 3T6 604-713-4996 f: 604-713-5422 psac46@bctf.ca 47 Teachers of Home Economics Specialist Association (THESA) www.bctf.ca/thesa   Paula Aquino G.W. Graham Middle Secondary 45955 Thomas Road Chilliwack, BC  V2B 0B5 604-847-0772 f: 604-824-0711 psac47@bctf.ca 48 Provincial Intermediate Teachers' Association (PITA) www.pita.ca   Elaine Jaltema Chaffey-Burke Elementary 4404 Sardis Street Burnaby, BC  V5H 1K7 604-664-8652 psac48@bctf.ca 49 BC Teacher-Librarians' Association (BCTLA) www.bctf.ca/bctla   Heather Daly Moody Elementary 2717 St Johns Street Port Moody, BC  V3H 2B8 604-937-6380 psac49@bctf.ca 50 BC Association of Mathematics Teachers (BCAMT) www.bcamt.ca   Ron Coleborn Schou Education Center 4041 Canada Way Burnaby, BC  V5G 1G6 604-531-3170 f: 604-664-8382 psac50@bctf.ca 51 BC Association of Teachers of Modern Languages (BCATML) www.bcatml.org   Rome Lavrencic New Westminster Secondary 835 Eighth Street New Westminster, BC  V3M 3S9 604-517-6220 f: 604-517-6204 psac51@bctf.ca 52 BC Music Educators' Association (BCMEA) www.bctf.ca/bcmea   Jeff Weaver Oak Bay Secondary 2151 Cranmore Road Victoria, BC  V8R 1Z2 250-598-3361 f: 250-598-0710 psac52@bctf.ca 53 Learning Assistance Teachers' Association (LATA) www.bctf.ca/lata   Gail Bailey Glenrosa Middle School 3565 McIver Road West Kelowna, BC  V4T 1H8 250-870-5000 (ext. 6936) f: 250-870-5076 psac53@bctf.ca 54 Physical Education--British Columbia (PE-BC) www.bctf.ca/pebc   Sue MacDonald Centre for Learning Alternatives 3400 Westwood Drive Prince George, BC  V2N 1S1 250-561-5851 f: 250-563-5487 psac54@bctf.ca 55 BC Primary Teachers' Association (BCPTA) www.bcpta.ca   Janine Fraser Boundary District Teachers' Association Box 634, 1815D Central Avenue Grand Forks, BC  V0H 1H0 250-446-2724 f: 250-446-2623 psac55@bctf.ca 57 BC Science Teachers' Association (BCScTA) bcscta.ca   Grahame Rainey Ashcroft Secondary PO Box 669 Ashcroft, BC  V0K 1A0 250-453-9144 f: 250-453-2368 psac57@bctf.ca 58 BC Technology Education Association (BCTEA) www.bctf.ca/bctea   Martin Lim (interim) Fraser Heights Secondary 16060 108th Avenue Surrey, BC  V4N 1M1 604-587-4812 f: 604-582-9268 psac58@bctf.ca 59 BC Social Studies Teachers' Association (BCSSTA) www.bcssta.ca   Dale Martelli Vancouver Technical Secondary 2600 East Broadway Vancouver, BC  V5M 1Y5 604-713-8215 psac59@bctf.ca 60 Special Education Association (SEA) www.seaofbc.ca   BJ Foulds Prince George Secondary 2901 Griffiths Avenue Prince George, BC  V2K 5N3 250-562-6441 f: 250-564-4085 psac60@bctf.ca 62 Association of BC Drama Educators (ABCDE) www.bcdramateachers.com   Lana O'Brien WL Seaton Secondary 2701 41st Avenue Vernon, BC  V1T 6X3 250-542-3361 f: 250-542-6076 psac62@bctf.ca 63 Association for Educators of Gifted, Talented, and Creative Children in BC (AEGTCCBC) adultedpsa.org/   Shera Olson-Niewenhuizen Sorrento Elementary Box 220 Sorrento, BC  V0E 2W0 250-804-3781 f: 250-675-3374 psac63@bctf.ca 64 BC Educators for Distributed Learning PSA (BCEDLPSA) bcedl.ca   David Comrie Kamloops Open Online Learning 730 12th Street Kamloops, BC  V2B 3C1 250-376-5663 f: 250-377-2257 psac64@bctf.ca 65 Computer-Using Educators of BC (CUEBC) www.cuebc.ca   Mike Silverton Cilaire Elementary 25 Cilaire Drive Nanaimo, BC  V9S 3C9 250-758-7941 f: 250-751-8840 psac65@bctf.ca 66 Environmental Educators' PSA (EEPSA) www.bctf.ca/eepsa   Selina Metcalfe Surrey School District Simon Fraser University psac66@bctf.ca 67 BC Rural and Small Schools Teachers' Association (BCRSSTA) www.bcruralteachers.org   Virginia Ivey Pinantan Elementary School General Delivery Pinantan Lake, BC  V0E 3E0 250-377-2233 f: 250-573-3976 psac67@bctf.ca 68 BC Teachers for Peace and Global Education (PAGE) www.pagebc.ca   Greg Van Vugt Fraser Heights Secondary 16060 108th Avenue Surrey, BC  V4N 1M1 604-582-9231 f: 604-582-9268 psac68@bctf.ca 69 English as a Second Language PSA (ESLPSA) ellpsa.ca   Marc Tremblay Hollyburn Elementary 1329 Duchess Avenue West Vancouver, BC  V7T 1H5 604-782-1227 f: 604-981-1221 psac69@bctf.ca 70 BC Alternate Education Association (BCAEA) www.bctf.ca/bcaea   Mike Shaw Westside Ed Student Support Team 3770 Elliot Road Westbank, BC  V4T 1P7 250-768-3253 f: 250-768-0419 psac70@bctf.ca 71 Aboriginal Education Association (AEA) aboriginaled.blogspot.ca   Meredith Rusk Salmon Arm West Elementary 4750 10th Avenue SW Salmon Arm, BC  V1E 3B5 250-832-3862 f: 250-833-1126 psac71@bctf.ca 72 BC Co-operative Learning PSA (BCCLPSA) www.bctf.ca/bccla   Mike Galliford Maple Creek Middle School 3700 Hastings Street Port Coquitlam, BC  V3B 5K7 604-464-8581 f: 604-461-7832 psac72@bctf.ca 73 BC Dance Educators' Association (BCDEA) www.bctf.ca/bcdea   Kim Wolski Langley Fine Arts School 9096 Trattle Street Fort Langley, BC  V1M 2S6 604-888-3113 f: 604-888-3578 psac73@bctf.ca 75 BC Culinary Arts Specialist Association (BCCASA) www.bctf.ca/bccasa   Eric MacNeill Dover Bay Secondary School 6135 McGirr Road Nanaimo, BC  V9V 1M1 250-751-3409 f: 250-751-3405 psac75@bctf.ca 76 Educators Against Racism (EAR)   John Peterson Lucas Centre 2132 Hamilton Avenue North Vancouver, BC  V7P 2M3 604-903-4661 psac76@bctf.ca PSA Council Steering and Agenda Committee Chairperson Mike Silverton Cilaire Elementary 25 Cilaire Drive Nanaimo, BC V9S 3C9 250-758-7941 f: 250-751-8840 msilverton@sd68.bc.ca David Comrie Kamloops Open Online Learning 730 12th Street Kamloops, BC V2B 3C1 250-376-5663 f: 250-377-2257 dcomriel@sd73.bc.ca Mike Galliford Maple Creek Middle School 3700 Hastings Street Port Coquitlam, BC V3B 5K7 604-464-8581 f: 604-461-7832 mgalliford@sd43.bc.ca)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141006,glbn.ca,http://glbn.ca/,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/multimedia/PresidentsMessage.aspx?fid=85406&id=21426&printPage=true,President' s message header and intro.  	BCTF President's Message  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Multimedia A message from BCTF president, Susan Lambert Dear Colleagues, As president of the BCTF, it is an honour to speak for teachers. I am committed to keeping you fully informed about the issues unfolding in public education. Please visit our website frequently. Sincerely, Susan Lambert Date Topic 5/22/2013 4:27:56 PM Teachers Still Working for Better Schools 4/11/2013 4:04:55 PM Vote to improve classroom conditions 1/9/2013 12:38:56 PM End FSAs Now 11/28/2012 9:46:36 AM End Child Poverty 10/5/2012 9:51:19 AM Let’s bring education funding up to the national level 9/13/2012 4:11:43 PM New Education Minister 8/17/2012 3:54:13 PM Welcome backPresident's Message 2013-14)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/nvtu/executive.html.htm,Home Page Nicola Valley Teachers' Union       Home Newsletter Professional Development Calendar Contact Us Executive Bargaining Member Info Parents' Page       NVTU Local Executive POSITION NAME LOCATION   Work # E-Mail PRESIDENT Rick Ferguson NVTU Office 250.378.5060 nvtu@shaw.ca VICE PRESIDENT Andre Cote Central Elementary 250.378.2230 nvtuvp@shaw.ca Treasurer TBA ? 250.378. nvtutr@shaw.ca Local Rep. to BCTF Laughlin Eddy CLC 250.378.2157   nvtulr@shaw.ca Aboriginal Ed. Contact Amelia Washington CMS 250.378.4245 nvtuabed@shaw.ca OH&S Rita Keskinen MSS 250.378.5131 nvtuhs@shaw.ca Public Relations Daphne Randall SCIDES 250.378.4245 nvtupr@gmail.com PRO-D Ian Gordon SCIDES 250.378.4245 nvtupd@shaw.ca Bargaining Chair Ken Ellis CLC 250.378.2157 nvtubarg@shaw.ca Secretary Anna Sember Collettville 250.378.2230 nvtusec@shaw.ca Social Justice Chair Andre Cote Collettville 250.378.2230 nvtuvp@shaw.ca TTOC Contact Toni Stewart     nvtuttoc@shaw.ca Staff Representative Andre Cote Collettville 250.378.2230 nvtuvp@shaw.ca Staff Representative Fame Mackney CMS 250.378.6104   nvtucms@gmail.com Staff Representative Jaime Guay Diamondvale 250.378.2514   nvtudvale@gmail.com Staff Representative Tim McClure & Mo Ollek MSS 250.378.5131 nvtumss@gmail.com Staff Representative Dawn Ellingsen Bench 5250.378.2528 nvtubench@gmail.com Staff Representative Steve Carroll Central Elementary 250.378.9931 nvtucentral@gmail.com Staff Representative Ian Gordon SCIDES 250.378.4245 nvtupd@shaw.ca Staff Representative Paddy Weatherbie Nicola Canford 250.378.2172   nvtucanford@gmail.com                    )
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/11/the-slow-death-of-special-education.html,Staffroom Confidential: The slow death of special education Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Sunday, November 4, 2012 The slow death of special education The last decade has been bad for special education - services for those students with identified disabilities (learning, intellectual, or physical). In response to court victories requiring inclusion - the policy that all children should be integrated as much as possibly into the main stream classroom setting - a framework was developed in most jurisdictions in Canada to define and determine how each student's need would be addressed. Typically this means a team including parents, special education teachers, classroom teachers and administration work together to develop an individual education plan (IEP). In some cases the actual content of the student's education is modified - they complete different learning outcomes. In others, different learning strategies are used to help a student reach the same learning outcomes. These strategies are identified in the plan along with how they will be accomplished. Prior to 2002, students with a designation (a disability identified through testing and/or diagnosis) in BC received targeted funding. This funding paid for various resources in the school such as special education teachers, educational assistants, special equipment, and so forth. The targeting meant that the funding had to be directed to resources for a particular child. In addition, prior to 2002, teachers in BC had limits on how many students in each class was a student requiring an IEP. If this number was exceeded (usually 2 or 3), the teacher was assigned additional preparation time. This recognized that in order to carry out a modified program in the classroom, a teacher needed time to plan and prepare additional lessons and materials. It also recognized that a teacher could only feasibly do this for so many children before all the hours in the day were gone. Finally it ensured that children with disabilities really were integrated - they could not be bunched up into one or two classes within a school. Today's world is very different. There is now very limited targeted funding, and it is usually inadequate. Non-targeted funds have been used for a whole variety of other expenses, including carbon offsets, un-funded salary increases, technology purchases. Today, a child with autism may only have enough funding for an educational assistant half time, rather than full time (of course their autism doesn't magically go away for the other half of the day). Children with learning disabilities do not receive any targeted funding at all. It is not unusual for a class to have 3 - 12 students with an IEP. BC has lost over 700 special education teachers. They have more and more been replaced with an increase in education assistants, who have typically 6 months training, in comparison to five years of university plus a special education specialization. Teachers cannot manage and students' needs are not being met. It is now common place for teachers to refuse to sign off on an IEP - they simply don't believe that adequate resources are available to actually meet the plans identified. Classroom teachers struggle to cope with large numbers of students with widely varying needs. There are fewer and fewer "pull out" programs to help with reading and numeracy, so this is left to the classroom teacher. One teacher told me a few years ago she was delivering 18 different reading programs in her primary classroom.  In my school district, in a five year period, one in ten teachers is off on a stress related illness. Teachers are told to use teaching techniques to solve these problems. First, the answer was "differentiated learning". Simply create a lesson with variations for many different ability levels. Now teachers are being told to teach children to "self regulate". Simply ensure that your teaching includes self-regulation methods and children will be able to develop the skills to concentrate and function in a classroom setting. And the latest? Personalization. In the new 21st century learning world, as all teaching will be personalized to fit each individual student's needs, a student with a disability is no different than any other student. BC's Superintendent of Achievement, Rod Allen, has said there will be: "'no labels and no medical model. In a 21st century personalised world, I’ll tell you what a special education looks like if you can tell me what a ‘normal’ education is." This is meant to rationalize complete de-categorization - the wholesale elimination of the identification and programming for students with a disability. Rights for students with disabilities originate with the Charter. Educational opportunity must be preserved no matter what disabilities a child has, be it physical or mental. For some children to learn to read, significantly more resources are required. Learning disabilities require specific teaching strategies and often one-on-one instruction for periods of time. Physical disabilities may require additional supervision and equipment. It is more expensive, generally, to provide the same level of educational opportunity to a child with a disability than to a child without a disability, just as there may be costs involved to accommodate a worker with a disability in the workplace.  In a world obsessed with cost cutting rather than fairness and equity, this means that these children are particularly vulnerable. It is much cheaper to tell teachers to simply use "differentiated learning" than it is to provide adequate numbers of special education teachers. It is much easier to blame teachers for failing to do an impossible job - meet every child's needs in a class with too many learning complexities and too many children - than to ensure an adequate tax base to so that funding is available to actually meet every child's needs. The result? Only half of all students with special needs complete secondary school.  Eliminating special education categories would be catastrophic  Not only would we fail more children, we wouldn't even know, because no information would be available to identify which children had disabilities and how they progressed through the school system. Sadly, we appear to be on this path. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 6:32 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 1 comment: SheriNovember 4, 2012 at 7:04 PM Ironically, wanting to do away with a 'medical model' is just sick.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ▼  November (6) Technology in school? How much is too much Corporate advertising in public schools Thoughts on parent advocacy and the Moore decision... Technology in a 21st Century Learning Inc world The slow death of special education Attacks on public education are working...where is... ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "October is #FosterFamilyMonth. Thank you #BC for opening your homes and hearts to more than 5,900 children and youth." @John_Yap - 11:14pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=15694,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2008 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 20, Number 6, April 2008  Yours for the asking Social responsibility through the Coin-spiracy The Coin-spiracy is a social responsibility program designed for schools and youth groups. The program allows children the opportunity to give and receive kindness, realizing that even a small act of kindness has positive ripple effects for the giver and receiver. The Coin-spiracy is an excellent way for a school to achieve their social responsibility goals and celebrate the social responsibility activities already taking place. In joining the Coin-spiracy, the school, class, or individual student commits three acts of kindness: one for self, one for the environment, and one for another. The recipient of the third act of kindness is then invited to join the Coin-spiracy, and receives the symbol of the Coin-spiracy, the gold-coloured kindness coin called the "UNI" (short for the universal nature of kindness). Subsequent coin holders join the Coin-spiracy tradition by also committing three kind acts and passing the UNI along to the recipient of their kind acts...and so the UNI travels along, inspiring kindness along the way. Each UNI coin is uniquely coded and its travels can be tracked on its own journal page on the Coin-spiracy website. Since 2002, UNI coins have inspired kindness in over 45 countries. Encourage your school to join the Coin-spiracy and create a greener, happier, healthier world one kind act at a time! Visit www.investinakinderworld.com for further information or e-mail info@kindacts.net. Registrations for the 2008–09 school year are being accepted. "This program taught us very valuable lessons. It showed us how one act of kindness goes a long way and how being kind to others is a gift that makes everyone feel much better. It feels really nice to make the world kinder. We encourage everyone to participate in this program. We had a lot of fun and it made us aware of how important it is for each of us to help make the world a better place." – Student, Champlain Heights Community School, Vancouver Healthcare workshop: The price is right? Check Your Head: the Youth Global Education Network and the BC Health Coalition have teamed up to offer a new youth engagement workshop that gets youth thinking about public healthcare. Should healthcare be a right for all or a privilege for some? This workshop engages participants in interactive activities that ask the questions: What do youth believe makes a healthy community? How does Canada’s public healthcare system work? and What does private participation in healthcare mean for public health? Youth will learn how to take action to ensure healthcare is accessible for all. Healthcare made fun (finally!) Check Your Head also offers a train-the-trainer workshop, which equips educators with the knowledge and resources to facilitate the workshop on their own. These fun and interactive workshops are available until the end of June, so book now! Each workshop runs approximately one hour and 15 minutes and the maximum is 30 participants per workshop. Check Your Head facilitates workshops in the Lower Mainland and beyond! Call or e-mail CYH: Check Your Head 604-685-6631 or healthcare@checkyourhead.org. South Park School: Memories Through the Decades This book written by teachers Debbie Marchand and Linda Picciotto, tells the history of South Park School in Victoria. The school was built in 1894, before the Empress Hotel and the legislative buildings were completed. The heritage building is the oldest in Western Canada that has been in continuous use as a school. The book contains many interesting and entertaining memoirs collected from former students and staff, which give readers a feeling for the school and community at the time. The earliest is from 1900 and the latest from 2007. The authors used many photographs from school archives and linked the school stories to local, national, and global history through the "Facts and Events" sections. It is the history of a school, but also the history of education from the late 19th century to the present. A selection of quotes from the memoir sections will give readers an idea of some of the contents. Note the quote from 1969: NDP Leader Carole James was a student at South Park in the late 1960s. Her memoir describes her first political action, a strike to protest girls not being allowed to wear pants to school. 1907: "...so each Friday the girls walked over the rocks, wearing aprons and carrying pot holders." 1916: "There was hardly a day that he wasn’t strapped for some misdemeanor." 1930: "He was so good looking, and besides he held a lot of spelling bees." 1946: "...it was necessary to heat up the horse-hoof glue to make it useable." 1969: "...walked out of the school and went on strike." [student Carole James] The publication, a 196-page "coffee table" book, was made possible in part by grants from the Victoria Foundation and the City of Victoria. The cost is $25 (including taxes) and it can be purchased at South Park School (508 Douglas Street in Victoria) or from Linda Picciotto (250-598-3450) or Debbie Marchand (250-598-1588). See our website at www.southparkbook.ca. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141006,globalnews.ca,http://globalnews.ca/tag/bc-teachers-strike/sandbox/minimal,BC Teachers Strike | News, Videos & Articles Your Region: National BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg On TV: Global National Sections National National sections Locals Local sections Watch Watch sections Search Canada Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released Sections Health Money Consumer Tech Entertainment Environment Science Lifestyle Sports Featured Canada World Politics Investigations Canada Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released Your Region National Change BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Health Money Consumer Tech Entertainment Environment Science Lifestyle Sports Jump to a Region National BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Man trying to reach Bermuda in inflatable bubble rescued by Coast Guard Schedule NowGlobal National 7:00pmEntertainment Tonight More Programs Global National The West Block 16x9 The Morning Show More Personalities Dawna Friesen Carolyn Jarvis Liza Fromer Tom Clark More News Major snowfall covers N. Manitoba Entertainment ‘Gone Girl’ wins weekend box office News Journalist with Ebola arrives at US hospital Canada Quebecor sells off Sun newspaper chain News Crowdfunded bus debuts in Toronto Entertainment Depardieu reveals past as escort, thief Canada MPs debate motion for airstrikes in Iraq Sports NBA extends television deals for 9 years Trending Maple Syrup Heist Hong Kong protests Iraq crisis Luka Magnotta Ebola outbreak enterovirus D68 Ukraine Retail Wars http://globalnews.ca/tag/bc-teachers-strike/"> News Live blog Daycare Options Wages Class Size What is E80? Class Composition Video Latest BC Teachers Strike Videos 02:08 News Hour BC Inner city teacher turns to crowdfunding for needy kids 01:59 News Hour BC Back to school, three weeks late 01:27 News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Will the school year be extended? 02:39 Noon News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: What can kids expect? 02:19 News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Results of the vote tonight 05:03 Noon News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Teachers voting today 04:12 News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Big questions remain 10:13 BC 1 BC teachers dispute: Union leader Jim Sinclair weighs in on deal 03:10 Noon News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: BCTF urged to vote yes 03:11 News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Deal details 01:44 News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Deal reaction 01:44 News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Back to school shopping 01:57 News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Finally, a tentative deal 06:59 BC 1 BC teachers dispute: Is it a good deal? 05:21 BC 1 BC teachers deal: Is the new deal affordable? 06:34 BC 1 BC teachers dispute: What will the school year look like? 15:57 News Hour BC Press conference: BCTF president Jim Iker on tentative deal 02:11 Global National BC teachers strike: Tentative deal reached, school may start Monday 15:20 News Hour BC Press conference: Premier Christy Clark and Peter Fassbender on tentative deal 06:31 BC 1 BC teachers dispute: Press conference review Latest BC Teachers Strike News Global News October 5, 2014 10:07 pm Coquitlam teachers fighting over pay Lori Leonard thought the protests were behind her, but the Coquitlam teacher is dusting off her picket sign once again. Continue reading → BC 1 September 27, 2014 2:02 pm Cheques for school strike money to be mailed in late October Cheques for the $40 a day promised to parents of children aged 12 and under during the education dispute will be mailed out in late October. Continue reading →   What is this? Branded content is written by or on behalf of our sponsor and not by Global News' editorial staff. If you'd like to learn more... What is this ? X What is this? Branded content is written by or on behalf of our sponsor and not by Global News' editorial staff. If you'd like to learn more... More stories below Global News September 24, 2014 1:34 am Children at Silverdale Elementary return to class in middle of construction site Students at Silverdale Elementary, a small school in Mission, have started off their year on a construction site. Continue reading → BC 1 September 22, 2014 7:50 pm Elementary school teacher sets up crowdfunding page for classroom supplies For teachers, going back to school also comes at a cost. Continue reading → BC 1 September 22, 2014 8:10 am BC teachers’ strike: Will the school year be extended? Public school students will be back in classrooms across B.C. on Monday amid lingering questions about how the education dispute will affect the school year. Continue reading → BC 1 September 20, 2014 1:36 pm B.C. students getting ready to go back to school on Monday Shoppers are expected to be out in droves this weekend across B.C., stocking up on school supplies. Continue reading →   What is this? Branded content is written by or on behalf of our sponsor and not by Global News' editorial staff. If you'd like to learn more... What is this ? X What is this? Branded content is written by or on behalf of our sponsor and not by Global News' editorial staff. If you'd like to learn more... BC 1 September 17, 2014 7:23 pm B.C. teachers ponder tentative deal ahead of vote The initial euphoria of getting a negotiated deal in the bitter B.C. teachers’ strike has worn off and now more than 40,000 union members are tallying their wins and losses before voting on the contract. Continue reading → BC 1 September 17, 2014 2:00 pm Questions about Pro-D Days in B.C. as tentative deal reached in dispute But for school districts that have Pro-D Days scheduled for Monday, many are wondering if those will be rescheduled or cancelled so the kids and teachers can get back in the classroom as soon as possible. Continue reading → More stories below BC 1 September 17, 2014 8:30 am Teachers to vote on tentative deal on Thursday: the details Here is what is known about the tentative six-year deal between the BCTF and government that teachers will vote on this Thursday Continue reading → Global News September 16, 2014 10:49 pm Full text of communication to teachers from the BCTF Read the full text of the e-mail that the BCTF sent to B.C. teachers today after the announcement of a tentative deal. Continue reading → Load More Popular Now Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released 20224 How does Ebola spread? 5 things you need to know 18659 Accused Madeleine McCann Twitter troll found dead 9985 Ebola: 5 reasons why an outbreak is highly unlikely in Canada 7298 UPDATE: What’s the best, cheapest Canadian cellphone plan out there? 5891 Featured Content Canada Ebola: 5 reasons why an outbreak is highly unlikely in Canada What are the chances of an Ebola outbreak taking off in Canada? It isn’t likely, according to experts. And here are a number of reasons why. Continue reading → Environment Are we in the midst of a mass extinction? There have been 5 mass extinctions — the loss of 75 per cent or more of the world’s species — in Earth’s history. Scientists now believe that we are at the early stages of the sixth. Continue reading → Health Lab-grown penises may soon be ‘ready for testing’ on humans Researchers in North Carolina say penises grown in laboratories could “soon be ready for human testing,” offering hope for men who have had traumatic injuries or penile cancer. Continue reading → Canada Meet Rachel Parent — the teen fighting for GMO labelling in Canada Rachel Parent is a 15-year-old activist. Her goal: mandatory labelling in Canada of all genetically modified organisms, or GMOs that are found as ingredients in food. Continue reading → Canada Abandoned puppies on the mend Twenty hungry, cold and flea-infested puppies found in a Saskatchewan field are now being nursed back to health at Battleford’s Humane Society. Continue reading → Science Everything you need to know about Wednesday’s lunar eclipse On Oct. 8, Canada will be treated to its second lunar eclipse of the year. Find out what you can expect. Continue reading → Canada Can homegrown food win the climate change war? Wondering what’s the single most effective way to combat climate change? Plant a garden. Continue reading → Canada 16×9: An investigation into illegal lumber Timber thieves are stealing wood from the Russian Far East, processing it in China and then shipping it to North America, a 16×9 investigation has found. Continue reading → Highlights Hounds of Parliament: As commuting cyclist and budget watchdog, Frechette must make his presence known Frechette draws a line distinguishing his personality as a cyclist and as the parliamentary budget officer. But surely there’s a parallel between the assertive man he is on a bike and in the role of PBO? Continue reading → Email alerts Sign up for FREE daily Globalnews.ca newsletters and breaking news alerts Email Address National Daily News National Breaking News By clicking on the submit button, I have read, understood and agreed to our privacy policy Twitter Follow globalnews 9 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews UPDATED: Nurse in Spain is 1st #Ebola infection outside West Africa glbn.ca/ClOKv 35 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews USA Swimming suspends #MichaelPhelps for 6 months glbn.ca/ClLU9 pic.twitter.com/nqC3dQ3NhL 35 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews Hillary Clinton: military action against ISIS “critical” and “essential” globalnews.ca/news/1600343/w… #cdnpoli Jump to a Region BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Connect Facebook Twitter Google+ RSS Contact Us Global News About Us Privacy Policy Principles & Practices Terms & Conditions Copyright Shaw Media Advertise Open Data © Shaw Media Inc., 2014. All rights reserved. Follow Follow “Global News” Get every new post delivered to your Inbox. Join 3,820 other followers Powered by WordPress.com Shaw Connect Expand News Entertainment Entertainment Home Celebs Movies TV Music Living Lifestyle Food Home & Living Sports Money Tech Travel Breaktime Autos Watch TV Online All Sites Global Global News Food Network HGTV History Television Showcase Slice DTOUR ET Canada National Geographic Movietime Lifetime H2 DIY Action NG Wild Mystery IFC BBC Deja Vu Twist)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/francais.aspx?id=4560&printPage=true,BCTF > Enseigner en Colombie Britannique  	Programmes et services français  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Français Enseigner dans les écoles publiques de la Colombie-Britannique Quelle formation pour être enseignant du français? (si vous ne possèdez pas un certificat d'enseignement reconnu par la Colombie- Britannique) Le module français du Programme de formation professionnelle (PFP) prépare à l’enseignement élémentaire ou secondaire dans les programmes de français de base (Core French), d’immersion et francophone.Il est proposé par les principales universités de la Province. Le PFP à SFU: pour en savoir plus cliquer ici. Le PFP à UBC: pour en savoir plus cliquer ici   Demander la reconnaissance d’aptitude à l’enseignement dans les écoles publiques de la Colombie-Britannique Toute personne employée comme enseignant, directeur d’école ou directeur général d’un conseil scolaire dans le système d’enseignement public de la Colombie-Britannique doit posséder un brevet d’enseignement délivré par le ministèere de l'Éducation. Les enseignants non résidants et titulaires de diplômes d’autres provinces ou pays peuvent présenter une demande d’évaluation de leurs titres professionnels. Les enseignants ayant reçu une formation hors de la province ou du Canada doivent fournir une preuve de leur admissibilité au brevet provincial avant d’accepter un poste d’enseignement en Colombie-Britannique. Les personnes jugées admissibles au brevet provincial, mais ne résidant pas en Colombie-Britannique peuvent réunir les conditions voulues pour une lettre d’admissibilité. Cette lettre d’admissibilité ne constitue cependant PAS UN BREVET d’enseignement. Un brevet peut être délivré seulement lorsque la personne établit sa résidence en Colombie-Britannique. Les enseignants qui réunissent les conditions voulues pour le brevet mais qui ne sont pas citoyens canadiens doivent fournir une preuve de leur statut d’immigrant reçu ou avoir un permis de travail valide pour enseigner au Canada avant de pouvoir recevoir le brevet leur permettant d’enseigner en Colombie-Britannique. Demander la documentation/les formulaires nécessaires pour faire évaluer vos titres professionnels auprès de la Teacher Regulation Branch   Les documents rédigés dans une langue autre que l’anglais ou le français doivent être accompagnés d’une traduction en anglais certifiée par une autorité appropriée. Selon les résultats de l’évaluation, il se peut que la Teacher Regulation Branch exige que vous suiviez des cours universitaires supplémentaires et (ou) que vous fassiez un stage d’enseignement dans une école publique de la province. Note: Vous choisirez peut-être d’entamer les démarches auprès de la Teacher Regulation Branch quelques mois avant votre arrivée définitive en Colombie-Britannique. Il vous sera donc possible d’indiquer aux conseils scolaires auprès desquelles vous ferez demande d’emploi que le processus de reconnaissance d’aptitude à l’enseignement en Colombie-Britannique est amorcé.     Autorisation de recherche de casier judiciaire en vertu de la loi Criminal Records Review Act  La loi Criminal Records Review Act a pour objet de protéger les enfants contre toute agression physique et sexuelle. De ce fait, la loi oblige à vérifier le casier judiciaire de toute personne travaillant avec des enfants ou pouvant avoir accès à eux sans surveillance dans le cours normal de son travail. Cette loi comprend la Teacher Regulation Branch. La Teacher Regulation Branch. doit obtenir de chaque personne qui demande un brevet d'enseignant ou l'adhésion au Collège, un formulaire signé d'autorisation de recherche de casier judiciaire. Demander le classement sur l’échelle de salaire  Tandis que la Teacher Regulation Branch délivre les permis et les brevets d’enseignement, il revient au Teacher Qualification Service (service de classement hiérarchique des enseignants et enseignantes) d’établir une catégorie de salaire. Teacher Qualification Service 1525, 8e Avenue ouest, Bureau no. 106 Vancouver (Colombie-Britannique) V6J 1T5 Téléphone : (604) 736-5484 Télécopieur : (604) 736-6591   Afin de décider de votre classement, le service TQS vous demandera de fournir : Une photocopie du permis ou brevet que vous aura délivré la Teacher Regulation Branch . Les mêmes documents, attestations et photocopies officielles que soumis à la Teacher Regulation Branch Note:  La Teacher Regulation Branch ne transmettra pas vos documents au TQS. Il vous incombe de faire parvenir au Teacher Qualification Service les documents nécessaires. Le service TQS fixera votre classement sur l’échelle de salaire et vous fera part de sa décision. Si, par la suite, vous négligez de communiquer cette décision à votre employeur, celui-ci vous paiera le salaire de base de l’échelle des salaires. Demander un poste d’enseignant(e) en Colombie-Britannique  Les écoles publiques de la Colombie-Britannique sont regroupées dans soixante conseils scolaires. Chaque conseil scolaire recrute son personnel enseignant selon ses politiques et règlements. Vous pouvez obtenir des renseignements sur les postes d’enseignants disponibles dans les journaux et auprès des conseils scolaires. Faites parvenir votre dossier de candidature directement aux différents conseils scolaires.   Devenir membre de la Fédération des enseignantes et enseignants de la Colombie-Britannique (FECB)  La Fédération regroupe les syndicats locaux d’enseignant(e)s. Elle représente tous les enseignant(e)s du secteur publique de la Colombie-Britannique. Une fois engagé(e) par un conseil scolaire public en Colombie-Britannique vous devez devenir membre du syndicat local et membre de la Fédération. Il est recommandé de communiquer avec le syndicat local pour connaître l’entente collective. Fédération des enseignantes et enseignants de la Colombie-Britannique 100 - 550, 6e Avenue ouest Vancouver (Colombie-Britannique) V5Z 4P2 Téléphone : (604) 871-2283 Sans frais : 1-800-663-9163 www.bctf.ca   Bureau des programmes et services français de la FECB Téléphone : (604) 871-1844 Télécopieur : (604) 871-2286    Marie-Claude Tremblay , Coordinatrice.  Cecilia Huard de la Marre, Adjointe administrative.  Autres adresses utiles : Ministère de l’Éducation Bureau des programmes de langue française P.O. Box 9160, Stn Prov Govt Victoria (Colombie-Britannique) V8V 9H3 Téléphone : (250) 356-0256   Conseil scolaire francophone 180-10200, Shellbridge Way,  Richmond (Colombie-Britannique) V6X 2W7 Téléphone : (604) 214-2600 Télécopieur : (604) 214-9881  )
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/issues/resources.aspx?id=11560,Special Education/Learning Assistance Designations – Identification and Assessment  	Untitled Page  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Issues in Education > Inclusive Education > Teaching to Diversity Special Education/Learning Assistance Designations – Identification and Assessment Students with Intellectual Disabilities, including Students with Moderate to Profound Intellectual Disabilities Medical Diagnoses Students with Learning Disabilities Students who are Gifted Students Requiring Behaviour Support or Students with Mental Illness, including Students Requiring Intensive Behaviour Interventions or Students with Serious Mental Illness Students with Multiple Disabilities Those Who are Physically Dependent with Multiple Needs (Dependent) Students with Multiple Disabilities: Those Who are Deaf/blind Students with Visual Impairment Students who are Deaf or Hard of Hearing Students with Autism Students with Moderate to Profound Intellectual Disabilities A student is considered to have a moderate to profound intellectual disability if intellectual functioning is greater than 3 standard deviations below the norm on an individually administered Level C assessment instrument of intellectual functioning, and there is delayed adaptive behaviour and functioning of similar degree. These students have particular learning characteristics. They require support in the development of academic skills, communication skills, cognitive skills, fine and gross motor skills, self-care, life skills and socialization skills. Generally, a student with this level of intellectual functioning is also significantly delayed in social-emotional development. There may also be accompanying sensory, physical and health disabilities. To be eligible for special education funding for Moderate to Profound Intellectual Disabilities the student must also meet the following criteria: A current IEP must be in place that addresses the student's needs (for example, intellectual, social, motor, communications, and academic needs) and sets individualized goals for the student; the IEP must include the adaptations, modifications, and services for the student and include measures for tracking student achievement in relation to the goals; and Ongoing special education service(s) must be provided. These services must be outlined in the IEP and be directly related to the student's identified needs. Reduction in class size is not by itself a sufficient service to meet this funding criteria. Medical Diagnoses A student with an intellectual disability will usually be identified before entering the school system. For students with a mild intellectual disability, however, difficulties with adaptive behaviour may not have been previously documented. Adaptive behaviour is the "effectiveness or degree to which the individual meets the standards of personal independence and social responsibility..." (American Association for Mental Retardation [AAMR]). A psychoeducational assessment will be used to determine a student's level of functioning and should be based on a variety of measures of intellectual ability and adaptive behaviour, as well as information from the family and, where available, other service providers. Instruments such as the Vineland Adaptive Behavior Scales and the Adaptive Behavior Scale (American Association of the Mentally Retarded) should be used in the assessment of an individual's adaptive behaviour. The most frequently used tests in assessing intellectual ability are the most current revisions of the Stanford-Binet and the Wechsler Intelligence scales. The formal psychoeducational assessment will determine the student's level of functioning and must include information regarding: academic and life skills; communication skills; sensory disorders; social-emotional development; and specific aptitudes. Students with Learning Disabilities Schools and school boards are responsible for assessing students for the purposes of planning instruction and support services and identifying them as students with special needs. The following are Ministry suggested guidelines for this process. Students with learning disabilities often experience difficulties in the acquisition of basic academic skills and/or in school performance and are characterized by unexpected academic under-achievement or achievement that is maintained only by unusually high levels of effort and support. The severity of these academic difficulties is such that students demonstrate: persistent difficulties in the acquisition of pre-academic skills such as recognition of letters and numbers in the early primary years; and/or persistent difficulties in the acquisition of reading, writing and/or numeracy skills. Students with learning disabilities may demonstrate a significant discrepancy between estimated learning potential and academic achievement as measured by norm-referenced achievement instruments in Grades 4-12. Students with learning disabilities demonstrate a significant weakness in one or more cognitive processes (e.g., perception, memory, attention, receptive or expressive language abilities, visual-spatial abilities) relative to overall intellectual functioning, as measured by norm-referenced assessment instruments, which directly impact their performance. Most students included in the Learning Disabilities category will be identified by the school system through the progressive assessment and systematic documentation process described in Section C: comprehensive assessment of learning needs and use of alternative instructional strategies by classroom teacher; consultation with the parent and student, with possible screening to investigate whether there is a health basis for the learning difficulty; collaboration with school-based personnel to develop additional assessment and intervention strategies; referral to the school based team for further assistance in implementing strategies or coordination of support services; and possible referral for an extended assessment (psycho-educational assessment) to determine the presence, nature, severity and educational implications of a learning disability and provide additional information for planning. In some cases, students may have been identified in clinical settings. The assessment is often multidisciplinary, supplementing the psycho-educational assessment with information from a speech-language pathologist or an occupational therapist. The assessment of a student with a learning disability should integrate information from a number of sources, for example: information from the family about health, social-emotional adjustment, developmental history; overall intellectual functioning, specific cognitive abilities, socio-emotional status; pre-academic or academic skills; and learning strengths and weaknesses, and their implications. Assessment information should contribute to the process of planning and evaluating the student's education program. There is much discussion and concern about the guidelines for LD designation. A useful Canadian web site from the Learning Disabilities Association of Ontariohas several documents. Students who are Gifted Early identification of students who are gifted is an important element in planning and delivering appropriate educational programs for these students. Some gifted students whose abilities are not identified and addressed early may exhibit secondary emotional and behavioural difficulties. District screening and identification procedures should be in place to ensure consistency of access to programs designed to support gifted students. Every effort should be made to ensure that screening and identification procedures are unbiased with respect to language, culture, gender, physical ability, learning or other disability. No single criterion should be established for access to or exclusion from services for students who are gifted. Rather, identification and assessment should be carried out using multiple criteria and information from a variety of sources, all of which are valid components for identification. These should include several of the following: teacher observations including anecdotal records, checklists, and inventories; records of student achievement including assignments, portfolios, grades and outstanding talents, interests and accomplishments; nominations by educators, parents, peers and/or self; interview of parents and students; and formal assessments to Level C of cognitive ability, achievement, aptitude and creativity. A student who is talented in areas other than academics should also have an assessment of intellectual abilities, as it is important information for educational planning. Students Requiring Intensive Behaviour Interventions or Students with Serious Mental Illness Students identified in this special education funding category are those most in need of intensive interventions. They are expected to be less than 1 percent of the student population province-wide. These students should have access to co-ordinated school/community interventions. These should be based on inter-service/agency assessment processes that are required to manage, educate, and maintain the students in school and in their community. Students Requiring Intensive Behaviour Interventions are eligible to be claimed in this special education funding category if they exhibit: antisocial, extremely disruptive behaviour in most environments (for example, classroom, school, family, and the community); and· behaviours that are consistent/persistent over time. Students with Serious Mental Illness eligible to be claimed in this special education funding category are those with: serious mental health conditions which have been diagnosed by a qualified mental health clinician (psychologist with appropriate training, psychiatrist, or physician); and serious mental illnesses which manifest themselves in profound withdrawal or other negative internalizing behaviours; and These students often have histories of profound problems, and present as very vulnerable, fragile students who are seriously 'at risk' in classroom and other environments without extensive support. In addition to meeting one of the conditions above, to be eligible for special education funding, these behaviour disorders and or illnesses must be: serious enough to be known to school and school district personnel and other community agencies and to warrant intensive interventions by other community agencies/service providers beyond the school; and a serious risk to the student or others, and/or with behaviours or conditions that significantly interfere with the student's academic progress and that of other students; and beyond the normal capacity of the school to educate, provided "normal capacity" is seen to include the typical special education support/interventions such as school-based counselling, moderate behaviour supports, the use of alternate settings, and other means in the school environment. Reduction in class size or placement in an alternate program or learning environment is not by itself a sufficient service to meet the criteria. Students with Multiple Disabilities: (Dependent) A student who has been formally identified and assessed as having dependent needs is considered by the Ministry of Education for special education funding beyond that provided for low-incidence conditions. Assessments should integrate current, relevant information related to their intellectual, social/emotional, sensory, physical and communicative abilities, as well as their ability to perform activities of daily living at school. There must be an Individual Education Plan that recognizes the broad range of intellectual abilities of the student, and that addresses the specific educational, health and personal care needs as well as the strategies to address those needs. Developing an appropriate plan for a student with multiple needs frequently requires input from a number of specialists who are not typically part of a school-based team. These might include medical professionals, representatives of the Ministry of Social Services and the Ministry of Health, and individuals with expertise in augmentative/alternative communication. However, for ongoing management the team should include only key personnel. Careful documentation and clear procedures are required to address the health needs of these students while in school. Therefore, the following should be incorporated into the planning: available medical assessments; health care plans; and special emergency procedures. Refer to the Inter-Ministerial Protocols for the Provision of Supplementary Services to Schools, "In-School Support for Special Needs Students", and to Section G25: In-School Support for Special Needs Students, for further details. Students with Multiple Disabilities: (Deaf/blind) Districts should have current information that describes the sensory acuities (vision and hearing), physical development, orientation and mobility (skills and knowledge), social development, academic abilities, educational achievement, and communicative competence of students who are deafblind. This information is best obtained for students who are deafblind through a multidisciplinary assessment process. Students with Visual Impairment School districts should co-operate with Ministry of Health personnel to ensure all students participate in a vision screening program for the identification and prevention of visual impairments. Schools should also request a vision and hearing screening whenever they suspect a student is experiencing difficulties or is having trouble learning. These programs should be conducted by local health personnel in accordance with the inter-ministerial protocol, "Generalized School Health Services". The school district should develop and implement referral procedures to ensure that every visually impaired student is identified, and receives an appropriate educational program. In order to plan the educational program the teacher of the visually impaired should conduct a functional vision assessment to identify the educational implications of the student's vision loss. In the case of students with a severe visual impairment, a qualified orientation and mobility instructor should also assess the students' skills in orientation and mobility. Students who are Deaf or Hard of Hearing Most children with significant hearing loss will have been identified through an audiological assessment prior to entering the school system. A few children, however, particularly those with less severe hearing loss, may not have been identified prior to school entry. Under the audiological services protocol agreement between the Ministries of Health and Education, all students in the initial school entry year receive a hearing screening. Any student who fails the screening should be referred to the nearest health unit or audiology clinic for a complete hearing assessment. Indeed, any student referred for special education services during his or her school career should be referred for a hearing assessment in order to determine whether an intermittent or chronic hearing loss is the primary cause of any exhibited learning or behavioural problem. Hearing loss is generally measured in terms of decibel loss using standards agreed on internationally. However, decibel losses do not always correlate with educational implications and are therefore not a sole criterion for determination of need for educational intervention. Any degree of hearing loss has educational implications, so following the identification of a student's hearing loss an assessment to determine the strengths and weaknesses of the student in the areas of language development and communication skills may be required. This assessment, usually administered by a teacher of the deaf and hard of hearing, may include the administration of standardized tests in the areas of ability and achievement, as well as curriculum-based assessment and observation and teacher reports. Program planning decisions and recommendations for placement of the student in a specific program should occur only once a full assessment has been completed. A critical part of the assessment process is determining the method of communication to be used in the educational setting. While the majority of students who are hard of hearing will develop English language skills through the use of appropriate amplification and oral instruction, some students, often with more severe hearing losses, will require either an English-based sign system or American Sign Language. School districts are responsible for assessing the most enabling language(s) to allow a student who is deaf or hard of hearing to fully access the curriculum, and for providing staff with the qualifications to meet the specific communication needs of individual students. Students with Autism For students who are under the age of six: The province has introduced Standards and Guidelines for the Assessment and Diagnosis of Young Children with Autism Spectrum Disorder in British Columbia*, as of April 1, 2003, that govern the identification and assessment of students under the age of six for a diagnosis of autism. The Ministry of Education has adopted these Standards. The Standards require that a clinical diagnostic assessment, undertaken after April 1, 2003 must be conducted by a qualified specialist (registered psychologist, pediatrician, neurologist or psychiatrist) with broad experience in diagnosing children with autism and developmental disabilities. The assessment must include and integrate information from multiple sources and various professionals from different disciplines. Assessment must include psychological assessment of cognitive level and adaptive functioning using standardized norm-referenced instructions; a comprehensive speech-language-communication evaluation using standardized norm-referenced instruments; and a comprehensive medical evaluation by a pediatrician including a detailed physical exam and appropriate laboratory investigations. Additional assessments may include occupational therapy assessment, psychiatric assessment or other specialty assessment as indicated. *For more information, please refer to the Standards, which can be viewed at: www.healthplanning.gov.bc.ca/cpa/publications/asd_standards_0318.pdf Some variability in diagnostic and assessment practices existed prior to April 1, 2003. Therefore, any student under the age of six, whose diagnosis and assessment were completed before April 1, 2003, may meet identification and assessment criteria if he/she was provided with a diagnosis of autism by a qualified professional. For children over the age of 6, being identified in the Autism category for the first time at or after September 30, 2003: A clinical diagnostic assessment must be conducted by a qualified specialist (registered psychologist, pediatrician, neurologist or psychiatrist) with broad experience in diagnosing children with autism and developmental disabilities. The assessment must include and integrate information from multiple sources covering development and presenting concerns; must include mental health status examination; must review community records and prior assessments; and must include consultation with professionals from other disciplines where deemed appropriate. "Grandfathering provisions" Students of any age who were identified by school boards in the Autism category in the 2002/03 school year will remain eligible for continued placement in this category for the 2003/04 school year provided a previous diagnosis of autism was made by an appropriately qualified professional, a current IEP remains in place and the student continues to receive additional special education services, as described above. Such students will be "grandfathered" for the 2003/04 school year on the basis that they were identified in the autism category at 2002/03, consistent with Ministry of Education requirements for that school year. About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Touring a natural gas drilling rig with @MLA Mike Bernier, and Brian from EnCana http://t.co/AifdJ4H07b" @Teresa_Wat - 06:01pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141003,adoptaschool.indigo.ca,http://adoptaschool.indigo.ca/eng/schools/1090,Indigo Adopt a School  | Rocky Mountain Elementary School in Elkford, BC home schools about success stories giveaway Français Login Sign up Rocky Mountain Elementary School Elkford, British Columbia 1210 / 220 Books Given Overview Updates (5) Activity (8728) 1st Place in BC 13876 Adopts 2 Days Left Help this school win $10,000 in books by donating and adopting. Activity Kathi Shaw Has adopted this school  3 seconds ago Tabitha Monaghan - Glen Stewart Primary, PEI Has adopted this school  1 minute ago Anonymous Has given a book through an online donation  2 minutes ago We can do this Rocky!! karin johnson Has adopted this school  3 minutes ago Shayne Hogan - Glen Stewart Primary, PEI Has adopted this school  3 minutes ago stephanie Has adopted this school  5 minutes ago Candice Klapp Has adopted this school  5 minutes ago Shelley Murphy - Glen Stewart Primary, PEI Has adopted this school  6 minutes ago Joyce Kutzner Has adopted this school  7 minutes ago Colleen Trozzo Has adopted this school  8 minutes ago Load More Updates Votes are Down Today! Don't Stop Now!!! October 02, 2014 Oh my!! Thanks to everyone who is still voting and donating every day! We have so far had 1028 books donated which equates to over $11,000.00, that is fantastic! We are in First Place, however, our votes and donations are WAY DOWN today, we cannot give up yet!!! In order to ensure a win, we MUST... Read more Time to Dig In! October 01, 2014 Yowzers!! We are in 1st place right now, but school #2 is giving us a challenge! (guess they don't know how much we LOVE a challenge!!) They want this almost as much as we NEED this! Please remember to vote every single day for the next 4 days, the Campaign ends on October 4th at midnight EST. If... Read more Please Adopt Our School September 30, 2014 We are in 2nd place and over 600 books given! What an accomplishment!! You people are absolutely fantastic!!! (giving me chills fantastic!) Our little town has less than 3000 people in it and our friends and families and even some people who don't even know us have been so supportive! BUT...we ha... Read more Thank You!! September 29, 2014 Thank you to everyone who has supported RMES by voting (adopting) and/or purchasing books for our school so far! We appreciate it so much. We are gaining on first place and the $10,000 prize, it is slow but sure, and we have 6 days left to DO IT! When you have time, please keep voting for us, and... Read more Fraudulent Adopts... September 28, 2014 Please Read - Regarding Fraudulent Adopts Thanks to everyone who has taken the time to adopt Rocky Mountain Elementary School!  Please note that it  has come to the attention of the Adopt a School team that some supporters are using multiple or fake email accounts for the pur... Read more Dean Chandler Principal RMES experienced a furnace fire in the spring of 2014. The resulting toxic gases and soot necessitated the removal and destruction of classrooms and library books. Our school has been taken down to metal studs and is in the process of being rebuilt. In the meantime 7 classes have been temporarily placed in the Secondary School and 3 classes are in makeshift classrooms in our local Recreation Center, a large banquet room divided into 3 classrooms by temporary walls. All schools have some books…now we have none!! Over 14,000 library books were lost and only a portion will be replaced, as well, our teachers lost ALL (1000's) of their resources, and since so many belonged to them personally, they will not be replaced. In addition, all classroom books were lost. We need your help to replace all of these resources. Attached is a photo taken of our school Library on September 16, 2014. Children: 220 Book Age (years): 10-20 Top Fundraisers These are the top fundraisers for this school. Sarah Wilm 99 Books Darla Clarke Shaw 52 Books 41 Books Jennifer Dowdell 24 Books Ronda Bil-Hooper 22 Books Brynn Thompson 22 Books Sheila Tegart 21 Books Partner Store(s) Coles Tamarack S.C. 1 Book Coles Nelson 0 Books Recent Activity Kathi Shaw Has adopted this school  3 seconds ago Tabitha Monaghan - Glen Stewart Primary, PEI Has adopted this school  1 minute ago Anonymous Has given a book through an online donation  2 minutes ago We can do this Rocky!! karin johnson Has adopted this school  3 minutes ago Shayne Hogan - Glen Stewart Primary, PEI Has adopted this school  3 minutes ago stephanie Has adopted this school  5 minutes ago Candice Klapp Has adopted this school  5 minutes ago Shelley Murphy - Glen Stewart Primary, PEI Has adopted this school  6 minutes ago Joyce Kutzner Has adopted this school  7 minutes ago Colleen Trozzo Has adopted this school  8 minutes ago View all activity Donate online » Every $12 buys a book for this school, and counts as 10 adopts towards the Adopt & Don't Stop Giveaway (maximum 10 adopts per day per person). Make a Donation +10 Adopts Adopt this School every day for FREE » This school will win an additional $10,000 in books from the Adopt & Don't Stop: 10th Anniversary $10K Giveaway by getting adopted the most times in its province. Adopt This School Today. +1 Adopt Select one of the options below to give books. Donate online » Every $12 buys a book for this school, and counts as 10 adopts towards the Adopt & Don't Stop Giveaway (maximum 10 adopts per day per person). Make a Donation +10 Adopts Adopt this School every day for FREE » This school will win an additional $10,000 in books from the Adopt & Don't Stop: 10th Anniversary $10K Giveaway by getting adopted the most times in its province. Adopt This School Today. +1 Adopt Contact Privacy Policy Terms of Use Online Safety Tips For Parents FAQs More Indigo Fundraising Programs Sign up for the Adopt a School program: store sign-up | school sign-up Log in to the Adopt a School site Connect With Facebook or Email Password Forgot Password Not a member? Sign up with email Sign Up To Adopt A School Connect with Facebook to find a school near you or sign up with email to see local schools)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141007,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/bcedplan/status/411157837143085056?screen_name=bcedplan&screen_name=bcedplan&id=411157837143085056&id=411157837143085056,BC's Education Plan on Twitter: "Critical thinking necessary for the future: 1 teacher's take on PISA & on skills vs competencies debate: http://t.co/sQOsYwdzj6" Twitter Search query Search Twitter Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Language: English Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Have an account? Sign in New to Twitter? Join Today » Sign In Phone, email or username Password Sign in Remember me Forgot password? Already using Twitter via text message? Follow Following Unfollow Blocked Unblock Pending Cancel BC's Education Plan ‏ @bcedplan Dec 12 Critical thinking necessary for the future: 1 teacher's take on PISA & on skills vs competencies debate: http://ow.ly/28Qseh  Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Retweets 3 Favorite 1 7:37 AM - 12 Dec 2013 Don’t miss any updates from BC's Education Plan © 2014 Twitter About Help Ads info Close Flag this media This has already been marked as containing sensitive content. Flag this as containing potentially illegal content. Submit Cancel Learn more about flagging media Dismiss Close Previous Next Close Go to a person's profile Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Close Retweet this to your followers? Cancel Retweet Close Are you sure you want to delete this Tweet? Cancel Delete Close Block Cancel Block Add a location to your Tweets When you tweet with a location, Twitter stores that location. You can switch location on/off before each Tweet and always have the option to delete your location history. Learn more Turn location on Not now Turn off location Close Profile summary Close Your lists Close Create a new list List name Description Under 100 characters, optional Privacy Public · Anyone can follow this list Private · Only you can access this list Save list Close Close Embed this Tweet Add this Tweet to your website by copying the code below. Learn more Hmm, there was a problem reaching the server. Try again? Include parent Tweet Include media Preview Close Sign up for Twitter Not on Twitter? Sign up, tune into the things you care about, and get updates as they happen. Have an account? Sign in » Close Two-way (sending and receiving) short codes: Country Code For customers of United States 40404 (any) Canada 21212 (any) United Kingdom 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM Haiti 40404 Digicel, Voila Ireland 51210 Vodafone, O2 India 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Indonesia 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » See SMS short codes for other countries Close Confirmation)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "October is #FosterFamilyMonth. Thank you #BC for opening your homes and hearts to more than 5,900 children and youth." @John_Yap - 11:14pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media jthornthwaite last tweet "MLA @douglas_horne thanking @colemancountry for his work w/ housing for BC @LindaReimerMLA @bcliberals http://t.co/zR6bdVGcRI" @jthornthwaite - 02:03am Follow @jthornthwaite BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141007,www.huffingtonpost.com,http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/10/07/websocket/url,Something's Gone Terribly Wrong Oh, Noes! A 404! Tweet Feel free to continue to the Huffington Post » or)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140925,treewithroots.wordpress.com,http://treewithroots.wordpress.com/,Treewithroots Blog Treewithroots Blog Magda Site Jun26 Mayne Island Skeletons reviewed: “We can ,,, taste the blackberries” Posted on June 26, 2012 by treewithroots Standard Magda’s curiosity and loyalty lead her into investigations set on her Mayne Island home.  We can smell the Gulf Island fir-scented mornings and taste the blackberries as she navigates daily life as well as the calls to adventure that stretch her courage.  I have read three Magda books with great pleasure and can’t wait for the next ones.  – Jane Thom. Share this: Email LinkedIn StumbleUpon Google Facebook Twitter Like this: Like Loading... Filed under book series, book series, Environment, kids books, Mayne Island, mystery, mystery, Preteens, Reviews, Summer, Writing and tagged adventure, Amber Harvey, BC books, Canadian books, Magda, Mayne Island, mystery, review, series, summer reading | Leave a comment Jan10 Author Interviews Posted on January 10, 2012 by treewithroots Standard If you would like to be interviewed as part of this blog, please follow the submission guidelines below. Then e-mail me at treewithroots@gmail.com with answers to the questions below. Submission Guidelines: 1) Provide a link to your book(s) 2) Provide a very brief author bio 3) Note any other links that you want included 4) The subject line of the e-mail should say “Author interview”  followed by your name and book title. These answers may be embedded in the bio: 1) Where are you from? 2) When and why did you begin writing? 3) Is there a message in your work that you want readers to grasp? 4) What books have most influenced your life? 5) Are there any life experiences that influence your storytelling? 6) What are your current projects? 7) What is the hardest part of writing? 8) What are some of the most interesting things you’ve learned while writing? 9) What do you do in your spare time? 10) How can your readers get in touch with you? I look forward to posting an interview with my fellow writers each Friday. Share this: Email LinkedIn StumbleUpon Google Facebook Twitter Like this: Like Loading... Filed under My Website, Reviews, Writing and tagged Amber Harvey, interview, Writing | Leave a comment Nov30 Its Over: I’m a NaNoWriMo Winner Posted on November 30, 2011 by treewithroots Standard I submitted my 50,001-word novel today. I started writing on November 1, with a setting and a character.  The setting was Montreal in 1967.  The character was a twenty-two -year-old woman, who becomes a private investigator. I decided two other things about her.  She would be driven by a need for Justice and she would have an overdeveloped sense of smell. With just this to start with, I dove in and wrote the first chapter.  I decided to write in the third person, but in a few places I would write in the first person.  That was when she was a woman in her sixties, writing in the present time.  I liked her right away.  She had spunk. I found myself doing research every day.  I needed to check out fashion, music, vehicles, police uniforms, Expo 67, Metro, names, geography, even firearms, and much, much more.  I learned a lot. My most challenging part was writing the felons.  I had to force myself to make them more violent and unscrupulous than I was comfortable with. I write books for pre-teens, my Magda of Mayne Island Mystery Series  http://www.treewithroots.ca/ so this novel, written for adults, was challenging for me. I’ll let some time pass before I go back and rewrite this book, I think.  Idon’t know if I’ll be interested in writing for the adult market in the future.  I’ll have to wait and see. Share this: Email LinkedIn StumbleUpon Google Facebook Twitter Like this: Like Loading... Filed under book series, book series, kids books, Mayne Island, My Website, mystery, mystery, Preteens, Writing, Writing and Publishing and tagged a writer's life, Amber Harvey, Magda, Mayne Island, NaNoWriMo, Writing | 4 Comments Oct18 Kathryn Poulin reviews Mayne Island Skeletons on MysteriesEtc Posted on October 18, 2011 by treewithroots Standard I don’t normally review children’s books however Mayne Island is very close to where I live so I knew I would find the book very interesting.  The story brings me back to my childhood when I loved reading the Enid Blyton mysteries and the wonderful adventures the children in her stories had. Harvey’s adventure starring Magda her preteen sleuth is a great book for children to read.  I love the location, Mayne Island, and I love the writing style of the author.  The children in the book are active, they are not glued to electronics.  They are inquisitive and mostly they show great character traits as they show the value of friendship. Highly recommend this great read for preteens! Share this: Email LinkedIn StumbleUpon Google Facebook Twitter Like this: Like Loading... Filed under book series, book series, kids books, Mayne Island, mystery, mystery, Preteens, Reviews, Writing, Writing and Publishing and tagged Amber Harvey, Book Review, friends, Magda, Mayne Island, Writing | 1 Comment Oct2 Skeletons on Smashwords Posted on October 2, 2011 by treewithroots Standard As of today, Mayne Island Skeletons is available on Smashwords. I would love to have you read this book and then post a review on Smashwords. Go to  http://www.smashwords.com/books/view/93378 Thank you. Share this: Email LinkedIn StumbleUpon Google Facebook Twitter Like this: Like Loading... Filed under book series, book series, kids books, Mayne Island, mystery, mystery, Preteens, Reviews, Writing and tagged Amber Harvey, Book Review, Magda, Mayne Island, Skeletons, Smashwords, Writing | Leave a comment Sep27 Magda’s Mayne Island Mystery – review by Denise Dunn Posted on September 27, 2011 by treewithroots Standard Having been honoured by my dear friend Amber Harvey’s request that I preview and critique her first novel for children, Magda’s Mayne Island Mystery, I read it together with my ten-year-old grandaughter.  We had fun in Magda’s island world watching the fictional yet believable characters deal with both life’s easy and tougher challenges. This island setting is familar to my grandaughter and I. We recognised the charm of the place in Amber’s quietly inserted descriptions.   Like all good stories, the tale is universal – something like blaming others solves no conflict, look to your own feelings and needs.  Again, it’s quietly inserted, no moralising, no shoulds or ought to’s. Alas that first granddaughter became a teenager and was already into vampire stories when Amber’s second book in the series Mayne Island Aliens was published.  I enjoyed it on my own.  Now my second granddaughter is coming up to the age for Magda so I have an excellent excuse to read them again!  Happily there will be three mysteries to enjoy with the publication of Mayne Island Skeletons.  I look forward to hours of reading with my grandaughter snuggled beside me.  But I might just sneak a read first when I get my hands on a copy of Skeletons because I can never let a good story sit on the shelf. PS Like a good elder I read one of those vampire stories, just to check ‘em out and have to admit I might well have been attracted at thirteen! Denise Dunn full-time grand-mother, social activist and retired teacher-librarian Share this: Email LinkedIn StumbleUpon Google Facebook Twitter Like this: Like Loading... Filed under book series, book series, kids books, Mayne Island, mystery, mystery, Preteens, Writing, Writing and Publishing and tagged Amber Harvey, Book Review, friendships, grandchildren, grandparents, Magda, Mayne Island, relationships, Writing | 4 Comments Sep17 Review for Amber Harvey for “Skeletons” Posted on September 17, 2011 by treewithroots Standard Amber Harvey’s third book in her Magda series is well-paced and well-written, and a charm to read. Although Ms. Harvey retains a flavour particular to Mayne Island, where she lives, this story could occur in any small community. Ms. Harvey’s love for, and knowledge of, children is apparent in all her books and she has a firm handle on her young characters who, although they display typical childish traits, are also shown to have compassion and caring for their peers. In all, Skeletons, is another delightful story from Amber Harvey, and I look forward to the next chapter in her characters’ lives. Celia Leaman Author of Mary’s Child http://www.devonshirebabe.com September 16, 2011 Share this: Email LinkedIn StumbleUpon Google Facebook Twitter Like this: Like Loading... Filed under book series, book series, Creativity, kids books, Mayne Island, mystery, mystery, Writing, Writing and Publishing and tagged Amber Harvey, Book Review, friendships, Magda, Mayne Island, Writing | Leave a comment Sep16 Why Reading Fiction is Good For Us Posted on September 16, 2011 by treewithroots Standard “If you read fiction, what you get good at understanding is what goes on between people.” Brain scans, experiments and studies indicate that we really get better at understanding people and their interactions if we read fiction.  And if we talk about what we’ve read, perhaps with a friend or more formally in book groups, our understanding increases.  So don’t think of reading and talking about novels as simply a wonderful way for us to pass the time.  Think of it also as educational, a study in human psychology.   http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/arts/books/why-fiction-is-good-for-you/article2159339/singlepage/#articlecontent Share this: Email LinkedIn StumbleUpon Google Facebook Twitter Like this: Like Loading... Filed under Book Clubs, book series, life, world view, writing groups and tagged Book Review, communication, relationships | Leave a comment Sep13 In 2011, Grandparents Day fell on September 11th Posted on September 13, 2011 by treewithroots Standard If your grandchildren didn’t acknowledge you on that day, it’s probably because other things of greater importance were happening, like the commemoration of the events that occurred ten years ago. However, if you are fortunate enough to have grandchildren, remember that they are growing up faster than you are growing old, and enjoy every moment that you can with them.  You’ll live on in their memories long after your body is used up.  Make the memories significant.  Give them the best of who you are.  It’s really the only legacy worth leaving. Share this: Email LinkedIn StumbleUpon Google Facebook Twitter Like this: Like Loading... Filed under death, ethics, life, world view and tagged family, grandchildren, grandparents, grandparents day, life, relationships, spirituality | 1 Comment Sep7 Nancy Drew Goes To Mayne Island – Book Review by Sonja de Wit Posted on September 7, 2011 by treewithroots Standard Nancy Drew Goes To Mayne Island  — Sonja de Wit When I was a kid, the Nancy Drew books were the page-turners every girl read. It’s been many, many years since I read those books, but I still remember her well, though you may want to judge whether I remember her accurately. Nancy had no mother but a tall, handsome father, who never criticized or told her what to do. She had a dashing roadster. I wasn’t totally sure what a roadster was, obviously some kind of car. She wore dressy, perfect clothes we would have died for, and she had two somewhat silly guys hanging around at her beck and call. She did exactly what she wanted to do, and all grownups, including bad guys and police officers took her completely seriously. Amber Harvey’s Magda books are page-turners, too. They have the same fast pace, cliff-hanger chapters, and improbable coincidences as well as the complete plot wraps, that I seem to remember were part of the Nancy Drew formula, which, face it, has been an indubitable success. Magda, though, is a completely different girl. Although she is brave and adventurous, she is human enough to sometimes feel the need to remind herself of this. She has a mother who works, and who does not indulge her every whim. She has a bicycle, rather than a roadster, and although her clothes are not described in detail, I’d be willing to bet that some may have been bought second hand. Where Nancy boldly called herself the girl detective (if I remember right), Magda happens on her adventures in the style of many contemporary adult detectives, just by being in the right (or wrong) place at the right time, and not backing off. Her friends are also grounded in real places and times, with (or without – one boy is under threat of going into foster care) real parents, who behave like grown-ups. They worry, provide advice, misunderstand, but also come through with help and support. Amber Harvey has chosen Mayne Island, which she knows well, as the setting for her youthful heroine, and provides many interesting and telling details of this somewhat old-fashioned (people don’t lock their doors) Gulf Island. If I were a ten to fourteen year-old today, urban or rural, you’d find me curled up with Magda and her adventures, envying her just a little, for her freedom to roam her safe, rural, lovely island. Share this: Email LinkedIn StumbleUpon Google Facebook Twitter Like this: Like Loading... Filed under book series, book series, kids books, Mayne Island, mystery, mystery, Preteens, Writing and tagged Amber Harvey, Book Review, Magda, Mayne Island, mystery, Nancy Drew, preten | Leave a comment Sep5 Book Review of Mayne Island Skeletons Posted on September 5, 2011 by treewithroots Standard Review by Lorraine Langford The adventures of Magda Sommers continue in the third mystery in Amber Harvey’s exciting series. This time Magda and her friends discover a derelict house they believe to be haunted by the ghosts of the Parker family, rumoured to have been murdered many years ago. No bodies – or skeletons! – have been discovered, and the only suspect has disappeared. Magda, a curious, courageous – and stubborn – preteen is determined to solve the mystery despite her mother Jessie’s warning to stay away from the crumbling house. There is another conflict facing Magda as she tries her best to do the right thing. Her strong-willed friend Brent, a seriously neglected child in danger of being sent to a foster home or worse, to juvenile detention, is suspected of stealing valuable First Nation artefacts. The police want to interrogate him, but he has vanished. During a conversation with her – and Brent’s – friends, Magda realizes that they do not share her intense loyalty to Brent and have their doubts about his innocence; she is alone in her determination to prove he isn’t a criminal. Brent contacts Magda and she hides food and supplies to help him survive until she can clear him. Later, she fights a dangerous storm to get back home after failing to find him in the “Whispering Forest.” Other people in Magda’s life include her employer, farmer Polly Prudholme. She is a stern, taciturn woman who never encourages or praises Magda, a diligent farmhand who loves working with Polly’s animals, and Hortense Warwick, an ill-tempered busybody who knows about other skeletons – the ones in people’s closets – but doesn’t give Magda anything useful about the missing Parker family or who might have killed them. More helpful in Magda’s investigation is Sport, a neighbour’s dog left in her care. Magda suspects that the great-aunt of her best friend Shauna holds information that would help in her investigation and she travels with Jessie to Victoria to question her. During her investigation to find the real burglars, Magda overhears a conversation that provides information that leads to the conclusion of her case and keeps Brent from leaving Mayne Island and the people who care for him. The author blends an imaginative and entertaining story with real-life issues and authentic dialogue. Children and their parents will be anxious to see what happens next with chapter headings such as “Fall into Danger” and “Bone Digger”. Magda is well on her way to becoming an accomplished investigator of Mayne Island mysteries. Readers will be intrigued by her boldness and intelligence and look forward to her next adventure. Magda’s curiosity and fierce sense of justice are bound to make more trouble for her. LL Share this: Email LinkedIn StumbleUpon Google Facebook Twitter Like this: Like Loading... Filed under book series, book series, kids books, Mayne Island, mystery, mystery, Preteens, Writing and tagged Amber Harvey, Book Review, friends, Magda, Mayne Island, Writing | Leave a comment Sep1 Book Review: Mayne Island Skeletons by Amber Harvey, reviewed by Lael Whitehead Posted on September 1, 2011 by treewithroots Standard Amber Harvey’s latest book for children, Mayne Island Skeletons, is a gripping tale that will have the whole family on the edge of their seats. It has all the ingredients of high adventure – ghost sightings, criminals, run-aways and unsolved murders from long ago – all of which keep us turning the pages. But Mayne Island Skeletons is also a story about the importance of friendship. The tale’s young heroine stands by her friend even when others believe him to be guilty. In the end her kindness, loyalty and courage save the day. The story takes place on peaceful, rural Mayne Island, home to little more than a thousand residents. Magda, a plucky, adventurous preteen, has a summer job on a local farm, but in her spare time she is an eager sleuth. One of her closest friends is a boy named Brent, whose troubled mother is increasingly unable to care for him. Together the two children have discovered an abandoned old house with a mysterious past. Is the house haunted by the ghosts of a family murdered long ago? Magda, Brent and their friends have fun teasing some of their younger neighbours with tales of ghost sightings at the haunted house. But their fun and games come to a sudden stop when Brent is accused of stealing art treasures from an elderly island resident. Afraid of being arrested and sent to foster care, Brent goes into hiding. Magda then has two mysteries to solve: the ancient mystery of the haunted house and the very present problem of how to prove her friend innocent and keep him from being sent away from the island. Without giving away the plot, let me just say that, with help from Sport, her neighbour’s, friendly black dog, Magda eventually solves the mystery of the haunted house. She also discovers the true criminals responsible for the theft of the art treasures and brings them to justice. Brent’s suffering comes to an end. He finds a permanent, safe and happy home on the island. Mayne Island Skeletons is a highly readable story that will appeal to preteens and that families will enjoy reading aloud. Harvey’s writing is clear and engaging, her characters sympathetic and real and her setting evocative. Magda is a very likable and memorable heroine, one that today’s children will relate to. Magda  struggles, as we all do at times, between obeying the rules and following her curiosity. In the end, her instincts guide her true. I look forward to hearing about her further adventures! (Re-posted) Share this: Email LinkedIn StumbleUpon Google Facebook Twitter Like this: Like Loading... Filed under book series, kids books, Mayne Island, mystery, Preteens, Writing and tagged Amber Harvey, Book Review, friends, Magda, Mayne Island, Writing | Leave a comment Jul20 Mayne Island Skeletons, by Amber Harvey: A Review by Lael Whitehead Posted on July 20, 2011 by treewithroots Standard Amber Harvey’s latest book for children, Mayne Island Skeletons, is a gripping tale that will have the whole family on the edge of their seats. It has all the ingredients of high adventure – ghost sightings, criminals, run-aways and unsolved murders from long ago – all of which keep us turning the pages. But Mayne Island Skeletons is also a story about the importance of friendship. The tale’s young heroine stands by her friend even when others believe him to be guilty. In the end her kindness, loyalty and courage save the day. The story takes place on peaceful, rural Mayne Island, home to little more than a thousand residents. Magda, a plucky, adventurous preteen, has a summer job on a local farm, but in her spare time she is an eager sleuth. One of her closest friends is a boy named Brent, whose troubled mother is increasingly unable to care for him. Together the two children have discovered an abandoned old house with a mysterious past. Is the house haunted by the ghosts of a family murdered long ago? Magda, Brent and their friends have fun teasing some of their younger neighbours with tales of ghost sightings at the haunted house. But their fun and games come to a sudden stop when Brent is accused of stealing art treasures from an elderly island resident. Afraid of being arrested and sent to foster care, Brent goes into hiding. Magda then has two mysteries to solve: the ancient mystery of the haunted house and the very present problem of how to prove her friend innocent and keep him from being sent away from the island. Without giving away the plot, let me just say that, with help from Sport, her neighbour’s, friendly black dog, Magda eventually solves the mystery of the haunted house. She also discovers the true criminals responsible for the theft of the art treasures and brings them to justice. Brent’s suffering comes to an end. He finds a permanent, safe and happy home on the island. Mayne Island Skeletons is a highly readable story that will appeal to preteens and that families will enjoy reading aloud. Harvey’s writing is clear and engaging, her characters sympathetic and real and her setting evocative. Magda is a very likable and memorable heroine, one that today’s children will relate to. Magda  struggles, as we all do at times, between obeying the rules and following her curiosity. In the end, her instincts guide her true. I look forward to hearing about her further adventures! Share this: Email LinkedIn StumbleUpon Google Facebook Twitter Like this: Like Loading... Filed under book series, kids books, Mayne Island, mystery, Preteens and tagged Amber Harvey, Book Review, Magda, Mayne Island | Leave a comment Jul9 Interview with Amber Harvey by Bill Maylone in July 2011 MayneLiner Magazine published by Alea Design & Print Posted on July 9, 2011 by treewithroots Standard It is a very strange feeling to read about oneself.  As it brings others into my life story, I find it distances me from myself.   I wonder if everyone feels this way when they read about themselves, or if I’m just different.  Let me know what your experience has been I’d really love to know.  Amber Harvey TCAC The MayneLiner, July 2011 Art on Mayne  By Bill Maylone Amber Harvey’s third book in her series of mystery novels for young readers has just been published. Set locally once again, “Mayne Island Skeletons” follows the continuing adventures — and growing up — of her young protagonist, Magda Sommers.” Besidesbeing fun reads, Amber’s first two novels in the series dealt with the challenges of maturing. “Magda’s Mayne Island Mystery” investigated the feelings that result from the death of a loved one. The second book, “Mayne Island Aliens”, deals with the consequences of rejection. “Skeletons” is again about internal struggles, concentrating on the issues involved in keeping~ secrets. Kids often protect their peers by not revealing trouble they may be in or when they do something dangerous. In the story, Magda must deal with the aftermath of a friend who ends up getting hurt, and who would have avoided injury if Magda had revealed a secret. Developing stories is a two-part process for Amber. First, she works out much of the “internal landscape” Magda’s internal struggles as she grapples with ethical and moral questions such as trust and betrayal or  compliance with adult demands and independent decision-making. In developing a story, Amber considers what she experienced as a young person and how she viewed the world and responded to it at that time. The plot – the external situation that allows her characters to express their internal struggles, comes later. Amber enjoys the process of looking for real-world situations and events that allow the internal landscapes to play themselves out. The real world in her stories is also full of the kind of unique fun, adventure and friendship that growing up on a small island offers. It’s an environment that also offers safety.  “Kids possess a real sense of freedom, and I try to capture that in Magda’s exploits. She’s a tomboy, and she really engages with the world around her. She likes to have fun.” Writing is also a lot of fun for Amber. She finds the process of weaving the internal and external together to be an interesting one. “Sometimes the stories write themselves. When I’m working on a story, I’ve got a kind of “perception screen” that alerts me to situations or environments that may be useful in constructing the story. A lot of incubation happens too — somewhere deep in my mind, a part of it is still working on the story even though I’m not consciously thinking about it.” As with many local artists, Mayne Island provides a lot of the inspiration for her novels. She uses familiar local settings: the ferry terminal, Miners Bay or a particular store or business, but she also uses island locations in a more ambiguous way.  “I don’t always specifically ID a particular existing clearing or trail, because I want kids reading the story to make some of the places their own. I’ll write about Magda going down to “the beach”, for example, so that it becomes for the reader, the beach they want it to be. It’s important to give the reader lots of room to put themselves in the story.” Before she and her husband, retired to Mayne Island six years ago; she had done some writing, but retirement – and a beautiful environment – gave her the time and inspiration to write novels. Previously, she had written a few articles that were published in Parents Magazine or Teachers Magazine. Those articles grew out of her experience as a teacher and counsellor in both conventional and non-conventional school settings. “My first teaching job was in Montreal in 1966. I walked into a multilingual classroom of forty students. It was so regimented; it was like working in a strict military camp. The kids were allowed little creative freedom, and they could still be strapped if they broke the rules.  I said to myself, ‘I can’t be part of this anymore!”, and I walked out.” She had earned a reputation by then as a promoter of unconventional teaching techniques, and she was subsequently offered a position in an unstructured school. There, she was able to relate to students in a way that could transmit her sense of wonder, community and spirituality. “By “spirituality”, she explains, I don’t mean religion. It’s something bigger than that. It’s about seeing how beautiful the world is, how important it is to have friends and family, to behave ethically and to cherish life.” Her novels express that belief, using the fun and the challenging situations of growing up as a framework. However, she has one regret. “It takes me two years to write a Magda story, but I only age her one year in each book. I’ve become really fond of her, and I don’t really want her to grow up. I’ll miss her.” Share this: Email LinkedIn StumbleUpon Google Facebook Twitter Like this: Like Loading... Filed under book series, Creativity, kids books, life, Mayne Island, mystery, world view, Writing and tagged Amber Harvey, Creativity, interview, Magda, Mayne Island, MayneLiner, spirituality, Writing | Leave a comment Jul4 My First Ever Interview Posted on July 4, 2011 by treewithroots Standard Okay, it wasn’t the New York Times, but here on Mayne Island and interview in the MayneLiner Magazine is a very big deal.  The editor, Bill Maylone, asked me if he could talk to me about my creative process when writing my Magda series of books with the intention of publishing the interview in the July MayneLiner.  I agreed, but with trepidation because I had no idea what he would ask me or what I would say.  I really had never thought about how I wrote; I just wrote.  The interview revealed to me a few things about my creative process, and these were that my own experiences have a great influence on what I write about and that my professional background in teaching and counselling influences how I approach my characters. Bill Maylone was able to engage me in conversation about long-ago decisions and experiences that I was only vaguely aware of.  I was quite surprised when I read the article for approval, that he had focused on parts of my life I had mentioned in passing but when examined I realized were influential in creating my mystery stories of Magda and her friends on Mayne Island, their adventures, their friendships, their goals, their inner struggles, and their values. If you would like to read the complete interview, it’s in the July issue of the MayneLiner Magazine. Share this: Email LinkedIn StumbleUpon Google Facebook Twitter Like this: Like Loading... Filed under book series, book series, Creativity, ethics, kids books, life, Mayne Island, mystery, mystery, Uncategorized, Writing and tagged Amber Harvey, Creativity, interview, Magda, Mayne Island, MayneLiner, philosophy, Writing | 4 Comments Jun6 Bloody Words – Crime Writers of Canada Conference Posted on June 6, 2011 by treewithroots Standard I learned so much I had to leave a day early!!!  Seriously! Friday, started with a fact explosion when Robert Landori’s gave us detailed information about Terrorism and Money Laundering, so we’d get it straight when writing about them. I knew there was going to be a feast of information to digest.  Then we spent an hour with William Deverell, introduced by Adrian Chamberlain.  Mr. Deverell, famous author and winner of many prestigious awards including the prestigious Dashiell Hammett Award for Literary Excellence in North American Crime Writing, described his writing day.  I think a lot of us lesser writers could relate to the way he eases into it, from puttering around (not his words; mine) to editing earlier work, to writing “in a white heat” (his words) till past dinner time.  His talk filled me with a new determination to work harder at my craft. Always proud of being from Mayne island, I usually let new acquaintances know it right away.  I was surprised when a fellow writer told me her great-great grandfather once owned Mayne Island.  Captain George Richards of the Royal Navy was surveying that area and generously named the island after his lieutenant, Richard Charles Mayne, her ancestor. After registration, I was asked if  I wanted to join the Crime Writers of Canada.  When I learned that there would be competitions and prizes, I decided that I would.  Perhaps the added incentive of a prize would spur me on to greater writing. Our reception was just delightful.  The writers I met were all friendly and very interested in what I wrote, just as I was very interested in their work. They felt like colleagues.  Some were much farther along in their careers, with many books safely completed, while others were there to see if they might be able to turn a synopsis into a book. As a Volunteer, I sat in the room with the two agents, and made sure that each writer who had signed up for an interview had their fifteen minutes with an agent.  There were some who came well-prepared with writing samples, reports on blogs and web pages, and reviews.  Others were just exploring the idea of writing a book. That evening, we stayed for a radio play from the 1940′s, read by mystery writers and directed by Michael Slade.  The name, “Shock Theatre” was very appropriate, since I found myself nervous about stepping on rats in my friend’s pristine basement guest room when going to be there, as a result of listening to the shocking play, complete with sound effects.  I could almost hear the “squeak, squeak” of the rats, produced by the sound effects man squeezing a plastic frog, as I was falling asleep! The next morning we experienced “Read Dating.”  Instead of meeting a potential date pitching himself, we met authors pitching their book or books for three minutes.  I learned that in three minutes you can describe the setting, the lead character, the conflict, and some of the interesting details, with enough time left for a question or two.  And there are several new books on my “must read” list now. On workshop was a panel discussion with two publishers, a published author and a self-published author.  They discussed the touchy subjects of electronic books, self-publishing, traditional publishing, and combinations of all three.  I believe that, although different viewpoints were expressed, that all agreed that good-quality books in whatever format, at a reasonable cost to the buyer and a reasonable payment to the authors was the goal they all wanted to meet.  They also dealt with the subject of  promotion and all agreed that publishers can not do as much as formerly.  Social media play a large and important role in marketing books regardless of the medium.   All possibilities are under consideration by Canadian publishers and authors.  Publishing in Canada is alive and well. Another panel discussed the trends in crime writing.  The message I took away from that session was that by the time a trend is noted, it’s already too late to jump in and write a book about it.  Perhaps we’ll write the book that sets a new trend, one of the panelists suggested. Side-kicks, villains, or other minor characters, can sometimes steal the show, in life and in novels.  Some authors write back stories about all their characters, so that if they  decide to make them a lead character in another or just have them appear in it, they will know them.  Some authors kill off their over-written characters or put them in a coma.  At times it’s necessary to edit your book and have fewer or smaller scenes for these characters.  If someone is writing a series, not a stand-alone book, it”s important to remember that your readers may not have read earlier books.  Introduce  your minor characters so that the new reader will get a clear picture of who they are and be able to remember them later on. Another panel was especially good for those of us writing series.  It addressed keeping the long arc fresh, book after book.  This can be accomplished by placing your character in new, interesting settings and by introducing new challenges.  Some authors write two series, and alternate between the two. some leave several years between each book in the series.  Some series cover a brief period, with the main character remaining the same age.  Others have the main character age. Around lunch time of our second day, I began to realize that if I was going to process all I had learned, and put it to use in my writing, I would have to stop.  I had reached my limit.  Fortunately, my traveling companion and I both agreed to leave early. Beautiful Mayne Island, so green, so clean, enveloped us in her arms as we drove off the Queen of Cumberland Ferry.  We were glad to be home again. Share this: Email LinkedIn StumbleUpon Google Facebook Twitter Like this: Like Loading... Filed under book series, book series, Creativity, Editing, life, Mayne Island, My Website, mystery, mystery, self-publishing, Writing, Writing and Publishing and tagged Amber Harvey, Creativity, Magda, Mayne Island, publishing, Writing | 4 Comments Feb28 Books for older kids Posted on February 28, 2010 by treewithroots Standard I keep trying to describe the process to other writers and readers, and the closest I’ve been able to come is to say that sometimes I feel as though I am the kids in the story as I write, and sometimes that they are talking through me.  At the same time,  I’m maintaining the adult role of writer, moving the plot forward. My friends Terrill and Leanne have suggested I write a blog in Magda’s voice.  She’s the heroine of my two books, Magda’s Mayne Island Mystery and Mayne Island Aliens .  I would let the readers know it was really me writing as Magda. Kathy congratulated me on publishing my books. Shared Wisdom Question: Should I blog as Magda? Share this: Email LinkedIn StumbleUpon Google Facebook Twitter Like this: Like Loading... Filed under Creativity, kids books, Mayne Island, self-publishing, Uncategorized, Writing, Writing and Publishing | 1 Comment Jan13 Pearls Posted on January 13, 2009 by treewithroots Standard I love the luminosity, the colours, the brilliance, the spherical shape, but most of all, the magic in their formation. But I was just reminded yesterday that an oyster has to die in order to collect them.  I had never thought about it before. I’d always imagined people opening an oyster to eat it and joyfully finding a pearl inside.  This didn’t worry me even though I’m a vegetarian.  Many  people eat meat and animals die in the process.  But this is different.  I guess I’m naive, but to kill oysters in order to find a pearl doesn’t seem right to me. I’ve always known about pearl divers, and thought there was a kind of romance in diving into the ocean to find an oyster containing a pearl.  But I guess I blocked out the mass slaughter of oysters for their pearls because I love pearls so much. Most pearls are now made by oysters that are raised in captivity.  Their lives consist of building a pearl from the nacre in their shell and then of being killed so that we humans can wear ornaments. This morning I watched Hilary Clinton addressing the US Senate.  She was wearing a gorgeous strand of multi-coloured pearls.  I hope they were artificial. Share this: Email LinkedIn StumbleUpon Google Facebook Twitter Like this: Like Loading... Filed under Uncategorized | Leave a comment Jun5 An Unfair Fight for a Fair Deal Posted on June 5, 2014 by treewithroots Standard An Unfair Fight for a Fair Deal. Share this: Email LinkedIn StumbleUpon Google Facebook Twitter Like this: Like Loading... Filed under Uncategorized | Leave a comment Oct16 Debra Purdy Kong’s Review of Mayne Island Skeletons Posted on October 16, 2013 by treewithroots Standard Debra Purdy Kong’s Review of Mayne Island Skeletons. Share this: Email LinkedIn StumbleUpon Google Facebook Twitter Like this: Like Loading... Filed under book series, book series, kids books, Mayne Island, My Website, mystery, mystery, Preteens, Reviews, skeletons, Writing, Writing and Publishing, Young Detective Books and tagged books, review, Skeletons | Leave a comment Oct14 Mayne Island Skeletons Book Review by Crystal Favel Posted on October 14, 2013 by treewithroots Standard Mayne Island Skeletons Book Review by Crystal Favel. Share this: Email LinkedIn StumbleUpon Google Facebook Twitter Like this: Like Loading... Filed under book series, book series, Creativity, kids books, Mayne Island, mystery, mystery, Preteens, Reviews, Young Detective Books | Leave a comment Jul31 Beta Reader Posted on July 31, 2013 by treewithroots Standard Beta Reader. Share this: Email LinkedIn StumbleUpon Google Facebook Twitter Like this: Like Loading... Filed under book series, book series, Editing, kids books, Mayne Island, mystery, mystery, Preteens, Sci Fi, Writing, Writing and Publishing, Young Detective Books | Leave a comment Jun19 Writing a Eulogy Posted on June 19, 2013 by treewithroots Standard Writing a Eulogy. Share this: Email LinkedIn StumbleUpon Google Facebook Twitter Like this: Like Loading... Filed under death, eulogy, public speaking, Writing | Leave a comment Dec27 What Was That Name? Posted on December 27, 2012 by treewithroots Standard           Decades ago, before I had the frosty white hair I now use as an excuse for my forgetfulness, I was embarrassed constantly by forgetting people’s names.            One autumn week-end I was attending a workshop for women, one of those weekend retreats we used to hold in the eighties, where people re-enacted painful events of their younger years and went through a catharsis to cure them of their traumas.            Well, while standing in my bathrobe and slippers, brushing my teeth in the common bathroom, I started a conversation with one of the participants.  I told her my name and she told me hers, and then I said, “I hope I won’t forget it.”            “It’s easy to remember,” she said, rinsing off her toothbrush. “Just think of Woody Allen.”           “I will,” I promised.            The rest of the weekend passed in the way we all expected it to; with lots of screaming, crying, hugging, and finally a closing ritual to bring us all back to our usual calm demeanours, so we could once more go out and face the world.           A few weeks later, I was walking along a busy street in Victoria with a friend from work and I saw my new acquaintance on the other side of the street.  Proud that I remembered her face AND her name, I waved and shouted, “Hi, Woody!”           She waved back.           My friend, who was acquainted with her, said, “That’s funny.  I thought her name was Ellen.”           “Oh, no,” I replied.  “Her name is Woody.  I met her at a retreat and I’m positive that’s her name.”           My friend shrugged and I didn’t think of it again.           A year or more passed and once again I ran into her, this time at a potluck.           “Hi, Woody,” I said, grabbing a plate and getting in line right behind her.  “How are you?”           She looked at me and said, very gently, “I don’t use that name any more.”           “You don’t?”  I asked, now a little worried because I didn’t know how I was going to unlearn the old name and remember the new one.           “What name do you use now?”  I enquired cautiously.           “Ellen,” she replied.           I suddenly remembered that community bathroom and her suggestion that I remember her name, Ellen, by thinking of Woody Allen.  I was mortified.  I must have blushed the colour of the pickled beets on the table.           “Ellen,” I repeated.  “I’ll just think of Woody Allen.” Share this: Email LinkedIn StumbleUpon Google Facebook Twitter Like this: Like Loading... Filed under Uncategorized and tagged forgetting, names, remembering | 1 Comment Dec3 Saying good-bye – the burial of the placentas Posted on December 3, 2012 by treewithroots Standard Saying good-bye – the burial of the placentas. Share this: Email LinkedIn StumbleUpon Google Facebook Twitter Like this: Like Loading... Filed under Uncategorized | Leave a comment Post navigation ← Older posts Blogroll Amber's Playground Website Amber's Blog Authors Den Colleen Wadsworth Geegoe Reader Jaiya – Island musical group but so much more Kathy knitting and writing Leanneism Magda\’s Blog Mayne Mayne Island Portal Miners Bay Books my email my website Robyn Allan Robyn Allan – truth about Enbridge Susan Corbin Terrill womenetcetera WordPress.com WordPress.org Blog at WordPress.com. | The Matala Theme. Treewithroots Blog Create a free website or blog at WordPress.com. The Matala Theme. Follow Follow “Treewithroots Blog” Get every new post delivered to your Inbox. Powered by WordPress.com Send to Email Address Your Name Your Email Address Cancel Post was not sent - check your email addresses! Email check failed, please try again Sorry, your blog cannot share posts by email. %d bloggers like this: Add your thoughts here... (optional) Post to Cancel)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141007,r7---sn-o097znl7.googlevideo.com,http://r7---sn-o097znl7.googlevideo.com/videoplayback?fexp=907257%2C916941%2C924622%2C927622%2C930666%2C931503%2C931983%2C932404%2C934030%2C941456%2C946008%2C946509%2C947209%2C952302%2C953801%2C955102&itag=43&signature=98FEAAFF803253B38067DF35DC12CAEBD7B0E88F.56029B62E19730D8C3FC944609F0E4052AC7A1D5&sparams=id%2Cinitcwndbps%2Cip%2Cipbits%2Citag%2Cmime%2Cmm%2Cms%2Cmv%2Cratebypass%2Csource%2Cupn%2Cexpire&ratebypass=yes&ipbits=0&key=yt5&upn=Q6ROGexuNFU&sver=3&expire=1412740774&mv=m&mt=1412719039&ms=au&id=o-AHp6doE-e7akbJo-hWAaeDS8XT-qBPwML6lItDuLhJXG&mm=31&source=youtube&initcwndbps=5227500&mime=video%2Fwebm&ip=207.241.226.81,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications.aspx?id=5984,BCTF > Selected areas of work, BCTF Research Department  	BCTF Publications  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Publications > BCTF Research Selected Areas of Work, BCTF Research Department Larry Kuehn, Director of Research and Technology Larry Kuehn has particular interests in education policy, technology, and social issues. His responsibilities include the BCTF International Solidarity Program. He has taught English in Kitimat, Kettle Valley, and Kamloops, and was president of the BCTF, 1981-84. Larry is the co-author of the book, Pandora’s Box: Free trade, corporate power, and Canadian education. He has written extensively on issues related to education and globalization, and trade agreements, and on the social impact of information technology in education. He has a Doctor of Education degree from UBC. overall management of research priorities education technology distributed learning information policy issues privatization and commercialization of education BCTF International Solidarity program social justice issues  education funding policy and strategy globalization and education Charlie Naylor, Senior Researcher – professional issues in teaching and qualitative data Charlie Naylor has an undergraduate degree from the University of London (UK), a post-graduate teaching diploma from the University of Sheffield, an MA (Education) in Curriculum and Instruction from SFU, and a PhD from UBC. He has taught at the high-school level in Sheffield, England, in programs for unemployed youth in Melbourne, Australia, and at UBC. Since joining the Federation’s staff in 1992, Charlie’s research has focused on analyzing a wide range of issues including ESL, Special Education, teacher/action research, literacy, health and safety issues, and education policy. He supports local teacher associations’ research projects and facilitates teacher research groups. teacher inquiry 21st century learning survey research teacher leadership professional issues in teaching and schools teacher union research mentoring inclusion research design professional development research multiliteracies supporting locals’ research projects Margaret White, Senior Research Analyst – education funding and data analysis Margaret White is an experienced researcher in the fields of health, education, and labour research. Early in her career she worked with community-based organizations to conduct primary and secondary research and develop labour education curriculum on women’s employment issues. She has several years' experience in health research conducting population-based studies, clinical trials, and qualitative research in the fields of integrative healthcare and work and illness. Margaret also volunteered for several years doing research and advocacy to improve conditions for students in Vancouver’s inner city schools. She has a Master’s of Industrial Relations degree (U of T), specializing in labour market policy and collective bargaining. Education funding Education statistics/working and learning conditions Poverty and education Economic policy analysis Research design (quantitative and qualitative) Teacher salaries   Anne Field, Research and International Program Assistant Anne Field has an undergraduate degree in English and French, and experience with a Vancouver book publisher. She edits and co-ordinates production and distribution of reports written by department staff both on paper and online, through electronic mailing lists and the BCTF’s website. As well as working in many different stages on surveys, databases, and research projects with Charlie, Margaret, and Larry, Anne answers information requests about BCTF research. Jolanta Vaitekonyte, Research and International Program Assistant  Jolanta's biography is under development. She provides administrative support to members of the Research and Technology Division. Together, Anne and Jolanta's work includes: bctf-research electronic mailing list copy editing and proofreading research, production, and distribution of research projects surveys and databases administrative tasks related to organizing meetings/think tanks International Solidarity Program inquiries about BCTF research  Last updated December 2013  About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "October is #FosterFamilyMonth. Thank you #BC for opening your homes and hearts to more than 5,900 children and youth." @John_Yap - 11:14pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=24173,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > October 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 2, October 2011   Twitter feed fuels nasty news over Terry Fox Run 2011  By Nancy Knickerbocker   September 15: The day began with a call from the CKNW newsroom. “We’re getting word that as part of the job action, teachers won’t participate in the Terry Fox run.” “Really? Where are you hearing this?” “It’s all over Twitter,” said the reporter, citing the following tweet from @macleankay: “BCTF now refusing to raise $ for Terry Fox Run. Still ‘all about the kids,’ of course, just not the ones with cancer.” Wow, cheap shot! One that was immediately retweeted by @Jeff_Melland and @BCMusings. “Terry Fox run latest casualty in BC teachers’ dispute” was the headline on CKNW’s website and Twitter feed. Soon Global TV, with its 100,000 nightly viewers, was on the phone wanting to know just what was up with the teachers’ strike and the run. BCTF President Susan Lambert responded to Global and numerous other media, talking about how teachers have always been the backbone of the run, teaching generations of children about Terry Fox’s heroic life and legacy, and providing countless hours of volunteer time outside of class participating in the annual runs. This summer, she explained, the BCTF had been in contact with the BC and Yukon director for the Terry Fox Foundation, to ensure job action would not impact the 2011 run. The Foundation sent a letter to all the schools that signed up, clarifying that teachers would still be organizing the runs, but it would be up to parents or administrators to collect the cash. Meanwhile, in damage control mode, @BCTF tweeted and retweeted the real story: “Rubbish! Fox Found’n & BCTF agreed on full participation by teachers & schools. Admin have to collect the $.” “Again, NOT true. BC teachers are organising runs in agreement w/ Terry Fox Sun that admin or parents collect $.” Still, that nasty little tweet was clearly intended to spark a news story that would hurt the BCTF. So where did this come from? It turned out the source was none other than the BC Liberal caucus communications department! Kay Maclean, the initial tweeter, is a communications officer for the BC Liberal caucus. Jeff Melland and Thomas Marshall (aka BCMusings) both followed up with swift re-tweets, and both are also communications officers for the BC Liberal caucus. Geoff Sharpe, president of the BC Young Liberals, also chimed in with an ungrammatical reminder that folks “definitely need to remember that teachers doesnt equal BCTF. I know many who cannot stand the org[anization].” Once the source of the story was known, a call from Susan Lambert to Education Minister George Abbott’s office quickly resulted in apologetic tweets from the unethical hacks: “Mea culpa: happy to hear from BCTF indeed helping w/ Terry Fox Run. Sorry for any offence. TF’s legacy transcends political divides,” they said. Yes, Terry Fox’s legacy does indeed transcend political divides. So why did BC Liberal caucus communicators think it would be acceptable to play politics with the very people who put so much heart into teaching about Terry Fox and who raise over 60% of the funds in BC? The apology was accepted, but everyone knew the damage had already been done.   Nancy Knickerbocker, BCTF media relations officer   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11134,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2002 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 14, Number 5, March 2002 Campbell put on notice about college censure The Canadian Association of University Teachers wrote to Premier Gordon Campbell in the wake of advising B.C. college presidents and board chairs of the possibility of censure should they use legislation to impose larger classes on faculty and students. In its letter to Premier Campbell, the CAUT described Bill 28, the Public Education Flexibility and Choice Act, as a "pernicious attack on faculty, on the quality of education in the college system, and on the long-term relationship between faculty and college administrations." Maureen Shaw, president of the 7,000 member College Institute Educators’ Association of B.C., whose members’ work will be affected, said that Premier Campbell has been put on notice that not only does Bill 28 have the potential to sour working relations for years, it also can irreparably damage the quality of education offered by B.C.’s colleges and institutes. "CAUT’s consideration of censure is just one of the many potential negative impacts this contract-gutting legislation could have on our institutions," said Shaw. "As both CIEA and the CAUT have told government, there will be intense competition across Canada and North America to find faculty to replace colleagues who have retired. Institutions that use this legislation and disrespect negotiated contracts may find it very difficult to compete in the job market." On Monday, January 27, 2002, the CAUT wrote to BC college, university college, institute and agency presidents warning about the possibility of censure. Censure is a warning to faculty not to take positions at an institution, and discourages participation in any events or conferences hosted by the institution. For more information, contact Roseanne Moran, CIEA Communications Representative or Maureen Shaw, President at 604-873-8988 or 604-788-4564. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9180&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 19, Number 1, September 2006 Pension seminars 2006–07 Venues are still to be confirmed in specified locations. Members who register for a particular seminar will receive an e-mail confirming specific time and location. Contact information for registration and more information about the TPP Member Seminars is:  Telephone : 250-356-2466, or toll-free at 1-877-558-5574. Fax: 250-953-0436 E-mail: TPPseminars@pensionsbc.ca Web site: www.tpp.pensionsbc.ca Richmond October 12 6 p.m.–9 p.m. TBA Richmond October 14 9 a.m.–12:00 p.m. TBA Victoria October 26 6 p.m.–9 p.m. UVic (Michele Pujol Room) Victoria October 28 9 a.m.–12:00 p.m. UVic (Michele Pujol Room) Delta October 26 6 p.m.–9 p.m. TBA Delta October 28 9 a.m.–12:00 p.m. TBA Kamloops November 18 9 a.m.–12:00 p.m. Executive Inn Abbotsford November 25 9 a.m.–12:00 p.m. Abbotsford District Teachers’ Association Coquitlam January 11 6 p.m.–9 p.m. TBA Coquitlam January 13 9 a.m.–12:00 p.m. TBA Surrey January 25 6 p.m.–9 p.m. Kwantlen University College Surrey January 27 9 a.m.–12:00 p.m. Kwantlen University College Nanaimo February 10 9 a.m.–12:00 p.m. Coast Bastion Inn Vancouver February 15 6 p.m.–9 p.m. Best Western Chateau Granville Vancouver February 17 9 a.m.–12:00 p.m. Best Western Chateau Granville Prince George March 1 6 p.m.–9 p.m. Days Inn Prince George March 3 9 a.m.–12:00 p.m. Days Inn Williams Lake March 10 9 a.m.–12:00 p.m. Overlander Kelowna March 31 9 a.m.–12:00 p.m. UBC Okanagan Conferences & Accommodations Terrace April 14 9 a.m.–12:00 p.m. Best Western Terrace Inn Campbell River April 21 9 a.m.–12:00 p.m. TBA Burnaby April 26 6 p.m.–9 p.m. BCIT Burnaby Burnaby April 28 9 a.m.–12:00 p.m. BCIT Burnaby Cranbrook May 5 9 a.m.–12:00 p.m. College of the Rockies North Vancouver May 10 6 p.m.–9 p.m. TBA North Vancouver May 12 9 a.m.–12:00 p.m. TBA)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9968,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 4, March 2003 Politics in the classroom by Verena Foxx Grade 4 students at David Livingstone Elementary School, in Vancouver, are making democratic decisions that affect the daily operation of their classroom. On the first Tuesday of every month, at 2:20 p.m. sharp, the students stop their regular curricular activities and begin important student-led meetings. In support of their social studies curriculum, the students closely followed the Vancouver civic election. The entire class learned the name of their city’s new mayor. They know which political parties were in the running, and they are able to identify several of the newly elected councillors, school trustees, and park commissioners. During the community civic election, the class simultaneously ran their own campaigns, complete with posters, ballots, and correct voting practices. All 28 students in the class now hold elected positions. They have one mayor, one deputy mayor, 10 councillors, nine trustees, and seven commissioners. Job descriptions and decision-making powers of the various groups were collaboratively discussed. The teacher and students together decided that the students could make decisions about certain aspects of their classroom’s management. Classroom jobs. Beverages on desks? Coats in cloakroom or on chairs? Computer rules? Classroom furniture? Desk-assignment intervals? The nine-year-old class mayor and one representative from each of the other groups was given a micro-session on chairing meetings: set an agenda, elect a secretary to record the decisions made, keep speakers in order, and vote to make decisions. Mayor Bryan Hong runs class council meetings like a pro. Using a PAC gavel to call the 10 councillors to order, he follows the agenda, which has been previously set in consultation with the teacher. A secretary records the decisions made at the 30-minute meetings, and results are reported to the class before 3 p.m. the day of the meeting. Hong devised his own way of voting without influence. Councillors must place their heads face down on the table and vote with their right arms high in the air. This mayor allows no peeking. Decisions made by the councillors to date include: No pop bottles on desks; water bottles only. Pop cans have been mandated to the cloakroom only. Desk assignments to be changed on a monthly basis. Teacher has input on desk assignments. Computer rules–tracking sheet on who uses class computer and for how long. Carpet or no carpet in the classroom? Decision to remove the common area carpet and replace it with a long table for games, art, assignments, etc. Trustees and commissioners hold meetings concurrently with the councillors. Their agendas focus on monthly classroom job rotations. The trustees’ jobs include posting overdue library notices, compiling home reading lists for assemblies, reporting lost/stolen items, and discussing minor classroom purchases. The commissioners’ duties include emptying the recycling bin, watering the class plant, handing out Scholastic order forms, and finding something special in the playground for the class vase. After several months of classroom meetings, the class decided to visit City Hall to view the council chambers and to meet some real politicians. To their delight, the mayor’s office promised a five-minute welcome that turned into a lively 30-minute exchange between the classroom decision makers and the mayor of Vancouver. Larry Campbell answered questions about his work, invited the class mayor to sit in his chair, signed 28 autographs, and enjoyed a photo session. His deputy mayor, Jim Green, was in on the fun, inviting students to try out the councillors’ comfortable chairs. Mayor Campbell thanked the attentive students for visiting his place of work and told them he would like to be invited to their school to see where they work. Following that unique experience, Livingstone’s Grade 4 students are now more serious than ever about their monthly meetings. They are learning to define issues that are important in their classroom community. They are beginning to engage in discussions with their peers and to find resolutions in a democratic way. They can present several perspectives on an issue. Not only are social studies and personal planning IRP criteria being met, but, more important, the students are proud of their classroom input. They own their decisions. No pop cans will spill on desks any more. Ever. Verena Foxx teaches at David Livingstone Elementary School, Vancouver. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=25047&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 4, January/February 2012   Looking back  By Chris Bocking   70 years ago Why have compulsory membership? A vigorous provincial Association does a great many things which benefit not only its members but all the teachers within the province. For the non-member as well as the member, the Association fights in defence of salaries, negotiates pension schemes, improves conditions of employment and tenure, and obtains redress of all sorts of grievances. All this may amount in twenty years to a marked transformation of the teacher’s lot, or (as in the past twelve years) it may prevent the utter collapse of the teacher’s livelihood under the stress of economic depression. – January 1942, The BC Teacher  50 years ago In this age of tremendous scientific advancement there are those who question the inclusion of Latin in the modern curriculum. Some say it is the language of a dead race and does not deserve consideration; others hint that this tongue no longer has anything to offer in the variegated world of hydrogen bombs, rockets, and sports cars. The classicist maintains that Latin is not the language of a dead race merely; it is a civilization rich and complete, the treasure-house of some of the world’s finest literature; the repository of the mental thrift and tradition of the greatest minds in Universal Biography. – January 1962, The BC Teacher  30 years ago Have you had a frank discussion lately with your class about cheating? If you had, you might be shocked at the amount of moral ignorance that abounds in our society. You might have found, for instance, that many, if not most, students do not know what the Golden Rule is. And if they do know the Golden Rule, it is almost certain they do not grasp its relevance and its scope. Morality is the last great undeveloped human discipline. I’m convinced that moral education can and will help to eliminate this confusion of goals, and that it should be at the top of the list of the teaching profession’s priorities, not one of those things we mean to do someday when we get around to it. – Jan./Feb. 1982, The BC Teacher  10 years ago Whatever happens, there’s no doubt that 2002 is going to be an historic year in the history of public education in British Columbia. As the new school term begins and Phase II of job action gets under way, thousands of teachers continue working to help achieve a negotiated collective agreement. However, after months of talks, the BC Public School Employers’ Association persists in its demands for concessions that would seriously erode the quality of education, and has not budged an inch on salary or any other important issues. Premier Gordon Campbell, Education Minister Christy Clark, and Finance Minister Gary Collins have all mused aloud in the media about imposing a legislated contract. – Jan./Feb. 2002, Teacher newsmagazine  Compiled by Chris Bocking, Keating Elementary School, Saanich  )
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(20141006,globalnews.ca,http://globalnews.ca/tag/bc-teachers-strike/JSON.parse,BC Teachers Strike | News, Videos & Articles Your Region: National BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg On TV: Global National Sections National National sections Locals Local sections Watch Watch sections Search Canada Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released Sections Health Money Consumer Tech Entertainment Environment Science Lifestyle Sports Featured Canada World Politics Investigations Canada Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released Your Region National Change BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Health Money Consumer Tech Entertainment Environment Science Lifestyle Sports Jump to a Region National BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Man trying to reach Bermuda in inflatable bubble rescued by Coast Guard Schedule NowGlobal National 7:00pmEntertainment Tonight More Programs Global National The West Block 16x9 The Morning Show More Personalities Dawna Friesen Carolyn Jarvis Liza Fromer Tom Clark More News Major snowfall covers N. Manitoba Entertainment ‘Gone Girl’ wins weekend box office News Journalist with Ebola arrives at US hospital Canada Quebecor sells off Sun newspaper chain News Crowdfunded bus debuts in Toronto Entertainment Depardieu reveals past as escort, thief Canada MPs debate motion for airstrikes in Iraq Sports NBA extends television deals for 9 years Trending Maple Syrup Heist Hong Kong protests Iraq crisis Luka Magnotta Ebola outbreak enterovirus D68 Ukraine Retail Wars http://globalnews.ca/tag/bc-teachers-strike/"> News Live blog Daycare Options Wages Class Size What is E80? Class Composition Video Latest BC Teachers Strike Videos 02:08 News Hour BC Inner city teacher turns to crowdfunding for needy kids 01:59 News Hour BC Back to school, three weeks late 01:27 News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Will the school year be extended? 02:39 Noon News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: What can kids expect? 02:19 News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Results of the vote tonight 05:03 Noon News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Teachers voting today 04:12 News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Big questions remain 10:13 BC 1 BC teachers dispute: Union leader Jim Sinclair weighs in on deal 03:10 Noon News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: BCTF urged to vote yes 03:11 News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Deal details 01:44 News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Deal reaction 01:44 News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Back to school shopping 01:57 News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Finally, a tentative deal 06:59 BC 1 BC teachers dispute: Is it a good deal? 05:21 BC 1 BC teachers deal: Is the new deal affordable? 06:34 BC 1 BC teachers dispute: What will the school year look like? 15:57 News Hour BC Press conference: BCTF president Jim Iker on tentative deal 02:11 Global National BC teachers strike: Tentative deal reached, school may start Monday 15:20 News Hour BC Press conference: Premier Christy Clark and Peter Fassbender on tentative deal 06:31 BC 1 BC teachers dispute: Press conference review Latest BC Teachers Strike News Global News October 5, 2014 10:07 pm Coquitlam teachers fighting over pay Lori Leonard thought the protests were behind her, but the Coquitlam teacher is dusting off her picket sign once again. Continue reading → BC 1 September 27, 2014 2:02 pm Cheques for school strike money to be mailed in late October Cheques for the $40 a day promised to parents of children aged 12 and under during the education dispute will be mailed out in late October. Continue reading →   What is this? Branded content is written by or on behalf of our sponsor and not by Global News' editorial staff. If you'd like to learn more... What is this ? X What is this? Branded content is written by or on behalf of our sponsor and not by Global News' editorial staff. If you'd like to learn more... More stories below Global News September 24, 2014 1:34 am Children at Silverdale Elementary return to class in middle of construction site Students at Silverdale Elementary, a small school in Mission, have started off their year on a construction site. Continue reading → BC 1 September 22, 2014 7:50 pm Elementary school teacher sets up crowdfunding page for classroom supplies For teachers, going back to school also comes at a cost. Continue reading → BC 1 September 22, 2014 8:10 am BC teachers’ strike: Will the school year be extended? Public school students will be back in classrooms across B.C. on Monday amid lingering questions about how the education dispute will affect the school year. Continue reading → BC 1 September 20, 2014 1:36 pm B.C. students getting ready to go back to school on Monday Shoppers are expected to be out in droves this weekend across B.C., stocking up on school supplies. Continue reading →   What is this? Branded content is written by or on behalf of our sponsor and not by Global News' editorial staff. If you'd like to learn more... What is this ? X What is this? Branded content is written by or on behalf of our sponsor and not by Global News' editorial staff. If you'd like to learn more... BC 1 September 17, 2014 7:23 pm B.C. teachers ponder tentative deal ahead of vote The initial euphoria of getting a negotiated deal in the bitter B.C. teachers’ strike has worn off and now more than 40,000 union members are tallying their wins and losses before voting on the contract. Continue reading → BC 1 September 17, 2014 2:00 pm Questions about Pro-D Days in B.C. as tentative deal reached in dispute But for school districts that have Pro-D Days scheduled for Monday, many are wondering if those will be rescheduled or cancelled so the kids and teachers can get back in the classroom as soon as possible. Continue reading → More stories below BC 1 September 17, 2014 8:30 am Teachers to vote on tentative deal on Thursday: the details Here is what is known about the tentative six-year deal between the BCTF and government that teachers will vote on this Thursday Continue reading → Global News September 16, 2014 10:49 pm Full text of communication to teachers from the BCTF Read the full text of the e-mail that the BCTF sent to B.C. teachers today after the announcement of a tentative deal. Continue reading → Load More Popular Now Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released 20224 How does Ebola spread? 5 things you need to know 18659 Accused Madeleine McCann Twitter troll found dead 9985 Ebola: 5 reasons why an outbreak is highly unlikely in Canada 7298 UPDATE: What’s the best, cheapest Canadian cellphone plan out there? 5891 Featured Content Canada Ebola: 5 reasons why an outbreak is highly unlikely in Canada What are the chances of an Ebola outbreak taking off in Canada? It isn’t likely, according to experts. And here are a number of reasons why. Continue reading → Environment Are we in the midst of a mass extinction? There have been 5 mass extinctions — the loss of 75 per cent or more of the world’s species — in Earth’s history. Scientists now believe that we are at the early stages of the sixth. Continue reading → Health Lab-grown penises may soon be ‘ready for testing’ on humans Researchers in North Carolina say penises grown in laboratories could “soon be ready for human testing,” offering hope for men who have had traumatic injuries or penile cancer. Continue reading → Canada Meet Rachel Parent — the teen fighting for GMO labelling in Canada Rachel Parent is a 15-year-old activist. Her goal: mandatory labelling in Canada of all genetically modified organisms, or GMOs that are found as ingredients in food. Continue reading → Canada Abandoned puppies on the mend Twenty hungry, cold and flea-infested puppies found in a Saskatchewan field are now being nursed back to health at Battleford’s Humane Society. Continue reading → Science Everything you need to know about Wednesday’s lunar eclipse On Oct. 8, Canada will be treated to its second lunar eclipse of the year. Find out what you can expect. Continue reading → Canada Can homegrown food win the climate change war? Wondering what’s the single most effective way to combat climate change? Plant a garden. Continue reading → Canada 16×9: An investigation into illegal lumber Timber thieves are stealing wood from the Russian Far East, processing it in China and then shipping it to North America, a 16×9 investigation has found. Continue reading → Highlights Hounds of Parliament: As commuting cyclist and budget watchdog, Frechette must make his presence known Frechette draws a line distinguishing his personality as a cyclist and as the parliamentary budget officer. But surely there’s a parallel between the assertive man he is on a bike and in the role of PBO? Continue reading → Email alerts Sign up for FREE daily Globalnews.ca newsletters and breaking news alerts Email Address National Daily News National Breaking News By clicking on the submit button, I have read, understood and agreed to our privacy policy Twitter Follow globalnews 20 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews USA Swimming suspends #MichaelPhelps for 6 months glbn.ca/ClLU9 pic.twitter.com/nqC3dQ3NhL 20 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews Hillary Clinton: military action against ISIS “critical” and “essential” globalnews.ca/news/1600343/w… #cdnpoli 32 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews Boy left in car during church choir practice dies glbn.ca/ClKBB Jump to a Region BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Connect Facebook Twitter Google+ RSS Contact Us Global News About Us Privacy Policy Principles & Practices Terms & Conditions Copyright Shaw Media Advertise Open Data © Shaw Media Inc., 2014. All rights reserved. Follow Follow “Global News” Get every new post delivered to your Inbox. Join 3,820 other followers Powered by WordPress.com Shaw Connect Expand News Entertainment Entertainment Home Celebs Movies TV Music Living Lifestyle Food Home & Living Sports Money Tech Travel Breaktime Autos Watch TV Online All Sites Global Global News Food Network HGTV History Television Showcase Slice DTOUR ET Canada National Geographic Movietime Lifetime H2 DIY Action NG Wild Mystery IFC BBC Deja Vu Twist)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9984,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 4, March 2003 Black days for educators by Marvel Rogers As 45,000 teachers in British Columbia begin a new term, their worlds in our schools have been turned upside down by a government that legislates, demands, and demoralizes us. The tactics of the government and their informers have been to: strip our contract, which was negotiated using democratic procedures and a legal framework. insult, humiliate, and demoralize staff (principals and senior management included). disgrace staff in the eyes of their colleagues, clients, and students. threaten and humiliate school trustees. (Conform or be replaced—fired!) Historically governments consulted educators at all levels, embraced their ideas, and chose pathways based on solid research to drive best practice in education. Our government has lost its way. It would rather spend $6 billion on the Olympics and give itself up to 45% salary increases than invest in our educational system. In February 2002, pollsters McIntyre and Mussel found that only 11.6% of respondents believed that educational changes would improve the quality of education in this province. So why has the wrecking ball been taken to our profession? History has proven that no plan can work without the involvement and respect of the stakeholders. Today, every functioning organization believes in inclusion; yet this government storms on, excluding and demoralizing stakeholders. Its process of rushed reform is more like an ambush, which has led to disruption and confusion. In stark contrast to B.C.’s black days in education, the Saskatchewan minister of education speaks about celebrating excellence, reinforcing shared desires of teachers, administrators, and government to provide every student with high-quality learning opportunities so that students can be successful in education and in life. How refreshing it is to know that some government officials who do have a north star, a focus, to embrace quality education and to commend the stakeholders—the ones to make the process function. World Teachers’ Day is celebrated in a number of ways around the globe. Does our government know that this is a concept? Canada Post honours teachers with a World Teachers’ Day stamp. It pays tribute to teachers, who, with passion and dedication, shape the minds of tomorrow. Here in B.C., our minister has the worst relationship with the teachers of this province of any minister of education in the past 40 years. This minister misleads all of us, including the taxpayers of our province, with her constant refrain, "We increased the overall educational budget by $20 million, even though her statement on CKNW radio (Rafe Mair show, September 3, 2002) was, "Really this funding is to cover increased MSP costs." She drones about increased funding when our province has a $200 million funding shortfall. This is a crippling withdrawal of funds, rendering our system dysfunctional on many fronts. This blackness though, will not last forever. Parents are beginning to sound off, too. At the beginning of the last century, Tagore, a Nobel poet, wrote, "Faith is the bird that feels the light and sings when the dawn is still dark." Dedicated teachers are Tagore’s bird. Marvel Rogers teaches at James Hill Elementary School, Langley, and is chair of the district’s professional development committee. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=22396&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 23, Number 5, March 2011   Still playing salary catch-up By John Wadge   Teacher salaries in BC continue to lag behind most other provinces. In Vancouver, the city with the highest cost of living in Canada, we are $12,651 behind our colleagues in Toronto (5 max.). In fact, we have lost ground in the last four years. In 2007, we (secondary teachers) were a mere $9,621 behind Toronto. Closer to home, the situation is even worse. At 5 max., we are $16,591 behind our colleagues in Calgary and $16,860 behind teachers in Edmonton. To add insult to injury, teachers in elementary schools in Toronto get 220 (increasing in 2012 to 240) minutes of prep time per week. Secondary teachers get 25% prep and non-instructional time. The October 2010 Bargaining Conference set as a salary objective parity with teachers in Alberta and Ontario. As of September 2011, Toronto secondary teachers at 5 max. will earn $89,614. We would need a 21% increase effective July 1, 2011 to catch up—and then fair increases each subsequent year. To catch up to Edmonton, with 5 max. at $95,135 effective September, 2011, we would need a 28% increase effective July 1, 2011. Teachers need and deserve to be paid fairly and in keeping with their colleagues in the rest of Canada. We have been subjected to government wage freezes and legislated settle­ments for over a decade. We cannot allow the decline in our salaries to continue. Below is a comparison of salaries across Canada. Keep in mind that an average house price in Vancouver is $670,000. In Winnipeg, it’s about a third of that, or $226,000. Salary comparisons across Canada   Category Vancouver Edmonton Winnipeg Toronto Elem. Toronto Sec. Newfound- land 5 min. $45,909 $58,819 $50,259 $49,261 $50,231 $49,198 5 max. $74,353 $91,213 $76,385 $85,322 $87,004 $63,458 6 min. $50,488 $62,422 $56,329 $52,750 $53,790 $74,619 6 max. $81,489 $94,814 $85,338 $90,173 $91,949 $84,415 Source: BCTF Field Service Division John Wadge, BCTF Field Service Division  )
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7794&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 1, September 2004 BCTF public campaign launched The 2004 BCTF Annual General Meeting decided to commit $2 million to a public campaign to ensure that public education is a vote-determining issue in the May 2005 election. Focus-group testing and polling conducted since January 2004 confirms that the public is aware and concerned about the direction of public education under the B.C. Liberals. The public identified its concerns as fewer teachers, larger classes, loss of specialist teachers such as librarians and counsellors, and less support for students with special needs. There were also concerns about the impact of school closures on communities and students who are now required to spend more time on busses. Parents and members of the public are very supportive of teachers and expect teachers to keep them informed about the state of our schools. For more information on public opinion please see "Good news for B.C.’s teachers," page 3 of this issue. The first public phase of the campaign will be launched September 27 with billboards around the province. The message is: 2,500 fewer teachers, 113 schools closed Our students. Your kids. Worth speaking out for. Members of the public in focus groups appreciated the factual information and were surprised at the loss of 2,500 teachers and the closure of 113 schools.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=23819,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 1, September 2011   Creating locally developed curriculum Urban First Nations 12: Expressing your truth  By Wendy Hawkin   One of the consistent findings in education is that Aboriginal kids frequent alternate programs; in fact, across BC, over half (52%) of the students in this type of program have First Nations ancestry (December 2010). Here in Coquitlam district that figure is currently 21%. There is much hypothesizing as to the reasons why, but I’ll leave that to the experts. What I’d like to talk about is what we created at our alternate secondary school to connect First Nations culture to urban kids. Most of the students at CABE need credits to complete their Dogwood, so early on we decided to make whatever we did, something they could receive credit for. Also, we wanted to provide a Grade 12 course, as it is more difficult to offer senior electives in an alternate environment where the student population is in flux. This led us to locally developed curriculum. Being situated within the tri-cities and close to Vancouver, our students are a diverse group. Though we reside on Coast Salish territory, many of our Aboriginal students do not know their ancestry or their stories are patchy. As adolescents they are bombarded with urban culture and lack traditional role models. Given all of this, we decided to create a course for urban Aboriginal youth. Myself, and Aboriginal resource teacher Kirk Gummow, created the course with the support of our district staff development co-ordinator. Weaving traditional teachings with urban experiences, we based our learning outcomes on the Medicine Wheel and called it Urban First Nations 12: Expressing Your Truth. Our main objective was for the student to explore/reflect and gain knowledge of self through intellectual engagement with text (mind), physical expression (body), spiritual understanding and expression (spirit), and emotional reflection and expression (emotion). We simplified the learning outcomes to these few: Students will be able to… read, evaluate, and discuss a contemporary novel written by a First Nations author. discuss the concept of identity and difference as it relates to the text and to self. personally respond to the text; articulate ways in which they do or do not relate to characters, themes, or experiences in the story. share personal thoughts and experiences through discussion and journaling that go beyond the text with respect to the conflict between identity and culture. engage in traditional Aboriginal and/or urban contemporary forms of physical pursuits. learn and practice relaxation and stress management through physical activity. create or perform a work of art, inspired by an Aboriginal experience, that expresses the student’s own ideas, thoughts, or feelings through a personal contemporary urban lens. explain how art reflects identity. create and deliver an oral presentation that reveals knowledge of contemporary First Nations issues and modes of artistic expression such as music videos, film, text, or spoken word. comprehend how understanding and practice of Medicine Wheel teachings can lead to a healthy lifestyle. We offered experiences such as mask-making, writing hip-hop, cedar paddle-making, carving, painting, and canoeing. We kept the assignments to a minimum, and provided lots of choice and adaptations. Using the current model of project-based learning, the student became the object of their project. These were the assignments: Learning Log: mode of choice (reveals personal engagement with learning outcomes) Visual Art (show and tell about the process) Representation of Personal Journey Through Movement (show and tell about the process) Oral Presentation (based on a film or music video of choice. Students must have engaged with this work during the course). On reflection, we would, of course, change many things as teachers do. We had hoped to make the course self-paced, but realized that the students needed weekly meetings with us—connections are so important, as is the oral component. The one thing we would not change is to offer Sherman Alexie’s True Diary of a Part-Time Indian—everyone loves that book and can find something in it to relate to. Our department gifted this book to the students. We started with about 12 interested students and ended four months later by passing three of them. The great thing here was that two of those three students used our course to graduate. Here are their comments: “This course makes the week more bearable. I love the hands on activities and the art of the course. I love that we get to read and write in journals and when we’re all together I feel like (on a good day) we’re connected like a family.” “This course taught me appreciation of my culture. It’s about taking pride in who I am—what we stand for. We get into new things you might have a talent for…like Curtis Clearsky. I learned a new way of writing—to write as fast as my thoughts can think. And, carving gave me something to be proud of at the end of the day.” Pride, self-esteem, understanding, and honouring our self and where we come from…isn’t that what it’s really all about?  Wendy Hawkin is the Aboriginal education co-ordinator for Coquitlam School District.  More information on Aboriginal resources is available at her blog: http://hawkin-readsandrambles.blogspot.com    Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7720,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 1, January/February 2004 Readers write Teachers and the public need the truth The origin of ProD days was not mentioned in the article "The case of the vanishing professional day" in the October 2004 issue of Teacher. I think we should have much more and continuing publicity about the fact that teachers "paid" for ProD days when they were started in the 1970s. Minutes were added to the school day to make up for the five days that teachers "took off." The idea of ProD days was for teachers to have time for meetings, workshops, training, etc. that was not available in the regular working day. Teachers were to plan these days for themselves as they saw fit. It was not for the government, the principal, the school board, or anyone else to plan them. I think too many people, including teachers, do not know the purpose of ProD days. I hear parents, grandparents, and even non-teaching friends saying that there are too many holiday ProD days that they are paying for and that it is time that these days be taken away from teachers. It is time the public and teachers knew the truth! Do not let the government tell you what to do on these days! We have one of the best public school systems in the world. It’s time for teachers to be encouraged—not demoralized—by constant negative criticism. Yes, there are areas for improvement as there are in any job, but encouragement is more likely to get results than the teacher-bashing that has been going on. Lois Millington Vancouver, retired Achievement article not respectful of AOs I think David Denyer’s article "It’s all about achievement" (Teacher, Nov./Dec. 2004) is not respectful of principals, district, and ministry staff. They are not error free, but I have found them to be working long hours to do their best for teachers and children in spite of receiving little appreciation from others. To suggest that the activities involved in "It’s all about achievement," and other efforts by these educational leaders, are "a top down paternalistic model of continuous surveillance" does not match my own experience in Burnaby and observations of their opinions or actions throughout the province. As well, I see no serious evidence that they are working to make "schools (become) work camps and children simply compliant human capital to be equipped with marketing skills" as he suggests. I would suggest that David Denyer might turn down the rhetoric, and thoughtfully consider ways to provide helpful information and opinion that can engage others in real dialogue for the benefit of children and teachers. Ray Myrtle Burnaby Teacher trustees: Thanks for trying I would like to take this opportunity to thank trustees Annie McKitrick and Patricia Wittaker for their passionate advocacy on behalf of Richmond students and teachers, and particularly for the motion they attempted to move through the October 18 school board meeting, calling on our elected trustees to write a letter to Minister of Education Tom Christensen and identify the effects of his ministry’s drastic underfunding of our public education system here in Richmond. Unfortunately, trustees Linda McPhail, Sandra Bourque, Debbie Toblotney, and Andy Hobbs did not see the need to address this crucial issue with the minister, and defeated the heartfelt motion, citing the fact that we should not be looking to outside sources to solve our problems in Richmond, but attempting to address our difficulties internally through structural changes. Well, I would like to dispel both the arguments of those trustees who believe we can solve the problems of our ailing classrooms and declining staff morale with a few internal shifts, and those in the education community who think professional development is going to give me the tools I need to meet the diverse and ever-growing needs of my ever-growing classes. I love being a teacher, and I believe I’ve been given a privilege and sacred trust to ensure that the students who spend one of their very precious years in my classroom are able to blossom and develop to their full potential in my care. What our public schools need is not better teachers with better tricks up their sleeves. We already have one of the best educated and committed teaching populations in the world! What our public education system must have to function as it should is full-funding, adequate resources, and for the more than 2,500 bodies that have been removed from B.C. schools—such as teacher-librarians, ESL and resource specialists, teaching assistants, and a multitude of classroom teachers (increasing class size to unmanageable numbers) to be returned. This is not something the Richmond School Board is able to fix internally. This crisis in B.C. schools was created by our provincial Liberal government and their drastic underfunding. And only by the reversal of these situations will B.C. classrooms truly begin to meet the needs of B.C. students, and staff morale in schools begin to improve. We can only hope that, like Vancouver trustees, the Richmond School Board will realize their limitations, and put pressure in the only place it can truly make a difference—at the feet of the provincial government. It is their duty! Tina Anderson Richmond Joining RTA pays off In your September issue of Teacher, Owen Corcoran wrote a rather vigorous letter about the new college fees. Those of us not teaching would be relinquishing our permanent certificates unless $37.50 found its way to the college treasury. The newly elected council, sworn in on October 1, 2004, listened to our brief and moved quickly to eliminate that fee for teachers in receipt of a pension and not practising. To those of the teaching fraternity who left the classroom this past year and joined the B.C. Retired Teachers’ Association for the princely sum of $35 in annual dues, your wisdom paid off, and you most assuredly got your money’s worth. We will continue to keep your interests at heart, work on your behalf, and hope that you will encourage all of your colleagues to follow your example and join us. Sheila Gair President BCRTA Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=17124&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2008 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 3, November 2008  Waking up to the obvious By David Denyer It couldn’t have come at a more apt time. The Organization for Economic Co-Operation and Development (OECD), an international body not known for radical left-wing leanings, has just released the results of a major three-year study into what it politely calls inequality trends. The conclusion: “the economic growth of recent decades has benefitted the rich more than the poor.” Some key points in the study Growing Unequal: Wages have been improving for those people who were already well paid. Employment rates have been dropping among less-educated people. There are more single-adult and single-family households. Since 1980, poverty among the elderly has fallen in OECD countries. By contrast, poverty among young adults and families with children has increased. On average, one child out of every eight living in an OECD country in 2005 was living in poverty. The report is particularly critical of Canada where these trends have been more marked and governments, both federal and provincial, have done little, if anything, to alleviate the problem. In the last 10 years, the report notes, the rich in Canada, who are “particularly rich,” have been getting richer leaving both middle and poorer income classes behind. Income inequality is linked to changes in the age and structure of Canadian households but also more importantly to the fact that Canada spends less on cash benefits, such as unemployment benefits and family benefits, than most OECD countries and their effect on inequality has been declining. Over the past 10 years, poverty (meaning people who live on less than half median incomes) has increased for all age groups, by around two to three percentage points to an overall rate of 12%. The poverty rate of older people is 6%, however 15% of children are living in poverty. Not surprisingly, incomes are more equally distributed and fewer people are poor where social spending is high: the Nordic countries and Western European countries, such as Austria, Belgium, and the Netherlands. The proportion of working-age people in poverty in these countries is between 5% and 8% as opposed to 12% to 15% in North America. It comes down to countries having the poverty rate they are prepared to pay for. In his address at the press conference for this report, OECD Secretary-General Angel Gurria was unequivocal: “A big worry is that children have been among the big losers. Children are now 25% more likely to be poor than the population as a whole. Child poverty is one of the most destructive and dramatic results of inequality. It will permanently scar a generation, preventing it from ever reaching its full potential.” Set these findings and remarks for a moment in the context of the recent federal election and what can be expected in the upcoming provincial election next May. How will continued tax cuts work to alleviate poverty and create a more equitable society? What will be the impact of continued cuts to social services? The OECD recognizes that education is an important contributor to fostering economic prosperity. How can we reach ever higher levels of attainment (which the minister claims is of primary importance) if the province continues to fund education, in real terms, at ever lower levels and teachers are not able to provide the help and conditions necessary to adequately support all children including those having to contend with the crippling effects of systemic poverty? Gurria added the following warning: “Growing inequality is divisive. It polarizes societies, it divides regions within countries, and it carves up the world between rich and poor. Greater income inequality stifles upward mobility between generations. Ignoring increasing inequality is not an option.” David Denyer is an assistant director of the BCTF Communications and Campaigns Division and editor of the Teacher newsmagazine.)
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(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=31764,BCTF News Releases  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources   For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development News Release Archives 2014  2013  2012    2011 2010  2009  2008 2007  2006  Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2014 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  January 27, 2014 Generation of BC students short-changed by government  VANCOUVER – Marking the 12th anniversary of Bill 28, the unconstitutional legislation that stripped teachers’ collective agreements, BCTF President Jim Iker said the result is that a generation of students in BC have been short-changed. “Children who were in Kindergarten in 2002 when government illegally stripped class-size and class-composition language from our collective agreements are now in Grade 12,” said Iker. “The result is those students, an entire generation of BC kids, have spent their whole K–12 education in larger classes with less one-on-one-time and less support from specialist teachers like counsellors and special education teachers.” Iker explained that stripping teachers’ working conditions from collective agreements actually enabled the government to underfund education, which has led to the deterioration of students’ learning conditions. “It is because of the support of parents and the hard work of teachers, who are doing more with less, that BC’s public education system is still as strong as it is,” said Iker. “But more and more teachers are telling me that further cutbacks, or even the status quo, are unsustainable.” Due to the government’s illegal actions in 2002 and subsequent underfunding, BC has fallen behind the rest of Canada in support for public education.  BC is last on seven key measures of education funding in Canada. BC is second worst in terms of per-student funding at $1,000 less than the national average. Only PEI is doing worse. BC has the country’s worst student-educator ratio. That means there are more students per educator than anywhere else in Canada. There are over 16,000 classes, 25% of BC’s total, with four or more children with special needs in them. That is a staggering 70% since 2006. It means all kids are getting less one-on-one time with their teachers. And, it means kids who need extra help aren’t getting it. BC has lost 1,400 specialist teachers since 2002 even as the need for their services has gone up significantly. Close to 700 special education teachers, over 100 counsellors, and 300 teacher-librarians have all been cut from the system. “After 12 years, with 2002’s Kindergarten class now graduating, it’s time to recognize that government has not lived up to British Columbians’ expectations,” said Iker. “It’s unacceptable that BC is the second worst in Canada on per-student funding and has the worst student-educator ratio. It’s time to end the cuts and begin to bring BC’s education funding up to at least the national average. That will give teachers and students the resources they need to make our public education system even better.”   Background For more on Bill 28, the 2011 court ruling that found it to be unconstitutional, and the BCTF’s further action to seek a remedy, read http://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=30560. Madame Justice Griffin of the BC Supreme Court is expected to release her judgment at some point this spring.  For more on education funding in BC, read http://www.bctf.ca/IssuesInEducation.aspx?id=29502  -  30  - For more information, contact Rich Overgaard, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell). Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "#FunFriday Fact: #BC has the highest small business employment in Canada. October is Small Business Month! Check out: http://t.co/20bcLmlvFP" @bcliberals - 03:55pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8094&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 7, May/June 2005 New teachers’ experiences What was your funniest experience in your first year of teaching? Vanessa Chapman, Central Okanagan After a rather "wild" afternoon doing art with my Grade 2/3 French immersion class, I decided for the next art class to listen to music so the students could paint and sing and keep focussed. It was going wonderfully–most were working happily on their projects and weren’t jumping up and distracting others–until... "La Bamba!" For those who are familiar with Charlotte Diamond, you would know she sings a fun rendition of the song. One of the quieter boys in the class hopped up and started "doing the groove," and every time I turned around three more people were dancing! There was no point corralling everyone and chasing them back to their seats, so we turned up the music and took a moment to boogie together as a class! Karen Higginbotham, Victoria I am an ESL teacher in a K—5 school. My last name is Higginbotham. While supporting the language arts program in a K/1 classroom, I had an eager Kindergarten student call out "Miss Chickenblossom, help!" I chuckled inside and thought what a great risk to take. I did not correct the child and am now known as Miss Chickenblossom to a lovely group of children in an exciting K/1 classroom. Sarah Baxter, Revelstoke The funniest experience in my practicum was working with students on tableaux and skits for "Everyone talked loudly in Chinatown," by Anne Jew.)
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(20141006,globalnews.ca,http://globalnews.ca/news/1575945/update-whats-the-best-cheapest-canadian-cellphone-plan-out-there/?utm_source=Other&utm_medium=MostPopular&utm_campaign=2014,UPDATE: What’s the best, cheapest Canadian cellphone plan out there?  | Globalnews.ca Your Region: National BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg On TV: News Hour Sections National National sections Locals Local sections Watch Watch sections Search Canada Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released Sections Health Money Consumer Tech Entertainment Environment Science Lifestyle Sports Featured Canada World Politics Investigations Canada Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released Your Region National Change BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Health Money Consumer Tech Entertainment Environment Science Lifestyle Sports Jump to a Region National BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Man trying to reach Bermuda in inflatable bubble rescued by Coast Guard Schedule NowNews Hour 6:30pmGlobal National More Programs Global National The West Block 16x9 The Morning Show More Personalities Dawna Friesen Carolyn Jarvis Liza Fromer Tom Clark More News Major snowfall covers N. Manitoba Entertainment ‘Gone Girl’ wins weekend box office News Journalist with Ebola arrives at US hospital Canada Quebecor sells off Sun newspaper chain News Crowdfunded bus debuts in Toronto Entertainment Depardieu reveals past as escort, thief Canada MPs debate motion for airstrikes in Iraq Sports NBA extends television deals for 9 years Trending Maple Syrup Heist Hong Kong protests Iraq crisis Luka Magnotta Ebola outbreak enterovirus D68 Ukraine Retail Wars Cellphone Plans September 23, 2014 3:56 pm UPDATE: What’s the best, cheapest Canadian cellphone plan out there? By Erika Tucker  Global News ; Some helpful information to help you choose which plan and phone (Samsung pictured on left,Apple smartphone on right) are right for you. Peter Macdiarmid/Getty Images What is this? Sponsored content is written by Global News' editorial staff without any editorial influence by the sponsor. If you'd like to learn more... What is this ? X What is this? Sponsored content is written by Global News' without any editorial influence by the sponsor. If you'd like to learn more... TORONTO – The fine print of cellphone plans continues to plague Canadian consumers: confusing contracts, hidden fees and trying to compare wireless provider plans can take a toll on even the most patient person. So last June, I called nine Canadian wireless providers and profiled the features they had on offer. You can see that story here. Story continues below Related Stories How to best pay for an iPhone 6, and how it compares with Samsung’s latest Tools to help you pick the best Canadian cellphone plan What’s the best, cheapest Canadian cellphone plan out there? After many messages from viewers—and Friday’s release of the iPhone 6—it was time to call again. In conversations that were generally under 10 minutes and surprisingly painless, Rogers, Telus, Bell, Fido, Virgin, Mobilicity, Wind, Koodo and PC Mobile hit me with their best shots. READ MORE: Tools to help you pick the best Canadian cellphone plan We used the same price comparison study conducted for the CRTC in 2012 by Wall Communications Inc. to find the average use of phone minutes and texts per month, but changed the script a bit from last time. “I’m looking for a new cellphone plan for my mom. She checked her last few bills, and she uses about 450 minutes a month. She sends about 200 texts a month, and she’d need enough data to check email and Facebook throughout the day. We have some friends in the U.S. so she makes long-distance calls a couple times a month. And she’s thinking of buying a new phone—iPhone 6 or Samsung Galaxy S5. So what’s the best, cheapest plan you can offer?” Here’s an infographic that highlights some of the differences, followed by the full details of the plans that were offered (before tax) starting with the “Big 3″ and followed by the discount providers:   Infographic credit: Janet Cordahi ROGERS Best plan base rate: $80 / month Unlimited airtime across Canada anytime Unlimited text messaging, call display, voicemail, call waiting, call forwarding Unlimited U.S. calling add on: $15 / month Preferred rate plan: $5 / month would make calls to U.S. 10 cents per minute If no long-distance add-on: 55 cents per minute to the U.S. Data: 500 megabytes / month iPhone 6:  $274 with a two-year contract Samsung Galaxy S5: On sale $99 with a two-year contract Activation fee: $15 Current promotion: Samsung Galaxy S5 for $99; also offered $20 off the plan for the first five months (which equals a $100 credit) UPDATE: Rogers communications spokesperson Leigh LePage apologized for incorrect information initially given by the customer service representative, but specified the NHL GameCentre Live app is free for wireless data and Internet customers until Dec. 31, 2014 (not for the first season, which runs until May). The app is ready for Oct 8. and normally costs $199 per season (access to over 1,000 online live games). You can use the app with a tablet, cellphone, or desktop computer. TELUS Best plan base rate: $80 / month Unlimited airtime across Canada anytime Unlimited text messaging, call display, voicemail, call waiting, conference calling Unlimited U.S. calling add on: $15 / month If no long-distance add-on: $1.50 cents per minute to the U.S. Data: 500 megabytes / month iPhone 6:  Retail price of 16 gigabyte model is $750; with two-year contract $265, so the remaining balance of $485 would go on a two-year service agreement on the $80 / month Telus Share Plus Plan Samsung Galaxy S5: Retail price is $730; with Telus two-year contract it’s $100 and remaining $630 goes on two-year Telus Share Plus Plan Activation fee: No, but… SIM card: $10 (for either device) Current promotion: iPhone 5C 8 gigabyte model for $0, or Samsung Galaxy S4 for $0 with same $80/month plan BELL Best plan base rate: $80 / month Unlimited airtime across Canada anytime Unlimited text messaging, call display, voicemail, call waiting, conference calling Unlimited U.S. calling add-on: $15 / month If no long-distance add-on: 50 cents per minute to the U.S. Data: 500 megabytes per month iPhone 6:  $264.95 for phone itself with a two-year contract Samsung Galaxy S5: $99.95 with a two-year contract Activation fee: Can waive it Current promotion: 10 hours of free mobile TV per month for three months (that doesn’t use your data). It costs $5 / month after 3 months (but you can opt out after the trial) and applies to any shows that are live at that moment. KOODO MOBILE Best plan base rate: $50 / month (this is what they consider a $45/month plan plus $5 for the “medium tab” explained below) Unlimited text messaging, call display, call waiting, conference calling, voicemail 500 daytime minutes Canada-wide, then unlimited after 5 p.m. and unlimited weekends Unlimited U.S. calling add on: $10 / month Long-distance saver add-on:  $3 / month makes calls 5 cents / minute If no long-distance add-on: 50 cents per minute to the U.S. Data: 500 megabytes data iPhone 6: Medium tab $375 (this is what added $5 more to the $45/month plan initially described) The “medium tab” means Koodo matches 15 per cent of the cost of your monthly plan to pay off the balance of the phone. That plus the $5 “extra” per month means your phone would be paid off in two years. Samsung Galaxy S5: With medium tab $425 Activation fee: None No contract: You can cancel at any time by paying off your remaining balance If bring your own unlocked phone: Free SIM card with activation and 10 per cent discount on the $45/month plan (no contract) Current promotion: $50 bonus gift if you instead choose Moto G, AlCatel ONETOUCH Idol X+ or Alcatel ONETOUCH POP Icon phone models; $75 gift for choosing Samsung Galaxy S III; $100 bonus gift for choosing Nokia Lumia 635 WIND MOBILE Best plan base rate: $35 / month (with credit check and “pay after” option—just means you pay the bill the month after you use it in case you roam or use features outside your plan there could be extra costs) Unlimited incoming and outgoing calls Canada-wide Unlimited international texting, voicemail, caller ID, conference calling, call forwarding, call waiting Calls to U.S.: 5 cents per minute Data: 5 gigabytes with “fair usage policy” – This means the monthly data capacity is 5GB for high speed internet access, and if you exceed 5GB, there will be no extra charge, but you will experience slowing down on your data access speed. iPhone 6: Not available—must buy iPhone elsewhere and frequency of device must be 1700 and 2100 (some iPhone models not compatible with Wind). Samsung Galaxy S5: Retail price $729; With credit check you can pay $579 up front and then get a $150 Wind tab. This means if you keep your agreement with Wind for two years, Wind contributes 10 per cent of the monthly rate charges before taxes to pay off the cost of the phone. Activation fee: No, but must buy new SIM card at $25. No contract: You can cancel at any time by paying off your remaining balance. If you bring your own unlocked, Wind-compatible phone: $7.50/month for 20 months credit for other features (e.g. the calls to the U.S.). But you cannot use this credit for the basic plan fee, so it’s lost if you don’t use it each month on extra charges or features. Current promotion: This $35/month is a promotional plan until the end of September 2014. FIDO (subsidiary of Rogers Wireless Inc.) Best plan base rate: $50 / month 500 Canada-wide anytime minutes Unlimited Canada-wide evenings and weekends starting at 5 p.m.-7 a.m. Unlimited text, picture and voice messaging worldwide as long as you are in Canada to any international number, call display, voicemail Unlimited U.S. calls: $15 / month unlimited Canada to U.S. U.S. calls add-on: $5 / month puts them at 10 cents / minute U.S. calls with no add-on: 45 cents / minute Data: 500 megabytes iPhone 6: Sold exclusively in store – no information given on the phone Samsung Galaxy S5: $400 with two-year agreement on $50 / month plan No contract: You can pay off the cost of the phone if you want to cancel before two years. Activation fee: No, but must buy $10 SIM card. If you bring an unlocked phone: Get 10 per cent off the plan (must still buy $10 SIM card). Current promotion: $25 credit each if you have a Fido customer refer you. VIRGIN MOBILE CANADA (acquired by Bell Mobility in 2009) Best plan base rate: $80 / month best plan for iPhone 6 or Samsung Galaxy S5 (BUT staff recommends $45 / month plan with iPhone 4S—see below for details) $80/month plan includes: Unlimited Canada-wide calling anytime Unlimited international texting as long as you’re in Canada, call display, voicemail, conference calling, call waiting U.S. calls: 50 cents / minute Data: 500 megabytes iPhone 6: $259.99 with a two-year agreement Samsung Galaxy  S5: $99.99 with two-year agreement ($699.99 without) No contract: There’s no tab, so if you want to end the agreement, you pay the remainder of the phone cost depending on how long you have left in your two-year agreement. E.g. after one year, you’d pay $300 in the case of the Samsung Galaxy S5. Activation fee: $15 Current promotion: iPhone 4S at $0 on a Gold plan. Gold plans start at $40 / month but agent recommended $45 / month plan as best for the situation described (300 daytime minutes, evenings weekends unlimited starting at 5 p.m.; 300 megabytes of data). “You won’t have one of the newest, newest phones, but does she require the newest, newest phone and does she want to pay?” said the Virgin Mobile agent. If you bring your own unlocked phone or a phone on Bell’s network: $36 / month (for 300 daytime minutes, unlimited evenings and weekends, 300 megabytes described above) “If you want to invest in a big shiny phone or just a new phone, that’s the $400 difference. I have no problem recommending the 4S,” said the Virgin agent. MOBILICITY   Best plan base rate: $45 / month Unlimited calls Canada-wide, to U.S. when in coverage (make unlimited calls as long as in your local coverage area) Unlimited international text and picture messaging as long as in coverage area plus caller ID, call waiting, call forwarding, three-way calling, voicemail Roaming: 30 minutes included (outside coverage) Data:  6 gigabytes per month. Access is unlimited, but if you use all 6GB in three weeks, the rest of the month’s access is slow until the new cycle starts. iPhone 6: “We don’t sell iPhones.” But you can bring your own iPhone 5, 5S, 5C as those are the models known to be compatible with Mobilicity so far. (Information to come on iPhone 6). Samsung Galaxy S5: Not available. Must visit Mobilicity store to see what phones they have and pricing (couldn’t offer pricing information on the phone). Activation fee: None, but need to buy $20 SIM card. No contract: You can cancel or change plans at any time. PC MOBILE (powered by the Telus network) Best plan base rate: $39 / month 500 daytime minutes Canada-wide Unlimited evenings and weekend calls 5 p.m.-8 a.m. Unlimited international texts, picture and video messaging Unlimited U.S. calling add on: $10 / month Calls to U.S. without add-on: $1.50 / minute Data: 200 megabytes iPhone 6: Not sold through PC Mobile; agent thought perhaps they would be by end of month. You can bring your own unlocked iPhone and use it with PC Mobile. Samsung Galaxy S5: Not sold through PC Mobile, but they have S4 at $49.99. BUT since that’s a “newer phone,” they add $7 per month to make it a two-year plan. If you want to cancel, you pay the remainder of the phone’s cost. If you bring your own unlocked phone: Monthly plan is 10 per cent off Activation fee: None Current promotion: Not for iPhone or Samsung Galaxy S5, but you get a President’s Choice gift card for new contract activations if you buy a Moto G ($125 gift card; $0 down), Nexus 5 ($75), or Samsung Ace II ($125; $0 down) Follow @Erker // © Shaw Media, 2014 Report an error Bell Cellphone Contracts Cellphone Plans consumer prices Fido iPhone iPhone 6 Koodo Mobilicity PC Mobile Rogers Samsung Galaxy S5 smartphones telecom Telus Virgin Mobile Wind Mobile wireless wireless prices Erika Tucker Senior Web Coordinator Erika works with a team of digital journalists, covering national and international breaking news for GlobalNews.ca. More Stories Canada Lower wireless bills for Christmas? CRTC mulls cheaper rates Mobilicity, parent company file $1.2B suit against Industry Canada iPhone 6 may ship later than expected thanks to record pre-order sales Competition Bureau calls for more regulation to cut wireless roaming rates Wind Mobile gets new wind in its sails Comments Popular Now Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released 20224 How does Ebola spread? 5 things you need to know 18659 Accused Madeleine McCann Twitter troll found dead 9985 Ebola: 5 reasons why an outbreak is highly unlikely in Canada 7298 UPDATE: What’s the best, cheapest Canadian cellphone plan out there? 5891 Featured Content Canada Ebola: 5 reasons why an outbreak is highly unlikely in Canada What are the chances of an Ebola outbreak taking off in Canada? It isn’t likely, according to experts. And here are a number of reasons why. Continue reading → Environment Are we in the midst of a mass extinction? There have been 5 mass extinctions — the loss of 75 per cent or more of the world’s species — in Earth’s history. Scientists now believe that we are at the early stages of the sixth. Continue reading → Health Lab-grown penises may soon be ‘ready for testing’ on humans Researchers in North Carolina say penises grown in laboratories could “soon be ready for human testing,” offering hope for men who have had traumatic injuries or penile cancer. Continue reading → Canada Meet Rachel Parent — the teen fighting for GMO labelling in Canada Rachel Parent is a 15-year-old activist. Her goal: mandatory labelling in Canada of all genetically modified organisms, or GMOs that are found as ingredients in food. Continue reading → Canada Abandoned puppies on the mend Twenty hungry, cold and flea-infested puppies found in a Saskatchewan field are now being nursed back to health at Battleford’s Humane Society. Continue reading → Science Everything you need to know about Wednesday’s lunar eclipse On Oct. 8, Canada will be treated to its second lunar eclipse of the year. Find out what you can expect. Continue reading → Canada Can homegrown food win the climate change war? Wondering what’s the single most effective way to combat climate change? Plant a garden. Continue reading → Canada 16×9: An investigation into illegal lumber Timber thieves are stealing wood from the Russian Far East, processing it in China and then shipping it to North America, a 16×9 investigation has found. Continue reading → Highlights Hounds of Parliament: As commuting cyclist and budget watchdog, Frechette must make his presence known Frechette draws a line distinguishing his personality as a cyclist and as the parliamentary budget officer. But surely there’s a parallel between the assertive man he is on a bike and in the role of PBO? Continue reading → Email alerts Sign up for FREE daily Globalnews.ca newsletters and breaking news alerts Email Address National Daily News National Breaking News By clicking on the submit button, I have read, understood and agreed to our privacy policy Twitter Follow globalnews 20 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews USA Swimming suspends #MichaelPhelps for 6 months glbn.ca/ClLU9 pic.twitter.com/nqC3dQ3NhL 20 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews Hillary Clinton: military action against ISIS “critical” and “essential” globalnews.ca/news/1600343/w… #cdnpoli 32 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews Boy left in car during church choir practice dies glbn.ca/ClKBB Jump to a Region BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Connect Facebook Twitter Google+ RSS Contact Us Global News About Us Privacy Policy Principles & Practices Terms & Conditions Copyright Shaw Media Advertise Open Data © Shaw Media Inc., 2014. All rights reserved. Follow Follow “Global News” Get every new post delivered to your Inbox. Join 3,820 other followers Powered by WordPress.com Shaw Connect Expand News Entertainment Entertainment Home Celebs Movies TV Music Living Lifestyle Food Home & Living Sports Money Tech Travel Breaktime Autos Watch TV Online All Sites Global Global News Food Network HGTV History Television Showcase Slice DTOUR ET Canada National Geographic Movietime Lifetime H2 DIY Action NG Wild Mystery IFC BBC Deja Vu Twist)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2013/06/school-choice-and-segregation.html?showComment=1370319166272,Staffroom Confidential: School choice and segregation Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Monday, June 3, 2013 School choice and segregation A fascinating report was issued last week by People for Education - an Ontario based non-profit organization that promotes public education. The report looked at demographic data in the Ontario school system and drew some frightening conclusions about the growing inequity in access to educational opportunities. For example: * students in high income school are more likely to be identified as gifted * high income schools fundraise five times more per year, on average, than low income schools * the top 10% of fundraising schools raise as much as the bottom 81% altogether * between 2001 and 2013, the average ratio of special education students to special education teachers has risen from 22:1, to 36:1 in elementary schools * average family income in schools with a high proportion of applied math students is almost half that of the schools with the low proportion of applied math students The full report is available here: http://www.peopleforeducation.ca/wp-content/uploads/2013/05/annual-report-2013-WEB.pdf Unfortunately, I am not aware of any similar analysis for schools in British Columbia, but a quick look at a few facts suggest similar trends and other worrisome indicators related to the impact of school and program "choice" on how students become segregated and streamed. The Ministry of Education provides five year data sets of a variety of statistical measures. Here are a few quick facts from schools in the Greater Victoria district: * Craigflower elementary has gone from 76% aboriginal students in 2008 to 95% aboriginal students in 2012 *  14% of all non-aboriginal students with a special needs designation are gifted, whereas 2% of all aboriginal students with a special needs designation are gifted * Central Middle School, a dual track French Immersion/English school, was just about equal in the proportion of female and male students five years ago, but today, the school is 57% female and 43% male * In contrast, Rockheights Middle School, which does not have a French Immersion program, is 57% male and 43% female...the same trend is occurring in another non-French Immersion Middle School that is in a higher socio-economic area of the city, Monterey, which is now 55% male and 45% female A raft of research from the United States has documented the impact of segregation and the benefits of inclusion to enhance equality of educational opportunities. For example, a study entitled "Trading in Futures: Why Markets in Education Don't Work", explains the problem: "Throughout the English-speaking world, and now Western Europe and parts of East Asia, parental choice and educational markets are being seen by politicians and policy advisors as the panacea to problems of low educational standards and social exclusion. This book tests the key assumptions underlying the faith in markets by linking an analysis of parental choice to flows of students between schools and their impact on school effectiveness. The results of this study suggest that the ability to realize choices is dependent on social-class, gender, and ethnicity, and that this can have a negative impact on some schools' performance. Rather than raising standards, the impact of markets is to polarize them, leading to an impoverished education for many students. Contrary to current orthodoxy, markets are likely to lead to a decline in overall educational standards because they have a negative effect on the performance of working-class schools, while leaving middle-class schools untouched. Education markets trade off the opportunities of less-privileged children to those already privileged. Students from professional and managerial middle-class backgrounds are able to exercise greater choice and are more likely to travel greater distances to enter schools with high socioeconomic status mixes. In these terms, markets do not work because they are neither efficient nor equitable." (http://www.eric.ed.gov/ERICWebPortal/search/detailmini.jsp?_nfpb=true&_&ERICExtSearch_SearchValue_0=ED453584&ERICExtSearch_SearchType_0=no&accno=ED453584) Rather than the destructive influence of the Fraser Institute school rankings, which exacerbate these inequities, it is time that a BC research institute, or better yet even, our government, took a look at how school choice has impacted racial, gender, and socio-economic stratification here in BC. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 2:57 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 1 comment: CathJune 3, 2013 at 9:12 PM We see exactly the same issues in the Cowichan Valley. It is creating an even bigger gap between the have and the have not schools. Opening boundaries to allow parents choice has just allowed racism to flourish in our community. This needs to be addressed at the ministry level. ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ▼  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ▼  June (1) School choice and segregation ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/SocialJustice.aspx?id=15058&printPage=true,The Global Classroom: Putting Process to Content -  Establishing a Positive Classroom Environment  	BCTF Social Justice  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Social Justice > Programs and Workshops > Global Education > Global Classroom > Methodologies Establishing a Positive Classroom Environment Below are some strategies for establishing and maintaining a classroom environment characterized by acceptance, respect, and support for all members of the classroom community 1. Start the school year by involving all students in establishing the ground rules for a respectful classroom community.  The Active Listening Role Play found in Appendix One  is a powerful activity for initiating this process. Do not allow put-downs (student to student, student to teacher or teacher to students) to undermine your positive classroom environment.  Clearly communicate the “no put-downs” rule and follow through to ensure that any instances of this damaging (to all parties) behaviour are effectively addressed. When a “put-down” occurs: i. STOP THE CLASS – EVERY TIME. ii. focus on the behaviour, not the individual. iii. treat the behaviour as an error to be corrected Maintain high expectations for all students.  )
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7400&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 6, April 2006 AGM report: Democratic decision making by Peter Owens Almost 700 BCTF members spent the first part of their spring break at the 2006 BCTF Annual General Meeting. The AGM develops policy, sets the BCTF fee for the following school year, and elects the Executive Committee. The AGM increased the fee for next year by 0.04% and reduced Salary Indemnity Plan payments by 0.3%. That will mean a member earning $60,000 will pay approximately $156 less in total fees to the BCTF next year. The AGM set bargaining objectives for the next round of bargaining beginning this month. The focus will be on improving teaching and learning conditions, a salary increase to make our salaries competitive with Alberta and Ontario, and promoting the protection of teachers and the safety of students. (See "AGM bargaining decisions," page 7.) Support was expressed for the role of locally elected school boards as the democratic representatives of the community responsible for the provision of quality public education. The BCTF is opposed to the concept of regional school boards, with the loss of any accountability to the community. The BCTF is also opposed to any initiatives to introduce school-based budgeting or other forms of school-based management that conflict with the democratic nature of public schools being governed by locally elected school boards. Studies have shown that in jurisdictions that have gone to that model, such as New Zealand and the United Kingdom, there is an increase in the disparity between schools based on their socio-economic areas. Another phenomenon is that the schools tend to spend more time, resources, and money recruiting students and less on the classroom. Other studies have shown that "school-based" decision making is really principal-based decision-making. The AGM called for a dramatic shift in our schools away from the current accountability agenda that emphasizes inappropriate testing, ranking, and narrow achievement measures to one that focusses on providing the conditions for optimal teaching and learning. In order to facilitate that shift, teachers are encouraged to: participate in educational change that will produce a positive outcome for student learning. increase their active involvement with parents through PACs. express to parents and trustees our educational and professional concerns with FSA testing and standardized tests. withdraw from participation in the formulation of all accountability contracts and school growth plans. withdraw from participation on school planning councils. Three years ago we decided to participate in school planning councils because we felt there was a potential for having the need for classroom resources discussed at the school level. Experience has proven SPCs to be ineffective at getting improvements in schools and have simply become instruments for implementing the government’s accountability agenda. In withdrawing from SPCs, teachers are being asked to strengthen their working relationships with parents through school PACs. BCTF President Jinny Sims explained how teachers could withdraw from participation in SPCs, "We are expecting some teachers may finish this year’s work and withdraw from SPCs by June 2006, but in the meantime they should not participate in planning for next year. It is unfortunate that the government made SPCs an integral part of their accountability agenda." A new procedure for supporting and enforcing collective strategies of the union was adopted. The new procedure ensures that enforcement is in the interest of the union and that members have access to an appeal process. Support was expressed for Aboriginal education and called on government to encourage participation in the enhancement agreement process. It also called on government to enact employment equity legislation that will lead to full equality between men and women and equity of inclusion for Aboriginal and minority groups in all aspects of employment. The only change to the BCTF Executive Committee came with the retirement of John Chisamore (Cranbrook), who was replaced by the election of John Wadge (Surrey). One of the most memorable and moving events at this year’s AGM was the speech by Stephen Lewis describing his work in alleviating the suffering caused by the AIDS/HIV epidemic in Africa. (See "Stephen Lewis..." page 7.) Peter Owens is editor of Teacher newsmagazine and assistant director, BCTF Communications and Campaigns Division.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=21200&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 7, May/June 2010  Kenya, Summer 2009 By Steve Fairbairn Education Beyond Borders (www.educationbeyondborders.org) is a Canadian Non-Governmental Organization (NGO) that was started and is currently being organized by Noble Kelly, a teacher on leave from West Vancouver School District (and they should be thanked whole heartedly for supporting him in his life’s journey). EBB is an organization with a difference, as it is truly a grass-roots project that has been quietly growing over the last three years by making connections directly with the local teachers and other like-minded NGOs. EBB fundraising even covers the costs of providing travel, accommodation, and food for the local Kenyan teachers attending the workshops. The issue of providing financial support to the Kenyan teachers is important. They often do not have access to personal transportation (some have small motorcycles, the odd participant had a small tired-out car, but most depend on public transportation to get to the workshop sites), personal computers, professional development funding, classroom supplies, or many other things we take for granted here in Canada. We came from across Canada and the USA. We came from many different teaching backgrounds and situations, from Fine Arts schools and Alternate Education settings, as well as your more run-of-the-mill primary and secondary schools. Over the course of two-and-a-half weeks, we shared our enthusiasm, passion, excitement, flexibility, dedication, and a willingness to share our skills and passions with our colleagues in Kenya. We debated, we laughed, we questioned, and we grew together. We arrived in Africa, met each other, and packed our belongings into two small vans (and when I say packed, think sardines. I travelled for eight hours with luggage on my lap and on the floor between my legs. Forget air conditioning, think dust). That day was worth the price of admission on its own. You haven’t lived until you’ve travelled the roads of Africa after dark. From our first accommodations in a beautiful grass-roofed house beside a watering hole in a nature conservancy, we traveled daily to Nanyuki High School for Boys, where we met our co-presenters and began to plan in earnest for our first set of week-long workshops. Our days were filled from dawn to well past dusk with planning, visits to schools, and ministry officials. On one school visit, we were able to gather together enough money between us to purchase a classroom full of brand new desks and chairs. I was able to donate 50 scientific calculators (solar powered) to a secondary school that had never before had a calculator. Just imagine Grade 10 math (and a national exam too) without a calculator—and by the way, their curriculum is very similar to ours here in BC! The school system in Kenya is modeled on the old English system, with forms and standards instead of grades, and where progress through each grade is solely dependent on passing a final exam worth 100% of your mark. It is a system that is nominally free, if you can afford the uniform, and/or the boarding fees. It is a system where there are only about a third the spaces for secondary school as there are for elementary school, so that Grade 8 standardized test really does mean success or failure. The schools reflect the small tax base—if the principal and the teachers haven’t raised the money, likely the school doesn’t have it (plumbing, floors, books, learning aids, and so on). Before we knew it, the first week was over and we’d presented nearly 50 separate workshops on teaching methodologies such as learning styles, co-operative classrooms, inquiry learning, understanding by design, creating a positive classroom environment, formative assessment, assessment for learning, rubrics, professional learning communities, co-operative and discovery learning, and study and organizational skills. We worked on subject-based topics in the curricular areas of math, science, and English at both the elementary and secondary levels. We’d also begun to grasp the unique challenges of teaching in schools without resources, in classrooms with 40, 50, or more children. We tried to understand a system where all children are learning in their second (or third) language, as English is the language of instruction but it is not the mother tongue in Kenya. The light bulb went on a bit brighter when I figured out that every teacher was teaching in his or her second language too! With Saturday coming to an end we packed up our stuff, loaded those vans again, and hit the roads for a six-hour drive across central Kenya. We arrived at Utumishi High School for Boys, and once again we tossed coins to see who’d share which bedroom with whom. Planning began again on Sunday and the workshops ramped up first thing Monday morning. We had the luxury of having access to a computer lab here; so many of the Kenyan teachers got to access “technology” —some for the very first time! I got the special treat of being taken under the wing of the workshop cook—Walter. He let me help him serve and haul buckets of food. I got a tour of the school kitchen (anyone see a refrigerator?) and I got lessons on how to properly cook ugali—a porridge made of maize flour, water, and heat. You know it is ready to eat when the paddle comes out of it without any ugali sticking to it. Then it lasts for hours —just keep it warm on the charcoals. Not all of my time was spent at work in Kenya. I took the opportunity to travel (camping safari) through large parts of Kenya. I got to sleep on the dirt of Africa. I got to shower, and do everything else that the body does, just like a rural Kenyan. I saw animals up close and personal. “Nice kitty, nice kitty, go away nice kitty” is a phrase I used more than once. Yes sir, to recognize that you are food (and when I say food, I mean easy snack) puts one’s place on the planet in a different perspective. Ask me about Max the rhinoceros. “Nice Max, sit boy, roll over, go to sleep Max.” He was being handraised by two park rangers. Max loved those two men, so much so that they had to build a fence to keep him from crashing into their sleeping hut at night. I am so proud to be part of Education Beyond Borders, an organization that is striving to bring quality education to the world. I was so very lucky to be in the company of such a dedicated group of teachers—Canadian, American, and Kenyan. I was in awe of the amazing skills, techniques, approaches, dedication, and personalities of my fellow team members—I am a better teacher and a better person for the experience. Would I go back again? Yes. Thank you Noble Kelly and the other members of the team who put up with me—you all taught me so much—and, of course, to the BCTF who supported my journey with financial aid (including all of my friends and colleagues in the Representative Assembly—you helped to fund those calculators!). Steve Fairbairn is president of Fernie Teachers’ Association.)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=14922,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2008 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 20, Number 4, January/February 2008 On being well: Wellness is having a passion for chocolate, but… By Julia Johnson I wasn’t always a chocolate lover. Sweets and desserts were never part of my diet as a child or as an adult. However, now that menopause has created a hormonal imbalance in my system and my taste buds have become acutely sensitive, all of that has changed. I remember quite clearly the first time I had a second helping of a chocolate dessert just because it tasted so good. It didn’t matter that I had eaten enough. My taste buds were exploding and the message to my brain was, "I must have more of this!" Thus began my passionate consumption for all things chocolate. I try to rationalize my compelling need for devouring chocolate by acknowledging the research that espouses its medical virtues. Apparently, dark chocolate may lower high blood pressure, increase insulin sensitivity, reduce the risk of heart attack, improve arterial blood flow, and help people with chronic fatigue syndrome. According to WebMD, "The possible health benefits of chocolate stem from the antioxidant flavonoids. Chocolate comes from the cacao plant, and cacao is extraordinarily rich in flavanols... The flavanols in cocoa beans have a biochemical effect of reducing platelet clumping... The more non-fat cocoa solids a chocolate product contains, the more antioxidants it tends to contribute." With this information I became a discriminate shopper, eating only Belgian or Swiss dark chocolate. My mind was at rest. I was able to satisfy my chocolate desire knowing that my body would reap the health benefits; that is, until I learned that the chocolate I so enjoyed was made possible by slave labour. West Africa is the world’s largest producer and exporter of cocoa beans, supplying 50% of the world’s cocoa on the backs of one-quarter of a million of African children. It has been documented that boys aged 12 to 16 years found begging are lured to the Ivory Coast and are sold as slaves. Traffickers promise them paid work, housing, and education; instead they are forced to work on cocoa farms under severely abusive conditions. Reports from UNICEF (1998, 2007) confirm that child trafficking is prevalent in the cocoa farming industry of the Ivory Coast. And a British television documentary, Slavery: a Global Investigation (2001) claimed that 90% of the Ivory Coast cocoa plantations use forced labour. Carol Off, co-host of CBC Radio’s As it Happens, in her book (Bitter Chocolate: Investigating the Dark Side of the World’s Most Seductive Sweet, 2007) "traces the origins of the cocoa craze and describes the conditions under which it is grown and harvested." She explains how the West African Cocoa Industry, "with the complicity of Western governments and corporations," such as Nestle, Hershey, Cadbury, and Mars thrive using unethical practices. CBC radio recently reported (November 28, 2007) that regulators from Canada’s Competition Bureau "have launched an investigation into allegations that the Canadian divisions of Nestle, Hershey, Cadbury, and Mars have engaged in a price-fixing scheme in the multibillion-dollar chocolate bar business." Faced with the reality of these reports, activists are working toward increasing public awareness of this issue and pressuring Canadian and US governments to create a child-trafficking bill that would make it illegal for crops to be imported from countries that support child trafficking. Journalist and filmmaker Teun (Tony) van de Keuken of the Netherlands, produced a documentary for You Tube, entitled "Tony Chocolonely" exposing the Ivory Coast slave trade in the chocolate industry from which Nestle derives its profits. Once Tony became aware that children were forced to work on cocoa plantations under slave conditions, he became a chocolate-maker striving to produce the world’s first slave-free chocolate with support from the Max Havelaar Foundation. Tony says, "The bars were an overnight success. It shows that people really want this once they’re aware of how things are made. You just have to tell them and show them what reality is." The thing about being on a wellness journey is that it is fraught with health-related choices regarding, not only our personal well-being, but the social justice issues that affect the well-being of others and the planet that is our home. At the root of the decisions we make is the passion that fuels our motivation to effect change. My passion for chocolate has become a deeper passion of commitment to purchase only chocolate and chocolate products with fair-trade or slave-free labels. Now that I know that child-abuse practices go into the making of a Hershey’s kiss, I find such a delicacy revolting. For information on fair-trade/ slave-free chocolate see these internet websites: www.globalexchange.org (E-mail: fairtrade@globalexchange.org) www.stopthetraffik.org, Google: Tony Chocolonely. Julia Johnson, a retired learning resource teacher in Quesnel is a BCTF PD wellness associate. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2011/12/teachers-read-message-to-george-abbott.html?showComment=1322877660960,Staffroom Confidential: Teachers read message to George Abbott Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Friday, December 2, 2011 Teachers read message to George Abbott Minister of Education George Abbott has been touring the province visiting schools. This is a good thing. I remember in 2005 a Victoria teacher running into then Education Minister Shirley Bond and asking when she had last visited a classroom, to which she answered it was when she was in school herself! I hope that Mr. Abbott is listening to teachers' messages. I know during his visit at Central Middle School, teachers questioned him about the net zero mandate, services for students with special needs, and class size - issues that are important to teachers and that we feel are critical to maintaining our excellent public education system. This week, at a visit to Caulfeild Elementary in West Vancouver, teachers read the following message to Mr. Abbott: "The teachers of Caulfeild would like you to know that we are disappointed and disheartened by the government’s recent attacks on B.C. public school teachers.  By the very nature of what we do, we are caring, diligent, progressive and conscientious people who, in the face of the negative tone of the Ministry’s Education Plan, continue to work for the betterment of B.C. children and public education. Why does this government continue to strip the “profession” from teaching? The “Professional Teaching Act” is now the “Teaching Act”. The backwards movement at the Provincial bargaining table attempts to strip our contract to the point that government officials and Administrators dictate our professional development and negate any autonomy in the classroom. The message this sends is simply that we cannot be trusted to conduct ourselves as professionals and do not deserve to be treated as such. We believe that BCPSEA’s application to take back 15% of our salary and benefits for work “not done” is insulting.  We at Caulfeild have never put in more hours of our own time, after school, in the evenings and on weekends.  We are dedicated professionals who have worked above and beyond to implement our iDEC program. We don’t like to say no. We want to be successful. We are highly trained and passionate teachers who continue to teach, assess and inform parents of student progress in the usual manner.   How are B.C. teachers supposed to make ends meet with yet another zero salary increase? Perhaps rather than coaching or sponsoring teams and clubs on our personal time, we should re-claim those hours for ourselves and our families and perhaps tutor and subsidize our incomes by an extra $400 a week. Many teachers  have a second job to make ends meet. Where is the incentive for us to continue professional development when we aren’t considered professionals? Why does the government ignore the Supreme Court’s ruling on Bills 27 and 28? How does cutting funding for teacher-librarians support a need for increased literacy? Why are West Van parent volunteers expected to pick up the slack?  What are the less fortunate districts supposed to do?  This district, despite the successes you will see today, is underfunded by the government.  Fee-paying international students help make up much of your government’s shortfall.  Without them, much of what you see today would not be possible.  Our PAC’s also raise money to make up for your government’s lack of funding.  Radical change is not what we need now.  We need stability and proper funding. " Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 9:07 AM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 12 comments: UnknownDecember 2, 2011 at 5:02 PM To which he replied...?ReplyDelete AnonymousDecember 2, 2011 at 5:32 PM Thanks to the teachers of Caulfeild for taking a stand.ReplyDelete AnonymousDecember 2, 2011 at 6:01 PM As Shirley Bond was on the Prince George School Board and an active parent volunteer, I find it difficult to believe that she had last visited a classroom when she was in school herself. Perhaps this start to the blog post is influencing my reaction to the rest of the post. However, stating to the Minister that "[by] the very nature of what we do, we are caring, diligent, progressive and conscientious people", does seem to lead to the next part of that sentence being "and you're not". Would it be possible to phrase this message to the Minister in a more professional manner, one that is less adversarial?ReplyDelete AnonymousDecember 2, 2011 at 6:36 PM "[by] the very nature of what we do, we are caring, diligent, progressive and conscientious people", does seem to lead to the next part of that sentence being "and you're not". Which is completely true. I don't find the letter adversarial, I find it completely honest.ReplyDelete AnonymousDecember 2, 2011 at 10:19 PM I didn't find the letter unprofessional in the slightest,nor did I feel that the statement "[by] the very nature of what we do, we are caring, diligent, progressive and conscientious people" led to "and you're not". I felt it was an affirmation of those qualities that come into question whenever teachers are forced into any action on their own behalf.ReplyDelete Student teacher guyDecember 3, 2011 at 8:41 AM "Many teachers have a second job to make ends meet." Yikes. As a current B.Ed. student here in B.C. I find that disturbing. Do you have any data on that? Much thanks and, in any case, keep blogging. Your stuff is very informative.ReplyDelete AnonymousDecember 3, 2011 at 10:15 AM But surely there is a way to communicate with the Minister in a way that is less adversarial? If you're a teacher dealing with a student, for example, isn't it more effective to work in a little bit of praise about something, and then list things to work on? Why not start with an acknowledgement that both teachers and the people in the Ministry of Education are there because they want to help improve the lives of children through education? Talk about how teachers are a part of the conversation about the changes in the education system, and give some examples as to how things are changing in individual classrooms. Then move onto a discussion as to how West Vancouver is a fortunate district, due to having many rich parents supporting the district, and international students. This level of support is required for all districts, and all districts need stability and proper funding. For heavens sake - that's the best part of the letter. Why bury it at the bottom? Student teacher guy, I think you'll find that a number of beginning teachers may have a second job to make ends meet until they get a full time contract. I don't think you'll find that your typical full time teacher requires a second job.ReplyDelete AnonymousDecember 3, 2011 at 11:04 AM Who on earth is this person criticizing this letter?? My goodness. Do you work for George Abbott? I am not a teacher but is active int he school and have a couple friends who are teachers. What more do you want from teachers? Teachers try to stand up for once for themselves and they get knocked down. I would say good for those teachers for being a bit aggressive (to you, not to me) to fight for our education system. In fact, they should be more vocal and aggressive. Don't you think the government is being adversarial? George Abbott is the government. Student teacher: you will not get rich starting out but I know a few experienced teachers who are indeed, struggling. They take any job tutuoring, or marking for the government just to make ends meet. Lots of teachers have husbands who have very good jobs and that is their saving grace.ReplyDelete AnonymousDecember 4, 2011 at 9:03 PM I'd like to ask George to take the focus off the teachers and have a closer look at our principals. Good leadership is where it all begins and while some principals are fantastic at their jobs, some are just plain incompetent. So with regard to teacher bashing.....BACK OFF!ReplyDelete AnonymousDecember 5, 2011 at 9:54 AM This comment has been removed by a blog administrator.ReplyDelete 3G'sDecember 7, 2011 at 8:01 PM I tend to agree with Anonymous, but take issue with what Anonymous says about Anonymous' comment.ReplyDelete AnonymousDecember 10, 2011 at 10:59 AM student teacher needs to look into teaching in alberta, where funding to education cuts is being restored and the salary is 20,000.00 more a year. i am a 25 year teacher and that is 500,000.00 more over the course of my career. teachers are recognized and respected for their professional status. in fact, anyone in the health care or education field should consider alberta where real estate and cost of living is so much more manageable. housing costs in calgary are less than small town B.C. B.C. is bankrupt, take your degrees and run!!ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ▼  2011 (125) ▼  December (7) Fix the teacher? What about society bcedplan: a return to 19th century schooling? BC Education Minister announces 3% funding cut EduPlan or eduScam? Vancouver teacher Gerry Kent s... What's in the billions? The money stolen from BC k... High performing school system? Trust your teachers... Teachers read message to George Abbott ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=19922,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 2, October 2009  Viva NANTU Viva! By Irene Lanzinger In the BCTF, we proudly describe ourselves as a social justice union. In my years of activism, I have seen ample evidence that we live up to this claim. But the most compelling evidence comes from our international work. Our commitment to social justice requires that we look beyond our borders and work with teacher unions in other countries to carry out the work of trying to build a more socially just global community. In August, I had the privilege of travelling to Namibia to see the impact of our international work. The Nambian teachers’ union (NANTU) invited me to address their 9th National Teachers’ Congress to help them celebrate their 20-year anniversary as a union. Our work in Namibia grew out of the activism of BCTF members in the global anti-apartheid movement in the 1980s. Larry Kuehn, our director of international programs, was active in organizing BCTF participation in that struggle. Some Namibian students joined the group and ensured that the group understood that apartheid existed not only in South Africa but also in what was then South West Africa (later Namibia) and Mozambique. When the tide on apartheid turned in the late 1980s, many activists in the anti-apartheid movement, including our members, were determined to support those engaged in building new societies out of the oppressive past. So began a strong and fruitful relationship with teacher unions in Namibia, Mozambique, and South Africa. Our work in Namibia began as an English-language proficiency program and now is largely union training based on our school union representative training model. NANTU’s invitation to the president of the BCTF to address their convention was recognition of the role we have played in helping them build a strong teacher union in their 20-year history. By the same token, my attendance at the congress was a message to their members about the value we place in that relationship. Larry Kuehn and long-time NANTU trainer and BCTF activist, Don Reader, had also been invited to the congress and travelled there ahead of me. Don Reader has been to Namibia so many times to help with training that the Namibian teachers refer to him as “Uncle Don” and indeed that’s what his congress name tag read. On the evening of August 26, I embarked on the 40-hour journey of airplanes, airports, and car travel to reach Tsumeb in northern Namibia. I arrived at 5:00 p.m. on Friday, August 28, and I was scheduled to speak to the approximately 300 delegates at the congress at 6:00 p.m. I knew I would be making the speech almost immediately on arrival and so I made sure it was well prepared in advance. The adrenalin and excitement associated with being in Africa helped too. The following day was the final day of the congress. Among other things, NANTU members debated admission tests imposed by some principals (NANTU called for the abolition of these tests as unfair and discriminatory), a fee increase (it passed), the length of term-of-office for elected officers (they went to five-year terms!), recruiting student teachers, and establishing a retired teachers’ association as per the BCTF model. There was a wonderful band that played during breaks and sometimes during the session. There was much singing and dancing. To the delight of another international guest, David Chinavane from Mozambique, there were frequent shouts of Viva, NANTU, Viva! David told us that the shouts of “Viva” originated with the Mozambique movement for elimination of apartheid and independence from Portugal. That explained how a union in a country with German, then Afrikaans, then English as its official languages, ended up with cries of “Viva, NANTU, Viva!” To our delight there were sometimes cries of “Viva, BCTF, Viva!” as well. On the final afternoon of the congress, there were elections both for full-time officers of the central union and for 20 members on the National Teachers’ Council. The election process took until 10:00 p.m. and was followed by a gala dinner, which was served at midnight and, in true African style, consisted mostly of meat. I was delighted to discover that NANTU is worse than the BCTF for making their activists work long hours and going into the wee hours with events related to their large meetings! After the Congress, NANTU invited us to take a two-day trip into the Etosha game park. Several members of the NANTU staff accompanied us. Etosha was an amazing experience. The Etosha Pan is a dried up salt water lake surrounded by plains that are filled with an amazing array of animals. We saw zebras, giraffes, spring bok, hartebeast, wildebeest, impala, lions, rhinos, ostrich, warthogs, hyenas, jackals, etc. The highlight was watching 60 elephants at a water hole spraying, playing, and rolling in the mud and water. The next day, we left the park and travelled north of Etosha National Park close to the Angolan border. The scenery changes dramatically from central Namibia to the north. In the north, traditional African homes on subsistence farms line the road along with very small shops and bars with colourful names. My favourite was “Fanny Resting.” The vast majority of black Africans continue to live in the north because the repressive apartheid policies of South African rule restricted their access to the farming area in central Namibia controlled by white Germans and South Africans. After a visit to the school of the NANTU president, Simeon Kavila, we travelled another 80 kilometres into the bush. Our NANTU guide needed a local guide to help him find the way to “Kate’s” school. Kate attended a BCTF training a number of years ago. She insisted that a number of the trainers accompany her to her community where she taught under a tree in the bush. The BCTF trainers, including Susan Lambert, Sheila Pither, and Don Reader proceeded to raise funds through the BCTF and our locals—Burnaby Teachers’ Association and Vancouver Elementary and Secondary School Teachers’ Associations. There is now a two-room primary school near Kate’s tree. Queen Alexandra Elementary School in Vancouver raised money for the pit toilets out back and they are dutifully labelled “Queen Alexandra.” Henderson Elementary School and Kitsilano Secondary School also helped fund needy project in Namibia (another school and construction of an Aids orphanage). Though schools were not in session while we were in Namibia, when we drove up to the school we were greeted by a large group of children, the school board, and members of the community of all ages. As we opened our doors, the children began to sing beautifully in English. The children are educated in their native language until Grade 4 so there is no doubt there was considerable rehearsal time for the song. I am not sure whether there was a dry eye among the foreigners. That evening, we returned to Oshikati, a large city in the north and the site of a BCTF/NANTU three-day training that was to begin the next day. I expected that I would “bring greetings” from the BCTF to the 18 or 20 teachers eager to give up some their winter holidays to work on behalf of their union. Imagine my surprise when we arrived at the training the next morning and I discovered that at 10:15 there was to be “motivational speech” given by Irene Lanzinger, president of the BCTF. Thankfully, my work in the Federation has given me plenty of opportunities to speak so I had some previous speeches to draw on. The following day we left Don Reader and a NANTU staff member to continue with the training and made the long journey back to Windhoek, the capital city. The trip to Namibia will leave me with many wonderful memories; our NANTU friends, the singing and dancing at the congress, the amazing scenery and animals, the voices of Kate’s students, and the remarkable Namibian countryside. But as a leader of the BCTF, the most significant experience I had in Namibia was when a number of NANTU members at the congress expressed the view that they would not be involved in the leadership of their union without the training they received from the BCTF. We have made a difference for Namibian teachers. As I said to them, we have been honoured to help them build their union and we have learned a great deal from them. They have built a strong union on the foundation of a very difficult struggle for independence and freedom from racism and oppression. Our international work, as exemplified by our work with NANTU, is at the heart of our claim to be a social justice union. Irene Lanzinger is the BCTF president. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9870,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2002 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 2, Nov./Dec. 2002 Trustees vote unanimously to sell resources and expertise offshore by Kathleen Thomson School District 43 (Coquitlam) Business Company is up and running. Tuesday, October 21, 2002, Coquitlam trustees carried unanimously a motion to expand the International Education Program by: establishing an international college here in Coquitlam, and incorporating a business company (School District No. 43 Business Company) in order to establish offshore schools in foreign countries. In addition, the secretary-treasurer Lorcan O’Melinn reported to trustees on additional "revenue making" plans: The Audiology Clinic at Porter Elementary School: This service for Coquitlam students may be expanded to include "clients" from other agencies, and may involve the offering of private testing services. Tutorial Services: The district is looking into providing "expanded tutorial services" outside the normal school day. Food Services: Increased profit-making endeavours are proposed, including the expansion of fountain drink dispensers, etc. Weekend/summer workshops, programs, immersion courses: The district is examining providing programs in Spanish, Korean, and Japanese immersion and weekend "workshops" in math, science, and English. Prior to the trustees’ approval of establishing an international college in Coquitlam (up and running by next September) and offshore school(s) likely in Taiwan, Korea, and/or China, a senior manager in charge of International Education programs gave a promotional presentation replete with glowing tributes to the district and teachers and statements to the effect that offshore expansion means participation in a new "global alumni" of friendship. Her slide-show presentation did not include a single cautionary note. Alarming facts None of the proposals was discussed with any partner groups beforehand, even though it is obvious that teachers and their collective agreements may or will be affected. Instead, news of these initiatives was dropped like a series of bombshells, seemingly with the full support of every trustee and senior manager in the room. The proposals were approved in what appeared to be a near vacuum of background information. For example, no official appeared to be clear on whether contractual teachers would be utilized in the various endeavours. No one spoke of the possible necessity of altering the school calendar to accommodate weekend and summer instruction. No facts were given as to expected costs vs. expected revenues for 2002-03 or the following years. No one commented on whether similar initiatives from neighbouring Lower Mainland districts might compromise the financial success of offshore schools. No explanation was given as to how recruitment of overseas students would be handled; instead, trustees were told that details were "secret" so as not to inform the "competition." No one mentioned issues of exploitation and cultural imperialism that logically must accompany discussions of this nature. They tried to deny that the sale of resources, curriculum, and the services of teachers was a form of privatization. Yes, this is the "New Era" in public education, and this is how the ideology behind the "New Era" comes to fruition here in Coquitlam. Kathleen Thomson is president of the Coquitlam Teachers’ Association and a member-at-large of the BCTF Executive Committee. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/BCTFNews.aspx?id=31572,2014: We are resolute, January 8, 2014  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development BCTF News archive 2013–14  2012–13  2011–12     2010–11  2009–10    En français  Home > Publications > Newsletters and Alerts > BCTF News > 2013-14 Archive     Volume 19, Number 11, January 8, 2014 Our number one goal: A fair deal for teachers FSAs: View BCTF info on web page Ministry of Education releases class-size and composition numbers New teachers’ conference: Registration opens January 20 It’s your right: Wear your button or t-shirt Good news for Fortis and North Shore Winter Club workers; IKEA employees still in lurch Our number one goal: A fair deal for teachers We are resolute in our goal for 2014: to negotiate a collective agreement that includes a fair salary increase, class-size and composition improvements, improved preparation-time, improved provision for teachers teaching on call and more support for our students. Keep informed by reading the bargaining bulletins posted on the BCTF portal. We especially want to draw your attention to the bargaining session that occurred just before the break. As well, please make every effort to attend local union meetings for the latest information. If you have questions or concerns, don’t hesitate to contact your local president. Bargaining resumes January 21, 2014. Undoubtedly, we need every member’s support to achieve our goal. Remember, together we are stronger.  FSAs: View BCTF info on web page The Ministry of Education has scheduled the Foundational Skills Assessment (FSAs) for Grades 4 and 7 students to begin January 13 and end on February 21. The BCTF remains firm that neither the FSAs, nor the way results are shared with parents or the public, exemplify good educational practice. The yearly FSA protocol agreed to by the BCTF and BCPSEA allows for teachers to send BCTF-produced information about the FSAs home to parents. As well, teachers can send home FSA exemption letters. Parents can excuse their child from writing the FSA. However, as stated by the protocol agreement, the exemption letter must be sent home in an envelope and the exemption slip upon return, must be given to the school administrator. We’ve updated our FSA web page and you will find relevant information, including information for parents. Please call your local teacher union office if you have any questions or need more information about the distribution of materials to parents or the administration of FSAs in your school district. Ministry of Education releases class-size and composition numbers The Ministry of Education has just published the class-size and composition data for 2013–14. While the number of classes over 30 is down, the number of classes with more than three students with IEPs is at a record high of 16,163.  Almost 1 in 4 classes in the province, 23.4%, now have more than three students with IEPs. Although the average sizes of elementary and secondary classes have remained relatively unchanged from last year, the average size of Kindergarten classes is now 19.3 students—the highest average size reported in a decade. Considering BC spends $1,000 less per year per student than the national average, these class-size and class-composition numbers shouldn’t come as a surprise.  Provincial overview  District and individual school data  New teachers’ conference: Registration opens January 20 Save the date! The BCTF-sponsored professional development conference for new teachers, new TTOCs, and student teachers opens January 20. The conference takes place on February 28 and March 1 in Richmond, BC. Click here to open the conference bulletin. Remember to contact your local teacher union to find out about accessing professional development funds to attend the conference. It’s your right: Wear your button or t-shirt A new Freedom of Expression Protocol Agreement was signed between BCTF and BCPSEA in October 2013, regarding the distribution of union/political materials to parents via students or to parents on school property. In conjunction with this, a number of local freedom of expression grievances that arose in Cranbrook, Nanaimo, Vancouver, and Prince Rupert were settled in our favour and with prejudice. Teachers who were told to remove buttons, t-shirts, or signs bearing “political” and other messages have now received apologies, and the school districts involved have admitted their administration overstepped the bounds of their authority in issuing such orders. Both written and verbal directions have been withdrawn, and letters have been removed from teachers’ files. The result is that we have clarified teachers’ rights to display messages, including “political” or “union” messages, on buttons, t-shirts, and signs in schools and on school grounds. Here is a list of some of the messages that were the subject of directions from administration and grievances from locals: “EVERYONE is a SOMEONE in a Small Class” “Kids deserve more, Bill 22 gives less” “Negotiate, don’t legislate” “Bill 22, Attacking Workers One Bill at a Time” “Kids Matter, Teachers Care” “Teachers Want a Fair Deal” “End a Decade of Cuts to Public Education” “If provoked we will strike” “Our Charter Rights, 2.b or not 2.b” “28-01-02 A Decade of Cuts” “Standing up for BC Students” “Stronger Together” “BC Media fails Public Education. Can you spell b-i-a-s?” “It is not about a raise, it is about your child’s education” “I commit to a Bully-Free Life” “Bullying Stops Here” “I am the BCTF” “Proud to be a teacher” Locals and the BCTF are free to provide buttons, t-shirts, and signs to members with such messages, and teachers are free to wear and display them in their classrooms and on school grounds without interference or direction from administration. However, teachers are advised that they should not discuss political or union messaging with students during class. Good news for Fortis and North Shore Winter Club workers; IKEA employees still in lurch Two long and bitter BC labour disputes were recently settled. After nearly six months without pay, more than 200 locked-out members of the International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers, Local 213 and Fortis agreed to take outstanding issues to binding arbitration. And, CUPE 389 members at the North Shore Winter Club returned to work after being locked out by their employer for more than seven months. The union and the winter club reached an agreement on December 23, 2013. We can’t forget about the Teamsters, Local 213 and their lockout with IKEA. This nasty dispute is now in its eighth month. An international panel, including representatives from IKEA’s home country of Sweden, released its report in December. It states:  “IKEA Richmond’s management has abandoned the stated values of the ‘IKEA family’ by adopting a radical anti-worker agenda that opposes unionization campaigns and encourages union decertification. The lockout of 350 employees since May 13, 2013 for rejecting a discriminatory wage system and subsequent worker intimidation is not compatible with the ideals and practices espoused in IKEA’s own global standards and it is also certainly out of keeping with the vast majority of labour negotiations, strikes and lockouts in British Columbia.” Read the panel report here. Thank you to all BCTF members who sent messages of support and joined these three groups of union members on their picket lines.     Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com//params/si,Staffroom Confidential Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Sorry, the page you were looking for in this blog does not exist. Sorry, the page you were looking for in this blog does not exist. Home Subscribe to: Posts (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts All Comments Atom All Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ▼  September (9) Reflections on the BC Teacher Strike BC Teacher strike - Lessons learned Response to Sandy Garossino Will the Education Fund improve classroom conditio... Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Class composition: a human rights perspective Class size and composition - a short visual histor... Guest post - I WILL HOLD THE LINE Teachers - let your leadership know it is time to ... ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com//debug/CSI/,Staffroom Confidential Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Sorry, the page you were looking for in this blog does not exist. Sorry, the page you were looking for in this blog does not exist. Home Subscribe to: Posts (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts All Comments Atom All Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ▼  September (9) Reflections on the BC Teacher Strike BC Teacher strike - Lessons learned Response to Sandy Garossino Will the Education Fund improve classroom conditio... Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Class composition: a human rights perspective Class size and composition - a short visual histor... Guest post - I WILL HOLD THE LINE Teachers - let your leadership know it is time to ... ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=24163,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > October 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 2, October 2011   President’s message  By Susan Lambert   “The best thing about this job action is that I’ve realized just how much I had taken on in addition to teaching—I hope we never go back to taking on all that work again.” I’ve been to many general meetings this fall and I’ve heard many anecdotes about teachers creating more space and more time for their true passion: teaching and learning. Moira Mackenzie ran into a teacher at a garden centre who recognized Moira and asked, “You wouldn’t be teachers, would you? Isn’t Phase 1 wonderful!?” She said that every time her principal tries to send a task her way she says, “Oh, no, I don’t think that would add to my joy of teaching, do you?” Phase 1 has created some possibilities for us. Many are finding they have more energy for teaching. Many have found that making decisions for ourselves, making choices that benefit our students has empowered us as professionals while at the same time it’s serving its’ purpose. The Labour Relations Board describes the purpose this way: “The Board has recognized that stretching management and excluded personnel resources is a legitimate process to achieve the object of exerting pressure on an employer in order to shorten a labour dispute.” from BCLRB No. B431/2001 As we mount this job action we will at times feel the pressure to go along to get along. It is in our nature to make things work. We don’t like to confront and we don’t like tension. But we have worked for too long to patch and prop up this system and to maintain its high quality. And for too long, that work has been done by teachers alone. It is time now for teachers to re-discover the joy of teaching. It is time now for our administrators to step up to the plate and to advocate for their teaching colleagues, for students, and for the system itself. At one general meeting a teacher told this cautionary tale at the microphone: A doctor, a lawyer, and a teacher were in the line-up facing execution by guillotine. They were told that lately there had been problems with the blade and if it hung up they would be free to go. The doctor went first and the blade suddenly stopped about a third of the way to the block. The doctor walked away free. The lawyer was next and the blade again hung up about halfway to its destination. The lawyer was freed. When the teacher stepped up he said to the executioner pointing to the blade assembly “I think I see your problem.” The next time your administrator tries to send a chore your way you may want to ask instead what she or he has done to help return our rights to bargain class size and composition? You may want to ask them what, specifically, have they done to advocate publicly for more education funding? Or you may want to ask, what have they done to advocate for fair compensation for teachers? And the next time your administrator asks you to take on yet another task, you may want to say, as one teacher did: “I don’t think so, I don’t think that will increase my joy in teaching.” Susan Lambert is BCTF president.  Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=32098,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > March 2014 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 26, Number 5, March 2014   Teacher mentoring: Learning flows both ways  By Susan Croll   Wikipedia defines mentorship as a personal relationship in which a more experienced or more knowledgeable person helps to guide a less experienced or less knowledgeable person. It describes true mentoring as more than just answering occasional questions or providing ad hoc help. Mentoring is an ongoing relationship of learning, dialogue, and challenge. And that is how Lori Nelson and Bianca Mirabelli describe their mentoring relationship. They met three years ago when Mirabelli became Nelson’s student teacher in Kamloops. After her practicum, Mirabelli secured a teaching position in Clearwater and when the Kamloops and District Teachers’ Association, along with SD73, joined the mentoring pilot project supported by the BCTF, UBC, and the BC School Superintendents’ Association (BCSSA), Mirabelli and Nelson signed up, reigniting their former relationship. They are both secondary teachers and their subject areas include English, Creative Writing, and French as a Second Language. Nelson, an experienced teacher with 26 years in the classroom has mentored informally for many years but never in a formal mentoring program like this one. In this program, the key difference is time. Both the mentor and the mentee are given time to observe each other teaching and then time to discuss and debrief their observations. Nelson says that being in a mentoring relationship with someone new to teaching is invigorating. “One of the greatest personal benefits is all of the professional reading I’m doing.” She likes that her relationship with Mirabelli has turned itself on its head. “I am the supposed mentor, but while observing Bianca teach a lesson on the narrative, I learned something totally new. I found her lesson so helpful. I always wanted to teach the novel, Indian Horse, but did not have any resources. Now I have ideas and a plan, thanks to my mentee.” Mirabelli disagrees with the unfortunate, but common attitude, that a teacher who becomes a mentee is a poor or not good enough teacher. She comments that a 13-week practicum is simply not long enough to truly learn how to become a good teacher. “Mentoring is an awesome opportunity. I love learning and this is a good way for me to keep learning.” She adds that mentoring has helped her adjust to having her own classroom and to maintain work-life balance. “I get to ask questions that were never discussed in university, like what to expect from students, what’s typical, what’s not. These are questions that Lori and I can talk about openly and freely.” No relationship comes without its challenges and the geographic distance between Kamloops and Clearwater is their greatest hurdle. “It is about an hour-and-a-half drive between our schools so even though the project gives us time to meet, it still is a long way to drive both ways in one day,” Nelson says. “Because Bianca lives in Kamloops and comes home on weekends, we meet for coffee every Saturday morning and debrief the week. It’s a good time to talk, to listen. That is what a good mentor does, she listens. You have to give the person you’re mentoring the space to talk, to vent, to ask questions. The mentee needs to feel safe and respected, not judged. You want to build a collaborative relationship.” Mirabelli says that mentoring is working for her because she and Lori share similar values and suspend their egos when they meet making it safe to ask questions. She suggests that any teacher looking for a mentor needs to be clear why they want a mentor. “Know what you want and need from the relationship. Think about your goals before you enter into a mentoring relationship.” “Ideally, however,” Nelson interjects, “for practical and logistical reasons, your mentoring partner should work at the same school you do. And you should both love the same or similar subjects. You will have more in common then.” Nelson wishes that mentoring was available for all new teachers, especially those who tend to be shy or find themselves in an unfamiliar situation. “Sometimes people who are shy don’t feel comfortable asking questions or new teachers find themselves working in a rural school when they’ve lived in a city their whole lives. Mentoring can be tremendously useful in these situations.” She also points out that the role of teachers has changed so dramatically that new teachers may need some help navigating such complex roles. Mirabelli suggests that mentoring isn’t just for new teachers but can be useful for teachers teaching new subjects or age or grade levels. Regardless of why one chooses to opt for mentoring, both teachers state that in the end it is students who benefit. They say that school districts need to understand and embrace this concept. Mentorship works for students because the result of a good mentoring relationship means that teachers become better at what they love to do. To get more information about mentoring or on how your local/district can apply to the New Teacher Mentoring Project, call Alison Davies at 604-871-1823 or visit the BCTF website at bctf.ca and follow the links to the New Teacher Mentoring Project. _______________ Susan Croll, Teacher newsmagazine editor  CONFERENCE Teacher Mentorship: A Provincial Conversation Richmond, BC  April 10–11, 2014  For more information and to register, go to: http://teachermentorshipbc.com Twitter: @MentorshipBC    Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20140930,www.bcpsea.bc.ca,http://www.bcpsea.bc.ca/static/r07/embed004.css,IIS 7.5 Detailed Error - 404.0 - Not Found Server Error in Application "BCPSEA.BC.CA" Internet Information Services 7.5 Error Summary HTTP Error 404.0 - Not Found The resource you are looking for has been removed, had its name changed, or is temporarily unavailable. Detailed Error Information Module IIS Web Core Notification MapRequestHandler Handler StaticFile Error Code 0x80070002 Requested URL http://www.bcpsea.bc.ca:80/static/r07/embed004.css Physical Path C:\inetpub\vhosts\bcpsea.bc.ca\httpdocs\static\r07\embed004.css Logon Method Anonymous Logon User Anonymous Most likely causes: The directory or file specified does not exist on the Web server. The URL contains a typographical error. A custom filter or module, such as URLScan, restricts access to the file. Things you can try: Create the content on the Web server. Review the browser URL. Create a tracing rule to track failed requests for this HTTP status code and see which module is calling SetStatus. For more information about creating a tracing rule for failed requests, click here. Links and More Information This error means that the file or directory does not exist on the server. Create the file or directory and try the request again. View more information »)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "RT @nationalpost: Tories' temporary foreign worker overhaul is 'tragically misdirected': Christy Clark http://t.co/EV5YPyV9lC" @John_Yap - 02:49pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20140925,www.familiesfundingteachers.ca,http://www.familiesfundingteachers.ca/wp-includes/SimplePie/XML/Declaration/?C=M;O=A,Index of /wp-includes/SimplePie/XML/Declaration Index of /wp-includes/SimplePie/XML/Declaration Name Last modified Size Description Parent Directory   -   Parser.php 29-Aug-2014 12:50 7.0K   Apache/2.2.22 (Debian) Server at www.familiesfundingteachers.ca Port 80)
(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/BenulaLarsen/status/511909611067039744,Benula Larsen on Twitter: "Victoria Teachers at Blanshard and Bay Wow!!! Spirits are high @bctf @gvta http://t.co/vpXBLQySFY" টুইটার অনুসন্ধান অনুসন্ধান টুইটার খুঁজুন সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ ভাষা : বাংলা. हिन्दी Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন টুইটার-এ নতুন ? আজই যোগদান করুন » সাইন ইন করুন ফোন, ইমেল বা ব্যবহারকারীর নাম পাসওয়ার্ড সাইন ইন আমাকে মনে রাখুন পাসওয়ার্ড ভুলে গেছেন? ইতিমধ্যে আপনি কি টেক্সট বার্তার মাধ্যমে টুইটার ব্যবহার করছেন? অনুসরণ অনুসরণ করা কর্মসমূহ:অনুসরণ না করা অবরুদ্ধ অবরোধ মুক্ত মুলতুবি বাতিল Benula Larsen ‏ @BenulaLarsen ১৬ সেপ্টেম্বর Victoria Teachers at Blanshard and Bay Wow!!! Spirits are high @bctf @gvta pic.twitter.com/vpXBLQySFY প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট পুনঃটুইটগুলি ২ প্রিয় ২ ৯:০৮ পূর্বাহ্ণ - ১৬ সেপ্টেম্বর, ২০১৪ Benula Larsen থেকে কোন আপডেট মিস্ করবেন না © 2014 টুইটার সম্বন্ধে সহায়তা বিজ্ঞপ্তি তথ্য বন্ধ মিডিয়াটিকে চিহ্নিত করুন এটি ইতিমধ্যে সংবেদনশীল কন্টেন্ট ধারণকারী হিসাবে চিহ্নিত হয়েছে। পতাকা তুলুন এটি সম্ভাব্যরূপে অবৈধ বিষয়বস্তুর ধারণকারী হিসেবে। সমর্পণ করা বাতিল মিডিয়াকে চিহ্নিত করা সম্পর্কে আরো জানুন খারিজ বন্ধ পূর্ববর্তী পরবর্তী বন্ধ একজন ব্যক্তির প্রোফাইলে যান সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ বন্ধ আপনার অনুসরণকারীদের এই পুনঃটুইটটি পাঠাবেন? বাতিল পুনঃটুইট বন্ধ আপনি কি নিশ্চিত যে এই টুইট মুছে দিতে চান? বাতিল মুছে ফেলুন বন্ধ রোধ করন বাতিল রোধ করন আপনার টুইটসমুহে একটি অবস্থান যুক্ত করুন যখন একটি অবস্থানের সঙ্গে আপনার টুইট করেন, টুইটার সেই অবস্থান সংরক্ষণ করে। প্রত্যেক টুইটের আগে আপনি আপনার অবস্থান চালু / বন্ধ করতে পারেন, এবং যে কোনও সময় আপনি আপনার অবস্থানের ইতিহাস মুছে ফেলতে পারেন। আরো জানুন অবস্থান চালু করুন এখন নয় স্থান বন্ধ করুন বন্ধ প্রোফাইল সারসংক্ষেপ বন্ধ আপনার তালিকাসমূহ বন্ধ একটি নতুন তালিকা তৈরি করুন নাম তালিকা বিবরণ 100 অক্ষরের কম, ঐচ্ছিক তালিকাসমূহ:গোপনীয়তা সাধারণ · যে কেউ এই তালিকা অনুসরণ করতে পারেন ব্যক্তিগত · শুধুমাত্র আপনিই এই তালিকায় প্রবেশ করতে পারবেন তালিকা সংরক্ষণ করুন বন্ধ বন্ধ এই টুইট স্থাপিত কর আপনার নীচের ওয়েবসাইটে কোডটি অনুলিপি দ্বারা এই টুইট যোগ করুন * আরও জানুন হুম, সার্ভারে পৌঁছনোর একটি সমস্যা ছিল। পরে আবার চেষ্টা করবেন? প্রকৃত টুইট অন্তর্ভুক্ত করুন অন্তর্ভুক্ত মিডিয়া প্রাকদর্শন বন্ধ টুইটারে নিবন্ধন করুন টুইটারে নেই? নিবন্ধন করুন, আপনির পছন্দের বিষয়গুলির সাথে যুক্ত হন, এবং তাদের বিষয়ে হালনাগাদ পান। একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন » বন্ধ দুটি উপায় (প্রেরণ এবং গ্রহণ) শর্ট কোড: দেশ কোড গ্রাহকদের জন্য মার্কিন যুক্তরাষ্ট্র 40404 (যে কোন) কানাডা 21212 (যে কোন) যুক্তরাজ্য 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM হাইতি 40404 Digicel, Voila আয়ারল্যান্ড 51210 Vodafone, O2 ভারত 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance ইন্দোনেশিয়া 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » অন্য দেশসমুহের এসএসএস সংক্ষিপ্ত কোড দেখুন বন্ধ নিশ্চিতকরণ)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=26183,BCTF News Releases  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources   For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development News Release Archives 2014  2013  2012    2011 2010  2009  2008 2007  2006  Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2012 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  March 8, 2012 Teachers will not be doing retroactive report cards  Members of the BC Teachers’ Federation will decline to make up report cards that were not issued prior to passage of Bill 22, BCTF President Susan Lambert said today.   In response to Education Minister George Abbott’s comments today that he intends to compel teachers to issue retroactive report cards, Lambert noted that, since September, teachers have been communicating regularly with parents through a variety of informal means: phone calls, e-mails, notes to the home, etc.    “The minister knows full well that teachers have been communicating with parents to ensure they are aware of how their children are doing in class,” Lambert said. “In fact, many parents have said they prefer the more informal personal contacts to the official reporting.”  From the beginning of the “teach only” campaign, the BCTF has been very clear that Grade 12 final grades and marks required for graduation, post-secondary application, and scholarship purposes will be provided. Grade 12 students and their parents should not be concerned that their post-secondary plans will be in any way hampered by job action.  Lambert added: “Minister Abbott is ignoring a commonly accepted labour relations principle: struck work is simply not done. Clearly a requirement to make it up would render any strike ineffective. In this dispute, report cards would be considered struck work.”  She said: “It is unfortunate that Mr. Abbott is once again needlessly inflaming an already tense situation. His comments show once again the disrespect this government has for teachers and the work we do.” -  30  - For more information, contact Nancy Knickerbocker, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell). Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=14684&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 20, Number 3, November/December 2007 On being well: The simple truth of wellness By Julia Johnson The October 27, 2007 Vancouver Sun, was a special edition on personal health and wellness. According to guest editor Dr. Penny Day, "Health is the No. 1 issue facing Canadians. Thats a very important reason to educate the public on the health system and their health care." Apparently, when it comes to determining how long we can be expected to live, Dr. Thomas Perls, who heads the New England Centenarian Study, (the worlds largest study of those over the age of 100) states, "that based on available research approximately 30% of our health is genetic, which means that 70% is within our control." For the past five years, the focus of this wellness column has been to work within the framework of these two perspectivesto educate by appealing to the wisdom we have been given, but often ignore, for making choices about our health that are within 70% of our control. The central issue of implementing a healthcare plan is an early diagnosis from a skilled medical team. Today, the availability of the Internet enables individuals to begin this diagnostic process before seeing a doctor. With 5% of all Internet searches being health related this is evidence that people are endeavouring to take action for their own health. However, part of accepting responsibility for ones health goes beyond seeking solutions only when ill health begins to rear its ugly head, but requires that we establish a preventative healthcare plan that is woven into the fabric of the way we live. The very simple truth is we are brought to life with a first breath and our life ends with a last breath and in between these two breaths are the choices we make that create the wellness pages of the book of our life. More often than not these wellness pages are reduced to background images as we pursue education, careers, relationships, causes, financial success, and recognition. The lifetime pursuit of these goals easily becomes the foreground to the emotional drama that frequently has an impact upon our ability to keep well. At the onset of life, however, as we learn and grow as children, our life is simple; it is not infused with complicated decisions that require logic and reason. The pages in our book as children are filled with the feelings and emotions we are experiencing at the time. We are either happy or unhappy based upon whether or not we like or dont like what we are doing. If we like something and are happy, then we stay engaged in the activity. If we are unhappy and dont like the experience then we become disengaged. Simple! This simple truth is worth remembering when we are faced with lifes choices. Dr. Phil of TV fame has created a counselling empire using this simple truth with his renowned question, "Hows that working for you?" Such a question gets to the root of ones feelings and helps determine a course of action that comes from the heart. When we make decisions that take into account how we feel, instead of only listening to the voice of logic and reason, we begin to understand what makes us happy, and what we are good at. With this knowledge we are better able to connect with the heart and soul of who we are, thus creating pages in our book of life where wellness becomes part of the foreground in all we do. Julia Johnson, is a retired learning resource teacher in Quesnel and a BCTF PD wellness associate. livingjewels@shaw.ca.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/francais/NouvellesFECB.aspx?id=32301&printPage=true,Nouvelles de la FECB Vol.19 No.16, 4 mars 2014  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Français > Nouvelles de la FECB > 2013-14 Archive     Volume 19, Numéro 16, 4 mars 2014 Réponse à Michael Smyth : Une ancienne élève décrit les choses telles qu’ elles sont Vote de grève : Envoyer un message fort à la BCPSEA et au gouvernement Résultats du vote de grève en direct à 21h30 le 6 mars Knowledge Network lance une nouvelle série sur l'histoire du travail Le Programme Avantage de la FECB offre des rabais pour les membres Célébrer la Journée internationale des femmes, ce samedi 8 mars Le Golden Tree Memorial lancé Conférence de nouveaux enseignants un succès phénoménal Manuel pour les nouveaux enseignants : Version mobile Inscrivez votre nom pour vous joindre à des comités consultatifs de la FECB Réponse à Michael Smyth : Une ancienne élève décrit les choses telles qu’ elles sont  Après que le chroniqueur du Province Michael Smyth ait écrit un autre article tournant en dérision la négociation des enseignants, une récente diplômée du secondaire de Langley a écrit à Smyth pour lui présenter son point de vue. Megan McCloy nous a donné la permission de partager sa lettre avec vous. Honnêtement M. Smyth ? Je suis d’accord, soyons honnêtes. Vous avez demandé : qu'en est-il des élèves, comme conclusion de mes 12 années récentes dans nos écoles publiques, permettez-moi de vous informer. Pourquoi ai-je passé la plupart de mes 12 années d'études dans une salle de classe de plus de 31 élèves ? Pourquoi ai-je lu des romans de l'école où sur la couverture figuraient les initiales de mes parents ? Pourquoi l'eau coulant du robinet avait une coloration brune et verte ? Pourquoi faisait-il si froid dans mon école que les becs Bunsen étaient utilisés comme source de chaleur ? Pourquoi des programmes ont été coupés en raison du sous-financement ? Je ne sais pas M. Smyth si quelqu'un peut être honnête? Oui, quelqu'un peut l’être - mes professeurs. Ils sont honnêtes dans leur combat quotidien, protégeant constamment leurs élèves le mieux possible de ces réalités atroces de notre système d'éducation. Donc, avant d’applaudir doucement et passionnément face à l'action de notre gouvernement, que diriez- vous de lui demander d'être honnête. Au lieu de faire des faux méchants des enseignants et des perdants héroïques du gouvernement, mettons à plat toutes nos conclusions sur l’honnêteté. Mes plus sincères excuses à titre d'élève si ce " gong show" a duré trop longtemps, mais c'est un combat que nos enseignants mènent pour un meilleur système d'enseignement pour que mes enfants ne reçoivent pas des romans usés recouverts de plus de noms que leur couverture ne peuvent en contenir. Mes professeurs sont solides et ne reculeront pas face aux jeux du gouvernement ou aux abus des médias. L'honnêteté de mes professeurs m'inspire chaque jour. Vous voulez de l’honnêteté M. Smyth, vous ne pouvez pas trouver plus d'honnêteté, de force et de détermination que dans les murs d'une école . Peut-on en dire autant de notre gouvernement ?   Vote de grève : Envoyer un message fort à la BCPSEA et au gouvernement Cliquez ici pour lire non pas une, mais dix raisons de voter pour lesquelles le Comité exécutif de la FECB recommande un vote de grève. Nous devons maintenir la pression sur l'équipe de négociation de la BCPSEA et leur montrer que nous sommes forts et unis dans notre détermination à parvenir à un accord négocié qui soit équitable pour les enseignants et qui offre un meilleur soutien pour nos élèves. La FECB et la BCPSEA sont en négociation le mardi 4 mars jusqu'à la fin de la semaine. S'il vous plaît, n'oubliez pas de voter! Donnez à la BCPSEA une bonne raison de négocier. Les rapports de la table seront affichés sur le portail des membres de la FECB tout au long de la semaine.      Résultats du vote de grève en direct à 21h30 le 6 mars Le président de la FECB Jim Iker annoncera publiquement les résultats du vote de grève lors d'une conférence de nouvelles jeudi soir, probablement avant 21h30. Le protocole de la FECB est de rapporter le résultat au Comité exécutif, aux présidents locaux et aux membres d'abord. Une fois cela fait, il n'y a vraiment aucun moyen de s'assurer que les résultats ne seront pas tweetés, transmis par courriel, affichés sur Facebook et ainsi de suite. Par conséquent, il est fort possible que les enseignants apprennent sur les médias sociaux les résultats en cours avant même de recevoir le courriel de la Fédération. En raison du grand nombre d'adresses électroniques, il faut jusqu'à quatre heures pour que tous les membres reçoivent le message. Les résultats seront affichés sur le site et vous pouvez regarder les nouvelles ici.  Knowledge Network lance une nouvelle série sur l'histoire du travail Working people : A history of labour in British Columbia (Les travailleurs : Une histoire du travail en Colombie-Britannique) est une série de 30 vignettes qui sera diffusée à partir du 20 mars sur Knowledge Newtork. Rarement racontée, cette histoire importante des personnes travaillant en Colombie Britannique commence par la description des économies des Premières Nations avant la colonisation et met en évidence les contributions et les luttes des travailleurs tout au long des 19e et 20e siècles. Les mineurs dans l’or, les mineurs dans le charbon, les ouvriers chinois, les enfants travailleurs, les pêcheurs, les travailleurs dans les conserveries, les enseignants et les photographes ne sont que quelques-unes des personnes qui y figurent, tous illustrant la façon dont ils ont trimé à la construction de la province et à essayer de bâtir une meilleure vie. Bien qu’intéressantes en elles-mêmes, ces vignettes sont également appropriées pour les élèves de l’intermédiaire et du secondaire et peuvent être utilisées comme un outil d'enseignement. Le Labour History Project (Projet d'histoire du travail), un organisme soutenu par le FECB, aura des vignettes disponibles pour les enseignants à utiliser après qu'elles aient été télédiffusées sur le Knowledge Newtork. Le Projet d'histoire du travail va aussi fournir des idées de plans de leçon allant avec la série. Nous vous informerons dès qu'elles seront disponibles. Cette série est divisée en trois sections d’une demi-heure.  La première section sera diffusée: Le jeudi, 20 mars à 19h30 et 23h30 Le vendredi, 21 mars à 18h30 Le samedi, 23 mars à 14h30 et 18h30.Les sections deux et trois seront diffusées à la même heure les deux semaines suivantes.      Le Programme Avantage de la FECB offre des rabais pour les membres    Bell a rejoint le programme Avantage de la FECB fournissant à nos membres des prix compétitifs sur les forfaits de téléphonie cellulaire. Les membres recevront : - des prix spécifiques à l’entreprise, qui comprend plus d'options (et parfois à un meilleur niveau de prix) que les prix réguliers. - l'accès aux avantages Bell à l’entreprise qui offre des rabais exclusifs avec certains de leurs partenaires fournisseurs. - un contact de compte dédié pour des questions ou des modifications sur le compte. Rendez vous, s'il vous plaît ici, pour tous les détails.   Célébrer la Journée internationale des femmes, ce samedi 8 mars La Journée Internationale des femmes n'est pas seulement une journée pour célébrer, mais aussi une journée pour faire le bilan de la situation des femmes dans nos communautés, nos pays et dans le monde. Bien que l'égalité des femmes ait fait des progrès positifs dans de nombreux domaines au cours du siècle dernier, nous devons continuer à faire pression pour une plus grande égalité sociale et économique. Nous avons seulement besoin de regarder les phénomènes des viols sur de nombreux campus universitaires canadiens et les statistiques sur les violences faites aux femmes pour savoir que nous devons poursuivre nos efforts pour parvenir à l'égalité. Si on regarde les statistiques récentes sur l’écart salarial au Canada, nous constatons que l'écart diminue lentement, mais qu’il existe toujours. L’enquête de 2010 de l’Organisation de coopération et de développement économiques (OCDE) sur les écarts de salaires dans les pays développés indique que le Canada et les États-Unis ont un plus grand écart de salaire, même marginal, que la moyenne des pays membres de l'OCDE, à environ 21 % au Canada et 19 % aux États-Unis, comparativement à la moyenne de 17,6 % de l'OCDE. La Belgique, la Nouvelle-Zélande et la Pologne sont les seuls pays à enregistrer un écart salarial de 10% ou moins. Une partie de la sensibilisation à la situation des femmes est l'apprentissage de l'histoire des femmes, l'origine de la Journée internationale des femmes et pourquoi les femmes et les hommes tirent tous des avantages lorsque l'égalité est atteinte. Voici le lien vers la page web de la BCTF sur le Statut des femmes, avec des plans de leçon, des sites Web et d'autres ressources à utiliser pour l'enseignement sur la Journée internationale des femmes. (De nouveaux plans de leçon sur la JIF ont été ajoutés récemment.) Beaucoup de communautés de toute la province planifient des événements pour commémorer la Journée internationale des femmes. Communiquez avec le bureau de votre syndicat local des enseignants pour savoir comment vous pouvez participer à l'événement de votre communauté.     Le Golden Tree Memorial lancé Tôt un matin de mars de 2007, 3 femmes, tassées avec 14 autres, dans un fourgon de travail mal entretenu et dangereux, ont perdu la vie lorsque le conducteur a perdu le contrôle sur une route près d'Abbotsford, en Colombie-Britannique. Ces morts insensées ont suscité un examen provincial du transport des employés agricoles/sur les fermes et une enquête du coroner qui ont donné lieu à des règles, des règlements et une application plus strictes, ce qui rend le travail agricole plus sûr. Le Golden Tree restera comme un monument à ces femmes, aux  sacrifices de leurs familles et amis, et comme un puissant rappel des conséquences de travail dangereux. L'arbre sera construit avec le soutien généreux des dons du gouvernement, des organisations syndicales, des entreprises, des groupes communautaires et des dons de particuliers. La Fédération du travail de la Colombie-Britannique tient une veillée aux chandelles le samedi 8 mars, à Abbotsford pour rendre hommage à ces femmes. Vous pouvez voir l'interprétation de l'artiste de ce beau monument ici.   Conférence de nouveaux enseignants un succès phénoménal  Plus 400 nouveaux enseignants, 70 facilitateurs et 30 exposants ont participé à une conférence très animée pour les nouveaux enseignants vendredi et samedi derniers. Certains des travaux de la conférence sont capturés dans Storify, la voix des médias sociaux racontant une histoire. Regardez ici !     Manuel pour les nouveaux enseignants : Version mobile Vous trouverez tout ce qui existe dans la version en ligne dans cette version mobile. La différence? Cette version fonctionne avec les tablettes et les téléphones intelligents. Pour la voir, cliquez ici.  Inscrivez votre nom pour vous joindre à des comités consultatifs de la FECB Intéressé par le magazine Teacher ou par le travail sur la pauvreté ? Le Comité consultatif sur le magazine Teacher et le Comité d'action en justice sociale (groupe d'action anti-pauvreté) ont des postes ouverts pour les /sont à la recherche de nouveaux membres. Lisez ici pour plus d'informations sur ces possibilités et pour savoir comment poser votre candidature. )
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=17082&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2008 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 3, November 2008  Bloom with the Vancouver Cherry Blossom Festival March and April, 2009, Carole MacRury, a local published haiku poet and professional photographer,will offer Haiku Garden Workshops for children as part of the 2009 Cherry Blossom Festival. MacRury: “Haiku is taking a picture with your eye, like a cinematic freeze-frame image that evokes the essence of a moment keenly perceived in which nature is linked to human nature. MacRury stresses that haiku is written worldwide by all ages and that teachers can benefit by discovering the hidden depths of this small poetic form. “What is learned in the sessions doesn’t end there but can go back to the classroom and also on to the Internet, which is children’s natural communication today.” MacRury points out that the Internet has brought together a cross-culture sharing of haiku around the world. Simply put, she says, “Haiku is hot.” The workshops are at VanDusen Botanical Garden in Vancouver. Each holds no more than 30 students and is for Grades 5 to 9 inclusive. In each two-hour workshop children learn the experience of haiku by starting with an inspirational walk in the garden. This is followed by an audio/visual slide show of haiku and photography and then onward to an interactive discussion on haiku techniques that will have the children putting pen to paper. To register for the sessions contact Wendi Grigorian, Youth Education Co-ordinator 604-257-8669 or Festival Director Linda Poole, 604-767-9044. For information on the festival visit www.vcbf.ca.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=24469&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 3, November/December 2011   Teaching labour history More important now than ever  By Ken Novakowski   Since the Second World War, citizens belonging to the union movement and participating in the collective bargaining process have been able to maintain decent wages/salaries, establish reasonable benefits including pension plans to see them through retirement, and enjoy reasonably safe and healthy working conditions. All that is under attack now as we saw in the recent past with anti-labour legislation in Wisconsin and other American states virtually eliminating collective bargaining and in our own country, with continued disregard for the rights of working people by the Harper government. More recently, the emerging movement for a more equal society has moved the focus for many of our economic problems from unions and pensions to the wealthy who continue to increase their proportion of the overall income in this country by leaps and bounds while the majority of us are lucky if we can simply manage to maintain our standard of living. In the midst of the economic crisis, which now appears to be on-going, it has become clear that the much diminished organized labour movement in the western world has become the single most significant force in the struggle to maintain a viable middle class and a civil society. It is with this in mind that I raise the issue of the critical importance of labour history being taught in our schools as part of the curriculum and indeed as part of the history of this country and this province. The next generation of citizens must have the opportunity to learn about and understand the historical and pivotal role of the union movement in shaping the social safety net that has come to characterize the make-up of western democracies. Unions have fought not only for their own members but collectively for the betterment of all working people: for the introduction of such significant social programs as the minimum wage, hours of work, unemployment insurance, old age pensions, public housing, public education and yes, public healthcare or medicare. So much of what we have achieved together over the past few generations is now under attack by governments that denigrate the very role of the state in its responsibility for the well-being of all citizens by cutting back resources for important public services such as welfare, education, and healthcare. Right-wing governments consistently say they do not have the money to pay for these important programs. These same governments have instituted major tax cuts mostly again to the benefit of corporations and the more well to do in our society. The state has been complicit in the creation of a more unequal society. Promoting the classroom teaching of labour history and the role of the union movement is a major objective of the Labour Heritage Centre. It has been working with the BCTF, the BC Social Studies Teachers’ Association, the BC Federation of Labour, and others on a curriculum implementation project that works with teachers to support them in increasing their capacity to teach labour history and trade union issues in the classroom. We are together, working on the establishment of a web site that will be a major resource for teachers to turn to when they wish to teach labour history. The Labour Heritage Centre (LHC) is a voluntary organization of trade unionists and retired trade unionists who are working to promote a broader understanding of the role of working people in the creation of this province. The LHC played a central role in the development of the interpretive panels at the Vancouver Trade and Convention Centre West. These panels, both inside and outside the Convention Centre highlight the important contribution made by individuals and by groups of working people in shaping this province. If you haven’t seen these panels, they are worth the effort; they tell informative and fascinating stories about our past and honour the role of working people in building this province. The LHC is currently involved with the Knowledge Network in developing about 30 vignettes of events in BC labour’s past that will run extensively on the Knowledge Network once they are produced. When completed, these stories will be available for use by teachers. The aforementioned LHC curriculum implementation project, with assistance from the BCTF, is working on a number of initiatives to support teachers teaching labour history: They are: updating the Grade 10 and Grade 11 Social Studies units in Youth, Unions and You, a compendium of lesson plans developed jointly by the Ministry of Education, the BCTF, and the BC Federation of Labour in 2000. planning to develop lesson plans to accompany the stories on the interpretive panels at the Trade and Convention Centre West. planning to develop lesson plans to accompany the three-minute stories being developed by the Knowledge Network project. compiling a database of all labour history resources available in local and community museums and libraries throughout BC. The website resource would include access to all of this teaching material as well as other labour history resources identified by the LHC and others. The website would also allow teachers who develop their own lesson plans of labour history issues to share them with other teachers. If you are interested in becoming part of the BC Teaching Labour History Network and either being informed of or participating in future labour history teaching initiatives, please send your name and e-mail address to Ken Novakowski at knova@telus.net. There are other significant developments occurring in the area of labour studies. Simon Fraser University recently established the Morgan Centre for Labour Studies with a clear objective of establishing a labour studies program at SFU that will enable students to obtain a Bachelor’s Degree in Labour Studies. The focus over the next few years will be to develop an increasing number of senior courses on labour until degree requirements can be met. This was all made possible by a generous grant from Margaret Morgan last year. Morgan, who was a retired Coquitlam teacher (a past president of the Coquitlam Teachers’ Association) and administrator, passed away this summer. She and her late husband Lefty Morgan both contributed their time and energy to the growth and development of the union movement in this province and the promotion of human rights in Canada and internationally. Jim Sinclair, BC Federation of Labour president, played a pivotal role in the establishment of the Morgan Centre and now co-chairs the centre’s advisory committee.  Ken Novakowski, retired teacher, former BCTF executive director, past BCTF president, currently on the board of the Labour Heritage Centre. )
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/10/origins-of-bcedplan.html,Staffroom Confidential: Origins of the #bcedplan - Updated Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, October 2, 2012 Origins of the #bcedplan - Updated Note: This blog entry was picked up by Tyee writer Katie Hyslop, who did an excellent story available here: http://thetyee.ca/News/2012/10/05/BC-Education-Plan/ It is easy to think that we are immune here in Canada from the influence of the global "education reformers" who claim to want to improve schooling. What they really want is to reduce government expenditures, reduce public service delivery, reduce the levels of service publicly funded, and at the same time create a massive opportunity for private providers in the long sought after K-12 "market". In fact, BC is a case study in how these ideas have been purposely propagated as part of a global strategy. Take a look at GELP, otherwise knows as the Global Education Leaders' Program. If you are familiar with ALEC (the American Legislative Exchange Council - a right wing organization that is propagating reactionary legislation through all the US states), GELP will look frighteningly familiar. It is a global group of "leaders" with a vision - transform public services so they do less with less, with private partners. Kind of like Charter schools or vouchers. Except with the appearance of making things better. More 21st century. GELP describes themselves: "GELP is a community of system leaders, policy-makers and thought-leaders collaborating to transform education at local, national and international levels, to equip every learner with the knowledge and skills to thrive in the 21st century." They acknowledge their "partners": Promethean, a "global education company that supports teaching and learning through integrated technology and training."; the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation; Cicso Systems Inc; the Ellen Koshlan Family Fund; and Innovation Unit, a "not-for-profit social enterprise which supports innovation in public services." One of GELP's "Jurisdictions" is none other than BC. There is a proud link to the bcedplan video here: http://gelponline.org/gelp-community/jurisdictions/british-columbia. And a little more digging finds a GELP case study report on, yes, you guessed it, the bcedplan. You can find the whole thing here (http://gelponline.org/resources/transforming-education-case-study-british-columbia), but interestingly, the report identifies the origins of the plan:"At an international conference held in Vancouver in 2009, a team from the Ministry connected with Valerie Hannon, a director of Innovation Unit and a consultant in the Global Education Leaders’ Program (GELP). Her presentation, ‘Only Connect’, struck a chord with the BC Ministry and under the leadership of Gordon Campbell, then Premier in the Province, a series of high level meetings took place which resulted in a radical vision for transforming education in British Columbia." So what is Hannon's view of a "radical vision"? Some insight can be found in a paper she co-authored for Cisco Systems. In "Developing an Innovation Ecosystem for Education", the radical vision is described clearly: "how to design public services that deliver different and better outcomes at a lower cost." (page 7)  This is done through "radical efficiencies", such as "a reduction in the number of interventions made by professionals", "decommissioning of space", "looking to alternative providers", and having "users of services frequently assume a more active role in their delivery, which serves to enhance the benefits of the service for these and other users and to reduce the costs of provision". And how will the bceplan do less for less with this radical vision? Well, just one example is special education - perhaps one of the most expensive areas of our current school system. This process began back in 2002 with the elimination of targeted funding for most students with special needs. It has progressed through the decade with the elimination of class composition rules (placing a limit on the number of students with special needs in any one class to ensure integration not segregation, as well as adequate teacher time) and the loss of over 700 special education teachers. But here is how GELP's case study describes the "next wave of reform": "Decategorisation of special needs education. In the words of Rod Allen, there will be 'no labels and no medical model. In a 21st century personalised world, I’ll tell you what a special education looks like if you can tell me what a ‘normal’ education is.'” It is not surprising that Gordon Campbell was struck with Valerie Hannon's ideas. The past decade has been all about the same type of "savings" she describes. As the BC Education Coalition pointed out back in 2010, these "savings" took place even before the Ministry was in love with Hannon's ideas: Between 2000/01 and 2009/10, the Education Ministry reports that BC has seen a net loss of 148 schools ("decommisioning of space") Net loss since 2001-02 of public school teachers: 9% ("reduction in the number of interventions made by professionals") Students with Special Needs: grad rates for most districts have declined in recent years, some by double digits (perhaps a consequence of an unrealistic expectation that "users of services" will be able to "assume a more active role in their delivery" because we apparently no longer need "labels" or a "medical model" for students with disabilities) (Note: I wrote a related blog post a year ago...different company, same message: http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2011/10/transformation-agenda-for-bc-education.html) Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 3:01 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 4 comments: C. WelchOctober 2, 2012 at 8:04 PM Great post, Tara. Of course, it's a disheartening confirmation of what we all suspected, and it goes beyond just another neo-liberal nail in the coffin. On the other hand, I'm teaching a lesson tomorrow on euphemisms and jargon, and I've just discovered some great new examples!ReplyDelete SusanOctober 3, 2012 at 7:38 AM Thanks for a good blog. I'm going to look more into this GELP thing. I think that education needs to go drastically in the OTHER direction from what they suggest.ReplyDelete René MarcelOctober 5, 2012 at 2:23 PM Excellent continued justification for our cynicism. Let's hope this kind of awareness will build to the tipping point and we can all watch government clean its own house or at least understand the need for political revolution.ReplyDelete Steve RoyOctober 28, 2012 at 11:03 AM Great post Tara ! I've been digging this GELP thing since reading your article. Just found the funding structure of GELP in their prospectus: "The Program development and delivery costs for the first year of participation in GELP are provided by funding partners. Teams need to cover the costs of their expenses such as: » travel and accommodation to attend two global events; » travel incurred while working together between events, if the team is geographically dispersed; » the time to attend global and other local events; » time and any other resource required to support their day-to-day work towards achieving the aims identified in their GELP foci or priorities." http://gelponline.org/sites/default/files/gelp_prospectus_2012-13_1.pdf I actually don't mind people of different country meeting to talk about different educational practice. I think it's great and can have good benefits (Chris Kennedy has blogged about that here http://cultureofyes.ca/2012/06/17/finland-face-to-face/) What I find difficult to swallow is that those discussion are funded by private money, not public money. In my mind, it should be the other way around... but maybe I'm too old fashion... ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ▼  October (5) The myth of personalization Schools as charities Corporate ethics? A tale of two choices... Textbook stunt no substitute for proper funding Origins of the #bcedplan - Updated ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=21662,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > October 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 23, Number 2, October 2010     AGM Bargaining survey responses Jason Proulx, Langley  What would you like to achieve in the next round of bargaining?  We haven’t had any real increases in benefits, so I would like to see improvements in a broad range of benefits. I would also like to be remunerated more closely to what our Ontario colleagues enjoy given that the cost of living in the GVRD and surrounding areas is among the highest in the country. Finally, regaining REAL enforceable class-size and composition limits across BC. Most important issues for you?  As a staff rep, I find it difficult to get teachers involved in union issues. I think that getting back to local bargaining will re-energize teachers and get them to reconnect with the decision-making process at the local level. Issues I feel we need to pursue are: using “days in lieu” offered up to teachers as pacifiers or as bandaids for class-size and composition violations to using those funds to hire SEA for real support in classrooms on a daily basis. ensuring TTOCs are used to support teachers wanting to participate in school-based team meetings during the school day. Alex Peters, Burnaby  What would you like to achieve in the next round of bargaining?  seniority hiring for temporary and continuing contracts improved benefits package return to local bargaining class-size and composition improvements leave for union business for TTOCs. Most important issues for you?  seniority hiring for temporary and continuing contracts an improved benefits package. Deanna Ritchie, Greater Victoria What would you like to achieve in the next round of bargaining?  My hope is that a mutually respectful meeting will occur and that both parties will have the opportunity to share their views fairly and peacefully. Most important issues for you?  reinstating our right to local collective bargaining finding more effective solutions to oversized classes and ineffective class compositions increasing salary rates for all teachers, including TTOCs, by shortening the salary grid. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/02/will-bc-government-agree-to-mediation.html?showComment0751329893120022,Staffroom Confidential: Will the BC government agree to mediation to resolve teacher bargaining? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Monday, February 20, 2012 Will the BC government agree to mediation to resolve teacher bargaining? Today the BCTF made a request for the Labour Relations Board to appoint a mediator to help resolve teacher bargaining. Not only the LRB, but also the Minister can call for various forms of mediation and arbitration to resolve the issue. Calls and suggestions for this have been made in a number of arenas, including the press. Mediation and arbitration can be effective ways to deal with an impasse. In Saskatchewan, an arbitrator was able to find middle ground in the recent teachers dispute over pay. Back in 2005, after a two week walkout, the BC government agreed to appoint Vince Ready to develop recommendations to end the teachers strike. Although not everything teachers wanted, teachers did vote to accept his recommendations and end the strike. As I understand the process, the LRB will first approach BCPSEA (the government's bargaining agent) to see if they will agree to mediation. How will they respond? That will be telling. If they refuse, it indicates that the government is unwilling to have a resolution with anything other than getting their way. If they refuse, we can no doubt anticipate a legislated "solution", imposing the governments will. Hardly a way to support collective bargaining in a democratic society. And hardly a way to regain and renew relationships with teachers so critical to enhancing our public education system. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 3:41 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 8 comments: AnonymousFebruary 20, 2012 at 4:05 PM Sorry but I have NO support for the BC teachers!If you don't like your job, get another one - no one is holding a gun to your head. Think about how you are affecting the working poor and single parent families who have to pay extra for afterschool care with reduced school hours and no more recess for elementary kids in many schools. When unemployment is in the DOUBLE DIGITS - be thankful you have a job and are not subject to performance reviews like the private sector as many would be shocked to see how HARD those of us not hiding behind a "union" actually work - even those of us who have university education and more.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousFebruary 20, 2012 at 4:56 PM This person is a clueless ranting fool.Delete AnonymousFebruary 20, 2012 at 10:59 PM School hours are not reduced; parents are not out extra money. And I've worked in both public education and the private sector - the work is equally hard in both, although the nature of the work is different.Delete AnonymousFebruary 21, 2012 at 9:10 AM Actually, I am not a "clueless ranting fool", but an educated parent who is familiar with the "concerns" of the teachers. SCHOOL HOURS are actually REDUCED in the Nanaimo School District presently as my child is not provided a recess and the end of the school day is now 15 minutes earlier than before the "work to rule" job action by the teachers. For afterschool, parents have been charged for the early 15 minute pick up time as the school day ends at 2:15 now rather than 2:30. I hope that you will understand my frustration since this is ACTUALLY happening in my city where the unemployment rate was 16% last Spring and Nanaimo was recognized as having the highest unemployment rate in British Columbia. THESE ARE THE HARD FACTS. You cannot simply scoff at the concerns of parents and childrens from your glass house. The responses to my ACCURATE post above are humorous in so far as they clearly illustrate the disconnect from reality by educators.Delete AnonymousFebruary 21, 2012 at 11:51 AM The teachers in Nanaimo did not cancel recess. That decision was made by Nanaimo administration. Why is it that other districts continue to provide supervision during recess but Nanaimo can not? I'm sorry to hear that you have no support for your children's teachers.Delete AnonymousFebruary 21, 2012 at 7:42 PM Teachers did not cancel recess. This decision was made by admin. Teachers are on the record as saying they disagree with the cancellation of recess for educational reasons. I suggest you do your research and give your child's teacher the respect and support they deserve.Delete Reply Michelle DaviesFebruary 20, 2012 at 4:22 PM Too bad that you annonymous commentors do not realize that the teachers and their union are working hard for the children in their classes to have a quality public education system. The way the gov is slashing programs and budgets you may very soon have to pay for private tuition for your children to go to school. The teachers are your allies.ReplyDelete AnonymousFebruary 21, 2012 at 10:45 PM To the Anonymous 9:10 blogger- This is not a "work to rule" campaign but is a Teach Only campaign. In a work to rule campaign all teachers withdraw from all voluntary activities. This has not been the case in Phase 1 of the Teach Only Campaign. Teachers are still running clubs and sports teams if they choose to. In the Teach Only campaign any withdrawl from extracurricular activities was by the choice of the teacher with union support.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ▼  February (11) BC Teachers' Day of Action: It's about priorities.... Rally to support teachers for a fair deal On a legislated contract and parents who care - on... Will the BC government agree to mediation to resol... Confusing differentiation with adverse discriminat... Are BC workers getting wage increases? Are Principals friends of public education? Negotiate, don't legislate BC's Learning Improvement Fund - 1 minute per stud... Go east, young teacher Kevin Falcon speaks the Liberal truth - serve the ... ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Touring a natural gas drilling rig with @MLA Mike Bernier, and Brian from EnCana http://t.co/AifdJ4H07b" @Teresa_Wat - 06:01pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=23772,BCTF News Releases  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources   For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development News Release Archives 2014  2013  2012    2011 2010  2009  2008 2007  2006  Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2011 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  September 13, 2011   Frustrated teachers insist on respect for Supreme Court ruling, reject government proposal that fails to restore rights or redress breach   Frustrated and disappointed by the provincial government’s unwillingness to redress the unconstitutionality of its contract-stripping legislation, the BC Teachers’ Federation is going back to Madam Justice Susan Griffin to seek clarification on her April 2011 Supreme Court ruling. The full text of the judgment is available here.   After five meetings with the government-appointed representative responsible for dealing with the repercussions of the court decision on Bills 27 and 28, the BCTF has written to Paul Straszak to halt any further discussion until after the court hearing, slated for October 11, 2011.  “Throughout these meetings we have been very clear that we expect the government to respect the Supreme Court ruling by repealing the offending legislation, restoring our constitutional bargaining rights, and returning our illegally-stripped collective agreement provisions,” said BCTF President Susan Lambert, adding that those provisions included firm class size limits, guarantees of services for students with special needs, and equitable access to skilled specialist teachers – all crucial factors in maintaining quality teaching and learning conditions. Instead, the government proposed a vague framework for discussion on a “Class Organization Fund (COF)” which, by contrast to the fair and objective processes illegally removed from the collective agreement, offers no assurance of universal access to services based on the needs of students.  “This proposed Class Organization Fund would pit classes, schools and school districts against one another in a race for scarce resources,” Lambert said.  “Ultimately it would create competition between vulnerable students for the very services they so urgently need to succeed at school. It’s profoundly unfair.” Aside from being inherently inequitable, Lambert outlined other fundamental flaws in the proposal: If teachers disagree with management about how COF funds are to be allocated, their students will receive no funding; There are no assurances as to stability of the funding from one year to the next; It is not enforceable under the collective agreement; and It in no way addresses the rights issues that were at the heart of the Supreme Court ruling. “This proposal is a tacit admission by government that more funding is needed to address class size and composition issues, and to provide services for students with special needs, ESL learners and aboriginal students,” Lambert said. “And teachers agree. But that is a completely separate issue from our successful Charter challenge, which was about asserting our constitutional right to negotiate working conditions and restoring our contract provisions which were illegally taken away.”   -  30  - For more information, contact Nancy Knickerbocker, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell). Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/SocialJustice.aspx?id=21406,BCTF > Sexual Health Education  	BCTF Social Justice  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources   For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Social Justice > Issues Sexual Health Education Guidelines The following guidelines were approved by the BCTF Executive Committee in June 2010 and are published in the BCTF Members' Guide. Guidelines for implementation of sexual health education   Resources AIDS Vancouver: HIV/AIDS prevention workshops (two to three hours). All workshops can be modified to 80 minute blocks for secondary schools except Gender and HIV. Avoiding homophobia and transphobia in sexual health education   ERAC review of HIV/AIDS materials to compliment the HACE Curriculum  Options for Sexual Health. Non-profit BC society offers clinical services and comprehensive education and information.  Professional development training for teachers. Can be modified to fit audience needs. Questions & answers: Gender identity in schools.  Public Health Agency of Canada  Questions & answers: Sexual orientation in schools.  Public Health Agency of Canada Responding to resistance to teaching sexual health education   Sexual education free from heterosexism   Sexual health education in the schools: Questions and answers.  3rd edition, March 2010. Published by the Sex Information and Education Council of Canada (SIECCAN), this resource provides answers to the most commonly asked questions about sexual health education.  SexualityAndU.ca provides information and education on sexual health. The website is administered by the Society of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists of Canada.  Smart Sex Resource: Sexual health on-line resource developed by the BC Centre For Disease Control and the Provincial Health Services Authority. Teachingsexualhealth.ca is a website sponsored by the Alberta Government. It is developed by educators and medical professionals to assist teachers in the teaching of sexual health. Using gender neutral language in your classroom   Youth Co. trainings and workshops in the lower mainland. They will travel to other parts of the province when organizations can help support their travel costs. SHE resource list 2014. Sexual health resources for primary, intermediate, and secondary schools Compiled under the co-ordination of the Vancouver School Board. About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/03/what-is-this-dispute-about-putting.html?showComment=1335581775718,Staffroom Confidential: What is this dispute about? Putting equity last, and corporations first Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Friday, March 23, 2012 What is this dispute about? Putting equity last, and corporations first Today's guest post is from Bruce McCloy, a teacher in New Westminster. Why is this current stand so important?  For those who are currently monitoring this public site on behalf of the government please read on as well.  I sincerely hope you learn something and, if we fail and this government gets what they want, with your help, I hope you can look students in the eyes in years to come and be able to say you were responsible for the mess you have created. Here is why I see this current fight as very important.  This is not about class size, class composition, a wage increase or extra help for special needs students.  While these are all very important they are dwarfed by a greater threat; the changing of our current educational system to one that caters less to equity and developing a good person to one that is squarely focused on market based principles and catering to an ever greedy corporate elite.  Teachers and government are on a crash course, fighting over, as Wendy Poole outlines, the vision and purpose of K-12 public education and the meaning of professionalism (see http://www.ucalgary.ca/iejll/vol11/poole).   Government is focused on a neo-liberal view of education, “conceptualiz[ing] education as a commodity to be bought by customers (students and parents) and sold by suppliers (schools and others). From a market perspective, schools are training grounds for future workers and consumers, as well a multi-billion dollar industry offering opportunities for profit. Efficiency, accountability for student outcomes (usually measured by standardized test scores and other measures like graduation rates), choice for parents (e.g., charter schools, vouchers, within-district school choice), privatization (e.g., public funding for private schools, user-pay fees, contracting with private firms to operate public schools, private-public partnerships for school construction, school-business partnerships), and attacks on teachers unions are hallmarks of neo-liberalism in education”. (see attached paper if you would like to read more).   This fight is about breaking the union in order to bring in a system that caters to only a few, and leaves the many others simply to be good workers. If we truly cared about students, and creating a better society, we would be modelling our system after Finland, rather than chasing the USA, UK and Australia downwards.  The end result of this current action by the BC government is to cut costs, break the union and make a statement to the voters that the current ruling Liberals deserve their vote in May 2013.  It has nothing to do with students.  For the differences in focus of the Finland system in comparison with the USA, UK and Australian systems review the attached paper, Neo-Liberalism in British Columbia Education and Teachers’ Union Resistance and the video found at http://www.abc.net.au/lateline/content/2012/s3441913.htm. Current OECD rankings have Canada slipping slightly behind Australia in reading (#8 compared to #7), still behind Finland at #4 but well ahead of the USA at #11 and the UK at #18.  Rankings in Math and Science have Canada far ahead of the USA, Australia and UK systems that the government are focused on reaching down to and still behind the ranking of Finland, a country that teachers are working to catch. Finland is ranked #2 in math, Canada #8, with Australia at #15, the UK at #21 and the USA being far behind at #32.  There are similar findings in Science with Finland at #2, Canada at #6, Australia at #12, the UK at #21 and the USA at #30.  The quality of our education does not matter to the current Liberal government; containing costs, and creating preferable market conditions do. Some sobering thoughts when contemplating this possible scenario. While increasing funding for schools from a 2002-2003 total of  $3.782 billion to a projected 2012-2013 total of $4.725 billion (making true governments claim that per-student funding has increased) the actual costs to districts have far outstripped this increase.  Most telling is the decrease in priority of education as a part of the provincial budget falling from 26% in 2002 – 2003 to a 15% in 2011 – 2012.  In 2002 – 2003 the total allocation envelope for education was $3.7 billion.  This accounted for 26% of the total provincial budget.  In 2012 – 2013 the projected total allocation envelope for education is $4.7 billion accounting for 15% of the total provincial budget.  If the 2002 – 2003 % of total provincial budget allocation held true today the total allocation of funds to education from the provincial budget for 2012 – 2013 would be $8.1 billion   providing for a further allocation of $3.4 billion on top of the $4.7 billion currently being provided.  The amount due to school districts for next year over and above what is being given is almost equal to the total amount provided to school districts in the 2002 – 2003 year.  It is not a situation of lack of funds, rather a change in priority for the government Board funds have long been frozen, all but 6 districts are currently in Funding Protection (meaning that they are working in a bankrupt state).  Board funds have been frozen for a further 3 years, leaving them with an accumulated $100 million shortfall this year alone.  The “easy cuts” to budgets have long been done leaving an impossible situation.  The overwhelming major cost to districts is teacher salaries, something that districts have been unable to change due to strict rules in the collective agreements.  Until now.  Changes in post and fill rules, class composition and numbers, evaluations and discipline procedures will make it  easier for boards to lower their salary costs by making life difficult for more expensive teachers to the point they will quit, removing more expensive teachers and filling their positions with cheaper less experienced teachers or with even cheaper non teachers.  The boards will sell the public on these changes b y offering perks that will have most forget the importance of teacher quality. The current government advertising focused on teacher salary and benefits (the BCTF is demanding a 15 per cent wage hike and other benefits that would cost $2 billion and raise taxes for BC families...) is allowing the government to keep attention away from the main changes they wish to see through the BC Education Plan.  This education plan provides the government with the route to the neo-liberal result that they wish to see, a result that will have us emulating the OECD rankings of the USA, UK and Australia in a very short time, leaving far behind the rankings we currently have and our hopes for reaching those of Finland.  This is because the government is not focused on providing an equitable education system. Or even focused on educating at a high level.  Rather, it is focused on creating a system that follows their neo-liberal beliefs.  The BC Education Plan is a guise (as is the current troubles on the labour front) to instituting these ideals: o While requests for feedback to the BC Education Plan is currently seen as a priority for government, the plan is all but written awaiting an appropriate time to roll out.  Current feedback will never be considered but provides the perception that it has been o BC Education Plan calls for personalized learning that will amount to students staying at home to work on their computers learning from an on-line master teacher.  Cheaper non-teachers will be available for students to submit assignments and pick up others, while tutoring (on-line and in person) will be available if necessary.  This change over has already begun.  The government is admitting that 700 special needs teachers that have been lost to the system have been replaced with 2100 new teaching assistants ... but no more teachers.  The $165 million Learning Improvement Fund will hire more teacher assistants ... but no more teachers. o Contract changes are necessary to enable this change to occur in our current system – changing hours of work, working conditions (class sizes can reach the hundreds) and making it easier to deal with teachers that disagree with the direction o Money will be saved on school buildings as only a few will be needed as regional meeting places – while the others can be sold as they are no longer required to service children o Standardized assessment will become easier as the teaching from the on-line Master teachers will be the same. o Large corporations will find a ready market for technology.  A quick look at those involved in developing the new BC Education Program indicate past and present members of the guiding committee including 20 members who belong to the corporate business community or with strong ties to this community and zero involved in public education in BC.  Those involved on the committee to restructure BC Education include Reg Bird, Vecima Networks, Don Mattrick, President, Interactive Entertainment Business, Microsoft Corp., Don Safnuk, President and CEO of Corporate Recruiters and Ralph Turfus, CEO, Arbutus Place Investments. o Creating a system dependent on technology will provide a ready market for both hardware and software manufacturers as well as internet providers.  On line needs will increase, allowing a market for sellers of data plans o Control of teacher Professional Development and new evaluation and “one-strike you are out” dismissal procedures will allow government to control what teachers learn and what they will teach in the classroom.  Government and corporate propaganda will be required to be taught, even if ethically unsettling, or a teacher will face dismissal. o Control of curriculum and standardization of what is taught will allow government to lessen the time many students stay in school, providing an opportunity for students to leave at the end of grade 10 (where 3 of our government exit exams currently are placed).   Students will be able to leave early for the workforce providing cheap (and undereducated) labour to be available during the week – something that is currently not readily available for most companies.  Seeing that these workers were encouraged to leave school at grade 10 they will later find that they do not have the required education to change occupations, therefore making them more likely to stay in lower paying jobs within the company that they currently work for. o With the education of children left in the hands of busy parents, and at home often with little guidance (especially in the secondary school years)  it is more likely that they lag behind and  have less motivation to finish beyond grade 10.  As well, earning money at an early age could be a great benefit to the family income as well as provide a greater source of disposable income at an earlier age – resulting in more purchasing power at a younger age. o Only those being educated in private schools (still in a traditional mode of providing education) or those with incredible self-discipline will have the skills to enter university – predominately leaving the rich to claim the higher level jobs and the less rich or less motivated to take up a new lower class working class. o With a larger number of workers available and a dismantling of trade union power, the minimum wage can once again be lowered, rights eroded allowing for more flexibility and higher profits for business owners.  As well, the numbers of the consumer class will increase, also allowing for further profits for corporations.   While we are busy fighting the current contract negotiations, which in themselves are important, the Liberal government has a far greater goal.  We find ourselves so busy with fighting the little things I fear we may miss the bigger picture and feel the pain of the onslaught (BC Education Plan) far before we see it coming and far later than we can do much about it.  I am reminded of a simple yet effective strategy we use to use in PE class when playing the game Murder Ball (in one of its many configurations).  If one was lucky enough to get two balls they often incorporated the following strategy – throw one ball high in the air.  As members of the other team watch the ball float slowly towards them the original thrower would throw the second ball hard , directly at the opponent, hitting them and getting them out. We see a similar strategy with the government – lob up the whole confrontation of contract negotiations, and, while teachers are busy looking at these, hit them hard with the educational changes you as a government actually want to implement. While current contract negotiations are very important and need to be dealt with quickly by teachers throughout the province, we need to be talking about and informing the public of the far greater threat that looms and is poised to hit in the very near future.  It is one that will find us sadly leaving any possibility of reaching the equitable system found in Finland (and along with it the high OECD rankings), leaving any possibility of maintaining our current standing in the world (as stated in the OECD rankings), and fervently chasing the lower scores of the USA, UK and Australia.  All in the name of creating a new culture of uneducated workers and consumers for a quickly growing corporate elite.   Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 12:02 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 10 comments: PierreMarch 23, 2012 at 10:07 PM Let's be careful with the easy Finland comparison! It turns out that their language is as easy as learning 1, 2, 3: their language is very phonetic. English is on the opposite side of the spectrum! If English could be modernized, it would be easier and faster to learn and easier to teach!ReplyDelete Replies PierreMarch 23, 2012 at 10:25 PM For those interested, there is more info at http://reforming-english.blogspot.ca/ .Delete D. BjornsonMarch 23, 2012 at 10:28 PM Perhaps! Who wouldn't have loved to only have had one spelling of there-their-they're! I'm not a language specialist, but people who I know that learn multiple languages at a young age, seem to do well in education overall. Perhaps learning an " easier" language straight off the bat puts one at a disadvantage. Personally, my money is on modeling our Ed system after a country in the top 5, not the top 20.Delete PierreMarch 25, 2012 at 10:18 PM Actually, learning an easier language is an advantage! HUGE! You should see how many struggle to DECODE! They are smart kids, but they cannot make sense of the code! SO, the real important learning is taking the back seat of learning a crazy spelling code that is ILLOGICAL because it is IRREGULAR! So, we are rewarding the kids who can memorize by rote all the intricacies of the language and slowing down the progress of those who look the logic in the language. I suspect this is why more boys are struggling in learning. It would be interesting to know how boys do in Commonwealth countries VS some other countries where the language is more logical (like Finnish). Making anything easier makes sense! Do you still want to go fetch the water at the river? I know there are people who believe that things have to be tough to be good. This is COMPLETELY COUNTER-INTUITIVE! And this is especially so because we are talking about the very element that underpins the learning of FAR more important concepts than learning how to decode!Delete Reply Kathy CouchMarch 25, 2012 at 9:11 PM Shouldn't others be modelling after us? We do very well in the world despite the efforts of our government.ReplyDelete Replies PierreMarch 25, 2012 at 10:24 PM What is insane now is how language has been introduced even in Math. Many programs are so language based. I mean before was not any better with 30 problems on the same notion, but if you cannot read the questions (the word problems), how can you show that you know how to do the math! That part is so backwards. Until, books are read by computers, I predict girls will do better in math soon! Not because they are necessarily better at math, but because they are better at reading. This is why Finnish do better in math tests as well, BTW. Other teaching pedagogy is in general much better. Again, English is creating all kinds of problems.Delete Reply Teacher's ToolboxApril 26, 2012 at 11:16 PM It is frustrating that public education is under attack again... still... continually... I have no words.... just anger and frustration!ReplyDelete Bruce McCloyApril 27, 2012 at 9:13 AM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Bruce McCloyApril 27, 2012 at 9:16 AM While the comparison to Finland may be simplistic in some ways - the bigger picture remains that philosophically we are better looking up and trying to model after a nation that has, as its basic belief, fairness to all. Sounds very opposite a neo-liberal approach to education. I like how Kathy put it "shouldn't others be modelling after us" - we need to remember what has put our system where it is - and expecting others to after us - we need to figure out what has made us successful (despite government interference) and make that our overall objective to keep and continue to pursue. While the Finnish system may have its flaws (what system doesn't)- I like it a whole lot more than chasing the No Child Left Behind US program that yesterdays announcement regarding changes to the School Act have us headed to.ReplyDelete Laura BApril 27, 2012 at 7:56 PM While it may seem to some like an easier task to change the entire English language than to change the agenda of the BC Liberals.... my money's on putting our efforts into political change and the proven success of strong education systems.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ▼  March (12) Bill 22 and Class Size/Class Composition BC Liberals: You reap what you sow... From public to private: a subtle path What is this dispute about? Putting equity last, a... Walk out pamphlet - arguments for full withdrawal ... Teachers debate a response to Bill 22 Lessons from the US - when unions don't strike to ... Lessons from history - legislation and illegal str... How do teachers defeat Bill 22? Critical thinking and Bill 22 - A teacher rebuts G... What is this strike about? A moving letter from a ... Public education - Christy: it's about equality ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=28559,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 25, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 2012   Spontaneous drawing and aesthetic energy  By Bob Steele   All spontaneous drawings are language artifacts   Most are imbued with aesthetic energy   A few reach the status of work of art. – Drawing Network Credo Thousands of drawings by children have come my way over the years, each an amalgam of the drawer’s unique perceptions, thoughts, and feelings. Given the opportunity, children learn the power of their own invented language of graphic symbols. It begins in the second year of life when words first appear, but the significant difference is that words are coded and drawing is not. Drawing is a largely free medium articulating, expressing, and communicating important life experiences. (These are different functions.) Oral expression, on the other hand, is severely limited in these early years. I am, of course, referring to the spontaneous drawings children produce without help from adults except loving support, recognition of drawing’s importance to mental development, and occasional thematic motivation. Spontaneous drawing is a language medium children are born with, one that flourishes and grows in complexity and subtlety with daily practice. In our culture, children who are left on their own, draw sporadically and tend to limit themselves to repeating their own cultural stereotypes. Authentic drawing, i.e., based on life experience, is limited to those with a special talent. Children do need adult supervision, but any attempt to influence how children should draw to achieve correct or adult-approved standards of naturalism is counterproductive. The more I study children’s drawings the more they seem to radiate what I call “aesthetic energy” and some are so completely charged with this elusive quality that they deserve to be called “works of art.” I am dodging a definition of these terms, preferring to let them emerge in the analysis of the three drawings that appear below. It is necessary to point out that in this age group very few verbal expressions, oral or written, can be similarly identified because children must first learn the codes of literacy. Analyzing or simply enjoying pictures is more profitable when two kinds of seeing are used. (1) An analytical mode, which uses a sharply focused, rational, scientific approach and (2) scanning, which is, soft-focused, non-analytical, and engages the preconscious, intuitive mental functions. The analytical mode tends toward the rational accumulation of facts and relationships, and the logical assumptions that seem consistent with the facts. The scanning mode is best at finding hidden or less obvious relationships and apprehending the relationship of parts to wholes. It awakens the subliminal, intuitive powers of the mind and is at the heart of any creative activity. Scanning is the mode that engages empathy, the natural modality of children when they are drawing. Empathy is much talked about these days, but not much attention is given to authentic drawing which is the richest daily source of it. The raven and the eagle     (Ernest, age 8) His teacher had been discussing First Nations myths and this became the motivation for many drawings by the children in her class. • The text appears on the drawing illustrating the close relationship of literacy to drawing. Words were also used in the pre-drawing motivation that included a visit to a Native centre and later, in the post-drawing discussion. The close relationship of drawing to literacy and literacy to drawing is discussed more fully in other Drawing Network pieces. • The contrast of forms solidly arrayed along a baseline (this time, the bottom edge of the picture plane) in contrast to the birds soaring into space, a chase that gives a visceral sense of lift is, in my view, the richest source of aesthetic energy in this picture. • The unit consisting of crow, sun, moon, and stars is exquisitely rendered and is a perfect example of the unity of form and content. It shifts the momentum of the print from straightforward illustration to an image of cosmic significance. Again, aesthetic energy is a radiating presence. • A line drawn through the centre of roof pitch, eagle, and crow terminating in the crow’s bill would be a gentle reverse curve, an example of “the hidden order of art.” The English painter, Hogarth, thought this curve was a form of supreme compositional beauty! Is this part of our natural response to formal beauty or is it culturally implanted? I would opt for the former and that a trace of it occurs in this child’s spontaneous drawing. • Every form—long houses, cedar trees, totem poles, and birds—end in a spiky triangle. It dramatically appears in the two cedar trees, which along with salmon, were nature’s special gift to the Pacific Coast tribes. It is also the tree from which the totem would have been carved. A repeated form contributes to unity, and is typically a product of the scanning mode. This entire arrangement of houses, trees, and totem is a wealth of aesthetic energy. • Another source of aesthetic energy is the quality of line throughout, a classical contour line typical of most children’s drawings and not a single line, suggests hesitation or doubt, a huge accomplishment that the artist managed without even thinking much about it. He was flying on automatic pilot. • One final point: We should be grateful that Ernest’s teacher opened the way to a huge area of thematic subject matter for the daily draw—and let me nail down the principle that subject matter and content are why artists make art—and this includes the child artist—not to create attractive patterns or be wowed by fancy techniques. This drawing represents the marriage of social studies and art to the benefit of both. Social studies is no less intellectual when spontaneous drawing is brought into it as an auxiliary language. Santa and his reindeer   (Brendan age 5) We have established that drawing is a language that produces aesthetic energy and that some drawings—the three in this study, for example—are works of art. We have yet to establish the connection between these terms and the mental health of children. We should not forget that an entire profession of art therapy practitioners supports this relationship. Translated into practice this means that children whether they are more or less normal or suffering from psychological or sociological problems, will benefit from daily drawing. The assumption is that projecting images from the deep wells of the unconscious through empathic drawing will contribute to mental health and if needed, mental healing. This does not suggest that non-professionals should become amateur psychologists, only that all children should be offered regular and caring opportunities to draw spontaneously. Their mental health will be better for the experience and as a secondary benefit they will be better citizens. • The preceding drawing was based on a First Nations myth, this one is based on the myth of Santa Claus. We might think of it as a myth of childhood. Myths are stories with deep roots in human psychology and the scenarios that give birth to and sustain them make them excellent subjects for daily drawing. And let’s not forget the contemporary myths children are attracted to in comic books and other media. Indeed, popular culture is filled with mythological heroes. • Without necessarily being able to name them, children seem to have an instinctual feeling for the principles of formal organization. This drawing is organized around the principles of balance and tension. The figure of Santa is balanced against on one side and his sleigh and reindeers on the other. And, true to the metaphor, the house peak provides the fulcrum. • Draw an axial line starting the sleigh rising to the lead reindeer—a Hogarthian curve of beauty again—and arrayed along this line a dizzying complexity of forms, a tangle of legs (24—the correct number for 6 animals) and every reindeer complete with antlers. Not bad for a five-year-old. • Balancing this huge complexity is Santa on the other side of the fulcrum, a free agent, free, that is, to distribute gifts to children. • As I like to do from time to time, I pose the question: Could a five-year-old manage anything close to this drawing in the emerging language of words? Would articulation be equally possible? Expression? Communication? This is not to suggest that drawing is superior to literacy. In the long run, literacy is the language we need the most and it is useful in ways drawing could never achieve. As the codes of literacy are gradually achieved, drawing becomes an enriching auxiliary, but in the early years when language as the umbrella concept for a cluster of media—dance, music, drama, math—is so important to mental development, uncoded drawing truly is special for children. And how serendipitous it is that it is also an aid to literacy. Attacked by sea monsters   (Laura age 5) Laura’s drawing is based on a real dream, the nightmare we all have from time to time. My own experience is that nightmares were more horrifying and frequent in my younger days. This tightly packed drawing sums up a five-year-old’s nighttime experience. It is charged with aesthetic energy and is clearly a work of art. • The forms are tightly organized in a circular pattern, a closed circle except for the opening near the bottom edge of the picture plane. • Forms precisely touch neighbouring forms in at least six places, e.g., the girl’s foot in the shark’s mouth. These create what I will call energy sparks. The child’s psyche was disturbed by the trauma of the dream and placing forms in a precise relationship to each other was part of the healing process. I would suggest this was one way to establish the order of the waking state from the dream’s chaos. Another example: The same child’s other foot just touches the surface of the wave highlighting the perilous situation—in the water for danger, another kind of danger. Another spark. The drawer may be saying: I am now awake and able to place forms in a precise relationship. I am no longer in the land of chaotic and fearsome dreams. • The section we have been describing—a dangerous situation, one that creates the most intense alarm—is rendered in perfect clarity. Now turn your attention to the girl in the boat. It is a far more complex suite of forms, but again it is handled with clarity. This highlights a quality I find in most drawings by children in this age group, their unerring feeling for placement, for giving each piece of the puzzle breathing room. (“I just put a line around what I know,” said one child when asked how she drew.) This is the way it is, the firm line and expressive, but controlled forms seem to be saying, this way and no other. • And now this drawing’s mystery marks. Note the dots on all the protagonist’s eyes. What is it about eyes, especially the eyes of dream characters? And what are we to make of the deliberately emphasized dot within the boat shape? First, it is not in the boat but on the drawing. It must be important because it is placed intuitively in the centre of the drawing, precisely centred latterly and roughly centred vertically. Perhaps it helps if we remember that the image is circular and the dot can then be thought of as the hub of a wheel form. I wonder if Laura herself would be able to tell us. Still, we should be grateful because if fills the “hidden order of art” premise perfectly. Concluding remarks   If you have been taking children’s drawings more or less for granted and if you have been won over to the claim that drawings are language artifacts (or if you knew it all along) then you must be wondering about the evidence I have put together here to establish the “aesthetic energy” and “work of art” principles. (I am in a continuous state of wonderment too, but how else can we account for the evidence?) In this article I have discussed the near-perfect source of aesthetic energy in Ernes’s “crow and eagle” drawing, Brendan’s extraordinary essay on balance and tension in “Santa and His Reindeer” and Laura’s nightmare horror story. These examples are taken from a book-in-progress, which may include as many as one hundred works of art, before it’s finished, so these qualities in drawings are not all that rare. We have to admit that this is an astonishing dimension of the psychology of childhood and alas, one that appears to be somewhat rare. (I hope I’m wrong.) If there is an explanation for this phenomenon, it might go along these lines: It is familiar to anyone who has watched a child immersed in the act of drawing that they are lost in the process and are entirely unself-conscious. This also means they have no critical standards to meet, no culturally imposed goals or objectives. This means to me an automatic acceptance of pictorial elements as symbols just as words are symbols and not just the crude beginnings of representations. I suggest that the prevailing assumption is that the ultimate goal is naturalism and that the goal of achieving naturalism is too difficult to achieve. The typical first symbol for a human person is the two-year-old’s circle for head/body with lines for limbs and a happy smile for emotional content. Whether the child knows it or not this is a symbol just as the letters for MOM is a word symbol. The child knows that his mother is not remotely like the head/body reduction, but it gives him a language unit, allows him to express thoughts and feelings that otherwise would remain bottled up. When he is five, the symbol has become enriched by experience and Brendon’s far more complex symbols permit a far richer story. The direction was toward realism (true to the experience, however crude the drawing). This is what it was from the beginning, realism and not naturalism, i.e., optical correctness. When he drew the Santa drawing, Brendan was in control of a growing graphic language, both vocabulary and syntax, to make statements that originated in his eyes, his heart, and his mind. All this requires a theory of mind and as I am not a psychologist I will keep this simple but as persuasive as I am able. First it assumes that children have limited powers of analysis, which means the artists who made these drawings could not possibly have consciously planned the astonishing relationships we find in their drawings. Where do they come from, these remarkable drawings? We use the conscious mind with ease, and the unconscious mind too. I rarely encounter a function of mind halfway between the two and it’s called the preconscious. We might label it intuition, and I have called it “flying on automatic pilot.” This brain function is active when the child experiences empathy in imaginative play, sports, performing music and dance, and always in spontaneous drawing when the focus is on personal experience and mental growth.   Bob Steele, associate professor (Emeritus) UBC, drawnet@shaw.ca, drawnet.duetsoftware.net     Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media jthornthwaite last tweet "Read #BC's Blueprint in English, Punjabi, Chinese & French! http://t.co/cUCdVsL7BA #findyourfit #diverse #northvan http://t.co/cUCdVsL7BA" @jthornthwaite - 07:37pm Follow @jthornthwaite BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "October is #FosterFamilyMonth. Thank you #BC for opening your homes and hearts to more than 5,900 children and youth." @John_Yap - 11:14pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141008,www.facebook.com,https://www.facebook.com/TheTyee/timeline?ref=page_internal&_fb_noscript=1,The Tyee - Timeline | Facebook For a better experience on Facebook, enable JavaScript in your browser, or switch to our mobile site. Facebook logo Email or Phone Password Keep me logged in Forgot your password? Create Page Recent 2014 2013 2012 2011 2010 2009 2008 2007 Founded The Tyee Media/News/Publishing PublicCancelSave Changes People 5,881 likes About Award-winning independent media focused BC & Canadian political news, culture and solutions. Get our free newsletter: http://subscribe.thetyee.ca/ http://thetyee.ca/ Photos Posts To Page Rachel TutteOctober 4 at 10:42am https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10152282448080633&set=gm.347878585379372&type=1&theater Like · Comment · Share Beverly UrichSeptember 28 at 5:26pm I love this Like · Comment · Share Peter CollumSeptember 25 at 9:11am Interesting piece. Like · Comment · Share Liked by This Page Yaletown Vancouver Public Library Occupy Canada English (US) · Privacy · Terms · Cookies · More Facebook © 2014 The Tyee shared a link. 20 hours ago Bill Tieleman: "Can you feel the money leaving your wallet now?" Christy Clark's No Pro at LNG Poker | The Tyee thetyee.ca Energy giants gamble that marks from BC are ready to lose their money. 19Like · Comment · Share The Tyee shared a link. 21 hours ago Under questioning, the guard who initially discovered Lucía Vega Jiménez hanging in a shower stall confessed he falsified overnight records. "I notice that you write on your report that you did a room check at 5:00, 5:30, 6:00 and 6:30—those are all false entries, you made those up," BCCLA lawyer Jason Gratl put to ex-Genesis guard Jivan Sandhu. The witness replied, "Correct." Private Security Outnumber Border Services in Big Cities | The Tyee thetyee.ca CBSA outsourcing under the microscope as custody death inquest concludes. 2Like · Comment · Share The Tyee October 6 Why would a credit union spend time building a web tool for discovering and supporting local businesses? Check out why @Vancity did, and try the beta tool they're piloting called Localty: http://bit.ly/1mHY0Lk. If you give it a whirl befor...e October 19th, you could win a $200 voucher to spend at great local Victoria businesses like Spinnakers Gastro Brewpub, Red Fish Blue Fish, Habit Coffee, The Good Planet Company and many others. See More Like · Comment · Share The Tyee shared a link. October 6 The correct answer is... Australia. A study revealed one-quarter of Australian children thought yogurt grew on trees. One in five thought pasta came from animals. For Kids, the Meal Is the Message | The Tyee thetyee.ca More and more educators see the need for food-literate youngsters. First in a new series. 19Like · Comment · Share The Tyee shared The Tyee's album. October 5 Tomorrow: Katie Hyslop reveals the country in which one in four children think yogurt comes from trees. Here's a sneak peek at the series. Grow, Eat, Learn: School from the Plate Up (4 photos) Part one: food literacy. Find out where one in four kids think yogurt comes from trees. Read the story here: http://bit.ly/1xWDyuf Like · Comment · Share The Tyee shared a link. October 4 Free yoga classes, "very good" relations with First Nations, and a whole lot of green: the oilsands as presented to foreign investors. What I Saw with a German Tour of the Oilsands | The Tyee thetyee.ca Strangely, it wasn't the oilsands anyone can find on the Internet. 52Like · Comment · Share The Tyee shared a link. October 3 "Ebola is teaching us something that smallpox tried to teach us in the days of Charles Dickens: Poverty is a hazard to your health, no matter how rich you think you are." Our Best Shot at Fighting Ebola | The Tyee thetyee.ca Put simply, we can no longer afford to let the virus decimate West Africa's health care and economy. 34Like · Comment · Share The Tyee shared a link. October 3 50 years later, America gets a second serving of Electric Kool-Aid—this time filmed by British Columbians. BC Filmmaking Duo Passes the Acid Test | The Tyee thetyee.ca Meet the Denman Islanders who won the rights to shoot the 50th anniversary of a counterculture legend. 1Like · Comment · Share The Tyee shared a link. October 2 · Edited This weekend, please be extra nice to your bus driver. Bill Aims to Bring Stiffer Sentences to Transit Assaulters | The Tyee thetyee.ca Savagely beaten in 2006 while driving a bus in Coquitlam, Rene Bourdin welcomes the idea. 1Like · Comment · Share The Tyee shared a link. October 2 When investment bankers get worried about inequality, [insert punchline here]. Inequality Is Bad for Business: BC Investment Banker | The Tyee thetyee.ca That's why Kevin Campbell is sponsoring 'The Great Divide' film series at VIFF. 3Like · Comment · Share The Tyee shared a link. October 1 Is the technology we use to own and curate music slipping away? Shannon Rupp on what this may mean for the "curative class." From Mix Tape to iPod to... What Now? | The Tyee thetyee.ca Have tech whizzes forgotten people who love to make, and give, playlists? Like · Comment · Share The Tyee shared a link. October 1 Crawford Kilian: "We would fight terrorism more effectively by treating it as a nuisance to be dealt with by our intelligence agencies and police, not an existential threat requiring armies." ISIS Threat: Let's Refuse to be Scared | The Tyee thetyee.ca Canada's response in Iraq will be 'noble,' Harper says. What should that mean? 35Like · Comment · Share The Tyee shared a link. September 30 · Edited In light of Scotland's push for independence earlier this month, which of these Canadian entities do you think is closest to the separatist dream? Photo via Your BC: The Tyee's Photo Pool. http://bit.ly/1teUzbO Tyee Poll: Which Part of Canada Is Most Likely to Secede? | The Tyee thetyee.ca Let us know what you think. 4Like · Comment · Share The Tyee shared a link. September 30 "I understood that she had an accent when I spoke with her," Transit Police officer Jason Schuss testified. "With that, I could tell she wasn't originally from Canada. That's the reason I tried to identify her via CBSA." Deceased Deportee's Accent Led to Border Services Arrest | The Tyee thetyee.ca Transit Police officer testifies at inquest into Lucía Vega Jiménez's hanging death. 1Like · Comment · Share The Tyee shared a link. September 30 Trade treaty expert Gus Van Harten outlines six things that can and should be done now. Six Steps to Protect Canadians from Flaws in China Trade Deal | The Tyee thetyee.ca FIPA can't be revoked, but citizens deserve its effects be independently tracked and reported. 42Like · Comment · Share The Tyee shared a link. September 29 MP Nathan Cullen: "Canada can be so much more than just a raw resource basket for the world." Bring Respect and Certainty to Canada's Energy Politics | The Tyee thetyee.ca MP Nathan Cullen on how his bill could transform our 'rip and ship' economy. 39Like · Comment · Share The Tyee shared a link. September 29 An inquest into the in-custody death of Lucía Vega Jiménez begins today. As Inquest into Border Services Death Opens, Questions about Private Security | The Tyee thetyee.ca Lucía Vega Jiménez died nine months ago awaiting deportation at a Vancouver airport. Like · Comment · Share The Tyee shared a link. September 29 Lessons from Honolulu, which has more solar panels per capita than any other North American city. Can We Fix the Climate by Being More Like Hawaii? | The Tyee thetyee.ca Its 2050 Plan is a blueprint for survival. Can Hawaiians, and island Earth, get there? 16Like · Comment · Share The Tyee shared a link. September 28 Whether you’re in the front car or the back of the caboose, it's all the same train, man. Another VIFF Gem: 'The Iron Ministry' | The Tyee thetyee.ca Following this season's track record of great films on trains, here's a festival must-see. 1Like · Comment · Share The Tyee shared a link. September 27 · Edited Geoff Dembicki raises the curtain on upcoming debate between Richard Florida and Ray Kurzweil. Should be a very interesting talk. The Tyee is a media sponsor and we've got ten pairs of tickets for lucky winners. But you have to enter before midnight on Monday September 29th: http://thetyee.ca/Presents/2014/09/16/Will-Innovation-Save-Us/index.html 'Innovation' Is Everywhere, But What Does It Mean? | The Tyee thetyee.ca Two of its leading prophets, Richard Florida and Ray Kurzweil, to give their definition at Oct. 22 event. 1Like · Comment · Share See More Stories Earlier in 2014 HighlightsAll Stories See More Stories 2013 HighlightsAll Stories See More Stories 2012 HighlightsAll Stories See More Stories 2011 HighlightsAll Stories See More Stories 2010 HighlightsAll Stories See More Stories 2009 HighlightsAll Stories See More Stories 2008 HighlightsAll Stories See More Stories 2007 HighlightsAll Stories See More Stories Founded HighlightsAll Stories See More Stories)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "#FunFriday Fact: #BC has the highest small business employment in Canada. October is Small Business Month! Check out: http://t.co/20bcLmlvFP" @bcliberals - 03:55pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=10092,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 5, April 2003 Readers write SFU helps immigrant teachers The Professional Qualification Program is designed to orient a new Canadian or landed immigrant to re-enter the teaching profession, in British Columbia. It supports well-experienced teachers from India, Peru, Philippines, Yugoslavia, and other countries of the world. In addition, PQP explores issues on the philosophical and pedagogical areas of education in B.C. The Faculty of Education at SFU introduced the program, in collaboration with the B.C. College of Teachers. One of the goals of the PQP is to introduce teachers to the curriculum and give them support they need to familiarize them with the B.C. school system. Helen Concepcion SFU, helen_cx@hotmail.com I am the BCTF I invite all teachers to attend the BCTF AGM at least once during their teaching career. I am an old teacher, yet new in the public system. This year, I attended my second AGM. The first time, I went in order to know more about the public school system. The second time, I was prepared. Knowing that I had to do a lot of listening, I took along a drawing pad. I also volunteered to be a teller, which meant being up early to prepare for duties on election day. The BCTF is our union, advocating and encouraging professional development for us to continue delivering excellent public education. In a union of some 40,000, it is easy to feel disconnected and unimportant. That morning as teller, I saw how carefully each of us did our task of distributing and counting ballots. I saw how one vote changed the tide of events. That one vote could be from any of us. We may feel disenfranchised by having to go through our staff representative to get to our local associations and then to the BCTF, but this remote feeling vanished when I saw that each of us has a voice, each of us matters. It affirmed that, yes, I am the BCTF. Thelma Valle-Serrano Richmond Need better newspapers Teachers should help create a progressive newspaper. Besides the obscene concentration of media ownership in B.C., the media are moving farther to the right. All three major dailies have been critical of teachers recently. "Teachers’ unions should stick to education" appeared in The Vancouver Sun. It started by suggesting a similarity between teachers and Jimmy Hoffa. It ended saying the BCTF AGM is "sticking its nose in where it doesn’t belong" because it was to consider resolutions about the Romanow report and Kyoto but especially with a resolution to condemn the invasion of Iraq. During the Vietnam War, it was standard practice for thousands of unions around the world to speak out. In B.C., perhaps our most famous labour martyr is Ginger Goodwin, who was killed for refusing to fight in World War I and telling others to do the same. (One of the first things the B.C. Liberal government did was remove signs commemorating Ginger Goodwin.) All teachers were going to do was send a letter to the Prime Minister. Yet somehow that was improper. It is troubling enough that a newspaper sees it as improper, but what is most troubling is that dozens of teachers were taken in by their specious argument. Had teachers been able to read an alternative viewpoint, few would have agreed with that editorial. Brian Lavery Port Alberni College has role in teacher education Mike Lombardi’s comments on the College of Teachers (Teacher, Jan./Feb. 2003) were both timely and accurate. The proposals of the deans of the faculties of education would have the effect of removing our professional control over entry into the profession. What is at stake is the ability to define what is a teacher and how a person becomes a teacher. Program approval by the BCCT is a very effective and efficient expression of teacher professionalism. It allows the practising professionals to set the standards and criteria for teacher education. The recent legal battles with TWU confirmed strongly the right of the college to vet programs and set standards. It is that mandate that the deans object to. The alternative, hinted at by Craig Bresett, would have the college out of such program approval. The result would be a close and expensive examination of all the applications by B.C. graduates for college certification. It would not decrease the amount of money that teachers would have to pay to the college. It would require more staff and a much greater expense. In short, if the public interest is to be considered in the education and certification of teachers, there is only one body charged with that duty. And that body is discharging that duty efficiently and with the greatest of concern for the public and the professional good. Dale Townsend Salmon Arm Affiliation costly How ironic it feels to be writing to the BCTF Teacher knowing that by the time this is published we will have already voted for or against affiliation with the B.C. Federation of Labour. Having received such a biased account of this issue by the affiliation task force in the past two issues, I felt compelled to bring to the members attention the real cost of joining the BC Fed. This was also pertinent when looking at my January pay slip. Calculating the cost of the BCTF, COTA, and SIF deductions, I find that I will be paying close to $1,900 for these services in 2003. The costs of affiliation were brought to the attention of COTA members in the January update bulletin. It states that in the first three years, the members of COTA could pay directly the sum of $17,500 for each year. However, indirectly the members of the BCTF will pay $300,000 for membership and $155,000 for meetings per year to join the B.C. Federation of Labour. If the three-year trial period is deemed successful, we as BCTF members will then be required to join the Canadian Labour Congress. That cost will be $300,000 for membership per year and $170,000 for meetings every three years and to COTA members, $17,600 membership, $19,200 meeting, and $10,800 North Okanagan Labour Council. The total cost after four years, $2,355,200, is astounding and certainly not justified, at least for the Central Okanagan Teachers’ Association members. Now if my union dues of $1,300 per year go down or stay the same after we join the BC Fed, then perhaps the members could accept the affiliation. I doubt very much that that will happen. Sam Saprunoff Kelowna B.C. Dairy Foundation materials helpful We are writing in response to the letter written by Craig Bresett (Teacher, Jan./Feb. 2003). Bresett expresses his dissatisfaction regarding teachers of nutrition using educational materials produced by the B.C. Dairy Foundation. Bresett believes these educational products influence students and parents to buy dairy products. As members of the Teachers of Home Economics Specialist Association (THESA), we have used the B.C. Dairy Foundation educational resources for many years to facilitate the teaching of nutrition as a whole. The materials are used to teach about general nutrition, balanced eating from a variety of food sources, and reducing the risk of developing nutrition-related health problems. Many elementary teachers are using or have used the Food Track program to enhance the learning of Canada’s Food Guide to Healthy Eating. The CD-Rom sampler that Bresett referred to in his letter is NOT about milk. The sampler is called 5-5-3-2. It is a fun and interactive program that enables students to learn about Canada’s Food Guide to Healthy Eating. It helps students to understand what a serving comprises in all four food groups. It does not highlight or exaggerate the role of any dairy products. Bresett is concerned that the B.C. Dairy Foundation is trying to sell products to children. We are committed to presenting factual and researched information to our students. The foundation has been very supportive of teachers of nutrition and through their hard work and effort, students have used interesting and interactive resources to learn about nutrition as a whole. We recommend that individual teachers peruse the teaching materials and make their own decisions on how to teach nutrition. Burnaby THESA members Aboriginal lesson aid I would like to warn teachers who have purchased a copy of the lesson aid entitled Aboriginals of the Pacific Northwest Coast: A Cross-Curricular Activity Book (Teacher, "10 New Lesson Aids," March 2003), by Denny and Neil Hughes about a number of serious concerns in the original edition. For example, the anthropological names Nootka and Kwakiutl do not reflect the names First Nation people now use. Nuu chah nulth and Kwa kwa ka’wakw have been used for a number of years. Another concern revolves around the theory of the Bering Land Bridge. This is portrayed as a "truth" and does not fully or respectfully acknowledge that First Nations had their own version as to their own origins. Each First Nation has its own stories. Furthermore, there are other theories regarding First Nation origins that are just as valid. The illustrations throughout this document are often simplistic and do not reflect the sophisticated art of this coast. Although a second edition of this lesson aid has made corrections from the first, I do not recommend this book until a complete consultation with First Nations educators has taken place. Not to consult with First Nations is disrespectful and displays an arrogance that we should not accept. Frank Conibear Victoria A sampling of responses to TOC call-out This letter is in response to Patrick Schreck’s article, "Fair call-out for TOCs" (Teacher, March 2003). I am not in full agreement with Patrick Schreck. He states that it isn’t fair when TOCs have to sell themselves and compete with other TOCs. Didn’t contract teachers have to compete with a multitude of applicants before they got accepted to their position? Furthermore, aren’t contract teachers constantly "selling themselves" by trying to satisfy parents, students, and administrators? In addition, he states that call-outs should be based on seniority. To what degree? Would calling in a TOC with high seniority and no ability in French be considered "professional" if that TOC was asked to cover a French Immersion class? Paul Sallmen Coquitlam I have been a TOC in a Lower Mainland school district for three years. For 10 years before that, I was a stay-at-home mother, and before that, I taught Grades 2 and 3 full time for eight years in a different Lower Mainland district. I love being a TOC! When I’m at work, my background comes through. As a result, several teachers in my district ask if I am available when they need a TOC. I disagree strongly with the position that teachers, if they wish to, should not request a specific TOC. When teachers ask for a certain TOC, they do not say, "Don’t send John, Ann, or Sue." They say, "Please see if so-and-so is available." I fail to see how requesting a specific TOC who has done work for them in the past can be seen as openly critiquing another TOC. When you or your family needs to see a doctor, do you choose a different one from the phone book each time? You prefer to see the same professional each time, building a relationship with that person. We, as teachers, ask that students, parents, colleagues, and administrators respect our judgment on decisions that we make every day. Why should we not respect the decision that a contract teacher may make regarding the TOC he or she would prefer for his or her class? Jane Bant West Vancouver Patrick Schreck’s article about TOC call-outs addresses the issues facing the TOC but does not deal with the resulting impact in the classroom. While I agree with each of his arguments, I was left wondering how a system based on "seniority or some other objective criterion" might affect students. As it stands, the system allows for teachers to call-out the same TOC each time they need to be absent. This is beneficial for both the students and the TOC (not to mention the teacher). For the students, it provides continuity, which is especially important in the primary grades. For the TOC, it provides a less stressful day in that the routines of the school and classroom are known. Knowing the names of the children is also very beneficial for the TOC. The isolation felt by many TOCs is significantly reduced when they are repeatedly called into the same school(s). Connections can be made with the students, parents, and staff. A possible compromise between the present system and the changes called for by Schreck might involve all TOCs being assigned a certain school or schools. They could then be called out in some objective manner that recognizes their professionalism, complies with the code of ethics, removes the competition but still provides continuity for the students and a sense of belonging for the TOC. Stephanie Hall Comox Valley Patrick Schreck, in "Fair call-out for TOCs," calls for changes for the way TOCs are called to their assignments, and suggests that TOCs be assigned on the basis of seniority. Schreck suggests that requesting one’s TOC is an implied criticism of other TOCs. The Code of Ethics (section 5), however, does not say that a teacher will not make judgments about other teaching professionals. It merely states that if a teacher has issues with the way another teacher works, he or she must bring this up privately with the person in question before reporting to other colleagues or the admin. One classroom teacher telling another that "so-and-so did a good job" is surely acceptable, as is requesting that person. Saying that "so-and-so is useless," however, would probably qualify as a breach of ethics. Teachers’ being able to request TOCs is one of the ways we have of ensuring that our own professional judgment about what and who works, affects what happens in our classrooms. Chris Stolz Surrey Editor’s note: Letters have been edited for brevity. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141003,www.facebook.com,https://www.facebook.com/SupportBCTeachers2014/photos/pb.1438645646389768.-2207520000.1412360587./1477662412488091/4vv8/?_fb_noscript=1,Page Not Found | Facebook For a better experience on Facebook, enable JavaScript in your browser, or switch to our mobile site. Facebook logo Email or Phone Password Keep me logged in Forgot your password? Sign Up Sorry, this page isn't available The link you followed may be broken, or the page may have been removed. Go back to the previous page · Go to the Facebook homepage · Visit the Help Center Mobile Find Friends Badges People Pages Places Games Locations About Create Ad Create Page Developers Careers Privacy Cookies Terms Help Facebook © 2014 · English (US))
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/02/will-bc-government-agree-to-mediation.html?showComment0751329853867048,Staffroom Confidential: Will the BC government agree to mediation to resolve teacher bargaining? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Monday, February 20, 2012 Will the BC government agree to mediation to resolve teacher bargaining? Today the BCTF made a request for the Labour Relations Board to appoint a mediator to help resolve teacher bargaining. Not only the LRB, but also the Minister can call for various forms of mediation and arbitration to resolve the issue. Calls and suggestions for this have been made in a number of arenas, including the press. Mediation and arbitration can be effective ways to deal with an impasse. In Saskatchewan, an arbitrator was able to find middle ground in the recent teachers dispute over pay. Back in 2005, after a two week walkout, the BC government agreed to appoint Vince Ready to develop recommendations to end the teachers strike. Although not everything teachers wanted, teachers did vote to accept his recommendations and end the strike. As I understand the process, the LRB will first approach BCPSEA (the government's bargaining agent) to see if they will agree to mediation. How will they respond? That will be telling. If they refuse, it indicates that the government is unwilling to have a resolution with anything other than getting their way. If they refuse, we can no doubt anticipate a legislated "solution", imposing the governments will. Hardly a way to support collective bargaining in a democratic society. And hardly a way to regain and renew relationships with teachers so critical to enhancing our public education system. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 3:41 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 8 comments: AnonymousFebruary 20, 2012 at 4:05 PM Sorry but I have NO support for the BC teachers!If you don't like your job, get another one - no one is holding a gun to your head. Think about how you are affecting the working poor and single parent families who have to pay extra for afterschool care with reduced school hours and no more recess for elementary kids in many schools. When unemployment is in the DOUBLE DIGITS - be thankful you have a job and are not subject to performance reviews like the private sector as many would be shocked to see how HARD those of us not hiding behind a "union" actually work - even those of us who have university education and more.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousFebruary 20, 2012 at 4:56 PM This person is a clueless ranting fool.Delete AnonymousFebruary 20, 2012 at 10:59 PM School hours are not reduced; parents are not out extra money. And I've worked in both public education and the private sector - the work is equally hard in both, although the nature of the work is different.Delete AnonymousFebruary 21, 2012 at 9:10 AM Actually, I am not a "clueless ranting fool", but an educated parent who is familiar with the "concerns" of the teachers. SCHOOL HOURS are actually REDUCED in the Nanaimo School District presently as my child is not provided a recess and the end of the school day is now 15 minutes earlier than before the "work to rule" job action by the teachers. For afterschool, parents have been charged for the early 15 minute pick up time as the school day ends at 2:15 now rather than 2:30. I hope that you will understand my frustration since this is ACTUALLY happening in my city where the unemployment rate was 16% last Spring and Nanaimo was recognized as having the highest unemployment rate in British Columbia. THESE ARE THE HARD FACTS. You cannot simply scoff at the concerns of parents and childrens from your glass house. The responses to my ACCURATE post above are humorous in so far as they clearly illustrate the disconnect from reality by educators.Delete AnonymousFebruary 21, 2012 at 11:51 AM The teachers in Nanaimo did not cancel recess. That decision was made by Nanaimo administration. Why is it that other districts continue to provide supervision during recess but Nanaimo can not? I'm sorry to hear that you have no support for your children's teachers.Delete AnonymousFebruary 21, 2012 at 7:42 PM Teachers did not cancel recess. This decision was made by admin. Teachers are on the record as saying they disagree with the cancellation of recess for educational reasons. I suggest you do your research and give your child's teacher the respect and support they deserve.Delete Reply Michelle DaviesFebruary 20, 2012 at 4:22 PM Too bad that you annonymous commentors do not realize that the teachers and their union are working hard for the children in their classes to have a quality public education system. The way the gov is slashing programs and budgets you may very soon have to pay for private tuition for your children to go to school. The teachers are your allies.ReplyDelete AnonymousFebruary 21, 2012 at 10:45 PM To the Anonymous 9:10 blogger- This is not a "work to rule" campaign but is a Teach Only campaign. In a work to rule campaign all teachers withdraw from all voluntary activities. This has not been the case in Phase 1 of the Teach Only Campaign. Teachers are still running clubs and sports teams if they choose to. In the Teach Only campaign any withdrawl from extracurricular activities was by the choice of the teacher with union support.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ▼  February (11) BC Teachers' Day of Action: It's about priorities.... Rally to support teachers for a fair deal On a legislated contract and parents who care - on... Will the BC government agree to mediation to resol... Confusing differentiation with adverse discriminat... Are BC workers getting wage increases? Are Principals friends of public education? Negotiate, don't legislate BC's Learning Improvement Fund - 1 minute per stud... Go east, young teacher Kevin Falcon speaks the Liberal truth - serve the ... ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=10000,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 4, March 2003 Part 2: A continued in-dwelling midst questions of student achievement by Laura Wood Richter Standing at the beginning of a new century, cries of unsustainable echoing and reverberating midst the status quo, we find ourselves held with increasing urgency in a questioning of how we are to understand the responsibilities of pedagogy. Ongoing considerations of how student achievement is to be understood are placed in the context of our provincial government mandating school planning councils tasked with improving student achievement. When we are called to make improvements, I believe we are called to be mindful that differences understood in terms of more or less are concerned with quantity; it is differences in kind that are concerned with quality. And as differences in quantity are ever so much easier to measure and compare than differences in quality, the temptation to grasp an understanding of improved student achievement in quantitative terms is seductive. It is profoundly important, I believe, to resist grasping an understanding of improvement entrenched in considerations of more or less. Rather, there is a need to engage in dialogue, to hold open space for considerations of an understanding of improvement concerned with quality. We are called to consider what it is we value when we speak of quality education and how we are to go about nurturing a classroom space vibrant with pedagogic possibilities, a classroom space enlivening opportunities for quality pedagogy. And, as leaders, are we not called to consider measures of improvement within a real life context? "Those now being educated will have to do what we, the present generation, have been unable or unwilling to do: stabilize world population; stabilize and then reduce the emission of greenhouse gases, which threaten to change the climate, perhaps disastrously; protect biological diversity; reverse the destruction of forests everywhere and conserve soils. They must learn how to use energy and materials with great efficiency... They must begin the great work of repairing, as much as possible, the damage done to the earth in the past 200 years of industrialization. And they must do all of this while they reduce worsening social and racial inequities. No generation has ever faced a more daunting agenda." (Orr, D. Earth in Mind On Education, Environment and the Human Prospect. pp. 26-27) Ingenuity, creativity, and openness are called for along with a deep sense of integrity and responsibility. These are ways of being immeasurable by tests concerned with getting the one right answer. They are ways of being nurtured in classroom settings, in which the student is beckoned to enter in an embodied way, where the student is authentically valued for his/her unique perspectives, experiences, and ways of making sense of his/her world. Here, the role of content is not to be grasped, but rather to provide a rich context in which students and teachers together embark in an authentic way on an exploration of ideas and perspectives. Pedagogical leadership here calls for an attentiveness to the place students stand, an attentiveness to ways in which content and engagement with it will hold students. There is a deep interest in curriculum plans that hold open a quality of classroom tension beckoning students to enter in all their irreducible differences; their unique sets of perspectives and experiences coming into play within the classroom space. In such a setting questions spring forth from the journey in-between curriculum as planned and curriculum as lived. Questions and directions of movement will emerge differently from each unique group beckoned into the space held open by the curriculum as planned; the curriculum as lived taking on a different form with each group of lives that come to it. Such a classroom space is in itself turbulent and the teachers who dwell there, as leaders, are ever responsible for the movement that takes place. They are ever vulnerable in letting go of an adherence to investigations of only those questions for which they already hold the answers before they even begin. To beckon students to authentically enter the classroom space, to bring with them their unique interweavings of experiences and perspectives, is to value ambiguity. It is to find comfort in the discomfort of never knowing exactly what is to come because the outcome is authentically not yet known. The teacher so understood is called to lead at times by following. Dr. Ted Aoki so eloquently expresses the call for leader to, at times, follow: "...it is for him to know, as a sage knows, that as pedagogue, at times, he must take leave, that he must withdraw, such that in the very event of withdrawal, there may inhere a pedagogic creativity, a coming into being of a clearing that is vibrant with pedagogic possibilities. Hence, pedagogic withdrawal may, within a seeming negating of self, confer in the silence of the pedagogue’s absence an opening wherein the student can truly learn what it is to stand, what it is to be in one’s becoming." (Aoki, T. Inspiriting Curriculum and Pedagogy: Talks to Teachers. p.45) Student achievement so understood is concerned with a willingness to struggle in the midst of open-ended questions, a willingness to sustain one’s efforts in the midst of frustration and to persevere in the face of difficulty. For it is when we are willing to struggle with what we find difficult that we are offered an authentic opportunity for movement. And it is when we succeed having sustained a struggle midst frustration, that we feel our greatest senses of accomplishment. Here scholarliness is inseparably intertwined with the student’s intrinsic motivation, the student’s natural desire to make sense out of the world around him/her supporting a rigorous involvement with meaningful content. And here, considerations of improvement would be concerned with differences in kind, with improving the quality of the lived curriculum as experienced by those it holds. How students are experiencing the content they are asked to dwell in and the ways they are expected to engage with it would be compelling questions. Student willingness to engage in struggle and student perceptions of the value of their unique contributions to the lived curriculum of the classroom would stand as important indicators of the quality of education taking place. Laura Wood Richter is a former teacher whose children have just entered the school system. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141007,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/bctf/status/476466649193668608?screen_name=bctf&photo_id=1&id=476466649193668608,BCTF on Twitter: "#Victoria's @BenulaLarsen speaking out for #afairdeal and better support for #bced students at the Ministry of Ed. http://t.co/YXY9rPbptG" Twitter Search query Search Twitter Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Language: English Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Have an account? Sign in New to Twitter? Join Today » Sign In Phone, email or username Password Sign in Remember me Forgot password? Already using Twitter via text message? Follow Following Unfollow Blocked Unblock Pending Cancel BCTF ‏ @bctf Jun 10 #Victoria's @BenulaLarsen speaking out for #afairdeal and better support for #bced students at the Ministry of Ed. pic.twitter.com/YXY9rPbptG Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Retweets 7 Favorites 10 1:51 PM - 10 Jun 2014 Don’t miss any updates from BCTF © 2014 Twitter About Help Ads info Close Flag this media This has already been marked as containing sensitive content. Flag this as containing potentially illegal content. Submit Cancel Learn more about flagging media Dismiss Close Previous Next Close Go to a person's profile Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Close Retweet this to your followers? Cancel Retweet Close Are you sure you want to delete this Tweet? Cancel Delete Close Block Cancel Block Add a location to your Tweets When you tweet with a location, Twitter stores that location. You can switch location on/off before each Tweet and always have the option to delete your location history. Learn more Turn location on Not now Turn off location Close Profile summary Close Your lists Close Create a new list List name Description Under 100 characters, optional Privacy Public · Anyone can follow this list Private · Only you can access this list Save list Close Close Embed this Tweet Add this Tweet to your website by copying the code below. Learn more Hmm, there was a problem reaching the server. Try again? Include parent Tweet Include media Preview Close Sign up for Twitter Not on Twitter? Sign up, tune into the things you care about, and get updates as they happen. Have an account? Sign in » Close Two-way (sending and receiving) short codes: Country Code For customers of United States 40404 (any) Canada 21212 (any) United Kingdom 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM Haiti 40404 Digicel, Voila Ireland 51210 Vodafone, O2 India 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Indonesia 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » See SMS short codes for other countries Close Confirmation)
(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/susanopera,SUSAN WEISS (@susanopera) | Twitter টুইটার অনুসন্ধান অনুসন্ধান টুইটার খুঁজুন সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ ভাষা : বাংলা. हिन्दी Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন টুইটার-এ নতুন ? আজই যোগদান করুন » সাইন ইন করুন ফোন, ইমেল বা ব্যবহারকারীর নাম পাসওয়ার্ড সাইন ইন আমাকে মনে রাখুন পাসওয়ার্ড ভুলে গেছেন? ইতিমধ্যে আপনি কি টেক্সট বার্তার মাধ্যমে টুইটার ব্যবহার করছেন? SUSAN WEISS @susanopera টুইটসমূহ ১.০৬ লাখ ফটো/ভিডিও ৯৯১ অনুসরণ করছেন ৩৮৫ অনুসারীবৃন্দ ৪৬৮ প্রিয়সমূহ ৮৪.২K   আরো প্রিয়সমূহ তালিকাসমূহ সরব @susanopera নীরব @susanopera অনুসরণ অনুসরণ করা কর্মসমূহ:অনুসরণ না করা অবরুদ্ধ অবরোধ মুক্ত মুলতুবি বাতিল SUSAN WEISS @susanopera Cultural Entertainment Visionary and Entrepreneur Vancouver, Canada virtualarts.tv যোগ দিয়েছে জুন ২০০৯ ৯৯১ ফটো বা ভিডিওগুলো টুইটসমূহ টুইটসমূহ Tweets & replies SUSAN WEISS retweeted Vij's @Vijs_restaurant  ·  ১ ঘন্টা RT @ShanikRest: We want to share our fave recipes! Veg, seafood, meat dishes + more in @MeeruDhalawala’s cookbooks! http://bit.ly/1sZY2kB  প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ১ retweet ১ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ০ favorite আরো স্থাপিত টুইট SUSAN WEISS retweeted Boca Del Lupo @bocadellupo  ·  ১ ঘন্টা The Only Animal's "2nd Story" - On September 28and 28th, The Only Animal presented their latest project,... http://tmblr.co/Z0rZno1SXYBj_  সারাংশ দেখ প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ১ retweet ১ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ০ favorite আরো স্থাপিত টুইট SUSAN WEISS retweeted Travis Bedard @travisbedard  ·  ১ ঘন্টা If every sentence out of your mouth could be finished with "but what's in it for me?" you are part fo the problem. প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ১ retweet ১ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ০ favorite আরো স্থাপিত টুইট SUSAN WEISS retweeted Curve Communications @CurveComms  ·  ১ ঘন্টা Code Stroke on the Ward - study finds that care lags for people who have a stroke in hospital: http://bit.ly/1vERJAT  #2014StrokeCong প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ২ retweets ২ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ১ favorite ১ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট SUSAN WEISS retweeted Travis Bedard @travisbedard  ·  ৫৮ মিনিট I should have run for mayor. প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ১ retweet ১ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ০ favorite আরো স্থাপিত টুইট SUSAN WEISS retweeted Marsha Lederman @marshalederman  ·  ৫১ মিনিট Peter Cathie White is the new executive director of Vancouver's Arts Club Theatre Company. Promoted from Director of Sales & Marketing. প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ৪ retweets ৪ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ১ favorite ১ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট SUSAN WEISS retweeted Jennifer Nichols @JennEMethod  ·  ৫০ মিনিট And finally, view from fireside. Quel beau lundi. #muskoka pic.twitter.com/NdVwFHvhAF আরো ছবি ও ভিডিও দেখুন প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ১ retweet ১ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ১ favorite ১ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট SUSAN WEISS retweeted The Food Gays @FoodGays  ·  ৫০ মিনিট crispy lemon chicken thighs http://whatsgabycooking.com/crispy-lemon-chicken-thighs/ … via @WhatsGabyCookin প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ২ retweets ২ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ২ favorites ২ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট SUSAN WEISS retweeted All She Wrote @allisonmmarkin  ·  ৫০ মিনিট Pleased to announce the first Canadian Wine Tourism Summit, Nov 8th. Register: http://ht.ly/ClK1Y  #cdnwinetourism #winetourismday সারাংশ দেখ প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ৪ retweets ৪ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ২ favorites ২ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট SUSAN WEISS retweeted Guanajuato Film Fest @giffmx  ·  ৪৮ মিনিট UNIVERSITARIOS GUANAJUATENSES YA ESTÁ LISTA CONVOCATORIA “IDENTIDAD Y PERTENENCIA” La convocatoria completa en : http://www.giff.mx/?page_id=49  প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ২ retweets ২ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ০ favorite আরো স্থাপিত টুইট San Miguel de Allende, Guanajuato SUSAN WEISS retweeted Sarah hoch @SarahHochMex  ·  ৩৯ মিনিট I could kill for some chocolate!! প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ১ retweet ১ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ১ favorite ১ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট SUSAN WEISS retweeted Vij's @Vijs_restaurant  ·  ৩৭ মিনিট MT @Vijs_MyShanti: Ali and Alisha serving up some delicious dishes in the restaurant! #SouthSurrey #MorganCrossing pic.twitter.com/6FnwHr8fE3 আরো ছবি ও ভিডিও দেখুন প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ২ retweets ২ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ০ favorite আরো স্থাপিত টুইট SUSAN WEISS retweeted City of North Van @CityOfNorthVan  ·  ৩৭ মিনিট We've got committee vacancies. Why not get involved with your City! Apply at http://www.cnv.org/Committees . http://ow.ly/i/787NK  ফটো দেখুন প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ২ retweets ২ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ০ favorite আরো স্থাপিত টুইট SUSAN WEISS retweeted Green Thumb Theatre @gr_thumbtheatre  ·  ৩৬ মিনিট Check out the new trailer for Celestial Being, returning to the stage in 2015! http://bit.ly/1Em5rxr  Video by @moonriderpro YouTube খেলা আরো ছবি ও ভিডিও দেখুন প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ১ retweet ১ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ০ favorite আরো স্থাপিত টুইট SUSAN WEISS retweeted Nick Hayman @NickHaymanSM  ·  ২ ঘন্টা Not that there would have been much of that (I'm hoping to spend most of the month out of the UK anyway) but I'd already missed a month... প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ১ retweet ১ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ০ favorite আরো স্থাপিত টুইট SUSAN WEISS retweeted Music on Main @musiconmain  ·  ২ ঘন্টা Paying the bill soundandmusic talifp @sussanaeastburn @samuelholloway #ISCM2014 #Wrocław… http://instagram.com/p/t00pQVnAXj/  প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ১ retweet ১ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ০ favorite আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Wahta Mohawk Territory, Ontario SUSAN WEISS retweeted Jennifer Nichols @JennEMethod  ·  ২ ঘন্টা View from a ride. You'd be proud, @BTPfilms :) #cycling #muskoka pic.twitter.com/C88IS4PJIm আরো ছবি ও ভিডিও দেখুন প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ১ retweet ১ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ৩ favorites ৩ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট SUSAN WEISS retweeted Vancouver Symphony @VSOrchestra  ·  ২ ঘন্টা Ever want to get inside the head of a VSO musician? Come to the Artists’ Corner this Wednesday eve! @VSOMusicSchool http://ow.ly/3so3MW  প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ২ retweets ২ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ১ favorite ১ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট SUSAN WEISS retweeted Nick Hayman @NickHaymanSM  ·  ২ ঘন্টা Less welcome news: in all the excitement last weekend, I missed the deadline for submitting my hockey officiating availability in November. প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ১ retweet ১ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ০ favorite আরো স্থাপিত টুইট SUSAN WEISS retweeted GICS @Culture_GI  ·  ২ ঘন্টা 'Snapshots: A Musical Scrapbook' from Stephen Schwartz, composer/lyricist of Godspell and Wicked. And it opens at Studio1398 Oct.29th! প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ২ retweets ২ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ০ favorite আরো স্থাপিত টুইট টুইটারের ধারণক্ষমতা বেশি হতে পারে অথবা একটি ক্ষণস্থায়ী হিক্কার সম্মুখীন হয়। আবার চেষ্টা করুন পরিদর্শন করুন টুইটারের অবস্থা আরও তথ্যের জন্য। বন্ধ SUSAN WEISS অনুসৃত SUSAN WEISS থেকে কোন আপডেট মিস্ করবেন না Vancouver, Canada · পরিবর্তন © 2014 টুইটার সম্বন্ধে সহায়তা বিজ্ঞপ্তি তথ্য বন্ধ প্রবণতা ট্রেন্ডস আপনার জন্য উপযোগী। ট্রেন্ডের মাধ্যমে আপনি সহজেই আপনার আগ্রহের খবরাখবর পেতে পারছেন। আপনি কোথায় থাকেন এবং কাদের অনুসরণ করেন তার উপরে ভিত্তি করে ট্রেন্ড উপস্থাপিত করা হয়। পরিবর্তন উপযোগী করা ট্রেন্ডস রাখুন বিশ্বব্যাপী প্রবণতা পান সম্পন্ন খারিজ বন্ধ পূর্ববর্তী পরবর্তী বন্ধ একজন ব্যক্তির প্রোফাইলে যান সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ বন্ধ আপনার অনুসরণকারীদের এই পুনঃটুইটটি পাঠাবেন? বাতিল পুনঃটুইট বন্ধ আপনি কি নিশ্চিত যে এই টুইট মুছে দিতে চান? বাতিল মুছে ফেলুন বন্ধ রোধ করন বাতিল রোধ করন আপনার টুইটসমুহে একটি অবস্থান যুক্ত করুন যখন একটি অবস্থানের সঙ্গে আপনার টুইট করেন, টুইটার সেই অবস্থান সংরক্ষণ করে। প্রত্যেক টুইটের আগে আপনি আপনার অবস্থান চালু / বন্ধ করতে পারেন, এবং যে কোনও সময় আপনি আপনার অবস্থানের ইতিহাস মুছে ফেলতে পারেন। আরো জানুন অবস্থান চালু করুন এখন নয় স্থান বন্ধ করুন বন্ধ প্রোফাইল সারসংক্ষেপ বন্ধ আপনার তালিকাসমূহ বন্ধ একটি নতুন তালিকা তৈরি করুন নাম তালিকা বিবরণ 100 অক্ষরের কম, ঐচ্ছিক তালিকাসমূহ:গোপনীয়তা সাধারণ · যে কেউ এই তালিকা অনুসরণ করতে পারেন ব্যক্তিগত · শুধুমাত্র আপনিই এই তালিকায় প্রবেশ করতে পারবেন তালিকা সংরক্ষণ করুন বন্ধ বন্ধ এই টুইট স্থাপিত কর আপনার নীচের ওয়েবসাইটে কোডটি অনুলিপি দ্বারা এই টুইট যোগ করুন * আরও জানুন হুম, সার্ভারে পৌঁছনোর একটি সমস্যা ছিল। পরে আবার চেষ্টা করবেন? প্রকৃত টুইট অন্তর্ভুক্ত করুন অন্তর্ভুক্ত মিডিয়া প্রাকদর্শন বন্ধ টুইটারে নিবন্ধন করুন টুইটারে নেই? নিবন্ধন করুন, আপনির পছন্দের বিষয়গুলির সাথে যুক্ত হন, এবং তাদের বিষয়ে হালনাগাদ পান। একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন » বন্ধ দুটি উপায় (প্রেরণ এবং গ্রহণ) শর্ট কোড: দেশ কোড গ্রাহকদের জন্য মার্কিন যুক্তরাষ্ট্র 40404 (যে কোন) কানাডা 21212 (যে কোন) যুক্তরাজ্য 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM হাইতি 40404 Digicel, Voila আয়ারল্যান্ড 51210 Vodafone, O2 ভারত 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance ইন্দোনেশিয়া 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » অন্য দেশসমুহের এসএসএস সংক্ষিপ্ত কোড দেখুন বন্ধ নিশ্চিতকরণ)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=20996,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > April 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 6, April 2010  Health and safety By Karen Langenmaier Working and learning conditions in portables The Surrey School District is one of very few districts in which the enrolment is actually increasing. The board chair, in an interview on CBC Radio, indicated that the district had received no funding for capital projects to build new schools since 2005. Their solution then, to accommodate the students and staff, is to buy portable classrooms. The Comox Valley is in declining enrolment. The board’s decisions to restructure the grades and close schools has resulted in overcrowding of the existing schools and the necessity to use portables. It seems that regardless of whether a district is in declining or increasing enrolment, the solution to housing students and staff in the light of budget cutbacks is portable classrooms. The Ministry of Education in 1999–2000 initiated a portable classroom reduction strategy recognizing even then that these structures were, and are, meant to be temporary and less than adequate as working and learning environments. Their strategy is sadly failing. At the BCTF Annual General Meeting, two resolutions came to the floor in an attempt to address some of the concerns for teachers working in portables. The first dealt with how the inadequacy of the building structure itself creates an unhealthy environment. Many portables leak through ceilings, around windows and doors, and some have been found to have no vapour barrier either in the walls or under the floors. This moisture coupled with inadequate ventilation and heating systems results in a perfect environment for mould growth. The board chair of the Surrey School District, in her interview, indicated that new portables cost approximately $100,000 each. With the lack of funds, some school districts are refurbishing existing portables, some of which had been used as unheated storage containers for years. Even a completely retrofitted portable does not guarantee a healthy environment. This was evidenced by a portable with new floors, windows, walls, ceiling, and roof that through testing showed such high mould counts that the students and staff were evacuated within hours of receiving the test results. This particular board was pro-active in testing all portables after discovering mould in one refurbished portable. This practice of testing, as many of you have reported, is not always the case. The other health issue, not only related to portables, is that of reduced custodial support as a result of budget cutbacks. Due to the inadequate building structures listed above, portables require more stringent cleaning and maintenance to ensure a healthy environment. Unfortunately, again, this is not always the case. Our brothers and sisters in the support staff union are often the first to feel the brunt of the budget cuts and as a result, it is reported that many classrooms do not receive even daily cleaning. The other resolution that was brought to the floor was one of providing cell phones for teachers who work alone. Portable classrooms are typically considered temporary structures and as such do not have the same infrastructure as the main school. Portables are often separate from the main building and are easily accessible by the public. Portables do not have the same level of security of locking doors. It was reported that one teacher used skipping rope to tie her back door closed for weeks before the maintenance department was able to repair the lock. For these reasons, there must be working-alone procedures in place that would include some mechanism to call for help. The excuse that it would cost money to install phones or buzzer systems to all portables does not absolve employers of their responsibility to keep all workers safe. Portable classrooms unfortunately are here to stay. They should be treated, however, as any working environment free from mould, with ventilation and heating sufficient for the number of people in the room and regular cleaning to maintain a healthy environment. A risk assessment should be performed to identify the risks of people working in them and controls put in place to ensure teachers’ and students’ safety. Most local collective agreements have some language regarding the employer’s responsibility to maintain a healthy work environment. All teachers are covered by the Workers Compensation Act and Regulation, which also defines the employer’s responsibility to ensure the health and safety of the workers. Each school site should have either a joint occupational health and safety committee or a worker representative whose role it is to identify issues and make recommendations of remediation to the employer. Report any health and safety issues to your administrator and the site-based occupational health and safety committee. – Karen Langenmaier, BCTF Health and Safety Prevention Officer Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141007,www.huffingtonpost.com,http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/10/06/occupy-hong-kong_n_5938372.html,Hong Kong Protests Shrink After Tumultuous Week View mobile site October 7, 2014 Huffpost WorldPost Edition: U.S. Show/Hide Brasil BR Canada CA Deutschland DE España ES France FR Italia IT 日本 (Japan) JP 한국 (Korea) KR Maghreb MG United Kingdom UK United States US Follow Newsletters Get WorldPostNewsletters Email address Enter Email Address Huffington Post Search Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search iOS app Android app More Log in Create Account Notifications 0 $USERNAME Profile Settings Logout FRONT PAGE Politics Colorado Governor: Legalizing Marijuana Was 'Reckless' 500 Court Rejects Appeal On South Carolina Redistricting 483 Reporter Asked Mark Pryor Whether Obama Is Doing Enough On Ebola. It Wasn't Pretty. 0 60 Percent Of Americans Soon Will Live In States With Marriage Equality 536 Supreme Court Rejects Gay Marriage Appeals From 5 States 937 Go to Politics More in Politics Pollster Politics Blog Off The Bus Election Maps Pollster You Might Also Like WorldPost Green Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Business Walmart And Whole Foods Are Slowly Killing Traditional Supermarkets 124 Walmart Makes Big Change In Wake Of Obamacare 670 The North And South Are Seriously Divided When It Comes To Fast Food 22 Chase Bank Refuses To Admit How Many People Were Actually Hacked 29 Here's The Letter Calling On Mark Zuckerberg To Help 'Servant'-Like Bus Drivers 27 Go to Business More in Business Small Biz Money You Might Also Like WorldPost Tech Media Arts Sports Weird News Smarter Ideas Urban Progress Media New York Times Editorial Board Backs Marijuana Initiatives 56 This Is Why Live TV Weather Reports Are Still The Best 0 Iran Frees Journalist On Bail 1 Go to Media More in Media Eat The Press Calderone: The Backstory You Might Also Like Entertainment TV Comedy Arts Books Religion Moviefone Green Reality Star Reveals The Stunning Pollution TV Cameras Didn't Show 17 Bear Cub Found Dead In Central Park 16 LOOK: This Crab Stood Up To A Very Large Alligator -- And Won 1 World Falling Behind On Plan To Protect Natural World, UN Says 7 Hey, America: It's Time To Talk About The Price Of Water 33 Go to Green More in Green Energy Climate Change Animals Green Tech Green Holiday You Might Also Like Politics Food WorldPost Science Healthy Living Tech Facebook Possibly Planning A Secret New Use For Messenger, Leaked Screenshots Reveal 11 You're Using Your Sunglasses All Wrong 8 Why People Have Stopped Downloading iOS 8 0 Twitter Sues For Right To Disclose Details Of Government Surveillance Requests 0 Hewlett-Packard Plans To Break Into Two Companies 77 Go to Tech More in Tech TEDWeekends Social Media You Might Also Like Small Biz Green Science NY SF Smarter Ideas TechCrunch Engadget Arts The Glamorous History Of Pin-Up Like You've Never Seen It Before 3 1 Here Are A Bunch Of F*cking Delightful Artsy Cat Photos. You're Welcome. 3 This Is What It Really Looks Like To Be A Modern Day Nun 8 New Animation-Inspired Art Show Will Make You Yearn For Saturday Morning Cartoons 0 Go to Arts More in Arts Painting Film Design Photography Theater Architecture You Might Also Like Books NY Los Angeles Travel 50 Fictional Places You Can Visit In Real Life 6 Go to Travel More in Travel Travel Video Destinations Themed Guides TSA Airlines You Might Also Like Food Arts World GPS for the Soul Recipes Women 60 Little Tips That Can Change A College Girl's Life 7 Gillian Anderson Says Sexism Is 'Easy To Miss' And 'Easy To Get Used To' 26 The History Of The Bra [INFOGRAPHIC] 6 Go to Women More in Women Love & Sex Career & Money Women's Health You Might Also Like Style Weddings Divorce Parents Healthy Living Black Voices Latino Voices Religion Here's Why These Muslims Are Refusing To Criticize ISIS 816 Mother Upset Over School Assignment About Islam 1K Beardless Jesus Discovered On Early Christian Artifact 0 David Archuleta Released His First Single In Years . . . And You'll Never Guess What He's Singing About 43 What Happened When Tony Campolo's Son 'Came Out' As Humanist 58 Go to Religion More in Religion Buddhism Christianity Hinduism Islam Judaism You Might Also Like Arts World Healthy Living Impact GPS for the Soul HuffPost Live Next Ferguson & The Threat Of State Violence Next SCOTUS To Rule On Prisoner's Beard Tomorrow 'Felony' Star Jai Courtney LIVE Tomorrow Author & Therapist Linda Carroll LIVE Tomorrow Macy Gray LIVE Go to Huffpost Live All Sections News Politics WorldPost Business Small Business Money Media Sports Education Crime Weird News Good News Entertainment Entertainment Celebrity Comedy Arts & Culture Books TV Life & Style Healthy Living GPS for the Soul Style Home Taste Weddings Travel Parents Divorce Huff/Post 50 Marlo Thomas OWN Dr. Phil Tech & Science Tech Science Green Code Voices Women Black Voices Latino Voices Voces (en español) Gay Voices Religion College Teen Impact Local Chicago DC Denver Detroit Hawaii Los Angeles Miami New York San Francisco Our Mobile Apps: iOS Android HuffPost Live (iOS) GPS For The Soul (iOS) GPS For The Soul (Android) WorldPost Berggruen Institute on Governance ChinaFile How A Self-Described 'Blonde Tattooed Texas Girl' Became An ISIS Twitter Star 2014-10-03 19:22:38 It's Been 3 Weeks Since Anyone's Seen Kim And Rumors Are Swirling 2014-10-06 16:54:02 Syria Blasts At School Kill 32, Including 10 Kids 2014-10-01 08:58:17 3 New Findings On ISIS Weapons That You Should Know About 2014-10-06 20:46:37 Al-Shabab Militants Pushed Out Of Last Significant Stronghold In Somalia 2014-10-05 15:47:37 Turkish Riot Police Detain ISIS Sympathizers After Protesters Clash On Campus 2014-10-01 13:50:02 This Unlikely Revolutionary Will Change The Way You Think About Syria 2014-10-03 07:36:06 WATCH: Two Container Ships Collide In The Suez Canal 2014-09-30 17:45:28 Kurds Face Massacre In Syrian Border Town As Turkey Just Watches 2014-10-05 18:09:59 WHO: More Cases Of Ebola In Europe Unavoidable 2014-10-07 09:21:00 Spanish Nurse First To Contract Ebola Outside West Africa 2014-10-06 13:32:00 Warships From South Korea, North Korea Exchange Warning Shots 2014-10-06 23:19:13 American Held Hostage By ISIS: 'I Am Obviously Pretty Scared To Die' 2014-10-06 03:42:29 Erdogan Demands Apology From Biden After ISIS Comments 2014-10-04 10:51:53 Kurds Claim Key Border Border Crossing After Fierce Battles With ISIS 2014-09-30 20:08:33 Previous Story Next Story Hong Kong Protests Shrink After Tumultuous Week  | By SYLVIA HUI and JOANNA CHIU Posted: 10/06/2014 8:23 am EDT Updated: 10/06/2014 1:59 pm EDT Share Tweet Email Comment tumblr stumble reddit HONG KONG (AP) — The students whose calls for democratic reforms sparked the most dramatic challenge to authorities since Hong Kong returned to Chinese control are vowing to keep up the fight. But as the numbers of protesters dwindled Monday from tens of thousands into the hundreds, it was unclear where the tumult of the past week would lead. Schools reopened and civil servants returned to work after protesters cleared the area outside the city government headquarters, a focal point of the demonstrations that began Sept. 26. Crowds also thinned markedly at the two other protest sites, and traffic flowed again through many roads that had been blocked. In the Mong Kok district, the site of weekend clashes in which mobs tried to drive the demonstrators out of the intersection they were blocking, hundreds of curious onlookers surrounded the remaining protesters Monday evening, taking pictures. "The threats in Mong Kok have passed, and now people are just curious about the sit-in," said 36-year-old Anita Lee, a resident. "That's why there are more onlookers than protesters." Many in Hong Kong are wondering if the protest movement may have run its course and whether the students have a clear strategy for pressing their demand that all candidates for the city's top leader, or chief executive, not be screened by a pro-Beijing committee. "They can't sustain attendance in protests if it goes on and on," said Michael Davis, a professor at Hong Kong University. "They need some strategy where they can withdraw the crowds so they can say to the government that if they are not sincere, they will mobilize crowds back on the streets." Disagreements were evident after the students and the government began preliminary talks. Lau Kong-wah, the undersecretary of constitutional affairs, said late Monday that the government and students had agreed on terms for the talks, including that the two sides would be on an equal footing. Lester Shum, a leader of the Hong Kong Federation of Students, confirmed the agreement, but said they had not discussed or reached a consensus on the agenda. Chief Executive Leung Chun-ying, who has rejected the protesters' calls for him to resign, said in a TV address Monday that the government would seek "a sincere dialogue on political reform." At the same time, Leung reiterated that everyone should go home and stop blocking the streets. "There are lots of teenagers and students with passion who love Hong Kong in various assemblies. However, some of them are aggressive and use violence. No matter what your attitude is toward Occupy Central, the police will firmly take enforcement action to those who use violence," he said. The students say they would walk away from the talks if police, who fired tear gas and pepper spray on unarmed protesters Sept. 28, use force to clear away the remaining demonstrators. The police violence and attacks by mobs drew huge crowds in a massive show of support. "It's up to the government now. This is the first step, but the pressure has to continue," said Alex Chow, one of the student leaders. The leeway for negotiations appears limited since Leung and Chinese officials have said Beijing will stick to its decision to screen all candidates for top leader, which many in Hong Kong say amounts to reneging on its promise of universal suffrage. One option would be to convince the government that having open nominations for chief executive is not as big a threat as the potential for further protests. In that sense, "I think they can already declare victory in this round 1 of their movement," Davis said. "There's a contest for the hearts and minds of Hong Kong people going on, and protesters have clearly won round 1. They have the public support and sympathy." While they might be weak in coordination and strategy, the protesters' youthfulness and the movement's lack of central leadership have added to their appeal. Lawmakers and pro-democracy politicians have played almost no role in the movement, which began as Occupy Central — a campaign founded last year by law professor Benny Tai. But Tai and other Occupy leaders have let several student and grass-roots political groups lead the protests. One faction, Scholarism, is led by 17-year-old Joshua Wong and draws many younger students, while the Federation of Students represents mostly university students. Still other protesters say they follow no particular group or leader. Differences and confusion within the movement became clear Sunday, when several leaders announced a retreat from key sites, while others declared there was no withdrawal or urged protesters to regroup in one main area. Still, the protesters share a common agenda. "There is still a remarkably consistent demand for genuine democracy," said Alvin Y.H. Cheung, a visiting scholar at the U.S.-Asia Law Institute. "There is a striking unity of purpose." The young activists also have shown an impressive knack for coordination and planning. Although the sit-ins formed spontaneously, they were disciplined and doggedly nonviolent. The youths camped out in the middle of city streets, organized ample supply lines and kept the "occupation" areas as litter-free and orderly as possible. By Monday, many of the remaining protesters in Hong Kong's Admiralty district and across Victoria Harbor in Mong Kok were undeterred by their dwindling numbers but admitted they could not afford to neglect work and school much longer. But 18-year-old Louis Chan said he was not sure achieving free elections — the students' original goal — is likely. "I did think it was possible, but now I don't think so because they (the Hong Kong government) didn't give any response and China is also very much against this," he said. ___ Associated Press writers Elaine Kurtenbach and Wendy Tang contributed to this report. Also on HuffPost: Close  Hong Kong Protests of   Policemen walk away from a scene where anti demonstrators confronted pro-democracy demonstrators in an occupied area of Hong Kong on October 3, 2014. (PHILIPPE LOPEZ/AFP/Getty Images) A woman looks on as she stands by a placard in an occupied area of Hong Kong on October 3, 2014. (PHILIPPE LOPEZ/AFP/Getty Images) An anti-protester (C) argues with a student (R), part of a group protecting a barricade in an occupied area of Hong Kong on October 3, 2014. (PHILIPPE LOPEZ/AFP/Getty Images) Pro-democracy demonstrators clean an occupied area of Hong Kong on October 3, 2014. (PHILIPPE LOPEZ/AFP/Getty Images) Pro-democracy demonstrators look on as they protect a barricade from anti-protesters in an occupied area of Hong Kong on October 3, 2014. (PHILIPPE LOPEZ/AFP/Getty Images) A group of men shout at pro-democracy protesters after fighting running battles as a policeman looks on in the Causeway Bay district of Hong Kong on October 3, 2014. (Alex Ogle/AFP/Getty Images) A pro-democracy activist screams at local residents and pro-government supporters as they protect their protest site on October 3, 2014 in Mong Kok, Hong Kong. (Photo by Chris McGrath/Getty Images) Local residents and pro-government supporters scream at pro-democracy protesters on October 3, 2014 in Mong Kok, Hong Kong. (Chris McGrath/Getty Images) Pro-democracy activists are pushed through the crowd to safety after clashing with local residents and pro-government supporters on October 3, 2014 in Mong Kok, Hong Kong. (Photo by Chris McGrath/Getty Images) Pro-democracy protesters try to stop a barricade at their demonstration area from being removed in the Causeway Bay district of Hong Kong on October 3, 2014. (Alex Ogle/AFP/Getty Images) Pro-democracy activists join together to protect their protest tent from local residents and pro-government supporters on October 3, 2014 in Mong Kok, Hong Kong. (Photo by Chris McGrath/Getty Images) Police shield a pro-democracy activist who was beaten by local residents and pro-government supporters while trying to leave the protest site on October 3, 2014 in Mong Kok, Hong Kong. (Photo by Chris McGrath/Getty Images) Pedestrians walk through the encampment of pro-democracy student protesters outside the government complex in Hong Kong, Friday, Oct. 3, 2014. (AP Photo/Wally Santana) A police guards over a pro-democracy student protester who collapsed during scuffles with locals trying to remove the barricades blocking local streets in Causeway Bay, Hong Kong, Friday, Oct. 3, 2014. (AP Photo/Wally Santana) A pro-democracy student protester tries to negotiate with angry locals trying to remove the barricades blocking streets in Causeway Bay, Hong Kong, Friday, Oct. 3, 2014. (AP Photo/Wally Santana) A student protester is injured after being pulled off and hit by residents and pro-Beijing supporters while local police are escorting him out of the protest area in Kowloon's crowded Mong Kok district, Friday, Oct. 3, 2014 in Hong Kong. (AP Photo/Wong Maye-E) A pro-government supporter tries to grab on to a student pro-democracy activist as policeman were escorting him out of the tent, in Kowloon's crowded Mong Kok district, Friday, Oct. 3, 2014 in Hong Kong. (AP Photo/Wong Maye-E) Protesters sleep in a main road as they block the road at the financial district in Hong Kong, Friday, Oct. 3, 2014. (AP Photo/Vincent Yu) A pro-democracy protester is taken away by police officers as an ambulance tries to leave the compound of the chief executive office in Hong Kong, Friday, Oct. 3, 2014. (AP Photo/Vincent Yu) A student pro-democracy protester covers his face in plastic wrap to guard against pepper spray in a standoff with police, Monday, Sept. 29, 2014, in Hong Kong. (AP Photo/Wong Maye-E) Wrapped in plastic to shield from pepper spray, a student protester stands behind a makeshift barrier blocking main streets in the central business district of Hong Kong, late Monday, Sept. 29, 2014. (AP Photo/Vincent Yu) Pro-democracy protesters gather in the early hours of the morning, while others spent the night on the streets around the government headquarters, Tuesday, Sept. 30, 2014 in Hong Kong. (AP Photo/Wong Maye-E) Student activists sleep on a road, many under the shade of umbrellas, near the government headquarters where pro-democracy activists have gathered and made camp, Tuesday, Sept. 30, 2014, in Hong Kong. (AP Photo/Wong Maye-E) Student activists sleep on a road near the government headquarters where pro-democracy activists have gathered and made camp, Tuesday, Sept. 30, 2014, in Hong Kong. (AP Photo/Wong Maye-E) Student activists sleep on a road near the government headquarters where pro-democracy activists have gathered and made camp, Tuesday, Sept. 30, 2014 in Hong Kong. (AP Photo/Wong Maye-E) A man is framed by a barricade made of metal gates and umbrellas in the central financial district, Tuesday, Sept. 30, 2014, in Hong Kong. (AP Photo/Wong Maye-E) A student protester rests next to a defaced cut-out of Hong Kong's Chief Executive Leung Chun-ying at one of their protest sites around the government headquarters, Tuesday, Sept. 30, 2014, in Hong Kong. (AP Photo/Wong Maye-E) Student activists sleep in the shade of umbrellas, on a road near the government headquarters where pro-democracy activists have gathered and made camp, Tuesday, Sept. 30, 2014, in Hong Kong. (AP Photo/Wong Maye-E) Pro-democracy protesters hold umbrellas under heavy rain in a main street near the government headquarters in Hong Kong late Tuesday, Sept. 30, 2014. (AP Photo) A woman holds a placard at a large pro-democracy protest in Hong Kong on October 1, 2014. (Alex Ogle/AFP/Getty Images) Pro-democracy demonstrators gather for the third night in Hong Kong on September 30, 2014.(PHILIPPE LOPEZ/AFP/Getty Images) People gather during demonstrations in Hong Kong on September 30, 2014. (XAUME OLLEROS/AFP/Getty Images) Student protesters chant pro democracy slogans on the streets on September 30, 2014 in Hong Kong, Hong Kong. (Paula Bronstein/Getty Images) HONG KONG - SEPTEMBER 30: Student protesters shine lights as they chant pro-democracy slogans on the streets on September 30, 2014 in Hong Kong, Hong Kong. Thousands of pro democracy supporters continue to occupy the streets surrounding Hong Kong's Financial district. Protest leaders have set an October 1st deadline for their demands to be met and are calling for open elections and the resignation of Hong Kong's Chief Executive Leung Chun-ying. (Photo by Paula Bronstein/Getty Images) Protesters relax on the streets outside the Hong Kong Government Complex on September 30, 2014 in Hong Kong, Hong Kong. (Chris McGrath/Getty Images) Pro-democracy demonstrators gather for the third night in Hong Kong on September 30, 2014. (PHILIPPE LOPEZ/AFP/Getty Images) Riot policemen scuffle with protesters after young pro-democracy activists forced their way into Hong Kong government headquarters during a demonstration in Hong Kong, early Saturday, Sept. 27, 2014. (AP Photo/Apple Daily) A protester raises a placard that reads "Occupy Central" between riot policemen and protesters outside the government headquarters in Hong Kong, Saturday, Sept. 27, 2014. (AP Photo/Vincent Yu) Riot policemen stand guard against protesters after young pro-democracy activists forced their way into Hong Kong government headquarters during a demonstration in Hong Kong, early Saturday, Sept. 27, 2014. (AP Photo/Apple Daily) A protester raises placards that read "Occupy Central," left, and "Civil disobedience" in front of riot policemen outside the government headquarter in Hong Kong Saturday, Sept. 27, 2014. (AP Photo/Vincent Yu) A protester raises placards that read "Occupy Central" and "Civil disobedience" in front of riot policemen outside the government headquarter in Hong Kong, Saturday, Sept. 27, 2014. (AP Photo/Vincent Yu) Protesters gather against riot policemen outside the government headquarter in Hong Kong, Saturday, Sept. 27, 2014. (AP Photo/Vincent Yu) A student is taken away by policemen at the government headquarters in Hong Kong, Saturday, Sept. 27, 2014. (AP Photo/Vincent Yu) A student is taken away by policemen at the government headquarter in Hong Kong, Saturday, Sept. 27, 2014. (AP Photo/Vincent Yu) Protesters gather against riot policemen outside the government headquarters in Hong Kong, Saturday, Sept. 27, 2014. (AP Photo/Vincent Yu) A student is taken away by policemen at the government headquarter in Hong Kong, Saturday, Sept. 27, 2014. (AP Photo/Vincent Yu) About 50 students shout slogans inside the government headquarters before they were arrested by police in Hong Kong, Saturday, Sept. 27, 2014. (AP Photo/Vincent Yu) A student is taken away by policemen at the government headquarters in Hong Kong, Saturday, Sept. 27, 2014. (AP Photo/Vincent Yu) Riot policemen use pepper spray to protesters after young pro-democracy activists forced their way into Hong Kong government headquarters during a demonstration in Hong Kong, early Saturday, Sept. 27, 2014. (AP Photo/Apple Daily) A student is taken away by policemen at the government headquarters in Hong Kong, Saturday, Sept. 27, 2014. (AP Photo/Vincent Yu) Riot policemen use pepper spray to young pro-democracy activists who forced their way into Hong Kong government headquarters during a demonstration in Hong Kong, early Saturday, Sept. 27, 2014. (AP Photo/Apple Daily) Riot policemen scuffle with protesters after young pro-democracy activists forced their way into Hong Kong government headquarters during a demonstration in Hong Kong, early Saturday, Sept. 27, 2014. (AP Photo/Apple Daily) A protester is dragged away by riot policemen after young pro-democracy activists forced their way into Hong Kong government headquarters during a demonstration in Hong Kong, early Saturday, Sept. 27, 2014. (AP Photo/Apple Daily)  Share  Tweet  ✖ Advertisement Share this ✖ close Current Slide More: Hong Kong Hong Kong Protests Occup Hong Kong Occupy Central Occupy Central Hong Kong Hong Kong Democracy Hong Kong Democracy Protests Hong Kond Demonstrations Hong Kong Student Protesters Suggest a correction   Click here to view Conversations Conversations Suggested For You FOLLOW HUFFPOST Email Email Address Options The Morning Email WorldPost Get top stories and blog posts emailed to me each day.. Facebook HuffPost WorldPost Twitter HuffPost Follow WorldPost Follow Google Plus HuffPost WorldPost RSS Most Popular on HuffPost Latest News WorldPost All RSS / Feeds Phone Available on the App Store Android App on Google Play Get it at Blackberry App World Capitals Forward Alexander Ovechkin Goes on Sushi Date with 10-Year-Old Fan 5-Year-Old Becomes the NBA’s Most Adorable New Player for a Day #WAKEUPCALL Might Be The Next ALS Ice Bucket Challenge Time - Politics Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search Advertise Log In Make HuffPost your Home Page RSS Careers FAQ User Agreement Privacy Comment Policy About Us About Our Ads Contact Us Copyright ©2014 TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. "The Huffington Post" is a registered trademark of TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. All rights reserved. Part of HPMG News Use this form to alert a HuffPost editor about a factual or typographical error in this story. Notify message * Required * * * What kind of error is this? Choose an option Factual or typographical Comment moderation problem Rights and permissions Other * What is the correction? 0 count Describe the error here (1,000 character limit) * Type the words below so we know you are not a cyborg Sign me up for The Morning Email Thank you!)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8876,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, Number 4, March 2004 TEACHERS SPEAK OUT The biggest changes I’ve seen in the last two years are… I am a special education support teacher, so I really see that the funding freeze has reduced services for the students I serve. Also, the reduced library time is noticeable. The Grade 4 and 5 classes at my school are full, and the students are having to get by with less attention. The students with learning disabilities get by with less or no assistance in their classrooms, and many of them are wait-listed for placement in district programs where they can be taught in a special way suited for their learning disability. I fear that they will never be able to get into those programs. Sue Brown Victoria There are too many people in my classes! I have less time to give students the individual attention they deserve. In my foods classes, I have students who do not speak English. How am I going to teach and evaluate students at the Grade 12 level when they do not understand a word I say? Lorraine Clair Burnaby Services to special education students have been decimated. Our teacher assistants’ time has been halved. More than half the academic classes in my school have more than 31 students, with some as high as 35. No class would have had more than 30 last year. School busing in our district is greatly reduced, forcing students to walk on very busy roads and highways. Bill Forst Sunshine Coast We now fundraise to meet classroom needs. I never envisioned fundraising as part of a teacher’s job when I began teaching 28 years ago. Margaret Gardiner Williams Lake We have larger classes, including a three-way split. Just as Christy Clark is announcing her literacy initiative, her policies are making it harder for me (a classroom teacher who has spent 30 years studying literacy and young children) to continue to achieve the literacy successes that I previously managed. My colleagues struggle with high-needs children with special needs with diminishing supports. All of this while Christy Clark continually tells the public all will be well just as soon as we get those teachers! Patricia Haley Burns Lake I have many more students with challenges, and I have less practical support in terms of materials and personnel. We are doing more with less. I am amazed that parents are not more upset at the trend in education to cut and slash and leave the bones of a previously viable system. John Hannam Sooke The reduction of teacher-librarians restricts library service, which in turn, limits the support to the best teaching strategies of resource-based, discovery learning. The teacher-librarians’ knowledge about best resources, promotion of resources and evaluation of resources from literature to the Internet are not being utilized. Everyone loses. Class sizes of 31 at the intermediate level mean students do not get the individual attention they need. Margaret Litch Nanaimo My students with special needs have fewer opportunities to integrate into mainstream classes because the mainstream classes are all full and the mainstream teachers have fewer resources on hand to support students. Ken Manning Vernon There are more guidelines to the ESL program, which have serious effects on the classroom program. There is limited or no support for students with learning disabilities. Resource time is inadequate because of the combined ESL/resource model due to financial cutbacks. Students with English as their first language, who are experiencing learning difficulties, are being hit the worst. Classes can be overloaded with students with special needs, students with behavioural difficulties, and ESL students and teachers are left with an impossible job. Joyce Peatch Richmond These comments from teachers reflect the changes teachers have seen in school since the B.C. Liberals stripped learning conditions from our collective agreement. They are not in any way intended to be a comment on the work of colleagues. You can speak up about public education by going to bctf.ca/SpeakUp.html. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=27103&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 7, May/June 2012   BC Teacher-Librarians’s Association  By Heather Daly   The story of the BC Teacher-Librarians’ Association begins in 1939, when it was founded under the name “BC School Librarians’ Association.” It was in that year, for the first time, that “all forty-nine elementary schools [in Vancouver] had libraries, making Vancouver the only city in Canada with that level of service” (Obee 115). At that time, Victoria librarian Margaret Clay noted that the libraries in schools should include “gramophone records and good periodicals” (115). School libraries “…became more important in the instructional program, beginning in 1964, due to teaching methods that stressed independent learning and individualized instruction” (Haycock 22). In 1966, “The Department of Education conducted a Survey of British Columbia School Libraries giving support for a strong school library program to support inquiry and discovery learning” (22). The BC School Librarians’ Association officially became a PSA in 1967, and the association was a founding member of the PSA Council in 1971. In the mid-1970s, the term “teacher-librarian” was developed in BC to emphasize the teaching portion of the role and that the professional in the library was a teacher and BCTF member; concordantly, the school library came to be seen more as a classroom in its own right. In 1983, the BC School Librarians’ Association became the BC Teacher-Librarians’ Association to reflect the changed role. The term “teacher-librarian” is now commonly used throughout the world. Today, the BC Teacher-Librarians’ Association (BCTLA) offers: a year-round professional development program featuring an annual conference, webinars, and a summer institute. the annual Drop Everything and Read day which last year had over 60,000 participants, and other events including Love Your School Library Day. social media options, including seven blogs, three wikis, two Twitter accounts, a Ning, and a Facebook group. professional publications such as The Bookmark journal, school library position statements, and BCTLA book reviews. guides and tools for all BC educators, including The Points of Inquiry: A Framework for Information Literacy and the 21st-Century Learner and Ethics of Information Use: A Guide for Teachers. 14 awards and grants, including one to support teacher-librarian professional inquiry. resources and statistics to support school library and teacher-librarian advocacy efforts, including the results from BCTLA’s nearly 30 years of annual BC school library working and learning conditions surveys. It is important to note that from its inception, BCTLA has drawn its strength from its chapters. In addition to the initiatives and opportunities that are offered at the provincial level, the BCTLA’s chapters (local specialist associations) provide professional development, advocacy for school libraries and teacher-librarians, and promotion of inquiry-based reading and learning at the local level. The Central Okanagan Teacher-Librarians’ Association (COTLA), for example, annually organizes the COTLA Author Week, the Surrey Chapter of the BCTLA is involved in the Surrey Book of the Year program, and teacher-librarians in Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows organize Bookfest. Other BCTLA chapters provide even broader service to their communities, such as the Vancouver Teacher-Librarians’ Association’s support for the Intrepid Pens, a Downtown Eastside Vancouver women’s group focused on reading and writing. The BC Teacher-Librarians’ Association serves as an example to other associations. Beginning in the 2012–13 school year, BCTLA will be the subject of a two-year school library advocacy study sponsored by the American Association of School Librarians. The chair of the awards committee who scrutinized the grant application for the study noted that the research “has the potential to serve as a model for future school-library advocacy.” BCTLA has also recently been invited to join an international committee working to develop a school library advocacy toolkit. In 2014, the BC Teacher-Librarians’ Association will celebrate its 75th anniversary as a group of “Professionals—Serving School Libraries” in British Columbia. Heather Daly, president, BCTLA, www.bctf.ca/bctla  References:   Haycock, Ken. 2008. “School Libraries in Vancouver: Factors Affecting Development.” The Bookmark 48, 2: 19–25. Vancouver: British Columbia Teacher-Librarians Association. Obee, Dave. 2011. The Library Book: A History of Service to British Columbia. Vancouver: British Columbia Library Association.  )
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/ResearchReports.aspx?id=5568,BCTF > 2001wlc02, I love teaching English, but... A study of workload of English teachers in BC secondary schools  	BCTF Research Reports  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Publications > Research Reports   PDF version BCTF Research Report Section III 2001-WLC-02 "I love teaching English, but...." A study of the workload of English teachers in B.C. secondary grades September, 2001 Charlie Naylor, BCTF Research John Malcolmson Contents Executive Summary Acknowledgments Introduction Section 1: Who are the secondary English teachers of B.C.? Age Gender and FTE status Geographic location Educational level Years of teaching experience Years of teaching English School type Timetables used Percentage of time teaching English Section 2: Courses taught, class sizes, and class composition Courses taught Class sizes Class composition Changes in class composition over time Section 3: The organization and allocation of secondary English teachers’ work time Marking Preparation time Meetings, paperwork, and other administrative tasks Providing tutorials Participation in students’ extra-curricular activities Section 4: Changes over time, and the nature of English teaching today Perceived changes in teaching English over time The nature of English teaching today Section 5: Stress and coping strategies Stress and its effects on teachers’ personal lives Teaching/school-related strategies to manage workload pressures and reduce stress Conditions required to improve the work of teaching English Section 6: Discussion and recommendations Appendix: English Teaching Workload Survey Questionnaire Executive Summary Nature and methodology of the study The study emerged out of a British Columbia Teachers’ Federation (BCTF) Annual General Meeting resolution in 1999 to study the workload of secondary English teachers in the province. In the fall of 2000 and spring of 2001, a questionnaire survey was developed to gather data regarding the nature and extent of teacher workload, as well as teacher perceptions of workload-related stress and their ability to cope with this stress. The survey was distributed to secondary schools throughout the province. A total of 737 completed surveys were returned. Those surveyed show a demographic profile broadly similar to that of the entire B.C. teacher force, although the following three demographic differences did emerge. In terms of age, survey respondents reflect fewer middle-aged to older secondary English teachers (aged 40 years and over) as compared to the provincial profile. Secondary English teachers are less likely to work part-time as compared with teachers overall. Secondary English teachers have a significantly higher percentage of people with post-graduate university degrees as compared with the provincial pattern for all teachers. Major findings The study shows that: Secondary English teachers work long hours, with an average work-week of more than 53 hours. There is also the real likelihood that this figure underestimates the true extent of work because, for example, it does not include any time spent in marking or preparation when school classes are not in session. Teachers also traditionally appear to underestimate work hours in survey returns, compared to diary time-use studies. The long hours of secondary English teachers are driven primarily by preparation and marking needs, which together account for more than 19 hours of an average teacher’s work week — about two-thirds of reported non-contact time spent on the job. Secondary English teachers report on balance that workload levels have increased in recent years. School organization plays a major role in determining teacher perceptions of workload, with semester-based schools showing the highest levels of dissatisfaction in areas like the organization of preparation time. Secondary English teachers report high and increasing numbers of ESL students and students with special needs in their classes, and more than double the numbers of such students than are recognized as such by the Ministry of Education. Secondary English teachers report that they adjust their methods of teaching to cope with the workload pressures. Such adjustments are driven therefore by workload coping-requirements rather than by pedagogical factors or criteria. Secondary English teachers report widespread symptoms of stress and varying abilities to cope with stress. Both age and gender appear to be relevant variables in how stress and coping ability are perceived, with female and younger teachers reporting both the worst impacts and lesser coping ability. The report’s findings point to a serious incipient problem with secondary English teacher attrition. Many teachers surveyed signal an intention to seek other teaching assignments or to leave teaching altogether because of the inordinate workload created by relentless marking pressures and other time demands. When examined together with age and stress-related data, these findings suggest the possibility that significant numbers of middle-aged, middle-career teachers are leaving secondary English for other work venues, owing to workload demands and related stress. Unless redressed in a real and serious way, the workload of secondary English teachers and the resultant attrition of teachers will likely continue to exacerbate trends pointing towards a shortage of teachers in the near future. "I love teaching English, but the onerous nature of the marking and the challenge of dealing with developing good writing skills have resulted in my requesting to teach Elective courses." "I love teaching English, but feel overburdened and stressed by my workload." "I love teaching English, and I am considered an exemplary one at my school. But I can’t sustain it.... I am pursuing a position in another subject area, one that I am retraining for. Teaching English has become an inhuman task for me. I wish for a fuller, more balanced life." "I love teaching and I love teaching English, but without a year-long spare, I dread the job." "I love literature and I try to be an enthusiastic teacher, but I regret ever going into this field because I have sacrificed many personal relationships and good health." Acknowledgments The authors of this report wish to thank all the English Department Heads who kindly distributed survey instruments to English teachers in their schools. Thanks also to the four Coquitlam English teachers (Avril Chalmers, Tina Grabenhorst, Brenda McNeil, and Wendy Vitter) who shared their knowledge and understanding of teaching secondary English in B.C.’s schools. Their advice was crucial in developing the survey instrument and in generating deeper understanding of the data which has helped us to complete this report. The Coquitlam Teachers’ Association kindly provided meeting space for the planning committee of Coquitlam teachers and BCTF staff. Thanks also to the B.C. Teachers of English and Language Arts Provincial Specialist Association for their support and encouragement during this project. Finally, our thanks are due to all the secondary English teachers who added to their workload by taking time to complete the survey. We hope that our report respects your input, reflects the reality of secondary English teaching, and offers constructive proposals for ameliorating those areas where workload is excessive. Introduction The issue of workload has grown as a focus of concern for teachers in recent years. At the 2000 Annual General Meeting of the British Columbia Teachers’ Federation (BCTF), this concern was reflected in a Resolution from the Coquitlam chapter of the English/Language Arts Provincial Specialist Association (PSA). Resolution 109 called for a provincial survey of class size, class composition, and workload issues for secondary English teachers and was adopted by the Annual General Meeting. Subsequently, BCTF researcher Charlie Naylor working with consultant John Malcolmson met with members of the Coquitlam PSA chapter and developed a survey instrument to collect data on English teachers’ work and on their perceptions of workload factors and related issues (see Appendix). The survey was distributed to secondary and middle-school English Department Heads in all but the smallest schools in the province. A total of 737 completed surveys were returned by teachers in 53 school districts. It is difficult to estimate the precise response rate for two reasons. First, the distribution of the surveys depended on surveys being passed from English Department Heads to members of their departments. Judging by the number of responses, Department Heads did indeed pass the survey on to teachers in their departments, yet there is no way of knowing precisely how many surveys were disseminated or how many potential respondents there are. Secondly, there have been no provincial data kept on the numbers of secondary teachers by subject area since the Data Management Branch of the Ministry of Education ended this category of data collection five years ago. In spite of these problems, the survey response rate can be tentatively estimated at above 30 per cent. This figure is based on an estimate of the total number of English teachers derived from counting the numbers teaching English in a small sample of schools, calculating a ratio of one English teacher per 100 secondary/middle-grade students, and extrapolating a provincial total from this count. While there is an obvious element of estimation built in to this approach, it offers a reasonable approximation of the survey’s response percentage. SECTION 1: Who are the secondary English teachers of B.C.? 1. Age The following table offers a detailed age breakdown for those returning completed surveys, compared with that of B.C.’s overall teacher force. Table 1: Age Distribution of Survey Respondents Compared to the Provincial Profile Age Group Survey Respondents Provincial Profile1 Survey Variance from Profile Under 30 14.8% 9.4% +5.4% 30-39 Years 32.6% 23.6% +9.0% 40-49 Years 21.1% 33.2% -12.1% 50 and Over Years 31.6% 33.7% -2.1% Secondary English teachers appear to be somewhat younger than the general teaching population. Over 47 per cent of survey respondents are under age 40, compared to 33 per cent provincially. The age breakdown of respondents points to two age brackets that together comprise almost two-thirds of English teachers, the first group in its 30s and the second in its 50s. The latter group is the only age group where respondents’ age distribution matches the larger provincial age profile. Of particular interest in the profile of overall returned surveys is the smaller percentage of teachers aged 40–49 years. 2. Gender and FTE status Table 2: Gender and FTE Status of Survey Respondents (provincial profile in brackets)   Gender % Full-time as % Total Part-time as % Total Male 34.1% (34.0%) 91.7% (90.7%) 8.3% (3.2%) Female 65.9% (66.0%) 79.8% (69.2%) 20.2% (20.2%) Overall   84.0% (76.5%) 16.0% (20.3%) The above table shows the survey’s gender and FTE status breakdown compared again to provincial profiles. The above table illustrates that, for the most part, the gender profile of respondents closely matches the provincial profile. However, a few additional points can be made. Proportionately more teachers in the province work part-time than do English teachers, or, conversely, proportionately more English teachers work full-time than is reflected in the provincial profile. Proportionately more women respondents worked full-time than do women teachers generally, although women teachers of English appeared two-and-a-half times more likely to work part-time than do male English teachers. Those secondary English teachers working part-time typically work 0.75 FTE or more. The gender distribution of English teachers varies considerably with age. The older the age group, the more male teachers it has as a percentage of the total within that age group. The following chart looks at the pattern of gender distribution by 10-year age groups. Table 3: Gender Distribution of English Teachers by Age Group As can be seen, English teachers aged in their twenties are most likely to be female — by close to a four-to-one margin. Gender distribution changes steadily as teachers get older. By the time English teachers reach their fifties and sixties, the overall gender distribution is much closer to parity. English teachers are also more likely to work at or near full-time status with the advancement of age, but here the increase in percentage is relatively slight. The next chart looks at the weighted average FTE status by age group. Teachers in their 20s work at an average 95 per cent FTE level. This level rises gradually with the age of teachers. For the smaller group of English teachers in their 60s, all reported working full-time. Table 4: FTE Status by Age Group 3. Geographic location Survey respondents came from all areas of the province. In order to test how closely the geographic distribution of survey respondents matched that of the provincial secondary teacher population overall, respondents’ demographic data from three regional areas were compared with the general teacher distribution in the same areas. These areas were the lower mainland, Vancouver Island including the Gulf Islands, and the rest of B.C.2 Close to 53 per cent of respondents to the survey worked in lower mainland school districts (defined here to include districts 33 through 45). This compares to 51 per cent of the province’s educators who work in the same districts. Respondents from Vancouver Island represented 15 per cent of the total respondents, while 16 per cent of all educators in the province work there. Some 32 per cent of respondents lived and worked elsewhere in the province, while 33 per cent of educators are to be found here. The survey data therefore appear to closely match the overall geographic distribution of secondary teachers. 4. Educational level Respondents were asked to indicate their highest level of university education. The next table shows the breakdown. The data show seven of 10 English teachers reporting a bachelors-level of educational qualification. Overall 27.2 per cent report some level of graduate degree, whether Masters or Doctorate. Although the Ministry of Education does not publish statistics relating to educational qualification of the province’s educators, it is highly likely that the percentage of secondary English teachers holding graduate degrees is significantly higher than the percentage for the entire teacher force.3 Almost exactly half of respondents indicated they had pursued educational upgrading relevant to their current work. The types of courses and programs listed varied considerably and included partial degree requirements, individual courses, diplomas, certificates and other kinds of specialized training. Table 5: Highest Educational Level of Survey Respondents Question What is your highest level of university education? Level Teacher Count % of Total Bachelors 512 70.1% Masters 195 26.7% Doctorate 4 0.5% Other 19 2.6% 5. Years of teaching experience The survey gathered information on experience levels of secondary English teachers. The following table summarizes the pattern of responses and compares it with the provincial teacher profile.4 Table 6: Teaching Experience of Survey Respondents Experience Group (Years) Survey Respondents Provincial Profile Variance from Profile Less than One 0.7% 3.0% -2.3% One to Four 18.0% 18.2% -.02% Five to Nine 24.1% 20.5% +3.6% Ten to Nineteen 25.2% 29.3% -4.1% Twenty and Over 31.9% 29.0% +2.9% The data show a smaller number of new teachers — those with less than a year of experience or, in other words, within their first year of teaching. For the next category (1–4 years), survey respondents matched the provincial profile fairly closely, and in the "Five to Nine" year Group, respondents exceed the profile by a substantial amount. In the "Ten to Twenty" year Group, the relationship is reversed while for teachers with over 20 year of experience the survey group once again exceeded the provincial profile. The data may indicate that relatively few new teachers appear to start their careers teaching English. An alternate explanation might be that smaller numbers of new teachers returned surveys. At the other end of the spectrum, there is a larger group of teachers who stay with teaching English in the latter part of their careers. In between, there could be an attrition of English teachers within the "Ten to Nineteen" year Group. Just what this indicates — burnout, migration to other teaching responsibilities, or to other lines of work — is clearly open to speculation. 6. Years of teaching English The survey also gathered information on years of teaching experience in English as well as in the current school. While there are no provincial data for the latter area, the survey data do point to some important patterns. Table 7: Years Teaching English and Teaching Within Current School, Survey Respondents Experience Range Years Teaching English Years Teaching In Current School Less than 5 years 30.3% 46.7% 6-10 years 24.4% 27.7% 11-20 years 23.6% 17.6% More than 20 years 21.7% 7.9% It is useful to compare the overall experience level of respondents with that of all teachers.5 Ministry of Education data is, however, framed in terms of years of experience within B.C., while the survey solicited the total teaching experience of respondents. Nonetheless, even allowing for this difference, it appears that respondents to this survey who were teachers with more than 20 years of experience may reflect the provincial average of teaching experience. However, substantially more of the respondents to this survey appear to have fewer years of teaching experience than is common in the teaching population. Taken with the data on respondents’ ages, it appears that secondary English teachers have both a substantial group of older experienced educators as well as a substantial number of younger and less-experienced teachers — more than is the norm for teachers as a whole. Such a tentative demographic breakdown may point to an internal stratification of secondary English teachers along age lines. For this reason, it will be important to examine various other aspects of the survey responses in light of this particular breakdown. 7. School type The following table examines the distribution of survey respondents by school type against the overall provincial pattern. Table 8: School Type, Survey Schools and Provincial Profile School Type Respondents Provincial Middle 3.3% N/A Junior Secondary 7.5% 18% Secondary 76.9% 78% Senior secondary 12.1% 4% Ministry Standard Report information does not as yet include a "Middle School" designation, making comparisons with that school type problematic. It appears that the numbers of survey respondents’ who work in schools with a "secondary" designation closely match the provincial profile, while the survey received a higher proportion of responses from senior secondary English teachers than might be expected from the provincial data.6 8. Timetables used There appears to be a significant discrepancy between the prevalence of timetable systems used across the province’s secondary schools and the timetables used in the schools of respondents. Substantially fewer responses were received from schools with linear systems, and substantially more from schools with semester systems than might be expected from the provincial profile.7 The following table provides the comparison. Table 9: Distribution of Respondents by Timetable Used Timetable Used Respondent Schools Provincial Secondary School Organization Variance from Provincial Profile 10-month linear 32.1% 47.0% -14.9% Combination linear/semester 22.6% 17.3% -5.3% Semester/Trimester 40.6% 23.8% +16.8% Quarter/Copernican 3.7% 3.3% +0.4% Other 1.0% 8.6% -7.6% The data in the table indicate "Semester" and "Linear" systems as most prevalent in schools teaching secondary English. Together with the "Combination" timetables, these schools account for over 95 per cent of respondents’ schools. For the province as a whole, these three categories account for 88 per cent of all secondary schools. There were a high number of survey returns from English teachers in semester timetable systems, and these returns reflected a theme of some dissatisfaction with the availability and spacing of preparation time in such systems. As is indicated in the later discussion of stress symptoms, a significant number of English teachers see use of the semester timetable system as exacerbating their workload and resultant stress. 9. Percentage of time teaching English Teachers were also asked to provide information on the percentage of teaching load that is secondary English. The following table shows the distribution of responses. Table 10: Percentage of Respondents’ Teaching Load that is Secondary English Teaching Load Range (% of Total Load) % of Survey Respondents 20% or less 5.6% 21 to 40% 10.2% 41 to 60% 15.8% 61 to 80% 16.5% Over 80% 51.9% As can be seen, a majority of survey respondents have secondary English comprising in excess of 80 per cent of their total teaching load. Indeed, over 43 per cent taught English at least 90 per cent of their total teaching time. Respondents indicated a tendency to teach more secondary English as they grew older. As the next table shows, English teachers in their twenties and thirties taught English on average on the lower end of the "61–70%" of total time band. This figure rose to the lower end of the "71–80%" total time band for teachers in their 50s and 60s. Table 11: Percentage of Secondary English Teaching Load by Age Group Age Group Percentage Band Relative Position within % Band 20s 61-70% Lower 30s 61-70% Lower 40s 61-70% Middle 50s 71-80% Lower 60s 71-80% Lower The following table shows the distribution of survey respondents by number of hours of weekly English classroom time. Table 12: Percentage Distribution of Respondents by Weekly Hours of English Teaching The data indicate that the largest percentage clusters occur between the 12 and 25 hours levels where two-thirds of survey respondents are found. The tallest bars in the chart occur at the 20 and 25 hour levels which together account for just under one fifth of all secondary English teachers covered by the survey. SECTION 2: Courses taught, class sizes, and class composition Respondents were asked to list all courses taught which fitted within the English Department, the grade levels of those classes, and the total number of students in each class. Numbers of English as a Second Language students and students with special needs for each class were also requested, both in terms of those in each category who were officially designated in both categories, and in terms of those whom the respondent considered to be legitimately within the English as a Second Language or "special needs" categories, but who were not officially designated. Numbers of those students designated as "Gifted" were also requested. While respondents listed 16 Language Arts courses taught in total, 78% taught English courses, with Communications, Humanities and English Literature the three most commonly-taught Language Arts classes other than English. 1. Courses taught The following table shows average reported class size by type of course. Course types are listed in descending order of frequency. Table 13: English Course Type and Average Class Sizes by Type of Secondary English Class English Course Type Number of Classes Reported % of Total Classes Reported Average Class Size English 2,327 78.0% 26.3 Communications 169 5.7% 18.7 Humanities 129 4.3% 28.1 English Literature 81 2.7% 20.8 Writing 67 2.2% 20.2 Other English 62 2.1% 19.5 Honour English 32 1.1% 23.8 Advanced Placement 26 0.9% 21.0 Journalism 22 0.7% 16.8 Enriched English 17 0.6% 21.1 International Baccalaureate 16 0.5% 25.8 Modified English 8 0.3% 16.4 Pre-International Baccalaureate 8 0.3% 25.0 Technical Professional Comm. 5 0.2% 17.0 Composition 5 0.2% 27.8 Adapted English 5 0.2% 19.0 Total Classes 2,982     As is evident from the table, close to four of five classes covered in the survey were standard English classes. The remaining one-fifth carried some form of other designation. 2. Class sizes The next table looks at survey results in the area of reported class size. Table 14: Average Class Size, Classes Reporting and Respondents, by Grade Grade Average Reported Class Size Number of English Classes Reporting % of Survey Respondents Reporting Teaching this Grade 8 26.0 417 35.7% 9 26.2 450 39.5% 10 26.2 528 44.6% 11 25.3 663 52.5% 12 24.8 779 48.3% Overall Average 25.6     While average class sizes appear to fall within collective agreement norms, it is apparent that the average size of reported classes falls with the increase in grade level. Next is the distribution of reported classes by grade and class-size range. Table 15: Distribution of Reported Class Size Frequency by Size Groups Grade Number of Reported Classes by Student Size Groups 10 or less students 11–15 students 16–20 students 21–25 students 26–30 students Over 30 students 8 15 10 38 134 237 17 9 33 7 44 119 247 34 10 24 21 44 151 281 48 11 39 26 68 193 323 50 12 45 48 112 218 328 42 Total Classes 156 112 306 815 1,416 191 % of Total Classes 5.2% 3.7% 10.2% 27.2% 47.3% 6.4% Close to half of all reported classes fall within the 26-30 student size range. While a similar percentage are smaller than this, it is important to note than over six per cent of secondary English classes fall above this size range. It is possible that some of these exceed class-size limits in collective agreements. 3. Class composition The survey also asked respondents to report numbers of English as a Second Language and Special Needs students, both those designated by the Ministry of Education as well as non-designated students — those who in the judgment of the teacher were either ESL or Special Needs but were not officially designated as such. The next table looks at reported English as a Second Language composition data. Table 16: Average English as a Second Language Students, Designated and Non- Designated, by Grade Level Grade Average ESL Students per Class (Designated) Average ESL Students per Class (Non-Designated) Total Reported ESL Students 8 1.1 1.7 2.8 9 1.3 1.5 2.8 10 1.5 2.5 4.0 11 2.3 3.1 5.4 12 1.8 3.4 5.2 Average 1.7 2.5 4.2 The numbers of designated students within the English as a Second Language categories appear within the norms of many collective agreements. What may be of greater concern, however, are the numbers of non-designated students reported by respondents. While the data indicate an average of 1.7 ESL students who are designated, the total impact on teacher workload is significantly greater when "Non-designated" students are factored in. All told, survey respondents counted one and a half times as many "Non-Designated" as "Designated" ESL students. Consequently, when the latter are included, the total number of teacher-reported English as a Second Language students rises to 4.2 on average per class, nine per cent of the total number of students in an average secondary English class. The following table looks at reported information regarding students with special needs within secondary English classes. Table 17: Average Students with Special Needs, Designated and Non-Designated, by Grade Level Grade Average Special Needs per Class (Designated) Average Special Needs per Class (Non-Designated) Total Reported Special Needs Students 8 3.2 2.4 5.6 9 2.1 1.7 3.8 10 1.7 1.7 3.4 11 1.3 1.8 3.1 12 1.2 1.5 2.7 Average 1.9 1.8 3.6 Here the number of "Non-Designated" students is roughly equivalent to the number of "Designated" students. When both categories are added together, the average secondary English class appears to contain double the number of special needs students officially recognized by the Ministry of Education. The survey also gathered information on reported numbers of "Gifted" students within secondary English classes. The following table shows the average reported incidence by grade level. Table 18: Average Gifted Students, by Grade Level Grade Average of Gifted Per Class 8 1.6 9 1.6 10 1.5 11 1.7 12 1.9 Average 1.6 The data show a slight tendency for the number of gifted students to rise with the increase in grade levels. On average, secondary English teachers identify 1.6 such students in each class. The prevalence of ESL students in English classes increases with grade level, while the reverse is true for the prevalence of students with special needs, with less than half the numbers reported at Grade 12 than in Grade 8. Combining the ESL and special needs numbers reported shows respondents indicating between 25.2% (Grade 9) and 33.6% (Grade 11) of their students were either ESL or having special needs. The average class included 30.5% of students in these categories. Analysis of qualitative data gathered by the survey identifies class composition, and specifically the numbers of students who are either English as a Second Language or have special needs, as an issue of concern for secondary English teachers. In some cases, respondents note the increased time and demands of working with such students, the need to adapt curriculum, or mention reduced district support for English as a Second Language students and/or students with special needs, resulting in greater workload for classroom teachers: "In a lot of cases the curriculum is adapted/modified to meet the needs of these (special needs) students. While my particular school has good support for these students, there is considerable work involved in order to provide these kids with a suitable program." "As higher numbers of ESL students enter regular classes, teachers must spend more tutorial time to upgrade these students. This time demand, when combined with adapting curriculum, places much more stress on teachers." "I am a well qualified and experienced ESL teacher. My district is reducing and reorganizing (eliminating) portions of the district program that I teach in my school. If this program is disbanded, ESL students will be integrated with minimal support into regular classes — to their and the teachers’ disadvantage." "Integration means that English classes are far more challenging and frustrating to teach; difference in capabilities within a class is huge." "(There is) a high percentage of students with learning/behavioural problems who are not officially special needs students but need a lot of extra attention and alternate materials." 4. Changes in class composition over time The following table looks at teacher perceptions of changes in the size of their secondary English classes over the past five years. Table 19: Changes in Class Size Compared with Five Years Ago Question: In the last five years, have class sizes generally decreased, increased, or stayed the same? Response Options Number of Responses % of Responses Considerably Smaller 1 0.2% Somewhat Smaller 32 5.0% Same 375 58.3% Somewhat Larger 213 33.1% Considerably Larger 22 3.4% Total Responses   643   As the table indicates, a little over five per cent of respondents reported lower class sizes compared to five years ago, 58.3 per cent reported unchanged class size, and 37.5 per cent reported increases, whether "somewhat" or "considerable". While an identical percentage reported an increase in designated English as a Second Language students over a three-year period, a substantially greater number of respondents (56 per cent) cited increased numbers of non-designated English as a Second Language students. Over the same period, 54 per cent of respondents reported increased numbers of designated students with special needs over the last five years, while over two-thirds reported more non-designated students with special needs over the same period. Table 20: Class Composition Compared with Five Years Ago, Percentage of Respondents Question: In the last five years, how has class composition changed, on average? Response Options Designated ESL Non-Designated ESL Designated Special Needs Non-Designated Special Needs Increased 37.8% 56.0% 53.9% 67.1% Stayed the Same 48.1% 40.3% 39.9% 30.9% Decreased 14.1% 3.7% 6.2% 2.0% With the exception of "Designated ESL", significant majorities of teacher respondents indicate an increase in the incidence of integrated special needs and English as a Second Language students into their classrooms. While anywhere from 30 to 50 per cent of respondents see things as having "stayed the same", very few teachers report a decrease in either English as a Second Language or Special Needs students in their classrooms. Together the perception of increased class size and changed composition underline the view that English teachers’ workload has intensified. The combination of increased class size, and increased prevalence of limited English, or an exceptionality, during the last five years, suggest that workload demands faced by secondary English teachers have been impacted significantly by changing class size and composition. Changes to provincial ESL policy may be a factor in the increased numbers of non-designated English as a Second Language students reported by English teachers. Provincial policy caps English as a Second Language service at five years, although the research clearly shows that such a period may be inadequate for the academic needs of many English as a Second Language students.8 If the province terminates ESL funding after five years service, there is no incentive for a school district to identify such students as ESL. It is also clear that proportionately more secondary than elementary English as a Second Language students will not be designated, as any ESL student funded for five years in grades K-7 will enter secondary schools and not be eligible for additional funded ESL support. It can be argued that the consequences of capping limit the ability of secondary teachers to meet students’ needs. Without funding, there is less specialist ESL teacher support for classroom teachers. Less ESL specialist support means that each English teacher carries extra responsibility to adapt pedagogy or curriculum, or even to identify appropriate strategies for use with English as a Second Language students. Teaching mandatory academic English courses to students with limited English proficiency therefore becomes more difficult and complex, which adds to the workload of these teachers. SECTION 3: The organization and allocation of secondary English teachers’ work time Not all survey respondents held full-time teaching jobs. While about 84 per cent — about five of six respondents — reported working full-time, the balance indicated varying levels of part-time status. For the survey as a whole, the average FTE status of a respondent calculates out to 95.6 per cent.9 On average, the survey data shows that a full-time secondary English teacher spends 23.6 per week as contact time within the classroom.10 However, survey questions and responses allowed for the calculation of amounts of time spent weekly by English teachers on the other, non-contact components of their work. The following table provides a breakdown based on a typical or average FTE respondent. Table 21: Average Weekly FTE Non-Contact Time Spent on Work-Related Tasks Activity At School Evenings Weekends Total Time Marking 3.5 4.3 3.7 11.5 Preparation 3.4 2.3 1.8 7.6 Meetings 1.6 0.3 0.0 2.0 Paperwork/ record-keeping 1.9 0.8 0.6 3.4 Other administration 1.5 0.3 0.2 2.0 Other job-related 1.7 0.8 0.6 3.1 Total 13.7 8.8 7.0 29.5 % of Total 46.3% 30.0% 23.7%   The table shows that, on average, a full-time secondary English teacher logs a total of 29.5 hours a week of non-contact time in a series of other activities integrally related to their teaching. Slightly less than half this additional time is spent at school with the balance occurring either during evenings or on weekends. Overall, however, the portion of time spent in contact with students is far surpassed by the non-contact hours devoted to tasks like marking, preparation, paperwork and meetings. Adding time devoted to these tasks to the average contact time yields an average total secondary English teacher work week of 53.1 hours. To gauge the full extent of this time commitment, some additional calculations are in order. In a school year that comprised 194 instructional days, a typical secondary English teacher would spend the equivalent of 38.8 annual weeks on the job (194 divided by five). If the average work week total of 53.1 hours is used, this teacher would log a total of 2,060 annual hours on the job (38.8 multiplied by 53.1). This latter amount is the equivalent of 54.9 weeks at 37.5 hours, almost three weeks more than there are in a full calendar year. Put another way, if English teachers worked every one of a year’s 52 weeks, and took no statutory or other holidays, they would still be working an average of 39.6 hours each week.11 When looked at from the vantage point of calculations like these, the much-advertised holiday breaks that teachers routinely receive take on a different meaning — as vital recuperative periods within an annual work and time commitment that far exceeds the norm in other fields. Only six per cent of respondents stated that the time spent in work-related tasks had decreased over the last five years. Four out of ten teachers indicated they spent "somewhat more" time in tasks other than direct teaching today as compared with five years ago. And 23.1 per cent said they spent "considerably more" time in such tasks now. Close to three of every four secondary English teachers therefore report some level of increase in the time taken by these tasks as compared with the recent past. 1. Marking For many teachers of English, time spent in marking represents the single most significant factor contributing to increased workload. As the last table indicated, respondents report spending from eleven to twelve hours a week marking students’ work. In the area of the survey form geared to eliciting open-ended comments about work, more than twice as many of these comments were directed to the issue of excessive marking as were made about any other issue. The time spent is significant in itself, but the comments of respondents underline how the pressures of relentless marking are forcibly endured by English teachers in the field. Three factors emerge as problematic in the context of teachers’ marking workload: (1) The sheer quantity of marking is excessive and appears out of line with marking requirements in other subject areas. Excessive marking is taking a serious toll on English teachers, and some are opting out of teaching English. "The marking is overwhelming, and I only teach English 50% of the time." "I believe that it is crucial that the marking load for English teachers be taken into consideration. If we are expected to teach students to write, we need time to mark and to give feedback. Because the load is too heavy, I have opted to go part-time." "3 of the 5 English teachers on my staff are suffering obvious signs of stress and burn-out. Many English teachers are opting for other courses where there is not such a high marking/prep load." "Marking loads … make the teaching of English more onerous than any other course. There is a huge difference in workload within schools. Many teachers have little or no marking or prep, whereas English teachers, in particular, have hours of extra work each day without compensation in time or money." "I need more time built in to the timetable for marking; as the ESL component increases so does time spent marking, but there just isn’t more time. I am extremely focused and disciplined regarding my mark load but this is at the expense of other areas of my life." (2) The marking itself is highly demanding because it involves constant reading and assessment of student writing, and this often opens up other issues in students’ lives. "… a block of ‘marking time’ would help tremendously. Teaching senior English classes is daunting at times, especially with the prospect of marking 56 essays. There simply isn’t time to give the necessary feedback to each student, plus the opportunity to give students the chance to rewrite assignments that were poorly written [or they] simply misunder[stood] the assignment." "The marking load of an English teacher is huge! I find it impossible to do full-time English (I took on one non-academic course to reduce load). Also, many issues arise about students’ personal lives through writing, discussion, and this increases teacher stress." "Teaching mostly senior English, I still have nightmares of the full days (no spares) with four classes of senior English followed by 4-5 hours of marking and then planning for the next day. In addition, I marked every Saturday night and planned every Sunday." (3) The lack of recognition of English marking requirements and the inadequate time provided for English marking results in unacceptable levels of fatigue and exhaustion. "As much as I love teaching English, it is very exhausting. More marking time would be great." "Many teachers have little or no marking time, and English teachers in particular, have hours of extra work each day without compensation in time or pay." "The marking load in English (especially senior English) is very high! I get sick every year at Christmas and spend the first two weeks in July in a near-catatonic state." "For Mother’s Day several years ago, my daughter brought home a list of the top three things my mom loves to do. #1 on her list ‘My mother loves to mark papers.’ This was the day I decided to move to part-time." 2. Preparation time Survey respondents were asked to indicate how much preparation time they were allocated within their schools. The term "allocated" is used very specifically in this context to refer to the amount of time formally provided to the teacher during school time. It does not refer to the actual total amount of time spent preparing for classes, most of which occurs beyond the confines of the school day. The following table summarizes the responses. Table 22: Distribution of Preparation Time, by Time Groups Allocated minutes of preparation per Week % Distribution of Respondents 20 or Less 2.5% 20 to 30 2.5% 30 to 40 4.3% 40 to 50 1.9% 50 to 60 7.2% 60 to 70 8.8% 70 to 80 49.0% 80 to 90 1.9% Over 90 22.0% The chart data shows that the most common preparation time allocation was from 70 to 80 minutes per week. The next most common grouping was the "Over 90" minute category. Secondary English teachers’ preparation time is not always evenly distributed throughout the year — about 40 per cent of survey respondents indicated they did not receive allocated preparation time in this manner. The majority of those who reported uneven distribution worked in schools with semester or quarter timetables and indicated preparation time was concentrated in one semester or quarter but not another. Indeed, over 90 per cent of teachers citing uneven preparation time distribution came from schools using either a "Semester" or a "Combination Semester/Linear" timetable. For the survey as a whole, teachers were evenly split when asked whether the distribution of preparation time throughout the year was appropriate to their needs. However, when timetable organization data was examined in relation to teacher views on the appropriateness of preparation time to their needs, those teachers working in semestered schools expressed the highest level of dissatisfaction. Survey respondents from semester schools reported limited preparation time as, in most cases, preparation was only available in one half of the year, with none available in the other half. "I would like to see semestered system eliminated, especially in the teaching of English. If not, then more preparation time (fewer blocks to teach). As I don’t see this happening, I will be looking for another career." "I really enjoy teaching English when I have three courses per semester. I hate it when I have 4 in a semester. Last year, I took unpaid leave of absence to avoid four. This year, I managed because I had English tutorial as one of my four. Next year, I have applied for medical leave so that I’m teaching 3 per semester only." "I have taught in both linear and semestered schools. In the latter, prep time was concentrated in one semester. It was brutal." "I thoroughly enjoy teaching English and it is my first love, but I am now taking on some Junior Socials courses to ease my marking and prep load. I feel much more confident and capable in my teaching when I have more prep time. The semester when I have no prep is exhausting! Many of our English teachers are cutting back on teaching assignments or the number of English courses in order to cope." Table 23: Percentage of Respondents that See Preparation Time Distribution as Inappropriate to Their Needs, by School Organization While semester-school teachers accounted for just over 40 per cent of those participating in the survey, they accounted for 57 per cent of survey respondents expressing dissatisfaction with the distribution of preparation time. And, unlike teachers from schools with other timetabling systems, a clear and sizeable majority of teachers in these schools see inappropriate organization of preparation time as a problem that complicates their work lives. Teachers were also asked about their ability to use preparation time. Less than a third of respondents (30 per cent) stated that they were generally able to use assigned preparation time for its intended purpose. While only 16 per cent reported themselves unable to use such time, the largest block — 54 per cent of respondents — faced regular demands that negatively impacted on the time they had to prepare for classes. The five main activities that reduced teachers’ ability to use preparation time were, in descending order of frequency, as follows: making phone calls; reporting absences; responding to Administrative Officer requests; helping students; and attending meetings. For reasons such as these, many respondents identified the lack of preparation time and its inappropriate distribution as areas of major workload concern. 3. Meetings, paperwork, and other administrative tasks Many respondents cited the wide range of tasks they were required to do, or meetings they were expected to attend, as a significant area of workload concern. "If all I did was teach English, the job would be great. But all of the administrative work wears me down: collecting, evaluating marks, interim report cards, doing report cards using a very un-user-friendly program, taking attendance, signing in-signing out/repairing/ordering/collecting textbooks, long break and bus supervision, screening meetings, grad teas, grad banquets, meet the teacher night, P/T interviews, parent concerns, phone calls, letters, dept. meetings, staff meetings, union meetings, running materials off. All those things other than teaching English!" Many also used the word "expectations" to describe tasks expected of them, with the sense that the expectations were ever-present, constantly growing, and collectively becoming increasingly unmanageable. "When I started teaching English in another province, I was given time to prepare work. Secretaries typed assignments and exams. Fewer expectations were placed on my lunch hours and after-school hours. English teachers had a lighter class load than others for a brief span of time — 20-25 years ago. The teaching suffers when teachers are overworked, as I consider most English teachers to be today." "What I do not love is the pressure I feel to be accountable for statistics beyond my control. I cannot magically make an unskilled group of students academically literate in one year in time to perform on the final exam. Yet, I feel that is the expectations of administrators, district staff and parents." "Teaching English is less and less the issue. The issue is that we are expected to assume the responsibilities once assumed by the family." 4. Providing tutorials Tutorial time is time English teachers devote to assisting students that does not involve teaching a specific class. Almost 70 per cent of English teacher respondents reported they provided regular tutorial time for students. In some cases this was assigned as part of a teaching load; in others, it was additional to a teaching load. For either group, the average total weekly time allotment was about 90 minutes. a. Where tutorial time is assigned as part of a teaching load About ten per cent of respondents indicated tutorial time was part of their assigned teaching load. For these teachers, the largest group — about 44 per cent — reported one hour or less tutorial time, another 35 per cent reported between one and two hours, and an additional fifth reported above two hours a week. A total of 13.2 per cent of respondents stated that this time had been reduced in the last five years, while 17.5 per cent stated that it had increased. More than two-thirds of respondents — 69.4 per cent — indicated no change in tutorial assignment allocation over the last five years. b. Where tutorial time is in addition to a teaching load About 63 per cent reported they provided tutorials but that it was additional to their regular teaching load. Of this group, a large number (109 respondents, or 27 per cent of the total) offered tutorial time for exactly one hour a week, with slightly under half that number providing 30 minutes of weekly tutorial time. Some 58 per cent of respondents in this group offered an hour or less of tutorial time. A quarter offered between one and two hours, while 16 per cent offered more than two hours tutorial in addition to their teaching load. Eight per cent of this group of respondents indicated reduced tutorial time over the last five years, while 40.0 per cent reported an increase. The balance — just over half the group — reported no change. To summarize, these data indicate that close to three-quarters of respondents provided tutorial time. Very few English teachers received tutorial time as part of their assigned time, while almost two-thirds of respondents provided tutorials in addition to their teaching. On balance, there is also clear evidence of an increase in the provision of tutorials as additional work rather than as part of assigned teaching load. The increased prevalence of tutorial time exacerbates the workload of English teachers by increasing teaching/contact time with students and by correspondingly reducing time available for other tasks like preparation or marking. Minimal formal assignment of such time as a part of the regular teaching load, and a common increased expectation of tutorial time in addition to the regular load, would also appear to circumvent contract language dealing with teaching hours. 5. Participation in students’ extra-curricular activities Depending on the activity, between ten and 30 per cent of respondents indicated involvement in a range of extra-curricular activities connected to aspects of English teaching. Thirty per cent were involved in school drama productions, 21.0 per cent in the yearbook production, 20.0 per cent in creative writing activities, and 10.8 per cent in debating. However, most respondents — about seventy-five per cent — indicated involvement in other, non-English related extra-curricular activities. When asked to compare their current level of extra-curricular involvement with that of five years ago, less than twenty five per cent of respondents indicated increased involvement, while 36.3 per cent indicated the same levels of involvement. Close to forty per cent of respondents spend less time now than five years ago on extra-curricular activities, this group being evenly divided between those who spent "somewhat" less and those who spent "considerably" less time. The distribution of respondents by actual time spent on such activities is shown in the chart below. Table 24: Distribution of Respondents’ Extra-Curricular Time, Hours Per Week These data reflect the determined effort of English teachers to participate in extra-curricular activities, whether English-related, sports, or club-related. However, it appears that the excessive workload identified by respondents is inducing close to forty per cent of teachers to reduce extra-curricular involvements. Such a trend should be of concern, as it reflects reduced participation in the "community" of school life and translates into potentially fewer opportunities for student participation in extra-curricular interests. SECTION 4: Changes over time, and the nature of English teaching today 1. Perceived changes in teaching English over time English teachers were asked to agree or disagree with four statements related to the nature of English teaching, comparing the present time with the time when each respondent started his or her teaching career. The following table presents the results. Table 25: How English Teaching has Changed Since You Started? Statement % Agreeing I am teaching a greater range of English courses. 49.3% The student population and its needs have become more challenging. 92.7% I have less time available to work with individual students. 86.7% I have less time available to work with students outside class. 76.8% Just under half of respondents said they now taught more English courses compared to when they began teaching. However, close to 90 per cent indicated that the student population had become more challenging today and that they had less time to work with individual students in class. And, more than three out of four secondary English teachers stated they had less time now to work with students outside of the classroom. Response patterns to these questions varied comparatively little when tabulated in relation to differences in school organization. However, the final two statements in the above table did reveal some significant age-related differences in the pattern of responses. Secondary English teachers are progressively less inclined to agree with the notion they had less time for students in class with the increase in age — 95 per cent of teachers in their 20s agreed versus 82 per cent of teachers in their 50s and 58 per cent of teachers in their 60s. For the final statement, a similar pattern presented itself. More than 89 per cent of English teachers in their 20s agreed with the idea they had less time for students outside class whereas for teachers in their 30s and 40s this percentage falls to about 79 per cent. Some 69 per cent of teachers in their 50s agreed while a majority of teachers in their 60s (close to 55 per cent) disagreed with the proposition. Patterns such as these suggest that younger teachers have less capacity to deal with workload pressures without recourse to worklife choices that reduce individual student contact time, thereby potentially compromising the quality of teacher-student interactions. Tabulations for the same questions using male/female gender breakdowns showed women more inclined to agree with most of these questions, but by relatively small margins. 2. The nature of English teaching today In the exploration of workload pressures and teaching strategies, respondents were asked to react to a series of statements designed to explore what makes English teaching challenging. The five statements were not intended to be comprehensive; rather, they were designed to uncover teacher perceptions that might contribute to describing the nature of contemporary English teaching. Table 26: Statements That Describe the Nature of English Teaching Today Question Agree Disagree Students are more inclined to raise personal or sensitive issues in English classes than they are elsewhere in the school. 81.1% 18.9% English teaching has a "counselling" component to it because of the way these issues surface in English classes. 84.5% 15.5% English teachers are routinely expected to deal with literacy issues in my school. 93.1% 6.9% The high level of verbal exchanges in English classes makes English teaching particularly exhausting. 76.5% 23.5% Because all students take English, classes are interrupted for information handouts. 65.2% 34.8% As can be seen, respondents on the whole agreed with each of the five statements, generally by sizeable margins. When the data for these questions was examined in relation to respondents’ gender, some differences did emerge in the pattern of responses but typically they were not great. Secondary English teachers’ agreement with the statements also varied little depending on their level of teaching experience or their age. SECTION 5: Stress and coping strategies 1. Stress and its effects on teachers’ personal lives The impact of English teachers’ workload on personal life was also an area explored in the survey. Respondents were asked whether they experienced certain stress symptoms and how effectively they were able to cope with these symptoms. The next table shows the pattern of responses. Table 27: Stress Symptoms and Coping Abilities Have you had any of the following effects? How effectively do you cope? Stress Symptom Yes No Not coping Somewhat Moderate Very well Fatigue 92.3% 7.7% 7.0% 38.1% 44.7% 10.1% Loss of time for health maintenance 64.3% 35.7% 10.6% 33.8% 36.7% 18.9% Loss of time with family/friends 85.4% 14.6% 8.7% 36.2% 44.0% 11.0% Loss of personal interest/hobby time 86.2% 13.8% 18.4% 37.4% 32.3% 11.9% Loss of interest in other areas 69.4% 30.6% 16.8% 39.9% 30.4% 12.9% Teachers across all ages reported substantial "Fatigue" with little measurable difference between groups. In the area of "Loss of Time for Health Maintenance", the percentage answering "Yes" declined steadily with age, from close to 70 per cent for teachers in their twenties to about 43 per cent for teachers in their 60s. A similar pattern presented itself when teachers were asked about the "Loss of Time for Family or Friends" — almost 89 per cent of teachers in their 20s and 30s said "Yes" while about 82 per cent of teachers in their 50s and 73 per cent in their 60s answered "Yes". When asked about the "Loss of Personal Interest or Hobby Time", almost 90 per cent of those in their 20s and thirties agreed as compared with about ten per cent fewer teachers in their 50s or 60s. And for the symptom "Loss of Interest in Other Areas", younger teachers also reported a greater impact. It appears clear therefore that the youngest English teachers are faring worst in terms of stress symptoms and their impact. At the same time, the coping skills of teachers increase directly and consistently with age. While some 56 per cent of teachers in their 20s report either "Not Coping" or "Coping Somewhat" with the impact of "Fatigue", this figure falls to 25 per cent for teachers in their 60s. Patterns of similar direction and magnitude are present for the symptoms of loss of "Time for Health Maintenance", "Interest in Other Areas" and "Time for Family and Friends." In the case of "Loss of Personal Interest or Hobby Time", a like drop occurs with the increase in age, but the percentage difference is less extreme. The more experienced teachers are, generally the better they report coping with fatigue, although the differences here are not great. The greatest proportion reporting not coping effectively with "Loss of Time for Health Maintenance" are clearly the least-experienced teachers — 14 .4 per cent of those with "0 to 5 years" experience versus 7.1 per cent with those with "over 20 years". "Loss of Time With Family and Friends" shows little discernible pattern with the change in experience level. Similarly, "Loss of Personal Interest or Hobby Time" affects the least-experienced teachers most, although the degree of reported difference is not great. A like pattern is evidenced for "Loss of Interest in Other Areas". Clearly, in this area, levels of teachers’ experience has some role to play in determining the degree to which secondary English teachers cope effectively with job-related sources of stress. In terms of gender, male teachers report less impact from job-related stress symptoms. The largest gender gaps occurring in the areas of "Fatigue" or "Loss of Time for Health Maintenance." At the same time, male teachers claim to be substantially better at coping than women in these same areas, with from ten to twelve per cent fewer responses in the "Not Coping" and "Somewhat Coping" categories. For the other "Symptom" areas, men typically claim to cope better but by a significantly smaller margin. Gender therefore does appear to play a role in determining both the impact of job-related stress and the reported ability to cope effectively with that stress. In general, survey responses dealing with stress and coping abilities reflect a disturbing picture. Younger, less-experienced teachers report both more stress and lesser ability to cope with it, as compared with their older and more experienced colleagues. Similarly, women report greater stress and less successful coping strategies than do men. Patterns such as these are likely having a significant impact on the ability of the public school system and of the secondary English teaching area to attract, hold, and retain teachers. 2. Teaching/school-related strategies to manage workload pressures and reduce stress a. General strategies Respondents were asked to outline their most common teaching /school-related strategies for managing workload pressures. Their chosen strategies are shown below in descending order of priority. Table 28: Individual Teacher Strategies to Manage Workload Pressures Strategy % Indicating Having Used this Strategy 1. Adopting more ‘holistic’ approaches to marking 84.9% 2. Having simpler marking in changed assignments 73.3% 3. Having less individual/written feedback 68.8% 4. Changing teaching methods to save time 67.9% 5. Reducing or eliminating extra-curricular activity 67.5% 6. Teaching less English, more other subjects 41.0% 7. Moving from full-time to part-time teaching 20.1% There were significant variances in responses to the above statements between age groupings. Generally, the older the teachers, the less inclined they are to utilize these strategies. "Changing teaching methods to save time" is an option favoured by three-quarter of teachers in their 20s or 30s, but only by about 57 per cent of teachers in their 50s and 60s. Similarly, some 75 to 80 per cent of teachers in their 20s and 30s report a reliance on "simpler marking in changed assignments", while the percentage drops to between 60 and 65 per cent for teachers in their 50s or 60s. Recourse to "holistic" teaching methods is favoured relatively evenly across the different age groupings as is "teaching less English and more other subjects". Conversely, "reducing or eliminating extra-curricular involvement" rises significantly with the increase in age. In terms of gender, male teachers are more inclined to use Strategies 2 and 3, by margins of six and three percentage points respectively. On the other hand, female teachers report greater reliance on Strategies 5, 6 and 7 with percentage variances of 15, twelve and five points respectively. For the strategies 1, 3 and 4, there are comparatively minor differences based on gender. Little difference is evidenced when data for school organization are examined in conjunction with the "strategy" information. A significant exception emerges when secondary English teachers are asked about moving from full- to part-time status. On average, secondary English teachers from Semester and Combination-based schools are almost twice as likely to work part-time as a coping strategy, compared to their colleagues in schools with other timetable systems. What many English teachers appear to be reporting are strategies they have developed to survive. However, these strategies do not necessarily reflect best pedagogical practices. "While I really try to maintain a high standard of pedagogy in my classroom, my teaching has suffered because of my need for more time to mark and prepare. I end up resorting to less effective or interesting activities because I just can’t always have everything perfectly organized and prepared. Also, a lot of this depends on how many times I’ve taught a particular course. The more times, the more effective the course. I have major reservations about teaching a Grade 12 course unless I get sufficient marking/preparation time." "I’ve requested all Social Studies courses for next year because English is too exhausting! I had to cut back a course last spring because of exhaustion and the very real possibility of marriage breakdown given my lack of time for home, family, and friends." b. Three coping strategies: teaching fewer English classes, teaching part-time, quitting teaching Two reported strategies are particularly disturbing: the fact that some teachers elect to teach less English, or to teach part-time, as coping mechanisms. Both of these strategies were also evident in analysis of the qualitative data, as was a third — the idea that some English teachers were considering quitting teaching altogether, primarily because of workload issues associated with teaching secondary English. "I love teaching English but the onerous nature of the marking and the challenge of dealing with developing good writing skills have resulted in my requesting to teach elective courses." "All the English teachers I know are in despair about the workload. A majority are leaving English for other subjects or other work in the school. We are losing our best, most experienced people because they cannot support the workload anymore." "I am thinking seriously of not teaching English anymore, or of leaving this profession." "I’m part-time now because I cannot handle the stress of huge classes and all that goes with them." "This year, I took a one-block leave to ensure I had year-round prep. I will continue to do this because there is no other way for me to manage my marking, prep, extracurricular responsibilities, etc." "Students deserve teachers who are not exhausted by their work and teachers deserve a professional life that allows time for personal growth. For these two reasons, I decided that it was important to reduce my assignment from full-time (read all of the time) to a part-time assignment." "I am sad to say that I am leaving a career that I’ve loved because I’ve had to give up too much of my life in order to teach English the way I think it needs to be taught." "I intend to leave this profession in one year due to the unreasonable amount of unpaid work, stress and total lack of resources. I refuse to do the job badly, and so I’ll leave before it quite literally kills me." "After only 2 years, I am so stressed and overwhelmed that I am seriously looking at how I can begin taking courses to follow a different career path." These comments underscore the methods English teachers commonly use to cope with their workload. Together they point to a serious and troubling situation. Some teachers report an intention to quit teaching English because the workload is too great for them to cope. Others are electing to be paid part-time but effectively work full-time, and, in worst-case scenarios, teachers are quitting the profession because the system has forced more out of them than they feel they can manage. In each case, there exists a loss to the individual as well as to the educational system. Fewer specialists remain to teacher English. Others subsidize the system by taking less pay through a reduction in their formal teaching load, and some of those use non-paid time to mark papers and prepare for classes. In terms of those who may potentially leave the profession, the survey points to a number of teachers who are seriously considering other options to teaching. It is not possible to state with certainty that there is a progression away from full-time English instruction to working in other subjects, to reduce workload, to part-time work, and to quitting altogether. However, the pattern of survey responses and the open-ended comments offered by teachers within the survey do offer signs that a trajectory of this nature — whether in whole on in part — does indeed exist. If anything, the problem may be underestimated, as the survey was only completed by those still teaching English. Others who may have moved into other subject areas full-time cannot be identified, nor can any teachers who might have quit teaching altogether because of workload pressures. 3. Conditions required to improve the work of teaching English Survey respondents were also asked what conditions they would need in order to do the job well, and given the choices of "Better Resources", "Better Organization" and "Better Professional Support", as well as the opportunity to add any other conditions they considered necessary. The following table shows the overall pattern of responses. Table 29: Conditions Required for Job Improvement Condition Not important Somewhat important Very important Better Resources* 2.7% 24.5% 72.8% Better Organization** 11.6% 40.6% 47.9% Better Professional Support*** 5.4% 39.2% 55.4% * Defined in the survey instrument as "more funding/staff time directed to the teaching of secondary English." ** Defined as "how the teaching of secondary English is organized at the school level." *** Defined as "how teachers and the profession support English teachers." In gender terms, female teachers were consistently more inclined to attach a high level of importance to these three areas of potential redress. Women saw the need for "Better Resources", as "Very Important" 74.4 per cent of the time, compared with 69.5% for men. For "Better Organization", the margin was one of 50.6 per cent to 42.4 per cent. And for "Better Professional Support, the difference was 61.2 per cent to 44.2 per cent. Although there was strong support across the board, "Better Resourcing" was more strongly favoured by older teachers. Interest in "Better Professional Support" was seen as very important by from 51 to 60 per cent of teachers, with the highest support found amongst teachers in their 40s. Age and years of teaching experience do not play a clear role in influencing the way secondary English teachers respond to this question. SECTION 6: Discussion and recommendations The results of this survey reflect the passion and the pain of many secondary English teachers: passion both for teaching their subject area and their students; pain caused by increased and excessive workload. Excessive workload can be broken down into its constituent parts, which appear to be in three categories in a hierarchy of importance. The first is the sheer extent of an average secondary English teacher’s workload, and the volume of hours logged on the job in areas like marking and preparation. The second is class composition, in particular the numbers of students with special needs and the numbers of English as a Second Language students, whether designated or not. The third category includes organizational issues such as timetabling systems, and, in particular, the semester and quarter systems. In terms of marking, there is a strong case for a more overt recognition of the extreme marking load which is part of teaching English. In the past, there has been some assistance for teachers in the form of the provision of "markers" who assisted the teacher by marking some papers, thereby reducing the teacher’s workload. No such markers appeared to be available to the respondents of this survey. Another solution would be a reduction in classroom teaching time and an increase in time allocated in contract to English teachers for marking. Limited and unutilized preparation time is a more complex issue. Secondary teachers in Canada are allocated minimal preparation time, and a good case could be made for increasing the amount of time allocated for preparation. But the current culture of secondary schools and the limited funding available to them appears to limit teachers’ capacity to use time for preparation. Many respondents reported a myriad of tasks that constantly interrupt time allocated for preparation. Teachers’ work, based on the data provided by respondents, involves a wide range of "interruptions" that involve significant time in non-teaching tasks. To remove such interruptions may require changing the culture of schools so that teachers concentrate more on teaching and less on organizational tasks. Such an approach either narrows the focus of secondary schooling, or requires non-teaching personnel to administer non-teaching tasks and areas. While either a cultural change and/or increased resources may be required, such a discussion is beyond the scope of this paper. Changing class composition has made the work of secondary English teachers more difficult and complex. While the numbers of designated English as a Second Language students or students with special needs has increased, support for their successful participation in B.C.’s classrooms has historically been inadequate, and is arguably deteriorating, thereby increasing classroom teachers’ workload. Evidence for B.C.’s inadequate support for students with special needs can be found in a recent paper by Perry et al. (2001).12 Perry writes that: B.C. has a history of under serving exceptional students. In 1987 the ministry provided special education funding to 6.2% of the students enrolled in public schools while other jurisdictions were supporting 12% of their populations. In 1989, the Canadian Council for Exceptional Children reported prevalence estimates for LDs in several jurisdictions across Canada. B.C.’s estimates were the lowest at 1.29%. Estimates in other jurisdictions varied from 3-10%. (p. 18) Perry also gives considerable credibility to English teachers’ perspective that they have increased numbers of non-designated students with special needs in their classroom. He states: … our examination of the resources provided for students with LDs (Learning Disabilities) in B.C.’s schools indicate that services for students with LDs are underfunded (e.g., funds are provided to 2% of the school-age population when experts estimate that the actual prevalence of students with LDs is closer to 4 or 5%). As a consequence, it is possible that LDs are not being identified, or that districts are using funds allocated for 2% of the students to support 4-5% of the students. (pp. 27–28) B.C. funds lower than the prevalent population of students with special needs, and at half the rate of other jurisdictions. It also caps services for ESL students after five years. Collectively, such limited support impacts both students and teachers severely, reducing the capacity of students to maximize learning and significantly increasing the workload of all teachers. It particularly increases the workload of secondary English teachers, whose subject area is language-focused and is mandatory for graduation. This means that all students must take English to graduate, regardless of language proficiency or special need. The issue of class composition, therefore, is a major factor contributing to excessive workload. In addressing this issue, the traditional approach by teacher unions has been to limit the numbers of exceptional or ESL students in any one class. Such an approach now appears extremely limited, when many students who have an exceptionality or limited academic English proficiency are not designated and hence not funded. A better approach, which is reflected in language tabled by the BCTF in current contract negotiations, might combine the limits per class with measures that provide greater support for classroom teachers. These could include smaller class sizes, more ESL/Special Education specialists, and more focus on direct service by such specialists to support the work of classroom teachers. Of 66 contracts within the British Columbia public school system, 59 have secondary class-size language. Of those 59, 32 contracts have a further reduction for secondary English classes, with one to five fewer students in English classes, with the majority allowing for two or three fewer students. Only about half of B.C.’s school districts’ collective agreements, therefore, include reduced class size for English teachers. Even where such reductions occur, the reductions for English classes generally place maximum numbers for English at higher levels than most contracts provide for Science, Industrial Education and Home Economics. Of the thirteen metropolitan districts (Districts 33-45), five have no reduced class size for secondary English, and only one metropolitan district (Surrey) contains a contractual reduction of five students in each English class. The third major issue was that of the use of semester and quarter timetable systems. Significantly greater numbers of returned surveys were received from teachers in semester schools than might have been anticipated from the provincial profile of the numbers of teachers working in such schools. This may indicate dissatisfaction among teachers in such schools, as the BCTF traditionally receives a higher survey response rate when members are dissatisfied with a given issue. The evidence from this survey clearly indicates that teachers perceive a major problem with the capacity of such timetable systems to provide regular preparation time throughout the school year. Such a problem does not seem insurmountable. Some schools in B.C. have adapted semester/quarter systems or blended them with linear systems to provide more regular preparation time for teachers distributed throughout the school year. Some of these adaptations include: placing one grade level on a linear system, and ensuring all teachers take a class in that grade. including a TOC component in the school staffing to allow all teachers occasional release for preparation. team-teaching approaches, with an occasional double class taught by one teacher, thereby providing preparation time. Whether or not these solutions may be used depends on a range of factors, which include school size and contract considerations. Some schools have found limited solutions to preparation time within semester systems. What seems less clear is why schools use semester or quarter timetables if they result in excessive workload and induce stress in teachers. Arguably, the time has come for the merits of the semester and quarter systems to be discussed more openly, with a consideration and comparison of the effects of linear and semester systems on student learning and teacher workload. Prior to conducting this study on workload issues for secondary English teachers, one of this paper’s authors reviewed the international literature on teacher workload and stress.13 When considering the results on this survey in the context of the international literature, the following points are worth noting. One general but important perspective is that responses to workload surveys appear to underestimate actual workload when survey data are compared to diary time-use data. The disturbing data reflected in this study may therefore be an underestimate of what actually occurs. Increased teacher workload and stress is widely reported in Canada, Australia and England/Wales. What most of these jurisdictions have shared in the last ten years is a variety of "reforming" governments with frequent initiatives, high expectations, and generally inadequate funding. Whether the ideology is of the reforming "right" (Thatcher, U.K., or Harris, Ontario) or of the moderate "left" (B.C.’s NDP), almost all such governments have sought to significantly change K–12 education systems under their control. Increased testing, more accountability measures, inclusionary policies, and a range of social interventions have negatively impacted teacher workload as the initiatives pile up to add responsibilities to teachers’ work without removing any existing work or expectations. Consequently, the more reform, the more teacher workload appears to be negatively impacted. The lessons from the U.K., Ontario and B.C. do not inspire confidence that governments understand or care about the effect of their initiatives on teachers’ workload, a sobering thought as a new and likely "reforming" government takes control in B.C. Another issue that emerged in the international literature was that of gender. Women teachers appear to be more at risk than men when workload issues generate stress, in part because of the "double workload" of school and domestic labour and the pressures inherent in balancing professional and home life. Gender appears a significant factor in this study and the findings from this study reflect conclusions broadly found in the literature. Data from this study and from the literature states that women face greater risks than men in terms of failing to cope with workload pressure. Compared to men, women may have, or may take, fewer opportunities to disengage from caring for children and/or elderly parents. A major focus in a predominantly female profession when considering workload should be its effect on women teachers. Proposed solutions should therefore include considerations of gender. Efforts to address workload issues might also focus on teachers entering their mid-career years. When compared with the provincial age-profile for all teachers, the survey respondents reflected a significantly lower percentage of teachers in the 41–49 year age group. It is difficult to be conclusive about why this is happening, because the survey was not able to reach teachers who had left the profession. However, a comparative lack of mid-career English teachers may indicate an exodus of teachers prior to their reaching this career stage. Survey data looking at workload, stress, and coping capacity are of particular relevance in considering this possibility. Data from this survey show younger teachers reporting a higher incidence of workload-related stress and a reduced capacity to cope with stress symptoms, while the demographics show fewer mid-career teachers of English. As such, these data indicate a likely exodus from teaching English, or from teaching altogether, in the mid-career phase. The likelihood of such an exodus is supported by qualitative data, in which many respondents indicated that they had reduced their English teaching load, or were considering leaving the profession altogether. For teachers to leave the profession because of workload-induced stress is unacceptable and amounts to wholly preventable attrition. The case appears strong for reducing workloads and improving supports such as mentoring. Measures to reduce workload should reduce attrition, and would reflect a cost-effective intervention in a time of internationally-increased demand and reduced supply of teachers. This study has explored the issue of workload for secondary English teachers. There is strong evidence that their workload has reached unacceptable limits. Failure to address the issue is likely to be problematic for students whose learning may be negatively affected by overworked and unduly stressed teachers. For those who teach English, many have already incurred significant professional and personal costs while prioritizing the needs of students. In Canadian education systems, which to date provide little evidence of care for the costs incurred to teachers through constant educational "reforms", there is also much to learn from the English situation. In England, the government is belatedly realizing the connection between workload/stress and teachers’ capacity to work effectively. There also exists a growing understanding that teachers will leave the profession if workload and stress are too great, and a recognition that the cost of such attrition is far greater than the costs of reducing workload to levels that are more manageable. At a time when demand for teachers is high, and the supply is reducing, such attrition is seen as increasingly unacceptable. This paper began with a title that stated "I love English teaching, but…." This quote exemplifies the sentiment of many respondents to the survey. They love to teach, they love to teach English, and they love working with students, but the pressures for many English teachers are increasingly surpassing their abilities to cope. Such pressures are what follow the "but" in the title quote. When the "but" becomes greater than the love for teaching, teachers can and will find ways to deal with the pressure, ranging from compromising good practices to reducing their employment status, or quitting the system altogether. Much of the literature clearly states that teachers in many jurisdictions are overworked and stressed. Such a pattern is not unique to English teachers. Nevertheless, this focus on English teachers allows for greater understanding of workload issues, and offers some identification of areas where improvements could be made. This study will be followed with a consideration of workload for all B.C. teachers, elementary and secondary. There is a strong case that B.C.’s educational system may face significant problems with hiring and retention unless action is taken to address teacher workload and stress. It is time therefore to end the platitudes about the central role and importance of teachers, and to take concrete steps to reduce their workload. _____________________________ 1 Provincial data source: B.C. Ministry of Education Standard Report 2057, Age distribution of educators within province (for 2000/2001). This report includes all teachers and administrators in B.C. public schools, so comparisons are approximate rather than exact. [Back] 2 The comparison used Ministry of Education Standard Report 2089, Public school student/educator ratio by school within district/authority (for 2000/2001). [Back] 3 Salary grid placement data published by the Ministry of Education does offer a proxy measure. In 2000/01, the percentage of teachers being paid at Category 6 was 19.3 per cent. This latter percentage probably overstates the extent of graduate degrees because although most Category 6 teaches have graduate degrees, some do not. Ministry of Education Standard Report 2085, FTE educators by gender, experience and salary category (for 2000/2001). [Back] 4 Ministry of Education Standard Report 2067, Years of experience within B.C. education system of educators by position and gender within school district (for 2000/2001). [Back] 5 Ministry of Education Standard Report 2067, Years of experience within B.C. education system of educators by position and gender within school district (for 2000/2001). [Back] 6 Ministry of Education Standard Report 1566B, Secondary school organization by school type and district/authority (for 2000/2001). [Back] 7 Ministry of Education Standard Report 1566A, Number of schools by type and organization within district/authority (for 2000/2001). [Back] 8 Thomas, W.P., and Collier, V. (1997). School effectiveness for language minority students. NCBE Resource Collection Series, No. 9. [Back] 9 See Table 4, page 3 of this report. [Back] 10 Calculated using the average weekly hours of English teacher for survey respondents who both reported working full-time and who also reported that they taught secondary English full-time. [Back] 11 Actually, this calculation probably understates the total extent of work, as many English teachers spend time marking and preparing during weeks when school is not in session. [Back] 12 Perry, N.E., McNamara, J.K., and Mercer, K.L. (May 2001). Principles, policies and practices in Special Education in British Columbia. Paper presented at the CSSE conference, Laval, Quebec. [Back] 13 Naylor, C. (2001). Teacher workload and stress: An international perspective on human costs and systemic failure. Vancouver: BCTF Research.  [Back] Appendix English Teaching Workload Survey Questionnaire (in PDF format) Contacting the authors Charlie Naylor is a researcher in the BCTF’s Research and Technology Division. Contact: cnaylor@bctf.ca. John Malcolmson works as an independent consultant. Contact: jmalcolmson@home.com. Copyright © British Columbia Teachers’ Federation, 2001. All rights reserved. About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141007,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/HuffPostBC/status/473829245278781440,HuffPost BC on Twitter: "The student who was lost, a casualty of Christy Clark's cuts: @MovingParadigms http://t.co/0zBh0NOlQS #bced @bctf #bcpoli" Twitter Search query Search Twitter Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Language: English Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Have an account? Sign in New to Twitter? Join Today » Sign In Phone, email or username Password Sign in Remember me Forgot password? Already using Twitter via text message? Follow Following Unfollow Blocked Unblock Pending Cancel HuffPost BCVerified account ‏ @HuffPostBC Jun 3 The student who was lost, a casualty of Christy Clark's cuts: @MovingParadigms http://huff.to/1l1Z8pB  #bced @bctf #bcpoli Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Retweets 37 Favorites 11 7:11 AM - 3 Jun 2014 Liane Loeppky ‏ @namesescapeme Jun 3 “ @HuffPostBC:The student who was lost,a casualty of Christy Clark's cuts: @MovingParadigms http://huff.to/1l1Z8pB  #bced #bctf" Heartbreaking View summary Hide summary Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Kirsten Rehnby ‏ @MsRLovesToLearn Jun 3 Lack of Support Adds Up “ @HuffPostBC: The student who was lost, a casualty of Christy Clark's cuts: http://huff.to/1l1Z8pB  #bced ...” View summary Hide summary Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Vini ‏ @volimhvar Jun 3 @HuffPostBC @symphily @MovingParadigms @bctf the very sad reality of many BC students. @bcliberals @FassbenderMLA Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Stephen + Karen ‏ @getrealtheatre Jun 3 @HuffPostBC @MovingParadigms @bctf This is so heartbreaking. And so common. Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Dana Bjornson ‏ @physicsfuntime Jun 6 @HuffPostBC @Raffi_RC @MovingParadigms @bctf Sad but true. Govt doesn't even care. Public education is their version of Fast Food. Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Don’t miss any updates from HuffPost BC © 2014 Twitter About Help Ads info Close Flag this media This has already been marked as containing sensitive content. Flag this as containing potentially illegal content. Submit Cancel Learn more about flagging media Dismiss Close Previous Next Close Go to a person's profile Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Close Retweet this to your followers? Cancel Retweet Close Are you sure you want to delete this Tweet? Cancel Delete Close Block Cancel Block Add a location to your Tweets When you tweet with a location, Twitter stores that location. You can switch location on/off before each Tweet and always have the option to delete your location history. Learn more Turn location on Not now Turn off location Close Profile summary Close Your lists Close Create a new list List name Description Under 100 characters, optional Privacy Public · Anyone can follow this list Private · Only you can access this list Save list Close Close Embed this Tweet Add this Tweet to your website by copying the code below. Learn more Hmm, there was a problem reaching the server. Try again? Include parent Tweet Include media Preview Close Sign up for Twitter Not on Twitter? Sign up, tune into the things you care about, and get updates as they happen. Have an account? Sign in » Close Two-way (sending and receiving) short codes: Country Code For customers of United States 40404 (any) Canada 21212 (any) United Kingdom 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM Haiti 40404 Digicel, Voila Ireland 51210 Vodafone, O2 India 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Indonesia 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » See SMS short codes for other countries Close Confirmation)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/11/attacks-on-public-education-are.html,Staffroom Confidential: Attacks on public education are working...where is the NDP? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Thursday, November 1, 2012 Attacks on public education are working...where is the NDP? The news this week that BC parents are increasingly turning to private schools was not surprising. For two decades, teachers and trustees have been raising the alarm over the impact of funding cuts to our public schools. Parents notice too, and if they can afford it, they go elsewhere. One of the biggest differences in private and public schools is class size. Whereas most private schools have classes in the 10 - 15 range for primary and the 15-20 range for secondary, BC public schools now have no class size limits whatsoever above grade 3 and class sizes are often 20 - 24 in primary and 28 - 30 and even larger in secondary. This week a group of students put a video online lamenting their class of 50 and how the only way to reach their teacher was via Facebook (http://youtu.be/k0JBv9n5Wyc). It is one of the single biggest differentiating factors between the two systems, and almost always a selling point for private schools. The BC Liberals began the steady  increase in public school class sizes in 2002 when they unilaterally eliminated class size limits from teacher contracts. For a decade since, teachers have been out protesting and striking to try and regain those limits. Sadly, it now appears that the NDP has no intention to reverse this trend if elected. In an interview with the Globe & Mail, Dix said he is concerned about class composition (the number of students with special needs in a class), but not class size. (http://m.theglobeandmail.com/news/british-columbia/dix-firm-on-where-education-dollars-should-flow/article4617274/?service=mobile). When I raised this point at a recent Victoria Labour Council meeting with MLA Maureen Karagianis, she replied that we shouldn't listen to the right wing media, they get it wrong. Not a very convincing argument without a public statement from Dix. Evidently he has no issue with the Globe's reporting or we would have heard otherwise. A few short days later, Dix chose to weigh in on private school funding. Currently private schools receive 50% of public school funding amounts per child. Evidently an NDP government would make no change to this (http://www.vancouversun.com/news/metro/backs+public+funding+independent+schools/7472681/story.html). So is it any wonder that private schools have waitlists? Public schools are underfunded, with large and unmanageable class sizes, and neither party wants to do anything about it. Some of my friends in the NDP say it is ok, the NDP is just being quiet before the election so they can win and we can't expect much anyway. I find this hard to swallow. First, parties win on a mandate, and if you don't state what your values are and what you want to achieve before the election, it becomes impossible to make change by stealth afterwards. (remember the HST). Second, I think the NDP is completely missing the boat on this one. Even the BC School Trustees Association, hardly a radical left wing group, says public funding should go to public schools, not private schools. I believe there is plenty of public support to redirect funding to the public system and to substantially increase funding to schools. After all, even the Fraser Institute acknowledges that 9 in 10 students are still attending public schools. So for that 90% of parental voters, it is just plain old self interest to want all of that public funding going into public schools. But even for those without students currently in the school system, the rise of inequality and the loss of a middle income standard of living is intimately linked to the ability to rely on a strong social safety net. As Justin Trudeau pointed out this week in the Toronto Star (http://www.thestar.com/opinion/editorialopinion/article/1280029--canadian-middle-class-left-out-of-the-growth-equation), key to combating inequality is the "need for a stable social safety net, essential to the middle class’s standard of living and economic security".Free, quality public education is a critical component of that safety net. Funding private schools with public money and refusing to address class sizes in the public system will lead to a further decline in our public system and drive more parents (who can afford it) into the private one. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 12:04 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 7 comments: janfromthebruceNovember 1, 2012 at 5:18 PM I think that no NDP govt should be providing public funds to private schools - that's why they are private! Personally, by providing this money gives a leg up to "private school" to do better than public school. Let's hope that when the NDP wins, it does a "education funding review".ReplyDelete AnonymousNovember 1, 2012 at 10:04 PM Why vote for the NDP? They're not going to change much of anything so what will the difference be? I've always supported the NDP but won't now. Unfortunately there are no options so we'll be stuck with one of them and continue to watch the demise of our province. ReplyDelete K. WalkerNovember 2, 2012 at 6:02 PM Anyone who thinks teachers would be better off under the Liberals, after ten years of watching these scoundrels tear up collective bargaining and impose draconian legislation, is delusional, quite frankly. The NDP debated vociferously against Bill 22. I admit that they have been silent lately on educational issues and I would rather they spoke more specifically about what they will do, but honestly: Christy Clark or Adrian Dix? Whaddya think?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeNovember 2, 2012 at 7:20 PM I don't think any party could be worse than the Bc liberals, but that doesn't mean the ndp can or should support private school funding and ignore class size. I expect a social democratic party to take positions in line with the support and protection of public services, including public education.Delete Reply jimNovember 3, 2012 at 6:57 AM I would like to see the Abbotsford School District try to handle `the immediate influx of 3,000 students if the provincial government removed funding from independent schools. Methinks that it may stretch their budget in capital costs for one.ReplyDelete Eric SlaydenFebruary 8, 2013 at 2:01 PM It seems this NDP just made a worse mistake than our government as far as the education sector is concerned. Putting public funds on private schools? Now that's a not-so-smart move right there.ReplyDelete Joseph PittockMarch 20, 2013 at 1:28 PM This is probably a problem that all nations share. I just can't figure it out why other projects are allotted with the right amount of budget but when it comes to education it is always lacking. It's easy to forecast the number of incoming students but I don't see why the funds are always insufficient.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ▼  November (6) Technology in school? How much is too much Corporate advertising in public schools Thoughts on parent advocacy and the Moore decision... Technology in a 21st Century Learning Inc world The slow death of special education Attacks on public education are working...where is... ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2013/02/saying-it-like-it-is-exposing-premiers.html?showComment0751361862272712,Staffroom Confidential: Saying it like it is - Exposing the Premier's Technology Council on #bced Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Monday, February 25, 2013 Saying it like it is - Exposing the Premier's Technology Council on #bced What do teachers do? What should teachers do? Who should decide? These are some of the questions both posed and answered in the new BC Education Plan and now, thoughtfully examined, by Cory (Tobey) Steeves, a Vancouver teacher. Steeves' work is available online here: https://circle.ubc.ca/handle/2429/43675 In  (De/Re)-Constructing tachers and their work: A Discourse analysis of British Columbia's 21st-century policy, Steeves looks beyond the obvious to uncover some of the "problems" with 21st-century learning. His focus is on British Columbia, and he uses the Premier's Technology Council (PTC) report, A Vision for 21st Century Education as a basis for identifying underlying themes. In the process, he exposes aspects of the agenda to reformulate what teachers do and who controls what they do. Steeves situates his work in the company of other education theorists who have described the impacts of corporate education reform on what teachers do and who tells them what to do. He uses a discourse analysis to "problematize" these components of the 21st-century agenda. To do this, he looks at certain textual features of the report and identifies elements that match the "learnification" and "accountingization" of education. "Learnification" is a fancy word for reducing the process of education to just learning. This has the effect of simplifying all educational processes to a singular narrow focus - the outcome of what has been learned. Anyone living in our test obsessed culture can identify with this. For example, this can be teaching to the test so the student will do well on the test. But more generally, it is the process of narrowing not just the curriculum, but all aspects of eduacating, into only what is to be learned. Of course missing then is relationships and socializing, the role of teachers' professional judgement, and a role for society to articulate what education is and is for. "Accountingization" is also a fancy word more easily described: turning teaching into an activity whose every component part can be itemized, counted and judged. Similar to learnification, the net effect is to influence what teachers do (teach what can be counted) and how they do it (judge them on student test results). Using this conceptual framework, Steeves goes on to the look at the language used (or not used) in the PTC report. Steeves locates the document within a genre of "management talk" - a perfectly apt description.  By considering some of the language use, Steeves then goes on to identify "managerialist features" in the text, such as this one - a word cloud showing the use of modal verbs: As he articulates: "the overwhelming emphasis given to "will", "must", and "should" suggest a willingness to determine the roles and vlues of others." It is a bit of a tough read (I will candidly admit that anything with the word "discourse" in the title usually ends up back on the shelf in my household), but his conclusions and motivation made it worth the wade through some unfamiliar territory. I certainly agree that one aspect of the #bcedplan is that "transnational technology corporations become mingled with the values of teachers, and 'good teaching' is re-imagined as a vehicle for constructing a knowledge-based economy." I found the emphasis on teaching and teachers was a unique lens to approach this topic. While I typically start from the profit-making intent of technology companies and the incompatibility of this with genuine education (which I equate with human well being, first and foremost), Steeves looks at the same topic through the view of what teachers do and who tells them, and this is refreshing and important. To this end, despite our theoretical differences, I found myself hopeful that I was one of the "friends" in mind in his dedication: "I dedicate this work to the friends of the commons and the defenders of a more democratic otherwise: May it bring you tools for play-and battle." And since I haven't said it before, to all you readers, friends, fellow activists out there, that is my dedication too. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 10:35 AM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 6 comments: D. BjornsonFebruary 25, 2013 at 10:22 PM As I only have time to follow a few people on Twitter, I do value both your and Toby's commentary on the 21C Learning. Thank you both for educating and validating me, as I try to make sense of the apparent New World Order. Question: When will the lens of the PARENT be critically used to dissect 21C Learning? I was at the Vancouver Island Parent Conference this weekend and thought to ask Gabor Mate about his thoughts on the subject matter. If you are familiar with his work, as I am now becoming, it should not come to any surprise that he views any sort of learning that weakens a student's adult attachments as not one that should be promoted! He made it very clear that the move towards online learning will lead to increased peer attachment/weakened parent attachment. Coorporate profits and learnified classrooms aside, I do not want to send my kids to more screen time and less adult human interaction time,PERIOD! They are surrounded by their peers for enough hours of the day-- how are we to provide guidance and true life skills, if they are in cyberspace for over 8 hours a day? The BCED Plan has completely dropped the ball, in my opinion. Government had an opportunity to enhance the system-- instead, they decided to turn it on it's head. (Potentially, good news for Victoria district, though... It will have my 2 kids commuting from Langford each day to attend a high school that is Teacher-centred; should Royal Bay be the only option for French Immersion.)ReplyDelete Replies TobeyFebruary 25, 2013 at 11:04 PM Hi D. Bjornson, I absolutely agree that the role of the parent in 21CL policy is also worthy of analysis. In early drafts of my thesis I looked at constructions of teachers, parents, and students - but this was far too much for a MA thesis and my committee urged me to pick one construct to focus on. With that said, I can say that the PTC's doc constructs parents as rational consumers - shopping for learning like they might shop for a new TV, or a new condo. In addition, parents were constructed as paranoid, dependent on quantifications of their child's worth and relative competitiveness. Anyway, the parent angle is, again, well worth further analysis, and I do hope that others are encouraged to take up a ball and run.Delete Tara EhrckeFebruary 26, 2013 at 7:44 AM Hi Dana, Yes - I'd have to agree with Tobey above that the dominant role for parents in 21st CL is as "shoppers" for schools - hence the Fraser Institute reports, etc. This is particularly problematic as it has the effect of stratifying children based on socio-economic status. Just as private schools are only available to those who can afford them, so programs of choice are inhabited by the children of parents who stand in line, drive their kids across town, and otherwise have the "social capital" to end up savvy enough to live in the right community, seek out the programs and help their kids apply. There is a great article about this I've been meaning to send you by Alfie Kohn: It's called "Only for My Kid"... http://www.alfiekohn.org/teaching/ofmk.htmDelete Tara EhrckeFebruary 26, 2013 at 7:55 AM On the technology piece I totally agree. Interestingly, this relates to the class issue vis a vis parents. Dumbed down, online tech schools are basically for working class kids to do working class jobs. Same goes for kids who can "fill in the bubble". They don't need to be able to think, and if they can, that is just a threat to the social order. Have a look at New York schools - they have them all - tech free for the upper middle class creative types, high tech high for the high achieving upper middle class parents who want their kids to be engineers, career college type high schools for those in the middle, and blended/online learning factories for the poor. Interestingly, I don't think that private schools in BC will change much as a result of the #bcedplan, and no doubt that is where the Christy Clark's of the province will continue to have their children educated. Nope, the Royal Bays will be for the growing working class neighborhoods like Langford and the children who live there.Delete Reply AnonymousFebruary 25, 2013 at 10:46 PM It almost feels like we're living in a communist or fascist state, except that our BCed plan is not driven by ideology, but by corporate profits. ReplyDelete TobeyFebruary 25, 2013 at 10:56 PM Hi Tara, I'm very glad to hear you found my thesis worth the effort to "wade through some unfamiliar territory". I assume that if it were more familiar territory, maybe it would've taken less work to research + write. ;) The stress given to 'good teachers' and 'good teaching' in education policies was necessary for highlighting the importance of a democratic politics of authority. That is, if policies were enacted /with/ teachers - not /for/ or /on/ them - I assume that it would be possible to find a more cooperative way forward. Beyond this point, as you note, an underlying intention of the thesis is to offer "friends of the commons" with tools to be put into use. Simply put, my agenda here was to help fuel teachers' critical engagements with education policies. In this spirit, I hope that, in some small way, you are able to put it to work in your advocacy for public education in BC.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ▼  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ▼  February (3) Saying it like it is - Exposing the Premier's Tech... #c21summit13 - More 21st century learning inc. The most important "choice" - the neighborhood sch... ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13822,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > April 1998 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 10, Number 6, April 1998 AGM honours innovative and exceptional teachers Gale Tyler, recipient of the 1998 G.A. Fergusson Award, recalled that when she began teaching in 1963, “everything ahout the school system enforced the sexism in society at large. We were ignorant, and we taught our students to be sexist.” Women who challenged that reality “were frequently booed, harassed, belittled, and humiliated by our colleagues.” In the past 25 years, though, thousands of teachers have worked in the Status of Women Program, and there’s no doubt that today’s schools are better places in which to work and to learn because of those teachers’ efforts. Tyler thanked her mother, “who taught me to resist injustice,” and the many other teachers who struggled against great odds to improve the status of women in education. “Uppity women, unite for the sake of all women’s and men’s futures!” she cried, as the audience rose in ovation. Jan Eastman, president of the Canadian Teachers’ Federation, presented the Roy C. Hill Awards to Barry Krangle, from Roberts Creek, and to a team of teacher-librarians from Coquitlam. Krangle won a national award of $5,000 for “Above the Line—Below the Line,” a project that allowed students to witness the human reality of the poverty line. From working at an inner-city food bank and exploring Vancouver’s most exclusive boutiques, the teens gained greater awareness of the growing economic disparity in our society. Shirley Bens, Laurie Brookbank, Dianne Driscoll, Joanne Jarvis, and Jo-Anne Leblond, of Coquitlam, won a provincial award of $2,500 for their Library Resources Web page. They expressed appreciation for the award, especially during a period of severe cuts to teacher-librarians. Readers can access the award-winning Web site at: www.S95.schdist43.bc.ca:8000/district/home.htm – Nancy Knickerbocker Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/parents.aspx?id=3620&printPage=true,BCTF > Preparing for team meetings  	For parents  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > For Parents > Special Education Preparing for Team Meetings - Kelly Shields, special education teacher  Students with special needs often have an educational team of parents, educators, professionals, and para-professionals assigned to them. When a cohesive educational team exists for a student with special needs, integration will be successful for both the student and the adults who support that child. Usually, a student with special needs requires more educational team meetings than a "typical" student. It is critical that parents come prepared to team meetings about their child. Teachers acknowledge that parents know their child best and that they have much to learn about the child from the parents. If it is an IEP (Individual Education Plan) meeting, be prepared to share with educators your view of your child’s strengths and weaknesses. Also, be sure to bring any new documentation to the meeting--physician’s reports, occupational therapist recommendations, and speech/language reports are all important sources to consider when planning the student’s education program. Prior to the meeting, take notes about what you view as short- and long-term goals for the child. For example, "Improvements to the student's understanding of language" may be a long-term goal. Short-term goals related to this particular long-term goal should be contemplated. For example, "Following a simple direction" may be the short-term goal. Send your agenda items to the teacher before the meeting occurs and ask that your items be placed on the meeting agenda. Ensure that you know the services or programs that your child with special needs will receive. If you believe that your child needs a particular service and it is not being received, ask your educational team why this is the case. If the lack of services is due to budget cutbacks, ask your child’s team to explain the steps you need to take in order to address your concern. Ideally, IEP reviews should occur in the fall and the spring. However, parents can request other review meetings if they believe the need exists. IEP meetings don’t replace report card meetings. Go to both. Report card meetings give both the parent and the teacher an opportunity to discuss progress, raise concerns, and address issues while they are still manageable. Invite your child’s teacher and special education assistant to visit the child in his/her home environment; teachers often find this observation helpful in developing the student's educational program. Home/school interactions help the parent and teacher develop a positive relationship, which assures the student that there are several adults that care about him/her.)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2014/09/tentative-agreement-yes-or-no.html?showComment0751411104703697,Staffroom Confidential: Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, September 16, 2014 Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Despite what I know was a herculean effort on the part of our bargaining team, I very much hope that BC teachers will vote no to the tentative agreement. After five weeks of strike, and twelve years of legal battles, this is not the deal that will restore sanity to public education and it is not a fair deal for teachers and students. Just as teachers in Saskatchewan rejected a deal to ensure a better outcome, I hope BC teachers will consider a no vote to let our team know we have to go back to the bargaining table. Class size, composition The agreement provided a modified LIF fund starting at $75 million per year and increasing to $85 by the last year. It is for teachers only, which will mean a slight improvement in Districts where sizeable portions were spent on Education Assistants or senior District staff rather than teachers. However, in an average size District like Victoria (20,000 students, 1,000 teachers), this will translate into about 5-10 more teachers. That is one for every five schools. To put it in comparison, Justice Griffin's judgement estimated the lost funding due to lost class size language at about $330 million in current dollars. (Read more here about the proposed Education Fund.) I heard so many teachers speak up about the need to ensure that we do not return to over-crowded classes when the strike ends. This agreement does very little to alleviate what is the most pressing issue. Throwing away the court victory The agreement provides a "reopener" in the event we win on appeal our class size language. What this means is that the language returns, but is not implemented until new language is negotiated. Without the actual implementation of the returned language, there will be very little incentive for the government to bargain it back. We would essentially be back in the very same position we are in today, with government trying to bargain it out and us trying to bargain it back in. In my opinion, even if we were legislated back to work we would be in a superior position. If we won the appeal the government would then be forced to implement the language. We are thus throwing away our historic court victory and the bargaining pressure it potentially creates. The reopener is really only mildly less offensive than E80. In both cases, we have to bargain back what was illegally taken from our contract and the government will probably never have to restore it. In fact, the "reopener" creates the perfect opportunity for government to lock us out to try and force us to agree to something far inferior. Throwing away the remedy for the last twelve years The agreement provides $105 million to compensate for grievances over-sized classes for the last twelve years. Using Justice Griffin's estimates, our loss is roughly $300 million times 12 = over $3 billion. I cannot fathom how $105 million is a fair compromise. The BCTF's original proposal to put this money back into the system was a more fair and productive approach. This agreement means we can no longer go to the courts for a fair remedy. Wages The agreement is very close to government's original offer. While I would be willing to accept this if the class size language was returned, teachers should not be taking such a significant monetary loss without the commensurate gain in working conditions. We have lost roughly 12% of our annual salary. We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut. Minimal improvements There are very minimal improvements in preparation time for elementary teachers (10 minutes per week), and TTOC daily rate. The TTOC daily rate change may depend on your grid placement. It could actually be a wage loss for long term TTOCs who are above category 5 and step 7. There is also $11 million in health and dental benefits. At 40,000 members, this is $275 each. Hardly worth consideration in the context of the rest of the agreement. What next? There are a variety of options if we vote no. We can continue the strike. We can choose to return to work and continue bargaining. We do not, and should not, accept an agreement that doesn't meet our needs and doesn't meet the needs of students and public education. When Saskatchewan teachers rejected the first deal which had 5.5% wage increases over four years, the second deal had 7.3% increases over four years. They have said this still isn't good enough. For us, our main issue is classroom conditions. We need to say this isn't good enough. The way to do that is to vote no. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 7:48 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 124 comments: Troy MooreSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:17 PM The EC recommendation states the open clause will be argued from restored language. However, selling our grievances for nothing as the 105 million is strike savings, is plenty of reason to vote no. Further, no composition caps, but a fund controlled by Superintendents is enough reason to vote no. Thursday I will vote no.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:06 PM Re-opener also says "education fund" in place until new language bargained, so old language can disappear forever.Delete Reply Mme RousseauSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:33 PM Government starved us to death hoping we'd vote yes to whatever deal they'd offer. Planned it from the start.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:07 PM We can sill choose (collectively) to return to work if we reject this deal. Many options.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:09 PM Great analysis, Tara! I think that returning to work would be a bad idea. This will frustrate parents more if they need to find new ways to deal with taking care fo kids. USe the money given to you by the other unions. I am a teacher who had to quit for stress over the terrible condition of work (split FI grade 4/5, several low LD kids with little support, one severe with no support, 2 gifted (no support), and a principal who expected me to teach 2 separate social studies AND science programs)Delete Reply Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:56 PM Good points by all but the gov't succeeded in starving my family out and completly breaking us. I will be voting YES and live to fight another dayReplyDelete Replies schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:21 PM 'Fight another day'? In the last twelve years that we have been pushing back against this government, never has the tide tide been so much with teachers, class size/composition, and public education - and never has the government been pushed back onto the ropes (especially with the call for binding arbitration). What 'other day' is being proposed that we wait for? Now is the time. Vote 'no' and give the BCTF bargaining team a renewed mandate to get a decent deal for students and teachers.Delete Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:10 PM "Another day" means to wake up and realize that 2more weeks means my family of 5 could lose our home. It means I will do all I can to recall Cc, Factbender, and other mla's, and maybe even having "a guy I know" have a chat with them. In year 1 of their reign, I don't believe they even know what "the ropes" are. I will vote YES ...for my family, and I can live with thatDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:12 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply Karen FergusonSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:03 PM Just a question: When the Saskatchewan teachers voted no, had they already been on strike for 5 weeks?ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM No. They are working with no contract. They are not on strike.Delete Shannon DavisSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:23 AM I am a Saskatchewan teacher. We are not on strike; we are currently in the conciliation process after voting "no" to 2 previous offersDelete Reply "Mama Rose"September 16, 2014 at 9:27 PM Can we truly return to work without agreeing and continue bargaining? When I suggested returning to work a few weeks ago, the answer was "being on strike puts pressure on the gov't and without pressure they have no reason to settle." And can you explain more how legislating us back would be better than agreeing to this deal? And finally, why would the BCTF executive put forward a deal that was not a good one?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:30 PM Because they need confirmation of the resolve of the membership to get something better. That is what a no vote does.Delete Reply Troylana MSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:28 PM some great points to ponder, tara......thinking thinking....ReplyDelete schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:43 PM If we vote 'no' to the tentative deal we still have options: We'd not have a contract. But we could... a) strike with full picket lines b) partially strike with phase 1 (work-to-rule) in schools c) partially strike with periodic/rotating job action d) continue negotiating e) return to work and re-escalate strike f) some/all of the above ReplyDelete Replies Caroline MackenzieSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:21 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:14 PM a) will expedite matters (I say less that 3 days)Delete Reply danabjornsonSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:05 PM I am thinking that a legislated, crappier contract would only be in effect for 2 years max (before elections...). If we take this offer, then we will be agreeing to this pseudo-E80. Should we win the court case (which we likely will), we will have to settle on the terms of the THIS negotiated contract which doesn't actually restore learning conditions; it simply allows for those conditions to be negotiated. If we say n, then we default to the 2002 contract, which DOES restore the language. A "yes" vote is saying that we are good on "crumbs"; a "no" vote is saying we want an actual meal. That's my understanding, anyway. Please correct me where I am wrong, Tara. :)ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:44 PM And word is IF they legislate, they could opt to legislate back Grade 10-12 only causing the union to have to lay off all teachers and re-hire based on seniority. That will tear the union at the seams pitting teacher against teacher for those positions. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:17 PM There will be a general strike if that were to happen! They better not do this. They will regret it.Delete Reply imaginefunlearningSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:09 PM Some good points on the background of our fight over the past 12 years, which I have been actively engaged in; however we need to recognize the climate we are in. We are not in Sask. people! We have just come through a very long summer!! We need to thank our @bctf bargaining team & recognize the toll this has taken on all of us & our families. I don't have the luxury of more time on the strike line. This may be as good as it gets. Let's read the agreement and consider getting back to work and making some $ again! That's my 2 cents worth, which would come in really handy right now!!!ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:18 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply RobSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:11 PM Go back in work to rule mode. Work this winter to recall every Liberal MLA. ThAt is the only way to apply pressure to these criminals. ReplyDelete Replies Kate RestonSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:03 PM Recall! Not sure who won the battle but the war is still onDelete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:14 AM Well said Kate... I agree 100%Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:20 PM I think say NO and a better deal will be done in less than 3 days. These guys are not criminals, they are lower than that. I bet they get a sick pleasure in hurting the kids and the teachers.Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:31 PM An official recall is in the works: https://www.facebook.com/groups/316129595235450/?fref=ts Please consider joining.Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:26 AM Leah - do you honestly think anyone who voted BC Liberal did so thinking that they would act any differently on the education file?Delete Reply JJSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:16 PM I am glad to see other members who share my views. I am outraged at a 1.2 percent "raise" in salary per year that doesn't even meet inflation of currently 2%. I feel used and abused.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:23 PM Not to mention all of the other pittance! I am actually surprised that Iker asked teachers to vote on this! Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:18 PM Hi Tara Thanks for the summary! Will we be able to vote NO to the deal, but vote YES to returning to work? Will there be three options when we vote Thursday? Why did the BCTF agree to a substandard deal for us? If we vote no to a deal that was recommended to us, the teachers look like the bad guys and public approval will plummet. I am very disappointed and frustratedReplyDelete Replies KataSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:12 AM Public approval will not necessarily plummet. I have seen strikes where the membership has voted against the executive's "best results to date", and ended up with a better offer. This offer is an insult. The $300 million will not bring funding to the national average (I believe). More importantly, the wage offer is half of the average wage increase for public and private workers (StatsCan). Delete Reply MontySeptember 16, 2014 at 10:19 PM Thank you, Tara. My thoughts too, more clearly expressed. As well, Thursday is too soon to vote, too soon to vote, too soon to vote........ReplyDelete Richard ChalkeSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:21 PM Vote no and lose every shred of public support...just sayin!ReplyDelete Replies UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:31 AM I am a member of the public and would support a "no" vote. js!.Delete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:01 AM Richard Chalke, NO you won't! I am a mother with 3 adopted special needs children who need to be in a class that is designed for them and others like them (my kids are academically slightly delayed but their issues are more social and behavioural) where they can receive the education they deserve taught in a way they can comprehend. I will speak now for all the parents I know, and we will support the teacher's if they continue to fight for our children's best interest.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:28 PM It might not be pretty at first, but once we explain things (and I hope the Mandarin-speaking teachers flood the Richmond organization that voiced their concerns), they will back us. The 3 billions that the judge came to is the first I hear about. This should be stated to every newsmedia comment section in the province. Minimize pickets and flood those outlets with commenters, just like the Liberals do. Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:45 PM I am a member of the public and a single Mother of a child in the public school system. You will NOT lose one bit of my support if you vote no. I know that you are sacrificing so that my child can have a better education, and I am most grateful for it. Having said that, I also know that you are exhausted and broke. I have been dreading that you may have to settle for less than what you (we) deserve because the government succeeded in breaking you. I am not in your shoes, so cannot judge. If the vote is a yes, I understand and I am still behind you. Delete Reply Alison RocheSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:25 PM It is a crap deal. It's always a crap deal. Once you raise the stakes to striking, anything else is a cave in. The last time we walked out was the 3 day illegal strike where I threw away 1200$ and got EXACTLY the same contract I had the year before. The BCTF called it a win because they didn't rip up MORE of my contract. Ridiculous. There are a few of us that believe that working to contract, doing 100% of your teaching job and nothing more (like paying for supplies out of your own pocket or EC) is the only way teachers will survive this government. What if they get re-elected again? Then what? Teachers have lost thousands to these clowns to make "statements" about the state of public education in this province. We can't keep sacrificing ourselves and our families. And in the meantime, you talk to parents about why you have to take this crappy road. Because up until this strike they mostly didn't care about the state of education, but god forbid you didn't run a Sports Day. Then suddenly they wanted to know what the hell was going on. Keep the conversation going in schools. Attend your PAC meetings and stop enabling this govt to underfund and overwork the system. And still get paid!ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:20 AM I am very excited at the prospect of returning to my beloved job on Friday. However I will NOT continue to put my personal money into my classroom and I will be seriously reconsidering my involvement in extra curriculars. I think we shoot ourselves in the foot with all the unpaid work we so willingly volunteer to do. Delete Reply FCSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:38 PM I heard a rumour last week from a loose lipped government insider that after the 22nd, depending on the outcome of the negotiations the Liberals were going to announce a 3 step process. I was not clear if this was based on 3 steps to resolve the strike (perhaps the 3rd step is legislation??) or 3 steps to overhaul the education system, either way, they will settle it outright. I wish you all luck and all the information that you need to make a sound decision of what you feel is best.ReplyDelete Replies Lisa BurrowsSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:53 PM I have heard similar rumours. On the 23rd, the gov. was planning on introducing a $6000 per year voucher system for 3 choices: an academic or trades program, or something called EducationCanada. Not clear whether their intention was to privatize the public system, de-certify teachers and hire them back under new wage/benefits. Not clear where these rumours originated from. Maybe fear tactics to get teachers to vote yes. In any event, I plan on voting yes. I signed up to be a teacher, not a martyr. This strike has cost us a lot. We need to regain our livelihood and hopefully continue the conversation about class composition. We have at least awakened many people to the issue, and the court case is still an avenue that could eventually improve teaching and learning conditions.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:33 PM I urge all teachers to fight and say NO to this deal. Retired teacher who had to retire because horrendous work conditions. Make me proud. They will not last long if you say NO! I know this is tough, but there is money and I hear that Van City does offer loan at low to 0 %. Banks do allow you to miss a mortgage payment. Go talki to your banker.Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM Will school districts require teachers to make up missed days, as suggested in the media? Will the school calendar be changing to make up for the missed three weeks and if so will we be made aware of those changes PRIOR to the vote? ReplyDelete KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:41 PM "Wages..... We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut." And that is the cost of going on strike!!! There is nothing that can be done about that. You cannot go on strike and put up the raise you want every week to compensate for your time on strike - it doesn't work that way.ReplyDelete Replies Drew StevensonSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:59 AM I believe the missing "..." Suggests that they meant to refer to the losses against inflation since the last wage step increase. Thus this contract does not allow us to recover the buying power lost to inflation since the last non contract or "0%" year. Add those up and compare against the proposed increase and you see that by the end of the contract, we won't be able to afford the same value of goods (loaves of bread, watts of energy, litres of gas) that we could at the end of the last contracts term. It was not a comment about wages that were lost in the strike. Those are really small potatoes when compared to the grinding power of inflation over years and years. The next contract will use this latest for a bench mark so these losses to inflation will grind at all teachers for as long as they teach. A death of a thousand cuts to our ability to afford basic goods and services. Any raise less than inflation is a cut to the value placed on us and on our ability to pay our bills. Delete Reply Ed SSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:09 PM Having lost $20,000 (including summer school wages) as the single income for a family of five is far too much; I will be voting YES to the deal, unless the independently wealthy teachers out there who wish to continue the strike will pay my bills and mortgage for me.ReplyDelete Replies Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:14 PM I feel ya. Yes for meDelete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:18 AM Ed S. With all due respect (and I mean that), how did you lose $20,000 in the strike? Teachers were out 2 weeks (all out) before they were supposed to be in June, and now 3 weeks for the start of school? It is my understanding that teachers don't get paid through the summer months. Please correct me if I'm wrong, wherever I'm wrong. Shouldn't you have been financially alright for the summer months at least? Also all teachers knew this strike had a possibility of extending into the new school year but no one teacher budgeted for this possibility? I'm truly just trying to get a clear picture of where this all stems. NO disrespect intended.Delete BlairSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:12 AM Kelly, not Ed but if you look at the numbers there was the 10% lockout haircut in May/June plus the loss of most of June and the loss of much of September. In our 1 teacher (1 non) household we calculated a $9 K - $10 K loss so far. If you add summer school earnings you can easily make the loss in the $20 k zone. As for budgeting, we budget for the summer, but did not expect the 10% haircut, nor the loss of June/Sept days which completely messed our budgeting calculations. A very good friend (single teaching mother) was crushed by the loss of the June income and is without a penny today.Delete Mr. SmoothSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:35 PM The only one who didn't get a haircut was Jim Iker... and he needs one more than anyone else. What's with that over-coiffed 70"s mullet Jim? Does wonders for the BCTF brand image!Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:55 PM Jim's hair is not open for discussion in a respectful space like this. As for his salary, he is a teacher who does not get paid when we are on strike.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:04 PM Totally agree!Delete Reply Mr. GSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:24 PM If I thought they could do any better I would agree with voting NO, but you have to be realistic. The BCTF does not use professionals to bargain and always ends up with much less than they promise the membership when asking for a strike vote. While this is not a great deal for teachers, I really think you're fooling yourself if you think it'll get any better.ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:02 AM BCTF needs to be replaced with younger more adept representatives and advocates. Also, we should be hiring professional contract negotiators - you don't go into battle with cut throat corporate types with a wooden knife. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:37 PM This is BAD deal! Say NO to it and show those (expletives) that we will not take it anymore! Come on! Show them that teachers have a spine! They will respect us, oddly!Delete Reply retaSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:51 PM I agree with Richard. Those in the public that are uniformed would be furious, and there are many teachers who just can't afford to use their wages as their voice any longer - too much has already been donated to the government. In my opinion, the deal is pretty lame. I am sitting on the fence.ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:24 AM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:26 AM So true!!! I cannot afford to fight this battle for public education any longer. Why is this my personal and professional obligation??? However I think this deal is weak weak weak. I also think its the best we are going to get. Ideologically I'm on the fence but my wallet will vote YES.Delete Reply SirThinksToo MuchSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:54 PM My wife and I will be voting "Yes" on Thursday for it is the middle path. The easy path would have been for us to go back to school with E-80 & E-81 over our heads. The difficult path would be for us to vote "No" and put our mortgage at risk and having to continue asking retired parents for handouts to feed a family with three kids. The middle path is the wisest choice for us considering the current political climate in which those who do not teach are the quickest to judge it harshly.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:41 PM I understand that this is really tough for you! I almost died teaching a few month ago. I had to quit. Please consider holding on and say no. Remember the short loss in salary will be offset in the LONG-RUn by better salary increase. This is a joke! They will be laughing at you even more if we accept this. This is a very bad deal! However, I do respect your position!Delete Reply DaleSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:16 AM Why would classroom conditions be better on October 9th after being legislated back? We have been outplayed because of our stubborn refusal to outdated, tired old tactics. It is because of these actions that have led us to this terrible deal. Time to reset, regroup and stock up for the long haul. Can't do it if half the members commit hara kiri on themselves. We are a union of professionals not a cult. ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:49 AM Could not agree more.Delete schreck!September 17, 2014 at 9:44 AM Could you please advise which tactics you believe could have been used to secure a superior deal?Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:47 AM Full disclosure: I'm a BC Liberal supporter. The only people who would benefit from a NO vote are the BC Liberals. Teachers would be bargaining with no leverage whatsoever and would be viewed by a large segment of the population as unreasonable. The BC Liberals then get portray themselves as the only party capable of dealing with the BCTF. schreck! says that the BCTF has the government on the ropes, but he couldn't be farther from the truth. The government wants people to view the BCTF as their primary opponent. Disputes like this just shore up the BC Liberal base and protect its right flank. Any half-baked recall campaign will only reinforce that. It's true teachers aren't going to recoup the lost wages from the strike. I would suggest to you that that means this job action was probably not in teachers' interests, especially without any sort of appreciable strike fund. This is the best deal teachers were ever going to get with this government and people should have been able to recognize that in June. If you want my advice (which you probably don't), it would be to spend the next 5 years building up a strike fund, electing better leaders, and hiring a professional negotiating team. Don't bring a knife to a gunfight and expect things to go well. Focus on getting the best deal you can from whoever the government is rather than trying to change the government, the HST, Kinder Morgan or a thousand different issues that distract from education and erode the union's finances further. You'd be doing yourself a favour, and probably doing the NDP a favour at the same time. Also, if schreck! is David Schreck, you can thank his opposition to STV for the last two BC Liberal majorities. I know I do.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:11 PM One step would be to stop making political contributions to the NDP. This only contributes to the childish animosity and lack of trust that has constantly characterized negotiations. How else can the Socreds/Liberals view teachers except as enemies when they so publicly support their opponents. This stupid confrontational immature approach has to STOP!!!!! Education should not be a political fight when it is so obviously a valuable benefit to our society. It was an NDP government that legislated teachers back to work in 1993. Stop making education a political fight.Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:10 PM I don't think they have to go that far. CUPE and the Nurses still contribute to the NDP yet they don't have the same acrimonious relationship. CUPE and the Nurses just make their members their priority, and broader advocacy second.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:55 PM Ryan (possibly a Liberal paid commenter), with all due respect, I disagree with you. The cumulative increase in lieu of this will be better. Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can. I say to Iker, ask for 6% over 3 years because these people love to play the 15% over 15 year game to make it so big on the surface. Some people think that this is 15% every year. Believe me! I have seen it in comment sections. Others believe that the 15% is too high not understanding that they must divide things over the duration of the contract. It is time that we play it smarter. It is time to put the foot down and ask for money given to us by other unions, if it is needed. Banks can accept one late mortgage payment. It would be suicidal for them to not help. Imagine the possible damage if that ever leaks out. They could lose a lot in teacher money. I for one would pull my money out of a bank in support! Teachers are going to show this government that we have a spine! Enough is enough! Aren't you tired of being treated like kids? (Retired teacher who almost died in a car accident because of work conditions that were horrendous. I had to quit.)Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 AM Not paid by the BC Liberals. I pay them actually... :/ I imagine astroturfers of any affiliation wouldn't disclose their bias. "Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can." How did that work in May 2013? If the teachers reject a contract that their own union endorsed, it will make teachers seem unreasonable. Whether that perception is true or fair is irrelevant. It's what will happen, and teachers will be weaker as a result. Take my advice. Build up a strike fund and focus on the internal governance of the BCTF for the next 6 years. You'll be better off for it. Or not. I don't mind you or others making it easier for the party I support to get elected. I'd just rather not see kids and teachers hurt in the process.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:37 AM Ah! The "don't-hurt-kids" card, hey, when you have underfunded education for 12 years! WOW! That takes the cake! Are your trolling? Oh! You are serious? :) Would you be surprised if I don't follow your advice, considering your lack of logic? Would you be surprised if others don't follow your advice? It is ttue that bullies like you and your ilks love to show who is the boss, who is the teacher now! I suspect that is at the root of the problem! No one wants to fail in school! No one wants to get the strap! Sad that today's teachers don't like it too! But, who cares, we are ... teachers! We deserve it! BAH! BAH! BAH!Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:22 PM That's fine. I look forward to another 16 years of BC Liberal government.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:41 PM 16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate! Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan! Sociopaths do that!Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 9:35 AM "16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate!" 16 years of our opponents still don't understand why they lost. Like I said, that's fine with me. If I said the Liberals would be in power for at least another 13 years back in 2004 you probably would have laughed too. Heck, if I told you on May 13 last year that the BC Liberals would be reelected on May 14 you'd probably have laughed too. And you were wrong. Why is that? Answer that question if you want the NDP to win the next election. Without a correct answer to it, the NDP's cause is hopeless. "Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan!" You feel they are flawed, and that's fine. I don't go around calling people who disagree with me sociopaths, nor do I accuse them of being paid shills. But I also don't feel much need to address your ad hominems. There are logical arguments to support your position, but argumentum ad hominem is not one of them. It's a textbook logical fallacy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 1:15 PM Ah! Now I get it! It is all ego-based! You think because you voted the winning party that you are a winner and we are losers! You think because you predicted that the Liberals would win, you are winner. That does not make YOU a winner or the Liberals! It is called DEMOGRAPHICS, you expletives. The baby boomers are getting old and because they have more assets and won't make a whole lot more for too long, they need to vote a govn't who is going to do just that! It is not rocket science! WOW! You think you are so superior when your party stole an election with 47% of the popular vote. That's not a majority and your party should not have been elected. BTW, did you delete from your ethical memory the words Ethnic voting scandal? The field is slanted and you know it. However, you are so willing to minimize, forget the scams and bad fairplay tactics like a sociopath is allowed to minimize or ignore his or victims emotions that you don't see that you are the loser, we are the victim of your constant bullying. 1% wage increases after years of 0% increases and you can justify that when Yahoo reports that the average Canadian can hope to get 2.5% this and next year: https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html You Liberals behave like fascists, but we can't call you that because that's not allowed! Well! Guess what? It is and you are. Live with it! You keep on dreaming you are a genius! :) I am retired, getting soon a nice pension, and laughing at you from a beach somewhere! AHAHA! Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 2:14 PM What's with the name calling Peter? For someone claiming to be retired you really don't show the wisdom of age. For someone who talks about logic, you use logical fallacies like ad hominems a lot too. It's a fair point that the BC Liberals didn't get a majority of the vote (and I'm a very big supporter of electoral reform). The BC Liberals + Conservatives did though, and I don't think it's realistic to expect the BC Conservatives to have been more generous had they been part of government. Last time I checked I just voted. I didn't "victimize" anyone. Perhaps your rage is misplaced. If you think the election was "stolen" I'm afraid I have to question your grasp on reality though. "Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?" I'm glad you'll have a pleasant retirement Peter. I have no ill will towards you. I'm not sure why you think I do. I'm not saying people were *right* to vote BC Liberal. That's a matter of opinion. All I'm saying is people *did* vote BC Liberal. More voted BC Liberal than BC NDP for the last 5 elections in a row actually. You need to understand why that happened in order to change it for the next election. Clearly you're not interested in that though. Which is fair enough. Just remember next time you're upset about something the BC Liberals do that your lack of interest is part of why the BC Liberals get elected at all.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 3:23 PM I love your culture --or the lack of thereof! Guess what, stop thinking averybody is white and must follow your little rules. Namecalling? Sociopath? Whaaaat? And, what if you are? Still can't call you that? :) You fascist right-wingers are big on censorship! I just don't like you giving us lessons on how to get the NDP in. As stated, people are voting right of the NDP because it is a matter of demographics and a little ethnic vote buying on the side. The rest is mumbo jombo. Yes, of course, they will have to go on strike in the future and yes they will have to build a strike fund. The Liberals stole that from the BCTF too! And, you wonder why I don't have any respect for them? Yes, electoral reform is needed! We agree!Delete Reply JJ GeorgeSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:46 AM As a parent, I support the teachers and respect whether they choose to vote yes or no. However I noticed a discrepancy here from other information I've read regarding prep time for elementary teachers. Here it states minimal improvement to prep time - only 10 minutes per week being added. Elsewhere I read that it is 100 minutes per week for prep, increasing by an additional 10 minutes in the final year. That is a significant difference, and worth noting. Or have I completely misunderstood?ReplyDelete Replies Anne-MarieSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:59 AM Elementary teachers currently have 90 minutes of preparation time per week so an increase to 100 minutes per week is only gaining 10 minutes. In other provinces and some private schools they have as much as 45 minutes of prep time per day.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:56 PM Thank you for inquiring!Delete DW ZSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:57 PM You're right JJ George. There is a significant difference around the province regarding preparation times. In my district elementary teachers currently get 100 minutes of prep time. This new proposal is useless to me. I'll have to wait 6 years to gain an extra 10 minutes. Delete Reply UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:11 AM Almost nobody gets cost of living adjustments. Also inflation is NOT 2%. Do some research and look at the CPI for BC over the last 24 months. The average over the last 2 years is 0.7%, not 2%. The CPI changes every month so you cant just look at the highest month and declare that THE inflation rate. Check out the 12 month averages document for the actual numbers. http://www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/StatisticsBySubject/Economy/ConsumerPriceIndex.aspx All that being said I support the teachers. if you think this is a bad deal as a parent my dream would be for the teachers to vote no but continue bargaining because I do think the kids need to be in school and I do fear that the teachers will lose all support if the strike continues. All I ask as a parent is that you do your own research and try not to be swayed by all the opinions. ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:01 AM Inflation for August was 2.1% (http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/economy/cpi-report-expected-to-reveal-rise-in-canadas-core-inflation-rate/article20593943/). The CPI is a year-over-year calculation.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:43 AM Inflation should be looked at as a yearly average, not an individual month.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:34 PM The lawyers do not believe we have compromised our court deal. Our leadership would not have sold us out. We dodged a bullet. The Premier had something loaded even if we are not sure what it was. The idea that we could simply return to work is not guaranteed. I think a no vote could easily lead to the Liberals locking us out again because the Premier wants to crush us and she will use any excuse. She did not want to take the advice of her people and do this deal. I am certain a plan for drastic action (where we have to take the concessions they had planned) or worse - was in place. We can't guarantee the press will do any better job explaining the complexities should we say no. They rarely sided with us in markets outside of Vancouver where people are more political and they often misled or allowed others to mislead. They are not helping and would sensationalize. This would see dissolution of support very quickly - especially if we asked for wages. (Though admittedly it angers me that we can't ask for wages without being accused of being greedy when that is what most bargaining units do). But we have argued this is about kids and while this is not ideal - it is better to have teachers than not. The deal does suck in that it does not bring us to par - but this fight needs to be won with a strategy that is political and capacity will do that in another round. We have some support - but it is limited to the choir. We need to have the pews too. We need to build that capacity while working and continue to find allies because the fight is bigger than most people want to consider. This is about ideology and about privatization. Education always was political but never more so than now and we have to fight this party or the conservatives who would do the same or worse. No teacher who is responsible can ignore the politics any longer. That is simply the truth. If you work in the system you better get informed and you better be prepared to fight until retirement for the system. That said, I want to ask the same question others are asking: Why is this the job of 42,000 teachers and not the job of all citizens who want equality to fight for this right? It is time (while the conversation is still on-going and up to and including election night) for us to guide the public where we can but mainly play our part by not propping the system up. Make poverty known. Make noise about shortfalls, ask questions (in the media or in board offices ) about who is going to fix it instead of paying ourselves, volunteer some but wait for the pubic to step up so they see what schools lack. I hate the deal too. But I trust Vince Ready and Iker and I don't think we could have done better right now. I think we dodged a bullet because I have read everything this government has put out and followed the trail. They plan to privatize and they are just looking for the route. Voting YES for now does not mean we are giving up. It does not mean a win in the way we wanted but we have won a battle that will lead to us winning the war. If we don't rest up and stock up we might not get there.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:57 PM Well, if it is bigger than just this battle, then we will need ALL the unions to strike if they do indeed use drastic (draconian) measures. I say it is time for ALL of the unions to call a general strike. I guarantee that they will not like that one bit. What will they do then? Call the army? :) People in Europe, at the end of the 19th century stood up in mines. General strikes do occur in Europe and have. If you think you had it tough, think of them who stood tall for US in tougher times and conditions. Make sacrifices. Sell furniture. Tutor on the side. Ask for the BCTF money. Ask your banker to help. As friends and relatives. If we say NO, it won't last long. If they legislate us back, let's call a general province-wide strike of all unions. Delete Reply Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:47 AM Between CC's smug smile as she celebrates slaughtered teachers and Jim Iker's goofy grin - seemingly unaware that he has been a willing puppet, I am thoroughly disgusted. Over the next 5 years, teachers will be in an increasingly bad situation financially, classrooms will continue to be too large and complex with increasing medical, social and environmental issues impacting academic delivery. It could not be less obvious that things will continue to worsen. The Liberals have ensured that BC is rapidly becoming the Canadian Monaco for rich off shore interests and wealthy corporations. Soon the underpaid "workers" will have to be bussed in daily to Vancouver - Asian style. The only recourse is to move to just about any other province and bring in up to $100,000 more over the six years with much less cost of living. So we are bailing, encouraged by friends who have gotten positions in Manitoba and Alberta. My colleagues and I discovered through contacting several school boards across Canada that specialist (special needs and behavioural) and secondary science teachers are in particular demand. I want to work in a professional, respectful environment where the needs of all children are considered a priority and where I feel inspired to do my best. However, I want my vote to reflect the wishes of teachers who will be here over the next 6 (5) years, so very much appreciate your blog and opportunity to read the comments.ReplyDelete Bert SlaterSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:11 AM To vote YES will throw away 12 years of effort, and 2 victories in BC Supreme Court. To vote YES will be to snatch defeat from the jaws of victory. If you vote YES what bargaining power do you think you will have - the government will do nothing, and then what do you think you will do - take job action? PLEASE VOTE NO.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:59 PM Time to show you have a spine!Delete Reply RodSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:06 AM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Cool HandSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 AM Wouldn't a 'No' vote be a vote of no confidence in the BCTF itself?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:02 AM Not at all. It is just a message to the leadership we need to do better. The strength of the union is the members, and we support the leadership by giving them direction through democratic means.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:40 PM I disagree. How else can a recommendation by the EC to vote yes be interpreted? Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:00 PM I am sure people will interpret this both ways, but it is a vote. If it is supposed to be a "Yes", because it might be interpreted one way, then why bother having a vote?Delete Kate TSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:07 AM Yes , it would be. I don't think we could come out much better than this with this government. How will a No obtain that? Christy will be happy, she can declare the BCTF gone and roll out her plan to privatize. Delete Reply David DeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:06 AM A no vote would be a rejection of a the court victories defied by the government and an inadequate deal containing some vague promises that won't meet the needs of teachers or students on class size and other important issues.In Ontario elementary teachers get 200 minutes of prep time per 5 day cycle. I know there is financial hardship, but the union has received close to $2 million in donations from other unions; is there no way of accessing hardship funds? At minimum, vote no and return to work on work to rule with various strike options.ReplyDelete Erica JonesSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:25 AM This article actually makes me so mad. It is NOT better for the kids that they have missed almost all of june and all of september. This is what you signed up for in BC as a teacher. Get on board or GET OUT.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:20 PM Is this really what teachers signed up for? At my high school, each class has about 30 kids, with an average of 17 kids per classroom with an identified learning disability. Our district says that there should be no more than 4 kids per classroom.. How do you expect non-specialist teachers to help each student when over half of them require more resources because of a learning disability? Furthermore, are you generalizing the "better-ness" to all the kids in BC? Because I don't think that it would be better if kids went back considering the learning environment isn't up to par. There are barely any Education Assistants, and support teachers for the multitude of children who need them. While I recognize and appreciate your enthusiasm for education, please realize that the public school system isn't a daycare. Also, please think about your words and the learning environment prior to speaking out. By the way, we're not an autocracy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:08 PM I can understand your frustration! Understand mine! I almost died at 7:30 pm one night returning from teaching a FI split class with several students who did not get enough support or no support at all. The principal expressed to me that he expected me to teach 2 different social studies programs and 2 different science programs. ANYONE I talked to knows that this is impossible to do, especially in French Immersion when kids get no support at home and books are often too hard for students to read. I had to quit my job. I did it for me and did it for the kids. I was like a surgeon who is asked to operate on 5 patients with an old scalpel with 2 inexperienced nurses. Predictably, 4 patients would die and I would be reprimanded! Teachers are put in terrible conditions and kids too. I hope you have the openmind to consider the reality of this honest personal anecdote. I also wish you to understand that this is likely not an isolated incident. What will it take? A kid to commit suicide because he or she is not getitng enough support?Delete Reply hilarySeptember 17, 2014 at 10:29 AM It is incorrect to equate lost funding with what the teachers would have received in grievances. The two are not equivalent. The starting position of the BCTF was $225M, so they never expected $3B to resolve grievances. I'm also interested to know where you get your figures on overcrowded classrooms. A recent Globe and Mail article says that classrooms are, on average, smaller than the caps set in 2002.ReplyDelete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:36 AM The signing bonus should be roughly $2500 each: 105 million divided by 41 thousand.ReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:53 AM It is not that simple. The $105 million is to be allocated by the union. The term "signing bonus" has been crossed off on the signed document. Some of that money may be used to pay union debts. Don't know this but clarification would be useful.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:16 PM Just quoting from the CBC news website, "And finally there are details of $105-million fund to settle grievances stemming from the ongoing court case. The BCTF says that money will be given out as a signing bonus, with specific amount yet to be determined."Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:34 AM I think it would be smart to put at least part of it into your strike fund.Delete Reply WheelsSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:55 AM If the money is used as a signing bonus, it should be based on FTEReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:12 PM Yes I am sure it will be based on FTE. The question is how much of the $105 Million is actually distributed. This is up to the union, and I am told that it is yet to be decided.Delete GuruSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:44 PM And don't forget all the retired teachers who are entitled to a share of it.Delete Reply Geoff OrmeSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:18 PM In another discussion of this someone suggested that under BC Labour Law a no vote means rejection of the proposed deal, and that means the strike continues until either: - the union in question elects to stand down - another tentative deal is presented or - the government imposes a legislated contract. I think the last of these is the most likely, and I believe the legislated contract would be draconian and brutal. What do you think, Tara? Also, I would appreciate your thoughts on Sandy Garossino's comments at https://storify.com/Garossino/should-teachers-accept-the-contractReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:14 PM If this is so, in a few month (likely a couple of years), teachers will win so much more with a Supreme Court judgment! It is possible that the Liberals know that the higher courts are stacked by Liberal judges (that is what happen when judges are chosen, not elected). In any case, a negative settlement (or not a great judgment) will galvinize the public to reform the way the Supreme court judges are being chosen. I doubt that any govn't will want that to happen. A legislated contract will make the LIbs look like sociopaths and dictators.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:47 PM Peter I think you are expecting far too much from the public, many of whom are only paying attention to this matter due to kids being home from school. The public are not remotely this savvy on the political process.Delete Reply IslanderSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:09 PM I am a continuing education teacher. We have it even worse and we are not listened to enough about our poor conditions. Those include no prep time (and we do have to mark and do report cards many times a year sometimes and commonly for 30 students in a class), travelling to different schools with no compensation, and having next to no breaks in between 3 hour classes. I worked for two years with no lunch break and taught 6 hours straight (just 15 min. breaks) to be told, "don't complain since there are others who will do it". We then got 15 min. breaks in between classes. Most of our students are wealthy immigrants, many who try to stay in classes as long as possible since the classes are free. After spending a year in Germany, I realize how better organized it is where the immigrants pay to learn the language on a sliding scale, and have to pay for a student book as well for each class. We do not even have text books, but photocopy so much at tax payers' expense. This is not right. I then teach summer school since we were not on a 12 month continual salary and most of those students are also immigrants (at least 75%). This is also free and it is becoming so common and the new immigrants know this is free babysitting and tutoring. I think one main problem is that we have so many new immigrants in our classes who need ESL like this article states about our inclusion style of education nowadays: http://www.vancouversun.com/life/Shelley+Fralic+trouble+with+schools/10203596/story.html I am honored to be teaching and like my job, but it does get exhausting especially since I need two or three jobs to pay the mortgage that I now no longer have.. back to renting since it all I can afford in this city that has become so expensive. And many don't realize that it is very very difficult to get to full time work as a teacher here. There was a formula that made it take about 10 years to get to f/t (now finally changed). I have been without pay for 3 months, and now had to finally rent a place in anticipation of returning to work, so I have to vote "yes", but please keep the comments coming for what alternatives we have. Maybe we have to just educate the public in a better way than picketing; maybe get out and walk around malls and talk to people and hand out pamphlets on how this liberal government is hurting this. Most Asians (probably just the new who are from such a different system) are already against the teachers since they do not seem to understand what is going on. http://www.vancouversun.com/Business/asia-pacific/Chuck+Chiang+Many+Asian+families+place+blame/10202757/story.htmlReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:17 PM First of all, myn thoughts are with you! I think your ideas about using different strategies is smart. Picketing is not a very good strategy to let people know about things. I think using the membership to flood media comment sections would be more effective. Going to talk to the public might be a good idea along with this, I think. Phone the BCTF and ask for support.Delete Reply Marsha HolleySeptember 17, 2014 at 1:36 PM A teachers wife Vote no you have come to far to back down. It is a -----Y DEAL. ReplyDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:45 PM Ask yourself WHY teachers cannot get 1/2 of the average increase in salary of the private sector? (The Libs will tell you because there are sooooooo many teachers, but I also hear that there are provinces where there is a need for teachers!) TORONTO - A new study says that Canadians, on average, can expect about the same size salary increase next year as in 2014. Human resources consultants Pal Benefits says a survey of 401 organizations, mainly in Ontario, Alberta and British Columbia, projected salary increase for 2015 at an average of 2.79 per cent. That was almost unchanged from the 2.74 per cent average increase projected in last year's survey. Meanwhile, in addition to the average salary increase remaining relatively steady year over year, the survey found that the percentage of employers who plan to freeze salaries appears to have stabilized at eight per cent —in the same percentages as was projected in 2014. Breaking down the numbers further, the survey found the average salary increase anticipated in the engineering, financial services and high technology sectors was three per cent. That compared with an average of 2.5 per cent on the low end for organizations in durable manufacturing. https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.htmlReplyDelete "Mama Rose"September 17, 2014 at 9:12 PM I used to agree with you, Tara, and appreciate you bringing these items to your blog to get us all thinking. But after a very long night and day of research and discussion, I realize I will be voting yes tomorrow. Here is why: I don't care about salary or benefit increases. That is not why I went on strike. I don't care if this tentative deal is not good for teachers. That's not why I went on strike either. For me, the single most important issue is class size and composition. I want to work in a classroom where I have enough time and resources available to me to adequately help all the students I teach. And while it is true that this tentative deal will not change anything in the classrooms right now (or at least most of our classrooms), I realized that we couldn't actually make changes in that area because the issues of cs and c is before the courts. When I made that connection and realized that this round of bargaining was really about a "good enough" agreement regarding wages, then the deal seems, well... good enough. BUT, the best part, is the language the BCTF legal team made around the furture court decision (the re-opener). They have it in writing that if we win the court case (which is likely) and when we have to start bargaining class size and comp again (that is exactly what Justice Susan Griffin said we would have to do) we will be STARTING from the 2002 levels. To make this simple to understand, I explained it to my friends using a number line. With this new language, the BCTF starts the next round of bargaining at say a 50. The government will want us to go to 10 or 15, and we'll compromise and end up maybe 25. But WITHOUT that language, we would have started bargaining at a 10 and only gone down from there. So I do believe it is the best deal possible, it still factors in the biggest issue (from my perspective), we do not lose the important gains of the past, and most importantly, everyone gets to go back to school.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 PM Mam Rose, I appreciate your point of view and your courage. However, let me point out to you and the readers that a decision at the BC supreme court might not turn out the way teachers anticipate. We all know that judges are appointed and who does the appointing? "All justices of the BCSC (including the position of Chief Justice and Associate Chief Justice) are appointed by the federal cabinet, on recommendation of the Minister of Justice. Masters are appointed by the provincial cabinet, on recommendation of the Attorney General in consultation with the Chief Justice." (Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Supreme_Court_of_British_Columbia) Now, I would like to think that all of those people are objective, but they are appointed and we know that there are political appointments. They have a lot of discretion over the laws and judgments. I am willing to bet that the BC Liberals do know this and are betitng the farm (or do they know something we don't know) that the Supreme Courts are stacked against teachers? So, I am not sure if we can count on a WIN if we proceed with the court ruling. I think we would be better to negotiate and negotiate a better deal.Delete Reply retaSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:57 AM Yes...no...yes...no...The last two days have been this. I’ve read so many articles and comments over the past few months and, I can say, I have learned a lot. I know this is not a great deal for teachers right now. I will be voting yes. This is why… 1. The children. Without going into the multiple issues (e.g., grad, post secondary, trades, sports, global education/trips, planned activities, those with varying degrees of special needs, those that need a soft place to land, etc., etc.) the children need to get on with their education. 2. The parents. For many parents, this strike is a financial burden. We do not like to be called baby sitters, but for many living below the poverty line, school is a financial relief. Winter is coming; gas bills will be expensive. 3. Poverty. Remember, BC has the highest child poverty rate in Canada. Schools feed and clothe numerous children. 4. The other systems educators work collaboratively with. MFCD, CYMH, foster parents, group homes, and the multitude of non-profit agencies that support vulnerable children and families are bursting at the seams. We are a part of that team. 5. CUPE. While some have been paid during this strike, that money is coming from districts. It was not provided by the government. And, CUPE is a partner in education - from the bus drivers to the tech dept to custodians to secretaries to EAs and so on. 6. Small Businesses. In our little towns, the school district is the number one employer. There is a direct cause-effect relationship between loss of wage and loss of business. 7. Money. The amount of money that is needed to reverse the erosion of the public education system over numerous years cannot be recouped in one sitting. This agreement is a start. It’s not much but the stage has been set. 8. THE COURT CASE. That is why we were on strike. All the other stuff could have been resolved months ago, but our government was working hard to make the court case go away. Well, it still exists. I consider that the victory. We live to fight another day (as rhetorical as that sounds) AND I hope people actually read the ruling and think critically about how a loss could impact the future of the Charter of Rights, and the power of government to contravene those rights. I am guessing we will vote to ratify as so many fear “what’s next?” from this government. It’s nasty business, and I think legislation would be next. VALUING PUBLIC EDUCATION needs to come from a STRONG, CONSISTENT public voice. If we do ratify the agreement, and those in the profession and public think we've given up, we have not. We’ve been fighting for years. We just haven’t been heard… until now. ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:21 AM I understand your point of view, but sometimes you have to fight to get what you want. This is a VERY bad deal, considering: Other people get on average 2.5% salary increases last year and this year and the next and the rest of us get 1% and must feel happy if we do.? (https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html) THIS DEAL is a horrendously BAD deal for kids/parents as well, of course. We are going to continue to be humiliated and be the laughing stock of many people of this province. After a decade of paycuts, WOW, this is what they are willing to offer! WOW! WOW! WOW!Delete Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:30 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Reply Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:37 PM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:08 PM Let's cross our fingers! I think we need a general strike by all unions if CC legislates teachers back. It is time to put the foot down and tell her and the Liberals that, as in the movie Network,"I am mad as hell and I won't take it anymore!"Delete Reply Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 8:26 PM Needs help on some stats for an online debate Looking for the last 10 or 15 years of contractual salary increases in %. So, 1% for 2001, 0% for 2002,...ReplyDelete Children FirstSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:00 PM Well it's all done now. Really hope the teacher's can find another angle to deal with class size and composition as well as student funding. The government will make sure the coming court case never swings your way no matter what. 2nd most expensive place to live in the the world!!! Wonder why and where the money goes??? ReplyDelete AnonSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 PM I'm an outsider, but have followed closely this whole fiasco and this is a RAW deal. Your union hung you out to dry on this one - taking a really bad deal (clearly no one from the BCTF had rudimentary math skills in their toolbox) and then publicly encouraging to the media that teachers accept the deal....what choice did you have - a no vote would have outraged the public. I could go on and on, but the bottom line, in my opinion, is that your union better get some stronger leaders who are PR and technology savvy. Out with Iker and the rest of those who bargained on your behalf - they just got ......well , we know that happened. Whew, can't even believe how screwed you got, absolutely amazing - nothing meaningful gained in the big picture and only very minor gains for a small group of people, bigger losses for the majority.. Wow - I better stop now. Best of luck. Thanks for all you do for our children. ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ▼  September (9) Reflections on the BC Teacher Strike BC Teacher strike - Lessons learned Response to Sandy Garossino Will the Education Fund improve classroom conditio... Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Class composition: a human rights perspective Class size and composition - a short visual histor... Guest post - I WILL HOLD THE LINE Teachers - let your leadership know it is time to ... ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11502,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 19, Number 5, March 2007 On being well: Building community in the workplace by Julia Johnson In the world of business, with labour shortage and the demand for skilled workers in every sector throughout the province, the crucial question is how to attract and keep qualified employees. The December 2006 issue of the BC Business magazine attempts to address this concern with a feature on the best companies to work for in BC. Generally, the employers of these "best companies" demonstrated that they were as serious about people as they were about profit when they created workplace wellness programs, which resulted in contented workers who were loyal, motivated, and enthusiastic. The employees, however, found their worksite desirable because of the friendly working atmosphere and the positive way in which people related to each other at work. In the field of education, the issue of a healthy workplace is paramount particularly with the many layers of stress that confront teachers daily as they interact with a diverse student population. As a BCTF Pro-D associate responsible for facilitating wellness workshops in schools throughout the province, my observation is that teachers desire a workplace where a sense of community prevails. This becomes evident to all when stories are shared revealing behaviours that create a toxic workplace as expressed by one participant at a secondary school; "I just want someone to respond when I walk down the hall and say, Hi!" Each day we enter our workplace burdened not only by the demands of our teaching assignment (new curriculum, insufficient resources, accountability expectations, integration issues, coping with students with emotional and drug issues, etc.) but burdened also by the demands of our personal and family life. No one is exempt from these stressors. For many of us the workplace becomes a place to survive. "If I can just get through today, I will be all right!" "I’m fine as long as I can shut my door and just concentrate on teaching" are statements I have frequently heard. All of us want to do our work to the best of our ability and we want to be happy doing it; otherwise work becomes drudgery and stressful. The world of business acknowledges this in their belief that "a happy worker is a productive worker" and in the direction they take in implementing business practices, "Now more than ever, keeping staff happy is a crucial part of doing business." (p. 59) Not to implement strategies for community building in the workplace produces a toxic work environment that is easy to recognize—people are frequently absent, there is little or no school wide socializing, small or exclusive circles of friendships are prevalent, new staff members find it hard to fit in, there is an established seating pattern in the staff room at recess and lunch, change is met with resistance, laughter is scarce, little effort is made to connect with others during the day, and people work long hours in isolation. Today, the concept of building community in the workplace has its roots in the world of business, but historically community building occurred in the neighbourhood, community hall, and church. In our pluralistic, diverse, technologically advanced, and global society people no longer gather at these places for the purpose of community building. As a result, the opportunity to feel connected in a way that nurtures our sense of belonging is in short supply. Scott Peck in The Different Drum: Community Making and Peace defines community "as a group that has learned to transcend its individual differences." (p. 62) A school workplace abounds in individual differences, which can become fodder for conversations regarding our colleagues if not checked—conversations where judgments and criticisms are made and unfavourable opinions are expressed. Peck suggests, "...in genuine community there are no sides. It is not always easy but by the time [a group reaches] community the members have learned how to give up cliques and factions. They have learned how to listen to each other and how not to reject each other." (p. 71) When the workplace is where we spend 60% of our waking hours, we would be wise to create an atmosphere of workplace wellness that supports community building so we can all survive with a little more ease, grace, and workplace health. Julia Johnson, a retired learning resource teacher in Quesnel, is a BCTF PD wellness associate and a member of the Teacher Newsmagazine Advisory Board. livingjewels@shaw.ca (250-747-3650) Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9812&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept./Oct. 2002 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 1, Sept./Oct. 2002 Ontario gov’t blueprint structurally unsound   Excerpts from OSSTF President Earl Manners’ address to the Summer Leadership Conference For the past seven years, each school year has begun under a cloud of confusion and angst for students, parents, teachers, and educational workers. Unfortunately, changing the captain of the ship of state from Harris to Eves, has not meant this summer is any different. Chronic underfunding of public education continues. Most boards across the province have balanced their budgets but only by being forced to make ever-deeper cuts to education programs. Thousands of children continue to be placed on waiting lists for special-education programs. However, this summer trustees have joined the ranks of teachers, educational workers, parents, students, and communities saying enough is enough! By refusing to pass balanced budgets that would require massive cuts to programs and staff, the trustees in Ottawa Carleton, Hamilton-Wentworth, and Toronto have sent a clear message that their mandate is to put the needs of students first. But, let’s not be fooled. The other boards have not actually submitted balanced budgets. Every one of these boards has used the last drop of reserves. These so-called balanced budgets have no funds for increased salaries for employees, and many boards that have not replaced staff and schools, will be significantly understaffed when doors open. Three school boards are telling the truth—the others have simply downloaded the burden of underfunding, handed to them by the government, onto the backs of their teachers and support staff. This government has complete control of the education purse strings. They like control. What they don’t like is responsibility. They refuse to accept that accountability is a two-way street. With the selection of Ernie Eves to replace Mike Harris, and the appointment of Elizabeth Witmer to the post of education minister, we thought we might be getting something new. Both Eves and Witmer announced that the education-funding formula was not only broke but broken. Following an investigation of the funding formula, a commitment was made, that if more money is needed, it would be there. Finally, after seven years, admission that what we had been consistently saying, was true. But there was no money in the budget to reverse seven years of cuts. No money to avoid further cuts while the review took place. The accountants now advise the government on what programs should be cut. On Saturday August 17, 2002, Minister Witmer basically fired the elected trustees in Ottawa Carleton and replaced them with her hand-picked supervisor. She is quoted as saying this was done to ensure stability in Ottawa Carleton schools in September. In her release on the appointment of the supervisor in Ottawa Carleton, Minister Witmer says, and I quote, "That is why we are taking this extreme measure—the only measure we have to ensure schools remained open." Well minister, there is another solution to keep schools open that doesn’t involve throwing out 135 years of democratic local control of schools. Live up to your responsibility and fund Ontario schools, to ensure that every student can succeed! We call on Minister Witmer to announce an immediate moratorium on all cuts made by school boards to balance budgets for this September. We will take a very active part in the funding-formula review scheduled for this fall. We will insist that the funding formula be based on the identified needs of students. We will push for the elimination of the private-school tax credit and the reinvestment of those funds in public education. And we will propose that the government establish a funding generator to increase funding as actual education costs increase. Our expectations for a broken funding formula are quite simple: Fix it! We are at the end of year two, of the legislated three-year collective agreement period. There is not one three-year collective agreement in place for teacher bargaining units between OSSTF and any Ontario school board. Ontario’s public high school teachers and educational workers have been patient. We want to be totally clear. Schools will open in Ontario with a teacher in front of every class in Ontario’s public high schools and support staff in place to deliver services. But, if the government’s response to the funding review is not immediate in November, our work stops at the beginning of second semester! Our patience has reached the end. Our members watched as government forced its own workforce on strike and then agreed to a significant wage increase of nine percent over two years. Our members watched the government agree to significant deserved salary increases for Ontario’s nurses. It is clear the Eves government is now in a pre-election mode of operations. We watched Eves reverse the sale of Hydro 1. When seniors rose up en masse against increases to accommodation in nursing homes, he quickly reversed that decision too. The spring budget attempted to get concern for healthcare off the minds of Ontarians by announcing massive infusions of cash, to try and mitigate the damage done by seven years of cuts to healthcare. Eves may be different from Harris in style but there is no difference when it comes to the long-term agenda of the Conservative government. Despite all the rhetoric, they continue to support the privatization of our healthcare system by setting up private MRI clinics. Community hospitals are now closed. They continue to support the tax credit for private schools. So, as they prepare for their election budget next spring there remains one major issue to get off the radar screen—public education. Well, teachers and educational workers are tired of being used as the pawns. This is not an election issue for a tired government out of ideas, it is a fact of life for students, parents, teachers, and educational workers now! It truly is time for a change. Last March we clearly laid out an alternative to the Tory education agenda. Our Student Success Plan guarantees that: all students reach their potential. all students have what they need to succeed. all students are offered the right curriculum. public education works for all students. This is an alternative that is built on respect for teachers and educational workers and the work they do. An alternative that ensures that public education, not private education, remains the cornerstone of Ontario society. It’s time for a new vision for public education in Ontario.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=16812,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2008 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 2, October 2008  In memoriam—Sam Fillipoff Devoted husband, father, son, brother, outstanding teacher, visionary, race relations consultant, passionate peace activist and child advocate, community worker, loyal friend and totally engaged citizen. Passed away July 23, 2008, aged 63. Sam Fillipoff’s sudden and tragic passing after a short but courageous battle with Crutzfeldt-Jacob’s disease has left a deep and lasting void, not only in the lives of his family members, but also in the lives of so many colleagues and community members. Sam Fillipoff was the epitome of the engaged citizen as he relentlessly pursued peace, social justice, and equality for all people. He embodied the ideals and principles of friendship, pacifism, and simplicity from his Doukhobor heritage. Early in Fillipoff’s teaching career, at Vancouver’s Lord Strathcona Elementary School, he saw the inequity of educational opportunity for his students who lived in an area of Vancouver that incorporated the Downtown Eastside with the poorest postal code in Canada. As a result, in the early 1970s, he took action and led his colleagues in spearheading the Northeast Sector Project, a plea for the school board to implement measures to help level the playing field for these students. His master’s thesis at Simon Fraser University was based on describing this vision. The Northeast Sector project while unsuccessful at the time, served as an impetus for later and long overdue reforms in Vancouver’s inner-city schools. At the time, it challenged the long-held concept that education and social issues were separate and distinct entities. From this time on, Fillipoff was an indefatigable education and community activist and a leader in the areas of poverty, homelessness, racism, discrimination, equality of educational opportunity, and social justice. He stood up and spoke out on controversial issues and as a result he was repeatedly denied promotion to a school-based principalship position. However, his role as a teacher-leader was outstanding. In his last school, Grandview/ ?uuqinak’uuh Elementary School, he focused on the needs of First Nations children and with the help of others created a beautiful community garden on the school grounds. Fillipoff served with great distinction as the race relations co-ordinator for both the BC Teachers’ Federation and the Vancouver School Board. The policies he helped formulate and the materials he helped develop, plus the workshops he led, and the in-service work he did in city schools and across the province broke new ground on multiculturalism and race relations. On peace, his major thrust in retirement, he was untiring. As with all his projects, he immersed himself in this work and promoting a culture of peace for children became his all consuming passion—phone calls, e-mails, articles, public forums, visiting local schools, attending school board and city hall meetings, plus one-to-one lobbying were strategies he employed effectively. He was proud to work on the 2006 World Peace Forum in Vancouver and his inspired idea to turn war toys into peace art resonated across the province. We will miss Sam Fillipoff greatly in the years ahead but his legacy lives on. – Alva Jenson and Noel Herron Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12758,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 1999 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 12, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 1999 What about the Boys? Debate: gendered anxieties and public schools by Arlene Tigar McLaren and Leslie Roman The Fraser Institute study, Boys, Girls and Grades, noted by Paul Sullivan (The West, June 5, 1999) made front-page news in Vancouver. Headlines blare that “schools favour girls” and that “boys’ problems are getting short shrift,” turning equity issues into a pro-girl versus pro-boy joust. The report, an anxious panic over gender-equity efforts in schools, ignores the complex factors leading to differing kinds of underachievement of both genders and the real economic and political disparities outside of schools that affect achievement and life chances. It is no news to educators (whether gender-equity proponents or not) that some boys underachieve or fail in certain subjects. The complex reasons for this and other gendered academic outcomes, well-researched for over two decades, are remarkably absent in the Fraser Institute (FI) study. The authors have not done their homework. How do they arrive at their extraordinary conclusion that schools favour girls and give boys short shrift? All the authors show is that boys get higher marks (by no more than three percentage points in a couple of subjects) in provincial examination results, and that girls get higher marks (little more than three percentage points) in several subjects in school-based assessments. In concluding that schools favour girls, the authors show obvious lapses in logic. Are one-shot provincial-exam marks really more fair than the assessments teachers accrue over time based on their knowledge of students’ capacities over a wide range of activities? Are the latter really not to be trusted? Do girls really receive unfair assistance through “girl-friendly strategies”? Do boys lack equivalent “boy-friendly strategies”? The report turns boys into victims and girls into victors. Despite laudable, gender-equitable efforts, plenty of biases remain that don’t favour girls. Textbooks today are not full of women and silent about men; girls are still concentrated in “soft” subjects, (e.g., English) that lack status equal to “hard” subjects (e.g., math and science), and resources, such as support for sports, are not equally distributed. By exaggerating very small discrepancies in academic assessments, the report fuels an unjustifiable apprehension about school-based gender-equity programs. Are the authors promiscuously searching for scapegoats? In reality, there is more overlap between the achievement of boys and girls than difference. Where gendered achievement differences exist, they are minor, in different subjects and at different levels. While many boys do not perform well at schools, many others do. The FI report would have us believe that all girls are doing better than all boys in school achievement measures. It also taps into a larger, unfounded anxiety about previously disenfranchised groups becoming “overly entitled.” But given the larger agenda of this right-wing “think tank,” such anxiety is no surprise. Which boys does the FI report care about—the truly disadvantaged? First Nations, ESL, or poor boys (and girls)? Why don’t the authors tell us that parental educational and occupational attainment is the strongest predictor of how children (“Kevin and Sarah”) will fare educationally and in the labour market? The authors turn a blind eye to everyday realities. Their facile blaming of public schools and gender-equity efforts for boys’ “underachievement” distracts us from important economic and political disparities largely generated outside schools. Both young women and young men have difficulty finding jobs. The jobs they do get are likely to be insecure; such is the case for young women especially. The authors fail to understand that despite gender-equity efforts in school, women in the labour market remain concentrated in casual, marginalized, low-paying, and often dead-end service-sector work. “Women’s work” is not comparable to the earnings, security, potential for upward mobility, and power of “men’s work.” Schools alone cannot create a skilled workforce to solve mass, casualized labour and unemployment. Having the skills does not mean there will be jobs after finishing one’s schooling. Rather than focus on the important social inequalities, the report targets feminism and inclusive public education and promotes education for the already privileged. Let’s not push schools into pitting boys against girls, into simplistic visions that ignore the truly disadvantaged. Let’s steer clear of the insidious rhetoric of “performance indicators” and the narrow excellence movements of which the “what about the boys?” panic is a part. Conservative movements have monopolized public educational policy debates in the Australia, New Zealand, United States, and Great Britain to the detriment of their already beleaguered and embattled public school systems. We are at a crossroads. Are we to repeat these countries’ mistakes? Let’s focus on the crucial goal of public schooling: to foster critical inquiry and inclusive citizenry. Such goals mean putting the public back into public education, a future far from that imagained by the Fraser Institute. Arlene Tigar MacLaren is associate professor, Department of Sociology and Anthropology, SFU, and Leslie Roman is associate professor, Department of Educational Studies, UBC. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=17596&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 5, March 2009  Readers write It’s called a report card I love my job. I’ve had other jobs, from waitressing, to bookkeeping, to owning and running my own business, but there’s something about teaching kids that keeps me excited about work every day. Like all teachers, I have many questions about the best ways to help my students learn. So I do a lot of reading, collaborating with colleagues, workshops/coursework, and especially a lot of work right in my classroom, trying teaching strategies that will meet the diverse needs of each student. And yes, in my classroom assessment takes place daily—anecdotal records, checklists, observations, quizzes, tests, self/peer evaluations, conferences, interviews, and marking of various assignments, usually criterion-based. So why do I feel so strongly about not supporting the FSA (Foundation Skills Assessment) tests? The reason is simply that they are not helping students to learn. Each teacher, from Kindergarten through Grade 12 assesses students on an ongoing basis. This data/ information we collect guides our teaching, identifying areas we need to focus upon, areas we need to reteach, areas we need to find better ways to reach our learners. In short, our assessments are an essential part of the learning process. Unfortunately, the FSAs do not provide teachers with useful information. If a teacher needed to administer an FSA in February to find out how their students were doing, it would be far too late to use the data to develop ways to improve learning in that school year. The most well known use of FSA results is for the Fraser Institute (an organization that has nothing to do with improving learning) to rank our schools. Worse still, learners in schools with low rankings (who work just as hard as students in the higher ranked schools) are NOT given more supports so that their learning will be enhanced. In fact, lower rankings leads to lower self-esteem, which we all know is not good for learning. Time is precious. Our school days are full of many worthy subjects that my generation never had at school—technology, career planning, social responsibility, daily physical activity, French. Spending the five to eight hours it takes to administer FSAs is not good use of student time; at least not until the FSA data is used to help students. Teachers are not against assessment. If the public needs transparency and accountability regarding how BC students are doing, they have access to thousands of hours of assessment data at least three times a year. That data is called report cards. Jennie Boulanger  Burnaby  Correction I was incorrectly described as a TOC in Vancouver in the Jan./Feb. 2009 Teacher. I teach at Guildford Park Secondary School in Surrey. Susanna Allevato Quail Surrey Warm feet, warm hearts As part of our social responsibility goals, we encourage service activities for our students. We help a family in Guatemala as well as undertaking other service projects each year. This past December, we held our 2nd annual sock hop at Nanoose Bay Elementary School. Children were asked to bring a pair of new socks suitable for babies, children, or adults. Althought we are a small school, we collected over 200 pairs. Parents, children, and staff had a great time dancing, and our whole school community felt good about helping others. The socks were donated to local families as well as a shelter. I read recently that Our Place in Victoria is in great need of socks for the homeless who use their services. I’m sure there are many organizations all over the province who would welcome sock donations, and our own schools have kids who need them too. When your feet are cold, everything is cold. I thought other teachers might be interested in hosting their own “bring socks sock hop.” Virginia Brucker Qualicum)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media last tweet "" @ - 12:00am Follow @ last post "" facebook/ - Jan 1st Like Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/tdtu/prod_may13.html,TDTU Professional Development (Pro-D) Home News Calendar Bargaining Executive TDTU Contacts Photo Gallery Professional Development for May 13, 2011 CareKit Workshop Place: School Board Offices- Date: May 13, 2011 - Time: 9:00 AM- 12:00 PM Presenter: Sue Springer A workshop for elementary teachers who teach the CareKit. For more information email: susan.springer@cmsd.bc.ca Two Workshops in Hazelton Workshop #1. Inclusive Schools and Teaching Practices for Aboriginal Students Place: Hazelton Secondary School Library - Date: May 13, 2011- Time: 9:00 AM - 12:00 Noon AND Workshop #2. Rafa Rafa (Cross-Cultural Simulation Game) aimed at Elementary, but suitable for Secondary level. Place: Hazelton Secondary School Library - Date:May 13, 2011- Time: 1:00 PM - 3:00 PM For DETAILS on both workshops, registration deadlines, delicious free lunch, and contact information select this link: May 13, 2011 - Pro-D Workshops in Hazelton Register by Friday, April 29, 2011 at 3:00 PM. To register contact Melanie Millar: Phone (250) 842-5214 or email: melanie.millar@cmsd.bc.ca Functional Behavioral Assessment for Low Incidence Students Workshop May 13th, 2011 - 9:00am - 3:00pm with break for lunch Suwilaawks Community School in the First Nation's Centre To register, contact Carol Rauschenberger at Suwilaawks (638-0306) or e-mail carol-ann.rauschenberger@cmsd.bc.ca Social Justice Workshop Dani Pigeau and Amy Warner will provide information and ideas from the BCTF Social Justice Conference, which they attended in April. This presentation is appropriate for all grade and subject levels. Join them at 1:30pm at Caledonia, Room 110. For more information please contact either Amy or Dani at Cal (250-635-6531). Return to Main Pro-D Page)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7752,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 6, April 2005 Liberals target women and children by Jane Turner Don’t believe the Liberal Party ads you are seeing on TV as the election nears. Things are not rosy in Lotus Land. According to the evidence, women and children are getting roasted in Gordon Campbell’s British Columbia. At the 2005 Annual General Meeting of the BCTF, the Status of Women Social Justice Action Group gave a presentation detailing the litany of cuts brought to bear on women and children by Gordon Campbell’s Liberals. The cuts affecting any single sector of our society are bad enough, but the package of cuts becomes the Liberal version of a tsunami—devastating and overwhelming. The following are just some of the facts contained in the Status of Women Action Groups’ PowerPoint presentation sent to local presidents. The cuts will affect mostly women, children, and immigrants, many of whom are part-time workers. • $860 million has been cut from social services. • Despite inheriting a $1.3 billion surplus, medical premiums were increased by 50% or $494 million dollars. • Of the over 20,000 public-sector jobs cut since 2001, 75% were held by women. • Employees are now paid for statutory holidays only if they have worked 15 of the last 30 calendar days. • If employees want to lodge a complaint under the Employment Standards Act they only have access to an English-language, self-help kit. Once a complaint has been made, there is no obligation on the part of the government to investigate. • The Human Rights Commission has been abolished. Human rights are no longer a matter for civil society; they are only a matter between individuals. • Women with children over the age of three do not qualify for social assistance, but $24 million was cut from daycare spending and a $7-a-day cap for before- and after-school care was eliminated. While the $24 million has now been restored to daycares, those centres that lost the funding have closed and often, licensed daycare is no longer available. • 4,000 beds in residential care facilities have been closed. • An estimated 6,000 to 8,000 seniors no longer qualify for government assisted elder care facilities. • All government core and operational funding for women’s centres was cut in 2004. • Legal aid was cut by 40%, most of the cuts coming from family, immigration, and civil law. Criminal law, mostly accessed by men, was only reduced by 10%. Now a woman who is abused by her spouse doesn’t qualify for legal aid, but her spouse, the abuser, does. • Post-secondary tuition fees are up 67%, and education grants have been eliminated. The conclusion of the report states, "Last year, the government claimed a surplus of $865 million. This surplus was achieved on the backs of the middle class and the poor." The title of the presentation says it all: "The damage has been done." All local association offices received a copy of this PowerPoint presentation. To see the full text, ask your local president for "The damage has been done." It’s well worth watching. Jane Turner is an assistant director, BCTF’s Professional and Social Issues Division. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8874,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, Number 4, March 2004 Classified Ads TRAVEL/VACATION MAUI Privately owned, beautiful fully furn. 2 bd., 2 bath condo, across from Kamaole beaches. Great complex, great location. 250-598-6955, F: 250-598-6965. KIHEI, MAUI Large selection of fully equipped condos. Great beaches. Near shopping centre. Call Alf 604-291-1751, Fax: 604-291-9773, kihei@telus.net WHISTLER waterfront 1 bd. fully stocked condo. Newly renovated, cozy & bright. 3 min. drive to village. Sleeps 4, Carol 604-209-7220. BLACKCOMB Luxury, sleeps 4. ski in/ out. 604-929-6589, www.at-blackcomb.com FRANCE privately owned, beautiful furn. 1 bd. central Paris; Provence lovely furnished house close to Avignon. Wkly/monthly. 604-738-1876 or 604-298-3904, ir_roland@hotmail.com WHISTLER Alta Lake, waterfront, 1 bd. condo, 1 km to village, sleeps 4, F/P, TV/ VCR, summer/winter rates 604-298-2070. WHISTLER GETAWAY Pinecrest Estates, 5 bd. 1400 sq.ft. cabin. sauna, deck with BBQ, fully equip. kitchen. D/W, W/D, wood stove (wood provided). Rates from $170/nt. (seasonal). glush@shaw.ca or Jill or Gerry 604-936-3346. TOFINO Chesterman Beach across the street. Cozy cottage, fully equip., avail. year-round, $100/night (seasonal), $80 off season. 604-581-3178. SUNSHINE COAST (Halfmoon Bay) cozy cedar cottage, sleeps 4-6, fantastic ocean view, F/P, BBQ. Call 604-885-7606 or www.blackberrycottagebc.com QUEEN CHARLOTTE ISLANDS. Fabulous "mothership" kayaking, wilderness adventure, unforgettable experiences. 1-888-559-8317, www.island.net/~archipel. BLACKCOMB Luxury 2 bd/loft, 3 bath, sleeps 7, ski-in/out. 604-940-0156. LONG BEACH Furnished 2 bd. suite, sleeps 6. Pets on approval. Near Ucluelet, 10 min. drive from Pacific Rim Park. 250-726-2311, www.island.net/~s-kayak WHISTLER 1 bd. condo (Whistler Creekside) sleeps 4, F/P, hot tub, swimming pool, sauna. Kitchen fully equip. Undergr. parking. Close to lift and stores. Call early to book and avoid disappointment. Call Jan at 604-530-0958. MAYNE ISLAND Sunny retreat, 2 bd. & loft, fully equipped, N/S, 1 blk. from Dinner Bay Park. Call 604-264-1855, 604-838-5995. WHISTLER, Alta Lake Getaway. Tranquility, only min. from the village. Sleeps 6, F/P, canoe. Call 604-850-1017 or 604-941-7302. Visit www.members.shaw.ca/ruhl WHISTLER TOWNHOUSE Sleeps 8, fully equip. 604-985-7669 or Gary 604-669-7212. SAN JOSE DEL CABO Two 1-bd. condos for rent. On golf course. 5 min. walk to beach. 250-724-0893, 250-723-4737. WHISTLER Creekside townhouse for rent. Sleeps 8, 2 baths, view of Alpha Lake. 604-535-3447. DISCOVER FRANCE ON TWO WHEELS! Explore the river valleys of France, cycle through fields of sunflowers, past magnificent chateaux and picturesque villages. Guided by the unbound enthusiasm of a Francophile teacher, the 10-day tours depart July 7th for Burgundy; and July 20th and 31st to the Loire. www.travellers-tale.com, E-mail info@ travellers-tale.com Exclusive to Panorama Travel 1-800-320-3377, BC Reg #2683. QUALICUM BEACH. Dandelion Cottage. 1 bd., full kitchen, private suite, Cozy & comfortable, peaceful, near beach. Winter wkend specials, wkly & mthly rates. 250-752-5127 www.geocities.com/dandelioncottageca/ MAYNE ISLAND. Sunny retreat, 2bd. & loft, fully equipped, N/S, 1 blk. from Dinner Bay Park. Call 604-264-1855, 604-838-5995. WHISTLER condo. Sleeps 4, views, close to village, all amenities. 604-943-9423. TIBET cultural trek/tour. 30-days July 2004. Small group. Nepal, Mt. Kailas, Lhasa, Katmandu. www.facetofacetraveltours.com 250-247-7652. GABRIOLA COTTAGE Private, 2 bd., sleeps 6, kitchen, yard, sandy beach access, ideal for young children, N/P, N/S. $725 wkly. Call 250-247-9883, E-mail boysen@shaw.ca, www.gabriolacottage.netfirms.com EDUCTORS B & B TRAVEL NETWORK $34 a night for two! 6,000 B&Bs worldwide. Educators hosting educators since 1986. "A great service, we were overwhelmed by the kindness and hospitality of our hosts!" David & Alice, both professors, Halifax, NS. See our complete membership directory and join online at www.educatorstravel.com Box 5279, Eugene, OR 97405, 1-800-377-3480. Fun, Friends, and adventure with fellow educators! KELOWNA Executive lakefront house, downtown, fully equipped, private dock, boat lift, sleeps 6-8, quiet area, avail. year round, ManhattanPointVacations@shaw.ca, 250-762-8138. BOWEN ISLAND Country home avail. Spring Break (Mar 6-20) and Summer (daily, wkly, mthly) View, BBQ, quiet, near beach, ferry. Ideal for day trips and relaxation. 604-947-9813. PARKSVILLE Fully furnished townhouse, Rathtrevor Beach. 3 bd., 3 bath, steps to sandy beach. members.shaw.ca/twoodrent18, 250-727-6985. WHISTLER condo, Lorimer Rd. on Alta Lake, great quiet family area, 10 min. from lifts but location also offers cross-country, ice-skating, etc. 2 storey, 2 bd. sleeps 6, fully equipped. N/P, $300/wkend, 10% discount mid-wk. 2nt min. 604-988-8231, Fax 604-988-1022. BIG WHITE CONDO available for Spring Break, March 25—26. 1 bd. Great rates. 250-769-9316 or keith.reid@shaw.ca TRAVEL DEALS FOR TEACHERS www.memberstravel.ca COTSWOLDS—ENGLAND 2 bd. cottage for rent, 2 weeks minimum, cotswold@coulter.plus.com TOFINO Join us in the annual celebration of the migration of the Pacific Gray Whale: mid-March to mid-April. Ideally located on Clayoquot Sound, Cannery Retreat is a perfect base for the Whale Festival. Cannery Retreat is a fully equipped 1 bd. loft condo. Steps from restaurants, galleries, shops and whales! Adult oriented. N/S, N/P. Minimum 2 days. 1-888-492-6662. HORNBY ISLAND Comfortable 2 bd. cabin for weekly rental during summer 2004. See http://members.shaw.ca/scombs/cabin.html for details. OKANAGAN Vacation home, 2 bd., spectacular view, lake, beach, 0.7 acres, fully equipped, covered deck, laundry, min. from golf, tennis, 12 wineries. Rent by week July/August $875. 250-498-4539. LOOKING FOR VACATION HOMES? Visit beautiful Quadra Island. From cozy cottages in the woods to waterfront homes, check our choices www.quadraislandvacationrentals.com CHINA Opportunities to teach and travel in China for 4 weeks this summer, see http://members.shaw.ca/education-connections/2004 www.gabriolavacations.com Several oceanfront homes or cottages avail. starting at $795/wk. or $280/2 nights plus taxes. Call for detail at 250-247-8577. CHILCOTIN-WILD HORSE COUNTRY Lakefront log cabins in beautiful Nemaiah Valley. Excellent fishing and hiking. Cabins $70/nt. $420/wk. ph/fax: 250-468-9948, www.konnilakeresort.com WHISTLER 1 bd. condo in Creekside area. Very affordable rates. Comfortably sleeps 4. Call 604-209-7027 or e-mail jo-anne.hibbert@telus.net COMOX waterfront home for rent. Fully equipped. July and August. 250-339-6328. FOR RENT/EXCHANGE VANCOUVER Clean, bright, quiet, centally located condos at Robson & Bute. 1 bd. $75/single, 2 bd. $85/single. Daily/weekly/ monthly rate, 604-608-4268, dbemc@hotmail.com VICTORIA BC fully equipped 1 bd. condo nestled between downtown and Cook Street Village facing Beacon Hill Park. www3.telus.net/victoriacondo or 1-866-222-0406 VICTORIA Teacher couple from Edmonton, neat, N/S, seek housesitting or home exchange near UVic, July—Aug. Have 2-year-old child. References 780-485-2588. KITSILANO house, 3 bd. plus 2 bath, garden. Avail. Aug. 1 to Dec. 20, $1400/mo. N/P, close to UBC. 604-738-1876, e-mail: ir_roland@hotmail.com VICTORIA Near UVic, large, modern home. Utilities/car included. July 1—Aug. 31. $2000/mo. 250-477-4055. RESOURCES GRAPPLE—GET HOOKED on prefixes, suffixes and roots! Teaching how words work? Here’s a fun new way to learn! GRAPPLE allows up to five players to form words combining cards from three separate decks. Who can get rid of all their cards first? Find out more at www.serendipitygames.net MANUAL FOR PARAGRAPH & ESSAY WRITING Designed for teachers/parents of weaker or remedial students. To order, send $10.75 plus $1.60 postage to Avstan Publications, #18, 8533 Broadway St., Chilliwack, BC V2P 5V4. Ph/Fax: 604-792-0839. SCIENCE ACTIVITIES for the visual learner. Designed for Junior Science and Senior Biology in B.C. To order, phone 604-852-0923 or e-mail davidhague@uniserve.com, www.visuallearner.ca RHYME, READ & WRITE© …teaching early literacy skills K-2 through the magic of rhyme. Reproducible materials for teachers and students. Over 60 theme-related rhyme packages. $10 ea. or 3/$25 plus shipping. thecupboard@dccnet.com, www.theclassroomcupboard.com HONEYBEE CENTRE for unforgettable field trips and free IRPs. Call 604-575-BEES (2337) Surrey, BC ALPHASONGS 26 songs produced by Kindergarten teacher/professional musician. Designed to help beginning readers master alphabet, phonemic awareness. Blues, rock, country, pop. Positive effect on reading. Useful in Kindergarten, Grade 1, ESL, speech. $20 plus S&H. Paul 604-850-6748, f: 604-850-5370, info@annieape.com NEW HARDCOVER Canadian Communications Technology textbook. Print and CD-ROM versions for students and teachers. Visit www.digitaloverdrive.ca or call 905-332-5712 NEW MATH KITS for intermediate classrooms. www.edumathresources.com MISCELLANEOUS www.localtutorlink.com RETIRING? Undecided about the Joint Life Option? Order Choosing the Right Options, a straightforward guide/workbook for selecting the best option for your situation. Cost: $15 (taxes incl.) Mail Ken Smith, 5120 Ewart St., Burnaby, BC V5J 2W2 or call BCTF Lesson Aids. MASTER OF SPECIAL EDUCATION by coursework offered by Flinders University of S. Australia is recognized by the B.C. Teacher Qualification Service. The degree is available entirely in distance mode. Applications are invited now for commencement of study in 2004. More information at: http://ehlt-online. flinders.edu.au/bc or from the program co-ordinator, Bernice.Burnip@flinders.edu.au TRAVEL & TEACH ENGLISH OVERSEAS. Jobs $$ guaranteed, great pay. TESOL certified in 5 days in-class (or online or by correspondence). Attend a free info seminar. Free infopack. 1-888-270-2941 or www.globaltesol.com VARIETY—THE CHILDREN’S CHARITY OF BC Working with children is your special passion. Leave a legacy in your will for BC’s special kids. It will be your gift of a lifetime, providing you and your estate with significant tax benefits. Confirm now or call for more information. Speak with Peter Chipman, toll free 1-800-381-2040 or e-mail: peter.chipman@variety.bc.ca TEACHERS work online. $500—$2000+ PT/FT, www.agoldmineonline.com FOR SALE. 1998, 25’ Aerolite family trailer. V.g. condition, sleeps 6, bunks, fully equipped. One family owner. $13,500. Surrey 604-535-3447. LIVE IN THE GULF ISLANDS! Beautiful retirement environment on Gabriola Island! Easy access. Only 20 min. from Nanaimo. Visit online at www.realestate-gabriola.com to see for yourself! Buy now, retire later! Email: jheira@realestate-gabriola.com or phone 1-800-205-8080. Jheira Springford, Coast Realty (Gabriola Village). NEW CARS & LIGHT DUTY TRUCKS for teachers to purchase at the lowest dealer cost. All factory incentive programs can be arranged. All vehicles will be registered to you, the purchaser. The New Car Purchase Plan for BC teachers was established in 1973 by Robert Montgomery. Call toll free 1-800-307-4808 or send a fax to 1-888-307-1230. Give me your best price and I will better it. That is a promise! WANTED Persons to buy 20 yr. business leading educational cultural tours once yearly to Mediterranean countries or elsewhere. Wonderful Retirement Activity! All materials, expertise, assistance for you to start. Easy! 604-922-0689, Fax 604-925-4170. FOR SALE Thriving, unique, Canadian children’s wholesale book business. Contact PO Box 177, Saanichton, BC V8M 1A0. REUNION LORD BYNG GRADS OF ’64 40th Anniversary Reunion, Sept. 11 & 12, 2004. See information and list of missing grads on our web site www.ethosevents.ca/ lb64reunion or contact Maureen MacDonald at 604-871-1891. MISSING HEIR Johann Olaf Baumgartner, late of Salt Spring Island, BC, died September 25, 2002. It is believed that Mr. Baumgartner may have left a daughter who would have been born in the early 1950s. If you believe you are, or know of, this individual, please contact: Estate of Johann Olaf Baumgartner, c/o #1-105 Rainbow Road, Salt Spring Island, BC V8K 2V5. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9168,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 19, Number 1, September 2006 Homelessness Awareness Week 2006: October 16—22 Together we can solve it by Catherine Evans Homelessness is a growing tragedy in BC. The visible homeless are becoming more visible and showing up in a broader range of communities and neighbourhoods. The number of invisible homeless is also growing. The invisible homeless include families staying with relatives, teenagers sleeping on friends’ sofas, and people living in their cars. An even greater number of individuals and families are at serious risk of becoming homeless. In response to the urgent need to address the needs of people who are homeless, and to bring attention to the promising ways that communities have found to end homelessness, volunteer groups and social service agencies in dozens of municipalities throughout North America have organized "Homelessness Awareness Weeks" and "Homeless Connect Days." Last year in BC alone, there were Homelessness Awareness Weeks in Nelson, Kelowna, Nanaimo, and Victoria. This year, from October 16 to 22 there will be Homelessness Awareness Weeks in Nelson, Nanaimo, Kelowna, Prince George, Kamloops, Whitehorse and in approximately 10 of the Greater Vancouver communities. Victoria and Port Alberni started the year off with Homelessness Awareness Weeks in early February. These weeks increase understanding of homelessness—how it happens and what can be done about it—and they connect homeless people to services and programs that can provide assistance with some of their basic needs. This year in the Greater Vancouver region, Homelessness Awareness Week is focussing on health—the health of the individuals who are homeless and the health of the communities where they live. There will be a number of events spread throughout the region that will deal with some aspects of the health of people who are homeless, e.g., providing a foot care clinic because many people who are homeless develop conditions such as "street feet" from having chronically damp shoes and socks. Studies show that people who are homeless often become homeless as a result of a health condition or develop a health condition as a result of living without proper shelter and access to basic health care. The 2005 homeless count for the Greater Vancouver region, for example, found that 25% of the approximately 2,000 homeless people interviewed during the count identified a health condition as the principle reason they became homeless. More serious was the finding that of the people who are homeless, 39% reported having a current health condition, and a further 35% reported having more than one current health condition. The kind of health conditions identified were addictions 49%, medical conditions 35%, mental illness 23%, and physical disabilities 21%. For more information about the 2005 homeless count in the Greater Vancouver region, go to www.gvrd.bc.ca/homelessness. Apart from the human tragedy these figures represent, there is an enormous social and economic cost that accompanies homelessness. In some communities, business leaders have become involved in addressing homelessness because the presence of significant numbers of people who are homeless directly affects their ability to attract and keep employees. They have also learned that dealing with homelessness by providing housing is the most cost effective and socially beneficial way to deal with the issue. Homelessness is expensive in ways that are not always obvious—from doubling the average cost of health care on an annual basis, to higher law enforcement costs. US researchers in particular have quantified the costs of homelessness and the results are surprising. In San Diego, researchers tracked 15 chronically homeless people over 18 months and discovered that more than $3 million was spent providing this group with emergency response, health, and other services. The sad thing was that at the end of the day, all of these people were still homeless. More effective in every way and much more affordable would be the provision of supportive housing. Action is needed in BC to bring about an end to homelessness in our communities. During Homelessness Awareness Week teachers have an opportunity to talk to young people about homelessness and how to solve the problem. Information and resources are available on the following web sites: Greater Vancouver Region: stophomelessness.ca and Kelowna: aware.phat-co.ca. Catherine Evans is a co-ordinator of the 2006 Greater Vancouver Homelessness Awareness Week sponsored by the Regional Steering Committee on Homelessness. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/SocialJustice.aspx?id=15462,Reflections on Changes in Cuba - February 2008  	BCTF Social Justice  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources   For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Social Justice > Programs and Workshops > International Solidarity Reflections on Changes in Cuba— February 2008 By Larry Kuehn, Director, Research and Technology, BC Teachers’ Federation I was not surprised when Fidel announced he would not be serving as president again when the new National Assembly was to elect the president for the next five years.  The signs of change were obvious when three of us from the BCTF were in Cuba in early February for the Congress of the teachers’ union (SNTECD). The Congress of the union occurs every five years.  We knew that a change was taking place in the leadership.  Luis Abreau, who had been general secretary for the past twenty years, had already left office a few months ago and been replaced on an interim basis by Ismael Drullet Perez.  Luis had gone to head up a project in one of the states of Mexico.  He is running a Cuban-style literacy crusade to teach adults to read and write, with teachers going out in the evenings as literacy volunteers.  The former international secretary, Margarita Rodriguez, had also gone to work in the project. We accepted the invitation to the Congress because we wanted to meet the new officers and ensure that they knew we wanted to continue the second-language pedagogy in-service program that we have been a partner in for most of the last decade.  We felt that taking up their invitation to the Congress, especially with the BCTF president taking part, was important if the new leadership was to know that we value the project highly. We hadn’t realized, though, just how much of a change was taking place in the leadership.  In fact, of the seven members of the secretariat, six had not previously been in office.  This is the group that work full time as officers of the union.  All of them are young—born since the 1959 revolution.  Six of the seven are Afro-Cuban, whose grandparents were probably marginalized in society, certainly not in leadership positions in what must be the largest union in Cuba.  Of the new full executive, 10 of 13 are women.  The union members are not just teachers, but also all education officials, right up to the minister (who was a part of the social events as well as the meetings).  It also includes those involved in sports, such as coaches. Clearly a policy decision had been made to bring a new generation into the leadership of the union.  It did seem, as well, to be part of a broader transition.  Luis Abreau not only left the leadership of the union, but he also was not on the list for election to the National Assembly, where he had served for some time as well. Fidel leaving the post of president seems to be part of a general transition taking place in the country.  It is a transition that I don’t expect will lead to the collapse or uprising that George Bush has called for.  That is not, of course, to say that there are not many problems or that they are not reflected in the education system.  The delegates at the Congress talked about a lot of issues that concern them.  Cuba has an incredible commitment to education.  It spends 18% of its gross domestic product on education—well over twice what any other country, rich or poor, spends.  In Canada, for example, we spend about 6%.  The maximum class size is 20.  But we did hear about the problems that teachers perceive, even with those conditions.  Unions in a Marxist state have a different function than in a capitalist system.  It is a “transmission belt” that carries the messages of the state and party to the members.  But it also can carry the messages the other way, as well, as we saw in the Congress.  And some of those messages have similarities to those one hears at a teacher union meeting in Canada. The initial framing of the message of the Congress was in a report read by the new secretary general.  Following quotes from Fidel and Raul, it was a report on the previous five-year plan, with reductions in class size being a major element.  It then outlined the program for the next five-year period, when there would be a new Congress.  Then the floor was open to speakers from among the 600 or so teachers from around the country.  Every seat in the conference centre had a microphone and individuals were called on by the secretary general.  The people being called on were clearly on a list that he had and most didn’t make long speeches, although there was no apparent pressure to cut them off or to have a timer. My notes from listening to the translation show that the first speakers made statements of loyalty to the revolution.  A woman who identified herself as from the Island of Youth addressed her message to the chief—if continuation of the revolution depends on blood, you can count on my blood, she said. The messages soon shifted, however, to practical matters of teachers and classrooms.  The secretary general from Havana province complained that the new collective agreement was not being recognized and followed by administrators.  As a union, he said, we have an obligation to demand that the collective agreement is a living document that shapes our work.  There would be a better sense of belonging by teachers if the collective agreement was a living document. A number of speakers talked about the need to “close the exit door of people leaving the profession.”  Not enough young people want to be teachers and the role of the union has to be strong to create more attractive conditions. One of the members from the sports organization said that “we have to make ideology conform to reality.”  An element of this reality was that teachers in areas other than sports make more money.  “It is hard to live on this,” he said, “and we have to get better conditions.”  He talked about the fact that athletes in other countries get economic advantages, but closed by pointing out that of athletes who had performed internationally, four had stayed away, but 600 had returned.  To heavy applause, he said “they will regret always the choice they have made.”  I think he meant the four. Membership in the union is not compulsory and fees are not deducted from pay, but must be collected by a union representative in the school.  One of the speakers said that affiliation is central and this has to be seen as key work for the union.  But when the union is too far from the workers, she said, people lose confidence in the union and see it just as the collection of fees. A representative from Pinar del Rio continued the theme that the union had to focus on issues of concern to teachers and then they would be more willing to pay dues.  Another complained that preparation for union meetings was not adequate.  Another said the executive of the union needs to be more focused on local teachers and not just have a national and global focus. A member from Santiago said that the union should represent the grass roots to the top.  There should be analysis of the situation at the local level—and the union should identify solutions.  He also described what he called a “cultural revolution,” by which he meant that the expectation of students is now that they are taught four times as much as was formerly the case and consequently an intensification of the work of teachers. A delegate from Pinar de Rio pointed out that the 19th Congress of the Communist Party had endorsed both moral and monetary incentives.  This had taken place last July, but nothing had happened yet on monetary incentives.  Another said that bureaucratic procedures get in the way of the incentives.  He said he understood the financial difficulties of the country, but there need to be incentives.  He gave as an example of what was needed, being able to take his children on a holiday.  A common theme was that incentives have to be addressed if the country is to keep teachers in the profession.  Unsaid was the reality that many teachers, particularly those who speak English, had abandoned teaching for work in the tourist industry because one might earn in a day what one would get for a month of teaching. The term “emulation” was used a number of times in the discussion of incentives.  When I asked our translator what that meant, he explained that it is “friendly competition among workers and departments for which they get incentives.”   However, the incentives are usually in recognition, not material. After more than two hours and some thirty speakers, the general secretary stopped recognizing more speakers.  He acknowledged hearing a lot of problems and said that it is the union’s work to attack these issues. Lots of criticism was expressed by delegates, but framed within the values and ideals of the revolution.  The Cuban system has been very centralized and one of the themes both from the floor and the podium was a call for more activity at the local level.  Much of the external media reporting of the leadership of Raul Castro indicates a less central direction of the economy and society, a message that was heard at this Congress of the SNTECD. Many of the issues raised at the Congress could be on the agenda of most any teacher union meeting in Canada—concerns about pay, image of the profession, collective agreements not being followed by administrators, attracting and retaining teachers. However, there are two exceptions.  We seldom talk explicitly about the role of teachers in maintaining the existing social/political system.  Helping to maintain the existing system is a result of much that we do in classrooms and schools, but unconsciously and without speaking about it explicitly.  Cuban teachers, in contrast, are very aware of and explicit about the significant role that education is expected to play and in fact plays in maintaining the Cuban social/political system. Another difference is that not once did the issue of class size get raised from the floor.  It is an issue in all our meetings.  Amongst the Cubans, the only mention came from the initial comments of the secretary general when he gave the report on developments since the last Congress.   Maximum class sizes had been set at 20, as mentioned above.  No wonder it isn’t an issue in Cuba. About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Touring a natural gas drilling rig with @MLA Mike Bernier, and Brian from EnCana http://t.co/AifdJ4H07b" @Teresa_Wat - 06:01pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141006,globalnews.ca,http://globalnews.ca/news/1600040/photos-northern-manitoba-plunged-into-winter-with-major-snowfall/,PHOTOS: Northern Manitoba plunged into winter with major snowfall - Winnipeg | Globalnews.ca Your Region: National BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg On TV: News Hour Sections National National sections Locals Local sections Watch Watch sections Search Canada Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released Sections Health Money Consumer Tech Entertainment Environment Science Lifestyle Sports Featured Canada World Politics Investigations Canada Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released Your Region National Change BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Health Money Consumer Tech Entertainment Environment Science Lifestyle Sports Jump to a Region National BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Man trying to reach Bermuda in inflatable bubble rescued by Coast Guard Schedule NowNews Hour 6:30pmGlobal National More Programs Global National The West Block 16x9 The Morning Show More Personalities Dawna Friesen Carolyn Jarvis Liza Fromer Tom Clark More News Major snowfall covers N. Manitoba Entertainment ‘Gone Girl’ wins weekend box office News Journalist with Ebola arrives at US hospital Canada Quebecor sells off Sun newspaper chain News Crowdfunded bus debuts in Toronto Entertainment Depardieu reveals past as escort, thief Canada MPs debate motion for airstrikes in Iraq Sports NBA extends television deals for 9 years Trending Maple Syrup Heist Hong Kong protests Iraq crisis Luka Magnotta Ebola outbreak enterovirus D68 Ukraine Retail Wars Manitoba weather October 6, 2014 11:53 am PHOTOS: Northern Manitoba plunged into winter with major snowfall By Lara Schroeder  Global News ; Submitted by Jaw Di Flett / Facebook What is this? Sponsored content is written by Global News' editorial staff without any editorial influence by the sponsor. If you'd like to learn more... What is this ? X What is this? Sponsored content is written by Global News' without any editorial influence by the sponsor. If you'd like to learn more... WINNIPEG – A wet, cold fall day greeted southern Manitobans Monday morning, but at least they didn’t wake up to the 25 centimetres of snow that fell on Gillam over the weekend. Northern Manitoba had its first significant snowfall of the season on the weekend, with Gillam getting the worst of it. A snowfall warning continues for Brochet, Tadoule Lake, Lynn Lake, Leaf Rapids and Pukatawagan on Monday morning. Total snowfall of 15 to 25 centimetres was forecast by Environment Canada.   Highway 304 is snow-covered between Wallace Lake and Bissett, Man., after an early October storm.Submitted by Sandy Matuszewski Winter / Facebook Looks like there won’t be a lot more ATV riding after Thompson, Man., had its first major snowfall of the season.Submitted by Crystal Zdebiak / Facebook The roads were treacherous after snow fell on St. Theresa Point, Man., on Sunday. More snow fell overnight.Submitted by Jaw Di Flett / Facebook Thompson, Man., is waking up to a winter wonderland on Monday.Submitted by Christ Defoort / Facebook Any outdoor picnics in Flin Flon, Man., will be snowy this morning.Submitted by Jen Hughes Meikle / Facebook Island Lake children will be playing in the snow rather than shooting hoops after this playground was buried on the weekend.Submitted by Megan Elizabeth / Facebook Snow blankets Norway House, Man., on Monday morning.Walter Gunn Sr. / Facebook Gillam, Man., residents have some shovelling to do as they head out Monday morning.Submitted by Mary-Ellen Smith / Facebook The kids will be sharing their trampoline with a white blanket after Gillam, Man., was hit with 25 centimetres of snow.Submitted by Mary-Ellen Smith / Facebook Tadoule Lake, Man., was also hit by snow over the weekend.Submitted by Monica Hart / Facebook Environment Canada snowfall warnings for Island Lake, Oxford House and Gods Lake ended shortly after 10:30 a.m. Snowfall warnings for Gillam, Thompson, Nelson House and Split Lake ended at 4:40 a.m. Weekend snowfall amounts for northern Manitoba communities reported by Environment Canada were: Gillam – 25 centimetres Thompson – 15 cm Island Lake – 10 cm Tadoule Lake – 10 cm Lynn Lake – 5 cm, with 5-10 cm forecast for Monday. The forecast for Winnipeg on Monday morning included a 30 per cent chance of showers in the morning, a few showers beginning near noon and a high of 8 C. © Shaw Media, 2014 Report an error Manitoba weather snow Lara Schroeder Web Producer Lara Schroeder is a newspaper and online journalist who has been the web producer for Global Winnipeg since January 2013. More Stories News Calgary’s first snowfall of the year on its way First snowfall of the year for parts of Manitoba Calgary’s summer snowfall breaks branches, downs power lines September heat wave breaks records in Manitoba communities Snow and frost forecast in Saskatchewan Comments Popular Now How does Ebola spread? 5 things you need to know 17958 Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released 9957 Accused Madeleine McCann Twitter troll found dead 9216 Ebola: 5 reasons why an outbreak is highly unlikely in Canada 5718 UPDATE: What’s the best, cheapest Canadian cellphone plan out there? 5633 Featured Content Canada Ebola: 5 reasons why an outbreak is highly unlikely in Canada What are the chances of an Ebola outbreak taking off in Canada? It isn’t likely, according to experts. And here are a number of reasons why. Continue reading → Environment Are we in the midst of a mass extinction? There have been 5 mass extinctions — the loss of 75 per cent or more of the world’s species — in Earth’s history. Scientists now believe that we are at the early stages of the sixth. Continue reading → Health Lab-grown penises may soon be ‘ready for testing’ on humans Researchers in North Carolina say penises grown in laboratories could “soon be ready for human testing,” offering hope for men who have had traumatic injuries or penile cancer. Continue reading → Canada Meet Rachel Parent — the teen fighting for GMO labelling in Canada Rachel Parent is a 15-year-old activist. Her goal: mandatory labelling in Canada of all genetically modified organisms, or GMOs that are found as ingredients in food. Continue reading → Canada Abandoned puppies on the mend Twenty hungry, cold and flea-infested puppies found in a Saskatchewan field are now being nursed back to health at Battleford’s Humane Society. Continue reading → Science Everything you need to know about Wednesday’s lunar eclipse On Oct. 8, Canada will be treated to its second lunar eclipse of the year. Find out what you can expect. Continue reading → Canada Can homegrown food win the climate change war? Wondering what’s the single most effective way to combat climate change? Plant a garden. Continue reading → Canada 16×9: An investigation into illegal lumber Timber thieves are stealing wood from the Russian Far East, processing it in China and then shipping it to North America, a 16×9 investigation has found. Continue reading → Highlights Hounds of Parliament: As commuting cyclist and budget watchdog, Frechette must make his presence known Frechette draws a line distinguishing his personality as a cyclist and as the parliamentary budget officer. But surely there’s a parallel between the assertive man he is on a bike and in the role of PBO? Continue reading → Email alerts Sign up for FREE daily Globalnews.ca newsletters and breaking news alerts Email Address National Daily News National Breaking News By clicking on the submit button, I have read, understood and agreed to our privacy policy Twitter Follow globalnews 5 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews USA Swimming suspends #MichaelPhelps for 6 months glbn.ca/ClLU9 pic.twitter.com/nqC3dQ3NhL 5 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews Hillary Clinton: military action against ISIS “critical” and “essential” globalnews.ca/news/1600343/w… #cdnpoli 17 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews Boy left in car during church choir practice dies glbn.ca/ClKBB Jump to a Region BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Connect Facebook Twitter Google+ RSS Contact Us Global News About Us Privacy Policy Principles & Practices Terms & Conditions Copyright Shaw Media Advertise Open Data © Shaw Media Inc., 2014. All rights reserved. Follow Follow “Global News” Get every new post delivered to your Inbox. Join 3,820 other followers Powered by WordPress.com Shaw Connect Expand News Entertainment Entertainment Home Celebs Movies TV Music Living Lifestyle Food Home & Living Sports Money Tech Travel Breaktime Autos Watch TV Online All Sites Global Global News Food Network HGTV History Television Showcase Slice DTOUR ET Canada National Geographic Movietime Lifetime H2 DIY Action NG Wild Mystery IFC BBC Deja Vu Twist)
(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/FassbenderMLA?lang=de,Peter Fassbender (@FassbenderMLA) | Twitter Twitter Suchanfrage Twitter durchsuchen Gespeicherte Suchanfragen Entfernen Verifizierter Account @ Vorgeschlagene Nutzer Verifizierter Account @ Verifizierter Account @ Sprache: Deutsch Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Hast du einen Account? Anmelden Neu bei Twitter? Registriere Dich noch heute! » Anmelden Telefon, E-Mail oder Nutzername Passwort Anmelden Angemeldet bleiben Passwort vergessen? Benutzt Du Twitter bereits via SMS? Peter Fassbender Verifizierter Account @FassbenderMLA Tweets 1.463 Fotos/Videos 157 Folge ich 684 Follower 3.972 Favoriten 38   Mehr Favoriten Listen @FassbenderMLA nicht mehr stumm schalten @FassbenderMLA stumm schalten Folgen Folge ich Entfolgen Geblockt Entblocken Ausstehend Abbrechen Peter FassbenderVerifizierter Account @FassbenderMLA Proud MLA for the people of #SurreyFleetwood in beautiful #BritishColumbia, Minister of #Education, BC Government Surrey-Fleetwood, BC peterfassbendermla.ca 157 Fotos und Videos Tweets Tweets Tweets & Antworten Peter Fassbender retweetete Anita Huberman @anitahuberman  ·  2. Okt. Looking forward to tonight's Kick-off for Manufacturing month in Surrey. 6-8pm at Sheraton. @SBofT Antworten 0 Antworten Retweeten Retweetet 2 Retweets 2 Favorisieren Favorisiert 0 Favoriten Mehr Tweet einbetten Peter Fassbender retweetete BC Finance Committee @BCFinanceComm  ·  23. Sep. What are your priorities for Budget 2015? You can make a submission to the Finance Committee at: #bcpoli http://ow.ly/BH95W  Antworten 0 Antworten Retweeten Retweetet 4 Retweets 4 Favorisieren Favorisiert 0 Favoriten Mehr Tweet einbetten Peter Fassbender retweetete Naomi Yamamoto @naomiyamamoto  ·  25. Sep. @CityofSurrey wins Open for Business Award! @SBofT @FassbenderMLA @marvinhunt4bc @amrikvirkbc @MLACadieux #smallbiz pic.twitter.com/rsw9M78spx Mehr Fotos und Videos anzeigen Antworten 0 Antworten Retweeten Retweetet 8 Retweets 8 Favorisieren Favorisiert 3 Favoriten 3 Mehr Tweet einbetten Peter Fassbender retweetete Jane Thornthwaite @jthornthwaite  ·  24. Sep. Improve literacy by supporting the @VancouverSun #RaiseAReader Campaign #northvan @FassbenderMLA @bcedplan http://www.vancouversun.com/news/raise-a-reader/index.html?__federated=1 … Antworten 0 Antworten Retweeten Retweetet 3 Retweets 3 Favorisieren Favorisiert 0 Favoriten Mehr Tweet einbetten Peter Fassbender @FassbenderMLA  ·  23. Sep. #LNGinBC = 100,000 jobs 4 #BC. #findyourfit helps #BC youth explore skills training opps. http://ow.ly/AS4Ca  #surreybc Antworten 0 Antworten Retweeten Retweetet 4 Retweets 4 Favorisieren Favorisiert 0 Favoriten Mehr Tweet einbetten Peter Fassbender retweetete Amrik Virk @amrikvirkbc  ·  20. Sep. Beautiful morning at City Hall celebrating PICS #smallbiz expo. pic.twitter.com/HXJsertIjf Marvin Hunt, Peter Fassbender und Richard T Lee Mehr Fotos und Videos anzeigen Antworten 0 Antworten Retweeten Retweetet 3 Retweets 3 Favorisieren Favorisiert 4 Favoriten 4 Mehr Tweet einbetten Peter Fassbender @FassbenderMLA  ·  4. Sep. BCTF confirms same gap as BCPSEA: well over $300 m per year. Nowhere near affordability zone of other union agreements. #bced #bcpoli Antworten 0 Antworten Retweeten Retweetet 20 Retweets 20 Favorisieren Favorisiert 10 Favoriten 10 Mehr Tweet einbetten Peter Fassbender @FassbenderMLA  ·  4. Sep. The math: 547,985 students (559k less 11k intnl students) x $3 a day x 193 days (187 instructional & 6 ProD) = $317m per year! = BIG GAP Antworten 0 Antworten Retweeten Retweetet 28 Retweets 28 Favorisieren Favorisiert 12 Favoriten 12 Mehr Tweet einbetten Peter Fassbender @FassbenderMLA  ·  4. Sep. (1) BCTF says financial gap is small: $3 per student per day. But let’s do the math. #bced #bcpoli Antworten 0 Antworten Retweeten Retweetet 16 Retweets 16 Favorisieren Favorisiert 9 Favoriten 9 Mehr Tweet einbetten Peter Fassbender retweetete Amrik Virk @amrikvirkbc  ·  26. Juli @FassbenderMLA, there's something on shirt! @HoneybeeCentre pic.twitter.com/3zSFNZGBMT Mehr Fotos und Videos anzeigen Antworten 0 Antworten Retweeten Retweetet 9 Retweets 9 Favorisieren Favorisiert 10 Favoriten 10 Mehr Tweet einbetten Peter Fassbender retweetete Amrik Virk @amrikvirkbc  ·  26. Juli Just hanging with several thousand baby bees @FassbenderMLA @HoneybeeCentre pic.twitter.com/yJ9w637Fcr Mehr Fotos und Videos anzeigen Antworten 0 Antworten Retweeten Retweetet 4 Retweets 4 Favorisieren Favorisiert 3 Favoriten 3 Mehr Tweet einbetten Peter Fassbender retweetete Tourism Surrey @TourismSurrey  ·  25. Juli Tomorrow, be sure to check out the Honeybee Festival by Fraser Hwy & Hwy 15! It'll be a buzzing good time! #FoodWithThought... Antworten 0 Antworten Retweeten Retweetet 1 Retweet 1 Favorisieren Favorisiert 1 Favorit 1 Mehr Tweet einbetten Peter Fassbender retweetete The Now Newspaper @TheNowNewspaper  ·  24. Juli What will you "bee" doing this weekend? #Cloverdale's Honeybee Centre is hosting a free weekend-long festival #Surrey http://ow.ly/zycc5  Kurzfassung anzeigen Antworten 0 Antworten Retweeten Retweetet 2 Retweets 2 Favorisieren Favorisiert 0 Favoriten Mehr Tweet einbetten Peter Fassbender retweetete BC Liberal Caucus @BCLiberalCaucus  ·  3. Juni Don't miss #SurreyBC - Fleetwood MLA & Education Minister @FassbenderMLA on #ShawTV's Constituency Report! 2pm, channel 4. #bcpoli Antworten 0 Antworten Retweeten Retweetet 2 Retweets 2 Favorisieren Favorisiert 0 Favoriten Mehr Tweet einbetten Peter Fassbender retweetete BC Liberal Caucus @BCLiberalCaucus  ·  2. Juni Constituency Report w/ #SurreyBC - Fleetwood's @FassbenderMLA is on #ShawTV 4 at 530pm! He talks #bced, #Vaisakhi, @CloverdaleRodeo & more! Antworten 0 Antworten Retweeten Retweetet 1 Retweet 1 Favorisieren Favorisiert 1 Favorit 1 Mehr Tweet einbetten Richmond, Britisch Kolumbien Peter Fassbender retweetete Paige MacFarlane @edupaige  ·  30. Mai . @FassbenderMLA at the podium #bccpac2014 talking about the pace of change in education @bcedplan pic.twitter.com/H4t7VkvDSW Mehr Fotos und Videos anzeigen Antworten 0 Antworten Retweeten Retweetet 3 Retweets 3 Favorisieren Favorisiert 1 Favorit 1 Mehr Tweet einbetten Richmond, Britisch Kolumbien Peter Fassbender retweetete Paige MacFarlane @edupaige  ·  30. Mai . @FassbenderMLA addressing crowd at #bccpac2014 - shining light on the work of @jthornthwaite as Parliamentary Sec for parent engagement Antworten 0 Antworten Retweeten Retweetet 2 Retweets 2 Favorisieren Favorisiert 1 Favorit 1 Mehr Tweet einbetten Peter Fassbender retweetete Jane Thornthwaite @jthornthwaite  ·  30. Mai Pres @TerryBerting welcoming delegates @BCCPAC convention @FassbenderMLA @edupaige #bced pic.twitter.com/yylbALUOzW Mehr Fotos und Videos anzeigen Antworten 0 Antworten Retweeten Retweetet 2 Retweets 2 Favorisieren Favorisiert 0 Favoriten Mehr Tweet einbetten Peter Fassbender @FassbenderMLA  ·  27. Mai Average class sizes in British Columbia - Kindergarten - 19.3 students, Gr. 1-3 - 21.5, Gr. 4-7 - 25.7, Gr. 8-12 - 23.0 #bced Antworten 0 Antworten Retweeten Retweetet 15 Retweets 15 Favorisieren Favorisiert 2 Favoriten 2 Mehr Tweet einbetten Peter Fassbender @FassbenderMLA  ·  26. Mai Here is some information for parents about @BCTF strike action in our schools: http://www.newsroom.gov.bc.ca/downloads/Information_for_Parents_on_BCTF_Strike.pdf … Antworten 0 Antworten Retweeten Retweetet 4 Retweets 4 Favorisieren Favorisiert 2 Favoriten 2 Mehr Tweet einbetten Twitter könnte überlastet sein oder ein vorübergehendes Problem haben. Erneut versuchen Besuche Twitter Status für weitere Informationen. Schließen Peter Fassbender folgt jetzt Verpasse keine Neuigkeiten von Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood, BC · Ändern © 2014 Twitter Über uns Hilfe Werbung Info Schließen Trends Trends, speziell für Dich. Mit Trends kommst Du den Themen, die Dir wichtig sind, auf ganz besondere Weise näher. Sie werden speziell für Dich erstellt, basierend auf Deinem Standort und den Personen, denen Du folgst. Ändern Behalte maßgeschneiderte Trends Erhalte weltweite Trends Fertig Verwerfen Schließen Vorherige Weiter Schließen Vollständiges Profil ansehen Gespeicherte Suchanfragen Entfernen Verifizierter Account @ Vorgeschlagene Nutzer Verifizierter Account @ Verifizierter Account @ Schließen Retweet an Deine Follower senden? Abbrechen Retweeten Schließen Bist Du sicher, dass Du diesen Tweet löschen möchtest? Abbrechen Löschen Schließen Blockieren Abbrechen Blockieren Füge einen Standort zu Deinen Tweets hinzu Twitter speichert Deine Standortangaben. Du kannst die Standortangabe vor jedem Tweet ein- oder ausschalten und Du hast jederzeit die Möglichkeit, Standortangaben nachträglich zu löschen. Mehr erfahren Standortangabe einschalten Nicht jetzt! Standort ausschalten Schließen Kurzprofil Schließen Deine Listen Schließen Neue Liste anlegen Name der Liste Beschreibung Weniger als 100 Zeichen, optional Liste: Privatsphäre Öffentlich · Jeder kann dieser Liste folgen Privat · Nur Du hast Zugriff auf diese Liste Liste speichern Schließen Schließen Diesen Tweet integrieren Füge diesen Tweet zu Deiner Website hinzu, indem Du den untenstehenden Code einfügst. Erfahre mehr Hmm, es gab ein Problem, den Server zu erreichen. Erneut versuchen? Vorherigen Tweet einfügen Medien beifügen Vorschau Schließen Registriere Dich bei Twitter! Noch nicht bei Twitter? Melde Dich an, wirf einen Blick auf Dinge, die Dich interessieren und bleibe stets auf dem Laufenden. Hast du einen Account? Anmelden » Schließen Zweiwege-Kurz-Codes (zum Senden und Empfangen) Land Code Für Kunden von Vereinigte Staaten 40404 (beliebig) Kanada 21212 (beliebig) Großbritannien 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brasilien 40404 Nextel, TIM Haiti 40404 Digicel, Voila Irland 51210 Vodafone, O2 Indien 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Indonesien 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italien 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » Zeige SMS-Kurzwahlen für andere Länder Schließen Bestätigung)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=23292,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 23, Number 7, May/June 2011 Cirque Surrey By Jude Campbell A clown in a crinoline shouts from the door, “Ms. Brazzill wants everyone on stage. Now.” The 35 performers interrupt their excited banter. They thread their way through the cluttered green room, piled high with stilts and hoops, costumes, and makeup mirrors. Cirque Surrey disappears to rehearse. Cirque Surrey is a new youth circus troupe, the product of a mentorship program begun this past fall. The initiative is the result of an inspired collaboration between Marnie Perrin, artistic director of the Surrey Children’s Festival and Laurie Brazzill, Kwantlen Park Secondary School’s drama specialist. The seed of the project was sown during Marnie Perrin’s experience growing up in Surrey. As a youngster she found her sport and academic interests supported but found few opportunities to develop arts interests. To find arts education for herself she had to head to Vancouver, where she trained as an actor and professional stilt walker. She wanted to see that change. As current artistic director of the Surrey festival, Perrin envisions offering a continuum of experiences encouraging students’ artistic and leadership development. At the site, they can first attend professional shows as elementary students and participate in arts activities. Later, many continue exposure to performances through volunteering, mentored by professionals. Still later, some develop artistically and come back as performers. Laurie Brazzill, a former colleague of Perrin’s, runs an ambitious after-school theatre program at Kwantlen Park Secondary School. Students audition for places and are a dedicated, professional bunch. Theatre Company was committed to a heavy schedule for the year and had enlisted Perrin’s professional expertise to construct stilts for characters in their first play. All this changed in November, when Perrin called the school to say she’d received funding to support training students in circus skills. The timeline was very tight. Training would have to begin immediately, with two sessions each week and an expectation that students practise skills at home. Their first public performance would be at the City of Surrey’s Winterfest event in February. “Would your students like to do it?” she asked Brazzill. Brazzill jumped at the opportunity and her kids ate it up, pledging total commitment. Skills sessions with professionals began immediately. With Simon Jukes, a juggler and stilt-walker, an intense work rhythm was established. First came juggling, then plate spinning and diablos (Chinese yoyos). Mike Battie and David C. Jones joined Jukes and Brazzill and work proceeded on improv skills and individual character development. The process moved swiftly. “With only three weeks to go,” said Brazzill, “the kids were getting revved up about Winterfest. It was time to construct stilts.” One performer recalled this period, “We went into the wood shop and just started. We had our own little production line. All I remember is a lot of woodcutting, gluing, tons of padding and duct tape, some bicycle tire, and a pile of drilling and hard labour.” The work paid off. With only two weeks to go performers were finally up on stilts and doing well. Even the “artsy” students, some of whom had never shown any interest in sports, demonstrated a newfound sense of athleticism and physical confidence. Allison Roy, a costume and character designer, came on board next and helped students shape ideas for their developing characters. One morning she marched 30 students to the local Value Village where they trolled the aisles for costume treasures. Considerable nipping, tucking, and chopping later, the troupe looked sharp and performance ready. Winterfest afternoon arrived, icy and snowing, but Cirque Surrey’s first performance went ahead to an estimated crowd of 6,000 people. “We were wearing about seven layers,” said one performer. “It didn’t look like it but we were.” Students were amazed by the response from the public. “It was really fun meeting little kids as a character. They really thought I was a clown. It was cool because all the parents would take pictures and you could look online and see yourself, ’ said one. Another performer was wowed by how willing kids were to interact and try things. “They’d look at us with fascinated eyes and when we asked if they wanted to try they’d come running up to us,” she recounted. “Winterfest, went off like hotcakes,” said Brazzill. “The kids were totally jazzed. It’s exciting performing with an audience that’s so close. You gain tremendous confidence and instant appreciation, especially with children. You come off on a real high. There’s also a lot of pride for students in being Surrey’s representatives as a youth circus.” Brazzill went further, “This program has had enormous benefits for our school and the community. We are an inner-city school. A great number of our students couldn’t afford to do this outside. The fact that the kids are involved and committed; it’s a good fit. Students do things here that are far healthier than other things that might happen out on the street. It’s also fine to offer them additional skills they can use when they leave school.” Asked for her thoughts on the group, Perrin related how impressed she was by the diversity of the group. “They ranged from the stunningly beautiful, fashionable kids to the tall and gangly, some well-spoken and others shy, hailing from many ethnic backgrounds. It was wonderful to see them come alive at Winterfest to create work together.” “I see great potential for this group,” she continued. “The buzz is out there in the community. They’ve already been asked to perform at other events. Those students who excelled in the program this year will be approached by the City of Surrey and invited to perform as junior professionals at future events. Next year we plan to find a home at an arts centre and open the troupe up to all students in the city. Some of the current troupe will come back as junior instructors.” Students I spoke to were unflinching in their enthusiasm for the program. “It’s really exciting,“ said one. “Being up on stilts is so cool. It’s not something you get to do everyday, learn to spin plates or juggle. You slowly become ambidextrous and our juggling teacher tells us it makes you smarter.” One Grade 12 student said it would tear her heart to leave behind the first material that she developed on her own, and seeing those kids’ faces, the lighting up of the eyes, the smiles. “The best thing we are going to get out of here are the memories. It’s a once in a lifetime chance.” Asked if they’d take part if they could next year, one young man summed up the general response, “If I have the opportunity to do it again, I’m 99.9% sure I would.” As Teacher goes to press the troupe is looking forward to performing over three days at the Surrey Children’s Festival from May 26–28. They’ll work with their teacher, Simon Jukes, teaching juggling and stilt-walking to students attending the festival and will join professional performers roving on site. For now it’s back to the dressing room to prepare. The youth skills mentorship program is made possible by a partnership with the Arts Council of Surrey, the Surrey Children’s Festival and Winterfest, with a grant received through the BC Spirit Festivals. They are currently seeking funding to make Cirque Surrey a sustainable program. Jude Campbell is a Surrey retired teacher. For more information, contact Marnie Perrin at LPerrin@surrey.ca. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2011/01/bcpsea-wrong-people-to-bargain-with.html?showComment0751297199282569,Staffroom Confidential: BCPSEA - the wrong people to bargain with teachers Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Sunday, January 30, 2011 BCPSEA - the wrong people to bargain with teachers The BC Public School Employer's Association is not popular with teachers. It was imposed as a provincial bargaining agent in the mid-90's and teachers were denied their right to bargain locally, directly with their school Trustees. BCPSEA has failed to negotiate agreements in every round of bargaining except 2006, when a government signing bonus was on the table. Government intervention has been used in every other case. BCPSEA is not an organization of educators. It's employees are bureaucrats with very large salaries who typically have degrees in HR or business. These are the people that are entrusted with negotiating with teachers to reach the best collective agreements to serve Boards of Education who deliver educational programs in schools. It just doesn't make sense. And it is galling to read one of the first "tweets" from BCPSEA announcing their entrance to the twittersphere: "Spread the word in your District. BCPSEA updates now on Twitter. The first and most accurate factual information on education issues." Perhaps if you go to your lawyer or banker to seek information and expertise on educational issues, you might equally trust BCPSEA. I personally would ask an educator. Local teacher associations around the province are frustrated with the impact BCPSEA has had on relations with their local school Boards. Every time we try to work with Boards to modify our collective agreements where a provision clearly isn't working for either party, BCPSEA interferes. This has hampered our ability to discuss standardized testing, class size and composition, the school year, to name just a few issues. These issues are critical to students and families, and their interests should not be represented by unaccountable bureaucrats. BCPSEA is accountable to almost no one. Yes, they are directed by a Council elected by representatives of school Trustees. But that is a far cry from the type of accountability that locally elected Trustees have. We used to negotiate directly with these locally elected Trustees. If a Board did something unpopular in the community, the Trustees would know come the next election. In contrast, BCPSEA employees never answer to the public. A parent can phone their Trustee. They would have trouble getting in touch with their BCPSEA representative and they would have even more trouble having them listen and act on their concern. It is interesting that the one small piece of accountability there is - the election of the Chair by Trustee reps - actually got exercised this weekend. In a suprise "upset" (as Janet Steffenhagen called it), former Chair Ron Christensen was ousted and replaced by Mel Joy at last weekend's BCPSEA Annual General Meeting. I hope this was a response to the decades long failure of BCPSEA to act in a way that assists and improves Boards' ability to deliver quality education. Teachers are hoping this round to bargain a whole lot more with our local Boards. We believe that sensible solutions to local issues that will serve the local community are best made by those who live and work there and understand the needs. They are best developed by those directly elected by the parents and citizens in that community. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 8:47 AM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 17 comments: TobeyJanuary 30, 2011 at 9:30 AM Beautiful! Glad to see the BCPSEA problematized! They definitely do *not* represent the interests of the public, the values of professional educationists, or the needs of students. The class and power dynamics here are critical; but, sadly, many of us ignore or avoid the implications of stratified power. For instance, look at how de-fanged May Day has become - a holiday which commemorates the solidarity and legitimacy of labour militancy has come to be purveyed as a 'day for relaxation'. Discussions of class and power may not be in the interests of the elite, but for those of us in the trenches it's an absolute necessity. Cheers for highlighting this particular lack.ReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 30, 2011 at 8:45 PM Hi Tara, This is Silas White, elected trustee director at BCPSEA, also board chair on the Sunshine Coast. For both positions I feel very accountable to the public, part of which is trying to follow any concerns and feedback expressed online... But there are more similarities between my provincial and local roles, too. Locally and provincially, accountable trustees set direction for bargaining. But also both locally and provincially, boards delegate the actual daily work of bargaining and labour relations to professional staff. There is some local bargaining for teachers (we do a lot on the Sunshine Coast) and of course support staff, and in these cases again trustees may set direction but don't necessarily sit at the bargaining table. Boards typically have 0-2 trustees involved, and their roles are to liaison with the board and represent general board direction but not to do the legwork of bargaining. Just like BCPSEA, HR professionals and other hired staff do this. As far as "educators" go, I expect you're not suggesting that teachers should be bargaining with teachers, but rather that a superintendent or principal is often on a local team. Provincially, BCPSEA has a seconded superintendent on its team: Mike Roberts from Central Okanagan. Other BCPSEA staff including Hugh Finlayson and Jacquie Griffiths also used to work for school districts; if they still did under a local bargaining model, they'd be doing that work locally for trustees rather than provincially for trustees. Also, we all need to be realistic that the provincial government is a key player because it funds boards and also regulates both provincial and local bargaining, and numerous other aspects of education, with provincial legislation. So importantly, BCPSEA also has this representation at the table (though the majority is still trustees). As a trustee rep I feel my effectiveness at BCPSEA would be drastically reduced if we were left to merely speculate on government activity in relation to our discussions. Finally, the election yesterday was a positive response to Mel's candidacy rather than a negative response to Ron's. Ron has been instrumental and visionary in encouraging a younger generation of trustees, and evidently people felt it is time for this new leadership to step forward. It was bound to happen sometime, and such a generational shift will inevitably happen in other organizations, too. Maybe quite suddenly, like this was. But an election of a new chair simply cannot change BCPSEA's role, mandate and structure, which was set by the Clark government in 1994. BCPSEA does so happen to be the provincial bargaining agent to represent boards in teacher bargaining, which seems to be your main complaint about the organization... However, I do think if there is going to be a change we could all start by being a lot less adversarial. You mention the connection to parents, citizens, community and I can definitely confirm as someone elected by those people that their first wish in these matters is for both sides to cut down on the political rhetoric and work out some solutions for the best interests of our students and public education. Personally, I feel this can be accomplished at the provincial table, but I'm also open to a BCTF-BCPSEA discussion on the split of provincial/local matters. (I should also mention I appreciate your portrayal of boards in this posting much more than in your last posting.)ReplyDelete Jason ScottJanuary 30, 2011 at 10:34 PM Hi Tara, thanks for blogging. I like to hear your perspective, though personally I feel there are quite a few black-and-white statements in your posts. I'm a parent and a trustee (sd46-funnily enough same as SW above); but I'm also just a person who cares about education like you, and I assume you're open to questions since you're in the blogosphere. I'm curious about this statement that I've heard a few times lately: "BCPSEA has failed to negotiate agreements in every round of bargaining except 2006" Hasn't BCTF also failed to negotiate agreements in every round of bargaining except 2006? Only seems fair to mention that both sides failed to reach agreements. No? J ScottReplyDelete Tara EhrckeJanuary 31, 2011 at 8:12 AM Thanks for the thoughtful comments. A few responses. When we negotiate issues locally we talk to Superintendents, Associates and Principals. While we may have different viewpoints, we all share a common knowledge of life in schools. That is the piece missing when discussing issues with HR managers or lawyers or professional bargainers. It is fine to talk about salary with an HR manager, but when we discuss school based teams, or staff committees, it is essential I believe to have that common framework for discussion. You mention that Boards delegate bargaining to staff. That has not been the history in Victoria and I believe many districts. We always had Trustees (up to three at a time even!) sit directly on the district's local bargaining team. Yes the province is a player. That is why we believe the Province should provide a funding envelope for local Boards to use to bargain locally. This was the model adopted in Ontario and was very successful in allowing local Boards to allocate those resources in ways that made sense for the teachers and communities. Maybe in some Districts this will go to upgrade teacherages. Maybe in others to enhance funding for travel costs for professional development, for example. Trustees do direct BCPSEA, and if they thought BCPSEA was broken they could withhold their fees/participation. Boards of Education had two substantive functions at their inception: taxation and bargaining (a form of management right). Both have been removed. This, in my opinion, deprives them of much of the significant decision making authority which ought to come with that elected office. They are not functions which have been stripped from municipalities. But school Boards have become less and less relevant under this governance model. This is a shame, as they are one of the key forms of democratic control at the local level. On J Scott's remark about failing to negotiate. I think it is hard to blame teachers for "failing" when we have been unilaterally legislated back to work. This happened in 2002 and again in 2005. It is my honest belief that BCPSEA knew government would do this and that as a result they did not bargain meaningfully. If you would like some concrete evidence, please take a look at the court case taking place over Bill 27 and 28, in which the BCTF introduced evidence that showed the direct relationship between government legislation and BCPSEA bargaining. You can find details on the BCTF web site.ReplyDelete Jason ScottJanuary 31, 2011 at 12:24 PM Thanks for furthering the dialogue. I respect your opinion, and I'm not here to refute that. I'm just saying that when two parties (or groups) fail to reach an agreement in negotiations, both "sides" need to take responsibility for that. It's the only way to move forward, in my opinion. J ScottReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 31, 2011 at 4:05 PM PART 2 (from Silas): There are no board fees for BCPSEA so the structural accountability component is largely through the election of trustees to the board of directors. And if trustees felt BCPSEA was broken we would definitely hear about it. Trustee and board participation in the Rep Council and AGM last week was more positive and extensive than I've ever seen it. I believe only one or two boards out of 60 weren't represented, due to conflicting schedules. I can relate to your governance comments, though at the same time I understand why the Province made these changes: equity. I live in a region (and time) where building public support for school taxes would be brutal because about half our population is over the age of 50. In regions where a higher proportion of the population is directly connected to public education, or likewise just has more per-capita wealth than others, a board would be able to raise more taxes and offer better programs to their students than in other districts. Bargaining is similar: as far as the distribution of funds goes, it needs to be equitable. Secondly, certainly salary harmonization and also some common working conditions, processes and other practices among teachers throughout the province would also be impossible under local bargaining. And how about porting of seniority and sick leave? I realize I'm now referring to the extreme of full local bargaining, but it seems as though you are, too, especially with the funding envelope suggestion. As far as a BCTF-BCPSEA discussion on the current provincial-local split goes, as I said before that is not a bad thought. I can speak from personal experience, though, that my district conducts quite a lot of mid-contract modification bargaining and we and our local never seem to run out of issues to work on that are already classified as local. But I also understand that the BCTF feels there can be too many restrictions around the current process for local bargaining, which would also inevitably be part of any discussion on the split.ReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 31, 2011 at 4:06 PM Hi Tara, Silas here again, still needing to get a WordPress or Google sign-in. And responding in 2 parts! (guess I just need my own blog) PART 1: At the provincial level, the role of the seconded superintendent will certainly be to represent that common knowledge of life in schools, and to share it with the rest of the bargaining team. It has also been (and will continue to be) to connect with superintendents and principals around the province to strengthen that commonality and knowledge at the table. He is one person, but on the other hand he has been seconded to focus on representing that educational perspective in bargaining and labour relations -- so he isn't juggling hundreds of other non-bargaining demands and urgent issues like a local superintendent would be during local bargaining. And this is actually one of local boards' greatest concerns re: local bargaining. When we have all our superintendents and other key staff focused on bargaining throughout the province (in addition to the teacher reps, of course) it can be a serious drain on the daily operations and educational focus of our system. In some districts, it simply isn't practicable. So why don't only the trustees bargain, then? Well we don't have that firsthand classroom/school knowledge you talk about. And I say this as someone who has been relatively active in local bargaining. But in addition to that classroom knowledge it is just as important to have school district HR professionals involved because they're the ones who deal with the collective agreement every day, probably have the most year-round contact with local presidents such as yourself, are most aware of all recent grievances, etc. So these HR professionals are involved at the provincial stage just as they would be at local tables. As I mentioned, I'm in a district where trustees are more involved than many others in bargaining -- and yet we certainly don't do the legwork because we aren't immersed in either the classroom or collective agreement as our daily work. I like to think we contribute valuable input to our team, but realistically teachers aren't "bargaining with the trustees." Although, I am interested in the Victoria model you mention so will check into it with present and past Victoria trustee associates. But realistically, the Victoria experience is not what most teacher locals would be looking at in local bargaining today. Just take a look at support staff tables or mid-contract modification tables, and you won't find many trustees. Re: the funding envelope idea, the other side of this is that it can hang boards out to dry when there isn't much to offer from provincial coffers, or in the present case, when there is net-zero to offer. So the centralization of a situation like this, when we're all under these very same conditions set by the province anyway, and there really isn't any flexibility to make the localized decisions like the examples you provided, makes a lot of sense.ReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 31, 2011 at 4:08 PM Sorry those appeared backwards! Read the bottom one first.ReplyDelete Tara EhrckeFebruary 1, 2011 at 7:56 AM Hi Silas - We are not proposing the "big" money items at the local table...salary and benefits. Although there is a case to be made by Boards that these should be. In a remote District a Board might want higher salaries to attract teachers. Salaries are not harmonized right now - they vary quite a bit from district to district. Nor are benefits. The equity piece is dealt with through the funding envelope - it needs to be allocated in an equitable fashion (eg. per FTE student). My point about funding was not that I want local taxation back, just that the general model has been to strip Boards of their powers. I agree with you that equitable distribution is essential with respect to the funding. In fact, many of the current grant structures (e.g. Community Link) and the funding provided by International students and parent fundraising still create considerable inequity in the funding available to Boards and schools. The funding model was originally changed for equity reasons (after the Cameron Commission in the late 40's). But other parts of the governance model that have changed are about stripping Boards of their relevance, and bargaining is one of them. Victoria negotiated porting of sick leave way back in the 90's locally. No need to do this provincially. And many of us don't like portability of seniority here! Many of the items we want to bargain are not even cost items. Of our thirty odd priorities less than half are money items and many of the money items are small money items. For example, we would like to increase the allotment of PD funds to teachers. We currently receive $87 per year. Meanwhile, administrators get close to $1000. If there has been room in the budget to increase administrator PD funds, why not teacher? Doubling our PD funds would cost the District less than $100,000 - a small money item in a $170 million budget. Or why not redistribute that same funding equitably to all educators? We would like language defining health and safety committees - no cost. A parental complaint process - no cost. I could go on. In fact, the costs to Board arise when these issues are not dealt with. They end up as grievances and the money goes to lawyers and arbitrators. Our Board is spending close to half a million dollars a year in litigation with us, when they should be just bargaining with us to develop long term solutions to these local problems.ReplyDelete SilasFebruary 2, 2011 at 12:20 PM Hi Tara, Your earlier connection of local taxation to local bargaining is apt. Without local taxation trustees lost autonomy in many areas, but as I said before from a provincial perspective it created some necessary equity for students. When I look at only my district and my position, the more autonomy the better; provincially, though, there is some equity for both students and employees that can be achieved through some centralization. I've heard stories from the glory days of local bargaining in the 70s and 80s and from the employer's side taxation somewhat drove the whole exercise. Sometimes proposals would need to be costed out by how much taxes would need to be raised. But without this notion/utility as part of the formula, those glory days just aren't so romantic anymore. A lot of the control is going to be provincial anyway, so having 60+ provincial tables going may not be the best use of our local resources (your local as well as your district). [And I do understand your cited envelope model--though governance for Ontario boards is structured in a way that they have complementary autonomy and independence in other areas, too, compared to us, so I'm not sure it could work so well here.] But you're absolutely right that this situation has come about as a result of lessened autonomy -- but that issue isn't going to get solved within the current structure. That would need to come from outside, by whom we elect and influence as MLAs. That is an entirely different process and chances are that trustees and teachers have a lot in common regarding what they'd like to see happen provincially (simply more support for public education, for starters). On a quick count, my local CA has about 106 articles, about 35 of which are provincial. PD funds are already local are they not? Same with health & safety? I don't believe we have a complaint process in our CA, but that surely isn't a provincial item. So if these items are already on the local table, is BCTF support for local bargaining actually indicative of dissatisfaction with *LOCAL* bargaining as it stands? Maybe there is a more effective way of addressing this underlying concern than expanding local bargaining, which seems counterintuitive? SilasReplyDelete Tara EhrckeFebruary 8, 2011 at 1:08 PM Not that I can speak for the BCTF, but as a local President I can say that we are frustrated both by how little is at the local table (pd funds are not at the local table, nor are stipends for committees, nor are parental complaints - have a look at Appendix 1 and 2 of the LOU #1 in your teacher collective agreement) and also that every time we try to have local negotiations we are told "BCPSEA told us not to". It is like trying to negotiate with the people who are not really in charge. I hope there will be support from Trustees for increased local bargaining because I think we both have things to gain.ReplyDelete Silas WhiteFebruary 9, 2011 at 6:44 PM All the more reason for a BCTF-BCPSEA discussion on the split, as our working document (at least in SD#46) is unclear. Appendix 1 & 2 do not line up with other local/provincial designations in our document. However "Health and Safety Committee" is consistently designated local. The "BCPSEA told us not to" phenomenon is troubling, as we can probably both agree that it doesn't sound much like real local bargaining. Neither does "BCTF head office told us not to," but I will acknowledge that boards seem to fall back on that former excuse a bit too much. But with more local bargining, you'd just hear it FAR MORE, and BCPSEA would be busier than ever. The biggest reason for "BCPSEA told us not to" is that districts don't have enough resources to handle the current assignment of support staff and limited teacher bargaining. Many of us lean heavily on BCPSEA's advice to the point where I'm sure it almost seems as though BCPSEA is directing local bargaining, which should not be happening. But boards have made it clear to BCPSEA that we can't all handle more local bargaining, and in fact the more that can be dealt with at the provincial table, the better. That said, boards would undoubtedly be willing to listen to arguments that some matters would best be handled split up 60 different ways because of varying unique circumstances across the province; as you've pointed out before, this is really what board governance of education in BC is all about. A discussion about how and why some matters could reasonably be sent to local tables could conceivably be a way to "increase local bargaining" as you're hoping for. Hopefully such a discussion will be the next step.ReplyDelete AnonymousMarch 10, 2011 at 5:33 PM Wow. I stumbled across this blog while doing research and the conversation reflects the reason I left BC politics/schools. Teachers want more money and do less, and use the "it's for the children" bleeding heart card. Well, teachers are over paid and unreliable. Our daughter is in Vancouver and we have a 2 week spring break. THis is only two months after x-mass break, and only 3 months before summer holidays. We've had to find day care for so called PD days, that oddly coincide with long weekends. I'd like to see teachers get a grip on reality and stop and get real work where they are expected to show up 5 days a week and only get a few weeks of holidays a year, not 12 - 14 , and to do it without a pension. Teachers have become a leach on th epublic purse, are no longer professional (given up when unionized), and is out of touch with the people who PAY their salaries.ReplyDelete AnonymousMarch 25, 2011 at 5:33 AM There will come a time (and I hope it's a long way off) where few will step forward to become teachers, and even less to become students.ReplyDelete AnonymousMay 14, 2011 at 8:35 AM Hey here's a novel approach, why not bargain in good faith and quit breaking United Nations and BC Laws? The BC Supreme Court just raked BCPSEA and the govt over the coals for all you've done to my profession. Hers a novel idea, why not bargain in good faith without a ministry dictated agenda? Us teachers all read the recent Supreme Court decision, and guess what people? There wont be another legislated agreement (oxymoron) again in this province. Oh and by the way, for the person who thinks this is a cushy do nothing job, when was the last time you taught 32 kids in a room, one of them legally blind, three identified as ADHD, one also ESL all by yourself? You think doing that and everything else my colleagues and I do is easy? Go get your 5.5 years university education, and you get on in there buddy, and relish your starting take home pay of about 2500 a month.... WOOT WOOT. I dare ya. Its easy to sit on the sidelines and bash teacher isn't it? WHy not, the government does it? How much time have you spent volunteering and helping in your children's schools over the past 5 years? Something everyone needs to consider here, from Wisconsin through to BC, is 70 percent of us whom teach your kids are getting ready to retire in the next 7 years. Hows teacher training and enrollment doing at the BC universities? got lots of potential replacements there now? You better. Do you even care about quality education and our future as a society? Get real, who would go into teaching when you cant even afford to live in Vancouver or the Valley on what a teacher makes. Get real people. Ps...... I can see the 18th green from my living room window, and you shall reap what you sow, so good luck with all this. Im one of the lucky ones getting out of the profession in the next three years. Ill be greeting you at Walmart and playing golf soon. I cant wait to be done with all this garbage. Thanks for ruining the whole concept of being a teacher for many of us, you gutted my passion, made it just a job, and when I complained to my MLA, he told me to find another job. So I did, I quit doing extra curricular ( stuff we do for free) and started my own company and took my skills elsewhere after 3:15 pm. Now you the public, have to pay for what I can offer, outside of the school I work in. Thanks for the advice Mr. MLA, now I can sit on the other side of the fence and just laugh at all the hypocrisy, lying, and cheating being modeled openly for all in society to learn from. Well done. Cheers : )ReplyDelete AnonymousSeptember 22, 2011 at 12:23 AM I am very curious about the costs & salaries at BCPSEA. I can't find anything online about what people--from the "CEO" down to the rank & file at BCPSEA are paid. All I could find when I searched salaries & BCPSEA were teachers' salaries. How much are BC taxpayers paying out annually to this organization? I'd really like to know. A supporter of public education & democracy.ReplyDelete AnonymousNovember 23, 2011 at 9:38 AM I too am very curious as to the compensation packages of all employees at BCPSEA and very curious as to why I can't find this information. They are 'ranked' as one of BC's 'best' employers so it goes without saying that the public should know why. The only firm piece of data I can find is that they cover 100% of employee benefits. Perhaps passing on what makes them 'best' to all those they bargain with would be a good place to start on the road to great.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ▼  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ▼  January (13) What can the revolution in Egypt teach us about 21... BCPSEA - the wrong people to bargain with teachers... BCPSEA discusses bargaining, media and the wired w... Is this the first crack in the BC government's wag... Teacher bargaining in the news What will "personalized" learning look like? A cyn... Has Margaret MacDiarmid forgotten about report car... One Grade Four Teachers Feelings on the FSA Victoria schools pressure parents not to withdraw?... Educators twitter on what learning in the 21st cen... FSAs, Merit Pay, Awards - Why rankings have no pla... Friedman or Finland?: Why we shouldn't rank school... A New Year, A New Attack on Teachers? ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9692,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 19, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 2006 Student leadership by Deepinder Grewel Focus Group is a student-led initiative whose main purpose is to teach students to be valuable, contributing members of both the school and the outside community. By participating in Focus Group, students gain a variety of leadership and positive interpersonal skills, such as public speaking, teamwork, event planning, and organizational skills. Students participate in facilitating focus groups with their peers to get input about issues that are important to the school population, and then work on finding solutions and implementing them within the school. As well, through Focus Group, students are given opportunities to take part in workshops and conferences outside of the school, which concentrate on making students more socially conscious. Only two months into the school year, and students at North Delta Secondary School already show signs of becoming great leaders. Opening Day–the first day of the school year at North Delta Secondary School, was largely organized by the Focus Groups students. To give the school year a great start, they organized and ran a welcoming assembly for all students, as well as a barbecue. Also, in September, Focus Group students were given the opportunity to attend the honoured Dalai Lama’s dialogue on Nurturing Compassion, which was attended by students from all across British Columbia. Focus Group students got a chance to attend the BCTF’s Public Education Conference; this year’s theme was "Rethinking Accountability." The keynote address was given by Dr. Paul Shaker, the current dean of education at Simon Fraser University. It was aimed at offering recommendations to questions posed by the BCTF such as how we can better focus on teaching and learning and how we can work together for our public schools, with a specific emphasis on redefining accountability in our school system. Following the keynote address, Focus Group students were given the opportunity to show their skills by facilitating focus groups with the adults attending. They conducted a round-table group asking each adult to answer two questions related to the keynote address. These questions exposed the participants to each other’s opinions, ideas, and different interpretations of the keynote address. The facilitations were a valuable part of the learning process for all the adults, and gave everyone an opportunity to express their opinions. Focus Group continues to grow with the addition of many new facilitators this year who are eager to get involved and make a difference in their schools and their community. Deepinder Grewel is a focus group member and a student at North Delta Secondary School, Delta. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8788,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, Number 5, April 2004 Beyond the chalkboard: Into nature’s sphere "Armed with forks, tacks, and welders’ brushes, my art class stared down at our newest assignment. The anticipation of challenge gleaming in our eyes was reflected back at us. Our mission was to fashion a flashy alphabet to exhibit in our school." – Brianna Grove-White, student by Thora O’Grady, Mary Howard, and Lily Wallace Creative opportunities surround us, and often the very best ideas happen over coffee. Sitting in the relaxed atmosphere of a local restaurant, I noticed the menu was creatively presented on a chalkboard. This provided me with the inspiration to have the students use their boundless creativity to produce not only unique art pieces, but also a book of postcards. Recycling provides many of the materials used in art classes at Cedar Hill Junior Secondary in Victoria. Finding old chalkboards was not difficult. However, on the back of each board, was a wonderful surprise. The bright metallic surface begged to be used as the medium for our project: creating an alphabet and numbers series entitled "Beyond the Chalkboard." Searching for other materials was a great adventure: treasures were found in thrift stores, garage sales, hardware stores, junk piles, and donations solicited through the school newsletter. Then, designing began with the students playing, decorating and embellishing their names, and selecting letters or numbers. This provided the opportunity to explore the elements of design. Students can readily design on paper, but could they work in 3D? First they make small cardboard models of their chosen work. Now they were ready to move forward on a larger scale. The metal materials were fun to work with: jewelry, ribbons, chains, and nails. Wire brushes and nails were used to draw, instead of pencils and pens. Mistakes could not be erased, so they had to be changed using new and creative problem-solving techniques. These presented a very different way of thinking and being creative. Each class marked the beginning of new discoveries. Look what happens when you change the direction of your wire brush stokes or when you change the depth of the pressure of the tool you are using. Amazing images started to appear! Then someone just happened to ask if we had any artwork for display. That was the beginning. Three exhibitions followed: an opening event at the Chris Doman Gallery in Saanichton, the Oak Bay library, and Goo Goo Goggles Optical (a business in Victoria). Display banners advertising the art exhibitions became the inspiration for Lauraine Derman’s Grade 3 students at Willow Elementary School. The students were immersed in a community-based environmental studies program, which focussed on ecological responsibility, researching the plight of three locally endangered species, and raising funds for their cause. Their whimsical and insightful poems, about recycling, which occurs in nature, became an important and complementary part of the exquisite postcard book. Often the public is unaware of what happens in the creative departments of most schools, so how can we get such a positive message out there? How can we help people become more aware of the potential and success there is within each and every student? A book was then in the works. Hermann Edler, book designer and graphic artist, suggested bringing the children’s poetry and artwork together. All the elements fell into place and the book was off to the printers. Thora O’Grady, Mary Howard and Lily Wallace teach at Cedar Hill Junior Secondary School, Victoria. Images of Numbers and Alphabet, A Book of 36 Postcards by Lily Wallace & Hermann Edler, ISBN 0-9734290-0-3 For more information go to www.sd61.bc.ca/school/cedarhill or e-mail wallacelily@shaw.ca. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140925,www.w3.org,http://www.w3.org/1999/xhtml/vocab,XHTML Vocabulary XHTML Vocabulary This is a vocabulary collection utilized by XHTML Family modules and document types using XHTML Modularization, including XHTML Role and XHTML + RDFa as defined in rdfa-syntax. The XHTML specifications are developed by the W3C XHTML 2 Working Group as part of the W3C HTML Activity. For more information about XML, please refer to the Extensible Markup Language (XML) 1.0 specification. Version date: 2010-01-27 1. Introduction XHTML Modularization [XHTMLMOD] permits the development of XHTML modules and XHTML family markup languages. These modules and markup languages may, in turn, define local vocabulary items for use as values of attributes. This document describes the items that are available in the default XHTML vocabulary space: http://www.w3.org/1999/xhtml/vocab#. 2. XHTML Metainformation Vocabulary The XHTML Metainformation Module defined as part of XHTML+RDFa [XHTMLRDFa] specifies the following vocabulary items. alternate alternate designates alternate versions for a resource. appendix appendix refers to a resource serving as an appendix in a collection. bookmark bookmark refers to a bookmark - a link to a key entry point within an extended document. cite cite refers to a resource that defines a citation. chapter chapter refers to a resource serving as a chapter in a collection. contents contents refers to a resource serving as a table of contents. copyright copyright refers to a copyright statement for the resource. first first refers the first item in a collection (see also start and top). glossary glossary refers to a resource providing a glossary of terms. help help refers to a resource offering help. icon icon refers to a resource that represents an icon. index index refers to a resource providing an index. itsRules itsRules indicates that the designated resource is an [ITS] rule set. last last refers to the last resource in a collection of resources. license license refers to a resource that defines the associated license. meta meta refers to a resource that provides metadata. next next refers to the next resource (after the current one) in an ordered collection of resources. p3pv1 p3pv1 refers to a P3P Policy Reference File [P3P]. prev prev refers to a previous resource (before the current one) in an ordered collection of resources. role role indicates the purpose of the resource. See the XHTML Role Vocabulary for roles in this vocabulary space, and XHTMLROLE for information on extending the collection of roles. section section refers to a resource serving as a section in a collection. stylesheet stylesheet refers to a resource serving as a stylesheet for a resource. subsection subsection refers to a resource serving as a subsection in a collection. start start refers to the first resource in a collection of resources. top top is a synonym for start. up up refers to a resource "above" in a hierarchically structured set. 3. XHTML Role Vocabulary 3.1 Items from the XHTML Role Module The values in this section are defined for use in the role attribute as specified in the XHTML Role Attribute Module. Note that the values in Section 2 and Section 3.2 are also available. banner contains the prime heading or internal title of a page. complementary indicates that the section supports but is separable from the main content of resource. contentinfo contains meta information about the content on the page or the page as a whole. definition indicates the definition of a term or concept. main acts as the main content of the document. navigation indicates a collection of items suitable for navigating the document or related documents. note indicates the content is parenthetic or ancillary to the main content of the resource. search indicates that the section provides a search facility. 3.2 Items from the Accessible Rich Internet Applications Vocabulary alert A message with important, and usually time-sensitive, information. Also see alertdialog and status. alertdialog A type of dialog that contains an alert message, where initial focus goes an element within the dialog. Also see alert and dialog. application A region declared as a web application, as opposed to a web document. article A section of a page that consists of a composition that forms an independent part of a document, page, or site. button An input that allows for user-triggered actions when clicked or pressed. Also see link. checkbox A checkable input that has three possible values: true, false, or mixed. columnheader A cell containing header information for a column. combobox A presentation of a select; usually similar to a textbox where users can type ahead to select an option, or type to enter arbitrary text as a new item in the list. Also see listbox. dialog A dialog is an application window that is designed to interrupt the current processing of an application in order to prompt the user to enter information or require a response. Also see alertdialog. directory A list of references to members of a group, such as a static table of contents. document A region containing related information that is declared as document content, as opposed to a web application. form A landmark region that contains a collection of items and objects that, as a whole, combine to create a form. Also see search. grid A grid is an interactive control which contains cells of tabular data arranged in rows and columns, like a table. gridcell A cell in a grid or treegrid. group A set of user interface objects which are not intended to be included in a page summary or table of contents by assistive technologies. heading A heading for a section of the page. img A container for a collection of elements that form an image. link An interactive reference to an internal or external resource that, when activated, causes the user agent to navigate to that resource. Also see button. list A group of non-interactive list items. Also see listbox. listbox A widget that allows the user to select one or more items from a list of choices. Also see combobox and list. listitem A single item in a list or directory. log A type of live region where new information is added in meaningful order and old information may disappear. Also see marquee. marquee A type of live region where non-essential information changes frequently. Also see log. math Content that represents a mathematical expression. menu A type of widget that offers a list of choices to the user. menubar A presentation of menu that usually remains visible and is usually presented horizontally. menuitem An option in a group of choices contained by a menu or menubar. menuitemcheckbox A checkable menuitem that has three possible values: true, false, or mixed. menuitemradio A checkable menuitem in a group of menuitemradio roles, only one of which can be checked at a time. option A selectable item in a select list. presentation An element whose implicit native role semantics will not be mapped to the accessibility API. progressbar An element that displays the progress status for tasks that take a long time. radio A checkable input in a group of radio roles, only one of which can be checked at a time. radiogroup A group of radio buttons. region A large perceivable section of a web page or document, that the author feels is important enough to be included in a page summary or table of contents, for example, an area of the page containing live sporting event statistics. row A row of cells in a grid. rowgroup A group containing one or more row elements in a grid. rowheader A cell containing header information for a row in a grid. scrollbar A graphical object that controls the scrolling of content within a viewing area, regardless of whether the content is fully displayed within the viewing area. separator A divider that separates and distinguishes sections of content or groups of menuitems. slider A user input where the user selects a value from within a given range. spinbutton A form of range that expects a user to select from amongst discrete choices. status A container whose content is advisory information for the user but is not important enough to justify an alert. Also see alert. tab A grouping label providing a mechanism for selecting the tab content that is to be rendered to the user. tablist A list of tab elements, which are references to tabpanel elements. tabpanel A container for the resources associated with a tab, where each tab is contained in a tablist. textbox Input that allows free-form text as its value. timer A type of live region containing a numerical counter which indicates an amount of elapsed time from a start point, or the time remaining until an end point. toolbar A collection of commonly used function buttons represented in compact visual form. tooltip A contextual popup that displays a description for an element. tree A type of list that may contain sub-level nested groups that can be collapsed and expanded. treegrid A grid whose rows can be expanded and collapsed in the same manner as for a tree. treeitem An option item of a tree. This is an element within a tree that may be expanded or collapsed if it contains a sub-level group of treeitems. Appendix A - References [ITS] "The Internationalization Tag Set (ITS) Version 1.0", W3C Recommendation, C. Lieske, F. Sasaki, 3 April 2007. Available at: http://www.w3.org/TR/2007/REC-its-20070403/ [P3P] "The Platform for Privacy Preferences 1.0 (P3P1.0) Specification", W3C Recommendation, L. Cranor et al., 16 April 2002. Available at: http://www.w3.org/TR/2002/REC-P3P-20020416/ [XHTMLMOD] XHTML Modularization 1.1, W3C Recommendation, Shane McCarron, et al., 8 October 2008 http://www.w3.org/TR/2008/REC-xhtml-modularization-20081008 [XHTMLRDFa] "RDFa in XHTML: Syntax and Processing", W3C Recommendation, B. Adida, et al., 14 October 2008. http://www.w3.org/TR/2008/REC-rdfa-syntax-20081014. [XHTMLROLE] "XHTML Role Attribute Module", W3C Working Draft, M. Birbeck, et. al. 7 April 2008. http://www.w3.org/TR/2008/WD-xhtml-role-20080407 Steven Pemberton, W3C HTML Activity Lead Last edited: 2010-01-27)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Touring a natural gas drilling rig with @MLA Mike Bernier, and Brian from EnCana http://t.co/AifdJ4H07b" @Teresa_Wat - 06:01pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=10214,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 6, May/June 2003 25 years of teachers teaching teachers BCTF PD Associates Program celebrates 25 years Officially launched in the spring and summer of 1978 with a small group of outstanding classroom teachers, the Federation’s professional development associates program is celebrating its 25th year. Over the years, hundreds of teachers have volunteered to contribute to their profession by facilitating workshops on school and district PD days. "Teachers teaching teachers" has remained the central theme, proving again and again that when teachers are the resource persons, real stories and tried-and-true solutions from the classroom are on the agenda. This PD works! The tradition continues. Approximately 175 associates deliver 30 workshops on topics as diverse as wellness, social justice, school culture, French programs, Aboriginal education, performance standards, and classroom management. In return, they receive support in workshop design and facilitation training. Send your associate stories and memories to nhinds@bctf.ca. Watch the fall issues of Teacher for more articles marking this anniversary. To book a BCTF PD workshop, or find out more about the associate program, contact Nancy Hinds, at the BCTF, 604-871-1840, 1-800-663-9163, local 1840, or nhinds@bctf.ca Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/HealthAndSafety.aspx?id=19692,BCTF Assistance in the WCB Claims Process  	Health & Safety  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers Aboriginal Education  Bargaining & Collective Agreements  Français  Health & Safety  New Teachers  Opportunities for Members  Pensions Professional Development  Professional Rights & Responsibility  Provincial Specialist Associations  Salary & Benefits  Teachers Teaching On Call  Teaching Resources  For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Health and Safety > Advice to Members   BCTF Assistance in the WCB Claims Process As soon as practicable after the injury occurs or occupational disease is contracted, report to the employer. The worker must complete a “Workers’ Report of Injury or Occupational Disease to Employer” (Form 6A which is available online at www.worksafebc.com) and submit to the employer. On both pages of Form 6A write “The worker requests a copy of the employer’s report be sent to the Workers’ Compensation Board.” In accordance with BCTF policy 13.D.08 forward a copy to the local teachers’ association office.   Report the injury to the first aid attendant, if applicable.   Attend an appointment with an appropriate health care professional as soon as possible. Advise the health care professional that the injury/disease is workplace related.   Although there is one year in which to file a claim, the WCB Regulation specifies that as soon as is practicable after an injury occurs or an occupational disease is contracted it must be reported to the employer. Unnecessary delays in reporting have often resulted in denial of claims.  See flowchart.   Call Teleclaim – 1-888-967-5377. Ask the operator to send you a copy of the report once it is completed.   As soon as a decision letter is received from WCB contact the BCTF advocate at 604-871-1890, or 1-800-663-9163 local 1890.    About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=21020&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > April 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 6, April 2010  Relationships: Teacher colleges and teacher unions By Larry Kuehn British Columbia is not unique in having a college of teachers imposed on the profession by a right-wing government. Nor is it unique in experiencing tension between the two types of organizations, union and college. Both Chile and Peru have also been through challenges developed from the creation of colleges, as described in recent meetings with teacher leaders in both countries. The Colegio de Profesores de Chile The case of Chile shows one way of creating something positive from a negative, as described by members of the executive of the Colegio de Profesores de Chile (CPC), at a recent meeting in Chile. Almost immediately after the military coup in Chile in 1973, the teachers’ union was outlawed. Soon after, the Pinochet dictatorship created the Colegio de Profesores de Chile. The members of the governing council were all government appointees, selected by the Interior Ministry (security) rather than the Education Ministry. Activist teachers organized, on an underground basis, as a part of the resistance to the dictatorship. As its days were drawing to a close, the dictatorship finally let teachers elect the directors of the colegio in 1986. The teachers who had been organizing were successful in using the election to take control of the colegio. Although it does not have collective bargaining rights, the colegio operates as a union. Its executive is elected by teachers and it negotiates with government. Agreements reached are legislated, rather than being signed by the two parties. The colegio goes on strike to improve conditions of teachers. This last year they were on strike for 40 days—although with unsatisfactory results, according to at least some members of the colegio. The transforming of the organization from one aimed at imposing government policies into one that represents teachers, is an example of what can be accomplished by collective action. The Colegio in Peru Reforming the imposed colegio to meet the needs of teachers was the strategy chosen by teacher leaders in the context of Chile. Quite a different approach was taken by the teachers in Peru, as described by Soledad Lozano, the Dean of Peru’s college of teachers at a recent visit in Lima. Going to Lozano’s office for our meeting involved walking past the office of the International Secretary of SUTEP, the teachers’ union in Peru. The colegio and the union share a building. As in Chile, the colegio, was imposed by a right-wing government intent on creating a parallel organization to wipe out, or at least weaken, the teachers’ union, SUTEP. SUTEP has been one of Peru’s strongest and most militant civil society organizations. Three slates were put up for the first election in 2005 among the 360,000 people who registered to be members. Besides SUTEP’s slate, the election was contested by a government slate and an “education leaders” slate. Soledad Lozano won, heading up the SUTEP slate. She was by far the best-known of the candidates, having been secretary-general of SUTEP (equivalent to president in our unions). The central plank of the SUTEP slate was that the colegio must be integrally tied to the union, not a parallel and competing structure. The government challenged the election, despite the fact that they were the ones who ran it. Although new elections were supposed to be held in three years, the government has put off the elections for five years by a series of challenges in the courts. A compromise plan is to hold new elections in April 2010—unless the government stops them. The opposition to the SUTEP role in the colegio was led by someone who had been, along with Lozano, a founder of SUTEP, but had supported the government position on the colegio. The colegio has been operating, despite the legal wrangling. In particular, it has reached agreement with some of the municipal teacher-training institutions. This is particularly important since much of teacher training in Peru has been privatized. The private institutions are looking for profits, which come from the tuition of thousands of students who are given very inadequate training. The private institutions only focus on subject matter, without any attention to pedagogical practice, Lozano said. A test, developed by a private company, is given to qualify as a teacher, and few pass it. It is very biased, with some questions based on knowing religious teachings, and others that have multiple right answers. The test is particularly irrelevant to the large indigenous cultures, such as those in the Peruvian Amazon, blocking potential indigenous teachers from being able to work in the schools. Since 2001, about 200,000 students have been through teacher training, but are not employed. This, despite class sizes that average about 45 or 50. Lozano said that the biggest issue for the future is who will win over the young teachers. One element of doing this, she said, was that the union be included in workshops offered by the colegio. What is the attraction of a college of teachers? Lozano said that the World Bank has identified creating colleges of teachers as one way to undermine teacher unions by setting up competing organizations. They identify teacher unions as the main impediment to the neo-liberal reforms they are trying to impose. Weakening the union by setting up a competing structure is clearly a motivator of right-wing governments. In addition, even beyond the issues of power and influence, there is a difference in the conception of the nature of the professional relationship. The college is an individualist and elitist concept of professionalism. The teacher is regulated in this individual relationship, and should feel good about it because it places them with the other professions seen as elites, such as doctors and lawyers. In contrast, the union concept of professionalism is a collective one and one based on egalitarianism. Collective professional interests are about the conditions of teaching, sharing in the development of sound pedagogical practices, seeking the social conditions that support all children, and working together to achieve those objectives. Our colleagues in Chile and Peru have worked hard and with some success at ensuring that the colleges in their countries have not succeeded in destroying collective professionalism. One has done it by turning the college into a union, the other by making sure that the two are in tandem, and not in competition. Larry Kuehn is director of the BCTF’s Research and Technology Division and co-ordinator of the BCTF International Solidarity Program.)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9970,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 4, March 2003 Teacher leadership and reflection by Mark Lueke "If we want the world to be different, our first act needs to be reclaiming time to think." – Margaret Wheatley With so many expectations, can educators work together to create innovative plans of action that will bring improvements to our educational system? Educators should be encouraged to go beyond merely coping with educational reform and create time to reflect on how they may participate in its transformation. Michael Fullan, in his book Change Force, the Sequel, suggests that hope, above all, gives us the strength to live and to continually try new things, even in conditions that seem hopeless. If we want the world to change, the reflective process can provide a tool to rediscover hope and trust within ourselves. Margaret Wheatley’s idea of "reclaiming time to think" along with honest discussion with colleagues has allowed many educators to preserve optimism during these turbulent cycles of change. Reflection, according to Joan Richardson (2002), can be simple, like clearing your head of distractions, thinking deeply about a single topic, communicating with colleagues, or it can be formal, like keeping a journal or portfolio. Richardson suggests that reflection is the belief that the closer we look, the more we can learn about ourselves. She is convinced that at the heart of reflection is the belief that educators possess the knowledge to improve their practice; all they need are opportunities to consider their work. Reflection becomes more than just thinking; it becomes an empowering tool facilitating personal growth, development, and effectiveness. Reflective thinking is considerably more powerful when connected to a framework. Peter Senge (1999) provides a helpful model. His "Four Cornerstones of Change" are the pillars I lean on in order to observe, reflect, and learn. The absence of any one of the cornerstones—aspirations, conversation, relationships, and conceptualization—undermines the ability to learn. Understanding how to keep members of a team or an organization positively focussed and working together is critical information to possess as we work toward improving on the status quo. Reflection tests principles, provides purpose, and generates courage. I believe in the power of reflective thinking because stories with strong moral purpose have positively affected my personal and my professional life. Michael Fullan (1999) suggests that we pursue moral purpose in complex times of change. He sees the teaching of our youth as a great moral act. Moral role models include people or characters from all facets of society, including educators, students, writers, actors, sports figures, and even characters from mythical tales. My "go-to guy" is Father Damien (Neiman, 1980), a Saint from Belgium, who lived most of his life on the island of Molokai in Hawaii. Father Damien had a strong moral purpose; he followed his heart and helped innumerable lepers by providing comfort and dignity. He planted faith and hope in the minds of his community. History provides challenging moral perspective to which many may aspire. Father Damien demonstrated great leadership, especially as he encountered considerable resistance from his colleagues. He encountered many barriers in life, one of which was a physical obstacle called Pali. Pali, a cliff-shaped mountain, separated the sick from the healthy. Father Damien climbed this mountain regularly to encourage the community to help the lepers. He demonstrated fierce determination to do the right thing even when many of his colleagues failed to support him. His effort shows us how the power of belief and strong moral purpose can make change happen. I use this moral anchor as I aspire, converse, form relationships, and conceptualize change. I would encourage others to reflect on a moral figure to help them overcome their personal Pali so they can sustain their own hope and trust. If educators are willing to take a purposeful deliberate pause to make use of reflection, they may discover a powerful moral purpose that permits them to reclaim or maintain hope. Meaningful communication and collaboration may allow educators to become more than individuals simply coping with educational change. Roland Barth (2001) suggests that if you want to predict the future, you must create it for yourself. If we want the world to be different, our first act may be to take time to think. If we become more effective reflective thinkers, we may make our schools not just different places, but improved places, to learn for everyone. Mark Lueke teaches at Dover Bay Secondary School, Nanoose Bay. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NoteFromTeachers.aspx?id=12228&printPage=true,A note from your teachers #16, Foundation skills assessment - These tests are harmful to our students and schools  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Newsletters and Alerts > A Note from Your Teachers > 2007 Archives A note from your teachers A report from the BCTF to the members of the legislative assembly March 9, 2007 Number 16 Foundation skills assessment These tests are harmful to our students and schools Once again this spring, taxpayers in British Columbia will finance a school marketing scheme disguised as standardized tests. Between May 7 and May 18, all students in Grades 4 and 7 will spend valuable instruction time writing a series of standardized tests known as the Foundation Skills Assessment. The primary purpose of these tests is to provide the Fraser Institute with the results so that they can publish the names of the schools and how they rank relative to each other. Parents, who have the means, may even move their children out of neighbourhood schools with a low ranking into a high ranking school across town, almost always in more affluent areas. Yet there is absolutely no evidence that the results of the Foundation Skills Assessment have anything to do with the quality of the school. Nor are the tests used to determine which schools need more resources and support. They do, however, attempt to undermine the publics confidence in our education system, one of the very best in the world. BC has one of the very best public school systems in the world While BC citizens could be taking pride in a comprehensive, responsive school system, they are instead faced with these simplistic rankings. Our students place among the highest on international tests like the Program for International Student Assessment (PISA). Testing our students with large-scale assessments like the FSA follows the example of the United States and the United Kingdom, two countries whose students do not perform as well as our students on international tests. Besides the valuable time and resources wasted, these tests lead to sacrifices in other areas. Emphasis on testing leads to sacrifices in other areas Time, energy, and money devoted to preparing students for standardized tests has to come from somewhere. Money for testing is diverted from other areas such as library books, science equipment, textbooks, and support for students with special needs. More money is spent annually on the FSA tests to students in Grades 4 and 7 than on textbooks for the whole K12 public school system. The highest drops in enrolment, for example, in Vancouver schools were in Eastside schoolsthose that scored the lowest on the annual FI rankings; the greatest gains in enrolment were in schools that ranked the highest, all located on the west side of the city. In British Columbia, school funding is awarded on a per pupil basis, so a drop in enrolment for schools at the low end of the rankings results, ironically, in less money for students and programs, where presumably the need is the greatest. And because school funding is directly linked to how many children go to a school, fewer students means less money and may even lead to the school closing. In place of knowledge and higher order thinking, teachers may resort to teaching to the test, scripting lessons along the lines of test items, eliminating times spent on non-testable aspects of the curriculum, and focussing on drills and test-taking skills. The Khalsa School, an independent school in Richmond, soared in the rankings, from number 167 in 2005 to first place in 2006. How? They hired a consultant who created a program for the school and had the students spend 15 to 20 minutes a day learning how to write standardized tests. Does it really make sense to spend scarce financial resources and valuable instruction time writing tests that not only have no educational purpose, but are also harmful to our students? Tests have a negative impact on our students We worry that our students are suffering unnecessary anxiety about writing the FSA tests and understandably they tend to give them far more importance than they merit. The tests are written over two weeks (a long time for any age learner), the tests look official with a style unfamiliar to our young students, and they know the results will be published in the newspaper. Lower-achieving students do not do as well on the tests, reinforcing their lack of success in other areas. Other factors the Fraser Institute rankings dont take into account Non-instructional factors such as the education of the students parents, the income in the home, the stability of the family, the nutrition level of the students, and their physical and emotional health, explain most of the variance among test scores when students or schools are compared. Yet most public schools serve students with a range of physical, intellectual, and emotional needs and students requiring ESL instruction. Further, public schools welcome all students while independent schools are selective, at times even ruthless in their entry requirements. Schools in rich neighbourhoods, with a preponderance of households with higher-educated parents, did better than schools in poorer areas. In truth, the FSA tests measure the socio-economic level of our students and zealously assisted by the Fraser Institute rankings, perpetuate and reinforce ethnic, race, and class stereotypes. Still, teachers know that effective assessment can improve student achievement and their hopes for the future. Effective assessment can improve student achievement Teachers believe the purpose of assessment is to support and promote student learning. Foundation Skills Assessment tests are not diagnostic so can not assist a students learning in any way. Teachers employ a variety of day-to-day classroom assessment and evaluation that provide strategies to assist student learningwritten assignments, tests, portfolios, checklists, projects, performances, journals, informal interviews, and observation. These activities tell the teacher what the students know and can do and the activities themselves help our students learn. All day and throughout the day teachers adjust their instruction for individual students, small groups, or the whole class and plan further instruction accordingly. Effective ongoing assessment can improve student achievement substantially and this kind of assessment helps low achieving students most. Teachers want a practical solution Instead of celebrating the unique talents of our students and communities, the consequences of these rankings divert our attention from the real challenges: helping all of our students regardless of class, ability, or language to become happy, healthy citizens and productive members of a democratic society. Teachers would like to see foundation skills tests eliminated entirely. At the very least, teachers would recommend that tests be conducted on a random sampling as the Provincial Learning Assessment tests were done in the past, so that neither schools nor students are stigmatized by the results.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet ""Everyone laughed when I said I wanted to open a button store" http://t.co/4AVIQWDBfB #smallbiz #entrepreneur" @naomiyamamoto - 06:39pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=6946&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 7, May/June 2006 What's new from the Teachers' Pension Plan? The Teachers’ Pension Plan (TPP) has a new direct URL—tpp.pensionsbc.ca. • Member’s Benefit Statements will be distributed via school district employers during the month of May 2006. These personalized statements provide your amount of pensionable and contributory service earned as at December 31, 2005. Be sure to review the information. Contact the employer if there are errors for salary and service. Contact the TPP, tpp@pensionsbc.ca, if there are errors in the name, SIN, or spouse. • The online Personalized Pension Estimator at the TPP web site will be updated to include the 2005 information to calculate pension estimates. Members will also be able to access their own "person profile" online. This profile contains the record of the member’s service and contribution pension history. Information on new access procedures to the estimator and "person profile" will be included with the member’s benefit statement. • The TPP joined the National Public Service Pension Transfer Agreement on March 24, 2006. The agreement allows plan members with service in certain other public-sector pension plans (outside of teaching) to transfer their service into the TPP so that they can increase the pension benefits they will receive. Members interested in transferring their former service should contact the TPP to see if they are eligible to do so call 1-800-665-6770, Victoria 250-953-3022, Vancouver 604-660-4088, tpp@pensionsbc.ca. Layoff service & pension credit As a member of the TPP, you may be able to enhance your pension by purchasing (as a general leave of absence) time you were laid off and placed on a recall list. This applies if you don’t return to work while on recall or if you do return to work with the same or a different employer. You must apply to purchase this time before your recall rights expire. You can apply to purchase periods of layoff service as a general leave of absence in the following situations: You were laid off and placed on a recall list. You were on a continuing contract or had seniority rights at the time of the layoff and were eligible and elected to be placed on the recall list. You were on a temporary contract and were laid off before the contract expired and you were eligible and elected to be placed on the recall list. In this case, you can apply to purchase the remaining months of the term of the temporary contract. Download the purchase of service application form from the TPP web site, complete, and mail to the TPP. Countdown to retirement 9. Maintain a personal pension file of TPP and Canada Pension Plan (CPP) statements and information. Include any collective agreement provisions for retirement gratuities, incentives, and health benefit continuation. 8. Familiarize yourself with TPP: Attend a pension seminar early in your career. Visit the TPP web site. Use the personalized pension estimator and the purchase cost estimator tools. Keep the TPP informed of any changes in your life (i.e., name change, marriage, separation, divorce, death of spouse, beneficiary if no spouse, etc.). Attend a pension seminar in the year before your retirement date. 7. Enhance your pension before you resign/retire: Apply to purchase service arising from a previous leave of absence, apply for Child Rearing Drop-out Credit, and/or reinstate any refunds you have taken. If you have service in the college, municipal, public service, ICBC, or WCB pension plans and did not take a refund, check with that plan as to your accrued benefits and options, including transfer to the TPP. If you have service in a TPP in another Canadian province/ territory and did not take a refund, check with that plan as to your accrued benefits and options, including transfer to the TPP. 6. Within the timelines of the provisions of your local collective agreement, apply for any retirement gratuity to which you may be entitled. 5. At least four months prior to your resignation/retirement date, contact the TPP for a retirement application package. Send the completed application form back to the TPP no later than the end of the month in which the pension is to start to ensure prompt pension payment. 4. At least 30 days before your date of retirement, send in a letter of resignation to your school board, with a copy to your local teachers’ union/ association office. (Check with your school board office to see when your current health benefits end to ensure continuous coverage.) 3. Memberships Apply to the BCTF for Associate Membership. Join the BC Retired Teachers’ Association, www.bctf.ca/rta. Maintain membership in the BC College of Teachers, www.bcct.ca. 2. At age 60, if you are not working, consider applying for your CPP pension, www100.hrdc.gc.ca/indisp1000e.shtml. 1. At age 65, apply for Old Age Security, www100.hrdc.gc.ca/indisp1000e.shtml)
(20141007,perezhilton.com,http://perezhilton.com/2011-03-04-chris-brown-naked-photo-leaks,Chris Brown Naked Photo Leaks!!! | PerezHilton.com Ellen DeGeneres • Usher • Robert Downey Jr. • Amanda Bynes • Breakups Perez Posse login | Sign up Home Videos Photos     Stephen Collins' Ex-Wife Revealed Her Disgust Over Molestation Confession In Legal Docs! Read Her Horrified Reaction HERE! American Horror Story: Freak Show - Everything We Know So Far! Robert Downey Jr. Confirms Iron Man 4 Is In The Works! Watch Ellen DeGeneres Get The Scoop HERE! 7th Heaven's Stephen Collins Fired From Ted 2 & Resigns From SAG After His Child Molestation Confession! Liked Jennifer Lawrence's Topless Vanity Fair Cover? See Which Other Celebs Went Nude For Mags HERE! The Hottest Stories Right Now! Nick Cannon Debuts A VERY Large Coverup Of His Mariah Back Tattoo! Is This Ink The Official Confirmation Of A Breakup?! The Kardashian Empire Continues To Grow! Guess What Kylie Jenner's Up To Now! Ed Sheeran Dances His Way Into Your Heart With His Thinking Out Loud Music Video! Watch His Smooth Moves HERE! Jennifer Lawrence Speaks Out For The First Time Since Nude Photo Hacking! Calls The Violation A 'Sex Crime' In Vanity Fair! 7th Heaven Dad Stephen Collins Has Confessed To Child Molestation! Police Investigation Underway! Jennifer Lawrence Poses Topless For Vanity Fair Following Her Nude Photo Leak, Totally Owns It!! Kim Kardashian VS. Kendall Jenner -- Who Has The Sexier Instagram Feed?? Listen To This: Count To 3 And Lose Control! Teresa Giudice Says 'It's Time For Me To Wake Up' In First Interview After Sentencing! Watch It HERE! Teresa Giudice Ponders Life Behind Bars, Including What Her Hairstyle Will Be! Watch It HERE! Beyoncé Gifts The World With A Music Video For The Flawless Remix With Nicki Minaj! Watch It HERE! Kim Kardashian Flaunts Her Love For Baby North West In Rich New Photo! EXCLUSIVE: Taryn Manning’s Stalker Sentenced, Actress Still Feels Threatened Kelly Rowland Poses Very Naked And Very Pregnant For Elle! Beautiful Baby Bump!! Amanda Bynes' Ring Actually IS An Engagement Ring?! She's Confirmed Her Future Marriage To A 19-Year-Old?! The Hottest Stories Right Now! Teresa Giudice Opens Up About The Moment Before Her Sentencing & More In These TWO Watch What Happens Live Previews! Megan Fox Faces Botox Accusations After Promoting Ninja Turtles In Germany -- Pics HERE! Teresa Giudice Filmed The Real Housewives Of New Jersey Reunion Show & It Sounds Like She Was A Full On Diva! Mariah Carey Told Her Japanese Fans Nick Cannon Cheated In Concert! Don't Believe Us?? Listen HERE! ​Teresa Giudice Isn't Doing Well After Her Prison Sentence & Cancels Her Scheduled Appearance! Listen To This: The Birds And The Bees! Blake Lively Is Having A Baby! Expecting First Child With Ryan Reynolds! See The Baby Bump HERE! Amanda Bynes Rides Her Bike Into Traffic Outside Of Penn Station! Charlie Sheen Is Being Sued For Sexual Battery After His Infamous Dentist Visit! ​Michael Phelps Is Swimming His Way To Rehab After DUI Arrest! Katy Perry Talks About GameCocks On College Game Day Then Chugs A Beer At A Bar & Crowd Surfs! See It ALL HERE! Ben Affleck Goes On The OFFENSIVE Against Bill Maher For Perceived Racist Views Regarding Islam! Listen To This: Make It Rain! ​Is Amanda Bynes ENGAGED?!? See Her Smoking Sparkler & Decide HERE! Teresa & Joe Giudice May Be Headed For Divorce After Joe ‘Screwed Her Over!' Can You Tell From Their First Post-Sentencing Interview Pic?! Best Dressed Celebs Of The Week! Listen To This: Boy, Oh, Boy! Amanda Bynes Arrives At NYC's JFK Airport With A Band-Aid On Her Face! What Happened?! Home >> Oops!, Chris Brown >> Chris Brown Naked Photo Leaks!!! Chris Brown Naked Photo Leaks!!! 3/04/2011 6:24 PM ET | Filed under: Oops! • Chris Brown CLICK HERE to see the very NSFW peen shot!!! CLICK HERE to see the very NSFW peen shot!!! CLICK HERE to see the very NSFW peen shot!!! Stars Who've Famously Flubbed Their Lines! Celebs Who Love Strip Clubs! Rocky Celebrity Couples Who Are STILL Together! Celebs Who Admittedly Love Eating Ass & Having Their Salad Tossed! Steamiest PDA! Celebs Caught Making Out In Public! The 15 Worst Runway Trips, Falls & Tumbles: GIF'd Proof That NYFW Models Don't Have It Easy! View Pics » Email this  » « Previous storyShe's Going Places! Next story »Kim K Gets Inspiration From Nicki! 249 comments to “Chris Brown Naked Photo Leaks!!!” More comments: [1] 2 3 » RomeoVoid21 says – reply to this 1 First…OMG ITS HUGE!!! jones19 says – reply to this 2 Ewww that is an ugly peen OriginalRecipe says – reply to this 3 Wow, hung and I want it now!!! he can slap me a little, as expected by him… that's okay. thegoodaunt says – reply to this 4 I'm impressed. Seriously. OriginalRecipe says – reply to this 5 This Made my day!! heyyashleymorgan says – reply to this 6 Re: RomeoVoid21 – haha it is!! !hateperez says – reply to this 7 I would definitely let him beat me if I could have that every night. NicoHo says – reply to this 8 jesus! LxMxO says – reply to this 9 DAMNNN!! I guess there's a reason why he's still getting girls after beating Rihanna. jazz99 says – reply to this 10 That thing is big. sanaa says – reply to this 11 it's quite long! i wonder how engorged it gets when hard. white_is_ugly says – reply to this 12 wow, aren't you a perv perez. you sick fuck. lvychps says – reply to this 13 Love it!! WowzaMagazine.com says – reply to this 14 That's pretty good:) Eliazar Rodriguez says – reply to this 15 wow JEREMYL says – reply to this 16 rihanna had herpies and didn't tell him= not only is he a lady beater but he has the herp too. remember that while looking at this photo ya'll. malii says – reply to this 17 WOW that is huge..im impressed! Diogo Cidades says – reply to this 18 hot..ahhahah Monika_Wirkkanen says – reply to this 19 xD Was the music and video reeeeeeally necessary? You know he put this out himself… rofl. Behold_MJW says – reply to this 20 OMg! is that really him. Necause y would he Show his Face. Hmmm… It almost seem like he wanted everyone to see. But i wasn't really liking him but with the Ding a Lang, I kind of like him better. manduuuh says – reply to this 21 damn a lot bigger then I expected…he has nothing to be ashamed of…LOL!! Luis Rocha says – reply to this 22 big Captive says – reply to this 23 BIG Kayla Mck says – reply to this 24 Holy shitballs… yaymovies says – reply to this 25 yikes yeahrightguy says – reply to this 26 that is soooooo FAKE!!!!! Rhianna has made many references about him being SMALL….that photo is doctored as all hell!! MizzzzAllison says – reply to this 27 This woman beating ass clown will do anything for a publicity. Nasty ass! VeganVal says – reply to this 28 Wow. It's enormous. …and he's got an album coming out in a few days. Call my cynical, but I think he wanted this released, and it never would have occurred to him to do this if he had a small one. VeganVal says – reply to this 29 Oh, and now he can be known as the singer with the big dick instead of the singer who beat up Rhianna. Good move, Beater! andreinac13 says – reply to this 30 OMFG! That's Almost Like A 3rd Leg… Jaye1980 says – reply to this 31 Re: jones19 – LOL! You must be on that shit. catsinspacesuits says – reply to this 32 wow…he is very well endowed. JadedGemy says – reply to this 33 Dammmmnnnn BOY! That…is a very lovely dick! Irvinegirl says – reply to this 34 Yuck. That thing can only go in so far and the rest is a waste. It looks ugly and skinny. Yuck. MichelleInWonderland says – reply to this 35 Omg… And why would you even take pictures like this? C'mon. If you're famous, THEY WILL LEAK YOU STUPID. robert26101 says – reply to this 36 Wow that is NICE!! Lake Wyndham says – reply to this 37 whoa, that is a good looking schlong. AJSummer says – reply to this 38 hahaha omg it's long but it's got no thickness to it! not complaining though, i'd still hit it missbhart says – reply to this 39 omg Amanda Miller says – reply to this 40 Now I know what gave Rhianna that black eye. Grace Equality Pheiffer says – reply to this 41 Damn! It just kept going and going. Super impressed. (And in his defense, I have a feeling Rihanna gave just as much abuse as she took) mamajaszy11 says – reply to this 42 whoaaaaa! that's bigger than i thought it would be…looks good to me darav2 says – reply to this 43 Huge? His dong is so skinny… Where's the beef?! Mr.Johnsson says – reply to this 44 Lol thats huge. But remember, its the size when its hard that counts! Rene Garnica says – reply to this 45 wowowowowowowowowwow itttttttttssssssssss HHHHHHHHHHUUUUUUUUUUGGGGEEEEEEEE dream come true bby !!!! Hurleygirl says – reply to this 46 Ummmm is THAT what he beat Rihanna with??!!! That thing could cause some serious injuries!! O.O Louie G says – reply to this 47 hmmm new album coming out within days… let me show my dick to the world… and get all the gay boys of the world to buy my new cd…. WORK THE MARKETING "TOOL" starlettxx says – reply to this 48 Gross!!! Hes such a douche!!! How can anyone like him after what he did to Rihanna!?!?! WOMEN BEATER!!!! mattyesmateo says – reply to this 49 Chris Brown is hot period…nice face..good body and a nice dick..a little on the skinny side but hey if it works I'll take it. celebfan says – reply to this 50 wow! Blunt says – reply to this 51 The lord has blessed black men Danielle Lowe says – reply to this 52 hahaha. The best part is reading everyones comments. So funny. CJLOVE23 says – reply to this 53 That is one big cock! Fyrdanser says – reply to this 54 Re: sanaa – all show, no grow. AussieNate says – reply to this 55 O.M.G Huge - that'll buckle any one at the knee's retrowhoaa says – reply to this 56 is that what he hit rihanna with? vanhelsing bride says – reply to this 57 Hello Chris.Call me.Impressive YRUFATT says – reply to this 58 How can they be leaked….he took the bloody photos himself!! Can everyone say PHOTO SHOP vanhelsing bride says – reply to this 59 Re: Amanda Miller – LOL Sweetmomma says – reply to this 60 ehh. its long but skinny as well.. if it was fatter i might be impressed Myss Leslie says – reply to this 61 Oh My!! LoL 6one9 says – reply to this 62 DAYUM““““““““ He IS hung!! Now I know why they say ““ Once you do “black ““““ you never “ go back!!! ☺ Nothing like some PR to offset the RiRi beat down pics!! breezy201 says – reply to this 63 ahhhh yummy i love u brown ooooo oooo Ashley Marie says – reply to this 64 I can see why my one friend keeps telling me I should get on the black peen lmao….she laughs at me cause I like Asian guys PowerMeUp says – reply to this 65 see brett favre, thats how its done! looks bad says – reply to this 66 Long but not thick. YUCK! LeslieeeL says – reply to this 67 It's Huge!!! LOL *aholic says – reply to this 68 Woah……thats impressive…but am I the only one that is gonna recommend a swift trip to a waxer…? Lol SuKi says – reply to this 69 FAKE! Biebers #1 Fan says – reply to this 70 I don't like him, but its kinda hot. I would much rather see Justins TIMMO says – reply to this 71 omgawd.. thankou perez for posting this so hot.. by the way he dies his hair blonde.. eww Queen selena gomez says – reply to this 72 a new album coming out soon publicity stunt but not bad he can fuck me now. Louise Neves says – reply to this 73 long but thin… Jimmy Cotreau says – reply to this 74 He's got such an amazing body! kbah says – reply to this 75 Can you imagine what it looks like when it's hard? Skinny it may be, but unless your snatch is like the grand canyon, thats plenty diameter. lilnino says – reply to this 76 it's long but skinny, like a wet noodle in need of some lanscaping bich45 says – reply to this 77 Uhmmmmmmm he does not need to be embarrassed by THAT!!!Wow am actually kinda intimidated. flubbzi says – reply to this 78 you're a pervert vanCiity** says – reply to this 79 hahaha congratulations Biebers #1 Fan says – reply to this 80 I don't like him but its kinda hot. I would much rather see Justin naked ccampria says – reply to this 81 oye caballero, pero que clase the ping@! piss_off says – reply to this 82 Re: JEREMYL – What really? Haha where did you hear that? jackalexandria says – reply to this 83 looks long,thin and skinny - not an attractive cock tinadiamonds says – reply to this 84 lawddddddddddd chris brown is sexy f these haters LOL Aixa Rosado Reynolds says – reply to this 85 Is that thing real? It's HUGE! BelAmiBG says – reply to this 86 Nice cock on that boy no question about it! ShoeWhore says – reply to this 87 Wow. That looks kind of biggish. He was sticking that in Rihanna's vagina, asshole and mouth ? He could split some poor girl's lip open with that weapon and/or give them a black eye with it if he's not careful. NYCTWILIGHTGIRL says – reply to this 88 Wow it's huge! I would have never thought that big. Damn! Larizza2 says – reply to this 89 what the hell, that can't be real? Stellah says – reply to this 90 Please pass the brain bleach!! rebelbiatch says – reply to this 91 yup definitely wanted everyone to see.. he only had that hair color for a couple weeks and has been with the Karrueche Tran chick for a while sooooooo i doubt he was f'ing some random girl for 2 weeks when he's with Karrueche now. totally released it himself.. but nice size penor! BitsyBites says – reply to this 92 LOL at the way the video panned down the photo in slo mo - then it got to the good part, and 'it' just kept going … and going … and going … PS ot, but Perez, please tell Teddy that I'm really loving his website - the cute pet vids always manage to put a smile on my face when I'm having a bad day Jasmine Boykin says – reply to this 93 Re: Biebers #1 Fan – Sure if you want Perez to spend 20 YEARS IN PRISON! He'll be happy to show you Justin's underage peen >:C Halio6 says – reply to this 94 I'm betting on photoshop. And whats the fun if a long dick with no girth?! Araceli Chapa says – reply to this 95 wow… that thing scares me. I'd be afraid to have that anywhere NEAR my orifices… MJJ says – reply to this 96 I didn't look at it I just like reading the comments you guys are hilarious. Butterfly2003 says – reply to this 97 Hmm, I think it's made to look bigger! IheartGaga says – reply to this 98 That is one nice and big…. you know what…wow. Michalin5 says – reply to this 99 6 1/2 max…..not bad but no record breaker. Body's bangin' though ! Darian Miley G says – reply to this 100 Re: jones19 – Girl No It"s Not… Shut The Hell Up Well Better Yet The Fuck Up &nd Stop Hatinq All Ya Life BITCH !!! More comments: [1] 2 3 » Stephen Collins' Ex-Wife Revealed Her Disgust Over Molestation Confession In Legal Docs! Read Her Horrified Reaction HERE! We can't begin to imagine how Stephen Collins' ex-wife, Faye Grant, felt when she learned about her husband's crimes against innocent children. It's no secret that Stephen and Faye, who were married for 27 YEARS, had a very acrimonious divorce. Now with the news of Stephen's confession to molesting young girls, we now understand why Faye was so bitter. [ Related: Celebrities That Have Been Accused Of Sexual Misconduct!] In 2014 divorce docs, Faye explained: [Image via WENN.] Advertising info American Horror Story: Freak Show - Everything We Know So Far! Only one day until we get the sh*t scared out of us again while watching a television show - but... Robert Downey Jr. Confirms Iron Man 4 Is In The Works! Watch Ellen DeGeneres Get The Scoop HERE! Aaahh! It's really happening! After tons of coyness and teasing, Robert Downey, Jr. has final... 7th Heaven's Stephen Collins Fired From Ted 2 & Resigns From SAG After His Child Molestation Confession! UPDATE: Stephen has just resigned from his position on the National Board of the Screen Actors G... Liked Jennifer Lawrence's Topless Vanity Fair Cover? See Which Other Celebs Went Nude For Mags HERE! Get it, ladies!! As we mentioned earlier, Jennifer Lawrence made a bold move after the nude p... Ed Sheeran Dances His Way Into Your Heart With His Thinking Out Loud Music Video! Watch His Smooth Moves HERE! This is just too AH-Mazing! Ed Sheeran has outdone himself with his Thinking Out Loud music v... A Must-See For All Jimmy Fallon Fans! Ew! Goes HIGHlariously Hip Hop Thanks To Will.I.Am!! Ew-Mazing! Get it?! LOLz! A LOT of major stars have loaned their voices to Jimmy Fallon's ... ​Mariah Carey's Tokyo Performance Was A DISASTER! Hear Her Not-So-High Notes HERE! This has to be a performer's worst nightmare! Mariah Carey's Elusive Chanteuse World Tour sta... Kim Kardashian Flaunts Her Love For Baby North West In Rich New Photo! We say rich, and we mean it literally, because... c'mon, that's a whole lotta gold! Kim Karda... Bruce Jenner Goes For Fabulous Hair Look While Attending Elton John Concert! Looking good buddy! Bruce Jenner was recently spotted at an Elton John concert this past Satu... Celebrities Who Don´t Have Kids! Celebrities Accused Of Sexual Misconduct! Celebrity Weddings Of 2014 — So Far! Radio Perez FeaturedNewestPerezLive & Exclusive!Perez Tv OriginalsTherapy With PerezCelebsMusicTelevisionMoviesPolitikEtc. or Home | About | Copyright statement | Conditions of Use | Privacy Notice | Sitemap Advertising | | Perez Posse signup FAQ | RSS © 2005-2014 PerezHilton.com)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/blogs/research.aspx?blogmonth=9&blogday=22&blogyear=2010&blogid=7524,BCTF Blogs > Research  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources Home > Social Media > Research Blog Search this blog: BCTF Information Services—Research & Reports Provides summaries and links to new reports and studies in the fields of education, labour, and social sciences. New Report Casts Doubt on the Effectiveness of Merit Pay Permanent link The National Center on Performance Incentives at Vanderbilt University has published a major study on the effectiveness of merit pay for teachers: Teacher Pay for Performance: Experimental Evidence from the Project on Incentives in Teaching.  The Project on Incentives in Teaching (POINT) was a three-year study conducted in Nashville public schools with middle school math teachers.  According to the executive summary, "POINT was focused on the notion that a significant problem in American education is the absence of appropriate incentives, and that correcting the incentive structure would, in and of itself, constitute an effective intervention that improved student outcomes."  However, "By and large, results did not confirm this hypothesis." A related Washington Post article can be found here: Teacher bonuses not linked to better student performance, study finds Posted by BCTF Info. Services at 22/09/2010 4:18 PM Comments (0) << September 2010 >> Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat       1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30     Blogroll On Education: Schools for a Civil Society B.C. Education Report (Tracy Sherlock, Vancouver Sun) The Hook/Education Teacher Solidarity UBC Educational Studies blog Where the Blog has No Name Archive April 2014 March 2014 January 2014 December 2013 November 2013 October 2013 September 2013 August 2013 June 2013 May 2013 April 2013 March 2013 December 2012 September 2012 August 2012 November 2011 September 2011 April 2011 March 2011 February 2011 January 2011 December 2010 November 2010 October 2010 September 2010 August 2010 July 2010 June 2010 May 2010 April 2010 March 2010 January 2010 December 2009 November 2009 October 2009 September 2009 Subjects Education Labour Social Sciences Recent Posts Recent Additions to the Information Services Research Files - April 2014 Recent Additions to the Information Services Research Files - March 2014 Recent Additions to the Information Services Research Files - February 2014 Recent Additions to the Information Services Research Files - January 2014 Recent Additions to the Information Services Research Files - December 2013 If you are experiencing technical difficulties, please contact the webmanager@bctf.ca. About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2014/09/tentative-agreement-yes-or-no.html?showComment0751411004741805,Staffroom Confidential: Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, September 16, 2014 Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Despite what I know was a herculean effort on the part of our bargaining team, I very much hope that BC teachers will vote no to the tentative agreement. After five weeks of strike, and twelve years of legal battles, this is not the deal that will restore sanity to public education and it is not a fair deal for teachers and students. Just as teachers in Saskatchewan rejected a deal to ensure a better outcome, I hope BC teachers will consider a no vote to let our team know we have to go back to the bargaining table. Class size, composition The agreement provided a modified LIF fund starting at $75 million per year and increasing to $85 by the last year. It is for teachers only, which will mean a slight improvement in Districts where sizeable portions were spent on Education Assistants or senior District staff rather than teachers. However, in an average size District like Victoria (20,000 students, 1,000 teachers), this will translate into about 5-10 more teachers. That is one for every five schools. To put it in comparison, Justice Griffin's judgement estimated the lost funding due to lost class size language at about $330 million in current dollars. (Read more here about the proposed Education Fund.) I heard so many teachers speak up about the need to ensure that we do not return to over-crowded classes when the strike ends. This agreement does very little to alleviate what is the most pressing issue. Throwing away the court victory The agreement provides a "reopener" in the event we win on appeal our class size language. What this means is that the language returns, but is not implemented until new language is negotiated. Without the actual implementation of the returned language, there will be very little incentive for the government to bargain it back. We would essentially be back in the very same position we are in today, with government trying to bargain it out and us trying to bargain it back in. In my opinion, even if we were legislated back to work we would be in a superior position. If we won the appeal the government would then be forced to implement the language. We are thus throwing away our historic court victory and the bargaining pressure it potentially creates. The reopener is really only mildly less offensive than E80. In both cases, we have to bargain back what was illegally taken from our contract and the government will probably never have to restore it. In fact, the "reopener" creates the perfect opportunity for government to lock us out to try and force us to agree to something far inferior. Throwing away the remedy for the last twelve years The agreement provides $105 million to compensate for grievances over-sized classes for the last twelve years. Using Justice Griffin's estimates, our loss is roughly $300 million times 12 = over $3 billion. I cannot fathom how $105 million is a fair compromise. The BCTF's original proposal to put this money back into the system was a more fair and productive approach. This agreement means we can no longer go to the courts for a fair remedy. Wages The agreement is very close to government's original offer. While I would be willing to accept this if the class size language was returned, teachers should not be taking such a significant monetary loss without the commensurate gain in working conditions. We have lost roughly 12% of our annual salary. We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut. Minimal improvements There are very minimal improvements in preparation time for elementary teachers (10 minutes per week), and TTOC daily rate. The TTOC daily rate change may depend on your grid placement. It could actually be a wage loss for long term TTOCs who are above category 5 and step 7. There is also $11 million in health and dental benefits. At 40,000 members, this is $275 each. Hardly worth consideration in the context of the rest of the agreement. What next? There are a variety of options if we vote no. We can continue the strike. We can choose to return to work and continue bargaining. We do not, and should not, accept an agreement that doesn't meet our needs and doesn't meet the needs of students and public education. When Saskatchewan teachers rejected the first deal which had 5.5% wage increases over four years, the second deal had 7.3% increases over four years. They have said this still isn't good enough. For us, our main issue is classroom conditions. We need to say this isn't good enough. The way to do that is to vote no. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 7:48 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 124 comments: Troy MooreSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:17 PM The EC recommendation states the open clause will be argued from restored language. However, selling our grievances for nothing as the 105 million is strike savings, is plenty of reason to vote no. Further, no composition caps, but a fund controlled by Superintendents is enough reason to vote no. Thursday I will vote no.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:06 PM Re-opener also says "education fund" in place until new language bargained, so old language can disappear forever.Delete Reply Mme RousseauSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:33 PM Government starved us to death hoping we'd vote yes to whatever deal they'd offer. Planned it from the start.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:07 PM We can sill choose (collectively) to return to work if we reject this deal. Many options.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:09 PM Great analysis, Tara! I think that returning to work would be a bad idea. This will frustrate parents more if they need to find new ways to deal with taking care fo kids. USe the money given to you by the other unions. I am a teacher who had to quit for stress over the terrible condition of work (split FI grade 4/5, several low LD kids with little support, one severe with no support, 2 gifted (no support), and a principal who expected me to teach 2 separate social studies AND science programs)Delete Reply Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:56 PM Good points by all but the gov't succeeded in starving my family out and completly breaking us. I will be voting YES and live to fight another dayReplyDelete Replies schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:21 PM 'Fight another day'? In the last twelve years that we have been pushing back against this government, never has the tide tide been so much with teachers, class size/composition, and public education - and never has the government been pushed back onto the ropes (especially with the call for binding arbitration). What 'other day' is being proposed that we wait for? Now is the time. Vote 'no' and give the BCTF bargaining team a renewed mandate to get a decent deal for students and teachers.Delete Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:10 PM "Another day" means to wake up and realize that 2more weeks means my family of 5 could lose our home. It means I will do all I can to recall Cc, Factbender, and other mla's, and maybe even having "a guy I know" have a chat with them. In year 1 of their reign, I don't believe they even know what "the ropes" are. I will vote YES ...for my family, and I can live with thatDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:12 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply Karen FergusonSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:03 PM Just a question: When the Saskatchewan teachers voted no, had they already been on strike for 5 weeks?ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM No. They are working with no contract. They are not on strike.Delete Shannon DavisSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:23 AM I am a Saskatchewan teacher. We are not on strike; we are currently in the conciliation process after voting "no" to 2 previous offersDelete Reply "Mama Rose"September 16, 2014 at 9:27 PM Can we truly return to work without agreeing and continue bargaining? When I suggested returning to work a few weeks ago, the answer was "being on strike puts pressure on the gov't and without pressure they have no reason to settle." And can you explain more how legislating us back would be better than agreeing to this deal? And finally, why would the BCTF executive put forward a deal that was not a good one?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:30 PM Because they need confirmation of the resolve of the membership to get something better. That is what a no vote does.Delete Reply Troylana MSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:28 PM some great points to ponder, tara......thinking thinking....ReplyDelete schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:43 PM If we vote 'no' to the tentative deal we still have options: We'd not have a contract. But we could... a) strike with full picket lines b) partially strike with phase 1 (work-to-rule) in schools c) partially strike with periodic/rotating job action d) continue negotiating e) return to work and re-escalate strike f) some/all of the above ReplyDelete Replies Caroline MackenzieSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:21 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:14 PM a) will expedite matters (I say less that 3 days)Delete Reply danabjornsonSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:05 PM I am thinking that a legislated, crappier contract would only be in effect for 2 years max (before elections...). If we take this offer, then we will be agreeing to this pseudo-E80. Should we win the court case (which we likely will), we will have to settle on the terms of the THIS negotiated contract which doesn't actually restore learning conditions; it simply allows for those conditions to be negotiated. If we say n, then we default to the 2002 contract, which DOES restore the language. A "yes" vote is saying that we are good on "crumbs"; a "no" vote is saying we want an actual meal. That's my understanding, anyway. Please correct me where I am wrong, Tara. :)ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:44 PM And word is IF they legislate, they could opt to legislate back Grade 10-12 only causing the union to have to lay off all teachers and re-hire based on seniority. That will tear the union at the seams pitting teacher against teacher for those positions. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:17 PM There will be a general strike if that were to happen! They better not do this. They will regret it.Delete Reply imaginefunlearningSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:09 PM Some good points on the background of our fight over the past 12 years, which I have been actively engaged in; however we need to recognize the climate we are in. We are not in Sask. people! We have just come through a very long summer!! We need to thank our @bctf bargaining team & recognize the toll this has taken on all of us & our families. I don't have the luxury of more time on the strike line. This may be as good as it gets. Let's read the agreement and consider getting back to work and making some $ again! That's my 2 cents worth, which would come in really handy right now!!!ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:18 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply RobSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:11 PM Go back in work to rule mode. Work this winter to recall every Liberal MLA. ThAt is the only way to apply pressure to these criminals. ReplyDelete Replies Kate RestonSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:03 PM Recall! Not sure who won the battle but the war is still onDelete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:14 AM Well said Kate... I agree 100%Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:20 PM I think say NO and a better deal will be done in less than 3 days. These guys are not criminals, they are lower than that. I bet they get a sick pleasure in hurting the kids and the teachers.Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:31 PM An official recall is in the works: https://www.facebook.com/groups/316129595235450/?fref=ts Please consider joining.Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:26 AM Leah - do you honestly think anyone who voted BC Liberal did so thinking that they would act any differently on the education file?Delete Reply JJSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:16 PM I am glad to see other members who share my views. I am outraged at a 1.2 percent "raise" in salary per year that doesn't even meet inflation of currently 2%. I feel used and abused.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:23 PM Not to mention all of the other pittance! I am actually surprised that Iker asked teachers to vote on this! Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:18 PM Hi Tara Thanks for the summary! Will we be able to vote NO to the deal, but vote YES to returning to work? Will there be three options when we vote Thursday? Why did the BCTF agree to a substandard deal for us? If we vote no to a deal that was recommended to us, the teachers look like the bad guys and public approval will plummet. I am very disappointed and frustratedReplyDelete Replies KataSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:12 AM Public approval will not necessarily plummet. I have seen strikes where the membership has voted against the executive's "best results to date", and ended up with a better offer. This offer is an insult. The $300 million will not bring funding to the national average (I believe). More importantly, the wage offer is half of the average wage increase for public and private workers (StatsCan). Delete Reply MontySeptember 16, 2014 at 10:19 PM Thank you, Tara. My thoughts too, more clearly expressed. As well, Thursday is too soon to vote, too soon to vote, too soon to vote........ReplyDelete Richard ChalkeSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:21 PM Vote no and lose every shred of public support...just sayin!ReplyDelete Replies UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:31 AM I am a member of the public and would support a "no" vote. js!.Delete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:01 AM Richard Chalke, NO you won't! I am a mother with 3 adopted special needs children who need to be in a class that is designed for them and others like them (my kids are academically slightly delayed but their issues are more social and behavioural) where they can receive the education they deserve taught in a way they can comprehend. I will speak now for all the parents I know, and we will support the teacher's if they continue to fight for our children's best interest.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:28 PM It might not be pretty at first, but once we explain things (and I hope the Mandarin-speaking teachers flood the Richmond organization that voiced their concerns), they will back us. The 3 billions that the judge came to is the first I hear about. This should be stated to every newsmedia comment section in the province. Minimize pickets and flood those outlets with commenters, just like the Liberals do. Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:45 PM I am a member of the public and a single Mother of a child in the public school system. You will NOT lose one bit of my support if you vote no. I know that you are sacrificing so that my child can have a better education, and I am most grateful for it. Having said that, I also know that you are exhausted and broke. I have been dreading that you may have to settle for less than what you (we) deserve because the government succeeded in breaking you. I am not in your shoes, so cannot judge. If the vote is a yes, I understand and I am still behind you. Delete Reply Alison RocheSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:25 PM It is a crap deal. It's always a crap deal. Once you raise the stakes to striking, anything else is a cave in. The last time we walked out was the 3 day illegal strike where I threw away 1200$ and got EXACTLY the same contract I had the year before. The BCTF called it a win because they didn't rip up MORE of my contract. Ridiculous. There are a few of us that believe that working to contract, doing 100% of your teaching job and nothing more (like paying for supplies out of your own pocket or EC) is the only way teachers will survive this government. What if they get re-elected again? Then what? Teachers have lost thousands to these clowns to make "statements" about the state of public education in this province. We can't keep sacrificing ourselves and our families. And in the meantime, you talk to parents about why you have to take this crappy road. Because up until this strike they mostly didn't care about the state of education, but god forbid you didn't run a Sports Day. Then suddenly they wanted to know what the hell was going on. Keep the conversation going in schools. Attend your PAC meetings and stop enabling this govt to underfund and overwork the system. And still get paid!ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:20 AM I am very excited at the prospect of returning to my beloved job on Friday. However I will NOT continue to put my personal money into my classroom and I will be seriously reconsidering my involvement in extra curriculars. I think we shoot ourselves in the foot with all the unpaid work we so willingly volunteer to do. Delete Reply FCSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:38 PM I heard a rumour last week from a loose lipped government insider that after the 22nd, depending on the outcome of the negotiations the Liberals were going to announce a 3 step process. I was not clear if this was based on 3 steps to resolve the strike (perhaps the 3rd step is legislation??) or 3 steps to overhaul the education system, either way, they will settle it outright. I wish you all luck and all the information that you need to make a sound decision of what you feel is best.ReplyDelete Replies Lisa BurrowsSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:53 PM I have heard similar rumours. On the 23rd, the gov. was planning on introducing a $6000 per year voucher system for 3 choices: an academic or trades program, or something called EducationCanada. Not clear whether their intention was to privatize the public system, de-certify teachers and hire them back under new wage/benefits. Not clear where these rumours originated from. Maybe fear tactics to get teachers to vote yes. In any event, I plan on voting yes. I signed up to be a teacher, not a martyr. This strike has cost us a lot. We need to regain our livelihood and hopefully continue the conversation about class composition. We have at least awakened many people to the issue, and the court case is still an avenue that could eventually improve teaching and learning conditions.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:33 PM I urge all teachers to fight and say NO to this deal. Retired teacher who had to retire because horrendous work conditions. Make me proud. They will not last long if you say NO! I know this is tough, but there is money and I hear that Van City does offer loan at low to 0 %. Banks do allow you to miss a mortgage payment. Go talki to your banker.Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM Will school districts require teachers to make up missed days, as suggested in the media? Will the school calendar be changing to make up for the missed three weeks and if so will we be made aware of those changes PRIOR to the vote? ReplyDelete KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:41 PM "Wages..... We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut." And that is the cost of going on strike!!! There is nothing that can be done about that. You cannot go on strike and put up the raise you want every week to compensate for your time on strike - it doesn't work that way.ReplyDelete Replies Drew StevensonSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:59 AM I believe the missing "..." Suggests that they meant to refer to the losses against inflation since the last wage step increase. Thus this contract does not allow us to recover the buying power lost to inflation since the last non contract or "0%" year. Add those up and compare against the proposed increase and you see that by the end of the contract, we won't be able to afford the same value of goods (loaves of bread, watts of energy, litres of gas) that we could at the end of the last contracts term. It was not a comment about wages that were lost in the strike. Those are really small potatoes when compared to the grinding power of inflation over years and years. The next contract will use this latest for a bench mark so these losses to inflation will grind at all teachers for as long as they teach. A death of a thousand cuts to our ability to afford basic goods and services. Any raise less than inflation is a cut to the value placed on us and on our ability to pay our bills. Delete Reply Ed SSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:09 PM Having lost $20,000 (including summer school wages) as the single income for a family of five is far too much; I will be voting YES to the deal, unless the independently wealthy teachers out there who wish to continue the strike will pay my bills and mortgage for me.ReplyDelete Replies Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:14 PM I feel ya. Yes for meDelete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:18 AM Ed S. With all due respect (and I mean that), how did you lose $20,000 in the strike? Teachers were out 2 weeks (all out) before they were supposed to be in June, and now 3 weeks for the start of school? It is my understanding that teachers don't get paid through the summer months. Please correct me if I'm wrong, wherever I'm wrong. Shouldn't you have been financially alright for the summer months at least? Also all teachers knew this strike had a possibility of extending into the new school year but no one teacher budgeted for this possibility? I'm truly just trying to get a clear picture of where this all stems. NO disrespect intended.Delete BlairSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:12 AM Kelly, not Ed but if you look at the numbers there was the 10% lockout haircut in May/June plus the loss of most of June and the loss of much of September. In our 1 teacher (1 non) household we calculated a $9 K - $10 K loss so far. If you add summer school earnings you can easily make the loss in the $20 k zone. As for budgeting, we budget for the summer, but did not expect the 10% haircut, nor the loss of June/Sept days which completely messed our budgeting calculations. A very good friend (single teaching mother) was crushed by the loss of the June income and is without a penny today.Delete Mr. SmoothSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:35 PM The only one who didn't get a haircut was Jim Iker... and he needs one more than anyone else. What's with that over-coiffed 70"s mullet Jim? Does wonders for the BCTF brand image!Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:55 PM Jim's hair is not open for discussion in a respectful space like this. As for his salary, he is a teacher who does not get paid when we are on strike.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:04 PM Totally agree!Delete Reply Mr. GSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:24 PM If I thought they could do any better I would agree with voting NO, but you have to be realistic. The BCTF does not use professionals to bargain and always ends up with much less than they promise the membership when asking for a strike vote. While this is not a great deal for teachers, I really think you're fooling yourself if you think it'll get any better.ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:02 AM BCTF needs to be replaced with younger more adept representatives and advocates. Also, we should be hiring professional contract negotiators - you don't go into battle with cut throat corporate types with a wooden knife. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:37 PM This is BAD deal! Say NO to it and show those (expletives) that we will not take it anymore! Come on! Show them that teachers have a spine! They will respect us, oddly!Delete Reply retaSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:51 PM I agree with Richard. Those in the public that are uniformed would be furious, and there are many teachers who just can't afford to use their wages as their voice any longer - too much has already been donated to the government. In my opinion, the deal is pretty lame. I am sitting on the fence.ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:24 AM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:26 AM So true!!! I cannot afford to fight this battle for public education any longer. Why is this my personal and professional obligation??? However I think this deal is weak weak weak. I also think its the best we are going to get. Ideologically I'm on the fence but my wallet will vote YES.Delete Reply SirThinksToo MuchSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:54 PM My wife and I will be voting "Yes" on Thursday for it is the middle path. The easy path would have been for us to go back to school with E-80 & E-81 over our heads. The difficult path would be for us to vote "No" and put our mortgage at risk and having to continue asking retired parents for handouts to feed a family with three kids. The middle path is the wisest choice for us considering the current political climate in which those who do not teach are the quickest to judge it harshly.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:41 PM I understand that this is really tough for you! I almost died teaching a few month ago. I had to quit. Please consider holding on and say no. Remember the short loss in salary will be offset in the LONG-RUn by better salary increase. This is a joke! They will be laughing at you even more if we accept this. This is a very bad deal! However, I do respect your position!Delete Reply DaleSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:16 AM Why would classroom conditions be better on October 9th after being legislated back? We have been outplayed because of our stubborn refusal to outdated, tired old tactics. It is because of these actions that have led us to this terrible deal. Time to reset, regroup and stock up for the long haul. Can't do it if half the members commit hara kiri on themselves. We are a union of professionals not a cult. ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:49 AM Could not agree more.Delete schreck!September 17, 2014 at 9:44 AM Could you please advise which tactics you believe could have been used to secure a superior deal?Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:47 AM Full disclosure: I'm a BC Liberal supporter. The only people who would benefit from a NO vote are the BC Liberals. Teachers would be bargaining with no leverage whatsoever and would be viewed by a large segment of the population as unreasonable. The BC Liberals then get portray themselves as the only party capable of dealing with the BCTF. schreck! says that the BCTF has the government on the ropes, but he couldn't be farther from the truth. The government wants people to view the BCTF as their primary opponent. Disputes like this just shore up the BC Liberal base and protect its right flank. Any half-baked recall campaign will only reinforce that. It's true teachers aren't going to recoup the lost wages from the strike. I would suggest to you that that means this job action was probably not in teachers' interests, especially without any sort of appreciable strike fund. This is the best deal teachers were ever going to get with this government and people should have been able to recognize that in June. If you want my advice (which you probably don't), it would be to spend the next 5 years building up a strike fund, electing better leaders, and hiring a professional negotiating team. Don't bring a knife to a gunfight and expect things to go well. Focus on getting the best deal you can from whoever the government is rather than trying to change the government, the HST, Kinder Morgan or a thousand different issues that distract from education and erode the union's finances further. You'd be doing yourself a favour, and probably doing the NDP a favour at the same time. Also, if schreck! is David Schreck, you can thank his opposition to STV for the last two BC Liberal majorities. I know I do.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:11 PM One step would be to stop making political contributions to the NDP. This only contributes to the childish animosity and lack of trust that has constantly characterized negotiations. How else can the Socreds/Liberals view teachers except as enemies when they so publicly support their opponents. This stupid confrontational immature approach has to STOP!!!!! Education should not be a political fight when it is so obviously a valuable benefit to our society. It was an NDP government that legislated teachers back to work in 1993. Stop making education a political fight.Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:10 PM I don't think they have to go that far. CUPE and the Nurses still contribute to the NDP yet they don't have the same acrimonious relationship. CUPE and the Nurses just make their members their priority, and broader advocacy second.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:55 PM Ryan (possibly a Liberal paid commenter), with all due respect, I disagree with you. The cumulative increase in lieu of this will be better. Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can. I say to Iker, ask for 6% over 3 years because these people love to play the 15% over 15 year game to make it so big on the surface. Some people think that this is 15% every year. Believe me! I have seen it in comment sections. Others believe that the 15% is too high not understanding that they must divide things over the duration of the contract. It is time that we play it smarter. It is time to put the foot down and ask for money given to us by other unions, if it is needed. Banks can accept one late mortgage payment. It would be suicidal for them to not help. Imagine the possible damage if that ever leaks out. They could lose a lot in teacher money. I for one would pull my money out of a bank in support! Teachers are going to show this government that we have a spine! Enough is enough! Aren't you tired of being treated like kids? (Retired teacher who almost died in a car accident because of work conditions that were horrendous. I had to quit.)Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 AM Not paid by the BC Liberals. I pay them actually... :/ I imagine astroturfers of any affiliation wouldn't disclose their bias. "Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can." How did that work in May 2013? If the teachers reject a contract that their own union endorsed, it will make teachers seem unreasonable. Whether that perception is true or fair is irrelevant. It's what will happen, and teachers will be weaker as a result. Take my advice. Build up a strike fund and focus on the internal governance of the BCTF for the next 6 years. You'll be better off for it. Or not. I don't mind you or others making it easier for the party I support to get elected. I'd just rather not see kids and teachers hurt in the process.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:37 AM Ah! The "don't-hurt-kids" card, hey, when you have underfunded education for 12 years! WOW! That takes the cake! Are your trolling? Oh! You are serious? :) Would you be surprised if I don't follow your advice, considering your lack of logic? Would you be surprised if others don't follow your advice? It is ttue that bullies like you and your ilks love to show who is the boss, who is the teacher now! I suspect that is at the root of the problem! No one wants to fail in school! No one wants to get the strap! Sad that today's teachers don't like it too! But, who cares, we are ... teachers! We deserve it! BAH! BAH! BAH!Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:22 PM That's fine. I look forward to another 16 years of BC Liberal government.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:41 PM 16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate! Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan! Sociopaths do that!Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 9:35 AM "16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate!" 16 years of our opponents still don't understand why they lost. Like I said, that's fine with me. If I said the Liberals would be in power for at least another 13 years back in 2004 you probably would have laughed too. Heck, if I told you on May 13 last year that the BC Liberals would be reelected on May 14 you'd probably have laughed too. And you were wrong. Why is that? Answer that question if you want the NDP to win the next election. Without a correct answer to it, the NDP's cause is hopeless. "Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan!" You feel they are flawed, and that's fine. I don't go around calling people who disagree with me sociopaths, nor do I accuse them of being paid shills. But I also don't feel much need to address your ad hominems. There are logical arguments to support your position, but argumentum ad hominem is not one of them. It's a textbook logical fallacy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 1:15 PM Ah! Now I get it! It is all ego-based! You think because you voted the winning party that you are a winner and we are losers! You think because you predicted that the Liberals would win, you are winner. That does not make YOU a winner or the Liberals! It is called DEMOGRAPHICS, you expletives. The baby boomers are getting old and because they have more assets and won't make a whole lot more for too long, they need to vote a govn't who is going to do just that! It is not rocket science! WOW! You think you are so superior when your party stole an election with 47% of the popular vote. That's not a majority and your party should not have been elected. BTW, did you delete from your ethical memory the words Ethnic voting scandal? The field is slanted and you know it. However, you are so willing to minimize, forget the scams and bad fairplay tactics like a sociopath is allowed to minimize or ignore his or victims emotions that you don't see that you are the loser, we are the victim of your constant bullying. 1% wage increases after years of 0% increases and you can justify that when Yahoo reports that the average Canadian can hope to get 2.5% this and next year: https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html You Liberals behave like fascists, but we can't call you that because that's not allowed! Well! Guess what? It is and you are. Live with it! You keep on dreaming you are a genius! :) I am retired, getting soon a nice pension, and laughing at you from a beach somewhere! AHAHA! Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 2:14 PM What's with the name calling Peter? For someone claiming to be retired you really don't show the wisdom of age. For someone who talks about logic, you use logical fallacies like ad hominems a lot too. It's a fair point that the BC Liberals didn't get a majority of the vote (and I'm a very big supporter of electoral reform). The BC Liberals + Conservatives did though, and I don't think it's realistic to expect the BC Conservatives to have been more generous had they been part of government. Last time I checked I just voted. I didn't "victimize" anyone. Perhaps your rage is misplaced. If you think the election was "stolen" I'm afraid I have to question your grasp on reality though. "Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?" I'm glad you'll have a pleasant retirement Peter. I have no ill will towards you. I'm not sure why you think I do. I'm not saying people were *right* to vote BC Liberal. That's a matter of opinion. All I'm saying is people *did* vote BC Liberal. More voted BC Liberal than BC NDP for the last 5 elections in a row actually. You need to understand why that happened in order to change it for the next election. Clearly you're not interested in that though. Which is fair enough. Just remember next time you're upset about something the BC Liberals do that your lack of interest is part of why the BC Liberals get elected at all.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 3:23 PM I love your culture --or the lack of thereof! Guess what, stop thinking averybody is white and must follow your little rules. Namecalling? Sociopath? Whaaaat? And, what if you are? Still can't call you that? :) You fascist right-wingers are big on censorship! I just don't like you giving us lessons on how to get the NDP in. As stated, people are voting right of the NDP because it is a matter of demographics and a little ethnic vote buying on the side. The rest is mumbo jombo. Yes, of course, they will have to go on strike in the future and yes they will have to build a strike fund. The Liberals stole that from the BCTF too! And, you wonder why I don't have any respect for them? Yes, electoral reform is needed! We agree!Delete Reply JJ GeorgeSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:46 AM As a parent, I support the teachers and respect whether they choose to vote yes or no. However I noticed a discrepancy here from other information I've read regarding prep time for elementary teachers. Here it states minimal improvement to prep time - only 10 minutes per week being added. Elsewhere I read that it is 100 minutes per week for prep, increasing by an additional 10 minutes in the final year. That is a significant difference, and worth noting. Or have I completely misunderstood?ReplyDelete Replies Anne-MarieSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:59 AM Elementary teachers currently have 90 minutes of preparation time per week so an increase to 100 minutes per week is only gaining 10 minutes. In other provinces and some private schools they have as much as 45 minutes of prep time per day.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:56 PM Thank you for inquiring!Delete DW ZSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:57 PM You're right JJ George. There is a significant difference around the province regarding preparation times. In my district elementary teachers currently get 100 minutes of prep time. This new proposal is useless to me. I'll have to wait 6 years to gain an extra 10 minutes. Delete Reply UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:11 AM Almost nobody gets cost of living adjustments. Also inflation is NOT 2%. Do some research and look at the CPI for BC over the last 24 months. The average over the last 2 years is 0.7%, not 2%. The CPI changes every month so you cant just look at the highest month and declare that THE inflation rate. Check out the 12 month averages document for the actual numbers. http://www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/StatisticsBySubject/Economy/ConsumerPriceIndex.aspx All that being said I support the teachers. if you think this is a bad deal as a parent my dream would be for the teachers to vote no but continue bargaining because I do think the kids need to be in school and I do fear that the teachers will lose all support if the strike continues. All I ask as a parent is that you do your own research and try not to be swayed by all the opinions. ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:01 AM Inflation for August was 2.1% (http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/economy/cpi-report-expected-to-reveal-rise-in-canadas-core-inflation-rate/article20593943/). The CPI is a year-over-year calculation.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:43 AM Inflation should be looked at as a yearly average, not an individual month.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:34 PM The lawyers do not believe we have compromised our court deal. Our leadership would not have sold us out. We dodged a bullet. The Premier had something loaded even if we are not sure what it was. The idea that we could simply return to work is not guaranteed. I think a no vote could easily lead to the Liberals locking us out again because the Premier wants to crush us and she will use any excuse. She did not want to take the advice of her people and do this deal. I am certain a plan for drastic action (where we have to take the concessions they had planned) or worse - was in place. We can't guarantee the press will do any better job explaining the complexities should we say no. They rarely sided with us in markets outside of Vancouver where people are more political and they often misled or allowed others to mislead. They are not helping and would sensationalize. This would see dissolution of support very quickly - especially if we asked for wages. (Though admittedly it angers me that we can't ask for wages without being accused of being greedy when that is what most bargaining units do). But we have argued this is about kids and while this is not ideal - it is better to have teachers than not. The deal does suck in that it does not bring us to par - but this fight needs to be won with a strategy that is political and capacity will do that in another round. We have some support - but it is limited to the choir. We need to have the pews too. We need to build that capacity while working and continue to find allies because the fight is bigger than most people want to consider. This is about ideology and about privatization. Education always was political but never more so than now and we have to fight this party or the conservatives who would do the same or worse. No teacher who is responsible can ignore the politics any longer. That is simply the truth. If you work in the system you better get informed and you better be prepared to fight until retirement for the system. That said, I want to ask the same question others are asking: Why is this the job of 42,000 teachers and not the job of all citizens who want equality to fight for this right? It is time (while the conversation is still on-going and up to and including election night) for us to guide the public where we can but mainly play our part by not propping the system up. Make poverty known. Make noise about shortfalls, ask questions (in the media or in board offices ) about who is going to fix it instead of paying ourselves, volunteer some but wait for the pubic to step up so they see what schools lack. I hate the deal too. But I trust Vince Ready and Iker and I don't think we could have done better right now. I think we dodged a bullet because I have read everything this government has put out and followed the trail. They plan to privatize and they are just looking for the route. Voting YES for now does not mean we are giving up. It does not mean a win in the way we wanted but we have won a battle that will lead to us winning the war. If we don't rest up and stock up we might not get there.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:57 PM Well, if it is bigger than just this battle, then we will need ALL the unions to strike if they do indeed use drastic (draconian) measures. I say it is time for ALL of the unions to call a general strike. I guarantee that they will not like that one bit. What will they do then? Call the army? :) People in Europe, at the end of the 19th century stood up in mines. General strikes do occur in Europe and have. If you think you had it tough, think of them who stood tall for US in tougher times and conditions. Make sacrifices. Sell furniture. Tutor on the side. Ask for the BCTF money. Ask your banker to help. As friends and relatives. If we say NO, it won't last long. If they legislate us back, let's call a general province-wide strike of all unions. Delete Reply Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:47 AM Between CC's smug smile as she celebrates slaughtered teachers and Jim Iker's goofy grin - seemingly unaware that he has been a willing puppet, I am thoroughly disgusted. Over the next 5 years, teachers will be in an increasingly bad situation financially, classrooms will continue to be too large and complex with increasing medical, social and environmental issues impacting academic delivery. It could not be less obvious that things will continue to worsen. The Liberals have ensured that BC is rapidly becoming the Canadian Monaco for rich off shore interests and wealthy corporations. Soon the underpaid "workers" will have to be bussed in daily to Vancouver - Asian style. The only recourse is to move to just about any other province and bring in up to $100,000 more over the six years with much less cost of living. So we are bailing, encouraged by friends who have gotten positions in Manitoba and Alberta. My colleagues and I discovered through contacting several school boards across Canada that specialist (special needs and behavioural) and secondary science teachers are in particular demand. I want to work in a professional, respectful environment where the needs of all children are considered a priority and where I feel inspired to do my best. However, I want my vote to reflect the wishes of teachers who will be here over the next 6 (5) years, so very much appreciate your blog and opportunity to read the comments.ReplyDelete Bert SlaterSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:11 AM To vote YES will throw away 12 years of effort, and 2 victories in BC Supreme Court. To vote YES will be to snatch defeat from the jaws of victory. If you vote YES what bargaining power do you think you will have - the government will do nothing, and then what do you think you will do - take job action? PLEASE VOTE NO.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:59 PM Time to show you have a spine!Delete Reply RodSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:06 AM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Cool HandSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 AM Wouldn't a 'No' vote be a vote of no confidence in the BCTF itself?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:02 AM Not at all. It is just a message to the leadership we need to do better. The strength of the union is the members, and we support the leadership by giving them direction through democratic means.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:40 PM I disagree. How else can a recommendation by the EC to vote yes be interpreted? Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:00 PM I am sure people will interpret this both ways, but it is a vote. If it is supposed to be a "Yes", because it might be interpreted one way, then why bother having a vote?Delete Kate TSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:07 AM Yes , it would be. I don't think we could come out much better than this with this government. How will a No obtain that? Christy will be happy, she can declare the BCTF gone and roll out her plan to privatize. Delete Reply David DeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:06 AM A no vote would be a rejection of a the court victories defied by the government and an inadequate deal containing some vague promises that won't meet the needs of teachers or students on class size and other important issues.In Ontario elementary teachers get 200 minutes of prep time per 5 day cycle. I know there is financial hardship, but the union has received close to $2 million in donations from other unions; is there no way of accessing hardship funds? At minimum, vote no and return to work on work to rule with various strike options.ReplyDelete Erica JonesSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:25 AM This article actually makes me so mad. It is NOT better for the kids that they have missed almost all of june and all of september. This is what you signed up for in BC as a teacher. Get on board or GET OUT.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:20 PM Is this really what teachers signed up for? At my high school, each class has about 30 kids, with an average of 17 kids per classroom with an identified learning disability. Our district says that there should be no more than 4 kids per classroom.. How do you expect non-specialist teachers to help each student when over half of them require more resources because of a learning disability? Furthermore, are you generalizing the "better-ness" to all the kids in BC? Because I don't think that it would be better if kids went back considering the learning environment isn't up to par. There are barely any Education Assistants, and support teachers for the multitude of children who need them. While I recognize and appreciate your enthusiasm for education, please realize that the public school system isn't a daycare. Also, please think about your words and the learning environment prior to speaking out. By the way, we're not an autocracy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:08 PM I can understand your frustration! Understand mine! I almost died at 7:30 pm one night returning from teaching a FI split class with several students who did not get enough support or no support at all. The principal expressed to me that he expected me to teach 2 different social studies programs and 2 different science programs. ANYONE I talked to knows that this is impossible to do, especially in French Immersion when kids get no support at home and books are often too hard for students to read. I had to quit my job. I did it for me and did it for the kids. I was like a surgeon who is asked to operate on 5 patients with an old scalpel with 2 inexperienced nurses. Predictably, 4 patients would die and I would be reprimanded! Teachers are put in terrible conditions and kids too. I hope you have the openmind to consider the reality of this honest personal anecdote. I also wish you to understand that this is likely not an isolated incident. What will it take? A kid to commit suicide because he or she is not getitng enough support?Delete Reply hilarySeptember 17, 2014 at 10:29 AM It is incorrect to equate lost funding with what the teachers would have received in grievances. The two are not equivalent. The starting position of the BCTF was $225M, so they never expected $3B to resolve grievances. I'm also interested to know where you get your figures on overcrowded classrooms. A recent Globe and Mail article says that classrooms are, on average, smaller than the caps set in 2002.ReplyDelete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:36 AM The signing bonus should be roughly $2500 each: 105 million divided by 41 thousand.ReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:53 AM It is not that simple. The $105 million is to be allocated by the union. The term "signing bonus" has been crossed off on the signed document. Some of that money may be used to pay union debts. Don't know this but clarification would be useful.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:16 PM Just quoting from the CBC news website, "And finally there are details of $105-million fund to settle grievances stemming from the ongoing court case. The BCTF says that money will be given out as a signing bonus, with specific amount yet to be determined."Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:34 AM I think it would be smart to put at least part of it into your strike fund.Delete Reply WheelsSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:55 AM If the money is used as a signing bonus, it should be based on FTEReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:12 PM Yes I am sure it will be based on FTE. The question is how much of the $105 Million is actually distributed. This is up to the union, and I am told that it is yet to be decided.Delete GuruSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:44 PM And don't forget all the retired teachers who are entitled to a share of it.Delete Reply Geoff OrmeSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:18 PM In another discussion of this someone suggested that under BC Labour Law a no vote means rejection of the proposed deal, and that means the strike continues until either: - the union in question elects to stand down - another tentative deal is presented or - the government imposes a legislated contract. I think the last of these is the most likely, and I believe the legislated contract would be draconian and brutal. What do you think, Tara? Also, I would appreciate your thoughts on Sandy Garossino's comments at https://storify.com/Garossino/should-teachers-accept-the-contractReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:14 PM If this is so, in a few month (likely a couple of years), teachers will win so much more with a Supreme Court judgment! It is possible that the Liberals know that the higher courts are stacked by Liberal judges (that is what happen when judges are chosen, not elected). In any case, a negative settlement (or not a great judgment) will galvinize the public to reform the way the Supreme court judges are being chosen. I doubt that any govn't will want that to happen. A legislated contract will make the LIbs look like sociopaths and dictators.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:47 PM Peter I think you are expecting far too much from the public, many of whom are only paying attention to this matter due to kids being home from school. The public are not remotely this savvy on the political process.Delete Reply IslanderSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:09 PM I am a continuing education teacher. We have it even worse and we are not listened to enough about our poor conditions. Those include no prep time (and we do have to mark and do report cards many times a year sometimes and commonly for 30 students in a class), travelling to different schools with no compensation, and having next to no breaks in between 3 hour classes. I worked for two years with no lunch break and taught 6 hours straight (just 15 min. breaks) to be told, "don't complain since there are others who will do it". We then got 15 min. breaks in between classes. Most of our students are wealthy immigrants, many who try to stay in classes as long as possible since the classes are free. After spending a year in Germany, I realize how better organized it is where the immigrants pay to learn the language on a sliding scale, and have to pay for a student book as well for each class. We do not even have text books, but photocopy so much at tax payers' expense. This is not right. I then teach summer school since we were not on a 12 month continual salary and most of those students are also immigrants (at least 75%). This is also free and it is becoming so common and the new immigrants know this is free babysitting and tutoring. I think one main problem is that we have so many new immigrants in our classes who need ESL like this article states about our inclusion style of education nowadays: http://www.vancouversun.com/life/Shelley+Fralic+trouble+with+schools/10203596/story.html I am honored to be teaching and like my job, but it does get exhausting especially since I need two or three jobs to pay the mortgage that I now no longer have.. back to renting since it all I can afford in this city that has become so expensive. And many don't realize that it is very very difficult to get to full time work as a teacher here. There was a formula that made it take about 10 years to get to f/t (now finally changed). I have been without pay for 3 months, and now had to finally rent a place in anticipation of returning to work, so I have to vote "yes", but please keep the comments coming for what alternatives we have. Maybe we have to just educate the public in a better way than picketing; maybe get out and walk around malls and talk to people and hand out pamphlets on how this liberal government is hurting this. Most Asians (probably just the new who are from such a different system) are already against the teachers since they do not seem to understand what is going on. http://www.vancouversun.com/Business/asia-pacific/Chuck+Chiang+Many+Asian+families+place+blame/10202757/story.htmlReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:17 PM First of all, myn thoughts are with you! I think your ideas about using different strategies is smart. Picketing is not a very good strategy to let people know about things. I think using the membership to flood media comment sections would be more effective. Going to talk to the public might be a good idea along with this, I think. Phone the BCTF and ask for support.Delete Reply Marsha HolleySeptember 17, 2014 at 1:36 PM A teachers wife Vote no you have come to far to back down. It is a -----Y DEAL. ReplyDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:45 PM Ask yourself WHY teachers cannot get 1/2 of the average increase in salary of the private sector? (The Libs will tell you because there are sooooooo many teachers, but I also hear that there are provinces where there is a need for teachers!) TORONTO - A new study says that Canadians, on average, can expect about the same size salary increase next year as in 2014. Human resources consultants Pal Benefits says a survey of 401 organizations, mainly in Ontario, Alberta and British Columbia, projected salary increase for 2015 at an average of 2.79 per cent. That was almost unchanged from the 2.74 per cent average increase projected in last year's survey. Meanwhile, in addition to the average salary increase remaining relatively steady year over year, the survey found that the percentage of employers who plan to freeze salaries appears to have stabilized at eight per cent —in the same percentages as was projected in 2014. Breaking down the numbers further, the survey found the average salary increase anticipated in the engineering, financial services and high technology sectors was three per cent. That compared with an average of 2.5 per cent on the low end for organizations in durable manufacturing. https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.htmlReplyDelete "Mama Rose"September 17, 2014 at 9:12 PM I used to agree with you, Tara, and appreciate you bringing these items to your blog to get us all thinking. But after a very long night and day of research and discussion, I realize I will be voting yes tomorrow. Here is why: I don't care about salary or benefit increases. That is not why I went on strike. I don't care if this tentative deal is not good for teachers. That's not why I went on strike either. For me, the single most important issue is class size and composition. I want to work in a classroom where I have enough time and resources available to me to adequately help all the students I teach. And while it is true that this tentative deal will not change anything in the classrooms right now (or at least most of our classrooms), I realized that we couldn't actually make changes in that area because the issues of cs and c is before the courts. When I made that connection and realized that this round of bargaining was really about a "good enough" agreement regarding wages, then the deal seems, well... good enough. BUT, the best part, is the language the BCTF legal team made around the furture court decision (the re-opener). They have it in writing that if we win the court case (which is likely) and when we have to start bargaining class size and comp again (that is exactly what Justice Susan Griffin said we would have to do) we will be STARTING from the 2002 levels. To make this simple to understand, I explained it to my friends using a number line. With this new language, the BCTF starts the next round of bargaining at say a 50. The government will want us to go to 10 or 15, and we'll compromise and end up maybe 25. But WITHOUT that language, we would have started bargaining at a 10 and only gone down from there. So I do believe it is the best deal possible, it still factors in the biggest issue (from my perspective), we do not lose the important gains of the past, and most importantly, everyone gets to go back to school.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 PM Mam Rose, I appreciate your point of view and your courage. However, let me point out to you and the readers that a decision at the BC supreme court might not turn out the way teachers anticipate. We all know that judges are appointed and who does the appointing? "All justices of the BCSC (including the position of Chief Justice and Associate Chief Justice) are appointed by the federal cabinet, on recommendation of the Minister of Justice. Masters are appointed by the provincial cabinet, on recommendation of the Attorney General in consultation with the Chief Justice." (Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Supreme_Court_of_British_Columbia) Now, I would like to think that all of those people are objective, but they are appointed and we know that there are political appointments. They have a lot of discretion over the laws and judgments. I am willing to bet that the BC Liberals do know this and are betitng the farm (or do they know something we don't know) that the Supreme Courts are stacked against teachers? So, I am not sure if we can count on a WIN if we proceed with the court ruling. I think we would be better to negotiate and negotiate a better deal.Delete Reply retaSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:57 AM Yes...no...yes...no...The last two days have been this. I’ve read so many articles and comments over the past few months and, I can say, I have learned a lot. I know this is not a great deal for teachers right now. I will be voting yes. This is why… 1. The children. Without going into the multiple issues (e.g., grad, post secondary, trades, sports, global education/trips, planned activities, those with varying degrees of special needs, those that need a soft place to land, etc., etc.) the children need to get on with their education. 2. The parents. For many parents, this strike is a financial burden. We do not like to be called baby sitters, but for many living below the poverty line, school is a financial relief. Winter is coming; gas bills will be expensive. 3. Poverty. Remember, BC has the highest child poverty rate in Canada. Schools feed and clothe numerous children. 4. The other systems educators work collaboratively with. MFCD, CYMH, foster parents, group homes, and the multitude of non-profit agencies that support vulnerable children and families are bursting at the seams. We are a part of that team. 5. CUPE. While some have been paid during this strike, that money is coming from districts. It was not provided by the government. And, CUPE is a partner in education - from the bus drivers to the tech dept to custodians to secretaries to EAs and so on. 6. Small Businesses. In our little towns, the school district is the number one employer. There is a direct cause-effect relationship between loss of wage and loss of business. 7. Money. The amount of money that is needed to reverse the erosion of the public education system over numerous years cannot be recouped in one sitting. This agreement is a start. It’s not much but the stage has been set. 8. THE COURT CASE. That is why we were on strike. All the other stuff could have been resolved months ago, but our government was working hard to make the court case go away. Well, it still exists. I consider that the victory. We live to fight another day (as rhetorical as that sounds) AND I hope people actually read the ruling and think critically about how a loss could impact the future of the Charter of Rights, and the power of government to contravene those rights. I am guessing we will vote to ratify as so many fear “what’s next?” from this government. It’s nasty business, and I think legislation would be next. VALUING PUBLIC EDUCATION needs to come from a STRONG, CONSISTENT public voice. If we do ratify the agreement, and those in the profession and public think we've given up, we have not. We’ve been fighting for years. We just haven’t been heard… until now. ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:21 AM I understand your point of view, but sometimes you have to fight to get what you want. This is a VERY bad deal, considering: Other people get on average 2.5% salary increases last year and this year and the next and the rest of us get 1% and must feel happy if we do.? (https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html) THIS DEAL is a horrendously BAD deal for kids/parents as well, of course. We are going to continue to be humiliated and be the laughing stock of many people of this province. After a decade of paycuts, WOW, this is what they are willing to offer! WOW! WOW! WOW!Delete Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:30 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Reply Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:37 PM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:08 PM Let's cross our fingers! I think we need a general strike by all unions if CC legislates teachers back. It is time to put the foot down and tell her and the Liberals that, as in the movie Network,"I am mad as hell and I won't take it anymore!"Delete Reply Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 8:26 PM Needs help on some stats for an online debate Looking for the last 10 or 15 years of contractual salary increases in %. So, 1% for 2001, 0% for 2002,...ReplyDelete Children FirstSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:00 PM Well it's all done now. Really hope the teacher's can find another angle to deal with class size and composition as well as student funding. The government will make sure the coming court case never swings your way no matter what. 2nd most expensive place to live in the the world!!! Wonder why and where the money goes??? ReplyDelete AnonSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 PM I'm an outsider, but have followed closely this whole fiasco and this is a RAW deal. Your union hung you out to dry on this one - taking a really bad deal (clearly no one from the BCTF had rudimentary math skills in their toolbox) and then publicly encouraging to the media that teachers accept the deal....what choice did you have - a no vote would have outraged the public. I could go on and on, but the bottom line, in my opinion, is that your union better get some stronger leaders who are PR and technology savvy. Out with Iker and the rest of those who bargained on your behalf - they just got ......well , we know that happened. Whew, can't even believe how screwed you got, absolutely amazing - nothing meaningful gained in the big picture and only very minor gains for a small group of people, bigger losses for the majority.. Wow - I better stop now. Best of luck. Thanks for all you do for our children. ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ▼  September (9) Reflections on the BC Teacher Strike BC Teacher strike - Lessons learned Response to Sandy Garossino Will the Education Fund improve classroom conditio... Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Class composition: a human rights perspective Class size and composition - a short visual histor... Guest post - I WILL HOLD THE LINE Teachers - let your leadership know it is time to ... ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewTeachers.aspx?id=31848&printPage=true,BCTF > Students with special needs  	New teachers  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > New Teachers > New Teachers' Handbook > Table of Contents Students with special needs  One of the challenges teachers continue to deal with is how to meet the diverse needs of students in today’s classrooms. The BCTF supports the principles of equity and opportunity for all learners, and the concept of inclusion, while recognizing that inclusion may not be appropriate for all students some, or all, of the time. Careful planning is necessary for a student with special needs to be placed appropriately, and with the required resources available. The assessment of a student with special needs must be an ongoing process of consultation between the teacher or teachers, the parents, the administrative officer, paraprofessional personnel, and the student (where applicable). Most likely you will have one or more students with special needs in your class(es). You should expect to be consulted in planning for this student. An Individual Education Plan (IEP) must be prepared for each student with a designated category of special needs. The IEP documents the resources, goals/objectives, and strategies that are needed to help the student meet her/his full potential. The IEP is usually jointly written by the school-based team (SBT). Be clear about the resources and the help you will need in order to provide a successful experience for the child, and review progress at regular intervals. It is the classroom teacher’s responsibility to ensure that the IEP program is followed. Ask your staff rep for specific integration policies and procedures. Other sources of assistance are school-based resource teachers (learning assistance, special education teachers), district resource staff, consultants, your administrative officer, and community resource people. Often district workshops and/or in-service funds are available for classroom teachers to support them in this area. Resources  BCTF Teaching to Diversity web project   This website bctf.ca/IssuesInEducation.aspx?id=10564 is designed to provide access to information, resources, and contacts for teachers and all those who support the needs of learners in the BC public school system. The focus is on information relevant to meeting the needs of students who receive Special Education, Learning Assistance or ELL services but who are for the most part included in mainstream classrooms. We strongly recommend beginning teachers and teachers teaching on call visit this website, especially the resource inventory.  Ministry of Education publications   Through the Ministry of Education, there are a variety of resource materials to help classroom teachers understand and work with students who have special needs. They are as follows: Accessibility/Equipment/Facilities  Guidelines  Access to School Facilities  Access to Equipment Auditory Training Equipment (ATE) Cochlear Implantation Support  Provincial Resource Centre for the Visually Impaired (PRCVI) Braille Instructional Program (PRCVI) Special Education Technology-BC (SET-BC) Provincial Outreach Program for Deaf and Hard of Hearing   In-School Support for Special Needs Students  Acquired brain injury  Teaching Students with Acquired Brain Injury (PDF, 560 KB) Physical Disabilities/Chronic Health Impairments Instruction Support Planning Process (PDF, 75KB) Brochure: Teaching Kids with Concussion—A Guide for Classroom Teachers (PDF, 1.4MB) Card 1 (JPG, 348KB) Card 2 (JPG, 335KB)  Adaptations and modifications   A Guide to Adaptations and Modifications (PDF, 137KB) Guide concernant les adaptations et les modifications (PDF, 65KB)  Adjudications/Grade 12 exams   Handbook of Procedures—Guidelines (PDF, 1.79MB)  Assistive computer technology   Website: SET-BC   Attention deficit   Teaching Students with Attention-Deficit/Hyperactivity Disorder   Autism Spectrum Disorder  Guidelines Students with Autism Spectrum Disorder  Resource guides Autism Spectrum Disorder Instructional Support Planning Process (PDF, 77KB) Teaching Students with Autism (PDF, 1.56MB) Provincial Outreach for Autism and Related Disorders (ASD) Trouble du spectre de l’autisme, outil de planification du soutien pédagogique (PDF 341 KB)  Behaviour  Guidelines—Special needs categories  Resource guides Teaching Students with Learning and Behavioural Differences  Enseigner aux élèves ayant des difficultés d'apprentissage et de comportement (PDF, 1.01MB) Behaviour Intervention/Mental Illness Instructional Support Planning Process (PDF, 54KB) Intervention comportementale/santé mentale, outil de planification du soutien pédagogique (PDF 319KB)   Child abuse prevention  Ministry of Children and Family Development–Protecting Children   The B.C. Handbook for Action on Child Abuse and Neglect, for Service Providers (PDF, 802KB) Responding to Child Welfare Concerns, Your Role in Knowing When and What to Report (PDF, 205KB)   Children and youth in care   Ministry of Education/Ministry of Children and Family Development Joint Educational Planning and Support for Children and Youth in Care: Cross-Ministry Guidelines (PDF, 286KB) Planification Pédagogique Conjointe et Soutien pour les Enfants et les Jeunes pris en Charge : Lignes Directrices Interministérielles (PDF, 822KB) Extension Activity—Mapping Current and Future Practices (PDF, 32KB) Introduction to Joint Guidelines PowerPoint Presentation (PPT, 937KB) Useful Tips for Youth and Young Adults; A Guide to Independent Living (PDF, 3.66MB)   Deaf/Hard hearing—Auditory Training Equipment (ATE)   Guidelines Special Considerations for Individual Planning—Students who are Deaf or Hard of Hearing  Accessible School Facilities Planning & Access to Equipment  Provincial Education Review Committee for Deaf Students Brochure (PDF, 112KB)  Checklist for School Districts (PDF, 33KB) Terms of Reference (PDF, 29KB)   Resource Guide Students with Hearing Loss   Dependent/Multiple needs  Guidelines Special Needs Categories (see section E.6 Physically Dependent)  Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder (FASD)  Resource Guide Teaching Students with Fetal Alcohol Syndrome/Effects   Other Provincial Outreach Program for Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder   Gifted  Guidelines Special Considerations for Individual Planning—Students Who are Gifted   Resource guide Gifted Education   Individual Education Plan (IEP)  Guidelines IEP Planning for Students with Special Needs  Ministerial Order - Individual Education Plan (PDF 32KB)  Resource guides Individual Education Planning for Students with Special Needs  Parent’s Guide to Individual Education Planning - A BC School Superintendents' publication (PDF 272KB)             Intellectual disabilities  Guidelines Students with Intellectual Disabilities (see Section E.2)  Resource Guides Students With Intellectual Disabilities  Intellectual Disabilities Instructional Support Planning Process (PDF, 255KB) Déficiences intellectuelles, outil de planification du soutien pédagogique (PDF, 65KB)  Inter-Ministry protocols  Guidelines Policy  Inter-Ministerial Protocols for the Provision of Support Services to Schools (PDF, 20MB)  Learning disabilities  Guidelines Special Considerations for Individual Planning - Students with Learning Disabilities   Resource Guides Supporting Students with Learning Disabilities: A Guide for Teachers (PDF, 917KB) Teaching Students with Learning and Behavioural Differences  Learning Disabilities Instructional Support Planning Process (PDF, 48KB) Troubles d’apprentissage, outil de planification du soutien pédagogique (PDF 277KB) Mental health  Resource guides Teaching Students with Mental Health Disorders—Volume 1—Eating Disorders (PDF, 192KB) Enseigner aux élèves ayant des troubles mentaux—Volume 1—Troubles de l’alimentation (PDF, 425KB) Teaching Students with Mental Health Disorders—Volume 2—Depression (PDF, 224KB) Ministry of Children and Family Development—Preventing Youth Suicide  Schools as a Setting for Promoting Positive Mental Health: Better Practices and Perspectives (PDF, 2.28MB)  Occupational/Physiotherapy  Guidelines Special Considerations: Services—Physiotherapy/Occupational Therapy   Physical disabilities/Chronic health  Guidelines See Section E.8 Special Considerations for Individual Planning—Students with Physical Disabilities or chronic Health Impairments  Physical Disabilities/Chronic Health Impairments Instruction Support Planning Process (PDF, 75KB) Déficiences physiques/problèmes de santé chroniques, outil de planification du soutien pédagogique (PDF 319KB) Provincial resource programs  Guidelines Provincial Resource Programs   Sexual health  Resource Guides Responding to Children’s Problem Sexual Behaviour in Elementary Schools (PDF, 545KB) Comportements sexuels inconvenants chez les élèves de l'élémentaire (PDF, 5.64MB)  Special education  Guidelines Special Needs Student Ministerial Order (PDF, 16 KB) Special Education resource documents  Other  School Act—Ministerial Orders  British Columbia District Student Services Review Inquiry Process (PDF, 407KB)   Speech language pathology  Guidelines Special Considerations: Services—Speech-Language pathology (See Section D.4)  Students with diverse learning needs  Guidelines and Resources Awareness of Students with Diverse Learning Needs—Volume 1 Awareness of Students with Diverse Learning Needs—Volume 2 (PDF, 928KB) Sensibilisation aux besoins divers en matière d'apprentissage—Volumes 1 et 2 (PDF, 1.01MB) Diversity Framework (PDF, 671KB) Diversité dans les écoles de la Colombie-Britannique : Document-cadre (RB0172) (PDF, 342KB)  Teachers’ assistants  Report Roles and Responsibilities—Teachers’ Assistants (see page 10)  Transition planning  Guidelines Work Experience/Job Training (see Section G.24)   Inter-ministerial protocol Cross Ministry Transition Planning Protocol for Youth with Special Needs (PDF, 3.8MB) Resource guide Career/Life Transitions for Students with Diverse Needs (PDF, 688KB)  Visual  Guidelines Special Consideration for Individual Planning—Students with Visual Impairment (Section E.9)  La Dficience Visuelle (PDF, 155KB) Procedures For Accessing services—Provincial Resource Centre for the Visually Impaired (PRCVI)   Resource Guides Braille Correspondence Course Section (see H.2)  Students With Visual Impairments  Framework for Independent Travel—A Resource for Orientation and Mobility Instruction (PDF, 968KB) Provincial Resource Centre for the Visually Impaired   Many of these documents can be found online at: www.bced.gov.bc.ca/specialed/sped_res_docs.htm.  Ministry of Education special education services  Special Education Services: A Manual of Policies Procedures and Guidelines (September 2013) Diversity in BC Schools: A Framework (updated 2008) Policy framework  The Ministry of Education Special Education policy framework articulates the principle of inclusion. Inclusion supports equitable access to learning, achievement, and the pursuit of excellence—for all students—in all aspects of their educational programs. Rationale  The School Act articulates the purpose of the British Columbia school system: to enable all learners to develop their individual potential and to acquire the knowledge, skills, and attitudes needed to contribute to a healthy, democratic, and pluralistic society and a prosperous and sustainable economy. To achieve this purpose, the school system must strive to ensure that differences among learners do not impede their participation in school, their mastery of learning outcomes, or their ability to become contributing members of society. The school system is expected to promote values expressed in the Constitution Act, the Charter of Rights and Freedoms, the Official Languages Act, the Multiculturalism Act, the BC Human Rights Code, the Employment Equity Act and the School Act, respecting the rights of all individuals in accordance with the law. The school system therefore strives to create and maintain conditions that foster success for all students and that promote fair and equitable treatment for all. Legislation/regulations  Special needs Students Order M150/89:   2. (1) A board must ensure that a principal, vice principal or director of instruction offers to consult with a parent of a student with special needs regarding the placement of that student in an educational program.  (2) A board must provide a student with special needs with an educational program in a classroom where that student is integrated with other students who do not have special needs, unless the educational needs of the student with special needs or other students indicate that the educational program for the student with special needs should be provided otherwise.  Individual Education Plan Order M638/95: sets out the requirements for school boards to design and implement individual education plans for students with special needs Student Progress Report Order M191/94: describes reporting requirements for students who have special needs. Additional definitions  Student with special needs: a student who has a disability of an intellectual, physical, sensory, emotional, or behavioral nature, has a learning disability or has exceptional gifts or talents. Individual education plan (IEP): an individual education plan designed for a student that includes one or more of the following: learning outcomes that are different from, or in addition to, expected learning outcomes set out in the applicable educational program guide, a list of support services, a list of adapted materials, instruction, or assessment methods. Educational program guide: a document specified as an educational program guide in Ministerial Order 333/99, the Educational Program Guide Order (www.bced.gov.bc.ca/legislation/schoollaw/e/m333-99.pdf). Funding special needs policy   Policy statement   Students with special needs may require additional support and accommodations to enable them to access and participate in educational programs. The basic allocation, a standard amount of money provided per school age student enrolled in a school district, includes funds to support the learning needs of students who are identified as having learning disabilities, mild intellectual disabilities, students requiring moderate behaviour supports and students who are gifted. Additional supplementary funding recognizes the additional cost of providing programs for students with special needs in the following categories: dependent handicapped, deaf/blind, moderate to profound intellectual disabled, physically disabled/chronic health impaired, visually impaired, deaf/hard of hearing, autism spectrum disorder, and intensive behaviour interventions/serious mental illness. Rationale   In order to provide an inclusive education system in which students with special needs are fully participating members of a community of learners, additional support may be required by means of additional staff, specialized learning materials, physical accommodations or equipment, and assessments to enable them to meet their educational and social needs. Legislation/Regulations   Section 106.3 (5) of the School Act provides the legal authority for special needs funding. See also Ministerial Order M150/89, the Special Needs Students Order. Levels and categories:    Level 1   Level 2  Level 3  Dependent handicapped (A) Deaf/Blind (B) Moderate to profound Intellectual disabilities (C) Physically disabled or chronic health impairment (D) Visually impairment (E) Deaf or hard of hearing impairment (F) Autism Spectrum Disorder (G) Intensive behaviour Interventions or serious mental illness (H) The basic allocation provided for all students includes funds to support students with other special needs, including students with Mild Intellectual Disability, Learning Disability, Moderate Behaviour Support/Mental Illness, and students who are gifted. The Basic Allocation also includes funds to support Boards of Education in providing learning assistance, speech-language pathology services, hospital homebound services, and assessment services. A student with special needs may also be eligible to receive funding for Aboriginal Education or English as a Second Language if the requirements of these programs are also met. Students with special needs may be enrolled in Distributed Electronic Learning (DEL) programs. To qualify for funding, Boards of Education must adhere to program requirements and procedures as outlined in “Requirements and Guidelines for Students with Special Needs Taking and Distributed Learning Program.” Policy  Placement  A school board must ensure that a principal offers to consult with a parent of a child who has special needs regarding the student’s placement in an educational program. A school board must provide a student who has special needs with an educational program in a classroom where the student is integrated with other students who do not have special needs, unless the educational needs of the student with special needs or other students indicate that the educational program for the student with special needs should be provided otherwise. Planning  A school board must ensure that an IEP is designed for a student with special needs as soon as practical after the board identifies the student as having special needs, unless the student requires little or no adaptations to materials, instruction or assessment methods. the expected learning outcomes have not been modified. the student requires 25 or fewer hours of remedial instruction by someone other than the classroom teacher, in a school year. A school board must ensure that the IEP is reviewed at least once each school year, and where necessary, is revised or cancelled. A school board must offer the parent of the student, and where appropriate the student, the opportunity to be consulted about the preparation of the IEP. Note: The School Act [section 7(2)] requires a parent of a student to consult with the student’s teacher or an administrative officer about the student’s educational program, when requested to do so.  A school board must offer each student who has special needs learning activities in accordance with the IEP designed for that student. Reporting  Student progress reports for students with special needs should be provided on the same schedule as used for all students in the school. When necessary, additional informal reporting may include other procedures such as daily logs. Where a student with special needs is expected to achieve or surpass the learning outcomes, performance scales, letter grades and regular reporting procedures will be used to indicate progress. Where it is determined that a student with special needs is not capable of achieving the learning outcomes of provincial or board/authority authorized curriculum, and substantial course or program modification is necessary, specific individual goals and objectives will be established for the student in his or her IEP. Performance scales, letter grades, and structured written comments may be used to report the level of the student’s success in achieving these modified goals and objectives. It may not be appropriate to provide letter grades to all students with special needs. Considering the potential impact on the student, whether or not to use letter grades should be made in consultation with the school-based team. Where a professional support person other than the classroom teacher is responsible for providing some portion of the student's educational program (e.g., speech pathologist, orientation, and mobility instructors), those persons should provide written reports on the student's progress for inclusion with the report of the classroom teacher. Grades on reports to parents should identify whether courses have been modified, although adaptations (e.g., oral exam) need not be identified. With written consent, such information should be communicated to post-secondary institutions or community agencies providing adult services in a manner consistent with legislation affecting freedom of information and protection of privacy. Reference: Ministerial Order 191/94, the Student Progress Report Order  Procedures  An Individual Education Plan (IEP) is a documented plan developed for a student with special needs that describes individualized goals, adaptations, modifications, the services to be provided, and includes measures for tracking achievement. An IEP must have one or more of the following: the goals or outcomes set for that student for that school year where they are different from the learning outcomes set out in an applicable educational program guide a list of the support services required to achieve goals established for the student a list of the adaptations to educational materials, instructional strategies or assessment methods. An IEP should also include the following: the present levels of educational performance of the student the setting where the educational program is to be provided the names of all personnel who will be providing the educational program and the support services for the student during the school year the period of time and process for review of the IEP evidence of evaluation or review, which could include revisions made to the plan and the tracking of achievement in relation to goals plans for the next transition point in the student’s education (including transitions beyond school completion). References  www.bced.gov.bc.ca/diversity/diversity_framework.pdf  Special Education Services: A Manual of Policies, Procedures and Guidelines (September 2013)  Individual Education Planning for Students with Special Needs: A Resource Guide to Support Teachers (2009)    Parents’ Guide to Individual Education Planning  Contact  If you have any questions relating to this policy, please contact the Diversity and Equity Unit at EDUC.DiversityandEquity@gov.bc.ca. Special Education References  Special Education Services: A Manual of Policies, Procedures and Guidelines  Every Principal’s Guide to Special Education in British Columbia  Roles and Responsibilities of Teachers and Teacher Assistants: A BCTF/CUPE Joint Paper  Useful websites for additional information and resources  Special Education resource documents from the Ministry. Includes instructional planning tools for ASD, PDCH, Behaviour  Teaching to Diversity website. Of particular note, the Resource Inventory page Provincial Outreach Program for Autism Spectrum Disorders  Provincial Integration Support Program  Provincial Outreach Program for Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder  Special Education Technology—BC  CEC New Teachers Blog: Reality 101 for New Teachers—Resources, information and current issues discussions  Center for Applied Special Technology. Includes UDL resources and Lesson builders )
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(20141007,itunes.apple.com,https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/huffington/id517151550?mt=8,Huffington on the App Store on iTunes Menu Apple Apple Store Mac iPhone Watch iPad iPod iTunes Support Search apple.com Search apple.com Reset Search apple.com Overview Features iTunes Charts Opening the iTunes Store.If iTunes doesn't open, click the iTunes application icon in your Dock or on your Windows desktop.Progress Indicator iTunes iTunes is the world's easiest way to organize and add to your digital media collection. We are unable to find iTunes on your computer. To download the free app Huffington by HuffingtonPost.com, get iTunes now. Already have iTunes? Click I Have iTunes to open it now. iTunes for Mac + PC Huffington By HuffingtonPost.com View More by This Developer Open iTunes to buy and download apps. Description The Best of HuffPost. Weekly. Huffington weekly magazine represents the very best of The Huffington Post with exclusive content not on the site -- delivered to your tablet each week in a lush, vivid, feature-driven magazine format. Incorporating infographics, photography, sophisticated narratives, commenting and other ways to engage with the Huffington community, the magazine embroiders your experience with humor, cutting-edge sensibility and, of course, attitude. If you enjoy The Huffington Post web site but don't have time during the week to absorb everything it offers -- especially engrossing feature work on politics, business, culture, entertainment and other topics -- then please download Huffington and spend your weekend getting caught up and getting ahead. KEY FEATURES • FREE weekly, curated and exclusive content from The Huffington Post • Share Huffington content via Twitter, Facebook and Email • Download Huffington Issues and read them offline • Navigate between Huffington articles via swipe or in the convenient Article Viewer • Find specific Huffington pages via the Issue Page Viewer • Browse Huffington Issues via the Bookshelf or Cover View Download Huffington for FREE to your iPad. Huffington decided to offer the app free to all of its subscribers. If you are a paying subscriber please contact Apple for a full refund: http://www.apple.com/support/itunes Huffington SupportApplication License Agreement What's New in Version 2.0.3 Universal App Screenshots iPhone iPad Customer Reviews No automatic downloading?       by areviewer77 I thought the entire point of having a Newsstand version of Huffington post is that it would let me know when interesting new content is available. Instead, I have to open up the app just to check if there is anything new available. As of writing, the App Store icon is an issue behind. There is also an option to "subscribe," but I don't have any idea what it does. I've "subscribed" six times already, logging into iTunes and giving the app my personal info, yet nothing has happened. That was weeks ago. There is a case to be made for repackaging web content as a newspaper, but this app isn't the one to make it. Not working       by Blogas What can I say besides it doesn't work any more. Last issue was June 29. Deleted and reinstalled, same results. It also stopped sending notices a few months back. Too bad because I liked the issues. They should do a story on all the crappy technology that is out there. Why'd you break the app?       by RogueStar I used your app daily since its inception. I tried opening it today, and it just disappeared. I reinstalled and discovered the format was completely different and a navigation nightmare. Sorry you did this, I can't read your site anymore. Customers Also Bought The Week Magazine US News View In iTunes Bloomberg Businessweek+ News View In iTunes The Wall Street Journal. News View In iTunes DISCOVER Magazine News View In iTunes Al Jazeera English Magazine News View In iTunes View In iTunes This app is designed for both iPhone and iPad Free Category: News Updated: Jun 30, 2014 Version: 2.0.3 Size: 17.8 MB Language: English Seller: The Huffington Post © AOL Inc. Rated 12+ for the following: Infrequent/Mild Horror/Fear Themes Infrequent/Mild Profanity or Crude Humor Infrequent/Mild Mature/Suggestive Themes Infrequent/Mild Sexual Content and Nudity Infrequent/Mild Cartoon or Fantasy Violence Infrequent/Mild Alcohol, Tobacco, or Drug Use or References Compatibility: Requires iOS 6.0 or later. Compatible with iPhone, iPad, and iPod touch. This app is optimized for iPhone 5. Customer Ratings Current Version:      58 Ratings All Versions:      4513 Ratings Top In-App Purchases Issue 2$0.99 Issue 3$0.99 Issue 5$0.99 Issue 4$0.99 Issue 6$0.99 More by HuffingtonPost.com The Huffington Post View In iTunes HuffPost Live View In iTunes GPS for the Soul View In iTunes Discover and share new apps. Follow us on @AppStore. Discover and share new music, movies, TV, books, and more. Follow us @iTunes and discover new iTunes Radio Stations and the music we love. Home iTunes iTunes Download iTunes Features iTunes Charts More iTunes Digital Music Basics iTunes Gifts iTunes U iPod + iTunes Support AirPlay Accessibility Working with iTunes Overview Sell Your Content Enhance Your Content Market with iTunes Link to iTunes iTunes Store Browse iTunes Store Browse App Store Buy Music Now Buy iTunes Gift Cards Redeem iTunes Gift Cards iTunes Corporate Sales Free Single of the Week Shop the Apple Online Store (1-800-MY-APPLE), visit an Apple Retail Store, or find a reseller. Apple Info Site Map Hot News RSS Feeds Contact Us Copyright © 2014 Apple Inc. All rights reserved. Terms of Use Privacy Policy)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "October is #FosterFamilyMonth. Thank you #BC for opening your homes and hearts to more than 5,900 children and youth." @John_Yap - 11:14pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media last tweet "" @ - 12:00am Follow @ last post "" facebook/ - Jan 1st Like Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=28151&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 25, Number 2, October 2012   Struggles in teaching a second language: Commonalities between Peru and BC  By Karen Andrews   This summer, I spent two-and-a-half weeks teaching with the BCTF Peru Project, an initiative that is in its fifth year of supporting international solidarity with the Peruvian teachers’ union, SUTEP. My assignment was to provide professional development on English language methodology and English conversational workshops to my Peruvian colleagues. During my workshops, I had lengthy discussions with numerous Peruvian English language teachers from different parts of the country. It is from these discussions that I discovered that we have many issues in common. In Peru, like in British Columbia, teachers can specialize in second-language teaching and are passionate about sharing their love of languages with their students. And, much like BC’s language teachers, they have frustrations and face struggles in their ability to impart their passion. We share these struggles. The Peruvian teachers shared with me their concerns about students who have poor attendance due to family obligations, such as having to look after a younger sibling or going to work. They described how students arrive to school hungry and unable to concentrate. In addition, they told me that Aboriginal students in the more remote areas of Peru are struggling to learn Spanish as their second language—without support—and they are also expected to learn English as a foreign language. Like many of the students in BC, students in Peru see no reason to learn a second language. They come to class unmotivated; however, unlike teachers in BC, Peruvian teachers do not have access to the technology that we do to engage our students. DVD players, computers, internet access, and smart boards are supports that these teachers can only dream about using in their schools and classrooms. Instead, they are limited to a government-mandated textbook with a curriculum that is grammar-based, with an emphasis on reading and writing. But, with as many as 40 students in a high school class, the communicative approach would be challenging for our Peruvian counterparts, and they questioned how they would implement some of the newly learned methodology strategies in their classrooms. Although my workshops couldn’t offer solutions to all their concerns, the Peruvian teachers were very grateful to have the opportunity to acquire some strategies that they could implement. Professional development is virtually a foreign concept for our Peruvian colleagues, as their school administration mandates in-service for its teachers. There are few opportunities for them to participate in second-language methodology workshops and those that they might attend are very expensive. They were intrigued to learn that the union could play a role in offering professional development opportunities for teachers. Some were resolved to set up a network of English-language teachers, with the help of SUTEP, in an effort to continue to support one another’s professional growth and development. Participating in the BCTF Peru International Solidarity Project renewed my passion to teach languages but also made me realize that in BC we struggle with many of the same issues that Peruvian teachers face a continent away. As teachers, we want our students to have the conditions that they need and deserve, for learning a second language. It was clear that we have the same resolve in making public education a priority for our governments. Karen Andrews, French immersion teacher, Terrace   )
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11016,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2002 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 14, Number 7, May/June 2002 Never ask a teacher by Don Smith What would teachers know about education? Most educators spend only four to seven years at the university level preparing themselves for a career in teaching, so how are they qualified to comprehend what is best for children? All the "hands on" experience in the classroom, responding to the multiple needs of at least 25 individuals, couldn’t possibly equip teachers to provide important input into educational policies and system guidelines. Countless workshops, staff meetings, and a few professional development days could never bring the status of the lowly teacher up to the level of authorship of educational philosophy nor promoter of policy changes or innovations. How could teachers possibly understand the overall educational concerns of parents, even if they have children of their own? Instead, it is much more important to promote public input through increased control over all things educational. After all, most parents attended school at one time or another, giving them a special expertise in the field. Most persons can quite easily recall experiences with ineffective teachers, for whom they had little respect, using remote examples while tarnishing the whole profession. Like any other field, there will always be less than satisfactory individuals who do affect general standards. We’ve all experienced such persons and sadly regretted that they were ever given a professional certificate. However, most public critics would admit that the "misfits" do not represent the majority of classroom practitioners. On the contrary, it would he more helpful to cite those special members of the profession who, through much patience and dedication, made such an impact on children. Have parents never been encouraged to be part of the educational process? Statements emanating from the Ministry of Education suggest that parents have had little or no input into their children’s scholastic program. One wonders whether anyone remembers the PTA, the Parents’ Consultative Committee, or parents’ advisory group designed to encourage parental participation in the workings of each school. In addition, parent teacher conferences, during each reporting session, always took place, as well as extraordinary home/school meetings as required. School-based team meetings often included parental input. Even the promotion of administrative candidates included input from community representatives. The periodic, year-long, school assessment process adhered to provincial guidelines by which all programs were examined and reviewed by staffs, overseen by an outside team of other district professionals. Part of the resulting, year-end-action statements included compiled questionnaire results that were completed by most parents. Far superior to teachers and elected district representatives is the current provincial minister of education, who is blessed with the rare ability, shortly after attaining office, to fully appraise the overall system and make major declarations about its weaknesses and needs. As a new parent she has the vision for a new process that includes more parental input and control as well as major funding formula changes that will put impossible demands upon systems and district boards. Besides tearing up contracts in which improved pupil-teacher ratios have been established and specialist staffing requirements have been supported, she has refused to cover the imposed teacher salary increases. Why would we trust teachers to assess school/ student achievement? The Fraser Institute’s provincial assessment of all schools, based upon government examinations, is surely an incomplete indicator of institutional program success. Not surprising, the highest results coincide with socio-economic circumstances. The more affluent the school community, the more likely that the exam results will be superior. Could the results have anything to do with the fact that the majority of parents in such areas enjoy a higher level of education and often provide a very positive learning environment? Would a modern home with all conveniences, ample space, reference material, and computer access make it any more desirable as a learning atmosphere as opposed to an overcrowded household with limited or no access to such benefits? Schools with lower test results often include a large percentage of children among whom English is a second language. Other factors include part-time work, transience, health issues, family break-up, and poverty and urban decay. In addition to publishing what seems obvious, is the problem of the labelling of "underperforming" schools, which affects staff and student morale. Are governmental tests so all-encompassing and inclusive that they illustrate the most important criteria by which school effectiveness can be gauged? Perhaps successful programs, as defined by examination results, are merely institutions that create superior test writers. To what extent do such devices measure the overall development and growth of each individual? Tests can indeed play an important part in the educational process, providing one guide by which the successful learning of concepts can be measured. However, such devices need not be the only criteria of academic success. Frequent topical tests, oral contributions, and research projects can often establish important proof of academic growth. In addition, attentive instructors can quite readily make valid, subjective assessments about individuals based upon the regular classroom performance of their charges. Why not ask a teacher? If the educational system has enough faith in its professional teachers to assign them such a major role in the everyday lives of our children, perhaps their voices should be heeded more readily when it comes to establishing system policy and philosophy. Why ask the teacher? Who better would understand what may be best for children in terms of a sound and purposeful education? Neither elected representatives nor conservative organizations such as the Fraser Institute have the answers. Don Smith is a retired Vancouver teacher and administrator. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=12222,BCTF News Releases  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources   For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development News Release Archives 2014  2013  2012    2011 2010  2009  2008 2007  2006  Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2007 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE March 27, 2007 Liberals propose unnecessary action against teachers The BC Teachers' Federation (BCTF) says legislative changes introduced today to the Teaching Profession Act and the School Act are unnecessary and President Jinny Sims says the BC Liberals should give teachers the tools they need to do their job, instead of making them a target.  "Once again, this government has taken action that detracts from teaching and learning conditions in our classrooms," says Sims. "To give the general public access to a teacher's disciplinary record is a thoughtless act.  Giving students online access to their teacher's disciplinary history will do nothing to improve classroom conditions and in fact, could be detrimental to the work teachers do."  Sims points out that such a registry is contrary to the positions of the College of Teachers and the BCTF in earlier discussions about these registries.  Teachers fully understand, however, the need for employers to access the employment records of future or current employees.  The minister's promise to try to establish a national registry will likely go nowhere, says Sims, "it's already been tried by a previous government. But there was no appetite from the other provinces." The BCTF says the government has added yet another layer of bureaucracy on a system that is already overburdened with government constrictions, conditions, and paperwork. "The government wants to give superintendents more authority and obligation," Sims says.  "It is also giving the minister expanded authority to ride roughshod over superintendents by appointing a special advisor if they fail to follow government directives.  The government is undermining BC's democratically elected school boards, and setting the stage for the privatization of the public education system."  -  30  - For more information, contact Yvonne Eamor, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell). Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/CTVNews?lang=ko,CTV News(@CTVNews) 님 | 트위터 트위터 검색어 트위터 검색하기 저장된 검색어 삭제 인증된 계정 @ 추천 사용자 인증된 계정 @ 인증된 계정 @ 언어: 한국어 繁體中文 日本語 简体中文 Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 이미 트위터에 가입하셨나요? 로그인 트위터에 처음이세요? 지금 가입하세요 » 로그인 전화, 이메일 또는 사용자 아이디 비밀번호 로그인 ID 저장 비밀번호 찾기 문자 메시지로 이미 트위터를 사용 중인가요? CTV News 인증된 계정 @CTVNews 트윗 49,230 사진/동영상 3,248 팔로잉 338 팔로워 161,510 관심글 8   더 보기 관심글 리스트 @CTVNews 님 언뮤트하기 @CTVNews 뮤트 팔로우 팔로잉 언팔로우 차단됨 차단 해제 대기 중 취소 CTV News인증된 계정 @CTVNews Tweeting breaking news from CTVNews.ca in the CTV National newsroom. RTs do not constitute endorsement of views. ctvnews.ca 가입일: 2010년 10월 사진 및 동영상 3,248개 트윗 트윗 트윗과 답글 CTV News @CTVNews  ·  4분 4분전 You Have Mail: Private company seeks to continue door-to-door delivery http://ow.ly/ClObI  요약 보기 답글하기 답글 0개 리트윗 리트윗함 리트윗 0개 관심글 담기 관심글 관심글 0개 더 보기 트윗 담아가기 CTV News @CTVNews  ·  1시간 1시간전 B.C. 'Pastafarian' loses driver's licence over holy colander hat http://ow.ly/ClG0b  요약 보기 답글하기 답글 0개 리트윗 리트윗함 리트윗 8개 8 관심글 담기 관심글 관심글 3개 3 더 보기 트윗 담아가기 CTV News @CTVNews  ·  2시간 2시간전 UPDATE: Two dead after daytime Toronto shooting; 3 suspects still at large http://ow.ly/CluAj  요약 보기 답글하기 답글 0개 리트윗 리트윗함 리트윗 5개 5 관심글 담기 관심글 관심글 2개 2 더 보기 트윗 담아가기 CTV News @CTVNews  ·  3시간 2시간전 Mountie shoots, injures man armed with possible gun at Alberta RCMP detachment http://ow.ly/ClsxJ  요약 보기 답글하기 답글 0개 리트윗 리트윗함 리트윗 4개 4 관심글 담기 관심글 관심글 1개 1 더 보기 트윗 담아가기 CTV News @CTVNews  ·  3시간 2시간전 Police don't know when Luka Magnotta and Jun Lin first met, trial hears http://ow.ly/ClpL7  요약 보기 답글하기 답글 0개 리트윗 리트윗함 리트윗 2개 2 관심글 담기 관심글 관심글 2개 2 더 보기 트윗 담아가기 CTV News @CTVNews  ·  4시간 3시간전 UPDATED: One in custody, 3 suspects at large after #Toronto shooting http://ow.ly/Clirv  요약 보기 답글하기 답글 0개 리트윗 리트윗함 리트윗 10개 10 관심글 담기 관심글 관심글 3개 3 더 보기 트윗 담아가기 CTV News @CTVNews  ·  4시간 3시간전 Canadians with Manitoba ties shot dead in Honduras http://ow.ly/ClhKy  요약 보기 답글하기 답글 0개 리트윗 리트윗함 리트윗 4개 4 관심글 담기 관심글 관심글 3개 3 더 보기 트윗 담아가기 CTV News @CTVNews  ·  4시간 3시간전 Food for thought: Chickens four times bigger than they used to be: study http://ow.ly/Clgyq  pic.twitter.com/wSOIbtI9ue 사진과 동영상 더 보기 답글하기 답글 0개 리트윗 리트윗함 리트윗 66개 66 관심글 담기 관심글 관심글 28개 28 더 보기 트윗 담아가기 CTV News @CTVNews  ·  4시간 3시간전 #Ebola: How long can it live on a surface? http://ow.ly/Clgi0  답글하기 답글 0개 리트윗 리트윗함 리트윗 9개 9 관심글 담기 관심글 관심글 2개 2 더 보기 트윗 담아가기 CTV News @CTVNews  ·  4시간 4시간전 RT @CTVToronto: DEVELOPING: 1 dead, one in critical condition, 4 schools in hold-and secure after Etobicoke shooting: http://ow.ly/ClaB6  요약 보기 답글하기 답글 0개 리트윗 리트윗함 리트윗 13개 13 관심글 담기 관심글 관심글 3개 3 더 보기 트윗 담아가기 CTV News @CTVNews  ·  5시간 4시간전 UPDATED: MPs debate Canada's combat mission in Iraq http://ow.ly/Cl6kI  #cdnpoli 요약 보기 답글하기 답글 0개 리트윗 리트윗함 리트윗 4개 4 관심글 담기 관심글 관심글 2개 2 더 보기 트윗 담아가기 CTV News @CTVNews  ·  5시간 5시간전 Romantic hot air balloon ride ends with emergency landing http://ow.ly/Cl29j  pic.twitter.com/B4Z3SaXmRs 사진과 동영상 더 보기 답글하기 답글 0개 리트윗 리트윗함 리트윗 7개 7 관심글 담기 관심글 관심글 7개 7 더 보기 트윗 담아가기 CTV News @CTVNews  ·  6시간 5시간전 Library engraves wrong Latin motto: 'We confirm all things twice' http://ow.ly/CkUrF  #irony 요약 보기 답글하기 답글 0개 리트윗 리트윗함 리트윗 3개 3 관심글 담기 관심글 관심글 1개 1 더 보기 트윗 담아가기 CTV News @CTVNews  ·  6시간 5시간전 Toews, Bezmogis make #Giller Prize short list http://ow.ly/CkTUi  요약 보기 답글하기 답글 0개 리트윗 리트윗함 리트윗 0개 관심글 담기 관심글 관심글 0개 더 보기 트윗 담아가기 CTV News @CTVNews  ·  6시간 6시간전 RT @LisaLaFlammeCTV: Happening now: MPs debate Canada's fight against ISIS [live video & text stream] http://ow.ly/CkQYe  #cdnpoli 요약 보기 답글하기 답글 0개 리트윗 리트윗함 리트윗 1개 1 관심글 담기 관심글 관심글 1개 1 더 보기 트윗 담아가기 CTV News @CTVNews  ·  6시간 6시간전 Follow along for live updates as Canada's role in the fight against #ISIS is debated. http://ow.ly/CkPc5  #cdnpoli 요약 보기 답글하기 답글 0개 리트윗 리트윗함 리트윗 2개 2 관심글 담기 관심글 관심글 2개 2 더 보기 트윗 담아가기 CTV News @CTVNews  ·  6시간 6시간전 RT @CTV_AvisFavaro: #Nobel prize winner studied in Canada at @McGillU http://publications.mcgill.ca/reporter/2014/10/mcgill-grad-john-okeefe-wins-nobel-prize-in-medicine/ … 답글하기 답글 0개 리트윗 리트윗함 리트윗 2개 2 관심글 담기 관심글 관심글 2개 2 더 보기 트윗 담아가기 CTV News @CTVNews  ·  7시간 6시간전 Meet Clement Gascon, the unvetted Quebec judge joining the #SCC http://ow.ly/CkEBE  pic.twitter.com/HiCnRHutaR 사진과 동영상 더 보기 답글하기 답글 0개 리트윗 리트윗함 리트윗 0개 관심글 담기 관심글 관심글 0개 더 보기 트윗 담아가기 CTV News @CTVNews  ·  7시간 6시간전 UPDATED: Postmedia announces $316M 'strategic acquisition' of Quebecor's English papers http://ow.ly/CkEfg  요약 보기 답글하기 답글 0개 리트윗 리트윗함 리트윗 3개 3 관심글 담기 관심글 관심글 1개 1 더 보기 트윗 담아가기 CTV News @CTVNews  ·  7시간 6시간전 Video game playing now scholarship worthy, school says http://ow.ly/CkEaR  pic.twitter.com/90IXX1Ypts 사진과 동영상 더 보기 답글하기 답글 0개 리트윗 리트윗함 리트윗 9개 9 관심글 담기 관심글 관심글 7개 7 더 보기 트윗 담아가기 트위터에 트래픽이 과열되었거나 일시적인 문제가 발생하였습니다. 다시 시도 자세한 내용은 트위터 시스템 현황을 참고하세요. 닫기 CTV News 님이 팔로우함 CTV News 님의 최신 소식을 놓치지 마세요 · 변경하기 © 2014 Twitter 회사소개 고객지원 광고 정보 닫기 실시간 트렌드 나만을 위한 트렌드 관심 분야 트렌드를 손쉽게 파악할 수 있습니다. 나의 위치정보와 팔로우 목록을 바탕으로 한 맞춤형 트렌드를 경험해보세요. 변경하기 맞춤형 트렌드 유지하기 전 세계 트렌드 보기 완료 숨기기 닫기 이전 다음 닫기 프로필 보기 저장된 검색어 삭제 인증된 계정 @ 추천 사용자 인증된 계정 @ 인증된 계정 @ 닫기 팔로워들에게 리트윗할까요? 취소 리트윗 닫기 정말 이 트윗을 삭제하시겠습니까? 취소 지우기 닫기 차단하기 취소 차단하기 트윗에 위치 정보 포함하기 트윗에 포함된 위치정보는 트위터에 저장됩니다. 트윗을 보낼 때마다 위치정보 활성화 여부를 선택할 수 있으며, 언제든지 위치 기록을 삭제할 수 있습니다. 자세히 보기 위치 기능 켜기 나중에 위치정보 끄기 닫기 프로필 요약 닫기 내 리스트 닫기 리스트 만들기 리스트 이름 설명 100자 미만, 선택 입력사항 프라이버시 공개 · 이 리스트는 누구나 팔로우할 수 있습니다 비공개 · 이 리스트는 나만 볼 수 있습니다 리스트 저장 닫기 닫기 트윗 담아가기 아래 코드를 복사해서 원하시는 웹사이트에 트윗을 담아가세요. 자세한 사항은 트윗 담아가기 도움말에서 확인하실 수 있습니다. 서버에 접속하는 도중 문제가 발생했습니다. 다시 시도해주세요 기존 트윗 포함하기 미디어를 포함 미리보기 닫기 트위터 가입하기 아직 트위터 아이디가 없나요? 지금 가입해서, 친구나 관심분야에 일어나는 일들을 실시간으로 업데이트 받으세요. 이미 트위터에 가입하셨나요? 로그인 » 닫기 트위터 SMS 번호: 국가 국가 코드 For customers of 미국 40404 (모두) 캐나다 21212 (모두) 영국 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 브라질 40404 Nextel, TIM 아이티 40404 Digicel, Voila 아일랜드 51210 Vodafone, O2 인도 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance 인도네시아 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata 이탈리아 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » 다른 국가의 단축번호 보기 닫기 확인)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9362,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 19, Number 2, October 2006 President's message There are so many issues facing us as teachers every day in the classroom and we have only begun to put our collective energies into setting things right. Early indications on the implementation of Bill 33 class-size and class-composition changes are mixed. There are definite improvements in some schools and districts, while in others we need to wait until the data is available by early November to make a reasonable assessment. Bill 33 is a baby step. What is interesting, is the feedback from many teachers that they are being consulted about class size and composition for the first time since we lost those provisions in our collective agreement. I and other representatives of the BCTF met with the Minister of Education on October 4. The minister appeared to want to include us in discussions of major education policy issues. It will be a challenge to have that happen because the BCTF, as the representatives of teachers, has been effectively excluded from the important role we should play in giving advice on educational matters. The minister affirms that the messages she hears from us in those meetings are the same messages that she hears from teachers in her visits to schools and locals around the province. We all agree that we have an excellent education system in this province staffed by highly qualified professionals and ably prepared support workers. What we need to see the government do now is have an open and transparent discussion with all partner groups on what the priorities should be for education in this province. The achievement is everything bandwagon simply leaves out too much that is important about education, teaching, and student learning. Together we must continue to use every venue to advocate for our students’ learning conditions and to raise our professional concerns around the bureaucratic testing that narrows teaching and learning. – Jinny Sims Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media jthornthwaite last tweet "Please join me in recognizing the vital work foster families do for B.C. kids http://t.co/bdYy1yh9Jc #FosterFamilyMonth #northvan #bcpoli" @jthornthwaite - 10:56pm Follow @jthornthwaite BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=25036,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 4, January/February 2012   Are report cards necessary?  By Raza Mirani   British Columbia teachers currently find themselves in a contract struggle with the provincial government and as a result are in Phase 1 job action. Part of the job action is not producing report cards, with the exception of Grade 12 students who require marks for graduation, scholarship, or post-secondary admission. Why is this relevant? In part because it has led to a philosophical debate on the value of report cards. Are marks necessary for teaching? Every teacher has developed an assignment or activity only to be asked, Is this for marks? That common refrain is maddening at times because the implication is that an assignment or activity only has value if marks are attached. As teachers, we are guilty of perpetuating this phenomena as we use marks as a motivator and bargaining chip to get students to complete assignments. So this begs the question, are students driven by marks or learning? If marks were removed from the educational landscape would this allow true learning to take place? Think about the level of anxiety a student faces when she or he has to take a poor report card for parents to see. On the other hand you have the elation a student feels when they bring home straight As. With a shift toward personalized learning and individualized curriculum must come a re-evaluation on the role marks play in education. You don’t need a report card to tell you you can ride a bike. Riding the bike becomes the goal and you know when you have achieved it when the training wheels come off. Why then do we insist on putting a letter grade on everything to label the level of “learning” a student has achieved. Research has shown fairly conclusively that the most influential practice a teacher can engage in is meaningful feedback on assignments. Nothing moves the learning of a student forward more than specific and focused feedback from a teacher. Once a mark or letter grade is attached to an assignment, the feedback becomes almost meaningless and is consequently ignored, thus negating the whole purpose of meaningful feedback. The student sees the assignment as completed once a mark is attached but sees the assignment as a work-in-progress if only feedback is given. So why do we insist on bell-curving students along an arbitrary grid of expertise? Should mastery of the content be the goal for every student, without exception? This requires the educational policy makers and curriculum specialists to peel back the layers of minutiae and arrive at the essence of what is required of all students. What is the ultimate goal of education? Is factual knowledge a requirement in a time where any and all information is only seconds away? This outmoded philosophy from the Gradgrind philosophy of education: “…what I want is facts, facts above all else are wanted in life.” (Hard Times, Charles Dickens) has little place in our connected world. Critical thinking, problem solving, learning to question and analyze are the skills we should be encouraging and no current BCeSIS-generated report card could adequately report those attributes. Moving toward a “standards-based” report card would give students specific information about how they are doing and pinpoint where they need to improve. For our elementary colleagues this is nothing new as this is exactly what they do on their report cards but the challenge becomes how do you do this with 200+ students in a secondary setting? Is the answer providing ongoing feedback, so a summative report at the end of the term is simply a formality and not an onerous task on the teacher? What then is the purpose of the report card if the student knows how he or she is doing and knows where they need to improve? Students can relay this information to parents and parents are always able to contact teachers for information on their child’s progress. Teachers, students, and parents would all feel liberated if the requirement for marks no longer existed. Remove the arbitrary timeline of terms and semesters and allow learning to become an organic process where understanding is the goal and not the thirst for marks.  Raza Mirani, Gladstone Secondary School, Vancouver   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=25061,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 4, January/February 2012   Thousands of kids left behind by governing Liberals  By Noel Herron   The decimation of special needs infrastructure over 11 years continues unabated, with increasing child poverty now added to the list. After a decade of systematically denying over 20,000 of BC‘s most vulnerable kids the support they need, once again, the province’s governing party with its recent “offer” of $30 million in a class organization plan for the next school year continues with its egregious policy of keeping the instructional door slammed shut on thousands of this province’s neediest students. The 20,000 school-aged kids denied help over the past 11 years is, at best, a very conservative estimate based on the documented 12,400 overcrowded classrooms with four or more students with IEPs, plus the growing backlog of designated and undesignated students across the wide spectrum of special education and learning services in public schools. Add to this the recent upswing of school-aged children living in poverty— now in excess of 20%—and this number would jump considerably. In 2002, Education Minister Christy Clark’s sledgehammer legislation in the form of Bills 27 and 28, proved to be two of the most regressive pieces of education legislation affecting class size and composition this province has ever seen. And the BC Liberals fought tooth and nail for seven years, all the way to the Supreme Court, only to have their legislation rejected as unconstitutional and illegal with the government ordered to rectify its unfair strategy within a calendar year. Hence the current “negotiations” at a separate provincial table by George Abbott’s representatives, and the paltry offer of the return on $30 million the next school year (2012–13) as part of a three-year class organization plan to replace the $340 million cut over 11 years. Lacking agreement with the BCTF, one can now anticipate the Liberals to table a so-called “corrective” class organization bill in the next legislative session. Significantly, no attempt was made to remedy this situation during the current school year— with an interim special needs measure to address the backlog of overcrowded classrooms—underlining the ongoing reluctance of the Liberals to fully recognize the cumulative damage that Bills 27 and 28 have had on our schools. Apart from a vague and grudging reference to “doing the right thing“ by teachers in response to Madame Justice Griffin’s devastating Supreme Court order, Christy Clark, now our premier, has yet to apologize to students, teachers, and parents for the deep cuts that have denied them a fair shake. (Contrast that with the personally hand-delivered letter of the newly elected Alberta Premier, Alison Redford, to the Alberta Teachers’ Association (ATA) promising the restoration of $100 million in education funding in that province.) These two pieces of legislation have systematically decimated BC’s special education infrastructure, built up carefully over four decades, and turned the official policy of integrating students with special needs in mainstream classrooms on its head. Across the board, the kids currently in our public school system who lost the skilled instructional support of upward of 1,500 learning specialist teachers will never again have the opportunity to recover their instructional losses as they struggled to keep abreast of their peers. There is simply no going back for the thousands of kids who have struggled over the past decade. Thousands, who have now left the system, were denied the opportunity they urgently needed at a crucial time in their lives, while others today still struggle, often with anguished parents pleading for help. The documented presence of more than four students with special needs in 12,400 overcrowded, regular classrooms without the assistance of trained education aides, frequently leads to attentional disruptions. This has made a mockery of the integration of students with special needs, one of the most enlightened reforms in public schools in four decades. It has also placed hundreds of homeroom teachers in an instructionally untenable situation. Whereas with skilled assistance before cuts, many of these kids were able to work successfully at or near grade level. Among the thousands of kids still left behind or shunted aside by the system are: kids with mild to severe learning difficulties; kids with mild to severe behaviour problems; refugee and immigrant kids needing added ESL assistance; First Nations kids; impoverished kids in inner-city schools and in schools with large numbers of kids living in poverty; and the so-called “grey area” kids who do not fit into rigidly discrete categories as defined by the ministry. Cuts to teacher-librarians has had a negative impact on school literacy services, while the sharp and puzzling increase in the number of students in the Autism spectrum area has placed added pressure on schools unable to provide even minimal support. The needier, identified kids who gain entry to special education classes were, on occasion, denied the full help of special education assistants because of restricted hours and inadequate pay, making it difficult for boards to hold on to skilled education assistants. Worse still, the kids who did not gain entry to various special education classes languished in regular classrooms and continue to sit on growing wait-lists and frequently slip backward. Now an appalling year-long, or even longer, wait list for diagnostic testing is the order of the day. Some schools have simply given up in maintaining viable waiting lists. And the annual September school organization plans, with their fragmented and disappearing teaching positions, have frequently become an organizational nightmare for both teachers and principals. As these cuts have deepened, back-up special education professional development workshops for teaching and non-teaching staff have simply died on the vine while entry-level teachers struggle to replace more experienced colleagues. The governing party’s policies, starting in 2002 onward with cuts to inner-city programs and to the long-established network of community schools across the province, helped pave the way to the current crisis in child poverty. (Gordon Campbell’s 2008 “replacement” for community schools was the beguiling, puffed-up but ultimately phoney “Neighbourhoods of Learning” project—in reality it amounted to nothing more than setting aside a single room for community use in some schools). The annual, end-of-September, formal signing-off of overloaded individual and district school organization plans, misleadingly denoting teaching-learning situations as “satisfactory”—and demanded over the past decade of principals, superintendents, and school trustees—is a perversion of openness and accountability in our public schools. This mandated requirement precluded any objections at a later date by senior staff and explains, in part, the silence at the top around what continues to be untenable teaching-learning environments. Leaving it to the official representative of teachers—the BCTF, and more recently to individual teachers and a few principals to speak out publicly in the face of a worsening situation, points to an abdication of responsibility from trustees on down. The new and patently superficial BC Education Plan, recently released by Education Minister George Abbott, long on jargon and short on deliverables, not to mention its zero budget, makes no mention of class size and composition and is a classic example of a studied avoidance of practical and genuine education reform. Given the special needs collapse of the past decade, it takes enormous chutzpah for Victoria to make references to “effective intervention strategies and supports available to teachers, students, and parents” in its new plan. Talk to parents of kids with special needs who have sat for 18 months on school waiting lists for diagnostic testing about “effective intervention strategies” and they will openly scoff at the ministry’s new technological plans for “renewal” especially, the hyperbolic reference to “personalized” learning for every student. Where does this leave us now?   Students with special needs, in the broadest sense of the word, after a decade of willful neglect and given what appears to be the near collapse of separate provincial negotiations, are still a very long way away from receiving the court-ordered help required and also the broadly based assistance that a compassionate society should provide to meet the changing and diverse needs of all our kids.  Noel Herron, former school principal and school trustee  Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Touring a natural gas drilling rig with @MLA Mike Bernier, and Brian from EnCana http://t.co/AifdJ4H07b" @Teresa_Wat - 06:01pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/multimedia/PresidentsVideo.aspx?id=31491&printPage=true,BCTF President' s message > Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays!  	BCTF President's video message  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Multimedia > President's Message Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays! Date: December 15, 2013 Length: 00:01:15 Loading... Click to view transcript Hi everyone, I just want to thank all of you for the amazing work that you’ve been doing with our students in our schools, and for our locals since September. The work that you do, the work that we all do is why we still have such a strong public education system in British Columbia despite the conditions and the under-funding we’ve been facing in particular for the last 11 years. As you reflect coming into the holiday season, I want you to think about the good work that you have done with your students in your classrooms and with parents and to celebrate as we go into our holiday break which is our Christmas season right now, I want you to take the time for yourself and enjoy it with your family and with your friends, your loved ones. Think about your loved ones that are here and think about the loved ones who have passed and what they’ve meant for you, but take that break that you so well deserve, have a great Christmas and we shall see you in the new year in January and we’ll have more conversations together. Thank you.)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "RT @nationalpost: Tories' temporary foreign worker overhaul is 'tragically misdirected': Christy Clark http://t.co/EV5YPyV9lC" @John_Yap - 02:49pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/blogs/research.aspx?blogmonth=10&blogyear=2009&blogid=7524,BCTF Blogs > Research  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources Home > Social Media > Research Blog Search this blog: BCTF Information Services—Research & Reports Provides summaries and links to new reports and studies in the fields of education, labour, and social sciences. Report Card on Physical Activity for Children and Youth 2009 Permanent link The Active Healthy Kids Canada Report Card on Physical Activity for Children and Youth 2009 Active Healthy Kids Canada 2009; 170 pages. This annual report card continues to find that the majority of Canadian children and youth are not meeting the country’s physical activity guidelines of 90 minutes of physical activity a day, though the proportion of children meeting the guidelines has risen from 9% in 2005/2006 to 13% in 2007/2008.  The report stresses the strong ties between improved academic performance and regular physical activity, lending support to calls for more time allocated to school-based physical activity such as PE, recess, or school sports. Posted by BCTF Info. Services at 16/10/2009 4:25 PM Comments (0) A Media-Rich Curriculum for School Success(Education) Permanent link William R. Penuel et al. Summative Evaluation of the Ready to Learn Initiative Preschool Teachers Can Use a Media-Rich Curriculum to Prepare Low-Income Children for School Success: Results of a Randomized Controlled Trial Education Development Center, Inc. & SRI International September 2009; 23 pages. This study, commissioned by the Corporation for Public Broadcasting, found that “a media-rich curriculum with integrated professional development for teachers can prepare low-income children for school success.”  Preschool students who participated in a 10-week technology-supported literacy curriculum outscored non-participating students on all five of the early literacy measures used in the study. Posted by BCTF Info. Services at 16/10/2009 4:25 PM Comments (0) Protecting Children Living With Domestic Violence Permanent link Honouring Christian Lee – No Private Matter: Protecting Children Living With Domestic Violence Office of the Representative for Children and Youth, Mary Ellen Turpel-Lafond September 2009; 94 pages. In response to the 2007 murder of six-year-old Christian Lee, the Office of the Representative for Children and Youth undertook an investigation into systems of support for children and families exposed to domestic violence in Canada.  The Representative found these systems to be inadequate, and puts forth a number of recommendations in this report.  In particular, the Representative argues for greater cooperation and coordination between child welfare, criminal justice and family justice systems, as well as the provision of early intervention and support to victims of domestic violence. Posted by BCTF Info. Services at 16/10/2009 4:22 PM Comments (0) Schoolhouse Commercialism Trends(Education) Permanent link Alex Molnar, Faith Boninger, Gary Wilkinson & Joseph Fogarty Click: The Twelfth Annual Report on Schoolhouse Commercialism Trends: 2008-2009 Education and the Public Interest Center & Commercialism in Education Research Unit September 2009; 41 pages. Researchers from the University of Colorado at Boulder and Arizona State University collaborated on this report on commercialism in U.S. schools.  They focused on attempts by advertisers to create a “total advertising environment” around students through various technologies, and found that advertisements for food represent the bulk of what children are faced with online, in school and on television. Posted by BCTF Info. Services at 16/10/2009 4:21 PM Comments (0) Funding for First Nations Schools in Canada(Education) Permanent link Ashutosh Rajekar and Ramnarayanan Mathilakath The Funding Requirement for First Nations Schools in Canada Office of the Parliamentary Budget Officer May 25, 2009; 74 pages. The Parliamentary Budget Office prepared this report in order to investigate the Canadian government’s approach to school construction for First Nations communities.  The report notes that funds for First Nations schools are not locked down, but instead can be re-allocated to other areas at the behest of the Federal Government.  Furthermore, First Nations schools are under-funded by at least $200 million each year. Posted by BCTF Info. Services at 16/10/2009 4:20 PM Comments (0) Expanding Early Learning in British Columbia(Education) Permanent link Expanding Early Learning in British Columbia for Children Age Three to Five Early Childhood Learning Agency April 2009; 32 pages. This report is the result of a study on the feasibility of full day kindergarten in British Columbia and the possibility of future full day pre-kindergarten for four and three-year-olds.  The report is interesting for its investigation of early childhood education trends, both in Canada and internationally, as well as for its review of existing research on kindergarten and pre-kindergarten.   Ultimately, the report emphasizes that any expansion of early learning in BC must be guided by the need for parental choice, the need for programs with quality characteristics supported by research, and the need for these programs to be introduced gradually. Posted by BCTF Info. Services at 16/10/2009 4:19 PM Comments (0) Why Children Need to Play in School(Education) Permanent link Edward Miller & Joan Almon Crisis in the Kindergarten: Why Children Need to Play in School Alliance for Childhood March 2009; 72 pages. This report argues that child-initiated play must be brought back to kindergarten classrooms.  Kindergarten has become heavily focused on academic skills in response to the common assumption that the earlier a child starts to master the basic elements of reading, the more successful they will be in their later academic life.  The authors challenge this assumption, and argue instead that “children who engage in complex forms of socio-dramatic play have greater language skills than nonplayers, better social skills, more empathy, more imagination, and more of the subtle capacity to know what others mean.” A recent article in the New York Times addresses some of the same issues: “Can the Right Kinds of Play Teach Self-Control?” (25 September 2009) Last Edited by BCTF Info. Services at 02/10/2009 3:07 PM Comments (0) << October 2009 >> Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat         1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 Blogroll On Education: Schools for a Civil Society B.C. Education Report (Tracy Sherlock, Vancouver Sun) The Hook/Education Teacher Solidarity UBC Educational Studies blog Where the Blog has No Name Archive April 2014 March 2014 January 2014 December 2013 November 2013 October 2013 September 2013 August 2013 June 2013 May 2013 April 2013 March 2013 December 2012 September 2012 August 2012 November 2011 September 2011 April 2011 March 2011 February 2011 January 2011 December 2010 November 2010 October 2010 September 2010 August 2010 July 2010 June 2010 May 2010 April 2010 March 2010 January 2010 December 2009 November 2009 October 2009 September 2009 Subjects Education Labour Social Sciences Recent Posts Recent Additions to the Information Services Research Files - April 2014 Recent Additions to the Information Services Research Files - March 2014 Recent Additions to the Information Services Research Files - February 2014 Recent Additions to the Information Services Research Files - January 2014 Recent Additions to the Information Services Research Files - December 2013 If you are experiencing technical difficulties, please contact the webmanager@bctf.ca. About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=31634&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2014 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 26, Number 4, Jan./Feb. 2014   Appel ý tous les nouveaux enseignants, nouveaux supplèants et maótres-stagiaires by Marie-Claude Tremblay   Vous cherchez des idées pour la classe de français langue de base, d’éducation physique ou pour cette nouvelle classe de maths que vous enseignerez en février? Vous voulez des idées pour aider vos élèves ayant des besoins particuliers? Vous avez des questions au sujet des nouveaux curriculums? Vous désirez rencontrer et discuter avec d’autres collègues en début de carrière? Quelle meilleure occasion que la conférence annuelle de la FECB pour nouveaux enseignants qui aura lieu le vendredi 28 février et le samedi 1er mars à l'Hôtel Radisson de Richmond. L'inscription commencera le lundi, 20 janvier. Les frais d’inscription pour cette conférence de 2 jours restent le même à 70 $ et comprend 6 ateliers, le dîner (déjeuner) sur les deux jours et le Salon des exposants. Le déjeuner (petit déjeuner) n'est pas compris. Veuillez noter: que l’horaire est le même pour les deux jours. qu’il y aura plus d’exposants au Salon. qu’une séance plénière est prévue après la première session d’ateliers : la plénière du vendredi est une session Q & R avec le président de la FECB, Jim Iker; le samedi, le personnel de la FECB et des enseignants parleront de divers sujet tel que l'utilisation des médias sociaux à bon escient et en toute sécurité, que « la charité n’équivaut pas à la justice » et quelques participants courageux partageront une ressource particulière ou une idée géniale. qu’une table ronde est prévue au cours de la 2e session des ateliers. Adressez-vous directement au personnel de la FECB avec vos questions sur la santé et la sécurité, le mentorat, notre régime de retraite, la justice sociale dans votre salle de classe, l'indemnisation des travailleurs, la négociation collective ou donner des suggestions pour la conférence de l'an prochain. qu’après la conférence, les documents des ateliers seront publiés sur une page spéciale du site web de la FECB. Tous les participants recevront le lien à cette page Web avec le sondage de la conférence. Le but de la conférence annuelle pour enseignants en début de carrière repose sur le principe de base d’un perfectionnement professionnel efficace fondé sur le partage de connaissances et de compétences entre enseignants expérimentés avec leurs collègues. Les places sont limitées alors mettez une note dans votre agenda pour consulter le site Web de la FECB, le lundi 20 janvier! Marie-Claude Tremblay, coordonnatrice, Conférence pour nouveaux enseignants, mctremblay@bctf.ca   )
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/IssuesInEducation.aspx?id=5736&printPage=true,BCTF > Grade 10 and 11 provincial exams  	BCTF > Issues in Education  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Issues in Education > Assessment, Evaluation and Reporting Grade 10 and 11 Provincial Exams Many teachers worry that the new Graduation Program makes it harder for our most vulnerable students to graduate. Grade 10 has been added to the Graduation Program. There are also five new provincial exams in Grades 10 and 11: Language Arts 10 (or Francais langue 10) Science 10 Mathematics 10 (Essentials, Applications, or Principles) Social Studies 11 (Social Studies 11, Civics 11, or First Nations Studies 12) Language Arts 12 (or Francais langue 12) There continues to be provincial exams in 20 Grade 12 courses but students have a choice about whether to take the course with or without the exam. If they choose to take the course without the exam, their mark is based entirely on their school mark. For students who write Grade 12 provincial exams, the exams continue to count for 40% of their mark. The new exams count for 20% of the student’s mark The new provincial exams in Grades 10 and 11 count for 20% of the student’s mark, rather than 40% as on Grade 12 provincial exams. It is possible for a student to fail the exam and still pass the course if the blended school mark (80%) and exam mark (20%) results in a passing grade. Students must take and pass these courses in order to graduate but do not necessarily need to pass the exams in order to graduate. However, students must sit the exam. The exams and other changes to the graduation requirements make it harder for students to graduate. Teachers are concerned that the addition of Grade 10 to the graduation program, the requirement for a graduation portfolio, and the introduction of the Grade 10 and 11 exams, taken together, will have a negative effect on our most vulnerable students and perhaps increase their dropout rate. English 10 and Science 10 are more difficult courses than the easiest of the choices at Grade 11 and 12. For example, English 10 is more difficult than Communications 11 or 12. And Science 10 (and probably Science 9) is more difficult than Science and Technology 11. In the past, some students failed English 10 or Science 10 (or only passed modified versions of those courses) and were allowed to move on the communications and science and technology (because there are no prerequisites) and graduate with Dogwood certificates. These students must now pass the prescribed English 10 and Science 10, and write exams in both. The bar is now significantly higher at Grade 10 than at Grade 12. The long answer portions of the new exams must be marked locally The ministry revised the School Act Regulation 265/89 to add "marking required provincial exams" to the duties of teachers. Currently, the ministry has only implemented this for English 10 and Social Studies 11 exams. Grade 12 exams continue to be marked provincially by teachers who apply and receive remuneration. Grade 10 science and math exams are machine scored provincially, as are the multiple choice sections of the Language Arts 10 and Social Studies 11 exams. Ten to 15% of the locally marked exams are re-marked provincially to check on reliability. If the ministry finds significant discrepancies between local and provincial marking, it will NOT be changing students’ marks but it will be contacting the districts about making adjustments through training, etc. The ministry does not require districts to provide training for teachers marking Grade 10 exams locally, or require teachers to attend the training, but the ministry encourages such training through funding. The ministry enters into contacts with districts to provide funding for training. There are no rules about how the district organizes the training but the funding is based on $200 per school offering the course (a release day for one teacher per course per school) plus $500 (to cover meeting rooms and food). Teachers who want to express their opposition to the exams and local marking can use the protest letter on the BCTF web site and mark under protest. Sometimes departments send these letters as a group. May 15, 2006)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12748,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 1999 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 12, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 1999 Accreditation: more cost than benefit by Grace Wilson I’m thinking of a word that begins with A. It is a word that sets the heart racing and the blood pressure rising; just the mention of it can raise the temperature in a room. It will consume your time and energy for a year; exasperate everyone on your staff. All together now—Accreditation. In spite of revisions to clarify and reduce the number of criteria, the accreditation process continues to turn teachers’ worlds upside down, with little of value to justify the turmoil. Resentment over accreditation is widespread, even among teachers who play lead roles in the process. Comments on accreditation rarely cite benefits, but cite intrusion into professional development days, curtailed extra-curricular activities, soaring stress levels, and unconnectedness to the classroom. Most teachers don’t feel the product is worth the effort, and that there are more expeditious ways they could arrive at the same product. What is the BCTF doing about member concerns about accreditation? First, the Federation accepts the importance of a process that causes a school community to reflect on its work and work toward improvement. Last year, the Professional Development Advisory Committee developed an alternative to the ministry accreditation process. Schools Taking Action and Review (STAR), is now ready for piloting after extensive member input and endorsation by the BCTF Representative Assembly. The purpose of STAR is “to enable schools to develop with parents, students, and other members of the community the best possible school climate and programs for their students.” The process provides for the monitoring and implementing of school goals in a manner that allows for a more immediate response to the changing needs of both the school and the community. While STAR would occur annually, it is a much more reasonable, manageable, and feasible alternative to the current onerous accreditation process. The process provides that a school’s goals are monitored and implemented in a manner that allows for a more immediate response to the changing needs of both the school and the community. Ongoing reflection and action replaces episodic upheaval. Throughout the spring and into the fall, many schools have phoned the Federation asking to pilot STAR. So why are no pilots under way? In 1996–97 the currently mandated accreditation process was updated. That revision is being reviewed by a working committee of the education partner groups, including representatives of the BCTF. The committee will once again look at how to reduce the number of accreditation topics, make the workload more manageable, and increase the benefits gained from the effort. It will consider ways to better engage Aboriginal parents and increase district participation in accreditation. The ministry indicated that it would be interested in alternative school evaluations models, but Deputy Minister Charles Ungerleider stated that no alternative process will be approved until the review of the current accreditation process is completed. The report of the review committee goes to the deputy minister on November 8, 1999. As one of the representatives on the Accreditation Review Committee, I have been pressing for significant changes to the present process. Unless the issues of time, workload, clarity, and roles and responsibilities are addressed in a manner that recognizes and honours the commitment and seriousness that teachers bring to the process, the report to the minister will be deficient. STAR meets all those objectives. Accreditation is important. However, the current accreditation process contributes little to school improvement. It is based on the erroneous assumption that without a mandated and comprehensive process, teachers and other members of a school community don’t reflect on their work and purpose. Teachers regularly set goals for themselves, their classes, and schools. They recognize the value of working with colleagues, support staff, parents, students, and administrators to provide the best possible school climate and programs. However, a mandated process to do this work must be respectful of teachers’ personal and professional lives. Grace Wilson is the BCTF’s first vice-president. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12014,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2001 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 13, Number 8, March 2001 Top 10 BCTF lesson aids 1. Helping Parents Help Your Child’s Edge. Garth Holmes. 91p. ©1993. The purpose of this book is to help parents help their child in school. It is a toolbox that gives over 110 strategies. The book is organized under the following chapter headings: You Can Help, How You Help, Helping Your Child Study, Helping Your Child Review, Helping Your Child Take Tests, Helping Your Child Read, Helping Your Child Write Essays, Cooperating with Teachers, Troubleshooting Curriculum Problems and Resources Available. Grades 7–12 . LA 9921—$10.95 2.  The NESA Activities Handbook for Native and Multicultural Classrooms, Vol. 3 Compiled by Don Sawyer and Wayne Lundeberg. l28 p. ©1993. This third volume of activities is a response to the continuing demand for effective, experience-based exercises appropriate for Native and multicultural learning situations. The 23 activities contain both original and borrowed exercises. Many of the original activities were drawn from a variety of curriculum projects for use at all levels, especially secondary and adult. Activities include precise instructions and supplementary materials. LA 2621—$16.95 3.  White Jade Tiger. Julie Lawson 170p. 1993. This historically-based novel is a tale of intrigue and adventure about the building of the great Canadian Pacific Railway. In the novel, Jasmine is not sure she likes the idea of being stuck in Victoria while her father goes to China for a year. But on a field trip to Chinatown, she explores a curious shop in Fan Tan Alley and accidentally passes through a hidden door. She finds herself in Victoria’s Chinatown of the 1880s. Mistaken for a Chinese boy, she is soon caught up in a race through the Fraser Canyon to find a tiger amulet. The author of this novel is the winner of the Sheila A. Egoff Award for Children’s Literature,1994 and the novel is a Canadian Children’s Book Centre Choice. Grades 5 to 8. LA 9075A—$8.95 White Jade Tiger—A Teacher’s Guide. Julie Lawson. 34p. 1999. Contains novel ideas and activities encompassing all areas of language arts, as well as social studies, science and art. Novel worksheets, archive photos, maps, crossword puzzle and word searches are also included. Grades 5 to 8. LA 9075B—$5.95  4.  Basketball: Instructor’s Resource Manual Wilf Wedmann, Bryna Kopelow, and Jennifer Fenton, Premier’s Sport Awards Program, 84p. ©2000. This manual includes l3 lesson plans with illustrations and diagrams, basketball drills and games supplements, mini-basketball rules, and information and forms for use with the Premier’s Sport Awards Program. Recommended by the B.C. Ministry of Education. Ages 8-13. LA 9844—$15  5.  The Lives of Renaissance Women A co-operatively planned humanities unit on Renaissance women for the late intermediate level. Judith Coffin. Marlowe Irvine and Ramona Sousa. 83p. 1994. The purpose of this unit is to illuminate the lives and contributions of all classes of women who lived between 1350 and 1650 in Western Europe and England—the Renaissance. Ten activities with resource materials. Grade 9. LA 9245—$8.75 6.  Lumberyard—An Inclusive Measurement/Building Unit Margie Klassen and Rika Ruebsaat. 31p. 2000. This unit covers PLOs from the Math, Personal Planning, Language Arts and Applied Skills IRPs. Designed for Grade 5, it can be adapted for any intermediate grade. Possible adaptations for students with special needs are also included in each of the 11 lesson plans. Lesson plan topics include measuring classroom objects, perimeter, area, volume (part 1 and 2) pricing lumber, planning the building project, buying wood, using tools/preparing to build, building the project, and a learning log. Grade 5. LA 9428—$3  7.  Exploring the Ant World: An Early Primary Co-operative Unit for Teacher and Teacher-Librarian Jean M. Coe, Sharon M. Mombourquette. 49p. 1990. This unit involves students in an experiential approach to the biological sciences. It is a ready-to-use, thematic approach that integrates language arts and sciences through the processes of reading, writing, listening, speaking, and viewing. This unit lends itself to large and small group and individualized instruction, as well as the use of centres supported by the full spectrum of library resources. LA 8544—$5 8.  All the Angles: A Primary Geometry Theme Pat Corder. 66p. 1991. An integrated theme unit specifically designed for early primary, which can also be used in years three and four. Math lessons include activities in language arts, art, and physical education. K–4. LA 8447—$7.70  9.  Window on the Fraser: Fraser River Action Plan Environment Canada, Fisheries & Oceans Canada. l5-min. video, 6p. teacher’s guide. ©1994. Includes a video, teacher and student background information, and pre-post classroom activity suggestions. The video provides an overview of the Fraser River Basin and the need to protect its valuable resources, as well as an introduction to some of the programs carried out by the federal government to improve the basin’s health. Available in French (FEE212). Grades 6–10. LA EE212—$11  10.  Creative Comparative Civilizations Fred Schoenrock and Naomi Waken. 25p. ©1997. Invites students to set out on a great adventure—an exploration of humanity’s potential as seen through the accomplishments of past civilizations, the present challenge facing humankind’s very survival, and the incredible vision of what it means to live responsibly as a member of an emerging global community. A thematic approach is outlined. Blackline masters include quotes and questions on: civilization; nature, environment, ecology; health well-being; economics, science technology; global civilization; philosophy, theology, mythology and human nature; social structure, political order; art, architecture, communication. Reproducible for classroom use. Grade 12. LA 2003—$13.95 For a complete listing of over 900 BCTF Lesson Aids, consult the catalogue in your school library or the Lesson Aids online catalogue, www.bctf.ca/LessonAids. To order any of the above lesson aids, enclose a cheque payable to the BCTF or authorized purchase order to BCTF Lesson Aids Service, 100-550 West 6th Avenue, Vancouver, BC V5Z 4P2. GST and postage/handling are included in the prices. Orders are sent by return mail. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Touring a natural gas drilling rig with @MLA Mike Bernier, and Brian from EnCana http://t.co/AifdJ4H07b" @Teresa_Wat - 06:01pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/contacts.cfm?page=pdchairs&sort=1&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true,BCTF Contacts Home E-mail Lists Links A to Z Index Contact Us Help SITE SEARCH Quick Links BCTF formsBCTF NewsFrançaisLabour linksPensionsTeacher NewsmagazineTeaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Contact Us > PD chairpersons BCTF Professional Development Chairpersons Sorted by local name. Click here for sort by local number. Local Chair School Phone School Fax E-mail Abbotsford District Teachers' Association (34) Brenda Head    604-850-7692  pd34@bctf.ca Alberni District Teachers' Union (701) Stephanie Hopkins  250-723-7522  250-723-7557  pd701@bctf.ca Arrow Lakes Teachers' Association (10) Paula Rogers  250-358-7222  250-358-2533  pd10@bctf.ca Boundary District Teachers' Association (51) Catherine Pankoff  250-442-8275  250-442-5388  pd51@bctf.ca Linda Rawlings-Dolezsar  250-442-5313  250-442-5317  pd51@bctf.ca Bulkley Valley Teachers' Union (54) Kristina Willing  250-847-2231  250-847-2165  pd54@bctf.ca Mary Neto  250-847-2231  250-847-2165  pd54@bctf.ca Burnaby Teachers' Association (41) Alexandra Peters  604-664-7056  604-664-8734  pd41@bctf.ca Barbara Henderson  604-664-8727  604-664-8818  pd41@bctf.ca Patricia Dolton      pd41@bctf.ca Burns Lake District Teachers' Union (55) Lisa Mason  250-698-7301  250-698-7349  pd55@bctf.ca Campbell River District Teachers' Association (72) Adria Anne Gleeson  250-286-0511  250-286-0938  pd72@bctf.ca Cariboo-Chilcotin Teachers' Association (27) Shirley Giroux  250-398-5800  250-398-5206  pd27@bctf.ca Central Coast Teachers' Association (49) Coleen Fraser  250-799-5556  250-799-5757  pd49@bctf.ca Stephen Dishkin  250-982-2355  250-982-2720  pd49@bctf.ca Central Okanagan Teachers' Association (23) Joe Jamison  250-868-1135  250-870-5020  pd23@bctf.ca Chetwynd Teachers' Association (592) Gysbert Ruiter  250-788-2267  250-788-9729  pd592@bctf.ca Chilliwack Teachers' Association (33) Angela Woods  604-823-4408  604-823-2243  pd33@bctf.ca Comox District Teachers' Association (71) Lisa Pedersen-Skene    250-897-0487  pd71@bctf.ca Coquitlam Teachers' Association (43) Michael Galliford  604-464-8581  604-937-8045  pd43@bctf.ca Cowichan District Teachers' Association (65) Naomi Nilsson  250-748-2251  250-746-7849  pd65@bctf.ca Sabina Reska  250-743-6916  250-743-6915  pd65@bctf.ca Cranbrook District Teachers' Association (2) Carol Johns  250-489-4391  250-489-0600  pd02@bctf.ca Colette Grasdal  250-426-5241  250-426-6673  pd02@bctf.ca Creston Valley Teachers' Association (861) Melissa Feragotti  250-428-2051  250-428-2019  pd861@bctf.ca Delta Teachers' Association (37) Fiona Higgs    604-599-1786  pd37@bctf.ca Fernie District Teachers' Association (1) Linda Christenson  250-425-6666  250-425-6661  pd01@bctf.ca Sarah Larsen      pd01@bctf.ca Fort Nelson District Teachers' Association (81) Shirley Kenney  250-774-6941  250-774-6988  pd81@bctf.ca Fraser-Cascade Teachers' Association (78) Kathleen Koopman      pd78@bctf.ca Gold Trail Teachers' Association (74) Elizabeth Griggs  250-256-4274  250-256-4275  pd74@bctf.ca Golden Teachers' Association (18) Margaret Calladine  250-344-6317    pd18@bctf.ca Greater Victoria Teachers' Association (61) Lucinda Graf  250-727-0188  250-727-2079  pd61@bctf.ca Gulf Islands Teachers' Association (64) James Lightfoot  250-653-9223  250-653-2090  pd64@bctf.ca Haida Gwaii Teachers' Association (50) Autum Gates    250-626-3214  pd50@bctf.ca Monika Hausmann    250-626-3214  pd50@bctf.ca Kamloops Thompson Teachers' Association (73) David Comrie    250-377-2257  pd73@bctf.ca Kimberley Teachers' Association (3) Bethany Turcon      pd03@bctf.ca Craig Hillman  250-427-4827  250-427-7106  pd03@bctf.ca Kitimat District Teachers' Association (80) Katherine Johnsen  250-632-6174  888-539-4732  pd80@bctf.ca Michele Sutherland  250-632-2912  888-574-1126  pd80@bctf.ca Kootenay Columbia Teachers' Union (20) John Horcoff      pd20@bctf.ca Kootenay Lake Teachers' Association (862) Dennis Larcombe  250-229-4224  250-353-7434  pd862@bctf.ca Lake Cowichan Teachers' Association (66) Christine Rolls  250-748-0011  250-749-4030  pd66@bctf.ca Langley Teachers' Association (35) Sandy Ho  604-888-3033  604-888-2873  pd35@bctf.ca Mackenzie Teachers' Association (572) Amber Raycraft  250-963-7060  250-963-7381  pd572@bctf.ca Christa Barnes  250-997-6340  250-997-5075  pd572@bctf.ca Karen Chadha  250-997-6340  250-997-5075  pd572@bctf.ca Maple Ridge Teachers' Association (42) Suzanne Hall  604-463-6414  604-466-6265  pd42@bctf.ca McBride-Valemount Teachers' Association (573) Brian Hanson    250-566-4551  pd573@bctf.ca Jennifer L'Arrivee  250-569-2295  250-569-2620  pd573@bctf.ca Julia Howard  250-569-2295  250-569-2620  pd573@bctf.ca Mission Teachers' Union (75) Anna Heavenor  604-820-4587  604-820-9505  pd75@bctf.ca Mount Arrowsmith Teachers' Association (69) Denise Spencer-Dahl  250-248-3296  250-954-1734  pd69@bctf.ca Lesley Rowan  250-752-5651  250-752-8604  pd69@bctf.ca Nanaimo District Teachers' Association (68) Colleen Skipper  250-758-6892  250-758-2373  pd68@bctf.ca Michael Silverton    250-751-8840  pd68@bctf.ca Nechako Teachers' Union (56) Cindy Miller  250-996-7126  250-996-7708  pd56@bctf.ca Shawn Lank  250-699-6233  250-699-7753  pd56@bctf.ca Nelson District Teachers' Association (7) Monica Doyle  250-352-3186  250-352-3183  pd07@bctf.ca Tamara Martin  250-352-5538  250-352-3119  pd07@bctf.ca New Westminster Teachers' Union (40) Romeo Lavrencic  604-517-6316  604-517-6204  pd40@bctf.ca Sandra Lee  604-517-6090  604-517-6091  pd40@bctf.ca Nisga'a Teachers' Union (92) Charity Peal  250-633-2225  250-633-2669  pd92@bctf.ca Samantha Lambright  250-326-4206  250-633-2916  pd92@bctf.ca Sara Beardsell  250-633-2225  250-633-2669  pd92@bctf.ca North Okanagan-Shuswap Teachers' Association (83) Kyla Hadden  250-836-2831  250-836-2664  pd83@bctf.ca North Vancouver Teachers' Association (44) Maria Aiello  604-903-3750  604-903-3751  pd44@bctf.ca Okanagan Skaha Teachers' Union (67) Angela Seppola  250-770-7683  250-492-5981  pd67@bctf.ca Peace River North Teachers' Association (60) Jessica Dmytruk  250-793-9125  250-630-2323  pd60@bctf.ca Peace River South Teachers' Association (591) Angela Connelly    250-782-9604  pd591@bctf.ca Powell River District Teachers' Association (47) Wendy Adams  604-485-5660    pd47@bctf.ca Prince George District Teachers' Association (571) Glen Thielmann  250-562-9525  250-564-4875  pd571@bctf.ca Prince Rupert District Teachers' Union (52) Colleen Pudsey    250-627-1348  pd52@bctf.ca Marla Gamble    250-627-1348  pd52@bctf.ca Raegan Sawka  250-627-1536  250-627-1443  pd52@bctf.ca Princeton District Teachers' Union (17) Gordon Bibby  250-295-3218  250-295-7914  pd17@bctf.ca Mary Bell  250-295-3218  250-295-7914  pd17@bctf.ca Quesnel District Teachers' Association (28) Carlie Borrett  250-991-5566  250-991-5565  pd28@bctf.ca Revelstoke Teachers' Association (19) Stacey Grimm  250-837-2173  250-837-7164  pd19@bctf.ca Richmond Teachers' Association (38) Christian Matheson  604-668-6665  604-668-6569  pd38@bctf.ca Saanich Teachers' Association (63) Holly Mair  250-704-4972  250-479-9870  pd63@bctf.ca Sarah Windle  250-652-9261  250-652-2094  pd63@bctf.ca Sea to Sky Teachers' Association (48) April Lowe  604-898-3688  604-898-4706  pd48@bctf.ca SEPF (93) Alain Paquin  604-437-4849  604-437-9630  pd93@bctf.ca Linda Theriault  250-220-6010  250-220-6014  pd93@bctf.ca Monica Monus    604-214-9881  pd93@bctf.ca Sooke Teachers' Association (62) Brian Hotovy  250-474-1291  250-478-0738  pd62@bctf.ca Kristine Kosolofski  250-478-3232  250-391-9624  pd62@bctf.ca South Okanagan Similkameen Teachers' Union (53) Nicola MacNaughton  250-498-3468  250-498-0339  pd53@bctf.ca Stikine Teachers' Association (87) Alithia Gillies    250-771-4343  pd87@bctf.ca Andre Lagace    250-771-4343  pd87@bctf.ca Sunshine Coast Teachers' Association (46) Patrick McCallum  604-885-3216  604-885-7991  pd46@bctf.ca Surrey Teachers' Association (36) Anne McNamee      pd36@bctf.ca Stephen Anderson      pd36@bctf.ca Terrace District Teachers' Union (881) Karen Andrews  250-635-3115  888-456-3464  pd881@bctf.ca Upper Skeena Teachers (882) Jan Thorburn  250-842-5214  888-503-6959  pd882@bctf.ca Shirley Hobenshield  250-849-5484  888-594-2271  pd882@bctf.ca Vancouver Elementary School Teachers' Association (391) Allison Jambor      pd391@bctf.ca Patricia Gudlaugson      pd391@bctf.ca Vancouver Island North Teachers' Association (85) Sarah Soltau-Heller  250-949-6418  250-949-6485  pd85@bctf.ca Vancouver Island West Teachers' Union (84) Adam Barber    250-761-4234  pd84@bctf.ca Glyn Howell    250-934-6578  pd84@bctf.ca Vancouver Secondary Teachers' Association (392) Mary Filleul    604-713-5076  pd392@bctf.ca Vernon Teachers' Association (22) Robyn Ladner    250-545-7680  pd22@bctf.ca West Vancouver Teachers' Association (45) Rosemary Murray  604-981-1200  604-981-1201  pd45@bctf.ca Shannon Gray  604-981-1130  604-981-1131  pd45@bctf.ca Windermere Teachers' Association (4) Robyn Oliver  250-342-9213  250-342-4499  pd04@bctf.ca About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy Close Window Print Page   BCTF Professional Development Chairpersons Sorted by local name. Click here for sort by local number. Local Chair School Phone School Fax E-mail Abbotsford District Teachers' Association (34) Brenda Head    604-850-7692  pd34@bctf.ca Alberni District Teachers' Union (701) Stephanie Hopkins  250-723-7522  250-723-7557  pd701@bctf.ca Arrow Lakes Teachers' Association (10) Paula Rogers  250-358-7222  250-358-2533  pd10@bctf.ca Boundary District Teachers' Association (51) Catherine Pankoff  250-442-8275  250-442-5388  pd51@bctf.ca Linda Rawlings-Dolezsar  250-442-5313  250-442-5317  pd51@bctf.ca Bulkley Valley Teachers' Union (54) Kristina Willing  250-847-2231  250-847-2165  pd54@bctf.ca Mary Neto  250-847-2231  250-847-2165  pd54@bctf.ca Burnaby Teachers' Association (41) Alexandra Peters  604-664-7056  604-664-8734  pd41@bctf.ca Barbara Henderson  604-664-8727  604-664-8818  pd41@bctf.ca Patricia Dolton      pd41@bctf.ca Burns Lake District Teachers' Union (55) Lisa Mason  250-698-7301  250-698-7349  pd55@bctf.ca Campbell River District Teachers' Association (72) Adria Anne Gleeson  250-286-0511  250-286-0938  pd72@bctf.ca Cariboo-Chilcotin Teachers' Association (27) Shirley Giroux  250-398-5800  250-398-5206  pd27@bctf.ca Central Coast Teachers' Association (49) Coleen Fraser  250-799-5556  250-799-5757  pd49@bctf.ca Stephen Dishkin  250-982-2355  250-982-2720  pd49@bctf.ca Central Okanagan Teachers' Association (23) Joe Jamison  250-868-1135  250-870-5020  pd23@bctf.ca Chetwynd Teachers' Association (592) Gysbert Ruiter  250-788-2267  250-788-9729  pd592@bctf.ca Chilliwack Teachers' Association (33) Angela Woods  604-823-4408  604-823-2243  pd33@bctf.ca Comox District Teachers' Association (71) Lisa Pedersen-Skene    250-897-0487  pd71@bctf.ca Coquitlam Teachers' Association (43) Michael Galliford  604-464-8581  604-937-8045  pd43@bctf.ca Cowichan District Teachers' Association (65) Naomi Nilsson  250-748-2251  250-746-7849  pd65@bctf.ca Sabina Reska  250-743-6916  250-743-6915  pd65@bctf.ca Cranbrook District Teachers' Association (2) Carol Johns  250-489-4391  250-489-0600  pd02@bctf.ca Colette Grasdal  250-426-5241  250-426-6673  pd02@bctf.ca Creston Valley Teachers' Association (861) Melissa Feragotti  250-428-2051  250-428-2019  pd861@bctf.ca Delta Teachers' Association (37) Fiona Higgs    604-599-1786  pd37@bctf.ca Fernie District Teachers' Association (1) Linda Christenson  250-425-6666  250-425-6661  pd01@bctf.ca Sarah Larsen      pd01@bctf.ca Fort Nelson District Teachers' Association (81) Shirley Kenney  250-774-6941  250-774-6988  pd81@bctf.ca Fraser-Cascade Teachers' Association (78) Kathleen Koopman      pd78@bctf.ca Gold Trail Teachers' Association (74) Elizabeth Griggs  250-256-4274  250-256-4275  pd74@bctf.ca Golden Teachers' Association (18) Margaret Calladine  250-344-6317    pd18@bctf.ca Greater Victoria Teachers' Association (61) Lucinda Graf  250-727-0188  250-727-2079  pd61@bctf.ca Gulf Islands Teachers' Association (64) James Lightfoot  250-653-9223  250-653-2090  pd64@bctf.ca Haida Gwaii Teachers' Association (50) Autum Gates    250-626-3214  pd50@bctf.ca Monika Hausmann    250-626-3214  pd50@bctf.ca Kamloops Thompson Teachers' Association (73) David Comrie    250-377-2257  pd73@bctf.ca Kimberley Teachers' Association (3) Bethany Turcon      pd03@bctf.ca Craig Hillman  250-427-4827  250-427-7106  pd03@bctf.ca Kitimat District Teachers' Association (80) Katherine Johnsen  250-632-6174  888-539-4732  pd80@bctf.ca Michele Sutherland  250-632-2912  888-574-1126  pd80@bctf.ca Kootenay Columbia Teachers' Union (20) John Horcoff      pd20@bctf.ca Kootenay Lake Teachers' Association (862) Dennis Larcombe  250-229-4224  250-353-7434  pd862@bctf.ca Lake Cowichan Teachers' Association (66) Christine Rolls  250-748-0011  250-749-4030  pd66@bctf.ca Langley Teachers' Association (35) Sandy Ho  604-888-3033  604-888-2873  pd35@bctf.ca Mackenzie Teachers' Association (572) Amber Raycraft  250-963-7060  250-963-7381  pd572@bctf.ca Christa Barnes  250-997-6340  250-997-5075  pd572@bctf.ca Karen Chadha  250-997-6340  250-997-5075  pd572@bctf.ca Maple Ridge Teachers' Association (42) Suzanne Hall  604-463-6414  604-466-6265  pd42@bctf.ca McBride-Valemount Teachers' Association (573) Brian Hanson    250-566-4551  pd573@bctf.ca Jennifer L'Arrivee  250-569-2295  250-569-2620  pd573@bctf.ca Julia Howard  250-569-2295  250-569-2620  pd573@bctf.ca Mission Teachers' Union (75) Anna Heavenor  604-820-4587  604-820-9505  pd75@bctf.ca Mount Arrowsmith Teachers' Association (69) Denise Spencer-Dahl  250-248-3296  250-954-1734  pd69@bctf.ca Lesley Rowan  250-752-5651  250-752-8604  pd69@bctf.ca Nanaimo District Teachers' Association (68) Colleen Skipper  250-758-6892  250-758-2373  pd68@bctf.ca Michael Silverton    250-751-8840  pd68@bctf.ca Nechako Teachers' Union (56) Cindy Miller  250-996-7126  250-996-7708  pd56@bctf.ca Shawn Lank  250-699-6233  250-699-7753  pd56@bctf.ca Nelson District Teachers' Association (7) Monica Doyle  250-352-3186  250-352-3183  pd07@bctf.ca Tamara Martin  250-352-5538  250-352-3119  pd07@bctf.ca New Westminster Teachers' Union (40) Romeo Lavrencic  604-517-6316  604-517-6204  pd40@bctf.ca Sandra Lee  604-517-6090  604-517-6091  pd40@bctf.ca Nisga'a Teachers' Union (92) Charity Peal  250-633-2225  250-633-2669  pd92@bctf.ca Samantha Lambright  250-326-4206  250-633-2916  pd92@bctf.ca Sara Beardsell  250-633-2225  250-633-2669  pd92@bctf.ca North Okanagan-Shuswap Teachers' Association (83) Kyla Hadden  250-836-2831  250-836-2664  pd83@bctf.ca North Vancouver Teachers' Association (44) Maria Aiello  604-903-3750  604-903-3751  pd44@bctf.ca Okanagan Skaha Teachers' Union (67) Angela Seppola  250-770-7683  250-492-5981  pd67@bctf.ca Peace River North Teachers' Association (60) Jessica Dmytruk  250-793-9125  250-630-2323  pd60@bctf.ca Peace River South Teachers' Association (591) Angela Connelly    250-782-9604  pd591@bctf.ca Powell River District Teachers' Association (47) Wendy Adams  604-485-5660    pd47@bctf.ca Prince George District Teachers' Association (571) Glen Thielmann  250-562-9525  250-564-4875  pd571@bctf.ca Prince Rupert District Teachers' Union (52) Colleen Pudsey    250-627-1348  pd52@bctf.ca Marla Gamble    250-627-1348  pd52@bctf.ca Raegan Sawka  250-627-1536  250-627-1443  pd52@bctf.ca Princeton District Teachers' Union (17) Gordon Bibby  250-295-3218  250-295-7914  pd17@bctf.ca Mary Bell  250-295-3218  250-295-7914  pd17@bctf.ca Quesnel District Teachers' Association (28) Carlie Borrett  250-991-5566  250-991-5565  pd28@bctf.ca Revelstoke Teachers' Association (19) Stacey Grimm  250-837-2173  250-837-7164  pd19@bctf.ca Richmond Teachers' Association (38) Christian Matheson  604-668-6665  604-668-6569  pd38@bctf.ca Saanich Teachers' Association (63) Holly Mair  250-704-4972  250-479-9870  pd63@bctf.ca Sarah Windle  250-652-9261  250-652-2094  pd63@bctf.ca Sea to Sky Teachers' Association (48) April Lowe  604-898-3688  604-898-4706  pd48@bctf.ca SEPF (93) Alain Paquin  604-437-4849  604-437-9630  pd93@bctf.ca Linda Theriault  250-220-6010  250-220-6014  pd93@bctf.ca Monica Monus    604-214-9881  pd93@bctf.ca Sooke Teachers' Association (62) Brian Hotovy  250-474-1291  250-478-0738  pd62@bctf.ca Kristine Kosolofski  250-478-3232  250-391-9624  pd62@bctf.ca South Okanagan Similkameen Teachers' Union (53) Nicola MacNaughton  250-498-3468  250-498-0339  pd53@bctf.ca Stikine Teachers' Association (87) Alithia Gillies    250-771-4343  pd87@bctf.ca Andre Lagace    250-771-4343  pd87@bctf.ca Sunshine Coast Teachers' Association (46) Patrick McCallum  604-885-3216  604-885-7991  pd46@bctf.ca Surrey Teachers' Association (36) Anne McNamee      pd36@bctf.ca Stephen Anderson      pd36@bctf.ca Terrace District Teachers' Union (881) Karen Andrews  250-635-3115  888-456-3464  pd881@bctf.ca Upper Skeena Teachers (882) Jan Thorburn  250-842-5214  888-503-6959  pd882@bctf.ca Shirley Hobenshield  250-849-5484  888-594-2271  pd882@bctf.ca Vancouver Elementary School Teachers' Association (391) Allison Jambor      pd391@bctf.ca Patricia Gudlaugson      pd391@bctf.ca Vancouver Island North Teachers' Association (85) Sarah Soltau-Heller  250-949-6418  250-949-6485  pd85@bctf.ca Vancouver Island West Teachers' Union (84) Adam Barber    250-761-4234  pd84@bctf.ca Glyn Howell    250-934-6578  pd84@bctf.ca Vancouver Secondary Teachers' Association (392) Mary Filleul    604-713-5076  pd392@bctf.ca Vernon Teachers' Association (22) Robyn Ladner    250-545-7680  pd22@bctf.ca West Vancouver Teachers' Association (45) Rosemary Murray  604-981-1200  604-981-1201  pd45@bctf.ca Shannon Gray  604-981-1130  604-981-1131  pd45@bctf.ca Windermere Teachers' Association (4) Robyn Oliver  250-342-9213  250-342-4499  pd04@bctf.ca)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Foster parents are ordinary people engaged in extraordinary acts of kindness. Join the team! http://t.co/6jUkcsOp6V" @Teresa_Wat - 04:31pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=25436,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > March 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 5, March 2012   1939–40: The Langley affair By Ken Novakowski   Langley, 1939–40. Forty Langley teachers (mostly women) and led by Connie Jervis took on their school board and other community leaders in their struggle to have an arbitrated salary award implemented. They endured vilification in the local and regional press, were fired, reinstated then demoted. They persisted and won an important victory for all teachers. BC teachers achieved full bargaining rights (the rights to bargain all terms and conditions of employment and to strike) 25 years ago in 1987, a full 70 years after the formation of the BCTF. The BC teacher quest for full bargaining rights is an interesting and engaging history with many fascinating stories that outline the different steps we took on the way to getting there. The Langley affair is one such story. After a number of local conflicts including strikes in Victoria (1919) and New Westminster (1921) and years of presentations from the BC Teachers’ Federation, the BC government, in 1937, finally introduced legislation that enshrined in law compulsory arbitration as the dispute resolution for teacher negotiations. This was an important victory for teachers who had been essentially at the total behest of their school board employers. This new legislation did not sit well with some school boards. The Langley School Board chose to disregard this new law. So this is the story of how a courageous group of Langley teachers, mostly women, successfully challenged their school board by insisting on their legal rights and thus the right to arbitration became a reality for BC teachers. In 1939–40, Langley was very much a rural school district; most residents were farmers. Canada had declared war on Nazi Germany in September of 1939 and, as elsewhere across the country, young men from Langley volunteered for war duty in Europe. There were about 50 teachers in Langley School District and most of them (but not all) were members of the Langley Teachers’ Association and the BC Teachers’ Federation. The annual salary of an elementary teacher at this time was about $780 and for a senior secondary teacher $1,100. There was no common or agreed to salary grid and women were paid less than men for the same work. The average class size was 45 with some classes in the high 50s. When women teachers married, they were asked to resign. School districts did not have superintendents so school boards had a very “hands on” approach to running the school district. Connie Jervis was the 24-year-old president of the Langley Teachers’ Association in 1939-40. She proved to be exactly the type of leader the Langley teachers needed to see them through the difficult times they would encounter with their school board. She was thoughtful, intelligent, well spoken and most of all persistent and courageous. Prior to 1939, Langley teachers did not present a collective position on salaries to their school board. As was the common practice in many school districts, the Langley School Board unilaterally set teacher salaries. In 1939, Connie Jervis helped organize a meeting of members of the Langley Teachers’ Association at the home of Roy Mountain who was salary chair for the teacher group. The teacher meeting put together a salary case and prepared to go forward and present it to their school board. BCTF president John Sutherland attended the meeting to indicate the support of the BCTF for this initiative. The school board refused to agree to any increase in teacher salaries. Fully aware of the new arbitration legislation passed in 1937, Connie Jervis and the Langley teachers requested that the matter be referred to binding arbitration and it was. The school board, however, refused to co-operate and would not attend the arbitration hearing so the provincial government named a person to represent the Langley Board on the panel. The panel went on to rule in favour of the teachers. The school board, through the local media, the Langley Advance, attacked the teachers for daring to invoke compulsory arbitration. In the January 25, 1940, issue of the Langley Advance, school board chairman, J.W. Berry, referred to compulsory arbitration as “the pistol to the head” approach. Teachers were called unpatriotic for wanting a salary increase. The school board refused to pay the arbitrated award and had the full support of the municipal council for their position. In the spring of 1940, the teachers took the school board to New Westminster County Court to enforce their arbitration award. Using the salary case of teacher Ronald Nordman, Judge David Whiteside ruled that the board had to pay him $880, the arbitrated award and $42 greater than his previous salary of $838. As a result of the Nordham court victory, 40 Langley teachers were to be paid an aggregate sum of $2,500 over their 1939 salaries. The board reacted badly. In the April 4 issue of the Langley Advance, board chairman Berry stated that any teacher requesting the arbitration award would be declared “obnoxious by the taxpayers of the municipality who they are serving and their resignations would be forthwith asked for.” No teachers resigned. On June 20, 1940, the Langley School Board fired Connie Jervis and 13 other teachers. Ten of the 14 were women. They immediately appealed their dismissal to the Board of Reference, a provincial body consisting of the representative of the BCTF, the BC School Trustees’ Association, and a third person chosen from the legal profession and appointed by the Chief Justice of the province. The Board of Reference ruled that no legal cause existed for the dismissals and its findings were confirmed by the Council of Public Instruction (the equivalent of the Ministry of Education) which ordered the reinstatement of the dismissed teachers in the positions held by them prior to their unjustified dismissal. But still the school board persisted. When teacher assignments were posted in the Langley Advance over the summer, Connie Jervis, Roy Mountain, and three other women teachers had been demoted by the school board and sent to remote and outlying schools. It should be noted that most people at this time did not have cars and travel within the district was difficult. On school opening day in September 1940, Connie Jervis and the other demoted teachers went to the schools and classrooms that they had taught in the previous June and sat at the teachers’ desks. The Vancouver dailies attacked the teachers for this tactic and referred to it as a “sitdown strike.” The chairman of the school board, J.W. Berry, went from school to school ordering the women teachers to go to their new assignments. All this was done by the school board in open defiance of direct instructions from the highest educational authority in the province. The aggrieved teachers again appealed to the Council of Public Instruction. The Council of Public Instruction ousted the Langley board and appointed in its place a public trustee. The demoted teachers returned to their “June” teaching positions and Langley teachers were finally paid their arbitrated award, but not without more public vilification. The September issue of the Langley Advance in an unusually large (for the time) headline declared “Langley Feels the Unwarranted Blow of Gov’t. Dictatorship” and further declared the event to be the “most serious in Langley’s history.” One can only imagine how isolated and intimidated Jervis and the other teachers must have felt. So what are we to take away from our knowledge of this experience in our history. Several things: Women have long played a leadership role in our Federation. Connie Jervis and her women colleagues were a fine example. Connie Jervis’s courage in taking the actions she did is exemplified by a recent statement made by her daughter, Peggy McLay, a current Langley teacher who rightly said: “She bravely took on the pillars of the community with fierce opposition and little to back her up.” It was not an easy struggle. Compulsory arbitration for teachers was not further challenged by school boards after the Langley affair. The Langley affair clearly demonstrated that school boards were subject to the laws of the land. Local actions do have a provincial impact. The actions of Langley teachers helped entrench a right that allowed all BC teachers to improve their economic status overall. Throughout the whole affair teachers had each other and they did have the BCTF. Their strong leadership and their unity were keys to their ultimate victory.   Ken Novakowski, retired teacher, former BCTF executive director, past BCTF president, currently on the board of the Labour Heritage Centre.   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141007,www.huffingtonpost.com,http://www.huffingtonpost.com/-lily-karlin/,Lily Karlin View mobile site HuffPost's QuickRead... Loading... ebola iOS app Android app Log in Create Account Notifications Profile Settings Logout October 7, 2014 Edition: U.S. BR Brasil CA Canada DE Deutschland ES España FR France IT Italia JP 日本 (Japan) KR 한국 (Korea) MG Maghreb UK United Kingdom US United States Follow FRONT PAGE Politics Colorado Governor: Legalizing Marijuana Was 'Reckless'502 Court Rejects Appeal On South Carolina Redistricting483 Reporter Asked Mark Pryor Whether Obama Is Doing Enough On Ebola. It Wasn't Pretty. 60 Percent Of Americans Soon Will Live In States With Marriage Equality536 Supreme Court Rejects Gay Marriage Appeals From 5 States937 Go to Politics More in Politics Pollster Politics Blog Off The Bus Election Maps Pollster You might also like WorldPost Green Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Business Walmart And Whole Foods Are Slowly Killing Traditional Supermarkets124 The North And South Are Seriously Divided When It Comes To Fast Food23 Chase Bank Refuses To Admit How Many People Were Actually Hacked29 Here's The Letter Calling On Mark Zuckerberg To Help 'Servant'-Like Bus Drivers27 You Can Now Get Health Insurance At Walmart53 Go to Business More in Business Small Biz Money You might also like WorldPost Tech Media Arts Sports Weird News Smarter Ideas Urban Progress Entertainment Kris Jenner Opens Up About The Late Robert Kardashian Blake Lively Is Pregnant!30 Mariah Carey Proves She's Not Lip-Synching42 Is This Where George Clooney And Amal Alamuddin Honeymooned? Pregnant Kelly Rowland Poses Topless In Black And White Photo Shoot Go to Entertainment More in Entertainment Celebrity TV You might also like Comedy Arts Books Food Style Weird News Moviefone Tech Facebook Possibly Planning A Secret New Use For Messenger, Leaked Screenshots Reveal11 You're Using Your Sunglasses All Wrong Hewlett-Packard Plans To Break Into Two Companies77 Go to Tech More in Tech TEDWeekends Social Media You might also like Small Biz Green Science NY SF Smarter Ideas TechCrunch Engadget Media New York Times Editorial Board Backs Marijuana Initiatives56 This Is Why Live TV Weather Reports Are Still The Best Former CNN Employee Alleges Race And Age Discrimination In Wrongful Termination Suit Politico Sees Big Money In Expanding Its Labor Coverage Iran Frees Journalist On Bail Go to Media More in Media Eat The Press Calderone: The Backstory You might also like Entertainment TV Comedy Arts Books Religion Moviefone WorldPost Spanish Nurse First To Contract Ebola Outside West Africa518 It's Been 3 Weeks Since Anyone's Seen Kim And Rumors Are Swirling91 3 New Findings On ISIS Weapons That You Should Know About Kurds Face Massacre In Syrian Border Town As Turkey Just Watches334 American Held Hostage By ISIS: 'I Am Obviously Pretty Scared To Die'70 Go to WorldPost More in WorldPost Foreign Affairs Drug War Afghanistan Syria Conflict World Videos You might also like Travel Politics Business Tech Religion Healthy Living 6 Decisions You'll Never Regret Making29 These Workouts Are More Effective Than Running22 What We Know About Thomas Eric Duncan, The First Ebola Patient Diagnosed In The U.S.50 Lacey Lost 100 Pounds: 'You're Going To Have Bad Days, But What Awaits You Is Beyond Anything You Can Imagine'10 A Brief History Of How Breakfast Got Its 'Healthy' Rep Go to Healthy Living More in Healthy Living GPS for the Soul Health And Fitness Health News Becoming Fearless Sleep You might also like Food Post 50 Taste Religion OWN Comedy will.i.am Turns Jimmy Fallon's 'Ew!' Into Solid Gold30 32 Hilarious Haunted House Reactions Caught On Camera18 Yep, The Police Can LEGALLY Do That146 And Here's Why Cats Make Absolutely No Sense12 Seinfeld Uses Ad Award Speech To Mercilessly Mock Advertising Execs41 Go to Comedy More in Comedy Funny Videos Comedy Club Political Humor Original Video Crossing The Line You might also like Entertainment TV Weird News College Arts Lifestyle HUFFPOST LIVE Next Ferguson & The Threat Of State Violence Next SCOTUS To Rule On Prisoner's Beard Tomorrow 'Felony' Star Jai Courtney LIVE Tomorrow Author & Therapist Linda Carroll LIVE Tomorrow Macy Gray LIVE Go to HuffPost Live ALL SECTIONS News Politics WorldPost Business Small Business Money Media Sports Education Crime Weird News Good News Entertainment Entertainment Celebrity Comedy Arts & Culture Books TV Life & Style Healthy Living GPS for the Soul Style Home Taste Weddings Travel Parents Divorce Huff/Post 50 Marlo Thomas OWN Dr. Phil Tech & Science Tech Science Green Code Voices Women Black Voices Latino Voices Voces (en español) Gay Voices Religion College Teen Impact Local Chicago DC Denver Detroit Hawaii Los Angeles Miami New York San Francisco Our Mobile Apps iOS App HuffPost Live iOS Android App Black Voices Gay Voices Sports Crime Science Religion Celebrity Green Style Horoscopes Third Metric OWN Dr Phil GPS for the Soul Lily Karlin RSS Feed GET UPDATES FROM Lily Karlin   Like 338 Entries by Lily Karlin Watch A 'Gilmore Girls'/'Twin Peaks' Intro Credits Mash-Up, Because Small Town Life (0) Comments | Posted October 7, 2014 | 3:39 PM In case your Facebook newsfeed hadn't yet convinced you, there is now even more evidence that "Gilmore Girls" and "Twin Peaks" are the only television shows that matter right now. YouTube user Jamison Hermann put together a mash-up of the two series' opening credits, cleverly titled "Lead... Read Post Here Is Every 'Simpsons' Couch Gag From The Past 25 Years, All At Once (0) Comments | Posted October 7, 2014 | 10:59 AM It would be quite a project to watch every single "Simpsons" couch gag from the past 25 years. That is, until now. One very impressive person put together a quarter-century worth of the show's theme song closers and lined them up side by side in Read Post Alfonso Ribeiro Performs Carlton Dance on 'DWTS', Brings Your Childhood Back (0) Comments | Posted October 7, 2014 | 9:11 AM "Fresh Prince" alum Alfonso Ribeiro has officially brought the Carlton dance back to television. Since it was announced that the actor would appear on "Dancing With the Stars" this season, fans have laid in wait for the return of his character's signature moves. After... Read Post Pregnant Kelly Rowland Poses Topless In Black And White Photo Shoot For Elle (2) Comments | Posted October 6, 2014 | 5:38 PM Kelly Rowland, who is expecting her first child with husband Tim Witherspoon, posed topless for a black and white photo shoot to be featured in the pages of Elle magazine. Rowland, 33, took to Instagram on Monday to share a snap from the session with photographer... Read Post Kendra Wilkinson Opens Up About Her Relationship Status With Hank Baskett (14) Comments | Posted October 6, 2014 | 2:08 PM Kendra Wilkinson opened up about the status of her relationship with husband Hank Baskett in an interview with HuffPost Live on Monday. Since cheating rumors began to circulate about Baskett in June, the couple's marriage has been on shaky ground. But as of... Read Post Kris Jenner Opens Up About The Late Robert Kardashian (6) Comments | Posted October 6, 2014 | 9:47 AM Kris Jenner opened up about her former husband, the late Robert Kardashian, on "Beyond Candid With Giuliana!" on Sunday. In an intimate interview with Giuliana Rancic, the famous mom spoke candidly about her previous marriage and split, revealing that the divorce will "always be a regret." "I Read Post Lea Salonga Sings 'A Whole New World' More Than 21 Years Later, Brings Us To Tears All Over Again (16) Comments | Posted October 3, 2014 | 1:26 PM After more than 21 years, the singing voice behind Jasmine in Disney's animated "Aladdin" is still going strong. In a video posted to Youtube in April, Tony Award-winner Lea Salonga, who voiced the princess' musical numbers in the 1992 film, beautifully sings "A Whole New... Read Post Katherine Heigl's 'State Of Affairs' Crew Strips Down In Solidarity (9) Comments | Posted October 3, 2014 | 9:50 AM Katherine Heigl got some support on set while filming a sexy scene for new show "State of Affairs." The actress took to Instagram on Thursday to share a snap of herself scantily clad, in bed with co-star Mark Tallman, surrounded by a totally shirtless crew:... Read Post Kate Winslet Never Had Any 'Snogs' With Leonardo DiCaprio, Whatever That Means (9) Comments | Posted October 2, 2014 | 6:10 PM Kate Winslet never really had anything romantic going on with "Titanic" co-star Leonardo DiCaprio. The gorgeous star graces the cover of Marie Claire U.K.'s November issue, and opens up within its pages about her relationship with the A-list actor. "I think the reason that friendship works... Read Post Pregnant Kristen Bell Stuns On 'The Judge' Premiere Red Carpet (8) Comments | Posted October 2, 2014 | 10:48 AM Kristen Bell turned major heads at the premiere of the new film "The Judge" on Wednesday. The actress wowed in a body-hugging black dress, which she accessorized with elegant dangling earrings and a classic black clutch. ... Read Post Ariana Grande Says Comparisons To Mariah Carey Are A 'Great Honor' (15) Comments | Posted October 1, 2014 | 3:29 PM Ariana Grande is absolutely fine with all those Mariah Carey comparisons. "Mariah has been a huge influence on me since I was a little girl," Grande revealed to Us Weekly. "I've even done a cover of one of her songs. I don't think there are any... Read Post Lesli Linka Glatter Is Responsible For All Your Favorite TV Episodes (0) Comments | Posted October 1, 2014 | 2:56 PM As television series go, "Gilmore Girls," "ER" and "Mad Men," don't have all that much in common. But what they all do have, at some point over the course of their runs, are episodes directed by Lesli Linka Glatter. Though the nature of TV... Read Post Ashley Tisdale Debuts New Purple Hair On Instagram (4) Comments | Posted October 1, 2014 | 9:31 AM Ashley Tisdale is getting in on the latest hair trend. The star took to Instagram on Monday to share a snap of her new purple 'do. "I may have a cold but I got lavender in my bun :)," she captioned the photo. Tisdale gave her Instagram followers a sneak peak of the change on Sunday, when she shared a photo of her hair being worked on at the salon: "Getting into trouble with @ambahhh ;)," she wrote. The 29-year-old showed a little more of the look in a post celebrating a Season 2 pickup of ABC family show "Young & Hungry," on which she serves as executive producer. "Aaaaaahhhhh!!! @abcfamily picked up @youngandhungryabcf season 2!!! I am so excited I am literally kissing @wree 's ass ;) so proud of The whole team and cast of this show, truly talented people," she wrote in the caption. Congrats to Tisdale on the show, and on her rockin' new hairstyle! ... Read Post Megan Fox And Brian Austin Green Have Ridiculously Adorable Children (18) Comments | Posted September 30, 2014 | 10:53 AM In what could possibly be the most unsurprising news ever, Megan Fox's children are ridiculously adorable. Lucky for us, the star's husband, actor Brian Austin Green, recently joined Instagram, and has since been sharing snaps of the precious little ones for all the world to... Read Post Jason Derulo Says 'Pressures Of Marriage' Led To Jordin Sparks Split (26) Comments | Posted September 30, 2014 | 9:59 AM Jason Derulo has opened up about the reasons behind his split with long-term girlfriend Jordin Sparks. Appearing on "On Air With Ryan Seacrest" on Monday, the "Marry Me" singer admitted that marriage pressures contributed to the couple's decision to part ways. “What happened …... Read Post Reese Witherspoon Reveals All Her Favorite Things In Vogue's '73 Questions' Series (3) Comments | Posted September 29, 2014 | 2:11 PM Reese Witherspoon covers Vogue's October issue, and in an accompanying web series, "73 Questions," she takes us into her home to tells us about all her favorite things. In the brief installment, the actress gives a tour of her beautiful property, does a casual backflip on her... Read Post Brad Pitt Says Shia LaBeouf Is 'One Of The Best Actors' He's Ever Seen (4) Comments | Posted September 29, 2014 | 10:30 AM Brad Pitt is officially a fan of his "Fury" co-star Shia LaBeouf. The recently married actor graces the cover of British GQ's November issue, and opens up within its pages about working with the "Transformers" star in the upcoming World War II drama. "Oh, I Read Post Snooki Welcomes Baby Girl Giovanna Marie LaValle (1) Comments | Posted September 26, 2014 | 11:29 AM Nicole "Snooki" Polizzi has given birth to her second child. After welcoming daughter Giovanna Marie LaValle with fiance Jionni LaValle on Friday, the star took to Twitter to announce the exciting news. So happy to let you know we had our beautiful daughter... Read Post Kimye Sports Matching Cleavage At Paris Fashion Week, Because Marriage (20) Comments | Posted September 26, 2014 | 10:29 AM Kim Kardashian made a pretty bold statement with her look at Paris Fashion Week on Thursday. Kardashian arrived at the Lanvin show in an eye-catching Lanvin ensemble -- what else? -- paired with Jimmy Choo shoes. The stylish star rocked a feathered mini skirt and an open... Read Post Hilary Duff Turns Heads At The 'All About You' Premiere Party (5) Comments | Posted September 25, 2014 | 8:32 AM Hilary Duff brought her fashion A-game to the Vevo music video premiere party for her new song, "All About You," on Wednesday. The star stole the red carpet in a gorgeous knit top, miniskirt and classic black heels. Read Post Most Popular WATCH: It's Time For A 'Blood Moon' MARIANA SUAREZ via Getty Images The Funniest Tweets From Parents This Week Twitter The Story Behind Sarah Silverman's Firing From ‘SNL' UPROXX Watch Bill Maher And Ben Affleck Get Into A Heated Debate Youtube '7th Heaven' Star Reportedly Confesses To Child Molestation On Tape Albert L. Ortega via Getty Images Target's Response To My Calling Out Their Girls' Clothing Problem Stephanie Giese How A Self-Described 'Blonde Tattooed Texas Girl' Became An ISIS Twitter Star ASSOCIATED PRESS This Woman's Polyphonic Overtone Singing Sounds Alien YouTube New Details Emerge In Alleged Teacher Group Sex Case Kenner Police 17 F'ed Up Things Kids Have Actually Done The Pump and Dump Show Supreme Court Rejects Gay Marriage Appeals From 5 States Hisham Ibrahim via Getty Images If Everyone On Earth Suddenly Vanished, Here's What Might Happen YouTube Wife Has Very Specific Instructions On How She Wants To Be Woken Up At 5 A.M. Imgur What Weightlifting For Just 20 Minutes Does To Your Brain Steve Bonini via Getty Images These Bridesmaids Photos Are A Train Wreck, And We Just Can't Look Away YouTube / BuzzFeedYellow 22 Times Mixing Tech And Alcohol Was A Really Bad Choice Imgur The WWE Marriage That Almost Wasn't Allowed To Happen Taylor Hill via Getty Images 100 Rare And Unusual Baby Names Catharina van den Dikkenberg via Getty Images Beyonce Shares Makeup-Free Selfie Myrna Suarez via Getty Images These Rare Photos From JFK And Jackie's Wedding Were Found In A Darkroom RR Auction Follow HuffPost Email Facebook Twitter Google Plus RSS Mobile The Morning Email Get top stories and blogs posts emailed to you each day. HuffPost HuffPost Follow HuffPost Most Popular on HuffPost Latest News View all RSS feeds Bloggers Index   More Posts by Watch A 'Gilmore Girls'/'Twin Peaks' Intro Credits Mash-Up, Because Small Town Life Here Is Every 'Simpsons' Couch Gag From The Past 25 Years, All At Once Alfonso Ribeiro Performs Carlton Dance on 'DWTS', Brings Your Childhood Back Pregnant Kelly Rowland Poses Topless In Black And White Photo Shoot For Elle Kendra Wilkinson Opens Up About Her Relationship Status With Hank Baskett Kris Jenner Opens Up About The Late Robert Kardashian Lea Salonga Sings 'A Whole New World' More Than 21 Years Later, Brings Us To Tears All Over Again Katherine Heigl's 'State Of Affairs' Crew Strips Down In Solidarity Kate Winslet Never Had Any 'Snogs' With Leonardo DiCaprio, Whatever That Means Pregnant Kristen Bell Stuns On 'The Judge' Premiere Red Carpet Ariana Grande Says Comparisons To Mariah Carey Are A 'Great Honor' Lesli Linka Glatter Is Responsible For All Your Favorite TV Episodes Ashley Tisdale Debuts New Purple Hair On Instagram Megan Fox And Brian Austin Green Have Ridiculously Adorable Children Jason Derulo Says 'Pressures Of Marriage' Led To Jordin Sparks Split Reese Witherspoon Reveals All Her Favorite Things In Vogue's '73 Questions' Series Brad Pitt Says Shia LaBeouf Is 'One Of The Best Actors' He's Ever Seen Snooki Welcomes Baby Girl Giovanna Marie LaValle Kimye Sports Matching Cleavage At Paris Fashion Week, Because Marriage Hilary Duff Turns Heads At The 'All About You' Premiere Party Taylor Swift Hosts Private Party For Fans, Makes So Many Literal Dreams Come True 'Charles By The Way' Nails What It's Like To Crush On A Stranger Courteney Cox Was Actually Kind Of Jealous Of 'The Rachel' Haircut Katherine Heigl Dons A Bikini, Parties With Friends At The Beach Aaron Carter Responds To Hilary Duff's Comments About His Undying Love For Her The 15 Most Iconic Josh-Donna Moments in 'West Wing' History Jessica Simpson Will Not Have Any More Ridiculously Adorable Children Melissa Rivers Shares First Statement Since Joan Rivers' Funeral Jenny McCarthy Loses Wedding Ring During Honeymoon Kim Kardashian Asks Nasim Pedrad About That 'SNL' Impression Drew Barrymore Trades In Light Hair For Darker Look Gwen Stefani Celebrates 12-Year Wedding Anniversary With Adorable Throwback Photo Where We Left Off And What To Expect On 'The Mindy Project' Reese Witherspoon Shares Teenage Throwback Photo, Makes Us Miss The '90s The Word We Need To Stop Using To Describe The Act Of Eating Lorde Covers Elle, Displays Incredible Poise Once Again 'Married With Children' Just Had The Best Family Reunion Ever Katy Perry Graces Harper's Bazaar, Shares Wise New Thoughts On Love Kim Kardashian Stuns In Yet Another Plunging Neckline 'Orange Is The New Black' Star Dascha Polanco Debuts Purple Hair At New York Fashion Week Why Jennifer Garner Was Upset After Ben Affleck's Ice Bucket Challenge Kelly Clarkson Brings Adorable Daughter To Garth Brooks And Trisha Yearwood Concert 5 Key Things To Know About Robert Pattinson's Rumored New Girlfriend, FKA Twigs Lena Dunham Posts Plastic Surgery Joke In Honor Of Joan Rivers 'Fashion Police' Co-Stars And E! Colleagues Honor Joan Rivers Following Her Death 제임스 프랑코의 새로운 헤어스타일 : 영화 '제로빌'을 위해 삭발을 한 제임스 프랑코 Iconic Photos Of Joan And Melissa Rivers Through The Years James Franco Shaves Head For Upcoming Film 'Zeroville' Angelina Jolie And Brad Pitt Have Working Honeymoon On Set Of Upcoming Film 'By the Sea' Kate Hudson Slams Eating Disorder Rumors In New Issue Of Red Magazine Cara Delevingne Wows In Sheer Ensemble On The GQ Men Of The Year Awards Red Carpet Kim Kardashian Takes Her Crop Top To The Next Level With A Deep V-Neck You Know Who's Not To Blame For Jennifer Lawrence's Nude Photo Leaks? Jennifer Lawrence. Britney Spears Addresses David Lucado Cheating Rumors While Onstage At Las Vegas Show Celebrities Emerging From Water Because Hey ... It's Labor Day! Demi Lovato Credits Kim Kardashian With Changing Cultural Standards Of Beauty Why Courtney Stodden Will Never Be Marilyn Monroe, In Her Own Words Keira Knightley nua: atriz posa topless para a revista Interview Lena Dunham Posts An 'I Woke Up Like This' Selfie That We Can Actually Relate To Keira Knightley est replendissante seins nus pour le Interview Magazine (PHOTOS) Keira Knightley est replendissante seins nus pour le Interview Magazine (PHOTOS) Keira Knightley Stuns In Topless Photo Shoot For Interview Magazine Jessa Duggar's Fiance Ben Seewald Moves Into The Family Home Demi Lovato Opens Up About Body Image In An Inspiring Instagram Post Rihanna Slips Into A Bikini After Closing Out Monster Tour, Casually Hangs On A Yacht 'Modern Family' Star Sarah Hyland Splits With Boyfriend Of Five Years Matt Prokop The Emmys Still Aren't A Feminist Award Show Halle Berry Makes A Movie Star Appearance At The 2014 Emmy Awards The Emmy Awards Objectify Sofia Vergara During A Speech About Diversity On Television Jennifer Aniston Completes The Ice Bucket Challenge, Proves She Has The Cutest Relationship Ever Britney Spears Responds To Katy Perry's Denim Outfit Homage At The VMAs Benedict Cumberbatch Puts Other Celebrities To Shame With New Take On The Ice Bucket Challenge Tara Reid Drops All The Jaws In Revealing Pink Ensemble On The 'Sharknado 2' Red Carpet 8 TV Stars You Forgot Starred On 'Six Feet Under' First Reese Witherspoon Poses With 2-Year-Old Son Tennessee In Adorable Beachside Snap Anna Nicole Smith Estate Loses Final Bid For Late Husband's Fortune Aaron Paul Supports Brutally Attacked Teenager With Autism, Invites Him To Disneyland '19 Kids And Counting' Star Jill Duggar Expecting First Child With Husband Derick Dillard This 'Saved By The Bell' Dance Is Even More Amazing Than You Remember Katy Perry Hits The Waterpark In A Bikini, Proving She Really Is The All-American Girl Portia De Rossi Surprises Ellen DeGeneres With Adorable Anniversary Message Chris Pratt Used To Live In A Scooby Doo Van, As Though He Wasn't Charming Enough Nina Dobrev Completes The Ice Bucket Challenge In A Bikini, Casually Jumps Off A Boat Ariana Grande Opens Up About Life As A Nickelodeon Star: 'It Was A Little Frustrating' Justin Timberlake Sings Happy Birthday To 8-Year-Old Fan With Autism Jennifer Aniston Speaks Out Against Botox, Reveals An Even Larger Cultural Problem '19 Kids And Counting' Star Jessa Duggar Engaged To Ben Seewald Jessica Alba convierte un accidente de vestuario en un momento Marilyn Monroe Nicky Hilton Gets Engaged, Sister Paris Shares Touching Congratulatory Photo Jessica Alba Turns A Wardrobe Malfunction Into A Marilyn Monroe Moment 'Harry Potter' Star Rupert Grint Gets Mistaken For Ed Sheeran, Goes Along For The Ride The Twitterverse May Bring Diane Keaton To 'Broad City' Blake Lively Wants To Have 'A Litter Of Kids' With Husband Ryan Reynolds Audrey Hepburn's Granddaughter Covers Harper's Bazaar, Gives The World A Deja Vu Taylor Swift And Lorde Take A Cooking Class Together, Continue To Be Hollywood BFFs Jason Aldean Defends Romance With Girlfriend Brittany Kerr: 'I Wouldn't Change A Thing' Taylor Swift Throws Subtle Shade At 'Dramatic' Ex-Boyfriends Kim Kardashian And Kylie Jenner Go Matchy-Matchy In Crop Tops At Teen Choice Awards 10 Reasons Monica And Richard Should Have Stuck Together So, Is A Lady 'Ghostbusters' Reboot Really A Good Idea?   Archive October 2014 September 2014 August 2014 July 2014 June 2014 Advertise | Make HuffPost your Home Page | RSS | Careers | FAQ User Agreement | Privacy | Comment Policy | About Us | About Our Ads | Contact Us Copyright © 2014 TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. | "The Huffington Post" is a registered trademark of TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. All rights reserved. Part of HuffPost News • HPMG News HuffPost Lightbox)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2014/09/tentative-agreement-yes-or-no.html?showComment=1410938406701,Staffroom Confidential: Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, September 16, 2014 Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Despite what I know was a herculean effort on the part of our bargaining team, I very much hope that BC teachers will vote no to the tentative agreement. After five weeks of strike, and twelve years of legal battles, this is not the deal that will restore sanity to public education and it is not a fair deal for teachers and students. Just as teachers in Saskatchewan rejected a deal to ensure a better outcome, I hope BC teachers will consider a no vote to let our team know we have to go back to the bargaining table. Class size, composition The agreement provided a modified LIF fund starting at $75 million per year and increasing to $85 by the last year. It is for teachers only, which will mean a slight improvement in Districts where sizeable portions were spent on Education Assistants or senior District staff rather than teachers. However, in an average size District like Victoria (20,000 students, 1,000 teachers), this will translate into about 5-10 more teachers. That is one for every five schools. To put it in comparison, Justice Griffin's judgement estimated the lost funding due to lost class size language at about $330 million in current dollars. (Read more here about the proposed Education Fund.) I heard so many teachers speak up about the need to ensure that we do not return to over-crowded classes when the strike ends. This agreement does very little to alleviate what is the most pressing issue. Throwing away the court victory The agreement provides a "reopener" in the event we win on appeal our class size language. What this means is that the language returns, but is not implemented until new language is negotiated. Without the actual implementation of the returned language, there will be very little incentive for the government to bargain it back. We would essentially be back in the very same position we are in today, with government trying to bargain it out and us trying to bargain it back in. In my opinion, even if we were legislated back to work we would be in a superior position. If we won the appeal the government would then be forced to implement the language. We are thus throwing away our historic court victory and the bargaining pressure it potentially creates. The reopener is really only mildly less offensive than E80. In both cases, we have to bargain back what was illegally taken from our contract and the government will probably never have to restore it. In fact, the "reopener" creates the perfect opportunity for government to lock us out to try and force us to agree to something far inferior. Throwing away the remedy for the last twelve years The agreement provides $105 million to compensate for grievances over-sized classes for the last twelve years. Using Justice Griffin's estimates, our loss is roughly $300 million times 12 = over $3 billion. I cannot fathom how $105 million is a fair compromise. The BCTF's original proposal to put this money back into the system was a more fair and productive approach. This agreement means we can no longer go to the courts for a fair remedy. Wages The agreement is very close to government's original offer. While I would be willing to accept this if the class size language was returned, teachers should not be taking such a significant monetary loss without the commensurate gain in working conditions. We have lost roughly 12% of our annual salary. We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut. Minimal improvements There are very minimal improvements in preparation time for elementary teachers (10 minutes per week), and TTOC daily rate. The TTOC daily rate change may depend on your grid placement. It could actually be a wage loss for long term TTOCs who are above category 5 and step 7. There is also $11 million in health and dental benefits. At 40,000 members, this is $275 each. Hardly worth consideration in the context of the rest of the agreement. What next? There are a variety of options if we vote no. We can continue the strike. We can choose to return to work and continue bargaining. We do not, and should not, accept an agreement that doesn't meet our needs and doesn't meet the needs of students and public education. When Saskatchewan teachers rejected the first deal which had 5.5% wage increases over four years, the second deal had 7.3% increases over four years. They have said this still isn't good enough. For us, our main issue is classroom conditions. We need to say this isn't good enough. The way to do that is to vote no. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 7:48 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 124 comments: Troy MooreSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:17 PM The EC recommendation states the open clause will be argued from restored language. However, selling our grievances for nothing as the 105 million is strike savings, is plenty of reason to vote no. Further, no composition caps, but a fund controlled by Superintendents is enough reason to vote no. Thursday I will vote no.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:06 PM Re-opener also says "education fund" in place until new language bargained, so old language can disappear forever.Delete Reply Mme RousseauSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:33 PM Government starved us to death hoping we'd vote yes to whatever deal they'd offer. Planned it from the start.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:07 PM We can sill choose (collectively) to return to work if we reject this deal. Many options.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:09 PM Great analysis, Tara! I think that returning to work would be a bad idea. This will frustrate parents more if they need to find new ways to deal with taking care fo kids. USe the money given to you by the other unions. I am a teacher who had to quit for stress over the terrible condition of work (split FI grade 4/5, several low LD kids with little support, one severe with no support, 2 gifted (no support), and a principal who expected me to teach 2 separate social studies AND science programs)Delete Reply Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:56 PM Good points by all but the gov't succeeded in starving my family out and completly breaking us. I will be voting YES and live to fight another dayReplyDelete Replies schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:21 PM 'Fight another day'? In the last twelve years that we have been pushing back against this government, never has the tide tide been so much with teachers, class size/composition, and public education - and never has the government been pushed back onto the ropes (especially with the call for binding arbitration). What 'other day' is being proposed that we wait for? Now is the time. Vote 'no' and give the BCTF bargaining team a renewed mandate to get a decent deal for students and teachers.Delete Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:10 PM "Another day" means to wake up and realize that 2more weeks means my family of 5 could lose our home. It means I will do all I can to recall Cc, Factbender, and other mla's, and maybe even having "a guy I know" have a chat with them. In year 1 of their reign, I don't believe they even know what "the ropes" are. I will vote YES ...for my family, and I can live with thatDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:12 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply Karen FergusonSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:03 PM Just a question: When the Saskatchewan teachers voted no, had they already been on strike for 5 weeks?ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM No. They are working with no contract. They are not on strike.Delete Shannon DavisSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:23 AM I am a Saskatchewan teacher. We are not on strike; we are currently in the conciliation process after voting "no" to 2 previous offersDelete Reply "Mama Rose"September 16, 2014 at 9:27 PM Can we truly return to work without agreeing and continue bargaining? When I suggested returning to work a few weeks ago, the answer was "being on strike puts pressure on the gov't and without pressure they have no reason to settle." And can you explain more how legislating us back would be better than agreeing to this deal? And finally, why would the BCTF executive put forward a deal that was not a good one?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:30 PM Because they need confirmation of the resolve of the membership to get something better. That is what a no vote does.Delete Reply Troylana MSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:28 PM some great points to ponder, tara......thinking thinking....ReplyDelete schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:43 PM If we vote 'no' to the tentative deal we still have options: We'd not have a contract. But we could... a) strike with full picket lines b) partially strike with phase 1 (work-to-rule) in schools c) partially strike with periodic/rotating job action d) continue negotiating e) return to work and re-escalate strike f) some/all of the above ReplyDelete Replies Caroline MackenzieSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:21 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:14 PM a) will expedite matters (I say less that 3 days)Delete Reply danabjornsonSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:05 PM I am thinking that a legislated, crappier contract would only be in effect for 2 years max (before elections...). If we take this offer, then we will be agreeing to this pseudo-E80. Should we win the court case (which we likely will), we will have to settle on the terms of the THIS negotiated contract which doesn't actually restore learning conditions; it simply allows for those conditions to be negotiated. If we say n, then we default to the 2002 contract, which DOES restore the language. A "yes" vote is saying that we are good on "crumbs"; a "no" vote is saying we want an actual meal. That's my understanding, anyway. Please correct me where I am wrong, Tara. :)ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:44 PM And word is IF they legislate, they could opt to legislate back Grade 10-12 only causing the union to have to lay off all teachers and re-hire based on seniority. That will tear the union at the seams pitting teacher against teacher for those positions. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:17 PM There will be a general strike if that were to happen! They better not do this. They will regret it.Delete Reply imaginefunlearningSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:09 PM Some good points on the background of our fight over the past 12 years, which I have been actively engaged in; however we need to recognize the climate we are in. We are not in Sask. people! We have just come through a very long summer!! We need to thank our @bctf bargaining team & recognize the toll this has taken on all of us & our families. I don't have the luxury of more time on the strike line. This may be as good as it gets. Let's read the agreement and consider getting back to work and making some $ again! That's my 2 cents worth, which would come in really handy right now!!!ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:18 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply RobSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:11 PM Go back in work to rule mode. Work this winter to recall every Liberal MLA. ThAt is the only way to apply pressure to these criminals. ReplyDelete Replies Kate RestonSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:03 PM Recall! Not sure who won the battle but the war is still onDelete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:14 AM Well said Kate... I agree 100%Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:20 PM I think say NO and a better deal will be done in less than 3 days. These guys are not criminals, they are lower than that. I bet they get a sick pleasure in hurting the kids and the teachers.Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:31 PM An official recall is in the works: https://www.facebook.com/groups/316129595235450/?fref=ts Please consider joining.Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:26 AM Leah - do you honestly think anyone who voted BC Liberal did so thinking that they would act any differently on the education file?Delete Reply JJSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:16 PM I am glad to see other members who share my views. I am outraged at a 1.2 percent "raise" in salary per year that doesn't even meet inflation of currently 2%. I feel used and abused.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:23 PM Not to mention all of the other pittance! I am actually surprised that Iker asked teachers to vote on this! Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:18 PM Hi Tara Thanks for the summary! Will we be able to vote NO to the deal, but vote YES to returning to work? Will there be three options when we vote Thursday? Why did the BCTF agree to a substandard deal for us? If we vote no to a deal that was recommended to us, the teachers look like the bad guys and public approval will plummet. I am very disappointed and frustratedReplyDelete Replies KataSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:12 AM Public approval will not necessarily plummet. I have seen strikes where the membership has voted against the executive's "best results to date", and ended up with a better offer. This offer is an insult. The $300 million will not bring funding to the national average (I believe). More importantly, the wage offer is half of the average wage increase for public and private workers (StatsCan). Delete Reply MontySeptember 16, 2014 at 10:19 PM Thank you, Tara. My thoughts too, more clearly expressed. As well, Thursday is too soon to vote, too soon to vote, too soon to vote........ReplyDelete Richard ChalkeSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:21 PM Vote no and lose every shred of public support...just sayin!ReplyDelete Replies UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:31 AM I am a member of the public and would support a "no" vote. js!.Delete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:01 AM Richard Chalke, NO you won't! I am a mother with 3 adopted special needs children who need to be in a class that is designed for them and others like them (my kids are academically slightly delayed but their issues are more social and behavioural) where they can receive the education they deserve taught in a way they can comprehend. I will speak now for all the parents I know, and we will support the teacher's if they continue to fight for our children's best interest.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:28 PM It might not be pretty at first, but once we explain things (and I hope the Mandarin-speaking teachers flood the Richmond organization that voiced their concerns), they will back us. The 3 billions that the judge came to is the first I hear about. This should be stated to every newsmedia comment section in the province. Minimize pickets and flood those outlets with commenters, just like the Liberals do. Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:45 PM I am a member of the public and a single Mother of a child in the public school system. You will NOT lose one bit of my support if you vote no. I know that you are sacrificing so that my child can have a better education, and I am most grateful for it. Having said that, I also know that you are exhausted and broke. I have been dreading that you may have to settle for less than what you (we) deserve because the government succeeded in breaking you. I am not in your shoes, so cannot judge. If the vote is a yes, I understand and I am still behind you. Delete Reply Alison RocheSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:25 PM It is a crap deal. It's always a crap deal. Once you raise the stakes to striking, anything else is a cave in. The last time we walked out was the 3 day illegal strike where I threw away 1200$ and got EXACTLY the same contract I had the year before. The BCTF called it a win because they didn't rip up MORE of my contract. Ridiculous. There are a few of us that believe that working to contract, doing 100% of your teaching job and nothing more (like paying for supplies out of your own pocket or EC) is the only way teachers will survive this government. What if they get re-elected again? Then what? Teachers have lost thousands to these clowns to make "statements" about the state of public education in this province. We can't keep sacrificing ourselves and our families. And in the meantime, you talk to parents about why you have to take this crappy road. Because up until this strike they mostly didn't care about the state of education, but god forbid you didn't run a Sports Day. Then suddenly they wanted to know what the hell was going on. Keep the conversation going in schools. Attend your PAC meetings and stop enabling this govt to underfund and overwork the system. And still get paid!ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:20 AM I am very excited at the prospect of returning to my beloved job on Friday. However I will NOT continue to put my personal money into my classroom and I will be seriously reconsidering my involvement in extra curriculars. I think we shoot ourselves in the foot with all the unpaid work we so willingly volunteer to do. Delete Reply FCSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:38 PM I heard a rumour last week from a loose lipped government insider that after the 22nd, depending on the outcome of the negotiations the Liberals were going to announce a 3 step process. I was not clear if this was based on 3 steps to resolve the strike (perhaps the 3rd step is legislation??) or 3 steps to overhaul the education system, either way, they will settle it outright. I wish you all luck and all the information that you need to make a sound decision of what you feel is best.ReplyDelete Replies Lisa BurrowsSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:53 PM I have heard similar rumours. On the 23rd, the gov. was planning on introducing a $6000 per year voucher system for 3 choices: an academic or trades program, or something called EducationCanada. Not clear whether their intention was to privatize the public system, de-certify teachers and hire them back under new wage/benefits. Not clear where these rumours originated from. Maybe fear tactics to get teachers to vote yes. In any event, I plan on voting yes. I signed up to be a teacher, not a martyr. This strike has cost us a lot. We need to regain our livelihood and hopefully continue the conversation about class composition. We have at least awakened many people to the issue, and the court case is still an avenue that could eventually improve teaching and learning conditions.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:33 PM I urge all teachers to fight and say NO to this deal. Retired teacher who had to retire because horrendous work conditions. Make me proud. They will not last long if you say NO! I know this is tough, but there is money and I hear that Van City does offer loan at low to 0 %. Banks do allow you to miss a mortgage payment. Go talki to your banker.Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM Will school districts require teachers to make up missed days, as suggested in the media? Will the school calendar be changing to make up for the missed three weeks and if so will we be made aware of those changes PRIOR to the vote? ReplyDelete KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:41 PM "Wages..... We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut." And that is the cost of going on strike!!! There is nothing that can be done about that. You cannot go on strike and put up the raise you want every week to compensate for your time on strike - it doesn't work that way.ReplyDelete Replies Drew StevensonSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:59 AM I believe the missing "..." Suggests that they meant to refer to the losses against inflation since the last wage step increase. Thus this contract does not allow us to recover the buying power lost to inflation since the last non contract or "0%" year. Add those up and compare against the proposed increase and you see that by the end of the contract, we won't be able to afford the same value of goods (loaves of bread, watts of energy, litres of gas) that we could at the end of the last contracts term. It was not a comment about wages that were lost in the strike. Those are really small potatoes when compared to the grinding power of inflation over years and years. The next contract will use this latest for a bench mark so these losses to inflation will grind at all teachers for as long as they teach. A death of a thousand cuts to our ability to afford basic goods and services. Any raise less than inflation is a cut to the value placed on us and on our ability to pay our bills. Delete Reply Ed SSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:09 PM Having lost $20,000 (including summer school wages) as the single income for a family of five is far too much; I will be voting YES to the deal, unless the independently wealthy teachers out there who wish to continue the strike will pay my bills and mortgage for me.ReplyDelete Replies Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:14 PM I feel ya. Yes for meDelete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:18 AM Ed S. With all due respect (and I mean that), how did you lose $20,000 in the strike? Teachers were out 2 weeks (all out) before they were supposed to be in June, and now 3 weeks for the start of school? It is my understanding that teachers don't get paid through the summer months. Please correct me if I'm wrong, wherever I'm wrong. Shouldn't you have been financially alright for the summer months at least? Also all teachers knew this strike had a possibility of extending into the new school year but no one teacher budgeted for this possibility? I'm truly just trying to get a clear picture of where this all stems. NO disrespect intended.Delete BlairSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:12 AM Kelly, not Ed but if you look at the numbers there was the 10% lockout haircut in May/June plus the loss of most of June and the loss of much of September. In our 1 teacher (1 non) household we calculated a $9 K - $10 K loss so far. If you add summer school earnings you can easily make the loss in the $20 k zone. As for budgeting, we budget for the summer, but did not expect the 10% haircut, nor the loss of June/Sept days which completely messed our budgeting calculations. A very good friend (single teaching mother) was crushed by the loss of the June income and is without a penny today.Delete Mr. SmoothSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:35 PM The only one who didn't get a haircut was Jim Iker... and he needs one more than anyone else. What's with that over-coiffed 70"s mullet Jim? Does wonders for the BCTF brand image!Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:55 PM Jim's hair is not open for discussion in a respectful space like this. As for his salary, he is a teacher who does not get paid when we are on strike.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:04 PM Totally agree!Delete Reply Mr. GSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:24 PM If I thought they could do any better I would agree with voting NO, but you have to be realistic. The BCTF does not use professionals to bargain and always ends up with much less than they promise the membership when asking for a strike vote. While this is not a great deal for teachers, I really think you're fooling yourself if you think it'll get any better.ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:02 AM BCTF needs to be replaced with younger more adept representatives and advocates. Also, we should be hiring professional contract negotiators - you don't go into battle with cut throat corporate types with a wooden knife. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:37 PM This is BAD deal! Say NO to it and show those (expletives) that we will not take it anymore! Come on! Show them that teachers have a spine! They will respect us, oddly!Delete Reply retaSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:51 PM I agree with Richard. Those in the public that are uniformed would be furious, and there are many teachers who just can't afford to use their wages as their voice any longer - too much has already been donated to the government. In my opinion, the deal is pretty lame. I am sitting on the fence.ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:24 AM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:26 AM So true!!! I cannot afford to fight this battle for public education any longer. Why is this my personal and professional obligation??? However I think this deal is weak weak weak. I also think its the best we are going to get. Ideologically I'm on the fence but my wallet will vote YES.Delete Reply SirThinksToo MuchSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:54 PM My wife and I will be voting "Yes" on Thursday for it is the middle path. The easy path would have been for us to go back to school with E-80 & E-81 over our heads. The difficult path would be for us to vote "No" and put our mortgage at risk and having to continue asking retired parents for handouts to feed a family with three kids. The middle path is the wisest choice for us considering the current political climate in which those who do not teach are the quickest to judge it harshly.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:41 PM I understand that this is really tough for you! I almost died teaching a few month ago. I had to quit. Please consider holding on and say no. Remember the short loss in salary will be offset in the LONG-RUn by better salary increase. This is a joke! They will be laughing at you even more if we accept this. This is a very bad deal! However, I do respect your position!Delete Reply DaleSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:16 AM Why would classroom conditions be better on October 9th after being legislated back? We have been outplayed because of our stubborn refusal to outdated, tired old tactics. It is because of these actions that have led us to this terrible deal. Time to reset, regroup and stock up for the long haul. Can't do it if half the members commit hara kiri on themselves. We are a union of professionals not a cult. ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:49 AM Could not agree more.Delete schreck!September 17, 2014 at 9:44 AM Could you please advise which tactics you believe could have been used to secure a superior deal?Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:47 AM Full disclosure: I'm a BC Liberal supporter. The only people who would benefit from a NO vote are the BC Liberals. Teachers would be bargaining with no leverage whatsoever and would be viewed by a large segment of the population as unreasonable. The BC Liberals then get portray themselves as the only party capable of dealing with the BCTF. schreck! says that the BCTF has the government on the ropes, but he couldn't be farther from the truth. The government wants people to view the BCTF as their primary opponent. Disputes like this just shore up the BC Liberal base and protect its right flank. Any half-baked recall campaign will only reinforce that. It's true teachers aren't going to recoup the lost wages from the strike. I would suggest to you that that means this job action was probably not in teachers' interests, especially without any sort of appreciable strike fund. This is the best deal teachers were ever going to get with this government and people should have been able to recognize that in June. If you want my advice (which you probably don't), it would be to spend the next 5 years building up a strike fund, electing better leaders, and hiring a professional negotiating team. Don't bring a knife to a gunfight and expect things to go well. Focus on getting the best deal you can from whoever the government is rather than trying to change the government, the HST, Kinder Morgan or a thousand different issues that distract from education and erode the union's finances further. You'd be doing yourself a favour, and probably doing the NDP a favour at the same time. Also, if schreck! is David Schreck, you can thank his opposition to STV for the last two BC Liberal majorities. I know I do.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:11 PM One step would be to stop making political contributions to the NDP. This only contributes to the childish animosity and lack of trust that has constantly characterized negotiations. How else can the Socreds/Liberals view teachers except as enemies when they so publicly support their opponents. This stupid confrontational immature approach has to STOP!!!!! Education should not be a political fight when it is so obviously a valuable benefit to our society. It was an NDP government that legislated teachers back to work in 1993. Stop making education a political fight.Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:10 PM I don't think they have to go that far. CUPE and the Nurses still contribute to the NDP yet they don't have the same acrimonious relationship. CUPE and the Nurses just make their members their priority, and broader advocacy second.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:55 PM Ryan (possibly a Liberal paid commenter), with all due respect, I disagree with you. The cumulative increase in lieu of this will be better. Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can. I say to Iker, ask for 6% over 3 years because these people love to play the 15% over 15 year game to make it so big on the surface. Some people think that this is 15% every year. Believe me! I have seen it in comment sections. Others believe that the 15% is too high not understanding that they must divide things over the duration of the contract. It is time that we play it smarter. It is time to put the foot down and ask for money given to us by other unions, if it is needed. Banks can accept one late mortgage payment. It would be suicidal for them to not help. Imagine the possible damage if that ever leaks out. They could lose a lot in teacher money. I for one would pull my money out of a bank in support! Teachers are going to show this government that we have a spine! Enough is enough! Aren't you tired of being treated like kids? (Retired teacher who almost died in a car accident because of work conditions that were horrendous. I had to quit.)Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 AM Not paid by the BC Liberals. I pay them actually... :/ I imagine astroturfers of any affiliation wouldn't disclose their bias. "Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can." How did that work in May 2013? If the teachers reject a contract that their own union endorsed, it will make teachers seem unreasonable. Whether that perception is true or fair is irrelevant. It's what will happen, and teachers will be weaker as a result. Take my advice. Build up a strike fund and focus on the internal governance of the BCTF for the next 6 years. You'll be better off for it. Or not. I don't mind you or others making it easier for the party I support to get elected. I'd just rather not see kids and teachers hurt in the process.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:37 AM Ah! The "don't-hurt-kids" card, hey, when you have underfunded education for 12 years! WOW! That takes the cake! Are your trolling? Oh! You are serious? :) Would you be surprised if I don't follow your advice, considering your lack of logic? Would you be surprised if others don't follow your advice? It is ttue that bullies like you and your ilks love to show who is the boss, who is the teacher now! I suspect that is at the root of the problem! No one wants to fail in school! No one wants to get the strap! Sad that today's teachers don't like it too! But, who cares, we are ... teachers! We deserve it! BAH! BAH! BAH!Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:22 PM That's fine. I look forward to another 16 years of BC Liberal government.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:41 PM 16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate! Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan! Sociopaths do that!Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 9:35 AM "16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate!" 16 years of our opponents still don't understand why they lost. Like I said, that's fine with me. If I said the Liberals would be in power for at least another 13 years back in 2004 you probably would have laughed too. Heck, if I told you on May 13 last year that the BC Liberals would be reelected on May 14 you'd probably have laughed too. And you were wrong. Why is that? Answer that question if you want the NDP to win the next election. Without a correct answer to it, the NDP's cause is hopeless. "Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan!" You feel they are flawed, and that's fine. I don't go around calling people who disagree with me sociopaths, nor do I accuse them of being paid shills. But I also don't feel much need to address your ad hominems. There are logical arguments to support your position, but argumentum ad hominem is not one of them. It's a textbook logical fallacy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 1:15 PM Ah! Now I get it! It is all ego-based! You think because you voted the winning party that you are a winner and we are losers! You think because you predicted that the Liberals would win, you are winner. That does not make YOU a winner or the Liberals! It is called DEMOGRAPHICS, you expletives. The baby boomers are getting old and because they have more assets and won't make a whole lot more for too long, they need to vote a govn't who is going to do just that! It is not rocket science! WOW! You think you are so superior when your party stole an election with 47% of the popular vote. That's not a majority and your party should not have been elected. BTW, did you delete from your ethical memory the words Ethnic voting scandal? The field is slanted and you know it. However, you are so willing to minimize, forget the scams and bad fairplay tactics like a sociopath is allowed to minimize or ignore his or victims emotions that you don't see that you are the loser, we are the victim of your constant bullying. 1% wage increases after years of 0% increases and you can justify that when Yahoo reports that the average Canadian can hope to get 2.5% this and next year: https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html You Liberals behave like fascists, but we can't call you that because that's not allowed! Well! Guess what? It is and you are. Live with it! You keep on dreaming you are a genius! :) I am retired, getting soon a nice pension, and laughing at you from a beach somewhere! AHAHA! Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 2:14 PM What's with the name calling Peter? For someone claiming to be retired you really don't show the wisdom of age. For someone who talks about logic, you use logical fallacies like ad hominems a lot too. It's a fair point that the BC Liberals didn't get a majority of the vote (and I'm a very big supporter of electoral reform). The BC Liberals + Conservatives did though, and I don't think it's realistic to expect the BC Conservatives to have been more generous had they been part of government. Last time I checked I just voted. I didn't "victimize" anyone. Perhaps your rage is misplaced. If you think the election was "stolen" I'm afraid I have to question your grasp on reality though. "Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?" I'm glad you'll have a pleasant retirement Peter. I have no ill will towards you. I'm not sure why you think I do. I'm not saying people were *right* to vote BC Liberal. That's a matter of opinion. All I'm saying is people *did* vote BC Liberal. More voted BC Liberal than BC NDP for the last 5 elections in a row actually. You need to understand why that happened in order to change it for the next election. Clearly you're not interested in that though. Which is fair enough. Just remember next time you're upset about something the BC Liberals do that your lack of interest is part of why the BC Liberals get elected at all.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 3:23 PM I love your culture --or the lack of thereof! Guess what, stop thinking averybody is white and must follow your little rules. Namecalling? Sociopath? Whaaaat? And, what if you are? Still can't call you that? :) You fascist right-wingers are big on censorship! I just don't like you giving us lessons on how to get the NDP in. As stated, people are voting right of the NDP because it is a matter of demographics and a little ethnic vote buying on the side. The rest is mumbo jombo. Yes, of course, they will have to go on strike in the future and yes they will have to build a strike fund. The Liberals stole that from the BCTF too! And, you wonder why I don't have any respect for them? Yes, electoral reform is needed! We agree!Delete Reply JJ GeorgeSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:46 AM As a parent, I support the teachers and respect whether they choose to vote yes or no. However I noticed a discrepancy here from other information I've read regarding prep time for elementary teachers. Here it states minimal improvement to prep time - only 10 minutes per week being added. Elsewhere I read that it is 100 minutes per week for prep, increasing by an additional 10 minutes in the final year. That is a significant difference, and worth noting. Or have I completely misunderstood?ReplyDelete Replies Anne-MarieSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:59 AM Elementary teachers currently have 90 minutes of preparation time per week so an increase to 100 minutes per week is only gaining 10 minutes. In other provinces and some private schools they have as much as 45 minutes of prep time per day.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:56 PM Thank you for inquiring!Delete DW ZSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:57 PM You're right JJ George. There is a significant difference around the province regarding preparation times. In my district elementary teachers currently get 100 minutes of prep time. This new proposal is useless to me. I'll have to wait 6 years to gain an extra 10 minutes. Delete Reply UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:11 AM Almost nobody gets cost of living adjustments. Also inflation is NOT 2%. Do some research and look at the CPI for BC over the last 24 months. The average over the last 2 years is 0.7%, not 2%. The CPI changes every month so you cant just look at the highest month and declare that THE inflation rate. Check out the 12 month averages document for the actual numbers. http://www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/StatisticsBySubject/Economy/ConsumerPriceIndex.aspx All that being said I support the teachers. if you think this is a bad deal as a parent my dream would be for the teachers to vote no but continue bargaining because I do think the kids need to be in school and I do fear that the teachers will lose all support if the strike continues. All I ask as a parent is that you do your own research and try not to be swayed by all the opinions. ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:01 AM Inflation for August was 2.1% (http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/economy/cpi-report-expected-to-reveal-rise-in-canadas-core-inflation-rate/article20593943/). The CPI is a year-over-year calculation.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:43 AM Inflation should be looked at as a yearly average, not an individual month.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:34 PM The lawyers do not believe we have compromised our court deal. Our leadership would not have sold us out. We dodged a bullet. The Premier had something loaded even if we are not sure what it was. The idea that we could simply return to work is not guaranteed. I think a no vote could easily lead to the Liberals locking us out again because the Premier wants to crush us and she will use any excuse. She did not want to take the advice of her people and do this deal. I am certain a plan for drastic action (where we have to take the concessions they had planned) or worse - was in place. We can't guarantee the press will do any better job explaining the complexities should we say no. They rarely sided with us in markets outside of Vancouver where people are more political and they often misled or allowed others to mislead. They are not helping and would sensationalize. This would see dissolution of support very quickly - especially if we asked for wages. (Though admittedly it angers me that we can't ask for wages without being accused of being greedy when that is what most bargaining units do). But we have argued this is about kids and while this is not ideal - it is better to have teachers than not. The deal does suck in that it does not bring us to par - but this fight needs to be won with a strategy that is political and capacity will do that in another round. We have some support - but it is limited to the choir. We need to have the pews too. We need to build that capacity while working and continue to find allies because the fight is bigger than most people want to consider. This is about ideology and about privatization. Education always was political but never more so than now and we have to fight this party or the conservatives who would do the same or worse. No teacher who is responsible can ignore the politics any longer. That is simply the truth. If you work in the system you better get informed and you better be prepared to fight until retirement for the system. That said, I want to ask the same question others are asking: Why is this the job of 42,000 teachers and not the job of all citizens who want equality to fight for this right? It is time (while the conversation is still on-going and up to and including election night) for us to guide the public where we can but mainly play our part by not propping the system up. Make poverty known. Make noise about shortfalls, ask questions (in the media or in board offices ) about who is going to fix it instead of paying ourselves, volunteer some but wait for the pubic to step up so they see what schools lack. I hate the deal too. But I trust Vince Ready and Iker and I don't think we could have done better right now. I think we dodged a bullet because I have read everything this government has put out and followed the trail. They plan to privatize and they are just looking for the route. Voting YES for now does not mean we are giving up. It does not mean a win in the way we wanted but we have won a battle that will lead to us winning the war. If we don't rest up and stock up we might not get there.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:57 PM Well, if it is bigger than just this battle, then we will need ALL the unions to strike if they do indeed use drastic (draconian) measures. I say it is time for ALL of the unions to call a general strike. I guarantee that they will not like that one bit. What will they do then? Call the army? :) People in Europe, at the end of the 19th century stood up in mines. General strikes do occur in Europe and have. If you think you had it tough, think of them who stood tall for US in tougher times and conditions. Make sacrifices. Sell furniture. Tutor on the side. Ask for the BCTF money. Ask your banker to help. As friends and relatives. If we say NO, it won't last long. If they legislate us back, let's call a general province-wide strike of all unions. Delete Reply Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:47 AM Between CC's smug smile as she celebrates slaughtered teachers and Jim Iker's goofy grin - seemingly unaware that he has been a willing puppet, I am thoroughly disgusted. Over the next 5 years, teachers will be in an increasingly bad situation financially, classrooms will continue to be too large and complex with increasing medical, social and environmental issues impacting academic delivery. It could not be less obvious that things will continue to worsen. The Liberals have ensured that BC is rapidly becoming the Canadian Monaco for rich off shore interests and wealthy corporations. Soon the underpaid "workers" will have to be bussed in daily to Vancouver - Asian style. The only recourse is to move to just about any other province and bring in up to $100,000 more over the six years with much less cost of living. So we are bailing, encouraged by friends who have gotten positions in Manitoba and Alberta. My colleagues and I discovered through contacting several school boards across Canada that specialist (special needs and behavioural) and secondary science teachers are in particular demand. I want to work in a professional, respectful environment where the needs of all children are considered a priority and where I feel inspired to do my best. However, I want my vote to reflect the wishes of teachers who will be here over the next 6 (5) years, so very much appreciate your blog and opportunity to read the comments.ReplyDelete Bert SlaterSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:11 AM To vote YES will throw away 12 years of effort, and 2 victories in BC Supreme Court. To vote YES will be to snatch defeat from the jaws of victory. If you vote YES what bargaining power do you think you will have - the government will do nothing, and then what do you think you will do - take job action? PLEASE VOTE NO.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:59 PM Time to show you have a spine!Delete Reply RodSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:06 AM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Cool HandSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 AM Wouldn't a 'No' vote be a vote of no confidence in the BCTF itself?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:02 AM Not at all. It is just a message to the leadership we need to do better. The strength of the union is the members, and we support the leadership by giving them direction through democratic means.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:40 PM I disagree. How else can a recommendation by the EC to vote yes be interpreted? Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:00 PM I am sure people will interpret this both ways, but it is a vote. If it is supposed to be a "Yes", because it might be interpreted one way, then why bother having a vote?Delete Kate TSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:07 AM Yes , it would be. I don't think we could come out much better than this with this government. How will a No obtain that? Christy will be happy, she can declare the BCTF gone and roll out her plan to privatize. Delete Reply David DeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:06 AM A no vote would be a rejection of a the court victories defied by the government and an inadequate deal containing some vague promises that won't meet the needs of teachers or students on class size and other important issues.In Ontario elementary teachers get 200 minutes of prep time per 5 day cycle. I know there is financial hardship, but the union has received close to $2 million in donations from other unions; is there no way of accessing hardship funds? At minimum, vote no and return to work on work to rule with various strike options.ReplyDelete Erica JonesSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:25 AM This article actually makes me so mad. It is NOT better for the kids that they have missed almost all of june and all of september. This is what you signed up for in BC as a teacher. Get on board or GET OUT.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:20 PM Is this really what teachers signed up for? At my high school, each class has about 30 kids, with an average of 17 kids per classroom with an identified learning disability. Our district says that there should be no more than 4 kids per classroom.. How do you expect non-specialist teachers to help each student when over half of them require more resources because of a learning disability? Furthermore, are you generalizing the "better-ness" to all the kids in BC? Because I don't think that it would be better if kids went back considering the learning environment isn't up to par. There are barely any Education Assistants, and support teachers for the multitude of children who need them. While I recognize and appreciate your enthusiasm for education, please realize that the public school system isn't a daycare. Also, please think about your words and the learning environment prior to speaking out. By the way, we're not an autocracy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:08 PM I can understand your frustration! Understand mine! I almost died at 7:30 pm one night returning from teaching a FI split class with several students who did not get enough support or no support at all. The principal expressed to me that he expected me to teach 2 different social studies programs and 2 different science programs. ANYONE I talked to knows that this is impossible to do, especially in French Immersion when kids get no support at home and books are often too hard for students to read. I had to quit my job. I did it for me and did it for the kids. I was like a surgeon who is asked to operate on 5 patients with an old scalpel with 2 inexperienced nurses. Predictably, 4 patients would die and I would be reprimanded! Teachers are put in terrible conditions and kids too. I hope you have the openmind to consider the reality of this honest personal anecdote. I also wish you to understand that this is likely not an isolated incident. What will it take? A kid to commit suicide because he or she is not getitng enough support?Delete Reply hilarySeptember 17, 2014 at 10:29 AM It is incorrect to equate lost funding with what the teachers would have received in grievances. The two are not equivalent. The starting position of the BCTF was $225M, so they never expected $3B to resolve grievances. I'm also interested to know where you get your figures on overcrowded classrooms. A recent Globe and Mail article says that classrooms are, on average, smaller than the caps set in 2002.ReplyDelete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:36 AM The signing bonus should be roughly $2500 each: 105 million divided by 41 thousand.ReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:53 AM It is not that simple. The $105 million is to be allocated by the union. The term "signing bonus" has been crossed off on the signed document. Some of that money may be used to pay union debts. Don't know this but clarification would be useful.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:16 PM Just quoting from the CBC news website, "And finally there are details of $105-million fund to settle grievances stemming from the ongoing court case. The BCTF says that money will be given out as a signing bonus, with specific amount yet to be determined."Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:34 AM I think it would be smart to put at least part of it into your strike fund.Delete Reply WheelsSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:55 AM If the money is used as a signing bonus, it should be based on FTEReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:12 PM Yes I am sure it will be based on FTE. The question is how much of the $105 Million is actually distributed. This is up to the union, and I am told that it is yet to be decided.Delete GuruSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:44 PM And don't forget all the retired teachers who are entitled to a share of it.Delete Reply Geoff OrmeSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:18 PM In another discussion of this someone suggested that under BC Labour Law a no vote means rejection of the proposed deal, and that means the strike continues until either: - the union in question elects to stand down - another tentative deal is presented or - the government imposes a legislated contract. I think the last of these is the most likely, and I believe the legislated contract would be draconian and brutal. What do you think, Tara? Also, I would appreciate your thoughts on Sandy Garossino's comments at https://storify.com/Garossino/should-teachers-accept-the-contractReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:14 PM If this is so, in a few month (likely a couple of years), teachers will win so much more with a Supreme Court judgment! It is possible that the Liberals know that the higher courts are stacked by Liberal judges (that is what happen when judges are chosen, not elected). In any case, a negative settlement (or not a great judgment) will galvinize the public to reform the way the Supreme court judges are being chosen. I doubt that any govn't will want that to happen. A legislated contract will make the LIbs look like sociopaths and dictators.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:47 PM Peter I think you are expecting far too much from the public, many of whom are only paying attention to this matter due to kids being home from school. The public are not remotely this savvy on the political process.Delete Reply IslanderSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:09 PM I am a continuing education teacher. We have it even worse and we are not listened to enough about our poor conditions. Those include no prep time (and we do have to mark and do report cards many times a year sometimes and commonly for 30 students in a class), travelling to different schools with no compensation, and having next to no breaks in between 3 hour classes. I worked for two years with no lunch break and taught 6 hours straight (just 15 min. breaks) to be told, "don't complain since there are others who will do it". We then got 15 min. breaks in between classes. Most of our students are wealthy immigrants, many who try to stay in classes as long as possible since the classes are free. After spending a year in Germany, I realize how better organized it is where the immigrants pay to learn the language on a sliding scale, and have to pay for a student book as well for each class. We do not even have text books, but photocopy so much at tax payers' expense. This is not right. I then teach summer school since we were not on a 12 month continual salary and most of those students are also immigrants (at least 75%). This is also free and it is becoming so common and the new immigrants know this is free babysitting and tutoring. I think one main problem is that we have so many new immigrants in our classes who need ESL like this article states about our inclusion style of education nowadays: http://www.vancouversun.com/life/Shelley+Fralic+trouble+with+schools/10203596/story.html I am honored to be teaching and like my job, but it does get exhausting especially since I need two or three jobs to pay the mortgage that I now no longer have.. back to renting since it all I can afford in this city that has become so expensive. And many don't realize that it is very very difficult to get to full time work as a teacher here. There was a formula that made it take about 10 years to get to f/t (now finally changed). I have been without pay for 3 months, and now had to finally rent a place in anticipation of returning to work, so I have to vote "yes", but please keep the comments coming for what alternatives we have. Maybe we have to just educate the public in a better way than picketing; maybe get out and walk around malls and talk to people and hand out pamphlets on how this liberal government is hurting this. Most Asians (probably just the new who are from such a different system) are already against the teachers since they do not seem to understand what is going on. http://www.vancouversun.com/Business/asia-pacific/Chuck+Chiang+Many+Asian+families+place+blame/10202757/story.htmlReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:17 PM First of all, myn thoughts are with you! I think your ideas about using different strategies is smart. Picketing is not a very good strategy to let people know about things. I think using the membership to flood media comment sections would be more effective. Going to talk to the public might be a good idea along with this, I think. Phone the BCTF and ask for support.Delete Reply Marsha HolleySeptember 17, 2014 at 1:36 PM A teachers wife Vote no you have come to far to back down. It is a -----Y DEAL. ReplyDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:45 PM Ask yourself WHY teachers cannot get 1/2 of the average increase in salary of the private sector? (The Libs will tell you because there are sooooooo many teachers, but I also hear that there are provinces where there is a need for teachers!) TORONTO - A new study says that Canadians, on average, can expect about the same size salary increase next year as in 2014. Human resources consultants Pal Benefits says a survey of 401 organizations, mainly in Ontario, Alberta and British Columbia, projected salary increase for 2015 at an average of 2.79 per cent. That was almost unchanged from the 2.74 per cent average increase projected in last year's survey. Meanwhile, in addition to the average salary increase remaining relatively steady year over year, the survey found that the percentage of employers who plan to freeze salaries appears to have stabilized at eight per cent —in the same percentages as was projected in 2014. Breaking down the numbers further, the survey found the average salary increase anticipated in the engineering, financial services and high technology sectors was three per cent. That compared with an average of 2.5 per cent on the low end for organizations in durable manufacturing. https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.htmlReplyDelete "Mama Rose"September 17, 2014 at 9:12 PM I used to agree with you, Tara, and appreciate you bringing these items to your blog to get us all thinking. But after a very long night and day of research and discussion, I realize I will be voting yes tomorrow. Here is why: I don't care about salary or benefit increases. That is not why I went on strike. I don't care if this tentative deal is not good for teachers. That's not why I went on strike either. For me, the single most important issue is class size and composition. I want to work in a classroom where I have enough time and resources available to me to adequately help all the students I teach. And while it is true that this tentative deal will not change anything in the classrooms right now (or at least most of our classrooms), I realized that we couldn't actually make changes in that area because the issues of cs and c is before the courts. When I made that connection and realized that this round of bargaining was really about a "good enough" agreement regarding wages, then the deal seems, well... good enough. BUT, the best part, is the language the BCTF legal team made around the furture court decision (the re-opener). They have it in writing that if we win the court case (which is likely) and when we have to start bargaining class size and comp again (that is exactly what Justice Susan Griffin said we would have to do) we will be STARTING from the 2002 levels. To make this simple to understand, I explained it to my friends using a number line. With this new language, the BCTF starts the next round of bargaining at say a 50. The government will want us to go to 10 or 15, and we'll compromise and end up maybe 25. But WITHOUT that language, we would have started bargaining at a 10 and only gone down from there. So I do believe it is the best deal possible, it still factors in the biggest issue (from my perspective), we do not lose the important gains of the past, and most importantly, everyone gets to go back to school.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 PM Mam Rose, I appreciate your point of view and your courage. However, let me point out to you and the readers that a decision at the BC supreme court might not turn out the way teachers anticipate. We all know that judges are appointed and who does the appointing? "All justices of the BCSC (including the position of Chief Justice and Associate Chief Justice) are appointed by the federal cabinet, on recommendation of the Minister of Justice. Masters are appointed by the provincial cabinet, on recommendation of the Attorney General in consultation with the Chief Justice." (Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Supreme_Court_of_British_Columbia) Now, I would like to think that all of those people are objective, but they are appointed and we know that there are political appointments. They have a lot of discretion over the laws and judgments. I am willing to bet that the BC Liberals do know this and are betitng the farm (or do they know something we don't know) that the Supreme Courts are stacked against teachers? So, I am not sure if we can count on a WIN if we proceed with the court ruling. I think we would be better to negotiate and negotiate a better deal.Delete Reply retaSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:57 AM Yes...no...yes...no...The last two days have been this. I’ve read so many articles and comments over the past few months and, I can say, I have learned a lot. I know this is not a great deal for teachers right now. I will be voting yes. This is why… 1. The children. Without going into the multiple issues (e.g., grad, post secondary, trades, sports, global education/trips, planned activities, those with varying degrees of special needs, those that need a soft place to land, etc., etc.) the children need to get on with their education. 2. The parents. For many parents, this strike is a financial burden. We do not like to be called baby sitters, but for many living below the poverty line, school is a financial relief. Winter is coming; gas bills will be expensive. 3. Poverty. Remember, BC has the highest child poverty rate in Canada. Schools feed and clothe numerous children. 4. The other systems educators work collaboratively with. MFCD, CYMH, foster parents, group homes, and the multitude of non-profit agencies that support vulnerable children and families are bursting at the seams. We are a part of that team. 5. CUPE. While some have been paid during this strike, that money is coming from districts. It was not provided by the government. And, CUPE is a partner in education - from the bus drivers to the tech dept to custodians to secretaries to EAs and so on. 6. Small Businesses. In our little towns, the school district is the number one employer. There is a direct cause-effect relationship between loss of wage and loss of business. 7. Money. The amount of money that is needed to reverse the erosion of the public education system over numerous years cannot be recouped in one sitting. This agreement is a start. It’s not much but the stage has been set. 8. THE COURT CASE. That is why we were on strike. All the other stuff could have been resolved months ago, but our government was working hard to make the court case go away. Well, it still exists. I consider that the victory. We live to fight another day (as rhetorical as that sounds) AND I hope people actually read the ruling and think critically about how a loss could impact the future of the Charter of Rights, and the power of government to contravene those rights. I am guessing we will vote to ratify as so many fear “what’s next?” from this government. It’s nasty business, and I think legislation would be next. VALUING PUBLIC EDUCATION needs to come from a STRONG, CONSISTENT public voice. If we do ratify the agreement, and those in the profession and public think we've given up, we have not. We’ve been fighting for years. We just haven’t been heard… until now. ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:21 AM I understand your point of view, but sometimes you have to fight to get what you want. This is a VERY bad deal, considering: Other people get on average 2.5% salary increases last year and this year and the next and the rest of us get 1% and must feel happy if we do.? (https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html) THIS DEAL is a horrendously BAD deal for kids/parents as well, of course. We are going to continue to be humiliated and be the laughing stock of many people of this province. After a decade of paycuts, WOW, this is what they are willing to offer! WOW! WOW! WOW!Delete Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:30 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Reply Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:37 PM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:08 PM Let's cross our fingers! I think we need a general strike by all unions if CC legislates teachers back. It is time to put the foot down and tell her and the Liberals that, as in the movie Network,"I am mad as hell and I won't take it anymore!"Delete Reply Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 8:26 PM Needs help on some stats for an online debate Looking for the last 10 or 15 years of contractual salary increases in %. So, 1% for 2001, 0% for 2002,...ReplyDelete Children FirstSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:00 PM Well it's all done now. Really hope the teacher's can find another angle to deal with class size and composition as well as student funding. The government will make sure the coming court case never swings your way no matter what. 2nd most expensive place to live in the the world!!! Wonder why and where the money goes??? ReplyDelete AnonSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 PM I'm an outsider, but have followed closely this whole fiasco and this is a RAW deal. Your union hung you out to dry on this one - taking a really bad deal (clearly no one from the BCTF had rudimentary math skills in their toolbox) and then publicly encouraging to the media that teachers accept the deal....what choice did you have - a no vote would have outraged the public. I could go on and on, but the bottom line, in my opinion, is that your union better get some stronger leaders who are PR and technology savvy. Out with Iker and the rest of those who bargained on your behalf - they just got ......well , we know that happened. Whew, can't even believe how screwed you got, absolutely amazing - nothing meaningful gained in the big picture and only very minor gains for a small group of people, bigger losses for the majority.. Wow - I better stop now. Best of luck. Thanks for all you do for our children. ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ▼  September (9) Reflections on the BC Teacher Strike BC Teacher strike - Lessons learned Response to Sandy Garossino Will the Education Fund improve classroom conditio... Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Class composition: a human rights perspective Class size and composition - a short visual histor... Guest post - I WILL HOLD THE LINE Teachers - let your leadership know it is time to ... ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=19920,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 2, October 2009  Teaching together in Kampala, Uganda By Erika van Oyen In December 2007, I was sitting with my book club for our annual Christmas dinner when the host asked if anyone was interested in going to Africa. This has always been a dream of mine. My hand shot up. They laughed and one said “That doesn’t surprise any of us!” It was six months later—to the day—that I landed in Uganda. I went as a member of Niteo, a Kelowna-based NGO, to participate in the “Teaching Together” project. This partnered Canadian teachers with Ugandan teachers for an educational dialogue about best practice and educational challenges faced on opposite sides of the globe. We found that even if we are on opposite sides of the globe, we are the same in our goal to instil a love for learning in our students and desire for these students to become successful members of the global community. The biggest difference? My classroom is stuffed full of books, craft supplies, and resources. If I don’t have it, I can easily get it. In Kampala, the teachers I worked with had tiny blackboards, the occasional textbook, and their voices. That was it; in Uganda, if a teacher wants a resource she or he either creates it or they do without. In order to address this, while the Canadian teachers worked in the schools, a second team of Niteo members put together the Eva Ruf Resource Centre. This is a three-bedroom house that has been partially converted into an education centre filled with storybooks, novels, games, computers, teacher resources, and craft supplies—all of it generously donated by Canadians. The resources were shipped over in a jam-packed shipping crate that miraculously arrived the same day we did. The resource centre came together in just six days. This was a true labour of love. It included painting, assembling, and installing locally made custom-sized furniture, organizing and indexing thousands of resources, and creating a computer network. The centre is also going to function as a guest house with three of the bedrooms converted into guest suites so that it will be self-sufficient. Betty Kabagambe, the director of the centre, was hired after an exhausting series of interviews by Niteo executive. On opening day, teachers and students from the various schools and people from the community came to see what had been created for them. I was moved to tears. Many of the children had never before coloured a picture, done a puzzle, or had a book read to them one-on-one. Even the teachers were like kids in a candy store; they opened books and ran to their colleagues to share what they had discovered. The students spontaneously broke into song as a way to share their joy with us. “Canadians are such generous people,” Muhamad Sekimuli, a biology and chemistry teacher at Kawanda Secondary School, said to me. “Thank you!” I feel, though, that I got the greater gift. It reinforced my belief that possessions are not as important as experiences. I was fortunate enough to return this summer (2009) with another team and we saw the resource centre in action. It was incredible to see how well used it is. Every day students come to use the books to help them with their studies. A local Kindergarten class comes every Thursday for story time. Teachers use the centre to get ideas for their lessons. Teens and young adults come for the free dance lessons being offered in the evenings. It has become a community centre and a safe place for children of all ages to hang out. Veronica, a 9-year-old girl, walks an hour each way during her school holidays and on Saturdays to read and draw at the centre. Puzzles, games, cards, books, magnetic letters, soccer balls, craft supplies, reference books, and teacher resources —all are being used on a daily basis. Some days, there are over 75 students at the centre but when Betty Kabagambe is ready to go home, Apollo, the groundskeeper, blows his whistle softly and all the students file out of the gate without any problems. The following morning when the gate is opened, children start pouring in again. What an incredible success! The teachers from Canada also offered PD opportunities for their Ugandan colleagues. Adrienne Gear and her publisher generously donated Reading Power books so that two workshops on Reading Power could be offered. There were also hands-on science and math workshops. They were a great hit and the teachers have asked for more next year. The skills that the team of Canadian teachers brings next year will help determine what PD opportunities Niteo will be able to offer our Ugandan counterparts. They are especially hoping for music, writing, PE, and secondary science to be offered as workshops for them. While Ugandan teachers do complete an education degree at the university in Kampala, little training is offered on how to make lessons hands-on for the students. The students in my school are currently fundraising to help pay for a van to be used as a bookmobile to take resources to the teachers in and around Kampala who can’t access the resource centre. In the 2008–09 school year, students held two benefit concerts, had a carwash, did healthy bake-sales, had a used-toy sale, and several students donated birthday money toward this cause. We are now two-thirds of the way there. This year, we will meet our goal and when I return to Kampala next summer, I will be able to take photos of the bookmobile that our school purchased for the teachers and students of Uganda. It is a very exciting project and the students often ask me how close we are to our goal. They were disappointed when we didn’t make it by last June but they are already asking what we will do this year to meet or even exceed our fundraising goal. It’s inspiring to see that the students here are so excited about the students across the ocean. I was so moved by my experience in Uganda in July 2008 that I am now a member of the Niteo board. We are a volunteer-run non-denominational organization and all our fundraising efforts go 100% toward our projects. We intend to return to Uganda next summer with two teams of volunteers: one team will be intergenerational for parents/grandparents to travel with their children/grandchildren, and the other team will be for teachers and other volunteers who want to work in Ugandan schools and orphanages. Both trips will be for two weeks. Future goals are to create a resource centre in the North where the villages are starting to rebuild after more than 20 years of civil war. We are always looking for more people who would like to be involved. You can learn more about Niteo on our website at www.niteoafrica.org. If you are interested in being involved or if you want to come to Uganda in 2010, please contact me at e.vanoyen@gmail.com. Uganda is a beautiful country with amazing people. I feel so fortunate to have added this exciting experience to my life! Erika van Oyen teaches at Ecole Glenmore Elementary, Kelowna. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/ResearchReports.aspx?id=10362&printPage=true,BCTF > Research Reports > School-generated funds in BC, 2005–06  	BCTF Research Reports  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Research Reports  PDF for print purposes SECTION V 2006-EF-02 School-generated funds in BC, 2005–06 By Anne Field BCTF Research Department School-generated funds continue to be a significant source of revenue for school districts, bringing in $178.4 million in 2005–06. Although funds collected at the school level have augmented district budgets for many years, it’s only since 2004–05 that districts have reported this income in a special-purpose fund, to comply with GAAP (generally-accepted accounting principles), the new Ministry of Education reporting requirements. School-generated funds are: …those that originate at the school level. These may include vending machines, cafeterias, field trips, yearbook sales, school fees, graduation fees and band fees. The definition of such activities as school-generated funds is specific to practices in that school district…. 5.2 School-generated funds should generally include all funds collected at the school level including those donated for school use by a Parents' Advisory Council (PAC). - from “GAAP implementation transition information for school districts: School-generated funds” (2004), www.bced.gov.bc.ca/accountability/district/gaap-implementation/school-generated-funds.pdf. See Table 1 for school-generated funds by district, the calculated amount per FTE student by district, and percentage of final total operating grant by district. The provincial total of school-generated funds for 2005–06 is $178.4 million, equal to 4.43% of the total provincial final operating grants for the year ($ 4,024,604,006). The same figures for 2004–05 are $185.3 million, 4.78%, and $3,877,418,026, respectively. The complete 2004–05 table and report can be viewed at bctf.ca/publications/ResearchReports.aspx?id=8422. Sources: School-generated funds: District Audited Financial Statements, Schedule B.1, Special Purpose Funds, School generated funds, “total, deferred contributions received.” Many districts now publish their audited financial statements online; access district sites from www.bced.gov.bc.ca/apps/imcl/imclWeb/SchoolBoardSelector.do. Student FTE: Ministry enrolment data, 2005–06, from www.bced.gov.bc.ca/reporting. Final district operating grants: Table 1A, Provincial overview of the final 2005–06 operating grants, at http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/k12funding/funding/05-06/final/table1a.pdf. Table 1: School-generated funds, BC, 2005-06 BC SCHOOL DISTRICT School-generated funds, 2005-06 Student FTE 2005-06 $ per FTE student School-gen funds as a % of final district op. grant Final district operating grant 2005-06 5 Southeast Kootenay $1,730,958 5,733.19 $301.92 3.86% $44,871,542 6 Rocky Mountain $2,078,271 3,523.13 $589.89 7.08% $29,353,040 8 Kootenay Lake $2,094,107 5,473.13 $382.62 4.55% $46,060,578 10 Arrow Lakes $188,997 648 $291.66 2.82% $6,692,758 19 Revelstoke $226,236 1,224 $184.83 2.37% $9,554,419 20 Kootenay-Columbia $1,125,034 4,547.13 $247.42 3.29% $34,146,777 22 Vernon $2,425,047 9,124.25 $265.78 3.8% $63,770,499 23 Central Okanagan $7,669,857 21,297.50 $360.13 5.39% $142,246,132 27 Cariboo-Chilcotin $1,910,483 6,384.06 $299.26 3.71% $51,531,658 28 Quesnel $1,070,710 4,003.69 $267.43 3.24% $33,057,957 33 Chilliwack $3,818,515 12,376.13 $308.54 4.6% $82,937,765 34 Abbotsford $6,213,624 19,196 $323.69 4.9% $126,782,455 35 Langley $6,452,319 19,195.25 $336.14 5.19% $124,434,779 36 Surrey $13,683,414 63,037.19 $217.07 3.27% $418,741,388 37 Delta $7,294,026 16,671.44 $437.52 6.59% $110,647,735 38 Richmond $7,977,796 22,512.94 $354.36 5.31% $150,189,466 39 Vancouver $26,270,682 56,777.74 $462.69 6.7% $392,031,557 40 New Westminster $1,441,544 6,348.56 $227.07 3.19% $45,218,243 41 Burnaby $8,779,667 24,065.12 $364.83 5.59% $157,027,153 42 Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows $4,445,681 15,048.56 $295.42 4.49% $98,943,494 43 Coquitlam $9,304,716 31,376.50 $296.55 4.64% $200,741,050 44 North Vancouver $7,391,114 17,370.69 $425.49 6.53% $113,152,719 45 West Vancouver $708,520 6,583.50 $107.62 1.8% $39,341,990 46 Sunshine Coast $962,667 3,821.81 $251.89 3.04% $31,620,660 47 Powell River $647,359 2,537 $255.17 3.19% $20,272,381 48 Howe Sound $1,445,573 4,329.19 $333.91 4.64% $31,158,779 49 Central Coast $90,217 292.38 $308.57 1.93% $4,676,716 50 Haida Gwaii/Queen Charlotte $336,069 772.63 $434.97 3.7% $9,072,252 51 Boundary $362,514 1,742.44 $208.05 2.38% $15,211,613 52 Prince Rupert $487,430 2,680.88 $181.82 2% $24,363,136 53 Okanagan Similkameen $966,134 2,840.50 $340.13 4.33% $22,320,794 54 Bulkley Valley $766,489 2,555 $300.00 3.62% $21,166,307 57 Prince George $4,238,655 15,433.23 $274.64 3.67% $115,650,574 58 Nicola-Similkameen $733,563 2,890.22 $253.81 3.12% $23,506,964 59 Peace River South 0 4,507.23 0 0% $38,804,733 60 Peace River North $2,049,967 5,803.75 $353.21 4.5% $45,572,151 61 Greater Victoria $5,954,015 20,024.56 $297.34 4.43% $134,265,703 62 Sooke $2,496,691 8,653 $288.53 4.02% $62,110,634 63 Saanich $2,835,927 8,519.25 $332.88 4.85% $58,514,828 64 Gulf Islands $504,547 1,659.31 $304.07 3.57% $14,116,913 67 Okanagan-Skaha $2,669,849 7,022.35 $380.19 5.37% $49,674,104 68 Nanaimo-Ladysmith $3,061,216 15,250.88 $200.72 2.94% $104,191,741 69 Qualicum $1,767,730 5,040.75 $350.69 4.7% $37,576,611 70 Alberni $1,487,124 4,589.38 $324.04 4.23% $35,159,690 71 Comox Valley $2,565,158 9,294.25 $275.99 3.95% $64,933,198 72 Campbell River $1,713,632 6,110 $280.46 3.72% $46,103,558 73 Kamloops Thompson $4,223,493 15,018.01 $281.23 3.87% $109,147,393 74 Gold Trail $314,241 1,835.50 $171.20 1.61% $19,547,447 75 Mission $1,746,256 7,086 $246.44 3.57% $48,871,145 78 Fraser-Cascade $793,986 2,223.25 $357.13 4.38% $18,126,971 79 Cowichan Valley $2,349,922 9,371.56 $250.75 3.57% $65,900,974 81 Fort Nelson 0 1,054.50 0 0% $9,174,209 82 Coast Mountains $1,641,317 5,818 $282.11 3.41% $48,136,690 83 North Okanagan-Shuswap $2,001,673 7,515.88 $266.33 3.5% $57,178,390 84 Vancouver Island West $93,407 445.50 $209.67 1.56% $5,998,244 85 Vancouver Island North $499,871 1,753.06 $285.14 2.8% $17,850,852 87 Stikine $78,066 285.75 $273.20 1.44% $5,411,042 91 Nechako Lakes $1,416,899 5,430.88 $260.90 3.13% $45,282,367 92 Nisga’a $74,944 627.50 $119.43 1.22% $6,155,737 93 French Education Authority $728,893 3,556.51 $204.95 2.01% $36,303,351 TOTALS $178,406,812 570,909.53 $312.50 4.43% $4,024,604,006 SOURCES: School-generated funds: BC District Audited Financial Statements, Schedule B.1, Special Purpose Funds, School-generated funds, total deferred contributions received; Student FTE: Ministry enrolment data; District operating grants: Table 1A, Provincial overview of the final 2005-06 operating grants.)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=14254,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 20, Number 2, October 2007 Langley special education inquiry By Gail Chaddock-Costello It is early in the school year, yet as I proof this article for the Teacher newsagazine, I have already heard that phrase dozens of times. It began at the BCTF Summer Conference in Kamloops, when delegates from districts across the province expressed a keen interest in the inquiry into special education in Langley. It appears our concerns regarding the rising numbers of students identified with special needs, the decreasing numbers of qualified staff to address their needs, and the lack of inclusion of special education teachers in the Bill 33 process, are not unique to Langley. When the BCTF Executive approved our proposal for financial and staff support in February of 2007, they set in motion a series of presentations, workshops, and meetings that are continuing at a rapid pace this fall. At our last steering committee meeting, we were excited to review the research component of our inquiry. This work was completed under the direction of Dr. Maureen Hoskyn and her undergraduate and graduate students at SFU. The inquiry panelists have already been sent copies of the winning research from the CRECHE (Centre for Research on Early Child Health and Education)—BCTF Scholarship Competition. An unexpected highlight for us was the news that one of our own Langley special education teachers, Elizabeth Wood, had written the first place winner: "Addressing the Working and Learning Conditions of Secondary Special Education Teachers: Embracing Collaboration." We were delighted that Elizabeth Wood was available to meet with our committee, summarize her research, and answer questions relevant to the inquiry. Our posters and bookmarks advertising the public hearings were distributed to teachers, CUPE 1260, and PAC representatives on September 10 and we quickly received requests for booking times to present to our panelists. We believe this indicates that parents of students with special needs, staff working with these students as well as local community support agencies, are increasingly concerned about the size of special education teachers’ caseloads. They realize with caseloads two to three times the size they were prior to our contact being stripped in January of 2002, that even highly trained staff, with the best of intentions, cannot deliver the same quality of programs, with the same degree of expediency, as was possible in 2002. In addition, these same groups express grave concerns regarding the lack of support for those "needy" but yet-to-be identified students, and the shortage of qualified staff should the positions be created. This real sense of urgency energized our steering committee to complete the work required to organize a dynamic, student-centered "Inquiry into Special Education in Langley." We have now completed the second component of the inquiry by training parents, teachers, and CUPE 1260 members to facilitate focus groups. These focus groups were used to solicit opinions on the topics of special needs and special education in a highly structured setting, with groups of 8–12 individuals at each session. CUPE staff conducted two focus groups with 12 participants in each group; LTA conducted two focus groups with a total of 23 teachers, and 28 parents held three focus sessions, all facilitated by trained parent volunteers. The data collected and recorded will be collated and made available to our three external panelists prior to the public hearings. These hearings and the resulting recommendations can’t come soon enough! Stress levels are on the rise among special education teachers and regular classroom teachers. Parents are rightfully demanding their child be provided service according to their needs and the recommendations stipulated in their psycho-educational assessment. Unfortunately, as the school year unfolds, there are not enough special education teachers or assistants in place to provide the reading, scribing, augmentative communication support, and physiotherapy required for these students to experience optimum success in the school setting. The Bill 33 consent and consult process, if it included special education teachers, might actually have an opportunity to identify and remedy some of these inequities in education. Currently, these teachers still appear to be beyond the scope of Bill 33—no caseload maximums, no cap on the numbers of identified students they should reasonably be expected to assist in any one block, and they are still required to accept all students with special needs who enroll in their schools, regardless of their caseload size. Why "regular" classroom teachers have limits under law but special education teachers are considered "exempt," is a question worthy of an answer from the Ministry of Education. While we wait for that response, we are continuing to prepare for the third component of our inquiry, the public hearings held by our three external panelists. When you read this, our Public Inquiry into Special Education will have officially finished. The hearings, presided over by our panelists Mike Suddaby, retired superintendent of schools, Maple Ridge; Nadine Guiltner, retired teacher and published author, and Dr. Shirley McBride, retired director of Special Programs, BC Ministry of Education, will already have taken place in Langley on October 24, 25, and 29. However, it is then that the most important section of the inquiry will be under way. The panelists will produce a report with recommendations regarding the working and learning conditions of special education teachers and students in Langley. It is, and always has been, our belief that this report will be a significant reflection on special education, not only for Langley, but for all school districts in BC. We are convinced that collectively, as a community of concerned citizens, parents, and professionals, we can advocate successfully for the supports public education requires to meet the real needs of all students. Gail Chaddock-Costello is 2nd vice-president, Langley Teachers’ Association. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/02/are-principals-friends-of-public.html?showComment=1329285915881,Staffroom Confidential: Are Principals friends of public education? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, February 14, 2012 Are Principals friends of public education? The BC Principals and Vice Principals Association has chosen a couple of times to wade in on the teachers' job action. Unfortunately they have chosen to mostly remain silent, or worse to oppose teacher actions - including when we are pushing for changes to improve student learning. In 2002, when class size limits and class composition limits were illegally removed from teacher collective agreements, the Principals supported government. They wanted the "flexibility" to arrange classes however they wanted. In my school, within three short years, this meant every PE 9 class had gone from 30 up to 40 students. Principals abused this authority and quickly drastically oversize classes became the norm. The BCPVPA has been almost silent on two decades of funding cuts to education budgets. Rather than speak out, they often claim they are working behind the scenes. This simply feeds in to a false impression that cuts are not hurting kids. During the current job action, many Principals have refused to do struck work as required by the Labour Relations Board. It is these Principal actions that have led to most of the cancellations of field trips and other activities because Principals would not do the paperwork. Where they are, these events have gone ahead. A common complaint is that they shouldn't have to do "teacher work", but since when was teacher work so inundated with forms, money collection, and administrivia? The reality is that Principals have been downloading this work to teachers for years. Why haven't administrators advocated for adequate secretarial support in schools to meet these needs? It is nonsensical to use teacher time (that could otherwise be spent on student learning activities) for paperwork. Principals have routinely refused to speak out when individual classes are not appropriate for student learning. Under the School Act guidelines, they must state their opinion on class organization for any class that is oversize or overcrowded. Despite 12,000 classes in this category, every single Principal for every single class has "signed off" on the class, attesting it is "appropriate for student learning". Where is the integrity in making such a claim when the real reasons (typically said privately to teachers) are lack of funding? Principals should be joining teachers and speaking up. They only need to look south to see that they too will soon be in the firing line with a government obsessed with US style "reform".  Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 10:02 AM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 3 comments: AnonymousFebruary 14, 2012 at 1:08 PM They would want "flexibility" because it makes their jobs easier. Scheduling is a hard problem. Harder when you need smaller class sizes but the government & board won't pay for enough teachers. The direction that authority flows makes it easy for principals to blame teachers and to push work onto teachers. It's hard work to go against authority and get the government and school boards to pony up the cash to hire more people. The principals could end up labeled as "whiners" or "not a team player". Then next year they get replaced by someone who will just accept whatever the higher-ups throw at them.ReplyDelete David BratzerFebruary 14, 2012 at 10:05 PM I suspect they would be more willing to speak up if they were unionized. Tara, I'm wondering if you see that as a possibility someday?ReplyDelete Tara EhrckeFebruary 15, 2012 at 10:42 AM Principals used to be a part of the BCTF and were removed by gov't some time ago. I don't really like the whole management model in schools - I think it de-professionalizes teachers. There are some interesting schools in the US (surprise!) that do not have Principals. Sometimes they get lots of buy in because the teachers feel truly part of the school leadership/decision making, rather than feeling that they are at the bottom of top-down diktats that simply don't make any sense on the ground. Here's an article about it: http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Education/2010/0901/School-teachers-in-charge-Why-some-schools-are-forgoing-principalsReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ▼  February (11) BC Teachers' Day of Action: It's about priorities.... Rally to support teachers for a fair deal On a legislated contract and parents who care - on... Will the BC government agree to mediation to resol... Confusing differentiation with adverse discriminat... Are BC workers getting wage increases? Are Principals friends of public education? Negotiate, don't legislate BC's Learning Improvement Fund - 1 minute per stud... Go east, young teacher Kevin Falcon speaks the Liberal truth - serve the ... ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com//up/?type=st&client,Staffroom Confidential Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Sorry, the page you were looking for in this blog does not exist. Sorry, the page you were looking for in this blog does not exist. Home Subscribe to: Posts (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts All Comments Atom All Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ▼  September (9) Reflections on the BC Teacher Strike BC Teacher strike - Lessons learned Response to Sandy Garossino Will the Education Fund improve classroom conditio... Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Class composition: a human rights perspective Class size and composition - a short visual histor... Guest post - I WILL HOLD THE LINE Teachers - let your leadership know it is time to ... ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8284&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 1, September 2004 Teachers' Pension Plan Check it out: Your pension plan has a new look The Teachers’ Pension Plan has adopted a new, unique logo. Why the change? Quite simply, we’d like you to think of your plan as home base, a comfortable place where you can easily find the information you need. This will become more important as the amount of information and the number of services available to members increase, particularly online. Visual cues such as the plan colour and logo will help you more easily navigate this material and zero in on the resources you need. The new logo brings a distinctive, positive look to the plan. On the practical side, it helps members identify plan material, even where the plan colour is not used. It’s a simple change, but we believe it’s another step toward helping you get to know your plan and the many services it offers. You can find the new logo and all kinds of pension information at pensionsbc.ca, then select Teachers’. Teachers’ reciprocal transfer agreement Under the interprovincial reciprocal transfer agreement, you may be able to combine your service from other teachers’ pension plans with your B.C. Teachers’ Pension Plan (TPP) service and increase your pension benefit, or qualify sooner for an unreduced pension. The agreement applies to teachers’ pension plans throughout Canada, with the exception of plans in Newfoundland and Labrador. Keep in mind that it is not always to your benefit to transfer service from another plan. For example, it may be financially advantageous for you to collect two pensions rather than transfer the service and collect a single pension. Before making a decision, you should contact the TPP and your previous pension plan to get more information. You may also want to see an independent financial advisor before deciding whether or not to transfer your service. For more information on this topic, see the TPP fact sheet Teachers’ Reciprocal Transfer Agreement, available online at pensionsbc.ca, or contact the plan at the following phone numbers: Victoria 250-953-3022, Vancouver 604-660-4088, Toll-free in B.C. 1-800-665-6770. TPP small pensions Health benefits are now available for all retired teachers’ pension plan members. Post-retirement extended health (EHB) and dental benefits are now available for retired members whose pension payment is not large enough to pay the premiums. While these members cannot have the premiums deducted directly from their pension payment, they can arrange to pay for EHB and dental coverage directly to Pacific Blue Cross via direct withdrawal from their bank account. This option is available for EHB and dental coverage, but is not available for Medical Services Plan (MSP) coverage. • If you know of anyone who lost the EHB and/or dental coverage since January 2001 because the pension payment was too small to pay the premiums let them know, they can regain this coverage. Teachers’ Pension Services will explain how to do so. Members who lost their health benefits coverage before January 2001 are not eligible to regain their coverage. • EHB and dental premiums will be based on the member’s total pensionable service. For the current premium schedule, see the Teachers’ Pension Plan Health Benefits for Retired Members fact sheet, available online at pensionsbuc.ca and click on Teachers’ or by contacting Teachers’ Pension Services. • If you know of anyone who would benefit from these changes or who may have questions or concerns about this change, please have them contact Teachers’ Pension Services at the following numbers: Victoria,250-356-9658; toll-free in B.C. 1-866-876-8877, toll-free in North America, 1-800-663-8823.)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet ""Everyone laughed when I said I wanted to open a button store" http://t.co/4AVIQWDBfB #smallbiz #entrepreneur" @naomiyamamoto - 06:39pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141007,www.youtube.com,https://www.youtube.com/user/www,www  - YouTube Upload Sign in Search www Videos Playlists Channels Discussion About What to Watch Best of YouTube Popular on YouTube Music Sports Gaming Education Movies TV Shows News Spotlight Browse channels Sign in now to see your channels and recommendations! Sign In Watch Queue TV Queue Watch QueueTV Queue Remove all Disconnect Loading... Watch Queue TV Queue __count__/__total__ SubscribeSubscribedUnsubscribe 45,327 Subscription preferences Loading... Loading... Working... www Home Videos Playlists Channels Discussion About All activities No recent activity Popular channels on YouTube RihannaVEVO SubscribeSubscribedUnsubscribe OneDirectionVEVO SubscribeSubscribedUnsubscribe PewDiePie SubscribeSubscribedUnsubscribe HolaSoyGerman. SubscribeSubscribedUnsubscribe JennaMarbles SubscribeSubscribedUnsubscribe KatyPerryVEVO SubscribeSubscribedUnsubscribe Language: English Country: Worldwide Safety: Off Help Loading... Loading... Loading... About Press & Blogs Copyright Creators & Partners Advertising Developers +YouTube Terms Privacy Policy & Safety Send feedback Try something new! Loading... Working... Sign in to add this to Watch Later Add to)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11082&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2002 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 14, Number 6, April 2002  Web sites of interest http://royal.okanagan.bc.ca David Perry, a teacher in Okanagan Skaha is managing a web site called Living Landscapes. The site is partnered with the Royal British Columbia Museum and acts as a "Virtual Museum" for the Thompson-Okanagan region. The site focusses on resource people and projects related to the human and natural history for the area. http://www.healthcarecommission.ca Discover how you can help shape the future of healthcare in Canada. Visit this web site and access the Consultation Workbook to voice your opinion. http://www.evergreen.ca/en/lg/lg-teach.html New online lesson plans designed for the outdoor classroom. Teacher’s corner offers teachers one of the few places to find lesson plans specifically for teaching in a naturalized school ground environment. http://www.vanaqua.org/Education_Programs/ Outreach_Programs/Great_Canadian_Shore_Cleanup/ Millions of volunteers from over 90 countries take to the beaches as part of the International Coastal Clean-up. The Vancouver Aquarium Marine Science Centre is co-ordinating the clean-up crew for Western Canada. Download the registration form or phone 604-659-3487 to sign your group up.)
(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/bctf?lang=pl,BCTF (@bctf) | Twitter Twitter Szukaj Szukaj na Twitterze Zapisane wyszukiwania Usuń Konto zweryfikowane @ Proponowani użytkownicy Konto zweryfikowane @ Konto zweryfikowane @ Język: polski Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Masz konto? Zaloguj się Nowy na Twitterze? Dołącz dzisiaj » Zaloguj się Tel, mail lub nazwa użytkownika Hasło Zaloguj się Zapamiętaj mnie Nie pamiętasz hasła? Korzystasz już z Twittera za pośrednictwem wiadomości tekstowych? BCTF @bctf Tweety 5 120 Zdjęcia/Filmy 481 Obserwowani 4 245 Obserwujący 18,3 tys. Ulubione 534   Więcej Ulubione Listy Wyłącz wyciszenie @bctf Wycisz @bctf Obserwuj Obserwowany Przestań obserwować Zablokowane Odblokuj Oczekujące Anuluj BCTF @bctf The BC Teachers' Federation represents the 41,000 public school teachers in British Columbia. Hopes for #bced outlined at http://www.afairdeal.ca  Vancouver, BC bctf.ca Dołączył grudzień 2008 481 Zdjęć lub filmów Tweety Tweety Tweety i odpowiedzi BCTF @bctf  ·  4 godz. Seeing some #bced teachers putting their names forward for School Board/ #bcmuni elections in November. Any in your community? #bcpoli Odpowiedz 0 odpowiedzi Podaj dalej Podane dalej 2 podane dalej 2 Ulubione Ulubione 2 ulubione 2 Więcej Zamieść tweet BCTF @bctf  ·  4 paź New @OECD_Edu report: School competition doesn’t improve achievement http://www.oecd.org/pisa/pisaproducts/pisainfocus/PISA-in-Focus-N42-%28eng%29-FINAL.pdf … + comment: http://www.thelittleeducationreport.ca/  | #bced Odpowiedz 0 odpowiedzi Podaj dalej Podane dalej 15 podanych dalej 15 Ulubione Ulubione 7 ulubionych 7 Więcej Zamieść tweet BCTF @bctf  ·  4 paź Why do we educate? - New @bctf research report re: proposed #bced directions + new economies: http://bctf.ca/uploadedFiles/Publications/Research_reports/RR2014-07.pdf … | #cdnedchat #edpolicy Odpowiedz 0 odpowiedzi Podaj dalej Podane dalej 9 podanych dalej 9 Ulubione Ulubione 4 ulubione 4 Więcej Zamieść tweet BCTF podał dalej dave mackenzie @vernondavemack  ·  4 paź BC School Counsellor conference REGISTRATION is OPEN http://goo.gl/a3u4fh  LOWEST REG FEE EVER @bctf @bcedplan @bcedchat Odpowiedz 0 odpowiedzi Podaj dalej Podane dalej 2 podane dalej 2 Ulubione Ulubione 0 ulubionych Więcej Zamieść tweet BCTF @bctf  ·  4 paź 2014-2015 BCTF Executive Committee on Twitter (2/2): @JamesSanyshyn @PaulSteer @norm_sabourin @CaroleGordonBC Odpowiedz 0 odpowiedzi Podaj dalej Podane dalej 1 podany dalej 1 Ulubione Ulubione 5 ulubionych 5 Więcej Zamieść tweet BCTF @bctf  ·  4 paź 2014-2015 BCTF Executive Committee on Twitter (1/2): @glenhansman @TeriMooring @LTAPresident @tgrandin @SafeWithKaren @davidkom1 | #bced Odpowiedz 0 odpowiedzi Podaj dalej Podane dalej 4 podane dalej 4 Ulubione Ulubione 6 ulubionych 6 Więcej Zamieść tweet BCTF podał dalej Douglas Quan @dougquan  ·  26 wrz B.C. teacher’s battle to restore shattered reputation following false accusations http://o.canada.com/news/national/b-c-teachers-battle-to-restore-shattered-reputation-following-false-accusations#.VCXblCKSPRw.twitter … via @canadadotcom Zobacz podsumowanie Odpowiedz 0 odpowiedzi Podaj dalej Podane dalej 23 podane dalej 23 Ulubione Ulubione 3 ulubione 3 Więcej Zamieść tweet BCTF @bctf  ·  4 paź New documentary from @eduint highlights daily commitment of teachers around the world http://dlvr.it/75R1sT  | #bced Odpowiedz 0 odpowiedzi Podaj dalej Podane dalej 9 podanych dalej 9 Ulubione Ulubione 4 ulubione 4 Więcej Zamieść tweet BCTF @bctf  ·  4 paź Check out Vancouver Secondary member and comedian @MrPaulBae in @OurTimesMag here: http://tinyurl.com/k9ncoao  | #bced @vstaprez Odpowiedz 0 odpowiedzi Podaj dalej Podane dalej 3 podane dalej 3 Ulubione Ulubione 2 ulubione 2 Więcej Zamieść tweet BCTF podał dalej Canadian Labour @CanadianLabour  ·  29 sie Tell @pmharper to launch a PUBLIC INQUIRY into Missing & Murdered Aboriginal Women - http://goo.gl/8HfDHR  #canlab pic.twitter.com/7juUUsvIVJ Pokaż więcej zdjęć i filmów Odpowiedz 0 odpowiedzi Podaj dalej Podane dalej 79 podanych dalej 79 Ulubione Ulubione 15 ulubionych 15 Więcej Zamieść tweet BCTF @bctf  ·  3 paź Social media tidbits: @pressprogress' @Raffi_RC and @christyclarkbc post had 157504 unique views on our FB page http://www.pressprogress.ca/en/post/childrens-troubadour-raffi-schools-christy-clark-over-teacher-dispute … #bced Odpowiedz 0 odpowiedzi Podaj dalej Podane dalej 9 podanych dalej 9 Ulubione Ulubione 5 ulubionych 5 Więcej Zamieść tweet BCTF @bctf  ·  3 paź Social media tidbits: BCTF followers on Facebook grew by 6,000 during #bced strike. Twitter followers grew by 12,000. Odpowiedz 0 odpowiedzi Podaj dalej Podane dalej 14 podanych dalej 14 Ulubione Ulubione 6 ulubionych 6 Więcej Zamieść tweet BCTF @bctf  ·  3 paź Social media tidbits: During #bced strike, our Facebook page posts had collective reach of 3.9 million! Some posts >200,000 individual views Odpowiedz 0 odpowiedzi Podaj dalej Podane dalej 13 podanych dalej 13 Ulubione Ulubione 6 ulubionych 6 Więcej Zamieść tweet Greater Vancouver, British Columbia BCTF podał dalej glenn ross @vurvdesign  ·  2 paź My daughter's home ec class has 24 sewing machines and 30 kids. . . #bced #bctf Odpowiedz 0 odpowiedzi Podaj dalej Podane dalej 19 podanych dalej 19 Ulubione Ulubione 4 ulubione 4 Więcej Zamieść tweet BCTF podał dalej Teri Mooring @TeriMooring  ·  2 paź Issues r direct result of underfunding. Inclusion is critical & costly: All children deserve quality education #bced http://www.vancouversun.com/opinion/op-ed/children+deserve+quality+education/10253439/story.html … Zobacz podsumowanie Odpowiedz 0 odpowiedzi Podaj dalej Podane dalej 9 podanych dalej 9 Ulubione Ulubione 1 ulubiony 1 Więcej Zamieść tweet BCTF podał dalej Student Vote @studentvote  ·  1 paź Registration for the #bcmuni Student Vote program is open! Sign up your class: http://studentvote.ca/bclocal14/  #bced @bctf Odpowiedz 0 odpowiedzi Podaj dalej Podane dalej 7 podanych dalej 7 Ulubione Ulubione 1 ulubiony 1 Więcej Zamieść tweet BCTF @bctf  ·  1 paź #bced's #PSAday is on October 24. Check out http://www.bctf.ca/pdcalendar/index.cfm?action=day&date=41936 … … for all the specialist association converences pic.twitter.com/zxPl9Y25n5 Pokaż więcej zdjęć i filmów Odpowiedz 0 odpowiedzi Podaj dalej Podane dalej 8 podanych dalej 8 Ulubione Ulubione 1 ulubiony 1 Więcej Zamieść tweet BCTF podał dalej Glen Hansman @glenhansman  ·  1 paź Attending @UBCEduc talk by @StanKutcher on mental health literacy in middle & secondary schools Sept 30. | #bced Odpowiedz 0 odpowiedzi Podaj dalej Podane dalej 3 podane dalej 3 Ulubione Ulubione 3 ulubione 3 Więcej Zamieść tweet BCTF podał dalej Wendy Carr @mmecarr  ·  30 wrz Dr Stan Kutcher UBC #UBCmentalhealthed #UBCBEd2015 develop mental health literacy=knowledge, attitudes, competencies. pic.twitter.com/TzWnxVymS0 Pokaż więcej zdjęć i filmów Odpowiedz 0 odpowiedzi Podaj dalej Podane dalej 6 podanych dalej 6 Ulubione Ulubione 4 ulubione 4 Więcej Zamieść tweet BCTF @bctf  ·  30 wrz October 24 is #PSAday2014. Our BCTF specialist associations host annual #BCED ProD conferences. Full calendar at http://bit.ly/PSAday2014  Odpowiedz 0 odpowiedzi Podaj dalej Podane dalej 3 podane dalej 3 Ulubione Ulubione 3 ulubione 3 Więcej Zamieść tweet Twitter może być przeciążony lub mieć chwilowy problem. Spróbuj ponownie Odwiedź Status Twittera po więcej informacji. Zamknij BCTF zaczął obserwować Nie przegap żadnej aktualizacji od BCTF Vancouver, BC · Zmień © 2014 Twitter O nas Pomoc Informacje o reklamach Zamknij Trendy Trendy specjalnie dla Ciebie. Trendy to wyjątkowy sposób na to, by zbliżyć się do tego, co Cię interesuje. Trendy są dopasowane dla Ciebie na podstawie Twojej lokalizacji oraz osób, które obserwujesz. Zmień Zachowaj dopasowane trendy Zobacz światowe trendy Zakończ Odrzuć Zamknij Poprzedni Dalej Zamknij Przejdź do profilu osoby Zapisane wyszukiwania Usuń Konto zweryfikowane @ Proponowani użytkownicy Konto zweryfikowane @ Konto zweryfikowane @ Zamknij Podać dalej do Twoich obserwujących? Anuluj Podaj dalej Zamknij Czy na pewno chcesz usunąć tego tweeta? Anuluj Usuń Zamknij Zablokuj Anuluj Zablokuj Dodaj Lokalizację do Twoich wpisów Gdy tweetniesz z lokalizacją, Twitter ją zachowa. Możesz włączyć/wyłączyć dodawanie położenia przed wysłaniem każdego tweeta i zawsze masz możliwość usunięcia swojej historii lokalizacji. Dowiedz się więcej Włącz usługę lokalizacji Nie teraz Wyłącz usługę lokalizacji Zamknij Podsumowanie profilu Zamknij Twoje listy Zamknij Utwórz nową listę Nazwa listy Opis Opcjonalne, poniżej 100 znaków Prywatność Publiczny · Każdy może obserwować tą listę Prywatne · Tylko Ty masz dostęp do tej listy Zapisz listę Zamknij Zamknij Udostępnij ten tweet Umieść ten tweet na swojej stronie kopiując poniższy kod. Dowiedz się więcej Hmm, wystąpił problem z połączeniem z serwerem. Spróbować ponownie? Dołącz pierwszy tweet Dołącz multimedia Podgląd Zamknij Zarejestruj się na Twitterze Nie ma Cię na Twitterze? Załóż profil, połącz go do interesujących Cię tematów – i otrzymuj aktualności gdy tylko się wydarzą! Masz konto? Zaloguj się » Zamknij Wysyłanie i odbieranie krótkich kodów: Kraj Kod Dla klientów Stany Zjednoczone 40404 (dowolny) Kanada 21212 (dowolny) Wielka Brytania 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazylia 40404 Nextel, TIM Haiti 40404 Digicel, Voila Irlandia 51210 Vodafone, O2 Indie 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Indonezja 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Włochy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » Zobacz krótkie kody SMS dla innych państw Zamknij Potwierdzenie)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7148&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 2, October 2005 Looking back 70 years ago In the face of scandalous instances of low pay for teachers, Canadian Federation of Teachers’ President J. R. MacKay, is justified in asking "The burden of training the future citizens of this nation should not be placed on individual teachers but upon the adult population of provinces and the Dominion. Are our people and governments shirking their responsibilities because they know that they will be met anyway by conscientious parents and altruistic teachers?" – The BC Teacher, October 1935 50 years ago A tidal wave of instructional materials—free for the asking or even without the asking—is a major headache for teachers and administrators today. Donors or "sponsors" of these materials include civic, patriotic and political organizations, business, industry, government, labour, and agriculture. The American Association of School Administrators attributes the rising flood of free materials in recent years to the fact that 30 million youngsters—a captive audience—represent a potential market. Principle objections to gratis offerings on the part of school people can be grouped under two general headings: they may contain obvious advertising or biased information. – The BC Teacher, Sept./Oct. 1955 30 years ago Integrating staffrooms in secondary school buildings seems, to many, a very trivial and inconsequential issue. The practice of segregated staffrooms reflects an attitude based on the assumption that women don’t belong in areas of management, politics, or administration. Out of Vancouver’s 18 secondary schools, 12 have segregated staffrooms, four have mixed and separate, and only two have totally integrated rooms. These data usually shock teachers outside the Vancouver area. It seems that this phenomenon is not widespread enough to justify any explanations based on departmental regulations in planning facilities. – The BC Teacher, Sept./Oct. 1975 10 years ago Nothing speaks more clearly to the idea that teachers in British Columbia have been successful in combining professionalism with unionism than the following poll results: 60% of the public believe that our collective agreements are responsible for reducing or defending class size, compared with 14% for the ministry, and 12% for local boards. We are bargaining our first provincial contract. To turn 75 collective agreements rooted in a myriad of unique local situations and histories into a single provincial contract that is true to those roots is a monumental challenge. We were successful in the past because we stood together. Success at the provincial table will require no less. – Teacher, October 1995 – Chris Bocking, Keating Elementary School, Saanich)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/psa/join.aspx?printPage=true,Provincial Specialist Association Online Membership  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > PSAs)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/SocialJustice.aspx?id=6100&printPage=true,BCTF > A Chronology of Advances in LGBT Rights in Canada, and in B.C.  	BCTF Social Justice  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Social Justice > Issues > LGBTQ A Chronology of Advances in LGBT Rights in Canada, and in BC Since 1969, there have been many changes in the state of lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender (LGBT) equality rights across Canada. For example, most provinces and territories added “sexual orientation to their Human Rights codes, starting with Quebec in 1978 and then Ontario in 1989. Alberta’s human rights code was amended only by decree of the Supreme Court of Canada in 1998, as a result of court action launched by Delwin Vriend, a teacher in a private school. This review provides a brief summary of some legal and legislative developments in Canada, and then a summary of similar developments in British Columbia. This material has been extracted, and adapted, from much longer articles previously prepared and updated by John Fisher, who was Executive Director of Egale Canada until early 2003. The full text of his two articles include information about legal changes in every other province and territory in Canada too. These articles are: Outlaws or In-Laws? An overview of LGBT rights in Canada, and The State of the Play: A Chronology of LGBT rights in each jurisdiction in Canada. Federal (Canadian government bills and court decisions affecting federal laws) 1969 - following Prime Minister Pierre Trudeau’s famous comment that “there is no place for the State in the bedrooms of the nation”, Bill C-150 was passed which made amendments to the Criminal Code. These changes decriminalised “gross indecency” and “buggery”, if committed in private between two consenting adults over the age of 21. The Criminal Code was further amended in later years, including a drop in age-of-consent to 18 (for anal sex) and 14 for other forms of sexual activity. The higher age of consent for anal sex has been recognized as unconstitutional by both the Ontario and Quebec Courts of Appeal. 1977 - those provisions in the Immigration Act which had previously barred homosexuals from immigrating to Canada, were repealed. 1982 - Canada adopted the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms as part of the new Canadian Constitution. The equality guarantees of the Charter came into effect in 1985, providing LGBT people with the tools to challenge any discriminatory law. The Supreme Court of Canada has since ruled that sexual orientation is deemed to be included as an identifiable characteristic, for purposes of protection or non-discrimination. 1992 - Parliament removed the prohibition on lesbians, gays and bisexuals serving in the military, as a result of a court challenge in Douglas v. Canada. 1995 - Parliament amended the Criminal Code to provide increased penalties for crimes motivated by hatred on certain grounds, including sexual orientation. As a result, hate crimes such as gay-bashings will now receive more severe penalties. (Transgender people are not explicitly covered by these provisions, although they may have protection on the ground of “sex”.) These amendments applied only to sentencing, and did not affect the substantive “hate propaganda” provisions in the Criminal Code, which prohibit promoting hatred against certain groups. Bill C-250 passed the House of Commons in Sept. 2003, so the Code will soon include gays, lesbians, and bisexuals among the groups protected from “hate propaganda”. May 1995 - In Jim Egan and Jack Nesbit’s suit against the federal government for the right to claim a spousal pension under the Old Age Security Act, the Supreme Court of Canada decided 9-0 that sexual orientation is a ground of discrimination protected under the s. 15 equality guarantees of the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms. A majority (5-4) also ruled that it is discriminatory and a breach of the Charter to deny same-sex couples a benefit available to opposite-sex couples. However, the Court ultimately ruled against Nesbit and Egan (also 5-4) since 4 judges found the discrimination to be justifiable and a fifth felt the discrimination was justified for the time being, and that Parliament should be given some time to bring its laws into conformity with the Charter. The decision represented a significant step forward, but left a number of issues unresolved. 1996 - Parliament amended the Canadian Human Rights Act to explicitly prohibit discrimination based on sexual orientation. No action has yet been taken to include explicit protection based on gender identity, despite a recommendation by the Canadian Human Rights Act Review Panel in June 2000. However, the Canadian Human Rights Commission has indicated that it will receive complaints by transgender people on the ground of “sex”. June, 1996 - the government complied with a Human Rights Tribunal’s directive, in Moore & Akerstrom v. Canada and extended many same-sex benefits to federal employees, including health and relocation benefits. April, 1998 - in CUPE & Rosenberg v. Canada, the Ontario Court of Appeal ruled unanimously that the Income Tax Act’s definition of “spouse” must be extended to permit the registration of pension plans which extend equal benefits to those in same-sex relationships. The Canadian government did not appeal this decision. September 14, 1999 - Bill C-78 amended the Public Service Superannuation Act to extend survivor pension benefits to same-sex couples. 1999 - The Supreme Court of Canada ruled, in M v H, that it is unconstitutional to deny same-sex couples equality. Since that time, many governments across Canada have embarked on programs of wholesale legislative reform. Adoption rights, inheritance, spousal support – these and many other rights previously reserved for heterosexuals are gradually being extended to same-sex couples. 2000 - Parliament passes Bill C-23, the Modernization of Benefits and Obligations Act. This omnibus legislation amended 68 federal statutes to provide all common-law relationships (including same-sex) with nearly all the rights and responsibilities of heterosexual married couples under federal law. An added clause in the preamble defines marriage as “…the lawful union of one man and one woman to the exclusion of all others”. However, the effects of the legislation are to treat same-sex couples equally in areas such as tax, pensions, employment insurance and conflict-of-interest laws. Under Bill C-23, same-sex survivors were only entitled to survivors’ benefits under the Canada Pension Plan if their partner died after Dec. 31, 1997, but a class action lawsuit on behalf of persons whose same-sex partners died before 1998, was successfully concluded in Dec. 2003. December 2000 - Supreme Court of Canada ruled in the case Little Sisters Book and Art Emporium v. Canada. The community bookstore had initiated court action to challenge the targeting by Canada Customs of LGBT bookstores and materials. In 1996, just before the case was to be heard before the BC Supreme Court, Canada Customs reversed its policy that any depiction of anal sex, even in safer-sex brochures, was automatically considered “obscene”. The Supreme Court reaffirmed lower Court rulings that Canada Customs discriminates against LGBT bookstores and materials, and held that while Customs is still permitted to seize material at the border, the burden of proving obscenity now rests with the Crown, as opposed to the bookstores or other importers. May 15, 2001 - Canada’s Census asked Canadians for the first time whether they were “living with a common-law partner”, which included same-sex partners. No question was asked about sexual orientation, nor about gender identity. October 22, 2002 - Statistics Canada released results which showed a total of 34,200 same-sex common-law couples reporting their relationships, representing 0.5% of couples who reported. About 15% of lesbian couples and 3% of gay male couples reported raising children. Statistics Canada acknowledged this under-reporting of same-sex relationships and expects that in future years more LGB persons will respond affirmatively to the question. November, 2001 - The Immigration and Refugee Protection Act was passed. The law now recognizes “common-law partners”, including same-sex couples, as members of the family class, so a same-sex partner of an LGBT Canadian is now eligible to immigrate to Canada. Previously, same-sex partners could only be admitted on a case-by-case basis on humanitarian or compassionate grounds. The definition of “common-law partner” [defined as someone who has been in a conjugal relationship for at least a year] is set out in the new immigration regulations, which took effect June 28, 2002. Several groups had argued that the original “cohabitation” requirement was unworkable for many lesbian or gay couples; the government agreed. Lesbians, gays and bisexuals with a well-founded fear of persecution based on sexual orientation have now been recognized as eligible to immigrate to Canada as refugees. The fight for spousal equality rights in Canada After successive legal decisions and political lobbying (and sometimes as an attempt to stave off more inclusive legislation), some provinces have passed legislation to recognize some rights and responsibilities of same-sex couples. None of these includes “marriage”, because marriage is in the federal jurisdiction. The most unusual system is the regime adopted in Alberta. On June 1, 2003, Bill 30-2 came into effect, according rights and responsibilities to cohabiting “adult interdependent partners”, whether or not in a conjugal relationship. Two people, including a same-sex couple, are recognized as “adult interdependent partners” once they have lived together for 3 years, if they have a child together or if they have entered into a formal partnership agreement. These partners have rights and responsibilities under a wide variety of laws dealing with matters such as spousal support, inheritance rights, dependents’ relief, medical decision-making, insurance rights, pension benefits, recognition under conflict-of-interest laws, change of name provisions, and protection from domestic violence. In 1997, British Columbia passed the Family Relations Act and the Family Maintenance Enforcement Act to accord to same-sex couples the same custody, maintenance / support rights and responsibilities as those given to heterosexual couples, and to allow same-sex couples to register agreements relating to cohabitation and property division. In 1999 and 2000, BC added two Definition of Spouse Amendment Acts, thereby amending a total of 50 pieces of legislation, consolidating the definition of spouse to include a person who has lived with another person for a period of at least 2 years in a marriage-like relationship Nova Scotia enacted the first registered partnership law in Canada. Effective June 4, 2001, it allowed same-sex couples to register their relationships in order to be treated equally with married spouses in a variety of laws dealing with such matters as spousal support, property division, inheritance rights, medical decision-making, insurance rights, and pension benefits. The province expanded the benefits available to registered domestic partners in areas such as dependents’ relief and wills, public sector pensions, workers’ compensation benefits. (Bill 75 also extended a number of rights and responsibilities to common-law same-sex couples who do not register their relationships, including spousal support, medical decision-making, income tax, pension and insurance rights.) Quebec’s National Assembly introduced Bill 84 on April 25, 2002, and passed it unanimously on June 7, 2002. This far-reaching Bill accords the responsibilities and rights of married couples to same-sex and opposite-sex unmarried couples who enter into a civil union. The rights extended include adoption, spousal support, matrimonial property division, inheritance rights, medical decision-making, workers’ compensation benefits, insurance rights, pension benefits, recognition under conflict-of-interest laws, and a presumption of parental rights. (Common-law partners who do not enter a civil union also have a number of rights, such as adoption and making medical decision-making, but they do not have rights and responsibilities of spousal support, inheritance or matrimonial property division.) Bill 84 also repealed a unique feature of the Quebec Civil Code, which had explicitly restricted marriage to opposite-sex couples only, although same-sex marriage remains an area of federal jurisdiction. There have been court challenges in Ontario, British Columbia, and Quebec, seeking equality in marriage. Although the cases were initiated in various provinces, the federal government is involved in each case, since it is the federal government which, under the Constitution, has jurisdiction over who can marry. In Ontario, a court application was filed on behalf of 8 same-sex couples who were denied the right to marry. Metropolitan Community Church of Toronto also joined the court challenge, after the province refused to register the marriages of two couples in January 2001, employing the tradition of publication of marriage banns in accordance with Ontario’s Marriage Act. The cases were heard in November 2001. On July 12, 2002, the Court ruled 3-0 that denying same-sex couples the equal right to marry is unconstitutional, and gave Parliament 2 years to fix the law. Canada’s Justice Minister announced the government would appeal the judgment. He also sent the issue of same-sex marriage to the Commons Committee on Justice and Human Rights for public hearings across Canada.) On June 10, 2003, the Ontario Court of Appeal unanimously affirmed that the prohibition on same-sex marriage is unconstitutional. However, the Court went further than previous courts, reformulating the definition of marriage to include same-sex couples and ruling that the new definition would have immediate effect. That same day, same-sex couples began to legally marry in Ontario. In British Columbia, two court applications for same-sex marriage were joined and heard together – one brought by Egale and 5 BC couples and one brought by 3 other BC couples. (The former BC Government had initially made a supportive application but the newly elected BC Liberal government withdrew from the case.) The BC Supreme Court heard the cases in July - August 2001. On October 2, 2001, Justice Pitfield ruled that the exclusion of same-sex couples from marriage infringes equality rights under s. 15 of the Charter, but that this discrimination was justified to preserve the heterosexual definition of marriage. In a bizarre twist, he added that not even Parliament could legislate to recognize same-sex marriage without a constitutional amendment. His decision was appealed; the BC Court of Appeal ruled 3-0 on May 1, 2003 that the opposite-sex definition of marriage is discriminatory and unconstitutional. The Court also held that the law must change to allow same-sex couples to marry, and suspended the effect of its ruling until July 12, 2004. But after a related decision in Ontario in June, the BC Court of Appeal amended its order on July 8, 2003 to give immediate effect to the inclusive definition of marriage. The federal government decided not to appeal the Appeal Court decisions in BC and Ontario, within the legal time limit. In Quebec, a lawsuit was filed on September 14, 1998 by Michael Hendricks and René LeBœuf. Quebec Superior Court heard the case in November, 2001, and March 2002. This case challenged the opposite-sex definition of marriage in 3 statutes: the federal Modernization of Benefits and Obligations Act, the Quebec Civil Code, and the Harmonization Act, a federal statute which applies only in Quebec, defining marriage as the union of a man and a woman. In September 2002, Judge Lemelin ruled the opposite-sex definition of marriage to be an unconstitutional violation of equality rights, and gave Parliament two years to fix the law. Following the Appeal Court decisions in Ontario and BC, the federal government withdrew its appeal in Quebec, but the appeal, being maintained by the Catholic Civil Rights League (one of the intervenors in the case who oppose same-sex marriage), is to be heard by the Quebec Court of Appeal on January 26, 2004. Following a meeting of the federal Cabinet, Prime Minister Chretien announced on June 17, 2004 that the government would accept the Court rulings, and would introduce a Bill to recognize same-sex marriages across the country, while also protecting the right of faith groups to refuse to perform marriages that do not conform to their beliefs. The draft legislation was referred to the Supreme Court of Canada, for its opinion on whether the draft Bill was constitutional and adequately protected religious freedom. The Supreme Court indicated that it would hear the l reference in April 2004. However, Prime Minister Martin’s government has said (January 2004) that it will send an expanded reference to the Supreme Court, which would include a question about the constitutionality of “civil unions”, as opposed to marriage. This process will likely mean that the Supreme Court’s consideration of the matter will be delayed by many months. An Opposition motion to “take all necessary steps to preserve marriage as the union of one man and one woman to the exclusion of all others”, was defeated in the House of Commons, 137 - 132, in September 2003. Its intent was that the government invoke the Notwithstanding Clause. As of December 2004, same-sex marriage was legalized via court rulings in BC, Ontario, Quebec, Manitoba, Saskatchewan, Newfoundland and Labrador, Nova Scotia, and the Yukon. Over three thousand Canadian couples have been married to date. It seems inevitable that equal marriage will be uniformly available across Canada soon, whether by federal legislation or by court decisions. The Federal Government has recently announced that it will table legislation on this issue in late January 2005. Future Challenges: Although many challenges still lie ahead - notably in youth and education rights, censorship, policing of LGBT sexualities, and full legal equality for transgender people – governments, courts and the general public across Canada are recognizing the right of LGBT people to be treated equally. British Columbia 1992 - BC amended its human rights legislation to include sexual orientation as a prohibited ground of discrimination, and extended workplace medical benefits to same-sex partners of government employees. (BC has not added “gender identity” to its human rights, despite considerable pressure to do so since 1997. The North West Territories is currently the only Canadian jurisdiction to include “gender identity” as an area of protection against discrimination.) 1996 – a new Adoption Act came into force, which enabled same-sex couples to apply to adopt as couples (rather than separately) for the first time in Canada. 1997 - BC amended the definition of “spouse” in the Family Relations Act and the Family Maintenance Enforcement Act to accord to same-sex couples the same custody, maintenance and support rights and responsibilities as those accorded to heterosexual couples, and to allow same-sex couples to register agreements relating to cohabitation and property division. July 1998 - BC became the first Canadian jurisdiction to legislate pension benefits for the same-sex partners of all the province’s public sector employees. July 28, 2000 - the Health Care (Consent) and Care Facility (Admission) Act enables lesbians, gays and bisexuals to make medical decisions on behalf of a same-sex partner who is incapacitated. 2000 - Under two Definition of Spouse Amendment Acts, 1999 and 2000, 23 amendments to various Acts came into force on July 28, 2000, and a further 27 amendments on November 1, 2000. These changes consolidated the definition of spouse to include a person who has lived with another person for a period of at least two years in a marriage-like relationship. This ensures that same-sex couples are treated equally in many areas such as inheritance, estates, property law, and conflict of interest provisions. They also standardize existing provisions that already included same-sex spouses (e.g.- the Adult Guardianship Act). May 17, 2001- the Supreme Court of Canada released its decision in the case of BC College of Teachers v. Trinity Western University. The BC College of Teachers had not approved the private evangelical school’s teacher training program, because it required students to sign an anti-homosexual document. In upholding an order that Trinity Western's teaching program be approved, the Supreme Court of Canada ruled that graduates from the University are entitled to hold “sexist, racist or homophobic beliefs”, but are not entitled to act upon them. January 2002 - in Society Nixon v. Vancouver Rape Relief, the BC Human Rights Tribunal held that a women’s shelter had discriminated against a MTF transsexual by denying her the opportunity to act as a volunteer counsellor. The Tribunal affirmed that transgender people are protected from discrimination by the ground “sex” in human rights legislation. But the Supreme Court of BC overturned this decision on appeal, Dec. 2003. Nixon may yet appeal this ruling. December 20, 2002 - Supreme Court of Canada ruled in the case of Chamberlain et al v. Surrey School Board. In April 1997, the Surrey School Board had banned the use of three children’s books (Belinda's Bouquet, Asha's Mums, One Dad Two Dads Brown Dad Blue Dads), because they depicted same-sex parents. December 1998 – the BC Supreme Court ruled that the anti-gay resolutions were based on religious precepts and therefore violated the provisions of the BC School Act. September 2000 – BC Court of Appeal upheld the Surrey Board’s appeal, but only because it felt that the School Board resolution did not prevent the use of the books in the classroom if the teacher, in their professional judgment, felt that the books advanced the goals of the curriculum. December, 2002 - the Supreme Court of Canada ruled 7-2 that the School Board had been wrong to ban the books because of their same-sex content. The majority wrote that the books promoted tolerance and that “tolerance is always age-appropriate”, and directed the School Board to reconsider the use of the books in accordance with "the broad principles of tolerance and non-sectarianism underlying the BC School Act". March 7, 2007 Court Win for Straight Student Taunted as "Homo" and "Gay" British Columbia's highest court overturned a lower court ruling that said a student could not sue a school board for homophobic bullying and harassment because he was straight. The B.C. Court of Appeal said that Azmi Jubran had been the victim of anti-gay bullying for five years and that Handsworth Secondary School in North Vancouver failed to stop the homophobic taunts of other students.  It also reinstated a $4,500 award set by a human rights tribunal and ruled that the North Vancouver School Board must pay all of his legal costs. The lower court wrongly dismissed Jubran's allegations that he had been subjected to harassment on the basis of sexuality because he wasn’t gay. This ruling sets a legal precedent in Canada. All Canadian school boards now have a legal responsibility to protect ANY student from homophobic harassment at school. Read more about the case in  Lessons from Jubran: Reducing school board liability in cases of student harassment . Paper presented by Elizabeth J. Meyer at the annual meeting of the Canadian Association for the Practical Study of Law in Education, Montreal, 2006. On the negative side, the BC government passed Bill 64 in October 2002. It dismantled the BC Human Rights Commission. Under the new law, individuals are still able to bring discrimination complaints directly before the BC Human Rights Tribunal, but a number of important functions of the Commission are lost, including the responsibility to promote public awareness of human rights, advance research and education programs and address systemic discrimination.)
(20140930,bctf.ca,http://bctf.ca/francais/NouvellesFECB.aspx?id=32977,Nouvelles de la FECB Vol.19, No.21,14 mai 2014  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Nouvelles de la FECB archives 2013–14  2012–13  Home > Français > Nouvelles de la FECB > 2013-14 Archive     Volume 19, Numéro 21, 14 mai 2014 Les parents et les enseignants se prononcent à travers la C.-B. La dernière mise à jour importante sur la négociation Dernière chance de faire des rétroactions auprès du Ministère de l’Éducation au sujet des nouveaux projets de curriculum Curieux au sujet du nouveau programme en arts ? Regardez le séminaire en direct Les délégués élisent le nouveau président du Congrès du travail du Canada #BringBackOurGirls: Signez la pétition d'Amnesty International pour libérer les filles nigérianes enlevées Postes vacants dans les comités de la FECB : Prêtez votre connaissance et votre expertise Le programme BCTF Avantage: le concours de refinancement hypothécaire d’Ellis Mortgages Les parents et les enseignants se prononcent à travers la C.-B.     Parents et enseignants se prononcent et s’organisent contre le manque de fonds de l’enseignement public et les coupes dans tous les conseils scolaires de la province. Les uns après les autres, les conseils scolaires ont mis à pied un nombre sans précédent d’enseignants; à Coquitlam plus de 600 avis de mise à pied ont été distribués la semaine dernière. En ayant assez et légitimement en colère, les parents et les enseignants ont organisé une manifestation dans une rue très passante de Coquitlam hier, avec plus de 400 personnes dans le cortège, brandissant des pancartes et obtenant le soutien des automobilistes. Teri Mooring, deuxième vice-présidente de la FECB, a assisté à la manifestation d’hier. Elle dit que ces réductions sont particulièrement gênantes parce qu'elles sont sévères. "Les psychologues scolaires, les enseignants spécialistes du langage, de la parole et du comportement, ainsi que les enseignants et enseignants-bibliothécaires, ont tous des feuillets roses dans les mains. Ces coupures affectent les enfants les plus vulnérables. Ces réductions n'ont pas à se produire. Soyons clairs, elles sont le résultat du sous-financement ». Les enseignants prévoient une autre manifestation à Port Coquitlam la semaine prochaine et ils ne sont pas les seuls. Les parents affluent aux réunions budgétaires des conseils scolaires, ils organisent des manifestations, mettent en place des pages Facebook et se mettent en contact avec les députés provinciaux. S'il vous plaît, rappelez aux parents dans vos écoles de regarder le site Web a Fair Deal de la FECB car il contient des informations sur le financement de l'éducation qui peuvent facilement être partagées sur les médias sociaux. Le lien est www.aFairDeal.ca Nous avons également compilé une page de liens vers des nouvelles afin que vous puissiez avoir une idée de l’activisme croissant dans la Colombie-Britannique. Nous continuerons de mettre à jour cette page au fur et à mesure des nouvelles histoires. Le reportage de Global News du 10 mai, contenant des entretiens avec un groupe d'enseignants mis à pied à Coquitlam est particulièrement émouvant, surtout juxtaposés avec les commentaires méprisants du ministre Fassbender.   La dernière mise à jour importante sur la négociation Les équipes de négociations de la FECB et de la BCPSEA  se sont rencontrées mardi après-midi et se réuniront de nouveau vendredi. La plus récente mise à jour de négociations a été postée sur le portail, le mardi 13 mai et contient des informations essentielles sur la séance d'hier. Tenez-vous, s'il vous plaît, informé des négociations en allant sur le site web de la FECB à www.bctf.ca et sur le portail des membres. Des mises à jour sont affichées fréquemment. Des dates de négociation sont également prévues pour plus tard en mai.  Accès au portail des membres  Votre numéro d'identification de membre de la FECB est votre login. Si vous avez besoin d'aide pour vous inscrire pour la première fois ou pour vous connecter, référez-vous, s'il vous plaît, à notre guide d'aide. Si vous avez besoin d'aide, envoyez un courriel à portal@bctf.ca ou appelez le 604-871-2119 ou le 1-800-663-9163 (local 2119 ) sans frais.  Dernière chance de faire des rétroactions auprès du Ministère de l’Éducation au sujet des nouveaux projets de curriculum Le Ministère de l'Éducation a indiqué que l'enquête électronique fermera ses portes à la fin du mois de mai. Voici le lien. La FECB, cependant, ne ferme pas son forum de discussion. Vous pouvez poster des commentaires concernant le projet des nouveaux programmes ici. Vous pouvez également accéder au wiki de la FECB sur les programmes ici. Nous allons continuer d'afficher de nouveaux documents sur le curriculum au fur et à mesure que nous les recevons, y compris les projets sur les principales compétences.Le Ministère de l'Éducation a récemment lancé le processus d'examen de fin d’études. Quatre membres de la FECB participent à l'examen et sont en train de recueillir des informations sur l’obtention du diplôme. Nous vous tiendrons au courant une fois que nous aurons des nouvelles.     Curieux au sujet du nouveau programme en arts ? Regardez le séminaire en direct Un autre séminaire de la FECB sur des questions professionnelles est prévu le mercredi 28 mai de 16h à 17h. Les enseignants des beaux-arts impliqués dans le développement du curriculum en arts parleront du processus et du curriculum actuel. Les membres peuvent aussi regarder en cliquant sur ce lien en vidéo diffusion. Vous êtes également invités à venir à la FECB pour y participer. Le séminaire sera archivé sur le site Web de la FECB. Contactez, s'il vous plaît, jneden@bctf.ca pour plus d'informations.     Les délégués élisent le nouveau président du Congrès du travail du Canada Plus de 4000 délégués de syndicats du secteur public et privé à travers le Canada ont participé à l’assemblée générale du CTC  à Montréal la semaine dernière. Une foule de questions ont été débattues, y compris l'utilisation abusive du Programme des travailleurs étrangers temporaires, des coupures dans les services publics, l'attaque sur les régimes de retraite et pourquoi tous les membres d’un syndicat doivent se préoccuper de l'ordre du jour de la droite dans ce pays. Les délégués ont élu Hassan Yussuff pour diriger la CTC. Yussuff a concouru contre le président sortant, Ken Georgetti.  La CTC a récemment publié son dernier spot télévisé. Vous pouvez le voir ici.  #BringBackOurGirls: Signez la pétition d'Amnesty International pour libérer les filles nigérianes enlevées  Les gens à travers le monde sont outrés, mais se sentent impuissants, face à la situation au Nigéria. Bien que l'enlèvement de près de 300 filles soit la dernière tragédie en date, elle ne constitue nullement un cas isolé. En juillet dernier, 59 garçons et un de leurs professeurs ont été assassinés dans le dortoir de leur école. Et en février, 29 autres écoliers ont été tués. Sans aucun doute, ce refus de l'éducation aux enfants et la menace de l'esclavage sexuel pour les filles sont horribles et nous glacent tous, indépendamment de l'endroit où nous vivons. Envisagez, s'il vous plaît, de signer la pétition d'Amnesty International. Nous pourrions ne pas être en mesure d'arrêter personnellement Boko Haram, mais collectivement, nous pouvons faire pression sur les gouvernements du monde entier afin qu’ils prennent des mesures au Nigeria. Voici le lien.      Postes vacants dans les comités de la FECB : Prêtez votre connaissance et votre expertise Envisagez, s'il-vous-plaît, de travailler bénévolement au sein d’un comité de la FECB. Vous pourrez voir des opportunités ouvertes dans les services de soutien par les pairs, le Programme de qualité de l’enseignement, ainsi que dans de nombreux autres comités consultatifs de la FECB. Cliquez ici pour plus d’informations.  Le programme BCTF Avantage: le concours de refinancement hypothécaire d’Ellis Mortgages   Ellis Mortgages Corporation propose un concours de refinancement hypothécaire entre le 1er mai et le 31 juillet 2014. Si vous refinancez votre prêt hypothécaire avec l'aide d’Ellis Mortgages Corporation vous recevrez une tablette Samsung Galaxy et une chance de gagner un prix de 1000 $ à Home Depot. Pour plus de détails, cliquez ici.    Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7068,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 1, September 2005 Taking a stand Because kids matter and teachers care by Jinny Sims British Columbia’s excellent public school system has been built by the teachers, parents, and citizens of this province over many generations. But, no one has ever given the teaching profession in this province anything significant that we didn’t have to fight for. Throughout the long history of public education and the teaching profession in this province, the British Columbia Teachers’ Federation has been there, representing the economic and professional interests of teachers, advocating for improved learning conditions for students, and working for a socially progressive and just civil society. And the BCTF and its locals have been there to unite teachers and to support us in achieving our collective goals. In January 2002, the Liberal provincial government legislatively imposed terms and conditions of employment upon teachers while we were on a limited and legal job action. They stripped our collective agreement of all matters pertaining to limits on class size, composition of classes, and staffing requirements for specialist teachers. And they made it illegal to bargain those matters into our agreement in the future. It took previous generations of teachers many years, many struggles, and often strikes to obtain the teaching and learning conditions that existed in B.C. schools prior to 2002. Those conditions, arrived at by both employees and employers at the bargaining table, are gone now, and the effect on the education system has been significant: larger classes and fewer teacher-librarians, counsellors, learning assistance teachers, special education teachers, and ESL teachers. The deterioration of our teaching conditions and our students’ learning conditions is not the only effect of the government’s attack on our collective agreement. Our loss of bargaining rights as teachers has diminished our role in the education process at the school level, the district level, and the provincial level. The government no longer consults the teaching profession when introducing major changes to the public school system. And government continues to question our fundamental right to speak out. One thing we have learned from our history is that when we are united, we can achieve our goals. Teachers in Victoria and New Westminster took strike action in 1919 and 1921 for the basic right to represent teachers and collectively bargain their salaries. In 1939, Langley teachers stood up to their employer on threat of demotions, forced transfers, and dismissals to secure the implementation of an arbitrated settlement. In 1971, all B.C. teachers walked off the job to support improvements in our pension plan. Surrey teachers walked off the job in 1974 to protest large classes. In 1983, teachers walked out for three days across the province, to secure seniority rights in our agreements. And between 1988 and 1993, teachers in locals all over the province engaged in job action as necessary to obtain class-size limits, class-composition language, and many other teaching conditions that are part of our work life today. Once again, it is time for teachers to take a stand. When we speak out as teachers about the conditions in our classrooms, the public listens. A public-opinion survey done by the Mustel group in June 2005 confirms what previous polls have shown: classroom teachers have the highest credibility of all. And 88% of the public agree that it is important for teachers to speak out on public education issues like funding cuts, larger classes, and reduced support for children with special needs. A major BCTF survey of B.C. teachers taken earlier this year indicates a significant deterioration in classroom conditions. For example, when asked to respond to the statement "Adequate special education assistant time is available to each student who needs it," an overwhelming 82% of 14,500 teachers who responded to the survey disagreed with the statement. It’s important to let parents know the needs of our classrooms and to inform the public about the needs of our schools. Together we can do that. Your Executive Committee is committed to doing all that we can to achieve our goals--improved learning conditions in our schools, a fair and reasonable salary increase for all members, and ultimately a return to full bargaining rights for teachers. But what we achieve will not be won by me or by the Executive Committee. It will require you to be part of a process that lets government and the public know that together the teachers of B.C. are taking a stand because kids matter and teachers care. Jinny Sims is president of the B.C. Teachers’ Federation. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=32093&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > March 2014 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 26, Number 5, March 2014   Protect your pension and the “pension promise”  By Susan Croll   Teachers don’t enjoy a gold-plated pension, nor does their pension plan drain taxpayers’ coffers as some critics claim. On the contrary, the Teachers' Pension Plan (TPP) is a healthy, well-run, defined benefit plan (DB) that tens of thousands of teachers have relied on and will continue to rely on to provide them with a secure retirement. The critics’ goal is not to improve pension plans but to sow the seeds of doubt in the minds of citizens about the viability of pensions generally, not just for teachers but for all workers. Chung Yan Ip and Linda Watson are two of the ten Teachers’ Pension Plan trustees who dedicate a huge amount of their time to ensure that BCTF members are supported financially during retirement. Teacher Newsmagazine met with Ip and Watson recently to discuss pension funding and why critics, like the Fraser Institute, are bent on destroying public sector plans. Ip and Watson explain that our pension contributions are essentially a required savings plan for retirement. Teachers, as well as school boards, contribute to the pension plan as long as the member is employed. On average, a retired member receives about $29,000–$30,000 per year from the TPP. As Ip says, “There is nothing gold-plated about that. And because members do get a decent pension upon retirement, most don’t have to rely on other government programs like the Guaranteed Income Supplement, which is 100% funded by taxes.” About 80% of pension money paid out to retired BCTF members comes from pension fund investments. Teacher and employer contributions make up the remaining 20%, meaning taxpayers are not contributing anywhere near what the Fraser Institute and other critics want them to think. The Teachers’ Pension Plan represents very good value for money.  Watson also explains that the TPP is an extremely large fund and because of this, investment fees and the costs of having this money professionally managed are much less than if a teacher was to invest retirement monies on their own. As a result, the net return on pension fund investments can be far greater than individual investment. Investments can also be diversified more widely with a large pool of funds and diversified funding helps insulate the fund from economic turbulence. Critics are trying to influence public opinion by slamming a specific type of pension plan called a defined benefit plan. DB plans guarantee a retiree a predetermined amount of pension income, based on their salary and years of service. This is called the “pension promise.” Critics claim that DB plans are a burden to society, they are too expensive, and that employers and taxpayers have to bail out pension plans if they have shortfalls. They fail to disclose, however, that when the economy was booming and pension returns were enormous that pension contribution holidays were not uncommon. A “contribution holiday” means that employers can stop contributing their full share of pension premiums for a period of time. They further fail to point out that many DB plans are fully funded. With the TPP, both the employer and employees share the plan’s risk. If necessary, as in 2013, pension contributions were increased in order to maintain a fully funded plan by ensuring that the pension promise can be met both for current retirees and for active plan members.  Pension naysayers are pushing for the defined contribution (DC) plan, that neither guarantees nor defines a secure pension income, to become the norm. They believe that pension income should be defined by how much a plan’s assets are worth on the day an employee retires. In a DC plan, contributions are tracked individually, and the employee typically manages their own plan, paying high investment and management fees. Additionally, the employer carries no responsibility to ensure that employees receive a particular amount of their pension when they retire. And that is why many employers favour the DC plans because they do not carry liability or risk and therefore are not obligated to invest in employees’ futures. In a DC plan, each employee is on their own; there is no sharing of longevity risk. A long-lived individual could outlive their money. With the recent premium increase, the Teachers’ Pension Plan is fully funded, a significant and important aspect of any pension plan. Before the BCTF won joint trusteeship in 2001, the government solely controlled the plan’s administration and investment. According to Watson, before joint trusteeship was established, the government used legislative loopholes that allowed it to keep the plan underfunded.   Even if teachers have a fully funded DB plan with joint trusteeship and a strong investment company working on teachers’ behalf, Ip and Watson state that administering the Teacher Pension Plan is not without challenges. Teachers are living longer—the average BCTF member now lives to the age of 88. That means pensions must be paid out for longer periods of time than in the past. The global economy is unpredictable, the USA is slow to recover from the 2008 recession, interest rates are low, and stock markets are volatile. In addition, our pension plan has conditional cost-of-living adjustments; that is, indexing of pensions is not guaranteed. Taking these factors into consideration, Ip and Watson reaffirm that the Teachers’ Pension Plan is still one of the best pension plans in Canada. Watson muses, “With the exception of certain housing markets in BC, the Teachers’ Pension Plan is likely to be the greatest asset most teachers will ever have. Really, how many teachers can afford to put aside enough money on their own each year to fund a decent pension for life?” With employer contributions that match teacher contributions, low investment fees, and sharing longevity risk with other plan members, teachers have a good, secure pension that they will never outlive. To inquire about your pension, contact the Teachers’ Pension Plan at: http://tinyurl.com/TPP-portal or to learn more about pension trusteeship and policy, visit the BCTF website at: http://www.bctf.ca/SalaryAndBenefits.aspx?id=4780 Susan Croll, Teacher Newsmagazine editor   Doug Pearce The BCTF wishes to publicly acknowledge Doug Pearce, former and long-time CEO of the British Columbia Investment Management Corporation (bcIMC). Under Pearce’s leadership, bcIMC gained an international reputation as a prudent, ethical, and responsible investment company. Besides thanking him for his steadfast commitment and dedication, we wish him a happy, healthy, and fulfilling retirement. Pearce’s accomplishments include: bcIMC assets grew from 16B to 100B the total annualized returns were 7.9 compared to a benchmark of 7.6% diversification from exclusively Canadian bonds to a globally diversified portfolio bcIMC was a founding signatory to the UN Principles of Responsible Investment.  )
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141007,www.huffingtonpost.ca,http://www.huffingtonpost.ca/2014/10/06/megan-fox-dress_n_5938384.html,Megan Fox Sizzles In Sexy Black Corset Dress View mobile site October 7, 2014 Huffpost Canada Style ca Edition: ca Show/Hide Brasil BR Canada CA Deutschland DE España ES France FR Italia IT 日本 (Japan) JP 한국 (Korea) KR Maghreb MG United Kingdom UK United States US Region: ALL Show/Hide All Canada Alberta British Columbia Québec (en français) Follow Newsletters Get Canada StyleNewsletters Email address Enter Email Address Huffington Post Search Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search iOS app Android app More Log in Create Account Notifications 0 $USERNAME Profile Settings Logout FRONT PAGE Politics Ford Still Doesn't Understand Racism 51 Kenney Posts Photos Of Iraqi Children To Make Case For ISIL Airstrikes 91 Clinton: Canadian Help In ISIL Fight 'Indispensable' 44 Unvetted Judge Joins Supreme Court 42 Canada Sends Advance Team To Middle East 109 Go to Politics More in Politics The Pulse Stephen Harper You Might Also Like US Politics UK Politics Business Porn Company Has A Raunchy Deal For Air Canada Pilots 3 Sun News Just Lost Its Main Source Of Content; What Now? 48 Canadian Cities Surprisingly Unpopular Destinations For Workers 0 This Is How You Rack Up U.S. Roaming Charges While In Canada 14 Look What China Might Actually Build 47 Go to Business More in Business Small Business Money You Might Also Like Tech TechCrunch Autoblog WorldPost Spanish Nurse First To Contract Ebola Outside West Africa 514 It's Been 3 Weeks Since Anyone's Seen Kim And Rumors Are Swirling 91 3 New Findings On ISIS Weapons That You Should Know About 0 WHO: More Cases Of Ebola In Europe Unavoidable 128 Turkish President Says Syrian Town Under Islamic State Siege Is About To Fall 171 Go to WorldPost More in WorldPost Foreign Affairs World Elections Arab Uprising Afghanistan War Syria Crisis You Might Also Like Travel Impact Living 100 Pumpkin Carvings That Will Inspire You 0 Fried Maple Leaves Are A Delicacy In Japan, And We're Jealous 6 WATCH: HuffPost Readers School Us On Toronto's Real Must-Eats 2 Toronto Dubbed Fourth Most Livable City In The World 0 33 Signs You Live In Liberty Village 1 Go to Living You Might Also Like Healthy Living Food Recipes Divorce Women Parentdish Green Post50 Weddings Style Best Halloween Costumes For Men And Women 0 Most Offensive Products In Retail 3 JLaw Goes Topless For Vanity Fair 0 Bridesmaid Dresses You'll Wear Again 0 Canadian Model Coco Rocha Is Pregnant! 4 Go to Style More in Style Beauty Fashion Celeb Style Entertaining and Etiquette Stylelist Canada Wedding Style Home Style You Might Also Like Style (U.S.) Weddings Stylelist Canada Entertainment '7th Heaven' Star Reportedly Confesses To Child Molestation On Tape 382 Beyonce & Nicki Minaj Are Straight Up 'Flawless' In Paris Performance 19 Jennifer Lawrence Breaks Her Silence On Nude Photo Hack 0 Kendra Wilkinson Gets Candid About Those Cheating Rumors 14 Kris Jenner Opens Up About The Late Robert Kardashian 6 Go to Entertainment You Might Also Like Music Celebrity TV Moviefone Arts The Glamorous History Of Pin-Up Like You've Never Seen It Before 3 1 Here Are A Bunch Of F*cking Delightful Artsy Cat Photos. You're Welcome. 3 This Is What It Really Looks Like To Be A Modern Day Nun 8 New Animation-Inspired Art Show Will Make You Yearn For Saturday Morning Cartoons 0 Go to Arts You Might Also Like Books Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Religion Alberta 20 Puppies Found Abandoned In Field 6 Anti-Abortion Postcard Targets Tory MP.. Again 26 Mystery 'GPO Girl' Turns Up In Calgary 0 Jim Prentice: Time A Critical Factor In Alberta Worker Shortage 12 Go to Alberta More in Alberta Alberta Politics Alberta Business Alison Redford Calgary Edmonton British Columbia B.C. Teen Killed By Train Was Wearing Headphones, Texting: RCMP 13 Anthem Singer's Fall Is Lesson In Showmanship 3 Pastafarian Loses B.C. Driver's Licence Over Holy Colander 0 Elderly Asian Women Attacked In Vancouver 0 Lawyers Of Convicted Surrey Six Gangsters Want Mistrial 3 Go to British Columbia More in British Columbia B.C. Politics B.C. Business Christy Clark Vancouver All Sections News Canada Politics Canada Business US Politics US Business World Media Sports Education Crime Weird News Good News Daily Finance Entertainment Entertainment Music TV Celebrity Comedy Arts Books Moviefone Life & Style Living Style Home Healthy Living Taste Weddings Travel Parents Divorce HuffPost 50 Marlo Thomas OWN Tech & Science Tech Science Green Techcrunch Engadget TUAW Joystiq Voices Impact Women Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Religion College Teen Local Quebec (French) Calgary Montreal Ottawa Toronto Vancouver Winnipeg Mapquest Patch.com Our Mobile Apps: iPhone iPad HuffPost Live iPad Android Phone Android Tablet Style Beauty Fashion Celeb Style Entertaining and Etiquette Wedding Style Home Style Hair Most Offensive Products In Retail 2014-10-06 13:27:11 JLaw Goes Topless For Vanity Fair 2014-10-07 11:23:55 Best Halloween Costumes For Men And Women 2014-10-06 14:35:19 LOOK: Matthew McConaughey Wears 'Dazed And Confused' T-Shirt 2014-10-05 21:10:35 Company Claims It's Not Racist In The Worst Way Possible 2014-10-01 11:16:09 This Don Cherry-Like Suit Doesn't Belong To Don Cherry 2014-10-06 11:17:19 Canadian Model Coco Rocha Is Pregnant! 2014-10-06 11:39:44 Bridesmaid Dresses You'll Wear Again 2014-10-06 15:37:08 Plus-Size Model Looks Gorgeous In A Swimsuit 2014-10-03 09:42:13 18 Times Benedict Cumberbatch Looked Like A King 2014-10-07 13:44:23 Fashion Trends We'll Be Wearing Next Spring 2014-10-03 15:48:04 Did Chelsea Clinton Copy Kate Middleton? 2014-10-02 11:13:24 Easy Halloween Costume Ideas 2014-10-03 15:53:21 KStew Teases Us In Sheer Mini-Dress 2014-10-07 08:42:10 Pamela Anderson's Busty Wardrobe Malfunction 2014-10-03 16:30:53 Previous Story Next Story Megan Fox Sizzles In Sexy Black Corset Dress The Huffington Post Canada Posted: 10/06/2014 9:02 am EDT Updated: 10/06/2014 11:59 am EDT Share Tweet Email Comment tumblr reddit Cowabunga! Megan Fox sizzled on the "Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles" Berlin red carpet on Sunday looking glamourous in a sexy black David Koma corset dress that hugged her curves in all the right places. Opting for a long gown instead of her usual minis, the 28-year-old mom's selection is definitely more fashion-forward than we're used to seeing from her. Proof: the lace detailing, the built-in leather corset and the cool leather collar. Joining the "Transformers" star was hubby Brian Austin Green, who couldn't keep his hands off his gorgeous wife. Earlier in the day, the brunette beauty opted for a flirty Marc Jacobs Resort look consisting of a blue-and-purple mini-skirt and matching sleeveless top. Which outfit do you like better? See more of Megan's red carpet looks: Close  Megan Fox of   SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA - SEPTEMBER 08: Megan Fox and Will Arnett pose during a photo call for the 'Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles' at Paddington Reservoir on September 8, 2014 in Sydney, Australia. (Photo by Brendon Thorne/Getty Images for Paramount International) SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA - SEPTEMBER 08: Megan Fox poses during a photo call for the 'Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles' at Paddington Reservoir on September 8, 2014 in Sydney, Australia. (Photo by Brendon Thorne/Getty Images for Paramount International) Megan Fox poses for photographers during a press conference for her latest film "Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles" in Seoul, South Korea, Wednesday, Aug. 27, 2014. The movie is to be released in South Korea on Aug. 28. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man) Megan Fox arrives at special screening of &quot;Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles&quot; at AMC Lincoln Square on Wednesday, Aug. 1, 2014, in New York. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Megan Fox poses during the red carpet event for her latest film "Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles" in Seoul, South Korea, Tuesday, Aug. 26, 2014. The movie will be released in South Korea on Aug. 28. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man) SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA - SEPTEMBER 07: Megan Fox arrives at the Sydney Special Event Screening of 'Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles' at The Entertainment Quarter on September 7, 2014 in Sydney, Australia. (Photo by Brendon Thorne/Getty Images for Paramount International) SYDNEY, NSW - SEPTEMBER 07: Actress Megan Fox arrives at the Sydney Premiere of 'Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles' at The Entertainment Quarter on September 7, 2014 in Sydney, Australia. (Photo by Casey Steele/WireImage) SEOUL, SOUTH KOREA - AUGUST 27: Megan Fox attends the movie 'Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles, 2014' press conference at The Shilla on August 27, 2014 in Seoul, South Korea. (Photo by The Chosunilbo JNS/Multi-Bits via Getty Images) SEOUL, SOUTH KOREA - AUGUST 27: Megan Fox attends the movie 'Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles, 2014' press conference at The Shilla on August 27, 2014 in Seoul, South Korea. (Photo by The Chosunilbo JNS/Multi-Bits via Getty Images) Megan Fox arrives at the Kids' Choice Sports Awards at UCLA's Pauley Pavilion on Thursday, July 17, 2014, in Los Angeles. (Photo by Chris Pizzello/Invision/AP) Megan Fox attends the "Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles" press line on Day 1 of Comic-Con International on Thursday, July 24, 2014, in San Diego. (Photo by Richard Shotwell/Invision/AP) Megan Fox attends the "Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles" press line on Day 1 of Comic-Con International on Thursday, July 24, 2014, in San Diego. (Photo by Richard Shotwell/Invision/AP) Actress Megan Fox arrives at the red carpet of the movie "Ninjas Turtles" in Mexico City, Tuesday, July 29, 2014. (AP Photo/Christian Palma) Megan Fox arrives at the LA Premiere of "Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles" on Sunday, Aug. 3, 2014, in Los Angeles. (Photo by Richard Shotwell/Invision/AP) Megan Fox arrives at the Los Angeles premiere of "Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles" at the Regency Village Theater on Sunday, Aug. 3, 2014. (Photo by Dan Steinberg/Invision/AP) Megan Fox, left, and Will Arnett arrive at the Los Angeles premiere of "Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles" at the Regency Village Theater on Sunday, Aug. 3, 2014. (Photo by Dan Steinberg/Invision/AP) Actress Megan Fox attends a special screening of "Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles" at the AMC Lincoln Square on Wednesday, Aug. 6, 2014, in New York. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP)  Share  Tweet  ✖ Advertisement Share this ✖ close Current Slide More: Megan Fox Men Megan Fox Pictures Megan Fox Pics Megan Fox Style Megan Fox Red Carpet Megan Fox Brian Austin Green Megan Fox Transformers Megan Fox Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles Megan Fox Movies Video Suggest a correction Around the Web Megan Fox - Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia Megan Fox - IMDb Megan Fox | Facebook Megan Fox (@meganfox) | Twitter Megan Fox faces Botox accusations as German fans struggle to recognise her Megan Fox Doesn't Let Circumstances Bring Her Down Looking Foxy! Megan sizzles in sexy leather corset gown   Click here to view Conversations Conversations Most Popular Best Halloween Costumes For Men And Women imgur Most Offensive Products In Retail Zara JLaw Goes Topless For Vanity Fair Patrick Demarchelier/Vanity Fair Easy Halloween Costume Ideas Twitter Bridesmaid Dresses You'll Wear Again Nerida McMurray Photography via Getty Images Pamela Anderson's Busty Wardrobe Malfunction Jason LaVeris via Getty Images Canadian Model Coco Rocha Is Pregnant! ASSOCIATED PRESS Jessica Chastain Poses In Lingerie Interview Fashion Trends We'll Be Wearing Next Spring ASSOCIATED PRESS Plus-Size Model Looks Gorgeous In A Swimsuit Marie Claire Australia Megan Fox Sizzles In Corset Franziska Krug via Getty Images Cool Halloween Lip Makeup Ideas Facebook Best Canadian-Made Wedding Dresses Truvelle Did Chelsea Clinton Copy Kate Middleton? Jeff Bachner INFphoto.com The Photoshop Fail To End All Photoshop Fails ebay This Don Cherry-Like Suit Doesn't Belong To Don Cherry Erie Otters/Twitter LOOK: Rosamund Pike's Style Evolution Getty Images Company Claims It's Not Racist In The Worst Way Possible Dolls Kill KStew Teases Us In Sheer Mini-Dress Dimitrios Kambouris via Getty Images FOLLOW HUFFPOST Email Email Address Options HuffPost Daily Brief Style Get top stories and blog posts emailed to me each day.. Facebook HuffPost Style Twitter HuffPost Follow Style Follow Google Plus HuffPost Style RSS The Huffington Post Style All RSS / Feeds Phone Available on the App Store Android App on Google Play Get it at Blackberry App World Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search advertise log in make HuffPost your home page RSS careers FAQ user agreement privacy policy comment policy about us about our ads contact us Copyright ©2014 TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. "The Huffington Post" is a registered trademark of TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. All rights reserved. Part of HuffPost Style Use this form to alert a HuffPost editor about a factual or typographical error in this story. Notify message * Required * * * What kind of error is this? Choose an option Factual or typographical Comment moderation problem Rights and permissions Other * What is the correction? 0 count Describe the error here (1,000 character limit) * Type the words below so we know you are not a cyborg Sign me up for The Huffington Post's Daily Brief Thank you!)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media last tweet "" @ - 12:00am Follow @ last post "" facebook/ - Jan 1st Like Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=16808,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2008 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 2, October 2008  Healthy schools are schools that stay open By Anne Jardine Given the Ministry of Education’s many recent efforts to promote healthy schools, why has there been so little emphasis on the health reasons for keeping smaller schools open? When children can walk to their rural village school or their urban neighbourhood school, there are fewer carbon emissions from bussing those same children across town or down the highway to some larger town, and hence the overall atmosphere of the earth benefits. Non-renewable fossil fuels can thus be conserved and used for generations to come. In terms of revenues, the district saves some of the expenses generated by the daily operation, staffing, and maintenance of school bus fleets, as well as the fuel costs. By keeping neighbourhood schools, we contribute to a greener, healthier planet. The personal health advantages of walking are well documented. Instead of spending hours each week riding a school bus, children benefit from their daily walk to their local school, which will keep them more fit and active and enable the younger children to share valuable time with the parent or other family member who may accompany them. Children may also choose the option of walking home for lunch, allowing them the possibility of a further bit of healthy exercise and the possibility of sharing lunch time with family members. The overall benefits to physical and mental health may not show up on a school district balance sheet this year, but will decrease costs in other ways over the long term—benefits for the health system when people stay healthier and need fewer medical services. By keeping neighbourhood schools, we contribute to a fitter, healthier population. Communities stay stronger when they include local schools. Young families are attracted to live nearby. The vibrant life of a village or neighbourhood is enhanced by having its school at its heart. School-centred healthy social and cultural activities within the neighbourhood keep people from needing to travel so much in the evenings to participate in arts, sports, or civic life. A healthy school, which offers activities and events within the neighbourhood, will decrease recreational travel, conserve resources, and reduce emissions. It also promotes more meaningful local relationships within and between families. When children live fully within their neighbourhoods, they can be more thoughtfully guided by their parents and other significant adults, they feel a greater sense of belonging and self confidence, and they take greater pride in their local institutions. Risky, self-destructive behaviour, crime, and vandalism decrease when children feel connected to their local environment. In terms of revenue, the benefits accrue when fewer dollars need to be spent in replacing vandalized property, or deploying the services of the judicial and correctional systems. By keeping neighbourhood schools, we contribute to healthier, safer communities. There are so many healthy reasons to support and sustain local neighbourhood schools. If “healthy planet, healthy people, and healthy communities” are used as filters for decision making, the value of a neighbourhood school is clear and obvious. The Ministry of Education needs to become healthy itself before it can begin to think in a healthy way. Promoting healthy schools is not only done by making decrees about smoking and healthy food choices. Nor is it sufficient to adjust the already overflowing curriculum by requiring 30 minutes of school time each day for physical exercise. The concept of a healthy school starts right in the neighbourhood where the students live. The Ministry of Education must seriously and proactively consider the health consequences of its current practice of encouraging and expecting boards to close local schools and bus children afar. In this new round of closures, the ministry is not giving due consideration to its own Anne Jardine is a retired teacher, Windermere. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=16528,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2008 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 1, September 2008  Reclaiming local bargaining By Glen Hansman and Christina Schut Provincial bargaining has cost teachers and the school system dearly. The larger an organization, the slower it is to respond to the changing needs of the people it serves. This is what provincial bargaining has done to the education system in BC. It has created a school system in each district that is unable to respond effectively to the changing needs of students and teachers. Our history as a Federation with autonomous locals presents a clear lesson on the importance of full-scope collective-bargaining rights at the local level–and we need to keep reminding ourselves, and educating our newer members, about what we had. After decades of teachers' working conditions being determined by the whims of trustees and management of school districts, December 1968 saw mass actions by Vancouver teachers that led to the first Learning and Working Conditions contract in the province by August of 1969. While conditions covered in this and other such early agreements often were not enforceable, and while school boards were not required to negotiate with teachers, the 1969 Vancouver Learning and Working Conditions contract was a significant step down the road to full collective bargaining. Full collective-bargaining rights for teachers in each local were ultimately achieved in 1987 via teacher-bargaining legislation. During the negotiations that followed, teachers negotiated a full set of terms including: class size, duty-free lunch in most places, fair personnel practice, professional development rights, and a healthy salary increase. In the years immediately after, hundreds of negotiations were concluded without reference to strikes or lockouts. Where necessary, teachers did undertake job action in the face of school boards acting unfairly in the negotiating process. VESTA and VSTA, for example, fought for and won some of the best learning conditions language for students with special needs, and ratios for teacher-librarians and other specialist teachers. In a city with high numbers of ESL students and students requiring additional support, Vancouver teachers often opted for improved learning conditions for their diverse classrooms over higher salary increases. These gains were possible, in part, because teachers were able to bargain directly with their employer. In the years since 1987 when teachers first gained the right to bargain working and learning conditions into collective agreements, most locals achieved some important provisions for their members; provisions such as preparation time, duty-free lunch hours, class-size limits, and support for students with special needs. It seems we did too well. In the legislature, Mike Harcourt accused the former Social Credit government of "giving 7, 7 and 7 percent increases to the teachers in this province–unsustainable" (Hansard, Monday, July 12, 1993). The NDP government of the day struck a commission headed by Judi Korbin and then, on the strength of her recommendations, changed the legislation. In March 1994, the NDP provincial government introduced the Public Education Labour Relations Act, imposing provincial bargaining on teachers. Where previously locals had bargained directly with their school district employers, the BCTF then became the bargaining agent for all public school teachers in BC–a new bargaining structure. At the same time, the BC Public Schools Employers' Association (BCPSEA) was created to bargain for school boards. All matters that had a cost to them were to be negotiated provincially while non-cost matters could be negotiated locally. It's the structure we are still stuck with today, despite opposition of many. Those of you who were around will recall that several locals worked together to seek an injunction against provincial bargaining. An injunction, unfortunately, was not granted. So where are we now, many years later? Were our worst fears realized, or were we wrong in our beliefs that provincial bargaining would undermine teachers' welfare and our ability to influence and maintain a high quality school system? Since 1994 school funding has deteriorated steadily, and Vancouver teacher salaries have fallen behind teacher salaries in other major Canadian cities despite the fact that the cost of living in Vancouver remains higher than elsewhere in Canada. Vancouver schools are seeing less and less support for ESL students and students with special needs; and the emphasis on achievement in accountability contracts is making things even more difficult. While we can't just blame a bargaining structure for the negative trends in education today, we can blame it for hobbling our ability to protect teachers and students from the effects of these trends. Provincial bargaining has mostly failed to address these issues at all. Not until 2006 did we see what is labeled as the first negotiated collective agreement. Previous attempts at negotiations ended in government intervention and legislation imposing new collective agreements that brought few improvements. Even the one major provision that was achieved in negotiations with government, that of primary class size, was ripped away along with other longstanding provisions on class size and composition through legislation that stripped collective agreements and cancelled the rights of teachers to bargain those provisions in the future! This stripping occurred in January 2002 when the then new Liberal government introduced Bill 28, the Public Education Flexibility and Choice Act, which caused the removal of any and all provisions concerning non-enrolling teachers in the collective agreement, as well as language concerning class size and composition (including the language governing the inclusion of students with special needs). These were items that had been bargained in good faith, fought for, and for which teachers in Vancouver had forgone salary increases and other potential gains. The government and BCPSEA still refuse to restore these items, despite rulings from the ILO. Notwithstanding the small step that was 2006's Bill 33, the provisions in that act cannot compare to the nuanced and detailed language that was stripped from our collective agreement in 2002. That language was admired across North America, and guaranteed appropriate support for our most vulnerable students in ways that Bill 33 has not. At the same time, we continue to be stuck with a provincial bargaining structure which makes it almost impossible to deal meaningfully with any items of mutual concern that are relevant at the local level. In no round of provincial bargaining to date have teachers been able to adequately address concerns and issues facing teachers in schools today. The provincial table, by nature, is a middle-of-the-road process having to encompass the legitimate but vastly differing needs of locals around the province. And, until 2006's negotiated deal, which brought only minor gains for teachers, provincial bargaining was a system that just had not worked–even with the monumental efforts of our provincial bargaining teams and our elected provincial Federation officers. While we may have the right to bargain most terms and conditions on paper we have never brought a full set of objectives to the provincial bargaining table. This is mostly due to the fact that teachers have never trusted the provincial table to provide them with an avenue to have their important issues addressed. The emphasis has been to preserve what we have rather than to try to make new gains. The practice has demonstrated that our fears that provincial bargaining would undermine local efforts to address the problems and conditions in our schools were well founded. The changing needs of students and teachers will not be addressed properly unless we can do so locally once again. What steps will we take, collectively, to reclaim what we have lost? Glen Hansman is president of Vancouver Elementary Teachers' Association (VESTA) and Christina Schut, a VESTA local rep to the BCTF, was VESTA president in 1994 when local bargaining was taken away. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=24463&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 3, November/December 2011   Research: BC retired teachers support their comumunities  By JoAnn Lauber   In March and April 2011, the BC Retired Teachers’ Association (BCRTA) conducted a survey to investigate both the volunteer role of educators who had retired and the impact of their work on communities in the province. Based on the number of responses to the survey (1,036), the professional staff of the Research and Technology Division of the BC Teachers’ Federation, who assisted the BCRTA, declared the results statistically valid. Respondents, in addition, made 1,282 written comments. The survey found that thousands of retired teachers are actively contributing to society by volunteering in communities all across the province where they taught and built connections, and where they still reside. Their volunteer work is rich in scope and diversity, and significant in terms of contribution. In volunteering, retired teachers, even into their 80s and beyond, touch the lives of people in all age groups from children to the elderly. In their volunteer work, they engage in a variety of activities, in fact, an average of four different activities by each volunteer. The largest number of BCRTA volunteers work in community, provincial, and international organizations and events—more than half (681) of the survey respondents, thus indicating active participation in social and civic affairs. One survey respondent remarked, “Retired teachers are significant in the leadership and organization skills in our town in almost every area” and another, in support of this finding, wrote, “In my experience, retired teachers are highly valued as volunteers by organizations because of the skills developed over a teaching career—planning, organizing, implementing plans, and working well with others—and are often actively recruited.” The results show that the largest number of hours of volunteering per person per month, far greater than for any other category, was found to be in caregiving. Many respondents commented that they were also administering necessary caregiving in their homes; thus, many hours in addition to those cited on the survey, are devoted to caregiving. This contribution—in the form of caregiving assistance—constitutes a huge social and financial benefit to our health and childcare systems. The study revealed that each BC retired educator devotes an average of 31 hours of volunteer time each month to multiple endeavours in a broad range of community and people-centred activities. This amount of time is more than double that donated by “top volunteers,” as described in a 2009 survey on volunteering by all Canadians. If the volunteer work of BCRTA survey respondents is extrapolated to the entire population of retired educators in the province (29,831 retirees at the time of the survey), and calculated at only a minimum wage of $10 per hour, the economic benefit is valued at about $111 million annually. A phenomenal contribution to the welfare of society in British Columbia! Retired educators contribute in diverse and significant ways to the well-being and sustainability of the communities of our province. During their lives as educators, BC teachers were devoted to their charges—the school children in their communities; perhaps it is not surprising that their altruistic and compassionate spirit of involvement and caring carries on to become their passionate preoccupation in retirement. This spirit of caring and giving pervaded the comments of the survey respondents. One retired educator wrote, “Volunteering is wonderful, keeps us young, keeps brain cells dancing, and makes us realize just how many skills have been attained throughout a teaching career. Volunteering not only fills the hours but provides an opportunity to serve others in a meaningful way, to make community stronger, to give back to society the benefit we get from living in a democratic country.” The authors of this report wish to thank all those retired teacher volunteers from every region of this province who shared their experiences and reflections. Their work as volunteers makes our world a better place. We hope that the results of this study will enable informed discussion about retiree volunteering in British Columbia and encourage the provincial and federal governments to consider what they might do to support the selfless work of volunteers. The full report is posted on the website: bcrta.ca.   Ad hoc Volunteerism Committee: Cliff Boldt, Judy deVries, Dale Lauber, JoAnn Lauber (chair), Sheila Pither, Howard Spence  )
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/BCTFNews.aspx?id=29546&printPage=true,BCTF News Volume 18, Number 8, March 27, 2013  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Newsletters and Alerts > BCTF News > 2012-13 Archives       Volume 18, Number 8, March 27, 2013  In this issue:   97th AGM election results  AGM on social media  PSA membership now online  Teacher’s Pension Plan contribution rates to increase  Special election issue of Teacher newsmagazine  Opportunities for members  97th AGM election results From March 16 to 19, 2013, nearly 700 teachers from across BC were gathered at the Hyatt Regency Hotel in downtown Vancouver for the 97th Annual General Meeting of the BC Teachers’ Federation. Delegates elected the BCTF’s new Executive Committee. Beginning July 1, 2013, Jim Iker (Burns Lake) will be the new president, Glen Hansman (Vancouver-Elementary) will become first vice-president, and Teri Mooring (Quesnel) was elected second vice-president. As members-at-large, David Komljenovic (Kamloops Thompson), Teresa Grandinetti (Coquitlam), Paul Steer (Delta), Gail Chaddock-Costello (Langley), and Janine Fraser (Boundary) were all elected. AGM on social media With more than 6,000 tweets from delegates and teachers observing back home, the 97th AGM was broadcast like never before. Get a quick glimpse of some of the social media highlights on the BCTF’s Storify page. storify.com/bctf  PSA membership now online Looking to join one of the BCTF’s 33 Provincial Specialist Associations? For the first time, you can now register or renew your membership online. Our PSAs engage teachers in valuable professional development and serve as channels for members to exchange ideas on research, teaching strategies, curriculum development, and other shared interests. Join a PSA now at https://bctf.ca/psa/join.aspx.   Teacher’s Pension Plan contribution rates to increase Based on the results of the 2011 Actuarial Evaluation, contribution rates will increase by 1.3% for both the employer and the active member. The increase will ensure the financial health of the plan for new and current members. For more information, please read the communiqué from the Teacher’s Pension Plan Board of Trustees: www.pensionsbc.ca/portal/page/portal/pencorpcontent/ tpppage/news/tpp_bc_valuation_2011.pdf  Special election issue of Teacher newsmagazine With the next provincial election less than six weeks away, look out for the latest Teacher newsmagazine in your mailboxes. In this election-focused issue, catch exclusive interviews with three leaders of BC’s main political parties. You’ll have to read on to find out which leader refused to participate. Also in this special edition are articles on education funding, the BCTF’s proposals for party platforms, and the impact a decade of interference has had on teacher collective bargaining rights. Read the online version here. issuu.com/teachernewsmag/docs/electionspecial_march13   Opportunities for members PSID Facilitators posting for facilitators for BCTF workshops can be found at bctf.ca/opportunities/BCTFCommittees.aspx   Evaluators for Educational Resources Acquisition Consortium (ERAC) can be found at bctf.ca/opportunities/ERACCommittees.aspx   Deadlines for applications are indicated on the postings. The following council members will be elected at the Spring Representative Assembly, May 24–25, 2013   BC Federation of Labour Executive Council: One vacancy (one-year term) elected at the Spring RA—Deadline: 12:00 p.m., May 24, 2013. Information on the BC Federation of Labour Executive Council can be found on page 42 of the Members’ Guide to the BCTF. Judicial Council: Seven vacancies (three, three-year and one, one-year term)—elected at the Spring RA—Deadline: May 15, 2013. The Judicial Council, through the use of panels, considers alleged breaches of the Code of Ethics or conduct harmful to the Federation and renders a verdict regarding said conduct. Applicants must be nominated by a secret ballot of a local general meeting or local delegate assembly. (See page 132 of the Members’ Guide to the BCTF.) bctf.ca/OpportunitiesforMembers.aspx      )
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/IssuesInEducation.aspx?id=10724&printPage=true,BCTF > Provincial Budget 2006  	BCTF > Issues in Education  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Issues in Education > Education Finance Provincial Budget 2006 The following table compares public and private K-12 core operating budgets for the next three years. K-12 Education Operating Budget 2006-07 to 2008-09 Operating Expense ($000) Core Business 2006/07 (estimate) 2007/08 (plan) 2008/09 (plan) % Change 2005/6 to 2006/7 % Change 2006 to 2007 % Change 2007 to 2008 Public Schools 4,360,873 4,361,811 4,362,798 2.31% 0.02% 0.02% Private Schools 191,285 199,358 206,667 2.49% 4.22% 3.67% BCTF news release BCTF budget summary Ministry of Education service plan Ministry of Finance - Provincial Budget  )
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=6920,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 7, May/June 2006 Devrait-on laisser un élève en immersion s’il éprouve des difficultés ? Par Karina Younk Comme orthopédagogue, parents et enseignants cherchent mon avis sur cette question. Je déteste quand on me demande si un élève devrait quitter l’immersion pour aller en anglais, car c’est une décision importante. Selon mes propres expériences et sachant que chaque enfant développe selon son propre rythme et ce rythme ne correspond pas exactement aux résultats d’apprentissage prescrits, je voudrais tellement pouvoir me fier sur un outil d’évaluation fiable avant de jouer avec le destin d’un jeune. Mais hélas ! La réponse à cette question n’est pas facile à trouver. J’enseigne en immersion depuis plus de vingt ans. Dès ma première année d’enseignement (en 3e année), j’ai dû faire face à cette question avec trois élèves : Marie, Jeannine et Jérémie (pas leurs vrais noms) et ces trois élèves m’ont fait comprendre que chaque individu doit être considéré dans son propre contexte. Pour Marie, c’était sa première année en immersion et mes collègues me disaient : ´ Elle n’a pas d’affaire dans ta classe ! Elle aurait dû commencer en maternelle ou en première année ! ª Ayant débuté ma propre expérience en immersion à l’âge de 20 ans, j’avais un peu de difficulté à justifier leur argument. Donc, Marie est restée, malgré les difficultés qu’elle a connues cette année-là puis elle est aujourd’hui enseignante en immersion. Je suis extrêmement fière d’elle et de ma décision de la garder dans ma classe. Mais avec Jean j’étais convaincue que la décision de sa mère de le changer de programme était logique, car Jean avait un problème d’ouïe. Comme il n’entendait pas bien les sons, nous voulions lui faciliter la tâche en lui faisant apprendre dans une seule langue. L’année suivante, Jean éprouvait autant de difficulté en anglais, mais il venait me voir à toutes les récrés pour me parler en français. Encore aujourd’hui je ne suis pas certaine que nous avons pris la bonne décision - il y avait sûrement d’autres moyens de l’appuyer. Jeannine éprouvait des difficultés en lecture, en maths et en écriture tout au long de la 3e année. Mais lorsqu’elle me parlait, il n’y avait aucun doute qu’elle maîtrisait la langue. Elle a utilisé ses habiletés langagières pour convaincre ses parents qu’elle avait besoin d’une autre année en troisième pour mieux apprendre ses concepts de base. Vous pouvez bien imaginer la discussion mouvementée que j’ai eue avec ses parents lorsque j’ai essayé d’appuyer sa décision ! Mais Jeannine a gagné sa bataille et l’année suivante elle était une des douées en troisième. Aujourd’hui, je continue à chercher des outils d’évaluation pour appuyer mes suggestions devant des parents inquiets. Ayant demandé à mes collègues ce qu’ils utilisaient, j’ai appris que nous faisons tous nos propres outils d’évaluation ou parfois nous nous mettons ensemble pour en faire, mais personne n’est satisfait avec son outil de dépistage. Les observations des enseignants et des parents restent encore nos outils les plus fidèles. Auparavant, j’utilisais le French Immersion Achievement Test (FIAT) en 7e année pour appuyer mes suggestions aux parents, mais j’avais toujours de la difficulté à accepter qu’une faute de grammaire pouvait pénaliser un élève dans le test d’orthographe. Si un enfant écrivait ´ ils ont chercher ª au lieu de ´ ils ont cherché ª, c’était considéré comme une faute d’orthographe. Récemment, j’ai appris que le WIAT (Wechsler Individual Achievement Test) existe maintenant en français. Mais je crains qu’il soit plus approprié pour les élèves francophones que pour nos élèves en immersion. Comme ce sont des anglophones, on peut aussi administrer le WIAT en anglais. Mais puisque nos élèves en immersion ne commencent à étudier l’anglais qu’en troisième année, ce n’est pas réaliste de penser que les sous-tests d’orthographe, de lecture et d’écriture vont livrer des résultats aussi fiables que pour leurs pairs en anglais. Puis, avec l’accent sur l’intervention précoce, attendre jusqu’en 4e année pour évaluer un élève en difficulté est inacceptable. Donc, avec les jeunes on se fie sur La collection de livrets de lecture GB+ pour dire si un enfant lit au niveau approprié. Le seul hic c’est que, d’une école à une autre, les niveaux varient et il n’y a pas d’échelle commune. Il faut aussi reconnaître que cette trousse est une traduction de l’anglais et que les textes traduits, tels Perdu au centre commercial (Lost at the Mall) ne représentent pas nécessairement le même degré de difficulté de décodage. De plus, si on lit la structure des questions de compréhension, on voit souvent que les élèves se perdent dans la question, même s’ils ont bien compris le texte. Si un enfant n’a jamais eu l’occasion de parler d’une dépanneuse ou des patins à roues alignées, c’est certain que le texte risque de le confondre. Chaque année de nouveaux Marie, Jean et Jeannine m’obligent à lutter à nouveau avec cette question : devraient-ils rester en immersion ou changer en anglais ? Chaque année je voudrais un outil diagnostique valable pour les élèves en immersion. Chaque année, je retourne voir les enseignants, les élèves, les parents et on jongle avec la question pesant les arguments en faveur et contre. Puis, chaque année, quand la décision est prise, je me mords le bout des doigts en espérant que nous avons pris la meilleure décision. Selon moi, pour appuyer un meilleur dépistage et un meilleur succès des jeunes en immersion, les ministères de l’Éducation devraient travailler ensemble pour parrainer le développement des outils diagnostiques et les mettre à la disposition des écoles d’immersion. Synopsis Should a student who is experiencing difficulties in the French immersion program leave the program? Ministries of Education need to work together to sponsor the development of diagnostic tools specifically designed for French Immersion programs. Karina Younk, Enseignante aux services d’appui à l’école Quarterway, Nanaimo. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=10182,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 6, May/June 2003 Porto Alegre and the World Education Forum by Neil Worboys In January, I participated in the World Education Forum in Porto Alegre, Brazil. Only two years old, this education forum precedes the World Social Forum, an open meeting place for reflective thinking and democratic debate regarding antiglobalization, environmental, and women’s issues. The World Education Forum in Dakar, Senegal, April 2000, was the first and most important event in education at the dawn of the new century. By adopting the Dakar Framework for Action, the 1,100 participants of the forum reaffirmed their commitment to achieving education for all by the year 2015 and entrusted UNESCO with the overall responsibility of co-ordinating all international players and sustaining the global momentum. This year, participants from all over the world travelled to Brazil to share their ideas and concerns about the state of public education. The common theme: governments worldwide are aggressively pursuing a neoliberal agenda. We teachers need to join others to form a common front against the push to bring down social services. I heard educators from Scotland, India, Ecuador, and Italy condemn globalized underfunding and privatization of educational services. We in British Columbia are a small part of a much larger, invidious plan for a rebirth of the old imperialism disguised in the new language of the right, called "globalization." In plain English, right-wing governments follow with alacrity their agenda of dismantling a system that has lasted for 100 years. Governments around the world are shredding social democracies to create a system that demolishes the middle class, creates serfdom of the poor, and, of course, benefits the rich. In most countries, the global economic system blocks almost all attempts for radical change in education. New Zealand, one of the first countries to pursue privitization in education, backed off recently, because it didn’t work. People wanted a socially responsible system. The powerful, large, rich multinational corporations follow their goal of creating wealth for their shareholders; corporations are not interested in investing money in education. The "learning for earning" model is in many corporations’ best interests: they want a cheap, uneducated workforce. Presenters at the conference stated that if citizens around the world believe that a basic standard of education can be achieved by the year 2015, they will have to struggle for it. Universal education will not come about simply by intelligent, rational discussion. The struggle will be between those who hold the wealth and power and those who don’t. Speaker after speaker reiterated the need to build alliances and coalitions to apply constant pressure on government for greater equality and more resources. Sound familiar? Unfortunately, the global picture is painted in discouraging colours. Local, national, and international governments work hard to thwart the advancement of social movements. They fear that education will transform docile citizens into critical thinkers who might challenge governmental trends and question authority. Here in B.C., I’m more optimistic. Since January, the tide is turning, as coalitions build forces to fight back. Witness the dedicated struggle against B.C. Hydro’s being taken over by Accenture. Observe the Education Funding Conference and the Caravan Against the Cuts, two hugely successful activities that have brought people together in their commitment to, and support of, public education. You’ve probably taken part in myriad petitions, marches, and rallies against the government as people unite to prevent the destruction of health and education services. Education, however, creates a populace that challenges the reality of pre-packaged concepts of a controlled media. At Porto Alegre, I met a black American educator, a man who’d left a highly paid aeronautical-engineering job to become a teacher. His unbridled passion called him from a position paying $400,000 a year to one that paid about one-tenth as much. I was inspired as he told us his reasons for changing careers. He related that education is the most powerful change agent that he saw; indeed, the only way he could see American society change the way it functions is through educating students who think critically and ask questions about the kind of society they want to belong to. He worried that the American government is brainwashing the general public through the media, as it promotes the message that "everything’s going well, so there’s no need to speak out." As a result, education in America is becoming even more unbalanced. In a two-tiered system, the poor don’t have a chance. It’s a vicious cycle. His words strike a profound chord right here in British Columbia. Why are the Liberals waging war on the poor, the women, the elderly, and the disabled? We cannot afford a public education system that picks on the most vulnerable. We teachers have a valuable role to play in promoting a caring society, replicated in schools. Panel presenters, small groups, and individuals all condemned the World Trade Organization. This year, the WTO has on its agenda the matter of education: Should it be a service or a right? It’s leaning to the belief that education is a service. The participants at Porto Alegre denounced that view, embracing education as a right, with the goal of universal public education that benefits individuals as well as the collective. There is no room in a publicly funded education system for a profit-generating enterprise that considers the bottom line above the needs of people. Jean-Marie Maillard, one of the workshop presenters, warned us of the evils of the WTO. She said, "Systems of inequality, elitism, and social and cultural exclusion, and of forsaking the weaker ones, are the unavoidable consequences of WTO policies." Common to all was the sense that governments are unwilling rather than unable to provide the necessary resources for quality public education. People felt that children should have unlimited access to knowledge, ideas, and skills and that the investigation of those areas should be completely funded by government. Globally, resources are available for education. Governments must make education a priority. They have to do it rather than give tax breaks to the rich, a practice lamentably used by the Liberals here in B.C.! Upon returning to B.C., I knew our struggle for quality public education mirrored many other similar struggles around the world. The coalitions we have established over the last several months are working. More concerned parents than ever before are speaking out about the cuts to education. Neither their voices nor ours will be silenced by government rhetoric. I ask that even in these difficult times, we recommit ourselves to practising what Paolo Freire, Brazil’s greatest educator, calls "pedagogy of the heart" in our quest to humanize our society. It is our greatest privilege and challenge to awaken in all learners the expectation of change—a power that once awakened, seeks expression in collective, transforming social action. I felt invigorated, knowing that we B.C. teachers are part of a world-wide movement of social change, one I was privileged to witness in Porto Alegre, at the World Education Forum, an amazing interchange of ideas. Neil Worboys is president of the BCTF. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=14260&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 20, Number 2, October 2007 New BCTF lesson aids 1 LA SR221—Rethinking Mathematics: Teaching Social Justice by the Numbers Edited by Eric Gutstein and Bob Peterson, 184 p. ©2006. This book is a Rethinking Schools Publication and it includes a unique collection of more than 30 articles by American teachers that shows teachers how to weave social-justice principles throughout the math curriculum, and how to integrate social-justice math into other curricular areas as well. This is real-world math that helps students analyze problems as they gain essential academic skills. "Rethinking Mathematics" helps teachers develop students' understanding of society and prepare them to be critical, active participants in a democracy. Grades 4–12. $19.95 2 LA SR222—Open Minds to Equality: A Sourcebook of Learning Activities to Affirm Diversity and Promote Equity by Nancy Schniedewind and Ellen Davidson, 400 p. ©2006. This 3rd edition of "Open Minds to Equality" is an educator's sourcebook of activities to help students understand and change inequalities based on race, gender, class, age, language, sexual orientation, physical/mental ability, and religion. The activities also promote respect for diversity and interpersonal equality among students, fostering a classroom that is participatory, co-operative, and democratic. An essential resource for teachers, leaders in professional development, and curriculum specialists. This is a Rethinking Schools Publication of Milwaukee, WI. Grades 4–12. $27.95 3 LA8201—An Integrated Primary Peace Curriculum: A Beginning by Tina Anderson, ©2007, 78 p. This resource package includes integrated primary peace education activities and worksheets related to language arts, literature, math, science, social studies, art, music and drama plus ideas for peace themed presentations and multicultural activities. Peace education web sites are also listed. $7.95. 4 LA 9983—The New Teacher Book: Finding purpose, balance, and hope during your first years in the classroom. A Rethinking Schools Publication, Milwaukee, WI ©2004, 236 p. Teaching is a lifelong challenge, but the first few years in the classroom are typically among a teacher's hardest. This book is a collection of writings and reflections--some by new teachers, others by veterans with decades of experience to share that offers practical guidance on how new teachers from Kindergarten through secondary school can effectively navigate the school system, form rewarding professional relationships with colleagues, and connect in meaningful ways with students and families from all cultures and backgrounds. $17.95 5 LA 8003—Sight Word Books—Level 1: K—1 Creative Teaching Press, 146 p. ©2001. This book features 30 cross-curricular mini-books with fun, predictable text, which can be reproduced and students can personalize to make their very own set of beginning readers. The stories in this resource give students repeated practice reading and writing over 50 words that most commonly appear in print. Also includes tips for making "reading sticks" that help students follow words as they read and clever ideas for turning the mini-book covers into student-made art projects. Each mini-book also has a place for students to dedicate their book to someone special. The sight word books are great tools for boosting comprehension skills, improving fluency, and expanding vocabulary and are also useful for English as a Second Language. Note that this book is produced in the USA and may contain some US-based standards. Grades K–1. $17.95 6 LA 8011—Picture Sorting—Hands-On Word Study Activities: K–2. Creative Teaching Press, ©2004, 58 p. This book requires students to group words into different categories, drawing their attention to word patterns that help in understanding how words work. This resource includes over 350 full-color punch-out picture cards as well as sorting mats and labels. Sorting ideas and suggestions are included for whole-class, small-group and individual work. Sorting activities include beginning consonant sounds, beginning consonant blends, beginning consonant digraphs, ending consonant sounds, short and long vowels, rhyming words and syllables. Note that this book is produced in the USA and may contain some US-based standards. Grades K–2. $20.95 7 LA 8012—Word Sorting—Hands-On Word Study Activities: K–2. Creative Teaching Press, ©2004, 58 p. This book requires students to group words into different categories drawing their attention to word patterns that help in understanding how words work. This resource includes over 440 full-color punch-out picture cards as well as sorting mats and labels. Sorting ideas and suggestions are included for whole-class, small-group, and individual work. Includes sorting activities to reinforce short and long vowel words, y-words, r-controlled vowel words, compound words, contractions, homophones, and prefixes and suffixes. Note that this book is produced in the USA and may contain some US-based standards. Grades K–2. $20.95 8 LA 8460—Money: Grades 1–3 by Ruth Solski, 99 p. Revised ©2005. This teacher guide integrates language arts and math with more then 55 reproducible worksheets and activities. Currency and literacy is combined in one book. Students learn the concept of money through 21 mathematic activities and 10 money illustrations. Worksheets include skill at the bottom of each page. Literacy activities include reading comprehension, phonics, word study, creative writing and matching. Answer key included. $16.95 9 LA 9442—Multiplication and Division Drills: Grades 4–6 by Nancy Wilson and Paul Laporte, 131 p. Revised ©2006. This Canadian resource book includes hands-on practice activities for the basic facts of multiplication and division. Begin with the 1–2 times tables, then progress through single to four-factor multiplication drills. Also included are factor pyramids and multiplication wheels and an introduction to decimals. Division steps start with single-digit divisors without remainders, and move to three-digit divisors with remainders. Includes 114 pages of reproducible drill and word problem worksheets that can be used as homework sheets or timed exercises. Answer keys and certificate of completion are also included. $17.95 10 LA9443—Money Talks: Teaching Math with Canadian Content by Wilne Ferré and Cora Gaillard, 80 p. Revised ©2000. This teacher guide includes 45 reproducible and hands-on activities with real world contexts. Study the history of money, the barter system, the Canadian mint, budgeting, banks and ATM machines, cheques/credit cards plus piggy banks, purses, and wallets. Research metals, alloy symbols, currency in other countries, and famous rich people. Includes an answer key. Grades 3–6. $15.95 More curriculum resources and information are available at www.bcalmer.ca. To order the above lesson aids, enclose a cheque payable to the BCTF or authorized PO to BCTF Lesson Aids Service, 100-550 West 6th Ave., Vancouver, BC V5Z 4P2 or call 604-871-2180, toll free 1-800-663-9163, ext. 2180, with a Visa or Mastercard. GST, postage/handling are included in prices. Orders sent by return mail. Lesson Aids office and display room hours: 9—5 p.m. Mon. to Fri. from Sept. to June; 9–5. Tues. to Fri. during July and Aug.; 9–12 on Sat. during Sept., Oct., Jan., and Feb. bctf.ca/LessonAids.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=10442,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 19, Number 4, January/February 2007 Free library cards! The Ministry of Education recently sent out notices to all students in the province offering them a "free" public library card. Coquitlam teacher, Jennie Boulanger wrote the following letter to her MLA: Dear Diane Thorne, MLA I am a resident of your constituency and an elementary teacher in Burquitlam’s riding. Please find enclosed a class set of notices given to me today to distribute to my Grade 4 students. If you could be so kind, please return these to Honorable Minister of Education Shirley Bond. I find it appalling that our precious tax (education) dollars would be spent on such an outrageous piece of (false), self-congratulatory propaganda. I’m sure that there was at least one BC student not eligible for a free public library card prior to our current government’s probable policy change. What I’m not so sure of is why the money for this lovely letterhead and distribution to probably 500,000 students wasn’t spent on buying library books for schools instead. Once again, we are subjecting our children to a shameless piece of advertising. "...our government’s way of encouraging you to ...enjoy the gift of reading." Indeed. Unfortunately, my 10-year-olds didn’t receive these to take home. Instead we discussed how this "news" seemed strange, considering that we have been to two local public libraries already this school year and already had our "free" library cards for some time. Some students brought up concerns about saving our trees instead of using paper needlessly for notices such as these. Perhaps (if a Spring Session is held) you could bring up some of our future-voters’ concerns in Legislature. Thank you for considering my request. Jennie Boulanger Coquitlam Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141007,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/bctf/status/514515862410100736?screen_name=bctf&id=514515862410100736,BCTF on Twitter: "Aboriginal Education Association conference - Oct 24 - Co-hosted by @UBCTeacherEd NITEP: http://t.co/Ye5aQdEPsz | #psaday14 #fnimed #bctfpd" Twitter Search query Search Twitter Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Language: English Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Have an account? Sign in New to Twitter? Join Today » Sign In Phone, email or username Password Sign in Remember me Forgot password? Already using Twitter via text message? Follow Following Unfollow Blocked Unblock Pending Cancel BCTF ‏ @bctf Sep 23 Aboriginal Education Association conference - Oct 24 - Co-hosted by @UBCTeacherEd NITEP: http://pdce-educ-payportal.sites.olt.ubc.ca/nitep-bctf-conference-registration/ … | #psaday14 #fnimed #bctfpd Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Retweets 4 Favorites 3 1:45 PM - 23 Sep 2014 Don’t miss any updates from BCTF © 2014 Twitter About Help Ads info Close Flag this media This has already been marked as containing sensitive content. Flag this as containing potentially illegal content. Submit Cancel Learn more about flagging media Dismiss Close Previous Next Close Go to a person's profile Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Close Retweet this to your followers? Cancel Retweet Close Are you sure you want to delete this Tweet? Cancel Delete Close Block Cancel Block Add a location to your Tweets When you tweet with a location, Twitter stores that location. You can switch location on/off before each Tweet and always have the option to delete your location history. Learn more Turn location on Not now Turn off location Close Profile summary Close Your lists Close Create a new list List name Description Under 100 characters, optional Privacy Public · Anyone can follow this list Private · Only you can access this list Save list Close Close Embed this Tweet Add this Tweet to your website by copying the code below. Learn more Hmm, there was a problem reaching the server. Try again? Include parent Tweet Include media Preview Close Sign up for Twitter Not on Twitter? Sign up, tune into the things you care about, and get updates as they happen. Have an account? Sign in » Close Two-way (sending and receiving) short codes: Country Code For customers of United States 40404 (any) Canada 21212 (any) United Kingdom 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM Haiti 40404 Digicel, Voila Ireland 51210 Vodafone, O2 India 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Indonesia 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » See SMS short codes for other countries Close Confirmation)
(20141007,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/bcedplan/status/395239332237565952?screen_name=bcedplan&screen_name=bcedplan&id=395239332237565952&id=395239332237565952,BC's Education Plan on Twitter: "Good Q MT @jhengstler: If we give kids soc media training wheels w/ aliases & avatars--when should we allow them 2b themselves online?" Twitter Search query Search Twitter Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Language: English Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Have an account? Sign in New to Twitter? Join Today » Sign In Phone, email or username Password Sign in Remember me Forgot password? Already using Twitter via text message? Follow Following Unfollow Blocked Unblock Pending Cancel BC's Education Plan ‏ @bcedplan Oct 29 Good Q MT @jhengstler: If we give kids soc media training wheels w/ aliases & avatars--when should we allow them 2b themselves online? Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Retweet 1 10:22 AM - 29 Oct 2013 Don’t miss any updates from BC's Education Plan © 2014 Twitter About Help Ads info Close Flag this media This has already been marked as containing sensitive content. Flag this as containing potentially illegal content. Submit Cancel Learn more about flagging media Dismiss Close Previous Next Close Go to a person's profile Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Close Retweet this to your followers? Cancel Retweet Close Are you sure you want to delete this Tweet? Cancel Delete Close Block Cancel Block Add a location to your Tweets When you tweet with a location, Twitter stores that location. You can switch location on/off before each Tweet and always have the option to delete your location history. Learn more Turn location on Not now Turn off location Close Profile summary Close Your lists Close Create a new list List name Description Under 100 characters, optional Privacy Public · Anyone can follow this list Private · Only you can access this list Save list Close Close Embed this Tweet Add this Tweet to your website by copying the code below. Learn more Hmm, there was a problem reaching the server. Try again? Include parent Tweet Include media Preview Close Sign up for Twitter Not on Twitter? Sign up, tune into the things you care about, and get updates as they happen. Have an account? Sign in » Close Two-way (sending and receiving) short codes: Country Code For customers of United States 40404 (any) Canada 21212 (any) United Kingdom 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM Haiti 40404 Digicel, Voila Ireland 51210 Vodafone, O2 India 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Indonesia 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » See SMS short codes for other countries Close Confirmation)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=10112,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 5, April 2003 Health & Safety Fifth Disease season is here by Maureen L. MacDonald Fifth is a contagious childhood disease that causes a red rash on the face and body and is sometimes called "slapped-cheek syndrome." Are you pregnant? Do you have sickle-cell disease, chronic anemia, or immune system disorders? Are you just generally hungry for new information? Read this! The problem arises Early this February, the phone calls started coming to the health and safety department from local presidents and collective-agreement officers. Laurie Lenardon started the ball rolling. "There are three pregnant teachers in Chilliwack who have cases of Fifth Disease in their classes. Blood tests reveal that they are not immune. They are worried about their babies. If a pregnant woman gets the disease, the fetus is at risk for fetal anemia and death. Their doctors say that they should not risk exposure by going to those schools where the disease is known. They have refused unsafe work under WCB Reg. 3.12, but the school board and the WCB don’t recognize the situation as an "undue hazard." The school board consulted with BCPSEA (B.C. Public Schools Employers’ Association), and it won’t reassign the teachers to safe sites because it doesn’t want to set a provincial precedent. The teachers are staying away from school anyway. What’s next?" A catch-me-up conversation with the current VESTA president, Patricia Gudlaugson, was revealing. "In Vancouver, it isn’t an issue. I know pregnant teachers who were quietly and temporarily reassigned to schools that had no known cases of Fifth." So much for Chilliwack’s setting a provincial precedent! A quick search for "Fifth Disease and pregnancy" on the Internet disclosed more than enough information for me to understand why those pregnant teachers who didn’t have antibodies for Fifth were not willing to take the risk at their usual assignments. Grievances were launched. WCB claims were filed. Shortly thereafter, Paul Hutcheson was looking for BCTF advice to give a pregnant teacher in Victoria. And Chris Johns reported two worried pregnant teachers in Cranbrook. The count rose to seven pregnant teachers in Chilliwack with Fifth in their classes. The pregnant teachers who had no immunity were treated differently by their employers. Two were reassigned. One was advised to take early maternity leave. One was told to stay off work and use her sick leave. One ran out of sick leave and applied for short-term coverage from the BCTF Salary Indemnity Plan. One said she had no sick leave, and the board told her to stay home with pay. The teachers were not sick; they were trying to avoid getting sick. The meeting BCTF health and safety officer George Taylor and I met with three WCB officials on March 25th to discuss Fifth. Laurie Lenardon attended too, as the president with the most members of concern. The discussion was very enlightening. The WCB had finished an investigation February 17. The WCB now recognizes Fifth Disease as a known hazard for pregnant teachers whose blood tests reveal that they don’t have the antibodies to protect them. For pregnant, non-antibody teachers, Fifth Disease falls under the definition of "biohazardous material" in WCB Regulation 6.33. Therefore, said the WCB reps, the employer must develop and implement an Exposure Control Plan pursuant to Reg. 6.34. The Exposure Control Plan is the responsibility of the employer. It is to separate the worker from the risk. It should be done in consultation with the Joint Occupational Health & Safety Committee. The WCB had talked to a rep of BCPSEA and told him of the risk to fetuses and that a plan needed to be made. BCPSEA is in regular contact with school boards. The tricky part Here it gets a bit tricky. The only members to whom the ruling regarding Fifth applies are the pregnant non-antibody teachers. (Teachers who are not pregnant, and pregnant teachers with antibodies for Fifth, are not involved in this ruling.) If the teacher is actually exposed to Fifth, WCB Reg. 3.12-"Refusal of unsafe work"—is in play. If the teacher has not yet been exposed but the employer knows of the potential risk, Workers Compensation Act Section 115--"General duties of employers"—applies. At least one teacher we know of was phoned at home by a school board official and told to stay away because a case of Fifth had been identified at her school. That’s an exposure control plan in operation. We don’t know who is paying for the absence, but sick leave should not be used for this purpose. The teacher is not sick and is available for safe work. WCB officials promised to resend a memo to its regional officers stating that pregnant teachers without Fifth antibodies are at risk, clarifying that there is an undue hazard to these certain people, and reminding the officers that employers need an exposure control plan. The BCTF would be sent a copy of that memo, and perhaps a sample exposure-control plan. The documents have not yet arrived at our office. The saga continues If in doubt, contact your doctor and your local president. Advice about Fifth Disease Wash your hands often. Instruct students to do the same. Don’t share utensils and drinking containers. If you are pregnant, ask your doctor for a blood test to determine if you are already immune. If you are pregnant and don’t have the antibodies, alert your local president that you are at risk. Although this article is about pregnancy and Fifth, you should also consult your doctor if you have a chronic red blood cell disorder or a compromised immune system. What is Fifth Disease? Fifth Disease is a viral infection that affects red blood cells. Its official name is erythema infectiosum. It is caused by human parvovirus B19. It usually occurs in children under age 10, but anyone can catch it. Maternal Parvovirus B19 infection can lead to serious complications for the fetus in up to 10% of pregnancies. About 50% of women are non-immune. References Ask for help at your library or try "Fifth Disease and pregnancy" in your favourite search engine. Coming in a future issue Lots of questions and not enough answers about school noise and voice dysfunction. If you have complaints, please tell your school Joint Occupational Health & Safety Committee with a view to getting mitigation of noise and/or help such as a voice amplification system for yourself. Local presidents can call me for advice or to tell me success stories. Maureen L. MacDonald is a BCTF health and safety officer. To be added to the occupational health & safety e-mail list, contact pwilson@bctf.ca or wburgess@bctf.ca. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2014/09/tentative-agreement-yes-or-no.html,Staffroom Confidential: Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, September 16, 2014 Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Despite what I know was a herculean effort on the part of our bargaining team, I very much hope that BC teachers will vote no to the tentative agreement. After five weeks of strike, and twelve years of legal battles, this is not the deal that will restore sanity to public education and it is not a fair deal for teachers and students. Just as teachers in Saskatchewan rejected a deal to ensure a better outcome, I hope BC teachers will consider a no vote to let our team know we have to go back to the bargaining table. Class size, composition The agreement provided a modified LIF fund starting at $75 million per year and increasing to $85 by the last year. It is for teachers only, which will mean a slight improvement in Districts where sizeable portions were spent on Education Assistants or senior District staff rather than teachers. However, in an average size District like Victoria (20,000 students, 1,000 teachers), this will translate into about 5-10 more teachers. That is one for every five schools. To put it in comparison, Justice Griffin's judgement estimated the lost funding due to lost class size language at about $330 million in current dollars. (Read more here about the proposed Education Fund.) I heard so many teachers speak up about the need to ensure that we do not return to over-crowded classes when the strike ends. This agreement does very little to alleviate what is the most pressing issue. Throwing away the court victory The agreement provides a "reopener" in the event we win on appeal our class size language. What this means is that the language returns, but is not implemented until new language is negotiated. Without the actual implementation of the returned language, there will be very little incentive for the government to bargain it back. We would essentially be back in the very same position we are in today, with government trying to bargain it out and us trying to bargain it back in. In my opinion, even if we were legislated back to work we would be in a superior position. If we won the appeal the government would then be forced to implement the language. We are thus throwing away our historic court victory and the bargaining pressure it potentially creates. The reopener is really only mildly less offensive than E80. In both cases, we have to bargain back what was illegally taken from our contract and the government will probably never have to restore it. In fact, the "reopener" creates the perfect opportunity for government to lock us out to try and force us to agree to something far inferior. Throwing away the remedy for the last twelve years The agreement provides $105 million to compensate for grievances over-sized classes for the last twelve years. Using Justice Griffin's estimates, our loss is roughly $300 million times 12 = over $3 billion. I cannot fathom how $105 million is a fair compromise. The BCTF's original proposal to put this money back into the system was a more fair and productive approach. This agreement means we can no longer go to the courts for a fair remedy. Wages The agreement is very close to government's original offer. While I would be willing to accept this if the class size language was returned, teachers should not be taking such a significant monetary loss without the commensurate gain in working conditions. We have lost roughly 12% of our annual salary. We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut. Minimal improvements There are very minimal improvements in preparation time for elementary teachers (10 minutes per week), and TTOC daily rate. The TTOC daily rate change may depend on your grid placement. It could actually be a wage loss for long term TTOCs who are above category 5 and step 7. There is also $11 million in health and dental benefits. At 40,000 members, this is $275 each. Hardly worth consideration in the context of the rest of the agreement. What next? There are a variety of options if we vote no. We can continue the strike. We can choose to return to work and continue bargaining. We do not, and should not, accept an agreement that doesn't meet our needs and doesn't meet the needs of students and public education. When Saskatchewan teachers rejected the first deal which had 5.5% wage increases over four years, the second deal had 7.3% increases over four years. They have said this still isn't good enough. For us, our main issue is classroom conditions. We need to say this isn't good enough. The way to do that is to vote no. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 7:48 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 124 comments: Troy MooreSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:17 PM The EC recommendation states the open clause will be argued from restored language. However, selling our grievances for nothing as the 105 million is strike savings, is plenty of reason to vote no. Further, no composition caps, but a fund controlled by Superintendents is enough reason to vote no. Thursday I will vote no.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:06 PM Re-opener also says "education fund" in place until new language bargained, so old language can disappear forever.Delete Reply Mme RousseauSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:33 PM Government starved us to death hoping we'd vote yes to whatever deal they'd offer. Planned it from the start.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:07 PM We can sill choose (collectively) to return to work if we reject this deal. Many options.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:09 PM Great analysis, Tara! I think that returning to work would be a bad idea. This will frustrate parents more if they need to find new ways to deal with taking care fo kids. USe the money given to you by the other unions. I am a teacher who had to quit for stress over the terrible condition of work (split FI grade 4/5, several low LD kids with little support, one severe with no support, 2 gifted (no support), and a principal who expected me to teach 2 separate social studies AND science programs)Delete Reply Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:56 PM Good points by all but the gov't succeeded in starving my family out and completly breaking us. I will be voting YES and live to fight another dayReplyDelete Replies schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:21 PM 'Fight another day'? In the last twelve years that we have been pushing back against this government, never has the tide tide been so much with teachers, class size/composition, and public education - and never has the government been pushed back onto the ropes (especially with the call for binding arbitration). What 'other day' is being proposed that we wait for? Now is the time. Vote 'no' and give the BCTF bargaining team a renewed mandate to get a decent deal for students and teachers.Delete Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:10 PM "Another day" means to wake up and realize that 2more weeks means my family of 5 could lose our home. It means I will do all I can to recall Cc, Factbender, and other mla's, and maybe even having "a guy I know" have a chat with them. In year 1 of their reign, I don't believe they even know what "the ropes" are. I will vote YES ...for my family, and I can live with thatDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:12 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply Karen FergusonSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:03 PM Just a question: When the Saskatchewan teachers voted no, had they already been on strike for 5 weeks?ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM No. They are working with no contract. They are not on strike.Delete Shannon DavisSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:23 AM I am a Saskatchewan teacher. We are not on strike; we are currently in the conciliation process after voting "no" to 2 previous offersDelete Reply "Mama Rose"September 16, 2014 at 9:27 PM Can we truly return to work without agreeing and continue bargaining? When I suggested returning to work a few weeks ago, the answer was "being on strike puts pressure on the gov't and without pressure they have no reason to settle." And can you explain more how legislating us back would be better than agreeing to this deal? And finally, why would the BCTF executive put forward a deal that was not a good one?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:30 PM Because they need confirmation of the resolve of the membership to get something better. That is what a no vote does.Delete Reply Troylana MSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:28 PM some great points to ponder, tara......thinking thinking....ReplyDelete schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:43 PM If we vote 'no' to the tentative deal we still have options: We'd not have a contract. But we could... a) strike with full picket lines b) partially strike with phase 1 (work-to-rule) in schools c) partially strike with periodic/rotating job action d) continue negotiating e) return to work and re-escalate strike f) some/all of the above ReplyDelete Replies Caroline MackenzieSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:21 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:14 PM a) will expedite matters (I say less that 3 days)Delete Reply danabjornsonSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:05 PM I am thinking that a legislated, crappier contract would only be in effect for 2 years max (before elections...). If we take this offer, then we will be agreeing to this pseudo-E80. Should we win the court case (which we likely will), we will have to settle on the terms of the THIS negotiated contract which doesn't actually restore learning conditions; it simply allows for those conditions to be negotiated. If we say n, then we default to the 2002 contract, which DOES restore the language. A "yes" vote is saying that we are good on "crumbs"; a "no" vote is saying we want an actual meal. That's my understanding, anyway. Please correct me where I am wrong, Tara. :)ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:44 PM And word is IF they legislate, they could opt to legislate back Grade 10-12 only causing the union to have to lay off all teachers and re-hire based on seniority. That will tear the union at the seams pitting teacher against teacher for those positions. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:17 PM There will be a general strike if that were to happen! They better not do this. They will regret it.Delete Reply imaginefunlearningSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:09 PM Some good points on the background of our fight over the past 12 years, which I have been actively engaged in; however we need to recognize the climate we are in. We are not in Sask. people! We have just come through a very long summer!! We need to thank our @bctf bargaining team & recognize the toll this has taken on all of us & our families. I don't have the luxury of more time on the strike line. This may be as good as it gets. Let's read the agreement and consider getting back to work and making some $ again! That's my 2 cents worth, which would come in really handy right now!!!ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:18 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply RobSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:11 PM Go back in work to rule mode. Work this winter to recall every Liberal MLA. ThAt is the only way to apply pressure to these criminals. ReplyDelete Replies Kate RestonSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:03 PM Recall! Not sure who won the battle but the war is still onDelete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:14 AM Well said Kate... I agree 100%Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:20 PM I think say NO and a better deal will be done in less than 3 days. These guys are not criminals, they are lower than that. I bet they get a sick pleasure in hurting the kids and the teachers.Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:31 PM An official recall is in the works: https://www.facebook.com/groups/316129595235450/?fref=ts Please consider joining.Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:26 AM Leah - do you honestly think anyone who voted BC Liberal did so thinking that they would act any differently on the education file?Delete Reply JJSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:16 PM I am glad to see other members who share my views. I am outraged at a 1.2 percent "raise" in salary per year that doesn't even meet inflation of currently 2%. I feel used and abused.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:23 PM Not to mention all of the other pittance! I am actually surprised that Iker asked teachers to vote on this! Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:18 PM Hi Tara Thanks for the summary! Will we be able to vote NO to the deal, but vote YES to returning to work? Will there be three options when we vote Thursday? Why did the BCTF agree to a substandard deal for us? If we vote no to a deal that was recommended to us, the teachers look like the bad guys and public approval will plummet. I am very disappointed and frustratedReplyDelete Replies KataSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:12 AM Public approval will not necessarily plummet. I have seen strikes where the membership has voted against the executive's "best results to date", and ended up with a better offer. This offer is an insult. The $300 million will not bring funding to the national average (I believe). More importantly, the wage offer is half of the average wage increase for public and private workers (StatsCan). Delete Reply MontySeptember 16, 2014 at 10:19 PM Thank you, Tara. My thoughts too, more clearly expressed. As well, Thursday is too soon to vote, too soon to vote, too soon to vote........ReplyDelete Richard ChalkeSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:21 PM Vote no and lose every shred of public support...just sayin!ReplyDelete Replies UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:31 AM I am a member of the public and would support a "no" vote. js!.Delete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:01 AM Richard Chalke, NO you won't! I am a mother with 3 adopted special needs children who need to be in a class that is designed for them and others like them (my kids are academically slightly delayed but their issues are more social and behavioural) where they can receive the education they deserve taught in a way they can comprehend. I will speak now for all the parents I know, and we will support the teacher's if they continue to fight for our children's best interest.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:28 PM It might not be pretty at first, but once we explain things (and I hope the Mandarin-speaking teachers flood the Richmond organization that voiced their concerns), they will back us. The 3 billions that the judge came to is the first I hear about. This should be stated to every newsmedia comment section in the province. Minimize pickets and flood those outlets with commenters, just like the Liberals do. Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:45 PM I am a member of the public and a single Mother of a child in the public school system. You will NOT lose one bit of my support if you vote no. I know that you are sacrificing so that my child can have a better education, and I am most grateful for it. Having said that, I also know that you are exhausted and broke. I have been dreading that you may have to settle for less than what you (we) deserve because the government succeeded in breaking you. I am not in your shoes, so cannot judge. If the vote is a yes, I understand and I am still behind you. Delete Reply Alison RocheSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:25 PM It is a crap deal. It's always a crap deal. Once you raise the stakes to striking, anything else is a cave in. The last time we walked out was the 3 day illegal strike where I threw away 1200$ and got EXACTLY the same contract I had the year before. The BCTF called it a win because they didn't rip up MORE of my contract. Ridiculous. There are a few of us that believe that working to contract, doing 100% of your teaching job and nothing more (like paying for supplies out of your own pocket or EC) is the only way teachers will survive this government. What if they get re-elected again? Then what? Teachers have lost thousands to these clowns to make "statements" about the state of public education in this province. We can't keep sacrificing ourselves and our families. And in the meantime, you talk to parents about why you have to take this crappy road. Because up until this strike they mostly didn't care about the state of education, but god forbid you didn't run a Sports Day. Then suddenly they wanted to know what the hell was going on. Keep the conversation going in schools. Attend your PAC meetings and stop enabling this govt to underfund and overwork the system. And still get paid!ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:20 AM I am very excited at the prospect of returning to my beloved job on Friday. However I will NOT continue to put my personal money into my classroom and I will be seriously reconsidering my involvement in extra curriculars. I think we shoot ourselves in the foot with all the unpaid work we so willingly volunteer to do. Delete Reply FCSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:38 PM I heard a rumour last week from a loose lipped government insider that after the 22nd, depending on the outcome of the negotiations the Liberals were going to announce a 3 step process. I was not clear if this was based on 3 steps to resolve the strike (perhaps the 3rd step is legislation??) or 3 steps to overhaul the education system, either way, they will settle it outright. I wish you all luck and all the information that you need to make a sound decision of what you feel is best.ReplyDelete Replies Lisa BurrowsSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:53 PM I have heard similar rumours. On the 23rd, the gov. was planning on introducing a $6000 per year voucher system for 3 choices: an academic or trades program, or something called EducationCanada. Not clear whether their intention was to privatize the public system, de-certify teachers and hire them back under new wage/benefits. Not clear where these rumours originated from. Maybe fear tactics to get teachers to vote yes. In any event, I plan on voting yes. I signed up to be a teacher, not a martyr. This strike has cost us a lot. We need to regain our livelihood and hopefully continue the conversation about class composition. We have at least awakened many people to the issue, and the court case is still an avenue that could eventually improve teaching and learning conditions.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:33 PM I urge all teachers to fight and say NO to this deal. Retired teacher who had to retire because horrendous work conditions. Make me proud. They will not last long if you say NO! I know this is tough, but there is money and I hear that Van City does offer loan at low to 0 %. Banks do allow you to miss a mortgage payment. Go talki to your banker.Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM Will school districts require teachers to make up missed days, as suggested in the media? Will the school calendar be changing to make up for the missed three weeks and if so will we be made aware of those changes PRIOR to the vote? ReplyDelete KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:41 PM "Wages..... We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut." And that is the cost of going on strike!!! There is nothing that can be done about that. You cannot go on strike and put up the raise you want every week to compensate for your time on strike - it doesn't work that way.ReplyDelete Replies Drew StevensonSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:59 AM I believe the missing "..." Suggests that they meant to refer to the losses against inflation since the last wage step increase. Thus this contract does not allow us to recover the buying power lost to inflation since the last non contract or "0%" year. Add those up and compare against the proposed increase and you see that by the end of the contract, we won't be able to afford the same value of goods (loaves of bread, watts of energy, litres of gas) that we could at the end of the last contracts term. It was not a comment about wages that were lost in the strike. Those are really small potatoes when compared to the grinding power of inflation over years and years. The next contract will use this latest for a bench mark so these losses to inflation will grind at all teachers for as long as they teach. A death of a thousand cuts to our ability to afford basic goods and services. Any raise less than inflation is a cut to the value placed on us and on our ability to pay our bills. Delete Reply Ed SSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:09 PM Having lost $20,000 (including summer school wages) as the single income for a family of five is far too much; I will be voting YES to the deal, unless the independently wealthy teachers out there who wish to continue the strike will pay my bills and mortgage for me.ReplyDelete Replies Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:14 PM I feel ya. Yes for meDelete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:18 AM Ed S. With all due respect (and I mean that), how did you lose $20,000 in the strike? Teachers were out 2 weeks (all out) before they were supposed to be in June, and now 3 weeks for the start of school? It is my understanding that teachers don't get paid through the summer months. Please correct me if I'm wrong, wherever I'm wrong. Shouldn't you have been financially alright for the summer months at least? Also all teachers knew this strike had a possibility of extending into the new school year but no one teacher budgeted for this possibility? I'm truly just trying to get a clear picture of where this all stems. NO disrespect intended.Delete BlairSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:12 AM Kelly, not Ed but if you look at the numbers there was the 10% lockout haircut in May/June plus the loss of most of June and the loss of much of September. In our 1 teacher (1 non) household we calculated a $9 K - $10 K loss so far. If you add summer school earnings you can easily make the loss in the $20 k zone. As for budgeting, we budget for the summer, but did not expect the 10% haircut, nor the loss of June/Sept days which completely messed our budgeting calculations. A very good friend (single teaching mother) was crushed by the loss of the June income and is without a penny today.Delete Mr. SmoothSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:35 PM The only one who didn't get a haircut was Jim Iker... and he needs one more than anyone else. What's with that over-coiffed 70"s mullet Jim? Does wonders for the BCTF brand image!Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:55 PM Jim's hair is not open for discussion in a respectful space like this. As for his salary, he is a teacher who does not get paid when we are on strike.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:04 PM Totally agree!Delete Reply Mr. GSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:24 PM If I thought they could do any better I would agree with voting NO, but you have to be realistic. The BCTF does not use professionals to bargain and always ends up with much less than they promise the membership when asking for a strike vote. While this is not a great deal for teachers, I really think you're fooling yourself if you think it'll get any better.ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:02 AM BCTF needs to be replaced with younger more adept representatives and advocates. Also, we should be hiring professional contract negotiators - you don't go into battle with cut throat corporate types with a wooden knife. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:37 PM This is BAD deal! Say NO to it and show those (expletives) that we will not take it anymore! Come on! Show them that teachers have a spine! They will respect us, oddly!Delete Reply retaSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:51 PM I agree with Richard. Those in the public that are uniformed would be furious, and there are many teachers who just can't afford to use their wages as their voice any longer - too much has already been donated to the government. In my opinion, the deal is pretty lame. I am sitting on the fence.ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:24 AM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:26 AM So true!!! I cannot afford to fight this battle for public education any longer. Why is this my personal and professional obligation??? However I think this deal is weak weak weak. I also think its the best we are going to get. Ideologically I'm on the fence but my wallet will vote YES.Delete Reply SirThinksToo MuchSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:54 PM My wife and I will be voting "Yes" on Thursday for it is the middle path. The easy path would have been for us to go back to school with E-80 & E-81 over our heads. The difficult path would be for us to vote "No" and put our mortgage at risk and having to continue asking retired parents for handouts to feed a family with three kids. The middle path is the wisest choice for us considering the current political climate in which those who do not teach are the quickest to judge it harshly.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:41 PM I understand that this is really tough for you! I almost died teaching a few month ago. I had to quit. Please consider holding on and say no. Remember the short loss in salary will be offset in the LONG-RUn by better salary increase. This is a joke! They will be laughing at you even more if we accept this. This is a very bad deal! However, I do respect your position!Delete Reply DaleSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:16 AM Why would classroom conditions be better on October 9th after being legislated back? We have been outplayed because of our stubborn refusal to outdated, tired old tactics. It is because of these actions that have led us to this terrible deal. Time to reset, regroup and stock up for the long haul. Can't do it if half the members commit hara kiri on themselves. We are a union of professionals not a cult. ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:49 AM Could not agree more.Delete schreck!September 17, 2014 at 9:44 AM Could you please advise which tactics you believe could have been used to secure a superior deal?Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:47 AM Full disclosure: I'm a BC Liberal supporter. The only people who would benefit from a NO vote are the BC Liberals. Teachers would be bargaining with no leverage whatsoever and would be viewed by a large segment of the population as unreasonable. The BC Liberals then get portray themselves as the only party capable of dealing with the BCTF. schreck! says that the BCTF has the government on the ropes, but he couldn't be farther from the truth. The government wants people to view the BCTF as their primary opponent. Disputes like this just shore up the BC Liberal base and protect its right flank. Any half-baked recall campaign will only reinforce that. It's true teachers aren't going to recoup the lost wages from the strike. I would suggest to you that that means this job action was probably not in teachers' interests, especially without any sort of appreciable strike fund. This is the best deal teachers were ever going to get with this government and people should have been able to recognize that in June. If you want my advice (which you probably don't), it would be to spend the next 5 years building up a strike fund, electing better leaders, and hiring a professional negotiating team. Don't bring a knife to a gunfight and expect things to go well. Focus on getting the best deal you can from whoever the government is rather than trying to change the government, the HST, Kinder Morgan or a thousand different issues that distract from education and erode the union's finances further. You'd be doing yourself a favour, and probably doing the NDP a favour at the same time. Also, if schreck! is David Schreck, you can thank his opposition to STV for the last two BC Liberal majorities. I know I do.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:11 PM One step would be to stop making political contributions to the NDP. This only contributes to the childish animosity and lack of trust that has constantly characterized negotiations. How else can the Socreds/Liberals view teachers except as enemies when they so publicly support their opponents. This stupid confrontational immature approach has to STOP!!!!! Education should not be a political fight when it is so obviously a valuable benefit to our society. It was an NDP government that legislated teachers back to work in 1993. Stop making education a political fight.Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:10 PM I don't think they have to go that far. CUPE and the Nurses still contribute to the NDP yet they don't have the same acrimonious relationship. CUPE and the Nurses just make their members their priority, and broader advocacy second.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:55 PM Ryan (possibly a Liberal paid commenter), with all due respect, I disagree with you. The cumulative increase in lieu of this will be better. Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can. I say to Iker, ask for 6% over 3 years because these people love to play the 15% over 15 year game to make it so big on the surface. Some people think that this is 15% every year. Believe me! I have seen it in comment sections. Others believe that the 15% is too high not understanding that they must divide things over the duration of the contract. It is time that we play it smarter. It is time to put the foot down and ask for money given to us by other unions, if it is needed. Banks can accept one late mortgage payment. It would be suicidal for them to not help. Imagine the possible damage if that ever leaks out. They could lose a lot in teacher money. I for one would pull my money out of a bank in support! Teachers are going to show this government that we have a spine! Enough is enough! Aren't you tired of being treated like kids? (Retired teacher who almost died in a car accident because of work conditions that were horrendous. I had to quit.)Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 AM Not paid by the BC Liberals. I pay them actually... :/ I imagine astroturfers of any affiliation wouldn't disclose their bias. "Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can." How did that work in May 2013? If the teachers reject a contract that their own union endorsed, it will make teachers seem unreasonable. Whether that perception is true or fair is irrelevant. It's what will happen, and teachers will be weaker as a result. Take my advice. Build up a strike fund and focus on the internal governance of the BCTF for the next 6 years. You'll be better off for it. Or not. I don't mind you or others making it easier for the party I support to get elected. I'd just rather not see kids and teachers hurt in the process.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:37 AM Ah! The "don't-hurt-kids" card, hey, when you have underfunded education for 12 years! WOW! That takes the cake! Are your trolling? Oh! You are serious? :) Would you be surprised if I don't follow your advice, considering your lack of logic? Would you be surprised if others don't follow your advice? It is ttue that bullies like you and your ilks love to show who is the boss, who is the teacher now! I suspect that is at the root of the problem! No one wants to fail in school! No one wants to get the strap! Sad that today's teachers don't like it too! But, who cares, we are ... teachers! We deserve it! BAH! BAH! BAH!Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:22 PM That's fine. I look forward to another 16 years of BC Liberal government.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:41 PM 16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate! Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan! Sociopaths do that!Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 9:35 AM "16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate!" 16 years of our opponents still don't understand why they lost. Like I said, that's fine with me. If I said the Liberals would be in power for at least another 13 years back in 2004 you probably would have laughed too. Heck, if I told you on May 13 last year that the BC Liberals would be reelected on May 14 you'd probably have laughed too. And you were wrong. Why is that? Answer that question if you want the NDP to win the next election. Without a correct answer to it, the NDP's cause is hopeless. "Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan!" You feel they are flawed, and that's fine. I don't go around calling people who disagree with me sociopaths, nor do I accuse them of being paid shills. But I also don't feel much need to address your ad hominems. There are logical arguments to support your position, but argumentum ad hominem is not one of them. It's a textbook logical fallacy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 1:15 PM Ah! Now I get it! It is all ego-based! You think because you voted the winning party that you are a winner and we are losers! You think because you predicted that the Liberals would win, you are winner. That does not make YOU a winner or the Liberals! It is called DEMOGRAPHICS, you expletives. The baby boomers are getting old and because they have more assets and won't make a whole lot more for too long, they need to vote a govn't who is going to do just that! It is not rocket science! WOW! You think you are so superior when your party stole an election with 47% of the popular vote. That's not a majority and your party should not have been elected. BTW, did you delete from your ethical memory the words Ethnic voting scandal? The field is slanted and you know it. However, you are so willing to minimize, forget the scams and bad fairplay tactics like a sociopath is allowed to minimize or ignore his or victims emotions that you don't see that you are the loser, we are the victim of your constant bullying. 1% wage increases after years of 0% increases and you can justify that when Yahoo reports that the average Canadian can hope to get 2.5% this and next year: https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html You Liberals behave like fascists, but we can't call you that because that's not allowed! Well! Guess what? It is and you are. Live with it! You keep on dreaming you are a genius! :) I am retired, getting soon a nice pension, and laughing at you from a beach somewhere! AHAHA! Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 2:14 PM What's with the name calling Peter? For someone claiming to be retired you really don't show the wisdom of age. For someone who talks about logic, you use logical fallacies like ad hominems a lot too. It's a fair point that the BC Liberals didn't get a majority of the vote (and I'm a very big supporter of electoral reform). The BC Liberals + Conservatives did though, and I don't think it's realistic to expect the BC Conservatives to have been more generous had they been part of government. Last time I checked I just voted. I didn't "victimize" anyone. Perhaps your rage is misplaced. If you think the election was "stolen" I'm afraid I have to question your grasp on reality though. "Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?" I'm glad you'll have a pleasant retirement Peter. I have no ill will towards you. I'm not sure why you think I do. I'm not saying people were *right* to vote BC Liberal. That's a matter of opinion. All I'm saying is people *did* vote BC Liberal. More voted BC Liberal than BC NDP for the last 5 elections in a row actually. You need to understand why that happened in order to change it for the next election. Clearly you're not interested in that though. Which is fair enough. Just remember next time you're upset about something the BC Liberals do that your lack of interest is part of why the BC Liberals get elected at all.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 3:23 PM I love your culture --or the lack of thereof! Guess what, stop thinking averybody is white and must follow your little rules. Namecalling? Sociopath? Whaaaat? And, what if you are? Still can't call you that? :) You fascist right-wingers are big on censorship! I just don't like you giving us lessons on how to get the NDP in. As stated, people are voting right of the NDP because it is a matter of demographics and a little ethnic vote buying on the side. The rest is mumbo jombo. Yes, of course, they will have to go on strike in the future and yes they will have to build a strike fund. The Liberals stole that from the BCTF too! And, you wonder why I don't have any respect for them? Yes, electoral reform is needed! We agree!Delete Reply JJ GeorgeSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:46 AM As a parent, I support the teachers and respect whether they choose to vote yes or no. However I noticed a discrepancy here from other information I've read regarding prep time for elementary teachers. Here it states minimal improvement to prep time - only 10 minutes per week being added. Elsewhere I read that it is 100 minutes per week for prep, increasing by an additional 10 minutes in the final year. That is a significant difference, and worth noting. Or have I completely misunderstood?ReplyDelete Replies Anne-MarieSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:59 AM Elementary teachers currently have 90 minutes of preparation time per week so an increase to 100 minutes per week is only gaining 10 minutes. In other provinces and some private schools they have as much as 45 minutes of prep time per day.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:56 PM Thank you for inquiring!Delete DW ZSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:57 PM You're right JJ George. There is a significant difference around the province regarding preparation times. In my district elementary teachers currently get 100 minutes of prep time. This new proposal is useless to me. I'll have to wait 6 years to gain an extra 10 minutes. Delete Reply UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:11 AM Almost nobody gets cost of living adjustments. Also inflation is NOT 2%. Do some research and look at the CPI for BC over the last 24 months. The average over the last 2 years is 0.7%, not 2%. The CPI changes every month so you cant just look at the highest month and declare that THE inflation rate. Check out the 12 month averages document for the actual numbers. http://www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/StatisticsBySubject/Economy/ConsumerPriceIndex.aspx All that being said I support the teachers. if you think this is a bad deal as a parent my dream would be for the teachers to vote no but continue bargaining because I do think the kids need to be in school and I do fear that the teachers will lose all support if the strike continues. All I ask as a parent is that you do your own research and try not to be swayed by all the opinions. ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:01 AM Inflation for August was 2.1% (http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/economy/cpi-report-expected-to-reveal-rise-in-canadas-core-inflation-rate/article20593943/). The CPI is a year-over-year calculation.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:43 AM Inflation should be looked at as a yearly average, not an individual month.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:34 PM The lawyers do not believe we have compromised our court deal. Our leadership would not have sold us out. We dodged a bullet. The Premier had something loaded even if we are not sure what it was. The idea that we could simply return to work is not guaranteed. I think a no vote could easily lead to the Liberals locking us out again because the Premier wants to crush us and she will use any excuse. She did not want to take the advice of her people and do this deal. I am certain a plan for drastic action (where we have to take the concessions they had planned) or worse - was in place. We can't guarantee the press will do any better job explaining the complexities should we say no. They rarely sided with us in markets outside of Vancouver where people are more political and they often misled or allowed others to mislead. They are not helping and would sensationalize. This would see dissolution of support very quickly - especially if we asked for wages. (Though admittedly it angers me that we can't ask for wages without being accused of being greedy when that is what most bargaining units do). But we have argued this is about kids and while this is not ideal - it is better to have teachers than not. The deal does suck in that it does not bring us to par - but this fight needs to be won with a strategy that is political and capacity will do that in another round. We have some support - but it is limited to the choir. We need to have the pews too. We need to build that capacity while working and continue to find allies because the fight is bigger than most people want to consider. This is about ideology and about privatization. Education always was political but never more so than now and we have to fight this party or the conservatives who would do the same or worse. No teacher who is responsible can ignore the politics any longer. That is simply the truth. If you work in the system you better get informed and you better be prepared to fight until retirement for the system. That said, I want to ask the same question others are asking: Why is this the job of 42,000 teachers and not the job of all citizens who want equality to fight for this right? It is time (while the conversation is still on-going and up to and including election night) for us to guide the public where we can but mainly play our part by not propping the system up. Make poverty known. Make noise about shortfalls, ask questions (in the media or in board offices ) about who is going to fix it instead of paying ourselves, volunteer some but wait for the pubic to step up so they see what schools lack. I hate the deal too. But I trust Vince Ready and Iker and I don't think we could have done better right now. I think we dodged a bullet because I have read everything this government has put out and followed the trail. They plan to privatize and they are just looking for the route. Voting YES for now does not mean we are giving up. It does not mean a win in the way we wanted but we have won a battle that will lead to us winning the war. If we don't rest up and stock up we might not get there.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:57 PM Well, if it is bigger than just this battle, then we will need ALL the unions to strike if they do indeed use drastic (draconian) measures. I say it is time for ALL of the unions to call a general strike. I guarantee that they will not like that one bit. What will they do then? Call the army? :) People in Europe, at the end of the 19th century stood up in mines. General strikes do occur in Europe and have. If you think you had it tough, think of them who stood tall for US in tougher times and conditions. Make sacrifices. Sell furniture. Tutor on the side. Ask for the BCTF money. Ask your banker to help. As friends and relatives. If we say NO, it won't last long. If they legislate us back, let's call a general province-wide strike of all unions. Delete Reply Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:47 AM Between CC's smug smile as she celebrates slaughtered teachers and Jim Iker's goofy grin - seemingly unaware that he has been a willing puppet, I am thoroughly disgusted. Over the next 5 years, teachers will be in an increasingly bad situation financially, classrooms will continue to be too large and complex with increasing medical, social and environmental issues impacting academic delivery. It could not be less obvious that things will continue to worsen. The Liberals have ensured that BC is rapidly becoming the Canadian Monaco for rich off shore interests and wealthy corporations. Soon the underpaid "workers" will have to be bussed in daily to Vancouver - Asian style. The only recourse is to move to just about any other province and bring in up to $100,000 more over the six years with much less cost of living. So we are bailing, encouraged by friends who have gotten positions in Manitoba and Alberta. My colleagues and I discovered through contacting several school boards across Canada that specialist (special needs and behavioural) and secondary science teachers are in particular demand. I want to work in a professional, respectful environment where the needs of all children are considered a priority and where I feel inspired to do my best. However, I want my vote to reflect the wishes of teachers who will be here over the next 6 (5) years, so very much appreciate your blog and opportunity to read the comments.ReplyDelete Bert SlaterSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:11 AM To vote YES will throw away 12 years of effort, and 2 victories in BC Supreme Court. To vote YES will be to snatch defeat from the jaws of victory. If you vote YES what bargaining power do you think you will have - the government will do nothing, and then what do you think you will do - take job action? PLEASE VOTE NO.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:59 PM Time to show you have a spine!Delete Reply RodSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:06 AM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Cool HandSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 AM Wouldn't a 'No' vote be a vote of no confidence in the BCTF itself?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:02 AM Not at all. It is just a message to the leadership we need to do better. The strength of the union is the members, and we support the leadership by giving them direction through democratic means.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:40 PM I disagree. How else can a recommendation by the EC to vote yes be interpreted? Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:00 PM I am sure people will interpret this both ways, but it is a vote. If it is supposed to be a "Yes", because it might be interpreted one way, then why bother having a vote?Delete Kate TSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:07 AM Yes , it would be. I don't think we could come out much better than this with this government. How will a No obtain that? Christy will be happy, she can declare the BCTF gone and roll out her plan to privatize. Delete Reply David DeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:06 AM A no vote would be a rejection of a the court victories defied by the government and an inadequate deal containing some vague promises that won't meet the needs of teachers or students on class size and other important issues.In Ontario elementary teachers get 200 minutes of prep time per 5 day cycle. I know there is financial hardship, but the union has received close to $2 million in donations from other unions; is there no way of accessing hardship funds? At minimum, vote no and return to work on work to rule with various strike options.ReplyDelete Erica JonesSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:25 AM This article actually makes me so mad. It is NOT better for the kids that they have missed almost all of june and all of september. This is what you signed up for in BC as a teacher. Get on board or GET OUT.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:20 PM Is this really what teachers signed up for? At my high school, each class has about 30 kids, with an average of 17 kids per classroom with an identified learning disability. Our district says that there should be no more than 4 kids per classroom.. How do you expect non-specialist teachers to help each student when over half of them require more resources because of a learning disability? Furthermore, are you generalizing the "better-ness" to all the kids in BC? Because I don't think that it would be better if kids went back considering the learning environment isn't up to par. There are barely any Education Assistants, and support teachers for the multitude of children who need them. While I recognize and appreciate your enthusiasm for education, please realize that the public school system isn't a daycare. Also, please think about your words and the learning environment prior to speaking out. By the way, we're not an autocracy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:08 PM I can understand your frustration! Understand mine! I almost died at 7:30 pm one night returning from teaching a FI split class with several students who did not get enough support or no support at all. The principal expressed to me that he expected me to teach 2 different social studies programs and 2 different science programs. ANYONE I talked to knows that this is impossible to do, especially in French Immersion when kids get no support at home and books are often too hard for students to read. I had to quit my job. I did it for me and did it for the kids. I was like a surgeon who is asked to operate on 5 patients with an old scalpel with 2 inexperienced nurses. Predictably, 4 patients would die and I would be reprimanded! Teachers are put in terrible conditions and kids too. I hope you have the openmind to consider the reality of this honest personal anecdote. I also wish you to understand that this is likely not an isolated incident. What will it take? A kid to commit suicide because he or she is not getitng enough support?Delete Reply hilarySeptember 17, 2014 at 10:29 AM It is incorrect to equate lost funding with what the teachers would have received in grievances. The two are not equivalent. The starting position of the BCTF was $225M, so they never expected $3B to resolve grievances. I'm also interested to know where you get your figures on overcrowded classrooms. A recent Globe and Mail article says that classrooms are, on average, smaller than the caps set in 2002.ReplyDelete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:36 AM The signing bonus should be roughly $2500 each: 105 million divided by 41 thousand.ReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:53 AM It is not that simple. The $105 million is to be allocated by the union. The term "signing bonus" has been crossed off on the signed document. Some of that money may be used to pay union debts. Don't know this but clarification would be useful.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:16 PM Just quoting from the CBC news website, "And finally there are details of $105-million fund to settle grievances stemming from the ongoing court case. The BCTF says that money will be given out as a signing bonus, with specific amount yet to be determined."Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:34 AM I think it would be smart to put at least part of it into your strike fund.Delete Reply WheelsSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:55 AM If the money is used as a signing bonus, it should be based on FTEReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:12 PM Yes I am sure it will be based on FTE. The question is how much of the $105 Million is actually distributed. This is up to the union, and I am told that it is yet to be decided.Delete GuruSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:44 PM And don't forget all the retired teachers who are entitled to a share of it.Delete Reply Geoff OrmeSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:18 PM In another discussion of this someone suggested that under BC Labour Law a no vote means rejection of the proposed deal, and that means the strike continues until either: - the union in question elects to stand down - another tentative deal is presented or - the government imposes a legislated contract. I think the last of these is the most likely, and I believe the legislated contract would be draconian and brutal. What do you think, Tara? Also, I would appreciate your thoughts on Sandy Garossino's comments at https://storify.com/Garossino/should-teachers-accept-the-contractReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:14 PM If this is so, in a few month (likely a couple of years), teachers will win so much more with a Supreme Court judgment! It is possible that the Liberals know that the higher courts are stacked by Liberal judges (that is what happen when judges are chosen, not elected). In any case, a negative settlement (or not a great judgment) will galvinize the public to reform the way the Supreme court judges are being chosen. I doubt that any govn't will want that to happen. A legislated contract will make the LIbs look like sociopaths and dictators.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:47 PM Peter I think you are expecting far too much from the public, many of whom are only paying attention to this matter due to kids being home from school. The public are not remotely this savvy on the political process.Delete Reply IslanderSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:09 PM I am a continuing education teacher. We have it even worse and we are not listened to enough about our poor conditions. Those include no prep time (and we do have to mark and do report cards many times a year sometimes and commonly for 30 students in a class), travelling to different schools with no compensation, and having next to no breaks in between 3 hour classes. I worked for two years with no lunch break and taught 6 hours straight (just 15 min. breaks) to be told, "don't complain since there are others who will do it". We then got 15 min. breaks in between classes. Most of our students are wealthy immigrants, many who try to stay in classes as long as possible since the classes are free. After spending a year in Germany, I realize how better organized it is where the immigrants pay to learn the language on a sliding scale, and have to pay for a student book as well for each class. We do not even have text books, but photocopy so much at tax payers' expense. This is not right. I then teach summer school since we were not on a 12 month continual salary and most of those students are also immigrants (at least 75%). This is also free and it is becoming so common and the new immigrants know this is free babysitting and tutoring. I think one main problem is that we have so many new immigrants in our classes who need ESL like this article states about our inclusion style of education nowadays: http://www.vancouversun.com/life/Shelley+Fralic+trouble+with+schools/10203596/story.html I am honored to be teaching and like my job, but it does get exhausting especially since I need two or three jobs to pay the mortgage that I now no longer have.. back to renting since it all I can afford in this city that has become so expensive. And many don't realize that it is very very difficult to get to full time work as a teacher here. There was a formula that made it take about 10 years to get to f/t (now finally changed). I have been without pay for 3 months, and now had to finally rent a place in anticipation of returning to work, so I have to vote "yes", but please keep the comments coming for what alternatives we have. Maybe we have to just educate the public in a better way than picketing; maybe get out and walk around malls and talk to people and hand out pamphlets on how this liberal government is hurting this. Most Asians (probably just the new who are from such a different system) are already against the teachers since they do not seem to understand what is going on. http://www.vancouversun.com/Business/asia-pacific/Chuck+Chiang+Many+Asian+families+place+blame/10202757/story.htmlReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:17 PM First of all, myn thoughts are with you! I think your ideas about using different strategies is smart. Picketing is not a very good strategy to let people know about things. I think using the membership to flood media comment sections would be more effective. Going to talk to the public might be a good idea along with this, I think. Phone the BCTF and ask for support.Delete Reply Marsha HolleySeptember 17, 2014 at 1:36 PM A teachers wife Vote no you have come to far to back down. It is a -----Y DEAL. ReplyDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:45 PM Ask yourself WHY teachers cannot get 1/2 of the average increase in salary of the private sector? (The Libs will tell you because there are sooooooo many teachers, but I also hear that there are provinces where there is a need for teachers!) TORONTO - A new study says that Canadians, on average, can expect about the same size salary increase next year as in 2014. Human resources consultants Pal Benefits says a survey of 401 organizations, mainly in Ontario, Alberta and British Columbia, projected salary increase for 2015 at an average of 2.79 per cent. That was almost unchanged from the 2.74 per cent average increase projected in last year's survey. Meanwhile, in addition to the average salary increase remaining relatively steady year over year, the survey found that the percentage of employers who plan to freeze salaries appears to have stabilized at eight per cent —in the same percentages as was projected in 2014. Breaking down the numbers further, the survey found the average salary increase anticipated in the engineering, financial services and high technology sectors was three per cent. That compared with an average of 2.5 per cent on the low end for organizations in durable manufacturing. https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.htmlReplyDelete "Mama Rose"September 17, 2014 at 9:12 PM I used to agree with you, Tara, and appreciate you bringing these items to your blog to get us all thinking. But after a very long night and day of research and discussion, I realize I will be voting yes tomorrow. Here is why: I don't care about salary or benefit increases. That is not why I went on strike. I don't care if this tentative deal is not good for teachers. That's not why I went on strike either. For me, the single most important issue is class size and composition. I want to work in a classroom where I have enough time and resources available to me to adequately help all the students I teach. And while it is true that this tentative deal will not change anything in the classrooms right now (or at least most of our classrooms), I realized that we couldn't actually make changes in that area because the issues of cs and c is before the courts. When I made that connection and realized that this round of bargaining was really about a "good enough" agreement regarding wages, then the deal seems, well... good enough. BUT, the best part, is the language the BCTF legal team made around the furture court decision (the re-opener). They have it in writing that if we win the court case (which is likely) and when we have to start bargaining class size and comp again (that is exactly what Justice Susan Griffin said we would have to do) we will be STARTING from the 2002 levels. To make this simple to understand, I explained it to my friends using a number line. With this new language, the BCTF starts the next round of bargaining at say a 50. The government will want us to go to 10 or 15, and we'll compromise and end up maybe 25. But WITHOUT that language, we would have started bargaining at a 10 and only gone down from there. So I do believe it is the best deal possible, it still factors in the biggest issue (from my perspective), we do not lose the important gains of the past, and most importantly, everyone gets to go back to school.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 PM Mam Rose, I appreciate your point of view and your courage. However, let me point out to you and the readers that a decision at the BC supreme court might not turn out the way teachers anticipate. We all know that judges are appointed and who does the appointing? "All justices of the BCSC (including the position of Chief Justice and Associate Chief Justice) are appointed by the federal cabinet, on recommendation of the Minister of Justice. Masters are appointed by the provincial cabinet, on recommendation of the Attorney General in consultation with the Chief Justice." (Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Supreme_Court_of_British_Columbia) Now, I would like to think that all of those people are objective, but they are appointed and we know that there are political appointments. They have a lot of discretion over the laws and judgments. I am willing to bet that the BC Liberals do know this and are betitng the farm (or do they know something we don't know) that the Supreme Courts are stacked against teachers? So, I am not sure if we can count on a WIN if we proceed with the court ruling. I think we would be better to negotiate and negotiate a better deal.Delete Reply retaSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:57 AM Yes...no...yes...no...The last two days have been this. I’ve read so many articles and comments over the past few months and, I can say, I have learned a lot. I know this is not a great deal for teachers right now. I will be voting yes. This is why… 1. The children. Without going into the multiple issues (e.g., grad, post secondary, trades, sports, global education/trips, planned activities, those with varying degrees of special needs, those that need a soft place to land, etc., etc.) the children need to get on with their education. 2. The parents. For many parents, this strike is a financial burden. We do not like to be called baby sitters, but for many living below the poverty line, school is a financial relief. Winter is coming; gas bills will be expensive. 3. Poverty. Remember, BC has the highest child poverty rate in Canada. Schools feed and clothe numerous children. 4. The other systems educators work collaboratively with. MFCD, CYMH, foster parents, group homes, and the multitude of non-profit agencies that support vulnerable children and families are bursting at the seams. We are a part of that team. 5. CUPE. While some have been paid during this strike, that money is coming from districts. It was not provided by the government. And, CUPE is a partner in education - from the bus drivers to the tech dept to custodians to secretaries to EAs and so on. 6. Small Businesses. In our little towns, the school district is the number one employer. There is a direct cause-effect relationship between loss of wage and loss of business. 7. Money. The amount of money that is needed to reverse the erosion of the public education system over numerous years cannot be recouped in one sitting. This agreement is a start. It’s not much but the stage has been set. 8. THE COURT CASE. That is why we were on strike. All the other stuff could have been resolved months ago, but our government was working hard to make the court case go away. Well, it still exists. I consider that the victory. We live to fight another day (as rhetorical as that sounds) AND I hope people actually read the ruling and think critically about how a loss could impact the future of the Charter of Rights, and the power of government to contravene those rights. I am guessing we will vote to ratify as so many fear “what’s next?” from this government. It’s nasty business, and I think legislation would be next. VALUING PUBLIC EDUCATION needs to come from a STRONG, CONSISTENT public voice. If we do ratify the agreement, and those in the profession and public think we've given up, we have not. We’ve been fighting for years. We just haven’t been heard… until now. ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:21 AM I understand your point of view, but sometimes you have to fight to get what you want. This is a VERY bad deal, considering: Other people get on average 2.5% salary increases last year and this year and the next and the rest of us get 1% and must feel happy if we do.? (https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html) THIS DEAL is a horrendously BAD deal for kids/parents as well, of course. We are going to continue to be humiliated and be the laughing stock of many people of this province. After a decade of paycuts, WOW, this is what they are willing to offer! WOW! WOW! WOW!Delete Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:30 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Reply Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:37 PM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:08 PM Let's cross our fingers! I think we need a general strike by all unions if CC legislates teachers back. It is time to put the foot down and tell her and the Liberals that, as in the movie Network,"I am mad as hell and I won't take it anymore!"Delete Reply Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 8:26 PM Needs help on some stats for an online debate Looking for the last 10 or 15 years of contractual salary increases in %. So, 1% for 2001, 0% for 2002,...ReplyDelete Children FirstSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:00 PM Well it's all done now. Really hope the teacher's can find another angle to deal with class size and composition as well as student funding. The government will make sure the coming court case never swings your way no matter what. 2nd most expensive place to live in the the world!!! Wonder why and where the money goes??? ReplyDelete AnonSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 PM I'm an outsider, but have followed closely this whole fiasco and this is a RAW deal. Your union hung you out to dry on this one - taking a really bad deal (clearly no one from the BCTF had rudimentary math skills in their toolbox) and then publicly encouraging to the media that teachers accept the deal....what choice did you have - a no vote would have outraged the public. I could go on and on, but the bottom line, in my opinion, is that your union better get some stronger leaders who are PR and technology savvy. Out with Iker and the rest of those who bargained on your behalf - they just got ......well , we know that happened. Whew, can't even believe how screwed you got, absolutely amazing - nothing meaningful gained in the big picture and only very minor gains for a small group of people, bigger losses for the majority.. Wow - I better stop now. Best of luck. Thanks for all you do for our children. ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ▼  September (9) Reflections on the BC Teacher Strike BC Teacher strike - Lessons learned Response to Sandy Garossino Will the Education Fund improve classroom conditio... Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Class composition: a human rights perspective Class size and composition - a short visual histor... Guest post - I WILL HOLD THE LINE Teachers - let your leadership know it is time to ... ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=15174,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2008 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 20, Number 5, March 2008 Equity and inclusion BCTF Public education conference By Moira Mackenzie "Inclusive education is concerned with the quest for equity, social justice, and participation. It is about the removal of all forms of barriers of discrimination and oppression and it is about the well-being of all learners." – Professor Len Barton, Institute of Education, University of London Guided by the vision of a truly inclusive and equitable public education system, the BCTF brought together over 350 people at a public education conference, "Equity and Inclusion," on January 25 and 26, 2008. Teachers, parents, school support staff, student teachers, MLAs, trustees, representatives of education partner groups, and representatives of special-needs advocacy groups came together to examine the challenges, opportunities, and solutions in realizing equity and inclusion in our public schools. The conference opened with a moving performance by the Simon Fraser Peace Choir—elementary students under the direction of teacher Marisa Orth-Pallavicini. The young children’s excitement was contagious and the powerful messages in their songs set the stage for respectful collaboration, and the conference was off to a very good start. Shelly Johnson, social worker, researcher, and doctoral education student provided the traditional welcome. In her remarks, she reminded delegates of the special challenges faced by the thousands of children in foster care and the need to keep their plight in mind when talking about inclusion. The two keynote speakers, retired School Superintendent Doug Player and retired teacher leader Kit Krieger, both from West Vancouver, spoke of being on different sides of many arguments in their careers, but always standing together in their deep commitment to quality, inclusive public education. In a spirited address, Player spoke about the way in which increasing centralization, over-spending on administration, wrong-headed accountability plans, and a focus on narrow achievement measures were robbing schools of the ability to be truly inclusive. While he used the opportunity to provide specific advice to each education stakeholder group, he reminded all that the most important role for schools is to make every child feel significant every day. In a thought-provoking address, Kit Krieger called on the participants to reflect on the principles and values of public education and the remarkable success of BC’s school system. He went on to point out the ways in which current education policies and funding decisions undermine those values and principles, and as a result work against equity and inclusion. His conclusion was vested in the hope that all parties will try to come together to ensure a strong public education system that will lead to a cohesive, democratic society. Once the keynote speakers concluded, it was the participants’ turn to talk. Students from North Delta Secondary School ably facilitated lively group discussion at tables around the room. Their teacher, Alice McQuade, told the conference that although the Federation had requested 36 student facilitators, many more signed up to attend and on a Friday evening at that! The lively dialogue between conference delegates carried on during the social later in the evening, where the Vancouver Technical Secondary School Jazz Combo under the direction of their teacher, Mark Reid, provided wonderful musical entertainment for the delegates. The panelists from the Langley Special Education Inquiry presented their report to the plenary session the following morning. Mike Suddaby, Shirley McBride, and Nadene Guiltner reviewed their comprehensive report and recommendations, stressing that, although they studied special education conditions in one district, they believe their conclusions are relevant throughout BC. They spoke of the tremendous challenges teachers and parents face in trying to ensure that students with special needs have the conditions they need in order to succeed and faced the underfunding, inequity, and barriers to inclusion head on. Through a wide range of workshop choices, the Federation provided opportunities for participants to learn more about many aspects of inclusion and equity. Issues such as poverty and homelessness, homophobia and gender discrimination, were addressed. Funding, policy decisions, historical perspectives, legal rulings, and contract implications were examined. Approaches such as universal design, understanding challenging behaviour, and joint parent-teacher advocacy were presented. The Federation was fortunate to be able to draw on so many talented and knowledgeable presenters. The workshop sessions were followed by another opportunity for dialogue, but this time the atmosphere was quite different. The lights were dimmed, candles were on the tables and the songs of Edith Piaf were playing in the plenary ballroom as everyone joined in the World Café, an effective and unique process for collaborative dialogue. Structured questions guided the discussion and participants changed groups a number of times in the course of the session, building on the perspectives of others and sharing new ideas. Discussion on the last question, "If there were a single voice in the room, what might it be saying?" underscored the tremendous unity among participants. The conference wrapped up with closing speaker, Kristina Scott, a graduate from the Langley school system. In a very moving address, Kristina spoke of the challenges she faced in secondary school and the support and learning conditions that made a difference for her. She ended by reminding everyone that, although the cost of providing students with the support they need is high, the cost of not doing so is far higher. While the conference provided a dynamic provincial forum for the issues, the best possible outcome will be that coalition building on behalf of all students and equitable, inclusive public schools carries on at the community level. Go to bctf.ca/publicedconference2008.aspx or www.tinyurl.com/28u4m9 for the webcasts of the conference plenary sessions. Go to bctf.ca/IssuesInEducation.aspx?id=14812 (or www.tinyurl.com/2gmrx8) for more information about the Langley Special Education Inquiry. Moira Mackenzie is director of the BCTF’s Communications and Campaigns Division. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141007,www.huffingtonpost.com,http://www.huffingtonpost.com/food/huffpost.food,Something's Gone Terribly Wrong Oh, Noes! A 404! Tweet Feel free to continue to the Huffington Post » or)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20140925,www.familiesfundingteachers.ca,http://www.familiesfundingteachers.ca/wp-includes/Text/Diff/Engine/?C=N;O=D,Index of /wp-includes/Text/Diff/Engine Index of /wp-includes/Text/Diff/Engine Name Last modified Size Description Parent Directory   -   xdiff.php 29-Aug-2014 12:50 2.2K   string.php 29-Aug-2014 12:50 8.2K   shell.php 29-Aug-2014 12:50 5.0K   native.php 29-Aug-2014 12:50 15K   Apache/2.2.16 (Debian) Server at www.familiesfundingteachers.ca Port 80)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/r/collect,Object moved Object moved to here.)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media jthornthwaite last tweet "MLA @douglas_horne thanking @colemancountry for his work w/ housing for BC @LindaReimerMLA @bcliberals http://t.co/zR6bdVGcRI" @jthornthwaite - 02:03am Follow @jthornthwaite BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13824,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > April 1998 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 10, Number 6, April 1998 Native elders offer gift of understanding by Bob Waldon “This isn't the end of the earth, but you can see the edge from here.” Kay Kennedy's humorous comment on the isolation North Islanders feel set the tone for the Pro-D workshop February 20, 1998, at North Island Secondary School, in Port McNeill. Kennedy is vice-president of the Vancouver Island North Teachers' Association (VINTA). During the three intervals in the day's program, when the crowd was together in the gym, singers and drummers offered a song of welcome, a prayer of thanksgiving for the food, a gift-giving song, and a song of farewell. Organizers Flora Cook, First Nations principal for School District 85, and Ron Girard, PD chairperson for VINTA, divided the program into nine venues. Almost all the presenters were Kwakwaka' wakw (Kwa'gul) people. Several of them were well-practised speakers and instructors, several were elders who comfortably enfolded their audience as they would a group of their grandchildren. And several were, as one put it, "quaking in our boots" with the daunting prospect of presenting to an audience of teachers. The subjects ranged from how to integrate First Nations culture into the “regular” classroom, to traditional medicines. In keeping with their cultural traditions, the presenters tended less to be lecturers up at the front than discussion leaders and demonstrators. Some arranged their listeners in a traditional circle rather than peer down the rows of chairs in the classrooms. In the workshop on the elements of design in Kwakwaka'wakw art, audience members were soon at the board giving presenter Doug Cranmer their own interpretations. In the session on cedar-bark uses, Donna Cranmer moved from table to table, untangling shreds of cedar bark for would-be weavers discovering the true meaning of “all thumbs.” In her class on traditional medicines, Christine Joseph had everyone sniffing her collection of leaves, birds, roots, and salves while she kept up a humorous line of commentary on her experiences as a healer. Marion Wright contemporized a fashion lineup by draping members of her audience in bright-buttoned red-and-black ceremonial robes, with aprons and headgear to match. VINTA organizers offered 13 different workshops on First Nations cultural skills and traditions. Lunch time gave delegates a taste of native culture. Twenty-seven different foods, the more mysterious ones thoughtfully labelled, were heaped onto the serving tables. Among the choices were a'ant, herring roe, and tsamdak, smoked oolichan. Either gives a fish-flavour kick not soon forgotten, especially if you've the courage to dip them in t'll'na, the powerfully aromatic "grease" rendered from well-fermented oolichans, currently retailing for $110 a litre. Smoked salmon, fish loaves, roast venison, homemade breads, and boiled crab were there for the moderately adventuresome, as were salads, pasta dishes, and other staples of the banquet circuit for the determinedly conservative palates. A quick "roving reporter" survey of the long lunch-time lineup provided a vignette of responses. Stella Bates, of Port Hardy, was surprised at the size of the crowd "and the great mix of teachers" in attendance. Her colleague, Christina MacDonald, said, “Wonderful! I didn't realize teachers have so much to learn about First Nations traditions.” Elizabeth Pennell, of the Ministry of Education, said the workshop she attended was "a powerful exponential sharing." Veryam Wolsak, of Port Hardy Secondary School, gave a one-word summation of her workshop: “Fantastic!” Several other respondents said they were veterans of other intercultural workshops and seminars and had been braced lest someone lay "a big guilt trip on us." They were evidently relieved that none of the presenters, while they might have talked about their difficulties with residential schools, didn't relay their unhappy memories as accusations. The final event of the afternoon session underscored the First Nations presence. Delegates had started looking at their watches and planning quick exits on hearing there'd be a closing ceremony. A song of farewell was offered, which First Nations members of the audience were invited to join. Then original prints of “Raven's Tale,” created especially for the event, signed, and numbered by 'Namgis artist William Wasden, were given to the presenters and the guest speakers. Then, to the obvious pleasure and surprise of the audience members, every one of them received a print. It is a 400-run, three-colour, 18" x 22" collector's item, a valuable possession, and a unique memento of an extraordinary day. Flora Cook later explained that gift-giving is central to coastal native culture. It was an essential component of the famous potlatch, where, in bygone times, wealthy chiefs would stage days of impressive ceremonies and give away piles of gifts. A potlatch celebrated family events and put social and political contracts on public record. In a society that did not have a written language, eyewitnesses were essential, and lavish gift-giving was a way of paying them to come, to see, and to remember the details of obligations paid off or undertaken. The last word went to Ron Girard who, as Pro-D organizers countrywide must do, was helping to lug tables and chairs out of the gym after the crowd had trooped off to the parking lot trying to keep their valuable prints from the rain. “It was a fabulous turnout. There were close to 300 people here, lots of parents and Down-Island people. We couldn't be more pleased.” What more can you ask for a Pro-D day held near the edge of the earth? Bob Waldon is a freelance writer in Alert Bay, B.C. Come into my longhouse “Be brave, come into my longhouse. Make sure that we build a world that is ready for everyone. Wendy Grant-John spoke these words during her keynote address. She has served three terms as chief of the Musqueam First Nation in Tsawwassen, and was the first woman elected vice-chief of the Assembly of First Nations. She has been one of Canada's commissioners on the Pacific Salmon Commission, a member of the board of the Canadian Lands Company, and a member of the board of the Royal British Columbia Museum. As a businesswoman, she has served as president of Musqueam Holdings Inc., the band-owned parent company of Celtic Shipyards. “You cannot build a longhouse alone. By the nature of the materials, it has to be done with many hands, strong hands, to raise the massive beams and planks. As parents and educators, we must act together to make room in the longhouse of education for all children. “I still have a fear of teachers. Even though I've spoken with prime ministers, sat with queens, and can speak to crowds with serenity, my early experience in school was so profound that I still come here in awe and fear of teachers. I still shake when I come into a school. “This is dangerous. We must not let this be the effect of schools and educators on aboriginal students. They need your assistance. I, as a parent, need your assistance to make sure that each and every child is given a chance.” Wendy Grant-John went on to present a highly informative and compelling workshop on the roles of aboriginal women in traditional contemporary society. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/BargainingAndContracts.aspx?id=34267,BCTF > Teacher voices  	Bargaining and contracts  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers Aboriginal Education  Bargaining & Collective Agreements  Français  Health & Safety  New Teachers  Opportunities for Members  Pensions Professional Development  Professional Rights & Responsibility  Provincial Specialist Associations  Salary & Benefits  Teachers Teaching On Call  Teaching Resources  For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Bargaining and Collective Agreements > Teacher Voices Mr. Marchbank, Mr. Cameron, and Mr. Roberts,  I am a secondary teacher trained in Special Education who has been working in all high schools around Vancouver for two years. While there are many dedicated, very professional teachers and support staff for our students, those with various levels of disabilities (and especially students with more profound mental health challenges) experience increasing levels of extreme stress, anxiety, and some suicidal ideation for which there are not enough, or NO supports. This could be in violation of the Convention on the Rights of the Child (UN Treaty), and in any case, is not up to the standard we can and should provide for all youth.  In speaking with some BC social workers recently, I learned that their challenges with supporting and helping these same youths have deteriorated drastically over the last 10 years... to the same breaking point.  We believe that this government, and this province CAN and MUST meet their needs by providing strong, sustained supports through their adolescent years so that they can be successful in academics and life.  BSPSEA has the means and the ability to help ALL these students by better providing for school supports; it is essential that you be accountable for these fundamentally necessary responsibilities.  Find ways to fully fund the required mechanisms, staffing and supports --- these would sustain our youth, rather than accelerate this current systemic decline.  I look forward to your productive, progressive, quick work towards a just and reasonable resolution to this very important learning and life issue for our youth.   Regards, Kari Hewett, teacher Vancouver   About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=30395,BCTF News Releases  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources   For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development News Release Archives 2014  2013  2012    2011 2010  2009  2008 2007  2006  Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2013 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  June 25, 2013 Teachers disappointed government orders employer to leave bargaining table Representatives of the BC Teachers’ Federation were disappointed, but not surprised, to learn yesterday that Education Minister Peter Fassbender has directed representatives of the BC Public School Employers’ Association to break off negotiations and leave the bargaining table. For the past month, the BCTF has been urging BCPSEA to stay at the table. However, late last evening Fassbender wrote to BCTF President Susan Lambert and President-elect Jim Iker officially confirming the appointment of Peter Cameron as government’s negotiator instead of BCPSEA, and asking the BCTF to meet with government, the employer, the trustees, and Cameron.  “This is a disappointing development because it puts an end to a respectful and constructive round of talks,” said BCTF President Susan Lambert. “Minister Fassbender knows that government representatives have been at the table since February, and they have not tabled any proposals towards a 10-year contract.” Lambert noted that after five months of respectful negotiations the parties have signed off on some positive changes, including a new process for expedited arbitration which will save both parties time and money. This agreement could see costs associated with arbitrations reduced by up to 70%.   Lambert said: “Teachers, more than anyone, would welcome long-term labour stability in public education. But you cannot achieve labour peace by interfering in a constructive process and locking in current problems for another decade.” She said the factors that would bring long-term stability to our schools are: increased investment in public education to create smaller classes, provide better support to students, especially those with special needs, and a fair and reasonable salary increase for teachers. -  30  - For more information, contact Nancy Knickerbocker, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell). Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141007,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/bctf/status/506217327948349440?screen_name=bctf&screen_name=bctf&id=506217327948349440&id=506217327948349440,BCTF on Twitter: "#bced teachers are willing to compromise to get deal done, but government must be as well. Time for @christyclarkbc to meet with Jim Iker" Twitter Search query Search Twitter Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Language: English Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Have an account? Sign in New to Twitter? Join Today » Sign In Phone, email or username Password Sign in Remember me Forgot password? Already using Twitter via text message? Follow Following Unfollow Blocked Unblock Pending Cancel BCTF ‏ @bctf Aug 31 #bced teachers are willing to compromise to get deal done, but government must be as well. Time for @christyclarkbc to meet with Jim Iker Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Retweets 76 Favorites 27 4:09 PM - 31 Aug 2014 David Schreck ‏ @StrategicThghts Aug 31 @bctf What was the $150M that #bctf took off table? Is that sum over 5 yrs? What was it that was costed at $150M #bced #bcpoli Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Carm ‏ @Carm1238 Aug 31 @bctf @christyclarkbc She wont make the time because she doesn't care. Making $ off teacher's backs is more important that supporting kids Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Rick G. ‏ @Nausicafan Aug 31 @bctf @Krista_S @christyclarkbc Time for Christy Clark to resign.. couldnt run a pay toilet properly. Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Talk the Walk ‏ @Inner_Voice2010 Aug 31 @bctf @christyclarkbc #bced should have told Ready that when you had the chance. Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Don’t miss any updates from BCTF © 2014 Twitter About Help Ads info Close Flag this media This has already been marked as containing sensitive content. Flag this as containing potentially illegal content. Submit Cancel Learn more about flagging media Dismiss Close Previous Next Close Go to a person's profile Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Close Retweet this to your followers? Cancel Retweet Close Are you sure you want to delete this Tweet? Cancel Delete Close Block Cancel Block Add a location to your Tweets When you tweet with a location, Twitter stores that location. You can switch location on/off before each Tweet and always have the option to delete your location history. Learn more Turn location on Not now Turn off location Close Profile summary Close Your lists Close Create a new list List name Description Under 100 characters, optional Privacy Public · Anyone can follow this list Private · Only you can access this list Save list Close Close Embed this Tweet Add this Tweet to your website by copying the code below. Learn more Hmm, there was a problem reaching the server. Try again? Include parent Tweet Include media Preview Close Sign up for Twitter Not on Twitter? Sign up, tune into the things you care about, and get updates as they happen. Have an account? Sign in » Close Two-way (sending and receiving) short codes: Country Code For customers of United States 40404 (any) Canada 21212 (any) United Kingdom 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM Haiti 40404 Digicel, Voila Ireland 51210 Vodafone, O2 India 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Indonesia 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » See SMS short codes for other countries Close Confirmation)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media jthornthwaite last tweet "MLA @douglas_horne thanking @colemancountry for his work w/ housing for BC @LindaReimerMLA @bcliberals http://t.co/zR6bdVGcRI" @jthornthwaite - 02:03am Follow @jthornthwaite BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/04/parents-take-note-bill-36-is-attack-on.html?showComment0751335652173085,Staffroom Confidential: Parents take note - Bill 36 is an attack on you Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Friday, April 27, 2012 Parents take note - Bill 36 is an attack on you Having successfully removed teachers as an "obstacle" to the BC Education Plan, yesterday George Abbott introduced enabling legislation to change the school year, day, and total instructional time provided to students. Bill 36 removes the requirement for School Boards to follow the standard school calendar, and most importantly allows the Minister to change, through regulation, the minimum number of instructional hours in the year. It also enables more online and blended learning for all grade levels and the introduction of fees for International Baccalaureate programs. Although the media has focused on the school year, the scariest part of this legislation is the change to the minimum number of instructional hours through regulation. Here is the actual section of the Bill, which allows the Minister to: prescribing the minimum number of hours of instruction that a board must offer to students enrolled in the schools in its school district, including prescribing that there is no minimum number of hours of instruction for prescribed classes of students, schools or educational programs; If parents are wondering what this might look like, then look no further than the changes that have taken place in the delivery of Planning 10. In some schools in BC, every grade 10 student goes to the gymnasium once a week for a lecture (this can be in excess of 100 students). There is no or little further instructional time for these students. The remainder of the course is taught through a "blended" model with online components or simply assignments that are done on the student's own time and handed in. The instructional time goes from 400 minutes per week in a class with 30 students, to 80 minutes per week in a class with 100 or more students. Typically this can reduce the teacher hours needed by half. This already happens at a school in my District, Greater Victoria. Here is the "rationale" for the over-sized class buried on our Class Size report (http://www.sd61.bc.ca/super/Spotlight/September_30th_2011_Class_Size_Report.pdf): Students meet weekly as a whole group with the two Vice Principals before dividing into smaller groups. Students work independently, frequently in small groups on specific projects. The Vice Principals requested this configuration. Under Bill 22, teachers will simply be told to accept this configuration and class size. No limits will exist. Under Bill 36, students will simply be told to accept this configuration. No minimum instructional time will exist. Currently, for any class this large, there had to be smaller classes to compensate, because the School Act had class size averages required. So perhaps there was some rationale for doing this for some classes to enable smaller classes in more challenging subject areas. Now, under Bill 22 and Bill 36, a District can configure as many of these classes as they want. A brief look at the success rates of self-directed online learning with inadequate instructional time and teacher support shows that these programs are dismal failures. Even with supports distributed learning completion rates are much lower than in a "brick and mortar" school (see for instance, this North Vancouver school report: http://www.nvsd44.bc.ca/en/DistributedLearning44/~/media/Programs/Distributed%20Learning/2010-2011/PDFs/DL%20School%20Plan%20Final.ashx). In the US, where some states are requiring students to take at least one course in an online or blended model, the failure rates are similarly poor. Independent, self-directed, blended learning works for a small segment of the population. It is not particularly successful for the majority of teenagers. At this age, students need motivation, structure, face to face instruction, and social interaction. Reducing instructional time will worsen student outcomes for the majority of students. This is all about saving money and gutting the public education system. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 8:32 AM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 6 comments: LucindaApril 27, 2012 at 10:59 AM This is also an attack on families where there is no adult at home during the day. If children as young as five can take online courses there has to be adequate supervision of those children when they are not in class. In Maple Ridge, the so-called elementary "cyber school" has been excluding certain SES families for years. And the "lap top program" at a local high school requires students to provide their own laptop computers. This legislation means that across the province, lower SES students will not be able to avail themselves of such opportunities and their "choices" at the physical school itself will be further narrowed. Furthermore, in high schools, teacher-librarians are increasingly asked to "supervise" (ie. not teach) large numbers of students who require a place to work on their online courses using the school's computers or the students' own. Where else can kids go when they have empty blocks instead of classes, and work to do but no space to do it? This is so aggravating for teacher-librarians whose amazing skills are not adequately exploited.ReplyDelete Mrs. Tara FairbrotherApril 27, 2012 at 12:17 PM As a high school teacher I have seen kids fail online courses again and again because teenagers are simply for the most part not self motivated. It is difficult enough for an adult to stay focused, if this becomes a reality many students and parents will suffer and as a consequence I hope they over throw this government and this ridiculous bill.ReplyDelete ALinthelibraryApril 27, 2012 at 8:52 PM This bill is a direct result of districts like Nanaimo that refused to allow my daughter to register in an online course she was interested in doing on her own time. Why? She is in grade 6. It would have been no skin off their nose to let a bright kid challenge herself, but NO all they could do was tell her it was against policy. Now it isn't and they can suck it up and register her. Any policy that stands in the way of a kid who wants to learn and is asking to learn is stupid to say the least.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeApril 28, 2012 at 11:30 AM The problem will be not with the addition of DL courses as a choice, but with the replacement of options in schools with DL. There is also an impact on what schools are able to offer when large numbers sign up for DL. I know in Victoria there already has been an impact on high school PE offerings because so many students sign up for PE online.Delete Reply Richard AjabuApril 28, 2012 at 3:29 PM Excerpt from Bill 36: ...prescribing the minimum number of hours of instruction that a board must offer to students enrolled in the schools in its school district, including prescribing that there is no minimum number of hours of instruction for prescribed classes of students, schools or educational programs... Hmmm...imagine this...students view lectures at home via internet for, say, 2 hours each day...students only required to attend 1 of 2 or more "shifts" available at physical school building for, say, 3 hours each school day...total of 2 lecture hours at home + 3 hours at school building each day is deemed equivalent to 5 hours of instruction each day...double and triple shifts at schools allows higher utilization of school buildings and many school buildings are declared surplus and closed...Hmmm. Is this what the government is trying to enable? There are related comments on the BC Education Plan website here(1), here(2), here(3), and here(4).ReplyDelete ThielmannApril 29, 2012 at 5:40 PM I was wondering what "easter eggs" were hiding in Bill 36. For a reference, our DL success rates in SD57 are about 20%, according to a staffer at our DL school. I've marked DL for them for 13 years, and have seen the limitations of the existing models. Most of the courses are paper-based, with students doing most of the work on the honour system and submitting a sample for assessment (most student just skip ahead to the hand-in stuff). The online courses are cumbersome, and the technology is as much a hindrance as a help. The "teachers" are increasingly forced into being case managers for 100s of students, signing off on completed papers, while contract markers rush through the assessment without having any other contact with the school or students. The plans to examine new modes of blended and/or distance learning are getting stale. The use of Moodle is one of the few "improvements" made in the last 10 years. The whole idea of an interactive web has barely touched the school. I mention all this because it is a joke to think we can turn over more learning to our DL schools, given the glacial pace of change, the diminished learning experiences, and the poor success rates. Where dynamic DL schools exist, fantastic (I've interacted with them while doing course-writing), but this success is definitely not province-wide.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ▼  April (6) Parents take note - Bill 36 is an attack on you On Bill 22, the LRB, report cards, and raw power Bill 22 and US education 'reform' Bill 22 and the erosion of teacher professionalism... Surrey teachers speak to Mr. Abbott Claremont teachers speak about Bill 22 ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/03/what-is-this-dispute-about-putting.html?showComment=1332565651725,Staffroom Confidential: What is this dispute about? Putting equity last, and corporations first Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Friday, March 23, 2012 What is this dispute about? Putting equity last, and corporations first Today's guest post is from Bruce McCloy, a teacher in New Westminster. Why is this current stand so important?  For those who are currently monitoring this public site on behalf of the government please read on as well.  I sincerely hope you learn something and, if we fail and this government gets what they want, with your help, I hope you can look students in the eyes in years to come and be able to say you were responsible for the mess you have created. Here is why I see this current fight as very important.  This is not about class size, class composition, a wage increase or extra help for special needs students.  While these are all very important they are dwarfed by a greater threat; the changing of our current educational system to one that caters less to equity and developing a good person to one that is squarely focused on market based principles and catering to an ever greedy corporate elite.  Teachers and government are on a crash course, fighting over, as Wendy Poole outlines, the vision and purpose of K-12 public education and the meaning of professionalism (see http://www.ucalgary.ca/iejll/vol11/poole).   Government is focused on a neo-liberal view of education, “conceptualiz[ing] education as a commodity to be bought by customers (students and parents) and sold by suppliers (schools and others). From a market perspective, schools are training grounds for future workers and consumers, as well a multi-billion dollar industry offering opportunities for profit. Efficiency, accountability for student outcomes (usually measured by standardized test scores and other measures like graduation rates), choice for parents (e.g., charter schools, vouchers, within-district school choice), privatization (e.g., public funding for private schools, user-pay fees, contracting with private firms to operate public schools, private-public partnerships for school construction, school-business partnerships), and attacks on teachers unions are hallmarks of neo-liberalism in education”. (see attached paper if you would like to read more).   This fight is about breaking the union in order to bring in a system that caters to only a few, and leaves the many others simply to be good workers. If we truly cared about students, and creating a better society, we would be modelling our system after Finland, rather than chasing the USA, UK and Australia downwards.  The end result of this current action by the BC government is to cut costs, break the union and make a statement to the voters that the current ruling Liberals deserve their vote in May 2013.  It has nothing to do with students.  For the differences in focus of the Finland system in comparison with the USA, UK and Australian systems review the attached paper, Neo-Liberalism in British Columbia Education and Teachers’ Union Resistance and the video found at http://www.abc.net.au/lateline/content/2012/s3441913.htm. Current OECD rankings have Canada slipping slightly behind Australia in reading (#8 compared to #7), still behind Finland at #4 but well ahead of the USA at #11 and the UK at #18.  Rankings in Math and Science have Canada far ahead of the USA, Australia and UK systems that the government are focused on reaching down to and still behind the ranking of Finland, a country that teachers are working to catch. Finland is ranked #2 in math, Canada #8, with Australia at #15, the UK at #21 and the USA being far behind at #32.  There are similar findings in Science with Finland at #2, Canada at #6, Australia at #12, the UK at #21 and the USA at #30.  The quality of our education does not matter to the current Liberal government; containing costs, and creating preferable market conditions do. Some sobering thoughts when contemplating this possible scenario. While increasing funding for schools from a 2002-2003 total of  $3.782 billion to a projected 2012-2013 total of $4.725 billion (making true governments claim that per-student funding has increased) the actual costs to districts have far outstripped this increase.  Most telling is the decrease in priority of education as a part of the provincial budget falling from 26% in 2002 – 2003 to a 15% in 2011 – 2012.  In 2002 – 2003 the total allocation envelope for education was $3.7 billion.  This accounted for 26% of the total provincial budget.  In 2012 – 2013 the projected total allocation envelope for education is $4.7 billion accounting for 15% of the total provincial budget.  If the 2002 – 2003 % of total provincial budget allocation held true today the total allocation of funds to education from the provincial budget for 2012 – 2013 would be $8.1 billion   providing for a further allocation of $3.4 billion on top of the $4.7 billion currently being provided.  The amount due to school districts for next year over and above what is being given is almost equal to the total amount provided to school districts in the 2002 – 2003 year.  It is not a situation of lack of funds, rather a change in priority for the government Board funds have long been frozen, all but 6 districts are currently in Funding Protection (meaning that they are working in a bankrupt state).  Board funds have been frozen for a further 3 years, leaving them with an accumulated $100 million shortfall this year alone.  The “easy cuts” to budgets have long been done leaving an impossible situation.  The overwhelming major cost to districts is teacher salaries, something that districts have been unable to change due to strict rules in the collective agreements.  Until now.  Changes in post and fill rules, class composition and numbers, evaluations and discipline procedures will make it  easier for boards to lower their salary costs by making life difficult for more expensive teachers to the point they will quit, removing more expensive teachers and filling their positions with cheaper less experienced teachers or with even cheaper non teachers.  The boards will sell the public on these changes b y offering perks that will have most forget the importance of teacher quality. The current government advertising focused on teacher salary and benefits (the BCTF is demanding a 15 per cent wage hike and other benefits that would cost $2 billion and raise taxes for BC families...) is allowing the government to keep attention away from the main changes they wish to see through the BC Education Plan.  This education plan provides the government with the route to the neo-liberal result that they wish to see, a result that will have us emulating the OECD rankings of the USA, UK and Australia in a very short time, leaving far behind the rankings we currently have and our hopes for reaching those of Finland.  This is because the government is not focused on providing an equitable education system. Or even focused on educating at a high level.  Rather, it is focused on creating a system that follows their neo-liberal beliefs.  The BC Education Plan is a guise (as is the current troubles on the labour front) to instituting these ideals: o While requests for feedback to the BC Education Plan is currently seen as a priority for government, the plan is all but written awaiting an appropriate time to roll out.  Current feedback will never be considered but provides the perception that it has been o BC Education Plan calls for personalized learning that will amount to students staying at home to work on their computers learning from an on-line master teacher.  Cheaper non-teachers will be available for students to submit assignments and pick up others, while tutoring (on-line and in person) will be available if necessary.  This change over has already begun.  The government is admitting that 700 special needs teachers that have been lost to the system have been replaced with 2100 new teaching assistants ... but no more teachers.  The $165 million Learning Improvement Fund will hire more teacher assistants ... but no more teachers. o Contract changes are necessary to enable this change to occur in our current system – changing hours of work, working conditions (class sizes can reach the hundreds) and making it easier to deal with teachers that disagree with the direction o Money will be saved on school buildings as only a few will be needed as regional meeting places – while the others can be sold as they are no longer required to service children o Standardized assessment will become easier as the teaching from the on-line Master teachers will be the same. o Large corporations will find a ready market for technology.  A quick look at those involved in developing the new BC Education Program indicate past and present members of the guiding committee including 20 members who belong to the corporate business community or with strong ties to this community and zero involved in public education in BC.  Those involved on the committee to restructure BC Education include Reg Bird, Vecima Networks, Don Mattrick, President, Interactive Entertainment Business, Microsoft Corp., Don Safnuk, President and CEO of Corporate Recruiters and Ralph Turfus, CEO, Arbutus Place Investments. o Creating a system dependent on technology will provide a ready market for both hardware and software manufacturers as well as internet providers.  On line needs will increase, allowing a market for sellers of data plans o Control of teacher Professional Development and new evaluation and “one-strike you are out” dismissal procedures will allow government to control what teachers learn and what they will teach in the classroom.  Government and corporate propaganda will be required to be taught, even if ethically unsettling, or a teacher will face dismissal. o Control of curriculum and standardization of what is taught will allow government to lessen the time many students stay in school, providing an opportunity for students to leave at the end of grade 10 (where 3 of our government exit exams currently are placed).   Students will be able to leave early for the workforce providing cheap (and undereducated) labour to be available during the week – something that is currently not readily available for most companies.  Seeing that these workers were encouraged to leave school at grade 10 they will later find that they do not have the required education to change occupations, therefore making them more likely to stay in lower paying jobs within the company that they currently work for. o With the education of children left in the hands of busy parents, and at home often with little guidance (especially in the secondary school years)  it is more likely that they lag behind and  have less motivation to finish beyond grade 10.  As well, earning money at an early age could be a great benefit to the family income as well as provide a greater source of disposable income at an earlier age – resulting in more purchasing power at a younger age. o Only those being educated in private schools (still in a traditional mode of providing education) or those with incredible self-discipline will have the skills to enter university – predominately leaving the rich to claim the higher level jobs and the less rich or less motivated to take up a new lower class working class. o With a larger number of workers available and a dismantling of trade union power, the minimum wage can once again be lowered, rights eroded allowing for more flexibility and higher profits for business owners.  As well, the numbers of the consumer class will increase, also allowing for further profits for corporations.   While we are busy fighting the current contract negotiations, which in themselves are important, the Liberal government has a far greater goal.  We find ourselves so busy with fighting the little things I fear we may miss the bigger picture and feel the pain of the onslaught (BC Education Plan) far before we see it coming and far later than we can do much about it.  I am reminded of a simple yet effective strategy we use to use in PE class when playing the game Murder Ball (in one of its many configurations).  If one was lucky enough to get two balls they often incorporated the following strategy – throw one ball high in the air.  As members of the other team watch the ball float slowly towards them the original thrower would throw the second ball hard , directly at the opponent, hitting them and getting them out. We see a similar strategy with the government – lob up the whole confrontation of contract negotiations, and, while teachers are busy looking at these, hit them hard with the educational changes you as a government actually want to implement. While current contract negotiations are very important and need to be dealt with quickly by teachers throughout the province, we need to be talking about and informing the public of the far greater threat that looms and is poised to hit in the very near future.  It is one that will find us sadly leaving any possibility of reaching the equitable system found in Finland (and along with it the high OECD rankings), leaving any possibility of maintaining our current standing in the world (as stated in the OECD rankings), and fervently chasing the lower scores of the USA, UK and Australia.  All in the name of creating a new culture of uneducated workers and consumers for a quickly growing corporate elite.   Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 12:02 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 10 comments: PierreMarch 23, 2012 at 10:07 PM Let's be careful with the easy Finland comparison! It turns out that their language is as easy as learning 1, 2, 3: their language is very phonetic. English is on the opposite side of the spectrum! If English could be modernized, it would be easier and faster to learn and easier to teach!ReplyDelete Replies PierreMarch 23, 2012 at 10:25 PM For those interested, there is more info at http://reforming-english.blogspot.ca/ .Delete D. BjornsonMarch 23, 2012 at 10:28 PM Perhaps! Who wouldn't have loved to only have had one spelling of there-their-they're! I'm not a language specialist, but people who I know that learn multiple languages at a young age, seem to do well in education overall. Perhaps learning an " easier" language straight off the bat puts one at a disadvantage. Personally, my money is on modeling our Ed system after a country in the top 5, not the top 20.Delete PierreMarch 25, 2012 at 10:18 PM Actually, learning an easier language is an advantage! HUGE! You should see how many struggle to DECODE! They are smart kids, but they cannot make sense of the code! SO, the real important learning is taking the back seat of learning a crazy spelling code that is ILLOGICAL because it is IRREGULAR! So, we are rewarding the kids who can memorize by rote all the intricacies of the language and slowing down the progress of those who look the logic in the language. I suspect this is why more boys are struggling in learning. It would be interesting to know how boys do in Commonwealth countries VS some other countries where the language is more logical (like Finnish). Making anything easier makes sense! Do you still want to go fetch the water at the river? I know there are people who believe that things have to be tough to be good. This is COMPLETELY COUNTER-INTUITIVE! And this is especially so because we are talking about the very element that underpins the learning of FAR more important concepts than learning how to decode!Delete Reply Kathy CouchMarch 25, 2012 at 9:11 PM Shouldn't others be modelling after us? We do very well in the world despite the efforts of our government.ReplyDelete Replies PierreMarch 25, 2012 at 10:24 PM What is insane now is how language has been introduced even in Math. Many programs are so language based. I mean before was not any better with 30 problems on the same notion, but if you cannot read the questions (the word problems), how can you show that you know how to do the math! That part is so backwards. Until, books are read by computers, I predict girls will do better in math soon! Not because they are necessarily better at math, but because they are better at reading. This is why Finnish do better in math tests as well, BTW. Other teaching pedagogy is in general much better. Again, English is creating all kinds of problems.Delete Reply Teacher's ToolboxApril 26, 2012 at 11:16 PM It is frustrating that public education is under attack again... still... continually... I have no words.... just anger and frustration!ReplyDelete Bruce McCloyApril 27, 2012 at 9:13 AM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Bruce McCloyApril 27, 2012 at 9:16 AM While the comparison to Finland may be simplistic in some ways - the bigger picture remains that philosophically we are better looking up and trying to model after a nation that has, as its basic belief, fairness to all. Sounds very opposite a neo-liberal approach to education. I like how Kathy put it "shouldn't others be modelling after us" - we need to remember what has put our system where it is - and expecting others to after us - we need to figure out what has made us successful (despite government interference) and make that our overall objective to keep and continue to pursue. While the Finnish system may have its flaws (what system doesn't)- I like it a whole lot more than chasing the No Child Left Behind US program that yesterdays announcement regarding changes to the School Act have us headed to.ReplyDelete Laura BApril 27, 2012 at 7:56 PM While it may seem to some like an easier task to change the entire English language than to change the agenda of the BC Liberals.... my money's on putting our efforts into political change and the proven success of strong education systems.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ▼  March (12) Bill 22 and Class Size/Class Composition BC Liberals: You reap what you sow... From public to private: a subtle path What is this dispute about? Putting equity last, a... Walk out pamphlet - arguments for full withdrawal ... Teachers debate a response to Bill 22 Lessons from the US - when unions don't strike to ... Lessons from history - legislation and illegal str... How do teachers defeat Bill 22? Critical thinking and Bill 22 - A teacher rebuts G... What is this strike about? A moving letter from a ... Public education - Christy: it's about equality ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8856,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, Number 4, March 2004 Training department—PD Associate leadership opportunity: Performance standards The BCTF offers workshops on the B.C. performance standards. Associates are required in the following areas: Using Performance Standards for Reading/Writing: 1 secondary, 1 elementary or middle school Using Performance Standards for Numeracy: 1 elementary, 1 middle school Using Performance Standards for Social Resonsibility: 2 secondary, 1 elementary or middle school Applicants should have extensive experience using performance standards in the classroom, a strong background in reading and writing instruction, mathematics instruction, or social responsibility/social justice work, and successful experience in facilitating workshops for colleagues. Teachers selected as associates work as volunteers and are provided with release time and expenses to cover facilitation of workshops/presentations, assist with the development of workshop materials and resources, and must commit to facilitate workshops/presentations for three years, 5 to 10 days per year. To apply, send a completed curriculum vitae form with references to the BCTF Training Department, 100—550 West 6th Avenue, Vancouver, BC V5Z 4P2, F: 604-871-2293. The deadline for applications is March 12, 2004. For more information on workshop programs, contact Nancy Hinds, 604-871-1840, Toll free: 1-800-663-9163, nhinds@bctf.ca Because the BCTF has an affirmative action policy, each applicant may wish to provide on a voluntary basis, the information as to whether he/she is male or female, a person of colour, a First Nations person, a person with a disability, or gay/lesbian. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/IssuesInEducation.aspx?id=5738,BCTF > Intermediate report card FAQ  	BCTF > Issues in Education  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Issues in Education > Assessment, Evaluation and Reporting Intermediate Report Card FAQ What report card format creates the least workload for teachers? There is no simple answer to this question. Doing report cards is a significant workload issue for teachers. Part of the solution to the workload problem may be in the format of the report cards. However, if it were all there, teachers in some school or district would have come up with a format by now that was widely recognized as solving the workload problem. Part of the problem is the expectations teachers tend to put on themselves. Many teachers advocate for report card formats that require them to do more work than is required by ministry policy. The reasons for doing these extras may be philosophically sound, but the additional time and thought put into reporting as a result needs to be weighed against the time and thought teachers could put into planning for classroom instruction or providing descriptive feedback, rather than marks, on students work. Because report cards have formats and deadlines, there is a tendency for them to grow in importance out of proportion to their relatively small role in the whole process of learning. Do teachers have to put letter grades on Intermediate report cards? The answer depends on the grade level. Grade 4 and 5 report cards must contain letter grades unless the school board has approved a plan to provide letter grades to parents in a different document. Grade 6 and 7 report cards must contain letter grades. Why do Intermediate teachers have to crunch numbers to calculate marks AND write anecdotal comments? They don’t. Intermediate teachers must report student progress in two ways—with letter grades and with written reporting comments that include what the student is able to do, the areas in which the student requires further attention or development, and ways of supporting her or his learning. But teachers do not need to use numeric marks, or calculate percentages in order to arrive at letter grades. Letter grades are not defined in terms of percentages; until Grade 10 there are not even percentages associated with letter grades. The definition of letter grades in ministry policy (Ministerial Order 192/94 Provincial Letter Grades Order, http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/legislation/schoollaw/e.htm) is in words: A The student demonstrates excellent or outstanding performance in relation to the learning outcomes for the course or subject and grade. B The student demonstrates very good performance… C+ The student demonstrates good performance… C The student demonstrates satisfactory performance… C- The student demonstrates minimally acceptable performance… I (In Progress or Incomplete) The student, for a variety of reasons, is not demonstrating minimally acceptable performance in relation to the expected outcomes. F (Failing) The student has not demonstrated, or is not demonstrating, minimally acceptable performance in relation to the expected outcomes for the course or subject and grade. The letter grade “F” may only be assigned if an “I” letter grade has been previously assigned for that course or subject and grade. Primary teachers do not need to crunch numbers and calculate percentages to determine whether a student is “not yet meeting expectations”, “approaching expectations”, “meeting expectations”, or “exceeding expectations”. In the same way, Intermediate teachers do not need to crunch numbers and calculate percentages to determine whether a student is demonstrating “excellent”, “very good”, “good”, “satisfactory”, “minimally acceptable” performance or is not demonstrating “minimally acceptable” performance in relation to the learning outcomes in the curriculum. An over-reliance on numeric marks can create problems. Giving students numeric marks does not help them learn the way giving them descriptive feedback on their work can. In addition, teachers often find that their judgments within broad categories are more accurate than what their calculators tell them. How can teachers give letter grades to ESL students or students with special needs? The Ministerial Order clearly states that a letter grade can only be assigned for a student with special needs or for an ESL student where the student is able to demonstrate her or his learning in relation to the learning outcomes for the course or subject and grade. Until an ESL student is able to demonstrate her or his learning in relation to the expected learning outcomes set out in the curriculum for the course or subject and grade, the student’s report card contains written comments only. Unless a student with special needs who has an IEP is able to demonstrate her or his learning in relation to the expected learning outcomes set out in the curriculum for the course or subject and grade, the student’s report card contains written reporting comments only. The written comments must address the student’s progress in relation to the expected outcomes set out in the student’s IEP. In both cases, written reporting comments must include what the student is able to do, the areas in which the student requires further attention or development, and ways of supporting her or his learning. Where appropriate, the report card for students on IEPs may also include comments describing ways to enable the students to demonstrate her or his learning in relation to the expected learning outcomes in the curriculum for the course and grade, and the time frame required to enable that. This is clearly more applicable to high incidence or “grey area” students who may be considered “behind” in school and can “catch up” if there is sufficient intervention, than to low incidence special needs students. Can a principal or vice-principal change the letter grade a teacher gives a student? Perhaps, but administrators are bound by the same Ministerial Orders as teachers so must also evaluate students’ progress in relation to the learning outcomes in the curriculum for the course or subject and grade. Teachers have professional autonomy in their professional judgments but should be prepared to defend their professional judgments about a student’s progress in relation to the learning outcomes to either a principal or a parent. Similarly, a principal who wants to change a student’s letter grade should be able to explain why, with specific reference to the student’s work, she or he feels that the student’s work meets the learning outcomes to a different degree than indicated by the original letter grade. No one is free to assign letter grades on any basis other than student progress in relation to the learning outcomes in the curriculum. The person who makes the evaluation of the student’s progress in relation to the learning resources in the curriculum and assigns the letter grade should sign the report card. Can teachers use the language of the BC Performance Standards in their written comments? Yes, teachers may choose to use the language of the BC Performance Standards in their written comments. However, it is better to use the descriptions in the body of the performance standards scales (e.g., “uses text features to preview and locate information”) rather than the column headings (e.g., “fully meets expectations’). The actual descriptions provide more information to parents. In addition, the use of the column headings or the scale used on Primary report cards (i.e., not yet meeting expectations, approaching expectations, fully meeting expectations, exceeding expectations) are confusing as they do not match the definitions of the letter grades. The BC Performance Standards for Reading, Writing, Numeracy, and Social Responsibility are non-mandatory resources. It says this in the preamble of each document. Teachers have individual professional autonomy about whether or not to use these resources in their classrooms. Whether or not a teacher uses the BC Performance Standards to inform their judgment is a matter of individual professional autonomy. Do Intermediate teachers have to report on every subject area on every report card? Yes, teachers must report student progress in relation to the learning outcomes in each curriculum in the required areas of study on each report card. The required areas of study are set out in ministry policy (Ministerial Order M295/95 Required Areas of Study in an Educational Program Order, http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/legislation/schoollaw/e.htm) and are as follows: Grade 4 English language arts, or in the case of a student enrolled in a Francophone educational program, French language arts Social studies Mathematics Science Physical education Fine arts Personal planning French language arts, in the case of a French immersion student Grades 5 to 7 English language arts, or in the case of a student enrolled in a Francophone educational program, French language arts Social studies a second language, or in the case of a French immersion student, French language arts Mathematics Science Physical education Fine arts Personal planning How are teachers required to report on student behaviour, attitudes, work habits, effort, and social responsibility? The ministry policy requires that report cards include a “description of the student’s behaviour, including information on attitudes, work habits, effort and social responsibility.” The policy does not further clarify what “description of” means, so it could be interpreted to mean written comments, or G, S, and N, or a scale of some sort. Teachers do not have to use the BC Performance Standards for Social Responsibility when reporting on social responsibility, as the performance standards are non-mandatory resources. However, those performance standards are a good reference for what BC teachers mean by the phrase “social responsibility”—contributing to the classroom and school community, solving problems in peaceful ways, valuing diversity and defending human rights, and exercising democratic rights and responsibilities. Social responsibility is not the same as personal responsibility. Evaluation of a student’s social responsibility should not include whether they arrive with their books, pencils, and gym strip, and the like. About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=19910&libID=19918,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 2, October 2009  Queer education around the world By James Chamberlain In contemporary times, it is sometimes difficult to believe that homosexuality remains illegal in 77 countries and that people can be imprisoned for 10 years or more simply because they love someone of the same gender. Five countries in Africa (including parts of Nigeria and Somalia) as well as Iran enforce the death penalty for anyone accused of homosexuality. Imagine being fired, imprisoned or worse for being “out” at school or for advocating for equality for lesbian, gay, bisexual, or transgender (LGBT) students and citizens! In August, I attended the Outrights conference in Copenhagen, Denmark, and heard first hand of the challenges and successes from educators around the world. Research from Belgium, Canada, England, Finland, Sweden, and the USA show that: LGBT students and those perceived to be so are at much greater risk for verbal and physical harassment while at school. Students who do not conform to rigid notions of masculinity and femininity are often targets. Students at the secondary and post secondary levels often do not report incidents of homophobic or transphobic harassment (even those they witness) because they believe school officials will do little or nothing to intervene. The main problem in dealing with LGBT issues in schools is continued silence and inaction on the part of teachers, principals, and other school board officials. LGBT youth are at much greater risk than their heterosexual peers for suicide and substance abuse. More LGBT students are coming out at younger ages (within secondary school) with few, if any, supports in place for them. What do teachers say? Teachers and researchers all spoke of the fact that homophobia was one problem, but so was heteronormativity. That is the assumption and belief that heterosexuality is and should be the norm in society. Gender role stereotyping was discussed at length and many teachers spoke of students needing to fit a narrowly defined mould in order to “fit in” and avoid being targets for abuse. All agreed that their colleagues should be teaching about the negative impacts of gender role stereotyping from elementary school onwards and that teachers should examine their own practices (implicit and explicit messages and actions towards students) which may reinforce heteronormativity. Global actions  Many jurisdictions have produced resources for teachers to use to examine these issues and challenge homophobia and transphobia in the classroom and school environment. "Pride and Prejudice” is an resource package that was successfully piloted in an all-boys Catholic school before teachers began using it extensively in one region of Australia. “Challenging Homophobia in Schools” is a handbook produced by Gay and Lesbian Educators of BC (www.galebc.org) used in schools in BC. The Gay, Lesbian, and Straight Education Network (www.glsen. org) also produces many resources for teachers to use in the United States. The Norwegian Ministry of Education is currently in the process of developing a grade by grade handbook on how to include LGBT issues in classrooms. In Brazil, LGBT issues are part of the school curriculum there and teachers are supported to teach them. The National Education Association (www.nea.org) in the USA provides free workshops to teachers on LGBT issues as do some teacher unions in Canada. Many schools in the USA and Canada support gay straight alliance (GSA) clubs for students in secondary schools where students can find safety and support. Global concerns and challenges In Lithuania, a law was passed in July 2009 that prohibits the discussion of homosexuality in schools and banned it from any public information that could be seen or referenced by children. In Poland, despite the training of 500 teachers in 2004 as part of their Campaign Against Homophobia, the official line is that there should be no discussion of homosexuality in schools. There are no openly LGBT teachers in Poland, for fear that their teaching contracts will not be renewed. According to educators there, gay male teachers would be accused of being pedophiles if they came out. In some countries like Peru, Columbia, and Chile work has begun to document the lives of LGBT people. One of their goals is to put a face to LGBT issues through the power of storytelling by documenting LGBT people’s lives and realities. In Namibia, the Rainbow Project worked with print media to train reporters on the reality of LGBT people’s lives so that media stories about LGBT people are more accurate. In Indonesia, LGBT people are being interviewed to collect and tell success stories and document violations of human rights. All of these projects are being supported by The Global Alliance for LGBT Education (www.lgbt-education.info). All countries spoke of the need for more openly LGBT educators to serve as positive roles for students. Many described the challenges of being out at school in unsupportive environments. We need to do a better job at changing the “hearts and minds” of colleagues, parents, and educational leaders on the need for LGBT inclusive education. Examining our privilege and practice  In many countries, educators have a fair degree of privilege in comparison to the rest of society. We have job security, good pay and benefits, and can be “out” in the classroom without fear of losing our jobs. Along with these privileges also comes a responsibility to question the status quo and work to change schools and the education system at large to be inclusive of all students. Dealing with homophobia, transphobia, and heteronormativity are relatively new topics in the history of education. Therefore, this is a prime time to reflect on your classroom practice and ask yourself: How am I improving education to make it more inclusive of LGBT people’s realities? What am I doing to make my school safer for LGBT students and those perceived to be so? How is my classroom supportive of LGBT students and children from same gender families? Reflecting on your privilege and practice informs how you can be a change maker. Next steps for change Educators in many countries want to see training programs with mandatory courses on LGBT issues prior to teacher certification. To that end, some are working toward having mandatory requirements for LGBT issues in the curriculum. This would make it obligatory that all teachers deal with LGBT topics. Many agreed progress has been made within teacher unions in terms of changing policies, developing Pro-D opportunities, writing lesson plans, and starting GSA clubs in schools. At the same time, we were reminded that we cannot impose our local programs on other parts of the world. There is no “one-size-fits-all” strategy for dealing with LGBT issues in schools. We clearly need to share resources, ideas, knowledge, classroom practices, and expertise. Our classrooms need to become more inclusive as we challenge homophobia, heteronormativity, transphobia, and sexism. Ideally, we should work with teachers around the world to think and act locally and globally on LGBT issues. Attitudes toward homosexuality have recently changed for the better, thanks in part to the work of progressive educators. While there is still much to do, we can be optimistic that schools are becoming safer and more inclusive places for LGBT students and same gender families. At the same time, the people in 77 countries of the world who have no voice, rights, or ability to advocate for themselves are depending on us to be their advocates. We enjoy the freedom to do this work without fear of imprisonment or death. Let’s use this privilege wisely and not squander it. Now is a perfect time for you to educate yourself on LGBT issues and act. Remember that any action, no matter how small, is a step towards LGBT equality and acceptance. James Chamberlain is an assistant director, BCTF Professional and Social Issues Division. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13778,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > March 1998 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 10, Number 5, March 1998 District resource centres crucial in supporting teaching and learning by John Caldwell One of the challenges accompanying the implementation of the K-12 curriculum, is access to the learning resources and computer technologies recommended in the curriculum. Schools and teachers, often working in isolation, find it nearly impossible to keep on top of what is recommended, let alone what is new. Teachers are looking for help and leadership. In many school districts in British Columbia, that leadership is provided at the district level by district resource centres. The centres, the titles of which vary from district to district, by providing cost effective and equitable access for all schools in a district, to learning resources and technologies. District resource centre personnel, many of them BCTF members, provide the connection between classroom teachers and learning resources. In many of the district resource centres that remain, personnel do some or all of the following: Work with teacher-librarians, classroom teachers, and administrators to support resource-based learning and teaching across the district. Provide professional development and in-service activities on learning resources and computer technologies. Set up displays of learning resources and new technologies and "field-test" them to see what is appropriate for schools. Maintain an inventory of district and school-based resources that allows sharing, replacement, etc. Ensure that district policies on learning resources and technology provide for fairness and equity and support classroom practices. Assist in the planning and design of new and renovated facilities so that they are suitable for teaching and learning. Develop and promote documents and frameworks to support student information-literacy skills. Provide selection and processing support for learning resources for school libraries and classrooms. That list indicates that the "raison d'être" for district resource centres is to support classroom teachers and students. Access to learning resources from a district resource centre means that the provision of resources can be equitable, available to all schools, and cost effective. This should appeal to the "bottom-line" mentality prevalent in our society. Yet, when they are most needed, district resource centres across the province are slowly disappearing. Along with school libraries, they are a casualty of the educational cutbacks plaguing our educational system. Several centres have been closed or "downsized" and the resources "relocated" to schools. The misguided rationale for this is often that the district is moving toward site-based management and resources are better used if they are closer to the users--students and teachers. It appears that this excuse is more a reflection of the lack of leadership at the district or trustee level than a concern for students and teachers. As many teachers have learned, without the time and expertise to organize these resources and often without a teacher-librarian, the resources soon disappear or are inaccessible when they are needed. During downsizing or closing of district resource centres, many of the staff, including BCTF members, have been reassigned to schools or other district positions. This process has gone unchallenged; accurate statistics on the locations and numbers of closures are unavailable. In the short term, the reduction in district resource centre services causes some inconvenience and extra work for classroom teachers seeking learning resources. In the long term however, it has a major effect on teaching and learning, the introduction of and in-servicing in new technologies, and on equitable access to learning resources. This has been evidenced in at least one British Columbia school district, Vernon, where, based on questionnaires to teachers and school administrators, district resource centre services that were once curtailed have been reinstated. If we wish to maintain the valuable services provided by district resource centres in the districts that still have them, classroom teachers have to be visible and vocal in their support, letting senior administrators and school trustees know that the services are essential to good classroom practice. In districts that have had the services cut, teachers should monitor closely how they have been directly affected and present their case for reinstatement. The British Columbia Teacher-Librarians' Association (BCTLA) and PIMA (Pacific Instructional Media Association) have an advocacy campaign organized to fight for school libraries and district resource centres. Teachers can get information from their teacher-librarian or their local office. Education has become far too complex to expect teachers, on their own, to keep up-to-date with new resources and changing technologies. An active district resource centre provides the support needed to integrate resources and technologies into sound principles of teaching and learning. John Caldwell is a program co-ordinator for school libraries, computer technology, and the district resource centre, Cowichan Valley School District. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/01/should-bc-teachers-get-salary-increase.html?showComment0751327627646057,Staffroom Confidential: Should BC teachers get a salary increase? Myths & Realities Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Saturday, January 7, 2012 Should BC teachers get a salary increase? Myths & Realities NOTE: There is an updated version of this post for those of you reading it in 2014! BC teachers are in contract negotiations asking for a fair deal. What do we mean by fair exactly? Teachers would like improvements in three areas: class size/composition, salary and benefits, and changes to the bargaining structure. As far as class size, we want only what was taken in 2002. We want the government to go back to the class sizes in place at that time and restore the funding so Boards can achieve this. For bargaining, we want to negotiate more items locally with our elected Boards. This facilitates diversity, community involvement, and local programs and solutions. It is not a cost item and is how teachers used to negotiate in the 1990's - very successfully. For salary and benefits, teachers want to "keep up" and "catch up". What do we mean by that? We want to keep up with inflation, and we want to catch up with Canadians in other provinces. Teachers in BC now rank 8th in salaries across Canada, despite the fact that our cost of living is one of the highest and that BC weathered the recession better than most other provinces. BC has been out of recession since 2010 and is forecasting moderate growth for the next year. Unfortunately, the government's position has and continues to be 'net zero'. The government claims that taxpayers cannot afford increases to public sector wages and that wages must remain flat because the government is running a deficit. Do these arguments make sense? Are they justified? Or should teachers receive a wage increase? Here are my answers to these questions. Myth #1: Teachers should not get a wage increase because of the government deficit Reality #1: There was no deficit when the Liberals took power in 2001. Through a series of income tax cuts and corporate tax cuts, the Liberals went from a surplus to a deficit. Yes, the recession of 2009 impacted government revenues. But not as much as tax cuts have. Moreover, the government has found plenty of money for spending when it feels the spending is a priority. There was money for the BC Place roof ($500 million). There was money for the Olympics (over $1 billion). There was money for smart meters ($900 million). There was money for new government network systems ($1.2 billion to Telus). There seems to be plenty of money for the CEO's of crown corporations like BC Ferries (David Hahn's pension value - over $10 million). The fact is that the government is using the deficit that it created as an excuse to take money away from public services and the people who provide them. The money is there. It is a matter of priorities. It is simply unfair to make one group of workers pay for a deficit created by tax cuts to other people and corporations. Private sector workers are seeing increases. Other public sector workers are seeing increases (for example, Vancouver police with 8.8% over 33 months). Why should one group be singled out? Moreover how is it fair to make middle income earners pay for tax cuts that disproportionately benefited the wealthy and corporations? It just isn't. Myth #2: The 'net zero' wage freeze is fair because it impacts all public sector workers Reality #2: Only those workers covered by the Public Sector Employer's Council are impacted, and that does not include all public sector workers. Fire fighters are not under 'net zero'. Police are not under 'net zero'. Even school Superintendents are not under 'net zero'. Nurses are not under 'net zero' because they negotiated in 2009, supposedly before the 'net zero' mandate was implemented, but certainly at the height of the recession. How is it fair that these workers can negotiate increases and other workers can't? Myth #3: BC teachers already have high salaries Reality #3: After five years of university training, BC teachers begin with a wage in the low $40's, if they are full time. Many teachers only get part time work for the first 3-5 years of their career. It takes ten years of full time work to reach the maximum salary, which is about $75,000 for most teachers. BC teachers rank 8th in Canada compared to teachers in other provinces. A teacher in BC earns on average $20,000 less than a comparably experienced teacher in Alberta and $15,000 less than one in Ontario. Yet BC has the highest cost of living and the highest housing prices in the country (http://www.theprovince.com/business/City+house+prices+continue+ascent/5943834/story.html). Myth #4: 'Net zero' isn't a pay cut, so it is fair Reality #4: In September, when the new school year began, year over year inflation was at 3.2% according to the Consumer Price Index. When teachers got their first paycheque of the year, they had 3.2% less buying power. This is what matters. This January, teachers, along with other workers, will see increases to their CPP payments, their EI premiums, and their MSP premiums. Many contracts have automatic cost of living increases, but ours does not. Without any increase, teachers will fall behind. Myth #5: Teachers are asking for too much Reality #5: Teachers want to keep up with inflation. Teachers want to catch up with their colleagues in other provinces. Teachers took four years of zero increases since 1998. Teachers traded salary for smaller class sizes and those class size provisions were later eliminated. It is perfectly reasonable to ask for cost of living increases and wage adjustments to catch up with our Canadian colleagues. Myth #6: Teachers are asking for $2 billion Reality #6: The true number is probably many times less. BCPSEA (the employer) made many erroneous assumptions in order to come up with a hyper-inflated costing number. For example, they assumed that every single teacher would take their full bereavement leave entitlement every single year. In fact, teachers often take bereavement leave once or twice a decade or once or twice in their whole career. They assumed every teacher would take extra sick days if they were available. In fact, we know from Statistics Canada that teachers take an average of 7.7 days per year which is already less than their entitlement, so increased entitlement would only be used by a small percentage of teachers who become very ill. The assumptions used by BCPSEA were unrealistic and result in highly inflated costing estimates. They are not justified and do not reflect the true cost of the proposals teachers have put forward. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 4:17 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 25 comments: AnonymousJanuary 8, 2012 at 10:00 AM Thank you for this post. I think it should be sent as "letter to the editor" to newspapers in major cities in BC to inform those who see government figures or reports and take it as truth without questioning it. Well done!ReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 8, 2012 at 1:11 PM Excellent summary of our situation. "Even school Superintendents are not under 'net zero"; SD59 Superintendant sent a letter to parents saying gross modo that we were (teachers) selfish and without social empathy toward public sector for not swallowing the "net zero" !ReplyDelete Donna in BurnabyJanuary 8, 2012 at 7:45 PM Thank you!ReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 8, 2012 at 9:09 PM Well I have come from Alberta and previous Ontario and Your teacher need to better then other provinces. You are way behind Alberta in education. My daughter in October of her grade one year knows more then mine son has in his second year at a BC school. You need to fix something in your school system because you are falling behind. In the 2 and half years my daughter has been in the BC school system she is at the same reading, writing and math. I know why people homeschool and put their kids in the private school system, the public is so broken it can't complete with the rest of Canada.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousJanuary 17, 2012 at 6:50 PM How can you tell if your children are at the same level when you cannot spell, use appropriate grammar or form a proper sentence????Delete AnonymousJanuary 26, 2012 at 8:21 PM Teachers cannot be held solely responsible for your child's lack of progress. It would appear as though you could benefit from some additional education. Where were you educated? I agree with Anonymous, learn to spell and form a proper sentence before giving your opinion on the state of education. Thanks for wasting even more of my prep time on your uneducated and ignorant point of view.Delete AnonymousFebruary 29, 2012 at 5:25 PM Wow - I think that the original author has a legitimate complaint. I have a graduate degree and I completely agree that the level of education my children have received in the public school system is deplorable. AND REALLY - if someone is illiterate or unable to formulate a sentence correctly on a blog post does that mean that his/her child does not deserve a proper education! GIVE ME A BREAK - and please refrain from making personal attacks on people who voice a contrary opinion. It only demonstrates your small mindedness.Delete Reply AnonymousJanuary 8, 2012 at 10:28 PM I think you mean: I came from Alberta and previously Ontario, and teachers in BC need to teach better than other provinces. You are much behind Alberta in terms of education. My daughter knew more in October of her grade one year than my son, who was in his second year enrolled at a BC school. You need to fix features of your school system, because you are falling behind. In the two and half years my daughter has been enrolled in the BC school system, she has remained at the same level of reading, writing and math. I now know why people homeschool their children and enroll their kids in the private school system. The public system is so broken that it can no longer complete with the rest of Canada. - A BC public school teacherReplyDelete Replies AnonymousJanuary 23, 2012 at 12:55 PM I think you mean "compete" not complete. And you're a teacher?Delete AnonymousJanuary 25, 2012 at 7:10 PM Wow. How petty. An entire paragraph is corrected with one spelling error in the final sentence and you decide to focus on it as being the "issue with teachers". What has our society come to? Signed a Fellow BC TeacherDelete AnonymousFebruary 11, 2012 at 7:19 PM I taught in Ontario before moving to BC to teach and I don't see a whole lot of difference. There are good and bad teachers in both places. In fact, BC has stricter education requirements, I had to go back to get a few more undergrad courses.Delete Reply AnonymousJanuary 9, 2012 at 7:24 AM I live in SD 59 and the letter the superintendent sent home did not say that teachers were "selfish or without social empathy." ~ParentReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 9, 2012 at 1:58 PM Quote: From superintendent SD#59: "...With regard to the strike, some of the confusing information parents are receiving sounds like the teacher's strike is about the size and composition of classes, or the resources that are available for students with special needs. That is not true. The issues around class size and resourcing have been separate and are "NOT" part of the bargaining. The full focus of the BCTF strike demands is about wages and benefits that are approaching a price tag of 3 billion dollars. That is a 75% increase, at a time in the economy that the Province has told all union the overall settlement of their bargaining cannot increase cost to the Province. Moreover, 3/4 of the public unions have settled contracts under those rules." These 2 paragraphs speak by themselves about how teachers are perceived by the superintendent.ReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 9, 2012 at 2:01 PM http://www.pssg.gov.bc.ca/psec/disclosure/disclosure10-11.htmReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 10, 2012 at 8:51 AM Please send this wonderful article to a newspaper so some of the nasty myths can be dispelled. Awesome job!ReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 25, 2012 at 4:52 PM A great letter... I agree that this should be sent to every newspaper in B.C. as well as made into an infomercial on t.v. Why wait for an election?ReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 26, 2012 at 4:23 PM Myth #7: Teachers are the only workers affected by "net zero". Reality #7: Over 16,000 members of HSA (Health Sciences Association of BC) have been crippled by the "net zero" policy. Wages for HSA members in BC are upwards of 8$ an hour less than other provinces in Canada. The last contract forced upon HSA members was highlighted by a 0% wage increase, and a loss of 1 vacation day per year. So no, teachers, you are NOT the only group of workers being forced to pay for corporate tax cuts. Were you there to support other public sector employees last year when they were trying to fight "net zero"? I didn't think so.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousJanuary 26, 2012 at 8:22 PM Agreed! I am in HSA, and sorry, but I can't support these demands by the teachers. Frustrating to me to see the 'it's not fair' comments. Sounds like children. Life isn't fair, we are a country and province in serious financial difficulty. Cuts need to be made. I absolutely support putting money into increasing numbers of teachers, and adding support teachers and SEAs . If I want to make more money, I could move to Alberta and earn $8-10 more an hour too, giving me a significant raise but I choose to live here. It's always greener on the other side, and everyone thinks they are the ones hard done by. I work 37.5 hours a week, but actually in my office 40-42 hours and I don't get overtime pay. I choose to do it because I love my job and want to do the best I can for my patients. I take classes and go to workshops to enhance my job, on my own time and I pay for it myself. I use my vacation days to attend work related conferences. HSA's contract is also set to expire and we already had 0% wage last contract. I'm not expecting any better this time around. That's life, it's not always fair. I just appreciate that I have a job that I love that pays a decent wage ( which is slightly less than a teachers wage). Maybe there are just a whole lot of teachers with very little personal job satisfaction.Delete KarenFebruary 17, 2012 at 10:15 AM Job satisfaction! Try keeping 30 students at the edge of their seats for 5 hours a day, daily!! Attend meetings(special needs, counseling-requested meetings, parent-requested meetings, department meetings, staff meetings, Health and safety meetings,etc.) mark, prepare, field phone calls, supervise, prepare report cards, participate in extra-curricular activities,answer student concerns after classes; type/prepare/photocopy learning /testing materials for students (no secretarial time for us!); mentor, clean our boards, put up our chairs, manage the learning materials in our classrooms (put away the books, clean the lab equip. fix the musical instruments, organize the gym equip., ensure safety in the woodworking/auto and metal shops etc.), put up display boards, order books/educational materials,take first aide training at our own expense, etc.) No one-to-one with down time, bells dictate our time usage (coffee break? designated lunch time? not always possible); daily emotional 'baggage' children/students bring to the classroom must be dealt with in a calm and supportive manner; AND, Administrative Officers that add to the intensity of our day. (Some are very supportive; others add to our stress by being judgmental, giving little support by keeping communication lines blurred, not making themselves available, not taking control and leading but hiding behind their desks, etc.) We earn our keep!! And, we can't go up the capitalist ladder - 'more students doesn't mean more money; it means more work!' No compensation for using our own books, driving students with our own cars (we must 'up' protection on our personal car insurance to protect them in case of an accident) We only rely on the good nature of our govt. and the public to support us. Where are you? If you think you can do the job better, for cheaper, 'step up to the plate'.Delete Reply Tara EhrckeJanuary 26, 2012 at 5:27 PM Hello Anonymous, I have always consistently opposed net zero for ANY public sector worker, not just teachers. I absolutely agree that no group or groups of public sector workers should be singled out unfairly. I also believe we should all be rejecting the wage freeze. With respect to support, teachers in my local put up picket signs when HEU was facing wage cuts and I absolutely agree we need to be supporting each other. Please see my blog posts on this subject, including HSA in particular, from last year: http://staffroomconfidential.blogspot.com/2011/02/in-labour-newswill-hsa-vote-no-campaign.html http://staffroomconfidential.blogspot.com/2011/03/why-bc-government-wage-freeze-is.html This article was reposted on an HSA member site here: http://our-union.org/2011/03/29/why-the-bc-government-wage-freeze-is-indefensible/ I also wrote about opposition to net zero from Vancouver Island University workers and Langara College workers: http://staffroomconfidential.blogspot.com/2011_03_01_archive.html http://staffroomconfidential.blogspot.com/2011/04/langara-versus-wage-freeze.htmlReplyDelete UnknownFebruary 2, 2012 at 8:21 PM Actually, the cost of the Olympics was closer to $7 billion, once you factor in the cost of the Canada Line, the Sea to Sky Highway, and the new Convention Centre. On a related note, the deficit in 2008, amortized over 3 years, stood at $3 billion.ReplyDelete AnonymousFebruary 12, 2012 at 10:43 AM I am a parent in SD#35 and I am so impressed with my children's school and with the hard work that most of the teachers and adminstrators put in at that school. They are still getting a quality education, even throughout job action.The teachers are commincating with my husband and I on their academic progress, and my daughter is on the Grade Six basketball team which practices after school and at noon hour 3 times a week! I support a wage increases for my children's teachers because I want them to be able to keep up with inflation and be paid what professionals make in other provinces. We need to pay our teachers and other public sector employees what they deserve, or els in the future, we will not attract good people into these professions or be able to keep them in our province. Isnt this what is happening in the nursing industry? The Lower mainland is one of the most expensive places to live and we have to face the fact that if we want an educated community, then we have to willing to pay for it. A concerned parentReplyDelete AnonymousFebruary 24, 2012 at 4:00 PM I am a parent in south Delta and I must say that I am impressed with the communication that we have been receiving from my son's teachers at Delta Secondary. I think that teachers should get a raise at least to the level of inflation, but with all due respect to teachers, I cannot see where or how you feel that you should receive large increases. You are I think quite fairly paid for your job and you do not have the very real pressure for measurable performance that so many in the private sector face. Having said that, those people in the private sector are not getting the types of raises you are asking for and many of them would be happy with just getting at or near the inflation rate this year. I think that if you want to be paid very well then you will need to get into the private sector where you will face much more performance pressure, you will have 3-4 weeks off per year, there will be no such thing as overtime pay if you are salaried and if you don't perform adquately or well, you will faced with possible termination. You will have no effective job security unless you perform. So I think you have it quite good, better than anyone I can think of in most respects, with the exception of pay, which as I said I think is quite fair. I say this with great respect for your profession.ReplyDelete AnonymousFebruary 25, 2012 at 10:37 AM I am a very excited Teacher Candidate that will finish my Bachelors of Education this year. I am interested in this profession because I love it! However, my student loans are over 30 grand and I do not own a car, or a house. I am repeatedly being told that there are few jobs out there and the ones that are out there pay significantly less than a retail job I held before my Bachelor's degrees (per hour). I keep my optimism up because I know I am going to be fantastic at this job but it is hard to look past the fact that I will not be able to afford a house, a car and raise children on my income any time soon. Thank-you current teachers for fighting for those of us who want to join your ranks!ReplyDelete AnonymousFebruary 28, 2012 at 8:10 AM Great article Tara. And a great big THANK YOU for all of your hard work!ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ▼  January (13) How to reduce income inequality BC Schools: A decade of choice, a decade of declin... What is fair and reasonable? Twitter tale - Consultation, Minister Abbott style... Alberta teachers in negotiations BCTF presents reduced set of proposals School boards discuss 'net zero' Will grouping by ability mean re-segregation? BC teachers describe workload issues at bargaining... BC public sector enters 2012 bargaining Superintendent of Greater Victoria received 10% wa... Should BC teachers get a salary increase? Myths & ... A year in review: waking the sleeping giant ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2011/06/wondering-what-personlized-learning.html,Staffroom Confidential: Wondering what "personlized learning" means? Just look south to find out Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, June 7, 2011 Wondering what "personlized learning" means? Just look south to find out More and more I have been thinking that the BC government / BCPSEA's vision of "personalized learning" comes from the US, not Britain, or anywhere else. Today I came across this, from the US Department of Education. The last sentence is perhaps the most telling: "an opportunity to achieve greater efficiency and increase productivity". It is part of a stream of educational policy thought under the umbrella "educational productivity", which means getting higher test scores for less money. Here is the whole description: Competency-Based Learning or Personalized Learning Transitioning away from seat time, in favor of a structure that creates flexibility, allows students to progress as they demonstrate mastery of academic content, regardless of time, place, or pace of learning. Competency-based strategies provide flexibility in the way that credit can be earned or awarded, and provide students with personalized learning opportunities. These strategies include online and blended learning, dual enrollment and early college high schools, project-based and community-based learning, and credit recovery, among others. This type of learning leads to better student engagement because the content is relevant to each student and tailored to their unique needs. It also leads to better student outcomes because the pace of learning is customized to each student. By enabling students to master skills at their own pace, competency-based learning systems help to save both time and money. Depending on the strategy pursued, competency-based systems also create multiple pathways to graduation, make better use of technology, support new staffing patterns that utilize teacher skills and interests differently, take advantage of learning opportunities outside of school hours and walls, and help identify opportunities to target interventions to meet the specific learning needs of students. Each of these presents an opportunity to achieve greater efficiency and increase productivity. You can read more here: http://www.ed.gov/oii-news/competency-based-learning-or-personalized-learning Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 4:06 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 1 comment: C. WelchJune 9, 2011 at 3:59 PM You've quoted an impressive bit of edu-babble, Tara! :-) I like that little gem of "new staffing patterns", which sounds suspiciously like the topic of the recent BCPSEA meeting with the Minister of Education. I also find it interesting how this selection conflates learning at "their own pace" with learning that's "tailored to their unique needs". They're not necessarily incompatible, but I think a lot of students will end up getting learning at one's own pace without the individualized learning component. As you and I talked about earlier, this bait and switch starts with a lack of resources for personalized learning, and leads to canned and ever-more standardized course packages - a far cry from an education tailored to the unique needs of each individual child! Thanks for another interesting post, Tara.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ▼  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ▼  June (14) Saanich board convinces gov't to release hold-back... BC teachers vote 90% in favour of job action Trustees give raise for themselves, but propose ze... Why does the CUPW dispute matter for teachers and ... Community Social Services workers prepare for job ... BCPSEA, Gov't and Trustees: Proposing Wisconsin No... A 21st Century Educator Personalized Learning: Portfolio writ large? The myth of the "me too" clause Saanich Board submits deficit budget BCPSEA: Fostering division and polarization or pro... Wondering what "personlized learning" means? Just ... Strategic facilities plans - a plan for more schoo... Back to the Future? Will the Liberals under Christ... ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=10124&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 5, April 2003 I am glad I attended the AGM because... I’m glad I attended, because now I’ve seen the work of the BCTF from the inside. In the past, I have observed and often supported our union in its directions, but I have at times questioned decisions made on my behalf. I’ve taught for 20 years and this is my first experience at an AGM. I would recommend it to all teachers so that they can see the decision-making process in action. It was encouraging to see the mandate from 60% of the delegates to strengthen all areas of professional development. I see this as a giant, positive step toward redefining public perception so that our union is seen as representing professionals who are informed and up-to-date—proof that the education of B.C.’s children is foremost in our minds. – Catharine Gilmour, Delta   As a new teacher and union representative, I was a reluctant delegate to this year’s AGM. At the best of times, I struggle to understand the many details behind the very important issues we have been facing. I believed my intelligence and common sense would be obliterated by confusion and anxiety. My fears were unfounded. Delegates were friendly, supportive, and informative. The information came at me slowly through the debate on recommendations and resolutions, clarifying many issues for me. As a new teacher, I had many social opportunities to get to know other teachers around the province and to understand what teaching has become for them. Finally, rather than exhausted by the debate, speeches, and socializing, I felt energized, supported, and much more confident in my role as a teacher, as a union representative, and as a delegate. I want to be part of the process as teachers and union members find approaches and strategies to strengthen our positions as public educators. I also want to increase my knowledge regarding provincial issues that have arisen because of the dramatic funding cuts. In addition, the vote to join the B.C. Federation of Labour was a highlight for me. Listening to Jim Sinclair, president of the B.C. Federation of Labour, speak about the support that comes from all of our brothers and sisters throughout the province was inspiring for me and the other delegates at the AGM. He spoke about similar concerns that professionals in other occupations have experienced and the importance to stand together. We also heard from Catherine Evans, a Vancouver parent who participated in the creation of the video, "Growing the Future," which focusses on the effects the educational cuts have had on parents and their children. She assured us that they would continue to support public education by reaching out to all people in the province. Those speakers reinforced that we teachers are not alone in this struggle, but do have public support. That was heartening for me, as I often have felt isolated because of the negative reports on the radio, TV, and in the local papers. I am glad I attended the AGM, if only for the increased awareness of the actual public support we have in our present struggle. The Surrey Teachers’ Association was an immense help in preparing me for this AGM. After 14 hours of reviewing recommendations, resolutions, and BCTF policies and procedures, I felt more prepared to participate in the process. – Sheila Renyard, Surrey   This AGM re-affirmed my faith in teachers as the most credible voice in the debate on public education. We talked about ensuring student safety in our classrooms, advocating, and developing strategies for improving working and learning conditions, and obtaining sufficient funding and resources to meet the needs of students while simultaneously re-affirming our belief that our schools and students should not be for sale or used for commercial purposes. I left feeling energized and enthusiastic about the work teachers are doing to promote and protect public education. – Sarbrinder Lalli, Surrey   As a new teacher, I felt it important to understand the process through which our union works. The AGM has provided insight to province-wide issues and concerns dealt with by the BCTF. Also, I have learned about the varied needs of teachers in B.C. – Katherine Sinnott-May, Campbell River   Attending this AGM opened my eyes to the policy process of our union. Knowing first hand the respect the delegates have toward the grassroots concerns of teachers confirms my assumption that the BCTF is one of the finest democratic bodies in the world. I truly enjoyed the open expression of ideas, similar or different, that were always conducted in a civil fashion. This AGM provided inspiration for both new and experienced teachers. The mixture of generations, in informal and formal settings, shows the overwhelming commitment of teachers to their union. – Graham Gomme, Shuswap)
(20141006,globalnews.ca,http://globalnews.ca/tag/bc-teachers-strike/util/widgetrpc,BC Teachers Strike | News, Videos & Articles Your Region: National BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg On TV: Global National Sections National National sections Locals Local sections Watch Watch sections Search Canada Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released Sections Health Money Consumer Tech Entertainment Environment Science Lifestyle Sports Featured Canada World Politics Investigations Canada Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released Your Region National Change BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Health Money Consumer Tech Entertainment Environment Science Lifestyle Sports Jump to a Region National BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Man trying to reach Bermuda in inflatable bubble rescued by Coast Guard Schedule NowGlobal National 7:00pmEntertainment Tonight More Programs Global National The West Block 16x9 The Morning Show More Personalities Dawna Friesen Carolyn Jarvis Liza Fromer Tom Clark More News Major snowfall covers N. Manitoba Entertainment ‘Gone Girl’ wins weekend box office News Journalist with Ebola arrives at US hospital Canada Quebecor sells off Sun newspaper chain News Crowdfunded bus debuts in Toronto Entertainment Depardieu reveals past as escort, thief Canada MPs debate motion for airstrikes in Iraq Sports NBA extends television deals for 9 years Trending Maple Syrup Heist Hong Kong protests Iraq crisis Luka Magnotta Ebola outbreak enterovirus D68 Ukraine Retail Wars http://globalnews.ca/tag/bc-teachers-strike/"> News Live blog Daycare Options Wages Class Size What is E80? Class Composition Video Latest BC Teachers Strike Videos 02:08 News Hour BC Inner city teacher turns to crowdfunding for needy kids 01:59 News Hour BC Back to school, three weeks late 01:27 News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Will the school year be extended? 02:39 Noon News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: What can kids expect? 02:19 News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Results of the vote tonight 05:03 Noon News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Teachers voting today 04:12 News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Big questions remain 10:13 BC 1 BC teachers dispute: Union leader Jim Sinclair weighs in on deal 03:10 Noon News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: BCTF urged to vote yes 03:11 News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Deal details 01:44 News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Deal reaction 01:44 News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Back to school shopping 01:57 News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Finally, a tentative deal 06:59 BC 1 BC teachers dispute: Is it a good deal? 05:21 BC 1 BC teachers deal: Is the new deal affordable? 06:34 BC 1 BC teachers dispute: What will the school year look like? 15:57 News Hour BC Press conference: BCTF president Jim Iker on tentative deal 02:11 Global National BC teachers strike: Tentative deal reached, school may start Monday 15:20 News Hour BC Press conference: Premier Christy Clark and Peter Fassbender on tentative deal 06:31 BC 1 BC teachers dispute: Press conference review Latest BC Teachers Strike News Global News October 5, 2014 10:07 pm Coquitlam teachers fighting over pay Lori Leonard thought the protests were behind her, but the Coquitlam teacher is dusting off her picket sign once again. Continue reading → BC 1 September 27, 2014 2:02 pm Cheques for school strike money to be mailed in late October Cheques for the $40 a day promised to parents of children aged 12 and under during the education dispute will be mailed out in late October. Continue reading →   What is this? Branded content is written by or on behalf of our sponsor and not by Global News' editorial staff. If you'd like to learn more... What is this ? X What is this? Branded content is written by or on behalf of our sponsor and not by Global News' editorial staff. If you'd like to learn more... More stories below Global News September 24, 2014 1:34 am Children at Silverdale Elementary return to class in middle of construction site Students at Silverdale Elementary, a small school in Mission, have started off their year on a construction site. Continue reading → BC 1 September 22, 2014 7:50 pm Elementary school teacher sets up crowdfunding page for classroom supplies For teachers, going back to school also comes at a cost. Continue reading → BC 1 September 22, 2014 8:10 am BC teachers’ strike: Will the school year be extended? Public school students will be back in classrooms across B.C. on Monday amid lingering questions about how the education dispute will affect the school year. Continue reading → BC 1 September 20, 2014 1:36 pm B.C. students getting ready to go back to school on Monday Shoppers are expected to be out in droves this weekend across B.C., stocking up on school supplies. Continue reading →   What is this? Branded content is written by or on behalf of our sponsor and not by Global News' editorial staff. If you'd like to learn more... What is this ? X What is this? Branded content is written by or on behalf of our sponsor and not by Global News' editorial staff. If you'd like to learn more... BC 1 September 17, 2014 7:23 pm B.C. teachers ponder tentative deal ahead of vote The initial euphoria of getting a negotiated deal in the bitter B.C. teachers’ strike has worn off and now more than 40,000 union members are tallying their wins and losses before voting on the contract. Continue reading → BC 1 September 17, 2014 2:00 pm Questions about Pro-D Days in B.C. as tentative deal reached in dispute But for school districts that have Pro-D Days scheduled for Monday, many are wondering if those will be rescheduled or cancelled so the kids and teachers can get back in the classroom as soon as possible. Continue reading → More stories below BC 1 September 17, 2014 8:30 am Teachers to vote on tentative deal on Thursday: the details Here is what is known about the tentative six-year deal between the BCTF and government that teachers will vote on this Thursday Continue reading → Global News September 16, 2014 10:49 pm Full text of communication to teachers from the BCTF Read the full text of the e-mail that the BCTF sent to B.C. teachers today after the announcement of a tentative deal. Continue reading → Load More Popular Now Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released 20224 How does Ebola spread? 5 things you need to know 18659 Accused Madeleine McCann Twitter troll found dead 9985 Ebola: 5 reasons why an outbreak is highly unlikely in Canada 7298 UPDATE: What’s the best, cheapest Canadian cellphone plan out there? 5891 Featured Content Canada Ebola: 5 reasons why an outbreak is highly unlikely in Canada What are the chances of an Ebola outbreak taking off in Canada? It isn’t likely, according to experts. And here are a number of reasons why. Continue reading → Environment Are we in the midst of a mass extinction? There have been 5 mass extinctions — the loss of 75 per cent or more of the world’s species — in Earth’s history. Scientists now believe that we are at the early stages of the sixth. Continue reading → Health Lab-grown penises may soon be ‘ready for testing’ on humans Researchers in North Carolina say penises grown in laboratories could “soon be ready for human testing,” offering hope for men who have had traumatic injuries or penile cancer. Continue reading → Canada Meet Rachel Parent — the teen fighting for GMO labelling in Canada Rachel Parent is a 15-year-old activist. Her goal: mandatory labelling in Canada of all genetically modified organisms, or GMOs that are found as ingredients in food. Continue reading → Canada Abandoned puppies on the mend Twenty hungry, cold and flea-infested puppies found in a Saskatchewan field are now being nursed back to health at Battleford’s Humane Society. Continue reading → Science Everything you need to know about Wednesday’s lunar eclipse On Oct. 8, Canada will be treated to its second lunar eclipse of the year. Find out what you can expect. Continue reading → Canada Can homegrown food win the climate change war? Wondering what’s the single most effective way to combat climate change? Plant a garden. Continue reading → Canada 16×9: An investigation into illegal lumber Timber thieves are stealing wood from the Russian Far East, processing it in China and then shipping it to North America, a 16×9 investigation has found. Continue reading → Highlights Hounds of Parliament: As commuting cyclist and budget watchdog, Frechette must make his presence known Frechette draws a line distinguishing his personality as a cyclist and as the parliamentary budget officer. But surely there’s a parallel between the assertive man he is on a bike and in the role of PBO? Continue reading → Email alerts Sign up for FREE daily Globalnews.ca newsletters and breaking news alerts Email Address National Daily News National Breaking News By clicking on the submit button, I have read, understood and agreed to our privacy policy Twitter Follow globalnews 20 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews USA Swimming suspends #MichaelPhelps for 6 months glbn.ca/ClLU9 pic.twitter.com/nqC3dQ3NhL 20 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews Hillary Clinton: military action against ISIS “critical” and “essential” globalnews.ca/news/1600343/w… #cdnpoli 32 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews Boy left in car during church choir practice dies glbn.ca/ClKBB Jump to a Region BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Connect Facebook Twitter Google+ RSS Contact Us Global News About Us Privacy Policy Principles & Practices Terms & Conditions Copyright Shaw Media Advertise Open Data © Shaw Media Inc., 2014. All rights reserved. Follow Follow “Global News” Get every new post delivered to your Inbox. Join 3,820 other followers Powered by WordPress.com Shaw Connect Expand News Entertainment Entertainment Home Celebs Movies TV Music Living Lifestyle Food Home & Living Sports Money Tech Travel Breaktime Autos Watch TV Online All Sites Global Global News Food Network HGTV History Television Showcase Slice DTOUR ET Canada National Geographic Movietime Lifetime H2 DIY Action NG Wild Mystery IFC BBC Deja Vu Twist)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "October is #FosterFamilyMonth. Thank you #BC for opening your homes and hearts to more than 5,900 children and youth." @John_Yap - 11:14pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/IssuesInEducation.aspx?id=5766&printPage=true,BCTF > May 4, 2006 Letter to Minister Bond  	BCTF > Issues in Education  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Issues in Education > Bill 33 by fax: 250-387-3200 May 4, 2006 Honourable Shirley Bond Minister of Education PO Box 9045 Stn Prov Govt Victoria, BC V8W 9E2 Dear Ms Bond: On behalf of the BCTF, I am writing to address Bill 33, the Education (Learning Enhancement) Statutes Amendment Act. The Federation views the extension of class-size limits to Grades 4–12 and class-composition guarantees as a positive step. Teachers, who took a courageous stand last fall in order to secure learning conditions improvements, are heartened to see some progress and acknowledge that the government has moved from previously held views. The BCTF believes that it’s critical that adequate funding be provided to school boards to implement the legislative changes successfully, and to ensure that BC’s students actually receive the benefits of Bill 33. The Federation has long held the view that class-size limits and class-composition guarantees are necessary and will improve the learning situations for students across BC. However, the BCTF is also very clear that the implementation of Bill 33 should not come at the expense of other services and programs. To avoid this being the case, boards must have adequate resources to implement the provisions of the legislation. At this time, the BCTF would like to convey to government, once again, the Federation’s commitment to successful inclusion of students with special needs. It is our firm belief that all students deserve a quality public education experience, with the opportunity to be included and succeed. To ensure that this is the case, resources must be in place to support students with special needs and provide the education program that enables their success. The BCTF would also like to register a number of concerns with Bill 33, as outlined below. The Federation requests the opportunity to meet with you to expand on the concerns and discuss solutions, and would make representatives available to do so at any time. The BCTF believes that the requirement for the teachers’ consent in Grades 4–7 should be expanded to Grades 8–12. The Bill does not recognize the special considerations in shop, lab, and home economics classes. A limit of 24 students in these particular classes would address specific and serious safety concerns, and enable teachers to safely proceed with the necessary “hands on” experiences that students require in these classes. The BCTF is very concerned about the timelines in the legislation and believes that the process needs to be shortened considerably. Under the current timelines, the process of finalizing class sizes could possibly take until mid-November. With shorter timelines in place, a greater degree of certainty and stability at the school level will be achieved. The legislation does not include the provision of a ratio for non-enrolling, specialist teachers to numbers of students. An adequate number of specialist teachers, including teacher-librarians, ESL teachers, counsellors, learning assistance teachers, resource teachers, and others, is necessary to support students and ensure their success, and provide a quality public education experience for all students. There is no reference in the legislation to class-size limits for the alternate programs and special programs that exist to meet the diverse needs of students. These classes have traditionally had lower class-size limits in order to provide the appropriate support and learning environment for the students involved. For example, in the past, certain types of special classes have had limits in the range of 8–12 students. The particular needs of ESL students, and students that clearly require extra support but do not currently qualify as special needs, are not addressed in Bill 33. The BCTF requests that government consider these concerns and address them through changes in the wording of Bill 33. Once again, it must be noted that the Federation considers the legislation a step in the right direction. The BCTF looks forward to further dialogue with government on the learning conditions in BC’s schools. Yours truly, Jinny Sims President cc: John Horgan, Opposition Critic for Education)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12862&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2000 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 12, Number 7, May/June 2000 Buddy-up to a real audience for writing by Andy Pfeiffer “What? Your English 12 students write children’s books?” “Well, actually, I dedicate a whole unit to children’s literature in Grade 12.” “Oh…so…do you get much snow in Revelstoke?” This is the discussion with some of my colleagues when I talk about one of the more worthwhile projects I do with my senior English students. Surprise, concern, and incredulity are the reactions that I get from some teachers and parents, but from my students I get skillful writing, a deep commitment to do their best, and an emotional attachment to their writing that is seldom seen in a classroom. It is not difficult to understand why critics would react in a less than supportive manner to my Little Buddy Project. English 12 is, after all, an academic course that not only meets the requirements to graduate, but also helps students prepare for the language activities that they will experience in colleges and universities. So what is the rationale for such activities in a senior English class? Project outline Groundwork for this activity begins during the first week of classes where I begin to foster an open and thoughtful forum in my classroom—an environment where creativity is praised and ideas are shared without prejudice. Two or three months later, the Little Buddy Project is introduced to the Grade 12s. They are told that they will each be paired-up with a Grade 3 student and, after three separate visits, they will create a quality, hardcover children’s book that they will give to their buddy to keep. As a group, my English 12 students decide how best to get to know their little buddies during our first one hour visit to the neighbourhood elementary school: usually an interview with formal questions is their choice. After the Grade 12s first visit and get acquainted with the Grade 3s, an in-depth lesson on children’s literature is given covering topics ranging from how best to write it, to types of illustrations, to the relationships between text and pictures. Many examples of storybooks are read and students begin writing a draft of their stories. Since my expertise in the area of children’s literature is limited, I sought and solicited an expert in this area to give the lesson. Nathan Senner, a colleague on staff, graciously offered his knowledge of children’s literature and presented a lesson to my English 12s. For our second visit to the elementary school, the Grade 12s are armed with a draft copy of their story to read to their little buddies. The Grade 3 students help to collaborate on the story giving their reactions and helping to develop the plot, characters, and illustrations. This second visit is crucial in the project because, from it, a definite rapport and emotional relationship begins to develop between the big and little buddies. The bond that is established is the key element of this project. Back in class, after more revision, rewriting, and editing, students place text and illustrations in a mini-book or storyboard and work on the final stages of their book. Soon after, a lesson on how to physically construct a quality hardcover-bound book is presented by Sue Leach, another teacher on staff whose expertise and advice are critical to the success of this project. The entire Little Buddy Project ends with the third visit when the bright-eyed Grade 3s come to Revelstoke Secondary School, tour the school with their big buddies, and share some quality buddy time together. The big and little buddies find an appropriate sharing spot, and the Grade 12s show the books to the Grade 3s, first by reading and enjoying it, and then by giving the book to them to keep permanently. Smiles abound and even an occasional hug is shared as the sticky hands clutch their new treasures—books dedicated, written, and illustrated exclusively for them. After the last little buddies walk out of the high school, we go back upstairs to our classroom and debrief. I pose this question: “Do you believe this is a valid activity in English 12?” In the four years that I have organized this project the overwhelming majority of students have said, yes, it is one of the most enjoyable and worthwhile assignments they have completed. “I really worked hard on my book. I didn’t want to let my little buddy down.” “I was writing for someone else this time—not just the teacher.” “I’ve never spent so much of my own time completing a project before.” The Little Buddy Project is one of the few examples in my English class where students become emotionally attached to their writing, and it is not because I urge or inspire them and it is not because I assign a mark worth a certain amount. Students become attached to their writing because for the first time a real live human being is their audience. Sure, I read and evaluate their children’s books as I do most written work, but this time my marks and my impressions have little bearing on the Grade 12s. The assessment that matters most to them is found in the faces of their new 8 year-old friends. How can I, as a teacher, substantiate the positive effects of the Little Buddy Project? What theoretical-practical support is there for such an activity? In the writing process, providing an audience for student work has long been understood by researchers and teachers as important. Many teachers, though, tend to focus more on pre-writing, drafting, and editing skills. Sure, we sometimes pay homage to the importance of publishing in the writing process by trying everything from guided imagery to pen pals in class (Booth, 1987, p. 75). Although these attempts at sharing student writing are pedagogically sound, English teachers often fail to provide “the real audience other than the teacher [which] has been shown to improve greatly the quality of writing” (Moore, 1998, p. 204). Recent research continues to support the strong relationship between effective learning and having an “orchestrated, authentic experience” (Caine, 1997, p. 120). The Little Buddy Project, though, goes beyond even Caine’s suggestions since it actually creates a real and authentic audience. In my research, surprisingly, I found only one clear example of another teacher using the creation of children’s books as a way to provide a real and authentic audience for senior high school students (Draper, 1990, p. 67). In this case, an inner-city school in New York City successfully used a similar project to help dysfunctional students with their writing. The same article also noted that another place where authentic audiences can be found for student writing is in long-term health care facilities. In the effort to find even more real audiences for students, Draper has her high school students visit seniors and then get to know them and listen to some of their stories (Draper, 1990, p. 67). After one or two visits, an emotional attachment forms between the students and the seniors. From this elder buddy project one could also imagine some excellent pieces of student writing. Creative, thoughtful, and precise written work is certainly one of the more pedagogically important aspects of the Little Buddy Project, but there are also many intangible rewards. For example, a much greater sense of community develops as the positive relationships between the buddies extend beyond the walls of the school and reach out into the community. Also, collegially, this project is valuable since it brings together teachers from different disciplines and from both elementary and secondary schools. As a young boy, I was often guided by my father’s sage advice, which included, “Son… there’s no substitute for the real thing.” So, just as I know that I’ll be shovelling snow off of my roof again this winter, I know that providing real audiences for student work is both a practically and a theoretically sound way of improving student writing. Andy Pfeiffer teaches at Revelstoke Secondary School, Revelstoke. References available on request.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Touring a natural gas drilling rig with @MLA Mike Bernier, and Brian from EnCana http://t.co/AifdJ4H07b" @Teresa_Wat - 06:01pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=24450&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 3, November/December 2011   BC’s Education Plan: Experiments with kids’ learning By Larry Kuehn   Sweeping changes on tight timeline A lot of official chat about a dramatic change in BC’s education system has been around the province for a couple of years. Only recently has a more detailed, but still somewhat vague, outline of the Ministry of Education plan appeared. It calls for significant change, but no more money. Education Minister George Abbott made the official public announcement in Richmond at a meeting of BC Student Voice, a program that brings together select secondary school student leaders, organized by the BC Principals’ and Vice-Principals’ Association and financed by the Ministry of Education. Clearly, using this venue for the announcement was intended as symbolic of placing students at the centre of the planned revolution in education in BC. This announcement of the “BC Education Plan” lists five elements: Personalized learning for every student Quality teaching and learning Flexibility and choice High standards Learning powered by technology. Most of the immediate media reaction to the announcement focused on technology. The specifics put forward by the minister included encouraging students to bring their smartphones and iPads to class for the teacher to incorporate into their teaching. Bloggers immediately focused on two negatives: one was the inequality that is inevitable if some students can use these technologies while those from families with fewer resources have to make do without. The “occupy” movement has clearly made issues of inequality top of mind. Some other comments questioned whether the focus on technology is really appropriate. For example, the referenced recent New York Times article reporting that even many of the people working in high-tech jobs in Silicon Valley choose to send their children to schools without computers and with a focus on the development of humane qualities. “BC’s Education Plan” at www.bcedplan.ca/welcome.php provides a description of the proposal, and includes a section for public conversation called “engage.” Within days, the blogs attracted comments that ranged from support for radical change incorporating technology to concerns about the lack of funding to make changes work. One commentater cautioned “Let’s be very suspicious of glitzy PowerPoints and videos that are long on Rousseauian slogans and short on detail.” While the minister has implied that the BCTF had been consulted, teachers were not formally consulted on the plan before it was announced. Competency-based education One central theme comes through the description of this transformation agenda—that education will be centred on “competencies.” Our current structure of curriculum is based on subject matter and skills. Many, many intended learning outcomes frame both what we teach and to a lesser degree, how we teach. In contrast, the competency-based approach has very broad objectives, but is somewhat agnostic about the content or approach to teaching it. This is where the “personalization” comes in. The content is not primarily determined by the curriculum, but rather the student has a great deal of choice of content and the teacher’s role is to steer the student learning toward the competencies. What are these competencies? Competencies have been articulated in a variety of ways. Education Minister Abbott identified in an opinion editorial released on October 13: “…key competencies like critical thinking, insight and teamwork.” Defining competencies is a main topic of discussion on the ministry website, as noted above. The plan calls for a six-month process where the ministry will work with “education partners” to “define competencies; design overall curricular organization; identify K–12 performance standards requirements; and develop curriculum and assessment frameworks.” This is six months to do a redesign of the framework for all of K–12 education. This process of reframing is central to the rest of the plan—it is the place where teachers will learn what the government expects them to do. The other central theme is “personalized learning.” It is defined on the plan website as follows: “Under the Plan, teachers, students and parents will work together to make sure every student’s needs are met, passions are explored and goals are reached. This means student-centered learning that’s focused on the needs, strengths, and aspirations of each individual young person. Students will play an active role in designing their own education and will be increasingly accountable for their own learning success. It’s all about putting students at the centre of education. That means giving teachers and schools the flexibility to make sure each student is well served by their educational program. Each student is unique and our education system will support each student’s interests and ways of learning.” The implication of this is that a personal learning plan will be developed for every student, with participation of the student, parents, and teacher. Can you hear the secondary teacher now asking how am I going to create 200 individual, student learning plans, engaging the student and parents in the process? The focus on individual student learning plans makes clearer why the education minister keeps saying class size isn’t important—he seems to expect that your students will all be on individual plans, grouped around projects and not classes as we have known them. This transformation of the education system—focused on competencies and personalized student learning plans—is on a fast track. The timeline in the plan is the end of the 2013–14 school year. The work to be done in that time frame is extensive: define the competencies (hopefully more specifically than “insight”), redesign teaching practice to focus on competencies, create performance standards for K through 12, “design, and pilot and implement student plan and standards based report card that is aligned with competencies/performance-standards.” How can we change at this speed? A key element in the plan, according to the minister, is “learning empowered by technology.” We can do it all because technology allows for rapid social/pedagogical transformation, seems to be the minister’s message. Online, compulsory “professional learning” is implied. District superintendents are supposed to be the leaders in this transformation, indentifying “champions” to define it. Of course, superintendents have been rather busy at the start of this school year with doing supervision of students. (On the other hand, one could say that their jobs have already been transformed, albeit temporarily.) Nothing substantial for students with special needs As part of the plan, a ministry staffperson has been given four months for the task of developing a recommendation for revised policies and procedures for students with special needs “through provincial dialogue.” The review is to look at “special education in the context of personalized learning to ensure every student’s needs are met in light of the five key elements of BC’s Education Plan.” What will it take to graduate? Redefining a graduate is also high on the transformation agenda. In a four-month period, the minister is supposed to have a report that will “define attributes of a graduate and determine graduation requirements.” The minister’s op-ed piece suggested what this will mean: “We will expand our current learning credential program to better recognize learning that takes place outside of the classroom—like arts, sports, science and leadership programs.” The team that is supposed to define the standards for graduation is to be made up of “leading community members.” The ministry has in the past expressed concern that the BC’s school completion rate has been on a plateau of about 80% in recent years, while some other provinces have improved their graduation results. They fail to acknowledge that provinces improving graduation rates have also improved funding for the system as a whole, as well as funding for professional development led by the teacher unions. One way to increase to the desired result of more graduates, of course, is to change the definition. Reducing the requirements for graduation, giving credit for community activities in place of school courses, may be a strategy for increasing the graduation rate. Technologies of control and alignment: BCeSIS-v2.0 BCeSIS crashed and is currently burning itself out. So what will replace it? The decision to axe BCeSIS was probably made easier by the fact that it would be totally inadequate for the new BC Education Plan—the technology would have to be changed anyway. What technology, then, would the plan require? To see that, one needs to refer back to the structure of the proposed system. Each student is to have a personal learning plan, developed by the student, parent, and teacher—and similar to the current Individual Education Plan for a student with special needs. It is to be largely based on competencies and skills and the plan for any one student may be significantly different from that for another student. Students will also work in question or project groups. Then, for each of the competencies and skills, performance standards, presumably with a rubric, are to be built into the system and reported on a standardized provincial report card, according to the plan. Somehow the personalized student learning plan is going to be customized for the individual, yet the performance is to be reported on a standardized report card. As a secondary teacher with a student load of 200, you might have 200 different learning plans and the performance standards, assessment, and record-keeping that goes with each separate student’s learning plan. That is a lot of data for the personalized reporting on 600,000 students in BC. Should the replacement of BCeSIS be another centralized database? Think about all that data—the storage needed in a central database and the amount of bandwidth to get it all there. With the problems we have already experienced for the last five years with BCeSIS, it seems sensible not to centralize all that data in one place. However, a new single, centralized system is proposed—implicit in BC’s Education Plan is the development of BCeSIS-version 2.0. And the timeframe for doing it is very tight. BCeSIS is on a destroy and replace timeline of 2013. And a new system that would meet the needs of personalized learning would have to be in place for the transformation to personalized learning, scheduled for completion at the end of the 2013–14 school year. Given the experience with BCeSIS-version1.0, how could that be the option chosen by the ministry? The need for a huge and complex centralized data system comes down to the paradox of personalization in a neo-liberal system. Objectives are set centrally—competencies, skills, whatever—and the student and teachers are told they can design their approach to the way to those objectives. But that is not left as a matter of trust, not trust of those directly involved, nor trust of those responsible at the school district level. The control is actually held at the centre, with the centralized database providing the data for the “dashboard” telling how the system is doing on the centrally set performance standards. (If this seems far-fetched, go to the IBM presentation on the superintendents’ association website and work through their slides.) The central source of data is key to central control, ensuring everyone at all levels is aligned with the centrally set goals. The desire for accountability to the centre is a key driver for BCeSIS-version2.0. No funding, and kids bring their own gadgets Reporters who covered the minister’s public announcement of BC’s Education Plan saw the story as being about technology—and noted a lack of funding to make it a reality. They were right—the plan is technology from beginning to end: technology in the content, technology in “professional learning,” and technology in the system of documenting and reporting on learning. And the students will use technology by bringing their personal communication gadgets to use in class. “Alignment” aims to fix the teacher One theme of BC’s Education Plan is “alignment.” This is a soft way of saying that those who work in the system will be forced to follow the centrally set direction. On the other hand, “flexibility and choice” is also a theme, seemingly the opposite of alignment enforced on the teacher. The contradiction can be easily explained. The flexibility and choice is for the students and the employer. The alignment is for the teacher to ensure they are on the ministry program. In fact, “fixing the teacher” is a central theme implied in the “BC Education Plan.” To ensure the teacher is “fixed,” BCPSEA has been told to strip the collective agreement of fair protection for teachers and their conditions of work. • ”We will…make sure that Professional Development days are used to enhance educators’ knowledge-base and professional expertise.” Deputy Minister James Gorman told the superintendents that the ministry would “align in-service professional development with school district and government policy objectives.” BCPSEA has put employer control of professional development on the bargaining table. • “Working British Columbians in most professions participate in performance evaluation sessions with their employer. Principals will be doing the same with teachers.” BCPSEA has put annual evaluation by principals on the bargaining table, with teachers being fired after one negative performance review. • Demands for flexibility and choice in organizing classes: management of human resources to “control costs and direct limited resources to student learning.” Flexibility is translated at the bargaining table by BCPSEA as stripping seniority and post and fill provisions that currently set rules for assigning teaching work. Existing contract items protect teachers from arbitrary decisions of administrators—“flexible” in practice often means arbitrary. • “Flexible learning paths for students—when, where and how learning takes place” sounds a lot like distributed, online learning, which has no provisions for putting boundaries around hours of work or number of students being taught. • “Maximum flexibility for school districts to vary school day, school year and instructional time” and “enable individualized learning time for each student and early or late starts” appear at the bargaining table as proposals to give arbitrary power to boards to set the calendar and define an extended school day. Larry Kuehn, director, BCTF Research and Technology Division )
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(20141007,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/bctf/status/509588313028960256?screen_name=bctf&id=509588313028960256,BCTF on Twitter: "E80: what lawyer Joel Bakan has to say | Vancouver Sun http://t.co/Cvl1ZGiq4k  #bced #bcpoli #bcunion" Twitter Search query Search Twitter Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Language: English Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Have an account? Sign in New to Twitter? Join Today » Sign In Phone, email or username Password Sign in Remember me Forgot password? Already using Twitter via text message? Follow Following Unfollow Blocked Unblock Pending Cancel BCTF ‏ @bctf Sep 9 E80: what lawyer Joel Bakan has to say | Vancouver Sun http://blogs.vancouversun.com/2014/09/09/e80-what-lawyer-joel-bakan-has-to-say/ … #bced #bcpoli #bcunion Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Retweets 36 Favorites 15 11:24 PM - 9 Sep 2014 Jessika Rowley ‏ @JessikaAnne12 Sep 9 “ @bctf: E80: what lawyer Joel Bakan has to say | Vancouver Sun http://blogs.vancouversun.com/2014/09/09/e80-what-lawyer-joel-bakan-has-to-say/ … #bcpoli #bcunion” More legal, neutral info re #bced Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Don’t miss any updates from BCTF © 2014 Twitter About Help Ads info Close Flag this media This has already been marked as containing sensitive content. Flag this as containing potentially illegal content. Submit Cancel Learn more about flagging media Dismiss Close Previous Next Close Go to a person's profile Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Close Retweet this to your followers? Cancel Retweet Close Are you sure you want to delete this Tweet? Cancel Delete Close Block Cancel Block Add a location to your Tweets When you tweet with a location, Twitter stores that location. You can switch location on/off before each Tweet and always have the option to delete your location history. Learn more Turn location on Not now Turn off location Close Profile summary Close Your lists Close Create a new list List name Description Under 100 characters, optional Privacy Public · Anyone can follow this list Private · Only you can access this list Save list Close Close Embed this Tweet Add this Tweet to your website by copying the code below. Learn more Hmm, there was a problem reaching the server. Try again? Include parent Tweet Include media Preview Close Sign up for Twitter Not on Twitter? Sign up, tune into the things you care about, and get updates as they happen. Have an account? Sign in » Close Two-way (sending and receiving) short codes: Country Code For customers of United States 40404 (any) Canada 21212 (any) United Kingdom 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM Haiti 40404 Digicel, Voila Ireland 51210 Vodafone, O2 India 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Indonesia 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » See SMS short codes for other countries Close Confirmation)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/SchoolStaffAlert.aspx?id=19134,BCTF School Staff Alert  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources   For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development The BCTF School Staff Alert ceased publication and is no longer available on the website. Go to the publications page for our current publications. About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13554&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 20, Number 1, September 2007 Thank you! BCTF members are instrumental in mentoring the next generation of teaching professionals. Thank you for supporting pre-service teachers and our teacher education programs. For more information about our programs please contact: Simon Fraser UniversityTrudy Baggett, Program Co-ordinator, Professional Programs, trudyb@sfu.ca, Tel: 604-291-5519, Fax 604-268-7170 Thompson Rivers UniversityNan Stevenson leave, Practica Co-ordinator, TRU B.Ed. Program Geoff Gibbard, Practica Co-ordinator, TRU B.Ed. Program, ggibbard@tru.ca, Tel: 250-828-5243, Fax: 250-371-5510 Trinity Western UniversityKimberly Franklin, Director of Professional Education Programs, Assistant Professor, School of Education, Tel: 604-513-2105, Fax: 604-513-2084 University of BCRobert Shoofey, Program Co-ordinator (Elementary & Middle Years Practica), robert.shoofey@ubc.ca,Tel: 604-822-5243 John Yamamoto, Program Co-ordinator (Secondary Practica), john.yamamoto@ubc.ca,Tel: 604-822-5222 UBCOkanaganDr. Raya Fransila, School Experience Co-ordinator, Faculty of EducationUniversity of British Columbia Okanagan, raya.fransila@ubc.ca, Tel: 250-807-8114 University of Northern BCRicci Dalton, Practicum Placement Co-ordinator, daltonr@unbc.ca, Tel: 250-960-6493, Fax: 250-960-5536 University of VictoriaLuanne Krawetz, Co-ordinator, School Experiences Office, Elementary Teacher Education, lkrawetz@uvic.ca, Tel: 250-721-7870)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/bcaea/membership.html,BCAEA: The Alternate Education Association. A PSA of the BCTF. 		 Home About Us Executive Conference Membership Newsletter Directory ListServe Awards e-Pubs Links Membership Information The BCTF has a PDF file of their PSA Enrollment Form available. Please note this link takes you to the BCTF website. To return here, use the back button on your browser. Membership categories in the BCAEA include the following: Active Membership Active membership shall be open to any person who is an active member of the BCTF upon payment of the appropriate PSA fee. An active member shall be entitled to vote and hold office. Associate Membership Associate membership shall be open to any associate member of the BCTF upon payment of the appropriate PSA fee. An associate member shall be entitled to vote and to hold office in the PSA for positions other than president, vice-president, and representative to an outside agency. Student Membership Student Membership shall be open to any student in a B.C. faculty of education upon payment of the appropriate PSA fee. A student shall not have the right to vote or hold office in the PSA unless he/she has also become an associate member. Retired Teacher Membership Retired teacher membership shall be open to any honorary associate member of the BCTF upon payment of the appropriate PSA fee. A retired teacher/honorary associate member shall entitled to vote and to hold office in the PSA for positions other than president, vice-president, and representative to an outside agency. Honorary Life Membership Honorary Life Membership may be conferred by the PSA. The honorary life member's eligibility to vote or hold office depends upon his/her BCTF member status. Subscribers Subscription is available to any person who is not a regular, associate, student, retired, or honorary life member who subscribes to the PSA journals and newsletters. A subscriber shall not be entitled to vote or to hold office. © 2002- by BCAEA, a PSA of the BCTF. All rights reserved. Last modified:)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media jthornthwaite last tweet "Please join me in recognizing the vital work foster families do for B.C. kids http://t.co/bdYy1yh9Jc #FosterFamilyMonth #northvan #bcpoli" @jthornthwaite - 10:56pm Follow @jthornthwaite BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/SocialJustice.aspx?id=6298,BCTF > Teaching Overseas  	BCTF Social Justice  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources   For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Social Justice > Programs and Workshops > International Solidarity Teaching Overseas Here are a few ideas to explore if you are looking for an international experience, whether classroom teaching or working with teachers. Exchange Teaching For all information concerning teacher exchanges or to apply, please contact the Canadian Education Exchange Foundation. The BC Exchange Teachers’ Association maintains a blog at bcteacherexchange.blogspot.com. Public Library Public libraries have copies of overseas newspapers especially the London Times which publishes an Education Supplement (TES) once a month containing extensive advertising for international teaching positions. The TES Online Jobs web site is a comprehensive source of education job vacancies in the U.K. and overseas. Libraries also have information about international schools and their publication lists. An excellent reference source is The Canadian Guide to Working and Living Overseas: For Entry-Level and Seasoned Professionals by Jean-Marc Hachey, Ottawa: Intercultural Systems. Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) Seek out the local offices or groups of NGOs in your community and volunteer or attend lecture series or other public events. Get your name on mailing lists for newsletters and other publications (mostly free) produced by these organizations. This will plug you into the network and make it possible for you to learn firsthand of overseas possibilities. Many NGOs may also have web sites. To find information about organizations recruiting for overseas positions, the Department of Foreign Affairs and International Trade will provide inquirers with an assessment. Access their web site, call 1-800-267-6788 (24 hour service; select the option concerning Canadians in trouble abroad) or call Ginette Bissonnette, 1-800-387-3124 during business hours. Voluntary Service Overseas lists voluntary teaching assignments in developing countries, and teachers comprise the largest group of VSO volunteers. About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=6930,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 7, May/June 2006 Using a web site to publish course information by Tara Ehrcke When technology is selected and designed with teaching and learning in mind, it can be an extremely useful tool to broaden educational opportunities beyond the classroom. The Internet provides an inexpensive and accessible medium for publishing course resources that can enhance classroom teaching and also provide a rich communication tool for teachers, students, and parents. What does it look like? A course-based web site can run the gamut from very simple, static information to a full fledged online course. In its simplest form, a course web site could include the course outline and how to contact the teacher. A more developed course web site could include assignments, resources (readings, links to web resources, presentation slides, multimedia resources), and due dates. And at the most advanced end, a course web site built with a Learning Content Management System (such as Moodle, Blackboard, or WebCT), could include a calendar of events, assessment feedback, student grades, a forum for questions and answers, and video lectures. How do I get started? The first step in creating a course web site is to find a web server to host your site. There are usually several options: (1) use your school or district server, (2) if you subscribe to high speed Internet at home, you likely have web space with your home account, or (3) use a web hosting service for which you pay a minimal fee. Whichever option you choose, you will need to seek out instructions on how to create your site and post resources on it. Most services and high speed Internet providers will provide detailed instructions when you sign up for an account. If you want to use your school or district server you should contact your local network administrator for assistance. Once you have your web site available, create a web page for your class or for each course you teach. Make sure you show your students how to use it, and have them inform their parents of the information available. Start small and expand your site as your community learns to use it. Take full advantage of what your site provides Once your site is up and running, you can use it to enhance learning opportunities and improve communications. Here are a few suggestions: Post all assignments so that students who miss school can access them from home or from the school computer when they have returned. Post due dates so that both students and parents can easily find them. Post supplementary readings/ activities as enrichment for students who are ahead. Create vocabulary lists with links to online dictionary definitions. Add pages to your site with supplementary information, such as career options and links to post-secondary programs in your subject area. Where can I learn more? Many teachers have learned to create web sites as a professional development activity. If you have an ICT teacher in your district, they may be able to host a web site workshop. There are also courses available through community centres and continuing education programs. Here are some online resources to help get you started. If you subscribe to the Internet using Shaw, learn how to access your web space at www.shaw.ca/en-ca/CustomerCare/InternetSupport/Residential/WebSpace/UsingWebSpace/. If you subscribe to the Internet using Telus, learn how to access your web space at www.mytelus.com/internet/webspace/what/index.vm. Experiment with a free web hosting service (you’ll have a site up and running in 20 minutes) at freewebs.com. Build a site using a WYSIWIG (What You See Is What You Get) editor: Microsoft FrontPage Macromedia Dreamweaver Adobe GoLive And for the truly adventurous, learn how to build your own site from scratch using Hypertext Markup Language at www.w3schools.com/html/default.asp. Tara Ehrcke is an ICT teacher at Spectrum Community School, Victoria. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140925,ppen.ca,http://ppen.ca/learn-more/,Learn More - NEW - Protect Public Education Now ↓ Skip to Main Content “Public education is the primary foundation in any civilized democracy… Any weakening of universal public education can only be a weakening of democracy.” - John Ralston Saul Home A Coordinated Plan BC Skills For Jobs Blueprint CALENDAR Latest posts Learn More – NEW Letters Links Petition Related Articles See Blueprints BC Taking It To The Streets Campaign Home › Learn More – NEW Learn More – NEW A must watch video on alternatives for funding BC Public Education  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hIYV4aajS_0 A must watch video on E80 and the Teachers Court Case  http://globalnews.ca/video/1554649/legal-perspective-on-proposal-e80 E80: what lawyer Joel Bakan has to say http://blogs.vancouversun.com/2014/09/09/e80-what-lawyer-joel-bakan-has-to-say/ Joel Bakan, University of British Columbia law professor and a constitutional law scholar, has weighed in on the controversial proposal, E80, which is the employers’ proposal on class size, class composition and specialist teachers. Bakan says he understands the B.C. Teachers’ Federation’s concerns about the possibility that accepting the proposal could negatively affect a court appeal that is to be heard in October. The employer has said that negotiating class size and composition is its No. 1 priority, while the BCTF has made dropping the proposal a condition of entering into binding arbitration. Teachers will vote tomorrow (Wednesday, Sept. 10) on whether to end their strike if the government drops E80 and enters binding arbitration. Bakan’s opinion on the proposal is below. “I see a lot of sense in the BCTF’s insistence on eliminating E80 from the package for consideration in binding arbitration. The effect of E80, as I understand it, is to force negotiation on classroom size/composition when the nature and scope of the BCTF’s legal rights in respect to those matters is unknown and pending decisions of the BC Court of Appeal, and possibly the Supreme Court of Canada after that,” Bakan wrote in an email.   “As is true of any negotiation, the respective bargaining positions of each party is determined by the prevailing legal framework concerning their respective rights. One cannot, for example, effectively negotiate a sale of land if the crucial legal issues concerning that land – such as zoning and permitted uses – are uncertain, or pending a court decision. On a larger scale, the relative positions of government and aboriginal negotiators in respect to land claims are profoundly shaped by court decisions on aboriginal title. The same is true of any and every negotiation, including those between BCTF and the government – extant legal rights determine respective bargaining positions. In my view, the BCTF is acting sensibly and reasonably in wanting to eliminate unresolved, yet crucial, legal issues from bargaining. It is not that the BCTF doesn’t want to bargain those issues – as the Minister seems to suggest; it is that they want to wait until the courts have finally determined the respective rights of the parties on those issues before commencing bargaining. That makes eminent sense, as does the proposal to go ahead with binding arbitration on those parts of the dispute that are not currently before the courts. The BCTF’s position would put teachers back in classrooms on terms decided by an arbitrator on matters not before the courts, while leaving negotiation concerning matters that are before the courts to a time when those courts have finally decided upon those matters.”  Christy Clark’s Battle With Teachers Is Personal, Argues Educator http://www.vancouverobserver.com/opinion/christy-clarks-battle-teachers-personal-argues-educator   Premier Clark’s fight with BC teachers is a personal battle.  Clark has waged an ideological battle with teachers that threatens to bring down one of the top public education systems in the world. This is not the first time that Clark has attempted to “shift the balance of control back.”  As a university student in 1988 Clark became the internal relations officer at SFU and immediately went to battle with the unionized staff of the student society.  She won, claiming to want to “shift the balance of control back.”  After becoming student body president in 1989 she was disqualified for not following campaign rules. In 2001, as Education Minister in the Campbell government, she stripped the teacher’s collective agreement of class size and composition language, a move she was told was not legal; advice she did not listen to.  By the time she had become Premier, the first of two court cases based on her actions had been won by the BCTF.  The government, under her leadership, was told to rectify the guilty actions within a year.  The government ignored the request of the court.  The government did not appeal.  A short lived three day strike in 2011 ended up in legislation, Bill 22, which was again challenged in court.  BC Supreme Court Justice Griffin found the government guilty of taking away the teacher’s charter rights, bargaining in bad faith and plotting to provoke a strike for political gain.  They were ordered to restore 2002 class size and composition levels, bargain in good faith and fined the maximum of $2 million.  The court had found the Clark government guilty a second time.  At Clark’s request and taxpayer expense, the government sought and received a Stay in the proceedings. They did not argue the legality of the court decision but that the money that had been taken away from BC’s most vulnerable children was too expensive for BC Taxpayers to return.  The appeal will be heard in October. When BCTF tried to enter into constructive negotiations with BCPSEA, and it looked like it would work, Clark fired the whole Board and replaced it with one executive.  Talks with the teachers immediately took a nasty turn and returned to dysfunction. To further complicate the matter Clark introduced her own ideas without public consultation in the BC Ed Plan and the BC White Paper on Education, the latter demanding teachers accept a 10 year term, reduced security and a plethora of other changes to the system.  Negotiations with the new BCPSEA began, and demands had changed.  The ten year deal was talked about but never tabled, new provisions tabled by the government decreased teacher job security, attempted to change the school calendar, and create a two tiered pay system to just name a few.  E80 and E81 were introduced to bargaining, clauses that would effectively reverse whatever the courts had decided if it was not in the government’s favor.  Bargaining resumed but the government refused to change its position, except to finally table a ten year deal.  Clark herself continued to sell the ten year deal in the background. The BC Skills for Jobs Blueprint was unveiled, providing educational commentators with the first glimpse of plans to not only re-engineer the public education system but predominately privatize it without any public consultation.  It became a made in BC model for public education that closely resembles the problematic No Child Left Behind program introduced by George W. Bush; providing profits for private corporations at the expense of a child’s education.  This is a program that the US is currently trying to pull itself out of.  It was also the first time plans to shift K-12 public education to predominately focus children on working in the LNG industry was introduced. BCTF was left with little choice but to go on strike, a move seemingly welcomed by Clark.  Closer to the school start date negotiations bogged down on the E80 and E81 clauses, a blackout was placed on negotiation details even as Minister Fassbender under Clark’s direction, continued to bargain in the media. Just prior to the school start date mediator Vince Ready became available to provide his services.  BCTF entered the weekend making significant cuts, BCPSEA changed little except for deleting E81.  They retained E80, a clause that would still allow government to erase the decision of the court if it was not in their favor.  After two court victories on legislation presented by Premier Clark back in 2002, this clause was unacceptable to the BCTF.  Talks with Ready broke down and the strike continues. A Clark approved program to pay parents $40.00 per day, money that had previously been saved from the strike in June and belonged to the public education system, was angrily received by parents and touted as a poorly thought out scheme.   Fassbender again made the interview circuit, blaming the teachers for all the problems, the site to inform parents about the $40.00 began spewing out anti teacher messages, tweets and facebook posts by both Clark and Fassbender continued to blame teachers and the BC Education Plan ran anti teacher headers.  On Wednesday Clark hosted a media event, falsely blaming teachers for unlimited massages and an extra-day off for secondary teachers, neither which were true. Clark’s bullying tactics had hit a new low. Clarks tactics have changed little since her SFU days.  Her actions still reflect her desire to “shift the balance of control back.” This time the setting is not the student union at SFU but the BC public education system. The consequences of this game to children, parents, teachers and the survival of the public education system are far greater than they were in her actions as a student back in 1988. Bruce McCloy is a teacher and education advocate with the group BC Voters Supporting BC Teachers and Public Education     Some Background Information  Bruce McCloy Those who do not remember the past are condemned to repeat it “Each way of change in educational reform, especially Post World War 2, has left a legacy – a mixture of strengths and weaknesses, good and bad.  The philosopher George Santayana warned that if we do not learn from the past, we are condemned to repeat it.  History is not a pile of refuse, nor is it a refuge.  Our challenge, in relation to our values and our vision, is to learn from history what we can and to leave behind what we must” (Andy Hargreaves, The Fourth Way, p. 47). Over the past twelve years the provincial Liberal government has taken education on a particular philosophical path.  It has been argued that this path is eerily similar to one followed in Canada, Britain, the US and Australia in the mid 1970s to mid 1980s.  The lessons that we can learn from history is that this era had catastrophic implications on the development of educational reform; implications that many jurisdictions have worked hard to leave behind and some whom are just now emerging from.  Presented here is a list of attributes attributed to this era of catastrophic educational change.   Take a few minutes and look for comparisons to our current Liberal backed educational reforms.  Then look at the implications that the 1970 -1980 educational reforms had on systems in these countries and this will help you better understand and explain to others concerns that BC teachers have for our current system.  It is fair to conclude that those areas that are similar today to the 1970s – 1980s will result in similar implications.  We need to learn from history or our education system will be condemned to the same problems that plagued this very troubling time in our development in education.  Better yet, we must act to demand the changes that we see history is telling us must be changed; or be condemned to repeat them.  If this occurs, it will be our children that suffered – and we can only say that we knew better and did not act.  We have an opportunity to act, we have a responsibility to act. “Those who have the privilege to know, have the duty to act” Albert Einstein Education Reform around the world in the Mid 1970’s Which ones does BC still hold on to today? “This Way of Education enforced greater competition and increased expectations, but at too great a cost to student learning, teacher motivation, and leadership capacity on schools.  The conservative agenda of diminished resources and reductions in teachers’ preparation time, high stakes testing linked to graduation, and accelerating reform requirements exacted high costs on teaching and learning.  Despite its urgent insistence on improvements and equity this way of educational policy, alongside endless and contradictory systems of teaching and testing, had narrowed and dumbed down the curriculum. The funding offered to schools, when it did come, came with deadlines and produced panic-driven measures of short term change.  There were numerous calls throughout these countries for the government to reverse course, and arguments that educational systems must encourage the innovation and creativity needed to compete in a global knowledge economy.  To achieve this privatization of the public school system became a necessary evil.  Students became subject to messages and ideals promoted by private companies in ways that were secretive and unknown to parents.  Anachronistic policies had given schools multiple and contradictory ways to fail, removed creativity from the classroom, and precipitated crises of retention in teaching and leadership … epitomizing the punitive pressures of the top-down style of educational reform (Andy Hargreaves, 2009) . A response to conservative political ideology promoted by leaders such as Ronald Regan and Margaret Thatcher, led to a decrease in government funding for public institutions, downloading of responsibility on local governments away from national / provincial leaders, greater central control over standards and promotion by the government of an active distrust of educators promoting a public mistrust between parents and teachers. A period Educational Reform marked by “deficits of professional motivation and punitive top-down approaches to solving educational issues” (Andy Hargreaves) People began to question how their tax money was being spent Political leaders pushed through full or partial privatization of services and market competition on public services that placed professionals under new pressures to perform Governments acquired as must do situation in education, focused on the present task of getting re-elected, with little to no concern for the past or what will occur in the future Growth of the Charter and private school movement through full to partial government funding and an easing of restrictions making moving to a “better” school easy, acceptable and widely promoted Growth of government funded magnet / specialty schools / academies Reform of secondary school learning with a focus on Vocational education with a de-emphasis on going to university for everyone but those attending affluent private institutions Creation of mentoring and tutoring programs for every individual student (personalized learning) Radical idea that students should have portfolios of diverse assessments and achievement negotiated and discussed on a continuing basis with a mentor teacher A quest for coherence Focus on common educational standards throughout the system Provision for consumer choice Increased directed professional training at the district level Detracking (destreaming) of special needs students into regular programs with little to no financial or teacher training support Destreaming leading to de-labelling, saving costs of special needs supports for the government and forcing the responsibility onto the regular classroom with no additional support Leading policy makers believed that the right combination of market pressures, government guidelines, and site level resources would drive up the quality of teaching, which in turn would raise student achievement Decentralized responsibility combined with tight central government control.  Mandates set by the central government with the responsibility to complete these left with the local School Boards, schools and teachers with a cut in “real” funding to the local organizations Contradiction of larger class sizes combined with a greater focus on personalizing student learning Cuts to specialist teachers Markets were overlaid with growing government centralization and standardization of educational goals.  Performance standards and achievement targets enforced political control of outcomes in public education Increased competition among schools, fueled by publication of rankings of tests results Prescribed, paced and sometimes scripted curriculum content in areas of learning that were more narrowly defined The misuse of literacy coaches as compliance officers, enforcing compliance fidelity Political targets and timetables for delivering improved results Replacement of professional learning by in-service training on government priorities Students redefined as clients, customers or consumers A political attack on the “welfare state” demonizing teachers as thieves of taxpayer’s money Business people and the economic elite saw the new way of the 1970s and 1980s as promoting a sense of urgency, attended to all students equally, increased teachers’ skill levels as a result of a need for higher teacher compliance to political ideals, and moved the profession in a common and accountable direction.  Saw increased accountability measures boosting and equalizing achievement Others welcomed the new commitment to gathering comprehensive data on student achievement, anticipating that more precise information would lead to greater assistance for struggling students such as those in special education programs at their schools. Multi-discipline education was promoted as being a superior way to learn but no changes were made to the delivery model to facilitate this call Standards were easy to write and inexpensive to fund. Scripted and paced literacy programs imposed on districts and on their schools Centralization led to a detailed curriculum, government reducing resources for teachers, mandated high stakes Grade 10 testing linked to student graduation and governments broadcasting doubts about teachers’ commitments to the public good. 1970s to 1980’s: The Implications of this Political Reform -          A system of common  standardized and testable educational standards that made no allowances for different learning styles, programs, geographical locations or student / community needs -          Increased district led professional training created a focus on the needs of the upper powers rather of the child (top down model) -          Detracking of special needs students occurred without proper funding for support -          Classroom teacher, saw the combination of centralized frameworks and initiatives with decentralized responsibility as bewilderingly contradictory o   Example – portfolio assessment were paralleled with standardized tests o   Interdisciplinary initiatives ran alongside of subject-based report cards o   Magnet schools targeted only certain populations but received equal funding o   Private schools could select appropriate students, choosing not to allow in other students, and receive equitable government funding with the added bonus of being able to charge large tuition fees -          Outcomes that were centralized were too vague to serve a purpose yet the expectations were very specific.  Vague outcomes and lack of direct funding made it difficult for teachers to adequately serve detracked students.  It became more difficult in the classroom as more students became unidentified and no longer received funding.  To solve this, districts responded by composing and compiling big binders of highly specific outcomes and giving them out to teachers so they could adapt the curriculum themselves -          Reduced funding combined with centralized expectations and decentralized responsibility led to cuts in order to meet ever decreasing “real” budgets, including larger class sizes leading to less attention for individual children and fewer specialty student services. -          The collapse of the system during this time period was the result of the system’s failure to invest in its people -          A government set on building political fortunes on the promotion of mistrust between teachers and themselves, a continuing economic climate of limited public expenditure and overall financial stringency helped propel many nations into a strident Second Way of markets and standardization. -          Parents who understood how to navigate new provisions for school choice were freed and empowered but students who were not as fortunate to have parents like this suffered greatly and professionals who served them became subject to greater surveillance and government prescription -          The passive trust that parents had as they respectfully handed their children over to teachers who were left to get on with the job was replaced with “active mistrust” between parents and teachers. -          Centralized standards, while easy to write and inexpensive to fund, were revered in administrative and policy circles but resented and resisted in classrooms as out of touch and dangerous for students -          Scripted and paced literacy programs were imposed in many districts and on their schools, leading to a tightening of the bureaucratic screws with increased ferocity. -          Standardization led to a serious loss of innovative energy and teacher creativity -          Standardized tests and norms led to teacher burnout and leaving of the profession as well as a drop in the qualified applicants applying for entry into teacher training -          Student achievement gains often occurred for a year or two in most cases but soon reached a plateau -          Markets reorganized resources but didn’t produce more of them -          Private organizations took control over student curriculums presenting their messages to children in a secretive and mostly undetectable fashion -          Parents had more choices but only the affluent ones knew how to work the system to advance their interests and protect their privileges -          Standards raised the bar but didn’t help children reach it -          As measures of performance rose in tested literacy, rates for reading for pleasure fell -          The costs to the quality, depth, and breadth of children’s learning were considerable. -          School drop outs increased, site-based innovations declined, teacher quality suffered, and so did teacher retention -          The teaching profession displayed the feelings of fear, frustration, and lost effectiveness that this strategy produced -          The result was a “taking away of professional judgement and autonomy” -          Teacher comment from the time “there just seems to be so much focus on meeting the standards set from the outside that I don’t think we get to spend as much time thinking about what we’re doing in the classroom and enjoying it.” -          Many teachers expressed the sentiment that they couldn’t “ deal with the system … and [were] tired of fighting it.” -          The result of this reorganization of education on the teaching profession was profound, decreasing professional motivation and a desire for many to even attempt to enter the profession.  Many who would have made knowledgeable and talented teachers, serving the students well, chose not to enter the profession and use their talents in other areas, leading to a loss for all children and society in general -          The effect of this philosophy focused on the reorganization of education precipitated a crises of sinking professional motivation and lost classroom creativity -          Draconian reforms jacked up short-term gains on state and provincial tests but these did not generalize to other assessments that were immune to test-preparation strategies -          The collateral damage on classroom creativity and on curriculum was just too great Out of the educational reforms of the 1970s and 1980s there was a call for a new way needed in society and, more specifically, in education to restore professional energy and develop the higher levels of creative knowledge and skill development essential for competitive and cohesive knowledgeable societies.  The implications of this era in education are evident.  There are many comparisons between what happened throughout many countries in the 1970s and 1980s to what the BC Liberal government has done to education over the past 10 years and promises to continue doing.  Christie Clark was the Education Minister that began this approach to educaiotnal reform and now she is the Premiere calling for its continuance.  The implications on our system have already begun to show and will continue to shadow those of the 1970s and 1980s.  Will we learn from this history lesson and demand changes, as they have done elsewhere as early as the 1990’s or are we risk allowing history to repeat itself – and force our children into the same problems and concerns that we encountered and should have learned from. Changes are necessary to this already proven devastating philosophy of educational change directed over the past ten years by this government. They have demonstrated a desire not to change the direction. Our children deserve better. In BC we have been locked in to what Hargreaves terms the Second Way for so long we have, for the most part, missed the movement most provinces have made into the Third Way. In BC we have recently undertaken an attempt at the Third Way through the newly anointed but superficial BC Ed program.  The concern is that this program, while talking about the benefits of the “Third Way” ignores, like many other attempts, the limitations. “The educational reform strategies of the Third Way have distracted its founders and followers from their ability to achieve the Way’s original ideals”. (Hargreaves, p. 19).  The result will be concerns that differ little from those that became a reality of the Second Way.  There is another way that the current government could take, referred to by Hargreaves as the Fourth Way.  The BC government, to date, despite ongoing calls from teachers, has ignored moving in this direction.  Instead the government continues to find ways to makes teachers in to the villain allowing them to pursue ways to change education ignoring the past and the future and concerning themselves only about being re-elected in the present.  The Fourth Way of educational change, according to Hargreaves, “can deepen learning, raise standards, reduce the differences in achievement, and build a more creative and cohesive future for us all” (p. 19). As calls from the educational front continue to ring out, and the government continues to vilify those that speak out, it is important that word continues to keep getting out and the public finally realizes that changes in the government are necessary in order to take on the Fourth Way, and rectify the education system from past problems in search of a new and brighter future. One comment on “Learn More – NEW” admin says: July 19, 2014 at 12:49 am test comment Pages A Coordinated Plan BC Skills For Jobs Blueprint CALENDAR Latest posts Learn More – NEW Letters Links Petition Related Articles See Blueprints BC Taking It To The Streets Campaign WHAT CAN I DO NOW? Recent Posts Supreme Court appeal Sign the Petition, Join us to Present It on Monday August 25th at the Legislature! Open Letter: Premier Clark, Negotiate with Teachers Make this Letter Your Own Letter To Christy Clark On Public Education Cuts © 2014 Protect Public Education Now ↑ Responsive Theme powered by WordPress)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/SocialJustice.aspx?id=21722&printPage=true,BCTF > LGBQT videos  	BCTF Social Justice  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Social Justice > Issues > LGBTQ LGBTQ Videos The following two videos are National Film Board of Canada productions. For more information, see the NFB website:  www.nfb.ca. Forbidden Love (84 min) (Adult) c1992 Nine women paint a hilarious, rebellious portrait of lesbian sexuality, against a backdrop of tabloid headlines, book covers, and dramatizations from lesbian pulp novels. Stolen Moments (92 min) (Adult, professional) c1997 An exhaustive look at lesbian history (Europe, USA, and Canada) from the 1920s to the present. It includes old film footage and dramatic recreations, music, comic moments, and memories. Featured are Joan Nestle, Judy Grahn, Audre Lorde, Leslie Feinberg, and other notable women. Although adult-oriented, the video would be useful for mature students wishing to learn more about the forces that shaped modern lesbian culture. Contact Moving Images Distribution for information on the following two videos. Phone: 604-684-3014, or toll-free: 1-800-684-3014; online catalogue at www.movingimages.ca. Gay Spirit (52 min) (Secondary, adult) c1996 Six gays and lesbians talk about their struggle to be out and to be part of their faith communities. They are: a Muslim man living with AIDS, a man brought up Pentecostal, a Jewish lesbian, a Seventh Day Adventist, and two lesbian partners and former nuns. Dr. Martin Brokenleg provides insight into the challenges these individuals have faced. He stresses the importance of overcoming discrimination, and reminds viewers that about 35% of adolescent suicides are by teens questioning their sexuality. Little Sister’s vs. Big Brother (71 min) (Adult, secondary) c2002 Since 1983, Little Sister’s Book & Art Emporium has resisted bigotry, bombings, and books held at the border. The Vancouver bookstore pushed its battle against Canada Customs all the way to Canada’s Supreme Court. Here are many key moments in their battle against censorship—book seizures, personal courage, violence against Vancouver’s queer communities, and court decisions. It also delves into the passions and principles that have driven the four personalities from Little Sister’s in this long struggle. Well-known writers, BC Civil Liberties Association, and ACLU, all speak out in defence of the right of all Canadians to read and view what they choose. The following title is distributed by Vtape. www.vtape.org  Rewriting the Script: A Love Letter to our Families (46 min) (Professional) c2002 This video explores the loves, lives, and sexualities of lesbian, gay, and transgender South Asians in Canada and their families. The subjects, parents and other family members, talk about the struggle to redefine their relationships. The sound quality is mediocre but the stories are compelling and informative. Excellent for parents. The video comes with an extensive discussion guide, for exploring issues of religion, family, community pressures, and strategies for building support. This video can be ordered from the Gay, Lesbian and Straight Education Network. www.glsenstore.org/outside-the-lines-video-and-manual.html  Outside the Lines: The World of the Gay Athlete (17 min) (Secondary, adult) c2000 This ESPN video charts the journeys of two students competing as openly gay athletes in very different climates. Both students movingly reveal their courage and resilience. Great for coaches/educators, the video is accompanied by a 24-page viewing guide with lessons, discussion questions, and other resources for building equity in athletics.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/blogs/research.aspx?blogmonth=2&blogyear=2011&blogid=7524,BCTF Blogs > Research  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources Home > Social Media > Research Blog Search this blog: BCTF Information Services—Research & Reports Provides summaries and links to new reports and studies in the fields of education, labour, and social sciences. Ongoing Battles over Anti-Union Legislation in the United States Permanent link In Idaho yesterday, two education reform bills were passed by the state legislature. The new laws will eliminate tenure for new teachers and current teachers who have yet to obtain a continuing contract, restrict collective bargaining for teachers to salaries and benefits, and introduce merit pay for teachers. "Sponsors of the legislation to limit the state teachers union and hand more power over to the locally elected school boards touted the plan as a way to remove barriers to awarding good teachers and getting rid of less effective teachers." Another bill still in the Idaho Senate would increase class sizes in grades 4 to 12 to free up money to pay for the education reforms - including the merit pay plan, which will cost $38 million in its first year. Legislative attacks on public sector unions continue around the United States: In Wisconsin, Governor Scott Walker's proposed legislation would limit public sector collective bargaining to wages, exempt employees from paying union dues, and would require unions to conduct annual votes amongst their members to reaffirm their legitimacy. The bill has passed in the State Assembly, but the state's fourteen Democratic senators remain in hiding in Illinois, thereby preventing quorum and blocking a vote on the bill in the Senate. In Indiana, Republican legislators have proposed bills that would ban collective bargaining by public employees and that would allow members of private sector unions to opt out of their union dues. The Senate has already passed a bill that limits teacher collective bargaining to wages and wage-related benefits, and another bill that links teacher evaluations to student test scores. Democratic legislators have also left Indiana in order to block quorum in the state House of Representatives.  In Ohio, "Senate Bill 5 would effectively end collective bargaining for state workers and allow hiring alternate workers during a strike. It would end binding arbitration, an option favored by the police and firemen, who are not allowed to strike." In this state, Republicans are in the majority in both the House of Representatives and the Senate, and there are not enough Democratic legislators to block quorum. Following protests by thousands of angry Ohioans last week, Republican Senate leaders agreed to change the bill to allow state workers to negotiate wages, but the bill now includes a provision banning strikes by public employees. More on Ohio here. Protests against proposals for anti-union legislation are expected to spread to other states in the coming weeks. In Tennessee, Republicans are trying to pass legislation that would prevent teachers from bargaining with local school boards. Republicans in Michigan are also taking steps towards curbing union rights. And the House of Representatives in Oklahoma is considering a bill that would eliminate collective bargaining for municipal workers. An alarming article in today's National Post posits that Canada might be next, thanks to the "growing backlash against the generous working conditions enjoyed by the public sector in Canada." From Tuesday's Rachel Maddow Show - an overview of the protests, a debunking of the myth that states are in fiscal crises because of public sector unions, and a discussion of conservative attempts to capitalize on the financial crisis by weakening unions and shifting power to corporations: Visit msnbc.com for breaking news, world news, and news about the economy Last Edited by BCTF Info. Services at 10/03/2011 2:54 PM Comments (0) << February 2011 >> Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat     1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28           Blogroll On Education: Schools for a Civil Society B.C. Education Report (Tracy Sherlock, Vancouver Sun) The Hook/Education Teacher Solidarity UBC Educational Studies blog Where the Blog has No Name Archive April 2014 March 2014 January 2014 December 2013 November 2013 October 2013 September 2013 August 2013 June 2013 May 2013 April 2013 March 2013 December 2012 September 2012 August 2012 November 2011 September 2011 April 2011 March 2011 February 2011 January 2011 December 2010 November 2010 October 2010 September 2010 August 2010 July 2010 June 2010 May 2010 April 2010 March 2010 January 2010 December 2009 November 2009 October 2009 September 2009 Subjects Education Labour Social Sciences Recent Posts Recent Additions to the Information Services Research Files - April 2014 Recent Additions to the Information Services Research Files - March 2014 Recent Additions to the Information Services Research Files - February 2014 Recent Additions to the Information Services Research Files - January 2014 Recent Additions to the Information Services Research Files - December 2013 If you are experiencing technical difficulties, please contact the webmanager@bctf.ca. About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2011/11/victoria-trustee-candidates-my-voting.html?showComment=1321572899802,Staffroom Confidential: Victoria Trustee candidates - My voting card Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Thursday, November 17, 2011 Victoria Trustee candidates - My voting card School Trustees matter. Whether you have children or not, Trustees make decisions that impact your local community - from management of school lands, to direct educational programs for school age children, to integrated community education services for all ages. And the children who grow up in our communities are the future electorate and neighbours - what and how we teach today impacts our communities of today and tomorrow. So how to decide? Here is my Report Card on the Trustee candidates for Greater Victoria. I am voting for five candidates: Catherine Alpha, David Bratzer, Edith Loring-Kuhanga, Diane McNally and Deborah Nohr. Catherine Alpha:Consistently voted against the Superintendent's report on class organization when over 300 classes are set above the legislated limits. Supported, campaigned and voted for a needs budget. David Bratzer: Did an excellent expose on the failed "Stantec Report" commissioned by the Board to simply "cut and paste" rationales for determining school needs based on "efficiency" rather than student learning. Opposed K/1 split classes. Regularly attends Board meetings and does the work to understand Board decision making. Edith Loring-Kuhanga: Comes from the Saanich Board where she supported and voted for a needs budget. Consistent advocate for full funding and smaller class sizes and support for all students. Diane McNally: Tireless advocate for the needs and rights of children. Former teacher and advocate for Reading Recovery and individualized one-on-one instruction to meet student learning needs. Deborah Nohr: Another tireless advocate who has worked for years to improve learning conditions in schools, particularly around class size and class composition. Has worked with school based Parent Advisory Councils and will bring true transparency to Board decision making processes. Former co-chair and founding member of the Victoria Public Education Coalition, and active member of United for Education. I will be "plumping" my vote - only voting for the candidates I want. Although a voter can choose up to nine, it is strategic to vote for only those candidates you really want to see win. I am not voting for eight of the nine incumbent Trustees and I strongly believe it is time for change. In the past decade the Victoria Board has closed seven schools, sold (and long term leased) school properties, cut countless positions at the Board resulting in program cuts, reduced funding for schools (school budgets) and libraries, voted to increase their own salaries in the face of budget cuts and presided over increasing class sizes and composition. They have done little to advocate for Victoria students and have instead simply implemented cuts passed down from the Ministry. Only one incumbent, Catherine Alpha, is getting my vote because of her determined fight to improve classroom conditions by voting against the class organization report. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 3:31 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 3 comments: Nicole B.November 17, 2011 at 3:34 PM Excellent! Now, can you please tell me who to vote for on city council? I can't seem to find the time to do my own homework! ;-)ReplyDelete Tara EhrckeNovember 17, 2011 at 3:52 PM Thanks for the vote of confidence! I follow school Board happenings very carefully...but not City politics as much. I can speak to Ben Isitt, whom I know personally and believe will work for equity and sustainability and social justice. For recommendations, I would suggest the Victoria Labour Council, who make endorsements for all municipalities and school boards. Their information is available at: http://victorialabour.ca/wp3/ReplyDelete Nicole B.November 18, 2011 at 9:55 AM That was very helpful...I'm all set now. Thanks!ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ▼  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ▼  November (8) LRB dismisses BCPSEA application 19th century labour relations for 21st century edu... Change sweeps across many BC school Boards Victoria Trustee candidates - My voting card Is Bill 33 discriminatory? Pearson-alized learning: Guest commentary on #bced... Smartphones or saxophones? bcedplan gets it wrong Teacher activism: Keeping BC's education system st... ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13192,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 1999 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 11, Number 7, May/June 1999 Mrs. Tebbutt is retiring by Janet Amsden Carol Tebbutt is one of 1,200–1,500 teachers who will be retiring this year. In addition to a wealth of knowledge and experience, the Maple Ridge Kindergarten teacher has accumulated a huge store of teaching materials and resources. Her collection, which includes toys, stamps, beads, puzzles, teacher resources, primary picture books, records and tapes, and math manipulative materials is stored in over 150 bankers’ boxes. Each box contains materials related to a theme such as water animals, Christmas, apples, bears, or the farm. “We used to do a theme a week,” she explained. “I don’t change them as often now. There has been so much added to the curriculum every year.” She estimates that she has spent an average of $100 a month—about $50,000—on teaching materials during her 38-year career. But she is not taking them with her! She has been selling the collection at rock-bottom prices. “It feels good to pass things on. Even though someone gives me $4 for a big book I paid $30 for, it feels good to know it will be used with children,” said Tebbutt. “I hope to buy a camera with the proceeds.” She should be able to get a decent camera. “This is wonderful for me,” said Georgina Webster, who also teaches Kindergarten at Golden Ears Elementary. Webster has returned to teaching after a 20-year absence; this is her first year in her own classroom. “When I came here in the fall, I needed math manipulatives. I couldn’t do without them, and there were very few in the classroom. Since September, I’ve spent approximately $2,000 on supplies: story books, bulletin-board displays, craft supplies, resource books, bins, baskets, containers, stickers, posters, pocket charts…” she said. “I don’t tell my husband any more.” Janet Amsden is an assistant director in the BCTF’s Organization Support Division. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8710,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, Number 6, May/June 2004 Healthcare privatization eliminates pay-equity gains B.C. now has the lowest hospital support wages in Canada. Privatization has eliminated 30 years of pay-equity gains and has put B.C. at the bottom of the list nationally when it comes to wages and benefits for women working in health support occupations. That is the central finding of a study by the Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives. It documents the dramatic reversal of pay equity resulting from the provincial government’s push to contract-out hospital support services (cleaners, care aids, laundry service, food service, and clerical workers). "Bill 29 has turned the clock back 30 years on fair wages for women in health support occupations," says co-author Marjorie Griffin Cohen, a CCPA research associate and chair of SFU’s Women’s Studies Department. In the absence of pay-equity legislation, which exists in most other provinces, B.C. healthcare unions spent decades negotiating an end to wage discrimination for women in hospital support services. "Now," says Griffin Cohen, "wages have been cut almost in half, and these workers have no pension, long-term disability plan, parental leave, or guaranteed hours of work. They do not know from one week to the next how many hours they will work, when those hours will be scheduled, or what their take-home pay will be." "The provincial government claimed that wages for hospital support work were too high," says Griffin Cohen. "But they were in line with B.C.’s higher costs of living, and were comparable to wages for similar work in the direct public sector. It’s not like wages were simply trimmed back. At $9.25 to $11 an hour, the new rates are well below even the lowest negotiated wage in the private hospitality sector. And they are the lowest in Canada for hospital support work—26% below the national average." Marcy Cohen, co-author of the study and a researcher with the Hospital Employees’ Union, says "the new wages set the purchasing power of health support workers back to what they were in 1968." "Undermining the economic security of a mainly female and visible-minority workforce is not something governments are likely to brag about. Yet that’s exactly what the B.C. government’s actions have achieved," says Cohen. More than 50% of HEU members have one or more dependent children, 25% support a dependent adult, and many live with partners who do not have access to extended health or pension benefits. Bill 29’s elimination of job security and no contracting-out provisions in existing collective agreements is unprecedented in the history of Canadian labour law. This is also true of the partnership agreements between the IWA and the private multinational corporations bidding on contracted-out services. Griffin Cohen notes, "This sets a dangerous precedent that is already being replicated by provincial governments in Ontario and Quebec." "A Return to Wage Discrimination: Pay Equity Losses Through the Privatization of Health Care" is available at www.policyalternatives.ca. A summary of the study is also available online in English and in French. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=14268&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 20, Number 2, October 2007 Project Overseas: Ghana By Jan Walsh-Hohert Project Overseas 2007 Team Ghana met for the first time at CTF in Ottawa during early July. We were there for orientation with 45 other teachers heading to 12 other countries throughout Africa, the Caribbean, and Mongolia. The 6 of us come from a variety of backgrounds and parts of Canada. We were born in Canada, Barbados, Tanzania, Britain, and the United States. We live in Ontario, Alberta, British Columbia, and Nunavut. We were strangers when we met, strangers with a common goal. We were going to Ghana to work with teachers from GNAT (Ghana National Association of Teachers) for the delivery of professional development to teachers from three different regions of the country—Kumasi, the territory of the Ashanti people, Koforidua to the east, and Hohoe in the agricultural Volta region close to Togo. Our team of 6 grew into a team of over 20 once we met our Ghanaian counterparts—co-tutors, some of whom were going to teach with us, and others who were to deliver courses in English and French. Meeting Ghanaians can be quite disarming until one gets used to it. Upon being introduced for the first time, the polite response is a formal handshake and exchange of names. This is all just fine until the person whose hand you are shaking looks at you, smiles warmly and says, "Akwaaba" or "You’re welcome!" The first few times this happened, my immediate thought was that I had not yet said thank you for anything. Later I understood that I was being told that I was being welcomed, welcomed to Ghana. And we were. The hospitality was memorable. During the opening exercises at each location we encountered a sea of about 200 faces, the faces of strangers. We sang O Canada and learned the moving Ghanaian national anthem. We tried to extend greetings in the language from each region—a popular, if not proficient, effort. As the week passed and we taught math, science, and administration to teachers at all grade levels, the faces became familiar and the connections strong. At the end of each week, during closing ceremonies, we left a room full of friends and felt sad to be moving along to the next location. Our Ghanaian friends were always ready to smile and laugh, ready to share their stories and their pride in their country, and to be open about their challenges and their needs. Many teach in schools with class sizes of over 60. Some are assigned to schools that have fallen apart so they teach under a tree. Adequate teaching materials can be scarce, supplies difficult to get. Some work in places where they do not speak the local language. Although English is the official language of Ghana, people often speak two or three other languages and English skills are often very weak. Poor English skills can be a hazard to success in a country that maintains high academic standards and the old British system of accountability through exams. Teaching conditions can be very challenging. Many attempt to teach over the sound of traffic, baby goats calling their mothers, people passing by. Many have very little teacher training and may not have mastery of the content for the courses they teach. Many are working far away from home for a small amount of pay. All try their best to keep children coming to school, not always an easy task. Our Ghanaian friends constantly demonstrated the strength of their community—singing and dancing and eating together. Their warmth, hospitality, and generosity were always on display. We were encouraged to try their favourite foods, to wear their brilliantly coloured clothing, and learn their dances. The extended family is the core of their community and society. Much of their strength comes from their belief that they are all one people despite their numerous tribes and languages and religious beliefs. This strength brought them through independence from Britain 50 years ago, and has lead to peaceful times ever since. The July 2007 issue of Vanity Fair magazine, dedicated to Africa, contains a memorable interview between Brad Pitt and Archbishop Desmond Tutu. The Ghanaians in my classes had no idea who Brad Pitt was, but they clearly loved the Archbishop. In my class we read the interview and talked about the concept of ubuntu, the interconnectedness of all humans. Desmond Tutu says, "We say a person is a person through other persons. You can’t be human in isolation. You are human only in relationships." Working together, we all felt interconnected. It is impossible to spend time in Africa and not feel that way. In addition to our work we had time to travel and see other parts of Ghana. Among the places we visited, the slave castle at Elmina along the Atlantic coast was most memorable for me. St. George’s castle was built by the Portuguese in 1482, captured by the Dutch in 1637, and then by the British in 1872. It was expanded when the slave trade replaced gold as the major export. Storerooms were turned into dungeons filled with suffering humans while Europeans attended church a floor above them. At one time there were 12 such castles along the coast of Ghana. The history of the slave trade was so well explained by the excellent tour staff, that everyone left feeling humbled and subdued by the sheer brutality of colonialism, by "man’s inhumanity to man." On the lighter side, we were impressed with the presence of Canadian engineering feats in Ghana. First was the aerial walkway at Kakum—a series of rope walkways very high up in the jungle canopy. Second was the incredible Akosombo Dam that created a huge inland lake and enough power for Ghana as well as two other countries. Ghana also features two beautiful waterfalls at Boti and Wli, spectacular beaches, the Mole Game Reserve, cultural centers, markets, and, in Black Star Square in the bustling capitol of Accra, the monument to Nkrumah, the leader who helped Ghana achieve independence. We returned home wondering what lasting impact our work would really have on the teachers we met. It may be difficult to ever know the answer to that question, but what we do know is that we shared a great deal, and experienced some of the challenges of a developing country. Ghana is a country trying to educate all school-aged children, and GNAT is trying to provide professional development for all teachers. We salute those goals. We appreciate the Project Overseas experience. We miss our friends. Jan Walsh-Hohert is a Saanich teacher on leave.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "Eid Mubarak to all those celebrating in BC!" @bcliberals - 06:52pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewTeachers.aspx?id=31855&printPage=true,BCTF > Wellness—taking care of yourself  	New teachers  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > New Teachers > New Teachers' Handbook > Table of Contents Wellness—taking care of yourself  Wellness depends on our lifestyle and on how we cope with physical, mental, and emotional demands. Good wellness habits formed in our initial years of teaching are an investment for our career. First-year teachers are going through a transition from student to professional teacher. Transitional phases are sometimes difficult and painful. You may be away from family and long-time friends for the first time. You may be aware that your expectations and your capacity differ. You may also be overwhelmed by your workload and, therefore, work late into the night, on weekends, and at lunch and recesses, to the point where your health and wellness may suffer. You are facing the challenge that all new teachers face striking a healthy balance. Personal life and work life  Your work may consume you. There is so much to do and learn. Personal life may suffer in the early years of teaching. Exercise is forgotten, and there is little time to meet new friends let alone join them for activities outside school. Taking time to relax every day and to exercise relieves stress and makes your transition easier. Exercise and seeing friends will maintain your energy. You may have a variety of emotions as you begin your teaching career. It is important to stay connected with what’s really going on. Experience it fully, and act accordingly. Everyone has a first year. Recognize your emotions. Express them appropriately. Do not blurt out emotional responses to students. Your mentor, staff rep, or local president can provide helpful support. Ask for assistance. Perfectionism and survival  To have the perfect lesson and the perfect class, where all students are working to their potential all the time, is impossible. Realize that there are students in your classroom with so many personal and home problems that no matter how your lessons are planned or what you do, they are unable to focus on the work at hand. Do not take that personally. It does not mean you are not being a good teacher. Look for the help of colleagues when you need support or ideas. A teacher needs to contain the demands and set priorities. It takes too much energy to be perfect all the time. No one else expects a beginning teacher to be perfect. Surviving the early years depends on letting go of thinking you have to do it all, all the time, all alone. Asking for help versus doing it all yourself  You are a trained teacher with new ideas and information. Situations or concerns may come up that you do not know how to handle. Ask others, and ask early. It is not a sign of incompetence to ask questions. Other people have experience in areas that you may not have. Asking early may save a lot of grief and a lot of time. Ask any of the following for help/advice: colleagues, mentor, staff rep, local president, other new teachers, school counsellor, and PSAs. Saying “yes” and saying “no”  It is all right to say no to too many extra-curricular activities or assignments. Beginning teachers often think they have to do everything that is asked of them and do it well. There are only so many hours in a day, and you have only so much energy. If something is too much for you, say so. It doesn’t help anyone for you to be so stretched that you cannot do anything well or you are not getting the sleep you need. If you cannot figure out how to get into balance, get support from friends and staff members. For more information, check with your staff rep or local president, and seek out information about employee-assistance programs, BCTF wellness workshops or mentoring/collegial support programs. Building a support system  As you begin teaching, develop a support system you can tap into for any number of issues/situations. Further in this handbook is a discussion of who might form your support system; however, the best model is that of “teachers helping teachers.” Do you know: Who your staff rep is? Who your local president is? Which teachers on your staff teach the same grade level or the same subject? Is there is a formal mentoring program in your district? How do you become a participant? What specific provisions in the collective agreement benefit you as a new member? Which Provincial Specialist Associations (PSAs) would support your teaching assignment? Teachers who participate in local induction programs will receive a free membership in the PSA of their choice for one year (bctf.ca/PSAs.aspx).  Aboriginal teachers  The BCTF supports Aboriginal teachers and students through the following: Aboriginal Education Association (AEA) Aboriginal Education Advisory Committee The BCTF Aboriginal education assistant director will assist you in finding information regarding Aboriginal education in areas such as locating resources, connecting with resource teachers, etc. For more information, please go to the Aboriginal Education website bctf.ca/AboriginalEducation.aspx. French as a first or working language teachers  The BCTF supports French as a first or working language (FFWL) teachers and students through the following: L’Association provincial des professeurs d’immersion et du programme francophone2 (APPIPIC) (bctf.ca/PSAs.aspx) Le Syndicat des enseignantes et enseignants du programme francophone (SEPF) (http://www.sepfcb.com/SEPF/Accueil.html) Le Comité consultatif des programmes et services en français/French programs and services Advisory Committee (bctf.ca/francais.aspx?id=4576) Le Bureau des programmes et services en français. The assistant director will assist members in finding information regarding French language education in areas such as training, locating resources, professional development, activities for students, etc. For more information, go to the français web page bctf.ca/Francais.aspx. Fill in the blanks form. Remember that teaching is both a demanding and a very rewarding profession. Take care of yourself, and enjoy being part of a profession that truly does make a difference.)
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(20141006,globalnews.ca,http://globalnews.ca/news/1574380/nato-chief-ukraine-has-cease-fire-in-name-only/,NATO chief: Ukraine has cease-fire ‘in name only’ - National | Globalnews.ca Your Region: National BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg On TV: News Hour Sections National National sections Locals Local sections Watch Watch sections Search Canada Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released Sections Health Money Consumer Tech Entertainment Environment Science Lifestyle Sports Featured Canada World Politics Investigations Canada Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released Your Region National Change BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Health Money Consumer Tech Entertainment Environment Science Lifestyle Sports Jump to a Region National BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Man trying to reach Bermuda in inflatable bubble rescued by Coast Guard Schedule NowNews Hour 6:30pmGlobal National More Programs Global National The West Block 16x9 The Morning Show More Personalities Dawna Friesen Carolyn Jarvis Liza Fromer Tom Clark More News Major snowfall covers N. Manitoba Entertainment ‘Gone Girl’ wins weekend box office News Journalist with Ebola arrives at US hospital Canada Quebecor sells off Sun newspaper chain News Crowdfunded bus debuts in Toronto Entertainment Depardieu reveals past as escort, thief Canada MPs debate motion for airstrikes in Iraq Sports NBA extends television deals for 9 years Trending Maple Syrup Heist Hong Kong protests Iraq crisis Luka Magnotta Ebola outbreak enterovirus D68 Ukraine Retail Wars Ukraine Crisis September 20, 2014 1:29 pm NATO chief: Ukraine has cease-fire ‘in name only’ By Staff  The Associated Press What is this? Sponsored content is written by Global News' editorial staff without any editorial influence by the sponsor. If you'd like to learn more... What is this ? X What is this? Sponsored content is written by Global News' without any editorial influence by the sponsor. If you'd like to learn more... WATCH ABOVE: A military munitions factory in Donetsk was rocked by large explosions on Saturday, sending a huge cloud of smoke over the eastern Ukrainian city.   Story continues below VILNIUS, Lithuania – NATO’s top general said Saturday the two-week-old truce between Ukraine and pro-Russian militants fighting in the country’s east is a “cease-fire in name only,” and he said that by enabling a free flow of weapons and fighters across the border Russia has made it nearly impossible for outsiders to determine how many of its troops are operating inside Ukraine. U.S. Air Force Gen. Philip Breedlove, the Supreme Allied Commander Europe, told a news conference after meeting with NATO military chiefs that he is hopeful about Saturday’s announced agreement for creation of a buffer zone between Ukrainian and pro-Russian forces. The deal reached by representatives of Ukraine, Russia, the Moscow-backed rebels and the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe marks an effort to add substance to the Sept. 5 cease-fire agreement that has been frequently broken by clashes. VIDEO GALLERY: Baird announces new sanctions against Russia 04:00 Baird announces new sanctions against Russia 00:52 Russian Security Forces Raid Crimean Tatar Assembly 03:15 Harper talks tough on Russia, ISIS, and Hamas 01:35 Raw video: Moscow’s humanitarian aid convoy crosses back into Russia 01:58 Ceasefire between Ukraine and Russian-backed rebels in peril Breedlove has put the main blame on Russia for the continuing conflict. “So the situation in Ukraine is not good right now,” he said. “Basically we have a cease-fire in name only.” Breedlove said violence levels in Ukraine, including the number of artillery rounds fired in the past few days, are as high as prior to the cease-fire. “So the cease-fire is still there in name, but what is happening on the ground is quite a different story,” he said. READ MORE: Ukraine reports sporadic violations of cease-fire Breedlove said Russian forces are still operating inside Ukraine but numbers cannot be pinpointed. “Right now the border is being maintained open by Russian forces and Russian-backed forces, and the fluidity of movement of Russian forces and Russian-backed forces back and forth across that border makes it almost impossible to understand the numbers,” he said. He said it is clear that the number of Russian troops in Ukraine has declined significantly over the past week or so, with some returning to the Russian side of the border — “which is good, except that they haven’t returned home and are still available to bring their military force to bear on Ukraine, should it be desired” by Russian government leaders. Neither Russia nor Ukraine is a member of NATO, but both share borders with NATO-member countries. Recent Russian military behaviour, including its annexation of the Crimea Peninsula of southern Ukraine earlier this year, is a major worry inside the U.S.-led alliance. © The Associated Press, 2014 Report an error Europe NATO Russia Ukraine Crisis More Stories World Ukraine ceasefire takes hold Thousands march through central Moscow to demonstrate against fighting in Ukraine Ukraine ceasefire appears to hold amid claims both sides violated agreement Ukrainian president says he and Putin agree on steps to cease-fire agreement Ukraine says Russian forces sighted in major eastern cities Comments Popular Now Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released 20224 How does Ebola spread? 5 things you need to know 18659 Accused Madeleine McCann Twitter troll found dead 9985 Ebola: 5 reasons why an outbreak is highly unlikely in Canada 7298 UPDATE: What’s the best, cheapest Canadian cellphone plan out there? 5891 Featured Content Canada Ebola: 5 reasons why an outbreak is highly unlikely in Canada What are the chances of an Ebola outbreak taking off in Canada? It isn’t likely, according to experts. And here are a number of reasons why. Continue reading → Environment Are we in the midst of a mass extinction? There have been 5 mass extinctions — the loss of 75 per cent or more of the world’s species — in Earth’s history. Scientists now believe that we are at the early stages of the sixth. Continue reading → Health Lab-grown penises may soon be ‘ready for testing’ on humans Researchers in North Carolina say penises grown in laboratories could “soon be ready for human testing,” offering hope for men who have had traumatic injuries or penile cancer. Continue reading → Canada Meet Rachel Parent — the teen fighting for GMO labelling in Canada Rachel Parent is a 15-year-old activist. Her goal: mandatory labelling in Canada of all genetically modified organisms, or GMOs that are found as ingredients in food. Continue reading → Canada Abandoned puppies on the mend Twenty hungry, cold and flea-infested puppies found in a Saskatchewan field are now being nursed back to health at Battleford’s Humane Society. Continue reading → Science Everything you need to know about Wednesday’s lunar eclipse On Oct. 8, Canada will be treated to its second lunar eclipse of the year. Find out what you can expect. Continue reading → Canada Can homegrown food win the climate change war? Wondering what’s the single most effective way to combat climate change? Plant a garden. Continue reading → Canada 16×9: An investigation into illegal lumber Timber thieves are stealing wood from the Russian Far East, processing it in China and then shipping it to North America, a 16×9 investigation has found. Continue reading → Highlights Hounds of Parliament: As commuting cyclist and budget watchdog, Frechette must make his presence known Frechette draws a line distinguishing his personality as a cyclist and as the parliamentary budget officer. But surely there’s a parallel between the assertive man he is on a bike and in the role of PBO? Continue reading → Email alerts Sign up for FREE daily Globalnews.ca newsletters and breaking news alerts Email Address National Daily News National Breaking News By clicking on the submit button, I have read, understood and agreed to our privacy policy Twitter Follow globalnews 20 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews USA Swimming suspends #MichaelPhelps for 6 months glbn.ca/ClLU9 pic.twitter.com/nqC3dQ3NhL 20 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews Hillary Clinton: military action against ISIS “critical” and “essential” globalnews.ca/news/1600343/w… #cdnpoli 32 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews Boy left in car during church choir practice dies glbn.ca/ClKBB Jump to a Region BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Connect Facebook Twitter Google+ RSS Contact Us Global News About Us Privacy Policy Principles & Practices Terms & Conditions Copyright Shaw Media Advertise Open Data © Shaw Media Inc., 2014. All rights reserved. Follow Follow “Global News” Get every new post delivered to your Inbox. Join 3,820 other followers Powered by WordPress.com Shaw Connect Expand News Entertainment Entertainment Home Celebs Movies TV Music Living Lifestyle Food Home & Living Sports Money Tech Travel Breaktime Autos Watch TV Online All Sites Global Global News Food Network HGTV History Television Showcase Slice DTOUR ET Canada National Geographic Movietime Lifetime H2 DIY Action NG Wild Mystery IFC BBC Deja Vu Twist)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=23303&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 23, Number 7, May/June 2011     Personalized learning Is there anything new in the Ministry of Education Service Plan for 2011–12? By Larry Kuehn  Each time a provincial budget is released, along with it comes a service plan for each of the ministries. It is supposed to be the minister’s accountability report. So what’s new this year? Unlike some previous service plans where teachers were not even mentioned, this time teachers are referred to several times in the report. The purpose for education is repeatedly put in economic terms, preparing students for the world of work. Some examples: “Increased competition in the global economy,” “…improving the productivity of BC’s workforce, employers are looking for…,” “…skill shortages in its labour market…,” “…lifelong learning so that every adult in the province has the 21st-century skills they need to succeed.” Not surprisingly, given the talk in education circles in the past few months, the recurrent theme in the service plan involves personalization, technology, and skills for the 21st Century. Just what do these terms mean? The one concrete thing is distributed learning. The report touts that, “Nearly one-third of all graduating students have participated in a distributed learning course…that reflects the ministry’s commitment to personalized learning and the principles of supporting the individual needs and interests of each learner.” “Online and distributed learning, offering more personalized schooling choices, more than doubled in demand between 2006–07 and 2009–10 to over 71,000 students.” Note that this does not say that 71,000 students were successful in distributed learning courses. In fact, the ministry has acknowledged elsewhere that it does not really know what the level of completion is in these courses. Is anything else concrete in defining “personalized learning?” Not really. One strategy for personalized learning is to “Develop new forms of schooling to support the unique needs and interests of students.” Another is to explore “other assessment processes that would provide developmental information at the individual learner level.” The ministry will “Revise and streamline curriculum to better accommodate the knowledge and skills needed to succeed in the 21st century, and to offer more personalized programming and instruction tailored to students’ interests.” Included in the ways of providing personalized learning is, “Continue to support family choice through independent schools and home schooling options.” A quick check of funding increases shows that once again the private schools get a larger percentage increase in funding than do the public schools. The ministry also promises to “Support the development of networks among school districts, schools, and teachers to build capacity in teaching and share practices throughout the province.” No sign of the money for these in the budget, though. Perhaps most significant among announced plans is to publish “a new and improved suite of goals, objectives, strategies, and performance measures tied to personalized and 21st-century learning.” Is that how we will find out what “personalization” means? The service plan also addresses the FSA results. It identifies the percentage of students who “meet expectations.” This percentage is based on the total number of students in Grades 4 and 7. That means a student who does not take the test is reported as not meeting expectations. The ministry acknowledges that if they reported the percentage of those who took the test, not including those whose parents withdrew them, the results would be nearly 10% higher than those reported. A significant portion of the service plan is dedicated to Aboriginal students. The report indicates that 51 of 60 school districts have signed an Aboriginal enhancement agreement that involves “shared decision-making and specific goal-setting to meet the educational needs and interests of Aboriginal students.” The minister’s statement claims, “These agreements ensure that Aboriginal culture is integrated into public schools, and Aboriginal communities are involved in the design of programs, services, and curriculum delivery for our Aboriginal students.” The service plan ends with information about major capital projects. Most of them have included space for a neighbourhood learning centre in the new school design, but no new funding is announced for operating these centres. Larry Kuehn is director of the BCTF Research and Technology Division. )
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/SocialJustice.aspx?id=20252&libID=20252,BCTF > Peace and Global Education Workshops  	BCTF Social Justice  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources   For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Social Justice > Issues > Peace and Global Education Peace and Global Education Workshops The following global education workshops are available through the BCTF. Contact Susan Ruzic at sruzic@bctf.ca, 604-871-1850, or 1-800-663-9163 (local 1850), if you have questions on workshop content. To request a workshop, please use the Faxback Workshop Request Form . Include alternate dates, if any. You may also contact Michelle Hope in the Training Department at 604-871-1860, or 1-800-663-9163 local 1860. She will determine availability of associates with a geographic match where possible. Bringing global education into the classroom (also available in French) Are you looking for new ways to energize how you teach existing units? Introducing a global perspective into your classroom can be challenging, but exciting. Bring your existing ideas, a current unit, or theme to this workshop and let us show you how to integrate, infuse, and deliver it from a global perspective at any grade level. A global education approach activates student interest as it increases personal engagement and involvement in the classroom, the surrounding community, and our world. This workshop is beneficial for K–12.    Gobal education: Creating cultures of peace—acts of transformation from war toys to peace art  This interactive workshop provides resources for teachers and their students to create peaceful learning communities. Activities will incorporate the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child, and discuss the effects of war and violence on children and youth, including child soldiering. Examples highlighting the “transforming war toys to peace art” process will be shared as a model to build cultures of peace for children and youth.   Thirsty for change: The global water crisis This new workshop looks at the issue of water, locally and globally, with a particular focus on the dwindling supply of free, safe, public drinking water, and the subsequent impact especially on women and children. This workshop will bring together aspects of the issue from a social justice and global education perspective. Strategies will help teachers link this topic to curriculum, such as Social Justice 12, social studies, science, and, as part of their social responsibility goals. Lesson plans for annual events such as Earth Day and Rivers Day, as well as how to carry out a social justice project such as the Council of Canadian’s Blue Communities campaign will be included. About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=29055&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2013 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 25, Number 4, Jan./Feb. 2013   Readers write  Delay Kindergarten  I have been a primary teacher in the province for over 10 years. In my practice I have noticed that the students in my classes requiring support services are, for the majority, born in the fall, which means they entered Kindergarten at age 4. I also noticed that the services given to these students are occupied mainly by students born in the fall. It is easy for me to question the validity of setting the date for age requirement on December 31 in this province. It has been on my mind for some time and in consideration of todays’ conjuncture—increasing cuts in students services from counselling to supervision—wouldn’t it be more justified to push back the age of entry into Kindergarten? Wouldn’t it reduce the pressure on those much needed services? If there is educational value in doing this, as well as lowering expenses for school districts, shouldn’t there be changes made? Is this something we can present and justify to preschooler parents? I would like to know what my fellow teachers, education workers, and citizens think of the subject. Please, send your comments to entryagekinder@gmail.com Vicky Grenier, Mission Put Teacher back in print  I am wondering about the ad that I placed in the newsletter this fall for three winter escapes in Mexico, Palm Springs, and on Gabriola Island. I had missed the deadline for the September issue and it wound up in the October issue, which was online only. If I had known that issue was going to be online I would have waited. We received not one response to our ad which is very strange. This is compared to our response last year when we received many calls and responses. My point is that people respond when they have the paper copy in front of them compared to having to look at the classified ads online. I am wondering if this can be run again as I feel the online version is not what we expected and is not as effective. Thank you. Cynthia Chelsom, Gabriola Island Forget or fix  Regarding Larry Kuehn’s “Beyond BCeSIS, but not soon” report, (Nov./Dec. 2012 Teacher), it may surprise you to learn that I counted over 60 keystrokes/ button pushes to get BCeSIS working from a switched off computer. If the user screwed up one of those keystrokes, one had to start over. Perhaps I had too much time on my hands. Why doesn’t the education ministry just fix or update that rubbish program instead of contemplating another disaster? Come to think of it, why don’t they hire some students to do the job? They couldn’t do any worse than the ministry. For a bottle of wine, I’m happy to provide some more practical ideas for the computer boffins. Andrew Beddoes, (retired) Vancouver Celiac disease in teachers too  Congratulations on the excellent informative article about celiac disease (CD) and school-aged children on the back page of the Nov/Dec 2012 issue of Teacher. However, it is unfortunate that the article does not also address the issue of CD amongst school teachers and other school staff. The fact is CD is not just a disease of childhood. The average age of diagnosis is in the 5th decade of life. CD is also a genetic condition. Two years ago the diagnosis of the disease in my then 2-year-old grandson led to my own diagnosis at age 63 even though I had no outward signs of the disease. This is quite typical and is known as “silent” CD. The only cure for CD is a lifelong gluten-free diet. Here are some tips for consideration if a staff member at your school has CD: Include gluten-free (GF) foods at staff meetings/staff parties. This includes reading labels to ensure that condiments such as mayonnaise, soy sauce, Worcestershire sauce, mustard, etc. are really GF. Rice crackers, corn tortillas, quinoa/rice pasta are safe alternatives to regular wheat breads/crackers/pasta. If staff get-togethers include meals at a hotel or restaurant, call ahead to let the cook know that at least one person attending has CD. Ask if a GF menu is available or if a GF meal can easily be prepared. Avoid cross-contamination at pot-luck staff meals. Cut bread slices on a separate surface away from GF foods. Put all the GF foods together on a separate table. Make sure all foods have individual serving utensils. Allow staff members with CD to fill their plates first. And lastly, don’t forget to include GF items in earthquake safety kits in the school. Carolyn Prellwitz, (retired) Cowichan )
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications.aspx?id=21746,BCTF > PEA Newsletter #2, November 17, 2010  	BCTF Publications  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Publications > Newsletters and Alerts > Public Ed. Advocates Newsletter > 2010-11 Archives Public Education Advocates Newsletter November 17, 2010, Issue #2 Flaws in the FSA  Parents are encouraged to withdraw their child from the Grade 4 and 7 Foundation Skills Assessment by giving the school principal the withdrawal letter.  The FSA tests do not help students learn or teachers teach. The FSA tests, to be administered January 17 to February 25, are considered a waste of valuable teaching time and money.  Teachers are concerned these tests take valuable time away from teaching and learning. Hours are spent practising for the tests, sacrificing time that could be used for richer, more meaningful learning experiences. These tests are expensive. The ministry estimates the FSAs cost $20 per student, taking money away from priorities such as textbooks, support for students with special needs, science equipment, and library books. The results of these tests continue to be misused by right-wing/conservative market researchers to rank schools based on a very narrow measure, and setting up a false impression of public schools, teachers, and students. Go to the BCTF website for more information on teachers’ concerns, and the FSA tests. Underfunding of public education revealed  The new brochure, The numbers tell the story, has summarized the key information that points out the relative spending on education has steadily declined since 2002.  Every year in the last decade, the costs of providing quality public education have grown faster than funding increases. The facts and trends are graphically highlighted: K–12 education is receiving a diminishing share of the provincial budget. BC’s student-educator ratio is among the worst in Canada. BC has cut over 1,200 learning specialist teachers since 2001. The drop in enrolment was temporary as Kindergarten numbers are now on the rise. 191 schools closed, 12,000 overcrowded classrooms. The cuts continue  Keep focused on improving the funding to public education and not allow the changing political scene steal the spotlight.  More...  K to 12 funding has been receiving an ever-diminishing share of the provincial budget for almost two decades.  Each year, school districts are pushed deeper into a financial crisis through having to deal with more downloaded expenses and an expanding mandate.  The result of this has been dramatic cuts in service to students. Supports for students with special needs have been reduced while the number of identified students has increased. School libraries and teacher-librarians have been cut. Classroom resources have been reduced.    In this school year, there continues to be 12,000 overcrowded classrooms and classroom configurations that fail to deliver the learning experience that meets the diverse needs of all students.    Restore funding to restore public education  “There is an obvious need to fund the second decade of the 21st century in a manner necessary to restore educational services that were lost in the first decade of the 21st century.” In a funding brief to the legislative committee, BCTF is calling on the Liberals to inject more than $300 million in new funding to address the current cumulative structural shortfalls in the public education system. More...  The BCTF brief urged the government to: restore the class-size and composition language found in the 2002–03 collective agreements that were agreed to by the BCTF and the boards of education. protect neighbourhood schools:  school closures should not be initiated to compensate for inadequate education funding to boards. target funding for Aboriginal students:  directly fund Aboriginal programs to support the development and operation of services to Aboriginal students. consult with boards of education before programs and costs are downloaded to school districts.   School trustees should advocate for better education funding  An Angus Reid survey shows that 75% of BC residents believe that public education in the province is strengthened when locally elected school trustees advocate for their school districts and challenge the provincial government. The poll, commissioned by the Canadian Union of Public Employees (CUPE), also finds that 85% believe that the provincial government should do more to protect public education, given added costs are downloaded onto school districts from the province. Personalized learning remains undefined at BCCPAC conference  Even though personalized learning (PL) was highlighted at the recent BC Confederation of Parent Advisory Councils, many left the conference not knowing what it was the ministry was trying to sell to parents. Supposedly, PL is the key to 21st century learning, but neither the ministry nor the current minister of education, George Abbott, could describe the concept simply.  As one parent put it; “If the current system cannot follow through on IEPs, how can a student be guaranteed their personal learning plan would be tracked and completed?” Worklife of BC teachers examined   The various aspects of teacher workload were examined in a survey carried out in 2009.  Increased teacher workload is a significant issue in British Columbia’s public schools in the face of an ongoing funding crisis in public education. More...  Districts have reduced teaching positions as one response to growing budget shortfalls. This means fewer specialist teachers, an increase in the student/teacher ratio, and more classes that exceed class-composition limits. The erosion of support staff positions and new mandates introduced by the Ministry of Education, without adequate resources to implement them, are also factors that have an impact on the workload of BC teachers. A new education minister  George Abbott, MLA for North Okanagan, was quick to call for a meeting with the BCTF on November 1. In an unprecedented 2-hour, 20-minute session, a wide range of issues of concern to teachers were addressed such as class size and composition, specialist teacher support, funding, assessment, bargaining rights, and the government’s plan to pursue “personalized learning.” The minister placed a priority on including the BCTF in the education conversations, and understands that, for education reform to move forward in BC, teachers and their representatives must play a key role. Teachers challenge Liberal laws that stripped collective agreements   The British Columbia Teachers’ Federation are in BC Supreme Court challenging  the legislation of Bills 27— Education Services Collective Agreement Act, and 28— Public Education Flexibility and Choice Act imposed by the Liberals in 2002. The BCTF has contended the legislation violated their right to freedom of association under the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms.  More...  The legislation sparked outrage amongst teachers, and indeed across the labour movement.  Bill 27 eliminated the collective agreements of locals in amalgamated districts. Bill 28 gutted all collective agreements of important working and learning conditions. These included all clauses related to: class size class composition guarantees of service from teacher-librarians, counsellors, learning assistance and other specialist teachers support for integration of students with special needs length of the school day hours of instruction in a school year. An editorial in The Globe and Mail described the acts of the Campbell government as “legislative vandalism.” More information?   Need to know more about funding cuts to public education? Visit stopeducationcuts.org. See how BC community service groups, faith groups, and the art and culture groups are joining together by creating a blueprint for a Better BC. If you know of anyone interested in advocating for public education, forward this newsletter or ask them to visit http://www.bctf.ca/publications/PEA-Newsletter.aspx?id=21572. Anyone can join by registering for the Public Education Advocates newsletter at http://www.bctf.ca/signup.cfm?list=publicedadvocates.  What can you do?   Talk to your trustees to encourage your board of education to speak out for local autonomy and funding. Join a local advocacy group to defend and speak out for the right to a fully funded public education. Go to http://stopeducationcuts.org/advocacy/links/    Let trustees and MLAs know public education is a priority and a commitment. Inherent in this commitment are the principles and ideals of the Charter of Public Education.  Foremost among these is that everyone has the right to a free, quality public education. Write a letter to the editor of your community paper defending locally elected boards of education.  About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20140925,www.familiesfundingteachers.ca,http://www.familiesfundingteachers.ca/wp-includes/pomo/,Index of /wp-includes/pomo Index of /wp-includes/pomo Name Last modified Size Description Parent Directory   -   entry.php 29-Aug-2014 12:49 2.5K   mo.php 29-Aug-2014 12:49 7.2K   po.php 29-Aug-2014 12:49 11K   streams.php 29-Aug-2014 12:49 4.4K   translations.php 29-Aug-2014 12:49 7.4K   Apache/2.2.16 (Debian) Server at www.familiesfundingteachers.ca Port 80)
(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/CTVNews/status/519082493736402944,CTV News on Twitter: "Scientists win Nobel Prize in medicine for discovering brain GPS http://t.co/0l1lSN6Wti #Nobelprize2014" টুইটার অনুসন্ধান অনুসন্ধান টুইটার খুঁজুন সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ ভাষা : বাংলা. हिन्दी Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন টুইটার-এ নতুন ? আজই যোগদান করুন » সাইন ইন করুন ফোন, ইমেল বা ব্যবহারকারীর নাম পাসওয়ার্ড সাইন ইন আমাকে মনে রাখুন পাসওয়ার্ড ভুলে গেছেন? ইতিমধ্যে আপনি কি টেক্সট বার্তার মাধ্যমে টুইটার ব্যবহার করছেন? অনুসরণ অনুসরণ করা কর্মসমূহ:অনুসরণ না করা অবরুদ্ধ অবরোধ মুক্ত মুলতুবি বাতিল CTV Newsযাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট ‏ @CTVNews ১১ ঘন্টা Scientists win Nobel Prize in medicine for discovering brain GPS http://ow.ly/CjTmT  #Nobelprize2014 প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট পুনঃটুইটগুলি ১২ প্রিয় ৪ ৪:১১ পূর্বাহ্ণ - ৬ অক্টোবর, ২০১৪ CTV News থেকে কোন আপডেট মিস্ করবেন না © 2014 টুইটার সম্বন্ধে সহায়তা বিজ্ঞপ্তি তথ্য বন্ধ মিডিয়াটিকে চিহ্নিত করুন এটি ইতিমধ্যে সংবেদনশীল কন্টেন্ট ধারণকারী হিসাবে চিহ্নিত হয়েছে। পতাকা তুলুন এটি সম্ভাব্যরূপে অবৈধ বিষয়বস্তুর ধারণকারী হিসেবে। সমর্পণ করা বাতিল মিডিয়াকে চিহ্নিত করা সম্পর্কে আরো জানুন খারিজ বন্ধ পূর্ববর্তী পরবর্তী বন্ধ একজন ব্যক্তির প্রোফাইলে যান সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ বন্ধ আপনার অনুসরণকারীদের এই পুনঃটুইটটি পাঠাবেন? বাতিল পুনঃটুইট বন্ধ আপনি কি নিশ্চিত যে এই টুইট মুছে দিতে চান? বাতিল মুছে ফেলুন বন্ধ রোধ করন বাতিল রোধ করন আপনার টুইটসমুহে একটি অবস্থান যুক্ত করুন যখন একটি অবস্থানের সঙ্গে আপনার টুইট করেন, টুইটার সেই অবস্থান সংরক্ষণ করে। প্রত্যেক টুইটের আগে আপনি আপনার অবস্থান চালু / বন্ধ করতে পারেন, এবং যে কোনও সময় আপনি আপনার অবস্থানের ইতিহাস মুছে ফেলতে পারেন। আরো জানুন অবস্থান চালু করুন এখন নয় স্থান বন্ধ করুন বন্ধ প্রোফাইল সারসংক্ষেপ বন্ধ আপনার তালিকাসমূহ বন্ধ একটি নতুন তালিকা তৈরি করুন নাম তালিকা বিবরণ 100 অক্ষরের কম, ঐচ্ছিক তালিকাসমূহ:গোপনীয়তা সাধারণ · যে কেউ এই তালিকা অনুসরণ করতে পারেন ব্যক্তিগত · শুধুমাত্র আপনিই এই তালিকায় প্রবেশ করতে পারবেন তালিকা সংরক্ষণ করুন বন্ধ বন্ধ এই টুইট স্থাপিত কর আপনার নীচের ওয়েবসাইটে কোডটি অনুলিপি দ্বারা এই টুইট যোগ করুন * আরও জানুন হুম, সার্ভারে পৌঁছনোর একটি সমস্যা ছিল। পরে আবার চেষ্টা করবেন? প্রকৃত টুইট অন্তর্ভুক্ত করুন অন্তর্ভুক্ত মিডিয়া প্রাকদর্শন বন্ধ টুইটারে নিবন্ধন করুন টুইটারে নেই? নিবন্ধন করুন, আপনির পছন্দের বিষয়গুলির সাথে যুক্ত হন, এবং তাদের বিষয়ে হালনাগাদ পান। একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন » বন্ধ দুটি উপায় (প্রেরণ এবং গ্রহণ) শর্ট কোড: দেশ কোড গ্রাহকদের জন্য মার্কিন যুক্তরাষ্ট্র 40404 (যে কোন) কানাডা 21212 (যে কোন) যুক্তরাজ্য 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM হাইতি 40404 Digicel, Voila আয়ারল্যান্ড 51210 Vodafone, O2 ভারত 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance ইন্দোনেশিয়া 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » অন্য দেশসমুহের এসএসএস সংক্ষিপ্ত কোড দেখুন বন্ধ নিশ্চিতকরণ)
(20141007,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/contacts.cfm?page=caps&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true,BCTF Contacts Home E-mail Lists Links A to Z Index Contact Us Help SITE SEARCH Quick Links BCTF formsBCTF NewsFrançaisLabour linksPensionsTeacher NewsmagazineTeaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Error Occurred While Processing Request The web site you are accessing has experienced an unexpected error. Please contact the website administrator. The following information is meant for the website developer for debugging purposes. Error Occurred While Processing Request Could not find the included template CFtemplates/caps.cfm. Note: If you wish to use an absolute template path (for example, template="/mypath/index.cfm") with CFINCLUDE, you must create a mapping for the path using the ColdFusion Administrator. Or, you can use per-application settings to specify mappings specific to this application by specifying a mappings struct to THIS.mappings in Application.cfc. Using relative paths (for example, template="index.cfm" or template="../index.cfm") does not require the creation of any special mappings. It is therefore recommended that you use relative paths with CFINCLUDE whenever possible.   Resources: Enable Robust Exception Information to provide greater detail about the source of errors. In the Administrator, click Debugging & Logging > Debug Output Settings, and select the Robust Exception Information option. Check the ColdFusion documentation to verify that you are using the correct syntax. Search the Knowledge Base to find a solution to your problem. Browser   Mozilla/5.0 (compatible; archive.org_bot; Archive-It; +http://archive-it.org/files/site-owners.html) Remote Address   207.241.226.78 Referrer   http://www.bctf.ca/contacts.cfm?page=caps&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true Date/Time   07-Oct-14 04:06 AM)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20140930,www.bcpsea.bc.ca,http://www.bcpsea.bc.ca/wEWAwLUsO6eCAKy58OhCwKyqbPBBJNt/Tk4wDDx4NYZcgnKmhC/bwH/,IIS 7.5 Detailed Error - 404.0 - Not Found Server Error in Application "BCPSEA.BC.CA" Internet Information Services 7.5 Error Summary HTTP Error 404.0 - Not Found The resource you are looking for has been removed, had its name changed, or is temporarily unavailable. Detailed Error Information Module IIS Web Core Notification MapRequestHandler Handler StaticFile Error Code 0x80070002 Requested URL http://www.bcpsea.bc.ca:80/wEWAwLUsO6eCAKy58OhCwKyqbPBBJNt/Tk4wDDx4NYZcgnKmhC/bwH/ Physical Path C:\inetpub\vhosts\bcpsea.bc.ca\httpdocs\wEWAwLUsO6eCAKy58OhCwKyqbPBBJNt\Tk4wDDx4NYZcgnKmhC\bwH\ Logon Method Anonymous Logon User Anonymous Most likely causes: The directory or file specified does not exist on the Web server. The URL contains a typographical error. A custom filter or module, such as URLScan, restricts access to the file. Things you can try: Create the content on the Web server. Review the browser URL. Create a tracing rule to track failed requests for this HTTP status code and see which module is calling SetStatus. For more information about creating a tracing rule for failed requests, click here. Links and More Information This error means that the file or directory does not exist on the server. Create the file or directory and try the request again. View more information »)
(20140925,www.afairdeal.ca,http://www.afairdeal.ca/plugins/modules/user/user.css,404 Not Found Not Found The requested URL "/plugins/modules/user/user.css" was not found on this server.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11508,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 19, Number 5, March 2007 Teachers' tips: Different, not more by Charlene Watts Gifted students are gifted 24 hours a day. Consequently, classroom teachers have the responsibility to ensure that gifted students are involved in appropriate learning experiences as much as possible. This is an easily accomplished goal as teachers come to recognize that "more" work is not the same as "appropriate" work. In BC classrooms, teachers assess what their students already know. After the assessment, a list of students who have demonstrated mastery of the objectives can be compiled. The free time for students that is generated from having learned the desired outcomes needs to be co-operatively planned with the students. Time, could be provided to explore self-selected topics on a conceptual rather than a factual basis. Students could be encouraged to set some of their own learning goals and evaluate their work. To assist students in wisely using their time, they may be involved in an independent study, a learning contract, a co-operative learning situation or have the curriculum compacted. All will provide for the necessary adaptations to pace, breadth, and depth of curriculum. All curriculum and instruction ought to be based on the needs of the students as indicaed by their characteristics, attitudes, and behaviours. Not only do schools strive to meet intellectual demands but affective needs must be addressed. It is essential that gifted students be given opportunities to work alone and in small ability or interest group situations to explore passion areas. The classroom environment needs to be one that invites risk-taking and making mistakes. Assignments ought to be open-ended providing a focus on complex and abstract thinking. As creative thinking, critical thinking, and problem solving are essential, it may be necessary to allow for a flexible timeline so that gifted students may have longer time blocks for in-depth studies. A variety of products ought to be encouraged and shared with appropriate audiences. Research shows that 40% to 50% of the content might be eliminated for gifted students. As educators, the biggest contribution that we can make to meet the needs of gifted learners is to: Find out what they already know.  Give them "credit" for the concepts they have mastered.  Refrain from having them repeat grade level work just because its there.  Provide alternative challenging activities for them to do instead of grade level work.  Discover what their interests are and build projects around those interests.  Allow them some flexibility in the way they use the time they "buy back."  Trust them to learn in non-traditional ways.  Thrill them with choices, choices, and more choices.  Give them lots of experience with setting their own goals and evaluating their own work.  Enjoy the results. Adapted from Susan Winebrenner, renowned gifted education author, previously published and taken from AEGTCC BC publications: Brochure series "What educators of gifted learners need to know about...", The Leading Edge newsletter. Charlene Watts is president of the Bulkley Valley Teacher’s Union. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/TeachingResources.aspx?id=18848&libID=18858,BCTF > Youth, Unions, and You  	Teaching Resources  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers Aboriginal Education  Bargaining & Collective Agreements  Français  Health & Safety  New Teachers  Opportunities for Members  Pensions Professional Development  Professional Rights & Responsibility  Provincial Specialist Associations  Salary & Benefits  Teachers Teaching On Call  Teaching Resources  For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Teaching Resources Youth, Unions, and You A Secondary Teacher’s Guide to Labour Studies for B.C. Schools A Joint project of the B.C. Teachers’ Federation and the B.C. Federation of Labour May 2001 Click here to access the online guide. About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=6892&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 7, May/June 2006 President’s message The very day this edition of Teacher went to press, the government and opposition MLAs unanimously passed Bill 33. The legislation, as we know, is by no means perfect and it absolutely must be accompanied by adequate funding. However, there is no doubt that it is a significant gain, one that would not have been achieved without the courage and commitment of teachers across the province. You took a strong stand last fall and compelled the government to acknowledge the crisis in class size and composition. Throughout the winter you continued speaking out, lobbying your MLAs, building alliances in your communities, and maintaining strong public support. As a result, in spring the government acted on its commitments and passed the much-needed amendments to The School Act. We still have a lot of work to do in implementing them, and we will do that together as summer approaches. At the same time, we are continuing to press our case at the bargaining table for a significant salary increase. You know we have fallen behind. How far? BC teachers’ salaries are eighth in Canada. We are already 18% behind our colleagues in Edmonton. Senior teachers like me would receive an additional $20,000 and double the prep time if we moved to teach in Ontario. The recent inter-provincial trade agreement signed by BC and Alberta allows our teachers and other professionals to work in Alberta without having to do anything to re-certify. If BC wants to prevent an exodus of highly trained people across the Rockies, it will have to provide competitive salaries. We know we need a significant salary increase. As teachers we are very comfortable advocating for our students and our profession. But we are shy about advocating for ourselves, especially when it’s related to money. Right now our unity and commitment are needed to achieve parity. We owe it to ourselves, our colleagues (present and future), and to public education to negotiate competitive salaries and benefits so we can attract and retain the very high calibre teachers in our schools. We cannot and must not apologize for wanting a competitive salary that’s commensurate with our education, skills, and responsibilities. Jinny Sims)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "Eid Mubarak to all those celebrating in BC!" @bcliberals - 06:52pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141006,globalnews.ca,http://globalnews.ca/tag/enterovirus-d68/tag/enterovirus-d68,enterovirus D68 | News, Videos & Articles Your Region: National BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg On TV: News Hour Sections National National sections Locals Local sections Watch Watch sections Search Canada Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released Sections Health Money Consumer Tech Entertainment Environment Science Lifestyle Sports Featured Canada World Politics Investigations Canada Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released Your Region National Change BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Health Money Consumer Tech Entertainment Environment Science Lifestyle Sports Jump to a Region National BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Man trying to reach Bermuda in inflatable bubble rescued by Coast Guard Schedule NowNews Hour 6:30pmGlobal National More Programs Global National The West Block 16x9 The Morning Show More Personalities Dawna Friesen Carolyn Jarvis Liza Fromer Tom Clark More News Major snowfall covers N. Manitoba Entertainment ‘Gone Girl’ wins weekend box office News Journalist with Ebola arrives at US hospital Canada Quebecor sells off Sun newspaper chain News Crowdfunded bus debuts in Toronto Entertainment Depardieu reveals past as escort, thief Canada MPs debate motion for airstrikes in Iraq Sports NBA extends television deals for 9 years Trending Maple Syrup Heist Hong Kong protests Iraq crisis Luka Magnotta Ebola outbreak enterovirus D68 Ukraine Retail Wars enterovirus D68 Health 7 hours ago U.S. official: Enterovirus D68 caused boy’s death A virus that has been causing severe respiratory illness across the U.S. is responsible for the death of a 4-year-old boy in New Jersey. Continue reading → Global News October 4, 2014 9:00 pm 9th person diagnosed with Enterovirus D68 in B.C. A ninth child has been diagnosed with Enterovirus-D68 according to Dr. Danuta Skowronski with the B.C. Centre for Disease Control. Continue reading →   What is this? Branded content is written by or on behalf of our sponsor and not by Global News' editorial staff. If you'd like to learn more... What is this ? X What is this? Branded content is written by or on behalf of our sponsor and not by Global News' editorial staff. If you'd like to learn more... More stories below News Hour Final Toronto October 3, 2014 6:15 pm SickKids Hospital testing 3 patients for Enterovirus D68 The Hospital for Sick Children in Toronto is awaiting test results of three patients for Enterovirus D68 after exhibiting muscle weakness following respiratory illnesses. Continue reading → BC 1 October 2, 2014 10:26 pm Mom with asthmatic children concerned about enterovirus in B.C. Though most children who get the enterovirus recover with nothing worse than common cold-like symptoms, those who have a history of respiratory illness or lowered immune systems face the greatest risk. Continue reading → Health October 2, 2014 6:26 pm Potentially severe respiratory illness confirmed in Manitoba By Peter Chura Anchor/Supervising Producer A potentially severe respiratory illness that has struck children across Canada and the United States has been confirmed in Manitoba. Continue reading → EV-D68 October 2, 2014 6:00 pm Is enterovirus the culprit for paralysis symptoms in Canadian kids? They had muscle weakness and paralysis in their shoulders, arms and hips. These strange symptoms in a handful of Canadian kids have doctors baffled. Continue reading →   What is this? Branded content is written by or on behalf of our sponsor and not by Global News' editorial staff. If you'd like to learn more... What is this ? X What is this? Branded content is written by or on behalf of our sponsor and not by Global News' editorial staff. If you'd like to learn more... mysterious illness October 2, 2014 5:02 pm More Canadian children being tested for neurological symptoms Four Hamilton area patients, including one who tested positive for enterovirus D-68, are being assessed for neurological symptoms Thursday. Continue reading → EV-D68 October 1, 2014 10:35 pm 4 deaths reported in people with enterovirus D68, but exact cause unclear Four people who were infected with enterovirus D68 in the U.S. have died, but what role the virus played in the deaths is unclear. Continue reading → More stories below Health September 26, 2014 9:15 pm Is enterovirus cause of weakness, paralysis in 9 Colorado kids? Health officials are investigating nine cases of muscle weakness or paralysis in Colorado children and whether enterovirus might be the culprit. Continue reading → Canada September 26, 2014 6:55 pm Kitchener, Ont. hospital confirms case of enterovirus D68 The Grand River Hospital in Kitchener, Ont. has confirmed a case of the respiratory virus enterovirus D68. Continue reading → Load More Popular Now Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released 20224 How does Ebola spread? 5 things you need to know 18659 Accused Madeleine McCann Twitter troll found dead 9985 Ebola: 5 reasons why an outbreak is highly unlikely in Canada 7298 UPDATE: What’s the best, cheapest Canadian cellphone plan out there? 5891 Featured Content Canada Ebola: 5 reasons why an outbreak is highly unlikely in Canada What are the chances of an Ebola outbreak taking off in Canada? It isn’t likely, according to experts. And here are a number of reasons why. Continue reading → Environment Are we in the midst of a mass extinction? There have been 5 mass extinctions — the loss of 75 per cent or more of the world’s species — in Earth’s history. Scientists now believe that we are at the early stages of the sixth. Continue reading → Health Lab-grown penises may soon be ‘ready for testing’ on humans Researchers in North Carolina say penises grown in laboratories could “soon be ready for human testing,” offering hope for men who have had traumatic injuries or penile cancer. Continue reading → Canada Meet Rachel Parent — the teen fighting for GMO labelling in Canada Rachel Parent is a 15-year-old activist. Her goal: mandatory labelling in Canada of all genetically modified organisms, or GMOs that are found as ingredients in food. Continue reading → Canada Abandoned puppies on the mend Twenty hungry, cold and flea-infested puppies found in a Saskatchewan field are now being nursed back to health at Battleford’s Humane Society. Continue reading → Science Everything you need to know about Wednesday’s lunar eclipse On Oct. 8, Canada will be treated to its second lunar eclipse of the year. Find out what you can expect. Continue reading → Canada Can homegrown food win the climate change war? Wondering what’s the single most effective way to combat climate change? Plant a garden. Continue reading → Canada 16×9: An investigation into illegal lumber Timber thieves are stealing wood from the Russian Far East, processing it in China and then shipping it to North America, a 16×9 investigation has found. Continue reading → Highlights Hounds of Parliament: As commuting cyclist and budget watchdog, Frechette must make his presence known Frechette draws a line distinguishing his personality as a cyclist and as the parliamentary budget officer. But surely there’s a parallel between the assertive man he is on a bike and in the role of PBO? Continue reading → Email alerts Sign up for FREE daily Globalnews.ca newsletters and breaking news alerts Email Address National Daily News National Breaking News By clicking on the submit button, I have read, understood and agreed to our privacy policy Twitter Follow globalnews 20 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews USA Swimming suspends #MichaelPhelps for 6 months glbn.ca/ClLU9 pic.twitter.com/nqC3dQ3NhL 20 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews Hillary Clinton: military action against ISIS “critical” and “essential” globalnews.ca/news/1600343/w… #cdnpoli 32 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews Boy left in car during church choir practice dies glbn.ca/ClKBB Jump to a Region BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Connect Facebook Twitter Google+ RSS Contact Us Global News About Us Privacy Policy Principles & Practices Terms & Conditions Copyright Shaw Media Advertise Open Data © Shaw Media Inc., 2014. All rights reserved. Follow Follow “Global News” Get every new post delivered to your Inbox. Join 3,820 other followers Powered by WordPress.com Shaw Connect Expand News Entertainment Entertainment Home Celebs Movies TV Music Living Lifestyle Food Home & Living Sports Money Tech Travel Breaktime Autos Watch TV Online All Sites Global Global News Food Network HGTV History Television Showcase Slice DTOUR ET Canada National Geographic Movietime Lifetime H2 DIY Action NG Wild Mystery IFC BBC Deja Vu Twist)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=6940,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 7, May/June 2006 Take action to protect gay marriage equality by Amanda Cantelon Stephen Harper promises to move quickly on a free-vote motion before Parliament on whether the heterosexual definition of matrimony should be restored. There are 125 Tory MPs compared to 102 Liberals, 51 Bloc Quebecois, 29 New Democrats and one Independent. Any vote would be close. The current law, which defines marriage more inclusively, allowing gays and lesbians to marry, follows a Canadian tradition of positive leadership on social and human rights issues. The legislation also provides for a balance of competing rights, in that religious communities have the freedom to choose not to perform same-sex marriages. This provides for a win-win outcome based on the fundamental principles of the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms. The legalities of reversing the same-sex marriage legislation would be complicated at best. The highest provincial courts in Quebec, BC, and Ontario ruled that an exclusively heterosexual definition of marriage violates equality rights. Over 130 academics signed an open letter challenging Harper’s position that the traditional definition of marriage can be restored. If the social conservatives win this vote, it will lead to constitutional challenges. The ensuing legal battle will cost taxpayers and drag out the debate. I am sure that all sorts of shockingly conservative sound bytes will be flying out from the back-benchers of the Conservative party. That could be a positive outcome: perhaps the public would find out where MPs really stand. If you support the dignity and rights of all Canadians, take a stand and lobby your MP to vote against any legislation that compromises the rights of gays and lesbians. MPs need to answer to their constituents. MPs are already being lobbied by opponents of equality who want to redefine civil marriage to exclude same-sex couples. Every voice counts. Take time to make yours heard! Find out where your MP stands on re-opening the equal marriage debate. E-mail your MP. Call your MP, a phone call is more valuable than e-mail. Meet with your MP, a meeting is best. For more information and lobbying tips, check out the Canadians for Equal Marriage web site: www.equal-marriage.ca/election.php. Amanda Cantelon teaches at Eastside School, Vancouver, and is a member of the BCTF’s Heterosexism and Homophobia Social Justice Action Group. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "October is #FosterFamilyMonth. Thank you #BC for opening your homes and hearts to more than 5,900 children and youth." @John_Yap - 11:14pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/07/summer-reading.html?showComment0751341614823020,Staffroom Confidential: Summer reading Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Friday, July 6, 2012 Summer reading One of my regular readers asked me to post ideas for summer reading. Here is some of what I've been reading this past year: 1. The Death and Life of the Great American School System: How Testing and Choice are Undermining Education, by Diane Ravitch This is a must read for Canadians, because school "choice" is the single biggest threat to our public education system. It comes in by stealth...choice seems positive and for many parents offers opportunities for their children they believe are valuable. But for society as a whole, "choice" can undermine one of the most fundamental principles of a public system - equal opportunity for all children. The sad reality is that "choices" cannot be exercises equally by all families and they end up creating similar inequities that we see between public and private schools. Diane Ravitch speaks with a great deal of authority, having been herself involved in the federal education bureaucracy and a one time supporter of No Child Left Behind. But her professional judgement brought her to a change of mind and she is now one of the most vocal opponents of US education "reform". This is also an easy and pleasurable read, full of anecdotes and history. 2. Hold on to your kids, by Gerald Neufeld and Gabor Mate This book taught me more about child development, attachment parenting, and classroom management than anything I ever read during my education degree. Of interest to both parents and teachers, the book reviews the role of attachment in the development and maturation of children and provides fascinating explanations for challenging behaviours of school age children including defiance, peer orientation, early sexualization, and just plain old teen "attitude". For teachers and those interested in educational policy there is a clear message - we need the time and the personal relationships with children to have meaningful impact on their lives and to keep them engaged and oriented towards adults, rather than peers. Engagement is not "frills" or "edutainment", but rather the consequence of respect and attachment earned through relationship building. And there is only one way to build this relationship - time together. Never has a book indirectly made me feel more committed to the phrase "class size matters". 3. Education and Capitalism: Struggles for Learning and Liberation, by Jeff Bale and Sarah Knopp This is the real 21st century learning. Thought provoking essays on the pitfalls of "reform" and what's actually wrong with American schools written by teacher activists in the trenches. A wide variety of issues are discussed: Is the reason for schooling really about economic advantage? The history of teachers unions. Education in corporate America. Education and social change. Social justice teaching. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 2:32 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 7 comments: Skinny DipperJuly 6, 2012 at 3:40 PM A few years ago, I do remember reading on the BBC website the school satisfaction rates between parents in England and Scotland. In England where there is "choice" in education, the parental rate of satisfaction was lower than in Scotland where children usually attend their assigned local school. I am not too sure why there were these differences in rates (especially inverse differences). I will guess that the parents in Scotland make take ownership in their local schools whereas the parents in England can jump ship to another school if they are not satisfied with the original school.ReplyDelete Skinny DipperJuly 6, 2012 at 3:47 PM http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/uk_news/education/6413811.stmReplyDelete TobeyJuly 6, 2012 at 6:29 PM Excellent suggestions all! Here are a few more to add to the list: • Ball => Global education Inc.: New policy networks and the neoliberal imaginary: Do private and philanthropic solutions to the problems of education signal the end of state education in its ‘welfare’ form? Education policy is being reformed and re-worked on a global scale. Policies are flowing and converging to produce a singular vision of ‘best practice’ based on the methods and tenets of the ‘neo-liberal imaginary’. Philanthropy, business and the governments are coming together in new networks and sites of policy outside of the framework of the nation state. This book is a first step in recording, mapping and making sense of the most important aspects of these new relations and dynamics of policy. Using the approach of ‘policy sociology’ and the methods of social network analysis, Global Education Inc. explores the policy activities of edu-businesses, neo-liberal advocacy networks and policy entrepreneurs, and of social enterprises and ‘new’ philanthropy. It also addresses the ways in which education and education policy itself are now being exported and bought and sold as profitable commodities and how entrenched problems of educational development and educational quality and access are now being addressed through ‘market solutions’. That is, by the involvement of private providers in the delivery of educational services, both independently and on behalf of the state. Universities, schools and education services are being acquired as assets by private equity companies. Private storefront schools are being set-up by local entrepreneurs and through franchising arrangements, funded through microloans. School chains funded by philanthropy and run by multi-national edu-businesses are being harnessed to the attempts of developing societies in an attempt to achieve their Millennium Development Goals and provide mass access to basic education. Curriculum materials and pedagogy software and policy ideas such as inspections, leadership, school choice and accountability are being retailed by western ‘knowledge companies’ and consultants across the globe. This book argues that these new forms of policy and policy-making require new concepts and methods of policy analysis, with chapters including: Networks, Neo-liberalism and Policy Mobilities 'New' Philanthropy, Social Capitalism and Education Policy Policy as Profit: Selling and Exporting Policy Money, Meaning and Policy Connections Global Education Inc. is a crucial book that will be of great interest to students of social and education policy and social and education policy analysts and researchers.ReplyDelete Replies TobeyJuly 6, 2012 at 6:31 PM • Giroux => Disposable Youth: Racialized Memories, and the Culture of Cruelty: Facing a crisis unlike that of any other generation, young people are caught between the discourses of consumerism and a powerful crime-control-complex, and are viewed increasingly as commodities or are subjected to the dictates of an ever expanding criminal justice system. Drawing upon critical analyses, biography, and social theory, Disposable Youth explores the current conditions of young people now face within an emerging culture of privatization, insecurity, and commodification and raises some important questions regarding the role that educators, young people, and concerned citizens might play in challenging the plight of young people, while deepening and extending the promise of a better future and a viable democracy. • Giroux => Twilight of the Social: Resurgent Publics in the Age of Disposability: During a time of social upheaval abroad and labor protests in America, we should ask: why do citizens, especially young people, so seldom act to leverage their power, assemble for protests, and build organizations to reclaim the possibilities offered by a future in which democracy matters? Looking at a broad range of topics ”from youth and the promise of new media technologies, to declining funding of schools, the economic Darwinism of globalization, and the need for a formative democratic political culture--Henry Giroux's new book is a compelling account of the erosion in recent decades of the very idea of "the social" in America and in other societies. Recent generations have endorsed neoliberal policies, leaving today's young people not only without a voice, but also saddled with a set of economic, political, and social conditions that have rendered them devalued, marginalized, and ultimately disposable. Evidence of the ongoing disinvestment in youth across the globe is all too visible and has come to the forefront today of student protests in a number of countries. Giroux looks to new ways in which citizens must seek social spaces in which the conditions exist for them to narrate themselves as individual and social agents of change. • Morrow & Torres => Social theory and education: A critique of social and cultural reproduction This book summarizes the body of knowledge about sociology of education and cultural studies as it informs educational research and critical pedagogy. It synthesizes the most relevant work in social and cultural reproduction published in the last three decades in English, French, German, Spanish, and Portuguese. The authors document and critique the theoretical discussion in developments in both advanced societies and peripheral ones, and link macro-sociological issues with social psychological ones. The book introduces theories of the state to underscore a political sociology of education, and highlights an agenda for theory building, research, and practice in sociology of education.Delete TobeyJuly 6, 2012 at 6:32 PM • Peters & Freeman-Moir => Edutopias: New utopian thinking in education Education has always been part of the search for the ideal society and, therefore, an important part of the utopian tradition in Western culture, politics and literature. Education has often served to define the ideal society or to provide the principal means of creating it. This unique collection of essays by well known scholars from around the world examines the role of edutopias in the utopian tradition, examining its sources and sites as a means for understanding the aims and purposes of education, for realizing its societal value, and for criticizing its present economic, technological and organizational modes. These essays will stimulate new thinking in ways that impinge on both theoretical and practical questions, as well as offering the reader a series of reminders of the ethical and political dimensions of education and its place in helping to build good and just societies. The collection is aimed at an audience of teachers and graduate students, although it will also be of interest to administrators, policy-makers and the general public interested in utopian thinking and its relation to education. For a preview through chapter 2, see => http://www.sensepublishers.com/catalog/files/90-77874-14-3.pdf • Rizvi & Lingard => Globalizing education policy: In what ways have the processes of globalization reshaped the educational policy terrain? How might we analyse education policies located within this new terrain, which is at once local, national, regional and global? In Globalizing Education Policy, the authors explore the key global drivers of policy change in education, and suggest that these do not operate in the same way in all nation-states. They examine the transformative effects of globalization on the discursive terrain within which educational policies are developed and enacted, arguing that this terrain is increasingly informed by a range of neo-liberal precepts which have fundamentally changed the ways in which we think about educational governance. They also suggest that whilst in some countries these precepts are resisted, to some extent, they have nonetheless become hegemonic, and provide an overview of some critical issues in educational policy to which this hegemonic view of globalization has given rise, including: devolution and decentralization new forms of governance the balance between public and private funding of education access and equity and the education of girls curriculum particularly with respect to the teaching of English language and technology pedagogies and high stakes testing and the global trade in education. These issues are explored within the context of major shifts in global processes and ideological discourses currently being experienced, and negotiated by all countries. The book also provides an approach to education policy analysis in an age of globalization and will be of interest to those studying globalization and education policy across the social sciences.Delete TobeyJuly 6, 2012 at 6:33 PM • Saltman & Gabbard => Education as enforcement: The militarization and corporatization of public schools The first volume to focus on the intersections of militarization, corporations, and education, Education as Enforcement exposed the many ways schooling has become the means through which the expansion of global corporate power are enforced. Since publication of the first edition, these trends have increased to disturbing levels as a result of the extensive militarization of civil society, the implosion of the neoconservative movement, and the financial meltdown that radically called into question the basic assumptions undergirding neoliberal ideology. An understanding of the enforcement of these corporate economic imperatives remains imperative to a critical discussion of related militarized trends in schools, whether through accountability and standards, school security, or other discipline based reforms. Education as Enforcement elaborates upon the central arguments of the first edition and updates readers on how recent events have reinforced their continued original relevance. In addition to substantive updates to several original chapters, this second edition includes a new foreword by Henry Giroux, a new introduction, and four new chapters that reveal the most contemporary expressions of the militarization and corporatization of education. New topics covered in this collection include zero-tolerance, foreign and second language instruction in the post-9/11 context, the rise of single-sex classrooms, and the intersection of the militarization and corporatization of schools under the Obama administration. For review, see => http://postcolonial.net/backfile/view?id=198Delete Reply DaisygirlAugust 14, 2012 at 7:18 PM Hi, just wanted to point out that #2 "Hold onto Your Kids" is written by Gordon Neufeld and Gabor Mate.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ▼  July (1) Summer reading ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12794&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2000 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 12, Number 5, March 2000 The facts of life: Conferences for Grade 7 boys and Grade 7 girls by Karen Kilbride Are the needs of 12-year-old girls that different from those of 12-year-old boys? What goals should a Grade 7 Boys’ Conference achieve? Why should a teacher union support a boys’ conference or a girls’ conference? Many BCTF locals have taken on the community role of planning a conference for girls who are in Grade 7. These Grade 7 girls conferences are extremely popular with the students, teachers, and parents. Student evaluations are very appreciative of the teachers who plan the conference and the many women in the community who present the sessions and provide the displays. Community response has a great deal to do with the topics presented and no two conferences follow the same plan. North Vancouver was the first local to plan a girls’ conference at the Grade 7 level. They identified the transition from elementary school to secondary as a time “when girls leave a safe environment, where they are permitted to be children, to enter an adult environment where they are young women dealing with the issues that all women face.” A Grade 7 conference is an opportunity to build the girls’ self-esteem and to provide information to smooth their entry into secondary school. In Langley, the Status of Women Committee has some of the girls’ mothers on the planning committee and as participants in special sessions just for mothers. The mothers filled out their conference evaluations with their daughters and both gave high ratings to the sessions they attended. Administration, students, and community members are also members of the planning committee. A common response on the evaluations was, “We needed more time in the sessions. There wasn’t enough time to discuss the ideas. Next time there should be more sessions to attend.” A Grade 7 conference is more than a career fair. It is designed to help students thoughtfully prepare for the transition to a secondary school and to begin to set educational goals in a safe and supportive learning environment. Presentations at the girls’ conference range from self defense, football, theatre, and native culture and art, to sexual health and career choices. The emphasis is placed on personal safety, leadership roles, self-esteem, and health. The workshops are active and the girls are expected to participate and express their opinions and attitudes. In Surrey, the girls are lined up at 07:30 on a district PD day and they remain active and involved in their sessions until 14:30. The attendance is limited to 600 girls and many are turned away because of lack of space and resources. We could easily do two sites if we had enough speakers to present and enough funding. The Surrey Grade 7 Boys’ Conference was held for the first time this spring. Three hundred boys participated. It was held on the same district PD day as the girls’ conference. The goals of the conference were very similar to the girls, “To provide a meaningful experience for Grade 7 boys before they embark upon their secondary school life.” However, the workshops were very different. Sports and sports’ stars were the draw to get the boys to participate. Well-known football, basketball, and wrestling stars were included in the program to entice the boys to attend. Safety was a topic; car safety, and fire safety were the issues for boys. The RCMP and the Attorney General’s office presented workshops on the benefits of avoiding conflict and preventing bullying and avoiding drug use. A grant was received to present anti-bullying sessions. Many community sponsors donated sports equipment to help support the conference. The Province newspaper attended, and did a story on the split between girls and boys in school success. The conference planning committee included female teachers and older female students to help organize the boys in their workshops. Unlike the girls conference where only females are involved, females are involved in many of the boys’ sessions. The demo team for karate used several older female students to show the kicks and moves in a sparring match for karate. I was able to attend sessions at the boys and the girls conferences and I was most impressed by the participation of all the students I observed. One group of girls wrote a list of leadership qualities they admire. A good leader would be: disciplined, a good listener, helpful, supportive, non-judgemental, independent, understanding, trustworthy, humourous, interesting, creative, sincere, and fun. Wouldn’t we want to see these qualities in our educational leaders? Judy DeVries, the chair of the Langley Status of Women Committee ended her opening remarks with a comment that sums up the reasons why teachers should definitely commit the funds and the time to support Grade 7 conferences. “Each person’s life is shaped by the big and the little choices they make. The committee is glad that you chose to come here today and hopes that you will make new friends, meet exciting role models, learn about yourself and others, and gain skills and confidence to meet the challenges of high school. We also hope that you learn that no matter what you meet on the road of life, there are people such as the people you meet here today who are willing to help and support you to become the person that you want to be.” Karen Kilbride is the chairperson of the Status of Women Committee in Surrey and a member of the BCTF Feminist Caucus. She is a learning assistance teacher at Kennedy Trail Elementary School and White Rock Elementary School. The BCTF has prepared a planning book for Grade 7 girls’ conferences. The booklet is written by Ieke Geise, North Vancouver and Margie Willers, Surrey. Copies may be obtained by calling Margaret Ross at the BCTF.)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8926,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, Number 3, January/February 2004 Quelle est votre préférence : labo ou ordi en classe ? par Paule Desgroseilliers Voilà la question d’actualité dans plusieurs écoles canadiennes. Selon certains intervenants en éducation, le temps des laboratoires d’information est révolu. Puisque le dialogue pédagogique est à l’intégration des matières, le respect du rythme d’apprentissage, l’approche par projet, la configuration de laboratoire d’informatique n’est plus utile. D’autres, toutefois, dont plusieurs au secondaire, s’opposent au démantèlement du laboratoire informatique, citant l’utilité du labo pour démarrer un projet, enseigner les techniques de base à toute une classe, offrir des cours à option et combler le temps libre des élèves entre les cours. Les enseignants qui préfèrent avoir quelques ordinateurs plutôt que de se déplacer au laboratoire informatique défendent leur choix en présentant les inconvénients du labo et les avantages des ordinateurs en classe. Au labo, les élèves posent souvent des questions en même temps et le professeur essaie de les gérer une à la fois. À l’occasion, ceci mène à des comportements indésirables chez les élèves impatients, cherchant à se faire aider tout de suite. Ceci mène à une interruption de l’apprentissage, le temps de faire la discipline. On relate aussi les problèmes techniques qui se produisent assez fréquemment et qui embêtent l’enseignant non-spécialiste en technologie. Et même si l’expertise y est, c’est le manque de temps pour régler ces ‘bogues’ qui frustre car souvent, on doit quitter pour céder la salle à un autre groupe. Un autre inconvénient que signalent les enseignants, c’est celui des élèves absents auxquels il faut offrir une session de rattrapage en-dehors des heures de classe. Ces mêmes enseignants optent pour les ordinateurs en salle de classe parce que cet arrangement leur accorde la liberté d’organiser leur enseignement à leur gré et de mieux gérer l’apprentissage des élèves. Sachant que l’ordinateur est à leur disposition au moment voulu et pour le temps nécessaire, ils ont une grande flexibilité pour mettre cet outil au bénéfice de chacun de leurs élèves. Avoir des ordinateurs à portée de main permet de trouver une réponse sur Internet immédiatement, de fournir des défis aux élèves qui travaillent rapidement, d’offrir un soutien ponctuel à un élève en besoin de renforcement et de différencier les apprentissages. Et dans une classe bien gérée, on peut voir l’impact de projets et d’activités exécutés à l’ordinateur sur le développement de l’autonomie, de l’initiative et de l’entraide. Enfin, maintenir un laboratoire en bon état exige des ressources physiques, financières et humaines. Pour les conseillers scolaires qui doivent fermer des écoles et transférer les élèves dans les écoles restantes, le laboratoire représente un espace spacieux qui pourrait être aménagé en salles de classe ou en salles à besoins particuliers. Dans un monde idéal, toutes les écoles auraient leur laboratoire et plusieurs ordinateurs dans chaque classe. Ceci respecterait les préférences de chaque enseignant. Toutefois, nous vivons dans des temps de compressions budgétaires et de gestion de budget équilibré. C’est vraiment le moment propice pour réfléchir à cette question. Peut-être que dans un avenir rapproché, vous allez devoir vous exprimer par rapport à ce sujet dans votre milieu scolaire. Accordez-vous le temps maintenant pour réfléchir à cette question, à savoir si avoir un laboratoire informatique ou avoir plutôt des ordinateurs en classe est un principe pédagogique ou un facteur dépendant de ressources financières ? Le débat est ouvert. À vous la parole ! Synopsis In these times of cutbacks and school closures, some schools are having to consider whether they can maintain a computer lab or whether it is preferable to equip classrooms with a small number of computers. Should this be a decision based strictly on funding or are there sound educational reasons for one or the other? Paule Desgroseilliers is an assistant director in the BCTF’s Professional and Social Issues Division (French Programs & Services). Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=28175,BCTF News Releases  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources   For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development News Release Archives 2014  2013  2012    2011 2010  2009  2008 2007  2006  Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2012 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  October 17, 2012 Teachers create professional learning opportunities province-wide  Once again this year, the 33 Provincial Specialist Associations within the BCTF are offering a rich array of learning opportunities for teachers across BC. Through PSAs, teachers exchange ideas on research, teaching strategies, curriculum development, and other shared concerns. The province-wide professional development day is this Friday, October 19, 2012 and most events continue through the weekend. “Teachers are often frustrated by the misconception that PD days are somehow a day off for teachers when, in fact, many members devote countless hours to organizing top-notch events with highly sought-after speakers and every member is engaged on these days,” said BCTF President Susan Lambert. Here is a quick snapshot of some of the highlights of conferences taking place this week: In Vancouver, Lieutenant-General Roméo Dallaire, author of Shake Hands with the Devil, will be among the keynote speakers at “Thinking and Acting Locally and Globally,” the BC Social Studies Teachers’ Association conference at Vancouver Technical Secondary. See www.bcsstaconference.ca   for more info. In Victoria, three internationally known mathematicians will be addressing delegates to the BC Association of Mathematics Teachers’ 51st Northwest Conference at the Victoria Conference Centre. See www.nwmc2012.com for more info. Education and the mental health of children and youth will be the theme of the Learning Assistance Teachers’ Association conference at Byrne Creek Secondary in Burnaby. See www.bctf.ca/lata/conference/events.htm for more info. “Inquire, inspire, innovate” is the theme of the BC Teacher-Librarians’ Conference at Riverside Secondary in Port Coquitlam. See bctlacoquitlam2012@weebly.com for more info. For the full listing of the many conferences to be held this coming weekend, see: https://bctf.ca/uploadedFiles/Public/ProD/PD-Calendar.cfm more info. The Twitter hashtag for these events is: #PSAday2012. -  30  - For more information, contact Nancy Knickerbocker, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell). -  30  - For more information, contact Nancy Knickerbocker, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell). Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=22387,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 23, Number 5, March 2011   Members set their sights on bargaining A number of members were asked recently to briefly describe their hopes for the upcoming round of local and provincial bargaining. Becky Blair, Creston I would like to see successful local and provincial bargaining with significant reinstatement of local working and learning conditions. Generally the empowerment of locals to bargain contracts satisfactorily, which address the issues of post and fill, seniority, and working and learning concerns. We are discussing strategies to encourage our board to embrace local bargaining and preparing to open. Myriam Dumont, Vancouver Maternity-leave provisions, improvements in TTOC pay and benefits, and class size/composition are the most important items for me. Sue Heuman, Surrey I hope that we become a truly inclusive union of professionals. We need to make sure all members are treated in an equitable and fair manner; distributed learning, adult educators, and TTOC issues need to be addressed. Improvements in these areas would include seniority, benefits, and paid leaves for union work. Locally, our bargaining committee has identified local issues from the survey of our members in September. We have attended the bargaining training and conference to help us understand the issues and the process. Christina McDermott, North Okanagan-Shuswap My hope is for genuine collective bargaining done in good faith. Class-size and composition provisions and prep time and benefits are most important for me. Locally we have been intensively combing through our collective agreement for areas to improve. Surveys have been used to see what our members want bargained. Kyle McVicar, Fort Nelson Quite simply, teachers deserve more prep time, more money, better benefits, and smaller classes. Our local bargaining committee is prioritizing the survey results and will be taking those issues forward in bargaining. Eli Silver, Vernon As an addition to the list I would like to see improved, uniform occupational health and safety policies in BC schools. Brenda Stewart, Nanaimo My wish is for real bargaining with both sides having the ability to make decisions at the local level. We need full benefits for TTOCs and scale pay from day one, seniority for all teachers, for call-out, and post and fill. Our local has completed a membership survey and the bargaining committee is working on finalizing objectives. Meetings are being held with local politicians. Treena Stewart, Cranbrook My hope is seniority for TTOCs; seniority based call-out and post and fill. I will hopefully be the TTOC contact on our local bargaining team, conducting discussions in staffrooms, working with the TTOC Advisory Committee, and involved with local TTOC meetings. Bruce Thomas, Victoria I want to see successful local bargaining and wage and benefits improvements provincially. In preparing for local bargaining there have been radio interviews with the local president, communication with the membership, and local action-focus groups to determine action strategies. Ongoing lobbying of politicians. – David Denyer  Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/contacts.cfm?page=PDChairs&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true,BCTF Contacts Home E-mail Lists Links A to Z Index Contact Us Help SITE SEARCH Quick Links BCTF formsBCTF NewsFrançaisLabour linksPensionsTeacher NewsmagazineTeaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Contact Us > PD chairpersons BCTF Professional Development Chairpersons Sorted by local number. Click here for sort by local name. Local Chair School Phone School Fax E-mail 1 Fernie District Teachers' Association Linda Christenson  250-425-6666  250-425-6661  pd01@bctf.ca Sarah Larsen      pd01@bctf.ca 2 Cranbrook District Teachers' Association Carol Johns  250-489-4391  250-489-0600  pd02@bctf.ca Colette Grasdal  250-426-5241  250-426-6673  pd02@bctf.ca 3 Kimberley Teachers' Association Bethany Turcon      pd03@bctf.ca Craig Hillman  250-427-4827  250-427-7106  pd03@bctf.ca 4 Windermere Teachers' Association Robyn Oliver  250-342-9213  250-342-4499  pd04@bctf.ca 7 Nelson District Teachers' Association Monica Doyle  250-352-3186  250-352-3183  pd07@bctf.ca Tamara Martin  250-352-5538  250-352-3119  pd07@bctf.ca 10 Arrow Lakes Teachers' Association Paula Rogers  250-358-7222  250-358-2533  pd10@bctf.ca 17 Princeton District Teachers' Union Gordon Bibby  250-295-3218  250-295-7914  pd17@bctf.ca Mary Bell  250-295-3218  250-295-7914  pd17@bctf.ca 18 Golden Teachers' Association Margaret Calladine  250-344-6317    pd18@bctf.ca 19 Revelstoke Teachers' Association Stacey Grimm  250-837-2173  250-837-7164  pd19@bctf.ca 20 Kootenay Columbia Teachers' Union John Horcoff      pd20@bctf.ca 22 Vernon Teachers' Association Robyn Ladner    250-545-7680  pd22@bctf.ca 23 Central Okanagan Teachers' Association Joe Jamison  250-868-1135  250-870-5020  pd23@bctf.ca 27 Cariboo-Chilcotin Teachers' Association Shirley Giroux  250-398-5800  250-398-5206  pd27@bctf.ca 28 Quesnel District Teachers' Association Carlie Borrett  250-991-5566  250-991-5565  pd28@bctf.ca 33 Chilliwack Teachers' Association Angela Woods  604-823-4408  604-823-2243  pd33@bctf.ca 34 Abbotsford District Teachers' Association Brenda Head    604-850-7692  pd34@bctf.ca 35 Langley Teachers' Association Sandy Ho  604-888-3033  604-888-2873  pd35@bctf.ca 36 Surrey Teachers' Association Anne McNamee      pd36@bctf.ca Stephen Anderson      pd36@bctf.ca 37 Delta Teachers' Association Fiona Higgs    604-599-1786  pd37@bctf.ca 38 Richmond Teachers' Association Christian Matheson  604-668-6665  604-668-6569  pd38@bctf.ca 391 Vancouver Elementary School Teachers' Association Allison Jambor      pd391@bctf.ca Patricia Gudlaugson      pd391@bctf.ca 392 Vancouver Secondary Teachers' Association Mary Filleul    604-713-5076  pd392@bctf.ca 40 New Westminster Teachers' Union Romeo Lavrencic  604-517-6316  604-517-6204  pd40@bctf.ca Sandra Lee  604-517-6090  604-517-6091  pd40@bctf.ca 41 Burnaby Teachers' Association Alexandra Peters  604-664-7056  604-664-8734  pd41@bctf.ca Barbara Henderson  604-664-8727  604-664-8818  pd41@bctf.ca Patricia Dolton      pd41@bctf.ca 42 Maple Ridge Teachers' Association Suzanne Hall  604-463-6414  604-466-6265  pd42@bctf.ca 43 Coquitlam Teachers' Association Michael Galliford  604-464-8581  604-937-8045  pd43@bctf.ca 44 North Vancouver Teachers' Association Maria Aiello  604-903-3750  604-903-3751  pd44@bctf.ca 45 West Vancouver Teachers' Association Rosemary Murray  604-981-1200  604-981-1201  pd45@bctf.ca Shannon Gray  604-981-1130  604-981-1131  pd45@bctf.ca 46 Sunshine Coast Teachers' Association Patrick McCallum  604-885-3216  604-885-7991  pd46@bctf.ca 47 Powell River District Teachers' Association Wendy Adams  604-485-5660    pd47@bctf.ca 48 Sea to Sky Teachers' Association April Lowe  604-898-3688  604-898-4706  pd48@bctf.ca 49 Central Coast Teachers' Association Coleen Fraser  250-799-5556  250-799-5757  pd49@bctf.ca Stephen Dishkin  250-982-2355  250-982-2720  pd49@bctf.ca 50 Haida Gwaii Teachers' Association Autum Gates    250-626-3214  pd50@bctf.ca Monika Hausmann    250-626-3214  pd50@bctf.ca 51 Boundary District Teachers' Association Catherine Pankoff  250-442-8275  250-442-5388  pd51@bctf.ca Linda Rawlings-Dolezsar  250-442-5313  250-442-5317  pd51@bctf.ca 52 Prince Rupert District Teachers' Union Colleen Pudsey    250-627-1348  pd52@bctf.ca Marla Gamble    250-627-1348  pd52@bctf.ca Raegan Sawka  250-627-1536  250-627-1443  pd52@bctf.ca 53 South Okanagan Similkameen Teachers' Union Nicola MacNaughton  250-498-3468  250-498-0339  pd53@bctf.ca 54 Bulkley Valley Teachers' Union Kristina Willing  250-847-2231  250-847-2165  pd54@bctf.ca Mary Neto  250-847-2231  250-847-2165  pd54@bctf.ca 55 Burns Lake District Teachers' Union Lisa Mason  250-698-7301  250-698-7349  pd55@bctf.ca 56 Nechako Teachers' Union Cindy Miller  250-996-7126  250-996-7708  pd56@bctf.ca Shawn Lank  250-699-6233  250-699-7753  pd56@bctf.ca 571 Prince George District Teachers' Association Glen Thielmann  250-562-9525  250-564-4875  pd571@bctf.ca 572 Mackenzie Teachers' Association Amber Raycraft  250-963-7060  250-963-7381  pd572@bctf.ca Christa Barnes  250-997-6340  250-997-5075  pd572@bctf.ca Karen Chadha  250-997-6340  250-997-5075  pd572@bctf.ca 573 McBride-Valemount Teachers' Association Brian Hanson    250-566-4551  pd573@bctf.ca Jennifer L'Arrivee  250-569-2295  250-569-2620  pd573@bctf.ca Julia Howard  250-569-2295  250-569-2620  pd573@bctf.ca 591 Peace River South Teachers' Association Angela Connelly    250-782-9604  pd591@bctf.ca 592 Chetwynd Teachers' Association Gysbert Ruiter  250-788-2267  250-788-9729  pd592@bctf.ca 60 Peace River North Teachers' Association Jessica Dmytruk  250-793-9125  250-630-2323  pd60@bctf.ca 61 Greater Victoria Teachers' Association Lucinda Graf  250-727-0188  250-727-2079  pd61@bctf.ca 62 Sooke Teachers' Association Brian Hotovy  250-474-1291  250-478-0738  pd62@bctf.ca Kristine Kosolofski  250-478-3232  250-391-9624  pd62@bctf.ca 63 Saanich Teachers' Association Holly Mair  250-704-4972  250-479-9870  pd63@bctf.ca Sarah Windle  250-652-9261  250-652-2094  pd63@bctf.ca 64 Gulf Islands Teachers' Association James Lightfoot  250-653-9223  250-653-2090  pd64@bctf.ca 65 Cowichan District Teachers' Association Naomi Nilsson  250-748-2251  250-746-7849  pd65@bctf.ca Sabina Reska  250-743-6916  250-743-6915  pd65@bctf.ca 66 Lake Cowichan Teachers' Association Christine Rolls  250-748-0011  250-749-4030  pd66@bctf.ca 67 Okanagan Skaha Teachers' Union Angela Seppola  250-770-7683  250-492-5981  pd67@bctf.ca 68 Nanaimo District Teachers' Association Colleen Skipper  250-758-6892  250-758-2373  pd68@bctf.ca Michael Silverton    250-751-8840  pd68@bctf.ca 69 Mount Arrowsmith Teachers' Association Denise Spencer-Dahl  250-248-3296  250-954-1734  pd69@bctf.ca Lesley Rowan  250-752-5651  250-752-8604  pd69@bctf.ca 701 Alberni District Teachers' Union Stephanie Hopkins  250-723-7522  250-723-7557  pd701@bctf.ca 71 Comox District Teachers' Association Lisa Pedersen-Skene    250-897-0487  pd71@bctf.ca 72 Campbell River District Teachers' Association Adria Anne Gleeson  250-286-0511  250-286-0938  pd72@bctf.ca 73 Kamloops Thompson Teachers' Association David Comrie    250-377-2257  pd73@bctf.ca 74 Gold Trail Teachers' Association Elizabeth Griggs  250-256-4274  250-256-4275  pd74@bctf.ca 75 Mission Teachers' Union Anna Heavenor  604-820-4587  604-820-9505  pd75@bctf.ca 78 Fraser-Cascade Teachers' Association Kathleen Koopman      pd78@bctf.ca 80 Kitimat District Teachers' Association Katherine Johnsen  250-632-6174  888-539-4732  pd80@bctf.ca Michele Sutherland  250-632-2912  888-574-1126  pd80@bctf.ca 81 Fort Nelson District Teachers' Association Shirley Kenney  250-774-6941  250-774-6988  pd81@bctf.ca 83 North Okanagan-Shuswap Teachers' Association Kyla Hadden  250-836-2831  250-836-2664  pd83@bctf.ca 84 Vancouver Island West Teachers' Union Adam Barber    250-761-4234  pd84@bctf.ca Glyn Howell    250-934-6578  pd84@bctf.ca 85 Vancouver Island North Teachers' Association Sarah Soltau-Heller  250-949-6418  250-949-6485  pd85@bctf.ca 861 Creston Valley Teachers' Association Melissa Feragotti  250-428-2051  250-428-2019  pd861@bctf.ca 862 Kootenay Lake Teachers' Association Dennis Larcombe  250-229-4224  250-353-7434  pd862@bctf.ca 87 Stikine Teachers' Association Alithia Gillies    250-771-4343  pd87@bctf.ca Andre Lagace    250-771-4343  pd87@bctf.ca 881 Terrace District Teachers' Union Karen Andrews  250-635-3115  888-456-3464  pd881@bctf.ca 882 Upper Skeena Teachers Jan Thorburn  250-842-5214  888-503-6959  pd882@bctf.ca Shirley Hobenshield  250-849-5484  888-594-2271  pd882@bctf.ca 92 Nisga'a Teachers' Union Charity Peal  250-633-2225  250-633-2669  pd92@bctf.ca Samantha Lambright  250-326-4206  250-633-2916  pd92@bctf.ca Sara Beardsell  250-633-2225  250-633-2669  pd92@bctf.ca 93 SEPF Alain Paquin  604-437-4849  604-437-9630  pd93@bctf.ca Linda Theriault  250-220-6010  250-220-6014  pd93@bctf.ca Monica Monus    604-214-9881  pd93@bctf.ca About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy Close Window Print Page   BCTF Professional Development Chairpersons Sorted by local number. Click here for sort by local name. Local Chair School Phone School Fax E-mail 1 Fernie District Teachers' Association Linda Christenson  250-425-6666  250-425-6661  pd01@bctf.ca Sarah Larsen      pd01@bctf.ca 2 Cranbrook District Teachers' Association Carol Johns  250-489-4391  250-489-0600  pd02@bctf.ca Colette Grasdal  250-426-5241  250-426-6673  pd02@bctf.ca 3 Kimberley Teachers' Association Bethany Turcon      pd03@bctf.ca Craig Hillman  250-427-4827  250-427-7106  pd03@bctf.ca 4 Windermere Teachers' Association Robyn Oliver  250-342-9213  250-342-4499  pd04@bctf.ca 7 Nelson District Teachers' Association Monica Doyle  250-352-3186  250-352-3183  pd07@bctf.ca Tamara Martin  250-352-5538  250-352-3119  pd07@bctf.ca 10 Arrow Lakes Teachers' Association Paula Rogers  250-358-7222  250-358-2533  pd10@bctf.ca 17 Princeton District Teachers' Union Gordon Bibby  250-295-3218  250-295-7914  pd17@bctf.ca Mary Bell  250-295-3218  250-295-7914  pd17@bctf.ca 18 Golden Teachers' Association Margaret Calladine  250-344-6317    pd18@bctf.ca 19 Revelstoke Teachers' Association Stacey Grimm  250-837-2173  250-837-7164  pd19@bctf.ca 20 Kootenay Columbia Teachers' Union John Horcoff      pd20@bctf.ca 22 Vernon Teachers' Association Robyn Ladner    250-545-7680  pd22@bctf.ca 23 Central Okanagan Teachers' Association Joe Jamison  250-868-1135  250-870-5020  pd23@bctf.ca 27 Cariboo-Chilcotin Teachers' Association Shirley Giroux  250-398-5800  250-398-5206  pd27@bctf.ca 28 Quesnel District Teachers' Association Carlie Borrett  250-991-5566  250-991-5565  pd28@bctf.ca 33 Chilliwack Teachers' Association Angela Woods  604-823-4408  604-823-2243  pd33@bctf.ca 34 Abbotsford District Teachers' Association Brenda Head    604-850-7692  pd34@bctf.ca 35 Langley Teachers' Association Sandy Ho  604-888-3033  604-888-2873  pd35@bctf.ca 36 Surrey Teachers' Association Anne McNamee      pd36@bctf.ca Stephen Anderson      pd36@bctf.ca 37 Delta Teachers' Association Fiona Higgs    604-599-1786  pd37@bctf.ca 38 Richmond Teachers' Association Christian Matheson  604-668-6665  604-668-6569  pd38@bctf.ca 391 Vancouver Elementary School Teachers' Association Allison Jambor      pd391@bctf.ca Patricia Gudlaugson      pd391@bctf.ca 392 Vancouver Secondary Teachers' Association Mary Filleul    604-713-5076  pd392@bctf.ca 40 New Westminster Teachers' Union Romeo Lavrencic  604-517-6316  604-517-6204  pd40@bctf.ca Sandra Lee  604-517-6090  604-517-6091  pd40@bctf.ca 41 Burnaby Teachers' Association Alexandra Peters  604-664-7056  604-664-8734  pd41@bctf.ca Barbara Henderson  604-664-8727  604-664-8818  pd41@bctf.ca Patricia Dolton      pd41@bctf.ca 42 Maple Ridge Teachers' Association Suzanne Hall  604-463-6414  604-466-6265  pd42@bctf.ca 43 Coquitlam Teachers' Association Michael Galliford  604-464-8581  604-937-8045  pd43@bctf.ca 44 North Vancouver Teachers' Association Maria Aiello  604-903-3750  604-903-3751  pd44@bctf.ca 45 West Vancouver Teachers' Association Rosemary Murray  604-981-1200  604-981-1201  pd45@bctf.ca Shannon Gray  604-981-1130  604-981-1131  pd45@bctf.ca 46 Sunshine Coast Teachers' Association Patrick McCallum  604-885-3216  604-885-7991  pd46@bctf.ca 47 Powell River District Teachers' Association Wendy Adams  604-485-5660    pd47@bctf.ca 48 Sea to Sky Teachers' Association April Lowe  604-898-3688  604-898-4706  pd48@bctf.ca 49 Central Coast Teachers' Association Coleen Fraser  250-799-5556  250-799-5757  pd49@bctf.ca Stephen Dishkin  250-982-2355  250-982-2720  pd49@bctf.ca 50 Haida Gwaii Teachers' Association Autum Gates    250-626-3214  pd50@bctf.ca Monika Hausmann    250-626-3214  pd50@bctf.ca 51 Boundary District Teachers' Association Catherine Pankoff  250-442-8275  250-442-5388  pd51@bctf.ca Linda Rawlings-Dolezsar  250-442-5313  250-442-5317  pd51@bctf.ca 52 Prince Rupert District Teachers' Union Colleen Pudsey    250-627-1348  pd52@bctf.ca Marla Gamble    250-627-1348  pd52@bctf.ca Raegan Sawka  250-627-1536  250-627-1443  pd52@bctf.ca 53 South Okanagan Similkameen Teachers' Union Nicola MacNaughton  250-498-3468  250-498-0339  pd53@bctf.ca 54 Bulkley Valley Teachers' Union Kristina Willing  250-847-2231  250-847-2165  pd54@bctf.ca Mary Neto  250-847-2231  250-847-2165  pd54@bctf.ca 55 Burns Lake District Teachers' Union Lisa Mason  250-698-7301  250-698-7349  pd55@bctf.ca 56 Nechako Teachers' Union Cindy Miller  250-996-7126  250-996-7708  pd56@bctf.ca Shawn Lank  250-699-6233  250-699-7753  pd56@bctf.ca 571 Prince George District Teachers' Association Glen Thielmann  250-562-9525  250-564-4875  pd571@bctf.ca 572 Mackenzie Teachers' Association Amber Raycraft  250-963-7060  250-963-7381  pd572@bctf.ca Christa Barnes  250-997-6340  250-997-5075  pd572@bctf.ca Karen Chadha  250-997-6340  250-997-5075  pd572@bctf.ca 573 McBride-Valemount Teachers' Association Brian Hanson    250-566-4551  pd573@bctf.ca Jennifer L'Arrivee  250-569-2295  250-569-2620  pd573@bctf.ca Julia Howard  250-569-2295  250-569-2620  pd573@bctf.ca 591 Peace River South Teachers' Association Angela Connelly    250-782-9604  pd591@bctf.ca 592 Chetwynd Teachers' Association Gysbert Ruiter  250-788-2267  250-788-9729  pd592@bctf.ca 60 Peace River North Teachers' Association Jessica Dmytruk  250-793-9125  250-630-2323  pd60@bctf.ca 61 Greater Victoria Teachers' Association Lucinda Graf  250-727-0188  250-727-2079  pd61@bctf.ca 62 Sooke Teachers' Association Brian Hotovy  250-474-1291  250-478-0738  pd62@bctf.ca Kristine Kosolofski  250-478-3232  250-391-9624  pd62@bctf.ca 63 Saanich Teachers' Association Holly Mair  250-704-4972  250-479-9870  pd63@bctf.ca Sarah Windle  250-652-9261  250-652-2094  pd63@bctf.ca 64 Gulf Islands Teachers' Association James Lightfoot  250-653-9223  250-653-2090  pd64@bctf.ca 65 Cowichan District Teachers' Association Naomi Nilsson  250-748-2251  250-746-7849  pd65@bctf.ca Sabina Reska  250-743-6916  250-743-6915  pd65@bctf.ca 66 Lake Cowichan Teachers' Association Christine Rolls  250-748-0011  250-749-4030  pd66@bctf.ca 67 Okanagan Skaha Teachers' Union Angela Seppola  250-770-7683  250-492-5981  pd67@bctf.ca 68 Nanaimo District Teachers' Association Colleen Skipper  250-758-6892  250-758-2373  pd68@bctf.ca Michael Silverton    250-751-8840  pd68@bctf.ca 69 Mount Arrowsmith Teachers' Association Denise Spencer-Dahl  250-248-3296  250-954-1734  pd69@bctf.ca Lesley Rowan  250-752-5651  250-752-8604  pd69@bctf.ca 701 Alberni District Teachers' Union Stephanie Hopkins  250-723-7522  250-723-7557  pd701@bctf.ca 71 Comox District Teachers' Association Lisa Pedersen-Skene    250-897-0487  pd71@bctf.ca 72 Campbell River District Teachers' Association Adria Anne Gleeson  250-286-0511  250-286-0938  pd72@bctf.ca 73 Kamloops Thompson Teachers' Association David Comrie    250-377-2257  pd73@bctf.ca 74 Gold Trail Teachers' Association Elizabeth Griggs  250-256-4274  250-256-4275  pd74@bctf.ca 75 Mission Teachers' Union Anna Heavenor  604-820-4587  604-820-9505  pd75@bctf.ca 78 Fraser-Cascade Teachers' Association Kathleen Koopman      pd78@bctf.ca 80 Kitimat District Teachers' Association Katherine Johnsen  250-632-6174  888-539-4732  pd80@bctf.ca Michele Sutherland  250-632-2912  888-574-1126  pd80@bctf.ca 81 Fort Nelson District Teachers' Association Shirley Kenney  250-774-6941  250-774-6988  pd81@bctf.ca 83 North Okanagan-Shuswap Teachers' Association Kyla Hadden  250-836-2831  250-836-2664  pd83@bctf.ca 84 Vancouver Island West Teachers' Union Adam Barber    250-761-4234  pd84@bctf.ca Glyn Howell    250-934-6578  pd84@bctf.ca 85 Vancouver Island North Teachers' Association Sarah Soltau-Heller  250-949-6418  250-949-6485  pd85@bctf.ca 861 Creston Valley Teachers' Association Melissa Feragotti  250-428-2051  250-428-2019  pd861@bctf.ca 862 Kootenay Lake Teachers' Association Dennis Larcombe  250-229-4224  250-353-7434  pd862@bctf.ca 87 Stikine Teachers' Association Alithia Gillies    250-771-4343  pd87@bctf.ca Andre Lagace    250-771-4343  pd87@bctf.ca 881 Terrace District Teachers' Union Karen Andrews  250-635-3115  888-456-3464  pd881@bctf.ca 882 Upper Skeena Teachers Jan Thorburn  250-842-5214  888-503-6959  pd882@bctf.ca Shirley Hobenshield  250-849-5484  888-594-2271  pd882@bctf.ca 92 Nisga'a Teachers' Union Charity Peal  250-633-2225  250-633-2669  pd92@bctf.ca Samantha Lambright  250-326-4206  250-633-2916  pd92@bctf.ca Sara Beardsell  250-633-2225  250-633-2669  pd92@bctf.ca 93 SEPF Alain Paquin  604-437-4849  604-437-9630  pd93@bctf.ca Linda Theriault  250-220-6010  250-220-6014  pd93@bctf.ca Monica Monus    604-214-9881  pd93@bctf.ca)
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(20141007,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/issues/research.aspx?id=5834,BCTF > Special Education enrolments as a percentage of total school enrolment, ranked Nanaimo  	Untitled Page  For Teachers For Parents For Media Home E-mail Lists Links A to Z Index Contact Us Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources Home > Issues in Education > Inclusive Education > Research Project Special Education enrolments as a percentage of total school enrolment, ranked Nanaimo School District, October 2002 Nanaimo Schools Total enrolments by school October, 2002 Special Ed (excl. Gifted) enrolments Special Ed enrolments as % of school total Continuing Education       Continuing Education SD 68 19 1 5% Alternate Settings       5 Acres Alternate (Sept.30 enr.) 40 39 98% Northbrook Learning Centre 71 40 56% Northfield Alternate 36 20 56% VAST Centre 98 39 40% 10.72 % of Nanaimo students identified as having special needs (excluding Gifted) are enrolled in alternate settings Secondary Schools       John Barsby Community School 796 118 15% Nanaimo District Secondary 1,041 134 13% Wellington Secondary 1,012 101 10% Cedar Community Secondary 504 45 9% Woodlands Secondary 740 65 9% Dover Bay Secondary 1,639 106 6% Ladysmith Secondary 874 52 6% Nanaimo District Secondary - Fr. Imm. 191 0 0% Nanaimo District Secondary - Pr. Cadre 15 0 0% 48.25 % of Nanaimo students identified as having special needs (excluding Gifted) are enrolled in secondary schools Elementary Schools       Princess Anne Elementary 105 14 13% Quarterway Elementary 128 17 13% Dufferin Crescent Elementary 223 26 12% Georgia Avenue Elementary 464 56 12% Brechin Elementary 201 22 11% North Oyster Elementary 176 20 11% Gabriola Elementary 235 22 9% Princess Royal Elementary 69 6 9% Fairview Elementary 367 29 8% Uplands Park Elementary 311 25 8% Forest Park Elementary 285 21 7% Coal Tyee Elementary 318 19 6% Rutherford Community School 378 23 6% Bayview Elementary 214 10 5% Ladysmith Intermediate 367 18 5% Mount Benson Elementary 229 11 5% North Cedar Intermediate 260 13 5% Park Avenue Elementary 286 14 5% Pleasant Valley Elementary 286 15 5% Randerson Ridge Elementary 347 16 5% Seaview Elementary 298 14 5% Chase River Elementary 202 8 4% Cilaire Elementary 188 8 4% Frank J. Ney Elementary 247 11 4% McGirr Elementary 451 18 4% Rock City Elementary 328 14 4% South Wellington Elementary 100 4 4% Waterloo Elementary 94 4 4% Departure Bay Elementary 260 9 3% Harewood Elementary - Fr. Imm. 111 3 3% Ladysmith Primary 316 11 3% Woodbank Primary 230 8 3% Cinnabar Valley Elementary 178 3 2% Davis Road Elementary 127 3 2% Mountain View Elementary 424 9 2% Pauline Haarer Elementary - Fr. Imm. 259 3 1% Hammond Bay Elem - Fr. Imm. 146 0 0% Hammond Bay Elementary 12 0 0% Quarterway Elementary - Fr. Imm. 151 0 0% 40.94 % of Nanaimo students identified as having special needs (excluding Gifted) are enrolled in elementary schools TOTALS 16,428 1,287 8% SOURCES: Total enrolments: District enrolment summary report: District annual student enrolments - for the month of October, 2002 (dated Nov. 1/02) Special Ed enrolments: (Form 1701) Special education summary by school, as at September 30, 2002 (M. of Ed. echo report dated Oct. 17/02)   About Us | News & Events | Publications | Advocacy & Action | Social Justice | Issues in Education © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Touring a natural gas drilling rig with @MLA Mike Bernier, and Brian from EnCana http://t.co/AifdJ4H07b" @Teresa_Wat - 06:01pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141006,globalnews.ca,http://globalnews.ca/news/1578755/mobile-breast-health-bus-rolls-into-montreal/,Mobile breast health bus rolls into Montreal - Montreal | Globalnews.ca Your Region: National BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg On TV: News Hour Sections National National sections Locals Local sections Watch Watch sections Search Canada Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released Sections Health Money Consumer Tech Entertainment Environment Science Lifestyle Sports Featured Canada World Politics Investigations Canada Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released Your Region National Change BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Health Money Consumer Tech Entertainment Environment Science Lifestyle Sports Jump to a Region National BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Man trying to reach Bermuda in inflatable bubble rescued by Coast Guard Schedule NowNews Hour 6:30pmGlobal National More Programs Global National The West Block 16x9 The Morning Show More Personalities Dawna Friesen Carolyn Jarvis Liza Fromer Tom Clark More News Major snowfall covers N. Manitoba Entertainment ‘Gone Girl’ wins weekend box office News Journalist with Ebola arrives at US hospital Canada Quebecor sells off Sun newspaper chain News Crowdfunded bus debuts in Toronto Entertainment Depardieu reveals past as escort, thief Canada MPs debate motion for airstrikes in Iraq Sports NBA extends television deals for 9 years Trending Maple Syrup Heist Hong Kong protests Iraq crisis Luka Magnotta Ebola outbreak enterovirus D68 Ukraine Retail Wars breast cancer awareness September 23, 2014 3:53 pm Mobile breast health bus rolls into Montreal By Rachel Lau Reporter/Web Producer What is this? Sponsored content is written by Global News' editorial staff without any editorial influence by the sponsor. If you'd like to learn more... What is this ? X What is this? Sponsored content is written by Global News' without any editorial influence by the sponsor. If you'd like to learn more... MONTREAL – A bilingual, mobile breast health exhibit is rolling into town to mark Breast Cancer Awareness Month, which starts next week. Services on the bus are free of charge to the public. The customized RV known as La Virée Rose is visiting more than 120 towns across the province over the next few months. One of those stops was in the parking lot of Novartis, a Dorval-based pharmaceutical company. “The employees had a grassroots effort to try to care for patients with breast cancer,” said Timothy Maloney, president of Novartis. Novartis employees have just completed their tenth annual Ride for Life. “Our challenge is a physical challenge. It’s 600 kilometers riding from Toronto to Montreal and it’s also a fundraising challenge,” said Jason Brown, the team’s 2014 captain. The long-distance cycling event has raised almost $1 million for breast cancer research to date. © Shaw Media, 2014 Report an error breast cancer awareness la viree rose Novartis Rachel Lau Reporter/Web Producer Born in Montreal and raised on the Australian Northern Beaches, Rachel first came to Global by way of the United Nations. More Stories Health WATCH: Bra cam captures breast gawkers in cancer awareness ad Halifax run to mark 20 years of raising breast cancer awareness Canadian researchers track ‘Angelina effect’ on cancer gene screening Edmonton’s Run for the Cure raises funds, awareness for breast cancer research Over $600,000 raised for breast cancer research Comments Popular Now Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released 20224 How does Ebola spread? 5 things you need to know 18659 Accused Madeleine McCann Twitter troll found dead 9985 Ebola: 5 reasons why an outbreak is highly unlikely in Canada 7298 UPDATE: What’s the best, cheapest Canadian cellphone plan out there? 5891 Featured Content Canada Ebola: 5 reasons why an outbreak is highly unlikely in Canada What are the chances of an Ebola outbreak taking off in Canada? It isn’t likely, according to experts. And here are a number of reasons why. Continue reading → Environment Are we in the midst of a mass extinction? There have been 5 mass extinctions — the loss of 75 per cent or more of the world’s species — in Earth’s history. Scientists now believe that we are at the early stages of the sixth. Continue reading → Health Lab-grown penises may soon be ‘ready for testing’ on humans Researchers in North Carolina say penises grown in laboratories could “soon be ready for human testing,” offering hope for men who have had traumatic injuries or penile cancer. Continue reading → Canada Meet Rachel Parent — the teen fighting for GMO labelling in Canada Rachel Parent is a 15-year-old activist. Her goal: mandatory labelling in Canada of all genetically modified organisms, or GMOs that are found as ingredients in food. Continue reading → Canada Abandoned puppies on the mend Twenty hungry, cold and flea-infested puppies found in a Saskatchewan field are now being nursed back to health at Battleford’s Humane Society. Continue reading → Science Everything you need to know about Wednesday’s lunar eclipse On Oct. 8, Canada will be treated to its second lunar eclipse of the year. Find out what you can expect. Continue reading → Canada Can homegrown food win the climate change war? Wondering what’s the single most effective way to combat climate change? Plant a garden. Continue reading → Canada 16×9: An investigation into illegal lumber Timber thieves are stealing wood from the Russian Far East, processing it in China and then shipping it to North America, a 16×9 investigation has found. Continue reading → Highlights Hounds of Parliament: As commuting cyclist and budget watchdog, Frechette must make his presence known Frechette draws a line distinguishing his personality as a cyclist and as the parliamentary budget officer. But surely there’s a parallel between the assertive man he is on a bike and in the role of PBO? Continue reading → Email alerts Sign up for FREE daily Globalnews.ca newsletters and breaking news alerts Email Address National Daily News National Breaking News By clicking on the submit button, I have read, understood and agreed to our privacy policy Twitter Follow globalnews 20 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews USA Swimming suspends #MichaelPhelps for 6 months glbn.ca/ClLU9 pic.twitter.com/nqC3dQ3NhL 20 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews Hillary Clinton: military action against ISIS “critical” and “essential” globalnews.ca/news/1600343/w… #cdnpoli 32 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews Boy left in car during church choir practice dies glbn.ca/ClKBB Jump to a Region BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Connect Facebook Twitter Google+ RSS Contact Us Global News About Us Privacy Policy Principles & Practices Terms & Conditions Copyright Shaw Media Advertise Open Data © Shaw Media Inc., 2014. All rights reserved. Follow Follow “Global News” Get every new post delivered to your Inbox. Join 3,820 other followers Powered by WordPress.com Shaw Connect Expand News Entertainment Entertainment Home Celebs Movies TV Music Living Lifestyle Food Home & Living Sports Money Tech Travel Breaktime Autos Watch TV Online All Sites Global Global News Food Network HGTV History Television Showcase Slice DTOUR ET Canada National Geographic Movietime Lifetime H2 DIY Action NG Wild Mystery IFC BBC Deja Vu Twist)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=21006,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > April 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 6, April 2010  Military recruitment and racism By Marianne Neill When I was in my early 20s, two of my brothers joined the reserves because they couldn’t find another summer job. In late August, when they returned, I was sitting on the front porch at my parents’ home, listening to one of them tell me about his summer. With the crickets chirping, and maple trees rustling above us, he told me a story that shattered my understanding of what it meant to be Canadian. My brother told me that during bayonet training, the sergeant had advised recruits to imagine there was a “____ big ugly gook” standing in front of them, and they were to “lunge and thrust” with their guns. For reservists, this had been only the beginning of a lesson in desensitization and dehumanization that crossed boundaries of decency in multiple ways. Not all recruits have such sordid tales to tell. However, this story is a fragment in a culture of militarism that enables systemic racism in many different ways. Teachers must sensitize themselves to this if they are to pass on critical awareness to their students, and give them a fair chance to make informed choices about their lives. My conversation with my brother took place during the years when the Canadian military was ostensibly a peacekeeping force. It is true that during the years when the military was publicly identifying with the peacekeeping role, there were missions that called that role into question. There have been questions about Canada’s role in the removal of Aristide from power in Haiti, and we are all well aware of atrocities committed by individual troops in Somalia. Nevertheless, the dissonance between public image and actualization during that time, gave our citizenry a platform for objection when our military strayed from the role we understood them to have. Since 2002, the Canadian military has gradually transformed its public image from peacekeeping to war-fighting. The public has been non-reactive, largely because of the stealth with which the transformation was effected: an incremental, carefully planned public relations campaign that has shown us images of Canadian soldiers breaking down doors, and creeping through streets with guns, as well as rescuing women and children from vague disasters. A war-fighting military is more reinforcing of systemic racism than a peacekeeping one. Peacekeepers help develop agency, autonomy, solidarity, and advocacy (the BCTF social justice lens) in the countries they contact. Though perhaps not always in reality, their role is conceived as antiracist. In contrast, war-fighters, even while protecting one group or population, seek to conquer another. Unlike police, soldiers do not discern between one individual and another, and are not constrained by a criminal justice system. Their job is to attack a group that has been identified as the enemy. Most often in wars, the enemy is a racially and/or culturally identifiable group. The aggressive and defensive nature of war-fighting, and its identification of the enemy on the basis of group membership, means the individuals who participate in it are going to be susceptible to racism. My brother’s story exemplifies this. Clearly, I am not saying that all members of the military are racist. I am saying that the act of war-fighting is inherently racist. Fear and desensitization make individuals vulnerable to racism when they are in a war-fighting situation. This experience can stay with them in subtle ways after the crisis is over. A boundary once crossed is more easily crossed again. In the last six years, since the Canadian military has begun to transform its public role, and has been structurally integrated with the American military in new ways, we have seen more soldiers come home in coffins than we had in 50 years of peacekeeping. Recruiting efforts have stepped up, and money has been spent on a massive advertising campaign to attract youth. Promises of free education, travel, and adventure, appeal especially to disadvantaged youth. Military leaflets offer the army as a way to fight boredom. Recruiting campaigns target vulnerable groups. As such, they exploit inequities, including racism. Ads directed at Aboriginal youth are insidious in exploiting psychological needs. They promise the life of a warrior, manipulatively integrating military and Aboriginal iconography. Reserves and the Bold Eagle program for Aboriginal youth pay more than students could get for flipping burgers all summer. The Atlantic provinces produce more recruits because they are economically disadvantaged. Recruiting drives are more aggressive there. General Rick Hillier, who was Commander-in-Chief until 2007, openly advocated targeting immigrant populations for recruitment. In a just society, youth would not be drawn to the military just because they have no other opportunity to have an education. There is a reason that disadvantaged groups are targeted by recruiters. It may have something to do with all the information recruiters don’t share with recruits, such as: Military charges against Canadian forces members have risen as much as 62% since Canada started sending troops to Afghanistan. Absent without leave charges were the most frequent. The suicide rate among Canadian soldiers doubled from 2006 to 2007, and was triple that of the general population. Canada does not reveal the number of soldiers wounded so badly that they have to return home for treatment. However, during the first eight months of 2007, 108 members of the CF were eligible for an allowance given to people in this category. Finally, they do not mention the controversy over war as a solution, or the moral disturbance inherent in war-fighting. In a letter to the Toronto Star on October 9, 2008, Corporal Paul Demetrick wrote: “We respond to hostile fire by indiscriminate bombings and shelling of villages, killing innocent men, women, and children; we fire white phosphorous shells into vineyards… we hand over prisoners of war to Afghan authorities, who torture them; and we shoot and kill a two-year-old Afghan boy and his four-year-old sister… How can we inspire the Afghan people to respect liberty, democracy, equality for women, education for children, human rights, and respect for life when we are maiming and murdering them and destroying their homes, communities and the economy, and their country…?” War-fighting creates disturbance in the emotions of healthy people. Economically disadvantaged youth are more willing to hear the promises and appreciate the opportunities offered by a military career, while ignoring negative messages. This is why they are targeted for recruitment, and why recruiters don’t bother wasting too much time trying to recruit the wealthy. The injustice in recruiting to the military is effectively summarized in the concept of an economic draft. If you underfund universities and colleges, fail to support Aboriginal, immigrant, and refugee populations, and fail to guarantee a living wage, there is no need for conscription. In this country, we like to believe we are a just society. We have a Charter of Rights and Freedoms that enshrines equality rights. Yet, we do have systemic racism, and the nature of our military and its recruiting processes are one expression of it. Marianne Neill is president of the Burnaby Teachers’ Association. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12830&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2000 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 12, Number 4, Jan./Feb. 2000 Parents want class-size limits by Garry Litke A growing segment of the general public believes that class-size limits are required to maintain quality education, and support putting those limits into collective agreements. A survey conducted by McIntyre & Mustel Research asked three questions designed to assess public attitude toward class-size limits. The same questions were asked in May, 1997 and then again in October, 1999. Q. School boards argue that limits on class sizes should be removed to allow more flexibility in structuring classes. Teachers argue that class-size limits are required to maintain quality education. Which view is closer to your own? Maintain limits for quality education May 97 Oct. 99 General Public 74% 77% With Children in Public School 79% 82%   Q. In most collective agreements in B.C. between teachers and their employers, there are limits regarding class sizes that are the number of students that can be placed in each class. Do you support or oppose having such limits? Support May 97 Oct. 99 General Public 78% 84% With Children in Public School 82% 88%   Q. Do you feel that currently class sizes in public schools are:   May 97 Oct. 99 Too large 49% 43% About right 40% 41%   Conclusions: The public rejects the notion of management "flexibility" in structuring classes. The public supports class limits in the collective agreement. The public is becoming more satisfied with current class sizes. The increased approval of current class sizes could be attributed to recent improvements to the collective agreement. With Kindergarten maximums set at 20, and Primary maximums set at 23, many teachers and students across B.C. are experiencing a new level of satisfaction and the public is responding favourably. The positive public attitude is a reaffirmation of the correctness of the BCTF position. It is reassuring in the face of concerted efforts by the B.C. Public School Employers’ Association (BCPSEA) and the B.C. Principals and Vice Principals’ Association (BCPVPA) to discredit the collective agreement and class-size limits. The BCPSEA, which speaks for school boards in B.C. has called for abolition of class-size limits, citing restrictions on management flexibility. The BCPVPA, which speaks for administrators, also takes a negative view, charging that the class-size limits have created an increase in the number of split-grade classes, an increase in the number of students who have been turned away from schools in their catchment area, and an increase in the number of times a school has to re-organize. In a paper released in January 1999, the administrators say, "It seems clear that there are some negative effects of the legislation (collective agreement) on students, parents, and teachers, as well as on the principals and vice-principals." According to the recent survey results however, the public disagrees with the views being promoted by the boards’ hired managers and their bargaining agent, which raises questions for the constituencies purportedly represented by BCPSEA and BCPVPA. If BCPSEA represents school trustees, why does their approach differ from that taken by the B.C. School Trustees’ Association, who typically focus on underfunding as the source of problems? If the BCPVP Association truly represents principals and vice-principals as educators, how can they ignore the education research that demonstrates over and over again the benefits of smaller class sizes? It seems that only teachers are in agreement with parents and the public. Through collective bargaining and a strong union voice, they continue to support quality education with class-size limits. Teachers agitated for bargaining rights around class size in the ’70s and ’80s. We went on strike to achieve class-size maximums in the first three rounds of collective bargaining. We supported the recent improvements in primary numbers. Now teachers want similar improvements in intermediate and secondary class-size maximums. The public support is encouraging, but in light of the positions taken by BCPSEA and the BCPVPA, it will not be enough. It is time for teachers to begin building a unity of purpose around this issue so that in the next round of bargaining, learning conditions for children in B.C. can get even better. Trivia Question: When was the first time the BCTF adopted a policy endorsing firm class-size maximums? Answer: Class-size numbers were part of a Declaration of Working Conditions, Rights, and Prerogatives, which was adopted by the BCTF Annual General Meeting in 1976. They were based on research published by Dr. Martin Olson. Garry Litke is an assistant director in the BCTF’s Bargaining Division.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=16216,BCTF News Releases  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources   For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development News Release Archives 2014  2013  2012    2011 2010  2009  2008 2007  2006  Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2008 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE August 14, 2008 BC teachers gather in Kamloops for annual summer conference, August 18-21 From August 18 to 21, over 500 teacher leaders will be in Kamloops for the annual BC Teachers’ Federation (BCTF) Summer Leadership Conference at Thompson Rivers University. Teacher leaders from across the province will network and participate in skills development workshops as well as strategic planning sessions for the important school year ahead. “From the Lower Mainland and Vancouver Island to the Okanagan, Kootenays, and the North, teachers are converging on Kamloops to build new skills and discuss critical issues facing public education,” said BCTF President Irene Lanzinger. “We are thrilled to be back in Kamloops and excited about the work delegates will accomplish over the week. At the end of the week, delegates will return to their communities and schools with new insights about how to advocate for public education and improve learning conditions for their students. “In addition to the workshops, we have some exciting panel discussions including a presentation by renowned international social justice advocate Dr. Emmanuel Rozental,” said Lanzinger. The official opening of Summer Conference will be Wednesday morning. Media are welcome to attend the following public events Wednesday and Thursday in the Grand Ballroom, Campus Activity Centre: Wednesday, August 20, 2008 8:30 a.m. Official opening Acknowledgement of Traditional Territories: Chief Shane Gottfriedson Official welcome: BCTF President Irene Lanzinger Plenary: Dr. Emmanuel Rozental Thursday, August 21, 2008 9:00 a.m. Plenary: Panel discussion 3:00 p.m. Closing Plenary: Elaine Bernard, Harvard Law School BCTF President Irene Lanzinger Members of the media are asked to check in at the foyer of the residence at TRU. A PDF document with biographies  is attached. -  30  - For more information, contact Rich Overgaard, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell). Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2011/06/bcpsea-govt-and-trustees-proposing.html?showComment0751308892628323,Staffroom Confidential: BCPSEA, Gov't and Trustees: Proposing Wisconsin North? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Thursday, June 23, 2011 BCPSEA, Gov't and Trustees: Proposing Wisconsin North? Teachers were shocked to see the proposals put forward by BCPSEA at the bargaining table this week. On behalf of government and school Trustees, BCPSEA wants to gut teachers' collective agreements. They want almost total control over hiring, firing and placement. They want to eliminate seniority rights and due process rights. The proposals include: * A teacher evaluation system with no rules or processes, except that they must be "aligned" with Ministry and District priorities * The ability to fire a teacher after a single evaluation * The ability to move a teacher to a different job or school at any time with one month's notice * The elimination of seniority rights for teachers who wish to move positions, assignments or schools The proposals represent a wholesale gutting of hundreds of existing provisions in agreements across BC that provide reasonable processes for teacher evaluations and fair and transparent hiring processes for teachers already hired to a District. This is not about getting the right teacher into the right classroom for kids. Teachers do not want to be teaching in a class where they don't feel qualified or able to do their job. In fact, existing hiring provisions require that teachers are suitably qualified. Teachers apply for job postings based on interest, ability, qualifications and personal preference. This allows teachers to be in a job they will be best at and are enthusiastic about. It is fair and objective. The school Districts have already screened entry into the workforce by hiring every teacher in the first place (there is no seniority provision to become an employee of a school District - a teacher must go through a typical interview and hiring process before any seniority is accrued or applies). In addition, existing evaluation procedures provide mechanisms for ensuring competency and providing feedback for improvement and support. In my District, every teacher is evaluated at the beginning of their career and regularly there after or if there is any concern raised. This is not "dialogue" or a "new approach", that some Trustees and Minister Abbott claim to have interest in. This is not "supportive". It is punitive. Dialogue starts with respecting teachers as autonomous professionals, rather than seeing their exercise of choice and professional decisions as a "barrier" to improvement and the "problem". Nor does this have anything to do with so-called "21st century learning". In fact, these proposals would stifle change, innovation and creativity by forcing teachers into positions they do not want to be in. It is a top-down management model designed to exert control and conformity. This has nothing to do with improving education, and everything to do with increasing Ministry and District control over who, what and how teachers teach. It is about de-professionalizing the teaching profession. It is the same kind of attack on unions that we are seeing across the US in states like Wisconsin and now in Canada with the postal workers. This so-called "public policy" is just plain old union bashing. It is Wisconsin North. (Thanks to my colleague Kathy Couch, whose tweet on "Wisconsin North" I borrowed.) Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 8:23 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 7 comments: Silas WhiteJune 23, 2011 at 10:17 PM The irony/absurdity of the Wisconsin phrase is that Wisconsin had legislation that stripped collective bargaining rights. You're trying to compare this to mere proposals that have been tabled IN collective bargaining.ReplyDelete Starleigh GrassJune 24, 2011 at 12:19 AM As one of my colleagues said today, "It's a scary time to be a teacher."ReplyDelete Richard BeaudryJune 24, 2011 at 7:48 AM In response to Mr. White, You are right on one point. in Wisconsin, Governor Walker simply stripped collective bargaining rights. Since they have strong recall vote legislation in the state, he will probably last only 1 year before being voted out of office. In BC, we are being offered a contract that strips away all of our existing language. We are then asked to 'bargain' in good faith as long as we agree with the BCPSEA proposals as channelled by the BC Liberals. Once our contract is stripped, we may be able to 'bargain' but what is left to bargain if you have removed all provisions from the contract that protects teachers in the province. You may state that it is absurd that we are comparing ourselves to Wisconsin north but while the governor of Wisconsin decided to do away with unions with one blow, the BC Liberals, through their agent the BCPSEA and with the approval of the trustees, is doing it through 'bargaining' away all of our rights. Mr. Silas, the real irony is that you believe that this is different.ReplyDelete Silas WhiteJune 24, 2011 at 9:00 AM Hi Richard, Your description still sounds like Collective Bargaining vs. No Collective Bargaining, which is an extreme difference. When there is Collective Bargaining, both parties are equal at a bargaining table. Therefore, only one's own union/bargaining agent can "bargain away all of your rights." Also, I believe in this case only legislation has the authority to strip contracts, so it doesn't make a lot of sense that bargaining would continue/commence after such a scenario (which would presumably be a long way off anyway?). There seems to be a very strong focus right now by teachers on such a legislation/contract stripping scenario when bargaining is still going on -- and in fact the tabling of proposals has only just been finished (mostly, I understand). I still hope that both bargaining teams are determined to work away at their proposals no matter how far apart they are and reach an agreement. My personal impression as a BCPSEA board member has certainly been that the BCPSEA team is very focused on this goal.ReplyDelete Tara EhrckeJune 24, 2011 at 9:03 AM Silas, BC Teachers in the last decade were: * deprived of the right to strike via essential services legislation * legislated back to work in 2001 * stripped of bargaining rights on class size/composition and hours of work via legislation * legislated back to work in 2005 Despite a court ruling declaring one piece of legislation illegal, the government has done nothing to remedy their mistake and improve classroom conditions. Trustees voted for these draconian "themes" and are complicit. If you don't agree with them, then speak out.ReplyDelete Silas WhiteJune 24, 2011 at 1:12 PM These points are mostly true but I suspect that many unfortunate teachers in Wisconsin would disagree with the comparison: their situation is *significantly* more "draconian"... The BC government was given until April 2012 to remedy the Bills 27/28 situation. And the current bargaining themes are separate from the historical issues you've listed. I understand BCPSEA proposals (which yes, were certainly supported and proposed by boards/trustees at the "theme" stage) are different from the BCTF's proposals but that is to be expected, isn't it? I personally feel talking about the proposals should be left to the bargaining table but suspect many on the management side in BC, if they are aware of the BCTF proposals, aren't welcoming them warmly, either. That's the way it goes. Now what needs to happen is for our respective teams to continue bargaining in good faith and do their best to find agreement. That is what the respective memberships/constituents sent them there to do.ReplyDelete Nick MooreJune 25, 2011 at 11:42 PM Silas, I agree with your sentiment, but will you be surprised when the BC Liberals create new legislation that continues to inhibit teachers' ability to bargain their most fundamental working conditions? I know I won't be. Based on what I've heard and experienced in the past month I have no doubt that the Liberal government will be creating legislation that is equally as draconian as the legislation passed in Wisconsin. You're right: both sides have tabled proposals that are light years apart, and, in a perfect world, both teams will work tirelessly to reach an agreement. However, the BC Liberals have made that impossible. The mandate that the Liberals have handed BCPSEA has set up the process for failure. BCPSEA is hamstrung and they know it. Of course both sides will continue to bargain in good faith, but the the Liberal government waiting in the wings with the legislative hammer to bring forward their proposed changes regardless of the bargaining process (and I fully believe that they intend to use it if the teachers don't back down at the bargaining table), it's just a charade.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ▼  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ▼  June (14) Saanich board convinces gov't to release hold-back... BC teachers vote 90% in favour of job action Trustees give raise for themselves, but propose ze... Why does the CUPW dispute matter for teachers and ... Community Social Services workers prepare for job ... BCPSEA, Gov't and Trustees: Proposing Wisconsin No... A 21st Century Educator Personalized Learning: Portfolio writ large? The myth of the "me too" clause Saanich Board submits deficit budget BCPSEA: Fostering division and polarization or pro... Wondering what "personlized learning" means? Just ... Strategic facilities plans - a plan for more schoo... Back to the Future? Will the Liberals under Christ... ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Touring a natural gas drilling rig with @MLA Mike Bernier, and Brian from EnCana http://t.co/AifdJ4H07b" @Teresa_Wat - 06:01pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8864,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, Number 4, March 2004 AGM 2004–Special resolutions Recommendation 18 That 13C (page 87) be amended as follows: a. a new regulation 13.C 11.8 to read: "The benefit shall be offset by the amount of a pension received under any registered pension plan." b. adding to 13.C 1.3 the words: "or, who is in receipt of a pension under a registered pension plan" after the words "factor 88." c. adding to13C 19.4 (page 88) "(d) a pension received under any registered pension plan." Recommendation 19 That 13 C 3.10 be deleted and replaced with: "A member in receipt of benefits for more than 12 months shall provide proof of acceptance or denial of Canada Pension Plan benefits. A member who has been requested by the plan administrator to re-apply for, or to appeal a declination of Canada Pension Plan benefits, shall provide proof of acceptance or denial of such re-application or appeal. If the member fails to provide proof of the required application, re-application or appeal, as the case may be, the benefit shall be reduced by an amount equivalent to Canada Pension Plan disability benefits." Resolution 113 From: Vancouver Elementary Teachers’ Association That 13.C.11.2 (page 87) be amended to replace the words: "No adjustment of benefit attributable to increased salary shall be paid until the claimant has returned to work or sick leave for 20 consecutive days." with the words, "Benefits shall be adjusted to reflect any salary increase the member would normally receive from the salary scale in effect while the member is receiving benefits." Constitution and by-laws Recommendation 2 That the Constitution of the British Columbia Teachers’ Federation be amended by: 1. Amending Purpose No. 4 by replacing the words "the foregoing objects" with the words "the purposes of the Federation" by replacing the words "the said society or corporation and any other society or corporations" with the words "the Federation and any other organization," by replacing the words "having objects similar to" with the words "having purposes similar to" and by replacing the words "this society or corporation" with the words "the Federation": Purpose 4 as amended would then read: "4. To provide for the enlargement of the scope of the purposes of the Federation by permitting an alliance or affiliation to be made between the Federation and any other organization having purposes similar to the Federation." 2. Amending Purpose No. 7 by replacing the words "such other subsidiary services" with the words "such other services and programs"; Purpose 7 as amended would then read: "7. To organize and administer such other services and programs as the Annual General Meeting may from time to time order." 3. Adding a further Purpose No. 13 as follows: "13. To safeguard teachers’ pensions and act as joint trustee with respect to teacher pension funds." 4. Adding a further Purpose No. 14 as follows: "14. To continue to develop programs of social responsibility, and to provide international assistance to educational organizations." 5. Adding a further Purpose No. 15 as follows: "15. To promote the attainment of the purposes of the Federation by participation in educational, social, co-operative, electoral, political, economic, bargaining or other activity authorized pursuant to the by-laws of the Federation." Recommendation 3 Recommended by the Executive Committee and the Representative Assembly 1. That By-law 6.1 be amended by adding "local presidents" after local representatives so that it would read: "The representative assembly shall consist of the local representatives, the local presidents, and the members of the Executive Committee, but any decision at a meeting of the representative assembly shall be by vote of the local representatives only." 2. That procedure statement 25.B.02(2) be amended by adding a part (c) to read: c. "Local presidents as non-voting members, unless elected by their local as a local representative." Resolution 101 Kamloops Thompson Teachers’ Association That By-law 3.4 be amended by deleting: "If two or more school districts amalgamate, the locals in those districts shall be supported by the BCTF as the locals determined the governance structures that best meet the needs of their members" and replacing it with: "If two or more school districts amalgamate and the locals in the newly amalgamated district operate with a single local collective agreement, the locals in those districts shall amalgamate to form a single local." Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7934,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 5, March 2005 Tsunami fundraising by Lynda Bird Upon returning from Christmas break, I asked my Grade 4/5 class what interesting and important things they had experienced or learned about on their vacation. Naturally, they shared the usual excitement about Christmas and Santa Claus, getting together with family and so on. After we enjoyed some anecdotes on that theme, I asked them what important world events had happened. Hands went up, and a number of children mentioned learning about the tsunami in Southern Asia via TV, newspapers, and radio. We discussed the terrible effects that natural disaster was having on people, families, businesses, government, etc. We discussed how lucky we are to live in the East Kootenays with comparatively tiny problems. The next day, a girl in my class talked about what she had heard on the radio that morning. She said she had heard a teacher from Cranbrook issue a challenge to all schools in our district to raise money to help people suffering from the tsunami. We discussed what the students thought we should do. Everybody agreed that we should contribute money. I asked the class from what source the money should come. Should they go home and ask their parents for a donation? Would that have any meaning to them? One of the boys suggested that the money they contribute should be their own. I asked how many of them get allowances. Very few do. So I asked them, "If you don’t have an allowance, how can you give your own money?" Many hands flew up. Maybe they could do extra chores to earn the money, maybe they could donate some money they had received as gifts, and so on. We all agreed that they were great ideas. I then asked if, besides the monetary donation, they would like to do something as a class to try to help the children of the countries hit by the tsunami know that other children care. The students suggested that we make a huge card. On the cover would be a wall of bricks of hope. On the inside, we would include an outline of all the students’ hands in rainbow colours. We would all sign our names and include a picture of our class. On the back would be a huge smiley face. We would also include students’ poems about the tsunami. I eagerly told our acting principal about my class’s idea. He thought it a wonderful idea. He consulted with the principal of Isabella Dicken Elementary School, also in Fernie. Coincidentally, and almost simultaneously, two girls at that school had had a very similar idea about collecting donations. For the next 10 days, both schools collected money from students, their parents, teachers, support staff, and administrators. On January 20, we had a combined assembly in our gym, at Max Turyk Elementary School. Our acting principal, Mr. Smith, had made a computer slide show about the children in our schools and the children in the countries hit by the tsunami. After the slide show, we turned our attention to the children whose idea this had been. On the table beside them were rolls and rolls of coins collected by the two schools. Mr. Smith had invited Cindy Pace, a Red Cross volunteer, to accept a cheque for all the donations. In 10 days, our two schools had gathered almost $1,500. With the matching funds from the federal government, the total was nearly $3,000! Pace said she was overwhelmed at the generosity of the two elementary schools. The money will help to feed and clothe families and also help in the rebuilding efforts of schools, hospitals, etc. I am proud and blessed to be part of such a wonderful school. Lynda M. Bird teaches at Max Turyk Elementary School, Fernie. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media jthornthwaite last tweet "RT @BCGovNews: Keep you up to date on all the work being done on BC's Throne Speech commitments: http://t.co/G0SSHncdsG" @jthornthwaite - 04:13pm Follow @jthornthwaite BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=23825,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 1, September 2011   Privatizing of public education: Only in America or coming to a school near you?   By Tara Ehrcke   Even if you aren’t a parent or a teacher, US “education reform” probably crossed your path sometime this year. You might have seen the film Waiting for Superman, which trumpets the concept of the charter school. Or you might have watched the 100,000 plus demonstrators in Madison, Wisconsin, take on a newly minted and aggressive Republican governor attacking teacher union rights. Or perhaps you came across a news story in some US media outlet, where it is almost impossible these days not to read about someone teacher bashing. Although the American “reform” movement is over a decade old, it really heated up this year. The ideological onslaught began with the release and endless commentary on the film Waiting for Superman. If you watched Oprah’s show on September 20, 2010, you saw the program, “The Shocking State of Our Schools.” If you heard Bill Gates or Arne Duncan (Obama’s top education czar) or Michelle Rhee (former Washington, DC schools chancellor) or practically any mainstream news report, the message was the same—our schools are failing. And when the one-second sound bite got to be two or three messages, the same messages from the movie were listed off as the primary reasons for school failure: bad teachers, greedy teachers, teacher unions, teacher tenure. These ideas are not new to the “education reform” movement in the US. They date back all the way to the mid-1980s with the introduction of standardized testing in OECD nations. They were, in many ways, enshrined into law through the No Child Left Behind Act brought in by George W. Bush. And they reached their epitome and perhaps most raw expression in the film Waiting for Superman. They are public education’s very own “shock” (à la Naomi Klein), and they are designed to do something very different than improve schools. The “shock” goes like this Test scores show that our schools are failing. The most important factor in a child’s education is the quality of the teacher. Bad teachers must be leading to low test scores and failing schools. We must get rid of bad teachers. Tenure and teacher unions are in the way. And then there is the actual, unspoken motive—commodify and privatize public education. It is a difficult theory to put forward. Most parents understand that schooling is more than standardized test scores, and many understand that the tests do nothing to improve their own child’s education. They also tend to like and trust their children’s teachers and schools—certainly more so than a bureaucrat or politician. So it takes a lot of ideological interference to turn people against their child’s teacher and their neighbourhood school. At the root of this “shock doctrine” tactic are two goals—commodify and privatize the public education system. In the US, these goals are achieved in a variety of ways and take on various forms. Vouchers, testing, school rankings, and charter schools all provide market-driven incentives within a publicly funded system. They do not privatize directly, but they create conditions that mimic a private system. Parents are “consumers” who “shop” for schools using rankings based on test scores. Despite voucher systems, the parents with more savvy and resources tend to get their children into the better schools. Charters escape democratic oversight as they don’t run under elected school boards and they are outside of pre-existing union contracts. They can accept private funding (from philanthropists such as Bill Gates) and can employ more teachers who work longer at lower costs because there are no unions and no collective agreements when they start up. They even have rights to public funding and buildings whenever a public school “fails,” and are replacing public schools at an alarming rate. They really are a publicly funded private system. The “education reform” movement also comes with a variety of peripheral policy objectives: merit pay for teachers, more testing to use for more rankings—including teacher rankings as well as school rankings, elimination of teacher unions who are a barrier to school change, lowered teacher training standards to ensure an adequately large supply of new teachers just desperate for a job. So we see the publication in the Los Angeles Times of the “value added” teacher score for every public school teacher (this is meant to be a measure of how much more that teacher can improve student test scores). We see the wholesale introduction of charter schools in New Orleans after the floods, completely replacing the public system. We see the draconian legislation in Wisconsin and other states designed to drastically reduce the collective bargaining rights of public sector unions. And now, this spring, we are seeing across the US, significant funding cuts to education budgets, leading to mass layoffs. The overall result? The public system is shrinking while the private system grows. Could this be coming to a school near you? In the dark Bush years, it was common for (some) Americans to lament and wish they were up north, in Canada, that place free of the worst of the market system run amok. But while the rhetoric may be more tempered, the same trends are apparent. The most obvious is the testing, accountability and choice agenda. We do not have the same number of tests. But we have enough to produce the Fraser Institute rankings. And enough for Kevin Falcon to float the trial balloon of merit pay for teachers during the BC Liberal leadership race. Ontario has it’s EQAOs and BC its FSAs. Parents do not have vouchers and charter schools are uncommon (they do exist in Alberta), but we do have an awful lot of “parent choice.” In Canada, this is more direct—we publicly fund private schools. BC, Alberta, Manitoba, Quebec, and the Northwest Territories all provide public funding for private schools—in some cases up to 60% of the equivalent public funding. And BC is leading the way with respect to parent choice within the public system. There are no more fixed catchments. In BC, a parent can choose any school, leading to inter-school competition and notoriously unreliable enrolment projections. The attack on teachers and teacher unions is also alive and well. Ontario, in the Harris years, tried to impose a scheme of practically constant recertification requirements. Alberta has just floated the idea of a graduated accreditation system, where teachers start their careers in a probationary mode and only after decades of practise and constant evaluation do they become “professional” teachers. The BC government is revamping the BC College of Teachers and threatens, again, to make teachers a minority on their own professional governing body. Just as in the US, these “policy objectives” are justified with erroneous exaggerations of the “bad teachers” who are ruining our education system. Rather than attract the best with competitive salaries (BC is now eighth in Canada) or set high entry standards, the BC government lowered standards (only a four-year degree is now required under the TILMA trade agreement with Alberta) and has let salaries, benefits, and working conditions plummet. And finally the funding. Since the mid-1990s, and the reductions in transfer payment to the provinces, education budgets have been under constant pressure. Combined with the Supreme Court decision requiring fully integrated schools for students with special needs, the pressures on school boards are insurmountable. Fundraising has become a constant and practically a requirement for most schools. As public schools cut services, parents look elsewhere, if they can afford it. There is a flourishing growth in private specialty services for students with autism, learning disabilities and other specific educational needs, as well as after-school tutoring. The overall result? Canada has experienced a massive increase in alternatives to the public school system—homeschooling, growth in private school enrolment, massive growth in private tutoring and schooling services (see for example: www.nall.ca/res/65ScottDavies.pdf. Just as in the US, the results are the same—the public system is shrinking while the private system grows.  Tara Ehrcke is president, Greater Victoria Teachers' Association—tara@gvta.net.   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13826&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > April 1998 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 10, Number 6, April 1998 The next best thing to being there by Shayne Konar  You could call it The Adventures of Big Blue, the Magic Land Cruiser. Although the Grade 6 and 7 students and staff of School District 51 (Boundary) aren’t shrinking or transforming themselves like the characters in that other well-known series, The Magic School Bus, they are involved in a unique interactive learning experience. The Two Americas Circumnavigation Trek (TACT) Project began in the fall of 1997 with a simple premise: What would happen if you put current technology in the hands of a retired educator, Lach Farrell, as he travels from Grand Forks, B.C., to the tip of South America and returns via the east coasts of the Americas to Alaska? The results, so far, of this hi-tech, hands-on approach to curriculum and learning have been exciting. While Lach is currently in Central America, and a long way from home (Castlegar), he’s not alone on his journey. Students “ride along” with him courtesy of a global phone satellite link, digital camera, and computer providing direct voice and data communications to classrooms in Grand Forks. The alignment of time zones affords the opportunity for real time interaction/ conversation with Lach as he travels through diverse cultures, languages, and lifestyles. The “passengers” on this trip are anything but passive. They receive and send e-mail, learn Spanish, and research how people live, their environment, and history. Diverse questions about politics, economics, the effects of El Nino, ecology, and unique features can be answered on the spot. Students are in charge of their learning: directing Lach, becoming navigators, and plotting co-ordinates and trip direction. Grade 6 and 7 students at J. A. Hutton Elementary School, in Grand Forks, and teachers Andrew Mckinlay and Shayne Konar are overseeing the project. Responsibilities include scanning and editing photos and video images, organizing e-mail, and assisting with the creation of a TACT Web page. The Web page, http://www.tactproject.com, showcases the potential of an interactive learning curriculum. The Web page archives e-mail, photos, and video clips of the trip and demonstrates that a small, Interior school district can be on the cutting edge of technology and its application to the classroom. In addition, students throughout the Boundary School District, B.C, and elsewhere, can access the site, conduct research with other students, post questions, and visit related links. If you wish more information about the TACT Project, visit the TACT Web site: http://www.tactproject.com, or contact teacher Andrew McKinlay at andmckin@ sunshinecable.com or (250) 442-8275. Shane Konar teaches at Dr. D.A. Perley Elementary School, Grand Forks.)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "#FunFriday Fact: #BC has the highest small business employment in Canada. October is Small Business Month! Check out: http://t.co/20bcLmlvFP" @bcliberals - 03:55pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/bctla/info/pro-dev.html,BCTLA: professional development  for teacher-librarians Professional Development Home Contacts   the BCTLA Professional Development ...   We will strive to provide an up-to-date listing of learning opportunities for BCTLA members. Below are a set of links to a variety of professional development sites that may be of interest to the members of BCTLA. Whether you are a presenter or participant, we'd love to hear how we could help serve your region or school. Professional Development Summer Institute Continuing Education TL Inquiry Speakers Contacts   BCTLA ONLINE PROFESSIONAL LEARNING SESSIONS   2015 Winter-to-Spring Webinar Series Theme and Information TBA For more information, contact Gordon Powell, BCTLA Professional Development Chairperson.   ______________________________________________________   PAST BCTLA WEBINARS   Advocacy Tuesday, January 14, 2014; 4:00 - 5:00 p.m. PST Presenter: Dr. Ken Haycock, Research Professor of Management and Organization at University of Southern California Title: The Power of Persuasion: Developing Influence to Become Your Own Best Advocate Why are some school libraries better supported than others? Why do some teacher-librarians have more sway than others? Advocates for school library programs have focused on evidence and messaging, yet the support for school libraries continues to decline, paradoxically in the era of information access and literacy. Learn about the six key principles you should master: Authority; Commitment and Consistency; Liking; Reciprocity; Scarcity; and Social Proof.   Books on Screens Tuesday, February 4, 2014; 4:00 - 5:00 p.m. PST Presenter: Christina de Castell, Director, Resources & Technology at Vancouver Public Library Title: eBooks and Collection Development Join Christina de Castell to learn from public library experience with eBooks and what you need to know from consumer research and the publishing industry. Christina will discuss collection development guidelines for digital subscriptions and recreational reading options. The presentation will include trends and predictions about eBook use and what you need to know about devices for reading eBooks.   Collaboration Apps and Sites Tuesday, March 4, 2014; 4:00 - 5:00 p.m. PST Presenter: Richard Byrne, Editor/Owner, Free Technology for Teachers Title: Research is Better With a Friend In this session we'll build on the idea of Google Scholar's tagline, "standing on the shoulders of giants". We'll take a look at apps and sites for making research a collaborative experience. The apps and sites we'll explore are appropriate for K to 12 students and will work across multiple operating systems.   Digital Databases Tuesday, April 8, 2014; 4:00 - 5:00 p.m. PST Presenter: Gordon Powell, Coordinator of Library and Information Services, School District #38 Title: More About Databases – GVRL Learn more about the Gale Virtual Reference Library (GVRL), part of the basic bundle included with your ERAC subscription. Find out about the features of this useful resource, and learn how you can add additional professional development and encyclopedia materials. Squeezing the Juice Out of EBSCO: Canadian Points of View Tuesday, February 19, 2013 – 4:00 – 5:00 PM (PST) Presenter: Gordon Powell, Richmond School District In this web-based presentation, you will learn how the EBSCO database "Canadian Points of View" can be a tremendous resource for your Science, Socials and English students. Access hundreds of Canadian and international sources, review "for" and "against" position papers and learn how to research controversial topics. Squeezing the Juice Out of EBSCO: NoveList Tuesday, March 5, 2013 – 4:00 – 5:00 PM (PST) View Archived Webinar (skip forward in webinar for content) Presenter: Lindsay Ross, Greater Victoria School District Connect your school community to your library collection with Novelist K-8 Plus and Novelist Plus through Read-Alike titles, series, and author suggestions; ready-to-use fiction and non-fiction book talks and book lists; book discussion guides, and more, including embedded links to your library catalogue to help students and teachers not only find books but also make suggestions for your library collection. Making Sense of Copyright Law Tuesday, April 9, 2013 – 4:00 – 5:00 PM (PST) View Archived Webinar Presenter: Heather Daly, Coquitlam School District Last July, the Supreme Court of Canada clarified the provision of “short excerpts” in schools and on November 7, 2012, new copyright legislation was enacted.  So, what’s new?  Can you remix content to create new content?  What about showing films to students?  In this session, find out more about how the changes and clarifications may affect K-12 education.  Please note: the information provided and discussed in this session does not constitute or replace legal advice. Don't Quote Me On This! Tuesday, April 23, 2013 – 4:00 – 5:00 PM (PST) View Archived Webinar Presenter: Gordon Powell, Richmond School District; Jeff Yasinchuk, Kootenay Lake School District; and Arlene Anderson, West Vancouver School District Find out how cloud-based citations tools can support critical literacy and create a culture of academic integrity. NoodleBib, BibMe and EasyBib are used widely across BC by teacher-librarians.  Is one better than the others?  Should schools subscribe or use free versions?  Learn about the attributes of each system and join Gordon, Jeff and Arlene as they weigh in on their preferences. Making the Most of Your Subscriptions: Promoting the ERAC Bundle May 1, 2012 – 4:00 – 5:00 PM (PST) View Archived Webinar If you have been searching for ways to maximize the content that is provided in the ERAC bundle, and to sell your students and staff on taking the time to access it, you will want to put this session on your calendar! Presenter Gordon Powell will identify a range of resources available in the bundle and demonstrate how you can convince your staff to use these effectively to support curriculum. Curation 2.0 May 15, 2012 – 4:00 – 5:00 PM (PST) View Archived Webinar How can teacher-ibrarians use social media to manage proliferating content and deliver it effectively? What tools can you use to help your students and staff manage the information tsunami? Presenter Gordon Powell will introduce the concept of curation in the digital age, suggest specific tools that support a dynamic approach to managing and sharing content and discuss how the role of "curator" provides a model for the 21st-Century teacher-librarian. ______________________________________________________ OTHER Learning Commons Alive series School Libraries in Education with Dr. Dianne Oberg  Why Social Networks Matter in Learning for the Future with Dr. Alec Couros  Learning Commons Alive with numerous presenters from BC, Alberta, Ontario, etc. iSchool at UBC video resources, including archived webinars from BC School Library Day colloqia. http://www.slais.ubc.ca/news/video.htm ______________________________________________________ TREASURE MOUNTAIN CANADA This bi-annual conference (2010, 2012 and 2014 in Victoria) has a research focus and is intended to bring together school library researchers and practioners to envision new futures for school library programs. For more information, visit the Treasure Mountain Canada wiki at http://tmcanada.pbworks.com.   ______________________________________________________   If you are interested in where schools are headed and what issues are framing education in the 21st-Century then don't miss these important opportunities. Annual BCTLA Conference BCTF Professional Development BCTF Professional Development Calendar The Partnership: education institute SLiP Professional Development  TL Virtual Cafe Many of the other school library association and provincial library associations have links for professional development.   Teacher-Librarian Education...   Several programs of teacher-librarian education are available in BC and beyond. ____________________________________ UBC Faculty of Education Department of Language and Literacy  UBC offers two specific programs in teacher-librarianship and graduate programs in the Faculty of Education and the School of Library and Information Studies. 1. Certificate in Teacher Librarianship 15 credits (5 credit courses) for courses which teach the basics of teacher-librarianship For qualified teachers with a degree from a recognized university Has both on-line and independent study courses 2. Diploma in Teacher Librarianship For certified teachers with at least 2 years’ classroom teaching 30 credits of senior course work 5 year limit to complete May apply to transfer courses from some other Western Canadian universities 3. Masters Degree Education: http://lled.educ.ubc.ca/programs/libe/graduate.html Library and Information Studies: __________________________________ UNBC School of Education Master of Education Degree with two specializations: Counselling Specialization  Multidisciplinary Leadership Specialization    University of Victoria Faculty of Education 12.1 Diploma in Teacher-Librarianship The Diploma in Teacher-Librarianship is a 15 unit programme which must be completed at UVic.  Many of the courses are available during summer sessions, and some are offered during the winter both on and off campus. Division of Continuing Studies in Education   The Master of Arts in Organizational Leadership and Training is open to students from business, government, education, etc. ____________________________   University of Alberta Faculty of Education School of Library and Information Studies (SLIS) Diploma Programs Language and Literacy Diploma  Teacher-Librarianship by Distance Learning  Graduate Studies Instructional Technology Program N.B. UBC and U of A have a reciprocal agreement for transfer of courses. Check the web sites provided for more information.     2015 Summer Institute... 2015 BCTLA Summer Institute Date and Time: TBA Location: TBA   Cost:TBA   Questions? Suggestions? Contact BCTLA PD Chairperson Gordon Powell   ______________________________________________________   PAST BCTLA SUMMER INSTITUTES   2014: PARTICIPATORY CULTURE AND THE SCHOOL LIBRARY IN THE 21ST CENTURY Materials: http://theunquietlibrarian.wordpress.com/2014/08/28/2014-bctla-summer-institute-presentations-and-resources/ Buffy Hamilton is best known in the school library community as the Unquiet Librarian. Her presentations from the 2014 summer institute included one on subject guides and one on participatory culture. View the session materials to explore how to create dynamic and strategic subject guides. Explore also the qualities that distinguish sites of participatory learning and how school libraries might contextualize their role as co-learners that can collaboratively construct the possibilities of print and digital information, and new literacies, through inquiry-driven work.   2013: THE POWER OF READING WITH DR. STEPHEN KRASHEN AND KIDSBOOKS USC Professor Emeritus Dr. Stephen Krashen is a well-known, witty, engaging and frequently cited international expert on the importance of reading.  Researcher, linguist, speaker, and social activist, Dr. Krashen is quick to advocate for school libraries as “the hottest tool in the literacy kit”. During his day with BC educators, Dr. Krashen will share insights into free voluntary reading and its importance for children’s literacy development, the profound impact of poverty on reading, what international tests of reading can tell educators about reading improvement, and the strong connection between second language learning and reading.    2012: LEARNING COMMONS IN BC Wiki: https://sites.google.com/site/bctlalearningcommons/summer-institute-2012 Carol Koechlin presented that, "the ‘work’ of the Learning Commons is to facilitate and lead a new culture of learning that truly addresses the needs of 21st Century learners and teachers. The Learning Commons supports school wide inquiry and critical and creative thinking while fostering ‘habits of mind’ and ‘learning dispositions’ conducive to success".     Teacher-Librarian Inquiry... Teacher-librarians from around the province have engaged in professional inquiry. Here is some of their learning.    2013-14 Surrey Chapter of the BCTLA Advocacy Materials Project The Surrey Chapter has undertaken work into the development of advocacy materials. The work is sponsored in part by the BCTLA Chapter Grant. 2010-11 Delta Teacher-Librarians' Website Project The Delta Teacher-Librarians' Association worked together in the spring of 2011 to determine the components for an effective district school library website. The resulting website, http://www.schoollibrariesindelta.org/, presents images and stories that highlight the role of the teacher-librarian in BC in the 21st Century. An integrated blog presents continual updates which feature the Delta Teacher-Librarians' Associations' continuing work toward enriching learning.   2009-11 New Westminster Teacher-Librarians' Library Handbook Inquiry In 2009, the New Westminster Teacher-Librarians' Association was a recipient of a BCTLA Chapter Grant. Teacher-librarians in New Westminster were interested in documenting aspects of the role of the teacher-librarian and management of the school library in order to both examine current practice, and also to formalize it in written form. In 2010-11, five New Westminster teacher-librarians collaborated and developed an up-to-date "library handbook", which can be utilized by other districts as a model. The 2011 New Westminster School Library Handbook is a 90-page, comprehensive document which articulates current library procedures within the context of the district's vision and goals. 2009-11 Kootenay Lake Teacher-Librarians' "Active Advocacy" Inquiry In 2009, the Kootenay Teacher-Librarians' Association applied for a BCTLA Chapter Grant in order to pursue an inquiry into collaborating as professionals over a large geographic area. The term "Active Advocacy" was coined to describe the project, which is ongoing. The inquiry to date has involved the use of conferencing technology such as Elluminate and a NING, http://sd8teacherlibrarians.ning.com. A report on the inquiry, as of June 2011, is available in the Summer 2011 issue of The Bookmark, on pdf page 24.   2008-09 Vancouver School Board Teacher-Librarian Inquiry Ten teacher-librarians in Vancouver engaged in a Teacher-Librarian Inquiry to explore what is best practice and what are the best ways of sharing this within their teacher-librarian community.  Their inquiry question was "How can we, as a professional learning community, support TLs in implementing exemplary school library programs in our schools?". In addition to deep learning around inquiry itself, there was individual learning around topics such as multiliteracies, mentoring, technology integration, mentoring, environments (learning commons), and demonstrating and promoting best practice including through video. To learn more, visit http://schoollibraryprogram.pbworks.com.   Speakers-Facilitiators...   BCTLA List of Workshop Facilitators     Contacts... Professional Development Chairperson: Gordon Powell, Richmond Lesson Plan/Tutorials sharing for The Bookmark: April Hilland, Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows       BCTLA Annual Provincial Conference ... The BCTLA annually organizes a provincial teacher-librarian conference. For more information about future and past annual conferences and for past conference presentation materials, visit BCTLA Conferences. | BCTLA HOME | PRO-DEV | Professional Development > __________________________________________________________________________ ©2013 British Columbia Teacher-librarians' Association. - updated September 27, 2014 16:30 BCTLA Resources by BC Teacher-librarians Association is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Noncommercial-Share Alike 2.5 Canada License. Permissions beyond the scope of this license may be available at: http://bctf.ca/bctla/contacts.html)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/blogs/research.aspx?id=22670&blogid=7524,BCTF Blogs > Research  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources Home > Social Media > Research Blog Search this blog: BCTF Information Services—Research & Reports Provides summaries and links to new reports and studies in the fields of education, labour, and social sciences. Indiana Update, and News from Alaska Permanent link   All Posts Indiana was shaping up to be the next Wisconsin, but word came today that the 39 Democratic representatives who fled the state five weeks ago will return to the Indiana House tonight. The Democrats left to prevent quorum in the state House, where Republicans were attempting to pass a right-to-work bill which would have allowed Indianans to refuse to join unions or pay union dues. Indiana Governor Mitch Daniels eliminated collective bargaining rights for state workers on his first day of office in 2005. The right-to-work bill was yet another attack on public sector unions and would have made it very difficult for unions to organize in Indiana. Though he supported the idea behind the bill, Governor Daniels had urged Republican legislators to drop the proposal because he was worried that it might derail the rest of his legislative agenda. Although the Republicans obliged, the Democrats remained out of the state, "saying that the Daniels agenda (including an aggressive school reform program that will grant private school vouchers to public school students across the state) needs to be changed before they'll come back to Indiana and let the legislative calendar roll on." Daniels has faced harsh criticism from the anti-union right wing in Indiana, who believe that he has been too soft on the missing Democratic legislators and did not do enough to push the right-to-work legislation. The National Right to Work Committee, whose basic philosophy is that, "No one should be forced to pay tribute to a union in order to get or keep a job," took out an ad in Indiana newspapers accusing Daniels and Indiana state House Speaker Brian Bosma of "selling out." Democrats are characterizing their return to Indiana as a victorious one, even though they "obtained concessions that amount to far less than the death of 11 bills, which is what they originally sought." They did, however, force at least three Republican-backed measures to be significantly scaled back, including the elimination of the right-to-work bill, a concession on the school voucher bill, and changes to labour provisions in House Bill 1216, which has to do with government construction projects. House Minority Leader B. Patrick Bauer said in a statement, "The timeout forced by Democrats gave Hoosiers an opportunity to examine the radical agenda being attempted in Indiana and to speak out. We've protected working people from a march to the minimum wage. We've protected collective bargaining rights for Hoosier workers and teachrs. We've softened the blow to public schools and prevented passage of a bill for the private takeover of public schools. This timeout gave millions of Hoosiers a real voice in their state government." Meanwhile, in Alaska, Representative Carl Gatto, a Republican, has proposed a bill modeled on the anti-union legislation in Wisconsin, which would bar public employees from bargaining for anything but wages. State Representative Berta Gardner, a Democrat, alluded to the fight in Wisconsin when she quipped that "If the Democrats flee here, we'll have to go to Canada." Last Edited by BCTF Info. Services at 28/03/2011 4:17 PM Leave a comment Name * Email * Homepage Comment << September 2014 >> Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat   1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30         Blogroll On Education: Schools for a Civil Society B.C. Education Report (Tracy Sherlock, Vancouver Sun) The Hook/Education Teacher Solidarity UBC Educational Studies blog Where the Blog has No Name Archive April 2014 March 2014 January 2014 December 2013 November 2013 October 2013 September 2013 August 2013 June 2013 May 2013 April 2013 March 2013 December 2012 September 2012 August 2012 November 2011 September 2011 April 2011 March 2011 February 2011 January 2011 December 2010 November 2010 October 2010 September 2010 August 2010 July 2010 June 2010 May 2010 April 2010 March 2010 January 2010 December 2009 November 2009 October 2009 September 2009 Subjects Education Labour Social Sciences Recent Posts Recent Additions to the Information Services Research Files - April 2014 Recent Additions to the Information Services Research Files - March 2014 Recent Additions to the Information Services Research Files - February 2014 Recent Additions to the Information Services Research Files - January 2014 Recent Additions to the Information Services Research Files - December 2013 If you are experiencing technical difficulties, please contact the webmanager@bctf.ca. About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=10078,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 3, Jan./Feb. 2003 Indexing of pensions by Bruce Watson Historical review The year 1973 saw the first regular increases to Teacher Pension Plan pensions based on changes in the Canadian cost of living. Lifetime pensions were increased by 3% per year for pensions granted in 1971 to 66% for pensions granted on or before 1950. These increases were paid from the general pension fund similar to the current basic account. In 1974 provision was made for an increase in contributions from both the employer and the employees of up to 1% each to cover the cost of indexing. The half per cent increase from each group was effective in May 1976 and the second half per cent in April 1978. In 1974 pensions in effect in December 1972 were increased by 12% and pensions granted in 1973 were increased by 4%. In April 1975 pensions in effect as of June 1974 were increased by 12.4%. Pensions granted between July 1974 and December 1974 were increased by 5.5%. Starting July 1975 all past and future pensions were adjusted quarterly with the full increase in the Canadian cost of living index. The quarterly indexing was discontinued in January 1981 and, commencing in January 1982, the present system of indexing came into effect. Present system of indexing In 1980 a special account, the Inflation Adjustment Account, (IAA) was created within the pension plan. One per cent of the employers’ contribution and 1% of the employees’ contribution was allocated to the IAA to cover the cost of indexing. Under this revised system, effective January 1982, the annual cost of living increases became limited to the lesser of the annual Canadian cost of living change or the funds in the IAA. In other words indexing is no longer guaranteed but is subject to there being adequate funds in the IAA to pay the present value cost of the annual indexing increases. Since 1982 sufficient funds have been available to provide full cost of living increases (2003 increase was 2.3%). At the outset the Bridge Benefit was not indexed and a reduced, early retirement pension was not indexed until the retiree reached age 60. Both of these were indexed starting in 1995. The employers’ contribution to the IAA was increased to 1.13% in 1994. Starting in 1994 a portion of the employers’ contribution was diverted to pay for retiree health benefits. Any amount remaining goes to the IAA to pay for pension indexing. In 2001 the employees’ contribution to the IAA was increased to 2%. Effects of indexing To indicate the importance of indexing let’s look back over time. If a person retired in 1991 with a pension of $1,000 per month, the compound effect of the cost of living changes received over that 13-year period is 33.4% The pension today would be $1,334. Without indexing the pension would be worth $666 today. In 2001, the total of all pensions being paid was $398,998,000. Of this total, 18% or $71,397,000 was due to the indexing increases. The future Indexing is essential if the value of the pensions is to keep pace with the cost of living. As most of the employers’ contributions that would normally be allocated to the IAA are being used to pay retiree health benefits, indexing is being supported mainly from active pension plan members’ contributions and investment earnings. Retiree health-benefit costs must be contained in order that a greater portion of the employers’ contributions is allocated to the IAA to help fund the cost of living increases. Previous articles along with the Pension Bulletins sent by the Teachers’ Pension Board of Trustees have reported on actions being taken to contain the health-benefit costs. All retirees benefit from inflation protection through pension indexing; not all retirees submit health-benefit claims. Bruce Watson is chairperson of the Retired Teachers’ Association Pensions and Benefits Committee. Need pension advice? Check out the pension section of the BCTF web site at www.bctf.ca and look under the Index for "Pensions and Income Security" or go directly to www.bctf.ca/pensions/tpp. This site includes information about the new rules for purchasing leaves of absence. This is important for maternity or parental leaves as the new rules have time limits for purchasing leaves. The cost of reinstatement of a refund has been reduced and the web site has a table to estimate the cost of reinstatement. There is also a section on the tax implications of purchase of service. If you need further assistance you may call BCTF Income Security. – Dale Lauber Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11308&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2001 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 14, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 2001  Softwood lumber by Scott Lunny One of the most important issues facing the province of British Columbia today is the softwood lumber dispute with the United States. The reason is simple—B.C.’s economy is driven by its resource-based industries and by exports. Nowhere is this clearer than in the forest sector, which constitutes the economic backbone of so many of our communities and underpins our provincial economy. The forest industry is directly responsible for nearly 100,000 jobs. It indirectly supports about 200,000 more. Stumpage payments alone generate an amount about equal to spending on post-secondary education, while workers’ taxes contribute almost an equal amount; forestry generates fully 60% of our export earnings. Those are the dollars with which we buy everything from oranges to computers to medical equipment. They are, in short, the purchasing power that we use to pay our way in the world, both by buying foreign-made goods and by supporting the important services to people, such as education, that British Columbians expect from government. The health of our forest and wood economy, then, is crucial to the health, prosperity, and well-being of our province. No wonder we look with alarm at unilateral protectionist measures against our wood products, especially when they are enacted by our largest customer. When the United States, which buys almost 90% of B.C. lumber, puts a 19.3% duty on softwood lumber exports from selected Canadian provinces, we have to respond very strongly. We have to overcome a lot of misconceptions about the issue, on both sides of the border. The powerful U.S. lumber lobby, for instance, suggests that the protectionist duty is necessary because of unfair Canadian government subsidies to the forest industry, particularly in B.C. This argument has been refuted by numerous academic studies and rejected by international trade tribunals. Canadian lumber is no more subsidized than U.S. lumber. The most inefficient American mills just cannot compete against the combination of a low Canadian dollar, extremely efficient Canadian mills, and abundant timber supply in Canada. The Americans, especially in the southern pine region, having failed to improve their productive capacity are facing growing timber shortages. They have responded not by improving stewardship or investing more, but by blaming Canada. Another misconception is that the softwood duty will lead to better forest practices. That’s not true, on either side of the border. Most of U.S. timber comes from private woodlots and plantations. Most of B.C.’s wood comes from Crown land. The U.S. has already overcut many of the private lands, where forest practices are not nearly as restrictive as they are under our Forest Practices Code. In B.C., for instance, we have replanted a larger area than we harvested every year but one since 1987, and we will continue to do so. We already have better forest practices than do the Americans. Indeed, it’s ironic that the Americans do not complain about "subsidized" B.C. raw logs, with which many Pacific Northwest sawmills are topping up their output in the face of severe timber shortages. Logs enter the U.S. duty-free; companies on both sides of the border would love to do away with the log-export rules that keep the vast-majority of Crown-land logs from going to the States, taking thousands of manufacturing jobs with them. We need to mobilize society in support of a fair deal for our lumber exports. In response to a letter to mayors and councils of some 300 forest-based communities, I.W.A. Canada has already won support from nearly 40 and look forward to many more. An opposition-day motion in the federal parliament saw speakers from all parties pledge support for fair-market access. We have also received tens of thousands of names on petitions calling for the same. It’s crucial that British Columbians work together, urge the federal government to act and gain a fair, level playing field for all lumber producers, whether from Canada, the U.S., or other countries. I.W.A. Canada and other wood-industry workers don’t want or need any special advantage. With fair rules, we know we can compete with anyone when it comes to producing high-quality, competitively priced manufactured wood products. And when we do, we know it benefits our families and our communities and that we are helping to fuel the economy that all British Columbians count on. Scott Lunny is the IWA’s director of policy and information services. For more information, visit www.IWA.ca.)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2014/09/response-to-sandy-garossino.html?showComment0751410986636879,Staffroom Confidential: Response to Sandy Garossino Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Wednesday, September 17, 2014 Response to Sandy Garossino A number of teachers have pointed to a string of tweets by Sandy Garossino, who spoke so eloquently about the meaning of Justice Griffin's decision during our strike. I very much respect and appreciate her support for teachers and careful explanation of the court case to the public. However I do disagree with her analysis on our bargaining situation. Here are my responses to her arguments: My assessment is that what you achieved is very close to the highest negotiated settlement possible for you, if not the highest. #bced At the decisive moments it is very normal for those who are taking risks to feel nervous, fearful and uncertain. The art of negotiation is not to blink just at this moment. Yes, this government has a very different agenda than teachers. Yes, this is an extremely difficult bargaining situation. But teachers, workers and citizens have not ever made substantial gains in easy conditions. It always takes risk and sacrifice to win improvements to public services. The history of the labour movement demonstrates that taking risks in seemingly impossible situations is what has won historic gains. The eight hour day, maternity leave, health and safety rights - none of these came easily. We are in an era of massive inequality in which the small few who benefit from privatizing public services are pushing very hard to substantively undermine public education. This isn't just in BC, it is around the world, typified in the Global Education Reform Movement (GERM). It won't be easy, but we will never win if we don't try. One of the most destructive aspects of litigation is the fantasy that there's a clear or certain path to victory & you just hv to find it. I actually don't usually support legal strategies to make gains for public services - I agree they are limited. But the path of the tentative agreement is exactly the one government wants: Limited new monies for public education (which can be taken somewhere else...through yet more downloading of costs onto school boards); silencing the most eloquent critics of privatization and underfunding, the teachers, for five years; eliminating the need to ever implement the court case in the event government loses. I don't have illusions in a clear or certain path. But every victory requires risk and courage. If you never take that path, you never reach your goal. Teachers: You have a LOT TO LOSE if you reject this deal and proceed directly to appeal. This cannot be overstated. #bcpoli #bced We have a lot to lose if we do take this deal. More educational change aimed at privatizing a public system with no teacher action/negotiations to challenge those changes; More years of chronic underfunding, teacher stress and burnout and lost opportunities for children; A repeat of this bargaining round when the "re-opener" happens if we win the court case. I am not convinced this deal is any/much better than a legislated agreement which would be the absolute worst case scenario. They cannot legislate away the court decision - it would be illegal and would hurt their case on appeal. I have no trust that the small additional dollars in the Education Fund will translate into more teachers. It is fundamentally the same as the LIF, and during the years of the LIF, teacher numbers have decreased. This is what our own union has documented. Now is not the time to blink. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 10:43 AM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 12 comments: Greg McLeodSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:07 AM I'm not a teacher, but I think teachers have to vote no to this deal. If members aren't financially able to keep striking, voting no and returning to work under no contract is a better option than agreeing to a "re-opener", or anything else that threatens having the class size and composition language reinstated.ReplyDelete M NelsonSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:26 PM I agree. Once again, our union is willing to settle for too little, too soon. We need new union leadership.ReplyDelete Replies RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 4:51 PM The opposite. The government could wait much longer than teachers could. If you're unhappy with the deal you should ask your union leadership why they thought it was a good idea to go into a prolonged strike without a strike fund. There's a lot that can be accomplished in the negotiations, but I think it was always unrealistic for the BCTF to think it could overturn the results of the election through job action.Delete Reply BlairSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:43 PM Tara, your answer to tweet three doesn't consider the reality that a lot of younger teachers and two-teacher families faced which was that a fight to the death was going to be a lot worse on the teachers' side than on the government's. The government is not going to the polls for two-three years but teachers need to pay bills right now. We are lucky to be a one teacher, one non-teacher family. Between one earner and with savings we might make it to December before we had mortgage issues. We have friends who will not make it to October, let alone December. The old adage about taking what you can now and living to fight another day really looks pretty reasonable in our household. Your suggestion that we vote no and go back to work is not likely to work because right now the government knows they are in the best position they will ever be to hold the BCTF's feet to the fire. They have no need to let Teachers go back to work without a contract because they would be able to wave a red flag to the public blaming teachers for any continued strike. They would also thrive on the weakness of a union that went into a strike with no strike fund and then couldn't get their teachers to vote for the agreed-upon deal. It would be the perfect opportunity to break the BCTF once and for all. ReplyDelete Replies Carol SapergiaSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:56 PM I don't see the government locking us out if we went back without a contract... wouldn't that just garner support for teachers (those we.may lose briefly for voting no on the deal tomorrow)?Delete BlairSeptember 17, 2014 at 2:06 PM It would certainly garner support for the teachers....in the long run. But in the short run the gov't would have a boost because the teachers' voted against their negotiating team/executive's recommendations. Most importantly, the gov't doesn't need to last a long time. As I noted, finances are so bad for a lot of teachers that another three-four weeks is all it will take to bankrupt a small but not-too-small percentage of the membership. Those teachers are not going down without a fight and if they feel it was the union that failed them the results could be problematic for the BCTF. Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:07 PM There would only be a partial lockout if the teachers return to limited job action. Without that I highly doubt the government would do anything of the sort.Delete Reply UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:09 PM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete René MarcelSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:08 PM I have listened to Glen Hansman's comments placed insensitively as "counterpoint" to Tara's on CBC radio. I've watched video clips from both sides, from teachers, and parents and read what I can of the details of our agreement for ratification. I found out that Vince Ready pushed hard for a deal with a threat that the momentum would lost because he had to fly back east to Toronto on Tuesday for a few days. My soccer friends have asked me if it's a good deal. My wife knows that the money put into this deal comes almost entirely from the money saved by not paying teachers on picket lines. Then my 12 year-old son asked me a question that has both bothered me and helped me to decide which way I will vote. He asked, "So dad, if we go back to school will there still be (like) thirty kids and EA's coming in and out of my class all the time?" Thank you Tara for being a voice that reflects the long term reason why we stand up for public education. The Committee should be recommending that we go back to work and vote "no" so that our chance of having the better working conditions we had prior to 2002 can exist for our future grads, including my sons.ReplyDelete inschoinschoolSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:30 PM Class size and composition were the key points that we went out for, and should be the key consideration in deciding to go back (by voting yes). It would be unrealistic to think that in this round of negotiation we would be able to dramatically affect them, but what we did accomplish is the ability to maintain the fight when the clear objective of the government was to gain complete control over class size and composition. We thwarted that attempt, and kept the path open for the court case to run its course. Moreover, we gained clear language in the re-opener clause that the starting point of negotiations will from the stripped 2002 language. That's a big win. In this round, governments starting point was from the current, but ironically non-existant language struck by Justice Griffin. Add to that the thwarting of changes to teacher evaluation, and calendar and hours of work, and I think our bargaining team made a significant accomplishment. I don't for a second believe that we made enough gains to "fix" the system, give students the support they deserve, or pay teachers enough to maintain purchasing power. But I do believe that if we vote no, we open the door for big losses. Both in terms of control of the education system, and public support. I'm happy to take our modest gains, live to fight another day, and carry the support we've mobilized for continued pressure to make positive changes to public education. I'll be voting yes.ReplyDelete Replies René MarcelSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:51 PM The re-opener clause is a benefit only to the employer as it has been used by them since at least 1992 and, in this particular agreement proposal sets out to limit the ability of the union to use the court decision(s) to set negotiations on class size and composition from the standards and formula set prior to 2002. It is, as a colleague put it, "E80 with lipstick." Delete Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:54 PM The "starting point" is useless if it isn't implemented. Government just has to wait us out, which they love to do, because we get no pay increases while that happens. We've had the right to bargain CSC since 2013. Bill 22 actually put it back after two years. The reopener is not a "big win". It is a concession. What we want is if the court puts the language back, to have the language back. With the reopener, if the court puts the language back, we have to bargain the language back. That's less likely then than it would be today. There is not much to lose in this agreement. 10 minutes prep for elementary and $275 in benefit improvements. That's all I see.Delete Reply Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ▼  September (9) Reflections on the BC Teacher Strike BC Teacher strike - Lessons learned Response to Sandy Garossino Will the Education Fund improve classroom conditio... Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Class composition: a human rights perspective Class size and composition - a short visual histor... Guest post - I WILL HOLD THE LINE Teachers - let your leadership know it is time to ... ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2013/01/educators-and-enbridge.html,Staffroom Confidential: Educators and Enbridge Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, January 15, 2013 Educators and Enbridge There was some "controversy" earlier this year when the media (main stream) picked up a story about the BCTF producing teaching materials about the Enbridge pipeline. I use quotes because I don't really understand where the conflict in the story came from. I was interviewed on the day of the large rally in Victoria organized by Defend Our Coast and asked if I thought it was apppropriate for the BCTF to produce materials with a point of view. Given that corporations and interest groups routinely produce teaching materials that are biased, I see no problem so long as the teacher uses a variety of sources, and this is precisely what the BCTF intended and even recommended. So where was the controversy? Like many British Columbians, many teachers and educators are very concerned and aware of the issues related to the pipeline, tankers, the tar sands and climate change.  I noticed that at the Victoria Enbridge hearings, two recently retired teachers from the Victoria school district and one Victoria School Trustee (Diane McNally) gave presentations expressing their opposition to the project. Former teacher Janet Simpson expressed her exasperation with a hearing process so limited in producing any thorough or meaningful exploration of ideas: "...what I have is 10 minutes, only ten minutes to try to express the magnitude of what we are going to lose. 10 minutes to attempt in vain to stop us from careening down a path that will result in 10 decades of environmental devastation.  10 minutes to urge you to look beyond the short-sighted false economy that the tar sands and its related projects are creating. 10 minutes to ask why we have learned nothing about value-added resource extraction from our habit of selling raw logs. 10 minutes to point out what an incredible insult this is to every First Nation. 10 minutes to stress the value inherent in a fossil fuel and the folly in squandering it all in such a destructive way. 10 minutes to question why we should all pay such a huge price for Alberta’s diminishing prospects for sales of its polluting tar sand oil in the U.S. 10 minutes to remind you of the two major earthquakes within a recent month span and the effect of another one and its accompanying tsunami on supertankers moving down Kitimat inlet.  How prepared can we possibly be for the chaos that would result if simultaneous disasters occurred?  How much attention would one pipeline break gushing millions of gallons of oil into a remote, pristine river system get?" Beyond viewing these issues as political/environmental concerns, teachers also take a pedagogical interest in the natural environment and teaching and learning. I was very interested to read this fall about a new Kindergarden program in Sooke based almost wholly in the outdoors, and the similar program in the Gulf Islands. World-wide, there is an educational movement stressing the importance of children just simply spending time in nature and organizing curricula around one's immediate environment.  Research indicates that there are a myriad of potential benefits, including behavioural, academic and simply an appreciation for our natural surroundings and our collective responsibility as stewards of the earth. (See, for example, http://www.psychologytoday.com/blog/people-in-nature/200809/how-nature-can-transform-education.) The Enbridge hearings are a very teachable moment - for students, for schools, and for all of society. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 4:25 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 2 comments: AnonymousFebruary 26, 2013 at 1:02 PM Why was there controversy surrounding the BCTF "teaching material" on the Enbridge Pipeline? There was controversy because that material was nothing more than propaganda designed to impact the minds of young, impressionable people who look up to their teachers as sources of good information. The BCTF logo itself showing up in BC schools crosses the line. Highly biased left-wing propaganda showing up in BC schools takes things to a whole other level. ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeFebruary 26, 2013 at 4:07 PM Practically every teaching material in schools these days has a logo and most of them are corporate. Sex ed videos made by Kotex, Financial planning from VISA are just two that I've seen. The BCTF materials would be used along with materials representing alternative points of view - as any lesson materials are. There are plenty of materials available from oil companies and environmental organizations. Why shouldn't a union produce something representing their point of view? Delete Reply Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ▼  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ▼  January (2) Data representation in Achievement Reports Educators and Enbridge ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/BCTFNews.aspx?id=22702&printPage=true,BCTF News, Vol. 16, No. 6, March 2011  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Newsletters and Alerts > BCTF News > 2010-11 Archives BCTF News Teachers Working Together for Quality Public Education   Volume 16 No. 6  March  2011  Table of Contents Public poll shows strong support for funding, contractual language on class size and composition  The futility of merit pay  Showdown in Wisconsin  Increased enrolment, but fewer teachers  Campaign for better pensions  Public poll shows strong support for funding, contractual language on class size and composition A recent poll conducted for the BCTF by Viewpoints Research found that more than two out of three people blame the provincial government for the declining state of public education. Funding for public education was identified by seven out of ten British Columbians as too low and hence a major factor affecting class size and reductions in the number of resource teachers working with students who have learning problems. More than six in ten people rate teachers as the most trusted source of information about education issues. The Minister of Education is the least trusted. Teachers have the support of nine out of ten people to negotiate and include class-size and composition limits in contract. A majority support rehiring lost learning specialist teachers and teachers' right to strike. Almost six in ten respondents agree with the BCTF that negotiations should take place at the local level "so that more unique solutions to local issues can be developed instead of relying on blanket solutions for the whole province." bctf.ca/BargainingAndContracts.aspx?id=23159  The futility of merit pay Writing in Education Week back in September 2003, Alfie Kohn had this to say about efforts to motivate teachers with merit pay. "It's time we acknowledged not only that such programs don't work, but that they can't work." Two recent studies confirm yet again that merit pay for teachers doesn't work. In 2007, New York announced it was conducting a $75 million experiment in teacher incentive pay. The experiment involved 200 high schools and 20,000 teachers and found that student achievement on state math and English tests did not increase but in fact declined. Consequently the program was quietly discontinued. A second study conducted in Nashville likewise found that school math teachers' bonuses up to $15,000 did not produce gains in student test scores. Matthew G. Springer of the federally funded National Center on Performance Incentives said pay-for-performance is not "the magic bullet that so often the policy world is looking for." Alfie Kohn's article is at http://tinyurl.com/ydkwgz. The research reports are at http://tinyurl.com/4cjeavz and http://tinyurl.com/37t5cbr. Showdown in Wisconsin BCTF President Susan Lambert and First Vice-President Jim Iker travelled to Madison, Wisconsin, to show solidarity with teachers and other public sector workers whose collective bargaining rights are under attack by Republican Governor Scott Walker. They participated in a rally at the state Capitol building and met with Mary Bell, president of the Wisconsin Education Association, and Betsy Kippers, vice-president. Kippers spoke at the 95th BCTF Annual General Meeting in Victoria, March 19 to 22. "They told us how our support and solidarity gave them energy and hope," Lambert said. "At the rally there was a very buoyant, positive feeling. Clearly people feel they are building a movement that will be sustained until workers' rights and public services are valued and strengthened." Lambert emphasized that the movement is important not only for teachers and other public sector workers in Wisconsin, but throughout North America. "Madison has become a crucible for resistance, but the deep inequity that sparked these protests exists in Canada too," Lambert said. "The very elites who caused the global economic crisis still have obscene wealth, while the vast majority of working- and middle-class people are being pitted against one another in a fight for their rights and decent wages. It's unconscionable." In Wisconsin, the government is attacking not only public sector unions, but public education itself. "Public education is fundamental to democracy because well-educated, well-informed citizens are capable of asserting their rights and organizing for positive social change," Lambert said. The AGM voted to donate $20,000 to the Wisconsin Education Association in support. For more background: bctf.ca and bctf.ca/blogs/research.aspx. Increased enrolment, but fewer teachers The BC Ministry of Education continues to justify current funding levels by noting the decline in student enrolment over the last decade, yet education and population statistics clearly indicate a trend of increasing enrolment in the coming years. The number of FTE students enrolled in public schools increased by 2,595.6 FTE students between 2009-10 and 2010-11. Kindergarten enrolment is projected to increase by almost 7,000 students over the next 10 years, from 36,003 students in 2010-11 to 42,933 in 2019-20. A 2010 report by BC Stats forecasts population growth for children and youth up to the age of 15 over the next 10 years. Nor is a period of declining enrolment a justification for eroding learning support for students. Other provinces in Canada also experienced declining enrolment in the last decade but did not make drastic cuts to numbers of educators in the way BC did. Student enrolment decreased in BC (-8.8%) and Canada (-4.4%) between the years 2001-02 and 2007-08, yet over the same period, the number of educators in public schools increased by 9.8% in Canada as a whole but decreased by 7.8% in BC. Sadly, many of the teaching positions that provide support to students in need of extra support were eliminated. By 2010-11, BC public schools had 1,412.70 fewer FTE learning specialist teachers (e.g., special education teachers, ESL teachers, counsellors, teacher-librarians) to support students than in 2001-02. The BC government could have chosen to use a period of declining enrolment as an opportunity to address the unmet needs in the education system by offering smaller classes, clearing up wait lists for assessments, and increasing learning support for special needs and other unique student groups. Source: BCTF Research. Budget Update: Budget 2011 not enough to resolve funding crisis, February 2011. http://tinyurl.com/4puyx3t. Campaign for better pensions Only a matter of months ago it looked as though there was a growing consensus to enhance the Canada Pension Plan. Most finance ministers agreed at their June 2010 meeting that the best way forward is to increase CPP benefits. The Canadian public is firmly on side, with 78% of respondents supporting increasing CPP in an October 2010 Environics poll. Nevertheless at their December 2010 meeting in Kananaskis, they decided to postpone any further action on the proposal until June 2011. In a surprise move, Finance Minister Jim Flaherty moved to put forward a privately administered, voluntary program called the Pooled Registered Pension Plan (PRPP), which is designed mainly for self-employed and workers at small businesses. Clearly the world of finance and banking had lobbied hard for a private option that would work in their interests and generate even greater fee returns. The Canadian Labour Congress is campaigning strenuously to head off this proposal and demand that the provinces and federal government make the right choice by expanding the CCP at the meeting in June 2011. Join the campaign to expand the CCP by going to the CLC website at: www.canadianlabour.ca and log in to Facebook.com and search for "retirement security for everyone." Click on "like.")
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media last tweet "" @ - 12:00am Follow @ last post "" facebook/ - Jan 1st Like Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=22374,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 23, Number 5, March 2011   BCTF Advantage: Our newest partner By Patti McLaughlin  For the past year, travel offerings through the Advantage Program have been quite sparse, due to some industry-wide changes in the travel world. However, the program is delighted to introduce a new partner, who can be found on the “Travel” page of the Advantage Program website—BenefacTours. BenefacTours is a Canadian company specializing in unique safari and volunteer adventure travel excursions to East Africa. Their mission is to create memorable experiences for all their clients while promoting volunteer opportunities that improve the lives of Africans and the environment. BenefacTours can arrange private wildlife safaris, primate tracking, home stays, sporting activities, beach holidays, and volunteer placements in Kenya, Uganda, Tanzania, and Rwanda. Experience Africa! Track gorillas or chimps, witness the Great Migration as two million animals move between the Serengeti and the Maasai Mara, climb Kilimanjaro, the highest mountain in Africa, and experience watching the Big 5 in action. BenefacTours will give teachers and their families an opportunity to rediscover themselves, to make a difference in the life of a child and to fulfil the dream of making a meaningful contribution. BenefacTours African safari and volunteer adventures invites BCTF members and retired members to enjoy 10% discount on volunteer packages and a 5% discount on safaris. Volunteer  Build schools or work in an orphanage, assist with teaching, nursing, counselling, or gardening in Kenya, Uganda, Tanzania, and Rwanda. Some of your opportunities: Build schools in Jinja, Uganda. Feed babies, bathe newborns, or simply play with the toddlers in Mbale, Uganda. Assist with cooking, gardening, or teaching orphans in Nairobi, or Nyeri, Kenya. Help teach, provide counselling, or share any skill with street kids in Moshi, Tanzania. Teach, nurse, or share skills in Ruhengeri, Rwanda. Safaris  Come face-to-face with mountain gorillas or chimpanzees, watch the Big 5 in action, witness the Great Migration, meet Maasai warriors, climb Mount Kilimanjaro, kayak the Nile, or relax on the beach in beautiful Zanzibar. Choose from a pre-packaged safari or custom design your own African vacation. For more information, check the travel page at bctf.ca/advantage. – Patti McLaughlin  Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8954,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, Number 2, November/December 2003 Looking back 70 years ago We extend to the Hon. Dr. George M. Weir our sincere congratulations upon his appointment to the portfolios of Provincial Secretary and Minister of Education in the new Cabinet. It is a matter of great interest that one actively connected with education throughout his life should be called upon to take charge of the educational administration of the Province. His practical experience with the many phases of education will be of inestimable advantage to him in dealing with the many problems of administration of his department. We may look forward with confidence to a sane and progressive development of our educational system. The B.C. Teacher, November 1933 50 years ago Many teachers feel a moral responsibility to respect picket lines established by striking employees, and others believe they should at least go so far as to refuse to work where hired strike-breakers may be employed. On the other hand, many teachers regard their professional responsibility to pupils and parents, and their contractual obligation to the school board, as the paramount consideration. Feeling itself incapable of recommending a policy that adequately reconciles these points of view, the Executive established a new Labour Relations Committee, and instructed it to bring in a full report to the December Executive meeting. The B.C. Teacher, November 1953 30 years ago The time has arrived for teachers, students and parents to participate in the selection of school principals. This does not mean giving control of the selection process to any one of these three groups, but it does mean that all three should play a meaningful role. The decade of the 1970s has brought a growing acceptance of the idea that those who are affected by decisions must be involved in the making of those decisions. In the area of education, this means that the three groups most immediately affected by administrative decision-making, i.e., teachers, students, and parents, must participate in the formation of those decisions. The B.C. Teacher, November 1973 10 years ago Teachers from North Vancouver and Nanaimo have proven that class size and mainstreaming provisions in contract make a big difference to the quality of education. Both locals successfully grieved violations of their collective agreements, resulting in two significant arbitration awards. The locals’ perseverance paid off not only in better working and learning conditions but also in establishing good case law for the other locals in the province. Teacher Newsmagazine, November 1993 Chris Bocking, Keating Elementary School, Saanich Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/francais/NouvellesFECB.aspx?id=29662&printPage=true,Nouvelles de la FECB Vol. 18, No. 8, 27 Mars 2013  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Français > Nouvelles de la FECB       Volume 18, Numéro 8, 27 mars 2013  Dans ce numéro:   Les résultats des élections de la 97e AGA   L’AGA sur les médias sociaux   Adhésion APS c’est maintenant possible en ligne   Les contributions au régime de pensions des enseignants vont augmenter   Numéro spécial élections du magazine Teacher   Opportunités pour les membres   Les résultats des élections de la 97e AGA  Du 16 au 19 mars dernier, près de 700 enseignants de toute la Colombie-Britannique se sont réunis à l'hôtel Hyatt Regency au centre-ville de Vancouver pour la 97e Assemblée générale annuelle de la BC Teachers’ Federation. Les délégués ont élu le nouveau Comité exécutif de la FECB. À partir du 1er juillet 2013, Jim Iker (Burns Lake) sera le nouveau président, Glen Hansman (Vancouver-élémentaire) deviendra premier vice-président et  Teri Mooring (Quesnel) a été élue deuxième vice-présidente. En tant que membres à titre individuel, David Komljenovic (Kamloops Thompson), Teresa Grandinetti (Coquitlam), Paul Steer (Delta), Gail Chaddock-Costello (Langley) et Janine Fraser (Boundary) ont tous été élus.  L’AGA sur les médias sociaux  Avec plus de 6.000 tweets écrits par les délégués et les enseignants observant depuis chez eux, la 97e AGA a été diffusée comme jamais auparavant. Obtenez un aperçu rapide de quelques-uns des faits saillants des médias sociaux sur la page Storify de la FECB. storify.com/bctf  Adhésion à une APS c’est maintenant possible en ligne   Vous cherchez à adhérer à l'une des 33 associations provinciales de spécialistes (APS) de la FECB? Pour la première fois, vous pouvez maintenant vous inscrire ou renouveler votre adhésion en ligne. Nos APS impliquent les enseignants dans le développement professionnel, un bien précieux, et servent de canaux aux membres pour échanger des idées sur la recherche, les stratégies d'enseignement, l'élaboration des programmes et d'autres intérêts communs.  L’APPIPC est l’association provinciale pour les enseignantes et enseignants en immersion et au programme francophone.  Adhérez à une APS maintenant sur https://bctf.ca/psa/join.aspx. Les contributions au régime de pensions des enseignants vont augmenter  Sur la base des résultats de l'évaluation actuarielle 2011, les taux de cotisation augmenteront de 1,3% à la fois pour l'employeur et le membre actif. L'augmentation a pour but d'assurer la santé financière du régime pour les nouveaux membres et les membres actuels. Pour plus d'informations, lisez s'il vous plaît le communiqué du conseil d'administration du Conseil d’administration du Régime de retraite des enseignants sur: www.pensionsbc.ca/portal/page/portal/pencorpcontent/tpppage/news/tpp_bc_valuation_2011.pdf   Numéro spécial élections du magazine Teacher  Avec la prochaine élection provinciale dans moins de six semaines, regardez dans vos boîtes aux lettres pour le dernier numéro du magazine Teacher. Dans ce numéro spécial élection, vous trouverez des entretiens exclusifs avec les chefs des trois principaux partis politiques de la Colombie-Britannique.  Vous devrez continuer votre lecture pour découvrir quel chef a refusé d’y participer.  Dans cette édition spéciale, il y a également des articles sur le financement de l'éducation, les propositions de la FECB pour les plateformes électorales des partis, ainsi que les effets, qu’une décennie d'ingérence, ont eu sur les droits de négociation collective des enseignants. Lisez la version en ligne ici. issuu.com/teachernewsmag/docs/electionspecial_march13   Opportunités pour les membres  Facilitateurs PSID : la FECB recherche des facilitateurs d'ateliers en anglais et en français, l’offre peut être trouvée à bctf.ca/opportunities/BCTFCommittees.aspx    Évaluateurs pour l’Educational Resources Acquisition Consortium (ERAC) : la FECB recherche des évaluateurs de ressources, l’offre peut être trouvée à: bctf.ca/opportunities/ERACCommittees.aspx  Les dates limites de candidature sont indiquées sur les offres.  Les membres des conseils suivants seront élus lors de l'Assemblée représentative (RA) du printemps, les 24 et 25 mai 2013  Conseil exécutif de la BC Federation of Labour: Une vacance (mandat d'un an) élu lors de la RA du printemps.  Date limite: minuit, le 24 mai 2013. Les informations sur le Conseil exécutif de la BC Federation of Labour peuvent être trouvées à la page 42 du Guide des membres de la FECB. http://www.bctf.ca/uploadedFiles/public/AboutUs/MembersGuide/guide.pdf  Conseil de la magistrature/Judicial council: Sept postes (trois mandats de trois ans et un mandat d'un an) élus lors de la RA du printemps. Date limite: le 15 mai 2013. Le Conseil de la magistrature/The Judicial Council, grâce à l'utilisation de sous-comités, considère les infractions présumées au Code de déontologie ou de conduite nuisible à la Fédération et rend un verdict en ce qui concerne ladite conduite. Les candidats doivent être désignés par un vote à bulletin secret lors d'une réunion générale locale ou lors d’une assemblée des délégués locaux. (Voir page 132 du Guide des membres de la FECB http://www.bctf.ca/uploadedFiles/public/AboutUs/MembersGuide/guide.pdf  bctf.ca/OpportunitiesforMembers.aspx              )
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=29338,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > March 2013 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 25, Number 5, March 2013   Danger warning: The chase after a new version of BCeSIS is underway  By Larry Kuehn   The ministry has issued the RFP (Request for Proposals) for a replacement for the current system that holds information on students in public and private schools in BC. It hopes to have a new system in place for initial use in 2013 and full implementation a year later. The ministry getting it right this time is incredibly important for any teacher who plans to be around for many more years. They are looking for a contract to span a dozen years, shaping the work of teaching and learning through the entire cycle of a student from K to 12. Ursula Franklin admonishes us that “every tool shapes the task.” Any information system that a teacher uses to keep track of data on students will shape the way they carry out the work of teaching those students. What data is collected will inevitably be more important than things that data is not collected on. Technology is not neutral. So what are the dangers in this round of creating a student information system? Asking for more than can be delivered  The ministry went through a process of building the requirements for the new system. They engaged nearly four dozen administrators, counsellors, and some teachers to contribute to defining what they system should do. These are called the “functional requirements” and cover about 50 pages. Two themes jump out of these. One is to do the same but better than BCeSIS. Many of the requirements are what BCeSIS promised but could not deliver. This is the look back, asking now for what could not be built before. User-friendly, using a graphic interface, is the expectation. And features that are more flexible than the single way permitted in the old program. The other is to look forward. The ministry says that the education system will be transformed by the BC Education Plan. It will not be based on grades and credits and, instead will aim at broad, ambiguous, and deep objectives like critical and innovative thinking. The classroom will no longer frame the learning as students explore the world beyond the school. What should a student information system look like to meet this vision, should it ever come about? The functional requirements call for the information system to deal with these effectively, even though they are at best a work in progress without any firm definition. Can an information system be built that will effectively serve both a past and quite different projected future system? The ministry says yes. They have been told by consultants that progress has been made in creating student information systems in the US. Huge expenditures on state-wide systems have been expended to meet the reporting requirements for federal funding. The kicker is this: These information systems are being built based on a more centralized curriculum through US national standards. These are being built on the basis of the kind of system we are supposedly leaving behind. Skepticism is the most positive attitude possible when one looks at the hundreds of things the functional requirements document defines. Same design, but more complex demands  BCeSIS is based on a centralized system. All the information is held on servers in one central place. Every teacher reaches the servers through the internet, mostly through the ministry's limited capacity Provincial Learning Network. While inadequacies of the software were the source of many of the user complaints, limits to access at peak times was also a matter of frustration. The more that is included in the centralized database, the more it can slow down the system. Yet, the new system is supposed to continue this entirely centralized model—but with lots more information and lots more time spent by teachers in supplying data. BCeSIS only keeps for one year most of the data other than demographics. The plan for the new system is that it will keep all the data on an ongoing basis. From the pre-school Strong Start program through graduation will be held in the database—data on well over a million students over the 12-year proposed contract time. A much broader range of data is projected to be kept in the new system—formative assessment data, project data, notes on incidents, etc.—every teacher will be entering data on every student on a daily basis. Parents and students will have access at all times to the data on the students—potentially millions of folks—teachers, students, parents, and guardians for 600,000 current students. Parents were supposed to have access to BCeSIS, but no one even tried to put that into practice since it couldn’t even adequately serve the teachers. Will a new system on the same design actually work any better than BCeSIS? Quality beyond measure  Alfie Kohn’s recent work has him talking about “quality beyond measure.” What he means by this is that many of the qualities that we want to encourage and shape in our students cannot be measured. Attempting to put them into a measurement system actually leads us away from important aspects of the teaching and learning process. Kohn’s concept is very relevant to the proposed student information system. The centralized and extensive data approach is based on an assumption that the information can be used to improve education. This is the claim of the chief information officer (our government and ministry both have one). The reason for creating this mass of data in a centralized system is to develop a data warehouse and analytics tools that feed details and trends. These are supposed to give us information that allows us to improve teaching. Teaching as we know it now is primarily a craft. We learn to monitor student activity—individually and collectively—to find patterns and to judge success. These judgments are frequently wholistic, taking into account both concrete data about a student, but also incorporating intuition and sensitivity that helps to identify the many dimensions of growth and to challenge our students for future growth. That is really what people mean when they talk about a teacher who was a powerful influence on their life. Yes, some data can be very useful. But building a system in which decisions become primarily data-based in the sense of mining a data warehouse is a direction we should question. Maintaining a massive database of everything a student does in their childhood can only be justified if we believe that data analytics is better than teacher judgment in helping our students to grow and develop. Surveillance is a side-effect  Whether intentional or not, surveillance is a side-effect of entering into this data-intensive approach to a student information system. The surveillance is of the student, and also the teacher. We all know that the era of closing the classroom door and getting on with teaching is no longer the reality. Everything and anything in our environment can end up on YouTube. We can, still, do what we can to protect childhood. It should be a time of exploring and testing, developing who they are and how they want to relate to the world. That exploration, and even “bad behaviour,” should not be a life sentence, sticking with the person in their virtual profile. Security has to be an obsession  The more data on the more people and the longer it is kept, the more that security has to be an obsession. If the ministry RFP for a new system produces the system described (not a sure thing), imagine how many people could have access on a single day: 50,000 teachers and clerical workers, 600,000 students in public and private schools, and more than a million parents and guardians of those students. You need foolproof, unhackable systems, including complex authentication for every individual potentially on the system, frequent password changes and help available at all times. This guarding uses a significant amount of the resources of maintaining the system. It also uses the time of the teacher that could be spent in working with their students. What should the ministry do?  Should the ministry spend tens and probably hundreds of millions of dollars of education dollars on developing a new centralized student information system? The ministry’s dream of an all-expansive, flexible system may turn out to be another BCeSIS nightmare. That is probably the best hope for avoiding the worst aspects of what might happen if they proceed with the project as it is. On the other hand, should the ministry let schools and districts work on the best tools for the everyday work, in the classroom and school, and only collect centrally the information that it really needs? More analysis online at bctf.ca  There is lots more to say about the issues around student information systems. If you want to read a more extensive analysis, including the implications of the details in the RFP, check the BCTF web site for articles beyond BCeSIS. Larry Kuehn, director, BCTF Research and Technology Division  Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "Eid Mubarak to all those celebrating in BC!" @bcliberals - 06:52pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "October is #FosterFamilyMonth. Thank you #BC for opening your homes and hearts to more than 5,900 children and youth." @John_Yap - 11:14pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20140930,www.bcpsea.bc.ca,http://www.bcpsea.bc.ca/learn-and-connect/hr-learning-series/courses-offered/disputesandthecollectiveagreement.aspx,Home  Disputes & the Collective Agreement What, another grievance?  This course provides tools, tactics, and approaches to effectively manage and resolve workplace disputes arising from the administration/application of the collective agreement. Upcoming Workshops Vancouver When: TBA Where: BC Public School Employers’ Association 400 – 1333 West Broadway Vancouver, BC V6H 4C1 Tel: 604.730.0739 Cost: $350 + GST Registration The fees include training materials, Day 2 lunch and breakfast, and refreshment breaks. Please note, should there be insufficient enrollment to meet minimum requirements for a session, the workshop will be cancelled and registration fees will be refunded. An email notification will be sent to registrants if the workshop is cancelled. Register Now Questions If you have any questions concerning these learning opportunities, please contact Donna Verones at donnav@bcpsea.bc.ca or by phone at 604.730.4501. Back to Courses Offered Learn and Connect Overview Governance HR Learning Series Courses Offered Navigating Your Way Bargaining Academy Productive Workplace 1 Productive Workplace 2 Workplace Disability Harassment Training Constructive Inquiry Disputes & the Collective Agreement Events Calendar Online Learning Media Facebook Twitter LinkedIn YouTube RSS Feeds Teachers Teachers Support Staff Exempt Staff Publications Learn and Connect Resources About Us Home Members Login Contact Us Sitemap Contact BCPSEA Address: 400-1333 West Broadway, Vancouver BC V6H 4C1 T: 604.730.0739 F: 604.730.0787 EMAIL: contact.us@bcpsea.bc.ca © 2014 BC Public School Employers' Association. Cancellation and Refund Policy | Privacy Policy | Terms and Conditions Vancouver Web Design  by Graphically Speaking)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/WorkArea/linkit.aspx?LinkIdentifier=id&ItemID=11868,Object moved Object moved to here.)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8986&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, Number 2, November/December 2003 Yours for the asking How blind and visually impaired children learn Connecting to the World is designed to help healthcare professionals, educational professionals, and rehabilitation workers better understand how children who are blind, visually impaired, or deaf/blind learn most effectively. The video features early-intervention specialists demonstrating 10 principles for working with children who are blind or visually impaired. The discussion guide helps explore the ideas and methods presented in the video and provides a resource list. Available for $25 from the CNIB’s National Technical Aids Centre, techaidssales@cnib.ca, or 416-486-2500. Teacher exchange foundation International Teacher Exchange–Canadian Education Exchange Foundation, is a registered non-profit foundation dedicated to facilitating international and inter-provincial teacher exchanges. Destinations include Wales, Spain, France, Denmark, Germany, Scotland, England, Australia, Switzerland, Netherlands, United States, New Zealand, Northern Ireland, and Republic of Ireland. Apply now for the 2004–05 school year. Contact the Canadian Education Exchange Foundation, 705-739-7596, cwilk@ceef.ca, www.ceef.ca. Global citizenship In the Essential Guide to Global Citizenship, the Victoria International Development Education Association (VIDEA) explores global inter-dependence, encouraging students and teachers to engage in the various aspects of global citizenry to become informed and involved global citizens. An innovative concept, funded by the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA) and the Canadian Autoworkers’ Union (CAW), the Essential Guide to Global Citizenship combines web-based and print curriculum guides—the Global Learner Series, aimed at Grades 10–12. The web site: www.videa.ca, takes you on a journey through some prevailing global issues and case studies. Road safety program The Autoplan Broker Road Safety Program has new print announcements in time for the winter-driving months. The images, available free of charge, can be downloaded from www.roadsafety.ca/ via the media resources thumbnail located at the bottom of the web site’s homepage. Autoplan brokers support road-safety speakers for youth in our secondary schools. Their $2,000 youth scholarships reward 25 youth to attend post-secondary schools. They fund Way to go!, a traffic-reduction program aimed at parents of elementary-school-age children, provide road-safety activity books, and organize bike-safety-skills events for children. For more information, contact Caroline Young, 604-982-4384, or Jasmine Lucky, 604-687-2824. Let's go Mozart! The National Arts Centre is distributing 12,500 copies of its newest teacher resource kit, Let’s Go Mozart! to 12,500 elementary schools across Canada, and another 5,000 in the United States and Mexico in connection with the orchestra’s tour to the United States and Mexico in November 2003. Let’s Go Mozart! includes a double CD recording of the NAC Orchestra with music of Mozart, a 32-page guide on the life, times, and music of Mozart, interviews with international musicians and living composers, suggested activities for teachers, work sheets for students, and an engaging fictional story about Mozart, written especially for the guide by one of Canada’s best known children’s authors Roch Carrier. If you are an elementary school teacher in Canada, be sure to ask at the office for your school copy; it is also available for download from Artsalive.ca .)
(20141007,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/bctf/status/490176671534682114?screen_name=bctf&id=490176671534682114,BCTF on Twitter: "10 things you can do to help teachers get a fair deal and better support for kids.  http://t.co/Pt1aq0JIGJ #bced #bcpoli" Twitter Search query Search Twitter Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Language: English Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Have an account? Sign in New to Twitter? Join Today » Sign In Phone, email or username Password Sign in Remember me Forgot password? Already using Twitter via text message? Follow Following Unfollow Blocked Unblock Pending Cancel BCTF ‏ @bctf Jul 18 10 things you can do to help teachers get a fair deal and better support for kids. http://bctf.ca/uploadedFiles/Public/Parents/Makemediationhappen(1).pdf … #bced #bcpoli Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Retweets 59 Favorites 11 9:50 AM - 18 Jul 2014 RegimeChangeVictoria ‏ @SteveFilipovic Jul 18 @bctf 41,000 things you can do to get #bcpoli its democracy back,search http://leg.bc.ca  & place our history in Context! #Fun #bctf Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet RegimeChangeVictoria ‏ @SteveFilipovic Jul 18 @bctf 41,000 things you can do to get #bcpoli back on track is to study issues in your City & Help end the Reign of Puppets! #vanpoli Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet D.Baker ‏ @silenced_not Jul 19 @bctf #bced #bcpoli Federal Election Poster #CPC @pmharper #canpoli #cdnpoli #Liberals #ndp pic.twitter.com/bQYpc3ZBQA View photo Hide photo Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Windy ‏ @GTMGQ Jul 19 @bctf #1. Enroll them in private school. Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet ada nac ‏ @ada_nac Jul 20 @bctf @unionwill Get prospective municipal & school trustees to start a "We Support Public Ed" campaign. Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet ada nac ‏ @ada_nac Jul 20 @bctf @unionwill Apply pressure to move court date up. "Essential service". Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet ada nac ‏ @ada_nac Jul 20 @bctf @unionwill Demand opposition + press work harder to hold BC Libs to account for mismanagement of gov't/econ #bced #bcpoli Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Will Hartman ‏ @unionwill Jul 20 @ada_nac @bctf I doubt the mainstream press will do anything. They have Christy's back all the way. #bced #bcpoli Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Don’t miss any updates from BCTF © 2014 Twitter About Help Ads info Close Flag this media This has already been marked as containing sensitive content. Flag this as containing potentially illegal content. Submit Cancel Learn more about flagging media Dismiss Close Previous Next Close Go to a person's profile Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Close Retweet this to your followers? Cancel Retweet Close Are you sure you want to delete this Tweet? Cancel Delete Close Block Cancel Block Add a location to your Tweets When you tweet with a location, Twitter stores that location. You can switch location on/off before each Tweet and always have the option to delete your location history. Learn more Turn location on Not now Turn off location Close Profile summary Close Your lists Close Create a new list List name Description Under 100 characters, optional Privacy Public · Anyone can follow this list Private · Only you can access this list Save list Close Close Embed this Tweet Add this Tweet to your website by copying the code below. Learn more Hmm, there was a problem reaching the server. Try again? Include parent Tweet Include media Preview Close Sign up for Twitter Not on Twitter? Sign up, tune into the things you care about, and get updates as they happen. Have an account? Sign in » Close Two-way (sending and receiving) short codes: Country Code For customers of United States 40404 (any) Canada 21212 (any) United Kingdom 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM Haiti 40404 Digicel, Voila Ireland 51210 Vodafone, O2 India 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Indonesia 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » See SMS short codes for other countries Close Confirmation)
(20141003,www.facebook.com,https://www.facebook.com/pages/I-Support-BC-Teachers/UFIEntStreamOrderingModeSelector.react,Page Not Found | Facebook Facebook logo Email or Phone Password Keep me logged in Forgot your password? Sign Up Sorry, this page isn't available The link you followed may be broken, or the page may have been removed. Go back to the previous page · Go to the Facebook homepage · Visit the Help Center Mobile Find Friends Badges People Pages Places Games Locations About Create Ad Create Page Developers Careers Privacy Cookies Terms Help Facebook © 2014 · English (US))
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media jthornthwaite last tweet "Please join me in recognizing the vital work foster families do for B.C. kids http://t.co/bdYy1yh9Jc #FosterFamilyMonth #northvan #bcpoli" @jthornthwaite - 10:56pm Follow @jthornthwaite BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media last tweet "" @ - 12:00am Follow @ last post "" facebook/ - Jan 1st Like Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7372&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 5, March 2006 Refocusing PD through inquiry Charlie Naylor The paper and references listed here can be accessed on the BCTF web site, bctf.ca. "A teacher union’s collaborative research agenda and strategies: One way forward for Canadian teacher unions in supporting teachers’ Professional Development?" (Charlie Naylor, BCTF Research) bctf.ca/ResearchReports/2005tr01. This paper reviews some of the current literature on professional development, including Hargreaves’s (2000) four stages of professionalism, Randi & Zeichner’s (2004) stress on collaborative professional development epitomized by teacher research, networks, and study groups, and a critique of the increasingly prescriptive, professional learning communities by Dufour et al (2005). Other sections of the paper consider: Teacher union-PD connection (Leithwood 2004, Bascia 2000) Networking for the schools of the future (OECD 2001, 2003) Networks and strategic alliances in business (Wallace 2004, Linden 2003) The paper’s key argument is that the BCTF can build support for teachers’ professional development through teacher inquiry as a union-led approach that fits within current and cutting-edge literature in PD and collaboration. Three examples of BCTF research collaborations with universities, school districts, and community organizations are provided: A federally funded research project with several universities and school districts in two Canadian provinces. Research project title: "From Literacy to Multiliteracies: Designing knowledge frameworks for the new economy."  A collaborative project in three BC school districts—"Teaching to Diversity," with a focus on web-based information for teachers, and as a place for the publication of teachers’ writing on diversity issues and practices.  Teacher-union collaboration with community organizations with a focus on inclusive education, and subsequent union participation in a "National Summit on Inclusive Education." Eight recommendations are made and explored: • Teacher unions need to be aware of shifting societal, schooling, and professional contexts, and should be ready to adapt to meet changing professional needs of teachers. • Accessing the literature on professional development allows for a reasoned case to be made for teacher unions’ promotion of specific types of professional development. • Teacher union capacity and credibility is enhanced by internal collaboration and by collaboration with external agencies. • Teacher unions might develop their own forms of learning communities, which might offer an alternative to prescriptive and directive frameworks for professional development. • Teacher unions should learn about collaboration from sources other than just the education literature. • Documentation of our experience and analysis of the literature allows teacher unions to share learning with teachers and with actual or potential collaborators/partners. • Teacher unions should develop cohorts of union-sponsored leaders who can promote, support, and write about present union-led professional development. • Teacher unions and their partners should consider how collaborating supports student learning and teachers’ work, and might potentially reduce conflict in education systems. Some BC teachers are involved in union-initiated inquiry through the BCTF’s Research Division projects, or through the BCTF’s Program for Quality Teaching (PQT). But the scale is small, with BCTF funding in decline and at critically low levels. These small-scale efforts may not survive in the BCTF unless a case for union-led teacher inquiry is made, which this paper aims to do. Teacher inquiry is a highly appropriate focus for a teacher union wanting to support teacher-directed, collegial professional development. It just needs more attention and resources from the BCTF to make it happen. Learning from the literature, developing collaborations, improving training for cohorts of teacher research leaders, and building on BC’s strong base of teacher knowledge could help to make union-sponsored teacher inquiry an effective and powerful form of professional development. BCTF inquiry projects could be linked to specific subject areas, social-justice issues, or issues important to all teachers, such as assessment or inclusion. They could explore elementary, middle, or secondary schooling practices and issues. PSAs might be involved as sponsors or co-ordinators of inquiry groups. Local PD chairs might play a facilitative role to encourage teacher inquiry in districts. Expanded facilitation of teacher inquiry groups and facilitator networks could be supported by the BCTF, as might dissemination through publishing and conferences. Some of these ideas have been piloted by BCTF Research and have proved successful but they need a wider application to become systemic within the union and the province. – Charlie Naylor, BCTF Research)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2014/09/tentative-agreement-yes-or-no.html?showComment0751410999822375,Staffroom Confidential: Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, September 16, 2014 Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Despite what I know was a herculean effort on the part of our bargaining team, I very much hope that BC teachers will vote no to the tentative agreement. After five weeks of strike, and twelve years of legal battles, this is not the deal that will restore sanity to public education and it is not a fair deal for teachers and students. Just as teachers in Saskatchewan rejected a deal to ensure a better outcome, I hope BC teachers will consider a no vote to let our team know we have to go back to the bargaining table. Class size, composition The agreement provided a modified LIF fund starting at $75 million per year and increasing to $85 by the last year. It is for teachers only, which will mean a slight improvement in Districts where sizeable portions were spent on Education Assistants or senior District staff rather than teachers. However, in an average size District like Victoria (20,000 students, 1,000 teachers), this will translate into about 5-10 more teachers. That is one for every five schools. To put it in comparison, Justice Griffin's judgement estimated the lost funding due to lost class size language at about $330 million in current dollars. (Read more here about the proposed Education Fund.) I heard so many teachers speak up about the need to ensure that we do not return to over-crowded classes when the strike ends. This agreement does very little to alleviate what is the most pressing issue. Throwing away the court victory The agreement provides a "reopener" in the event we win on appeal our class size language. What this means is that the language returns, but is not implemented until new language is negotiated. Without the actual implementation of the returned language, there will be very little incentive for the government to bargain it back. We would essentially be back in the very same position we are in today, with government trying to bargain it out and us trying to bargain it back in. In my opinion, even if we were legislated back to work we would be in a superior position. If we won the appeal the government would then be forced to implement the language. We are thus throwing away our historic court victory and the bargaining pressure it potentially creates. The reopener is really only mildly less offensive than E80. In both cases, we have to bargain back what was illegally taken from our contract and the government will probably never have to restore it. In fact, the "reopener" creates the perfect opportunity for government to lock us out to try and force us to agree to something far inferior. Throwing away the remedy for the last twelve years The agreement provides $105 million to compensate for grievances over-sized classes for the last twelve years. Using Justice Griffin's estimates, our loss is roughly $300 million times 12 = over $3 billion. I cannot fathom how $105 million is a fair compromise. The BCTF's original proposal to put this money back into the system was a more fair and productive approach. This agreement means we can no longer go to the courts for a fair remedy. Wages The agreement is very close to government's original offer. While I would be willing to accept this if the class size language was returned, teachers should not be taking such a significant monetary loss without the commensurate gain in working conditions. We have lost roughly 12% of our annual salary. We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut. Minimal improvements There are very minimal improvements in preparation time for elementary teachers (10 minutes per week), and TTOC daily rate. The TTOC daily rate change may depend on your grid placement. It could actually be a wage loss for long term TTOCs who are above category 5 and step 7. There is also $11 million in health and dental benefits. At 40,000 members, this is $275 each. Hardly worth consideration in the context of the rest of the agreement. What next? There are a variety of options if we vote no. We can continue the strike. We can choose to return to work and continue bargaining. We do not, and should not, accept an agreement that doesn't meet our needs and doesn't meet the needs of students and public education. When Saskatchewan teachers rejected the first deal which had 5.5% wage increases over four years, the second deal had 7.3% increases over four years. They have said this still isn't good enough. For us, our main issue is classroom conditions. We need to say this isn't good enough. The way to do that is to vote no. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 7:48 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 124 comments: Troy MooreSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:17 PM The EC recommendation states the open clause will be argued from restored language. However, selling our grievances for nothing as the 105 million is strike savings, is plenty of reason to vote no. Further, no composition caps, but a fund controlled by Superintendents is enough reason to vote no. Thursday I will vote no.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:06 PM Re-opener also says "education fund" in place until new language bargained, so old language can disappear forever.Delete Reply Mme RousseauSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:33 PM Government starved us to death hoping we'd vote yes to whatever deal they'd offer. Planned it from the start.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:07 PM We can sill choose (collectively) to return to work if we reject this deal. Many options.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:09 PM Great analysis, Tara! I think that returning to work would be a bad idea. This will frustrate parents more if they need to find new ways to deal with taking care fo kids. USe the money given to you by the other unions. I am a teacher who had to quit for stress over the terrible condition of work (split FI grade 4/5, several low LD kids with little support, one severe with no support, 2 gifted (no support), and a principal who expected me to teach 2 separate social studies AND science programs)Delete Reply Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:56 PM Good points by all but the gov't succeeded in starving my family out and completly breaking us. I will be voting YES and live to fight another dayReplyDelete Replies schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:21 PM 'Fight another day'? In the last twelve years that we have been pushing back against this government, never has the tide tide been so much with teachers, class size/composition, and public education - and never has the government been pushed back onto the ropes (especially with the call for binding arbitration). What 'other day' is being proposed that we wait for? Now is the time. Vote 'no' and give the BCTF bargaining team a renewed mandate to get a decent deal for students and teachers.Delete Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:10 PM "Another day" means to wake up and realize that 2more weeks means my family of 5 could lose our home. It means I will do all I can to recall Cc, Factbender, and other mla's, and maybe even having "a guy I know" have a chat with them. In year 1 of their reign, I don't believe they even know what "the ropes" are. I will vote YES ...for my family, and I can live with thatDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:12 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply Karen FergusonSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:03 PM Just a question: When the Saskatchewan teachers voted no, had they already been on strike for 5 weeks?ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM No. They are working with no contract. They are not on strike.Delete Shannon DavisSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:23 AM I am a Saskatchewan teacher. We are not on strike; we are currently in the conciliation process after voting "no" to 2 previous offersDelete Reply "Mama Rose"September 16, 2014 at 9:27 PM Can we truly return to work without agreeing and continue bargaining? When I suggested returning to work a few weeks ago, the answer was "being on strike puts pressure on the gov't and without pressure they have no reason to settle." And can you explain more how legislating us back would be better than agreeing to this deal? And finally, why would the BCTF executive put forward a deal that was not a good one?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:30 PM Because they need confirmation of the resolve of the membership to get something better. That is what a no vote does.Delete Reply Troylana MSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:28 PM some great points to ponder, tara......thinking thinking....ReplyDelete schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:43 PM If we vote 'no' to the tentative deal we still have options: We'd not have a contract. But we could... a) strike with full picket lines b) partially strike with phase 1 (work-to-rule) in schools c) partially strike with periodic/rotating job action d) continue negotiating e) return to work and re-escalate strike f) some/all of the above ReplyDelete Replies Caroline MackenzieSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:21 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:14 PM a) will expedite matters (I say less that 3 days)Delete Reply danabjornsonSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:05 PM I am thinking that a legislated, crappier contract would only be in effect for 2 years max (before elections...). If we take this offer, then we will be agreeing to this pseudo-E80. Should we win the court case (which we likely will), we will have to settle on the terms of the THIS negotiated contract which doesn't actually restore learning conditions; it simply allows for those conditions to be negotiated. If we say n, then we default to the 2002 contract, which DOES restore the language. A "yes" vote is saying that we are good on "crumbs"; a "no" vote is saying we want an actual meal. That's my understanding, anyway. Please correct me where I am wrong, Tara. :)ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:44 PM And word is IF they legislate, they could opt to legislate back Grade 10-12 only causing the union to have to lay off all teachers and re-hire based on seniority. That will tear the union at the seams pitting teacher against teacher for those positions. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:17 PM There will be a general strike if that were to happen! They better not do this. They will regret it.Delete Reply imaginefunlearningSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:09 PM Some good points on the background of our fight over the past 12 years, which I have been actively engaged in; however we need to recognize the climate we are in. We are not in Sask. people! We have just come through a very long summer!! We need to thank our @bctf bargaining team & recognize the toll this has taken on all of us & our families. I don't have the luxury of more time on the strike line. This may be as good as it gets. Let's read the agreement and consider getting back to work and making some $ again! That's my 2 cents worth, which would come in really handy right now!!!ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:18 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply RobSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:11 PM Go back in work to rule mode. Work this winter to recall every Liberal MLA. ThAt is the only way to apply pressure to these criminals. ReplyDelete Replies Kate RestonSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:03 PM Recall! Not sure who won the battle but the war is still onDelete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:14 AM Well said Kate... I agree 100%Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:20 PM I think say NO and a better deal will be done in less than 3 days. These guys are not criminals, they are lower than that. I bet they get a sick pleasure in hurting the kids and the teachers.Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:31 PM An official recall is in the works: https://www.facebook.com/groups/316129595235450/?fref=ts Please consider joining.Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:26 AM Leah - do you honestly think anyone who voted BC Liberal did so thinking that they would act any differently on the education file?Delete Reply JJSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:16 PM I am glad to see other members who share my views. I am outraged at a 1.2 percent "raise" in salary per year that doesn't even meet inflation of currently 2%. I feel used and abused.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:23 PM Not to mention all of the other pittance! I am actually surprised that Iker asked teachers to vote on this! Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:18 PM Hi Tara Thanks for the summary! Will we be able to vote NO to the deal, but vote YES to returning to work? Will there be three options when we vote Thursday? Why did the BCTF agree to a substandard deal for us? If we vote no to a deal that was recommended to us, the teachers look like the bad guys and public approval will plummet. I am very disappointed and frustratedReplyDelete Replies KataSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:12 AM Public approval will not necessarily plummet. I have seen strikes where the membership has voted against the executive's "best results to date", and ended up with a better offer. This offer is an insult. The $300 million will not bring funding to the national average (I believe). More importantly, the wage offer is half of the average wage increase for public and private workers (StatsCan). Delete Reply MontySeptember 16, 2014 at 10:19 PM Thank you, Tara. My thoughts too, more clearly expressed. As well, Thursday is too soon to vote, too soon to vote, too soon to vote........ReplyDelete Richard ChalkeSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:21 PM Vote no and lose every shred of public support...just sayin!ReplyDelete Replies UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:31 AM I am a member of the public and would support a "no" vote. js!.Delete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:01 AM Richard Chalke, NO you won't! I am a mother with 3 adopted special needs children who need to be in a class that is designed for them and others like them (my kids are academically slightly delayed but their issues are more social and behavioural) where they can receive the education they deserve taught in a way they can comprehend. I will speak now for all the parents I know, and we will support the teacher's if they continue to fight for our children's best interest.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:28 PM It might not be pretty at first, but once we explain things (and I hope the Mandarin-speaking teachers flood the Richmond organization that voiced their concerns), they will back us. The 3 billions that the judge came to is the first I hear about. This should be stated to every newsmedia comment section in the province. Minimize pickets and flood those outlets with commenters, just like the Liberals do. Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:45 PM I am a member of the public and a single Mother of a child in the public school system. You will NOT lose one bit of my support if you vote no. I know that you are sacrificing so that my child can have a better education, and I am most grateful for it. Having said that, I also know that you are exhausted and broke. I have been dreading that you may have to settle for less than what you (we) deserve because the government succeeded in breaking you. I am not in your shoes, so cannot judge. If the vote is a yes, I understand and I am still behind you. Delete Reply Alison RocheSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:25 PM It is a crap deal. It's always a crap deal. Once you raise the stakes to striking, anything else is a cave in. The last time we walked out was the 3 day illegal strike where I threw away 1200$ and got EXACTLY the same contract I had the year before. The BCTF called it a win because they didn't rip up MORE of my contract. Ridiculous. There are a few of us that believe that working to contract, doing 100% of your teaching job and nothing more (like paying for supplies out of your own pocket or EC) is the only way teachers will survive this government. What if they get re-elected again? Then what? Teachers have lost thousands to these clowns to make "statements" about the state of public education in this province. We can't keep sacrificing ourselves and our families. And in the meantime, you talk to parents about why you have to take this crappy road. Because up until this strike they mostly didn't care about the state of education, but god forbid you didn't run a Sports Day. Then suddenly they wanted to know what the hell was going on. Keep the conversation going in schools. Attend your PAC meetings and stop enabling this govt to underfund and overwork the system. And still get paid!ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:20 AM I am very excited at the prospect of returning to my beloved job on Friday. However I will NOT continue to put my personal money into my classroom and I will be seriously reconsidering my involvement in extra curriculars. I think we shoot ourselves in the foot with all the unpaid work we so willingly volunteer to do. Delete Reply FCSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:38 PM I heard a rumour last week from a loose lipped government insider that after the 22nd, depending on the outcome of the negotiations the Liberals were going to announce a 3 step process. I was not clear if this was based on 3 steps to resolve the strike (perhaps the 3rd step is legislation??) or 3 steps to overhaul the education system, either way, they will settle it outright. I wish you all luck and all the information that you need to make a sound decision of what you feel is best.ReplyDelete Replies Lisa BurrowsSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:53 PM I have heard similar rumours. On the 23rd, the gov. was planning on introducing a $6000 per year voucher system for 3 choices: an academic or trades program, or something called EducationCanada. Not clear whether their intention was to privatize the public system, de-certify teachers and hire them back under new wage/benefits. Not clear where these rumours originated from. Maybe fear tactics to get teachers to vote yes. In any event, I plan on voting yes. I signed up to be a teacher, not a martyr. This strike has cost us a lot. We need to regain our livelihood and hopefully continue the conversation about class composition. We have at least awakened many people to the issue, and the court case is still an avenue that could eventually improve teaching and learning conditions.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:33 PM I urge all teachers to fight and say NO to this deal. Retired teacher who had to retire because horrendous work conditions. Make me proud. They will not last long if you say NO! I know this is tough, but there is money and I hear that Van City does offer loan at low to 0 %. Banks do allow you to miss a mortgage payment. Go talki to your banker.Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM Will school districts require teachers to make up missed days, as suggested in the media? Will the school calendar be changing to make up for the missed three weeks and if so will we be made aware of those changes PRIOR to the vote? ReplyDelete KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:41 PM "Wages..... We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut." And that is the cost of going on strike!!! There is nothing that can be done about that. You cannot go on strike and put up the raise you want every week to compensate for your time on strike - it doesn't work that way.ReplyDelete Replies Drew StevensonSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:59 AM I believe the missing "..." Suggests that they meant to refer to the losses against inflation since the last wage step increase. Thus this contract does not allow us to recover the buying power lost to inflation since the last non contract or "0%" year. Add those up and compare against the proposed increase and you see that by the end of the contract, we won't be able to afford the same value of goods (loaves of bread, watts of energy, litres of gas) that we could at the end of the last contracts term. It was not a comment about wages that were lost in the strike. Those are really small potatoes when compared to the grinding power of inflation over years and years. The next contract will use this latest for a bench mark so these losses to inflation will grind at all teachers for as long as they teach. A death of a thousand cuts to our ability to afford basic goods and services. Any raise less than inflation is a cut to the value placed on us and on our ability to pay our bills. Delete Reply Ed SSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:09 PM Having lost $20,000 (including summer school wages) as the single income for a family of five is far too much; I will be voting YES to the deal, unless the independently wealthy teachers out there who wish to continue the strike will pay my bills and mortgage for me.ReplyDelete Replies Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:14 PM I feel ya. Yes for meDelete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:18 AM Ed S. With all due respect (and I mean that), how did you lose $20,000 in the strike? Teachers were out 2 weeks (all out) before they were supposed to be in June, and now 3 weeks for the start of school? It is my understanding that teachers don't get paid through the summer months. Please correct me if I'm wrong, wherever I'm wrong. Shouldn't you have been financially alright for the summer months at least? Also all teachers knew this strike had a possibility of extending into the new school year but no one teacher budgeted for this possibility? I'm truly just trying to get a clear picture of where this all stems. NO disrespect intended.Delete BlairSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:12 AM Kelly, not Ed but if you look at the numbers there was the 10% lockout haircut in May/June plus the loss of most of June and the loss of much of September. In our 1 teacher (1 non) household we calculated a $9 K - $10 K loss so far. If you add summer school earnings you can easily make the loss in the $20 k zone. As for budgeting, we budget for the summer, but did not expect the 10% haircut, nor the loss of June/Sept days which completely messed our budgeting calculations. A very good friend (single teaching mother) was crushed by the loss of the June income and is without a penny today.Delete Mr. SmoothSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:35 PM The only one who didn't get a haircut was Jim Iker... and he needs one more than anyone else. What's with that over-coiffed 70"s mullet Jim? Does wonders for the BCTF brand image!Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:55 PM Jim's hair is not open for discussion in a respectful space like this. As for his salary, he is a teacher who does not get paid when we are on strike.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:04 PM Totally agree!Delete Reply Mr. GSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:24 PM If I thought they could do any better I would agree with voting NO, but you have to be realistic. The BCTF does not use professionals to bargain and always ends up with much less than they promise the membership when asking for a strike vote. While this is not a great deal for teachers, I really think you're fooling yourself if you think it'll get any better.ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:02 AM BCTF needs to be replaced with younger more adept representatives and advocates. Also, we should be hiring professional contract negotiators - you don't go into battle with cut throat corporate types with a wooden knife. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:37 PM This is BAD deal! Say NO to it and show those (expletives) that we will not take it anymore! Come on! Show them that teachers have a spine! They will respect us, oddly!Delete Reply retaSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:51 PM I agree with Richard. Those in the public that are uniformed would be furious, and there are many teachers who just can't afford to use their wages as their voice any longer - too much has already been donated to the government. In my opinion, the deal is pretty lame. I am sitting on the fence.ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:24 AM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:26 AM So true!!! I cannot afford to fight this battle for public education any longer. Why is this my personal and professional obligation??? However I think this deal is weak weak weak. I also think its the best we are going to get. Ideologically I'm on the fence but my wallet will vote YES.Delete Reply SirThinksToo MuchSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:54 PM My wife and I will be voting "Yes" on Thursday for it is the middle path. The easy path would have been for us to go back to school with E-80 & E-81 over our heads. The difficult path would be for us to vote "No" and put our mortgage at risk and having to continue asking retired parents for handouts to feed a family with three kids. The middle path is the wisest choice for us considering the current political climate in which those who do not teach are the quickest to judge it harshly.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:41 PM I understand that this is really tough for you! I almost died teaching a few month ago. I had to quit. Please consider holding on and say no. Remember the short loss in salary will be offset in the LONG-RUn by better salary increase. This is a joke! They will be laughing at you even more if we accept this. This is a very bad deal! However, I do respect your position!Delete Reply DaleSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:16 AM Why would classroom conditions be better on October 9th after being legislated back? We have been outplayed because of our stubborn refusal to outdated, tired old tactics. It is because of these actions that have led us to this terrible deal. Time to reset, regroup and stock up for the long haul. Can't do it if half the members commit hara kiri on themselves. We are a union of professionals not a cult. ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:49 AM Could not agree more.Delete schreck!September 17, 2014 at 9:44 AM Could you please advise which tactics you believe could have been used to secure a superior deal?Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:47 AM Full disclosure: I'm a BC Liberal supporter. The only people who would benefit from a NO vote are the BC Liberals. Teachers would be bargaining with no leverage whatsoever and would be viewed by a large segment of the population as unreasonable. The BC Liberals then get portray themselves as the only party capable of dealing with the BCTF. schreck! says that the BCTF has the government on the ropes, but he couldn't be farther from the truth. The government wants people to view the BCTF as their primary opponent. Disputes like this just shore up the BC Liberal base and protect its right flank. Any half-baked recall campaign will only reinforce that. It's true teachers aren't going to recoup the lost wages from the strike. I would suggest to you that that means this job action was probably not in teachers' interests, especially without any sort of appreciable strike fund. This is the best deal teachers were ever going to get with this government and people should have been able to recognize that in June. If you want my advice (which you probably don't), it would be to spend the next 5 years building up a strike fund, electing better leaders, and hiring a professional negotiating team. Don't bring a knife to a gunfight and expect things to go well. Focus on getting the best deal you can from whoever the government is rather than trying to change the government, the HST, Kinder Morgan or a thousand different issues that distract from education and erode the union's finances further. You'd be doing yourself a favour, and probably doing the NDP a favour at the same time. Also, if schreck! is David Schreck, you can thank his opposition to STV for the last two BC Liberal majorities. I know I do.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:11 PM One step would be to stop making political contributions to the NDP. This only contributes to the childish animosity and lack of trust that has constantly characterized negotiations. How else can the Socreds/Liberals view teachers except as enemies when they so publicly support their opponents. This stupid confrontational immature approach has to STOP!!!!! Education should not be a political fight when it is so obviously a valuable benefit to our society. It was an NDP government that legislated teachers back to work in 1993. Stop making education a political fight.Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:10 PM I don't think they have to go that far. CUPE and the Nurses still contribute to the NDP yet they don't have the same acrimonious relationship. CUPE and the Nurses just make their members their priority, and broader advocacy second.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:55 PM Ryan (possibly a Liberal paid commenter), with all due respect, I disagree with you. The cumulative increase in lieu of this will be better. Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can. I say to Iker, ask for 6% over 3 years because these people love to play the 15% over 15 year game to make it so big on the surface. Some people think that this is 15% every year. Believe me! I have seen it in comment sections. Others believe that the 15% is too high not understanding that they must divide things over the duration of the contract. It is time that we play it smarter. It is time to put the foot down and ask for money given to us by other unions, if it is needed. Banks can accept one late mortgage payment. It would be suicidal for them to not help. Imagine the possible damage if that ever leaks out. They could lose a lot in teacher money. I for one would pull my money out of a bank in support! Teachers are going to show this government that we have a spine! Enough is enough! Aren't you tired of being treated like kids? (Retired teacher who almost died in a car accident because of work conditions that were horrendous. I had to quit.)Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 AM Not paid by the BC Liberals. I pay them actually... :/ I imagine astroturfers of any affiliation wouldn't disclose their bias. "Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can." How did that work in May 2013? If the teachers reject a contract that their own union endorsed, it will make teachers seem unreasonable. Whether that perception is true or fair is irrelevant. It's what will happen, and teachers will be weaker as a result. Take my advice. Build up a strike fund and focus on the internal governance of the BCTF for the next 6 years. You'll be better off for it. Or not. I don't mind you or others making it easier for the party I support to get elected. I'd just rather not see kids and teachers hurt in the process.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:37 AM Ah! The "don't-hurt-kids" card, hey, when you have underfunded education for 12 years! WOW! That takes the cake! Are your trolling? Oh! You are serious? :) Would you be surprised if I don't follow your advice, considering your lack of logic? Would you be surprised if others don't follow your advice? It is ttue that bullies like you and your ilks love to show who is the boss, who is the teacher now! I suspect that is at the root of the problem! No one wants to fail in school! No one wants to get the strap! Sad that today's teachers don't like it too! But, who cares, we are ... teachers! We deserve it! BAH! BAH! BAH!Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:22 PM That's fine. I look forward to another 16 years of BC Liberal government.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:41 PM 16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate! Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan! Sociopaths do that!Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 9:35 AM "16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate!" 16 years of our opponents still don't understand why they lost. Like I said, that's fine with me. If I said the Liberals would be in power for at least another 13 years back in 2004 you probably would have laughed too. Heck, if I told you on May 13 last year that the BC Liberals would be reelected on May 14 you'd probably have laughed too. And you were wrong. Why is that? Answer that question if you want the NDP to win the next election. Without a correct answer to it, the NDP's cause is hopeless. "Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan!" You feel they are flawed, and that's fine. I don't go around calling people who disagree with me sociopaths, nor do I accuse them of being paid shills. But I also don't feel much need to address your ad hominems. There are logical arguments to support your position, but argumentum ad hominem is not one of them. It's a textbook logical fallacy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 1:15 PM Ah! Now I get it! It is all ego-based! You think because you voted the winning party that you are a winner and we are losers! You think because you predicted that the Liberals would win, you are winner. That does not make YOU a winner or the Liberals! It is called DEMOGRAPHICS, you expletives. The baby boomers are getting old and because they have more assets and won't make a whole lot more for too long, they need to vote a govn't who is going to do just that! It is not rocket science! WOW! You think you are so superior when your party stole an election with 47% of the popular vote. That's not a majority and your party should not have been elected. BTW, did you delete from your ethical memory the words Ethnic voting scandal? The field is slanted and you know it. However, you are so willing to minimize, forget the scams and bad fairplay tactics like a sociopath is allowed to minimize or ignore his or victims emotions that you don't see that you are the loser, we are the victim of your constant bullying. 1% wage increases after years of 0% increases and you can justify that when Yahoo reports that the average Canadian can hope to get 2.5% this and next year: https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html You Liberals behave like fascists, but we can't call you that because that's not allowed! Well! Guess what? It is and you are. Live with it! You keep on dreaming you are a genius! :) I am retired, getting soon a nice pension, and laughing at you from a beach somewhere! AHAHA! Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 2:14 PM What's with the name calling Peter? For someone claiming to be retired you really don't show the wisdom of age. For someone who talks about logic, you use logical fallacies like ad hominems a lot too. It's a fair point that the BC Liberals didn't get a majority of the vote (and I'm a very big supporter of electoral reform). The BC Liberals + Conservatives did though, and I don't think it's realistic to expect the BC Conservatives to have been more generous had they been part of government. Last time I checked I just voted. I didn't "victimize" anyone. Perhaps your rage is misplaced. If you think the election was "stolen" I'm afraid I have to question your grasp on reality though. "Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?" I'm glad you'll have a pleasant retirement Peter. I have no ill will towards you. I'm not sure why you think I do. I'm not saying people were *right* to vote BC Liberal. That's a matter of opinion. All I'm saying is people *did* vote BC Liberal. More voted BC Liberal than BC NDP for the last 5 elections in a row actually. You need to understand why that happened in order to change it for the next election. Clearly you're not interested in that though. Which is fair enough. Just remember next time you're upset about something the BC Liberals do that your lack of interest is part of why the BC Liberals get elected at all.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 3:23 PM I love your culture --or the lack of thereof! Guess what, stop thinking averybody is white and must follow your little rules. Namecalling? Sociopath? Whaaaat? And, what if you are? Still can't call you that? :) You fascist right-wingers are big on censorship! I just don't like you giving us lessons on how to get the NDP in. As stated, people are voting right of the NDP because it is a matter of demographics and a little ethnic vote buying on the side. The rest is mumbo jombo. Yes, of course, they will have to go on strike in the future and yes they will have to build a strike fund. The Liberals stole that from the BCTF too! And, you wonder why I don't have any respect for them? Yes, electoral reform is needed! We agree!Delete Reply JJ GeorgeSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:46 AM As a parent, I support the teachers and respect whether they choose to vote yes or no. However I noticed a discrepancy here from other information I've read regarding prep time for elementary teachers. Here it states minimal improvement to prep time - only 10 minutes per week being added. Elsewhere I read that it is 100 minutes per week for prep, increasing by an additional 10 minutes in the final year. That is a significant difference, and worth noting. Or have I completely misunderstood?ReplyDelete Replies Anne-MarieSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:59 AM Elementary teachers currently have 90 minutes of preparation time per week so an increase to 100 minutes per week is only gaining 10 minutes. In other provinces and some private schools they have as much as 45 minutes of prep time per day.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:56 PM Thank you for inquiring!Delete DW ZSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:57 PM You're right JJ George. There is a significant difference around the province regarding preparation times. In my district elementary teachers currently get 100 minutes of prep time. This new proposal is useless to me. I'll have to wait 6 years to gain an extra 10 minutes. Delete Reply UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:11 AM Almost nobody gets cost of living adjustments. Also inflation is NOT 2%. Do some research and look at the CPI for BC over the last 24 months. The average over the last 2 years is 0.7%, not 2%. The CPI changes every month so you cant just look at the highest month and declare that THE inflation rate. Check out the 12 month averages document for the actual numbers. http://www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/StatisticsBySubject/Economy/ConsumerPriceIndex.aspx All that being said I support the teachers. if you think this is a bad deal as a parent my dream would be for the teachers to vote no but continue bargaining because I do think the kids need to be in school and I do fear that the teachers will lose all support if the strike continues. All I ask as a parent is that you do your own research and try not to be swayed by all the opinions. ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:01 AM Inflation for August was 2.1% (http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/economy/cpi-report-expected-to-reveal-rise-in-canadas-core-inflation-rate/article20593943/). The CPI is a year-over-year calculation.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:43 AM Inflation should be looked at as a yearly average, not an individual month.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:34 PM The lawyers do not believe we have compromised our court deal. Our leadership would not have sold us out. We dodged a bullet. The Premier had something loaded even if we are not sure what it was. The idea that we could simply return to work is not guaranteed. I think a no vote could easily lead to the Liberals locking us out again because the Premier wants to crush us and she will use any excuse. She did not want to take the advice of her people and do this deal. I am certain a plan for drastic action (where we have to take the concessions they had planned) or worse - was in place. We can't guarantee the press will do any better job explaining the complexities should we say no. They rarely sided with us in markets outside of Vancouver where people are more political and they often misled or allowed others to mislead. They are not helping and would sensationalize. This would see dissolution of support very quickly - especially if we asked for wages. (Though admittedly it angers me that we can't ask for wages without being accused of being greedy when that is what most bargaining units do). But we have argued this is about kids and while this is not ideal - it is better to have teachers than not. The deal does suck in that it does not bring us to par - but this fight needs to be won with a strategy that is political and capacity will do that in another round. We have some support - but it is limited to the choir. We need to have the pews too. We need to build that capacity while working and continue to find allies because the fight is bigger than most people want to consider. This is about ideology and about privatization. Education always was political but never more so than now and we have to fight this party or the conservatives who would do the same or worse. No teacher who is responsible can ignore the politics any longer. That is simply the truth. If you work in the system you better get informed and you better be prepared to fight until retirement for the system. That said, I want to ask the same question others are asking: Why is this the job of 42,000 teachers and not the job of all citizens who want equality to fight for this right? It is time (while the conversation is still on-going and up to and including election night) for us to guide the public where we can but mainly play our part by not propping the system up. Make poverty known. Make noise about shortfalls, ask questions (in the media or in board offices ) about who is going to fix it instead of paying ourselves, volunteer some but wait for the pubic to step up so they see what schools lack. I hate the deal too. But I trust Vince Ready and Iker and I don't think we could have done better right now. I think we dodged a bullet because I have read everything this government has put out and followed the trail. They plan to privatize and they are just looking for the route. Voting YES for now does not mean we are giving up. It does not mean a win in the way we wanted but we have won a battle that will lead to us winning the war. If we don't rest up and stock up we might not get there.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:57 PM Well, if it is bigger than just this battle, then we will need ALL the unions to strike if they do indeed use drastic (draconian) measures. I say it is time for ALL of the unions to call a general strike. I guarantee that they will not like that one bit. What will they do then? Call the army? :) People in Europe, at the end of the 19th century stood up in mines. General strikes do occur in Europe and have. If you think you had it tough, think of them who stood tall for US in tougher times and conditions. Make sacrifices. Sell furniture. Tutor on the side. Ask for the BCTF money. Ask your banker to help. As friends and relatives. If we say NO, it won't last long. If they legislate us back, let's call a general province-wide strike of all unions. Delete Reply Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:47 AM Between CC's smug smile as she celebrates slaughtered teachers and Jim Iker's goofy grin - seemingly unaware that he has been a willing puppet, I am thoroughly disgusted. Over the next 5 years, teachers will be in an increasingly bad situation financially, classrooms will continue to be too large and complex with increasing medical, social and environmental issues impacting academic delivery. It could not be less obvious that things will continue to worsen. The Liberals have ensured that BC is rapidly becoming the Canadian Monaco for rich off shore interests and wealthy corporations. Soon the underpaid "workers" will have to be bussed in daily to Vancouver - Asian style. The only recourse is to move to just about any other province and bring in up to $100,000 more over the six years with much less cost of living. So we are bailing, encouraged by friends who have gotten positions in Manitoba and Alberta. My colleagues and I discovered through contacting several school boards across Canada that specialist (special needs and behavioural) and secondary science teachers are in particular demand. I want to work in a professional, respectful environment where the needs of all children are considered a priority and where I feel inspired to do my best. However, I want my vote to reflect the wishes of teachers who will be here over the next 6 (5) years, so very much appreciate your blog and opportunity to read the comments.ReplyDelete Bert SlaterSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:11 AM To vote YES will throw away 12 years of effort, and 2 victories in BC Supreme Court. To vote YES will be to snatch defeat from the jaws of victory. If you vote YES what bargaining power do you think you will have - the government will do nothing, and then what do you think you will do - take job action? PLEASE VOTE NO.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:59 PM Time to show you have a spine!Delete Reply RodSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:06 AM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Cool HandSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 AM Wouldn't a 'No' vote be a vote of no confidence in the BCTF itself?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:02 AM Not at all. It is just a message to the leadership we need to do better. The strength of the union is the members, and we support the leadership by giving them direction through democratic means.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:40 PM I disagree. How else can a recommendation by the EC to vote yes be interpreted? Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:00 PM I am sure people will interpret this both ways, but it is a vote. If it is supposed to be a "Yes", because it might be interpreted one way, then why bother having a vote?Delete Kate TSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:07 AM Yes , it would be. I don't think we could come out much better than this with this government. How will a No obtain that? Christy will be happy, she can declare the BCTF gone and roll out her plan to privatize. Delete Reply David DeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:06 AM A no vote would be a rejection of a the court victories defied by the government and an inadequate deal containing some vague promises that won't meet the needs of teachers or students on class size and other important issues.In Ontario elementary teachers get 200 minutes of prep time per 5 day cycle. I know there is financial hardship, but the union has received close to $2 million in donations from other unions; is there no way of accessing hardship funds? At minimum, vote no and return to work on work to rule with various strike options.ReplyDelete Erica JonesSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:25 AM This article actually makes me so mad. It is NOT better for the kids that they have missed almost all of june and all of september. This is what you signed up for in BC as a teacher. Get on board or GET OUT.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:20 PM Is this really what teachers signed up for? At my high school, each class has about 30 kids, with an average of 17 kids per classroom with an identified learning disability. Our district says that there should be no more than 4 kids per classroom.. How do you expect non-specialist teachers to help each student when over half of them require more resources because of a learning disability? Furthermore, are you generalizing the "better-ness" to all the kids in BC? Because I don't think that it would be better if kids went back considering the learning environment isn't up to par. There are barely any Education Assistants, and support teachers for the multitude of children who need them. While I recognize and appreciate your enthusiasm for education, please realize that the public school system isn't a daycare. Also, please think about your words and the learning environment prior to speaking out. By the way, we're not an autocracy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:08 PM I can understand your frustration! Understand mine! I almost died at 7:30 pm one night returning from teaching a FI split class with several students who did not get enough support or no support at all. The principal expressed to me that he expected me to teach 2 different social studies programs and 2 different science programs. ANYONE I talked to knows that this is impossible to do, especially in French Immersion when kids get no support at home and books are often too hard for students to read. I had to quit my job. I did it for me and did it for the kids. I was like a surgeon who is asked to operate on 5 patients with an old scalpel with 2 inexperienced nurses. Predictably, 4 patients would die and I would be reprimanded! Teachers are put in terrible conditions and kids too. I hope you have the openmind to consider the reality of this honest personal anecdote. I also wish you to understand that this is likely not an isolated incident. What will it take? A kid to commit suicide because he or she is not getitng enough support?Delete Reply hilarySeptember 17, 2014 at 10:29 AM It is incorrect to equate lost funding with what the teachers would have received in grievances. The two are not equivalent. The starting position of the BCTF was $225M, so they never expected $3B to resolve grievances. I'm also interested to know where you get your figures on overcrowded classrooms. A recent Globe and Mail article says that classrooms are, on average, smaller than the caps set in 2002.ReplyDelete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:36 AM The signing bonus should be roughly $2500 each: 105 million divided by 41 thousand.ReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:53 AM It is not that simple. The $105 million is to be allocated by the union. The term "signing bonus" has been crossed off on the signed document. Some of that money may be used to pay union debts. Don't know this but clarification would be useful.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:16 PM Just quoting from the CBC news website, "And finally there are details of $105-million fund to settle grievances stemming from the ongoing court case. The BCTF says that money will be given out as a signing bonus, with specific amount yet to be determined."Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:34 AM I think it would be smart to put at least part of it into your strike fund.Delete Reply WheelsSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:55 AM If the money is used as a signing bonus, it should be based on FTEReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:12 PM Yes I am sure it will be based on FTE. The question is how much of the $105 Million is actually distributed. This is up to the union, and I am told that it is yet to be decided.Delete GuruSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:44 PM And don't forget all the retired teachers who are entitled to a share of it.Delete Reply Geoff OrmeSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:18 PM In another discussion of this someone suggested that under BC Labour Law a no vote means rejection of the proposed deal, and that means the strike continues until either: - the union in question elects to stand down - another tentative deal is presented or - the government imposes a legislated contract. I think the last of these is the most likely, and I believe the legislated contract would be draconian and brutal. What do you think, Tara? Also, I would appreciate your thoughts on Sandy Garossino's comments at https://storify.com/Garossino/should-teachers-accept-the-contractReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:14 PM If this is so, in a few month (likely a couple of years), teachers will win so much more with a Supreme Court judgment! It is possible that the Liberals know that the higher courts are stacked by Liberal judges (that is what happen when judges are chosen, not elected). In any case, a negative settlement (or not a great judgment) will galvinize the public to reform the way the Supreme court judges are being chosen. I doubt that any govn't will want that to happen. A legislated contract will make the LIbs look like sociopaths and dictators.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:47 PM Peter I think you are expecting far too much from the public, many of whom are only paying attention to this matter due to kids being home from school. The public are not remotely this savvy on the political process.Delete Reply IslanderSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:09 PM I am a continuing education teacher. We have it even worse and we are not listened to enough about our poor conditions. Those include no prep time (and we do have to mark and do report cards many times a year sometimes and commonly for 30 students in a class), travelling to different schools with no compensation, and having next to no breaks in between 3 hour classes. I worked for two years with no lunch break and taught 6 hours straight (just 15 min. breaks) to be told, "don't complain since there are others who will do it". We then got 15 min. breaks in between classes. Most of our students are wealthy immigrants, many who try to stay in classes as long as possible since the classes are free. After spending a year in Germany, I realize how better organized it is where the immigrants pay to learn the language on a sliding scale, and have to pay for a student book as well for each class. We do not even have text books, but photocopy so much at tax payers' expense. This is not right. I then teach summer school since we were not on a 12 month continual salary and most of those students are also immigrants (at least 75%). This is also free and it is becoming so common and the new immigrants know this is free babysitting and tutoring. I think one main problem is that we have so many new immigrants in our classes who need ESL like this article states about our inclusion style of education nowadays: http://www.vancouversun.com/life/Shelley+Fralic+trouble+with+schools/10203596/story.html I am honored to be teaching and like my job, but it does get exhausting especially since I need two or three jobs to pay the mortgage that I now no longer have.. back to renting since it all I can afford in this city that has become so expensive. And many don't realize that it is very very difficult to get to full time work as a teacher here. There was a formula that made it take about 10 years to get to f/t (now finally changed). I have been without pay for 3 months, and now had to finally rent a place in anticipation of returning to work, so I have to vote "yes", but please keep the comments coming for what alternatives we have. Maybe we have to just educate the public in a better way than picketing; maybe get out and walk around malls and talk to people and hand out pamphlets on how this liberal government is hurting this. Most Asians (probably just the new who are from such a different system) are already against the teachers since they do not seem to understand what is going on. http://www.vancouversun.com/Business/asia-pacific/Chuck+Chiang+Many+Asian+families+place+blame/10202757/story.htmlReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:17 PM First of all, myn thoughts are with you! I think your ideas about using different strategies is smart. Picketing is not a very good strategy to let people know about things. I think using the membership to flood media comment sections would be more effective. Going to talk to the public might be a good idea along with this, I think. Phone the BCTF and ask for support.Delete Reply Marsha HolleySeptember 17, 2014 at 1:36 PM A teachers wife Vote no you have come to far to back down. It is a -----Y DEAL. ReplyDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:45 PM Ask yourself WHY teachers cannot get 1/2 of the average increase in salary of the private sector? (The Libs will tell you because there are sooooooo many teachers, but I also hear that there are provinces where there is a need for teachers!) TORONTO - A new study says that Canadians, on average, can expect about the same size salary increase next year as in 2014. Human resources consultants Pal Benefits says a survey of 401 organizations, mainly in Ontario, Alberta and British Columbia, projected salary increase for 2015 at an average of 2.79 per cent. That was almost unchanged from the 2.74 per cent average increase projected in last year's survey. Meanwhile, in addition to the average salary increase remaining relatively steady year over year, the survey found that the percentage of employers who plan to freeze salaries appears to have stabilized at eight per cent —in the same percentages as was projected in 2014. Breaking down the numbers further, the survey found the average salary increase anticipated in the engineering, financial services and high technology sectors was three per cent. That compared with an average of 2.5 per cent on the low end for organizations in durable manufacturing. https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.htmlReplyDelete "Mama Rose"September 17, 2014 at 9:12 PM I used to agree with you, Tara, and appreciate you bringing these items to your blog to get us all thinking. But after a very long night and day of research and discussion, I realize I will be voting yes tomorrow. Here is why: I don't care about salary or benefit increases. That is not why I went on strike. I don't care if this tentative deal is not good for teachers. That's not why I went on strike either. For me, the single most important issue is class size and composition. I want to work in a classroom where I have enough time and resources available to me to adequately help all the students I teach. And while it is true that this tentative deal will not change anything in the classrooms right now (or at least most of our classrooms), I realized that we couldn't actually make changes in that area because the issues of cs and c is before the courts. When I made that connection and realized that this round of bargaining was really about a "good enough" agreement regarding wages, then the deal seems, well... good enough. BUT, the best part, is the language the BCTF legal team made around the furture court decision (the re-opener). They have it in writing that if we win the court case (which is likely) and when we have to start bargaining class size and comp again (that is exactly what Justice Susan Griffin said we would have to do) we will be STARTING from the 2002 levels. To make this simple to understand, I explained it to my friends using a number line. With this new language, the BCTF starts the next round of bargaining at say a 50. The government will want us to go to 10 or 15, and we'll compromise and end up maybe 25. But WITHOUT that language, we would have started bargaining at a 10 and only gone down from there. So I do believe it is the best deal possible, it still factors in the biggest issue (from my perspective), we do not lose the important gains of the past, and most importantly, everyone gets to go back to school.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 PM Mam Rose, I appreciate your point of view and your courage. However, let me point out to you and the readers that a decision at the BC supreme court might not turn out the way teachers anticipate. We all know that judges are appointed and who does the appointing? "All justices of the BCSC (including the position of Chief Justice and Associate Chief Justice) are appointed by the federal cabinet, on recommendation of the Minister of Justice. Masters are appointed by the provincial cabinet, on recommendation of the Attorney General in consultation with the Chief Justice." (Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Supreme_Court_of_British_Columbia) Now, I would like to think that all of those people are objective, but they are appointed and we know that there are political appointments. They have a lot of discretion over the laws and judgments. I am willing to bet that the BC Liberals do know this and are betitng the farm (or do they know something we don't know) that the Supreme Courts are stacked against teachers? So, I am not sure if we can count on a WIN if we proceed with the court ruling. I think we would be better to negotiate and negotiate a better deal.Delete Reply retaSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:57 AM Yes...no...yes...no...The last two days have been this. I’ve read so many articles and comments over the past few months and, I can say, I have learned a lot. I know this is not a great deal for teachers right now. I will be voting yes. This is why… 1. The children. Without going into the multiple issues (e.g., grad, post secondary, trades, sports, global education/trips, planned activities, those with varying degrees of special needs, those that need a soft place to land, etc., etc.) the children need to get on with their education. 2. The parents. For many parents, this strike is a financial burden. We do not like to be called baby sitters, but for many living below the poverty line, school is a financial relief. Winter is coming; gas bills will be expensive. 3. Poverty. Remember, BC has the highest child poverty rate in Canada. Schools feed and clothe numerous children. 4. The other systems educators work collaboratively with. MFCD, CYMH, foster parents, group homes, and the multitude of non-profit agencies that support vulnerable children and families are bursting at the seams. We are a part of that team. 5. CUPE. While some have been paid during this strike, that money is coming from districts. It was not provided by the government. And, CUPE is a partner in education - from the bus drivers to the tech dept to custodians to secretaries to EAs and so on. 6. Small Businesses. In our little towns, the school district is the number one employer. There is a direct cause-effect relationship between loss of wage and loss of business. 7. Money. The amount of money that is needed to reverse the erosion of the public education system over numerous years cannot be recouped in one sitting. This agreement is a start. It’s not much but the stage has been set. 8. THE COURT CASE. That is why we were on strike. All the other stuff could have been resolved months ago, but our government was working hard to make the court case go away. Well, it still exists. I consider that the victory. We live to fight another day (as rhetorical as that sounds) AND I hope people actually read the ruling and think critically about how a loss could impact the future of the Charter of Rights, and the power of government to contravene those rights. I am guessing we will vote to ratify as so many fear “what’s next?” from this government. It’s nasty business, and I think legislation would be next. VALUING PUBLIC EDUCATION needs to come from a STRONG, CONSISTENT public voice. If we do ratify the agreement, and those in the profession and public think we've given up, we have not. We’ve been fighting for years. We just haven’t been heard… until now. ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:21 AM I understand your point of view, but sometimes you have to fight to get what you want. This is a VERY bad deal, considering: Other people get on average 2.5% salary increases last year and this year and the next and the rest of us get 1% and must feel happy if we do.? (https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html) THIS DEAL is a horrendously BAD deal for kids/parents as well, of course. We are going to continue to be humiliated and be the laughing stock of many people of this province. After a decade of paycuts, WOW, this is what they are willing to offer! WOW! WOW! WOW!Delete Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:30 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Reply Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:37 PM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:08 PM Let's cross our fingers! I think we need a general strike by all unions if CC legislates teachers back. It is time to put the foot down and tell her and the Liberals that, as in the movie Network,"I am mad as hell and I won't take it anymore!"Delete Reply Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 8:26 PM Needs help on some stats for an online debate Looking for the last 10 or 15 years of contractual salary increases in %. So, 1% for 2001, 0% for 2002,...ReplyDelete Children FirstSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:00 PM Well it's all done now. Really hope the teacher's can find another angle to deal with class size and composition as well as student funding. The government will make sure the coming court case never swings your way no matter what. 2nd most expensive place to live in the the world!!! Wonder why and where the money goes??? ReplyDelete AnonSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 PM I'm an outsider, but have followed closely this whole fiasco and this is a RAW deal. Your union hung you out to dry on this one - taking a really bad deal (clearly no one from the BCTF had rudimentary math skills in their toolbox) and then publicly encouraging to the media that teachers accept the deal....what choice did you have - a no vote would have outraged the public. I could go on and on, but the bottom line, in my opinion, is that your union better get some stronger leaders who are PR and technology savvy. Out with Iker and the rest of those who bargained on your behalf - they just got ......well , we know that happened. Whew, can't even believe how screwed you got, absolutely amazing - nothing meaningful gained in the big picture and only very minor gains for a small group of people, bigger losses for the majority.. Wow - I better stop now. Best of luck. Thanks for all you do for our children. ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ▼  September (9) Reflections on the BC Teacher Strike BC Teacher strike - Lessons learned Response to Sandy Garossino Will the Education Fund improve classroom conditio... Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Class composition: a human rights perspective Class size and composition - a short visual histor... Guest post - I WILL HOLD THE LINE Teachers - let your leadership know it is time to ... ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9682,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 19, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 2006 Readers write Admire Hall’s ability to express hope I am deeply appreciative of the thoughts expressed in the poem, "No wall high enough," by Budd L. Hall, published in the September 2006 issue of Teacher. His words echo my own beliefs, and I would like him to know that I admire his ability to express his hopes. I would also like permission to send copies to my eight mature grandchildren, and my other relatives, friends, and my political representatives. R. Havard Smithers Teaching is about people A teachers’ job is never done is an adage as true today as it was 30 years ago. As someone who taught 20 years, and worked in coaching and professional capacities with my local union, the experience has left me with a different perspective on what is important in our field. Now that I have been on LTD for several years, my perspective has been altered. I spent so much time keeping my nose to the grindstone that those who had left teaching due to physical or mental strains were quickly forgotten. I was busy enough trying to keep my head above water, let alone worry about someone gone. One person I taught with had a heart attack and was off for several months; I did send him a card and felt I had at least shown recognition of his difficult times. Most physical ailments heal and the person returns to work. However, some don’t heal and the person doesn’t return. While no one is irreplaceable, people who have made a contribution deserve to be remembered. To remember those who have left is a sign of respect for the profession of teaching, one that says yes, education matters, and individual teachers matter, too. Veteran teachers have a responsibility to demonstrate the way things should be done to incoming teachers; to show how those who have given years to teaching, and are now gone, are also important. The Federation provides wonderful financial support to those on LTD and SIP, and this demonstrates the collegiality that reflects why our Federation has been so successful over the years. Very few professions extend financial support such as that which comes from the BCTF. As one who has benefited greatly from this financial support, I have heartfelt appreciation for the BCTF membership. In the final analysis, teaching is about people—students, teachers, parents—and society at large. An appreciation of the efforts of those who have left abruptly shows recognition of the humanity that bonds us all, and for many of us reflects why education is so important and why we went into teaching in the first place. Steven Faraher-Amidon Surrey Students more polite than educators I was so pleased to be able to attend the morning event with students to hear His Holiness the Dalai Lama on September 8, 2006. All of the students were remarkable—attentive, polite and very well behaved. The afternoon event with educators was, unfortunately, disappointing in the respect that the attendees were not particularly attentive or polite. I had to stand up twice for people to come and go, others were late and there was chatting in the aisles. The rudest thing was for people to be rushing out when the guests were still on the stage at the close of the event. I think a number of these ‘educators’ thought they were at a hockey game or something! I was glad my students were not there to witness this behaviour. However, in the spirit of the message of the Dalai Lama I am letting go of my annoyance! Ellen McDonnell Burnaby Historical perspective right on! Two predominant thoughts emanate from Ken Novakowski’s article "Historical perspectives" in the October issue of Teacher. He has an amazing grasp of the significance of history in terms of personal, cultural, and institutional developments. Your article underlines what I have long thought. Locally, in terms of bargaining learning and teaching conditions and rights, the Federation has made fantastic gains, with some temporary setbacks, including the provincial institution of the College of Teachers in 1987. In the 1960s and the 1970s, when the BCTF even managed to have the provincial exams cancelled, I was fond of quoting an art education profession from Stanford University, Elliot Eisner, who stated, "What is counted, counts." Your article is right on regarding what is happening in the public school system today. John Church Vancouver, retired Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/bctf/status/514187441058492416,BCTF on Twitter: "BC Association of Mathematics Teachers @BCAMT conference - Oct 24 http://t.co/IosuHI2cVp  | #psaday14 #bctfpd" Twitter Search query Search Twitter Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Language: English Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Have an account? Sign in New to Twitter? Join Today » Sign In Phone, email or username Password Sign in Remember me Forgot password? Already using Twitter via text message? Follow Following Unfollow Blocked Unblock Pending Cancel BCTF ‏ @bctf Sep 22 BC Association of Mathematics Teachers @BCAMT conference - Oct 24 http://www.bcamt.ca/fall2014  | #psaday14 #bctfpd Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Retweets 4 Favorite 1 4:00 PM - 22 Sep 2014 Don’t miss any updates from BCTF © 2014 Twitter About Help Ads info Close Flag this media This has already been marked as containing sensitive content. Flag this as containing potentially illegal content. Submit Cancel Learn more about flagging media Dismiss Close Previous Next Close Go to a person's profile Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Close Retweet this to your followers? Cancel Retweet Close Are you sure you want to delete this Tweet? Cancel Delete Close Block Cancel Block Add a location to your Tweets When you tweet with a location, Twitter stores that location. You can switch location on/off before each Tweet and always have the option to delete your location history. Learn more Turn location on Not now Turn off location Close Profile summary Close Your lists Close Create a new list List name Description Under 100 characters, optional Privacy Public · Anyone can follow this list Private · Only you can access this list Save list Close Close Embed this Tweet Add this Tweet to your website by copying the code below. Learn more Hmm, there was a problem reaching the server. Try again? Include parent Tweet Include media Preview Close Sign up for Twitter Not on Twitter? Sign up, tune into the things you care about, and get updates as they happen. Have an account? Sign in » Close Two-way (sending and receiving) short codes: Country Code For customers of United States 40404 (any) Canada 21212 (any) United Kingdom 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM Haiti 40404 Digicel, Voila Ireland 51210 Vodafone, O2 India 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Indonesia 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » See SMS short codes for other countries Close Confirmation)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/PEA-Newsletter.aspx?id=30549,BCTF > Public Education Advocates Newsletter #1 September 6, 2013  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development PEA newsletter archives 2013-14  2012-13  2011-12    2010-11  2009-10    Home > Publications > Newsletters and Alerts > Public Ed. Advocates Newsletter > 2013-14 Archive Public Education Advocates Newsletter September 6, 2013, Issue #1 A fair deal for teachers—better support for kids BCTF supports CUPE K–12 bargaining Truth and Reconciliation Commission events What can you do? “A fair deal for teachers—better support for kids”   Jim Iker, in his opening address to the BCTF Summer Conference on August 23, reiterated his message loud and clear. He called on the government to scrap the 10-year sound bite and to put their minds to real bargaining that offers the necessary resources and solutions for teachers and students. Bargaining will resume after October 3, when the court case regarding the remedy for Bills 28 and 22 is completed. The BCTF is seeking a remedy that properly addresses the stripping of our collective agreements and our right to collective bargaining. BCTF supports CUPE K–12 bargaining: Government must step up   Most of BC’s non-teaching school board employees are CUPE members. CUPE collective agreements expired over a year ago. As the union that represents these workers, CUPE is calling on the provincial government to bring the necessary resources to the bargaining table in order to negotiate a fair deal. Although negotiations have been “stop-and-start”, CUPE is back at the bargaining table this week. Education Minister Peter Fassbender recently indicated that the province will not provide school boards any additional funding to cover the costs of newly negotiated collective agreements with CUPE workers. This will leave cash-strapped boards again in the position of having to make further cuts to budgets already stretched to the breaking point by more than 10 years of underfunding. In August, BCTF local representatives attending the Summer Representative Assembly in Kamloops unanimously passed two recommendations. Delegates called upon the government to negotiate with CUPE in good faith and to fully fund any negotiated settlement. As well, the delegates expressed solidarity with CUPE and support for its efforts to conclude a negotiated collective agreement. British Columbia Truth and Reconciliation Week, September 16–22  For more than 120 years, thousands of Aboriginal children in British Columbia were sent to Indian Residential Schools funded by the federal government and run by the churches. They were taken from their families and communities in order to be stripped of language, cultural identity, and traditions. Canada’s attempt to wipe out Aboriginal cultures failed. But it left an urgent need for reconciliation between Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal peoples. The City of Vancouver is the first municipality in Canada to proclaim June 21, 2013 to June 20, 2014 as the Year of Reconciliation.   The Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada (TRC) is holding its BC National Event from September 18 21, 2013, at the Pacific National Exhibition site in Vancouver. On Education Day, Thursday September 19, 2013, visiting school groups will see cultural performances and films, visit artisans and other displays, and witness survivor statements,sharing circles, and more. Reconciliation Canada will host activities before and after the TRC BC National Event, including: Lighting the Fire of Reconciliation, September 16, 8:00 a.m., Ambleside Beach, West Vancouver. A sacred fire will be lit to symbolize the commencement of Reconciliation Week. All Nations Canoe Gathering, September 1, 9:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m.,False Creek VancouverPaddlers will start from Kits Point to the Olympic Village. People-powered crafts will join traditional canoes in a welcome ceremony to Coast Salish lands.  Walk for Reconciliation: A New Way Forward, September 22, 9:00 a.m., Queen Elizabeth Plaza, Vancouver. From Queen Elizabeth Plaza to Creekside Park. Bringing Canada’s many cultures to walk a path together in a shared commitment to reconciliation. Be a part of the National Journey for Healing and Reconciliation! All gatherings are open to the public and admission is free.  What can you do?  Send a message encouraging the provincial government to properly fund agreements with both teachers and other staff in the public education system. Write your MLA or your school board chair. Speak out for increased investment in public schools. Visit the CUPE BC website for updated information, including a television and radio campaign in support of CUPE members who keep BC schools clean, safe, and inclusive. Visit the Reconciliation Canada events website to get details on all the events associated with British Columbia Truth and Reconciliation Week. Ask others to join our Public Education Advocacy e-mail list to read about the issues and get involved. Check out our Facebook page and become a friend. Join us on Twitter.  Our easy-to-read pamphlet The numbers tell the story clearly highlights the loss of teachers and specialists, the worsening student-educator ratio, and the increased numbers of students with special needs. Visit Better Schools BC for a close look at the BCTF plan for quality public education. Email Facebook Twitter Friend of public education? Join our e-mail list to read about the issues and get involved. About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11982,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2001 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 13, Number 4, Jan./Feb. 2001 BCTF adds peer support to member services by Nancy Hinds If you have ever hit a tough patch in your teaching career, you may have wondered where to turn to for help and coaching. Who can you call? Where are the resources? When is it safe to admit you could use some colleague support? Who can actually help with the classroom practice questions you have? This fall, the BCTF launched such a support service as an answer to such questions. Building on years of internal conversation and a growing number of requests from locals, the Federation has initiated a service to support teachers with their teaching practice. This Peer Support Service (PSS) is designed to provide direct, individual assistance to active teachers who are experiencing difficulty with their teaching practice, and may be on plans of assistance or personally concerned. Experienced teachers, known as peer consultants, with an extensive background in the many aspects of professional practice, act as mentors to colleagues involved in the PSS. Locals and school districts work together with the consultant and the teacher to create the optimum conditions for support and learning to occur. All teacher involvement begins at the local teacher union office. The cost of the service is supported by the BCTF and in some cases, the teacher’s school district. The response to the initial pilot was heartening. In the first few months of operation, 13 locals have requested involvement; and 11 members have worked intensively with a PSS consultant. Most requests were from teachers who have “self-identified” for support, who may be facing a formal evaluation, and not on plans on assistance. One cornerstone of the BCTF is to support quality teaching for quality public education. The PSS joins with the Federation’s successful Rehabilitation Service, the Internal Mediation Service, and Bargaining and Professional Development field services to strengthen union support for its members when help is needed most. Nancy Hinds is an assistant director in the BCTF’s Professional Development Division. For further information, contact Mohammed Shamsher, BCTF PD Division, 604-871-1838, toll free 1-800-663-9163, e-mail: mshamsher@bctf.ca. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8058&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 6, April 2005 Teachers speak out Lorne Landry, Cariboo-Chilcotin speaks out Class sizes increased at all levels after the Liberals stripped our contract. At one high school, we have 24 classes over 30, the largest being 36. Now we have as many as 9 out of 30 students on IEPs in regular classrooms. In at least one of our high schools, we have up to 80 students wandering the halls because they cannot get the courses they want and need. We have to use science texts from pre-1980. Some students are having to share textbooks. Jennifer Auld, Vancouver Island West, speaks out Prior to 2002, my school had the services of a teacher counsellor. After 2002, our contract was stripped of non-enrolling-teacher ratios, which meant school boards do not have to provide students with librarians, counsellors, LAT, and the like. What has hit Zebellos students the most is having no counsellor support. In the past two years, our community has seen the murder of one of our students, the death of a young mother of six children, and a suicide pact, and despite all these events we still have no counsellor. We need a trained professional who can meet these needs and work pro-actively to alleviate the stresses of tragedy, poverty, and isolation that our students face on a daily basis. Elena Hutchinson, Vancouver, speaks out Class size has increased in many intermediate classrooms. Last year, I had a class size of 33 Grade 5/6, including two international students, four First Nations students, one child with severe autism, and five ESL students. This school year, I have 28 Grade 5/6 students, of which five are ministry designated. Eight students are awaiting testing and as a result are currently not receiving any services. We have lost the services of a youth-and-family worker. Counselling time, speech-and-language-therapist time, psychology time, teacher-librarian time, and resource-teacher time have all been cut. I am currently teaching a Grade 5 math with 10 textbooks for 20 students, a textbook that is outdated and doesn’t reflect the prescribed learning outcomes of today’s IRP. Janine Fraser, Surrey, speaks out Since the Liberals stripped our contract, class sizes have grown! And class composition is horrendous. A teacher at my school last year had 24 students in her Grade 2 class, and among those were three officially on the social development program with severe behaviour problems and many more on the list for behaviour concerns too! A student in my class last year left the district after Grade 1 and then returned a year later for Grade 3. For K and Grade 1, he had an SEA, but when he came back for Grade 3, he no longer qualified, but he hadn’t changed! I buy the resources I use, or I make photocopies and I get penalized for photocopying. Textbooks! What textbooks? I am concerned about the demoralization of my colleagues! Marty Bowles, Prince Rupert, speaks out Class sizes have increased since the Liberals stripped our contracts--especially in specialized classes. Some of our classes have numbers not seen in decades. Class-composition problems were emphasized 23 times to Tom Christensen in a recent visit. Teachers, administrators, and trustees united in letting the minister know the problem. Learning assistance teachers are so overloaded with paperwork that their contact time with students has been greatly reduced. Cutbacks to the social safety net have caused teachers to deal with ever increasing social problems in schools. Lynda Nicholson, North Okanagan/Shuswap, speaks out Classes are larger despite a concerted effort by the board to keep them small. They have had no alternative without the protections our contract provided--the money is no longer there. Hardest hit have been secondary science classes. Students are in classrooms without support; before the contract was stripped and costs downloaded, there would have been SEA support. Kerry Richardson, Surrey, speaks out Since the Liberals removed learning conditions from the collective agreement, class sizes have increased. Last year, in my small school, four intermediate classes had 31 students. That number included students with special needs and their assistants, as well as varying numbers of students needing learning assistance (SLD, learning disabilities, etc.). Gurpreet Bains, Surrey, speaks out Our district has 4,500 students in oversized classes--627 in oversized Kindergartens. We have lost the services of librarians, integration support, speech and language pathologists, and school psychologists. We have textbook shortages, less money to buy resources, and fewer teachers to support our students. Since the Liberals came to power, education has been demeaned. Teachers have lost a say in the teaching and learning conditions in their classrooms. Jon Preston, Qualicum, speaks out Class sizes have increased dramatically! Intermediate and middle school classes are bursting--the rooms in our newer schools were not designed to accommodate 33 students. A school calendar change has been imposed—seven fewer days of learning affects our ability to teach and students’ ability to learn, and it has a negative financial impact on our CUPE colleagues. Bussing fees further download cuts in education funding onto parents. The manner in which this government deals with its public-service employees, the undemocratic practices and lack of respect for collective bargaining, is not only shocking, but scandalous. David Komljenovic, Kamloops–Thompson, speaks out We now have classes exceeding 30 students, and some exceeding 40. More students with IEPs end up in classrooms with little or no support. We have classrooms with 10 or more students with special needs in classrooms of 30 or more students. We have had a 41% reduction in teacher librarians. We have outdated resources for classrooms, and teachers are forced to pay for many of their school supplies. We are concerned about the layoff of teachers and the lack of respect for court decisions.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=21166,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 7, May/June 2010  Bargaining 2011: Charting a new course By Jody Polukoshko and Tara Ehrcke Desperate for a discretionary day? You must teach in Victoria. Getting sick from mouldy teacherages? Sounds like Vancouver Island West. Still doing lunchtime supervision? Welcome to Vancouver Secondary. After almost two decades of a broken bargaining system, teachers are preparing to chart a new course. Last year, the Annual General Meeting and the Representative Assembly decided to pursue a new bargaining strategy. Local after local spoke out about the failure of provincial bargaining to address local issues. Stale language, a broken midcontract modification process, provincial interference (in the form of both legislated contracts and the incessant interference of BCPSEA in local matters) has meant that our experience with provincial bargaining has had limited benefits for many of our members. Each of our locals has a unique demographic profile and specific issues that need to be dealt with. Some examples are the need to address housing conditions for rural teachers, professional development funds and processes, summer school provisions, and post-and-fill language. Each of these issues is a priority for the locals that are affected, but those locals have not found the provincial bargaining model responsive to such issues. As a result, an Ad-hoc Committee on Bargaining Structures was struck and made a series of recommendations to work toward changing our model of bargaining Three primary issues guided the committee: bringing a greater number of bargaining issues back to the local table. Currently, our ability in locals to bargain many issues directly with our local employer is limited. providing funding that locals may use to bargain improvements on issues that their membership determines are most important. bringing class-size and composition issues back to our collective agreements, and away from legislation that does not reflect our experiences in the classroom. Split of issues In the past 16 years, since many of our local bargaining rights were removed by legislation, there have been both local and provincial bargaining tables, often at the same time, but the local tables were severely limited by the Public Education Labour Relations Act legislation in 1994. The split of issues that are allowed to be discussed at each table was negotiated at that time by the BCPSEA (the provincial bargaining agent for all school districts) and the BCTF with all cost items (and several non-cost items like harassment and evaluation) being removed from locals and given to the provincial table. This agreement is no longer satisfactory, so the Federation will first seek a renegotiation of the “split of issues.” This is a high priority because the outcome will provide us with the information necessary to make good decisions as members of our locals, as well as provincially, when it comes to setting objectives. Class size and composition Our local collective agreements once had significant language on workload. Many locals bargained limits on class size and composition, with reductions in maximums for split grades, classes with Kindergarten in them, and for numbers of students with special needs. Many locals had specific language around inclusion, and ratios for specialist teachers. In 2002, that language, which was hard-fought and won, was stripped unilaterally from our collective agreements through legislation introduced by the provincial Liberal government. A few years later, Bill 33 arrived, which does not address the needs of teachers or students in any meaningful way, and does little to address violations of this law. Bill 33 is, however, a great example of what happens when non-educators determine what is best for education! Years later, we are still addressing this law’s inadequacy through the grievance process. We believe that it is our right to bargain workload. The new bargaining structure seeks as a priority, the ability to bring class size and composition back to the bargaining table. It empowers the BCTF full-time table officers to meet with government to seek this improvement. Class size and composition is an issue that is of the utmost importance to our members and to our students, and is placed at the start of our negotiation process. Funding and support The third component of this new model is to bargain an “envelope” of money to be fairly distributed among BC locals. This funding envelope will provide resources for districts and locals to negotiate monetary items. It will support any improvements we negotiate based on our locals’ unique needs. On the ground What will this mean for teachers? Many of us have never lived through local negotiating. Many of us don’t remember the class-size and composition language that used to be part of our collective agreement. Over the last two decades, our engagement with the bargaining process has diminished as there were fewer and fewer opportunities for teachers to have an effect on improving our rights. Much of the hard work will be done before our local or provincial tables even open—the negotiations that the BCTF is already engaged in with government and BCPSEA to change the structures will require a united membership. Member involvement will be of the utmost importance in this upcoming year. In the past, when bargaining, we have taken action, rallied, raised public support, and we have worked together to advance objectives. This time, the need for solidarity will be of equal importance, but will also need to be mobilized in response to changing the way we bargain. Opportunities for input As this is a new approach, it will require new processes. As the BCTF Executive Committee seeks changes to the way we bargain, and to reverse some of the profoundly destructive legislation that has limited our bargaining rights, it is essential that we, as members, keep informed about progress. In May and June, and in the early fall, there will be activity in your local as you set your objectives, appoint your bargaining teams, and make budgetary decisions to support bargaining in your local. Your local would be doing these things regardless of what bargaining structure we have. Assessing members’ needs and priorities, as well as their commitment to attain those needs and priorities, is all part of what we do in locals—whether those needs and priorities end up being dealt with at the provincial or the local table. Provincially, your locally elected officers as well as your local representatives to the BCTF will be participating in several meetings in the next year. These include the Bargaining Conference in October 2010, bargaining training in November, and one or more special representative assemblies to update and discuss progress at each table, and to make decisions based on that progress. Bargaining preparation will also be a focus of the upcoming Summer Conference. The new structure itself is adaptive and responsive—timelines are longer, there are more opportunities for member feedback, and it is an attempt to build provincial support for local bargaining without simultaneously fettering local autonomy. Our collective agreements are unique and reflect the unique characteristics of our locals. However, we remain a provincial body that always seeks to support and advance the needs of public education. We believe that this new structure respects both of these roles of teachers, and will strengthen our membership in new ways. Jody Polukoshko is vice-president and grievance officer, VESTA and Tara Ehrcke is contract chair, Greater Victoria Teachers’ Association. AGM bargaining survey responses Nicole Davie, Cariboo Chilcotin: What would you like to achieve in the next round of bargaining? Improved teaching and learning conditions Increased pay and benefits Most important issues for you? pay increaseóteaching is a stressful job that is below scale in BC when compared to other provinces and professions better learning conditionsóI teach art and although my school is very supportive of the program, we still have too many students in a windowless room with not enough money to give a holistic, rich experience. Our government needs to FUND education properly. Robb Stevenson, Boundary: What would you like to achieve in the next round of bargaining? The next round of bargaining must achieve a restoration of stripped class-size and composition language, development of a comprehensive benefits package, cost of living wage increases, and pressure the employer to take action on pertinent TTOC issues. Most important issues for you? The collective agreement is a powerful tool in our fight against the privatization of public education by the BC Liberals. We must demand complete and full funding restoration of education to guarantee improvements in the learning conditions of our students, the working conditions of our teachers, and support for our new teachers and TTOCs. Natasha Tattersall, Burnaby: What would you like to achieve in the next round of bargaining? return to local bargaining improved benefits improved class size and composition lower counsellor/student ratios defined teacher/student ratios for non-enrolling teachers. Most important issues for you? return to local bargaining improved class size and composition improved benefits. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=21877,BCTF News Releases  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources   For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development News Release Archives 2014  2013  2012    2011 2010  2009  2008 2007  2006  Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2011 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  January 17, 2011 Teachers reject minister’s position on FSA testing, reaffirm their opposition As the 2011 Foundation Skills Assessment period begins, BC teachers are continuing to speak out about their many reasons for opposing the standardized tests given to 9- and 12-year-olds across BC. On Sunday, in a last-ditch effort to shore up support for the controversial testing regime, Education Minister Margaret MacDiarmid issued an open letter to parents of Grades 4 and 7 students. In it, she made numerous points with which teachers strongly disagree, said Susan Lambert, president of the BC Teachers’ Federation. Contrary to the minister’s statement, the FSA tests do not help students learn or teachers teach, nor do they give parents any valuable information about their children’s progress. Instead, they take valuable time and much-needed resources away from the classroom  and undermine teachers’ ability to provide meaningful learning experiences for all students. “The minister is encouraging teaching to the tests, a practice that undermines the academic rigour of the curriculum. These tests were never designed to measure individual student progress, and using them as such is a gross over-simplification,” Lambert said. “These tests assess only a very narrow and superficial slice of the curriculum, but they take on exaggerated importance when the minister inflates their value with her open letter, when accountability contracts use them as indicators, and when the Fraser Institute misuses the results to rank schools,” she continued. Education experts across Canada have decried the rankings, along with all education partners in BC —not just the Teachers’ Federation. Even Christy Clark, as education minister, was in opposition to the rankings. MacDiarmid’s letter also claims that “contrary to misinformation, the test is not optional.” Over recent years the BCTF has been informing parents of teachers’ concerns about the testing and of their right to opt their children out of assessments with which they disagree. It appears that the BCTF’s message is resonating. Declining participation in the Foundation Skills Assessment shows that more and more parents are deciding it’s best for their children not to take the tests. According to Ministry of Education figures, between 9% and 11% of Grades 4 and 7 students did not take the 2008 FSA tests. In 2010, the percentage of students not taking the tests rose to between 16% and 19%. “That this open letter would be issued the day before this year’s testing period begins indicates that the ministry is fearful that the decreased participation rates will render once again the test results statistically meaningless,” Lambert said. She noted that there is one important point in the minister’s letter everyone can agree upon: “We want every student to be able to fully pursue their passion in education and become lifelong learners.” However, teachers know that pursuing a rigid and narrow testing agenda is not the way to reach that laudable goal. “On one hand the ministry is promoting 21st century personalized learning while on the other hand pushing a kind of 19th century standardized testing,” Lambert said. “It’s completely contradictory.” -  30  - For more information, contact Nancy Knickerbocker, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell). Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=26877&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > April 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 6, April 2012   What the ministry isn’t saying about wage settlements in the public sector Have you noticed that BC Ministry of Education statements imply that the “net-zero” mandate imposed by the provincial government applies to all public sector employees? George Abbott recently stated in The Vancouver Sun (March 20, 2012), in reference to BCTF wage proposals: Virtually every other public-sector union negotiated net-zero agreements that respected the government’s challenging financial circumstances.   Why say all public-sector unions when the legislation applies only to provincial public-sector employees? The ministry remains silent on wage settlements for municipal and federal employees in BC. Municipal and federal public-sector unions continue to negotiate wage increases on behalf of BC workers, as do private-sector unions. Recent reports shows wage settlements in provincial public sector fall behind   The most recent BC Bargaining Database—Settlement Summaries (November 2011 and January 2012) show a settlement of 3% for each of two years negotiated for federal employees between NAV Canada and the Canadian Auto Workers. CUPE locals, representing 11 different municipal employee groups on Vancouver Island, achieved wage settlements of 2% per year for each of three years. The Victoria City Police Union settled for 8.45% over three years. Some private-sector wage settlements are well above the municipal and federal public sector. United Steelworkers (local 7619) settled with Teck Resources Limited for 4% for each year of a five-year agreement plus a $10,000 signing bonus. Brinks Canada and the Canadian Auto Workers (local 114) settled for 11.5% over three years (4.5%/3.5%/3.5%). Teachers are in line with the rest of Canada in asking for a cost-of-living increase   BC teachers are asking for a cost-of-living salary increase for year one of their contract. Ministry communications present teacher salary demands as completely unreasonable. Yet the most recent Canada Labour Workplace Bulletin shows other unionized employees in the public and private sector in Canada are negotiating wage increases, many which are at or above the rate of inflation. Major collective bargaining settlements reached in January 2012 provided wage adjustments averaging 2.5% annually over the contract term with an average duration of 52.2 months.   Wage increases are expected to be even higher in 2012 for non-unionized employees. The results of a Conference Board of Canada compensation survey of Canadian employers, conducted in December 2011, project a 3% salary increase, on average, for non-unionized employees, up significantly from increases in 2009 (2.4%) and 2010 (2.7%). BC teachers and other provincial public-sector employees left out in the cold   The “net-zero” mandate imposed by the provincial government is effectively a wage freeze that constitutes a form of wage discrimination. This article provides evidence to show that, on average, employees in the private sector and the public sector, unionized or non-unionized, will receive salary increases to help maintain their current standard of living. It is only BC provincial public-sector employees who are left out in the cold. For further information • BC Bargaining Database—Settlement Summaries (Nov. 2011 to Jan. 2012) Vol. 5, No. 1 – Jan. 2012: http://tinyurl.com/cpc2bln   • HRSD Canada. (2012). “Canadian labour profile, January 2012,” Workplace Bulletin, Labour Program, March 15, 2012, page 1: http://tinyurl.com/bt5dq4z  • Thorpe, K. (2012). Companies forging ahead with salary increases, Conference Board of Canada. Accessed online on March 21, 2012 at: http://tinyurl.com/d54kyzd   – BCTF Research Department  )
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=19522,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 1, September 2009  Peace art from toys of violence By Myriam Dumont At the BCTF AGM, I came across the curriculum for the Acts of transformation—war toys to peace art project. I quickly skimmed it and decided to purchase it thinking it seemed like an interesting project. When I was able to really sit down and read through it, I realized what an incredible idea this was and, although I did not have much time, I knew I had to do it. Over the course of the past year, I have integrated issues of social justice into all subject areas. This project seemed so appropriate because it gave the students the ability to create something artistically using knowledge that they had gained throughout the year. So what is a toy of violence? This question sparked an intense debate among my students. Violence means different things to different people. Guns, soldiers, weapons were all toys that we agreed normalized violence. But what about those toys that reinforced stereotypes? Could Barbie be considered a toy of violence? This was a tricky question and after a long discussion it was up to the students to decide what they felt was deemed to be violent. Students had different ways of defining violence based on their own experiences and upbringing. Perhaps one of the most powerful moments was when one of my students put up her hand and asked if she could use policemen in her project. I asked her if, for her, the police represented violence and she replied that they did. I felt that if this was the case, she could absolutely use policemen in her project. She did not share anything else that day and I felt that if she wanted to explain herself she would have. I think it is important, especially with a project like this one, to let students express themselves the way they choose to. The students went home, collected their toys of violence and brought them back to school. Some students worked by themselves, while others worked in groups. Projects included a peace pyramid made from toy soldiers, a giant peace tree, and three-dimensional steps showing the evolution of war. I was amazed at how well they organized themselves, planned their projects, and how the final product turned out. It took a lot longer than I had anticipated but on June 5 we had our exhibit and the students were extremely proud to share with everyone what they had been working on for so long. This project was not only valuable for my students but also for the community and other students in my school. A few days before we had our big exhibit, the teacher across the hall from me mentioned how disturbed she had been when her Grade 2 students were playing with toy soldiers from home. When she asked them what they were doing they said to her they were playing “war in Afghanistan.” Many students are disconnected from the reality of what takes place in a war zone and are instead exposed to it in the form of video games and toys. It is important to have these discussions with them about what war is and what are its consequences. It is also important to realize that many of our students might come from places in the world that have experienced wars and that their knowledge should be brought into the classroom so that other students can learn from it. An incredible book that I recommend to anyone who teaches at the elementary level is called Playing War by Kathy Beckwith. It is the story of a boy coming from a country where a war is taking place. He educates his peers when he sees them one day playing war outside in the school yard. His message and this book’s message are clear. War isn’t a game, it is something that is real and real people are involved in these conflicts. These are the books that we should be reading to our students because through these stories wonderful discussions emerge. Although not always easy and sometimes uncomfortable, these discussions are necessary to create a better world than the one we currently live in. Myriam Dumont teaches at Strathcona Elementary School, Vancouver. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=14140,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > April 1997 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 9, Number 6, April 1997 Ideals into Action by Peter Owens Ideals into Action was the slogan on the banner and the challenge at the Annual General Meeting in Vancouver during Spring Break, March 15-18, 1997. The 669 voting delegates to the 81st Annual General Meeting came to debate education, to set policy for the Federation, to establish the fee for next year, to elect executive committee members, and to recognize the special contributions of their peers. Alice McQuade, BCTF president, welcomed delegates and reviewed her experiences over the three years of her presidency. She reported on the results of the polling the Federation had done in February of this year which showed that 88% of the members are satisfied with their current job, 98% are proud to be teachers, and 57% have experienced increased stress over the last three years, most of which is attributed to increased work load and educational changes imposed on the system. McQuade concluded that the future of the BCTF lies in the commitments made 81 years ago: to foster and promote the cause of education, to raise the status of the teaching profession, and to promote the welfare of teachers. The Executive Committee Leadership Report priorities for next year were adopted: defend and promote public education. implement and enforce the collective agreement. provide leadership in public education by: promoting and supporting quality teaching practices. influencing the education policies of the government. opposing curriculum and evaluation policies that limit the professional autonomy of teachers. ensuring that members have a central voice in determining and implementing educational change. undertaking an intensive campaign to provide public-education funding that will meet the real needs of students and teachers. strengthen the capacity and efficacy of BCTF leadership on social issues, including poverty, racism, sexism, violence, and homophobia. examine and make necessary alterations to Federation structures, provincially and locally, to ensure improved membership involvement and commitment. focus Federation efforts on addressing school- and district-based program concerns such as teacher workload, health and safety, assessment and accountability, and the pace of change. The recommendation to establish a committee to make recommendations for the elimination of homophobia and heterosexism within the public school system received a lot of public attention. Delegates arriving at the hotel were met by a group of protesters worried that the meeting intended to pass a motion would lead to teaching homosexuality to their children. A demonstration by gay and lesbian youth on Sunday during the noon break intended to encourage delegates to support the efforts to eliminate homophobia in the schools. Delegates voted overwhelmingly to do what is necessary to make schools open and accepting for all students and teachers whatever their sexuality. The Executive Committee will appoint a seven-member ad hoc committee to develop recommendations on strategies for achieving the elimination of homophobia and heterosexism. During 1997-98, the committee may make recommendations to the BCTF on issues such as teacher education, curriculum, resource materials, and strategies for involving the government, school boards, and others in eliminating homophobia from our schools. All curriculum must be approved by the Ministry of Education or by local school boards. BCTF President Alice McQuade said, "We want to ensure that students are treated equally, whatever their sexual orientation. All students must feel accepted and valued. Students who come from homes with same-sex parents have these rights, as do students who feel they are or might be homosexual." Homophobia is both the individual and collective fear of gays and lesbians, and the hatred, disgust, and prejudice that that fear brings. Heterosexism is the promotion of the superiority of heterosexuality and the assumption that everyone is heterosexual and that being heterosexual is inherently better than being lesbian, gay, or bisexual. Executive director's report to the AGM Executive Director Elsie McMurphy, in her address, spoke of the importance of meeting children's needs not only in B.C. but throughout the world. The argument that we do not have the money to address these needs does not stand up to scrutiny. UNICEF has estimated that the total cost of providing basic social services in the developing countries, including health, education, family planning and clean water, would be 30 to 40 billion dollars a year. "A lot of money? Yes, but the world spends more than that playing golf. If we doubled that amount of money to create jobs, invest in small producers, and bring about land reforms, it would still be less than the world spends on wine. If we were really ambitious and tripled it, it would still be less than the world spends on cigarettes. It is not that we don't have the money; it is that we don't have the right priorities," concluded McMurphy. A policy was adopted "that new appointees to the position of school counsellor must have a current B.C. teacher's certification, teaching experience in the public school system, and specialized training in counselling that should include a supervised practicum in counselling." A decision was made to urge BCTF members not to complete Provincial Learning Assessment Program teacher questionnaires. The questionnaires can and sometimes are used to reflect negatively on the practices and competencies of teachers. Delegates voted to keep the dues at last year's levels and were able to reduce the contributions to the Salary Indemnity Fund from 1.6% of salary to 1.5%. A member with a salary of $50,000 will pay $50 less next year. Excellent investment returns and improved plan experience made this possible. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=14272,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 20, Number 2, October 2007 Rich instruction sacrificed By Alfie Kohn I’ve visited BC half a dozen times in the last two years and everywhere I go in the province I hear from teachers—and some administrators—about the devastating effects of the government’s education policies. The corporate-style emphasis on "data" and "achievement"—and the tendency to unilaterally impose that agenda on classrooms from above—hasn’t merely taken the joy out of learning (and teaching). To a large extent, it’s taken the learning out of schools, as rich instruction is sacrificed in order to raise exam scores. Most BC teachers are terribly unhappy about this—and, in my experience, the better the teacher, the more unhappy he or she is. But very few have stepped forward and said, "This must stop." That, in effect, is what Kathryn Sihota has said. In the best tradition of civil disobedience, she has done what many of her colleagues would like to have done and, arguably, should have done. She has concluded that if she can’t justify spending classroom time preparing students for a test of dubious value, then she also can’t in good conscience "administer" that test. To punish Sihota would be a dreadful mistake. It’s obvious that she has the best interests of her students in mind, but I respect her reasoning as much as her motives. I believe that her judgment about how best to teach and assess her students is better than that of provincial officials. I earnestly hope that her administrators and school-board members will join me in commending her courage and following her lead. Alfie Kohn, a noted author and speaker was described in Time magazine as "perhaps the country’s most outspoken critic of education’s fixation on grades [and] test scores." Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=23814,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 1, September 2011   Contrasting visions  By Susan Lambert   BCTF President Susan Lambert’s speech to the 2011 BCTF Summer Conference in Kamloops (edited) Elizabeth May says we must be relentless because the work to save the planet is urgent and compelling. In the face of the current global political climate the same is true for public education.   The contrasting visions of the purpose of public education could not be more stark. That is why the theme of this year’s summer conference is “In support of public education: courage, strength, principles.” There’s a lot at stake, not just our collective agreement but the whole paradigm of building the collective commons which are public services. We will need strength. That means unity. It’s going to be a tough round. But, we have a very powerful tool and that’s Phase 1 of our job action plan. Throughout it all we must act with integrity and honour. Our vision of education is stronger, more universal and equitable, it is based on the principles of social justice. Government’s vision for public education is a different thing entirely. The rhetoric of 21st century learning is belied by the actions of a government that relies on standardized testing to rank schools and to undermine public confidence in public education. And a government that continuously attacks the credibility of teachers and undermines our professionalism; a government that sells short the value of professional autonomy, which is critical to quality teaching; a government that acted illegally in 2002 to rob us of our collective agreement rights and children of $275 million worth of educational services. At our last meeting with Paul Straszak on the remedy to the Bills 27/28 Court decision, he insisted that no funds had been taken from public education in 2002—money had just been re-allocated by school boards. In the very same meeting, he asked Peter Drescher (past assistant superintendent of Surrey) to explain to us what it would mean if our class-size composition language from 2001 was in force today in Surrey. Drescher showed us this slide: Returning to 2001 Contract Provisions Teacher FTE Requirements    Total classroom teachers  84.5  Total non-enrolling teachers  262.25  FTE  346.75  Surrey would require at least an additional 347 teaching FTE at an average teacher salary/benefit cost of $92,148ó the total cost would be apprximately $33 million.   But Straszak insists no money was taken from education budgets. Yes, we have very different visions about public education, its value and its purpose. There’s a poem by John Steinbeck that captures the essence of these contrasting visions called Like Captured Fireflies In her classroom our speculations ranged the world She aroused us to book waving discussionsEvery morning we came to her crrying new truths, new facts, new ideas Cupped and sheltered in our hands like captured fireflies. When she went away a sadness came over us, But the light did not go out. She left her signaturfe upon us The literature of the teacher who writes on children's minds. I've had many teachers who taught us soon forgotten things, But only a few like her who created in me a new thing, a new attitude, a new hunger. I suppose 6that, to a large extent, I am the unsigned manuscript of that teacher. Whe deadless poser lies in the hands of such a person. – John Steinbeck We don’t want to simply teach soon forgotten things—we have a different view of the purpose of education, and the nature of excellence in education. Theirs is a vision of quantifiable education. Here you find the language of outputs, measurable results, data, “best” practices, teacher-proofing, scripted lessons, the teacher as the only variable to be “improved” in the teacher-learner equation, vouchers, charters, merit pay and private alternatives. Ours is a qualifiable vision. Researchers Gary Fenstermacher and Virginia Richardson distinguish “good teaching” from “succesful” teaching. Successful teaching is the simple transmission of knowledge. It can easily be measured by testing students to determine if the desired transmission of information has been achieved. But, they argue, a highly successful teacher can teach students to kill. The US army, for example, until this summer, included a course in the training of soldiers responsible for launching nuclear missiles called “Christian Just War Theory,” which used passages from the Bible to “demonstrate the moral justification for atomic warfare.” [Vancouver Sun, August 6, 2011] Fenstermacher and Richardson say that successful teaching is only one component of quality teaching. Good teaching, another component, requires competency, is morally defensible, and is undertaken with the intention of enhancing the learner’s abilities. Both good and successful teaching are components of quality teaching but quality teaching requires yet again more. Quality teaching requires the learner’s attention, and the support of resources, facilities, and proper conditions for learning. The authors are clear that to define a causal connection between teaching and learning, “…such that it could be perfected, [and] it could then be sustained under almost any conditions, including poverty, vast linguistic, racial, or cultural differences and massive differences in the opportunity factors of time facilities and resources...is not [just] naive, it is wrong.” (Gary D. Fenstermacher, Virginia Richardson, University of Michigan, “On Making Determinations of Quality Teaching.” Teachers College Record, 2005.) It is wrong because it ignores the responsibility of the state to provide resources and facilities to support learning. It ignores the context that quantifiably differentiates the human-ness of each individual child. They argue that if we reduce the art of teaching to a formulaic reproducible prescription we endanger learning by reducing it to a quantifiable measure. We are facing a government that cavalierly fosters the teaching of “soon to be forgotten things” and that denies any responsibility for providing teachers with the necessary resources and facilities for quality teaching. We are facing a government that fundamentally distrusts, and certainly does not respect teachers. How else do you understand a government that boasts of collecting the most data of any jurisdiction in Canada, while ignoring the starkly contrasting characteristic of being the province with the highest child poverty rates? How else do you understand a government that chooses the mechanistic, teacher-proofed, reductionist, superficial, and increasingly privatized models of education of the States rather than the model of excellence provided by Finland? The only way to understand it is to realize that we have two starkly contrasting visions of the purpose of public education, two starkly contrasting visions of what constitutes quality teaching and two starkly constrasting visons of government’s role in creating civil society, in building the social fabric or “commons” that is the moral purpose of democratic government. Their purpose for public education is the stoking of consumer capitalism. This government sees education as an arm of government’s economic policy. The struggle we continue to find ourselves in regarding both the Bills 27 and 28 violation of our Charter rights and at the bargaining table are examples of these stark contrasts. Remember this is a government that stripped the system of class size, composition, and non-enrolling professional standards that teachers had negotiated. They did this because they’d generated their own financial crisis in 2001. They reduced income taxes across the board by 25%. That decreased government revenues by $2.1 billion annually. The decrease put enormous pressure on the provision of government services. The goal was to shrink the size of government. It is a libertarian or neo-liberal ideology that views government provision of public service as a burden rather than a benefit. This government is refusing to implement the Bills 27/28 Court decision. Instead, in the name of “government policy objectives” they want to shrink the size and obligations of government itself. And that is their purpose at the bargaining table. Not just ours but at all the bargaining tables with all public employees. This is a government that fundamentally does not value public service or the collective and collaborative social action required to build and grow an equally accessible and high quality public commons. The sub-zero mandate, and remember this sub-zero applies to rights as well as financial interests, is a public policy not brought on by the austerity flowing from a financial crisis. It is a public policy choice of a government that believes the private provision of these services is better because: it provides a source of profit to be exploited by private businesses. it lowers the obligation of government to raise tax revenue, which they see as harmful, in two ways—the income tax responsibility of the rich is disproportionate to that of the poor and the obligation of corporations to pay taxes they say is a disincentive to create jobs. it rewards, in their view, those most deserving of reward, those who have demonstrated the ability to exploit opportunity for profit. In these times, we teachers must understand that taxation policy is as critically relevant to public education as are issues of pedagogy, curriculum, and social justice. We must acquaint ourselves with what Henry Giroux calls the politics of “trickle -down cruelty.” He says under neo-liberal policies, government is declared the enemy, there is a sustained assault on working and middle classes through the busting of unions and the export of millions of decent paying jobs and a transfer of enormous wealth to the already rich. What is even more compelling, and what is even more critical for us to understand, is that the financial crisis was created consciously by the politics and politicians of greed. The current demand for people’s austerity is an attempt to shift the blame. It is an attempt to hide the uneven distribution of wealth, the uneven burden of the consequences of Giroux’s “casino capitalism” and the inequitable vulnerability of those most vulnerable. Just keep a picture of the $500 plus million retractable roof on BC Place in the forefront of your mind and remember that was a promise made by the investment arm of our government, PavCo, which wanted to turn Vancouver into a destination gambling resort to increase the profits of the Edgewater Casino group. Stephen Hume on July 15, 2011, wrote a column citing Stats Can and the Conference Board of Canada, which recently reported that “income inequality has increased rapidly over the past 20 years...only five of 17 developed nations have income inequality worse than Canada’s. …In terms of wealth, while earnings for the top income groups were increasing by 16.4% between 1980 and 2005, earnings for the bottom group fell by 20.6%.” Hume talks about the ethos of greed and the remorselessly widening income gap between the richest and poorest Canadians. He wrote of BC Liberal policies attacking civil servants, imposing zero-% wage increases and freezing the minimum wage “while simultaneously inflating managment salaries by more than 40%, a bigger rise in one year than the average Canadian wage rose over a decade.” The next step in this starkly contrasting vision is privatization. Rupert Murdoch, owner of the sleazy and now increasingly clearly criminal, News of the World, is just one billionaire who sees and wants to seize the opportunity for profit in the field of education. He has recently acquired a company devoted to exploiting the profits of the privatized provisions of education services saying: “When it comes to K through 12 education, we see a $500 million sector in the US alone.” There are two visions of public education out there. They are in stark contrast. There is Finland, the top of the world and there is the States. Here in BC we can choose. Christy Clark has chosen. She appointed Gwyn Morgan as her advisor. Morgan donated $1 million to the Fraser Institute in 2007 and is a trustee of their foundation. I think the people of BC have made a different choice. We’ve rejected the senseless economic bootstrap individualism represented by what Jim Quayle calls Thatcher’s children—the hockey rioters, and we’ve embraced the notion that a civilized society is characterized by compassion, collaboration, and community. I hope you didn’t miss the story on the freeway near the Brunette exit in Coquitlam on July 23. It’s an amazing story that I want to end with. Harvey Sashi and Ibsan Islam were on the freeway when they noticed a car weaving erratically in the traffic. Looking at the driver they realized she was in obvious medical distress. What did they do? They pulled alongside and paced her to prevent her from veering into the heavy traffic. Then Courtenay Smith pulled in front and deliberately and carefully braked, causing her to bump into him, slow down, and eventually come to a stop. Meanwhile, realizing what was happening, Ron MacLeod pulled in behind to complete the box and warn approaching vehicles to stay clear. It’s an incredible story. The selfless and courageous actions of these men averted a tragedy in dangerous conditions and saved a woman's life. This is the story that must sustain us. It is the story that says British Columbians choose hope over cynicism. They choose courage and compassion and collective action over individualism and greed. And we as teachers choose Finland over the US as our model. We don’t want to be merely successful teachers mechanistically transmitting government policy objectives as curriculum to uncritical consumers. We want the professional autonomy, professional respect and the authority to be able to design and deliver educational programs tailored to the needs of each and every child. We want to be critically aware of our role in building the expectation of citizenship in each and every one of our students. Here’s another poem. This one dedicated to you math teachers; it’s by Taylor Mali. Undivided Attention A grand piano wrapped in quilted pads by movers, tied up with canvas straps – like classical music’s birthday gift to the insane – is gently nudged without its legs out an eighth-floor window on 62nd street. It dangles in April air from the neck of the movers’ crane, Chopin-shiny black lacquer squares And dirty white crisscross patterns hanging like the second-to-last note of a concerto played on the edge of the seat, the edge of tears, the edge of eight stories up going over, and I’m trying to teach math in the building across the street.  Who can teach when there are such lessons to be learned? All the greatest common factors are delivered by Long-necked cranes and flatbed trucks or come through everything, even air. Like snow. See, snow falls for the first time every year, and every year my students rush to the window as if snow were more interesting than math, which of course it is.  So please Let me teach like a Steinway, Spinning slowly in April air, So almost-falling, so hinderingly Dangling from the neck of the movers’ crane. So on the edge of losing everything. Let me teach like the first snow, falling.– Taylor Mali The art of teaching is a deathless, powerful, delicate, and fragile thing. Enjoy this year of teaching. And this year we will do no FSAs.  Susan Lambert, BCTF president   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=20602,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > March 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 5, March 2010  Curmudgeon’s corner By Sean Douglas The suggestion has been made that the only constant is change. This much is a given, but when do we take responsibility for the changes that occur, and to what extent do we allow change to transpire before being accountable for its results? As society evolves, so do the ways in which we as individuals perceive the world. With our changing perception, however, has come this uncanny notion that what once was earned is now something that is entitled. Entitlement is the belief that one deserves to receive something regardless of the quality of effort, and academic entitlement exemplifies this notion. Over the past decade, the computer age has offered an incomprehensible quantity of information that is available to us at any given moment and which continues to increase at an exponential rate; what we retain and our ability to use this information, however, has lessened dramatically. We live in an era where our expectations far exceed the reality of what may necessarily be anticipated. This idea is evident to those who live in urban settings; studies have shown that those living in urban regions become agitated after approximately three minutes of waiting. This is obvious to anyone who has had to stand in line at the grocery store, or anyone who has hit every red light on route to a destination, or to those of us who have been forced to sit in traffic on a sweltering day. While it is no surprise that as we continually find methods of making our lives convenient and our expectations for convenience grow, we must ask the question, what is the sacrifice to all this convenience? The answers are many, however, one sacrifice of this convenience is that over the past number of years, students have gradually begun to feel that they are able to achieve more by doing less; this myth, however, is beginning to take its toll in post-secondary school and, consequently, in the workplace. In defence of students, however, being brought up in a culture that caters to their every need at the push of a button hardly builds the necessary skills needed to instil the values of respectful habits, strong work ethics, and an ability to appreciate what it means to truly earn something. According to a recent article and survey conducted by CTV between February and March of 2009 titled “Profs say students lack maturity, feel entitled,” the general consensus of professors is that there is a “definite decline in student preparedness.” The article outlines a growing concern that students entering university today “are less prepared and have poorer research skills than students from three years ago,” according to faculty and librarians from 22 Canadian universities. They go on to suggest that there is “a belief that good grades are an entitlement.” So who is to blame for this feeling of entitlement that has become an epidemic problem? Is it fair to hold the conveniences of society at fault? Or perhaps we have been pushed into this false sense of security by the same culture that offers credit to those with no money, excuses for those who are unsure how to be accountable, and greater conveniences to those who are too indolent to appreciate the value of a process. Then again, looking for a scapegoat for every issue is in itself part of the greater problem, as entitlement is merely a symptom resulting from a lack of effort. According to a 2008 article published in the National Post titled “Student Entitlement or the Usual Whining?,” students maintain the attitude that minimal effort and attendance is enough to earn high grades. The article suggests that “the mentality of students enrolling in post-secondary education is akin to shopping in a store where the customer is always right;” there is no longer a sense of accountability, but rather an expectation that they are entitled to receive without putting in the required effort. A recent study by researchers at the University of California, Irvine, found that a third of students surveyed said that they expected Bs just for attending lectures, while 40% said they deserved a B just for completing the required reading. One secondary school English teacher was asked his opinion on the trends of students and stated that “many students are in for a shock when they realize that while secondary schools often fall into substantiating the feeling of entitlement that students feel, university professors will not tolerate it… The false impression that students have of receiving credit with no merit is often the greatest lesson that post-secondary students are obligated to learn.” There was a time when education was the most significant issue in a student’s life; now, however, there is this growing trend that school is to be designed around everything else. There is a feeling of being overwhelmed by the pressures of what students face on a day-to-day basis. Professor Greenberger, the lead author of the study called “Self-Entitled College Students: Contributions of Personality, Parenting, and Motivational Factors,” suggests that the sense of entitlement could be related to increased parental pressure, competition among peers and family members, and a heightened sense of achievement anxiety. This said, the question must be asked, that with all of the conveniences of the present day, how is it that the baby-boomers—those born in the middle part of the 20th century—were not only able to sustain themselves with fewer conveniences, but in fact thrive? While there have been many thoughts on the subject, one suggestion made by Jean M. Twenge, author of Generation Me: Why Today’s Young Americans Are More Confident, Assertive, Entitled—and More Miserable than Ever Before—is that the era of entitlement is a direct result of an overly narcissistic generation of students, which is the result of a socialization process that begins from birth. In other words, our culture has overcompensated the importance of self-value to such a degree that many individuals have created a false complex of the self that has become unrealistically self-centred. According to Twenge, our culture has become so inundated with the idea of “generation me” that “we are all winners,” when the reality is that there is a great deal of difference between the effort that a winner makes and that of someone who falls short. It is no surprise that with trends being a constantly evolving characteristic of our society, many students have a preconceived notion of what they are expected to be, what they think they are, and how they want to be seen. Unfortunately, however, this plays on the concept of narcissism as addressed by Twenge. If these ideas are indeed true, then it is no wonder so many students feel entitled to that which they have not effectively earned. Whether or not the feeling of entitlement is growing, or whether we are simply more aware of the issue, the research does allow us to suggest that academic entitlement is a serious issue. What remains to be seen is how educators and society at large will deal with the task at hand, for as we know, the only constant is change, but with change still comes the responsibility of being accountable for our past and tomorrow. If nothing else, we must ask ourselves, do we want the doctors and lawyers and pilots of tomorrow merely working hard, or do we want to know that they truly know what they are doing? Sean Douglas teaches at Keswick High School, Keswick, Ontario. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=21006,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > April 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 6, April 2010  Military recruitment and racism By Marianne Neill When I was in my early 20s, two of my brothers joined the reserves because they couldn’t find another summer job. In late August, when they returned, I was sitting on the front porch at my parents’ home, listening to one of them tell me about his summer. With the crickets chirping, and maple trees rustling above us, he told me a story that shattered my understanding of what it meant to be Canadian. My brother told me that during bayonet training, the sergeant had advised recruits to imagine there was a “____ big ugly gook” standing in front of them, and they were to “lunge and thrust” with their guns. For reservists, this had been only the beginning of a lesson in desensitization and dehumanization that crossed boundaries of decency in multiple ways. Not all recruits have such sordid tales to tell. However, this story is a fragment in a culture of militarism that enables systemic racism in many different ways. Teachers must sensitize themselves to this if they are to pass on critical awareness to their students, and give them a fair chance to make informed choices about their lives. My conversation with my brother took place during the years when the Canadian military was ostensibly a peacekeeping force. It is true that during the years when the military was publicly identifying with the peacekeeping role, there were missions that called that role into question. There have been questions about Canada’s role in the removal of Aristide from power in Haiti, and we are all well aware of atrocities committed by individual troops in Somalia. Nevertheless, the dissonance between public image and actualization during that time, gave our citizenry a platform for objection when our military strayed from the role we understood them to have. Since 2002, the Canadian military has gradually transformed its public image from peacekeeping to war-fighting. The public has been non-reactive, largely because of the stealth with which the transformation was effected: an incremental, carefully planned public relations campaign that has shown us images of Canadian soldiers breaking down doors, and creeping through streets with guns, as well as rescuing women and children from vague disasters. A war-fighting military is more reinforcing of systemic racism than a peacekeeping one. Peacekeepers help develop agency, autonomy, solidarity, and advocacy (the BCTF social justice lens) in the countries they contact. Though perhaps not always in reality, their role is conceived as antiracist. In contrast, war-fighters, even while protecting one group or population, seek to conquer another. Unlike police, soldiers do not discern between one individual and another, and are not constrained by a criminal justice system. Their job is to attack a group that has been identified as the enemy. Most often in wars, the enemy is a racially and/or culturally identifiable group. The aggressive and defensive nature of war-fighting, and its identification of the enemy on the basis of group membership, means the individuals who participate in it are going to be susceptible to racism. My brother’s story exemplifies this. Clearly, I am not saying that all members of the military are racist. I am saying that the act of war-fighting is inherently racist. Fear and desensitization make individuals vulnerable to racism when they are in a war-fighting situation. This experience can stay with them in subtle ways after the crisis is over. A boundary once crossed is more easily crossed again. In the last six years, since the Canadian military has begun to transform its public role, and has been structurally integrated with the American military in new ways, we have seen more soldiers come home in coffins than we had in 50 years of peacekeeping. Recruiting efforts have stepped up, and money has been spent on a massive advertising campaign to attract youth. Promises of free education, travel, and adventure, appeal especially to disadvantaged youth. Military leaflets offer the army as a way to fight boredom. Recruiting campaigns target vulnerable groups. As such, they exploit inequities, including racism. Ads directed at Aboriginal youth are insidious in exploiting psychological needs. They promise the life of a warrior, manipulatively integrating military and Aboriginal iconography. Reserves and the Bold Eagle program for Aboriginal youth pay more than students could get for flipping burgers all summer. The Atlantic provinces produce more recruits because they are economically disadvantaged. Recruiting drives are more aggressive there. General Rick Hillier, who was Commander-in-Chief until 2007, openly advocated targeting immigrant populations for recruitment. In a just society, youth would not be drawn to the military just because they have no other opportunity to have an education. There is a reason that disadvantaged groups are targeted by recruiters. It may have something to do with all the information recruiters don’t share with recruits, such as: Military charges against Canadian forces members have risen as much as 62% since Canada started sending troops to Afghanistan. Absent without leave charges were the most frequent. The suicide rate among Canadian soldiers doubled from 2006 to 2007, and was triple that of the general population. Canada does not reveal the number of soldiers wounded so badly that they have to return home for treatment. However, during the first eight months of 2007, 108 members of the CF were eligible for an allowance given to people in this category. Finally, they do not mention the controversy over war as a solution, or the moral disturbance inherent in war-fighting. In a letter to the Toronto Star on October 9, 2008, Corporal Paul Demetrick wrote: “We respond to hostile fire by indiscriminate bombings and shelling of villages, killing innocent men, women, and children; we fire white phosphorous shells into vineyards… we hand over prisoners of war to Afghan authorities, who torture them; and we shoot and kill a two-year-old Afghan boy and his four-year-old sister… How can we inspire the Afghan people to respect liberty, democracy, equality for women, education for children, human rights, and respect for life when we are maiming and murdering them and destroying their homes, communities and the economy, and their country…?” War-fighting creates disturbance in the emotions of healthy people. Economically disadvantaged youth are more willing to hear the promises and appreciate the opportunities offered by a military career, while ignoring negative messages. This is why they are targeted for recruitment, and why recruiters don’t bother wasting too much time trying to recruit the wealthy. The injustice in recruiting to the military is effectively summarized in the concept of an economic draft. If you underfund universities and colleges, fail to support Aboriginal, immigrant, and refugee populations, and fail to guarantee a living wage, there is no need for conscription. In this country, we like to believe we are a just society. We have a Charter of Rights and Freedoms that enshrines equality rights. Yet, we do have systemic racism, and the nature of our military and its recruiting processes are one expression of it. Marianne Neill is president of the Burnaby Teachers’ Association. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7726,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 4, January 26, 2005 Canadian teachers support colleagues affected by tsunamis Teacher organizations across Canada are rallying in support of over 10,000 teacher colleagues in South Eastern Asia whose lives have been affected and paralyzed by the recent disastrous waves of tsunamis. The Canadian Teachers’ Federation (CTF) is actively responding to an urgent appeal issued by Education International (EI), the body representing millions of teachers worldwide. "EI has already allocated 30,000 euros in aid of affected teachers in Sri Lanka, Indonesia, and India," said CTF President Terry Price. "But more funds are urgently needed." CTF is inviting member organizations to contribute generously to the EI Solidarity Fund in order to aid teachers and their families affected by the natural disaster. Terry Price has written to the presidents of the teacher federations in countries affected by the December 26 tsunamis. "In classrooms across Canada, students and teachers mourn the monumental loss of lives while attempting to comprehend the sheer magnitude of this disaster," she said in a January 5, 2005 letter. "On behalf of over 200,000 Canadian teachers, please accept our heartfelt sympathy for the extensive loss of life and devastation caused by the tsunamis. "We hope the worldwide response to the appeal issued by Education International (EI) will provide you with the springboard to help rebuild the future of the hundreds of thousands of innocent people whose lives were impacted by this crisis. "Although we cannot bring back those who have died, we can help the ones who have survived. As teachers, we have a role to play in that we can help children of all walks of life comprehend the terrible images of this disaster which has brought home our vulnerability to the forces of nature," concluded Price. CTF is the voice of over 200,000 teachers across Canada. EI is the largest global teacher organization representing over 29 million education personnel from all education sectors, from preschool to university, through 345 member organizations in 165 countries and territories. Related links • Education International: www.ei-ie.org/main/english/index.html. • Canadian International Development Agency: www.acdi-cida.gc.ca/index-e.htm • Oxfam Canada: www.oxfam.ca • Canadian Red Cross: www.redcross.ca/article.asp?id=000005&tid=003 • Save the Children Canada (excellent teachers’ guide) www.savethechildren.ca • UNICEF: www.unicef.org Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=33055,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2014 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 26, Number 6, May/June 2014   Readers write I love my school library I’ve taught in elementary schools for more than 28 years and without a doubt, schools with strong library programs enhance literacy for students. Sadly, it is schools with adequate, quali­fied, competent teacher-librarian staffing that can make a huge difference. I say ‘sadly’ because I know that with funding stresses, it has not been possible to provide this. Some schools do not have adequate teacher-librarian time. As I worked through the early 2000s, cuts were made yearly. Unfortunately, in our small school, the very competent teacher-librarian was unable to provide daily time for team-teaching, classroom support, or educational, motivational book exchang­es, since he was not in the school daily. As a full-time classroom teacher, I truly appreciate the enriched teaching opportunities at a larger school with a full-time teacher-librarian. She and I are able to plan and team-teach research skills, utilizing all of the resources (hard copy and virtual) available in our school. In addition to this, her willingness to share technology skills in the areas of research and representation of knowledge, helps me to grow professionally. Our library collection is expertly maintained, updated, and kept in circulation through her daily management. We need to maintain (optimally increase) the supports within our schools for teaching and learning. Our students deserve no less. Jennie Boulanger, Burnaby  Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media jthornthwaite last tweet "Please join me in recognizing the vital work foster families do for B.C. kids http://t.co/bdYy1yh9Jc #FosterFamilyMonth #northvan #bcpoli" @jthornthwaite - 10:56pm Follow @jthornthwaite BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20140930,www.youtube-nocookie.com,http://www.youtube-nocookie.com/embed/Phqd9FLCxXg?rel=0,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "Eid Mubarak to all those celebrating in BC!" @bcliberals - 06:52pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "October is #FosterFamilyMonth. Thank you #BC for opening your homes and hearts to more than 5,900 children and youth." @John_Yap - 11:14pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7858,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 3, November/December 2004 Teachers make education a by-election issue by Peter Owens In late September, the B.C. Liberals announced that October 28, 2004, would be the date of the by-election in Surrey, to fill the seat vacated when Liberal MLA Gulmar Cheema stepped down to run, unsuccessfully, in the federal election. During the subsequent 28 days, the government announced more than half a billion dollars in spending projects. (See "539 million in promises.") The strategy to secure a commitment to public education through the provincial election adopted by the 2004 BCTF Annual General Meeting called for teachers to participate in the upcoming provincial election to ensure that public education is protected and properly funded. Teacher locals decide the best way to protect public education in their riding. Some locals will run non-partisan campaigns to make public education a vote-deciding issue in the campaign. Other locals will endorse specific candidates in the election. Surrey teachers knew in May 2004 that there would be a by-election within six months, but they had no idea when it would be called. The Surrey Teachers’ Association decided that it would endorse Jagrup Brar, the NDP candidate in the by-election, and began work immediately in case the by-election was called over the summer. During the campaign, the Liberals did not want to talk about their record of cuts to education. They wanted to talk about the schools that were built in Surrey, without mentioning that they had been built by the NDP. The Liberals did not want to talk about the fact that there are 1,844 more students in Surrey and 133 fewer teachers since they came to power. They wanted to talk about the 77 teachers who were hired, without mentioning that they were replacements for retirees and teachers leaving. The Liberals did not want to talk about larger classes, closed libraries, lack of textbooks, reduced services for students with special needs, or the unsafe conditions in oversized shop classes. Instead, they wanted to talk about twinning the Port Mann Bridge. The STA contacted all the teachers who live in the riding. It called on teachers to work to elect an MLA supportive of public education. Mary Polak, a school trustee and the Liberal candidate, was a trustee in the forefront of banning three children’s books in 1997. She also claimed that there was "fluff" in the system as the Liberals started cutting the education budget in 2002. Teachers helped canvass the riding. The STA published a special bulletin called Speak Up to keep its members informed about the election. STA members were interviewed in the 17 schools in the riding to find out what was happening to the riding’s students and schools. Their stories were recounted and circulated, some in a pamphlet delivered to each household. Radio ads ran on the Punjabi-language stations. The STA put up 20 billboards around the riding with the message "2,500 fewer teachers, 113 schools closed. Our students. Your kids. Worth speaking out for. Send Gordon Campbell a strong message." Teachers from other locals worked alongside STA members, members of community organizations, and members of other unions to remind the voters of the Liberals’ record. Teachers also worked on election day, getting the vote out and serving as scrutineers at the polling stations. On October 28, 2004, the people of Panorama Ridge overwhelmingly elected Jagrup Brar to represent the riding in Victoria. Brar took 53.5% of the vote (The Liberals had taken 60% in the 2001 election). Brar said the results are a warning to Campbell and the Liberals that "three-and-a-half years of mismanagement, scandals, cuts, and broken promises have come home to roost in one of their strongest ridings." Brar was born and raised in India. His parents never had the opportunity to get an education, so young Jagrup saw education as his passport to a better life. Brar has two masters degrees. He is committed to a strong public education system that allows all children to achieve their potential. Education became a major issue in the campaign, as witnessed by two front-page articles in The Vancouver Sun about teacher involvement in the electoral process. There is absolutely no doubt: Teachers made a difference in the campaign. Peter Owens is an assistant director in the BCTF’s Communications and Campaigns Division and the editor of Teacher newsmagazine. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/IssuesInEducation.aspx?id=10598&printPage=true,BCTF > Teaching to Diversity links  	BCTF > Issues in Education  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Issues in Education > Inclusive Education > Teaching to Diversity Teaching to Diversity links The majority of the following web links have a focus on diverse learners and those working in the field of special education, learning assistance or english as a second language. Community and Professional Organizations  Web sites  Distributors/Publishers  B.C. School District Student Support Services  Community and Professional Organizations The British Columbia Association of School Psychologists furthers the standards of school psychology practice in order to promote effective service to all students and their families. The Ministry of Children and Familiy Development sponsors the BC FRIENDS for Life program, a school-based anxiety prevention and resiliency skill-building program.  BC Ministry of Education Provincial Outreach Program for Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder (POPFASD) We are a new Provincial Outreach Program formed in September, 2006. Our site is designed to help teachers, parents, students and others increase their understanding of Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder (FASD). To have full access to our site, you must first register (click on "Register" in the menu bar). In future visits, you will need to log in using your user name and password. Canada Northwest FASD Research Network A research network regarding Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder prevention and treatment to improve in the lives of affected individuals, their families, and communities. Purpose: To build a sustainable research network To build research capacity and knowledge across and within all communities To identify priority research questions and themes relating to FASD policy and practice To develop comprehensive and culturally appropriate prevention, surveillance, diagnosis & intervention research programs to answer research questions in ways that can be understood, utilized, and applied.   Parent Support Groups – groups geared to parent support Special Education Partners' Group – consists of provincial community organizations with an interest in Special Education Sports and Leisure Activities – list of organizations which provide sports and leisure opportunities for children and youth with disabilities both in the Lower Mainland and around B.C. Websites Websites for Special Education, arranged by topic, for example: Assistive Technology, Autism, Behaviour, Brain Injury Inclusive Education on the Web – a variety of relevant web sites BCTF selected web links – compilation of labour issues and educational theory and practice Colleges – offering Special Education assistant training  Colleges – offering Adult Special Education Courses  The Disability Resource Network of BC (DRN) is a provincial organization that represents individuals who provide programs and support services for persons with disabilities at the post-secondary educational level.  It provides information for those focusing on assisting students with special needs in their transition to post-secondary. Orbit is published three times a year for educators by the Ontario Institute for Studies in Education of the University of Toronto, a leading international research centre and faculty of education.  Each issue of Orbit is designed to explore a theme of current relevance to schools and school systems. Scroll on the right for useful articles re: special education, strategies, class management, etc. BCTF Provincial Specialist Associations (PSAs) related to teaching to diverse student needs: Aboriginal Education Association of British Columbia  Association of Educators of Gifted, Talented and Creative Children in BC  B.C. Alternate Education Association  B.C Educators for Distributed Learning PSA: Hospital/Homebound & Distance Education Teachers  B.C. School Counsellors' Association  English as a Second Language PSA  Learning Assistance Teachers' Association  Special Education Association    Teachers' Gateway to Special Education is a site developed by the Ontario Teachers' Federation (OTF). It provides strategies and resources for teaching students with special needs in elementary and secondary schools. TeAchnology provides free and easy to use resources for teachers dedicated to improving the education of today's generation of students. Includes free access to: lesson plans, teaching tips and themes, printable worksheets, printable generators, and Webquests. Math, English, Socials, and Science. InformedEd - a website, developed by Open Colleges of Australia. It is your learning and ideas hub. This is a portal for you to hunt-and-gather training news and industry insights in the universe of eLearning and Education Technology.   Distributors/Publishers Distributors of learning materials – publishers and distributors of curriculum, professional resources, manipulatives, assessment and educational materials BCALMER – A comprehensive directory of Learning Materials Sales Representatives from BCALMER - BC Association of Learning Materials and Educational Representatives. BC School District Student Support Services   SD #22 - Vernon  SD #27 - Williams Lake  SD #23 - Central Okanagan  SD #28 - Quesnel  SD #33 - Chilliwack  SD #39 - Vancouver  SD #44 - North Vancouver  SD #47 - Powell River    SD #48 - Howe Sound  SD #52 - Prince Rupert  SD #61 - Victoria  SD #62 - Sooke  SD #68 - Nanaimo/Ladysmith  SD #72 - Campbell River  SD #83 - North Okanagan-Shuswap    Last updated June 2011.    )
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/PEA-Newsletter.aspx?id=21972,BCTF > PEA Newsletter #3, February 1, 2011  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development PEA newsletter archives 2013-14  2012-13  2011-12    2010-11  2009-10    Home > Publications > Newsletters and Alerts > Public Ed. Advocates Newsletter > 2010-11 Archives Public Education Advocates Newsletter February 1, 2011, Issue #3   FSA—Parents have a choice  The Liberal government now admits parents do have a choice in deciding if their child participates in the Foundation Skills Assessment. Education Minister Margaret MacDiarmid has claimed the Foundation Skills Assessment tests will not be imposed on students.  BC Principals’ and Vice-Principals’ Association said the FSA is no longer a valid measure and it was time for the FSA to be replaced. Several school boards have now stated they will honour parents’ requests to exempt their students from writing the FSAs. The BC Teachers’ Federation has always held that a provincial student assessment applied on a random basis would provide enough data to guide curriculum revision, and the development of new learning resources. The FSA has never served to be a useful indicator of student achievement.  The BCTF continues to call on all education stakeholders to join together to carry out a comprehensive discussion on student assessment. BC needs a commitment to fair taxation  For almost a decade, the BC Liberal government has attempted to govern BC without a genuine commitment to a long-term strategy for generating adequate revenue to run the province.  Instead, the Liberals have imposed new taxes without public consultation, and have cut taxes whenever they thought they needed to buy support. The “All Together Now” campaign, led by the National Union of Public and General Employees is attempting to establish national public support for a long-term strategy of fair taxation to fund quality public services. The BCGEU is leading the provincial campaign. Twelve BCGEU regional contacts calling themselves Champions of Change, are speaking out in workplaces, community meetings, and municipal meetings.  It is a call for all BC residents to take part in a conversation focusing on a system of fair taxation to properly funded, high-quality public services.  Find out more about the BCGEU campaign for change, and about tax fairness and quality public services. Information on how to get involved and booking a presentation can be found at http://alltogethernow.nupge.ca/.  The numbers tell the story proves to be popular  The latest version of The numbers tell the story on education funding highlights the fact that public education has a shrinking share of the BC budget and the GDP. Enrolment projections, specialist teacher losses, and other information are available in easy-to-read graphs and tables.  The tired mantra of “highest-ever” funding coming from the education minister does not stand up to scrutiny. Data on inflation versus funding tells a different story. Compared to other provinces, BC continues to fall behind. Copies of The numbers tell the story can be obtained from the BCTF on request by e-mailing lwest@bctf.ca. The truth is 2010 classes are larger   The Ministry of Education recently issued a misleading news release headlined: “New report shows classes still smaller.” Nothing could be further from the truth. “This release offers nothing more than numbers taken entirely out of context. It’s highly manipulative of statistics that have a real impact in terms of children’s learning conditions across BC,” said BCTF President Susan Lambert. “In Vancouver, some schools are reporting up to 30% of classes in violation of the government’s own legislated class-size and composition limits. In Langley, 735 out of 2,352 classes are either over 30 and/or have three or more students with special needs. In other words, about 31% of all Langley classes are in violation of the limits.” The Ministry of Education website statistics on class size and composition gathered in September 2010 indicates 3,627 classes have more than 30 students, an increase of 12.3% over last year’s total of 3,229 oversized classes. The average class sizes, both at the Kindergarten level and in secondary schools, have gone up: this year the average Kindergarten class size is 18.3 students, up from 17.8 last year; this year the average size of classes in Grades 8 through 12 is 25.1, up from 24.8 last year. Lambert stressed Kindergarten and secondary school class sizes are higher now than at any time in the last five years.  The recent report indicates a dramatic increase in the number of classes with more than three students with special needs. This year’s report shows that 12,240 classes have four or more students with IEPs. This represents 18.9% of all classes in the province. Lambert called on the provincial government to restore the class-size and composition limits that were stripped from the teachers’ collective agreement and to rehire the roughly 1,300 learning specialist teachers lost to the system. Boards face looming budget cuts in 2011  Now is the time to be involved in the 2011–12 budget-setting discussions in your school district.  School boards have set the dates of public meetings where concerned citizens can make presentations on the spending priorities. Don’t be fooled into thinking you cannot influence the decision of trustees.  With school board elections slated for the fall, trustees are very aware their actions are under public scrutiny. Boards will be trying to develop a list of areas where they can cut. The cuts to programs, school closures, or the elimination of teaching staff are often called a “budget surplus.”  Speak up individually, or as a group, to stop cuts.  Join others in voicing their concerns by visiting Stop BC Education Cuts. Some school districts have already announced they will have to cut services, lay off staff, and possibly close some schools.  Little or no additional funding will be coming from the government. Once again, boards will struggle with a funding shortfall, trying every means possible to cover inflation and the downloaded costs imposed by the government.  Contact a trustee, or your MLA to express your concern that public education is being undermined by chronic underfunding. The leadership campaigns provide an opportunity to grill candidates The candidates of both political parties will be traveling around the province announcing why they should be the leader of their party. This is an opportunity to press the candidates on such issues as education and poverty.  Here are a few questions that you might like to ask: Will you support increasing funding to school districts to cover rising expenses and meet the real needs of operating schools? What will you do to alleviate poverty and improve the quality of life for economically disadvantaged students and their families? For more questions on poverty, see First Call. More information? Need to know more about funding cuts to public education? Visit http://stopeducationcuts.org/. Learn how BC communities are promoting the Living Wage campaign.  If you know of anyone interested in advocating for public education, forward this newsletter or ask them to visit http://www.bctf.ca/publications/PEA-Newsletter.aspx?id=21972 . Anyone can join by registering for the Public Education Advocates newsletter.  What can you do? Talk to your trustees to encourage your school board to speak out for local autonomy and funding. Join a local advocacy group to defend and speak out for the right to a fully funded public education:  http://stopeducationcuts.org/advocacy/links/   Let trustees and MLAs know public education is a priority and a commitment. Inherent in this commitment are the principles and ideals of the Charter for Public Education. Foremost among these is that everyone has the right to a free, quality public education. Write a letter to the editor of your community paper defending locally elected boards of education. Email Facebook Twitter Friend of public education? Join our e-mail list to read about the issues and get involved. About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11126&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2002 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 14, Number 5, March 2002 Day of protest – January 28, 2002: First the adventure, then the rally by Jim Iker I received a call on Monday, January 28, 2002, at 7:15 from one of my members telling me that a truck with an excavator on it, in a clandestine operation to breach highway and load restrictions, had knocked off some of the support beams of the bridge in Houston, the bridge on our route to Smithers, where we were going to join the Bulkley Valley teachers for our rally. When I heard that, I thought that the Liberals were at it again, putting another obstacle in the way of the Burns Lake Teachers’ Association. Deleting our contract was not enough. Anyway detours were put in place up and along some logging roads. But a couple of trucks slipped off the road, blocking that access and creating delays. We had two buses going, and our bus was able to bypass the traffic and go through town to pick up some Houston teachers. We made a short detour on a one-way logging road; of course we were going the wrong way and we met an overloaded logging truck. The driver was kind enough to back up and give us just enough room to drive past. It was tense. With that shortcut, we were able to get around the bridge, onto the highway, and into Smithers on time for the rally at noon. Ours was a three-hour journey. Some of our members on the other bus and in cars were not so fortunate. They avoided the one-way road but ended up on a 40 km stretch of icy bush road and arrived five minutes after the rally had concluded. They did get to place their placards at the doorstep of our MLA. It shows the determination of our members. The Burns Lake teachers joined the Bulkley Valley teachers in an inspiring rally in Smithers. We were joined by members and reps from CUPE, BCGEU, BCNU, HEU, Recall Dennis MacKay Campaign, and other community members. We had 250 to 300 people at our rally. We braved –25û weather in a march up and down the main street with our placards and chants, ending at the offices of our MLA, who I’m sure will be the first to be recalled. At the offices, we heard speeches from me, Dennis Courtliff, Dan Blake, and reps from local and regional CUPE, BCGEU, BCNU, and the Green Party. We also had a signup for the recall of Dennis MacKay. Of course, we left our placards. It was a great day despite the weather and the long journey on some undesirable roads. Jim Iker is president of the Burns Lake Teachers’ Association.)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=17078,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2008 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 3, November 2008  BC drops everything and reads! By Karen Lindsay On September 2, 2008, the British Columbia Teacher-librarians’ Association challenged not only students and teachers, but the premier, members of the legislature, and people across BC to “Drop Everything and Read” for 20 minutes on Monday, October 27. For many years, teacher-librarians have organized special school events to mark National School Library Day on the fourth Monday in October. This was the first year they took their celebration to the general public, and the response was wonderful. Hundreds of people signed up on the Drop Everything and Read Facebook page, and hundreds more on the BCTLA’s DEAR blog. People signed on from across BC and as far away as Israel! Teacher-librarians agree that making BC the most literate province in Canada is a worthy goal. An educated population makes the province wealthy in so many ways. As teachers, they also know the impact that good modeling has on children. Seeing the adults around them put aside business for a few minutes to let pleasure reading be their priority sent a powerful message. Originally the brainchild of Surrey teacher-librarian Bonnie Chapman, the Drop Everything and Read (DEAR) Challenge was tested in many schools across the province on National School Library Day last year. Hundreds of BC students engaged in silent reading from 11:00 a.m. to 11:20 a.m. that day, and the response was terrific. “You could hear a pin drop!” “Kids didn’t want to stop after 20 minutes.” This year’s campaign really seemed to capture people’s imaginations. Teachers and teacher-librarians invited their MLA, the mayor, trustees, their superintendent, local athletes and actors to come and read with their students—and they did! Parents took the DEAR challenge into their workplaces where they read quietly for 20 minutes away from the phones. Finance Minister Carole Taylor set aside “some pleasurable reading time in the Vancouver-Langara constituency office.” Premier Campbell commended the BCTLA on the initiative. And Education Minister Shirley Bond celebrated National School Library by taking part in the Drop Everything and Read challenge. At Carson Graham Secondary School in North Vancouver, students, and staff were joined by Lieutenant Governor of British Columbia Steven Point in celebration of First Nations literacy. Responses from schools were the stuff that warms a teacher-librarian’s heart. Several schools wrote to say they were going to Drop Everything and Read every month for the rest of the year. DEAR went well enough in some high schools that they are now willing to pilot a daily silent reading program that could become a permanent part of their timetable. The BCTLA would love to see the DEAR campaign grow so that in the next few years other provinces take up the challenge as well. Given a few years’ practice, I think BC could take on the whole country in a DEAR challenge! One of the best things about DEAR is the way it puts everyone on the same page, if you’ll excuse the expression. No matter where you are politically, you can get behind the value of a few minutes’ peaceful reading. If your school was not involved this year, do not despair; DEAR will be back to celebrate National School Library Day 2009. Karen Lindsay is teacher-librarian at Ecole Reynolds Secondary, Richmond. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2014/09/tentative-agreement-yes-or-no.html?showComment0751411002852147,Staffroom Confidential: Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, September 16, 2014 Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Despite what I know was a herculean effort on the part of our bargaining team, I very much hope that BC teachers will vote no to the tentative agreement. After five weeks of strike, and twelve years of legal battles, this is not the deal that will restore sanity to public education and it is not a fair deal for teachers and students. Just as teachers in Saskatchewan rejected a deal to ensure a better outcome, I hope BC teachers will consider a no vote to let our team know we have to go back to the bargaining table. Class size, composition The agreement provided a modified LIF fund starting at $75 million per year and increasing to $85 by the last year. It is for teachers only, which will mean a slight improvement in Districts where sizeable portions were spent on Education Assistants or senior District staff rather than teachers. However, in an average size District like Victoria (20,000 students, 1,000 teachers), this will translate into about 5-10 more teachers. That is one for every five schools. To put it in comparison, Justice Griffin's judgement estimated the lost funding due to lost class size language at about $330 million in current dollars. (Read more here about the proposed Education Fund.) I heard so many teachers speak up about the need to ensure that we do not return to over-crowded classes when the strike ends. This agreement does very little to alleviate what is the most pressing issue. Throwing away the court victory The agreement provides a "reopener" in the event we win on appeal our class size language. What this means is that the language returns, but is not implemented until new language is negotiated. Without the actual implementation of the returned language, there will be very little incentive for the government to bargain it back. We would essentially be back in the very same position we are in today, with government trying to bargain it out and us trying to bargain it back in. In my opinion, even if we were legislated back to work we would be in a superior position. If we won the appeal the government would then be forced to implement the language. We are thus throwing away our historic court victory and the bargaining pressure it potentially creates. The reopener is really only mildly less offensive than E80. In both cases, we have to bargain back what was illegally taken from our contract and the government will probably never have to restore it. In fact, the "reopener" creates the perfect opportunity for government to lock us out to try and force us to agree to something far inferior. Throwing away the remedy for the last twelve years The agreement provides $105 million to compensate for grievances over-sized classes for the last twelve years. Using Justice Griffin's estimates, our loss is roughly $300 million times 12 = over $3 billion. I cannot fathom how $105 million is a fair compromise. The BCTF's original proposal to put this money back into the system was a more fair and productive approach. This agreement means we can no longer go to the courts for a fair remedy. Wages The agreement is very close to government's original offer. While I would be willing to accept this if the class size language was returned, teachers should not be taking such a significant monetary loss without the commensurate gain in working conditions. We have lost roughly 12% of our annual salary. We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut. Minimal improvements There are very minimal improvements in preparation time for elementary teachers (10 minutes per week), and TTOC daily rate. The TTOC daily rate change may depend on your grid placement. It could actually be a wage loss for long term TTOCs who are above category 5 and step 7. There is also $11 million in health and dental benefits. At 40,000 members, this is $275 each. Hardly worth consideration in the context of the rest of the agreement. What next? There are a variety of options if we vote no. We can continue the strike. We can choose to return to work and continue bargaining. We do not, and should not, accept an agreement that doesn't meet our needs and doesn't meet the needs of students and public education. When Saskatchewan teachers rejected the first deal which had 5.5% wage increases over four years, the second deal had 7.3% increases over four years. They have said this still isn't good enough. For us, our main issue is classroom conditions. We need to say this isn't good enough. The way to do that is to vote no. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 7:48 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 124 comments: Troy MooreSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:17 PM The EC recommendation states the open clause will be argued from restored language. However, selling our grievances for nothing as the 105 million is strike savings, is plenty of reason to vote no. Further, no composition caps, but a fund controlled by Superintendents is enough reason to vote no. Thursday I will vote no.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:06 PM Re-opener also says "education fund" in place until new language bargained, so old language can disappear forever.Delete Reply Mme RousseauSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:33 PM Government starved us to death hoping we'd vote yes to whatever deal they'd offer. Planned it from the start.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:07 PM We can sill choose (collectively) to return to work if we reject this deal. Many options.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:09 PM Great analysis, Tara! I think that returning to work would be a bad idea. This will frustrate parents more if they need to find new ways to deal with taking care fo kids. USe the money given to you by the other unions. I am a teacher who had to quit for stress over the terrible condition of work (split FI grade 4/5, several low LD kids with little support, one severe with no support, 2 gifted (no support), and a principal who expected me to teach 2 separate social studies AND science programs)Delete Reply Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:56 PM Good points by all but the gov't succeeded in starving my family out and completly breaking us. I will be voting YES and live to fight another dayReplyDelete Replies schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:21 PM 'Fight another day'? In the last twelve years that we have been pushing back against this government, never has the tide tide been so much with teachers, class size/composition, and public education - and never has the government been pushed back onto the ropes (especially with the call for binding arbitration). What 'other day' is being proposed that we wait for? Now is the time. Vote 'no' and give the BCTF bargaining team a renewed mandate to get a decent deal for students and teachers.Delete Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:10 PM "Another day" means to wake up and realize that 2more weeks means my family of 5 could lose our home. It means I will do all I can to recall Cc, Factbender, and other mla's, and maybe even having "a guy I know" have a chat with them. In year 1 of their reign, I don't believe they even know what "the ropes" are. I will vote YES ...for my family, and I can live with thatDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:12 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply Karen FergusonSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:03 PM Just a question: When the Saskatchewan teachers voted no, had they already been on strike for 5 weeks?ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM No. They are working with no contract. They are not on strike.Delete Shannon DavisSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:23 AM I am a Saskatchewan teacher. We are not on strike; we are currently in the conciliation process after voting "no" to 2 previous offersDelete Reply "Mama Rose"September 16, 2014 at 9:27 PM Can we truly return to work without agreeing and continue bargaining? When I suggested returning to work a few weeks ago, the answer was "being on strike puts pressure on the gov't and without pressure they have no reason to settle." And can you explain more how legislating us back would be better than agreeing to this deal? And finally, why would the BCTF executive put forward a deal that was not a good one?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:30 PM Because they need confirmation of the resolve of the membership to get something better. That is what a no vote does.Delete Reply Troylana MSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:28 PM some great points to ponder, tara......thinking thinking....ReplyDelete schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:43 PM If we vote 'no' to the tentative deal we still have options: We'd not have a contract. But we could... a) strike with full picket lines b) partially strike with phase 1 (work-to-rule) in schools c) partially strike with periodic/rotating job action d) continue negotiating e) return to work and re-escalate strike f) some/all of the above ReplyDelete Replies Caroline MackenzieSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:21 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:14 PM a) will expedite matters (I say less that 3 days)Delete Reply danabjornsonSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:05 PM I am thinking that a legislated, crappier contract would only be in effect for 2 years max (before elections...). If we take this offer, then we will be agreeing to this pseudo-E80. Should we win the court case (which we likely will), we will have to settle on the terms of the THIS negotiated contract which doesn't actually restore learning conditions; it simply allows for those conditions to be negotiated. If we say n, then we default to the 2002 contract, which DOES restore the language. A "yes" vote is saying that we are good on "crumbs"; a "no" vote is saying we want an actual meal. That's my understanding, anyway. Please correct me where I am wrong, Tara. :)ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:44 PM And word is IF they legislate, they could opt to legislate back Grade 10-12 only causing the union to have to lay off all teachers and re-hire based on seniority. That will tear the union at the seams pitting teacher against teacher for those positions. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:17 PM There will be a general strike if that were to happen! They better not do this. They will regret it.Delete Reply imaginefunlearningSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:09 PM Some good points on the background of our fight over the past 12 years, which I have been actively engaged in; however we need to recognize the climate we are in. We are not in Sask. people! We have just come through a very long summer!! We need to thank our @bctf bargaining team & recognize the toll this has taken on all of us & our families. I don't have the luxury of more time on the strike line. This may be as good as it gets. Let's read the agreement and consider getting back to work and making some $ again! That's my 2 cents worth, which would come in really handy right now!!!ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:18 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply RobSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:11 PM Go back in work to rule mode. Work this winter to recall every Liberal MLA. ThAt is the only way to apply pressure to these criminals. ReplyDelete Replies Kate RestonSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:03 PM Recall! Not sure who won the battle but the war is still onDelete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:14 AM Well said Kate... I agree 100%Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:20 PM I think say NO and a better deal will be done in less than 3 days. These guys are not criminals, they are lower than that. I bet they get a sick pleasure in hurting the kids and the teachers.Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:31 PM An official recall is in the works: https://www.facebook.com/groups/316129595235450/?fref=ts Please consider joining.Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:26 AM Leah - do you honestly think anyone who voted BC Liberal did so thinking that they would act any differently on the education file?Delete Reply JJSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:16 PM I am glad to see other members who share my views. I am outraged at a 1.2 percent "raise" in salary per year that doesn't even meet inflation of currently 2%. I feel used and abused.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:23 PM Not to mention all of the other pittance! I am actually surprised that Iker asked teachers to vote on this! Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:18 PM Hi Tara Thanks for the summary! Will we be able to vote NO to the deal, but vote YES to returning to work? Will there be three options when we vote Thursday? Why did the BCTF agree to a substandard deal for us? If we vote no to a deal that was recommended to us, the teachers look like the bad guys and public approval will plummet. I am very disappointed and frustratedReplyDelete Replies KataSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:12 AM Public approval will not necessarily plummet. I have seen strikes where the membership has voted against the executive's "best results to date", and ended up with a better offer. This offer is an insult. The $300 million will not bring funding to the national average (I believe). More importantly, the wage offer is half of the average wage increase for public and private workers (StatsCan). Delete Reply MontySeptember 16, 2014 at 10:19 PM Thank you, Tara. My thoughts too, more clearly expressed. As well, Thursday is too soon to vote, too soon to vote, too soon to vote........ReplyDelete Richard ChalkeSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:21 PM Vote no and lose every shred of public support...just sayin!ReplyDelete Replies UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:31 AM I am a member of the public and would support a "no" vote. js!.Delete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:01 AM Richard Chalke, NO you won't! I am a mother with 3 adopted special needs children who need to be in a class that is designed for them and others like them (my kids are academically slightly delayed but their issues are more social and behavioural) where they can receive the education they deserve taught in a way they can comprehend. I will speak now for all the parents I know, and we will support the teacher's if they continue to fight for our children's best interest.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:28 PM It might not be pretty at first, but once we explain things (and I hope the Mandarin-speaking teachers flood the Richmond organization that voiced their concerns), they will back us. The 3 billions that the judge came to is the first I hear about. This should be stated to every newsmedia comment section in the province. Minimize pickets and flood those outlets with commenters, just like the Liberals do. Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:45 PM I am a member of the public and a single Mother of a child in the public school system. You will NOT lose one bit of my support if you vote no. I know that you are sacrificing so that my child can have a better education, and I am most grateful for it. Having said that, I also know that you are exhausted and broke. I have been dreading that you may have to settle for less than what you (we) deserve because the government succeeded in breaking you. I am not in your shoes, so cannot judge. If the vote is a yes, I understand and I am still behind you. Delete Reply Alison RocheSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:25 PM It is a crap deal. It's always a crap deal. Once you raise the stakes to striking, anything else is a cave in. The last time we walked out was the 3 day illegal strike where I threw away 1200$ and got EXACTLY the same contract I had the year before. The BCTF called it a win because they didn't rip up MORE of my contract. Ridiculous. There are a few of us that believe that working to contract, doing 100% of your teaching job and nothing more (like paying for supplies out of your own pocket or EC) is the only way teachers will survive this government. What if they get re-elected again? Then what? Teachers have lost thousands to these clowns to make "statements" about the state of public education in this province. We can't keep sacrificing ourselves and our families. And in the meantime, you talk to parents about why you have to take this crappy road. Because up until this strike they mostly didn't care about the state of education, but god forbid you didn't run a Sports Day. Then suddenly they wanted to know what the hell was going on. Keep the conversation going in schools. Attend your PAC meetings and stop enabling this govt to underfund and overwork the system. And still get paid!ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:20 AM I am very excited at the prospect of returning to my beloved job on Friday. However I will NOT continue to put my personal money into my classroom and I will be seriously reconsidering my involvement in extra curriculars. I think we shoot ourselves in the foot with all the unpaid work we so willingly volunteer to do. Delete Reply FCSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:38 PM I heard a rumour last week from a loose lipped government insider that after the 22nd, depending on the outcome of the negotiations the Liberals were going to announce a 3 step process. I was not clear if this was based on 3 steps to resolve the strike (perhaps the 3rd step is legislation??) or 3 steps to overhaul the education system, either way, they will settle it outright. I wish you all luck and all the information that you need to make a sound decision of what you feel is best.ReplyDelete Replies Lisa BurrowsSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:53 PM I have heard similar rumours. On the 23rd, the gov. was planning on introducing a $6000 per year voucher system for 3 choices: an academic or trades program, or something called EducationCanada. Not clear whether their intention was to privatize the public system, de-certify teachers and hire them back under new wage/benefits. Not clear where these rumours originated from. Maybe fear tactics to get teachers to vote yes. In any event, I plan on voting yes. I signed up to be a teacher, not a martyr. This strike has cost us a lot. We need to regain our livelihood and hopefully continue the conversation about class composition. We have at least awakened many people to the issue, and the court case is still an avenue that could eventually improve teaching and learning conditions.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:33 PM I urge all teachers to fight and say NO to this deal. Retired teacher who had to retire because horrendous work conditions. Make me proud. They will not last long if you say NO! I know this is tough, but there is money and I hear that Van City does offer loan at low to 0 %. Banks do allow you to miss a mortgage payment. Go talki to your banker.Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM Will school districts require teachers to make up missed days, as suggested in the media? Will the school calendar be changing to make up for the missed three weeks and if so will we be made aware of those changes PRIOR to the vote? ReplyDelete KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:41 PM "Wages..... We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut." And that is the cost of going on strike!!! There is nothing that can be done about that. You cannot go on strike and put up the raise you want every week to compensate for your time on strike - it doesn't work that way.ReplyDelete Replies Drew StevensonSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:59 AM I believe the missing "..." Suggests that they meant to refer to the losses against inflation since the last wage step increase. Thus this contract does not allow us to recover the buying power lost to inflation since the last non contract or "0%" year. Add those up and compare against the proposed increase and you see that by the end of the contract, we won't be able to afford the same value of goods (loaves of bread, watts of energy, litres of gas) that we could at the end of the last contracts term. It was not a comment about wages that were lost in the strike. Those are really small potatoes when compared to the grinding power of inflation over years and years. The next contract will use this latest for a bench mark so these losses to inflation will grind at all teachers for as long as they teach. A death of a thousand cuts to our ability to afford basic goods and services. Any raise less than inflation is a cut to the value placed on us and on our ability to pay our bills. Delete Reply Ed SSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:09 PM Having lost $20,000 (including summer school wages) as the single income for a family of five is far too much; I will be voting YES to the deal, unless the independently wealthy teachers out there who wish to continue the strike will pay my bills and mortgage for me.ReplyDelete Replies Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:14 PM I feel ya. Yes for meDelete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:18 AM Ed S. With all due respect (and I mean that), how did you lose $20,000 in the strike? Teachers were out 2 weeks (all out) before they were supposed to be in June, and now 3 weeks for the start of school? It is my understanding that teachers don't get paid through the summer months. Please correct me if I'm wrong, wherever I'm wrong. Shouldn't you have been financially alright for the summer months at least? Also all teachers knew this strike had a possibility of extending into the new school year but no one teacher budgeted for this possibility? I'm truly just trying to get a clear picture of where this all stems. NO disrespect intended.Delete BlairSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:12 AM Kelly, not Ed but if you look at the numbers there was the 10% lockout haircut in May/June plus the loss of most of June and the loss of much of September. In our 1 teacher (1 non) household we calculated a $9 K - $10 K loss so far. If you add summer school earnings you can easily make the loss in the $20 k zone. As for budgeting, we budget for the summer, but did not expect the 10% haircut, nor the loss of June/Sept days which completely messed our budgeting calculations. A very good friend (single teaching mother) was crushed by the loss of the June income and is without a penny today.Delete Mr. SmoothSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:35 PM The only one who didn't get a haircut was Jim Iker... and he needs one more than anyone else. What's with that over-coiffed 70"s mullet Jim? Does wonders for the BCTF brand image!Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:55 PM Jim's hair is not open for discussion in a respectful space like this. As for his salary, he is a teacher who does not get paid when we are on strike.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:04 PM Totally agree!Delete Reply Mr. GSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:24 PM If I thought they could do any better I would agree with voting NO, but you have to be realistic. The BCTF does not use professionals to bargain and always ends up with much less than they promise the membership when asking for a strike vote. While this is not a great deal for teachers, I really think you're fooling yourself if you think it'll get any better.ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:02 AM BCTF needs to be replaced with younger more adept representatives and advocates. Also, we should be hiring professional contract negotiators - you don't go into battle with cut throat corporate types with a wooden knife. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:37 PM This is BAD deal! Say NO to it and show those (expletives) that we will not take it anymore! Come on! Show them that teachers have a spine! They will respect us, oddly!Delete Reply retaSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:51 PM I agree with Richard. Those in the public that are uniformed would be furious, and there are many teachers who just can't afford to use their wages as their voice any longer - too much has already been donated to the government. In my opinion, the deal is pretty lame. I am sitting on the fence.ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:24 AM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:26 AM So true!!! I cannot afford to fight this battle for public education any longer. Why is this my personal and professional obligation??? However I think this deal is weak weak weak. I also think its the best we are going to get. Ideologically I'm on the fence but my wallet will vote YES.Delete Reply SirThinksToo MuchSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:54 PM My wife and I will be voting "Yes" on Thursday for it is the middle path. The easy path would have been for us to go back to school with E-80 & E-81 over our heads. The difficult path would be for us to vote "No" and put our mortgage at risk and having to continue asking retired parents for handouts to feed a family with three kids. The middle path is the wisest choice for us considering the current political climate in which those who do not teach are the quickest to judge it harshly.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:41 PM I understand that this is really tough for you! I almost died teaching a few month ago. I had to quit. Please consider holding on and say no. Remember the short loss in salary will be offset in the LONG-RUn by better salary increase. This is a joke! They will be laughing at you even more if we accept this. This is a very bad deal! However, I do respect your position!Delete Reply DaleSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:16 AM Why would classroom conditions be better on October 9th after being legislated back? We have been outplayed because of our stubborn refusal to outdated, tired old tactics. It is because of these actions that have led us to this terrible deal. Time to reset, regroup and stock up for the long haul. Can't do it if half the members commit hara kiri on themselves. We are a union of professionals not a cult. ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:49 AM Could not agree more.Delete schreck!September 17, 2014 at 9:44 AM Could you please advise which tactics you believe could have been used to secure a superior deal?Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:47 AM Full disclosure: I'm a BC Liberal supporter. The only people who would benefit from a NO vote are the BC Liberals. Teachers would be bargaining with no leverage whatsoever and would be viewed by a large segment of the population as unreasonable. The BC Liberals then get portray themselves as the only party capable of dealing with the BCTF. schreck! says that the BCTF has the government on the ropes, but he couldn't be farther from the truth. The government wants people to view the BCTF as their primary opponent. Disputes like this just shore up the BC Liberal base and protect its right flank. Any half-baked recall campaign will only reinforce that. It's true teachers aren't going to recoup the lost wages from the strike. I would suggest to you that that means this job action was probably not in teachers' interests, especially without any sort of appreciable strike fund. This is the best deal teachers were ever going to get with this government and people should have been able to recognize that in June. If you want my advice (which you probably don't), it would be to spend the next 5 years building up a strike fund, electing better leaders, and hiring a professional negotiating team. Don't bring a knife to a gunfight and expect things to go well. Focus on getting the best deal you can from whoever the government is rather than trying to change the government, the HST, Kinder Morgan or a thousand different issues that distract from education and erode the union's finances further. You'd be doing yourself a favour, and probably doing the NDP a favour at the same time. Also, if schreck! is David Schreck, you can thank his opposition to STV for the last two BC Liberal majorities. I know I do.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:11 PM One step would be to stop making political contributions to the NDP. This only contributes to the childish animosity and lack of trust that has constantly characterized negotiations. How else can the Socreds/Liberals view teachers except as enemies when they so publicly support their opponents. This stupid confrontational immature approach has to STOP!!!!! Education should not be a political fight when it is so obviously a valuable benefit to our society. It was an NDP government that legislated teachers back to work in 1993. Stop making education a political fight.Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:10 PM I don't think they have to go that far. CUPE and the Nurses still contribute to the NDP yet they don't have the same acrimonious relationship. CUPE and the Nurses just make their members their priority, and broader advocacy second.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:55 PM Ryan (possibly a Liberal paid commenter), with all due respect, I disagree with you. The cumulative increase in lieu of this will be better. Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can. I say to Iker, ask for 6% over 3 years because these people love to play the 15% over 15 year game to make it so big on the surface. Some people think that this is 15% every year. Believe me! I have seen it in comment sections. Others believe that the 15% is too high not understanding that they must divide things over the duration of the contract. It is time that we play it smarter. It is time to put the foot down and ask for money given to us by other unions, if it is needed. Banks can accept one late mortgage payment. It would be suicidal for them to not help. Imagine the possible damage if that ever leaks out. They could lose a lot in teacher money. I for one would pull my money out of a bank in support! Teachers are going to show this government that we have a spine! Enough is enough! Aren't you tired of being treated like kids? (Retired teacher who almost died in a car accident because of work conditions that were horrendous. I had to quit.)Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 AM Not paid by the BC Liberals. I pay them actually... :/ I imagine astroturfers of any affiliation wouldn't disclose their bias. "Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can." How did that work in May 2013? If the teachers reject a contract that their own union endorsed, it will make teachers seem unreasonable. Whether that perception is true or fair is irrelevant. It's what will happen, and teachers will be weaker as a result. Take my advice. Build up a strike fund and focus on the internal governance of the BCTF for the next 6 years. You'll be better off for it. Or not. I don't mind you or others making it easier for the party I support to get elected. I'd just rather not see kids and teachers hurt in the process.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:37 AM Ah! The "don't-hurt-kids" card, hey, when you have underfunded education for 12 years! WOW! That takes the cake! Are your trolling? Oh! You are serious? :) Would you be surprised if I don't follow your advice, considering your lack of logic? Would you be surprised if others don't follow your advice? It is ttue that bullies like you and your ilks love to show who is the boss, who is the teacher now! I suspect that is at the root of the problem! No one wants to fail in school! No one wants to get the strap! Sad that today's teachers don't like it too! But, who cares, we are ... teachers! We deserve it! BAH! BAH! BAH!Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:22 PM That's fine. I look forward to another 16 years of BC Liberal government.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:41 PM 16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate! Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan! Sociopaths do that!Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 9:35 AM "16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate!" 16 years of our opponents still don't understand why they lost. Like I said, that's fine with me. If I said the Liberals would be in power for at least another 13 years back in 2004 you probably would have laughed too. Heck, if I told you on May 13 last year that the BC Liberals would be reelected on May 14 you'd probably have laughed too. And you were wrong. Why is that? Answer that question if you want the NDP to win the next election. Without a correct answer to it, the NDP's cause is hopeless. "Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan!" You feel they are flawed, and that's fine. I don't go around calling people who disagree with me sociopaths, nor do I accuse them of being paid shills. But I also don't feel much need to address your ad hominems. There are logical arguments to support your position, but argumentum ad hominem is not one of them. It's a textbook logical fallacy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 1:15 PM Ah! Now I get it! It is all ego-based! You think because you voted the winning party that you are a winner and we are losers! You think because you predicted that the Liberals would win, you are winner. That does not make YOU a winner or the Liberals! It is called DEMOGRAPHICS, you expletives. The baby boomers are getting old and because they have more assets and won't make a whole lot more for too long, they need to vote a govn't who is going to do just that! It is not rocket science! WOW! You think you are so superior when your party stole an election with 47% of the popular vote. That's not a majority and your party should not have been elected. BTW, did you delete from your ethical memory the words Ethnic voting scandal? The field is slanted and you know it. However, you are so willing to minimize, forget the scams and bad fairplay tactics like a sociopath is allowed to minimize or ignore his or victims emotions that you don't see that you are the loser, we are the victim of your constant bullying. 1% wage increases after years of 0% increases and you can justify that when Yahoo reports that the average Canadian can hope to get 2.5% this and next year: https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html You Liberals behave like fascists, but we can't call you that because that's not allowed! Well! Guess what? It is and you are. Live with it! You keep on dreaming you are a genius! :) I am retired, getting soon a nice pension, and laughing at you from a beach somewhere! AHAHA! Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 2:14 PM What's with the name calling Peter? For someone claiming to be retired you really don't show the wisdom of age. For someone who talks about logic, you use logical fallacies like ad hominems a lot too. It's a fair point that the BC Liberals didn't get a majority of the vote (and I'm a very big supporter of electoral reform). The BC Liberals + Conservatives did though, and I don't think it's realistic to expect the BC Conservatives to have been more generous had they been part of government. Last time I checked I just voted. I didn't "victimize" anyone. Perhaps your rage is misplaced. If you think the election was "stolen" I'm afraid I have to question your grasp on reality though. "Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?" I'm glad you'll have a pleasant retirement Peter. I have no ill will towards you. I'm not sure why you think I do. I'm not saying people were *right* to vote BC Liberal. That's a matter of opinion. All I'm saying is people *did* vote BC Liberal. More voted BC Liberal than BC NDP for the last 5 elections in a row actually. You need to understand why that happened in order to change it for the next election. Clearly you're not interested in that though. Which is fair enough. Just remember next time you're upset about something the BC Liberals do that your lack of interest is part of why the BC Liberals get elected at all.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 3:23 PM I love your culture --or the lack of thereof! Guess what, stop thinking averybody is white and must follow your little rules. Namecalling? Sociopath? Whaaaat? And, what if you are? Still can't call you that? :) You fascist right-wingers are big on censorship! I just don't like you giving us lessons on how to get the NDP in. As stated, people are voting right of the NDP because it is a matter of demographics and a little ethnic vote buying on the side. The rest is mumbo jombo. Yes, of course, they will have to go on strike in the future and yes they will have to build a strike fund. The Liberals stole that from the BCTF too! And, you wonder why I don't have any respect for them? Yes, electoral reform is needed! We agree!Delete Reply JJ GeorgeSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:46 AM As a parent, I support the teachers and respect whether they choose to vote yes or no. However I noticed a discrepancy here from other information I've read regarding prep time for elementary teachers. Here it states minimal improvement to prep time - only 10 minutes per week being added. Elsewhere I read that it is 100 minutes per week for prep, increasing by an additional 10 minutes in the final year. That is a significant difference, and worth noting. Or have I completely misunderstood?ReplyDelete Replies Anne-MarieSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:59 AM Elementary teachers currently have 90 minutes of preparation time per week so an increase to 100 minutes per week is only gaining 10 minutes. In other provinces and some private schools they have as much as 45 minutes of prep time per day.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:56 PM Thank you for inquiring!Delete DW ZSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:57 PM You're right JJ George. There is a significant difference around the province regarding preparation times. In my district elementary teachers currently get 100 minutes of prep time. This new proposal is useless to me. I'll have to wait 6 years to gain an extra 10 minutes. Delete Reply UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:11 AM Almost nobody gets cost of living adjustments. Also inflation is NOT 2%. Do some research and look at the CPI for BC over the last 24 months. The average over the last 2 years is 0.7%, not 2%. The CPI changes every month so you cant just look at the highest month and declare that THE inflation rate. Check out the 12 month averages document for the actual numbers. http://www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/StatisticsBySubject/Economy/ConsumerPriceIndex.aspx All that being said I support the teachers. if you think this is a bad deal as a parent my dream would be for the teachers to vote no but continue bargaining because I do think the kids need to be in school and I do fear that the teachers will lose all support if the strike continues. All I ask as a parent is that you do your own research and try not to be swayed by all the opinions. ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:01 AM Inflation for August was 2.1% (http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/economy/cpi-report-expected-to-reveal-rise-in-canadas-core-inflation-rate/article20593943/). The CPI is a year-over-year calculation.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:43 AM Inflation should be looked at as a yearly average, not an individual month.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:34 PM The lawyers do not believe we have compromised our court deal. Our leadership would not have sold us out. We dodged a bullet. The Premier had something loaded even if we are not sure what it was. The idea that we could simply return to work is not guaranteed. I think a no vote could easily lead to the Liberals locking us out again because the Premier wants to crush us and she will use any excuse. She did not want to take the advice of her people and do this deal. I am certain a plan for drastic action (where we have to take the concessions they had planned) or worse - was in place. We can't guarantee the press will do any better job explaining the complexities should we say no. They rarely sided with us in markets outside of Vancouver where people are more political and they often misled or allowed others to mislead. They are not helping and would sensationalize. This would see dissolution of support very quickly - especially if we asked for wages. (Though admittedly it angers me that we can't ask for wages without being accused of being greedy when that is what most bargaining units do). But we have argued this is about kids and while this is not ideal - it is better to have teachers than not. The deal does suck in that it does not bring us to par - but this fight needs to be won with a strategy that is political and capacity will do that in another round. We have some support - but it is limited to the choir. We need to have the pews too. We need to build that capacity while working and continue to find allies because the fight is bigger than most people want to consider. This is about ideology and about privatization. Education always was political but never more so than now and we have to fight this party or the conservatives who would do the same or worse. No teacher who is responsible can ignore the politics any longer. That is simply the truth. If you work in the system you better get informed and you better be prepared to fight until retirement for the system. That said, I want to ask the same question others are asking: Why is this the job of 42,000 teachers and not the job of all citizens who want equality to fight for this right? It is time (while the conversation is still on-going and up to and including election night) for us to guide the public where we can but mainly play our part by not propping the system up. Make poverty known. Make noise about shortfalls, ask questions (in the media or in board offices ) about who is going to fix it instead of paying ourselves, volunteer some but wait for the pubic to step up so they see what schools lack. I hate the deal too. But I trust Vince Ready and Iker and I don't think we could have done better right now. I think we dodged a bullet because I have read everything this government has put out and followed the trail. They plan to privatize and they are just looking for the route. Voting YES for now does not mean we are giving up. It does not mean a win in the way we wanted but we have won a battle that will lead to us winning the war. If we don't rest up and stock up we might not get there.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:57 PM Well, if it is bigger than just this battle, then we will need ALL the unions to strike if they do indeed use drastic (draconian) measures. I say it is time for ALL of the unions to call a general strike. I guarantee that they will not like that one bit. What will they do then? Call the army? :) People in Europe, at the end of the 19th century stood up in mines. General strikes do occur in Europe and have. If you think you had it tough, think of them who stood tall for US in tougher times and conditions. Make sacrifices. Sell furniture. Tutor on the side. Ask for the BCTF money. Ask your banker to help. As friends and relatives. If we say NO, it won't last long. If they legislate us back, let's call a general province-wide strike of all unions. Delete Reply Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:47 AM Between CC's smug smile as she celebrates slaughtered teachers and Jim Iker's goofy grin - seemingly unaware that he has been a willing puppet, I am thoroughly disgusted. Over the next 5 years, teachers will be in an increasingly bad situation financially, classrooms will continue to be too large and complex with increasing medical, social and environmental issues impacting academic delivery. It could not be less obvious that things will continue to worsen. The Liberals have ensured that BC is rapidly becoming the Canadian Monaco for rich off shore interests and wealthy corporations. Soon the underpaid "workers" will have to be bussed in daily to Vancouver - Asian style. The only recourse is to move to just about any other province and bring in up to $100,000 more over the six years with much less cost of living. So we are bailing, encouraged by friends who have gotten positions in Manitoba and Alberta. My colleagues and I discovered through contacting several school boards across Canada that specialist (special needs and behavioural) and secondary science teachers are in particular demand. I want to work in a professional, respectful environment where the needs of all children are considered a priority and where I feel inspired to do my best. However, I want my vote to reflect the wishes of teachers who will be here over the next 6 (5) years, so very much appreciate your blog and opportunity to read the comments.ReplyDelete Bert SlaterSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:11 AM To vote YES will throw away 12 years of effort, and 2 victories in BC Supreme Court. To vote YES will be to snatch defeat from the jaws of victory. If you vote YES what bargaining power do you think you will have - the government will do nothing, and then what do you think you will do - take job action? PLEASE VOTE NO.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:59 PM Time to show you have a spine!Delete Reply RodSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:06 AM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Cool HandSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 AM Wouldn't a 'No' vote be a vote of no confidence in the BCTF itself?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:02 AM Not at all. It is just a message to the leadership we need to do better. The strength of the union is the members, and we support the leadership by giving them direction through democratic means.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:40 PM I disagree. How else can a recommendation by the EC to vote yes be interpreted? Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:00 PM I am sure people will interpret this both ways, but it is a vote. If it is supposed to be a "Yes", because it might be interpreted one way, then why bother having a vote?Delete Kate TSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:07 AM Yes , it would be. I don't think we could come out much better than this with this government. How will a No obtain that? Christy will be happy, she can declare the BCTF gone and roll out her plan to privatize. Delete Reply David DeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:06 AM A no vote would be a rejection of a the court victories defied by the government and an inadequate deal containing some vague promises that won't meet the needs of teachers or students on class size and other important issues.In Ontario elementary teachers get 200 minutes of prep time per 5 day cycle. I know there is financial hardship, but the union has received close to $2 million in donations from other unions; is there no way of accessing hardship funds? At minimum, vote no and return to work on work to rule with various strike options.ReplyDelete Erica JonesSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:25 AM This article actually makes me so mad. It is NOT better for the kids that they have missed almost all of june and all of september. This is what you signed up for in BC as a teacher. Get on board or GET OUT.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:20 PM Is this really what teachers signed up for? At my high school, each class has about 30 kids, with an average of 17 kids per classroom with an identified learning disability. Our district says that there should be no more than 4 kids per classroom.. How do you expect non-specialist teachers to help each student when over half of them require more resources because of a learning disability? Furthermore, are you generalizing the "better-ness" to all the kids in BC? Because I don't think that it would be better if kids went back considering the learning environment isn't up to par. There are barely any Education Assistants, and support teachers for the multitude of children who need them. While I recognize and appreciate your enthusiasm for education, please realize that the public school system isn't a daycare. Also, please think about your words and the learning environment prior to speaking out. By the way, we're not an autocracy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:08 PM I can understand your frustration! Understand mine! I almost died at 7:30 pm one night returning from teaching a FI split class with several students who did not get enough support or no support at all. The principal expressed to me that he expected me to teach 2 different social studies programs and 2 different science programs. ANYONE I talked to knows that this is impossible to do, especially in French Immersion when kids get no support at home and books are often too hard for students to read. I had to quit my job. I did it for me and did it for the kids. I was like a surgeon who is asked to operate on 5 patients with an old scalpel with 2 inexperienced nurses. Predictably, 4 patients would die and I would be reprimanded! Teachers are put in terrible conditions and kids too. I hope you have the openmind to consider the reality of this honest personal anecdote. I also wish you to understand that this is likely not an isolated incident. What will it take? A kid to commit suicide because he or she is not getitng enough support?Delete Reply hilarySeptember 17, 2014 at 10:29 AM It is incorrect to equate lost funding with what the teachers would have received in grievances. The two are not equivalent. The starting position of the BCTF was $225M, so they never expected $3B to resolve grievances. I'm also interested to know where you get your figures on overcrowded classrooms. A recent Globe and Mail article says that classrooms are, on average, smaller than the caps set in 2002.ReplyDelete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:36 AM The signing bonus should be roughly $2500 each: 105 million divided by 41 thousand.ReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:53 AM It is not that simple. The $105 million is to be allocated by the union. The term "signing bonus" has been crossed off on the signed document. Some of that money may be used to pay union debts. Don't know this but clarification would be useful.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:16 PM Just quoting from the CBC news website, "And finally there are details of $105-million fund to settle grievances stemming from the ongoing court case. The BCTF says that money will be given out as a signing bonus, with specific amount yet to be determined."Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:34 AM I think it would be smart to put at least part of it into your strike fund.Delete Reply WheelsSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:55 AM If the money is used as a signing bonus, it should be based on FTEReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:12 PM Yes I am sure it will be based on FTE. The question is how much of the $105 Million is actually distributed. This is up to the union, and I am told that it is yet to be decided.Delete GuruSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:44 PM And don't forget all the retired teachers who are entitled to a share of it.Delete Reply Geoff OrmeSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:18 PM In another discussion of this someone suggested that under BC Labour Law a no vote means rejection of the proposed deal, and that means the strike continues until either: - the union in question elects to stand down - another tentative deal is presented or - the government imposes a legislated contract. I think the last of these is the most likely, and I believe the legislated contract would be draconian and brutal. What do you think, Tara? Also, I would appreciate your thoughts on Sandy Garossino's comments at https://storify.com/Garossino/should-teachers-accept-the-contractReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:14 PM If this is so, in a few month (likely a couple of years), teachers will win so much more with a Supreme Court judgment! It is possible that the Liberals know that the higher courts are stacked by Liberal judges (that is what happen when judges are chosen, not elected). In any case, a negative settlement (or not a great judgment) will galvinize the public to reform the way the Supreme court judges are being chosen. I doubt that any govn't will want that to happen. A legislated contract will make the LIbs look like sociopaths and dictators.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:47 PM Peter I think you are expecting far too much from the public, many of whom are only paying attention to this matter due to kids being home from school. The public are not remotely this savvy on the political process.Delete Reply IslanderSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:09 PM I am a continuing education teacher. We have it even worse and we are not listened to enough about our poor conditions. Those include no prep time (and we do have to mark and do report cards many times a year sometimes and commonly for 30 students in a class), travelling to different schools with no compensation, and having next to no breaks in between 3 hour classes. I worked for two years with no lunch break and taught 6 hours straight (just 15 min. breaks) to be told, "don't complain since there are others who will do it". We then got 15 min. breaks in between classes. Most of our students are wealthy immigrants, many who try to stay in classes as long as possible since the classes are free. After spending a year in Germany, I realize how better organized it is where the immigrants pay to learn the language on a sliding scale, and have to pay for a student book as well for each class. We do not even have text books, but photocopy so much at tax payers' expense. This is not right. I then teach summer school since we were not on a 12 month continual salary and most of those students are also immigrants (at least 75%). This is also free and it is becoming so common and the new immigrants know this is free babysitting and tutoring. I think one main problem is that we have so many new immigrants in our classes who need ESL like this article states about our inclusion style of education nowadays: http://www.vancouversun.com/life/Shelley+Fralic+trouble+with+schools/10203596/story.html I am honored to be teaching and like my job, but it does get exhausting especially since I need two or three jobs to pay the mortgage that I now no longer have.. back to renting since it all I can afford in this city that has become so expensive. And many don't realize that it is very very difficult to get to full time work as a teacher here. There was a formula that made it take about 10 years to get to f/t (now finally changed). I have been without pay for 3 months, and now had to finally rent a place in anticipation of returning to work, so I have to vote "yes", but please keep the comments coming for what alternatives we have. Maybe we have to just educate the public in a better way than picketing; maybe get out and walk around malls and talk to people and hand out pamphlets on how this liberal government is hurting this. Most Asians (probably just the new who are from such a different system) are already against the teachers since they do not seem to understand what is going on. http://www.vancouversun.com/Business/asia-pacific/Chuck+Chiang+Many+Asian+families+place+blame/10202757/story.htmlReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:17 PM First of all, myn thoughts are with you! I think your ideas about using different strategies is smart. Picketing is not a very good strategy to let people know about things. I think using the membership to flood media comment sections would be more effective. Going to talk to the public might be a good idea along with this, I think. Phone the BCTF and ask for support.Delete Reply Marsha HolleySeptember 17, 2014 at 1:36 PM A teachers wife Vote no you have come to far to back down. It is a -----Y DEAL. ReplyDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:45 PM Ask yourself WHY teachers cannot get 1/2 of the average increase in salary of the private sector? (The Libs will tell you because there are sooooooo many teachers, but I also hear that there are provinces where there is a need for teachers!) TORONTO - A new study says that Canadians, on average, can expect about the same size salary increase next year as in 2014. Human resources consultants Pal Benefits says a survey of 401 organizations, mainly in Ontario, Alberta and British Columbia, projected salary increase for 2015 at an average of 2.79 per cent. That was almost unchanged from the 2.74 per cent average increase projected in last year's survey. Meanwhile, in addition to the average salary increase remaining relatively steady year over year, the survey found that the percentage of employers who plan to freeze salaries appears to have stabilized at eight per cent —in the same percentages as was projected in 2014. Breaking down the numbers further, the survey found the average salary increase anticipated in the engineering, financial services and high technology sectors was three per cent. That compared with an average of 2.5 per cent on the low end for organizations in durable manufacturing. https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.htmlReplyDelete "Mama Rose"September 17, 2014 at 9:12 PM I used to agree with you, Tara, and appreciate you bringing these items to your blog to get us all thinking. But after a very long night and day of research and discussion, I realize I will be voting yes tomorrow. Here is why: I don't care about salary or benefit increases. That is not why I went on strike. I don't care if this tentative deal is not good for teachers. That's not why I went on strike either. For me, the single most important issue is class size and composition. I want to work in a classroom where I have enough time and resources available to me to adequately help all the students I teach. And while it is true that this tentative deal will not change anything in the classrooms right now (or at least most of our classrooms), I realized that we couldn't actually make changes in that area because the issues of cs and c is before the courts. When I made that connection and realized that this round of bargaining was really about a "good enough" agreement regarding wages, then the deal seems, well... good enough. BUT, the best part, is the language the BCTF legal team made around the furture court decision (the re-opener). They have it in writing that if we win the court case (which is likely) and when we have to start bargaining class size and comp again (that is exactly what Justice Susan Griffin said we would have to do) we will be STARTING from the 2002 levels. To make this simple to understand, I explained it to my friends using a number line. With this new language, the BCTF starts the next round of bargaining at say a 50. The government will want us to go to 10 or 15, and we'll compromise and end up maybe 25. But WITHOUT that language, we would have started bargaining at a 10 and only gone down from there. So I do believe it is the best deal possible, it still factors in the biggest issue (from my perspective), we do not lose the important gains of the past, and most importantly, everyone gets to go back to school.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 PM Mam Rose, I appreciate your point of view and your courage. However, let me point out to you and the readers that a decision at the BC supreme court might not turn out the way teachers anticipate. We all know that judges are appointed and who does the appointing? "All justices of the BCSC (including the position of Chief Justice and Associate Chief Justice) are appointed by the federal cabinet, on recommendation of the Minister of Justice. Masters are appointed by the provincial cabinet, on recommendation of the Attorney General in consultation with the Chief Justice." (Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Supreme_Court_of_British_Columbia) Now, I would like to think that all of those people are objective, but they are appointed and we know that there are political appointments. They have a lot of discretion over the laws and judgments. I am willing to bet that the BC Liberals do know this and are betitng the farm (or do they know something we don't know) that the Supreme Courts are stacked against teachers? So, I am not sure if we can count on a WIN if we proceed with the court ruling. I think we would be better to negotiate and negotiate a better deal.Delete Reply retaSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:57 AM Yes...no...yes...no...The last two days have been this. I’ve read so many articles and comments over the past few months and, I can say, I have learned a lot. I know this is not a great deal for teachers right now. I will be voting yes. This is why… 1. The children. Without going into the multiple issues (e.g., grad, post secondary, trades, sports, global education/trips, planned activities, those with varying degrees of special needs, those that need a soft place to land, etc., etc.) the children need to get on with their education. 2. The parents. For many parents, this strike is a financial burden. We do not like to be called baby sitters, but for many living below the poverty line, school is a financial relief. Winter is coming; gas bills will be expensive. 3. Poverty. Remember, BC has the highest child poverty rate in Canada. Schools feed and clothe numerous children. 4. The other systems educators work collaboratively with. MFCD, CYMH, foster parents, group homes, and the multitude of non-profit agencies that support vulnerable children and families are bursting at the seams. We are a part of that team. 5. CUPE. While some have been paid during this strike, that money is coming from districts. It was not provided by the government. And, CUPE is a partner in education - from the bus drivers to the tech dept to custodians to secretaries to EAs and so on. 6. Small Businesses. In our little towns, the school district is the number one employer. There is a direct cause-effect relationship between loss of wage and loss of business. 7. Money. The amount of money that is needed to reverse the erosion of the public education system over numerous years cannot be recouped in one sitting. This agreement is a start. It’s not much but the stage has been set. 8. THE COURT CASE. That is why we were on strike. All the other stuff could have been resolved months ago, but our government was working hard to make the court case go away. Well, it still exists. I consider that the victory. We live to fight another day (as rhetorical as that sounds) AND I hope people actually read the ruling and think critically about how a loss could impact the future of the Charter of Rights, and the power of government to contravene those rights. I am guessing we will vote to ratify as so many fear “what’s next?” from this government. It’s nasty business, and I think legislation would be next. VALUING PUBLIC EDUCATION needs to come from a STRONG, CONSISTENT public voice. If we do ratify the agreement, and those in the profession and public think we've given up, we have not. We’ve been fighting for years. We just haven’t been heard… until now. ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:21 AM I understand your point of view, but sometimes you have to fight to get what you want. This is a VERY bad deal, considering: Other people get on average 2.5% salary increases last year and this year and the next and the rest of us get 1% and must feel happy if we do.? (https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html) THIS DEAL is a horrendously BAD deal for kids/parents as well, of course. We are going to continue to be humiliated and be the laughing stock of many people of this province. After a decade of paycuts, WOW, this is what they are willing to offer! WOW! WOW! WOW!Delete Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:30 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Reply Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:37 PM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:08 PM Let's cross our fingers! I think we need a general strike by all unions if CC legislates teachers back. It is time to put the foot down and tell her and the Liberals that, as in the movie Network,"I am mad as hell and I won't take it anymore!"Delete Reply Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 8:26 PM Needs help on some stats for an online debate Looking for the last 10 or 15 years of contractual salary increases in %. So, 1% for 2001, 0% for 2002,...ReplyDelete Children FirstSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:00 PM Well it's all done now. Really hope the teacher's can find another angle to deal with class size and composition as well as student funding. The government will make sure the coming court case never swings your way no matter what. 2nd most expensive place to live in the the world!!! Wonder why and where the money goes??? ReplyDelete AnonSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 PM I'm an outsider, but have followed closely this whole fiasco and this is a RAW deal. Your union hung you out to dry on this one - taking a really bad deal (clearly no one from the BCTF had rudimentary math skills in their toolbox) and then publicly encouraging to the media that teachers accept the deal....what choice did you have - a no vote would have outraged the public. I could go on and on, but the bottom line, in my opinion, is that your union better get some stronger leaders who are PR and technology savvy. Out with Iker and the rest of those who bargained on your behalf - they just got ......well , we know that happened. Whew, can't even believe how screwed you got, absolutely amazing - nothing meaningful gained in the big picture and only very minor gains for a small group of people, bigger losses for the majority.. Wow - I better stop now. Best of luck. Thanks for all you do for our children. ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ▼  September (9) Reflections on the BC Teacher Strike BC Teacher strike - Lessons learned Response to Sandy Garossino Will the Education Fund improve classroom conditio... Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Class composition: a human rights perspective Class size and composition - a short visual histor... Guest post - I WILL HOLD THE LINE Teachers - let your leadership know it is time to ... ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=14262&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 20, Number 2, October 2007 On being well: Wellness is caring about… By Julia Johnson So what is it you care about? If you consider this question, your response might be that you care for your job; that you are happy you are teaching. With that you begin to have thoughts of how you want to be the best you can be at what you do, so you will achieve some measure of success. Somewhere along this path you hope you will be acknowledged in some way for your efforts perhaps by colleagues or parents. Maybe devoting your life to your work is not your central focus, but a means to an end and the thing you care about is the person you have chosen as a life-time partner; the person who knows your dreams, listens to your stories, values your opinion, provides you with love and encouragement during stressful or upsetting times; the person who knows your strengths and weaknesses, and continues to be there for you. Those of you who are altruistic may have an unselfish concern for the welfare of others. You find yourself caring for the homeless, for those who live in poverty, for those who suffer social or political injustice. And in your caring you become an advocate; your speaking becomes the voice of dissent, the voice demanding change, the voice of hope for the less fortunate. Perhaps your concern is for the environment and you care that the earth’s resources are being depleted, that global warming threatens the survival of the human and animal kingdom, that consumerism and global capitalism is ecologically and socially unsustainable. In your caring you attempt to "walk the talk" of your convictions by living more simply and consuming less, hoping your life’s choices will lessen your imprint on the earth. If you are a parent perhaps what you care about is your family, your children and your dreams for them. You want them to be healthy and happy. You hope they will value learning, fulfil their aspirations, and be safe wherever they go. At no time in your caring do you envision they will harm themselves or others, and when they do you wonder where you went wrong. The Dalai Lama has called the 20th Century "a century of violence" and in the aftermath of the VTEC shootings one is left to ponder this perspective. It is the conviction of the Dalai Lama that "The key to creating a better and more peaceful world is the development of love and compassion for others." If we listen to the testimonials of those who have been responsible for school or workplace massacres we hear that their pain, their isolation, their perceived lack of "love and compassion" from others were some of the reasons they were driven to commit these atrocities. Definitely, the lack of love and compassion, the feeling of exclusion, would contribute to an unhealthy perspective on life. The development of love and compassion for others would definitely help bring about a better and more peaceful world. The question becomes how to create a peaceful world, how to extend love and compassion to others, and how to make this a reality. For me, the answer is in understanding that we can’t have love and compassion for others when we do not have it for ourselves. Teaching our children from the time of their birth that the body they are given is a gift; that it is their responsibility to care for this body because it shelters their heart, mind, and soul; that this body will be their means to express their creative spirit that will maximize their potential is the key. Endowed with the responsibility of caring for and looking after their bodies, children learn they are entrusted to make choices that protect the gift they have been given and with that comes a respect and an acquired pride for the wise choices they make to stay healthy. When children learn to make healthy lifestyle choices for themselves they create the consequence of extending that care and compassion toward others and toward the decisions they will make as adults that affect the social, economic, and political well-being of humanity and the physical well-being of the earth. Caring that begins at the individual level sets in motion a wellness journey where personal peace is found, where world peace is the destination, and where preservation of the planet and life on it, is the reward. Julia Johnson, a retired learning resource teacher in Quesnel, is a BCTF PD wellness associate. livingjewels@shaw.ca)
(20141007,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/?file=,BC Teachers' Federation  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development   Thank you Picket pics Teachers’ Voices on the Line We support teachers Did you know? Fair deal fair deal brochure This brochure highlights the facts behind teachers’ goals at the bargaining table. Let's keep up the call for more education funding to meet kids' needs. Contact information for Mayors and City Councillors, MLAs, and school trustees. News Items BC teachers ratify agreement, end strike Members of the BC Teachers’ Federation have voted to ratify the agreement-in-committee reached on Tuesday, September 16, 2014, with the government’s bargaining agent, the BC Public School Employers’ Association. In a province-wide vote conducted on September 18, a total of 31,741 teachers cast ballots and 27,275 voted yes, 86%. BCTF Factum for Court of Appeal  Here is the BCTF’s Factum that will be presented before the BC Court of Appeal, October 14-16, 2014. The government has claimed public interest immunity over cabinet documents. Consequently, all references to cabinet documents have been redacted. The need for redactions is an ongoing issue that will be decided by the Court of Appeal. BC Supreme Court Ruling on Bills 28 and 22 January 27, 2014: an historic day for public education and labour rights in BC. The BC Supreme Court reaffirmed that provincial legislation limiting teachers’ bargaining rights is unconstitutional, restored collective agreement provisions stripped in 2002, and ordered the province to pay $2 million in damages plus court costs. Twitter Feed Tweets from https://twitter.com/BCTeachersFed/bctf-list About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=27940,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 25, Number 1, September 2012   Classified ads  TRAVEL/VACATION TRANQUIL SEASIDE retreat. Quadra Island. Full facilities and Internet. Serene mountain and oceanview. www.otterhouse.ca  WHISTLER condo. Sleeps 4, views, close to village, 604-943-9423, preddyplace@telus.net  SUNSHINE COAST modern 2 bdrm waterfront cottage. Winter/Summer rates. “Google” A cottage at Secret Cove. fjbishop@gmail.com, 604-885-0651. MAUI HAWAII, Great S. Kihei location, 1 bdrm. with ocean view, across the street from great beaches. For more information 209-599-5248 or www.maui342.com  FRANCE. Ultimate vacations, privately owned, beautiful furn. 1 bdrm. central Paris. Wkly/mthly. 604-738-1876, 604-879-4936, irene.roland@gmail.com, www.ultimateparis.com  SOUTH OF FRANCE villa in lively, lovely market town of Limoux. 4 bdrms. Sleeps 8. 2 bathrooms. All mod cons. Near lake and river swimming and historic Carcassonne. Great rates. Deep discounts for long-term, off-season. www.southoffrancerental.com  MAUI, KIHEI, Privately owned, fully furn. 2 bdrm, 2 bath condo, across from Kamaole Beaches. Great complex, Great location. 250-598-6955. WATERFRONT CONDO Birch Bay, WA. 2 bdrm, 2 bath, for week or weekend rentals. Complex has indoor pool, hot tub, games room. $150/ night or $900/wk (plus $50 cln. fee), birchbay rentals.com or call Teresa@ 604-831-4080. THE ADVENTURE TRAVEL COMPANY. Tour, cycle, trek, walk, volunteer, ciulture and more! As an individual, family, or group—we have the perfect adventure for you! Call Laura or Amy at 604-659-2887, e-mail: broadway@atcadventure.com, www.atcadventure.com  FOR RENT/EXCHANGE VANCOUVER Clean, bright, quiet, centrally located condos at Robson & Bute. 1 bdrm. $95. daily/wkly/mthly rates. 604-608-4268. dbemc@hotmail.com  ELGIN PARK, SURREY Beautiful carriage house, $900 incl. all utilities. Hollis_9@hotmail.com  MISCELLANEOUS VARIETY – THE CHILDREN’S CHARITY Working with children is your passion. Leaving a legacy to Variety in your Will for BC’s kids is your gift of a lifetime. There are estate planning benefits too. Contact Peter Chipman or Paul Spelliscy for information. Toll free 310-KIDS (5437) or 604-320-0505 or e-mail peter.chipman@variety.bc.ca  HOME-BASED TUTORING Referral Agency. Immediately awarding franchises in the Fraser Valley, Vancouver Island, Okanagan and Prince George. Good income, flexible lifestyle, proven system. 1-877-ITS EASY or visit: www.schooliseasy.com  SCHOOL TATTOOS temporary tattoos printed with your school’s art. Free Graphic Service and Free Tattoo Proof. Website: www.schooltattoos.ca, E-mail: info@schooltattoos.ca or call 613-567-2636. FIELD TRIP. Book a Burns Bog field trip today! A two-hour guided tour costs $150 per class of up to 30 pupils. Visites guidées en français aussi! Buy For Peat’s Sake, our educator’s resource guide to peatlands. www.burnsbog.org, 604-572-0373, info@burnsbog.org  TILING & PAINTING. Want to get the job done right? Call Vito. Glass and slate specialist. Indoor, outdoor painting. Serving the Vancouver area since 1996. www.tile-rific.ca or call 604-831-4013. RETIRING? Stay connected by presenting school programs at the Fraser River Discovery Centre. All the teaching fun without the prep and admin work! www.fraserriverdiscovery.org  SPORT UNIFORMS (numbers, names, logos) custom t-shirts, embroidery. allieddezign.com, maria@allieddezign.com   AGRI-TOURISM – Classroom in the Corn and Pumpkin time. Anti-bullying theme story “Spookley the Square Pumpkin.” Contact Chilliwack Corn Maze for tour options in the fall and spring. 604-845-7771 or info@chilliwackcornmaze.com  TEACHERS’ TUTORING SERVICE is looking for qualified high school teachers for one-to-one in-home tutoring in all areas of Metro Vancouver. Teachers must be BC Ministry of Education certified. For more information and to apply online, visit “Join Our Service” page at www.tutor.bc.ca . TTS is a non-profit society. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media jthornthwaite last tweet "MLA @douglas_horne thanking @colemancountry for his work w/ housing for BC @LindaReimerMLA @bcliberals http://t.co/zR6bdVGcRI" @jthornthwaite - 02:03am Follow @jthornthwaite BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13552,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 20, Number 1, September 2007 United Nations International Day of Peace, September 21, 2007 By Sam Fillipoff All United Nations (UN) countries have agreed that September 21, the International Day of Peace (IDP), should be observed as a global cease-fire and a day of peace and non-violence. The IDP was established by a UN resolution in 1981 to promote the ideals of peace and to give positive evidence of the UNs commitment to peace in all viable ways. The International Day of Peace provides an opportunity for individuals, organizations, cities, and nations to create practical acts of peace. Experience has shown us that during our lives, unique opportunities present themselves to make a fundamental difference for positive peaceful change. We only need to recognize them and then have the courage to act. Here are a few examples from the City of Vancouver: Green Peace originated in Vancouver in the early 1970s with the sole intent of stopping nuclear atmospheric testing in the Pacific Ocean by the United States, France, and Britain. The Phyllis Cormack, a refitted fish boat, sailed from Vancouver on September 15, 1971, with a crew of visionaries and dreamers to confront US nuclear tests on Amchitka Island in the Alaskan panhandle. They succeeded!   In the 1980s, David Suzuki, a geneticist, began writing and leading the discourse for environmental protection and conservation. He went on to host the TV series The Nature of Things. Today, the David Suzuki Foundation is globally recognized as a beacon of hope for a world threatened by environmental problems, climate change, and looking for solutions for a sustainable future.   Also in the 1980s, Vancouver City Council encouraged citizens to Walk for Peace and voted to declare Vancouver a "Nuclear Weapons Free Zone"earning the city the United Nations designation of Peace Messenger City in 1986. Vancouver and British Columbia have a rich history and tradition for peace and social justice activism. The first World Peace Forum (WPF) assembled in Vancouver from June 23 to 28, 2006, to discuss: "Cities and Communities: Working together to end war and build a peaceful, just, and sustainable world." The 5,000 participants from across the world and from all walks of life concluded that a world without war is achievable. They issued the 2006 Vancouver Appeal for Peace that outlined eight major themes that would bring an end to war. One of those themes stated: "We will educate our children and youth to cultivate cultures of peace and non-violence." The Winter 2007 issue of Our Schools, Our Selves dedicated the volume to "Teaching for a Culture of Peace." A feature story described a peace education project titled "Acts of Transformation: from War Toys to Peace Art" and called it the media star of the show in the buildup to the World Peace Forum. Children turning in their war toys captured symbolically the whole idea of transformation that is necessary for peace. The Museum of Anthropology at the University of BC organized workshops for students, teachers, and artists, and exhibited their War Toys to Peace Art along with childrens Peace Art from Uganda and schools in BC. The War Toys to Peace Art project left a lasting physical legacy for a culture of peace for the children who participated. The United Nations General Assembly declared 2001 to 2010 an International Decade for a Culture of Peace and Non-violence for the children of the world, 2001 to 2010. All of the Nobel Peace prize Laureates have signed a declaration of support for actions that will achieve success for this decade and its objectives. They stated: "Together we can transform the culture of war and violence into a culture of peace and non-violence. This demands the participation of everyone. It gives young people and future generations values that can inspire them to shape a world of dignity and harmony, a world of justice, solidarity, liberty, and prosperity." This decade ends in 2010, the year the Winter Olympics are in Vancouver. This presents a wonderful opportunity to graft Acts of Transformation: from War Toys to Peace Art as a participatory peace education activity for children in BC, Canada, and perhaps even the world, onto the stalk of the Olympic truce. This would be a wonderful legacy for the Olympic Games and the International Decade for Culture of Peace and Non-violence for the children of the world. Please consider starting to organize, participate, and cultivate a culture of peace and non-violence for the children in your school, community, or city on September 21, 2007, the UN International Day of Peace. A teaching resource guide, Acts of Transformation: from War Toys to Peace Art, is available from the BC Teachers Federation Lesson Aids to assist you. A DVD is also available to show childrens involvement in the War Toys to Peace Art Project. Allowing children to play with war toys suggests to them that adults approve of violent play. War toys imply that war is an exciting game and that killing is okay, even fun. Human Rights Watch and Amnesty International report that more than 500,000 children under 18 years of age have been recruited into government armed forces, para-militaries, civil militia, and a variety of non-state armed groups in more than 85 countries. At any one time, more than 300,000 of these children are actively fighting as soldiers. Whether recruited or abducted to join armies, many of these children have witnessed, or taken part in, unbelievable acts of violence, often against their own families or communities. The Canadian Army is recruiting children 16 years of age in our schools. They are offering secondary school credits and salaries for children to enlist. Lets help put an end to child soldiers on this planet. Ask your children and students to surrender their war toys to be transformed into peace art. Consider concluding the project on November 11. That was the date that was supposed to end all wars. Recall the words of Margaret Mead: "Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful committed citizens can change the world; indeed, its the only thing that ever does." Sam Fillipoff is a retired Vancouver teacher. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11916&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2000 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 13, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 2000 Teachers seek constructive solution to looming shortage by Nancy Knickerbocker There’s no doubt that change causes stress, but resisting change causes even greater stress. “It’s like the cartoon character Dilbert says, ‘Change is good. You go first!’” Dennis VanRoekel had teachers chuckling as he began his keynote address to a conference of the Canadian Teachers’ Federation, but it was all leading up to a serious question: “What are we willing to change to deal with the demographic challenges facing our profession?” VanRoekel, a former high school math teacher, is now the secretary-treasurer of the National Education Association, the largest union in the United States, with more than two million members. He was speaking to about 170 teacher union leaders and staff who met in Ottawa October 14—16 to explore ramifications of the impending teacher shortage upon bargaining, communications, and professional development issues. A CTF survey conducted just prior to the conference revealed some disturbing trends. For example, more than two-thirds of Canada’s school boards will have trouble signing general and specialized teachers next fall. All provinces have shortages, especially in science, math, technology, and speech therapy. Three-quarters of Canadian school boards had difficulty attracting substitute teachers in the past school year. VanRoekel spoke of the crucial need to recruit more young people into the profession and to offer them meaningful support and mentoring during their first few years in the classroom. “There is no profession in the world that treats its rookies as roughly as we do,” he said. Rising enrolment and demand for smaller class sizes have combined to create a shortage of millions of trained teachers throughout the United States. “We are starting to be successful in convincing people that class size actually counts,” he said, “but this has had a huge impact upon teacher supply and demand.” In particularly short supply are bilingual, ethnic-minority, and male elementary school teachers. “There’s a real need for understanding of diverse cultures and ethnicities, and the teaching force must reflect that diversity back to the students.” VanRoekel outlined some strategies various states use for attracting and retaining quality teachers: Advertising campaigns, web-based recruiting, substantial signing bonuses, loan-forgiveness programs to help people pay off the cost of their post-secondary studies, housing benefits, better orientation and ongoing support, and mentoring programs. Ultimately, he said, we have to change the working and learning conditions and “deal with the salary issues.” VanRoekel also expressed alarm about the increasing prevalence of non-certified teachers, especially in some of the toughest teaching assignments, in America’s largest inner-city schools. “I get absolutely incensed at the implication that anyone with a degree in mathematics could do what I do in the classroom,” he said. Indeed, recruiters from the New York City School Board were in Vancouver in October, attempting to lure B.C. teachers with promises of better salaries and generous signing bonuses. New York faces such a severe teacher shortage that it is resorting to a “teaching fellows” program to allow anyone with a university degree and a certain amount of life or employment skills to enter the classroom after a very short period of intensive teacher training. Other sessions at the conference dealt with the fact that the teacher shortage will not be felt equally in all parts of the country. David Dibbon, of Memorial University in Newfoundland, noted that “we’re living in a hyper-speed society, on Internet time,” so it’s difficult to track the rapidly changing questions of teacher supply and demand. He pointed out that traditionally oversupply of teachers has been treated as an individual problem, while a shortage is seen as an institutional problem. Dibbon’s research points to both shortage and oversupply existing at the same time, depending on geographical location and subject area. In light of all the research presented at the conference, CTF is calling for the following measures: • Increase the number of spaces in teacher training institutions. • Develop a support network for beginning teachers. • Improve working and learning conditions for teachers and students. • Fill full-time positions with the current substitute and part-time teachers. • Provide greater opportunities for in-service training. • Increase investment in public education, including better salaries. Nancy Knickerbocker is the BCTF’s media relations officer.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8012&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 6, April 2005 B.C. is back! The B.C. Liberals and their supporters have been running ads claiming "B.C. is back!" Unfortunately, they are right. Under the Liberals, B.C. has moved back. It is disturbing to realize how far back. B.C. is back to 1993, the last year the minimum wage was $6 per hour. B.C. is back to 1987, the last time there were no class-size limits for Grades 4–12. B.C. is back to 1979, the last time people had to work more than 40 hours a week without overtime. B.C. is back to 1927, the last time employers could hire 12-year-old children.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=20620&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > March 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 5, March 2010  If “we teach who we are” then who is teaching social justice? By Rhonda Philpott We do not really see through our eyes, or hear through our ears, but through our beliefs – Delpit, 1988 In the past nine years, teachers in BC schools have been using the Ministry of Education BC Performance Standards—Social Responsibility (Government of British Columbia, 2000) as a framework to guide instruction and assess student achievement in social responsibility. However, as of 2007, a new secondary school elective course, Social Justice 12 has been introduced (Government of British Columbia, 2007). Where the social responsibility standards focus mainly on caring for each other and the environment, the Social Justice 12 curriculum asks teachers and senior secondary students to engage with perspectives and issues of injustice (such as racism, heterosexism, homophobia, stereotyping, imperialism, oppression, etc.). As of September 2008, this new elective on social justice is being implemented in seven BC secondary schools and, starting September 2009, it was available for implementation in all “interested” schools. However, for one particular school district, concerns about the course content may keep this curriculum forever shelved. For this very conservative school district, discussions about issues such as homophobia and heterosexism have no place in schools. The course is just too problematic, explains [the] school district superintendent. “Some of the content is clearly controversial,” he said yesterday, speaking to homosexual references that appear in the course outline. (Hutchinson, 2008) Although I question the motivation behind this particular school district’s reasons for rejecting the Social Justice 12 curriculum, I think some interesting points have emerged through student protests (after “accidental” approval of the course by one school was withdrawn) and media probing. One thing that became evident is that students want opportunities to engage in discussions about difficult and controversial issues that ultimately affect them and the world in general. The other point that surfaced, and is of particular relevance, is the question of who will be teaching the curriculum. In a letter sent to the Ministry of Education, the superintendent of this particular school district expressed this concern, What’s more, teachers might be saddled with too much “personal bias” to teach the course effectively. Without proper training and background knowledge, teachers might mishandle the course material. The result could be counterproductive: a classroom of children “more biased and less tolerant of opposing beliefs because of misinformation.” (Hutchinson, 2008) Added to this, is the voice of the conservative BC Parents and Teachers for Life, “Although the course…will deal with many topics worthy of students’ consideration, it is—due to bias and lack of specified direction—a course which allows for the possibility of gross abuse on the part of the teacher who might choose to use it to propagandize for his own particular viewpoint” said President Ted Hewlett. (Steffenhagen, 2008) What struck me about these two newspaper excerpts, is not the undertone of community and interest groups’ obvious biases toward the curriculum content itself, but the concerns about through whose perspectives and biases these issues of social justice will be taught. Moreover, I might argue that underlying the above discourses, are concerns that Social Justice 12 will not be taught from the preferred biases and perspectives of the particular interest groups the school district or Hewlett represent. There is no denying that this curriculum, more so than other curriculum, is about examining beliefs, perspectives, values, and worldviews. So how it is taught, or from what perspective it is taught, could potentially have a profound effect (whether negative, or positive) on students’ understandings of each other and the world. So I agree, this is an issue of concern. We all hold biases, beliefs, and worldviews specific to our own experiences, interactions, and ascribed social identities/locations. However, if as Delpit (1998) argues, “we teach through our beliefs” (p. 280), then as teachers it is imperative that we are aware of those beliefs and biases and that we understand how these inform/ influence our practice. So, although I applaud the efforts of the Ministry of Education to move curriculum to a place where it could compel students to initiate social change, I am concerned that once again as teachers we might be jumping in before engaging in dialogue about the complexities this new curriculum might present. This is not to suggest we abandon this challenging and significant curriculum. On the contrary, the dissonance generated by introducing this curriculum suggests that it is in fact exactly what we need to spark a dialogue about how our beliefs and perspectives inform/influence our pedagogy. However, my fear is that all the attention will focus on this one school district’s conservative views and motivations, and as a result opportunities for all teachers, parents, students, and districts to engage in this critical dialogue might be lost. Is not the real concern here about whether or not the teachers who are implementing, or planning to implement this curriculum have indeed engaged in dialogue and self-reflection about their own personal beliefs, biases, perspectives, and worldviews? Or whether or not these teachers have engaged in dialogue and/or professional development where they have been asked to examine how their beliefs, biases, and worldviews influence how they teach a particular curriculum? Or whether or not these teachers have explored the complexities of teaching in a way that makes space for a variety of voices, perspectives, and beliefs to emerge? The concerns unearthed by this particular district’s refusal to implement the Social Justice 12 curriculum confirms why it is timely and imperative to engage practicing and prospective teachers in discussions and professional development on how they have come to understand social justice (through the experiences and discourses of family, friends, education, travel, and work). Moreover, if “we teach who we are” (Palmer, 1998) it is essential all teachers pause to reflect on how those understandings inform/influence their practice of social justice education. Rhonda Philpott is is a faculty associate in the teacher education program at Simon Fraser University.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=17418&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 4, January/February 2009  What’s happening with early learning? By Carol Johns Things seem a little different today than they did when the BCTF hosted a two-day Early Learning Issues Session, October 1–2, 2008. Hot topics were “All-Day Kindergarten and All-Day Four-Year-Olds.” A representative group of teachers and staff participated in a variety of discussions and presentations. A history of the “Primary Program” with its roots coming from the earlier Kindergarten program and the emphasis on playful learning all dovetail nicely into the recently published “Early Learning Framework” for the years before children enter the school system in Kindergarten. Supported by research, the “Primary Program” has stood the test of time and is still used by many teachers as a resource to support how we teach and how children learn in the primary years. The emphasis on teaching the “whole child” focusing on all areas of development is important. The “Kindergarten Learning Project” provides developmental continuums and resources to support teachers in documenting growth starting with language development and social responsibility, and just recently also adding reading, writing, and numeracy. A panel presentation gave the group a variety of perspectives on early learning. Joanne Schroeder from HELP at UBC described the EDI project done by all Kindergarten teachers for all their students in February of each year. Susan Kennedy from the ministry described the survey process undertaken to find out what the public thought about the all-day Kindergarten, the all-day four-year-olds, and the all-day three-year-olds proposals. She indicated that there seemed to be widespread support for all-day Kindergartens, a little less for all-day four-year-olds and a lot of questions about all-day three-year-olds, especially, if all these programs were to be housed in the school setting. She talked about the choice for parents and reassured us the programs would be developmental and play-based. Susan Lambert, BCTF first vice-president, described our concerns and thoughts about the issue and reminded us that while it may appear to be an opportunity for children we need to be cautious and make sure the implementation is well thought out with appropriate resources to support that implementation. Rita Chudnovsky, from Child Care Advocates of BC, reiterated that all children have a right to quality experiences that are similar to the public school system, and that at this time there is no system for childcare to fit into and they are interested in joining the public education system. They are suspicious about government plans because of the poor track record and past history. Transportation issues are a real concern and the care given needs to be seamless. Sheila Davidson from Early Childhood Educators echoed Chudnovsky’s concerns and talked about the possibility of EC Bachelor degrees. Later in the day, Dr. Clyde Hertzman and Dr. Lori Irwin, also from HELP, answered questions about EDI (Early Development Indicator). EDI helps to document the state of development when children reach Kindergarten. They are moving to a yearly EDI to see key trends earlier. Over 500 initiatives have developed from the EDI data that have helped children in the province. The group cautioned Hertzman and Irwin about tying their research with FSA scores and we were assured that they would use their data to contrast the Fraser Institute rankings. In the debrief from the panel discussion, many issues were raised. What would the criteria be for accepting three- and four-year-olds? How can families be part of this experience? Would daycare after school hours be addressed? There is a need to have specific facilities for Kindergarten and any younger group based on physical as well as their other developmental needs. What can we learn from other jurisdictions who have all-day Kindergarten programs? The group reviewed BCTF policy and made recommendations to delete, amend, or keep relevant policies. Some new recommendations were suggested. These will go to the BCTF Executive Committee and to other relevant groups or committees. Since our session, the ministry has become cautious about the proposed implementation of all-day Kindergarten and the initiative seems to be on hold. We will be moving forward with our recommendations and hope to have sound policy in place to support any appropriate early learning initiative. With any implementation, the key issue will be making sure adequate resources and workshops are available and that any program for young children be play-based, universally available, and developmentally appropriate. We all recognize the importance and the critical nature of the early years. We will need to continue to build strong partnerships with our early childhood communities. Carol Johns teaches at Highland Elementary School, Cranbrook.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media last tweet "" @ - 12:00am Follow @ last post "" facebook/ - Jan 1st Like Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9156,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 19, Number 1, September 2006 Social justice conference: Remembering our rights This conference on women’s struggle for justice and equality is being held on Remembrance Day weekend, November 10–12, 2006, in Creston, BC. The conference is sponsored by the BCTF Status of Women Social Justice Action Group. This is an opportunity for feminists involved in their unions and/or their communities to come together to discuss the state of the rights of women in Canada since the adoption of the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms. By bringing together women from diverse backgrounds, the goal of the conference is to develop plans and actions to improve the rights of all women. At the 49th Session of the United Nations Status of Women Commission, women from the developing world challenged those of us living in privileged countries to maintain and improve our status and rights because they need models of women’s emancipation if they are to improve their lot in their home nations. Canadian women have a responsibility to take action to ensure the rights of women worldwide. Each local teachers’ association is entitled to send one social justice activist at BCTF expense. Other BCTF members may attend at local expense. Community members may attend on a first-come, first-registered basis. The registration fee for community and additional social justice contacts is $200, which will include all breakfasts and lunches and one dinner during the conference. Subsidies for community participants will be available as funding provides. Registration is limited so please submit your on-line registration early in September when the registration will be opened. Keynote speakers confirmed to date are: Daphne Bramham, Vancouver Sun columnist, Shelagh Day, human rights activist, Carolyn Jessup, former Latter Day Saints member, and Mary Woo Sims, human rights activist. Workshops will be offered on violence against women, workplace harassment, women in closed communities, women’s rights nationally and internationally, global education, assertive communication skills, and choosing our battles and planning to win. For more information about the Remembering Our Rights conference, contact Jane Turner, Professional and Social Issues Division, BCTF, 604-871-1871 or jturner@bctf.ca. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=23772,BCTF News Releases  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources   For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development News Release Archives 2014  2013  2012    2011 2010  2009  2008 2007  2006  Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2011 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  September 13, 2011   Frustrated teachers insist on respect for Supreme Court ruling, reject government proposal that fails to restore rights or redress breach   Frustrated and disappointed by the provincial government’s unwillingness to redress the unconstitutionality of its contract-stripping legislation, the BC Teachers’ Federation is going back to Madam Justice Susan Griffin to seek clarification on her April 2011 Supreme Court ruling. The full text of the judgment is available here.   After five meetings with the government-appointed representative responsible for dealing with the repercussions of the court decision on Bills 27 and 28, the BCTF has written to Paul Straszak to halt any further discussion until after the court hearing, slated for October 11, 2011.  “Throughout these meetings we have been very clear that we expect the government to respect the Supreme Court ruling by repealing the offending legislation, restoring our constitutional bargaining rights, and returning our illegally-stripped collective agreement provisions,” said BCTF President Susan Lambert, adding that those provisions included firm class size limits, guarantees of services for students with special needs, and equitable access to skilled specialist teachers – all crucial factors in maintaining quality teaching and learning conditions. Instead, the government proposed a vague framework for discussion on a “Class Organization Fund (COF)” which, by contrast to the fair and objective processes illegally removed from the collective agreement, offers no assurance of universal access to services based on the needs of students.  “This proposed Class Organization Fund would pit classes, schools and school districts against one another in a race for scarce resources,” Lambert said.  “Ultimately it would create competition between vulnerable students for the very services they so urgently need to succeed at school. It’s profoundly unfair.” Aside from being inherently inequitable, Lambert outlined other fundamental flaws in the proposal: If teachers disagree with management about how COF funds are to be allocated, their students will receive no funding; There are no assurances as to stability of the funding from one year to the next; It is not enforceable under the collective agreement; and It in no way addresses the rights issues that were at the heart of the Supreme Court ruling. “This proposal is a tacit admission by government that more funding is needed to address class size and composition issues, and to provide services for students with special needs, ESL learners and aboriginal students,” Lambert said. “And teachers agree. But that is a completely separate issue from our successful Charter challenge, which was about asserting our constitutional right to negotiate working conditions and restoring our contract provisions which were illegally taken away.”   -  30  - For more information, contact Nancy Knickerbocker, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell). Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141006,plus.google.com,https://plus.google.com/+TrentonRay,Trenton Ray - Google+ Search Images Maps Play YouTube News Gmail Drive More Calendar Translate Mobile Books Wallet Shopping Blogger Finance Photos Videos Even more » Account Options Sign in Help Send Feedback Web History Profile Home Profile People Photos Communities Events Hangouts Pages Local Settings Feedback Help  ·  Region Privacy & Terms  ·  Maps Terms Trenton Ray 178,591 views Profile Trenton Ray 178,591 views AboutPostsPhotosVideosReviews Stream Trenton Ray commented on a video on YouTube.Shared publicly  -  2014-05-27   A WILD HOWARD COSELL APPEARS!﻿Read moreShow less 1970 Monday Night Football Intro. 2 Add a comment... Trenton RayShared publicly  -  2012-12-06   So wait.. everyone on earth gets communities and nobody gets #ingressinvite  ?﻿Read moreShow less 1 4 comments Trenton Ray + 1 2 1 Reply   See Google, Robert knows how to be a gentleman. Sadly, he has an iPhone and cannot join yet. Develop an iOS port so he can get the thirst too.﻿ Read moreShow less Add a comment... Trenton RayShared publicly  -  2012-12-01   My good deed for the weekend. You're welcome.﻿Read moreShow less By the Light of the Northern Star Týr Listen to album Listen Buy 1 1 comment Vladimir Bien-Aime + 0 1 0 Reply   Finally made a chance to listen and this is some good shit!﻿ Read moreShow less Add a comment... Trenton RayShared publicly  -  2012-11-15   Live for yourself, you will live in vain.. Live for others, you will live again.. Positive anthem. Don't be content at just listening to the words, follow the actions. Benefit mankind.. it's our purpose for being here.﻿Read moreShow less Bunny Wailer - Pass It On. 3 1 comment Bobbi Jo Woods + 0 1 0 Reply   <3﻿ Read moreShow less Add a comment... Trenton RayShared publicly  -  2012-10-12   Everyday needs more Leningrad Cowboys.﻿Read moreShow less Leningrad Cowboys & Red Army Choir - STAIRWAY TO HEAVEN - 9/11 1 2 comments Trenton Ray + 0 1 0 Reply   We could pull that off.. well, the outfits at least.﻿ Read moreShow less Add a comment... Trenton RayShared publicly  -  2012-09-06   If you live in Georgia (more specifically Atlanta area) and are looking for IT help/computer tech, got a friend who is looking for work. He's doing freelance right now but you know how freelance is, sometimes calls get light and you gotta make ends meet and you want something more stable. Here's his LinkedIn information. I appreciate it and i'm sure Robert does too. #goodguy  ﻿Read moreShow less Robert Crowder | LinkedIn linkedin.com 1 Add a comment... Trenton Ray commented on a video on YouTube.Shared publicly  -  2014-03-31   Piers Morgan, I'm looking at you.﻿Read moreShow less Father Ted - Gobshite 2 Add a comment... Trenton RayShared publicly  -  2012-12-07   via +Mike Douglas Read moreShow less Don Denton originally shared:   Why should any extravagant building be exempt from taxes?  If they have money to waste on non-functional facades, they can afford to pay property and income taxes.﻿Read moreShow less Don Denton's photos 5 1 Add a comment... Trenton RayShared publicly  -  2012-11-28   If you send me an #ingress  invite, I'll send you a video of myself playing the theme song to "The Price is Right" on an F# Native American cedar flute when I get off work. That is all.﻿Read moreShow less 3 5 comments Stefanie Unger + 0 1 0 Reply   i´ll send u a nexus for that^^﻿ Read moreShow less Add a comment... Trenton RayShared publicly  -  2012-10-16   Gov. Gary Johnson originally shared:   I'm excited to announce that I will be joining +Philip DeFranco next Monday, Oct. 22nd, to cover the Presidential Debate. http://www.youtube.com/politics﻿Read moreShow less YouTube Politics - YouTube youtube.com 3 1 Add a comment... Trenton RayShared publicly  -  2012-10-12   RIP Dennis Ritchie. One year on.﻿Read moreShow less AT&T Archives: The UNIX Operating System 5 Add a comment... Trenton RayShared publicly  -  2012-10-11   Doing an experiment to see if G+ users or Twitter users generally have better connections. This is the G+ wave. ﻿Read moreShow less Speedtest.net - G+wave speedtest.net 2 1 3 comments Trenton Ray + 0 1 0 Reply   http://www.speedtest.net/wave/efecb09393195e7c here we go.﻿ Read moreShow less Add a comment... MoreLoading... Story Tagline Enigmatic Spirit Introduction "But do not ask me where I am going,As I travel in this limitless world, Where every step I take is my home." -Dogen Zenji INFP. Enigmatic spirit. I'm a fan of obscure things, and some scure things (Isn't that the antonym to obscure?) I can recite the Desiderata from memory. I love being outdoors and visiting wild places, but I hate Texas summertimes (40C+ is not suitable for human life). I play the Native American cedar flute, and I'm a lapsed Buddhist who obsesses over hockey.  I like quotes. Here's one of my favorites. "So live your life that the fear of death can never enter your heart. Trouble no one about their religion; respect others in their view, and demand that they respect yours. Love your life, perfect your life, beautify all things in your life. Seek to make your life long and its purpose in the service of your people. Prepare a noble death song for the day when you go over the great divide. Always give a word or a sign of salute when meeting or passing a friend.. even a stranger when in a lonely place. Show respect to all people and bow to none. When you arise in the morning, give thanks for the food and for the joy of living. If you see no reason for giving thanks; the fault lies only in yourself. Abuse no one and nothing, for abuse turns the wise ones to fools and robs the spirit of its vision. When it comes your time to die, be not like those whose hearts are filled with fear of death, so that when their time comes they weep and pray for a little more time to live their lives over again in a different way. Sing your death song and die like a hero going home." - Tecumseh I am a member of the Google Peace Circle. To show your solidarity for peace on Google Plus, join the peace circle by going to plusforpeace.org and add your name with a plus one Links YouTube Trenton Ray Contributor to Get Real Hockey (current) We were unable to fetch any YouTube videos at this time. Please try again. Videos are visible only to people they've been shared with. We were unable to fetch any videos at this time. Please try again. Lehnis Railroad Museum 700 E Adams St, Brownwood, TX 76801 A fun place that too few in our community know about. Great for all ages. Appeal: Very GoodFacilities: Very GoodService: Excellent Public - a year ago reviewed a year ago Brownwood Coliseum 500 E Baker St, Brownwood, TX 76801 Public - a year ago reviewed a year ago Sweet Oasis 2607 U.S. 377, Brownwood, TX 76801 Haven't been lately (2 or 3 months) but used to go religiously. Ahmed made the best croissants on Earth and I'm sure they are still great. They had a minimum $10 for debit so take cash or order big. Food: Very GoodDecor: GoodService: Excellent Public - 2 years ago reviewed 2 years ago Runaway Train Cafe 3600 Stephen F Austin Dr, Brownwood, TX 76801 Fun atmosphere and the best reuben in town. Can get a bit crowded at noon so leave early or get there a little closer to 1pm. Food: Very GoodDecor: ExcellentService: Excellent Public - 2 years ago reviewed 2 years ago 27 reviews Coggin Park Brownwood, TX 76801 Public - a year ago reviewed a year ago Sissy's Red Wagon 401 N Main Ave, Brownwood, TX 76801 I do not see the appeal this place has with the locals aside from the fact it's very low priced. Entirely unremarkable and before they installed ventilation you felt like Moses parting a sea of cigarette smoke as you entered. Food: Poor - FairDecor: Poor - FairService: Poor - Fair Public - 2 years ago reviewed 2 years ago Rosa's Restaurant 2306 U.S. 377, Brownwood, TX 76801 Gotta have the green sauce. I go a few times a month and it's always good. The portions are large and the caldo is excellent. Great staff too. Food: ExcellentDecor: Very GoodService: Excellent Public - 2 years ago reviewed 2 years ago MoreLoading... Start a hangout)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "October is #FosterFamilyMonth. Thank you #BC for opening your homes and hearts to more than 5,900 children and youth." @John_Yap - 11:14pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/tfw/util/CSI/CSI/,Staffroom Confidential Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Sorry, the page you were looking for in this blog does not exist. Sorry, the page you were looking for in this blog does not exist. Home Subscribe to: Posts (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts All Comments Atom All Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ▼  September (9) Reflections on the BC Teacher Strike BC Teacher strike - Lessons learned Response to Sandy Garossino Will the Education Fund improve classroom conditio... Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Class composition: a human rights perspective Class size and composition - a short visual histor... Guest post - I WILL HOLD THE LINE Teachers - let your leadership know it is time to ... ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9728&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 19, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 2006 A taste of farming for classroom teachers by Julia Poole The summer institute organized by the BC Agriculture in the Classroom Foundation and set in the pristine meadows of Montfort House on Vancouver Island, not only provided teachers with the experience of hands-on farm life but with the culinary delight of farm fresh local foods as well. Engaging speakers and learning activities helped teachers to become more knowledgeable about Canada’s and BC’s farming and food production. Field trips offered first-hand opportunities to talk with the farmers who bring our food to our local markets. This program is one of the hidden treasures of teacher professional development. Chef Daniel Lesnes of Garibaldi Secondary conjured up culinary delights for each meal, connecting our learning with real-life experiences. This inspired me to bring the same experience to my students, to help them understand how our food is grown here in BC and the many hands that work together to bring food to our tables. The experience helped me understand how important it is to develop the connection between our food production and my students’ food consumption, their health, lifestyle, and job futures. The opportunity for teachers to learn about agriculture from other teachers who specialize in this field was made possible through the support and sponsorship of BC farmers and producers. The enthusiasm of Lindsay Babineau, executive director of AITC, is contagious and the results of her efforts to create a comprehensive and informative, fun-filled learning experience for teachers of BC are well worth spending some of your summer holidays to see. If you have never lived on a farm, this is one life experience you will not want to miss. The course can be taken for UBC credit through professor Gale Smith of the Home Economics and Continuing Education Department. Information and projects for classroom use can be found on the Agriculture in the Classroom web site at www.aitc.ca/bc. Julia Poole is an ICT/Applied Skills Helping Teacher, Surrey. poole_j@sd36.bc.ca.)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141003,www.facebook.com,https://www.facebook.com/careers/?ref=pf&_fb_noscript=1,Facebook Careers | Facebook For a better experience on Facebook, enable JavaScript in your browser, or switch to our mobile site. Facebook logo Email or Phone Password Keep me logged in Forgot your password? Sign Up Careers at Facebook Menlo ParkSearch Jobs Browse by team and role Browse by location University Students We’re making the world more open and connected. Want to help? Working at Facebook means doing what you love. We hire trailblazers, hackers and pioneers. We want people who can solve challenging problems, make a real impact and build something big. You should join us. For contractor opportunities at Facebook, click here. We don’t have rules. We have values. Focus on Impact To have the biggest impact, we need to focus on solving the most important problems. It sounds simple, but most companies do this poorly and waste a lot of time. We expect everyone at Facebook to be good at finding the biggest problems to work on. Move Fast We have a saying: “Move fast and break things.” The idea is that if you never break anything, you’re probably not moving fast enough. At Facebook, we’re less afraid of making mistakes than we are of losing opportunities. Be Bold We have another saying: “The riskiest thing is to take no risks.” In a world that’s changing so quickly, you’re guaranteed to fail if you don’t take any risks. We encourage everyone to make bold decisions, even if that means being wrong some of the time. Be Open We believe that a more open world is a better world. The same goes for our company. Informed people make better decisions and have a greater impact, which is why we work hard to make sure everyone at Facebook has access to as much information about the company as possible. Build Social Value Facebook was created to make the world more open and connected, not just to build a company. We expect everyone at Facebook to focus every day on how to build real value for the world in everything they do. What’s it really like to work at Facebook? Hear from our team about what we hold important and how we get things done. Show Video Link Hide Video Link https://www.facebook.com/video.php?v=409303962499445 Moving Fast: How We Built Facebook Platform Engineering Innovation: Inventing the Future of Social Make an Impact. Work at Facebook. Facebook Bootcamp Getting More Women in Tech When we say “be yourself,” we mean it. At Facebook, we value diversity on an individual level. We’re dedicated to creating an environment where people can share their own diverse backgrounds, experiences, perspectives and ideas. Facebook is proud to be an Equal Employment Opportunity and Affirmative Action employer. We do not discriminate based upon race, religion, color, national origin, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, age, status as a protected veteran, status as an individual with a disability, or other applicable legally protected characteristics. View Facebook’s Equal Employment Opportunity and Affirmative Action Policy. Click here to read Equal Employment Opportunity is the Law. Facebook participates in the E-Verify program in certain locations, as required by law. Learn more about diversity at Facebook. Browse by team and role Browse by location University Students Altoona, IA Amsterdam, Netherlands Ashburn, VA Atlanta, GA Auckland, New Zealand Austin, TX Berlin, Germany Bogotá, Colombia Boston, MA Brussels, Belgium Buenos Aires, Argentina Chicago, IL Dallas, TX Detroit, MI Dubai, United Arab Emirates Dublin, Ireland Forest City, NC Hamburg, Germany Hong Kong Hyderabad, India Jakarta, Indonesia London, United Kingdom Los Angeles, CA Luleå, Sweden Madrid, Spain Malaysia Melbourne, Australia Menlo Park, CA Mexico City, Mexico Miami, Florida Milan, Italy Mumbai, India New Delhi, India New York, NY Paris, France Prineville, OR São Paulo, Brazil Seattle, WA Seoul, South Korea Singapore Stockholm, Sweden Sydney, Australia Tel Aviv, Israel Tokyo, Japan Toronto, Canada Vancouver, Canada Warsaw, Poland Washington, DC Woodland Hills, CA Browse By Location: North America Auckland, New Zealand Hong Kong Hyderabad, India Jakarta, Indonesia Malaysia Melbourne, Australia Mumbai, India New Delhi, India Seoul, South Korea Singapore Sydney, Australia Tokyo, Japan Altoona, IA Ashburn, VA Atlanta, GA Austin, TX Boston, MA Chicago, IL Dallas, TX Detroit, MI Forest City, NC Los Angeles, CA Menlo Park, CA Miami, Florida New York, NY Prineville, OR Seattle, WA Toronto, Canada Vancouver, Canada Washington, DC Woodland Hills, CA Bogotá, Colombia Buenos Aires, Argentina Mexico City, Mexico São Paulo, Brazil Amsterdam, Netherlands Berlin, Germany Brussels, Belgium Dubai, United Arab Emirates Dublin, Ireland Hamburg, Germany London, United Kingdom Luleå, Sweden Madrid, Spain Milan, Italy Paris, France Stockholm, Sweden Tel Aviv, Israel Warsaw, Poland Software Engineering Legal, Finance, Facilities & Admin Communications & Public Policy Product Management IT & Security People & Recruiting Design & User Experience Infrastructure Data & Analytics Sales & Business Development Online Operations Marketing Mobile Find Friends Badges People Pages Places Games Locations About Create Ad Create Page Developers Careers Privacy Cookies Terms Help Facebook © 2014 · English (US))
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12650&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 1999 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 12, Number 1, September 1999 Looking Back 70 years... A boy is a living organism. He cannot be neatly classified and pigeon-holed. He varies from year to year, from day to day, even from hour to hour. He is alternately hard-boiled and sentimental, impish and angelic, sublime and ridiculous. All he needs is a chance to grow, a chance to conserve his powers and to bring out his latent talents. – The BC Teacher, October 1929 50 years... The good teacher knows, too, that the world his pupils must live in and face requires stable, well-adjusted individuals. At present it is a world characterized by fear of depression and unemployment and by international distrust and fear of war. It is a world, too, with much breakdown of family life as seen in divorce and delinquency. Only well-adjusted individuals will be able to live in and foster the improvement of such a world. – The BC Teacher, September/October 1949 30 years... “While it may be true that special classes of various types have been used as “dumping grounds” or have enrolled pupils whose needs for such services have not been carefully determined, this does not justify the recent band-wagon practice of disbanding all special classes. This has happened in some instances in B.C. where special classes have been discontinued without providing sufficient supportive services for the child to solve his emotional problems in a regular class. – The BC Teacher, September/October 1969 10 years... Poverty is a word that takes visual shape in the mind’s eye. Poverty is the urchin of Charles Dickens, or the poor but proud heroine of Louisa May Alcott. Poverty is the face on the 10 o’clock news. Poverty is the man or woman behind the shopping cart that holds salvage from garbage bins. Poverty is also in the class picture or on the playground of our school. In short, the victims of poverty are not only the unemployed but also the under-employed and underpaid, the victims of a changing economic and social structure. The children of poverty are a poignant reminder of parents’ helplessness in a world over which they have little control. According to Statistics Canada, in 1986 more than one million children were growing up in poverty. – Teacher, September 1989)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=15212,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2008 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 20, Number 5, March 2008 Teachers pass the test In local after local, teachers are standing up to those who try to direct them to attend FSA training, to mark the FSA tests, and in other ways be complicit with the government’s accountability agenda. In addition, over administrator and school district objections and against directives, teachers are exercising their constitutional rights to freedom of expression by distributing brochures about their concerns about FSA tests to parents. Below are just a few examples of what’s happening around the province. In Coquitlam, the district announced it would order teachers to mark FSAs and teachers, supported by their local, pushed back, clearly indicating their anger at such heavy-handed tactics. The school board backed down—still looking for volunteers, but not ordering anyone. In Vancouver Island North, a principal ordered teachers to attend the FSA marking training session but had to back down when the local and the BCTF argued that such work does not fall within the duties of a teacher. North Vancouver administrators will be doing all the FSA marking after the teachers and their local made it clear that teachers would not, even if ordered. In fact, most districts are not ordering teachers to mark FSAs because of the clear and strong opposition from teachers, locals, and the BCTF. In Boundary and Okanagan-Skaha, the school boards objected to the FSA brochure being distributed and both locals obtained an agreement to distribution with a few minor changes to the brochure—teachers handed it out. In Nanaimo, where teachers were ordered not to hand out the brochures via students, on the advice of the BCTF and their local, they handed them out anyway. BCTF advice is to distribute the brochures in plain envelopes if distributing via students. It is clear from the arbitration victory on freedom of expression (Munroe decision) and the Charter of Rights and Freedoms that teachers have voice and that speaking out on FSAs falls squarely in the arena of professional concerns. There is an upcoming freedom of expression arbitration in Cranbrook/Fernie about teachers distributing brochures via students; so stay tuned. It is clear that teachers oppose FSA tests and the general proliferation of testing. It is equally clear that they are prepared to exercise their professional judgment and their rights in taking action in the face of orders, directives, and other heavy-handed tactics. – Lynne Sinclair Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141008,thetyee.ca,http://thetyee.ca/Blogs/TheHook/2014/04/30/Billing-teachers-necessary-to-prevent-lengthy-strike-Peter-Came/,Billing teachers necessary to prevent lengthy strike: Peter Cameron | The Hook About Advertise Follow Support RSS Topic Aboriginal Affairs BC Election 2013 BC Politics Education Energy Environment Federal Politics Film Food Gender + Sexuality Health Housing Labour + Industry Local Economy Media Municipal Politics Music Photo Essays Podcasts Politics Rights + Justice Science + Tech Transportation Travel Urban Planning + Architecture News Culture Opinion National MediaCheck Solutions Join Craving crack civic election coverage? Help fund it... The Hook: Political news, freshly caught Billing teachers necessary to prevent lengthy strike: Peter Cameron By Katie Hyslop Published April 30, 2014 08:40 pm |  Comments   Tweet Chief negotiator for the BC Public School Employers’ Association says billing the teachers union for health benefit premiums for June is necessary to prevent another lengthy teachers strike like that of 2011/12. That administrative teachers’ strike that saw teachers refusing to meet with administrators, take part in voluntary extra curricular activities, or write report cards. The job action lasted for six and a half months until government introduced The Education Improvement Act, forcing an end to the strike. Employers' association negotiator Peter Cameron said it had a big impact on the education system overall. “Basically it was six and a half months lost in terms of moving the [education] system forward with all the education reform and new curriculum stuff,” Cameron said. He hopes to prevent that by applying pressure to the union with an estimated $5 million bill for teachers’ health and welfare benefits for June, and a cancellation of teacher pay for the June 27 administrative day. If teachers’ bargaining positions don’t change soon, the employers’ association says they will send the union an invoice for the premiums and expect first payment on June 1. If a deal is reached by the end of June, the employers’ association says they will repay the premiums cost to the union. If it isn’t, Cameron says billing could continue throughout the summer and into the fall until a deal between the two parties is reached. The BC Teachers’ Federation says the current administrative job action doesn’t impact students because teachers are still in the classroom, still taking part in extra curricular activities, and still writing report cards. For their full reaction see this story. But Cameron says refusing to meet with administrators is and continues to have an impact on students, saying teachers’ refusal to meet with administrators has an impact on how well administrators can run a school. “That inevitably has consequences in terms of program delivery,” said Cameron. “It might not be dramatic initially, but we have a document from the Delta Teachers’ Association saying people shouldn’t be planning any fieldtrips going forward because if the union moves into stage two, those field trips could happen on a day when they’re on their rotating strike days. So it’s best to be cautious and not plan any fieldtrips.” Union president Jim Iker told The Tyee earlier today that the billing was both illegal and punitive, saying it violated the essential services agreement the two sides reached with the BC Labour Relations Board. He also added teachers were still taking students on fieldtrips, but that planning could be difficult if teachers move into rotating walkouts before the school year ends. Cameron says the union may be talking about section 73 of the Labour Relations Code, which says when an essential services designation is in effect, the terms and conditions of the old collective agreement apply. This would include the employer paying for the premiums. Because the essential services designation only covers supervision outside of class time, he doesn’t think the union’s argument will stand. But Cameron admits the Labour Relations Board hasn’t ruled on the billing of unions for premiums before, which falls under section 62 of the Labour Relations Code, and he expects the union to bring the issue to the board. “Ordinarily in a strike there is an actual loss of income by the employees,” he said, adding the employers didn’t charge for May’s premiums as well because they want to give the union time to respond. “We wanted to do something that’s responsive to the fact that there’s a strike on, but also something that provides an incentive for a settlement.” Teachers and their employer are due back at the bargaining table next week, the beginning of month 15 of contract negotiations. Katie Hyslop reports on education and youth issues for The Tyee Solutions Society. Follow her on Twitter. Find more in: Education, Labour + Industry and BC Politics   Tweet Previous: Employer to bill teachers for benefits if deal isn't reached What have we missed? What do you think? We want to know. Comment below. Keep in mind: Do: Verify facts, debunk rumours Add context and background Spot typos and logical fallacies Highlight reporting blind spots Ignore trolls Treat all with respect and curiosity Connect with each other Do not: Use sexist, classist, racist or homophobic language Libel or defame Bully or troll Troll patrol. Instead, flag suspect activity. Please enable JavaScript to view the comments powered by Disqus. comments powered by Disqus Browse by topic Aboriginal Affairs BC Election 2013 BC Politics Education Energy Environment Federal Politics Film Food Gender + Sexuality Health Housing Labour + Industry Local Economy Media Municipal Politics Music Photo Essays Podcasts Politics Rights + Justice Science + Tech Transportation Travel Urban Planning + Architecture Got feedback? Hot story tips? Zip them to our editor! Email here. The Hook Most Recent LNG a chance, not a windfall, says BC throne speech Postmedia could soon own almost every English newspaper in Canada. What could possibly go wrong? VIEW: Voting for your principles is 'strategic voting' Petition opposes BC's 'potential muzzling' of non-profits More troubles for BC's big LNG plans   Daily Weekly   The Hook Most Recent LNG a chance, not a windfall, says BC throne speech Postmedia could soon own almost every English newspaper in Canada. What could possibly go wrong? VIEW: Voting for your principles is 'strategic voting' Petition opposes BC's 'potential muzzling' of non-profits More troubles for BC's big LNG plans   The Tyee Most Recent Can 'Cuisine' Make a Better School Lunch? French kids eat like adults, and learn about food in the classroom. Should ours? Second in a series. How Much Do You Trust Canada's Wireless Giants? The Big Three keep waving off new measures to foster greater competition. Don't Give Postmedia More Local Monopolies Here's an idea for the Competition Bureau: promote competition. Inside the $316-Million Postmedia-Quebecor Deal A merger two years in the making tests Canada's competition laws yet again. Private Security Outnumber Border Services in Big Cities CBSA outsourcing under the microscope as custody death inquest concludes. Browse Stories by Topic Aboriginal Affairs BC Election 2013 BC Politics Education Energy Environment Federal Politics Film Food Gender + Sexuality Health Housing Labour + Industry Local Economy Media Municipal Politics Music Photo Essays Podcasts Politics Rights + Justice Science + Tech Transportation Travel Urban Planning + Architecture About The Tyee National Pool Contributors Advertise Contact Funding Jobs Master Classes Privacy Policy Submissions Support The Tyee News Culture Opinion National Mediacheck Solutions Video Publications Tyee News Weekly Archives The Hook Other BC Blogs Reported Elsewhere Steve Burgess Murray Dobbin Michael Geist Crawford Kilian Rafe Mair Andrew Nikiforuk Shannon Rupp Bill Tieleman Dorothy Woodend Follow The Tyee Subscribe by email Subscribe by RSS Tyee Mobile App Managed Hosting by Gossamer Threads × Share article via email Send this article to: Your email address: Your message: Would you like to receive The Tyee's headlines free by email? Yes, every day. Yes, once a week. I already subscribe. No, thanks. Submit Show form again » Close)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/local34/index.html,Welcome to ADTA Website       Last Updated: September 25, 2014 Â Â Â                                                                                                                   Credit-Non Credit Application Information Due to the teachers strike, the deadline for application to the Credit/Non Credit fund has been extended to Tuesday, October 21, 2014 @ 4:00 pm   For information regarding Professional Development including upcoming PD workshops,  please click on the button below     Pacific Blue Cross New Standardized Plan The best source of information for members continues to be the PBC micro site for teachers at www.pac.bluecross.ca/teachers/  Members will find explanations, forms, and instructions for online claims, link, and a FAQ on the micro site.   For further information on Pacific Blue Cross, please click the following link PACIFIC BLUE CROSS HOME PAGE     Copyright © Abbotsford District Teachers' Association. All Rights Reserved.)
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(20141008,thetyee.ca,http://thetyee.ca/Opinion/2014/07/31/Ebola-Outbreak/,Ebola Outbreak: This Is Just the Prequel | The Tyee About Advertise Follow Support RSS Topic Aboriginal Affairs BC Election 2013 BC Politics Education Energy Environment Federal Politics Film Food Gender + Sexuality Health Housing Labour + Industry Local Economy Media Municipal Politics Music Photo Essays Podcasts Politics Rights + Justice Science + Tech Transportation Travel Urban Planning + Architecture News Culture Opinion National MediaCheck Solutions Join Craving crack civic election coverage? Help fund it... Opinion Ebola Outbreak: This Is Just the Prequel Pay attention, for West Africa's crisis is the first of many we'll have to deal with. By Crawford Kilian, 31 Jul 2014, TheTyee.ca   Tweet Ebola: a harbinger of future outbreaks and a test of how well Canada will do against worse infections. Photo: CDC. For Viruses, Air Travel Ushers in a Golden Age Like SARS and H5N1, 'chikungunya' won't be the last world-touring outbreak. How MERS Could Topple the House of Saud, and Beyond It's not the virus alone, but how Gulf rulers have handled it, that's a threat. Surfing a Swine Flu News Tsunami The blogosphere erupts with a topic gone viral. Read more: Health, The other day, Victoria doctor Azaria Marthyman came home from a stint at a hospital in Liberia and put himself in voluntary quarantine. He'd been working with a medical missionary group, Samaritan's Purse, as the West African Ebola outbreak worsened. Two of his American colleagues had come down with Ebola. While Dr. Marthyman had no symptoms, he wasn't taking any chances of passing Ebola on to others. It was a sensible precaution in an age of global travel. Ebola is not, in itself, a serious threat outside West Africa. But it's a harbinger of future outbreaks and a test of how well Canada will do against worse infections. We've already had a couple of imported-disease scares this year. Last winter, a Red Deer nurse came home to Canada from a visit to China and died here of H5N1 avian flu. And in the early stages of the current Ebola outbreak, a Canadian mining engineer came home from Liberia with a suspicious fever, giving Saskatoon an anxious day or two. Ebola is a minor disease. On a typical day, malaria kills more people than Ebola has killed (around 2,000) since it was first identified back in 1976. But Ebola is in the news because it's a classic "McGuffin," the plot gimmick for an exciting story. Malaria may sicken and kill far more people around the world, but we've developed psychological immunity to it. Ebola gets past our defences: it may make you bleed from all your orifices, it's most contagious when people care for the victim or the corpse, and it can kill anywhere up to 90 per cent of the people it infects.  The present outbreak, beginning early this year, gave us an opening hook: the small beginning. In an obscure corner of an obscure country, a disease had shown up where it had no business being. But it was so lethal that if it spread countless people would be at risk. So Ebola raised the stakes, and in any worthy story high stakes are important. A story is also anecdotal evidence for a particular view of the world: that cheaters never prosper, that the good guy gets the girl, that our side is always victorious. Sometimes we'll cling to that view even if it costs us our lives. For most of us in the west, Ebola is anecdotal evidence for the superiority of western medicine and public health principles. For many West Africans, however, Ebola is anecdotal evidence that the west and their own ruling elites have launched another attack on them. After all, with centuries of slavery and economic exploitation to look back on, Africans can be forgiven for seeing Ebola as still more exploitation -- if not directly by westerners, then by their own western-oriented government officials. And they have their own cultural norms for health issues and treatment of the dead. So when families with machetes invade hospitals to kidnap their ailing relatives, and young men throw stones at ambulances, they do so to try to maintain their values and therefore their identities. They are so alienated from their governments that Liberia's president and other West African officials have trouble persuading them that Ebola is a real disease instead of a scam -- like environmentalists arguing with global-warming deniers. Each side has its own story, and is sticking to it. Tension racheting A suspenseful plot involves a series of increasingly serious problems with unforeseeable outcomes. So we watched Ebola arise in eastern Guinea, then turn up in Conakry. Then Liberia started reporting cases. Sierra Leone seemed mysteriously exempt, but Ebola turned up there as well, and now has more cases than anyone else. The threat to healthcare workers ratcheted up the tension: caregivers armoured themselves like warriors, and like warriors they fell anyway. Some fled their hospitals, or went on strike, or endured rock-throwing mobs. In the last few days Liberia lost its senior doctor, Samuel Brisbane, to Ebola, and Sierra Leone's lone virologist, Sheik Umar Khan, died of it after saving scores of victims. The stakes rose again when a Liberian-American official named Patrick Sawyer caught a plane to Lagos, Nigeria, not long after his sister had died of Ebola. By the time he landed he was seriously ill, and in a couple of days he was dead. The present hot zone is a small, poor country. Nigeria is big. If Ebola were to get into the 20+ million residents of Lagos, it might become unstoppable. With vast oil wealth and equally vast poverty, Nigeria would undergo a severe test of its social values -- and just at a time when it has trouble enough. In the same week that Sawyer died, so did 110 people in a provincial bombing, apparently an assassination attempt against a local official. Meanwhile, Boko Haram rules in the northeast.  Outbreaks can even cripple the healthy That's what always worries me about any outbreak: the harm it does to those who don't catch whatever disease it might be. They lose income, and they often lose what little faith they have in the ability of their government to deal with the problem. The local politicians, like those in West Africa, just insult one another and create still more distrust in government. West Africa is already feeling the economic impact of Ebola. Two major regional airlines have simply stopped into Sierra Leone, Guinea, and Liberia. Liberia has partially sealed its border, mostly to try to stop travel in the backwoods, where people routinely cross it to shop and trade. The rest of the world feels the impact too. International humanitarian agencies have to get out their begging bowls for yet another Good Lost Cause; they know relief efforts will be underfunded and the problem left to fester: violence, the loss of social capital, sick and malnourished kids stunted for life, demoralized communities, and still more outbreaks of opportunistic infection exploiting the problem. An insurance policy But the outbreak is not going to spread around the world the way H1N1 influenza did in 2009. Ebola, like the more exotic bird flus, is actually hard to catch. It requires direct physical contact with a patient's bodily fluids, or items like bedsheets containing such fluids. It has tended to spread in African cultures that value "bush meat" like apes and bats that carry the virus. And if those cultures also value physically touching the bodies of their dead as part of funeral rituals, people are at risk. In North America, most people can barely bring themselves to look at dead people, let alone touch them. Nor is bush meat a delicacy. Governments around the world now have "Ebola jitters"; from Hong Kong to North Caroline, they've been testing for the disease (and getting only negative results). This is a good training experience, like the MERS cases that arrived from Saudi Arabia earlier this year. If a genuine Ebola case arrives in some distant airport, officials may get a rush of adrenaline, but they'll likely have the case in isolation within minutes. Even the false alarms will be instructive. Equipped with such experience, countries around the world will be better prepared for the inevitable outbreaks to come. Perhaps the likeliest is yet another variation of influenza, but outbreaks of completely new diseases can't be ruled out. As we saw in the 2003-04 SARS outbreak, Canada is highly vulnerable to such outbreaks. SARS taught us to be alert to such threats. Similarly, the first H5N1 back in 1997 led Hong Kong to set up the Centre for Health Protection, a model for both good disease surveillance and superb health communication. Canadian-trained health experts are working around the world, from Margaret Chan, director of the World Health Organization, to any number of national officials. One way we might contribute to smothering future outbreaks would be to train still more promising African, Asian, and Latin American healthcare workers. Quite apart from the goodwill this would earn us, it would be an insurance policy against some emerging disease that might be as deadly as Ebola but as contagious as seasonal flu. And that would be a happier ending than we are likely to see with the current Ebola story. Read more: Health, Crawford Kilian is a contributing editor of The Tyee.   Tweet What have we missed? What do you think? We want to know. Comment below. Keep in mind: Do: Verify facts, debunk rumours Add context and background Spot typos and logical fallacies Highlight reporting blind spots Ignore trolls Treat all with respect and curiosity Connect with each other Do not: Use sexist, classist, racist or homophobic language Libel or defame Bully or troll Troll patrol. Instead, flag suspect activity. Please enable JavaScript to view the comments powered by Disqus. comments powered by Disqus LNG a chance, not a windfall, says BC throne speech Postmedia could soon own almost every English newspaper in Canada. What could possibly go wrong? VIEW: Voting for your principles is 'strategic voting' Petition opposes BC's 'potential muzzling' of non-profits More troubles for BC's big LNG plans Tirade at Tyee by immigration minister's top aide analyzed tweet by tweet Government slow to respond to FOIs? No need to tell Bob Mackin Converting ferries to LNG will save money, reduce fares: CEO See more » Tyee Video Picks Submitted by Tyee staff, Today Last chance to see 'The Vancouver Asahi' baseball story at VIFF. Where do these videos come from? From you. Suggest one here! Most Popular Can 'Cuisine' Make a Better School Lunch? What I Saw with a German Tour of the Oilsands Don't Give Postmedia More Local Monopolies First Nations 'Front and Centre Now': Pierre Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign How Much Do You Trust Canada's Wireless Giants? Christy Clark's No Pro at LNG Poker BC Filmmaking Duo Passes the Acid Test For Kids, the Meal Is the Message Most Emailed Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign For Kids, the Meal Is the Message Understanding Harper's Evangelical Mission Who'd Be a School Trustee in 2014? Why New Euro-Canada Treaty Is a Gift to Oil Firms BC Filmmaking Duo Passes the Acid Test We Must Heed Naomi Klein's Call China Deal Trumps Province, First Nations on Energy Projects: Treaty Expert Fired Researcher Who Killed Self Was Evaluating Drug Backed by Clark Climate Warriors Must Forge Stronger Alliances, Now Reported Elsewhere Postmedia could soon own almost every English newspaper in Canada (via DeSmog) Petronas CEO warns of 15-year delay to BC LNG project (via G&M) BC government apologizes for firing worker who later killed himself (via the Victoria Times-Colonist) From Tibet to Taiwan, China's outer regions watch Hong Kong protests intently (via the New York Times) It's a shame Jean-Claude Duvalier died a free man, says ex-UN prosecutor (via CBC News) Vancouver's cabbies take aim at Uber (via The Province) Keurig's coffee supremacy challenged by Canadian firm (via Yahoo! News) North and South Korea 'agree to talks' (via BBC News) See more » Your BC: The Tyee's Photo Pool Join The Tyee's Flickr group » View previous selections » Most Commented What I Saw with a German Tour of the Oil Sands (132 comments) Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign (76 comments) 'The Environment Is the Economy': MP Weston (106 comments) Fired Researcher Who Killed Self Was Evaluating Drug Backed by Clark (57 comments) Climate Warriors Must Forge Stronger Alliances, Now (53 comments) ISIS Threat: Let's Refuse to be Scared (79 comments) We Must Heed Naomi Klein's Call (309 comments) Christy Clark's No Pro at LNG Poker (38 comments) Six Steps to Protect Canadians from Flaws in China Trade Deal (128 comments) How Labour Unions Make Us Healthier (31 comments) About The Tyee National Pool Contributors Advertise Contact Funding Jobs Master Classes Privacy Policy Submissions Support The Tyee News Culture Opinion National Mediacheck Solutions Video Publications Tyee News Weekly Archives The Hook Other BC Blogs Reported Elsewhere Steve Burgess Murray Dobbin Michael Geist Crawford Kilian Rafe Mair Andrew Nikiforuk Shannon Rupp Bill Tieleman Dorothy Woodend Follow The Tyee Subscribe by email Subscribe by RSS Tyee Mobile App Managed Hosting by Gossamer Threads × Share article via email Send this article to: Your email address: Your message: Would you like to receive The Tyee's headlines free by email? Yes, every day. Yes, once a week. I already subscribe. No, thanks. Submit Show form again » Close)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=14650,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 20, Number 3, November/December 2007 Confessions of two FSA markers Much of the attention on Foundation Skills Assessments (FSAs) has been on the enormous waste of time involved, the stress on students who are unaccustomed to this kind of testing, and the abuse of the tests by organizations like the Fraser Institute who use the numbers to "rank" schools. But as if these were not reasons enough to call for the end to these tests, it turns out that the marking of them is just as questionable as the tests themselves. Here are two storiesconfessions of FSA markersor rather, as one points out, coders. Speed was a must I have kept this story to myself for quite a while, but having finally given up my dream of being appointed a superintendent of achievement, I suppose it cant do much harm to tell it. In the summer of 2001, I agreed to be a marker for the Grade 7 Writing component. After our training, it was clear that speed was an absolute must. As the white boxes were wheeled in, it was explained that, on no account was there any budget to work longer than the allotted five days. We had to get finished by Friday. We were also promised we could leave early on the last day if we were finished. We were constantly told to go faster; indeed we were specifically told NOT to read the whole essay! This was told to us not once but several times. "Read the first part, get a sense of the quality, and put down a number from one to five." As for going back to reconsider a mark, or pausing to confernot a chance. The sheets whizzed by in a blur. By the way, they dont even call it "marking." Apparently, the term for what we were doing is "coding." But even more surreal was my later role as a member of the Provincial Standards Setting Committee. We were directly supervised by two ministry staff and it was our job to decide where to place the cut-off grade for Meeting Expectations. The process (Im totally serious here) was that we FIRST decided what percentage of the province should meet expectations, THEN we looked at the raw scores and calculated what threshold would make it "come out right." Well, we were getting paid, so... I cant remember the exact numbers now, and as usual we had to leave every scrap of paper behind, but I swear its the truth.  Patrick Truelove is a Delta teacher. Behind the scenes in an FSA marking mill Do FSA scores provide a reliable measure of the abilities of students in BC schools? My experience as an FSA marker does not inspire confidence. In 2002, needing the money, I volunteered to mark Grade 7 English FSA essays. A room full of teachers worked for five days at SFU under the supervision of facilitators from the ministry. The first days orientation included about an hour devoted to explaining the marking criteria. The purpose of our marking was explained to us, and we were given a rubric for judging whether the essays would be classified as 1 (the lowest), 2, 3, or 4. This was followed by a practice session. Markers would work in pairs with a bundle of 20 or 30 papers at a time. Once we started, the tone gradually changed. We soon realized that the top priority was speed. The marking used to be done in seven days, so the reduction of time to five days greatly increased the pressure to work quickly. Each daythe facilitators told us our group was doing fine but that we still needed to speed up. On the third day, they started writing on a chalk board the number of boxes of essays that had been completed and how many still had to be done. The supervisors also began announcing the range between the pair that had completed the largest number of bundles and the pair that had done the least. People who complained that there was no way to mark faster and still read the whole essay were humiliated by the rest of the group. During the week, at the urging of the facilitators, the overall pace constantly increased. The fastest markers were openly praised for their speed and accuracy. The facilitators paired faster markers with slower ones in hopes of speeding them up. Fast markers were told they would be hired back again. Eventually it became clear that markers were not reading the entire essay. One of the faster markers admitted that he only looked at the last paragraph and only skimmed it at that, spending no more than 10 seconds per booklet to assess, mark, and initial. At no time did the facilitators ever tell markers not to read the whole composition, but they did have the speedy ones demonstrate and even give verbal directions on how to mark quickly by skipping over almost all of each essay. Some discovered an even faster method. Given that 95% of the papers were arguably 2s, one could achieve 95% accuracy just by marking every paper with a 2. I marked bundle after bundle with 2s and was told my work was accurate. The only apparent accountability was the inclusion of a reliability paper in some of the bundles. However, this paper was not only obviously photocopied but was actually labelled "Reliability Paper." Of course, the partners examined and discussed this type of paper meticulously and made sure each of them recorded the same mark for it. On the last day, our group was rewarded for its speed by being dismissed early after a 90-minute discussion session about FSAs.  Anonymous Source: FSA Examiner, Special Edition, April 24, 2003, Surrey Teachers Association. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13198,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 1999 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 11, Number 7, May/June 1999 Sikhs celebrate special holiday by Sid Bentley April 14 was the tricentennary of the founding of Khalsa Sikhism is the most modern of major religions. It was founded by Guru Nanak, who was born in 1469. He was a contemporary of Christopher Columbus and Martin Luther. As with Martin Luther, Guru Nanak was a religious reformer. In his time, India was ruled by the conquering Muslims, who used the conquest as a means to convert the population to Islam. Hindus who resisted conversion were persecuted or killed. In Guru Nanak’s world interreligious fighting was the norm. As the result of a divine vision, Guru Nanak began a life mission to bring peace to India by establishing a new faith that would be acceptable to both Muslims and Hindus. Guru Nanak preached peace in a time of war, “As there is only one God, and He is our Father, therefore we must all be brothers. The God of the Hindus and the God of the Muslims is the same God; they should stop fighting each other in His name.” Those people who accepted his new teaching called themselves the Sikhs of Guru Nanak (Sikh meaning disciple). Hindus who heard him speak believed him to be a Hindu; Muslims who heard him speak believed him to be a Muslim. As with Jesus, who founded Christianity while being a Jew, Guru Nanak was not a Sikh; his followers were the first Sikhs. During his life, he was revered in India as a holy man, a man of God. After the death of Guru Nanak, in 1539, all his followers called themselves Sikhs. There were nine more gurus after Guru Nanak. During the period, the Muslims, who saw the growing strength of Sikhism as a threat to the dominance of Islam in India, waged a campaign to destroy Sikhism. By the mid 1600s, all Sikhs, had a bounty on their heads. If you killed a Sikh, the conquerors paid you for your deed. The tenth guru, whose name was Gobind Rai, founded a warrior group of Sikhs known at “The Khalsa.” At that time, Guru Gobind called for five volunteers willing to die for Sikhism. Because each had volunteered to die for Sikhism, he spoke to them as living martyrs. As symbols of their “Saint-Soldier” identity, he gave each of them what have become the traditional Five Ks of Sikhism. The Kesh, or uncut hair, represented “humans not trying to improve on God’s creation.” The Kanga, or wooden comb, to clean uncut hair, reminded Sikhs that while they physically cleaned their hair, they should also take the time to cleanse their thoughts. The Kara, or steel bracelet, an arm-shield in battle, stood as a reminder to Khalsa Sikhs to do nothing with the hand that would displease God. The Khalsa were to consider themselves “Slaves to God.” The Kirpan, or Holy Sword, was to be a weapon for defence only. But, as it was illegal in Muslim India for anyone but a Muslim to wear a sword as a weapon, it was meant to demonstrate that a Sikh “is slave to no man.” The Kaccha, or short formalized-underwear, was not only a practical form of dress when riding a horse, but also a reminder to practise chastity, particularly as concerned the wives of those defeated in battle. After Guru Gobind gave the volunteers the Five Ks, he then baptized them into the Khalsa, giving them all the surname Singh, or “Lion.” He then asked the five to baptize him, and so became Guru Gobind Singh. Under Guru Gobind Singh’s leadership, the Khalsa were so successful in battle that eventually the Muslims asked them to accept an armed truce. The noble pride of the Sikhs is a product of their heritage of martyrdom and their accepting at baptism “that a Sikh is slave to God, but is slave to no man.” The event, that established The Khalsa, happened exactly three hundred years ago, in 1699 on Baisakhi, New Year’s Day in India. It is the most important day of the year to Khalsa Sikhs, and with 1999 being the tricentennary of the date, this April 14 was very special. With 23 million followers, Sikhism has become the world’s fifth largest religion. Of the approximately 400,000 Sikhs in Canada, one third are Khalsa initiates. Sid Bentley is a retired Surrey teacher. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8834,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, Number 4, March 2004 Government deregulates private education institutions In February 2002, the B.C. government announced its intention to replace the Private Post-Secondary Education Commission, which was established in 1992 to provide consumer protection to students and to address issues of educational competence. In August 2002, the Ministry of Advanced Education posted a discussion paper on a proposed new private training policy framework on its web site and invited responses. The College Institute Educators’ Association (CIEA) responded, and in addition to identifying a number of areas of specific concern with the proposals, strongly recommended that the ministry develop a more comprehensive document based on the feedback and suggestions to the initial paper and engage in a more meaningful discussion of the regulatory framework. That did not happen. Instead, on May 12, 2003, the minister of advanced education tabled the Private Career Training Institutions Act (Bill 52). Bill 52 appears to follow much of the discussion in the ministry paper, creating an arms-length agency that will have the ability to develop most aspects of the framework for regulating private institutions in B.C. Many of the significant decisions will be made by by-law of the new board or by regulation (cabinet decision). The institutions to be regulated are more narrowly defined than those in the Private Post-Secondary Education Act. Bill 52 seeks to limit the number of private institutions that must be registered in order to operate. Institutions required to register would be those that provide "training or instruction in the skill and knowledge required for employment in an occupation defined in the regulations." In addition to the designated occupations being defined in regulation, the act also provides for further limitation on what will be regulated by identifying that there will be a minimum prescribed amount of tuition and instructional time for the regulated programs. They too, will be in regulation. One of the major debating points around the new regulatory framework was whether ESL schools and programs would continue to be required to be registered. The legislation leaves the issue up in the air. Legislative debate and regulations will reveal more. The act creates a Private Career Training Institutions Agency and identifies its governing structure and purposes. The new board, which will be made up of no more than 10 members, will initially be appointed by the minister of advanced education and will then become into a board with up to nine members elected to represent registered institutions and 1 member appointed by the minister. The first board will have the power to develop by-laws to govern the election of future board members and to govern the workings of the agency. Bill 52 establishes a Student Training Completion Fund that on first reading looks like it will function like a tuition assurance fund. This legislative requirement can be seen as a positive development, given that the original government proposal did not have a legislated requirement for a tuition-protection fund. Issues and concerns 1. Government has chosen to adopt a self-regulated approach to the sector. The previous Private Post-Secondary Education Commission had a balance of government appointees representing the public (including a representative of the Better Business Bureau) and those from private institutions. How is the public interest better protected with less public oversight of the regulation of the private-training sector? 2. How many of the current 1,100 registered institutions will still be required to register under the new legislation? 3. What kind of public reporting will be required of the new agency? Will student outcomes, attrition, or drop-out rates and other performance information be published for easy public access? 4. Will the new agency be subject to freedom-of-information legislation, as was the previous commission? 5. The original ministry proposal suggested that ESL language programs and schools should not be required to be registered in order to operate in B.C. because they are not necessarily "career-related." When will a decision be made as to whether ESL schools will be required to be registered? – Canadian Institute Educators’ Association Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewTeachers.aspx?id=31822&printPage=true,BCTF > Planning  	New teachers  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > New Teachers > New Teachers' Handbook > Table of Contents Planning  The more grounded you are, the greater will be your successes in the classroom. With thoughtful planning in place, you will be confident in providing quality learning opportunities for your students. Get acquainted with the physical layout of your school. Familiarize yourself with school/school board policies and handbooks, and with your collective agreement. Systematically prepare short- and long-term objectives. Share information and resources with other staff members. Long-term planning  To carry out your teaching responsibilities, you will need to do long-term planning, following the guidelines set out by the Ministry of Education and your employing board. Familiarize yourself with the IRPs. They are the curriculum. Copies can be downloaded at bced.gov.bc.ca/irp/welcome.php.  Your long-term planning should include: the learning outcomes for the course the instructional strategies you will use the learning resources you will use the assessment strategies you will use the time to be allocated. Short-term planning  Initially, your planning will be very detailed. Design individual lessons as part of the whole unit to increase knowledge, abilities, and skills based on previously learned concepts. This way, you will give your students the learning opportunities they need and avoid gaps and needless repetition. Daily planning  Organize and carefully prepare daily lesson plans. They should include the following: student learning outcomes subject matter learning strategies assessment and evaluation processes materials needed. Write up the daily plan before you leave school each day and leave it on your desk. In the event that you are away, it will guide a teacher teaching on call.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12898,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2000 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 12, Number 7, May/June 2000 The Nisga’a project by Michael Fitzgerald During Spring Break 1999, I travelled up to the Nass Valley at the invitation of a Nisga’a colleague. At the same time, in Vancouver, the BCTF AGM was passing the recommendations of the Task Force on First Nations Education. Those seemingly unrelated events were later to form the basis of what I would eventually call The Nisga’a Project. Those few days last year spent listening to, and discussing, both substantive and broad, comprehensive issues with a wide spectrum of people from three of the Nass valley communities were to be the initial impetus in beginning my thinking about how these experiences could be shared, with whom, and to what end. Upon reading the policy discussion guide, I soon realized that enriching and rewarding connections might be constructed from a conflation of these two events. In my work as a faculty associate in the Professional Development Program at Simon Fraser University, I had participated in numerous conversations with faculty and students on the integration of First Nations families into the urban fabric of the Lower Mainland and, more specifically, how non-Aboriginal teachers might approach the problems faced by First Nations children. My teaching colleague, Susanne Cruickshank, who had taught in Lytton and East Vancouver, shared her knowledge of First Nations with our student teachers and me. I began to see the connection when I read the BCTF task force report opening: “The most important changes in the school for Aboriginal students will come about with greater understanding by teachers.” What better way than to have student teachers experience the lives of some of those children and listen to Aboriginal elders and educators share with us. During the summer of 1999, I began connecting ideals with a concrete scheme. After creating the project document, I found widespread support, and the faxes, e-mails, and telephone calls began with Nisga’a contacts in the North. In the fall, Deanna Nyce, CEO of Wilp Wilxo’oskwhl Nisga’a (Nisga’a House of Learning), in New Aiyansh, and faculty associate and Nisga’a colleague on campus, Marjean Brown, provided enormous help in the project’s realization. Nyce suggested a Nisga’a-language-and-culture course for student teachers as preparation for a possible one-week practicum in three of the four schools in the Nass Valley, an ad hoc extension of Education 402, their initial Lower Mainland practicum in PDP. Spring Break and the week following seemed the ideal time for implementing the project. Brown invited two other faculty associates and me to New Aiyansh to attend two important ceremonies in November—a yukw, or the moving of stones, in which the headstones of deceased members of the community would be collected and transported in a procession to the cemetery, and the Naming Ceremony, a part of the yukw in which selected people (including Brown) would be honoured with Nisga’a names. Both ceremonies were moving and culturally significant. During that stay, we finalized plans for bringing students up to the valley. In January, 11 students applied and were accepted for the project. That the cost of the trip was borne by the students themselves kept the number of participants down. Brown says, “I believe that it is not what teachers don’t know that presents barriers for success for Aboriginal students, but what teachers don’t get to know or experience. Therefore, we need to provide opportunities for experiences, such as this Nass Valley trip, for Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal teachers and students that will help facilitate a disposition of openness that we need in order for them to develop a deeper understanding of the various roles and responsibilities we all need to assume and partake in to make our public school system a better place for Aboriginal students in this province.” The students began to articulate why the project would be meaningful in informing their future practice. John said, “I wanted to resolve some of the unease I had about stereotypical perspectives on First Nations people.” Janet, as well, was eager to explore the differences and similarities between cultures. Each student had a personal agenda —perception, misconceptions that needed to refined, clarified, reshaped. From there, we made connections to another proposed task force policy: “The teacher recognizes that treating all students just the same is not a form of social justice, but is a form of submerging the aboriginal student in a culture that is based on European patterns.” During that period, we learned about our personal motives and, consequently, about ourselves by simply listening. That practice would be the central focus of our entire sojourn. We left Vancouver on March 19, 1999, with great expectations and a sense of unknowing curiosity about our forthcoming experiences. We arrived in the Nass Valley about 100 kilometres north of Terrace; none of us was prepared for the quietly awesome landscape under a warm sky awaiting us, one we thoroughly explored over the next two weeks. The students were soon introduced to the Nisga’a families with whom they would be billeted so that learned experiences during the day could be shared in the evenings. Some students were billeted in Laxgalts’ap (Greenville) and others in Gitwinksihlkw (Canyon City). From the moment we arrived, we were warmly and graciously invited to share in the life of the Nisga’a. “I don’t think that at any point was I made to feel like a stranger or a tourist,” says Nerissa. Our days were full of rich experiences—among other things, participating in discussions with cultural and government co-ordinators, taking a week-long workshop with educator and Elder Bert Mckay, engaging in a “mini-practicum” in the three valley schools facilitated by principals David Griffin, Ed McMillan, and Ray Skelly, assisting in the carving of a new totem pole under the guidance of a master carver, spending a day travelling to Fishery Bay to watch the oolichan catch and the making of oolichan grease, stringing and drying oolichan, cutting half-metre lengths of freshly caught sea lion meat for smoking, and being invited to dinner with various families. The students’ time was full, rich, experiential, and ultimately, exhausting! As one of our hosts Irene Seguin states: “Often we get new teachers in the valley and they spend a lot of time adjusting… I’m really excited about this program because I’m sure that this is going to be a model that other institutions will follow. It’s wonderful to have these pre-teachers up here learning about our culture… [the students] have been like sponges soaking up everything that they can.” The Nisga’a land deal was about to be given royal assent in Ottawa. Each one of us marvelled at the patience of the Nisga’a. One hundred thirteen years of waiting was about to culminate in the extraordinary treaty, relevant not only to these people but to all Canadians. “I had thought,” says John, “that the land-claims-settlement issue could be viewed in isolation from some of the other things that I was curious about when we came up here to the valley, but I found that every conversation I got involved in inevitably turned to the land claims issue because it correlates with virtually all the other issues that they have to deal with here… They can’t move forward and they can’t move back until this issue is dealt with.” The current generation of children, as we heard many times, will grow and mature knowing that this land will now belong to them and that that will affect, not just their current identities, but their entire futures. But, as Tina notes metaphorically: “As I walked across the new bridge connecting Gitwinksihlkw to the Nass Valley, I realized the Nisga’a are moving forward… The new treaty represents all the turbulent and happy times they will face… But then as I walked across the old suspension bridge I also believed that the Nisga’a will always look back and hold on to their old traditions.” We arrived back in Vancouver changed and enlightened. The students will continue in PDP and will undoubtedly carry the experiences with them. Many supporters are urging the continuation of the project, citing its value in mirroring the task force proposals. My tenure at SFU is ending; others will have to come forward to facilitate future projects. The school community, the Aboriginal urban community, and the student teachers will all be beneficiaries of small initiatives such as this because we realize the inherent commonalities. The project’s future look may be entirely different. Its continuance, will require, as the Nisga’a people have shown us, a very patient but firm tenacity. We can never forget the significance of the “large picture” as long as we continue creating those small pictures. We’ve learned that much. Michael Fitzgerald is a Vancouver teacher seconded as a faculty associate at Simon Fraser University for the past two years. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=30595&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2013 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 26, Number 1, September 2013   Language teacher reinvents himself  By Chris Stolz   Marco Torres, the great inner-city media teacher from California, says that there are two possible responses to problems: “you can complain, or you can innovate. But only one of those gets you anywhere.” I used to complain. I loved Spanish, and teaching Spanish. I’d learned “communicative” teaching, I’d made games and songs to “make grammar fun,” and I’d failed. Kids were “learning” but couldn’t speak, I was frustrated, and my students’ language retention rates were low. I complained to my colleagues, admin, and family. Me with 15 years of teaching experience, and those darned kids just weren’t learning! What to do? This was precisely the situation in which Blaine Ray, a US teacher of Spanish, found himself in the mid-1990s. Ray wanted more engaged kids and real language acquisition, rather than students who could parrot grammar rules. So he began to innovate. Beginning with James Asher’s “total physical response,” (TPR: language accompanied with gesture to increase retention), Ray then began experimenting with storytelling and acting, and moved on to develop some unusual questioning techniques. Basing his practice on the language acquisition research of UCLA professor Stephen Krashen, originator of the “input hypothesis” of language acquisition, Ray focused his teaching on 100% comprehensible, personalized, occasionally bizarre stories, and readings. Within a few years, Ray’s students were experiencing massive gains in acquisition and (along with their teacher) having a blast. Ray was done with both grammar worksheets and the awkward pseudo-conversation that make many students hate their second-language classes. Ray’s method—total physical response storytelling, or TPRS—was unusual, fun, and very effective, as a growing body of research reveals. Students acquire language by listening to 100% comprehensible and contextualized input—no “guess the meaning,” vocab drills, or dictionary hunts here—which the teacher first personalizes, then weaves into an acted story, and finally recycles into written documents that form the basis for class readings. Sometimes, stories are wacky and fun—a student has a cat but wants an elephant, and travels to Bloomington, Indiana, where she is eventually given a purple singing elephant. Sometimes stories are serious, and detail encounters with natural forces, cultural stereotypes, or social problems. Grammar is briefly explained in 10-second “pop ups,” and unconsciously mastered through enormous numbers of varied repetitions of “structures”—meaningful phrases—around which stories are built. Skeletal narrative outlines are “personalized” (filled in) with funny details, and acted out, by students, while the teacher “circles” vocabulary by providing masses of easy oral questions that recycle the vocabulary. Kids feel safe and comfortable, and the focus is on meaning, not language. My own revelation came when West Vancouver Secondary School’s very talented Michelle Metcalfe presented a TPRS workshop at a BCATML conference. “Don’t make them do verb tables,” said Michelle, “and don’t worry too much about grammar.” WHAT? I thought. This is heresy! But I was hooked. For three months, I read books and blogs, and spent a day observing Michelle practice TPRS, and on the first day of second semester, I jumped in headfirst: I began TPRS with both my beginner and second-year classes. “Hey,” I thought, “if it doesn’t work, I can always go back to the old stuff.” I needn’t have worried. For the first time in 15 years, it felt like I had 100% student engagement. We gestured and sang. We did bizarre personalized interviews where we compared our sporting, cooking, and dating skills with those of celebrities and animals. We invented loads of bizarre stories. We read novels. We laughed our butts off, and I didn’t have to make a single phone call home, or mark a single idiotic, copied grammar worksheet, or sit painfully through a memorized “dialogue.” There was no homework and there were zero management issues. At the end of the semester, I had some astonishing results. The more challenged students—ones with IEPs, or family and behaviour issues—ALL passed with basic storytelling and dialogue skills, and marks over 60%. These were kids who under old-school teaching had either failed the mandatory French, or been exempted for IEP reasons from second-language study. At the other end of the spectrum, the more academic kids were writing fluent, largely error-free 500 to 800 word stories—including dialogue—in three verb tenses, at the end of their first year of Spanish. If I had seen this work on the old Spanish 12 exams I used to mark, they would have rated near the top of the rubric. When I spoke with fellow TPRS teachers Adriana Ramírez and Luce Arsenault of Semiahmoo Secondary School about my results, they replied “oh yes, that’s normal, we get that too” and showed me student work even more impressive than that of my students. I was thrilled, not just with results, but with knowing that there was more, much more, for me to learn. Most importantly, the kids LIKED Spanish, and found it effortless—even the kids working with IEPs, many of whom, for the first time, found language learning easy. My retention rates went way up and the failure rate plummeted. Three days after classes ended, my department head found me dumping 15 years’ worth of “communicative” activities into the recycling bin. I was grinning ear-to-ear. Like a poker player with a royal flush, I was all in, except this wasn’t the luck of the draw: TPRS is a method anyone can learn and apply. TPRS is a largely new-to-Canada methodology with enormous potential for boosting second-language acquisition. Fun, brain-based, engaging, and—as lots of research shows—significantly more effective when properly done than older methods, this is a teaching tool that every serious second-language teacher should take a long look at. The method will work for any language. There’s loads of online support, massive US pro-D conferences, there are good resources in French, Spanish, Chinese, German, Russian, etc., and the method invites innovation and personalization. In the US, talented TPRS teachers even have fourth-year kids fluent in spoken Latin! This year, there will be both introductory and advanced-skills TPRS workshops at the BCATML conference on October 25, 2013 in Burnaby (Michelle Metcalfe and Adriana Ramírez), and an all-day “Intro to TPRS” workshop at the Surrey Teachers’ Association convention in Surrey on May 2, 2014 (Chris Stolz and Adriana Ramírez). Michelle, Adriana, and I also do TPRS seminars for language departments, district in-services, and other ProD events. Anyone—teacher, department head, or district helping teacher—who wants to learn about TPRS, can contact me. The future is wide open. ¡aprenderemos juntos! _______________ Chris Stolz teaches Spanish, English, and social justice at Tamanawis Secondary School, Surrey stolz_c@surreyschools.ca        )
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=33247,BCTF News Releases  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources   For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development News Release Archives 2014  2013  2012    2011 2010  2009  2008 2007  2006  Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2014 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  May 28, 2014 With no funding commitment yet from BC government, BC teachers to continue rotating strikes With the provincial government still refusing to put the necessary funding on the table to reach a reasonable deal on issues like class size, composition, staffing levels, and fair wages for teachers, the BC Teachers’ Federation will continue rotating strikes next week, said BCTF President Jim Iker. The rotating strikes will occur on four days next week; Monday, June 2, Tuesday, June 3, Thursday, June 5, and Friday, June 6. Every school district will be closed down for another full day. “BC teachers are committed to negotiating a fair and reasonable settlement at the bargaining table,” said Iker. “That agreement, however, needs to include adequate funding to make improvements to important learning conditions, which are teachers’ working conditions. It’s time for Premier Christy Clark to free up the resources that will bring the two sides closer together and ensure students start the next school year with smaller classes, more support for children with special needs, and extra one-on-one time. “We also expect the government to be flexible on their wage demands and show some good faith and willingness to move. Teachers know that bargaining is about compromise, but we cannot be the only ones expected to move. Collective bargaining is about compromise and moving forwards, not backwards.” Iker also thanked parents for their ongoing understanding and support. “The reaction on the picket lines has been fantastic,” said Iker. “Parents know that we are working to improve the education system for their children. I also want to thank BC’s teachers who have remained so professional and committed to their students despite Christy Clark’s ill conceived, confusing, and chaotic lockout that was drummed up to justify her attack on our wages. BC teachers have showed incredible strength and resolve to achieve a fair deal for ourselves and better support for our students.” See below for the strike schedule. Rotating Strike schedule June 2–June 6 (no action Wednesday, June 4) Monday, June 2 #20 - Kootenay-Columbia #23 - Central Okanagan #27 - Cariboo-Chilcotin #35 – Langley #37 – Delta #38 – Richmond #42 - Maple Ridge #52 - Prince Rupert #59 - Peace River South #63 – Saanich #68 – Nanaimo #70 – Alberni #83 - North Okanagan-Shuswap Tuesday, June 3   #10 - Arrow Lakes #19 – Revelstoke #22 – Vernon #33 – Chilliwack #36 – Surrey #41 – Burnaby #44 - North Vancouver #45 - West Vancouver #46 - Sunshine Coast #57 - Prince George #58 - Nicola Similkameen #64 - Gulf Islands #71 - Comox #79 - Cowichan Valley #81 - Fort Nelson Thursday, June 5 #5 - Southeast Kootenay #8 - Kootenay Lake #34 - Abbotsford #43 - Coquitlam #47 - Powell River #50 - Haida Gwaii #51 - Boundary #53 - Okanagan Similkameen #54 - Bulkley Valley #60 - Peace River North #61 - Greater Victoria #69 - Qualicum #73 - Kamloops Thompson #84 - Vancouver Island West #91 - Nechako Lakes #92 - Nisga’a   Friday, June 6 #6 - Rocky Mountain #28 - Quesnel #39 - Vancouver #40 - New Westminster #48 - Sea to Sky #49 - Central Coast #62 - Sooke #67 - Okanagan Skaha #72 - Campbell River #74 - Gold Trail #75 - Mission #78 - Fraser-Cascade #82 - Coast Mountains #85 - Vancouver Island North #87 - Stikine School District #93 (Conseil Scolaire Francophone) schools will be closed with others in their local communities throughout the week. -  30  - For more information, contact Rich Overgaard, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell). Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7376,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 5, March 2006 The folly of provincial examinations by Gordon R. Gore Provincial examinations ruin good science courses. The purpose of laboratory-based science courses is to make science real to students. It is far more productive to teach fewer concepts well, using selective hands-on investigations, than it is to teach an encyclopedic science course and have students memorize trivia for an examination made up by outsiders. British Columbia has long been a leader in science education in this country. BC science teachers were using laboratory-based, conceptual science courses back in the 1960s. Physics 12 (BC) was originally designed as a laboratory-based course, emphasizing the big ideas in classical physics. Students performed numerous thought-provoking experiments, which gave them a taste of how physics knowledge is obtained. They did solve a significant number of word problems, but the word problems were ultimately based upon what students learned through their experiments. The ‘hard’ thinking was in the analysis of results. Within a few years of provincial examinations being re-imposed in 1984, one could see the emphasis changing: More chalk and talk, plenty of practice in doing word problems, lots of time writing old tests "for practice." Laboratory work is not tested, so leave it out. Learning how to write tests is more important than learning how physics works. In other words, back to the 1950s. What would happen if we actually trusted our professionally trained physics teachers to evaluate their own students, at least on a district basis? The quality of instruction would improve remarkably, that’s what would happen! When a knowledgeable teacher has ownership of her or his course and how she or he teaches it, the emphasis is on fitting the course to the students you have that year, rather than fitting the students to "the test." There is incentive to try different approaches to see what works best. Physics teachers know in their gut that students learn more physics if the subject is made real through hands-on experiments. Without artificial pressure from provincial examinations, the course has a degree of open-endedness, which permits the teacher to adapt to individual interests and needs. I am certain that the grades teachers give physics students are a better predictor of future success than the marks from provincial exams. The bureaucrats, politicians, and some teachers and administrators will say, "But you need a level playing field!" Well, if they think the present system provides a level playing field, they are living in a fantasy world. If you really want something close to a level playing field, try this: Give every student a physics teacher with a talent and a passion for teaching physics, who has an adequate background in physics, and who has time to dedicate to teaching physics.  Give every student an equal background in mathematics before (and while) he or she takes physics.  Put every student on a timetable that provides equal hours of instruction.  Provide every school with the same textbooks.  Equip every physics class with a full set of quality equipment for all laboratory experiments.  Make sure that every physics class spends equal time on laboratory work.  Ensure that every class is limited in size so that all students have adequate assistance.  Give every physics student a home situation that permits the student to study in a comfortable and supportive environment.  Allow each student the luxury of being able to dedicate full time to schoolwork and of not having to work part time. How should students be evaluated? Testing is an important part of science education, and it should be done properly. However, it should be a school or district responsibility. Teachers within a district could easily come to a consensus on what physics students should have accomplished during a course. There are several advantages to making final evaluation a local responsibility: 1. The local marking load would be more manageable, so more use would be made of open-ended questions, where students have to explain how they arrive at their answers, or put into words "how things work." 2. A laboratory component could be introduced. Within a district, teachers could agree on what equipment is available, and what skills are worth testing. Creative physics teachers could come up with laboratory tests that are actually fun to do! 3. Results of local tests would be known by the end of June. If local testing were used, students would not need to wait until August to find out how they stand. 4. District-designed tests would have greater face validity. Marks would be based on what we actually did this year, rather than what some external examiner decides should be tested. Physics teachers as a group are an intellectually honest, dedicated bunch, and don’t need Big Brother to tell them what they should teach or test. 5. Localized testing would likely have the effect of increasing participation rates in Physics 12. Physics is a beautiful, fascinating, interesting subject if the emphasis is placed on real-life situations, on hands-on physics. Give teachers ownership, so they use their common sense and creativity in adapting the course to their students instead of painting by number, and in a short time, they will build a program that is far more attractive and meaningful. 6. Localized testing would really upset the Fraser Institute and their silly annual ranking of schools. In my opinion, this would be a very good thing. Are these ideas revolutionary? Not really. There have been several windows of opportunity in the past few decades where there were no provincial examinations at all. During those years when there were no provincial examinations, the sky did not fall. Standards did not go down. In fact, one former ministry official told me that teachers were harder on students than the provincial examiners are. How would we determine who wins scholarships? Surely district teachers know best who is university material and who excels in their subjects. Why not have some sort of quota system and leave the ultimate selection of scholarship winners up to the schools and districts? Selection of scholarship winners will then be based upon a thorough knowledge of student abilities and academic potential, rather than who can practise most and get the largest number of correct answers on multiple choice tests. Would that be any better or worse than the present system? Gordon Gore, a retired BC science and physics teacher, is still teaching science and physics on a volunteer basis at the BIG Little Science Centre in Kamloops. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12108,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2001 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 13, Number 7, May/June 2001 ESL: Time to remove the ESL funding cap by Vicki McCarthy and Verena Foxx The Ministry of Education arbitrarily imposed a cap on ESL funding in 1999, ignoring the advice of the Federation, the English as a Second Language Provincial Specialist Association (ESL PSA), the ESL Policy Advisory Committee, and a ministry-commissioned report. Time limits on funding to learn ESL ignore sound educational principles and the research on language acquisition. The ESL funding cap is a fiscal decision made without regard for learning. Since its inception, the cap on ESL funding has had a profound impact on teaching and learning throughout the province. The five-year cap on ESL funds eliminated ESL service for approximately 19,000 students. Research tells us that five years is simply not enough time in which to learn a new language. In one long-term study of 700,000 students, the researchers found that "advantaged" immigrants with two to five years of schooling in their first language in their home country needed from five to seven years to "catch up" in their new language, English. It takes the typical young immigrant schooled all in his/her new language, English, seven to ten years or more to "catch up," and the majority "catch up" only if they receive academic and cognitive development support in their first language at home. The B.C. School Trustees Association agrees with teachers that "funding for ESL must be based on reasonable assessed educational need, not driven by arbitrary funding caps as at present." Research shows that students who are most likely to need service beyond five years have some or all of the following characteristics: interrupted education. refugee claims and/or government-sponsored refugee status. a history of trauma (war, torture, assault, persecution). no support for standard English literacy in the home. parental illiteracy (illiteracy down through the generations). The funding cap has marginalized the ESL learners who are now often considered proficient only because they have reached five years of service. Ministry policy states that ESL students should be provided with educational opportunities that will allow them to develop their individual potential, and the guidelines require ESL service for students whose primary language is other than English and who require additional services in order to develop their individual potential. However, computer systems in some districts are set up to automatically de-list students by dates of service. Consequently, students are being mainstreamed without adequate ESL specialist support, making teaching and learning conditions more taxing for classroom teachers. Service to ESL students is a social-justice issue. A look into the history and development of ESL in British Columbia (see side bar) reveals several decades of discriminatory practices. The cap on ESL funding is the most recent example of a systemic, structural barrier to equitable treatment. And so we see that well into the 21st century, the need for advocacy to improve learning conditions for ESL students and their teachers continues. The ESL funding cap is a grave disservice to future generations of Canadian-born students who may come to school speaking languages other than English. It is also a grave disservice to generations of immigrants who will continue to arrive in B.C. to become Canadians and shape the future of this country. Misguided educational policies and practices that work against ESL students in public schools must stop. Teachers from all over the province have contacted the ESL PSA to express concerns about what is happening to regular classroom teachers’ workloads, to ESL students who are not receiving sufficient support, and to resource teachers who are picking up ESL students on their caseloads after the five years, as a result of the funding cap. In response, the ESL PSA initiated a petition campaign to collect signatures of support from teachers, parents, relevant ESL and cultural organizations, and the community at large for the removal of the ESL funding cap. The response to our petition campaign has been positive–petitions have been received from all over the province. Five years is not enough time for all ESL students to learn the English needed to be academically, socially, and culturally successful at school and for each and every student to reach his/her potential as a learner. It is time to remove the ESL funding cap. Vicki McCarthy, ESL PSA president teaches at Waverley Elementary School, Vancouver, and Verena Foxx, ESL PSA publications editor, teaches at David Livingston Elementary School, Vancouver. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/contacts.cfm?page=staff&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true,BCTF Contacts Home E-mail Lists Links A to Z Index Contact Us Help SITE SEARCH Quick Links BCTF formsBCTF NewsFrançaisLabour linksPensionsTeacher NewsmagazineTeaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Contact Us > BCTF Staff BCTF Staff Directory Note: Use the area code "604" and prefix "871" with the local number for the direct phone line. Name Local  Dept* E-mail Address Allie A. 1932 ISD benefits@bctf.ca Karen A. 1923 ISD benefits@bctf.ca Lu A. 1955 ISD benefits@bctf.ca Carmela Allevato 1904 LS callevato@bctf.ca Cory Anderson 2190 MR canderson@bctf.ca Virginia Anderson 2202 HR vanderson@bctf.ca Pat Balango 2201 HR pbalango@bctf.ca Mike Barnes 2134 IT mbarnes@bctf.ca Sherri Bell 2105 ACCT sbell@bctf.ca Olga Borissova 2137 IT oborissova@bctf.ca Roger Bortolussi 2212 PROD rbortolussi@bctf.ca Nadia Bove 1835 FSD nbove@bctf.ca Diana Broome 2243 INFO dbroome@bctf.ca Gretchen Brown 1912 LS gbrown@bctf.ca Mary Ellen Bullock 2207 HR mebullock@bctf.ca Whitney Burgess 2113 ADMIN wburgess@bctf.ca Jim Burton 2102 PUR jburton@bctf.ca Linda Byrnes 1926 ISD lbyrnes@bctf.ca Karen Cheung 2192 MR kcheung@bctf.ca Christine Choinski 1873 CCD cchoinski@bctf.ca Victor Choy 1949 ISD vchoy@bctf.ca Lydia Chung 2270 TREAS lchung@bctf.ca Jenn Cole 2230 INFO jcole@bctf.ca Dale Costanzo 2178 GRA dcostanzo@bctf.ca Donna Coulombe 2155 EO dcoulombe@bctf.ca Jeannine Coulombe 2200 HR jalbert@bctf.ca Susan Croll 1877 CCD scroll@bctf.ca Marcus D. 1936 ISD benefits@bctf.ca Lester Dare 2211 PROD ldare@bctf.ca Alison Davies 1823 PSID adavies@bctf.ca Dawna Dodds 2191 MR ddodds@bctf.ca Debbie Durie 2210 PROD ddurie@bctf.ca John Ehinger 1887 FSD jehinger@bctf.ca Joanne Enquist 2130 IT jenquist@bctf.ca Charlotte F. 1934 ISD benefits@bctf.ca Anne Field 2251 RES afield@bctf.ca Kerri Fisher 1905 LS kfisher@bctf.ca Susan Fonseca 1819 FSD sfonseca@bctf.ca Alison G. 1939 ISD benefits@bctf.ca Sasha G. 1924 ISD benefits@bctf.ca Leslie Gallicchio 1801 PSID lgallicchio@bctf.ca Jenny Garrels 1871 PSID jgarrels@bctf.ca Miguel Gomez 2133 IT mgomez@bctf.ca Kim Graham 1903 LS kgraham@bctf.ca Anne Guthrie Warman 1824 FSD aguthriewarman@bctf.ca Doreen H. 1945 ISD benefits@bctf.ca Megan H. 1956 ISD benefits@bctf.ca Melissa H. 1931 ISD benefits@bctf.ca John Hall 2214 PROD jmhall@bctf.ca Glen Hansman 2153 EO ghansman@bctf.ca Lesley Harrington 2241 INFO lharrington@bctf.ca Chris Harris 1935 ISD charris@bctf.ca Kathy Hartman 1842 PSID khartman@bctf.ca Jessie Hayek 1889 FSD jhayek@bctf.ca Sukhi Heir 2116 MAINT sheir@bctf.ca Patrick Henry 1840 FSD phenry@bctf.ca Liz Hines 1900 LS lhines@bctf.ca Richard Hoover 1843 FSD rhoover@bctf.ca Michele Hope 1860 PSID mhope@bctf.ca Cecilia Huard de la Marre 1869 PSID chuarddelamarre@bctf.ca Jim Iker 2152 EO jiker@bctf.ca Michael Infante 2104 ACCT mifante@bctf.ca Luis Isidoro 2176 GRA lisidoro@bctf.ca Dan Johnston 2109 ACCT djohnston@bctf.ca Sheila Jones 2222 TREAS sjones@bctf.ca Doug Kearney 1810 FSD dkearney@bctf.ca Ritchie Kendrick 1838 FSD rkendrick@bctf.ca Michael Kimmis 1957 ISD mkimmis@bctf.ca Nancy Knickerbocker 1872 CCD nknickerbocker@bctf.ca Larry Kuehn 2255 RES lkuehn@bctf.ca Karin Lai 1902 LS klai@bctf.ca Sarbrinder Lalli 1890 ISD slalli@bctf.ca Thom Learmonth 2116 MAINT tlearmonth@bctf.ca Belva Lee 2221 PUR blee@bctf.ca Kevin Lee 2115 ADMIN klee@bctf.ca Kim Leslie 1958 ISD kleslie@bctf.ca Wendy Leslie 1814 PSID wleslie@bctf.ca Margret Li 2143 IT mli@bctf.ca Miranda Light 1807 PSID mlight@bctf.ca Charlie Locke 2138 IT clocke@bctf.ca Carman M. 1946 ISD benefits@bctf.ca Erin M. 1930 ISD benefits@bctf.ca Diane MacDonald 1815 LS dmacdonald@bctf.ca Moira Mackenzie 2156 EO mmackenzie@bctf.ca Elizabeth Maguire 1892 ISD emaguire@bctf.ca Mary McClure 1878 CCD mmcclure@bctf.ca Jack McDermot 1883 CCD jmacdermot@bctf.ca Jean McDermott 2101 ACCT jmcdermott@bctf.ca Teri Mooring 2159 EO tmooring@bctf.ca Charlie Naylor 2254 RES cnaylor@bctf.ca Janice Neden 1845 PSID jneden@bctf.ca Marianne Neill 1839 FSD mneill@bctf.ca Ken Newman 0 ADMIN knewman@bctf.ca Emily O'Neill 2244 INFO eoneill@bctf.ca Debbie Orban 2150 EO dorban@bctf.ca Diane Osborn 2106 ACCT dosborn@bctf.ca Rich Overgaard 1881 CCD rovergaard@bctf.ca Sarah P. 1937 ISD benefits@bctf.ca Kathy Powell 2220 PUR kpowell@bctf.ca Barb Preus 1831 FSD bpreus@bctf.ca Megan Pyves 2193 MR mpyves@bctf.ca Bonnie Quan Symons 1857 PSID bquansymons@bctf.ca Akash Rattan 2271 TREAS arattan@bctf.ca Kerry Richardson 1812 FSD krichardson@bctf.ca Liz Robinson 1901 LS lrobinson@bctf.ca Karen Rojem 2242 INFO krojem@bctf.ca Susan Ruzic 1850 PSID sruzic@bctf.ca Kerry S. 1948 ISD benefits@bctf.ca Lauri S. 1927 ISD benefits@bctf.ca Louise S. 1816 PSID benefits@bctf.ca Gloria Saggo 1867 PSID gsaggo@bctf.ca Dennis Shaw 1944 ISD dshaw@bctf.ca Kelly Shields 1879 PSID kshields@bctf.ca Marion Shukin 1804 PSID mshukin@bctf.ca Joel Siverson 2131 IT jsiverson@bctf.ca Kathleen Smith 1876 CCD ksmith@bctf.ca Jennifer Sowerby 2177 GRA jsowerby@bctf.ca David Stange 2232 INFO dstange@bctf.ca Karen Steel 2175 GRA ksteel@bctf.ca Michele Steele 1802 PSID msteele@bctf.ca Christine Stewart 1849 PSID cstewart@bctf.ca Gail Stromquist 1854 PSID gstromquist@bctf.ca Vanessa Terrell 1851 CCD vterrell@bctf.ca Kathleen Thomson 1821 FSD kthomson@bctf.ca Marie-Claude Tremblay 1844 PSID mctremblay@bctf.ca Patti Turner 1803 PSID pturner@bctf.ca Jolanta Vaitekonyte 2250 RES jvaitekonyte@bctf.ca Peter Valbonesi 2141 IT pvalbonesi@bctf.ca Brad Veitch 2140 IT bveitch@bctf.ca Calum W. 1938 ISD benefits@bctf.ca Larry W. 1928 ISD benefits@bctf.ca John Wadge 1837 FSD jwadge@bctf.ca Darlene Waggett 1846 FSD dwaggett@bctf.ca Una Walsh 2203 HR uwalsh@bctf.ca Verna Warner 2151 EO vwarner@bctf.ca Honor Wells 2107 ACCT hwells@bctf.ca Lise West 1870 CCD lwest@bctf.ca Margaret White 2252 RES mwhite@bctf.ca Drusilla Wilson 1925 ISD dwilson@bctf.ca Mike Wisla 1891 ISD mwisla@bctf.ca Sarah Young 1806 PSID syoung@bctf.ca *Department Legend ACCT:  Accounting ADMIN:  Administrative Services CAPS:  Collective Agreement & Protective Services CCD:  Communications Campaigns EO:  Executive Offices FSD:  Field Service GRA:  Graphics H&S:  Health & Safety/ISD H&W:  Health & Wellness/ISD HR:  Human Resources INFO:  Information Services ISD:  Income Security IT:  Information Technology LS:  Legal Services MAINT:  Maintenance MR:  Member Records PROD:  Production PSID:  PSID PUR:  Purchasing RES:  Research RTA:  Retired Teachers' Assn SEPF:  SEPF TREAS:  Treasurer's Office About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy Close Window Print Page   BCTF Staff Directory Note: Use the area code "604" and prefix "871" with the local number for the direct phone line. Name Local  Dept* E-mail Address Allie A. 1932 ISD benefits@bctf.ca Karen A. 1923 ISD benefits@bctf.ca Lu A. 1955 ISD benefits@bctf.ca Carmela Allevato 1904 LS callevato@bctf.ca Cory Anderson 2190 MR canderson@bctf.ca Virginia Anderson 2202 HR vanderson@bctf.ca Pat Balango 2201 HR pbalango@bctf.ca Mike Barnes 2134 IT mbarnes@bctf.ca Sherri Bell 2105 ACCT sbell@bctf.ca Olga Borissova 2137 IT oborissova@bctf.ca Roger Bortolussi 2212 PROD rbortolussi@bctf.ca Nadia Bove 1835 FSD nbove@bctf.ca Diana Broome 2243 INFO dbroome@bctf.ca Gretchen Brown 1912 LS gbrown@bctf.ca Mary Ellen Bullock 2207 HR mebullock@bctf.ca Whitney Burgess 2113 ADMIN wburgess@bctf.ca Jim Burton 2102 PUR jburton@bctf.ca Linda Byrnes 1926 ISD lbyrnes@bctf.ca Karen Cheung 2192 MR kcheung@bctf.ca Christine Choinski 1873 CCD cchoinski@bctf.ca Victor Choy 1949 ISD vchoy@bctf.ca Lydia Chung 2270 TREAS lchung@bctf.ca Jenn Cole 2230 INFO jcole@bctf.ca Dale Costanzo 2178 GRA dcostanzo@bctf.ca Donna Coulombe 2155 EO dcoulombe@bctf.ca Jeannine Coulombe 2200 HR jalbert@bctf.ca Susan Croll 1877 CCD scroll@bctf.ca Marcus D. 1936 ISD benefits@bctf.ca Lester Dare 2211 PROD ldare@bctf.ca Alison Davies 1823 PSID adavies@bctf.ca Dawna Dodds 2191 MR ddodds@bctf.ca Debbie Durie 2210 PROD ddurie@bctf.ca John Ehinger 1887 FSD jehinger@bctf.ca Joanne Enquist 2130 IT jenquist@bctf.ca Charlotte F. 1934 ISD benefits@bctf.ca Anne Field 2251 RES afield@bctf.ca Kerri Fisher 1905 LS kfisher@bctf.ca Susan Fonseca 1819 FSD sfonseca@bctf.ca Alison G. 1939 ISD benefits@bctf.ca Sasha G. 1924 ISD benefits@bctf.ca Leslie Gallicchio 1801 PSID lgallicchio@bctf.ca Jenny Garrels 1871 PSID jgarrels@bctf.ca Miguel Gomez 2133 IT mgomez@bctf.ca Kim Graham 1903 LS kgraham@bctf.ca Anne Guthrie Warman 1824 FSD aguthriewarman@bctf.ca Doreen H. 1945 ISD benefits@bctf.ca Megan H. 1956 ISD benefits@bctf.ca Melissa H. 1931 ISD benefits@bctf.ca John Hall 2214 PROD jmhall@bctf.ca Glen Hansman 2153 EO ghansman@bctf.ca Lesley Harrington 2241 INFO lharrington@bctf.ca Chris Harris 1935 ISD charris@bctf.ca Kathy Hartman 1842 PSID khartman@bctf.ca Jessie Hayek 1889 FSD jhayek@bctf.ca Sukhi Heir 2116 MAINT sheir@bctf.ca Patrick Henry 1840 FSD phenry@bctf.ca Liz Hines 1900 LS lhines@bctf.ca Richard Hoover 1843 FSD rhoover@bctf.ca Michele Hope 1860 PSID mhope@bctf.ca Cecilia Huard de la Marre 1869 PSID chuarddelamarre@bctf.ca Jim Iker 2152 EO jiker@bctf.ca Michael Infante 2104 ACCT mifante@bctf.ca Luis Isidoro 2176 GRA lisidoro@bctf.ca Dan Johnston 2109 ACCT djohnston@bctf.ca Sheila Jones 2222 TREAS sjones@bctf.ca Doug Kearney 1810 FSD dkearney@bctf.ca Ritchie Kendrick 1838 FSD rkendrick@bctf.ca Michael Kimmis 1957 ISD mkimmis@bctf.ca Nancy Knickerbocker 1872 CCD nknickerbocker@bctf.ca Larry Kuehn 2255 RES lkuehn@bctf.ca Karin Lai 1902 LS klai@bctf.ca Sarbrinder Lalli 1890 ISD slalli@bctf.ca Thom Learmonth 2116 MAINT tlearmonth@bctf.ca Belva Lee 2221 PUR blee@bctf.ca Kevin Lee 2115 ADMIN klee@bctf.ca Kim Leslie 1958 ISD kleslie@bctf.ca Wendy Leslie 1814 PSID wleslie@bctf.ca Margret Li 2143 IT mli@bctf.ca Miranda Light 1807 PSID mlight@bctf.ca Charlie Locke 2138 IT clocke@bctf.ca Carman M. 1946 ISD benefits@bctf.ca Erin M. 1930 ISD benefits@bctf.ca Diane MacDonald 1815 LS dmacdonald@bctf.ca Moira Mackenzie 2156 EO mmackenzie@bctf.ca Elizabeth Maguire 1892 ISD emaguire@bctf.ca Mary McClure 1878 CCD mmcclure@bctf.ca Jack McDermot 1883 CCD jmacdermot@bctf.ca Jean McDermott 2101 ACCT jmcdermott@bctf.ca Teri Mooring 2159 EO tmooring@bctf.ca Charlie Naylor 2254 RES cnaylor@bctf.ca Janice Neden 1845 PSID jneden@bctf.ca Marianne Neill 1839 FSD mneill@bctf.ca Ken Newman 0 ADMIN knewman@bctf.ca Emily O'Neill 2244 INFO eoneill@bctf.ca Debbie Orban 2150 EO dorban@bctf.ca Diane Osborn 2106 ACCT dosborn@bctf.ca Rich Overgaard 1881 CCD rovergaard@bctf.ca Sarah P. 1937 ISD benefits@bctf.ca Kathy Powell 2220 PUR kpowell@bctf.ca Barb Preus 1831 FSD bpreus@bctf.ca Megan Pyves 2193 MR mpyves@bctf.ca Bonnie Quan Symons 1857 PSID bquansymons@bctf.ca Akash Rattan 2271 TREAS arattan@bctf.ca Kerry Richardson 1812 FSD krichardson@bctf.ca Liz Robinson 1901 LS lrobinson@bctf.ca Karen Rojem 2242 INFO krojem@bctf.ca Susan Ruzic 1850 PSID sruzic@bctf.ca Kerry S. 1948 ISD benefits@bctf.ca Lauri S. 1927 ISD benefits@bctf.ca Louise S. 1816 PSID benefits@bctf.ca Gloria Saggo 1867 PSID gsaggo@bctf.ca Dennis Shaw 1944 ISD dshaw@bctf.ca Kelly Shields 1879 PSID kshields@bctf.ca Marion Shukin 1804 PSID mshukin@bctf.ca Joel Siverson 2131 IT jsiverson@bctf.ca Kathleen Smith 1876 CCD ksmith@bctf.ca Jennifer Sowerby 2177 GRA jsowerby@bctf.ca David Stange 2232 INFO dstange@bctf.ca Karen Steel 2175 GRA ksteel@bctf.ca Michele Steele 1802 PSID msteele@bctf.ca Christine Stewart 1849 PSID cstewart@bctf.ca Gail Stromquist 1854 PSID gstromquist@bctf.ca Vanessa Terrell 1851 CCD vterrell@bctf.ca Kathleen Thomson 1821 FSD kthomson@bctf.ca Marie-Claude Tremblay 1844 PSID mctremblay@bctf.ca Patti Turner 1803 PSID pturner@bctf.ca Jolanta Vaitekonyte 2250 RES jvaitekonyte@bctf.ca Peter Valbonesi 2141 IT pvalbonesi@bctf.ca Brad Veitch 2140 IT bveitch@bctf.ca Calum W. 1938 ISD benefits@bctf.ca Larry W. 1928 ISD benefits@bctf.ca John Wadge 1837 FSD jwadge@bctf.ca Darlene Waggett 1846 FSD dwaggett@bctf.ca Una Walsh 2203 HR uwalsh@bctf.ca Verna Warner 2151 EO vwarner@bctf.ca Honor Wells 2107 ACCT hwells@bctf.ca Lise West 1870 CCD lwest@bctf.ca Margaret White 2252 RES mwhite@bctf.ca Drusilla Wilson 1925 ISD dwilson@bctf.ca Mike Wisla 1891 ISD mwisla@bctf.ca Sarah Young 1806 PSID syoung@bctf.ca *Department Legend ACCT:  Accounting ADMIN:  Administrative Services CAPS:  Collective Agreement & Protective Services CCD:  Communications Campaigns EO:  Executive Offices FSD:  Field Service GRA:  Graphics H&S:  Health & Safety/ISD H&W:  Health & Wellness/ISD HR:  Human Resources INFO:  Information Services ISD:  Income Security IT:  Information Technology LS:  Legal Services MAINT:  Maintenance MR:  Member Records PROD:  Production PSID:  PSID PUR:  Purchasing RES:  Research RTA:  Retired Teachers' Assn SEPF:  SEPF TREAS:  Treasurer's Office)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=16518,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2008 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 1, September 2008  Message for retired members We are planning to cut the number of copies we print of the Teacher newsmagazine. We are happy to provide a copy to you if you want to receive it but we will only mail to you for two years after you retire. In January 2009, we will stop mailing to teachers who retired prior to January 1, 2007, unless you contact us and request to be left on the mailing list. Contact us at newsmag@bctf.ca if you retired prior to January 1, 2007, and wish to continue receiving the newsmagazine. Of course the newsmagazine is available online at bctf.ca/newsmag. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "#FunFriday Fact: #BC has the highest small business employment in Canada. October is Small Business Month! Check out: http://t.co/20bcLmlvFP" @bcliberals - 03:55pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141007,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/bcedplan/status/446077620321783808?screen_name=bcedplan&id=446077620321783808,BC's Education Plan on Twitter: ".@jsteffenhagen dev of strong writing will remain prominent in #bccurric altho cursive writing itself may no longer be prescribed" Twitter Search query Search Twitter Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Language: English Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Have an account? Sign in New to Twitter? Join Today » Sign In Phone, email or username Password Sign in Remember me Forgot password? Already using Twitter via text message? Janet Steffenhagen ‏ @jsteffenhagen Mar 18 Cursive writing returns to Toronto Catholic schools http://www.thestar.com/yourtoronto/education/2014/03/14/cursive_writing_returns_to_toronto_catholic_schools.html … Is it mentioned in new #bced curriculum? @bcedplan Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Follow Following Unfollow Blocked Unblock Pending Cancel BC's Education Plan ‏ @bcedplan Mar 18 . @jsteffenhagen dev of strong writing will remain prominent in #bccurric altho cursive writing itself may no longer be prescribed Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet 5:16 PM - 18 Mar 2014 Reema Faris ‏ @rmfaris Mar 18 . @bcedplan @jsteffenhagen Before removing cursive from curric, may be advisable to check w post-sec where many exams still written by hand. Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Laila Yuile ‏ @lailayuile Mar 18 @rmfaris @bcedplan @jsteffenhagen Big mistake to remove it - this is still a life skill: ex. clerks who can't do basic math w/out calculator Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Jacqueline ‏ @_Cuddlefish_ Mar 18 @lailayuile @rmfaris @bcedplan @jsteffenhagen my kid is learning it at his elementary school. I had no idea it had been removed. Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Shirley Burdon ‏ @sbenglit Mar 18 @bcedplan @jsteffenhagen I agree big mistake to remove cursive from curr I use it in class, most kids print only, but I won't give it up. Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Don’t miss any updates from BC's Education Plan © 2014 Twitter About Help Ads info Close Flag this media This has already been marked as containing sensitive content. Flag this as containing potentially illegal content. Submit Cancel Learn more about flagging media Dismiss Close Previous Next Close Go to a person's profile Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Close Retweet this to your followers? Cancel Retweet Close Are you sure you want to delete this Tweet? Cancel Delete Close Block Cancel Block Add a location to your Tweets When you tweet with a location, Twitter stores that location. You can switch location on/off before each Tweet and always have the option to delete your location history. Learn more Turn location on Not now Turn off location Close Profile summary Close Your lists Close Create a new list List name Description Under 100 characters, optional Privacy Public · Anyone can follow this list Private · Only you can access this list Save list Close Close Embed this Tweet Add this Tweet to your website by copying the code below. Learn more Hmm, there was a problem reaching the server. Try again? Include parent Tweet Include media Preview Close Sign up for Twitter Not on Twitter? Sign up, tune into the things you care about, and get updates as they happen. Have an account? Sign in » Close Two-way (sending and receiving) short codes: Country Code For customers of United States 40404 (any) Canada 21212 (any) United Kingdom 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM Haiti 40404 Digicel, Voila Ireland 51210 Vodafone, O2 India 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Indonesia 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » See SMS short codes for other countries Close Confirmation)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "#FunFriday Fact: #BC has the highest small business employment in Canada. October is Small Business Month! Check out: http://t.co/20bcLmlvFP" @bcliberals - 03:55pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/wEWBQLD/J/UCQKHh8XOCAK/yZCAAQKJwbXxDQLSx9DgBalGujsCIjbI7drM9RpIwyEoXZqQ,Object moved Object moved to here.)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/contacts.cfm?page=psapubs&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true,BCTF Contacts Home E-mail Lists Links A to Z Index Contact Us Help SITE SEARCH Quick Links BCTF formsBCTF NewsFrançaisLabour linksPensionsTeacher NewsmagazineTeaching resources For Teachers Aboriginal Education  Bargaining & Collective Agreements  Français  Health & Safety  New Teachers  Opportunities for Members  Pensions Professional Development  Professional Rights & Responsibility  Provincial Specialist Associations  Salary & Benefits  Teachers Teaching On Call  Teaching Resources  For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > PSAs > PSA Publications Provincial Specialist Association publications and editors Last updated December 9, 2013 PSA Publication [Circulation] Editor(s) / Contact(s) Association for Educators of Gifted, Talented, and Creative Children in BC   The Leading Edge [0]   Lynn Chartres Special Education Centre 1735 Inglewood Avenue West Vancouver, BC  V7V 1Y8 604-981-1095  f: 604-981-1096 lchartres@sd45.bc.ca Association of BC Drama Educators   ABCDE Communications Director [0]   Christine Knight Carihi Secondary 350 Dogwood Street Campbell River, BC  V9W 2X9 christine.knight@sd72.bc.ca Association Provinciale des Professeurs de l'Immersion et du Programme-Francophone BC   Inform'APPIPC [500]   Sophie Bergeron Winslow Centre, SD#43 1100B Winslow Avenue Coquitlam, BC  V3J 2G3 604-937-6392  f: 604-936-6129 sbergeron@bctf.ca BC Alternate Education Association   BCAEA Newsletter [450]   Audrey Pfitzenmaier Ladner Elementary 5016 44th Avenue Delta, BC  V4K 1C1 604-946-4158  f: 604-946-4150 apfitzenmaier@deltasd.bc.ca BC Art Teachers' Association   BCATA Journal [700]   Bill Zuk University of Victoria wzuk@uvic.ca Bob Dalton UVic rdalton@uvic.ca   Visually Speaking [750]   Sharon Richards Westsyde Secondary School 855 Bebek Road Kamloops, BC  V2B 6P2 250-579-9271  f: 250-579-8194 richardss@wss.sd73.bc.ca BC Association of Mathematics Teachers   BCAMT Newsletter [0]   Ron Coleborn Schou Education Center 4041 Canada Way Burnaby, BC  V5G 1G6 604-531-3170  f: 604-664-8382 Ron.Coleborn@sd41.bc.ca   Vector [1600]   Sean Chorney Magee Secondary 6360 Maple St Vancouver, BC  V6M 4M2 604 713-8200  f: 604 713-8209 seanchorney@yahoo.ca BC Association of Teachers of Modern Languages   BCATML Newsletter [600]   Wendy Yamazaki c/o Seaquam Secondary School 11584 Lyon Road Delta, BC  V4E 2K4 604-591-6166  f: 604-591-5800 wyamazaki@deltasd.bc.ca BC Business Education Association   Signature [300]   Martin Runge Correlieu Secondary School 850 Anderson Drive Quesnel, BC  V2J 1G4 250-992-7007 (ext. 4022)  f: 250-992-8476 martinrunge@sd28.bc.ca BC Co-operative Learning PSA   Classroom Connections [0]   Erica Tjart Green Timbers Elementary 8824 144th Street Surrey, BC  V3V 5Z7 604-588-5961  f: 604-582-6173 erica88@telus.net BC Culinary Arts Specialist Association   Bouquet Garni [200]   Bob Whitford Tamanawis Senior Secondary 12600 66th Avenue Surrey, BC  V3W 2A8 604-597-5234  f: 604-597-4450 robertwhitford@shaw.ca BC Dance Educators' Association   BCDEA Newsletter [175]   Tonia Young-Eng Dr. A.R. Lord Elementary 555 Lillooet St Vancouver, BC  V5K 4G4 604 713-4620  f: 604 713-4622 tonia.young@shaw.ca BC Educators for Distributed Learning PSA   Contact [100]   Chris Rozitis Vancouver Learning Network 530 East 41st Avenue Vancouver, BC  V5W 1P3  f: 604-713-5528 crozitis@gmail.com BC Music Educators' Association   The B.C. Music Educator [600]   Regan McLachlan University of Victoria Dept of Curriclum & Instruction 250-721-7897 bcmusicjournal@gmail.com BC Primary Teachers' Association   BCPTA Newsletter [1000]   Janine Fraser Boundary District Teachers' Association Box 634, 1815D Central Avenue Grand Forks, BC  V0H 1H0 250-446-2724  f: 250-446-2623 psac55@bctf.ca Wendy Adams Westview Learning Centre 4351 Ontario Avenue Powell River, BC  V8A 1V3 604-485-5257  f: 604-485-2968 w5adams@telus.net BC Rural and Small Schools Teachers' Association   Rural Root [0]   Erika Momeyer Edgewood Elementary PO Box 129 Edgewood, BC  V0G 1J0 250 269-7212  f: 250 269-7633 ruraldragonfly@gmail.com BC School Counsellors' Association   BC Counsellor [600]   Constance Easton Steveston-London Secondary 6600 Williams Road Richmond, BC  V7E 1K5 604 668-6668  f: 604 668-6672 ck98@shaw.ca   The Catalyst [500]   Constance Easton Steveston-London Secondary 6600 Williams Road Richmond, BC  V7E 1K5 604 668-6668  f: 604 668-6672 ck98@shaw.ca BC Social Studies Teachers' Association   Dimensions of Social Studies [500]   Amber Rainkie 36-TTOC 778-051-1051 amber.rainkie@gmail.com BC Teacher-Librarians' Association   BCTLA Newsletter [0]   Heather Daly Moody Elementary 2717 St Johns Street Port Moody, BC  V3H 2B8 604-937-6380 daly_heather@hotmail.com   The Bookmark [800]   April Hilland PO Box 1685 Fort St James, BC  V0J 1P0 604-831-3159 aprilhilland@gmail.com BC Teachers for Peace and Global Education   The Global Educator [200]   Shanee Prasad 8248 Wedgewood Street Burnaby, BC  V3N 1C4 604-360-2220  f: 604-713-5761 shanee_p@hotmail.com BC Teachers of English Language Arts   English Practice [600]   Pamela Richardson UBC, Okanagan Campus, Fac. Of Ed EME 3123 3333 University Way Kelowna, BC  V1V 1V7 pamela.richardson@ubc.ca BC Technology Education Association   View Magazine [625]   Paul Boscariol L.V. Rogers Secondary School 1004 Cottonwood Street Nelson, BC  V1L 3W2 250-352-5538  f: 250-352-3119 psboscariol@shaw.ca Educators Against Racism   Educators Against Racism [0]   Michael Aaku Panorama Ridge Secondary 13220 64th Avenue Surrey, BC  V3W 1X9 604-595-8890  f: 604-595-8891 aaku_m@surreyschools.ca English as a Second Language PSA   Notes for ESL [650]   Marc Tremblay Hollyburn Elementary 1329 Duchess Avenue West Vancouver, BC  V7T 1H5 604-782-1227  f: 604-981-1221 mt4919@gmail.com Ross Powell 6543 Parkdale Drive Burnaby, BC  V5B 2X4 Environmental Educators' PSA   Ecolacy [200]   Currently on hold Learning Assistance Teachers' Association   The Vital Link [600]   Maureen Hancock 5631 Porpoise Place Nanaimo, BC  V9T 5G9 maureenhancock@shaw.ca Physical Education--British Columbia   Moving Matters [400]   Jonathan Bos Courtenay Junior Secondary 1551 Lerwick Road Courtenay, BC  V9N 9B5 250-334-2428  f: 250-334-0659 jon_deb@telus.net Provincial Intermediate Teachers' Association   PITA Newsletter [650]   Kristina Preston 4715 Laurelwood Place Burnaby, BC  V5L 4B3 778-686-8598 Special Education Association   Crosscurrents [650]   Karen Hynd Westwood Elementary 2633 Vanier Drive Prince George, BC  V2N 1V1 250-561-9235 (ext. 2213)  f: 251-056-3795 seabcpublications@gmail.com Teachers of Home Economics Specialist Association   THESA Newsletter [450]   Corrina Simpson Oak Bay Secondary 2151 Cranmore Rd Victoria, BC  V8R 1Z2 250 598-3361  f: 250 598-0710 corrinasimpson@hotmail.com About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy Close Window Print Page   Provincial Specialist Association publications and editors Last updated December 9, 2013 PSA Publication [Circulation] Editor(s) / Contact(s) Association for Educators of Gifted, Talented, and Creative Children in BC   The Leading Edge [0]   Lynn Chartres Special Education Centre 1735 Inglewood Avenue West Vancouver, BC  V7V 1Y8 604-981-1095  f: 604-981-1096 lchartres@sd45.bc.ca Association of BC Drama Educators   ABCDE Communications Director [0]   Christine Knight Carihi Secondary 350 Dogwood Street Campbell River, BC  V9W 2X9 christine.knight@sd72.bc.ca Association Provinciale des Professeurs de l'Immersion et du Programme-Francophone BC   Inform'APPIPC [500]   Sophie Bergeron Winslow Centre, SD#43 1100B Winslow Avenue Coquitlam, BC  V3J 2G3 604-937-6392  f: 604-936-6129 sbergeron@bctf.ca BC Alternate Education Association   BCAEA Newsletter [450]   Audrey Pfitzenmaier Ladner Elementary 5016 44th Avenue Delta, BC  V4K 1C1 604-946-4158  f: 604-946-4150 apfitzenmaier@deltasd.bc.ca BC Art Teachers' Association   BCATA Journal [700]   Bill Zuk University of Victoria wzuk@uvic.ca Bob Dalton UVic rdalton@uvic.ca   Visually Speaking [750]   Sharon Richards Westsyde Secondary School 855 Bebek Road Kamloops, BC  V2B 6P2 250-579-9271  f: 250-579-8194 richardss@wss.sd73.bc.ca BC Association of Mathematics Teachers   BCAMT Newsletter [0]   Ron Coleborn Schou Education Center 4041 Canada Way Burnaby, BC  V5G 1G6 604-531-3170  f: 604-664-8382 Ron.Coleborn@sd41.bc.ca   Vector [1600]   Sean Chorney Magee Secondary 6360 Maple St Vancouver, BC  V6M 4M2 604 713-8200  f: 604 713-8209 seanchorney@yahoo.ca BC Association of Teachers of Modern Languages   BCATML Newsletter [600]   Wendy Yamazaki c/o Seaquam Secondary School 11584 Lyon Road Delta, BC  V4E 2K4 604-591-6166  f: 604-591-5800 wyamazaki@deltasd.bc.ca BC Business Education Association   Signature [300]   Martin Runge Correlieu Secondary School 850 Anderson Drive Quesnel, BC  V2J 1G4 250-992-7007 (ext. 4022)  f: 250-992-8476 martinrunge@sd28.bc.ca BC Co-operative Learning PSA   Classroom Connections [0]   Erica Tjart Green Timbers Elementary 8824 144th Street Surrey, BC  V3V 5Z7 604-588-5961  f: 604-582-6173 erica88@telus.net BC Culinary Arts Specialist Association   Bouquet Garni [200]   Bob Whitford Tamanawis Senior Secondary 12600 66th Avenue Surrey, BC  V3W 2A8 604-597-5234  f: 604-597-4450 robertwhitford@shaw.ca BC Dance Educators' Association   BCDEA Newsletter [175]   Tonia Young-Eng Dr. A.R. Lord Elementary 555 Lillooet St Vancouver, BC  V5K 4G4 604 713-4620  f: 604 713-4622 tonia.young@shaw.ca BC Educators for Distributed Learning PSA   Contact [100]   Chris Rozitis Vancouver Learning Network 530 East 41st Avenue Vancouver, BC  V5W 1P3  f: 604-713-5528 crozitis@gmail.com BC Music Educators' Association   The B.C. Music Educator [600]   Regan McLachlan University of Victoria Dept of Curriclum & Instruction 250-721-7897 bcmusicjournal@gmail.com BC Primary Teachers' Association   BCPTA Newsletter [1000]   Janine Fraser Boundary District Teachers' Association Box 634, 1815D Central Avenue Grand Forks, BC  V0H 1H0 250-446-2724  f: 250-446-2623 psac55@bctf.ca Wendy Adams Westview Learning Centre 4351 Ontario Avenue Powell River, BC  V8A 1V3 604-485-5257  f: 604-485-2968 w5adams@telus.net BC Rural and Small Schools Teachers' Association   Rural Root [0]   Erika Momeyer Edgewood Elementary PO Box 129 Edgewood, BC  V0G 1J0 250 269-7212  f: 250 269-7633 ruraldragonfly@gmail.com BC School Counsellors' Association   BC Counsellor [600]   Constance Easton Steveston-London Secondary 6600 Williams Road Richmond, BC  V7E 1K5 604 668-6668  f: 604 668-6672 ck98@shaw.ca   The Catalyst [500]   Constance Easton Steveston-London Secondary 6600 Williams Road Richmond, BC  V7E 1K5 604 668-6668  f: 604 668-6672 ck98@shaw.ca BC Social Studies Teachers' Association   Dimensions of Social Studies [500]   Amber Rainkie 36-TTOC 778-051-1051 amber.rainkie@gmail.com BC Teacher-Librarians' Association   BCTLA Newsletter [0]   Heather Daly Moody Elementary 2717 St Johns Street Port Moody, BC  V3H 2B8 604-937-6380 daly_heather@hotmail.com   The Bookmark [800]   April Hilland PO Box 1685 Fort St James, BC  V0J 1P0 604-831-3159 aprilhilland@gmail.com BC Teachers for Peace and Global Education   The Global Educator [200]   Shanee Prasad 8248 Wedgewood Street Burnaby, BC  V3N 1C4 604-360-2220  f: 604-713-5761 shanee_p@hotmail.com BC Teachers of English Language Arts   English Practice [600]   Pamela Richardson UBC, Okanagan Campus, Fac. Of Ed EME 3123 3333 University Way Kelowna, BC  V1V 1V7 pamela.richardson@ubc.ca BC Technology Education Association   View Magazine [625]   Paul Boscariol L.V. Rogers Secondary School 1004 Cottonwood Street Nelson, BC  V1L 3W2 250-352-5538  f: 250-352-3119 psboscariol@shaw.ca Educators Against Racism   Educators Against Racism [0]   Michael Aaku Panorama Ridge Secondary 13220 64th Avenue Surrey, BC  V3W 1X9 604-595-8890  f: 604-595-8891 aaku_m@surreyschools.ca English as a Second Language PSA   Notes for ESL [650]   Marc Tremblay Hollyburn Elementary 1329 Duchess Avenue West Vancouver, BC  V7T 1H5 604-782-1227  f: 604-981-1221 mt4919@gmail.com Ross Powell 6543 Parkdale Drive Burnaby, BC  V5B 2X4 Environmental Educators' PSA   Ecolacy [200]   Currently on hold Learning Assistance Teachers' Association   The Vital Link [600]   Maureen Hancock 5631 Porpoise Place Nanaimo, BC  V9T 5G9 maureenhancock@shaw.ca Physical Education--British Columbia   Moving Matters [400]   Jonathan Bos Courtenay Junior Secondary 1551 Lerwick Road Courtenay, BC  V9N 9B5 250-334-2428  f: 250-334-0659 jon_deb@telus.net Provincial Intermediate Teachers' Association   PITA Newsletter [650]   Kristina Preston 4715 Laurelwood Place Burnaby, BC  V5L 4B3 778-686-8598 Special Education Association   Crosscurrents [650]   Karen Hynd Westwood Elementary 2633 Vanier Drive Prince George, BC  V2N 1V1 250-561-9235 (ext. 2213)  f: 251-056-3795 seabcpublications@gmail.com Teachers of Home Economics Specialist Association   THESA Newsletter [450]   Corrina Simpson Oak Bay Secondary 2151 Cranmore Rd Victoria, BC  V8R 1Z2 250 598-3361  f: 250 598-0710 corrinasimpson@hotmail.com)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media jthornthwaite last tweet "Please join me in recognizing the vital work foster families do for B.C. kids http://t.co/bdYy1yh9Jc #FosterFamilyMonth #northvan #bcpoli" @jthornthwaite - 10:56pm Follow @jthornthwaite BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11850&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2000 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 13, Number 1, September 2000 OPINION Affiliation with labour by Carole Gillis, Kamloops The 2000 Annual General Meeting decided that the BCTF should renew a process that has the goal of eventual affiliation with organized labour. Teacher will carry members’ views on the subject to encourage members to explore the advantages and disadvantages of affiliation. When I became a teacher and joined the BCTF I was excited to become part of a progressive and respected union, but I also felt a sense of loss that I would no longer be an affiliated member of the broader labour movement. I had worked as a grocery cashier for years, and as such had been a member, shop steward, and picket captain of the United Food and Commercial Workers’ Union Local 1518. I was also a delegate to and member-at-large of my local labour council. But, since the BCTF is not affiliated with the provincial or national labour organizations, the B.C. Federation of Labour and the Canadian Labour Congress, I would no longer be an active, voting member of the labour council. The loss to the BCTF members is greater than my personal loss of voting privileges. The B.C. Federation of Labour represents some 450,000 unionized workers in British Columbia. More than half of them belong to public-sector unions or work in the broader public sector. Thus, the single most powerful voice on public-sector labour issues in the province is the B.C. Federation of Labour. Yet, because we are not affiliated, the BCTF has no input into the BC Fed’s message. Moreover, the BC Fed plays a significant role representing public-sector unions to both the public and the employer. The Fed has a public-sector committee to develop and enact strategies around privatization, essential services, superannuation plans, and co-ordinated bargaining, among other issues of interest to public-sector unions. That committee meets with senior government officials, MLAs, and cabinet ministers on general labour issues like the Labour Code, and on specific negotiations and policy. Yet, the BCTF is not at that table, and the views and concerns of our 40,000 members are not represented when labour develops its positions and strategies, nor when labour carries them out. When media seek labour’s response to political events, the BCTF has no input into the way broader public-sector issues are portrayed to the public. Not only is our voice not heard within the collective labour voice of the province, but also our failure to affiliate with labour organizations affects the way our colleagues throughout the labour movement perceive us and the importance of education-specific issues. BCTF members can be proud of the way we demonstrated solidarity with our CUPE colleagues across B.C. during their work stoppage in the spring, and CUPE certainly expressed appreciation of our support. But other unions are not so sure of our solidarity with them. And inevitably, they hesitate when we seek the support of labour on teacher- and education-related events. There is much talk of receding borders in the new global village; this is certainly true for both government and corporate employers. The solution for workers, be they miners or nurses, grocery cashiers or teachers, is to organize collective responses. The BCTF prides itself on being a union with a social conscience, and teachers feel strongly our broader responsibility to society. The BCTF’s outlook and social justice work would perfectly complement the activities of the BC Fed on women’s, youth, poverty, and international-solidarity issues, among others. Our expertise would be especially valuable to the BC Fed for its new initiatives in labour education. Affiliation is a natural extension of the common interests and values shared by teachers and social justice advocates across the labour movement. Some teachers say the BC Fed and the CLC serve workers well, but that, as professionals, we have interests different from those of other working people. Yet the BC Fed represents a variety of professionals: engineers, pharmacists, journalists, microbiologists, healthcare professionals, and college and university instructors, to name but a few. And I would ask teachers, do you feel like managers in your schools? Are we not working professionals, whose wages and working conditions are affected by decisions made by managers? Really, how different are our issues from those of other unionized, affiliated workers? It’s time we take our place in the labour movement. Carole Gillis teaches at NorKam Secondary School, Kamloops.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/PEA-Newsletter.aspx?id=27559&printPage=true,Public Education Advocates Newsletter #1, July 11, 2012  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Newsletters and Alerts > Public Ed. Advocates Newsletter > 2012-13 Archives Public Education Advocates Newsletter July 11, 2012, Issue #1 Cowichan board is fired    The Cowichan board was fired by Education Minister George Abbott despite a decade of cuts to the services and facilities that support public education on the Cowichan Valley.  Former chair Eden Haythornthwaite said they were simply trying to protect students. “Our position was that in the last three years alone, in the last three budgets alone, we’ve cut almost $11 million from our operating budget and we felt we had ceased to be able to provide equal access to quality learning opportunities for all the children in Cowichan.”  More.... In June, the Cowichan trustees clearly indicated to the ministry they had a balanced budget in hand. However, the regressive nature of the budget would see further cuts to services and classroom support, the elimination of maintenance workers, and neglecting repairs to aging schools. Rather than act on the suggestions outlined in the restorative budget proposed by the Cowichan board, Abbott has replaced the board with current Superintendent Mike McKay of Surrey. Eden Haythornthwaite, chair of the Cowichan board has emphatically stated on several occasions “the action of this board is not a protest but instead fulfilling the election commitment that five trustees made to the citizens of the Cowichan Valley. Instead of cutting, cramming, and closing, the majority of the board favoured the introduction of a restoration budget that entailed a three year plan that will improve classroom conditions and re-vitalize support for students.” Click here to see the “rally to save the Cowichan five video.” In anticipation of the Cowichan firing, trustees from around the province sent letters of support. Qualicum trustees stated in a public letter of support, “It could be us in the same position next year.”  Read more here. New collective agreement for teachers is a small gain for teachers  A collective agreement that contained no concessions but did show improvements to benefits can still be considered a gain for teachers. Even though government failed to properly address improvements to teacher benefits more than six years ago, a concentrated effort on the part of the BCTF and BCPSEA finally found the solution to form an agreement. Teachers are taking some satisfaction that their job action and solidarity did push back the Liberal government demands for concessions. Check out the BCTF news release. New collective agreement between school boards and teachers will not improve classroom conditions   Since March 2011, the Liberal government has deliberately used tactics to confuse the public perception of the collective bargaining process. When you begin to add in the Liberals introduction of the Education Plan, the Learning Improvement Fund (LIF), and a net-zero policy, it was no wonder the public struggled to understand the position of teachers.  During the past 18 months, the government has attempted to convince the public they have come up with the remedy for the illegal stripping of the teachers’ collective agreement. The tactic tried to satisfy the appeal decision by the BC Supreme Court on Bills 27 and 28 stating the Liberal government had to negotiate a remedy with the BCTF.  The Bill 22 legislation of the Learning Improvement Fund is an imposed and flawed remedy for funding shortfalls that has decimated the classroom support for students in public schools.  “I doubt you could find a single teacher in BC who is happy with this agreement because it does absolutely nothing to improve the situation in classrooms for students or teachers,” said BCTF President Susan Lambert. Read more about the LIF. The LIF fund will result in a battle for funds within a district on a school-against-school basis. The squeaky wheel rule will apply year to year, as parents and staffs make a plea for support. The government funding projections do not cover inflation nor does the funding replace the current efforts by parent advisory groups to support individual school needs. It is naive to think that adding an education assistant or distributing minute portions of specialized teachers to schools on a one-time only premise will effectively serve students with special needs over the long term. The truth about Liberal education funding  The hype from the Liberal government insists the $165 million LIF over three years to school districts would somehow solve class-composition issues. The ministry’s three-year plan to freeze operating grants could result in up to $300 million in cuts to education programs and services over three years, just to make up for the loss of purchasing power due to inflation. This suggests that improvements to classroom conditions arising from the Learning Improvement Fund will be far outweighed by the on-going erosion of classroom conditions arising from district budget shortfalls.  School boards are on record about the funding shortfall.  Those boards that have rejected the idea of a deficit have clearly stated they have no choice but to cut student support services, close schools, shortening the calendar, and reduce staff.  The Sunshine Coast Board states, “We expect that whatever share we get of the Learning Improvement Fund will fall short of maintaining the student services we currently offer after accounting for inflation and other increased costs.” More… BCTF to take civil action against Bill 22  Because the new collective agreement fails to provide improvements to class size and composition or salaries, and teachers’ labour rights continue to be trampled by Bill 22, the BCTF is filing notice of civil claim in BC Supreme Court. The BCTF is asserting the Liberal legislation in several ways has infringed on the constitutional right to free collective bargaining that is guaranteed in the Charter of Rights, section 2.  The full notice of civil claim can be found on the BCTF website here. Education funding shortfall will continue in 2012–13   Even though your school property taxes are indexed to the provincial inflation rate of 2–3%, funding to school district operating budgets are frozen over the next there years. The Liberal 2012 Fiscal and Budget Plan for 2012 to 2015 reveal that it will be difficult for boards to meet the obligation of a balanced budget over the remaining term for trustees. North Vancouver teacher, Ian Cunliffe will run 22 marathons to keep the public eyes on effects of dwindling education funding   Ian, an experienced ultra marathoner begins his epic journey on August 8 in Sparwood, BC. He will make his way west to completion in Vancouver on August 31.  For almost 22 days, Ian will run and walk his way through southern BC meeting colleagues, parents, and the media.  Ian invites you to ride or run with him through your community. The desire to run is fueled by the need to tell the real story of how kids really do matter and teachers care a whole lot more. Keep track of Ian’s journey on Facebook. Liberals expected to rule BC from Christy’s office  Unless Christy has a burning need or is typically inept, the Legislature may not sit until next February. The pigeons at the Legislature in Victoria are suggesting Christy may choose to rule from afar to avoid the scrutiny of the NDP and the media. Any chance to repeat as premier will require a clean slate from this point forward. Calling a fall session will only direct attention to her troubled and perhaps incriminating past as a willing participant in the Liberal vandalism of the public sector. Liberals are already shuffling their communication people to make the most of the summer fund raising events. Check out the dates here.   BC teachers lead the way to better schools   BC teachers have a plan to ensure a quality public education system in BC.  Better Schools for BC, builds on current successes and teachers’ dedication to developing your child’s learning potential. Our vision of what needs to be restored to the BC public school system is explained in detail in this plan. Go to bctf.ca and look for details. Be an active supporter of quality public schools for BC   Defend and support the bold stand taken by the Cowichan board. Send an e-mail of support to the former chair and trustees c/o Eden Haythornthwaite, haythornthwaite@shaw.ca. Send a message to this government making it clear the sustained attack on teachers and the public school system is not working in the best interests of the people of BC. Write your MLA or your school board chair.    This summer, MLAs or candidates in the May 2013 provincial election will be fundraising and building their election team. Speak out for an increased investment in public schools and the need for this government to fairly negotiate a collective agreement with public school teachers in 2013. Click here for more information.  Ask others to join our Public Education Advocacy e-mail list to read about the issues and get involved. Check out our Facebook page and become a friend, and join us on Twitter!)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/AboutUs.aspx?id=18886,BCTF > History of teachers' pensions in BC  	About us  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > About Us > History > Bargaining History Teachers' pensions – a brief history The spring 1973 session of the legislature made several significant improvements to the Teachers’ Pensions Act. The gross differences between the pensions of long-service and short-service teachers were reduced; the averaging period was reduced from seven to five years; vesting was granted after 10 years; portability was extended to include all B.C. government-managed pension plans; discrimination between the rights of widows and widowers was removed; and the government agreed to increase its contributions to the pensions fund. Legislation in the spring of 1974 and 1975 resulted in several pensions improvements. Among the major ones were: escalation of pensions in line with increases in the Consumer Price Index, pensions of 2% times years of service (maximum 70% pension at or after age 55 for teachers with 35 years service, retirement between age 55 and 60 with reduced pensions for teachers with 10-34 years of service (escalation effective at age 60), government matching of teachers’ contributions beginning in 1975. 1994 amendments incorporated a “90” formula for age plus years of service and reduced the early retirement penalty from 5% to 3% per year. Pensions – Members’ Guide Prepared by Bruce Watson, July 13, 2002 Plan members and the employer both agreed in 1974 to an additional contribution of up to 1% each to make a one-time adjustment to pensions in payment from 1972 to 1975 and to provide on-going inflation protection. Commencing in 1975 all past and future pensions would be adjusted quarterly by the changes in the Canadian Consumer Price Index. In addition the final average salaries of plan members on long term disability and those with vested pensions would be increased to date of retirement by the same index. In 1981 the 1% contribution for indexing was allocated to the Inflation Adjustment Account. The quarterly indexing of pensions ceased and was replaced by an annual increase, not to exceed the Canadian Consumer Price Index, and within the available funds in the Inflation Adjustment Account. The government agreed at this time to create an Investment Committee, with BCTF representation, to hear reports from the Ministry of Finance and to give input to the investment of the pension fund. Changes to teachers’ pension benefits are on-going: lowering the vesting period from 10 to 2 years; basing pension eligibility on the “90” factor; lessening the reduction for early retirement; indexing the CPP offset; making available to retirees the Medical Services Plan of BC, an Extended Health Benefit plan and a Dental plan with the cost sharing dependent upon pensionable service; recognizing child-rearing years for pension eligibility; simplifying and broadening purchase of service rules. In 1992 the Teachers’ Pension Plan Advisory Committee (TPPAC) was formed to create a committee to represent the interests of all pension plan members—members of the BCTF, the Principals’ and Vice-Principals’ Association, the BC School Superintendents’ Association and the retired members of the plan. Full maturity in the pension plan was attained when the BCTF as Plan Member Partner and the Minister of Finance as the Plan Employer Partner signed an agreement to implement joint trusteeship of the Teachers’ Pension Plan. Under the Agreement, effective 5 April 2001, the Teachers’ Pension Board of Trustees ( 5 appointees from each partner) is responsible for managing the pension plan and the pension fund. Two crown corporations, the BC Pension Corporation and the BC Investment Management Corporation, are delegated the responsibility, respectively, for the day to day administration of the plan and the investment of the funds. About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141007,play.google.com,https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.huffingtonpost.android&hl=lt,Huffington Post - „Android“ programos „Google Play“ Paieška Vaizdai Žemėlapiai YouTube Gmail Diskas Kalendorius Vertėjas Daugiau Mobilusis Piniginė Tinklaraščiai Nuotraukos Dar daugiau » Account Options Registruotis Programos Mano programos Apsipirkti Žaidimai Redaktoriaus pasirinkimas Filmai ir TV Mano filmai ir TV Apsipirkti Filmai Televizorius Kino studijos Tinklai Muzika Mano muzika Apsipirkti Knygos Mano knygos Apsipirkti Vadovėliai Kioskas Mano Kioskas Apsipirkti Įrenginiai Apsipirkti Parduotuvė Mano „Play“ veikla Mano pageidavimų sąrašas Išpirkti Pirkti dovanų kortelę Pirkti „Google Play“ kreditą Kategorijos Apsipirkimas Bibliotekos ir demonstracinės versijos Finansai Fotografija Gyvenimo būdas Įrankiai Kelionės ir vietinis Knygos ir nuorodos Komiksai Medicina Medija ir vaizdo įrašai Muzika ir garso įrašai Naujienos ir žurnalai Orai Pramogos Produktyvumas Ryšiai Socialinis Sportas Suasmeninimas Sveikata ir kūno rengyba Švietimas Tiesioginis darbalaukio fonas Transportavimas Valdikliai Verslas Žaidimai Dėlionė Įprastos temos Kazino Kortos Lenktynės Loginiai Mokomieji Muzika Nuotykių Simuliaciniai Skirti šeimai Sporto Stalo Strateginiai Vaidmenų žaid. Veiksmas Žaid. automat. Žodžių Pagrindinis Populiariausiųjų įrašų sąrašas Nauji leidimai Mano užsakymai Nustatymai „Android“ įrenginio tvarkymo priemonė Huffington Post HuffingtonPost.com - 2014 m. spalis 1 d. Naujienos ir žurnalai 1 Įdiegti Pridėti prie pageidavimų sąrašo Pridedama... Pridėta prie pageidavimų sąrašo Pašalinti Šalinama... Įkeliama įrenginio suderinamumo informacija... (20 440) Versti aprašą į lietuvių naudojant „Google“ vertėją? Versti aprašą atgal į anglų Vertėjas Aprašas Featuring real-time updates from HuffPost's Pulitzer-prize winning newsroom, the app lets your voice be heard by commenting on articles, and sharing your favorite stories and opinion pieces with friends, family, and coworkers in your social networks. The new "universal" version of the app supports multiple devices -- including phones, and 7-inch and 10-inch tablets, both with grid and list layouts -- and also offers a unique "night mode" feature. You can also download stories for offline reading – no connections needed. And it’s global – our app connects you with the best from our international editions, including the UK, Canada, France, Germany, Spain, Italy, Japan, Brazil, and South Korea. Featuring realaus laiko atnaujinimus iš HuffPost Pulitzerio premijos laimėti Naujienos, app leidžia jūsų balsas būtų išgirstas komentuodamas straipsnių ir dalintis savo mėgstamų istorijų ir nuomonių gabalus su draugais, šeima ir bendradarbiais į savo socialinius tinklus. Naujoji "universalus" versija app palaiko kelis įrenginius - tarp telefonų ir 7 colių ir 10 colių tabletės, tiek su tinklo ir sąrašo maketai - ir taip pat siūlo unikalią "Nakties režimo" funkcija. Taip pat galite atsisiųsti istorijas skaityti neprisijungus - ne jungtis reikia. Ir tai yra pasaulinio masto - mūsų programa sujungia jus su mūsų tarptautinių leidinių, įskaitant JK, Kanadoje, Prancūzijoje, Vokietijoje, Ispanijoje, Italijoje, Japonijoje, Brazilijoje ir Pietų Korėjos geriausias. Skaityti daugiau Jei norite pateikti komentarą, turite įdiegti šią programą. „Google Play“ komentaruose dabar naudojama „Google+“, kad lengviau peržiūrėtumėte jums svarbių žmonių nuomones. Nauji komentarai bus viešai susieti su jūsų „Google+“ profiliu. Ankstesniuose komentaruose jūsų vardas rodomas kaip „Google“ naudotojas“. Prisiregistruoti naudoti „Google+“ „Google Play“ komentaruose dabar naudojama „Google+“, kad lengviau peržiūrėtumėte jums svarbių žmonių nuomones. Nauji komentarai bus viešai susieti su jūsų „Google+“ profiliu. Ankstesniuose komentaruose jūsų vardas rodomas kaip „Google“ naudotojas“. Tęsti Parašyti atsiliepimą Pateikti atsiliepimą Mano apžvalga apžvalga Atsiliepimai Naudingumas Naujausi Įvertinimas Naudingumas Parašyti atsiliepimą 3,8 – iš viso: 20 440 5 8 981 4 5 246 3 2 167 2 1 278 1 2 734 Kas naujo Expanded Notifications Skaityti daugiau Papildoma informacija Atnaujinta 2014 m. spalis 1 d. Dydis Skiriasi atsižvelgiant į įrenginį Diegimai 1 000 000–5 000 000 Dabartinė versija Skiriasi atsižvelgiant į įrenginį Būtina naudoti „Android“ Skiriasi atsižvelgiant į įrenginį Turinio įvertinimas Vidutiniška Leidimai Peržiūrėkite išsamią informaciją Ataskaita Pažymėti kaip netinkamą Siūlo HuffingtonPost.com Kūrėjas Apsilankykite svetainėje El. paštas android@huffingtonpost.com Privatumo politika Panašūs BBC News BBC Worldwide (Ltd) 1 Nemokama Get the latest world and regional news from the BBC’s global network of more than 2000 journalists. From breaking news, to business, entertainment, technology, the arts and sport, all divided into clear sections, this free app lets you watch video reports, listen to live radio and read the latest updates wherever you are. Key features:  • All the latest news as it happens  • Watch or listen to the latest news headlines  • Opt in for breaking news push notifications  • Download the latest stories when you have a signal and then read them offline at your leisure  • Share stories to a range of social networks, or email/SMS to a friend  • Personalise the home screen by adding, removing and re-ordering news categories to suit your preferences  • Listen live to BBC World Service radio  • Home screen widgets to keep you up to date  • Settings to allow the app to automatically update in the background  • Set text size to suit your preferences  • Ability to send stories, video, and photos directly to the BBC News team  • Full range of News categories: Top stories, US & Canada, Europe, Latin America, Asia, Middle East, Africa, UK, Technology, Business, Features & Analysis, Science & Environment, Entertainment & Arts, Health, Also In The News, Sport  • Ability to store the app on the SD card. Widgets will not be available if you choose to use this function. This is a feature of the Android system. *Currently unavailable for devices running 2.2 and below. We are working on a fix and this will be available soon. Version 2.4.4:  • Push notifications for big breaking news stories  • Landscape support for all devices  • Various bug fixes including an issue that occasionally caused duplicate push notifications. If you choose to receive push notifications, a unique identifier relating to your device will be stored by ProcessOne on behalf of the BBC to provide you with the service. No other personal data relating to you (such as a username or email address) is processed. The BBC will keep your information secure and not share it with anyone else in accordance with the BBC’s Privacy and Cookies Policy, available at http://www.bbc.co.uk/privacy/ You can choose to unsubscribe from push notifications in the app’s settings screen. Permissions:  • INTERNET: Used to get the latest news content from the BBC  • ACCESS_NETWORK_STATE: Used to determine whether you are on 3G or WiFi to deliver the best quality content  • WAKE_LOCK: Used if you enable background updates in settings  • GET_ACCOUNTS: Used to determine if your device is capable of receiving Push messages  • C2D_RECEIVE/C2D_MESSAGE: Used to receive Push messages if you opt in 1 Nemokama CNN Breaking US & World News CNN 1 Nemokama CNN connects you to the world -- wherever you are. The redesigned CNN App for Android has been rebuilt and redesigned for use on both your phone and tablet. Stay informed with the latest headlines and original stories from around the globe. Follow up-to-the-minute reporting with breaking news alerts and live video. Share stories and videos and comment on top stories. •Get breaking news alerts and follow stories as they develop. •Go beyond the surface with international, politics, opinion, tech and entertainment stories and more. •Watch video clips and coverage of live events as they unfold. View your favorite CNN shows live (as available, check with your cable, satellite or telecommunications provider). •Contribute a story or opinion to CNN iReport by uploading photos and video directly from your app. Follow other iReporters and see stories from their points of view. •Access your local weather information, including current and extended forecasts. •Browse photo galleries related to today’s news. •Sync your Samsung Galaxy Gear to your CNN app and receive breaking news and top stories on your wearable device (available on select Android phones). The CNN App may ask your permission to access certain functions on your device such as location, network connection, camera and social media accounts. Doing so can enhance some features of your app such as weather forecasts, iReport submissions and ability to share stories with your social networks. The CNN App may also ask your permission for “phone calls” to allow you to call CNN regarding story ideas or general feedback. CNN respects your privacy and would never misuse your personal information. Have questions or feedback on the CNN App? E-mail us at Android@cnn.com. We are always looking for suggestions on how to provide the best experience possible for you. 1 Nemokama USA TODAY USA TODAY 1 Nemokama The nation’s news from USA TODAY is accessible 24/7 on your Android phone or tablet. Staying informed has never been this quick, easy or enjoyable. Headlines - Browse the latest headlines in our News, Sports, Life, Money, Tech, Travel and Opinion sections. Stories are updated 24/7 and can be shared via e-mail, Twitter, Facebook or any sharing app you download on your device. Scores - Check out the latest sports scores for the NFL, MLB, NBA, NHL, MLS, college football and college basketball. Weather - Get current conditions, forecasts, and radar maps, and save them for up to ten locations. Photos - Enjoy beautiful photo galleries, including the Day in Pictures, Day in Sports, and Day in Celebrities—you can flip through the day's best photos or play them back as a slideshow and share your favorites with friends. We’ve also added the Editorial Cartoon gallery to the Opinion section. Snapshots - Check out our signature Snapshots in News, Money, Sports, and Life, and vote to see Quick Question results in each one. Offline Reading - Save and read USA TODAY content offline, even when you don't have a connection. *NEW for Android 2.3+ Users: Customized Alerts - Get Breaking News alerts and alerts from USA TODAY sections including News, Sports, Life, Money, or Tech. Choose up to six categories and know more about everything as it happens. *NEW for Android 2.3+ Users: Quiet Time - Set times when an alert won’t initiate a light, sound, or vibration on your device. 1 Nemokama „Google“ naujienos ir orai Google Inc. 1 Nemokama Išsamus ir suasmenintas pagrindinių istorijų ir vietinių naujienų bei orų prognozės rodinys. • Informacija iš 65 000 leidinių • Galimybė perbraukus lengvai pasiekti kategorijas, pvz., populiariausias istorijas, technologijas, sportą ir orus • Pritaikykite išdėstymą naudodami bet kurį iš 60 šalių leidimų, pagrindinio ekrano valdiklius ir suasmenintas naujienų skiltis, pvz., Holivudo, NASA, mados arba bet kurias kitas dominančias naujienas • Palieskite bet kurią istoriją, kad galėtumėte pasirinkti išsamias apžvalgas, įskaitant straipsnius apie tam tikros temos analizę, nuomonę ir vietinį požiūrį 1 Nemokama NYTimes - Breaking News The New York Times Company 1 Nemokama Introducing The New York Times Android app. Experience The New York Times’s award-winning journalism. Get the latest news, elegantly presented with enhanced imagery, multimedia and streamlined navigation. Stay informed on world news, national news, business, the arts, technology, style, sports, food, travel, opinions and more. The New York Times app also includes our International Edition with breaking news, world news, current events and cultural content from our 50 newspaper bureaus around the globe. Named Editors’ Choice as one of the top apps on Google Play, The New York Times app connects you to your favorite newspaper anywhere you are, anytime you want to read it. We’re breaking news, world news and national news in your pocket. Download the NYTimes Android app for FREE today, and subscribe to receive your first 14 days at no cost. All users can access up to 10 free articles per month, from any section. App Features: • Watch exclusive videos and browse our award-winning photography • Breaking news alerts — be the first to know about current events as soon as they occur • Get the latest news in less time with automatic background refresh • Save NYT articles to revisit later on any device (web, phone, tablet) • Customize your news experience with home screen widgets • Share The Times’s articles, photos and videos through Facebook, Twitter, email and SMS • Sit back and have the latest NYT news read to you aloud with text to speech • Read more comfortably in low-light with “night mode" • Miss recent world news or national news? Quickly search by topic, name or interest • Join the conversations — view and write comments on articles, or use speech-to-text to “speak in” comments • Get a daily photo preview of the day’s top stories in the Android notification area • Have a Samsung Style Pen (S Pen)? Annotate articles and save your notes for future reference For unlimited access to our award-winning journalism, subscribe now and get your first 14 days free via Google Play.* Subscriptions are $14.99/month (Smartphone + Web), $19.99/month (Tablet + Web) and $34.99/month (All Digital Access includes tablet and smartphone apps). All subscriptions are auto-renewable. Feedback? Suggestions? Issues? Please contact our support team at android@nytimes.com. We’ll do our best to assist you. Your feedback is important to us. *Promotional offers for new subscribers only. Smartphone and tablet apps are not supported on all devices. Prices shown are in U.S. dollars, and local pricing is available in over 55 countries. Other restrictions apply. 1 Nemokama Fast News Pinenuts Android Developers 1 Nemokama Fast and lightweight mobile news feed reader for your country major newspapers! Supported countries are USA, UK, Ireland, India, Canada, Australia, Malaysia and many more. Choose, read and easily compare the most famous newspapers with your mobile free of charge and in the fastest way possible. All the headlines of major newspapers in the palm of your hand. If you want to stay up to date with what happens in your country and use as little time as possible, then this app is what you need! Fast News is a RSS Feed Reader but unlike other feature rich news readers, it will bring you directly to the news without wasting any time messing around with the user interface or news loading. It is the best app for the daily reader. This app is still in Beta state, please provide feedback! Fast News US version will show you the content of the public rss feeds from these major United States newspapers: * The New York Times * New York Daily News * USA Today * L.A. Times * Huffington Post * CNN * Washington Post * MSNBC * NPR * Reuters * NYPost * Newsday * Denver Post * Dallas Morning * ABC News * Fox News Latest * ESPN Sport News * The Daily Beast * Forbes * Salon * The Nation * Yahoo! News US * USA Reddit channel * Wall Street Journal For UK: * Daily Mail * Daily Mirror * Daily Star * BBC UK * Daily Telegraph * Reuters UK * Daily Express * Daily Record * The Guardian * The Independent * The Herald * The Conversation * Sky News * Huffington Post UK * UnitedKingdom Reddit * #UK #NEWS Twitter For India (various languages): * Dainik Jagran National * Dainik Bhaskar * Hindustan * Amar Ujala * Times Of India (TOI) * Jagran Post * Rajasthan Patrika * Mid-Day * Malayala Manorama * Prabhat Khabar * The Hindu * Deccan Chronicle * Hindustan Times * Mathrubhumi * Deccan Herald * NDTV News * Financial Chronicle * Lokmat * Dinakaran * RediffNews * Economic Times * Telegraph India * New Indian Express * Reddit India /r/india * #India #News Twitter For Ireland: * Irish Examiner * Irish Daily Star * Irish Independent * Irish Central * Herald * RTÉ * BreakingNews.ie For Canada (in English and French): * Toronto Star * The Globe and Mail * Le Journal de Montréal * La Presse * Montreal Gazette * The Vancouver Sun * The Toronto Sun * The Province * National Post * Calgary Herald * Winnipeg Free * Ottawa Citizen * Edmonton Journal * Chronicle Herald For Australia: * Australian Broadcasting Corporation (ABC) * Herald Sun * Courier-Mail * Sydney Morning Herald (SMH) * The West Australian * The Age * The Advertiser (Adelaide) * The Conversation * The Australian * Perth Now * SBS World News For Malaysia (In Malay, English and Chinese): * Borneo Post * The Sun Daily * Harian Metro * NewStraitsTimes * Free Malaysia Today * HarakahDaily * Oriental Daily * MalaysiaKini * Berita Harian * The Malaysian Insider If you want another newspaper to be included in the list, please send us an email. Features: * Very fast and lightweight newsreader * Immediate and simple to use * Optimized for low bandwidth usage and high download speed * Easy to compare an article between different newspapers * Choose only the newspapers you want and change their order * Front page of the most important newspapers in your country with all the currents news and stories about politics crimes gossip sport government taxes crisis economics finances * Many countries supported: United States of America, United Kingdom, Canada, Australia, Ireland, Malaysia, India, Germany, France, Italy, Netherlands, Spain, Mexico, Argentina, China, Taiwan, Belgium, Austria * Share the news with friends through mail, social networks, Facebook, Twitter, Whatsapp or any other app you have installed. * The best for the daily reader Disclaimer: This app is not affiliated nor related with any of the newspapers cited here. The content the app shows comes from publicly available RSS feeds from the newspapers which retains all copyrights and thus the app is not to be held responsible for any of the content displayed. 1 Nemokama Fox News FOX News Network, LLC 1 Nemokama Follow dynamic, real-time reporting from Fox News in the enhanced app for Android, rebuilt from the ground up. Get comprehensive coverage of the day’s hottest stories with Fox News alerts, Fair and Balanced headlines, live streaming video through Fox News Go, vibrant photo galleries, and the latest video clips from your favorite shows on demand! Video - With Fox News Go, 24/7 live Fox News Channel and Fox Business Network anytime, anywhere* - View streaming coverage of live events and exclusive programming available only online Multitasking - Browse the latest headlines while watching Fox News live coverage and clips on demand - Adjust the player size to you preference – go full screen by flipping your phone into landscape or shrink it down to audio only. Watch it your way Breaking News & Alerts - Subscribe to Fox News Alerts to follow breaking news as it happens - Keep an eye on the Breaking News Hub to stay up to date on a story as it unfolds Enhanced News Format - Articles now offer related content – view videos, slideshows, and lists for the news that matters to you Shows - View the latest videos from the #1 cable news shows and anchors on Fox News Channel - Connect with your favorite shows and news personalities on Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, and more directly from the app Please Note: - The Fox News 2.0 app is available for 4.0 and up - Saved articles and weather preferences will not transfer to version 2.0 - Users will need to re-enter credentials for their cable, satellite, and telco providers to watch Fox News Channel and Fox Business Network live - Fox News Radio has been removed from the app, download the Fox News Radio app on the Google Play to listen live * An authorized pay TV subscription is required in order to watch live FOX News Channel and FOX Business Network. 1 Nemokama NewsHunt : India News | eBooks Ver sé Innovation 1 Nemokama ★ Top 10 Consumer Mobile Apps in India - Nielsen Consumer Rankings ★ ★ Must Have App - Live Mint ★ ★ World Class app from Indian App Developer - Next Big What ★ ★ Winner GSMA Mobile Award for Best Mobile Publishing Product ★ ★ Winner mBillionth Award for News & Journalism ★ Join over 50 million people in India who love and use NewsHunt to read News, eBooks and Magazines in 12 languages. NewsHunt brings together largest collection of regional language news & ebooks from the world. NEWS FEATURES • Read News from National & Regional Newspapers, Websites & other News sources • Support for 11 Indian languages, even if your phone doesn't support the language & font. Latest news available in Hindi, Malayalam, Tamil, Telugu, Kannada, Bengali, Marathi, Gujarati, Punjabi, Oriya & Urdu • Get Local News from over 600 Indian districts & towns, plus Cricket scores, weather, horoscopes, stock updates & classifieds • Opt in to get Alerts & Notifications of Breaking News even when you’re not using the app • Set text size and background color to suit your preference • Home screen widget that shows latest news stories from recently read Newspapers. • Share News over SMS, Whatsapp, Email, Facebook or any other app you have installed • Features hundreds of fully licensed partners including The Indian Express, Rajasthan Patrika, Prabhat Khabar, Mathrubhumi, lokmat, Malayala Manorama, Dinakaran, Dinamalar, Eenadu, Sakshi, Ananda Bazaar Patrika, Deccan Herald, Sakaal, Divya Bhaskar, Jagbani, India Today, BBC (Hindi), Siasat & more BOOK STORE/READER FEATURES • Browse, download and read the largest collection of regional language eBooks. Read authors including Surendra Mohan Pathak, Chetan Bhagat, Rajesh Kumar, Sudha Murthy, Kannadhasan, and Deepak Chopra as well as international best selling authors. • Choose from thousands of free ebooks such as The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes to Alice in Wonderland • Easily shop for ebooks, including new releases in every category including New York Times® best sellers. • Read mobile optimized magazines & magazine singles(single articles) from leading magazines like Saras Salil, Caravan, Stardust, Champak, Savvy, Grihshobha & Manohar Kahaniyan. • Pay using your mobile phone in addition to your credit/debit cards - Buy eBook using your mobile operator. Available for Indian customers only. • Customize Your Reading—Choose your preferred font size, and background color to read your books. REACH US To report any issues with usage or just to share feedback and tell us how we can improve, write to support@newshunt.com Google+: https://plus.google.com/+newshunt Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/newshunt Twitter: https://twitter.com/newshuntapp 1 Nemokama News Republic – Smarter news News Republic 1 Nemokama The definitive news app with an elegant design, unrivaled news coverage and a simple, delightful interface optimized for all smartphones and tablets. - Visual: Get all the latest news from your favorite topics in a highly visual format. - Smart: News Republic learns what you like and personalizes your news experience automatically. - Complete: Enjoy complete articles with photos and videos from trusted sources - Personal: Choose only the topics that are of interest to you, and personalize your home screen. - In-depth: Explore related topics via Tag Nav™, our innovative news navigation system. - Customizable: Add custom RSS feed sources from your favorite websites Features hundreds of fully licensed partners including Reuters, Bloomberg, Huffington Post, TechCrunch and many more. Get complete coverage on: National News, Technology, Politics, Sports, Entertainment and many more topics. _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ “News Republic offers the cure for infobesity” CNET. “If you love news, News Republic is the right app for you!” – AppDictions. Best News App! – AppStorm. News Republic is available in 9 regional editions - USA, UK, Germany, Italy, France, Spain, China, LatAm and International _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ PERSONALIZE > EXPLORE > GET ALERTED > SHARE > REACT > RESEARCH Inform yourself - Get News Republic now! Twitter - @newsrepublic Facebook - facebook.com/pages/News.Republic Watch - vimeo.com/channels/newsrepublic 1 Nemokama The Times of India News Times Internet Limited 1 Nemokama What some of our users are saying: ★★★★★ TOI has Soared The new version is pretty clean and attractive. Very responsive and very few lags. New options are very much appreciated. In all a very good update. - Ady Sharma (Nexus 5) ★★★★★ Love the notification feature No need to open the app every important news comes as a notification. - neeraj jadwani (Moto E) ★★★★★ Live TV and Audio is too good! TOI app has been improving with every update. The most recent addition of Times Now TV and Audio is just fabulous. Absolutely best news app in India. - Ninad Oak (Galaxy S3) ★★★★★ TOI is the best English news app The UI is excellent and also news can be read even when not online and saves lot of data not reloading when not required. - Joydeep Kumbhakar (Galaxy S Duos2) The Times of India, India’s largest media house, brings you the best news experience on the go. Download the TOI app on your Android device and stay updated on news from across the world, anywhere, anytime. The TOI app offers everything that an avid news reader is looking for – breaking news, latest headlines, trending news stories and in-depth coverage of sports, entertainment, business and technology including the Mangalyaan mission and Asian Games 2014. From India news to world news, political news to cricket news, technology news to Bollywood news and movie reviews of Bollywood, Hollywood and regional films – get the most relevant coverage of celebrity news. Also available is the vivid photogallery of famous Bollywood celebrities, industrialist, politicians, sports person and events / parties that are the talk of town. Also catch the live coverage of all the breaking news on Times Now Live TV & Times Now Live Audio. 1 Nemokama NBC News NBC News Digital LLC 1 Nemokama NBC News delivers the stories you care about, right now. Get up-to-the-minute breaking news, exclusive interviews, and in-depth reporting from our journalists around the world. The completely redesigned NBC News app can be used on both your phone and tablet. Here are a few highlights: • Faster and more visual than ever before • Stories download automatically so you can keep reading when you’re offline • Even more videos, slideshows and articles now available • Unique split screen plays video while you read stories Our live, continuous coverage gives you all the news you want, and now it’s easier than ever to share the stories that matter most to you. 1 Nemokama Flipboard: Your News Magazine Flipboard 1 Nemokama Flipboard is your personal magazine. It is the most popular way to catch up on the news, read stories from around the world and browse the articles, videos and photos friends are sharing. To begin, pick a few interests and tap any of the tiles to begin flipping through your personal magazine. Add blogs and publications like The New York Times, PEOPLE magazine, Fast Company and many more by using the search bar or tapping the red ribbon to open the Content Guide. You can also connect your social networks like Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, Tumblr and Google+ to see what friends are posting and easily share articles with them. Save the things you find on Flipboard. Tap the “+” button to collect items into your own magazines on any topic, from Great Hikes to Gear & Gadgets. Go to the Content Guide and select “By Our Readers” to explore magazines others are making. Download Flipboard and get started today—it’s free! Highlights: ★ All your news, interests and social updates in one personalized magazine. ★ Save stories you love into your own magazine. Use the “+” button on any item, select ‘create a magazine’ and collect favorite stories, images or videos. ★ Search for anything—people, topics, hashtags, blogs, your favorite sites—and flip through the results in a beautiful magazine format. ★ Connect Flipboard to up to 12 social networks, streamlining your reading and activities like commenting, liking and sharing. Services include Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, Google+, YouTube, LinkedIn, SoundCloud and more. ★ Read Cover Stories for a quick check on what’s happening now. Cover Stories is created just for you and is filled with popular items from everything you’ve added to your Flipboard. ★ Enjoy Flipboard in 18 localized editions—for Australia, Brazil, Canada, China, France, Germany, Hong Kong, India, Italy, Japan, Korea, Latin America, Netherlands, Russia, Spain, Taiwan, U.S. and U.K. ★ Explore hundreds of staff picks in the Content Guide (tap the red ribbon at the top), including must-read magazines and blogs, gorgeous photography and special curated sections devoted to the news of the day and other interests. ★ Use the Flipboard widget for quick access on your Android device. ★ Add content to your Flipboard magazines through the bookmarklet at share.flipboard.com KEEP UP ON FLIPBOARD: For tips and other helpful information visit our website http://www.flipboard.com and follow us via @flipboard on Twitter, on Facebook at http://www.facebook.com/flipboard or Google+ at https://plus.google.com/+Flipboard. To learn more about how to use Flipboard, visit our Support Page: http://flipboard.com/support If you are having technical issues or have any questions, we're here to help. Please visit flip.it/support to contact us. 1 Nemokama Yahoo News Digest Yahoo 1 Nemokama Get in the know in no time. Yahoo News Digest provides a definitive summary of all the important, need-to-know news. Digests are delivered twice a day - once in the morning and once in the evening. All the top stories are summarized and presented with the key information that you need to stay on top of what’s happening. Each story is created from multiple sources to present the essential bits and pieces of information, known as “atoms”. Atoms are key quotes, images, videos, maps, infographs, and Wikipedia excerpts among others. These atomic units provide a unique context to the news. Our stories are both algorithmically and hand curated to ensure high quality, and come with a textual summary. Yahoo News Digest makes your reading experience comprehensive, effortless, and complete. Our goal is to inform you of all the key headlines you need to know and allow you to share the news with others. Yahoo News Digest is available in English today but look out for translated versions soon. We are committed to building the best mobile experience and are interested in your feedback. Let us know your thoughts here: https://yahoo.uservoice.com/forums/235999 1 Nemokama feedly Feedly Team 1 Nemokama Something magical happens when the right person gets connected to the right content. That knowledge or inspiration feeds you, transforms you into a better teacher, designer, entrepreneur... This inspired us to create feedly. We designed a modern reader that empowers professionals, students and enthusiasts to feed their passions; the work they really care about, whether that's in the office, at school, at home or anywhere else. Millions of people use feedly every day to curate the best of the web and tune into what matters to them. It starts with you organizing your favorite sources into reading collections. We all have different appetite when it comes to feeding our minds. Feedly empowers you to express what makes you unique. Feedly takes all the content from your favorite websites and transforms it into a simple and fast reading experience. A single place for everything you care about. Feedly is available on your phone, your tablet and on the web at feedly.com An important part of reading is picking the ideas you want to save for later, remix and share. Feedly offers seamless integration with Evernote, Twitter, Facebook, LinkedIn, Google+, Buffer, IFTTT, Pocket and Instapaper to help streamline your workflows. Feedly captures the full power of the web by letting you subscribe to any RSS feed, Youtube channel or blog. Feedly delivers in one place all the knowledge and inspiration you need to keep ahead. Happy reading! [we are hello@feedly.com if you need support or want to report a bug] 1 Nemokama BBC News Media Applications Technologies for the BBC 1 Nemokama Get the latest, breaking news from our trusted global network of journalists. See the top stories from the UK and around the world, and personalise your experience by choosing to see the latest news on topics such as technology, sport, entertainment, health and business. You can also watch the BBC News channel for up-to-the-minute live reports, and see video clips on most of the top stories. Key Features:  • All the latest news as it happens  • Opt in for breaking news push notifications  • In-story video over 3G and WiFi  • Download the latest stories when you have a signal and then read them offline at your leisure  • Share stories to a range of social networks, or email/SMS to a friend  • Personalise the home screen by adding, removing and re-ordering news categories to suit your preferences  • Live streaming of the BBC News channel for Android 4.0+ devices  • Home screen widgets  • Settings to allow the app to automatically update in the background  • Font controls to increase or decrease the story text size to suit you  • Ability to send stories, video, and photos directly to the BBC News team  • Full range of News categories: Top Stories, World, UK, Sport, Technology, Entertainment & Arts, England, Northern Ireland, Scotland, Wales, Business, Politics, Health, Education, Science & Environment, Features & analysis, Also In The News  • Ability to store the app on the SD card. Widgets will not be available if you choose to use this function. This is a feature of the Android system If you choose to receive push notifications, a unique identifier relating to your device will be stored by ProcessOne on behalf of the BBC to provide you with the service. No other personal data relating to you (such as a username or email address) is processed. The BBC will keep your information secure and not share it with anyone else in accordance with the BBC’s Privacy and Cookies Policy, available at http://www.bbc.co.uk/privacy/ You can choose to unsubscribe from push notifications in the app’s settings screen. Permissions:  • INTERNET: Used to get the latest news content from the BBC  • ACCESS_NETWORK_STATE: Used to determine whether you are on 3G or Wifi to deliver the best quality content  • WAKE_LOCK: Used if you enable background updates in settings  • GET_ACCOUNTS: Used to determine if your device is capable of receiving Push messages  • C2D_RECEIVE/C2D_MESSAGE: Used to receive Push messages if you opt in 1 Nemokama News360: Personalized News News360 1 Nemokama News360 learns what you like (and don’t like) and finds news articles and blog posts from across the Internet that are the most relevant to you, personally. ✔ The New York Times: "News360 has to be one of the better news-aggregating [apps] I’ve seen on any platform" News360 is an elegant and smart news reader that learns what kinds of stories you like and dislike as you read. You will never again miss something interesting because you haven’t subscribed to the right feed or followed the right person – instead, News360 will show you all the stories that really matter, and none of the noise. You can even connect your Facebook, Twitter and other accounts and News360 will use them to become even more personalized to your particular interests. The more you use it - the smarter it gets. To make sure that you don’t get a biased or inaccurate outlook, News360 provides coverage from all possible sources for every story, combining text, photography and video to give you a full, 360° view of the issues. ✔ "Apps We Like: News360" — The Wall Street Journal ✔ "News360 is the New Cadillac of Personalized News Readers" — PandoDaily Key highlights: ★ Quickly scan headlines, preview stories and dive deep into the content from over 50,000 sources. From top global and national news providers, to local and niche sites and blogs ★ Read your Home feed, where you’ll see top articles that focus on the topics you’re interested in – no jumping between sections or feeds ★ Use the News360 widget to keep up with great content on your home screen, and even on your lock screen with Android 4.2 ★ Help News360 learn by marking stories you like as you use it, and it will become better and better at giving you the stories you'll enjoy, but will always try to give you something new and unexpected as well ★ Customize the topics you’re interested in at any time! ★ Create a free News360 account to sync your settings and read saved articles offline on your phone, tablet and at news360.com ★ Read local news using your device’s GPS 1 Nemokama Daugiau iš kūrėjo GPS for the Soul HuffingtonPost.com 1 Nemokama GPS for the Soul is based on two truths: that we all have within us a centered place of harmony and balance, and that we all veer away from that place again and again. A guide is a collection of the things that help you course-correct -- from music and poetry to breathing exercises and pictures of your loved ones. GPS for the Soul lets you play one of the guides we have assembled for you, or create your own. The Internet and the rise of social media have given us amazing tools to connect, and to bring about change in the world. At the same time, our 24/7 connection to the digital world often disconnects us from the real world around us -- from our physical surroundings, from our loved ones, and especially from ourselves. We see the effects of this in every aspect of our lives. And the consequences can be really damaging, in terms of our health, our jobs, and our relationships. That's why HuffPost has created GPS for the Soul. We hope GPS for the Soul will be just the beginning of a journey to help you reconnect with your creativity, your intuition, your peace and your wisdom. 1 Nemokama Huffington. HuffingtonPost.com 1 Nemokama The Best of HuffPost. Weekly. Huffington weekly magazine represents the very best of The Huffington Post with exclusive content not on the site -- delivered to your phone/tablet each week in a lush, vivid, feature-driven magazine format. Incorporating infographics, photography, sophisticated narratives, commenting and other ways to engage with the Huffington community, the magazine embroiders your experience with humor, cutting-edge sensibility and, of course, attitude. If you enjoy The Huffington Post web site but don't have time during the week to absorb everything it offers -- especially engrossing feature work on politics, business, culture, entertainment and other topics -- then please download Huffington and spend your weekend getting caught up and getting ahead. KEY FEATURES • FREE weekly, curated and exclusive content from The Huffington Post • Share Huffington content via Twitter, Facebook and Email • Download Huffington Issues and read them offline • Navigate between Huffington articles via swipe or in the convenient Article Viewer • Find specific Huffington pages via the Issue Page Viewer • Browse Huffington Issues via the Bookshelf or Cover View 1 Nemokama Rodyti daugiau © „Google“, 2014 m. Svetainės paslaugų teikimo sąlygos Įrenginių pardavimo sąlygos Privatumo politika Kūrėjai Atlikėjai About Google)
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(20141007,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/bctf/status/512027716162306048,BCTF on Twitter: "@t_costopoulos Local presidents have been provided an overview. BCPSEA and BCTF working to finalize all documents." Twitter Search query Search Twitter Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Language: English Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Have an account? Sign in New to Twitter? Join Today » Sign In Phone, email or username Password Sign in Remember me Forgot password? Already using Twitter via text message? BCTF ‏ @bctf Sep 16 #bced tentative agreement includes significant grievance fund for one-time payment to members and improvements in elementary prep time Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Tina Costopoulos ‏ @t_costopoulos Sep 16 @bctf When will members receive the actual details of the tentative agreement? Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Follow Following Unfollow Blocked Unblock Pending Cancel BCTF ‏ @bctf Sep 16 @t_costopoulos Local presidents have been provided an overview. BCPSEA and BCTF working to finalize all documents. Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Favorites 3 4:58 PM - 16 Sep 2014 Tina Costopoulos ‏ @t_costopoulos Sep 16 @bctf Thank you! Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Don’t miss any updates from BCTF © 2014 Twitter About Help Ads info Close Flag this media This has already been marked as containing sensitive content. Flag this as containing potentially illegal content. Submit Cancel Learn more about flagging media Dismiss Close Previous Next Close Go to a person's profile Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Close Retweet this to your followers? Cancel Retweet Close Are you sure you want to delete this Tweet? Cancel Delete Close Block Cancel Block Add a location to your Tweets When you tweet with a location, Twitter stores that location. You can switch location on/off before each Tweet and always have the option to delete your location history. Learn more Turn location on Not now Turn off location Close Profile summary Close Your lists Close Create a new list List name Description Under 100 characters, optional Privacy Public · Anyone can follow this list Private · Only you can access this list Save list Close Close Embed this Tweet Add this Tweet to your website by copying the code below. Learn more Hmm, there was a problem reaching the server. Try again? Include parent Tweet Include media Preview Close Sign up for Twitter Not on Twitter? Sign up, tune into the things you care about, and get updates as they happen. Have an account? Sign in » Close Two-way (sending and receiving) short codes: Country Code For customers of United States 40404 (any) Canada 21212 (any) United Kingdom 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM Haiti 40404 Digicel, Voila Ireland 51210 Vodafone, O2 India 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Indonesia 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » See SMS short codes for other countries Close Confirmation)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "Eid Mubarak to all those celebrating in BC!" @bcliberals - 06:52pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141007,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/FassbenderMLA/status/336960715413938176?screen_name=FassbenderMLA&screen_name=FassbenderMLA&id=336960715413938176&id=336960715413938176,Peter Fassbender on Twitter: ""...Transportation is a subject Fassbender knows well. He has been the chair and vice-chair of Metro Vancouver’s... http://t.co/jz6z63ONgn" Twitter Search query Search Twitter Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Language: English Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Have an account? Sign in New to Twitter? Join Today » Sign In Phone, email or username Password Sign in Remember me Forgot password? Already using Twitter via text message? Follow Following Unfollow Blocked Unblock Pending Cancel Peter FassbenderVerified account ‏ @FassbenderMLA 21 May 2013 "...Transportation is a subject Fassbender knows well. He has been the chair and vice-chair of Metro Vancouver’s... http://fb.me/1vRZWljap  Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet 2:44 PM - 21 May 2013 Don’t miss any updates from Peter Fassbender © 2014 Twitter About Help Ads info Close Flag this media This has already been marked as containing sensitive content. Flag this as containing potentially illegal content. Submit Cancel Learn more about flagging media Dismiss Close Previous Next Close Go to a person's profile Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Close Retweet this to your followers? Cancel Retweet Close Are you sure you want to delete this Tweet? Cancel Delete Close Block Cancel Block Add a location to your Tweets When you tweet with a location, Twitter stores that location. You can switch location on/off before each Tweet and always have the option to delete your location history. Learn more Turn location on Not now Turn off location Close Profile summary Close Your lists Close Create a new list List name Description Under 100 characters, optional Privacy Public · Anyone can follow this list Private · Only you can access this list Save list Close Close Embed this Tweet Add this Tweet to your website by copying the code below. Learn more Hmm, there was a problem reaching the server. Try again? Include parent Tweet Include media Preview Close Sign up for Twitter Not on Twitter? Sign up, tune into the things you care about, and get updates as they happen. Have an account? Sign in » Close Two-way (sending and receiving) short codes: Country Code For customers of United States 40404 (any) Canada 21212 (any) United Kingdom 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM Haiti 40404 Digicel, Voila Ireland 51210 Vodafone, O2 India 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Indonesia 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » See SMS short codes for other countries Close Confirmation)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "#FunFriday Fact: #BC has the highest small business employment in Canada. October is Small Business Month! Check out: http://t.co/20bcLmlvFP" @bcliberals - 03:55pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=20424,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 4, January/February 2010  Public education at the brink By Robin Barrow A presentation given at the Public Education Conference, November 13–14, 2009. Some fear a deliberate attempt by the government to privatize the school system. I do not see a threat to the system, so much as a threat to education within the system, and I see that more as a consequence of confusion rather than deliberate planning. First, let us distinguish economic, social, and educational crises. They are interrelated, but they are nonetheless distinct. There is an economic crisis of sorts. There is a major social crisis. With the breakdown of traditional influences such as the family, community, and church, we are losing social cohesion. Traditional values of civilized behaviour are being abandoned; we have a culture that is essentially materialistic, and we live in a “culture of complaint,” wherein litigation and fear of litigation largely replace moral rules. We are in danger of losing shared values. While this obviously impacts on the school, it is not in itself an educational crisis, and it is not immediately clear what the school can do about it or should do about it. Are there too many teenage pregnancies? Has there been a spate of violence? Too often comes the response, “the school can and should fix it, and is probably responsible for it in the first place.” But it is not primarily because of what schools do that people get pregnant or violent, and it’s not clear that they could do more than most of them already do by way of example, modeling, and providing information. So, if you judge the success of the school system by the state of society, then things may sometimes look a little bleak, though even this is to ignore the fact that the vast majority are not pregnant, toting knives, etc. But this is not the way to judge public education. It cannot solve all of society’s ills and it is not primarily there to do that. What the public school system is primarily there for is to educate people. Education is good in itself, because it is better to be educated than un- or, worse, mis-educated. Better to be Socrates dissatisfied than a pig satisfied. The mind being the chief characteristic that distinguishes the human from other animals, to be well educated, to have well-developed understanding, is to be more fully human—to achieve a degree of specifically human excellence. It is to be empowered. It can also very plausibly be argued that educated people, by and large, make more of themselves and contribute more to society than the less well-educated. It should also be pointed out that social justice demands a public system for educating people, because, while of course one can educate oneself, by and large people don’t—in particular people already disadvantaged in various ways, don’t. So what is this education that we are primarily there to provide? I suggest three things that we seek to promote through education. Autonomy This is a more useful concept than fashionable phrases such as critical thinking, imagination, or creativity. The objection to the tendency to think in terms of the latter is that it can lead to a misconceived attempt to develop these presumed skills in the context of any material. The assumption being that it doesn’t much matter what one is critical about so long as one is being critical. But, in fact, it does matter rather a lot what people are able to be critical about. Overall what we want is for people to think intelligently for themselves about important issues and to organize their lives in the light of their own informed understanding. The word for that is “autonomy” and the way to promote it, in outline, is to engage critically and imaginatively with powerful bodies of thought and achievement. To study history critically and in depth, for example, rather than to engage in critical thinking exercises; to immerse oneself in literature rather than to engage in free expression exercises under the name of creativity; to understand the nature of science, rather than play at being a scientist, misleadingly referring to the gathering of information or the replication of experiments as research. Shared values Shared values, including respect for reason and an openness or tolerance that stops short of tolerating the intolerable. We need to put some brakes on the current fashion for saying that any opinion is as good as another and that any cultural practice that exists is ipso facto sacred. Certain ways of treating women, for example, are simply not acceptable, and should not be tolerated in our society. And certain societies, such as Stalin’s Soviet Union or Pol Pot’s Cambodia, are clearly abhorrent. We agree on that. Why do we inconsistently teach that it is wrong to judge other cultures? Idealism I am referring here to the need to oppose the materialism of our society, without linking it to any specific religious or spiritual viewpoint. I am thinking of cultivating a sense of awe, a sense of commitment to, and wonder, at the natural order and the achievements of humankind—with encouraging pride and aspiration in human potential. But what about the financial shortfall that is taken to be the most obvious sign of society abandoning public education? I appreciate that if you are a school district, which overnight has its budget effectively rewritten with a shortfall of thousands of dollars, this is serious. The fact remains that money is not as essential to successful education as we sometimes claim. Half the world, as we speak, is engaging in true education without a tiny part of the wealth we can still draw on. Furthermore, we waste money. The increase in bureaucracy at most levels of schooling has been both costly and of questionable benefit. The increasing demands made upon us all in the name of health and safety, and fears of litigation, have been extremely costly. Environmental concerns are sometimes overplayed, and they come at a cost. Only recently for example, school trustees were instructed to invest in an expensive new software to report carbon emissions, which seems strange at such a time. Technology is clearly potentially helpful to the teacher and student, but it has its dangers too, and it is very expensive. Are we pinning too much and spending too much on keeping up-to-date in the school? Finally, a great deal of empirical research, particularly into teaching methods, is as trivial and meaningless as it is expensive. While I am as displeased as anyone with recent news relating to the economy, I do not think we should claim that a shortfall in our funding means that we cannot succeed. What, then, does threaten the provision of a proper education? The confusion of education with training, or a preoccupation with preparing people directly for jobs rather than developing their minds. A lazy acceptance of the fashionable view that everything is a matter of opinion such that we cannot think in terms of right and wrong, correct and incorrect, sense and nonsense. A climate of political correctness that inhibits serious debate about such matters as inclusion or multiculturalism. An incoherent rhetoric of rights that has led to a degree of vulnerability for any teacher who wants to speak her or his mind, exercise discipline or, more broadly, make demands on, and “correct,” students. A misguided belief in a science of teaching and a consequent attempt to train teachers in various generic skills and practices: thus, for example, all teachers are supposed to follow the same “best practice,” to generate lesson plans in the same way, and to write report cards according to formula. A tendency to feel that it is inherently desirable to utilize the most up-to-date technology all the time, whereas in point of fact technology may very often get in the way of true education. But surely the most obvious problem for today’s teachers is simply that more and more tasks are imposed upon them, most of which have nothing to do with education. It is the fact that teachers have more and more bureaucratic tasks to fulfill, that they are expected to take on all the social problems society faces, and that their freedom is constantly curtailed inhibits their ability to focus on education. Robin Barrow is a professor, SFU Faculty of Education. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "Eid Mubarak to all those celebrating in BC!" @bcliberals - 06:52pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/OpportunitiesForMembers.aspx?id=5498&printPage=true,BCTF > E-résumé guidelines for new teachers  	Opportunities for BCTF Members  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Opportunities for Members > Job Search E-Résumé Guidelines for New Teachers Many employers receive candidate résumés electronically, and it is acceptable to attach your résumé to an email message. If possible, a PDF version of the résumé is the preferred format. Test drive your résumé. Send it to yourself and a friend. Proofread it again and make any corrections that are required. Make sure it looks good on the screen and that it prints correctly. Preparing a cover letter for your e-résumé The personnel officer who will read your résumé wants you to introduce yourself and needs to know what position you are applying for and why you want the position. A good cover letter gives the employer this basic information and provides a context for your résumé. Read the job posting carefully. Knowing what is involved will enable you to explain clearly why you can do the job and why you want it. A one- or two-paragraph cover letter is appropriate for an e-résumé. Include the job reference number if there is one. Make sure your email address and telephone number are clearly visible in your cover letter. Submitting your e-résumé and cover letter You’ve test driven the document, and you’ve drafted your cover letter. It is now time to send it to the prospective employer. Re-read all of your documents one more time to make sure everything is correct. Ensure your email subject line includes the job reference number if there is one. Respecting e-résumé etiquette Do not use your employer’s email system for your job search. Use your personal/home email account. Use a business-like email address such as yourname@gmail.com or scienceteacher@yahoo.com. Avoid addresses such as coolguy@aol.com.   Email is not confidential. If you are worried about including your name, address and phone number on your e-résumé, write "Confidential Résumé" instead and list a personal email address where you can be reached. Send individual, targeted messages to each prospective employer. Avoid mass mailings. Make sure your subject line makes a good first impression. Some employers request that a specific job code or number be included in the subject line. Respect the employer’s request.)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=32094,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > March 2014 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 26, Number 5, March 2014   Scales of justice tip in our favour  The wheels of justice grind slowly. With the provincial government’s decision to appeal the BC Supreme Court’s landmark decision in favour of teachers, the old aphorism is proving to be all too true. We’ve won two rounds, but the match isn’t over yet. From the outset, we knew the fight to regain our rights would be long and costly, but we respect the judicial process and understand that the rule of law is fundamental to our democracy. That is why we challenged Bills 27 and 28 in the first place, to have our democratic right to bargain collectively upheld. Justice Susan Griffin unequivocally declared that Bill 28 and later Bill 22 were unconstitutional and that they violated our rights under Section 2(d) of the Charter of Rights and Freedoms. Commentators have described her decision as “searing,” “scathing,” and “devastating” for government. For teachers, it was a welcome vindication. No one can win a court victory, especially one as important as this, without a dedicated and powerful legal team. The teachers of BC owe a tremendous debt of gratitude to Federation Legal Counsel Diane MacDonald and her colleagues from Victory Square Law Office, John Rogers, Steven Rogers, and Amanda Merritt for their consummate skill and tireless work over the last number of years. Our thanks also go to retired BCTF staffer Brian Porter, who shared his deep knowledge from years at the bargaining table in support of our formidable legal team. Our lawyers proved in court that the provincial government schemed to provoke a strike, manipulate public opinion against the BCTF, and divide teachers from their union. Justice Griffin writes: “The Court has concluded that the government did not negotiate in good faith with the union after the Bill 28 Decision. One of the problems was that the government representatives were pre-occupied by another strategy. Their strategy was to put such pressure on the union that it would provoke a strike by the union. The government representatives thought this would give government the opportunity to gain political support for imposing legislation on the union.” [Summary p. 2] The government’s unabashed display of arrogance shows contempt for collective bargaining, as well as for teachers, students, and parents. As a recent Victoria-Times Colonist editorial said: “The BC government threw your children under the school bus.” Now the government is seeking a stay of proceedings to prevent implementation of the decision. As well, they are trying to prohibit us from releasing our concluding argument to our members. Why? Because it makes reference to the cabinet documents that reveal government never had any intention of actually bargaining with us. In fact, their hidden agenda to provoke a strike is laid bare in these documents and in the testimony given by “their” witnesses in open court.   BCTF President Jim Iker said: “Look at the evidence. It speaks for itself. Her government conspired to shut BC schools down. It was outrageous, cynical, and British Columbians should be upset. Christy Clark owes all of us—teachers, students, and parents—an apology.Clark should apologize for what has happened to a whole generation of students who have graduated since 2002. These are the students who found their school libraries closed; who sat patiently waiting for help to understand a concept or complete an assignment; who had to wait weeks to see their school counsellor who was trying to juggle a caseload that included at least two schools.” Teachers know what is happening because of the chronic underfunding of public education. We live it every day. Justice Griffin spelled it out clearly: “…class size and composition issues greatly impact the quality of a teacher’s working conditions and job stress. The more students in a class and the more students with special needs integrated without adequate assistance, the more before and after class planning and preparation and in-class student management is required by the teacher and the less time there is available for actually teaching.” [458] And that is why we are disappointed, but not surprised the government has appealed the decision. It means that the government, once again, is making students wait. The BCTF is not waiting. We are acting. We have already filed two provincial grievances against BCPSEA. The first grievance concerns redress for contract violations during the period of time Bill 28 was in effect, from July 1, 2002 to January 27, 2014. The second grievance is for current violations beginning from the day of the ruling going forward. We also have a collective agreement to negotiate. On the day he announced the government’s notice of appeal, Education Minister Peter Fassbender said he wanted true collaboration to occur at the bargaining table. We could not agree more. We challenge the government to put their political agenda aside. Come to the table and negotiate in good faith with the resources required to reach a fair deal for teachers and provide better support for students.   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141008,thetyee.ca,http://thetyee.ca/Blogs/TheHook/2014/04/22/Trinity-Western-Law-School/,VIEW: Trinity Western seeks protection from discrimination in order to promote it | The Hook About Advertise Follow Support RSS Topic Aboriginal Affairs BC Election 2013 BC Politics Education Energy Environment Federal Politics Film Food Gender + Sexuality Health Housing Labour + Industry Local Economy Media Municipal Politics Music Photo Essays Podcasts Politics Rights + Justice Science + Tech Transportation Travel Urban Planning + Architecture News Culture Opinion National MediaCheck Solutions Join Craving crack civic election coverage? Help fund it... The Hook: Political news, freshly caught VIEW: Trinity Western seeks protection from discrimination in order to promote it By Anita Braha Published April 22, 2014 11:05 am |  Comments   Tweet [Editor's note: The Tyee received this unsolicited op-ed from Anita Braha, a Vancouver-based human rights lawyer, and we publish it here for your consideration.] How is it that Trinity Western University persuaded the Law Society of British Columbia to permit it to accredit its law school? Trinity Western requires that all students and faculty enter into a covenant that prohibits them from having sexual relations outside of the "sanctity of marriage between a man and a woman." Violations of this covenant may result in discipline and or expulsion from the school. That is discrimination. Substitute any other protected ground of discrimination, such as if marriage were only permitted between people of the same race, and the offensiveness of the covenant would make its proposal ridiculous. The Human Rights Code of British Columbia prohibits discrimination on the basis of family status, marital status and sexual orientation, among other grounds. Trinity Western, just like all other universities and colleges, is subject to the application of the code. Not only is there legal protection for British Columbians on the basis of their marital status, family status and sexual orientation, same sex marriage is also legal in B.C. The effect of the covenant that Trinity Western imposes on its students and faculty is to deny any person who is not married to a person of the opposite sex the ability to engage in sexual intimacy if they want to study and/or teach at that university. In seeking the law society's approval, the university is relying on its right to protection from discrimination based on religion, which is a protected ground of discrimination under both the Human Rights Code and the Charter of Rights and Freedoms. The irony is that the university seeks those protections precisely in order to perpetuate discrimination against others based on their family and marital status and on their sexual orientation. That is not right, nor is it a proper application of human rights principles, which call for mutual respect where all are equal in dignity and rights. The law society should have known better. All lawyers take an oath of office, which requires them to uphold the rights and freedoms of all persons according to the laws of Canada and British Columbia. Trinity Western's covenant is in violation of the law, which prohibits discrimination. It is not a satisfactory answer to say that Trinity Western has a right to be free from discrimination, if it is in order to permit it to discriminate. Not only is the right to be free from discrimination not absolute in the manner that Trinity Western seeks to use it, it also does not permit the ranking of protections from discrimination, such that religious freedoms out rank other freedoms and equality rights. The very body that is supposed to uphold the laws in this province has permitted Trinity Western the ability to discriminate. There is something very wrong in the law society's decision. It is a good thing that progressive lawyers, led by Michael Mulligan, are taking the law society to task by seeking a special meeting to overturn this wrong-headed decision. Anita Braha is a human rights lawyer in Vancouver. Find more in: Rights + Justice, Education and Gender + Sexuality   Tweet Previous: Bureaucrats expected Les contract controversy What have we missed? What do you think? We want to know. Comment below. Keep in mind: Do: Verify facts, debunk rumours Add context and background Spot typos and logical fallacies Highlight reporting blind spots Ignore trolls Treat all with respect and curiosity Connect with each other Do not: Use sexist, classist, racist or homophobic language Libel or defame Bully or troll Troll patrol. Instead, flag suspect activity. Please enable JavaScript to view the comments powered by Disqus. comments powered by Disqus Browse by topic Aboriginal Affairs BC Election 2013 BC Politics Education Energy Environment Federal Politics Film Food Gender + Sexuality Health Housing Labour + Industry Local Economy Media Municipal Politics Music Photo Essays Podcasts Politics Rights + Justice Science + Tech Transportation Travel Urban Planning + Architecture Got feedback? Hot story tips? Zip them to our editor! Email here. The Hook Most Recent LNG a chance, not a windfall, says BC throne speech Postmedia could soon own almost every English newspaper in Canada. What could possibly go wrong? VIEW: Voting for your principles is 'strategic voting' Petition opposes BC's 'potential muzzling' of non-profits More troubles for BC's big LNG plans   Daily Weekly   The Hook Most Recent LNG a chance, not a windfall, says BC throne speech Postmedia could soon own almost every English newspaper in Canada. What could possibly go wrong? VIEW: Voting for your principles is 'strategic voting' Petition opposes BC's 'potential muzzling' of non-profits More troubles for BC's big LNG plans   The Tyee Most Recent Can 'Cuisine' Make a Better School Lunch? French kids eat like adults, and learn about food in the classroom. Should ours? Second in a series. How Much Do You Trust Canada's Wireless Giants? The Big Three keep waving off new measures to foster greater competition. Don't Give Postmedia More Local Monopolies Here's an idea for the Competition Bureau: promote competition. Inside the $316-Million Postmedia-Quebecor Deal A merger two years in the making tests Canada's competition laws yet again. Private Security Outnumber Border Services in Big Cities CBSA outsourcing under the microscope as custody death inquest concludes. Browse Stories by Topic Aboriginal Affairs BC Election 2013 BC Politics Education Energy Environment Federal Politics Film Food Gender + Sexuality Health Housing Labour + Industry Local Economy Media Municipal Politics Music Photo Essays Podcasts Politics Rights + Justice Science + Tech Transportation Travel Urban Planning + Architecture About The Tyee National Pool Contributors Advertise Contact Funding Jobs Master Classes Privacy Policy Submissions Support The Tyee News Culture Opinion National Mediacheck Solutions Video Publications Tyee News Weekly Archives The Hook Other BC Blogs Reported Elsewhere Steve Burgess Murray Dobbin Michael Geist Crawford Kilian Rafe Mair Andrew Nikiforuk Shannon Rupp Bill Tieleman Dorothy Woodend Follow The Tyee Subscribe by email Subscribe by RSS Tyee Mobile App Managed Hosting by Gossamer Threads × Share article via email Send this article to: Your email address: Your message: Would you like to receive The Tyee's headlines free by email? Yes, every day. Yes, once a week. I already subscribe. No, thanks. Submit Show form again » Close)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=10206,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 6, May/June 2003 One small step away from retiring? by Sheila Gair Those numbers adding up to "90" have been a beacon for years. You have done so many budgets, calculated what you need to live on and have managed to fit three or four retirement seminars into your busy schedule over the past four years. You’ve perused every money-management column in the business section of the newspaper, and you’ve even taken a book or two out of the library on "Europe for $10 a day" or "winterizing your summer cottage‚ or even "how to start a home-based business." If you’ve been smart, you’ve had a one-on-one conference with the pension gurus who advertise in Teacher, and from now on, you’re counting the weeks and days to retirement. The local teachers have feted you and handed over a set of luggage and wished you good luck‚ with envious grins. You’ve attended the local school board beano, where a trustee who has never met you and cannot pronounce your name has handed you a watch with your name and service record engraved on the back. You have covered all the bases, and bliss lies ahead. A regular pension cheque will be deposited in your account each month, and there’s nothing else to concern you. "But just a minute," a little voice whispers. "Isn’t there a retired teachers’ association?" You bet there is, and for the princely sum of $35 per year, you have an executive working their hearts out for you and an office staff, whose salaries you pay with your dues, ready, willing, and able to answer any question related to your pension and benefits by phone, fax, or e-mail. A toll-free line is available for those outside the Lower Mainland. Four times a year, the Retired Teachers’ Bulletin will arrive on your doorstep, with the latest news regarding money, benefits, premiums, and extended health--tips on health, exercise, holiday trips and tours, articles on travel and adventure, announcements about reunions, and a bulletin board looking for volunteers in all fields. If your pension isn’t going as far as you had hoped and you feel you need some assistance, call the BCRTA office. Wanting to travel outside the province? Our Medoc package will take care of that for you. Medoc, which will give you a competitive quote when your house insurance comes due, is looking into long-term care and life insurance. Questions about the dental plan and extended health? Call the office. Need advice for writing your will, choosing an executor, the Adult Guardianship Act, the Representation Agreement Resource Centre, or a checklist for what to do when a death occurs in the family? Do you have a personal inventory? All of those publications can be mailed to you if you call in and request them. If you need assistance in applying for the Canada Pension Plan or health forms for claims, call and ask. We have a web site you can access to share news and views or to look for people you have taught with over the years. If you wish to join your own local branch, you must join the BCRTA first. The charge for branch membership varies, but $10 per year is the maximum. The amount can come off your September pension cheque each year, or you can write your own cheque. However you look at it, you are certainly getting your money’s worth with that payment, at a time when you look carefully at expenditures. The directors meet five or six times a year and look after your interests. With almost 11,000 current members, the BCRTA is a powerful voice, and linked with CART and with COSCO, it has province-wide clout. When all of the dust has settled and Labour Day has come around with no alarm clock to wake you, turn over, snuggle down for a few extra minutes, and feel comfortable knowing that your retired colleagues in the profession will be there for you when you need us. Please join us. Sheila Gair is second vice-president of the BCRTA. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "Gr8 event honoring Taiwan ROC w many friends @douglasbing @marvinhunt4bc @KerryLynneFindl @mhlchiu26 @prairiechinois http://t.co/85TUCQsbrI" @John_Yap - 05:40pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/ResearchReports.aspx?id=5610&printPage=true,BCTF > 95ei06, Ten Problems with Charter Schools  	BCTF Research Reports  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Research Reports BCTF Research Report Section XII 95-EI-06 Ten Problems with Charter Schools Larry Kuehn Director, Research and Technology, British Columbia Teachers' Federation, 1995 What are charter schools? Definitions vary, according to rules set by different jurisdictions. Legislation allowing for charter schools is on the books in several U.S. states and in Alberta. Britain passed legislation in 1988 allowing for "grant maintained" schools, essentially their version of what have been called charter schools in North America. Some common elements apply, despite the differences: a privately operated school holds a charter that allows it to receive full public funding without being subject to many of the regulations and decisions that apply to public schools. Much of the criticism of charter schools has been based on a concern that they contribute to a breakdown of the public purposes of public schooling. Others have found that experience indicates that many of the positive hopes for effectiveness have not been achieved in practice. Charter schools create two-tiered education. Opposition to charter schools has been expressed by the B.C. Minister of Education, Art Charbonneau. He told the legislature that charter schools produce "a system where some groups of parents see that through more extensive control and participation, they can deliver one level of education in that school, and they feel the public schools in that area can be satisfied with a lesser level of education." Research indicates that inequalities in schooling and segregation by social class have increased in Britain since the system of grant-maintained schools was introduced. Most of the people who choose the alternatives are from high socio-economic status. They want their children in schools with similar students and have the time and money to ensure that their children can make it to a school from outside their neighborhood. Charter schools encourage social fragmentation rather than common experiences. An important historic role of the public school has been to provide a meeting place and common experiences for students from a variety of cultures and homes. With the increasing diversity in our society, it is more important than ever to have students from different backgrounds in classrooms and playgrounds together. Charter schools lead to balkanization as groups create schools to reflect their special interests. As an example, one charter school in the U.S. is being promoted by promising parents that they will teach creationism through the school's distance education program. Charter schools make a priority of the private benefit determined by the parents, rather than balancing and accommodating both the individual and public good. Charter schools aren't the answer to inequalities in Canada. Some advocates of charter schools point to the situation in the U.S. where charter schools have been started in the core of major cities. Those founding the schools in communities like Harlem and Detroit are looking for improvements over the existing situation where schools are of poor quality and often violent. Those situations reflect social conditions of racial ghettos and major inequities in funding. White suburban schools have the resources and quality, while the cities have been abandoned with inadequate funding. In this context, any change may appear to be a solution and charter schools may help a few escape the problems. Yet, one school district in California found that its choice programs aimed at equalizing actually increased the disparities. Even in this situation, parents with the most resources took the most advantage of the situation for their children. The degree of "savage inequalities" of the U.S. school system is not present in Canada . Funding of schools is much more equal, both between provinces and among school districts within the provinces. In the Canadian context, charter schools will increase inequalities rather than reducing them. Charter schools don't encourage system reform and improved quality. The theory put forward by many charter school advocates is that the competition of charter schools will lead to reform and improvement to the mainstream of the public schools. In the U.S. and Alberta, most of the charter proposals have been for "niche schools" that serve a particular special population. Charter schools end up serving special interests, rather than creating programs that develop alternatives that would be offered to most students. They divert money and attention from improving all schools to enhancing a few. Charter schools don't reduce spending on administration. While some have argued that administrative efficiencies will be improved with competition, experience doesn't bear this out. In Britain, grant-maintained schools have spawned new agencies to serve administrative needs. Many individual schools have had to create jobs for people to handle finances; where schools have not, the principal ends up spending a great deal of time on day-to-day business administration, like insurance, benefits, and building repair, rather than educational concerns. The advantages of bulk purchasing and efficiencies of scale are lost, making materials and services more expensive. Salaries of principals in the grant-maintained schools have soared. The concerns of most parents can be addressed by the current system. Many program options are currently offered in public schools and schools are increasingly open to program options. Particular languages, areas of focus such as the arts, and special needs are already met by programs within the public schools. This approach better serves the public good than setting up what are often essentially private schools with full public funding. Parent advisory committees, mandated in the School Act, provide an opportunity for parents to provide input into the school policies. Marketing, rather than educational improvement, becomes a central focus. The British grant-maintained system is based on a model of competition in the market place. The assumption is that the value of education can be determined by consumer choice. Consequently, significant attention is placed on selling, advertising, and promoting in order to recruit and retain pupils. Recent studies indicate that resources are devoted to marketing instead of educational program change. One study (Gewertz) says that "concerns about self-presentation, surface appearance and image [are] increasingly becoming a main preoccupation for school managers." Further, "significant amounts of money which could be spent on teachers and textbooks are being diverted to meet the costs of publicity and presentation." Charter schools may exclude students with special needs. In a system based on an educational marketplace, students with special needs may detract from the marketability of the school. Research in Britain indicates that the "most effective strategies are to recruit more students who are likely to perform well academically, and exclude students who are likely not to do well academically." There is concern in Britain over the trend away from integrating children with special needs into the regular classroom. These students are seen as impediments in achieving test scores that can be used to comparison-market the school. Hidden impediments get in the way of real choice. Proponents of "choice" through charter schools often claim that the choice is open for any parents. In practice, hidden factors, such as the cost of transportation or the lack of skills to take part in meetings, get in the way of any real opportunities for many to choose. A case study on one California district demonstrated that a school choice program designed to overcome economic inequities resulted in increasing stratification because of these hidden factors. As James Guthrie told Education Week, "let me tell you why schools aren't like chocolate bars. When you or I eat a chocolate bar, the gratification and the effect is virtually immediate. Schools have a lagged effect, some of the consequences of which are not immediately evident." In the absence of data, he says, "parents will make a judgment based on the social class of students." A charter school could mean the end of a neighbourhood school. If charter schools become part of the school system, some existing schools would be converted from neighbourhood schools to charter schools. This would mean that the neighbourhood public school would not necessarily be accessible to everyone who lives in the neighbourhood. BIBLIOGRAPHY Barlow, Maude and Heather-jane Robertson. "Retooling the Politics of Choice." Chapter in Class Warfare: The Assault on Canada's Schools. Toronto: Key Porter Books, 1994, p. 187-211. Beer, Theresa. "Charter Schools-The Privatization of Public Education." Vancouver: BCTF Newswire (Opinion Piece) OSD95-0045, January 25, 1995. Budge, David. "Reforms Still Fail to Help the Poorest." Times Educational Supplement No. 4105, March 3, 1995, p. 4. Gewirtz, Sharon, and Stephen J. Ball. "Schooling in the Marketplace: A Semiological Analysis." Paper presented at the symposium, Trading Places': Education Markets and the School Response, the AERA annual meeting, San Francisco, CA, 1995. Giles, Corrie. "Marketing, Parental Choice and Strategic Planning: An Opportunity or Dilemma for UK Schools?" International Journal of Education Reform 4:1, January 1995, p. 25-28. Coalition For Public Education. "Educational 'Choice': Lessons From New Zealand...." Vancouver: Coalition For Public Education, 1995. (Fact sheet.) Harrington-Lueker, Donna. "Charter Schools: Another Ho-Hum Reform, Or A Genuine Reformation Thumping On Your Schoolhouse Door?" American School Board Journal 181:9, September 1994, p. 22-26. Hopchin, Bob. "Charter Schools: Theory and Practice." ATA Magazine 75:1, November/December 1994, p. 19-22. McQuade, Alice. "Charter Schools Not A Solution." Province, April 5, 1995, 27(A). Melvin, Craig. "Charter Schools: An Unnecessary Option." Canadian School Boards Association Newsletter 9:2, June/July 1994, p. 7. Swanson, Austin D. " Educational Reform in England and the United States: The Significance of Contextual Differences. International Journal of Educational Reform 4:1, January 1995, p. 4-17. Waterman, Steve, and Maria Murnane. "Realities of Choice: A Grim Picture." Thrust For Educational Leadership 27:7, May/June 1992, p. 24-26. Excerpts from speeches presented at "In the Public Interest: A Conference on Public Education" in Vancouver, BC, March 4, 1995. Vancouver: B.C. Teachers' Federation, 1995. Copies of individual articles cannot be distributed due to copyright restrictions. © 1996 British Columbia Teachers' Federation)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7300&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 4, January/February 2006 I'm voting yes for affiliation by Jinny Sims Three years ago, the BCTF decided, through a member vote, to join the BC Federation of Labour for a three-year trial period. Affiliation requirements determine that we need to decide this year whether or not we wish to continue that affiliation and in so doing, extend it to include affiliation to the Canadian Labour Congress. I voted "yes" for the three-year trial period and I support the BCTF’s ongoing affiliation to the BC Federation of Labour and the Canadian Labour Congress. I do so for three reasons. First, public education is a public-policy agenda item that is significant provincially and is increasingly important federally. Within the BCFed and the CLC we have, and can muster, support for our positions on public education funding and other important education policy issues. That is why the three major teacher unions in Ontario, the Elementary Teachers’ Federation of Ontario, the Ontario English Catholic Teachers’ Association, and the Ontario Secondary School Teachers’ Federation have all joined the Canadian Labour Congress. Along with them, we would be a formidable force in the CLC and help to ensure that public education was given a prominent place in deliberate discussions at the national level. When you look at our experience over the past three years in the BCFed, it is clear that this is where we find allies committed to a quality publicly funded public education system. The only one of our education partners that stood up for public education in our recent dispute with the provincial government was CUPE and the BC Federation of Labour supported us big time. BCFed support forced the government to introduce Ready into the process during our action and it engaged virtually every union in this province in supporting us in one way or another. Having the support of the BCFed and its affiliated unions was critical to our ultimate success and our ability to win broad public support for our goals. Second, by being members of the BCFed/CLC, we are part of an organized labour movement that includes working people across the country. We have a voice in influencing the direction of progressive policy development as shaped by the labour movement. We are on the inside, trying to work with others for a better BC and a better Canada. Yet, we continue to maintain our independence and our autonomy as a union of professsionals. Whether the issue is dealing with international trade agreements or basic collective bargaining rights, we have natural allies in the labour movement; allies that will support us as we support them when we have common causes. Last June, I attended the CLC convention in Montreal as an observer, and was impressed by the gathering of so many people from such a broad range of work situations—industrial, craft, professional, service, public, and private—in a meeting where they were collectively determining policy directions for the labour movement and for Canada. I was also impressed by the extent of the international development work that the CLC does with countries in Africa, Asia, and Latin America. I believe we limit our effectiveness as an organization if we choose to operate outside of this milieu. Third, we belong in the BCFed and the CLC because we are working people. Yes, we are professionals but, we are employed professionals. And because we are employed professionals, we have an employment relationship with our employers that leads to collective bargaining. We cannot and do not set our own conditions of employment as do many self-employed professionals. Like other working people we bargain for many of the terms and conditions of our employment. And because we are professionals, we have a significant degree of autonomy in the delivery of our services, we can and do bring to the labour movement a different perspective on issues and approaches to strategies in debates and discussions that we engage in. And because of the strong democratic nature of our union and our historically inclusive culture, we also can contribute positively to the future development of organized labour in this country. We should be in the BCFed and the CLC because that is where we belong. I commit my passion and my energy to advocate for our continued affiliation. Jinny Sims is president of the BC Teachers’ Federation.)
(20140925,bcparentinfo.ca,http://bcparentinfo.ca/news/?pub=2014-07-16T23:12:00Z,News - BC Parent Info    Learning Resources Student Achievement Parent Support Latest News Latest News Parent Support Student Achievement Learning Resources Questions about back to school? CLICK HERE Status of discussions with the BCTF Wednesday, July 16, 2014 4:12 PM VICTORIA - Education Minister Peter Fassbender released the following statement on discussions with the BC Teachers’ Federation: “Today, the BC Public School Employers’ Association’s (BCPSEA) Chief Negotiator, Peter Cameron, contacted the BC Teachers’ Federation (BCTF) President Jim Iker to discuss the status of negotiations. “In early July, the parties held exploratory discussions with Justice Stephen Kelleher to determine whether the time was right for mediation. “Unfortunately, the BCTF executive would not commit to mediating a total compensation package that would fall in the same affordability zone as the other public sector agreements reached to date. “Justice Kelleher found that mediation was not indicated at that time and nothing material has changed since then. “BCPSEA stands ready to negotiate anytime, with or without a mediator, whenever the BCTF is ready to commit to a fair and affordable settlement that is in line with the other public sector agreements reached to date. “Government wants to see a negotiated agreement but remains firm in its commitment to balance the budget and deal fairly with all 300,000 B.C. public sector workers.” Media Contacts: Government Communications and Public Engagement Ministry of Education 250 356-5963 Back to Latest News Share This  Copyright Disclaimer Privacy Copyright Disclaimer Privacy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Foster parents are ordinary people engaged in extraordinary acts of kindness. Join the team! http://t.co/6jUkcsOp6V" @Teresa_Wat - 04:31pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11910&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2000 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 13, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 2000 New teachers New teachers’ conference February 9 & 10, 2001 The conference will be held at Delta Pacific Resort and Conference Centre, Richmond, BC. Hosted by the B.C. Teachers’ Federation, the conference costs $50. Learn about: communicating with parents report writing socially responsible teaching safe and caring schools multiple teaching strategies working with students with special needs stress and time management practical tips for thriving in the classroom BCTF support and services technology/curriculum Conference brochures will be available in schools and on the BCTF homepage, www.bctf.ca. For more information, contact Elizabeth Lambert in the PD Division (604) 871-1837 or 1-800-663-9163 (local 1837). Record keeping Accurate record keeping is a teacher’s prime responsibility. When you report to parents/ guardians, you will want to relate student achievement to the learning outcomes. Devise a simple method of keeping your student records current. They should be immediately available should parents/guardians wish to discuss the progress of their child. Keep an anecdotal file where you can note pertinent information on work habits or behavioural problems (useful when preparing formal reports). Some records can be kept by the students using graphs or comments to show weekly progress. For a new teacher, making judgments about student progress may seem a bit overwhelming, but with organization and a good plan for evaluation, your students will receive quality information about their progress. Tips for assessment and evaluation Before the beginning of the year, you will need to have in place a written procedure for evaluating student achievement. Ask your administrator for a copy of the current provincial reporting policies. Ask your administrator for a copy of the school policies on student evaluation. Also get a copy of the school report card so that you know how student achievement is reported to parents/guardians. Allow students some choice in the topic or method of presentation. Students will perform better if they enjoy the task. Avoid using evaluation as a threat or a punishment. Students should not feel tricked. Hand out your marking criteria when you give the students the task. Students need to know how they will be judged so that they can perform their best. Keep accurate records of student achievement. Keep parents/guardians informed of student progress. Parents/guardians should not be surprised with a student achievement problem cited on a report card or at parent teacher interviews. Keep up to date with any ministerial orders regarding student reporting. Plan your student assessment and evaluation tasks when you plan for instruction. Make sure that the assessment task is consistent with the type of learner outcome specified in the curriculum. Talk with other teachers of the same grade level or subject about strategies they use and appropriate weighting for different units of the curriculum. Use a variety of assessment strategies. For example, use a combination of short written assignments, pre-tests and post-tests, projects, performances, tests, teacher observation, student self-assessment, and unit exams. Use student results as feedback on your test or project design. If there is a problem with your wording of a question, throw it out. If the project instructions were not clear, allow the student a second chance. Excerpts from the New Teachers’ Handbook. To obtain a copy, contact the BCTF PD Division, or check our web site: www.bctf.ca/beginning/handbook.)
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(20141008,thetyee.ca,http://thetyee.ca/ReportedElsewhere/,Reported Elsewhere | The Tyee About Advertise Follow Support RSS Topic Aboriginal Affairs BC Election 2013 BC Politics Education Energy Environment Federal Politics Film Food Gender + Sexuality Health Housing Labour + Industry Local Economy Media Municipal Politics Music Photo Essays Podcasts Politics Rights + Justice Science + Tech Transportation Travel Urban Planning + Architecture News Culture Opinion National MediaCheck Solutions Join Craving crack civic election coverage? Help fund it... Reported Elsewhere Postmedia could soon own almost every English newspaper in Canada (via DeSmog) Postmedia has struck a $316 million deal to buy 175 of Quebecor’s English-language newspapers, specialty publications and digital properties, including the Sun chain of papers. 5 Oct 2014 Read the full article » Petronas CEO warns of 15-year delay to BC LNG project (via G&M) The chief executive officer at Malaysia's Petronas is warning that unless tax and regulatory issues are resolved by Oct. 31 for its B.C. liquefied natural gas project, the joint venture will be delayed by up to 15 years. 5 Oct 2014 Read the full article » BC government apologizes for firing worker who later killed himself (via the Victoria Times-Colonist) The B.C. government apologized Friday for firing a University of Victoria co-op student who killed himself six months afterward. 5 Oct 2014 Read the full article » From Tibet to Taiwan, China's outer regions watch Hong Kong protests intently (via the New York Times) As thousands of protesters continue to swamp the streets of Hong Kong, challenging China's Communist Party leaders with calls for greater democracy, much of the world anxiously awaits signs of how Beijing will react to their demands. 5 Oct 2014 Read the full article » It's a shame Jean-Claude Duvalier died a free man, says ex-UN prosecutor (via CBC News) The news of former Haitian dictator Jean-Claude Duvalier's death is being met with mixed feelings by the international community. 5 Oct 2014 Read the full article » Vancouver's cabbies take aim at Uber (via The Province) It’s a multi-billion-dollar struggle for control of urban transportation across the globe, pitting Silicon Valley investors against traditional taxi companies, and Vancouver is now a key battleground. 5 Oct 2014 Read the full article » Keurig's coffee supremacy challenged by Canadian firm (via Yahoo! News) A Canadian company is leading a pack of challengers that intend to knock off the exclusive features of the Keurig 2.0 single-serve coffee-maker. 5 Oct 2014 Read the full article » North and South Korea 'agree to talks' (via BBC News) North and South Korea have agreed to resume formal high-level talks that had effectively been suspended since February, reports from South Korea say. 5 Oct 2014 Read the full article » Huge majority thinks 'war on drugs' has failed, new poll finds (via The Guardian) An increasing proportion of Britons favours a more liberal approach to drugs and would support decriminalisation strategies, according to a comprehensive survey commissioned by The Observer. 5 Oct 2014 Read the full article » The myth of the roaring Canadian economy (via National Post) Anyone who believes the Conservative government’s rosy rhetoric about the economy should be unsettled by a recent Ekos poll, which found that 64 per cent of Canadians now believe hard work is no longer paying off, and that 57 per cent think the next generation will have a worse quality of life than we do. These disturbing trends reflect Canada's weak underlying economic performance. 5 Oct 2014 Read the full article » Bill C-13 moves ahead, despite claims Supreme Court already killed it (via The Huffington Post) The Harper government is set to push through a bill that critics say the Supreme Court has already in effect struck down. 3 Oct 2014 Read the full article » Canada's CEO-to-worker pay gap among the worst in the Western world (via Press Progress) According to data compiled by the American Federation of Labour (AFO-CIO), Canadian CEOs make 206 times more than the average Canadian worker. 3 Oct 2014 Read the full article » SaskPower unveils world's first carbon capture coal plant (via The Globe & Mail) SaskPower officially opened the world's first commercial-scale, coal-fired power plant equipped with carbon capture and storage technology on Thursday, with expectations the facility will generate global opportunities for Saskatchewan's state-owned utility. 3 Oct 2014 Read the full article » Girls-only HPV vaccinations are unfair, say New Westminster sixth graders (via The Province) Two New Westminster middle school boys don’t think it’s fair they’re not getting the same free protection against the cancer-causing human papilloma virus (HPV) as the girls at their school. 3 Oct 2014 Read the full article » IOC outraged that Oslo has pulled out of bid to host 2022 Games (via Business Insider) Oslo pulled its bid for the 2022 Winter Olympics after the Norwegian government balked at the estimated $5.4 billion cost on Wednesday. 3 Oct 2014 Read the full article » Former top official says Kim Jong-un is no longer in control of North Korea (via Vice News) An elite group of exiles from North Korea gathered in September in the Netherlands to discuss the state of the regime they used to serve. 3 Oct 2014 Read the full article » Can former sex partners influence an offspring's traits? (via Newsweek) New research has demonstrated that the offspring of flies can have physical traits passed on by their mothers' past lovers and not necessarily their "biological" fathers. 3 Oct 2014 Read the full article » Yes, online relationships are real (via The Atlantic) A little more than a decade ago, a former professor of mine here in Paris was supposed to meet Jean Baudrillard at a party. 3 Oct 2014 Read the full article » Canadian universities slide down world ranking scale... (via The Globe & Mail) Canadian universities are dropping in the world's most watched international university rankings, raising questions about the country's goals in funding postsecondary education. 2 Oct 2014 Read the full article » ...while Germany just abolished university tuition fees (via Think Progress) Prospective students in Canada who can't afford to pay for college or don’t want to rack up tens of thousands in student debt should try their luck in Germany. 2 Oct 2014 Read the full article » Thirty-five thousand walrus gather ashore on north-west Alaska beach due to lack of ice (via The Independent) An estimated 35,000 pacific walrus have been spotted ashore on a beach in north-west Alaska. 2 Oct 2014 Read the full article » Terminally ill professor pleads for asbestos ban (via Policy Fix) University of Manitoba professor Patricia Martens has one more mission as an epidemiologist as she confronts her final days with a terminal disease. She wants the government to stop aiding and abetting the lethal trade in asbestos. 2 Oct 2014 Read the full article » Reports of Ferguson grand jury misconduct prompts investigation (via Slate) The grand jury charged with deciding whether Darren Wilson -- the Ferguson police officer responsible for the death of Michael Brown -- is under investigation for misconduct. 2 Oct 2014 Read the full article » China tells foreign countries not to meddle in Hong Kong (via The Huffington Post) Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi responded on Wednesday to comments by the United States and others on pro-democracy protests in Hong Kong, saying foreign countries should not meddle in China's domestic affairs. 2 Oct 2014 Read the full article » The surprisingly social hackers who stole up to $200M in video-game secrets (via National Post) A group of video game-obsessed hackers were plugged in and hunting; their target, on Sept. 28, 2011, was a pre-release copy of the highly anticipated video game Call of Duty: Modern Warfare 3. 2 Oct 2014 Read the full article » 'Organisation of the organisationless': understanding the modern revolutionary movement (via the Los Angeles Review of Books) Alan Badiou's provocative The Rebirth of History poses some interesting challenges for anyone wishing to weigh in on the revolutionary wagers taking place around the world since at least late 2010. 2 Oct 2014 Read the full article » Nova Scotia fracking ban to be indefinite (via The Huffington Post) The Nova Scotia government introduced legislation today that would place an indefinite moratorium on high-volume hydraulic fracturing for onshore oil and gas from shale deposits. 1 Oct 2014 Read the full article » Melting Antarctic ice is causing an actual shift in gravity (via Mother Jones) Gravity -- yes, gravity -- is the latest victim of climate change in Antarctica. 1 Oct 2014 Read the full article » How climate change might have shaped human evolution (via Smithsonian Magazine) Evidence is building that past climate change may have forged some of the defining traits of humanity. 1 Oct 2014 Read the full article » Streaming giant Spotify arrives in Canada (via the Toronto Star) After months of bombarding music fans and technology enthusiasts with prelaunch invites, Spotify officially enters the Canadian market on Tuesday. 1 Oct 2014 Read the full article » Hong Kong protesters use free app that can send messages without any cellphone connection (via New Scientist) Hong Kong's mass protest is networked. Activists are relying on a free app that can send messages without any cellphone connection. 1 Oct 2014 Read the full article » Facebook wants to help Pepsi follow you across the internet (via New York Magazine) Today is the first day of Advertising Week, and this year's confab is already buzzing over what will almost certainly be the week's big news: the long-awaited relaunch of Facebook's new ad platform, called Atlas. 1 Oct 2014 Read the full article » NFL player given unsportsmanlike conduct penalty for kneeling to pray (via the New York Times) The N.F.L. said Tuesday that Kansas City Chiefs safety Husain Abdullah was mistakenly penalized by a game official when he knelt to pray after scoring a touchdown Monday night. 1 Oct 2014 Read the full article » 'The trouble with criminal speech' (via Canadian Lawyer Magazine) In 2011, an RCMP officer called Karen MacKinnon at her home in Drumheller, Alta. and asked her to come into the station for an interview. He wanted to talk to her about comments she had made on Facebook. She was wary at first, but agreed to meet with him and drove down to the station in her truck. 1 Oct 2014 Read the full article » Crack in Mount Polley mine’s dam noted in 2010 inspection report (via the Vancouver Sun) A 2010 dam safety inspection at the Mount Polley gold and copper mine identified several concerns, including the discovery of a 10 to 15-metre long "tension" crack in the earthen dam. 30 Sep 2014 Read the full article » Justin Trudeau gets apology from Sun Media (via CBC News) Sun Media Corp. is apologizing to Justin Trudeau for a rant against the Liberal leader by on-air personality Ezra Levant. 30 Sep 2014 Read the full article » Earth lost 50 per cent of its wildlife in the past 40 years, says WWF (via The Guardian) The number of wild animals on Earth has halved in the past 40 years, according to a new analysis. 30 Sep 2014 Read the full article » Not even China's 'Great Firewall' can shut out news about Hong Kong's democracy protests (via Business Week) The massive democracy protests in Hong Kong -- and violent police crackdown early on Monday morning, including use of tear-gas canisters and batons -- are testing not only the resolve of tens of thousands of student demonstrators, but also the effectiveness of Beijing's sprawling censorship apparatus. 30 Sep 2014 Read the full article » 'Corner Gas' building gutted in massive blaze (via CTV News) A building used in the popular CTV sitcom Corner Gas was destroyed by fire Sunday evening. 30 Sep 2014 Read the full article » Early, frequent antibiotic use linked to childhood obesity (via the Los Angeles Times) Parents and pediatricians will often reach for antibiotics to treat middle ear infections, strep throat, fevers and other common ailments of childhood. But new research suggests that doing so, and prescribing broad-spectrum antibiotics in particular, increases those children's risk of obesity, at least in early childhood. 30 Sep 2014 Read the full article » Canadian arrested for streaking at Virginia college football game (via the Toronto Star) A 20-year-old Canadian has been charged with indecent exposure and being drunk in public after allegedly running naked across a field during a football game at Old Dominion University in Norfolk, Va., according to a report in the Virginian Pilot. 30 Sep 2014 Read the full article » 'I tried to protect my grandchildren from the violence of anti-abortion posters' (via The Globe & Mail) I took my granddaughters to the dentist recently. Isabelle is 3, Skye is 8. The sun was shining. They have moved to be in a neighbourhood with less crime, less violence. Now they are only a 25-minute drive from me. 30 Sep 2014 Read the full article » BC First Nation wins bid to challenge Northern Gateway pipeline in court (via the Vancouver Sun) A First Nation from British Columbia's North Coast says the Federal Court of Appeal has agreed to hear its legal challenge of the Northern Gateway pipeline project. 29 Sep 2014 Read the full article » Hong Kong police fire tear gas on democracy protestors; Instagram blocked... (via Newsweek) Hong Kong police unleashed repeated rounds of tear gas to clear a street blocked with thousands of democracy protesters on Sunday as the city's government district degenerated into chaos. 29 Sep 2014 Read the full article » ...Taiwanese president says Taiwanese people are watching protests closely (via The Huffington Post) Taiwan President Ma Ying-jeou has said the Taiwanese people are paying close attention to the events in Hong Kong and hopes Hong Kong and China can come to a mutually acceptable solution on democracy. 29 Sep 2014 Read the full article » The Canada-EU trade deal: signed, not sealed (via The Economist) Last October, Stephen Harper, Canada's prime minister, flew to Brussels to sign a trade-and-investment deal in principle between Canada and the EU. On Sept. 26, the two sides announced the close of negotiations. But despite the back-slapping there may still be work to be done. Sigmar Gabriel, Germany's economy minister, objected strenuously this week to a clause in the deal that would allow companies to sue governments if they felt their rights had been infringed. 29 Sep 2014 Read the full article » Inventor of World Wide Web warns of threat to internet (via Yahoo! News) The British inventor of the World Wide Web warned on Saturday that the freedom of the internet is under threat by governments and corporations interested in controlling the web. 29 Sep 2014 Read the full article » People get separation anxiety when parted from their phones (via Smithsonian Magazine) Separating college students from their smartphones can cause anxiety, especially for those who use their phones a lot. 29 Sep 2014 Read the full article » The other front in the Israeli-Palestine conflict: hummus (via New York Magazine) Back in July, as tensions boiled over in Gaza and Israel launched Operation Protective Edge, a fresh batch of hummus ads began appearing around New York City. 29 Sep 2014 Read the full article » Thomas Pynchon will cameo in 'Inherent Vice' adaption -- but will we recognize him? (via Slate) Paul Thomas Anderson has been very tight-lipped about his new movie, an adaptation of Thomas Pynchon's Inherent Vice, but today the New York Times got a very big scoop: The movie will feature a cameo from Pynchon himself. 29 Sep 2014 Read the full article » Tories have spent millions in taxpayer funds on Facebook ads targeting Canadians (via National Post) The federal government has spent millions targeting Canadians with ads on Facebook, a move critics decry as a poke in the eye of taxpayers. 26 Sep 2014 Read the full article » Jason Kenney faces foreign-worker fallout in own backyard (via CBC News) James Rajotte has been getting an earful. Like many of his caucus colleagues, the Conservative MP from the riding of Edmonton-Leduc is taking a lot of flak about his government's decision to reduce access to temporary foreign workers. 26 Sep 2014 Read the full article » MAVEN spacecraft and Indian orbiter deliver first images of Mars (via the Los Angeles Times) Just eight hours after entering Martian orbit Sunday, NASA's MAVEN spacecraft sent data back to Earth that scientists quickly translated into the mission’s first images. 26 Sep 2014 Read the full article » Sixteen-year-old Irish girls win Google Science Fair with 'world-changing' crop yield breakthrough (via Inhabitat) Irish teenagers Ciara Judge, Émer Hickey and Sophie Healy-Thow, all 16, have won the Google Science Fair 2014. Their project, Combating the Global Food Crisis, aims to provide a solution to low crop yields by pairing a nitrogen-fixing bacteria that naturally occurs in the soil with cereal crops it does not normally associate with, such as barley and oats. 26 Sep 2014 Read the full article » Ray Rice video sent to NFL security chief in April: report (via the Toronto Star) The video of Ray Rice punching his fiancée inside a casino elevator was sent to NFL headquarters to the attention of league security chief Jeffrey Miller in April, a law enforcement official says. 26 Sep 2014 Read the full article » Charter school 'success' leaves out some salient facts (via The Nation) The media have long been in search of a "miracle" school, a school that can succeed in turning poor children of color into academic superstars. 26 Sep 2014 Read the full article » LNG a chance, not a windfall, says BC throne speech Postmedia could soon own almost every English newspaper in Canada. What could possibly go wrong? VIEW: Voting for your principles is 'strategic voting' Petition opposes BC's 'potential muzzling' of non-profits More troubles for BC's big LNG plans Tirade at Tyee by immigration minister's top aide analyzed tweet by tweet Government slow to respond to FOIs? No need to tell Bob Mackin Converting ferries to LNG will save money, reduce fares: CEO See more » Tyee Video Picks Submitted by Tyee staff, Today Last chance to see 'The Vancouver Asahi' baseball story at VIFF. Where do these videos come from? From you. Suggest one here! Most Popular Can 'Cuisine' Make a Better School Lunch? Don't Give Postmedia More Local Monopolies What I Saw with a German Tour of the Oilsands Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign First Nations 'Front and Centre Now': Pierre Christy Clark's No Pro at LNG Poker For Kids, the Meal Is the Message How Much Do You Trust Canada's Wireless Giants? Most Emailed Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign For Kids, the Meal Is the Message Understanding Harper's Evangelical Mission Who'd Be a School Trustee in 2014? Why New Euro-Canada Treaty Is a Gift to Oil Firms BC Filmmaking Duo Passes the Acid Test We Must Heed Naomi Klein's Call China Deal Trumps Province, First Nations on Energy Projects: Treaty Expert Fired Researcher Who Killed Self Was Evaluating Drug Backed by Clark Climate Warriors Must Forge Stronger Alliances, Now Reported Elsewhere Postmedia could soon own almost every English newspaper in Canada (via DeSmog) Petronas CEO warns of 15-year delay to BC LNG project (via G&M) BC government apologizes for firing worker who later killed himself (via the Victoria Times-Colonist) From Tibet to Taiwan, China's outer regions watch Hong Kong protests intently (via the New York Times) It's a shame Jean-Claude Duvalier died a free man, says ex-UN prosecutor (via CBC News) Vancouver's cabbies take aim at Uber (via The Province) Keurig's coffee supremacy challenged by Canadian firm (via Yahoo! News) North and South Korea 'agree to talks' (via BBC News) See more » Your BC: The Tyee's Photo Pool Join The Tyee's Flickr group » View previous selections » Most Commented What I Saw with a German Tour of the Oil Sands (132 comments) Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign (76 comments) 'The Environment Is the Economy': MP Weston (106 comments) Fired Researcher Who Killed Self Was Evaluating Drug Backed by Clark (57 comments) Climate Warriors Must Forge Stronger Alliances, Now (53 comments) ISIS Threat: Let's Refuse to be Scared (79 comments) We Must Heed Naomi Klein's Call (309 comments) Christy Clark's No Pro at LNG Poker (38 comments) Six Steps to Protect Canadians from Flaws in China Trade Deal (128 comments) How Labour Unions Make Us Healthier (31 comments) About The Tyee National Pool Contributors Advertise Contact Funding Jobs Master Classes Privacy Policy Submissions Support The Tyee News Culture Opinion National Mediacheck Solutions Video Publications Tyee News Weekly Archives The Hook Other BC Blogs Reported Elsewhere Steve Burgess Murray Dobbin Michael Geist Crawford Kilian Rafe Mair Andrew Nikiforuk Shannon Rupp Bill Tieleman Dorothy Woodend Follow The Tyee Subscribe by email Subscribe by RSS Tyee Mobile App Managed Hosting by Gossamer Threads × Share article via email Send this article to: Your email address: Your message: Would you like to receive The Tyee's headlines free by email? Yes, every day. Yes, once a week. I already subscribe. No, thanks. Submit Show form again » Close)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=29566&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > April 2013 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 25, Number 6, April 2013   Over 12 years of Liberal interference in bargaining  By David Denyer and Kip Wood   On being elected in May of 2001, the new BC Liberal government acted immediately to bring in legislation designed specifically to limit the ability of teachers to bargain the terms and conditions of their employment. Of the 22 bills that have been enacted in education over the last 12 years, no less than 10 have been directed at bargaining. Five of these bills stand out as being particularly egregious, and have severely restricted teachers’ bargaining rights and frustrated the bargaining process. • Bill 18 (August 2001) made education an essential service  Five weeks after the expiry of the collective agreement with teachers in June 2001, the BC Liberals amended the Labour Relations Code to include education as an essential service. The public was led to believe that there would be no more teacher strikes; however, the legislation put in place a system allowing controlled strikes as defined by the Labour Relations Board (LRB). This did not bring labour peace; instead, it undermined collective bargaining and led to longer, and nastier, disputes. Students of labour history understand that strikes and lockouts are unattractive to both parties in a dispute and hence, are effective mechanisms to break an impasse and conclude a deal. • Bill 28 (January 2002) stripped collective agreements of class-size and key service provisions that teachers have negotiated over many years  It was the Public Education Flexibility and Choice Act (Bill 28, 2002) that was finally deemed to be unconstitutional and invalid by the BC Supreme Court in 2011. Bill 28 stripped the collective agreement of provisions limiting class-size, class-composition, and specialist ratios. More diabolical was the removal of the right to legally bargain these working conditions in the future. (Gordon Campbell: “We are not today contemplating constraining the scope of bargaining,”) Teachers responded to the legislation with a “day of protest” on January 28, 2002. • Bill 12 (October 2005) imposed a 0% contract with no other improvements for two years  With bargaining stalled 15 months after the expiry of the imposed contract, and just five months after a second election majority in May 2005, the BC Liberals interfered again. The Teachers’ Collective Agreement Act (Bill 12, 2005) imposed terms and conditions of employment for a second time in less than four years. This time, teachers mobilized and walked off the job for 10 days in October 2005. • Bill 33 (May 2006) established flexible limits on class size and composition that boards could elect to exceed; the aftermath left thousands of unresolved grievances   Still without a negotiated deal with teachers in the spring of 2006, the Liberal government had another legislative trick. The Learning Enhancement Act (Bill 33, 2006) put class-size and composition limits in the School Act but also set up a toothless consultation process where individual teachers essentially bargained their own individual working conditions with their school principals. For six years, Bill 33 enabled school boards to exceed class-size “limits,” as they were often called by the minister. • Bill 22 (March 2012) imposes a two-year wage freeze and repealed and reintroduced parts of Bills 27/28 that stripped class-size and composition contract language and were ruled “unconstitutional and invalid” by the BC Supreme Court in 2011  The Education Improvement Act (Bill 22, 2012) made the controlled strike illegal, contradicting Campbell’s promise that they would “protect workers’ right to strike.” Bill 22 was often referred to as a “kitchen sink” bill because of what it contained. Most significant in the law was the inclusion of sections already found to be unconstitutional and invalid. The record speaks for itself. The last 12 years have witnessed a relentless attack on fundamental collective bargaining rights and hence the ability of teachers to provide adequate services and learning conditions for all students. The message is clear: Teachers need to regain full, free, collective bargaining rights.   David Denyer, assistant director, BCTF Communications and Campaigns Division; Kip Wood, teacher, Nanaimo   )
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(20141008,thetyee.ca,http://thetyee.ca/Opinion/2014/09/23/Should-BC-Teachers-Be-Satisfied/,Should Teachers Be Satisfied? | The Tyee About Advertise Follow Support RSS Topic Aboriginal Affairs BC Election 2013 BC Politics Education Energy Environment Federal Politics Film Food Gender + Sexuality Health Housing Labour + Industry Local Economy Media Municipal Politics Music Photo Essays Podcasts Politics Rights + Justice Science + Tech Transportation Travel Urban Planning + Architecture News Culture Opinion National MediaCheck Solutions Join Craving crack civic election coverage? Help fund it... Opinion Should Teachers Be Satisfied? Why they might just find they got what they need. By Bill Tieleman, 23 Sep 2014, TheTyee.ca   Tweet Cartoon by Ingrid Rice. Three Labour Lessons from the Teachers' Strike Latest round showed the power of solidarity, public support, and striking first. Why Teachers Fear the Worst of Clark Government Signs mount that union busting, privatized schooling are true agenda. A Peek into BC's Proposed Teacher Deal More money, but it won't bring salaries or class sizes provincially on par. Read more: Education, Labour + Industry, BC Politics, "You can't always get what you want / But if you try sometime / you just might find / You get what you need" -- The Rolling Stones British Columbia's teachers likely went back to school Monday with one of two Rolling Stones' hits in their heads – 86 per cent with "You Can't Always Get What You Want" and the other 14 per cent humming "[I Can't Get No] Satisfaction". That was the "yes" versus "no" voting breakdown for the deal that ended the BC Teachers' Federation strike, inviting much criticism and spirited defence. The agreement is complex, with different funds with hundreds of millions of dollars for improvements, a modest wage increase, protection of a BCTF court case continuing and much more. But is it a good deal for teachers? And are there big improvements for students -- who the BCTF says they struck for? It is definitely a welcome deal for teachers compared to what has happened in past bitter disputes with government -- legislatively imposed contracts. A negotiated, membership ratified contract always beats your employer dictating the terms, period. Would binding arbitration have offered more? That's a crapshoot with uncertain results that could have gone either way. Could a continued strike have forced more money from government for teachers and students alike? Maybe but this was a high-risk, low reward situation, where the consequences of being wrong are horrendous but the win in being right is minor. Considering the context Those who criticize the BCTF leadership -- former New Democrat MLA David Schreck and ex-Greater Victoria Teachers' Association president Tara Ehrcke -- make strong arguments on perceived inadequacies in the deal. But neither give much credence to the threat of an imposed contract at the hands of a government that has twice been found guilty by the B.C. Supreme Court of ripping up contracts, as well as bargaining in bad faith and attempting to provoke a full-scale strike in the last round of negotiations for purely political advantage. And a government led by BC Liberal Premier Christy Clark, the original education minister in 2002's contract stripping and a strong supporter of private schools, was eager to crush teachers. Don't forget the government also fired the BC Public School Employers' Association's board of directors, getting rid of elected school trustees involvement and replacing them with a single hand-picked administrator; demanded a 10-year contract; imposed a 10 per cent pay cut for taking job action and was ready to lock out teachers. This is not a government that plays well with others. But political hardliners who called for a general strike by other workers to back teachers were dreaming in Technicolor. Short of the BC Liberals imposing martial law on teachers, other union members were not prepared to give up their pay and risk their livelihoods by walking out to support teachers who were being offered similar terms that others in the public sector had already accepted. Deconstructing the deal On the plus side, the $105 million grievance settlement fund is effectively a "signing bonus" worth over $2,500 per teacher -- more than the $1,200 signing bonus the government offered in June though less than the $5,000 the BCTF demanded. The Education Fund, building from $75 million a year up to $85 million, will mean hundreds of new teachers are hired -- a win for students. Negotiating withdrawal of the government's intended E80 clause -- which would have let the BC Liberals cancel the contract if they lost in court -- was huge. Improvements for Teacher Teaching On Call compensation are also important for younger teachers starting their careers, as is more preparation time for elementary teachers. And should the B.C. Court of Appeal uphold the BCTF victory in B.C. Supreme Court -- or if the Supreme Court of Canada do so if it goes to that level -- then the issue of past contract stripping on class size and composition will be resolved at last, to the benefit of both students and teachers. Second guessing strategies But did the BCTF make mistakes? Certainly. Going into a major dispute against a powerful adversary with no strike fund for members is simply astonishing. This left BCTF members financially vulnerable and subject to far more pressure to settle. And complaints by some that other unions who offered interest free loans should have given their members' own money as grants to the BCTF are hard to swallow. The loans were a generous move but why didn't the BCTF secure them quietly before the dispute began and/or mortgage their headquarters? And why did they need them? If nothing else, a significant strike fund needs to be built by the end of this contract. Timing was also problematic. Going out in June near the end of the school year limited the amount of time to build pressure on the government and frustrated many parents and students. Staying out for the summer only deprived students needing to take summer school and international students who provide significant funds to school boards – without forcing government to seriously bargain. Had the BCTF moved to lower its wage and other demands for members it would have effectively put that issue to bed, denying Clark and Education Minister Peter Fassbender the opportunity to publicly bash teachers as in it for themselves. And it would have focused on the fight for better class composition for special needs students and smaller classes for all exclusively, while a strike deadline sometime in September would have allowed public support to build as a possible walkout loomed. And expectations created that the BCTF could break the public sector wage settlement pattern reached for over 150,000 other workers – and with a hostile government – were unrealistic, leading to a member letdown on the deal when more money was never in the cards. The bottom line But it is easier to second-guess from outside than make decisions in the pressure-cooker inside. The BCTF leadership found a path to collectively bargain an agreement accepted by the overwhelming majority of teachers in extremely difficult circumstances facing an obnoxious government -- and that is a rare achievement that evaded many previous executives. The reality is that teachers and students didn't get what they wanted but they did get some money, more teachers, no imposed contract, their day in court and the ability to fight another day. And sometimes you do indeed get what you need. Read more: Education, Labour + Industry, BC Politics, Bill Tieleman is a former NDP strategist whose clients include unions and businesses in the resource and public sector. Tieleman is a regular Tyee contributor who writes a column on B.C. politics every Tuesday in 24 Hours newspaper. E-mail him at weststar@telus.net or visit his blog.   Tweet What have we missed? What do you think? We want to know. Comment below. Keep in mind: Do: Verify facts, debunk rumours Add context and background Spot typos and logical fallacies Highlight reporting blind spots Ignore trolls Treat all with respect and curiosity Connect with each other Do not: Use sexist, classist, racist or homophobic language Libel or defame Bully or troll Troll patrol. Instead, flag suspect activity. Please enable JavaScript to view the comments powered by Disqus. comments powered by Disqus LNG a chance, not a windfall, says BC throne speech Postmedia could soon own almost every English newspaper in Canada. What could possibly go wrong? VIEW: Voting for your principles is 'strategic voting' Petition opposes BC's 'potential muzzling' of non-profits More troubles for BC's big LNG plans Tirade at Tyee by immigration minister's top aide analyzed tweet by tweet Government slow to respond to FOIs? No need to tell Bob Mackin Converting ferries to LNG will save money, reduce fares: CEO See more » Tyee Video Picks Submitted by Tyee staff, Today Last chance to see 'The Vancouver Asahi' baseball story at VIFF. Where do these videos come from? From you. Suggest one here! Most Popular Can 'Cuisine' Make a Better School Lunch? Don't Give Postmedia More Local Monopolies What I Saw with a German Tour of the Oilsands Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign First Nations 'Front and Centre Now': Pierre Christy Clark's No Pro at LNG Poker For Kids, the Meal Is the Message How Much Do You Trust Canada's Wireless Giants? Most Emailed Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign For Kids, the Meal Is the Message Understanding Harper's Evangelical Mission Who'd Be a School Trustee in 2014? Why New Euro-Canada Treaty Is a Gift to Oil Firms BC Filmmaking Duo Passes the Acid Test We Must Heed Naomi Klein's Call China Deal Trumps Province, First Nations on Energy Projects: Treaty Expert Fired Researcher Who Killed Self Was Evaluating Drug Backed by Clark Climate Warriors Must Forge Stronger Alliances, Now Reported Elsewhere Postmedia could soon own almost every English newspaper in Canada (via DeSmog) Petronas CEO warns of 15-year delay to BC LNG project (via G&M) BC government apologizes for firing worker who later killed himself (via the Victoria Times-Colonist) From Tibet to Taiwan, China's outer regions watch Hong Kong protests intently (via the New York Times) It's a shame Jean-Claude Duvalier died a free man, says ex-UN prosecutor (via CBC News) Vancouver's cabbies take aim at Uber (via The Province) Keurig's coffee supremacy challenged by Canadian firm (via Yahoo! News) North and South Korea 'agree to talks' (via BBC News) See more » Your BC: The Tyee's Photo Pool Join The Tyee's Flickr group » View previous selections » Most Commented What I Saw with a German Tour of the Oil Sands (132 comments) Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign (76 comments) 'The Environment Is the Economy': MP Weston (106 comments) Fired Researcher Who Killed Self Was Evaluating Drug Backed by Clark (57 comments) Climate Warriors Must Forge Stronger Alliances, Now (53 comments) ISIS Threat: Let's Refuse to be Scared (79 comments) We Must Heed Naomi Klein's Call (309 comments) Christy Clark's No Pro at LNG Poker (38 comments) Six Steps to Protect Canadians from Flaws in China Trade Deal (128 comments) How Labour Unions Make Us Healthier (31 comments) About The Tyee National Pool Contributors Advertise Contact Funding Jobs Master Classes Privacy Policy Submissions Support The Tyee News Culture Opinion National Mediacheck Solutions Video Publications Tyee News Weekly Archives The Hook Other BC Blogs Reported Elsewhere Steve Burgess Murray Dobbin Michael Geist Crawford Kilian Rafe Mair Andrew Nikiforuk Shannon Rupp Bill Tieleman Dorothy Woodend Follow The Tyee Subscribe by email Subscribe by RSS Tyee Mobile App Managed Hosting by Gossamer Threads × Share article via email Send this article to: Your email address: Your message: Would you like to receive The Tyee's headlines free by email? Yes, every day. Yes, once a week. I already subscribe. No, thanks. Submit Show form again » Close)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=28557&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 25, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 2012   Registration open for Student Vote BC 2013  By David Halme   This spring, British Columbia’s elementary and secondary school students will have the opportunity to cast ballots for the official candidates running in the provincial election. Student Vote is a parallel election for youth under the voting age, coinciding with official election periods. Participating students learn about the democratic process and party platforms through in-class activities, campaign events, family dialogue, and media consumption. The program culminates with an authentic voting experience where students take on the roles of election officials and conduct a vote on the official election candidates. The results are collected from schools and shared with media for broadcast and publication after the polls close on election night. Nineteen student vote elections have been co-ordinated since 2003. In the last federal election, 4,300 schools registered to participate and 563,000 student vote ballots were cast across the country. Following the federal election, Elections Canada commissioned an independent evaluation to assess program outcomes among teachers, students and their families. Main findings include: The student vote program is having a positive impact on political knowledge, discussion with parents, interest in politics and civic duty, which are all important predictors of voting. The student vote program is well received by teachers who praise the materials and support they receive from student vote. Overall, teacher satisfaction was very high, with 95% of participating teachers saying they would very likely participate in the program in the future. Teachers also felt that their own knowledge and confidence regarding civic education had increased as a result of the program. Over 60% of parents reported an increase in their own political interest and knowledge as a result of the child’s participation. The program provides families with more opportunities to learn about and discuss political issues. Among parents who voted, 20% reported that their child’s participation in student vote positively affected their decision to cast a ballot. BC students have participated in student vote programs within the 2004, 2006, 2008, and 2011 federal elections as well as for the 2005 and 2009 provincial elections. In the last election, 580 schools registered to participate and 85,000 students cast a ballot. “This will be our seventh parallel election in British Columbia, and we are hoping to reach more schools and students than ever before,” said Taylor Gunn, chief election officer of student vote. “Our team looks forward to helping teachers make the best learning experience out of this election.” To register for Student Vote BC 2013, visit: www.studentvote.ca or call 1-866-488-8775.   David Halme, BCTF Communications, and Campaigns Division  )
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11064,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2002 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 14, Number 6, April 2002 AGM 2002 Teachers, unionists, and parents speak out against neo-Liberal agenda by Nancy Knickerbocker Seven hundred teachers from every corner of the province gathered in Vancouver over Spring Break for the BCTF’s 86th Annual General Meeting. The majority of them were bone-tired but they were there, ready to work hard, think, debate, and plan the Federation’s response to the Liberal government’s attack on teachers’ union and professional rights. They looked back on a grueling school year that began with the imposition of essential services legislation followed by the overwhelming strike vote, months of job action, the devastating betrayal of Bills 27 and 28, and the amazing day of political protest. They looked ahead to years of struggle to regain the provisions so brutally stripped from the collective agreement. In his opening "state of the union" address, BCTF President David Chudnovsky affirmed that "this union is strong, this union is united as never before." He slammed the Liberals’ record on education, and predicted further "provocative and confrontational" moves from the Campbell government. "There has never been a time more dangerous for students and for public education," he said. "If you think essential services legislation, the imposed contract, and the defunding of the system were the bizarre acts of an eccentric government, hold onto your hats. The B.C. Liberal education agenda is just beginning to unfold." Chudnovsky predicted—correctly, as it turned out—that the report of the Select Standing Committee on Education would contain very little of the many submissions made by teachers, but would outline the Liberals’ radical direction. Above and beyond the attacks on public education, the Campbell government is destroying public services that are fundamental to a civil society and a culture of caring for one’s neighbour, he said. "Campbell’s program promises to restructure the lives of the people of British Columbia. It means privatization, commercialization, and Americanization. It will result in a radical redistribution of income from low- and middle-income British Columbians to the wealthy. It’s an attack on communities in favour of private corporations and the bottom line. Globalization has come to British Columbia." In response, he urged citizens of all political stripes to come together in a broad political movement to defeat the Campbell government in the next election. "The people of B.C. oppose the extremist policies being implemented by the Liberals, but they see no clear electoral alternative," he said. "That’s why we need to build a provincial electoral coalition that is based on the fundamental values that we all share responsibility for one another, that there is more to our quality of life than the profit and loss statements of a few corporations, and that together we have the resources and capacity to feed every hungry child, to house every person, and to care with dignity and respect for those in need. "Would the building of such a coalition be easy? Of course not. Is it necessary? Absolutely," Chudnovsky said. Other labour leaders and invited speakers echoed Chudnovsky’s call to action. CUPE President Barry O’Neill brought solidarity greetings from 65,000 members, especially school support workers. "We have stood together in our common struggles, and somehow those struggles seem to be coming more often these days," he noted wryly. O’Neill launched a spirited critique of the Campbell government’s "vicious attacks on low-income people and their families." He slammed the hundreds of millions of dollars in cuts to welfare, foster care, mental health services, the B.C. Family Bonus, and more. Then he posed some tough questions. "Who is going to protect people on welfare when they get cut off, if not us? Who is going to protect low-income people when they lose all access to legal aid, if we do not speak up? Who is going to protect a single mother when fees keep going up in schools, if we stay silent?" O’Neill called upon the audience to stand together with other unions, community groups, churches, and others to say "No" to a government "that thinks poor children are disposable." B.C. Federation of Labour President Jim Sinclair began his remarks with heartfelt thanks to "the women and men of this organization, the working teachers of this province, who take a stand for our children." Sinclair had special thanks for Chudnovsky, who he described as "a teacher who showed all the best qualities of a teacher and a trade union leader under very difficult circumstances during the past year." Sinclair recalled the overwhelming response on January 28, when thousands of teachers at the Coliseum, the Legislature, and elsewhere throughout the province spoke with one clear voice. Then there was February 23, when tens of thousands of citizens came together in the massive march through Victoria. He spoke of the day of protest in Kimberley, where virtually the entire town shut down for the afternoon. "We’re going to need a lot more Kimberleys if we are to be successful," he warned. Sinclair characterized the Campbell government policies as "globalization on steroids," but he’s confident that "working people in this province understand we’re part of a global struggle, a struggle over what kind of a world we want to build." "Do we want a world where the dollar is king, the market is God, and you compete or die?" he asked. "Or do we want a world of expanding democratic rights, growing opportunity for all, sustainable development?" To defeat the Campbell agenda, Sinclair said, we must do four things: unite, educate, mobilize, and organize. "But unity is the first task, and the most critical." "No matter what your decision is on affiliation with the B.C. Federation of Labour, we will stand side by side with you in the battle ahead for public education." "But let me tell you frankly, a decision by your Federation to join forces in full membership with the 450,000 other union members in this province will be one of the biggest defeats Gordon Campbell has suffered in a long time." Sinclair warned: "The cuts are coming and the kids will bear the brunt." He urged every single union member in the province to make this fall’s community elections a key target. "These trustees won’t fight the Liberals. And that’s not just a problem for you. That’s a problem for us, the parents of your students," he said. "If they won’t fight the Liberals to protect our public education system, then we have to throw those trustees out in November and elect someone who will do the job!" Two parent representatives also addressed the AGM, and impressed delegates with their commitment to the serious issues facing inner-city schools and students with special needs. Kim Bothem, chair of the PAC at Hastings Elementary School, praised the "stimulating and vibrant learning environment" and the keen partnership between parents, teachers, support staff, and administration at the school. She expressed "a lot of concern about the language regarding parent involvement that is coming out of Victoria. Parent involvement is already happening." Bothem also spoke of the tremendous value she places upon the individual care and attention her children receive from their teachers. "I’m always amazed that someone who has just spent six hours with 27 six-year-olds can actually remember what my daughter had for snack at 10:00 a.m. in the morning," she said. Another mother, Sharon Boisvert, spoke of the importance of the hospital/homebound program. For the past five years her son has struggled against a life-threatening illness and the "devastating isolation" of missing months of school at a time. "He wanted me to tell you how the hospital/homebound teachers gave him both the emotional and the scholastic support he needed. Now he’s looking forward to graduation and I can’t begin to put a price on what was given to him," Boisvert said, blinking back tears. She pointed to the laws that protect every child’s right to an education, and questioned how the Liberals could simply shrug, say there’s no money to uphold that law, and wash their hands of students’ needs. "This government is trying to divide and conquer, pitting parents against teachers," Boisvert warned. Teacher delegates rose in an emotional standing ovation as she concluded, saying: "We need to stand up to the government in a spirit of unity. What does it say about our communities, about our schools, about us if we don’t stand up for the most vulnerable students? We need more special education, not less!" Worboys elected to lead BCTF Delegates to the 86th AGM elected Kitimat teacher Neil Worboys to lead the BCTF for a one-year term. He will take over from David Chudnovsky beginning July 1, 2002. The current first vice-president of the Federation, Worboys won election over Kelowna teacher Alice Rees by a vote of 378 to 292. Jinny Sims, a Nanaimo high school counsellor and the current second vice-president, was acclaimed first vice-president. Irene Lanzinger, a Vancouver physics teacher who served as one of the chief negotiators during last year’s difficult round of bargaining, was acclaimed second vice-president. Also elected as members-at-large on the BCTF Executive Committee were John Chisamore of Creston, Jim Iker of Burns Lake, and Kathryn Sihota of Sooke. Other executive members whose terms continue for another year are Dave Harper of Campbell River, Barb Parrott of Vancouver, Linda Shuto of Burnaby, and Kathleen Thomson of Coquitlam. As is traditional, outgoing president David Chudnovsky will serve for an additional year as past-president. Delegates salute outgoing president The Federation’s past-president, Kit Krieger, offered a moving tribute to Chudnovsky’s leadership. "When David ran against me in 1999, he presented himself as a listener, and a leader who could unite the diverse groups within our Federation. Today we are here to give David full credit for achieving the goal that I and other presidents in recent years found so elusive," he said. That legacy of unity, Krieger said, inspires confidence that the teachers of British Columbia will be able to overcome the many challenges they face in confronting the Liberal’s destructive agenda for education. Nancy Knickerbocker is the BCTF’s media relations officer. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/francais/NouvellesFECB.aspx?id=31226,Nouvelles de la FECB Vol.19, No.7, 6 novembre 2013  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Nouvelles de la FECB archives 2013–14  2012–13  Home > Français > Nouvelles de la FECB > 2013-14 Archive     Volume 19, Numéro 7, 6 novembre 2013 Dates de négociation fixées Ressources sur la paix pour le jour du Souvenir et tout au long de l'année Lien vers l’enquête sur les enseignantes et enseignants autochtones Pauvreté et sondage sur l'éducation résultats maintenant disponible Une journée dans la vie Ce tweet est pour toi Deux nouveaux ateliers pour les enseignants De meilleures écoles À quoi ressemblerait un monde sans violence ? Dates de négociation fixées La FECB et les représentants du gouvernement ont repris les négociations la semaine dernière. Les mises à jour sont affichées après chaque séance de négociation sur le Portail des membres qui se trouve sur la page d'accueil de la FECB. Vous n'êtes pas encore inscrit sur le portail? Pas de problème. Cliquez ici pour une inscription rapide et facile, tout ce dont vous avez besoin est votre numéro d'employé qui se trouve sur le bulletin de paie que vous recevez de votre conseil scolaire. Ressources sur la paix pour le jour du Souvenir et tout au long de l'année La FECB offre aux enseignants un atelier intitulé Créer une culture de la paix (en anglais) quipermet de clarifier le sens et la compréhension de la sensibilisation à la paix et fournit des activités pour la classe. Contactez Bonnie Quan Symons afin de réserver l'atelier pour une journée de perfectionnement professionnel.Vous pouvez trouver d'autres ressources sur l'éducation à la paix à travers l’Association provinciales des spécialistes, Peace and Global Education (PAGE),en cliquant ici. Lien vers l’enquête sur les enseignantes et enseignants autochtones Merci à tous ceux qui ont souligné que le lien vers l'enquête auprès des enseignantes et enseignants autochtones dans le dernier numéro de Nouvelles FECB ne fonctionnait pas, le voici. Le Comité consultatif pour l’éducation autochtone de la FECB invite tous les enseignants qui se sont identifiés d'ascendance autochtone à participer à ce sondage qui permettra de guider la FECB dans la fourniture de soutien et d'encouragement aux enseignants autochtones. Pauvreté et sondage sur l'éducation résultats maintenant disponible En 2012-13, la Fédération des enseignantes et enseignants de la C.-B a interrogé les enseignants de la province au sujet de la pauvreté et de ses effets sur l'enseignement public. Le sondage demandait leur opinion aux enseignants sur des sujets tels que la faim et les programmes scolaires de repas gratuits, les frais de scolarité et la participation aux activités liées à l'école, les absences et les barrières liées à la pauvreté, la sensibilisation et la compréhension de la pauvreté, l'adéquation des ressources pour répondre aux besoins liés à la pauvreté à l'école et les questions prioritaires pour un plaidoyer sur les questions de la pauvreté et de l'éducation. Un rapport détaillé pour chacun de ces thèmes est en préparation et les divers chapitres seront mis en ligne prochainement. Au total, 778 enseignants de toute la province ont rempli le sondage Pauvreté et éducation 2012: point de vue d'un enseignant. Un aperçu des résultats est disponible ici. Une journée dans la vie Vous vous demandez ce qu'est la vie en tant que professeur dans d'autres pays? Pour un aperçu de la vie de l'enseignant à Bali, au Togo, en Inde et au Brésil, regardez cette charmante vidéo de trois minutes de la fédération syndicale mondiale, Éducation internationale, qui représente 30 millions d'enseignants dans plus de 170 pays à travers le monde. Indépendamment des différences et de l’endroit où nous vivons et enseignons, tous les enseignants ont les mêmes objectifs pour leurs élèves. Ce tweet est pour toi Le service d’information de la FECB a ouvert un compte Twitter! Suivez-nous sur @bctfinfo pour découvrir des liens intéressants et les mises à jour de la collection de la bibliothèque. Et, s'il vous plaît, suivez notre compte Twitter principal @bctf. Deux nouveaux ateliers pour les enseignants L'automne est un moment chargé et stressant pour les enseignants. La rentrée scolaire, les portes-ouvertes, les bulletins, les réunions pour les PEI (IEP), les plans de sécurité, les plans de comportement, l'Halloween et les fêtes de Diwali. Compte tenu des nombreuses exigences de l'enseignement, il est facile d'oublier de prendre soin de soi. Un atelier d'une journée nouvellement révisé appelé Staying well est disponible pour les membres de la FECB et est parfait pour une journée de perfectionnement professionnel. Les principaux thèmes abordés sont: fixer des limites de charge de travail, les soins personnels, faire des choix intelligents et se déstresser. Les participants pourront renouer avec des collègues, rire et partager des histoires tout en évaluant l'équilibre travail-vie privée en explorant comment conserver un état de bien-être et créer un milieu de travail sain. Les facilitateurs-enseignants qualifiés vont concevoir la séance pour répondre aux besoins de chaque membre du personnel enseignant de l'école. Préparez-vous pour les conférences, les réunions PEI et autres réunions impliquant les parents, par l'apprentissage de stratégies efficaces en communication. Working together with parents is good for kids and teachers est un autre atelier de la FECB nouvellement révisé mettant l'accent sur la façon dont les relations positives entre les parents et les enseignants améliorent l'apprentissage des élèves. Dans le climat scolaire actuel dans l’enseignement public  où les droits parentaux sont plus importants, des stratégies de communication positive et des compétences en résolution de conflits sont des outils nécessaires pour les enseignants. Cet atelier, adapté pour le personnel enseignant des écoles, explique également comment construire un plaidoyer commun pour le bien-être des élèves. Réservez un de ces ateliers en communiquant (en anglais) avec Bonnie Quan Symons, au 604-871-1857 ou au numéro sans frais 1-800-663-9163 (poste 1857) . De meilleures écoles Les enseignants en C.-B. s'inquiètent qu’après une décennie de sous-financement nos élèves ne soient floués. Les derniers chiffres de Statistique Canada montrent l'écart croissant entre la Colombie-Britannique et le reste du Canada en matière de financement de l'enseignement. Les enseignants ont un plan pour construire de meilleures écoles pour la Colombie-Britannique.     À quoi ressemblerait un monde sans violence ? Recherché ! Des représentations par les élèves sur le thème, Imaginez un monde sans violence. Tous les médias seront acceptés (une infographie, une vidéo de 6 secondes, un essai, une poésie, une nouvelle, un film, une illustration, affiche, carte, etc.). Les soumissions doivent être envoyées à sruzic@bctf.ca avec la mention «monde sans violence» dans la ligne sujet. Les soumissions pourraient figurer dans le magazine Teacher de la FECB, le bulletin d’information en justice sociale et sur les affiches pour la justice sociale, ainsi que sur la page Facebook et sur le site web de la FECB. Date limite pour les soumissions : le 30 avril 2014   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=17414,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 4, January/February 2009  The magic of a circle: ProD extraordinaire By Jennie Boulanger If you’re looking for some exceptional professional development—something out of the ordinary, sign up for the next Aboriginal Educators’ Association conference. I just attended one and was simply blown away. Tired and stressed, I dragged myself to the opening night, Thursday evening. Informal chatting, a delicious feast of stew, and homemade bannock preceded a most magical event: an Honouring Ceremony in an Aboriginal circle formation. Led by Leonard George, son of Chief Dan George, the ceremony honoured three (very surprised) leaders from our own district: Marjean Brown, Lyn Daniels, and Emily Sutherland. I’ve never felt so welcome, connected, energized, and embraced by a circle of new acquaintances in my life. If this is what Aboriginal circles are all about, then this is the hope for our future. As an educator, I’ve always been a little reluctant to teach First Nations units. Teaching past traditions as written down by non-Aboriginal writers seemed almost disrespectful of First Nation cultures. Now, after a quick introduction to several aspects of literature, music, art, and governance, I’m excited to begin a new approach: integrating prescribed textual information with oral traditions, circles of support, and celebrations of some lost-but-now-found fundamental life lessons. I can’t wait until my next magic circle. Jennie Boulanger teaches at Seaforth Elementary School, Burnaby. joeboulanger@telus.net Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=14728,BCTF News Releases  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources   For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development News Release Archives 2014  2013  2012    2011 2010  2009  2008 2007  2006  Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2007 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE December 11, 2007 Minister of education refuses to take responsibility for students with special needs at Learning Round Table At a meeting of the government’s Learning Round Table on December 10, 2007, Education Minister Shirley Bond refused to take responsibility for a rise in the number of classes with four or more students with special needs. Fully 10,313 classes had four or more student with special needs, an increase of 8% over last year despite the limit in the class-size and composition legislation of three students with special needs in a class. Irene Lanzinger, president of the British Columbia Teachers’ Association, urged Bond to listen to the voices of teachers who are working hard to meet all the students’ needs while the minister refuses to help them. “Teachers have tried over and over again, at meetings, and as recently as the Teachers’ Congress, to get the minister’s attention for these students, yet the minister continues to manipulate the numbers in an attempt to make the public believe conditions have improved.” Bill 33 includes a provision by which teachers must be consulted before the fourth student with special needs is placed in their classroom. In the primary grades teachers must agree to the additional students, whereas in Grades 4–12 teachers need only be consulted. “Why do we find that the majority of classes that have over three students with special needs are at the Grades 4–12 level?” asks Lanzinger. “The consultation process is meaningless at these grades. The voices of professional teachers are being ignored. Our students with special needs have few advocates within the system besides their parents and their teachers.” “Why is this minister abandoning our students with special needs?” says Lanzinger. “We have no intention of backing away from the urgent need to improve the conditions for these students and to restore services such as specialist teachers. There will be no significant improvements in class sizes and in conditions for our students with special needs unless funding is increased.” At the meeting, Minister Bond unabashedly reported that 3,179 classrooms in this province still have over the 30 students promised in legislation, representing no significant improvement in class size over the previous year. -  30  - For more information, contact Kathleen MacKinnon, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell). Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media last tweet "" @ - 12:00am Follow @ last post "" facebook/ - Jan 1st Like Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141006,globalnews.ca,http://globalnews.ca/choose-your-region/national%252F/,Global News | Latest & Current News - Weather, Sports & Health News Your Region: National BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg On TV: News Hour Sections National National sections Locals Local sections Watch Watch sections Search Canada Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released Sections Health Money Consumer Tech Entertainment Environment Science Lifestyle Sports Featured Canada World Politics Investigations Canada Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released Your Region National Change BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Health Money Consumer Tech Entertainment Environment Science Lifestyle Sports Jump to a Region National BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Man trying to reach Bermuda in inflatable bubble rescued by Coast Guard Schedule NowNews Hour 6:30pmGlobal National More Programs Global National The West Block 16x9 The Morning Show More Personalities Dawna Friesen Carolyn Jarvis Liza Fromer Tom Clark More News Major snowfall covers N. Manitoba Entertainment ‘Gone Girl’ wins weekend box office News Journalist with Ebola arrives at US hospital Canada Quebecor sells off Sun newspaper chain News Crowdfunded bus debuts in Toronto Entertainment Depardieu reveals past as escort, thief Canada MPs debate motion for airstrikes in Iraq Sports NBA extends television deals for 9 years Trending Maple Syrup Heist Hong Kong protests Iraq crisis Luka Magnotta Ebola outbreak enterovirus D68 Ukraine Retail Wars Choose your region BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Popular Now How does Ebola spread? 5 things you need to know 17958 Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released 9957 Accused Madeleine McCann Twitter troll found dead 9216 Ebola: 5 reasons why an outbreak is highly unlikely in Canada 5718 UPDATE: What’s the best, cheapest Canadian cellphone plan out there? 5633 Featured Content Canada Ebola: 5 reasons why an outbreak is highly unlikely in Canada What are the chances of an Ebola outbreak taking off in Canada? It isn’t likely, according to experts. And here are a number of reasons why. Continue reading → Environment Are we in the midst of a mass extinction? There have been 5 mass extinctions — the loss of 75 per cent or more of the world’s species — in Earth’s history. Scientists now believe that we are at the early stages of the sixth. Continue reading → Health Lab-grown penises may soon be ‘ready for testing’ on humans Researchers in North Carolina say penises grown in laboratories could “soon be ready for human testing,” offering hope for men who have had traumatic injuries or penile cancer. Continue reading → Canada Meet Rachel Parent — the teen fighting for GMO labelling in Canada Rachel Parent is a 15-year-old activist. Her goal: mandatory labelling in Canada of all genetically modified organisms, or GMOs that are found as ingredients in food. Continue reading → Canada Abandoned puppies on the mend Twenty hungry, cold and flea-infested puppies found in a Saskatchewan field are now being nursed back to health at Battleford’s Humane Society. Continue reading → Science Everything you need to know about Wednesday’s lunar eclipse On Oct. 8, Canada will be treated to its second lunar eclipse of the year. Find out what you can expect. Continue reading → Canada Can homegrown food win the climate change war? Wondering what’s the single most effective way to combat climate change? Plant a garden. Continue reading → Canada 16×9: An investigation into illegal lumber Timber thieves are stealing wood from the Russian Far East, processing it in China and then shipping it to North America, a 16×9 investigation has found. Continue reading → Highlights Hounds of Parliament: As commuting cyclist and budget watchdog, Frechette must make his presence known Frechette draws a line distinguishing his personality as a cyclist and as the parliamentary budget officer. But surely there’s a parallel between the assertive man he is on a bike and in the role of PBO? Continue reading → Email alerts Sign up for FREE daily Globalnews.ca newsletters and breaking news alerts Email Address National Daily News National Breaking News By clicking on the submit button, I have read, understood and agreed to our privacy policy Twitter Follow globalnews 5 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews USA Swimming suspends #MichaelPhelps for 6 months glbn.ca/ClLU9 pic.twitter.com/nqC3dQ3NhL 5 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews Hillary Clinton: military action against ISIS “critical” and “essential” globalnews.ca/news/1600343/w… #cdnpoli 17 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews Boy left in car during church choir practice dies glbn.ca/ClKBB Jump to a Region BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Connect Facebook Twitter Google+ RSS Contact Us Global News About Us Privacy Policy Principles & Practices Terms & Conditions Copyright Shaw Media Advertise Open Data © Shaw Media Inc., 2014. All rights reserved. Follow Follow “Global News” Get every new post delivered to your Inbox. Join 3,820 other followers Powered by WordPress.com Shaw Connect Expand News Entertainment Entertainment Home Celebs Movies TV Music Living Lifestyle Food Home & Living Sports Money Tech Travel Breaktime Autos Watch TV Online All Sites Global Global News Food Network HGTV History Television Showcase Slice DTOUR ET Canada National Geographic Movietime Lifetime H2 DIY Action NG Wild Mystery IFC BBC Deja Vu Twist)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/glenhansman/status/516665658889998339,Glen Hansman on Twitter: "@pinoypridevan @1amrich2 You may want to comment on Health & PE curriculum draft: https://t.co/NNT60xT7ae Feedback: https://t.co/lUWtrMJjTh" টুইটার অনুসন্ধান অনুসন্ধান টুইটার খুঁজুন সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ ভাষা : বাংলা. हिन्दी Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন টুইটার-এ নতুন ? আজই যোগদান করুন » সাইন ইন করুন ফোন, ইমেল বা ব্যবহারকারীর নাম পাসওয়ার্ড সাইন ইন আমাকে মনে রাখুন পাসওয়ার্ড ভুলে গেছেন? ইতিমধ্যে আপনি কি টেক্সট বার্তার মাধ্যমে টুইটার ব্যবহার করছেন? অনুসরণ অনুসরণ করা কর্মসমূহ:অনুসরণ না করা অবরুদ্ধ অবরোধ মুক্ত মুলতুবি বাতিল Glen Hansman ‏ @glenhansman ২৯ সেপ্টেম্বর @pinoypridevan @1amrich2 You may want to comment on Health & PE curriculum draft: https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/curriculum  Feedback: https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/feedback-form  প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট ১২:০৭ অপরাহ্ণ - ২৯ সেপ্টেম্বর, ২০১৪ Glen Hansman থেকে কোন আপডেট মিস্ করবেন না © 2014 টুইটার সম্বন্ধে সহায়তা বিজ্ঞপ্তি তথ্য বন্ধ মিডিয়াটিকে চিহ্নিত করুন এটি ইতিমধ্যে সংবেদনশীল কন্টেন্ট ধারণকারী হিসাবে চিহ্নিত হয়েছে। পতাকা তুলুন এটি সম্ভাব্যরূপে অবৈধ বিষয়বস্তুর ধারণকারী হিসেবে। সমর্পণ করা বাতিল মিডিয়াকে চিহ্নিত করা সম্পর্কে আরো জানুন খারিজ বন্ধ পূর্ববর্তী পরবর্তী বন্ধ একজন ব্যক্তির প্রোফাইলে যান সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ বন্ধ আপনার অনুসরণকারীদের এই পুনঃটুইটটি পাঠাবেন? বাতিল পুনঃটুইট বন্ধ আপনি কি নিশ্চিত যে এই টুইট মুছে দিতে চান? বাতিল মুছে ফেলুন বন্ধ রোধ করন বাতিল রোধ করন আপনার টুইটসমুহে একটি অবস্থান যুক্ত করুন যখন একটি অবস্থানের সঙ্গে আপনার টুইট করেন, টুইটার সেই অবস্থান সংরক্ষণ করে। প্রত্যেক টুইটের আগে আপনি আপনার অবস্থান চালু / বন্ধ করতে পারেন, এবং যে কোনও সময় আপনি আপনার অবস্থানের ইতিহাস মুছে ফেলতে পারেন। আরো জানুন অবস্থান চালু করুন এখন নয় স্থান বন্ধ করুন বন্ধ প্রোফাইল সারসংক্ষেপ বন্ধ আপনার তালিকাসমূহ বন্ধ একটি নতুন তালিকা তৈরি করুন নাম তালিকা বিবরণ 100 অক্ষরের কম, ঐচ্ছিক তালিকাসমূহ:গোপনীয়তা সাধারণ · যে কেউ এই তালিকা অনুসরণ করতে পারেন ব্যক্তিগত · শুধুমাত্র আপনিই এই তালিকায় প্রবেশ করতে পারবেন তালিকা সংরক্ষণ করুন বন্ধ বন্ধ এই টুইট স্থাপিত কর আপনার নীচের ওয়েবসাইটে কোডটি অনুলিপি দ্বারা এই টুইট যোগ করুন * আরও জানুন হুম, সার্ভারে পৌঁছনোর একটি সমস্যা ছিল। পরে আবার চেষ্টা করবেন? প্রকৃত টুইট অন্তর্ভুক্ত করুন অন্তর্ভুক্ত মিডিয়া প্রাকদর্শন বন্ধ টুইটারে নিবন্ধন করুন টুইটারে নেই? নিবন্ধন করুন, আপনির পছন্দের বিষয়গুলির সাথে যুক্ত হন, এবং তাদের বিষয়ে হালনাগাদ পান। একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন » বন্ধ দুটি উপায় (প্রেরণ এবং গ্রহণ) শর্ট কোড: দেশ কোড গ্রাহকদের জন্য মার্কিন যুক্তরাষ্ট্র 40404 (যে কোন) কানাডা 21212 (যে কোন) যুক্তরাজ্য 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM হাইতি 40404 Digicel, Voila আয়ারল্যান্ড 51210 Vodafone, O2 ভারত 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance ইন্দোনেশিয়া 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » অন্য দেশসমুহের এসএসএস সংক্ষিপ্ত কোড দেখুন বন্ধ নিশ্চিতকরণ)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=10132,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 5, April 2003 Girls and the cuts The Liberal cuts will have a devastating effect on girls and young women. With increasing poverty, a growing youth unemployment rate, and a $6-an-hour starvation wage for workers during their first 500 hours of work, many girls will end up homeless and forced into the sex trade out of economic desperation. The Ministry of Children and Family Development boasts that it has saved millions by taking fewer children into care. Minister Hogg also states that 65% of youth in care are from single-parent families. With this government’s brutal attack on single parents, some parents have had their cheques reduced by 18%, resulting in their kids’ living in worsened poverty conditions. If this government really wanted to help kids, it would raise parents’ welfare rate and recognize childrearing as legitimate work deserving a well-paid income. The Liberals have also declared that only in dire circumstances will children 16 and over be taken into care. In 1991, Canada signed on to the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child. The convention defines a child as a person up to 18 years old (Article 1); it says that children have the right to be protected from violence and abuse (Article 19) and that they should be provided with substitute care where necessary (Article 20). Although the government does have youth agreements that allow for 17- to 18-year-olds to receive approximately $780 dollars a month for shelter and living expenses, with the ministry slashing its budget by 23%, it is probable that many 17- to 18-year-old girls who apply for this agreement will be turned down. Only in certain cases, if the ministry is shown that parents cannot provide for their children, can a youth receive adult welfare. The number of girls being sexually exploited will increase when girls are denied both adult welfare and youth agreements. This is very alarming considering the high number of women who are murdered and missing in the Downtown Eastside of Vancouver alone. In addition to this, girls aged 19 and over must prove that they have been living independently for two years before they receive welfare. Government has also cut youth employment programs, foster beds, and child protection services. Cuts to education and special needs programs will result in marginalized girls’ being unable to access schools. Government has cut or closed youth custody centres. More young girls will be jailed outside their communities; the only secure custody centres for girls will be in Vancouver and Prince George. Staff cuts at correctional facilities have already resulted in girls’ facing approximately one hour more, per day, of lockdown. All of those cuts will be detrimental to the lives of girls in this province. As a result of the cuts, more girls will be homeless, poverty stricken, and sexually exploited. I predict that more girls will also be under psychiatric care and institutionalized. In our fight back, we must reveal the true effects that the cuts will have on the lives and realities of marginalized girls in this province. Source: Lisa Wulwick, The Long Haul, End Legislated Poverty. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=19914,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 2, October 2009  Readers write Contradictory cuts On the opening day of school, two Liberal ministers, Education Minister Margaret MacDiarmid, and Olympics Minister Mary McNeil, accompanied by three cavorting Olympic mascots, presided over the launching at False Creek Elementary School of the 2010 Spirit Program, (estimated cost $500,000), designed to embrace the 2010 Games and to motivate students to healthier lifestyles. Coinciding with the hoopla surrounding the ministers’ Olympic road show were the following looming and additional cuts to public education in school libraries, lunch programs for disadvantaged students, extracurricular activities, computer hardware and software, and funding for school playgrounds. The list goes on as the Liberals release information only when confidential memos are leaked or pressed to do so by reporters. All of this, on top of the previously announced cuts to the secondary school competitive sports program, which despite its size, will have a negative impact on secondary school athletics together with the elimination of the $110 million across-the-board school maintenance and upkeep grants that will affect student safety and security. When challenged in the past to explain the inconsistency of a provincial government having three cabinet members (add in Minister for Healthy Living and Sports Ida Chong) managing healthy lifestyles, not to mention the spending of $765-plus millions on the 2010 Games, while simultaneously cutting a piddling $130,000 grant to high school athletes, the best advice the education minister had to offer was an embarrassing and off-the-wall plea for students to increase “walking, dancing, and playing in the park.” Lastly, the irony of two Liberal ministers descending on False Creek Elementary School (my neighbourhood school) for their high-powered opening day Olympic announcement was not lost on the school’s parents where the president of the school’s advisory committee announced a week prior to September 8 that their school would be forced to accelerate its local fundraising drive this year to support key programs. Noel Herron, Vancouver Surrendering the need to be in control One January afternoon, my Grade 8 homeroom class was driving me to the edge. During science they were noisy, disrespectful, and unfocused. When the school counsellor popped in for an impromptu visit, I told him I felt tired and hot. I was getting close to losing it. During math, last block of the day, things got even worse. Students were yelling across the room to each other, there was very little learning taking place—it felt like I was trying to contain a gang of mutinous pirates. I was sweltering, both physically and mentally, and I felt like I had reached my upper limit. Instead of yelling out and unleashing my rage, I took the opposite approach. I took off my sweatshirt and took a deep breath. Instead of infusing anger into my voice, I sweetened my tone. I focused on helping individual students, who were clearly feeling abandoned and frustrated. By being fully in the moment, surrendering, letting go of my concept of “being in control,” I was able to be present for the students. This conscious decision resulted in a shift. The storm clouds broke and some clear air flowed in. There was a transformation in the space, from claustrophobic tension to wide-open ease, imbued with lightness. I cherish that moment, and the wisdom it shared with me. Instead of struggling to hold on, letting go can bring forth moments of beauty. Steve Wilson, Sooke Program left high and dry I just received my copy of the Teacher newsmagazine. You did a wonderful job with my article “Outdoor play/education more important than ever” and especially thank you for all the photos. They do tell the story better than words. We have just started the Grade 4 program at Ruckle Park where we teach students how to make stinging nettle twine, use a magnet, the difference between hardwoods and softwoods, the history of the land (it has a very interesting and long history), and more. Our program won the Island Trust’s Community Stewardship award this year. On a very sad note. I learned on returning from my summer vacation that the provincial government (Gaming Commission) has cut our funding for the program. It is not personal, they cut the funding to all environmental programs. Breaks my heart. Sad postscript. So we will be scrambling to keep this very special program alive. Thank you for your coverage of our program. It could not have come at a better time. I sent a copy yesterday to Hon. Murray Coell, our MLA. Jean Gelwicks, Salt Spring Island Bill 33 consultation meetings I sat in on Bill 33 consultation meetings for the intermediate teachers in our school. In our school it seems the compositions are getting worse, not better. It was stressful for these teachers to sit across from the administrator and justify their professional opinion. I was proud of our teachers for saying why the classes were not educationally sound and for saying what is needed to make the learning situation appropriate for all students. I think that it is particularly so because they know that in the past, their school-based administrator, director of instruction, and superintendent all disagreed with their considered opinions. They may have received a fraction of the support for which they asked. They struggled through the years as best they could. Aware of Dorsey’s findings in the arbitration, teachers diligently supported their professional opinions and requested remedies. And then they expectantly asked, what next? Do you think I will get any help? Will this year be different? That all depends on what the lineup of administrators is prepared to sign. During the Dorsey arbitration teachers listened in shock and disappointment to the testimony of their principals. We have to ask, “What are the forces at work that brought administrators from asking for flexibility so that they didn’t have to reconstruct classes when a fourth identified student was enrolled mid-year, next to starting the year with such a class, to now saying classes with six identified students is appropriate?” Surely this is not what they had in mind when they undermined our collective agreement. How can principals stand up for classes that leave little hope for teachers to adequately help all children achieve their potential? I wonder what the results would be if principals could state their professional opinion by secret ballot? I don’t believe every single principal in the province believes every class is educationally appropriate. What are the screws? Demotion to teaching? Firing? Blocked career advancement? Promised advancement? There really is a dark side to administration. By the time this is printed, we will know if a single principal in the province declared a single class inappropriate for student learning. My hope against hope is that many have, but my money is on not a single one. It is time for administrators to explain why they say our classes are educationally appropriate. Principals need to take responsibility for being the first in line, the closest administrator to the classroom, to say all is well. When you face great pressure to do more and be more, redirect it to where it belongs. Remember you stood up for your students when it mattered, you are on the record, and you are doing everything you reasonably can. Remember that beyond yourself—no, you can’t do it alone—you don’t have control over the resources that will make a critical difference to your students. It is now for administrators and government to use their power to make things right. Veralynn Munson, Terrace Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=17374,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 4, January/February 2009  Book review: The Secret of the Dance Reviewed by John Boan-Mitchell During the week Prime Minister Stephen Harper delivered Canada’s apology to its First Nations survivors of the Indian residential school system, I shared with elementary students, the book—The Secret of the Dance by Andrea Spalding and Alfred Scow. The students were introduced to Watl’Kina, an eight-year-old boy, who in 1935, along with his family “…defied the government.” Students, as young as 6 and as old as 12, were able to quickly identify with Watl’Kina and his family as they leave their winter homes and go off to a remote summer village to perform a Potlatch ceremony—a ceremony that had been illegal in Canada since 1885. The collaboration by the authors, Andrea Spalding and Alfred Scow, has produced a very powerful book that sensitively portrays one aspect of Canada’s treatment of its Native People without relying on shock value. The book is described as a fictional account of the childhood events of retired Judge Alfred Scow, a member of the Kwakwa’ka’wakw First Nation. Perhaps, it’s due to the learnedness of Judge Scow that the book does not resort to excessiveness to convey the plight of Watl’Kina and his people. In addition, as one would expect from a book from Andrea Spalding, careful attention to dialogue and description contributes to the effectiveness of delivery of the message. The book worked well on so many levels with different age groups. In the beginning of the book, the Indian agent declares, “ Dancing is against the law.” For the primary students, the book provided an opportunity to discuss persecution and a people’s determination in their defiance to unjust laws. For the older elementary students, the book served as an introduction to a group discussion about the apology by Canada to its Aboriginal people. With the older students, I did have a couple of students report that they had grandparents who had gone to a residential school. Which is not surprising, as I later learned that British Columbia has the highest concentration of residential school survivors in all of Canada. Darlene Tait, a Coast Salish artist, uses black and white contrasted dynamically with colour in the beginning of the story to portray the repression, but resilience of the First Nations people. The book ends as Watl’Kina as an old man, in current times, portrayed in vibrant colours, stands in the foreground of Native dancers welcoming guests and dignitaries to Canada. Watl’Kina reflects, “Life makes strange circles.” John Boan-Mitchell is vice-president of the Cowichan District Teachers’ Association. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/issues/research.aspx?id=5818,BCTF > School K: Case Study of a Nanaimo elementary school’s approach to inclusion and ESL  	Untitled Page  For Teachers For Parents For Media Home E-mail Lists Links A to Z Index Contact Us Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources Home > Issues in Education > Inclusive Education > Research Project School K: Case Study of a Nanaimo elementary school’s approach to inclusion and ESL With thanks to the teachers, specialist educators, and administrators at School K by Judy Brayden March, 2003 Part One — Demographics, programs, and services The school and its community School K is located in central Nanaimo in the Harewood neighbourhood. The school registers students from Kindergarten to Grade 7, and as of February 2003, the student population was 465. Enrolment declined significantly between 1995 and 1998, leveled off at around 525 between 1998 and 2000, dropping to its current level between 2001 and 2002. The community and neighbourhood served by the school could be described as poor, diverse, and transient. According to the 1996 Canadian census, 43.7 % of the families whose children attended School K had an annual family income of less than $30,000 (compared to a provincial average of 27.6 % at this income-level). 60.9 % of the population over 15 years of age in 1996 had a high school diploma (compared to a provincial average of 68.1%) and 28.6 % had a post-secondary diploma (compared to a provincial average of 42 %). Recent Ministry of Human Resources figures indicate that 47.3% of 495 School K children live in families receiving income assistance. Of the 700 most economically-disadvantaged Canadian public schools, School K ranks in the 98th percentile, and its population is one of the ten most disadvantaged in the province. These data reflect high levels of poverty in the community served by the school. The proportion of students attending School K who are Aboriginal steadily increased between 1991 and 2001, growing from 7.6% to 24.4% of total school population. In 2001, this school figure of 24.4% represented three times the provincial average, which was 7.68%, and it was more than double the 11.1% proportion for the Nanaimo district as a whole (Ministry of Education Standard Reports 1587B and 1554, September 2001). The most recent (2002) Foundation Skills Assessment (FSA) results indicate that in reading comprehension, writing, and numeracy, both Grade 4 and Grade 7 students scored significantly lower than the average performance of students in other schools in the district, and lower than the average performance of all students in the province. The participation rate for all subsections of the FSA was slightly lower than that of the district and the provincial rate in both Grade 4 and 7, with the exception of Grade 4 numeracy, in which the participation rate was the same as the provincial rate (92%). School K is considered an “inner city school”, and has received supplemental funding for some time. Presently it receives $231,000 from the Ministry of Children and Family Development. Sixty-one percent (61%) of this money is used for the school meals program. Past practice for the Nanaimo School Board has been to recognize the need for differentiated funding to its most needy “inner-city” schools as well. Staffing The school population declined from 470.5 FTE (full-time equivalent) students in 2001 to 447.5 FTE students in 2002, a drop of 4.9%, and FTE educator staffing was reduced from 28.138 to 26.082 (-7.3%) for the same period. This means that school staffing was reduced by a greater amount than would normally be reflected by the declining enrolment. The school, therefore, has experienced real cuts in staffing, reducing its capacity to meet students’ needs and increasing teacher workload. The FTE student support teaching staff declined from 5.78 FTE in 2001 to 5.181 FTE in 2002, a loss of 0.6 FTE, or 10.4% in specialist support. At the same time, the Nanaimo School Board abandoned the itinerant service delivery model for ESL/ESD and the Integration Support for low-incidence students. According to specialist support staff in the school, this equated to 0.8 FTE more work for school-based support teachers. Despite the decline in overall student enrolment, they felt that the additional workload demanded was equivalent to approximately 1.4 FTE between 2001 and 2002. The FTE administration has remained at 1.4 FTE since 2001. This year the two principals are case-managers for three low-incidence students. The principal has also assumed supervision of ESL/ESD program implementation and documentation. The collective experience of the specialist educators at School K is considerable. They are highly trained and prepared for their roles in special education, and are experienced in working in inner-city schools with diverse and challenging student populations. In spite of this high level of experience, they report feeling “overloaded” and are concerned about levels of personal stress. Designated Special Education enrolments in the school According to the Special Education Summary by School, September 2002 (Form 1701), 56 of the students registered at that time (12%) were designated “students with special needs” (excluding Gifted). When the 4 Gifted students are included, there are 60 designated students (13.4% of the school’s total population). In addition, there were 52 designated ESL students (11% of the total student population). These are the designations of this year’s students with special needs: Category A (Physically dependent)   0 Category B (deaf/blind) 0 Category C (moderate/profound intellectual disability) 3 Category D (Physical disability/chronic health) 8 Category E (Visual impairment) 0 Category F (Deaf/hard of hearing) 0 Category G (Autism) 3 Category H (Intensive behaviour intervention/Serious mental illness) 6 Category K (Mild intellectual disability) 3 Category P (Gifted) 4 Category Q (Learning Disability) 6 Category R (Moderate behaviour/mental illness) 27 Total 60 School-based special education staff reported that they have actually prepared 196 special education and ESL files to date this school year, including individual educational plans (IEPs). This represented 42% of the student population. The actual distribution as of November 30, 2001, was as follows: 51 ESL and ESD, 15 low incidence, 4 severe behaviour, 29 moderate behaviour, 6 learning disabled, 3 mild mentally handicapped, 83 learning assistance, 4 gifted, and one International student. The demographics in this report are slightly different from the September 30 data collection because of the transient nature of the school population. Teachers recalled that on one day alone, a family of nine students registered at the school. In the opinion of the staff, all of the children would have needed to be assessed before programming could begin. These types of “surprise” registrations represent the unpredictable nature of the demands placed on the school staff. Of the above 196 files, 111 represented individual plans for Ministry-designated students with special needs and ESL/ESD students. The balance of 85 plans (43% of all the written plans) were needed in order to support the educational needs of those students who were not designated but needed individual planning. From these data, it appears that there are many more students with high needs in the school than are designated within official Ministry categories. Student support programs and services Prior to 2002, ESL and ESD services were provided by district, itinerant special education teachers. Specially-trained Integration Support Teachers (IST) developed IEPs and supported programs for low incidence students. Because of provincial budget decisions and district re-organization, the itinerant model of delivery for the Special Education and ESL programs was for the most part removed in June 2002. School-based managers were given the responsibility to develop support programs to meet all of the special education needs at the schools. The data collected on Ministry Form 1530 (budgeted FTE employees by program) for the 2002-03 school year, shows a reduction of over 64% in district ESL/ESD staffing: Nanaimo district’s combined ESL/ESD FTE of 10.52 teachers in 2001–02 was reduced to 3.752 ESL FTE in 2002–03. The district decision was to shift all elementary ESD and ESL support to the school-based learning assistance or learning support teachers, who were then asked to incorporate this education into the traditional learning assistance program. The Nanaimo district’s 4.75 FTE Integration Support (IST) staffing was reduced to 1.0 FTE and the job of writing IEPs for low incidence students, and the implementation of programs, also became the responsibility of the school-based learning assistance teacher. The remaining 1.0 FTE IST consults on integration issues (K–12) and supports the technology needs of all special needs students, including but not exclusive to those of low incidence students. Speech and language pathology (SLP) services remained at 6.4 FTE. This was a local board decision, based on the fact that SLP had been reduced significantly in previous budgets. The average SLP caseload is approximately 90 students. In response to these changes, portions of School K’s special education programs were restructured to include language support and learning assistance for all ESD and ESL students as well as those students who would normally need learning assistance support. Learning assistance teachers, administration, and classroom teachers assumed the job of IEP development for low incidence students as well. Other innovations developed by the administration and supported by the teaching staff included the development of a Learning Centre. Here 13 students, who had received several years of learning assistance, whose language skills remain significantly delayed, and whose behaviours would likely be disruptive to the progress of others in a regular classroom, receive literacy support, and community and life skills programs. A total of 6 of the current students are either designated or would qualify for ESD support. For the first time in many years an all-day Kindergarten class was established at School K this year. Enrolment criteria for this class were: special needs low incidence designation, First Nations ancestry, or ESL in the home. This program presently registers 14 students, 4 of whom are likely to need fairly intensive learning support in Grade 1. Part Two — How have services to students with special needs been affected as a result of recent provincial education budget decisions? Teachers interviewed in the school for this case study report that for some students special learning support has remained the same or improved from the previous year. However, they reported that for many of the most needy students, service has been reduced. As the school-based special education model has been revised to include a Learning Centre and an all-day Kindergarten, the quality of service for the students in both those groups has improved. The 13 students in the Learning Centre receive a multi-faceted and rich learning program, which includes some language support. Without the Learning Centre, these students would have received traditional learning assistance and, based on their past records, success likely would have been limited. Classroom behaviour issues and the strain on classroom teachers’ resources are reduced when such students are in the Learning Centre. The all-day Kindergarten has allowed the 14 registrants to have high quality educational environments for twice the time that they would normally receive it. The well-established Behaviour Support Room continues in place. This is a four-day-per-week program supporting the learning/behaviour needs of students with moderate to severe behavioural concerns. Students work in the regular classrooms but are able to “drop in to” or be assigned to work in the Behavioural Support Room, where the support teacher and EA staff are able to deal with behaviour or to offer educational support. The behaviour support teacher also offers learning assistance in the Behaviour Support Room. Because of changing behaviour demands, the program is designed to be flexible, but respondents report that learning assistance groups are often inadvertently disrupted by behaviour students. This is a less-than-ideal situation for learning assistance. The counseling support service remains as it has been for several years. The School K situation described by staff members is that there have always been far too many cases of children in need to make “one on one” counseling possible. Crisis intervention, either with a child in class or at home, receives highest priority. Links to other intervention agencies and programs within the community, and to the Ministry of Children and Family Development support for the community school concept, and community advocacy education, consume the balance of the counselor’s time. Some School K teachers expressed the belief that there have been gradual reductions in specialist supports in Special Education over the last several years because of provincial budget decisions forcing cuts in the district. This has meant that the needs of those children who require more than one hour of support per day, and who are operating one to two years behind the expectation for the grade level, have increasingly become the responsibility of the classroom teacher. In some cases, the sole responsibility lies with the classroom teacher. For many classroom teachers, it is therefore more difficult to meet the needs of all the students in their class. Some respondents suggested that classroom standards have had to be lowered, and that the needs of those students who are able to achieve beyond the expectation of the grade are not always met. Reducing services supporting students with special needs therefore impacts not only those students with special needs, but all students in the class. Teachers reported that the learning assistance teachers are now incorporating support for ESL students within their redefined roles. But respondents felt that Learning Assistance teachers cannot be expected to deliver the appropriate vocabulary development and cultural enrichment that ESL students need and deserve when incorporating ESL/ESD students into remedial learning assistance groups. Thus teachers are being expected to assume specialist responsibilities without specialist training. Classroom and specialist support teachers are concerned about the ethical and professional ramifications of abandoning the ESL pedagogy and methods and instead using learning assistance approaches with ESL populations. Some respondents felt that fewer high incidence students are being designated since the start of this school year. Recent changes to funding and designation definitions, and pressures to provide services with inadequate resources, were named as reasons. Specialist teachers worry that if the energy demanded to complete additional paperwork, attend additional meetings, and so on, is ultimately unlikely to result in improved services to students, classroom teachers might opt to spend that energy dealing with classroom demands instead. This causes a moral dilemma for special educators. They believe that collaborative planning is necessary to meet the needs of students, but if very limited services can be provided, it is difficult to justify the time used for such collaboration. Part Three — How has the role of the specialist teacher been affected as a result of provincial Education Budget decisions? Respondents had various views about the amount or type of “control” they now felt in their specialist role. Many said they still had a high degree of professional autonomy but that they were frustrated and worried about continued cuts to education funding. They fear that more changes could be announced without warning; changes that would negatively impact students, and which could make their jobs even more difficult. They all expressed frustration with the change to the definition of “learning disabled students” (LD) because this has a huge impact on the classroom teachers, whose groups already include so many needy individuals. Respondents indicated that their colleagues from around the district call on their help more frequently than in past years. School K specialists felt that many of their specialist colleagues are having difficulty with the combination of roles they are now expected to play. Some teachers have been assigned to positions for which they have little training. It was the feeling of some respondents that in some support situations “credentials seem to have been disregarded”, as the district fits people into roles to match budgets rather than students’ needs. Generally, specialists at School K feel supported by their administrative colleagues, who have assumed roles of case managers, student advocates, and writers of IEPs. They usually feel supported by classroom teacher colleagues as well. Respondents reported that they are able to act professionally in their new or revised roles. Some reported concern about their ability to advocate for students’ needs when they are asked to write an IEP on a student with whom they have no direct contact. They posed questions such as: Does yet another name on a caseload serve any purpose other than to add stress? Are specialists promising services where none can be provided? Who is ultimately responsible for attaining the goals of the IEP? The caseloads of each of the four student-support teachers vary. They range from 13 to 47 students. Assessment and paperwork demands have become increasingly burdensome in the last year. Respondents indicated that there is not enough time to properly assess the students in the school. Coincidentally, this year they have been asked to administer the Woodcock Johnson Achievement assessment (previously administered by district personnel, as school-based testing materials were outdated). In addition, there are many children in the regular classroom whose programs need to be supported with current and accurate assessment. Home-schooled students are now entitled to a comprehensive assessment of their achievement levels at any time during their schooling. Because of these factors, and because staffing is limited, a considerable backlog in assessment services presently exists. Because the Behaviour Support teacher (0.8 FTE) has just four days to complete all of the work of the program, she must cancel support services in order to complete assessments. Presently, scheduled blocks are too short (three at 20 minutes each) to prove useful, and even 60 consecutive minutes would not accommodate the need. Part Four — How has the shift to school-based decision making and services to students with special needs affected district support for specialist teachers? The district support structure has changed dramatically since June 2002. Three district-level administrative positions were reduced entirely and the entire assignment of Special Education Support was given to one district-level director. Previously, there existed a zone model in which each of the district-level administrators shared some of the responsibility for special education. At this same time, the board adopted a model of school-based management in which the allocation of school-based support became the decision of the principal. As part of restructuring the itinerant model of special services delivery, Integration Support Teachers (IST), ESL, and ESD were dramatically reduced. All respondents agreed that this shift to school-based specialist support has unequivocally affected the level and quality of support offered to Nanaimo specialist teachers. Some of their comments are shared here: “Everyone is scrambling. People are frustrated…in October we were told that ESD students are no longer designated. In December we were told to update ESD files and do IEPs. This caused animosity, resentment, and stress.” “The integration teachers are no longer available and the district practice of monthly meetings has been unworkable.” “It takes upwards of a week to get feedback on some fairly serious issues, compared to two days last year or in the past”. Others refer to district staff as “overwhelmed”. No one blames individuals, but all respondents were convinced that support for them by district staff had dwindled or disappeared entirely. Summary The overall student population of School K decreased by 4.8% this year, while teacher staffing has been cut by 7.4%. Special education prevalence is high in the school, with 12% of the total student population designated as students with special needs. School K also has high levels of ESL/ESD students (11% of the total student population), and because of poverty levels also continued to receive extra support from the Ministry of Children and Family Development (inner city and community school). All evidence indicates that the educational needs of the community are great and will likely continue to increase. In spite of this, staffing cuts in school student support services have been severe, more than 10%-reduced since last year. School-based educational changes (Learning Centre and all-day Kindergarten) continue to advance School K as an innovative school in addressing the needs of its community. However, should budgets be reduced further, the existing learning assistance staff may not be able to support the needs of the most needy students in the school. This will further impact the role of the classroom teacher, because so many students have special learning needs. There is a strong sense that the district-level decision to move away from an itinerant model to a school-based model is placing considerable stress on Special Education and ESL/ESD support staff in the school. There was also a belief among staff that the school is less able to meet the needs of its diverse and needy student population this school year than was the case in previous years. There exists a concern that some high-incidence students with special needs are not being designated, because they no longer generate additional funding. Provincial education funding decisions and changes to Ministry of Education direction (changes to designations) have influenced district-wide reorganization and affected the level of service, the workload, and the morale of the special educators in the school. The loss of support for specialists from the district staff has been broadly and negatively felt by all of the special education staff at School K. Considerably more is expected from fewer staff accessing less resources, and respondents are concerned that they will not be able to absorb further reductions in support levels or time allocations.   About Us | News & Events | Publications | Advocacy & Action | Social Justice | Issues in Education © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/ResearchReports.aspx?id=5552&printPage=true,BCTF > 93ei05, Teaching in the 90s  	BCTF Research Reports  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Research Reports BCTF Research Report Section XII 93-EI-05 Teaching in the ’90s Report No. 1: Changing Teaching Practice: Teachers' Aspirations Meet School Realities By Larry Kuehn, Director Research and Technology December 1993 Teaching in the ’90s is a series of reports based on a survey of B.C. teachers conducted in May and June of 1993. It constitutes a culture map of B.C. teachers, looking at teacher practices and a range of current issues in education. 2,000 questionnaires were mailed to a random sample of BCTF members. 735 responses were entered into a Teaching in the ’90s database, and form the basis of the reports. B.C. Teachers Support Changes in Teaching Practice; Conditions in the Schools are an Impediment to Effecting Change A. “ASPECTS OF TEACHING”: DESCRIPTION OF QUESTIONS British Columbia embarked, in the late 1980s, on an attempt to make a systemic change in the structure, curriculum, and teaching practice in B.C. schools. The process was initiated with the Sullivan Commission on Education, followed in 1989 by a government policy described as the “Year 2000,” which was outlined in the “Policy Directions” paper from the B.C. government. By the 1992–93 school year, the Primary Program covering a child's first four years in school was in place as the provincially authorized program. Two other programs, described as Intermediate (covering what was traditionally grades four to ten) and Graduation (traditionally grades eleven and twelve), were under development and discussion, but had not been released for general feedback, nor adopted as the official provincial program. Although only a small portion of the full program was in place as the official program, the general principles underlying the Year 2000 program were generally known throughout the teaching force. The “Teaching in the ’90s” survey included questions on seventeen of what were called “aspects of teaching.” These seventeen areas were organized into “Paradigm A” and “Paradigm B.” The items in “Paradigm A” might be characterized as “traditional” schooling practices; those in “Paradigm B” might be characterized as “progressive” schooling practices. However, these content labels were intentionally not included in the questions, to avoid the emotive weight that might accompany them. The descriptions in Paradigm B are generally concepts on which the “Year 2000” programs are based. Those filling out the questionnaire were not asked to choose one paradigm or the other, but rather to choose a place on a continuum between 1 and 7. For each of the seventeen areas they were asked to identify placement on the continuum three times: once for where they would prefer to be in their own teaching practice; once for where they actually are in their teaching practice; and once for where they perceive practice to be in their school. Following are the seventeen pairs that represented the continuum between the two paradigms: Paradigm A Paradigm B CURRICULUM Major focus on content Major focus on process Discrete discipline Integration of subjects Content acquisition Learning to learn Prescribed scope and sequence Continuous progress INSTRUCTION Teacher-centered instruction Child-centered instruction Single instructional style Multiple instructional styles Direct instruction Active learning SCHOOL ENVIRONMENT Single grade grouping Multi-age grouping Competition Co-operative learning Teacher role as supervisor of learners Self-directed learners Hierarchical administrative structures Professional/collegial relationships Teacher as independent professional Collaborative inter-dependent teacher relationship School as a closed system School within community context Little encouragement for community involvement Community involvement actively sought ASSESSMENT AND REPORTING Standard tests Authentic (performance) assessment Letter grades Anecdotal reporting Norm-referenced exams Reference sets or checklists B. WHAT DID TEACHERS SAY? The mean score for each of the seventeen items has been plotted on the attached graphs. The graph “Aspects of Teaching--1” shows the mean scores for all respondents, incorporating teachers from the range of grade levels, and teachers in non-classroom positions as well as those in classrooms. The graph “Aspects of Teaching--2: Primary” shows the mean scores for teachers who identified themselves as primary teachers. The graph “Aspects of Teaching--3: Secondary” shows the mean scores for teachers who identified themselves as secondary teachers. C. WHAT DOES THIS SURVEY SUGGEST ABOUT TEACHING PRACTICE IN B.C. SCHOOLS? On most of the seventeen items surveyed, teachers’ ideals for practice tend toward the “progressive” paradigm. The “Aspects of Teaching” questions were presented in four categories: curriculum, instruction, school environment, and assessment and reporting. Many of the items described objectives for systemic changes identified for the Year 2000 program, including “continuous progress,” “active learning,” “co-operative learning,” and “authentic (performance) assessment.” On most of the items identified, teachers indicated that they would prefer their own practice to be closer to Paradigm B than to the more traditional practices in Paradigm A. At all levels of the system, teacher support for progressive approaches is not matched by the reality of practice. Teachers identify their own teaching practice as falling short of their ideal. Practices in their school are perceived as even more toward the traditional than the teacher’s own practice. The desire for change, in other words, has been much stronger than the reality of change. The institutional practices of the school impede change. If change is to be supported on a systemic basis, these institutional practices must be identified and strategies adopted that focus not just on changing the practice of individual teachers, but also on creating institutional supports, rather than impediments, for change. Significant similarities exist between primary and secondary teachers. Teacher responses followed a common pattern at all levels. Teachers’ preferred practices were more toward the “progressive” paradigm than their actual practice. Perceived practices of the school as a whole are further toward the traditional than either preferred or actual practice by the teacher. Significant differences exist between primary and secondary teachers. It should be no surprise that significant differences exist between primary and secondary teachers. The training of these teachers is different. The size of the schools in which they teach is different. The developmental level of the students they teach is different. The expectations that are external to the school are different. While the pattern of preferred practice being more “progressive” than actual practice holds at all levels, primary teachers and schools are further toward the “progressive” on all questions. The training and experience of primary teachers over the past fifteen years, along with the stamp of official approval from the government, have moved primary teachers further and faster than secondary teachers. Single-grade grouping is preferred over multi-grade grouping. Some proponents of change see the creation of multi-grade grouping as an important structural component of continuous progress approaches. However, this survey shows substantially more support for continuous progress (as an alternative to prescribed scope and sequence) than for multi-grade groupings. A possible explanation for support of single-grade grouping may be that other factors are already creating too much of a breakdown of the classroom as a working social system: students with special needs are being integrated into the regular classroom; the social, cultural, and first-language makeup of the student body is becoming more diverse. Adding a wider range of student ages to the classroom may increase the difficulties in a system already experiencing challenges to maintaining stability. Primary and Secondary teachers have very different views on anecdotal reporting and letter grades. Not surprisingly, anecdotal reporting has substantial support at the primary level, while secondary teachers are more favorable to letter grades. However, even at the primary level, respondents felt that actual practice was further toward anecdotal reporting than teachers’ preferred practice. The greatest gap between teacher preferences and actual school practice is in the area of professional relationships. Teachers identified a preference for “professional/collegial relationships,” but find that actual practice in the school is more toward the “hierarchical administrative structures” end of the continuum. This gap was more pronounced at the secondary level than at the primary level. On no other item was there as wide a gap between teacher preferences and the reality in their school. Primary/Secondary Comparison for “Aspects of Teaching”   Primary/Secondary Comparison for “Aspects of Teaching” Mean Scores Primary Secondary Overall Major focus on content On process [018] I prefer to be here 5.65 5.09 5.42 [019] I am actually here 4.77 4.16 4.54 [020] My school is here 4.19 3.39 3.93 Discrete discipline Integration of subjects [021] I prefer to be here 5.99 4.70 5.45 [022] I am actually here 5.17 3.34 4.40 [023] My school is here 4.31 2.95 3.78 Content acquisition Learning to learn [024] I prefer to be here 6.06 5.47 5.80 [025] I am actually here 4.96 4.11 4.64 [026] My school is here 4.32 3.26 3.88 Prescribed scope and sequence Continuous progress [027] I prefer to be here 5.89 4.65 5.33 [028] I am actually here 5.27 3.89 4.63 [029] My school is here 4.58 3.28 4.04 Teacher-centred instruction Child-centred instruction [030] I prefer to be here 5.67 5.16 5.45 [031] I am actually here 4.77 4.06 4.49 [032] My school is here 4.05 3.33 3.87 Single instructional style Multiple instructional styles [033] I prefer to be here 6.30 6.20 6.29 [034] I am actually here 5.16 4.85 5.12 [035] My school is here 4.52 4.06 4.33 Direct instruction Active learning [036] I prefer to be here 5.95 5.65 5.77 [037] I am actually here 4.99 4.47 4.73 [038] My school is here 4.28 3.70 4.12 Single-grade grouping Multi-age grouping [039] I prefer to be here 4.10 3.46 3.94 [040] I am actually here 3.84 3.24 3.61 [041] My school is here 3.74 2.75 3.48 Competition Co-operative learning [042] I prefer to be here 5.80 4.88 5.33 [043] I am actually here 5.17 4.14 4.72 [044] My school is here 4.45 3.38 4.09 Teacher role as supervisor of learners Self-directed [045] I prefer to be here 5.41 5.02 5.23 [046] I am actually here 4.36 3.62 4.08 [047] My school is here 3.86 2.93 3.51 Hierarchical administrative structures Professional/collegial relationships [048] I prefer to be here 6.30 5.94 6.05 [049] I am actually here 5.05 4.32 4.74 [050] My school is here 4.25 3.37 3.95 Teacher as independent professional Collaborative inter-dependent teacher relationship [051] I prefer to be here 5.90 5.28 5.63 [052] I am actually here 4.87 4.04 4.53 [053] My school is here 4.19 3.37 3.91 School as a closed system School within community [054] I prefer to be here 5.76 5.44 5.64 [055] I am actually here 4.56 3.93 4.40 [056] My school is here 4.26 3.59 4.03 Little encouragement for community involvement Community involvement actively sought [057] I prefer to be here 5.74 5.55 5.73 [058] I am actually here 4.64 3.94 4.45 [059] My school is here 4.45 3.77 4.23 Standardized tests Authentic (performance) [060] I prefer to be here 6.18 5.28 5.66 [061] I am actually here 5.78 4.46 5.05 [062] My school is here 4.97 3.51 4.41 Letter grades Anecdotal reporting [063] I prefer to be here 5.99 3.54 4.82 [064] I am actually here 6.50 2.96 4.83 [065] My school is here 5.56 2.46 4.23 Norm-referenced exams Reference sets or checklists [066] I prefer to be here 6.15 4.49 5.34 [067] I am actually here 5.69 3.80 4.73 [068] My school is here 4.83 3.19 4.11)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11854,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2000 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 13, Number 1, September 2000 PUBLIC EDUCATION NOT FOR SALE Businesses target students by Sean Cook and Lucia Wolfe Our children are the focus of big businesses looking for new markets for their products. Multinational corporations, such as Coke, Pepsi, and McDonalds, are not only invading the school’s hallways, they’re also moving into the classroom. What can we as teachers and parents do to prevent the commercialization of our schools? On May 23–24, 2000, teachers, students, parents, union members, and university and college professors listened to presentations and participated in workshops at a conference entitled Public Education: Not for Sale. The conference was sponsored by the Coalition for Public Education (BCTF, Canadian Union of Public Employees (B.C. Division), B.C. Government and Service Employees’ Union, College-Institute Educator’s Association of B.C., Confederation of University Faculty Associations of B.C., and Canadian Federation of Students, B.C. component), all of whom are interested in seeing that education does not become another commodity of multinational corporations. BCTF President David Chudnovsky opened the conference by stating, “To us, education is a public trust, not a business; knowledge is a gift to give, not a commodity to sell; schools are communities, not corporations, and students are citizens, not consumers.” The introductory talk, by University of Wisconsin Professor Alex Molnar, an expert on corporations targeting public education, focussed on big business “harvesting children as a cash crop.” He targeted our consumer-oriented life style, the underlying malaise that makes this possible, in which kids are defined by their possessions. “Logos give status!” He called shopping “a national sport,” and in conclusion he stated, “We’ve met the enemy and he is us.” Day 1 Conferees listened to experts in the field discuss how the integrity of the learning environment is being undermined by multinational corporations. One of the workshops, entitled Cola Wars and Burger Battles, discussed how corporations are bringing their business and their values into the lunchrooms. Profit-driven fast-food outlets are replacing school-based cafeterias that should provide nutritious, affordable meals as well as opportunities for students to learn cooking and catering skills. Increasingly, the influence of the corporate food providers reaches beyond the cafeteria. Sean Cook, one of the presenters, cited two local examples. During June 1998, Grade 3 and 4 students at a Vancouver elementary school spent months on an assignment from “White Spot (burger) chain to come up with creative products for kids.” “It was a lot of work,” says Jeffrey Ye, age 9. On Tuesday, April 11, 2000, Sandra Banks, vice-president of Coke Canada, told approximately 90 B.C. middle school students that “Caffeine is probably one of the safest substances that is studied by government. It is naturally occurring in the coca bean. You, as the consumer, get to choose what you want but, from our perspective, caffeine is a completely safe ingredient...it’s a healthy substance.” (See “Caffeine added to pop,” p. 12) In a workshop entitled The Global Corporate Agenda, Seth Klein, connected these concerns with our communities. As director, of the B.C. Office of the Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives, he called for “good corporate citizenship. Good corporate citizenship means paying your taxes.” Day 2 The second day of the conference was devoted to strategies for resisting commercialization. Many of the conferees demonstrated outside the Vancouver Trade and Convention Centre, where the World Education Market was having its own conference. The Coalition for Public Education demonstration expressed opposition to those who want to make private fortunes from public education. The protest was reported by both local and foreign media. Radio France International, assigned to the World Education Market conference, gave full coverage to our conference. Later that week, Sandrine Blanchard, the education reporter for Le Monde, discussed how commercialization of schools is affecting French children. In small groups, conferees discussed effective strategies to protect public education. Many teachers stated that their districts were already taking money from Coke and Pepsi to augment the diminishing education budget in B.C. A teacher from the interior stated that the school budget did not include buses for the sports teams to attend tournaments. At that time, they were debating the ethics of accepting corporate sponsorship. Claire Polster, an assistant professor at the University of Regina, stated that the issue goes deeper than the infiltration by multinational corporations into the classroom. The issue is about the destruction of the public sector, democracy, and critical citizenship! Naomi Klein, a Globe and Mail columnist and author of No Logo, provided an example in her presentation, Taking Aim at the Brand Bullies, of the vulnerability of corporations. She cited the case where, in April 2000, Nike cancelled the final year of Brown University’s three-year sponsorship deal. Nike’s decision came after the school joined a student-led group wanting to impose tougher labour standards for wages and working conditions on Nike’s overseas factories, which critics call “sweatshops.” In the words of Naomi Klein this “brand boomerang” makes “corporations understand that coming into schools is dangerous. You’re on our ground! You might get x-rayed!” The final sessions of the conference were devoted to discussing ideas for combatting the commercialization of education. Professor Molnar stated that there needs to be a secure boundary between schools and corporations, because they have different goals. “Advertising achieves something regardless of truth; they can’t mix.” Emily Menzies, from Check Your Head, stated that this year-old organization is focussing on youth taking responsibility for their lives. By harnessing the energy of young people and with the support of teachers, Menzies stated that they should be able to roll back the rising tide of commercialism in schools. Jim Turk, president of the Canadian Association of University Teachers, talked about students’ taking action. He stated that corporations should pay more in taxes without any strings or logos attached. Heather-jane Robertson, author of No More Teachers, No More Books: The Commercialization of Canada’s Schools, agreed with Turk that corporations should pay more taxes and that parents should be involved with their children’s education. After two days of conferencing, the participants left with a strong sense of the rising tide of corporate influence in schools and the need for parents and teachers to address the issue immediately. As one primary teacher stated, “I plan to go back and plant the seed that will help something positive happen in our district.” Sean Cook teaches at Centennial School, Coquitlam, and Lucia Wolfe edits PAGES, the journal of B.C. Teachers for Peace and Global Education.   Corporate involvement in schools survey by Anny Schaefer We know corporations are involved in B.C.’s public schools—but just how involved are they? That’s what the BCTF wanted to find out last spring, when we surveyed staff representatives at all of B.C.’s public schools. It was the first time anyone ever asked. Staff representatives from almost half of B.C.’s public schools completed and returned surveys on corporate involvement in schools (848 of 1,793—47%.) In the future, this baseline information will allow us to determine whether and how corporate involvement in the public-education system is changing. Nearly every elementary school in the province (99%) has Scholastic Book sales; half the schools also have another book sale. Schools use such programs to raise funds for cash-strapped libraries; teachers use bonus points to stock their classrooms. Some schools’ earnings from book sales exceed their annual library budget! Countless student, teacher, and parent hours are spent on these and on sales of other items, such as wrapping paper and chocolates, while millions of dollars sit unspent in district learning resources budgets. Most students need not go far to get their daily caffeine and sugar fix. Nine out of 10 secondary schools have at least one vending machine. For middle schools, the figure is even higher—96%—perhaps because middle schools are a relatively new concept in B.C. and have new ideas on funding. While only 1 in 3 elementary schools currently has a vending machine, younger kids in two-thirds of mixed-level schools (e.g., K–12) are exposed to temptation. Teachers are concerned that in-school machines peddling high-sugar or high-caffeine “juices,” “tea,” pop, and junk food undermine curriculum that encourages healthy eating habits: “How do we decide what is OK to have in the school? What messages are we sending the students? That Coke is good/worthwhile? Why not cigarettes?” Students’ brand loyalty is being bought (almost 3 in 10 schools (28%) are known to be tied into an exclusive beverage contract, more than two-thirds of secondary schools are in this position). Unfortunately, secrecy is the key word here. Details of the contracts are usually not known, and 10% of staff reps aren’t even aware whether an exclusive contract is in place. Some teachers have tried to fight back: “Three years ago a number of teachers tried to get rid of the Coke and chocolate bar machines. We went armed with our board’s policy on nutritional snacks and other relevant information. You’d have thought that we’d tried to organize a mutiny. In the end, vending machines and advertising stayed.” Logos—not just on caps, jeans, and t-shirts—pervade today’s schools. Some examples from one school: “Orca Bay ‘Read to Succeed,’ Christie Brown & Co. ‘Read to Succeed,’ Subway certificates for home reading, Scholastic Book orders, iMac computer from local credit union, milk UPC code collection, magazine sales, Owl Book Fair.” Kids at 61% of elementary schools collect labels, box tops, and other trappings of consumer culture as part of a corporate incentive program. Selling wall, washroom-stall, and even roof space hasn’t caught on much yet; however: Eight percent of schools have ads on scoreboards and 8% have ads somewhere else in the school building. But subtler manifestations are present: Orca Bay programs such as Read to Succeed and Stay in School are used in 34% of schools (nearly 4 in 10 elementary schools); 28% use “curriculum” from forestry companies and 13% use mining industry materials. About 1 in 4 schools have received a corporate donation of computer hardware. The problem with this is that schools in high socio-economic status (SES) areas have an edge when it comes to computer donations: 26% of schools with high SES have received hardware donations compared to 23% of low-SES schools. Food services are also highly “corporatized.” Students can purchase meals onsite at one-third of schools: 20% of elementary and 80% of secondary. Of these meal programs, 53% are publicly funded and operated, and just over 30% are privately operated; the remainder are likely self-funded. About 30% of private-food operations are fast-food franchises such as A&W or Subway (about 9% of all food services). Information is lacking about whether private food operations provide revenue to schools or districts (20% and 37% “don’t know”); however, nearly half do not provide revenue to schools, and 60% do not provide revenue to districts. Raised awareness of corporations’ entanglements in our schools is a first step to taking action to protect curriculum and children’s interests. Rather than resigning themselves to corporate rule, many teachers, support staff, parents, and students are uniting to affect policy. One school has a committee of parents and teachers working on an ethical screen for any fundraising or corporate sponsorships. Another representative reports: “It is a fine balancing act determining what benefits the students and what is detrimental. A heads-up approach to donations and involvement by staff/AO/parents is probably the best method of checks for our school at present. Our staff tries its best to limit external sources of sponsorship but not suppress it totally.” Anny Schaefer is a researcher in the BCTF’s Research and Technology Division.   Ideology of greed won’t serve humanity by Seth Klein Canada has witnessed a major shift in the orientation of public policy over the past 25 years. Between WW II and the mid-70s, public policy and corporate behaviour was guided by a Keynesian consensus of sorts—an economic, social, and political compromise that served most, but by no means all, Canadians fairly well. Emerging from the social unrest of the 1930s, Canada, like many Western countries, developed a system of social-welfare programs. These programs provided some security to Canadians during times of either personal or cyclical unemployment, and they saw us pooling our resources to develop effective, equitable and more efficient public programs and social insurance programs such as the CPP, UI, and healthcare. Big business appeared more willing to offer decent pay and benefits, knowing that it stood to gain from a workforce able to buy their products; and workers were able to demand more, knowing that unemployment was low, and if forced to move jobs, they could, during transition periods, fall back onto the social-safety net. But in the mid-70s, Canada’s largest corporations seemed to have become dissatisfied with this arrangement. Profits, while increasing, were increasing at a declining rate, productivity was in decline. Workers were too demanding and confident. Public support for the positive role of government in the economy was too strong, and public antipathy towards big business was worrisome. So they got organized. One hundred fifty of Canada’s largest corporations, seeking to rectify this situation, came together to form the BCNI (the Business Council on National Issues). Others helped to found the Fraser Institute, in an effort to redirect public opinion back toward free market thinking. In general, business organizations across the Western world started to come together around a new policy program, one quite different from Keynesianism, that has come to be known as the neo-conservative or neo-liberal or corporate agenda. The neo-conservative project is a comprehensive and coherent program. Moreover, in a global economy characterized by free trade, deregulation, and capital mobility, neo-conservative intellectuals argue that “there is no alternative” to corporate policy preferences. Thus, we see the “right” capitalizing on the very conditions it created. We can see this clearly in the case of the current campaign for tax cuts: after arguing successfully for free trade and globalization, the Right is now arguing that this new reality necessitates tax cuts if Canada is to remain competitive. And we see it in education, where having effectively lobbied for spending cuts and tax cuts, corporations now ride to the rescue of an underfunded system. This is not good corporate citizenship. Good corporate citizenship means paying your taxes. This is the transfer of funding and influence from the social/collective realm, to the private/for-profit realm. Right-wing, corporate-backed think tanks have played a critical role in advancing this neo-conservative policy program. The neo-conservative project takes ideas and research very seriously (which should not be confused with undertaking serious research). Corporate Canada has directed millions of dollars toward the establishment and maintenance of right-wing think tanks, and towards the research of neo-conservative academics. The Fraser Institute and the C.D. Howe Institute each have annual budgets of about $3 million, and staffs of over 30. Virtually all their money comes from corporate Canada, and their boards are a virtual who’s who of executives from the Business Council on National Issues. These corporations promote a free market ideology that was soundly rejected after the hardships of the Great Depression of the 1930s. The race to the bottom envisioned by globalization creates greater economic disparity within and between countries. This is not an ideology designed to serve humanity. Seth Klein is director of the B.C. Office of the Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives.   Schools B Us by Garth Holmes Memo to: Business Leaders for Individual Student Saturation (BLISS) From: Education Committee Subject: Part 1 of the Annual Report “Onward to a State of Bliss” A basic premise: A survey of corporations in B.C. schools shows that high-income-area schools have received more corporate support, both in gross figures and per student ratio, than schools in low-income districts. The committee wishes to point out that this means some money has been directed to schools in low-income areas. Given the economy’s slowdown, BLISS members must be sure to get more bang for their buck. All corporate money should be invested in high-income-district schools, not merely most of our money. These schools enroll the students whose parents have, and who will themselves later have, the money to spend on our products. Before we delve into the potential gold mines that schools represent, a caveat. For some baffling reason, teachers and parents resist our efforts to assist schools and students with our products. They look for ulterior motives when we present even the most basic ideas. Therefore, our first suggestion: All of BLlSS’s for-profit concepts must be presented as “good for students.” The following points should be especially sold in our ads. Everyone has “comfort foods” from their childhood that they turn to when there is turmoil in their lives. This list needs to be expanded. What happens if a child is somewhere these foods are unavailable? If parents endorse our school penetration, their child will always have comfort clothes or comfort vehicles or comfort inhalants (tobacco especially) that they could turn to in times of emotional need. When macaroni and cheese is unavailable, they could slip into their soothing Nikes or drive around in their comfy Chevys. For these “comfort products” to be helpful, children must grow these ties at an early age. Adulthood is too late to develop these lifelong emotional aids. BLISS involvement can give students those little extras and rewards that can mean so much, such as stickers, balloons, clothing, and baseball caps, all with corporate logos. After a year or two, families will be able to budget for these products so the low, low prices charged will not strain their budget. Children are naturally competitive. If we plan carefully, BLISS members can arrange to have exclusive rights to individual schools. This way, students will be able to wear their school/corporate colours, showing where their loyalties lie. This natural competitiveness should enable children to more effectively break down their parents’ resistance to buying the corporate products. There is an area for corporate school penetration that is too often ignored. We forget that there are adults in schools too. They are reflexively opposed to business-school ties. As a result, BLISS members have ignored the teachers or downplayed their influence. This has been a mistake. We have been slow to recognize the obvious. Supply services to teachers, and they will become corporate ambassadors, albeit unknowingly. Two examples: Teachers hate accreditation in its current form. The process is too time-and-energy consuming for the generally ignored results. Let BLISS companies arrange to do school accreditation for teachers. We can train positive, willing employees to fill in the forms and attend the meetings. (Former telemarketers would be perfect employees for this job.) If the monetary cost to the individual teacher is kept low, they should be grateful to our BLISS companies. Teachers having used this service will be less likely to resist other corporate involvement. A variation of this plan would have our BLISS companies pay the government to allow us to do the complete accreditation. Our members would do the work for the teachers, write the results, and supply the external accreditation team to examine the results. It should be simple to ensure that we identify flaws in the school that can be fixed by buying BLISS products. Payment should also come from the teachers, especially once it becomes clear that recalcitrant teachers and departments have more flaws identified than do the co-operative ones. Standardized testing is another teacher bete noire that offers opportunities to the far-sighted company. First, a BLISS company would pay the government for the right to develop standardized tests for all grades/courses, for all purposes from review tests to final graduation tests. The tests would be administered by the company. The money-making comes when the company opens branches that tutor students to pass the tests. More creatively, the BLISS company could announce that it will tutor students from only one elementary and one secondary school in each area. The winning school would be the one that bid the most at an auction for the company’s services. Part 2 of this report, “Changing what trustees trust,” will follow shortly. Garth Holmes teaches at Ann Stevenson Secondary School, Williams Lake. Reading list Barlow, Maude and Heather-Jane Robertson, Class Warfare: The Assault on Canada’s Schools. Key Porter Books, 1994. Hirrt, Nico, Les Nouveax maîtres de l’Ecole: l’enseignement éuropéan sous la coupe de marché. Klein, Naomi, No Logo: Taking Aim at the Brand Name Bullies. Alfred A. Knopf Canada, 2000. Korten, David C. When Corporations Rule the World. Kumarian Press and Berrett Koehler Publishers, 1995 Molnar, Alex. Giving Kids The Business: The Commercialization of America’s Schools. Boulder, Colo. Westview Press, 1996. Robertson, Heather-jane. No More Teachers, No More Books: The Commercializtion of Canada’s Schools. McClelland and Stewart, 1998 Saul, John Ralston. The Unconscious Civilization. Concord: Anansi, 1995.   Caffeine added to pop to create addicts A new study published by Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine suggests that caffeine is added to soft drinks not to enhance the taste, as manufacturers claim, but to addict consumers. The study found that only 8% of 25 adult consumers were able to detect the taste of caffeine in soft drinks. The others were able to detect caffeine only when the levels exceeded those approved by the U.S. Food and Drug administration. The study concludes that caffeine is added to create addiction to soft drinks. Soft drinks represent the single largest added source of sugar in the North American diet, according to the Johns Hopkins study. Soda drinking has displaced consumption of more nutritious foods and could lead to more tooth decay, obesity, and bone fractures, the report said. A trade group representing the soft drink industry called the study’s conclusions irresponsible and contended caffeine added to the beverages does enhance flavour. The debate is reminiscent of the tobacco companies’ denial of the harmful effects of smoking and of targeting the youth market. This issue is of particular interest to teachers in light of the BCTF survey showing that 93% of secondary schools and 34% of elementary schools are allowing cola companies to distribute their products in school. — Peter Owens Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Touring a natural gas drilling rig with @MLA Mike Bernier, and Brian from EnCana http://t.co/AifdJ4H07b" @Teresa_Wat - 06:01pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9890,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2002 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 2, Nov./Dec. 2002 New grad proposals: Less choice, less flexibility by Bill Forst A new government; therefore new revisions to graduation requirements. We who have been around for a few governments know that each one wants to put its stamp, based on its ideology, on graduation regulations. Some of the proposals recently released by Christy Clark may be a step in the right direction. Some of the initiatives, however, seem to have come from way out in right field, and others appear to pose logistical problems with great potential cost in teacher time and school budgets. Here are some of the main proposals, with difficulties cited from a school counsellor’s point of view. Add Grade 10 to the graduation program The proposal appears simply to add the current Grade 10 courses to the officially recorded graduation program. It is self-evident, however, that such a change will significantly reduce the "flexibility" that is supposed to be a key tenet of the changes. That is of great concern for students with special needs. There is always a percentage of students who, because of various learning disabilities, are unable to meet graduation requirements. The problem of course is that there is no clear dividing line between those who can achieve graduation requirements and those who cannot. Adding Grade 10 to the graduation program essentially gives students with special needs, their teachers, and their families, one less year of flexibility to adapt and modify courses before they get "locked in" to the graduation program standards. This allows for one less year of assessing the student’s needs, and one less year for developing strategies that may ultimately lead to success with the graduation program. Revise the exam program, with new comprehensive graduation exams • Optional Grade 12 exams The minister plans to make Grade 12 exams optional. That may, indeed, encourage students to choose the academic courses without worry for the extra challenge of the provincial exam. Universities likely will still require the provincial exam score as an entrance requirement, so the vast majority of students in the academic Grade 12 courses will still choose to write the exams. • New comprehensive exams in Grades 10 and 11 The stated goal of the proposal is to "raise the standards and rigour" of the graduation program. The implicit assumption is that comprehensive exams are not already used in schools and that provincial exams have some magic ability to raise "standards and rigour." Standard provincial exams will deny the very flexibility for schools and communities that the minister claims to cherish. That students with special needs and ESL students will be unduly challenged by Grade 10 Language Arts and Social Studies 11 exams is self-evident, but there is also much evidence that cultural and language barriers handicap Aboriginal students in those areas. The ministry must consider and address those issues, particularly in light of the ministry’s stated priority of improving graduation rates for Aboriginal students. Require portfolio and panel presentations This intriguing concept could have some considerable value in developing the "whole" student. Essentially, every student is to develop a "portfolio," based on six "competency" areas. The portfolio requirement will be the first such program in all of the provinces of Canada. It may have some merit in principle, as it requires students to present evidence of a wide range of activities and competencies, but there are many challenges to overcome to make the proposal successful, not least of which is the enormous challenge for educators to monitor and assess the development of the portfolios over three years. Each student will eventually be required to make a "panel presentation" of the portfolio. The minister’s "Decision Document" states that "no additional staffing requirements are expected; teachers freed from supervising provincial examinations and teaching Career and Personal Planning 11–12 will be able to devote time to portfolio assessment," and "One idea might be panels consisting of their portfolio teacher mentor, principal, vice-principal..." At best, those suggestions are wishful thinking; at worst, they reflect ignorance of school staffing principles. No teachers will be freed from supervising provincial examinations. With the additional Grade 10 and 11 exams, there will be more exam supervision, not less. It is absurd to think that any administrators would have the time to sit on hundreds of panel presentations in the typical secondary school. Most of those administrators are overwhelmed with their current responsibilities. As admirable as the intentions of the proposal are, it is doomed to fail unless the staffing question is addressed. Require students to choose one of eight "pathways" The media has picked up on this proposal as one of the most controversial. The ministry says this is not "streaming," because no pathway will close any future doors. So why make the pathways mandatory? Pathways can certainly be established and offered to students as a focus in much the same way as our current "career preparation" packages have done. However, current graduation requirements already offer a great deal of choice and flexibility for the many students who wish to choose their program based on personalized needs and interests rather than some artificial "pathways." Ironically, with this proposal, the ultimate "choice" being denied to students, is the ability to choose "flexibility." Require Physical Education 11 and 12 No one would deny the value of "continuing the standard for fitness and activity in the graduation program." However, adding PE 11 and 12 to the grad program poses enormous challenges to students and to schools. For students, it requires either having to fit two courses into their Grade 11 and 12 years, which they may not have otherwise chosen, or arrange for some kind of "equivalency" program. This could be a huge sacrifice of choice and flexibility in those years. The "equivalency" option opens up complex questions of standards, and of professional instruction and evaluation. For schools, the challenge will be where to find the gym space and where to find the additional PE staffing. This requirement could require a 25% increase of PE space and staff in a traditional 8 to 12 school. One of the focus areas for the "portfolios" is physical fitness. If the portfolio goals are effective, then why do we need the expensive duplication of required PE 11 and 12? For more details on the graduation proposals, visit the Ministry of Education’s web site at www.bced.gov.bc.ca/grad_req_rev/. You will find a response form and addresses at that web site. Bill Forst is a counsellor at Elphinstone Secondary School, Gibsons, and president of the B.C. School Counsellors’ Association. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/news/educationupdate/,Education Update: A Message from Peter Fassbender | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate NewsEducation Update: A Message from Peter Fassbender September 2, 2014 Education Update: A Message from Peter Fassbender Minister Peter Fassbender reads to children (Credit: Facebook) I’m writing you this evening because I know we’re all unhappy about the teachers’ union’s strike — all of us, students, parents, and teachers. I have grandchildren caught in the middle of this dispute. I understand the challenges this will cause families. This is not where any of us want to be. From the very start of these negotiations, my goal has been to negotiate an affordable agreement – one that is fair for teachers and taxpayers. My only motivation is to make sure we get to a settlement so that schools can open, teachers can teach, and students can learn. This week I called the head of the BCTF, Jim Iker, and the lead negotiator for school districts, Peter Cameron, to my office. I mapped out a path to settlement: set aside the grievances associated with the ongoing court case. That’s before the court so let the courts decide. Focus instead on the issues we can agree on like wages, benefits and putting more educators into classrooms for students. Unfortunately, the BCTF has stubbornly refused every move we’ve made at the table. Most disappointing, they also refused to allow teachers a chance to vote on going back to work while an agreement is mediated. We believe teachers deserve an affordable raise – just like 150,000 other public servants who have reached agreements without going on strike. But the BCTF continues to demand nearly twice as much as everyone else. They even want a $5,000 signing bonus – something no other public servant has received. With finite resources, higher wages and expensive benefits for BCTF members means fewer resources for students – plain and simple. This weekend provides further proof that the BCTF has no intention of reaching an agreement. Instead, they want to pressure government into legislating them back to work. They would prefer to keep kids on this broken treadmill we’ve been on for 30 years. Instead of negotiating a fair deal and selling it to their members, the BCTF keeps demanding more money and benefits not offered to other public sector workers. This is unfair to members of other unions, and more importantly, it means fewer resources available to hire more educators for students. We have to stand firm — on behalf of the long-term public interest, and on behalf of all British Columbians. We need a negotiated deal that works for both sides. That’s why our offer includes an affordable wage increase and at least $375 million over five years to address complex classroom needs. We want to focus what funds we have on adding more educators to classrooms to help students learn. It would be irresponsible to legislate teachers back to work; we would be shelving the same problem for a few short years. The cycle of strike and legislated contract has to end. British Columbians have asked us to balance the budget and keep taxes affordable. That’s a promise we must keep. We will not make cuts to other services people depend on to pay for raises for the BCTF. We remain committed to negotiating a deal, including reasonable moves on our offer. We will continue to be ready to negotiate should the BCTF decide they’re ready to bargain. In the interim, we will do everything we can to support parents through this labour disruption. Every parent of a public school student under 13 will be eligible for 40 dollars a day per child for the duration of this strike. If you need it, here’s where you can find more information: http://bcparentinfo.ca/ As hard as it is, we have to stand firm until the union is ready to move off their unaffordable demands. Let’s get our students back in school. Let’s get a fair and negotiated settlement at the table without disrupting BC schools and families. Sincerely, Peter Fassbender Minister of Education MLA, Surrey-Fleetwood Join the Party bcliberals last tweet "RT @BCLions: 15 minutes! Got a question for Wally? Send it in using #AskaLion. @CFL #ROAR" @bcliberals - 09:47pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "The only kind of orange we support around here ;) #BeautifulBritishColumbia " facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 1st Like BC Liberal Party Christy Clark Follow Featured Articles Sep 19BCTF Members Ratify Agreement Sep 17Education Update: A Message from Premier Christy Clark Sep 4Frequently Asked Questions Upcoming Events Oct 2BC Women's Network Event - North Shore Oct 3Tri-Cities Fundraiser Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=21695,BCTF News Releases  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources   For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development News Release Archives 2014  2013  2012    2011 2010  2009  2008 2007  2006  Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2010 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  October 27, 2010 Premier earns a failing grade on education announcements Premier Gordon Campbell has clearly not been listening to the thousands of teachers and parents across BC who, for years, have been calling for the resources and support necessary to meet the diverse needs of students at all levels. BC Teachers’ Federation President Susan Lambert said teachers will be disappointed with the lack of substance in Campbell’s speech to British Columbians Wednesday evening. “The premier’s address lacked depth and demonstrates he doesn’t really understand how children learn,” Lambert said. “Teachers and parents know that children learn at their own pace, and we need to support them according to their own learning needs and skill levels.” His announcement of “voluntary early childhood learning assessment” for children entering full-day Kindergarten is meaningless without additional funding to meet those children’s needs once they are identified, Lambert said. “Kindergarten teachers already assess all of the children coming into their classes, but we no longer have the specialist teachers in schools to work with them. More testing doesn’t help children learn.” She pointed out that this is the premier who has cut almost 700 special education teachers, and 250 English as a Second Language and Aboriginal education teachers. “We need to restore that level of service that has been robbed from the public education system over the past ten years of this government,” she said. Campbell also stated that about 20% of children in Grade 4 are not reading, writing, or doing math at grade level. “This approach is typical of this government’s drive to standardize education and not recognize the uniqueness of each learner. The statement demonstrates that the premier doesn’t understand how children learn and it does a disservice to the many children who are struggling  and those whose pace is far beyond grade level.” Lambert also noted that 20% of children in BC are growing up in poverty, the highest rate in Canada for the last seven years.  “There is a direct correlation between poverty and school success. Hungry kids can’t learn. This government needs to look at a comprehensive poverty reduction plan and assistance for low-income families.” Lambert said teachers were hoping to hear of some relief for the teachers struggling to provide high quality education within a context of large class sizes and high caseloads of learning support teachers.  “This government has done much damage to public education in BC, and this speech won’t help reverse that,” she said, pointing to 191 schools closed, 3,000 fewer teachers, and significant loss of services to students with special needs. -  30  - For more information, contact Nancy Knickerbocker, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell). Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9410,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 19, Number 2, October 2006 10 new BCTF lesson aids Please note: No Lesson Aids catalogue will be printed and mailed to schools this fall. For the most current listing of BCTF Lesson Aids, please check the online Lesson Aids catalogue at bctf.ca/TeachingResources.aspx?id=6414. 1 LA 8034 I’m Spelling Now! Langley Schools, 65 p. ©2000. This 18 cm x 22 cm workbook for Grades 1 and 2 is a full-colour, spelling book to support early literacy. The book provides pages for students to record their own words as they learn to read and write. Students can learn to spell the most commonly used English words, record their own words as a handy reference for their own writing, practice identifying the differences between the short and long vowel sounds, practice printing and upper and lower case letters, and practice alphabetizing—a lifetime research skill. The book includes pages adjacent the letter pages on which students can write their new words. $4.95. 2 LA 8009 Basic Phonics Skills, Level C, Grades 1–2, Evan-Moor Educational Publishers, 290 p. ©2004. This book features 238 reproducible skill sheets and 20 reproducible Little Phonics Readers featuring stories that utilize the phonetic elements presented in that book. The book is organized into sections by phonetic or structural element, with each skill presented in the same consistent format. Worksheets for each skill progress in difficulty so that teachers may choose practice that meets individual student needs. Note that the book is published in the USA and may contain some US-based standards. $29.95 3 LA 8010 Basic Phonics Skills, Level D. Grades 2–3, Evan-Moor Educational Publishers, 290 p. ©2004. This book features 242 reproducible skill sheets and 20 reproducible Little Phonics Readers. The book is organized into sections by phonetic or structural element, with each skill presented in the same consistent format. Note that the book is published in the USA and may contain some US-based standards. $29.95 4 LA 9557 Optics: A Teacher’s Guide to Light and Optics, Let’s Talk Science, 40 p. ©2001. This resource book will engage participants in a hands-on approach to the teaching of optics. Topics covered are the transmittance and absorption of light, how objects are seen, the laws of reflection, how light is refracted and the characteristics of mirrors and concave and convex lenses. Includes teacher suggestions, background information, hands-on student activities and a glossary. Grade 4. $22.95 5 LA 9558 Good Vibrations: A Teacher’s Guide to Exploring Sound, Let’s Talk Science, 56 p. ©2002. This coil-bound resource book explores what causes sound, what factors affect the quality of a sound and can sound cause harm. Includes teacher suggestions, background information, hands-on students activities, blackline masters, and a glossary. Grade 4. $19.95 6 LA 1005 Direction for Creative Writing Teachers. A Hermeneutic Phenomenological Perspective, Dan Lukiv, 274 p. ©2006. This resource is a collection of internationally published articles by the author. It is a comprehensive guide for teachers who are interested in teaching creative writing, and includes extensive direction about what sorts of activities and events may encourage some students to become adult creative writers. Chapters about tact and the nature of encouragement highlight the teacher’s responsibility to create a classroom environment that promotes individuality and creative expression. The work, five years in the making, utilizes three of the author’s research projects in which he interviewed established Canadian writers about experiences in school that had encouraged them to become adult creative writers. Grades 8–12. $18.95 7 LA 9908 The Practice of Teaching: A Handbook for TOCs and New Teachers, BCTF, 62 p. Rev. 2006. This handbook book is designed to help teachers on call and new teachers understand the services and resources of the B.C. Teachers’ Federation, enhance classroom-management skills, and improve job-search skills. Practical tips and information on beginning your career as a teacher on call and as a classroom teacher, classroom management and teaching strategies, resources available, and job search strategies are among the many articles included in this resource booklet. $8 8 LA F9005 Quand lire rime avec plaisir : pistes pour exploiter la littérature jeunesse en classe, ÉlaireTurgeon, 228 p. ©2005. Un recueil d’une cinquantaine de fiches d’exploitation pédagogique conçues pour accompagner les romans jeunesse publiés chez Québec Amérique. Feuilles reproductibles. 1re–7e. $42.95 9 LA9015 Histoire de lire : la littérature jeunesse dans l’enseignement quotidien, Danièle Courchesne, 200 p. ©1999. Un recueil d’activités accompagnées de propos théoriques visant la lecture : montrer aux jeunes à explorer une page couverture ou table des matières, les inviter à se renseigner au sujet de l’auteur et de l’illustrateur, les mener à découvrir la personnalité des personnages et leur quête, de donner le goût de lire. Ces activités peuvent durer une quinzaine de minutes ou s’étaler sur plusieurs jours et s’intègrent facilement à l’enseignement du français, des mathématiques et des arts plastiques. Recommandations de livres incluses. Élémentaire. $43.95 10 LA 9772 Moving and Grooving: A User Friendly Dance Program for Schools and Community Groups, Nick and Mary Anne Turner, ©2004, 166 p. and eight music CDs. This resource promotes the culture of square and round dancing, and the social, mental and physical health benefits of these dance forms. The package includes eight audio CDs of dance music and a resource binder. The resource book includes CD content lists and two dance sections on moving and grooving. Each section can be used as a stand alone program or the sections can be combined. All dances are non-sex-oriented and partners are designated by numbers for left hand/right hand dancers. The dances in both sections can be used in schools from Grade 3–12. The moving section includes collections of traditional dances and solo dances, notes for teachers, partner dances, trio dances, mescolanzas, contra dances, traditional squares and an index for moving. The grooving section is entirely modern square dancing and includes caller biographies, 10 teaching units, index for grooving section and abbreviations explained. Grades 3–12. $89.95 More curriculum resources and information are available at www.bcalmer.ca. To order any of the above lesson aids, enclose a cheque payable to the BCTF or authorized purchase order to BCTF Lesson Aids Service 100-550 West 6th Ave., Vancouver, BC V5Z 4P2 or telephone 604-871-2180 or toll free 1-800-663-9163, Local 2180, with a Visa or Mastercard. GST and postage/handling are included in the prices. Orders are sent by return mail. Lesson Aids office and display room hours: 9:00-5:00 Mon. to Fri. from Sept. to June; 9:00-5:00 Tues. to Fri. during July and Aug.; 9:00–12:00 on Sat. during Sept., Oct., Jan., and Feb. bctf.ca/TeachingResources.aspx?id=6414. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/SocialJustice.aspx?id=15762&printPage=true,BCTF > Social Justice > Homophobia & Heterosexism > School District #52 (Prince Rupert) Policy  	BCTF Social Justice  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Social Justice > Issues > LGBTQ Prince Rupert SD# 52 Policy 8.19 SEXUAL ORIENTATION The Board of School Trustees believes that all public schools in this district shall be safe for everyone. We recognize and value the diversity found within its school communities and believe that each individual, whether male or female, contributes to the strength of the district’s culture. The Board also recognizes that students and other school community members with alternate sexual preferences [sic] face a unique set of challenges within our schools and communities. In accordance with this regulation, and all relevant laws of more senior governing bodies, School District 52 (Prince Rupert): Prohibits any form of discrimination, intimidation or harassment against any person based on gender or sexual orientation. Encourages members of the school community to welcome, include and support all others regardless of their gender or sexual orientation. Instructs that all schools in the district put in place procedures and practices that support this regulation. The School District will provide an environment for all members of the school community to work and learn, free from fear, discrimination, and harassment, while also promoting proactive strategies and guidelines to ensure that sexual minority students, employees and families are welcomed and included in all aspects of education and school life, and are treated with respect and dignity. The purpose of this regulation is to define appropriate behaviours and actions in order to prevent discrimination and harassment through greater awareness of and responsiveness to their harmful effects. This regulation is also to ensure that all complaints are taken seriously and dealt with expeditiously and effectively. The regulation will also raise awareness and improve understanding of the lives of people who identify themselves on the basis of sexual orientation or gender identity. By valuing diversity and respecting differences, students and staff act in accordance with [BC Education] Ministry established principles related to diversity. In this regulation, all references to “sexual minority” persons will include lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, transsexual, two-spirit, and questioning persons; persons who are labeled as such, whether they are or not; and persons with immediate family members who are of a sexual minority. It is the responsibility of all administrators, teachers and support staff to work together to build school communities which are positive and welcoming and will: foster respect, inclusion, fairness and equity; set, communicate and establish clear expectations for acceptable conduct; provide students, through various techniques, information that will lead to greater understanding, acceptance and support for sexual minority students. Social responsibility, including information, issues and attitudes related to the sexual minority population, is not assigned to a particular grade or subject area; instead, it is a responsibility shared among all staff. Within each school, staff will take concrete actions to ensure that the school is more welcoming and safe for sexual minority students. Therefore, School Code of Conduct must include language that prohibits fear promoting, harassing or discriminatory language and behaviour toward students, employees or others based on their real or perceived sexual orientation or gender identification. ADOPTED: May 8, 2007)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12704,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 1999 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 12, Number 2, October 1999 Maintain the momentum in class-size reduction by Garry Litke This fall, new class-size limits were implemented in primary classrooms across B.C., creating for children in the public school system what may be some of the best learning conditions in North America. It is time to start focussing our energy on reducing class size in the intermediate and secondary grades. This goal is supported by the parents of this province and by research. Just as home improvement in one room points out the need for improvement in the rest of the house, the primary improvement contrasts with intermediate and secondary lacking improvements for more than a decade. In some locals, where class-size limits are 30 and there is a “fudge” factor of two or three, an intermediate class may have as many as 33 students, while down the hall in primary, a class will have 10 fewer students. We know that parents support smaller class sizes. Any parent who has ever entertained more than six children at a birthday party will testify to the difficulty of dealing with larger groups of children. We also know that a classroom is much more complex than an annual party. A reduction in class size is also supported by a survey of research, which continues to prove that smaller class sizes benefit students. The well-known STAR (Student/Teacher Achievement Ratio) Project in Tennessee in the 1980s offered convincing evidence of the positive effects of reduced class size. It concluded that students in a small-size class receive more individual attention, which influences academic achievement. In 1996, Wisconsin researchers began asking some questions about individualization. How does individualization come about? What alterations are made for individual students? With funding from the Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction, the SAGE Project (Student Achievement Guarantee in Education) began a five-year program, that created a student/ teacher ratio of 15:1 in 80 schools. Initial observations were reported in the September 1999 issue of Educational Leadership (Zahorik). Researchers found three main effects of individualization: Fewer discipline problems and more instruction. Misbehaviour, more noticeable in a smaller group, can be treated before it becomes a major problem. Reducing or even eliminating the discipline problem leads to more for instruction. More knowledge of students. With fewer students to know, teachers have a greater understanding of each student’s learning. More teacher enthusiasm for teaching. When classes are small, teachers experience less stress from disciplining, marking student work, and being frustrated by not being able to meet students’ individual needs. As stress is reduced, educators become more enthusiastic about implementing beneficial pedagogy. Researchers also looked at the nature of individualization. They found that teachers in small classes did not alter the curriculum to address students’ individual difficulties, but rather altered the methods of instruction. In a small group, problems with learning were more easily identified and addressed. As a result, each student gained a greater understanding of the content, and achievement improved. Such individualization is the underpinning of the Instructional Resource Packages (IRPs) that have been endorsed by the Ministry of Education in B.C. Curriculum content remains constant while teachers are encouraged to employ a wide range of instructional strategies and resources to meet individual needs. But teachers need lower class sizes in order to fulfill this objective and utilize IRPs as intended. The necessary change, funded by government, has taken place in the primary system. The momentum established there must be maintained and extended into the intermediate and secondary system. Involving parents and initiating discussion around relevant research are steps to take toward attaining that important goal. Garry Litke is an assistant director in the BCTF’s Bargaining Division. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=10124,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 5, April 2003 I am glad I attended the AGM because... I’m glad I attended, because now I’ve seen the work of the BCTF from the inside. In the past, I have observed and often supported our union in its directions, but I have at times questioned decisions made on my behalf. I’ve taught for 20 years and this is my first experience at an AGM. I would recommend it to all teachers so that they can see the decision-making process in action. It was encouraging to see the mandate from 60% of the delegates to strengthen all areas of professional development. I see this as a giant, positive step toward redefining public perception so that our union is seen as representing professionals who are informed and up-to-date—proof that the education of B.C.’s children is foremost in our minds. – Catharine Gilmour, Delta   As a new teacher and union representative, I was a reluctant delegate to this year’s AGM. At the best of times, I struggle to understand the many details behind the very important issues we have been facing. I believed my intelligence and common sense would be obliterated by confusion and anxiety. My fears were unfounded. Delegates were friendly, supportive, and informative. The information came at me slowly through the debate on recommendations and resolutions, clarifying many issues for me. As a new teacher, I had many social opportunities to get to know other teachers around the province and to understand what teaching has become for them. Finally, rather than exhausted by the debate, speeches, and socializing, I felt energized, supported, and much more confident in my role as a teacher, as a union representative, and as a delegate. I want to be part of the process as teachers and union members find approaches and strategies to strengthen our positions as public educators. I also want to increase my knowledge regarding provincial issues that have arisen because of the dramatic funding cuts. In addition, the vote to join the B.C. Federation of Labour was a highlight for me. Listening to Jim Sinclair, president of the B.C. Federation of Labour, speak about the support that comes from all of our brothers and sisters throughout the province was inspiring for me and the other delegates at the AGM. He spoke about similar concerns that professionals in other occupations have experienced and the importance to stand together. We also heard from Catherine Evans, a Vancouver parent who participated in the creation of the video, "Growing the Future," which focusses on the effects the educational cuts have had on parents and their children. She assured us that they would continue to support public education by reaching out to all people in the province. Those speakers reinforced that we teachers are not alone in this struggle, but do have public support. That was heartening for me, as I often have felt isolated because of the negative reports on the radio, TV, and in the local papers. I am glad I attended the AGM, if only for the increased awareness of the actual public support we have in our present struggle. The Surrey Teachers’ Association was an immense help in preparing me for this AGM. After 14 hours of reviewing recommendations, resolutions, and BCTF policies and procedures, I felt more prepared to participate in the process. – Sheila Renyard, Surrey   This AGM re-affirmed my faith in teachers as the most credible voice in the debate on public education. We talked about ensuring student safety in our classrooms, advocating, and developing strategies for improving working and learning conditions, and obtaining sufficient funding and resources to meet the needs of students while simultaneously re-affirming our belief that our schools and students should not be for sale or used for commercial purposes. I left feeling energized and enthusiastic about the work teachers are doing to promote and protect public education. – Sarbrinder Lalli, Surrey   As a new teacher, I felt it important to understand the process through which our union works. The AGM has provided insight to province-wide issues and concerns dealt with by the BCTF. Also, I have learned about the varied needs of teachers in B.C. – Katherine Sinnott-May, Campbell River   Attending this AGM opened my eyes to the policy process of our union. Knowing first hand the respect the delegates have toward the grassroots concerns of teachers confirms my assumption that the BCTF is one of the finest democratic bodies in the world. I truly enjoyed the open expression of ideas, similar or different, that were always conducted in a civil fashion. This AGM provided inspiration for both new and experienced teachers. The mixture of generations, in informal and formal settings, shows the overwhelming commitment of teachers to their union. – Graham Gomme, Shuswap Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewTeachers.aspx?id=31852,BCTF > Parent involvement in schools  	New teachers  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers Aboriginal Education  Bargaining & Collective Agreements  Français  Health & Safety  New Teachers  Opportunities for Members  Pensions Professional Development  Professional Rights & Responsibility  Provincial Specialist Associations  Salary & Benefits  Teachers Teaching On Call  Teaching Resources  For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > New Teachers > New Teachers' Handbook > Table of Contents   Parent involvement in schools  The context  BCTF members agree, and research overwhelmingly concludes, that when parents/guardians participate in their child’s education, children tend to be more successful learners. That is why teachers endorse policies that promote a positive relationship between the home and the school. Parents/guardians have always been involved with schools and teachers by coming to PAC meetings, sitting on school committees, or dropping in before and after school. Most have, at one time or another over the years, accompanied a class on a field trip, made cookies for bake sales, talked to a class about their career, or promoted “dry grad” parties. The 1989 School Act gave new powers to parents. Parents in each school could establish Parent Advisory Councils (PACs) to “advise the board and the principal and staff of the school... respecting any matter relating to the school....” This provides an opportunity in which parents and teachers can speak frankly, confidently, and respectfully about their concerns and opinions. In the spring of 2002, legislation was introduced creating School Planning Councils in every school. Teachers do not involve themselves with the School Planning Councils. At its 2006 AGM, BCTF delegates voted to withdraw teacher participation from School Planning Councils effective September 2006. Teachers cited concern for the government’s accountability agenda which relies on randomly focused standardized testing as the main vehicle for determining the effectiveness of our schools. BCTF policy on parent involvement in schools  Detailed policy information is in the Members’ Guide to the BCTF (ask your staff rep for a copy), or online: bctf.ca/membersguide. Key points to remember: The BCTF believes in working co-operatively with the Ministry of Education and the BC School Trustees Association, the BC Confederation of Parent Advisory Councils, community agencies, and other groups interested in education. The goals and directions of the school system should be determined by interaction of students, parents, and teachers at the local level through a process that would involve examination of present and future needs of our young people. Teacher locals are encouraged to establish regular communications with their District Parent Advisory Councils. Each school staff should consult with the students of the school, the parents of the students, and other members of the community, with a view to formulating school policy regarding the effective and orderly operation of the school. The BCTF supports the concept of parent and student involvement in educational decision making. All the educational partners continue to support and encourage meaningful student, parent, and community involvement in schools.   About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20170418,bctf.ca,http://bctf.ca/history/collections/songdetail.aspx?id=44377,BCTF Online Museum > Songs   Welcome Rooms Collections Resources Search Menu Collections  >  History in Song Lament for Education Christina Schut 2002 Teachers were feeling extremely demoralized after the 2002 contract stripping that removed guarantees on class size, support for special needs students and so much more. Many realized that the Campbell BC Liberal government did not appreciate our work, effort and sacrifices, so they privately launched their own personal “work to rule” campaigns. Many “extras” that teachers had been doing for years were quietly dropped. We had given up a salary increase in order to achieve contractual learning conditions guarantees for students. After the strips we had lower pay, and no clauses. The feelings of robbery, violation and betrayal were very strong.  Parents got upset at the loss of evening concerts, coaching, special trips and other expected extras that teachers had done in their own time. We told the parents that we had lost the fight for improvements for their children, and we were passing the torch to them, since the government would not listen to teachers. The song mentions “power” and how it is wielded in Education in BC. The government said teachers had too much “power” over the learning and working conditions of the schools, and that the principals, Boards and government had too little.  A collective agreement does give you some power and control over your own working life. It is a powerful protector if the language is good and the contract implementation is strong and vigilant. Melody: The Fox Went Out on a Chilly Night (English Folk Song) © 201617 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=14228,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 20, Number 2, October 2007 Working conditions of BC teachers in distributed learning Investigating current issues, concerns and practices Online learning, officially called Distributed Learning (DL) in BC K–12 schools, has been growing at a rapid rate. In addition, frequent changes in Ministry of Education policies on DL and relentless changes in the technology are having an impact on the working conditions of teachers working in these programs. To find out about the working conditions and identify important issues for the BCTF, the Research Department conducted a survey of teachers in distributed learning programs in the 2007–08 school year. The survey reveals the complexity of teacher workload, a rapidly changing and competitive work environment, and the impact of policy and legislation changes, in particular as related to education funding. The study also hints at the impact of the shifting landscape on students, changing work patterns for teachers, and the increasing need for active, supportive involvement of the Federation in the area of distributed learning. Understanding class size and composition in a distributed-learning context was one of the initial research questions. The study showed that talking about class size and composition separately from overall workload did not make sense. Rather, class size and composition were best understood in the context of the course-delivery method, the ranges of grades taught, number of students, and variety of courses. Continuous intake means that often each student is in this sense a separate class, making class size a poor indicator of workload. Workload is also linked with teachers’ ability to modify and develop online curricula, which in turn is related to the timeliness and adequacy of training and professional development. Being able to take the time and having the skills necessary to do course modification and development work were issues raised in the study. Not surprisingly, rapidly changing delivery platforms and software tools were also workload issues. While many teachers (60%) undertake course modification and course development work, comparatively few are compensated for this work (modification: 20%, development: 42%). Although only a few DL teachers (17%) indicated that issues related to copyright ownership had arisen, interviews indicated there are no clear and consistent guidelines for managing copyright ownership. Teachers working in distributed learning recognize the role DL can play for students whose needs are not met in a face-to-face classroom setting, but respondents expressed the concern that the typical students who enrol in DL are those at the upper and lower ends of a bell curve and that DL was increasingly being used as a dumping ground for high-needs students. Repeatedly it was stated that DL is not for all students, but fills an important need in the overall public education system. It was when talking about the role of DL in public education that the perception of tensions between teachers working in DL and their non-DL colleagues were raised. It was thought that more awareness of the work of DL teachers and more explicit support from the Federation was warranted. This study is a step toward understanding the issues faced by teachers working in distributed learning. To read the full Research Report, please follow this link: bctf.ca/uploadedFiles/Publications/Research_reports/2007ei01.pdf – Colleen Hawkey and Larry Kuehn, BCTF Research Department Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2011/08/for-senior-bureaucrats-but-not-penny.html,Staffroom Confidential: $$$ for senior bureaucrats, but not a penny for public education Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Wednesday, August 31, 2011 $$$ for senior bureaucrats, but not a penny for public education The news today about the salaries, bonuses and severance packages for senior BC government bureaucrats was a slap in the face for British Colombians faced with higher taxes, higher ferry fares, higher Hydro bills and lower wages. While the government has steadfastly insisted that public sector workers who are not in management must take a zero salary increase for two years, apparently this did not apply to senior levels in government. David Hahn, CEO of BC Ferries, earned over $1 million this year with a sizable bonus. While BC residents spent more than ever on ferry fares, he suffered no "austerity". The CEO of Powerex earned over $1 million, including a $540,000 bonus. As reported in today's Times Colonist by Les Layne: "Regular readers will recognize Kevin Mahoney from rants in this space back in 2008. He was the CEO of B.C. Rail who continued to make $500,000 a year even after the railway was reduced to just a spur line and the number of employees cut to about 30. The corporation didn't meet any of its targets in selling its industrial real estate portfolio, but Mahoney still managed to collect six-figure bonuses. He made his last appearance on the earners list this year, clocking in at $500,000, but only because of a $392,000 severance payout that came after the top-heavy remnants of B.C. Rail were finally wound down in 2010." (Read more: http://www.timescolonist.com/business/Leyne+Where+find+government+earners/5332626/story.html#ixzz1Wd3vrFWI) The same day, Minister of Education George Abbott tells the media: "There is nothing in our world that will take us away from a net zero mandate". What Abbott isn't saying is that the mandate only really applies to *some* public sector workers - notably those who do NOT earn six figure salaries to start with. The "net zero" has nothing to do with our economy or fiscal situation. It has everything to do with priorities. This government wants ordinary working people to pay more and more and more. Our version of BC Liberal austerity came in the form of the $6 training wage, increases to fees for public services like the ferries, no wage increases for public sector workers, and of course the HST. But those on the high end, in the top 5% of income earners in this province, have been showered with bonuses. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 10:49 AM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 1 comment: AnonymousSeptember 4, 2011 at 9:14 PM Love your comments. Well said.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ▼  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ▼  August (6) $$$ for senior bureaucrats, but not a penny for pu... Highest funding ever? Then why the "net zero" mand... Arbitrator rules on local bargaining allowed for B... New school year, another 12,000 overcrowded classe... Teacher bargaining resumes at provincial table 4 lessons from the long (hot?) summer ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7222,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 3, November/December 2005 Overwhelming support Support from teachers’ organizations across Canada Winston Carter, CTF president I am writing to you today on behalf of CTF, its 17 Members and the 210,000 teachers we represent in all of Canada’s provinces and territories to let you know that you are not alone in your fight for open and free collective bargaining. Such a heavy-handed tactic as using the legislature to impose a contract flies directly in the face of everything that we believe as a Canadian Teachers’ Federation. We will not stand idly by and allow such a heavy-handed and punitive measure be borne by one of our member organizations. We are all in this fight together and will remain one in solidarity. All eyes in Canada are now focused on the plight of your teachers. Today we are sending a message that is loud and clear, that we will not tolerate what is happening in your province! This is wrong for students, it is wrong for education and it is wrong for teachers! We are also serving notice to any other government that is even considering such an action, that the Canadian Teachers’ Federation and its Member organizations will do whatever is necessary to ensure that democratic rights and principles will be respected in all future rounds of negotiations. The draconian measures being used by the government of British Columbia to unilaterally impose a contract are nothing short of dictatorial. We believe that this desperate measure is the sign of a desperate government. This measure lacks imagination, compassion and honesty in resolving your labour issues. It is a bullying tactic by a government intent on imposing its way on the teachers and students of your province. Our member organizations, 210,000 strong, throughout the provinces/territories stand ready and waiting to defend and serve the teachers of British Columbia! Frank Bruseker, ATA president On behalf of the Alberta Teachers’ Association, I wish to assure you and your colleagues of our support as the BC teachers deals with the provincial government and the current bargaining issues. If we can provide additional support, do not hesitate to contact us. Emily Noble, ETFO president Please know that 70,000 elementary teachers and education workers of the Elementary Teachers’ Federation of Ontario stand with your members. Even through the dark days of the Conservative Government here in Ontario, we never faced the kind of hostile and punitive measures your government is taking against teachers. Brian Ardern, MTS president On behalf of the 14,000 members of The Manitoba Teachers’ Society I extend our support to the teachers of BC as you face this critical situation. I would be honoured to walk the picket line with you. Indu Varma, NBTFpresident This letter of support is from all the teachers in New Brunswick to all the teachers in British Columbia. Perseverance in your endeavours will eventually bring you success. Kevin Foley, NLTA president On behalf of the teachers of Newfoundland and Labrador I offer our unqualified support in your struggle. Your fight is our fight and the fight of all groups who join together to bargain to improve quality of lives. The teachers of our country are accomplishing more now than at any time in our history and, at the same time, being treated with more disdain than at any time in our history. We do not need to apologize for asking for what is rightfully due to us and the students in our care. Mary-Lou Donnelly, NSTU president Please convey to your members the support of 10,000 of their colleagues in Nova Scotia in your ongoing struggle to achieve a fair collective agreement. What affects your membership often looms on the horizon as a potential threat to our own members here on the East Coast. Do not hesitate to ask for any support and assistance we may be able to offer. Amanda Mallon, NWTTA president It is ironic that I sit down to write you on World Teachers’ Day, a day that should be celebrated by teachers, their public and governments everywhere. The Northwest Territories Teachers’ Association supports BCTF in its fight. Donna Marie Kennedy, OECTA president The members of the Ontario English Catholic Teachers’ Association (OECTA) share your anger and disappointment at the treatment you’ve received. Yours is indeed a political protest, as the concerns of BCTF members transcend collective bargaining interests and speak directly to the welfare of the province’s students and the health of the public school system. We will do everything in our power to support you in this struggle. Marilies Rettig, OTF president Your fight for a fair, just and equitable collective agreement is an important one for each of your members, and indeed for all teachers right across this country. I express to your membership our support and solidarity of the 144,000 teachers of Ontario. We stand shoulder to shoulder with you in your struggle. Rhonda Kimberley, OSSTF president We congratulate you on your principled stand against a government determined to strip away decent working conditions for teachers and educational workers and erode positive learning opportunities for BC students. We understand that your fight goes beyond collective bargaining and the obtainment of fair working conditions for your members. We also know that when colleagues in one province take a stand it helps all of us across the country. On behalf of the more than 58,000 members of the Ontario Secondary School Teachers’ Federation, I wish our colleagues in British Columbia every success in their struggle to achieve a fair and reasonable outcome through free collective bargaining with the BC government. We will strive to offer you all the support that you may need. Seana Evans-Renaud, PEITF president We recognize that your teachers are at the forefront of the battle against those who promote consumerism, globalization, and privatization and that, in many ways, you are fighting for the teachers in this province, even at such a distance. You have the unqualified support of the teachers from Prince Edward Island, and that we will continue to support your struggle through the policies and practices of CTF and as an individual member organization. Heather Vermeersch, STF president On behalf of the teachers of Saskatchewan, I am pleased to extend our support as you move forward on a difficult road. Our members know that their colleagues in BC will remain steadfast and resolute in their pursuit of goals that are fair, reasonable and serve both the profession and their students. Your organization and your members can count on the respect and support of the teachers of Saskatchewan. Sandra Henderson, YTA president The members of the Yukon Teachers’ Association, though our numbers and resources are limited stand with our BC colleagues. We are reminded that in 2001 the BCTF stood by us. We engaged in our first ever job action and the BCTF financial and moral support was immediate and without reservation.   International support from teacher unions The following international groups either sent messages of support to the BCTF, letters to the BC government, and/or Canadian embassies abroad. National Education Association Washington Education Association New South Wales Teachers’ Federation South African Democratic Teachers’ Union The Namibia National Teachers’ Union National Confederation of Education Workers of Brazil Education Workers’ Union of Costa Rica Panamanian Educators’ Reformist Front Tri-national Coalition for the Defense of Public Education, Mexico Union of Guatemalan Educational Workers Easling Teachers’ Association, London, UK Peruvian Education Workers’ Union National Union of Education Workers, Mexico Union of the Autonomous Metropolitan University Workers National Union of Educators, Ecuador The CTF produced and ran supportive radio ads throughout BC and established a Teacher Hardship Fund of over one million dollars. The OSSTF and OTF produced and placed supportive full-page ads in The Vancouver Sun, The Province, and The Victoria Times-Colonist. Scottish Parliament Carolyn Leckie, a member of the Scottish Parliament introduced a motion in support of BC’s teachers.   BC faculties of education speak out The Faculties of Education at the University of British Columbia, Simon Fraser University, University of Victoria, and the University of Northern British Columbia all endorsed motions of support for the BC public school teachers’ recent actions. The following message from the UVic faculty summarized their sentiments. "Educators at all levels know the importance of having sufficient resources to do the job properly. They also know that successful learning requires class sizes that allow for meaningful pedagogical contact between teacher and student. "Restricting the rights of British Columbia’s teachers to negotiate these conditions, along with the freezing of their Federation’s assets and its freedom to communicate with its membership, is of grave concern to many in this province." Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2013_04_01_archive.html,Staffroom Confidential: April 2013 Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Wednesday, April 24, 2013 Education and the provincial election If you live in BC, you know the writ has been dropped, and the parties are finally releasing their platforms, including my favourite topic - education. I was happy to see a recent report on CBC's Vote Compass in which education is cited as the second most important topic to BC voters who have taken the Vote Compass survey. It came second only to healthcare, and also in the top section was 'social programs'. I believe the discussion about inequality in our society is inextricably linked to the social programs we provide through collective taxation. These ensure minimum levels of services to all citizens and in the case of healthcare, ensure that quality care is not determined by one's income. Sadly, in education, this is not the case - money can still buy you a better, private school experience. Only one party has included the issue of private schooling in their platform - the Greens. Their platform reads: Phasing private independent and alternative schools and programs into the public school system, without affecting the autonomy and objectives of these schools, should increase the diversity of the school system. I'm not clear what is meant by "without affecting the autonomy and objectives". One aspect of public schooling is public oversight into the content of public schools. A publicly funded free for all might well equate to a voucher system or the charter system prevalent in the US. This would be publicly funded, privately managed schooling and is a terrible idea. On the other hand, if this statement means doing what Finland did (http://www.theatlantic.com/national/archive/2011/12/what-americans-keep-ignoring-about-finlands-school-success/250564/), by eliminating private schools through incorporation into the public system, then it is the right direction. Sadly, the NDP has stated they will not even touch the issue of public funding of private schools, meaning they will continue to support 50% funding for private institutions teaching the BC curriculum. This drains valuable dollars from the public system and provides an unnecessary and unfair public subsidy to those wealthy enough to afford private school tuition. On the issue of funding, only the NDP appears to have made any concrete commitments to increased funding in K-12. They have stated they will add $100 million to the education budget. Unfortunately, this number is far, far short of what is required. Just to reverse the illegal removal of class size and class composition limits enacted by the Liberals through Bill 28 would require $300 million. But on top of that we need the province to make up all the funding shortfalls passed on to school boards over the last decade: MSP premium costs, pension costs, carbon offset payments to the Pacific Carbon Trust (http://thetyee.ca/Blogs/TheHook/2013/04/23/School-districts-facing-nearly-63m-in-new-costs/). And after two years of zero wage increases for every employee in the public schools system, it is time to recognize and value the work and provide at a minimum wage increases that reflect the increase to the cost of living. Adding these factors, a reasonable estimate just to return us to the school system we had in 2001 would mean more like $500 million. Interestingly, the $100 million figure put out by the NDP is well below what they were committing to some years back. In 2005, they were stating that they would increase public school funding by $178 million (http://gvta.net/images/Newsletter/may2005paperb&w1.pdf). Since then, we've seen Board after Board of Trustees write about the funding shortfalls and the impact this has had on delivery of programs and services to students. Why only half that amount now, eight years later? The Liberals have made only a single commitment that I am aware of - a tax credit for teachers who coach. Teachers have long argued that there should be tax deductions for the large amounts money that teachers put into their classrooms to purchase materials. But to single out just one extra curricular activity for a tax break would be unfair. Sadly, no party appears to be taking the chronic under-funding issues seriously. We can see what this leads to by looking at some new data from the Toronto schools, where increases in home tutoring are skyrocketing, particularly among the affluent (http://globalnews.ca/news/492413/private-tutoring-rising-sharply-in-toronto-map-shows-strong-link-to-income/). When the public system cannot afford to provide a quality education to every student, those who can afford it, subsidize the system. This leads to increasing private education services and to increased inequity between the children attending schools. If any party was genuinely interested in addressing inequality in society - perhaps the single most important political issue today - they would rethink their commitment to public education. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 8:59 AM No comments: Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest Friday, April 12, 2013 #C21Can and the "skills" debate This is a very good response from Tobey Steeves to a post on the C21 website by John Kershaw, the President of C21 Canada - a corporate financed education reform lobby group. The original blog post that Tobey is critiquing is here: http://www.c21canada.org/2013/03/26/canadas-skills-gap-and-the-federal-budget/ Dear @C21Can, saw your post on 21CL + "skills gap" in Canada. Having researched teachers' work and 21CL policy in BC for my MA thesis (https://circle.ubc.ca/handle/2429/43675), I am somewhat disheartened to see similar themes popping up in this post. Specifically, in my study of 21CL policy I found an agenda that hollowed out the role of the teacher, and re-constructed teachers' work as an instrumental relay for "workplace skills". I took great care to demonstrate how these re-constructions of teachers' work contribute to a democratic deficit in education policy, and are likely to exacerbate teacher stress and burnout, increase in-school conflicts, and encourage coercive relationships among policy actors (i.e., students, parents, teachers, admin). On this basis, I must encourage a critical eye be applied to any and all pronouncements from C21 Canada, and this post strikes me as a meaningful example of why it's vital for anyone with an interest in public education in Canada to stand in opposition to this Canadianized version of the '21st-century learning' policy agenda. First and foremost, it's important to foreground the fact that C21 Canada represents /elite/ interests, not the interests of educators across Canada. By that I mean to emphasize that C21 Canada - like it's sister groups elsewhere - is backed by tech corporations and edupreneurs. For instance, C21 Canada's board members include executives from IBM, SMART Technologies, Microsoft and Dell. This enthusiasm for 21CL among tech corporations is significant. "All freebies from the computer industry should be regarded as you would a free sample from your friendly neighborhood crack dealer." As well, C21 Canada's partners - who likely pay a hefty sum for the 'privilege' of being such - includes Pearson, the largest edu-corp in the world. Let there be no ambiguity: C21 Canada has a corporate agenda. But, in case there was any lingering doubt, this post by Mr. Kershaw should lay the matter to rest. By drawing on a few of the claims and assertions in Mr. Kershaw's post, I will now endeavour to highlight the distance between C21 Canada's agenda and a democratic vision of public schooling in Canada. /"C21 Canada applauds the federal budget’s focus on skills development. Our organization has consistently stated that highly skilled people are the economic and social drivers of the knowledge and digital age and more and more Canadians are recognizing this to be the new reality."/ First, the attention to "skills" is an immediate red flag. As I have noted in a previous comment on this site (http://www.c21canada.org/2013/01/23/changing-perspectives/#comment-284), the emphasis on "skills" masks a reduction and impoverishment of education. To re-iterate, Pring (2004) understands this economic skills agenda as relying on “the bewitchment of the intelligence by a misuse of language.” Pring critiques the vocationalistic skills strategy by suggesting that a skilled philosopher is not necessarily a good philosopher. A skilled philosopher, for instance, may be quite adept at the mechanics of philosophical argumentation without actually having “anything philosophically interesting to say.” This critique holds for lawyers, authors, musicians, and other professions. Therefore, Pring suggests that “to focus on skills traps us into a limited language which transforms and impoverishes the educational enterprise.” In other words, there may be noble hopes animating the push for skills and embedded in policies, but they may actually “impoverish the educational enterprise.” So I am immediately sensitive to the fact that C21 Canada's emphasis on "skills" may be relying on a "bewitchment of the intelligence" and contributing to an "impoverishment of the educational enterprise." Notwithstanding, an emphasis on "skills" - "impoverished" though it may be - is just one problematic feature of the very first paragraph in Mr. Kershaw's post. /"C21 Canada will not debate the wisdom of the solutions to the current skills gap proposed in the budget; we just welcome the priority on education and human capital."/ Among the many analytically potent details in this assertion is the construction of people as "human capital". This is a very particular discursive production of what it means to be an agent with agency. Specifically, it's an invocation of 'homo economicus' - a neoliberalized vision of the social. This discursive marker illustrates that C21 Canada has adopted an economistic view of agents, and connects C21 Canada's agenda with a broader frame of research into the catastrophic impacts of neoliberal policies throughout the world. In short, this single discursive marker demonstrates that C21 Canada has an agenda that is guided by commodification and profit, and is 100% contrary with a social justice agenda. /"However, we offer a word of caution. While the federal government’s focus on skills is welcomed, any trend going forward to limiting the national debate on closing the skills gap to the post secondary sector is a mistake."/ Again, there is a discursive allegiance with 'management talk' and neoliberalism - this time via the invocation of a "higher education sector". Mr. Kershaw constructs an imaginary monolithic composite of post secondary institutions as though they were a some homogeneous pie ready and waiting to be understood, sliced up, and exploited. But, more importantly, what I'd like to highlight is the absurdity of this narrative of a "skills gap". It's so vacuous as to be offensive, and I think Mr. Kershaw's legitimation of the narrative powerfully illustrates the pro-corporate and anti-democratic agenda of C21 Canada. First, it is helpful to consider what % of Canadians are unemployed? According to Stats Canada - which, interestingly enough, is getting ravaged by neoliberal policies - Canada's employment rate sits at around 62% (http://www.statcan.gc.ca/tables-tableaux/sum-som/l01/cst01/lfss01a-eng.htm). Would corporate Canada like to see 100% participation? Why or why not? What would a higher employment rate do to wages? Corporate profits? What relationship can be drawn between corporate profits and hiring practices? As profits rise - which they currently are - do corporations have a tendency to raise wages? What I mean to illustrate here is that there are political and structural incentives for Corporate Canada to have an interest in maintaining profits - not jobs or the interests of workers. There are people with PhDs unemployed and/or driving taxis. There are folks with two MAs working as janitors. There are folks with professional credentials who work at fast food restaurants. There are more unemployed recent college graduates than at any time since the Great Depression. There is no skills gap. There is a capitalistic agenda to keep profits high. And that doesn't necessarily include the interests of workers or the public. More importantly, this corporate agenda is inconsistent with a democratic vision of schooling and teachers' work - which would emphasize the needs of the commons and the public, not the desires of the wealthy elite. /"At long last Canada’s economic leaders are recognizing Canada’s K-12 systems as an essential element of Canada’s economic competitiveness."/ Another prime example of neoliberalism as normal and ideal: Idolizing “economic leaders” and normalizing states as competitors. This naturalization of economic values and competition is one of the key indices of both neoliberal and managerialist ideologies. It induces dis-trust among agents by encouraging them to negotiate the social as a game of accumulation, and creates the myth that there's some grande 'competition' to be won - or lost. Beyond this point, I think it worth adding that folks with a clue do not emphasize competition as a guiding feature of social action. This is particularly true with regard to public education, where an inevitable outcome of competition is that kids lose. In so doing, the democratic purpose of teachers' work becomes subjugated beneath competition and an imposed set of de-humanizing corporatist values. /"What needs to be done? As first steps, Provinces and Territories must infuse 21st century competencies into their targeted learning outcomes and invest in technology enabled learning systems."/ Oddly enough, Mr. Kershaw, I find strong warrant for offering an alternative injunction: What needs to be done? As first steps, defenders of public education and the commons must organize to resist the corporate drive for reforming schooling Canada. Beyond this very substantive divergence, the above assertion is remarkable for its invocations of "invest[ment] in technology" and "learning systems". In the first place, the emphasis on technology is suggestive of 'techno-positivism': "The technopositivist ideology is defined as a ‘compulsive enthusiasm’ about e-learning ... that is being created, propagated and channelled repeatedly by the people who are set to gain without giving the educators the time and opportunity to explore the dangers and rewards of e-learning on teaching and learning." - http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/j.1467-8535.2008.00910.x/abstract We should also remember that "[A]fter 2 years of total and unlimited access to technology by carefully selected students whose parents had chosen the program and whose teachers enjoyed unlimited amounts of technical and instructional support, small class sizes, and half of each day to devote to preparation, the best that Apple could say about the achievement scores of ... students was that they had not declined." - Robertson (http://mathed.byu.edu/kleatham/Classes/Winter2008/MthEd608/RobertsonTowardATheoryOfNegativity.pdf) Second, the emphasis on "learning systems" is another example of what I analyze in my MA thesis as "learnification" - a reconceptualization of everything there is to know and say about education and teachers' work within discourses of 'learners' and 'learning'. As noted by Gert Biesta, discourses of learnification help instrumentalize and de-humanize relationships in schools, and contribute to a "democratic deficit in education policy". On this basis alone, I see warrant for educationists across Canada to mount opposition to C21 Canada's agenda. It is worth contrasting this emphasis on "invest[ment] in technology" and "learning systems" with investment in educational /resources/ (e.g., teachers, books, tech) and /specialists/ (e.g., librarians, counsellors, special ed). How many teachers have been laid off in Canada over the last 10 years? How many more or less learning specialists are there in Canada's schools, 2012 vs. 2000? What is the current level of job satisfaction among teachers in Canada? What % of new teachers in Canada are still teaching after 5 years? What % of teachers thought about a career change last year? How does that % contrast with teachers' attitudes in 2000? 1990? 1970? I suspect that if we asked tech corporations what they would like, they might say things like "invest[ment] in technology" and "learning systems". Nevertheless, I would contend that if we asked teachers what they would help them teach better and get better educational outcomes, they might say things like "We need more educational resourcing!" and "We need more access to specialists!" One path offers a vehicle for normalizing the values of corporations, the other holds the potential of democratization and social justice. They aren not commensurable values or agendas. Although there were many other analytically salient features within Mr. Kershaw's post, I think I have adequately foregrounded the corporate values lurking within C21 Canada's agenda and justified resistance to - not enthusiasm for - C21 Canada's "urgent call" to "modernize Canada's education systems." Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 3:29 PM No comments: Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest Monday, April 8, 2013 Wifi in schools Should schools be installing wifi to enable the use of wireless devices? My answer is no, but this is a hot topic with a lot to think about. Recently the BC Teachers Federation contemplated some motions at their annual general meeting on this subject. This follows motions passed by the BC parent group, BCCPAC, which calls for at least one wifi free school in every district. Another group of parents, in York Region District in Ontario, set up a picket to protest the installation of wifi. The discussion about wifi is about more than just health, although health is at the centre of the debate. Those opposed to the installation of wifi are concerned there are health risks and that our current knowledge of the health implications are incomplete but worrisome enough to act in a precautionary way. First, on the science and health. 1. There are peer reviewed research papers that support the claim of health risks of wifi radiation (even low levels), and there are peer reviewed research papers that dispute the claim. For a listing of papers concerning health and learning implications, see #wifistudy on twitter, for example. 2. The science, and the evaluation of the science, is not conducted in a neutral environment. There are many large corporate interests  promoting the safety of wifi. Some of the research is directly funded by these interests. I probably don't need to convince anyone that CISCO and Apple and SMART Technologies spend money to promote educational technology. But beyond the direct, there is a vast web of indirect influence. Thousands of individuals have a direct personal interest in the use and expansion of technology in schools, and this includes wireless technology. For example, the TIE lab, at the University of Victoria, has as its primary research focus the use of technology in learning environments. The people and students who work at that lab have a pre-determined starting point: that there is value in spending resources to investigate and expand the use of technology in learning. Here is their statement of purpose: The purpose of the TIE lab is to strengthen research excellence regarding the appropriate use of networked and computer‐mediated technologies for enhanced communication, learning, and motivation across educational, professional, and health sectors. The TIE lab provides state‐of‐the‐art Infrastructure for systematically researching optimal e‐learning conditions, tools, processes and products. TIE Lab infrastructure will be used for research purposes only. Research conducted through the TIE Lab will help to maintain Canada’s ranking as a leader in the field of innovation and technology. Evident is that prior to any research taking place, the goal is to "lead" in "innovation and technology". Absent is any questioning about the value of technology in the first place, or what the technology will displace. The BC government has also been instrumental in promoting a vision of education reform based on technology integration and expansion. This vision was first articulated in the Premier's Technology Council paper. It is used to justify the promotion of "edtech" throughout the public education system in BC. This happens in direct and indirect ways. For example, there are several publicly funded institutions who promote edtech. One is BCCAMPUS, which develops technology "solutions" for post-secondary institutions in BC. Here is there statement of purpose: BCcampus is a publicly funded organization that uses information technology to connect the expertise, programs, and resources of all B.C. post-secondary institutions under a collaborative service delivery framework. We provide valued services to institutions, ensuring B.C. learners, educators, and administrators get the best, most effective technologies and services for their learning and teaching needs.  We provide an ICT infrastructure for student data exchange, shared services, online learning and distance education, communities of practice and online resources for educators. Needless to say, they also don't seem to do much to question the value of technology enhancement and integration. It is a given that it is good. In the K-12 world, we have ERAC. Schools and Districts can choose to join ERAC and access their group software purchasing agreements. But they do more than this: ERAC also provides leadership in the areas of new technology and new media and their potential roles in education. We provide educators with research-based trends and also encourage sharing of knowledge and experience within the membership. So public dollars go to ERAC via school Districts to support these edtech initiatives. I am just scratching the surface, but what is clear is that there is a substantial and growing public/private infrastructure that promotes educational technology. And promotes it on the basis that the starting point for consideration is that expansion of technology in schools is valuable. People in these positions cannot evaluate the science in a neutral manner. They have an interest. If they are employed in one of these institutions, or have made a career in the world of edtech, they have a personal interest. 3. There is an "attack" atmosphere towards those who conduct research into the risks of wifi and those who are active to make those risks known to the public. Consider, for example, the experiences of one scientist who described the climate for research in this talk at Harvard: http://www.law.harvard.edu/news/2011/11/18_safra-center-cellphone-radiation-corruption.html#.T9YSzQGDl3c In his lecture, “Protection Against Radiation is in Conflict with Science,” Adlkofer discussed the difficulties he and other scientists face when presenting research on the carcinogenic effects of electromagnetic fields emanating from cell phones. He also discussed the institutional corruption which he says obstructs their research. Even at the low level of twitter feeds, there is a tendency to paint those concerned with the health effects of wifi as unscientific and irrational. 4. There is fairly wide variation in the response of public health officials. In particular, European health agencies have taken a much stricter approach to setting standards and exposure levels. The Toronto Board of Health produced the following comparison chart: 5. Given the factors already listed, we can look back on history and consider how these similar responses impeded a timely reaction against other technologies that had harm to human health, such as asbestos, cigarettes, and lead. There is a pattern of public debate that obfuscates the promotion of public health as the first and most legitimate priority when there are profits to be made. This is just the health discussion. The next consideration, in my view, is to consider what is to be gained from the use of wifi in schools. Interestingly, this debate takes on many of the same hues. The corporate interests in pushing technology cloud the discussion. There is rarely any meaningful talk about what is lost when technology is introduced. And there is sometimes an almost frenzied attachment to a pro-technology viewpoint. No doubt those parents in York Region looked at the issue somewhat differently - probably just based on their lived experience. This year, my own daughter came home one day having completed a note taking assignment on an iPad. She had to share with others (although our District spent $340,000 on Apple products last year, there was not a full class set). She and the other students struggled with the awkward typing interface. No doubt the iPad sat in her lap, and no-one warned her of the potential for radiation exposure that even Apple indicated in the product manual for an iPad, that they should be held away from the body. If there is a health risk, is an experience like this worth it? I laughed earlier this year when someone responded to my tweet about the advantages of outdoor Kindergartens by suggesting that wireless devices were great because they enabled schooling to take place outdoors more easily - just grab your laptop and go. What a statement this is about how we view nature and outdoors - just another place to compute in? Don't get me wrong - there are many wonderful, advantageous aspects to using computers in education. But far too many people are in far too much of a hurry to adopt new technologies without any thoughtful reasons because the atmosphere of the discussion predisposed an outcome - that technological enhancement is inherently of value. The wifi debate is no different. It is obscured by bias, conflict of interest and corporate influence. Given this, I choose precaution. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 9:59 AM 4 comments: Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest Newer Posts Older Posts Home Subscribe to: Posts (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts All Comments Atom All Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ▼  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ▼  April (3) Education and the provincial election #C21Can and the "skills" debate Wifi in schools ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=23296,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 23, Number 7, May/June 2011     Is an $18,000 pension gold-plated? By Paul Moist  Try as they might, those attacking public sector unions can’t seem to figure out why exactly they are so bad for Canada. For whatever the reason—it doesn’t seem to matter much—many from Canada’s corporate classes insist public sector unions are a blight, and spend much time and energy mounting their hyperbolic attacks in these pages on an almost daily basis. The threadbare nature of these arguments is best exemplified in opposition to the labour movement’s efforts to expand the Canada Pension Plan as the best way to help Canadians save more for their retirements. By gradually increasing CPP contributions made by both employees and employers, we could greatly improve retirement security of all Canadians, and help the millions who cannot afford a private retirement savings plan. Of course, under this approach, Canada’s banks and finance industry will lose out on opportunities to charge their exorbitant investment management fees. So in their logic, if it doesn't result in profits for them it must be bad for Canadians, regardless of how many Canadians will be better off with expanded CPP benefits. Instead of offering solutions for low-income Canadians, it is much easier to falsely portray CPP contributions as a payroll tax. CPP contributions help fund a deferred salary for Canadian workers and supply no revenue to the federal government. Any genuine commentator would be obliged to admit it is not a tax. When it comes to debating pensions, however, disingenuous arguments are commonplace. Such as corporate Canada’s insistence on pointing to public sector pensions as prime examples of union-led extravagance. The typical public sector pension—for someone who has worked for 30 years—is $18,000 per year. It is beyond any reasonable and objective person on how this can be termed as excessive. Most Canadians sure don’t. An Environics poll conducted in August 2010 shows that 80% of Canadians thought public sector pensions were at an appropriate level or too low. No matter how often the mantra is repeated, few Canadians genuinely believe $18,000 per year is a “gold-plated” pension. The weak foundation of these pension arguments is little different than the falsities offered in favour of privatizing public services. The Canadian right’s new hero of privatization, Toronto Mayor Rob Ford, is similarly trying to cover an ideological position with the façade of protecting taxpayers. Ford’s promises to save untold millions by contracting out services, such as waste and recycling collection, are missing one key element: any conclusive proof it will save Toronto taxpayers one dollar. In fact, a detailed analysis of available data on costs of private waste collection in neighbouring municipalities shows Toronto stands to pay substantially more if waste collection is contracted out. This, however, is only a footnote in the real agenda of Ford and other attackers of public sector unions, which has nothing to do with saving taxpayers any money at all. It has everything to do with wrestling away the modest power of workers. The large majority of public sector workers are in healthcare, schools, social services, and local government. They are mostly women and are far from highly paid. The average annual pay of CUPE members is less than $40,000. To portray these workers as privileged stretches even the most inventive imaginations. No position, however, is too outlandish for those looking to cast public sector workers as a plague on the taxpayer. Instead of tackling the economic policies, which caused the global recession, they take up this diversionary strategy in attacking public sector workers in order to protect economic policies which are great for profits, but bad for working Canadians. While crying out against the so-called extravagances of public sector worker salaries, benefits, and pensions, they continue to promote extending even more irresponsible and reckless corporate tax cuts to Canada’s banks and the oil industry without any proof these cuts provide any of the new jobs or investments they’re supposed to generate. While claiming to be looking out for the best interests of taxpayers, those who attack public sector workers are also taking unjustified aim at our communities—large and small. Canadians are being asked to not only shoulder the deficits, but also to sacrifice the high quality public services we have developed over generations. It is undeniable that Canada is facing fiscal challenges after weathering the global economic meltdown. Stimulus spending that kept the economy afloat during a crisis created by speculation and fraud has left a public debt. Canadian governments have a responsibility to ensure all Canadians contribute their fair share to the ongoing recovery. Public sector workers are prepared to do their part, but the responsibility should not fall on their shoulders alone. High-quality public services are crucial to our economic recovery and help make Canada a great place to live. They are reliable, accountable, and are there for all people when they need them most. Public sector workers across the country are dedicated to these principles, and are focused on making our communities stronger for all Canadians. Paul Moist is national president of the Canadian Union of Public Employees.  Reprinted from the Financial Post, March 12, 2011. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/09/chicago-teachers-strike-over-class-size.html?showComment0751347765942847,Staffroom Confidential: Chicago teachers strike over class size, wages Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Monday, September 10, 2012 Chicago teachers strike over class size, wages It all sounds so familiar. Under the false guise of "austerity" and "student's first" the Chicago public school board wants to eliminate teacher pay increases, increase class sizes and lengthen the school day. After a summer of failed bargaining, Chicago teachers are today on strike for the first time since 1987. That also struck a familiar ring - the recent one day strike by BC government workers was also the first strike since 1987. I have a feeling of cautious optimism. Optimism because after a very long time, and after many years fighting school closures (also sound familiar?), privatization through charter schools, and deteriorating working conditions, Chicago teachers are saying enough is enough. Cautious because as in so many so-called democracies these days, I am worried that there will be government intervention used to try and end the strike. The changes that the Chicago Board wants to impose indeed mirror changes brought in by government's all over the planet. As Lois Weiner, a professor at New Jersey State University writes: Though the titles and acronyms of policies differ from one country to another, the basics of the assault are the same: undercut the publicly- supported, publicly-controlled system of education, teachers' professionalism, and teacher unions as organizations. The very nature of education is being contested: the Fourth World Congress of the international organization of teacher unions, Education International (EI), held in Brazil, explored the theme "Education: Public Service or Commodity?" (see http://newpolitics.mayfirst.org/node/40) The Chicago situation has all the tell tale signs: * attempt to demote the profession by reducing pay and increasing working hours * introduce a competitive (rather than collaborative) model for teachers using merit pay * reduce the level of service and the quality of learning by increasing class sizes To support Chicago teachers, you can find information on the Facebook page: http://www.facebook.com/ChicagoTeachersSolidarity Here is a good backgrounder on the issues in this strikc: http://labornotes.org/2012/09/behind-chicago-teachers-strike Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 10:56 AM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 1 comment: mywebsiteSeptember 15, 2012 at 8:25 PM nice post anuragago azamazama brahmb darsansite hohasite jaypalblog mokshablogs nikatblogsite sadaramsite sayeeblog classifiedads ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ▼  September (6) Numbers that count Chicago teachers push back "reform" agenda Public school teachers or corporate online learnin... On facts versus skills... Chicago teachers strike over class size, wages More educational change? Really? ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141006,globalnews.ca,http://globalnews.ca/news/130026/index/,Index  | Globalnews.ca Your Region: National BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg On TV: News Hour Sections National National sections Locals Local sections Watch Watch sections Search Canada Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released Sections Health Money Consumer Tech Entertainment Environment Science Lifestyle Sports Featured Canada World Politics Investigations Canada Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released Your Region National Change BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Health Money Consumer Tech Entertainment Environment Science Lifestyle Sports Jump to a Region National BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Man trying to reach Bermuda in inflatable bubble rescued by Coast Guard Schedule NowNews Hour 6:30pmGlobal National More Programs Global National The West Block 16x9 The Morning Show More Personalities Dawna Friesen Carolyn Jarvis Liza Fromer Tom Clark More News Major snowfall covers N. Manitoba Entertainment ‘Gone Girl’ wins weekend box office News Journalist with Ebola arrives at US hospital Canada Quebecor sells off Sun newspaper chain News Crowdfunded bus debuts in Toronto Entertainment Depardieu reveals past as escort, thief Canada MPs debate motion for airstrikes in Iraq Sports NBA extends television deals for 9 years Trending Maple Syrup Heist Hong Kong protests Iraq crisis Luka Magnotta Ebola outbreak enterovirus D68 Ukraine Retail Wars Global News June 18, 2011 11:39 am Index By  Global News A model wears a creation of Burberry men's Spring-Summer 2012 collection, part of the Milan Fashion Week, in Milan, Italy, Saturday, June 18, 2011. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno) What is this? Sponsored content is written by Global News' editorial staff without any editorial influence by the sponsor. If you'd like to learn more... What is this ? X What is this? Sponsored content is written by Global News' without any editorial influence by the sponsor. If you'd like to learn more... MILAN – There’s an inherent message in Burberry Prorsum’s menswear collection for next spring and summer. Slow down. Designer Christopher Bailey isn’t trying to hit anyone over the head with the thought. It’s more by example. CHICAGO – Medicare crises, looming doctor shortages, more patients without health insurance. And that doesn’t even count the big changes coming from a revamped health care system. Story continues below It’s a troubling time for doctors as they gather for the annual American Medical Association meeting. PHILADELPHIA – Martha Stewart’s media aspirations just got bigger: Meet Martha Stewart, comic-book heroine. The woman who created her own media empire – television, magazines and more – is getting a biographical treatment in her own comic book next month. ASCOT, England – Christina Osborne has a system for winning at Royal Ascot, the five-day horse racing event that is one of the highlights of England’s glittering if brief summer social season. The American in London doesn’t bother with the odds, the bookies or the data-packed Racing Post. She just picks the horses with the cutest names. TORONTO – Lots of rain in many parts of the country means that grass is growing like, well, a weed, and some Canadians may already be getting their fill of cutting it. But that doesn’t mean lawn mower operators should be lax when it comes to safety, which is still essential to help prevent injury. Lawn mower accidents can cause serious injuries to legs, arms, fingers, toes or other body parts. Between 1990 and 2006, a total of 1,161 patients visited Canadian hospitals for lawn mower-related injuries, according to Health & Safety Watch. VIDALIA, Ga. – They’ve started fistfights and court battles, been romanticized in country songs and counterfeited by bootleggers. Their trademark sweetness has made them a coveted ingredient in recipes from salads and relishes to cookies and muffins. If a museum dedicated to onions sounds rooted in folly, the history behind the famous Vidalia onion can likely hold its own with other veggie shrines such as the Idaho Potato Museum, the Red River Valley Sugarbeet Museum in Minnesota and the tiny Carrot Museum tucked in a Rhode Island bed-and-breakfast. OTTAWA – Health Minister Leona Aglukkaq is confirming that she intends to further restrict the way medical marijuana is grown. She wants to take individual growers and Health Canada out of the business of producing the drug, and instead grant licences only to commercial operations. OTTAWA – Health Canada is reviewing the status of the diabetes drug pioglitazone after studies suggested the medication may increase the risk of bladder cancer. Pioglitazone, sold in Canada under the brand name Actos as well as in generic forms, is used alone or in combination with other diabetes drugs to control blood sugar levels when diet and exercise have failed. Nothing says summer like ice cream and these walnut ice-cream bonbons are a perfect treat that is sure to make kids and adults alike smile. Lollipop sticks can be purchased at bulk stores. Next time you arrive home from work feeling famished, this Thai tuna and quinoa dish can be ready in a snap. Quinoa Thai Tuna Devilled eggs are a classic accompaniment to summer picnics and barbecue. But they generally are loaded with fat and calories from the egg yolks and mayonnaise. We set out to remake the filling to be flavourful, yet pack significantly less guilt. Egg yolks do have great nutritional value; the majority of an egg’s vitamins and minerals are actually found in the yolk. But along with those nutrients are plenty of fat and cholesterol. ATLANTA – The gap in cancer death rates between college graduates and those who only went to high school is widening, the American Cancer Society reported Friday. Among men, the least educated died of cancer at rates more than 2 1/2 times that of men with college degrees, the latest data show. In the early 1990s, they died at two times the rate of most-educated men. ATLANTA – A new study shows one in four high school studentsdrink soda every day -a sign fewer teens are downing the sugary drinks. The study also found teens drink water, milk and fruit juices most often – a pleasant surprise, because researchers weren’t certain that was the case. OTTAWA – The federal government is poised to tighten the rules on medical marijuana so that only licensed private operators are allowed to grow it, The Canadian Press has learned. Sources say Health Minister Leona Aglukkaq wants to take individuals and Health Canada out of the business of growing pot. Yes, indeedy, that guy in the Porsche or other jazzy, high-priced set of wheels is definitely an eye-catcher. But any woman seeking a long-term relationship should let this dude keep on driving, no matter how tempting his ride makes him seem. That’s because such flamboyant spending seems to be driven by the desire to have no-strings-attached romantic flings – not marriage or other committed partnerships, a series of four studies by U.S. researchers has concluded. WACCABUC, N.Y. – “Try it. Go ahead, stick your finger in!” The dollop of spicy hot-pepper paste is hard to turn down, coming as it does from the blender of Jean-Georges Vongerichten, one of the best-known chefs in the world, not to mention the owner of 31 restaurants and the man known for basically revolutionizing fine dining in New York. NEW YORK, N.Y. – The resort season is not a time for fashion to take a vacation. Resort collections, which hit stores during the all-important Christmas holiday shopping season, are a growing part of designer businesses as consumers move toward styles they can wear year-round. The idea that people fully switch their closets between seasons is outdated, agrees Ken Downing, senior vice-president and fashion director for retailer Neiman Marcus. Shoppers want clothes they can wear the day they buy them, he says, and resort wear typically meets that demand. OTTAWA – Stroke victims in Canada don’t get to hospitals quickly enough – and even when they do they can still wait hours for treatment, says a major study released Thursday. The report by the Canadian Stroke Network suggests neither victims nor hospital staffs treat strokes as serious medical emergencies. TORONTO – Almost 40 per cent of teens who answered a questionnaire about their sexual knowledge said the Internet is more useful than parents in providing this kind of information. And almost one-quarter of respondents rated the Internet higher than their high school sexual education classes. The goal was a simple chicken casserole that had the rich, satisfying flavour of a lasagna. Actually, that’s a lie. The goal was a chicken roulade – a dish in which chicken breasts are pounded flat, then slathered or layered with some sort of filling, then rolled into a log and roasted or braised. Report an error More Stories Lifestyle Kim Kardashian, Audrey Hepburn’s granddaughter hit Paris Fashion Week Armani dips reluctantly into Scottish independence debate in Milan Girl, 7, publishes her own comic book series PFW: Stars at Saint Laurent, Valli on Clooney wife coup Half of Alberta drivers continue to rip through construction zones: Study Comments Popular Now How does Ebola spread? 5 things you need to know 17958 Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released 9957 Accused Madeleine McCann Twitter troll found dead 9216 Ebola: 5 reasons why an outbreak is highly unlikely in Canada 5718 UPDATE: What’s the best, cheapest Canadian cellphone plan out there? 5633 Featured Content Canada Ebola: 5 reasons why an outbreak is highly unlikely in Canada What are the chances of an Ebola outbreak taking off in Canada? It isn’t likely, according to experts. And here are a number of reasons why. Continue reading → Environment Are we in the midst of a mass extinction? There have been 5 mass extinctions — the loss of 75 per cent or more of the world’s species — in Earth’s history. Scientists now believe that we are at the early stages of the sixth. Continue reading → Health Lab-grown penises may soon be ‘ready for testing’ on humans Researchers in North Carolina say penises grown in laboratories could “soon be ready for human testing,” offering hope for men who have had traumatic injuries or penile cancer. Continue reading → Canada Meet Rachel Parent — the teen fighting for GMO labelling in Canada Rachel Parent is a 15-year-old activist. Her goal: mandatory labelling in Canada of all genetically modified organisms, or GMOs that are found as ingredients in food. Continue reading → Canada Abandoned puppies on the mend Twenty hungry, cold and flea-infested puppies found in a Saskatchewan field are now being nursed back to health at Battleford’s Humane Society. Continue reading → Science Everything you need to know about Wednesday’s lunar eclipse On Oct. 8, Canada will be treated to its second lunar eclipse of the year. Find out what you can expect. Continue reading → Canada Can homegrown food win the climate change war? Wondering what’s the single most effective way to combat climate change? Plant a garden. Continue reading → Canada 16×9: An investigation into illegal lumber Timber thieves are stealing wood from the Russian Far East, processing it in China and then shipping it to North America, a 16×9 investigation has found. Continue reading → Highlights Hounds of Parliament: As commuting cyclist and budget watchdog, Frechette must make his presence known Frechette draws a line distinguishing his personality as a cyclist and as the parliamentary budget officer. But surely there’s a parallel between the assertive man he is on a bike and in the role of PBO? Continue reading → Email alerts Sign up for FREE daily Globalnews.ca newsletters and breaking news alerts Email Address National Daily News National Breaking News By clicking on the submit button, I have read, understood and agreed to our privacy policy Twitter Follow globalnews 5 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews USA Swimming suspends #MichaelPhelps for 6 months glbn.ca/ClLU9 pic.twitter.com/nqC3dQ3NhL 5 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews Hillary Clinton: military action against ISIS “critical” and “essential” globalnews.ca/news/1600343/w… #cdnpoli 17 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews Boy left in car during church choir practice dies glbn.ca/ClKBB Jump to a Region BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Connect Facebook Twitter Google+ RSS Contact Us Global News About Us Privacy Policy Principles & Practices Terms & Conditions Copyright Shaw Media Advertise Open Data © Shaw Media Inc., 2014. All rights reserved. Follow Follow “Global News” Get every new post delivered to your Inbox. Join 3,820 other followers Powered by WordPress.com Shaw Connect Expand News Entertainment Entertainment Home Celebs Movies TV Music Living Lifestyle Food Home & Living Sports Money Tech Travel Breaktime Autos Watch TV Online All Sites Global Global News Food Network HGTV History Television Showcase Slice DTOUR ET Canada National Geographic Movietime Lifetime H2 DIY Action NG Wild Mystery IFC BBC Deja Vu Twist)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2014/09/tentative-agreement-yes-or-no.html?showComment=1411063041139,Staffroom Confidential: Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, September 16, 2014 Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Despite what I know was a herculean effort on the part of our bargaining team, I very much hope that BC teachers will vote no to the tentative agreement. After five weeks of strike, and twelve years of legal battles, this is not the deal that will restore sanity to public education and it is not a fair deal for teachers and students. Just as teachers in Saskatchewan rejected a deal to ensure a better outcome, I hope BC teachers will consider a no vote to let our team know we have to go back to the bargaining table. Class size, composition The agreement provided a modified LIF fund starting at $75 million per year and increasing to $85 by the last year. It is for teachers only, which will mean a slight improvement in Districts where sizeable portions were spent on Education Assistants or senior District staff rather than teachers. However, in an average size District like Victoria (20,000 students, 1,000 teachers), this will translate into about 5-10 more teachers. That is one for every five schools. To put it in comparison, Justice Griffin's judgement estimated the lost funding due to lost class size language at about $330 million in current dollars. (Read more here about the proposed Education Fund.) I heard so many teachers speak up about the need to ensure that we do not return to over-crowded classes when the strike ends. This agreement does very little to alleviate what is the most pressing issue. Throwing away the court victory The agreement provides a "reopener" in the event we win on appeal our class size language. What this means is that the language returns, but is not implemented until new language is negotiated. Without the actual implementation of the returned language, there will be very little incentive for the government to bargain it back. We would essentially be back in the very same position we are in today, with government trying to bargain it out and us trying to bargain it back in. In my opinion, even if we were legislated back to work we would be in a superior position. If we won the appeal the government would then be forced to implement the language. We are thus throwing away our historic court victory and the bargaining pressure it potentially creates. The reopener is really only mildly less offensive than E80. In both cases, we have to bargain back what was illegally taken from our contract and the government will probably never have to restore it. In fact, the "reopener" creates the perfect opportunity for government to lock us out to try and force us to agree to something far inferior. Throwing away the remedy for the last twelve years The agreement provides $105 million to compensate for grievances over-sized classes for the last twelve years. Using Justice Griffin's estimates, our loss is roughly $300 million times 12 = over $3 billion. I cannot fathom how $105 million is a fair compromise. The BCTF's original proposal to put this money back into the system was a more fair and productive approach. This agreement means we can no longer go to the courts for a fair remedy. Wages The agreement is very close to government's original offer. While I would be willing to accept this if the class size language was returned, teachers should not be taking such a significant monetary loss without the commensurate gain in working conditions. We have lost roughly 12% of our annual salary. We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut. Minimal improvements There are very minimal improvements in preparation time for elementary teachers (10 minutes per week), and TTOC daily rate. The TTOC daily rate change may depend on your grid placement. It could actually be a wage loss for long term TTOCs who are above category 5 and step 7. There is also $11 million in health and dental benefits. At 40,000 members, this is $275 each. Hardly worth consideration in the context of the rest of the agreement. What next? There are a variety of options if we vote no. We can continue the strike. We can choose to return to work and continue bargaining. We do not, and should not, accept an agreement that doesn't meet our needs and doesn't meet the needs of students and public education. When Saskatchewan teachers rejected the first deal which had 5.5% wage increases over four years, the second deal had 7.3% increases over four years. They have said this still isn't good enough. For us, our main issue is classroom conditions. We need to say this isn't good enough. The way to do that is to vote no. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 7:48 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 124 comments: Troy MooreSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:17 PM The EC recommendation states the open clause will be argued from restored language. However, selling our grievances for nothing as the 105 million is strike savings, is plenty of reason to vote no. Further, no composition caps, but a fund controlled by Superintendents is enough reason to vote no. Thursday I will vote no.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:06 PM Re-opener also says "education fund" in place until new language bargained, so old language can disappear forever.Delete Reply Mme RousseauSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:33 PM Government starved us to death hoping we'd vote yes to whatever deal they'd offer. Planned it from the start.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:07 PM We can sill choose (collectively) to return to work if we reject this deal. Many options.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:09 PM Great analysis, Tara! I think that returning to work would be a bad idea. This will frustrate parents more if they need to find new ways to deal with taking care fo kids. USe the money given to you by the other unions. I am a teacher who had to quit for stress over the terrible condition of work (split FI grade 4/5, several low LD kids with little support, one severe with no support, 2 gifted (no support), and a principal who expected me to teach 2 separate social studies AND science programs)Delete Reply Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:56 PM Good points by all but the gov't succeeded in starving my family out and completly breaking us. I will be voting YES and live to fight another dayReplyDelete Replies schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:21 PM 'Fight another day'? In the last twelve years that we have been pushing back against this government, never has the tide tide been so much with teachers, class size/composition, and public education - and never has the government been pushed back onto the ropes (especially with the call for binding arbitration). What 'other day' is being proposed that we wait for? Now is the time. Vote 'no' and give the BCTF bargaining team a renewed mandate to get a decent deal for students and teachers.Delete Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:10 PM "Another day" means to wake up and realize that 2more weeks means my family of 5 could lose our home. It means I will do all I can to recall Cc, Factbender, and other mla's, and maybe even having "a guy I know" have a chat with them. In year 1 of their reign, I don't believe they even know what "the ropes" are. I will vote YES ...for my family, and I can live with thatDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:12 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply Karen FergusonSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:03 PM Just a question: When the Saskatchewan teachers voted no, had they already been on strike for 5 weeks?ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM No. They are working with no contract. They are not on strike.Delete Shannon DavisSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:23 AM I am a Saskatchewan teacher. We are not on strike; we are currently in the conciliation process after voting "no" to 2 previous offersDelete Reply "Mama Rose"September 16, 2014 at 9:27 PM Can we truly return to work without agreeing and continue bargaining? When I suggested returning to work a few weeks ago, the answer was "being on strike puts pressure on the gov't and without pressure they have no reason to settle." And can you explain more how legislating us back would be better than agreeing to this deal? And finally, why would the BCTF executive put forward a deal that was not a good one?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:30 PM Because they need confirmation of the resolve of the membership to get something better. That is what a no vote does.Delete Reply Troylana MSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:28 PM some great points to ponder, tara......thinking thinking....ReplyDelete schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:43 PM If we vote 'no' to the tentative deal we still have options: We'd not have a contract. But we could... a) strike with full picket lines b) partially strike with phase 1 (work-to-rule) in schools c) partially strike with periodic/rotating job action d) continue negotiating e) return to work and re-escalate strike f) some/all of the above ReplyDelete Replies Caroline MackenzieSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:21 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:14 PM a) will expedite matters (I say less that 3 days)Delete Reply danabjornsonSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:05 PM I am thinking that a legislated, crappier contract would only be in effect for 2 years max (before elections...). If we take this offer, then we will be agreeing to this pseudo-E80. Should we win the court case (which we likely will), we will have to settle on the terms of the THIS negotiated contract which doesn't actually restore learning conditions; it simply allows for those conditions to be negotiated. If we say n, then we default to the 2002 contract, which DOES restore the language. A "yes" vote is saying that we are good on "crumbs"; a "no" vote is saying we want an actual meal. That's my understanding, anyway. Please correct me where I am wrong, Tara. :)ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:44 PM And word is IF they legislate, they could opt to legislate back Grade 10-12 only causing the union to have to lay off all teachers and re-hire based on seniority. That will tear the union at the seams pitting teacher against teacher for those positions. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:17 PM There will be a general strike if that were to happen! They better not do this. They will regret it.Delete Reply imaginefunlearningSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:09 PM Some good points on the background of our fight over the past 12 years, which I have been actively engaged in; however we need to recognize the climate we are in. We are not in Sask. people! We have just come through a very long summer!! We need to thank our @bctf bargaining team & recognize the toll this has taken on all of us & our families. I don't have the luxury of more time on the strike line. This may be as good as it gets. Let's read the agreement and consider getting back to work and making some $ again! That's my 2 cents worth, which would come in really handy right now!!!ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:18 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply RobSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:11 PM Go back in work to rule mode. Work this winter to recall every Liberal MLA. ThAt is the only way to apply pressure to these criminals. ReplyDelete Replies Kate RestonSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:03 PM Recall! Not sure who won the battle but the war is still onDelete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:14 AM Well said Kate... I agree 100%Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:20 PM I think say NO and a better deal will be done in less than 3 days. These guys are not criminals, they are lower than that. I bet they get a sick pleasure in hurting the kids and the teachers.Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:31 PM An official recall is in the works: https://www.facebook.com/groups/316129595235450/?fref=ts Please consider joining.Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:26 AM Leah - do you honestly think anyone who voted BC Liberal did so thinking that they would act any differently on the education file?Delete Reply JJSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:16 PM I am glad to see other members who share my views. I am outraged at a 1.2 percent "raise" in salary per year that doesn't even meet inflation of currently 2%. I feel used and abused.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:23 PM Not to mention all of the other pittance! I am actually surprised that Iker asked teachers to vote on this! Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:18 PM Hi Tara Thanks for the summary! Will we be able to vote NO to the deal, but vote YES to returning to work? Will there be three options when we vote Thursday? Why did the BCTF agree to a substandard deal for us? If we vote no to a deal that was recommended to us, the teachers look like the bad guys and public approval will plummet. I am very disappointed and frustratedReplyDelete Replies KataSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:12 AM Public approval will not necessarily plummet. I have seen strikes where the membership has voted against the executive's "best results to date", and ended up with a better offer. This offer is an insult. The $300 million will not bring funding to the national average (I believe). More importantly, the wage offer is half of the average wage increase for public and private workers (StatsCan). Delete Reply MontySeptember 16, 2014 at 10:19 PM Thank you, Tara. My thoughts too, more clearly expressed. As well, Thursday is too soon to vote, too soon to vote, too soon to vote........ReplyDelete Richard ChalkeSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:21 PM Vote no and lose every shred of public support...just sayin!ReplyDelete Replies UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:31 AM I am a member of the public and would support a "no" vote. js!.Delete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:01 AM Richard Chalke, NO you won't! I am a mother with 3 adopted special needs children who need to be in a class that is designed for them and others like them (my kids are academically slightly delayed but their issues are more social and behavioural) where they can receive the education they deserve taught in a way they can comprehend. I will speak now for all the parents I know, and we will support the teacher's if they continue to fight for our children's best interest.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:28 PM It might not be pretty at first, but once we explain things (and I hope the Mandarin-speaking teachers flood the Richmond organization that voiced their concerns), they will back us. The 3 billions that the judge came to is the first I hear about. This should be stated to every newsmedia comment section in the province. Minimize pickets and flood those outlets with commenters, just like the Liberals do. Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:45 PM I am a member of the public and a single Mother of a child in the public school system. You will NOT lose one bit of my support if you vote no. I know that you are sacrificing so that my child can have a better education, and I am most grateful for it. Having said that, I also know that you are exhausted and broke. I have been dreading that you may have to settle for less than what you (we) deserve because the government succeeded in breaking you. I am not in your shoes, so cannot judge. If the vote is a yes, I understand and I am still behind you. Delete Reply Alison RocheSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:25 PM It is a crap deal. It's always a crap deal. Once you raise the stakes to striking, anything else is a cave in. The last time we walked out was the 3 day illegal strike where I threw away 1200$ and got EXACTLY the same contract I had the year before. The BCTF called it a win because they didn't rip up MORE of my contract. Ridiculous. There are a few of us that believe that working to contract, doing 100% of your teaching job and nothing more (like paying for supplies out of your own pocket or EC) is the only way teachers will survive this government. What if they get re-elected again? Then what? Teachers have lost thousands to these clowns to make "statements" about the state of public education in this province. We can't keep sacrificing ourselves and our families. And in the meantime, you talk to parents about why you have to take this crappy road. Because up until this strike they mostly didn't care about the state of education, but god forbid you didn't run a Sports Day. Then suddenly they wanted to know what the hell was going on. Keep the conversation going in schools. Attend your PAC meetings and stop enabling this govt to underfund and overwork the system. And still get paid!ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:20 AM I am very excited at the prospect of returning to my beloved job on Friday. However I will NOT continue to put my personal money into my classroom and I will be seriously reconsidering my involvement in extra curriculars. I think we shoot ourselves in the foot with all the unpaid work we so willingly volunteer to do. Delete Reply FCSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:38 PM I heard a rumour last week from a loose lipped government insider that after the 22nd, depending on the outcome of the negotiations the Liberals were going to announce a 3 step process. I was not clear if this was based on 3 steps to resolve the strike (perhaps the 3rd step is legislation??) or 3 steps to overhaul the education system, either way, they will settle it outright. I wish you all luck and all the information that you need to make a sound decision of what you feel is best.ReplyDelete Replies Lisa BurrowsSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:53 PM I have heard similar rumours. On the 23rd, the gov. was planning on introducing a $6000 per year voucher system for 3 choices: an academic or trades program, or something called EducationCanada. Not clear whether their intention was to privatize the public system, de-certify teachers and hire them back under new wage/benefits. Not clear where these rumours originated from. Maybe fear tactics to get teachers to vote yes. In any event, I plan on voting yes. I signed up to be a teacher, not a martyr. This strike has cost us a lot. We need to regain our livelihood and hopefully continue the conversation about class composition. We have at least awakened many people to the issue, and the court case is still an avenue that could eventually improve teaching and learning conditions.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:33 PM I urge all teachers to fight and say NO to this deal. Retired teacher who had to retire because horrendous work conditions. Make me proud. They will not last long if you say NO! I know this is tough, but there is money and I hear that Van City does offer loan at low to 0 %. Banks do allow you to miss a mortgage payment. Go talki to your banker.Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM Will school districts require teachers to make up missed days, as suggested in the media? Will the school calendar be changing to make up for the missed three weeks and if so will we be made aware of those changes PRIOR to the vote? ReplyDelete KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:41 PM "Wages..... We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut." And that is the cost of going on strike!!! There is nothing that can be done about that. You cannot go on strike and put up the raise you want every week to compensate for your time on strike - it doesn't work that way.ReplyDelete Replies Drew StevensonSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:59 AM I believe the missing "..." Suggests that they meant to refer to the losses against inflation since the last wage step increase. Thus this contract does not allow us to recover the buying power lost to inflation since the last non contract or "0%" year. Add those up and compare against the proposed increase and you see that by the end of the contract, we won't be able to afford the same value of goods (loaves of bread, watts of energy, litres of gas) that we could at the end of the last contracts term. It was not a comment about wages that were lost in the strike. Those are really small potatoes when compared to the grinding power of inflation over years and years. The next contract will use this latest for a bench mark so these losses to inflation will grind at all teachers for as long as they teach. A death of a thousand cuts to our ability to afford basic goods and services. Any raise less than inflation is a cut to the value placed on us and on our ability to pay our bills. Delete Reply Ed SSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:09 PM Having lost $20,000 (including summer school wages) as the single income for a family of five is far too much; I will be voting YES to the deal, unless the independently wealthy teachers out there who wish to continue the strike will pay my bills and mortgage for me.ReplyDelete Replies Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:14 PM I feel ya. Yes for meDelete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:18 AM Ed S. With all due respect (and I mean that), how did you lose $20,000 in the strike? Teachers were out 2 weeks (all out) before they were supposed to be in June, and now 3 weeks for the start of school? It is my understanding that teachers don't get paid through the summer months. Please correct me if I'm wrong, wherever I'm wrong. Shouldn't you have been financially alright for the summer months at least? Also all teachers knew this strike had a possibility of extending into the new school year but no one teacher budgeted for this possibility? I'm truly just trying to get a clear picture of where this all stems. NO disrespect intended.Delete BlairSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:12 AM Kelly, not Ed but if you look at the numbers there was the 10% lockout haircut in May/June plus the loss of most of June and the loss of much of September. In our 1 teacher (1 non) household we calculated a $9 K - $10 K loss so far. If you add summer school earnings you can easily make the loss in the $20 k zone. As for budgeting, we budget for the summer, but did not expect the 10% haircut, nor the loss of June/Sept days which completely messed our budgeting calculations. A very good friend (single teaching mother) was crushed by the loss of the June income and is without a penny today.Delete Mr. SmoothSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:35 PM The only one who didn't get a haircut was Jim Iker... and he needs one more than anyone else. What's with that over-coiffed 70"s mullet Jim? Does wonders for the BCTF brand image!Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:55 PM Jim's hair is not open for discussion in a respectful space like this. As for his salary, he is a teacher who does not get paid when we are on strike.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:04 PM Totally agree!Delete Reply Mr. GSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:24 PM If I thought they could do any better I would agree with voting NO, but you have to be realistic. The BCTF does not use professionals to bargain and always ends up with much less than they promise the membership when asking for a strike vote. While this is not a great deal for teachers, I really think you're fooling yourself if you think it'll get any better.ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:02 AM BCTF needs to be replaced with younger more adept representatives and advocates. Also, we should be hiring professional contract negotiators - you don't go into battle with cut throat corporate types with a wooden knife. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:37 PM This is BAD deal! Say NO to it and show those (expletives) that we will not take it anymore! Come on! Show them that teachers have a spine! They will respect us, oddly!Delete Reply retaSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:51 PM I agree with Richard. Those in the public that are uniformed would be furious, and there are many teachers who just can't afford to use their wages as their voice any longer - too much has already been donated to the government. In my opinion, the deal is pretty lame. I am sitting on the fence.ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:24 AM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:26 AM So true!!! I cannot afford to fight this battle for public education any longer. Why is this my personal and professional obligation??? However I think this deal is weak weak weak. I also think its the best we are going to get. Ideologically I'm on the fence but my wallet will vote YES.Delete Reply SirThinksToo MuchSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:54 PM My wife and I will be voting "Yes" on Thursday for it is the middle path. The easy path would have been for us to go back to school with E-80 & E-81 over our heads. The difficult path would be for us to vote "No" and put our mortgage at risk and having to continue asking retired parents for handouts to feed a family with three kids. The middle path is the wisest choice for us considering the current political climate in which those who do not teach are the quickest to judge it harshly.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:41 PM I understand that this is really tough for you! I almost died teaching a few month ago. I had to quit. Please consider holding on and say no. Remember the short loss in salary will be offset in the LONG-RUn by better salary increase. This is a joke! They will be laughing at you even more if we accept this. This is a very bad deal! However, I do respect your position!Delete Reply DaleSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:16 AM Why would classroom conditions be better on October 9th after being legislated back? We have been outplayed because of our stubborn refusal to outdated, tired old tactics. It is because of these actions that have led us to this terrible deal. Time to reset, regroup and stock up for the long haul. Can't do it if half the members commit hara kiri on themselves. We are a union of professionals not a cult. ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:49 AM Could not agree more.Delete schreck!September 17, 2014 at 9:44 AM Could you please advise which tactics you believe could have been used to secure a superior deal?Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:47 AM Full disclosure: I'm a BC Liberal supporter. The only people who would benefit from a NO vote are the BC Liberals. Teachers would be bargaining with no leverage whatsoever and would be viewed by a large segment of the population as unreasonable. The BC Liberals then get portray themselves as the only party capable of dealing with the BCTF. schreck! says that the BCTF has the government on the ropes, but he couldn't be farther from the truth. The government wants people to view the BCTF as their primary opponent. Disputes like this just shore up the BC Liberal base and protect its right flank. Any half-baked recall campaign will only reinforce that. It's true teachers aren't going to recoup the lost wages from the strike. I would suggest to you that that means this job action was probably not in teachers' interests, especially without any sort of appreciable strike fund. This is the best deal teachers were ever going to get with this government and people should have been able to recognize that in June. If you want my advice (which you probably don't), it would be to spend the next 5 years building up a strike fund, electing better leaders, and hiring a professional negotiating team. Don't bring a knife to a gunfight and expect things to go well. Focus on getting the best deal you can from whoever the government is rather than trying to change the government, the HST, Kinder Morgan or a thousand different issues that distract from education and erode the union's finances further. You'd be doing yourself a favour, and probably doing the NDP a favour at the same time. Also, if schreck! is David Schreck, you can thank his opposition to STV for the last two BC Liberal majorities. I know I do.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:11 PM One step would be to stop making political contributions to the NDP. This only contributes to the childish animosity and lack of trust that has constantly characterized negotiations. How else can the Socreds/Liberals view teachers except as enemies when they so publicly support their opponents. This stupid confrontational immature approach has to STOP!!!!! Education should not be a political fight when it is so obviously a valuable benefit to our society. It was an NDP government that legislated teachers back to work in 1993. Stop making education a political fight.Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:10 PM I don't think they have to go that far. CUPE and the Nurses still contribute to the NDP yet they don't have the same acrimonious relationship. CUPE and the Nurses just make their members their priority, and broader advocacy second.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:55 PM Ryan (possibly a Liberal paid commenter), with all due respect, I disagree with you. The cumulative increase in lieu of this will be better. Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can. I say to Iker, ask for 6% over 3 years because these people love to play the 15% over 15 year game to make it so big on the surface. Some people think that this is 15% every year. Believe me! I have seen it in comment sections. Others believe that the 15% is too high not understanding that they must divide things over the duration of the contract. It is time that we play it smarter. It is time to put the foot down and ask for money given to us by other unions, if it is needed. Banks can accept one late mortgage payment. It would be suicidal for them to not help. Imagine the possible damage if that ever leaks out. They could lose a lot in teacher money. I for one would pull my money out of a bank in support! Teachers are going to show this government that we have a spine! Enough is enough! Aren't you tired of being treated like kids? (Retired teacher who almost died in a car accident because of work conditions that were horrendous. I had to quit.)Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 AM Not paid by the BC Liberals. I pay them actually... :/ I imagine astroturfers of any affiliation wouldn't disclose their bias. "Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can." How did that work in May 2013? If the teachers reject a contract that their own union endorsed, it will make teachers seem unreasonable. Whether that perception is true or fair is irrelevant. It's what will happen, and teachers will be weaker as a result. Take my advice. Build up a strike fund and focus on the internal governance of the BCTF for the next 6 years. You'll be better off for it. Or not. I don't mind you or others making it easier for the party I support to get elected. I'd just rather not see kids and teachers hurt in the process.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:37 AM Ah! The "don't-hurt-kids" card, hey, when you have underfunded education for 12 years! WOW! That takes the cake! Are your trolling? Oh! You are serious? :) Would you be surprised if I don't follow your advice, considering your lack of logic? Would you be surprised if others don't follow your advice? It is ttue that bullies like you and your ilks love to show who is the boss, who is the teacher now! I suspect that is at the root of the problem! No one wants to fail in school! No one wants to get the strap! Sad that today's teachers don't like it too! But, who cares, we are ... teachers! We deserve it! BAH! BAH! BAH!Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:22 PM That's fine. I look forward to another 16 years of BC Liberal government.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:41 PM 16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate! Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan! Sociopaths do that!Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 9:35 AM "16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate!" 16 years of our opponents still don't understand why they lost. Like I said, that's fine with me. If I said the Liberals would be in power for at least another 13 years back in 2004 you probably would have laughed too. Heck, if I told you on May 13 last year that the BC Liberals would be reelected on May 14 you'd probably have laughed too. And you were wrong. Why is that? Answer that question if you want the NDP to win the next election. Without a correct answer to it, the NDP's cause is hopeless. "Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan!" You feel they are flawed, and that's fine. I don't go around calling people who disagree with me sociopaths, nor do I accuse them of being paid shills. But I also don't feel much need to address your ad hominems. There are logical arguments to support your position, but argumentum ad hominem is not one of them. It's a textbook logical fallacy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 1:15 PM Ah! Now I get it! It is all ego-based! You think because you voted the winning party that you are a winner and we are losers! You think because you predicted that the Liberals would win, you are winner. That does not make YOU a winner or the Liberals! It is called DEMOGRAPHICS, you expletives. The baby boomers are getting old and because they have more assets and won't make a whole lot more for too long, they need to vote a govn't who is going to do just that! It is not rocket science! WOW! You think you are so superior when your party stole an election with 47% of the popular vote. That's not a majority and your party should not have been elected. BTW, did you delete from your ethical memory the words Ethnic voting scandal? The field is slanted and you know it. However, you are so willing to minimize, forget the scams and bad fairplay tactics like a sociopath is allowed to minimize or ignore his or victims emotions that you don't see that you are the loser, we are the victim of your constant bullying. 1% wage increases after years of 0% increases and you can justify that when Yahoo reports that the average Canadian can hope to get 2.5% this and next year: https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html You Liberals behave like fascists, but we can't call you that because that's not allowed! Well! Guess what? It is and you are. Live with it! You keep on dreaming you are a genius! :) I am retired, getting soon a nice pension, and laughing at you from a beach somewhere! AHAHA! Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 2:14 PM What's with the name calling Peter? For someone claiming to be retired you really don't show the wisdom of age. For someone who talks about logic, you use logical fallacies like ad hominems a lot too. It's a fair point that the BC Liberals didn't get a majority of the vote (and I'm a very big supporter of electoral reform). The BC Liberals + Conservatives did though, and I don't think it's realistic to expect the BC Conservatives to have been more generous had they been part of government. Last time I checked I just voted. I didn't "victimize" anyone. Perhaps your rage is misplaced. If you think the election was "stolen" I'm afraid I have to question your grasp on reality though. "Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?" I'm glad you'll have a pleasant retirement Peter. I have no ill will towards you. I'm not sure why you think I do. I'm not saying people were *right* to vote BC Liberal. That's a matter of opinion. All I'm saying is people *did* vote BC Liberal. More voted BC Liberal than BC NDP for the last 5 elections in a row actually. You need to understand why that happened in order to change it for the next election. Clearly you're not interested in that though. Which is fair enough. Just remember next time you're upset about something the BC Liberals do that your lack of interest is part of why the BC Liberals get elected at all.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 3:23 PM I love your culture --or the lack of thereof! Guess what, stop thinking averybody is white and must follow your little rules. Namecalling? Sociopath? Whaaaat? And, what if you are? Still can't call you that? :) You fascist right-wingers are big on censorship! I just don't like you giving us lessons on how to get the NDP in. As stated, people are voting right of the NDP because it is a matter of demographics and a little ethnic vote buying on the side. The rest is mumbo jombo. Yes, of course, they will have to go on strike in the future and yes they will have to build a strike fund. The Liberals stole that from the BCTF too! And, you wonder why I don't have any respect for them? Yes, electoral reform is needed! We agree!Delete Reply JJ GeorgeSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:46 AM As a parent, I support the teachers and respect whether they choose to vote yes or no. However I noticed a discrepancy here from other information I've read regarding prep time for elementary teachers. Here it states minimal improvement to prep time - only 10 minutes per week being added. Elsewhere I read that it is 100 minutes per week for prep, increasing by an additional 10 minutes in the final year. That is a significant difference, and worth noting. Or have I completely misunderstood?ReplyDelete Replies Anne-MarieSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:59 AM Elementary teachers currently have 90 minutes of preparation time per week so an increase to 100 minutes per week is only gaining 10 minutes. In other provinces and some private schools they have as much as 45 minutes of prep time per day.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:56 PM Thank you for inquiring!Delete DW ZSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:57 PM You're right JJ George. There is a significant difference around the province regarding preparation times. In my district elementary teachers currently get 100 minutes of prep time. This new proposal is useless to me. I'll have to wait 6 years to gain an extra 10 minutes. Delete Reply UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:11 AM Almost nobody gets cost of living adjustments. Also inflation is NOT 2%. Do some research and look at the CPI for BC over the last 24 months. The average over the last 2 years is 0.7%, not 2%. The CPI changes every month so you cant just look at the highest month and declare that THE inflation rate. Check out the 12 month averages document for the actual numbers. http://www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/StatisticsBySubject/Economy/ConsumerPriceIndex.aspx All that being said I support the teachers. if you think this is a bad deal as a parent my dream would be for the teachers to vote no but continue bargaining because I do think the kids need to be in school and I do fear that the teachers will lose all support if the strike continues. All I ask as a parent is that you do your own research and try not to be swayed by all the opinions. ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:01 AM Inflation for August was 2.1% (http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/economy/cpi-report-expected-to-reveal-rise-in-canadas-core-inflation-rate/article20593943/). The CPI is a year-over-year calculation.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:43 AM Inflation should be looked at as a yearly average, not an individual month.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:34 PM The lawyers do not believe we have compromised our court deal. Our leadership would not have sold us out. We dodged a bullet. The Premier had something loaded even if we are not sure what it was. The idea that we could simply return to work is not guaranteed. I think a no vote could easily lead to the Liberals locking us out again because the Premier wants to crush us and she will use any excuse. She did not want to take the advice of her people and do this deal. I am certain a plan for drastic action (where we have to take the concessions they had planned) or worse - was in place. We can't guarantee the press will do any better job explaining the complexities should we say no. They rarely sided with us in markets outside of Vancouver where people are more political and they often misled or allowed others to mislead. They are not helping and would sensationalize. This would see dissolution of support very quickly - especially if we asked for wages. (Though admittedly it angers me that we can't ask for wages without being accused of being greedy when that is what most bargaining units do). But we have argued this is about kids and while this is not ideal - it is better to have teachers than not. The deal does suck in that it does not bring us to par - but this fight needs to be won with a strategy that is political and capacity will do that in another round. We have some support - but it is limited to the choir. We need to have the pews too. We need to build that capacity while working and continue to find allies because the fight is bigger than most people want to consider. This is about ideology and about privatization. Education always was political but never more so than now and we have to fight this party or the conservatives who would do the same or worse. No teacher who is responsible can ignore the politics any longer. That is simply the truth. If you work in the system you better get informed and you better be prepared to fight until retirement for the system. That said, I want to ask the same question others are asking: Why is this the job of 42,000 teachers and not the job of all citizens who want equality to fight for this right? It is time (while the conversation is still on-going and up to and including election night) for us to guide the public where we can but mainly play our part by not propping the system up. Make poverty known. Make noise about shortfalls, ask questions (in the media or in board offices ) about who is going to fix it instead of paying ourselves, volunteer some but wait for the pubic to step up so they see what schools lack. I hate the deal too. But I trust Vince Ready and Iker and I don't think we could have done better right now. I think we dodged a bullet because I have read everything this government has put out and followed the trail. They plan to privatize and they are just looking for the route. Voting YES for now does not mean we are giving up. It does not mean a win in the way we wanted but we have won a battle that will lead to us winning the war. If we don't rest up and stock up we might not get there.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:57 PM Well, if it is bigger than just this battle, then we will need ALL the unions to strike if they do indeed use drastic (draconian) measures. I say it is time for ALL of the unions to call a general strike. I guarantee that they will not like that one bit. What will they do then? Call the army? :) People in Europe, at the end of the 19th century stood up in mines. General strikes do occur in Europe and have. If you think you had it tough, think of them who stood tall for US in tougher times and conditions. Make sacrifices. Sell furniture. Tutor on the side. Ask for the BCTF money. Ask your banker to help. As friends and relatives. If we say NO, it won't last long. If they legislate us back, let's call a general province-wide strike of all unions. Delete Reply Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:47 AM Between CC's smug smile as she celebrates slaughtered teachers and Jim Iker's goofy grin - seemingly unaware that he has been a willing puppet, I am thoroughly disgusted. Over the next 5 years, teachers will be in an increasingly bad situation financially, classrooms will continue to be too large and complex with increasing medical, social and environmental issues impacting academic delivery. It could not be less obvious that things will continue to worsen. The Liberals have ensured that BC is rapidly becoming the Canadian Monaco for rich off shore interests and wealthy corporations. Soon the underpaid "workers" will have to be bussed in daily to Vancouver - Asian style. The only recourse is to move to just about any other province and bring in up to $100,000 more over the six years with much less cost of living. So we are bailing, encouraged by friends who have gotten positions in Manitoba and Alberta. My colleagues and I discovered through contacting several school boards across Canada that specialist (special needs and behavioural) and secondary science teachers are in particular demand. I want to work in a professional, respectful environment where the needs of all children are considered a priority and where I feel inspired to do my best. However, I want my vote to reflect the wishes of teachers who will be here over the next 6 (5) years, so very much appreciate your blog and opportunity to read the comments.ReplyDelete Bert SlaterSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:11 AM To vote YES will throw away 12 years of effort, and 2 victories in BC Supreme Court. To vote YES will be to snatch defeat from the jaws of victory. If you vote YES what bargaining power do you think you will have - the government will do nothing, and then what do you think you will do - take job action? PLEASE VOTE NO.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:59 PM Time to show you have a spine!Delete Reply RodSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:06 AM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Cool HandSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 AM Wouldn't a 'No' vote be a vote of no confidence in the BCTF itself?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:02 AM Not at all. It is just a message to the leadership we need to do better. The strength of the union is the members, and we support the leadership by giving them direction through democratic means.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:40 PM I disagree. How else can a recommendation by the EC to vote yes be interpreted? Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:00 PM I am sure people will interpret this both ways, but it is a vote. If it is supposed to be a "Yes", because it might be interpreted one way, then why bother having a vote?Delete Kate TSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:07 AM Yes , it would be. I don't think we could come out much better than this with this government. How will a No obtain that? Christy will be happy, she can declare the BCTF gone and roll out her plan to privatize. Delete Reply David DeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:06 AM A no vote would be a rejection of a the court victories defied by the government and an inadequate deal containing some vague promises that won't meet the needs of teachers or students on class size and other important issues.In Ontario elementary teachers get 200 minutes of prep time per 5 day cycle. I know there is financial hardship, but the union has received close to $2 million in donations from other unions; is there no way of accessing hardship funds? At minimum, vote no and return to work on work to rule with various strike options.ReplyDelete Erica JonesSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:25 AM This article actually makes me so mad. It is NOT better for the kids that they have missed almost all of june and all of september. This is what you signed up for in BC as a teacher. Get on board or GET OUT.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:20 PM Is this really what teachers signed up for? At my high school, each class has about 30 kids, with an average of 17 kids per classroom with an identified learning disability. Our district says that there should be no more than 4 kids per classroom.. How do you expect non-specialist teachers to help each student when over half of them require more resources because of a learning disability? Furthermore, are you generalizing the "better-ness" to all the kids in BC? Because I don't think that it would be better if kids went back considering the learning environment isn't up to par. There are barely any Education Assistants, and support teachers for the multitude of children who need them. While I recognize and appreciate your enthusiasm for education, please realize that the public school system isn't a daycare. Also, please think about your words and the learning environment prior to speaking out. By the way, we're not an autocracy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:08 PM I can understand your frustration! Understand mine! I almost died at 7:30 pm one night returning from teaching a FI split class with several students who did not get enough support or no support at all. The principal expressed to me that he expected me to teach 2 different social studies programs and 2 different science programs. ANYONE I talked to knows that this is impossible to do, especially in French Immersion when kids get no support at home and books are often too hard for students to read. I had to quit my job. I did it for me and did it for the kids. I was like a surgeon who is asked to operate on 5 patients with an old scalpel with 2 inexperienced nurses. Predictably, 4 patients would die and I would be reprimanded! Teachers are put in terrible conditions and kids too. I hope you have the openmind to consider the reality of this honest personal anecdote. I also wish you to understand that this is likely not an isolated incident. What will it take? A kid to commit suicide because he or she is not getitng enough support?Delete Reply hilarySeptember 17, 2014 at 10:29 AM It is incorrect to equate lost funding with what the teachers would have received in grievances. The two are not equivalent. The starting position of the BCTF was $225M, so they never expected $3B to resolve grievances. I'm also interested to know where you get your figures on overcrowded classrooms. A recent Globe and Mail article says that classrooms are, on average, smaller than the caps set in 2002.ReplyDelete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:36 AM The signing bonus should be roughly $2500 each: 105 million divided by 41 thousand.ReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:53 AM It is not that simple. The $105 million is to be allocated by the union. The term "signing bonus" has been crossed off on the signed document. Some of that money may be used to pay union debts. Don't know this but clarification would be useful.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:16 PM Just quoting from the CBC news website, "And finally there are details of $105-million fund to settle grievances stemming from the ongoing court case. The BCTF says that money will be given out as a signing bonus, with specific amount yet to be determined."Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:34 AM I think it would be smart to put at least part of it into your strike fund.Delete Reply WheelsSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:55 AM If the money is used as a signing bonus, it should be based on FTEReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:12 PM Yes I am sure it will be based on FTE. The question is how much of the $105 Million is actually distributed. This is up to the union, and I am told that it is yet to be decided.Delete GuruSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:44 PM And don't forget all the retired teachers who are entitled to a share of it.Delete Reply Geoff OrmeSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:18 PM In another discussion of this someone suggested that under BC Labour Law a no vote means rejection of the proposed deal, and that means the strike continues until either: - the union in question elects to stand down - another tentative deal is presented or - the government imposes a legislated contract. I think the last of these is the most likely, and I believe the legislated contract would be draconian and brutal. What do you think, Tara? Also, I would appreciate your thoughts on Sandy Garossino's comments at https://storify.com/Garossino/should-teachers-accept-the-contractReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:14 PM If this is so, in a few month (likely a couple of years), teachers will win so much more with a Supreme Court judgment! It is possible that the Liberals know that the higher courts are stacked by Liberal judges (that is what happen when judges are chosen, not elected). In any case, a negative settlement (or not a great judgment) will galvinize the public to reform the way the Supreme court judges are being chosen. I doubt that any govn't will want that to happen. A legislated contract will make the LIbs look like sociopaths and dictators.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:47 PM Peter I think you are expecting far too much from the public, many of whom are only paying attention to this matter due to kids being home from school. The public are not remotely this savvy on the political process.Delete Reply IslanderSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:09 PM I am a continuing education teacher. We have it even worse and we are not listened to enough about our poor conditions. Those include no prep time (and we do have to mark and do report cards many times a year sometimes and commonly for 30 students in a class), travelling to different schools with no compensation, and having next to no breaks in between 3 hour classes. I worked for two years with no lunch break and taught 6 hours straight (just 15 min. breaks) to be told, "don't complain since there are others who will do it". We then got 15 min. breaks in between classes. Most of our students are wealthy immigrants, many who try to stay in classes as long as possible since the classes are free. After spending a year in Germany, I realize how better organized it is where the immigrants pay to learn the language on a sliding scale, and have to pay for a student book as well for each class. We do not even have text books, but photocopy so much at tax payers' expense. This is not right. I then teach summer school since we were not on a 12 month continual salary and most of those students are also immigrants (at least 75%). This is also free and it is becoming so common and the new immigrants know this is free babysitting and tutoring. I think one main problem is that we have so many new immigrants in our classes who need ESL like this article states about our inclusion style of education nowadays: http://www.vancouversun.com/life/Shelley+Fralic+trouble+with+schools/10203596/story.html I am honored to be teaching and like my job, but it does get exhausting especially since I need two or three jobs to pay the mortgage that I now no longer have.. back to renting since it all I can afford in this city that has become so expensive. And many don't realize that it is very very difficult to get to full time work as a teacher here. There was a formula that made it take about 10 years to get to f/t (now finally changed). I have been without pay for 3 months, and now had to finally rent a place in anticipation of returning to work, so I have to vote "yes", but please keep the comments coming for what alternatives we have. Maybe we have to just educate the public in a better way than picketing; maybe get out and walk around malls and talk to people and hand out pamphlets on how this liberal government is hurting this. Most Asians (probably just the new who are from such a different system) are already against the teachers since they do not seem to understand what is going on. http://www.vancouversun.com/Business/asia-pacific/Chuck+Chiang+Many+Asian+families+place+blame/10202757/story.htmlReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:17 PM First of all, myn thoughts are with you! I think your ideas about using different strategies is smart. Picketing is not a very good strategy to let people know about things. I think using the membership to flood media comment sections would be more effective. Going to talk to the public might be a good idea along with this, I think. Phone the BCTF and ask for support.Delete Reply Marsha HolleySeptember 17, 2014 at 1:36 PM A teachers wife Vote no you have come to far to back down. It is a -----Y DEAL. ReplyDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:45 PM Ask yourself WHY teachers cannot get 1/2 of the average increase in salary of the private sector? (The Libs will tell you because there are sooooooo many teachers, but I also hear that there are provinces where there is a need for teachers!) TORONTO - A new study says that Canadians, on average, can expect about the same size salary increase next year as in 2014. Human resources consultants Pal Benefits says a survey of 401 organizations, mainly in Ontario, Alberta and British Columbia, projected salary increase for 2015 at an average of 2.79 per cent. That was almost unchanged from the 2.74 per cent average increase projected in last year's survey. Meanwhile, in addition to the average salary increase remaining relatively steady year over year, the survey found that the percentage of employers who plan to freeze salaries appears to have stabilized at eight per cent —in the same percentages as was projected in 2014. Breaking down the numbers further, the survey found the average salary increase anticipated in the engineering, financial services and high technology sectors was three per cent. That compared with an average of 2.5 per cent on the low end for organizations in durable manufacturing. https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.htmlReplyDelete "Mama Rose"September 17, 2014 at 9:12 PM I used to agree with you, Tara, and appreciate you bringing these items to your blog to get us all thinking. But after a very long night and day of research and discussion, I realize I will be voting yes tomorrow. Here is why: I don't care about salary or benefit increases. That is not why I went on strike. I don't care if this tentative deal is not good for teachers. That's not why I went on strike either. For me, the single most important issue is class size and composition. I want to work in a classroom where I have enough time and resources available to me to adequately help all the students I teach. And while it is true that this tentative deal will not change anything in the classrooms right now (or at least most of our classrooms), I realized that we couldn't actually make changes in that area because the issues of cs and c is before the courts. When I made that connection and realized that this round of bargaining was really about a "good enough" agreement regarding wages, then the deal seems, well... good enough. BUT, the best part, is the language the BCTF legal team made around the furture court decision (the re-opener). They have it in writing that if we win the court case (which is likely) and when we have to start bargaining class size and comp again (that is exactly what Justice Susan Griffin said we would have to do) we will be STARTING from the 2002 levels. To make this simple to understand, I explained it to my friends using a number line. With this new language, the BCTF starts the next round of bargaining at say a 50. The government will want us to go to 10 or 15, and we'll compromise and end up maybe 25. But WITHOUT that language, we would have started bargaining at a 10 and only gone down from there. So I do believe it is the best deal possible, it still factors in the biggest issue (from my perspective), we do not lose the important gains of the past, and most importantly, everyone gets to go back to school.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 PM Mam Rose, I appreciate your point of view and your courage. However, let me point out to you and the readers that a decision at the BC supreme court might not turn out the way teachers anticipate. We all know that judges are appointed and who does the appointing? "All justices of the BCSC (including the position of Chief Justice and Associate Chief Justice) are appointed by the federal cabinet, on recommendation of the Minister of Justice. Masters are appointed by the provincial cabinet, on recommendation of the Attorney General in consultation with the Chief Justice." (Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Supreme_Court_of_British_Columbia) Now, I would like to think that all of those people are objective, but they are appointed and we know that there are political appointments. They have a lot of discretion over the laws and judgments. I am willing to bet that the BC Liberals do know this and are betitng the farm (or do they know something we don't know) that the Supreme Courts are stacked against teachers? So, I am not sure if we can count on a WIN if we proceed with the court ruling. I think we would be better to negotiate and negotiate a better deal.Delete Reply retaSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:57 AM Yes...no...yes...no...The last two days have been this. I’ve read so many articles and comments over the past few months and, I can say, I have learned a lot. I know this is not a great deal for teachers right now. I will be voting yes. This is why… 1. The children. Without going into the multiple issues (e.g., grad, post secondary, trades, sports, global education/trips, planned activities, those with varying degrees of special needs, those that need a soft place to land, etc., etc.) the children need to get on with their education. 2. The parents. For many parents, this strike is a financial burden. We do not like to be called baby sitters, but for many living below the poverty line, school is a financial relief. Winter is coming; gas bills will be expensive. 3. Poverty. Remember, BC has the highest child poverty rate in Canada. Schools feed and clothe numerous children. 4. The other systems educators work collaboratively with. MFCD, CYMH, foster parents, group homes, and the multitude of non-profit agencies that support vulnerable children and families are bursting at the seams. We are a part of that team. 5. CUPE. While some have been paid during this strike, that money is coming from districts. It was not provided by the government. And, CUPE is a partner in education - from the bus drivers to the tech dept to custodians to secretaries to EAs and so on. 6. Small Businesses. In our little towns, the school district is the number one employer. There is a direct cause-effect relationship between loss of wage and loss of business. 7. Money. The amount of money that is needed to reverse the erosion of the public education system over numerous years cannot be recouped in one sitting. This agreement is a start. It’s not much but the stage has been set. 8. THE COURT CASE. That is why we were on strike. All the other stuff could have been resolved months ago, but our government was working hard to make the court case go away. Well, it still exists. I consider that the victory. We live to fight another day (as rhetorical as that sounds) AND I hope people actually read the ruling and think critically about how a loss could impact the future of the Charter of Rights, and the power of government to contravene those rights. I am guessing we will vote to ratify as so many fear “what’s next?” from this government. It’s nasty business, and I think legislation would be next. VALUING PUBLIC EDUCATION needs to come from a STRONG, CONSISTENT public voice. If we do ratify the agreement, and those in the profession and public think we've given up, we have not. We’ve been fighting for years. We just haven’t been heard… until now. ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:21 AM I understand your point of view, but sometimes you have to fight to get what you want. This is a VERY bad deal, considering: Other people get on average 2.5% salary increases last year and this year and the next and the rest of us get 1% and must feel happy if we do.? (https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html) THIS DEAL is a horrendously BAD deal for kids/parents as well, of course. We are going to continue to be humiliated and be the laughing stock of many people of this province. After a decade of paycuts, WOW, this is what they are willing to offer! WOW! WOW! WOW!Delete Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:30 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Reply Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:37 PM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:08 PM Let's cross our fingers! I think we need a general strike by all unions if CC legislates teachers back. It is time to put the foot down and tell her and the Liberals that, as in the movie Network,"I am mad as hell and I won't take it anymore!"Delete Reply Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 8:26 PM Needs help on some stats for an online debate Looking for the last 10 or 15 years of contractual salary increases in %. So, 1% for 2001, 0% for 2002,...ReplyDelete Children FirstSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:00 PM Well it's all done now. Really hope the teacher's can find another angle to deal with class size and composition as well as student funding. The government will make sure the coming court case never swings your way no matter what. 2nd most expensive place to live in the the world!!! Wonder why and where the money goes??? ReplyDelete AnonSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 PM I'm an outsider, but have followed closely this whole fiasco and this is a RAW deal. Your union hung you out to dry on this one - taking a really bad deal (clearly no one from the BCTF had rudimentary math skills in their toolbox) and then publicly encouraging to the media that teachers accept the deal....what choice did you have - a no vote would have outraged the public. I could go on and on, but the bottom line, in my opinion, is that your union better get some stronger leaders who are PR and technology savvy. Out with Iker and the rest of those who bargained on your behalf - they just got ......well , we know that happened. Whew, can't even believe how screwed you got, absolutely amazing - nothing meaningful gained in the big picture and only very minor gains for a small group of people, bigger losses for the majority.. Wow - I better stop now. Best of luck. Thanks for all you do for our children. ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ▼  September (9) Reflections on the BC Teacher Strike BC Teacher strike - Lessons learned Response to Sandy Garossino Will the Education Fund improve classroom conditio... Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Class composition: a human rights perspective Class size and composition - a short visual histor... Guest post - I WILL HOLD THE LINE Teachers - let your leadership know it is time to ... ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=14654,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 20, Number 3, November/December 2007 Langley special education inquiry wraps up By Susan Fonseca After three days of back-to-back presentations, the Langley Special Education Inquiry, co-sponsored by the Langley Teachers Association, CUPE 1260, and the Langley District Parent Advisory Council, wrapped up the public hearing process. The Steering Committee was overwhelmed with the level of participation in both the focus groups and the public hearings: 100+ hearing presentations 89 focus group participants (teachers, support workers, and parents) 48 participating work sites 15 inquiry hours 14 focus group hours Panelists heard or received written submissions from a variety of individuals, local specialist associations, and community groups. We were very fortunate that all three panelists were gracious in terms of going overtime at every one of the six hearings to ensure that all presenters were heard. At the final hearing, both CUPE 1260 and the LTA gave up their allotted presentation times to allow a number of unscheduled parents to address the panel. (Our presentations were submitted in written format and we have subsequently been able to respond to the panelists specific questions). Speaker after speaker described deteriorating conditions for students with special needs in Langley: too few specialist teachers, excessive paperwork and crushing caseloads for those who remain in the system; a deplorable lack of resources for students with special needs integrated into regular classes; oversized regular and resource classes; long wait lists for psycho-educational assessments; and frustration and anger at the provincial government for making local school districts accountable for the student outcomes while not taking responsibility for funding the system adequately. The panelists went away with several thick packages of written submissions and theyve been busy reading these and requesting further background information from the local and the Ministry of Education. At the time of writing, the panelists are back in Langley working on their report expecting to release it in January. Susan Fonseca is 1st vice-president, Langley Teachers Association. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/IS-news.aspx?id=25141&printPage=true,International Solidarity News Vol. 7, No.2, December 2011  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Newsletters and Alerts > International Solidarity News > 2011-12 Archive   International Solidarity News Vol. 7, No. 2, December 2011 Contents  BC teachers making a difference, globally—an International Solidarity Workshop on Saturday, February 11, 2012  Recruiting for the Peru Project  Recruiting for the Cuba Project  International solidarity e-mail lists  * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * BC TEACHERS MAKING A DIFFERENCE, GLOBALLY—AN INTERNATIONAL SOLIDARITY WORKSHOP ON SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 2012   You are invited to a workshop to learn about BCTF international solidarity work from colleagues who have participated in these projects. The workshop will run from 9:30 to 3:00 p.m. on Saturday, February 11, at the BCTF building, 550 West Sixth Avenue, Vancouver. You will hear about— Second language pedagogy workshops for teachers in Peru—teacher PD that helps build support for the union. Training English enhancement mentors for improved English skills for teachers in Namibia. The Cuba project—looking back and forward to new projects. Support for teachers in Colombia whose lives are threatened—and the families of the many assassinated. An international conference at the BCTF about the negative impact of neo-liberal education policies, and teacher leadership on progressive pedagogical alternatives. BC teachers who have participated in Education Beyond Borders projects in Africa. An opportunity to talk about issues related to international work. The workshop is free, but please register by sending an e-mail message to afield@bctf.ca. We need an idea of how many people will attend, and it will allow us to send you information about free parking. If members outside of Metro Vancouver would like access to the workshop, we will live-stream presentations that can be watched on your computer at home. If you are interested, please send a message so that we know it is worthwhile organizing streaming. * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * RECRUITING FOR THE PERU PROJECT  Up to eight teachers are needed for work with SUTEP, the teachers’ union that represents teachers in Peru. This will be the fourth year for the project, which runs over a three-week period in July and August. The workshops are professional development for teachers of English and are organized through the teachers’ union. They are carried out as a partnership with Peruvian teachers and are held in five areas of the country. At least half of the BCTF participants need to be fluent in Spanish to take the lead in dealing with logistical aspects. Check http://www.bctf.ca/SocialJustice.aspx?id=19096, under “The Peru Project”, early in January for the application form; the application deadline will be February 11, 2012. * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  RECRUITING FOR THE CUBA PROJECT  The BCTF has carried out projects with the Cuban teachers’ union for nearly 15 years. In the past, these have primarily been pedagogical workshops for teachers of English. The union, SNTECD, has requested a change to the project. They would like a conversational English intensive workshop for union leaders. They often are invited to participate in international meetings where much of the work is in English. This will be a pilot project involving three BCTF facilitators. If successful, it will likely be carried out over a number of years. The content of the workshop will focus on unions—how they operate in countries with a mixed economy—and on global labour issues. The participants will need to be knowledgeable about labour issues, as well as experienced in teaching English as an additional language. At least one of the participants will need to be fluent in Spanish. Check http://www.bctf.ca/SocialJustice.aspx?id=19096, under “The Cuba Project”, early in January for the application form; the application deadline will be January 23, 2012. * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  INTERNATIONAL SOLIDARITY E-MAIL LISTS   Know anyone who might be interested in receiving the BCTF’s International Solidarity News in their e-mail? It comes out about once a month. Have them send a request to be added to the list to afield@bctf.ca. Get on the CoDevelopment Canada Partners in Solidarity newsletter list by going to their website at http://www.codev.org/codev2/. The Vancouver CIDA office has a monthly newsletter that provides updates on international development events and activities in the region as well as opportunities. Send a request to azita.alavi@acdi-cida.gc.ca to get on the list.  )
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/IssuesInEducation.aspx?id=5724,BCTF > Accountability in public education  	BCTF > Issues in Education  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Issues in Education > Assessment, Evaluation and Reporting Accountability in public education Teachers believe accountability in public education is extremely important. In the view of teachers, the primary purpose of accountability in education is to respond to the implicit social contract between society and the public school system. We agree that, at heart, an accountability system for education is about the improvement of education. The accountability process should provide goals and attributes of the public education system and explain what is being done to accomplish these goals. The accountability process must involve all education partners and be interactive and continuous. It is an important undertaking that should connect school and community. It is important to get it right. The BCTF proposes an accountability system that is balanced and purposeful. Should accountability be internal or external? The dictionary definitions of “accountability” emphasize the willingness to accept responsibility for one’s decisions and actions, and to justify them to others. The inference in the definitions is that accountability is something that is internal, that comes from within, rather than something that is externally imposed. Parents and teachers teach their children to take responsibility for their actions in the hopes that the children will grow up to be responsible adults. Internal accountability is highly valued and identified as a hallmark of maturity in our society. The most effective and respected teachers, administrators, trustees, ministry staff, and governments are all driven by internal accountability. Teachers value their internal accountability. Teachers, like other professionals, operate under a professional code of ethics and hold themselves responsible for their professional decisions and actions. The amount of their own time and money that teachers spend on instructional planning and professional development is a testament to how seriously they take their professional obligations. Teachers, like professionals in other fields can be called upon to justify their professional decisions and actions. For example, our education system has specific requirements for teachers to report to parents formally and informally on the learning progress of their children and to consult with parents about IEPs for students with special needs. In addition, teachers hold themselves accountable as a profession for raising issues of the public good. The courts have upheld the right of teachers to communicate with parents on these broader issues in education saying that this form of political expression is of a kind deserving of a high level of constitutional protection. There are ways that internal accountability can be encouraged both by the professional itself and by other levels of the education system, e.g., time for professional development and reflective practice, formal venues for teacher input into curriculum and policy, etc. The BC government’s current accountability model is not designed to encourage such internal accountability. Rather, it is based on the idea of external accountability. An external accountability system implies that internal accountability does not exist or is not sufficient. External accountability models demonstrate a lack of trust in teachers and the teaching profession. Teachers in BC find this lack of trust unjustified and hard to accept. They are among the most rigourously trained and well-educated teachers in the world. Their students have time and again been ranked among the best educated in the world. In short, it is a system in which internal accountability has produced results. There are many types of external accountability mechanisms. Political accountability mechanisms allow people to be voted out of office if they make bad decisions. Legal accountability allows people to use the courts to enforce laws that protect our rights. Bureaucratic accountability enforces policies and procedures by ensuring that actions and decisions are documented and recorded. Market accountability works when competition expands choices. Teachers recognize the utility of some external accountability mechanisms to ensure parents and students there are some safeguards in place to encourage good practices and to prevent bad practices or abuses, some course of redress for problems that arise, and some assurance of equitable and fair treatment. Elected school trustees are politically accountable to their community. Students and parents may appeal any decision, or non-decision of the school under Section 11 of the School Act. Ministry policies on funding, curriculum, students with special needs, ESL students, school fees, etc. specify what services students, parents, and communities can expect regardless of where they live in the province. External accountability mechanisms have less utility when applied to classroom teaching and learning. External measures are inevitably blunt measures. There is a high risk that such measures will provide a distorted picture of teaching and learning. Such measures can also have a perverse effect on teaching and learning. For example, large-scale assessments can narrow curriculum and instruction, and decrease student motivation and learning. Simplistic blunt measures lend themselves to use in rankings of schools of the sort done by the Fraser Institute, rankings that simply heap more disadvantage on disadvantaged communities. Teachers feel that the current accountability mechanisms are weighted too heavily on the side of external accountability and have become too bureaucratic. The Federation seeks a more balanced model of accountability than encourages internal accountability and professionalism. What should the public education system be accountable for? Teachers, through the BC Teachers’ Federation, have developed a framework for accountability based on guiding principles derived from the realities and challenges of contemporary teaching and learning in a diverse society. We call this an “opportunities to learn” model of accountability. All levels of the public education system—teachers, schools, school boards, the Ministry of Education, and government—should be accountable for maximizing students’ opportunities to learn. Both internal and external accountability measures should be developed for all levels of the education system, tailored in each case to match the responsibilities of that level of the system. Inherent in the responsibility of maximizing opportunities to learn for all students is the challenge of equity. It is not sufficient to offer all students that same curriculum, instruction, learning resources, level of support, and ways to demonstrate their learning. We know that this will result in wide disparities in student learning. To date, our collective efforts at providing equitable opportunities to learn have fallen short for many Aboriginal students, ESL students, students with learning disabilities, students living in poverty, etc. Providing equitable opportunities to learn for these students would be a worthy goal for an accountability system. In the view of teachers, this is an urgent social justice issue. The current accountability system does not do that; in fact, many of these students are not even represented in the data that is collected. The instructional strategies that result in high levels of student performance on standardized tests such as the Foundation Skills Assessment (FSA), do not generally enable students to transform and apply what they know in new circumstances or to develop competence in complex tasks. Teachers who are held accountable for high FSA scores are therefore implicitly discouraged from adapting instruction to maximize their students’ opportunities to learn. This is only one example of the many unintended negative consequences of an external accountability system narrowly focussed on outputs. It is also an example of a way in which external accountability frustrates teachers’ internal accountability. An external accountability model that was focussed on equitable opportunities to learn would be more compatible with the internal accountability of teachers and the teaching profession. Who should be accountable for what? All levels of the public education system—teachers, schools, school boards, the Ministry of Education, and government—have responsibilities, and each level should be accountable for their decisions and actions with respect to those responsibilities. However, each level of the system can only be accountable, internally or externally, for the things for which it is responsible for and has control. Teachers are responsible and accountable for teaching the curriculum, planning and delivering instruction, choosing learning resources from those available in the school and district, and assessing and reporting student progress. Teachers cannot be held accountable for the diversity of the students who walk through the doors of their classrooms, large class sizes, cuts to programs, the lack of textbooks, or the long waiting list for diagnostic testing to identify students with special needs. Schools are accountable for providing programs to meet the needs of students assigned to that school within the resources provided by the school district. Schools cannot be held accountable for how districts allocate funding and resources, the quality of provincial curriculum, or the appropriateness of ministry policies. Schools can be held responsible for student performance only to the extent that they have authority over the factors that shape student learning. School districts and the provincial government must uphold their side of the social contract by taking responsibility for the factors that depend on their authority and resources. School boards should be accountable for the use of funds to maximize opportunities to learn—in other words, the extent to which the board has kept the education in their district public and effective. School boards should be accountable for how they allocate resources, for providing safe teaching and learning environments, for the quality of locally developed curriculum, and for the extent to which local policy decisions maximize students’ opportunities to learn. School boards cannot be held accountable for the adequacy of provincial operating or capital funding, the quality of provincial curricula, or the appropriateness of ministry policies. The government should be held accountable for the extent to which the goals and principles it sets, the funding, facilities, and curriculum it provides, and policy decisions it makes allow the other levels of the public education system to maximize students’ opportunities to learn. It is very frustrating for teachers and schools when external accountability measures hold them accountable for student achievement outputs at the same time other levels of the system are not held accountable for the inputs that support learning. Here are two of many examples: Ministry policy requires that specialized ESL service be provided to all ESL students who need it, but only provides funding for the first five years of service. There is no accountability mechanism that holds government responsible for matching ESL funding to its ESL policy, but teachers and schools are held responsible for the achievement of these students. The ministry is responsible for additional funding to support students with special needs in certain designated categories. School boards are responsible for providing diagnostic testing to identify students with special needs. There is no external accountability mechanism to ensure that school boards test and identify students, so most school districts have caps on the number of students who can be tested or have long waiting lists. The ministry audits schools and school districts to ensure that students with special needs in funded categories are receiving the required service, but there is no auditing to find students who should have been tested and designated but have not been. Teachers are held responsible for teaching these students without the information or resources that would result from diagnostic testing and identification. Teachers argue for an accountability system that fits the public education system. Such an accountability system would recognize the complexities of teaching and learning, encourage internal accountability, maximize students’ opportunities to learn in a equitable way, and hold all levels accountable for the aspects of education for which they have authority and responsibility. November 7, 2006 About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=21677,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > October 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 23, Number 2, October 2010   Professional development: Reclaiming our territory  By Ilse Hill   The arena of professional development is becoming a hugely contested space for teachers. Administration and district personnel are encroaching relentlessly with “best practice” content and pushing for more standardized practice and assessment across the province. Pressure is mounting for teachers to buy into district-wide professional development programs and administration is increasingly directing professional development committees, content, and planning. Lost in all of this is the acknowledgment of our professionalism. We are the true professionals—each of us with numerous years of university education and life and classroom experience, in a wide variety of settings. In my seven years of teaching, I am about to teach the same grade level for only the second time. I have taught primary, intermediate, high school, and almost everything in between! I am surrounded by master teachers who have been honing their craft over any number of years. And yet, there is an increasing disconnect between the content being offered as professional development and the needs and realities of classroom teachers, our students, and our larger communities and society. It would be easy to dismiss this disconnect as “just one of those things,” but I believe that there are more insidious forces at work. It is my belief that many of our current professional development initiatives are being used to undermine and discredit teacher professionalism. By creating situations where teachers are being constantly questioned about our credibility and abilities, our opportunities to unite and face the larger issues of social inequality and underfunding of public education, healthcare, and social services are very limited. In a bargaining year that coincides with a time of global economic crisis, we need to make sure that we remain united and keep the larger picture in mind. In order to achieve this, I believe that we not only need to reclaim professional development, but we also need to transform it. The principles of adult education provide a great starting point for changing PD. Adult education is a vehicle for transformative and emancipatory change. Adults in control of their own learning experience develop an increased sense of agency and learn advocacy skills. That results in an ability to effect societal transformation at the community and global level. Imagine the power created by using professional development as a vehicle of collective transformation for teachers! The constant focus on perfecting our classroom practice and streamlining student data into numbers for the Fraser Institute takes the focus away from how we might “fix” the problems we are presented with daily in our classrooms and communities. Real solutions will only come if we are able to unite as activists and demand change at the larger level. In a focus group that I conducted in my community last year with BCTF researcher Margaret White, we asked teachers about the effects of poverty that we are observing in our classrooms and communities. Part of the exercise was to imagine the resources needed to have the “perfect” situation for our classrooms, schools, and communities. None of the responses offered could be considered unreasonable. Experienced teachers talked about the supports that used to be in place and the increasing burdens placed on children and families. It is time to use our professionalism to unite together and develop a plan of action to create systemic change. At the very least, it will invigorate our democratic process as a union and invite more participation and dialogue—at most, it will bring about greater equality for all. Now imagine if we devoted some of our PD time to working through the impact poverty is having on our students’ learning. It won’t help the Fraser Institute rank schools, but it may just help our students and our ability to teach them. That is one way we might reclaim our PD to advance our professional needs as classroom teachers.   Ilse Hill teaches at Wood Elementary School, Port Alberni.   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "October is #FosterFamilyMonth. Thank you #BC for opening your homes and hearts to more than 5,900 children and youth." @John_Yap - 11:14pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2014/09/tentative-agreement-yes-or-no.html?showComment=1411000624865,Staffroom Confidential: Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, September 16, 2014 Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Despite what I know was a herculean effort on the part of our bargaining team, I very much hope that BC teachers will vote no to the tentative agreement. After five weeks of strike, and twelve years of legal battles, this is not the deal that will restore sanity to public education and it is not a fair deal for teachers and students. Just as teachers in Saskatchewan rejected a deal to ensure a better outcome, I hope BC teachers will consider a no vote to let our team know we have to go back to the bargaining table. Class size, composition The agreement provided a modified LIF fund starting at $75 million per year and increasing to $85 by the last year. It is for teachers only, which will mean a slight improvement in Districts where sizeable portions were spent on Education Assistants or senior District staff rather than teachers. However, in an average size District like Victoria (20,000 students, 1,000 teachers), this will translate into about 5-10 more teachers. That is one for every five schools. To put it in comparison, Justice Griffin's judgement estimated the lost funding due to lost class size language at about $330 million in current dollars. (Read more here about the proposed Education Fund.) I heard so many teachers speak up about the need to ensure that we do not return to over-crowded classes when the strike ends. This agreement does very little to alleviate what is the most pressing issue. Throwing away the court victory The agreement provides a "reopener" in the event we win on appeal our class size language. What this means is that the language returns, but is not implemented until new language is negotiated. Without the actual implementation of the returned language, there will be very little incentive for the government to bargain it back. We would essentially be back in the very same position we are in today, with government trying to bargain it out and us trying to bargain it back in. In my opinion, even if we were legislated back to work we would be in a superior position. If we won the appeal the government would then be forced to implement the language. We are thus throwing away our historic court victory and the bargaining pressure it potentially creates. The reopener is really only mildly less offensive than E80. In both cases, we have to bargain back what was illegally taken from our contract and the government will probably never have to restore it. In fact, the "reopener" creates the perfect opportunity for government to lock us out to try and force us to agree to something far inferior. Throwing away the remedy for the last twelve years The agreement provides $105 million to compensate for grievances over-sized classes for the last twelve years. Using Justice Griffin's estimates, our loss is roughly $300 million times 12 = over $3 billion. I cannot fathom how $105 million is a fair compromise. The BCTF's original proposal to put this money back into the system was a more fair and productive approach. This agreement means we can no longer go to the courts for a fair remedy. Wages The agreement is very close to government's original offer. While I would be willing to accept this if the class size language was returned, teachers should not be taking such a significant monetary loss without the commensurate gain in working conditions. We have lost roughly 12% of our annual salary. We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut. Minimal improvements There are very minimal improvements in preparation time for elementary teachers (10 minutes per week), and TTOC daily rate. The TTOC daily rate change may depend on your grid placement. It could actually be a wage loss for long term TTOCs who are above category 5 and step 7. There is also $11 million in health and dental benefits. At 40,000 members, this is $275 each. Hardly worth consideration in the context of the rest of the agreement. What next? There are a variety of options if we vote no. We can continue the strike. We can choose to return to work and continue bargaining. We do not, and should not, accept an agreement that doesn't meet our needs and doesn't meet the needs of students and public education. When Saskatchewan teachers rejected the first deal which had 5.5% wage increases over four years, the second deal had 7.3% increases over four years. They have said this still isn't good enough. For us, our main issue is classroom conditions. We need to say this isn't good enough. The way to do that is to vote no. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 7:48 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 124 comments: Troy MooreSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:17 PM The EC recommendation states the open clause will be argued from restored language. However, selling our grievances for nothing as the 105 million is strike savings, is plenty of reason to vote no. Further, no composition caps, but a fund controlled by Superintendents is enough reason to vote no. Thursday I will vote no.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:06 PM Re-opener also says "education fund" in place until new language bargained, so old language can disappear forever.Delete Reply Mme RousseauSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:33 PM Government starved us to death hoping we'd vote yes to whatever deal they'd offer. Planned it from the start.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:07 PM We can sill choose (collectively) to return to work if we reject this deal. Many options.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:09 PM Great analysis, Tara! I think that returning to work would be a bad idea. This will frustrate parents more if they need to find new ways to deal with taking care fo kids. USe the money given to you by the other unions. I am a teacher who had to quit for stress over the terrible condition of work (split FI grade 4/5, several low LD kids with little support, one severe with no support, 2 gifted (no support), and a principal who expected me to teach 2 separate social studies AND science programs)Delete Reply Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:56 PM Good points by all but the gov't succeeded in starving my family out and completly breaking us. I will be voting YES and live to fight another dayReplyDelete Replies schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:21 PM 'Fight another day'? In the last twelve years that we have been pushing back against this government, never has the tide tide been so much with teachers, class size/composition, and public education - and never has the government been pushed back onto the ropes (especially with the call for binding arbitration). What 'other day' is being proposed that we wait for? Now is the time. Vote 'no' and give the BCTF bargaining team a renewed mandate to get a decent deal for students and teachers.Delete Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:10 PM "Another day" means to wake up and realize that 2more weeks means my family of 5 could lose our home. It means I will do all I can to recall Cc, Factbender, and other mla's, and maybe even having "a guy I know" have a chat with them. In year 1 of their reign, I don't believe they even know what "the ropes" are. I will vote YES ...for my family, and I can live with thatDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:12 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply Karen FergusonSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:03 PM Just a question: When the Saskatchewan teachers voted no, had they already been on strike for 5 weeks?ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM No. They are working with no contract. They are not on strike.Delete Shannon DavisSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:23 AM I am a Saskatchewan teacher. We are not on strike; we are currently in the conciliation process after voting "no" to 2 previous offersDelete Reply "Mama Rose"September 16, 2014 at 9:27 PM Can we truly return to work without agreeing and continue bargaining? When I suggested returning to work a few weeks ago, the answer was "being on strike puts pressure on the gov't and without pressure they have no reason to settle." And can you explain more how legislating us back would be better than agreeing to this deal? And finally, why would the BCTF executive put forward a deal that was not a good one?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:30 PM Because they need confirmation of the resolve of the membership to get something better. That is what a no vote does.Delete Reply Troylana MSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:28 PM some great points to ponder, tara......thinking thinking....ReplyDelete schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:43 PM If we vote 'no' to the tentative deal we still have options: We'd not have a contract. But we could... a) strike with full picket lines b) partially strike with phase 1 (work-to-rule) in schools c) partially strike with periodic/rotating job action d) continue negotiating e) return to work and re-escalate strike f) some/all of the above ReplyDelete Replies Caroline MackenzieSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:21 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:14 PM a) will expedite matters (I say less that 3 days)Delete Reply danabjornsonSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:05 PM I am thinking that a legislated, crappier contract would only be in effect for 2 years max (before elections...). If we take this offer, then we will be agreeing to this pseudo-E80. Should we win the court case (which we likely will), we will have to settle on the terms of the THIS negotiated contract which doesn't actually restore learning conditions; it simply allows for those conditions to be negotiated. If we say n, then we default to the 2002 contract, which DOES restore the language. A "yes" vote is saying that we are good on "crumbs"; a "no" vote is saying we want an actual meal. That's my understanding, anyway. Please correct me where I am wrong, Tara. :)ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:44 PM And word is IF they legislate, they could opt to legislate back Grade 10-12 only causing the union to have to lay off all teachers and re-hire based on seniority. That will tear the union at the seams pitting teacher against teacher for those positions. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:17 PM There will be a general strike if that were to happen! They better not do this. They will regret it.Delete Reply imaginefunlearningSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:09 PM Some good points on the background of our fight over the past 12 years, which I have been actively engaged in; however we need to recognize the climate we are in. We are not in Sask. people! We have just come through a very long summer!! We need to thank our @bctf bargaining team & recognize the toll this has taken on all of us & our families. I don't have the luxury of more time on the strike line. This may be as good as it gets. Let's read the agreement and consider getting back to work and making some $ again! That's my 2 cents worth, which would come in really handy right now!!!ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:18 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply RobSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:11 PM Go back in work to rule mode. Work this winter to recall every Liberal MLA. ThAt is the only way to apply pressure to these criminals. ReplyDelete Replies Kate RestonSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:03 PM Recall! Not sure who won the battle but the war is still onDelete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:14 AM Well said Kate... I agree 100%Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:20 PM I think say NO and a better deal will be done in less than 3 days. These guys are not criminals, they are lower than that. I bet they get a sick pleasure in hurting the kids and the teachers.Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:31 PM An official recall is in the works: https://www.facebook.com/groups/316129595235450/?fref=ts Please consider joining.Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:26 AM Leah - do you honestly think anyone who voted BC Liberal did so thinking that they would act any differently on the education file?Delete Reply JJSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:16 PM I am glad to see other members who share my views. I am outraged at a 1.2 percent "raise" in salary per year that doesn't even meet inflation of currently 2%. I feel used and abused.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:23 PM Not to mention all of the other pittance! I am actually surprised that Iker asked teachers to vote on this! Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:18 PM Hi Tara Thanks for the summary! Will we be able to vote NO to the deal, but vote YES to returning to work? Will there be three options when we vote Thursday? Why did the BCTF agree to a substandard deal for us? If we vote no to a deal that was recommended to us, the teachers look like the bad guys and public approval will plummet. I am very disappointed and frustratedReplyDelete Replies KataSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:12 AM Public approval will not necessarily plummet. I have seen strikes where the membership has voted against the executive's "best results to date", and ended up with a better offer. This offer is an insult. The $300 million will not bring funding to the national average (I believe). More importantly, the wage offer is half of the average wage increase for public and private workers (StatsCan). Delete Reply MontySeptember 16, 2014 at 10:19 PM Thank you, Tara. My thoughts too, more clearly expressed. As well, Thursday is too soon to vote, too soon to vote, too soon to vote........ReplyDelete Richard ChalkeSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:21 PM Vote no and lose every shred of public support...just sayin!ReplyDelete Replies UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:31 AM I am a member of the public and would support a "no" vote. js!.Delete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:01 AM Richard Chalke, NO you won't! I am a mother with 3 adopted special needs children who need to be in a class that is designed for them and others like them (my kids are academically slightly delayed but their issues are more social and behavioural) where they can receive the education they deserve taught in a way they can comprehend. I will speak now for all the parents I know, and we will support the teacher's if they continue to fight for our children's best interest.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:28 PM It might not be pretty at first, but once we explain things (and I hope the Mandarin-speaking teachers flood the Richmond organization that voiced their concerns), they will back us. The 3 billions that the judge came to is the first I hear about. This should be stated to every newsmedia comment section in the province. Minimize pickets and flood those outlets with commenters, just like the Liberals do. Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:45 PM I am a member of the public and a single Mother of a child in the public school system. You will NOT lose one bit of my support if you vote no. I know that you are sacrificing so that my child can have a better education, and I am most grateful for it. Having said that, I also know that you are exhausted and broke. I have been dreading that you may have to settle for less than what you (we) deserve because the government succeeded in breaking you. I am not in your shoes, so cannot judge. If the vote is a yes, I understand and I am still behind you. Delete Reply Alison RocheSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:25 PM It is a crap deal. It's always a crap deal. Once you raise the stakes to striking, anything else is a cave in. The last time we walked out was the 3 day illegal strike where I threw away 1200$ and got EXACTLY the same contract I had the year before. The BCTF called it a win because they didn't rip up MORE of my contract. Ridiculous. There are a few of us that believe that working to contract, doing 100% of your teaching job and nothing more (like paying for supplies out of your own pocket or EC) is the only way teachers will survive this government. What if they get re-elected again? Then what? Teachers have lost thousands to these clowns to make "statements" about the state of public education in this province. We can't keep sacrificing ourselves and our families. And in the meantime, you talk to parents about why you have to take this crappy road. Because up until this strike they mostly didn't care about the state of education, but god forbid you didn't run a Sports Day. Then suddenly they wanted to know what the hell was going on. Keep the conversation going in schools. Attend your PAC meetings and stop enabling this govt to underfund and overwork the system. And still get paid!ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:20 AM I am very excited at the prospect of returning to my beloved job on Friday. However I will NOT continue to put my personal money into my classroom and I will be seriously reconsidering my involvement in extra curriculars. I think we shoot ourselves in the foot with all the unpaid work we so willingly volunteer to do. Delete Reply FCSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:38 PM I heard a rumour last week from a loose lipped government insider that after the 22nd, depending on the outcome of the negotiations the Liberals were going to announce a 3 step process. I was not clear if this was based on 3 steps to resolve the strike (perhaps the 3rd step is legislation??) or 3 steps to overhaul the education system, either way, they will settle it outright. I wish you all luck and all the information that you need to make a sound decision of what you feel is best.ReplyDelete Replies Lisa BurrowsSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:53 PM I have heard similar rumours. On the 23rd, the gov. was planning on introducing a $6000 per year voucher system for 3 choices: an academic or trades program, or something called EducationCanada. Not clear whether their intention was to privatize the public system, de-certify teachers and hire them back under new wage/benefits. Not clear where these rumours originated from. Maybe fear tactics to get teachers to vote yes. In any event, I plan on voting yes. I signed up to be a teacher, not a martyr. This strike has cost us a lot. We need to regain our livelihood and hopefully continue the conversation about class composition. We have at least awakened many people to the issue, and the court case is still an avenue that could eventually improve teaching and learning conditions.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:33 PM I urge all teachers to fight and say NO to this deal. Retired teacher who had to retire because horrendous work conditions. Make me proud. They will not last long if you say NO! I know this is tough, but there is money and I hear that Van City does offer loan at low to 0 %. Banks do allow you to miss a mortgage payment. Go talki to your banker.Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM Will school districts require teachers to make up missed days, as suggested in the media? Will the school calendar be changing to make up for the missed three weeks and if so will we be made aware of those changes PRIOR to the vote? ReplyDelete KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:41 PM "Wages..... We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut." And that is the cost of going on strike!!! There is nothing that can be done about that. You cannot go on strike and put up the raise you want every week to compensate for your time on strike - it doesn't work that way.ReplyDelete Replies Drew StevensonSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:59 AM I believe the missing "..." Suggests that they meant to refer to the losses against inflation since the last wage step increase. Thus this contract does not allow us to recover the buying power lost to inflation since the last non contract or "0%" year. Add those up and compare against the proposed increase and you see that by the end of the contract, we won't be able to afford the same value of goods (loaves of bread, watts of energy, litres of gas) that we could at the end of the last contracts term. It was not a comment about wages that were lost in the strike. Those are really small potatoes when compared to the grinding power of inflation over years and years. The next contract will use this latest for a bench mark so these losses to inflation will grind at all teachers for as long as they teach. A death of a thousand cuts to our ability to afford basic goods and services. Any raise less than inflation is a cut to the value placed on us and on our ability to pay our bills. Delete Reply Ed SSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:09 PM Having lost $20,000 (including summer school wages) as the single income for a family of five is far too much; I will be voting YES to the deal, unless the independently wealthy teachers out there who wish to continue the strike will pay my bills and mortgage for me.ReplyDelete Replies Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:14 PM I feel ya. Yes for meDelete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:18 AM Ed S. With all due respect (and I mean that), how did you lose $20,000 in the strike? Teachers were out 2 weeks (all out) before they were supposed to be in June, and now 3 weeks for the start of school? It is my understanding that teachers don't get paid through the summer months. Please correct me if I'm wrong, wherever I'm wrong. Shouldn't you have been financially alright for the summer months at least? Also all teachers knew this strike had a possibility of extending into the new school year but no one teacher budgeted for this possibility? I'm truly just trying to get a clear picture of where this all stems. NO disrespect intended.Delete BlairSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:12 AM Kelly, not Ed but if you look at the numbers there was the 10% lockout haircut in May/June plus the loss of most of June and the loss of much of September. In our 1 teacher (1 non) household we calculated a $9 K - $10 K loss so far. If you add summer school earnings you can easily make the loss in the $20 k zone. As for budgeting, we budget for the summer, but did not expect the 10% haircut, nor the loss of June/Sept days which completely messed our budgeting calculations. A very good friend (single teaching mother) was crushed by the loss of the June income and is without a penny today.Delete Mr. SmoothSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:35 PM The only one who didn't get a haircut was Jim Iker... and he needs one more than anyone else. What's with that over-coiffed 70"s mullet Jim? Does wonders for the BCTF brand image!Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:55 PM Jim's hair is not open for discussion in a respectful space like this. As for his salary, he is a teacher who does not get paid when we are on strike.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:04 PM Totally agree!Delete Reply Mr. GSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:24 PM If I thought they could do any better I would agree with voting NO, but you have to be realistic. The BCTF does not use professionals to bargain and always ends up with much less than they promise the membership when asking for a strike vote. While this is not a great deal for teachers, I really think you're fooling yourself if you think it'll get any better.ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:02 AM BCTF needs to be replaced with younger more adept representatives and advocates. Also, we should be hiring professional contract negotiators - you don't go into battle with cut throat corporate types with a wooden knife. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:37 PM This is BAD deal! Say NO to it and show those (expletives) that we will not take it anymore! Come on! Show them that teachers have a spine! They will respect us, oddly!Delete Reply retaSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:51 PM I agree with Richard. Those in the public that are uniformed would be furious, and there are many teachers who just can't afford to use their wages as their voice any longer - too much has already been donated to the government. In my opinion, the deal is pretty lame. I am sitting on the fence.ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:24 AM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:26 AM So true!!! I cannot afford to fight this battle for public education any longer. Why is this my personal and professional obligation??? However I think this deal is weak weak weak. I also think its the best we are going to get. Ideologically I'm on the fence but my wallet will vote YES.Delete Reply SirThinksToo MuchSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:54 PM My wife and I will be voting "Yes" on Thursday for it is the middle path. The easy path would have been for us to go back to school with E-80 & E-81 over our heads. The difficult path would be for us to vote "No" and put our mortgage at risk and having to continue asking retired parents for handouts to feed a family with three kids. The middle path is the wisest choice for us considering the current political climate in which those who do not teach are the quickest to judge it harshly.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:41 PM I understand that this is really tough for you! I almost died teaching a few month ago. I had to quit. Please consider holding on and say no. Remember the short loss in salary will be offset in the LONG-RUn by better salary increase. This is a joke! They will be laughing at you even more if we accept this. This is a very bad deal! However, I do respect your position!Delete Reply DaleSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:16 AM Why would classroom conditions be better on October 9th after being legislated back? We have been outplayed because of our stubborn refusal to outdated, tired old tactics. It is because of these actions that have led us to this terrible deal. Time to reset, regroup and stock up for the long haul. Can't do it if half the members commit hara kiri on themselves. We are a union of professionals not a cult. ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:49 AM Could not agree more.Delete schreck!September 17, 2014 at 9:44 AM Could you please advise which tactics you believe could have been used to secure a superior deal?Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:47 AM Full disclosure: I'm a BC Liberal supporter. The only people who would benefit from a NO vote are the BC Liberals. Teachers would be bargaining with no leverage whatsoever and would be viewed by a large segment of the population as unreasonable. The BC Liberals then get portray themselves as the only party capable of dealing with the BCTF. schreck! says that the BCTF has the government on the ropes, but he couldn't be farther from the truth. The government wants people to view the BCTF as their primary opponent. Disputes like this just shore up the BC Liberal base and protect its right flank. Any half-baked recall campaign will only reinforce that. It's true teachers aren't going to recoup the lost wages from the strike. I would suggest to you that that means this job action was probably not in teachers' interests, especially without any sort of appreciable strike fund. This is the best deal teachers were ever going to get with this government and people should have been able to recognize that in June. If you want my advice (which you probably don't), it would be to spend the next 5 years building up a strike fund, electing better leaders, and hiring a professional negotiating team. Don't bring a knife to a gunfight and expect things to go well. Focus on getting the best deal you can from whoever the government is rather than trying to change the government, the HST, Kinder Morgan or a thousand different issues that distract from education and erode the union's finances further. You'd be doing yourself a favour, and probably doing the NDP a favour at the same time. Also, if schreck! is David Schreck, you can thank his opposition to STV for the last two BC Liberal majorities. I know I do.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:11 PM One step would be to stop making political contributions to the NDP. This only contributes to the childish animosity and lack of trust that has constantly characterized negotiations. How else can the Socreds/Liberals view teachers except as enemies when they so publicly support their opponents. This stupid confrontational immature approach has to STOP!!!!! Education should not be a political fight when it is so obviously a valuable benefit to our society. It was an NDP government that legislated teachers back to work in 1993. Stop making education a political fight.Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:10 PM I don't think they have to go that far. CUPE and the Nurses still contribute to the NDP yet they don't have the same acrimonious relationship. CUPE and the Nurses just make their members their priority, and broader advocacy second.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:55 PM Ryan (possibly a Liberal paid commenter), with all due respect, I disagree with you. The cumulative increase in lieu of this will be better. Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can. I say to Iker, ask for 6% over 3 years because these people love to play the 15% over 15 year game to make it so big on the surface. Some people think that this is 15% every year. Believe me! I have seen it in comment sections. Others believe that the 15% is too high not understanding that they must divide things over the duration of the contract. It is time that we play it smarter. It is time to put the foot down and ask for money given to us by other unions, if it is needed. Banks can accept one late mortgage payment. It would be suicidal for them to not help. Imagine the possible damage if that ever leaks out. They could lose a lot in teacher money. I for one would pull my money out of a bank in support! Teachers are going to show this government that we have a spine! Enough is enough! Aren't you tired of being treated like kids? (Retired teacher who almost died in a car accident because of work conditions that were horrendous. I had to quit.)Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 AM Not paid by the BC Liberals. I pay them actually... :/ I imagine astroturfers of any affiliation wouldn't disclose their bias. "Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can." How did that work in May 2013? If the teachers reject a contract that their own union endorsed, it will make teachers seem unreasonable. Whether that perception is true or fair is irrelevant. It's what will happen, and teachers will be weaker as a result. Take my advice. Build up a strike fund and focus on the internal governance of the BCTF for the next 6 years. You'll be better off for it. Or not. I don't mind you or others making it easier for the party I support to get elected. I'd just rather not see kids and teachers hurt in the process.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:37 AM Ah! The "don't-hurt-kids" card, hey, when you have underfunded education for 12 years! WOW! That takes the cake! Are your trolling? Oh! You are serious? :) Would you be surprised if I don't follow your advice, considering your lack of logic? Would you be surprised if others don't follow your advice? It is ttue that bullies like you and your ilks love to show who is the boss, who is the teacher now! I suspect that is at the root of the problem! No one wants to fail in school! No one wants to get the strap! Sad that today's teachers don't like it too! But, who cares, we are ... teachers! We deserve it! BAH! BAH! BAH!Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:22 PM That's fine. I look forward to another 16 years of BC Liberal government.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:41 PM 16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate! Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan! Sociopaths do that!Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 9:35 AM "16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate!" 16 years of our opponents still don't understand why they lost. Like I said, that's fine with me. If I said the Liberals would be in power for at least another 13 years back in 2004 you probably would have laughed too. Heck, if I told you on May 13 last year that the BC Liberals would be reelected on May 14 you'd probably have laughed too. And you were wrong. Why is that? Answer that question if you want the NDP to win the next election. Without a correct answer to it, the NDP's cause is hopeless. "Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan!" You feel they are flawed, and that's fine. I don't go around calling people who disagree with me sociopaths, nor do I accuse them of being paid shills. But I also don't feel much need to address your ad hominems. There are logical arguments to support your position, but argumentum ad hominem is not one of them. It's a textbook logical fallacy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 1:15 PM Ah! Now I get it! It is all ego-based! You think because you voted the winning party that you are a winner and we are losers! You think because you predicted that the Liberals would win, you are winner. That does not make YOU a winner or the Liberals! It is called DEMOGRAPHICS, you expletives. The baby boomers are getting old and because they have more assets and won't make a whole lot more for too long, they need to vote a govn't who is going to do just that! It is not rocket science! WOW! You think you are so superior when your party stole an election with 47% of the popular vote. That's not a majority and your party should not have been elected. BTW, did you delete from your ethical memory the words Ethnic voting scandal? The field is slanted and you know it. However, you are so willing to minimize, forget the scams and bad fairplay tactics like a sociopath is allowed to minimize or ignore his or victims emotions that you don't see that you are the loser, we are the victim of your constant bullying. 1% wage increases after years of 0% increases and you can justify that when Yahoo reports that the average Canadian can hope to get 2.5% this and next year: https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html You Liberals behave like fascists, but we can't call you that because that's not allowed! Well! Guess what? It is and you are. Live with it! You keep on dreaming you are a genius! :) I am retired, getting soon a nice pension, and laughing at you from a beach somewhere! AHAHA! Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 2:14 PM What's with the name calling Peter? For someone claiming to be retired you really don't show the wisdom of age. For someone who talks about logic, you use logical fallacies like ad hominems a lot too. It's a fair point that the BC Liberals didn't get a majority of the vote (and I'm a very big supporter of electoral reform). The BC Liberals + Conservatives did though, and I don't think it's realistic to expect the BC Conservatives to have been more generous had they been part of government. Last time I checked I just voted. I didn't "victimize" anyone. Perhaps your rage is misplaced. If you think the election was "stolen" I'm afraid I have to question your grasp on reality though. "Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?" I'm glad you'll have a pleasant retirement Peter. I have no ill will towards you. I'm not sure why you think I do. I'm not saying people were *right* to vote BC Liberal. That's a matter of opinion. All I'm saying is people *did* vote BC Liberal. More voted BC Liberal than BC NDP for the last 5 elections in a row actually. You need to understand why that happened in order to change it for the next election. Clearly you're not interested in that though. Which is fair enough. Just remember next time you're upset about something the BC Liberals do that your lack of interest is part of why the BC Liberals get elected at all.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 3:23 PM I love your culture --or the lack of thereof! Guess what, stop thinking averybody is white and must follow your little rules. Namecalling? Sociopath? Whaaaat? And, what if you are? Still can't call you that? :) You fascist right-wingers are big on censorship! I just don't like you giving us lessons on how to get the NDP in. As stated, people are voting right of the NDP because it is a matter of demographics and a little ethnic vote buying on the side. The rest is mumbo jombo. Yes, of course, they will have to go on strike in the future and yes they will have to build a strike fund. The Liberals stole that from the BCTF too! And, you wonder why I don't have any respect for them? Yes, electoral reform is needed! We agree!Delete Reply JJ GeorgeSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:46 AM As a parent, I support the teachers and respect whether they choose to vote yes or no. However I noticed a discrepancy here from other information I've read regarding prep time for elementary teachers. Here it states minimal improvement to prep time - only 10 minutes per week being added. Elsewhere I read that it is 100 minutes per week for prep, increasing by an additional 10 minutes in the final year. That is a significant difference, and worth noting. Or have I completely misunderstood?ReplyDelete Replies Anne-MarieSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:59 AM Elementary teachers currently have 90 minutes of preparation time per week so an increase to 100 minutes per week is only gaining 10 minutes. In other provinces and some private schools they have as much as 45 minutes of prep time per day.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:56 PM Thank you for inquiring!Delete DW ZSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:57 PM You're right JJ George. There is a significant difference around the province regarding preparation times. In my district elementary teachers currently get 100 minutes of prep time. This new proposal is useless to me. I'll have to wait 6 years to gain an extra 10 minutes. Delete Reply UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:11 AM Almost nobody gets cost of living adjustments. Also inflation is NOT 2%. Do some research and look at the CPI for BC over the last 24 months. The average over the last 2 years is 0.7%, not 2%. The CPI changes every month so you cant just look at the highest month and declare that THE inflation rate. Check out the 12 month averages document for the actual numbers. http://www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/StatisticsBySubject/Economy/ConsumerPriceIndex.aspx All that being said I support the teachers. if you think this is a bad deal as a parent my dream would be for the teachers to vote no but continue bargaining because I do think the kids need to be in school and I do fear that the teachers will lose all support if the strike continues. All I ask as a parent is that you do your own research and try not to be swayed by all the opinions. ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:01 AM Inflation for August was 2.1% (http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/economy/cpi-report-expected-to-reveal-rise-in-canadas-core-inflation-rate/article20593943/). The CPI is a year-over-year calculation.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:43 AM Inflation should be looked at as a yearly average, not an individual month.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:34 PM The lawyers do not believe we have compromised our court deal. Our leadership would not have sold us out. We dodged a bullet. The Premier had something loaded even if we are not sure what it was. The idea that we could simply return to work is not guaranteed. I think a no vote could easily lead to the Liberals locking us out again because the Premier wants to crush us and she will use any excuse. She did not want to take the advice of her people and do this deal. I am certain a plan for drastic action (where we have to take the concessions they had planned) or worse - was in place. We can't guarantee the press will do any better job explaining the complexities should we say no. They rarely sided with us in markets outside of Vancouver where people are more political and they often misled or allowed others to mislead. They are not helping and would sensationalize. This would see dissolution of support very quickly - especially if we asked for wages. (Though admittedly it angers me that we can't ask for wages without being accused of being greedy when that is what most bargaining units do). But we have argued this is about kids and while this is not ideal - it is better to have teachers than not. The deal does suck in that it does not bring us to par - but this fight needs to be won with a strategy that is political and capacity will do that in another round. We have some support - but it is limited to the choir. We need to have the pews too. We need to build that capacity while working and continue to find allies because the fight is bigger than most people want to consider. This is about ideology and about privatization. Education always was political but never more so than now and we have to fight this party or the conservatives who would do the same or worse. No teacher who is responsible can ignore the politics any longer. That is simply the truth. If you work in the system you better get informed and you better be prepared to fight until retirement for the system. That said, I want to ask the same question others are asking: Why is this the job of 42,000 teachers and not the job of all citizens who want equality to fight for this right? It is time (while the conversation is still on-going and up to and including election night) for us to guide the public where we can but mainly play our part by not propping the system up. Make poverty known. Make noise about shortfalls, ask questions (in the media or in board offices ) about who is going to fix it instead of paying ourselves, volunteer some but wait for the pubic to step up so they see what schools lack. I hate the deal too. But I trust Vince Ready and Iker and I don't think we could have done better right now. I think we dodged a bullet because I have read everything this government has put out and followed the trail. They plan to privatize and they are just looking for the route. Voting YES for now does not mean we are giving up. It does not mean a win in the way we wanted but we have won a battle that will lead to us winning the war. If we don't rest up and stock up we might not get there.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:57 PM Well, if it is bigger than just this battle, then we will need ALL the unions to strike if they do indeed use drastic (draconian) measures. I say it is time for ALL of the unions to call a general strike. I guarantee that they will not like that one bit. What will they do then? Call the army? :) People in Europe, at the end of the 19th century stood up in mines. General strikes do occur in Europe and have. If you think you had it tough, think of them who stood tall for US in tougher times and conditions. Make sacrifices. Sell furniture. Tutor on the side. Ask for the BCTF money. Ask your banker to help. As friends and relatives. If we say NO, it won't last long. If they legislate us back, let's call a general province-wide strike of all unions. Delete Reply Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:47 AM Between CC's smug smile as she celebrates slaughtered teachers and Jim Iker's goofy grin - seemingly unaware that he has been a willing puppet, I am thoroughly disgusted. Over the next 5 years, teachers will be in an increasingly bad situation financially, classrooms will continue to be too large and complex with increasing medical, social and environmental issues impacting academic delivery. It could not be less obvious that things will continue to worsen. The Liberals have ensured that BC is rapidly becoming the Canadian Monaco for rich off shore interests and wealthy corporations. Soon the underpaid "workers" will have to be bussed in daily to Vancouver - Asian style. The only recourse is to move to just about any other province and bring in up to $100,000 more over the six years with much less cost of living. So we are bailing, encouraged by friends who have gotten positions in Manitoba and Alberta. My colleagues and I discovered through contacting several school boards across Canada that specialist (special needs and behavioural) and secondary science teachers are in particular demand. I want to work in a professional, respectful environment where the needs of all children are considered a priority and where I feel inspired to do my best. However, I want my vote to reflect the wishes of teachers who will be here over the next 6 (5) years, so very much appreciate your blog and opportunity to read the comments.ReplyDelete Bert SlaterSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:11 AM To vote YES will throw away 12 years of effort, and 2 victories in BC Supreme Court. To vote YES will be to snatch defeat from the jaws of victory. If you vote YES what bargaining power do you think you will have - the government will do nothing, and then what do you think you will do - take job action? PLEASE VOTE NO.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:59 PM Time to show you have a spine!Delete Reply RodSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:06 AM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Cool HandSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 AM Wouldn't a 'No' vote be a vote of no confidence in the BCTF itself?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:02 AM Not at all. It is just a message to the leadership we need to do better. The strength of the union is the members, and we support the leadership by giving them direction through democratic means.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:40 PM I disagree. How else can a recommendation by the EC to vote yes be interpreted? Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:00 PM I am sure people will interpret this both ways, but it is a vote. If it is supposed to be a "Yes", because it might be interpreted one way, then why bother having a vote?Delete Kate TSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:07 AM Yes , it would be. I don't think we could come out much better than this with this government. How will a No obtain that? Christy will be happy, she can declare the BCTF gone and roll out her plan to privatize. Delete Reply David DeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:06 AM A no vote would be a rejection of a the court victories defied by the government and an inadequate deal containing some vague promises that won't meet the needs of teachers or students on class size and other important issues.In Ontario elementary teachers get 200 minutes of prep time per 5 day cycle. I know there is financial hardship, but the union has received close to $2 million in donations from other unions; is there no way of accessing hardship funds? At minimum, vote no and return to work on work to rule with various strike options.ReplyDelete Erica JonesSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:25 AM This article actually makes me so mad. It is NOT better for the kids that they have missed almost all of june and all of september. This is what you signed up for in BC as a teacher. Get on board or GET OUT.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:20 PM Is this really what teachers signed up for? At my high school, each class has about 30 kids, with an average of 17 kids per classroom with an identified learning disability. Our district says that there should be no more than 4 kids per classroom.. How do you expect non-specialist teachers to help each student when over half of them require more resources because of a learning disability? Furthermore, are you generalizing the "better-ness" to all the kids in BC? Because I don't think that it would be better if kids went back considering the learning environment isn't up to par. There are barely any Education Assistants, and support teachers for the multitude of children who need them. While I recognize and appreciate your enthusiasm for education, please realize that the public school system isn't a daycare. Also, please think about your words and the learning environment prior to speaking out. By the way, we're not an autocracy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:08 PM I can understand your frustration! Understand mine! I almost died at 7:30 pm one night returning from teaching a FI split class with several students who did not get enough support or no support at all. The principal expressed to me that he expected me to teach 2 different social studies programs and 2 different science programs. ANYONE I talked to knows that this is impossible to do, especially in French Immersion when kids get no support at home and books are often too hard for students to read. I had to quit my job. I did it for me and did it for the kids. I was like a surgeon who is asked to operate on 5 patients with an old scalpel with 2 inexperienced nurses. Predictably, 4 patients would die and I would be reprimanded! Teachers are put in terrible conditions and kids too. I hope you have the openmind to consider the reality of this honest personal anecdote. I also wish you to understand that this is likely not an isolated incident. What will it take? A kid to commit suicide because he or she is not getitng enough support?Delete Reply hilarySeptember 17, 2014 at 10:29 AM It is incorrect to equate lost funding with what the teachers would have received in grievances. The two are not equivalent. The starting position of the BCTF was $225M, so they never expected $3B to resolve grievances. I'm also interested to know where you get your figures on overcrowded classrooms. A recent Globe and Mail article says that classrooms are, on average, smaller than the caps set in 2002.ReplyDelete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:36 AM The signing bonus should be roughly $2500 each: 105 million divided by 41 thousand.ReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:53 AM It is not that simple. The $105 million is to be allocated by the union. The term "signing bonus" has been crossed off on the signed document. Some of that money may be used to pay union debts. Don't know this but clarification would be useful.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:16 PM Just quoting from the CBC news website, "And finally there are details of $105-million fund to settle grievances stemming from the ongoing court case. The BCTF says that money will be given out as a signing bonus, with specific amount yet to be determined."Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:34 AM I think it would be smart to put at least part of it into your strike fund.Delete Reply WheelsSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:55 AM If the money is used as a signing bonus, it should be based on FTEReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:12 PM Yes I am sure it will be based on FTE. The question is how much of the $105 Million is actually distributed. This is up to the union, and I am told that it is yet to be decided.Delete GuruSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:44 PM And don't forget all the retired teachers who are entitled to a share of it.Delete Reply Geoff OrmeSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:18 PM In another discussion of this someone suggested that under BC Labour Law a no vote means rejection of the proposed deal, and that means the strike continues until either: - the union in question elects to stand down - another tentative deal is presented or - the government imposes a legislated contract. I think the last of these is the most likely, and I believe the legislated contract would be draconian and brutal. What do you think, Tara? Also, I would appreciate your thoughts on Sandy Garossino's comments at https://storify.com/Garossino/should-teachers-accept-the-contractReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:14 PM If this is so, in a few month (likely a couple of years), teachers will win so much more with a Supreme Court judgment! It is possible that the Liberals know that the higher courts are stacked by Liberal judges (that is what happen when judges are chosen, not elected). In any case, a negative settlement (or not a great judgment) will galvinize the public to reform the way the Supreme court judges are being chosen. I doubt that any govn't will want that to happen. A legislated contract will make the LIbs look like sociopaths and dictators.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:47 PM Peter I think you are expecting far too much from the public, many of whom are only paying attention to this matter due to kids being home from school. The public are not remotely this savvy on the political process.Delete Reply IslanderSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:09 PM I am a continuing education teacher. We have it even worse and we are not listened to enough about our poor conditions. Those include no prep time (and we do have to mark and do report cards many times a year sometimes and commonly for 30 students in a class), travelling to different schools with no compensation, and having next to no breaks in between 3 hour classes. I worked for two years with no lunch break and taught 6 hours straight (just 15 min. breaks) to be told, "don't complain since there are others who will do it". We then got 15 min. breaks in between classes. Most of our students are wealthy immigrants, many who try to stay in classes as long as possible since the classes are free. After spending a year in Germany, I realize how better organized it is where the immigrants pay to learn the language on a sliding scale, and have to pay for a student book as well for each class. We do not even have text books, but photocopy so much at tax payers' expense. This is not right. I then teach summer school since we were not on a 12 month continual salary and most of those students are also immigrants (at least 75%). This is also free and it is becoming so common and the new immigrants know this is free babysitting and tutoring. I think one main problem is that we have so many new immigrants in our classes who need ESL like this article states about our inclusion style of education nowadays: http://www.vancouversun.com/life/Shelley+Fralic+trouble+with+schools/10203596/story.html I am honored to be teaching and like my job, but it does get exhausting especially since I need two or three jobs to pay the mortgage that I now no longer have.. back to renting since it all I can afford in this city that has become so expensive. And many don't realize that it is very very difficult to get to full time work as a teacher here. There was a formula that made it take about 10 years to get to f/t (now finally changed). I have been without pay for 3 months, and now had to finally rent a place in anticipation of returning to work, so I have to vote "yes", but please keep the comments coming for what alternatives we have. Maybe we have to just educate the public in a better way than picketing; maybe get out and walk around malls and talk to people and hand out pamphlets on how this liberal government is hurting this. Most Asians (probably just the new who are from such a different system) are already against the teachers since they do not seem to understand what is going on. http://www.vancouversun.com/Business/asia-pacific/Chuck+Chiang+Many+Asian+families+place+blame/10202757/story.htmlReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:17 PM First of all, myn thoughts are with you! I think your ideas about using different strategies is smart. Picketing is not a very good strategy to let people know about things. I think using the membership to flood media comment sections would be more effective. Going to talk to the public might be a good idea along with this, I think. Phone the BCTF and ask for support.Delete Reply Marsha HolleySeptember 17, 2014 at 1:36 PM A teachers wife Vote no you have come to far to back down. It is a -----Y DEAL. ReplyDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:45 PM Ask yourself WHY teachers cannot get 1/2 of the average increase in salary of the private sector? (The Libs will tell you because there are sooooooo many teachers, but I also hear that there are provinces where there is a need for teachers!) TORONTO - A new study says that Canadians, on average, can expect about the same size salary increase next year as in 2014. Human resources consultants Pal Benefits says a survey of 401 organizations, mainly in Ontario, Alberta and British Columbia, projected salary increase for 2015 at an average of 2.79 per cent. That was almost unchanged from the 2.74 per cent average increase projected in last year's survey. Meanwhile, in addition to the average salary increase remaining relatively steady year over year, the survey found that the percentage of employers who plan to freeze salaries appears to have stabilized at eight per cent —in the same percentages as was projected in 2014. Breaking down the numbers further, the survey found the average salary increase anticipated in the engineering, financial services and high technology sectors was three per cent. That compared with an average of 2.5 per cent on the low end for organizations in durable manufacturing. https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.htmlReplyDelete "Mama Rose"September 17, 2014 at 9:12 PM I used to agree with you, Tara, and appreciate you bringing these items to your blog to get us all thinking. But after a very long night and day of research and discussion, I realize I will be voting yes tomorrow. Here is why: I don't care about salary or benefit increases. That is not why I went on strike. I don't care if this tentative deal is not good for teachers. That's not why I went on strike either. For me, the single most important issue is class size and composition. I want to work in a classroom where I have enough time and resources available to me to adequately help all the students I teach. And while it is true that this tentative deal will not change anything in the classrooms right now (or at least most of our classrooms), I realized that we couldn't actually make changes in that area because the issues of cs and c is before the courts. When I made that connection and realized that this round of bargaining was really about a "good enough" agreement regarding wages, then the deal seems, well... good enough. BUT, the best part, is the language the BCTF legal team made around the furture court decision (the re-opener). They have it in writing that if we win the court case (which is likely) and when we have to start bargaining class size and comp again (that is exactly what Justice Susan Griffin said we would have to do) we will be STARTING from the 2002 levels. To make this simple to understand, I explained it to my friends using a number line. With this new language, the BCTF starts the next round of bargaining at say a 50. The government will want us to go to 10 or 15, and we'll compromise and end up maybe 25. But WITHOUT that language, we would have started bargaining at a 10 and only gone down from there. So I do believe it is the best deal possible, it still factors in the biggest issue (from my perspective), we do not lose the important gains of the past, and most importantly, everyone gets to go back to school.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 PM Mam Rose, I appreciate your point of view and your courage. However, let me point out to you and the readers that a decision at the BC supreme court might not turn out the way teachers anticipate. We all know that judges are appointed and who does the appointing? "All justices of the BCSC (including the position of Chief Justice and Associate Chief Justice) are appointed by the federal cabinet, on recommendation of the Minister of Justice. Masters are appointed by the provincial cabinet, on recommendation of the Attorney General in consultation with the Chief Justice." (Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Supreme_Court_of_British_Columbia) Now, I would like to think that all of those people are objective, but they are appointed and we know that there are political appointments. They have a lot of discretion over the laws and judgments. I am willing to bet that the BC Liberals do know this and are betitng the farm (or do they know something we don't know) that the Supreme Courts are stacked against teachers? So, I am not sure if we can count on a WIN if we proceed with the court ruling. I think we would be better to negotiate and negotiate a better deal.Delete Reply retaSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:57 AM Yes...no...yes...no...The last two days have been this. I’ve read so many articles and comments over the past few months and, I can say, I have learned a lot. I know this is not a great deal for teachers right now. I will be voting yes. This is why… 1. The children. Without going into the multiple issues (e.g., grad, post secondary, trades, sports, global education/trips, planned activities, those with varying degrees of special needs, those that need a soft place to land, etc., etc.) the children need to get on with their education. 2. The parents. For many parents, this strike is a financial burden. We do not like to be called baby sitters, but for many living below the poverty line, school is a financial relief. Winter is coming; gas bills will be expensive. 3. Poverty. Remember, BC has the highest child poverty rate in Canada. Schools feed and clothe numerous children. 4. The other systems educators work collaboratively with. MFCD, CYMH, foster parents, group homes, and the multitude of non-profit agencies that support vulnerable children and families are bursting at the seams. We are a part of that team. 5. CUPE. While some have been paid during this strike, that money is coming from districts. It was not provided by the government. And, CUPE is a partner in education - from the bus drivers to the tech dept to custodians to secretaries to EAs and so on. 6. Small Businesses. In our little towns, the school district is the number one employer. There is a direct cause-effect relationship between loss of wage and loss of business. 7. Money. The amount of money that is needed to reverse the erosion of the public education system over numerous years cannot be recouped in one sitting. This agreement is a start. It’s not much but the stage has been set. 8. THE COURT CASE. That is why we were on strike. All the other stuff could have been resolved months ago, but our government was working hard to make the court case go away. Well, it still exists. I consider that the victory. We live to fight another day (as rhetorical as that sounds) AND I hope people actually read the ruling and think critically about how a loss could impact the future of the Charter of Rights, and the power of government to contravene those rights. I am guessing we will vote to ratify as so many fear “what’s next?” from this government. It’s nasty business, and I think legislation would be next. VALUING PUBLIC EDUCATION needs to come from a STRONG, CONSISTENT public voice. If we do ratify the agreement, and those in the profession and public think we've given up, we have not. We’ve been fighting for years. We just haven’t been heard… until now. ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:21 AM I understand your point of view, but sometimes you have to fight to get what you want. This is a VERY bad deal, considering: Other people get on average 2.5% salary increases last year and this year and the next and the rest of us get 1% and must feel happy if we do.? (https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html) THIS DEAL is a horrendously BAD deal for kids/parents as well, of course. We are going to continue to be humiliated and be the laughing stock of many people of this province. After a decade of paycuts, WOW, this is what they are willing to offer! WOW! WOW! WOW!Delete Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:30 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Reply Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:37 PM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:08 PM Let's cross our fingers! I think we need a general strike by all unions if CC legislates teachers back. It is time to put the foot down and tell her and the Liberals that, as in the movie Network,"I am mad as hell and I won't take it anymore!"Delete Reply Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 8:26 PM Needs help on some stats for an online debate Looking for the last 10 or 15 years of contractual salary increases in %. So, 1% for 2001, 0% for 2002,...ReplyDelete Children FirstSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:00 PM Well it's all done now. Really hope the teacher's can find another angle to deal with class size and composition as well as student funding. The government will make sure the coming court case never swings your way no matter what. 2nd most expensive place to live in the the world!!! Wonder why and where the money goes??? ReplyDelete AnonSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 PM I'm an outsider, but have followed closely this whole fiasco and this is a RAW deal. Your union hung you out to dry on this one - taking a really bad deal (clearly no one from the BCTF had rudimentary math skills in their toolbox) and then publicly encouraging to the media that teachers accept the deal....what choice did you have - a no vote would have outraged the public. I could go on and on, but the bottom line, in my opinion, is that your union better get some stronger leaders who are PR and technology savvy. Out with Iker and the rest of those who bargained on your behalf - they just got ......well , we know that happened. Whew, can't even believe how screwed you got, absolutely amazing - nothing meaningful gained in the big picture and only very minor gains for a small group of people, bigger losses for the majority.. Wow - I better stop now. Best of luck. Thanks for all you do for our children. ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ▼  September (9) Reflections on the BC Teacher Strike BC Teacher strike - Lessons learned Response to Sandy Garossino Will the Education Fund improve classroom conditio... Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Class composition: a human rights perspective Class size and composition - a short visual histor... Guest post - I WILL HOLD THE LINE Teachers - let your leadership know it is time to ... ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "#FunFriday Fact: #BC has the highest small business employment in Canada. October is Small Business Month! Check out: http://t.co/20bcLmlvFP" @bcliberals - 03:55pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13102&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 1998 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 11, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 1998 Dorsey award completes adult educators’ contract by Janet Amsden The BCTF was successful in winning salary parity for adult educators in the new provincial collective agreement, but BCPSEA frustrated the attempt to gain full inclusion for adult educators in the Surrey, Maple Ridge, Delta, Lake Cowichan, and Kimberly local agreements. Although adult educators are included in 35 local agreements, BCPSEA resisted BCTF attempts to gain rights for the adult educators, forcing the issues to arbitration. Arbitrator James Dorsey issued his interest arbitration award covering 175 adult educators on September 29, 1998. The award deals with 61 issues left outstanding when adult educators were merged with teachers in the five districts. Concurrent with the arbitration hearings, the BCTF and BCPSEA established a side table to deal with less contentious matters. The side table decisions, along with Dorsey’s award, now form the new collective agreements for the adult educators. Dorsey considered the five groups separately and awarded different provisions to each group. Common to most is the definition of a regular work year as 1,000 hours of instruction. Adult educators are guaranteed seniority rights and posting, filling, and transfer language although some will not become fully realized until July 1, 2000. James Burdon, an adult educator in Maple Ridge, is relieved that the arbitration is over. Burdon and other adult educators in the district joined the BCTF three years ago expecting to have the same rights and rewards as their colleagues teaching in high schools. Although the adult educators teach high school courses, they were frustrated with low wages, short-term contracts and no access to jobs in the K–12 system. Dorsey’s decision gives the Maple Ridge adult educators the same hiring priority as other temporary-contract employees in the bargaining unit and on July 1, 2000 they will have continuing-contract status. Surrey adult educator Lynda Toews is frustrated with the definition of the work year. “In Surrey the 1,000 hours does not include prep time or PD. I personally feel it’s a huge slap in the face to be told we don’t deserve professional development time. Also, we’re really unhappy about the provision that student evaluations can be used to assess teachers. “There are some improvements though. Our benefit sharing arrangement is better and we now have the right to job-share. But we don’t have parity.” The BCTF had advocated full inclusion in existing local collective agreements for the adult educators. While adult educators in the five districts have gained significant improvements, they do not have the rights of full inclusion in local agreements that are enjoyed in 35 other districts. BCTF Second Vice-president Linda Watson said, “While we did not achieve everything we wanted in four of these five districts, major gains were realized. Teachers in adult education will have parity in salary and many fundamental employment rights that they were lacking before. Seniority will be recognized, there will be fair provisions for posting and filling, and there will be job security through continuing contracts. “Our colleagues in adult ed finally have the professional recognition that they deserve, and real collective agreements that are far superior to the conditions they had in the past. In future bargaining rounds, we will work hard again to improve on the areas where this award fell short, so that all our colleagues will have parity around the province.” Janet Amsden is as assistant director in the BCTF’s Organization Support Division.)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Foster parents are ordinary people engaged in extraordinary acts of kindness. Join the team! http://t.co/6jUkcsOp6V" @Teresa_Wat - 04:31pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=18288,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 6, April 2009  Staying vigilant on social justice issues By Glen Hansman Many argue that teacher unions in the United States have been, and continue to be, deep disappointments, and not only to teachers, for whom they have, in general, failed to win adequate working conditions, including adequate salaries and appropriate class sizes. By focusing on “traditional union issues” such as salaries, the argument goes, American teachers’ unions have ignored pressing professional concerns such as discretion over curriculum content and the means by which its study is assessed, have failed to mobilize America’s teachers, and failed to persuade the American public that quality public education is worth paying for. Additionally, few American teacher unions emphasize social justice work—focusing instead on improving the “quality” of the teaching profession, and only secondarily (or not at all) on the inequities in schools and in society. In contrast, the struggle for social justice is a common theme among Canadian teacher unions—particularly the BCTF. This is something we should be proud of, but also be vigilant about. As an organization, we are less likely to endorse aspects of so-called “professional unionism” (such as peer review and high-stakes accountability based on standardized test scores), focusing instead on educational quality issues (such as professional development, class-size limits, support for students with special needs, and the strengthening of these by including them in collective agreements). Our emphasis on education quality and advocacy of social justice leads us to resist some educational reforms, particularly standardized testing, on the basis of the inequities they exacerbate. The social justice model that we have fostered is linked to a tradition that views unions as part of a broad movement for social change and progress, calling for participatory union membership, education reform based on serving all children, collaboration with parents and community organizations, and a concern for broader issues of equity throughout society. We are the most vocal in endorsing a political platform of social justice, promoting curriculum and sometimes using legal resources to combat racism, poverty, gender bias, and homophobia. That does not mean that our record on diversity issues is as good as it could be, and it does not mean that there isn’t still work to do. Implementation in every school district of the Employment Equity for Aboriginal Educators’ language is happening much too slowly, as is the implementation of the provincial codes of conduct standards that are designed to link the BC Human Rights Code to every classroom. Many of the gains that women have made over the years are beginning to be eroded, and many of our students and colleagues are living below the poverty line. We still need to look to the margins to make space for the voices that are being ignored. At no point should we de-emphasize our social justice initiatives or soften our resistance against conservative agendas that undermine teaching and public education. We need to keep working together to keep social justice a priority in our union. Glen Hansman, president, Vancouver Elementary Teachers’ Association. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=31635,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2014 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 26, Number 4, Jan./Feb. 2014   Are you a new teacher? This page is for you  by Teri Mooring   New teachers often face challenges that many of their predecessors did not. They are entering the profession more than a decade after class size, teacher ratios, and composition language was stripped from collective agreements, making workloads substantially more difficult. Without a doubt, teaching is now more complex with fewer supports for both teachers and students. I recently had the opportunity to discuss these issues with a number of new teachers and with teacher-mentors. They generously shared insights about their experiences as new members. I compiled the following list of supports and services to address the concerns and needs they identified. Induction ceremonies are designed to officially welcome new members to the union. New teachers receive the BCTF Code of Ethics and a complimentary provincial specialist association membership.   The “New Teachers’ Workshop,” an introduction to the local union and the BCTF is often booked in conjunction with induction ceremonies. Some of the topics explored are the collective agreement, positive professional relationships, professional issues, the work of the union, and the importance of active participation by new members.   The New Teacher Mentoring Project is a joint program between the BCTF, UBC, BC School Superintendents’ Association, and the Ministry of Education. The project seeks to provide local, coherent, research–based, and sustainable systems of support for teachers in their early years. The BCTF is working on expanding this program throughout the province.   The New Teachers’ Conference is held every spring for pre-service teachers and members in their first five years of teaching. See ad, page 5.   Provincial Specialist Associations (PSAs) provide a space for members to exchange ideas about research, teaching strategies, and professional curriculum development. By joining PSAs, new teachers gain opportunities to collaborate and share their expertise in specific areas of interest. These 32 PSAs hold annual conferences, produce publications, and respond to issues to provide services to colleagues and students.   “The Practice of Teaching: A handbook for new teachers and TTOCs” is a comprehensive resource outlining everything from BCTF governance to classroom management, student reporting, practical classroom tips, and much more. A mobile version will be available this spring.   BCTF grants are available for locals to provide mentorship and training opportunities for members to undertake leadership roles and become involved in BCTF-related activities. Additionally, eight $500 grants are provided to a PSA, a local, or a zone conference that includes a signifi­cant component for new teachers and teachers teaching on call.   BCTF Provincial advisory committees are issue-based committees that provide excellent leadership opportunities for teachers from across the province. Teachers teaching on call, the committee for action on social justice, and Aboriginal education are examples of some advisory committees. The provincial TTOC committee also provides support to local TTOC contacts.   Peer Support and Peer Mediation are two separate programs designed to provide support to members. Peer support assists members with their teaching practice while peer mediation helps teachers undergoing member-to-member conflict resolve this conflict. These services are provided by highly skilled and experienced teachers.   BCTF website and social media. The website is a rich source of information on numerous topics. A Professional Learning Portal is currently under development and will house resources and provide discussion forums regarding the new government curriculum. Additionally, we encourage you to follow and contribute to the discussions on Facebook and Twitter. For more information about these opportunities and services, contact your local union office, and explore the bctf.ca website. _______________ Teri Mooring is BCTF Second Vice-President   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "#FunFriday Fact: #BC has the highest small business employment in Canada. October is Small Business Month! Check out: http://t.co/20bcLmlvFP" @bcliberals - 03:55pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7102,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 1, September 2005 Achievement focus counter-productive by Nancy Knickerbocker "I want to impress upon you the urgency of what we face. B.C., like other provinces and states, is facing an educational emergency. It is created and exacerbated by strategies and policies used allegedly to improve education. We need to help parents understand that it is an emergency." This was the call to action from Boston academic and author Alfie Kohn, in his keynote speech to the more than 600 delegates at the BCTF summer conference, held in August at UBC. Author of 10 books on education, parenting, and human behavior, Kohn’s work has been translated into 10 languages. Among his titles are The Schools Our Children Deserve (1999) and The Case Against Standardized Testing (2000). Unconditional Parenting is his latest. (Read more about his work at www.alfiekohn.org. Kohn quipped that U.S. President George Bush’s infamous "No Child Left Behind" legislation ought to be called the "Many Children Left Behind Act." Unfortunately though, Canadians are importing destructive policies from south of the border. "If my goal were to undermine democratic public education, I’d do exactly what this provincial government is doing," he said, pointing to the B.C. Liberals‚ mantra of "It’s all about achievement." Kohn said there are five fatal flaws to the "tougher standards movement," also known as the "accountability agenda." It gets motivation wrong. It gets teaching and learning wrong. It gets evaluation wrong. It gets school reform wrong. It gets improvement wrong. Kohn said that the idea that achievement is all that matters might sound good, but it flies in the face of growing evidence in educational psychology that reveals a big difference between real learning and test performance. "I believe excellence is important, and I want to see kids learning well," he said, "but when kids are too focused on how they’re doing rather than what they’re learning, bad things happen." Kohn said that overemphasizing achievement ignores the factors that motivate students to authentic learning. There are negative consequences for kids: They become less interested in learning for its own sake. They become preoccupied with their abilities. They prefer easy tasks and quick completion. They are devastated by failure. Their quality of learning suffers. "Research shows that when kids get too focused on achievement, paradoxically achievement declines when measured by deep understanding," Kohn said. The second fatal flaw of the tougher standards movement is that it gets teaching and learning wrong, Kohn said. It reduces teaching to mere transmission of a "bunch o’ facts" to students who are reduced to "passive receptacles." He noted that B.C.’s highly prescriptive curriculum is "based on a coverage model" that requires teachers to cover everything, rather than allowing students to discover what they want to learn. "Thinking is messy, and deep thinking is really messy," Kohn said. "Your curriculum is nothing if not orderly." The third fatal flaw of the accountability agenda is that it gets evaluation wrong. Raising test scores can mean ruining our schools, in Kohn’s view. He questioned why the B.C. Ministry of Education is uncritically using standardized test scores as its measure of success. "Don’t let anyone tell you that standardized tests don’t provide accurate measures," he said. "In fact, they are exquisitely accurate measures of the size of the houses near a school." Kohn asked the assembled teachers: "How many of you know students who are gifted deep thinkers, yet they don’t do well on standardized tests?" Many hands went up. "And how many of you know students who are relatively shallow thinkers who excel on standardized tests?" Again, many hands went up. Indeed, he said, research shows that high test scores correlate to shallow thinking at elementary, middle, and secondary school levels. The fourth fatal flaw is that the accountability agenda promotes a wrong-headed direction for school reform, Kohn said. "Accountability is just a code word for more control over the classrooms by people who are not in the classrooms. It has the same effect on learning as the noose has on breathing." Kohn observed that, "the B.C. government’s [education] policy is predicated on intolerance for disagreement." The question is whether governments choose to work with those in schools, or try to compel them to work a certain way. Teachers generally want to improve education and do not oppose the impetus for change in schools. "People don’t resist change. They resist being changed," he said. Reporting out of test results to rank schools, as the Fraser Institute does in several provinces including B.C., is unethical because it "invites misleading comparisons," Kohn said. He invited audience members to rally together under the banner of "Fighting Reactionary and Stupid Educational Ranking, or FRASER." The fifth fatal flaw, of the accountability agenda, is that it gets improvement wrong. "Harder isn’t always better," Kohn said, declaring that notion "a simplistic conflation of quality and difficulty." He decried the "sorting machine" model, in which school systems are designed to separate winners from losers. "It’s all about competition, not co-operation. It’s about rivalry in the marketplace, and making sure that some people always fail." So, what do we do about all of this? "We fight," Kohn said. "That’s what we do." He urged teachers to assert policies that deal with quality of their working lives and the quality of education children receive. He encouraged them to inform parents that they and their kids have the right to opt out of standardized tests. And he suggested they try to make every education minister’s worst fear come true—"What if we gave a test and nobody came?" Kohn pointed out several hopeful signs that Canadians do not support the accountability agenda. Canadians (83%) believe testing should be used to evaluate and improve learning, not rank children. By a two to one margin, Canadians favour teachers’ evaluations of their children’s learning to standardized tests. Parent advisory committees are starting to resist testing. Five Vancouver schools rejected Fraser Institute awards last year. Kohn challenged teachers to act on their professional concerns about standardized testing and other impediments to quality teaching. "What are you doing to show you are serious in your opposition? How are you trying to minimize the damage? How will you make long-term change?" Nancy Knickerbocker is the BCTF’s media-relations officer. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewTeachers.aspx?id=31829,BCTF > Establishing a positive environment  	New teachers  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers Aboriginal Education  Bargaining & Collective Agreements  Français  Health & Safety  New Teachers  Opportunities for Members  Pensions Professional Development  Professional Rights & Responsibility  Provincial Specialist Associations  Salary & Benefits  Teachers Teaching On Call  Teaching Resources  For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > New Teachers > New Teachers' Handbook > Table of Contents   Establishing a positive environment  Building students’ self-esteem  Self-esteem is how people feel about themselves. It’s their perception of self-worth. Students with positive self-esteem feel good about themselves. If students do not value themselves, they will present themselves to others as negative. Ultimately, one’s sense of worth shows up everywhere. There is a correlation between academic achievement and self-esteem. You can foster self-esteem, and you can make a difference. You can promote a feeling within a child of being lovable and capable. You can create a safe and accepting environment where each child feels free to grow and change. As you begin to shape a child’s self-esteem, you also nurture your own. It is important to consider how classroom organization and routines can build self-esteem. Tips for fostering self-esteem  acknowledge positive qualities be non-judgmental, and accept students as they are demonstrate appropriate ways of releasing anger develop skills to help a child feel better about herself/himself emphasize what each child knows encourage positively; say, “You can succeed.” give students choices inform parents/guardians about student growth keep boundaries that allow give and take listen reflectively and genuinely give support for growth and change participate, facilitate, and share feelings provide a safe classroom—minimum risk fosters openness and honesty provide acceptance teach self-awareness provide undivided recognition reaffirm a child’s existence with a compliment or an acknowledgment respect others’ feelings see the uniqueness of each student separate the action from the person structure opportunities for success use humour, but not at the expense of students use “I messages” such as “Heather, I hear exciting events in your story.” validate feelings.  Encouraging students  Not all students react to praise the same way. Your objective in using praise is to get students to develop an internal focus of control to improve behaviour and academic achievement. Here are some suggested uses of praise: At times, give praise privately to avoid competition, embarrassment, or “teacher’s pet” syndrome. Be careful not to compare one student with another: “You have almost caught up to Karen.” Don’t minimize a student’s success: “Your math assignment must have been easy, you finished so quickly.” Draw the student’s attention to her or his effort and ability: “You learned those 10 addition facts quickly. You must have spent a lot of time practicing.” Give praise for desired behaviour, and define the behaviour: “Thank you for picking up the paper. You really helped the class save time.” Praise needs to be genuine and matched by your body language. Vary your praise, and be creative. Don’t simply say: “great,” “fine,” “wonderful.” Be specific with praise. Homework tips  There is a difference between homework and home study. Even though a student may not always have homework, she or he should be encouraged to do home study and to develop study habits. Some schools have homework policies. Familiarize yourself with these. Do  be aware of the resources that are, or are not, available in students’ homes in order to complete the assignment. give feedback and acknowledgment on completion of homework. have a homework policy, and communicate it to students and parents/guardians. hold students responsible for completion of homework, but be sensitive to outside obligations. make sure students know objectives of the assignments. Don’t  assign homework every night. Check your school policy. assign homework just because a parent requests it. give 25 problems if 5 will accomplish the objective (more is not always better). give homework as punishment. make unrealistic demands on students’ time. use homework as busy work. About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/bc-young-liberals/gtm.js,Page not found | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate July 2, 2014 Vancouver Leader’s Dinner This year’s Vancouver Leader’s Dinner not only saw the biggest turnout ever but also a speech that reassured the room of our commitment to building a better British Columbia. Join the Party bcliberals last tweet "#FunFriday Fact: #BC has the highest small business employment in Canada. October is Small Business Month! Check out: http://t.co/20bcLmlvFP" @bcliberals - 03:55pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Christy Clark Follow Featured Articles Sep 19BCTF Members Ratify Agreement Sep 17Education Update: A Message from Premier Christy Clark Sep 4Frequently Asked Questions Upcoming Events Oct 3Tri-Cities Fundraiser Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141007,www.huffingtonpost.ca,http://www.huffingtonpost.ca/2014/10/06/missing-link-sausage-recall_n_5930812.html,Missing Link Sausage Recall View mobile site October 7, 2014 Huffpost Canada Alberta ca Edition: ca Show/Hide Brasil BR Canada CA Deutschland DE España ES France FR Italia IT 日本 (Japan) JP 한국 (Korea) KR Maghreb MG United Kingdom UK United States US Region: AB Show/Hide All Canada Alberta British Columbia Québec (en français) Follow Newsletters Get Canada AlbertaNewsletters Email address Enter Email Address Huffington Post Search Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search iOS app Android app More Log in Create Account Notifications 0 $USERNAME Profile Settings Logout FRONT PAGE Politics Ford Still Doesn't Understand Racism 51 Kenney Posts Photos Of Iraqi Children To Make Case For ISIL Airstrikes 91 Clinton: Canadian Help In ISIL Fight 'Indispensable' 44 Unvetted Judge Joins Supreme Court 42 Canada Sends Advance Team To Middle East 109 Go to Politics More in Politics The Pulse Stephen Harper You Might Also Like US Politics UK Politics Business Porn Company Has A Raunchy Deal For Air Canada Pilots 3 Sun News Just Lost Its Main Source Of Content; What Now? 48 Canadian Cities Surprisingly Unpopular Destinations For Workers 0 This Is How You Rack Up U.S. Roaming Charges While In Canada 14 Look What China Might Actually Build 47 Go to Business More in Business Small Business Money You Might Also Like Tech TechCrunch Autoblog WorldPost Spanish Nurse First To Contract Ebola Outside West Africa 518 It's Been 3 Weeks Since Anyone's Seen Kim And Rumors Are Swirling 91 3 New Findings On ISIS Weapons That You Should Know About 0 Kurds Face Massacre In Syrian Border Town As Turkey Just Watches 334 American Held Hostage By ISIS: 'I Am Obviously Pretty Scared To Die' 70 Go to WorldPost More in WorldPost Foreign Affairs World Elections Arab Uprising Afghanistan War Syria Crisis You Might Also Like Travel Impact Living 100 Pumpkin Carvings That Will Inspire You 0 Fried Maple Leaves Are A Delicacy In Japan, And We're Jealous 6 WATCH: HuffPost Readers School Us On Toronto's Real Must-Eats 2 Toronto Dubbed Fourth Most Livable City In The World 0 33 Signs You Live In Liberty Village 1 Go to Living You Might Also Like Healthy Living Food Recipes Divorce Women Parentdish Green Post50 Weddings Style Best Halloween Costumes For Men And Women 0 Most Offensive Products In Retail 3 Canadian Model Coco Rocha Is Pregnant! 4 LOOK: Matthew McConaughey Wears 'Dazed And Confused' T-Shirt 1 Go to Style More in Style Beauty Fashion Celeb Style Entertaining and Etiquette Stylelist Canada Wedding Style Home Style You Might Also Like Style (U.S.) Weddings Stylelist Canada Entertainment Kris Jenner Opens Up About The Late Robert Kardashian 6 Blake Lively Is Pregnant! 30 Mariah Carey Proves She's Not Lip-Synching 42 Is This Where George Clooney And Amal Alamuddin Honeymooned? 7 Pregnant Kelly Rowland Poses Topless In Black And White Photo Shoot 2 Go to Entertainment You Might Also Like Music Celebrity TV Moviefone Arts The Glamorous History Of Pin-Up Like You've Never Seen It Before 3 1 Here Are A Bunch Of F*cking Delightful Artsy Cat Photos. You're Welcome. 3 This Is What It Really Looks Like To Be A Modern Day Nun 8 New Animation-Inspired Art Show Will Make You Yearn For Saturday Morning Cartoons 0 Go to Arts You Might Also Like Books Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Religion Alberta 20 Puppies Found Abandoned In Field 6 Anti-Abortion Postcard Targets Tory MP.. Again 26 Mystery 'GPO Girl' Turns Up In Calgary 0 Jim Prentice: Time A Critical Factor In Alberta Worker Shortage 12 Go to Alberta More in Alberta Alberta Politics Alberta Business Alison Redford Calgary Edmonton British Columbia B.C. Teen Killed By Train Was Wearing Headphones, Texting: RCMP 13 Anthem Singer's Fall Is Lesson In Showmanship 3 Pastafarian Loses B.C. Driver's Licence Over Holy Colander 0 Elderly Asian Women Attacked In Vancouver 0 Lawyers Of Convicted Surrey Six Gangsters Want Mistrial 3 Go to British Columbia More in British Columbia B.C. Politics B.C. Business Christy Clark Vancouver All Sections News Canada Politics Canada Business US Politics US Business World Media Sports Education Crime Weird News Good News Daily Finance Entertainment Entertainment Music TV Celebrity Comedy Arts Books Moviefone Life & Style Living Style Home Healthy Living Taste Weddings Travel Parents Divorce HuffPost 50 Marlo Thomas OWN Tech & Science Tech Science Green Techcrunch Engadget TUAW Joystiq Voices Impact Women Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Religion College Teen Local Quebec (French) Calgary Montreal Ottawa Toronto Vancouver Winnipeg Mapquest Patch.com Our Mobile Apps: iPhone iPad HuffPost Live iPad Android Phone Android Tablet Alberta Alberta Politics Alberta Business Alison Redford Calgary Edmonton Mystery 'GPO Girl' Turns Up In Calgary 2014-10-06 17:26:49 20 Puppies Found Abandoned In Field 2014-10-06 13:07:51 Anti-Abortion Postcard Targets Tory MP.. Again 2014-10-06 15:12:08 Dozens Of Dead Cats Found, Another 62 Euthanized 2014-10-07 13:01:57 LOOK: The Biggest And Best Companies To Work For In Alberta 2014-10-04 10:28:00 3 Dead In Rural Alberta Shooting 2014-10-03 14:18:20 Prentice Promises To Do Better By First Nations 2014-10-06 13:30:07 No Drinks For You, Cardston 2014-10-07 00:10:49 Mom Desperately Seeking Stem Cell Match 2014-10-02 13:27:50 Jim Prentice: Time A Critical Factor In Alberta Worker Shortage 2014-10-05 10:55:57 100 Years After Ban, Small Town Votes On Liquor Sales 2014-10-06 04:00:11 Construction Worker Hit By Semi On Highway 63 2014-10-07 08:35:49 Man Who Shot Gas Station Clerk In Face Sentenced 2014-10-06 15:10:47 These Benches = A Delightful Calgary Mystery 2014-10-03 13:00:27 Previous Story Next Story Missing Link Sausage Recall CP  | By The Canadian Press Posted: 10/04/2014 1:52 am EDT Updated: 10/06/2014 12:59 pm EDT Brian Jackson via Getty Images Share Tweet Email Comment tumblr reddit CALGARY - E-coli concerns have lead to a food recall in Alberta. Missing Link Extraordinary Sausage is recalling frozen, raw, ground chicken products. They’re recalling the Garlic, Garlic and More Garlic Chicken Sausage in the 227 and 454 gram packages as well as In the Raw Chicken Sausage in the 454 gram size and the 340 gram chicken burgers. The products were sold between July 14 and Oct 3. Recalled products should be thrown out or returned to the store where they were purchased. (CFFR) Also on HuffPost: Close  Sausage Recipes of   Get the Chicken Gumbo with Andouille Sausage recipe by Simply Recipes Get the Homemade Sausage Lasagna recipe by A Spicy Perspective Get the Sausage Cheese Dip recipe by Bev Cooks Get the Spicy Pork Stew with Chickpeas and Sausage recipe by Simply Recipes Get the Chiocciole with Rapini and Hot Italian Sausage recipe by bloggingoverthyme via Food52 Get the Andouille Blue Cheese Sliders recipe by A Spicy Perspective Get the Mushroom-Sausage Ragù recipe Get the Sausage-and-Pepper Heros recipe Get the Sausage, Peppers, and Onions recipe by Simply Recipes Get the Classic English Toad-in-the-Hole recipe by Simply Recipes Get the Italian-Sausage Burgers with Garlicky Spinach recipe Get the Lentil and Sausage Soup with Kale recipe by merrill via Food52 Get the Savory Sausage Breakfast Cake recipe by TheRunawaySpoon via Food52 Get the Creamy Cajun Sausage Ravioli recipe by Bev Cooks Get the Cassoulet-Style Italian Sausages and White Beans recipe by Steamy Kitchen Get the Cajun Mac and Cheese recipe by Pass the Sushi Get the Classic Stromboli recipe by A Spicy Perspective Get the Sausage Mixed Grill recipe Get the Fennel and Sausage Risotto recipe Get the Sausage, Fennel and Asparagus Pizza recipe by Bev Cooks Get the Pasta Salad with Grilled Sausages and Peppers recipe Get the White Beans & Orange-Glazed Sausages recipe Get the Creamy Rigatoni with Tomatoes and Sausage recipe by Bev Cooks Get the Sausage with Many Peppers recipe Get the Sausage-and-Bread Stuffing recipe Get the New Potatoes with Onions and Sausage recipe by Bev Cooks Get the Brussels Sprouts Chinese Sausage recipe by Steamy Kitchen Get the Polenta Sausage Mozzarella Casserole recipe by Simply Recipes Get the Tomato, Sausage and Spinach Risotto recipe by Bev Cooks  Share  Tweet  ✖ Advertisement Share this ✖ close Current Slide More: Cp Missing Link Sausage Recall Missing Link Recall Missing Link Sausage Missing Link Sausage Recall Products Products Included in Missing Link Sausage Recall Sausage Recall Missing Link Recall Alberta Living Suggest a correction Around the Web Food Recall Warning: Missing Link Extraordinary Sausage Brand ... Food Recall Warning: Missing Link Extraordinary Sausage Brand ... Missing Link Extraordinary Sausages recalled in AB due to e-coli ... Missing Link Extraordinary Sausage recall in Alberta linked to 4 illnesses Alberta sausage company issues recall of raw, frozen chicken products   Click here to view Conversations Conversations Most Popular 20 Puppies Found Abandoned In Field Battleford's Humane Society Anti-Abortion Postcard Targets Tory MP.. Again Mystery 'GPO Girl' Turns Up In Calgary Calgary Police Service LOOK: The Biggest And Best Companies To Work For In Alberta Hero Images via Getty Images Dozens Of Dead Cats Found, Another 62 Euthanized PhotoAlto/Odilon Dimier via Getty Images 3 Dead In Rural Alberta Shooting Rolf Hicker via Getty Images Framers Charged With Setting Devastating Condo Fire Photograph by Dann McKenzie- www.fineartphoto.ca via Getty Images Alberta Sausage Recall Brian Jackson via Getty Images Boars Going Hog Wild In Alberta Sylvain Cordier via Getty Images Missing Boy Found With Puppy By His Side Vicky Kasala via Getty Images No Drinks For You, Cardston Luca Francesco Giovanni Bertolli via Getty Images Jim Prentice: Time A Critical Factor In Alberta Worker Shortage CP Low Dollar Could Hurt High-Flying Albertans Blue Mountain Images via Getty Images 100 Years After Ban, Small Town Votes On Liquor Sales taketan via Getty Images Man Who Shot Gas Station Clerk In Face Sentenced Hemera Technologies via Getty Images Mom Desperately Seeking Stem Cell Match McLash Family These Benches = A Delightful Calgary Mystery Twitter: benchprojectyyc Prentice Promises To Do Better By First Nations howardpa58 | Flickr Construction Worker Hit By Semi On Highway 63 JannHuizenga via Getty Images Alberta Coal Mine Once Worth $1 Billion Sold For $2 L. LEFKOWITZ via Getty Images FOLLOW HUFFPOST Email Email Address Options HuffPost Daily Brief Alberta Get top stories and blog posts emailed to me each day.. Facebook HuffPost Alberta Twitter HuffPost Follow Alberta Follow Google Plus HuffPost Alberta RSS The Huffington Post Alberta All RSS / Feeds Phone Available on the App Store Android App on Google Play Get it at Blackberry App World Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search advertise log in make HuffPost your home page RSS careers FAQ user agreement privacy policy comment policy about us about our ads contact us Copyright ©2014 TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. "The Huffington Post" is a registered trademark of TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. All rights reserved. Part of HPMG News Use this form to alert a HuffPost editor about a factual or typographical error in this story. Notify message * Required * * * What kind of error is this? Choose an option Factual or typographical Comment moderation problem Rights and permissions Other * What is the correction? 0 count Describe the error here (1,000 character limit) * Type the words below so we know you are not a cyborg Sign me up for The Huffington Post's Daily Brief Thank you!)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewTeachers.aspx?id=31827,BCTF > Classroom management  	New teachers  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers Aboriginal Education  Bargaining & Collective Agreements  Français  Health & Safety  New Teachers  Opportunities for Members  Pensions Professional Development  Professional Rights & Responsibility  Provincial Specialist Associations  Salary & Benefits  Teachers Teaching On Call  Teaching Resources  For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > New Teachers > New Teachers' Handbook > Table of Contents   Classroom management  “Wondering how to maintain a positive classroom environment with minimal disruption can cause more anxiety for new teachers than any other aspect of their new career. Classroom management focuses on prevention and problem solving rather than on punishment. A secure, inviting classroom, along with purposeful activities and respect for the dignity of everyone, prevents most discipline problems. Your role as teacher is crucial in establishing an effective learning environment. Your objective is to instill inner self-control in students, not merely to exert your control over them. Set the tone of your classroom from the start by being firm and fair, friendly yet professional. When you are more confident of your ability to maintain order, you will be more relaxed and students will perceive you as a person who really cares. Students appreciate an orderly classroom. Without order in your classroom, very little learning will take place. Children are basically good and appropriate behaviour is a purposeful response to a need for power, freedom, love, and fun.” (Glasser) Discipline and good behaviour are learned, and they must be constantly reinforced. Guide your students to know what to do in all situations rather than punish misdeeds. Help your students understand that with rights come responsibilities. Encourage your students to be responsible for their learning and behaviour. When students make choices, they learn new skills and gain social awareness from the outcome of those decisions. What works  Involve students in forming rules and consequences. Tell students what you expect, provide a model for good behaviour, check for understanding, and allow for practice and follow-up. Don’t assume that students know how to act appropriately. They need to be taught and coached to manage their behaviour. Create a classroom environment that provides structure and support and reinforces positive behaviour. Set your standards high; be clear and realistic in your expectations. Classroom conflict is more likely to be reduced if you: are in the classroom when your students arrive. are organized and prepared. insist that everyone be treated with respect. seek student opinions. consider student feelings. listen to your students. maintain your sense of humour. assist students to make appropriate choices. teach students decision-making skills. encourage students to learn from their mistakes. use a quiet, friendly tone of voice. build on individual student’s strengths. provide tasks that enhance the self-esteem of all students. have a low-key, consistent, and matter-of-fact manner. enforce consistently the consequences adopted by the class. move around the classroom. use praise and positive reinforcement. What does not work  Even with the most tact and careful preparation, students will test you. Let them know that while you disapprove of their actions, you still value them. If you are going to show that you are angry, do it because you have decided it is appropriate, not because you are “out of control.” You should touch a student only in extreme circumstances such as imminent danger to yourself, other students, or the student in question and file a violent incident report immediately. Be aware of the legal rights and responsibilities of both teachers and students. If you have any concerns or questions, contact your school staff rep. Discipline problems may arise when a teacher: accepts excuses, bargains, or blames. acts hastily without knowing the implications of actions. offers “bribes/rewards” for behaviour. preaches, nags, criticizes, shouts, and threatens. punishes as a way to teach appropriate behaviour. punishes the whole class for the misdeeds of a few. rescues students rather than teaching problem-solving skills. uses put-downs, sarcasm, embarrassment, or humiliation. Dealing with power struggles  Power struggles can be difficult for beginning teachers. When this happens to you, try to: ignore the student’s attempt to engage you in a power struggle. describe to the student, in objective and explicit terms, the unacceptable behaviour. give a warning, emphasize the consequence, and then follow through. arrange for time out from the classroom. consult appropriate school personnel for advice. communicate with the parents to discuss a behaviour management plan. School policies and procedures  Be aware of school policies and procedures for the following: roll call, absentees, early dismissals tardy students bullying, intimidation damage to school property classroom guests putting away supplies and equipment dismissing the class make-up work cheating washroom routines lining up playground fire drills, earthquakes, and emergencies lunch and lunch time activities hall movement field trips. Setting standards  Give thought to setting standards, expectations, consequences, and procedures. Having the students participate in making classroom rules gives them a sense of ownership. Tips for rules  keep rules short, precise, and succinct to focus on specific behaviour limit yourself to six rules post rules with consequences, and send a copy home state rules in positive terms whenever possible teach rules add a new rule if a misbehaviour is repetitive when enforcing rules, preserve student dignity. Tips for consequences  be logical, clear, and specific have a range of alternatives use consequences, not punishment post consequence with the rule. Guidelines for effective classroom management  Three basics to remember:  Monitor student behaviour  Use an “active eye.” See what is going on. Don’t become preoccupied with someone or some- thing and ignore the rest of the class. In terms of discipline and effective teaching, one teacher on her or his feet is worth two in the seat. Be consistent  Have the same expectations of all students for appropriate behaviour. Your students should know that you will enforce rules consistently and apply an appropriate consequence. Your goal is to be fair, but that might mean not applying the identical consequence to all students. If one student frequently fails to return homework, you may apply a different consequence than you would to the student who forgets her/his homework for the first time. Knowing that you’ll be fair, but not equal, your students should understand that being equal is not always fair. To be consistent, be certain that the consequences you apply are reasonable and appropriate. Ensure that you have had a thorough classroom discussion on this so that students understand “the fair, but not equal” concept. Promptly manage inappropriate behaviour  For effective classroom management know that misbehaviour must be handled immediately or there is risk of a snowballing effect. To provide maximum time for learning and to reduce minor behaviour problems, you can employ strategies that deal with behaviour in the least amount of time, with the least disruption and the least negative feeling. Strategies  Proximity  While teaching, move about the room, pausing near potential “trouble spots.” Remaining behind your desk or seated in the front of the class encourages misbehavior in the less visible areas of the room. Pause  Continuous teacher talk may give students a noise screen for their own conversations. An occasional pause—just a few seconds of silence—brings an off-task student back in focus. Asking for a response  Hearing one’s name can be an attention-getter, even if one is not paying attention. Working an off-task student’s name into a question can often bring the student back into the lesson. Remembering the student’s dignity, say the student’s name first in order to allow her/him to hear the question to be answered. The purpose is to get the student back into the lesson, not to embarrass her/him. Active participation  Sometimes having the student respond to a question or become involved in an activity can eliminate the undesired behaviour. Asking for a show of hands, having students perform a physical activity, or having each student write a quick answer to a question can make all students accountable for an immediate response. Avoid lengthy teacher talk  Plan your lesson with a sequence of instruction, practice, and sharing. Praise desirable behaviour quietly  Thank a student quietly, and thank the class for getting their books out so quickly. This will often cue a student to her/his attention. Cueing  Change direction; for example, a group of chatting students may be quieted by announcing an impromptu quiz on the subject at hand. Humour  When all else fails, you might have to stop instruction to remind the class of appropriate behaviour. Keep it light. About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=27941,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 25, Number 1, September 2012   Education is a big winner in copyright changes  By Larry Kuehn   The copyright environment is suddenly much freer when it comes to using materials in education. A combination of a new law and Supreme Court of Canada decision changes the rules for teachers. The new copyright law has expanded dramatically the range of materials that can be copied and used for education without getting permission or paying fees. The “fair dealing” provisions are now closer to the wider permissions that teachers in the US have long had under “fair use” rules. These are some of the new education-related elements: The law expands “fair dealing” to include education, dramatically widening the materials that can be copied without permission or payments. As a matter of principle, both producers and users have rights that should be balanced, not primarily on either side. The Supreme Court decision provides that a teacher can copy for students material for research and private study. Justice Abella in the decision says: Teachers have no ulterior motive when providing copies to students. Nor can teachers be characterized as having the completely separate purpose of “instruction”; they are there to facilitate the students’ research and private study. It seems to me to be axiomatic that most students lack the expertise to find or request the materials required for their own research and private study, and rely on the guidance of their teachers. They study what they are told to study, and the teacher’s purpose in providing copies is to enable the students to have the material they need for the purpose of studying. The teacher/copier therefore shares a symbiotic purpose with the student/user who is engaging in research or private study. Instruction and research/ private study are, in the school context, tautological.   Further, Abella states: …photocopies made by a teacher and provided to primary and secondary school students are an essential element in the research and private study undertaken by those students. The fact that some copies were provided on request and others were not, did not change the significance of those copies for students engaged in research and private study.   Abella also refuses to limit “private study”: With respect, the word “private” in “private study” should not be understood as requiring users to view copyrighted works in splendid isolation. Studying and learning are essentially personal endeavours, whether they are engaged in with others or in solitude. By focusing on the geography of classroom instruction rather than on the concept of studying, the Board again artificially separated the teachers’ instruction from the students’ studying.  However, fair dealing does not give an unlimited right to copy, even for education—education ministries should produce information on fair dealing that clearly provides guidelines for teachers. The Court defined a new principle of technological neutrality, meaning that the same rules should apply for online and hard copies. Michael Geist describes the intent as “copyright law should not stand in the way of technological progress and potentially impede the opportunities for greater access afforded by the Internet through the imposition of additional fees or restrictive rules that create extra user costs.” Limits to the use of publicly available material on the internet are removed. Contents on millions of web sites can be used without permission or compensation. All created material—in print or online—has long automatically had a copyright without the need for the creator to claim it. To be clear legally, educational institutions needed to seek permission and sometimes pay fees to use web content. That is no longer a requirement. Public performances in schools are entitled to some new exceptions—that will reduce licensing costs for schools for music and drama productions. Two negatives for education in the new Copyright Act—digital locks and electronic disposal Despite extensive lobbying, the new act prohibits breaking digital locks. These are limits built into the software to stop access outside of a specified use. These locks are possible to break with other software—existing or to be developed when new locks are invented. The act makes it illegal to break these locks, even if the user has the legal right to the content. For example, content that could be used in education under the fair dealing provisions could not be used because it is behind a lock that is illegal to break. A huge campaign had dozens of organizations oppose the provisions, but corporate interests were successful in getting the Conservative government to leave those provisions in the new law. The other negative is a requirement that some digital course content, such as in online learning, must be destroyed within 30 days after the offering of the course is completed. This provision presumably applies to online material with a copyright and which is being used using the fair dealing education provisions. The wording of the Copyright Act is: 6) The educational institution and any person acting under its authority, except a student, shall (a) destroy any fixation of the lesson within 30 days after the day on which the students who are enrolled in the course to which the lesson relates have received their final course evaluations.  This is not just unclear (“fixation of the lesson”), but makes no sense from the practical perspective of courses that are offered more than once—requiring the teacher to start over every time the course is taught? Getting the word out The new rules require information for teachers about the practical implications. The ministry should undertake an information campaign such as the one carried out when the Access Copyright licensing was adopted. Because the new rules will allow copying without charge under rules similar to the current license with Access Copyright, the province should not renew the license as it is. The millions of dollars saved should be shifted to funding school libraries for the purchase of resources. The funds would still go to creators, but with access for students to more learning materials. Larry Kuehn, director, BCTF Research and Technology Division  Resources – Contact North publication, “The Perfect Storm: Canadian Copyright Law 2012.” contactnorth.ca/sites/default/files/pdf  – Michael Geist blog, www.michaelgeist.ca    Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=14698&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 20, Number 3, November/December 2007 The MSG/child obesity connection Almost everyone who reads or listens to the media knows that we have a child (and adult) obesity crisis in North Americathough Canada is not quite as bad as the US in this health crisis. The obesity epidemic is at the root of another crisisthe huge increase in Type 2 diabetes in children. Much attention has been rightly focussed on junk food in schools but we also know that it is very hard to get kids to switch to healthier foods if junk food is in any way accessible. But what most people dont know is why. And its not that sugar and fat tastes better than vegetables and fruit. The nasty little secret, known by food researchers since at least 1978, is that what really addicts kids to junk foods is not the natural taste. Its the MSG (monsosodium glutamate) that is added to virtually all junk foods. And to make matters worse, its not just traditional junk foods that are stuffed with this addictive chemical, it is a huge range of processed foods. There are two threats to children from this food additive; it is clinically addictive and it stimulates the pancreas to create more insulin, which in turn drives kids to eat even more. This latter discovery was first made in the late 1970s. But by now there have been literally hundreds of studies taking advantage of this discovery. How? Scientists using rats and mice in experiments often require obese animals for their tests. But rats and mice are not normally obese, so scientists inject the rodents at birth with MSG and presto! They have obese subjects. The MSG triples the amount of insulin the rats pancreas creates. If you doubt the connection, go to the National Library of Medicine, at www.pubmed.com and search under "MSG Obese" and check some of the 127 studies that come up. John Erb, formerly a researcher at the University of Waterloo in Ontario, documents the MSG story is his book The Slow Poisoning of America. The stuff is in everything, even in some of the coffees you buy at your favourite coffee shop; its even injected into turkeys. Its in Campbells soups, the Hostess Doritos, the Lays flavoured potato chips, Betty Crocker Hamburger Helper, Heinz canned gravy, Swanson frozen prepared meals, and Kraft salad dressings, with even more in the low-fat versions. It is in almost all canned, processed foods. Literally every fast-food joint uses MSG. And because it has nearly a dozen aliases, its not always easy to tell which foods contain it. Included in its other names are: natural flavouring, hydrolyzed vegetable protein, Accent, Aginomoto, autolyzed yeast extract, and natural meat tenderizer. In his book, In Bad Taste: The Msg Symptom Complex, Dr. George Schwartz identified new research as showing links between MSG and the dramatic rise in cases of asthma, ADHD, migraine, Parkinsons Disease, and heartbeat irregularities. Much of the concern about childhood obesity has focussed on the problems it will cause sufferers later on in life. But according to the University of Florida News, researchers at the University of Florida have discovered "a link between morbid obesity in toddlers and lower IQ scores, cognitive delays and brain lesions similar to those seen in Alzheimers disease patients." Dr. Daniel J. Driscoll, a University of Florida professor of molecular genetics and microbiology in the College of Medicine and the lead author of the study, stated: "...were postulating that early-onset morbid obesity and these metabolic, biochemical problems can also lead to cognitive impairment." Driscolls study compared normal-weight children and adults with children and adults who had become obese as toddlers "...for no known genetic reason..." and they found that patients with early-onset morbid obesity had an average IQ of 78 compared to the control group of normal-weight siblings average IQ of 106. Driscoll points out that the studies are preliminary and more are planned. Food processors, of course, know exactly what the impact of MSG is on the human body. The web site of the Glutamate industrymsgfacts.comboasts of the impact on food consumption in the elderly: "Studies have found that adding MSG to certain foods, such as soup and mashed potatoes, has been successful in increasing the food intake in institutionalized elderly populations." They dont mention its impact on the "food intake" of children. Oh, yes, and while the kids are eating MSG-laced junk foods they wash it down with diet soft drinks loaded with another taste enhancer, aspartame, which studies have shown also promotes obesity.  Murray Dobbin)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet "$1.5m to 20 post-sec institutions will help learners with disabilities get skills training for high-demand jobs http://t.co/pLowGGjJ8G" @amrikvirkbc - 09:03pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post "$1.5m to 20 post-sec institutions will help learners with disabilities get skills training for high-demand jobs ow.ly/CdCw8" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 2nd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=25063&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 4, January/February 2012   What’s the difference between a bureaucrat and a teacher?  By Starleigh Grass   The title sounds like the set up to a joke, right? Unfortunately there is no punchline. I’m mulling over a question posed to me by a community leader on educational transformation. When we teachers talk amongst ourselves provincially about educational change and its impact on teaching in the past 20 years we talk about increased administrative tasks, attempts to standardize curriculum, increased emphasis on standardized testing, and attempts to deskill the profession by giving us cookie-cutter programs to administer to the children. Last fall, while I was in the midst of assessment cycle mania, UBC Alumni Affairs called me up to ask what I did for a living. “I’m a teacher,”  I answered. “Can you describe your job to me?” the super-friendly person asked. “I teach,”  I said. “I know,” she said, “but I have to write a description. Can you describe your job?”  “Well, I interpret and follow policies; I plan and deliver curriculum; I administer provincial-, district-, and school-based programs; I collect assessment and evaluation data; I report assessment and evaluation data; I assess the assessment and evaluation data…”   After we got off the phone I found myself strangely disturbed by my own description of what teaching is. Anyhow, I had an opportunity to converse about school improvement, and I was politely evading the topic because I was trying to buy some time to think when the community leader brought up the phrase “too much bureaucracy” and suddenly I was like, “yes, that’s it!” In the current bargaining round I think that we need to communicate to the public the impact of ever-increasing bureaucratization on the teacher/learner relationship. In today’s educational environment in BC—where everything is about data data data and the people reading it don’t even know what a standard deviation is, and where the “accountability” agenda emphasizes programs and policies over people—in this environment we need the public to understand that fighting for professional autonomy and adequate resources is about ensuring that teachers are able to practice the art of teaching and focus on students. When people send their kids off to school, their dearest wish isn’t that bureaucrats will administer programs on their children so that the bureaucrats can assess their child’s cohort’s performance in order to decide whether or not the program is successful. While they might be slightly interested in where their child’s school fits in relation to other schools, chances are they are more interested in whether or not their child has received individualized instruction in order to grow as much as possible in the precious 10 months a year the child is in class. Professional autonomy and adequate resources are key pillars in supporting teachers to individualize instruction and support students as much as possible. Most parents hope that their child will find a caring, kind, compassionate person who will personalize instruction to meet the needs of their child. They want someone who will fill the child with curiosity, enthusiasm, and a love of learning. These are the ingredients that can create sustainable conditions for lifelong learning, and we can’t achieve them without professional autonomy and adequate resources. Hopefully we will be able to achieve these things in the upcoming round of bargaining without job action, but if we do have to have job action, these are things worth fighting for. There’s my rant.   Starleigh Grass, teacher on leave, Lillooet Secondary School—via blog: twinkleshappyplace.blogspot.com  )
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11058,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2002 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 14, Number 6, April 2002 Soul searching bargaining and beyond by Peggy Salaberry The question preys upon the mind: "What happened there, in round three of provincial bargaining?" I go over the build-up, the preliminary steps, the process, the communication difficulties, the causes, the effects, as best I can identify them. This article is not written with the idea of saying which decision-makers were wrong, or right. It is to search out the integral principles served, the repertoire of strategies employed in response to events unfolding, and the understanding and resolve of teachers to support those strategies. This is not the definitive perspective on bargaining. This is one evolving perspective: one bargaining team member’s perspective, encompassing a decided level of political commitment and intimate involvement with table tactics. It is not the same experience as that of a political organizer, like a local president, nor is it the point of view of persons in the trenches, like you, teachers in schools and other worksites. This bargaining ritual follows certain suppositions, suppositions more firm and more exacting than any rules. We supposed, collectively, and so it was reflected in all large representative assemblies, that local bargaining served us better than provincial. (Actually we scored a net gain in two out of three rounds, in each scenario.) We chose resolutely to stand by collective-agreement provisions: especially, as alternatives narrowed, that no provisions which were of benefit to students or teachers be lost. Ground-that-could-not-be-surrendered was the overlay of working and learning conditions. In the end, what BCPSEA proposed to us, the teachers’ bargaining agent, was to decide how to relinquish those contractual advantages that we perceived as intrinsic gains, not only for teachers, but for students and public education as a whole. But I’m getting ahead of myself. Midway through the game, Rick Davis, the spokesperson for the B.C. Public School Employers’ Association (BCPSEA), told us that, given the factors above, bargaining would be nigh unto impossible. We said, "Let’s go it one step at a time." We were not optimistic, but we were hopeful. We were hopeful that common motives and concerns would evolve. The false nature of that hope would prove to be disastrous. As the Liberal support became more bold, our sense of the futility at the table grew. Here is an example. School boards and administrators wanted to make up for the exclusion of administrative officers from non-enrolling ratios, or, perhaps they were not in favour of ratios anyway, and the exclusion was just added cause for venom. "We can talk about administrators fitting into the ratios," we said. Meanwhile, our employer’s plans were jelling around no ratios at all. These directions were aligned with the mission of the new government. With the Liberal landslide, the tax cuts, the plight of inadequate funding (albeit self-imposed by the government), and the seduction of the words essential services, flexibility, and choice, government intentions coalesced into veritable macadam, a fast track to legislation. All that remained on the part of BCPSEA was to go through the motions long enough to make it look like bargaining. There was another major factor as well, the blow delivered from within. That was the demonizing of the collective agreement by the B.C. Principals’ and Vice-Principals’ Association. There is precious little consolation in knowing that teachers were correct in supposing that our collective agreement did give assurances of services to students. It will not be heartening to stand by and watch the administrators strive to be flexible and choosy over few resources and fewer options. It was never realistic for government to suppose that we teachers would hold our collective hands out, limp-wristed, and say, "Go ahead, do what you think best. We trust your decision that we will do a better job for our students with larger classes, with less support for our most needy children, and with fewer services for each and every child in the system." School districts make a big noise hiring dedicated teachers who are concerned about kids and about education. Why would we morph into so many people who have lost sight of what we are about? Our bargaining team encountered many baffling actions and points of view. Sometimes, that was due to our own diversity as teachers. We are 45,000 people. We have different regional needs, various backgrounds, a range of priorities, different strengths and challenges, varying political environments, diverse economic situations, multilayered bargaining histories. None of these, however, presented the same stunning effect as the provocative, reactionary legislation of Bills 27 and 28—somehow connected to collective bargaining. After 60 days of negotiations and 18 sessions with a facilitator, our fact finders found this: The preservation of public education does not matter to those entrusted with it. We would say to one another, "Surely the BCPSEA is aware that the collective agreement plays a huge part in driving funding." We would venture to suggest, in our hopeful moments, "It is true that administrators want good library programs and counsellors and learning assistance teachers in their schools." Someone would add, "They must certainly see that the collective-agreement provisions, while cumbersome at times, guarantee services that would otherwise not be there." We would ask each other, "Where are the parents to stand up for reasonable class sizes? Some of them must perceive how quickly services will erode!" Teachers are unified in realizing the magnitude of the tragedy that has befallen us and our schools, but that doesn’t return to students the valuable experiences they will lose. It is beyond misfortune to know programs will be cut, to hear of class sizes leaping by fives and tens, to have administrators advise, "Get used to doing without support for students with special needs." It is a betrayal. We knew we would not win over a quasi-Liberal government, whose real interest lies in privatizing education. We certainly misjudged the complicity of administrators and trustees and parents in that project. In giving up on the potential of the collective agreement to provide assurances of services to students, the array of self-styled leaders leaves public education even more vulnerable to the sweep of political tides. The provincial collective agreement was, in fact, a reasonable evolution, a system of checks and balances to any group or conglomerate of groups, even the union. With the legislated settlement, the government basically said, "We don’t like the way things have gone. Now we are the ones who make the rules. We never wanted to talk about how the game is played, anyway, once we knew we could have it our way." We have to return to the initial and perennial question, "What happened there?" In answer, we must admit that teachers prepared sincerely and diligently for an event that never took place. We speculate if, even yet, trustees, administrators, and parents have an inkling of what has been at stake. Teachers are a resilient and hopeful bunch. It is not our intention to lie quietly by and let services to students dwindle and quality public education disappear. This system, accessible to all, fundamental to democracy, open to unfettered opportunity, is a precious hybrid in social evolution. If we foster it and promote it, it will thrive. However, when those "stakeholders"—trustees, administrators, and parents, who supported Bills 27 and 28—have their way, schools will face bigger challenges than ever. Teachers will be more resolved than ever to promote what the collective agreement protected: good learning conditions for students and good working conditions for teachers. The others may be the stakeholders. The legislators forgot that the teachers are the soul. Peggy Salaberry teaches at Glenmore Elementary School, Central Okanagan. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13710&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 1997 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 10, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 1997 Teacher professional development centre Teachers Taking Charge of their Learning by Mike Lombardi Professional Development in B.C. LESS OF MORE OF Experts telling teachers Teacher designed and directed Focus on content Development of all teacher domains Isolated learning Peer support and collaboration "Laid-on" programs Teacher-identified needs One-shot PD Coherent, long-range learning Outside the workplace Job embedded PD as workshops Variety of opportunities Teachers as passive receivers Active learning In the past two decades, the work of teachers in the public schools has undergone dramatic change, and the pace of change is accelerating. Teaching is necessarily complex and challenging. To deal with changes, every profession has developed a system through which its members can hone their skills, improve practice, and keep current with changes in knowledge, technology, and the society it serves. Professionals in most fields routinely network with fellow practitioners, conduct and review research, and talk to experts and colleagues about trends, issues, and plans for ongoing development. Professional development often takes place within the workplace and is integrated into the daily life of the practitioner. Opportunities to develop professionally not only benefit the individual in shaping and performing his or her craft but also help to ensure that best practice is everyday practice and that the most effective approaches are used. Over the past decade, a quiet learning revolution has been under way within the teaching profession. Through participation in a wide variety of professional-development activities, teachers in B.C. have been transforming the science and craft of teaching. Increasingly, teachers are taking advantage of opportunities to work with colleagues in an environment of reflection, inquiry, and peer support to deepen and extend their knowledge of subject matter and to develop, practise, and reflect on new approaches to teaching and learning. These powerful experiences are beginning to shift the culture of teaching and professional development from one of working in isolation, to one of colleagues working together as members of a learning community. The revolution has been quiet because these developments have been taking place in “pockets” of schools and locals throughout the province and largely without the notice of the public. The time has come for the teaching profession to move this learning revolution into all the schools of the province in a bold, sustained, and public manner. Through their union of professionals, the teachers of B.C. are working to enhance teaching and learning opportunities for the students of the province. Fortified by their experience and the messages of research, teachers are taking charge of their learning. The teachers of B.C. are prepared to play a lead role in transforming schools into learning organizations for both students and teachers. We know that teaching and learning in the 21st century will require continuous career-long learning by teachers and others in the system. To prepare for the challenges of teaching in the new millennium, the teachers of B.C. have a practical plan. The BCTF is proposing the establishment of the Teacher Professional Development Centre (TPDC). The TPDC would support teachers by promoting and providing quality, career-long professional-development opportunities that foster teacher leadership, inquiry, peer support, and collaboration. The TPDC would enhance existing school, local, and province-wide PD structures and promote quality PD experiences for teachers throughout the province,, serving as a laboratory, a mine, and a force. As a laboratory, the centre would promote teacher reflection and collaboration, and experimentation on ways to enhance teaching and learning. As a mine, the centre would bring out the best in teachers, to fully engage their talents and generate new knowledge, new ideas, and new practices. As a force, the centre would serve as a catalyst for responsible change, prodding the system, modelling innovation, and anticipating the needs of teachers by listening to their concerns and translating those concerns into concrete and practical programs. The TPDC would be operated by the BCTF and funded by the Ministry of Education. This initiative would mean the realization of Recommendation 6.11 of the Sullivan Royal Commission, which called for the ministry to provide funding to the BCTF to initiate relevant programs of professional development aimed at enhancing teaching and learning in the schools of the province. The establishment of the TPDC would also support the 1997 AGM priorities, which call for the BCTF to promote and support quality teaching practices that address the career-long needs of teachers and to ensure that teachers have a central role in determining and implementing educational change. The TPDC would serve as a vehicle to enhance teaching and learning in B.C. by promoting programs and services that reflect the emerging trends of professional development as outlined on the following chart. The Ministry of Education has indicated a strong interest in providing funding for the TPDC. During the remainder of this school year, the Federation will be consulting with members and advisory structures of the BCTF to develop a plan for implementing the first phase of the TPDC operations in 1998–99 on a pilot basis. The BCTF Executive Committee has adopted guidelines to inform the development of the TPDC plan. Following are key guidelines: Opportunities for ongoing consultations with members and advisory structures will be incorporated into all stages of the TPDC planning and development process. The TPDC agreement with the ministry will be ratified by the Executive Committee. The Ministry of Education will provide multi-year funding from ministry operations for the TPDC. The TPDC will be directed and governed by teachers. The primary method of delivering programs and services will be through field-based practising teachers who are seconded on a full- or part-time basis. Programs and services will be implemented on a multi-year, phased, and pilot basis. Recognized principles of professional development will guide program development and delivery. Programs and services will build on existing local and provincial structures and be available to teachers throughout the province. Some other PD program offerings that have been suggested in consultations to date include mentoring for beginning teachers, enhancing teaching-practice courses, multiple-teaching strategies workshops, online professional development, facilitation of school-based change, training of trainers, teacher-to-teacher publications, teacher renewal seminars, conference support services, undergraduate and graduate courses, teaching-innovation grants, professional study groups, and Federation research. Over the coming months, we will continue to examine teacher centres in other jurisdictions, but we will focus our efforts on developing a model that responds to the unique needs of B.C. teachers. Local presidents, local representatives to the BCTF, local PD chairpersons, and members of Federation advisory committees have received a document titled Transforming Professional Development in B.C.: The B.C. Teacher Professional Development Centre. The document provides an overview of the proposed TPDC and a questionnaire to solicit preliminary feedback for the BCTF. Please convey your comments and suggestions about the proposed TPDC to your local president, local representative to the BCTF, or PD chairperson. If you would like a copy of the report or if you are interested in providing your comments and suggestions directly, please contact me in the Professional Development Division, 1-800-663-9163, 871-1849, or mlombardi@bctf.ca. The BCTF has a proud history of teacher leadership in professional development. The TPDC could provide an opportunity to prove that leadership for enhancing teaching and learning in our schools is best left to members of the teaching profession. Mike Lombardi is director of the BCTF’s Professional Development Division.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "Gr8 event honoring Taiwan ROC w many friends @douglasbing @marvinhunt4bc @KerryLynneFindl @mhlchiu26 @prairiechinois http://t.co/85TUCQsbrI" @John_Yap - 05:40pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/cbcnewsbc?lang=bn,CBC British Columbia (@cbcnewsbc) | Twitter টুইটার অনুসন্ধান অনুসন্ধান টুইটার খুঁজুন সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ ভাষা : বাংলা. हिन्दी Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন টুইটার-এ নতুন ? আজই যোগদান করুন » সাইন ইন করুন ফোন, ইমেল বা ব্যবহারকারীর নাম পাসওয়ার্ড সাইন ইন আমাকে মনে রাখুন পাসওয়ার্ড ভুলে গেছেন? ইতিমধ্যে আপনি কি টেক্সট বার্তার মাধ্যমে টুইটার ব্যবহার করছেন? CBC British Columbia যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @cbcnewsbc টুইটসমূহ ৪০.২K ফটো/ভিডিও ১,৬৪৮ অনুসরণ করছেন ৪১২ অনুসারীবৃন্দ ৬১.৪K প্রিয়সমূহ ৪২   আরো প্রিয়সমূহ তালিকাসমূহ সরব @cbcnewsbc নীরব @cbcnewsbc অনুসরণ অনুসরণ করা কর্মসমূহ:অনুসরণ না করা অবরুদ্ধ অবরোধ মুক্ত মুলতুবি বাতিল CBC British Columbiaযাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @cbcnewsbc Breaking news from CBC News in B.C. Vancouver, BC cbc.ca/bc/ যোগ দিয়েছে নভেম্বর ২০০৮ ১,৬৪৮ ফটো বা ভিডিওগুলো টুইটসমূহ টুইটসমূহ Tweets & replies CBC British Columbia retweeted Stephen Smart @CBCSmart  ·  ১ ঘন্টা NDP's @jjhorgan points out lofty promises around LNG, debt free BC, etc weren't mentioned in throne speech. #cbc #bcpoli প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ৫ retweets ৫ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ০ favorite আরো স্থাপিত টুইট CBC British Columbia retweeted Stephen Smart @CBCSmart  ·  ১ ঘন্টা NDP leader @jjhorgan says throne speech shows @christyclarkbc can't be believed anymore. #cbc #bcpoli pic.twitter.com/pUYkHMf4cm আরো ছবি ও ভিডিও দেখুন প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ৬ retweets ৬ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ০ favorite আরো স্থাপিত টুইট CBC British Columbia retweeted Jason Proctor @proctor_jason  ·  ৪৪ মিনিট Affidavit by camper for @pivotlegal says police officer kicked him out of Crab park and told him to go to #OppenheimerPark #cbc প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ১ retweet ১ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ০ favorite আরো স্থাপিত টুইট CBC British Columbia retweeted Jodie Emery @JodieEmery  ·  ৩৭ মিনিট Marc and I did an interview with @CBCGloria this morning that will air on @CBCVancouver between 5-6pm tonight. Tune in! #bcpoli #vanpoli প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ৬ retweets ৬ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ৪ favorites ৪ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট CBC British Columbia @cbcnewsbc  ·  ৪০ মিনিট LIVE: VPD discuss warning issued after 3 similar attacks on women since April: http://cbc.ca/1.2789418  #cbc সারাংশ দেখ প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ১ retweet ১ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ০ favorite আরো স্থাপিত টুইট CBC British Columbia retweeted Stephen Smart @CBCSmart  ·  ১ ঘন্টা Premier @christyclarkbc says Petronas acting in best interest of shareholders re: Oct deadline. Hopefull will still proceed. #cbc #bcpoli প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ১ retweet ১ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ০ favorite আরো স্থাপিত টুইট CBC British Columbia retweeted Stephen Smart @CBCSmart  ·  ১ ঘন্টা Premier @christyclarkbc talks to media after Throne Speech. Insists still optimistic re Petronas LNG. #cbc #bcpoli pic.twitter.com/JZhyVGHseC আরো ছবি ও ভিডিও দেখুন প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ৩ retweets ৩ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ২ favorites ২ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট CBC British Columbia @cbcnewsbc  ·  ১ ঘন্টা VPD issues warning following series of attacks on women http://ift.tt/1xXv0Da  pic.twitter.com/eIPPhbeoRP আরো ছবি ও ভিডিও দেখুন প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ১৪ retweets ১৪ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ৩ favorites ৩ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট CBC British Columbia @cbcnewsbc  ·  ১ ঘন্টা MT @DanBurritt: . @VancouverPD issues warning after 3 attacks on women since April in S.Granville, Oak & Cambie areas http://cbc.ca/1.2789418  সারাংশ দেখ প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ০ retweet সমাদৃত পছন্দ ০ favorite আরো স্থাপিত টুইট CBC British Columbia retweeted Dan Burritt @DanBurritt  ·  ২ ঘন্টা . @VancouverPD issue warning after 3 attacks on women. Occurred in South Granville, Oak & Cambie areas as far back as April. @cbcnewsbc #cbc প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ৬ retweets ৬ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ০ favorite আরো স্থাপিত টুইট CBC British Columbia @cbcnewsbc  ·  ২ ঘন্টা Disabled woman's lawyer demands 15 day suspension for officer that pushed her http://ift.tt/1q5shyT  pic.twitter.com/3HzpnYGvzV আরো ছবি ও ভিডিও দেখুন প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ৩ retweets ৩ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ০ favorite আরো স্থাপিত টুইট CBC British Columbia retweeted Jason Proctor @proctor_jason  ·  ৩ ঘন্টা Judge ends morning session with stern call for answers as to why defendants ignored her interim order on fire ban #cbc প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ২ retweets ২ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ১ favorite ১ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট CBC British Columbia retweeted Lisa Cordasco @LisaCordascoCBC  ·  ৩ ঘন্টা First Nations & supporters at legislature Demand govt protection of burial ground at Grace Islet nr Saltspring pic.twitter.com/9aQOyeKKJL আরো ছবি ও ভিডিও দেখুন প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ৫ retweets ৫ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ৩ favorites ৩ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট CBC British Columbia retweeted Jason Proctor @proctor_jason  ·  ৩ ঘন্টা Protesters say there aren't enough shelter spaces and enforcing order would violate their Charter right to safety, security #cbc প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ৩ retweets ৩ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ০ favorite আরো স্থাপিত টুইট CBC British Columbia @cbcnewsbc  ·  ৩ ঘন্টা 16-year-old struck and killed by train in Maple Ridge http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/tiffany-williams-16-struck-and-killed-by-train-in-maple-ridge-1.2789201?cmp=rss … pic.twitter.com/FjVPqicU3P আরো ছবি ও ভিডিও দেখুন প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ১ retweet ১ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ০ favorite আরো স্থাপিত টুইট CBC British Columbia retweeted Jason Proctor @proctor_jason  ·  ৪ ঘন্টা Fire official says "no coherent leadership" and multiple violations of interim court order at #OppenheimerPark #cbc প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ২ retweets ২ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ০ favorite আরো স্থাপিত টুইট CBC British Columbia retweeted Jason Proctor @proctor_jason  ·  ৪ ঘন্টা Fire official claims defendants re-lit ceremonial fire the day the court order on fires was issued; says it was unattended next day #cbc প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ২ retweets ২ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ০ favorite আরো স্থাপিত টুইট CBC British Columbia retweeted Jason Proctor @proctor_jason  ·  ৪ ঘন্টা Police say the OT cost at #OppenheimerPark has now risen to $100k #cbc প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ২ retweets ২ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ০ favorite আরো স্থাপিত টুইট CBC British Columbia retweeted Kathy Tomlinson @CBCGoPublic  ·  ৪ ঘন্টা Woman's death raises alarms about "alert fatigue" among pharmacists: http://goo.gl/YIZOsj  #pharma সারাংশ দেখ প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ২ retweets ২ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ০ favorite আরো স্থাপিত টুইট CBC British Columbia retweeted Jason Proctor @proctor_jason  ·  ৪ ঘন্টা Mayoral candidate "Mayor" Meynerd leaps into frame to plug self during #Oppenheimer presser #cbc pic.twitter.com/SMB3H19tiu আরো ছবি ও ভিডিও দেখুন প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ২ retweets ২ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ০ favorite আরো স্থাপিত টুইট টুইটারের ধারণক্ষমতা বেশি হতে পারে অথবা একটি ক্ষণস্থায়ী হিক্কার সম্মুখীন হয়। আবার চেষ্টা করুন পরিদর্শন করুন টুইটারের অবস্থা আরও তথ্যের জন্য। বন্ধ CBC British Columbia অনুসৃত CBC British Columbia থেকে কোন আপডেট মিস্ করবেন না Vancouver, BC · পরিবর্তন © 2014 টুইটার সম্বন্ধে সহায়তা বিজ্ঞপ্তি তথ্য বন্ধ প্রবণতা ট্রেন্ডস আপনার জন্য উপযোগী। ট্রেন্ডের মাধ্যমে আপনি সহজেই আপনার আগ্রহের খবরাখবর পেতে পারছেন। আপনি কোথায় থাকেন এবং কাদের অনুসরণ করেন তার উপরে ভিত্তি করে ট্রেন্ড উপস্থাপিত করা হয়। পরিবর্তন উপযোগী করা ট্রেন্ডস রাখুন বিশ্বব্যাপী প্রবণতা পান সম্পন্ন খারিজ বন্ধ পূর্ববর্তী পরবর্তী বন্ধ একজন ব্যক্তির প্রোফাইলে যান সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ বন্ধ আপনার অনুসরণকারীদের এই পুনঃটুইটটি পাঠাবেন? বাতিল পুনঃটুইট বন্ধ আপনি কি নিশ্চিত যে এই টুইট মুছে দিতে চান? বাতিল মুছে ফেলুন বন্ধ রোধ করন বাতিল রোধ করন আপনার টুইটসমুহে একটি অবস্থান যুক্ত করুন যখন একটি অবস্থানের সঙ্গে আপনার টুইট করেন, টুইটার সেই অবস্থান সংরক্ষণ করে। প্রত্যেক টুইটের আগে আপনি আপনার অবস্থান চালু / বন্ধ করতে পারেন, এবং যে কোনও সময় আপনি আপনার অবস্থানের ইতিহাস মুছে ফেলতে পারেন। আরো জানুন অবস্থান চালু করুন এখন নয় স্থান বন্ধ করুন বন্ধ প্রোফাইল সারসংক্ষেপ বন্ধ আপনার তালিকাসমূহ বন্ধ একটি নতুন তালিকা তৈরি করুন নাম তালিকা বিবরণ 100 অক্ষরের কম, ঐচ্ছিক তালিকাসমূহ:গোপনীয়তা সাধারণ · যে কেউ এই তালিকা অনুসরণ করতে পারেন ব্যক্তিগত · শুধুমাত্র আপনিই এই তালিকায় প্রবেশ করতে পারবেন তালিকা সংরক্ষণ করুন বন্ধ বন্ধ এই টুইট স্থাপিত কর আপনার নীচের ওয়েবসাইটে কোডটি অনুলিপি দ্বারা এই টুইট যোগ করুন * আরও জানুন হুম, সার্ভারে পৌঁছনোর একটি সমস্যা ছিল। পরে আবার চেষ্টা করবেন? প্রকৃত টুইট অন্তর্ভুক্ত করুন অন্তর্ভুক্ত মিডিয়া প্রাকদর্শন বন্ধ টুইটারে নিবন্ধন করুন টুইটারে নেই? নিবন্ধন করুন, আপনির পছন্দের বিষয়গুলির সাথে যুক্ত হন, এবং তাদের বিষয়ে হালনাগাদ পান। একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন » বন্ধ দুটি উপায় (প্রেরণ এবং গ্রহণ) শর্ট কোড: দেশ কোড গ্রাহকদের জন্য মার্কিন যুক্তরাষ্ট্র 40404 (যে কোন) কানাডা 21212 (যে কোন) যুক্তরাজ্য 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM হাইতি 40404 Digicel, Voila আয়ারল্যান্ড 51210 Vodafone, O2 ভারত 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance ইন্দোনেশিয়া 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » অন্য দেশসমুহের এসএসএস সংক্ষিপ্ত কোড দেখুন বন্ধ নিশ্চিতকরণ)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/issues/resources.aspx?id=13244,Recommendations for Grey Area/At Risk Students  	Untitled Page  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Issues in Education > Inclusive Education > Teaching to Diversity Recommendations for Grey Area/At Risk Students Prepared by Lavana Heel (lheel@vsb.bc.ca) F.I.E. (Feuerstein’s Instrumental Enrichment) (Cognitive Mediation) to build abilities in task analysis, planning skills, organizational skills, problem solving skills, precision in language and critical thinking skills. Use of “Skills for School Success” (Curriculum Associates) to enhance accessing the text, build school behaviours, work habits and organizational skills, build planning skills, build ability to answer questions, develop active reading skills and build study skills; Can be used with whole classroom and combines well with skills centre focus Adaptations where needed (See D.R.T. and Skills teachers for recommendations depending on the specific need) Use of SQ3R to build study skills, increase ability to access the text, help develop a purpose for reading, build language of content and instruction and build note taking skills (This tool combined with mediation strategies is an effective combination) Step by step instructions and direct instruction with any new material and small group practice prior to independent application Note taking strategies such as power notes, graphic organizers, two/three column notes Use of front loading (content vocabulary) to build ability to handle language of content and directions Use of mediation to increase value of and skill in following instructions Use of sentence building exercises, such as sentence combining exercises (can be used across the curriculum), “Phelp's Sentence Guide” (Foothills), “Visual Imaging” (Reading Foundation) Use of memory strategies such as “Mnemonics”, Grouping etc. Use of graphic organizers whenever possible to increase ability to organize information and to help give meaning to content Teach skim reading skills Use of motivational tools, such as immediate positive reinforcement for approximation of desired behaviour, positive affirmations for any attempt of student to complete tasks, asking discouraged students to do tasks in the class (passing out materials, reading instructions, etc.), displaying student work, in a genuine manner noting good work with specific verbal recognition, (e.g. “I like how you used an example in that paragraph”), asking students to help in planning a task Giving students a sense of respect and taking their needs seriously (i.e. “How can I help you to do your homework?” or “What would help you as a learner?”) Assessing students “learning style” and needs (through self assessment) and discussing the results with them to help them take ownership of their learning and to create a sense of power to do something specific with regards to their learning needs or style (Learning style assessments can be done with the whole class) Occasional one - one meetings with students to help form a relationship and establish that you care About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141007,www.huffingtonpost.ca,http://www.huffingtonpost.ca/2014/09/11/bc-teachers-strike-education-minister_n_5803446.html?utm_hp_ref=bc-teachers-strike-2014,B.C. Teachers Strike: Minister No Longer Ruling Out Back-To-Work Legislation View mobile site October 7, 2014 Huffpost Canada British Columbia ca Edition: ca Show/Hide Brasil BR Canada CA Deutschland DE España ES France FR Italia IT 日本 (Japan) JP 한국 (Korea) KR Maghreb MG United Kingdom UK United States US Region: BC Show/Hide All Canada Alberta British Columbia Québec (en français) Follow Newsletters Get Canada British ColumbiaNewsletters Email address Enter Email Address Huffington Post Search Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search iOS app Android app More Log in Create Account Notifications 0 $USERNAME Profile Settings Logout FRONT PAGE Politics Ford Still Doesn't Understand Racism 51 Unvetted Judge Joins Supreme Court 43 Kenney Posts Photos Of Iraqi Children To Make Case For ISIL Airstrikes 91 Clinton: Canadian Help In ISIL Fight 'Indispensable' 44 Canadians Left In A Fog Of War 42 Go to Politics More in Politics The Pulse Stephen Harper You Might Also Like US Politics UK Politics Business Porn Company Has A Raunchy Deal For Air Canada Pilots 3 Sun News Just Lost Its Main Source Of Content; What Now? 49 Canadian Cities Surprisingly Unpopular Destinations For Workers 0 This Is How You Rack Up U.S. Roaming Charges While In Canada 14 Look What China Might Actually Build 47 Go to Business More in Business Small Business Money You Might Also Like Tech TechCrunch Autoblog WorldPost Spanish Nurse First To Contract Ebola Outside West Africa 518 It's Been 3 Weeks Since Anyone's Seen Kim And Rumors Are Swirling 97 3 New Findings On ISIS Weapons That You Should Know About 39 WHO: More Cases Of Ebola In Europe Unavoidable 154 Turkish President Says Syrian Town Under Islamic State Siege Is About To Fall 213 Go to WorldPost More in WorldPost Foreign Affairs World Elections Arab Uprising Afghanistan War Syria Crisis You Might Also Like Travel Impact Living 100 Pumpkin Carvings That Will Inspire You 0 Fried Maple Leaves Are A Delicacy In Japan, And We're Jealous 6 WATCH: HuffPost Readers School Us On Toronto's Real Must-Eats 2 Toronto Dubbed Fourth Most Livable City In The World 0 33 Signs You Live In Liberty Village 1 Go to Living You Might Also Like Healthy Living Food Recipes Divorce Women Parentdish Green Post50 Weddings Style Best Halloween Costumes For Men And Women 0 Most Offensive Products In Retail 3 JLaw Goes Topless For Vanity Fair 0 Bridesmaid Dresses You'll Wear Again 0 Canadian Model Coco Rocha Is Pregnant! 4 Go to Style More in Style Beauty Fashion Celeb Style Entertaining and Etiquette Stylelist Canada Wedding Style Home Style You Might Also Like Style (U.S.) Weddings Stylelist Canada Entertainment Kris Jenner Opens Up About The Late Robert Kardashian 6 Blake Lively Is Pregnant! 30 Mariah Carey Proves She's Not Lip-Synching 42 Is This Where George Clooney And Amal Alamuddin Honeymooned? 7 Pregnant Kelly Rowland Poses Topless In Black And White Photo Shoot 2 Go to Entertainment You Might Also Like Music Celebrity TV Moviefone Arts The Glamorous History Of Pin-Up Like You've Never Seen It Before 3 1 Here Are A Bunch Of F*cking Delightful Artsy Cat Photos. You're Welcome. 3 This Is What It Really Looks Like To Be A Modern Day Nun 8 New Animation-Inspired Art Show Will Make You Yearn For Saturday Morning Cartoons 0 Go to Arts You Might Also Like Books Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Religion Alberta 20 Puppies Found Abandoned In Field 6 Anti-Abortion Postcard Targets Tory MP.. Again 26 Mystery 'GPO Girl' Turns Up In Calgary 3 Major Saskatchewan Train Derailment 2 Dozens Of Dead Cats Found, Another 62 Euthanized 0 Go to Alberta More in Alberta Alberta Politics Alberta Business Alison Redford Calgary Edmonton British Columbia B.C. Teen Killed By Train Was Wearing Headphones, Texting: RCMP 13 Anthem Singer's Fall Is Lesson In Showmanship 3 Pastafarian Loses B.C. Driver's Licence Over Holy Colander 0 Elderly Asian Women Attacked In Vancouver 0 Lawyers Of Convicted Surrey Six Gangsters Want Mistrial 3 Go to British Columbia More in British Columbia B.C. Politics B.C. Business Christy Clark Vancouver All Sections News Canada Politics Canada Business US Politics US Business World Media Sports Education Crime Weird News Good News Daily Finance Entertainment Entertainment Music TV Celebrity Comedy Arts Books Moviefone Life & Style Living Style Home Healthy Living Taste Weddings Travel Parents Divorce HuffPost 50 Marlo Thomas OWN Tech & Science Tech Science Green Techcrunch Engadget TUAW Joystiq Voices Impact Women Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Religion College Teen Local Quebec (French) Calgary Montreal Ottawa Toronto Vancouver Winnipeg Mapquest Patch.com Our Mobile Apps: iPhone iPad HuffPost Live iPad Android Phone Android Tablet British Columbia B.C. Politics B.C. Business Christy Clark Vancouver Anthem Singer's Fall Is Lesson In Showmanship 2014-10-05 23:32:54 Pastafarian Loses B.C. Driver's Licence Over Holy Colander 2014-10-06 20:10:58 B.C. Teen Killed By Train Was Wearing Headphones, Texting: RCMP 2014-10-07 02:49:46 45 Signs You're A Vancouver Canucks Fan 2014-10-04 00:27:49 Elderly Asian Women Attacked In Vancouver 2014-10-06 17:25:49 When It Comes to Jumbo Glacier Resort, All Questions Lead Back To Powerful Minister 2014-10-06 15:46:02 Aldergrove School Playground Condemned 2014-10-06 17:50:31 Vancouver Mom Who Killed Her 2 Babies Sentenced 2014-10-07 13:46:41 LOOK: Stunning Scenes By B.C.'s October Photographer 2014-10-03 14:22:55 This Derelict Van 'Home' Costs $550/Month To Rent In B.C. 2014-10-03 16:05:46 Officer Admits Abusing Authority While Shoving Woman 2014-10-06 18:41:58 Recognize This Photo? Here's The Story Behind It 2014-10-03 16:58:41 Premier Denies Downplaying B.C. LNG Expectations 2014-10-06 20:57:52 Lawyers Of Convicted Surrey Six Gangsters Want Mistrial 2014-10-06 18:59:52 LOOK: Old Vancouver Bank's New Life 2014-10-03 17:52:32 Previous Story Next Story B.C. Teachers Strike: Minister No Longer Ruling Out Back-To-Work Legislation CP  | By Tamsyn Burgmann, The Canadian Press Posted: 09/11/2014 8:55 am EDT Updated: 09/12/2014 1:59 am EDT Teachers rally in Abbotsford on Sept. 5, 2014. | BCTF/Facebook Share Tweet Email Comment tumblr reddit VANCOUVER - British Columbia's education minister is edging away from his long-held position not to legislate striking teachers back to work, in the face of a union buoyed by a landslide vote and a multimillion-dollar cash infusion. Peter Fassbender has pledged for months not to impose a settlement on teachers, describing his strong stand as imperative to getting a negotiated agreement and breaking the "dysfunctional" labour-relations cycle. But his tone changed on Thursday, after union members overwhelmingly approved the B.C. Teachers' Federation proposal to start the school year for half-a-million students if government accepts binding arbitration. "The reality is, government has the ultimate ability to legislate in any situation," Fassbender said in an interview when asked if he would open the door to the option. "We want a negotiated settlement." He wouldn't say whether he's had discussions with the premier about recalling the legislature early or how government would respond if the strike continues into the fall sitting of the house, set for the first week of October. "As government, we talk about a lot of things. But I'm not going to get into speculating on any of that." Premier Christy Clark said later in the day she thinks she can get a negotiated deal before she travels to India for a trade mission that's scheduled to start Oct. 9. "I'm very hopeful that schools will be back, in fact, I'm certain schools will be back in session by the time I go to India," she told reporters. "It's a major, major source of international students for us, potentially. The fastest-growing middle class in the world and not enough educational facilities. They need to partner with British Columbia to try and help their dreams come true in that country." Fassbender's response is a departure from his pattern of refusing to consider legislation every time a reporter has asked about the possibility since the strike began in June. The teachers' union now accuses the government of blocking the resumption of school. Late Wednesday, president Jim Iker announced that 99.4 per cent of nearly 30,700 teachers who cast ballots endorsed binding arbitration, allowing a third-party to craft a contract. A slate of other B.C. unions also pledged more than $8.5 million for a teachers' federation general hardship fund earlier in the week, which will be handed out as loans and grants while teachers carry forward without income. "It seems to me that we're inching towards them being legislated back," said political watcher Norman Ruff, University of Victoria professor emeritus. "You could argue it's going to be a short-term necessity, but in the long run it just fuels the problem that has existed for decades." Story continues after slideshow: Close  B.C. Teachers' Strike 2014 of   Coquitlam teachers get information before voting on a contract deal with the province on Sept. 18, 2014. Coquitlam teachers gather to vote on the contract deal with the province on Sept. 18, 2014. Teachers celebrate news of a tentative deal in their contract dispute with the province on Sept. 16, 2014. Jim Iker, president of the B.C. Teachers' Federation, recommended members ratify the tentative deal at a news conference in Vancouver on Sept. 16, 2014. Premier Christy Clark beamed and patted Education Minister Peter Fassbender on the back as she thanked students and parents for their patience at a news conference on Sept. 16, 2014. A teacher holds a sign referring to mediator Vince Ready. Teachers in Kelowna were all smiles on Sept. 16, 2014 as they welcomed news a tentative deal was reached between their union and the province. The bargaining team and table officers of the B.C. Teachers' Federation at the Delta Hotel where a tentative deal was reached on Sept. 16, 2014. Parents rallied and marched in downtown Vancouver on Sept. 14, 2014 to support striking public teachers. Striking teachers bundle up in Fort Nelson on Sept. 12, 2014. Click here for full coverage of the contract dispute. A rally in Kamloops on Sept. 8, 2014. Executives of the B.C. Teachers' Federation thank other unions for their support. A rally in Abbotsford on Sept. 5, 2014. Hundreds rallied at Vancouver's Canada Place on Sept. 5, 2014. McGee Secondary School classrooms in Vancouver sit empty on Sept. 5, 2014 during what was supposed to be the first week of school. A reporter tries to ask a question as B.C. Premier Christy Clark and Education Minister Peter Fassbender talk about the ongoing teachers' dispute at a news conference in Vancouver on Sept. 3, 2014. B.C. Premier Christy Clark and Education Minister Peter Fassbender leave a news conference after talking about the ongoing teachers' dispute in Vancouver on Sept.3, 2014. B.C students who are missing public school because of the teachers' strike rallied in front of the Vancouver Art Gallery on Sept. 2, 2014 against the job action. Emma Jackson, 14, entering Grade 10 at Windermere Secondary School, holds a sign with purposely misspelled words. Cleo Petric-Neighbour, left, and her friend Milan Gill, both six years old and entering Grade 1 at Lord Roberts Elementary School hold signs at the Vancouver rally. Ray Stewart, a teacher from Keating Elementary Saanich School district, joins parents, teachers and politicians rallying for B.C. education dubbed "Christy's Class" during a teach-in on the B.C. Legislature lawn in Victoria, B.C., Sept. 2, 2014 during what should be the first day of classes across the province. Kids draw chalk outlines as they join with their parents, teachers and politicians rally on the B.C. Legislature lawn in Victoria, B.C., September 2, 2014 during what should be the first day of classes across the province. Teachers walk the picket line outside the Britannia Secondary and Elementary Schools in Vancouver on Tuesday, Sept. 2, 2014. Teachers man the picket line outside the Britannia Secondary and Elementary Schools in Vancouver, B.C. Tuesday, Sept. 2, 2014. B.C. Teachers' Federation (BCTF) President Jim Iker speaks to the media regarding the ongoing teachers strike outside the Britannia Secondary and Elementary Schools in Vancouver on Tuesday, Sept. 2, 2014. Terri Scott, a sub-local president in Stewart, B.C., gets an unexpected picket line visitor on Aug. 29, 2014. B.C. Education Minister Peter Fassbender speaks about the teachers' strike and confirms classes at public school will not begin as scheduled, during a news conference in Vancouver, B.C., on Sunday Aug. 31, 2014. Mediator Vince Ready arrives at exploratory talks in the B.C. teachers' dispute on Aug. 28, 2014. After two days, he walked away from the meetings, saying the two sides were still too far apart for mediation to begin. B.C. Teachers' Federation president Jim Iker listens to a reporter's question in Victoria, B.C. on Aug. 27, 2014 after a meeting with all sides in the teachers' contract dispute at the legislature in Victoria. Education Minister Peter Fassbender speaks to media in Victoria, B.C., Aug. 27, 2014. A face-to-face meeting between all sides in the strike by public school teachers was held at the legislature in Victoria. Click here for full coverage of the contract dispute. B.C. senior government negotiator Peter Cameron speaks to media in Victoria, B.C. on Aug. 27, 2014 after a meeting with all sides in the teachers' contract dispute at the legislature in Victoria. Teachers rally in Kamloops where their union was holding its summer meeting on Aug. 24, 2014. Teachers gather in Campbell River on Aug. 8, 2014. Pickets have been held every Wednesday in Vernon. The Creston Valley Teachers' Association have been picketing in August. Saanich teachers were out raising support for their cause in early August. Rally in Vanderhoof. Rally in Vanderhoof. Rally in Vanderhoof. Teachers hold signs in Fort Nelson. A picket line in Kamloops-Thompson on Aug. 7, 2014. Teachers picket in front of Conrad Elementary School in Prince Rupert on Aug. 5, 2014. Teachers picket in Creston, B.C. on July 29, 2014. Gwen Floyd, centre, and her sons Quinlan Floyd, 5, dressed as Batman and Aidan Floyd, 9, dressed as a police officer, walk the picket line with teachers Brigitte Boily, left, Matthew McBride and Olivier Salvas, far right, outside L'Ecole Bilingue Elementary School on the first day of a full-scale walkout by B.C. public school teachers in Vancouver on June 17, 2014. Dressed as a police officer Aidan Floyd, 9, left, and his brother Quinlan Floyd, 5, dressed as Batman, walk with striking teachers and their mom, Gwen Floyd outside L'Ecole Bilingue Elementary School on the first day of a full-scale walkout by B.C. public school teachers in Vancouver on June 17, 2014. From left to right, Caroline Lichimo, a Grade 1 teacher, Lyse Cote, a teacher librarian, and Ginaya Peters, who teaches French immersion to special needs students, talk while sitting on the picket line outside Lord Tennyson Elementary School on the first day of a full-scale walkout by B.C. public school teachers in Vancouver on June 17, 2014. B.C. Education Minister Peter Fassbender walks to meet reporters in Vancouver on the first day of a full-scale walkout by B.C. public school teachers. B.C. Education Minister Peter Fassbender speaks about the status of bargaining with the teachers' union on June 17, 2014. Hundreds of B.C. teachers, parents and other union supporters rallied on the lawn of the B.C. legislature on June 16, 2014 in Victoria to protest against Premier Christy Clark and the government's latest contract offer. Click here for stories on the contract dispute. B.C. Teachers' Federation head Jim Iker speaks to media on the first day of the union's full-scale walkout on June 17, 2014. Teachers walk the picket line in Fort Nelson, B.C. on the first day of the full-scale strike on June 17, 2014. Teachers walk the picket line in Fort Nelson, B.C. on June 17, 2014. Teachers walk the picket line in Burnaby, B.C. on June 17, 2014. Teachers walk the picket line in Burnaby, B.C. on June 17, 2014. A rally in support of the BCTF was held in Victoria on June 16. A rally in support of the BCTF was held in Victoria on June 16. Hundreds of teachers rally at Bill Copeland Arena in Burnaby on June 16, 2014. Hundreds of teachers rally in Burnaby on June 16, 2014. Hundreds of teachers rally in Burnaby on June 16, 2014. Hundreds of teachers rally in Burnaby on June 16, 2014. Hundreds of teachers rally in Burnaby on June 16, 2014. Hundreds of teachers rally in Burnaby on June 16, 2014. Hundreds of teachers rally in Burnaby on June 16, 2014. Students use protest signs referencing the "Harry Potter" franchise and B.C. Education Minister Peter Fassbender. A crowd rallies in front of the Vancouver office of the B.C. Public School Employers' Association on June 10, 2014. A crowd rallies in front of the Vancouver office of the B.C. Public School Employers' Association on June 10, 2014. A crowd rallies in front of the Vancouver office of the B.C. Public School Employers' Association on June 10, 2014. A crowd rallies in front of the Vancouver office of the B.C. Public School Employers' Association on June 10, 2014. A crowd rallies in front of the Vancouver office of the B.C. Public School Employers' Association on June 10, 2014. A crowd rallies in front of the Vancouver office of the B.C. Public School Employers' Association on June 10, 2014. A crowd rallies in front of the Vancouver office of the B.C. Public School Employers' Association on June 10, 2014. NDP MLA Adrian Dix addresses the crowd at a rally in front of the Vancouver office of the B.C. Public School Employers' Association on June 10, 2014. A record turnout of teachers voted on escalating job action to a full-scale strike on June 9/10, 2014. A record turnout of teachers voted on escalating job action to a full-scale strike on June 9/10, 2014. A crowd rallies in Victoria on June 10, 2014. Teachers in Vancouver eat their lunch on the street because they're locked out during their midday break. Hundreds attend a rally in Surrey, B.C. on June 7, 2014 to support teachers in their contract dispute with the province. Hundreds attend a rally in Surrey, B.C. on June 7, 2014 to support teachers in their contract dispute with the province. Hundreds attend a rally in Surrey, B.C. on June 7, 2014 to support teachers in their contract dispute with the province. Hundreds attend a rally in Surrey, B.C. on June 7, 2014 to support teachers in their contract dispute with the province. Hundreds attend a rally in Surrey, B.C. on June 7, 2014 to support teachers in their contract dispute with the province. Hundreds attend a rally in Surrey, B.C. on June 7, 2014 to support teachers in their contract dispute with the province. Hundreds attend a rally in Surrey, B.C. on June 7, 2014 to support teachers in their contract dispute with the province. Hundreds attend a rally in Surrey, B.C. on June 7, 2014 to support teachers in their contract dispute with the province. Hundreds attend a rally in Surrey, B.C. on June 7, 2014 to support teachers in their contract dispute with the province. Hundreds attend a rally in Surrey, B.C. on June 7, 2014 to support teachers in their contract dispute with the province. Parents support teachers on the picket line in Summerland on June 6, 2014. Teachers take a stand in Pemberton on June 6, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Students show their support for B.C. teachers on the steps of the Vancouver Art Gallery. Students at John Oliver Secondary School in Vancouver walked out of class on June 4, 2014 to protest being put in the middle of the contract dispute between teachers and the province. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Students at John Oliver Secondary School in Vancouver walked out of class on June 4, 2014 to protest being put in the middle of the contract dispute between teachers and the province. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Students in Campbell River walked out of class on June 4, 2014 to protest being put in the middle of the contract dispute between teachers and the province. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers rally in Comox, B.C. on June 3, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Members from the BCTF francophonie local picket outside Ecole Au Coeur De L'ile in Comox. Members of the B.C. Federation of Labour and Canadian Labour Congress gather to support teachers outside Cambie Secondary School in Richmond, B.C. on June 2, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Members of CUPE join teachers on the picket line at Mitchell Elementary in Richmond, B.C. on June 2, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Union leaders speak to media on June 2, 2014 in Richmond, B.C. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers picket in West Kelowna on June 2, 2014. B.C. Teachers' Federal president Jim Iker speaks to teachers outside Princess Margaret School in Surrey on May 29, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Striking outside the Invergarry Adult Education Centre in Surrey, B.C. on May 29, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. B.C. Teachers' Federal president Jim Iker speaks to teachers outside Invergarry Adult Education Centre in Surrey on May 29, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers wave to supporters outside Valleyview Secondary School in Kamloops on May 28, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers picket in Kamloops on May 28, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. A student shows support for teachers in Kamloops on May 28, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. A teacher pickets on horseback in 150 Mile House on May 27, 2014. A sign posted on a classroom door at Vancouver Technical Secondary School. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers rally during rush hour in Kelowna on May 27, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Kelowna teachers wore pink and rallied from the city's overpasses on May 27, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. A sign of support for B.C. teachers from a house in Kelowna. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers in Richmond pass time on the 3:30 a.m. shift on the picket line on May 27, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Students and parents left a message for teachers in Richmond on May 27, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. On the picket line with an effigy of B.C. Premier Christy Clark at Kitsilano Secondary School on May 26, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. A student from City School speaks to a teacher on the picket line in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. On the picket line at Kitsilano Secondary School on May 26, 2014. Click here for more on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. A teacher on strike at Britannia Secondary School in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Click here for more on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers stand under the sign for Templeton High School in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Click here for more on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers on strike speak to a supporter outside Templeton Secondary School in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Ryan Tanabe, left, a teacher, and his father Rod Tanabe, a counsellor teacher at Killarney Secondary School, walk the picket line outside the school in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Click here for more on the B.C. teachers contract dispute. Teachers in the central Okanagan were part of rotating strikes on May 27, 2014. These are educators from Constable Neil Bruce Middle School in West Kelowna. Supporters of B.C. teachers rally in the Sooke School District. Surrey teachers pose with their growing pile of marking during the first day of rotating strikes. Teachers picket in New Westminster on May 26, the first day of rotating strikes in a contract dispute with the province. Grade 12 Eric Hamber Secondary student Sarah Bercic wears a T-shirt supporting B.C. teachers. Teachers picket in Penticton on May 26, the first day of rotating strikes in a contract dispute with the province. Anya Prokopeva, 8, a Grade 3 student in New Westminister, and her mom Julie Prokopeva, right, a member of the support staff at Killarney Secondary School, pass by striking teachers as they leave after walking the picket line outside the school in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Anya Prokopeva, 8, a Grade 3 student in New Westminister, uses a strike sign for shade rests as her mom Julie Prokopeva, a member of the support staff at Killarney Secondary School, walks a picket line outside the school in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. One of the earliest picket lines on the first day of the teachers' walkout was in Golden, B.C., which is in the Mountain time zone. Jim Iker, president of the B.C. Teachers' Federation, speaks to reporters on May 26, the first day of rotating strikes, at Vancouver's Charles Dickens Elementary. Jim Iker, president of the B.C. Teachers' Federation, speaks to reporters on May 26, the first day of rotating strikes, at Vancouver's Charles Dickens Elementary. Jim Iker, president of the B.C. Teachers' Federation, speaks to reporters on May 26, the first day of rotating strikes, at Vancouver's Charles Dickens Elementary. Striking teachers man a picket line outside Killarney Secondary School in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Public school teachers across British Columbia started rotating strikes Monday, a move that will put more than half a million students out of class for one day each this week. B.C. NDP Leader John Horgan poses with teachers in the Sooke School District. A rally in Coquitlam on May 25. Premier Christy Clark's face is seen on anti-bullying T-shirts at a rally in Coquitlam. Surrey teachers at Johnston Heights Secondary rally on May 23, 2014.  Share  Tweet  ✖ Advertisement Share this ✖ close Current Slide The government and union have a long history of struggle over control of educational policy, with the union striking more than 50 times in the past 40 years and at least three settlements imposed by government. But the public's chief concern isn't how, but when, the dispute concludes. The government is now seen to hold the key to the deadlock, said political science Prof. Hamish Telford, at the University of the Fraser Valley. "The public looks at government and says, 'Well, you do have the ability to solve this, even if you don't want to pay what the teachers are asking, you can legislate. So it is within your power to do it," Telford said. "The government may now be feeling a certain amount of pressure from the public that they've got to move on this." The legislature is set to resume on Oct. 6, and although standard business is slated to occur, back-to-work legislation could be introduced and passed quite quickly by the majority B.C. Liberals, said the professors. There is no specific requirement for instructional days in the school calendar, allowing boards of education to make their own schedules. Instead, yearly instructional hours ranged from 853 for Kindergarten students to 952 for Grades 8 through 12. The Education Ministry said staff are considering options to ensure students complete required courses, despite the days lost during the strike. Teachers launched rotating strikes for three weeks last spring before initiating a full-scale work stoppage, about two weeks before the end of the last school year. A veteran mediator has pronounced the two sides too far apart to wrangle a deal. Both the government and union have attempted to get concessions from the other over the past two weeks as the power struggle has played out through the media. The teachers put forward a framework to settlement through binding arbitration a week ago, with a single condition that the employer scrap a contentious clause around bargaining class size and composition. Follow @TamsynBurgmann on Twitter Also on HuffPost: More: Bc School Strike 2014 Peter Fassbender BC Teachers Strike BC Teachers BC Politics Teacher Strike Bc Video Bc Teacher Strike Cp Bc Teacher Strike 2014 Teachers Strike BC Bc Education B.C. Teachers Strike 2014 Bc Strike Legislation Bc Teachers Legislation Teachers Strike Bc 2014 Bc Teachers Back to Work Suggest a correction Around the Web BC teachers' strike: 'E80 can be negotiated' says Fassbender ... B.C. Teachers Strike 2014: Pictures, Videos, Breaking News   Click here to view Conversations Conversations Most Popular B.C. Teen Killed By Train Was Wearing Headphones, Texting: RCMP Facebook Anthem Singer's Fall Is Lesson In Showmanship YouTube Pastafarian Loses B.C. Driver's Licence Over Holy Colander YouTube LOOK: Stunning Scenes By B.C.'s October Photographer David Chang Photography Elderly Asian Women Attacked In Vancouver Nastco via Getty Images Lawyers Of Convicted Surrey Six Gangsters Want Mistrial Darryl Dyck/CP LOOK: Old Vancouver Bank's New Life Jason Statler When It Comes to Jumbo Glacier Resort, All Questions Lead Back To Powerful Minister Caillum Smith | Flickr Vancouver Mom Who Killed Her 2 Babies Sentenced CityTV YouTube Aldergrove School Playground Condemned North Otter Elementary Facebook This Derelict Van 'Home' Costs $550/Month To Rent In B.C. Bill Everitt Petronas Threatens To Delay B.C. LNG Project By A Decade MyLoupe/UIG via Getty Images 45 Signs You're A Vancouver Canucks Fan Getty Images Intruder Dies After Being Caught By Homeowner, Neighbour Shutterstock / sculpies Recognize This Photo? Here's The Story Behind It Claude P. Dettloff/CP/National Archives of Canada Stanley Park Pedestrian Dies After Crash With Cyclist Getty Premier Denies Downplaying B.C. LNG Expectations Jonathan Hayward/CP Vancouver Is The Reason Alyssa Milano Quit TV Show Paul Archuleta via Getty Images City Of Vancouver Taking Arbutus Corridor Fight To Court Darryl Dyck/The Canadian Press Vancouver Mayor Focuses On Pipelines For Re-Election Campaign Vision Vancouver Facebook FOLLOW HUFFPOST Email Email Address Options HuffPost Daily Brief British Columbia Get top stories and blog posts emailed to me each day.. Facebook HuffPost British Columbia Twitter HuffPost Follow British Columbia Follow Google Plus HuffPost British Columbia RSS The Huffington Post British Columbia All RSS / Feeds Phone Available on the App Store Android App on Google Play Get it at Blackberry App World Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search advertise log in make HuffPost your home page RSS careers FAQ user agreement privacy policy comment policy about us about our ads contact us Copyright ©2014 TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. "The Huffington Post" is a registered trademark of TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. All rights reserved. Part of HPMG News Use this form to alert a HuffPost editor about a factual or typographical error in this story. Notify message * Required * * * What kind of error is this? Choose an option Factual or typographical Comment moderation problem Rights and permissions Other * What is the correction? 0 count Describe the error here (1,000 character limit) * Type the words below so we know you are not a cyborg Sign me up for The Huffington Post's Daily Brief Thank you!)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=20586&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > March 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 5, March 2010  Anticipating full-day Kindergarten By Karen Bernath There has been a lot of discussion and debate about the concept of full-day Kindergarten since the government first started discussing the concept. Change can be very stressful and changing the Kindergarten students’ day to full time is a huge pedagogical shift from the way the Kindergarten program has been delivered over the course of my 21 years as a teacher in British Columbia. Many questions have been raised by teachers, parents and politicians alike—do four- and five-year-olds have the stamina for a full day at school? Will there be nap time? Will Kindergarten become a mini-Grade 1? Are we, as a society, placing too much emphasis on academic achievement? The government has made it clear that full-day Kindergarten IS happening—partial implementation for September 2010 and full implementation across the province for September 2011. There comes a time in the debate when we need to focus on moving forward as Reinhold Niebuhr said “God, grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change, the courage to change the things I can, and the wisdom to know the difference.” The public debate and discussion around full-day Kindergarten has caused me, as a Kindergarten teacher, to examine my practice and reflect upon what I truly believe about the Kindergarten program. Many early primary teachers in my local have moved away from teaching Kindergarten in the last five years because of the workload issues associated with teaching Kindergarten in today’s world of high-stakes testing and accountability. I disagree with the screening of Kindergarten students before they have a chance to become familiar with the routines that will help guide them toward security in their learning environment. Being a Kindergarten teacher means doing double screeners in my district—one set for your morning class and one set for your afternoon class. Teaching K means double the report cards and double the parent teacher interviews—maybe one class of students for the full day wouldn’t be such a bad thing? The government has stated that the Kindergarten curriculum will not be doubled with the additional instructional time. Perhaps there will be an opportunity to move back to a true “play-based” program where children are allowed to learn in an experiential way. I have dusted off my Primary Program binder and started reminding myself of the way that I learned to teach primary back in the “Year 2000” with themes and centres and field trips and cooking. I have heard that the Provincial Primary Teachers’ Association is working on workshops to revive the Primary Program. Suddenly as a Kindergarten teacher, I’m excited about the possibilities—thinking maybe this change will be okay for our Kindergarten students. It is my professional responsibility to ensure that the proposed changes bring about positive benefits for the profession and the learning environment of my students, always striving for a program that is play-based, experiential, and values the developmental needs of the students in my classroom. One of my favourite quotes by Mary Englebreit comes to mind: “If you have knowledge, let others light their candles by it.” As a Kindergarten teacher who has had the opportunity to teach full-day, every-day Kindergarten to a group of ESL, students with special needs, and First Nations students in the past, I will be helping my colleagues acquire the knowledge that they are seeking to ensure that this change is in the best interest of our Kindergarten students. Watch for workshops sponsored by the Primary Teachers’ Association and the BCTF in your local. I have decided that rather than stress about the change, I’m going to embrace it and use the additional time to make my Kindergarten program a good place for four- and five-year-old children to learn. In the words of Alan Cohen, “It takes a lot of courage to release the familiar and seemingly secure, to embrace the new. But there is no real security in what is no longer meaningful. There is more security in the adventurous and exciting, for in movement there is life, and in change there is power.” Karen Bernath teaches at Bankhead Elementary School, Kelowna, and is a member of BCTF Professional Issues Advisory Committee.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=18242&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 6, April 2009  Classified Ads TRAVEL/VACATION GULF ISLANDS Deluxe waterfront cottage, 1 bd./sleeps 4, winter and summer rates, call Alma 250-629-3008, www.ainsliepointcottage.com  WHISTLER Condo. Sleeps 4, views, close to village, 604-943-9423, preddyplace@telus.net. WHISTLER condos.1&2 bdrm sleeps 4 & 6, quiet family area on semi-private beach, 10 min to village, all amen., jetted tubs, special summer rates. Min. 3 nights, prefer weekly rentals. Fall and Winter rates from $100. Ron or Arla 604-988-8231. arlam@shaw.ca or ronald4953@gmail.com  QUEEN CHARLOTTE ISLANDS/ HAIDA GWAII Fabulous “mothership” kayaking, wilderness adventure, unforgettable experiences. 1-888-559-8317, www.TourHaidaGwaii.com FRANCE. Ultimate vacations, privately owned, beautiful furn. 1 bd. central Paris. Provence lovely furn. house close to Avignon. Wkly/mthly. 604-738-1876, 604-298-3904, irene.roland@gmail.com, www.ultimateparis.com MAZATLAN, MEXICO 2 bdrm, 2 bath, condo. Sleeps 4, pool, tennis, 3 blks to beach. Teacher owned, reasonable rates. 604-733-6184, cell: 604-418-7967, leilade@shaw.ca TREKKING. Interested in trekking in Nepal, Tibet, India, or Bhutan? Check out Responsible Adventures at www.notjusttreks.com for great treks at great prices. CABO 2 bdrm. 2 bath on spectacular bay. Web page: www.cabocondo.ca SUN PEAKS RESORT Stone’s Throw Unit 49, Luxurious brand new condo 2bd/2bath sleeps 5, ski-in-ski-out, Mountain Views, Private hot tub, F/P, BBQ, 6 appliances, Plasma TVs. Free Wireless Internet. All amenities. NS/NP. To reserve call 1-888-240-2402 or go to www.stonesthrow49.directvacations.com MAUI Privately owned, beautiful fully furn. 2 bd., 2 bath condo across from Kamaole beaches. Great complex, Great location. 250-598-6955, F: 250-598-6965. WHISTLER Blackcomb benchlands, ski in/out, pool, hot tubs, beautifully equiipped, sleeps 5, Internet secure, parking. www.at-blackcomb.com, 604-929-6589. DISCOVER RURAL FRANCE on Two Wheels—easy-going routes meander through France’s scenic landscapes with little traffic so inexperienced cyclists can pedal at a carefree pace. Farmhouse style accom. with regional cuisine and local wines. Guided by enthusiastic retired Francophile teacher. Explore enchanting chateaux in the Loire; prehistoric treasures in the Dordogne; or the rolling vineyards of Burgundy. Destinations by Design Travel Ltd. (BC Reg 39159) 1-888-703-0163, www.destinationsbydesign.ca, shelagh@destinationsbydesign.ca FRANCE FRANCE 2009 Holiday rental well renovated stone houses in ancient vineyard village, SW France, great walking, cycling, food, wine. C$698/ C$916 week per family, U 18, e-mail: mjcapper@hotmail.com, Visit www.ourhouseinfrance.com.au WHISTLER Bed & Breakfast. Closest to the village! 1-877-932-5547, www.hausstephanie.com. PUERTO VALLARTA bright & quiet 1 bdrm, 2 blks from beach, downtown, reasonable wkly/mnthly rates. 604-608-4268, dbemc@hotmail.com  GABRIOLA ISLAND BC. 2 bdrm. cottage, private, fully equipped, starting $900/mo. or $450/wk. no taxes, 250-247-9883, www.gabriolacottage.netfirms.com, boysen@shaw.ca BLACKCOMB Luxury 2 bdrm/loft, 3 bath, sleeps 8, ski-in/ski-out, 604-940-0156. WHISTLER Creekside 3 bdrm townhouse for rent, sleeps 6-8 comfortably. 2 bath. 604-535-9315. DEEP BAY Waterfront 2 bdrm cottage, Deep Bay, Vancouver Island, overlooking Denman, Hornby Islands. Relaxing, private. Sleeps 4-6 people, N/S, N/P. Avail. June to Sept. 604-939-0121 or chuck_denison@telus.net HORNBY ISLAND vacation accommodations, discoverhornby.ca PARKSVILLE BC, 2 bdrm, 2 bath, modern fully furnished townhouse, N/S, N/P, monthly rentals only. Close to beach, golf, hiking, skiing. emcvie@yahoo.com, 250-477-2898. PUERTO VALLARTA. Brand new condo, 3 bdrm, 3 bath, pool & BBQ club, 2 blks from beach, 25 min. to downtown Puerto Vallarta. Only $100 US per night. For pictures, e-mail us at ranchito1@yahoo.com  SOUTHERN FRANCE is waiting for you. Wonderful 17th century farmhouse. 3 bdrm., 2 bath, fully equipped. Tranquil setting located in historic wine area. Contact: AnneLouise McFarland 250-665-6733, almcfarland@shaw.ca OKANAGAN COTTAGE for rent on Okanagan Lake, near Kelowna. Sleeps 6. Private beach and dock. $1000/wk. To view go to www.carrsareus.com GUANAJUATO, MEXICO 3 bdrm, 3 bath house. Near university, reasonable rates. Contact sundowners2@hotmail.com, 604-619-9927. PENDER ISLAND. 3-year “new” cottage at Otter Bay on Pender Island. 1 bdrm + loft. Sleeps 6. Spring/summer rates. Call Cheryl 604-597-4262. WHISTLER GETAWAY Pinecrest Estates, 4 bdrm cabin, sauna, deck, BBQ, tennis, private lake, suits 2-8. 206-936-3346, glush@shaw.ca CULTUS LAKE 3 bdrm. cottage, 150 ft. to lake, N/P, N/S. Avail. July 5-Aug. 2. $700/wk. Phone 604-464-2890 or delia_cooper@telus.net SUNSHINE COAST Kayaker’s dream! Rare oceanfront cottage at Pender Harbour. Private beach and dock just steps from garden - level entry to rental suite. Shower, kitchen, radio, DVD. Sleeps 2-4. Min. to nearby lakes and famous Skookumchuk Rapids. July books fast. $500/wk. Susan 604-467-3978, susanwalker@telus.net, www.penderharbourcottage.ca CULTUS LAKE Enjoy a vacation at beautiful Cultus Lake. Deluxe waterfront accommodation is offered at reasonable rates. Phone 604-316-1235. CULTUS LAKE COTTAGE New upscale 2 bdrm, sleeps 7. Full kitchen, 6 appl. Spectacular clubhouse. 2 pools, hot tubs, fitness centre, recreation room. Reasonable rates. 604-882-9612, www.cultuslakecottages.com OKANAGAN LAKE Beautiful 2 bdrm cabin situated just north of Fintry Prov. Park, right on the lake. Full kitchen (no d/w), bathroom with shower, eating area and living room with satelite TV. No washer/dryer. Buoy for your boat if needed. Avail. for 1 or 2 wks, June 28–July 11. $1500/wk. For more info, call Angie 250-549-5218. PALM DESERT Deluxe 2 bdrm condo in Palm Valley Country Club for rent by the week. Avail. May, June. $1100/wk. Contact 604-228-1779 or lauriekerr@hotmail.com SIDNEY BY THE SEA 2 bdrm, 3 bath, duplex available July 7 to Aug. 18. $500/wk. Utilities, laundry, appliance, internet included. Beaches, ferries, airport and downtown Victoria min. away. erdem@telus.net SUNSHINE COAST South of Lund) Sandy beach house, 3 bdrm. available: July 13-20, July 27-Aug. 3. N/S, N/P, $900/wk. More info and pictures: www.membersshaw.ca/kennedy-macneill/home.html and/or 250-338-1947. GO-OUTDOORS Summer 2009 trips. Four-day ocean kayaking in the Broken Islands. Five-day hut to hut hike in the Cariboo mountains. 250-694-0204, www.go-outdoors.ca QUESNEL LAKE Rustic fishing/kayaking cabin for rent June-Oct. Boat dock, running water, no electricity. Sleeping loft plus 2 bdrms. Call 250-675-5395 or e-mail larrcala@telus.net QUALICUM BEACH Van. Island, character home, 2 bdrm, 2 bath, ocean view. Across from golf course. 6 blks to town. 1.5 blks to magnificant sandy beaches. BBQ, porch. N/S, N/P. Perfect location to explore Van. Island and Gulf Islands. $900/wk. June-Sept. Call John 250-382-0411 or 250-951-8967. QUALICUM BEACH 1 bdrm. cottage. N/S, N/P. $650/wk. June to August. Call John 250-382-0411 or 250-752-3342. CLEARWATER Bed & breakfast (Gateway to Wells Gray National Park) ntvalley.com/rosegarden, 1-877-998-Rose. BC@mercuryspeed.com GABRIOLA ISLAND 2 bdrm. fully equipped cottage. Close to beach, ferry, and village. Golfing, swimming, biking, fishing, diving, kayaking, etc. nearby. Monthly, weekly, 3-night rates. watremb@sympatico.ca GABRIOLA ISLAND Waterfront cottage on tranquil Pilot Bay, 3 bdrm. fully furn. Sleeps 6, winter and summer rates. Call Kathy 250-743-2829. BEACHFRONT COTTAGE for rent on sunny Cowichan Lake. Beautiful, new, luxury cabin available weekly. Visit www.members.shaw.ca/watermanproperties/ForRentAtCowichan, colleague discount, 250-656-9711. SILVA BAY Gabriola Island, waterfront home on 1 wooded acre, 4 bdrms, 2 baths, stone F/P, fully equipped, 1500 sq.ft. Deck, 70 ft. private wharf, weekly rental, June–Sept. 604-764-2033, www.villagenet.ca/silvabayhouse GABRIOLA ISLAND waterfront cottage, 2 bdrm with superb view of the coast mountains across the Georgia Strait. Sits on 1/3 acre with steps to the beach. 1,218 sq.ft. plus large deck facing the ocean. 1 1/2 baths. Electric heating and a modern woodstove. Fully furnished. Available to rent June 1, $1,200/mo. 250-746-5895. RENT/EXCHANGE VANCOUVER Clean, bright, quiet, centrally located condos at Robson & Bute. 1 bdrm. $95. Daily/wkly/mthly rates. 604-608-4268, dbemc@hotmail.com COMOX BC Large West Coast furnished home. Quiet cul-de-sac. Walk to ocean/golf/town. Avail. July 1, 2009 to January 15, 2010. jnijhoff@telus.net, 250-339-2265. VANCOUVER 1 bdrm. apartment near beach for the summer. 604-737-7181 or email daphnoucho@hotmail.com VANCOUVER “Yaletown Luxury Studio” Fully furnished and available for July & August, weekly/monthly. Secure underground parking, indoor pool/ fitness. Walking distance to all downtown amenities. Call: 604-626-8523. To view: www.imambo.com/getaway KELOWNA special home, 2 bdrm, 2 bath on 3 wooded acres with lake view. 20 min. to downtown, reduced rent for care of 2 friendly cats, avail. for Aug. $1350 and possibly last week of July and first week of Sept. 250-769-6413, doubledlight@gmail.com OCEAN PARK, South Surrey, new 1 bdrm. suite for rent, full bath, F/P, heated tiles, all utilities incl. N/P, N/S. $850/mo. 604-535-9315. CHILLIWACK perfect house, 2 bdrm., 1 bath, 1100sq.ft. orig. hardwood, F/P, 5 apps. N/S, small pets ok. $1150/mo. + util. very clean. Superb neighbors, call 604-792-7935. VANCOUVER West End. newly renovated, fully-furn. studio apt., 2 blks from Stanley Park and English Bay. $450/wk., $1300/mo. includes parking. 250-447-6393 or jkathleen@shaw.ca HOUSE/DOG SITTING Vancouver Island between Campbell River and Courtenay 3 bdrm. house, kid oriented. Dog is 10, kid-friendly, needs company. Within walking distance of Oyster River and a 3-5 min. drive to Saratoga Beach. July 15 to Aug. 20. Contact info: cabele@telus.net, 250-923-9126. VANCOUVER 2 bdrm. furn. condo in Dunbar, close to all amenities, on bus route, close to UBC, reduced rent for care of resident cat. July-August. elizabbell@gmail.com SWAP our Penticton home for your Victoria home for July 2009. 2 adults, 2 children, no pets. Newly renovated 3 bdrm, 2 bath. Centrally located. Minutes to both lakes. badgers@telus.net RENT/EXCHANGE Fully furn. deluxe waterfront suite at Cultus Lake or will trade for furn. accommodation on Vancouver Island, Vancouver or the Interior. 604-316-1235. VICTORIA Oceanfront suite, wkly/mthly rates. http://judyak.shawwebspace.ca 250-380-6682. CRESCENT BEACH South Surrey. 2 bdrm. 1 bath, large fenced yard, 2 blks. from ocean. Ideal for single or couple. N/S. $1150/mo. Available Sept. 1/09 to June 30/10. Call Susanna at 604-853-5415. WANTED House or apt. in Victoria for a weekend in exchange for house in Ocean Park, Surrey or townhouse, Whistler. 604-535-9315. COMOX privately owned spacious 2 bdrm. condo, bright, beautiful furn., very quiet. Close to Marina, tennis, golf, Filberg Park. Available July, August, 250-890-9225. MISCELLANEOUS SCHOOL TATTOOS 1000 tattoos with your school’s logo $149. Great for school spirit, teams or fundraising. Visit www.schooltattoos.ca or e-mail info@schooltattoos.ca or tel/fax 613-567-2636. www.edpro.org—Pro-d opportunities, by educators, for educators. LEARN TO WALK ON WATER. Field trips, educational material to liven up your curriculum. Contact Burns Bog Conservation Society. 604-572-0373, 1-888-850-6264. TEACHERS’ TUTORING SERVICE needs tutors. BCCT teachers.Metro Vancouver K-12, all subjects, flexible hours, good rates. 604-730-3410, teacher@tutor.bc.ca, www.tutor.bc.ca SIMPLY THE BEST WAY to find a tutor! Connecting tutors with students, come see our new look at www.findAtutor.ca. PACIFIC GARDENS COHOUSING is a new, environmentally friendly community in Nanaimo on a spectacular 4.37 acre property close to downtown. Enjoy a strong sense of community, social interaction and over 8000 sq.ft. of common amenities. Call 250-754-3060 for more information or visit us at www.pacificgardens.ca ESL TUTOR. 604-329-1788 www.englishsolutionsvancouver.com RETIRING SOON? Join the B.C. Retired Teachers' Association with 42 branches around the province. Services to members: guarding members’ interests, promoting members’ welfare, and preserving education heritage. For more information, go to www.bcrta.ca or call 604-871-2260, 1-877-683-2243. IN-HOME TUTORING agency needs certified teachers for Grade 1–12 (all subjects) for Lower Mainland, Campbell River, Comox Valley. www.schooliseasy. com. Forward résumé to susan@schooliseasy.com, or fax 604-439-1795, or phone 604-439-1790, toll free 1-877-787-5854. FREE RESOURCES for teachers. BC Crime Prevention Resource Centre. www.bccpa.org/library RETIRED? RETIRING? Turn a passion, hobby or life skill into extra income. www.bonniegmcclure.com, 604-946-8955. NEED A NEW OR NEWER VEHICLE? I make vehicle shopping easy, while saving you time and money. With a background in education I can listen and understand what is important to you. Give me a call, check the web site, or email for more information. Bill Sloan, 250-412-7970, Email: bsloan@shaw.ca, www.billsloan.ca FOR SALE. GALIANO ISLAND. Peaceful getaway! 2-acre forest lot with water, hydro. Short easy hike to waterfront paradise. 321-acre Dionisio Prov. Park known for its sandy swimming beaches and sweeping views. Winterized 37ft. 5th wheel, 96 sq.ft. shed, 80 sq.ft. power shed included. $175,000 mortgage/loan option avail. through vendor. Contact Sharole 604-738-2781 or sharoleb@shaw.ca DRAMAWORKS 2009 – Theatre Alberta presents a variety of workshops to collectively engage educators, amateurs & professionals. Workshops in acting, directing, playwriting, design & more! 2.5 & 3.5 day weekend workshops running July 2-12 at the Citadel Theatre, Edmonton. Early Bird pricing in effect until May 29. Ask about Artstrek, our summer program for teens! Visit theatrealberta.com or call 780-422-8162. TUTORS WANTED for face to face or on-line tutoring. Visit www.tutorscout.com for more information.)
(20140930,www.bcpsea.bc.ca,http://www.bcpsea.bc.ca/cse,IIS 7.5 Detailed Error - 404.0 - Not Found Server Error in Application "BCPSEA.BC.CA" Internet Information Services 7.5 Error Summary HTTP Error 404.0 - Not Found The resource you are looking for has been removed, had its name changed, or is temporarily unavailable. Detailed Error Information Module IIS Web Core Notification MapRequestHandler Handler StaticFile Error Code 0x80070002 Requested URL http://www.bcpsea.bc.ca:80/cse Physical Path C:\inetpub\vhosts\bcpsea.bc.ca\httpdocs\cse Logon Method Anonymous Logon User Anonymous Most likely causes: The directory or file specified does not exist on the Web server. The URL contains a typographical error. A custom filter or module, such as URLScan, restricts access to the file. Things you can try: Create the content on the Web server. Review the browser URL. Create a tracing rule to track failed requests for this HTTP status code and see which module is calling SetStatus. For more information about creating a tracing rule for failed requests, click here. Links and More Information This error means that the file or directory does not exist on the server. Create the file or directory and try the request again. View more information »)
(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2014/09/tentative-agreement-yes-or-no.html?showComment0751410991841638,Staffroom Confidential: Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, September 16, 2014 Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Despite what I know was a herculean effort on the part of our bargaining team, I very much hope that BC teachers will vote no to the tentative agreement. After five weeks of strike, and twelve years of legal battles, this is not the deal that will restore sanity to public education and it is not a fair deal for teachers and students. Just as teachers in Saskatchewan rejected a deal to ensure a better outcome, I hope BC teachers will consider a no vote to let our team know we have to go back to the bargaining table. Class size, composition The agreement provided a modified LIF fund starting at $75 million per year and increasing to $85 by the last year. It is for teachers only, which will mean a slight improvement in Districts where sizeable portions were spent on Education Assistants or senior District staff rather than teachers. However, in an average size District like Victoria (20,000 students, 1,000 teachers), this will translate into about 5-10 more teachers. That is one for every five schools. To put it in comparison, Justice Griffin's judgement estimated the lost funding due to lost class size language at about $330 million in current dollars. (Read more here about the proposed Education Fund.) I heard so many teachers speak up about the need to ensure that we do not return to over-crowded classes when the strike ends. This agreement does very little to alleviate what is the most pressing issue. Throwing away the court victory The agreement provides a "reopener" in the event we win on appeal our class size language. What this means is that the language returns, but is not implemented until new language is negotiated. Without the actual implementation of the returned language, there will be very little incentive for the government to bargain it back. We would essentially be back in the very same position we are in today, with government trying to bargain it out and us trying to bargain it back in. In my opinion, even if we were legislated back to work we would be in a superior position. If we won the appeal the government would then be forced to implement the language. We are thus throwing away our historic court victory and the bargaining pressure it potentially creates. The reopener is really only mildly less offensive than E80. In both cases, we have to bargain back what was illegally taken from our contract and the government will probably never have to restore it. In fact, the "reopener" creates the perfect opportunity for government to lock us out to try and force us to agree to something far inferior. Throwing away the remedy for the last twelve years The agreement provides $105 million to compensate for grievances over-sized classes for the last twelve years. Using Justice Griffin's estimates, our loss is roughly $300 million times 12 = over $3 billion. I cannot fathom how $105 million is a fair compromise. The BCTF's original proposal to put this money back into the system was a more fair and productive approach. This agreement means we can no longer go to the courts for a fair remedy. Wages The agreement is very close to government's original offer. While I would be willing to accept this if the class size language was returned, teachers should not be taking such a significant monetary loss without the commensurate gain in working conditions. We have lost roughly 12% of our annual salary. We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut. Minimal improvements There are very minimal improvements in preparation time for elementary teachers (10 minutes per week), and TTOC daily rate. The TTOC daily rate change may depend on your grid placement. It could actually be a wage loss for long term TTOCs who are above category 5 and step 7. There is also $11 million in health and dental benefits. At 40,000 members, this is $275 each. Hardly worth consideration in the context of the rest of the agreement. What next? There are a variety of options if we vote no. We can continue the strike. We can choose to return to work and continue bargaining. We do not, and should not, accept an agreement that doesn't meet our needs and doesn't meet the needs of students and public education. When Saskatchewan teachers rejected the first deal which had 5.5% wage increases over four years, the second deal had 7.3% increases over four years. They have said this still isn't good enough. For us, our main issue is classroom conditions. We need to say this isn't good enough. The way to do that is to vote no. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 7:48 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 124 comments: Troy MooreSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:17 PM The EC recommendation states the open clause will be argued from restored language. However, selling our grievances for nothing as the 105 million is strike savings, is plenty of reason to vote no. Further, no composition caps, but a fund controlled by Superintendents is enough reason to vote no. Thursday I will vote no.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:06 PM Re-opener also says "education fund" in place until new language bargained, so old language can disappear forever.Delete Reply Mme RousseauSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:33 PM Government starved us to death hoping we'd vote yes to whatever deal they'd offer. Planned it from the start.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:07 PM We can sill choose (collectively) to return to work if we reject this deal. Many options.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:09 PM Great analysis, Tara! I think that returning to work would be a bad idea. This will frustrate parents more if they need to find new ways to deal with taking care fo kids. USe the money given to you by the other unions. I am a teacher who had to quit for stress over the terrible condition of work (split FI grade 4/5, several low LD kids with little support, one severe with no support, 2 gifted (no support), and a principal who expected me to teach 2 separate social studies AND science programs)Delete Reply Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:56 PM Good points by all but the gov't succeeded in starving my family out and completly breaking us. I will be voting YES and live to fight another dayReplyDelete Replies schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:21 PM 'Fight another day'? In the last twelve years that we have been pushing back against this government, never has the tide tide been so much with teachers, class size/composition, and public education - and never has the government been pushed back onto the ropes (especially with the call for binding arbitration). What 'other day' is being proposed that we wait for? Now is the time. Vote 'no' and give the BCTF bargaining team a renewed mandate to get a decent deal for students and teachers.Delete Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:10 PM "Another day" means to wake up and realize that 2more weeks means my family of 5 could lose our home. It means I will do all I can to recall Cc, Factbender, and other mla's, and maybe even having "a guy I know" have a chat with them. In year 1 of their reign, I don't believe they even know what "the ropes" are. I will vote YES ...for my family, and I can live with thatDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:12 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply Karen FergusonSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:03 PM Just a question: When the Saskatchewan teachers voted no, had they already been on strike for 5 weeks?ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM No. They are working with no contract. They are not on strike.Delete Shannon DavisSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:23 AM I am a Saskatchewan teacher. We are not on strike; we are currently in the conciliation process after voting "no" to 2 previous offersDelete Reply "Mama Rose"September 16, 2014 at 9:27 PM Can we truly return to work without agreeing and continue bargaining? When I suggested returning to work a few weeks ago, the answer was "being on strike puts pressure on the gov't and without pressure they have no reason to settle." And can you explain more how legislating us back would be better than agreeing to this deal? And finally, why would the BCTF executive put forward a deal that was not a good one?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:30 PM Because they need confirmation of the resolve of the membership to get something better. That is what a no vote does.Delete Reply Troylana MSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:28 PM some great points to ponder, tara......thinking thinking....ReplyDelete schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:43 PM If we vote 'no' to the tentative deal we still have options: We'd not have a contract. But we could... a) strike with full picket lines b) partially strike with phase 1 (work-to-rule) in schools c) partially strike with periodic/rotating job action d) continue negotiating e) return to work and re-escalate strike f) some/all of the above ReplyDelete Replies Caroline MackenzieSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:21 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:14 PM a) will expedite matters (I say less that 3 days)Delete Reply danabjornsonSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:05 PM I am thinking that a legislated, crappier contract would only be in effect for 2 years max (before elections...). If we take this offer, then we will be agreeing to this pseudo-E80. Should we win the court case (which we likely will), we will have to settle on the terms of the THIS negotiated contract which doesn't actually restore learning conditions; it simply allows for those conditions to be negotiated. If we say n, then we default to the 2002 contract, which DOES restore the language. A "yes" vote is saying that we are good on "crumbs"; a "no" vote is saying we want an actual meal. That's my understanding, anyway. Please correct me where I am wrong, Tara. :)ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:44 PM And word is IF they legislate, they could opt to legislate back Grade 10-12 only causing the union to have to lay off all teachers and re-hire based on seniority. That will tear the union at the seams pitting teacher against teacher for those positions. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:17 PM There will be a general strike if that were to happen! They better not do this. They will regret it.Delete Reply imaginefunlearningSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:09 PM Some good points on the background of our fight over the past 12 years, which I have been actively engaged in; however we need to recognize the climate we are in. We are not in Sask. people! We have just come through a very long summer!! We need to thank our @bctf bargaining team & recognize the toll this has taken on all of us & our families. I don't have the luxury of more time on the strike line. This may be as good as it gets. Let's read the agreement and consider getting back to work and making some $ again! That's my 2 cents worth, which would come in really handy right now!!!ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:18 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply RobSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:11 PM Go back in work to rule mode. Work this winter to recall every Liberal MLA. ThAt is the only way to apply pressure to these criminals. ReplyDelete Replies Kate RestonSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:03 PM Recall! Not sure who won the battle but the war is still onDelete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:14 AM Well said Kate... I agree 100%Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:20 PM I think say NO and a better deal will be done in less than 3 days. These guys are not criminals, they are lower than that. I bet they get a sick pleasure in hurting the kids and the teachers.Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:31 PM An official recall is in the works: https://www.facebook.com/groups/316129595235450/?fref=ts Please consider joining.Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:26 AM Leah - do you honestly think anyone who voted BC Liberal did so thinking that they would act any differently on the education file?Delete Reply JJSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:16 PM I am glad to see other members who share my views. I am outraged at a 1.2 percent "raise" in salary per year that doesn't even meet inflation of currently 2%. I feel used and abused.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:23 PM Not to mention all of the other pittance! I am actually surprised that Iker asked teachers to vote on this! Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:18 PM Hi Tara Thanks for the summary! Will we be able to vote NO to the deal, but vote YES to returning to work? Will there be three options when we vote Thursday? Why did the BCTF agree to a substandard deal for us? If we vote no to a deal that was recommended to us, the teachers look like the bad guys and public approval will plummet. I am very disappointed and frustratedReplyDelete Replies KataSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:12 AM Public approval will not necessarily plummet. I have seen strikes where the membership has voted against the executive's "best results to date", and ended up with a better offer. This offer is an insult. The $300 million will not bring funding to the national average (I believe). More importantly, the wage offer is half of the average wage increase for public and private workers (StatsCan). Delete Reply MontySeptember 16, 2014 at 10:19 PM Thank you, Tara. My thoughts too, more clearly expressed. As well, Thursday is too soon to vote, too soon to vote, too soon to vote........ReplyDelete Richard ChalkeSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:21 PM Vote no and lose every shred of public support...just sayin!ReplyDelete Replies UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:31 AM I am a member of the public and would support a "no" vote. js!.Delete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:01 AM Richard Chalke, NO you won't! I am a mother with 3 adopted special needs children who need to be in a class that is designed for them and others like them (my kids are academically slightly delayed but their issues are more social and behavioural) where they can receive the education they deserve taught in a way they can comprehend. I will speak now for all the parents I know, and we will support the teacher's if they continue to fight for our children's best interest.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:28 PM It might not be pretty at first, but once we explain things (and I hope the Mandarin-speaking teachers flood the Richmond organization that voiced their concerns), they will back us. The 3 billions that the judge came to is the first I hear about. This should be stated to every newsmedia comment section in the province. Minimize pickets and flood those outlets with commenters, just like the Liberals do. Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:45 PM I am a member of the public and a single Mother of a child in the public school system. You will NOT lose one bit of my support if you vote no. I know that you are sacrificing so that my child can have a better education, and I am most grateful for it. Having said that, I also know that you are exhausted and broke. I have been dreading that you may have to settle for less than what you (we) deserve because the government succeeded in breaking you. I am not in your shoes, so cannot judge. If the vote is a yes, I understand and I am still behind you. Delete Reply Alison RocheSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:25 PM It is a crap deal. It's always a crap deal. Once you raise the stakes to striking, anything else is a cave in. The last time we walked out was the 3 day illegal strike where I threw away 1200$ and got EXACTLY the same contract I had the year before. The BCTF called it a win because they didn't rip up MORE of my contract. Ridiculous. There are a few of us that believe that working to contract, doing 100% of your teaching job and nothing more (like paying for supplies out of your own pocket or EC) is the only way teachers will survive this government. What if they get re-elected again? Then what? Teachers have lost thousands to these clowns to make "statements" about the state of public education in this province. We can't keep sacrificing ourselves and our families. And in the meantime, you talk to parents about why you have to take this crappy road. Because up until this strike they mostly didn't care about the state of education, but god forbid you didn't run a Sports Day. Then suddenly they wanted to know what the hell was going on. Keep the conversation going in schools. Attend your PAC meetings and stop enabling this govt to underfund and overwork the system. And still get paid!ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:20 AM I am very excited at the prospect of returning to my beloved job on Friday. However I will NOT continue to put my personal money into my classroom and I will be seriously reconsidering my involvement in extra curriculars. I think we shoot ourselves in the foot with all the unpaid work we so willingly volunteer to do. Delete Reply FCSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:38 PM I heard a rumour last week from a loose lipped government insider that after the 22nd, depending on the outcome of the negotiations the Liberals were going to announce a 3 step process. I was not clear if this was based on 3 steps to resolve the strike (perhaps the 3rd step is legislation??) or 3 steps to overhaul the education system, either way, they will settle it outright. I wish you all luck and all the information that you need to make a sound decision of what you feel is best.ReplyDelete Replies Lisa BurrowsSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:53 PM I have heard similar rumours. On the 23rd, the gov. was planning on introducing a $6000 per year voucher system for 3 choices: an academic or trades program, or something called EducationCanada. Not clear whether their intention was to privatize the public system, de-certify teachers and hire them back under new wage/benefits. Not clear where these rumours originated from. Maybe fear tactics to get teachers to vote yes. In any event, I plan on voting yes. I signed up to be a teacher, not a martyr. This strike has cost us a lot. We need to regain our livelihood and hopefully continue the conversation about class composition. We have at least awakened many people to the issue, and the court case is still an avenue that could eventually improve teaching and learning conditions.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:33 PM I urge all teachers to fight and say NO to this deal. Retired teacher who had to retire because horrendous work conditions. Make me proud. They will not last long if you say NO! I know this is tough, but there is money and I hear that Van City does offer loan at low to 0 %. Banks do allow you to miss a mortgage payment. Go talki to your banker.Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM Will school districts require teachers to make up missed days, as suggested in the media? Will the school calendar be changing to make up for the missed three weeks and if so will we be made aware of those changes PRIOR to the vote? ReplyDelete KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:41 PM "Wages..... We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut." And that is the cost of going on strike!!! There is nothing that can be done about that. You cannot go on strike and put up the raise you want every week to compensate for your time on strike - it doesn't work that way.ReplyDelete Replies Drew StevensonSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:59 AM I believe the missing "..." Suggests that they meant to refer to the losses against inflation since the last wage step increase. Thus this contract does not allow us to recover the buying power lost to inflation since the last non contract or "0%" year. Add those up and compare against the proposed increase and you see that by the end of the contract, we won't be able to afford the same value of goods (loaves of bread, watts of energy, litres of gas) that we could at the end of the last contracts term. It was not a comment about wages that were lost in the strike. Those are really small potatoes when compared to the grinding power of inflation over years and years. The next contract will use this latest for a bench mark so these losses to inflation will grind at all teachers for as long as they teach. A death of a thousand cuts to our ability to afford basic goods and services. Any raise less than inflation is a cut to the value placed on us and on our ability to pay our bills. Delete Reply Ed SSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:09 PM Having lost $20,000 (including summer school wages) as the single income for a family of five is far too much; I will be voting YES to the deal, unless the independently wealthy teachers out there who wish to continue the strike will pay my bills and mortgage for me.ReplyDelete Replies Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:14 PM I feel ya. Yes for meDelete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:18 AM Ed S. With all due respect (and I mean that), how did you lose $20,000 in the strike? Teachers were out 2 weeks (all out) before they were supposed to be in June, and now 3 weeks for the start of school? It is my understanding that teachers don't get paid through the summer months. Please correct me if I'm wrong, wherever I'm wrong. Shouldn't you have been financially alright for the summer months at least? Also all teachers knew this strike had a possibility of extending into the new school year but no one teacher budgeted for this possibility? I'm truly just trying to get a clear picture of where this all stems. NO disrespect intended.Delete BlairSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:12 AM Kelly, not Ed but if you look at the numbers there was the 10% lockout haircut in May/June plus the loss of most of June and the loss of much of September. In our 1 teacher (1 non) household we calculated a $9 K - $10 K loss so far. If you add summer school earnings you can easily make the loss in the $20 k zone. As for budgeting, we budget for the summer, but did not expect the 10% haircut, nor the loss of June/Sept days which completely messed our budgeting calculations. A very good friend (single teaching mother) was crushed by the loss of the June income and is without a penny today.Delete Mr. SmoothSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:35 PM The only one who didn't get a haircut was Jim Iker... and he needs one more than anyone else. What's with that over-coiffed 70"s mullet Jim? Does wonders for the BCTF brand image!Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:55 PM Jim's hair is not open for discussion in a respectful space like this. As for his salary, he is a teacher who does not get paid when we are on strike.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:04 PM Totally agree!Delete Reply Mr. GSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:24 PM If I thought they could do any better I would agree with voting NO, but you have to be realistic. The BCTF does not use professionals to bargain and always ends up with much less than they promise the membership when asking for a strike vote. While this is not a great deal for teachers, I really think you're fooling yourself if you think it'll get any better.ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:02 AM BCTF needs to be replaced with younger more adept representatives and advocates. Also, we should be hiring professional contract negotiators - you don't go into battle with cut throat corporate types with a wooden knife. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:37 PM This is BAD deal! Say NO to it and show those (expletives) that we will not take it anymore! Come on! Show them that teachers have a spine! They will respect us, oddly!Delete Reply retaSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:51 PM I agree with Richard. Those in the public that are uniformed would be furious, and there are many teachers who just can't afford to use their wages as their voice any longer - too much has already been donated to the government. In my opinion, the deal is pretty lame. I am sitting on the fence.ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:24 AM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:26 AM So true!!! I cannot afford to fight this battle for public education any longer. Why is this my personal and professional obligation??? However I think this deal is weak weak weak. I also think its the best we are going to get. Ideologically I'm on the fence but my wallet will vote YES.Delete Reply SirThinksToo MuchSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:54 PM My wife and I will be voting "Yes" on Thursday for it is the middle path. The easy path would have been for us to go back to school with E-80 & E-81 over our heads. The difficult path would be for us to vote "No" and put our mortgage at risk and having to continue asking retired parents for handouts to feed a family with three kids. The middle path is the wisest choice for us considering the current political climate in which those who do not teach are the quickest to judge it harshly.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:41 PM I understand that this is really tough for you! I almost died teaching a few month ago. I had to quit. Please consider holding on and say no. Remember the short loss in salary will be offset in the LONG-RUn by better salary increase. This is a joke! They will be laughing at you even more if we accept this. This is a very bad deal! However, I do respect your position!Delete Reply DaleSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:16 AM Why would classroom conditions be better on October 9th after being legislated back? We have been outplayed because of our stubborn refusal to outdated, tired old tactics. It is because of these actions that have led us to this terrible deal. Time to reset, regroup and stock up for the long haul. Can't do it if half the members commit hara kiri on themselves. We are a union of professionals not a cult. ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:49 AM Could not agree more.Delete schreck!September 17, 2014 at 9:44 AM Could you please advise which tactics you believe could have been used to secure a superior deal?Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:47 AM Full disclosure: I'm a BC Liberal supporter. The only people who would benefit from a NO vote are the BC Liberals. Teachers would be bargaining with no leverage whatsoever and would be viewed by a large segment of the population as unreasonable. The BC Liberals then get portray themselves as the only party capable of dealing with the BCTF. schreck! says that the BCTF has the government on the ropes, but he couldn't be farther from the truth. The government wants people to view the BCTF as their primary opponent. Disputes like this just shore up the BC Liberal base and protect its right flank. Any half-baked recall campaign will only reinforce that. It's true teachers aren't going to recoup the lost wages from the strike. I would suggest to you that that means this job action was probably not in teachers' interests, especially without any sort of appreciable strike fund. This is the best deal teachers were ever going to get with this government and people should have been able to recognize that in June. If you want my advice (which you probably don't), it would be to spend the next 5 years building up a strike fund, electing better leaders, and hiring a professional negotiating team. Don't bring a knife to a gunfight and expect things to go well. Focus on getting the best deal you can from whoever the government is rather than trying to change the government, the HST, Kinder Morgan or a thousand different issues that distract from education and erode the union's finances further. You'd be doing yourself a favour, and probably doing the NDP a favour at the same time. Also, if schreck! is David Schreck, you can thank his opposition to STV for the last two BC Liberal majorities. I know I do.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:11 PM One step would be to stop making political contributions to the NDP. This only contributes to the childish animosity and lack of trust that has constantly characterized negotiations. How else can the Socreds/Liberals view teachers except as enemies when they so publicly support their opponents. This stupid confrontational immature approach has to STOP!!!!! Education should not be a political fight when it is so obviously a valuable benefit to our society. It was an NDP government that legislated teachers back to work in 1993. Stop making education a political fight.Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:10 PM I don't think they have to go that far. CUPE and the Nurses still contribute to the NDP yet they don't have the same acrimonious relationship. CUPE and the Nurses just make their members their priority, and broader advocacy second.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:55 PM Ryan (possibly a Liberal paid commenter), with all due respect, I disagree with you. The cumulative increase in lieu of this will be better. Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can. I say to Iker, ask for 6% over 3 years because these people love to play the 15% over 15 year game to make it so big on the surface. Some people think that this is 15% every year. Believe me! I have seen it in comment sections. Others believe that the 15% is too high not understanding that they must divide things over the duration of the contract. It is time that we play it smarter. It is time to put the foot down and ask for money given to us by other unions, if it is needed. Banks can accept one late mortgage payment. It would be suicidal for them to not help. Imagine the possible damage if that ever leaks out. They could lose a lot in teacher money. I for one would pull my money out of a bank in support! Teachers are going to show this government that we have a spine! Enough is enough! Aren't you tired of being treated like kids? (Retired teacher who almost died in a car accident because of work conditions that were horrendous. I had to quit.)Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 AM Not paid by the BC Liberals. I pay them actually... :/ I imagine astroturfers of any affiliation wouldn't disclose their bias. "Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can." How did that work in May 2013? If the teachers reject a contract that their own union endorsed, it will make teachers seem unreasonable. Whether that perception is true or fair is irrelevant. It's what will happen, and teachers will be weaker as a result. Take my advice. Build up a strike fund and focus on the internal governance of the BCTF for the next 6 years. You'll be better off for it. Or not. I don't mind you or others making it easier for the party I support to get elected. I'd just rather not see kids and teachers hurt in the process.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:37 AM Ah! The "don't-hurt-kids" card, hey, when you have underfunded education for 12 years! WOW! That takes the cake! Are your trolling? Oh! You are serious? :) Would you be surprised if I don't follow your advice, considering your lack of logic? Would you be surprised if others don't follow your advice? It is ttue that bullies like you and your ilks love to show who is the boss, who is the teacher now! I suspect that is at the root of the problem! No one wants to fail in school! No one wants to get the strap! Sad that today's teachers don't like it too! But, who cares, we are ... teachers! We deserve it! BAH! BAH! BAH!Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:22 PM That's fine. I look forward to another 16 years of BC Liberal government.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:41 PM 16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate! Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan! Sociopaths do that!Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 9:35 AM "16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate!" 16 years of our opponents still don't understand why they lost. Like I said, that's fine with me. If I said the Liberals would be in power for at least another 13 years back in 2004 you probably would have laughed too. Heck, if I told you on May 13 last year that the BC Liberals would be reelected on May 14 you'd probably have laughed too. And you were wrong. Why is that? Answer that question if you want the NDP to win the next election. Without a correct answer to it, the NDP's cause is hopeless. "Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan!" You feel they are flawed, and that's fine. I don't go around calling people who disagree with me sociopaths, nor do I accuse them of being paid shills. But I also don't feel much need to address your ad hominems. There are logical arguments to support your position, but argumentum ad hominem is not one of them. It's a textbook logical fallacy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 1:15 PM Ah! Now I get it! It is all ego-based! You think because you voted the winning party that you are a winner and we are losers! You think because you predicted that the Liberals would win, you are winner. That does not make YOU a winner or the Liberals! It is called DEMOGRAPHICS, you expletives. The baby boomers are getting old and because they have more assets and won't make a whole lot more for too long, they need to vote a govn't who is going to do just that! It is not rocket science! WOW! You think you are so superior when your party stole an election with 47% of the popular vote. That's not a majority and your party should not have been elected. BTW, did you delete from your ethical memory the words Ethnic voting scandal? The field is slanted and you know it. However, you are so willing to minimize, forget the scams and bad fairplay tactics like a sociopath is allowed to minimize or ignore his or victims emotions that you don't see that you are the loser, we are the victim of your constant bullying. 1% wage increases after years of 0% increases and you can justify that when Yahoo reports that the average Canadian can hope to get 2.5% this and next year: https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html You Liberals behave like fascists, but we can't call you that because that's not allowed! Well! Guess what? It is and you are. Live with it! You keep on dreaming you are a genius! :) I am retired, getting soon a nice pension, and laughing at you from a beach somewhere! AHAHA! Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 2:14 PM What's with the name calling Peter? For someone claiming to be retired you really don't show the wisdom of age. For someone who talks about logic, you use logical fallacies like ad hominems a lot too. It's a fair point that the BC Liberals didn't get a majority of the vote (and I'm a very big supporter of electoral reform). The BC Liberals + Conservatives did though, and I don't think it's realistic to expect the BC Conservatives to have been more generous had they been part of government. Last time I checked I just voted. I didn't "victimize" anyone. Perhaps your rage is misplaced. If you think the election was "stolen" I'm afraid I have to question your grasp on reality though. "Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?" I'm glad you'll have a pleasant retirement Peter. I have no ill will towards you. I'm not sure why you think I do. I'm not saying people were *right* to vote BC Liberal. That's a matter of opinion. All I'm saying is people *did* vote BC Liberal. More voted BC Liberal than BC NDP for the last 5 elections in a row actually. You need to understand why that happened in order to change it for the next election. Clearly you're not interested in that though. Which is fair enough. Just remember next time you're upset about something the BC Liberals do that your lack of interest is part of why the BC Liberals get elected at all.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 3:23 PM I love your culture --or the lack of thereof! Guess what, stop thinking averybody is white and must follow your little rules. Namecalling? Sociopath? Whaaaat? And, what if you are? Still can't call you that? :) You fascist right-wingers are big on censorship! I just don't like you giving us lessons on how to get the NDP in. As stated, people are voting right of the NDP because it is a matter of demographics and a little ethnic vote buying on the side. The rest is mumbo jombo. Yes, of course, they will have to go on strike in the future and yes they will have to build a strike fund. The Liberals stole that from the BCTF too! And, you wonder why I don't have any respect for them? Yes, electoral reform is needed! We agree!Delete Reply JJ GeorgeSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:46 AM As a parent, I support the teachers and respect whether they choose to vote yes or no. However I noticed a discrepancy here from other information I've read regarding prep time for elementary teachers. Here it states minimal improvement to prep time - only 10 minutes per week being added. Elsewhere I read that it is 100 minutes per week for prep, increasing by an additional 10 minutes in the final year. That is a significant difference, and worth noting. Or have I completely misunderstood?ReplyDelete Replies Anne-MarieSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:59 AM Elementary teachers currently have 90 minutes of preparation time per week so an increase to 100 minutes per week is only gaining 10 minutes. In other provinces and some private schools they have as much as 45 minutes of prep time per day.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:56 PM Thank you for inquiring!Delete DW ZSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:57 PM You're right JJ George. There is a significant difference around the province regarding preparation times. In my district elementary teachers currently get 100 minutes of prep time. This new proposal is useless to me. I'll have to wait 6 years to gain an extra 10 minutes. Delete Reply UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:11 AM Almost nobody gets cost of living adjustments. Also inflation is NOT 2%. Do some research and look at the CPI for BC over the last 24 months. The average over the last 2 years is 0.7%, not 2%. The CPI changes every month so you cant just look at the highest month and declare that THE inflation rate. Check out the 12 month averages document for the actual numbers. http://www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/StatisticsBySubject/Economy/ConsumerPriceIndex.aspx All that being said I support the teachers. if you think this is a bad deal as a parent my dream would be for the teachers to vote no but continue bargaining because I do think the kids need to be in school and I do fear that the teachers will lose all support if the strike continues. All I ask as a parent is that you do your own research and try not to be swayed by all the opinions. ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:01 AM Inflation for August was 2.1% (http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/economy/cpi-report-expected-to-reveal-rise-in-canadas-core-inflation-rate/article20593943/). The CPI is a year-over-year calculation.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:43 AM Inflation should be looked at as a yearly average, not an individual month.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:34 PM The lawyers do not believe we have compromised our court deal. Our leadership would not have sold us out. We dodged a bullet. The Premier had something loaded even if we are not sure what it was. The idea that we could simply return to work is not guaranteed. I think a no vote could easily lead to the Liberals locking us out again because the Premier wants to crush us and she will use any excuse. She did not want to take the advice of her people and do this deal. I am certain a plan for drastic action (where we have to take the concessions they had planned) or worse - was in place. We can't guarantee the press will do any better job explaining the complexities should we say no. They rarely sided with us in markets outside of Vancouver where people are more political and they often misled or allowed others to mislead. They are not helping and would sensationalize. This would see dissolution of support very quickly - especially if we asked for wages. (Though admittedly it angers me that we can't ask for wages without being accused of being greedy when that is what most bargaining units do). But we have argued this is about kids and while this is not ideal - it is better to have teachers than not. The deal does suck in that it does not bring us to par - but this fight needs to be won with a strategy that is political and capacity will do that in another round. We have some support - but it is limited to the choir. We need to have the pews too. We need to build that capacity while working and continue to find allies because the fight is bigger than most people want to consider. This is about ideology and about privatization. Education always was political but never more so than now and we have to fight this party or the conservatives who would do the same or worse. No teacher who is responsible can ignore the politics any longer. That is simply the truth. If you work in the system you better get informed and you better be prepared to fight until retirement for the system. That said, I want to ask the same question others are asking: Why is this the job of 42,000 teachers and not the job of all citizens who want equality to fight for this right? It is time (while the conversation is still on-going and up to and including election night) for us to guide the public where we can but mainly play our part by not propping the system up. Make poverty known. Make noise about shortfalls, ask questions (in the media or in board offices ) about who is going to fix it instead of paying ourselves, volunteer some but wait for the pubic to step up so they see what schools lack. I hate the deal too. But I trust Vince Ready and Iker and I don't think we could have done better right now. I think we dodged a bullet because I have read everything this government has put out and followed the trail. They plan to privatize and they are just looking for the route. Voting YES for now does not mean we are giving up. It does not mean a win in the way we wanted but we have won a battle that will lead to us winning the war. If we don't rest up and stock up we might not get there.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:57 PM Well, if it is bigger than just this battle, then we will need ALL the unions to strike if they do indeed use drastic (draconian) measures. I say it is time for ALL of the unions to call a general strike. I guarantee that they will not like that one bit. What will they do then? Call the army? :) People in Europe, at the end of the 19th century stood up in mines. General strikes do occur in Europe and have. If you think you had it tough, think of them who stood tall for US in tougher times and conditions. Make sacrifices. Sell furniture. Tutor on the side. Ask for the BCTF money. Ask your banker to help. As friends and relatives. If we say NO, it won't last long. If they legislate us back, let's call a general province-wide strike of all unions. Delete Reply Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:47 AM Between CC's smug smile as she celebrates slaughtered teachers and Jim Iker's goofy grin - seemingly unaware that he has been a willing puppet, I am thoroughly disgusted. Over the next 5 years, teachers will be in an increasingly bad situation financially, classrooms will continue to be too large and complex with increasing medical, social and environmental issues impacting academic delivery. It could not be less obvious that things will continue to worsen. The Liberals have ensured that BC is rapidly becoming the Canadian Monaco for rich off shore interests and wealthy corporations. Soon the underpaid "workers" will have to be bussed in daily to Vancouver - Asian style. The only recourse is to move to just about any other province and bring in up to $100,000 more over the six years with much less cost of living. So we are bailing, encouraged by friends who have gotten positions in Manitoba and Alberta. My colleagues and I discovered through contacting several school boards across Canada that specialist (special needs and behavioural) and secondary science teachers are in particular demand. I want to work in a professional, respectful environment where the needs of all children are considered a priority and where I feel inspired to do my best. However, I want my vote to reflect the wishes of teachers who will be here over the next 6 (5) years, so very much appreciate your blog and opportunity to read the comments.ReplyDelete Bert SlaterSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:11 AM To vote YES will throw away 12 years of effort, and 2 victories in BC Supreme Court. To vote YES will be to snatch defeat from the jaws of victory. If you vote YES what bargaining power do you think you will have - the government will do nothing, and then what do you think you will do - take job action? PLEASE VOTE NO.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:59 PM Time to show you have a spine!Delete Reply RodSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:06 AM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Cool HandSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 AM Wouldn't a 'No' vote be a vote of no confidence in the BCTF itself?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:02 AM Not at all. It is just a message to the leadership we need to do better. The strength of the union is the members, and we support the leadership by giving them direction through democratic means.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:40 PM I disagree. How else can a recommendation by the EC to vote yes be interpreted? Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:00 PM I am sure people will interpret this both ways, but it is a vote. If it is supposed to be a "Yes", because it might be interpreted one way, then why bother having a vote?Delete Kate TSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:07 AM Yes , it would be. I don't think we could come out much better than this with this government. How will a No obtain that? Christy will be happy, she can declare the BCTF gone and roll out her plan to privatize. Delete Reply David DeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:06 AM A no vote would be a rejection of a the court victories defied by the government and an inadequate deal containing some vague promises that won't meet the needs of teachers or students on class size and other important issues.In Ontario elementary teachers get 200 minutes of prep time per 5 day cycle. I know there is financial hardship, but the union has received close to $2 million in donations from other unions; is there no way of accessing hardship funds? At minimum, vote no and return to work on work to rule with various strike options.ReplyDelete Erica JonesSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:25 AM This article actually makes me so mad. It is NOT better for the kids that they have missed almost all of june and all of september. This is what you signed up for in BC as a teacher. Get on board or GET OUT.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:20 PM Is this really what teachers signed up for? At my high school, each class has about 30 kids, with an average of 17 kids per classroom with an identified learning disability. Our district says that there should be no more than 4 kids per classroom.. How do you expect non-specialist teachers to help each student when over half of them require more resources because of a learning disability? Furthermore, are you generalizing the "better-ness" to all the kids in BC? Because I don't think that it would be better if kids went back considering the learning environment isn't up to par. There are barely any Education Assistants, and support teachers for the multitude of children who need them. While I recognize and appreciate your enthusiasm for education, please realize that the public school system isn't a daycare. Also, please think about your words and the learning environment prior to speaking out. By the way, we're not an autocracy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:08 PM I can understand your frustration! Understand mine! I almost died at 7:30 pm one night returning from teaching a FI split class with several students who did not get enough support or no support at all. The principal expressed to me that he expected me to teach 2 different social studies programs and 2 different science programs. ANYONE I talked to knows that this is impossible to do, especially in French Immersion when kids get no support at home and books are often too hard for students to read. I had to quit my job. I did it for me and did it for the kids. I was like a surgeon who is asked to operate on 5 patients with an old scalpel with 2 inexperienced nurses. Predictably, 4 patients would die and I would be reprimanded! Teachers are put in terrible conditions and kids too. I hope you have the openmind to consider the reality of this honest personal anecdote. I also wish you to understand that this is likely not an isolated incident. What will it take? A kid to commit suicide because he or she is not getitng enough support?Delete Reply hilarySeptember 17, 2014 at 10:29 AM It is incorrect to equate lost funding with what the teachers would have received in grievances. The two are not equivalent. The starting position of the BCTF was $225M, so they never expected $3B to resolve grievances. I'm also interested to know where you get your figures on overcrowded classrooms. A recent Globe and Mail article says that classrooms are, on average, smaller than the caps set in 2002.ReplyDelete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:36 AM The signing bonus should be roughly $2500 each: 105 million divided by 41 thousand.ReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:53 AM It is not that simple. The $105 million is to be allocated by the union. The term "signing bonus" has been crossed off on the signed document. Some of that money may be used to pay union debts. Don't know this but clarification would be useful.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:16 PM Just quoting from the CBC news website, "And finally there are details of $105-million fund to settle grievances stemming from the ongoing court case. The BCTF says that money will be given out as a signing bonus, with specific amount yet to be determined."Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:34 AM I think it would be smart to put at least part of it into your strike fund.Delete Reply WheelsSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:55 AM If the money is used as a signing bonus, it should be based on FTEReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:12 PM Yes I am sure it will be based on FTE. The question is how much of the $105 Million is actually distributed. This is up to the union, and I am told that it is yet to be decided.Delete GuruSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:44 PM And don't forget all the retired teachers who are entitled to a share of it.Delete Reply Geoff OrmeSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:18 PM In another discussion of this someone suggested that under BC Labour Law a no vote means rejection of the proposed deal, and that means the strike continues until either: - the union in question elects to stand down - another tentative deal is presented or - the government imposes a legislated contract. I think the last of these is the most likely, and I believe the legislated contract would be draconian and brutal. What do you think, Tara? Also, I would appreciate your thoughts on Sandy Garossino's comments at https://storify.com/Garossino/should-teachers-accept-the-contractReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:14 PM If this is so, in a few month (likely a couple of years), teachers will win so much more with a Supreme Court judgment! It is possible that the Liberals know that the higher courts are stacked by Liberal judges (that is what happen when judges are chosen, not elected). In any case, a negative settlement (or not a great judgment) will galvinize the public to reform the way the Supreme court judges are being chosen. I doubt that any govn't will want that to happen. A legislated contract will make the LIbs look like sociopaths and dictators.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:47 PM Peter I think you are expecting far too much from the public, many of whom are only paying attention to this matter due to kids being home from school. The public are not remotely this savvy on the political process.Delete Reply IslanderSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:09 PM I am a continuing education teacher. We have it even worse and we are not listened to enough about our poor conditions. Those include no prep time (and we do have to mark and do report cards many times a year sometimes and commonly for 30 students in a class), travelling to different schools with no compensation, and having next to no breaks in between 3 hour classes. I worked for two years with no lunch break and taught 6 hours straight (just 15 min. breaks) to be told, "don't complain since there are others who will do it". We then got 15 min. breaks in between classes. Most of our students are wealthy immigrants, many who try to stay in classes as long as possible since the classes are free. After spending a year in Germany, I realize how better organized it is where the immigrants pay to learn the language on a sliding scale, and have to pay for a student book as well for each class. We do not even have text books, but photocopy so much at tax payers' expense. This is not right. I then teach summer school since we were not on a 12 month continual salary and most of those students are also immigrants (at least 75%). This is also free and it is becoming so common and the new immigrants know this is free babysitting and tutoring. I think one main problem is that we have so many new immigrants in our classes who need ESL like this article states about our inclusion style of education nowadays: http://www.vancouversun.com/life/Shelley+Fralic+trouble+with+schools/10203596/story.html I am honored to be teaching and like my job, but it does get exhausting especially since I need two or three jobs to pay the mortgage that I now no longer have.. back to renting since it all I can afford in this city that has become so expensive. And many don't realize that it is very very difficult to get to full time work as a teacher here. There was a formula that made it take about 10 years to get to f/t (now finally changed). I have been without pay for 3 months, and now had to finally rent a place in anticipation of returning to work, so I have to vote "yes", but please keep the comments coming for what alternatives we have. Maybe we have to just educate the public in a better way than picketing; maybe get out and walk around malls and talk to people and hand out pamphlets on how this liberal government is hurting this. Most Asians (probably just the new who are from such a different system) are already against the teachers since they do not seem to understand what is going on. http://www.vancouversun.com/Business/asia-pacific/Chuck+Chiang+Many+Asian+families+place+blame/10202757/story.htmlReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:17 PM First of all, myn thoughts are with you! I think your ideas about using different strategies is smart. Picketing is not a very good strategy to let people know about things. I think using the membership to flood media comment sections would be more effective. Going to talk to the public might be a good idea along with this, I think. Phone the BCTF and ask for support.Delete Reply Marsha HolleySeptember 17, 2014 at 1:36 PM A teachers wife Vote no you have come to far to back down. It is a -----Y DEAL. ReplyDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:45 PM Ask yourself WHY teachers cannot get 1/2 of the average increase in salary of the private sector? (The Libs will tell you because there are sooooooo many teachers, but I also hear that there are provinces where there is a need for teachers!) TORONTO - A new study says that Canadians, on average, can expect about the same size salary increase next year as in 2014. Human resources consultants Pal Benefits says a survey of 401 organizations, mainly in Ontario, Alberta and British Columbia, projected salary increase for 2015 at an average of 2.79 per cent. That was almost unchanged from the 2.74 per cent average increase projected in last year's survey. Meanwhile, in addition to the average salary increase remaining relatively steady year over year, the survey found that the percentage of employers who plan to freeze salaries appears to have stabilized at eight per cent —in the same percentages as was projected in 2014. Breaking down the numbers further, the survey found the average salary increase anticipated in the engineering, financial services and high technology sectors was three per cent. That compared with an average of 2.5 per cent on the low end for organizations in durable manufacturing. https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.htmlReplyDelete "Mama Rose"September 17, 2014 at 9:12 PM I used to agree with you, Tara, and appreciate you bringing these items to your blog to get us all thinking. But after a very long night and day of research and discussion, I realize I will be voting yes tomorrow. Here is why: I don't care about salary or benefit increases. That is not why I went on strike. I don't care if this tentative deal is not good for teachers. That's not why I went on strike either. For me, the single most important issue is class size and composition. I want to work in a classroom where I have enough time and resources available to me to adequately help all the students I teach. And while it is true that this tentative deal will not change anything in the classrooms right now (or at least most of our classrooms), I realized that we couldn't actually make changes in that area because the issues of cs and c is before the courts. When I made that connection and realized that this round of bargaining was really about a "good enough" agreement regarding wages, then the deal seems, well... good enough. BUT, the best part, is the language the BCTF legal team made around the furture court decision (the re-opener). They have it in writing that if we win the court case (which is likely) and when we have to start bargaining class size and comp again (that is exactly what Justice Susan Griffin said we would have to do) we will be STARTING from the 2002 levels. To make this simple to understand, I explained it to my friends using a number line. With this new language, the BCTF starts the next round of bargaining at say a 50. The government will want us to go to 10 or 15, and we'll compromise and end up maybe 25. But WITHOUT that language, we would have started bargaining at a 10 and only gone down from there. So I do believe it is the best deal possible, it still factors in the biggest issue (from my perspective), we do not lose the important gains of the past, and most importantly, everyone gets to go back to school.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 PM Mam Rose, I appreciate your point of view and your courage. However, let me point out to you and the readers that a decision at the BC supreme court might not turn out the way teachers anticipate. We all know that judges are appointed and who does the appointing? "All justices of the BCSC (including the position of Chief Justice and Associate Chief Justice) are appointed by the federal cabinet, on recommendation of the Minister of Justice. Masters are appointed by the provincial cabinet, on recommendation of the Attorney General in consultation with the Chief Justice." (Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Supreme_Court_of_British_Columbia) Now, I would like to think that all of those people are objective, but they are appointed and we know that there are political appointments. They have a lot of discretion over the laws and judgments. I am willing to bet that the BC Liberals do know this and are betitng the farm (or do they know something we don't know) that the Supreme Courts are stacked against teachers? So, I am not sure if we can count on a WIN if we proceed with the court ruling. I think we would be better to negotiate and negotiate a better deal.Delete Reply retaSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:57 AM Yes...no...yes...no...The last two days have been this. I’ve read so many articles and comments over the past few months and, I can say, I have learned a lot. I know this is not a great deal for teachers right now. I will be voting yes. This is why… 1. The children. Without going into the multiple issues (e.g., grad, post secondary, trades, sports, global education/trips, planned activities, those with varying degrees of special needs, those that need a soft place to land, etc., etc.) the children need to get on with their education. 2. The parents. For many parents, this strike is a financial burden. We do not like to be called baby sitters, but for many living below the poverty line, school is a financial relief. Winter is coming; gas bills will be expensive. 3. Poverty. Remember, BC has the highest child poverty rate in Canada. Schools feed and clothe numerous children. 4. The other systems educators work collaboratively with. MFCD, CYMH, foster parents, group homes, and the multitude of non-profit agencies that support vulnerable children and families are bursting at the seams. We are a part of that team. 5. CUPE. While some have been paid during this strike, that money is coming from districts. It was not provided by the government. And, CUPE is a partner in education - from the bus drivers to the tech dept to custodians to secretaries to EAs and so on. 6. Small Businesses. In our little towns, the school district is the number one employer. There is a direct cause-effect relationship between loss of wage and loss of business. 7. Money. The amount of money that is needed to reverse the erosion of the public education system over numerous years cannot be recouped in one sitting. This agreement is a start. It’s not much but the stage has been set. 8. THE COURT CASE. That is why we were on strike. All the other stuff could have been resolved months ago, but our government was working hard to make the court case go away. Well, it still exists. I consider that the victory. We live to fight another day (as rhetorical as that sounds) AND I hope people actually read the ruling and think critically about how a loss could impact the future of the Charter of Rights, and the power of government to contravene those rights. I am guessing we will vote to ratify as so many fear “what’s next?” from this government. It’s nasty business, and I think legislation would be next. VALUING PUBLIC EDUCATION needs to come from a STRONG, CONSISTENT public voice. If we do ratify the agreement, and those in the profession and public think we've given up, we have not. We’ve been fighting for years. We just haven’t been heard… until now. ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:21 AM I understand your point of view, but sometimes you have to fight to get what you want. This is a VERY bad deal, considering: Other people get on average 2.5% salary increases last year and this year and the next and the rest of us get 1% and must feel happy if we do.? (https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html) THIS DEAL is a horrendously BAD deal for kids/parents as well, of course. We are going to continue to be humiliated and be the laughing stock of many people of this province. After a decade of paycuts, WOW, this is what they are willing to offer! WOW! WOW! WOW!Delete Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:30 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Reply Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:37 PM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:08 PM Let's cross our fingers! I think we need a general strike by all unions if CC legislates teachers back. It is time to put the foot down and tell her and the Liberals that, as in the movie Network,"I am mad as hell and I won't take it anymore!"Delete Reply Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 8:26 PM Needs help on some stats for an online debate Looking for the last 10 or 15 years of contractual salary increases in %. So, 1% for 2001, 0% for 2002,...ReplyDelete Children FirstSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:00 PM Well it's all done now. Really hope the teacher's can find another angle to deal with class size and composition as well as student funding. The government will make sure the coming court case never swings your way no matter what. 2nd most expensive place to live in the the world!!! Wonder why and where the money goes??? ReplyDelete AnonSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 PM I'm an outsider, but have followed closely this whole fiasco and this is a RAW deal. Your union hung you out to dry on this one - taking a really bad deal (clearly no one from the BCTF had rudimentary math skills in their toolbox) and then publicly encouraging to the media that teachers accept the deal....what choice did you have - a no vote would have outraged the public. I could go on and on, but the bottom line, in my opinion, is that your union better get some stronger leaders who are PR and technology savvy. Out with Iker and the rest of those who bargained on your behalf - they just got ......well , we know that happened. Whew, can't even believe how screwed you got, absolutely amazing - nothing meaningful gained in the big picture and only very minor gains for a small group of people, bigger losses for the majority.. Wow - I better stop now. Best of luck. Thanks for all you do for our children. ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ▼  September (9) Reflections on the BC Teacher Strike BC Teacher strike - Lessons learned Response to Sandy Garossino Will the Education Fund improve classroom conditio... Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Class composition: a human rights perspective Class size and composition - a short visual histor... Guest post - I WILL HOLD THE LINE Teachers - let your leadership know it is time to ... ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/issues/research.aspx?id=5816&printPage=true,BCTF > A case study of the role of specialist support teachers in 2 Nanaimo elementary schools  	Untitled Page  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Issues in Education > Inclusive Education > Research Project A Case Study of the role of specialist support teachers in two Nanaimo elementary schools by Lois Gair, Maureen Hancock, and Patricia Joly June, 2003 Section 1: Student and staffing demographics 1. School G School G is situated in the heart of Nanaimo, drawing from a middle-class, culturally-diverse community. Enrolment for 2002–03 is down from the previous year. Student headcount was 304 in 2001, compared to the current total of 283 students (a decline of 6.9%). FTE (full-time equivalent) staffing is down from 15.536 in 2001 to 14.696 in 2002 (a decline of 5.41%). While staffing has declined less than enrolment, there are actually considerably fewer teachers in the school this year: the teacher headcount dropped from 22 (2001) to 16 (2002), a reduction of 27%. Administrative staff consists of one full-time principal. One full-time secretary provides office support. There is one school caretaker, one library technician, and two noon-hour supervisors. There are eight Educational Assistants, one of whom fills a zone/itinerant position. Student Support Services provides itinerant services through one Speech and Language Pathologist, one School Counselor, one Child and Youth Care Worker, and one School Psychologist. Teaching staff consists of 15 teachers. Class-size data Kindergarten: a.m. 19     p.m. 16   K/1   20 (7 Kindergarten, 13 Grade 1) Grade 1   22   Grade 2   23   Grade 2/3   22   Grade 3   24   Grade 4   27   Grade 5   26   Grade 5/6   26   Grade 6   30   Grade 7   20   Special education categories include: Category A (Physically dependent) 1 Category B (Deaf/Blind) 0 Category C (Moderate/profound intellectual disability) 1 Category D (Physical Disability/Chronic Health) 6 Category E (Visual Impairment) 0 Category F (Deaf/Hard of Hearing) 1 Category G (Autism) 1 Category H (Intensive Behaviour/serious mental illness) 1 Category K (Mild Intellectual Disability) 1 Category P (Gifted) 6 Category Q (Learning Disability) 2 Category R (Moderate behaviour support/mental illness) 7 Total designated students: 27 2. School H School H is situated in north Nanaimo, drawing from a high-socio-economic-status, culturally-diverse community. Student headcount enrolment is down from last year, from 472 in September 2001, to 451 in September 2002, a decline of 4.5%. Expressed in terms of FTE, enrolment declined from 448.0 (2001) to 428.0 (2002), or -4.46%. The school lost one division in September 2002. The current enrolment of 451 includes 13 ESL students, 2 International students, 18 students designated with special needs, and 13 gifted students. There were 22.815 FTE teachers at the school in September, 2001, down to 21.932 in September 2002, a reduction of 3.87%. While there has been a resource room model at School H in the past, it was not required this year, and all students are fully integrated into classrooms. There is a diverse cultural mix within the school, including children of Vietnamese, Chinese, East Indian, and First Nations descent. There has been a greater number of severe behavior students in the past; however, a number of these student have been de-designated this year. Administrative staff consists of one full-time principal and one 0.4 FTE vice principal. There are six full-time educational assistants at School H, and the school has tried to double up the low incidence students (i.e., place two in one class) so that most classes with low incidence pupils will have full-time EA coverage. At this school there are currently 23 teaching staff and 18 divisions. There are two Learning Assistance teachers: one full-time position encompasses Intermediate Learning Assistance, ESL, ESD, and Primary gifted, and one 0.6 Primary position covers Primary LA and ESL (the school librarian works with the Intermediate gifted students). Student Support Service provides itinerant service through one Speech and Language Pathologist, one School Counselor, and one School Psychologist. A School Planning Council was established at School H last year and has continued on this year. The school currently has between 80 and 90 regular parent volunteers. Monthly newsletters are posted on the school web site and/or sent home with students. Each student is provided with a school planner at the beginning of the year, which also contains the school handbook. School H’s ESL program was audited this year, which resulted in two students being de-designated. Class size data Kindergarten: a.m. 21     p.m. 21   K/1   21 (6 Kindergarten, 15 Grade 1) Grade 1   24   Grade 1/2   21 (8 Grade 1, 13 Grade 2) Grade 2   23   Grade 2/3   19 (9 Grade 2, 10 Grade 3) Grade 3   23   Grade 3/4   23 (15 Grade 3, 8 Grade 4) Grade 4   28   Grade 4/5   29 (19 Grade 4, 10 Grade 5) Grade 5   27   Grade 5   29   Grade 6   29   Grade 6   30   Grade 6/7   29 (16 Grade 6, 13 Grade 7) Grade 7   29   Grade 7   30   Special education categories include Category A (Physically dependent) 2 Category B (Deaf/Blind) 0 Category C (Moderate/profound intellectual disability) 0 Category D (Physical Disability/Chronic Health) 4 Category E (Visual Impairment) 0 Category F (Deaf/Hard of Hearing) 0 Category G (Autism) 3 Category H (Intensive Behaviour/serious mental illness) 1 Category K (Mild Intellectual Disability) 0 Category P (Gifted) 13 Category Q (Learning Disability) 1 Category R (Moderate behaviour support/mental illness) 7 Total designated students: 31 Section 2: The changing role of the specialist support teacher Staff interviewed for data collection A variety of staff at both schools were interviewed to provide data. Interviews were held with specialist support teachers, one Principal, and one classroom teacher. The specialist teachers were interviewed more extensively, all being asked the same series of questions. In addition to the school-based specialists, the following specialist support staff were also interviewed: District Specialists, two low incidence teachers (1.0 FTE), a teacher of the hearing impaired, a teacher of the visually impaired, and one district gifted/enrichment resource teacher. The specialist teachers have an impressive special education background, including specific university coursework, district in-services, and specialized workshops. The information they provided has been analyzed for common themes. In the section below, each theme is identified and synthesized in a key statement, with comments from informants below the key statement Changes in the specialist teacher’s role, and increased caseload, are problematic: The role of the specialist support teacher (school-based and district-based) has changed dramatically over the past several years, and specifically, over the past year, with the result that workload/caseloads have increased substantially. This is impacting negatively on these teachers’ capacity to meet students’ needs and to support the work of classroom teachers. Changes in role and workload/caseload issues have meant that classroom teachers are overwhelmed with increased responsibilities once performed or supported by the specialist support teachers. “My caseload has increased 40% over the past three years.” “My caseload has doubled over the past 15 years.” “My caseload has increased over the years, and more than tripled this year.” “My caseload has tripled over the past three years.” Since 1988, every year the workload increases not a little bit, but dramatically. There is no comparison between the LA roles from 1988 to 2003. There are more students on my caseload, and the demand for support within a school increases each year. There are more assessment demands and an incredible increase in paperwork. Classroom teachers feel unable to give up lunch-time and after-school time to meet as they can’t keep up with the classroom demands, thus it is harder to find consultation time. The diversity of the role is changing dramatically. We are now expected to pick up the role of the former IST, ESL/ESD, and gifted teachers. We are not provided with assessment tools, or training, and “You have to pick up everything on the fly,” which is not very professional. There is no longer a feeling of control over the big picture, only the day-to-day activities. We are working in “survival mode,” putting out fires; there is no time for prevention; we are in crisis management mode. There is no time for planning, reflection, or anything proactive. (Site based management model). On paper, the LA teacher’s caseload and workload may not appear to have changed. However, due to the additional responsibilities added on this year, it has changed significantly. As the chair of the School Based Team, the LA teacher needs to schedule meetings, plan agendas, dates, and organize which staff need to be in attendance. The LA teacher is case manager for several students, all of them being low incidence students. H/She is responsible for making contact with outside agencies, parents, and physicians, ensuring documentation such as testing and health information is complete and up-to-date. As well, there is the LA caseload, which includes planning, contact with students, report cards, parent meetings, and teacher consultations. The caseload is very heavy, and staffs feel they are “chronically behind.” When staff become ill, they feel even more pressure, and further behind. There is more sickness among staff; people are feeling more pressure, but still trying to make time. Staffs are very busy, working extra hours, tired, and becoming ill. Classroom teachers are overwhelmed by increased responsibilities, often struggling to find time to be open to new resources, and adaptations. Paperwork is excessive: There is too great an emphasis on completing paperwork required for auditing purposes. Paperwork demands are having a negative impact on the capacity of specialist support teachers both to meet student needs and to support the work of classroom teachers. The students come first, the paperwork is done outside school hours. There is too much paperwork, and documentation, with pressure to prove things, which is unnecessary. I would like to see more value placed on teachers’ professional judgment. Paperwork definitely gets in the way of helping students. Some things don’t get done well because you are trying to push through too much in a day. There is no time to think, reflect, or process, and that really saddens me. I am concerned what will happen if we are accredited, as I am not sure that I am able to keep up with the paperwork that is demanded. You almost need one day weekly for secretarial, consult time, and programming, if you were really doing your job effectively. There is more paperwork required, especially with the low incidence students. There is inadequate release time to do this properly. Collaboration and professional relationships are deteriorating: The capacity to collaborate is severely reduced this school year, as both specialist support teachers and classroom teachers all have increased workloads, which makes finding time for meetings much more difficult. There is growing frustration, and some evidence of deteriorating relationships, as time and resources for collaboration are reduced or eliminated. Typically the LA teacher is the SBT chairperson, which requires calling meetings, setting agendas, recording minutes, being responsible to ensure that recommendations are followed through, which all occurs before and after core hours. It is difficult to get people together, there is no one to co-ordinate, ideas often are not acted on, and follow-up is weak. There are fewer meetings with parents for the district specialists. There are fewer at the school level, so fewer with us. I have 9 schools, and attend SBT meetings almost every day, in the morning, at lunch, and after school. Relationships are deteriorating at all levels, because time is at such a premium. Contact with parents is generally done at home, by phone, in the evening. There is a feeling of frustration that I am not able to meet and support people (such as SEAs) in a timely fashion. Classroom teachers are extremely busy and it is becoming harder for them to find time to meet and consult. Some staff members want the same level of service as in past years, and cannot see how this is not possible due to the cuts. The cuts are very real, yet remain invisible to some. It is frustrating for the support teachers who are pressured to provide more, with less. Service delivery models and capacity have been negatively impacted this school year: There have been significant changes in the model of service delivery and in the resources for supporting inclusion. This has had a major impact on student learning, reducing many services which in previous years were available to students, but now are either much less accessible or not available at all. There are also reductions in the number of specialist support teachers, as well as in the time they are allocated for their support roles. At the same time, many specialists are expected to take on much-expanded roles, which may include areas previously handled by other specialists. All of these changes have a negative impact on service delivery to students. Students get less assessment, less daily intervention, fewer resources, and less access to fewer district specialist teachers. The new site-based model has dramatically reduced the number of district support people available. How can we expect one person at a school to have the expertise, resources, and connections which were previously provided by a number of district specialists? The specialist teacher had the specified training, greater access to resources, and had developed connections, which often enabled them to obtain information in a more timely fashion. Many of them are no longer in those roles. The LA teacher has a locked-in schedule, which greatly hinders their ability to communicate with other professionals, parents, etc., during the day. I am no longer working with many of the students I formerly did, i.e., students who are able to meet the learning outcomes of the curriculum with some extra support. I am now spending much time filling in the gaps of other eliminated specialist teaching positions. I feel I cannot provide the quality of service I believe students need, and that I was able to provide in the past. For instance, I am now working with a wider range of students than previously, and they aren’t getting the individual instructional time I was formerly able to provide, when I was able to work with smaller groups. In relation to the question about has the bar been raised (grey area students, i.e., those students needing additional support but not having a special need designation), the answer is “Yes.” Teachers are less willing to designate students when they realize there is only a minimal level of district support. The LA time has been cut. There is less flexibility in scheduling due to this cut. This means that the child does not get LA support when it may be best for him/her, but gets it when it fits into the tight schedule. Actual contact time with students has decreased. These students are not given consideration now, as there are so many designated students who need attention. There is no longer a District Specialist teacher to handle the most needy. Only the profoundly gifted or profoundly handicapped are considered for specialist services. It was the role of the IST (Individual Support Teachers) to be expert in understanding the unique needs of low incidence students. I believe that my program is now very fragmented, as I am now teaching such a wide variety of areas. In years past, the guideline identifying who was to receive LA was students who were no more than two years below their current grade placement. Now it appears the opposite is true, only the most severe of cases get services. There is less time for the high incidence students, and there is a loss of expertise as LA teachers are doing less Learning Assistance. The model of service delivery for ESL/ESD students has changed. Some teachers may be able to provide more actual contact time with these students, but many do not have the training in the unique needs of ESL/ESD students. As well, there are few resources available, and teachers spend a great deal of time trying to find what is available. Ethical dilemmas and equity issues are growing: The specialist support teachers are troubled by what they consider to be ethical dilemmas in terms of what they say to parents about the limited services their children are receiving, and in terms of making difficult choices about which children get service when resources are stretched and limited. Equity issues emerge when teachers see that some students receive services and some do not, or that some schools may be better served with support than others. We are faced with an ethical dilemma in that we cannot carry out our responsibilities in the manner that we believe they should be carried out, because of a lack of time, resources, and support. Ethically, I think we all know what to do, but we don’t have the time to do it. There are a lot of ethical issues around accountability. We don’t have the expertise to present decisions to parents of some of our low incidence students. As time goes on I think that all teachers need a short course in law. Ethics are compromised at times. Designating or not designating, we know certain student should be designated, but it implies so much extra work that we don’t have time to designate them. I see equity issues between schools. I fear the move to site-based management will not help. I see teachers who feel they are not physically able to give the student all that they feel they should, and are stressed about what they perceive as their own personal failure. I see students who need additional support from the community, yet due to cuts that support is not always available either. Leadership at school, district, and provincial levels is reduced or deteriorating: The shift toward school-based management has impacted district leadership, with less evidence of central district support for Special Education and Learning Assistance. But there is also a dearth of leadership at provincial and school levels. This is primarily caused by the severe reduction in resources which is inadequate for enabling the kinds of systemic leadership and support which are necessary to make inclusion effective. There has been a continual deterioration in the number of district staff to the point that there is now very minimal support available. This reduction is problematic in that the Learning Assistance teachers are no longer receiving the in-service they once received and there is very little support available to assist us with our most challenging students. There are not enough district staff to support the schools in addressing the needs of the low incidence students. School-based staff no longer know how to access information or material needed due to the reduction in district staff, particularly the IST (Individual Support Teachers) positions. Provincially, the requirements for designating students are too severe. There are many students who should be designated, but don’t quite “fit into the box,” and who are therefore not designated. The criteria for categories like chronic health are obscene. Inclusion began with support, but this support had been on a steady downslide. The responsibility of the teachers is no longer realistic without better support. The district leadership I work with appear to be as powerless as everyone else. At the school level, I see administrators trying to provide leadership to the best of their abilities, but with such deep cuts, they too appear powerless. On many issues, there appears to be no one to turn to. Communication is poor. There were changes to the designation paperwork, with very little communication about these changes, and no training. The Special Education Association (SEA) appears to be the only place where training can be obtained. The frustrating aspect is the changes, which occur without adequate training on what to expect or how to implement them. As there is no longer money for release time, district in-services are limited. Teachers’ job satisfaction is declining: Specialist support teachers’ morale is low and sinking. They report much-reduced job satisfaction, increased stress, and a feeling that they have little or no control over decisions affecting both their work and the students in their care. At the district level, there is a feeling of isolation, and no longer a sense of being a part of a team. There is no longer the chance to meet, collaborate, and plan with other specialists. The level of job satisfaction has been reduced as the role of the support person has been dramatically altered. There is no longer a feeling of control over the “big picture,” only in day-to-day activities. The level of job satisfaction has plummeted; because I am unable to do what I feel needs to be done. Change is happening out of our control. This said, I would not choose to go back to the classroom, but I would if I had no choice. Staff are worried and stressed that their job might be the next one cut. I think that all teachers are feeling isolated, and the morale is low because the demands on time are so great. There is no longer the time to reach out and network with other teachers. Most teachers feel they have to stay in their classroom, alone, just to keep up. People are too tired to plan social events. You never see anyone in the staff room in the mornings anymore as they are simply too busy. I don’t want to be a classroom teacher again as I feel that with the experience I now have, that would be a loss to the school. Even though it has changed dramatically, I still like what I do. I don’ t see how classroom teachers cope. The job is pretty isolated from other ESL/ESD teachers. However, they are also struggling with how best to do the job, so are unlikely to be able to offer much support. Each portion of my job is rewarding, but when taken together, it is too much. It was too many new tasks to start in one year. In past years, I have felt hopeful, making plans about how to improve for the next year. Now, I feel I am not valued as a professional. Too much emphasis is placed on what teachers do wrong, and no one seeing all the things teachers do well. The mentality has shifted from one of hope for the future, to one of “Oh God, what’s next?” I expect a change, but do not know what it will be. I have little control over this decision. I hope to remain at my current school, as I am “tired of moving.” My principal allows me as much control as possible. However, it appears the decisions are made “to him, and then to me”. As such, the changes are not the principal’s choice either, but all must comply. When we examine the history of the Ministry of Education and policy changes (such as the Primary Program, and decisions about report cards), changes come from the Ministry, without consultation. I enjoy my job a great deal, despite the stress. However, my morale is very low, and my outlook is poor. The impending budget cuts, changes, and layoffs create considerable stress. The prospect of changing assignments is out of my hands. I have no control over the decisions that will be made, or how they will impact my career. Conclusion The two elementary schools in this case study have not been as severely affected by staffing cuts as some schools in this and other districts. Nevertheless, the specialist support teachers describe worryingly high increases in caseloads and workloads, reduced services to students, increased paperwork, reduced collaboration, minimal capacity for leadership in a system being starved of resources, and disturbing ethical questions and dilemmas they face this school year. In almost every theme identified by the specialists in these schools, it is clear that impacts on students have been significant, and that teachers’ morale is sinking as they are unable to meet the needs of all their students.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=29506&printPage=true,BCTF News Releases  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2013 Archives   BCTF News Release  FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  March 15, 2012 Teachers tackle funding, bargaining, election issues and more at AGM   After a decade of cuts, BC now ranks last in Canada on seven key measures of education funding, according to the latest Statistics Canada data. Per-student funding in BC is almost $1,000 below the national average. These and other worrisome facts are featured in a new booklet called Better schools for BC: The numbers tell the story. Produced by the BC Teachers’ Federation, the booklet is part of teachers’ efforts to highlight the importance of public education as an issue in the upcoming election. See it here: http://www.bctf.ca/IssuesInEducation.aspx?id=29502.  Government underfunding, collective bargaining, political action and many more issues will be on the agenda at the BCTF’s 97th Annual General Meeting taking place at the Hyatt Regency Hotel in downtown Vancouver from Saturday, March 16 through to Tuesday, March 19. See the agenda here: http://www.bctf.ca/uploadedFiles/Public/NewsAndEvents/AGM/AGM2013Agenda.pdf. “Now more than ever, teachers feel the responsibility to raise our voices and speak out for a quality public education system,” said BCTF President Susan Lambert.  “No matter which party is in government, it’s our duty to advocate for the teaching and learning conditions that will meet the diverse needs of our students.”  After serving three years as president of the BCTF, Lambert will be stepping down from her post at the end of this school year. At present, BCTF First Vice-President Jim Iker is running uncontested for the position of president, but other candidates may declare themselves at the AGM. Some newsworthy items on the agenda include: Saturday, March 16:  2:00 p.m. –President’s report by Susan Lambert followed by leadership report from BCTF Executive cOMMITTEE.  Sunday, March 17:    2:00 p.m. – Speech by Mi’kmaq activist, educator, and comedian Candy Palmater, followed by resolutions on Aboriginal education and support for the Truth and Reconciliation Commission’s recommendations.  Monday March 18:   12:30 p.m. – Teachers will demonstrate outside the provincial cabinet offices at Canada Place to raise awareness of how students are still waiting for better learning conditions in BC schools.  Media please note:    Much of the meeting will be open to journalists, but some discussions will be conducted in closed sessions.  The hashtag for the event is #BCTF2013.  -  30  - For more information, contact Nancy Knickerbocker, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell).)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12414,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 19, Number 6, April 2007 Freedom writers are pure inspiration for teachers and teens by Janet Nicol The Freedom Writers Diary: How a Teacher and 150 Teens Used Writing to Change Themselves and the World Around Them, by The Freedom Writers with Erin Gruwell, Broadway Books, New York, 1999 "For many, it’s the start of a new day, but for me, it’s the continuation of a nightmare. Every day before I leave my mom me percina with the sign of the cross, praying that I come home safely." So wrote a freedom writer—one of Erin Gruwell’s "unteachable" Grade 9 English students in 1994. The Freedom Writers Diary, a collection of journal entries written by Gruwell’s students over a four-year period, reveals why some mothers were moved to pray for their child. These powerful testimonials describe students’ daily struggle to simply survive, let alone graduate secondary school in racially divided and poverty-plagued America. The book has recently enjoyed a well-deserved reprisal following the release of the movie Freedom Writers, starring Hilary Swank as Ms. Gruwell and a dynamic cast of young actors portraying the diverse and spirited students who find hope in Room 203. Both the book and movie are pure inspiration for teachers and teens. In 1994, rioting in Los Angeles followed the verdict of the Rodney King trial. This set an ominous tone for Gruwell’s first year teaching at Wilson Smith High, a recently desegregated public school in Long Beach. The tensions students endured at home also occurred at school—and in Gruwell’s classroom. But after many setbacks, Gruwell changed teaching tactics. She began to listen to the students’ stories and to teach from their perspective. Students poured a litany of obstacles they faced into their diaries: racism, poverty, sexual abuse, gun violence, drug and alcohol addictions, and cruel peer pressure (including the abusive ritual of initiation with hazings). Gruwell respected the privacy of the journals (sharing was optional) and she did not grade students for this ongoing assignment. It all paid off—her simple strategy opened a door to a whole new classroom relationship between teacher and students. Next, Gruwell selected reading books she believed her students could identify with, including Holocaust literature such as The Diary of Anne Frank and Elie Wiesel’s Night. Students discovered parallels with their own lives. She also guided them to study freedom movements, and so the students dubbed themselves freedom writers. Gruwell brought in guest speakers and conducted field trips connected to themes of racial tolerance, compassion, and freedom. As the media got hold of the changes going on in Room 203, the publicity allowed Gruwell to tap into the community’s economic abundance. She fundraised for projects including a class trip to New York and sponsored prominent speakers, such as Zlata Filipovic, who wrote a diary from war-torn Sarajevo when she was a child. All these achievements—and more—are chronicled by the students in The Freedom Writers Diary. Gruwell fought with the school district to keep the same 150 students in her four English classes, from Grade 9 to graduation. This unconventional request was difficult for school board officials to argue against, given the turn-around of the students and burgeoning media publicity. Gruwell reflected in the epilogue: "Although I’m not an expert on the subject, I’ve always felt that all kids yearn to rebel. Understanding this rebellion nature, I encouraged the freedom writers to use a pen as a means of revolution." The students of Room 203 moved on, and so did Ms. Gruwell, who is teaching her methods at the university level. She leaves the public school system as a brilliant shooting star and not a seasoned veteran who nevertheless made an important difference in many students’ lives and illuminated the power of the teaching profession. Janet Nicol teaches at Killarney Secondary School, Vancouver. For more information about the freedom writers, visit www.freedomwritersfoundation.org. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13686&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 1997 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 10, Number 2, October 1997 Bargaining for the Classroom by Teri Sobo Teachers ask: What do I do for the medically fragile student who is enrolled in my Grade 4 class? How can I teach effectively when one of the students with a severe behaviour disorder is continually disruptive? How can I get the materials listed in the IRPs now that the librarian’s position has been cut in my school? These questions point to the situations we teachers are facing with increasing frequency and urgency. These situations exist for various reasons: government education policy and funding, school board budget setting, and administrative decision making. The results for teachers are nearly impossible work situations and almost unmanageable classes. The BCTF bargaining team is addressing these issues, among others, in the current round of negotiations. On behalf of 44,000 teachers, we are presenting the effects on teachers and students of education policies such as inclusion and education change and attempting to negotiate provisions to maintain and improve conditions in classrooms. Through collective bargaining, teachers can address classroom conditions by negotiating provisions such as support for ESL and other students with special needs, case-load limits for non-enrolling teachers, and staffing levels. Nearly 1,500 teachers are required to restore B.C. public schools to the 1990–91 staffing levels. Negotiations should take us some way toward restoring those positions and those services to students. The bargaining team for the trustees includes two principals, two trustees, a secretary-treasurer, an assistant superintendent, and employees of the B.C. Public School Employers’ Association. This is a group who should understand what the system is going through and what teachers need in order to relieve some of the pressures at the classroom level. Negotiations resumed September 16. At that meeting the two parties exchanged packages. Weekly updates of progress at the table continue to be distributed to every staffroom across the province. Teri Sobo is a member of the BCTF’s bargaining team.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=17410,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 4, January/February 2009  Teachers without borders—Canada By Greg Phillips Ten Canadian teachers arrived in the dusty town of Maai Mahiu, Kenya, in August of 2008, hoping to make a lasting difference. The volunteers saw a need and an opportunity to use their skills and experience to help mentor their comparatively undersupported Kenyan colleagues. Being a teacher in Kenya is a challenge at the best of times. However, after the government initiated free and compulsory primary schooling, the number of children attending increased dramatically, without a sufficient increase in funding, classrooms, or teachers. “There is so much potential here that will not be realized…these are future leaders, scientists, doctors, musicians, mechanics, even teachers, who don’t get to (become) what they want to be,” says Teachers Without Borders—Canada (TWBC) President, Noble Kelly. One Maai Mahiu school with 17 classrooms is bursting at the seams with 1,600 students; the teachers entrusted with their education are overworked. Noble Kelly of Vancouver created the Canadian chapter in 2006 after a trip to Durban, South Africa, to help a friend care for some local orphans. The experience “captivated” him and he returned months later with computers for their school that were donated by his West Vancouver school. The necessity of setting up the computers led the computer science instructor to work with some of the South African teachers, most of whom, he realized, had little formal training or access to the professional development resources so readily available in Canada. From this came the recognition of the need for an organization that could provide mentors to those educators. TWBC is a membership-driven, grassroots initiative. Promotion and recruitment is generally through word of mouth and their website—www.twbcanada.org. The hope is that those who participate and witness the need first-hand will then return to their communities and share their experiences and ideas, building a network with others who may then be motivated to participate. “Teachers will come back and want to do more global initiatives, want to connect their classrooms,” Kelly says. “Any NGO’s biggest challenge (is fundraising),” laments Kelly. Until a more sustainable model of supporting this kind of work is achieved, TWBC is dependent on individual and corporate/foundation funding and grants. TWBC wants to recognize and thank the BCTF for one such grant that supported the BCTF members who were participants of the projects in Kenya and South Africa this past summer. Funding is not the only challenge, however. When TWBC researches an area to present their unique workshops, they must identify and partner with a reputable NGO that is familiar with the community and its needs. In the transient trucker town of Maai Mahiu, along the infamous AIDS highway, where 60% of the 30,000 residents are HIV positive, Comfort The Children (CTC) was that NGO. Part of CTC’s mandate is to promote education; consequently it was efficient to augment this CTC initiative. It is extremely valuable to have a reliable, long-term partner in the area to facilitate the follow-up needed. The workshops implemented included strategies for primary and secondary school instruction through various teaching techniques and subject area resources. Reinforcing effective teaching/assessment strategies and building teacher confidence will ultimately benefit the children in those communities long after the Canadian volunteers have left. One major goal for TWBC is to build the capacity for Kenyan educators to be able to facilitate their own workshops by increasing the number of local facilitators in subsequent projects, while TWBC branches out to other communities. In addition to creating a localized professional development model, another goal is to facilitate lasting relationships between educators from around the globe and continue to mentor them by linking classrooms and communities via the Internet. Through these same means, Canadian students are also connected to their counterparts and informed of global realities. “If you are not integrating global issues into your curriculum,” asks Kelly, “then I question how small is your classroom?” “Even though we go with the intent of giving of ourselves, our resources, and our experience,” says Kelly, “we actually come back with so much more.” Accepting applications for this year’s projects soon. For more information, visit www.twbcanada.org or e-mail noble@twbcanada.org. Greg Phillips, gp@sturdeephotography.com, edited by Larry Kuehn. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=14250&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 20, Number 2, October 2007 Innovative leadership at Juniper Ridge By Dianne Dean and Jane Powell Walk into any elementary school in BC and you will see students, together with their buddies with special needs, eating lunch and then playing outside games like football or catch. Intermediate students may listen to Grade 1 students as they read or help out in the office during break times. You may also see students making presentations about poverty to their peers in an effort to raise funds for a charity such as UNICEF. While these activities take place in most elementary schools, at Juniper Ridge, a school of 340 students that lies in the hills above Kamloops, they are part of a program that sees every Grade 6 and 7 student take several leadership roles in the school. The program evolved because teachers noticed that some senior students had problems with conflicting schedules—a small number of them were taking on all the leadership roles in the school. When teachers started to address this problem, they realized that by restructuring the leadership opportunities so that all Grade 6 and 7 students were involved, not only did this re-organization eliminate the problem of some students being over-scheduled, but it also gave students who would not have been identified as leaders opportunities to fulfill a variety of roles and live up to, and even exceed, expectations. To kick-start the program in September, community consultants offer training in communication and leadership skills to the student leaders. The principal and several staff members organize the program and train the students for specific responsibilities. The Grade 6 and 7 teachers divide the students into five homogeneous groups based on leadership ability, grade, and gender. Each team begins in one of five rotations. Students in the Office Monitors rotation perform tasks such as answering phones, making morning announcements, and doing some clerical work. The Supervision group supervises students in the computer lab and the Grade 1 students while they eat their lunch. Peer Helpers play games with students with special needs, read with primary children, or provide homework help. School Spirit students organize special events such as dances and pumpkin-carving contests and teach playground games to primary classes. Community Service students promote giving back to the school and community by supporting projects like Christmas Amalgamated and events to raise money for trees and playground equipment. Each group works in one placement for a two-month period before moving into the next one. In this way, all students have an opportunity to experience the various roles and responsibilities across the leadership program and discover their strengths--strengths they will continue to use in their adult lives and careers. They develop communication skills, a sense of social responsibility, and empathy for others. They learn social skills and how to work as a team. The benefits of the program also extend to the adults. The staff collaborates to ensure the program runs smoothly and there is a renewed sense of excitement when they witness student growth. Comments from staff and parents indicate that the program contributes to the positive school climate. There is a sense of community—not only for students who are receiving the benefits of the program, but also for the ones providing it. It is through this program that students learn that they have something to contribute and that they can make a difference. At Juniper Ridge, teachers and staff believe this is perhaps the most important learning for future citizens. Dianne Dean teaches at Juniper Ridge Elementary School and Jane Powell teaches at the School of Education, Thompson Rivers University, Kamloops.)
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(20141007,www.huffingtonpost.com,http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/10/06/new-cats-in-art-photography_n_5923802.html?utm_hp_ref=tw,This Amazing Contemporary Photography Project Is Devoted Entirely To Cats View mobile site October 7, 2014 Huffpost Arts Edition: U.S. Show/Hide Brasil BR Canada CA Deutschland DE España ES France FR Italia IT 日本 (Japan) JP 한국 (Korea) KR Maghreb MG United Kingdom UK United States US Follow Newsletters Get ArtsNewsletters Email address Enter Email Address Huffington Post Search Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search iOS app Android app More Log in Create Account Notifications 0 $USERNAME Profile Settings Logout FRONT PAGE Entertainment Kris Jenner Opens Up About The Late Robert Kardashian 6 Blake Lively Is Pregnant! 30 Mariah Carey Proves She's Not Lip-Synching 42 Is This Where George Clooney And Amal Alamuddin Honeymooned? 7 Pregnant Kelly Rowland Poses Topless In Black And White Photo Shoot 2 Go to Entertainment More in Entertainment Celebrity TV You Might Also Like Comedy Arts Books Food Style Weird News Moviefone Arts The Glamorous History Of Pin-Up Like You've Never Seen It Before 3 1 Here Are A Bunch Of F*cking Delightful Artsy Cat Photos. You're Welcome. 3 This Is What It Really Looks Like To Be A Modern Day Nun 8 New Animation-Inspired Art Show Will Make You Yearn For Saturday Morning Cartoons 0 Go to Arts More in Arts Painting Film Design Photography Theater Architecture You Might Also Like Books NY Los Angeles Books Print Books Are Still Outselling Ebooks, Despite Dire Expectations 37 The Surprising Reason Why Reading REALLY Matters 3 Kurt Vonnegut's Advice For High Schoolers Is Advice For Us All 0 Go to Books More in Books Book Club Libraries In Crisis You Might Also Like Arts Food Education Media Recipes Black Voices Latino Voices Religion TV Well, We Didn't See This Doctor Who Monster Coming 23 Go to TV More in TV TV Replay TV Recaps TV Spoilers Maureen Ryan You Might Also Like Celebrity Media Comedy Arts Books Science WATCH: It's Time For A 'Blood Moon' 86 What Next For The Ebola Outbreak? Here's What The Math Says 125 Here's Why The Night Sky Is Dark Even Though Jillions Of Stars Are Shining Light Our Way 19 This Scientist Has A Surprising Idea For Protecting Football Players 59 3 Scientists Win Nobel Prize In Medicine 53 Go to Science More in Science Space Brain Earth Talk Nerdy To Me Weird Science You Might Also Like Tech Green Arts Religion Weird News Style Kylie Jenner Has A New Hair Line, All By Herself 0 The Easy Fall Haircut That Works For Everyone 0 8 Things Your Friends Really Need To Chill About 17 10 Totally Terrifying Halloween Nail Art Ideas 0 Amp Up Your Knuckle Rings With French Fries And Sushi 8 Go to Style More in Style The Beauty Page Fashion Trends Celebrity Style You Might Also Like Home Women Parents Weddings Travel Divorce Post 50 Home The 5 Best American Cities To Live In Right Now Are... 35 6 Gyms That Take In-Home Fitness To A Whole. New. Level. 4 Go to Home More in Home House Tours Cleaning Design Entertaining Real Estate Celebrity Homes You Might Also Like Style Food Healthy Living Arts HuffPost Live Next Ferguson & The Threat Of State Violence Next SCOTUS To Rule On Prisoner's Beard Tomorrow 'Felony' Star Jai Courtney LIVE Tomorrow Author & Therapist Linda Carroll LIVE Tomorrow Macy Gray LIVE Go to Huffpost Live All Sections News Politics WorldPost Business Small Business Money Media Sports Education Crime Weird News Good News Entertainment Entertainment Celebrity Comedy Arts & Culture Books TV Life & Style Healthy Living GPS for the Soul Style Home Taste Weddings Travel Parents Divorce Huff/Post 50 Marlo Thomas OWN Dr. Phil Tech & Science Tech Science Green Code Voices Women Black Voices Latino Voices Voces (en español) Gay Voices Religion College Teen Impact Local Chicago DC Denver Detroit Hawaii Los Angeles Miami New York San Francisco Our Mobile Apps: iOS Android HuffPost Live (iOS) GPS For The Soul (iOS) GPS For The Soul (Android) Arts & Culture Painting Film Design Photography Theater Music Dance Architecture Female Artists Art Meets Science On Our Radar ImageBlog The Glamorous History Of Pin-Up Like You've Never Seen It Before 2014-10-06 04:01:25 Gay Artist Will Spend 15 Days In A Glass Box To Explore The Meaning Of Grindr 2014-10-03 09:17:09 " class="async-img-load" /> 2014-10-02 16:44:21 This Dreamlike Flock Of Rainbow Sheep Actually Exists 2014-10-01 09:40:24 This Is What It Really Looks Like To Be A Modern Day Nun 2014-10-06 04:01:33 Miranda July Designed A Purse And It's Everything You Hoped It Would Be 2014-10-03 20:50:37 10 Painters Who Are Changing Their Medium In The 21 Century 2014-10-03 09:19:22 10 Eerily Adorable GIFs That Will Make You Feel Like A Kid Before Bedtime 2014-10-03 20:50:43 Here's One Way To Protest China's Preference For Boys 2014-10-03 09:01:42 How To Build A Gay And Lesbian Art Museum 2014-10-03 20:50:58 Previous Story Next Story This Amazing Contemporary Photography Project Is Devoted Entirely To Cats The Huffington Post  | By Katherine Brooks Email Posted: 10/06/2014 4:01 am EDT Updated: 10/06/2014 4:59 am EDT Share Tweet Email Comment tumblr stumble reddit When Jon Feinstein, co-founder of Humble Arts Foundation, sat down to name his cat-themed photography show, a few titles sprung to mind. "I Got 99 Cat Photos and a Bitch Ain’t One"? "These Cat Photos Will Blow Your Mind and You’ll Never Guess What Happened Next…”? “Henri Kittier Bresson, and the Canon of the Photo Meows”? Sadly, he went with a milder, less punny title -- "New Cats in Art Photography" -- but thankfully, the carefully curated selection of cat photos didn't suffer. With over 100 images, imagined by some of our favorite contemporary photographers, the digital exhibition is an homage to the internet age's obsession with all things feline. No pretension. Just cats. Jamie Campbell, "Saddest Kitten," 2012 Given the art world's penchant for sticking its nose up at low brow trends beloved by internet plebeians everywhere, Feinstein's project is pretty spectacular. "New Cats" shows off the work of artists like Jill Greenberg, Amy Stein and Madoka Hasegawa, and by giving the fur balls center frame for just a moment, Feinstein hopes to redirect admirers to the photographers' non-cat specific portraits. We admire the philosophy: you come for the scintillating cat photos, stay for the genuinely intriguing aesthetics. "Why do we love cats? Why are they one of the most viral entities known to post Generation X’ers and Millennials? Why are feline musings simultaneously click-bait dreams and equally one of the largest causes of social media animosity and 'de-friending?'" the exhibition description muses. "This exhibition won’t answer any of those questions. Nor will it project any theories on the impact of cats in our rapidly shifting contemporary photographic landscape, but it will give you a glimpse into how cats make their way into the work some of today’s most challenging (and diverse) photographers." Behold, a bunch of f*cking delightful cat photos. All the artists' names are linked, so you can head to their websites to see, you know, the non-cat stuff too. Sandra Stark, "Rayburn and the Watermelon," 2014 Rachelle Mozman, "Hannah," 2004 Ileana Hernandez, "Window Shopping," 2013 Marina Caneve, Untitled, 2014 Audrey Bardou, "Chat Loupe," 2011 Jill Greenberg, "Glitch Cat (Morris)," 2014 Noel Rodo-Vankeulen, "Black Cat," 2014 James Johnson, "Leap après la souris," 2013 Lex Thompson, "Kitten on the Crack," 2013 Adelaide Ivanova, "Adelaide," 2010 Robin Schwartz, "Jacob's Weekly Bath," 2009 Geralyn Shukwit, "Protected," 2013 Arne Svenson, "Strays," 2012 Jason Houge, "Cat Tree 2," 2013 Madoka Hasegawa, Untitled, From the series "Somewhere," 2013 Robin Schwartz, "Samantha," 2011 Alice Hargrave, "Pinky (love)," 1998 Natalia Wiernik, "The Protagonists," 2013 Barney Kulok, "Queen Benazir (reclining)," 2014 Earlier on HuffPost: Close  9 Art Techniques That Anyone Can Do To Jumpstart Creativity of   "The beginning draughtsman or painter should avoid drawing from photographs. This practice causes bad habits to form. "To start, always draw from life -- and not necessarily a model. Simple convex objects like apples, pots, opaque bottles, or smooth rocks or seashells are tremendous subjects of study. Training the mind to see form and understand how it sees form, and the hand to represent that understanding, is the start to gaining the visual artist's tools of expression." -Daniel Maidman, artist (Image: Daniel Maidman, The Red Pipes, oil on canvas, 24"x30", 2013) It is good to study a photographic scene slowly and carefully, observing how objects interact in space. Simply shifting your angle in space in relation to your subject can make or break the dynamism of a photograph. "Start out at a central point, then walk five feet to the left, five feet to the right, and keep photographing, observing how the spatial relationships shift with every step. Before you know it, you'll discover the 'sweet spot' from which to take your photograph." -Jade Doskow, teaches Architectural Photography and Modern Ruins at SVA (Image: Jade Doskow, 'Green Mystery House,' 2011) "Collage, whose invention originally is attributed to Picasso, presents as a simple technique: the utilization of assorted printed paper, which is then altered and rearranged by cutting, shaping, and then gluing to construct something entirely different from the original supply. An attractive advantage to constructing a collage is that ability to draw is helpful, but not at all necessary, as collage is design-oriented; allowing the artist to 'sketch' by manipulating glued bits of paper together to create both abstract and narrative compositions. "Unlike mixing oil or acrylic medium, complex printmaking, or sculpture, you can get started in a jiffy by selecting interesting sheets of the printed page and then cutting them up with a scissor or simply tearing them into pieces to reposition them and form the collage. Even though the paper materials are appropriated from another source, the adaptively re-used collage elements become unique, original and completely your own -- with collage, if you don’t have a particular plan in mind you can just begin on a whim!" -Bruce Helander, artist (Image courtesy of Bruce Helander Studio) "If you can cut, fold and paste (as in paper, poster board, etc.), you can make metal sculptures and small steel objects. "Cut shapes in thin sheet steel (18 gauge, less than 1/16 in. thick) with 'aviation' snips. Wear gloves and smooth any sharp edges with a metal file or sandpaper. Fold/bend parts using pliers or a table vise, or anything that can act as a wedge. Small non-weight bearing pieces can be epoxied, or notched and folded together. To attach bigger parts, make holes with a metal hand punch or electric drill using a drill bit for metal. Join pieces with hardware -- nuts and bolts, hammer rivets, pop rivets and riveter, or wire." -Marsha Trattner, teaches Metal Sculpture, Metal Furniture Fabrication and Creative Blacksmithing, as well as a Weekend Welding Workshop and Metal Works Without Welding in the summer at SVA (Image courtesy of Marsha Trattner) "Here is a quick and easy project with great results: 1) Mix gel medium with a small amount of water to create a more liquid consistency. 2) Apply mixture to the surface of the base object using the paintbrush. 3) Cut the fabric and arrange the pieces onto the object as desired. 4) Apply another coat of the gel medium on top of the fabric to ensure that it remains in place. 5) Cover the entire object and you're done!" -Saya Woolfalk, artist (Image courtesy of Saya Woolfalk) "When taking photographs in outdoor settings, especially when taking photos of landscapes use the natural elements to work in your advantage. They will provide drama, depth and uniqueness to your shots. Clouds could be a photographer's best friend but it requires a bit of patience to get the right mood in the shot. "The same can be said for shadows, fog and snow. Playing with natural light is fun and the results can be striking without using heavy and expensive equipment. If a manual setting in your camera is too cumbersome set your camera to auto focus and you are ready to go." -Jaime Rojo, photographer and co-founder of Brooklyn Street Art (Image: Colorado Prairie by Jaime Rojo) "Thinking outside the box is never that far a leap from your own self and the stuff you love to do anyway. I'm sure you've heard about 'journaling.' Anyone can do that. It's a wonderful practice in terms of doing lots of 'me-me-me' work. But don't feel self centered. It truly is a brave undertaking to venture deep into your own issues in order to experience any real life growth. From this place, now you could be ready to streamline your focus in terms of what you are documenting, and what makes aspects of your life original. "Try going beyond the 'Dear Diary' book, and start looking right under your nose for things your already do every day, things that interest you, subjects you already deal with. Try a journal that focuses on one of these things, using the materials that pertain to the subject, like an accumulative project. I did this by using elements from the garment manufacturing industry, as I grew up as a pattern cutter in my family's business. I started this project in 2004 and have accumulated hundreds of journal pieces. Now I install them in groupings of about 50 at a time, attached to the wall with sewing pins. "It's important to commit to your ideas, as 'stupid; as they might seem in the beginning, because concepts combined with the visual can really surprise you. Over time, you just might have a new style of documentation that has yet to be seen." -Carol Es, artist (Image: Carol Es, Drawing Installation, 46 Days, 2011) "Most of us enjoyed fingerpainting as children and surely it is still the most gloriously direct way of applying paint. The touch and feel of the artist is left up on the surface and the whole process is sensual, visceral and delightfully messy. I went back to it several years ago thinking that it would yield some adventurous and maybe slightly crude work. "To my surprise I found that if I used a delicate touch, laying the paint gently onto the canvas, I could get a very rich, alluring surface. The fact that placement is a little imprecise gave the work and intriguing softness and suggestiveness. I worked with oil on a fine linen, using the paint fairly thick so that it sat up on the surface. I used a barrier cream to keep the paint out of my pores and avoided toxic pigments like lead whites or cadmiums. "My last exhibition in New York was a show of images from my English childhood painted from memory in this technique. Adopting this childish technique allowed me better access to the memory and feel of childhood." -John A. Parks, artist and teacher of courses in Realist Techniques, Portrait Painting, Drawing and Gouache techniques at SVA (Image: John A. Parks, “HIde and Seek” 2012. Oil on Linen. 20” x 30”) "I’m always encouraging my students to understand the basics of traditional animation and apply this your personal concepts, style, story or abstract ideas. "It all starts with drawing. The rough idea of drawings, doodles, enthusiasm and sketches plays such a major part in the process of animation. We begin by drawing on paper and creating a personal stylistic approach, making drawings that move, a flow of story, design, animation principles, expressionistic style and content. The computers are there to make the finished film look colored and composited. "There is no such thing as good or bad in art …it’s making it better. That's important. Take the principals and most of all give it your signature of personal style. Create images you want to see." -Martin Abrahams, Instructor of Animation at SVA  Share  Tweet  ✖ Advertisement Share this ✖ close Current Slide More: Cats in Art Photography Cat Photography Cats Cat Art Humble Arts Foundation Jon Feinstein New Cats in Art Photography Suggest a correction   Click here to view Conversations Conversations Suggested For You FOLLOW HUFFPOST Email Email Address Options The Morning Email Arts Get top stories and blog posts emailed to me each day.. Facebook HuffPost Arts Twitter HuffPost Follow Arts Follow Google Plus HuffPost Arts RSS Most Popular on HuffPost Latest News Arts All RSS / Feeds Phone Available on the App Store Android App on Google Play Get it at Blackberry App World Every Simpsons Couch Gag at the Same Time Why Aren’t We Talking About Chadwick Boseman? Gone Girl, Psycho, and How David Fincher Steals From Alfred Hitchcock Slate Articles » Are Ratings Back Up For Bob's Burgers? Movie Characters Whose Legends Live On 11 More Superhero Movies That Almost Happened Crowd Ignite » Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search Advertise Log In Make HuffPost your Home Page RSS Careers FAQ User Agreement Privacy Comment Policy About Us About Our Ads Contact Us Copyright ©2014 TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. "The Huffington Post" is a registered trademark of TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. All rights reserved. Part of AOL Lifestyle Use this form to alert a HuffPost editor about a factual or typographical error in this story. Notify message * Required * * * What kind of error is this? Choose an option Factual or typographical Comment moderation problem Rights and permissions Other * What is the correction? 0 count Describe the error here (1,000 character limit) * Type the words below so we know you are not a cyborg Sign me up for The Morning Email Thank you!)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=14658,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 20, Number 3, November/December 2007 Health and safety: Privacy vs. the right to know By Mark Keelan One of the questions asked of the BCTFs Health and Safety office fairly frequently is whether or not teachers have the right to know if individual students have communicable diseases such as HIV/AIDS or Hepatitis B. Or, do students have the right to keep their personal medical information private? Section 115 of the Workers Compensation Act outlines the general duties of employers. The first and most important of those duties is the obligation to ensure the health and safety of all of the employers workers. That includes an obligation to either eliminate, or at least minimize, the risk that school district workers will contract a communicable disease on the job. Compliance with the Occupational Health and Safety Regulation (OH&SR) will help employers to fulfill their obligations. Part 6 of the OH&SR includes provisions for how to deal with biohazardous materials. Specifically, OH&SR 6.34 states that employers must establish an exposure control plan, "if a worker has or may have occupational exposure to a bloodborne pathogen, or to other biohazardous material...." The exposure control plan must include, among other things, a statement of purpose and responsibilities, the method to be used for risk identification, assessment and control, provision for education and training, and written work procedures. Most BCTF members have never seen their districts exposure control plan. Ask for it. To comply with OH&SR 6.35, the employer must identify all tasks and procedures in which there is a potential for occupational exposure to a bloodborne pathogen, or to other biohazardous material. These tasks and procedures could include, among others, playground supervision, teaching a physical education class, coaching a sports team, or dealing with student fights. OH&SR 6.36 outlines specific controls that the employer must put in place where there is a risk to workers of exposure to biohazardous materials. Subsection 1 states in part that engineering and work practice controls must be established to eliminate or minimize occupational exposures. Engineering controls involve modifying or replacing equipment used for medical treatment, something that is not particularly applicable to schools. However, work practice controls can certainly be established in schools. Such controls could include provisions for ensuring that only trained individuals who have the proper equipment, i.e., not teachers, clean up blood, vomit, urine, and other bodily fluids. OH&SR 6.36 also states that personal protective equipment (PPE) must be used to shield workers from biohazardous materials. The employer must supply personal protective equipment and must train workers in how to use it. Appropriate PPE in schools includes surgical quality gloves, masks to prevent bodily fluids from getting into the eyes, nose and mouth, and single-use, one-way resuscitation devices for use in emergency mouth-to-mouth resuscitation. Teachers should have this equipment readily available to them, particularly when they are most likely to encounter student injuries, for example, playground supervision and physical education class. Recall that OH&SR 6.35 requires that the employer identify tasks and procedures in which there is a potential for occupational exposure to a bloodborne pathogen, or to other biohazardous material. Subsection 6 of OH&SR 6.36 requires the implementation of universal precautions for those tasks and procedures. Universal precautions are procedures designed to reduce the risk of transmission of bloodborne pathogens. Universal precautions require that all human blood and other potentially infectious bodily fluids be treated as if they were known to be infected with HIV/AIDS, Hepatitis B or other bloodborne pathogens. Clearly, then, employers have an obligation to ensure that workers are protected from contracting communicable diseases at work. But, do students not have the right to keep certain information about themselves private? A persons right to keep medical issues private is something that courts, tribunals, and officials have consistently ruled must be vigorously protected. For example, in a March 2007 letter to the BCTF, British Columbias Information and Privacy Commissioner David Loukidelis, states "...personal information about ones HIV/AIDS status, in particular, is extremely sensitive and warrants robust privacy protection." This being the case, how can a workers right to be safe at work be reconciled with a students right to privacy? Universal precautions, together with the other provisions of Part 6 of the Occupational Health and Safety Regulation, are the answer. Employers compliance with the provisions eliminates the need for workers to be given information that must be kept private. BCTF members can help to protect themselves, their co-workers, and their students by insisting that their employers: have an exposure-control plan. have identified tasks and procedures that could expose workers to biohazardous materials. have procedures in place to eliminate or minimize the risk of exposure. have appropriate personal protective equipment readily available. have instituted a system of universal precautions. have provided education about biohazardous material and bloodborne pathogens. have provided staff with the training necessary to carry out the established procedures. have provided training in the use of universal precautions and personal protective equipment. Putting together a comprehensive program will cost school districts some time and money. However, protecting their employees from potentially deadly illnesses, and the peace of mind that goes with such protection, is worth it. Mark Keelan is the BCTFs health and safety officer for prevention. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2014/09/tentative-agreement-yes-or-no.html?showComment=1411075824696,Staffroom Confidential: Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, September 16, 2014 Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Despite what I know was a herculean effort on the part of our bargaining team, I very much hope that BC teachers will vote no to the tentative agreement. After five weeks of strike, and twelve years of legal battles, this is not the deal that will restore sanity to public education and it is not a fair deal for teachers and students. Just as teachers in Saskatchewan rejected a deal to ensure a better outcome, I hope BC teachers will consider a no vote to let our team know we have to go back to the bargaining table. Class size, composition The agreement provided a modified LIF fund starting at $75 million per year and increasing to $85 by the last year. It is for teachers only, which will mean a slight improvement in Districts where sizeable portions were spent on Education Assistants or senior District staff rather than teachers. However, in an average size District like Victoria (20,000 students, 1,000 teachers), this will translate into about 5-10 more teachers. That is one for every five schools. To put it in comparison, Justice Griffin's judgement estimated the lost funding due to lost class size language at about $330 million in current dollars. (Read more here about the proposed Education Fund.) I heard so many teachers speak up about the need to ensure that we do not return to over-crowded classes when the strike ends. This agreement does very little to alleviate what is the most pressing issue. Throwing away the court victory The agreement provides a "reopener" in the event we win on appeal our class size language. What this means is that the language returns, but is not implemented until new language is negotiated. Without the actual implementation of the returned language, there will be very little incentive for the government to bargain it back. We would essentially be back in the very same position we are in today, with government trying to bargain it out and us trying to bargain it back in. In my opinion, even if we were legislated back to work we would be in a superior position. If we won the appeal the government would then be forced to implement the language. We are thus throwing away our historic court victory and the bargaining pressure it potentially creates. The reopener is really only mildly less offensive than E80. In both cases, we have to bargain back what was illegally taken from our contract and the government will probably never have to restore it. In fact, the "reopener" creates the perfect opportunity for government to lock us out to try and force us to agree to something far inferior. Throwing away the remedy for the last twelve years The agreement provides $105 million to compensate for grievances over-sized classes for the last twelve years. Using Justice Griffin's estimates, our loss is roughly $300 million times 12 = over $3 billion. I cannot fathom how $105 million is a fair compromise. The BCTF's original proposal to put this money back into the system was a more fair and productive approach. This agreement means we can no longer go to the courts for a fair remedy. Wages The agreement is very close to government's original offer. While I would be willing to accept this if the class size language was returned, teachers should not be taking such a significant monetary loss without the commensurate gain in working conditions. We have lost roughly 12% of our annual salary. We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut. Minimal improvements There are very minimal improvements in preparation time for elementary teachers (10 minutes per week), and TTOC daily rate. The TTOC daily rate change may depend on your grid placement. It could actually be a wage loss for long term TTOCs who are above category 5 and step 7. There is also $11 million in health and dental benefits. At 40,000 members, this is $275 each. Hardly worth consideration in the context of the rest of the agreement. What next? There are a variety of options if we vote no. We can continue the strike. We can choose to return to work and continue bargaining. We do not, and should not, accept an agreement that doesn't meet our needs and doesn't meet the needs of students and public education. When Saskatchewan teachers rejected the first deal which had 5.5% wage increases over four years, the second deal had 7.3% increases over four years. They have said this still isn't good enough. For us, our main issue is classroom conditions. We need to say this isn't good enough. The way to do that is to vote no. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 7:48 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 124 comments: Troy MooreSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:17 PM The EC recommendation states the open clause will be argued from restored language. However, selling our grievances for nothing as the 105 million is strike savings, is plenty of reason to vote no. Further, no composition caps, but a fund controlled by Superintendents is enough reason to vote no. Thursday I will vote no.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:06 PM Re-opener also says "education fund" in place until new language bargained, so old language can disappear forever.Delete Reply Mme RousseauSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:33 PM Government starved us to death hoping we'd vote yes to whatever deal they'd offer. Planned it from the start.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:07 PM We can sill choose (collectively) to return to work if we reject this deal. Many options.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:09 PM Great analysis, Tara! I think that returning to work would be a bad idea. This will frustrate parents more if they need to find new ways to deal with taking care fo kids. USe the money given to you by the other unions. I am a teacher who had to quit for stress over the terrible condition of work (split FI grade 4/5, several low LD kids with little support, one severe with no support, 2 gifted (no support), and a principal who expected me to teach 2 separate social studies AND science programs)Delete Reply Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:56 PM Good points by all but the gov't succeeded in starving my family out and completly breaking us. I will be voting YES and live to fight another dayReplyDelete Replies schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:21 PM 'Fight another day'? In the last twelve years that we have been pushing back against this government, never has the tide tide been so much with teachers, class size/composition, and public education - and never has the government been pushed back onto the ropes (especially with the call for binding arbitration). What 'other day' is being proposed that we wait for? Now is the time. Vote 'no' and give the BCTF bargaining team a renewed mandate to get a decent deal for students and teachers.Delete Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:10 PM "Another day" means to wake up and realize that 2more weeks means my family of 5 could lose our home. It means I will do all I can to recall Cc, Factbender, and other mla's, and maybe even having "a guy I know" have a chat with them. In year 1 of their reign, I don't believe they even know what "the ropes" are. I will vote YES ...for my family, and I can live with thatDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:12 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply Karen FergusonSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:03 PM Just a question: When the Saskatchewan teachers voted no, had they already been on strike for 5 weeks?ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM No. They are working with no contract. They are not on strike.Delete Shannon DavisSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:23 AM I am a Saskatchewan teacher. We are not on strike; we are currently in the conciliation process after voting "no" to 2 previous offersDelete Reply "Mama Rose"September 16, 2014 at 9:27 PM Can we truly return to work without agreeing and continue bargaining? When I suggested returning to work a few weeks ago, the answer was "being on strike puts pressure on the gov't and without pressure they have no reason to settle." And can you explain more how legislating us back would be better than agreeing to this deal? And finally, why would the BCTF executive put forward a deal that was not a good one?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:30 PM Because they need confirmation of the resolve of the membership to get something better. That is what a no vote does.Delete Reply Troylana MSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:28 PM some great points to ponder, tara......thinking thinking....ReplyDelete schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:43 PM If we vote 'no' to the tentative deal we still have options: We'd not have a contract. But we could... a) strike with full picket lines b) partially strike with phase 1 (work-to-rule) in schools c) partially strike with periodic/rotating job action d) continue negotiating e) return to work and re-escalate strike f) some/all of the above ReplyDelete Replies Caroline MackenzieSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:21 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:14 PM a) will expedite matters (I say less that 3 days)Delete Reply danabjornsonSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:05 PM I am thinking that a legislated, crappier contract would only be in effect for 2 years max (before elections...). If we take this offer, then we will be agreeing to this pseudo-E80. Should we win the court case (which we likely will), we will have to settle on the terms of the THIS negotiated contract which doesn't actually restore learning conditions; it simply allows for those conditions to be negotiated. If we say n, then we default to the 2002 contract, which DOES restore the language. A "yes" vote is saying that we are good on "crumbs"; a "no" vote is saying we want an actual meal. That's my understanding, anyway. Please correct me where I am wrong, Tara. :)ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:44 PM And word is IF they legislate, they could opt to legislate back Grade 10-12 only causing the union to have to lay off all teachers and re-hire based on seniority. That will tear the union at the seams pitting teacher against teacher for those positions. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:17 PM There will be a general strike if that were to happen! They better not do this. They will regret it.Delete Reply imaginefunlearningSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:09 PM Some good points on the background of our fight over the past 12 years, which I have been actively engaged in; however we need to recognize the climate we are in. We are not in Sask. people! We have just come through a very long summer!! We need to thank our @bctf bargaining team & recognize the toll this has taken on all of us & our families. I don't have the luxury of more time on the strike line. This may be as good as it gets. Let's read the agreement and consider getting back to work and making some $ again! That's my 2 cents worth, which would come in really handy right now!!!ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:18 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply RobSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:11 PM Go back in work to rule mode. Work this winter to recall every Liberal MLA. ThAt is the only way to apply pressure to these criminals. ReplyDelete Replies Kate RestonSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:03 PM Recall! Not sure who won the battle but the war is still onDelete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:14 AM Well said Kate... I agree 100%Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:20 PM I think say NO and a better deal will be done in less than 3 days. These guys are not criminals, they are lower than that. I bet they get a sick pleasure in hurting the kids and the teachers.Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:31 PM An official recall is in the works: https://www.facebook.com/groups/316129595235450/?fref=ts Please consider joining.Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:26 AM Leah - do you honestly think anyone who voted BC Liberal did so thinking that they would act any differently on the education file?Delete Reply JJSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:16 PM I am glad to see other members who share my views. I am outraged at a 1.2 percent "raise" in salary per year that doesn't even meet inflation of currently 2%. I feel used and abused.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:23 PM Not to mention all of the other pittance! I am actually surprised that Iker asked teachers to vote on this! Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:18 PM Hi Tara Thanks for the summary! Will we be able to vote NO to the deal, but vote YES to returning to work? Will there be three options when we vote Thursday? Why did the BCTF agree to a substandard deal for us? If we vote no to a deal that was recommended to us, the teachers look like the bad guys and public approval will plummet. I am very disappointed and frustratedReplyDelete Replies KataSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:12 AM Public approval will not necessarily plummet. I have seen strikes where the membership has voted against the executive's "best results to date", and ended up with a better offer. This offer is an insult. The $300 million will not bring funding to the national average (I believe). More importantly, the wage offer is half of the average wage increase for public and private workers (StatsCan). Delete Reply MontySeptember 16, 2014 at 10:19 PM Thank you, Tara. My thoughts too, more clearly expressed. As well, Thursday is too soon to vote, too soon to vote, too soon to vote........ReplyDelete Richard ChalkeSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:21 PM Vote no and lose every shred of public support...just sayin!ReplyDelete Replies UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:31 AM I am a member of the public and would support a "no" vote. js!.Delete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:01 AM Richard Chalke, NO you won't! I am a mother with 3 adopted special needs children who need to be in a class that is designed for them and others like them (my kids are academically slightly delayed but their issues are more social and behavioural) where they can receive the education they deserve taught in a way they can comprehend. I will speak now for all the parents I know, and we will support the teacher's if they continue to fight for our children's best interest.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:28 PM It might not be pretty at first, but once we explain things (and I hope the Mandarin-speaking teachers flood the Richmond organization that voiced their concerns), they will back us. The 3 billions that the judge came to is the first I hear about. This should be stated to every newsmedia comment section in the province. Minimize pickets and flood those outlets with commenters, just like the Liberals do. Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:45 PM I am a member of the public and a single Mother of a child in the public school system. You will NOT lose one bit of my support if you vote no. I know that you are sacrificing so that my child can have a better education, and I am most grateful for it. Having said that, I also know that you are exhausted and broke. I have been dreading that you may have to settle for less than what you (we) deserve because the government succeeded in breaking you. I am not in your shoes, so cannot judge. If the vote is a yes, I understand and I am still behind you. Delete Reply Alison RocheSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:25 PM It is a crap deal. It's always a crap deal. Once you raise the stakes to striking, anything else is a cave in. The last time we walked out was the 3 day illegal strike where I threw away 1200$ and got EXACTLY the same contract I had the year before. The BCTF called it a win because they didn't rip up MORE of my contract. Ridiculous. There are a few of us that believe that working to contract, doing 100% of your teaching job and nothing more (like paying for supplies out of your own pocket or EC) is the only way teachers will survive this government. What if they get re-elected again? Then what? Teachers have lost thousands to these clowns to make "statements" about the state of public education in this province. We can't keep sacrificing ourselves and our families. And in the meantime, you talk to parents about why you have to take this crappy road. Because up until this strike they mostly didn't care about the state of education, but god forbid you didn't run a Sports Day. Then suddenly they wanted to know what the hell was going on. Keep the conversation going in schools. Attend your PAC meetings and stop enabling this govt to underfund and overwork the system. And still get paid!ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:20 AM I am very excited at the prospect of returning to my beloved job on Friday. However I will NOT continue to put my personal money into my classroom and I will be seriously reconsidering my involvement in extra curriculars. I think we shoot ourselves in the foot with all the unpaid work we so willingly volunteer to do. Delete Reply FCSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:38 PM I heard a rumour last week from a loose lipped government insider that after the 22nd, depending on the outcome of the negotiations the Liberals were going to announce a 3 step process. I was not clear if this was based on 3 steps to resolve the strike (perhaps the 3rd step is legislation??) or 3 steps to overhaul the education system, either way, they will settle it outright. I wish you all luck and all the information that you need to make a sound decision of what you feel is best.ReplyDelete Replies Lisa BurrowsSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:53 PM I have heard similar rumours. On the 23rd, the gov. was planning on introducing a $6000 per year voucher system for 3 choices: an academic or trades program, or something called EducationCanada. Not clear whether their intention was to privatize the public system, de-certify teachers and hire them back under new wage/benefits. Not clear where these rumours originated from. Maybe fear tactics to get teachers to vote yes. In any event, I plan on voting yes. I signed up to be a teacher, not a martyr. This strike has cost us a lot. We need to regain our livelihood and hopefully continue the conversation about class composition. We have at least awakened many people to the issue, and the court case is still an avenue that could eventually improve teaching and learning conditions.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:33 PM I urge all teachers to fight and say NO to this deal. Retired teacher who had to retire because horrendous work conditions. Make me proud. They will not last long if you say NO! I know this is tough, but there is money and I hear that Van City does offer loan at low to 0 %. Banks do allow you to miss a mortgage payment. Go talki to your banker.Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM Will school districts require teachers to make up missed days, as suggested in the media? Will the school calendar be changing to make up for the missed three weeks and if so will we be made aware of those changes PRIOR to the vote? ReplyDelete KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:41 PM "Wages..... We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut." And that is the cost of going on strike!!! There is nothing that can be done about that. You cannot go on strike and put up the raise you want every week to compensate for your time on strike - it doesn't work that way.ReplyDelete Replies Drew StevensonSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:59 AM I believe the missing "..." Suggests that they meant to refer to the losses against inflation since the last wage step increase. Thus this contract does not allow us to recover the buying power lost to inflation since the last non contract or "0%" year. Add those up and compare against the proposed increase and you see that by the end of the contract, we won't be able to afford the same value of goods (loaves of bread, watts of energy, litres of gas) that we could at the end of the last contracts term. It was not a comment about wages that were lost in the strike. Those are really small potatoes when compared to the grinding power of inflation over years and years. The next contract will use this latest for a bench mark so these losses to inflation will grind at all teachers for as long as they teach. A death of a thousand cuts to our ability to afford basic goods and services. Any raise less than inflation is a cut to the value placed on us and on our ability to pay our bills. Delete Reply Ed SSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:09 PM Having lost $20,000 (including summer school wages) as the single income for a family of five is far too much; I will be voting YES to the deal, unless the independently wealthy teachers out there who wish to continue the strike will pay my bills and mortgage for me.ReplyDelete Replies Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:14 PM I feel ya. Yes for meDelete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:18 AM Ed S. With all due respect (and I mean that), how did you lose $20,000 in the strike? Teachers were out 2 weeks (all out) before they were supposed to be in June, and now 3 weeks for the start of school? It is my understanding that teachers don't get paid through the summer months. Please correct me if I'm wrong, wherever I'm wrong. Shouldn't you have been financially alright for the summer months at least? Also all teachers knew this strike had a possibility of extending into the new school year but no one teacher budgeted for this possibility? I'm truly just trying to get a clear picture of where this all stems. NO disrespect intended.Delete BlairSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:12 AM Kelly, not Ed but if you look at the numbers there was the 10% lockout haircut in May/June plus the loss of most of June and the loss of much of September. In our 1 teacher (1 non) household we calculated a $9 K - $10 K loss so far. If you add summer school earnings you can easily make the loss in the $20 k zone. As for budgeting, we budget for the summer, but did not expect the 10% haircut, nor the loss of June/Sept days which completely messed our budgeting calculations. A very good friend (single teaching mother) was crushed by the loss of the June income and is without a penny today.Delete Mr. SmoothSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:35 PM The only one who didn't get a haircut was Jim Iker... and he needs one more than anyone else. What's with that over-coiffed 70"s mullet Jim? Does wonders for the BCTF brand image!Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:55 PM Jim's hair is not open for discussion in a respectful space like this. As for his salary, he is a teacher who does not get paid when we are on strike.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:04 PM Totally agree!Delete Reply Mr. GSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:24 PM If I thought they could do any better I would agree with voting NO, but you have to be realistic. The BCTF does not use professionals to bargain and always ends up with much less than they promise the membership when asking for a strike vote. While this is not a great deal for teachers, I really think you're fooling yourself if you think it'll get any better.ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:02 AM BCTF needs to be replaced with younger more adept representatives and advocates. Also, we should be hiring professional contract negotiators - you don't go into battle with cut throat corporate types with a wooden knife. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:37 PM This is BAD deal! Say NO to it and show those (expletives) that we will not take it anymore! Come on! Show them that teachers have a spine! They will respect us, oddly!Delete Reply retaSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:51 PM I agree with Richard. Those in the public that are uniformed would be furious, and there are many teachers who just can't afford to use their wages as their voice any longer - too much has already been donated to the government. In my opinion, the deal is pretty lame. I am sitting on the fence.ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:24 AM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:26 AM So true!!! I cannot afford to fight this battle for public education any longer. Why is this my personal and professional obligation??? However I think this deal is weak weak weak. I also think its the best we are going to get. Ideologically I'm on the fence but my wallet will vote YES.Delete Reply SirThinksToo MuchSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:54 PM My wife and I will be voting "Yes" on Thursday for it is the middle path. The easy path would have been for us to go back to school with E-80 & E-81 over our heads. The difficult path would be for us to vote "No" and put our mortgage at risk and having to continue asking retired parents for handouts to feed a family with three kids. The middle path is the wisest choice for us considering the current political climate in which those who do not teach are the quickest to judge it harshly.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:41 PM I understand that this is really tough for you! I almost died teaching a few month ago. I had to quit. Please consider holding on and say no. Remember the short loss in salary will be offset in the LONG-RUn by better salary increase. This is a joke! They will be laughing at you even more if we accept this. This is a very bad deal! However, I do respect your position!Delete Reply DaleSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:16 AM Why would classroom conditions be better on October 9th after being legislated back? We have been outplayed because of our stubborn refusal to outdated, tired old tactics. It is because of these actions that have led us to this terrible deal. Time to reset, regroup and stock up for the long haul. Can't do it if half the members commit hara kiri on themselves. We are a union of professionals not a cult. ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:49 AM Could not agree more.Delete schreck!September 17, 2014 at 9:44 AM Could you please advise which tactics you believe could have been used to secure a superior deal?Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:47 AM Full disclosure: I'm a BC Liberal supporter. The only people who would benefit from a NO vote are the BC Liberals. Teachers would be bargaining with no leverage whatsoever and would be viewed by a large segment of the population as unreasonable. The BC Liberals then get portray themselves as the only party capable of dealing with the BCTF. schreck! says that the BCTF has the government on the ropes, but he couldn't be farther from the truth. The government wants people to view the BCTF as their primary opponent. Disputes like this just shore up the BC Liberal base and protect its right flank. Any half-baked recall campaign will only reinforce that. It's true teachers aren't going to recoup the lost wages from the strike. I would suggest to you that that means this job action was probably not in teachers' interests, especially without any sort of appreciable strike fund. This is the best deal teachers were ever going to get with this government and people should have been able to recognize that in June. If you want my advice (which you probably don't), it would be to spend the next 5 years building up a strike fund, electing better leaders, and hiring a professional negotiating team. Don't bring a knife to a gunfight and expect things to go well. Focus on getting the best deal you can from whoever the government is rather than trying to change the government, the HST, Kinder Morgan or a thousand different issues that distract from education and erode the union's finances further. You'd be doing yourself a favour, and probably doing the NDP a favour at the same time. Also, if schreck! is David Schreck, you can thank his opposition to STV for the last two BC Liberal majorities. I know I do.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:11 PM One step would be to stop making political contributions to the NDP. This only contributes to the childish animosity and lack of trust that has constantly characterized negotiations. How else can the Socreds/Liberals view teachers except as enemies when they so publicly support their opponents. This stupid confrontational immature approach has to STOP!!!!! Education should not be a political fight when it is so obviously a valuable benefit to our society. It was an NDP government that legislated teachers back to work in 1993. Stop making education a political fight.Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:10 PM I don't think they have to go that far. CUPE and the Nurses still contribute to the NDP yet they don't have the same acrimonious relationship. CUPE and the Nurses just make their members their priority, and broader advocacy second.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:55 PM Ryan (possibly a Liberal paid commenter), with all due respect, I disagree with you. The cumulative increase in lieu of this will be better. Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can. I say to Iker, ask for 6% over 3 years because these people love to play the 15% over 15 year game to make it so big on the surface. Some people think that this is 15% every year. Believe me! I have seen it in comment sections. Others believe that the 15% is too high not understanding that they must divide things over the duration of the contract. It is time that we play it smarter. It is time to put the foot down and ask for money given to us by other unions, if it is needed. Banks can accept one late mortgage payment. It would be suicidal for them to not help. Imagine the possible damage if that ever leaks out. They could lose a lot in teacher money. I for one would pull my money out of a bank in support! Teachers are going to show this government that we have a spine! Enough is enough! Aren't you tired of being treated like kids? (Retired teacher who almost died in a car accident because of work conditions that were horrendous. I had to quit.)Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 AM Not paid by the BC Liberals. I pay them actually... :/ I imagine astroturfers of any affiliation wouldn't disclose their bias. "Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can." How did that work in May 2013? If the teachers reject a contract that their own union endorsed, it will make teachers seem unreasonable. Whether that perception is true or fair is irrelevant. It's what will happen, and teachers will be weaker as a result. Take my advice. Build up a strike fund and focus on the internal governance of the BCTF for the next 6 years. You'll be better off for it. Or not. I don't mind you or others making it easier for the party I support to get elected. I'd just rather not see kids and teachers hurt in the process.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:37 AM Ah! The "don't-hurt-kids" card, hey, when you have underfunded education for 12 years! WOW! That takes the cake! Are your trolling? Oh! You are serious? :) Would you be surprised if I don't follow your advice, considering your lack of logic? Would you be surprised if others don't follow your advice? It is ttue that bullies like you and your ilks love to show who is the boss, who is the teacher now! I suspect that is at the root of the problem! No one wants to fail in school! No one wants to get the strap! Sad that today's teachers don't like it too! But, who cares, we are ... teachers! We deserve it! BAH! BAH! BAH!Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:22 PM That's fine. I look forward to another 16 years of BC Liberal government.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:41 PM 16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate! Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan! Sociopaths do that!Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 9:35 AM "16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate!" 16 years of our opponents still don't understand why they lost. Like I said, that's fine with me. If I said the Liberals would be in power for at least another 13 years back in 2004 you probably would have laughed too. Heck, if I told you on May 13 last year that the BC Liberals would be reelected on May 14 you'd probably have laughed too. And you were wrong. Why is that? Answer that question if you want the NDP to win the next election. Without a correct answer to it, the NDP's cause is hopeless. "Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan!" You feel they are flawed, and that's fine. I don't go around calling people who disagree with me sociopaths, nor do I accuse them of being paid shills. But I also don't feel much need to address your ad hominems. There are logical arguments to support your position, but argumentum ad hominem is not one of them. It's a textbook logical fallacy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 1:15 PM Ah! Now I get it! It is all ego-based! You think because you voted the winning party that you are a winner and we are losers! You think because you predicted that the Liberals would win, you are winner. That does not make YOU a winner or the Liberals! It is called DEMOGRAPHICS, you expletives. The baby boomers are getting old and because they have more assets and won't make a whole lot more for too long, they need to vote a govn't who is going to do just that! It is not rocket science! WOW! You think you are so superior when your party stole an election with 47% of the popular vote. That's not a majority and your party should not have been elected. BTW, did you delete from your ethical memory the words Ethnic voting scandal? The field is slanted and you know it. However, you are so willing to minimize, forget the scams and bad fairplay tactics like a sociopath is allowed to minimize or ignore his or victims emotions that you don't see that you are the loser, we are the victim of your constant bullying. 1% wage increases after years of 0% increases and you can justify that when Yahoo reports that the average Canadian can hope to get 2.5% this and next year: https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html You Liberals behave like fascists, but we can't call you that because that's not allowed! Well! Guess what? It is and you are. Live with it! You keep on dreaming you are a genius! :) I am retired, getting soon a nice pension, and laughing at you from a beach somewhere! AHAHA! Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 2:14 PM What's with the name calling Peter? For someone claiming to be retired you really don't show the wisdom of age. For someone who talks about logic, you use logical fallacies like ad hominems a lot too. It's a fair point that the BC Liberals didn't get a majority of the vote (and I'm a very big supporter of electoral reform). The BC Liberals + Conservatives did though, and I don't think it's realistic to expect the BC Conservatives to have been more generous had they been part of government. Last time I checked I just voted. I didn't "victimize" anyone. Perhaps your rage is misplaced. If you think the election was "stolen" I'm afraid I have to question your grasp on reality though. "Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?" I'm glad you'll have a pleasant retirement Peter. I have no ill will towards you. I'm not sure why you think I do. I'm not saying people were *right* to vote BC Liberal. That's a matter of opinion. All I'm saying is people *did* vote BC Liberal. More voted BC Liberal than BC NDP for the last 5 elections in a row actually. You need to understand why that happened in order to change it for the next election. Clearly you're not interested in that though. Which is fair enough. Just remember next time you're upset about something the BC Liberals do that your lack of interest is part of why the BC Liberals get elected at all.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 3:23 PM I love your culture --or the lack of thereof! Guess what, stop thinking averybody is white and must follow your little rules. Namecalling? Sociopath? Whaaaat? And, what if you are? Still can't call you that? :) You fascist right-wingers are big on censorship! I just don't like you giving us lessons on how to get the NDP in. As stated, people are voting right of the NDP because it is a matter of demographics and a little ethnic vote buying on the side. The rest is mumbo jombo. Yes, of course, they will have to go on strike in the future and yes they will have to build a strike fund. The Liberals stole that from the BCTF too! And, you wonder why I don't have any respect for them? Yes, electoral reform is needed! We agree!Delete Reply JJ GeorgeSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:46 AM As a parent, I support the teachers and respect whether they choose to vote yes or no. However I noticed a discrepancy here from other information I've read regarding prep time for elementary teachers. Here it states minimal improvement to prep time - only 10 minutes per week being added. Elsewhere I read that it is 100 minutes per week for prep, increasing by an additional 10 minutes in the final year. That is a significant difference, and worth noting. Or have I completely misunderstood?ReplyDelete Replies Anne-MarieSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:59 AM Elementary teachers currently have 90 minutes of preparation time per week so an increase to 100 minutes per week is only gaining 10 minutes. In other provinces and some private schools they have as much as 45 minutes of prep time per day.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:56 PM Thank you for inquiring!Delete DW ZSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:57 PM You're right JJ George. There is a significant difference around the province regarding preparation times. In my district elementary teachers currently get 100 minutes of prep time. This new proposal is useless to me. I'll have to wait 6 years to gain an extra 10 minutes. Delete Reply UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:11 AM Almost nobody gets cost of living adjustments. Also inflation is NOT 2%. Do some research and look at the CPI for BC over the last 24 months. The average over the last 2 years is 0.7%, not 2%. The CPI changes every month so you cant just look at the highest month and declare that THE inflation rate. Check out the 12 month averages document for the actual numbers. http://www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/StatisticsBySubject/Economy/ConsumerPriceIndex.aspx All that being said I support the teachers. if you think this is a bad deal as a parent my dream would be for the teachers to vote no but continue bargaining because I do think the kids need to be in school and I do fear that the teachers will lose all support if the strike continues. All I ask as a parent is that you do your own research and try not to be swayed by all the opinions. ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:01 AM Inflation for August was 2.1% (http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/economy/cpi-report-expected-to-reveal-rise-in-canadas-core-inflation-rate/article20593943/). The CPI is a year-over-year calculation.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:43 AM Inflation should be looked at as a yearly average, not an individual month.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:34 PM The lawyers do not believe we have compromised our court deal. Our leadership would not have sold us out. We dodged a bullet. The Premier had something loaded even if we are not sure what it was. The idea that we could simply return to work is not guaranteed. I think a no vote could easily lead to the Liberals locking us out again because the Premier wants to crush us and she will use any excuse. She did not want to take the advice of her people and do this deal. I am certain a plan for drastic action (where we have to take the concessions they had planned) or worse - was in place. We can't guarantee the press will do any better job explaining the complexities should we say no. They rarely sided with us in markets outside of Vancouver where people are more political and they often misled or allowed others to mislead. They are not helping and would sensationalize. This would see dissolution of support very quickly - especially if we asked for wages. (Though admittedly it angers me that we can't ask for wages without being accused of being greedy when that is what most bargaining units do). But we have argued this is about kids and while this is not ideal - it is better to have teachers than not. The deal does suck in that it does not bring us to par - but this fight needs to be won with a strategy that is political and capacity will do that in another round. We have some support - but it is limited to the choir. We need to have the pews too. We need to build that capacity while working and continue to find allies because the fight is bigger than most people want to consider. This is about ideology and about privatization. Education always was political but never more so than now and we have to fight this party or the conservatives who would do the same or worse. No teacher who is responsible can ignore the politics any longer. That is simply the truth. If you work in the system you better get informed and you better be prepared to fight until retirement for the system. That said, I want to ask the same question others are asking: Why is this the job of 42,000 teachers and not the job of all citizens who want equality to fight for this right? It is time (while the conversation is still on-going and up to and including election night) for us to guide the public where we can but mainly play our part by not propping the system up. Make poverty known. Make noise about shortfalls, ask questions (in the media or in board offices ) about who is going to fix it instead of paying ourselves, volunteer some but wait for the pubic to step up so they see what schools lack. I hate the deal too. But I trust Vince Ready and Iker and I don't think we could have done better right now. I think we dodged a bullet because I have read everything this government has put out and followed the trail. They plan to privatize and they are just looking for the route. Voting YES for now does not mean we are giving up. It does not mean a win in the way we wanted but we have won a battle that will lead to us winning the war. If we don't rest up and stock up we might not get there.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:57 PM Well, if it is bigger than just this battle, then we will need ALL the unions to strike if they do indeed use drastic (draconian) measures. I say it is time for ALL of the unions to call a general strike. I guarantee that they will not like that one bit. What will they do then? Call the army? :) People in Europe, at the end of the 19th century stood up in mines. General strikes do occur in Europe and have. If you think you had it tough, think of them who stood tall for US in tougher times and conditions. Make sacrifices. Sell furniture. Tutor on the side. Ask for the BCTF money. Ask your banker to help. As friends and relatives. If we say NO, it won't last long. If they legislate us back, let's call a general province-wide strike of all unions. Delete Reply Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:47 AM Between CC's smug smile as she celebrates slaughtered teachers and Jim Iker's goofy grin - seemingly unaware that he has been a willing puppet, I am thoroughly disgusted. Over the next 5 years, teachers will be in an increasingly bad situation financially, classrooms will continue to be too large and complex with increasing medical, social and environmental issues impacting academic delivery. It could not be less obvious that things will continue to worsen. The Liberals have ensured that BC is rapidly becoming the Canadian Monaco for rich off shore interests and wealthy corporations. Soon the underpaid "workers" will have to be bussed in daily to Vancouver - Asian style. The only recourse is to move to just about any other province and bring in up to $100,000 more over the six years with much less cost of living. So we are bailing, encouraged by friends who have gotten positions in Manitoba and Alberta. My colleagues and I discovered through contacting several school boards across Canada that specialist (special needs and behavioural) and secondary science teachers are in particular demand. I want to work in a professional, respectful environment where the needs of all children are considered a priority and where I feel inspired to do my best. However, I want my vote to reflect the wishes of teachers who will be here over the next 6 (5) years, so very much appreciate your blog and opportunity to read the comments.ReplyDelete Bert SlaterSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:11 AM To vote YES will throw away 12 years of effort, and 2 victories in BC Supreme Court. To vote YES will be to snatch defeat from the jaws of victory. If you vote YES what bargaining power do you think you will have - the government will do nothing, and then what do you think you will do - take job action? PLEASE VOTE NO.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:59 PM Time to show you have a spine!Delete Reply RodSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:06 AM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Cool HandSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 AM Wouldn't a 'No' vote be a vote of no confidence in the BCTF itself?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:02 AM Not at all. It is just a message to the leadership we need to do better. The strength of the union is the members, and we support the leadership by giving them direction through democratic means.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:40 PM I disagree. How else can a recommendation by the EC to vote yes be interpreted? Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:00 PM I am sure people will interpret this both ways, but it is a vote. If it is supposed to be a "Yes", because it might be interpreted one way, then why bother having a vote?Delete Kate TSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:07 AM Yes , it would be. I don't think we could come out much better than this with this government. How will a No obtain that? Christy will be happy, she can declare the BCTF gone and roll out her plan to privatize. Delete Reply David DeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:06 AM A no vote would be a rejection of a the court victories defied by the government and an inadequate deal containing some vague promises that won't meet the needs of teachers or students on class size and other important issues.In Ontario elementary teachers get 200 minutes of prep time per 5 day cycle. I know there is financial hardship, but the union has received close to $2 million in donations from other unions; is there no way of accessing hardship funds? At minimum, vote no and return to work on work to rule with various strike options.ReplyDelete Erica JonesSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:25 AM This article actually makes me so mad. It is NOT better for the kids that they have missed almost all of june and all of september. This is what you signed up for in BC as a teacher. Get on board or GET OUT.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:20 PM Is this really what teachers signed up for? At my high school, each class has about 30 kids, with an average of 17 kids per classroom with an identified learning disability. Our district says that there should be no more than 4 kids per classroom.. How do you expect non-specialist teachers to help each student when over half of them require more resources because of a learning disability? Furthermore, are you generalizing the "better-ness" to all the kids in BC? Because I don't think that it would be better if kids went back considering the learning environment isn't up to par. There are barely any Education Assistants, and support teachers for the multitude of children who need them. While I recognize and appreciate your enthusiasm for education, please realize that the public school system isn't a daycare. Also, please think about your words and the learning environment prior to speaking out. By the way, we're not an autocracy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:08 PM I can understand your frustration! Understand mine! I almost died at 7:30 pm one night returning from teaching a FI split class with several students who did not get enough support or no support at all. The principal expressed to me that he expected me to teach 2 different social studies programs and 2 different science programs. ANYONE I talked to knows that this is impossible to do, especially in French Immersion when kids get no support at home and books are often too hard for students to read. I had to quit my job. I did it for me and did it for the kids. I was like a surgeon who is asked to operate on 5 patients with an old scalpel with 2 inexperienced nurses. Predictably, 4 patients would die and I would be reprimanded! Teachers are put in terrible conditions and kids too. I hope you have the openmind to consider the reality of this honest personal anecdote. I also wish you to understand that this is likely not an isolated incident. What will it take? A kid to commit suicide because he or she is not getitng enough support?Delete Reply hilarySeptember 17, 2014 at 10:29 AM It is incorrect to equate lost funding with what the teachers would have received in grievances. The two are not equivalent. The starting position of the BCTF was $225M, so they never expected $3B to resolve grievances. I'm also interested to know where you get your figures on overcrowded classrooms. A recent Globe and Mail article says that classrooms are, on average, smaller than the caps set in 2002.ReplyDelete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:36 AM The signing bonus should be roughly $2500 each: 105 million divided by 41 thousand.ReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:53 AM It is not that simple. The $105 million is to be allocated by the union. The term "signing bonus" has been crossed off on the signed document. Some of that money may be used to pay union debts. Don't know this but clarification would be useful.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:16 PM Just quoting from the CBC news website, "And finally there are details of $105-million fund to settle grievances stemming from the ongoing court case. The BCTF says that money will be given out as a signing bonus, with specific amount yet to be determined."Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:34 AM I think it would be smart to put at least part of it into your strike fund.Delete Reply WheelsSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:55 AM If the money is used as a signing bonus, it should be based on FTEReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:12 PM Yes I am sure it will be based on FTE. The question is how much of the $105 Million is actually distributed. This is up to the union, and I am told that it is yet to be decided.Delete GuruSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:44 PM And don't forget all the retired teachers who are entitled to a share of it.Delete Reply Geoff OrmeSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:18 PM In another discussion of this someone suggested that under BC Labour Law a no vote means rejection of the proposed deal, and that means the strike continues until either: - the union in question elects to stand down - another tentative deal is presented or - the government imposes a legislated contract. I think the last of these is the most likely, and I believe the legislated contract would be draconian and brutal. What do you think, Tara? Also, I would appreciate your thoughts on Sandy Garossino's comments at https://storify.com/Garossino/should-teachers-accept-the-contractReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:14 PM If this is so, in a few month (likely a couple of years), teachers will win so much more with a Supreme Court judgment! It is possible that the Liberals know that the higher courts are stacked by Liberal judges (that is what happen when judges are chosen, not elected). In any case, a negative settlement (or not a great judgment) will galvinize the public to reform the way the Supreme court judges are being chosen. I doubt that any govn't will want that to happen. A legislated contract will make the LIbs look like sociopaths and dictators.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:47 PM Peter I think you are expecting far too much from the public, many of whom are only paying attention to this matter due to kids being home from school. The public are not remotely this savvy on the political process.Delete Reply IslanderSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:09 PM I am a continuing education teacher. We have it even worse and we are not listened to enough about our poor conditions. Those include no prep time (and we do have to mark and do report cards many times a year sometimes and commonly for 30 students in a class), travelling to different schools with no compensation, and having next to no breaks in between 3 hour classes. I worked for two years with no lunch break and taught 6 hours straight (just 15 min. breaks) to be told, "don't complain since there are others who will do it". We then got 15 min. breaks in between classes. Most of our students are wealthy immigrants, many who try to stay in classes as long as possible since the classes are free. After spending a year in Germany, I realize how better organized it is where the immigrants pay to learn the language on a sliding scale, and have to pay for a student book as well for each class. We do not even have text books, but photocopy so much at tax payers' expense. This is not right. I then teach summer school since we were not on a 12 month continual salary and most of those students are also immigrants (at least 75%). This is also free and it is becoming so common and the new immigrants know this is free babysitting and tutoring. I think one main problem is that we have so many new immigrants in our classes who need ESL like this article states about our inclusion style of education nowadays: http://www.vancouversun.com/life/Shelley+Fralic+trouble+with+schools/10203596/story.html I am honored to be teaching and like my job, but it does get exhausting especially since I need two or three jobs to pay the mortgage that I now no longer have.. back to renting since it all I can afford in this city that has become so expensive. And many don't realize that it is very very difficult to get to full time work as a teacher here. There was a formula that made it take about 10 years to get to f/t (now finally changed). I have been without pay for 3 months, and now had to finally rent a place in anticipation of returning to work, so I have to vote "yes", but please keep the comments coming for what alternatives we have. Maybe we have to just educate the public in a better way than picketing; maybe get out and walk around malls and talk to people and hand out pamphlets on how this liberal government is hurting this. Most Asians (probably just the new who are from such a different system) are already against the teachers since they do not seem to understand what is going on. http://www.vancouversun.com/Business/asia-pacific/Chuck+Chiang+Many+Asian+families+place+blame/10202757/story.htmlReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:17 PM First of all, myn thoughts are with you! I think your ideas about using different strategies is smart. Picketing is not a very good strategy to let people know about things. I think using the membership to flood media comment sections would be more effective. Going to talk to the public might be a good idea along with this, I think. Phone the BCTF and ask for support.Delete Reply Marsha HolleySeptember 17, 2014 at 1:36 PM A teachers wife Vote no you have come to far to back down. It is a -----Y DEAL. ReplyDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:45 PM Ask yourself WHY teachers cannot get 1/2 of the average increase in salary of the private sector? (The Libs will tell you because there are sooooooo many teachers, but I also hear that there are provinces where there is a need for teachers!) TORONTO - A new study says that Canadians, on average, can expect about the same size salary increase next year as in 2014. Human resources consultants Pal Benefits says a survey of 401 organizations, mainly in Ontario, Alberta and British Columbia, projected salary increase for 2015 at an average of 2.79 per cent. That was almost unchanged from the 2.74 per cent average increase projected in last year's survey. Meanwhile, in addition to the average salary increase remaining relatively steady year over year, the survey found that the percentage of employers who plan to freeze salaries appears to have stabilized at eight per cent —in the same percentages as was projected in 2014. Breaking down the numbers further, the survey found the average salary increase anticipated in the engineering, financial services and high technology sectors was three per cent. That compared with an average of 2.5 per cent on the low end for organizations in durable manufacturing. https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.htmlReplyDelete "Mama Rose"September 17, 2014 at 9:12 PM I used to agree with you, Tara, and appreciate you bringing these items to your blog to get us all thinking. But after a very long night and day of research and discussion, I realize I will be voting yes tomorrow. Here is why: I don't care about salary or benefit increases. That is not why I went on strike. I don't care if this tentative deal is not good for teachers. That's not why I went on strike either. For me, the single most important issue is class size and composition. I want to work in a classroom where I have enough time and resources available to me to adequately help all the students I teach. And while it is true that this tentative deal will not change anything in the classrooms right now (or at least most of our classrooms), I realized that we couldn't actually make changes in that area because the issues of cs and c is before the courts. When I made that connection and realized that this round of bargaining was really about a "good enough" agreement regarding wages, then the deal seems, well... good enough. BUT, the best part, is the language the BCTF legal team made around the furture court decision (the re-opener). They have it in writing that if we win the court case (which is likely) and when we have to start bargaining class size and comp again (that is exactly what Justice Susan Griffin said we would have to do) we will be STARTING from the 2002 levels. To make this simple to understand, I explained it to my friends using a number line. With this new language, the BCTF starts the next round of bargaining at say a 50. The government will want us to go to 10 or 15, and we'll compromise and end up maybe 25. But WITHOUT that language, we would have started bargaining at a 10 and only gone down from there. So I do believe it is the best deal possible, it still factors in the biggest issue (from my perspective), we do not lose the important gains of the past, and most importantly, everyone gets to go back to school.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 PM Mam Rose, I appreciate your point of view and your courage. However, let me point out to you and the readers that a decision at the BC supreme court might not turn out the way teachers anticipate. We all know that judges are appointed and who does the appointing? "All justices of the BCSC (including the position of Chief Justice and Associate Chief Justice) are appointed by the federal cabinet, on recommendation of the Minister of Justice. Masters are appointed by the provincial cabinet, on recommendation of the Attorney General in consultation with the Chief Justice." (Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Supreme_Court_of_British_Columbia) Now, I would like to think that all of those people are objective, but they are appointed and we know that there are political appointments. They have a lot of discretion over the laws and judgments. I am willing to bet that the BC Liberals do know this and are betitng the farm (or do they know something we don't know) that the Supreme Courts are stacked against teachers? So, I am not sure if we can count on a WIN if we proceed with the court ruling. I think we would be better to negotiate and negotiate a better deal.Delete Reply retaSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:57 AM Yes...no...yes...no...The last two days have been this. I’ve read so many articles and comments over the past few months and, I can say, I have learned a lot. I know this is not a great deal for teachers right now. I will be voting yes. This is why… 1. The children. Without going into the multiple issues (e.g., grad, post secondary, trades, sports, global education/trips, planned activities, those with varying degrees of special needs, those that need a soft place to land, etc., etc.) the children need to get on with their education. 2. The parents. For many parents, this strike is a financial burden. We do not like to be called baby sitters, but for many living below the poverty line, school is a financial relief. Winter is coming; gas bills will be expensive. 3. Poverty. Remember, BC has the highest child poverty rate in Canada. Schools feed and clothe numerous children. 4. The other systems educators work collaboratively with. MFCD, CYMH, foster parents, group homes, and the multitude of non-profit agencies that support vulnerable children and families are bursting at the seams. We are a part of that team. 5. CUPE. While some have been paid during this strike, that money is coming from districts. It was not provided by the government. And, CUPE is a partner in education - from the bus drivers to the tech dept to custodians to secretaries to EAs and so on. 6. Small Businesses. In our little towns, the school district is the number one employer. There is a direct cause-effect relationship between loss of wage and loss of business. 7. Money. The amount of money that is needed to reverse the erosion of the public education system over numerous years cannot be recouped in one sitting. This agreement is a start. It’s not much but the stage has been set. 8. THE COURT CASE. That is why we were on strike. All the other stuff could have been resolved months ago, but our government was working hard to make the court case go away. Well, it still exists. I consider that the victory. We live to fight another day (as rhetorical as that sounds) AND I hope people actually read the ruling and think critically about how a loss could impact the future of the Charter of Rights, and the power of government to contravene those rights. I am guessing we will vote to ratify as so many fear “what’s next?” from this government. It’s nasty business, and I think legislation would be next. VALUING PUBLIC EDUCATION needs to come from a STRONG, CONSISTENT public voice. If we do ratify the agreement, and those in the profession and public think we've given up, we have not. We’ve been fighting for years. We just haven’t been heard… until now. ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:21 AM I understand your point of view, but sometimes you have to fight to get what you want. This is a VERY bad deal, considering: Other people get on average 2.5% salary increases last year and this year and the next and the rest of us get 1% and must feel happy if we do.? (https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html) THIS DEAL is a horrendously BAD deal for kids/parents as well, of course. We are going to continue to be humiliated and be the laughing stock of many people of this province. After a decade of paycuts, WOW, this is what they are willing to offer! WOW! WOW! WOW!Delete Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:30 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Reply Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:37 PM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:08 PM Let's cross our fingers! I think we need a general strike by all unions if CC legislates teachers back. It is time to put the foot down and tell her and the Liberals that, as in the movie Network,"I am mad as hell and I won't take it anymore!"Delete Reply Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 8:26 PM Needs help on some stats for an online debate Looking for the last 10 or 15 years of contractual salary increases in %. So, 1% for 2001, 0% for 2002,...ReplyDelete Children FirstSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:00 PM Well it's all done now. Really hope the teacher's can find another angle to deal with class size and composition as well as student funding. The government will make sure the coming court case never swings your way no matter what. 2nd most expensive place to live in the the world!!! Wonder why and where the money goes??? ReplyDelete AnonSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 PM I'm an outsider, but have followed closely this whole fiasco and this is a RAW deal. Your union hung you out to dry on this one - taking a really bad deal (clearly no one from the BCTF had rudimentary math skills in their toolbox) and then publicly encouraging to the media that teachers accept the deal....what choice did you have - a no vote would have outraged the public. I could go on and on, but the bottom line, in my opinion, is that your union better get some stronger leaders who are PR and technology savvy. Out with Iker and the rest of those who bargained on your behalf - they just got ......well , we know that happened. Whew, can't even believe how screwed you got, absolutely amazing - nothing meaningful gained in the big picture and only very minor gains for a small group of people, bigger losses for the majority.. Wow - I better stop now. Best of luck. Thanks for all you do for our children. ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ▼  September (9) Reflections on the BC Teacher Strike BC Teacher strike - Lessons learned Response to Sandy Garossino Will the Education Fund improve classroom conditio... Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Class composition: a human rights perspective Class size and composition - a short visual histor... Guest post - I WILL HOLD THE LINE Teachers - let your leadership know it is time to ... ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=21791&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 23, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 2010   Le DELF et la spécificité canadienne  Par Moh Chelali   Pendant longtemps, l’évaluation en français langue seconde était essentiellement basée sur la maîtrise de l’expression écrite. L’évaluation spécifique des activités langagières avec les diverses compétences et savoir-faire n’existait pas. On ne pratiquait pas nécessairement toutes les composantes d’une évaluation exhaustive comportant toutes les compétences : expression orale, expression écrite, compréhension orale et compréhension écrite. Le Cadre européen commun de référence et le Diplôme d’enseignement de langue française Le Cadre européen commun de référence pour les langues (CECRL), publié en 2001, fruit de plusieurs années de recherches linguistiques menées par des experts des États membres du Conseil de l’Europe, n’arrive à influencer la réalité canadienne d’enseignement que plusieurs années plus tard. Patrimoine Canada, dans un rapport d’étude publié en 2006, affirme que « le CECR comporte des avantages » considérables, qu’il est capable de répondre à la diversité des besoins et des cultures pédagogiques des provinces et des territoires et qu’il s’avère très prometteur en tant que cadre cohérent et transparent pour les langues au Canada. » Comme le CECR, le DELF est divisé en six niveaux (A1, A2, B1, B2, C1, C2) qui vont du niveau débutant (A1) au niveau confirmé (C2). Il distingue cinq competences : Comprendre (2 compétences) - ecouter, - lire Parler (2 compétences) - prendre part à une conversation, - s’exprimer oralement en continu Écrire (1 compétence) Le DELF est sur le point d’être de plus en plus intégré dans le cursus scolaire de plusieurs provinces canadiennes. Certaines d’entre elles (Alberta, Colombie-Britannique, Québec…) disposent d’un centre DELF provincial habilité par le CIEP de Paris. Les sessions sont organisées au sein des établissements scolaires publics ou privés. Passer le DELF offre un cadre qui favorise la qualité des enseignements en français ainsi que le développement de la fluidité verbale et la confiance dans l’utilisation de la langue française axée sur le développement de compétences et de savoir-faire. La réalité en Colombie-Britannique   Avec la mise en place du centre provincial du DELF depuis quelques mois et le projet de mise à l’essai dans plusieurs conseils scolaires du grand Vancouver, le DELF acquiert une réalité tangible. Environ 500 élèves ont participé à l’examen officiel et à l’examen en blanc cette année. Il est à prévoir qu’au moins 1 000 à 1 500 élèves participeront durant l’année scolaire 2010-2011 aux examens du DELF au niveau de la province. En plus des 55 enseignants certifiés l’année dernière comme formateurs/examinateurs à Vichy en France, cette année, 60 autres enseignants ont été formés comme examinateurs à Richmond par 6 formateurs canadiens de la Colombie-Britannique. Le financement de ces formations a été essentiellement pris en charge par le ministère de l’Éducation de la Colombie-Britannique, alors que le financement des examens officiels et non officiels a été en grande partie pris en charge par les conseils scolaires. La pédagogie, quelques pistes…  En matière de pédagogie, plusieurs enseignants commencent à introduire systématiquement un volet sonore dans leurs méthodes d’enseignement et aussi à développer des activités de compréhension de l’oral avec leurs élèves. La grammaire n’est pas en reste : dans une perspective de pédagogie du sens, elle est de plus en plus introduite de manière inductive en classe. La grammaire de l’oral est désormais prise en compte aussi. La phonétique est maintenue au-delà des niveaux A1 et A2 et sert son objectif initial : la différenciation de formes grammaticales dont la réalisation orale est proche. Pour rendre l’apprenant actif, les stratégies d’apprentissage actuelles misent sur la dynamique de groupe (alternance entre la classe entière, les petits groupes et les binômes), l’auto-apprentissage (en dehors de la classe) et parfois des enquêtes à l’extérieur afin de profiter des apports du milieu (où l’on peut trouver des locuteurs du français dans le commerce, la culture, l’enseignement…) et de faire de l’apprenant un « acteur social ». D’autres gros médias se sont joints à cette nouvelle tendance; ainsi le site TV5 propose aux enseignants un ensemble d’outils, de services et de ressources pour exploiter les émissions de la chaîne et les documents en ligne sur tv5monde.com. Le second élément d’intérêt pédagogique est le Portfolio. Le portfolio est composé de trois parties : le Passeport des langues, la Biographie langagière et le Dossier. Le Passeport des langues est l’ensemble des acquis en savoir-faire, diplômes et certifications de l’apprenant. On peut y intégrer aussi des expériences interculturelles vécues dans différentes langues. En plus, le passeport permet de déterminer le niveau et le profil de l’apprenant dans plusieurs langues que le candidat a apprises tant dans le milieu scolaire que familial ou pour toute autre raison (tourisme, loisirs, rencontres, etc.). Il permet alors de présenter l’ensemble des compétences linguistiques, y compris dans les langues de l’immigration. Les diplômes et les certifications officiels sont listés à la fin du Passeport, et les attestations sont jointes au Dossier. La Biographie langagière permet de faire un état des lieux des compétences linguistiques de l’apprenant selon son niveau du moment (expérimenté, indépendant ou élémentaire). Le Dossier contient l’ensemble des certifications et des diplômes officiellement obtenus par l’élève ainsi que des preuves de son excellence dans les différentes. Ces documents peuvent être sous forme écrite (travail scolaire, projet, stage, etc.) ou orale (cassettes audio ou vidéo, CD-ROM, etc.). Débattre de certains défis  L’examen DELF apparaît pour certains éducateurs comme un examen/diplôme franco-français un peu déconnecté de la réalité canadienne. La rédaction des items ainsi que le recueil des textes apparaissent aussi centrés sur une réalité essentiellement française. Il faut dire cependant que le CIEP reconnaît ceci et est prêt à collaborer pour infuser un contenu plus adapté aux réalités canadiennes. L’organisation et la mise en place de structures d’examen et de préparation aux diplômes nécessitent une coordination fiable. La formation d’enseignants et la mise en place de formateurs et d’experts requièrent un centre DELF dans chaque province. En Colombie-Britannique, par exemple, avec une population étudiante de plus de 40 000 élèves en immersion et plus de 100 000 élèves en français langue de base, il serait ardu de trouver des structures, des correcteurs et des examinateurs si un grand nombre de ces élèves décidait de passer le DELF. Conclusion  Le DELF calibré selon le CECR offre une chance unique aux jeunes apprenants canadiens. Cet outil de référence validera le progrès de nos jeunes dans les quatre compétences de base (compréhension orale et production orale, compréhension des écrits et production écrite). Cet outil permettra aussi de suivre et de comparer les acquis, et de valider l’évaluation d’apprentissage dans une dimension locale, nationale et internationale. Le rôle de l’enseignant est crucial, car il doit mettre à la disposition de ses élèves des méthodes de travail, des stratégies et démarches d’apprentissage leur permettant non seulement d’apprendre à apprendre en autonomie, mais aussi d’être des acteurs qui agissent en interaction sociale dans la construction des apprentissages.La vivacité et les développements de l’enseignement au Canada ont fait du pays un pionnier dans le domaine des programmes d’immersion. Le choix d’un outil comme le DELF n’est pas une finalité en soi, mais un outil perspicace et efficace. Moh Chelali, Responsable des programmes et services en français, Fédération des enseignants de la Colombie-Britannique. )
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=21899,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 23, Number 4, Jan./Feb. 2011   BC Ministry of Education’s 21st century seven “C”s By Janice Johnson   One glaring omission in the list of the Seven C’s that are part of “21st Century Foundation Skills” is perhaps the most important C: Caring for others. As Jinny Sims points out in her article (Teacher, Nov./Dec. 2010), this initiative is “…based on...a focus on the individual and self-interest.” Included in the current proposed Seven C’s are “Caring for personal health and planet earth,” but what condition is planet earth, and all of our society, going to be in if we don’t begin to instil in our children the universally-accepted concept of The Golden Rule (treat others the way we would like to be treated)? When we have Grade 1 students who say that their favourite pastime is playing the video “shooting game where we round up all the villagers and kill them,” we’re in trouble if something doesn’t change soon. Most children no longer attend Sunday school or something similar where they learn ethics, character development, and morals. Most parents are so worn out after work and household duties that they don’t have time or energy to teach and model this concept of “putting yourself in someone else’s shoes.” In some school districts, character development is interwoven into the curriculum at the teacher’s discretion. However, as long as academics and standardized testing are the paramount goals, ethics and good citizenship often sit on the back burner for another time. According to a recent issue of People magazine, young adults and children are still committing suicide due to bullying. So far, all we’ve been concentrating on is teaching kids who are victims of bullying what to do if they are bullied. How do we prevent bullying in the first place? Maybe, commencing in Kindergarten and continuing up to Grade 12, we teach, reinforce and practise with students the habit of asking themselves the question, “Would I like someone to treat me this way?” before each and every interaction or comment. We need them to get used to evaluating their response to this question. If the answer is “no”—don’t do it. Only this inner direction can save the future of our civil society.   Janice Johnston is a TTOC in SD53 (Okanagan Similkameen).    Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9066,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept./Oct. 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, No. 1, Sept./Oct. 2003 A day to celebrate by Jim Sinclair Once a year, we set aside a day to celebrate the contribution that unions make in our workplaces and communities. It’s called Labour Day, and it’s a reminder that unions make all the difference. Think about it for a minute. The eight-hour day, pension plans, the abolition of child labour, pay equity, universally accessible public healthcare and education—these are just some of the contributions credited to the determination of union activists. Those gains did not come easily. Each one involved intense campaigns in both the community and the workplace, often stretching over many decades. Many involved mobilizing pressure both at the bargaining table and on politicians. It wasn’t enough that improvements were secured for a few. The Labour Movement’s real successes have always come from sharing the gains with a broader community through better laws and higher public standards. The struggles never moved forward in a straight line. Major breakthroughs in one decade often became the focus of attack in the next. To paraphrase an old union activist, "working people never won anything without a fight and they never held on to it without continuing to fight." In B.C. today, it’s clear that we have our hands full trying to keep the line moving forward. Despite promises of "hope and prosperity," the current government in Victoria has overseen a steady rise in unemployment, a bloating of provincial debt, and a squandering of billions on a tax-cut strategy that has rewarded a few at the expense of us all. B.C.’s unemployed now number close to 200,000; 8.7% of the workforce can’t find work, up from 6.7% when the B.C. Liberals took office in May 2001. Smaller communities, especially those in the Central and Northern Interior regions, are struggling with unemployment rates often double those in urban centres. The B.C. Liberal’s main economic strategy, tax cuts, has been a complete bust. B.C.’s economic growth continues to underperform the rest of Canada and is miles off the original course set by Finance Minister Gary Collins when he detailed the tax cut strategy in July 2001. B.C.’s working families have paid the price for tax cuts with dramatic cuts in public programs, hefty increases in user fees, regressive taxes, and greatly diminished access to critical services in health and education. The Social Planning and Research Council of B.C. (SPARC) predicts that child and family poverty in B.C. will increase in the coming years because of the provincial government’s failure to decrease unemployment and protect the services and benefits to low-income families. The SPARC report also notes that B.C. Liberal policies such as lower employment standards, less access to union representation, and a greater emphasis on part-time, contingent work will further erode family incomes, forcing even more into poverty. The shift in political direction has been matched by an equally hard-edge approach in B.C.’s employer community. At negotiating tables around the province, the employer’s demand for concession is pervasive. Public or private sector, resource or service industries, large company or small, the demand for rollbacks in benefits, wages, and employment security is constant. There are limits, of course, to how far the concession demand is pushed. A recent survey by Business in Vancouver, of B.C.’s top 100 publicly traded companies shows that chief executive officers managed to squeeze a 36% increase in their salary last year, compared with 3.6% for the average employee in the province. According to the survey, the number of CEOs earning a million dollars or more doubled between 2001 and 2002. And you wonder why workers balk when managers or politicians say we have to do more with less. Adversity is nothing new to our movement. We’ve faced tough odds before and prevailed. Just ask the folks in Kamloops who stared down Premier Campbell’s plans to privatize the Coquihalla. Or ask activists and seniors in Revelstoke who have rallied to save their long-term care facility, Moberley Manor, from a similar fate. Or ask workers and rail communities from North Vancouver to Fort Nelson who are prepared to tough it out to stop the sell-off of B.C. Rail. The answer you get is the same one you will hear at Labour Day picnics around the province. Workers standing together with their communities are a powerful force. We make a real difference. Jim Sinclair is president of the B.C. Federation of Labour. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/BCTFNews.aspx?id=19720,BCTF News, Vol. 15, No. 1, September 2009  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development BCTF News archive 2013–14  2012–13  2011–12     2010–11  2009–10    En français  Home > Publications > Newsletters and Alerts > BCTF News > 2009-10 Archives BCTF News Teachers Working Together for Quality Public Education Volume 15 No. 1 September 2009 Table of Contents BCTF seeks a moratorium on testing Teachers continue to grapple with class size and composition Cuts, cuts, and more cuts CCPA denounces fake budget Supreme Court won’t hear appeal on political protest case Supreme Court upholds teachers’ right to advertise Here we go again: “Gag law” appeal BCTF seeks a moratorium on testing The continued use of the FSA and the ever-increasing use of a variety of tests at the district level has caused the BCTF to seek a two-year moratorium on all standardized tests, including the Foundation Skills Assessment and the Grade 10,11, and 12 provincial examinations. In a brief presented to the minister of education in June, the call for a moratorium is accompanied by a proposal that government establish a Testing and Assessment Task Force to explore the issues and information about assessment and to make recommendations to government. The moratorium would allow the time and space for the task force partners, and the public to debate and examine a wide variety of issues connected with testing that are of concern for teachers and parents. The BCTF believes that a broad and open discussion of testing and assessment during a moratorium would lead to better public policy, engage teachers in important discussions of educational practice, produce deeper understanding by parents of the learning process, and create a climate more conducive to the enjoyment of a more fulfilling teaching and learning experience. To read the complete brief go to bctf.ca/BriefsAndPositionPapers.aspx Teachers continue to grapple with class size and composition In a largely disappointing decision on grievances filed on class size and composition, James Dorsey chose to overlook the key issue of rationales offered by administrators to support the statement “appropriate for student learning” and deferred to principals’ and superintendents’ opinions. He did however uphold 21 grievances on the basis of improper or neglected process. He affirmed in his decision that principals are obligated to provide all relevant information, including IEPs, as the first stage of the consultation process. The employer—BCPSEA—argued that teachers were going to be responsible for finding the necessary information on students and hence, class composition, themselves. In a further decision, Arbitrator Dorsey confirmed that at the outset of the consultation process, principals must provide teachers with hard or electronic copies of relevant documents, specifically including IEPs. The BCTF subsequently issued further advice to members stating that staff reps should be present at consultation meetings, that they should be scheduled at appropriate and convenient times, and that there would be no involvement in arranging and/or timetabling classes that exceeded 30 or contained more than 3 students with IEPs. For a full copy of the award, go to: bctf.ca/BargainingAndContracts.aspx, “Arbitration Awards and Database” Cuts, cuts, and more cuts The scale of misrepresentation in the February budget became even more evident with the September budget update. Education Program Funding for 2009–10 in the updated budget is about $128 million less than the funding allocated in the February 2009 budget announcement. On top of that came the $110 million cut from the Annual Facilities Grant putting further pressure on boards and ensuring that many go into a deficit position. In a prime example of what is good for the goose is “not” good for the gander, the minister of education has said that boards would not be allowed to run deficits on the grounds that it is illegal, would ruin BC’s credit rating, and would just make the deficit situation worse provincially. Cuts to grants for PACs, arts groups, libraries, sports, etc., will also impact schools and what teachers can expect to accomplish in their classrooms. This abysmal funding situation is aggravated by inevitable inflationary increases, negotiated settlements, increased MSP premiums, and a potential 8.7% increase in hydro rates. Meanwhile, the provincial government continues to claim “protection of education.” CCPA denounces fake budget Also taking aim at the September budget update is the Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives. Broad-based spending cuts are seen as unnecessary since BC does not have an expenditure problem, just a short-term revenue problem arising from the recession. Running a large deficit, it says, is entirely appropriate and good economics. Piling on cuts on top of the downturn will only worsen the situation and throw more people out of work. The report acknowledges that the “litany of smaller cuts” while not large in themselves are nevertheless devastating to the programs affected. A slightly higher deficit would have had them covered. The government’s spin talks a lot about infrastructure spending and stimulus but in fact the budget contains nothing new. For the full report, go to www.policynote.ca/ 2009/09/01. Supreme Court won’t hear appeal on political protest case January 28, 2002 may seem like distant history but an issue arising from that day has only recently been put to rest. This case arose out of the teachers’ political protest, which was found by the Labour Relations Board to be a strike contrary to the Labour Relations Code. The BCTF challenged that decision on the basis that the definition of strike is overly broad and contrary to the freedom of expression and association guarantees in the Charter of Rights and Freedoms. The BC Court of Appeal agreed that the teachers’ actions were protected under the freedom of expression guarantees in the Charter and that the definition in the Labour Relations Code was overly restrictive. However, applying section 1 of the charter, the court went on to rule that the broad definition of strike was justified as being a reasonable limit in a free and democratic society. The BCTF sought leave to appeal to the Supreme Court of Canada. The Supreme Court of Canada recently denied leave, which means that the decision of the BC Court of Appeal governs. Supreme Court upholds teachers’ right to advertise In July 2009, the Supreme Court of Canada upheld a 2006 BC Court of Appeal decision that the restrictive advertising policies of BC Transit and Translink were unconstitutional. Translink and BC Transit had appealed that original decision. In 2004, the BCTF tried to buy ad space on buses to inform the public about the conditions in BC’s public schools. Translink and BC Transit deemed our ads, which gave factual information on numbers of schools closed, teacher positions lost, and unmet needs, were too political. All eight Supreme Court Justices held that the policies prohibiting political advertisements are unconstitutional since political freedom is at the core of the freedom of expression guarantee in the charter. Here we go again: “Gag law” appeal The provincial government has just announced it intends to appeal the decision of the BC Supreme Court, which held that the restrictions in Bill 42 (the “gag law”) were unconstitutional. Commentators have jumped on this decision as yet another example of how desperate the BC Liberals are to suppress those who dare to speak out and what a waste of time and money this appeal represents, at a time when they are cutting so many funding lifelines in the community.   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/contacts.cfm?page=presidents&sort=1&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true,BCTF Contacts Home E-mail Lists Links A to Z Index Contact Us Help SITE SEARCH Quick Links BCTF formsBCTF NewsFrançaisLabour linksPensionsTeacher NewsmagazineTeaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Contact Us > Local Presidents Local Presidents and Contact Information Sorted by local name. Click here for sort by local number. *Sublocal       O: Office   OF: Office Fax Abbotsford District Teachers' Association (34) Doug Smuland 2570 Cyril Street Abbotsford, BC  V2S 2G2 O: 604-854-1946 OF: 604-850-5100 lp34@bctf.ca Alberni District Teachers' Union (701) Ken Zydyk 4913 Argyle Street Port Alberni, BC  V9Y 1V6 O: 250-724-5021 OF: 250-724-0442 lp701@bctf.ca Arrow Lakes Teachers' Association (10) Ric Bardati Box 422 New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0 O: 250-265-7062 OF: N/A lp10@bctf.ca Boundary District Teachers' Association (51) Norm Sabourin Box 634, 1815D Central Ave Grand Forks, BC  V0H 1H0 O: 250-442-3330 OF: N/A lp51@bctf.ca Bulkley Valley Teachers' Union (54) Ilona Weiss PO Box 2137, 3772 C 1st Ave Smithers, BC  V0J 2N0 O: 250-847-3127 OF: 250-847-3123 lp54@bctf.ca Burnaby Teachers' Association (41) Rae Figursky 115-3993 Henning Drive Burnaby, BC  V5C 6P7 O: 604 294-8141 OF: 604 294-9846 lp41@bctf.ca Burns Lake District Teachers' Union (55) Kathryn Warren Box 464 Burns Lake, BC  V0J 1E0 O: 250-692-7932 OF: 250-692-7597 lp55@bctf.ca Campbell River District Teachers' Association (72) Dave Harper 202-871 Island Hwy Campbell River, BC  V9W 2C2 O: 250-286-1663 OF: 250-286-1679 lp72@bctf.ca Cariboo-Chilcotin Teachers' Association (27) Murray Helmer 124D North 2nd Avenue Williams Lake, BC  V2G 1Z6 O: 250-398-7221 OF: 250-398-5913 lp27@bctf.ca Central Coast Teachers' Association (49) Marc Hedges Box 253 Hagensborg, BC  V0T 1H0 O: 250-982-2354 OF: 250-982-2354 lp49@bctf.ca Central Okanagan Teachers' Association (23) Susan Bauhart 210-1751 Harvey Avenue Kelowna, BC  V1Y 6G4 O: 250-860-3866 OF: 250-862-3024 lp23@bctf.ca Chetwynd Teachers' Association* (592) Leanne Robertson Box 2665 Chetwynd, BC  V0C 1J0 O: 250-788-2267 OF: 250-788-9729 lp592@bctf.ca Chilliwack Teachers' Association (33) Clint Johnston 203-45970 Airport Road Chilliwack, BC  V2P 1A2 O: 604-792-9233 OF: 604-792-9389 lp33@bctf.ca Comox District Teachers' Association (71) Nick Moore 491 4th Street Ste. C Courtenay, BC  V9N 1G9 O: 250-338-1461 OF: 250-338-1657 lp71@bctf.ca Coquitlam Teachers' Association (43) Charley King 208-2502 St. Johns Street Port Moody, BC  V3H 2B4 O: 604-936-9971 OF: 604-936-7515 lp43@bctf.ca Cowichan District Teachers' Association (65) Naomi Nilsson 201-394 Duncan Street Duncan, BC  V9L 3W4 O: 250-748-2251 OF: 250-748-5243 lp65@bctf.ca Cranbrook District Teachers' Association (2) Shelley Balfour 304-105 9th Avenue South Cranbrook, BC  V1C 2M1 O: 250-489-3717 OF: 250-489-3727 lp02@bctf.ca Creston Valley Teachers' Association (861) Becky Blair 1001 Railway Boulevard Creston, BC  V0B 1G3 O: 250-428-7006 OF: 250-428-8602 lp861@bctf.ca Delta Teachers' Association (37) Paul Steer 110-4977 Trenant St Delta, BC  V4K 2K5 O: 604-946-0391 OF: 604-946-1629 lp37@bctf.ca Fernie District Teachers' Association (1) Christina Smith Box 10 Fernie, BC  V0B 1M0 O: 250-423-3333 OF: 250-423-6134 lp01@bctf.ca Fort Nelson District Teachers' Association (81) Greg Gerwing Box 2031 Fort Nelson, BC  V0C 1R0 O: 250-775-1824 OF: N/A lp81@bctf.ca Fraser-Cascade Teachers' Association (78) Lynne Marvell Unit E, Box 1238 Hope, BC  V0X 1L0 O: 604-869-9383 OF: 604-869-3236 lp78@bctf.ca Gold Trail Teachers' Association (74) Cameron Rittinger Box 1437 Ashcroft, BC  V0K 1A0 O: 250-453-2696 OF: 250-453-2696 lp74@bctf.ca Golden Teachers' Association (18) Mike Archibald Box 430 Golden, BC  V0A 1H0 O: 250-344-5885 OF: 250-344-5890 lp18@bctf.ca Greater Victoria Teachers' Association (61) Bénula Larsen 965 Alston Street Victoria, BC  V9A 3S5 O: 250-595-0181 OF: 250-595-0189 lp61@bctf.ca Gulf Islands Teachers' Association (64) Deborah Nostdal Box 537 Salt Spring Island, BC  V8K 2W2 O: 250-537-4990 OF: 250-537-4990 lp64@bctf.ca Haida Gwaii Teachers' Association (50) Jennifer Jury c/o PO Box 325 Queen Charlotte City, BC  V0T 1S0 O: 250-637-1805 OF: N/A lp50@bctf.ca Kamloops Thompson Teachers' Association (73) David Komljenovic 202/204-1157 12th Street Kamloops, BC  V2B 7L2 O: 250-554-1223 OF: 250-554-1311 lp73@bctf.ca Kimberley Teachers' Association (3) Sally Struthers 201-144 Deer Park Avenue Kimberley, BC  V1A 2J4 O: 250-432-9729 OF: N/A lp03@bctf.ca Kitimat District Teachers' Association (80) Kim Meyer 233 Enterprise Avenue Kitimat, BC  V8C 2C8 O: 250-632-3109 OF: 250-632-3108 lp80@bctf.ca Kootenay Columbia Teachers' Union (20) Andy Davidoff 1657 Hwy 3A Castlegar, BC  V1N 4N5 O: 250-364-1740 OF: 250-364-1750 lp20@bctf.ca Kootenay Lake Teachers' Association* (862) Cam Zuk Box 671 Kaslo, BC  V0G 1M0 O: 250-353-2227 OF: N/A lp862@bctf.ca Lake Cowichan Teachers' Association (66) Chris Rolls 5610 West Riverbottom Rd Duncan, BC  V9L 6H9 O: 250-748-0011 OF: N/A lp66@bctf.ca Langley Teachers' Association (35) Gail Chaddock Costello 100-5786 Glover Road Langley, BC  V3A 4H9 O: 604-533-1618 OF: 604-533-1400 lp35@bctf.ca Mackenzie Teachers' Association* (572) Shannon Pride Box 1836 Mackenzie, BC  V0J 2C0 O: 250-997-6340 OF: N/A lp572@bctf.ca Maple Ridge Teachers' Association (42) George Serra 11771 Fraser Street Maple Ridge, BC  V2X 6C6 O: 604-467-2111 OF: 604-467-0815 lp42@bctf.ca McBride-Valemount Teachers' Association* (573) Jennifer L'Arrivee 2265 Red Tail Road Mcbride, BC  V0J 2E0 O: 250-569-2295 OF: N/A lp573@bctf.ca Mission Teachers' Union (75) Mark Bradshaw 100-33344 2nd Ave Mission, BC  V2V 1K3 O: 604-826-0112 OF: 604-826-3435 lp75@bctf.ca Mount Arrowsmith Teachers' Association (69) Debbie Morran Box 1286 Parksville, BC  V9P 2H3 O: 250-248-3496 OF: 250-248-3440 lp69@bctf.ca Nanaimo District Teachers' Association (68) Mike Ball 3137 Barons Road Nanaimo, BC  V9T 5W5 O: 250-756-1237 OF: 250-756-0188 lp68@bctf.ca Nechako Teachers' Union (56) Thomas Thalheimer Box 978 Vanderhoof, BC  V0J 3A0 O: 250-567-5040 OF: 250-567-5060 lp56@bctf.ca Nelson District Teachers' Association (7) Paul Boscariol PO Box 1012 Nelson, BC  V1L 6A5 O: 250-354-4142 OF: 250-354-1558 lp07@bctf.ca New Westminster Teachers' Union (40) Grant Osborne 607 Columbia St New Westminster, BC  V3M 1A7 O: 604-526-8990 OF: 604-526-8912 lp40@bctf.ca Nicola Valley Teachers' Union (31) Peter Vogt Box 849 Merritt, BC  V1K 1B8 O: 250-378-5060 OF: 250-378-5060 lp31@bctf.ca Nisga'a Teachers' Union (92) Richard Hotson Box 226 New Aiyansh, BC  V0J 1A0 O: 250-633-2571 OF: 250-633-2574 lp92@bctf.ca North Okanagan-Shuswap Teachers' Association (83) Brenda O'Dell Box 187 Salmon Arm, BC  V1E 4N3 O: 250-832-1933 OF: 250-832-4592 lp83@bctf.ca North Vancouver Teachers' Association (44) Carolyn Pena 100 - 133 West 17th Street North Vancouver, BC  V7M 1V5 O: 604 988-3224 OF: 604 980-8092 lp44@bctf.ca Okanagan Skaha Teachers' Union (67) Leslea Woodward 697 Martin Street Penticton, BC  V2A 5L5 O: 250-492-4915 OF: 250-492-5540 lp67@bctf.ca Peace River North Teachers' Association (60) Michele Wiebe Box 6057 Fort St John, BC  V1J 4H6 O: 250-785-8881 OF: 250-785-8881 lp60@bctf.ca Peace River South Teachers' Association (591) Lorraine MacKay Box 145 Dawson Creek, BC  V1G 4G3 O: 250-782-1284 OF: 250-782-1280 lp591@bctf.ca Powell River District Teachers' Association (47) Cathy Fisher 201-4400 Marine Avenue Powell River, BC  V8A 2K1 O: 604-485-5212 OF: 604-485-2882 lp47@bctf.ca Prince George District Teachers' Association (571) Tina Cousins 101-1968 Queensway Prince George, BC  V2L 1M2 O: 250-562-7214 OF: 250-562-5743 lp571@bctf.ca Prince Rupert District Teachers' Union (52) Kathy Murphy c/o Fisherman's Hall, 869 Fraser Street Prince Rupert, BC  V8J 1R1 O: 250-627-1700 OF: 250-624-6784 lp52@bctf.ca Princeton District Teachers' Union (17) Robert Tarswell Box 1019 Princeton, BC  V0X 1W0 O: 250-295-6684 OF: 250-295-6684 lp17@bctf.ca Quesnel District Teachers' Association (28) Lisa Kishkan Box 4643 Quesnel, BC  V2J 3J8 O: 250-992-3737 OF: 250-992-3638 lp28@bctf.ca Revelstoke Teachers' Association (19) Jennifer Wolney Box 72 Revelstoke, BC  V0E 2S0 O: 250-837-2255 OF: 250-837-2255 lp19@bctf.ca Richmond Teachers' Association (38) Al Klassen 210-7360 Westminster Hwy Richmond, BC  V6X 1A1 O: 604-278-2539 OF: 604-278-4320 lp38@bctf.ca Saanich Teachers' Association (63) Mark Skanks 6843 Central Saanich Road Saanichton, BC  V8Z 5V4 O: 778-426-1426 OF: 778-426-0716 lp63@bctf.ca Sea to Sky Teachers' Association (48) Carl Walker 104-40775 Tantalus Rd Squamish, BC  V8B 0N2 O: 604-892-3056 OF: 604-892-2296 lp48@bctf.ca SEPF (93) Sylvie Liechtele 100-550 West 6th Avenue Vancouver, BC  V5Z 4P2 O: 604-871-1866 OF: N/A lp93@bctf.ca Sooke Teachers' Association (62) Ian Johnson 201-716 Goldstream Avenue Victoria, BC  V9B 2X3 O: 250-474-3181 OF: 250-474-5555 lp62@bctf.ca South Okanagan Similkameen Teachers' Union (53) Sylvia Slater Box 1586 Oliver, BC  V0H 1T0 O: 250-498-2255 OF: N/A lp53@bctf.ca Stikine Teachers' Association (87) Asa Berg c/o Asa Berg, Box 469 Atlin, BC  V0W 1A0 O: 250-651-7820 OF: 250-651-7820 lp87@bctf.ca Sunshine Coast Teachers' Association (46) Louise Herle Box 951 Sechelt, BC  V0N 3A0 O: 604-885-7944 OF: 604-885-9837 lp46@bctf.ca Surrey Teachers' Association (36) Jennifer Wadge 201-9030 King George Boulevard Surrey, BC  V3V 7Y3 O: 604-594-5353 OF: 604-594-5176 lp36@bctf.ca Terrace District Teachers' Union (881) Cathy Lambright 4733 Park Avenue Terrace, BC  V8G 1W2 O: 250-635-4659 OF: N/A lp881@bctf.ca Tumbler Ridge Teachers' Association* (593) Karen Edwards 127 Gwillim Crescent, Box 1003 Tumbler Ridge, BC  V0C 2W0 O: 250-242-5281 OF: 250-242-5785 lp593@bctf.ca Upper Skeena Teachers* (882) Joslyn Bagg Box 562 New Hazelton, BC  V0J 2Y0 O: 250-842-6613 OF: N/A lp882@bctf.ca Vancouver Elementary School Teachers' Association (391) Dan Graves 2915 Commercial Dr Vancouver, BC  V5N 4C8 O: 604-873-8378 OF: 604-873-2652 lp391@bctf.ca Vancouver Island North Teachers' Association (85) Shawn Gough Box 5151, 6855 Market St Port Hardy, BC  V0N 2P0 O: 250-949-8888 OF: 250-949-8882 lp85@bctf.ca Vancouver Island West Teachers' Union (84) Ryan Meise PO Box 137 Gold River, BC  V0P 1G0 O: 250-283-9081 OF: N/A lp84@bctf.ca Vancouver Secondary Teachers' Association (392) Debbie Pawluk 2915 Commercial Drive Vancouver, BC  V5N 4C8 O: 604-873-5570 OF: 604-873-3916 lp392@bctf.ca Vernon Teachers' Association (22) Heather Malcolm 4004 31st Street Vernon, BC  V1T 5J6 O: 250-542-0456 OF: 250-542-0564 lp22@bctf.ca West Vancouver Teachers' Association (45) Rob Millard 4915 Marine Drive West Vancouver, BC  V7W 2P5 O: 604-926-1617 OF: 604-926-1119 lp45@bctf.ca Windermere Teachers' Association (4) Doug Murray Box 478 Invermere, BC  V0A 1K0 O: 250-341-5158 OF: N/A lp04@bctf.ca About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy Close Window Print Page   Local Presidents and Contact Information Sorted by local name. Click here for sort by local number. *Sublocal       O: Office   OF: Office Fax Abbotsford District Teachers' Association (34) Doug Smuland 2570 Cyril Street Abbotsford, BC  V2S 2G2 O: 604-854-1946 OF: 604-850-5100 lp34@bctf.ca Alberni District Teachers' Union (701) Ken Zydyk 4913 Argyle Street Port Alberni, BC  V9Y 1V6 O: 250-724-5021 OF: 250-724-0442 lp701@bctf.ca Arrow Lakes Teachers' Association (10) Ric Bardati Box 422 New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0 O: 250-265-7062 OF: N/A lp10@bctf.ca Boundary District Teachers' Association (51) Norm Sabourin Box 634, 1815D Central Ave Grand Forks, BC  V0H 1H0 O: 250-442-3330 OF: N/A lp51@bctf.ca Bulkley Valley Teachers' Union (54) Ilona Weiss PO Box 2137, 3772 C 1st Ave Smithers, BC  V0J 2N0 O: 250-847-3127 OF: 250-847-3123 lp54@bctf.ca Burnaby Teachers' Association (41) Rae Figursky 115-3993 Henning Drive Burnaby, BC  V5C 6P7 O: 604 294-8141 OF: 604 294-9846 lp41@bctf.ca Burns Lake District Teachers' Union (55) Kathryn Warren Box 464 Burns Lake, BC  V0J 1E0 O: 250-692-7932 OF: 250-692-7597 lp55@bctf.ca Campbell River District Teachers' Association (72) Dave Harper 202-871 Island Hwy Campbell River, BC  V9W 2C2 O: 250-286-1663 OF: 250-286-1679 lp72@bctf.ca Cariboo-Chilcotin Teachers' Association (27) Murray Helmer 124D North 2nd Avenue Williams Lake, BC  V2G 1Z6 O: 250-398-7221 OF: 250-398-5913 lp27@bctf.ca Central Coast Teachers' Association (49) Marc Hedges Box 253 Hagensborg, BC  V0T 1H0 O: 250-982-2354 OF: 250-982-2354 lp49@bctf.ca Central Okanagan Teachers' Association (23) Susan Bauhart 210-1751 Harvey Avenue Kelowna, BC  V1Y 6G4 O: 250-860-3866 OF: 250-862-3024 lp23@bctf.ca Chetwynd Teachers' Association* (592) Leanne Robertson Box 2665 Chetwynd, BC  V0C 1J0 O: 250-788-2267 OF: 250-788-9729 lp592@bctf.ca Chilliwack Teachers' Association (33) Clint Johnston 203-45970 Airport Road Chilliwack, BC  V2P 1A2 O: 604-792-9233 OF: 604-792-9389 lp33@bctf.ca Comox District Teachers' Association (71) Nick Moore 491 4th Street Ste. C Courtenay, BC  V9N 1G9 O: 250-338-1461 OF: 250-338-1657 lp71@bctf.ca Coquitlam Teachers' Association (43) Charley King 208-2502 St. Johns Street Port Moody, BC  V3H 2B4 O: 604-936-9971 OF: 604-936-7515 lp43@bctf.ca Cowichan District Teachers' Association (65) Naomi Nilsson 201-394 Duncan Street Duncan, BC  V9L 3W4 O: 250-748-2251 OF: 250-748-5243 lp65@bctf.ca Cranbrook District Teachers' Association (2) Shelley Balfour 304-105 9th Avenue South Cranbrook, BC  V1C 2M1 O: 250-489-3717 OF: 250-489-3727 lp02@bctf.ca Creston Valley Teachers' Association (861) Becky Blair 1001 Railway Boulevard Creston, BC  V0B 1G3 O: 250-428-7006 OF: 250-428-8602 lp861@bctf.ca Delta Teachers' Association (37) Paul Steer 110-4977 Trenant St Delta, BC  V4K 2K5 O: 604-946-0391 OF: 604-946-1629 lp37@bctf.ca Fernie District Teachers' Association (1) Christina Smith Box 10 Fernie, BC  V0B 1M0 O: 250-423-3333 OF: 250-423-6134 lp01@bctf.ca Fort Nelson District Teachers' Association (81) Greg Gerwing Box 2031 Fort Nelson, BC  V0C 1R0 O: 250-775-1824 OF: N/A lp81@bctf.ca Fraser-Cascade Teachers' Association (78) Lynne Marvell Unit E, Box 1238 Hope, BC  V0X 1L0 O: 604-869-9383 OF: 604-869-3236 lp78@bctf.ca Gold Trail Teachers' Association (74) Cameron Rittinger Box 1437 Ashcroft, BC  V0K 1A0 O: 250-453-2696 OF: 250-453-2696 lp74@bctf.ca Golden Teachers' Association (18) Mike Archibald Box 430 Golden, BC  V0A 1H0 O: 250-344-5885 OF: 250-344-5890 lp18@bctf.ca Greater Victoria Teachers' Association (61) Bénula Larsen 965 Alston Street Victoria, BC  V9A 3S5 O: 250-595-0181 OF: 250-595-0189 lp61@bctf.ca Gulf Islands Teachers' Association (64) Deborah Nostdal Box 537 Salt Spring Island, BC  V8K 2W2 O: 250-537-4990 OF: 250-537-4990 lp64@bctf.ca Haida Gwaii Teachers' Association (50) Jennifer Jury c/o PO Box 325 Queen Charlotte City, BC  V0T 1S0 O: 250-637-1805 OF: N/A lp50@bctf.ca Kamloops Thompson Teachers' Association (73) David Komljenovic 202/204-1157 12th Street Kamloops, BC  V2B 7L2 O: 250-554-1223 OF: 250-554-1311 lp73@bctf.ca Kimberley Teachers' Association (3) Sally Struthers 201-144 Deer Park Avenue Kimberley, BC  V1A 2J4 O: 250-432-9729 OF: N/A lp03@bctf.ca Kitimat District Teachers' Association (80) Kim Meyer 233 Enterprise Avenue Kitimat, BC  V8C 2C8 O: 250-632-3109 OF: 250-632-3108 lp80@bctf.ca Kootenay Columbia Teachers' Union (20) Andy Davidoff 1657 Hwy 3A Castlegar, BC  V1N 4N5 O: 250-364-1740 OF: 250-364-1750 lp20@bctf.ca Kootenay Lake Teachers' Association* (862) Cam Zuk Box 671 Kaslo, BC  V0G 1M0 O: 250-353-2227 OF: N/A lp862@bctf.ca Lake Cowichan Teachers' Association (66) Chris Rolls 5610 West Riverbottom Rd Duncan, BC  V9L 6H9 O: 250-748-0011 OF: N/A lp66@bctf.ca Langley Teachers' Association (35) Gail Chaddock Costello 100-5786 Glover Road Langley, BC  V3A 4H9 O: 604-533-1618 OF: 604-533-1400 lp35@bctf.ca Mackenzie Teachers' Association* (572) Shannon Pride Box 1836 Mackenzie, BC  V0J 2C0 O: 250-997-6340 OF: N/A lp572@bctf.ca Maple Ridge Teachers' Association (42) George Serra 11771 Fraser Street Maple Ridge, BC  V2X 6C6 O: 604-467-2111 OF: 604-467-0815 lp42@bctf.ca McBride-Valemount Teachers' Association* (573) Jennifer L'Arrivee 2265 Red Tail Road Mcbride, BC  V0J 2E0 O: 250-569-2295 OF: N/A lp573@bctf.ca Mission Teachers' Union (75) Mark Bradshaw 100-33344 2nd Ave Mission, BC  V2V 1K3 O: 604-826-0112 OF: 604-826-3435 lp75@bctf.ca Mount Arrowsmith Teachers' Association (69) Debbie Morran Box 1286 Parksville, BC  V9P 2H3 O: 250-248-3496 OF: 250-248-3440 lp69@bctf.ca Nanaimo District Teachers' Association (68) Mike Ball 3137 Barons Road Nanaimo, BC  V9T 5W5 O: 250-756-1237 OF: 250-756-0188 lp68@bctf.ca Nechako Teachers' Union (56) Thomas Thalheimer Box 978 Vanderhoof, BC  V0J 3A0 O: 250-567-5040 OF: 250-567-5060 lp56@bctf.ca Nelson District Teachers' Association (7) Paul Boscariol PO Box 1012 Nelson, BC  V1L 6A5 O: 250-354-4142 OF: 250-354-1558 lp07@bctf.ca New Westminster Teachers' Union (40) Grant Osborne 607 Columbia St New Westminster, BC  V3M 1A7 O: 604-526-8990 OF: 604-526-8912 lp40@bctf.ca Nicola Valley Teachers' Union (31) Peter Vogt Box 849 Merritt, BC  V1K 1B8 O: 250-378-5060 OF: 250-378-5060 lp31@bctf.ca Nisga'a Teachers' Union (92) Richard Hotson Box 226 New Aiyansh, BC  V0J 1A0 O: 250-633-2571 OF: 250-633-2574 lp92@bctf.ca North Okanagan-Shuswap Teachers' Association (83) Brenda O'Dell Box 187 Salmon Arm, BC  V1E 4N3 O: 250-832-1933 OF: 250-832-4592 lp83@bctf.ca North Vancouver Teachers' Association (44) Carolyn Pena 100 - 133 West 17th Street North Vancouver, BC  V7M 1V5 O: 604 988-3224 OF: 604 980-8092 lp44@bctf.ca Okanagan Skaha Teachers' Union (67) Leslea Woodward 697 Martin Street Penticton, BC  V2A 5L5 O: 250-492-4915 OF: 250-492-5540 lp67@bctf.ca Peace River North Teachers' Association (60) Michele Wiebe Box 6057 Fort St John, BC  V1J 4H6 O: 250-785-8881 OF: 250-785-8881 lp60@bctf.ca Peace River South Teachers' Association (591) Lorraine MacKay Box 145 Dawson Creek, BC  V1G 4G3 O: 250-782-1284 OF: 250-782-1280 lp591@bctf.ca Powell River District Teachers' Association (47) Cathy Fisher 201-4400 Marine Avenue Powell River, BC  V8A 2K1 O: 604-485-5212 OF: 604-485-2882 lp47@bctf.ca Prince George District Teachers' Association (571) Tina Cousins 101-1968 Queensway Prince George, BC  V2L 1M2 O: 250-562-7214 OF: 250-562-5743 lp571@bctf.ca Prince Rupert District Teachers' Union (52) Kathy Murphy c/o Fisherman's Hall, 869 Fraser Street Prince Rupert, BC  V8J 1R1 O: 250-627-1700 OF: 250-624-6784 lp52@bctf.ca Princeton District Teachers' Union (17) Robert Tarswell Box 1019 Princeton, BC  V0X 1W0 O: 250-295-6684 OF: 250-295-6684 lp17@bctf.ca Quesnel District Teachers' Association (28) Lisa Kishkan Box 4643 Quesnel, BC  V2J 3J8 O: 250-992-3737 OF: 250-992-3638 lp28@bctf.ca Revelstoke Teachers' Association (19) Jennifer Wolney Box 72 Revelstoke, BC  V0E 2S0 O: 250-837-2255 OF: 250-837-2255 lp19@bctf.ca Richmond Teachers' Association (38) Al Klassen 210-7360 Westminster Hwy Richmond, BC  V6X 1A1 O: 604-278-2539 OF: 604-278-4320 lp38@bctf.ca Saanich Teachers' Association (63) Mark Skanks 6843 Central Saanich Road Saanichton, BC  V8Z 5V4 O: 778-426-1426 OF: 778-426-0716 lp63@bctf.ca Sea to Sky Teachers' Association (48) Carl Walker 104-40775 Tantalus Rd Squamish, BC  V8B 0N2 O: 604-892-3056 OF: 604-892-2296 lp48@bctf.ca SEPF (93) Sylvie Liechtele 100-550 West 6th Avenue Vancouver, BC  V5Z 4P2 O: 604-871-1866 OF: N/A lp93@bctf.ca Sooke Teachers' Association (62) Ian Johnson 201-716 Goldstream Avenue Victoria, BC  V9B 2X3 O: 250-474-3181 OF: 250-474-5555 lp62@bctf.ca South Okanagan Similkameen Teachers' Union (53) Sylvia Slater Box 1586 Oliver, BC  V0H 1T0 O: 250-498-2255 OF: N/A lp53@bctf.ca Stikine Teachers' Association (87) Asa Berg c/o Asa Berg, Box 469 Atlin, BC  V0W 1A0 O: 250-651-7820 OF: 250-651-7820 lp87@bctf.ca Sunshine Coast Teachers' Association (46) Louise Herle Box 951 Sechelt, BC  V0N 3A0 O: 604-885-7944 OF: 604-885-9837 lp46@bctf.ca Surrey Teachers' Association (36) Jennifer Wadge 201-9030 King George Boulevard Surrey, BC  V3V 7Y3 O: 604-594-5353 OF: 604-594-5176 lp36@bctf.ca Terrace District Teachers' Union (881) Cathy Lambright 4733 Park Avenue Terrace, BC  V8G 1W2 O: 250-635-4659 OF: N/A lp881@bctf.ca Tumbler Ridge Teachers' Association* (593) Karen Edwards 127 Gwillim Crescent, Box 1003 Tumbler Ridge, BC  V0C 2W0 O: 250-242-5281 OF: 250-242-5785 lp593@bctf.ca Upper Skeena Teachers* (882) Joslyn Bagg Box 562 New Hazelton, BC  V0J 2Y0 O: 250-842-6613 OF: N/A lp882@bctf.ca Vancouver Elementary School Teachers' Association (391) Dan Graves 2915 Commercial Dr Vancouver, BC  V5N 4C8 O: 604-873-8378 OF: 604-873-2652 lp391@bctf.ca Vancouver Island North Teachers' Association (85) Shawn Gough Box 5151, 6855 Market St Port Hardy, BC  V0N 2P0 O: 250-949-8888 OF: 250-949-8882 lp85@bctf.ca Vancouver Island West Teachers' Union (84) Ryan Meise PO Box 137 Gold River, BC  V0P 1G0 O: 250-283-9081 OF: N/A lp84@bctf.ca Vancouver Secondary Teachers' Association (392) Debbie Pawluk 2915 Commercial Drive Vancouver, BC  V5N 4C8 O: 604-873-5570 OF: 604-873-3916 lp392@bctf.ca Vernon Teachers' Association (22) Heather Malcolm 4004 31st Street Vernon, BC  V1T 5J6 O: 250-542-0456 OF: 250-542-0564 lp22@bctf.ca West Vancouver Teachers' Association (45) Rob Millard 4915 Marine Drive West Vancouver, BC  V7W 2P5 O: 604-926-1617 OF: 604-926-1119 lp45@bctf.ca Windermere Teachers' Association (4) Doug Murray Box 478 Invermere, BC  V0A 1K0 O: 250-341-5158 OF: N/A lp04@bctf.ca)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2014/09/class-size-and-composition-short-visual.html?showComment0751410735681492,Staffroom Confidential: Class size and composition - a short visual history Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Thursday, September 11, 2014 Class size and composition - a short visual history I put this table together today to share with parents and community members at our information forum this evening, but please feel free to share. It is a slight simplification as it doesn't deal with exempted classes like music, classes in distributed learning, special education class, the "fudge factor" allowing overages in special circumstances and so forth. But if you want to know the basics of how class size and composition have changed over the last twelve years through three rounds of legislation, this is an overview. It is based on the Greater Victoria collective agreement. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 3:51 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 2 comments: unionwillSeptember 14, 2014 at 4:01 PM The BC Liberal attack on teachers continues. Even if they reach a settlement this weekend the war will continue. Christy Clark wants to destroy the BCTF and privatize #bced. The only thing that will stop her is us.ReplyDelete ALAZSCARSeptember 24, 2014 at 6:50 AM We need to toss the Liberals out on their ears--and keep them out for two or three decades while the province is rebuilt...and debt is brought under control....ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ▼  September (9) Reflections on the BC Teacher Strike BC Teacher strike - Lessons learned Response to Sandy Garossino Will the Education Fund improve classroom conditio... Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Class composition: a human rights perspective Class size and composition - a short visual histor... Guest post - I WILL HOLD THE LINE Teachers - let your leadership know it is time to ... ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Touring a natural gas drilling rig with @MLA Mike Bernier, and Brian from EnCana http://t.co/AifdJ4H07b" @Teresa_Wat - 06:01pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/contacts.cfm?page=presidents&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true,BCTF Contacts Home E-mail Lists Links A to Z Index Contact Us Help SITE SEARCH Quick Links BCTF formsBCTF NewsFrançaisLabour linksPensionsTeacher NewsmagazineTeaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Contact Us > Local Presidents Local Presidents and Contact Information Sorted by local number. Click here for sort by local name. *Sublocal       O: Office   OF: Office Fax 1 Fernie District Teachers' Association Christina Smith Box 10 Fernie, BC  V0B 1M0 O: 250-423-3333 OF: 250-423-6134 lp01@bctf.ca 2 Cranbrook District Teachers' Association Shelley Balfour 304-105 9th Avenue South Cranbrook, BC  V1C 2M1 O: 250-489-3717 OF: 250-489-3727 lp02@bctf.ca 3 Kimberley Teachers' Association Sally Struthers 201-144 Deer Park Avenue Kimberley, BC  V1A 2J4 O: 250-432-9729 OF: N/A lp03@bctf.ca 4 Windermere Teachers' Association Doug Murray Box 478 Invermere, BC  V0A 1K0 O: 250-341-5158 OF: N/A lp04@bctf.ca 7 Nelson District Teachers' Association Paul Boscariol PO Box 1012 Nelson, BC  V1L 6A5 O: 250-354-4142 OF: 250-354-1558 lp07@bctf.ca 10 Arrow Lakes Teachers' Association Ric Bardati Box 422 New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0 O: 250-265-7062 OF: N/A lp10@bctf.ca 17 Princeton District Teachers' Union Robert Tarswell Box 1019 Princeton, BC  V0X 1W0 O: 250-295-6684 OF: 250-295-6684 lp17@bctf.ca 18 Golden Teachers' Association Mike Archibald Box 430 Golden, BC  V0A 1H0 O: 250-344-5885 OF: 250-344-5890 lp18@bctf.ca 19 Revelstoke Teachers' Association Jennifer Wolney Box 72 Revelstoke, BC  V0E 2S0 O: 250-837-2255 OF: 250-837-2255 lp19@bctf.ca 20 Kootenay Columbia Teachers' Union Andy Davidoff 1657 Hwy 3A Castlegar, BC  V1N 4N5 O: 250-364-1740 OF: 250-364-1750 lp20@bctf.ca 22 Vernon Teachers' Association Heather Malcolm 4004 31st Street Vernon, BC  V1T 5J6 O: 250-542-0456 OF: 250-542-0564 lp22@bctf.ca 23 Central Okanagan Teachers' Association Susan Bauhart 210-1751 Harvey Avenue Kelowna, BC  V1Y 6G4 O: 250-860-3866 OF: 250-862-3024 lp23@bctf.ca 27 Cariboo-Chilcotin Teachers' Association Murray Helmer 124D North 2nd Avenue Williams Lake, BC  V2G 1Z6 O: 250-398-7221 OF: 250-398-5913 lp27@bctf.ca 28 Quesnel District Teachers' Association Lisa Kishkan Box 4643 Quesnel, BC  V2J 3J8 O: 250-992-3737 OF: 250-992-3638 lp28@bctf.ca 31 Nicola Valley Teachers' Union Peter Vogt Box 849 Merritt, BC  V1K 1B8 O: 250-378-5060 OF: 250-378-5060 lp31@bctf.ca 33 Chilliwack Teachers' Association Clint Johnston 203-45970 Airport Road Chilliwack, BC  V2P 1A2 O: 604-792-9233 OF: 604-792-9389 lp33@bctf.ca 34 Abbotsford District Teachers' Association Doug Smuland 2570 Cyril Street Abbotsford, BC  V2S 2G2 O: 604-854-1946 OF: 604-850-5100 lp34@bctf.ca 35 Langley Teachers' Association Gail Chaddock Costello 100-5786 Glover Road Langley, BC  V3A 4H9 O: 604-533-1618 OF: 604-533-1400 lp35@bctf.ca 36 Surrey Teachers' Association Jennifer Wadge 201-9030 King George Boulevard Surrey, BC  V3V 7Y3 O: 604-594-5353 OF: 604-594-5176 lp36@bctf.ca 37 Delta Teachers' Association Paul Steer 110-4977 Trenant St Delta, BC  V4K 2K5 O: 604-946-0391 OF: 604-946-1629 lp37@bctf.ca 38 Richmond Teachers' Association Al Klassen 210-7360 Westminster Hwy Richmond, BC  V6X 1A1 O: 604-278-2539 OF: 604-278-4320 lp38@bctf.ca 392 Vancouver Secondary Teachers' Association Debbie Pawluk 2915 Commercial Drive Vancouver, BC  V5N 4C8 O: 604-873-5570 OF: 604-873-3916 lp392@bctf.ca 391 Vancouver Elementary School Teachers' Association Dan Graves 2915 Commercial Dr Vancouver, BC  V5N 4C8 O: 604-873-8378 OF: 604-873-2652 lp391@bctf.ca 40 New Westminster Teachers' Union Grant Osborne 607 Columbia St New Westminster, BC  V3M 1A7 O: 604-526-8990 OF: 604-526-8912 lp40@bctf.ca 41 Burnaby Teachers' Association Rae Figursky 115-3993 Henning Drive Burnaby, BC  V5C 6P7 O: 604 294-8141 OF: 604 294-9846 lp41@bctf.ca 42 Maple Ridge Teachers' Association George Serra 11771 Fraser Street Maple Ridge, BC  V2X 6C6 O: 604-467-2111 OF: 604-467-0815 lp42@bctf.ca 43 Coquitlam Teachers' Association Charley King 208-2502 St. Johns Street Port Moody, BC  V3H 2B4 O: 604-936-9971 OF: 604-936-7515 lp43@bctf.ca 44 North Vancouver Teachers' Association Carolyn Pena 100 - 133 West 17th Street North Vancouver, BC  V7M 1V5 O: 604 988-3224 OF: 604 980-8092 lp44@bctf.ca 45 West Vancouver Teachers' Association Rob Millard 4915 Marine Drive West Vancouver, BC  V7W 2P5 O: 604-926-1617 OF: 604-926-1119 lp45@bctf.ca 46 Sunshine Coast Teachers' Association Louise Herle Box 951 Sechelt, BC  V0N 3A0 O: 604-885-7944 OF: 604-885-9837 lp46@bctf.ca 47 Powell River District Teachers' Association Cathy Fisher 201-4400 Marine Avenue Powell River, BC  V8A 2K1 O: 604-485-5212 OF: 604-485-2882 lp47@bctf.ca 48 Sea to Sky Teachers' Association Carl Walker 104-40775 Tantalus Rd Squamish, BC  V8B 0N2 O: 604-892-3056 OF: 604-892-2296 lp48@bctf.ca 49 Central Coast Teachers' Association Marc Hedges Box 253 Hagensborg, BC  V0T 1H0 O: 250-982-2354 OF: 250-982-2354 lp49@bctf.ca 50 Haida Gwaii Teachers' Association Jennifer Jury c/o PO Box 325 Queen Charlotte City, BC  V0T 1S0 O: 250-637-1805 OF: N/A lp50@bctf.ca 51 Boundary District Teachers' Association Norm Sabourin Box 634, 1815D Central Ave Grand Forks, BC  V0H 1H0 O: 250-442-3330 OF: N/A lp51@bctf.ca 52 Prince Rupert District Teachers' Union Kathy Murphy c/o Fisherman's Hall, 869 Fraser Street Prince Rupert, BC  V8J 1R1 O: 250-627-1700 OF: 250-624-6784 lp52@bctf.ca 53 South Okanagan Similkameen Teachers' Union Sylvia Slater Box 1586 Oliver, BC  V0H 1T0 O: 250-498-2255 OF: N/A lp53@bctf.ca 54 Bulkley Valley Teachers' Union Ilona Weiss PO Box 2137, 3772 C 1st Ave Smithers, BC  V0J 2N0 O: 250-847-3127 OF: 250-847-3123 lp54@bctf.ca 55 Burns Lake District Teachers' Union Kathryn Warren Box 464 Burns Lake, BC  V0J 1E0 O: 250-692-7932 OF: 250-692-7597 lp55@bctf.ca 56 Nechako Teachers' Union Thomas Thalheimer Box 978 Vanderhoof, BC  V0J 3A0 O: 250-567-5040 OF: 250-567-5060 lp56@bctf.ca 571 Prince George District Teachers' Association Tina Cousins 101-1968 Queensway Prince George, BC  V2L 1M2 O: 250-562-7214 OF: 250-562-5743 lp571@bctf.ca 572 Mackenzie Teachers' Association* Shannon Pride Box 1836 Mackenzie, BC  V0J 2C0 O: 250-997-6340 OF: N/A lp572@bctf.ca 573 McBride-Valemount Teachers' Association* Jennifer L'Arrivee 2265 Red Tail Road Mcbride, BC  V0J 2E0 O: 250-569-2295 OF: N/A lp573@bctf.ca 591 Peace River South Teachers' Association Lorraine MacKay Box 145 Dawson Creek, BC  V1G 4G3 O: 250-782-1284 OF: 250-782-1280 lp591@bctf.ca 592 Chetwynd Teachers' Association* Leanne Robertson Box 2665 Chetwynd, BC  V0C 1J0 O: 250-788-2267 OF: 250-788-9729 lp592@bctf.ca 593 Tumbler Ridge Teachers' Association* Karen Edwards 127 Gwillim Crescent, Box 1003 Tumbler Ridge, BC  V0C 2W0 O: 250-242-5281 OF: 250-242-5785 lp593@bctf.ca 60 Peace River North Teachers' Association Michele Wiebe Box 6057 Fort St John, BC  V1J 4H6 O: 250-785-8881 OF: 250-785-8881 lp60@bctf.ca 61 Greater Victoria Teachers' Association Bénula Larsen 965 Alston Street Victoria, BC  V9A 3S5 O: 250-595-0181 OF: 250-595-0189 lp61@bctf.ca 62 Sooke Teachers' Association Ian Johnson 201-716 Goldstream Avenue Victoria, BC  V9B 2X3 O: 250-474-3181 OF: 250-474-5555 lp62@bctf.ca 63 Saanich Teachers' Association Mark Skanks 6843 Central Saanich Road Saanichton, BC  V8Z 5V4 O: 778-426-1426 OF: 778-426-0716 lp63@bctf.ca 64 Gulf Islands Teachers' Association Deborah Nostdal Box 537 Salt Spring Island, BC  V8K 2W2 O: 250-537-4990 OF: 250-537-4990 lp64@bctf.ca 65 Cowichan District Teachers' Association Naomi Nilsson 201-394 Duncan Street Duncan, BC  V9L 3W4 O: 250-748-2251 OF: 250-748-5243 lp65@bctf.ca 66 Lake Cowichan Teachers' Association Chris Rolls 5610 West Riverbottom Rd Duncan, BC  V9L 6H9 O: 250-748-0011 OF: N/A lp66@bctf.ca 67 Okanagan Skaha Teachers' Union Leslea Woodward 697 Martin Street Penticton, BC  V2A 5L5 O: 250-492-4915 OF: 250-492-5540 lp67@bctf.ca 68 Nanaimo District Teachers' Association Mike Ball 3137 Barons Road Nanaimo, BC  V9T 5W5 O: 250-756-1237 OF: 250-756-0188 lp68@bctf.ca 69 Mount Arrowsmith Teachers' Association Debbie Morran Box 1286 Parksville, BC  V9P 2H3 O: 250-248-3496 OF: 250-248-3440 lp69@bctf.ca 701 Alberni District Teachers' Union Ken Zydyk 4913 Argyle Street Port Alberni, BC  V9Y 1V6 O: 250-724-5021 OF: 250-724-0442 lp701@bctf.ca 71 Comox District Teachers' Association Nick Moore 491 4th Street Ste. C Courtenay, BC  V9N 1G9 O: 250-338-1461 OF: 250-338-1657 lp71@bctf.ca 72 Campbell River District Teachers' Association Dave Harper 202-871 Island Hwy Campbell River, BC  V9W 2C2 O: 250-286-1663 OF: 250-286-1679 lp72@bctf.ca 73 Kamloops Thompson Teachers' Association David Komljenovic 202/204-1157 12th Street Kamloops, BC  V2B 7L2 O: 250-554-1223 OF: 250-554-1311 lp73@bctf.ca 74 Gold Trail Teachers' Association Cameron Rittinger Box 1437 Ashcroft, BC  V0K 1A0 O: 250-453-2696 OF: 250-453-2696 lp74@bctf.ca 75 Mission Teachers' Union Mark Bradshaw 100-33344 2nd Ave Mission, BC  V2V 1K3 O: 604-826-0112 OF: 604-826-3435 lp75@bctf.ca 78 Fraser-Cascade Teachers' Association Lynne Marvell Unit E, Box 1238 Hope, BC  V0X 1L0 O: 604-869-9383 OF: 604-869-3236 lp78@bctf.ca 80 Kitimat District Teachers' Association Kim Meyer 233 Enterprise Avenue Kitimat, BC  V8C 2C8 O: 250-632-3109 OF: 250-632-3108 lp80@bctf.ca 81 Fort Nelson District Teachers' Association Greg Gerwing Box 2031 Fort Nelson, BC  V0C 1R0 O: 250-775-1824 OF: N/A lp81@bctf.ca 83 North Okanagan-Shuswap Teachers' Association Brenda O'Dell Box 187 Salmon Arm, BC  V1E 4N3 O: 250-832-1933 OF: 250-832-4592 lp83@bctf.ca 84 Vancouver Island West Teachers' Union Ryan Meise PO Box 137 Gold River, BC  V0P 1G0 O: 250-283-9081 OF: N/A lp84@bctf.ca 85 Vancouver Island North Teachers' Association Shawn Gough Box 5151, 6855 Market St Port Hardy, BC  V0N 2P0 O: 250-949-8888 OF: 250-949-8882 lp85@bctf.ca 862 Kootenay Lake Teachers' Association* Cam Zuk Box 671 Kaslo, BC  V0G 1M0 O: 250-353-2227 OF: N/A lp862@bctf.ca 861 Creston Valley Teachers' Association Becky Blair 1001 Railway Boulevard Creston, BC  V0B 1G3 O: 250-428-7006 OF: 250-428-8602 lp861@bctf.ca 87 Stikine Teachers' Association Asa Berg c/o Asa Berg, Box 469 Atlin, BC  V0W 1A0 O: 250-651-7820 OF: 250-651-7820 lp87@bctf.ca 881 Terrace District Teachers' Union Cathy Lambright 4733 Park Avenue Terrace, BC  V8G 1W2 O: 250-635-4659 OF: N/A lp881@bctf.ca 882 Upper Skeena Teachers* Joslyn Bagg Box 562 New Hazelton, BC  V0J 2Y0 O: 250-842-6613 OF: N/A lp882@bctf.ca 92 Nisga'a Teachers' Union Richard Hotson Box 226 New Aiyansh, BC  V0J 1A0 O: 250-633-2571 OF: 250-633-2574 lp92@bctf.ca 93 SEPF Sylvie Liechtele 100-550 West 6th Avenue Vancouver, BC  V5Z 4P2 O: 604-871-1866 OF: N/A lp93@bctf.ca About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy Close Window Print Page   Local Presidents and Contact Information Sorted by local number. Click here for sort by local name. *Sublocal       O: Office   OF: Office Fax 1 Fernie District Teachers' Association Christina Smith Box 10 Fernie, BC  V0B 1M0 O: 250-423-3333 OF: 250-423-6134 lp01@bctf.ca 2 Cranbrook District Teachers' Association Shelley Balfour 304-105 9th Avenue South Cranbrook, BC  V1C 2M1 O: 250-489-3717 OF: 250-489-3727 lp02@bctf.ca 3 Kimberley Teachers' Association Sally Struthers 201-144 Deer Park Avenue Kimberley, BC  V1A 2J4 O: 250-432-9729 OF: N/A lp03@bctf.ca 4 Windermere Teachers' Association Doug Murray Box 478 Invermere, BC  V0A 1K0 O: 250-341-5158 OF: N/A lp04@bctf.ca 7 Nelson District Teachers' Association Paul Boscariol PO Box 1012 Nelson, BC  V1L 6A5 O: 250-354-4142 OF: 250-354-1558 lp07@bctf.ca 10 Arrow Lakes Teachers' Association Ric Bardati Box 422 New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0 O: 250-265-7062 OF: N/A lp10@bctf.ca 17 Princeton District Teachers' Union Robert Tarswell Box 1019 Princeton, BC  V0X 1W0 O: 250-295-6684 OF: 250-295-6684 lp17@bctf.ca 18 Golden Teachers' Association Mike Archibald Box 430 Golden, BC  V0A 1H0 O: 250-344-5885 OF: 250-344-5890 lp18@bctf.ca 19 Revelstoke Teachers' Association Jennifer Wolney Box 72 Revelstoke, BC  V0E 2S0 O: 250-837-2255 OF: 250-837-2255 lp19@bctf.ca 20 Kootenay Columbia Teachers' Union Andy Davidoff 1657 Hwy 3A Castlegar, BC  V1N 4N5 O: 250-364-1740 OF: 250-364-1750 lp20@bctf.ca 22 Vernon Teachers' Association Heather Malcolm 4004 31st Street Vernon, BC  V1T 5J6 O: 250-542-0456 OF: 250-542-0564 lp22@bctf.ca 23 Central Okanagan Teachers' Association Susan Bauhart 210-1751 Harvey Avenue Kelowna, BC  V1Y 6G4 O: 250-860-3866 OF: 250-862-3024 lp23@bctf.ca 27 Cariboo-Chilcotin Teachers' Association Murray Helmer 124D North 2nd Avenue Williams Lake, BC  V2G 1Z6 O: 250-398-7221 OF: 250-398-5913 lp27@bctf.ca 28 Quesnel District Teachers' Association Lisa Kishkan Box 4643 Quesnel, BC  V2J 3J8 O: 250-992-3737 OF: 250-992-3638 lp28@bctf.ca 31 Nicola Valley Teachers' Union Peter Vogt Box 849 Merritt, BC  V1K 1B8 O: 250-378-5060 OF: 250-378-5060 lp31@bctf.ca 33 Chilliwack Teachers' Association Clint Johnston 203-45970 Airport Road Chilliwack, BC  V2P 1A2 O: 604-792-9233 OF: 604-792-9389 lp33@bctf.ca 34 Abbotsford District Teachers' Association Doug Smuland 2570 Cyril Street Abbotsford, BC  V2S 2G2 O: 604-854-1946 OF: 604-850-5100 lp34@bctf.ca 35 Langley Teachers' Association Gail Chaddock Costello 100-5786 Glover Road Langley, BC  V3A 4H9 O: 604-533-1618 OF: 604-533-1400 lp35@bctf.ca 36 Surrey Teachers' Association Jennifer Wadge 201-9030 King George Boulevard Surrey, BC  V3V 7Y3 O: 604-594-5353 OF: 604-594-5176 lp36@bctf.ca 37 Delta Teachers' Association Paul Steer 110-4977 Trenant St Delta, BC  V4K 2K5 O: 604-946-0391 OF: 604-946-1629 lp37@bctf.ca 38 Richmond Teachers' Association Al Klassen 210-7360 Westminster Hwy Richmond, BC  V6X 1A1 O: 604-278-2539 OF: 604-278-4320 lp38@bctf.ca 392 Vancouver Secondary Teachers' Association Debbie Pawluk 2915 Commercial Drive Vancouver, BC  V5N 4C8 O: 604-873-5570 OF: 604-873-3916 lp392@bctf.ca 391 Vancouver Elementary School Teachers' Association Dan Graves 2915 Commercial Dr Vancouver, BC  V5N 4C8 O: 604-873-8378 OF: 604-873-2652 lp391@bctf.ca 40 New Westminster Teachers' Union Grant Osborne 607 Columbia St New Westminster, BC  V3M 1A7 O: 604-526-8990 OF: 604-526-8912 lp40@bctf.ca 41 Burnaby Teachers' Association Rae Figursky 115-3993 Henning Drive Burnaby, BC  V5C 6P7 O: 604 294-8141 OF: 604 294-9846 lp41@bctf.ca 42 Maple Ridge Teachers' Association George Serra 11771 Fraser Street Maple Ridge, BC  V2X 6C6 O: 604-467-2111 OF: 604-467-0815 lp42@bctf.ca 43 Coquitlam Teachers' Association Charley King 208-2502 St. Johns Street Port Moody, BC  V3H 2B4 O: 604-936-9971 OF: 604-936-7515 lp43@bctf.ca 44 North Vancouver Teachers' Association Carolyn Pena 100 - 133 West 17th Street North Vancouver, BC  V7M 1V5 O: 604 988-3224 OF: 604 980-8092 lp44@bctf.ca 45 West Vancouver Teachers' Association Rob Millard 4915 Marine Drive West Vancouver, BC  V7W 2P5 O: 604-926-1617 OF: 604-926-1119 lp45@bctf.ca 46 Sunshine Coast Teachers' Association Louise Herle Box 951 Sechelt, BC  V0N 3A0 O: 604-885-7944 OF: 604-885-9837 lp46@bctf.ca 47 Powell River District Teachers' Association Cathy Fisher 201-4400 Marine Avenue Powell River, BC  V8A 2K1 O: 604-485-5212 OF: 604-485-2882 lp47@bctf.ca 48 Sea to Sky Teachers' Association Carl Walker 104-40775 Tantalus Rd Squamish, BC  V8B 0N2 O: 604-892-3056 OF: 604-892-2296 lp48@bctf.ca 49 Central Coast Teachers' Association Marc Hedges Box 253 Hagensborg, BC  V0T 1H0 O: 250-982-2354 OF: 250-982-2354 lp49@bctf.ca 50 Haida Gwaii Teachers' Association Jennifer Jury c/o PO Box 325 Queen Charlotte City, BC  V0T 1S0 O: 250-637-1805 OF: N/A lp50@bctf.ca 51 Boundary District Teachers' Association Norm Sabourin Box 634, 1815D Central Ave Grand Forks, BC  V0H 1H0 O: 250-442-3330 OF: N/A lp51@bctf.ca 52 Prince Rupert District Teachers' Union Kathy Murphy c/o Fisherman's Hall, 869 Fraser Street Prince Rupert, BC  V8J 1R1 O: 250-627-1700 OF: 250-624-6784 lp52@bctf.ca 53 South Okanagan Similkameen Teachers' Union Sylvia Slater Box 1586 Oliver, BC  V0H 1T0 O: 250-498-2255 OF: N/A lp53@bctf.ca 54 Bulkley Valley Teachers' Union Ilona Weiss PO Box 2137, 3772 C 1st Ave Smithers, BC  V0J 2N0 O: 250-847-3127 OF: 250-847-3123 lp54@bctf.ca 55 Burns Lake District Teachers' Union Kathryn Warren Box 464 Burns Lake, BC  V0J 1E0 O: 250-692-7932 OF: 250-692-7597 lp55@bctf.ca 56 Nechako Teachers' Union Thomas Thalheimer Box 978 Vanderhoof, BC  V0J 3A0 O: 250-567-5040 OF: 250-567-5060 lp56@bctf.ca 571 Prince George District Teachers' Association Tina Cousins 101-1968 Queensway Prince George, BC  V2L 1M2 O: 250-562-7214 OF: 250-562-5743 lp571@bctf.ca 572 Mackenzie Teachers' Association* Shannon Pride Box 1836 Mackenzie, BC  V0J 2C0 O: 250-997-6340 OF: N/A lp572@bctf.ca 573 McBride-Valemount Teachers' Association* Jennifer L'Arrivee 2265 Red Tail Road Mcbride, BC  V0J 2E0 O: 250-569-2295 OF: N/A lp573@bctf.ca 591 Peace River South Teachers' Association Lorraine MacKay Box 145 Dawson Creek, BC  V1G 4G3 O: 250-782-1284 OF: 250-782-1280 lp591@bctf.ca 592 Chetwynd Teachers' Association* Leanne Robertson Box 2665 Chetwynd, BC  V0C 1J0 O: 250-788-2267 OF: 250-788-9729 lp592@bctf.ca 593 Tumbler Ridge Teachers' Association* Karen Edwards 127 Gwillim Crescent, Box 1003 Tumbler Ridge, BC  V0C 2W0 O: 250-242-5281 OF: 250-242-5785 lp593@bctf.ca 60 Peace River North Teachers' Association Michele Wiebe Box 6057 Fort St John, BC  V1J 4H6 O: 250-785-8881 OF: 250-785-8881 lp60@bctf.ca 61 Greater Victoria Teachers' Association Bénula Larsen 965 Alston Street Victoria, BC  V9A 3S5 O: 250-595-0181 OF: 250-595-0189 lp61@bctf.ca 62 Sooke Teachers' Association Ian Johnson 201-716 Goldstream Avenue Victoria, BC  V9B 2X3 O: 250-474-3181 OF: 250-474-5555 lp62@bctf.ca 63 Saanich Teachers' Association Mark Skanks 6843 Central Saanich Road Saanichton, BC  V8Z 5V4 O: 778-426-1426 OF: 778-426-0716 lp63@bctf.ca 64 Gulf Islands Teachers' Association Deborah Nostdal Box 537 Salt Spring Island, BC  V8K 2W2 O: 250-537-4990 OF: 250-537-4990 lp64@bctf.ca 65 Cowichan District Teachers' Association Naomi Nilsson 201-394 Duncan Street Duncan, BC  V9L 3W4 O: 250-748-2251 OF: 250-748-5243 lp65@bctf.ca 66 Lake Cowichan Teachers' Association Chris Rolls 5610 West Riverbottom Rd Duncan, BC  V9L 6H9 O: 250-748-0011 OF: N/A lp66@bctf.ca 67 Okanagan Skaha Teachers' Union Leslea Woodward 697 Martin Street Penticton, BC  V2A 5L5 O: 250-492-4915 OF: 250-492-5540 lp67@bctf.ca 68 Nanaimo District Teachers' Association Mike Ball 3137 Barons Road Nanaimo, BC  V9T 5W5 O: 250-756-1237 OF: 250-756-0188 lp68@bctf.ca 69 Mount Arrowsmith Teachers' Association Debbie Morran Box 1286 Parksville, BC  V9P 2H3 O: 250-248-3496 OF: 250-248-3440 lp69@bctf.ca 701 Alberni District Teachers' Union Ken Zydyk 4913 Argyle Street Port Alberni, BC  V9Y 1V6 O: 250-724-5021 OF: 250-724-0442 lp701@bctf.ca 71 Comox District Teachers' Association Nick Moore 491 4th Street Ste. C Courtenay, BC  V9N 1G9 O: 250-338-1461 OF: 250-338-1657 lp71@bctf.ca 72 Campbell River District Teachers' Association Dave Harper 202-871 Island Hwy Campbell River, BC  V9W 2C2 O: 250-286-1663 OF: 250-286-1679 lp72@bctf.ca 73 Kamloops Thompson Teachers' Association David Komljenovic 202/204-1157 12th Street Kamloops, BC  V2B 7L2 O: 250-554-1223 OF: 250-554-1311 lp73@bctf.ca 74 Gold Trail Teachers' Association Cameron Rittinger Box 1437 Ashcroft, BC  V0K 1A0 O: 250-453-2696 OF: 250-453-2696 lp74@bctf.ca 75 Mission Teachers' Union Mark Bradshaw 100-33344 2nd Ave Mission, BC  V2V 1K3 O: 604-826-0112 OF: 604-826-3435 lp75@bctf.ca 78 Fraser-Cascade Teachers' Association Lynne Marvell Unit E, Box 1238 Hope, BC  V0X 1L0 O: 604-869-9383 OF: 604-869-3236 lp78@bctf.ca 80 Kitimat District Teachers' Association Kim Meyer 233 Enterprise Avenue Kitimat, BC  V8C 2C8 O: 250-632-3109 OF: 250-632-3108 lp80@bctf.ca 81 Fort Nelson District Teachers' Association Greg Gerwing Box 2031 Fort Nelson, BC  V0C 1R0 O: 250-775-1824 OF: N/A lp81@bctf.ca 83 North Okanagan-Shuswap Teachers' Association Brenda O'Dell Box 187 Salmon Arm, BC  V1E 4N3 O: 250-832-1933 OF: 250-832-4592 lp83@bctf.ca 84 Vancouver Island West Teachers' Union Ryan Meise PO Box 137 Gold River, BC  V0P 1G0 O: 250-283-9081 OF: N/A lp84@bctf.ca 85 Vancouver Island North Teachers' Association Shawn Gough Box 5151, 6855 Market St Port Hardy, BC  V0N 2P0 O: 250-949-8888 OF: 250-949-8882 lp85@bctf.ca 862 Kootenay Lake Teachers' Association* Cam Zuk Box 671 Kaslo, BC  V0G 1M0 O: 250-353-2227 OF: N/A lp862@bctf.ca 861 Creston Valley Teachers' Association Becky Blair 1001 Railway Boulevard Creston, BC  V0B 1G3 O: 250-428-7006 OF: 250-428-8602 lp861@bctf.ca 87 Stikine Teachers' Association Asa Berg c/o Asa Berg, Box 469 Atlin, BC  V0W 1A0 O: 250-651-7820 OF: 250-651-7820 lp87@bctf.ca 881 Terrace District Teachers' Union Cathy Lambright 4733 Park Avenue Terrace, BC  V8G 1W2 O: 250-635-4659 OF: N/A lp881@bctf.ca 882 Upper Skeena Teachers* Joslyn Bagg Box 562 New Hazelton, BC  V0J 2Y0 O: 250-842-6613 OF: N/A lp882@bctf.ca 92 Nisga'a Teachers' Union Richard Hotson Box 226 New Aiyansh, BC  V0J 1A0 O: 250-633-2571 OF: 250-633-2574 lp92@bctf.ca 93 SEPF Sylvie Liechtele 100-550 West 6th Avenue Vancouver, BC  V5Z 4P2 O: 604-871-1866 OF: N/A lp93@bctf.ca)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=17912&printPage=true,BCTF News Releases  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2009 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE March 17, 2009 BCTF President and Vice-Presidents re-elected Irene Lanzinger, president of the British Columbia Teachers’ Federation, has been acclaimed for another one-year term as the head of the province’s 40,000 public school teachers. This will be Lanzinger’s third consecutive term. Also elected by acclamation were current First Vice-President Susan Lambert (Burnaby) and Second Vice-President Jim Iker (Burns Lake), who will serve a third one-year term in these roles. In her acceptance speech, Irene Lanzinger thanked BC’s teachers for once again expressing their confidence in her as their president and spokesperson. “It is an honour to represent BC’s teachers,” Lanzinger said. “I am so proud of the work teachers do in the classroom every day and their commitment to public education in their communities.” Five other teachers were elected to the BCTF Executive Committee as members-at-large: Glen Hansman (Vancouver Elementary), Christine Stewart (Vancouver Secondary), Teri Mooring (Quesnel), Jill McCaffery (Mount Arrowsmith), and Rick Guenther (Abbotsford). They will join Michelle Davies (Kelowna), Fred Robertson (Vancouver Island North), and Robert Tarswell (Princeton) to comprise the 11-member Executive Committee. Christine Stewart is the first Aboriginal teacher elected to the BCTF Executive Committee. -  30  - For more information, contact Rich Overgaard, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell).)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2014/09/tentative-agreement-yes-or-no.html?showComment=1410974717783,Staffroom Confidential: Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, September 16, 2014 Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Despite what I know was a herculean effort on the part of our bargaining team, I very much hope that BC teachers will vote no to the tentative agreement. After five weeks of strike, and twelve years of legal battles, this is not the deal that will restore sanity to public education and it is not a fair deal for teachers and students. Just as teachers in Saskatchewan rejected a deal to ensure a better outcome, I hope BC teachers will consider a no vote to let our team know we have to go back to the bargaining table. Class size, composition The agreement provided a modified LIF fund starting at $75 million per year and increasing to $85 by the last year. It is for teachers only, which will mean a slight improvement in Districts where sizeable portions were spent on Education Assistants or senior District staff rather than teachers. However, in an average size District like Victoria (20,000 students, 1,000 teachers), this will translate into about 5-10 more teachers. That is one for every five schools. To put it in comparison, Justice Griffin's judgement estimated the lost funding due to lost class size language at about $330 million in current dollars. (Read more here about the proposed Education Fund.) I heard so many teachers speak up about the need to ensure that we do not return to over-crowded classes when the strike ends. This agreement does very little to alleviate what is the most pressing issue. Throwing away the court victory The agreement provides a "reopener" in the event we win on appeal our class size language. What this means is that the language returns, but is not implemented until new language is negotiated. Without the actual implementation of the returned language, there will be very little incentive for the government to bargain it back. We would essentially be back in the very same position we are in today, with government trying to bargain it out and us trying to bargain it back in. In my opinion, even if we were legislated back to work we would be in a superior position. If we won the appeal the government would then be forced to implement the language. We are thus throwing away our historic court victory and the bargaining pressure it potentially creates. The reopener is really only mildly less offensive than E80. In both cases, we have to bargain back what was illegally taken from our contract and the government will probably never have to restore it. In fact, the "reopener" creates the perfect opportunity for government to lock us out to try and force us to agree to something far inferior. Throwing away the remedy for the last twelve years The agreement provides $105 million to compensate for grievances over-sized classes for the last twelve years. Using Justice Griffin's estimates, our loss is roughly $300 million times 12 = over $3 billion. I cannot fathom how $105 million is a fair compromise. The BCTF's original proposal to put this money back into the system was a more fair and productive approach. This agreement means we can no longer go to the courts for a fair remedy. Wages The agreement is very close to government's original offer. While I would be willing to accept this if the class size language was returned, teachers should not be taking such a significant monetary loss without the commensurate gain in working conditions. We have lost roughly 12% of our annual salary. We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut. Minimal improvements There are very minimal improvements in preparation time for elementary teachers (10 minutes per week), and TTOC daily rate. The TTOC daily rate change may depend on your grid placement. It could actually be a wage loss for long term TTOCs who are above category 5 and step 7. There is also $11 million in health and dental benefits. At 40,000 members, this is $275 each. Hardly worth consideration in the context of the rest of the agreement. What next? There are a variety of options if we vote no. We can continue the strike. We can choose to return to work and continue bargaining. We do not, and should not, accept an agreement that doesn't meet our needs and doesn't meet the needs of students and public education. When Saskatchewan teachers rejected the first deal which had 5.5% wage increases over four years, the second deal had 7.3% increases over four years. They have said this still isn't good enough. For us, our main issue is classroom conditions. We need to say this isn't good enough. The way to do that is to vote no. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 7:48 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 124 comments: Troy MooreSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:17 PM The EC recommendation states the open clause will be argued from restored language. However, selling our grievances for nothing as the 105 million is strike savings, is plenty of reason to vote no. Further, no composition caps, but a fund controlled by Superintendents is enough reason to vote no. Thursday I will vote no.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:06 PM Re-opener also says "education fund" in place until new language bargained, so old language can disappear forever.Delete Reply Mme RousseauSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:33 PM Government starved us to death hoping we'd vote yes to whatever deal they'd offer. Planned it from the start.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:07 PM We can sill choose (collectively) to return to work if we reject this deal. Many options.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:09 PM Great analysis, Tara! I think that returning to work would be a bad idea. This will frustrate parents more if they need to find new ways to deal with taking care fo kids. USe the money given to you by the other unions. I am a teacher who had to quit for stress over the terrible condition of work (split FI grade 4/5, several low LD kids with little support, one severe with no support, 2 gifted (no support), and a principal who expected me to teach 2 separate social studies AND science programs)Delete Reply Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:56 PM Good points by all but the gov't succeeded in starving my family out and completly breaking us. I will be voting YES and live to fight another dayReplyDelete Replies schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:21 PM 'Fight another day'? In the last twelve years that we have been pushing back against this government, never has the tide tide been so much with teachers, class size/composition, and public education - and never has the government been pushed back onto the ropes (especially with the call for binding arbitration). What 'other day' is being proposed that we wait for? Now is the time. Vote 'no' and give the BCTF bargaining team a renewed mandate to get a decent deal for students and teachers.Delete Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:10 PM "Another day" means to wake up and realize that 2more weeks means my family of 5 could lose our home. It means I will do all I can to recall Cc, Factbender, and other mla's, and maybe even having "a guy I know" have a chat with them. In year 1 of their reign, I don't believe they even know what "the ropes" are. I will vote YES ...for my family, and I can live with thatDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:12 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply Karen FergusonSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:03 PM Just a question: When the Saskatchewan teachers voted no, had they already been on strike for 5 weeks?ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM No. They are working with no contract. They are not on strike.Delete Shannon DavisSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:23 AM I am a Saskatchewan teacher. We are not on strike; we are currently in the conciliation process after voting "no" to 2 previous offersDelete Reply "Mama Rose"September 16, 2014 at 9:27 PM Can we truly return to work without agreeing and continue bargaining? When I suggested returning to work a few weeks ago, the answer was "being on strike puts pressure on the gov't and without pressure they have no reason to settle." And can you explain more how legislating us back would be better than agreeing to this deal? And finally, why would the BCTF executive put forward a deal that was not a good one?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:30 PM Because they need confirmation of the resolve of the membership to get something better. That is what a no vote does.Delete Reply Troylana MSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:28 PM some great points to ponder, tara......thinking thinking....ReplyDelete schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:43 PM If we vote 'no' to the tentative deal we still have options: We'd not have a contract. But we could... a) strike with full picket lines b) partially strike with phase 1 (work-to-rule) in schools c) partially strike with periodic/rotating job action d) continue negotiating e) return to work and re-escalate strike f) some/all of the above ReplyDelete Replies Caroline MackenzieSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:21 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:14 PM a) will expedite matters (I say less that 3 days)Delete Reply danabjornsonSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:05 PM I am thinking that a legislated, crappier contract would only be in effect for 2 years max (before elections...). If we take this offer, then we will be agreeing to this pseudo-E80. Should we win the court case (which we likely will), we will have to settle on the terms of the THIS negotiated contract which doesn't actually restore learning conditions; it simply allows for those conditions to be negotiated. If we say n, then we default to the 2002 contract, which DOES restore the language. A "yes" vote is saying that we are good on "crumbs"; a "no" vote is saying we want an actual meal. That's my understanding, anyway. Please correct me where I am wrong, Tara. :)ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:44 PM And word is IF they legislate, they could opt to legislate back Grade 10-12 only causing the union to have to lay off all teachers and re-hire based on seniority. That will tear the union at the seams pitting teacher against teacher for those positions. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:17 PM There will be a general strike if that were to happen! They better not do this. They will regret it.Delete Reply imaginefunlearningSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:09 PM Some good points on the background of our fight over the past 12 years, which I have been actively engaged in; however we need to recognize the climate we are in. We are not in Sask. people! We have just come through a very long summer!! We need to thank our @bctf bargaining team & recognize the toll this has taken on all of us & our families. I don't have the luxury of more time on the strike line. This may be as good as it gets. Let's read the agreement and consider getting back to work and making some $ again! That's my 2 cents worth, which would come in really handy right now!!!ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:18 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply RobSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:11 PM Go back in work to rule mode. Work this winter to recall every Liberal MLA. ThAt is the only way to apply pressure to these criminals. ReplyDelete Replies Kate RestonSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:03 PM Recall! Not sure who won the battle but the war is still onDelete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:14 AM Well said Kate... I agree 100%Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:20 PM I think say NO and a better deal will be done in less than 3 days. These guys are not criminals, they are lower than that. I bet they get a sick pleasure in hurting the kids and the teachers.Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:31 PM An official recall is in the works: https://www.facebook.com/groups/316129595235450/?fref=ts Please consider joining.Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:26 AM Leah - do you honestly think anyone who voted BC Liberal did so thinking that they would act any differently on the education file?Delete Reply JJSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:16 PM I am glad to see other members who share my views. I am outraged at a 1.2 percent "raise" in salary per year that doesn't even meet inflation of currently 2%. I feel used and abused.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:23 PM Not to mention all of the other pittance! I am actually surprised that Iker asked teachers to vote on this! Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:18 PM Hi Tara Thanks for the summary! Will we be able to vote NO to the deal, but vote YES to returning to work? Will there be three options when we vote Thursday? Why did the BCTF agree to a substandard deal for us? If we vote no to a deal that was recommended to us, the teachers look like the bad guys and public approval will plummet. I am very disappointed and frustratedReplyDelete Replies KataSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:12 AM Public approval will not necessarily plummet. I have seen strikes where the membership has voted against the executive's "best results to date", and ended up with a better offer. This offer is an insult. The $300 million will not bring funding to the national average (I believe). More importantly, the wage offer is half of the average wage increase for public and private workers (StatsCan). Delete Reply MontySeptember 16, 2014 at 10:19 PM Thank you, Tara. My thoughts too, more clearly expressed. As well, Thursday is too soon to vote, too soon to vote, too soon to vote........ReplyDelete Richard ChalkeSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:21 PM Vote no and lose every shred of public support...just sayin!ReplyDelete Replies UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:31 AM I am a member of the public and would support a "no" vote. js!.Delete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:01 AM Richard Chalke, NO you won't! I am a mother with 3 adopted special needs children who need to be in a class that is designed for them and others like them (my kids are academically slightly delayed but their issues are more social and behavioural) where they can receive the education they deserve taught in a way they can comprehend. I will speak now for all the parents I know, and we will support the teacher's if they continue to fight for our children's best interest.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:28 PM It might not be pretty at first, but once we explain things (and I hope the Mandarin-speaking teachers flood the Richmond organization that voiced their concerns), they will back us. The 3 billions that the judge came to is the first I hear about. This should be stated to every newsmedia comment section in the province. Minimize pickets and flood those outlets with commenters, just like the Liberals do. Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:45 PM I am a member of the public and a single Mother of a child in the public school system. You will NOT lose one bit of my support if you vote no. I know that you are sacrificing so that my child can have a better education, and I am most grateful for it. Having said that, I also know that you are exhausted and broke. I have been dreading that you may have to settle for less than what you (we) deserve because the government succeeded in breaking you. I am not in your shoes, so cannot judge. If the vote is a yes, I understand and I am still behind you. Delete Reply Alison RocheSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:25 PM It is a crap deal. It's always a crap deal. Once you raise the stakes to striking, anything else is a cave in. The last time we walked out was the 3 day illegal strike where I threw away 1200$ and got EXACTLY the same contract I had the year before. The BCTF called it a win because they didn't rip up MORE of my contract. Ridiculous. There are a few of us that believe that working to contract, doing 100% of your teaching job and nothing more (like paying for supplies out of your own pocket or EC) is the only way teachers will survive this government. What if they get re-elected again? Then what? Teachers have lost thousands to these clowns to make "statements" about the state of public education in this province. We can't keep sacrificing ourselves and our families. And in the meantime, you talk to parents about why you have to take this crappy road. Because up until this strike they mostly didn't care about the state of education, but god forbid you didn't run a Sports Day. Then suddenly they wanted to know what the hell was going on. Keep the conversation going in schools. Attend your PAC meetings and stop enabling this govt to underfund and overwork the system. And still get paid!ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:20 AM I am very excited at the prospect of returning to my beloved job on Friday. However I will NOT continue to put my personal money into my classroom and I will be seriously reconsidering my involvement in extra curriculars. I think we shoot ourselves in the foot with all the unpaid work we so willingly volunteer to do. Delete Reply FCSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:38 PM I heard a rumour last week from a loose lipped government insider that after the 22nd, depending on the outcome of the negotiations the Liberals were going to announce a 3 step process. I was not clear if this was based on 3 steps to resolve the strike (perhaps the 3rd step is legislation??) or 3 steps to overhaul the education system, either way, they will settle it outright. I wish you all luck and all the information that you need to make a sound decision of what you feel is best.ReplyDelete Replies Lisa BurrowsSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:53 PM I have heard similar rumours. On the 23rd, the gov. was planning on introducing a $6000 per year voucher system for 3 choices: an academic or trades program, or something called EducationCanada. Not clear whether their intention was to privatize the public system, de-certify teachers and hire them back under new wage/benefits. Not clear where these rumours originated from. Maybe fear tactics to get teachers to vote yes. In any event, I plan on voting yes. I signed up to be a teacher, not a martyr. This strike has cost us a lot. We need to regain our livelihood and hopefully continue the conversation about class composition. We have at least awakened many people to the issue, and the court case is still an avenue that could eventually improve teaching and learning conditions.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:33 PM I urge all teachers to fight and say NO to this deal. Retired teacher who had to retire because horrendous work conditions. Make me proud. They will not last long if you say NO! I know this is tough, but there is money and I hear that Van City does offer loan at low to 0 %. Banks do allow you to miss a mortgage payment. Go talki to your banker.Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM Will school districts require teachers to make up missed days, as suggested in the media? Will the school calendar be changing to make up for the missed three weeks and if so will we be made aware of those changes PRIOR to the vote? ReplyDelete KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:41 PM "Wages..... We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut." And that is the cost of going on strike!!! There is nothing that can be done about that. You cannot go on strike and put up the raise you want every week to compensate for your time on strike - it doesn't work that way.ReplyDelete Replies Drew StevensonSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:59 AM I believe the missing "..." Suggests that they meant to refer to the losses against inflation since the last wage step increase. Thus this contract does not allow us to recover the buying power lost to inflation since the last non contract or "0%" year. Add those up and compare against the proposed increase and you see that by the end of the contract, we won't be able to afford the same value of goods (loaves of bread, watts of energy, litres of gas) that we could at the end of the last contracts term. It was not a comment about wages that were lost in the strike. Those are really small potatoes when compared to the grinding power of inflation over years and years. The next contract will use this latest for a bench mark so these losses to inflation will grind at all teachers for as long as they teach. A death of a thousand cuts to our ability to afford basic goods and services. Any raise less than inflation is a cut to the value placed on us and on our ability to pay our bills. Delete Reply Ed SSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:09 PM Having lost $20,000 (including summer school wages) as the single income for a family of five is far too much; I will be voting YES to the deal, unless the independently wealthy teachers out there who wish to continue the strike will pay my bills and mortgage for me.ReplyDelete Replies Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:14 PM I feel ya. Yes for meDelete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:18 AM Ed S. With all due respect (and I mean that), how did you lose $20,000 in the strike? Teachers were out 2 weeks (all out) before they were supposed to be in June, and now 3 weeks for the start of school? It is my understanding that teachers don't get paid through the summer months. Please correct me if I'm wrong, wherever I'm wrong. Shouldn't you have been financially alright for the summer months at least? Also all teachers knew this strike had a possibility of extending into the new school year but no one teacher budgeted for this possibility? I'm truly just trying to get a clear picture of where this all stems. NO disrespect intended.Delete BlairSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:12 AM Kelly, not Ed but if you look at the numbers there was the 10% lockout haircut in May/June plus the loss of most of June and the loss of much of September. In our 1 teacher (1 non) household we calculated a $9 K - $10 K loss so far. If you add summer school earnings you can easily make the loss in the $20 k zone. As for budgeting, we budget for the summer, but did not expect the 10% haircut, nor the loss of June/Sept days which completely messed our budgeting calculations. A very good friend (single teaching mother) was crushed by the loss of the June income and is without a penny today.Delete Mr. SmoothSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:35 PM The only one who didn't get a haircut was Jim Iker... and he needs one more than anyone else. What's with that over-coiffed 70"s mullet Jim? Does wonders for the BCTF brand image!Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:55 PM Jim's hair is not open for discussion in a respectful space like this. As for his salary, he is a teacher who does not get paid when we are on strike.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:04 PM Totally agree!Delete Reply Mr. GSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:24 PM If I thought they could do any better I would agree with voting NO, but you have to be realistic. The BCTF does not use professionals to bargain and always ends up with much less than they promise the membership when asking for a strike vote. While this is not a great deal for teachers, I really think you're fooling yourself if you think it'll get any better.ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:02 AM BCTF needs to be replaced with younger more adept representatives and advocates. Also, we should be hiring professional contract negotiators - you don't go into battle with cut throat corporate types with a wooden knife. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:37 PM This is BAD deal! Say NO to it and show those (expletives) that we will not take it anymore! Come on! Show them that teachers have a spine! They will respect us, oddly!Delete Reply retaSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:51 PM I agree with Richard. Those in the public that are uniformed would be furious, and there are many teachers who just can't afford to use their wages as their voice any longer - too much has already been donated to the government. In my opinion, the deal is pretty lame. I am sitting on the fence.ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:24 AM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:26 AM So true!!! I cannot afford to fight this battle for public education any longer. Why is this my personal and professional obligation??? However I think this deal is weak weak weak. I also think its the best we are going to get. Ideologically I'm on the fence but my wallet will vote YES.Delete Reply SirThinksToo MuchSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:54 PM My wife and I will be voting "Yes" on Thursday for it is the middle path. The easy path would have been for us to go back to school with E-80 & E-81 over our heads. The difficult path would be for us to vote "No" and put our mortgage at risk and having to continue asking retired parents for handouts to feed a family with three kids. The middle path is the wisest choice for us considering the current political climate in which those who do not teach are the quickest to judge it harshly.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:41 PM I understand that this is really tough for you! I almost died teaching a few month ago. I had to quit. Please consider holding on and say no. Remember the short loss in salary will be offset in the LONG-RUn by better salary increase. This is a joke! They will be laughing at you even more if we accept this. This is a very bad deal! However, I do respect your position!Delete Reply DaleSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:16 AM Why would classroom conditions be better on October 9th after being legislated back? We have been outplayed because of our stubborn refusal to outdated, tired old tactics. It is because of these actions that have led us to this terrible deal. Time to reset, regroup and stock up for the long haul. Can't do it if half the members commit hara kiri on themselves. We are a union of professionals not a cult. ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:49 AM Could not agree more.Delete schreck!September 17, 2014 at 9:44 AM Could you please advise which tactics you believe could have been used to secure a superior deal?Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:47 AM Full disclosure: I'm a BC Liberal supporter. The only people who would benefit from a NO vote are the BC Liberals. Teachers would be bargaining with no leverage whatsoever and would be viewed by a large segment of the population as unreasonable. The BC Liberals then get portray themselves as the only party capable of dealing with the BCTF. schreck! says that the BCTF has the government on the ropes, but he couldn't be farther from the truth. The government wants people to view the BCTF as their primary opponent. Disputes like this just shore up the BC Liberal base and protect its right flank. Any half-baked recall campaign will only reinforce that. It's true teachers aren't going to recoup the lost wages from the strike. I would suggest to you that that means this job action was probably not in teachers' interests, especially without any sort of appreciable strike fund. This is the best deal teachers were ever going to get with this government and people should have been able to recognize that in June. If you want my advice (which you probably don't), it would be to spend the next 5 years building up a strike fund, electing better leaders, and hiring a professional negotiating team. Don't bring a knife to a gunfight and expect things to go well. Focus on getting the best deal you can from whoever the government is rather than trying to change the government, the HST, Kinder Morgan or a thousand different issues that distract from education and erode the union's finances further. You'd be doing yourself a favour, and probably doing the NDP a favour at the same time. Also, if schreck! is David Schreck, you can thank his opposition to STV for the last two BC Liberal majorities. I know I do.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:11 PM One step would be to stop making political contributions to the NDP. This only contributes to the childish animosity and lack of trust that has constantly characterized negotiations. How else can the Socreds/Liberals view teachers except as enemies when they so publicly support their opponents. This stupid confrontational immature approach has to STOP!!!!! Education should not be a political fight when it is so obviously a valuable benefit to our society. It was an NDP government that legislated teachers back to work in 1993. Stop making education a political fight.Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:10 PM I don't think they have to go that far. CUPE and the Nurses still contribute to the NDP yet they don't have the same acrimonious relationship. CUPE and the Nurses just make their members their priority, and broader advocacy second.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:55 PM Ryan (possibly a Liberal paid commenter), with all due respect, I disagree with you. The cumulative increase in lieu of this will be better. Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can. I say to Iker, ask for 6% over 3 years because these people love to play the 15% over 15 year game to make it so big on the surface. Some people think that this is 15% every year. Believe me! I have seen it in comment sections. Others believe that the 15% is too high not understanding that they must divide things over the duration of the contract. It is time that we play it smarter. It is time to put the foot down and ask for money given to us by other unions, if it is needed. Banks can accept one late mortgage payment. It would be suicidal for them to not help. Imagine the possible damage if that ever leaks out. They could lose a lot in teacher money. I for one would pull my money out of a bank in support! Teachers are going to show this government that we have a spine! Enough is enough! Aren't you tired of being treated like kids? (Retired teacher who almost died in a car accident because of work conditions that were horrendous. I had to quit.)Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 AM Not paid by the BC Liberals. I pay them actually... :/ I imagine astroturfers of any affiliation wouldn't disclose their bias. "Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can." How did that work in May 2013? If the teachers reject a contract that their own union endorsed, it will make teachers seem unreasonable. Whether that perception is true or fair is irrelevant. It's what will happen, and teachers will be weaker as a result. Take my advice. Build up a strike fund and focus on the internal governance of the BCTF for the next 6 years. You'll be better off for it. Or not. I don't mind you or others making it easier for the party I support to get elected. I'd just rather not see kids and teachers hurt in the process.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:37 AM Ah! The "don't-hurt-kids" card, hey, when you have underfunded education for 12 years! WOW! That takes the cake! Are your trolling? Oh! You are serious? :) Would you be surprised if I don't follow your advice, considering your lack of logic? Would you be surprised if others don't follow your advice? It is ttue that bullies like you and your ilks love to show who is the boss, who is the teacher now! I suspect that is at the root of the problem! No one wants to fail in school! No one wants to get the strap! Sad that today's teachers don't like it too! But, who cares, we are ... teachers! We deserve it! BAH! BAH! BAH!Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:22 PM That's fine. I look forward to another 16 years of BC Liberal government.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:41 PM 16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate! Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan! Sociopaths do that!Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 9:35 AM "16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate!" 16 years of our opponents still don't understand why they lost. Like I said, that's fine with me. If I said the Liberals would be in power for at least another 13 years back in 2004 you probably would have laughed too. Heck, if I told you on May 13 last year that the BC Liberals would be reelected on May 14 you'd probably have laughed too. And you were wrong. Why is that? Answer that question if you want the NDP to win the next election. Without a correct answer to it, the NDP's cause is hopeless. "Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan!" You feel they are flawed, and that's fine. I don't go around calling people who disagree with me sociopaths, nor do I accuse them of being paid shills. But I also don't feel much need to address your ad hominems. There are logical arguments to support your position, but argumentum ad hominem is not one of them. It's a textbook logical fallacy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 1:15 PM Ah! Now I get it! It is all ego-based! You think because you voted the winning party that you are a winner and we are losers! You think because you predicted that the Liberals would win, you are winner. That does not make YOU a winner or the Liberals! It is called DEMOGRAPHICS, you expletives. The baby boomers are getting old and because they have more assets and won't make a whole lot more for too long, they need to vote a govn't who is going to do just that! It is not rocket science! WOW! You think you are so superior when your party stole an election with 47% of the popular vote. That's not a majority and your party should not have been elected. BTW, did you delete from your ethical memory the words Ethnic voting scandal? The field is slanted and you know it. However, you are so willing to minimize, forget the scams and bad fairplay tactics like a sociopath is allowed to minimize or ignore his or victims emotions that you don't see that you are the loser, we are the victim of your constant bullying. 1% wage increases after years of 0% increases and you can justify that when Yahoo reports that the average Canadian can hope to get 2.5% this and next year: https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html You Liberals behave like fascists, but we can't call you that because that's not allowed! Well! Guess what? It is and you are. Live with it! You keep on dreaming you are a genius! :) I am retired, getting soon a nice pension, and laughing at you from a beach somewhere! AHAHA! Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 2:14 PM What's with the name calling Peter? For someone claiming to be retired you really don't show the wisdom of age. For someone who talks about logic, you use logical fallacies like ad hominems a lot too. It's a fair point that the BC Liberals didn't get a majority of the vote (and I'm a very big supporter of electoral reform). The BC Liberals + Conservatives did though, and I don't think it's realistic to expect the BC Conservatives to have been more generous had they been part of government. Last time I checked I just voted. I didn't "victimize" anyone. Perhaps your rage is misplaced. If you think the election was "stolen" I'm afraid I have to question your grasp on reality though. "Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?" I'm glad you'll have a pleasant retirement Peter. I have no ill will towards you. I'm not sure why you think I do. I'm not saying people were *right* to vote BC Liberal. That's a matter of opinion. All I'm saying is people *did* vote BC Liberal. More voted BC Liberal than BC NDP for the last 5 elections in a row actually. You need to understand why that happened in order to change it for the next election. Clearly you're not interested in that though. Which is fair enough. Just remember next time you're upset about something the BC Liberals do that your lack of interest is part of why the BC Liberals get elected at all.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 3:23 PM I love your culture --or the lack of thereof! Guess what, stop thinking averybody is white and must follow your little rules. Namecalling? Sociopath? Whaaaat? And, what if you are? Still can't call you that? :) You fascist right-wingers are big on censorship! I just don't like you giving us lessons on how to get the NDP in. As stated, people are voting right of the NDP because it is a matter of demographics and a little ethnic vote buying on the side. The rest is mumbo jombo. Yes, of course, they will have to go on strike in the future and yes they will have to build a strike fund. The Liberals stole that from the BCTF too! And, you wonder why I don't have any respect for them? Yes, electoral reform is needed! We agree!Delete Reply JJ GeorgeSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:46 AM As a parent, I support the teachers and respect whether they choose to vote yes or no. However I noticed a discrepancy here from other information I've read regarding prep time for elementary teachers. Here it states minimal improvement to prep time - only 10 minutes per week being added. Elsewhere I read that it is 100 minutes per week for prep, increasing by an additional 10 minutes in the final year. That is a significant difference, and worth noting. Or have I completely misunderstood?ReplyDelete Replies Anne-MarieSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:59 AM Elementary teachers currently have 90 minutes of preparation time per week so an increase to 100 minutes per week is only gaining 10 minutes. In other provinces and some private schools they have as much as 45 minutes of prep time per day.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:56 PM Thank you for inquiring!Delete DW ZSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:57 PM You're right JJ George. There is a significant difference around the province regarding preparation times. In my district elementary teachers currently get 100 minutes of prep time. This new proposal is useless to me. I'll have to wait 6 years to gain an extra 10 minutes. Delete Reply UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:11 AM Almost nobody gets cost of living adjustments. Also inflation is NOT 2%. Do some research and look at the CPI for BC over the last 24 months. The average over the last 2 years is 0.7%, not 2%. The CPI changes every month so you cant just look at the highest month and declare that THE inflation rate. Check out the 12 month averages document for the actual numbers. http://www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/StatisticsBySubject/Economy/ConsumerPriceIndex.aspx All that being said I support the teachers. if you think this is a bad deal as a parent my dream would be for the teachers to vote no but continue bargaining because I do think the kids need to be in school and I do fear that the teachers will lose all support if the strike continues. All I ask as a parent is that you do your own research and try not to be swayed by all the opinions. ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:01 AM Inflation for August was 2.1% (http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/economy/cpi-report-expected-to-reveal-rise-in-canadas-core-inflation-rate/article20593943/). The CPI is a year-over-year calculation.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:43 AM Inflation should be looked at as a yearly average, not an individual month.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:34 PM The lawyers do not believe we have compromised our court deal. Our leadership would not have sold us out. We dodged a bullet. The Premier had something loaded even if we are not sure what it was. The idea that we could simply return to work is not guaranteed. I think a no vote could easily lead to the Liberals locking us out again because the Premier wants to crush us and she will use any excuse. She did not want to take the advice of her people and do this deal. I am certain a plan for drastic action (where we have to take the concessions they had planned) or worse - was in place. We can't guarantee the press will do any better job explaining the complexities should we say no. They rarely sided with us in markets outside of Vancouver where people are more political and they often misled or allowed others to mislead. They are not helping and would sensationalize. This would see dissolution of support very quickly - especially if we asked for wages. (Though admittedly it angers me that we can't ask for wages without being accused of being greedy when that is what most bargaining units do). But we have argued this is about kids and while this is not ideal - it is better to have teachers than not. The deal does suck in that it does not bring us to par - but this fight needs to be won with a strategy that is political and capacity will do that in another round. We have some support - but it is limited to the choir. We need to have the pews too. We need to build that capacity while working and continue to find allies because the fight is bigger than most people want to consider. This is about ideology and about privatization. Education always was political but never more so than now and we have to fight this party or the conservatives who would do the same or worse. No teacher who is responsible can ignore the politics any longer. That is simply the truth. If you work in the system you better get informed and you better be prepared to fight until retirement for the system. That said, I want to ask the same question others are asking: Why is this the job of 42,000 teachers and not the job of all citizens who want equality to fight for this right? It is time (while the conversation is still on-going and up to and including election night) for us to guide the public where we can but mainly play our part by not propping the system up. Make poverty known. Make noise about shortfalls, ask questions (in the media or in board offices ) about who is going to fix it instead of paying ourselves, volunteer some but wait for the pubic to step up so they see what schools lack. I hate the deal too. But I trust Vince Ready and Iker and I don't think we could have done better right now. I think we dodged a bullet because I have read everything this government has put out and followed the trail. They plan to privatize and they are just looking for the route. Voting YES for now does not mean we are giving up. It does not mean a win in the way we wanted but we have won a battle that will lead to us winning the war. If we don't rest up and stock up we might not get there.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:57 PM Well, if it is bigger than just this battle, then we will need ALL the unions to strike if they do indeed use drastic (draconian) measures. I say it is time for ALL of the unions to call a general strike. I guarantee that they will not like that one bit. What will they do then? Call the army? :) People in Europe, at the end of the 19th century stood up in mines. General strikes do occur in Europe and have. If you think you had it tough, think of them who stood tall for US in tougher times and conditions. Make sacrifices. Sell furniture. Tutor on the side. Ask for the BCTF money. Ask your banker to help. As friends and relatives. If we say NO, it won't last long. If they legislate us back, let's call a general province-wide strike of all unions. Delete Reply Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:47 AM Between CC's smug smile as she celebrates slaughtered teachers and Jim Iker's goofy grin - seemingly unaware that he has been a willing puppet, I am thoroughly disgusted. Over the next 5 years, teachers will be in an increasingly bad situation financially, classrooms will continue to be too large and complex with increasing medical, social and environmental issues impacting academic delivery. It could not be less obvious that things will continue to worsen. The Liberals have ensured that BC is rapidly becoming the Canadian Monaco for rich off shore interests and wealthy corporations. Soon the underpaid "workers" will have to be bussed in daily to Vancouver - Asian style. The only recourse is to move to just about any other province and bring in up to $100,000 more over the six years with much less cost of living. So we are bailing, encouraged by friends who have gotten positions in Manitoba and Alberta. My colleagues and I discovered through contacting several school boards across Canada that specialist (special needs and behavioural) and secondary science teachers are in particular demand. I want to work in a professional, respectful environment where the needs of all children are considered a priority and where I feel inspired to do my best. However, I want my vote to reflect the wishes of teachers who will be here over the next 6 (5) years, so very much appreciate your blog and opportunity to read the comments.ReplyDelete Bert SlaterSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:11 AM To vote YES will throw away 12 years of effort, and 2 victories in BC Supreme Court. To vote YES will be to snatch defeat from the jaws of victory. If you vote YES what bargaining power do you think you will have - the government will do nothing, and then what do you think you will do - take job action? PLEASE VOTE NO.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:59 PM Time to show you have a spine!Delete Reply RodSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:06 AM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Cool HandSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 AM Wouldn't a 'No' vote be a vote of no confidence in the BCTF itself?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:02 AM Not at all. It is just a message to the leadership we need to do better. The strength of the union is the members, and we support the leadership by giving them direction through democratic means.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:40 PM I disagree. How else can a recommendation by the EC to vote yes be interpreted? Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:00 PM I am sure people will interpret this both ways, but it is a vote. If it is supposed to be a "Yes", because it might be interpreted one way, then why bother having a vote?Delete Kate TSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:07 AM Yes , it would be. I don't think we could come out much better than this with this government. How will a No obtain that? Christy will be happy, she can declare the BCTF gone and roll out her plan to privatize. Delete Reply David DeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:06 AM A no vote would be a rejection of a the court victories defied by the government and an inadequate deal containing some vague promises that won't meet the needs of teachers or students on class size and other important issues.In Ontario elementary teachers get 200 minutes of prep time per 5 day cycle. I know there is financial hardship, but the union has received close to $2 million in donations from other unions; is there no way of accessing hardship funds? At minimum, vote no and return to work on work to rule with various strike options.ReplyDelete Erica JonesSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:25 AM This article actually makes me so mad. It is NOT better for the kids that they have missed almost all of june and all of september. This is what you signed up for in BC as a teacher. Get on board or GET OUT.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:20 PM Is this really what teachers signed up for? At my high school, each class has about 30 kids, with an average of 17 kids per classroom with an identified learning disability. Our district says that there should be no more than 4 kids per classroom.. How do you expect non-specialist teachers to help each student when over half of them require more resources because of a learning disability? Furthermore, are you generalizing the "better-ness" to all the kids in BC? Because I don't think that it would be better if kids went back considering the learning environment isn't up to par. There are barely any Education Assistants, and support teachers for the multitude of children who need them. While I recognize and appreciate your enthusiasm for education, please realize that the public school system isn't a daycare. Also, please think about your words and the learning environment prior to speaking out. By the way, we're not an autocracy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:08 PM I can understand your frustration! Understand mine! I almost died at 7:30 pm one night returning from teaching a FI split class with several students who did not get enough support or no support at all. The principal expressed to me that he expected me to teach 2 different social studies programs and 2 different science programs. ANYONE I talked to knows that this is impossible to do, especially in French Immersion when kids get no support at home and books are often too hard for students to read. I had to quit my job. I did it for me and did it for the kids. I was like a surgeon who is asked to operate on 5 patients with an old scalpel with 2 inexperienced nurses. Predictably, 4 patients would die and I would be reprimanded! Teachers are put in terrible conditions and kids too. I hope you have the openmind to consider the reality of this honest personal anecdote. I also wish you to understand that this is likely not an isolated incident. What will it take? A kid to commit suicide because he or she is not getitng enough support?Delete Reply hilarySeptember 17, 2014 at 10:29 AM It is incorrect to equate lost funding with what the teachers would have received in grievances. The two are not equivalent. The starting position of the BCTF was $225M, so they never expected $3B to resolve grievances. I'm also interested to know where you get your figures on overcrowded classrooms. A recent Globe and Mail article says that classrooms are, on average, smaller than the caps set in 2002.ReplyDelete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:36 AM The signing bonus should be roughly $2500 each: 105 million divided by 41 thousand.ReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:53 AM It is not that simple. The $105 million is to be allocated by the union. The term "signing bonus" has been crossed off on the signed document. Some of that money may be used to pay union debts. Don't know this but clarification would be useful.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:16 PM Just quoting from the CBC news website, "And finally there are details of $105-million fund to settle grievances stemming from the ongoing court case. The BCTF says that money will be given out as a signing bonus, with specific amount yet to be determined."Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:34 AM I think it would be smart to put at least part of it into your strike fund.Delete Reply WheelsSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:55 AM If the money is used as a signing bonus, it should be based on FTEReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:12 PM Yes I am sure it will be based on FTE. The question is how much of the $105 Million is actually distributed. This is up to the union, and I am told that it is yet to be decided.Delete GuruSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:44 PM And don't forget all the retired teachers who are entitled to a share of it.Delete Reply Geoff OrmeSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:18 PM In another discussion of this someone suggested that under BC Labour Law a no vote means rejection of the proposed deal, and that means the strike continues until either: - the union in question elects to stand down - another tentative deal is presented or - the government imposes a legislated contract. I think the last of these is the most likely, and I believe the legislated contract would be draconian and brutal. What do you think, Tara? Also, I would appreciate your thoughts on Sandy Garossino's comments at https://storify.com/Garossino/should-teachers-accept-the-contractReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:14 PM If this is so, in a few month (likely a couple of years), teachers will win so much more with a Supreme Court judgment! It is possible that the Liberals know that the higher courts are stacked by Liberal judges (that is what happen when judges are chosen, not elected). In any case, a negative settlement (or not a great judgment) will galvinize the public to reform the way the Supreme court judges are being chosen. I doubt that any govn't will want that to happen. A legislated contract will make the LIbs look like sociopaths and dictators.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:47 PM Peter I think you are expecting far too much from the public, many of whom are only paying attention to this matter due to kids being home from school. The public are not remotely this savvy on the political process.Delete Reply IslanderSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:09 PM I am a continuing education teacher. We have it even worse and we are not listened to enough about our poor conditions. Those include no prep time (and we do have to mark and do report cards many times a year sometimes and commonly for 30 students in a class), travelling to different schools with no compensation, and having next to no breaks in between 3 hour classes. I worked for two years with no lunch break and taught 6 hours straight (just 15 min. breaks) to be told, "don't complain since there are others who will do it". We then got 15 min. breaks in between classes. Most of our students are wealthy immigrants, many who try to stay in classes as long as possible since the classes are free. After spending a year in Germany, I realize how better organized it is where the immigrants pay to learn the language on a sliding scale, and have to pay for a student book as well for each class. We do not even have text books, but photocopy so much at tax payers' expense. This is not right. I then teach summer school since we were not on a 12 month continual salary and most of those students are also immigrants (at least 75%). This is also free and it is becoming so common and the new immigrants know this is free babysitting and tutoring. I think one main problem is that we have so many new immigrants in our classes who need ESL like this article states about our inclusion style of education nowadays: http://www.vancouversun.com/life/Shelley+Fralic+trouble+with+schools/10203596/story.html I am honored to be teaching and like my job, but it does get exhausting especially since I need two or three jobs to pay the mortgage that I now no longer have.. back to renting since it all I can afford in this city that has become so expensive. And many don't realize that it is very very difficult to get to full time work as a teacher here. There was a formula that made it take about 10 years to get to f/t (now finally changed). I have been without pay for 3 months, and now had to finally rent a place in anticipation of returning to work, so I have to vote "yes", but please keep the comments coming for what alternatives we have. Maybe we have to just educate the public in a better way than picketing; maybe get out and walk around malls and talk to people and hand out pamphlets on how this liberal government is hurting this. Most Asians (probably just the new who are from such a different system) are already against the teachers since they do not seem to understand what is going on. http://www.vancouversun.com/Business/asia-pacific/Chuck+Chiang+Many+Asian+families+place+blame/10202757/story.htmlReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:17 PM First of all, myn thoughts are with you! I think your ideas about using different strategies is smart. Picketing is not a very good strategy to let people know about things. I think using the membership to flood media comment sections would be more effective. Going to talk to the public might be a good idea along with this, I think. Phone the BCTF and ask for support.Delete Reply Marsha HolleySeptember 17, 2014 at 1:36 PM A teachers wife Vote no you have come to far to back down. It is a -----Y DEAL. ReplyDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:45 PM Ask yourself WHY teachers cannot get 1/2 of the average increase in salary of the private sector? (The Libs will tell you because there are sooooooo many teachers, but I also hear that there are provinces where there is a need for teachers!) TORONTO - A new study says that Canadians, on average, can expect about the same size salary increase next year as in 2014. Human resources consultants Pal Benefits says a survey of 401 organizations, mainly in Ontario, Alberta and British Columbia, projected salary increase for 2015 at an average of 2.79 per cent. That was almost unchanged from the 2.74 per cent average increase projected in last year's survey. Meanwhile, in addition to the average salary increase remaining relatively steady year over year, the survey found that the percentage of employers who plan to freeze salaries appears to have stabilized at eight per cent —in the same percentages as was projected in 2014. Breaking down the numbers further, the survey found the average salary increase anticipated in the engineering, financial services and high technology sectors was three per cent. That compared with an average of 2.5 per cent on the low end for organizations in durable manufacturing. https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.htmlReplyDelete "Mama Rose"September 17, 2014 at 9:12 PM I used to agree with you, Tara, and appreciate you bringing these items to your blog to get us all thinking. But after a very long night and day of research and discussion, I realize I will be voting yes tomorrow. Here is why: I don't care about salary or benefit increases. That is not why I went on strike. I don't care if this tentative deal is not good for teachers. That's not why I went on strike either. For me, the single most important issue is class size and composition. I want to work in a classroom where I have enough time and resources available to me to adequately help all the students I teach. And while it is true that this tentative deal will not change anything in the classrooms right now (or at least most of our classrooms), I realized that we couldn't actually make changes in that area because the issues of cs and c is before the courts. When I made that connection and realized that this round of bargaining was really about a "good enough" agreement regarding wages, then the deal seems, well... good enough. BUT, the best part, is the language the BCTF legal team made around the furture court decision (the re-opener). They have it in writing that if we win the court case (which is likely) and when we have to start bargaining class size and comp again (that is exactly what Justice Susan Griffin said we would have to do) we will be STARTING from the 2002 levels. To make this simple to understand, I explained it to my friends using a number line. With this new language, the BCTF starts the next round of bargaining at say a 50. The government will want us to go to 10 or 15, and we'll compromise and end up maybe 25. But WITHOUT that language, we would have started bargaining at a 10 and only gone down from there. So I do believe it is the best deal possible, it still factors in the biggest issue (from my perspective), we do not lose the important gains of the past, and most importantly, everyone gets to go back to school.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 PM Mam Rose, I appreciate your point of view and your courage. However, let me point out to you and the readers that a decision at the BC supreme court might not turn out the way teachers anticipate. We all know that judges are appointed and who does the appointing? "All justices of the BCSC (including the position of Chief Justice and Associate Chief Justice) are appointed by the federal cabinet, on recommendation of the Minister of Justice. Masters are appointed by the provincial cabinet, on recommendation of the Attorney General in consultation with the Chief Justice." (Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Supreme_Court_of_British_Columbia) Now, I would like to think that all of those people are objective, but they are appointed and we know that there are political appointments. They have a lot of discretion over the laws and judgments. I am willing to bet that the BC Liberals do know this and are betitng the farm (or do they know something we don't know) that the Supreme Courts are stacked against teachers? So, I am not sure if we can count on a WIN if we proceed with the court ruling. I think we would be better to negotiate and negotiate a better deal.Delete Reply retaSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:57 AM Yes...no...yes...no...The last two days have been this. I’ve read so many articles and comments over the past few months and, I can say, I have learned a lot. I know this is not a great deal for teachers right now. I will be voting yes. This is why… 1. The children. Without going into the multiple issues (e.g., grad, post secondary, trades, sports, global education/trips, planned activities, those with varying degrees of special needs, those that need a soft place to land, etc., etc.) the children need to get on with their education. 2. The parents. For many parents, this strike is a financial burden. We do not like to be called baby sitters, but for many living below the poverty line, school is a financial relief. Winter is coming; gas bills will be expensive. 3. Poverty. Remember, BC has the highest child poverty rate in Canada. Schools feed and clothe numerous children. 4. The other systems educators work collaboratively with. MFCD, CYMH, foster parents, group homes, and the multitude of non-profit agencies that support vulnerable children and families are bursting at the seams. We are a part of that team. 5. CUPE. While some have been paid during this strike, that money is coming from districts. It was not provided by the government. And, CUPE is a partner in education - from the bus drivers to the tech dept to custodians to secretaries to EAs and so on. 6. Small Businesses. In our little towns, the school district is the number one employer. There is a direct cause-effect relationship between loss of wage and loss of business. 7. Money. The amount of money that is needed to reverse the erosion of the public education system over numerous years cannot be recouped in one sitting. This agreement is a start. It’s not much but the stage has been set. 8. THE COURT CASE. That is why we were on strike. All the other stuff could have been resolved months ago, but our government was working hard to make the court case go away. Well, it still exists. I consider that the victory. We live to fight another day (as rhetorical as that sounds) AND I hope people actually read the ruling and think critically about how a loss could impact the future of the Charter of Rights, and the power of government to contravene those rights. I am guessing we will vote to ratify as so many fear “what’s next?” from this government. It’s nasty business, and I think legislation would be next. VALUING PUBLIC EDUCATION needs to come from a STRONG, CONSISTENT public voice. If we do ratify the agreement, and those in the profession and public think we've given up, we have not. We’ve been fighting for years. We just haven’t been heard… until now. ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:21 AM I understand your point of view, but sometimes you have to fight to get what you want. This is a VERY bad deal, considering: Other people get on average 2.5% salary increases last year and this year and the next and the rest of us get 1% and must feel happy if we do.? (https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html) THIS DEAL is a horrendously BAD deal for kids/parents as well, of course. We are going to continue to be humiliated and be the laughing stock of many people of this province. After a decade of paycuts, WOW, this is what they are willing to offer! WOW! WOW! WOW!Delete Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:30 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Reply Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:37 PM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:08 PM Let's cross our fingers! I think we need a general strike by all unions if CC legislates teachers back. It is time to put the foot down and tell her and the Liberals that, as in the movie Network,"I am mad as hell and I won't take it anymore!"Delete Reply Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 8:26 PM Needs help on some stats for an online debate Looking for the last 10 or 15 years of contractual salary increases in %. So, 1% for 2001, 0% for 2002,...ReplyDelete Children FirstSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:00 PM Well it's all done now. Really hope the teacher's can find another angle to deal with class size and composition as well as student funding. The government will make sure the coming court case never swings your way no matter what. 2nd most expensive place to live in the the world!!! Wonder why and where the money goes??? ReplyDelete AnonSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 PM I'm an outsider, but have followed closely this whole fiasco and this is a RAW deal. Your union hung you out to dry on this one - taking a really bad deal (clearly no one from the BCTF had rudimentary math skills in their toolbox) and then publicly encouraging to the media that teachers accept the deal....what choice did you have - a no vote would have outraged the public. I could go on and on, but the bottom line, in my opinion, is that your union better get some stronger leaders who are PR and technology savvy. Out with Iker and the rest of those who bargained on your behalf - they just got ......well , we know that happened. Whew, can't even believe how screwed you got, absolutely amazing - nothing meaningful gained in the big picture and only very minor gains for a small group of people, bigger losses for the majority.. Wow - I better stop now. Best of luck. Thanks for all you do for our children. ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ▼  September (9) Reflections on the BC Teacher Strike BC Teacher strike - Lessons learned Response to Sandy Garossino Will the Education Fund improve classroom conditio... Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Class composition: a human rights perspective Class size and composition - a short visual histor... Guest post - I WILL HOLD THE LINE Teachers - let your leadership know it is time to ... ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/01/should-bc-teachers-get-salary-increase.html?showComment=1327627646057,Staffroom Confidential: Should BC teachers get a salary increase? Myths & Realities Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Saturday, January 7, 2012 Should BC teachers get a salary increase? Myths & Realities NOTE: There is an updated version of this post for those of you reading it in 2014! BC teachers are in contract negotiations asking for a fair deal. What do we mean by fair exactly? Teachers would like improvements in three areas: class size/composition, salary and benefits, and changes to the bargaining structure. As far as class size, we want only what was taken in 2002. We want the government to go back to the class sizes in place at that time and restore the funding so Boards can achieve this. For bargaining, we want to negotiate more items locally with our elected Boards. This facilitates diversity, community involvement, and local programs and solutions. It is not a cost item and is how teachers used to negotiate in the 1990's - very successfully. For salary and benefits, teachers want to "keep up" and "catch up". What do we mean by that? We want to keep up with inflation, and we want to catch up with Canadians in other provinces. Teachers in BC now rank 8th in salaries across Canada, despite the fact that our cost of living is one of the highest and that BC weathered the recession better than most other provinces. BC has been out of recession since 2010 and is forecasting moderate growth for the next year. Unfortunately, the government's position has and continues to be 'net zero'. The government claims that taxpayers cannot afford increases to public sector wages and that wages must remain flat because the government is running a deficit. Do these arguments make sense? Are they justified? Or should teachers receive a wage increase? Here are my answers to these questions. Myth #1: Teachers should not get a wage increase because of the government deficit Reality #1: There was no deficit when the Liberals took power in 2001. Through a series of income tax cuts and corporate tax cuts, the Liberals went from a surplus to a deficit. Yes, the recession of 2009 impacted government revenues. But not as much as tax cuts have. Moreover, the government has found plenty of money for spending when it feels the spending is a priority. There was money for the BC Place roof ($500 million). There was money for the Olympics (over $1 billion). There was money for smart meters ($900 million). There was money for new government network systems ($1.2 billion to Telus). There seems to be plenty of money for the CEO's of crown corporations like BC Ferries (David Hahn's pension value - over $10 million). The fact is that the government is using the deficit that it created as an excuse to take money away from public services and the people who provide them. The money is there. It is a matter of priorities. It is simply unfair to make one group of workers pay for a deficit created by tax cuts to other people and corporations. Private sector workers are seeing increases. Other public sector workers are seeing increases (for example, Vancouver police with 8.8% over 33 months). Why should one group be singled out? Moreover how is it fair to make middle income earners pay for tax cuts that disproportionately benefited the wealthy and corporations? It just isn't. Myth #2: The 'net zero' wage freeze is fair because it impacts all public sector workers Reality #2: Only those workers covered by the Public Sector Employer's Council are impacted, and that does not include all public sector workers. Fire fighters are not under 'net zero'. Police are not under 'net zero'. Even school Superintendents are not under 'net zero'. Nurses are not under 'net zero' because they negotiated in 2009, supposedly before the 'net zero' mandate was implemented, but certainly at the height of the recession. How is it fair that these workers can negotiate increases and other workers can't? Myth #3: BC teachers already have high salaries Reality #3: After five years of university training, BC teachers begin with a wage in the low $40's, if they are full time. Many teachers only get part time work for the first 3-5 years of their career. It takes ten years of full time work to reach the maximum salary, which is about $75,000 for most teachers. BC teachers rank 8th in Canada compared to teachers in other provinces. A teacher in BC earns on average $20,000 less than a comparably experienced teacher in Alberta and $15,000 less than one in Ontario. Yet BC has the highest cost of living and the highest housing prices in the country (http://www.theprovince.com/business/City+house+prices+continue+ascent/5943834/story.html). Myth #4: 'Net zero' isn't a pay cut, so it is fair Reality #4: In September, when the new school year began, year over year inflation was at 3.2% according to the Consumer Price Index. When teachers got their first paycheque of the year, they had 3.2% less buying power. This is what matters. This January, teachers, along with other workers, will see increases to their CPP payments, their EI premiums, and their MSP premiums. Many contracts have automatic cost of living increases, but ours does not. Without any increase, teachers will fall behind. Myth #5: Teachers are asking for too much Reality #5: Teachers want to keep up with inflation. Teachers want to catch up with their colleagues in other provinces. Teachers took four years of zero increases since 1998. Teachers traded salary for smaller class sizes and those class size provisions were later eliminated. It is perfectly reasonable to ask for cost of living increases and wage adjustments to catch up with our Canadian colleagues. Myth #6: Teachers are asking for $2 billion Reality #6: The true number is probably many times less. BCPSEA (the employer) made many erroneous assumptions in order to come up with a hyper-inflated costing number. For example, they assumed that every single teacher would take their full bereavement leave entitlement every single year. In fact, teachers often take bereavement leave once or twice a decade or once or twice in their whole career. They assumed every teacher would take extra sick days if they were available. In fact, we know from Statistics Canada that teachers take an average of 7.7 days per year which is already less than their entitlement, so increased entitlement would only be used by a small percentage of teachers who become very ill. The assumptions used by BCPSEA were unrealistic and result in highly inflated costing estimates. They are not justified and do not reflect the true cost of the proposals teachers have put forward. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 4:17 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 25 comments: AnonymousJanuary 8, 2012 at 10:00 AM Thank you for this post. I think it should be sent as "letter to the editor" to newspapers in major cities in BC to inform those who see government figures or reports and take it as truth without questioning it. Well done!ReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 8, 2012 at 1:11 PM Excellent summary of our situation. "Even school Superintendents are not under 'net zero"; SD59 Superintendant sent a letter to parents saying gross modo that we were (teachers) selfish and without social empathy toward public sector for not swallowing the "net zero" !ReplyDelete Donna in BurnabyJanuary 8, 2012 at 7:45 PM Thank you!ReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 8, 2012 at 9:09 PM Well I have come from Alberta and previous Ontario and Your teacher need to better then other provinces. You are way behind Alberta in education. My daughter in October of her grade one year knows more then mine son has in his second year at a BC school. You need to fix something in your school system because you are falling behind. In the 2 and half years my daughter has been in the BC school system she is at the same reading, writing and math. I know why people homeschool and put their kids in the private school system, the public is so broken it can't complete with the rest of Canada.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousJanuary 17, 2012 at 6:50 PM How can you tell if your children are at the same level when you cannot spell, use appropriate grammar or form a proper sentence????Delete AnonymousJanuary 26, 2012 at 8:21 PM Teachers cannot be held solely responsible for your child's lack of progress. It would appear as though you could benefit from some additional education. Where were you educated? I agree with Anonymous, learn to spell and form a proper sentence before giving your opinion on the state of education. Thanks for wasting even more of my prep time on your uneducated and ignorant point of view.Delete AnonymousFebruary 29, 2012 at 5:25 PM Wow - I think that the original author has a legitimate complaint. I have a graduate degree and I completely agree that the level of education my children have received in the public school system is deplorable. AND REALLY - if someone is illiterate or unable to formulate a sentence correctly on a blog post does that mean that his/her child does not deserve a proper education! GIVE ME A BREAK - and please refrain from making personal attacks on people who voice a contrary opinion. It only demonstrates your small mindedness.Delete Reply AnonymousJanuary 8, 2012 at 10:28 PM I think you mean: I came from Alberta and previously Ontario, and teachers in BC need to teach better than other provinces. You are much behind Alberta in terms of education. My daughter knew more in October of her grade one year than my son, who was in his second year enrolled at a BC school. You need to fix features of your school system, because you are falling behind. In the two and half years my daughter has been enrolled in the BC school system, she has remained at the same level of reading, writing and math. I now know why people homeschool their children and enroll their kids in the private school system. The public system is so broken that it can no longer complete with the rest of Canada. - A BC public school teacherReplyDelete Replies AnonymousJanuary 23, 2012 at 12:55 PM I think you mean "compete" not complete. And you're a teacher?Delete AnonymousJanuary 25, 2012 at 7:10 PM Wow. How petty. An entire paragraph is corrected with one spelling error in the final sentence and you decide to focus on it as being the "issue with teachers". What has our society come to? Signed a Fellow BC TeacherDelete AnonymousFebruary 11, 2012 at 7:19 PM I taught in Ontario before moving to BC to teach and I don't see a whole lot of difference. There are good and bad teachers in both places. In fact, BC has stricter education requirements, I had to go back to get a few more undergrad courses.Delete Reply AnonymousJanuary 9, 2012 at 7:24 AM I live in SD 59 and the letter the superintendent sent home did not say that teachers were "selfish or without social empathy." ~ParentReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 9, 2012 at 1:58 PM Quote: From superintendent SD#59: "...With regard to the strike, some of the confusing information parents are receiving sounds like the teacher's strike is about the size and composition of classes, or the resources that are available for students with special needs. That is not true. The issues around class size and resourcing have been separate and are "NOT" part of the bargaining. The full focus of the BCTF strike demands is about wages and benefits that are approaching a price tag of 3 billion dollars. That is a 75% increase, at a time in the economy that the Province has told all union the overall settlement of their bargaining cannot increase cost to the Province. Moreover, 3/4 of the public unions have settled contracts under those rules." These 2 paragraphs speak by themselves about how teachers are perceived by the superintendent.ReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 9, 2012 at 2:01 PM http://www.pssg.gov.bc.ca/psec/disclosure/disclosure10-11.htmReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 10, 2012 at 8:51 AM Please send this wonderful article to a newspaper so some of the nasty myths can be dispelled. Awesome job!ReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 25, 2012 at 4:52 PM A great letter... I agree that this should be sent to every newspaper in B.C. as well as made into an infomercial on t.v. Why wait for an election?ReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 26, 2012 at 4:23 PM Myth #7: Teachers are the only workers affected by "net zero". Reality #7: Over 16,000 members of HSA (Health Sciences Association of BC) have been crippled by the "net zero" policy. Wages for HSA members in BC are upwards of 8$ an hour less than other provinces in Canada. The last contract forced upon HSA members was highlighted by a 0% wage increase, and a loss of 1 vacation day per year. So no, teachers, you are NOT the only group of workers being forced to pay for corporate tax cuts. Were you there to support other public sector employees last year when they were trying to fight "net zero"? I didn't think so.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousJanuary 26, 2012 at 8:22 PM Agreed! I am in HSA, and sorry, but I can't support these demands by the teachers. Frustrating to me to see the 'it's not fair' comments. Sounds like children. Life isn't fair, we are a country and province in serious financial difficulty. Cuts need to be made. I absolutely support putting money into increasing numbers of teachers, and adding support teachers and SEAs . If I want to make more money, I could move to Alberta and earn $8-10 more an hour too, giving me a significant raise but I choose to live here. It's always greener on the other side, and everyone thinks they are the ones hard done by. I work 37.5 hours a week, but actually in my office 40-42 hours and I don't get overtime pay. I choose to do it because I love my job and want to do the best I can for my patients. I take classes and go to workshops to enhance my job, on my own time and I pay for it myself. I use my vacation days to attend work related conferences. HSA's contract is also set to expire and we already had 0% wage last contract. I'm not expecting any better this time around. That's life, it's not always fair. I just appreciate that I have a job that I love that pays a decent wage ( which is slightly less than a teachers wage). Maybe there are just a whole lot of teachers with very little personal job satisfaction.Delete KarenFebruary 17, 2012 at 10:15 AM Job satisfaction! Try keeping 30 students at the edge of their seats for 5 hours a day, daily!! Attend meetings(special needs, counseling-requested meetings, parent-requested meetings, department meetings, staff meetings, Health and safety meetings,etc.) mark, prepare, field phone calls, supervise, prepare report cards, participate in extra-curricular activities,answer student concerns after classes; type/prepare/photocopy learning /testing materials for students (no secretarial time for us!); mentor, clean our boards, put up our chairs, manage the learning materials in our classrooms (put away the books, clean the lab equip. fix the musical instruments, organize the gym equip., ensure safety in the woodworking/auto and metal shops etc.), put up display boards, order books/educational materials,take first aide training at our own expense, etc.) No one-to-one with down time, bells dictate our time usage (coffee break? designated lunch time? not always possible); daily emotional 'baggage' children/students bring to the classroom must be dealt with in a calm and supportive manner; AND, Administrative Officers that add to the intensity of our day. (Some are very supportive; others add to our stress by being judgmental, giving little support by keeping communication lines blurred, not making themselves available, not taking control and leading but hiding behind their desks, etc.) We earn our keep!! And, we can't go up the capitalist ladder - 'more students doesn't mean more money; it means more work!' No compensation for using our own books, driving students with our own cars (we must 'up' protection on our personal car insurance to protect them in case of an accident) We only rely on the good nature of our govt. and the public to support us. Where are you? If you think you can do the job better, for cheaper, 'step up to the plate'.Delete Reply Tara EhrckeJanuary 26, 2012 at 5:27 PM Hello Anonymous, I have always consistently opposed net zero for ANY public sector worker, not just teachers. I absolutely agree that no group or groups of public sector workers should be singled out unfairly. I also believe we should all be rejecting the wage freeze. With respect to support, teachers in my local put up picket signs when HEU was facing wage cuts and I absolutely agree we need to be supporting each other. Please see my blog posts on this subject, including HSA in particular, from last year: http://staffroomconfidential.blogspot.com/2011/02/in-labour-newswill-hsa-vote-no-campaign.html http://staffroomconfidential.blogspot.com/2011/03/why-bc-government-wage-freeze-is.html This article was reposted on an HSA member site here: http://our-union.org/2011/03/29/why-the-bc-government-wage-freeze-is-indefensible/ I also wrote about opposition to net zero from Vancouver Island University workers and Langara College workers: http://staffroomconfidential.blogspot.com/2011_03_01_archive.html http://staffroomconfidential.blogspot.com/2011/04/langara-versus-wage-freeze.htmlReplyDelete UnknownFebruary 2, 2012 at 8:21 PM Actually, the cost of the Olympics was closer to $7 billion, once you factor in the cost of the Canada Line, the Sea to Sky Highway, and the new Convention Centre. On a related note, the deficit in 2008, amortized over 3 years, stood at $3 billion.ReplyDelete AnonymousFebruary 12, 2012 at 10:43 AM I am a parent in SD#35 and I am so impressed with my children's school and with the hard work that most of the teachers and adminstrators put in at that school. They are still getting a quality education, even throughout job action.The teachers are commincating with my husband and I on their academic progress, and my daughter is on the Grade Six basketball team which practices after school and at noon hour 3 times a week! I support a wage increases for my children's teachers because I want them to be able to keep up with inflation and be paid what professionals make in other provinces. We need to pay our teachers and other public sector employees what they deserve, or els in the future, we will not attract good people into these professions or be able to keep them in our province. Isnt this what is happening in the nursing industry? The Lower mainland is one of the most expensive places to live and we have to face the fact that if we want an educated community, then we have to willing to pay for it. A concerned parentReplyDelete AnonymousFebruary 24, 2012 at 4:00 PM I am a parent in south Delta and I must say that I am impressed with the communication that we have been receiving from my son's teachers at Delta Secondary. I think that teachers should get a raise at least to the level of inflation, but with all due respect to teachers, I cannot see where or how you feel that you should receive large increases. You are I think quite fairly paid for your job and you do not have the very real pressure for measurable performance that so many in the private sector face. Having said that, those people in the private sector are not getting the types of raises you are asking for and many of them would be happy with just getting at or near the inflation rate this year. I think that if you want to be paid very well then you will need to get into the private sector where you will face much more performance pressure, you will have 3-4 weeks off per year, there will be no such thing as overtime pay if you are salaried and if you don't perform adquately or well, you will faced with possible termination. You will have no effective job security unless you perform. So I think you have it quite good, better than anyone I can think of in most respects, with the exception of pay, which as I said I think is quite fair. I say this with great respect for your profession.ReplyDelete AnonymousFebruary 25, 2012 at 10:37 AM I am a very excited Teacher Candidate that will finish my Bachelors of Education this year. I am interested in this profession because I love it! However, my student loans are over 30 grand and I do not own a car, or a house. I am repeatedly being told that there are few jobs out there and the ones that are out there pay significantly less than a retail job I held before my Bachelor's degrees (per hour). I keep my optimism up because I know I am going to be fantastic at this job but it is hard to look past the fact that I will not be able to afford a house, a car and raise children on my income any time soon. Thank-you current teachers for fighting for those of us who want to join your ranks!ReplyDelete AnonymousFebruary 28, 2012 at 8:10 AM Great article Tara. And a great big THANK YOU for all of your hard work!ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ▼  January (13) How to reduce income inequality BC Schools: A decade of choice, a decade of declin... What is fair and reasonable? Twitter tale - Consultation, Minister Abbott style... Alberta teachers in negotiations BCTF presents reduced set of proposals School boards discuss 'net zero' Will grouping by ability mean re-segregation? BC teachers describe workload issues at bargaining... BC public sector enters 2012 bargaining Superintendent of Greater Victoria received 10% wa... Should BC teachers get a salary increase? Myths & ... A year in review: waking the sleeping giant ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7128,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 1, September 2005 Classified advertising TRAVEL/VACATION QUEEN CHARLOTTE ISLANDS. Fabulous "mothership" kayaking, wilderness adventure, unforgettable experiences. www.island.net/ ~archipel or 1-888-559-8317. LADYSMITH WEEKEND GETAWAY! Vancouver Island, beautiful beach & kayaks included. Perfect location for craft retreats. Robin Smith 250-245-3777. www. members.shaw.ca/merrywidowsbeach SILVER STAR mountain chalets and suites. Luxurious ski in/out accommodation. Private hot tubs, fully equipped kitchens, gas F/P. Avail. year round www.alpinechaletrental. com or pmmunroe@shaw.ca HOME AWAY FROM HOME Beautiful Lake Okanagan View Homes, available by the week. 250-494-0872. GABRIOLA ISLAND winter rental. 5 acre tranquil hideaway, 1900 sq.ft., fully furn. & equipped, phone, cable, high speed internet, gas F/P, hydro, studio, hot tub, workshop. Available Oct.20—Mar.10/06, all amenities nearby. $1000/mo. all incl. 250-247-9842 or e-mail alexclarkson@shaw.ca WHISTLER Alta Lake, waterfront, 1 bd. condo, sleeps 4, 1 km to village, FP, TV/VCR/ DVD. summer/winter rates, 604-298-2070. WHISTLER GETAWAY. Pinecrest Estates, 5 bd., 1400 sq.ft. cabin, sauna, deck with BBQ, fully-equip. kitchen, DW, WD, wood stove (wood provided). Rates from $175/nt. (seasonal) glush@shaw.ca or 604-936-3346. BLACKCOMB Luxury 2 bd/loft, 3 bath, sleeps 7, ski-in, ski-out, 604-940-0156. WHISTLER Village North, 2 bd. deluxe townhome. 604-531-6847. View at www.whistlervacationhome.ca. WHISTLER Condo. Sleeps 4, views, close to village, all amenities. 604-943-9423. SKI WHISTLER BLACKCOMB luxury condo sleeps 4 or 5, pool, hot tubs, ski in/out. Book early! www.at-blackcomb.com 604-929-6589 WHISTLER ON THE LAKE 1 bd. newly renovated Tuscan style condo right on the lake. Swim in summer, skate in winter, 3 min. drive to village. Sleeps 4, fully stocked. Call Carol, cell: 604-209-7220. WHISTLER Deluxe 1 bd., village, 2.5/bed, Creekside, rates $69+, salij@shaw.ca WHISTLER Townhouse, sleeps 8, fully equip. 604-985-7669 or Gary 604-669-7212. KIHEI, MAUI. Large selection of fully equipped condos. Great beaches. Near shopping centre. Call Alf, 604-291-1751, F: 604-291-9773, kihei@telus.net. MAUI. Privately owned, beautiful fully furn. 2 bd., 2 bath condo across from Kamaole beaches. Great complex, Great location. 250-598-6955, F: 250-598-6965. PALM SPRINGS. Double-wide mobile in Palm Desert next to College park. Pool. $1500/mo. (US) $450/wk. 250-828-1984. GRANADA, NICARAGUA Discover this beautiful Spanish colonial city and little known country. B & B run by retired BC teacher. For information contact carolannrea@ hotmail.com TRAVELLING TO SOUTH AMERICA? Need to learn Spanish? You can do both in Colombia. Board & Room provided. Comprehensive and flexible programs. Guided tours. Contact Marta Gallego, BC certified teacher, 604-420-7417, e-mail bhladchu@telus.net BUCERIAS MEXICO Privately owned, beautiful fully furn. new 2 bd., 2 bath house. Two blks to fantastic beach. Rooftop palapa with panoramic view, weekly & monthly rates. 250-748-4883, email cindyharvey@telus. net PUERTO VALLARTA Beautiful, large, 2 bd. furn. condo, downtown, 3 blks from the Malecon (beach). Reasonable wkly rates, N/S, dbemc@hotmail.com, 604-608-4268. MEXICO 2 bd. suite, sleeps 4. Ten minute walk to beach. www.casaserena.net VACATION IN MEXICO this Christmas. Combine this year’s Christmas break with the adventure of a bicycle trip and relaxation of a beach holiday. Join us for "The Manzanillo Bicycle Tour." All abilities welcome. Options for non-riders. You’ll visit areas where few other tourists travel as well as spend some time at the beach. For full information about this unique Mexico experience, call Les or Barb at 604-536-4089 or email thelommels@ shaw.ca MEXICO. Beautiful Sayulita, 35 min. north of Puerto Vallarta airport. 3 bd. house, 2 blks from beach, 1 blk. to town center. Ideal for families, small groups. Regular rate $450 US/wk. http://sayulitarent.freespaces.com or email bnapaloni@yahoo.ca FRANCE. Ultimate vacations, privately owned, beautiful furn. 1 bd. central Paris. Provence lovely furn. house close to Avignon. Wkly/mthly. 604-738-1876, 604-298-3904, i_roland@hotmail.com SW FRANCE Charente, chambre d’hotes, peaceful countryside, wonderful for hiking/ cycling; located outside Aubeterre-sur-dronne, one of France’s "prettiest villages." Contact cotswold@coulter.plus.com ENGLAND Cotswold Cottage: www.cotswoldholidaylets.co.uk   FOR RENT VANCOUVER Clean, bright, quiet, centrally located condos at Robson & Bute. 1 bd. $85/single. Daily/weekly/monthly rates. 604-608-4268, dbemc@hotmail.com. WINTER IN VANCOUVER False Creek South, waterfront apt., 2 bd., 2 bath, 1200 sq.ft. furnished, balcony. Available Dec. 15/05 to April 15/06. 604-732-0462, $1,395/mo. aebutler@telus.net   MISCELLANEOUS MASTER OF EDUCATION (Special Education) by coursework offered by Flinders University in S. Australia is recognized by the B.C. Teacher Qualification Service. The degree is available entirely in distance mode. Applications are invited now for commencement of study in 2006. More information at: http://ehlt.flinders.edu.au/northamerica or from the program co-ordinator, Bernice.Burnip@flinders.edu.au USE YOUR MOUSE to find your house! www.carollivingstone.com, Victoria, Sooke or Sidney. Thinking of buying or selling, click on Victoria’s top real estate web site, free reports and MLS listings with full addresses. Call Carol and discover how to save with her teacher’s discount. Carol Livingstone, B.Ed. Re/Max Camosun, carol@carollivingstone.com, toll free 1-800-663-2121 or 250-744-3301. NEED A NEW OR NEWER VEHICLE? I make vehicle shopping easy, saving you time and money on a Sale, Lease, or Purchase. With a background in education I can listen and understand what is imporant to you. Check our web site and give me a call. Bill Sloan, Vehicle Agent, Prime Source Lease Group, 250-592-0879, email bsloan@shaw.ca, www.pslease.com YOUR BLUEPRINT FOR "WILD" CLASSES Teach your children about Burns Bog. Book a tour! Buy a book! Buy a video! For rates and prices contact: Burns Bog Conservation Society, 604-572-0373 or 1-888-850-6264, www.burnsbog.org TEACHER EXCHANGE. Secondary media/ photography teacher working in Perth, W. Australia, interested in a teaching exchange for 2007. Teachers in the BC area email me and I will forward details regarding my house and school, etc. natalie.1.clews@det.sa.edu.au SPIRIT MEDITATION CLASSES 604-461-5511, Port Moody, www.veraciswellness.com CANADIAN TEACHERS OVERSEAS Building bridges through education and travel. Contact: Carol Baird-Krul @ 250-247-0077, cbairdkrul@shaw.ca. Experienced overseas educator, proven placement advisor. FIND A TUTOR web site. Designed for tutors looking for clients and parents/students looking for tutors. Free 2 month trial for tutors wishing to advertise. www.findAtutor.ca Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/LATA/lata/intro/scholarships.htm,scholarships     Each year, LATA is pleased to offer a $500 scholarship to a deserving individual wishing to further his/her education in the area of learning assistance or special education. First priority will be given to members of LATA, including currently practicing learning assistance teachers, classroom teachers preparing for integration and inclusion, and graduate or undergraduate students preparing to enter the learning assistance field. Applicants must be BC residents. Preference will be given to those applicants taking special education courses for credit, then summer learning assistance courses or special education institutes or workshops. Demonstrated financial need will also be a consideration. Deadline to apply for the 2012-2013 scholarship is April 30, 2012. Click here to download a scholarship application form. Updated October 22, 2011)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2011/10/bc-government-proposal-for-class.html?showComment=1317787621077,Staffroom Confidential: BC government proposal for class composition is "rationing" Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, October 4, 2011 BC government proposal for class composition is "rationing" I hope no-one is fooled by the BC Government proposal to address class composition announced in yesterday's Throne speech. It is unfair, unequal, and perhaps unconstitutional. See the announcement here: http://www2.news.gov.bc.ca/news_releases_2009-2013/2011EDUC0082-001253.htm The government has proposed a limited fund to address supporting students with special needs and class composition. The amount in the fund would be in the "tens" of millions. This is a far cry from the $275 million per year removed in 2002 (which is more like $330 million in today's dollars). It is insulting to both teachers and the students of BC that this government thinks it is OK to "remedy" their mistake with just one tenth the amount of funding. Probably the only reason there is any money on the table is because a BC Supreme Court found their actions in 2002 unconstitutional. But the courts also identified $275 million per year as the amount removed. If the government can afford $930 million on Smart Meters, then it can afford $330 million for students and public education. Equally as problematic is the process of a "fund". In my view, once a child is designated with specific learning needs, they have a constitutional right to educational services that meet their specific learning needs. But in the "fund" model, a limited (and too small) amount of funding would be available so that only some of the students' needs would be met. Teachers and/or parents would have to "apply" for funding and state their case about why their situation was the "neediest". Under this model, some students would be denied services. Teachers and parents would have to spend time "making the case" for services AFTER they had already gone through the process of testing and designation and writing an individual education plan. Only some students and classrooms would be funded. The School Act states that every individual education plan must be implemented. This is how it should be. Once specific needs have been identified and a plan to address those needs is developed, that plan should be fully funded in order to implement it properly. This includes a suitable classroom composition and class size to ensure the teacher has time to address the plan. It also includes adequate numbers of specialist teachers to provide individual one-on-one teaching. Prior to the Liberals changing the special education funding formula and removing class size limits in 2002, this is basically how it worked. Different designations resulted in different levels of funding and often were specifically assigned to a particular child. Class size limits and class composition limits ensured that for every class, the variety of needs in the class and the size of the class was manageable for the teacher. Ratios of specialist teachers to students ensured each specialist teacher would have adequate time to spend with each student on their caseload. When these protections were stripped away, students and teachers paid the price. Students no longer were automatically provided the services they needed. Teachers were overwhelmed with complex needs and larger classes and a massive increase in workload. The government needs to ensure that every single child has their needs fully met. This cannot be done through a competitive "fund" that would end up serving only the "neediest". Such a system is simply the "rationing" of an inadequate provision of educational services. And such a competitive symptom will ultimately pit students, parents, teachers and administrators against each other, as each advocates for different sets of students. So on top of failing to provide adequate supports, this system would exacerbate relationships and create an unhealthy competitive climate. Imagine the equivalent in health care. You are tested and identified with an illness. But your family doctor is forced to apply and "make the case" for you to receive specialist services from a limited "fund". We don't run our health care system this way and we shouldn't run our schools this way either. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 2:32 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 3 comments: AnonymousOctober 4, 2011 at 3:55 PM Oh, but that is exactly the case in health care. If I require a Rx that is not on the Pharmacare list, my family doctor has to make the case that I need it. It's the same to see some specialists... the family doctor has to make the case.ReplyDelete Tara EhrckeOctober 4, 2011 at 4:29 PM Anonymous...getting the DESIGNATION is making the case for the need for services. That already happens. This would be like AFTER your doctor makes the case then only 10% of the referrals get service...only the WORST cases get service. Or if a medication came in limited supply and only the 10% of the sickest people got it, not everyone who legitimately needed it. Special ed funding has always been given based on an initial testing and assessment and designation by the Ministry.ReplyDelete Ian WenigerOctober 4, 2011 at 9:07 PM Christy Clark is negotiating through vague passages in the Throne Speech and George Abbott is bargaining through glib top-down ministerial announcements. But Gorgeous George has shown us some money, and there's way more where that came from. The money pot, as Tara says, is completely inappropriate; it is designed to drive students and families out of public schools once they lose the fight for scant funds. Teachers will never accept that and neither will parents. The Liberals are trying to once again monetize the basic demand--that they follow the judge's rule and restore the contract. Adrian Dix and the NDP education critic Robin Austin have pointed out the government's criminality in stripping contracts and breaking their own laws, and this is great. The next step for the NDP is to come out and publicly support that the 2002 contract has to be reinstated. And solidarity among our parent groups and other unions may not be as hard as one might think. Apart from the amazing events at Occupy Wall Street, where people are making new connections between disputes every day, BCers appear not very convinced that teachers need to be punished. The $175m offer may sound good to people who believe that teachers are just about the money. When that money is revealed as just a pot to feed the neediest children, however, such an appalling Dickensian image is just not in BC's imagination. I have been told, on 30 September at 14:50, by the BCPSEA's Facebook administrator that people who "focus on specific options available at this point is premature and simply intended, in our view, to generate anxiety." So essentially BCPSEA's PR team is dismissing anyone who thinks a lockout was ever near the table. Are these people for real? I'm feeling pretty optimistic and I think this optimism needs to be expressed with our own meetings with parents and other workers about the job action. People who want to save public education and stop the cuts need to start organizing themselves.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ▼  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ▼  October (16) Abbott's plan: some thoughts... Teachers upset with BCPSEA allegations and threats... BCPSEA's hypocritical application to LRB over BC t... Occupy Education Builds Momentum The "transformation agenda" for BC education? - fo... Big brother and the Ministry of Education How to judge a School Board candidate - by their r... Solidarity and the 99% - Why teachers should suppo... Occupying Education Abbott's plan: Drastic changes with no consultatio... Guest post: Tobey Steeves on Bills 27/28 - a perso... BCPSEA - missing the point on local bargaining We are the 99 BC government proposal for class composition is "r... A little interlude... BC School Trustees consider a teacher lockout ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
(20141007,www.engadget.com,http://www.engadget.com/2005/02/20/paris-hiltons-hacked-sidekick-releases-unedited-tell-all/,Paris Hilton's hacked Sidekick releases unedited tell-all Engadget Menu Engadget Reviews Features Guides Videos Galleries Forums Events Close username or email address password forgot username/password? remember me login or Connect with Facebook not yet a member of the Engadget community? sign up Sign Up Log In cellphones laptops tablets Headphones Fitness Cameras Consoles HDTVs routers Digital media players See more → More Features → More Videos → More Forums → More Events → More Guides → More Galleries → Reviews See more → Features More Features → Videos More Videos → Forums Events Guides Galleries MUST READ: Facebook's reportedly working on a mobile app for anonymity Paris Hilton's hacked Sidekick releases unedited tell-all by Ryan Block | | 9 years ago 0 Dude, could someone buy Paris Hilton an OGO or a Treo already? She had that Sidekick hacked once, and whether or not it's happened a second time, someone's finally pulled the data and posted it all up online. They managed to dig up dirty camphone shots (right alongside shots of her holding a baby and hanging out with kids—oh, Paris), her notebook, and her address book, which has had such high-brow, mover-and-shaker entries as: Christina Aguilera, Devo Aoki, Fred Durst, Jermaine Dupri, Vicki Gotti, Stephen King, David Lachappelle, Avril Lavigne, Lindsay Lohan, Bijou Phillips, Ashlee Simpson, Twiggy, Usher, and Vin Diesel. (We have a feeling she might not be getting some of those digits again once they've changed.) Anyone care to guess which ones she hasn't done a tape with? P.S. Nudity warning on link! Cover your eyes (but maybe peek just a little)! [Thanks to Tront and an anonymous tipster]  Comments Disabled Featured Stories Samsung Galaxy Alpha review: Samsung's most beautiful phone yet 1 day ago  0 Sony Xperia Z3 review: a classy flagship with great battery life 1 day ago  0 Blackphone review: putting a price on privacy 4 days ago  0 Moto G review (2014): still the best budget smartphone 4 days ago  0 Bose continues to take on Sonos with new SoundTouch speakers 4 days ago  0 Hands-on with Tesco's Hudl2 4 days ago  0 Hands-on with Nokia's Here Maps for Android 7 days ago  0 Compare Your Gadgets Instantly compare products side by side and see which one is best for you! Try it now → Sprint intros the Sanyo MM-5600 one megapixel cameraphone)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=15654,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2008 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 20, Number 6, April 2008  Looking back 70 years ago Parents are right in wanting the teachers of their children to be so abundantly alive that their vitality will be infectious. The men and women with whom their children spend five hours a day must be people of culture. They must be people of broad reading, of comprehensive outlook, of sound scholarship. Trustees want teachers who are in touch with the best and the latest thought on educational topics. They know that with disconcerting frequency a promising teacher dies upon their hands long before an undertaker can legally be employed. Without provision of sabbatical years, or some such system of leave, the problem facing trustees, parents and teachers will remain unsolved and insoluble. It is a problem which they have in common and which should be solved in co-operation. What are they going to do about it?   – May 1938, The BC Teacher 50 years ago The always-tricky question of how far the teaching profession is justified in going to press salary demands is getting another airing in British Columbia and doubtless teachers all across the country are looking on with interest. The teachers are seeking a boost in salary ranges from about $3,500–$5,900 to $5,000–$9,000 for secondary schools. The right to strike in the case of teachers and other persons in essential public services has been curtailed in many parts of the country. By supinely accepting their lot, teachers may—and, in fact, probably do--allow the teaching profession to become so unattractive that no capable young people will be attracted to it. And a shortage of teachers is certainly not in the best interests of the public.   – April 1958, The BC Teacher 30 years ago The United States has witnessed a major reorganization of the educational structure for students in the middle school years. The number of middle schools has grown from fewer than 500 in 1963 to more than 2,500 in 1977. The most common reason given for establishing the middle school was over-crowding. Before we embrace the middle school concept, we should be very clear about its projected goals, and plan sufficiently to ensure that it is correcting the educational ills that make it worth considering. Any change in the established pattern offers the opportunity to make fundamental improvements. In considering the middle school, we must be sure it can meet its goals, so that it does not become another development in education that failed to live up to its promise.   – March–April 1978, The BC Teacher 10 years ago It is wrong to connect school systems with short-term economic growth. Grade 5 students scoring well on math tests are not producing wealth. If school systems were responsible for economic prowess, then we would now be looking to American schools as models. I don’t see too many journals touting the virtues of hiring uncertificated teachers, neglecting inner-city schools, and valuing football over algebra. Schools are important in cultivating the skills that will enable students to contribute to the economy, but schools are far better at cultivating the attributes of citizenship and building communities that will sustain democracy in a diverse society.   – March 1998, Teacher newsmagazine Chris Bocking, Keating Elementary School, Saanich Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141006,www.facebook.com,https://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?s=100&p%5Btitle%5D=Poll+findings+shed+light+on+public+pressure+facing+education+dispute+negotiators&p%5Bsummary%5D&p%5Burl%5D=http%3A%2F%2Fpolitics.theglobeandmail.com%2F2014%2F09%2F17%2Fpoll-findings-shed-light-on-public-pressure-facing-education-dispute-negotiators%2F&p%5Bimages%5D%5B0%5D,)
(20141006,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2014/09/tentative-agreement-yes-or-no.html?showComment0751411001817262,Staffroom Confidential: Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, September 16, 2014 Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Despite what I know was a herculean effort on the part of our bargaining team, I very much hope that BC teachers will vote no to the tentative agreement. After five weeks of strike, and twelve years of legal battles, this is not the deal that will restore sanity to public education and it is not a fair deal for teachers and students. Just as teachers in Saskatchewan rejected a deal to ensure a better outcome, I hope BC teachers will consider a no vote to let our team know we have to go back to the bargaining table. Class size, composition The agreement provided a modified LIF fund starting at $75 million per year and increasing to $85 by the last year. It is for teachers only, which will mean a slight improvement in Districts where sizeable portions were spent on Education Assistants or senior District staff rather than teachers. However, in an average size District like Victoria (20,000 students, 1,000 teachers), this will translate into about 5-10 more teachers. That is one for every five schools. To put it in comparison, Justice Griffin's judgement estimated the lost funding due to lost class size language at about $330 million in current dollars. (Read more here about the proposed Education Fund.) I heard so many teachers speak up about the need to ensure that we do not return to over-crowded classes when the strike ends. This agreement does very little to alleviate what is the most pressing issue. Throwing away the court victory The agreement provides a "reopener" in the event we win on appeal our class size language. What this means is that the language returns, but is not implemented until new language is negotiated. Without the actual implementation of the returned language, there will be very little incentive for the government to bargain it back. We would essentially be back in the very same position we are in today, with government trying to bargain it out and us trying to bargain it back in. In my opinion, even if we were legislated back to work we would be in a superior position. If we won the appeal the government would then be forced to implement the language. We are thus throwing away our historic court victory and the bargaining pressure it potentially creates. The reopener is really only mildly less offensive than E80. In both cases, we have to bargain back what was illegally taken from our contract and the government will probably never have to restore it. In fact, the "reopener" creates the perfect opportunity for government to lock us out to try and force us to agree to something far inferior. Throwing away the remedy for the last twelve years The agreement provides $105 million to compensate for grievances over-sized classes for the last twelve years. Using Justice Griffin's estimates, our loss is roughly $300 million times 12 = over $3 billion. I cannot fathom how $105 million is a fair compromise. The BCTF's original proposal to put this money back into the system was a more fair and productive approach. This agreement means we can no longer go to the courts for a fair remedy. Wages The agreement is very close to government's original offer. While I would be willing to accept this if the class size language was returned, teachers should not be taking such a significant monetary loss without the commensurate gain in working conditions. We have lost roughly 12% of our annual salary. We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut. Minimal improvements There are very minimal improvements in preparation time for elementary teachers (10 minutes per week), and TTOC daily rate. The TTOC daily rate change may depend on your grid placement. It could actually be a wage loss for long term TTOCs who are above category 5 and step 7. There is also $11 million in health and dental benefits. At 40,000 members, this is $275 each. Hardly worth consideration in the context of the rest of the agreement. What next? There are a variety of options if we vote no. We can continue the strike. We can choose to return to work and continue bargaining. We do not, and should not, accept an agreement that doesn't meet our needs and doesn't meet the needs of students and public education. When Saskatchewan teachers rejected the first deal which had 5.5% wage increases over four years, the second deal had 7.3% increases over four years. They have said this still isn't good enough. For us, our main issue is classroom conditions. We need to say this isn't good enough. The way to do that is to vote no. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 7:48 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 124 comments: Troy MooreSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:17 PM The EC recommendation states the open clause will be argued from restored language. However, selling our grievances for nothing as the 105 million is strike savings, is plenty of reason to vote no. Further, no composition caps, but a fund controlled by Superintendents is enough reason to vote no. Thursday I will vote no.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:06 PM Re-opener also says "education fund" in place until new language bargained, so old language can disappear forever.Delete Reply Mme RousseauSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:33 PM Government starved us to death hoping we'd vote yes to whatever deal they'd offer. Planned it from the start.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:07 PM We can sill choose (collectively) to return to work if we reject this deal. Many options.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:09 PM Great analysis, Tara! I think that returning to work would be a bad idea. This will frustrate parents more if they need to find new ways to deal with taking care fo kids. USe the money given to you by the other unions. I am a teacher who had to quit for stress over the terrible condition of work (split FI grade 4/5, several low LD kids with little support, one severe with no support, 2 gifted (no support), and a principal who expected me to teach 2 separate social studies AND science programs)Delete Reply Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:56 PM Good points by all but the gov't succeeded in starving my family out and completly breaking us. I will be voting YES and live to fight another dayReplyDelete Replies schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:21 PM 'Fight another day'? In the last twelve years that we have been pushing back against this government, never has the tide tide been so much with teachers, class size/composition, and public education - and never has the government been pushed back onto the ropes (especially with the call for binding arbitration). What 'other day' is being proposed that we wait for? Now is the time. Vote 'no' and give the BCTF bargaining team a renewed mandate to get a decent deal for students and teachers.Delete Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:10 PM "Another day" means to wake up and realize that 2more weeks means my family of 5 could lose our home. It means I will do all I can to recall Cc, Factbender, and other mla's, and maybe even having "a guy I know" have a chat with them. In year 1 of their reign, I don't believe they even know what "the ropes" are. I will vote YES ...for my family, and I can live with thatDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:12 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply Karen FergusonSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:03 PM Just a question: When the Saskatchewan teachers voted no, had they already been on strike for 5 weeks?ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM No. They are working with no contract. They are not on strike.Delete Shannon DavisSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:23 AM I am a Saskatchewan teacher. We are not on strike; we are currently in the conciliation process after voting "no" to 2 previous offersDelete Reply "Mama Rose"September 16, 2014 at 9:27 PM Can we truly return to work without agreeing and continue bargaining? When I suggested returning to work a few weeks ago, the answer was "being on strike puts pressure on the gov't and without pressure they have no reason to settle." And can you explain more how legislating us back would be better than agreeing to this deal? And finally, why would the BCTF executive put forward a deal that was not a good one?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:30 PM Because they need confirmation of the resolve of the membership to get something better. That is what a no vote does.Delete Reply Troylana MSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:28 PM some great points to ponder, tara......thinking thinking....ReplyDelete schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:43 PM If we vote 'no' to the tentative deal we still have options: We'd not have a contract. But we could... a) strike with full picket lines b) partially strike with phase 1 (work-to-rule) in schools c) partially strike with periodic/rotating job action d) continue negotiating e) return to work and re-escalate strike f) some/all of the above ReplyDelete Replies Caroline MackenzieSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:21 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:14 PM a) will expedite matters (I say less that 3 days)Delete Reply danabjornsonSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:05 PM I am thinking that a legislated, crappier contract would only be in effect for 2 years max (before elections...). If we take this offer, then we will be agreeing to this pseudo-E80. Should we win the court case (which we likely will), we will have to settle on the terms of the THIS negotiated contract which doesn't actually restore learning conditions; it simply allows for those conditions to be negotiated. If we say n, then we default to the 2002 contract, which DOES restore the language. A "yes" vote is saying that we are good on "crumbs"; a "no" vote is saying we want an actual meal. That's my understanding, anyway. Please correct me where I am wrong, Tara. :)ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:44 PM And word is IF they legislate, they could opt to legislate back Grade 10-12 only causing the union to have to lay off all teachers and re-hire based on seniority. That will tear the union at the seams pitting teacher against teacher for those positions. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:17 PM There will be a general strike if that were to happen! They better not do this. They will regret it.Delete Reply imaginefunlearningSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:09 PM Some good points on the background of our fight over the past 12 years, which I have been actively engaged in; however we need to recognize the climate we are in. We are not in Sask. people! We have just come through a very long summer!! We need to thank our @bctf bargaining team & recognize the toll this has taken on all of us & our families. I don't have the luxury of more time on the strike line. This may be as good as it gets. Let's read the agreement and consider getting back to work and making some $ again! That's my 2 cents worth, which would come in really handy right now!!!ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:18 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply RobSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:11 PM Go back in work to rule mode. Work this winter to recall every Liberal MLA. ThAt is the only way to apply pressure to these criminals. ReplyDelete Replies Kate RestonSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:03 PM Recall! Not sure who won the battle but the war is still onDelete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:14 AM Well said Kate... I agree 100%Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:20 PM I think say NO and a better deal will be done in less than 3 days. These guys are not criminals, they are lower than that. I bet they get a sick pleasure in hurting the kids and the teachers.Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:31 PM An official recall is in the works: https://www.facebook.com/groups/316129595235450/?fref=ts Please consider joining.Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:26 AM Leah - do you honestly think anyone who voted BC Liberal did so thinking that they would act any differently on the education file?Delete Reply JJSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:16 PM I am glad to see other members who share my views. I am outraged at a 1.2 percent "raise" in salary per year that doesn't even meet inflation of currently 2%. I feel used and abused.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:23 PM Not to mention all of the other pittance! I am actually surprised that Iker asked teachers to vote on this! Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:18 PM Hi Tara Thanks for the summary! Will we be able to vote NO to the deal, but vote YES to returning to work? Will there be three options when we vote Thursday? Why did the BCTF agree to a substandard deal for us? If we vote no to a deal that was recommended to us, the teachers look like the bad guys and public approval will plummet. I am very disappointed and frustratedReplyDelete Replies KataSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:12 AM Public approval will not necessarily plummet. I have seen strikes where the membership has voted against the executive's "best results to date", and ended up with a better offer. This offer is an insult. The $300 million will not bring funding to the national average (I believe). More importantly, the wage offer is half of the average wage increase for public and private workers (StatsCan). Delete Reply MontySeptember 16, 2014 at 10:19 PM Thank you, Tara. My thoughts too, more clearly expressed. As well, Thursday is too soon to vote, too soon to vote, too soon to vote........ReplyDelete Richard ChalkeSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:21 PM Vote no and lose every shred of public support...just sayin!ReplyDelete Replies UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:31 AM I am a member of the public and would support a "no" vote. js!.Delete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:01 AM Richard Chalke, NO you won't! I am a mother with 3 adopted special needs children who need to be in a class that is designed for them and others like them (my kids are academically slightly delayed but their issues are more social and behavioural) where they can receive the education they deserve taught in a way they can comprehend. I will speak now for all the parents I know, and we will support the teacher's if they continue to fight for our children's best interest.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:28 PM It might not be pretty at first, but once we explain things (and I hope the Mandarin-speaking teachers flood the Richmond organization that voiced their concerns), they will back us. The 3 billions that the judge came to is the first I hear about. This should be stated to every newsmedia comment section in the province. Minimize pickets and flood those outlets with commenters, just like the Liberals do. Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:45 PM I am a member of the public and a single Mother of a child in the public school system. You will NOT lose one bit of my support if you vote no. I know that you are sacrificing so that my child can have a better education, and I am most grateful for it. Having said that, I also know that you are exhausted and broke. I have been dreading that you may have to settle for less than what you (we) deserve because the government succeeded in breaking you. I am not in your shoes, so cannot judge. If the vote is a yes, I understand and I am still behind you. Delete Reply Alison RocheSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:25 PM It is a crap deal. It's always a crap deal. Once you raise the stakes to striking, anything else is a cave in. The last time we walked out was the 3 day illegal strike where I threw away 1200$ and got EXACTLY the same contract I had the year before. The BCTF called it a win because they didn't rip up MORE of my contract. Ridiculous. There are a few of us that believe that working to contract, doing 100% of your teaching job and nothing more (like paying for supplies out of your own pocket or EC) is the only way teachers will survive this government. What if they get re-elected again? Then what? Teachers have lost thousands to these clowns to make "statements" about the state of public education in this province. We can't keep sacrificing ourselves and our families. And in the meantime, you talk to parents about why you have to take this crappy road. Because up until this strike they mostly didn't care about the state of education, but god forbid you didn't run a Sports Day. Then suddenly they wanted to know what the hell was going on. Keep the conversation going in schools. Attend your PAC meetings and stop enabling this govt to underfund and overwork the system. And still get paid!ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:20 AM I am very excited at the prospect of returning to my beloved job on Friday. However I will NOT continue to put my personal money into my classroom and I will be seriously reconsidering my involvement in extra curriculars. I think we shoot ourselves in the foot with all the unpaid work we so willingly volunteer to do. Delete Reply FCSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:38 PM I heard a rumour last week from a loose lipped government insider that after the 22nd, depending on the outcome of the negotiations the Liberals were going to announce a 3 step process. I was not clear if this was based on 3 steps to resolve the strike (perhaps the 3rd step is legislation??) or 3 steps to overhaul the education system, either way, they will settle it outright. I wish you all luck and all the information that you need to make a sound decision of what you feel is best.ReplyDelete Replies Lisa BurrowsSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:53 PM I have heard similar rumours. On the 23rd, the gov. was planning on introducing a $6000 per year voucher system for 3 choices: an academic or trades program, or something called EducationCanada. Not clear whether their intention was to privatize the public system, de-certify teachers and hire them back under new wage/benefits. Not clear where these rumours originated from. Maybe fear tactics to get teachers to vote yes. In any event, I plan on voting yes. I signed up to be a teacher, not a martyr. This strike has cost us a lot. We need to regain our livelihood and hopefully continue the conversation about class composition. We have at least awakened many people to the issue, and the court case is still an avenue that could eventually improve teaching and learning conditions.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:33 PM I urge all teachers to fight and say NO to this deal. Retired teacher who had to retire because horrendous work conditions. Make me proud. They will not last long if you say NO! I know this is tough, but there is money and I hear that Van City does offer loan at low to 0 %. Banks do allow you to miss a mortgage payment. Go talki to your banker.Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM Will school districts require teachers to make up missed days, as suggested in the media? Will the school calendar be changing to make up for the missed three weeks and if so will we be made aware of those changes PRIOR to the vote? ReplyDelete KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:41 PM "Wages..... We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut." And that is the cost of going on strike!!! There is nothing that can be done about that. You cannot go on strike and put up the raise you want every week to compensate for your time on strike - it doesn't work that way.ReplyDelete Replies Drew StevensonSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:59 AM I believe the missing "..." Suggests that they meant to refer to the losses against inflation since the last wage step increase. Thus this contract does not allow us to recover the buying power lost to inflation since the last non contract or "0%" year. Add those up and compare against the proposed increase and you see that by the end of the contract, we won't be able to afford the same value of goods (loaves of bread, watts of energy, litres of gas) that we could at the end of the last contracts term. It was not a comment about wages that were lost in the strike. Those are really small potatoes when compared to the grinding power of inflation over years and years. The next contract will use this latest for a bench mark so these losses to inflation will grind at all teachers for as long as they teach. A death of a thousand cuts to our ability to afford basic goods and services. Any raise less than inflation is a cut to the value placed on us and on our ability to pay our bills. Delete Reply Ed SSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:09 PM Having lost $20,000 (including summer school wages) as the single income for a family of five is far too much; I will be voting YES to the deal, unless the independently wealthy teachers out there who wish to continue the strike will pay my bills and mortgage for me.ReplyDelete Replies Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:14 PM I feel ya. Yes for meDelete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:18 AM Ed S. With all due respect (and I mean that), how did you lose $20,000 in the strike? Teachers were out 2 weeks (all out) before they were supposed to be in June, and now 3 weeks for the start of school? It is my understanding that teachers don't get paid through the summer months. Please correct me if I'm wrong, wherever I'm wrong. Shouldn't you have been financially alright for the summer months at least? Also all teachers knew this strike had a possibility of extending into the new school year but no one teacher budgeted for this possibility? I'm truly just trying to get a clear picture of where this all stems. NO disrespect intended.Delete BlairSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:12 AM Kelly, not Ed but if you look at the numbers there was the 10% lockout haircut in May/June plus the loss of most of June and the loss of much of September. In our 1 teacher (1 non) household we calculated a $9 K - $10 K loss so far. If you add summer school earnings you can easily make the loss in the $20 k zone. As for budgeting, we budget for the summer, but did not expect the 10% haircut, nor the loss of June/Sept days which completely messed our budgeting calculations. A very good friend (single teaching mother) was crushed by the loss of the June income and is without a penny today.Delete Mr. SmoothSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:35 PM The only one who didn't get a haircut was Jim Iker... and he needs one more than anyone else. What's with that over-coiffed 70"s mullet Jim? Does wonders for the BCTF brand image!Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:55 PM Jim's hair is not open for discussion in a respectful space like this. As for his salary, he is a teacher who does not get paid when we are on strike.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:04 PM Totally agree!Delete Reply Mr. GSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:24 PM If I thought they could do any better I would agree with voting NO, but you have to be realistic. The BCTF does not use professionals to bargain and always ends up with much less than they promise the membership when asking for a strike vote. While this is not a great deal for teachers, I really think you're fooling yourself if you think it'll get any better.ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:02 AM BCTF needs to be replaced with younger more adept representatives and advocates. Also, we should be hiring professional contract negotiators - you don't go into battle with cut throat corporate types with a wooden knife. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:37 PM This is BAD deal! Say NO to it and show those (expletives) that we will not take it anymore! Come on! Show them that teachers have a spine! They will respect us, oddly!Delete Reply retaSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:51 PM I agree with Richard. Those in the public that are uniformed would be furious, and there are many teachers who just can't afford to use their wages as their voice any longer - too much has already been donated to the government. In my opinion, the deal is pretty lame. I am sitting on the fence.ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:24 AM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:26 AM So true!!! I cannot afford to fight this battle for public education any longer. Why is this my personal and professional obligation??? However I think this deal is weak weak weak. I also think its the best we are going to get. Ideologically I'm on the fence but my wallet will vote YES.Delete Reply SirThinksToo MuchSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:54 PM My wife and I will be voting "Yes" on Thursday for it is the middle path. The easy path would have been for us to go back to school with E-80 & E-81 over our heads. The difficult path would be for us to vote "No" and put our mortgage at risk and having to continue asking retired parents for handouts to feed a family with three kids. The middle path is the wisest choice for us considering the current political climate in which those who do not teach are the quickest to judge it harshly.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:41 PM I understand that this is really tough for you! I almost died teaching a few month ago. I had to quit. Please consider holding on and say no. Remember the short loss in salary will be offset in the LONG-RUn by better salary increase. This is a joke! They will be laughing at you even more if we accept this. This is a very bad deal! However, I do respect your position!Delete Reply DaleSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:16 AM Why would classroom conditions be better on October 9th after being legislated back? We have been outplayed because of our stubborn refusal to outdated, tired old tactics. It is because of these actions that have led us to this terrible deal. Time to reset, regroup and stock up for the long haul. Can't do it if half the members commit hara kiri on themselves. We are a union of professionals not a cult. ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:49 AM Could not agree more.Delete schreck!September 17, 2014 at 9:44 AM Could you please advise which tactics you believe could have been used to secure a superior deal?Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:47 AM Full disclosure: I'm a BC Liberal supporter. The only people who would benefit from a NO vote are the BC Liberals. Teachers would be bargaining with no leverage whatsoever and would be viewed by a large segment of the population as unreasonable. The BC Liberals then get portray themselves as the only party capable of dealing with the BCTF. schreck! says that the BCTF has the government on the ropes, but he couldn't be farther from the truth. The government wants people to view the BCTF as their primary opponent. Disputes like this just shore up the BC Liberal base and protect its right flank. Any half-baked recall campaign will only reinforce that. It's true teachers aren't going to recoup the lost wages from the strike. I would suggest to you that that means this job action was probably not in teachers' interests, especially without any sort of appreciable strike fund. This is the best deal teachers were ever going to get with this government and people should have been able to recognize that in June. If you want my advice (which you probably don't), it would be to spend the next 5 years building up a strike fund, electing better leaders, and hiring a professional negotiating team. Don't bring a knife to a gunfight and expect things to go well. Focus on getting the best deal you can from whoever the government is rather than trying to change the government, the HST, Kinder Morgan or a thousand different issues that distract from education and erode the union's finances further. You'd be doing yourself a favour, and probably doing the NDP a favour at the same time. Also, if schreck! is David Schreck, you can thank his opposition to STV for the last two BC Liberal majorities. I know I do.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:11 PM One step would be to stop making political contributions to the NDP. This only contributes to the childish animosity and lack of trust that has constantly characterized negotiations. How else can the Socreds/Liberals view teachers except as enemies when they so publicly support their opponents. This stupid confrontational immature approach has to STOP!!!!! Education should not be a political fight when it is so obviously a valuable benefit to our society. It was an NDP government that legislated teachers back to work in 1993. Stop making education a political fight.Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:10 PM I don't think they have to go that far. CUPE and the Nurses still contribute to the NDP yet they don't have the same acrimonious relationship. CUPE and the Nurses just make their members their priority, and broader advocacy second.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:55 PM Ryan (possibly a Liberal paid commenter), with all due respect, I disagree with you. The cumulative increase in lieu of this will be better. Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can. I say to Iker, ask for 6% over 3 years because these people love to play the 15% over 15 year game to make it so big on the surface. Some people think that this is 15% every year. Believe me! I have seen it in comment sections. Others believe that the 15% is too high not understanding that they must divide things over the duration of the contract. It is time that we play it smarter. It is time to put the foot down and ask for money given to us by other unions, if it is needed. Banks can accept one late mortgage payment. It would be suicidal for them to not help. Imagine the possible damage if that ever leaks out. They could lose a lot in teacher money. I for one would pull my money out of a bank in support! Teachers are going to show this government that we have a spine! Enough is enough! Aren't you tired of being treated like kids? (Retired teacher who almost died in a car accident because of work conditions that were horrendous. I had to quit.)Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 AM Not paid by the BC Liberals. I pay them actually... :/ I imagine astroturfers of any affiliation wouldn't disclose their bias. "Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can." How did that work in May 2013? If the teachers reject a contract that their own union endorsed, it will make teachers seem unreasonable. Whether that perception is true or fair is irrelevant. It's what will happen, and teachers will be weaker as a result. Take my advice. Build up a strike fund and focus on the internal governance of the BCTF for the next 6 years. You'll be better off for it. Or not. I don't mind you or others making it easier for the party I support to get elected. I'd just rather not see kids and teachers hurt in the process.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:37 AM Ah! The "don't-hurt-kids" card, hey, when you have underfunded education for 12 years! WOW! That takes the cake! Are your trolling? Oh! You are serious? :) Would you be surprised if I don't follow your advice, considering your lack of logic? Would you be surprised if others don't follow your advice? It is ttue that bullies like you and your ilks love to show who is the boss, who is the teacher now! I suspect that is at the root of the problem! No one wants to fail in school! No one wants to get the strap! Sad that today's teachers don't like it too! But, who cares, we are ... teachers! We deserve it! BAH! BAH! BAH!Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:22 PM That's fine. I look forward to another 16 years of BC Liberal government.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:41 PM 16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate! Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan! Sociopaths do that!Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 9:35 AM "16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate!" 16 years of our opponents still don't understand why they lost. Like I said, that's fine with me. If I said the Liberals would be in power for at least another 13 years back in 2004 you probably would have laughed too. Heck, if I told you on May 13 last year that the BC Liberals would be reelected on May 14 you'd probably have laughed too. And you were wrong. Why is that? Answer that question if you want the NDP to win the next election. Without a correct answer to it, the NDP's cause is hopeless. "Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan!" You feel they are flawed, and that's fine. I don't go around calling people who disagree with me sociopaths, nor do I accuse them of being paid shills. But I also don't feel much need to address your ad hominems. There are logical arguments to support your position, but argumentum ad hominem is not one of them. It's a textbook logical fallacy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 1:15 PM Ah! Now I get it! It is all ego-based! You think because you voted the winning party that you are a winner and we are losers! You think because you predicted that the Liberals would win, you are winner. That does not make YOU a winner or the Liberals! It is called DEMOGRAPHICS, you expletives. The baby boomers are getting old and because they have more assets and won't make a whole lot more for too long, they need to vote a govn't who is going to do just that! It is not rocket science! WOW! You think you are so superior when your party stole an election with 47% of the popular vote. That's not a majority and your party should not have been elected. BTW, did you delete from your ethical memory the words Ethnic voting scandal? The field is slanted and you know it. However, you are so willing to minimize, forget the scams and bad fairplay tactics like a sociopath is allowed to minimize or ignore his or victims emotions that you don't see that you are the loser, we are the victim of your constant bullying. 1% wage increases after years of 0% increases and you can justify that when Yahoo reports that the average Canadian can hope to get 2.5% this and next year: https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html You Liberals behave like fascists, but we can't call you that because that's not allowed! Well! Guess what? It is and you are. Live with it! You keep on dreaming you are a genius! :) I am retired, getting soon a nice pension, and laughing at you from a beach somewhere! AHAHA! Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 2:14 PM What's with the name calling Peter? For someone claiming to be retired you really don't show the wisdom of age. For someone who talks about logic, you use logical fallacies like ad hominems a lot too. It's a fair point that the BC Liberals didn't get a majority of the vote (and I'm a very big supporter of electoral reform). The BC Liberals + Conservatives did though, and I don't think it's realistic to expect the BC Conservatives to have been more generous had they been part of government. Last time I checked I just voted. I didn't "victimize" anyone. Perhaps your rage is misplaced. If you think the election was "stolen" I'm afraid I have to question your grasp on reality though. "Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?" I'm glad you'll have a pleasant retirement Peter. I have no ill will towards you. I'm not sure why you think I do. I'm not saying people were *right* to vote BC Liberal. That's a matter of opinion. All I'm saying is people *did* vote BC Liberal. More voted BC Liberal than BC NDP for the last 5 elections in a row actually. You need to understand why that happened in order to change it for the next election. Clearly you're not interested in that though. Which is fair enough. Just remember next time you're upset about something the BC Liberals do that your lack of interest is part of why the BC Liberals get elected at all.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 3:23 PM I love your culture --or the lack of thereof! Guess what, stop thinking averybody is white and must follow your little rules. Namecalling? Sociopath? Whaaaat? And, what if you are? Still can't call you that? :) You fascist right-wingers are big on censorship! I just don't like you giving us lessons on how to get the NDP in. As stated, people are voting right of the NDP because it is a matter of demographics and a little ethnic vote buying on the side. The rest is mumbo jombo. Yes, of course, they will have to go on strike in the future and yes they will have to build a strike fund. The Liberals stole that from the BCTF too! And, you wonder why I don't have any respect for them? Yes, electoral reform is needed! We agree!Delete Reply JJ GeorgeSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:46 AM As a parent, I support the teachers and respect whether they choose to vote yes or no. However I noticed a discrepancy here from other information I've read regarding prep time for elementary teachers. Here it states minimal improvement to prep time - only 10 minutes per week being added. Elsewhere I read that it is 100 minutes per week for prep, increasing by an additional 10 minutes in the final year. That is a significant difference, and worth noting. Or have I completely misunderstood?ReplyDelete Replies Anne-MarieSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:59 AM Elementary teachers currently have 90 minutes of preparation time per week so an increase to 100 minutes per week is only gaining 10 minutes. In other provinces and some private schools they have as much as 45 minutes of prep time per day.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:56 PM Thank you for inquiring!Delete DW ZSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:57 PM You're right JJ George. There is a significant difference around the province regarding preparation times. In my district elementary teachers currently get 100 minutes of prep time. This new proposal is useless to me. I'll have to wait 6 years to gain an extra 10 minutes. Delete Reply UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:11 AM Almost nobody gets cost of living adjustments. Also inflation is NOT 2%. Do some research and look at the CPI for BC over the last 24 months. The average over the last 2 years is 0.7%, not 2%. The CPI changes every month so you cant just look at the highest month and declare that THE inflation rate. Check out the 12 month averages document for the actual numbers. http://www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/StatisticsBySubject/Economy/ConsumerPriceIndex.aspx All that being said I support the teachers. if you think this is a bad deal as a parent my dream would be for the teachers to vote no but continue bargaining because I do think the kids need to be in school and I do fear that the teachers will lose all support if the strike continues. All I ask as a parent is that you do your own research and try not to be swayed by all the opinions. ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:01 AM Inflation for August was 2.1% (http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/economy/cpi-report-expected-to-reveal-rise-in-canadas-core-inflation-rate/article20593943/). The CPI is a year-over-year calculation.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:43 AM Inflation should be looked at as a yearly average, not an individual month.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:34 PM The lawyers do not believe we have compromised our court deal. Our leadership would not have sold us out. We dodged a bullet. The Premier had something loaded even if we are not sure what it was. The idea that we could simply return to work is not guaranteed. I think a no vote could easily lead to the Liberals locking us out again because the Premier wants to crush us and she will use any excuse. She did not want to take the advice of her people and do this deal. I am certain a plan for drastic action (where we have to take the concessions they had planned) or worse - was in place. We can't guarantee the press will do any better job explaining the complexities should we say no. They rarely sided with us in markets outside of Vancouver where people are more political and they often misled or allowed others to mislead. They are not helping and would sensationalize. This would see dissolution of support very quickly - especially if we asked for wages. (Though admittedly it angers me that we can't ask for wages without being accused of being greedy when that is what most bargaining units do). But we have argued this is about kids and while this is not ideal - it is better to have teachers than not. The deal does suck in that it does not bring us to par - but this fight needs to be won with a strategy that is political and capacity will do that in another round. We have some support - but it is limited to the choir. We need to have the pews too. We need to build that capacity while working and continue to find allies because the fight is bigger than most people want to consider. This is about ideology and about privatization. Education always was political but never more so than now and we have to fight this party or the conservatives who would do the same or worse. No teacher who is responsible can ignore the politics any longer. That is simply the truth. If you work in the system you better get informed and you better be prepared to fight until retirement for the system. That said, I want to ask the same question others are asking: Why is this the job of 42,000 teachers and not the job of all citizens who want equality to fight for this right? It is time (while the conversation is still on-going and up to and including election night) for us to guide the public where we can but mainly play our part by not propping the system up. Make poverty known. Make noise about shortfalls, ask questions (in the media or in board offices ) about who is going to fix it instead of paying ourselves, volunteer some but wait for the pubic to step up so they see what schools lack. I hate the deal too. But I trust Vince Ready and Iker and I don't think we could have done better right now. I think we dodged a bullet because I have read everything this government has put out and followed the trail. They plan to privatize and they are just looking for the route. Voting YES for now does not mean we are giving up. It does not mean a win in the way we wanted but we have won a battle that will lead to us winning the war. If we don't rest up and stock up we might not get there.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:57 PM Well, if it is bigger than just this battle, then we will need ALL the unions to strike if they do indeed use drastic (draconian) measures. I say it is time for ALL of the unions to call a general strike. I guarantee that they will not like that one bit. What will they do then? Call the army? :) People in Europe, at the end of the 19th century stood up in mines. General strikes do occur in Europe and have. If you think you had it tough, think of them who stood tall for US in tougher times and conditions. Make sacrifices. Sell furniture. Tutor on the side. Ask for the BCTF money. Ask your banker to help. As friends and relatives. If we say NO, it won't last long. If they legislate us back, let's call a general province-wide strike of all unions. Delete Reply Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:47 AM Between CC's smug smile as she celebrates slaughtered teachers and Jim Iker's goofy grin - seemingly unaware that he has been a willing puppet, I am thoroughly disgusted. Over the next 5 years, teachers will be in an increasingly bad situation financially, classrooms will continue to be too large and complex with increasing medical, social and environmental issues impacting academic delivery. It could not be less obvious that things will continue to worsen. The Liberals have ensured that BC is rapidly becoming the Canadian Monaco for rich off shore interests and wealthy corporations. Soon the underpaid "workers" will have to be bussed in daily to Vancouver - Asian style. The only recourse is to move to just about any other province and bring in up to $100,000 more over the six years with much less cost of living. So we are bailing, encouraged by friends who have gotten positions in Manitoba and Alberta. My colleagues and I discovered through contacting several school boards across Canada that specialist (special needs and behavioural) and secondary science teachers are in particular demand. I want to work in a professional, respectful environment where the needs of all children are considered a priority and where I feel inspired to do my best. However, I want my vote to reflect the wishes of teachers who will be here over the next 6 (5) years, so very much appreciate your blog and opportunity to read the comments.ReplyDelete Bert SlaterSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:11 AM To vote YES will throw away 12 years of effort, and 2 victories in BC Supreme Court. To vote YES will be to snatch defeat from the jaws of victory. If you vote YES what bargaining power do you think you will have - the government will do nothing, and then what do you think you will do - take job action? PLEASE VOTE NO.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:59 PM Time to show you have a spine!Delete Reply RodSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:06 AM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Cool HandSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 AM Wouldn't a 'No' vote be a vote of no confidence in the BCTF itself?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:02 AM Not at all. It is just a message to the leadership we need to do better. The strength of the union is the members, and we support the leadership by giving them direction through democratic means.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:40 PM I disagree. How else can a recommendation by the EC to vote yes be interpreted? Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:00 PM I am sure people will interpret this both ways, but it is a vote. If it is supposed to be a "Yes", because it might be interpreted one way, then why bother having a vote?Delete Kate TSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:07 AM Yes , it would be. I don't think we could come out much better than this with this government. How will a No obtain that? Christy will be happy, she can declare the BCTF gone and roll out her plan to privatize. Delete Reply David DeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:06 AM A no vote would be a rejection of a the court victories defied by the government and an inadequate deal containing some vague promises that won't meet the needs of teachers or students on class size and other important issues.In Ontario elementary teachers get 200 minutes of prep time per 5 day cycle. I know there is financial hardship, but the union has received close to $2 million in donations from other unions; is there no way of accessing hardship funds? At minimum, vote no and return to work on work to rule with various strike options.ReplyDelete Erica JonesSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:25 AM This article actually makes me so mad. It is NOT better for the kids that they have missed almost all of june and all of september. This is what you signed up for in BC as a teacher. Get on board or GET OUT.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:20 PM Is this really what teachers signed up for? At my high school, each class has about 30 kids, with an average of 17 kids per classroom with an identified learning disability. Our district says that there should be no more than 4 kids per classroom.. How do you expect non-specialist teachers to help each student when over half of them require more resources because of a learning disability? Furthermore, are you generalizing the "better-ness" to all the kids in BC? Because I don't think that it would be better if kids went back considering the learning environment isn't up to par. There are barely any Education Assistants, and support teachers for the multitude of children who need them. While I recognize and appreciate your enthusiasm for education, please realize that the public school system isn't a daycare. Also, please think about your words and the learning environment prior to speaking out. By the way, we're not an autocracy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:08 PM I can understand your frustration! Understand mine! I almost died at 7:30 pm one night returning from teaching a FI split class with several students who did not get enough support or no support at all. The principal expressed to me that he expected me to teach 2 different social studies programs and 2 different science programs. ANYONE I talked to knows that this is impossible to do, especially in French Immersion when kids get no support at home and books are often too hard for students to read. I had to quit my job. I did it for me and did it for the kids. I was like a surgeon who is asked to operate on 5 patients with an old scalpel with 2 inexperienced nurses. Predictably, 4 patients would die and I would be reprimanded! Teachers are put in terrible conditions and kids too. I hope you have the openmind to consider the reality of this honest personal anecdote. I also wish you to understand that this is likely not an isolated incident. What will it take? A kid to commit suicide because he or she is not getitng enough support?Delete Reply hilarySeptember 17, 2014 at 10:29 AM It is incorrect to equate lost funding with what the teachers would have received in grievances. The two are not equivalent. The starting position of the BCTF was $225M, so they never expected $3B to resolve grievances. I'm also interested to know where you get your figures on overcrowded classrooms. A recent Globe and Mail article says that classrooms are, on average, smaller than the caps set in 2002.ReplyDelete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:36 AM The signing bonus should be roughly $2500 each: 105 million divided by 41 thousand.ReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:53 AM It is not that simple. The $105 million is to be allocated by the union. The term "signing bonus" has been crossed off on the signed document. Some of that money may be used to pay union debts. Don't know this but clarification would be useful.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:16 PM Just quoting from the CBC news website, "And finally there are details of $105-million fund to settle grievances stemming from the ongoing court case. The BCTF says that money will be given out as a signing bonus, with specific amount yet to be determined."Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:34 AM I think it would be smart to put at least part of it into your strike fund.Delete Reply WheelsSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:55 AM If the money is used as a signing bonus, it should be based on FTEReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:12 PM Yes I am sure it will be based on FTE. The question is how much of the $105 Million is actually distributed. This is up to the union, and I am told that it is yet to be decided.Delete GuruSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:44 PM And don't forget all the retired teachers who are entitled to a share of it.Delete Reply Geoff OrmeSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:18 PM In another discussion of this someone suggested that under BC Labour Law a no vote means rejection of the proposed deal, and that means the strike continues until either: - the union in question elects to stand down - another tentative deal is presented or - the government imposes a legislated contract. I think the last of these is the most likely, and I believe the legislated contract would be draconian and brutal. What do you think, Tara? Also, I would appreciate your thoughts on Sandy Garossino's comments at https://storify.com/Garossino/should-teachers-accept-the-contractReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:14 PM If this is so, in a few month (likely a couple of years), teachers will win so much more with a Supreme Court judgment! It is possible that the Liberals know that the higher courts are stacked by Liberal judges (that is what happen when judges are chosen, not elected). In any case, a negative settlement (or not a great judgment) will galvinize the public to reform the way the Supreme court judges are being chosen. I doubt that any govn't will want that to happen. A legislated contract will make the LIbs look like sociopaths and dictators.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:47 PM Peter I think you are expecting far too much from the public, many of whom are only paying attention to this matter due to kids being home from school. The public are not remotely this savvy on the political process.Delete Reply IslanderSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:09 PM I am a continuing education teacher. We have it even worse and we are not listened to enough about our poor conditions. Those include no prep time (and we do have to mark and do report cards many times a year sometimes and commonly for 30 students in a class), travelling to different schools with no compensation, and having next to no breaks in between 3 hour classes. I worked for two years with no lunch break and taught 6 hours straight (just 15 min. breaks) to be told, "don't complain since there are others who will do it". We then got 15 min. breaks in between classes. Most of our students are wealthy immigrants, many who try to stay in classes as long as possible since the classes are free. After spending a year in Germany, I realize how better organized it is where the immigrants pay to learn the language on a sliding scale, and have to pay for a student book as well for each class. We do not even have text books, but photocopy so much at tax payers' expense. This is not right. I then teach summer school since we were not on a 12 month continual salary and most of those students are also immigrants (at least 75%). This is also free and it is becoming so common and the new immigrants know this is free babysitting and tutoring. I think one main problem is that we have so many new immigrants in our classes who need ESL like this article states about our inclusion style of education nowadays: http://www.vancouversun.com/life/Shelley+Fralic+trouble+with+schools/10203596/story.html I am honored to be teaching and like my job, but it does get exhausting especially since I need two or three jobs to pay the mortgage that I now no longer have.. back to renting since it all I can afford in this city that has become so expensive. And many don't realize that it is very very difficult to get to full time work as a teacher here. There was a formula that made it take about 10 years to get to f/t (now finally changed). I have been without pay for 3 months, and now had to finally rent a place in anticipation of returning to work, so I have to vote "yes", but please keep the comments coming for what alternatives we have. Maybe we have to just educate the public in a better way than picketing; maybe get out and walk around malls and talk to people and hand out pamphlets on how this liberal government is hurting this. Most Asians (probably just the new who are from such a different system) are already against the teachers since they do not seem to understand what is going on. http://www.vancouversun.com/Business/asia-pacific/Chuck+Chiang+Many+Asian+families+place+blame/10202757/story.htmlReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:17 PM First of all, myn thoughts are with you! I think your ideas about using different strategies is smart. Picketing is not a very good strategy to let people know about things. I think using the membership to flood media comment sections would be more effective. Going to talk to the public might be a good idea along with this, I think. Phone the BCTF and ask for support.Delete Reply Marsha HolleySeptember 17, 2014 at 1:36 PM A teachers wife Vote no you have come to far to back down. It is a -----Y DEAL. ReplyDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:45 PM Ask yourself WHY teachers cannot get 1/2 of the average increase in salary of the private sector? (The Libs will tell you because there are sooooooo many teachers, but I also hear that there are provinces where there is a need for teachers!) TORONTO - A new study says that Canadians, on average, can expect about the same size salary increase next year as in 2014. Human resources consultants Pal Benefits says a survey of 401 organizations, mainly in Ontario, Alberta and British Columbia, projected salary increase for 2015 at an average of 2.79 per cent. That was almost unchanged from the 2.74 per cent average increase projected in last year's survey. Meanwhile, in addition to the average salary increase remaining relatively steady year over year, the survey found that the percentage of employers who plan to freeze salaries appears to have stabilized at eight per cent —in the same percentages as was projected in 2014. Breaking down the numbers further, the survey found the average salary increase anticipated in the engineering, financial services and high technology sectors was three per cent. That compared with an average of 2.5 per cent on the low end for organizations in durable manufacturing. https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.htmlReplyDelete "Mama Rose"September 17, 2014 at 9:12 PM I used to agree with you, Tara, and appreciate you bringing these items to your blog to get us all thinking. But after a very long night and day of research and discussion, I realize I will be voting yes tomorrow. Here is why: I don't care about salary or benefit increases. That is not why I went on strike. I don't care if this tentative deal is not good for teachers. That's not why I went on strike either. For me, the single most important issue is class size and composition. I want to work in a classroom where I have enough time and resources available to me to adequately help all the students I teach. And while it is true that this tentative deal will not change anything in the classrooms right now (or at least most of our classrooms), I realized that we couldn't actually make changes in that area because the issues of cs and c is before the courts. When I made that connection and realized that this round of bargaining was really about a "good enough" agreement regarding wages, then the deal seems, well... good enough. BUT, the best part, is the language the BCTF legal team made around the furture court decision (the re-opener). They have it in writing that if we win the court case (which is likely) and when we have to start bargaining class size and comp again (that is exactly what Justice Susan Griffin said we would have to do) we will be STARTING from the 2002 levels. To make this simple to understand, I explained it to my friends using a number line. With this new language, the BCTF starts the next round of bargaining at say a 50. The government will want us to go to 10 or 15, and we'll compromise and end up maybe 25. But WITHOUT that language, we would have started bargaining at a 10 and only gone down from there. So I do believe it is the best deal possible, it still factors in the biggest issue (from my perspective), we do not lose the important gains of the past, and most importantly, everyone gets to go back to school.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 PM Mam Rose, I appreciate your point of view and your courage. However, let me point out to you and the readers that a decision at the BC supreme court might not turn out the way teachers anticipate. We all know that judges are appointed and who does the appointing? "All justices of the BCSC (including the position of Chief Justice and Associate Chief Justice) are appointed by the federal cabinet, on recommendation of the Minister of Justice. Masters are appointed by the provincial cabinet, on recommendation of the Attorney General in consultation with the Chief Justice." (Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Supreme_Court_of_British_Columbia) Now, I would like to think that all of those people are objective, but they are appointed and we know that there are political appointments. They have a lot of discretion over the laws and judgments. I am willing to bet that the BC Liberals do know this and are betitng the farm (or do they know something we don't know) that the Supreme Courts are stacked against teachers? So, I am not sure if we can count on a WIN if we proceed with the court ruling. I think we would be better to negotiate and negotiate a better deal.Delete Reply retaSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:57 AM Yes...no...yes...no...The last two days have been this. I’ve read so many articles and comments over the past few months and, I can say, I have learned a lot. I know this is not a great deal for teachers right now. I will be voting yes. This is why… 1. The children. Without going into the multiple issues (e.g., grad, post secondary, trades, sports, global education/trips, planned activities, those with varying degrees of special needs, those that need a soft place to land, etc., etc.) the children need to get on with their education. 2. The parents. For many parents, this strike is a financial burden. We do not like to be called baby sitters, but for many living below the poverty line, school is a financial relief. Winter is coming; gas bills will be expensive. 3. Poverty. Remember, BC has the highest child poverty rate in Canada. Schools feed and clothe numerous children. 4. The other systems educators work collaboratively with. MFCD, CYMH, foster parents, group homes, and the multitude of non-profit agencies that support vulnerable children and families are bursting at the seams. We are a part of that team. 5. CUPE. While some have been paid during this strike, that money is coming from districts. It was not provided by the government. And, CUPE is a partner in education - from the bus drivers to the tech dept to custodians to secretaries to EAs and so on. 6. Small Businesses. In our little towns, the school district is the number one employer. There is a direct cause-effect relationship between loss of wage and loss of business. 7. Money. The amount of money that is needed to reverse the erosion of the public education system over numerous years cannot be recouped in one sitting. This agreement is a start. It’s not much but the stage has been set. 8. THE COURT CASE. That is why we were on strike. All the other stuff could have been resolved months ago, but our government was working hard to make the court case go away. Well, it still exists. I consider that the victory. We live to fight another day (as rhetorical as that sounds) AND I hope people actually read the ruling and think critically about how a loss could impact the future of the Charter of Rights, and the power of government to contravene those rights. I am guessing we will vote to ratify as so many fear “what’s next?” from this government. It’s nasty business, and I think legislation would be next. VALUING PUBLIC EDUCATION needs to come from a STRONG, CONSISTENT public voice. If we do ratify the agreement, and those in the profession and public think we've given up, we have not. We’ve been fighting for years. We just haven’t been heard… until now. ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:21 AM I understand your point of view, but sometimes you have to fight to get what you want. This is a VERY bad deal, considering: Other people get on average 2.5% salary increases last year and this year and the next and the rest of us get 1% and must feel happy if we do.? (https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html) THIS DEAL is a horrendously BAD deal for kids/parents as well, of course. We are going to continue to be humiliated and be the laughing stock of many people of this province. After a decade of paycuts, WOW, this is what they are willing to offer! WOW! WOW! WOW!Delete Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:30 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Reply Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:37 PM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:08 PM Let's cross our fingers! I think we need a general strike by all unions if CC legislates teachers back. It is time to put the foot down and tell her and the Liberals that, as in the movie Network,"I am mad as hell and I won't take it anymore!"Delete Reply Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 8:26 PM Needs help on some stats for an online debate Looking for the last 10 or 15 years of contractual salary increases in %. So, 1% for 2001, 0% for 2002,...ReplyDelete Children FirstSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:00 PM Well it's all done now. Really hope the teacher's can find another angle to deal with class size and composition as well as student funding. The government will make sure the coming court case never swings your way no matter what. 2nd most expensive place to live in the the world!!! Wonder why and where the money goes??? ReplyDelete AnonSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 PM I'm an outsider, but have followed closely this whole fiasco and this is a RAW deal. Your union hung you out to dry on this one - taking a really bad deal (clearly no one from the BCTF had rudimentary math skills in their toolbox) and then publicly encouraging to the media that teachers accept the deal....what choice did you have - a no vote would have outraged the public. I could go on and on, but the bottom line, in my opinion, is that your union better get some stronger leaders who are PR and technology savvy. Out with Iker and the rest of those who bargained on your behalf - they just got ......well , we know that happened. Whew, can't even believe how screwed you got, absolutely amazing - nothing meaningful gained in the big picture and only very minor gains for a small group of people, bigger losses for the majority.. Wow - I better stop now. Best of luck. Thanks for all you do for our children. ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ▼  September (9) Reflections on the BC Teacher Strike BC Teacher strike - Lessons learned Response to Sandy Garossino Will the Education Fund improve classroom conditio... Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Class composition: a human rights perspective Class size and composition - a short visual histor... Guest post - I WILL HOLD THE LINE Teachers - let your leadership know it is time to ... ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=29570&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > April 2013 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 25, Number 6, April 2013   Three Rs for this provincial election Respect, Resources, Redefinition By Peter Thomson  From my retired-teacher perspective, I think today’s teachers need three new Rs for public education: Respect—Resources—Redefinition. So, when evaluating candidates and their parties I suggest that voters look for these signs of educational literacy. Does the candidate and her or his party respect teachers and their union and their right to full collective bargaining? Eleven years ago, the BC Liberal government stripped class-size and composition provisions from the teachers’ collective agreement, an action that was recently declared unconstitutional by the courts. It’s easy to respect ones’ favourite teacher—we all do, but our favourite teacher wants respect for their union rights too. Does the candidate and her or his party commit to providing the resources teachers need to do their job? Our schools are short hundreds of teacher-librarians, resource teachers, and counselors. Many of our schools are in disadvantaged communities where poverty sees many children undernourished. These schools need extra help or we’ll lose those kids. The provincial program that, almost miraculously turned my learning disabled grandson’s school life around, finds itself closing its doors due to funding cuts. After it closes, the children who are no longer being helped will struggle in frustration at school and many will give up. We’ll lose those kids without resources now. Will the candidate and her or his party redefine the role of public education so it regains its central importance in our democracy? The present grade-wide, province-wide FSA tests are a symptom of a system taken over by those who wish to measure a school like we measure a factory’s output. Our schools must, of course, teach literacy and numeracy, but most importantly they must nurture young citizens. Does your candidate and their party get that? Peter Thomson, retired Surrey teacher )
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=22397,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 23, Number 5, March 2011   Teachers’ pension plan Dignity in retirement: A social justice issue for BCTF members Pensions present: Every member has a right to a pension after two years of service. The amount of the pension is calculated on a defined benefit formula of 2% for each year of service up to 35 years based on the five best years of salary. The Teachers’ Pension Plan (TPP) is jointly trusteed and invested by an agency independent of the government. Pensions past: In 1921, the Civil Servants’ Pension Act allowed employees to receive a pension provided the school board chose to do so and had approval from the local municipal council. From 1921–29, no pensions were granted under this provision. How far we have come. Teachers once had to depend on the special act of the legislature to “be rewarded for long and faithful service.” Now, teachers have a right to a pension to which every active member and the employer contributes. How did we get here and where can we go from here? With this question in mind and using the social justice lens dealing with agency: the ability to effect change, the BCTF Pensions Committee has zoomed in on significant changes to our pensions as a result of activism, building knowledge and capacity among BCTF members and how members have been, and continue to be, the voices of change even after leaving the classroom. 40th anniversary of the 1971 one-day strike over pensions  After many decades of haphazard increases to pensions, a version of the pension calculation formula we have now, came into effect. This improvement, however, didn’t address existing pensions and the calculation of pensions for those teachers with short service. At that time, there was an increase to existing pensions granted and changes that affected short service members but they were deemed unsatisfactory to both active and retired members. The result was the first province-wide strike in BCTF history on March 19, 1971. Retired members achieved quarterly increases to their pensions based on the quarterly changes in the Canadian Consumer Price Index in 1975. This was the beginning of cost-of-living adjustments to pension payments. Activism paid off—literally. 10th anniversary of the 2001 joint-trust agreement  In the early 1980s, the government agreed to create an investment committee, with BCTF representation, to hear reports from the Ministry of Finance and to give input to the investment of the pension fund. At this time, teachers had no real influence as the investments were managed by the Ministry of Finance and were known to be directed towards provincial projects. Members lobbied for greater involvement. A province-wide consultation and vote took place and the result was the Joint Trust Agreement. In 2001, the BCTF as plan member partner and the Minister of Finance as the plan employer partner signed an agreement to implement joint trusteeship of the Teachers’ Pension Plan. The resulting Teachers’ Pension Board of Trustees (five appointees from each partner) is responsible for managing the pension plan and the pension fund. The trustees delegate responsibilities to bcIMC, the British Columbia Investment Management Company, created in 1999, for the investment of the funds; and the BC Pensions Corporation for the day-to-day administration of the pension plan. How does the BCTF ensure that members are informed about their pensions?  An important part of agency is that individuals know their rights and have accurate information. With respect to pensions, the BCTF provides training to all local officers with 50% or more release time, during the Federation Leadership Institute (FLI) in the fall. In addition, prior to the school year starting, there are pension sessions during summer conference. The BCTF also conducts pension workshops upon request of the local. In addtion, a full-time assistant director at the BCTF building, whose primary responsibility is pensions serves as a resource to members and local leaders with questions about pensions, planning for retirement, what happens to a pension in terms of death of a member as well as in matters of grievance resolutions involving pensions, and in matters of pension appeals. If I have a concern about my pension that is specific to me, where can I get help?  As mentioned above, the BCTF has a full-time assistant director who is responsible for helping members with pensions’ concerns. Individual members can also call the TPP directly with their questions. If I have a concern about the pension fund in general, how can my voice be heard?  A report from a BCTF-appointed member on the Teachers Pension Board of Trustees is a standing agenda item on the BCTF Representative Assembly agenda and the BCTF Annual General Meeting agenda. Any member is welcome to attend either meeting with voice (and vote if they are a designated delegate from their local). Any member can also bring resolutions on pensions issues to the BCTF RA or AGM after first passage of same at a general meeting in their own local. What about changes to my pension and benefits? How am I informed?  If there are changes to the contribution rates arising after an actuarial valuation of the TPP fund or a change to the Joint Trust Agreement, all members are informed via a communiqué from the TPP. In cases where there will be changes that affect every member, there will likely be a province-wide campaign to inform all members and seek feedback. As in 2010, when there was a consultation with members about the TPP Inflation Adjustment Account, the BCTF will ensure all members have an opportunity to provide input and have their concerns heard. How is the BCTF actively involved in the betterment of pensions for teachers and workers in general?  The BCTF has contributed to pensions discussions in general through submissions of briefs and resolutions to organizations. In 2008, the BCTF submitted a brief to the Alberta/British Columbia Joint Expert Panel on Pensions. More recently, in 2010, a brief was submitted to the federal government regarding the Canada Pension Plan and the proposed changes. In addition to active members having a voice in pensions’ matters, the British Columbia Retired Teachers’ Association (BCRTA) also plays an active role in advocating for improvements to pensions and benefits. The BCRTA has been involved with pension matters at the BCTF since 1945 when a BCRTA member was appointed as a voting member of the BCTF Pensions Committee. Voting delegates from the BCRTA also attend the BCTF AGM when pension matters are on the floor of the meeting. The BCRTA has tirelessly advocated for sustainable pensions, comprehensive benefits, and the ability to retire in dignity after service in the public education system. How have voices of BCTF members effected change?  The collective voices of BCTF members over the years have helped establish the pension formula we have now. The Pensions Committee, established by the BCTF in the mid-1930s has been a vocal force in improvement to pension for teachers. More recently, the collective voices of members have been heard in the area of responsible investing. Over the latter half of the past decade, resolutions regarding responsible investing have come up at the BCTF RAs and AGMs. Individual trustees in attendance heard and brought back the concerns of teachers to the Teachers’ Pension Board of Trustees. The result was the US Social Index Fund established as a pool for funds from the four public-sector pension plans, including the TPP, by the plans’ investment agent, British Columbia Investment Management Company (bcIMC), to begin to address these concerns. While responsible investing is still in its infancy, BCTF members can be reassured that their pension funds, through bcIMC, have taken the lead in responsible investing in Canada. Change is a slow process in the pensions’ arena—bound by the weight of legislation and the responsibility of financial jurisprudence. What about the other parties who have a right to a pension through the TPP?  Members of the BC Principals and Vice Principals’ Association (BCPVPA) and the BC School Superintendents’ Association (BCSSA) also belong to the Teachers’ Pension Plan. In 1992, the Teachers’ Pension Plan Advisory Committee was formed with representatives from the BCPVPA, BCSSA, BCTF, and BCRTA to address the concerns of all four organizations. Nominations for the position of trustee to the Teachers’ Pension Board are made from the members of this committee. How do BCTF Pensions Committee members and the TPP Board of Trustees stay informed?  The Teachers’ Pension Plan Advisory Committee, which includes the BCTF Pensions Committee, have regular training days built into the meeting schedule for the year. A variety of current and relevant topics are covered, depending on the needs of the membership of the committee at the time. Outside training opportunities are also available each year, depending on the budget and decisions of the BCTF Executive Committee. The Teachers’ Pension Board of Trustees has a policy on trustee education. Each trustee is provided with both resource materials on pensions in Canada, orientation sessions related to the work of the board’s agents, bcIMC and the BC Pensions Corporation, and an annual education spending account. Attendance at certificate programs approved by the board is encouraged. As well, each trustee is encouraged to join professional associations and attend conferences and invitational seminars related to the diverse and complex issues facing the trustees as the administrator of a large pension plan such as ours. The board’s Trustee Education Policy helps toward ensuring that each trustee is equipped with the information needed to carry out her or his fiduciary responsibilities. This is the second of a four-part series of articles by the BCTF Pensions Committee that will appear this year in Teacher newsmagazine.  Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9698,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 19, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 2006 The teacher-librarian A students’ best bet to acquire information literacy skills by Lesley Edwards One of the truly gratifying aspects of my job as a secondary school teacher-librarian is the work I do with teens helping them to become better at finding useful information on the Internet. I remember the Grade 12 student who appeared in the library with panic written all over her face. "I spent all weekend searching the web for information for my project and couldn’t find a thing. The assignment is due in two days." I asked her what her topic was and immediately pulled up three great sites using a Google search. She looked at me incredulously. "How did you do that?" she asked. Now this was a hardworking, intelligent student and yet she was flummoxed by a simple search. She had no idea how to use keywords effectively. I remember a class doing a project on substance abuse. They had been given clearly defined questions to answer and yet several of them were having difficulty. When I checked with them to see what keywords they were using for their search they replied, "Shrooms." With a little coaching they were able to come up with the term psilocybin, which netted them sites from sources such as Brown University’s health education page. They learned that a search using slang results in sites that offer unreliable or biased information. I then directed them to the links provided at the bottom of Brown’s page where additional reliable information could be found. Without expert guidance, how many students will learn to use a directory like the Librarian’s Internet Index at http://lii.org, or go beyond the first page of Google to discover how to do an advanced search? How many know about the great online databases that many schools and all public libraries subscribe to? How many know that even the creator of Wikipedia does not recommend it for student use? And finally how many know how to evaluate a web site for accuracy, authority, and reliability? Try this at home. Do a Google search using the keywords "Martin Luther King." The first hit seems great, but closer examination shows that it is hosted by Stormfront, a white supremacist group. Similarly, the first result of a Google search for "In Flanders Fields" takes you to the American Arlington Cemetery site, the second is a Belgian museum with nothing about the poem. The eighth is hosted by a Canadian white supremacist group—the Canada First Immigration Reform Committee. There are great teaching and learning opportunities here, but those "teachable moments" are too often lost when teacher-librarians are not part of the research process. Public librarians also offer great information services but are more likely to provide the answer teenagers need rather than teaching them how to find the answer for themselves. When a class comes to the school library to do research, I make sure that part of their session includes learning and practicing information literacy skills. For me, teaching information literacy is all about the process, the skills of finding information, judging its quality and usefulness, paring it down to essentials, and recombining it in ways that challenge the user to employ higher-order thinking skills. It’s about using information ethically and with integrity. We don’t hand teenagers the keys to the family car without training them to drive, so why are we so willing to turn them loose on the Internet without strategies for navigating successfully and staying safe? Who better to provide solid Internet-use strategies than a teacher-librarian? Lesley Edwards is a teacher-librarian at Seycove Secondary School, North Vancouver. For further information, read the following: • "The Crisis in Canada’s School Libraries: The Case for Reform and Re-Investment" by Ken Hancock at www.peopleforeducation.com/librarycoalition/Report03.pdf. • A report prepared for the National Library of Canada, "Elementary and Secondary Schools: The Role, Challenges and Financial Conditions of School and School Library Resources in Canada" at www.collectionscanada.ca/9/14/index-e.html • "School Libraries and Student Achievement in Ontario" at www.accessola.com/osla/graphics/eqao_pfe_study_2006.pdf. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/01/should-bc-teachers-get-salary-increase.html?showComment0751326080749727,Staffroom Confidential: Should BC teachers get a salary increase? Myths & Realities Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Saturday, January 7, 2012 Should BC teachers get a salary increase? Myths & Realities NOTE: There is an updated version of this post for those of you reading it in 2014! BC teachers are in contract negotiations asking for a fair deal. What do we mean by fair exactly? Teachers would like improvements in three areas: class size/composition, salary and benefits, and changes to the bargaining structure. As far as class size, we want only what was taken in 2002. We want the government to go back to the class sizes in place at that time and restore the funding so Boards can achieve this. For bargaining, we want to negotiate more items locally with our elected Boards. This facilitates diversity, community involvement, and local programs and solutions. It is not a cost item and is how teachers used to negotiate in the 1990's - very successfully. For salary and benefits, teachers want to "keep up" and "catch up". What do we mean by that? We want to keep up with inflation, and we want to catch up with Canadians in other provinces. Teachers in BC now rank 8th in salaries across Canada, despite the fact that our cost of living is one of the highest and that BC weathered the recession better than most other provinces. BC has been out of recession since 2010 and is forecasting moderate growth for the next year. Unfortunately, the government's position has and continues to be 'net zero'. The government claims that taxpayers cannot afford increases to public sector wages and that wages must remain flat because the government is running a deficit. Do these arguments make sense? Are they justified? Or should teachers receive a wage increase? Here are my answers to these questions. Myth #1: Teachers should not get a wage increase because of the government deficit Reality #1: There was no deficit when the Liberals took power in 2001. Through a series of income tax cuts and corporate tax cuts, the Liberals went from a surplus to a deficit. Yes, the recession of 2009 impacted government revenues. But not as much as tax cuts have. Moreover, the government has found plenty of money for spending when it feels the spending is a priority. There was money for the BC Place roof ($500 million). There was money for the Olympics (over $1 billion). There was money for smart meters ($900 million). There was money for new government network systems ($1.2 billion to Telus). There seems to be plenty of money for the CEO's of crown corporations like BC Ferries (David Hahn's pension value - over $10 million). The fact is that the government is using the deficit that it created as an excuse to take money away from public services and the people who provide them. The money is there. It is a matter of priorities. It is simply unfair to make one group of workers pay for a deficit created by tax cuts to other people and corporations. Private sector workers are seeing increases. Other public sector workers are seeing increases (for example, Vancouver police with 8.8% over 33 months). Why should one group be singled out? Moreover how is it fair to make middle income earners pay for tax cuts that disproportionately benefited the wealthy and corporations? It just isn't. Myth #2: The 'net zero' wage freeze is fair because it impacts all public sector workers Reality #2: Only those workers covered by the Public Sector Employer's Council are impacted, and that does not include all public sector workers. Fire fighters are not under 'net zero'. Police are not under 'net zero'. Even school Superintendents are not under 'net zero'. Nurses are not under 'net zero' because they negotiated in 2009, supposedly before the 'net zero' mandate was implemented, but certainly at the height of the recession. How is it fair that these workers can negotiate increases and other workers can't? Myth #3: BC teachers already have high salaries Reality #3: After five years of university training, BC teachers begin with a wage in the low $40's, if they are full time. Many teachers only get part time work for the first 3-5 years of their career. It takes ten years of full time work to reach the maximum salary, which is about $75,000 for most teachers. BC teachers rank 8th in Canada compared to teachers in other provinces. A teacher in BC earns on average $20,000 less than a comparably experienced teacher in Alberta and $15,000 less than one in Ontario. Yet BC has the highest cost of living and the highest housing prices in the country (http://www.theprovince.com/business/City+house+prices+continue+ascent/5943834/story.html). Myth #4: 'Net zero' isn't a pay cut, so it is fair Reality #4: In September, when the new school year began, year over year inflation was at 3.2% according to the Consumer Price Index. When teachers got their first paycheque of the year, they had 3.2% less buying power. This is what matters. This January, teachers, along with other workers, will see increases to their CPP payments, their EI premiums, and their MSP premiums. Many contracts have automatic cost of living increases, but ours does not. Without any increase, teachers will fall behind. Myth #5: Teachers are asking for too much Reality #5: Teachers want to keep up with inflation. Teachers want to catch up with their colleagues in other provinces. Teachers took four years of zero increases since 1998. Teachers traded salary for smaller class sizes and those class size provisions were later eliminated. It is perfectly reasonable to ask for cost of living increases and wage adjustments to catch up with our Canadian colleagues. Myth #6: Teachers are asking for $2 billion Reality #6: The true number is probably many times less. BCPSEA (the employer) made many erroneous assumptions in order to come up with a hyper-inflated costing number. For example, they assumed that every single teacher would take their full bereavement leave entitlement every single year. In fact, teachers often take bereavement leave once or twice a decade or once or twice in their whole career. They assumed every teacher would take extra sick days if they were available. In fact, we know from Statistics Canada that teachers take an average of 7.7 days per year which is already less than their entitlement, so increased entitlement would only be used by a small percentage of teachers who become very ill. The assumptions used by BCPSEA were unrealistic and result in highly inflated costing estimates. They are not justified and do not reflect the true cost of the proposals teachers have put forward. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 4:17 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 25 comments: AnonymousJanuary 8, 2012 at 10:00 AM Thank you for this post. I think it should be sent as "letter to the editor" to newspapers in major cities in BC to inform those who see government figures or reports and take it as truth without questioning it. Well done!ReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 8, 2012 at 1:11 PM Excellent summary of our situation. "Even school Superintendents are not under 'net zero"; SD59 Superintendant sent a letter to parents saying gross modo that we were (teachers) selfish and without social empathy toward public sector for not swallowing the "net zero" !ReplyDelete Donna in BurnabyJanuary 8, 2012 at 7:45 PM Thank you!ReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 8, 2012 at 9:09 PM Well I have come from Alberta and previous Ontario and Your teacher need to better then other provinces. You are way behind Alberta in education. My daughter in October of her grade one year knows more then mine son has in his second year at a BC school. You need to fix something in your school system because you are falling behind. In the 2 and half years my daughter has been in the BC school system she is at the same reading, writing and math. I know why people homeschool and put their kids in the private school system, the public is so broken it can't complete with the rest of Canada.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousJanuary 17, 2012 at 6:50 PM How can you tell if your children are at the same level when you cannot spell, use appropriate grammar or form a proper sentence????Delete AnonymousJanuary 26, 2012 at 8:21 PM Teachers cannot be held solely responsible for your child's lack of progress. It would appear as though you could benefit from some additional education. Where were you educated? I agree with Anonymous, learn to spell and form a proper sentence before giving your opinion on the state of education. Thanks for wasting even more of my prep time on your uneducated and ignorant point of view.Delete AnonymousFebruary 29, 2012 at 5:25 PM Wow - I think that the original author has a legitimate complaint. I have a graduate degree and I completely agree that the level of education my children have received in the public school system is deplorable. AND REALLY - if someone is illiterate or unable to formulate a sentence correctly on a blog post does that mean that his/her child does not deserve a proper education! GIVE ME A BREAK - and please refrain from making personal attacks on people who voice a contrary opinion. It only demonstrates your small mindedness.Delete Reply AnonymousJanuary 8, 2012 at 10:28 PM I think you mean: I came from Alberta and previously Ontario, and teachers in BC need to teach better than other provinces. You are much behind Alberta in terms of education. My daughter knew more in October of her grade one year than my son, who was in his second year enrolled at a BC school. You need to fix features of your school system, because you are falling behind. In the two and half years my daughter has been enrolled in the BC school system, she has remained at the same level of reading, writing and math. I now know why people homeschool their children and enroll their kids in the private school system. The public system is so broken that it can no longer complete with the rest of Canada. - A BC public school teacherReplyDelete Replies AnonymousJanuary 23, 2012 at 12:55 PM I think you mean "compete" not complete. And you're a teacher?Delete AnonymousJanuary 25, 2012 at 7:10 PM Wow. How petty. An entire paragraph is corrected with one spelling error in the final sentence and you decide to focus on it as being the "issue with teachers". What has our society come to? Signed a Fellow BC TeacherDelete AnonymousFebruary 11, 2012 at 7:19 PM I taught in Ontario before moving to BC to teach and I don't see a whole lot of difference. There are good and bad teachers in both places. In fact, BC has stricter education requirements, I had to go back to get a few more undergrad courses.Delete Reply AnonymousJanuary 9, 2012 at 7:24 AM I live in SD 59 and the letter the superintendent sent home did not say that teachers were "selfish or without social empathy." ~ParentReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 9, 2012 at 1:58 PM Quote: From superintendent SD#59: "...With regard to the strike, some of the confusing information parents are receiving sounds like the teacher's strike is about the size and composition of classes, or the resources that are available for students with special needs. That is not true. The issues around class size and resourcing have been separate and are "NOT" part of the bargaining. The full focus of the BCTF strike demands is about wages and benefits that are approaching a price tag of 3 billion dollars. That is a 75% increase, at a time in the economy that the Province has told all union the overall settlement of their bargaining cannot increase cost to the Province. Moreover, 3/4 of the public unions have settled contracts under those rules." These 2 paragraphs speak by themselves about how teachers are perceived by the superintendent.ReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 9, 2012 at 2:01 PM http://www.pssg.gov.bc.ca/psec/disclosure/disclosure10-11.htmReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 10, 2012 at 8:51 AM Please send this wonderful article to a newspaper so some of the nasty myths can be dispelled. Awesome job!ReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 25, 2012 at 4:52 PM A great letter... I agree that this should be sent to every newspaper in B.C. as well as made into an infomercial on t.v. Why wait for an election?ReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 26, 2012 at 4:23 PM Myth #7: Teachers are the only workers affected by "net zero". Reality #7: Over 16,000 members of HSA (Health Sciences Association of BC) have been crippled by the "net zero" policy. Wages for HSA members in BC are upwards of 8$ an hour less than other provinces in Canada. The last contract forced upon HSA members was highlighted by a 0% wage increase, and a loss of 1 vacation day per year. So no, teachers, you are NOT the only group of workers being forced to pay for corporate tax cuts. Were you there to support other public sector employees last year when they were trying to fight "net zero"? I didn't think so.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousJanuary 26, 2012 at 8:22 PM Agreed! I am in HSA, and sorry, but I can't support these demands by the teachers. Frustrating to me to see the 'it's not fair' comments. Sounds like children. Life isn't fair, we are a country and province in serious financial difficulty. Cuts need to be made. I absolutely support putting money into increasing numbers of teachers, and adding support teachers and SEAs . If I want to make more money, I could move to Alberta and earn $8-10 more an hour too, giving me a significant raise but I choose to live here. It's always greener on the other side, and everyone thinks they are the ones hard done by. I work 37.5 hours a week, but actually in my office 40-42 hours and I don't get overtime pay. I choose to do it because I love my job and want to do the best I can for my patients. I take classes and go to workshops to enhance my job, on my own time and I pay for it myself. I use my vacation days to attend work related conferences. HSA's contract is also set to expire and we already had 0% wage last contract. I'm not expecting any better this time around. That's life, it's not always fair. I just appreciate that I have a job that I love that pays a decent wage ( which is slightly less than a teachers wage). Maybe there are just a whole lot of teachers with very little personal job satisfaction.Delete KarenFebruary 17, 2012 at 10:15 AM Job satisfaction! Try keeping 30 students at the edge of their seats for 5 hours a day, daily!! Attend meetings(special needs, counseling-requested meetings, parent-requested meetings, department meetings, staff meetings, Health and safety meetings,etc.) mark, prepare, field phone calls, supervise, prepare report cards, participate in extra-curricular activities,answer student concerns after classes; type/prepare/photocopy learning /testing materials for students (no secretarial time for us!); mentor, clean our boards, put up our chairs, manage the learning materials in our classrooms (put away the books, clean the lab equip. fix the musical instruments, organize the gym equip., ensure safety in the woodworking/auto and metal shops etc.), put up display boards, order books/educational materials,take first aide training at our own expense, etc.) No one-to-one with down time, bells dictate our time usage (coffee break? designated lunch time? not always possible); daily emotional 'baggage' children/students bring to the classroom must be dealt with in a calm and supportive manner; AND, Administrative Officers that add to the intensity of our day. (Some are very supportive; others add to our stress by being judgmental, giving little support by keeping communication lines blurred, not making themselves available, not taking control and leading but hiding behind their desks, etc.) We earn our keep!! And, we can't go up the capitalist ladder - 'more students doesn't mean more money; it means more work!' No compensation for using our own books, driving students with our own cars (we must 'up' protection on our personal car insurance to protect them in case of an accident) We only rely on the good nature of our govt. and the public to support us. Where are you? If you think you can do the job better, for cheaper, 'step up to the plate'.Delete Reply Tara EhrckeJanuary 26, 2012 at 5:27 PM Hello Anonymous, I have always consistently opposed net zero for ANY public sector worker, not just teachers. I absolutely agree that no group or groups of public sector workers should be singled out unfairly. I also believe we should all be rejecting the wage freeze. With respect to support, teachers in my local put up picket signs when HEU was facing wage cuts and I absolutely agree we need to be supporting each other. Please see my blog posts on this subject, including HSA in particular, from last year: http://staffroomconfidential.blogspot.com/2011/02/in-labour-newswill-hsa-vote-no-campaign.html http://staffroomconfidential.blogspot.com/2011/03/why-bc-government-wage-freeze-is.html This article was reposted on an HSA member site here: http://our-union.org/2011/03/29/why-the-bc-government-wage-freeze-is-indefensible/ I also wrote about opposition to net zero from Vancouver Island University workers and Langara College workers: http://staffroomconfidential.blogspot.com/2011_03_01_archive.html http://staffroomconfidential.blogspot.com/2011/04/langara-versus-wage-freeze.htmlReplyDelete UnknownFebruary 2, 2012 at 8:21 PM Actually, the cost of the Olympics was closer to $7 billion, once you factor in the cost of the Canada Line, the Sea to Sky Highway, and the new Convention Centre. On a related note, the deficit in 2008, amortized over 3 years, stood at $3 billion.ReplyDelete AnonymousFebruary 12, 2012 at 10:43 AM I am a parent in SD#35 and I am so impressed with my children's school and with the hard work that most of the teachers and adminstrators put in at that school. They are still getting a quality education, even throughout job action.The teachers are commincating with my husband and I on their academic progress, and my daughter is on the Grade Six basketball team which practices after school and at noon hour 3 times a week! I support a wage increases for my children's teachers because I want them to be able to keep up with inflation and be paid what professionals make in other provinces. We need to pay our teachers and other public sector employees what they deserve, or els in the future, we will not attract good people into these professions or be able to keep them in our province. Isnt this what is happening in the nursing industry? The Lower mainland is one of the most expensive places to live and we have to face the fact that if we want an educated community, then we have to willing to pay for it. A concerned parentReplyDelete AnonymousFebruary 24, 2012 at 4:00 PM I am a parent in south Delta and I must say that I am impressed with the communication that we have been receiving from my son's teachers at Delta Secondary. I think that teachers should get a raise at least to the level of inflation, but with all due respect to teachers, I cannot see where or how you feel that you should receive large increases. You are I think quite fairly paid for your job and you do not have the very real pressure for measurable performance that so many in the private sector face. Having said that, those people in the private sector are not getting the types of raises you are asking for and many of them would be happy with just getting at or near the inflation rate this year. I think that if you want to be paid very well then you will need to get into the private sector where you will face much more performance pressure, you will have 3-4 weeks off per year, there will be no such thing as overtime pay if you are salaried and if you don't perform adquately or well, you will faced with possible termination. You will have no effective job security unless you perform. So I think you have it quite good, better than anyone I can think of in most respects, with the exception of pay, which as I said I think is quite fair. I say this with great respect for your profession.ReplyDelete AnonymousFebruary 25, 2012 at 10:37 AM I am a very excited Teacher Candidate that will finish my Bachelors of Education this year. I am interested in this profession because I love it! However, my student loans are over 30 grand and I do not own a car, or a house. I am repeatedly being told that there are few jobs out there and the ones that are out there pay significantly less than a retail job I held before my Bachelor's degrees (per hour). I keep my optimism up because I know I am going to be fantastic at this job but it is hard to look past the fact that I will not be able to afford a house, a car and raise children on my income any time soon. Thank-you current teachers for fighting for those of us who want to join your ranks!ReplyDelete AnonymousFebruary 28, 2012 at 8:10 AM Great article Tara. And a great big THANK YOU for all of your hard work!ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ▼  January (13) How to reduce income inequality BC Schools: A decade of choice, a decade of declin... What is fair and reasonable? Twitter tale - Consultation, Minister Abbott style... Alberta teachers in negotiations BCTF presents reduced set of proposals School boards discuss 'net zero' Will grouping by ability mean re-segregation? BC teachers describe workload issues at bargaining... BC public sector enters 2012 bargaining Superintendent of Greater Victoria received 10% wa... Should BC teachers get a salary increase? Myths & ... A year in review: waking the sleeping giant ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=14700,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 20, Number 3, November/December 2007 The education of Adam Marianne Kaplan's documentary reveals her son's struggle with Asperger Syndrome By Janet Nicol Vancouver filmmaker Marianne Kaplan delivers an intimate portrait of her son Adams Grade 7 experience in a one-hour documentary The Boy Inside. A groundbreaking story, Marianne reveals Adams daily struggles with Asperger Syndrome, a form of high-functioning autism. Since the documentary was first aired on the CBC last October, the networks Internet blog has been jam-packed with viewer reaction and Marianne has received more than a hundred letters, most from parents in similar situations. "Parents who watch the film say Im seeing my story for the first time." Marianne says in a recent interview with her and Adam at the familys Vancouver home. "I hope the use of resources about autism can make a difference." Marianne believes the whole community "needs to get the skills to be accepting and tolerant." And with one in 260 children born with autism in North America, educators need to learn more. Mother/filmmaker Marianne Kaplan narrates the film and son, Adam, talks openly about his feelings and challenges. We also hear from Adams father and classmates and glimpse his Grade 7 teacher and older sister. The various forms of bullying Adam endures, coupled with his special needs, contribute to his growing depression and inappropriate behavior. Many strategies are used to help Adam and when all ideas seem spent, his mother and teacher bring in a special needs expert to help classmates change some of their behaviors. The film ends on a hopeful note. Adam is delighted to learn he is accepted into a Vancouver secondary mini-school computer program and believes his years of bullying are over, because he says, teenagers in high school will be "more mature." So how has Adam been doing since Grade 7? "Im really liking high school," he says. "Its much different from elementary school. I have more friends to hang out with." Adam says his course work was never a problem. It was the social part of school that always challenged him. He likes having more independence in high school. "You have more freedom to go out and do what you want," he says. Adams mother adds, "He has learned the social skills to fit in." Having friends at school has really made a difference for Adam. "Grade 8 was weird," he says. "I have a habit of wanting to hang out with the popular kids." That hasnt worked for Adam. But in Grade 9 he hung out with "nerdy" friends. "They are the best friends," Adam says, "because they have a personality. They are cool." To look at Adam, you would barely recognize the boy in the film. He has grown into a handsome, young teen with curly dark hair, who politely stands to shake hands before and after this interview. High school summers have been fun for Adam, too. Following Grade 9, he traveled to South Africa and visited relatives on his mothers side. Adam notes apartheid may be gone, but snobby behaviour and segregation between racial groups still exist. And last summer Adam enjoyed great baseball games and card-collecting in Chicago, while his dad was on a working holiday. How did former classmates react to the film The Boy Inside? "Some really liked it," Adam says. "One classmate became a friend when he realized what I went through." Marianne adds this classmate also happened to be "the number one bullythe ringleader." Adam says that last year of elementary school sucked. One principal did not treat him well, he remembers. "He told me I gave the school a bad image." Marianne says bullying is rampant in schools and sometimes the victims end up getting punished. Autistic children are much more likely to be targets of aggressive students, she says. So what do schools need to do? Marianne observes an irony: teachers are in the business of education but resist learning. "Families are the experts," she says. "We need to work as a team with teachers and teaching aids." "The language at home and school can be re-enforced," Marianne suggests, "if a team approach is used." She thinks teacher aides should be required to take courses about autism and have experience and a sense of commitment. Ultimately, Marianne believes the entire system needs to be overhauled. "Schools need integration (of students with special needs) with support," she says, "and this means class-size reductions and more staff education and training." "Teachers should be less demanding," Adam believes, as he discusses school life in general. "Our workload at school is too big. And school needs to be more fun. There needs to be more time to communicate," he says. And based on his past school experiences, Adam asks teachers to be "more accepting and willing to learn." The Boy Inside will soon be available to public schools. For more information about the film, access the CBC Internet web site: http://tinyurl.com/28la2e. Janet Nicol is a Vancouver secondary teacher on leave. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8096&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 7, May/June 2005 On being well: Tough love for you by Julia Johnson Scott Peck begins his book The Road Less Travelled with, "Life is difficult." He suggests that if we understood and accepted that truth, life would no longer be difficult. The same could be said for those who struggle with pursuing personal wellness. The greatest truth about the wellness journey, the pursuit of a healthy lifestyle, is that it is personal, never-ending, consumes a lot of time and energy, and requires a high degree of motivation. There are so many aspects to a wellness lifestyle that even knowing where to start can be frustrating and defeating. For some, a visit to the doctor for some ailment is the starting point for a course of action. Others, overwhelmed with work, decide one day that there has to be a way of doing our job so we are better able to look after ourselves. Still others, having experienced a crisis, are forced to ponder how to translate what really counts into their daily life. Whatever the reason for evaluating your state of wellness, know that your decision to improve your health will be fraught with challenges that will test your fortitude to stay on course and that success will be the outcome if you take one step at a time. Even though the car metaphor is over used when talking about the care we need to give to our bodies, it is still the best image for getting across the message. A case in point is when Lynne Johnson from For Better or For Worse fame has her husband, John, say to their daughter in one of her columns, "If we want to drive as far as we can down the highway of life, we have to look after the vehicle." Looking after the vehicle begins, at the very least, with providing it with the healthiest of foods, such as whole-grain products, increasing intake of vegetables and fruit, choosing lower-fat milk products, reducing fats, selecting smaller, leaner portions of meat and alternatives, and limiting high-fat snacks and desserts. Fuel alone will not keep the vehicle running. The body needs a regular regime of exercise that is anaerobic and aerobic. Anaerobic exercise employs the muscular strength and power components of fitness; aerobic exercise builds cardiovascular endurance. A well-balanced exercise program incorporates both types of exercise as well as flexibility exercise. Seaward, in his book Managing Stress (1996), says a training regime is like money in the bank, an investment in health. Making healthier eating choices without a consistent exercise regime will make long-term success difficult. That is the primary reason why keeping on the wellness road is a struggle. To be consistent and committed to exercising the body, one needs to find the time to do so. The most significant advertising message from one gym is that it only takes a 30-minute workout three times a week to make a difference in your wellbeing. A colleague recently said she was not happy that spending so much of her home time on schoolwork left no time to do the things she wanted to do for herself. She decided that the work priorities in her life were no longer going to interfere with, or supersede, addressing her personal needs. She realized that she needed to block in a time for personal pursuits. She would begin by walking the dog three times a week after supper. Even though her ultimate goal is to be engaged in physical activity every evening, she made a commitment to begin with three times a week as it worked into a natural rhythm with the other activities in her life. Starting a wellness journey requires individuals to use the "tough love" strategy on themselves to ensure commitment and the consistency for lasting success. The tough love approach gives you the mental construct to stand firm against the demands and expectations that will attempt to impinge upon the time you are reclaiming for yourself. Life is indeed difficult. Keeping well and maintaining a healthy lifestyle requires commitment and consistency. That too, is difficult. Tough love for you will make it easier. And the approaching summer will give you the time to begin. Julia Johnson, a learning resource teacher at Red Bluff School, in Quesnel, is a BCTF PD wellness associate. johnsonj@abccom.bc.ca.)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "#FunFriday Fact: #BC has the highest small business employment in Canada. October is Small Business Month! Check out: http://t.co/20bcLmlvFP" @bcliberals - 03:55pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8998,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, Number 2, November/December 2003 Overwhelming support for a democratic college by Peter Owens We are receiving unprecedented support in challenging the government political takeover of the B.C. College of Teachers. School boards At least 33 school boards have passed motions calling on the government to revisit its decision to take political control of the college. Many have written to the minister calling on her to reconsider the decision in light of the disruption and confusion it is causing in our schools. An example of a letter is the following by the Cariboo-Chilcotin School Board: Dear Minister Clark: This letter, the result of a resolution approved by the Board of School Trustees on September 25, 2003, is in support of the Cariboo-Chilcotin Teachers’ Association and the British Columbia Teachers’ Federation in the matter of the makeup of the council of the British Columbia College of Teachers. Consultation with parties who have a significant interest in a legislative change is a major tenet of democratic government, one to which the board adheres in its policy development. No less should be expected of the senior levels of government. The changes to the Teaching Profession Act that resulted in the elected members of the council of the BCCT being in the minority on the council were done without consultation. The imposition of an undemocratic institution, the newly constituted College of Teachers, on the professional teachers of B.C. has deflected their energies from the important objective of improving student achievement to an unproductive, and, in the opinion of the Board of School Trustees, unnecessary political wrangle with the provincial government. The board encourages your government to set aside the changes to the college and commence a process of engagement with the teachers, other college members, school boards, and the public, to determine, what, if any, changes should be made to the college in order to enhance the delivery of quality education to the children of British Columbia. Sincerely, Anne Goyette, Chair, Board of Trustees, School District No. 27 An example of a motion is the following by the Nicola-Similkameen board: "Move that School District 58 urge the Minister of Education, BCPSEA, BCCT, and BCTF to work together to address disagreements regarding new legislation governing BCCT before issues such as teacher fee payment affect students and learning." The motion was passed unanimously, and it is interesting to note that the board includes Gordon Comeau, chair of BCSTA, and Gordon Swan, a director of BCPSEA. Retired teachers The B.C. Retired Teachers’ Association and the Canadian Association of Retired Teachers’ have sent their support as well as the Canadian Teachers’ Federation. B.C. Federation of Labour The following motion of support will be considered at the B.C. Federation of Labour November 24–27, 2003: The B.C. Federation of Labour fully supports the BCTF in its efforts to lobby the provincial government and opposition parties to support the following amendments to the Teaching Profession Act: To provide for two-thirds of the members of the BCCT Council to be elected in a democratic manner by practising members of the college. To remove Section 27.1 in order to protect teachers’ constitutional freedom of association and freedom of expression under the labour code and the Charter of Rights and Freedoms. To limit the interference of the provincial government in the operation of the B.C. College of Teachers. To ensure that discipline citations are initiated only by a college discipline committee that has a majority of elected council members. To replace the provisions of the public complaints with the process contained in the Teaching Profession Act prior to Bill 51. To eliminate Section 21.h of the Teaching Professional Act which provides for the college to establish and maintain a system of continuing teacher education." We have received letters of support from: Jim Sinclair, president, B.C. Federation of Labour Cindy Oliver, president, College Institute Educators’ Association Fred Muzin, president, Hospital Employees’ Union George Heyman, president, B.C. Government and Service Employees’ Union Cindy Stewart, president, Health Sciences Association CUPE, Vancouver Island local. The following labour councils have passed motions of support: Vancouver and District Labour Council, East Kootenay District Labour Council, and the Quesnel and District Labour Council. Public support More than three-quarters of British Columbians agree that teachers, not political appointees, should hold a majority of positions on the B.C. College of Teachers. Seventy-seven percent of British Columbians agreed that teachers should have a majority of their representatives on the college. And, interestingly, more than 74.4% of Liberal supporters agreed that teachers should have a majority. "More than 78% of teachers have written letters in opposition to the college changes. More than 75% of British Columbians agree that her government has made a mistake by taking over the college. Almost 75% of Liberal supporters think she made a mistake. We are once again calling on Clark to meet with us because teachers believe that sitting down and talking face-to-face is the best way to solve any problem, whether it’s between children in the school yard, between parents and teachers, or even between citizens and government. We are appealing to Ms. Clark to sit down and problem-solve with us," BCTF president Neil Worboys said. Of more than 30 professional colleges in B.C., the teachers’ is the only one not governed by a majority of practitioners of that profession. The province-wide poll was conducted October 1–9, 2003, by the Mustel Group and is accurate +/-4.4% at the 95% confidence level. Parents/PAC support A letter to the local Langley paper on October 21, 2003: Dear Editor: I teach my children that when they have conflicts with family or friends, it’s best to first work it out directly with that person. Any therapist worth his or her salt would give the same advice. Anything other than that is creating a triangle, detrimental to any co-operative relationship. Yet our education minister, Christy Clark, would like to see parents do just that ("Teachers raise ante in protest," October 14, 2003, The Langley Advance). Bothered by something your child’s teacher did? Well, heck, then just take it to the top. Why try to resolve it simply and efficiently, directly with the teacher, when you can bypass the teacher, the principal, the district, and the entire school board, and go straight to the B.C. College of Teachers? Why settle for molehills when you can have mountains? And just to stir the pot up a little more so that we can all be "engaged" in this process, let’s fill the seats at the college with a majority of non-teachers. Isn’t the governing body of every other profession occupied by individuals not employed in that profession? Oh, my mistake—that’s just Ms. Clark’s way of showing her "very deep respect for the professionalism of teachers." This woman needs to give her head a shake. If I were a teacher, I’d withhold my professional fees too. I have the utmost respect for the staff at my sons’ school, and am proud of the relationships I have formed between home and school. I, for one, will continue to approach my child’s teacher directly, if I have an issue, and only if it can’t be resolved that way will I take it to the next logical level, rather than leapfrog right to the top. I’ll be damned if Christy Clark and her gang of idiots are going to dictate how I resolve problems between my child and a teacher. Michele Lavery, Willoughby The following letter was sent to Christy Clark from a school PAC, October 27, 2003: It recently came to our attention that Bill 51 included significant changes to the Teaching Profession Act and the B.C. College of Teachers, and we would like to express our concerns regarding these changes. Aspiring to boost public confidence in the education system is an admirable goal but it appears that you have unwittingly set off in the opposite direction. The Province online poll published October 23, 2003, shows that 67.8% of the respondents said that the ability to bring complaints about teachers to the B.C. College of Teachers did not boost their confidence in the education system. We believe this is, in part, because of the sweeping changes you have initiated with the BCCT. As a result of these changes, a number of our teachers have asked the Maple Ridge School District not to deduct the $90 BCCT membership fees from their pay cheques. Membership implies that one has the ability to have some influence over, or say in, the matters of the group you are associated with. As you have summarily removed this ability, we agree fully that they should not be required to pay these fees and are sending a copy of this letter to the board of School District 42 in support of their request. While professional colleges have historically been governed by a majority elected from among their peers, the BCCT will now operate with a minority of elected professional members and a majority of cabinet appointments. We are of the opinion that registering a complaint to a board that is unfamiliar with the practical applications of teaching will cause more problems than it will solve. Would it be appropriate to ask a teacher to determine if a doctors’ medical treatment of a patient was suitable? Of course it wouldn’t. How could they possibly know; they are not doctors. So how can you deem it appropriate for a majority of political appointees to determine whether or not a teacher’s actions are acceptable? They have never taught. One of our members was especially upset as she had read that part of the college’s mandate was stated as being "to solicit" complaints, not "to address" them. While we applaud the move to allow parents to correspond directly with the college, we are dismayed that it is encouraged as the first step, not the last resort, as it should be. The parents and teachers in our school, along with many others that we are familiar with, enjoy a rapport based on respect, trust, and a common goal to do what is best for "our" children. We are worried that we will lose this collaborative effort as a great number of teachers have expressed reticence about participating in open and honest dialogue with parents for fear that if something is taken the wrong way, they will immediately be reported to the college. Misunderstandings are not uncommon when people are engaging in verbal communication, especially if, for example, the parent of an unruly child is being asked to participate in problem solving. Parents often hear with their hearts, not their heads. It will be daunting for a teacher to address such an issue knowing that if there is even the perception of a problem, they may be reported without first being given the chance to clear things up with further dialogue. Legislation that erodes the trust and communication we have built up over the years cannot possibly be seen as a positive step. At a district level, we have achieved successful relationships with our teachers and administrators based on mutual trust and respect. If your goal is truly to instill parental trust in our education system as a whole, your first step should be to foster that same environment between your ministry and our teachers. The shortage recently experienced in Ontario due to the adversarial nature of the relationship between teachers and their government was a disgrace and it is too high a price for our children—our future—to pay. Accordingly, we respectfully ask that you reconsider the request of the B.C. Teachers’ Federation for amendments to Bill 51. Terrie-Leah Kovesdi, Alexander Robinson Elementary School PAC Executive. Faculty association support Excerpt from a letter delivered to the Cranbrook District Teachers’ Association: "The College of the Rockies Faculty Association would like to lend our support in your struggle to oppose the effects of Bill 51 and the amendments it made to the Teaching Profession Act. "This draconian piece of legislation has created a College of Teachers that is no longer accountable to the taxpayers of this province, to the teachers who are expected to pay the bills, or to the students in your classrooms. Most professional governing bodies in this province have at least 2/3 of their members elected from within the profession. We believe that teachers should be represented on their professional body in at least the same proportion. We support you and all members of the BCTF in your fight to keep our public education system student focused and accountable." Velma McKay, president, College of the Rockies Faculty Association Vancouver secondary administrators speak up A letter to Tarry Grieve, the chairperson of the college council: I am writing on behalf of the Vancouver Association of Secondary School Administrators to express our initial response to the legislated changes to the College of Teachers. As you are aware, we are a separate and distinct organization from the B.C. Principals’ and Vice Principals’ Association, and therefore wish to address our concerns directly to you. We have reviewed the legislation and the recently released Strategic Plan of the college council, and are concerned that there appears to be a conflict with our basic beliefs in representation, professionalism, and due process. We, as an organization of educational administrators, uphold the following principles, which should be embedded in any structure that governs our profession. The governing college council should be representative of, and accountable to, the members of the College of Teachers. The majority should be elected by members and should include a provision which ensures school administrators’ representation. Existing processes at the school district level governing employer/employee relationships should not be suspended by college regulations. Processes used in initiating and investigating professional conduct and practices of members should be respectful of the dignity, confidentiality and the rights of the individual involved; initiation of any question of the performance should first, and primarily, be addressed at the local level. Members should have the opportunity to take responsibility for their professional growth, recognizing their individual, rather than prescribed, learning needs. We would appreciate an opportunity to clarify and explore these issues with you directly. Therefore we are requesting a meeting with you and other representatives of the college council at your earliest convenience. I can be reached at Templeton Secondary School (604-713-8984) or geadie@vsb.bc.ca. I look forward to hearing from you soon. Grace Eadie, president, Vancouver Association of Secondary School Administrators Peter Owens is an assistant director in the BCTF’s Communications and Campaigns Division and editor of Teacher newsmagazine. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/contacts.cfm?page=presidents&sort=1&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true,BCTF Contacts Home E-mail Lists Links A to Z Index Contact Us Help SITE SEARCH Quick Links BCTF formsBCTF NewsFrançaisLabour linksPensionsTeacher NewsmagazineTeaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Contact Us > Local Presidents Local Presidents and Contact Information Sorted by local name. Click here for sort by local number. *Sublocal       O: Office   OF: Office Fax Abbotsford District Teachers' Association (34) Doug Smuland 2570 Cyril Street Abbotsford, BC  V2S 2G2 O: 604-854-1946 OF: 604-850-5100 lp34@bctf.ca Alberni District Teachers' Union (701) Ken Zydyk 4913 Argyle Street Port Alberni, BC  V9Y 1V6 O: 250-724-5021 OF: 250-724-0442 lp701@bctf.ca Arrow Lakes Teachers' Association (10) Ric Bardati Box 422 New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0 O: 250-265-7062 OF: N/A lp10@bctf.ca Boundary District Teachers' Association (51) Norm Sabourin Box 634, 1815D Central Ave Grand Forks, BC  V0H 1H0 O: 250-442-3330 OF: N/A lp51@bctf.ca Bulkley Valley Teachers' Union (54) Ilona Weiss PO Box 2137, 3772 C 1st Ave Smithers, BC  V0J 2N0 O: 250-847-3127 OF: 250-847-3123 lp54@bctf.ca Burnaby Teachers' Association (41) Rae Figursky 115-3993 Henning Drive Burnaby, BC  V5C 6P7 O: 604 294-8141 OF: 604 294-9846 lp41@bctf.ca Burns Lake District Teachers' Union (55) Kathryn Warren Box 464 Burns Lake, BC  V0J 1E0 O: 250-692-7932 OF: 250-692-7597 lp55@bctf.ca Campbell River District Teachers' Association (72) Dave Harper 202-871 Island Hwy Campbell River, BC  V9W 2C2 O: 250-286-1663 OF: 250-286-1679 lp72@bctf.ca Cariboo-Chilcotin Teachers' Association (27) Murray Helmer 124D North 2nd Avenue Williams Lake, BC  V2G 1Z6 O: 250-398-7221 OF: 250-398-5913 lp27@bctf.ca Central Coast Teachers' Association (49) Marc Hedges Box 253 Hagensborg, BC  V0T 1H0 O: 250-982-2354 OF: 250-982-2354 lp49@bctf.ca Central Okanagan Teachers' Association (23) Susan Bauhart 210-1751 Harvey Avenue Kelowna, BC  V1Y 6G4 O: 250-860-3866 OF: 250-862-3024 lp23@bctf.ca Chetwynd Teachers' Association* (592) Leanne Robertson Box 2665 Chetwynd, BC  V0C 1J0 O: 250-788-2267 OF: 250-788-9729 lp592@bctf.ca Chilliwack Teachers' Association (33) Clint Johnston 203-45970 Airport Road Chilliwack, BC  V2P 1A2 O: 604-792-9233 OF: 604-792-9389 lp33@bctf.ca Comox District Teachers' Association (71) Nick Moore 491 4th Street Ste. C Courtenay, BC  V9N 1G9 O: 250-338-1461 OF: 250-338-1657 lp71@bctf.ca Coquitlam Teachers' Association (43) Charley King 208-2502 St. Johns Street Port Moody, BC  V3H 2B4 O: 604-936-9971 OF: 604-936-7515 lp43@bctf.ca Cowichan District Teachers' Association (65) Naomi Nilsson 201-394 Duncan Street Duncan, BC  V9L 3W4 O: 250-748-2251 OF: 250-748-5243 lp65@bctf.ca Cranbrook District Teachers' Association (2) Shelley Balfour 304-105 9th Avenue South Cranbrook, BC  V1C 2M1 O: 250-489-3717 OF: 250-489-3727 lp02@bctf.ca Creston Valley Teachers' Association (861) Becky Blair 1001 Railway Boulevard Creston, BC  V0B 1G3 O: 250-428-7006 OF: 250-428-8602 lp861@bctf.ca Delta Teachers' Association (37) Paul Steer 110-4977 Trenant St Delta, BC  V4K 2K5 O: 604-946-0391 OF: 604-946-1629 lp37@bctf.ca Fernie District Teachers' Association (1) Christina Smith Box 10 Fernie, BC  V0B 1M0 O: 250-423-3333 OF: 250-423-6134 lp01@bctf.ca Fort Nelson District Teachers' Association (81) Greg Gerwing Box 2031 Fort Nelson, BC  V0C 1R0 O: 250-775-1824 OF: N/A lp81@bctf.ca Fraser-Cascade Teachers' Association (78) Lynne Marvell Unit E, Box 1238 Hope, BC  V0X 1L0 O: 604-869-9383 OF: 604-869-3236 lp78@bctf.ca Gold Trail Teachers' Association (74) Cameron Rittinger Box 1437 Ashcroft, BC  V0K 1A0 O: 250-453-2696 OF: 250-453-2696 lp74@bctf.ca Golden Teachers' Association (18) Mike Archibald Box 430 Golden, BC  V0A 1H0 O: 250-344-5885 OF: 250-344-5890 lp18@bctf.ca Greater Victoria Teachers' Association (61) Bénula Larsen 965 Alston Street Victoria, BC  V9A 3S5 O: 250-595-0181 OF: 250-595-0189 lp61@bctf.ca Gulf Islands Teachers' Association (64) Deborah Nostdal Box 537 Salt Spring Island, BC  V8K 2W2 O: 250-537-4990 OF: 250-537-4990 lp64@bctf.ca Haida Gwaii Teachers' Association (50) Jennifer Jury c/o PO Box 325 Queen Charlotte City, BC  V0T 1S0 O: 250-637-1805 OF: N/A lp50@bctf.ca Kamloops Thompson Teachers' Association (73) David Komljenovic 202/204-1157 12th Street Kamloops, BC  V2B 7L2 O: 250-554-1223 OF: 250-554-1311 lp73@bctf.ca Kimberley Teachers' Association (3) Sally Struthers 201-144 Deer Park Avenue Kimberley, BC  V1A 2J4 O: 250-432-9729 OF: N/A lp03@bctf.ca Kitimat District Teachers' Association (80) Kim Meyer 233 Enterprise Avenue Kitimat, BC  V8C 2C8 O: 250-632-3109 OF: 250-632-3108 lp80@bctf.ca Kootenay Columbia Teachers' Union (20) Andy Davidoff 1657 Hwy 3A Castlegar, BC  V1N 4N5 O: 250-364-1740 OF: 250-364-1750 lp20@bctf.ca Kootenay Lake Teachers' Association* (862) Cam Zuk Box 671 Kaslo, BC  V0G 1M0 O: 250-353-2227 OF: N/A lp862@bctf.ca Lake Cowichan Teachers' Association (66) Chris Rolls 5610 West Riverbottom Rd Duncan, BC  V9L 6H9 O: 250-748-0011 OF: N/A lp66@bctf.ca Langley Teachers' Association (35) Gail Chaddock Costello 100-5786 Glover Road Langley, BC  V3A 4H9 O: 604-533-1618 OF: 604-533-1400 lp35@bctf.ca Mackenzie Teachers' Association* (572) Shannon Pride Box 1836 Mackenzie, BC  V0J 2C0 O: 250-997-6340 OF: N/A lp572@bctf.ca Maple Ridge Teachers' Association (42) George Serra 11771 Fraser Street Maple Ridge, BC  V2X 6C6 O: 604-467-2111 OF: 604-467-0815 lp42@bctf.ca McBride-Valemount Teachers' Association* (573) Jennifer L'Arrivee 2265 Red Tail Road Mcbride, BC  V0J 2E0 O: 250-569-2295 OF: N/A lp573@bctf.ca Mission Teachers' Union (75) Mark Bradshaw 100-33344 2nd Ave Mission, BC  V2V 1K3 O: 604-826-0112 OF: 604-826-3435 lp75@bctf.ca Mount Arrowsmith Teachers' Association (69) Debbie Morran Box 1286 Parksville, BC  V9P 2H3 O: 250-248-3496 OF: 250-248-3440 lp69@bctf.ca Nanaimo District Teachers' Association (68) Mike Ball 3137 Barons Road Nanaimo, BC  V9T 5W5 O: 250-756-1237 OF: 250-756-0188 lp68@bctf.ca Nechako Teachers' Union (56) Thomas Thalheimer Box 978 Vanderhoof, BC  V0J 3A0 O: 250-567-5040 OF: 250-567-5060 lp56@bctf.ca Nelson District Teachers' Association (7) Paul Boscariol PO Box 1012 Nelson, BC  V1L 6A5 O: 250-354-4142 OF: 250-354-1558 lp07@bctf.ca New Westminster Teachers' Union (40) Grant Osborne 607 Columbia St New Westminster, BC  V3M 1A7 O: 604-526-8990 OF: 604-526-8912 lp40@bctf.ca Nicola Valley Teachers' Union (31) Peter Vogt Box 849 Merritt, BC  V1K 1B8 O: 250-378-5060 OF: 250-378-5060 lp31@bctf.ca Nisga'a Teachers' Union (92) Richard Hotson Box 226 New Aiyansh, BC  V0J 1A0 O: 250-633-2571 OF: 250-633-2574 lp92@bctf.ca North Okanagan-Shuswap Teachers' Association (83) Brenda O'Dell Box 187 Salmon Arm, BC  V1E 4N3 O: 250-832-1933 OF: 250-832-4592 lp83@bctf.ca North Vancouver Teachers' Association (44) Carolyn Pena 100 - 133 West 17th Street North Vancouver, BC  V7M 1V5 O: 604 988-3224 OF: 604 980-8092 lp44@bctf.ca Okanagan Skaha Teachers' Union (67) Leslea Woodward 697 Martin Street Penticton, BC  V2A 5L5 O: 250-492-4915 OF: 250-492-5540 lp67@bctf.ca Peace River North Teachers' Association (60) Michele Wiebe Box 6057 Fort St John, BC  V1J 4H6 O: 250-785-8881 OF: 250-785-8881 lp60@bctf.ca Peace River South Teachers' Association (591) Lorraine MacKay Box 145 Dawson Creek, BC  V1G 4G3 O: 250-782-1284 OF: 250-782-1280 lp591@bctf.ca Powell River District Teachers' Association (47) Cathy Fisher 201-4400 Marine Avenue Powell River, BC  V8A 2K1 O: 604-485-5212 OF: 604-485-2882 lp47@bctf.ca Prince George District Teachers' Association (571) Tina Cousins 101-1968 Queensway Prince George, BC  V2L 1M2 O: 250-562-7214 OF: 250-562-5743 lp571@bctf.ca Prince Rupert District Teachers' Union (52) Kathy Murphy c/o Fisherman's Hall, 869 Fraser Street Prince Rupert, BC  V8J 1R1 O: 250-627-1700 OF: 250-624-6784 lp52@bctf.ca Princeton District Teachers' Union (17) Robert Tarswell Box 1019 Princeton, BC  V0X 1W0 O: 250-295-6684 OF: 250-295-6684 lp17@bctf.ca Quesnel District Teachers' Association (28) Lisa Kishkan Box 4643 Quesnel, BC  V2J 3J8 O: 250-992-3737 OF: 250-992-3638 lp28@bctf.ca Revelstoke Teachers' Association (19) Jennifer Wolney Box 72 Revelstoke, BC  V0E 2S0 O: 250-837-2255 OF: 250-837-2255 lp19@bctf.ca Richmond Teachers' Association (38) Al Klassen 210-7360 Westminster Hwy Richmond, BC  V6X 1A1 O: 604-278-2539 OF: 604-278-4320 lp38@bctf.ca Saanich Teachers' Association (63) Mark Skanks 6843 Central Saanich Road Saanichton, BC  V8Z 5V4 O: 778-426-1426 OF: 778-426-0716 lp63@bctf.ca Sea to Sky Teachers' Association (48) Carl Walker 104-40775 Tantalus Rd Squamish, BC  V8B 0N2 O: 604-892-3056 OF: 604-892-2296 lp48@bctf.ca SEPF (93) Sylvie Liechtele 100-550 West 6th Avenue Vancouver, BC  V5Z 4P2 O: 604-871-1866 OF: N/A lp93@bctf.ca Sooke Teachers' Association (62) Ian Johnson 201-716 Goldstream Avenue Victoria, BC  V9B 2X3 O: 250-474-3181 OF: 250-474-5555 lp62@bctf.ca South Okanagan Similkameen Teachers' Union (53) Sylvia Slater Box 1586 Oliver, BC  V0H 1T0 O: 250-498-2255 OF: N/A lp53@bctf.ca Stikine Teachers' Association (87) Asa Berg c/o Asa Berg, Box 469 Atlin, BC  V0W 1A0 O: 250-651-7820 OF: 250-651-7820 lp87@bctf.ca Sunshine Coast Teachers' Association (46) Louise Herle Box 951 Sechelt, BC  V0N 3A0 O: 604-885-7944 OF: 604-885-9837 lp46@bctf.ca Surrey Teachers' Association (36) Jennifer Wadge 201-9030 King George Boulevard Surrey, BC  V3V 7Y3 O: 604-594-5353 OF: 604-594-5176 lp36@bctf.ca Terrace District Teachers' Union (881) Cathy Lambright 4733 Park Avenue Terrace, BC  V8G 1W2 O: 250-635-4659 OF: N/A lp881@bctf.ca Tumbler Ridge Teachers' Association* (593) Karen Edwards 127 Gwillim Crescent, Box 1003 Tumbler Ridge, BC  V0C 2W0 O: 250-242-5281 OF: 250-242-5785 lp593@bctf.ca Upper Skeena Teachers* (882) Joslyn Bagg Box 562 New Hazelton, BC  V0J 2Y0 O: 250-842-6613 OF: N/A lp882@bctf.ca Vancouver Elementary School Teachers' Association (391) Dan Graves 2915 Commercial Dr Vancouver, BC  V5N 4C8 O: 604-873-8378 OF: 604-873-2652 lp391@bctf.ca Vancouver Island North Teachers' Association (85) Shawn Gough Box 5151, 6855 Market St Port Hardy, BC  V0N 2P0 O: 250-949-8888 OF: 250-949-8882 lp85@bctf.ca Vancouver Island West Teachers' Union (84) Ryan Meise PO Box 137 Gold River, BC  V0P 1G0 O: 250-283-9081 OF: N/A lp84@bctf.ca Vancouver Secondary Teachers' Association (392) Debbie Pawluk 2915 Commercial Drive Vancouver, BC  V5N 4C8 O: 604-873-5570 OF: 604-873-3916 lp392@bctf.ca Vernon Teachers' Association (22) Heather Malcolm 4004 31st Street Vernon, BC  V1T 5J6 O: 250-542-0456 OF: 250-542-0564 lp22@bctf.ca West Vancouver Teachers' Association (45) Rob Millard 4915 Marine Drive West Vancouver, BC  V7W 2P5 O: 604-926-1617 OF: 604-926-1119 lp45@bctf.ca Windermere Teachers' Association (4) Doug Murray Box 478 Invermere, BC  V0A 1K0 O: 250-341-5158 OF: N/A lp04@bctf.ca About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy Close Window Print Page   Local Presidents and Contact Information Sorted by local name. Click here for sort by local number. *Sublocal       O: Office   OF: Office Fax Abbotsford District Teachers' Association (34) Doug Smuland 2570 Cyril Street Abbotsford, BC  V2S 2G2 O: 604-854-1946 OF: 604-850-5100 lp34@bctf.ca Alberni District Teachers' Union (701) Ken Zydyk 4913 Argyle Street Port Alberni, BC  V9Y 1V6 O: 250-724-5021 OF: 250-724-0442 lp701@bctf.ca Arrow Lakes Teachers' Association (10) Ric Bardati Box 422 New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0 O: 250-265-7062 OF: N/A lp10@bctf.ca Boundary District Teachers' Association (51) Norm Sabourin Box 634, 1815D Central Ave Grand Forks, BC  V0H 1H0 O: 250-442-3330 OF: N/A lp51@bctf.ca Bulkley Valley Teachers' Union (54) Ilona Weiss PO Box 2137, 3772 C 1st Ave Smithers, BC  V0J 2N0 O: 250-847-3127 OF: 250-847-3123 lp54@bctf.ca Burnaby Teachers' Association (41) Rae Figursky 115-3993 Henning Drive Burnaby, BC  V5C 6P7 O: 604 294-8141 OF: 604 294-9846 lp41@bctf.ca Burns Lake District Teachers' Union (55) Kathryn Warren Box 464 Burns Lake, BC  V0J 1E0 O: 250-692-7932 OF: 250-692-7597 lp55@bctf.ca Campbell River District Teachers' Association (72) Dave Harper 202-871 Island Hwy Campbell River, BC  V9W 2C2 O: 250-286-1663 OF: 250-286-1679 lp72@bctf.ca Cariboo-Chilcotin Teachers' Association (27) Murray Helmer 124D North 2nd Avenue Williams Lake, BC  V2G 1Z6 O: 250-398-7221 OF: 250-398-5913 lp27@bctf.ca Central Coast Teachers' Association (49) Marc Hedges Box 253 Hagensborg, BC  V0T 1H0 O: 250-982-2354 OF: 250-982-2354 lp49@bctf.ca Central Okanagan Teachers' Association (23) Susan Bauhart 210-1751 Harvey Avenue Kelowna, BC  V1Y 6G4 O: 250-860-3866 OF: 250-862-3024 lp23@bctf.ca Chetwynd Teachers' Association* (592) Leanne Robertson Box 2665 Chetwynd, BC  V0C 1J0 O: 250-788-2267 OF: 250-788-9729 lp592@bctf.ca Chilliwack Teachers' Association (33) Clint Johnston 203-45970 Airport Road Chilliwack, BC  V2P 1A2 O: 604-792-9233 OF: 604-792-9389 lp33@bctf.ca Comox District Teachers' Association (71) Nick Moore 491 4th Street Ste. C Courtenay, BC  V9N 1G9 O: 250-338-1461 OF: 250-338-1657 lp71@bctf.ca Coquitlam Teachers' Association (43) Charley King 208-2502 St. Johns Street Port Moody, BC  V3H 2B4 O: 604-936-9971 OF: 604-936-7515 lp43@bctf.ca Cowichan District Teachers' Association (65) Naomi Nilsson 201-394 Duncan Street Duncan, BC  V9L 3W4 O: 250-748-2251 OF: 250-748-5243 lp65@bctf.ca Cranbrook District Teachers' Association (2) Shelley Balfour 304-105 9th Avenue South Cranbrook, BC  V1C 2M1 O: 250-489-3717 OF: 250-489-3727 lp02@bctf.ca Creston Valley Teachers' Association (861) Becky Blair 1001 Railway Boulevard Creston, BC  V0B 1G3 O: 250-428-7006 OF: 250-428-8602 lp861@bctf.ca Delta Teachers' Association (37) Paul Steer 110-4977 Trenant St Delta, BC  V4K 2K5 O: 604-946-0391 OF: 604-946-1629 lp37@bctf.ca Fernie District Teachers' Association (1) Christina Smith Box 10 Fernie, BC  V0B 1M0 O: 250-423-3333 OF: 250-423-6134 lp01@bctf.ca Fort Nelson District Teachers' Association (81) Greg Gerwing Box 2031 Fort Nelson, BC  V0C 1R0 O: 250-775-1824 OF: N/A lp81@bctf.ca Fraser-Cascade Teachers' Association (78) Lynne Marvell Unit E, Box 1238 Hope, BC  V0X 1L0 O: 604-869-9383 OF: 604-869-3236 lp78@bctf.ca Gold Trail Teachers' Association (74) Cameron Rittinger Box 1437 Ashcroft, BC  V0K 1A0 O: 250-453-2696 OF: 250-453-2696 lp74@bctf.ca Golden Teachers' Association (18) Mike Archibald Box 430 Golden, BC  V0A 1H0 O: 250-344-5885 OF: 250-344-5890 lp18@bctf.ca Greater Victoria Teachers' Association (61) Bénula Larsen 965 Alston Street Victoria, BC  V9A 3S5 O: 250-595-0181 OF: 250-595-0189 lp61@bctf.ca Gulf Islands Teachers' Association (64) Deborah Nostdal Box 537 Salt Spring Island, BC  V8K 2W2 O: 250-537-4990 OF: 250-537-4990 lp64@bctf.ca Haida Gwaii Teachers' Association (50) Jennifer Jury c/o PO Box 325 Queen Charlotte City, BC  V0T 1S0 O: 250-637-1805 OF: N/A lp50@bctf.ca Kamloops Thompson Teachers' Association (73) David Komljenovic 202/204-1157 12th Street Kamloops, BC  V2B 7L2 O: 250-554-1223 OF: 250-554-1311 lp73@bctf.ca Kimberley Teachers' Association (3) Sally Struthers 201-144 Deer Park Avenue Kimberley, BC  V1A 2J4 O: 250-432-9729 OF: N/A lp03@bctf.ca Kitimat District Teachers' Association (80) Kim Meyer 233 Enterprise Avenue Kitimat, BC  V8C 2C8 O: 250-632-3109 OF: 250-632-3108 lp80@bctf.ca Kootenay Columbia Teachers' Union (20) Andy Davidoff 1657 Hwy 3A Castlegar, BC  V1N 4N5 O: 250-364-1740 OF: 250-364-1750 lp20@bctf.ca Kootenay Lake Teachers' Association* (862) Cam Zuk Box 671 Kaslo, BC  V0G 1M0 O: 250-353-2227 OF: N/A lp862@bctf.ca Lake Cowichan Teachers' Association (66) Chris Rolls 5610 West Riverbottom Rd Duncan, BC  V9L 6H9 O: 250-748-0011 OF: N/A lp66@bctf.ca Langley Teachers' Association (35) Gail Chaddock Costello 100-5786 Glover Road Langley, BC  V3A 4H9 O: 604-533-1618 OF: 604-533-1400 lp35@bctf.ca Mackenzie Teachers' Association* (572) Shannon Pride Box 1836 Mackenzie, BC  V0J 2C0 O: 250-997-6340 OF: N/A lp572@bctf.ca Maple Ridge Teachers' Association (42) George Serra 11771 Fraser Street Maple Ridge, BC  V2X 6C6 O: 604-467-2111 OF: 604-467-0815 lp42@bctf.ca McBride-Valemount Teachers' Association* (573) Jennifer L'Arrivee 2265 Red Tail Road Mcbride, BC  V0J 2E0 O: 250-569-2295 OF: N/A lp573@bctf.ca Mission Teachers' Union (75) Mark Bradshaw 100-33344 2nd Ave Mission, BC  V2V 1K3 O: 604-826-0112 OF: 604-826-3435 lp75@bctf.ca Mount Arrowsmith Teachers' Association (69) Debbie Morran Box 1286 Parksville, BC  V9P 2H3 O: 250-248-3496 OF: 250-248-3440 lp69@bctf.ca Nanaimo District Teachers' Association (68) Mike Ball 3137 Barons Road Nanaimo, BC  V9T 5W5 O: 250-756-1237 OF: 250-756-0188 lp68@bctf.ca Nechako Teachers' Union (56) Thomas Thalheimer Box 978 Vanderhoof, BC  V0J 3A0 O: 250-567-5040 OF: 250-567-5060 lp56@bctf.ca Nelson District Teachers' Association (7) Paul Boscariol PO Box 1012 Nelson, BC  V1L 6A5 O: 250-354-4142 OF: 250-354-1558 lp07@bctf.ca New Westminster Teachers' Union (40) Grant Osborne 607 Columbia St New Westminster, BC  V3M 1A7 O: 604-526-8990 OF: 604-526-8912 lp40@bctf.ca Nicola Valley Teachers' Union (31) Peter Vogt Box 849 Merritt, BC  V1K 1B8 O: 250-378-5060 OF: 250-378-5060 lp31@bctf.ca Nisga'a Teachers' Union (92) Richard Hotson Box 226 New Aiyansh, BC  V0J 1A0 O: 250-633-2571 OF: 250-633-2574 lp92@bctf.ca North Okanagan-Shuswap Teachers' Association (83) Brenda O'Dell Box 187 Salmon Arm, BC  V1E 4N3 O: 250-832-1933 OF: 250-832-4592 lp83@bctf.ca North Vancouver Teachers' Association (44) Carolyn Pena 100 - 133 West 17th Street North Vancouver, BC  V7M 1V5 O: 604 988-3224 OF: 604 980-8092 lp44@bctf.ca Okanagan Skaha Teachers' Union (67) Leslea Woodward 697 Martin Street Penticton, BC  V2A 5L5 O: 250-492-4915 OF: 250-492-5540 lp67@bctf.ca Peace River North Teachers' Association (60) Michele Wiebe Box 6057 Fort St John, BC  V1J 4H6 O: 250-785-8881 OF: 250-785-8881 lp60@bctf.ca Peace River South Teachers' Association (591) Lorraine MacKay Box 145 Dawson Creek, BC  V1G 4G3 O: 250-782-1284 OF: 250-782-1280 lp591@bctf.ca Powell River District Teachers' Association (47) Cathy Fisher 201-4400 Marine Avenue Powell River, BC  V8A 2K1 O: 604-485-5212 OF: 604-485-2882 lp47@bctf.ca Prince George District Teachers' Association (571) Tina Cousins 101-1968 Queensway Prince George, BC  V2L 1M2 O: 250-562-7214 OF: 250-562-5743 lp571@bctf.ca Prince Rupert District Teachers' Union (52) Kathy Murphy c/o Fisherman's Hall, 869 Fraser Street Prince Rupert, BC  V8J 1R1 O: 250-627-1700 OF: 250-624-6784 lp52@bctf.ca Princeton District Teachers' Union (17) Robert Tarswell Box 1019 Princeton, BC  V0X 1W0 O: 250-295-6684 OF: 250-295-6684 lp17@bctf.ca Quesnel District Teachers' Association (28) Lisa Kishkan Box 4643 Quesnel, BC  V2J 3J8 O: 250-992-3737 OF: 250-992-3638 lp28@bctf.ca Revelstoke Teachers' Association (19) Jennifer Wolney Box 72 Revelstoke, BC  V0E 2S0 O: 250-837-2255 OF: 250-837-2255 lp19@bctf.ca Richmond Teachers' Association (38) Al Klassen 210-7360 Westminster Hwy Richmond, BC  V6X 1A1 O: 604-278-2539 OF: 604-278-4320 lp38@bctf.ca Saanich Teachers' Association (63) Mark Skanks 6843 Central Saanich Road Saanichton, BC  V8Z 5V4 O: 778-426-1426 OF: 778-426-0716 lp63@bctf.ca Sea to Sky Teachers' Association (48) Carl Walker 104-40775 Tantalus Rd Squamish, BC  V8B 0N2 O: 604-892-3056 OF: 604-892-2296 lp48@bctf.ca SEPF (93) Sylvie Liechtele 100-550 West 6th Avenue Vancouver, BC  V5Z 4P2 O: 604-871-1866 OF: N/A lp93@bctf.ca Sooke Teachers' Association (62) Ian Johnson 201-716 Goldstream Avenue Victoria, BC  V9B 2X3 O: 250-474-3181 OF: 250-474-5555 lp62@bctf.ca South Okanagan Similkameen Teachers' Union (53) Sylvia Slater Box 1586 Oliver, BC  V0H 1T0 O: 250-498-2255 OF: N/A lp53@bctf.ca Stikine Teachers' Association (87) Asa Berg c/o Asa Berg, Box 469 Atlin, BC  V0W 1A0 O: 250-651-7820 OF: 250-651-7820 lp87@bctf.ca Sunshine Coast Teachers' Association (46) Louise Herle Box 951 Sechelt, BC  V0N 3A0 O: 604-885-7944 OF: 604-885-9837 lp46@bctf.ca Surrey Teachers' Association (36) Jennifer Wadge 201-9030 King George Boulevard Surrey, BC  V3V 7Y3 O: 604-594-5353 OF: 604-594-5176 lp36@bctf.ca Terrace District Teachers' Union (881) Cathy Lambright 4733 Park Avenue Terrace, BC  V8G 1W2 O: 250-635-4659 OF: N/A lp881@bctf.ca Tumbler Ridge Teachers' Association* (593) Karen Edwards 127 Gwillim Crescent, Box 1003 Tumbler Ridge, BC  V0C 2W0 O: 250-242-5281 OF: 250-242-5785 lp593@bctf.ca Upper Skeena Teachers* (882) Joslyn Bagg Box 562 New Hazelton, BC  V0J 2Y0 O: 250-842-6613 OF: N/A lp882@bctf.ca Vancouver Elementary School Teachers' Association (391) Dan Graves 2915 Commercial Dr Vancouver, BC  V5N 4C8 O: 604-873-8378 OF: 604-873-2652 lp391@bctf.ca Vancouver Island North Teachers' Association (85) Shawn Gough Box 5151, 6855 Market St Port Hardy, BC  V0N 2P0 O: 250-949-8888 OF: 250-949-8882 lp85@bctf.ca Vancouver Island West Teachers' Union (84) Ryan Meise PO Box 137 Gold River, BC  V0P 1G0 O: 250-283-9081 OF: N/A lp84@bctf.ca Vancouver Secondary Teachers' Association (392) Debbie Pawluk 2915 Commercial Drive Vancouver, BC  V5N 4C8 O: 604-873-5570 OF: 604-873-3916 lp392@bctf.ca Vernon Teachers' Association (22) Heather Malcolm 4004 31st Street Vernon, BC  V1T 5J6 O: 250-542-0456 OF: 250-542-0564 lp22@bctf.ca West Vancouver Teachers' Association (45) Rob Millard 4915 Marine Drive West Vancouver, BC  V7W 2P5 O: 604-926-1617 OF: 604-926-1119 lp45@bctf.ca Windermere Teachers' Association (4) Doug Murray Box 478 Invermere, BC  V0A 1K0 O: 250-341-5158 OF: N/A lp04@bctf.ca)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=17082,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2008 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 3, November 2008  Bloom with the Vancouver Cherry Blossom Festival March and April, 2009, Carole MacRury, a local published haiku poet and professional photographer,will offer Haiku Garden Workshops for children as part of the 2009 Cherry Blossom Festival. MacRury: “Haiku is taking a picture with your eye, like a cinematic freeze-frame image that evokes the essence of a moment keenly perceived in which nature is linked to human nature. MacRury stresses that haiku is written worldwide by all ages and that teachers can benefit by discovering the hidden depths of this small poetic form. “What is learned in the sessions doesn’t end there but can go back to the classroom and also on to the Internet, which is children’s natural communication today.” MacRury points out that the Internet has brought together a cross-culture sharing of haiku around the world. Simply put, she says, “Haiku is hot.” The workshops are at VanDusen Botanical Garden in Vancouver. Each holds no more than 30 students and is for Grades 5 to 9 inclusive. In each two-hour workshop children learn the experience of haiku by starting with an inspirational walk in the garden. This is followed by an audio/visual slide show of haiku and photography and then onward to an interactive discussion on haiku techniques that will have the children putting pen to paper. To register for the sessions contact Wendi Grigorian, Youth Education Co-ordinator 604-257-8669 or Festival Director Linda Poole, 604-767-9044. For information on the festival visit www.vcbf.ca. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media last tweet "" @ - 12:00am Follow @ last post "" facebook/ - Jan 1st Like Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/news/page/3/bcbudget.gov.bc.ca,Page not found | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate July 2, 2014 Vancouver Leader’s Dinner This year’s Vancouver Leader’s Dinner not only saw the biggest turnout ever but also a speech that reassured the room of our commitment to building a better British Columbia. Join the Party bcliberals last tweet "#FunFriday Fact: #BC has the highest small business employment in Canada. October is Small Business Month! Check out: http://t.co/20bcLmlvFP" @bcliberals - 03:55pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Christy Clark Follow Featured Articles Sep 19BCTF Members Ratify Agreement Sep 17Education Update: A Message from Premier Christy Clark Sep 4Frequently Asked Questions Upcoming Events Oct 3Tri-Cities Fundraiser Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141006,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2014/09/tentative-agreement-yes-or-no.html?showComment0751411161268909,Staffroom Confidential: Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, September 16, 2014 Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Despite what I know was a herculean effort on the part of our bargaining team, I very much hope that BC teachers will vote no to the tentative agreement. After five weeks of strike, and twelve years of legal battles, this is not the deal that will restore sanity to public education and it is not a fair deal for teachers and students. Just as teachers in Saskatchewan rejected a deal to ensure a better outcome, I hope BC teachers will consider a no vote to let our team know we have to go back to the bargaining table. Class size, composition The agreement provided a modified LIF fund starting at $75 million per year and increasing to $85 by the last year. It is for teachers only, which will mean a slight improvement in Districts where sizeable portions were spent on Education Assistants or senior District staff rather than teachers. However, in an average size District like Victoria (20,000 students, 1,000 teachers), this will translate into about 5-10 more teachers. That is one for every five schools. To put it in comparison, Justice Griffin's judgement estimated the lost funding due to lost class size language at about $330 million in current dollars. (Read more here about the proposed Education Fund.) I heard so many teachers speak up about the need to ensure that we do not return to over-crowded classes when the strike ends. This agreement does very little to alleviate what is the most pressing issue. Throwing away the court victory The agreement provides a "reopener" in the event we win on appeal our class size language. What this means is that the language returns, but is not implemented until new language is negotiated. Without the actual implementation of the returned language, there will be very little incentive for the government to bargain it back. We would essentially be back in the very same position we are in today, with government trying to bargain it out and us trying to bargain it back in. In my opinion, even if we were legislated back to work we would be in a superior position. If we won the appeal the government would then be forced to implement the language. We are thus throwing away our historic court victory and the bargaining pressure it potentially creates. The reopener is really only mildly less offensive than E80. In both cases, we have to bargain back what was illegally taken from our contract and the government will probably never have to restore it. In fact, the "reopener" creates the perfect opportunity for government to lock us out to try and force us to agree to something far inferior. Throwing away the remedy for the last twelve years The agreement provides $105 million to compensate for grievances over-sized classes for the last twelve years. Using Justice Griffin's estimates, our loss is roughly $300 million times 12 = over $3 billion. I cannot fathom how $105 million is a fair compromise. The BCTF's original proposal to put this money back into the system was a more fair and productive approach. This agreement means we can no longer go to the courts for a fair remedy. Wages The agreement is very close to government's original offer. While I would be willing to accept this if the class size language was returned, teachers should not be taking such a significant monetary loss without the commensurate gain in working conditions. We have lost roughly 12% of our annual salary. We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut. Minimal improvements There are very minimal improvements in preparation time for elementary teachers (10 minutes per week), and TTOC daily rate. The TTOC daily rate change may depend on your grid placement. It could actually be a wage loss for long term TTOCs who are above category 5 and step 7. There is also $11 million in health and dental benefits. At 40,000 members, this is $275 each. Hardly worth consideration in the context of the rest of the agreement. What next? There are a variety of options if we vote no. We can continue the strike. We can choose to return to work and continue bargaining. We do not, and should not, accept an agreement that doesn't meet our needs and doesn't meet the needs of students and public education. When Saskatchewan teachers rejected the first deal which had 5.5% wage increases over four years, the second deal had 7.3% increases over four years. They have said this still isn't good enough. For us, our main issue is classroom conditions. We need to say this isn't good enough. The way to do that is to vote no. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 7:48 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 124 comments: Troy MooreSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:17 PM The EC recommendation states the open clause will be argued from restored language. However, selling our grievances for nothing as the 105 million is strike savings, is plenty of reason to vote no. Further, no composition caps, but a fund controlled by Superintendents is enough reason to vote no. Thursday I will vote no.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:06 PM Re-opener also says "education fund" in place until new language bargained, so old language can disappear forever.Delete Reply Mme RousseauSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:33 PM Government starved us to death hoping we'd vote yes to whatever deal they'd offer. Planned it from the start.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:07 PM We can sill choose (collectively) to return to work if we reject this deal. Many options.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:09 PM Great analysis, Tara! I think that returning to work would be a bad idea. This will frustrate parents more if they need to find new ways to deal with taking care fo kids. USe the money given to you by the other unions. I am a teacher who had to quit for stress over the terrible condition of work (split FI grade 4/5, several low LD kids with little support, one severe with no support, 2 gifted (no support), and a principal who expected me to teach 2 separate social studies AND science programs)Delete Reply Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:56 PM Good points by all but the gov't succeeded in starving my family out and completly breaking us. I will be voting YES and live to fight another dayReplyDelete Replies schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:21 PM 'Fight another day'? In the last twelve years that we have been pushing back against this government, never has the tide tide been so much with teachers, class size/composition, and public education - and never has the government been pushed back onto the ropes (especially with the call for binding arbitration). What 'other day' is being proposed that we wait for? Now is the time. Vote 'no' and give the BCTF bargaining team a renewed mandate to get a decent deal for students and teachers.Delete Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:10 PM "Another day" means to wake up and realize that 2more weeks means my family of 5 could lose our home. It means I will do all I can to recall Cc, Factbender, and other mla's, and maybe even having "a guy I know" have a chat with them. In year 1 of their reign, I don't believe they even know what "the ropes" are. I will vote YES ...for my family, and I can live with thatDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:12 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply Karen FergusonSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:03 PM Just a question: When the Saskatchewan teachers voted no, had they already been on strike for 5 weeks?ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM No. They are working with no contract. They are not on strike.Delete Shannon DavisSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:23 AM I am a Saskatchewan teacher. We are not on strike; we are currently in the conciliation process after voting "no" to 2 previous offersDelete Reply "Mama Rose"September 16, 2014 at 9:27 PM Can we truly return to work without agreeing and continue bargaining? When I suggested returning to work a few weeks ago, the answer was "being on strike puts pressure on the gov't and without pressure they have no reason to settle." And can you explain more how legislating us back would be better than agreeing to this deal? And finally, why would the BCTF executive put forward a deal that was not a good one?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:30 PM Because they need confirmation of the resolve of the membership to get something better. That is what a no vote does.Delete Reply Troylana MSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:28 PM some great points to ponder, tara......thinking thinking....ReplyDelete schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:43 PM If we vote 'no' to the tentative deal we still have options: We'd not have a contract. But we could... a) strike with full picket lines b) partially strike with phase 1 (work-to-rule) in schools c) partially strike with periodic/rotating job action d) continue negotiating e) return to work and re-escalate strike f) some/all of the above ReplyDelete Replies Caroline MackenzieSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:21 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:14 PM a) will expedite matters (I say less that 3 days)Delete Reply danabjornsonSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:05 PM I am thinking that a legislated, crappier contract would only be in effect for 2 years max (before elections...). If we take this offer, then we will be agreeing to this pseudo-E80. Should we win the court case (which we likely will), we will have to settle on the terms of the THIS negotiated contract which doesn't actually restore learning conditions; it simply allows for those conditions to be negotiated. If we say n, then we default to the 2002 contract, which DOES restore the language. A "yes" vote is saying that we are good on "crumbs"; a "no" vote is saying we want an actual meal. That's my understanding, anyway. Please correct me where I am wrong, Tara. :)ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:44 PM And word is IF they legislate, they could opt to legislate back Grade 10-12 only causing the union to have to lay off all teachers and re-hire based on seniority. That will tear the union at the seams pitting teacher against teacher for those positions. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:17 PM There will be a general strike if that were to happen! They better not do this. They will regret it.Delete Reply imaginefunlearningSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:09 PM Some good points on the background of our fight over the past 12 years, which I have been actively engaged in; however we need to recognize the climate we are in. We are not in Sask. people! We have just come through a very long summer!! We need to thank our @bctf bargaining team & recognize the toll this has taken on all of us & our families. I don't have the luxury of more time on the strike line. This may be as good as it gets. Let's read the agreement and consider getting back to work and making some $ again! That's my 2 cents worth, which would come in really handy right now!!!ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:18 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply RobSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:11 PM Go back in work to rule mode. Work this winter to recall every Liberal MLA. ThAt is the only way to apply pressure to these criminals. ReplyDelete Replies Kate RestonSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:03 PM Recall! Not sure who won the battle but the war is still onDelete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:14 AM Well said Kate... I agree 100%Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:20 PM I think say NO and a better deal will be done in less than 3 days. These guys are not criminals, they are lower than that. I bet they get a sick pleasure in hurting the kids and the teachers.Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:31 PM An official recall is in the works: https://www.facebook.com/groups/316129595235450/?fref=ts Please consider joining.Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:26 AM Leah - do you honestly think anyone who voted BC Liberal did so thinking that they would act any differently on the education file?Delete Reply JJSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:16 PM I am glad to see other members who share my views. I am outraged at a 1.2 percent "raise" in salary per year that doesn't even meet inflation of currently 2%. I feel used and abused.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:23 PM Not to mention all of the other pittance! I am actually surprised that Iker asked teachers to vote on this! Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:18 PM Hi Tara Thanks for the summary! Will we be able to vote NO to the deal, but vote YES to returning to work? Will there be three options when we vote Thursday? Why did the BCTF agree to a substandard deal for us? If we vote no to a deal that was recommended to us, the teachers look like the bad guys and public approval will plummet. I am very disappointed and frustratedReplyDelete Replies KataSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:12 AM Public approval will not necessarily plummet. I have seen strikes where the membership has voted against the executive's "best results to date", and ended up with a better offer. This offer is an insult. The $300 million will not bring funding to the national average (I believe). More importantly, the wage offer is half of the average wage increase for public and private workers (StatsCan). Delete Reply MontySeptember 16, 2014 at 10:19 PM Thank you, Tara. My thoughts too, more clearly expressed. As well, Thursday is too soon to vote, too soon to vote, too soon to vote........ReplyDelete Richard ChalkeSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:21 PM Vote no and lose every shred of public support...just sayin!ReplyDelete Replies UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:31 AM I am a member of the public and would support a "no" vote. js!.Delete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:01 AM Richard Chalke, NO you won't! I am a mother with 3 adopted special needs children who need to be in a class that is designed for them and others like them (my kids are academically slightly delayed but their issues are more social and behavioural) where they can receive the education they deserve taught in a way they can comprehend. I will speak now for all the parents I know, and we will support the teacher's if they continue to fight for our children's best interest.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:28 PM It might not be pretty at first, but once we explain things (and I hope the Mandarin-speaking teachers flood the Richmond organization that voiced their concerns), they will back us. The 3 billions that the judge came to is the first I hear about. This should be stated to every newsmedia comment section in the province. Minimize pickets and flood those outlets with commenters, just like the Liberals do. Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:45 PM I am a member of the public and a single Mother of a child in the public school system. You will NOT lose one bit of my support if you vote no. I know that you are sacrificing so that my child can have a better education, and I am most grateful for it. Having said that, I also know that you are exhausted and broke. I have been dreading that you may have to settle for less than what you (we) deserve because the government succeeded in breaking you. I am not in your shoes, so cannot judge. If the vote is a yes, I understand and I am still behind you. Delete Reply Alison RocheSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:25 PM It is a crap deal. It's always a crap deal. Once you raise the stakes to striking, anything else is a cave in. The last time we walked out was the 3 day illegal strike where I threw away 1200$ and got EXACTLY the same contract I had the year before. The BCTF called it a win because they didn't rip up MORE of my contract. Ridiculous. There are a few of us that believe that working to contract, doing 100% of your teaching job and nothing more (like paying for supplies out of your own pocket or EC) is the only way teachers will survive this government. What if they get re-elected again? Then what? Teachers have lost thousands to these clowns to make "statements" about the state of public education in this province. We can't keep sacrificing ourselves and our families. And in the meantime, you talk to parents about why you have to take this crappy road. Because up until this strike they mostly didn't care about the state of education, but god forbid you didn't run a Sports Day. Then suddenly they wanted to know what the hell was going on. Keep the conversation going in schools. Attend your PAC meetings and stop enabling this govt to underfund and overwork the system. And still get paid!ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:20 AM I am very excited at the prospect of returning to my beloved job on Friday. However I will NOT continue to put my personal money into my classroom and I will be seriously reconsidering my involvement in extra curriculars. I think we shoot ourselves in the foot with all the unpaid work we so willingly volunteer to do. Delete Reply FCSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:38 PM I heard a rumour last week from a loose lipped government insider that after the 22nd, depending on the outcome of the negotiations the Liberals were going to announce a 3 step process. I was not clear if this was based on 3 steps to resolve the strike (perhaps the 3rd step is legislation??) or 3 steps to overhaul the education system, either way, they will settle it outright. I wish you all luck and all the information that you need to make a sound decision of what you feel is best.ReplyDelete Replies Lisa BurrowsSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:53 PM I have heard similar rumours. On the 23rd, the gov. was planning on introducing a $6000 per year voucher system for 3 choices: an academic or trades program, or something called EducationCanada. Not clear whether their intention was to privatize the public system, de-certify teachers and hire them back under new wage/benefits. Not clear where these rumours originated from. Maybe fear tactics to get teachers to vote yes. In any event, I plan on voting yes. I signed up to be a teacher, not a martyr. This strike has cost us a lot. We need to regain our livelihood and hopefully continue the conversation about class composition. We have at least awakened many people to the issue, and the court case is still an avenue that could eventually improve teaching and learning conditions.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:33 PM I urge all teachers to fight and say NO to this deal. Retired teacher who had to retire because horrendous work conditions. Make me proud. They will not last long if you say NO! I know this is tough, but there is money and I hear that Van City does offer loan at low to 0 %. Banks do allow you to miss a mortgage payment. Go talki to your banker.Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM Will school districts require teachers to make up missed days, as suggested in the media? Will the school calendar be changing to make up for the missed three weeks and if so will we be made aware of those changes PRIOR to the vote? ReplyDelete KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:41 PM "Wages..... We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut." And that is the cost of going on strike!!! There is nothing that can be done about that. You cannot go on strike and put up the raise you want every week to compensate for your time on strike - it doesn't work that way.ReplyDelete Replies Drew StevensonSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:59 AM I believe the missing "..." Suggests that they meant to refer to the losses against inflation since the last wage step increase. Thus this contract does not allow us to recover the buying power lost to inflation since the last non contract or "0%" year. Add those up and compare against the proposed increase and you see that by the end of the contract, we won't be able to afford the same value of goods (loaves of bread, watts of energy, litres of gas) that we could at the end of the last contracts term. It was not a comment about wages that were lost in the strike. Those are really small potatoes when compared to the grinding power of inflation over years and years. The next contract will use this latest for a bench mark so these losses to inflation will grind at all teachers for as long as they teach. A death of a thousand cuts to our ability to afford basic goods and services. Any raise less than inflation is a cut to the value placed on us and on our ability to pay our bills. Delete Reply Ed SSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:09 PM Having lost $20,000 (including summer school wages) as the single income for a family of five is far too much; I will be voting YES to the deal, unless the independently wealthy teachers out there who wish to continue the strike will pay my bills and mortgage for me.ReplyDelete Replies Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:14 PM I feel ya. Yes for meDelete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:18 AM Ed S. With all due respect (and I mean that), how did you lose $20,000 in the strike? Teachers were out 2 weeks (all out) before they were supposed to be in June, and now 3 weeks for the start of school? It is my understanding that teachers don't get paid through the summer months. Please correct me if I'm wrong, wherever I'm wrong. Shouldn't you have been financially alright for the summer months at least? Also all teachers knew this strike had a possibility of extending into the new school year but no one teacher budgeted for this possibility? I'm truly just trying to get a clear picture of where this all stems. NO disrespect intended.Delete BlairSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:12 AM Kelly, not Ed but if you look at the numbers there was the 10% lockout haircut in May/June plus the loss of most of June and the loss of much of September. In our 1 teacher (1 non) household we calculated a $9 K - $10 K loss so far. If you add summer school earnings you can easily make the loss in the $20 k zone. As for budgeting, we budget for the summer, but did not expect the 10% haircut, nor the loss of June/Sept days which completely messed our budgeting calculations. A very good friend (single teaching mother) was crushed by the loss of the June income and is without a penny today.Delete Mr. SmoothSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:35 PM The only one who didn't get a haircut was Jim Iker... and he needs one more than anyone else. What's with that over-coiffed 70"s mullet Jim? Does wonders for the BCTF brand image!Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:55 PM Jim's hair is not open for discussion in a respectful space like this. As for his salary, he is a teacher who does not get paid when we are on strike.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:04 PM Totally agree!Delete Reply Mr. GSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:24 PM If I thought they could do any better I would agree with voting NO, but you have to be realistic. The BCTF does not use professionals to bargain and always ends up with much less than they promise the membership when asking for a strike vote. While this is not a great deal for teachers, I really think you're fooling yourself if you think it'll get any better.ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:02 AM BCTF needs to be replaced with younger more adept representatives and advocates. Also, we should be hiring professional contract negotiators - you don't go into battle with cut throat corporate types with a wooden knife. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:37 PM This is BAD deal! Say NO to it and show those (expletives) that we will not take it anymore! Come on! Show them that teachers have a spine! They will respect us, oddly!Delete Reply retaSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:51 PM I agree with Richard. Those in the public that are uniformed would be furious, and there are many teachers who just can't afford to use their wages as their voice any longer - too much has already been donated to the government. In my opinion, the deal is pretty lame. I am sitting on the fence.ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:24 AM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:26 AM So true!!! I cannot afford to fight this battle for public education any longer. Why is this my personal and professional obligation??? However I think this deal is weak weak weak. I also think its the best we are going to get. Ideologically I'm on the fence but my wallet will vote YES.Delete Reply SirThinksToo MuchSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:54 PM My wife and I will be voting "Yes" on Thursday for it is the middle path. The easy path would have been for us to go back to school with E-80 & E-81 over our heads. The difficult path would be for us to vote "No" and put our mortgage at risk and having to continue asking retired parents for handouts to feed a family with three kids. The middle path is the wisest choice for us considering the current political climate in which those who do not teach are the quickest to judge it harshly.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:41 PM I understand that this is really tough for you! I almost died teaching a few month ago. I had to quit. Please consider holding on and say no. Remember the short loss in salary will be offset in the LONG-RUn by better salary increase. This is a joke! They will be laughing at you even more if we accept this. This is a very bad deal! However, I do respect your position!Delete Reply DaleSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:16 AM Why would classroom conditions be better on October 9th after being legislated back? We have been outplayed because of our stubborn refusal to outdated, tired old tactics. It is because of these actions that have led us to this terrible deal. Time to reset, regroup and stock up for the long haul. Can't do it if half the members commit hara kiri on themselves. We are a union of professionals not a cult. ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:49 AM Could not agree more.Delete schreck!September 17, 2014 at 9:44 AM Could you please advise which tactics you believe could have been used to secure a superior deal?Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:47 AM Full disclosure: I'm a BC Liberal supporter. The only people who would benefit from a NO vote are the BC Liberals. Teachers would be bargaining with no leverage whatsoever and would be viewed by a large segment of the population as unreasonable. The BC Liberals then get portray themselves as the only party capable of dealing with the BCTF. schreck! says that the BCTF has the government on the ropes, but he couldn't be farther from the truth. The government wants people to view the BCTF as their primary opponent. Disputes like this just shore up the BC Liberal base and protect its right flank. Any half-baked recall campaign will only reinforce that. It's true teachers aren't going to recoup the lost wages from the strike. I would suggest to you that that means this job action was probably not in teachers' interests, especially without any sort of appreciable strike fund. This is the best deal teachers were ever going to get with this government and people should have been able to recognize that in June. If you want my advice (which you probably don't), it would be to spend the next 5 years building up a strike fund, electing better leaders, and hiring a professional negotiating team. Don't bring a knife to a gunfight and expect things to go well. Focus on getting the best deal you can from whoever the government is rather than trying to change the government, the HST, Kinder Morgan or a thousand different issues that distract from education and erode the union's finances further. You'd be doing yourself a favour, and probably doing the NDP a favour at the same time. Also, if schreck! is David Schreck, you can thank his opposition to STV for the last two BC Liberal majorities. I know I do.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:11 PM One step would be to stop making political contributions to the NDP. This only contributes to the childish animosity and lack of trust that has constantly characterized negotiations. How else can the Socreds/Liberals view teachers except as enemies when they so publicly support their opponents. This stupid confrontational immature approach has to STOP!!!!! Education should not be a political fight when it is so obviously a valuable benefit to our society. It was an NDP government that legislated teachers back to work in 1993. Stop making education a political fight.Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:10 PM I don't think they have to go that far. CUPE and the Nurses still contribute to the NDP yet they don't have the same acrimonious relationship. CUPE and the Nurses just make their members their priority, and broader advocacy second.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:55 PM Ryan (possibly a Liberal paid commenter), with all due respect, I disagree with you. The cumulative increase in lieu of this will be better. Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can. I say to Iker, ask for 6% over 3 years because these people love to play the 15% over 15 year game to make it so big on the surface. Some people think that this is 15% every year. Believe me! I have seen it in comment sections. Others believe that the 15% is too high not understanding that they must divide things over the duration of the contract. It is time that we play it smarter. It is time to put the foot down and ask for money given to us by other unions, if it is needed. Banks can accept one late mortgage payment. It would be suicidal for them to not help. Imagine the possible damage if that ever leaks out. They could lose a lot in teacher money. I for one would pull my money out of a bank in support! Teachers are going to show this government that we have a spine! Enough is enough! Aren't you tired of being treated like kids? (Retired teacher who almost died in a car accident because of work conditions that were horrendous. I had to quit.)Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 AM Not paid by the BC Liberals. I pay them actually... :/ I imagine astroturfers of any affiliation wouldn't disclose their bias. "Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can." How did that work in May 2013? If the teachers reject a contract that their own union endorsed, it will make teachers seem unreasonable. Whether that perception is true or fair is irrelevant. It's what will happen, and teachers will be weaker as a result. Take my advice. Build up a strike fund and focus on the internal governance of the BCTF for the next 6 years. You'll be better off for it. Or not. I don't mind you or others making it easier for the party I support to get elected. I'd just rather not see kids and teachers hurt in the process.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:37 AM Ah! The "don't-hurt-kids" card, hey, when you have underfunded education for 12 years! WOW! That takes the cake! Are your trolling? Oh! You are serious? :) Would you be surprised if I don't follow your advice, considering your lack of logic? Would you be surprised if others don't follow your advice? It is ttue that bullies like you and your ilks love to show who is the boss, who is the teacher now! I suspect that is at the root of the problem! No one wants to fail in school! No one wants to get the strap! Sad that today's teachers don't like it too! But, who cares, we are ... teachers! We deserve it! BAH! BAH! BAH!Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:22 PM That's fine. I look forward to another 16 years of BC Liberal government.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:41 PM 16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate! Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan! Sociopaths do that!Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 9:35 AM "16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate!" 16 years of our opponents still don't understand why they lost. Like I said, that's fine with me. If I said the Liberals would be in power for at least another 13 years back in 2004 you probably would have laughed too. Heck, if I told you on May 13 last year that the BC Liberals would be reelected on May 14 you'd probably have laughed too. And you were wrong. Why is that? Answer that question if you want the NDP to win the next election. Without a correct answer to it, the NDP's cause is hopeless. "Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan!" You feel they are flawed, and that's fine. I don't go around calling people who disagree with me sociopaths, nor do I accuse them of being paid shills. But I also don't feel much need to address your ad hominems. There are logical arguments to support your position, but argumentum ad hominem is not one of them. It's a textbook logical fallacy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 1:15 PM Ah! Now I get it! It is all ego-based! You think because you voted the winning party that you are a winner and we are losers! You think because you predicted that the Liberals would win, you are winner. That does not make YOU a winner or the Liberals! It is called DEMOGRAPHICS, you expletives. The baby boomers are getting old and because they have more assets and won't make a whole lot more for too long, they need to vote a govn't who is going to do just that! It is not rocket science! WOW! You think you are so superior when your party stole an election with 47% of the popular vote. That's not a majority and your party should not have been elected. BTW, did you delete from your ethical memory the words Ethnic voting scandal? The field is slanted and you know it. However, you are so willing to minimize, forget the scams and bad fairplay tactics like a sociopath is allowed to minimize or ignore his or victims emotions that you don't see that you are the loser, we are the victim of your constant bullying. 1% wage increases after years of 0% increases and you can justify that when Yahoo reports that the average Canadian can hope to get 2.5% this and next year: https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html You Liberals behave like fascists, but we can't call you that because that's not allowed! Well! Guess what? It is and you are. Live with it! You keep on dreaming you are a genius! :) I am retired, getting soon a nice pension, and laughing at you from a beach somewhere! AHAHA! Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 2:14 PM What's with the name calling Peter? For someone claiming to be retired you really don't show the wisdom of age. For someone who talks about logic, you use logical fallacies like ad hominems a lot too. It's a fair point that the BC Liberals didn't get a majority of the vote (and I'm a very big supporter of electoral reform). The BC Liberals + Conservatives did though, and I don't think it's realistic to expect the BC Conservatives to have been more generous had they been part of government. Last time I checked I just voted. I didn't "victimize" anyone. Perhaps your rage is misplaced. If you think the election was "stolen" I'm afraid I have to question your grasp on reality though. "Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?" I'm glad you'll have a pleasant retirement Peter. I have no ill will towards you. I'm not sure why you think I do. I'm not saying people were *right* to vote BC Liberal. That's a matter of opinion. All I'm saying is people *did* vote BC Liberal. More voted BC Liberal than BC NDP for the last 5 elections in a row actually. You need to understand why that happened in order to change it for the next election. Clearly you're not interested in that though. Which is fair enough. Just remember next time you're upset about something the BC Liberals do that your lack of interest is part of why the BC Liberals get elected at all.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 3:23 PM I love your culture --or the lack of thereof! Guess what, stop thinking averybody is white and must follow your little rules. Namecalling? Sociopath? Whaaaat? And, what if you are? Still can't call you that? :) You fascist right-wingers are big on censorship! I just don't like you giving us lessons on how to get the NDP in. As stated, people are voting right of the NDP because it is a matter of demographics and a little ethnic vote buying on the side. The rest is mumbo jombo. Yes, of course, they will have to go on strike in the future and yes they will have to build a strike fund. The Liberals stole that from the BCTF too! And, you wonder why I don't have any respect for them? Yes, electoral reform is needed! We agree!Delete Reply JJ GeorgeSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:46 AM As a parent, I support the teachers and respect whether they choose to vote yes or no. However I noticed a discrepancy here from other information I've read regarding prep time for elementary teachers. Here it states minimal improvement to prep time - only 10 minutes per week being added. Elsewhere I read that it is 100 minutes per week for prep, increasing by an additional 10 minutes in the final year. That is a significant difference, and worth noting. Or have I completely misunderstood?ReplyDelete Replies Anne-MarieSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:59 AM Elementary teachers currently have 90 minutes of preparation time per week so an increase to 100 minutes per week is only gaining 10 minutes. In other provinces and some private schools they have as much as 45 minutes of prep time per day.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:56 PM Thank you for inquiring!Delete DW ZSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:57 PM You're right JJ George. There is a significant difference around the province regarding preparation times. In my district elementary teachers currently get 100 minutes of prep time. This new proposal is useless to me. I'll have to wait 6 years to gain an extra 10 minutes. Delete Reply UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:11 AM Almost nobody gets cost of living adjustments. Also inflation is NOT 2%. Do some research and look at the CPI for BC over the last 24 months. The average over the last 2 years is 0.7%, not 2%. The CPI changes every month so you cant just look at the highest month and declare that THE inflation rate. Check out the 12 month averages document for the actual numbers. http://www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/StatisticsBySubject/Economy/ConsumerPriceIndex.aspx All that being said I support the teachers. if you think this is a bad deal as a parent my dream would be for the teachers to vote no but continue bargaining because I do think the kids need to be in school and I do fear that the teachers will lose all support if the strike continues. All I ask as a parent is that you do your own research and try not to be swayed by all the opinions. ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:01 AM Inflation for August was 2.1% (http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/economy/cpi-report-expected-to-reveal-rise-in-canadas-core-inflation-rate/article20593943/). The CPI is a year-over-year calculation.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:43 AM Inflation should be looked at as a yearly average, not an individual month.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:34 PM The lawyers do not believe we have compromised our court deal. Our leadership would not have sold us out. We dodged a bullet. The Premier had something loaded even if we are not sure what it was. The idea that we could simply return to work is not guaranteed. I think a no vote could easily lead to the Liberals locking us out again because the Premier wants to crush us and she will use any excuse. She did not want to take the advice of her people and do this deal. I am certain a plan for drastic action (where we have to take the concessions they had planned) or worse - was in place. We can't guarantee the press will do any better job explaining the complexities should we say no. They rarely sided with us in markets outside of Vancouver where people are more political and they often misled or allowed others to mislead. They are not helping and would sensationalize. This would see dissolution of support very quickly - especially if we asked for wages. (Though admittedly it angers me that we can't ask for wages without being accused of being greedy when that is what most bargaining units do). But we have argued this is about kids and while this is not ideal - it is better to have teachers than not. The deal does suck in that it does not bring us to par - but this fight needs to be won with a strategy that is political and capacity will do that in another round. We have some support - but it is limited to the choir. We need to have the pews too. We need to build that capacity while working and continue to find allies because the fight is bigger than most people want to consider. This is about ideology and about privatization. Education always was political but never more so than now and we have to fight this party or the conservatives who would do the same or worse. No teacher who is responsible can ignore the politics any longer. That is simply the truth. If you work in the system you better get informed and you better be prepared to fight until retirement for the system. That said, I want to ask the same question others are asking: Why is this the job of 42,000 teachers and not the job of all citizens who want equality to fight for this right? It is time (while the conversation is still on-going and up to and including election night) for us to guide the public where we can but mainly play our part by not propping the system up. Make poverty known. Make noise about shortfalls, ask questions (in the media or in board offices ) about who is going to fix it instead of paying ourselves, volunteer some but wait for the pubic to step up so they see what schools lack. I hate the deal too. But I trust Vince Ready and Iker and I don't think we could have done better right now. I think we dodged a bullet because I have read everything this government has put out and followed the trail. They plan to privatize and they are just looking for the route. Voting YES for now does not mean we are giving up. It does not mean a win in the way we wanted but we have won a battle that will lead to us winning the war. If we don't rest up and stock up we might not get there.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:57 PM Well, if it is bigger than just this battle, then we will need ALL the unions to strike if they do indeed use drastic (draconian) measures. I say it is time for ALL of the unions to call a general strike. I guarantee that they will not like that one bit. What will they do then? Call the army? :) People in Europe, at the end of the 19th century stood up in mines. General strikes do occur in Europe and have. If you think you had it tough, think of them who stood tall for US in tougher times and conditions. Make sacrifices. Sell furniture. Tutor on the side. Ask for the BCTF money. Ask your banker to help. As friends and relatives. If we say NO, it won't last long. If they legislate us back, let's call a general province-wide strike of all unions. Delete Reply Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:47 AM Between CC's smug smile as she celebrates slaughtered teachers and Jim Iker's goofy grin - seemingly unaware that he has been a willing puppet, I am thoroughly disgusted. Over the next 5 years, teachers will be in an increasingly bad situation financially, classrooms will continue to be too large and complex with increasing medical, social and environmental issues impacting academic delivery. It could not be less obvious that things will continue to worsen. The Liberals have ensured that BC is rapidly becoming the Canadian Monaco for rich off shore interests and wealthy corporations. Soon the underpaid "workers" will have to be bussed in daily to Vancouver - Asian style. The only recourse is to move to just about any other province and bring in up to $100,000 more over the six years with much less cost of living. So we are bailing, encouraged by friends who have gotten positions in Manitoba and Alberta. My colleagues and I discovered through contacting several school boards across Canada that specialist (special needs and behavioural) and secondary science teachers are in particular demand. I want to work in a professional, respectful environment where the needs of all children are considered a priority and where I feel inspired to do my best. However, I want my vote to reflect the wishes of teachers who will be here over the next 6 (5) years, so very much appreciate your blog and opportunity to read the comments.ReplyDelete Bert SlaterSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:11 AM To vote YES will throw away 12 years of effort, and 2 victories in BC Supreme Court. To vote YES will be to snatch defeat from the jaws of victory. If you vote YES what bargaining power do you think you will have - the government will do nothing, and then what do you think you will do - take job action? PLEASE VOTE NO.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:59 PM Time to show you have a spine!Delete Reply RodSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:06 AM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Cool HandSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 AM Wouldn't a 'No' vote be a vote of no confidence in the BCTF itself?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:02 AM Not at all. It is just a message to the leadership we need to do better. The strength of the union is the members, and we support the leadership by giving them direction through democratic means.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:40 PM I disagree. How else can a recommendation by the EC to vote yes be interpreted? Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:00 PM I am sure people will interpret this both ways, but it is a vote. If it is supposed to be a "Yes", because it might be interpreted one way, then why bother having a vote?Delete Kate TSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:07 AM Yes , it would be. I don't think we could come out much better than this with this government. How will a No obtain that? Christy will be happy, she can declare the BCTF gone and roll out her plan to privatize. Delete Reply David DeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:06 AM A no vote would be a rejection of a the court victories defied by the government and an inadequate deal containing some vague promises that won't meet the needs of teachers or students on class size and other important issues.In Ontario elementary teachers get 200 minutes of prep time per 5 day cycle. I know there is financial hardship, but the union has received close to $2 million in donations from other unions; is there no way of accessing hardship funds? At minimum, vote no and return to work on work to rule with various strike options.ReplyDelete Erica JonesSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:25 AM This article actually makes me so mad. It is NOT better for the kids that they have missed almost all of june and all of september. This is what you signed up for in BC as a teacher. Get on board or GET OUT.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:20 PM Is this really what teachers signed up for? At my high school, each class has about 30 kids, with an average of 17 kids per classroom with an identified learning disability. Our district says that there should be no more than 4 kids per classroom.. How do you expect non-specialist teachers to help each student when over half of them require more resources because of a learning disability? Furthermore, are you generalizing the "better-ness" to all the kids in BC? Because I don't think that it would be better if kids went back considering the learning environment isn't up to par. There are barely any Education Assistants, and support teachers for the multitude of children who need them. While I recognize and appreciate your enthusiasm for education, please realize that the public school system isn't a daycare. Also, please think about your words and the learning environment prior to speaking out. By the way, we're not an autocracy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:08 PM I can understand your frustration! Understand mine! I almost died at 7:30 pm one night returning from teaching a FI split class with several students who did not get enough support or no support at all. The principal expressed to me that he expected me to teach 2 different social studies programs and 2 different science programs. ANYONE I talked to knows that this is impossible to do, especially in French Immersion when kids get no support at home and books are often too hard for students to read. I had to quit my job. I did it for me and did it for the kids. I was like a surgeon who is asked to operate on 5 patients with an old scalpel with 2 inexperienced nurses. Predictably, 4 patients would die and I would be reprimanded! Teachers are put in terrible conditions and kids too. I hope you have the openmind to consider the reality of this honest personal anecdote. I also wish you to understand that this is likely not an isolated incident. What will it take? A kid to commit suicide because he or she is not getitng enough support?Delete Reply hilarySeptember 17, 2014 at 10:29 AM It is incorrect to equate lost funding with what the teachers would have received in grievances. The two are not equivalent. The starting position of the BCTF was $225M, so they never expected $3B to resolve grievances. I'm also interested to know where you get your figures on overcrowded classrooms. A recent Globe and Mail article says that classrooms are, on average, smaller than the caps set in 2002.ReplyDelete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:36 AM The signing bonus should be roughly $2500 each: 105 million divided by 41 thousand.ReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:53 AM It is not that simple. The $105 million is to be allocated by the union. The term "signing bonus" has been crossed off on the signed document. Some of that money may be used to pay union debts. Don't know this but clarification would be useful.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:16 PM Just quoting from the CBC news website, "And finally there are details of $105-million fund to settle grievances stemming from the ongoing court case. The BCTF says that money will be given out as a signing bonus, with specific amount yet to be determined."Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:34 AM I think it would be smart to put at least part of it into your strike fund.Delete Reply WheelsSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:55 AM If the money is used as a signing bonus, it should be based on FTEReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:12 PM Yes I am sure it will be based on FTE. The question is how much of the $105 Million is actually distributed. This is up to the union, and I am told that it is yet to be decided.Delete GuruSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:44 PM And don't forget all the retired teachers who are entitled to a share of it.Delete Reply Geoff OrmeSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:18 PM In another discussion of this someone suggested that under BC Labour Law a no vote means rejection of the proposed deal, and that means the strike continues until either: - the union in question elects to stand down - another tentative deal is presented or - the government imposes a legislated contract. I think the last of these is the most likely, and I believe the legislated contract would be draconian and brutal. What do you think, Tara? Also, I would appreciate your thoughts on Sandy Garossino's comments at https://storify.com/Garossino/should-teachers-accept-the-contractReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:14 PM If this is so, in a few month (likely a couple of years), teachers will win so much more with a Supreme Court judgment! It is possible that the Liberals know that the higher courts are stacked by Liberal judges (that is what happen when judges are chosen, not elected). In any case, a negative settlement (or not a great judgment) will galvinize the public to reform the way the Supreme court judges are being chosen. I doubt that any govn't will want that to happen. A legislated contract will make the LIbs look like sociopaths and dictators.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:47 PM Peter I think you are expecting far too much from the public, many of whom are only paying attention to this matter due to kids being home from school. The public are not remotely this savvy on the political process.Delete Reply IslanderSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:09 PM I am a continuing education teacher. We have it even worse and we are not listened to enough about our poor conditions. Those include no prep time (and we do have to mark and do report cards many times a year sometimes and commonly for 30 students in a class), travelling to different schools with no compensation, and having next to no breaks in between 3 hour classes. I worked for two years with no lunch break and taught 6 hours straight (just 15 min. breaks) to be told, "don't complain since there are others who will do it". We then got 15 min. breaks in between classes. Most of our students are wealthy immigrants, many who try to stay in classes as long as possible since the classes are free. After spending a year in Germany, I realize how better organized it is where the immigrants pay to learn the language on a sliding scale, and have to pay for a student book as well for each class. We do not even have text books, but photocopy so much at tax payers' expense. This is not right. I then teach summer school since we were not on a 12 month continual salary and most of those students are also immigrants (at least 75%). This is also free and it is becoming so common and the new immigrants know this is free babysitting and tutoring. I think one main problem is that we have so many new immigrants in our classes who need ESL like this article states about our inclusion style of education nowadays: http://www.vancouversun.com/life/Shelley+Fralic+trouble+with+schools/10203596/story.html I am honored to be teaching and like my job, but it does get exhausting especially since I need two or three jobs to pay the mortgage that I now no longer have.. back to renting since it all I can afford in this city that has become so expensive. And many don't realize that it is very very difficult to get to full time work as a teacher here. There was a formula that made it take about 10 years to get to f/t (now finally changed). I have been without pay for 3 months, and now had to finally rent a place in anticipation of returning to work, so I have to vote "yes", but please keep the comments coming for what alternatives we have. Maybe we have to just educate the public in a better way than picketing; maybe get out and walk around malls and talk to people and hand out pamphlets on how this liberal government is hurting this. Most Asians (probably just the new who are from such a different system) are already against the teachers since they do not seem to understand what is going on. http://www.vancouversun.com/Business/asia-pacific/Chuck+Chiang+Many+Asian+families+place+blame/10202757/story.htmlReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:17 PM First of all, myn thoughts are with you! I think your ideas about using different strategies is smart. Picketing is not a very good strategy to let people know about things. I think using the membership to flood media comment sections would be more effective. Going to talk to the public might be a good idea along with this, I think. Phone the BCTF and ask for support.Delete Reply Marsha HolleySeptember 17, 2014 at 1:36 PM A teachers wife Vote no you have come to far to back down. It is a -----Y DEAL. ReplyDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:45 PM Ask yourself WHY teachers cannot get 1/2 of the average increase in salary of the private sector? (The Libs will tell you because there are sooooooo many teachers, but I also hear that there are provinces where there is a need for teachers!) TORONTO - A new study says that Canadians, on average, can expect about the same size salary increase next year as in 2014. Human resources consultants Pal Benefits says a survey of 401 organizations, mainly in Ontario, Alberta and British Columbia, projected salary increase for 2015 at an average of 2.79 per cent. That was almost unchanged from the 2.74 per cent average increase projected in last year's survey. Meanwhile, in addition to the average salary increase remaining relatively steady year over year, the survey found that the percentage of employers who plan to freeze salaries appears to have stabilized at eight per cent —in the same percentages as was projected in 2014. Breaking down the numbers further, the survey found the average salary increase anticipated in the engineering, financial services and high technology sectors was three per cent. That compared with an average of 2.5 per cent on the low end for organizations in durable manufacturing. https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.htmlReplyDelete "Mama Rose"September 17, 2014 at 9:12 PM I used to agree with you, Tara, and appreciate you bringing these items to your blog to get us all thinking. But after a very long night and day of research and discussion, I realize I will be voting yes tomorrow. Here is why: I don't care about salary or benefit increases. That is not why I went on strike. I don't care if this tentative deal is not good for teachers. That's not why I went on strike either. For me, the single most important issue is class size and composition. I want to work in a classroom where I have enough time and resources available to me to adequately help all the students I teach. And while it is true that this tentative deal will not change anything in the classrooms right now (or at least most of our classrooms), I realized that we couldn't actually make changes in that area because the issues of cs and c is before the courts. When I made that connection and realized that this round of bargaining was really about a "good enough" agreement regarding wages, then the deal seems, well... good enough. BUT, the best part, is the language the BCTF legal team made around the furture court decision (the re-opener). They have it in writing that if we win the court case (which is likely) and when we have to start bargaining class size and comp again (that is exactly what Justice Susan Griffin said we would have to do) we will be STARTING from the 2002 levels. To make this simple to understand, I explained it to my friends using a number line. With this new language, the BCTF starts the next round of bargaining at say a 50. The government will want us to go to 10 or 15, and we'll compromise and end up maybe 25. But WITHOUT that language, we would have started bargaining at a 10 and only gone down from there. So I do believe it is the best deal possible, it still factors in the biggest issue (from my perspective), we do not lose the important gains of the past, and most importantly, everyone gets to go back to school.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 PM Mam Rose, I appreciate your point of view and your courage. However, let me point out to you and the readers that a decision at the BC supreme court might not turn out the way teachers anticipate. We all know that judges are appointed and who does the appointing? "All justices of the BCSC (including the position of Chief Justice and Associate Chief Justice) are appointed by the federal cabinet, on recommendation of the Minister of Justice. Masters are appointed by the provincial cabinet, on recommendation of the Attorney General in consultation with the Chief Justice." (Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Supreme_Court_of_British_Columbia) Now, I would like to think that all of those people are objective, but they are appointed and we know that there are political appointments. They have a lot of discretion over the laws and judgments. I am willing to bet that the BC Liberals do know this and are betitng the farm (or do they know something we don't know) that the Supreme Courts are stacked against teachers? So, I am not sure if we can count on a WIN if we proceed with the court ruling. I think we would be better to negotiate and negotiate a better deal.Delete Reply retaSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:57 AM Yes...no...yes...no...The last two days have been this. I’ve read so many articles and comments over the past few months and, I can say, I have learned a lot. I know this is not a great deal for teachers right now. I will be voting yes. This is why… 1. The children. Without going into the multiple issues (e.g., grad, post secondary, trades, sports, global education/trips, planned activities, those with varying degrees of special needs, those that need a soft place to land, etc., etc.) the children need to get on with their education. 2. The parents. For many parents, this strike is a financial burden. We do not like to be called baby sitters, but for many living below the poverty line, school is a financial relief. Winter is coming; gas bills will be expensive. 3. Poverty. Remember, BC has the highest child poverty rate in Canada. Schools feed and clothe numerous children. 4. The other systems educators work collaboratively with. MFCD, CYMH, foster parents, group homes, and the multitude of non-profit agencies that support vulnerable children and families are bursting at the seams. We are a part of that team. 5. CUPE. While some have been paid during this strike, that money is coming from districts. It was not provided by the government. And, CUPE is a partner in education - from the bus drivers to the tech dept to custodians to secretaries to EAs and so on. 6. Small Businesses. In our little towns, the school district is the number one employer. There is a direct cause-effect relationship between loss of wage and loss of business. 7. Money. The amount of money that is needed to reverse the erosion of the public education system over numerous years cannot be recouped in one sitting. This agreement is a start. It’s not much but the stage has been set. 8. THE COURT CASE. That is why we were on strike. All the other stuff could have been resolved months ago, but our government was working hard to make the court case go away. Well, it still exists. I consider that the victory. We live to fight another day (as rhetorical as that sounds) AND I hope people actually read the ruling and think critically about how a loss could impact the future of the Charter of Rights, and the power of government to contravene those rights. I am guessing we will vote to ratify as so many fear “what’s next?” from this government. It’s nasty business, and I think legislation would be next. VALUING PUBLIC EDUCATION needs to come from a STRONG, CONSISTENT public voice. If we do ratify the agreement, and those in the profession and public think we've given up, we have not. We’ve been fighting for years. We just haven’t been heard… until now. ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:21 AM I understand your point of view, but sometimes you have to fight to get what you want. This is a VERY bad deal, considering: Other people get on average 2.5% salary increases last year and this year and the next and the rest of us get 1% and must feel happy if we do.? (https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html) THIS DEAL is a horrendously BAD deal for kids/parents as well, of course. We are going to continue to be humiliated and be the laughing stock of many people of this province. After a decade of paycuts, WOW, this is what they are willing to offer! WOW! WOW! WOW!Delete Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:30 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Reply Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:37 PM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:08 PM Let's cross our fingers! I think we need a general strike by all unions if CC legislates teachers back. It is time to put the foot down and tell her and the Liberals that, as in the movie Network,"I am mad as hell and I won't take it anymore!"Delete Reply Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 8:26 PM Needs help on some stats for an online debate Looking for the last 10 or 15 years of contractual salary increases in %. So, 1% for 2001, 0% for 2002,...ReplyDelete Children FirstSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:00 PM Well it's all done now. Really hope the teacher's can find another angle to deal with class size and composition as well as student funding. The government will make sure the coming court case never swings your way no matter what. 2nd most expensive place to live in the the world!!! Wonder why and where the money goes??? ReplyDelete AnonSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 PM I'm an outsider, but have followed closely this whole fiasco and this is a RAW deal. Your union hung you out to dry on this one - taking a really bad deal (clearly no one from the BCTF had rudimentary math skills in their toolbox) and then publicly encouraging to the media that teachers accept the deal....what choice did you have - a no vote would have outraged the public. I could go on and on, but the bottom line, in my opinion, is that your union better get some stronger leaders who are PR and technology savvy. Out with Iker and the rest of those who bargained on your behalf - they just got ......well , we know that happened. Whew, can't even believe how screwed you got, absolutely amazing - nothing meaningful gained in the big picture and only very minor gains for a small group of people, bigger losses for the majority.. Wow - I better stop now. Best of luck. Thanks for all you do for our children. ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ▼  September (9) Reflections on the BC Teacher Strike BC Teacher strike - Lessons learned Response to Sandy Garossino Will the Education Fund improve classroom conditio... Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Class composition: a human rights perspective Class size and composition - a short visual histor... Guest post - I WILL HOLD THE LINE Teachers - let your leadership know it is time to ... ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/01/should-bc-teachers-get-salary-increase.html?showComment=1326090488076,Staffroom Confidential: Should BC teachers get a salary increase? Myths & Realities Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Saturday, January 7, 2012 Should BC teachers get a salary increase? Myths & Realities NOTE: There is an updated version of this post for those of you reading it in 2014! BC teachers are in contract negotiations asking for a fair deal. What do we mean by fair exactly? Teachers would like improvements in three areas: class size/composition, salary and benefits, and changes to the bargaining structure. As far as class size, we want only what was taken in 2002. We want the government to go back to the class sizes in place at that time and restore the funding so Boards can achieve this. For bargaining, we want to negotiate more items locally with our elected Boards. This facilitates diversity, community involvement, and local programs and solutions. It is not a cost item and is how teachers used to negotiate in the 1990's - very successfully. For salary and benefits, teachers want to "keep up" and "catch up". What do we mean by that? We want to keep up with inflation, and we want to catch up with Canadians in other provinces. Teachers in BC now rank 8th in salaries across Canada, despite the fact that our cost of living is one of the highest and that BC weathered the recession better than most other provinces. BC has been out of recession since 2010 and is forecasting moderate growth for the next year. Unfortunately, the government's position has and continues to be 'net zero'. The government claims that taxpayers cannot afford increases to public sector wages and that wages must remain flat because the government is running a deficit. Do these arguments make sense? Are they justified? Or should teachers receive a wage increase? Here are my answers to these questions. Myth #1: Teachers should not get a wage increase because of the government deficit Reality #1: There was no deficit when the Liberals took power in 2001. Through a series of income tax cuts and corporate tax cuts, the Liberals went from a surplus to a deficit. Yes, the recession of 2009 impacted government revenues. But not as much as tax cuts have. Moreover, the government has found plenty of money for spending when it feels the spending is a priority. There was money for the BC Place roof ($500 million). There was money for the Olympics (over $1 billion). There was money for smart meters ($900 million). There was money for new government network systems ($1.2 billion to Telus). There seems to be plenty of money for the CEO's of crown corporations like BC Ferries (David Hahn's pension value - over $10 million). The fact is that the government is using the deficit that it created as an excuse to take money away from public services and the people who provide them. The money is there. It is a matter of priorities. It is simply unfair to make one group of workers pay for a deficit created by tax cuts to other people and corporations. Private sector workers are seeing increases. Other public sector workers are seeing increases (for example, Vancouver police with 8.8% over 33 months). Why should one group be singled out? Moreover how is it fair to make middle income earners pay for tax cuts that disproportionately benefited the wealthy and corporations? It just isn't. Myth #2: The 'net zero' wage freeze is fair because it impacts all public sector workers Reality #2: Only those workers covered by the Public Sector Employer's Council are impacted, and that does not include all public sector workers. Fire fighters are not under 'net zero'. Police are not under 'net zero'. Even school Superintendents are not under 'net zero'. Nurses are not under 'net zero' because they negotiated in 2009, supposedly before the 'net zero' mandate was implemented, but certainly at the height of the recession. How is it fair that these workers can negotiate increases and other workers can't? Myth #3: BC teachers already have high salaries Reality #3: After five years of university training, BC teachers begin with a wage in the low $40's, if they are full time. Many teachers only get part time work for the first 3-5 years of their career. It takes ten years of full time work to reach the maximum salary, which is about $75,000 for most teachers. BC teachers rank 8th in Canada compared to teachers in other provinces. A teacher in BC earns on average $20,000 less than a comparably experienced teacher in Alberta and $15,000 less than one in Ontario. Yet BC has the highest cost of living and the highest housing prices in the country (http://www.theprovince.com/business/City+house+prices+continue+ascent/5943834/story.html). Myth #4: 'Net zero' isn't a pay cut, so it is fair Reality #4: In September, when the new school year began, year over year inflation was at 3.2% according to the Consumer Price Index. When teachers got their first paycheque of the year, they had 3.2% less buying power. This is what matters. This January, teachers, along with other workers, will see increases to their CPP payments, their EI premiums, and their MSP premiums. Many contracts have automatic cost of living increases, but ours does not. Without any increase, teachers will fall behind. Myth #5: Teachers are asking for too much Reality #5: Teachers want to keep up with inflation. Teachers want to catch up with their colleagues in other provinces. Teachers took four years of zero increases since 1998. Teachers traded salary for smaller class sizes and those class size provisions were later eliminated. It is perfectly reasonable to ask for cost of living increases and wage adjustments to catch up with our Canadian colleagues. Myth #6: Teachers are asking for $2 billion Reality #6: The true number is probably many times less. BCPSEA (the employer) made many erroneous assumptions in order to come up with a hyper-inflated costing number. For example, they assumed that every single teacher would take their full bereavement leave entitlement every single year. In fact, teachers often take bereavement leave once or twice a decade or once or twice in their whole career. They assumed every teacher would take extra sick days if they were available. In fact, we know from Statistics Canada that teachers take an average of 7.7 days per year which is already less than their entitlement, so increased entitlement would only be used by a small percentage of teachers who become very ill. The assumptions used by BCPSEA were unrealistic and result in highly inflated costing estimates. They are not justified and do not reflect the true cost of the proposals teachers have put forward. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 4:17 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 25 comments: AnonymousJanuary 8, 2012 at 10:00 AM Thank you for this post. I think it should be sent as "letter to the editor" to newspapers in major cities in BC to inform those who see government figures or reports and take it as truth without questioning it. Well done!ReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 8, 2012 at 1:11 PM Excellent summary of our situation. "Even school Superintendents are not under 'net zero"; SD59 Superintendant sent a letter to parents saying gross modo that we were (teachers) selfish and without social empathy toward public sector for not swallowing the "net zero" !ReplyDelete Donna in BurnabyJanuary 8, 2012 at 7:45 PM Thank you!ReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 8, 2012 at 9:09 PM Well I have come from Alberta and previous Ontario and Your teacher need to better then other provinces. You are way behind Alberta in education. My daughter in October of her grade one year knows more then mine son has in his second year at a BC school. You need to fix something in your school system because you are falling behind. In the 2 and half years my daughter has been in the BC school system she is at the same reading, writing and math. I know why people homeschool and put their kids in the private school system, the public is so broken it can't complete with the rest of Canada.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousJanuary 17, 2012 at 6:50 PM How can you tell if your children are at the same level when you cannot spell, use appropriate grammar or form a proper sentence????Delete AnonymousJanuary 26, 2012 at 8:21 PM Teachers cannot be held solely responsible for your child's lack of progress. It would appear as though you could benefit from some additional education. Where were you educated? I agree with Anonymous, learn to spell and form a proper sentence before giving your opinion on the state of education. Thanks for wasting even more of my prep time on your uneducated and ignorant point of view.Delete AnonymousFebruary 29, 2012 at 5:25 PM Wow - I think that the original author has a legitimate complaint. I have a graduate degree and I completely agree that the level of education my children have received in the public school system is deplorable. AND REALLY - if someone is illiterate or unable to formulate a sentence correctly on a blog post does that mean that his/her child does not deserve a proper education! GIVE ME A BREAK - and please refrain from making personal attacks on people who voice a contrary opinion. It only demonstrates your small mindedness.Delete Reply AnonymousJanuary 8, 2012 at 10:28 PM I think you mean: I came from Alberta and previously Ontario, and teachers in BC need to teach better than other provinces. You are much behind Alberta in terms of education. My daughter knew more in October of her grade one year than my son, who was in his second year enrolled at a BC school. You need to fix features of your school system, because you are falling behind. In the two and half years my daughter has been enrolled in the BC school system, she has remained at the same level of reading, writing and math. I now know why people homeschool their children and enroll their kids in the private school system. The public system is so broken that it can no longer complete with the rest of Canada. - A BC public school teacherReplyDelete Replies AnonymousJanuary 23, 2012 at 12:55 PM I think you mean "compete" not complete. And you're a teacher?Delete AnonymousJanuary 25, 2012 at 7:10 PM Wow. How petty. An entire paragraph is corrected with one spelling error in the final sentence and you decide to focus on it as being the "issue with teachers". What has our society come to? Signed a Fellow BC TeacherDelete AnonymousFebruary 11, 2012 at 7:19 PM I taught in Ontario before moving to BC to teach and I don't see a whole lot of difference. There are good and bad teachers in both places. In fact, BC has stricter education requirements, I had to go back to get a few more undergrad courses.Delete Reply AnonymousJanuary 9, 2012 at 7:24 AM I live in SD 59 and the letter the superintendent sent home did not say that teachers were "selfish or without social empathy." ~ParentReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 9, 2012 at 1:58 PM Quote: From superintendent SD#59: "...With regard to the strike, some of the confusing information parents are receiving sounds like the teacher's strike is about the size and composition of classes, or the resources that are available for students with special needs. That is not true. The issues around class size and resourcing have been separate and are "NOT" part of the bargaining. The full focus of the BCTF strike demands is about wages and benefits that are approaching a price tag of 3 billion dollars. That is a 75% increase, at a time in the economy that the Province has told all union the overall settlement of their bargaining cannot increase cost to the Province. Moreover, 3/4 of the public unions have settled contracts under those rules." These 2 paragraphs speak by themselves about how teachers are perceived by the superintendent.ReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 9, 2012 at 2:01 PM http://www.pssg.gov.bc.ca/psec/disclosure/disclosure10-11.htmReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 10, 2012 at 8:51 AM Please send this wonderful article to a newspaper so some of the nasty myths can be dispelled. Awesome job!ReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 25, 2012 at 4:52 PM A great letter... I agree that this should be sent to every newspaper in B.C. as well as made into an infomercial on t.v. Why wait for an election?ReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 26, 2012 at 4:23 PM Myth #7: Teachers are the only workers affected by "net zero". Reality #7: Over 16,000 members of HSA (Health Sciences Association of BC) have been crippled by the "net zero" policy. Wages for HSA members in BC are upwards of 8$ an hour less than other provinces in Canada. The last contract forced upon HSA members was highlighted by a 0% wage increase, and a loss of 1 vacation day per year. So no, teachers, you are NOT the only group of workers being forced to pay for corporate tax cuts. Were you there to support other public sector employees last year when they were trying to fight "net zero"? I didn't think so.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousJanuary 26, 2012 at 8:22 PM Agreed! I am in HSA, and sorry, but I can't support these demands by the teachers. Frustrating to me to see the 'it's not fair' comments. Sounds like children. Life isn't fair, we are a country and province in serious financial difficulty. Cuts need to be made. I absolutely support putting money into increasing numbers of teachers, and adding support teachers and SEAs . If I want to make more money, I could move to Alberta and earn $8-10 more an hour too, giving me a significant raise but I choose to live here. It's always greener on the other side, and everyone thinks they are the ones hard done by. I work 37.5 hours a week, but actually in my office 40-42 hours and I don't get overtime pay. I choose to do it because I love my job and want to do the best I can for my patients. I take classes and go to workshops to enhance my job, on my own time and I pay for it myself. I use my vacation days to attend work related conferences. HSA's contract is also set to expire and we already had 0% wage last contract. I'm not expecting any better this time around. That's life, it's not always fair. I just appreciate that I have a job that I love that pays a decent wage ( which is slightly less than a teachers wage). Maybe there are just a whole lot of teachers with very little personal job satisfaction.Delete KarenFebruary 17, 2012 at 10:15 AM Job satisfaction! Try keeping 30 students at the edge of their seats for 5 hours a day, daily!! Attend meetings(special needs, counseling-requested meetings, parent-requested meetings, department meetings, staff meetings, Health and safety meetings,etc.) mark, prepare, field phone calls, supervise, prepare report cards, participate in extra-curricular activities,answer student concerns after classes; type/prepare/photocopy learning /testing materials for students (no secretarial time for us!); mentor, clean our boards, put up our chairs, manage the learning materials in our classrooms (put away the books, clean the lab equip. fix the musical instruments, organize the gym equip., ensure safety in the woodworking/auto and metal shops etc.), put up display boards, order books/educational materials,take first aide training at our own expense, etc.) No one-to-one with down time, bells dictate our time usage (coffee break? designated lunch time? not always possible); daily emotional 'baggage' children/students bring to the classroom must be dealt with in a calm and supportive manner; AND, Administrative Officers that add to the intensity of our day. (Some are very supportive; others add to our stress by being judgmental, giving little support by keeping communication lines blurred, not making themselves available, not taking control and leading but hiding behind their desks, etc.) We earn our keep!! And, we can't go up the capitalist ladder - 'more students doesn't mean more money; it means more work!' No compensation for using our own books, driving students with our own cars (we must 'up' protection on our personal car insurance to protect them in case of an accident) We only rely on the good nature of our govt. and the public to support us. Where are you? If you think you can do the job better, for cheaper, 'step up to the plate'.Delete Reply Tara EhrckeJanuary 26, 2012 at 5:27 PM Hello Anonymous, I have always consistently opposed net zero for ANY public sector worker, not just teachers. I absolutely agree that no group or groups of public sector workers should be singled out unfairly. I also believe we should all be rejecting the wage freeze. With respect to support, teachers in my local put up picket signs when HEU was facing wage cuts and I absolutely agree we need to be supporting each other. Please see my blog posts on this subject, including HSA in particular, from last year: http://staffroomconfidential.blogspot.com/2011/02/in-labour-newswill-hsa-vote-no-campaign.html http://staffroomconfidential.blogspot.com/2011/03/why-bc-government-wage-freeze-is.html This article was reposted on an HSA member site here: http://our-union.org/2011/03/29/why-the-bc-government-wage-freeze-is-indefensible/ I also wrote about opposition to net zero from Vancouver Island University workers and Langara College workers: http://staffroomconfidential.blogspot.com/2011_03_01_archive.html http://staffroomconfidential.blogspot.com/2011/04/langara-versus-wage-freeze.htmlReplyDelete UnknownFebruary 2, 2012 at 8:21 PM Actually, the cost of the Olympics was closer to $7 billion, once you factor in the cost of the Canada Line, the Sea to Sky Highway, and the new Convention Centre. On a related note, the deficit in 2008, amortized over 3 years, stood at $3 billion.ReplyDelete AnonymousFebruary 12, 2012 at 10:43 AM I am a parent in SD#35 and I am so impressed with my children's school and with the hard work that most of the teachers and adminstrators put in at that school. They are still getting a quality education, even throughout job action.The teachers are commincating with my husband and I on their academic progress, and my daughter is on the Grade Six basketball team which practices after school and at noon hour 3 times a week! I support a wage increases for my children's teachers because I want them to be able to keep up with inflation and be paid what professionals make in other provinces. We need to pay our teachers and other public sector employees what they deserve, or els in the future, we will not attract good people into these professions or be able to keep them in our province. Isnt this what is happening in the nursing industry? The Lower mainland is one of the most expensive places to live and we have to face the fact that if we want an educated community, then we have to willing to pay for it. A concerned parentReplyDelete AnonymousFebruary 24, 2012 at 4:00 PM I am a parent in south Delta and I must say that I am impressed with the communication that we have been receiving from my son's teachers at Delta Secondary. I think that teachers should get a raise at least to the level of inflation, but with all due respect to teachers, I cannot see where or how you feel that you should receive large increases. You are I think quite fairly paid for your job and you do not have the very real pressure for measurable performance that so many in the private sector face. Having said that, those people in the private sector are not getting the types of raises you are asking for and many of them would be happy with just getting at or near the inflation rate this year. I think that if you want to be paid very well then you will need to get into the private sector where you will face much more performance pressure, you will have 3-4 weeks off per year, there will be no such thing as overtime pay if you are salaried and if you don't perform adquately or well, you will faced with possible termination. You will have no effective job security unless you perform. So I think you have it quite good, better than anyone I can think of in most respects, with the exception of pay, which as I said I think is quite fair. I say this with great respect for your profession.ReplyDelete AnonymousFebruary 25, 2012 at 10:37 AM I am a very excited Teacher Candidate that will finish my Bachelors of Education this year. I am interested in this profession because I love it! However, my student loans are over 30 grand and I do not own a car, or a house. I am repeatedly being told that there are few jobs out there and the ones that are out there pay significantly less than a retail job I held before my Bachelor's degrees (per hour). I keep my optimism up because I know I am going to be fantastic at this job but it is hard to look past the fact that I will not be able to afford a house, a car and raise children on my income any time soon. Thank-you current teachers for fighting for those of us who want to join your ranks!ReplyDelete AnonymousFebruary 28, 2012 at 8:10 AM Great article Tara. And a great big THANK YOU for all of your hard work!ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ▼  January (13) How to reduce income inequality BC Schools: A decade of choice, a decade of declin... What is fair and reasonable? Twitter tale - Consultation, Minister Abbott style... Alberta teachers in negotiations BCTF presents reduced set of proposals School boards discuss 'net zero' Will grouping by ability mean re-segregation? BC teachers describe workload issues at bargaining... BC public sector enters 2012 bargaining Superintendent of Greater Victoria received 10% wa... Should BC teachers get a salary increase? Myths & ... A year in review: waking the sleeping giant ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/blogs/research.aspx?id=20492&blogid=7524,BCTF Blogs > Research  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources Home > Social Media > Research Blog Search this blog: BCTF Information Services—Research & Reports Provides summaries and links to new reports and studies in the fields of education, labour, and social sciences. Standardized Testing Update Permanent link   All Posts A new report from the Advancement Project explores the common ideological roots of zero-tolerance policies and the high-stakes testing culture in the United States, as well as the deleterious effects of both trends.  The authors also delve into the ways in which “zero tolerance and high-stakes testing have become intertwined and even mutually reinforcing, combining to push huge numbers of students out of school.”  The full report, Test, Punish, and Push Out: How “Zero Tolerance” and High-Stakes Testing Funnel Youth Into the School-To-Prison Pipeline, can be found here. Elsewhere in the world of high-stakes testing: Delegates at the Australian Education Union’s annual federal conference recently voted to boycott the yearly national literacy and numeracy tests for grades 3, 5, 7, and 9.  The NAPLAN tests (National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy) are used to create league tables, which rank schools based on test results.  These tables are published on the government’s My School website, which went live this morning. [UPDATE:   The My School website crashed shortly after its launch due to overwhelming demand.  Everything appears to be working properly now.] The AEU objects to the use of test data to create league tables, arguing on their website that “League tables which rank schools based on raw test scores are bad for students, schools and education.” Meanwhile, the National Union of Teachers in the UK saw 25% of its membership respond to an indicative ballot to voice their opinions on the efficacy of SATs.  95% of those respondents said that the current testing system should be abolished, and 76% indicated that they are prepared to boycott the tests.  The NUT and the National Association of Head Teachers (NAHT) now plan to ask their 300,000 members to respond to a full ballot to determine the level of support for a boycott of the tests, which are scheduled for the summer.  The Guardian reported this week that various parents’ groups in the UK have come out in support of the potential boycott. Last Edited by BCTF Info. Services at 28/01/2010 1:13 PM How sad that 'My School rankings' in Australia is gov't approved! Note that the intro is signed by a 'professor.' (Wow, it must be reliable!) I've become wary of the neo-educational-research industry; we should research the people involved, how their station at university has been achieved, and who is behind the various institutes - too often they are 'conclusions in search of evidence', which is why they are happy to accept even dodgy numbers to work with. It's a lot easier than teaching and pays better. Posted by: Kerry Richardson at 29/01/2010 9:54 AM Leave a comment Name * Email * Homepage Comment << September 2014 >> Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat   1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30         Blogroll On Education: Schools for a Civil Society B.C. Education Report (Tracy Sherlock, Vancouver Sun) The Hook/Education Teacher Solidarity UBC Educational Studies blog Where the Blog has No Name Archive April 2014 March 2014 January 2014 December 2013 November 2013 October 2013 September 2013 August 2013 June 2013 May 2013 April 2013 March 2013 December 2012 September 2012 August 2012 November 2011 September 2011 April 2011 March 2011 February 2011 January 2011 December 2010 November 2010 October 2010 September 2010 August 2010 July 2010 June 2010 May 2010 April 2010 March 2010 January 2010 December 2009 November 2009 October 2009 September 2009 Subjects Education Labour Social Sciences Recent Posts Recent Additions to the Information Services Research Files - April 2014 Recent Additions to the Information Services Research Files - March 2014 Recent Additions to the Information Services Research Files - February 2014 Recent Additions to the Information Services Research Files - January 2014 Recent Additions to the Information Services Research Files - December 2013 If you are experiencing technical difficulties, please contact the webmanager@bctf.ca. About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media jthornthwaite last tweet "Please join me in recognizing the vital work foster families do for B.C. kids http://t.co/bdYy1yh9Jc #FosterFamilyMonth #northvan #bcpoli" @jthornthwaite - 10:56pm Follow @jthornthwaite BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=26873&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > April 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 6, April 2012   Support from Mexico  Translation of a message that some Mexican teachers carrying banners in support of the BCTF took to the Canadian Embassy on March 6, 2012.  Why do we support the BCTF?   We have sent letters of solidarity, we have educated our members about the struggle of the teachers of the BCTF, and we are demonstrating in their support outside the Canadian embassy in Mexico City, because our common work in the Tri-national Coalition to Defend Public Education and the IDEA Network has made us sister organizations. We feel this attack on the teachers of BC as if it were an attack on ourselves. These are not measures being imposed upon abstract entities or people, they are measures applied against colleagues who have names and whom we know—perhaps not all 40,000 BCTF members, but yes many hundreds of them with whom, over almost 20 years of collaboration, we have seen, conversed, laughed, and marched together. We also respond to the call for solidarity, because the BCTF is a union that not only has shown its solidarity on numerous occasions with the struggles of the teachers and students of Mexico, but it is also a union that builds links and generates processes that surpass borders. It is a union that strengthens and advances the international struggle for the right to education and for just societies. We come to Canada’s embassy in Mexico to draw the Canadian government’s attention to the backward step the government of the province of British Columbia is taking in a country that has traditionally enjoyed an international image of respecting the human, social, and labour rights of its own workers. Today, with the law the government of BC has introduced against teachers, it takes a huge step backward to a reactionary and primitive regime with conditions for labour, social, and democratic rights that are reminiscent of the 19th century. We have come as well, to express our outrage at this new round of attacks against democratic unions, this new offensive against social and labour rights. We wish to publicize this criminalization of the BC teachers’ struggle, in the guise of economic punishment. The criminalization of protest and the use of decrees as a way to impose the second wave of structural reforms aimed at privatizing education, has become a perverse new tactic in the arsenal of neoliberal governments to silence all legitimate forms of dissent. We are here to demonstrate our support and we will continue to do so, because we believe that the strike the BC Teachers’ Federation began yesterday, (March 5) is a strike for the dignity of the teaching profession. It’s not just about salaries, nor the sanctity of the collective contract, nor the right to strike. It is resistance to an attempt by the BC government to crush teachers’ rights. Finally, if you were to ask us why we take on these actions in solidarity with the teachers of BC, we would respond that it is out of love. Love for the fraternity, solidarity, and affection that we have cultivated together since 1993 as part of a growing international movement in defense of public education as a social right, as teachers committed to our children and youth, because we believe that only that way will we build societies that are not only more just, but also more happy.   Maria de la Luz Arriaga, organizer, Mexican Section of the Tri-national Coalition in Defense of Public Education  )
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(20141007,www.desmog.ca,http://www.desmog.ca/2014/10/01/democracy-interrupted-how-jumbo-glacier-resort-became-municipality-no-residents,Democracy Interrupted: How Jumbo Glacier Resort Became a Municipality With No Residents | DeSmog Canada About Jump to Navigation Democracy Interrupted: How Jumbo Glacier Resort Became a Municipality With No Residents Wed, 2014-10-01 06:15Judith Lavoie Democracy Interrupted: How Jumbo Glacier Resort Became a Municipality With No Residents Tweet Democracy has been ignored, wishes of local residents disregarded and taxpayers are on the hook for costs associated with a private company’s real estate deal that will give them access to thousands of acres of Crown land, say Kootenay residents and politicians opposed to plans to build a billion-dollar ski resort deep within the Purcell Mountains. The 24-year history of Jumbo Glacier Resort is marked by controversy and breathtaking departures from usual government process. As the deadline approaches for the province to decide whether to finally approve an Environmental Assessment Certificate, feelings in nearby communities remain raw. Tsilhqot’in Ruling Emboldens Ktunaxa in Battle Against Jumbo Glacier Resort Ktunaxa Chief Willing to Go to Jail to Stop Jumbo Glacier Resort In Sacred Spiritual Place Qat’muk When it Comes to Jumbo Glacier Resort, All Questions Lead Back to Minister Bill Bennett Time Running Out for Jumbo Glacier Ski Resort As Construction Deadline Approaches In Invermere, the closest community to the site, Mayor Gerry Taft shakes his head trying to explain how an appointed mayor and council of an adjacent municipality — with no residents or buildings — can make decisions about the surrounding backcountry. There is something inherently wrong with taxpayers picking up the tab for a private-for-profit enterprise while simultaneously all local decision-making power is removed, Taft said. “It’s all about (the provincial government) bending the process to get to where they are now. They have bent and changed the rules around this. This is a slap in the face for democracy,” he said. “It’s like trying to get a round peg into a square hole and you keep changing the hole until something fits.” The history of the proposal, led by Oberto Oberti of Pheidias Project Management Corp. and Glacier Resorts Ltd, stretches back to 1991 when the first formal approach was made to government. In 2004 the province granted an Environmental Assessment Certificate, even though more than 90 per cent of comments expressed concern about issues ranging from grizzly bear habitat to dubious economics. The certificate, with 195 conditions, was renewed in 2009, and will expire on October 12 unless the province finds there has been substantial progress. Jumbo Has No Residents, But Receives Federal and Provincial Tax Dollars In 2007, the Master Plan was approved, despite local opposition, and controversy reached a flashpoint in 2012 when the province amended the Local Government Act to allow creation of a municipality without residents. The Master Development Agreement was signed later that year and then minister of community sport and cultural development Bill Bennett approved incorporation of Jumbo Glacier Resort Municipality. Former Radium Hot Springs mayor Greg Deck, who is also chair of the Columbia Basin Trust, was appointed by the province as mayor of the fledgling municipality, together with two councillors. Previously, communities such as Whistler and Sun Peaks were incorporated as mountain resorts, but Jumbo is the only municipality created in a remote wilderness where the sole residents are grizzly bears and mountain goats. Not only does the council have no accountability to voters, under the municipality’s Letters Patent, it must adhere to terms of the resort’s Master Plan, said Robyn Duncan of Wildsight, a group that has helped lead the Jumbo fight. It raises the spectre of council approving zoning and increasing land values without public input. The municipality initially received a $260,000 provincial grant and its five-year plan asks for a further $200,000 a year. About $50,000 in federal gas tax money has also flowed to Jumbo. Deck, who hopes to be re-appointed in November, said the grants are available to all B.C. municipalities and, so far, much of the funding has gone to building a bridge into the municipality. East Kootenay Regional District ‘Abrogated Responsibility’ The green light for the province to create the municipality came from a 2009 East Kootenay Regional District resolution asking the provincial government to incorporate Jumbo as a mountain resort municipality. Taft and the area’s regional director Gerry Wilkie said the close 8-7 vote was swung by directors from outside the Columbia Valley. “There are five Columbia Valley voters and four out of the five voted against it. People from outside the Columbia Valley outvoted the local directors,” Taft said. Wilkie lists the vote as one of his biggest disappointments. “I think the regional district abrogated its responsibility because any development in the regional district requires zoning and zoning requires a public hearing. That’s the democratic process,” he said. Directors were concerned that hearings would become a circus and the process would take too much staff time, said Wilkie, describing that as a specious argument because contractors could be used. An attempt to reverse the vote resulted in the same numbers and the regional district then received a letter from the province saying the decision was now written in stone. Regional district directors did unanimously pass a motion asking that the regional district and First Nations be fully consulted. “But government didn’t consult us one bit,” Wilkie said. UBCM Passes Resolution Opposing Funding for Municipalities With No Residents The precedent-setting process raised alarm signals among other municipalities and a 2012 Union of B.C Municipalities resolution asked government not to create municipalities unless there were 200 residents. In September this year, UBCM unanimously passed a resolution opposing funding for municipalities without residents. For Taft, it is not only the process that creates a massive headache. There are inevitably costs that will land on Invermere with additional wear and tear on roads and other services, plus provincial priority going to Jumbo access when the area has more pressing needs. “Who’s going to pay for the road? Who’s going to pay for the infrastructure?” he asked. Initially, Taft — a businessman who has been mayor for six years and was a councillor for six years before that — supported the project. But, with a closer look, he became increasingly concerned about the economics and effect on Invermere. Even more important was the realization that the vast majority of residents were against the project, he said. There has been no public hearing, because the process was taken out of regional hands, but a public meeting in Invermere showed a large majority adamantly opposed. Several polls have been conducted and a 2008 random survey by McAllister Opinion Research is regarded as one of the most solid. It found 63 per cent of Kootenay residents opposed, 19 per cent in favour and 18 per cent undecided, with a margin of error of 3.2 per cent 19 times out of 20. “There were the environmental and social costs and having high density in the back-country. People saw it as a real estate scam,” Taft said. Glacier Resorts Gets Crown Land at Half of Current Price Terms allowing Glacier Resorts to purchase 104 hectares of Crown land for the village site and giving the company access to almost 6,000 hectares of “Controlled Recreation Area” are certainly favourable, apparently because the project fits with the province’s Mountain Resorts Branch policy to encourage new all-seasons resort development in an effort to double tourism revenues by 2015. Current policy sets the minimum value of undeveloped mountain resort lands at $12,355 per hectare for the first 10 years of resort development, but Jumbo’s agreement is for $6,178 per hectare because the original commitment was made more than 20 years ago under the former pricing policy, said a Ministry of Forests, Lands and Natural Resource Operations spokesman. The rental fee for the 6,000-hectare Controlled Recreation Area is two per cent of gross lift revenues. “It’s a real estate deal,” retorted Duncan of Wildsight. “The public is just giving away six thousand hectares to a private corporation and funding it through taxpayers’ money.” It’s also a risky speculation in a remote part of the province, with poor access, at a time when ski hills in less remote areas are already struggling, said Wilkie, who predicts that if the development ever goes ahead it will require government bail-outs. “In the long run, it is the taxpayers who will pay.” Next in this series: All questions about Jumbo lead back to Bill Bennett Photo credit: Pat Morrow Tags:  Jumbo Glacier Resort Invermere Purcell Mountains Oberto Oberti Jumbo Resort Jumbo Municipality Glacier Resorts Ltd. B.C. Environmental Assessment Office Mary Polak Pheidias Project Management Corp. Tommaso Oberti Greg Deck Bill Bennett Gerry Taft Robyn Duncan Gerry Wilkie McAllister Opinion Research Kootenays Columbia Valley Columbia Mountains ‹ PREVIOUS Time Running Out for Jumbo Glacier Ski Resort As Construction Deadline Approaches NEXT › Tide Turning Against Global Coal Industry: New Report Tweet Judith Lavoie's blog View the discussion thread. Home About Us Contact Us Search Keep up to date. Sign up for our e-mail newsletter now. Emma Gilchrist Opinion Five Reasons B.C. Should Say No to the Site C Dam A recent poll found only six in 10 British Columbians have heard of BC Hydro’s $8 billion proposal to build a third hydroelectric dam on the Peace River. But the decision about whether to build the Site C dam will directly affect all of us — from the... Read more DESMOG TIP JAR Help us clear the PR pollution that clouds the public square. Tweets by @DeSmogCanada Carol Linnitt Interview The Oilsands Cancer Story Part 3: The Spotlight Turns on Fort Chip Doctor This is the third installment in a three-part series on Dr. John O'Connor, the family physician to first identify higher-than-average cancer rates and rare forms of cancer in communities downstream of the Alberta oilsands. Part 3: The Spotlight Turns On Fort Chip Doctor After the story of Fort... Read more Carol Linnitt Opinion Swapping Red Tape for Caution Tape: Why B.C. Can Expect More Mount Polleys As we pull up to the mouth of the Hazeltine Creek, where billions of litres of mining waste from the Imperial Metals Mount Polley mine spilled into Quesnel Lake on August 4th, I’m thinking to myself what numerous locals have recently said to me: this shouldn’t have happened. All of the warning signs were... Read more Carol Linnitt In-Depth Photos: I Went to the Mount Polley Mine Spill Site It’s Monday, August 11th, and both my gumboots are dangerously sinking into the muck I’m trying to cross. I took far too bold a step towards a sturdy log ahead as I’m trying to cross a sludge river left behind in the wake of the Mount Polly mine tailings pond breach. Now I’m balanced precariously,... Read more Carol Linnitt Interview Evangeline Lilly: It’s My Job To Stand Up For Canadian Scientists You may know the Canadian actress for her tough-girl roles in Lost or The Hobbit: The Desolation of Smaug. But Evangeline Lilly has a battle – besides those with orcs and island smoke monsters – to fight: the battle for Canada’s scientists. Lilly first heard about the... Read more Guest Opinion Canada Needs Some Serious Climate Honesty This is a guest post by Mark Jaccard, professor of sustainable energy at Simon Fraser University.  In 2007, Prime Minister Stephen Harper’s government asked me and four other economists if we agreed with its study showing huge costs for Canada to meet its Kyoto... Read more Carol Linnitt Interview The Oilsands Cancer Story Part 2: Deformed Fish, Dying Muskrats Cause Doctor To Sound Alarm This is the second installment of a three-part series on Dr. John O'Connor, the family physician to first identify higher-than-average cancer rates and rare forms of cancer in communities downstream of the Alberta oilsands. Part 2:... Read more About About DeSmog.ca Our Comment Policy Your Privacy Keep In Touch Contact DeSmog.ca Keep Up Via RSS News Tips and Confidential Information [x] When it Comes to Jumbo Glacier Resort, All Questions Lead Back to Minister Bill Bennett During the last decade, as Jumbo Glacier Resort’s plans for an all-season ski resort in the Purcell Mountains wilderness have inched their way through a labyrinth of controversy, protest and legislation, proponents have had a powerful ally in Victoria. Energy and Mines Minister Bill Bennett, the often-outspoken MLA whose East Kootenay riding is south of the Jumbo site, has been instrumental in many of Glacier Resort’s steps towards approval and, in the nearby community of Invermere, almost all conversations about Jumbo include references to Bennett.... read more)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/SocialJustice.aspx?id=6190,BCTF > Council claims young Olympics workers are being exploited  	BCTF Social Justice  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources   For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Social Justice > Issues > Child Labour Council claims young Olympics workers are being exploited The World Today Archive—Tuesday, 22 August, 2000 Reporter: Alison Caldwell COMPERE: Child exploitation at the Olympics? The New South Wales Labour Council says Games organisers are allowing franchisees to exploit young people at Stadium Australia in the lead-up to next month's Olympic Games. The peak union body says teenagers selling ice-cream and confectionery at the stadium are being paid $5 an hour for weekend work, after being required to get an ABN number from the Taxation Office before they actually start the selling. The implication being, of course, that they are independent sub-contractors with the franchised catering company, Sodexho, not being liable for the usual employee benefits. Sodexho has agreed to meet representatives of the Labor Council this afternoon to discuss the employment conditions of its so-called “vending concessionaires” at Stadium Australia, Alison Caldwell reports. ALISON CALDWELL: The ad in the high-school newsletter was attractive to say the least. The Stadium Australia ad invited students aged 14 years 9 months and over to be a part of history and work at the Olympics in its food and beverage retail outlets. With no experience required, the ad says the salary would start at $18.30 per hour for the first 30 days. It was enough to catch the attention of Debbie's 16-year-old son who wishes to remain anonymous. He now works as an ice-cream and confectionery salesman at Stadium Australia where he's employed by catering firm Sodexho. Sadly, though, Debbie says the reality of the situation falls well short of what was promised. Instead of making $18 an hour, her son is on a commission, receiving 10 per cent of his till, or a minimum of $20 regardless of how many hours he's worked. DEBBIE: He worked from 10.30 a.m. and he finished at 5:45 p.m. and he had less than half an hour meal break and he brought home $30. I think it's very unreasonable. He could earn more money than that babysitting locally without my husband and I having to worry about him getting out to Stadium Australia and getting home again. ALISON CALDWELL: And to make matters worse he had to share his commission with another employee. Debbie's been told her son will eventually make $18 an hour once the Olympics begin. Debbie's son was also asked to apply for an Australian Business Number. DEBBIE: Yes, he was told he had to have one and we applied through the accountants and he was very surprised that a child would need one. He's also been told if he earns over $400 a month he needs to join a super and the employer should be doing all that paperwork and apparently they're not. They're expecting the kids to do it all themselves. ALISON CALDWELL: The requirement appears to breach a recent Tax Office ruling. The Tax Office has today reminded businesses that children under 18 who make less than $120 a week are not required to apply for an ABN. Debbie's son is just one of around 400 students who've been employed by Sodexho at Stadium Australia. New South Wales Labour Council Secretary Michael Costa says many of them are being paid just $5 an hour. That's $9 less than the award wage. MICHAEL COSTA: If they're paying people in the manner that's been described to us, it's breaching certainly the industrial agreement that applies. And that breach, in my mind, would constitute a form of exploitation certainly of child labour—and it ought to cease. ALISON CALDWELL: In urging the workers to apply for an ABN, Michael Costa says Sodexho is treating them like contractors and avoiding its responsibilities as an employer. MICHAEL COSTA: They avoid a series of business administration functions. That is collection of tax, possibly workers compensation and other statutory requirements that are mandatory in terms of employment relationships in this country. ALISON CALDWELL: Neither Sodexho nor Stadium Australia were available for comment. About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=27102&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 7, May/June 2012   Austerity means more inequality  By Kip Wood   “The poor have generally been in favour of greater equality. This support has been tempered by the tendency of some of the poor to react sympathetically to the cries of pain of the rich over their taxes and of others to the hope that one day soon they might be rich themselves.” – John Kenneth Galbraith, The Affluent Society (1958) Imagine that 100 people are in a bar and their average annual income is $48,300. The distribution of their incomes is such that 50 individuals make less than $48,300 and 50 people make more than $48,300. (Note that the median annual income of a Canadian in 2009 was $48,300.) Imagine now that Gord Nixon, CEO of the Royal Bank, walks into the bar. His income last year was $11.9 million. So now, the average salary of people in the bar is $166,000. However, the median salary of people in the bar is still $48,300 because half of the people make exactly that or less. This simplistic example illustrates what is happening in Canada. The average salary is increasing while the median salary is relatively stagnant. The Conference Board of Canada, in a 2011 report on Canadian income inequality, reported that in a 33-year period, the average salary went from $51,100 in 1976 to $59,700 in 2009, an increase of 17%. The median salary, in the same period, went from $45,800 to $48,300, an increase of only 5.5%. The Gord Nixons of our country benefit from a growing economy, while most incomes have stagnated. The average has continued to climb, the median has levelled off. How bad is inequality in Canada? The Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD), in a report entitled “Are we growing unequal?” (2008), revealed that Canada widened the gap between rich and poor more significantly than any of the other 33-member states from 1998–2008. The evidence that inequality adversely affects everyone is revealed in The Spirit Level, a 2009 book by British epidemiologists Richard Wilkinson and Kate Pickett. In meticulous detail, Wilkinson and Pickett show that more equal societies almost always do better than unequal societies. They found that health and social problems are related to the distribution of wealth, not the overall wealth, in a society. Countries with greater gaps between rich and poor had higher rates of substance abuse, more teen pregnancies, higher infant mortality, higher crime rates, more homicides, higher rates of incarceration, longer prison sentences, higher levels of anxiety and stress, lower educational outcomes, lower voter turnouts, less upward mobility, and had lower life expectancies. Concentration of wealth at the top also means a concentration of power at the top, weakening democracy and creating status competition. Doing well in unequal societies has come to mean doing better than others. The “occupy” movement is criticized by the popular media and other corporate interests for not having a central theme or focus. The criticism is startling given that the most repeated words refer to the 99% and the 1%. Inequality, and its devastating consequences, is what the occupy movement is all about. Jim Stanford is an economist for the Canadian Auto Workers and a member of the Bottom Line panel that appears on The National with Peter Mansbridge. When summarizing 2011 and looking ahead to 2012, Stanford stated that at least one of three groups—consumers, employers, or government—have to start spending in order to prevent Canada from going back into recession. The concept that Stanford was talking about is what economists call “aggregate demand”—the capacity and willingness to spend money on goods and services. “Spending power” is a term that is often associated with consumers; however, aggregate demand is a sum that includes the spending of employers and government. John Maynard Keynes, author of The General Theory of Employment, Interest, and Money (1936), said succinctly, “Economic growth depends on aggregate demand.” The current notion of a “jobless recovery,” repeated by the corporate media, is insulting to citizens because it has little to do with their ability to spend money. Because sustained growth is not possible without aggregate demand, a jobless recovery is not really a recovery at all because of the continuation of unemployment, and underemployment. Looking at the groups individually, consumers are not spending because median incomes in Canada have stagnated for the past 30 years while the cost of living has risen. In contrast to the three decades following WWII, incomes have not risen with productivity. In an attempt to maintain their spending power, consumers have chosen two main strategies—working more hours and taking on more debt. Most Canadians are working more than they were a generation ago and household debt is at an all-time high. Robert Reich, economics professor at Berkeley and author of Aftershock (2010), described the predicament: “Consumers no longer have the purchasing power to buy what the economy is capable of producing.” Reich then stated the reason: “A larger and larger portion of total income has been going to the top. What’s broken is the basic bargain linking pay to production.” Employers are not spending money despite record-level corporate profits. This has contributed to the demise of consumers and the labour market in general. Henry Ford was an innovator in regard to productivity but he also knew that higher wages were necessary if he expected to sell the automobiles that were coming off the assembly lines in his factories. Low aggregate demand, like inequality, is self-reinforcing. Less spending means employers are less likely to invest and hire employees because they lack confidence in getting a return on their investment. Without demand for products, there is no incentive to invest. This of course leads to even less employment and less spending. That leaves government as the third possibility to increase aggregate demand. Instead of spending and stimulating growth, governments on every continent, with astounding synchronization, are imposing austerity measures. Keynes warned that it is up to government, as the spender of last resort, to stimulate the economy by increasing aggregate demand. Cutting spending to reduce debt, and spending instead on tax cuts that are largely turned into savings, is sold to voters as medicine for what ails the economy. However, this medicine actually reduces aggregate demand and exacerbates unemployment. Joseph Stiglitz, former chief economist at the World Bank, was addressing the Toronto Forum on Global Cities last year and said, “Austerity is a suicide path” and that the solution to the “jobs deficit” is for governments to “tax and spend.” In January 2012, in a joint statement, the International Monetary Fund, the World Bank, and the World Trade Organization issued a warning about the economic and social risks of austerity programs. Despite the deleterious effects of austerity measures, voters (and non-voters) continue to support governments that cut public services. During the post-war years (1946–1976), economic thinking was influenced by Keynes. Governments were about taxing and spending. Unemployment was low, economic growth was rapid, prosperity was widely shared, and markets were stable. In the last three decades, economic growth has slowed, unemployment has risen, recessions and crises have become more frequent, and inequality has reached levels similar to the years just prior to the Great Depression. Even though inequality has returned to a level like the late 1920s, the antidote is not the same because the challenges are significantly different. Rapid economic growth led to prosperity in the post-war years; however, there are limits to growth, and re-igniting an economy based on perpetual growth will not be possible. Will the middle class agree to compromise the dream of prosperity that middle class generations before them enjoyed? And will the challenge of climate change and environmental collapse affect the entrenched notion of the necessity for perpetual economic growth? In any case, consideration of what is best for all, now and in the future, must drive the debate. Millionaires live in gated communities, places unlike the environs of the 99%. Unequal societies are segregated to the point that there is no common interest. When wealth is concentrated, power is concentrated and collective solutions to societal problems are not considered because individualism has replaced civic engagement. The patrons in the bar making the median wage do not want to compromise their own chance to become wealthy so they accept and support policies that benefit the rich while remaining detached from historical events that prevent their own prosperity. Galbraith understood this in a time when our society was much more equal than it is today.  Kip Wood, Woodlands Secondary School, Nanimo and member-at-large, BCTF Executive Committee  )
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=31322,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2013 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 26, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 2013   Looks like daylight: Voices of indigenous kids  Author interview and book review by Janet Nicol “History impacts on the present,” says Deborah Ellis, discussing her latest book, Looks Like Daylight: Voices of Indigenous Kids in a recent telephone interview. “Situations grow from the past.” Ellis gained this understanding and a great deal more travelling across North America for more than two years, talking to Aboriginal children and teenagers living on and off reserves. “Children don’t get recognized for having opinions,” she observes. “They have a lot to say.” Instead of turning these interviews into fiction, as Ellis does when writing award-winning novels for and about young people, she lets First Nations, Métis, and Inuit youth tell their stories in their own words. “Half of the interviewees are Canadian and half are American,” she says, travelling with her tape recorder as far south as Texas, north to Iqaluit, and along the Pacific coast to Haida Gwaii. “I attempt to keep myself out of the book as much as possible.” Even so, Ellis’ trademark empathy and respect for young people is evident in the trust and open responses she elicits. Each of the 45 people interviewed is identified with a first name only, along with her or his age and a brief biography. Photos of some of the interviewees and scenes of their communities are included. All describe their realities with courage—both heart-wrenching and inspiring. Suicide and addiction issues—among other challenges—appear in some of the young people’s stories but so do their wise thoughts, selfless dreams, and their wealth of talents and achievements. Tingo, aged 14, begins the collection. He describes a “family systems” program he joined: “We talk a lot about grief because that’s been a big part of our lives as Native people—grief over losing our land, our language, our customs, our ways. Grief often comes out as trouble.” Tingo was born in Kelowna, British Columbia, and is Blackfoot on his mother’s side and Nicaraguan on his father’s. His young life has already taught him much as he concludes: “It’s your life. Find people who will help you live it.” Pearl, aged 15, is from a Cree reserve in Ontario and determined to give back as a police officer when she becomes an adult. “If I become a police officer I’ll never use a car,” she says. “I’ll walk around and know what’s going on and people will know that they can trust me.” Ta’Kaiya, is 11, from the Coast Salish Nation and lives in Vancouver, BC. A determined environmentalist, Ta’Kaiya was part of the Freedom Train that went across the country to protest the Northern Gateway pipeline. “If we don’t take care of the earth there will be nothing left but mocking silence for what we could have saved,” she says. All proceeds for Looks Like Daylight will go to the First Nations Child and Family Caring Society of Canada. Ellis acknowledges there are separate realities among First Nations youth and other North American youth. “Racism is an issue,” she says. “Young people take the lead from the adults around them.” The last words in Looks Like Daylight go to Waasekom, aged 16. He is Ojibwe from the Saugeen First Nation in Ontario. “My spirit name (“Waasekom”) means ‘when it’s night and lightning fills the sky and it suddenly looks like daylight,’” he explains, inspiring the book’s title. ––––––––––––––– Janet Nicol teaches social studies at Killarney Secondary School, Vancouver.  For more information: deborahellis.com and fncaringsociety.com    Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=22915,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 23, Number 6, April 2011   MyBCTF member-only portal goes live April 18 By Geoff Peters  A demonstration of the portal was provided to AGM delegates in March. Members will have access to: timely bargaining updates Advantage program information collective agreements interactive tools, including discussion groups easy registration for conferences and meetings updating of personal information targeted information based on your union role. During our communications audit, many members asked for a secure member portal, more use of new electronic tools, and reduced paper use. Details about sign-on procedures will be distributed starting in April, using all available internal communication vehicles. First time sign on   At bctf.ca, click on “BCTF Members Only” tab. At sign-in page, (“BCTF member portal”) click “First time here? Sign up now.” Enter BCTF member number (if known) or enter your name, school district number, and your school district employee number. Choose a password. Record/remember your BCTF member number and password! Navigate the site and update your personal information. (If there are problems signing on, e-mail portal@bctf.ca or call 604-871-2119 or toll free 1-800-663-9163, ext. 2119. Forgot your password or login ID? Click on “Forgot your login?” or “Forgot your password?” Geoff Peters is director of the BCTF Communications and Campaigns Division.  Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9160&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 19, Number 1, September 2006 On being well: Wellness is lifelong personal development by Julia Johnson Last year September came with uncertainty. Teachers began their school year not knowing where their collective stand to negotiate a contract that would restore working and learning conditions was going to take them, and 10 months later on June 30th they ended the school year with a five-year collective agreement in need of ratification by its membership. For BCTF President Jinny Sims, this agreement-in-committee with the employer is being viewed as a significant gain for the teaching profession of BC—significant because "[teachers] stood firm for their students, public education, their profession, and their own rights." (BCTF Bargaining Bulletin #31). At the Summer Associates’ and Trainers’ Institute held at UBC in August, Irene Lanzinger, BCTF first vice-president, suggested that this five-year contract was significant because it would provide time for teachers, local executives, and the Federation to reflect on the work of each member and each focus group. Instead of being "intensely engaged in actions related to union issues such as bargaining, the Federation as a whole and its individual members now have the opportunity to think more deeply about their work." Mike Lombardi, speaking about professional development for teachers at the trainers’ institute stated that the ProD priorities, as determined at the AGM in March 2006, would be as follows: "Teachers would (1) be instrumental in developing educational policy as it relates to student learning and what goes on in the classroom, (2) advocate for continued improvements in student learning conditions, (3) continue to strive for autonomy of their professional development because they know what is best for kids, (4) continue to challenge the accountability agenda at the school, district, and provincial levels, (5) advocate for a quality education system that is free from the privatization of commercial interest, (6) promote the work of social justice action groups, and (7) extend the work of the Federation in Aboriginal education. This September, teachers are relieved they will be able to begin their school year without political drama. They are grateful for the opportunity to enter their classrooms knowing that for the next five years there will be no province-wide interruption to their teaching. Beginning a school year with this stability will help to promote professional development, as teachers will have more opportunity to converse about their teaching practices. When teachers spend time with their colleagues talking about things they care about—in particular the practice of teaching—their intellectual, social, and emotional wellness needs are attended to. Educator John W. Gardner, author of books on changing and decaying societies and personal renewal wrote: "Every institution in our society should contribute to the growth of the individual. Every institution must, of course have its own purposes and preoccupations, but over and above everything else that it does, it should be prepared to answer the question posed by society: What is your institution doing to foster the development of the individual within it?" For the next five years the direction of the BCTF will be to explore this question through the diverse PD workshops they provide. Facilitating this endeavour are volunteer PD associates who have been trained to help you think more deeply about the issues you encounter and the work you do. If we are to "continue to advocate for our students, ourselves, and for a socially just and civil society" (Jinny Sims) then we must also ask the question, "What am I becoming?" because "unless you change how you are, you will always have what you’ve got" (Jim Rohn). And what we have is a diverse society manifesting its troubled heart by warring. Rohn, author of Claim Your Power, suggests that we need to learn to work harder on ourselves than we do on our job and that "the business of personal development lasts a lifetime." To be sure personal development is what keeps us healthy in mind, body, and soul and maintaining a regime of personal well being is lifelong work. Getting help in achieving personal wellness and workplace health is only a phone call away through the BCTF workshop wellness program. Julia Johnson, a retired learning resource teacher in Quesnel, is a BCTF PD wellness associate and a member of the Teacher Newsmagazine Advisory Board. livingjewels@shaw.ca.)
(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/friendconnect/script/CSI/,Staffroom Confidential Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Sorry, the page you were looking for in this blog does not exist. Sorry, the page you were looking for in this blog does not exist. Home Subscribe to: Posts (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts All Comments Atom All Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ▼  September (9) Reflections on the BC Teacher Strike BC Teacher strike - Lessons learned Response to Sandy Garossino Will the Education Fund improve classroom conditio... Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Class composition: a human rights perspective Class size and composition - a short visual histor... Guest post - I WILL HOLD THE LINE Teachers - let your leadership know it is time to ... ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/contacts.cfm?page=isdept&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true,BCTF Contacts Home E-mail Lists Links A to Z Index Contact Us Help SITE SEARCH Quick Links BCTF formsBCTF NewsFrançaisLabour linksPensionsTeacher NewsmagazineTeaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Contact Us > ISD staff Income Security Division Note: Use the area code "604" and prefix "871" with the local number for the direct phone line. Administrative Staff Local E-mail Address Victor Choy 1949 vchoy@bctf.ca Chris Harris 1935 charris@bctf.ca Michael Kimmis 1957 mkimmis@bctf.ca Sarbrinder Lalli 1890 slalli@bctf.ca Drusilla Wilson 1925 dwilson@bctf.ca Mike Wisla 1891 mwisla@bctf.ca Support Staff Local E-mail Address Allie A. 1932 benefits@bctf.ca Lu A. 1955 benefits@bctf.ca Karen A. 1923 benefits@bctf.ca Linda Byrnes 1926 lbyrnes@bctf.ca Angela D. 1933 benefits@bctf.ca Marcus D. 1936 benefits@bctf.ca Charlotte F. 1934 benefits@bctf.ca Alison G. 1939 benefits@bctf.ca Sasha G. 1924 benefits@bctf.ca Doreen H. 1945 benefits@bctf.ca Megan H. 1956 benefits@bctf.ca Melissa H. 1931 benefits@bctf.ca Kim Leslie 1958 kleslie@bctf.ca Carman M. 1946 benefits@bctf.ca Elizabeth Maguire 1892 emaguire@bctf.ca Erin M. 1930 benefits@bctf.ca Sarah P. 1937 benefits@bctf.ca Lauri S. 1927 benefits@bctf.ca Dennis Shaw 1944 dshaw@bctf.ca Kerry S. 1948 benefits@bctf.ca Calum W. 1938 benefits@bctf.ca Larry W. 1928 benefits@bctf.ca About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy Close Window Print Page   Income Security Division Note: Use the area code "604" and prefix "871" with the local number for the direct phone line. Administrative Staff Local E-mail Address Victor Choy 1949 vchoy@bctf.ca Chris Harris 1935 charris@bctf.ca Michael Kimmis 1957 mkimmis@bctf.ca Sarbrinder Lalli 1890 slalli@bctf.ca Drusilla Wilson 1925 dwilson@bctf.ca Mike Wisla 1891 mwisla@bctf.ca Support Staff Local E-mail Address Allie A. 1932 benefits@bctf.ca Lu A. 1955 benefits@bctf.ca Karen A. 1923 benefits@bctf.ca Linda Byrnes 1926 lbyrnes@bctf.ca Angela D. 1933 benefits@bctf.ca Marcus D. 1936 benefits@bctf.ca Charlotte F. 1934 benefits@bctf.ca Alison G. 1939 benefits@bctf.ca Sasha G. 1924 benefits@bctf.ca Doreen H. 1945 benefits@bctf.ca Megan H. 1956 benefits@bctf.ca Melissa H. 1931 benefits@bctf.ca Kim Leslie 1958 kleslie@bctf.ca Carman M. 1946 benefits@bctf.ca Elizabeth Maguire 1892 emaguire@bctf.ca Erin M. 1930 benefits@bctf.ca Sarah P. 1937 benefits@bctf.ca Lauri S. 1927 benefits@bctf.ca Dennis Shaw 1944 dshaw@bctf.ca Kerry S. 1948 benefits@bctf.ca Calum W. 1938 benefits@bctf.ca Larry W. 1928 benefits@bctf.ca)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=17128&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2008 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 3, November 2008  Which of the two women standing in the line at the food bank is a BCTF teacher teaching on call? By Sue Heuman  Before I answer that question, let me give you some background information on the teachers teaching on call. In 2005, the BCTF Research Department conducted a survey on behalf of the Teachers Teaching On Call Advisory Committee (TTOCAC) to gauge the working and living conditions of teachers teaching on call (TTOC). The results of that survey confirmed what the committee believed. TTOCs were struggling and living below the poverty line. According to the 2005 survey results, TTOCs worked an average of 66 days a year. The average salary was $12,000; 15% of TTOCs were working more than one job; and 30% were primary caregivers. Only 39% of TTOCs applied for EI. When we looked at the average number of days worked, we understood why the EI application rate was so low. In order to qualify for EI, the minimum number of days needed to be worked is 100. These statistics were shocking to the committee. In the 2005 survey, we also asked how many of the TTOCs who responded were retired teachers; 15% self-identified as retired teachers. Then came the job action in October 2005. TTOCs walked the picket line, shoulder to shoulder with their colleagues. When Vince Ready made his recommendation, in April 2006, that the TOC daily rate be increased and the payment of on-scale pay after four days in any assignment, TTOCAC believed that TOC life would improve. Instead, we heard comments about the great deal that TTOCs got from Ready. The implication was that TTOCs were going to be living in the lap of luxury. The committee worried that TTOCs might not get that all-important fourth day and lose out on getting paid at scale and accumulating seniority. In 2008, the BCTF Research Department conducted another survey on behalf of the TTOCAC. We wanted to know if things had changed for TTOCs. Yes, they have changed. However, most of the changes have not been for the better. TTOCs’ working lives have not really improved in these past three years. The average number of days worked per year for the TTOCs who answered the survey was 70 days. This is still not enough to qualify for EI. About one-third (36%) of the TTOC respondents reported annual earnings of less than $10,000. The vast majority (79%) earned less than $30,000 from TTOC work. About one-quarter of respondents had student loans, with 47% of them owing in excess of $20,000. And what about that all-important 4th day on scale in any assignment that was going to improve the lives of TTOCs? Almost 31% of the 48% of TTOCs surveyed who were hired before 2006, noticed a decrease on the fourth call-out day. In fact one TTOC commented on the survey: “Four consecutive days: the ongoing joke amongst TOCs in this area is that you can almost guarantee that you will not be called on the fourth day as they will then have to pay you on scale.” In the 2008 survey, 20% of TTOCs were retired teachers. In both the 2005 and 2008 surveys, men were more likely to be retired and working as TTOCs. In the 2008 survey, 38% of male respondents were retired compared to 15% of female respondents. The committee believed that the number of retired teachers would reflect the inequities that women faced in taking time from work to raise families, with the resulting loss in pensionable earnings. So back to our question at the beginning: who is the TTOC in the line at the Food Bank? Actually, both of them are. And it is a sad commentary on the plight of TTOCs. – Sue Heuman is the chair of the BCTF’s Teachers Teaching on Call Advisory Committee.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=14256,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 20, Number 2, October 2007 Looking back 70 years ago Requests have been received from Prairie teachers addressed to specific British Columbia schools, and no doubt teachers and school children everywhere will be co-operating with the general local citizen body in sending neighbourly aid to distressed fellow countrymen. There seems a consensus of opinion, however, that all such efforts should be pooled and distribution left to the officials in the distressed areas, who have in hand definite schemes for the fair distribution of gifts from more fortunate parts of the country. – October 1937, The BC Teacher 50 years ago The centennial year in BC gives teachers a special reason to celebrate. One hundred years ago the Hudson’s Bay Company brought out the Reverend Mr. Staines to teach the children of company employees. During the year 1957–58 our Federation members will number 10,000. Yet this prosperous province, with the highest birthrate and immigration rate in Canada, faces a distressing shortage of teachers. Will you, every individual member, be such a good teacher that pupils, parents, school boards, and departments will be won to realize that we must have good qualified teachers, and that they can be recruited and retained only when salaries, pensions, and education finance are adjusted to give us the economic status worthy of our profession and its heavy responsibilities? – September/October 1957, The BC Teacher 30 years ago Teachers are well aware that TV has cultivated a speediness, an impatience, a lack of concentration that makes their jobs all the more difficult. It’s harder to teach the basics. There’s a lot of talk in educational circles about basics, a lot of "truths" become platitudes, web-footed answers to real, contemporary dilemmas. That the average child’s primary social relationship (in hours spent) is with a TV set raises some fundamental questions. By age 14 the typical TV consumer has witnessed 18,000 TV deaths and 350,000 TV commercials in 22,000 hours of obeisance to our cyclopean god. That same adolescent has spent 12,000 hours in school, perhaps 20% of that time dealing with "basics." – September/October 1977, The BC Teacher 10 years ago In the current storm of passionate interest in technology, one school, Ridgeway Elementary, of North Vancouver, has planted a walled garden at its centre instead of a MacLab. Appropriately called The Refuge, this sanctuary to students and teachers alike has transformed the school and community in ways that Voltaire (and many others) would approve. In an otherwise sterile urban environment, students can walk down the hall and open a door to find nature. The gatekeeper and head gardener of The Refuge is teacher-librarian Chuck Heath. Beneath his white shock of hair, his eyes glowed with the intense joy of sharing what he knew with the child beside him. – October 1997, Teacher newsmagazine Chris Bocking, Keating Elementary School, Saanich Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/BCTFNews.aspx?id=29079,BCTF News Vol. 18, No. 5, January 2013  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development BCTF News archive 2013–14  2012–13  2011–12     2010–11  2009–10    En français  Home > Publications > Newsletters and Alerts > BCTF News > 2012-13 Archives       Volume 18, Number 5, January 2013  In this issue:  Table of Contents Preparations underway for bargaining  Framework for bargaining reached with BCPSEA  Premier’s plan for 10-year deal flawed  Injury not covered by WCB  Graduation requirements review  Statistics Canada Report shows BC’s dismal record  Project of Heart  Teachers build a better world  Preparations underway for bargaining Preparations for the upcoming round of bargaining are well underway. A provincial bargaining team was appointed in October, and they began their work in January. The team is supported by the expertise of BCTF staff, and started their work by preparing bargaining proposals based on objectives set by the provincial Bargaining Conference, which was held in conjunction with the Representative Assembly in early November. Framework for bargaining reached with BCPSEA An agreement-in-committee addressing bargaining was reached with BCPSEA and subsequently ratified by both BCTF and BCPSEA on January 26. The framework provides for a mutually agreed-to facilitator in this round of negotiations, an early start to bargaining, a common data study before the commencement of bargaining, and a shift of some relationship issues to local bargaining tables. These relationship issues include such matters such as posting and filling of vacancies, layoff and recall, and transfers; all items best dealt with between individual locals and their school districts. This is a positive move, and we are happy to be commencing bargaining with this framework in place. You can read our submission to government, the government’s white paper proposal, and the framework for bargaining agreed to with BCPSEA on the BCTF Member Portal (https://bctf.ca/myBCTF/). See the starred items. Premier’s plan for 10-year deal flawed You may have heard in the media about Premier Christy Clark’s proposed plan for a 10-year deal with public school teachers that ignores court rulings, contradicts government’s own legislation, and is fundamentally flawed. The key problem is that it ignores the ruling of the BC Supreme Court that teachers have the right to bargain working conditions, such as class size and class composition. The Liberals’ own Bill 22 also allows for these issues to be negotiated in this round but her new plan requires teachers to give up this hard-won right. Over the past decade, when Liberal policy regulated learning conditions, class sizes grew and support for students with special needs suffered. Another major problem is the indexing of teachers’ salaries to average increases of other select groups of government employees. This is fundamentally unfair because it effectively prohibits teachers from negotiating for their own salaries. Under such a scheme, government has all the cards. The average of net zero is zero. BC teachers’ salaries are lagging far behind those of other teachers in Canada, and the gap will only widen under this plan. On the surface the premier’s rhetoric sounds conciliatory after more than a decade of conflict between the BCTF and the BC Liberals but, in reality, her plan is yet another effort to severely limit teachers’ constitutional right to bargain. The timing of this plan is curious given that government was aware that BCPSEA and the BCTF were quietly working away on a positive framework for this round of bargaining. Given that BCPSEA/BCTF framework has been ratified, it is unclear at this point what the premier intends to do with her proposal. Injury not covered by WCB In a WCB Review Division decision dated December 17, 2012, the WCB denied the claim of a teacher who injured his left knee while playing in an intramural soccer game during the lunch period. A fellow teacher, injured in the very next game, had his claim accepted. The following factors were compelling in leading the Review Officer to conclude that the worker’s injury did not arise out of, and in the course of, employment: Participation in sporting activities is not normally considered part of a worker’s employment. Playing soccer is not part of the worker’s job. He did not receive instructions from his employer. His participation was voluntary. The activity occurred outside of normal working hours. Fitness was not a job requirement. The game was not supervised by an administrator. Members are advised to think twice before participating in fun, recreational activities outside of instructional time. WCB coverage is not a given. The BCTF will be appealing the member’s claim to the Workers’ Compensation Appeal Tribunal. The full decision is available here (http://bit.ly/14wGOY8) Graduation requirements review The ministry is undertaking a review of graduation requirements including adult graduation and school leaving certificates. The BCTF submission, Graduation Requirements Review: A brief to the Ministry of Education from the BCTF, is now available here (http://www.bctf.ca/uploadedFiles/Public/Publications/Briefs/ GraduationRequirementsReviewBrief.pdf). Statistics Canada Report shows BC’s dismal record A recently released report from Statistics Canada illustrates the dramatic deterioration in government support for public education in BC compared to the other provinces and territories and the national average. No matter what aspect and measure you consult, BC will appear at or near the bottom. The data from this report is being used to update materials the BCTF will be distributing prior to the provincial election. A few stand-out facts among many: the gap between BC and the rest of Canada in amount of per-student funding has widened considerably since 2009–10 with BC showing the lowest percentage increase between 2006–07 and 2010–11 full-time equivalent (FTE) educators increased in all provinces except BC BC continues to have the highest student-educator ratio in Canada if BC brought its student-educator ratio up to the national average, we would have 6,800 more teachers the lowest percentage change between 2006–07 and 2010–11 for educator remuneration in public elementary and secondary schools. The full report is available at: http://www.statcan.gc.ca/pub/81-595-m/81-595-m2013099-eng.pdf   Project of Heart Be a part of seeking the truth in Canada. Learn about the children taken, the parents and communities robbed of their children, and the rest of Canada deprived of the truth. Learn about this injustice and this crime. Let’s change the way we think and act to build trust with one another and move forward together in a good way. Honour the courage and spirit of Indian Residential School survivors and intergenerational survivors. All locals have the Project of Heart kit and the 100 Years of Loss kit and we’ve requested that all locals participate (we’ve put out the challenge to all local presidents). The tiles from all locals will be a part of the final commemoration project that will be unveiled at the Truth and Reconciliation National Event to be held in Vancouver in September 2013. The 100 Years of Loss kit (which many people were waiting for) has just been made available free of charge. A reprint of the kit has just been completed and they will go fast. This kit provides lessons, DVDs, and the timeline of residential schools in Canada. They are available at here: http://www.legacyofhope.ca/projects/100-years-of-loss-edu-kit   Everyone should visit the site listed below as there are some amazing examples of what students across the country are doing. Together, our learning and our actions will be our humble gift to our ancestors and our future generations. Get involved at www.projectofheart.ca. Teachers build a better world BCTF conference for new teachers, student teachers, and new TTOCs   We invite you to participate in the 2013 conference for new teachers, student teachers, and TTOCs. At this annual conference organized by the BCTF, you will find workshops to inspire you and a gold mine of resources. No doubt a highlight will be the opportunities to share ideas and experiences with the other participants. This conference is based on the core principle of effective professional development with experienced classroom teachers teaching colleagues what they know. We invite you to add to your teaching repertoire as you participate in workshops and visit the displays. We encourage you to share your experiences with each other and teach us more about the dreams and aspirations of new teachers with your questions and contributions throughout the conference. Enjoy! When: March 1–2, 2013 Where: Radisson President Hotel and Suites, Richmond Conference information and online registration is available on the BCTF website. http://bctf.ca/NewTeachers.aspx   Space is limited. Online registration will be processed on a first-come, first-served basis. New video gets boost on Tyee   Congratulations to Colin Plant, PSA Council chairperson and past president of the Association of British Columbia Drama Educators, whose dramatic reading (http://thetyee.ca/Video/2012/12/17/BCTF-Don-Macrae-Video-Critique/) of the letter Minister McRae wrote protesting his teaching conditions while he was a teacher in 2008 was selected as the latest Video Pick on The Tyee! Student Vote BC 2013   Register right now for Student Vote BC 2013, visit: www.studentvote.ca or call 1-866-488-8775. This spring, BC students participating in Student Vote will have the opportunity to cast ballots for the official candidates running in the May 14, 2013 provincial election. In the last election, 580 BC schools registered to participate and 85,000 students cast a ballot.         Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2011/10/bcpseas-hypocritical-application-to-lrb.html?showComment0751319654368965,Staffroom Confidential: BCPSEA's hypocritical application to LRB over BC teachers wages Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Wednesday, October 26, 2011 BCPSEA's hypocritical application to LRB over BC teachers wages The BC Public School Employer's Association (BCPSEA) is making an application this afternoon to the Labour Relations Board on behalf of BC School Trustees. The application seeks to charge the teachers' union, the BC Teachers Federation, for a portion of teacher salaries during the current job action. Apparently they are asking for 5 - 20% of teachers wages. The hypocrisy is mind boggling. Let's consider the facts. Teachers are not attending a monthly staff meeting. They are not completing formal report cards three times per year. In some districts, they are not doing outdoor supervision during recess and lunch. They are doing all tasks in relation to teaching including lesson preparation, instruction, marking and assessment. They are continuing to communicate with parents on all aspects of student learning. They are continuing to organize field trips. They are continuing extra-curricular activities. Most teachers report that the small amount of time not spent in meetings or doing paperwork is now being spent on enhanced lesson preparation, increased individual time with students, and more assessment. No teacher I know of is working fewer hours. Meanwhile, in 2002 the BC Liberals unilaterally and illegally stripped teachers' collective agreement of class size and class composition limits. As a result, most teachers workloads increased. Increased class sizes lead to direct increases in workload. There is more marking, more assessing, more reporting, more parent contact. Increased class composition also leads to direct increases in workload. A student with an Individual Education Plan requires individualized lessons. This can be a major increase in workload where teachers have many such students in their class(es). When teachers negotiated provincial class size limits, they gave up salary. A three year agreement was reached with 0%, 0%, and 2%. In exchange, the limits ensured reasonable workloads for teachers as well as improved learning conditions for students. When these limits were stripped, there was no corresponding increase in pay. Teachers simply lost. The lost salary has meant BC teachers are now eighth in Canada. And teachers report working an average of 49 hours per week, with one tenth of teachers working 60 hours or more. There is no extra pay for these extra hours of work. The BC Supreme Court found the contract stripping was illegal. The government has been forced to enter discussions with the BCTF to address their actions. So far, the government has insisted that there will be ZERO compensation for teachers for the effects of the illegal legislation. So for ten years teachers have been working for significantly longer hours for lower salaries. And now, after two months of extremely limited job action, that same government (via its employer's agent) wants 20% of our wages. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 11:04 AM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 6 comments: AnonymousOctober 26, 2011 at 11:39 AM I think it would be more correct to say that BCPSEA is rumoured to be applying to the LRB. Difference between fact and fear mongering... :)ReplyDelete Tara EhrckeOctober 26, 2011 at 11:44 AM This is not a rumour. BCPSEA tweeted their intention to file publicly. Here are the relevant tweets from BCPSEA, which you can see publicly here: http://twitter.com/#!/BCPSEA BCPSEA We have filed an application with the LRB to request: 1) #bctf members prep & distribute report cards #bced #bcpoli 2) require #bctf to reimburse school districts for salary and benefit costs associated with the strike activity. #bced #bcpoli BCPSEA Correction: We will file application with the LRB this afternoon. #bced #bcpoliReplyDelete alientocanadaOctober 26, 2011 at 12:17 PM Dear Tara, You have an excellent grasp on the situation and I love the way you express our plight!!! More power to the people! That is not Alien!!!ReplyDelete BrittOctober 26, 2011 at 8:47 PM I love reading your blog, Tara. Victoria teachers are very fortunate to have such well-informed/well-spoken/well-written local president such as yourself!ReplyDelete DeannaOctober 27, 2011 at 4:39 PM Thank you for all of your thoughtful and thorough blogs on teachers issues Tara! We are so lucky to have such a strong GVTA that represents what is really happening in Victoria schools and around the province. It saddens me to no end to continue to hear the lies in the media about what students and teachers are faced with in the classroom. I hope that people are looking into both sides of the story before making any judgements. We are an educated and reasonable body of professionals who deserve to be bargained with respectfully and fairly. We are doing our best in schools with what we have but I expect that this government will be eating its words (it already has after the recent Supreme Court ruling) down the road as we see the consequences of such indignant behaviour unfold. I encourage everyone to stay informed and TALK TO A TEACHER about what is really happening!ReplyDelete DarylOctober 28, 2011 at 1:11 AM Wow, I've just returned home and it's almost 8:00 pm. I had parents visit me to discuss their child's success in the class after school - this took over an hour. I next worked on preparation for Friday's classes and then decorated my classroom door for the Halloween Door competition. During my prep. block this morning I rushed out to pick up hot-dog buns for a lunch fundraiser for the Salvation Army and spent my lunch hour serving these to students along with a number of other staff. On Tuesday evening, I drove from Chilliwack to Abbotsford to pick up over $200.00 worth of hot-dogs and supplies that I payed for personally. So far this year I have spent hundred on supplies personally to assure that the assignments I design proceed in an effective fashion. I truly care about my students and their future prospects in an increasingly challenging marketplace. I don't mind putting in the effort, but what is really galling is the insinuation that we as teachers are not doing our jobs or that we might be a lot of "Bad Apples". Yes perhaps there might be one or two, but what of our elected officials, I remember a certain provincial leader charged for impaired driving among many other issues; he continued on ruling with an iron fist and made some very costly and ill considered decisions affecting our economy. Whether you agree or disagree with the HST, the manner in which it was implemented was not democratic, so I applaud the citizens of BC for standing firm. What of other provincial political leaders who abuse the power granted them by their office yet are able to rid themselves of their troubles and dirty laundry miraculously upon the breaking of yet another political scandal. One might say, Voila' and these violator's of the public trust are re-invented to continue on their merry way. What is it about teachers that makes us such a threat to the provincial government? Is it that we educate and attempt to create thoughtful, intelligent young people who might eventually question government authority? I thought the goal of our previous premier was to see BC become the top of Canada's educational system? Instead we lose hundreds of millions yearly and have laws imposed on us which are severely jeopardizing an already challenged system. How do we keep the " Brightest and Best" in BC if we are going to offer them salaries marked at 8th place in a province with the highest cost of living in the country? If I wasn't so close to retirement, I'd leave. Perhaps the citizens of BC might start evaluating the performance of elected officials in the same fashion as they seem to be scrutinizing us. Yes, teachers do have demands, but these are largely unselfish in nature and are predominately aimed at supporting the next generation, after all one day they will be in charge.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ▼  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ▼  October (16) Abbott's plan: some thoughts... Teachers upset with BCPSEA allegations and threats... BCPSEA's hypocritical application to LRB over BC t... Occupy Education Builds Momentum The "transformation agenda" for BC education? - fo... Big brother and the Ministry of Education How to judge a School Board candidate - by their r... Solidarity and the 99% - Why teachers should suppo... Occupying Education Abbott's plan: Drastic changes with no consultatio... Guest post: Tobey Steeves on Bills 27/28 - a perso... BCPSEA - missing the point on local bargaining We are the 99 BC government proposal for class composition is "r... A little interlude... BC School Trustees consider a teacher lockout ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141008,cyber.law.harvard.edu,http://cyber.law.harvard.edu/rss/rss.html,RSS 2.0 Specification (RSS 2.0 at Harvard Law) RSS 2.0 at Harvard Law Internet technology hosted by Berkman Center RSS 2.0 Specification Tuesday, July 15, 2003 Contents What is RSS? Sample files About this document Required channel elements Optional channel elements Elements of <item> Comments Extending RSS Roadmap License and authorship What is RSS?  RSS is a Web content syndication format. Its name is an acronym for Really Simple Syndication. RSS is a dialect of XML. All RSS files must conform to the XML 1.0 specification, as published on the World Wide Web Consortium (W3C) website. A summary of RSS version history. At the top level, a RSS document is a <rss> element, with a mandatory attribute called version, that specifies the version of RSS that the document conforms to. If it conforms to this specification, the version attribute must be 2.0. Subordinate to the <rss> element is a single <channel> element, which contains information about the channel (metadata) and its contents. Sample files  Here are sample files for: RSS 0.91, 0.92 and 2.0. Note that the sample files may point to documents and services that no longer exist. The 0.91 sample was created when the 0.91 docs were written. Maintaining a trail of samples seems like a good idea. About this document  This document represents the status of RSS as of the Fall of 2002, version 2.0.1. It incorporates all changes and additions, starting with the basic spec for RSS 0.91 (June 2000) and includes new features introduced in RSS 0.92 (December 2000) and RSS 0.94 (August 2002). Change notes are here. First we document the required and optional sub-elements of <channel>; and then document the sub-elements of <item>. The final sections answer frequently asked questions, and provide a roadmap for future evolution, and guidelines for extending RSS. Required channel elements  Here's a list of the required channel elements, each with a brief description, an example, and where available, a pointer to a more complete description. Element Description Example title The name of the channel. It's how people refer to your service. If you have an HTML website that contains the same information as your RSS file, the title of your channel should be the same as the title of your website. GoUpstate.com News Headlines link The URL to the HTML website corresponding to the channel. http://www.goupstate.com/ description        Phrase or sentence describing the channel. The latest news from GoUpstate.com, a Spartanburg Herald-Journal Web site. Optional channel elements  Here's a list of optional channel elements. Element Description Example language The language the channel is written in. This allows aggregators to group all Italian language sites, for example, on a single page. A list of allowable values for this element, as provided by Netscape, is here. You may also use values defined by the W3C. en-us copyright Copyright notice for content in the channel. Copyright 2002, Spartanburg Herald-Journal managingEditor Email address for person responsible for editorial content. geo@herald.com (George Matesky) webMaster Email address for person responsible for technical issues relating to channel. betty@herald.com (Betty Guernsey) pubDate The publication date for the content in the channel. For example, the New York Times publishes on a daily basis, the publication date flips once every 24 hours. That's when the pubDate of the channel changes. All date-times in RSS conform to the Date and Time Specification of RFC 822, with the exception that the year may be expressed with two characters or four characters (four preferred). Sat, 07 Sep 2002 00:00:01 GMT lastBuildDate The last time the content of the channel changed. Sat, 07 Sep 2002 09:42:31 GMT category Specify one or more categories that the channel belongs to. Follows the same rules as the <item>-level category element. More info. <category>Newspapers</category> generator A string indicating the program used to generate the channel. MightyInHouse Content System v2.3 docs A URL that points to the documentation for the format used in the RSS file. It's probably a pointer to this page. It's for people who might stumble across an RSS file on a Web server 25 years from now and wonder what it is. http://blogs.law.harvard.edu/tech/rss cloud Allows processes to register with a cloud to be notified of updates to the channel, implementing a lightweight publish-subscribe protocol for RSS feeds. More info here. <cloud domain="rpc.sys.com" port="80" path="/RPC2" registerProcedure="pingMe" protocol="soap"/> ttl ttl stands for time to live. It's a number of minutes that indicates how long a channel can be cached before refreshing from the source. More info here. <ttl>60</ttl> image Specifies a GIF, JPEG or PNG image that can be displayed with the channel. More info here. rating The PICS rating for the channel. textInput Specifies a text input box that can be displayed with the channel. More info here. skipHours A hint for aggregators telling them which hours they can skip. More info here. skipDays A hint for aggregators telling them which days they can skip. More info here. <image> sub-element of <channel>  <image> is an optional sub-element of <channel>, which contains three required and three optional sub-elements. <url> is the URL of a GIF, JPEG or PNG image that represents the channel. <title> describes the image, it's used in the ALT attribute of the HTML <img> tag when the channel is rendered in HTML. <link> is the URL of the site, when the channel is rendered, the image is a link to the site. (Note, in practice the image <title> and <link> should have the same value as the channel's <title> and <link>. Optional elements include <width> and <height>, numbers, indicating the width and height of the image in pixels. <description> contains text that is included in the TITLE attribute of the link formed around the image in the HTML rendering. Maximum value for width is 144, default value is 88. Maximum value for height is 400, default value is 31. <cloud> sub-element of <channel>  <cloud> is an optional sub-element of <channel>. It specifies a web service that supports the rssCloud interface which can be implemented in HTTP-POST, XML-RPC or SOAP 1.1. Its purpose is to allow processes to register with a cloud to be notified of updates to the channel, implementing a lightweight publish-subscribe protocol for RSS feeds. <cloud domain="rpc.sys.com" port="80" path="/RPC2" registerProcedure="myCloud.rssPleaseNotify" protocol="xml-rpc" /> In this example, to request notification on the channel it appears in, you would send an XML-RPC message to rpc.sys.com on port 80, with a path of /RPC2. The procedure to call is myCloud.rssPleaseNotify. A full explanation of this element and the rssCloud interface is here. <ttl> sub-element of <channel>  <ttl> is an optional sub-element of <channel>. ttl stands for time to live. It's a number of minutes that indicates how long a channel can be cached before refreshing from the source. This makes it possible for RSS sources to be managed by a file-sharing network such as Gnutella. Example: <ttl>60</ttl> <textInput> sub-element of <channel>  A channel may optionally contain a <textInput> sub-element, which contains four required sub-elements. <title> -- The label of the Submit button in the text input area. <description> -- Explains the text input area. <name> -- The name of the text object in the text input area. <link> -- The URL of the CGI script that processes text input requests. The purpose of the <textInput> element is something of a mystery. You can use it to specify a search engine box. Or to allow a reader to provide feedback. Most aggregators ignore it. Elements of <item>  A channel may contain any number of <item>s. An item may represent a "story" -- much like a story in a newspaper or magazine; if so its description is a synopsis of the story, and the link points to the full story. An item may also be complete in itself, if so, the description contains the text (entity-encoded HTML is allowed; see examples), and the link and title may be omitted. All elements of an item are optional, however at least one of title or description must be present. Element Description Example title The title of the item. Venice Film Festival Tries to Quit Sinking link The URL of the item. http://nytimes.com/2004/12/07FEST.html description      The item synopsis. Some of the most heated chatter at the Venice Film Festival this week was about the way that the arrival of the stars at the Palazzo del Cinema was being staged. author Email address of the author of the item. More. oprah\@oxygen.net category Includes the item in one or more categories. More.   comments URL of a page for comments relating to the item. More. http://www.myblog.org/cgi-local/mt/mt-comments.cgi?entry_id=290 enclosure Describes a media object that is attached to the item. More. guid A string that uniquely identifies the item. More. http://inessential.com/2002/09/01.php#a2 pubDate Indicates when the item was published. More. Sun, 19 May 2002 15:21:36 GMT source The RSS channel that the item came from. More.   <source> sub-element of <item>  <source> is an optional sub-element of <item>. Its value is the name of the RSS channel that the item came from, derived from its <title>. It has one required attribute, url, which links to the XMLization of the source. <source url="http://www.tomalak.org/links2.xml">Tomalak's Realm</source> The purpose of this element is to propagate credit for links, to publicize the sources of news items. It can be used in the Post command of an aggregator. It should be generated automatically when forwarding an item from an aggregator to a weblog authoring tool. <enclosure> sub-element of <item>  <enclosure> is an optional sub-element of <item>. It has three required attributes. url says where the enclosure is located, length says how big it is in bytes, and type says what its type is, a standard MIME type. The url must be an http url. <enclosure url="http://www.scripting.com/mp3s/weatherReportSuite.mp3" length="12216320" type="audio/mpeg" /> A use-case narrative for this element is here. <category> sub-element of <item>  <category> is an optional sub-element of <item>. It has one optional attribute, domain, a string that identifies a categorization taxonomy. The value of the element is a forward-slash-separated string that identifies a hierarchic location in the indicated taxonomy. Processors may establish conventions for the interpretation of categories. Two examples are provided below: <category>Grateful Dead</category> <category domain="http://www.fool.com/cusips">MSFT</category> You may include as many category elements as you need to, for different domains, and to have an item cross-referenced in different parts of the same domain. <pubDate> sub-element of <item>  <pubDate> is an optional sub-element of <item>. Its value is a date, indicating when the item was published. If it's a date in the future, aggregators may choose to not display the item until that date. <pubDate>Sun, 19 May 2002 15:21:36 GMT</pubDate> <guid> sub-element of <item>  <guid> is an optional sub-element of <item>. guid stands for globally unique identifier. It's a string that uniquely identifies the item. When present, an aggregator may choose to use this string to determine if an item is new. <guid>http://some.server.com/weblogItem3207</guid> There are no rules for the syntax of a guid. Aggregators must view them as a string. It's up to the source of the feed to establish the uniqueness of the string. If the guid element has an attribute named "isPermaLink" with a value of true, the reader may assume that it is a permalink to the item, that is, a url that can be opened in a Web browser, that points to the full item described by the <item> element. An example: <guid isPermaLink="true">http://inessential.com/2002/09/01.php#a2</guid> isPermaLink is optional, its default value is true. If its value is false, the guid may not be assumed to be a url, or a url to anything in particular. <comments> sub-element of <item>  <comments> is an optional sub-element of <item>. If present, it is the url of the comments page for the item. <comments>http://ekzemplo.com/entry/4403/comments</comments> More about comments here. <author> sub-element of <item>  <author> is an optional sub-element of <item>. It's the email address of the author of the item. For newspapers and magazines syndicating via RSS, the author is the person who wrote the article that the <item> describes. For collaborative weblogs, the author of the item might be different from the managing editor or webmaster. For a weblog authored by a single individual it would make sense to omit the <author> element. <author>lawyer@boyer.net (Lawyer Boyer)</author> Comments  RSS places restrictions on the first non-whitespace characters of the data in <link> and <url> elements. The data in these elements must begin with an IANA-registered URI scheme, such as http://, https://, news://, mailto: and ftp://. Prior to RSS 2.0, the specification only allowed http:// and ftp://, however, in practice other URI schemes were in use by content developers and supported by aggregators. Aggregators may have limits on the URI schemes they support. Content developers should not assume that all aggregators support all schemes. In RSS 0.91, various elements are restricted to 500 or 100 characters. There can be no more than 15 <item>s in a 0.91 <channel>. There are no string-length or XML-level limits in RSS 0.92 and greater. Processors may impose their own limits, and generators may have preferences that say no more than a certain number of <item>s can appear in a channel, or that strings are limited in length. In RSS 2.0, a provision is made for linking a channel to its identifier in a cataloging system, using the channel-level category feature, described above. For example, to link a channel to its Syndic8 identifier, include a category element as a sub-element of <channel>, with domain "Syndic8", and value the identifier for your channel in the Syndic8 database. The appropriate category element for Scripting News would be <category domain="Syndic8">1765</category>. A frequently asked question about <guid>s is how do they compare to <link>s. Aren't they the same thing? Yes, in some content systems, and no in others. In some systems, <link> is a permalink to a weblog item. However, in other systems, each <item> is a synopsis of a longer article, <link> points to the article, and <guid> is the permalink to the weblog entry. In all cases, it's recommended that you provide the guid, and if possible make it a permalink. This enables aggregators to not repeat items, even if there have been editing changes. If you have questions about the RSS 2.0 format, please post them on the RSS2-Support mail list, hosted by Sjoerd Visscher. This is not a debating list, but serves as a support resource for users, authors and developers who are creating and using content in RSS 2.0 format. Extending RSS  RSS originated in 1999, and has strived to be a simple, easy to understand format, with relatively modest goals. After it became a popular format, developers wanted to extend it using modules defined in namespaces, as specified by the W3C. RSS 2.0 adds that capability, following a simple rule. A RSS feed may contain elements not described on this page, only if those elements are defined in a namespace. The elements defined in this document are not themselves members of a namespace, so that RSS 2.0 can remain compatible with previous versions in the following sense -- a version 0.91 or 0.92 file is also a valid 2.0 file. If the elements of RSS 2.0 were in a namespace, this constraint would break, a version 0.9x file would not be a valid 2.0 file. Roadmap  RSS is by no means a perfect format, but it is very popular and widely supported. Having a settled spec is something RSS has needed for a long time. The purpose of this work is to help it become a unchanging thing, to foster growth in the market that is developing around it, and to clear the path for innovation in new syndication formats. Therefore, the RSS spec is, for all practical purposes, frozen at version 2.0.1. We anticipate possible 2.0.2 or 2.0.3 versions, etc. only for the purpose of clarifying the specification, not for adding new features to the format. Subsequent work should happen in modules, using namespaces, and in completely new syndication formats, with new names. License and authorship  RSS 2.0 is offered by the Berkman Center for Internet & Society at Harvard Law School under the terms of the Attribution/Share Alike Creative Commons license. The author of this document is Dave Winer, founder of UserLand software, and fellow at Berkman Center. Unless otherwise labeled by its originating author, the content found on this site is made available under the terms of an Attribution/Share Alike Creative Commons license, with the exception that no rights are granted -- since they are not ours to grant -- in any logo, graphic design, trademarks or trade names, including the Harvard name. Last update: 4/29/07; 7:33:52 AM. RSS 2.0 Spec Site Outline About this Site)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media jthornthwaite last tweet "Please join me in recognizing the vital work foster families do for B.C. kids http://t.co/bdYy1yh9Jc #FosterFamilyMonth #northvan #bcpoli" @jthornthwaite - 10:56pm Follow @jthornthwaite BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7700,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 3, November/December 2004 Do teachers need a college? by Ken Novakowski Teachers in B.C. walked out in protest on April 28, 1987, shutting down every school in the province. They were united in protesting government legislation that introduced a college of teachers: they hadn’t asked for a college of teachers, and they didn’t want one. The BC College of Teachers was an idea introduced by the Social Credit government of the day. At that time there was only one other college of teachers in the world: in Scotland. The BC College of teachers was the first, and remains the only, professional regulatory body in British Columbia that was imposed upon a profession rather than introduced at the request of, and in consultation with, the profession. The government had a clear political objective in mind when it introduced the college: it wanted an end to the professional leadership the B.C. Teachers’ Federation played in the lives of B.C. teachers. Here’s what happened. The government introduced legislation that on the one hand granted teachers collective bargaining rights they had long been denied, but, on the other hand, with a college of teachers, attempted to split the professional aspects of teachers from the BCTF. The headline in the BCTF Newsletter of April 9, 1987, stated GOV’T ATTACKS BCTF. "Never in the 71 year history of the B.C. Teachers’ Federation have the collective professional interests of teachers been as seriously threatened as they are today" went the story. What the government attempted to do with the introduction of a college of teachers was threefold: 1. To split off the professional elements of the BCTF (professional development services, provincial specialist associations, lesson aids, etc.) into a separate organization with mandatory membership, i.e., the college of teachers, and make the BCTF solely a bargaining organization with compulsory membership previously granted by statute removed. This was intended to divide teachers and seriously weaken the BCTF. 2. To download the costs of teacher certification from government to teachers. 3. To submit teachers to yet another level of discipline, creating for them double or even triple jeopardy. Unlike most other professionals who have colleges, teachers are employed professionals. They always have been and continue to be subject to discipline from their employer over matters of conduct and competence. While teacher protests to stop the imposition of a college were unsuccessful, the BCTF had tremendous success on another front. They voluntarily signed up 98% of the teachers in the province to membership in the BCTF, a sign-up success rate unparalleled in Canadian trade union history. After debating the merits of boycotting the college or participating in the college to neutralize it and limit its scope of activity, the BCTF decided on the latter. Over the 15-year history of the college, teachers, and sometimes administrators, made up the 15 elected members of the 20-member governing college board. The BCTF attempted to mitigate the negative aspects of an imposed structure by supporting teacher candidates for the council, with a modicum of success. But even with teacher leaders on the college council committed to a limited mandate for the college, teachers facing possible discipline by their school boards also faced the prospect of college hearings on the same matter. And teachers continued to pay to operate a structure they never asked for or wanted. So why did we fight so hard to regain democratic control of a college we never wanted? When the current Liberal government, in the spring of 2003, fired the 15 elected college councillors and put in place 20 political appointees to strip teachers of their professional autonomy and other professional rights, it insulted every teacher in the province. Teachers could not accept and pay for a regulatory body they did not democratically control. The solidarity we demonstrated against the punitive actions of a government with 75 seats out of 79 in the legislature was awesome. We actually got the government to change its position and its legislation. There are very few instances in the history of this country or any of its provinces where that has been done. Through our struggle for a democratic college, we learned the power of solidarity. Our professional lives are demanding enough in the current context of funding cuts and reductions in support and services to students. We didn’t need an appointed college imposing yet more demands upon us. As long as we have elected representatives in the majority on the college, there exists the potential for influencing its direction and operations. B.C. teachers are members of one of only three teacher colleges in the world: Scotland had one before we had it introduced here in 1987, and since then the Ontario government introduced a college in that province, also against the wishes and will of that province’s teachers. The current minister of education in B.C., Tom Christensen, in a meeting with BCTF officers on October 12, 2004, opined that his government "is really indifferent as to whether or not a college of teachers should even exist." Soon after the college of teachers became a reality in B.C., the BCTF adopted a position that favoured a limited role for the college, namely to deal with certification and decertification matters as well as to provide teacher input into teacher-education programs for pre-service teachers. Both these goals can be accomplished without a college of teachers. If we again challenge the need for a college, we’ll need to ensure that we do not have the government create new or different structures that we don’t need or want. Ken Novakowski is the BCTF’s executive director. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=32162&printPage=true,BCTF News Releases  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2014 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  February 25, 2014 Facing unreasonable government, teachers call strike vote  After a full year of bargaining and more than 40 sessions at the table, BC teachers have called for a strike vote to push back against major concession demands, an unfair salary offer, and a deliberately confrontational attempt to reverse the recent BC Supreme Court decision on class size, composition, and staffing levels, said BCTF President Jim Iker. “Teachers care deeply about our schools, our students, and our communities. We don’t take a strike vote lightly,” said Iker. “However, this government seems incapable or unwilling to let the BC Public School Employers’ Association negotiate fairly with teachers. Christy Clark, her government, and BCPSEA are insisting on rollbacks, freezing wages, and ignoring the Supreme Court of British Columbia.” Iker said he was incredibly disappointed and frustrated as teachers have worked hard this round to create a sense of calm and purpose at the bargaining table. While the last round was dominated by government acting in bad faith, this time teachers were hopeful that new players and a new framework agreement would help both parties reach a fair and reasonable deal. Since January 27, when the BC Supreme Court released its ruling that found the Christy Clark government had acted in bad faith, BCPSEA has tabled unreasonable proposals:  New language that would yet again strip all provisions on class size, class composition, and staffing levels for teacher-librarians, counsellors, special education, and other specialist teachers. A salary offer that starts with a 0.5% increase on the date of ratification. The increase is not retroactive. Because the previous contract expired last June, this means zero for all of 2013–14 school year to date. The proposal is followed by another zero for 2014–15 school year and then various ones and point fives over the next four years. The last four years of the 10-year term, an idea teachers rejected in June by a province-wide vote of 96%, features an ill-defined indexing scheme that even BCPSEA’s negotiators could not explain. “The move to once again strip class size, composition, and staffing levels from teachers just days after the BC Supreme Court’s ruling showed total disrespect for the law, for teachers, and for students,” said Iker. “This government, through BCPSEA, is trying to pretend Justice Griffin’s ruling never happened. Their proposal to eliminate class size, class composition, and staffing levels would ‘supersede and replace all previous articles that addressed class size, composition, and staffing levels.’ For 12 years teachers have worked to defend our rights, our working conditions, and our students’ learning conditions, and once again we find ourselves facing a government focused only on confrontation.” On the salary front, BCPSEA’s offer means BC teachers are being asked to take up to two more years of zeros after no salary increases in 2011–12 and 2012–13. “Despite most other public sector workers receiving increases in the range of 3.5 to 4% over two years as part of the co-operative gains mandate, the government has directed BCPSEA to pursue a totally different agenda with teachers,” said Iker. “Trying to force wage freezes on teachers for another two years is not reasonable or fair, given what the government negotiated with other workers in the public sector. Teachers are asking for an increase that addresses the rising cost of living and a market adjustment that reflects how far we are behind other teachers in Canada. We believe that’s fair and reasonable. “BC teachers cannot sit back and let Christy Clark and her government talk about labour peace in public, while trying once again to provoke teachers behind closed doors. We will do everything we can to secure a fair deal for teachers and better support for our students.” Strike vote information On the call for a strike vote, Jim Iker said: “For teachers, our only recourse in response to the unfair, unreasonable, and deliberately confrontational proposals at this point is to apply pressure through a strike vote. Such a vote, however, does not mean imminent school closures.  We will consider all job action options and timing very carefully. Our goal is to reach a negotiated deal at the bargaining table without having to resort to job action.” Once a strike vote is taken, a union has 90 days to activate it with some sort of job action. The BCTF strike vote will take place on March 4, 5, and 6, 2014.  Results will be announced on the evening of March 6. Job action, if needed, will occur in stages, but any initial action will not: include immediate school closures or disruption for students. stop teachers from participating in extracurricular activities. affect report cards or communication with parents. Any escalation of job action will depend on progress at the negotiating table. -  30  - For more information, contact Rich Overgaard, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell).)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12126,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2001 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 13, Number 7, May/June 2001 Become partners in classroom research by Colleen Tsoukalas As a teacher action research group at Simon Fraser University, we bring our interests, dilemmas, burning questions, and experience, and then we discuss, debate, and reflect on classroom practices that can make a difference. The Graphic Organizer presented here is a snapshot of the who, what, when, where, why, and how of our research. Together we filled in the information and negotiated the writing of the group report. Completed, this graphic organizer shows our accomplishments individually and collectively: the sequence, processes, and products of two years of effort. As teacher researchers, we look beyond individual practices. We look outside our own classrooms to other schools, districts, provinces, and countries. We see how our practices affect students’ access to learning opportunities and resources, human and material. We examine assigned roles and labels (for example, the labels ESL student, gifted student, LAC student, behaviourally disordered student, leader) and how access to a variety of roles can be easy for some and difficult for others. We examine the roles and practices of those who describe the behaviours and assign the labels. We consider how labels can last forever, without review or reconsideration. We use video and audio tapes to see and hear teacher and student language that empowers or isolates, includes or excludes. As we research, we are being researched on ways in which we, as teachers, learn, teach, and take on multiple roles (student, teacher, researcher, mentor, colleague); and on the ways we are being analyzed and communicate (to support, interject, suggest, agree, disagree, summarize, question, reflect). Are we teaching our students the language of discourse, and are we providing time, models, and support to practice? Are our classrooms organized so that students have equal opportunities to work co-operatively–to exchange ideas and talk? How are the students grouped? What is the teacher’s role? Facilitator? Director? Who is the teacher’s audience? Who are conversational partners? What do student and teacher responses look like? Our work in classrooms is audio- and videotaped, and we can readily see the language demands of these tasks and the collaborative work needed to meet our objectives. We become more confident through the group support. Our individual research projects are enhanced through the group’s feedback. Research projects completed to date are about classroom relationships: student to student, students in groups, students as a class, students and the teacher, students and parents, parents and teacher. Here are two examples of suggestions that have helped: In a project investigating teacher/resource teacher collaboration, an additional component was suggested: to seek students’ opinions about having two teachers in the classroom. Students were asked to respond in a class journal so that the project included three perspectives instead of two. In a project about increasing parent involvement, the suggestion was made to add dual-language materials to the reading collection to enable non-English-speaking parents to be reading partners, too. The teacher action research group provides support and encouragement to reflect on our teaching practices, to make time to observe our students’ learning and interactive strategies, to evaluate process and product, to apply a multidisciplinary team approach to problem solving, and to present our research in practical, interactive formats to a variety of audiences, including student teachers, researchers, and colleagues. We continue to meet once a week for two hours after school, and we have had some release time to prepare conference presentations. For further information about the initial research project that led to the formation of this group, see Dr. Kelleen Toohey’s book, Learning English at School: Identity, Social Relationships, and Classroom Practice, 2000, (Multilingual Matters). Through Toohey’s leadership, we work together. As a result, we all speak from desirable and powerful identity positions, have "access to the expertise of (our) peers" (p. 197) and can be creative and "play" with new ideas. These are ideal conditions in which to learn; we have interest, purpose, audience, and expertise–great resources! Colleen Tsoukalas is a TOC in Vancouver. Teacher Action Research Group members are Corey Denos, Linda Hof, Rumi Ilieva, Suzanne Rowbotham, Susie Sandhu, Joanne Thompson, Kelleen Toohey, Colleen Tsoukalas, and Bonnie Waterstone. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12708,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 1999 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 12, Number 2, October 1999 One teacher’s story of transformation by Laura Watt Something magical has happened in my classroom: students treat one another with respect, have the courage to say what they think, and regard their teacher as friend and guide. I get up each school day excited and ready to learn what they have to teach me. Soon after I started teaching, I was introduced to the concept of conflict resolution: have kids come together, talk about their differences, and make a plan that works for their particular situation. I experienced both success and failure with the technique; I wasn’t sure why it didn’t work when it didn’t. I realize now that I wasn’t truly willing to give control to the students. In March, I attended the Attorney General’s Community Accountability Programs training workshop in Cranbrook. I learned that restorative justice works from the perspective that “there are no disposable people.” Through the stories told by our facilitator, Dave Gustafson, who works in prisons with people who have committed serious offences, I was introduced to the “magic” that happens between people and within people when they voluntarily come together to listen and to learn how their actions have affected one another and their relationships. If “criminals” could feel empathy, if they could come to understand their victims’ point of view, if victims could forgive and have empathy for their tormentors, how much easier would it be with young people. If they could learn to do this as children, how long before there were no more criminals? The stories were deeply moving; something was beginning to shift in me. Gustafson also told us that the underlying principles of tolerance and honesty of the conference process allow the healing to occur. I needed to understand that I cannot manipulate my students into yet another way to control them, to make them “be good.” I needed the courage to let go of the process and let everyone, including me, express himself/herself in a safe setting. I joined the Kaslo Restorative Justice Committee, volunteers from different walks of life dedicated to learning and applying the principles of restorative justice. During one educational subcommittee meeting, I experienced a “blinding flash of the obvious” while watching two videos. The first, about VOR (Victim Offender Reconciliation), called “Making Things Right,” taught me the difference between acknowledging responsibility and taking your punishment. Unless my students acknowledge responsibility, the consequences imposed on them are meaningless, contribute to the continuation of their poor behaviour, and set them up for failure in the future. Taking punishment is harmful; accepting responsibility is about “making it right.” If students are not given the opportunity to make it right, no inner transformation can occur; no lasting changes will result. The second video was an interview with Desmond Tutu. He was doing restorative justice on a huge scale, with the Truth and Reconciliation Commission in South Africa. Tutu and his commission wanted the people of South Africa to come together, talk about their past hurts, forgive and be forgiven, and work together for a brighter future. He explained that when one confesses, one is opening a window to the fresh air of forgiveness that is always there. He also explained that when a person forgives, he/she is not saying that a harmful act was okay but that he/she gives up the right to retribution. It became clear to me that forgiving, being forgiven, and acknowledging responsibility are incredibly powerful and life-changing actions. Our committee held a special meeting at which we shared our feelings about restorative justice as well as our interests, hopes, and fears. I shared with the group that as a teacher I was expected to be in charge and manage a group of students as well as teach them something. I had never been comfortable with the reward-and-punishment paradigm that I felt I had to buy into. I felt that there was a real need for change, particularly in the way the rules are made, understood, and enforced. I expressed my belief that until there was a comfortable, respectful and warm climate in the classroom, we couldn’t be as effective as we might be in teaching students. It seemed to me that it was easy to pick out the students at a very early age who were heading down a destructive path, and I wanted to do something for them before they turned into criminals. I wanted to learn about restorative justice, and I hoped that I could help heal some of the conflict in my class. I was sharing my new insights about the power of restorative justice just as my own class was becoming more disruptive, defiant, and rude. The next morning, after that sharing session, I was called to walk the walk. When I got to school, the two girls who had the most recent conflict were there early. I called them together to talk about what had gone on the day before. As we talked, it became clear that the parameters of the problem extended well beyond the two girls and was much more involved than simply “end-of-the-school-year tension.” We came up with a list of 13 people who needed to be present. The kids were very excited at the prospect of talking about their difficulties with one another. I started by asking them if they were interested in the following goals: To heal some of the broken relationships in our class, to restore some harmony to our classroom, and to regroup before our big end-of-the-year field trip, which I was not looking forward to at that point. They willingly embraced those goals. I told them my job was to listen and to say whose turn it was to talk next. They agreed that only the person with the talking stick would talk, and everyone would get a turn to talk. We would speak respectfully to one another, and what was shared in the room would stay in the room. As the talking stick was passed around the group, the first few comments were superficial and strained, but before the stick was halfway around, the comments became very honest, full of powerful emotion. We sat in that room together, with many tears, laughs, and hugs, for nearly two hours. Many strong feelings were shared and dealt with. I was impressed with the students’ respect for one another and their ability to see another’s point of view. They decided that their plan for the future was to eat lunch together, including everyone, even students not at the meeting, and to all be friends. I told them all how proud of them I was for their courage and their ability to be open and honest. We turned a corner that day. We connected. We understood one another. After all was said and done, there was no one to blame, no one to punish. The students had taken responsibility for their actions, apologized and forgiven. In today’s climate of zero tolerance and fear of violence in our schools, I think we may be on to something here in our little rural school. Harmony, reconciliation, and a more tolerant, compassionate society are attainable. If we listen to the children, they will show us the way. Laura Watt teaches at Jewett Elementary School, in Kaslo. For more information, access the KRJC web page www.kin.bc.ca/Restore_Just/RJHome.html Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13852,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 1998 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 10, Number 7, May/June 1998 Making space for women’s history by Jane Turner “Why are there only men in this picture?” I asked my students. The boys and girls were looking at a picture in their text of Louis Joseph Papineau painted by C.W. Jefferys. A crowd was gathered around him as he delivered an oration on the need for responsible government in Quebec. The students studied the picture, and one ventured a response. “These men are angry that they don’t have the right to vote.” “Yes, that’s true, I replied, “but why does the painting show only men? Where were the women of Quebec?” “Oh, there weren’t any women in history,” a student blurted out. On numerous occasions and in a variety of ways, students in my secondary social studies classes have articulated similar sentiments. After years of studying history through their social studies courses, students have come to believe that women are not part of history. Coulter (1989) noted a similar finding in her work with high school students. Women are either completely absent from historical narratives, or their presence is described in ways that are insignificant to the important events of history. The invisibility and marginalization of women in history is a problem keeping the study of history from realizing its full potential. We study history to understand and inform our present circumstances and to provide insight into actions we might take. Both the current and the proposed social studies curricula for B.C. include history as an integral part of the social studies curriculum for similar reasons. Students need to understand the past in order to participate fully in the present and prepare themselves for their future needs and those of society. But what does history lose if it is constructed around only half of humanity? If women are absent or marginalized throughout history then two problems occur: female students are denied the opportunity to learn about their particularized pasts, that of their foremothers, and the history that is studied by all students is only a partial reconstruction of the past. History centred around men’s lives, activities, and events does not represent a history for all. It is argued that only white, middle class, heterosexual men count in history and that non-white, non-middle- and upper-class men as well as women have been removed from our view of the past. Only by our including women in history (in their historical relationships with and to men and society) will girls and boys in secondary social studies be able to understand their pasts and will the past hold significance for the present, a present that includes females. In a recent attempt to revise the social studies curriculum in B.C., Moira Eckdahl, a secondary social studies teacher in Vancouver, noted that “despite advice from several sources to consult with women scholars on the language of outcomes which would explicitly write in women’s history, no such consultation ever happened.” Nor were proposed changes to the course of studies that would be inclusive of women accepted. Topics more inclusive of women’s experiences and open to feminist history, such as a “conflict/resolution,” were rejected in favour of the more traditional subject headings, such as “war.” Even when acknowledgment is given that women helped shape the world in the past, acknowledgment is cursory. A major encyclopedia updated its entries to include the name of Emily Greene Balch, but the entry was but a few lines. Evidently the encyclopedia did not value the peace work done by Balch, even though she and several other women suggested a permanent arbitration body before the League of Nations was established and Balch herself received the Nobel Peace Prize in 1946. A quick check of the indexes of three texts appropriate for the History 12 curriculum in B.C.—Haberman, 1997; DeMarco, 1987; and Howarth, 1989—finds no reference for Emily Balch, even though all three texts deal specifically and supposedly in depth with the topic of the search for peace. Would history be different if women were a more decisive and dominant factor in its construction and interpretation? How would history and the work of historians change if historical reconstruction focussed as much on the traces and accounts left by women as on those left by men? History would tell a complete story of the past. Instead of revealing only part of the picture (for example, that only men were interested in responsible government) history that included women would let students understand that men and women worked in conjunction with and in relation to one another. Including women’s experiences in history curricula extends and changes our understanding of the past, providing a new and different interpretation of the past and a starting place for re-visioning history. Women were active participants in the past, witness the recent front-page article in the Vancouver Sun, January 5, 1998, detailing the recent spate of histories about women warriors. All history needs to reflect women’s participation in its pages so that students may understand the richness of our collective past. Jane Turner teaches at Burnaby North Secondary School, Burnaby. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13654,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 1997 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 10, Number 1, September 1997 Bargaining A safeguard for educational and professional issues by Carol Price In February 1997, the Bargaining Conference adopted the objectives for this second round of negotiations. The objectives include items that significantly affect our professional lives. After the conference, the draft language was developed and reviewed by the bargaining team and BCTF staff. The resulting draft was responded to by locals and PSAs. The bargaining team considered each response, analyzed the suggestions, and adjusted the draft language as needed. That final revision went to the BCTF Executive Committee for discussion and ratification. The last two weeks in June were spent incorporating Executive Committee recommendations and fine-tuning the language. As the 1997–98 school start-up is well under way, bargaining preparation is complete and the BCTF is ready to exchange packages with BCPSEA. Within our package are articles to control the demands that are intensifying the work teachers do and increasing the complexity of their work lives. The February Bargaining Conference recognized a need to address the many problems associated with integrating students with special needs into classrooms. In response to classroom teachers’ concerns, we are seeking improvements to and refinements of existing composition language to address student differences and provide support for the inclusion of students with special needs into classrooms. Such articles include clearly defined school-based-team responsibilities, expedited identification processes, preconditions for inclusion, assessment procedures, and an appeal procedure. Staffing formula, caseload numbers, workload issues, and staffing plans are integral parts of the contract language being tabled. These numbers and procedures provide guarantees for teachers and the services they provide. Teachers are seeking rights and processes to deal with the increasing demands for educational and organizational change. The language establishes teacher control of education change, including provisions for a joint committee to administer all funds allocated to districts for the implementation of new curriculum. Clear language sets out a process for teacher involvement and agreement on changes that affect our classrooms. In response to teacher concerns regarding challenge-and-equivalency expectations, the bargaining proposals require the employer to provide additional resources to deal with the mandated course challenge program. The school-accreditation article proposes support, resources, and release time to assist colleagues in dealing with mandated accreditation. In this second round of provincial bargaining, we will be adding to the provincial collective agreement. We intend to improve our professional working lives and to improve the learning conditions of students. Carol Price is a member of the BCTF’s bargaining team. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2011/04/breaking-news-bc-supreme-court-finds.html?showComment0751302723769774,Staffroom Confidential: Breaking News: BC Supreme Court finds law restricting teacher bargaining unconstitutional Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Wednesday, April 13, 2011 Breaking News: BC Supreme Court finds law restricting teacher bargaining unconstitutional Just out ... The BC Supreme Court has released its decision regarding Bills 27 and 28 which limited the rights of teachers to negotiate class size, class composition and school calendar. Paragraph 381 reads: "I conclude: a) In enacting ss. 8, 9 and 15 of PEFCA, and s. 5 of the Amendment Act, the government infringed teachers' freedom of association guaranteed by s. 2(d) of the Charter. b) This infringement was not a reasonable limit demonstrably justified in a free and democratic society under s. 1 of the Charter." These sections prohibit teachers from negotiating class size and class composition limits, as well as extended day and year-round schooling. The Court provided a one year period for the government to "address the repercussions of this decision". The Court commented on the effects of the legislation for teachers: "The legislation undoubtedly was seen by teachers as evidence that the government did not respect them or consider them to be valued contributors to the education system, having excluded them from any freedom to associate to influence their working conditions. this was a seriously deleterious effect of the legislation, one adversely disproportionate to any salutary effects revealed by the evidence." You can access the full decision here: http://www.harrisco.com/_pdfs/GriffinBCTFvBC.pdf Excellent reminder of Christy Clark's role is on Vaugh Palmer's blog here: http://communities.canada.com/vancouversun/blogs/viewfromtheledge/default.aspx More analysis coming soon... Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 11:34 AM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 8 comments: Christina SchutApril 13, 2011 at 11:54 AM Thanks Tara for getting this stuff out there so quickly.ReplyDelete AnonymousApril 13, 2011 at 12:42 PM Well done Tara. It is already being tweeted by Keith Baldrey and others. Goes to show the power of communication and social networking. Bravo!ReplyDelete Joanna LarsonApril 13, 2011 at 1:04 PM Thanks for the perfect link to send out to members today!ReplyDelete AnonymousApril 13, 2011 at 1:10 PM Yeah! A huge victory. Great work Tara, thanks for this. It will go out to Haida Gwaii right now. Evelyn von Almassy President Haida Gwaii Teachers' AssociationReplyDelete Brian KennellyApril 13, 2011 at 2:16 PM Wow! At last some vindication and some recognition of the arrogance and contempt for teachers those Bills represented. The future looks a little brighter now for our members and our students. Thanks, TaraReplyDelete Langley Teachers' AssociationApril 13, 2011 at 2:21 PM Thank you for posting the information online so quickly. It made our day.ReplyDelete Jessica Van der VeenApril 13, 2011 at 3:33 PM You mess with our Charter of Rights and Freedoms, you are messing with our children's future and their rights. How poetic that Christy Clark should be back in the spotlight to stand accountable for this legislation which was not only unconstitutional, but stood in violation of the International Convention on Human Rights.ReplyDelete Jack MacDermotApril 13, 2011 at 11:05 PM Jack MacDermot said... Thanks for the links, Tara. Haven't read the whole decision yet, but it's clearly a huge win. The Vaughn Palmer link was a vivid reminder of our new Premier is really all about. Her speech introducing this odious legislation is full of ridiculous Orwellian doublespeak. Apparently it was our negotiated provisions on class size and composition (the evil "mathematical ratios" and "rigid formulas") that were harming children's learning. The legislated approach worked so much better, other than a few thousand classes. I did get a chuckle when she referred to the support for these bills by Reggi Balabanov...ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ▼  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ▼  April (12) Saanich school board votes to restore class sizes ... BCCPAC General Meeting - some interesting motions Saskatchewan teachers vote 95% in favour of job ac... Victoria School Board stalls in negotiations Langara versus the wage freeze Premier Clark says she will respect court decision... Whose fault was it? Some quotes from the court on ... Breaking News: BC Supreme Court finds law restrict... Saskatchewan teachers take strike vote BCSTA and "Waiting for Superman" Me too clauses no barrier - Public employees deser... Trustee Advocacy - Is it happening? ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=17080,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2008 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 3, November 2008  BCTF stands with STANDS for Housing By Linda Shuto Teachers across the province joined with community groups, faith groups, and other unions for one hour on Saturday, October 18, to protest homelessness and the lack of affordable housing. In 18 communities, Stands for Housing located at city halls with turquoise scarves and “Homes for All” banners. Participants distributed leaflets that call for action at all levels of government to solve the housing crisis. The focus for municipal elections was for stronger municipal legislation to protect rental housing and mobile home pads. Two province-wide Stands for Housing in May and June brought wide attention and politicians are starting to notice. The province-wide launch began at the Social Justice Conference sponsored by the BCTF and BC Federation of Labour in April. This coalition of unions brought 30 communities to the May 3 action. In Vancouver, people at housing stands have distributed thousands of leaflets at many busy street corners since last March. The original stand at Little Mountain celebrated its one year anniversary of weekly stands on October 20 and their persistence is finally paying off. An Ipsos Reid poll, conducted in the summer, revealed the top priority of Vancouver residents are the intertwined issues of homelessness, poverty, and the lack of affordable housing. Both Vancouver candidates for mayor stated their number one priority is homelessness. Four hundred people “surrounded” Vancouver city hall on October 18, representing a wide diversity of people from community and faith groups as well as unions. This coalition building must continue and grow. As all good social justice activists know, awareness is the first step. Now we need analysis and action. So what is next? Analysis: we must be clear that the private housing market is not able to deliver affordable housing nor is it able to provide necessary supports for vulnerable people. Governments must take responsibility for solving the problem and not rely solely on the private sector or on the sale of public land to build affordable homes and end homelessness. Action: the provincial election is less than seven months away. If government action is required, then elections are the time to focus the voice of citizens. The Vancouver Citywide Housing Coalition will organize a March for Housing in April 2009. Wouldn’t it be great if citizens marched in every community across the province on the same day with unified demands? Wouldn’t it be great if coalitions formed across the province, sharing their desire for social justice across many issues? Wouldn’t it be great if this motivated citizens to vote and demand a government that will address social justice issues? If you co-ordinate a Stand for Housing in your community, keep in touch— CALMhousing@hotmail.com. Housing affects everyone. We know there are homeless children. Many students live under the threat of losing their homes or their parents make impossible choices between paying the rent or buying food. October 18, 2008, marked the end of the 8th annual Homeless Action Week in BC. Let’s ensure there is no need for such a week in the near future. – Linda Shuto is a retired Burnaby teacher and a member of the Vancouver Citywide Housing Coalition. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/OpportunitiesForMembers.aspx?id=27971,BCTF > Maxwell A. Cameron Memorial Award  	Opportunities for BCTF Members  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers Aboriginal Education  Bargaining & Collective Agreements  Français  Health & Safety  New Teachers  Opportunities for Members  Pensions Professional Development  Professional Rights & Responsibility  Provincial Specialist Associations  Salary & Benefits  Teachers Teaching On Call  Teaching Resources  For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Opportunities for Members > Teacher Awards, Grants, Scholarships Maxwell A. Cameron Memorial Award   The Maxwell A. Cameron Award is given annually by the British Columbia Teachers’ Federation to students completing the final year of the Bachelor of Education degree in elementary and secondary school teaching, in each of the seven approved teacher education programs—the University of British Columbia, the University of Victoria, Simon Fraser University, Vancouver Island University, University of Northern British Columbia, University of British Columbia Okanagan, and Thompson Rivers University. The recipients of the award are those students who are considered by the dean of the Faculty of Education, and director of the division concerned (elementary or secondary) to be the outstanding student in the graduating class who has: initiated, worked, or participated in a project that created positive change globally or in their local community, and or been actively involved in issues related to poverty, LGBTQ rights, women’s rights, antiracism, peace, global, or environmental issues. The award is named after Maxwell Cameron who headed the Department of Education at UBC in the mid-1940s. Prior to that, he was on staff as an associate professor and director of UBC’s summer school.   Dr. Cameron gained prominence when, in 1945, he undertook a major study and report on educational cost for the provincial government. Appointed as a one-man commissioner, Dr. Cameron held open hearings in major centres across the province. His report called for: the establishment of a uniform basis for taxation and setting up a commission to equalize assessment; an increase in the share of the cost of education provided by the province from 32% to 55%; a reduction in the number of school boards from 600 to fewer than 100; and an increase in teaching staffs a commensurate decrease in class sizes. The BC Teachers’ Federation, along with many other educational groups endorsed the Cameron Report, and many of its recommendations were implemented by the government of Premier Hart.  Lists of the recipients of the Maxwell A. Cameron Memorial Award in recent years may be viewed below.   2011–12  2010–11  2009–10  2008–09    About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=16818,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2008 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 2, October 2008  New BCTF lesson aids 1 LA2018—The Begbie Canadian History Contest: Years Eleven to Fifteen sponsored by the Begbie Contest Society, 188 p. ©2008. This publication and LA 2017—“The Begbie Canadian History Contest: The First ten Years” attempts to enliven history, engage students in the historical method and give students an oppor­tunity to practice critical thinking skills. The contest contains a large number of carefully selected primary sources that enable students to prac­tise the skills historians (and citizens) need when processing information. Includes a detailed index to both volumes and strategies for using materials are grouped according to the different stages of the historical method. Grades 10 and 12. $35 2 LA 3048—Calculus Manual 1: Function Definitions for Students by E.E. Engstrom, 87 p. ©Rev. 2008. The award-nominated calculus manual, which includes a CD Rom format, is reference material for single variable calculus. It is especially useful in the Advanced Placement Program Calculus course. Includes four chapters (with calculator computa­tions). Grades 11–12. $19.95 3 LA8013—Language Arts Activities for Grades 2 and 3 by Dianne Varty, 41 p. ©2008. Includes activities on creating a puppet play, teeny tiny book, extra large book, fall, winter, spring and summer story starters, paragraph outlines, story sequence and outline, book shapes and review, and poetry review. $5.75. 4 LA 8018—Phonograms for Grades 1 and 2 by Dianne Varty, 62 p. ©2008. Blackline masters for paper or manila tag practice wheels for learning short vowel word families. $6.75 5 LA 8561—Science Matters: Activities for Grades 2 and 3 by Dianne Varty, 55 p. ©2008. This resource guide Includes activities on solids, liquids, gasses and changes in matter, and student experiment templates, plant report template and notes, sea creatures report template and notes, science report and animals template and notes, and solar system report template and notes. $6.50 6 LA 9188A—Lucy Maud Montgomery Novel Studies for Intermediate Students by Tina Drewes Barnetson, 115 p. ©2008. This teacher’s resource includes novel studies on the following series: Green Gables, Emily, Silver Bush, Story Girl and includes nine other books and bonus material of novel study ques­tions for Budge Wilson’s “Before Green Gables,” a prequel to the Green Gables series. Three questions are included in each chapter of the novel studies: (1) Looking for detail, e.g., what colour was the man’s shirt? (2) General comprehension, e.g., What kind of problem did the main character face in this chapter? (3) Critical thinking, e.g., How do you think the main character can solve her problem? Grades 4 to 7. $8.95 LA 9188B—Lucy Maud Montgomery Novel Studies for Intermediate Students by Tina Drewes Barnetson, CD Rom format of LA 9188A. $6.95 7 EE208—A Nature Guide to Boundary Bay by Anne Murray and David Blevins, 214 p. 2006. Includes over 170 colour photo­graphs illustrating the plants, animals and landscapes found in Boundary Bay, a premier birding area and wildlife destination in the heart of the Fraser River estuary. This book covers all of Boundary Bay and its watershed, including Burns Bog, North Delta, Tsawwas­sen, Ladner, Surrey, White Rock, Langley, and Richmond in BC and Blaine, Point Roberts, and the Drayton Harbour watershed in Washington State. Learn about nature in Boundary Bay, including where and when to go and what to see. Find out about bird migration on the Pacific flyway, life in the intertidal zone, nocturnal creatures, local nature destinations and much more. $25.95 8 EE209—Teaching Green: The Elementary Years—Hands-on Learning in Grades K–5 by Tim Grant and Gail Littlejohn (editors), 256 p. ©2005.This book contains over 50 of the best teaching strate­gies and activities contributed to Green Teacher (the non-profit magazine) during the past decade. Almost all were updated and re­vised for this special 2005 anthology covering a wide spectrum of environmental topics and present­ing a large diversity of practical projects and learning strategies. While the book focuses on helping kids develop a strong connection with the natural world, there are many articles that focus on the social and global aspects of our environment. Milton McLaren, Professor Emeritus of Simon Fraser University writes, The Elemen­tary Years…is a wonderful resource for teachers concerned with educating students about the place of humans in nature and our responsibilities to the planet and to each other. $25.95 9 EE210—Teaching Green: The Middle Years—Hands-on Learning in Grades 6–8 by Tim Grant and Gail Littlejohn (editors), 256 p. ©2004. This book serves as a com­plete “green” teaching resource for those working with middle school-aged youth. Readers will find a wealth of kid-tested ideas contri­buted by educators from across North America and covering a wide spectrum of environmental topics, from biodiver­sity to resource consumption to green technology. The activities include practical projects, new learning and teaching strategies that engage adolescents in learning the fundamen­tals of citizenship for the 21st century. Other articles and activities provide opportunities for young people to develop and reflect on their values. $25.95 10 LA 2015—Globalizing Connections: Canada and the Developing World, Roland Case, Editor, 139 p. ©2008. This Critical Challenges resource book provides a framework for analyzing the historical roots, contemporary challenges and Canadian responses to globalization in eight areas of human interaction. Includes de­tailed teaching activities to intro­duce middle and senior school students to the idea of globalization and to help them analyze the global dynamics of various economic, politi­cal, environmental and social pheno­mena. Includes teacher instructions, student activity sheets, assessment rubrics, and detailed briefing sheets on the historical and contemporary development of five phenomena: catastrophic diseases, water use, food supply, human migration, and communication. Grades 7–12. $36.95 More curriculum resources and information are available at www.bcalmer.ca. To order the above lesson aids, enclose a cheque payable to the BCTF or authorized PO to BCTF Lesson Aids Service, 100-550 West 6th Avenue, Vancouver, BC V5Z 4P2 or call 604-871-2180, toll free 1-800-663-9163, ext. 2180, with a Visa or Master­card. GST, postage/ hand­ling are included in prices. Orders sent by return mail. Lesson Aids office and display room hours: 9–5 p.m. Mon. to Fri. from Sept. to June; 9–5. Tues. to Fri. during July and Aug.; 9–12 on Sat. during Sept., Oct., Jan., and Feb. bctf.ca/LessonAids. Lesson aid contest Enter to win a $50 Lesson Aids gift certificate by joining the new public e-mail list—Lesson Aids Service Alert at bctf.ca/cgi-bin/mailinglistssub.pl, on the BCTF website. This list will get you connected to all the latest buzz about new lesson aids, services offered, contests, and lesson aids specials. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=32079&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > March 2014 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 26, Number 5, March 2014   Outrunning Christy Clark  By Kathleen Thomson   When teachers witnessed the Liberals’ landslide election victory in 2001, Christy Clark was my MLA. In the relatively small and sleepy town of Port Moody, I could not escape her. There she was shopping in our neighbourhood IGA. There she was as the newly minted Minister of Education hosting a townhall meeting to outline her prophetic plans for the future of education in BC. There she was sitting opposite me as I, in my role as president of the Coquitlam Teachers’ Association, advocated for improved conditions for teachers. And there she was in her yellow slicker, joining my running club. My only consolation in those days was the fact that I could outrun her. She may have had all the legislative power, but I had the speed. However, I and my fellow teachers could do nothing to outrun the Liberal plans to gut our collective agreement and begin what would amount to 12 years of oversized classrooms, diminished resources, and inadequate funding. So, on the fateful day of January 28, 2002, I found myself with my fellow BCTF Executive Committee members in the Visitors’ Gallery at the Legislature in Victoria, where we had gloomily assembled to witness the passing of Clark’s Public Education Flexibility and Choice Act, better known as Bills 27 and 28. From her legislative seat beside then Advanced Education Minister Shirley Bond, Minister Clark beamed up at the assembled BCTF visitors and, recognizing her Port Moody nemesis, gave a jaunty wave. The proceedings began. Clark rose from her seat and spoke, reiterating the now familiar Liberal refrain that teachers’ bargaining rights needed to be curbed in order to create a more flexible system and to put students first. In cavalier fashion, Liberal MLAs came and went as the various readings of the bills took place. After all, there was no need to remain in the House with only two elected Opposition members trying to stem the attack on our rights. As the bills were given third and final reading, I gripped the hands of my BCTF Executive colleague, Barb Parrot from Vancouver. We wept as, with one casual stroke of the legislative pen, all our class-size and composition protections and specialist teacher ratios evaporated. On the other side of the Visitors’ Gallery to our left, some assembled superintendents and senior managers from Vancouver and elsewhere rose from their seats, smiling and shaking each others’ hands in a congratulatory gesture, no doubt savouring their sudden freedom to run schools without the interference of the most important provisions in the teachers’ contract. Eleven years and 364 days after that black day in January 2002, Justice Griffin ruled that what had happened in the House that day, and subsequently through the years, was unconstitutional and a violation of teachers’ Charter rights. All that we as teachers lost on January 28, 2002 was reinstated on January 27, 2014. Savouring that long-awaited justice is sweet. No doubt the fight to protect public education is far from over, but Christy Clark, who ran ahead of justice for 12 years, has at last lost this race. Kathleen Thomson, BCTF Field Services Division   )
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13840,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 1998 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 10, Number 7, May/June 1998 Don't ask me, “How long until you retire” by Norm Gleadow It is time for the BCTF to offer non-retirement seminars. Recently my wife came home and announced that she is not going to retire from teaching until she is 75 years old. She was irritated by the staffroom question: “How much longer until you retire?” When she made it widely known that she is going to wait until 75, staffroom interest waned. Her pronouncement struck a responsive chord in me. There seems to be an age where people begin to look at you in a calculating sort of wayŠ How much longer is he/she going to last? The retirement question is a manifestation of that look. All of my professional life, except for a few years lost in the wilderness of administration, I have been a teacher. I like teaching. It is part of me. So I am now going to join my wife and retire at age 75. Wow! Does that decision ever simplify my life! I can laugh light heartedly at the doom-and-gloomers predicting the demise of the CPP. I’ll never have to collect. The furrows in my brow caused by trying to figure out how to accumulate an extra $600,000 in my RRSP over the next five years by saving $3,500 per year in order to provide an extravagant income for life have disappeared. I don’t have to worry about how much money I’ll be able to make manufacturing antique doorstops and boot removers to supplement my pension. I won’t have to golf more than four or five times a year, or spend more than a week on a tropical beach. I’ll never need to join the polyester set in Arizona, and never need to feel guilty about not joining a church committee. I have a wonderful job! I teach subject material I enjoy to kids I like. I can teach full time or take some blocks off. If I become ill, I am protected. If I want to plan on a one-year mini-retirement, I can enroll in a deferred salary-leave plan. I work in a warm, well-equipped, and convenient workplace with really nice people. Why would I want to retire? Am I complacent, bubbling along on a pink froth of misplaced optimism? Nope. None of us can afford to be complacent. I am very much aware of the debt I owe to the many people on past and present bargaining teams who have contributed so much to making my job so rewarding. I am also aware of the strains of, and belligerent attacks on, our jobs and our contributions. As well, I have those days when I want to stay under the covers rather than go to school and when the dog knows enough to stay under the deck when I come home. I’d rather teach than do anything else. So BCTF, offer a non-retirement seminar to help me stay happily in the classroom. And, colleagues, please don’t ask me when I will retire, how old I am, or the size of my RRSP. Norm Gleadow teaches at Chatelech Secondary School, Sechelt. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13832,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > April 1998 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 10, Number 6, April 1998 Top 10 lesson aids 1 A Potpourri of PE Games—Volume 1. Compiled by Coquitlam SD Physical Education. 52 p. 1990. Each of the 44 lessons includes introduction, skill development, and game development. Progressions include individual and partner. Primary. LA 8309—$5 2 A Potpourri of PE Games—Volume 2. Compiled by Coquitlam SD Physical Education. 40 p. 1990. A follow-up to LA 8309. Includes 35 lessons. Many of them are in an inventive games format and others are more direct teaching. Progressions includes individual, partners, and small group. Primary. LA 8310—$4.75 3 Salmonids in the Classroom—Egg-to-Fry Display. Produced by the Dept. of Fisheries and Oceans Canada; wooden display rack (15 cm x 10 cm x 3 cm). Rack holds four glass vials that contain salmon at an early developmental stage: eggs, eyed eggs, alevins, and fry. Recommended by the B.C. Ministry of Education. All levels. LA S50—$22 4 Forces, Motion, and Simple Machines: A Unit for Grade 5–7. Holly MacLean. 22 p. ©1988. This activity-based unit includes 12 lesson plans. Focus is on the interaction between forces, motion, and simple machines. Many science process skills and a variety of teaching strategies are contained in the lessons. Grades 5–7. LA 9517—$8.25 5 Student Portfolios. Produced by the National Education Assn. of the U.S. 96 p. ©1993. This book outlines how eight innovative teachers use portfolios to enhance and assess learning in elementary and secondary classrooms. LA PD166—$15.95 6 Multiculturalism and Inuit Art. Bill Zuk and Bob Dalton. 43 p. ©1995. Multicultural art education program focuses on indigenous people of Arctic Canada. Two modules feature women fabric artists from Baffin Island and one from Baker Lake in the Keewatin region—Irene Avaalaquiak, Annie Kilabuk, and Kawtysee Kakee. A comparative method is used to examine similarities and differences in paired reproductions of artwork. Designed for Grades 4–7, the unit can be easily adjusted to both secondary and primary. LA 9610—$7.50 7 An Adaptive Spelling Program for the Inclusive Classroom. Anne Marie Steele. 17 p. 1997. Provides masters and ideas to design a teaching package. Developed to assist students in learning to spell the core words they most need, and acquire basic spelling rules, yet provide for varied methods and amounts of practice depending on individual use. Sample unit and worksheet template included. Grades 1–7. LA 9911—$3.75 8 Learning Together in Multilevel Classrooms. Prepared by the Sask. PD Unit and the Sask. Instructional Development and Research Unit. 52 p. ©1997. Research-based and intended to support teachers in a multilevel classroom. LA PD135—$23 9 Music of Cuba: From Son to Salsa. Valerie Dare and Salvador Ferreras. 30 p. ©1997. Integrated learning package, one of a series under development exploring the Cuban culture through its music. Suggested activity sheets related to geography, socio-political focus, song writing, dance, musical instruments, musicians, religion, and folk tales. Student activity sheets, reference source, glossary of terms, instrument building, and a performance/workshop are also included. Grades 6–10. LA 2560—$4.50 10 The Lives of Medieval Women: A co-operatively planned humanities unit on Medieval women. Judith Coffin, Marlowe Irvine, Ramona Sousa. 73 p. 1994. This unit attempts to present a glimpse of the lives of peasant, middle class, and aristocratic Medieval women. Ten activites, handouts, and summary of resources required, length of time for each activity, teacher prep, class procedure, and suggestions for evaluation. Grade 8. LA 9248—$8.25 For a complete listing of over 900 BCTF Lesson Aids, consult the catalogue in your school library or the Lesson Aids online catalogue, www.bctf.ca/LessonAids To order any of the above lesson aids, enclose a cheque payable to the BCTF or authorized purchase order to BCTF Lesson Aids Service, 100-550 West 6th Avenue, Vancouver, BC V5Z 4P2. GST and postage/handling are included in the prices. Orders are sent by return mail. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media last tweet "" @ - 12:00am Follow @ last post "" facebook/ - Jan 1st Like Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7150,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 2, October 2005 Shirley Bond playing with political dynamite by Susan Fonseca After an LRB arbitrator ruled that teachers have a constitutional right to criticize educational policies during parent-teacher interviews and on school bulletin boards, BCPSEA appealed the ruling to the B.C. Court of Appeal. The court subsequently upheld the arbitrator’s favourable ruling. According to Vancouver Sun reporter, Janet Steffenhagen, B.C.’s new minister of education, Shirley Bond, said she, "won’t allow that to stand" (September 6, 2005). If the B.C. Public School Employers’ Association does not appeal to the Supreme Court of Canada, she said she "will introduce legislation to keep partisan politics out of schools." History shows, however, that governments rarely enact such threats of constitutional sabotage. Under Canada’s constitution, the only way that the minister could override teachers’ constitutional rights, is to invoke the controversial "notwithstanding clause" of the Charter of Rights and Freedoms. Before she proceeds down that politically mined path, Bond should call Ralph Klein and Stephen Harper. Both have learned the hard way that threatening to override Canadians’ fundamental freedoms and constitutional rights is political dynamite. The "notwithstanding" or "override" clause of the charter has been invoked rarely in Canada since it was introduced as part of the Charter of Rights and Freedoms in 1982. The first time the clause became controversial on the national stage was in 1988 when the Parti Quebecois government introduced the Charter of the French Language, also known as Bill 101, which overrode the freedom of the minority English speakers of the province to read public signs in English. This use of the override clause to enforce a key political objective of the Quebec nationalists was eventually revoked by the Bourassa Liberal government in 1993. The second time the clause was used was in Saskatchewan when the Conservatives under Premier Grant Devine introduced the Saskatchewan Government Employee’s Union Dispute Settlement Act to establish firefighters as essential services. This was later seen as "unnecessary" by the courts as a routine application of the charter’s Section 1 limitations clause would have served the purpose of showing that the designation was "demonstrably justified in a free and democratic society." Since then, Alberta’s Ralph Klein has threatened to use the clause several times, but has never ultimately invoked it in legislation. In March 1998, the Alberta government of Ralph Klein introduced Bill 26, the proposed Institutional Confinement and Sterilization Act, which would limit compensation to victims of forced sterilization to $150,000 per claim and protect the government from legal challenges under the charter by invoking the notwithstanding clause. The announced legislation was met with an overwhelming outburst of protest from the media, civil-rights groups, and the general public. Within 24 hours, Bill 26 was dead. The next case involved gay minority rights. Delwin Vriend was fired from his teaching job at an Edmonton Christian college in 1991 after his employer learned he was in a same-sex relationship. He tried to take the issue to the Alberta Human Rights and Citizenship Commission, but was told they couldn’t take the case because discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation wasn’t included in the province’s Human Rights, Citizenship, and Multiculturalism Act. The court ruled in the Vriend case that the Klein government could no longer prevent discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation from being included in the province’s human-rights legislation. The Supreme Court of Canada unanimously supported his claim that Alberta’s Individual’s Rights Protection Act violated the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms by failing to protect against discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation. The Supreme Court’s decision had sweeping implications. From then on, the court directed, Alberta’s human rights laws would be interpreted as protecting gays and lesbians, even if the province did not amend them. After the Supreme Court of Canada judgment, Premier Klein threatened to use the "notwithstanding" clause to block the ruling from taking effect. However, at the last minute, the province backed down. In the last federal election, Conservative candidate Randy White was exposed on video referring to the Supreme Court of Canada as "a joke" and Conservative leader Stephen Harper spoke cryptically about circumventing the Supreme Court of Canada’s ruling on same-sex marriage. Liberal support surged in the final days of the federal election with Paul Martin campaigning passionately as the protector of Canadians’ charter rights and freedoms. Minister Bond would be wise to reflect on the history of using the "notwithstanding clause" before lighting such political dynamite. No Liberal government has ever used the notwithstanding clause. If she attacks teachers’ fundamental freedom of expression, what would stop the government from attacking doctors’ and nurses’ freedom to discuss underfunding of healthcare with patients? Or lawyers from discussing the underfunded legal-aid system with clients? Where would it end? Whose fundamental freedoms of expression would be next on the legislative hit list? The Civil Liberties Associations across the country would be only a few of the organizations requesting intervener status in a potential high-profile constitutional case against the B.C. government. The Court of Appeal stated that, "Through the various materials the BCTF asked its members to distribute, teachers voiced their concerns about government policies on issues of particular importance to them. This is, of course, political expression of the kind deserving of a high level of constitutional protection." Teachers’ objections to being stripped of such fundamental protection through partisan legislation would be amplified amongst the general population. Bond would be playing with proverbial political dynamite. For the full text of the Court of Appeal decision, go to www.courts.gov.bc.ca/jdb-txt/ca/05/03/2005bcca0393.htm Reprinted from The Link, the Langley Teachers’ Association bulletin. Susan Fonseca, a teacher in Langley, is editor of The Link and a member of the Teacher Newsmagazine Advisory Board. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/11/technology-in-school-how-much-is-too.html?showComment0751353632148689,Staffroom Confidential: Technology in school? How much is too much Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, November 20, 2012 Technology in school? How much is too much When a parent visits a daycare, top of their minds is what kind of activities their children will be doing. A typical visit includes a description of the day, from play time, to nap time, to out door time. Most day cares proudly announce that they have no or very little screen time - be it television or computers. But suddenly, the "critical thinkers" in the education policy world think we should be infusing and transforming our schools, including our primary classrooms, with endless numbers of screens and gadgets. Class sets of iPads, BYOD (bring your own device), blended learning...there is a never ending push for more technology in teaching. Just today I had a look at a slideshow from Brian Kuhn, an IT Manager of School District 43. The show is entitled Brittania Elementary Education Technology Ideas (http://www.slideshare.net/bkuhn/britannia-elementary-educational-technology-ideas-nov2012) and displays the so-called wonders of using digital cameras, smart phones, ipads and laptops in elementary school. While no doubt many of the activities presented are fun, engaging, and involve some learning, nowhere was there a critical look at a most basic question: how much technology is appropriate for children? what are the downsides? at what age? and critically, how much is too much? Or, to put it visually, do we want schools with more of this:  (http://www.flickr.com/photos/56155476@N08/6659978347/) or with more of this: (http://www.flickr.com/photos/wwworks/3120816179/sizes/m/in/photostream/) Far away from the education policy makers, other fields of study - notably pediatrics and child psychology - are making some very relevant critiques of the dangers of screen time, particularly for children and teenagers. Dr. Larry Rosen, writing for Psychology Today, describes a recent study of students: "Recently my research team observed nearly 300 middle school, high school and university students studying something important for a mere 15 minutes in their natural environments. We were interested in whether they could maintain focus and, if not, what might be distracting them. Every minute we noted exactly what they were doing, whether they were studying, if they were texting or listening to music or watching television in the background, and if they had a computer screen in front of them and what websites were being visited. The results were startling. First, these students were only able to focus and stay on task for an average of three minutes at a time and nearly all of their distractions came from technology. [By the way, other researchers have found similar attention spans with computer programmers and medical students.] The major culprit: their smartphone and their laptop were providing constant interruptions. We also looked at whether these distractors might predict who was a better student. Not surprisingly those who stayed on task longer and had study strategies were better students. The worst students were those who consumed more media each day and had a preference for working on several tasks at the same time and switching back and forth between them. One additional result stunned us: If they checked Facebook just once during the 15-minute study period they were worse students. It didn’t matter how many times they looked at Facebook; once was enough." (http://www.psychologytoday.com/blog/rewired-the-psychology-technology/201204/attention-alert-study-distraction-reveals-some-surpris) Dr. Marilyn Price-Mitchell, a developmental psychologist, writes on her web site about the effects on children of over stimulation from television: "In 1970, the average age at which children watched television was four years old. Today, the average age is four months. The typical child before the age of five is watching 4 ½ hours of television per day, 40% of their waking hours! Recent studies have linked television to the over-stimulation of an infant’s brain, leading to the development of Attention-Deficit/Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD) in young children." (http://rootsofaction.com/blog/are-we-over-stimulating-young-children-dimitri-christakis/) She is referring to studies by Dr. Dimitri Christakis, MD, on the effect of television viewing on children. Dr. Christakis has produced a TED talk on the topic of media and children, and suggests parents need to ensure their children are on a "media diet". Interestingly, school is one place where children currently escape from their gadgets and screens. But this could be set to change, without much public discussion. This theme is also taken up by Dr. Stuart Shankar, a Canadian researcher involved in the study of self-regulation, who talks about the effects of stress and over stimulation: "What we're seeing is a generation of children whose nervous system is essentially being overstimulated." Reasons included emotional and physiological stressors such as changing marital patterns, parental stress, changes in extended family involvement, increased use of the television, video games and the internet, and exposure to damaging themes via marketing and the media. "We're concerned about the dramatic increase in television viewing, which is a physiological stressor because so much of the brain's energy is used on visual processing," Dr Shanker says. (http://au.news.yahoo.com/thewest/lifestyle/a/-/article/13946118/childrens-stress-levels-soar/) The corporations who stand to make substantial profits from technology in education have spent a decade promoting the "edtech" business. They are single minded - they want as much technology in schools as possible. And they are on the cusp of getting what they want in growing numbers of jurisdictions all over the world. Layers of education policy makers and bureaucrats now mindlessly push technology without any discussion about potential drawbacks or health concerns, but rather just the "more is better" mantra. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 5:57 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 9 comments: Kerry TurnerNovember 22, 2012 at 8:31 AM Dr Larry Rosen also says that, "Social networking can provide tools for teaching in compelling ways that engage young students."ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeNovember 22, 2012 at 4:55 PM True. I don't think Larry Rosen quite gets how much the edtech business is trying to push technology in schools. He's not an educator.Delete Reply AnonymousNovember 22, 2012 at 10:55 AM I understand your concern. That said, when you pose your visual question of whether we want more of this [child on tablet] or this [teacher reading to students], I would answer: I want both at the pedagogically appropriate times. I doesn't need to be one or the other. Furthermore, whether we like it or not, our children and society is changing. I think it's more important for educators to teach children to appropriate use/apply/evaluate/critique technology and media rather than abstain from it.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeNovember 22, 2012 at 11:34 AM You know, I am happy I had my own child 13 years ago, because I look around today and I see little toddlers in restaurants with iphones to keep them busy. I would have done the same thing I bet, but iphones didn't exist then, so we had toys we brought. It is the very engagement of gagdets, and the gamification of educational apps and software, that make them good baby sitters at home and appealing in schools where large classes lead to behaviour issues. Why is it pedagogically appropriate to use iPads in Kindergarden? Why should we begin schooling with the most addictive tools? What does this do to young children who are learning to focus and concentrate? I agree it is not one or the other - I support some technology use in upper grades. But that is not what is going on...right now edu-policy-wonks and edtech businesses would have us believe ALL technology is better.Delete AnonymousNovember 22, 2012 at 5:12 PM "Why is it pedagogically appropriate to us iPads in Kindergarten?" You should ask a K teacher who IS using them. And furthermore, why not? You can ask a Kindergarten student to draw you a picture of a farm and they will give you something that barely resembles anything (which DEFINITELY has it's own merits) or you can give them an iPad and they can construct an environment with drop and drag pictures with environments rich in context. " Why should we begin schooling with the most addictive tools?" "Addictive?" That's a pretty biased way to look at it. Proponents of iPads would use the word "engaging." All in all, the problem I have in with your position is the lack of balance. I concede that there are some issues with technology in the classroom. But they are the same issues that technology is bringing to society as a whole. And to completely ignore the positive that they bring is unjust. Your article simply dissuades those teachers who are on the fence with using technology away from trying to implement them into their teaching. Which in the end does them and their students a disservice.Delete Tara EhrckeNovember 23, 2012 at 8:31 AM If we want to allow young children to explore and learn creatively, there is a good argument that pre-defined drawing and painting programs do just the opposite. Moreover, children are already using these apps and programs at home...why would we replicate that in school? Why not use school for social, natural, interactive play based activities? If our goal is to stuff young children with mass amounts of information, there is evidence that technology such as iPad apps can do that (e.g. increase vocabulary), but it is not clear to me that should be our goal for Kindergarten. Perhaps in limited circumstances with children who have particular deficits coming into school. Addictive - yes. The DSM - V is already considering internet addiction as a diagnosis and there is plenty of evidence from the medical community about addictive behaviours and electronic devices. The programmers who make educational apps know and use addictive techniques on purpose, such as randomly placed rewards that trigger dopamine responses. Read more here: http://topics.nytimes.com/top/features/timestopics/series/your_brain_on_computers/Delete Reply Kevin AmboeNovember 22, 2012 at 11:15 AM Tara, "nowhere was there a critical look at a most basic question: how much technology is appropriate for children? what are the downsides? at what age? and critically, how much is too much?" Do we ask how much pencil time is appropriate? How much worksheet time is too much? The choice of photos was interesting. I want neither situation suggested. A single student reading text is not why I want iPads in classrooms. Children sitting in rows listening to a teacher read a story where they can barely see the photos is also not what I want. This one with an expert showing a student where they can find more information while in the field doing research is a better use that both of the others. http://www.flickr.com/photos/pennstatelive/5815275683/ or even better 3 students having a conversation working on a project together. It is not about the technology. It is about learning. http://www.flickr.com/photos/56155476@N08/6660073135/in/photostream/ I think the issue of primary, intermediate, secondary is a red herring in terms of technology use. We would think it criminal to not teach a student to read until grade 4. Reading is a skill that is integral to learning for their entire life. If we say that primary don't do technology, I would argue that is just as criminal. Students need to be learners and literate citizens for today. iPads are a tool, just like plasticene, just like video cameras, just like paper and pencil that can be used for reading, writing, creating and communicating. No one is used at the exclusion of others. The IRPs were changed years ago now to recognize that reading and writing were to include digital or media. Saying all of that, my personal belief is using the right tool at the right time. If students don't have access to tools, they can't be empowered to make those choices, instead the teacher stays as the one in charge of their learning. We also don't need to accept research of others on related topics and try to draw connections to our work. In Surrey, we are doing more than 70 inquiry based projects investigating teaching and learning with technology. These are teacher directed projects shaped around their inquiry questions. Feedback from K - 12 has been impressive with positive impacts on teachers, students, and student learning. KevinReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeNovember 22, 2012 at 11:27 AM Hi Kevin, Yes - we do ask how many worksheets are appropriate, as we should! And being read to as a group should not disappear...it should simply be done in small enough classes that seeing the book is not an issue. As to early reading, some Montessori advocates think we teach reading much too early, and there is certainly a debate over early learning. Finland begins school at age 7. Here we are trending towards earlier and earlier starting ages. At competitive private schools it is even worse - reading begins at age 3. All of this earlier seems to be driven by some notion that kids need to get further faster. They don't. Childhood should be enjoyed. The question I pose is not whether or not technology can be helpful in teaching (I agree that it can in some circumstances, and that is a pedagogical question), but rather whether those benefits have to be weighed against other considerations, such as health. The evidence from other fields suggest there are considerable health implications including sedentary behaviour and attention disorders. However, even from a learning perspective, there is plenty of evidence that the instant feedback and the hyper engagement of many technologies impacts the degree to which students are able to focus and concentrate. Not all learning is "fun" and not all education should be "edutainment". I am not arguing for zero technology in schools, but right now the ed-tech movement wants us to embrace all the technology without considering either the health or pedagogical questions. That is just wrong.Delete Reply AnonymousNovember 22, 2012 at 12:09 PM I heard about a story, where a school district provided their entire staff with new IPADS because the staff are falling behind the kids in their knowledge of technology. So now we are sending our kids to school to teach the teachers. There needs to be some balance...like previously said, our world is changing so there needs to be some ability to keep up with our technological progress but we need to remember that there was no issues with the way that Learning and Teaching took place to begin with so the old saying "Don't fix whats not broken" applies to this. BALANCE is key...we see it for diets and for excercise and we should be seeing it for learning as well.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ▼  November (6) Technology in school? How much is too much Corporate advertising in public schools Thoughts on parent advocacy and the Moore decision... Technology in a 21st Century Learning Inc world The slow death of special education Attacks on public education are working...where is... ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9078,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept./Oct. 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, No. 1, Sept./Oct. 2003 A student’s response to recent survey To the Honourable Christy Clark, Minister of Education: I am writing concerning the student survey from the Ministry of Education that I was required to fill out at school. I filled out the survey for Grade 12 students, and I found that several of the questions were irrelevant while the rest were misleading. The following outlines my concerns with the survey. First, the scale for answering ranged from "all the time" to "at no time," and did not work with all the questions asked. For example, how can one "[get] better at reading" "many times"? However, aside from the answer scale, I am also concerned with the wording of many of the individual questions. Question one reads, "Do you like school?" It may seem like a simple question, but in reality, contentment, and conversely discontentment, with school comes from many sources. A student may love school simply because it lets him/her interact with his/her friends. A student may hate school because he/she cannot perform due to a miserable home life. Results on this question could be misinterpreted and may seem to represent a discontent with teachers or course material, when in fact, they may simply be statements of personal preferences. The question is too ambiguous to provide accurate statistics. As to questions four and five, question four asks, "Does staff treat all students fairly at school?" Question five asks a similar question, "Do your teachers help you with your schoolwork when you need it?" I believe the results to these questions could also be misleading, reflecting poorly on all teachers, when the problems with these issues, I find, are caused only by a small percentage of teachers. If a student knows of one teacher who acts prejudicial, he/she may fill in the dot saying staff treat all students fairly at school sometimes. This type of response, when taken out of context, appears to criticize all teachers. I am very concerned that the responses to this survey will be misconstrued. The next set of questions could easily be used to show that students are not learning vital skills. Questions six to ten ask whether or not the Grade 12 student is improving at reading, writing, computers, mathematics, and whether he is getting physical activity. In case you were unsure, neither Mathematics 12, PE 12, nor computer courses are required courses. Do not be surprised, therefore, when you receive a great number of responses indicating that students "at no time" are improving in mathematics. It does not necessarily mean we students are being neglected; it simply shows that we do not choose to take the course. The next five questions deal with developing skills and attitudes that I believe are not the primary responsibility of a secondary school to foster in its students. For example, helping others, getting along with others, and respecting people different from yourself are complex behaviours that should already be developed in the late adolescent mind. I believe social training should be more the responsibility of the child’s parents, as well as elementary and junior schools. If a Grade 12 student is still incapable of getting along with others, there is little that can be done in the way of formal education to teach that. I was also concerned with question 18: "Do your teachers care about you? " I find this is misleading in the same way as was the question "Does staff treat all students fairly?" Finally, the question that disturbed me the most was "Can you do just about anything you put your mind to?" If this statement is intended to judge self-esteem of students, it is a poor question. It is possible for people to be self-assured and still realize their limitations. For example, I know that I can never be a professional athlete. I realize my limitations and deal with them. If my answer of "sometimes" on this question does not indicate low self-esteem? I submit there will be many responses to this question that are similar. The types of questions on this survey were meaningless or easily misunderstood. I feel that a survey with these types of questions is a waste of time and money and can serve no real purpose in giving the Ministry of Education accurate views of Grade 12 students. I hope you can understand my concerns. I want to make sure that my answers are not misunderstood. I appreciate your time and consideration of my letter. Sincerely, Jarrah Hodge Source: Reprinted from Update, 45, 2, May 2003, the journal of the B.C. Teachers of English Language Arts. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=20198,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 3, November/December 2009  Records made, records lost: The school history puzzle By Bob King The Cowichan Valley Schools Heritage Society, under the encouragement of the BC Retired Teachers’ Association’s Education Heritage Committee is actively attempting to reassemble the lost record of early Cowichan schools. Data on former schools, their students, and staffs is being actively sought but, unfortunately, much of the record from the first school in 1863 to the Cameron Report of 1945 has not been kept. Over the past 146 years in Cowichan, 76 schools have been taken out of service. This amounts to more than one school lost every two years. For some, archival material is available, for others, very little. A few schools have even disappeared entirely with their records. Over the years, schools have survived at the whim of local economies, population shifts, and transportation changes. The 1863 Cowichan School was raised with hand-hewn timbers crafted by the earliest settlers. This building, which also served as church and meeting place, was obsolete by the time the two colonies of Vancouver Island (1849) and British Columbia (1858) were joined in Confederation (1871). As a result of population growth, the Municipality of North Cowichan was formed in 1873. It was the first rural municipality in BC. As a result of the 1872 Schools Act requiring organized municipalities to administrate schools within their boundaries, North Cowichan also became one of the first five BC school districts. Remote rural schools were administrated from Victoria but most had local school boards. Some information on former schools such as the builders, school plans, and some inspectors’ reports can be found in the BC Archives. Required under the Schools Act of the day, daily, monthly, and annual reports were to be kept by the teacher. Today, the majority of these records can not be found. While the diligent teachers of the past did the recording, those in authority failed to preserve them as historical record. A few schools burned with their records, but in most, the records were left to moulder in damp basements or were discarded to make shelf space. This tragedy affects those attempting to do research today. If it were not for church records, family histories, newspapers, and scarce archival sources, the earliest schools would be impossible to trace. The message in all this is that current staffs should be aware of this past failure and, as a group, take positive steps to ensure that history does not repeat itself. Those of us who have retired are well aware that teaching staffs are totally involved with the here and now of education but there is a fair chance that, without scrutiny, the record made today may, in time, be lost. Safekeeping would benefit those yet to come and also current students. If it were possible to reach further toward a collective historical goal, the creation of a local curriculum covering regional, school district, and individual schools’ history could be of great long-term value. Consider that the forming of a student’s bond with a school could be enhanced by an understanding of its past. Most villages, towns, cities, and rural areas have local historical societies and museums. Those people involved in local history would be delighted to provide resources to get programs started and even act as presenters. Most school districts have teams of retired teachers toiling away at school historical research or putting together collections that could be used. One of the most important means of ensuring the historical records of schools is properly maintained is to involve the board of school trustees along with office and maintenance staff. In Cowichan, for example, the encouragement of retired office and maintenance staff to join our society has been of great benefit. These staff are able to open doors that teaching staff can not. School boards can be especially supportive in the maintenance of the records by providing filing and storage space, even perhaps copying capability. If classrooms are being closed, why not fill them with past history? History is being made in the now but it has to be the responsibility of those making it to ensure it is not just recorded but preserved for the future. Bob King is president of the Cowichan Valley Schools Heritage Society (siambrwen@shaw.ca). Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11222&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2002 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 14, Number 4, Jan./Feb. 2002 Teachers' Pension Plan news Purchase of service simplification The Teachers’ Pension Board of Trustees has approved pension plan rule changes to be effective April 1, 2002. The changes will simplify the following: purchase of a leave of absence (LOA), purchase of less than half-time service for which no contributions were made, and reinstatement of a refund. LOA—general Calculating the cost of purchasing a LOA has been simplified. As of April 1, 2002, the cost of purchasing a LOA will be: your current full-time equivalent monthly salary x the combined employee and employer pension contribution rate x the number of months of LOA being purchased. A change will also be in effect regarding the maximum limit on purchases of LOAs. For leaves ending before December 31, 1991, there will be no limit on the maximum number of months that can be purchased. For leaves ending after January 1, 1992, the maximum purchase will be 50 months of leave. Example: If a teacher with a current full-time-equivalent (FTE) monthly salary of $6,000 ($60,000 annual salary) were to purchase a 10-month LOA for the school year 1982–83 it would cost $6,000 x 17.13% x 10 months. The cost would be $10,278. This is significantly less than the current cost of purchasing older leaves. A teacher retiring on an unreduced pension would recover the cost of purchasing the LOA in eight to ten years after going on pension. Note: All previous LOAs must be purchased within five years of April 1, 2002 (March 1, 2007) or the date of termination of employment, whichever is earlier; in the future the time limit for purchasing LOAs will be five years from completion of the LOA or termination of employment, whichever is earlier. Application forms will be available from the employer, the Pension Corporation, or BCTF Income Security. LOA—maternity/pregnancy and parental The cost of purchasing a maternity/pregnancy or parental LOA completed prior to March 14, 1981, will be the same as that of a general LOA. There will be no maximum on the number of months of leave that can be purchased prior to that date. With respect to maternity/pregnancy LOAs after March 14, 1981, and parental LOAs after March 22, 1991, the cost of purchasing the leave will be calculated as follows: current full time equivalent monthly salary x employee pension contribution rate x the number of months of LOA being purchased. As the employer is then billed for the employer’s regular pension contribution, this type of purchase is always cost effective. If a member is purchasing maternity/pregnancy or pregnancy leaves completed after December 31, 1991, the maximum that one can purchase is three years of leave. Example: If a teacher with a current FTE monthly salary of $5,800 ($58,000 annual salary) were to purchase an eighteen-week (4.5 month) maternity/parental LOA taken in 1985, the calculation of the cost would be: $5,800 x 7% x 4.5 months. The cost would be $1,827. The employer will then be billed for $2,644. The maternity/pregnancy and parental LOA purchased at the employee pension contribution rate will be subject to limits established by the Employment Standards Act. Note: All previous LOAs must be purchased within five years of April 1, 2002 (March 1, 2007) or the date of termination of employment, whichever is earlier; in the future the time limit for purchasing LOAs will be five years from completion of the LOA or termination of employment, whichever is earlier. Reinstatement of a refund As of April 1, 2002, the rules will allow for the first refund to be reinstated at a lower interest rate. The previous rules limiting the break in service to three years and requiring a return to work of two years have been rescinded; more members will therefore be eligible to reinstate at the lower interest rate. The cost of reinstatement will be calculated as the actual amount taken as a refund plus interest at "6% or the refund rate." Reinstatements of refunds eligible for these interest rates are nearly always cost effective. The second and subsequent reinstatements will be calculated at a higher rate of interest; that is, at the fund-earned rate of interest. All reinstatements must be applied for by April 1, 2007 or at termination of employment, whichever is earlier. General information Currently, the Pension Corporation has a backlog of requests for purchasing LOAs. With respect to applications to purchase LOAs completed in 2001, an application received by the Pension Corporation before February 28, 2002, will be processed by April 1, 2002, and will be calculated using the current costing method: double the member’s pension contribution based on the FTE monthly salary prior to the leave plus interest. For LOAs that were completed prior to 2001 and in the case of the application’s being part of the current backlog, the cost will be calculated by the method set out in LOA—general, above. In these cases the salary will be capped as of the date of the application. An application received by the Pension Corporation in 1999, for example, will be calculated using the 1999 FTE salary. Under the new calculation method, interest is not added to the cost. More information The foregoing is a summary of the new pension plan rules. In the case of a conflict of interpretation between this summary and the pension plan rules, the rules will prevail. Further information and application forms will be available in the new year from the Pension Corporation, P.O. Box 9465, Stn. Prov. Govt., Victoria, BC, V8W 9V8, toll free 1-800-665-6670 or 604-660-4088, from your employer, or from BCTF Income Security, toll free 1-800-663-9163, 604-871-1921.)
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(20141007,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/issues/research.aspx?id=5848,BCTF > Coquitlam Parents of Students with Special Needs, Focus Group Report  	Untitled Page  For Teachers For Parents For Media Home E-mail Lists Links A to Z Index Contact Us Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources Home > Issues in Education > Inclusive Education > Research Project Coquitlam Parents of Students with Special Needs, Focus Group Report Ten parents of students with special needs attending schools in the Coquitlam School District, all women, attended the Focus Group meeting at the Family Resource Centre in Coronation Park Community School in December 2002. Three questions were posed: Please tell us about your child/children, their exceptionality, the school they attend and whether they are in modified programs or have adaptations within the regular curriculum. Tell us about how you viewed the services provided to your child/children before the current school year, and how they changed over time. In terms of this school year, how do you view the services provided to your child/children, your communication with school staff, and how have they changed? Responses to each question are shown below. Please tell us about your child/children, their exceptionality, the school they attend and whether they are in modified programs or have adaptations within the regular curriculum. Most of the children described by the parents attended elementary or middle schools, with a few attending secondary schools. Some parents had several children with exceptionalities, all attending schools in S.D. # 43, Coquitlam. Parents described their children’s experiences throughout the school system, mentioning twelve of the district’s schools during their reflections. Most of the children described by the parents had several areas of exceptionality. These included Gifted, Tourette’s Syndrome, obsessive-compulsive disorders, written-output disorders, cerebral palsy, and a range of ADHD, autism, mild, moderate and severe intellectual (or developmental) disabilities, and learning disabilities. Some parents stated that their child or children had IEPs, others said that theirs did not. Some adaptations were described, including scribing and additional time allotments for assignments and tests. Some of their children were also enrolled in modified programs. Tell us about how you viewed the services provided to your child/children before the current school year, and how they changed over time. Initially the parents had faith that the school system would provide appropriate education for their children but became disillusioned with the system over time. Most of the parents spoke of their optimism when their child or children started school, and said that many teachers and Administrative Officers were welcoming, reassuring, and positive. However, for each parent at the Focus Group, doubts began to emerge that their child was receiving an appropriate educational program. In most cases, they felt that their initial queries were deflected by school personnel, with AOs often saying “We’ll deal with it.” This appeared to have a double meaning, one that the school would address the issue of concern, and another that it was really the school’s business, and that the parents should let the school get on with the work of educating their child without interfering in the process. One parent said, “I believed the school’s experts — what did I know? But over time I became more worried and concerned.” Parents recognized that a number of educators provided successful and appropriate learning experiences, as well as a welcoming environment, for their child. Successful approaches were reported by several of the parents. One said that a teacher “did great stuff,” recognized their child’s disability, and developed appropriate strategies to include the child in the class. At one point, for one child, “things were beautiful” in school. Sometimes things took longer to be ready for the child with special needs, but once they were, then the parent saw positive engagement and progress. One parent spoke of a “really nice” relationship with a teacher, while another described an “awesome” counsellor. Others said that their child “got wonderful support in school,” or that their child had “the best teacher. We loved her.” Even some teachers with very little experience made an impact on the parents: “One teacher had no experience but she welcomed my child, which is important.” The parents were very happy when they felt that their child was welcomed in schools and engaged in learning at levels appropriate for the child, and recognized the efforts of various educators to meet their child’s needs. All the parents stated that their children’s positive educational experiences in schools were limited or isolated. Parents described many situations where they felt that their children’s experiences of schools were negative, and where a child was not learning when the parents felt that the child could learn. The negative experiences were more numerous and more pervasive than the positive experiences. For some, the first intimation that something was wrong came when they discovered that their child was not doing the same work as others in the class, or not doing any work at all. One parent reported that her child daydreamed for a substantial part of the day, while another said that her child slept for long periods. Another parent reported that her child wrote one word during a school day, and she believed that this was the only engagement in learning for the child on that particular day. A parent described one instance where the whole class was taken out for gym but their child left in the room, with the teacher not noticing the child’s absence for some time, when she came back to collect the child. A similar and poignant example was provided of an incident where a child appeared to have been forgotten by the teacher: “Once my child was sent into a small room, where he was left on his own. Nobody told him that he could come out so he stayed there a long time. I think he stayed there a lot.” These examples were not provided to attack or to identify teachers, but to illustrate how parents started to notice that their child was not progressing academically when parents thought some progress was possible, nor was their child being included in ways that other children would be included. In some cases, parents recognized that the teacher had an almost impossible job because of the concentration of students with IEPs in particular classes — one parent recollected a class where eight of the students had IEPs. In such cases, the parents were more critical of the system which allowed such concentration than the individual teacher who could not meet all the expectations of the parents that the IEP would be implemented. But in other instances, they were critical of both the classroom teacher’s knowledge or capacity to include their children, or of some teachers’ attitude towards their children. From the parents’ point of view, relationships between parents and school staff were often strained and difficult. Parents reported strained relationships over time with many AOs, teachers, and Special Education Assistants. In almost all cases, the strain occurred because the parents were advocating for the needs of their children, and they were advocating because they felt the needs of their child were not being met. They felt that many school-based educators resisted such advocacy, which caused the strain in relationships. They believed that some AOs exercised their power inappropriately, in some cases by providing misinformation to parents. One reported that an AO had promised to place her child on a list for support, and repeatedly told her that the child was listed, only for her to find out many months later that this was not the case. One said that an AO refused to ask for help from the district’s Student Support Services, while another said she felt “disillusioned” with what she perceived to be the misuse of authority by the AO. Parents also reported strained relationships with some classroom teachers. As parents developed more understanding of how to support their children’s exceptionality, they often wanted to share this understanding with teachers, but frequently felt rebuffed. At the same time the parents observed that what was being offered to their children was not engaging or including the child, and in many cases no academic or social progress was being made. For some, this further radicalized them, and they increased their advocacy in support of their child, which usually further strained the teacher-parent relationship. In some cases there were incidences of open hostility between teachers and parents. In other instances parents observed a grudging respect for them from teachers who, while they had problems with the advocacy style and approach, recognized that the parent cared deeply about their child and was advocating to support the child’s needs. One theme raised by the parents was that they did not believe that the classroom teachers “had ownership” of their children. By this the parents meant that in their view some teachers did not consider their children as an integral part of the class, but as a problematic addition. In such cases, they believed that the teachers holding such views did not engage their child in learning and essentially abdicated responsibility for the child’s progress. The parents considered that some classroom teachers passed on the responsibility for their child to the SEA, or did not consider how the child could be effectively included as an everyday norm of their teaching, with the result that the child was often unengaged, bored, or angry. This often resulted in negative behaviour from the child and discipline processes initiated by the teacher. In some cases, parents believed teachers reacted to incidents of behaviour inappropriately. One mentioned her child being physically shaken by a teacher, while another said that a teacher emptied the contents of her child’s lunch box into a garbage container and told the parent to see a nutritionist. Parents’ views of Special Education Assistants were similar to their views of teachers. Some had very positive experiences with SEAs, and praised their work generously. In these cases, parents saw SEAs as motivated, caring, and competent. When a positive and productive relationship between the student and the SEA was in place, parents saw continuity as crucial, but this was not always possible. One major area of contention between parents and the school district appeared to involve continuity of service with a competent SEA who had developed experience and a good relationship with their child. But others described far more negative experiences of SEAs, where parents did not feel that the SEA was either interested in the child or capable of supporting their child’s needs. Relationships with SEAs were also exacerbated by what in some cases appeared extremely limited time allocations. One parent reported that her child was allocated twenty minutes of SEA time per day, an allocation she saw as essentially useless and inappropriate. Diagnostic testing was often difficult to obtain from the educational system. Several parents reported that their children went through some form of diagnostic testing through the school district, but others reported difficulties, either because of waiting times or because requests for assessments were refused. In these cases it was unclear whether the district simply did not agree that an exceptionality existed, or if they feared that by testing they might obtain results that would require the provision of extra services and support. In some cases parents resorted to and paid for private or external diagnostic testing of their children because testing was not being done by the school system. What disturbed several of the parents was that when they went to an agency external to the school system such as the Children’s Hospital, or to some form of private assessment, diagnosis of an exceptionality was often quick and unequivocal. In some cases, parents were told by external agencies that the diagnosis was patently obvious, and that there could have been little room for doubt or ambiguity. This reduced their trust in school district approaches to diagnostic testing, as few of the external diagnoses that they described reflected borderline or ambiguous cases. Parents also stated a frustration around having educators apply inaccurate labels to children based on their observations: “Educators informally (but vocally!!!) label my daughter as having ADD, ADHD, Autism, and hyperlexia. None of these are accurate, nor is it appropriate for teachers to attempt to diagnose children.” Parents often considered reporting processes problematic and inappropriate Several parents said that teachers described the child’s exceptionality in report cards. One parent received a report which stated that the child “made funny noises” and was “unfocused.” Insensitively describing a disability to a parent who is intimately familiar with the disability was not seen as appropriate reporting from the parent’s perspective. The parent was frustrated because she knew the child was unfocused, but what she wanted to know was how the school was addressing the issue of focus and how her child might be progressing with his ability to focus on the material being taught. One parent received report cards from the Resource Room teacher but not the classroom teacher, and was unable to get a sense of how her child was progressing when not in the Resource Room. This links to the issue raised earlier, of how these parents believed that some classroom teachers did not fully include their children into the regular class, as they did not consider it necessary to report on their progress. Another parent said her child was very depressed when he read a report card which was handed to him at school. She contacted the school and asked the AO to mail the report card directly to her. The next report card period, the report was again handed to the student. She asked again that it be mailed to her. The following report card period, the report was mailed, but was addressed to the child who opened it, and again became distressed and depressed. The parent contacted the AO and asked “How can I have confidence in you as a school if you can’t even manage a simple request?” These reporting issues also speak to the issue of relationships. In the view of most parents in the Focus Group, poor communication from the school to parents contributed to deteriorating relationships between parents and school staffs, as parents felt that their voices and perspectives either were not heard or were not respected. Parents increasingly used private services, because supports in the public education system were either unavailable, or were seen as not meeting the needs of their children. In addition to accessing external public or private diagnostic testing services, several of the parents had accessed private tutoring services. These were of two kinds — the services offered in most areas by agencies such as Sylvan and Kumon, or a specialist with knowledge and experience of a particular approach which had previously demonstrated success with specific areas of exceptionality. One parent described one such specialist as having “saved” her child by improving her child’s reading level by two-and-a-half grade levels in two months. Private services were often very expensive for the parents (one mentioned having spent over $20,000 in private services), but their use of such services reflected the parents’ determination to do their best for their children, inside or outside the public education system. In their view, any successes achieved through accessing such services also served to illustrate the shortcomings of the public school system for meeting their children’s needs. While this was frustrating for the parents, it also made them more determined to advocate for their children, as they saw that academic progress could be made. If it was possible, then they wanted their local school to be able to provide services and evidence of similar progress to that being made by their children outside public schools. Ideally parents wanted the supports they were accessing privately, within the public school system. Parents expressed concerns about the IEP process and aspects of programming after the IEP was written. Some parent suggested that school-based team members frequently disagreed about the content of an IEP, and that there were often barriers to implementation once the IEP was finalized. Why IEPs were not implemented was not always clear to parents. One described a “provincial support team” who came into one school for three days, leaving a binder of resources and many good ideas, which the parents believed were not followed — “there was always a reason why,” stated the parent. Parent frustration with the IEP process mainly appeared to be focused on implementation. If a team of school staff, in consultation with the parent, developed a plan, then they believed it should be implemented as written. The parents believed that there may have been many reasons why IEPs were not always implemented as planned, but two appear most likely. The first is an issue of resources and capacity. Some IEPs may be written based on what the child needs but may not always ensure that the resources and staffing needed for implementation are available. A second reason may involve considering the difference between who plans and who implements an IEP. If an IEP is planned by a team, who has the responsibility for implementation? In some cases, a classroom teacher may have many different needs in a class, and if such a teacher also had primary responsibility for implementation, the capacity to adhere to the plan may be limited. Whatever the reason, some consideration of the IEP writing and implementation, which links planning to roles and capacity, may be necessary in the view of parents. To some extent parents see the IEP process as an example of the system promising more than it delivers, by extensive planning and consultation but minimal delivery of education for their children. An IEP which is not followed also reflects negatively on communication, as it appears a document without value unless it is implemented. In some ways an IEP is like a cheque. Just as a cheque is only useful to a recipient when it is cashed, so an IEP is only of utility when it was implemented, in the view of the parents. Parents felt that they faced a form of systemic resistance to their efforts to address the issues of programming, staffing, and communication. Focus Group participants believed that facing what they perceived to be one hostile or defensive school Administrative Officer, teacher, or SEA reflected on individual approaches and capacity of people in the particular role or position. When the parents met what they considered a “brick wall” of resistance from a wide range of school and district personnel, and even trustees, they considered this to be more akin to systemic resistance. One example illustrates this. One parent wanted the same SEA in successive years but was told this was not possible. When she pursued the issue with the AO she was told that very few exceptions were allowed, and were based on a set of criteria, which were not met in her child’s case. She asked what the criteria were but did not get a response. She then met with various levels of senior school district management, who refused to maintain the continuity. Then she approached the trustees, who also rejected her. During this process she was told that it was a CUPE issue, with district staff “blaming” CUPE seniority contract language for the problem. When she contacted CUPE, the issue had never been discussed with them. Finally, after launching a human rights complaint, the exception was granted. There may be very different perceptions on what happened in this specific case. There may also be valid reasons for placing the SEA in a different position or location, but for the parent, almost every part of the system blocked her request for what she saw as a simple and suitable continuation of a satisfactory working relationship. The parents questioned how much energy, from all the parties involved went into a common and arguably systemic resistance, rather than finding a solution which met the child’s needs and which satisfied parents. Parents accessed peer support systems. Several of the parents spoke very positively about accessing peer support services, often offered by the Family Resource Centre which operates in an elementary community school in the district. The assistance provided by peers often helped parents find and use resources which supported their children’s learning, and included parent advocacy. Peer support appeared very important for two reasons, the first being that it reduced individual parent isolation. Implied in many of the comments made by parents at the Focus Group was the sense that pursuing a positive educational experience for a child with special needs could be both a lonely and a frustrating experience. Accessing peers who were facing similar struggles gave each person greater confidence and reduced the individual parent’s sense of isolation. The second reason was that peer support provided access to a better understanding of how the education system works. Peers who knew the district’s personnel and structures could share such information with others. Their knowledge of appeal processes facilitated access to them and improved success rates. Parents could build on the accumulated experience of other parents, rather than reinventing the wheel. Hearing the stories of these parents, it appeared clear that many of them have become very knowledgeable and formidable advocates for their children. Some believed that they have won what they see as hard-fought successes, but others reflected that they had very little impact on the educational system. Several stated that the advocacy role was difficult and stressful. One said that “After kindergarten everyone at school knew me and my child, and nobody wanted my child in their class.” Others stated that school AOs and other staff questioned them about their home and family life in ways that to the parent intimated that the family was the problem, and that their parenting skills were inadequate. This was both distressing and insulting to them. “We face many challenges every day.” Parents spoke candidly about the challenges of bringing up a child or children who often had a range of exceptionalities. Their statement of the challenges they faced each day was stated simply, with dignity, and without exaggeration. They faced the challenges that every parent faced, and described children going through growing and developmental phases. But they also spoke of the challenge of their accommodating their child’s special need or needs at home, and of additional demands of supporting the child within the school system. The number and complexity of issues made for an additional challenge — that of having anything close to a “normal” life, where their own needs and aspirations were also met. The diversity of challenges also made parents more likely to be strategic in dealing with issues with the child, and to “pick their battles” with the school system, both as a strategy and as a means of coping and survival: “Teachers are very unaware of how wearing it is to live with a child with ADHD (never mind the other complications of LD and giftedness, and the frustrations for the child of the combination). It can take hours to get a few simple routines completed every day and you learn to pick your battles or you would simply burn out and be useless to your child if you called him on every little thing. This doesn't mean you aren't aware of, and, particularly in public, sensitive to the things that you are choosing not to deal with.” The parents in this Focus Group were articulate, determined, and capable advocates for their children, but their short reflections on their own lives opened another dimension to the discussion. Just as there is a concern about viewing the disability rather than the person, so there may also be a tendency to view the parents as an advocate and not as a person in her own right, a view which may adversely affect communication and relationship between educators and parents. In terms of this school year, how do you view the services provided to your child/children, your communication with school staff, and how have they changed? Some parents reported positive starts to the school year for their children, while others indicated problems. One parent described the start of the new school year for her child: “His teacher is terrific. She is one of those special teachers that loves what she does and is very good at it.” Another reported strong concerns at the end of the last school year prior to her child enrolling in a middle school, fearing that fewer services would be offered, especially SEA support. However, her fears were unfounded, and she reported that her child was experiencing “the best year ever” at the middle school, with SEA time provided for all academic classes. Several parents mentioned supportive resource teachers who were “doing what they can” and talking with other teachers about strategies for effective inclusion. One spoke positively about CBI behaviour consultants who had offered constructive ideas and support. However, most parents expressed concerns in terms of several factors which were directly and negatively impacting their children’s education. These factors are discussed below. Parents were concerned about service levels being provided only to the most needy of students with special needs. In other Focus Groups, teachers referred to this issue as “raising the bar,” meaning that fewer students with special needs could be supported at current levels of funding and staffing. Parents in some cases were being told that their child was not as needy as others, and that supports such as direct contact with a specialist support teacher or SEA time may be reduced or eliminated if the child was “doing too well.” Parents were concerned that although their child may have been able to succeed in school with support, that such supports could be withdrawn simply because other students’ needs were more pressing. In their view, this significantly increased the risk of their child failing in school, and this was unacceptable to them. In some cases it was too early in the school year to assess the actual level of support, but they were concerned about explicit statements from educators warning of reduced supports in the future. There were some examples where extra supports used to be offered prior to the current year but which were, not offered this year. Several parents mentioned the reduction in or removal of supports where a school Principal had stated that there would be no extra supports offered to one child when supports had previously been available. In some cases parents had been told that previously offered adaptations and modifications would no longer be available, or that their child’s access to SEA time would be reduced. The IEP process at the start of the school year was, for some parents, a negative experience. Several parents mentioned that IEPs were not being produced for some of their children, particularly in the Learning Disabilities category, even though they had been developed in previous years. Parents’ concern was that without the IEP there would be no explicit statement of actions aimed at supporting the child with a learning disability, no support, and no accountability processes which gave parents a means of checking implementation against the program or supports identified in the IEP. Some parents were angry that they had been excluded from IEP planning. Others stated that they had only gained access to meetings to discuss and develop an IEP after sustained pressure. Such pressure in some cases generated what the parents perceived to be a negative reaction from educators, with one accusing a parent of “putting pressure” on the school-based team when the parent wanted to be included in the IEP planning process. Parents in the Focus Group believed that staff layoffs and increased class size were negatively impacting their children. Layoffs were seen as problematic because there were simply fewer teachers in the system, which increased strain and pressure on those who remained. Such pressures, in the views of parents, reduced the chances of effective inclusion for their child. The direct effects of layoffs for parents were that personnel changed, and any change negatively affected continuity of service and programming. It took more time for parents to connect with teachers who were not familiar with the parent or the child. While some such change is inevitable, parents felt that the changes this school year had proven more significant than usual. A second observation from parents was that some teachers were occupying roles with multiple responsibilities, and that this also negatively impacted their children. Support teacher specialization of previous years seemed to have evolved into a more “blended” role, which combined, as an example, ESL and Special Education responsibilities. Parents were concerned that staff in such blended roles may not be adequately skilled or trained in some areas, and that this could be a problem in terms of building supports for their children. Would an ESL teacher be familiar with learning disabilities, for example, or be able to recognize causes of behaviour problems, as well as be able to develop strategies for dealing with inappropriate behaviour? Another area of concern to parents was what they believed to be reduced hours for SEAs, which meant their child had less time with an SEA. This increased the likelihood of students being placed so that one SEA could support two or more students with special needs. They believed this to be a pragmatic solution for the school, but a reduction in service for their children. Parents were concerned about reduced access to specialist support teachers and to SEAs for their children. The SEA’s usual role is to work with children, so the issue for parents was not one of job role, but of the hours SEAs worked, and their accessibility. Hours were being reduced, thereby reducing their child’s access to SEAs. But a different argument was being raised by the parents in terms of the specialist support teacher. They felt that parents were increasingly being told that such teachers were a resource to support classroom teachers, and not necessarily a person who delivered direct service to students. This was not understood to be a district policy, but more how schools were defining the role. For parents of students with special needs, this implied that their role was not necessarily to communicate with parents, and in some cases parents were being subtly diverted from contacting such specialists. Thus, the dual concerns emerged — did their children get access to such specialist support, and were parents able to access the specialists? “I have lost faith with the regular public system.” While this was the most negative comment concerning public schools, there was little doubt that most of the parents in the Focus Group were heavily disillusioned with the ability of the school system to effectively meet their children’s needs. Such disillusionment stems from the perspective of all those in the Focus Group that they have been engaged in years of struggle to have their children included and learning in schools. While they showed considerable determination and skill in offering supports and building advocacy, time and patience was running out for some parents. They were generous and honouring of those educators who had included and educated their children effectively. But parents stated that in their view, resources and supports were inadequate in the public school system, so that teachers were unable to effectively include all students because of limited resources, in spite of their best efforts and intentions: “For the most part, communication between teachers concerning my son used to be good. I believe that they did their best, were willing to learn new techniques, and did what they could given the number of students just like my son that they dealt with in their classroom. Often this would be a common complaint among them — too many students with special needs who required more individualized attention, along with inadequate resources. Teachers require greater supports within their classrooms.” But there was also disillusion with educators, and in some cases a tendency to make them the brunt of parental concern with the education of their children: “In summary, this year my husband and I have decided that we can no longer allow any compromises in our daughter's education. The specialists/itinerants will do their job, or we will go elsewhere. Perhaps we will bill the school district or the school for the cost. Until there is accountability in reporting on the I.E.P., and accountability for the professionals who are supposedly providing support for our daughter at school, this situation is not going to improve. We cannot wait any longer for systemic change, although we will continue to advocate for it.” Whether the issues are seen a systemic, or are seen as linked to individual educators, these parents were tired of the struggle, and in some cases were to looking for alternatives to the public school system. Conclusion The comments provided by the participants in this Focus Group reflect the perspectives of a committed group of parent advocates. As such they may not be reflective of the “average” parent, should such a person exist. But as activists, they have much to offer in their views and understanding of the education system. Most appeared to have started their connection with the school system when their child entered school, with hope and trust, both of which dissipated either rapidly or over time. Gradually they became more assertive, more networked, and more knowing of how the system worked. They engaged with teachers, AOs, Special Education Assistants, offering support, ideas, and challenges. They accessed district staff and used appeal processes when they believed either to be necessary. Their perspective is that there have been systemic problems with the inclusion of their children in public schools for many years, but they are particularly worried now in terms of whether the goal of an inclusive education system is slipping further from reach. There are three key areas of issues of concern identified by the parents. The first concerns staffing. Reduced staffing, fewer specialist support teachers, and blended roles of specialist support teachers are three staffing issues that parents feel negatively impact their children. In addition to the issues of numbers and roles, the parents are concerned about capacity and attititude: are teachers struggling against such odds in terms of demands upon them and the resources supplied that their capacity to include effectively is limited? Do sufficient numbers of teachers welcome and want their children in regular classrooms so that a positive inclusionary attitude exists? Of course, the two are to a great extent inter-related, but there are also many limits to supports for classroom and specialist support teachers that influence both teacher attitude and capacity. The view has been expressed that if teachers are abandoned to implement a philosophy with no support, then they may be tempted to abandon inclusionary practices if they are to survive. The second area is in processes such as diagnostic testing and planning, where the parents believe the public system’s approach is inadequate and becoming worse. What parents see as the unwillingness of the public education system to adequately test their children is for them a major issue. Non-testing implies that the school system is telling them that there is no disability, yet when some of their children have been externally assessed the disability has been diagnosed immediately. It is also seen as a way of saving money, both for the test itself, but also so that no costly services need be provided. After all, no test, no diagnosis; no diagnosis, no support. Perhaps logical, but also demeaning, disrespectful, and disheartening to those parents who often correctly believe that a disability exists and that the school system is telling them it ain’t so. Planning has its own pitfalls for parents, both in the process of planning but much more in the implementation of plans. They clearly believe that something needs to be done to make plans a reality, rather than pieces of paper which are not implemented. The third area is about communication and relationships between parents and educators, occasionally positive but more frequently problematic and fractious, negatively affecting both parents and educators and impacting on services for children. These three areas have been identified at a time that parents see as one of rapid and negative government cutbacks in the education system, with cuts affecting their children in real, significant, and even disproportionate ways. Reductions in services are already apparent to them, and the parents are apprehensive about the future. The three areas of concern identified here are also three immense pressures on the education system. If those pressures become too great, then something will have to give, and what parents fear could result is an end to the concept of inclusion. Might the inclusionary ideal be abandoned if pressures are placed on the system that it cannot sustain? As a teacher union researcher it was sometimes difficult to listen to the views of these parents, which were often critical of educators. Some teachers may ask why their union is reflecting these views and perspectives in a teacher union report. The answer is that at the start of this research project we, as a union, made a commitment to listen to and to reflect the voices of parents whose children had special needs and who attended B.C. public schools in two school districts. We may not always agree with the views expressed here, but if as a union we hope to engage with parents of students with special needs, then one step is to listen and to think about what they say. We hope also that parents will read and think about the views of teachers which are reflected in other Focus Group reports. By better understanding each other we might then address issues of concern, and perhaps join forces to advocate for a better-resourced and improved inclusionary education system in B.C.’s public schools. Charlie Naylor BCTF Research   About Us | News & Events | Publications | Advocacy & Action | Social Justice | Issues in Education © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8056&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 6, April 2005 Under 18s to vote in provincial election by Dawn Wilson When we open our newspapers on May 18, we will read two sets of election results: the official ones, and those from the student vote, which will be held in schools across B.C. the day before the provincial election. This will be the second time a student vote has been held in B.C. The first occurred last June, during the Federal election, but given the timing of that election (June 28), most secondary students were gone, and schools were winding down for the summer break. With the legislated provincial election date, Student Vote BC has spent the last six months organizing this event with the goal of engaging 100,000 students from across the province. Many concerns have been raised recently about the growing trend of non-voting over the past five elections. From a healthy 70.34% turnout in the 1983 general election to a worrying 55.44% in 2001, fewer people seem interested in exercising their democratic rights. The trend is particularly noticeable among young people; in May 2001, only 27% of 18- to 24-year-olds voted. Young people are losing the opportunity to have a voice in issues that affect them directly, now and in the future—issues in which their generation has a vested interest: tuition fees, transit costs, youth employment opportunities, the minimum wage, and environmental protection to name just a few. The goal of the student vote program is to inspire a habit of active citizenship among Canadian students. After the Federal student vote last June, a post-election analysis assessed the effectiveness of the program and examined participant outcomes. Pre- and post-election student survey results showed significant increases in students’ future intentions to vote, their being informed about current issues, government and politics, and their interest in reading the newspaper. Students’ knowledge of political parties also increased. Student vote participation had a positive influence on attitudes concerning electoral participation. In conjunction with Alberta’s provincial election last November, another student vote was held. Lacombe Composite High School (LCHS) in Lacombe was one of 500 schools in the province that participated. Teacher Corvin Uhrbach has led two successful student votes in the school, and reports, "We have found it to be a very positive experience in our school." His goal was to make students aware of the issues, and to create a mindset that students should vote when they reach the legal voting age of 18. He also hoped that the student election would create a dialogue between kids and parents, perhaps even motivating older, disillusioned parents to get out and vote. At LCHS, the Social Studies Department decided how to run the election so that it would not take an overwhelming amount of time. The election was held during the first period of the day, and all classes in the school were invited to participate. The requirement for participation was to discuss the election in class and make 15 minutes available for voting on Election Day. Only 5 classes of 27 opted out. The actual voting process was run entirely by the students, with Grade 10 and 12 Social Studies classes paired. Teams of three or four students took ballot boxes and polling booths to each class. One person explained the process, one handed out ballots as students individually went to the polling booth, and one signed and put the ballot into the box. An advanced poll was held for classes that had opted out, and students who were on spares were allowed to vote in the library on Election Day. After all the ballot boxes were collected, ballots were counted using the tally sheets from Student Vote 2004. Boxes were then exchanged, and a second count was done. With the exception of a few adults present as observers during counting, the entire process was student driven. The school where I teach, Reynolds Secondary School, in Victoria, has registered to hold a student vote for the upcoming election. The school will receive instructional resources and posters, electoral district maps, authentic ballot boxes and voting screens, riding-specific ballots, and referendum ballots. We will host an All-Candidates Forum and invite other guest speakers to social studies classes to generate interest, debate, and discussion. On Student Election Day, students will take on the roles of voting clerks, voting officers, and returning officer. The student vote team has already set up an effective communication network with the school, and has proven to be very helpful in answering questions and anticipating our needs. We are looking forward to hosting a stimulating learning experience and to helping our students become better citizens in the process. For more information on how to organize a student vote in your school, go to www.studentvote.ca, e-mail info@studentvote.ca, or call 1-866-488-8775. Dawn Wilson teaches at Reynolds Secondary School, Victoria.)
(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/hashtag/bcpoli?src=hash,Tweets about #bcpoli hashtag on Twitter টুইটার অনুসন্ধান অনুসন্ধান টুইটার খুঁজুন সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ ভাষা : বাংলা. हिन्दी Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন টুইটার-এ নতুন ? আজই যোগদান করুন » সাইন ইন করুন ফোন, ইমেল বা ব্যবহারকারীর নাম পাসওয়ার্ড সাইন ইন আমাকে মনে রাখুন পাসওয়ার্ড ভুলে গেছেন? ইতিমধ্যে আপনি কি টেক্সট বার্তার মাধ্যমে টুইটার ব্যবহার করছেন? #bcpoli -এ তাত্ক্ষণিক আপডেট পান সবকিছু মানুষজন ছবিসমূহ ভিডিওগুলি খবর সময়রেখা সমূহ উন্নত অনুসন্ধান সর্বত্র আপনার কাছাকাছি কাকে অনুসরণ করবেন · রিফ্রেশ · সবকটি দেখুন জনপ্রিয অ্যাকাউন্টগুলি · বন্ধুদের অনুসন্ধান করুন · পরিবর্তন © 2014 টুইটার সম্বন্ধে সহায়তা শর্তাবলী গোপনতা কুকিগুলো বিজ্ঞপ্তি তথ্য ব্র্যান্ড ব্লগ স্ট্যাটাস অ্যাপস চাকরিসমূহ বিজ্ঞাপন ব্যবসা সমূহ মিডিয়া ডেভেলপারগণ ডিরেক্টরি বন্ধ প্রবণতা ট্রেন্ডস আপনার জন্য উপযোগী। ট্রেন্ডের মাধ্যমে আপনি সহজেই আপনার আগ্রহের খবরাখবর পেতে পারছেন। আপনি কোথায় থাকেন এবং কাদের অনুসরণ করেন তার উপরে ভিত্তি করে ট্রেন্ড উপস্থাপিত করা হয়। পরিবর্তন উপযোগী করা ট্রেন্ডস রাখুন বিশ্বব্যাপী প্রবণতা পান সম্পন্ন অনুসন্ধান বিকল্প এই অনুসন্ধান স্থাপিত করুন #bcpoli এর জন্য ফলাফল শীর্ষ / সব suehammell ‏ @suehammell ৪ মিনিট Join me on Oct 14th to speak up for BC Public Education as we present to the Finance Committee #bced #bcpoli pic.twitter.com/7aaxN30AHJ ফটো দেখুন ছবি লুকান প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Jodie Emery ‏ @JodieEmery ৮ মিনিট Marc and I did an interview with @CBCGloria this morning that will air on @CBCVancouver between 5-6pm tonight. Tune in! #bcpoli #vanpoli সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Global BC ‏ @GlobalBC ১৯ মিনিট Energy giant rains on B.C. throne speech #bcpoli http://glbn.ca/ClLqr  সারাংশ দেখ সারাংশ লুকান প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Tom Fletcher ‏ @tomfletcherbc ৩৫ মিনিট . @jjhorgan says @christyclarkbc "gave away" bargaining strength with "outrageous" #LNG promises #bcpoli pic.twitter.com/eh3u6v52EF ফটো দেখুন ছবি লুকান প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Stephen Smart ‏ @CBCSmart ৩৬ মিনিট NDP's @jjhorgan points out lofty promises around LNG, debt free BC, etc weren't mentioned in throne speech. #cbc #bcpoli সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট মানুষজন · সবকটি দেখুন এবং আরো পুনঃটুইটকৃত ২০ সময়াবলী justine_hunter ‏ @justine_hunter ২১ ঘন্টা My update on Mount Polley: B.C. signed-off on tailings dam repair after fissure found in 2010 http://fw.to/uLM8e1F  #bcpoli সারাংশ দেখ সারাংশ লুকান প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Sean Leslie ‏ @seanleslie980 ৩৭ মিনিট @.jjhorgan says #Thronespeech dropped all mention of 100,000 LNG jobs, paying off debt. #bcpoli pic.twitter.com/0ce5fZppid ২:৩৫ অপরাহ্ণ - ৬ অক্টোবর, ২০১৪ · বিবরণ সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Andrew Weaver ‏ @AJWVictoriaBC ৩৯ মিনিট From throne speech #bcpoli "Leadership means ... Not saying what is politically convenient." You mean: 100,000 jobs, debt free BC, 1/2 সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট John Horgan ‏ @jjhorgan ৪১ মিনিট It's hard to take Premier Clark at her word anymore: Her big election promises are missing a year and a half later. #bcpoli #bcndp সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট S Chandra Herbert ‏ @SChandraHerbert ৪৭ মিনিট in case you missed it - the BC Liberals just finished their throne speech- Some in the room thought they missed it too. #bcpoli সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Sean Leslie ‏ @seanleslie980 ৪৭ মিনিট Premier @christyclarkbc says goal still to cut GHG's by 33% by 2020, but "complicated" work still to do on LNG emissions. #bcpoli সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Stephen Smart ‏ @CBCSmart ৫১ মিনিট Premier @christyclarkbc talks to media after Throne Speech. Insists still optimistic re Petronas LNG. #cbc #bcpoli pic.twitter.com/JZhyVGHseC ফটো দেখুন ছবি লুকান প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Peter Kelly ‏ @PeterKelly74 ৫৩ মিনিট No more mention of $100b "prosperity fund" they campaigned on. I never believed them either - http://m.news1130.com/2014/10/06/bc-government-dedicates-fall-sitting-to-lng-in-throne-speech/ … #bcpoli সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট সম্পর্কিত অনুসন্ধানগুলিঃ #bced, #cdnpoli Brittney Kerr ‏ @brittneyrkerr ৫৫ মিনিট FYI for #bcpoli folks: Here is the Speech from the Throne for the third session of the 40th Parliament. http://engage.gov.bc.ca/thronespeech/transcript/ … সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Shane Simpson ‏ @ShaneLSimpson ৫৬ মিনিট Shortest most irrelevant Throne Speech in 10 years. 18 minute defense of a leadership that is being called into question across BC. #bcpoli সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট David Schreck ‏ @StrategicThghts ১ ঘন্টা Full text of today's Throne Speech posted 2 http://www.leg.bc.ca/40th3rd/4-8-40-3.htm … Search it & you won't find word "debt" or "debt free" #bcpoli #bcndp সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Edward May ‏ @EdwardMay ১ ঘন্টা "Violence-Free BC" dropped entirely from throne speech update today. Acknowledgement of failure, I guess. cant take premier on word #bcpoli সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Raffi Cavoukian ‏ @Raffi_RC ১ ঘন্টা have @bcliberals not heard the word Sustainability? not about growth—it's about green energy-tech jobs. #bcpoli LNG = filthy fracking. সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Raffi Cavoukian ‏ @Raffi_RC ১ ঘন্টা throne speech: a lengthy lecture—on leadership. #bcpoli nobody believes CC. সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট justine_hunter ‏ @justine_hunter ১ ঘন্টা My quick hit on BC throne speech: B.C. lauds LNG as opportunity to reduce China’s greenhouse gas emissions http://fw.to/04HdaG  #bcpoli সারাংশ দেখ সারাংশ লুকান প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট George Hoberg ‏ @ghoberg ১ ঘন্টা BC’s choice: grow LNG, or face decline. Shocking simple minded construction of future choices #bcpoli সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট #bcpoli এর জন্য টুইট ফলাফল নেই। আপনি #bcpoli-এর শীর্ষ টুইটের শেষে পৌঁছে গেছেন। সব টুইট দেখুন। লোড হতে বেশ কিছুক্ষণ সময় নিচ্ছে। টুইটার অতিরিক্ত ক্ষমতা অথবা ক্ষণস্থায়ী হেঁচকির সম্মুখীন হতে পারে। পুনরায় চেষ্টা করুন অথবা পরিদর্শন করুন টুইটার স্ট্যাটাস আরও বিশদ তথ্যের জন্য। খারিজ বন্ধ পূর্ববর্তী পরবর্তী বন্ধ একজন ব্যক্তির প্রোফাইলে যান সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ বন্ধ আপনার অনুসরণকারীদের এই পুনঃটুইটটি পাঠাবেন? বাতিল পুনঃটুইট বন্ধ আপনি কি নিশ্চিত যে এই টুইট মুছে দিতে চান? বাতিল মুছে ফেলুন বন্ধ রোধ করন বাতিল রোধ করন আপনার টুইটসমুহে একটি অবস্থান যুক্ত করুন যখন একটি অবস্থানের সঙ্গে আপনার টুইট করেন, টুইটার সেই অবস্থান সংরক্ষণ করে। প্রত্যেক টুইটের আগে আপনি আপনার অবস্থান চালু / বন্ধ করতে পারেন, এবং যে কোনও সময় আপনি আপনার অবস্থানের ইতিহাস মুছে ফেলতে পারেন। আরো জানুন অবস্থান চালু করুন এখন নয় স্থান বন্ধ করুন বন্ধ প্রোফাইল সারসংক্ষেপ বন্ধ আপনার তালিকাসমূহ বন্ধ একটি নতুন তালিকা তৈরি করুন নাম তালিকা বিবরণ 100 অক্ষরের কম, ঐচ্ছিক তালিকাসমূহ:গোপনীয়তা সাধারণ · যে কেউ এই তালিকা অনুসরণ করতে পারেন ব্যক্তিগত · শুধুমাত্র আপনিই এই তালিকায় প্রবেশ করতে পারবেন তালিকা সংরক্ষণ করুন বন্ধ বন্ধ এই টুইট স্থাপিত কর আপনার নীচের ওয়েবসাইটে কোডটি অনুলিপি দ্বারা এই টুইট যোগ করুন * আরও জানুন হুম, সার্ভারে পৌঁছনোর একটি সমস্যা ছিল। পরে আবার চেষ্টা করবেন? প্রকৃত টুইট অন্তর্ভুক্ত করুন অন্তর্ভুক্ত মিডিয়া প্রাকদর্শন বন্ধ টুইটারে নিবন্ধন করুন টুইটারে নেই? নিবন্ধন করুন, আপনির পছন্দের বিষয়গুলির সাথে যুক্ত হন, এবং তাদের বিষয়ে হালনাগাদ পান। একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন » বন্ধ দুটি উপায় (প্রেরণ এবং গ্রহণ) শর্ট কোড: দেশ কোড গ্রাহকদের জন্য মার্কিন যুক্তরাষ্ট্র 40404 (যে কোন) কানাডা 21212 (যে কোন) যুক্তরাজ্য 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM হাইতি 40404 Digicel, Voila আয়ারল্যান্ড 51210 Vodafone, O2 ভারত 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance ইন্দোনেশিয়া 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » অন্য দেশসমুহের এসএসএস সংক্ষিপ্ত কোড দেখুন বন্ধ নিশ্চিতকরণ)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/BCTFNews.aspx?id=32771,BCTF News Vol. 19, No. 20, April 30, 2014  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development BCTF News archive 2013–14  2012–13  2011–12     2010–11  2009–10    En français  Home > Publications > Newsletters and Alerts > BCTF News > 2013-14 Archive     Volume 19, Number 20, April 30, 2014 Government under pressure Iker urges trustees to speak out on underfunding No joke: MoE superintendent contracts teen to study teacher education in Finland Remember to read your bargaining updates Hundreds gather throughout BC to honor injured and killed workers Partner groups pen joint letter to government First teacher mentorship conference a great success Head for the hills and get engaged Mission passes antihomophobia policy Government under pressure With the first week of job action complete, it is clear that BCPSEA and government are feeling the pressure. Education Minister Peter Fassbender and BCPSEA’s chief negotiator both tried to push back by telling the provincial media that the BCTF’s demands would put BC’s credit rating at risk. It’s a preposterous claim, and nobody in BC buys that line when we see hundreds of millions going to stadiums and a settlement with California Power. You can watch Jim Iker’s strong reaction to these statements, where he questioned if BCPSEA has even been given a mandate to make “big moves” here. Even more telling that the government is feeling the pressure was Fasssbender’s speech to 300 trustees gathered for the BC School Trustees’ Association Annual General Meeting. He was contrite and apologetic as he knew he was facing a tough crowd given the underfunding in education and downloading of costs. While he had some tough talk on bargaining, it was evident he was feeling a lot of pressure. Iker urges trustees to speak out on underfunding Fassbender wasn’t the only person addressing school trustees at their recent AGM. Jim Iker urged trustees to turn up the heat on Clark and Fassbender. “They must feel the heat or they will not change course. Quiet advocacy has not achieved the results BC kids need.” Iker also asked the trustees to join teachers in pressuring the government for better education funding. Trustees passed a series on motions on many issues, including one calling on government to cost-share capital projects such as seismic upgrading for schools. No joke: MoE superintendent contracts teen to study teacher education in Finland You have got to read this story about the teen who received a contract from Rick Davis, Superintendent of Achievement, to study teacher education in Finland. The blog post is from Wayne Ross from the Faculty of Education at UBC, with the inside story gleaned from an FOI application by Jordan Bateman of the Canadian Taxpayers’ Federation. Remember to read your bargaining updates Bargaining sessions took place last week, yesterday, and today. You can read what happened by logging in to the BCTF portal at MyBCTF.  Hundreds gather throughout BC to honor injured and killed workers Every 15 seconds: that is how often a worker somewhere in the world is killed on the job. Every year on April 28 the BC Federation of Labour, labour councils, and individual unions take part in Day of Mourning ceremonies to commemorate those workers who have lost their lives or were injured while at work. Last year, 128 people died from either work-related accidents or diseases. The BC Federation of Labour is demanding that the government criminally prosecute employers whose negligence causes a worker’s death or traumatic injury. Irene Lanzinger, BC Federation of Labour secretary-treasurer, says fines do not always work because large companies easily absorb monetary penalties. Partner groups pen joint letter to government Vancouver School Board trustees, parents, the district student council, the teachers’ associations, administrators, and support staff unions are the collective signatories to a letter sent to Minister Fassbender on April 24, calling for additional funding to make up the $11.65 million shortfall facing the district. Read their letter here.  First teacher mentorship conference a great success Over 120 teachers, administrators, and university faculty participated in a productive conference in Richmond on April 10–11. Attendees, representing 25 different school districts, came together to discuss the various models of mentoring programs in place in BC and how to develop a mentorship culture in BC’s education community. Glen Hansman, BCTF First-Vice President, spoke on the conference’s opening panel and reminded participants that for mentoring to work successfully, adequate funding needs to be in place. Head for the hills and get engaged Environmental Educators, Rural and Small Schools Teachers, Co-operative Learning, and Physical Education provincial specialist associations join forces for the “Actively Engaged” conference on May 9 at Hills Guest Ranch in 108 Mile House. Register here.      Mission passes antihomophobia policy The Mission School Board passed Policy #26: Sexual Minority (Sexual Orientation Identity) Anti-Homophobic on April 23. Congratulations to Michael Ross, the Mission Teachers Union, and others who have been long-term advocates for Mission LGBT staff and students. Mission is the 30th school district in the province to adopt an antihomophobia policy. About half of the Province’s school districts now have policies. Xtra, in its Vancouver edition recently published an article reviewing the status on antihomophobia policies throughout the province. You can read it here.   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/francais/NouvellesFECB.aspx?id=31071,Nouvelles de la FECB Vol.19, No.5, 9 octobre 2013  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Nouvelles de la FECB archives 2013–14  2012–13  Home > Français > Nouvelles de la FECB > 2013-14 Archive       Volume 19, Numéro 5, 9 octobre 2013  Dans ce numéro:     La violence au travail: Votre besoin de savoir, c'est votre droit de savoir  Arrêtez de vous renvoyer la balle  Cultivons l’amour de l’apprentissage : renforcer et partager votre passion  Le Comité exécutif de la FECB rend visite à votre syndicat local  Yertle la tortue est libre! Davantage de liberté d'expression obtenue pour les enseignants  Ensemble pour un monde, plus juste - Together fairness works  Le lock-out d’IKEA Richmond continue  SleepCountry rejoint le programme BCTF Avantage  Randonnée pédestre pour les enseignants autour de l’Histoire du travail pour les enseignants, le 26 octobre    La violence au travail: Votre besoin de savoir, c'est votre droit de savoir   Fini le flou entourant la vie privée ou la confidentialité de l'élève. Vous avez le droit de savoir quand un élève de votre classe ou de votre école pose un réel risque de sécurité pour vous ou pour les personnes avec lesquelles vous travaillez. Les règlements de WorkSafeBC sont clairs : l'employeur a la responsabilité d’informer le personnel de « tous les dangers connus ou raisonnablement prévisibles en matière de santé et sécurité, cela incluant la violence en milieu de travail. » En fait, la réglementation de WorkSafeBC définit la violence comme « l'exercice ou la tentative par une personne, autre qu'un travailleur, d’exercer une force physique afin de causer un préjudice à un travailleur, et inclut toute déclaration ou comportement menaçant qui donne un motif raisonnable au travailleur de croire qu'il ou elle court le risque de blessure. » (les blessures ou dommages, incluant l'intimidation ou le harcèlement par un collègue de travail sont couverts par un autre règlement). Un récent Bulletin de Worksafe affirme que, chaque année, plus de 115 travailleurs dans le secteur de l'éducation de la Colombie-Britannique, finissent par s'absenter du travail en raison de blessures infligées par les élèves. « Les travailleurs signalent souvent que les incidents violents se produisent " sans signes avant-coureurs " ou sont " tomber du ciel ". Cependant, les enquêtes sur les incidents révèlent souvent que l'élève impliqué avait un historique, un risque connu ou un comportement violent dont les travailleurs n’avaient pas été informés par le biais des évaluations, des plans de formation individuels ou des plans de sécurité des employés ». Prenez le temps de lire ce bulletin de WorkSafe. Différents scénarios, y compris celui des élèves qui passent d'un conseil scolaire à l'autre, sont en vedette. Auparavant, les administrateurs n’informaient pas souvent le personnel de l’école d’élèves nouvellement transférés et potentiellement violents, invoquant la confidentialité de l'élève. Cette information ne peut plus être retenue. Tout aussi important, le personnel doit également être informé de tout parent ayant fait preuve d'un comportement agressif ou menaçant envers un membre du personnel. Lire le Bulletin WorkSafe ici. (en anglais seulement) Nous vous encourageons à discuter de cette réglementation lors de la réunion du Comité de santé et sécurité de votre école et lors de votre réunion du personnel enseignant, afin de vous assurer que tout le monde est au courant de ses droits. Arrêtez de vous renvoyer la balle  Le gouvernement provincial et le SCFP/CUPE ont récemment négocié une convention collective, mais le gouvernement a refusé de financer les dispositions de l'accord et a déclaré que les conseils scolaires doivent payer tous les frais associés. Le ministre de l’Éducation, Peter Fassbender, a déclaré que les conseils scolaires « devraient avoir budgété » pour de tels accords. La FECB a adopté une résolution à l’Assemblée représentative d'été spécialement convoquée demandant au gouvernement de financer tous les coûts des accords du SCFP. Nous ne croyons pas qu'il soit possible financièrement de s'attendre à ce que les conseils scolaires continuent de payer pour les coûts engendrés, que ce soit  les hausses de tarifs de BC Hydro ou les augmentations de salaire bien méritées. Les conseils scolaires de Richmond, Coquitlam, Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows et Vancouver ont tous affirmé la semaine dernière que ces coûts supplémentaires ne peuvent donner lieu qu’à une nouvelle perte de moral et plus de coupes dans les programmes éducatifs. Cultivons l’amour de l’apprentissage :renforcer et partager votre passion  Avez-vous un atelier à partager ? La FECB est l'hôte de la 17e Conférence annuelle des nouveaux enseignants à l'Hôtel Radisson de Richmond, le vendredi 28 février et le samedi 1er mars 2014.  Elle lance un appel pour des propositions d'ateliers et des présentateurs (date limite: le 21 octobre). La conférence est conçue comme une opportunité de perfectionnement professionnel pour les enseignants en début de carrière, dans leurs cinq premières années d'enseignement, les enseignants suppléants et les maîtres-stagiaires. Les deux journées sont un excellent moyen pour les enseignants en début de carrière de se réseauter, de partager et d'apprendre des autres et avec les autres. Nous encourageons tous les enseignants à présenter un atelier. Les congés, les frais de voyage, les dépenses per diem et l’hébergement sont prévus pour un enseignant par atelier. Pour plus d'informations, envoyez s'il vous plaît un courriel à Marie-Claude Tremblay à la FECB (mctremblay@bctf.ca). Le Comité exécutif de la FECB rend visite à votre syndicat local   Les officiers et les membres du Comité exécutif provincial de la FECB rendent actuellement visite aux écoles et assistent à des réunions locales partout en province. Ils mettent à jour les membres sur notre procès au sujet de Loi 28et sur la négociation provinciale. Assistez s'il vous plaît à une réunion pour avoir réponses à vos questions et formuler des commentaires sur les prochaines étapes. Le numéro de septembre du Teacher magazine contient la mise à jour la plus récente sur la négociation provinciale et peut être lu ici. La négociation provinciale reprendra plus tard ce mois-ci. Restez à l'écoute. Yertle la tortue est libre! Davantage deliberté d'expression obtenue pour les enseignants  Les griefs déposés à Cranbrook, Nanaimo, Vancouver et Prince Rupert en faveur de la liberté d’expression ont été réglés en faveur de la FECB et avec préjudice. Cela inclut l’infâme situation de la tortue Yertle, à Prince Rupert. Les enseignants à qui ont avaient demandé de supprimer les macarons, T-shirts ou pancartes portant des messages politiques et autres ont reçu des excuses et les conseils scolaires impliqués ont admis que leurs administrateurs avaient outrepassé les limites de leur autorité en émettant de tels ordres. Les enseignants ont obtenu que les instructions verbales et écrites ainsi que les lettres disciplinaires soient retirées de leurs dossiers personnels. Ensemble pour un monde, plus juste - Togetherfairness works  Le mouvement syndical ce n'est pas seulement des emplois décents. Il s'agit d'une vie meilleure, pour tout le monde. C'est le message que des millions de Canadiens partout au pays verront sur leur écran de télévision à partir du 7 octobre et jusqu’au 17 novembre. Cela fait partie d'une campagne de publicité nationale parrainée par le Congrès du travail du Canada pour rappeler aux gens les choses positives que nous apprécions tous parce que les syndicats assurent l'équité en milieu de travail et dans nos vies. Surveillez les annonces sur les réseaux de télévision suivants: CTV et CTV2, Ici Radio-Canada et Radio-Canada Nouvelles, BBC Canada, Bravo, City, CMT, Comedy, CTS, Discovery, DIY, DTOUR, E!, Food, HGTV, History, National Geographic, NBA, Showcase, Slice, Space et découvrez fairnessworks.ca pour en apprendre davantage sur les avantages que les syndicats offrent à tout le monde. Si vous aimez ce que vous voyez, tweetez avec #FairnessWorks.  Le lock-out d’IKEA Richmond continue   Les syndicats affiliés à la Fédération du travail, y compris la FECB, continuent de demander à tous leurs membres et au public de ne pas fréquenter les magasins IKEA de Richmond et de Coquitlam ou de ne pas magasiner en ligne au cours du lock-out des membres des Teamsters qui a débuté le 13 mai. Avec des profits de plus de 4 milliards de dollars l'an dernier, IKEA peut certainement se permettre de parvenir à un accord équitable avec ses employés. Le président de la FECB, Jim Iker, s’est récemment rendu à un rassemblement devant le magasin IKEA de Richmond. Voici le lien à la page Facebook pour les Teamsters du local 312. SleepCountry rejoint le programme BCTF Avantage  La FECB a établi un partenariat avec SleepCountry Canada afin de fournir des offres spéciales sur des matelas, des oreillers, des draps et des accessoires. Les offres changent tous les 4-6 semaines. Visitez s'il vous plaît le site web de la FECB pour plus d’informations. Randonnée pédestre pour les enseignants autour de l’Histoire du travail, le 26 octobre   Participerez-vous à une activité de perfectionnement professionnel à Vancouver le 25 octobre ? Le Vancouver Labour History Walking Tour/La Ballade à pied de la Vancouver Labour History offre une visite guidée spéciale et coïncidant avec les activités de perfectionnement professionnel auxquelles les enseignants participent le 25 octobre. Vancouver est ancrée dans une riche histoire du travail et l’ancien président de la FECB, Ken Novakowski, a organisé, révisé et mis à jour les visites pour le samedi 26 octobre. Rendez vous, s’il vous plaît, à la fontaine de la Galerie des beaux-arts de Vancouver située sur la rue Georgia entre Hornby et Howe. Le premier groupe partira à 9h30 et un second groupe partira à 10h. Chaque visite dure environ une heure et demie et se terminera au Palais des Congrès(Convention centre) de Vancouver. Tous les membres de la FECB sont les bienvenus. Veuillez s'il vous plaît vous inscrire en envoyant un courriel à knova@telus.net avant le 22 octobre, en indiquant votre nom, le nombre de convives et votre préférence pour l’heure de départ. La tournée est à l'extérieur, donc n'oubliez pas de vous habiller en fonction de la météo.       Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=17598&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 5, March 2009  Social activists: The next generation By Jan Thorsen They are the largest network of children helping children through education in the world. They have built more than 450 schools, provided education to over 40,000 children every day, and have helped 505,000 families obtain access to medical care. When you phone their office, they answer their phones with “we are the generation we have been waiting for.” They are the Free the Children organization, and like their founder, Craig Kielburger, are well-known throughout the BCTF. For those of you who don’t know of Free the Children’s history, it was founded when 12-year-old Craig Kielburger read of the murder of Iqbal Masih, a 12-year-old carpet factory labourer who had spoken out against child labour. Kielburger was shocked. When he brought the article to school to show his class, he was inspired to create an organization that would help children around the world. And the rest, as they say, is history. But as we all know, any well-run organization is also the sum of its parts. And the parts that comprise Free the Children include their tireless workers. Meet Shelby Pearce and Matthew Cimone. Pearce is an 18-year-old from a small town in southern Ontario. She got involved when Free the Children gave a presentation to the students at her secondary school. She was struck by the enthusiasm of the presenters and the lure of the “me-to-we” message that encourages youth to make a difference. After graduation, she joined the Leaders Today team with a passion for inspiring youth citizenship around the world. Cimone, a 26-year-old from Thunderbay, Ontario, joined the Leaders Today with a dream of encouraging young people to ask the hard questions about poverty and injustice. His passion for social justice arose from trips to Uganda and Sierra Leone where he witnessed the ravages of civil war. While in Africa, he was profoundly touched by the courageous stories of the people he met who continued to work for a just society despite daunting odds. As a team, Cimone and Pearce have crisscrossed Canada and parts of the United States as part of the “Millennium in Motion Youth Speaking and Leadership Tour” that promotes the UN millennium development goals. Teachers instinctively know that the ideas of social justice that Free the Children impart go beyond Christmas food hampers, teaching a virtues lesson, or collecting pennies for various causes. While these activities are laudable, they need to go beyond the scope of isolated events and become imbedded in the social justice fabric as a conscious political act that embodies all that we do in and out of the classroom. The British Columbia Teachers’ Federation for Action on Social Justice (CASJ) has developed a “lens that applies social justice theory to social justice work in our union to help guide policy, plan actions, and frame resources for social change with maximum impact.” The CASJ social justice lens has four distinct yet supportive and interactive sections: Access—all facets of society open to all Agency—the intention to effect change Advocacy—skills that effect change Solidarity action—collectively working for change At the core of this social justice lens is the need for the efforts of social activists to result in systematic changes leading to an equitable society. During a panel discussion at the recent social justice conference held in Vancouver, Dr. Paul Shaker, dean of education at SFU, outlined that the teaching profession is a “great reservoir of social liberal thought” and so we must be “conscious of the notion of citizenship and civic responsibility.” Social justice is liberating to the person who does it, and as teachers we have opportunities to reinforce the notions of getting outside of ourselves and spur our students on to a “path of enlightened self-interest and realization.” Lofty goals perhaps, but haven’t we teachers always wanted the best for our students? In Nanaimo, we have been very fortunate to be the beneficiaries of Free the Children outreach programs. Close to 500 secondary school and elementary student leaders have participated in leadership training workshops. The message that is given to our young student leaders is not complicated. Work together. Start small. Channel your own interest and passion into positive action. Students are never too young to contribute and make a difference locally or globally. I have heard Mathew Cimone’s and Shelby Pearce’s speeches many times. While they are talking, I look at the audience and observe their rapt attention. The swarms of eager students who gather around them after their presentations are a testament to the empathy of youth and the desire to join with others for social change. On a personal level, these student leaders’ energy and commitment have touched my heart. They have given me a sense of renewed hope that the seeds planted by BCTF social justice activists throughout the years found fertile ground. Their legacy of hope and courage will long be felt in the Nanaimo/ Ladysmith district. They have shown me that indeed, this is the generation we have been waiting for. Millennium youth tour would not have been possible without the generous donation from the National Bank of Canada and the Canadian International Development Agency. For more information go to: www.freethechildren.com/index.php Jan Thorsen is a gifted/enrichment resource teacher, Nanaimo.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=14160,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 1997 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 9, Number 7, May/June 1997 Children, Schools, and Poverty "Someday we have to decide what kind of country we want to be, what kind of Canada we want to live in." - Sandy Cameron, April 12, 1997 By Gavin Hainsworth Cameron's challenge was cited by speakers and participants alike at the third annual BCTF public-education conference, Saturday, April 12, 1997. Two hundred fifty teachers, parents, students, trustees, administrators, and support workers from across the province came together to begin changing challenge into action for their classrooms, schools, and communities. In response to motions from the BCTF AGM and Representative Assembly to make fighting poverty a two-year priority for the Federation, the conference provided an important forum for increasing awareness and translating that awareness into action. Since 1989, the number of two-parent families living in poverty has increased by 48%, and the number of children and families experiencing long-term unemployment has increased by 54%. "Poverty hits schools in different ways," stated Alice McQuade, BCTF president; yet "the public-education system is, in theory, blind to socio-economic differences in children and parents: poor kids, middle-class kids of two-parent families still together, and rich kids all come to school and have the same opportunity. No child should be left behind." Teachers, through their Federation, have worked to bring reality in line with this theory, stated McQuade. However, despite increased academic performance, and improved retention rates, teens who are poor are twice as likely as non-poor teens to drop out, "and as a result will experience economic insecurity throughout their lives." "Essentially, teachers are involved in social responsibility because issues, conditions, and concerns in society are inextricably enmeshed with learning and schooling," concluded McQuade. Heather-jane Robertson, co-author of Class Warfare: The Assault on Canada's Schools, and director of Professional Development for the Canadian Teachers' Federation, described the particular relationship that teachers have with poverty. "We don't look at percentages, poverty lines, or low-income cutoffs as statistical parameters we can manipulate: we see the faces of kids in poverty every day," stated Robertson, while demographically "many teachers are themselves only one generation from poverty…as the first employed professionals in our families." Teachers are in the vanguard of the struggle to protect the social safety net that is now under assault in this country. According to Robertson, to fight for its defence, we need to look at global forces that are undermining the concepts of nation-state and citizen. Quoting Benjamin Barber's book Jihad vs. McWorld: How Globalism and Tribalism Are Reshaping the World, Robertson described two competing, but mutually reinforcing global ideologies: Jihad, the new fundamentalisms of politics and religion, where "groups who are likeminded, or the same by race or class or religion, cling only to each other and blame others for their problems," and McWorld, "the materialistic, consumeristic, spread of nothing except the market, both in literal terms…and also ideologically and philosophically, [to the extent] that we can imagine nothing except the market as that which defines us." Neither vision has any room for the nation-state or citizens, both reduced to mere adherents or consumers. Neither McWorld nor Jihad is interested in democracy because it limits free flow of market forces and promotes the free flow of ideas. Governments, which should stand up for the poor, don't, stated Robertson. Instead, they follow the role described by Lloyd Axworthy: "Government should act like a high-class waiter in an expensive restaurant, efficient but invisible." By abandoning an active and visible role in society's and citizens' greater good, governments abandon their responsibility, stated Robertson. The high rates of poverty, the widening gap between the rich and the poor, and the world-wide abuse of human rights, are "the inevitable fallout of reorganizing the state along the lines of McWorld." High rates of unemployment, poverty, and uncertainty and "a safety net made of very cheap thread" also keep labour costs down to benefit the companies of McWorld. Only one-third of those who would have been eligible for unemployment insurance four years ago could claim it today; while the richest one percent world-wide saw their wealth increase by 60% in the last decade. A person working at minimum wage would have to work 80 hours a week to reach the poverty line. Kathleen Ruff, former director of the B.C. Human Rights Commission, characterized this flow of wealth as a "revolution, a transfer of wealth and power to a small privileged elite" whose "ideals are Victorian aged." This neo-Victorianism, according to Ruff, is to turn the clock back to time before "unpleasant inconveniences" to business interests, like child-labour laws, workers' compensation, and safety standards. "You could really make a lot of profits when it didn't matter if some workers lost their arms in the machines," said Ruff, and the unemployed "could either starve or go to the poor house." Charity served these Victorian interests as the poor had to beg and did not force their human entitlement or rights. Food banks do the same, stated Ruff. According to Ruff, the world's 358 billionaires control $762 billion in wealth, more than 45% of the planet combined--2.4 billion people! There is a "grotesque skewing of priorities" where UNICEF says world poverty could end for $34 billion, and $40 billion is spent world-wide for golf. Such statistics may seem overwhelming, but as Kit Krieger, BCTF's president-elect, stated, we don't see enough of the right kind of statistics in our media; instead we "see daily reports on stock rates, and baseball, and hockey scores" and rarely on the real poverty faced by all too many Canadians. Sandy Cameron, the principal author of a forthcoming BCTF lesson aid on poverty, urged conference participants to see the human faces behind poverty, and not to differentiate between child and parent poverty--a trap of defining "deserving" and "undeserving" poor. "We are potentially, all one cheque, one illness, one divorce away from poverty," concluded Cameron. The BCTF's "Children, Schools, and Poverty" conference was a valuable first step toward helping schools and communities think the world of all our children." Gavin Hainsworth teaches at North Surrey Secondary School, Surrey, and is a member of the Teacher Newsmagazine Advisory Board. ONE VOICE by Susan Parkinson The Oxford Dictionary of Current English explains poverty as "being poor," and poor as "without enough money to live comfortably." What do I think about poverty in my school? This is a hurtful problem that I think many students face, unfortunately. We must all be aware of as much as we can in our immediate surroundings. If people don't know what is happening, they won't care, and if they don't care enough, the situation can't be helped. Such is the situation at my school. I believe the reason I am unaware of the less fortunate people of my school is that they hide it from other students. They camouflage themselves to fit in: They wear basic clothes so no one questions where they got them; they tell their friends they had a big breakfast and are too full to eat more than a muffin for lunch; they tell them that they can't come over because (fill in an excuse here)--oops, already used that one twice this week. People blend themselves in, which is all right as long as they are not changing their true selves. So what about the guy in the tight yellow joggers half way up to his knees? Style unconscious? Or waiting for his mother's (who is a waitress and mother of five) next pay cheque to go toward a pair of new pants that actually fit. Too bad he didn't have a dad to take him shopping. Poverty--I do see it. Not just in my school and community, but everywhere! Downtown people on the streets beg for change. Is the girl who sits next to me in math class going to be there some day? Am I? To prevent this and to help others who are already caught in it, we have to start helping where we can. Should I bring this concern to my principal? Should I request a free-breakfast program for the needy in our school? How about free extra-curricular activities? Movies, sports, and possibly tickets to games and shows would be a grand success, guaranteed. They are just ideas, just one student's idea. But if one student doesn't voice her opinion, who will? Suppose I do work with my ideas. Maybe by next October, I'll spot a few people looking more alert in the mornings after having a "real" breakfast. Poverty is an issue in my school that I believe must be brought up and worked with. If all it will take is one voice to get things started, I am still here. Susan Parkinson is a Grade 9 student at Sir John Oliver Secondary School, Vancouver. Excerpts from a speech to the BCTF's Public Education Conference, April 12, 1997. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13114,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 1998 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 11, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 1998 New contract, new rights, new jobs By Garry Litke The new provincial collective agreement negotiated in the spring gives teachers an unprecedented right to audit staffing plans provided by school districts. On September 30, 1998, each district was required to send its non-enrolling staffing plan to the Ministry of Education and to the local office. Each plan listed the number of teacher-librarians, school counsellors, learning assistance teachers, ESL teachers, and special education resource teachers working in the district. Locals compared that plan with data collected by staff reps during data-collection week in late September. Teachers recorded their work on a version of the ministry’s 1530 form. A data-collection officer collated the forms, and in most cases, the numbers agreed with the board’s report. However, one board reported that every teacher who took a class to the library for a book exchange was a part-time teacher-librarian. Another board reported that teaching Career and Personal Planning (CAPP) was part of the counselling program. Some boards designated regular classroom teachers as special education teachers, and some blended learning-assistance assignments with special education. These and other disputes were referred to Vince Ready for expedited arbitration. In addition to the non-enrolling staffing plan, boards provided a plan for K–3 staffing on October 15. It detailed the staffing allocation for the district, and the actual K–3 class size. The data collected in each school was used to corroborate the board’s plan. Of the thousands of primary classes in B.C., only five cases were referred to Vince Ready for arbitration. Hearings began on Saturday, October 24, with a jurisdictional argument. BCPSEA argued that Ready could adjudicate disputes only if a board agreed it was not in compliance with the agreement, and had filed a non-compliance report on September 25. If boards had not reported otherwise, they believed they could not be compelled to participate in the expedited arbitration process. The BCTF argued that if that were true, any board could avoid the expedited process agreement by its own improper reporting. Ready agreed with the BCTF. BCPSEA is appealing the decision. Local hearings on K–3 disputes and non-enrolling issues began on October 29, and they are scheduled throughout November and into December. Settlements continue to occur as boards come into compliance, often on the eve of the arbitration. Every teacher who completed the 1530 form, every union rep who collected and analyzed forms, and every spokesperson who delivered an argument on behalf of teachers deserves recognition and praise for his/her part in the success of the contract implementation. Garry Litke is an assistant director in the BCTF’s Bargaining Division. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12070,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2001 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 13, Number 6, April 2001 It’s about time by Nancy Knickerbocker It’s about time for all the changes we’ve been striving for. It’s about time to stand together side by side. Our schools will always be the heart of our community. Let’s guide them carefully. It’s about time. The rousing chorus to the BCTF campaign song resounded into the halls of the Legislative Buildings as 700 AGM delegates sang and cheered to highlight teachers’ objectives in this round of collective bargaining. The 85th Annual General Meeting occurred over spring break at the Victoria Conference Centre, a short walk from the seat of government. At the lively noon-hour rally, held March 19, BCTF President David Chudnovsky was not at all shy about expressing teachers’ demands for a significant salary increase. "In the last nine years, teachers have received an average raise of less than 1% per year, and that is not even close to the rate of inflation," Chudnovsky told the crowd. "If our salaries had kept pace with inflation, the average teacher would have $24,000 more in [his]/her pocket today." With the teacher shortage across Canada and abroad, the B.C. government must ensure that salaries are competitive to attract talented young graduates and retain experienced teachers. Chudnovsky also warned Gordon Campbell’s Liberals that their stated plan to impose essential services legislation on teachers will result in unnecessary disruption in public schools. "Is education essential? You bet it’s essential, Mr. Campbell, but not in the way you mean," he said. "It’s essential that students in intermediate and secondary grades have smaller classes. It’s essential that Aboriginal students be given a better chance at success. And it’s essential that teachers have the right to full and free collective bargaining." Chudnovsky pointed out that teachers bargain for themselves, to be sure. But they also bargain on behalf of students and their learning conditions. "Many of the improvements in our schools have been achieved not through policy decisions by government, but by vigorous negotiations." He challenged the Liberals to articulate a positive program for public education, rather than proceed with an ill-advised plan that will inevitably provoke conflict. Other speakers at the AGM echoed Chudnovsky’s concerns. Jim Sinclair, president of the B.C. Federation of Labour, referred to the recent Alberta election, in which voters returned Premier Ralph Klein with a huge majority even though in "Ralph’s world," education and healthcare funding have been slashed. "Of course," Sinclair added, "it’s not always fun living in Glen’s world or Ujjal’s world either. You were outraged, as we were, by the suspension of CUPE’s right to strike during last year’s dispute." But the direction Gordon Campbell is taking as he heads to the polls "has to strike fear into anyone who cares about education in this province," Sinclair said. "In Gordon’s world, we’ll have charter schools and privatization under the guise of choice. In Gordon’s world, education workers have no right to strike. I don’t know about you, but I have no intention of living there, but I’m afraid we’re going to have to visit for a while." In another keynote address, Seth Klein, of the Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives, offered an assessment of the state of the B.C. economy as teachers begin this round of bargaining. The outlook for 2001 is good, with a predicted increase in revenues of $1.3 billion over the year. Even within the framework of a third balanced budget, Klein said, there is a great deal of room for fair wage settlements, increases to social assistance, health, and education, as well as new spending in areas such as home care, childcare, and social housing. Klein also debunked the theory that tax cuts will increase government revenues. "It’s an appealing notion, right? After all, it’s hard to say no when someone says you can have it all: tax cuts, increased revenues, and thus more money to fund healthcare and education, and other public programs. The problem is, the proposition is just plain wrong." In fact, he said, "the notion that tax cuts will stimulate so much economic growth that they will pay for themselves is a delusion." He acknowledged that tax cuts do offer a small economic stimulus, but even the B.C. Business Summit has admitted that its desired tax cut of $1.5 billion could only recoup one-third of its value. The rest would have to be paid for by cuts in government spending. Nancy Knickerbocker is the BCTF’s media relations officer. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=14160&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 1997 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 9, Number 7, May/June 1997 Children, Schools, and Poverty "Someday we have to decide what kind of country we want to be, what kind of Canada we want to live in." - Sandy Cameron, April 12, 1997 By Gavin Hainsworth Cameron's challenge was cited by speakers and participants alike at the third annual BCTF public-education conference, Saturday, April 12, 1997. Two hundred fifty teachers, parents, students, trustees, administrators, and support workers from across the province came together to begin changing challenge into action for their classrooms, schools, and communities. In response to motions from the BCTF AGM and Representative Assembly to make fighting poverty a two-year priority for the Federation, the conference provided an important forum for increasing awareness and translating that awareness into action. Since 1989, the number of two-parent families living in poverty has increased by 48%, and the number of children and families experiencing long-term unemployment has increased by 54%. "Poverty hits schools in different ways," stated Alice McQuade, BCTF president; yet "the public-education system is, in theory, blind to socio-economic differences in children and parents: poor kids, middle-class kids of two-parent families still together, and rich kids all come to school and have the same opportunity. No child should be left behind." Teachers, through their Federation, have worked to bring reality in line with this theory, stated McQuade. However, despite increased academic performance, and improved retention rates, teens who are poor are twice as likely as non-poor teens to drop out, "and as a result will experience economic insecurity throughout their lives." "Essentially, teachers are involved in social responsibility because issues, conditions, and concerns in society are inextricably enmeshed with learning and schooling," concluded McQuade. Heather-jane Robertson, co-author of Class Warfare: The Assault on Canada's Schools, and director of Professional Development for the Canadian Teachers' Federation, described the particular relationship that teachers have with poverty. "We don't look at percentages, poverty lines, or low-income cutoffs as statistical parameters we can manipulate: we see the faces of kids in poverty every day," stated Robertson, while demographically "many teachers are themselves only one generation from poverty…as the first employed professionals in our families." Teachers are in the vanguard of the struggle to protect the social safety net that is now under assault in this country. According to Robertson, to fight for its defence, we need to look at global forces that are undermining the concepts of nation-state and citizen. Quoting Benjamin Barber's book Jihad vs. McWorld: How Globalism and Tribalism Are Reshaping the World, Robertson described two competing, but mutually reinforcing global ideologies: Jihad, the new fundamentalisms of politics and religion, where "groups who are likeminded, or the same by race or class or religion, cling only to each other and blame others for their problems," and McWorld, "the materialistic, consumeristic, spread of nothing except the market, both in literal terms…and also ideologically and philosophically, [to the extent] that we can imagine nothing except the market as that which defines us." Neither vision has any room for the nation-state or citizens, both reduced to mere adherents or consumers. Neither McWorld nor Jihad is interested in democracy because it limits free flow of market forces and promotes the free flow of ideas. Governments, which should stand up for the poor, don't, stated Robertson. Instead, they follow the role described by Lloyd Axworthy: "Government should act like a high-class waiter in an expensive restaurant, efficient but invisible." By abandoning an active and visible role in society's and citizens' greater good, governments abandon their responsibility, stated Robertson. The high rates of poverty, the widening gap between the rich and the poor, and the world-wide abuse of human rights, are "the inevitable fallout of reorganizing the state along the lines of McWorld." High rates of unemployment, poverty, and uncertainty and "a safety net made of very cheap thread" also keep labour costs down to benefit the companies of McWorld. Only one-third of those who would have been eligible for unemployment insurance four years ago could claim it today; while the richest one percent world-wide saw their wealth increase by 60% in the last decade. A person working at minimum wage would have to work 80 hours a week to reach the poverty line. Kathleen Ruff, former director of the B.C. Human Rights Commission, characterized this flow of wealth as a "revolution, a transfer of wealth and power to a small privileged elite" whose "ideals are Victorian aged." This neo-Victorianism, according to Ruff, is to turn the clock back to time before "unpleasant inconveniences" to business interests, like child-labour laws, workers' compensation, and safety standards. "You could really make a lot of profits when it didn't matter if some workers lost their arms in the machines," said Ruff, and the unemployed "could either starve or go to the poor house." Charity served these Victorian interests as the poor had to beg and did not force their human entitlement or rights. Food banks do the same, stated Ruff. According to Ruff, the world's 358 billionaires control $762 billion in wealth, more than 45% of the planet combined--2.4 billion people! There is a "grotesque skewing of priorities" where UNICEF says world poverty could end for $34 billion, and $40 billion is spent world-wide for golf. Such statistics may seem overwhelming, but as Kit Krieger, BCTF's president-elect, stated, we don't see enough of the right kind of statistics in our media; instead we "see daily reports on stock rates, and baseball, and hockey scores" and rarely on the real poverty faced by all too many Canadians. Sandy Cameron, the principal author of a forthcoming BCTF lesson aid on poverty, urged conference participants to see the human faces behind poverty, and not to differentiate between child and parent poverty--a trap of defining "deserving" and "undeserving" poor. "We are potentially, all one cheque, one illness, one divorce away from poverty," concluded Cameron. The BCTF's "Children, Schools, and Poverty" conference was a valuable first step toward helping schools and communities think the world of all our children." Gavin Hainsworth teaches at North Surrey Secondary School, Surrey, and is a member of the Teacher Newsmagazine Advisory Board. ONE VOICE by Susan Parkinson The Oxford Dictionary of Current English explains poverty as "being poor," and poor as "without enough money to live comfortably." What do I think about poverty in my school? This is a hurtful problem that I think many students face, unfortunately. We must all be aware of as much as we can in our immediate surroundings. If people don't know what is happening, they won't care, and if they don't care enough, the situation can't be helped. Such is the situation at my school. I believe the reason I am unaware of the less fortunate people of my school is that they hide it from other students. They camouflage themselves to fit in: They wear basic clothes so no one questions where they got them; they tell their friends they had a big breakfast and are too full to eat more than a muffin for lunch; they tell them that they can't come over because (fill in an excuse here)--oops, already used that one twice this week. People blend themselves in, which is all right as long as they are not changing their true selves. So what about the guy in the tight yellow joggers half way up to his knees? Style unconscious? Or waiting for his mother's (who is a waitress and mother of five) next pay cheque to go toward a pair of new pants that actually fit. Too bad he didn't have a dad to take him shopping. Poverty--I do see it. Not just in my school and community, but everywhere! Downtown people on the streets beg for change. Is the girl who sits next to me in math class going to be there some day? Am I? To prevent this and to help others who are already caught in it, we have to start helping where we can. Should I bring this concern to my principal? Should I request a free-breakfast program for the needy in our school? How about free extra-curricular activities? Movies, sports, and possibly tickets to games and shows would be a grand success, guaranteed. They are just ideas, just one student's idea. But if one student doesn't voice her opinion, who will? Suppose I do work with my ideas. Maybe by next October, I'll spot a few people looking more alert in the mornings after having a "real" breakfast. Poverty is an issue in my school that I believe must be brought up and worked with. If all it will take is one voice to get things started, I am still here. Susan Parkinson is a Grade 9 student at Sir John Oliver Secondary School, Vancouver. Excerpts from a speech to the BCTF's Public Education Conference, April 12, 1997.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=20152,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 3, November/December 2009  BC school boards at crossroads By Noel Herron System decay—not decline—inevitable unless boards and all their provincial partners step up to the plate School boards now find themselves in an untenable situation as the pressure mounts to balance their books with virtually frozen budgets, increased inflationary costs, declining enrolments, new HST taxes, and the scrapping of an across-the-board multimillion dollar facilities grant by the provincial government, . Prior to this, with previous rounds of cuts (2001–03) many boards somehow managed to weather the financial storms and scrape by, but not this time round, as current cuts, or looming cuts, are too broad, too deep, and threaten the very integrity of our public school system. Up to now many boards, especially Liberal-friendly boards, appeared to look the other way by making a variety of cuts here and there while sadly allowing the provincial government to uphold the fiction that it was “protecting public education “ with adequate funding. But now it’s a different ball game, as many boards will face a doubling, if not tripling, of their shortfalls over the next two or three years, as a cash-strapped Victoria continues to put the squeeze on them. The process of destabilizing boards of education in this province is well under way. The mask falls off the misleading BC Liberal claim that it is adequately funding education when one examines the attached shortfall listing of 27 boards by the Centre for Civic Governance. And especially, when one realizes that the government has refused on three occasions since coming to power in 2001 to provide inflationary allowances. This latter strategy amounted to an annual, built-in, cut to programs and services. But the real wake-up call to recalcitrant school boards now comes with this year’s massive, last minute, across–the-board cut of $110 million to school maintenance and repairs. Take the case of the Liberal-friendly Surrey Board of Education (a previous Surrey board chair is the current Liberal Minister of Children and Family Development) with this year’s $9.53 million budgetary shortfall. The Surrey board lopped six days off the school calendar this year and initiated the new position of elementary principal/custodian for the daytime emergency cleaning of schools, in order to meet Victoria’s budgetary cutbacks. It now finds itself with a rain-soaked Johnston Height’s Secondary School after the province abruptly cancelled a previously approved $3.5 million grant. The board’s concerns were dismissed by our new education minister, Margaret MacDiarmid, with an arrogant, “This government clearly has its priorities right.” The Surrey situation is replicated in a variety of ways across this province as boards scramble to make last minute adjustments to their budgets. Vancouver, for example, was forced to cancel a $400,000 fire extinguisher check that is required by municipal regulation as well as its ongoing asbestos removal program, while the Okanagan Skaha School District has issued layoff notices to 50 staff members as a result of a $1.3 million cut to its budget. At the heart of this particular aspect of the debate are the issues of health, safety, and security of students in the midst of an H1N1 era. Practical, day-to-day, problems and questions related to a combination of cleanliness, hygiene, upkeep, and maintenance are now being raised in many school communities.. Some of these are: • Who, for example, will do the clean-up of vomit in a Grade 2 classroom, or the urine-splashed floor of a school’s washroom, if the daytime “principal/custodian” is not available in a Surrey elementary school? And how about the forcing of elementary principals to do snow removal as well? • Who is going to provide the in-class support for high-needs, special education students in North Vancouver now that this board will not provide substitutes for teacher assistants? • Who will explain to Johnston Heights Secondary School students in Surrey why they will have to spend another winter with water dripping into their school? • Who is going to explain to Vancouver parents that the safety check on their school’s fire extinguisher will not be done this year and, sorry, we also had to cancel the asbestos removal program in your school as well? Certainly not the BC Liberals who have taken this province’s school boards in hand, as you would a lemon, and seem determined to squeeze the last ounce of vitality and creativity out of them as the following cross-section of cuts demonstrate: • The BC competitive sports cut of $130,00 for secondary school athletes, widely criticized by the general public. • Parent advisory council cuts that impact negatively on hundreds of programs in almost every school district in areas such as funding for school playgrounds, school equipment and supplies, computers, field trips, school clubs, and in some instances, school textbooks. A marked increase in parental fundraising is anticipated as Victoria now relies more and more on parents to fund the system. This also accentuates inequality between schools. • Cuts to intensive autism programs for children under six on the pretext that more money (a very small amount) would go to more children as a result—this cut was later rescinded. • A cut of $150,000 to the Premier’s Awards program, which offered scholarships to high-achieving secondary students. • Cuts to small capital grants for childcare centres from $5,000 to $2,000 affecting the safety of physical space for young children. • Delaying, for four years, the introduction of all-day Kindergarten programs with the consequent loss of progress for thousands of students plus the long-range negative impact on the provincial economy. • Cuts to community-based supports and services to schools, i.e., childcare workers, performing arts groups, and preschool literacy programs. • The cut to boards’ facilities grants will, however, have the most far-reaching and multiplier effect. This will involve staff layoffs, program downsizing or cancellation (depending on how tightly squeezed the board in question is) in areas as diverse as learning assistance, special needs, regular classroom support (no teacher on call or substitute for classroom assistants when they are ill), English-as-a-second-language, counselling programs, and, especially, professional development workshops and in-service. The list goes on and on, as do the cuts—some large, some small—with a full listing of PAC cuts not available publicly until July 2010. Stealth, reversals, and obfuscation have characterized the two-month release of information by various ministries. The key question now remains: Will we be able to maintain the quality, world-class system we currently offer, or will we let the system decay continue, thus endangering the economic and social future of this province? Where do we go from here? With one, two, and possibly three more years of cuts, increased taxes, continued downloading, and post-Olympic debt, not forgetting the cumulative effect of previous cuts, the situation appears grim indeed. What if Victoria continues with the false economy of withholding next year’s facilities grant from school boards? This would amount to deeper cuts to core programs and services for students with irreparable damage to their future. Faced with today’s mounting problems and the darkening horizon ahead, there is an urgent need for strong advocacy in tough times by the provinces five key stakeholder groups. These groups are: BC Confederation of Parent Advisory Councils, BC Teachers’ Federation, BC Principals’ and Vice-Principals’ Association, BC School Superintendents’ Association, and the BC School Trustees Association. The impact of the recent unprecedented letter from provincial parents, teachers, school support workers, and trustees’ association outlining the negative impact of cuts on public schools will be examined in the next issue of Teacher. Our current, one-size-fits all, provincial funding system urgently needs to be adjusted to meet changing needs and unshackled from its rigid centralized control. All of these groups have not just a professional but moral obligation to step up to the plate and speak out on behalf of the half million students, currently in our K–12 systems. They also have to pointedly remind this provincial government that its spring campaign slogan to “Keep BC Strong” should have both meaning and substance if it is to retain its rapidly vanishing credibility within the education community. Make no mistake about it; we are facing not just decline, but decay, of one of this province’s key institutions, namely, our public school system. Noel Herron is a former Vancouver school principal and school trustee. A second article on school boards will appear in the next issue of Teacher. 2009–10 Preliminary budget shortfalls in 27 boards of education 8 (Kootenay Lake) $600,000 20 (Kootenay-Columbia) $476,500 22 (Vernon) $2.7 million 23 (Central Okanagan) $3 million 33 (Chilliwack) $4 million 36 (Surrey) $9.3 million 37 (Delta) $3 million 38 (Richmond) $4.2 million 39 (Vancouver) $7.I2 million 40 (New Westminster) $3.147 million 41 (Burnaby) $1.75 million 42 (Maple Ridge– Pitt Meadows) $3 million 43 (Coquitlam) $4.141million 44 (North Vancouver) $3.2 million 45 (West Vancouver) $1.3 million 51 (Boundary) $910,000 57 (Prince George) $2.2 million 61 (Greater Victoria) $500,000 62 (Sooke) $800.000 63 (Sanich) $3.644 million 67 (Okanagan Shaha) $1.74 million 68 (Nanaimo-Ladysmith) $2 million 70 (Port Alberni) $753,000 71 (Comox Valley) $726,397 73 (Kamloops Thompson) $4.3 million 79 (Cowichan Valley) $1.6 million 83 (North Okanagan Shuswap) $950,000 The above list of shortfalls in 27 boards of education was compiled by the Centre for Civic Governance. It was compiled from school board documents and reports in local newspapers and filed as of May 5, 2009. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/01/superintendent-of-greater-victoria.html?showComment0751326603143153,Staffroom Confidential: Superintendent of Greater Victoria received 10% wage increase Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Sunday, January 8, 2012 Superintendent of Greater Victoria received 10% wage increase The Public Service Employers' Council (PSEC) recently released the public disclosure of executive compensation for school districts. This comes shortly after we learned in the media that the Greater Victoria Board of Education secretly renewed the contracts of both the Superintendent and the Secretary Treasurer at the last meeting before the November elections when a new Board came into office. You can find the public disclosure here: http://www.pssg.gov.bc.ca/psec/disclosuredocs/sddisclosures11/sd61_11.pdf Given the government's steadfast insistence that teacher do not deserve to even keep up with inflation, never mind catch up with our colleagues in the rest of Canada, it is interesting to see the 10% wage increase (over one year) for our Superintendent. In 2009/10, Superintendent John Gaiptman received a base salary of $158, 711. In 2010/11 he received a base salary of $175, 073. This is an increase of $16, 362, or just above 10%. There is some complicated formula relating to averages across BC, but I was interested to read that although Greater Victoria ranks 7th in size, the Superitendent's salary and benefits rank 4th in BC. (See: http://www.langleytimes.com/news/136677488.html) In addition to this base salary, he receives another $32, 730 in benefits. Much of this is pension, but there are some other items included, such as "all reasonable expenses" for professional development, a home computer,  a professional association dues. He also gets a membership to a Health Club. Let's compare this to teachers in Greater Victoria. We received a 2% increase between 2009/10 and 2010/11 and we received a 0% increase this fall. (I don't know what Mr. Gaiptman received this fall, as the disclosure from PSEC comes at the end of the year). Teachers in Greater Victoria receive $87 per year for professional development - a number that has not changed since 1992. We have to pay our professional dues ourselves. We do not get a membership to a Health Club. For most teachers, in "category 5" with 5 years of university education, the starting salary is $48, 626 and after ten years of full time experience, the top salary is $74, 353. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 6:11 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 9 comments: AnonymousJanuary 8, 2012 at 6:30 PM And what does a superintendent do that is worth this much. And there are even worse examples where there are a number of them earning $200k+ and have cars as perks. What?ReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 8, 2012 at 8:03 PM A health club? Students are falling between the cracks and the superintendent gets a membership to take care of himself? What about meeting the needs of students in his school district?ReplyDelete KamloopsEdTechJanuary 8, 2012 at 8:15 PM Did you notice that some superintendents didn't take their vacation and instead got paid out up to $15K extra! What a contract. Maybe they should be forced to take or loose out and save the system. It also seems as a way for superintendents to further increase their wages.ReplyDelete LucindaJanuary 9, 2012 at 5:24 PM And his benefits have been re-negotiated since 1993. Teachers have been suffering with antiquated extended health and dental benefits since the last century! When was the last time anyone got a pair of glasses for $150? Yah, I thought so.ReplyDelete chalk_talkerJanuary 13, 2012 at 4:41 PM Tara, a colleague says this is not true and Gaiptman has refused the raise.ReplyDelete chalk_talkerJanuary 13, 2012 at 4:42 PM Tara, a colleague says this is not true and Gaiptman has refused the raise.ReplyDelete Tara EhrckeJanuary 14, 2012 at 9:35 AM No, as per the public disclosure linked to above, this is the correct amount that he was paid last school year. The public disclosure is signed by the chair of the board and the information would be included in the audit. Whoever told you this should check their facts. You can direct them to the public disclosure which is hosted on the government of BC website.ReplyDelete Rob PaynterJanuary 14, 2012 at 8:34 PM For convenience, the public disclosure link is http://www.pssg.gov.bc.ca/psec/disclosure/disclosure10-11.htm One item I found to be rather ironic is that BCPSEA apparently has no problem making use of reference salaries in Ontario, Alberta and Saskatchewan fro Executive positions but dismisses the same references when considering teacher salaries.ReplyDelete Rob PaynterJanuary 14, 2012 at 8:52 PM Hey Tara, just reread and realized you've already posted the link. Sorry. On the plus side, you shouldn't have to wait for PSEC to check on current salaries. According to the Public Sector Employers Act, executive contracts are public documents and must be available either on the employer's website or in hard copy at the employer's office for public review.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ▼  January (13) How to reduce income inequality BC Schools: A decade of choice, a decade of declin... What is fair and reasonable? Twitter tale - Consultation, Minister Abbott style... Alberta teachers in negotiations BCTF presents reduced set of proposals School boards discuss 'net zero' Will grouping by ability mean re-segregation? BC teachers describe workload issues at bargaining... BC public sector enters 2012 bargaining Superintendent of Greater Victoria received 10% wa... Should BC teachers get a salary increase? Myths & ... A year in review: waking the sleeping giant ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141003,www.facebook.com,https://www.facebook.com/BCTeachersFederation/posts_to_page?_fb_noscript=1,BC Teachers' Federation (BCTF) - Education - Timeline | Facebook For a better experience on Facebook, enable JavaScript in your browser, or switch to our mobile site. Facebook logo Email or Phone Password Keep me logged in Forgot your password? Create Page Recent 2014 2013 2012 2011 2010 2009 BC Teachers' Federation (BCTF) Education PublicCancelSave Changes People 10,127 likes About The BCTF and BC Teachers have a vision to make schools in BC even better. Read about it at http://betterschoolsbc.ca/. Kids matter. Teachers care. http://bctf.ca/ Photos Liked by This Page Insights West KindMob Press Progress Posts To Page Be the first to post on this Page.Write Post English (US) · Privacy · Terms · Cookies · Advertising · More Facebook © 2014 BC Teachers' Federation (BCTF) shared a link. 20 minutes ago A new documentary produced by Education International with support from the Open Society Foundations has been launched in conjunction with this years' World Teachers' Day. It follows teachers from all over the world - in countries such as A...rgentina, Togo, India, or Belgium - to shed light on what teachers’ everyday lives look like around the world. Entitled ‘One day in the life of a teacher’, the film highlights similarities and differences, as well as challenges faced by teachers today. With a strong focus on teaching and learning, the film also looks at the human beings behind the profession and the role of teachers in their community and union, and the consequences of current policies and reforms they experience. These teachers' voices are a strong reminder of the fact that quality education remains the basis for a sustainable, peaceful and prosperous future, the basis of a world in which education is a right and everyone has equal opportunities to participate in quality education. Watch ‘One day in the life of a teacher’ online here: http://youtu.be/H_YkoBhxmfY?list=PLEiOZH7z2caJoshpp6kb0C_w9JaxbkLdn See More TEACHERS: A DAY IN A LIFE Dawn is breaking. Teachers around the world begin their day being parents, partners, energetically charged, ignoring how the coming day will be. Each region ... Like · Comment · Share BC Teachers' Federation (BCTF) October 1 Our Provincial Specialist Associations are hosting their annual professional development conferences on October 24. Check out this calendar for some excellent ProD opportunities! http://www.bctf.ca/pdcalendar/index.cfm?action=day&date=41936 1Like · Comment · Share BC Teachers' Federation (BCTF) changed their cover photo. September 30 Like · Comment · Share BC Teachers' Federation (BCTF) September 29 Here is the BCTF’s Factum that will be presented before the BC Court of Appeal, October 14-16, 2014, in regards to our our BC Supreme Court win earlier this year. The government has claimed public interest immunity over cabinet documents. Consequently, all references to cabinet documents have been redacted. Appeal.http://bctf.ca/uploadedFiles/Public/BargainingContracts/2014-08-28-BCTF-Factum.pdf 48Like · Comment · Share BC Teachers' Federation (BCTF) September 22 Where did the BCTF logo come from? The Lamp of Learning logo first appeared in 1924 (top left) and was used in that form until 1943. The Lamp of Learning itself is commonly used by many teacher organizations around the world. Interestingly, the 1943 design (top middle) is the same as the present (top right). It changed for a brief period, 1986-1987, to a stylized version that in 1988 was changed back to the 1943 design. 2Like · Comment · Share BC Teachers' Federation (BCTF) September 22 Ad in today's Vancouver from BC Federation of Labour and affiliates. 368Like · Comment · Share BC Teachers' Federation (BCTF) shared a link. September 21 Let's keep up the call for more education funding to meet kids' needs. Where do your school trustees stand? http://bctf.ca/uploadedFiles/Public/ContactUs/SchoolTrustees2013-14.pdf bctf.ca bctf.ca 49Like · Comment · Share BC Teachers' Federation (BCTF) shared a link. September 20 · Edited Justine Hunter's article in the Globe & Mail that gives some of the details of events as they unfolded last weekend, leading to a negotiated deal at the bargaining table with mediator Vince Ready. http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/british-columbia/the-secret-meeting-that-broke-the-bc-teachers-impasse/article20712872/comments/ The secret meeting that broke the B.C. teachers’ impasse www.theglobeandmail.com As trust between province and educators’ union hit low point this summer, a chance encounter led sides to ‘extremely positive’ talks 129Like · Comment · Share BC Teachers' Federation (BCTF) shared a link. September 19 Thanks for your commitment and solidarity, K-12 CUPE members - See more at: http://www.cupe.bc.ca/news/commentary/3552 Thanks for your commitment and solidarity, K-12 CUPE members | cupe.bc.ca www.cupe.bc.ca As you all know, B.C. teachers yesterday voted to ratify the tentative agreement reached earlier in the week between the 39Like · Comment · Share BC Teachers' Federation (BCTF) shared a link. September 19 With a record turnout, 86% of teachers vote YES to ratification. BCTF News Releases www.bctf.ca This morning, after several days of intensive negotiations, representatives of the BC Teachers’ Federation signed an agreement-in-committee with the BC Public School Employers’ Association. The BCTF Executive Committee is recommending ratification. Teachers will vote on the agreement-in-committee on… 1Like · Comment · Share BC Teachers' Federation (BCTF) shared a link. September 18 BCTF President Jim Iker will report the results of the province-wide ratification vote here at 9:30 p.m. BC Teachers' Federation new.livestream.com Livestream.com Follow BC Teachers' Federation's profile on Livestream for updates on live events. 250Like · Comment · Share BC Teachers' Federation (BCTF) September 16 Thank you to all the parents, students, unions, community groups, and many others who helped us reach this tentative agreement. 1,085Like · Comment · Share BC Teachers' Federation (BCTF) September 16 Tentative agreement reached between BCTF and BCPSEA as of 3:50 a.m. this morning. Details not being released at this time. Here is the BCTF provincial bargaining bargaining table and table officers at the Delta Airport Hotel during negotiations from Friday through early Tuesday morning. 1,003Like · Comment · Share BC Teachers' Federation (BCTF) September 14 Massive rally and march in support of teachers this morning in downtown Vancouver. Thank you parents and other supporters across BC! 246Like · Comment · Share BC Teachers' Federation (BCTF) shared a link. September 13 Profile of Jim Iker in today's Vancouver Sun http://www.vancouversun.com/entertainment/BCTF+President+Iker+keeps+cool+under+fire/10200034/story.html Jim Iker keeps his cool under fire www.vancouversun.com In net, Jim Iker is calm and unflappable. With his trademark long hair flowing behind his goalie mask, he’s known by his old-timer hockey teammates as a guy with Zen-like confidence who plays a standup style but isn’t afraid to scramble and dive to make a save. He’s rarely rattled,… 40Like · Comment · Share BC Teachers' Federation (BCTF) shared a link. September 12 · Edited Deconstructing the spin campaign against BC teachers - A fascinating column by Georgia Straight editor Charlie Smith on spin, political war rooms, corporate influence on public opinion, partisan trolls in the comments section and digital bots in online polls. http://www.straight.com/news/728166/deconstructing-bc-liberal-spin-campaign-protect-christy-clark-during-teachers-strike Deconstructing the B.C. Liberal spin campaign to protect Christy Clark during the teachers strike www.straight.com The war for public opinion takes many forms. 159Like · Comment · Share BC Teachers' Federation (BCTF) shared a link. September 12 Unaffordable? Not at all, says economist Iglika Ivanova, especially compared to GDP growth projections.http://www.thetyee.ca/News/2014/09/12/Are-Teacher-Wage-Demands-Unaffordable/ When Government Says Teacher Wage Demands Are 'Unaffordable,' Are They? | The Tyee thetyee.ca Not at all, says economist Iglika Ivanova, especially compared to GDP growth projections. 150Like · Comment · Share BC Teachers' Federation (BCTF) shared a link. September 12 Boundary District Teachers' Association members sing news song written by new band teacher, Shannon Wolf https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zc7OMa7qGpM The Strike of '014 30Like · Comment · Share BC Teachers' Federation (BCTF) shared a link. September 12 Alberni District Teachers Union (ADTU) president Ken Zydyk secured the support of SD70 trustees Tuesday night in sending a letter backing teachers to Premier Christy Clark and Minister of Education Peter Fassbender. http://www.albernivalleynews.com/news/274782071.html#.VBKF2IC8E9k.facebook SD70 backs teachers - Alberni Valley News www.albernivalleynews.com SD70 trustees vote to send a letter backing teachers to the provincial government. 83Like · Comment · Share BC Teachers' Federation (BCTF) September 12 Peace River South Teachers' Association members greeting drivers on the Alaska Highway in Dawson Creek. 13Like · Comment · Share See More Stories Earlier in 2014 HighlightsAll Stories See More Stories 2013 HighlightsAll Stories See More Stories 2012 HighlightsAll Stories See More Stories 2011 HighlightsAll Stories See More Stories 2010 HighlightsAll Stories See More Stories 2009 HighlightsAll Stories See More Stories)
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(20141007,www.huffingtonpost.ca,http://www.huffingtonpost.ca/2014/10/06/liberty-village-photos-understand_n_5718165.html?ir=Canada+Living,33 Signs You Live In Liberty Village View mobile site October 7, 2014 Huffpost Canada Living ca Edition: ca Show/Hide Brasil BR Canada CA Deutschland DE España ES France FR Italia IT 日本 (Japan) JP 한국 (Korea) KR Maghreb MG United Kingdom UK United States US Region: ALL Show/Hide All Canada Alberta British Columbia Québec (en français) Follow Newsletters Get Canada LivingNewsletters Email address Enter Email Address Huffington Post Search Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search iOS app Android app More Log in Create Account Notifications 0 $USERNAME Profile Settings Logout FRONT PAGE Politics Ford Still Doesn't Understand Racism 51 Kenney Posts Photos Of Iraqi Children To Make Case For ISIL Airstrikes 91 Clinton: Canadian Help In ISIL Fight 'Indispensable' 44 Unvetted Judge Joins Supreme Court 42 Canada Sends Advance Team To Middle East 109 Go to Politics More in Politics The Pulse Stephen Harper You Might Also Like US Politics UK Politics Business Porn Company Has A Raunchy Deal For Air Canada Pilots 3 Sun News Just Lost Its Main Source Of Content; What Now? 48 Canadian Cities Surprisingly Unpopular Destinations For Workers 0 This Is How You Rack Up U.S. Roaming Charges While In Canada 14 Look What China Might Actually Build 47 Go to Business More in Business Small Business Money You Might Also Like Tech TechCrunch Autoblog WorldPost Spanish Nurse First To Contract Ebola Outside West Africa 518 It's Been 3 Weeks Since Anyone's Seen Kim And Rumors Are Swirling 91 3 New Findings On ISIS Weapons That You Should Know About 0 Kurds Face Massacre In Syrian Border Town As Turkey Just Watches 334 American Held Hostage By ISIS: 'I Am Obviously Pretty Scared To Die' 70 Go to WorldPost More in WorldPost Foreign Affairs World Elections Arab Uprising Afghanistan War Syria Crisis You Might Also Like Travel Impact Living 100 Pumpkin Carvings That Will Inspire You 0 Fried Maple Leaves Are A Delicacy In Japan, And We're Jealous 6 WATCH: HuffPost Readers School Us On Toronto's Real Must-Eats 2 Toronto Dubbed Fourth Most Livable City In The World 0 33 Signs You Live In Liberty Village 1 Go to Living You Might Also Like Healthy Living Food Recipes Divorce Women Parentdish Green Post50 Weddings Style Best Halloween Costumes For Men And Women 0 Most Offensive Products In Retail 3 Canadian Model Coco Rocha Is Pregnant! 4 LOOK: Matthew McConaughey Wears 'Dazed And Confused' T-Shirt 1 Go to Style More in Style Beauty Fashion Celeb Style Entertaining and Etiquette Stylelist Canada Wedding Style Home Style You Might Also Like Style (U.S.) Weddings Stylelist Canada Entertainment Kris Jenner Opens Up About The Late Robert Kardashian 6 Blake Lively Is Pregnant! 30 Mariah Carey Proves She's Not Lip-Synching 42 Is This Where George Clooney And Amal Alamuddin Honeymooned? 7 Pregnant Kelly Rowland Poses Topless In Black And White Photo Shoot 2 Go to Entertainment You Might Also Like Music Celebrity TV Moviefone Arts The Glamorous History Of Pin-Up Like You've Never Seen It Before 3 1 Here Are A Bunch Of F*cking Delightful Artsy Cat Photos. You're Welcome. 3 This Is What It Really Looks Like To Be A Modern Day Nun 8 New Animation-Inspired Art Show Will Make You Yearn For Saturday Morning Cartoons 0 Go to Arts You Might Also Like Books Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Religion Alberta 20 Puppies Found Abandoned In Field 6 Anti-Abortion Postcard Targets Tory MP.. Again 26 Mystery 'GPO Girl' Turns Up In Calgary 0 Jim Prentice: Time A Critical Factor In Alberta Worker Shortage 12 Go to Alberta More in Alberta Alberta Politics Alberta Business Alison Redford Calgary Edmonton British Columbia B.C. Teen Killed By Train Was Wearing Headphones, Texting: RCMP 13 Anthem Singer's Fall Is Lesson In Showmanship 3 Pastafarian Loses B.C. Driver's Licence Over Holy Colander 0 Elderly Asian Women Attacked In Vancouver 0 Lawyers Of Convicted Surrey Six Gangsters Want Mistrial 3 Go to British Columbia More in British Columbia B.C. Politics B.C. Business Christy Clark Vancouver All Sections News Canada Politics Canada Business US Politics US Business World Media Sports Education Crime Weird News Good News Daily Finance Entertainment Entertainment Music TV Celebrity Comedy Arts Books Moviefone Life & Style Living Style Home Healthy Living Taste Weddings Travel Parents Divorce HuffPost 50 Marlo Thomas OWN Tech & Science Tech Science Green Techcrunch Engadget TUAW Joystiq Voices Impact Women Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Religion College Teen Local Quebec (French) Calgary Montreal Ottawa Toronto Vancouver Winnipeg Mapquest Patch.com Our Mobile Apps: iPhone iPad HuffPost Live iPad Android Phone Android Tablet Living Healthy Living Food Recipes Divorce Women Parents Green Parentdish Post50 Weddings Fried Maple Leaves Are A Delicacy In Japan, And We're Jealous 2014-10-06 15:13:16 100 Pumpkin Carvings That Will Inspire You 2014-10-06 12:57:00 Fight Acne With.. Grapes? 2014-10-02 11:04:33 8 Co-Workers You Really Don't Want To Deal With 2014-10-06 13:52:27 Baby Elephant's Fall And Rescue Is The Only Pick-Me-Up You Need 2014-10-03 13:40:28 Canada's Blood Inventory Is 'Critically Low' 2014-10-01 10:13:18 One Of The World's 'Most Romantic Cities' Is Right Here In Canada 2014-10-04 12:02:22 World's First Baby Delivered Via Transplanted Womb 2014-10-05 19:38:24 Previous Story Next Story 33 Signs You Live In Liberty Village The Huffington Post Canada  | By Michael Bolen Email Posted: 10/06/2014 5:20 pm EDT Updated: 10/06/2014 6:59 pm EDT Share Tweet Email Comment tumblr reddit If you're trapped on a packed streetcar, headed for a hot date with a Metro lineup, this is for you. You hate the noise from Williams Landing (Williams Landing) You have made noise at Williams Landing You're an expert at dodging dog poop (Giphy) But you've stepped in some here Because in Liberty, a French bully is the new baby (Giphy) You dream of a new way over the train tracks (Flickr: Sean_Marshall) And have nightmares about waiting to get on to Strachan... The new Strachan bridge is finally open. Hoping for less traffic now #LibertyVillage pic.twitter.com/9U7QQDYLnM — Seamus O'Neill (@Torontoagent1) August 8, 2014 You feel like this about the never-ending construction And you think Atlantic is the perfect name for this street Because the distance to Strachan feels positively oceanic (Giphy) No wonder you're so excited about the footbridge that's on the way (Giphy) Like really excited (Giphy) You're sick and tired of having only one bus route And just the thought of the King streetcar gives you a panic attack I think the Eastbound King streetcar is just an elaborate prank played on commuters. @ttc pic.twitter.com/qUJXEda4rc — Patrick Dell (@patrickdell) February 22, 2013 No wonder you're so excited about this new (non-TTC) bus Fed-up with public transit? Crowdfunded bus hits the road this morning in Liberty Village. http://t.co/dqiRFglFaX pic.twitter.com/Q9hx4k1icT — TorontoStar (@TorontoStar) October 6, 2014 Like really excited Sometimes you want to kill the TFC fans on East Liberty (Giphy) But you still love going to TFC games (Giphy) Because there is nothing else like this in Toronto You upgraded from IKEA to West Elm/EQ3 for the first time when you moved to the hood But somehow your apartment still looks like this You hope there are spots in hell reserved for whoever is setting off the condo fire alarm at 2 a.m. ... And for people who move without booking the elevator (Giphy) (Giphy) You hate the Metro with the fire of 1000 suns... (Giphy) But you can't bring yourself to buy groceries somewhere further away The only thing you hate more than Metro is GoodLife Dante's inferno omitted one of the levels of hell; don't worry though I found it. Try the Goodlife gym in liberty village at 5. It's a treat — Zander Robinson87 (@ZanderRobinson) September 9, 2014 OMG there is so much cologne & spray tan at the goodlife in liberty village. — Abigail VanDenBroek (@bigail) November 27, 2013 I swear to David Patchell Evans that if this man-boobed juicer at Liberty Village Goodlife stares at me one more time, I will puke on him. — Lauren O'Neil (@laurenonizzle) January 8, 2012 But you can't bring yourself to work out somewhere further away You throw all your booze bottles down this Because WHY DOESN'T THE BEER STORE HAVE BOTTLE RETURN?!? But it's not all bad You're close to everything awesome And the views aren't bad either nice view ;) "@jenspbutler: Sunrise from Liberty Village this AM pic.twitter.com/a4FK4ZPgpo" — Rebecca (@Rebu23) March 13, 2013 (Giphy/Reddit) No wonder you (and what seems like everyone else) moved to Liberty (Flickr: Carlos Pacheco) Did we miss something? Email us your Liberty Village woes and wonders Related on HuffPost: Close  Toronto's Must Eats of   Where to get it: Alex Rei Dos Leitões Where is that exactly?: 202 Ossington Ave. (south of Dundas) Why do I need to eat this in Toronto?: Because, thanks to the huge number of Portuguese-Canadians in the city, we have churrasco joints that make authentic barbecue chicken (over charcoal, of course). Where to get it: Alibaba's Where is that exactly?: Oh, just about everywhere in the city Why do I need to eat this in Toronto?: Because chicken + veggies + whatever they put in their sauces + being everywhere makes for the perfect post-bar food. Where to get it: Allan's Pastry Shop Where is that exactly?: 3064 Don Mills Rd. (North York) Why do I need to eat this in Toronto?: A flaky crust, a whole lot of meat and a serious kick makes these Jamaican patties authentically amazing. Where to get it: The Burger's Priest Where is that exactly?: 3397 Yonge St. (north of Lawrence); 463 Queen St. W. (west of Spadina), 1636 Queen St. E. (east of Coxwell), 1599 the Queensway (Etobicoke), 7887 Weston Rd. #6 (Vaughan), 129 Lakeshore Rd. E. (Mississauga) Why do I need to eat this in Toronto?: Because it consists of a double cheeseburger, two grilled cheeses (used as buns) and a patty that has been called the best in the city. Where to get it: Bymark Where is that exactly?: 66 Wellington St. W. (Financial District) Why do I need to eat this in Toronto?: The original gourmet burger in Toronto, it's celebrity chef Mark McEwan's baby, made with grass-fed beef, brie and porcini mushrooms — and worth the $35 price tag. Where to get it: California Sandwiches Where is that exactly?: 12 locations to serve your veal needs Why do I need to eat this in Toronto?: One of the items that gets brought up as an "iconically" Torontonian food, we may not be the only city with this sandwich, but we make it really, really well. Where to get it: Chinese Traditional Bun Where is that exactly?: 536 Dundas St. W. (Chinatown) Why do I need to eat this in Toronto?: This dish of two-foot-long noodles, pork, chili oil, bean paste and bamboo is particularly well-made at this beloved (and notorious) downtown spot Where to get it: Caplansky's Where is that exactly?: 356 College St. (north of Kensington Market); also at the airport Why do I need to eat this in Toronto?: Caplansky's is probably the closest this city has to a Schwartz's and the owner, Zane Caplanky, is a staple in Toronto because of it. He's one of the people responsible for some of the biggest improvements in Toronto's food truck scene and his truck -- Thunderin Thelma -- serves up some solid beef bacon doughnuts. Where to get it: Carousel Bakery Where is that exactly?: St. Lawrence Market Why do I need to eat this in Toronto?: Because this could be the one food truly unique to Toronto, and when you get it here, it's the most authentic: just a bun and some peameal bacon. Pro tip: Add spicy mustard and/or horseradish. Where to get it: Dangerous Dan's Diner Where is that exactly?: 714 Queen St. E. (at Broadview) Why do I need to eat this in Toronto?: So that you can say you did. Check out what it consists of: two patties, four slices of bacon, two slices of cheddar, a fried egg on top, served with fries and gravy (and a can of pop). Where to get it: Drupati's Where is that exactly?: 1085 Bellamy Rd. N. (Scarborough) Why do I need to eat this in Toronto?: Because the bara is fresh and spongy, the filling is hot, and it's the closest approximation to the doubles you'd actually get in Trinidad. Where to get it: Fran's Where is that exactly?: #104-33 Yonge Street (at Front); 20 College St. (at Yonge); 200 Victoria St. (south of Dundas) Why do I need to eat this in Toronto?: There aren't too many diners in Toronto compared to major U.S. cities, and that makes Fran's special. Also special are the memories when you've been drunk off your ass and in serious need of a post-drinking meal to soak up that excess booze. Plus, it's always open. Where to get it: Nova Era Where is that exactly?: Five locations across the city Why do I need to eat this in Toronto?: These tarts can be found at practically any bakery in the city and have become a staple for those who ask "what can I bring for dessert?" Also, they're delectable. Where to get it: Fresh Where is that exactly?: 326 Bloor St. W. (at Spadina); 894 Queen St. W. (east of Ossington); 147 Spadina Ave. (south of Queen); 90 Eglinton Ave. E. (at Yonge) Why do I need to eat this in Toronto?: For vegetarians, Fresh is the easiest and best place to go with meat eaters, because they'll gobble up their (completely veggie) meals without a word of complaint. Plus, the veggie burger is perfect. Where to get it: Gandhi's Indian Cuisine Where is that exactly?: 554 Queen St. W. (east of Bathurst) Why do I need to eat this in Toronto?: Gigantic and easy to share, this roti has tons of flavour and doesn't skimp on the creamy sauces or tamarind chutney. Where to get it: Grand Electric Where is that exactly?: 1330 Queen St. W. (Parkdale) Why do I need to eat this in Toronto?: A delicious mountain of squid dressed like hot wings, piled high on a crispy tortilla and sprinkled with jalapenos? Um, sign us up. Where to get it: Gilead Cafe Where is that exactly?: 4 Gilead Place (Corktown) Why do I need to eat this in Toronto?: Because chef Jamie Kennedy is a master of many things, including local foods, but particularly these salted, crisp, adorably packaged french fries. Where to get it: Jumbo Empanadas Where is that exactly?: 245 Augusta Ave. (Kensington Market) Why do I need to eat this in Toronto?: Because the name of the shop doesn't lie, and the Chilean empanadas they serve up deliver with beef, chicken or vegetables (as well as the occasional grape or olive inside as a delicious surprise). Where to get it: Pizzeria Libretto Where is that exactly?: 221 Ossington Ave. (south of Dundas); 550 Danforth Ave. (at Carlaw) Why do I need to eat this in Toronto?: Because, love it or hate it, you need to try it at least once. This thin crust, Napoletana-style pizza comes equipped with plenty of options for toppings, all fresh and delicious. Pro tip: Order a cocktail. Where to get it: Mother's Dumplings Where is that exactly?: 421 Spadina Ave. (Chinatown); 804 Danforth Ave. (west of Jones) Why do I need to eat this in Toronto?: The pan-fried dumplings are basically Northern Chinese comfort food that's easy to share with friends and ridiculously addictive. Where to get it: Nguyen Huong Where is that exactly?: 322 Spadina Ave. (Chinatown); 5661 Steeles Ave. East, Unit 1 (Scarborough); 3255 Rutherford Rd. Building M#45 (Vaughan); 1625 Wilson Ave. (North York) Why do I need to eat this in Toronto?: Banh Mi Boyz may be the new star when it comes to Vietnamese subs in Toronto but this family-run shop has been serving pate-and-mayo-slathered baguettes since the '90s. Walk in and you'll see what makes Toronto so great. Behind the counter: a generation of immigrants who'll talk in Vietnamese but won't bat an eye when you ask for "no cilantro" in your order in English while a mish-mash of people from all walks of life all wait politely in line for delicious sandwich that'll cost you less than $4. Where to get it: Gryfe's Where is that exactly?: 3421 Bathurst St. (north of Lawrence), and distributed in various high end grocers around the city Why do I need to eat this in Toronto?: Because it's different (and dare we say, better) than a Montreal or New York bagel, tiny and light and fluffy and slightly sweet. Where to get it: Rol San Where is that exactly?: 323 Spadina Ave. (Chinatown) Why do I need to eat this in Toronto?: Good, reliable, no frills dim sum served with the authentic plastic tablecloths and a price point that everyone can get behind Where to get it: Samosa King Where is that exactly?: 5210 Finch Ave. E. (Scarborough) Why do I need to eat this in Toronto?: Crispy, flavourful and bite-size, these samosas are the non-greasy, cheap solution to the samosa problem you didn't even know you had. Where to get it: Sneaky Dee's Where is that exactly?: 431 College St. (at Bathurst) Why do I need to eat this in Toronto?: Layers of all the good stuff, with your guacamole baked right in. And accompanied by many pitchers of beer, obviously. Where to get it: Buk Chang Dong Soon Tofu Where is that exactly?: 691 Bloor St. W. (east of Christie) Why do I need to eat this in Toronto?: Because it's genuinely fantastic Korean food, made in an authentic way, with a price that gets you in and out under $20 for two people. Where to get it: Lee Where is that exactly?: 601 King St. W. (between Spadina and Bathurst) Why do I need to eat this in Toronto?: Susur Lee's classic dish has been recounted over and over again, but that doesn't make this 19-ingredient slaw any less delicious (or less fun) to eat Where to get it: Tiny Tom Donuts Where is that exactly?: CNE (and their store at 7323 Woodbine Ave. in Markham) Why do I need to eat this in Toronto?: Because there's nothing like getting your hands covered in sugary powder and keeping the paper bag from dripping with grease as you make your way through the Ex (or any festival around the city). Where to get it: Salad King Where is that exactly?: 340 Yonge St. (north of Dundas) Why do I need to eat this in Toronto?: Because it's massive, it comes quickly, and eating at Salad King is the default of so many people in downtown Toronto, it should be on tourist brochures Where to get it: Almost every major intersection (and quite a few non-major ones) Where is that exactly?: Canada.com has conveniently mapped them all out here Why do I need to eat this in Toronto?: Because for a long time, hot dogs were the only cooked food able to be sold on Toronto streets, and therefore, we like to think we've perfected the art of truly great street meat.  Share  Tweet  ✖ Advertisement Share this ✖ close Current Slide More: Liberty Village List Liberty Village Toronto Liberty Village Problems Liberty Village Facts Liberty Village Liberty Village Photos Things Liberty Village Understands Suggest a correction Around the Web Liberty Village - Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia - Old Toronto Down on Liberty Village? Don't be - there's lots to like Tory says SmartTrack plan would boost Liberty Village business Crowdfunded Liberty Village bus makes first run Crowdfunded Liberty Village bus hits the road on Monday Liberty Village, apartment complex for homeless veterans, opens in Amityville Liberty Village's Line 6 Crowdfunded Bus Could Face Legal Challenge From ... Crowd-funded bus takes a run at transit-starved Liberty Village Concern For Independent Living Celebrates The Grand Opening Of Liberty Village Could crowdfunding ease the King streetcar crush?   Click here to view Conversations Conversations Most Popular 100 Pumpkin Carvings That Will Inspire You Pinterest Fried Maple Leaves Are A Delicacy In Japan, And We're Jealous Lens On Japan WATCH: HuffPost Readers School Us On Toronto's Real Must-Eats CookiesandTomatoes.com Toronto Dubbed Fourth Most Livable City In The World Getty Images One Of The World's 'Most Romantic Cities' Is Right Here In Canada Getty Images 33 Signs You Live In Liberty Village FLICKR: CARLOS PACHECO 8 Co-Workers You Really Don't Want To Deal With Creatas Images via Getty Images 30 Halloween Costumes For Kids That Are Too Cute For Words Pinterest 30 Cute Costumes For Pets That Will Make You Want More Pets Etsy Where to Find The Best Cheap Eats In Canada Guu 'Healthy' Cereals Ranked By How Much Sugar They Have Kellogs/Kashi/General Mills Fight Acne With.. Grapes? Jim Delillo via Getty Images 8 Nuit Blanche Displays With Powerful Messages Twitter 20 Pumpkin Pie Ideas That Will Improve Your Thanksgiving Menu HP FOLLOW HUFFPOST Email Email Address Options HuffPost Daily Brief Living Get top stories and blog posts emailed to me each day.. Facebook HuffPost Living Twitter HuffPost Follow Living Follow Google Plus HuffPost Living RSS The Huffington Post Living All RSS / Feeds Phone Available on the App Store Android App on Google Play Get it at Blackberry App World Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search advertise log in make HuffPost your home page RSS careers FAQ user agreement privacy policy comment policy about us about our ads contact us Copyright ©2014 TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. "The Huffington Post" is a registered trademark of TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. All rights reserved. Part of AOL Lifestyle Use this form to alert a HuffPost editor about a factual or typographical error in this story. Notify message * Required * * * What kind of error is this? Choose an option Factual or typographical Comment moderation problem Rights and permissions Other * What is the correction? 0 count Describe the error here (1,000 character limit) * Type the words below so we know you are not a cyborg Sign me up for The Huffington Post's Daily Brief Thank you!)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/parents.aspx?id=4794&printPage=true,BCTF > Your child and indoor air quality  	For parents  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > For Parents > Safety at School Your Child and Indoor Air Quality Indoor air quality in schools has been discussed in the media, in particular problems associated with mould. The following is meant to assist parents in knowing if their children are at risk, and what to do about it if they are. Why children are more at risk when exposed to poor indoor air quality There are many reasons why children, particularly younger ones, are more susceptible to indoor air quality problems. Here are a few: their brains are still growing their immune systems are immature until age 10 to 12 they have smaller bodies and relatively greater lung capacities so toxic effects are greater hormonal changes and growth spurts can affect immune responses the symptoms of health problems related to indoor air quality are similar to childhood diseases and so often go undetected and not addressed smaller children breathe through their mouths they have higher respiratory, pulse, and metabolic rates Symptoms related to poor indoor air quality Children's complaints can go unnoticed because so many symptoms related to indoor air qualtiy are similar to those of childhood diseases and ailments. Here's a list of symptoms to watch for and then how to assess whether they may be caused by indoor air quality. stuffed nose cough headaches rashes runny and/or itchy eyes fatigue joint pain allergies palpitations wheezing shortness of breath nausea How to tell if your child is a victim of poor indoor air quality To be absolutely sure that your child's symptoms are not an indication of something more serious, you should of course seek medical advice. However, often the symptoms are so much like those of just flu or a cold, parents are unsure whether to bother a nurse or doctor. Here are some questions to ask yourself. If the answers are "Yes" then your child may be suffering from exposure to something in the indoor environment at school. Do the symptoms clear up overnight or over weekends when away from school? Do the symptoms reappear when back at school? Are the symptoms persistent? Are other children or staff at school experiencing similar symptoms? (If they aren't, it does not necessarily mean there's no indoor air problem as people react in different ways. Many remain unaffected by indoor air quality that makes another person very sick.) What to do if you suspect indoor air quality is a problem at your child's school It's important for parents to notify the school immediately if you suspect there's an indoor air quality problem. The principal can then investigate whether other children are similarly affected, whether teachers and support staff are similarly affected, and can go to the school's health and safety committee to begin inspecting for air quality problems. It's also important to investigate and find out the causes of any indoor air quality problems so that your child and others can be treated appropriately by medical practitioners.)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/contacts.cfm?page=isdept&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true,BCTF Contacts Home E-mail Lists Links A to Z Index Contact Us Help SITE SEARCH Quick Links BCTF formsBCTF NewsFrançaisLabour linksPensionsTeacher NewsmagazineTeaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Contact Us > ISD staff Income Security Division Note: Use the area code "604" and prefix "871" with the local number for the direct phone line. Administrative Staff Local E-mail Address Victor Choy 1949 vchoy@bctf.ca Chris Harris 1935 charris@bctf.ca Michael Kimmis 1957 mkimmis@bctf.ca Sarbrinder Lalli 1890 slalli@bctf.ca Drusilla Wilson 1925 dwilson@bctf.ca Mike Wisla 1891 mwisla@bctf.ca Support Staff Local E-mail Address Allie A. 1932 benefits@bctf.ca Lu A. 1955 benefits@bctf.ca Karen A. 1923 benefits@bctf.ca Linda Byrnes 1926 lbyrnes@bctf.ca Angela D. 1933 benefits@bctf.ca Marcus D. 1936 benefits@bctf.ca Charlotte F. 1934 benefits@bctf.ca Alison G. 1939 benefits@bctf.ca Sasha G. 1924 benefits@bctf.ca Doreen H. 1945 benefits@bctf.ca Megan H. 1956 benefits@bctf.ca Melissa H. 1931 benefits@bctf.ca Kim Leslie 1958 kleslie@bctf.ca Carman M. 1946 benefits@bctf.ca Elizabeth Maguire 1892 emaguire@bctf.ca Erin M. 1930 benefits@bctf.ca Sarah P. 1937 benefits@bctf.ca Lauri S. 1927 benefits@bctf.ca Dennis Shaw 1944 dshaw@bctf.ca Kerry S. 1948 benefits@bctf.ca Calum W. 1938 benefits@bctf.ca Larry W. 1928 benefits@bctf.ca About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy Close Window Print Page   Income Security Division Note: Use the area code "604" and prefix "871" with the local number for the direct phone line. Administrative Staff Local E-mail Address Victor Choy 1949 vchoy@bctf.ca Chris Harris 1935 charris@bctf.ca Michael Kimmis 1957 mkimmis@bctf.ca Sarbrinder Lalli 1890 slalli@bctf.ca Drusilla Wilson 1925 dwilson@bctf.ca Mike Wisla 1891 mwisla@bctf.ca Support Staff Local E-mail Address Allie A. 1932 benefits@bctf.ca Lu A. 1955 benefits@bctf.ca Karen A. 1923 benefits@bctf.ca Linda Byrnes 1926 lbyrnes@bctf.ca Angela D. 1933 benefits@bctf.ca Marcus D. 1936 benefits@bctf.ca Charlotte F. 1934 benefits@bctf.ca Alison G. 1939 benefits@bctf.ca Sasha G. 1924 benefits@bctf.ca Doreen H. 1945 benefits@bctf.ca Megan H. 1956 benefits@bctf.ca Melissa H. 1931 benefits@bctf.ca Kim Leslie 1958 kleslie@bctf.ca Carman M. 1946 benefits@bctf.ca Elizabeth Maguire 1892 emaguire@bctf.ca Erin M. 1930 benefits@bctf.ca Sarah P. 1937 benefits@bctf.ca Lauri S. 1927 benefits@bctf.ca Dennis Shaw 1944 dshaw@bctf.ca Kerry S. 1948 benefits@bctf.ca Calum W. 1938 benefits@bctf.ca Larry W. 1928 benefits@bctf.ca)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=14130&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > March 1997 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 9, Number 5, March 1997 Judgment on Nuremberg by Brian Latimer It has been 50 years since the Nuremberg Trials in Germany after WW II. Those trials were important in calling leading Nazis to account for their actions in the war. The Vancouver Holocaust Education Centre is now sponsoring an excellent simulation experience of the Nuremberg Trials for senior students. "Judgment on Nuremberg: A Student Mock Trial of Julius Streicher" gives students an opportunity to learn and to apply some of the legal and moral principles of Nuremberg and the lessons of WW II. By participating in the workshop, students gain insight into the complexities of the investigation and trial of suspected war criminals currently being held at the International Tribunal at the Hague. The workshop also provides an excellent springboard into understanding current Canadian issues of hate propaganda and freedom of expression. Simulations deepen awareness and understanding of complex processes and issues. Magee Secondary School's History 12 class threw themselves into recreating the Nuremberg trial of Julius Streicher, a leading Nazi who owned and published Der Sturmer (The Stormtrooper), railed against the "racial pollution" of Germany, and called for and supported the mass exterminations of the "final solution," but he may not have personally killed anyone. Is he a war criminal? The class was determined to get to the bottom of it. Excellent pre-trial preparation provided by Holocaust Education Centre's teacher's guide is available to all participants. Each student selected the role they would play in the trial: judge, court clerk, the accused, defence counsel, prosecution counsel, witness, and juror. Each participant was well supported with role profiles, documentary materials, and an easy-to-understand explanation of the role in proceedings. Lawyers had scripted questions and profiles of each witness to help them get to the crux of their arguments. Some of the students got so involved in their role that they did their own research on legal precedents and historical information that would help their side win the case! The class was given the use of the Holocaust Centre's simulated Nuremberg courtroom to stage the trial and was aided by expert facilitators, some of whom had participated in the actual trials in 1956 and who were able to quickly walk through the procedures. At a break during jury deliberations, the class watched scenes from the Academy-Award-winning drama Judgement at Nuremberg. The students assumed and acted out their trial roles in a very impressive manner, and after two intense hours of testimony and argument, they reached their verdict. The trial raises many interesting questions that bear discussion. Are people who tolerate racial slurs without comment really opposed to racism? Do journalists who write racist articles and editorials help create attitudes that might lead to violence and discrimination? Are they in any way responsible? By violently advocating genocide, did Streicher bear some responsibility for the exterminations that followed? Magee's Nuremberg judge and student jury thought so. One of the lessons of Nuremberg was that even in desperate situations people are responsible for their actions. Do today's advocates of hate and intolerance also bear some responsibility for creating hatred and the consequences it has? After much informed debate, Magee's History 12 class would argue that they do. Brian Latimer teaches at Magee Secondary School, Vancouver.)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "#FunFriday Fact: #BC has the highest small business employment in Canada. October is Small Business Month! Check out: http://t.co/20bcLmlvFP" @bcliberals - 03:55pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140925,www.familiesfundingteachers.ca,http://www.familiesfundingteachers.ca/net.ssl,404 Not Found Not Found The requested URL /net.ssl was not found on this server. Apache/2.2.16 (Debian) Server at www.familiesfundingteachers.ca Port 80)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "RT @nationalpost: Tories' temporary foreign worker overhaul is 'tragically misdirected': Christy Clark http://t.co/EV5YPyV9lC" @John_Yap - 02:49pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet ""Everyone laughed when I said I wanted to open a button store" http://t.co/4AVIQWDBfB #smallbiz #entrepreneur" @naomiyamamoto - 06:39pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=32633,BCTF News Releases  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources   For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development News Release Archives 2014  2013  2012    2011 2010  2009  2008 2007  2006  Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2014 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  April 17, 2014 BC teachers will issue 72-hour strike notice for low-level Stage 1 action In response to disappointing progress at the negotiating table where the Christy Clark government and employer’s association have not backed off from unfair and unreasonable demands, BC Teachers’ Federation President Jim Iker announced today that teachers will begin low-level Stage 1 job action that only targets administrative duties.    “On March 6, after over a year of negotiations, 89% of BC teachers voted in favour of potential job action to help secure a fair and reasonable settlement,” said Iker. “The overwhelming vote was a strong and decisive mandate from teachers to put pressure on Christy Clark’s government and the negotiators for the BC Public School Employers’ Association. Teachers hoped that the vote would encourage the government and employer’s association to back off key demands, strips, and unreasonable positions. “Unfortunately,” Iker said, “more than six weeks since that vote, the government and employers’ unfair positions have barely moved. The government and BCPSEA continue to demand concessions while ignoring the BC Supreme Court ruling on class size, composition, and staffing levels. In addition, the unreasonable 10-year term and salary proposals, which include up to two more years of zeros, are still on the table.” Stage 1 job action will start on Wednesday, April 23, after the Easter weekend. There will be no immediate school closures or disruptions to students. This first stage is administrative in nature only. Teachers will continue to teach, write report cards, communicate with parents, and participate in their volunteer extracurricular activities. During Stage 1 job action teachers will not: Undertake any mandated supervision of students outside of regularly scheduled classes, except as set out by an essential services order. Attend any meetings with management other than meetings of the worksite Joint Health and Safety Committee.   Provide principals or administrators with any routine printed, written, or electronic communication. Receive any printed, written, or electronic communication from an administrator. Be at a worksite prior to one hour before commencement of instructional time and one hour after the end of instructional time, other than for pre-arranged voluntary activities. “Despite our patience and our measured approach in bargaining, Christy Clark and her government are once again trying to provoke BC teachers and shut down BC schools,” said Iker. “Job action, even low-level action, is always a last resort because teachers care deeply about our schools and our students. That is why teachers are asking for smaller classes, more one-on-one time for our students, extra help for those who need it, and more specialist teachers to enhance every student’s educational experience.” Iker also explained that any escalation of Stage 1 to Stage 2, which would mean rotating strikes, will depend entirely on progress at the negotiating table. “Teachers expect the government to abandon the ill-conceived 10-year scheme, make improvements to working and learning conditions like class size, class composition, and specialist staffing levels as well as offer a fair and reasonable salary increase. Our hope is for a negotiated deal at the bargaining table and not escalating job action,” said Iker.  -  30  - For more information, contact Rich Overgaard, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell). Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/ResearchReports.aspx?id=5618,BCTF > 97ei03, Staff Committee Research Project  	BCTF Research Reports  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Publications > Research Reports BCTF Research Report Section XII 97-EI-03 Staff Committee Research Project The following is the text of the Introduction to the BCTF Research "Staff Committee Project: A Study of Staff Committees in Five Schools." A copy of the entire report may be obtained by contacting Charlie Naylor or Anne Field in the Research Department at the BCTF. School governance structures are being redefined in a number of Canadian provinces. In New Brunswick, school boards have been abolished, a move which is being considered in Ontario. In B.C., with the amalgamation of school districts, and in the context of increased centralization of the school system, governance structures are being re-examined. Changed governance is being introduced in other provinces to save money. One argument is that by centralizing decision-making, governing structures which exist at the local level become increasingly irrelevant and costly, so that by removing them duplication is avoided and less money is spent. Such simplistic yet persuasive arguments have resulted in the removal of long-standing democratic structures which have promoted community and employee input to decision-making. It can be argued that such changes reflect an international context of ideological change. In a recent paper on governance I argued that: It should not be assumed that changes in governance spring from desire for efficiencies or that the rhetoric of what they claim to state actually reflects the reality of what they may eventually mean. On an international level some of the most significant changes in governance which increase site-based governance at the expense of school boards have stemmed from two of the most reactionary governments in the western world: the United Kingdom and New Zealand. While the NDP is hardly in the same mold, significant changes to the B.C. educational governance structure may unwittingly unleash many of the same forces which have decimated the educational governance systems of new Zealand and England/Wales. The purpose of such governments in introducing new governance structures is not to increase empowerment but to destroy any district with a different ideology to that of the central government and to break the perceived power of teacher unions. Thus it can be argued that the twin strands of economics and ideology drive current changes in educational governance structures, which include proposals for abolition of district influence accompanied by some form of site-based management. Most of the changes are "top-down" initiatives. Central governing bodies claim that they wish to devolve power, a claim that might be treated with some scepticism. One might reasonably question what form of "devolutionî might come from such groups or why their members should elaborately and cheerfully plan their own demise. There appears to be a fundamental contradiction: why should those who manage or govern abdicate their power? The simple answer is that they don't, but they change the nature of governance or management in such ways that real power is maintained by the centre, as before, but far more responsibility is devolved. In this scenario those lower in the power structures make decisions with minor budget amounts while major budgets are decided centrally. They also potentially make difficult and unpopular decisions which appear separate from the strait jacket of fiscal control imposed by the central authority, be the authority a national government, a provincial government, or a school district. One might also believe that districts with substantially "devolved" structures would substantially reduce their central staff, but according to the recent Leithwood and Menzies (1996) report on school-based management: "Remarkably few studies indicate a changing role for central office staff or any downsizing in central administration." This would seem irrational. How can "management" be devolved but the central district administrations stay the same in terms of role or size? Governance changes are dressed in a rhetoric that suggests empowerment and innovation. It has been stated that site-based management is capable of "alleviating the morale-diminishing and effort-reducing effect of strong central control" (David (1989), quoted in Reitzug and Capper (1996) ). There appears minimal evidence from the research that those supposedly empowered actually believe that they have been emancipated, or that their power extends into any area of significance. Even some researchers appear to have bought in to such rhetoric in preference to reflecting a range of reactions to governance changes. The study of Langley's site-based management model by Brown and Ozembloski (1996) portrays a district "characterized by substantial discontent in the late 1970s" which now appears to have undertaken "voluntary district reform" through site-based management. The purported outcome of this reform -- a district with consensus that the imposed model is appropriate -- is news to many teachers and to the local teachers' association, whose many concerns with the current governance structure are not reflected in this research. If changes with governance structures have predominantly been top-down, what of other governance structures that have been promoted by teachers rather than senior district staff? One such structure is the concept of Staff Committees, which has been a key initiative supported by teachers. Staff Committees essentially aim to increase teachers' collective role in the governance of schools. Some Staff Committees consist only of teachers and others include school-based administrators. Various styles of Staff Committees exist, some with a strong governance role and others more advisory in nature. Few districts are supportive of Staff Committees which govern schools, as most believe that such committees should play an advisory role only. Hence there is still a gulf between what most districts view as devolved power and what is preferred by some teachers. Districts with a form of devolved governance want school personnel to advise on decisions in ways that comply with district parameters, or they want a school administrator who is essentially the business agent of the district to carry out the management role. The latter is devolution of a sort but hardly empowering to anybody but the agent. Nevertheless, a number of districts have agreed to contract language which enables the establishment of Staff Committees in schools. District trustees or managers rarely appear excited with or enthused by any governance model they have not developed. While the same argument could be said of teachers, it is reasonable to argue that those to whom decision-making is theoretically being transferred should have a greater say in the form it takes. However, not all teachers support increased teacher governance in schools, believing that involvement in governance detracts from what they see as their essentially pedagogical role. The separation of teacher views on governance from the concept of participation in governance is unexplored territory. It remains unclear whether some teachers are concerned about the concept of increased teacher governance or about their potential involvement in governing, In exploring the practices of a number of Staff Committees during this project it is clear that at least in some of the sites described, teachers are satisfied with the structures and choose their level of participation in ways that are manageable for them and which allow the committees to function effectively. The BCTF Members' Guide states the purposes of Staff Committees to be: to promote democratic decision-making in schools to ensure greater commitment to decisions to enhance professionalism and the quality of teaching While the language of such purposes may at first sight appear neutral, it reflects philosophies and values which stress greater teacher control of educational processes. Promotion of democratic decision-making challenges hierarchical systems of organization and management. As such, Staff Committees may be seen as problematic by managers and governors. However, the development of Staff Committees reflects not only a desire to increase teacher influence but also stresses teachers' responsibility and professionalism, by encouraging teachers to participate in consideration of organizational and policy issues which affect students' learning and teachers' work. BCTF policy reflects a belief that such participation is a valid form of professional engagement. Policy provides a rationale for the existence of Staff Committees. Building on policy has involved both the negotiation of language in collective agreements and the work of many locals and BCTF staff to support the development of Staff Committees through training and facilitation. The Staff Committee project is a collaborative project involving teachers and BCTF Research staff. The impetus for BCTF Research to initiate this study came from the BCTF "Report of the Task Force on Changing Roles and Responsibilities of School Personnel," which recommended: "that the BCTF institute a program of support for locals and school staffs in developing and improving the operation of staff committees." (page 77) The Case Study project is the BCTF Research contribution to meeting this recommendation. We have two aims in writing the Case Studies. By describing Staff Committees we can more closely identify key components and good practices. By finding such components and practices, other school staffs may consider a variety of approaches to developing or improving their own Staff Committees. The second aim is to assist the BCTF to develop new Staff Committee training materials. The Case Studies show that there are many forms of Staff Committees existing in BC schools. In some schools the whole staff may be the Staff Committee, while in others a smaller elected group exists. Some committees have a governance role while others are advisory in nature. There is much to learn from the examples of Staff Committees that teachers have shared and documented, including concepts, processes, and skills. The reports are written by teachers with the support of BCTF Research staff. Each teacher involved in the project was provided with release time, initial research training, and on-going support as required. By involving teachers as the central research agents we hope to further promote the concept of teachers as researchers and to bring the skills and knowledge of practitioners to the heart of the research process. Charlie Naylor, BCTF Research References BCTF (1994). Report of the Task Force on Changing Roles and Responsibilities of School Personnel. Brown, D. J., Ozembloski, L.W. (1996). One Canadian District's Road to Substantial School-Based Management. International Journal of Educational Reform, vol. 5 no. 4. Leithwood, K., Menzies, T. (1996). The Knowledge Base for Educational Reform, prepared for the Ontario Ministry of Education. Naylor, C. (1996). Governance in the BC Education System, internal BCTF brief. Reitzug U. C., Capper, C.A. (1996). Deconstructing Site-Based Management: Possibilities for Emancipation and Alternative Means of Control. International Journal of Educational Reform, vol. 5 no. 1. About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/PEA-Newsletter.aspx?id=23414,BCTF > PEA Newsletter #5, June 21, 2011  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development PEA newsletter archives 2013-14  2012-13  2011-12    2010-11  2009-10    Home > Publications > Newsletters and Alerts > Public Ed. Advocates Newsletter > 2010-11 Archives Public Education Advocates Newsletter  June 21, 2011, Issue #5  BC Supreme Court Decision “a tremendous win for kids”   The BC Supreme Court ruling striking down Bills 27 and 28 is “a tremendous win for kids. Now is the time to get learning conditions back to where they were in 2001 at the very least,” said Susan Lambert, BCTF president. The bills, imposed in 2002, enabled the provincial government to strip class-size and composition guarantees from teachers’ contracts, eliminate more than 3,000 teaching positions, and cut at least $275 million from the education budget every year over the past decade. The recent BC Supreme Court decision, declaring Bills 27 and 28 invalid, puts the onus squarely on government to rectify inadequate conditions. The government has decided not to appeal the decision, and has appointed Paul Straszuk of the Public Sector Employers’ Council to begin the initial phase of the consultation with the BCTF. The government not consulting in good faith?  Lambert said teacher representatives have received conflicting messages in the initial phase of talks with government over the Supreme Court decision.  Government says it “is interested in discharging its obligation,” yet continues to pursue the same policy objectives of “flexibility and choice” and would not rule out “corrective legislation” that would be the same or similar to the bills already found to be in violation of the Charter. Lambert emphasized that the BCTF is serious about securing positive change in classrooms, not participating in pro forma consultations that will only further erode students’ opportunities and teachers’ rights. Susan Lambert emphasized; “The government’s first obligation is to repeal the unconstitutional legislation, and its second obligation is to remove the financial straitjacket from school boards, restore the funding, and put in place the services kids need by next September.  “They don’t appear to have learned anything from the ruling,” Lambert said. “They continue to pursue cuts to the system when what we really need is significant reinvestment. Only by substantially increasing funding will school boards have the real flexibility they need to provide quality programming with a range of choices to meet the needs of all students.” The government has a year to rectify the Supreme Court decision but school districts are in the process of finalizing budgets for the year 2011–12. It appears quite likely students will have to endure another year of oversized classes and inadequate support and resources.  Better Schools for BC  This spring, the BCTF published a foundation document that articulates our vision and values for public education, as well as strategies for improvement. Our new publication, Better Schools for BC, examines the building blocks for positive change. To read the full document, go to: http://bctf.ca/uploadedFiles/Public/Publications/BetterSchoolsForBC.pdf  The BCTF speaks out about the College of Teachers  The BCTF and Minister of Education George Abbott, have met on the issue of the role of the College of Teachers several times since October. Yet the question “what are we trying to fix” remains unanswered. There is no indication that there has been any change in thinking on the part of the minister, despite all of the consultation meetings.  More... BCTF poised to take strike vote  Although the BCTF and its locals have been bargaining since the beginning of March, progress so far has been limited.  Susan Lambert points out: “We’re facing resistance at both local and provincial tables, with the BC Public School Employers’ Association stalling on the split of issues and local trustees refusing to bargain anything of substance.” We are taking a strike vote to increase pressure on the bargaining tables to achieve improvements that are crucial to our ability to continue to provide quality public education for all. Our objectives are clear and simple: restoration of class-size and composition guarantees improvements to salary and benefits, including prep time local bargaining as the best solution to local problems Teachers have a proud history of advocacy for improving public education services in BC. We’ve done our best for kids and spoken out for their needs. See more...   Next steps for the Great Schools Project  You are invited to participate in the next phase of the work of the Great Schools Project.  Join the discussion on Friday, July 15, from 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. as part of a symposium sponsored by the SFU Faculty of Education and centre for the study located by the Surrey Central Skytrain Station. More... More information?   Need to know more about funding cuts to public education? Visit http://stopeducationcuts.org/. Follow STOP EDUCATION CUTS on Twitter Sign up today! http://twitter.com/#!/stopK12cuts  Learn how BC communities are promoting the Living Wage campaign. Vancouver Parents for Successful Inclusion is an advocacy group trying to ensure inclusion for children in the K–12 years: http://vpsinclusion.net/WhoWeAre.html  If you know of anyone interested in advocating for public education, forward this newsletter or ask them to visit http://www.bctf.ca/publications/PEA-Newsletter.aspx?id=21972. Anyone can join by registering for the Public Education Advocates newsletter. Follow the BCTF on Facebook http://www.facebook.com/BCTeachersFederation or Twitter http://twitter.com/#!/bctf     Email Facebook Twitter Friend of public education? Join our e-mail list to read about the issues and get involved. About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/BCTF-research.aspx?id=24445,BCTF>Personalized learning: The UK-BC connection, November 23, 2011  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development BCTF-Research Archives 2012-13 2011-12  2010-11  2009-10  2008-09  Home > Publications > BCTF Research > BCTF-Research List > 2011-12 Archives Personalized learning: The UK-BC connection On the UK website of “Born to Learn” there is an unusual, somewhat emotional, yet compelling article, Matters for very serious consideration, which outlines the evolution of the 21st century/ personalized learning movement in the UK. What makes the article of particular interest to BC educators is its claim that while the concepts of 21st century/personalized learning are being ignored in the UK, they are being adopted in BC: These are the ideas and recommendations now being taken up within British Columbia as quickly as they are apparently being ignored in England. School District # 64, Gulf Islands, is identified as a school district where these ideas are being explored in practice. The document recounts a fascinating history of John Abbot’s failed attempts to interest successive UK governments in his ideas since 1993. In one of the most stunning revelations, he quotes the Director of the Policy Unit at a meeting in the Prime Minister’s residence at 10 Downing Street, who, in speaking to John Abbot, said: “Much to my surprise I can’t really fault your theory. You are probably educationally right; certainly your argument is ethically correct. But the system you are arguing for would require very good teachers. We are not convinced that there will ever be enough good teachers so, instead, we are going for a teacher-proof system of re-organising schools—that way we can get a uniform standard.” In 2010, a 21st-century-learning initiative paper was written for a British Columbia audience, entitled “Schools” in the future: What has to change and why? It concluded by saying: Once the entire system is redesigned on the basis of constructivist and enquiry-based practice, then student dependence on teachers at school will begin to decrease with age. This will allow a growth in student choice and responsibility so escaping from the present dilemma of squeezing out-dated systems to perform in ways which truly release human potential at hitherto unprecedented levels. As outlined in a BCTF Research discussion paper, 21st century learning—Widening the frame of focus and debate, there is much to support in areas such as constructivist and inquiry-based practice, yet there are also many systemic support questions and issues which have yet to be addressed in BC. These include governance, accountability, technology support, teacher education, sustainability/social justice, and subject hierarchies. Other issues which have been articulated since the discussion paper was published include concerns over pressure on students to bring their own mobile phones/laptops, etc., to school, potentially creating a new “digital divide” between “have” and “have not” students, and whether personalized learning is essentially a cost-cutting measure if more students complete online courses and fewer teachers are employed in a smaller number of schools. Sources: Matters for very serious consideration, http://www.born-to-learn.org/the-ideas/matters-for-very-serious-consideration School District # 64, Gulf Islands, website, http://www.sd64.bc.ca/programs.html “Schools” in the future: What has to change and why, http://www.born-to-learn.org/site/wp-content/uploads/Schools-in-the-Future-April-2010.pdf 21st century learning—Widening the frame of focus and debate: A BCTF discussion paper, http://www.bctf.ca/uploadedFiles/Public/Issues/21CL/21CL-DiscussionPaper.pdf Submitted by Charlie Naylor BCTF Research, cnaylor@bctf.ca November 22, 2011 This item will be saved on the BCTF’s website in a list archive at http://www.bctf.ca/publications/BCTF-research.aspx  Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media last tweet "" @ - 12:00am Follow @ last post "" facebook/ - Jan 1st Like Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/AboutUs.aspx?id=18946,Going to Victoria > Geoff Peters  	About us  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > About Us > History > Bargaining History > Teachers Take a Stand Going to Victoria: Teachers talk to MLAs Geoff Peters, Coquitlam The MLA lobbying at the legislature went well today. I attended as part of a group of teachers representing the Professional Issues Advisory Committee and the Working and Learning Conditions/Bargaining Advisory Committee. We met with the labour critic, Chuck Puchmayr, and MLAs David Cubberly (Saanich South), Norm McDonald (Columbia River-Revelstoke), and Colin Hansen (Vancouver Quilchena). All sessions were very useful in educating NDP MLA’S who either showed interest in the issues or asked questions and listened politely. I would like to suggest that the Federation continue this lobby until every MLA has been visited at least once. I don’t think it would hurt for different teachers to revisit MLA’s already visited, because the messages will come from different perspectives. I think it is best to have teachers lobby their own MLAs, but it also works well to do so in pairs. It’s important for teachers to be introduced in the House because it shows that teachers are serious and want to speak to MLAs on both sides of the House. Geoff Peters, member of the Working and Learning Conditions/Bargaining Advisory Committee About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=14270,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 20, Number 2, October 2007 Readers write Lessons from Europe This summer, I toured France, Italy, Morocco, Spain and Portugal. Eighteen airports later and countless security checks (the most bizarre being Heathrow where we were required to shuffle shoeless through some type of screening device), I was glad to be home. As beautiful as Paris, Venice, Marrakech, Madrid, and Lisbon are—nothing compares to the beauty of our island in the Pacific. However, there are a few things we could learn from Europe and North Africa. Lights in hotels and public buildings are motion sensitive; air conditioners automatically turn off when you open a door or window; your hotel key card must be inserted into the wall in order to use the lights. Windmill generators are everywhere. Cars are compact and fuel-efficient. Public transport is reasonable and accessible. In every country there was evidence of reduction in energy consumption, on a large and small scale. Not so in beautiful British Columbia. In not one country, including North Africa, did I witness homelessness, people in despair, beggars, and addicts to the same degree as I see everywhere in BC. Does this mean those issues do not exist in Europe? Of course not, there will always be those who are struggling with mental illness, addictions, disabilities, abuse, and neglect. The difference is, there is money allocated to social and rehabilitative programs. They have also taken the Kyoto Accord seriously. Currently in BC, one in four children lives in poverty. That is six to nine students in every class. As teachers we know how this impacts learning and well-being. I find this statistic shocking, although as a school counselor I am not surprised. I listen firsthand to the desperate experiences students share with me and not one of those students has expressed a desire to grow up without the prospect of a safe place to sleep, food in their tummies, and someplace to turn to in difficult times. To paraphrase a very wise person, the true measure of the worth of any civilization is the degree to which it takes care of its most vulnerable members. In this, British Columbia has failed miserably. The entire world will bear witness come the 2010 Olympics. A superficial "cleanup" will not hide the truth. How do we want to be remembered? Susanna Kaljur, Comox Valley Thank you from North Ridge The staff of North Ridge Elementary School would like to thank the many individuals and school staffs who have sent kind words and wishes, gifts and tributes, as well as messages of condolence on the loss of Manjit Panghali, a valued teacher and friend. The North Ridge community is reassured by your support and comforted by the warm thoughts of our colleagues and friends throughout the Surrey School District. Messages of support and condolence have come from as far as Bulkley Valley district as well as schools in Lower Mainland districts. Again, we thank all those who have sent kind words of understanding and wishes for healing. We remain emotionally devastated by the loss of Manjit, a beloved staff member and friend, but we have been sustained by the support of our community and by continuing to meet the needs of the students of North Ridge who Manjit cared for and loved so much. In sincere appreciation. Bob Insell, on behalf of the staff of North Ridge Elementary TOCs and seniority callout Kendra Litke in her article on TOCs and seniority callout, (September 2007, Teacher) presumes (quite rightly) the competence and professionalism of teachers on call, and argues that a "by request" system, makes implicit judgment of individual TOCs, and by doing so, attacks that professionalism. The latter presumption bothers me. Would that mean for instance that a teacher who nominates a colleague for "Teacher of the Year" (sponsored by several PSAs of the BCTF) is, in that positive act, passing negative judgment on other unknown individual teachers? That aside, I am deeply offended by Litke’s astonishing claim that individual teachers who currently use the request system may make their choice based on "nepotism and friendship networks." Now that is a quite explicit attack on the professionalism and integrity of individual teachers. John Barnet, Surrey Teacher newsmagazine censorship? Please tell me if I am missing something. As a retired teacher, it is difficult to keep up with the latest news on the education scene. It was therefore very illuminating to have received two issues of the September 2007 Teacher newsmagazine of the BCTF. Both issues were identical in every respect save one—an article appearing on page 5. The first September issue contained a somewhat innocuous article entitled "BCTF Labour dispute, Four-day strike, four-week lockout," written by Peter Owens. The article outlined, in a straightforward chronological manner, the history of the labour dispute between the BCTF and the BCTF staff union (Communications, Energy, and Paperworkers, Local 464). This dispute resulted in the longest shutdown of services (five weeks) in the history of the BCTF. In the second September issue, received two weeks later, Owens’ labour dispute article is completely missing, and has been replaced by two articles: "The rich and the rest of us" and "CCPA launches new web site." According to The Vancouver Sun, September 26, 2007, the BCTF halted distribution of the newsmagazine, pulled the Owens article, and then resumed distribution. I guess I was one of the lucky ones who received both the before and after censorship issues. As if it weren’t painful enough observing the two unions, members of which were my former colleagues, locked in a particularly nasty set of negotiations, the BCTF then took the unprecedented unilateral and undemocratic step of censorship of an informative article from the Teacher newsmagazine. It is indeed ironic that the BCTF had allegedly been trying to strip the CEP 464 contract, including retiree benefits, in a similar unilateral manner to the provincial government stripping of teacher contracts. As teachers, we always considered that "the BCTF is us." Given the shameful example of these internal battles culminating in such blatant censorship, I’m no longer certain that’s true. Such reprehensible tactics have no place in union negotiations. Ken Abramson, Retired teacher, Vancouver Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "October is #FosterFamilyMonth. Thank you #BC for opening your homes and hearts to more than 5,900 children and youth." @John_Yap - 11:14pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/04/parents-take-note-bill-36-is-attack-on.html?showComment=1335585164271,Staffroom Confidential: Parents take note - Bill 36 is an attack on you Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Friday, April 27, 2012 Parents take note - Bill 36 is an attack on you Having successfully removed teachers as an "obstacle" to the BC Education Plan, yesterday George Abbott introduced enabling legislation to change the school year, day, and total instructional time provided to students. Bill 36 removes the requirement for School Boards to follow the standard school calendar, and most importantly allows the Minister to change, through regulation, the minimum number of instructional hours in the year. It also enables more online and blended learning for all grade levels and the introduction of fees for International Baccalaureate programs. Although the media has focused on the school year, the scariest part of this legislation is the change to the minimum number of instructional hours through regulation. Here is the actual section of the Bill, which allows the Minister to: prescribing the minimum number of hours of instruction that a board must offer to students enrolled in the schools in its school district, including prescribing that there is no minimum number of hours of instruction for prescribed classes of students, schools or educational programs; If parents are wondering what this might look like, then look no further than the changes that have taken place in the delivery of Planning 10. In some schools in BC, every grade 10 student goes to the gymnasium once a week for a lecture (this can be in excess of 100 students). There is no or little further instructional time for these students. The remainder of the course is taught through a "blended" model with online components or simply assignments that are done on the student's own time and handed in. The instructional time goes from 400 minutes per week in a class with 30 students, to 80 minutes per week in a class with 100 or more students. Typically this can reduce the teacher hours needed by half. This already happens at a school in my District, Greater Victoria. Here is the "rationale" for the over-sized class buried on our Class Size report (http://www.sd61.bc.ca/super/Spotlight/September_30th_2011_Class_Size_Report.pdf): Students meet weekly as a whole group with the two Vice Principals before dividing into smaller groups. Students work independently, frequently in small groups on specific projects. The Vice Principals requested this configuration. Under Bill 22, teachers will simply be told to accept this configuration and class size. No limits will exist. Under Bill 36, students will simply be told to accept this configuration. No minimum instructional time will exist. Currently, for any class this large, there had to be smaller classes to compensate, because the School Act had class size averages required. So perhaps there was some rationale for doing this for some classes to enable smaller classes in more challenging subject areas. Now, under Bill 22 and Bill 36, a District can configure as many of these classes as they want. A brief look at the success rates of self-directed online learning with inadequate instructional time and teacher support shows that these programs are dismal failures. Even with supports distributed learning completion rates are much lower than in a "brick and mortar" school (see for instance, this North Vancouver school report: http://www.nvsd44.bc.ca/en/DistributedLearning44/~/media/Programs/Distributed%20Learning/2010-2011/PDFs/DL%20School%20Plan%20Final.ashx). In the US, where some states are requiring students to take at least one course in an online or blended model, the failure rates are similarly poor. Independent, self-directed, blended learning works for a small segment of the population. It is not particularly successful for the majority of teenagers. At this age, students need motivation, structure, face to face instruction, and social interaction. Reducing instructional time will worsen student outcomes for the majority of students. This is all about saving money and gutting the public education system. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 8:32 AM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 6 comments: LucindaApril 27, 2012 at 10:59 AM This is also an attack on families where there is no adult at home during the day. If children as young as five can take online courses there has to be adequate supervision of those children when they are not in class. In Maple Ridge, the so-called elementary "cyber school" has been excluding certain SES families for years. And the "lap top program" at a local high school requires students to provide their own laptop computers. This legislation means that across the province, lower SES students will not be able to avail themselves of such opportunities and their "choices" at the physical school itself will be further narrowed. Furthermore, in high schools, teacher-librarians are increasingly asked to "supervise" (ie. not teach) large numbers of students who require a place to work on their online courses using the school's computers or the students' own. Where else can kids go when they have empty blocks instead of classes, and work to do but no space to do it? This is so aggravating for teacher-librarians whose amazing skills are not adequately exploited.ReplyDelete Mrs. Tara FairbrotherApril 27, 2012 at 12:17 PM As a high school teacher I have seen kids fail online courses again and again because teenagers are simply for the most part not self motivated. It is difficult enough for an adult to stay focused, if this becomes a reality many students and parents will suffer and as a consequence I hope they over throw this government and this ridiculous bill.ReplyDelete ALinthelibraryApril 27, 2012 at 8:52 PM This bill is a direct result of districts like Nanaimo that refused to allow my daughter to register in an online course she was interested in doing on her own time. Why? She is in grade 6. It would have been no skin off their nose to let a bright kid challenge herself, but NO all they could do was tell her it was against policy. Now it isn't and they can suck it up and register her. Any policy that stands in the way of a kid who wants to learn and is asking to learn is stupid to say the least.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeApril 28, 2012 at 11:30 AM The problem will be not with the addition of DL courses as a choice, but with the replacement of options in schools with DL. There is also an impact on what schools are able to offer when large numbers sign up for DL. I know in Victoria there already has been an impact on high school PE offerings because so many students sign up for PE online.Delete Reply Richard AjabuApril 28, 2012 at 3:29 PM Excerpt from Bill 36: ...prescribing the minimum number of hours of instruction that a board must offer to students enrolled in the schools in its school district, including prescribing that there is no minimum number of hours of instruction for prescribed classes of students, schools or educational programs... Hmmm...imagine this...students view lectures at home via internet for, say, 2 hours each day...students only required to attend 1 of 2 or more "shifts" available at physical school building for, say, 3 hours each school day...total of 2 lecture hours at home + 3 hours at school building each day is deemed equivalent to 5 hours of instruction each day...double and triple shifts at schools allows higher utilization of school buildings and many school buildings are declared surplus and closed...Hmmm. Is this what the government is trying to enable? There are related comments on the BC Education Plan website here(1), here(2), here(3), and here(4).ReplyDelete ThielmannApril 29, 2012 at 5:40 PM I was wondering what "easter eggs" were hiding in Bill 36. For a reference, our DL success rates in SD57 are about 20%, according to a staffer at our DL school. I've marked DL for them for 13 years, and have seen the limitations of the existing models. Most of the courses are paper-based, with students doing most of the work on the honour system and submitting a sample for assessment (most student just skip ahead to the hand-in stuff). The online courses are cumbersome, and the technology is as much a hindrance as a help. The "teachers" are increasingly forced into being case managers for 100s of students, signing off on completed papers, while contract markers rush through the assessment without having any other contact with the school or students. The plans to examine new modes of blended and/or distance learning are getting stale. The use of Moodle is one of the few "improvements" made in the last 10 years. The whole idea of an interactive web has barely touched the school. I mention all this because it is a joke to think we can turn over more learning to our DL schools, given the glacial pace of change, the diminished learning experiences, and the poor success rates. Where dynamic DL schools exist, fantastic (I've interacted with them while doing course-writing), but this success is definitely not province-wide.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ▼  April (6) Parents take note - Bill 36 is an attack on you On Bill 22, the LRB, report cards, and raw power Bill 22 and US education 'reform' Bill 22 and the erosion of teacher professionalism... Surrey teachers speak to Mr. Abbott Claremont teachers speak about Bill 22 ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8086,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 7, May/June 2005 Whither literacy? by Maureen L. MacDonald I chased my dream to be an elementary music teacher, and it was good. But when I taught from 1969 to 1971 in a school with a marvelous library program and a dynamic teacher-librarian named Doris Fuller, I knew that I would make a change. I quit my job and returned to UBC to take a year in teacher-librarianship, and I have never regretted that decision. When I was first a teacher-librarian, times were exciting for school libraries. Budgets were sufficient to allow the purchase of many new books each year—perhaps two or three per student. Walls were knocked down so that the one-room libraries could expand to the size of two or three classrooms to meet the demand for shelf and student space. Collections expanded to include more than books. Teacher-librarians practiced Co-operative Program Planning and Teaching (CPPT) with colleagues. Students borrowed books and tapes and, in my school, stuffed animals to read to. The point of the library program always was, and still is, to enhance literacy. Long before the days of mission statements and school growth plans it was understood that literacy was our goal. No one said "improve literacy" and "slash the staffing and materials budgets" in the same breath. Not until just after the provincial election of 2001. Is it any wonder that the members of the educational community are scratching their heads in amazement at the ridiculousness of the juxtaposition of the partial closure of libraries and the admonishment to keep up high standards? Scholars, parents, teachers, students, newspaper columnists, and members of the public fail to see any logic in the plan of the Gordon Campbell-led provincial government to underfund the public education system. Perhaps the benefit of this plan is only seen by the operators of private, for-profit schools that advertise to attract well-off students to their big libraries and their small classes. BCTF members have dealt with the library crisis in a variety of ways—endless fundraising activities to stock the libraries, calling on volunteers to pitch in where there used to be staff, relying more on student monitors. Why do we try to fill the gaps left by deliberate underfunding? You know why! We don’t want the students to lose any opportunities to learn. We add to our own workloads until we can stand no more. The breaking point for teachers has come. We cannot do more with less. We cannot even do the same with less. We can only do less with less. Let’s stop covering up for the deficiencies in the system. Let’s let the public and the school community have a taste of reality. How will they know if we don’t show them? Wouldn’t a knowledgeable public want to see the restoration of the library programs cut by the Liberal government since 2001? Literacy is the cornerstone of democracy. Our urgent and immediate job as teachers in this democratic society is to protect literacy. One way to do this is to recognize the changing social and economic conditions in society and to reflect that in public school libraries. In other words, provide students with well-stocked libraries staffed by professional teacher-librarians and learning will ensue. That, my friends, is common sense. When I see the school library in the big picture, I notice that the outline has been erased and the image is getting smaller. Multiply this times a thousand schools. The picture is not pretty. The stripping of teachers’ bargaining rights, the elimination of class-size and class-composition clauses from our collective agreement, the mockery of assuming that libraries can run without teacher-librarians, and the slashing of budgets for staff and materials was highly detrimental to the learning conditions of our students. Success is not achieved by supplying fewer resources. We have a different set of MLAs to educate now. Let’s tell them what a good library program would do to enhance literacy. It is false economy to reduce educational opportunities because today’s students are the most valuable assets of our future. Maureen MacDonald is a teacher-librarian at Elsie Roy Elementary School, Vancouver. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12728,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 1999 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 12, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 1999 Respect and dignity at Telkwa School concerted effort reduces violence by Nancy Knickerbocker Six years ago, Telkwa Elementary School, near Smithers, was in turmoil. Staff were stressed out and struggling with a large group of students acting out violently. “When I first came here, the school had a very bad reputation for really tough kids and a lot of meanness,” said teacher Jill Schneider. Principal Ernie Janzen agreed. “We had a pretty big wolf pack,” he said. With an enrolment of 200, an average of eight students per day were coming through the principal’s office on discipline issues. “We were dealing with a lot of fighting, throwing, very abusive language,” recalled teaching assistant Cathy Whalen. Staff members decided they needed a concentrated plan to change the atmosphere and attitudes in the school. To begin to turn things around, they asked the community what kind of school they would like to see. “The number one thing across the board was that people wanted a safe school where the children learned to respect themselves and others,” Janzen said. With that focus on safety and respect, the staff set about implementing a consistent system of progressive discipline combined with programs in peer counselling and opening up better communications between children and adults. “We decided to focus on consistency,” said Schneider. “Everybody was responsible for everybody’s behaviour, not just the children in their own classes. All the staff and parent volunteers had to be respected and listened to.” The staff began logging all behaviour, documenting and coding all incidents requiring disciplinary action. From minor infractions that could be dealt with by teachers, to issues that required a trip to the principal’s office, up to behaviour that required a suspension, they kept track on a daily basis. “When we looked at the logs over a weekly or monthly review, we started to recognize patterns,” Whalen said. “For example, we might notice that one student seemed to be having trouble over the lunch hour, so we’d work on helping him/her learn how to ask to join in and play with others.” They also noticed that at certain times of the school year—near Hallowe’en and Christmas in particular—more students acted out. In response, the staff focussed on the positive, with smiley cards and other rewards for good behaviour. As well, they started offering other extra-curricular activities such as art clubs. The strategies so successfully employed by the staff at Telkwa are consistent with the findings of the recent study by Simon Fraser University and the BCTF. It found that written codes of conduct, clear policies for student discipline, formal record-keeping of incidents requiring discipline, and violence prevention programs all contributed to a reduced risk for violence in schools. “The findings associated with these policies suggest that a proactive stance toward the problem of violence actually can produce tangible, concrete, and measurable reductions in violence,” the researchers reported. (Full report on page 6.) Today the atmosphere at Telkwa school is markedly different. “We’ve seen a gradual but consistent decrease in acting out, so that now we’ve almost eliminated misbehaviour,” said Janzen. “It’s been a real team effort.” Schneider says all the teachers have noted “huge” differences in their classrooms. “It really gives you shivers to see the kids applying what they’ve been taught in terms of mediating disputes,” she said. “Now the atmosphere at school is lovely. It sure makes this a nice place to work.” Nancy Knickerbocker is the BCTF’s media relations officer. Guiding Philosophy 1. Telkwa Elementary School is a safe school. 2. At Telkwa Elementary School, children: learn to act responsibly show respect for themselves, others, and their school develop positive values, including tolerance, sportsmanship, empathy, honesty, and compassion strive to do their best. 3. At Telkwa Elementary School, children are involved in their own learning. 4. At Telkwa Elementary School, children participate in a wide range of activities. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141007,www.huffingtonpost.com,http://www.huffingtonpost.com/p/content/update,Something's Gone Terribly Wrong Oh, Noes! A 404! Tweet Feel free to continue to the Huffington Post » or)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=10062&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 3, Jan./Feb. 2003 Affiliation with the BCFed Affiliation by Simon Truelove Our provincial government is fundamentally changing the distribution of wealth in B.C. Like the Sheriff of Nottingham, Gordon Campbell has been tightening the screws on the poor and disadvantaged while ensuring benefits for his wealthy friends. By reducing taxes to the wealthy, while cutting services and encouraging privatization, a government can redistribute wealth. Campbell has an advantage over the sheriff in that he has legions of public-relations allies across the continent who have managed to put together a spin about how it is all good for us. "Taxes for the wealthy must be reduced so that B.C. can compete in the global economy." The peasants never used to be fooled by that one. They just saw the Sheriff and his friends getting fat at their expense. The Liberal policies on education fit neatly into this scenario—public education becomes "bad schools for the poor" while rich kids go to private schools. The government will be able to cut taxes for the rich even further. In the past election, while running for school trustee in Delta, I found out that most people are very concerned about the dwindling resources available for public schools. I discovered that as I knocked on 2,000 doors over a period of four months, most people believe in public education. But many have no information on the effects of the government’s actions beyond what they read in the local newspapers. They think the schools are doing just fine and that Christy Clark’s Ministry of Education is valiantly striving to make a good system even better. We just do not have the ability to reach people on a wide enough scale to undo the damage to popular perception that has been deliberately perpetrated by the ministry. So I put considerable effort into identifying possible friends and allies. The good news is that teachers have a huge number of natural friends and allies out there: Hospital Employees’ Union, Canadian Union of Public Employees, B.C. Government Employees’ Union, B.C. Union of Registered Nurses, Firefighters Unions, New Westminster District Labour Council... Almost every time I knocked on a door and got a really positive response, it was from a member of some union or other. Most union members have families like you and I. They have professional training like you and I. They’re angry with the government, just like you and I. Their leaders reflect this perspective on education. The children are the future. Most of our efforts as parents are directed toward creating a secure base and good opportunities for our children. We should join forces with people who hold such views. The face of the B.C. Federation of Labour has changed greatly in the past few decades. The members have become more like us in many ways, and we have become more like them. This year’s inclusion of registered nurses is one recent example. The days of Robin Hood, who robbed the rich to feed the poor, are, unfortunately, long past. What we should do is vote to join the B.C. Federation of Labour so we can provide leadership as well as support and meet with a measure of success in the struggle to come. Simon Truelove teaches at Senator Reid Elementary School, Surrey.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7790,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 1, September 2004 In memoriam Charles D. Ovans by Bob Buzza It’s a long journey from teaching in an isolated rural school in B.C. in 1933 to working in Geneva in 1965 helping prepare a teachers’ status manifesto for ILO and UNESCO. Charlie Ovans took that journey, and teachers everywhere continue to benefit from it. Charlie died July 5, 2004, at 91. Ovans was appointed BCTF general secretary, on the death of Harry Charlesworth, in 1944, serving in that capacity until his retirement in 1973. He had started teaching when every school was its own school district, when arbitrary hiring and firing of teachers were common, and when bargaining rights were non-existent. Charlie Ovans and BCTF staffers Stan Evans and Alan Spragge deserve the credit for organizing the teachers of B.C., for improving their economic status, and for setting the stage for their many professional development activities. Retired staffers say that collegiality was the most precious feature of their first few years with the BCTF. In accordance with Ovans’s definition of collegiality as "mutual coercion, mutually applied," peer review reports and proposals were the norm. The results were awesome. Ovans was an idea-stimulator par excellence. He revelled in exchanges free of ideology, dogma, or convention, and he grew with every exchange—as did those who interacted with him. In 1966, he received the BCTF’s prestigious G.A. Fergusson Award. The citation reads, in part: He is held in high regard by other prominent educators, not because of his position, but because of his stature as a philosopher and an original thinker. Other awards and recognition abound: member of the Order of Canada, Quance lecturer, honorary life member of the B.C. Parent–Teachers’ Federation and the Canadian Education Association, advisor on the future of education in Alberta, Canadian representative to the International Management of Training for Educational Change in Norway. The list is long. Shortly after Ovans’s retirement, the UBC Alumni Chronicle featured him in an article by Clive Cocking entitled "The loneliness of the long-distance radical." The thrust of the article is that Charlie left the Federation early out of frustration that the school structures of the day were simply not educational structures, and that his pleas for radical, fundamental restructuring to reflect dramatic changes in society were not being heeded. It would be a fitting tribute to Charlie if readers were to consider his challenge to educators then, and its relevance now: "There is no over-riding purpose to which everybody involved in the educational system is committed. There is no agreement among all the people engaged in so-called ‘educational’ tasks as to the nature of the educational process. "A new education system can be developed if educators go back and redefine, in clear terms, the basic purpose of schools today and then go on to methodically employ the increasing new knowledge in the life sciences toward achieving this purpose." In July 2004, BCTF Executive Director Ken Novakowski attended the 4th World Congress of Education International in Porto Allegre, Brazil. While there, he obtained a copy of the "1966 ILO/UNESCO Recommendation Concerning the Status of Teachers." It’s primary author? Charles D. Ovans. It’s surely rare to have one’s seminal piece influence education internationally for almost four decades! Charlie’s official obit was brief and fitting: "He was loved by his family and respected by all who knew him." Bob Buzza is a retired executive director of the BCTF. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Touring a natural gas drilling rig with @MLA Mike Bernier, and Brian from EnCana http://t.co/AifdJ4H07b" @Teresa_Wat - 06:01pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20140925,www.afairdeal.ca,http://www.afairdeal.ca/netscape/modules/node/node.css,404 Not Found Not Found The requested URL "/netscape/modules/node/node.css" was not found on this server.)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141007,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/bctf/status/471421214376734720?screen_name=bctf&id=471421214376734720,BCTF on Twitter: "Class composition challenges: 3800 classes in #bced have 7 or more students with special needs. 4600 classes have 7 or more learning English" Twitter Search query Search Twitter Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Language: English Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Have an account? Sign in New to Twitter? Join Today » Sign In Phone, email or username Password Sign in Remember me Forgot password? Already using Twitter via text message? Follow Following Unfollow Blocked Unblock Pending Cancel BCTF ‏ @bctf May 27 Class composition challenges: 3800 classes in #bced have 7 or more students with special needs. 4600 classes have 7 or more learning English Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Retweets 67 Favorites 15 3:42 PM - 27 May 2014 Mick Ar ‏ @mickar1 May 27 @bctf Cite independent source please. #bced Not disputing, just want clarity. Thanks. Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Melissa ‏ @Melissa_MyPITA May 27 @bctf Teachers still do an amazing job. I know incredible teachers who create memorable learning. I am proud to be a teacher in BC. #bced Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Jeff Horton ‏ @jeffhorton May 27 @bctf Be more specific. 1/2 doz kids doped on ritalin and a gifted isn't what people think of special needs. http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/specialed/special_ed_policy_manual.pdf … Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Heidi Hass Gable ‏ @HHG May 28 @bctf Class composition issues need 2 things, yes? Smaller/more classes AND specialty Tier 2/3 teachers+programs. Hand-in-hand. #bced Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Heidi Hass Gable ‏ @HHG May 28 @bctf Class size+composition less of an issue to me if proper supports in place (SEAs, SLPs, lrning support Ts, couns, etc) Thots? #bced Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Jacqueline ‏ @_Cuddlefish_ May 28 @HHG many kids with LDs in my class need more one on one math help not just SEA time. #bced @bctf Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Heidi Hass Gable ‏ @HHG May 28 @_Cuddlefish_ Exactly my point! Need specialty teachers for small group/1on1. Resources/ppl as needed to ADD to classroom Ts. @bctf #bced Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Jacqueline ‏ @_Cuddlefish_ May 28 @HHG I’m a classroom (math) teacher. Is that considered a specialty teacher? @bctf Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Heidi Hass Gable ‏ @HHG May 28 @_Cuddlefish_ Smaller class by a few Ss alone won't give enough time/support for neediest kids. We've lost those EXTRA supports. @bctf #bced Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Heidi Hass Gable ‏ @HHG May 28 @_Cuddlefish_ Nope, I mean learning support, special programs that provide intensive/one on one/small group EXTRA help. @bctf #bced Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Heidi Hass Gable ‏ @HHG May 28 @_Cuddlefish_ I notice how many of those extra resources we're losing/lost. Approx 20% of Ss do/will need extra/intensive support. @bctf Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Heidi Hass Gable ‏ @HHG May 28 @_Cuddlefish_ Small group, one on one, pull out or in class. SLP, spec trained Ts (eg orton-gillingham), OT, counsellors, ABA, etc @bctf Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Heidi Hass Gable ‏ @HHG May 28 @_Cuddlefish_ Even a perfectly differentiated classroom will never meet needs of all students. Some need intensive/immersive support. @bctf Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Heidi Hass Gable ‏ @HHG May 28 @_Cuddlefish_ Is the better terminology "non enrolling" instead of speciality? @bctf Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Jacqueline ‏ @_Cuddlefish_ May 28 @HHG yes. Now I understand your meaning. @bctf Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet gurjitpattar ‏ @gurjitpattar May 28 @HHG @bctf https://w.soundcloud.com/player/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fapi.soundcloud.com%2Ftracks%2F151707446&auto_play=false&show_artwork=true&visual=true&origin=twitter … Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Heather Hart ‏ @bwasgrumpy May 29 @bctf and they are often in the same class @mickar Source: I've had them in my class Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Don’t miss any updates from BCTF © 2014 Twitter About Help Ads info Close Flag this media This has already been marked as containing sensitive content. Flag this as containing potentially illegal content. Submit Cancel Learn more about flagging media Dismiss Close Previous Next Close Go to a person's profile Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Close Retweet this to your followers? Cancel Retweet Close Are you sure you want to delete this Tweet? Cancel Delete Close Block Cancel Block Add a location to your Tweets When you tweet with a location, Twitter stores that location. You can switch location on/off before each Tweet and always have the option to delete your location history. Learn more Turn location on Not now Turn off location Close Profile summary Close Your lists Close Create a new list List name Description Under 100 characters, optional Privacy Public · Anyone can follow this list Private · Only you can access this list Save list Close Close Embed this Tweet Add this Tweet to your website by copying the code below. Learn more Hmm, there was a problem reaching the server. Try again? Include parent Tweet Include media Preview Close Sign up for Twitter Not on Twitter? Sign up, tune into the things you care about, and get updates as they happen. Have an account? Sign in » Close Two-way (sending and receiving) short codes: Country Code For customers of United States 40404 (any) Canada 21212 (any) United Kingdom 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM Haiti 40404 Digicel, Voila Ireland 51210 Vodafone, O2 India 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Indonesia 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » See SMS short codes for other countries Close Confirmation)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=21911,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 23, Number 4, Jan./Feb. 2011   Of science and cellphones  By Greg Payne   For the past few years there has been growing media attention given to the issue of Wi-Fi (wireless internet) and cell phone use and potential links to adverse health effects in humans. These technologies, like radio and television, rely on radio waves to send information. Aside from stories in the news, our very own Teacher featured a two-page article describing these alleged links in its September and October issues (“Should Wi-Fi be used in classrooms?” by Lynn Quiring). It goes without saying that, if the claims made in this article are true, we will soon be facing a modern health crisis that will make all previous ones pale in comparison. However, there are many important and compelling reasons to dismiss Quiring’s extraordinary claims, not the least of which is what the related body of science has to say about this topic. Since there will always be a spectrum of ideas competing for our attention, some of them highly important and requiring our consideration, and others frivolous and distracting, science literacy is more important today than at any time in our history. An understanding of how science works, along with a healthy dose of skepticism, can improve everyone’s ability to distinguish fact from fiction. How science works In science, being open to the possibility of being wrong is a necessary virtue because if you don’t find your own mistakes you can be guaranteed that others eventually will, and take great glee in doing so. In order to avoid the biases that allow us to so easily make mistakes, scientists have developed well-established methods that help to reduce errors in research. Where ever possible they ensure their experiments have a control group, are blind/double-blind, have randomly selected subject groups, and use large numbers of subjects. These and other methods help to ensure that research findings are both real and valid. To ensure important methods are followed, scientific studies undergo an extensive, critical peer-review process. The ones with obvious flaws are denied publication in respected journals. Getting published, however, doesn’t necessarily mean that a scientist has actually yet discovered anything; mistakes may still remain, soon to be discovered by thousands of scientific peers carefully scrutinizing the latest journals. Additionally, scientists who truly understand, respect and follow the methods of science know that a single study, even one with no apparent flaws in it, isn’t worth much by itself. This is because one of the greatest hallmarks of sound science is repeatability. The results of a study have to be independently replicated before an idea can even begin to become accepted. If further experiments in related fields also support the results, acceptance of an idea gains even more strength. This is a powerful point to keep in mind the next time someone tries to sway your views on a topic using a single study rather than addressing the overall scientific consensus. When it comes to determining the truth behind any extraordinary claim, perhaps no question is more important than, “What do you want to believe?” Our hopes, desires and wishes are powerful forces that constantly and unconsciously prejudice both our thoughts and actions. Perhaps knowledge of this fact led physicist Richard Feynman to state, “Science is a way of trying not to fool yourself. The first principle is that you must not fool yourself, and you are the easiest person to fool.” Unfortunately, this wisdom is lost upon some scientists, and questionable or inadequate methodology allows wishful thinking to bias their work, casting considerable doubt on the validity of their research. This characterizes much of the work done by a relatively small group of researchers who confidently and vocally assert in the media that radio waves from cell phones and Wi-Fi Internet lead to health problems. One glaring example of such work is the “Bio-Initiative Report” (BIR). According to the scientists at EMF & Health, the work in the BIR suffers from significant problems, including: a complete omission of research representing the scientific consensus, studies with poor methodology, inadequate peer-review, studies that have not been replicated, and studies that have been refuted. Unbelievably, one of the organizers, authoring seven of the BIR’s 17 chapters, has no science credentials or training whatsoever, and she runs a highly lucrative “EMF protection” business (EMF stands for electromagnetic frequency). Many alarmists, Quiring included, have ties to “EMF Protection” businesses. These businesses charge hundreds to thousands of dollars for unnecessary products and consultations designed to reduce harmless waves—the Emperor’s clothes have never been so threadbare. Even more preposterous, the BIR includes studies guilty of fraud, science’s cardinal sin. How anyone could rely on such a document is difficult to imagine, and yet the BIR is the primary reference used by Quiring in writing his article for Teacher. A thorough indictment of the BIR can be found at EMF & Health, a website created by a group of respected mainstream scientists dedicated to evidenced-based science that follows proper scientific methods. The scientific consensus The scientific consensus is what most people rely on most of the time; we agree that the planets orbit the sun, germs cause infection, and that cells are the basic unit of life. We even accept that all matter is made up of atoms, though no one has ever observed atoms directly. So why do we accept these ideas? Not because scientists tell us to, and certainly not because scientists are smart people with impressive degrees from respected universities. All of our knowledge, without exception, is accepted only to the degree with which it is supported by scientific evidence. This is why your first attempt to research any topic should begin with respected scientific organizations that understand science and closely follow its methods. Health Canada and the World Health Organization are two such organizations; both are well-positioned to provide the most accurate information regarding radio waves and health. These organizations, which together have studied more than 25,000 research papers over the last 30 years, tell us there is no reason to believe radio waves (from cell phones, Wi-Fi, base stations, TV, radio, etc.) cause any adverse health effects at the levels that the public is regularly exposed to. Also, there is no convincing evidence to suggest that exposure guidelines need to be further lowered. Other major science-based organizations and regulatory bodies are in agreement on this, including the Center for Disease Control, the Environmental Protection Agency, and the International Agency for Research on Cancer. The scientific community acknowledges that there are unanswered questions, intriguing questions, and questions that require further study in this field, but the present consensus at the moment, based on considerable evidence, is a reassuring one. Science as a candle in the dark In a society as complex, large and technologically dependent as ours, reality matters. To give just one example, it is only a question of time before our earth is hit by an asteroid larger than the one that wiped out the dinosaurs. Somewhere in our solar system or beyond, a giant rock with our name on it speeds silently through space—it’s not a question of if, but when. Assuming we’re still here when it arrives, there’s little doubt that, without science, our species will perish in this event. The same could be said about any number of other crises that will most certainly face our descendants. Science, however, could change all that. In just 400 years, science has evolved to a point where it provides us with a fighting chance of locating and redirecting such asteroids. But will it? Do we understand the value of science enough? Will we more fully embrace it and allow it to flourish? Carl Sagan, the greatest advocate for science the world has ever known, was uncertain if society as a whole—our politicians, organizations, leaders, citizens and media—would possess the scientific wisdom required to muster such necessary feats. In his final book, The Demon Haunted World: Science as a Candle in the Dark, Sagan wrote, “I worry that pseudo-science and superstition will seem year by year more tempting, the siren song of unreason more sonorous and attractive. Where have we heard it before? Whenever our ethnic and national prejudices are aroused, in times of scarcity, during challenges to national self-esteem or nerve, when we agonize about our diminished cosmic place and purpose, or when fanaticism is bubbling up around us—then, habits of thought familiar from the ages past reach for the controls. The candle flame gutters. Its little pool of light trembles. Darkness gathers. The demons begin to stir.” All educators, regardless of scientific training, have a role to play in protecting that candle. We can work collectively to create scientifically literate citizens—students who enjoy reading, work comfortably with numbers, learn critical thinking, develop a healthy skepticism, and understand the methods of science. Such students will ensure the flame survives and continues to illuminate genuine concern from imaginary folly. And, of course, they’ll be far less likely to make stuff up about the candle’s light and heat waves. References available on request.   Greg Payne teaches at Princess Margaret Secondary School, Surrey.    Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=10156,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 6, May/June 2003 President’s message As Teacher goes to press, Education Minister Christy Clark is on her feet in the Legislative Assembly cheerfully tabling her latest attack on teachers. With Bill 51, the Teaching Profession Amendment Act, she is attempting to eliminate teachers’ ability to govern our own profession. The College of Teachers will no longer be a democratic self-regulating body. Instead, it will become a political instrument of the education minister herself. It’s only the latest evidence that teachers are a target of the B.C. Liberals. First they took away our right to bargain collectively. Then they gutted our collective agreement and imposed a contract they wouldn’t fund. Now we see them attacking our profession itself. At present, 20 people sit on the college’s governing council: 15 are elected by the members and 5 are appointed. Under Bill 51, only 8 people will be elected and 12 will be political appointees chosen by the minister. One will be first nominated by the deans of education and then chosen by the minister, who is required to consult with all education partner groups (except teachers!) in making the appointments. With a majority of politically hand-picked appointees on the college council, where’s the quality assurance for students? By contrast, all of the parallel structures in B.C. are governed by a majority of practitioners in other professions, such as medicine, nursing, and law. College elections are currently in progress. The new bill is going to wipe out the current council and negate the democratic process that’s taking place right now. What’s worse, there’s no timeline indicating when the government should hold new elections. This legislation is a transparent attempt to neutralize teachers, who after all are Clark’s most cogent critics, and to divert attention from the disastrous impact Liberal policies are having throughout the province. With almost 100 schools closed, almost 3,000 fewer teachers, and almost $300 million in funding shortfalls over last year and next, the Liberals are desperate for a diversionary tactic. Neil Worboys Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=27130,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 7, May/June 2012   The war on workers and what to do about it By Ingo Schmidt  Remember the days when bargaining was a backroom affair, or have you heard about them? When union members would only know that contract negotiations were going on when their bargaining team came out of the room and asked for ratification? This old school approach of representation was really flawed in terms of accountability and membership involvement. Yet anybody who is riding today’s rollercoaster of various levels of job action, rallies, media campaign, labour board rulings, and government offenses may wish the calm old days of backroom bargaining would come back. Don’t bother waiting; those days are gone for good. The long-standing co-operation between employers and workers gradually deteriorated and has now been replaced by a full-blown employer attack on workers. This is true for teachers in BC, Caterpillar workers in London, steelworkers in Hamilton, and Vale Inco workers in Sudbury. It is also true for the public sector workers all over Ontario who are confronted with Don Drummond’s (a former chief economist of TD Bank) master plan to balance the budget through cuts and layoffs. In fact, Canada is just one of the many fronts around the world where employers are on an anti-worker offensive in the aftermath of the 2008–09 world economic crisis. With this offensive, it seems, they want to finish off a job they started when the world economy was in severe crisis the last time in 1974–75 and 1980–82. Those were the days when employers first turned from co-operation to confrontation. For roughly three decades, business leaders and governments sounded the alarm of deteriorating competitiveness, run-away deficits, and inflation, all the while demonstrating their entrepreneurial spirits by attacking workers, one group at a time, in the name of free markets and prosperity. For the happy few, prosperity of profits was built on the increasing misery of many. At the same time, workers whose wages were cut were offered access to cheap credit. The same big shots that constantly lament about public deficits drove private households deeper and deeper into the red and took out some credit for themselves to invest in totally inflated stock markets. The downfall of this financial house of cards, the 2008 stock market crash, turned a cyclical recession into a major crisis. Shortfalls in government revenue and bank bailouts over the course of the crisis wrecked public coffers—and created a welcome pretext for the next, and possibly final, round of employer attacks on workers, notably in the public sector. The targeting of public sector workers makes perfect sense for the wealthy classes whose profits could only be maintained through the crisis by government money. While charging public sector unions with wrecking public finances, they had their hands deep in government coffers. Public sector workers are also an easy target because the anti-union, anti-public sector sentiments, trumpeted by governments and the moneyed interests behind them, resonate with many poor workers who either lost their union contracts long time ago or never had one in the first place. Three decades of recurrent anti-worker offensives have created an unlikely alliance between the rich and the poor that makes it difficult today to defend anyone who still has a union contract. The poor won’t get much out of this alliance, but it is crucial to understand why many of them either support the attack on public sector workers or don’t give a damn about it. Such an understanding is needed to develop effective strategies to stop the attacks on the public sector and allow poor workers to fight to improve their living and working conditions. More to the point, to be effective, union struggles need support from other groups of workers. Building alliances between workers divided by wage levels, skills, often enough by gender and race too, is sure a challenge—but no less than the making of today’s alliance between the1% of the rich and the X-number of poor people. Key to understanding why poor people, employed and unemployed turned their backs on unions was the inflation-scare that businesses produced in the 1970s. At that time, private sector unions, namely in auto and steel, but also mining and forestry, set the pace of increasing wages and benefits for almost all workers, including those working in other sectors of the economy. Things started to change when investments in production capacities turned out to be more expensive than expected and also created overcapacities. The rising capital costs and unsellable products squeezed profit margins from two sides, so prices were jacked up in an attempt to maintain these margins. Yet, higher prices cut into the purchasing power of workers’ paycheques and unions responded swiftly by negotiating higher wages to offset this effect. Prices and wages started spiraling upwards and left many behind, such as people on welfare or pensions, whose incomes didn’t rise with inflation rates. This was the point where employers, who had triggered the price/wage spiral in the first place, began appealing to unorganized groups of society by blaming organized labour for the inflation and the hardship it inflicted on others. They also sought means to curb union’s bargaining power and found them in finance ministers and central bankers who cut back on spending and pushed up interest rates. The combined effect of these measures was a major recession and unemployment in the early 1980s that weakened private sector unions, which allowed companies to start increasing their profits at the expense of workers without meeting too much resistance. Labour-saving technologies, relocations to areas offering cheap labour instead of union organizers, and a string of laws restricting union activity turned former pacemakers of the labour movement into laggards. As a result, average wages fell behind the growth of labour productivity so that an increasing share of newly produced wealth went into the pockets of the happy few. In relative terms, though, private sector workers fell behind their companions in the public sector. This was not true for the few who managed to hang on to their jobs and existing contracts but the number of these workers was dwindling and further marginalized by the blossoming of low-wage employment everywhere in the private sector. To appeal to these workers, governments, big businesses, and their propagandists invented the tax-scare. Like it’s predecessor, the inflation-scare, it is a grain of truth mixed in with lots of lies. The truth is that taxes are a real problem for poor workers or anyone else living on low incomes. Every tax dollar they don’t pay helps them to make ends meet. The lies start by suggesting that poor people would be better off if public services were cut or privatized. After all, despite the cuts that already happened in the past, poor people still benefit more from public services than rich people. The next lie is that rich and poor are equally desperate for tax cuts. Tax cuts are regularly designed in such a way that they benefit the rich way more than the poor. And this is despite the fact that, no matter how badly they want them, there is absolutely no need to cut taxes for the rich. Quite to the contrary, faced with idle production capacities, investors prefer to put their money into financial gambling, even after the stock market crash, rather than adding to the already existing capital stock. All this money could be spent to pay for public services, the creation of additional and decently paying jobs, and an ecological retooling of the economy. It could, but it isn’t. That the happy few are opposing this idea is no surprise. Since they managed to turn the crisis of the private economy into a fiscal crisis of the state they are eager to reap the profits of this coup. To them, every closed school, or, for that matter, hospital, daycare, or old folks home, represents the opportunity to sell private services to the ones who can afford them and forget about the rest. Every teacher who is replaced by a computer boosts the sales of information industries and takes an actual or potential troublemaker off the payroll. The same can be said about healthcare and other public sector workers. The challenge, then, is to build a coalition of these workers with poor people who need public services and good jobs, and the people who understand that today’s profit-über-alles-economy ruins the environment beyond repair. To successfully defend themselves against recurrent Clark-Abbott-Falcon-offenses, teachers need to find common ground beyond their own ranks and launch an offensive for better living and working conditions for all but the happy few. The “we are the 99%” slogan with which Wall Street, Bay Street, and other occupy protestors took to the street last fall may have been overly simplifying. The top 1% of the income pyramid has a whole entourage of well-to-do and powerful friends who are determined to keep things as they are. But the direction of these protests struck a new chord, one that could potentially be developed into a song of equality and justice, among humans and with nature, too, that could replace the business tune that praises public sacrifices as a good and unavoidable deed to prop up private profits. Ingo Schmidt, academic co-ordinator, Labour Studies, Athabasca University    Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=25039,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 4, January/February 2012   Charitable drives in schools: Are we teaching equity or charity?  By Jennifer Fane    Here we are, back at school with the holiday season tucked neatly behind us. We hope that the holidays are as welcome and a happy time for our students and communities as they are for teachers, but sadly we know this is often not the case. Our province’s increasing child poverty rate is a vivid and painful reminder of BC’s continued cuts to social spending and our public safety net. This is not news to teachers, who know full well the reluctance of our government to fund programs most of us would consider essential in the first world country in which we live. As teachers who care about our students and communities we often engage our schools in charitable practices in part to help others, but also to teach our students empathy, caring, and that there are many in the world and in our own backyard who do not have enough. Food drives continue to be one of the most pervasive charitable drives in school. Year-after-year, school children are asked to bring in food to give to others in need. Success of the drive is often measured in the amount of food brought in, but unfortunately not in quality. Too often food drives are filled with expired items, unwanted or unusable items, or nutritionally poor foods. Even the most well-intentioned items such as Kraft Dinner, or boxed cereal, which may seem like easy and palatable options, are often inappropriate for families and individuals who rely on food banks due to the scarcity of fluid milk in many food-insecure households. The upsetting fact is that food banks are meant to be an emergency measure, but unfortunately they have become entrenched in Canadian society as our answer to those who do not have enough to eat. Unfortunately, charitable food programs are a Band-Aid solution to what is the great societal injustice of thousands of Canadians not having access to safe, affordable, and nutritious food. The reason these programs exist is because of people, like teachers, who care and want to help others in need. They are a response to a crisis, but these charitable measures do not address the root cause of hunger, which in our province, is intimately linked with an ever-increasing cost of living and further cuts to social programs. As we enter the New Year entrenched in job action, BC teachers are keenly aware of our government’s unwillingness to protect public programs. We stand together in our belief for funding for education, programs and support for our students, and fair treatment and respect for teachers. We are in a fight for justice, where government must be held accountable to support public education. We share this message with the public, including our students. It is important for our students to learn about taking a stand for what they believe in and becoming an advocate for change. With all the potentially negative impacts of job action on our students, the idea of justice and advocacy is a poignant lesson and teachable moment to seize with our pupils. Teachers know that public education is in a dangerous place, and that real change must come from our government to protect students and teachers. I look at my own school as an example of how the lack of funding is affecting us. Our inability to afford the very textbooks mandated by curriculum is a blatant example of how deplorable it is that $3 billion has vanished out of public education. Teachers want better, we want books, but more importantly we want change. We are in job action to demand this change and we rightly justify it to the public, but are we really looking at the big picture when it comes to our schools, students, and communities as a whole? Holding a food drive to alleviate hunger is akin to holding a book drive instead of demanding funding for textbooks. Charitable responses to social programs is at best a temporary solution and at worst the perpetuation of the idea that private citizens, not government, are responsible for protecting those who are most in need. While food drives can teach children about empathy and helping others, it also teaches them that it feels good to help others, even if the help is not what is needed. We can also teach children empathy and social justice by involving them in the issue and getting involved with organizations who are attempting to make grassroot changes to public policy and social spending in our province. The unfortunate truth is that as charity increases, so does our sense of justice and belief that our government could make real and lasting change for those most vulnerable. Finding meaningful and proactive ways to engage our students and communities in charitable action helps our students, society, and teachers. We are at a crossroads with public education, but we also stand at the same crossroads with public health and social programs. Justice and equity in policy for one, can work to translate into justice and equity in the others. BC teachers believe in justice, let’s now teach it to our students and give them a chance at creating equity instead of charity and demanding change.  Jennifer Fane, Lord Kelvin Elementary School, Vancouver   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141006,globalnews.ca,http://globalnews.ca/tag/bc-teachers-strike/dom/size,BC Teachers Strike | News, Videos & Articles Your Region: National BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg On TV: Global National Sections National National sections Locals Local sections Watch Watch sections Search Canada Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released Sections Health Money Consumer Tech Entertainment Environment Science Lifestyle Sports Featured Canada World Politics Investigations Canada Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released Your Region National Change BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Health Money Consumer Tech Entertainment Environment Science Lifestyle Sports Jump to a Region National BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Man trying to reach Bermuda in inflatable bubble rescued by Coast Guard Schedule NowGlobal National 7:00pmEntertainment Tonight More Programs Global National The West Block 16x9 The Morning Show More Personalities Dawna Friesen Carolyn Jarvis Liza Fromer Tom Clark More News Major snowfall covers N. Manitoba Entertainment ‘Gone Girl’ wins weekend box office News Journalist with Ebola arrives at US hospital Canada Quebecor sells off Sun newspaper chain News Crowdfunded bus debuts in Toronto Entertainment Depardieu reveals past as escort, thief Canada MPs debate motion for airstrikes in Iraq Sports NBA extends television deals for 9 years Trending Maple Syrup Heist Hong Kong protests Iraq crisis Luka Magnotta Ebola outbreak enterovirus D68 Ukraine Retail Wars http://globalnews.ca/tag/bc-teachers-strike/"> News Live blog Daycare Options Wages Class Size What is E80? Class Composition Video Latest BC Teachers Strike Videos 02:08 News Hour BC Inner city teacher turns to crowdfunding for needy kids 01:59 News Hour BC Back to school, three weeks late 01:27 News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Will the school year be extended? 02:39 Noon News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: What can kids expect? 02:19 News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Results of the vote tonight 05:03 Noon News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Teachers voting today 04:12 News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Big questions remain 10:13 BC 1 BC teachers dispute: Union leader Jim Sinclair weighs in on deal 03:10 Noon News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: BCTF urged to vote yes 03:11 News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Deal details 01:44 News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Deal reaction 01:44 News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Back to school shopping 01:57 News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Finally, a tentative deal 06:59 BC 1 BC teachers dispute: Is it a good deal? 05:21 BC 1 BC teachers deal: Is the new deal affordable? 06:34 BC 1 BC teachers dispute: What will the school year look like? 15:57 News Hour BC Press conference: BCTF president Jim Iker on tentative deal 02:11 Global National BC teachers strike: Tentative deal reached, school may start Monday 15:20 News Hour BC Press conference: Premier Christy Clark and Peter Fassbender on tentative deal 06:31 BC 1 BC teachers dispute: Press conference review Latest BC Teachers Strike News Global News October 5, 2014 10:07 pm Coquitlam teachers fighting over pay Lori Leonard thought the protests were behind her, but the Coquitlam teacher is dusting off her picket sign once again. Continue reading → BC 1 September 27, 2014 2:02 pm Cheques for school strike money to be mailed in late October Cheques for the $40 a day promised to parents of children aged 12 and under during the education dispute will be mailed out in late October. Continue reading →   What is this? Branded content is written by or on behalf of our sponsor and not by Global News' editorial staff. If you'd like to learn more... What is this ? X What is this? Branded content is written by or on behalf of our sponsor and not by Global News' editorial staff. If you'd like to learn more... More stories below Global News September 24, 2014 1:34 am Children at Silverdale Elementary return to class in middle of construction site Students at Silverdale Elementary, a small school in Mission, have started off their year on a construction site. Continue reading → BC 1 September 22, 2014 7:50 pm Elementary school teacher sets up crowdfunding page for classroom supplies For teachers, going back to school also comes at a cost. Continue reading → BC 1 September 22, 2014 8:10 am BC teachers’ strike: Will the school year be extended? Public school students will be back in classrooms across B.C. on Monday amid lingering questions about how the education dispute will affect the school year. Continue reading → BC 1 September 20, 2014 1:36 pm B.C. students getting ready to go back to school on Monday Shoppers are expected to be out in droves this weekend across B.C., stocking up on school supplies. Continue reading →   What is this? Branded content is written by or on behalf of our sponsor and not by Global News' editorial staff. If you'd like to learn more... What is this ? X What is this? Branded content is written by or on behalf of our sponsor and not by Global News' editorial staff. If you'd like to learn more... BC 1 September 17, 2014 7:23 pm B.C. teachers ponder tentative deal ahead of vote The initial euphoria of getting a negotiated deal in the bitter B.C. teachers’ strike has worn off and now more than 40,000 union members are tallying their wins and losses before voting on the contract. Continue reading → BC 1 September 17, 2014 2:00 pm Questions about Pro-D Days in B.C. as tentative deal reached in dispute But for school districts that have Pro-D Days scheduled for Monday, many are wondering if those will be rescheduled or cancelled so the kids and teachers can get back in the classroom as soon as possible. Continue reading → More stories below BC 1 September 17, 2014 8:30 am Teachers to vote on tentative deal on Thursday: the details Here is what is known about the tentative six-year deal between the BCTF and government that teachers will vote on this Thursday Continue reading → Global News September 16, 2014 10:49 pm Full text of communication to teachers from the BCTF Read the full text of the e-mail that the BCTF sent to B.C. teachers today after the announcement of a tentative deal. Continue reading → Load More Popular Now Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released 20224 How does Ebola spread? 5 things you need to know 18659 Accused Madeleine McCann Twitter troll found dead 9985 Ebola: 5 reasons why an outbreak is highly unlikely in Canada 7298 UPDATE: What’s the best, cheapest Canadian cellphone plan out there? 5891 Featured Content Canada Ebola: 5 reasons why an outbreak is highly unlikely in Canada What are the chances of an Ebola outbreak taking off in Canada? It isn’t likely, according to experts. And here are a number of reasons why. Continue reading → Environment Are we in the midst of a mass extinction? There have been 5 mass extinctions — the loss of 75 per cent or more of the world’s species — in Earth’s history. Scientists now believe that we are at the early stages of the sixth. Continue reading → Health Lab-grown penises may soon be ‘ready for testing’ on humans Researchers in North Carolina say penises grown in laboratories could “soon be ready for human testing,” offering hope for men who have had traumatic injuries or penile cancer. Continue reading → Canada Meet Rachel Parent — the teen fighting for GMO labelling in Canada Rachel Parent is a 15-year-old activist. Her goal: mandatory labelling in Canada of all genetically modified organisms, or GMOs that are found as ingredients in food. Continue reading → Canada Abandoned puppies on the mend Twenty hungry, cold and flea-infested puppies found in a Saskatchewan field are now being nursed back to health at Battleford’s Humane Society. Continue reading → Science Everything you need to know about Wednesday’s lunar eclipse On Oct. 8, Canada will be treated to its second lunar eclipse of the year. Find out what you can expect. Continue reading → Canada Can homegrown food win the climate change war? Wondering what’s the single most effective way to combat climate change? Plant a garden. Continue reading → Canada 16×9: An investigation into illegal lumber Timber thieves are stealing wood from the Russian Far East, processing it in China and then shipping it to North America, a 16×9 investigation has found. Continue reading → Highlights Hounds of Parliament: As commuting cyclist and budget watchdog, Frechette must make his presence known Frechette draws a line distinguishing his personality as a cyclist and as the parliamentary budget officer. But surely there’s a parallel between the assertive man he is on a bike and in the role of PBO? Continue reading → Email alerts Sign up for FREE daily Globalnews.ca newsletters and breaking news alerts Email Address National Daily News National Breaking News By clicking on the submit button, I have read, understood and agreed to our privacy policy Twitter Follow globalnews 9 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews UPDATED: Nurse in Spain is 1st #Ebola infection outside West Africa glbn.ca/ClOKv 35 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews USA Swimming suspends #MichaelPhelps for 6 months glbn.ca/ClLU9 pic.twitter.com/nqC3dQ3NhL 35 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews Hillary Clinton: military action against ISIS “critical” and “essential” globalnews.ca/news/1600343/w… #cdnpoli Jump to a Region BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Connect Facebook Twitter Google+ RSS Contact Us Global News About Us Privacy Policy Principles & Practices Terms & Conditions Copyright Shaw Media Advertise Open Data © Shaw Media Inc., 2014. All rights reserved. Follow Follow “Global News” Get every new post delivered to your Inbox. Join 3,820 other followers Powered by WordPress.com Shaw Connect Expand News Entertainment Entertainment Home Celebs Movies TV Music Living Lifestyle Food Home & Living Sports Money Tech Travel Breaktime Autos Watch TV Online All Sites Global Global News Food Network HGTV History Television Showcase Slice DTOUR ET Canada National Geographic Movietime Lifetime H2 DIY Action NG Wild Mystery IFC BBC Deja Vu Twist)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141006,www.cbc.ca,http://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/stephen-harper-more-open-with-americans-un-than-with-parliament-1.2777071,Stephen Harper more open with Americans, UN than with Parliament - Politics - CBC News Accessibility Links Skip to main content Skip to CBC accessibility page   CBC Global Navigation CBC.ca News News Menu Sports Sports Menu Music   Radio Radio Menu TV TV Menu My Region Menu   More CBC Menu   Watch Watch Menu Listen Listen Menu     CBC News Politics Major StoriesIn The News In the news Canada and ISIS Ebola outbreak Bottle vs. tap Hong Kong protests CBC News Navigation Home World Canada Politics Business Health Arts & Entertainment Technology & Science Community Weather Video Politics Inside Politics Blog Photo Galleries Analysis Stephen Harper more open with Americans, UN than with Parliament Canada to make decision 'shortly' on more Iraq help, Harper tells U.S. audience By Chris Hall, CBC News Posted: Sep 25, 2014 5:00 AM ET Last Updated: Sep 25, 2014 11:29 AM ET Prime Minister Stephen Harper shakes hands with U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry after speaking at the UN Security Council Wednesday. It's the place to meet influential people. (Sean Kilpatrick / Canadian Press) RAW: Baird on UN's ISIS resolution 1:48 RAW: Baird on UN's ISIS resolution 1:48 About The Author Chris Hall National Affairs Editor Chris Hall is the CBC's National Affairs Editor, based in the Parliamentary Bureau in Ottawa. He began his reporting career with the Ottawa Citizen, before moving to CBC Radio in 1992, where he worked as a national radio reporter in Toronto, Halifax and St. John's. He returned to Ottawa and the Hill in 1998. Related Stories Canada's military: Where in the world is it operating? RAW: Baird on UN's ISIS resolution Stephen Harper considers U.S. request for further military help in ISIS fight ISIS name added to Canada's list of terrorist entities Even Democrats seem unsure of Obama's ISIS strategy for Iraq, Syria Harper urged to use UN speech to push for progress on health of poor kids, moms Stephen Harper made an important announcement Wednesday about Canada's willingness to do more in the battle to stop Islamic State fighters in Iraq. You might have missed it, though, because the prime minister let it slip during a question and answer session before a business audience in New York City. Read more: Stephen Harper considers U.S. request for further help ISIS name added to Canada's terrorist entities Harper told an interviewer that Canada will consider stepping up its contribution to the US-led effort to stop ISIS, apparently at the direct request of the Obama administration. "The United States just recently, in the past couple of days, has asked for some additional contribution,'' Harper said, before deflecting questions about what kind of support was being sought. "Since they didn't release the letter publicly I'm not going to do that,'' he went on.  "I'll just say the government of Canada will make a decision on that very shortly.'' Canadian government sources indicated later that the request is "not for combat" troops. So as information goes, it's a shred. But it's more detail than what the Conservatives have shared in the Commons, where opposition parties can barely get the government to divulge anything about the role Canadian Forces personnel already are playing in northern Iraq, or even how long those soldiers might stay. Harper also didn't mention the U.S. request at a news conference on Monday, when a reporter asked what concrete action Canada would take in response to new threats from ISIS to target Canadians. Now, this isn't the first time Harper chose to announce significant government policy overseas. Canadians first learned of the plans to make them wait longer to collect Old Age Security from a speech the PM gave in Davos, Switzerland in 2012. When it comes to an audience, Harper obviously prefers barons of business to members of Parliament. Parliament's role For NDP Leader Tom Mulcair, Wednesday's announcement is just another example of Harper's continuing lack of regard for the Commons. "If he has something that important to announce he should have, of course, said it here. Now the very least he can do is make public the letter from the Americans," Mulcair said. "It's now his letter. He can make it public." That's not the plan. The U.S. State Department also declined to share "a diplomatic exchange.'' So what's wrong with telling Parliament some of these things? Opposition Leader Thomas Mulcair, for one, would like to know. (Reuters) But this isn't solely a question of process or diplomatic niceties. It's about whether Parliament should be the appropriate place to first thrash out this country's response to a militant group of such extreme that it thinks nothing of beheading Western journalists, exterminating Christians and other religious minorities, and threatening whatever sliver of stability exists in the Middle East. Canada is supposed to be a leading partner in the effort to take on ISIS, one of the first countries to heed President Obama's call to join a coalition to confront the Islamist threat. Harper attended a special, expanded meeting of the UN Security Council late Wednesday. But he focused most of his comments on Canada's legislative measures to curb terrorism-related activity. "We will continue to work with the government of the United States, Iraq and our other friends and allies in a range of humanitarian, political and military assistance to those fighting this phenomenon in the region," he said. The prime minister will no doubt have more to say on Thursday afternoon when he addresses the UN General Assembly opening session for the first time in four years. A useful pulpit Harper has been no fan of the UN, and the truth is he still isn't. Why Stephen Harper has no time for the UN  He didn't attend the UN climate summit earlier this week because there's no political benefit there for his government, which environmental activists condemn for not doing enough to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. His involvement in past years has been focused on the maternal and child-health initiative that he co-chairs, a project around which he's helped build a noticeable consensus, and which has produced measurable results. What makes this year different is that the world is a more uncertain, more dangerous place than ever. ISIS represents only one challenge. Russia has annexed the Crimean peninsula. The Ebola outbreak continues to exact a deep human toll in Western Africa. On these issues, at the very least, there is an emerging global consensus on what needs to be done. Canada is part of that consensus, something Harper is happy to extol. But there's another important factor. Harper is heading into an election year, making the UN an irresistible bully pulpit for a world leader. It is also one that is unavailable to his political opponents Tom Mulcair and Justin Trudeau, especially since the prime minister's intended audience is back here in Canada. Thursday's speech is part of a narrative that Harper is a leader with principled stands on foreign issues. A leader who guided Canada through and out of a recession. These are themes the Conservatives will use as a foundation for the 2015 campaign, which is already well under way. John Trent is part of a group of retired diplomats and foreign policy experts who argue Harper's approach to the UN undermines Canada's influence in the global community, despite this year's decision to address the General Assembly. "Does it mean Canada's back and going to work at the United Nations," he asked at a news conference Wednesday. "Or is it just an electoral ploy? It is hard to know.'' Hard to know. And just as hard to understand for Canadians who expect the prime minister to announce his big decisions at home.  Report Typo Send Feedback Comments on this story are moderated according to our Submission Guidelines. Comments are welcome while open. We reserve the right to close comments at any time. Submission Policy Note: The CBC does not necessarily endorse any of the views posted. By submitting your comments, you acknowledge that CBC has the right to reproduce, broadcast and publicize those comments or any part thereof in any manner whatsoever. Please note that comments are moderated and published according to our submission guidelines. Stay Connected with CBC News Mobile Facebook Podcasts Twitter Alerts Newsletter Power & Politics' Ballot Box question by Evan Solomon Oct. 6, 2014 4:53 PM Do you think airstrikes will defeat ISIS? Top News Headlines Iraq mission: Tories offer more aid but opposition unimpressed video New concern worldwide as nurse in Spain gets Ebola Adding Sun might not move Post from under its cloud audio In Hong Kong protest, China's 'Goliath' hasn't blinked yet: Patrick Brown video Vancouver police issue warning after series of sexual assaults Must Watch Latest Politics News Headlines ISIS mission gets aid injection as MPs debate air combat role in Iraq video Hillary Clinton says military 'critical' but 'insufficient' against ISIS video Canada's free flight for European leaders ruffles German feathers video Jamie Carroll, former Liberal national director, faces charge under Lobbying Act MPs to debate ISIS combat role with polls suggesting broad support The National Xavier Dolan The young, Canadian director talks about his career At Issue Canada's Role in Iraq Rex Murphy How to Fix the House of Commons The House John Baird explains Canada's objectives in Iraq Oct. 4, 2014 2:01 PM This week on The House, Foreign Affairs Minister John Baird outlines what Canada's objectives will be in Iraq. Then, the leader of the Official Opposition, Tom Mulcair, explains why he's concerned with the mission. Most Viewed MPs to debate ISIS combat role with polls suggesting broad support read comments Canada's religious freedom ambassador blasts Putin on eve of Ukraine visit ISIS mission gets aid injection as MPs debate air combat role in Iraq read comments ISIS in Iraq: 5 things we learned about Canada's mission read comments Justin Trudeau's Liberals widening lead on Conservatives, polls suggest ISIS fight: 6-month maximum attached to Canada's air combat offer read comments Skilled immigrants to be offered 'express entry' to Canada in 2015 read comments Why our brains aren't built for democracy read comments Environmentalists shift focus to more grassroots, less government read comments Right Communications The National Canada's destination for original journalism and stories with added depth and context. The Exchange with Amanda Lang The day's biggest business stories. Weeknights at 7 p.m. ET on CBC News Network Don't Miss Interactive Canada's military: Where in the world is it operating? ISIS in Iraq 5 things we learned about Canada's mission PIPELINE PROTESTS Environmentalists shift focus to more grassroots, less government ISIS mission What Canada's political leaders said MICHAEL ENRIGHT How to fix question period Video RAW: Lukiwski's Commons shoutout to @Kady 1:09 Analysis Justin Trudeau's Liberals widening lead on Conservatives, polls suggest DISCOVERY Franklin expedition ship found in Arctic ID'd as HMS Erebus TRADE STRATEGY Tom Mulcair's EU trade deal choice could signal election strategy Exclusive Stephen Harper gives pricey free ride home to European leaders ELECTION PREP Trudeau Liberals woo high-profile aboriginal candidates ahead of 2015 Video Paul Calandra's non-answer period week in videos CBC Global Footer CBC.ca Aboriginal Books Contests Digital Archives Documentaries Kids Kids' CBC Preschool Music News Parents Program Guide Radio Sports Television Subscriptions CBC Player CBC Shop Corporate About CBC Transparency and Accountability Jobs Production Facilities Mobile Production Rentals Ombudsman CBC: Get the Facts Independent Producers Public Appearances Pitch a Radio or Audio Program Program and Content Sales Archive Sales Educational Sales Image Research Library & Still Photos Consumer Recordings Digital TV Stay Connected Mobile RSS Podcasts Member Services:Newsletters & Alerts CBC Links Terms Of Use Reuse & Permissions Advertise Privacy Site Map Help Contact Us CBC Radio-Canada Copyright © CBC 2014 cbc.radio-canada.ca cbc.ca radio-canada.ca)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=27100,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 7, May/June 2012   40th anniversary of non-instructional days in the school calendar  By Stephen Anderson and Heather Daly   This year marks the 40th anniversary of the addition of non-instructional days to the school calendar. Prior to 1971, teachers primarily developed professionally on their own time. This is one of two 40th anniversaries being celebrated this year; the 1971–72 school year was a significant one for the BCTF’s Provincial Specialist Associations (PSAs). The first meeting of the PSA Council was held on the October 23, 1971. Thus began the 40-year tradition of PSAs formally working together as “teachers teaching teachers.” In 1976, the Federation created the Professional Development Advisory Committee (PDAC) to support local associations. In 1977, the concept of “teachers teaching teachers” was further established through the beginning of the provision of training and support for PD associates, and the introduction in 1978 of Project TEACH instructors. In 1982, government introduced Bill 89 to override the School Act in an effort to reduce the operating costs of districts and therefore help in slashing the provincial budget. The intent of the legislation was to change the hours in session as well as the days in session. A non-instructional day was characterized as a day on which students were excused from tuition and instruction and during which teachers were subject to the direction of the board. The school board could designate a non-instructional day for the district and Bill 89 also allowed for districts to only have one non-instructional day, but they could, by agreement with the local teachers’ association, increase this by five further days to a total of six non-instructional days. The result would have been a loss of non-instructional days in most districts for professional development. The BCTF opposed the loss of non-instructional days and encouraged its members to resist the attack on public education since teachers had resisted in the past and school boards had relented. Bill 89 was only in force until the end of June 1983. There were continual pressures on professional autonomy in relation to non-instructional days, but the BCTF was able to fend this off and set a direction for local professional development leadership. In 1983, the BCTF established professional initiatives such as staff rep training, the integration of social responsibility into professional development activities, policy studies on teaching, pedagogy and professionalism, and advocacy work to defend public education. In 1992, the Federation introduced major changes to support local professional development leadership by establishing Summer Conference training of PD chairpersons and funding release time to support school PD rep training. All of these initiatives came as a result of the BCTF resisting attacks that would lessen the number of non-instructional days and professional autonomy in relation to these days. The Federation also took leadership in creating opportunities for teachers to examine their practice and develop their professionalism. Today, continuous, career-long development as a professional is one of the key aspects of being a teacher in British Columbia. It is one of the primary goals of the BCTF and is noted in the four out of eight current BC Teacher Regulation Branch Standards. In order to develop as professionals, teachers must have autonomy, respect, and time to assess and understand their own strengths and needs and must have opportunities to grow, and to share expertise. The successor of PDAC, the Professional Issues Advisory Committee (PIAC), which includes three representatives of the PSA Council, now works to support the BCTF Executive, the BCTF zonal structure and locals’ elected professional development chairpersons within a context of BCTF and PSA support. Workshops and programs with funding such as self-directed PD, Program for Quality Teaching (PQT), and teacher inquiry are all part of that support. The PD chairpersons in turn work to encourage and support autonomous, teacher-directed professional development and inquiry in their locals. The role of the PD chairpersons in ensuring the provision of teacher-directed professional development and the promotion of the opportunities provided by PSAs and LSAs in their locals is increasingly a critical one in continuing BCTF resistance against the threatened loss of teachers’ autonomy over their professional development. Ironically, what has been a year of celebration of the 40 years of inclusion of non-instructional days in the school calendar has also now seen the introduction of legislation (Bill 36) that would eliminate the provincially mandated school calendar. In taking aim at the school calendar, Bill 36 is not dissimilar to 1982’s Bill 89, and like the older legislation also appears to have targeted non-instructional days. In the case of Bill 36 this is through the inclusion of the wording “…one or more non-instructional days or non-instructional periods, if any, scheduled by a board...” [emphasis added] and “hours of instruction” instead of “days in session.” Although non-instructional days were added to the school calendar 40 years ago, the ability for teachers in BC to choose to participate in, or to provide professional development opportunities, which meet their own assessed needs or share their strengths with others, requires continual utilization and defense; it must never be taken for granted. For more information, go to: bctf.ca/professionaldevelopment.aspx  This article concludes the year-long series celebrating the 40th anniversary of the PSA Council, and of the inclusion of non-instructional days in the school calendar.  Stephen Anderson and Heather Daly, PSA Council    Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20170418,bctf.ca,http://bctf.ca/history/rooms/InternationalSolidarity.aspx?id=44821,BCTF Online Museum > International Solidarity Room  Welcome Rooms Collections Resources Search Menu Rooms  >  International Solidarity Globalization and Education The education world is not flat: Neoliberalism’s global project and teacher unions’ resistance, by Larry Kuehn Building Teacher Solidarity A Rethinking Schools interview with Larry Kuehn about building ties between teachers in Canada, Mexico, and the United States through the Tri-national Coalition in Defense of Public Education. Resistance to making education a tradable commodity Presentation by Larry Kuehn to the Education Forum of the People’s Summit of the Americas, Mar del Plata, Argentina, November, 2005 Leaning between conspiracy and hegemony: OECD, UNESCO, and the tower of PISA  This article by Larry Kuehn, which was published in Passing the test: The false promises of standardized testing (M. Moll (Ed.). 2004), takes an in-depth look at international testing programs and the impetus behind them. Keep public education out of trade agreements Larry Kuehn makes the case for excluding education from trade agreements. Two trade agreements being negotiated are the primary focus of the article—the General Agreement on Trade in Services (GATS) and the Free Trade Area of the Americas (FTAA). Responding to globalization of education in the Americas— Strategies to support public education Presentation to IDEA conference, Quito, Ecuador October 1999 by Larry Kuehn, Director of Research and Technology, BCTF. Questioning PISA:  examine the purpose, not just the rankings     © 201617 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy.)
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(20141006,globalnews.ca,http://globalnews.ca/edmonton/,Edmonton News | Weather & Traffic - Latest Sports | Breaking News Your Region: National BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg On TV: News Hour Sections National National sections Locals Local sections Watch Watch sections Search Canada Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released Sections Health Money Consumer Tech Entertainment Environment Science Lifestyle Sports Featured Canada World Politics Investigations Canada Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released Your Region National Change BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg News Video Weather Traffic Contests Featured Events Event Calendar Contact Us Flyers Jump to a Region National BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg WATCH: Thieves throw chainsaws at police during high-speed chase Schedule NowNews Hour 6:30pmGlobal National More Programs Morning News Weekend Morning News More Personalities Carole Anne Devaney Gord Steinke Nancy Carlson Nicola Crosbie More Sports Bouchard makes WTA history Entertainment Reynolds, Lively expecting first child News Northern Manitoba plunged into winter News Photo radar petition picks up speed Entertainment Depardieu reveals past as escort Entertainment Gone Girl beats Annabelle at box office Canada National prescription drug program News On the ground in Hong Kong Trending Nobel Prize Peter Pocklington Consort shooting Islamic State Ebola Magnotta Tragically Hip Alberta byelections Top Story 5 hours ago Tenant charged in death of woman found in Edmonton house fire Juan Rolan Checkel, 24, is facing several charges including first-degree murder in the death of 32-year-old Genevieve Auger. Continue reading → Top Story 5 hours ago Wetaskiwin aircraft hangar destroyed by fire A number of aircraft were destroyed in a fire that ripped through a storage hangar at the Wetaskiwin airport early Monday morning. Continue reading → Latest News RCMP 4 hours ago ASIRT investigates officer-involved shooting in Redcliff The Alberta Serious Incident Response Team (ASIRT) is investigating an officer-involved shooting in Redcliff. Continue reading → Edmonton Traffic 4 hours ago Edmonton man’s online petition against photo radar picks up speed An Edmonton man’s online petition calling for the end of the city’s photo radar program continues to pick up speed. Continue reading →   What is this? Branded content is written by or on behalf of our sponsor and not by Global News' editorial staff. If you'd like to learn more... What is this ? X What is this? Branded content is written by or on behalf of our sponsor and not by Global News' editorial staff. If you'd like to learn more... More stories below Ebola 19 mins ago Nurse in Spain is 1st Ebola infection outside West Africa A Spanish nurse who treated a missionary for the disease at a Madrid hospital has tested positive for the disease, according to a Spanish health official. Continue reading → Aboriginal policies 4 hours ago Prentice says he’ll revisit contentious Alberta aboriginal policies Alberta Premier Jim Prentice says he’ll revisit some policies that have led to a welter of lawsuits and bad will between his government and First Nations over energy development. Continue reading → Mayerthorpe 5 hours ago Child responsible for starting Mayerthorpe fire Shortly before noon on Saturday, October 4, Mayerthorpe RCMP and fire crews responded to an outdoor building containing hay bales that was on fire. Continue reading → Michael Phelps 32 mins ago USA Swimming suspends Michael Phelps for 6 months USA Swimming has suspended Michael Phelps for six months, forced him to withdraw from next year’s world championships. Continue reading →   What is this? Branded content is written by or on behalf of our sponsor and not by Global News' editorial staff. If you'd like to learn more... What is this ? X What is this? Branded content is written by or on behalf of our sponsor and not by Global News' editorial staff. If you'd like to learn more... Consumer 8 hours ago Coffee shop becomes first business to open underground on LRT concourse Burrow café opened its doors Monday at Central Station, becoming the city’s first business to open underground as part of the LRT concourse. Continue reading → Cardston 9 hours ago 109 year booze ban in Cardston up for vote in plebiscite A ban on alcohol sales that has been in place since Alberta became a province will be voted on in a plebiscite in the town of Cardston today. Continue reading → More stories below Phoenix 42 mins ago Boy left in car during church choir practice dies A 3-year-old boy has died a day after being left in a hot car for several hours while his mother and a family friend were in church for a choir practice, police said Monday. Continue reading → media 10 hours ago Quebecor sells off Sun newspaper chain to Postmedia Quebecor has signed a deal to sell Sun Media Corp.’s English-language operations, consisting of 175 newspapers and publications. Continue reading → Crime 10 hours ago Two men charged in fatal Castor fire returning to court Two men charged in a triple murder in Castor are scheduled to return to court in Red Deer Monday. Continue reading → Luka Magnotta 1 hour ago Magnotta brought home mystery man a week before killing, court hears Luka Magnotta brought home a man with dark hair less than one week before he killed Jun Lin in his bachelor apartment in May 2012, a court in Montreal heard Monday. Continue reading → Crime 11 hours ago Man critically injured in Edmonton hit-and-run A man in his forties is in critical condition following a hit-and-run collision in southwest Edmonton Sunday night. Continue reading → Edmonton Fire and Rescue 11 hours ago Early morning blaze in west Edmonton Edmonton fire investigators are trying to figure out what sparked an early morning blaze Monday. Continue reading → GM Recall 1 hour ago GM uses Facebook, calls to get recalled cars fixed Eight months after General Motors began recalling more than 2 million cars because of a deadly ignition-switch defect, less than half the owners have gotten their vehicles fixed. Continue reading → Load More Stories Popular Now Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released 20224 How does Ebola spread? 5 things you need to know 18659 Accused Madeleine McCann Twitter troll found dead 9985 Ebola: 5 reasons why an outbreak is highly unlikely in Canada 7298 UPDATE: What’s the best, cheapest Canadian cellphone plan out there? 5891 Featured Content Canada Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released Video sequences from cameras at Magnotta’s apartment building have been released, and they suggest a haunting timeline of victim Jun Lin’s fate. Continue reading → Canada Ebola: 5 reasons why an outbreak is highly unlikely in Canada What are the chances of an Ebola outbreak taking off in Canada? It isn’t likely, according to experts. And here are a number of reasons why. Continue reading → Canada Quebecor sells off Sun newspaper chain to Postmedia Quebecor has signed a deal to sell Sun Media Corp.’s English-language operations, consisting of 175 newspapers and publications. Continue reading → Features ‘I’m loving motherhood': Edmonton midwife who had eye removed to save her son Nearly one month after giving birth to a beautiful baby boy, a local midwife and her husband gathered with family and friends Sunday to celebrate the birth. Continue reading → Highlights Man trying to reach Bermuda in inflatable bubble rescued by Coast Guard A longtime endurance runner and peace activist whose latest goal was to reach Bermuda in a homemade floating “Hydro Pod” was rescued by the U.S. Coast Guard on Saturday after he began suffering from fatigue. Continue reading → 20 puppies found abandoned in Saskatchewan field on the mend Twenty hungry, cold and flea-infested puppies found in a Saskatchewan field are now being nursed back to health at the Battleford’s Humane Society. Continue reading → Are time-outs as bad as spanking? By Meaghan Craig Reporter New research suggests that ‘time-outs’ are not in your child’s best interest but an expert disagrees. Continue reading → Email alerts Sign up for FREE daily Globalnews.ca newsletters and breaking news alerts Email Address National Daily News National Breaking News By clicking on the submit button, I have read, understood and agreed to our privacy policy Twitter Follow globaledmonton 33 minutes ago Global Edmonton @GlobalEdmonton RT @vineshpratap: If my calculations are correct, the new hotel/ condo will go where cursor is. #yeg #yegdt #yegarena @GlobalEdmonton http:… 1 hour ago Global Edmonton @GlobalEdmonton RT @Eric_Szeto: 6 y/o Josh taken to hospital with head injuries. Parents say he was attacked on school bus #yeg @GlobalEdmonton http://t.co… 1 hour ago Global Edmonton @GlobalEdmonton Accused Madeleine McCann Twitter troll found dead: glbn.ca/ClDWP Events Edmonton 2014 summer festivals and events Festival season is once again underway in Edmonton. From Pride to K-Days, Canada Day to the Edmonton International Fringe Festival, there’s no shortage of activities to partake in. Continue reading → Contests Global Edmonton – Today’s Contest Watch Global News for your cue to enter TODAY’S CONTEST ! Then complete the entry form and state the “Contest Code Word” mentioned on-air. Enter now → Contact Global Edmonton Keep in touch -- there's no shortage of ways to contact us: 1. Follow us on Twitter @GlobalEdmonton 2. Email us edmonton@globalnews.ca 3. Call us at 780-436-1250 4. Or get us the old fashioned way at 5325 Allard Way, Edmonton, AB, T6H 5B8 5. You can also use our contact form below: Name Email Address Message Jump to a Region BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Connect Facebook Twitter Google+ RSS Contact Us Global News About Us Privacy Policy Principles & Practices Terms & Conditions Copyright Shaw Media Advertise Open Data © Shaw Media Inc., 2014. All rights reserved. Follow Follow “Global News” Get every new post delivered to your Inbox. Join 3,820 other followers Powered by WordPress.com Shaw Connect Expand News Entertainment Entertainment Home Celebs Movies TV Music Living Lifestyle Food Home & Living Sports Money Tech Travel Breaktime Autos Watch TV Online All Sites Global Global News Food Network HGTV History Television Showcase Slice DTOUR ET Canada National Geographic Movietime Lifetime H2 DIY Action NG Wild Mystery IFC BBC Deja Vu Twist)
(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2014/09/tentative-agreement-yes-or-no.html?showComment=1410963171425,Staffroom Confidential: Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, September 16, 2014 Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Despite what I know was a herculean effort on the part of our bargaining team, I very much hope that BC teachers will vote no to the tentative agreement. After five weeks of strike, and twelve years of legal battles, this is not the deal that will restore sanity to public education and it is not a fair deal for teachers and students. Just as teachers in Saskatchewan rejected a deal to ensure a better outcome, I hope BC teachers will consider a no vote to let our team know we have to go back to the bargaining table. Class size, composition The agreement provided a modified LIF fund starting at $75 million per year and increasing to $85 by the last year. It is for teachers only, which will mean a slight improvement in Districts where sizeable portions were spent on Education Assistants or senior District staff rather than teachers. However, in an average size District like Victoria (20,000 students, 1,000 teachers), this will translate into about 5-10 more teachers. That is one for every five schools. To put it in comparison, Justice Griffin's judgement estimated the lost funding due to lost class size language at about $330 million in current dollars. (Read more here about the proposed Education Fund.) I heard so many teachers speak up about the need to ensure that we do not return to over-crowded classes when the strike ends. This agreement does very little to alleviate what is the most pressing issue. Throwing away the court victory The agreement provides a "reopener" in the event we win on appeal our class size language. What this means is that the language returns, but is not implemented until new language is negotiated. Without the actual implementation of the returned language, there will be very little incentive for the government to bargain it back. We would essentially be back in the very same position we are in today, with government trying to bargain it out and us trying to bargain it back in. In my opinion, even if we were legislated back to work we would be in a superior position. If we won the appeal the government would then be forced to implement the language. We are thus throwing away our historic court victory and the bargaining pressure it potentially creates. The reopener is really only mildly less offensive than E80. In both cases, we have to bargain back what was illegally taken from our contract and the government will probably never have to restore it. In fact, the "reopener" creates the perfect opportunity for government to lock us out to try and force us to agree to something far inferior. Throwing away the remedy for the last twelve years The agreement provides $105 million to compensate for grievances over-sized classes for the last twelve years. Using Justice Griffin's estimates, our loss is roughly $300 million times 12 = over $3 billion. I cannot fathom how $105 million is a fair compromise. The BCTF's original proposal to put this money back into the system was a more fair and productive approach. This agreement means we can no longer go to the courts for a fair remedy. Wages The agreement is very close to government's original offer. While I would be willing to accept this if the class size language was returned, teachers should not be taking such a significant monetary loss without the commensurate gain in working conditions. We have lost roughly 12% of our annual salary. We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut. Minimal improvements There are very minimal improvements in preparation time for elementary teachers (10 minutes per week), and TTOC daily rate. The TTOC daily rate change may depend on your grid placement. It could actually be a wage loss for long term TTOCs who are above category 5 and step 7. There is also $11 million in health and dental benefits. At 40,000 members, this is $275 each. Hardly worth consideration in the context of the rest of the agreement. What next? There are a variety of options if we vote no. We can continue the strike. We can choose to return to work and continue bargaining. We do not, and should not, accept an agreement that doesn't meet our needs and doesn't meet the needs of students and public education. When Saskatchewan teachers rejected the first deal which had 5.5% wage increases over four years, the second deal had 7.3% increases over four years. They have said this still isn't good enough. For us, our main issue is classroom conditions. We need to say this isn't good enough. The way to do that is to vote no. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 7:48 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 124 comments: Troy MooreSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:17 PM The EC recommendation states the open clause will be argued from restored language. However, selling our grievances for nothing as the 105 million is strike savings, is plenty of reason to vote no. Further, no composition caps, but a fund controlled by Superintendents is enough reason to vote no. Thursday I will vote no.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:06 PM Re-opener also says "education fund" in place until new language bargained, so old language can disappear forever.Delete Reply Mme RousseauSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:33 PM Government starved us to death hoping we'd vote yes to whatever deal they'd offer. Planned it from the start.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:07 PM We can sill choose (collectively) to return to work if we reject this deal. Many options.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:09 PM Great analysis, Tara! I think that returning to work would be a bad idea. This will frustrate parents more if they need to find new ways to deal with taking care fo kids. USe the money given to you by the other unions. I am a teacher who had to quit for stress over the terrible condition of work (split FI grade 4/5, several low LD kids with little support, one severe with no support, 2 gifted (no support), and a principal who expected me to teach 2 separate social studies AND science programs)Delete Reply Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:56 PM Good points by all but the gov't succeeded in starving my family out and completly breaking us. I will be voting YES and live to fight another dayReplyDelete Replies schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:21 PM 'Fight another day'? In the last twelve years that we have been pushing back against this government, never has the tide tide been so much with teachers, class size/composition, and public education - and never has the government been pushed back onto the ropes (especially with the call for binding arbitration). What 'other day' is being proposed that we wait for? Now is the time. Vote 'no' and give the BCTF bargaining team a renewed mandate to get a decent deal for students and teachers.Delete Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:10 PM "Another day" means to wake up and realize that 2more weeks means my family of 5 could lose our home. It means I will do all I can to recall Cc, Factbender, and other mla's, and maybe even having "a guy I know" have a chat with them. In year 1 of their reign, I don't believe they even know what "the ropes" are. I will vote YES ...for my family, and I can live with thatDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:12 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply Karen FergusonSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:03 PM Just a question: When the Saskatchewan teachers voted no, had they already been on strike for 5 weeks?ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM No. They are working with no contract. They are not on strike.Delete Shannon DavisSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:23 AM I am a Saskatchewan teacher. We are not on strike; we are currently in the conciliation process after voting "no" to 2 previous offersDelete Reply "Mama Rose"September 16, 2014 at 9:27 PM Can we truly return to work without agreeing and continue bargaining? When I suggested returning to work a few weeks ago, the answer was "being on strike puts pressure on the gov't and without pressure they have no reason to settle." And can you explain more how legislating us back would be better than agreeing to this deal? And finally, why would the BCTF executive put forward a deal that was not a good one?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:30 PM Because they need confirmation of the resolve of the membership to get something better. That is what a no vote does.Delete Reply Troylana MSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:28 PM some great points to ponder, tara......thinking thinking....ReplyDelete schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:43 PM If we vote 'no' to the tentative deal we still have options: We'd not have a contract. But we could... a) strike with full picket lines b) partially strike with phase 1 (work-to-rule) in schools c) partially strike with periodic/rotating job action d) continue negotiating e) return to work and re-escalate strike f) some/all of the above ReplyDelete Replies Caroline MackenzieSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:21 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:14 PM a) will expedite matters (I say less that 3 days)Delete Reply danabjornsonSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:05 PM I am thinking that a legislated, crappier contract would only be in effect for 2 years max (before elections...). If we take this offer, then we will be agreeing to this pseudo-E80. Should we win the court case (which we likely will), we will have to settle on the terms of the THIS negotiated contract which doesn't actually restore learning conditions; it simply allows for those conditions to be negotiated. If we say n, then we default to the 2002 contract, which DOES restore the language. A "yes" vote is saying that we are good on "crumbs"; a "no" vote is saying we want an actual meal. That's my understanding, anyway. Please correct me where I am wrong, Tara. :)ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:44 PM And word is IF they legislate, they could opt to legislate back Grade 10-12 only causing the union to have to lay off all teachers and re-hire based on seniority. That will tear the union at the seams pitting teacher against teacher for those positions. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:17 PM There will be a general strike if that were to happen! They better not do this. They will regret it.Delete Reply imaginefunlearningSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:09 PM Some good points on the background of our fight over the past 12 years, which I have been actively engaged in; however we need to recognize the climate we are in. We are not in Sask. people! We have just come through a very long summer!! We need to thank our @bctf bargaining team & recognize the toll this has taken on all of us & our families. I don't have the luxury of more time on the strike line. This may be as good as it gets. Let's read the agreement and consider getting back to work and making some $ again! That's my 2 cents worth, which would come in really handy right now!!!ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:18 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply RobSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:11 PM Go back in work to rule mode. Work this winter to recall every Liberal MLA. ThAt is the only way to apply pressure to these criminals. ReplyDelete Replies Kate RestonSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:03 PM Recall! Not sure who won the battle but the war is still onDelete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:14 AM Well said Kate... I agree 100%Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:20 PM I think say NO and a better deal will be done in less than 3 days. These guys are not criminals, they are lower than that. I bet they get a sick pleasure in hurting the kids and the teachers.Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:31 PM An official recall is in the works: https://www.facebook.com/groups/316129595235450/?fref=ts Please consider joining.Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:26 AM Leah - do you honestly think anyone who voted BC Liberal did so thinking that they would act any differently on the education file?Delete Reply JJSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:16 PM I am glad to see other members who share my views. I am outraged at a 1.2 percent "raise" in salary per year that doesn't even meet inflation of currently 2%. I feel used and abused.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:23 PM Not to mention all of the other pittance! I am actually surprised that Iker asked teachers to vote on this! Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:18 PM Hi Tara Thanks for the summary! Will we be able to vote NO to the deal, but vote YES to returning to work? Will there be three options when we vote Thursday? Why did the BCTF agree to a substandard deal for us? If we vote no to a deal that was recommended to us, the teachers look like the bad guys and public approval will plummet. I am very disappointed and frustratedReplyDelete Replies KataSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:12 AM Public approval will not necessarily plummet. I have seen strikes where the membership has voted against the executive's "best results to date", and ended up with a better offer. This offer is an insult. The $300 million will not bring funding to the national average (I believe). More importantly, the wage offer is half of the average wage increase for public and private workers (StatsCan). Delete Reply MontySeptember 16, 2014 at 10:19 PM Thank you, Tara. My thoughts too, more clearly expressed. As well, Thursday is too soon to vote, too soon to vote, too soon to vote........ReplyDelete Richard ChalkeSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:21 PM Vote no and lose every shred of public support...just sayin!ReplyDelete Replies UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:31 AM I am a member of the public and would support a "no" vote. js!.Delete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:01 AM Richard Chalke, NO you won't! I am a mother with 3 adopted special needs children who need to be in a class that is designed for them and others like them (my kids are academically slightly delayed but their issues are more social and behavioural) where they can receive the education they deserve taught in a way they can comprehend. I will speak now for all the parents I know, and we will support the teacher's if they continue to fight for our children's best interest.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:28 PM It might not be pretty at first, but once we explain things (and I hope the Mandarin-speaking teachers flood the Richmond organization that voiced their concerns), they will back us. The 3 billions that the judge came to is the first I hear about. This should be stated to every newsmedia comment section in the province. Minimize pickets and flood those outlets with commenters, just like the Liberals do. Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:45 PM I am a member of the public and a single Mother of a child in the public school system. You will NOT lose one bit of my support if you vote no. I know that you are sacrificing so that my child can have a better education, and I am most grateful for it. Having said that, I also know that you are exhausted and broke. I have been dreading that you may have to settle for less than what you (we) deserve because the government succeeded in breaking you. I am not in your shoes, so cannot judge. If the vote is a yes, I understand and I am still behind you. Delete Reply Alison RocheSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:25 PM It is a crap deal. It's always a crap deal. Once you raise the stakes to striking, anything else is a cave in. The last time we walked out was the 3 day illegal strike where I threw away 1200$ and got EXACTLY the same contract I had the year before. The BCTF called it a win because they didn't rip up MORE of my contract. Ridiculous. There are a few of us that believe that working to contract, doing 100% of your teaching job and nothing more (like paying for supplies out of your own pocket or EC) is the only way teachers will survive this government. What if they get re-elected again? Then what? Teachers have lost thousands to these clowns to make "statements" about the state of public education in this province. We can't keep sacrificing ourselves and our families. And in the meantime, you talk to parents about why you have to take this crappy road. Because up until this strike they mostly didn't care about the state of education, but god forbid you didn't run a Sports Day. Then suddenly they wanted to know what the hell was going on. Keep the conversation going in schools. Attend your PAC meetings and stop enabling this govt to underfund and overwork the system. And still get paid!ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:20 AM I am very excited at the prospect of returning to my beloved job on Friday. However I will NOT continue to put my personal money into my classroom and I will be seriously reconsidering my involvement in extra curriculars. I think we shoot ourselves in the foot with all the unpaid work we so willingly volunteer to do. Delete Reply FCSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:38 PM I heard a rumour last week from a loose lipped government insider that after the 22nd, depending on the outcome of the negotiations the Liberals were going to announce a 3 step process. I was not clear if this was based on 3 steps to resolve the strike (perhaps the 3rd step is legislation??) or 3 steps to overhaul the education system, either way, they will settle it outright. I wish you all luck and all the information that you need to make a sound decision of what you feel is best.ReplyDelete Replies Lisa BurrowsSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:53 PM I have heard similar rumours. On the 23rd, the gov. was planning on introducing a $6000 per year voucher system for 3 choices: an academic or trades program, or something called EducationCanada. Not clear whether their intention was to privatize the public system, de-certify teachers and hire them back under new wage/benefits. Not clear where these rumours originated from. Maybe fear tactics to get teachers to vote yes. In any event, I plan on voting yes. I signed up to be a teacher, not a martyr. This strike has cost us a lot. We need to regain our livelihood and hopefully continue the conversation about class composition. We have at least awakened many people to the issue, and the court case is still an avenue that could eventually improve teaching and learning conditions.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:33 PM I urge all teachers to fight and say NO to this deal. Retired teacher who had to retire because horrendous work conditions. Make me proud. They will not last long if you say NO! I know this is tough, but there is money and I hear that Van City does offer loan at low to 0 %. Banks do allow you to miss a mortgage payment. Go talki to your banker.Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM Will school districts require teachers to make up missed days, as suggested in the media? Will the school calendar be changing to make up for the missed three weeks and if so will we be made aware of those changes PRIOR to the vote? ReplyDelete KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:41 PM "Wages..... We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut." And that is the cost of going on strike!!! There is nothing that can be done about that. You cannot go on strike and put up the raise you want every week to compensate for your time on strike - it doesn't work that way.ReplyDelete Replies Drew StevensonSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:59 AM I believe the missing "..." Suggests that they meant to refer to the losses against inflation since the last wage step increase. Thus this contract does not allow us to recover the buying power lost to inflation since the last non contract or "0%" year. Add those up and compare against the proposed increase and you see that by the end of the contract, we won't be able to afford the same value of goods (loaves of bread, watts of energy, litres of gas) that we could at the end of the last contracts term. It was not a comment about wages that were lost in the strike. Those are really small potatoes when compared to the grinding power of inflation over years and years. The next contract will use this latest for a bench mark so these losses to inflation will grind at all teachers for as long as they teach. A death of a thousand cuts to our ability to afford basic goods and services. Any raise less than inflation is a cut to the value placed on us and on our ability to pay our bills. Delete Reply Ed SSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:09 PM Having lost $20,000 (including summer school wages) as the single income for a family of five is far too much; I will be voting YES to the deal, unless the independently wealthy teachers out there who wish to continue the strike will pay my bills and mortgage for me.ReplyDelete Replies Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:14 PM I feel ya. Yes for meDelete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:18 AM Ed S. With all due respect (and I mean that), how did you lose $20,000 in the strike? Teachers were out 2 weeks (all out) before they were supposed to be in June, and now 3 weeks for the start of school? It is my understanding that teachers don't get paid through the summer months. Please correct me if I'm wrong, wherever I'm wrong. Shouldn't you have been financially alright for the summer months at least? Also all teachers knew this strike had a possibility of extending into the new school year but no one teacher budgeted for this possibility? I'm truly just trying to get a clear picture of where this all stems. NO disrespect intended.Delete BlairSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:12 AM Kelly, not Ed but if you look at the numbers there was the 10% lockout haircut in May/June plus the loss of most of June and the loss of much of September. In our 1 teacher (1 non) household we calculated a $9 K - $10 K loss so far. If you add summer school earnings you can easily make the loss in the $20 k zone. As for budgeting, we budget for the summer, but did not expect the 10% haircut, nor the loss of June/Sept days which completely messed our budgeting calculations. A very good friend (single teaching mother) was crushed by the loss of the June income and is without a penny today.Delete Mr. SmoothSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:35 PM The only one who didn't get a haircut was Jim Iker... and he needs one more than anyone else. What's with that over-coiffed 70"s mullet Jim? Does wonders for the BCTF brand image!Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:55 PM Jim's hair is not open for discussion in a respectful space like this. As for his salary, he is a teacher who does not get paid when we are on strike.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:04 PM Totally agree!Delete Reply Mr. GSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:24 PM If I thought they could do any better I would agree with voting NO, but you have to be realistic. The BCTF does not use professionals to bargain and always ends up with much less than they promise the membership when asking for a strike vote. While this is not a great deal for teachers, I really think you're fooling yourself if you think it'll get any better.ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:02 AM BCTF needs to be replaced with younger more adept representatives and advocates. Also, we should be hiring professional contract negotiators - you don't go into battle with cut throat corporate types with a wooden knife. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:37 PM This is BAD deal! Say NO to it and show those (expletives) that we will not take it anymore! Come on! Show them that teachers have a spine! They will respect us, oddly!Delete Reply retaSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:51 PM I agree with Richard. Those in the public that are uniformed would be furious, and there are many teachers who just can't afford to use their wages as their voice any longer - too much has already been donated to the government. In my opinion, the deal is pretty lame. I am sitting on the fence.ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:24 AM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:26 AM So true!!! I cannot afford to fight this battle for public education any longer. Why is this my personal and professional obligation??? However I think this deal is weak weak weak. I also think its the best we are going to get. Ideologically I'm on the fence but my wallet will vote YES.Delete Reply SirThinksToo MuchSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:54 PM My wife and I will be voting "Yes" on Thursday for it is the middle path. The easy path would have been for us to go back to school with E-80 & E-81 over our heads. The difficult path would be for us to vote "No" and put our mortgage at risk and having to continue asking retired parents for handouts to feed a family with three kids. The middle path is the wisest choice for us considering the current political climate in which those who do not teach are the quickest to judge it harshly.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:41 PM I understand that this is really tough for you! I almost died teaching a few month ago. I had to quit. Please consider holding on and say no. Remember the short loss in salary will be offset in the LONG-RUn by better salary increase. This is a joke! They will be laughing at you even more if we accept this. This is a very bad deal! However, I do respect your position!Delete Reply DaleSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:16 AM Why would classroom conditions be better on October 9th after being legislated back? We have been outplayed because of our stubborn refusal to outdated, tired old tactics. It is because of these actions that have led us to this terrible deal. Time to reset, regroup and stock up for the long haul. Can't do it if half the members commit hara kiri on themselves. We are a union of professionals not a cult. ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:49 AM Could not agree more.Delete schreck!September 17, 2014 at 9:44 AM Could you please advise which tactics you believe could have been used to secure a superior deal?Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:47 AM Full disclosure: I'm a BC Liberal supporter. The only people who would benefit from a NO vote are the BC Liberals. Teachers would be bargaining with no leverage whatsoever and would be viewed by a large segment of the population as unreasonable. The BC Liberals then get portray themselves as the only party capable of dealing with the BCTF. schreck! says that the BCTF has the government on the ropes, but he couldn't be farther from the truth. The government wants people to view the BCTF as their primary opponent. Disputes like this just shore up the BC Liberal base and protect its right flank. Any half-baked recall campaign will only reinforce that. It's true teachers aren't going to recoup the lost wages from the strike. I would suggest to you that that means this job action was probably not in teachers' interests, especially without any sort of appreciable strike fund. This is the best deal teachers were ever going to get with this government and people should have been able to recognize that in June. If you want my advice (which you probably don't), it would be to spend the next 5 years building up a strike fund, electing better leaders, and hiring a professional negotiating team. Don't bring a knife to a gunfight and expect things to go well. Focus on getting the best deal you can from whoever the government is rather than trying to change the government, the HST, Kinder Morgan or a thousand different issues that distract from education and erode the union's finances further. You'd be doing yourself a favour, and probably doing the NDP a favour at the same time. Also, if schreck! is David Schreck, you can thank his opposition to STV for the last two BC Liberal majorities. I know I do.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:11 PM One step would be to stop making political contributions to the NDP. This only contributes to the childish animosity and lack of trust that has constantly characterized negotiations. How else can the Socreds/Liberals view teachers except as enemies when they so publicly support their opponents. This stupid confrontational immature approach has to STOP!!!!! Education should not be a political fight when it is so obviously a valuable benefit to our society. It was an NDP government that legislated teachers back to work in 1993. Stop making education a political fight.Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:10 PM I don't think they have to go that far. CUPE and the Nurses still contribute to the NDP yet they don't have the same acrimonious relationship. CUPE and the Nurses just make their members their priority, and broader advocacy second.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:55 PM Ryan (possibly a Liberal paid commenter), with all due respect, I disagree with you. The cumulative increase in lieu of this will be better. Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can. I say to Iker, ask for 6% over 3 years because these people love to play the 15% over 15 year game to make it so big on the surface. Some people think that this is 15% every year. Believe me! I have seen it in comment sections. Others believe that the 15% is too high not understanding that they must divide things over the duration of the contract. It is time that we play it smarter. It is time to put the foot down and ask for money given to us by other unions, if it is needed. Banks can accept one late mortgage payment. It would be suicidal for them to not help. Imagine the possible damage if that ever leaks out. They could lose a lot in teacher money. I for one would pull my money out of a bank in support! Teachers are going to show this government that we have a spine! Enough is enough! Aren't you tired of being treated like kids? (Retired teacher who almost died in a car accident because of work conditions that were horrendous. I had to quit.)Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 AM Not paid by the BC Liberals. I pay them actually... :/ I imagine astroturfers of any affiliation wouldn't disclose their bias. "Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can." How did that work in May 2013? If the teachers reject a contract that their own union endorsed, it will make teachers seem unreasonable. Whether that perception is true or fair is irrelevant. It's what will happen, and teachers will be weaker as a result. Take my advice. Build up a strike fund and focus on the internal governance of the BCTF for the next 6 years. You'll be better off for it. Or not. I don't mind you or others making it easier for the party I support to get elected. I'd just rather not see kids and teachers hurt in the process.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:37 AM Ah! The "don't-hurt-kids" card, hey, when you have underfunded education for 12 years! WOW! That takes the cake! Are your trolling? Oh! You are serious? :) Would you be surprised if I don't follow your advice, considering your lack of logic? Would you be surprised if others don't follow your advice? It is ttue that bullies like you and your ilks love to show who is the boss, who is the teacher now! I suspect that is at the root of the problem! No one wants to fail in school! No one wants to get the strap! Sad that today's teachers don't like it too! But, who cares, we are ... teachers! We deserve it! BAH! BAH! BAH!Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:22 PM That's fine. I look forward to another 16 years of BC Liberal government.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:41 PM 16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate! Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan! Sociopaths do that!Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 9:35 AM "16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate!" 16 years of our opponents still don't understand why they lost. Like I said, that's fine with me. If I said the Liberals would be in power for at least another 13 years back in 2004 you probably would have laughed too. Heck, if I told you on May 13 last year that the BC Liberals would be reelected on May 14 you'd probably have laughed too. And you were wrong. Why is that? Answer that question if you want the NDP to win the next election. Without a correct answer to it, the NDP's cause is hopeless. "Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan!" You feel they are flawed, and that's fine. I don't go around calling people who disagree with me sociopaths, nor do I accuse them of being paid shills. But I also don't feel much need to address your ad hominems. There are logical arguments to support your position, but argumentum ad hominem is not one of them. It's a textbook logical fallacy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 1:15 PM Ah! Now I get it! It is all ego-based! You think because you voted the winning party that you are a winner and we are losers! You think because you predicted that the Liberals would win, you are winner. That does not make YOU a winner or the Liberals! It is called DEMOGRAPHICS, you expletives. The baby boomers are getting old and because they have more assets and won't make a whole lot more for too long, they need to vote a govn't who is going to do just that! It is not rocket science! WOW! You think you are so superior when your party stole an election with 47% of the popular vote. That's not a majority and your party should not have been elected. BTW, did you delete from your ethical memory the words Ethnic voting scandal? The field is slanted and you know it. However, you are so willing to minimize, forget the scams and bad fairplay tactics like a sociopath is allowed to minimize or ignore his or victims emotions that you don't see that you are the loser, we are the victim of your constant bullying. 1% wage increases after years of 0% increases and you can justify that when Yahoo reports that the average Canadian can hope to get 2.5% this and next year: https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html You Liberals behave like fascists, but we can't call you that because that's not allowed! Well! Guess what? It is and you are. Live with it! You keep on dreaming you are a genius! :) I am retired, getting soon a nice pension, and laughing at you from a beach somewhere! AHAHA! Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 2:14 PM What's with the name calling Peter? For someone claiming to be retired you really don't show the wisdom of age. For someone who talks about logic, you use logical fallacies like ad hominems a lot too. It's a fair point that the BC Liberals didn't get a majority of the vote (and I'm a very big supporter of electoral reform). The BC Liberals + Conservatives did though, and I don't think it's realistic to expect the BC Conservatives to have been more generous had they been part of government. Last time I checked I just voted. I didn't "victimize" anyone. Perhaps your rage is misplaced. If you think the election was "stolen" I'm afraid I have to question your grasp on reality though. "Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?" I'm glad you'll have a pleasant retirement Peter. I have no ill will towards you. I'm not sure why you think I do. I'm not saying people were *right* to vote BC Liberal. That's a matter of opinion. All I'm saying is people *did* vote BC Liberal. More voted BC Liberal than BC NDP for the last 5 elections in a row actually. You need to understand why that happened in order to change it for the next election. Clearly you're not interested in that though. Which is fair enough. Just remember next time you're upset about something the BC Liberals do that your lack of interest is part of why the BC Liberals get elected at all.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 3:23 PM I love your culture --or the lack of thereof! Guess what, stop thinking averybody is white and must follow your little rules. Namecalling? Sociopath? Whaaaat? And, what if you are? Still can't call you that? :) You fascist right-wingers are big on censorship! I just don't like you giving us lessons on how to get the NDP in. As stated, people are voting right of the NDP because it is a matter of demographics and a little ethnic vote buying on the side. The rest is mumbo jombo. Yes, of course, they will have to go on strike in the future and yes they will have to build a strike fund. The Liberals stole that from the BCTF too! And, you wonder why I don't have any respect for them? Yes, electoral reform is needed! We agree!Delete Reply JJ GeorgeSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:46 AM As a parent, I support the teachers and respect whether they choose to vote yes or no. However I noticed a discrepancy here from other information I've read regarding prep time for elementary teachers. Here it states minimal improvement to prep time - only 10 minutes per week being added. Elsewhere I read that it is 100 minutes per week for prep, increasing by an additional 10 minutes in the final year. That is a significant difference, and worth noting. Or have I completely misunderstood?ReplyDelete Replies Anne-MarieSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:59 AM Elementary teachers currently have 90 minutes of preparation time per week so an increase to 100 minutes per week is only gaining 10 minutes. In other provinces and some private schools they have as much as 45 minutes of prep time per day.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:56 PM Thank you for inquiring!Delete DW ZSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:57 PM You're right JJ George. There is a significant difference around the province regarding preparation times. In my district elementary teachers currently get 100 minutes of prep time. This new proposal is useless to me. I'll have to wait 6 years to gain an extra 10 minutes. Delete Reply UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:11 AM Almost nobody gets cost of living adjustments. Also inflation is NOT 2%. Do some research and look at the CPI for BC over the last 24 months. The average over the last 2 years is 0.7%, not 2%. The CPI changes every month so you cant just look at the highest month and declare that THE inflation rate. Check out the 12 month averages document for the actual numbers. http://www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/StatisticsBySubject/Economy/ConsumerPriceIndex.aspx All that being said I support the teachers. if you think this is a bad deal as a parent my dream would be for the teachers to vote no but continue bargaining because I do think the kids need to be in school and I do fear that the teachers will lose all support if the strike continues. All I ask as a parent is that you do your own research and try not to be swayed by all the opinions. ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:01 AM Inflation for August was 2.1% (http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/economy/cpi-report-expected-to-reveal-rise-in-canadas-core-inflation-rate/article20593943/). The CPI is a year-over-year calculation.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:43 AM Inflation should be looked at as a yearly average, not an individual month.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:34 PM The lawyers do not believe we have compromised our court deal. Our leadership would not have sold us out. We dodged a bullet. The Premier had something loaded even if we are not sure what it was. The idea that we could simply return to work is not guaranteed. I think a no vote could easily lead to the Liberals locking us out again because the Premier wants to crush us and she will use any excuse. She did not want to take the advice of her people and do this deal. I am certain a plan for drastic action (where we have to take the concessions they had planned) or worse - was in place. We can't guarantee the press will do any better job explaining the complexities should we say no. They rarely sided with us in markets outside of Vancouver where people are more political and they often misled or allowed others to mislead. They are not helping and would sensationalize. This would see dissolution of support very quickly - especially if we asked for wages. (Though admittedly it angers me that we can't ask for wages without being accused of being greedy when that is what most bargaining units do). But we have argued this is about kids and while this is not ideal - it is better to have teachers than not. The deal does suck in that it does not bring us to par - but this fight needs to be won with a strategy that is political and capacity will do that in another round. We have some support - but it is limited to the choir. We need to have the pews too. We need to build that capacity while working and continue to find allies because the fight is bigger than most people want to consider. This is about ideology and about privatization. Education always was political but never more so than now and we have to fight this party or the conservatives who would do the same or worse. No teacher who is responsible can ignore the politics any longer. That is simply the truth. If you work in the system you better get informed and you better be prepared to fight until retirement for the system. That said, I want to ask the same question others are asking: Why is this the job of 42,000 teachers and not the job of all citizens who want equality to fight for this right? It is time (while the conversation is still on-going and up to and including election night) for us to guide the public where we can but mainly play our part by not propping the system up. Make poverty known. Make noise about shortfalls, ask questions (in the media or in board offices ) about who is going to fix it instead of paying ourselves, volunteer some but wait for the pubic to step up so they see what schools lack. I hate the deal too. But I trust Vince Ready and Iker and I don't think we could have done better right now. I think we dodged a bullet because I have read everything this government has put out and followed the trail. They plan to privatize and they are just looking for the route. Voting YES for now does not mean we are giving up. It does not mean a win in the way we wanted but we have won a battle that will lead to us winning the war. If we don't rest up and stock up we might not get there.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:57 PM Well, if it is bigger than just this battle, then we will need ALL the unions to strike if they do indeed use drastic (draconian) measures. I say it is time for ALL of the unions to call a general strike. I guarantee that they will not like that one bit. What will they do then? Call the army? :) People in Europe, at the end of the 19th century stood up in mines. General strikes do occur in Europe and have. If you think you had it tough, think of them who stood tall for US in tougher times and conditions. Make sacrifices. Sell furniture. Tutor on the side. Ask for the BCTF money. Ask your banker to help. As friends and relatives. If we say NO, it won't last long. If they legislate us back, let's call a general province-wide strike of all unions. Delete Reply Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:47 AM Between CC's smug smile as she celebrates slaughtered teachers and Jim Iker's goofy grin - seemingly unaware that he has been a willing puppet, I am thoroughly disgusted. Over the next 5 years, teachers will be in an increasingly bad situation financially, classrooms will continue to be too large and complex with increasing medical, social and environmental issues impacting academic delivery. It could not be less obvious that things will continue to worsen. The Liberals have ensured that BC is rapidly becoming the Canadian Monaco for rich off shore interests and wealthy corporations. Soon the underpaid "workers" will have to be bussed in daily to Vancouver - Asian style. The only recourse is to move to just about any other province and bring in up to $100,000 more over the six years with much less cost of living. So we are bailing, encouraged by friends who have gotten positions in Manitoba and Alberta. My colleagues and I discovered through contacting several school boards across Canada that specialist (special needs and behavioural) and secondary science teachers are in particular demand. I want to work in a professional, respectful environment where the needs of all children are considered a priority and where I feel inspired to do my best. However, I want my vote to reflect the wishes of teachers who will be here over the next 6 (5) years, so very much appreciate your blog and opportunity to read the comments.ReplyDelete Bert SlaterSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:11 AM To vote YES will throw away 12 years of effort, and 2 victories in BC Supreme Court. To vote YES will be to snatch defeat from the jaws of victory. If you vote YES what bargaining power do you think you will have - the government will do nothing, and then what do you think you will do - take job action? PLEASE VOTE NO.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:59 PM Time to show you have a spine!Delete Reply RodSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:06 AM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Cool HandSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 AM Wouldn't a 'No' vote be a vote of no confidence in the BCTF itself?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:02 AM Not at all. It is just a message to the leadership we need to do better. The strength of the union is the members, and we support the leadership by giving them direction through democratic means.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:40 PM I disagree. How else can a recommendation by the EC to vote yes be interpreted? Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:00 PM I am sure people will interpret this both ways, but it is a vote. If it is supposed to be a "Yes", because it might be interpreted one way, then why bother having a vote?Delete Kate TSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:07 AM Yes , it would be. I don't think we could come out much better than this with this government. How will a No obtain that? Christy will be happy, she can declare the BCTF gone and roll out her plan to privatize. Delete Reply David DeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:06 AM A no vote would be a rejection of a the court victories defied by the government and an inadequate deal containing some vague promises that won't meet the needs of teachers or students on class size and other important issues.In Ontario elementary teachers get 200 minutes of prep time per 5 day cycle. I know there is financial hardship, but the union has received close to $2 million in donations from other unions; is there no way of accessing hardship funds? At minimum, vote no and return to work on work to rule with various strike options.ReplyDelete Erica JonesSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:25 AM This article actually makes me so mad. It is NOT better for the kids that they have missed almost all of june and all of september. This is what you signed up for in BC as a teacher. Get on board or GET OUT.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:20 PM Is this really what teachers signed up for? At my high school, each class has about 30 kids, with an average of 17 kids per classroom with an identified learning disability. Our district says that there should be no more than 4 kids per classroom.. How do you expect non-specialist teachers to help each student when over half of them require more resources because of a learning disability? Furthermore, are you generalizing the "better-ness" to all the kids in BC? Because I don't think that it would be better if kids went back considering the learning environment isn't up to par. There are barely any Education Assistants, and support teachers for the multitude of children who need them. While I recognize and appreciate your enthusiasm for education, please realize that the public school system isn't a daycare. Also, please think about your words and the learning environment prior to speaking out. By the way, we're not an autocracy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:08 PM I can understand your frustration! Understand mine! I almost died at 7:30 pm one night returning from teaching a FI split class with several students who did not get enough support or no support at all. The principal expressed to me that he expected me to teach 2 different social studies programs and 2 different science programs. ANYONE I talked to knows that this is impossible to do, especially in French Immersion when kids get no support at home and books are often too hard for students to read. I had to quit my job. I did it for me and did it for the kids. I was like a surgeon who is asked to operate on 5 patients with an old scalpel with 2 inexperienced nurses. Predictably, 4 patients would die and I would be reprimanded! Teachers are put in terrible conditions and kids too. I hope you have the openmind to consider the reality of this honest personal anecdote. I also wish you to understand that this is likely not an isolated incident. What will it take? A kid to commit suicide because he or she is not getitng enough support?Delete Reply hilarySeptember 17, 2014 at 10:29 AM It is incorrect to equate lost funding with what the teachers would have received in grievances. The two are not equivalent. The starting position of the BCTF was $225M, so they never expected $3B to resolve grievances. I'm also interested to know where you get your figures on overcrowded classrooms. A recent Globe and Mail article says that classrooms are, on average, smaller than the caps set in 2002.ReplyDelete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:36 AM The signing bonus should be roughly $2500 each: 105 million divided by 41 thousand.ReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:53 AM It is not that simple. The $105 million is to be allocated by the union. The term "signing bonus" has been crossed off on the signed document. Some of that money may be used to pay union debts. Don't know this but clarification would be useful.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:16 PM Just quoting from the CBC news website, "And finally there are details of $105-million fund to settle grievances stemming from the ongoing court case. The BCTF says that money will be given out as a signing bonus, with specific amount yet to be determined."Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:34 AM I think it would be smart to put at least part of it into your strike fund.Delete Reply WheelsSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:55 AM If the money is used as a signing bonus, it should be based on FTEReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:12 PM Yes I am sure it will be based on FTE. The question is how much of the $105 Million is actually distributed. This is up to the union, and I am told that it is yet to be decided.Delete GuruSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:44 PM And don't forget all the retired teachers who are entitled to a share of it.Delete Reply Geoff OrmeSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:18 PM In another discussion of this someone suggested that under BC Labour Law a no vote means rejection of the proposed deal, and that means the strike continues until either: - the union in question elects to stand down - another tentative deal is presented or - the government imposes a legislated contract. I think the last of these is the most likely, and I believe the legislated contract would be draconian and brutal. What do you think, Tara? Also, I would appreciate your thoughts on Sandy Garossino's comments at https://storify.com/Garossino/should-teachers-accept-the-contractReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:14 PM If this is so, in a few month (likely a couple of years), teachers will win so much more with a Supreme Court judgment! It is possible that the Liberals know that the higher courts are stacked by Liberal judges (that is what happen when judges are chosen, not elected). In any case, a negative settlement (or not a great judgment) will galvinize the public to reform the way the Supreme court judges are being chosen. I doubt that any govn't will want that to happen. A legislated contract will make the LIbs look like sociopaths and dictators.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:47 PM Peter I think you are expecting far too much from the public, many of whom are only paying attention to this matter due to kids being home from school. The public are not remotely this savvy on the political process.Delete Reply IslanderSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:09 PM I am a continuing education teacher. We have it even worse and we are not listened to enough about our poor conditions. Those include no prep time (and we do have to mark and do report cards many times a year sometimes and commonly for 30 students in a class), travelling to different schools with no compensation, and having next to no breaks in between 3 hour classes. I worked for two years with no lunch break and taught 6 hours straight (just 15 min. breaks) to be told, "don't complain since there are others who will do it". We then got 15 min. breaks in between classes. Most of our students are wealthy immigrants, many who try to stay in classes as long as possible since the classes are free. After spending a year in Germany, I realize how better organized it is where the immigrants pay to learn the language on a sliding scale, and have to pay for a student book as well for each class. We do not even have text books, but photocopy so much at tax payers' expense. This is not right. I then teach summer school since we were not on a 12 month continual salary and most of those students are also immigrants (at least 75%). This is also free and it is becoming so common and the new immigrants know this is free babysitting and tutoring. I think one main problem is that we have so many new immigrants in our classes who need ESL like this article states about our inclusion style of education nowadays: http://www.vancouversun.com/life/Shelley+Fralic+trouble+with+schools/10203596/story.html I am honored to be teaching and like my job, but it does get exhausting especially since I need two or three jobs to pay the mortgage that I now no longer have.. back to renting since it all I can afford in this city that has become so expensive. And many don't realize that it is very very difficult to get to full time work as a teacher here. There was a formula that made it take about 10 years to get to f/t (now finally changed). I have been without pay for 3 months, and now had to finally rent a place in anticipation of returning to work, so I have to vote "yes", but please keep the comments coming for what alternatives we have. Maybe we have to just educate the public in a better way than picketing; maybe get out and walk around malls and talk to people and hand out pamphlets on how this liberal government is hurting this. Most Asians (probably just the new who are from such a different system) are already against the teachers since they do not seem to understand what is going on. http://www.vancouversun.com/Business/asia-pacific/Chuck+Chiang+Many+Asian+families+place+blame/10202757/story.htmlReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:17 PM First of all, myn thoughts are with you! I think your ideas about using different strategies is smart. Picketing is not a very good strategy to let people know about things. I think using the membership to flood media comment sections would be more effective. Going to talk to the public might be a good idea along with this, I think. Phone the BCTF and ask for support.Delete Reply Marsha HolleySeptember 17, 2014 at 1:36 PM A teachers wife Vote no you have come to far to back down. It is a -----Y DEAL. ReplyDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:45 PM Ask yourself WHY teachers cannot get 1/2 of the average increase in salary of the private sector? (The Libs will tell you because there are sooooooo many teachers, but I also hear that there are provinces where there is a need for teachers!) TORONTO - A new study says that Canadians, on average, can expect about the same size salary increase next year as in 2014. Human resources consultants Pal Benefits says a survey of 401 organizations, mainly in Ontario, Alberta and British Columbia, projected salary increase for 2015 at an average of 2.79 per cent. That was almost unchanged from the 2.74 per cent average increase projected in last year's survey. Meanwhile, in addition to the average salary increase remaining relatively steady year over year, the survey found that the percentage of employers who plan to freeze salaries appears to have stabilized at eight per cent —in the same percentages as was projected in 2014. Breaking down the numbers further, the survey found the average salary increase anticipated in the engineering, financial services and high technology sectors was three per cent. That compared with an average of 2.5 per cent on the low end for organizations in durable manufacturing. https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.htmlReplyDelete "Mama Rose"September 17, 2014 at 9:12 PM I used to agree with you, Tara, and appreciate you bringing these items to your blog to get us all thinking. But after a very long night and day of research and discussion, I realize I will be voting yes tomorrow. Here is why: I don't care about salary or benefit increases. That is not why I went on strike. I don't care if this tentative deal is not good for teachers. That's not why I went on strike either. For me, the single most important issue is class size and composition. I want to work in a classroom where I have enough time and resources available to me to adequately help all the students I teach. And while it is true that this tentative deal will not change anything in the classrooms right now (or at least most of our classrooms), I realized that we couldn't actually make changes in that area because the issues of cs and c is before the courts. When I made that connection and realized that this round of bargaining was really about a "good enough" agreement regarding wages, then the deal seems, well... good enough. BUT, the best part, is the language the BCTF legal team made around the furture court decision (the re-opener). They have it in writing that if we win the court case (which is likely) and when we have to start bargaining class size and comp again (that is exactly what Justice Susan Griffin said we would have to do) we will be STARTING from the 2002 levels. To make this simple to understand, I explained it to my friends using a number line. With this new language, the BCTF starts the next round of bargaining at say a 50. The government will want us to go to 10 or 15, and we'll compromise and end up maybe 25. But WITHOUT that language, we would have started bargaining at a 10 and only gone down from there. So I do believe it is the best deal possible, it still factors in the biggest issue (from my perspective), we do not lose the important gains of the past, and most importantly, everyone gets to go back to school.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 PM Mam Rose, I appreciate your point of view and your courage. However, let me point out to you and the readers that a decision at the BC supreme court might not turn out the way teachers anticipate. We all know that judges are appointed and who does the appointing? "All justices of the BCSC (including the position of Chief Justice and Associate Chief Justice) are appointed by the federal cabinet, on recommendation of the Minister of Justice. Masters are appointed by the provincial cabinet, on recommendation of the Attorney General in consultation with the Chief Justice." (Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Supreme_Court_of_British_Columbia) Now, I would like to think that all of those people are objective, but they are appointed and we know that there are political appointments. They have a lot of discretion over the laws and judgments. I am willing to bet that the BC Liberals do know this and are betitng the farm (or do they know something we don't know) that the Supreme Courts are stacked against teachers? So, I am not sure if we can count on a WIN if we proceed with the court ruling. I think we would be better to negotiate and negotiate a better deal.Delete Reply retaSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:57 AM Yes...no...yes...no...The last two days have been this. I’ve read so many articles and comments over the past few months and, I can say, I have learned a lot. I know this is not a great deal for teachers right now. I will be voting yes. This is why… 1. The children. Without going into the multiple issues (e.g., grad, post secondary, trades, sports, global education/trips, planned activities, those with varying degrees of special needs, those that need a soft place to land, etc., etc.) the children need to get on with their education. 2. The parents. For many parents, this strike is a financial burden. We do not like to be called baby sitters, but for many living below the poverty line, school is a financial relief. Winter is coming; gas bills will be expensive. 3. Poverty. Remember, BC has the highest child poverty rate in Canada. Schools feed and clothe numerous children. 4. The other systems educators work collaboratively with. MFCD, CYMH, foster parents, group homes, and the multitude of non-profit agencies that support vulnerable children and families are bursting at the seams. We are a part of that team. 5. CUPE. While some have been paid during this strike, that money is coming from districts. It was not provided by the government. And, CUPE is a partner in education - from the bus drivers to the tech dept to custodians to secretaries to EAs and so on. 6. Small Businesses. In our little towns, the school district is the number one employer. There is a direct cause-effect relationship between loss of wage and loss of business. 7. Money. The amount of money that is needed to reverse the erosion of the public education system over numerous years cannot be recouped in one sitting. This agreement is a start. It’s not much but the stage has been set. 8. THE COURT CASE. That is why we were on strike. All the other stuff could have been resolved months ago, but our government was working hard to make the court case go away. Well, it still exists. I consider that the victory. We live to fight another day (as rhetorical as that sounds) AND I hope people actually read the ruling and think critically about how a loss could impact the future of the Charter of Rights, and the power of government to contravene those rights. I am guessing we will vote to ratify as so many fear “what’s next?” from this government. It’s nasty business, and I think legislation would be next. VALUING PUBLIC EDUCATION needs to come from a STRONG, CONSISTENT public voice. If we do ratify the agreement, and those in the profession and public think we've given up, we have not. We’ve been fighting for years. We just haven’t been heard… until now. ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:21 AM I understand your point of view, but sometimes you have to fight to get what you want. This is a VERY bad deal, considering: Other people get on average 2.5% salary increases last year and this year and the next and the rest of us get 1% and must feel happy if we do.? (https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html) THIS DEAL is a horrendously BAD deal for kids/parents as well, of course. We are going to continue to be humiliated and be the laughing stock of many people of this province. After a decade of paycuts, WOW, this is what they are willing to offer! WOW! WOW! WOW!Delete Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:30 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Reply Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:37 PM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:08 PM Let's cross our fingers! I think we need a general strike by all unions if CC legislates teachers back. It is time to put the foot down and tell her and the Liberals that, as in the movie Network,"I am mad as hell and I won't take it anymore!"Delete Reply Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 8:26 PM Needs help on some stats for an online debate Looking for the last 10 or 15 years of contractual salary increases in %. So, 1% for 2001, 0% for 2002,...ReplyDelete Children FirstSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:00 PM Well it's all done now. Really hope the teacher's can find another angle to deal with class size and composition as well as student funding. The government will make sure the coming court case never swings your way no matter what. 2nd most expensive place to live in the the world!!! Wonder why and where the money goes??? ReplyDelete AnonSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 PM I'm an outsider, but have followed closely this whole fiasco and this is a RAW deal. Your union hung you out to dry on this one - taking a really bad deal (clearly no one from the BCTF had rudimentary math skills in their toolbox) and then publicly encouraging to the media that teachers accept the deal....what choice did you have - a no vote would have outraged the public. I could go on and on, but the bottom line, in my opinion, is that your union better get some stronger leaders who are PR and technology savvy. Out with Iker and the rest of those who bargained on your behalf - they just got ......well , we know that happened. Whew, can't even believe how screwed you got, absolutely amazing - nothing meaningful gained in the big picture and only very minor gains for a small group of people, bigger losses for the majority.. Wow - I better stop now. Best of luck. Thanks for all you do for our children. ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ▼  September (9) Reflections on the BC Teacher Strike BC Teacher strike - Lessons learned Response to Sandy Garossino Will the Education Fund improve classroom conditio... Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Class composition: a human rights perspective Class size and composition - a short visual histor... Guest post - I WILL HOLD THE LINE Teachers - let your leadership know it is time to ... ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=10038&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 3, Jan./Feb. 2003 In memoriam by Ken Novakowski Jim Killeen was a teacher, a principal, and a leader, and he was always a colleague. Jim died in October 2002 at the age of 68, leaving behind many loving family members and good friends. He also left a rich legacy of contributions to public education and to the lives of teachers in B.C., across Canada, and around the world. Killeen served as president of the BCTF (1969–71), the Canadian Teachers’ Federation (1973–74), and the World Confederation of Organizations of the Teaching Profession (1982–84). He received many honours, including the BCTF’s G.A. Fergusson Memorial Award (1986). I knew Jim Killeen through annual get-togethers of past presidents of the Federation that take place during the BCTF AGM. But not until I read the many letters of recommendation in support of Jim Killeen’s nomination for the G.A. Fergusson Memorial Award did I realize the breadth and extent of his contribution to teachers and public education. His contribution to the development of the B.C. Teachers’ Federation and the welfare of its members is significant. He was the first full-time president to serve two terms, and it was during his presidency and largely of his doing that the elected officers of the Federation established their role as the public spokespersons on behalf of teachers and the key decision-makers in the operation of the organization. Norm Ornes, a friend and fellow activist with Killeen, wrote, "During Jim’s presidency, the roles of those appointed to serve relative to those elected went through a gradual evolution that placed more effective power, authority, responsibility, and control in the hands of those elected." BCTF leaders like Jim Killeen led the struggle toward the positive state of teacher pensions today. Jim led the first province-wide strike of teachers on March 19, 1971, to focus public attention on the disgraceful plight of retired colleagues. Not only did the strike help bring about improved teacher pensions, but it was also a major contributing factor to the defeat of the government in the election held the following year. The most fitting tribute to Jim Killeen’s work in education is to use the words of those who knew him and his work well. These words were written in 1986: "But it was not just Canada’s turn at leadership of WCOTP that got Jim elected to the presidency; it was his own qualities, which have in turn enhanced Canada’s image in world teaching, especially in teacher aid to under-developed regions and in support of victims of oppression." Tom Hutchison, BCTF president 1968–69 "Few school staffs, if any, are as loyal to and supportive of their principals as are Jim’s colleagues—and that has been the case regardless of the school in which he has served. And few school principals have the affection and support of students to the degree Jim has." Ken Aitchison, BCTF president 1961–62 "All who have worked with Jim at any level admire the capable manner in which he discharged his increasing responsibilities in ever widening educational circles. They all testify to his inner sincerity, his unshakable courage, his transparent honesty, his refreshing common sense, and his never failing sense of humour." Eric Kelly, school administrator "I share with so many who have worked closely with Jim and we shall always recall those times when things were difficult and we were despondent. The odds were heavy against us. There was a quick one-liner—the Irish wit—and we would laugh and push ahead. Jim is a true leader. He builds confidence in others." Frances Worledge, executive colleague "Jim is a consummate politician and in the teaching game which is filled with political agendas, I can truthfully state that number one on his agenda has always been the well being of the public education system." Bill Davison, president of Vancouver Secondary Teachers’ Association, 1980–82 "Jim is a listener in the fullest learning sense of that word: one willing to hear, examine, reflect on what has been said, search beyond content for tone and nuance, and seek to understand what is really being communicated. Jim screens out phoniness and irrelevancies very quickly but is patient with those who are less swift than himself or hold views that differ from his own. He has a fine compassionate ear for those in need and a cynical, discerning one for the pompous, powerful, or pretentious." James Cairnie, BCTF president 1963–64 "No WCOTP president has kept himself so fully informed of the events and activities of the Confederation, or has made himself so readily available for consultation. At major WCOTP conferences in Europe, Asia, Africa, and North America, and on visits to member organizations from Washington to Fiji, Jim has fulfilled expectations of dynamic leadership. He has taken the message of WCOTP to the Director General of the International Labour Organization and the Secretary General of the United Nations, and spoken up for eight million teacher members at the General Conference of UNESCO." Norm Goble, WCOTP secretary general Ken Novakowski is the BCTF’s executive director.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=6920&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 7, May/June 2006 Devrait-on laisser un élève en immersion s’il éprouve des difficultés ? Par Karina Younk Comme orthopédagogue, parents et enseignants cherchent mon avis sur cette question. Je déteste quand on me demande si un élève devrait quitter l’immersion pour aller en anglais, car c’est une décision importante. Selon mes propres expériences et sachant que chaque enfant développe selon son propre rythme et ce rythme ne correspond pas exactement aux résultats d’apprentissage prescrits, je voudrais tellement pouvoir me fier sur un outil d’évaluation fiable avant de jouer avec le destin d’un jeune. Mais hélas ! La réponse à cette question n’est pas facile à trouver. J’enseigne en immersion depuis plus de vingt ans. Dès ma première année d’enseignement (en 3e année), j’ai dû faire face à cette question avec trois élèves : Marie, Jeannine et Jérémie (pas leurs vrais noms) et ces trois élèves m’ont fait comprendre que chaque individu doit être considéré dans son propre contexte. Pour Marie, c’était sa première année en immersion et mes collègues me disaient : ´ Elle n’a pas d’affaire dans ta classe ! Elle aurait dû commencer en maternelle ou en première année ! ª Ayant débuté ma propre expérience en immersion à l’âge de 20 ans, j’avais un peu de difficulté à justifier leur argument. Donc, Marie est restée, malgré les difficultés qu’elle a connues cette année-là puis elle est aujourd’hui enseignante en immersion. Je suis extrêmement fière d’elle et de ma décision de la garder dans ma classe. Mais avec Jean j’étais convaincue que la décision de sa mère de le changer de programme était logique, car Jean avait un problème d’ouïe. Comme il n’entendait pas bien les sons, nous voulions lui faciliter la tâche en lui faisant apprendre dans une seule langue. L’année suivante, Jean éprouvait autant de difficulté en anglais, mais il venait me voir à toutes les récrés pour me parler en français. Encore aujourd’hui je ne suis pas certaine que nous avons pris la bonne décision - il y avait sûrement d’autres moyens de l’appuyer. Jeannine éprouvait des difficultés en lecture, en maths et en écriture tout au long de la 3e année. Mais lorsqu’elle me parlait, il n’y avait aucun doute qu’elle maîtrisait la langue. Elle a utilisé ses habiletés langagières pour convaincre ses parents qu’elle avait besoin d’une autre année en troisième pour mieux apprendre ses concepts de base. Vous pouvez bien imaginer la discussion mouvementée que j’ai eue avec ses parents lorsque j’ai essayé d’appuyer sa décision ! Mais Jeannine a gagné sa bataille et l’année suivante elle était une des douées en troisième. Aujourd’hui, je continue à chercher des outils d’évaluation pour appuyer mes suggestions devant des parents inquiets. Ayant demandé à mes collègues ce qu’ils utilisaient, j’ai appris que nous faisons tous nos propres outils d’évaluation ou parfois nous nous mettons ensemble pour en faire, mais personne n’est satisfait avec son outil de dépistage. Les observations des enseignants et des parents restent encore nos outils les plus fidèles. Auparavant, j’utilisais le French Immersion Achievement Test (FIAT) en 7e année pour appuyer mes suggestions aux parents, mais j’avais toujours de la difficulté à accepter qu’une faute de grammaire pouvait pénaliser un élève dans le test d’orthographe. Si un enfant écrivait ´ ils ont chercher ª au lieu de ´ ils ont cherché ª, c’était considéré comme une faute d’orthographe. Récemment, j’ai appris que le WIAT (Wechsler Individual Achievement Test) existe maintenant en français. Mais je crains qu’il soit plus approprié pour les élèves francophones que pour nos élèves en immersion. Comme ce sont des anglophones, on peut aussi administrer le WIAT en anglais. Mais puisque nos élèves en immersion ne commencent à étudier l’anglais qu’en troisième année, ce n’est pas réaliste de penser que les sous-tests d’orthographe, de lecture et d’écriture vont livrer des résultats aussi fiables que pour leurs pairs en anglais. Puis, avec l’accent sur l’intervention précoce, attendre jusqu’en 4e année pour évaluer un élève en difficulté est inacceptable. Donc, avec les jeunes on se fie sur La collection de livrets de lecture GB+ pour dire si un enfant lit au niveau approprié. Le seul hic c’est que, d’une école à une autre, les niveaux varient et il n’y a pas d’échelle commune. Il faut aussi reconnaître que cette trousse est une traduction de l’anglais et que les textes traduits, tels Perdu au centre commercial (Lost at the Mall) ne représentent pas nécessairement le même degré de difficulté de décodage. De plus, si on lit la structure des questions de compréhension, on voit souvent que les élèves se perdent dans la question, même s’ils ont bien compris le texte. Si un enfant n’a jamais eu l’occasion de parler d’une dépanneuse ou des patins à roues alignées, c’est certain que le texte risque de le confondre. Chaque année de nouveaux Marie, Jean et Jeannine m’obligent à lutter à nouveau avec cette question : devraient-ils rester en immersion ou changer en anglais ? Chaque année je voudrais un outil diagnostique valable pour les élèves en immersion. Chaque année, je retourne voir les enseignants, les élèves, les parents et on jongle avec la question pesant les arguments en faveur et contre. Puis, chaque année, quand la décision est prise, je me mords le bout des doigts en espérant que nous avons pris la meilleure décision. Selon moi, pour appuyer un meilleur dépistage et un meilleur succès des jeunes en immersion, les ministères de l’Éducation devraient travailler ensemble pour parrainer le développement des outils diagnostiques et les mettre à la disposition des écoles d’immersion. Synopsis Should a student who is experiencing difficulties in the French immersion program leave the program? Ministries of Education need to work together to sponsor the development of diagnostic tools specifically designed for French Immersion programs. Karina Younk, Enseignante aux services d’appui à l’école Quarterway, Nanaimo.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=20148&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 3, November/December 2009  A letter for parents on FSAs By David Halme The Ministry of Education admits student participation in Grade 4 and 7 Foundation Skills Assessments is dropping. More parents are questioning the benefits of the FSA when it is obvious no new provincial funding is available for boards to support the struggling learner. The BCTF has actively opposed the misuse of standardized tests as a means of evaluating the individual student, a teacher, or a school. The Federation has asked school boards and locals to undertake an analysis of current school and district-wide exams to determine which have an educational value related to student success. Those that have little educational value or primarily serve to collect data for outside agencies should be eliminated. Teachers, parents, and the education community are now calling on the BC Ministry of Education for a moratorium on assessment. This would allow for a healthy discussion among the education community about testing and assessment. The Federation encourages all Grade 4 and 7 teachers to approach parents with a letter that encourages withdrawing their child from participation in the 2010 FSA. Actual letters will be distributed to schools and teachers in January 2010. ñ David Halme, BCTF Communications and Campaigns Division)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13690&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 1997 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 10, Number 2, October 1997 Teachers control professional development by Maureen Dockendorf “Action research helped us through reorganization by giving us time to stop and reflect on what was happening, how we were being affected, and what we could do. We were able to adapt our expectations…and that flexibility kept us hooked into the action-research process and continue the investigation. Action research was the bright spark this year, I crave the opportunity to continue my involvement next year.” –Junior secondary school teacher Teachers at grassroots of district-wide action research Action-research groups are groups of teachers meeting regularly to solve mutually agreed-upon problems. An invitation from two Coquitlam intermediate teachers to all intermediate teachers in the fall 1995 Coquitlam Teachers’ Association Bulletin was the beginning of what is now a district-wide approach to action research. They formed an action-research group and lobbied the district administration to fund the group by providing teacher release time. The connections between a grassroots teacher movement and the senior staff’s support for teacher-centred professional development resulted in action-research groups involving more than 150 teachers. The Coquitlam School District allocated funds to support action research, and it invited individuals, organizations (local specialist associations), and schools to apply. The senior staff designated a portion of the Ministry of Education’s implementation funds. The sole purpose for the funding is to provide release time for teachers to meet in action-research groups. The goal of action research is clear: to make a positive difference to student learning. Coquitlam’s action-research groups: meet for half a day once every four weeks over an eight-month period. receive one-half-day release time for each teacher to meet for three hours in either the morning or the afternoon. meet between meetings on their own time. decide on their meeting schedule at the first action-research meeting. work collaboratively with a partner or in a triad. meet at locations other than school sites to focus on action research and inquiry into their own practice. include teachers from elementary schools, senior secondary schools, junior secondary schools, middle schools, and teachers on leave. (Although most of the participants were teachers, there was one administrator and several support staff.) Personal reflections Action-research groups are one of the most powerful approaches to professional development because teachers own the process, the questions, and self-efficacy. Teachers are very effective at taking control of their professional development. Action researchers are not driven by IRPs, brain-based research, or criterion-referenced assessment. Rather, we are driven by teaching and learning questions while being simultaneously influenced by the needs of the children in our classrooms. In our action-research groups, we begin with those inside questions and use outside information to inform our practice—not drive it. The future of action-research groups in Coquitlam This fall, there will be 14 or so action-research groups—teachers meeting once a month to discuss ways to improve classroom practice and to design action plans. The Coquitlam Teachers’ Association and the Coquitlam School District are exploring ways to share the funding for action research, thus giving teachers ongoing support from year to year. In Coquitlam, action-research groups have created better places for students to learn. This year, I was one of the 150 teachers focussed on becoming better at the art of teaching. Action-research questions: What are the effects on student learning when I as a teacher am explicit about what I am doing and why I am doing it? In what ways can I support my students to become more effective writers? What are the effects of changing my teaching strategies with Grade 10 students to make a passive class more active and excited about learning the fundamentals about automotive, teamwork, and attitude? How can I promote task independence among Kindergarten and Grade 1 students? How can I be effective in integrating a student with special needs into my classroom? In what ways can I increase students’ reading comprehension and their ability to demonstrate that comprehension? In what ways can we effectively integrate science and Internet learning? Reflections from action-researchers: “Trying to be an effective practitioner can be overwhelming, especially if you work on your own. When many minds are put to a question, the answer can be amazing and the benefits to students outstanding.” “Action research gave us the time to learn and discuss with colleagues the questions we have about teaching. It also gave us a chance to question our own teaching practices and help us develop better teaching strategies.” Maureen Dockendorf is an action-research group facilitator and a teacher at Seaview Elementary School, Coquitlam.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/LATA/conference/oct08.htm,oct08 “Reaching Every Student in the Digital Age: A Showcase of Universal Design for Learning”   Keynote Speaker David Rose, Ed.D Founder and Chief Education Officer Chief Scientist, Cognition and Learning Center for Applied Special Technology (CAST)   October 24, 2008 Marlborough Elementary School, Burnaby Co-sponsored by LATA/SET BC/Burnaby School District   Publisher's Display - SRA Publisher's Display - Discovery Toys   Publisher's Display - IMC (Insight Media Centre) Publisher's Display - Foothills Educational Materials Publisher's Display - World Book   Publisher's Display - Bridges   Publisher's Display - Duocom Publisher's Display - Davies and Johnson Associates   Janice Neden, President of LATA, speaks to conference participants about LATA's brochure on the effects of retention and then introduces Keynote Speaker Dr. David Rose. Dr. David Rose explains the principles of UDL and then responds to questions from registrants attending the conference in Burnaby as well as from participants in 7 remote webcasts throughout the province.   Thanks to Grant and his crew from INSINC for making the webcast of Dr. Rose's presentaton possible.   Lunch time!   Breakout Session A Kerry Armstrong and Mary-Lynn Epps from Randerson Ridge Elementary School in Nanaimo presented the results of their Action Research Project and the impact that their UDL-based teaching strategies had on teaching and learning in two grade 7 science classrooms.   Breakout Session B Teachers from Tamanawis Secondary School in Surrey presented on the impact that their UDL-based teaching strategies had on reading comprehension scores for students in their English 9 classes.   Breakout Session C Shad Moarif presented a series of animated PowerPoint slides that unravel math concepts for elementary and middle school students and address different learner needs by minimizing the density of language and numerals while increasing the use of visual scaffolding.   Breakout Session D A representative from Bridges Canada demonstrated the many features of the Kurzweil 3000 program, a program which provides scanning, reading, and writing support for students struggling with literacy.   Breakout Session E Anita Strang, Nancy Snowden, Craig Sung and Darryl Cummings shared their experiences with enhanced UDL-based teaching strategies and new technologies such as the SMART Board that had a positive impact on reading, writing, behavior, self-esteem and teacher and student engagement.      Breakout Session F Gloria Chu and Barb Hall from Morley Elementary School presented on the impact that UDL-based teaching strategies and technologies such as the SMART Board and text-to-speech software had on the participation and progress of students at their school.   Breakout Session G Sandra Jost from Colquitz Middle School in Victoria shared success stories about the impact that access to text-to-speech can make for students in grades 5-12 in daily curriculum activities and school and provincial examinations.   Breakout Session H A representative from Duocom highlighted the many capabilities of a SMART Board and how this technology can help deliver digital content in new and engaging ways to all students.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9892&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2002 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 2, Nov./Dec. 2002 How to become a BCTF-endorsed candidate for the B.C. College of Teachers The B.C. College of Teachers is the regulatory body of the teaching profession in B.C. The college has a focussed mandate: teacher education, teacher certification, and member discipline. Responsibility for governing the college rests with the 20-person council. Fifteen of 20 council members are elected by the members. Five councillors are appointed (two by the cabinet, two by the minister of education, and one nominated by the deans of the faculties of education.) The role of a council member is to make policy decisions, to make quasi-judicial decisions concerning individuals and institutions, to represent the college on various external committees, and to communicate with members. Elections are held in each of 15 geographic zones. Elections are held in even-numbered years in the even-numbered zones, and in odd-numbered years in the odd-numbered zones. In 2003, elections will be held in the following odd-numbered zones: East Kootenay (l), Okanagan (3), Fraser Valley (5), Delta-Richmond (7), Metro (9), North Central (11) South Island (13), and North Coast (15). The term of office is two years beginning in August and ending July 31. The BCTF has established a policy that provides for the zonal selection of a BCTF-endorsed candidate in each zone where an election is being held. Only active BCTF members are eligible for BCTF endorsation as candidates in the college elections. Each local has the right to select one nominee. That nominee must be endorsed by an executive, delegate assembly, or general meeting of the local. Each local nominee must undertake to abide by the endorsation process. Once a local has nominated a candidate, the name of the candidate will be forwarded to the BCTF zone co-ordinator (to be determined by the local presidents in each college zone). The zone co-ordinator is responsible for ensuring that each local in the zone conducts a vote to determine the zone’s BCTF-endorsed candidate by secret ballot in accordance with BCTF procedures. The BCTF will publicize, among members, the names of all BCTF-endorsed candidates. The BCTF provides funding to assist local nominees in seeking endorsation to become the BCTF-endorsed candidate in a college zone. The BCTF also provides funding to assist endorsed candidates in the college elections. If you are interested in being considered as a local nominee for the BCTF-endorsed candidate in a zone, contact your local president by January 15, 2003. If you have any questions about BCTF college election procedures, contact Mike Lombardi, BCTF staff (1-800-663-9163, local 1849), mlombardi@bctf.ca, or your local president. – Mike Lombardi)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Touring a natural gas drilling rig with @MLA Mike Bernier, and Brian from EnCana http://t.co/AifdJ4H07b" @Teresa_Wat - 06:01pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "Eid Mubarak to all those celebrating in BC!" @bcliberals - 06:52pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141008,thetyee.ca,http://thetyee.ca/Blogs/TheHook/2014/04/25/Employers-Association-updates-teacher-compensation-proposal/,Employers' association updates teacher compensation proposal | The Hook About Advertise Follow Support RSS Topic Aboriginal Affairs BC Election 2013 BC Politics Education Energy Environment Federal Politics Film Food Gender + Sexuality Health Housing Labour + Industry Local Economy Media Municipal Politics Music Photo Essays Podcasts Politics Rights + Justice Science + Tech Transportation Travel Urban Planning + Architecture News Culture Opinion National MediaCheck Solutions Join Craving crack civic election coverage? Help fund it... The Hook: Political news, freshly caught Employers' association updates teacher compensation proposal By Katie Hyslop Published April 25, 2014 12:19 pm |  Comments   Tweet BC Public School Employers' Association spokesperson Peter Cameron held a press briefing today in an effort to explain what he said is "enormously complicated" teacher compensation proposals from both sides. One major point of contention between the employers' association and the teachers' union is the actual cost of teacher wage proposals. The BC Teachers' Federation has proposed a 13.5 per cent wage increase over three years, in addition to increasing teacher preparation time, improving health and dental benefits, paying teachers on-call the equivalent of full-time teachers, putting more money into professional development, and cutting the current 10-tiered salary grid for teachers down to eight tiers. Since March, the union has reduced its wage proposal by 0.25 per cent to to 0.75 per cent cost of living increase retroactive to January 2014, instead of the one per cent it originally requested, bringing the increase based on wages alone to 13.25 per cent. Cameron said once you add in wage increase benefits, the increase the union is asking for is actually 19.2 per cent or $576,180,000 in* 2015/16 alone. That's three to five times higher than any of the wage increases accepted by the BC Government Employees Union, the Health Services Union, or the post-secondary education union. For a complete breakdown, see the documents provided by the employers' association below. "We say, 'Would it be fair to all the 70,000 taxpayers who have settled for that pattern to say here's something that's clearly different for the [teachers union]?' From our perspective, fairness includes a look across the public sector for some kind of equity in terms of increases," said Cameron. In contrast, the employers' association is now offering teachers a 1** per cent increase upon ratification, as well as another 0.75 per cent if other savings are found within the collective agreement. There will be another 5.5 per cent wage increase spread out over the following five years, totalling 7.25 per cent over the first six years of the contract, one per cent higher than the employers' previous wage proposals. The ratification wage increases are not retroactive to the beginning of the 2013/2014 school year, however, and the increase government is offering for this school year is zero. Costing out how much teachers make in the province is even more complicated, said Cameron, because the salary grids are not the same province-wide. "The provincial agreement still contains, for example, different wage grids varying by district, arising for historic reasons," Cameron said. "It's complicated business and it is possible for people sincerely attempting to do a costing to arrive at different results." Cameron told media the employers' association has attempted to revise a working group to look at a province-wide costing approach, and a employer and union working group was formed early in 2014. But Cameron says although work was done, the association considers its job unfinished. The union, however, has "refused" to continue meeting with the working group. Other changes made to the employers' proposals [see documents below] include paying teachers on call according to the salary grid from the first day of teaching, as opposed to the current model where teachers on call are paid a lower daily rate until the fourth day on the job; granting one-year teaching experience for teachers on call who work 180 full-time equivalent days, entitling them to an increase in pay; and requiring the union to reimburse the employer for benefit costs paid to a working teacher on call. The union has changed its teacher on call proposal requesting teachers receive one-year experience after 170 full-time equivalent workdays. The two sides remain far apart on class size and composition. The employers' association still rejects the teachers' request to return to the 2001 formula for determining the size of classes and the number of students with special needs and English language learner designation per class. Cameron said the improvement in education outcomes for aboriginal and special needs students in the province since 2001 show the Learning Improvement Fund model that provides funding for districts to hire more teachers and education assistants, provide more professional development, or increase teaching time to address higher than average class sizes has worked. "We see the union wanting to go back to that [formula]; it's an approach that from their perspective is a good approach because it derives expenditures from government and revenue from school districts. But it's not revenue that's used to good outcomes in terms of students," he said. The Learning Improvement Fund, which provides $165 million in funding over three years followed by $75 million annually in subsequent years, wasn't implemented until the 2012/13 school year. The union said Pesident Jim Iker will respond to Cameron's press briefing with his own at 2 p.m. The teachers have been engaged in an administrative strike since Wednesday, continuing duties as normal within the classroom but refusing to meet with school administrators, send or receive written or electronic communication with them, or supervise students outside of class time. No 2014 03 REVISED APRIL 23 2014 for the Record March 24 2014 (2) (PDF) No 2014 03 REVISED APRIL 23 2014 for the Record March 24 2014 (2) (Text) Costing of BCTF Compensation Items 25 April 2014 (PDF) Costing of BCTF Compensation Items 25 April 2014 (Text) E 68 Wage Comparison 2014 04 23 (PDF) E 68 Wage Comparison 2014 04 23 (Text) *Article corrected at 12:42 p.m. Previously reported the $576,180,000 cost would accrue by 2015/16. *Correction from 1.75 per cent made at 2 p.m. Katie Hyslop reports on education and youth issues for The Tyee Solutions Society. Find more in: Education, Labour + Industry and BC Politics   Tweet Previous: Journalist wants Furlong to prove background of allegation he backed away from What have we missed? What do you think? We want to know. Comment below. Keep in mind: Do: Verify facts, debunk rumours Add context and background Spot typos and logical fallacies Highlight reporting blind spots Ignore trolls Treat all with respect and curiosity Connect with each other Do not: Use sexist, classist, racist or homophobic language Libel or defame Bully or troll Troll patrol. Instead, flag suspect activity. Please enable JavaScript to view the comments powered by Disqus. comments powered by Disqus Browse by topic Aboriginal Affairs BC Election 2013 BC Politics Education Energy Environment Federal Politics Film Food Gender + Sexuality Health Housing Labour + Industry Local Economy Media Municipal Politics Music Photo Essays Podcasts Politics Rights + Justice Science + Tech Transportation Travel Urban Planning + Architecture Got feedback? Hot story tips? Zip them to our editor! Email here. The Hook Most Recent LNG a chance, not a windfall, says BC throne speech Postmedia could soon own almost every English newspaper in Canada. What could possibly go wrong? VIEW: Voting for your principles is 'strategic voting' Petition opposes BC's 'potential muzzling' of non-profits More troubles for BC's big LNG plans   Daily Weekly   The Hook Most Recent LNG a chance, not a windfall, says BC throne speech Postmedia could soon own almost every English newspaper in Canada. What could possibly go wrong? VIEW: Voting for your principles is 'strategic voting' Petition opposes BC's 'potential muzzling' of non-profits More troubles for BC's big LNG plans   The Tyee Most Recent Can 'Cuisine' Make a Better School Lunch? French kids eat like adults, and learn about food in the classroom. Should ours? Second in a series. How Much Do You Trust Canada's Wireless Giants? The Big Three keep waving off new measures to foster greater competition. Don't Give Postmedia More Local Monopolies Here's an idea for the Competition Bureau: promote competition. Inside the $316-Million Postmedia-Quebecor Deal A merger two years in the making tests Canada's competition laws yet again. Private Security Outnumber Border Services in Big Cities CBSA outsourcing under the microscope as custody death inquest concludes. Browse Stories by Topic Aboriginal Affairs BC Election 2013 BC Politics Education Energy Environment Federal Politics Film Food Gender + Sexuality Health Housing Labour + Industry Local Economy Media Municipal Politics Music Photo Essays Podcasts Politics Rights + Justice Science + Tech Transportation Travel Urban Planning + Architecture About The Tyee National Pool Contributors Advertise Contact Funding Jobs Master Classes Privacy Policy Submissions Support The Tyee News Culture Opinion National Mediacheck Solutions Video Publications Tyee News Weekly Archives The Hook Other BC Blogs Reported Elsewhere Steve Burgess Murray Dobbin Michael Geist Crawford Kilian Rafe Mair Andrew Nikiforuk Shannon Rupp Bill Tieleman Dorothy Woodend Follow The Tyee Subscribe by email Subscribe by RSS Tyee Mobile App Managed Hosting by Gossamer Threads × Share article via email Send this article to: Your email address: Your message: Would you like to receive The Tyee's headlines free by email? Yes, every day. Yes, once a week. I already subscribe. No, thanks. Submit Show form again » Close)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12794,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2000 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 12, Number 5, March 2000 The facts of life: Conferences for Grade 7 boys and Grade 7 girls by Karen Kilbride Are the needs of 12-year-old girls that different from those of 12-year-old boys? What goals should a Grade 7 Boys’ Conference achieve? Why should a teacher union support a boys’ conference or a girls’ conference? Many BCTF locals have taken on the community role of planning a conference for girls who are in Grade 7. These Grade 7 girls conferences are extremely popular with the students, teachers, and parents. Student evaluations are very appreciative of the teachers who plan the conference and the many women in the community who present the sessions and provide the displays. Community response has a great deal to do with the topics presented and no two conferences follow the same plan. North Vancouver was the first local to plan a girls’ conference at the Grade 7 level. They identified the transition from elementary school to secondary as a time “when girls leave a safe environment, where they are permitted to be children, to enter an adult environment where they are young women dealing with the issues that all women face.” A Grade 7 conference is an opportunity to build the girls’ self-esteem and to provide information to smooth their entry into secondary school. In Langley, the Status of Women Committee has some of the girls’ mothers on the planning committee and as participants in special sessions just for mothers. The mothers filled out their conference evaluations with their daughters and both gave high ratings to the sessions they attended. Administration, students, and community members are also members of the planning committee. A common response on the evaluations was, “We needed more time in the sessions. There wasn’t enough time to discuss the ideas. Next time there should be more sessions to attend.” A Grade 7 conference is more than a career fair. It is designed to help students thoughtfully prepare for the transition to a secondary school and to begin to set educational goals in a safe and supportive learning environment. Presentations at the girls’ conference range from self defense, football, theatre, and native culture and art, to sexual health and career choices. The emphasis is placed on personal safety, leadership roles, self-esteem, and health. The workshops are active and the girls are expected to participate and express their opinions and attitudes. In Surrey, the girls are lined up at 07:30 on a district PD day and they remain active and involved in their sessions until 14:30. The attendance is limited to 600 girls and many are turned away because of lack of space and resources. We could easily do two sites if we had enough speakers to present and enough funding. The Surrey Grade 7 Boys’ Conference was held for the first time this spring. Three hundred boys participated. It was held on the same district PD day as the girls’ conference. The goals of the conference were very similar to the girls, “To provide a meaningful experience for Grade 7 boys before they embark upon their secondary school life.” However, the workshops were very different. Sports and sports’ stars were the draw to get the boys to participate. Well-known football, basketball, and wrestling stars were included in the program to entice the boys to attend. Safety was a topic; car safety, and fire safety were the issues for boys. The RCMP and the Attorney General’s office presented workshops on the benefits of avoiding conflict and preventing bullying and avoiding drug use. A grant was received to present anti-bullying sessions. Many community sponsors donated sports equipment to help support the conference. The Province newspaper attended, and did a story on the split between girls and boys in school success. The conference planning committee included female teachers and older female students to help organize the boys in their workshops. Unlike the girls conference where only females are involved, females are involved in many of the boys’ sessions. The demo team for karate used several older female students to show the kicks and moves in a sparring match for karate. I was able to attend sessions at the boys and the girls conferences and I was most impressed by the participation of all the students I observed. One group of girls wrote a list of leadership qualities they admire. A good leader would be: disciplined, a good listener, helpful, supportive, non-judgemental, independent, understanding, trustworthy, humourous, interesting, creative, sincere, and fun. Wouldn’t we want to see these qualities in our educational leaders? Judy DeVries, the chair of the Langley Status of Women Committee ended her opening remarks with a comment that sums up the reasons why teachers should definitely commit the funds and the time to support Grade 7 conferences. “Each person’s life is shaped by the big and the little choices they make. The committee is glad that you chose to come here today and hopes that you will make new friends, meet exciting role models, learn about yourself and others, and gain skills and confidence to meet the challenges of high school. We also hope that you learn that no matter what you meet on the road of life, there are people such as the people you meet here today who are willing to help and support you to become the person that you want to be.” Karen Kilbride is the chairperson of the Status of Women Committee in Surrey and a member of the BCTF Feminist Caucus. She is a learning assistance teacher at Kennedy Trail Elementary School and White Rock Elementary School. The BCTF has prepared a planning book for Grade 7 girls’ conferences. The booklet is written by Ieke Geise, North Vancouver and Margie Willers, Surrey. Copies may be obtained by calling Margaret Ross at the BCTF. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12874,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2000 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 12, Number 7, May/June 2000 Problems with releasing individual FSA results by Rob Taylor I was one of the people in my district (Cariboo-Chilcotin) who realized the government was planning to release individual FSA results, and took a motion to my executive, and then to my PD zone meeting, and then to PDAC opposing their plans. I am not in the least opposed to program assessment. I believe PLAP was a relatively valuable tool for looking at program delivery on a province-wide basis, and believe that we should be evaluating what we do regularly, so that we can track our effectiveness and plan ways to improve the delivery of service. However, I cannot believe that the ministry would even consider releasing results on an individual or even school-by-school basis. Apart from the fact that we all know that such use of standardized test results is completely invalid and inappropriate, we have to examine the impact in a district such as mine. We have 36 schools (31 schools when the district closes 5), many of which have only one teacher at a given grade level. In fact, that person may be the only Grade 4, 7, or 10 teacher in the whole community; in some cases, the teacher could be both the Grade 4 and 7 teacher in one of our smaller schools. What these individual results will do is target those teachers in small communities as being “poor” because individual student results or school results are lower than the provincial results, without taking into account the socio-economic strength of the community, the access to the outside world (one of our communities doesn’t have electricity on a full-time basis) access to books (no library), and a host of other issues. That doesn’t even begin to look at the validity of a one-time test in relation to a student’s development over several years, or differences in students’ developmental rates. I would also hate to be the teacher who bears the brunt of a parent’s wrath when I deliver the results six months after the test that indicate that their child is either significantly below average and getting a relatively good report card (maybe they didn’t put a lot of effort into a test that they know is not being scored for report cards) or is significantly above average and getting less than average marks on their report cards. (Maybe they do tests well and don’t work at all in class, or they just had a good day on the test day.) As I stated at the outset, I don’t object to program evaluation; I do object to atrocious educational and pedagogical practices, and that is what these are. The Ministry of Education should be ashamed of itself for promulgating what amounts to educational malpractice. Rob Taylor teaches at Nesika Elementary School, Williams Lake and is PD chairperson, Cariboo-Chilcotin Teachers’ Association. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/blogs/research.aspx?id=22420&blogid=7524,BCTF Blogs > Research  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources Home > Social Media > Research Blog Search this blog: BCTF Information Services—Research & Reports Provides summaries and links to new reports and studies in the fields of education, labour, and social sciences. Ongoing Battles over Anti-Union Legislation in the United States Permanent link   All Posts In Idaho yesterday, two education reform bills were passed by the state legislature. The new laws will eliminate tenure for new teachers and current teachers who have yet to obtain a continuing contract, restrict collective bargaining for teachers to salaries and benefits, and introduce merit pay for teachers. "Sponsors of the legislation to limit the state teachers union and hand more power over to the locally elected school boards touted the plan as a way to remove barriers to awarding good teachers and getting rid of less effective teachers." Another bill still in the Idaho Senate would increase class sizes in grades 4 to 12 to free up money to pay for the education reforms - including the merit pay plan, which will cost $38 million in its first year. Legislative attacks on public sector unions continue around the United States: In Wisconsin, Governor Scott Walker's proposed legislation would limit public sector collective bargaining to wages, exempt employees from paying union dues, and would require unions to conduct annual votes amongst their members to reaffirm their legitimacy. The bill has passed in the State Assembly, but the state's fourteen Democratic senators remain in hiding in Illinois, thereby preventing quorum and blocking a vote on the bill in the Senate. In Indiana, Republican legislators have proposed bills that would ban collective bargaining by public employees and that would allow members of private sector unions to opt out of their union dues. The Senate has already passed a bill that limits teacher collective bargaining to wages and wage-related benefits, and another bill that links teacher evaluations to student test scores. Democratic legislators have also left Indiana in order to block quorum in the state House of Representatives.  In Ohio, "Senate Bill 5 would effectively end collective bargaining for state workers and allow hiring alternate workers during a strike. It would end binding arbitration, an option favored by the police and firemen, who are not allowed to strike." In this state, Republicans are in the majority in both the House of Representatives and the Senate, and there are not enough Democratic legislators to block quorum. Following protests by thousands of angry Ohioans last week, Republican Senate leaders agreed to change the bill to allow state workers to negotiate wages, but the bill now includes a provision banning strikes by public employees. More on Ohio here. Protests against proposals for anti-union legislation are expected to spread to other states in the coming weeks. In Tennessee, Republicans are trying to pass legislation that would prevent teachers from bargaining with local school boards. Republicans in Michigan are also taking steps towards curbing union rights. And the House of Representatives in Oklahoma is considering a bill that would eliminate collective bargaining for municipal workers. An alarming article in today's National Post posits that Canada might be next, thanks to the "growing backlash against the generous working conditions enjoyed by the public sector in Canada." From Tuesday's Rachel Maddow Show - an overview of the protests, a debunking of the myth that states are in fiscal crises because of public sector unions, and a discussion of conservative attempts to capitalize on the financial crisis by weakening unions and shifting power to corporations: Visit msnbc.com for breaking news, world news, and news about the economy Last Edited by BCTF Info. Services at 10/03/2011 2:54 PM Leave a comment Name * Email * Homepage Comment << September 2014 >> Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat   1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30         Blogroll On Education: Schools for a Civil Society B.C. Education Report (Tracy Sherlock, Vancouver Sun) The Hook/Education Teacher Solidarity UBC Educational Studies blog Where the Blog has No Name Archive April 2014 March 2014 January 2014 December 2013 November 2013 October 2013 September 2013 August 2013 June 2013 May 2013 April 2013 March 2013 December 2012 September 2012 August 2012 November 2011 September 2011 April 2011 March 2011 February 2011 January 2011 December 2010 November 2010 October 2010 September 2010 August 2010 July 2010 June 2010 May 2010 April 2010 March 2010 January 2010 December 2009 November 2009 October 2009 September 2009 Subjects Education Labour Social Sciences Recent Posts Recent Additions to the Information Services Research Files - April 2014 Recent Additions to the Information Services Research Files - March 2014 Recent Additions to the Information Services Research Files - February 2014 Recent Additions to the Information Services Research Files - January 2014 Recent Additions to the Information Services Research Files - December 2013 If you are experiencing technical difficulties, please contact the webmanager@bctf.ca. About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=15184,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2008 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 20, Number 5, March 2008 Les défis de l’enseignement francophone en Colombie-Britannique Par Mohamed Chelali Parler de la francophonie dans un milieu minoritaire revient souvent à parler des institutions éducatives dont principalement l’école qui en tant qu’institution revêt une importance capitale pour la communauté qu’elle dessert. En effet, l’école, dans un milieu minoritaire, ne transmet pas simplement des connaissances et socialise les élèves aux valeurs de la société mais elle possède aussi une mission stratégique de préservation et de sauvegarde de la langue et de la culture française. La construction de l’identité culturelle et identitaire est au cœur de la mission de l’école francophone en milieu minoritaire. La langue est l’élément clé qui permettra à l’élève de s’instruire, de communiquer, de s’affirmer, et d’interagir avec un environnement dans lequel il est à la fois acteur et contributeur. L’école est alors essentielle à la pérennité de la communauté francophone dans un milieu minoritaire. La vision d’une école francophone dans un milieu minoritaire doit être un puissant agent mobilisateur grâce à son rôle catalyseur d’intervention auprès de la communauté. L’école a aussi par extension un rôle politique, puisqu’elle a toujours été le théâtre de revendications et de pressions au nom de la communauté. Son rôle est lourd de responsabilités, étant donné sa nature au niveau de la reproduction de la communauté francophone, en ce qui a trait à la langue et à la culture française. Tous les intervenants en éducation au niveau de l’école deviennent alors de puissants agents de reproduction linguistique et culturelle auprès de la clientèle scolaire desservie. En Colombie-Britannique ce rôle de reproduction est, dans bien des cas, important à souligner car vital au succès de l’école francophone et de la communauté d’une manière générale. Deux éléments importants sont à considérer avec soin: 1. la présence d’une clientèle scolaire de plus en plus hétérogène du point de vue de la langue et de la culture, où les compétences langagières en français peuvent varier grandement d’une famille à l’autre et d’un milieu socio-économique à un autre. Ce facteur est exacerbé par le taux assez élevé de l’exogamie en Colombie-Britannique, situation où un parent est francophone et l’autre anglophone. Il n’est pas rare d’ailleurs de voir que l’anglais devienne la langue d’usage en dehors de l’école ce qui occasionne un taux de transfert linguistique important vers l’anglais et qui crée une fragilité lorsque le milieu scolaire devient le seul endroit où les enfants font l’expérience du français dans leur vie quotidienne. Cette situation a tendance à fragiliser les structures de l’école francophone au sens de l’appartenance communautaire et influence négativement la rétention des élèves surtout au niveau secondaire et post secondaire. Cette situation exige donc une vigilance constante de la part de l’école qui doit absolument s’ouvrir sur la communauté et créer un partenariat fort avec elle. 2. Une population de diverses origines ethniques continue à venir, depuis maintenant plus d’une décennie, se greffer à la communauté francophone existante. Face à cette diversité ethnique de l’éducation francophone en Colombie-Britannique, l’école francophone à besoin de s’adapter, de s’ouvrir et d’envoyer des signaux forts à sa clientèle actuelle et potentielle pour que celle-ci se sente partie intégrante de la communauté et pour éviter toute tension qui engendrerait des divisions et des retombées négatives sur la francophonie locale d’une manière générale. Cette nouvelle clientèle francophone doit aussi comprendre qu’elle a le droit et le devoir de contribuer à la préservation de l’identité de la communauté francophone en Colombie-Britannique. La dualité communauté-école est l’un des garants clé de la réussite de l’école francophone en milieu minoritaire. L’école par son rôle moteur doit se situer au cœur de la communauté. Ce rôle doit s’articuler sur l’innovation et la vivacité pédagogique ainsi que l’utilisation maximale des outils des technologies modernes pour rapprocher les apprenants non seulement entre eux mais aussi avec les autres communautés francophones et francophiles. La technologie permet certainement d’offrir une gamme de services éducationnels de qualité à tous les apprenants de l’école francophone. En plus de la technologie, l’école francophone en milieu minoritaire doit promouvoir le volet culturel car c’est de cela dont dépend l’utilisation du français dans toutes les sphères d’activités à l’école comme dans la communauté. L’école est l’institution publique fondamentale pour la transmission intergénérationnelle de la langue et de la culture françaises en milieu minoritaire. Cette transmission permettra d’élargir le répertoire linguistique des élèves et de développer leurs connaissances et leurs compétences en français. Il faut dire aussi que l’école francophone en milieu minoritaire doit impérativement, non seulement, offrir un enseignement de haute qualité dans toutes les matières et sujets enseignés y compris la langue anglaise, mais aussi stabiliser le corps enseignant, le valoriser, et l’impliquer tant dans la prise de décision que dans les grands choix stratégiques. Un taux élevé de départs ou d’insatisfaction du corps enseignant nuira grandement à la mission de l’école. L’idéal est que dans le long terme le couple communauté-école génère les acteurs qui pérenniseront sa survie, les saveurs et les exigences d’une francophonie spécifique en Colombie-Britannique. Les institutions postsecondaires auront un rôle capital dans ce domaine. D’ores et déjà, il faut se féliciter d’une grande avancée dans ce domaine avec la création du bureau des Affaires Francophones et Francophiles de l’université Simon Fraser et avec la vitalité de l’organisme Éducacentre. Au niveau provincial il faut dire qu’en Colombie-Britannique, la situation des francophones malgré ces progrès demeure plutôt précaire et les droits tiennent plus du symbole que de la réalité car ils sont limités au domaine scolaire, imposés par la Charte des droits et libertés, obtenus de haute lutte devant les tribunaux. Bien évidemment des progrès notables ont vu le jour ces cinq dernières années avec l’accroissement des diverses activités et programmes francophones. Le grand défi est comment étendre ce développement du domaine scolaire aux autres domaines vitaux d’un développement communautaire équilibré qui inclura les volets économique, social et culturel. N’oublions pas, qu’y compris dans le domaine scolaire, en Colombie-Britannique comme ailleurs au Canada il y a beaucoup à faire pour la scolarisation des ayants droit. Selon le président de la fédération nationale des conseils scolaires francophones (FNCSF) Monsieur Ernest Thibodeau, ´ ... seulement 49 % des enfants ayants droit fréquentent une école primaire ou secondaire de langue française.ª. ´Il est évident qu’il y a beaucoup de pain sur la planche.-dira-t-il- Nous espérons que les efforts entrepris depuis le Sommet de l’éducation de 2005 permettront d’augmenter les nombres dans un avenir rapproché. Ce qui est toutefois encourageant, c’est qu’une bonne proportion des parents (35 %) qui envoient leurs enfants dans le système anglophone ou d’immersion ont déclaré qu’ils auraient préféré que leur enfant fréquente une école de langue française. Il faut donc tout mettre en œuvre pour attirer ces parents. N’oublions pas non plus qu’il y a presque 2000 enseignants dans le programme d’immersion en Colombie-Britannique. Parmi ces 2000 enseignants il y a au moins 60% qui sont francophones à 100 % et dont les compétences et le savoir faire n’est aucunement utilisé par la communauté francophone qui a un grand besoin de leurs talents dans ce moment crucial de son histoire sans parler que ces mêmes enseignants sont aussi parents d’un ou de plusieurs enfants qui ne fréquentent pas toujours eux-mêmes le programme francophone. Enfin, une fois pour toute il faut se mettre d’accord sur la relation que les francophones doivent entretenir vis à vis de l’immersion française. Cette dernière selon beaucoup de francophones représente une profondeur de la dualité linguistique du pays et est un allié stratégique indéfectible. Pour d’autres, l’école d’immersion est un sérieux concurrent aux écoles francophones et ne serait qu’une source d’assimilation des élèves francophones. Les questions sont posées et il est temps d’avoir un débat franc et sérieux. Synopsis This article explains the challenges of the francophone education system in BC. The article also explores different aspects of the vital role of francophone schools in keeping the francophone community viable and alive. Moh Chelali, Directeur adjoint, coordonnateur des programmes et services français de la Féderation des enseignants de Colombie-Britannique. Invitation Le Bureau des programmes et services en français invite les délégués et enseignants des Programmes Francophones/ Immersion/Français langue de base a un lunch durant l’assemblée générale annuelle de laFédération des Enseignants de la Colombie Britannique à l’hôtel Hyatt de Vancouver. Pour s’inscrire, merci de communiquer avec Cécilia Huard, 604-871-1869, chuarddelamarre@bctf.ca. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141006,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2014/09/tentative-agreement-yes-or-no.html?showComment0751410986165434,Staffroom Confidential: Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, September 16, 2014 Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Despite what I know was a herculean effort on the part of our bargaining team, I very much hope that BC teachers will vote no to the tentative agreement. After five weeks of strike, and twelve years of legal battles, this is not the deal that will restore sanity to public education and it is not a fair deal for teachers and students. Just as teachers in Saskatchewan rejected a deal to ensure a better outcome, I hope BC teachers will consider a no vote to let our team know we have to go back to the bargaining table. Class size, composition The agreement provided a modified LIF fund starting at $75 million per year and increasing to $85 by the last year. It is for teachers only, which will mean a slight improvement in Districts where sizeable portions were spent on Education Assistants or senior District staff rather than teachers. However, in an average size District like Victoria (20,000 students, 1,000 teachers), this will translate into about 5-10 more teachers. That is one for every five schools. To put it in comparison, Justice Griffin's judgement estimated the lost funding due to lost class size language at about $330 million in current dollars. (Read more here about the proposed Education Fund.) I heard so many teachers speak up about the need to ensure that we do not return to over-crowded classes when the strike ends. This agreement does very little to alleviate what is the most pressing issue. Throwing away the court victory The agreement provides a "reopener" in the event we win on appeal our class size language. What this means is that the language returns, but is not implemented until new language is negotiated. Without the actual implementation of the returned language, there will be very little incentive for the government to bargain it back. We would essentially be back in the very same position we are in today, with government trying to bargain it out and us trying to bargain it back in. In my opinion, even if we were legislated back to work we would be in a superior position. If we won the appeal the government would then be forced to implement the language. We are thus throwing away our historic court victory and the bargaining pressure it potentially creates. The reopener is really only mildly less offensive than E80. In both cases, we have to bargain back what was illegally taken from our contract and the government will probably never have to restore it. In fact, the "reopener" creates the perfect opportunity for government to lock us out to try and force us to agree to something far inferior. Throwing away the remedy for the last twelve years The agreement provides $105 million to compensate for grievances over-sized classes for the last twelve years. Using Justice Griffin's estimates, our loss is roughly $300 million times 12 = over $3 billion. I cannot fathom how $105 million is a fair compromise. The BCTF's original proposal to put this money back into the system was a more fair and productive approach. This agreement means we can no longer go to the courts for a fair remedy. Wages The agreement is very close to government's original offer. While I would be willing to accept this if the class size language was returned, teachers should not be taking such a significant monetary loss without the commensurate gain in working conditions. We have lost roughly 12% of our annual salary. We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut. Minimal improvements There are very minimal improvements in preparation time for elementary teachers (10 minutes per week), and TTOC daily rate. The TTOC daily rate change may depend on your grid placement. It could actually be a wage loss for long term TTOCs who are above category 5 and step 7. There is also $11 million in health and dental benefits. At 40,000 members, this is $275 each. Hardly worth consideration in the context of the rest of the agreement. What next? There are a variety of options if we vote no. We can continue the strike. We can choose to return to work and continue bargaining. We do not, and should not, accept an agreement that doesn't meet our needs and doesn't meet the needs of students and public education. When Saskatchewan teachers rejected the first deal which had 5.5% wage increases over four years, the second deal had 7.3% increases over four years. They have said this still isn't good enough. For us, our main issue is classroom conditions. We need to say this isn't good enough. The way to do that is to vote no. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 7:48 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 124 comments: Troy MooreSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:17 PM The EC recommendation states the open clause will be argued from restored language. However, selling our grievances for nothing as the 105 million is strike savings, is plenty of reason to vote no. Further, no composition caps, but a fund controlled by Superintendents is enough reason to vote no. Thursday I will vote no.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:06 PM Re-opener also says "education fund" in place until new language bargained, so old language can disappear forever.Delete Reply Mme RousseauSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:33 PM Government starved us to death hoping we'd vote yes to whatever deal they'd offer. Planned it from the start.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:07 PM We can sill choose (collectively) to return to work if we reject this deal. Many options.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:09 PM Great analysis, Tara! I think that returning to work would be a bad idea. This will frustrate parents more if they need to find new ways to deal with taking care fo kids. USe the money given to you by the other unions. I am a teacher who had to quit for stress over the terrible condition of work (split FI grade 4/5, several low LD kids with little support, one severe with no support, 2 gifted (no support), and a principal who expected me to teach 2 separate social studies AND science programs)Delete Reply Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:56 PM Good points by all but the gov't succeeded in starving my family out and completly breaking us. I will be voting YES and live to fight another dayReplyDelete Replies schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:21 PM 'Fight another day'? In the last twelve years that we have been pushing back against this government, never has the tide tide been so much with teachers, class size/composition, and public education - and never has the government been pushed back onto the ropes (especially with the call for binding arbitration). What 'other day' is being proposed that we wait for? Now is the time. Vote 'no' and give the BCTF bargaining team a renewed mandate to get a decent deal for students and teachers.Delete Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:10 PM "Another day" means to wake up and realize that 2more weeks means my family of 5 could lose our home. It means I will do all I can to recall Cc, Factbender, and other mla's, and maybe even having "a guy I know" have a chat with them. In year 1 of their reign, I don't believe they even know what "the ropes" are. I will vote YES ...for my family, and I can live with thatDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:12 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply Karen FergusonSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:03 PM Just a question: When the Saskatchewan teachers voted no, had they already been on strike for 5 weeks?ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM No. They are working with no contract. They are not on strike.Delete Shannon DavisSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:23 AM I am a Saskatchewan teacher. We are not on strike; we are currently in the conciliation process after voting "no" to 2 previous offersDelete Reply "Mama Rose"September 16, 2014 at 9:27 PM Can we truly return to work without agreeing and continue bargaining? When I suggested returning to work a few weeks ago, the answer was "being on strike puts pressure on the gov't and without pressure they have no reason to settle." And can you explain more how legislating us back would be better than agreeing to this deal? And finally, why would the BCTF executive put forward a deal that was not a good one?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:30 PM Because they need confirmation of the resolve of the membership to get something better. That is what a no vote does.Delete Reply Troylana MSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:28 PM some great points to ponder, tara......thinking thinking....ReplyDelete schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:43 PM If we vote 'no' to the tentative deal we still have options: We'd not have a contract. But we could... a) strike with full picket lines b) partially strike with phase 1 (work-to-rule) in schools c) partially strike with periodic/rotating job action d) continue negotiating e) return to work and re-escalate strike f) some/all of the above ReplyDelete Replies Caroline MackenzieSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:21 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:14 PM a) will expedite matters (I say less that 3 days)Delete Reply danabjornsonSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:05 PM I am thinking that a legislated, crappier contract would only be in effect for 2 years max (before elections...). If we take this offer, then we will be agreeing to this pseudo-E80. Should we win the court case (which we likely will), we will have to settle on the terms of the THIS negotiated contract which doesn't actually restore learning conditions; it simply allows for those conditions to be negotiated. If we say n, then we default to the 2002 contract, which DOES restore the language. A "yes" vote is saying that we are good on "crumbs"; a "no" vote is saying we want an actual meal. That's my understanding, anyway. Please correct me where I am wrong, Tara. :)ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:44 PM And word is IF they legislate, they could opt to legislate back Grade 10-12 only causing the union to have to lay off all teachers and re-hire based on seniority. That will tear the union at the seams pitting teacher against teacher for those positions. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:17 PM There will be a general strike if that were to happen! They better not do this. They will regret it.Delete Reply imaginefunlearningSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:09 PM Some good points on the background of our fight over the past 12 years, which I have been actively engaged in; however we need to recognize the climate we are in. We are not in Sask. people! We have just come through a very long summer!! We need to thank our @bctf bargaining team & recognize the toll this has taken on all of us & our families. I don't have the luxury of more time on the strike line. This may be as good as it gets. Let's read the agreement and consider getting back to work and making some $ again! That's my 2 cents worth, which would come in really handy right now!!!ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:18 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply RobSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:11 PM Go back in work to rule mode. Work this winter to recall every Liberal MLA. ThAt is the only way to apply pressure to these criminals. ReplyDelete Replies Kate RestonSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:03 PM Recall! Not sure who won the battle but the war is still onDelete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:14 AM Well said Kate... I agree 100%Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:20 PM I think say NO and a better deal will be done in less than 3 days. These guys are not criminals, they are lower than that. I bet they get a sick pleasure in hurting the kids and the teachers.Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:31 PM An official recall is in the works: https://www.facebook.com/groups/316129595235450/?fref=ts Please consider joining.Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:26 AM Leah - do you honestly think anyone who voted BC Liberal did so thinking that they would act any differently on the education file?Delete Reply JJSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:16 PM I am glad to see other members who share my views. I am outraged at a 1.2 percent "raise" in salary per year that doesn't even meet inflation of currently 2%. I feel used and abused.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:23 PM Not to mention all of the other pittance! I am actually surprised that Iker asked teachers to vote on this! Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:18 PM Hi Tara Thanks for the summary! Will we be able to vote NO to the deal, but vote YES to returning to work? Will there be three options when we vote Thursday? Why did the BCTF agree to a substandard deal for us? If we vote no to a deal that was recommended to us, the teachers look like the bad guys and public approval will plummet. I am very disappointed and frustratedReplyDelete Replies KataSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:12 AM Public approval will not necessarily plummet. I have seen strikes where the membership has voted against the executive's "best results to date", and ended up with a better offer. This offer is an insult. The $300 million will not bring funding to the national average (I believe). More importantly, the wage offer is half of the average wage increase for public and private workers (StatsCan). Delete Reply MontySeptember 16, 2014 at 10:19 PM Thank you, Tara. My thoughts too, more clearly expressed. As well, Thursday is too soon to vote, too soon to vote, too soon to vote........ReplyDelete Richard ChalkeSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:21 PM Vote no and lose every shred of public support...just sayin!ReplyDelete Replies UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:31 AM I am a member of the public and would support a "no" vote. js!.Delete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:01 AM Richard Chalke, NO you won't! I am a mother with 3 adopted special needs children who need to be in a class that is designed for them and others like them (my kids are academically slightly delayed but their issues are more social and behavioural) where they can receive the education they deserve taught in a way they can comprehend. I will speak now for all the parents I know, and we will support the teacher's if they continue to fight for our children's best interest.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:28 PM It might not be pretty at first, but once we explain things (and I hope the Mandarin-speaking teachers flood the Richmond organization that voiced their concerns), they will back us. The 3 billions that the judge came to is the first I hear about. This should be stated to every newsmedia comment section in the province. Minimize pickets and flood those outlets with commenters, just like the Liberals do. Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:45 PM I am a member of the public and a single Mother of a child in the public school system. You will NOT lose one bit of my support if you vote no. I know that you are sacrificing so that my child can have a better education, and I am most grateful for it. Having said that, I also know that you are exhausted and broke. I have been dreading that you may have to settle for less than what you (we) deserve because the government succeeded in breaking you. I am not in your shoes, so cannot judge. If the vote is a yes, I understand and I am still behind you. Delete Reply Alison RocheSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:25 PM It is a crap deal. It's always a crap deal. Once you raise the stakes to striking, anything else is a cave in. The last time we walked out was the 3 day illegal strike where I threw away 1200$ and got EXACTLY the same contract I had the year before. The BCTF called it a win because they didn't rip up MORE of my contract. Ridiculous. There are a few of us that believe that working to contract, doing 100% of your teaching job and nothing more (like paying for supplies out of your own pocket or EC) is the only way teachers will survive this government. What if they get re-elected again? Then what? Teachers have lost thousands to these clowns to make "statements" about the state of public education in this province. We can't keep sacrificing ourselves and our families. And in the meantime, you talk to parents about why you have to take this crappy road. Because up until this strike they mostly didn't care about the state of education, but god forbid you didn't run a Sports Day. Then suddenly they wanted to know what the hell was going on. Keep the conversation going in schools. Attend your PAC meetings and stop enabling this govt to underfund and overwork the system. And still get paid!ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:20 AM I am very excited at the prospect of returning to my beloved job on Friday. However I will NOT continue to put my personal money into my classroom and I will be seriously reconsidering my involvement in extra curriculars. I think we shoot ourselves in the foot with all the unpaid work we so willingly volunteer to do. Delete Reply FCSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:38 PM I heard a rumour last week from a loose lipped government insider that after the 22nd, depending on the outcome of the negotiations the Liberals were going to announce a 3 step process. I was not clear if this was based on 3 steps to resolve the strike (perhaps the 3rd step is legislation??) or 3 steps to overhaul the education system, either way, they will settle it outright. I wish you all luck and all the information that you need to make a sound decision of what you feel is best.ReplyDelete Replies Lisa BurrowsSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:53 PM I have heard similar rumours. On the 23rd, the gov. was planning on introducing a $6000 per year voucher system for 3 choices: an academic or trades program, or something called EducationCanada. Not clear whether their intention was to privatize the public system, de-certify teachers and hire them back under new wage/benefits. Not clear where these rumours originated from. Maybe fear tactics to get teachers to vote yes. In any event, I plan on voting yes. I signed up to be a teacher, not a martyr. This strike has cost us a lot. We need to regain our livelihood and hopefully continue the conversation about class composition. We have at least awakened many people to the issue, and the court case is still an avenue that could eventually improve teaching and learning conditions.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:33 PM I urge all teachers to fight and say NO to this deal. Retired teacher who had to retire because horrendous work conditions. Make me proud. They will not last long if you say NO! I know this is tough, but there is money and I hear that Van City does offer loan at low to 0 %. Banks do allow you to miss a mortgage payment. Go talki to your banker.Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM Will school districts require teachers to make up missed days, as suggested in the media? Will the school calendar be changing to make up for the missed three weeks and if so will we be made aware of those changes PRIOR to the vote? ReplyDelete KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:41 PM "Wages..... We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut." And that is the cost of going on strike!!! There is nothing that can be done about that. You cannot go on strike and put up the raise you want every week to compensate for your time on strike - it doesn't work that way.ReplyDelete Replies Drew StevensonSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:59 AM I believe the missing "..." Suggests that they meant to refer to the losses against inflation since the last wage step increase. Thus this contract does not allow us to recover the buying power lost to inflation since the last non contract or "0%" year. Add those up and compare against the proposed increase and you see that by the end of the contract, we won't be able to afford the same value of goods (loaves of bread, watts of energy, litres of gas) that we could at the end of the last contracts term. It was not a comment about wages that were lost in the strike. Those are really small potatoes when compared to the grinding power of inflation over years and years. The next contract will use this latest for a bench mark so these losses to inflation will grind at all teachers for as long as they teach. A death of a thousand cuts to our ability to afford basic goods and services. Any raise less than inflation is a cut to the value placed on us and on our ability to pay our bills. Delete Reply Ed SSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:09 PM Having lost $20,000 (including summer school wages) as the single income for a family of five is far too much; I will be voting YES to the deal, unless the independently wealthy teachers out there who wish to continue the strike will pay my bills and mortgage for me.ReplyDelete Replies Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:14 PM I feel ya. Yes for meDelete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:18 AM Ed S. With all due respect (and I mean that), how did you lose $20,000 in the strike? Teachers were out 2 weeks (all out) before they were supposed to be in June, and now 3 weeks for the start of school? It is my understanding that teachers don't get paid through the summer months. Please correct me if I'm wrong, wherever I'm wrong. Shouldn't you have been financially alright for the summer months at least? Also all teachers knew this strike had a possibility of extending into the new school year but no one teacher budgeted for this possibility? I'm truly just trying to get a clear picture of where this all stems. NO disrespect intended.Delete BlairSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:12 AM Kelly, not Ed but if you look at the numbers there was the 10% lockout haircut in May/June plus the loss of most of June and the loss of much of September. In our 1 teacher (1 non) household we calculated a $9 K - $10 K loss so far. If you add summer school earnings you can easily make the loss in the $20 k zone. As for budgeting, we budget for the summer, but did not expect the 10% haircut, nor the loss of June/Sept days which completely messed our budgeting calculations. A very good friend (single teaching mother) was crushed by the loss of the June income and is without a penny today.Delete Mr. SmoothSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:35 PM The only one who didn't get a haircut was Jim Iker... and he needs one more than anyone else. What's with that over-coiffed 70"s mullet Jim? Does wonders for the BCTF brand image!Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:55 PM Jim's hair is not open for discussion in a respectful space like this. As for his salary, he is a teacher who does not get paid when we are on strike.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:04 PM Totally agree!Delete Reply Mr. GSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:24 PM If I thought they could do any better I would agree with voting NO, but you have to be realistic. The BCTF does not use professionals to bargain and always ends up with much less than they promise the membership when asking for a strike vote. While this is not a great deal for teachers, I really think you're fooling yourself if you think it'll get any better.ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:02 AM BCTF needs to be replaced with younger more adept representatives and advocates. Also, we should be hiring professional contract negotiators - you don't go into battle with cut throat corporate types with a wooden knife. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:37 PM This is BAD deal! Say NO to it and show those (expletives) that we will not take it anymore! Come on! Show them that teachers have a spine! They will respect us, oddly!Delete Reply retaSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:51 PM I agree with Richard. Those in the public that are uniformed would be furious, and there are many teachers who just can't afford to use their wages as their voice any longer - too much has already been donated to the government. In my opinion, the deal is pretty lame. I am sitting on the fence.ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:24 AM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:26 AM So true!!! I cannot afford to fight this battle for public education any longer. Why is this my personal and professional obligation??? However I think this deal is weak weak weak. I also think its the best we are going to get. Ideologically I'm on the fence but my wallet will vote YES.Delete Reply SirThinksToo MuchSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:54 PM My wife and I will be voting "Yes" on Thursday for it is the middle path. The easy path would have been for us to go back to school with E-80 & E-81 over our heads. The difficult path would be for us to vote "No" and put our mortgage at risk and having to continue asking retired parents for handouts to feed a family with three kids. The middle path is the wisest choice for us considering the current political climate in which those who do not teach are the quickest to judge it harshly.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:41 PM I understand that this is really tough for you! I almost died teaching a few month ago. I had to quit. Please consider holding on and say no. Remember the short loss in salary will be offset in the LONG-RUn by better salary increase. This is a joke! They will be laughing at you even more if we accept this. This is a very bad deal! However, I do respect your position!Delete Reply DaleSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:16 AM Why would classroom conditions be better on October 9th after being legislated back? We have been outplayed because of our stubborn refusal to outdated, tired old tactics. It is because of these actions that have led us to this terrible deal. Time to reset, regroup and stock up for the long haul. Can't do it if half the members commit hara kiri on themselves. We are a union of professionals not a cult. ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:49 AM Could not agree more.Delete schreck!September 17, 2014 at 9:44 AM Could you please advise which tactics you believe could have been used to secure a superior deal?Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:47 AM Full disclosure: I'm a BC Liberal supporter. The only people who would benefit from a NO vote are the BC Liberals. Teachers would be bargaining with no leverage whatsoever and would be viewed by a large segment of the population as unreasonable. The BC Liberals then get portray themselves as the only party capable of dealing with the BCTF. schreck! says that the BCTF has the government on the ropes, but he couldn't be farther from the truth. The government wants people to view the BCTF as their primary opponent. Disputes like this just shore up the BC Liberal base and protect its right flank. Any half-baked recall campaign will only reinforce that. It's true teachers aren't going to recoup the lost wages from the strike. I would suggest to you that that means this job action was probably not in teachers' interests, especially without any sort of appreciable strike fund. This is the best deal teachers were ever going to get with this government and people should have been able to recognize that in June. If you want my advice (which you probably don't), it would be to spend the next 5 years building up a strike fund, electing better leaders, and hiring a professional negotiating team. Don't bring a knife to a gunfight and expect things to go well. Focus on getting the best deal you can from whoever the government is rather than trying to change the government, the HST, Kinder Morgan or a thousand different issues that distract from education and erode the union's finances further. You'd be doing yourself a favour, and probably doing the NDP a favour at the same time. Also, if schreck! is David Schreck, you can thank his opposition to STV for the last two BC Liberal majorities. I know I do.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:11 PM One step would be to stop making political contributions to the NDP. This only contributes to the childish animosity and lack of trust that has constantly characterized negotiations. How else can the Socreds/Liberals view teachers except as enemies when they so publicly support their opponents. This stupid confrontational immature approach has to STOP!!!!! Education should not be a political fight when it is so obviously a valuable benefit to our society. It was an NDP government that legislated teachers back to work in 1993. Stop making education a political fight.Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:10 PM I don't think they have to go that far. CUPE and the Nurses still contribute to the NDP yet they don't have the same acrimonious relationship. CUPE and the Nurses just make their members their priority, and broader advocacy second.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:55 PM Ryan (possibly a Liberal paid commenter), with all due respect, I disagree with you. The cumulative increase in lieu of this will be better. Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can. I say to Iker, ask for 6% over 3 years because these people love to play the 15% over 15 year game to make it so big on the surface. Some people think that this is 15% every year. Believe me! I have seen it in comment sections. Others believe that the 15% is too high not understanding that they must divide things over the duration of the contract. It is time that we play it smarter. It is time to put the foot down and ask for money given to us by other unions, if it is needed. Banks can accept one late mortgage payment. It would be suicidal for them to not help. Imagine the possible damage if that ever leaks out. They could lose a lot in teacher money. I for one would pull my money out of a bank in support! Teachers are going to show this government that we have a spine! Enough is enough! Aren't you tired of being treated like kids? (Retired teacher who almost died in a car accident because of work conditions that were horrendous. I had to quit.)Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 AM Not paid by the BC Liberals. I pay them actually... :/ I imagine astroturfers of any affiliation wouldn't disclose their bias. "Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can." How did that work in May 2013? If the teachers reject a contract that their own union endorsed, it will make teachers seem unreasonable. Whether that perception is true or fair is irrelevant. It's what will happen, and teachers will be weaker as a result. Take my advice. Build up a strike fund and focus on the internal governance of the BCTF for the next 6 years. You'll be better off for it. Or not. I don't mind you or others making it easier for the party I support to get elected. I'd just rather not see kids and teachers hurt in the process.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:37 AM Ah! The "don't-hurt-kids" card, hey, when you have underfunded education for 12 years! WOW! That takes the cake! Are your trolling? Oh! You are serious? :) Would you be surprised if I don't follow your advice, considering your lack of logic? Would you be surprised if others don't follow your advice? It is ttue that bullies like you and your ilks love to show who is the boss, who is the teacher now! I suspect that is at the root of the problem! No one wants to fail in school! No one wants to get the strap! Sad that today's teachers don't like it too! But, who cares, we are ... teachers! We deserve it! BAH! BAH! BAH!Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:22 PM That's fine. I look forward to another 16 years of BC Liberal government.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:41 PM 16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate! Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan! Sociopaths do that!Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 9:35 AM "16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate!" 16 years of our opponents still don't understand why they lost. Like I said, that's fine with me. If I said the Liberals would be in power for at least another 13 years back in 2004 you probably would have laughed too. Heck, if I told you on May 13 last year that the BC Liberals would be reelected on May 14 you'd probably have laughed too. And you were wrong. Why is that? Answer that question if you want the NDP to win the next election. Without a correct answer to it, the NDP's cause is hopeless. "Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan!" You feel they are flawed, and that's fine. I don't go around calling people who disagree with me sociopaths, nor do I accuse them of being paid shills. But I also don't feel much need to address your ad hominems. There are logical arguments to support your position, but argumentum ad hominem is not one of them. It's a textbook logical fallacy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 1:15 PM Ah! Now I get it! It is all ego-based! You think because you voted the winning party that you are a winner and we are losers! You think because you predicted that the Liberals would win, you are winner. That does not make YOU a winner or the Liberals! It is called DEMOGRAPHICS, you expletives. The baby boomers are getting old and because they have more assets and won't make a whole lot more for too long, they need to vote a govn't who is going to do just that! It is not rocket science! WOW! You think you are so superior when your party stole an election with 47% of the popular vote. That's not a majority and your party should not have been elected. BTW, did you delete from your ethical memory the words Ethnic voting scandal? The field is slanted and you know it. However, you are so willing to minimize, forget the scams and bad fairplay tactics like a sociopath is allowed to minimize or ignore his or victims emotions that you don't see that you are the loser, we are the victim of your constant bullying. 1% wage increases after years of 0% increases and you can justify that when Yahoo reports that the average Canadian can hope to get 2.5% this and next year: https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html You Liberals behave like fascists, but we can't call you that because that's not allowed! Well! Guess what? It is and you are. Live with it! You keep on dreaming you are a genius! :) I am retired, getting soon a nice pension, and laughing at you from a beach somewhere! AHAHA! Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 2:14 PM What's with the name calling Peter? For someone claiming to be retired you really don't show the wisdom of age. For someone who talks about logic, you use logical fallacies like ad hominems a lot too. It's a fair point that the BC Liberals didn't get a majority of the vote (and I'm a very big supporter of electoral reform). The BC Liberals + Conservatives did though, and I don't think it's realistic to expect the BC Conservatives to have been more generous had they been part of government. Last time I checked I just voted. I didn't "victimize" anyone. Perhaps your rage is misplaced. If you think the election was "stolen" I'm afraid I have to question your grasp on reality though. "Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?" I'm glad you'll have a pleasant retirement Peter. I have no ill will towards you. I'm not sure why you think I do. I'm not saying people were *right* to vote BC Liberal. That's a matter of opinion. All I'm saying is people *did* vote BC Liberal. More voted BC Liberal than BC NDP for the last 5 elections in a row actually. You need to understand why that happened in order to change it for the next election. Clearly you're not interested in that though. Which is fair enough. Just remember next time you're upset about something the BC Liberals do that your lack of interest is part of why the BC Liberals get elected at all.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 3:23 PM I love your culture --or the lack of thereof! Guess what, stop thinking averybody is white and must follow your little rules. Namecalling? Sociopath? Whaaaat? And, what if you are? Still can't call you that? :) You fascist right-wingers are big on censorship! I just don't like you giving us lessons on how to get the NDP in. As stated, people are voting right of the NDP because it is a matter of demographics and a little ethnic vote buying on the side. The rest is mumbo jombo. Yes, of course, they will have to go on strike in the future and yes they will have to build a strike fund. The Liberals stole that from the BCTF too! And, you wonder why I don't have any respect for them? Yes, electoral reform is needed! We agree!Delete Reply JJ GeorgeSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:46 AM As a parent, I support the teachers and respect whether they choose to vote yes or no. However I noticed a discrepancy here from other information I've read regarding prep time for elementary teachers. Here it states minimal improvement to prep time - only 10 minutes per week being added. Elsewhere I read that it is 100 minutes per week for prep, increasing by an additional 10 minutes in the final year. That is a significant difference, and worth noting. Or have I completely misunderstood?ReplyDelete Replies Anne-MarieSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:59 AM Elementary teachers currently have 90 minutes of preparation time per week so an increase to 100 minutes per week is only gaining 10 minutes. In other provinces and some private schools they have as much as 45 minutes of prep time per day.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:56 PM Thank you for inquiring!Delete DW ZSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:57 PM You're right JJ George. There is a significant difference around the province regarding preparation times. In my district elementary teachers currently get 100 minutes of prep time. This new proposal is useless to me. I'll have to wait 6 years to gain an extra 10 minutes. Delete Reply UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:11 AM Almost nobody gets cost of living adjustments. Also inflation is NOT 2%. Do some research and look at the CPI for BC over the last 24 months. The average over the last 2 years is 0.7%, not 2%. The CPI changes every month so you cant just look at the highest month and declare that THE inflation rate. Check out the 12 month averages document for the actual numbers. http://www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/StatisticsBySubject/Economy/ConsumerPriceIndex.aspx All that being said I support the teachers. if you think this is a bad deal as a parent my dream would be for the teachers to vote no but continue bargaining because I do think the kids need to be in school and I do fear that the teachers will lose all support if the strike continues. All I ask as a parent is that you do your own research and try not to be swayed by all the opinions. ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:01 AM Inflation for August was 2.1% (http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/economy/cpi-report-expected-to-reveal-rise-in-canadas-core-inflation-rate/article20593943/). The CPI is a year-over-year calculation.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:43 AM Inflation should be looked at as a yearly average, not an individual month.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:34 PM The lawyers do not believe we have compromised our court deal. Our leadership would not have sold us out. We dodged a bullet. The Premier had something loaded even if we are not sure what it was. The idea that we could simply return to work is not guaranteed. I think a no vote could easily lead to the Liberals locking us out again because the Premier wants to crush us and she will use any excuse. She did not want to take the advice of her people and do this deal. I am certain a plan for drastic action (where we have to take the concessions they had planned) or worse - was in place. We can't guarantee the press will do any better job explaining the complexities should we say no. They rarely sided with us in markets outside of Vancouver where people are more political and they often misled or allowed others to mislead. They are not helping and would sensationalize. This would see dissolution of support very quickly - especially if we asked for wages. (Though admittedly it angers me that we can't ask for wages without being accused of being greedy when that is what most bargaining units do). But we have argued this is about kids and while this is not ideal - it is better to have teachers than not. The deal does suck in that it does not bring us to par - but this fight needs to be won with a strategy that is political and capacity will do that in another round. We have some support - but it is limited to the choir. We need to have the pews too. We need to build that capacity while working and continue to find allies because the fight is bigger than most people want to consider. This is about ideology and about privatization. Education always was political but never more so than now and we have to fight this party or the conservatives who would do the same or worse. No teacher who is responsible can ignore the politics any longer. That is simply the truth. If you work in the system you better get informed and you better be prepared to fight until retirement for the system. That said, I want to ask the same question others are asking: Why is this the job of 42,000 teachers and not the job of all citizens who want equality to fight for this right? It is time (while the conversation is still on-going and up to and including election night) for us to guide the public where we can but mainly play our part by not propping the system up. Make poverty known. Make noise about shortfalls, ask questions (in the media or in board offices ) about who is going to fix it instead of paying ourselves, volunteer some but wait for the pubic to step up so they see what schools lack. I hate the deal too. But I trust Vince Ready and Iker and I don't think we could have done better right now. I think we dodged a bullet because I have read everything this government has put out and followed the trail. They plan to privatize and they are just looking for the route. Voting YES for now does not mean we are giving up. It does not mean a win in the way we wanted but we have won a battle that will lead to us winning the war. If we don't rest up and stock up we might not get there.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:57 PM Well, if it is bigger than just this battle, then we will need ALL the unions to strike if they do indeed use drastic (draconian) measures. I say it is time for ALL of the unions to call a general strike. I guarantee that they will not like that one bit. What will they do then? Call the army? :) People in Europe, at the end of the 19th century stood up in mines. General strikes do occur in Europe and have. If you think you had it tough, think of them who stood tall for US in tougher times and conditions. Make sacrifices. Sell furniture. Tutor on the side. Ask for the BCTF money. Ask your banker to help. As friends and relatives. If we say NO, it won't last long. If they legislate us back, let's call a general province-wide strike of all unions. Delete Reply Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:47 AM Between CC's smug smile as she celebrates slaughtered teachers and Jim Iker's goofy grin - seemingly unaware that he has been a willing puppet, I am thoroughly disgusted. Over the next 5 years, teachers will be in an increasingly bad situation financially, classrooms will continue to be too large and complex with increasing medical, social and environmental issues impacting academic delivery. It could not be less obvious that things will continue to worsen. The Liberals have ensured that BC is rapidly becoming the Canadian Monaco for rich off shore interests and wealthy corporations. Soon the underpaid "workers" will have to be bussed in daily to Vancouver - Asian style. The only recourse is to move to just about any other province and bring in up to $100,000 more over the six years with much less cost of living. So we are bailing, encouraged by friends who have gotten positions in Manitoba and Alberta. My colleagues and I discovered through contacting several school boards across Canada that specialist (special needs and behavioural) and secondary science teachers are in particular demand. I want to work in a professional, respectful environment where the needs of all children are considered a priority and where I feel inspired to do my best. However, I want my vote to reflect the wishes of teachers who will be here over the next 6 (5) years, so very much appreciate your blog and opportunity to read the comments.ReplyDelete Bert SlaterSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:11 AM To vote YES will throw away 12 years of effort, and 2 victories in BC Supreme Court. To vote YES will be to snatch defeat from the jaws of victory. If you vote YES what bargaining power do you think you will have - the government will do nothing, and then what do you think you will do - take job action? PLEASE VOTE NO.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:59 PM Time to show you have a spine!Delete Reply RodSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:06 AM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Cool HandSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 AM Wouldn't a 'No' vote be a vote of no confidence in the BCTF itself?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:02 AM Not at all. It is just a message to the leadership we need to do better. The strength of the union is the members, and we support the leadership by giving them direction through democratic means.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:40 PM I disagree. How else can a recommendation by the EC to vote yes be interpreted? Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:00 PM I am sure people will interpret this both ways, but it is a vote. If it is supposed to be a "Yes", because it might be interpreted one way, then why bother having a vote?Delete Kate TSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:07 AM Yes , it would be. I don't think we could come out much better than this with this government. How will a No obtain that? Christy will be happy, she can declare the BCTF gone and roll out her plan to privatize. Delete Reply David DeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:06 AM A no vote would be a rejection of a the court victories defied by the government and an inadequate deal containing some vague promises that won't meet the needs of teachers or students on class size and other important issues.In Ontario elementary teachers get 200 minutes of prep time per 5 day cycle. I know there is financial hardship, but the union has received close to $2 million in donations from other unions; is there no way of accessing hardship funds? At minimum, vote no and return to work on work to rule with various strike options.ReplyDelete Erica JonesSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:25 AM This article actually makes me so mad. It is NOT better for the kids that they have missed almost all of june and all of september. This is what you signed up for in BC as a teacher. Get on board or GET OUT.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:20 PM Is this really what teachers signed up for? At my high school, each class has about 30 kids, with an average of 17 kids per classroom with an identified learning disability. Our district says that there should be no more than 4 kids per classroom.. How do you expect non-specialist teachers to help each student when over half of them require more resources because of a learning disability? Furthermore, are you generalizing the "better-ness" to all the kids in BC? Because I don't think that it would be better if kids went back considering the learning environment isn't up to par. There are barely any Education Assistants, and support teachers for the multitude of children who need them. While I recognize and appreciate your enthusiasm for education, please realize that the public school system isn't a daycare. Also, please think about your words and the learning environment prior to speaking out. By the way, we're not an autocracy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:08 PM I can understand your frustration! Understand mine! I almost died at 7:30 pm one night returning from teaching a FI split class with several students who did not get enough support or no support at all. The principal expressed to me that he expected me to teach 2 different social studies programs and 2 different science programs. ANYONE I talked to knows that this is impossible to do, especially in French Immersion when kids get no support at home and books are often too hard for students to read. I had to quit my job. I did it for me and did it for the kids. I was like a surgeon who is asked to operate on 5 patients with an old scalpel with 2 inexperienced nurses. Predictably, 4 patients would die and I would be reprimanded! Teachers are put in terrible conditions and kids too. I hope you have the openmind to consider the reality of this honest personal anecdote. I also wish you to understand that this is likely not an isolated incident. What will it take? A kid to commit suicide because he or she is not getitng enough support?Delete Reply hilarySeptember 17, 2014 at 10:29 AM It is incorrect to equate lost funding with what the teachers would have received in grievances. The two are not equivalent. The starting position of the BCTF was $225M, so they never expected $3B to resolve grievances. I'm also interested to know where you get your figures on overcrowded classrooms. A recent Globe and Mail article says that classrooms are, on average, smaller than the caps set in 2002.ReplyDelete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:36 AM The signing bonus should be roughly $2500 each: 105 million divided by 41 thousand.ReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:53 AM It is not that simple. The $105 million is to be allocated by the union. The term "signing bonus" has been crossed off on the signed document. Some of that money may be used to pay union debts. Don't know this but clarification would be useful.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:16 PM Just quoting from the CBC news website, "And finally there are details of $105-million fund to settle grievances stemming from the ongoing court case. The BCTF says that money will be given out as a signing bonus, with specific amount yet to be determined."Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:34 AM I think it would be smart to put at least part of it into your strike fund.Delete Reply WheelsSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:55 AM If the money is used as a signing bonus, it should be based on FTEReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:12 PM Yes I am sure it will be based on FTE. The question is how much of the $105 Million is actually distributed. This is up to the union, and I am told that it is yet to be decided.Delete GuruSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:44 PM And don't forget all the retired teachers who are entitled to a share of it.Delete Reply Geoff OrmeSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:18 PM In another discussion of this someone suggested that under BC Labour Law a no vote means rejection of the proposed deal, and that means the strike continues until either: - the union in question elects to stand down - another tentative deal is presented or - the government imposes a legislated contract. I think the last of these is the most likely, and I believe the legislated contract would be draconian and brutal. What do you think, Tara? Also, I would appreciate your thoughts on Sandy Garossino's comments at https://storify.com/Garossino/should-teachers-accept-the-contractReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:14 PM If this is so, in a few month (likely a couple of years), teachers will win so much more with a Supreme Court judgment! It is possible that the Liberals know that the higher courts are stacked by Liberal judges (that is what happen when judges are chosen, not elected). In any case, a negative settlement (or not a great judgment) will galvinize the public to reform the way the Supreme court judges are being chosen. I doubt that any govn't will want that to happen. A legislated contract will make the LIbs look like sociopaths and dictators.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:47 PM Peter I think you are expecting far too much from the public, many of whom are only paying attention to this matter due to kids being home from school. The public are not remotely this savvy on the political process.Delete Reply IslanderSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:09 PM I am a continuing education teacher. We have it even worse and we are not listened to enough about our poor conditions. Those include no prep time (and we do have to mark and do report cards many times a year sometimes and commonly for 30 students in a class), travelling to different schools with no compensation, and having next to no breaks in between 3 hour classes. I worked for two years with no lunch break and taught 6 hours straight (just 15 min. breaks) to be told, "don't complain since there are others who will do it". We then got 15 min. breaks in between classes. Most of our students are wealthy immigrants, many who try to stay in classes as long as possible since the classes are free. After spending a year in Germany, I realize how better organized it is where the immigrants pay to learn the language on a sliding scale, and have to pay for a student book as well for each class. We do not even have text books, but photocopy so much at tax payers' expense. This is not right. I then teach summer school since we were not on a 12 month continual salary and most of those students are also immigrants (at least 75%). This is also free and it is becoming so common and the new immigrants know this is free babysitting and tutoring. I think one main problem is that we have so many new immigrants in our classes who need ESL like this article states about our inclusion style of education nowadays: http://www.vancouversun.com/life/Shelley+Fralic+trouble+with+schools/10203596/story.html I am honored to be teaching and like my job, but it does get exhausting especially since I need two or three jobs to pay the mortgage that I now no longer have.. back to renting since it all I can afford in this city that has become so expensive. And many don't realize that it is very very difficult to get to full time work as a teacher here. There was a formula that made it take about 10 years to get to f/t (now finally changed). I have been without pay for 3 months, and now had to finally rent a place in anticipation of returning to work, so I have to vote "yes", but please keep the comments coming for what alternatives we have. Maybe we have to just educate the public in a better way than picketing; maybe get out and walk around malls and talk to people and hand out pamphlets on how this liberal government is hurting this. Most Asians (probably just the new who are from such a different system) are already against the teachers since they do not seem to understand what is going on. http://www.vancouversun.com/Business/asia-pacific/Chuck+Chiang+Many+Asian+families+place+blame/10202757/story.htmlReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:17 PM First of all, myn thoughts are with you! I think your ideas about using different strategies is smart. Picketing is not a very good strategy to let people know about things. I think using the membership to flood media comment sections would be more effective. Going to talk to the public might be a good idea along with this, I think. Phone the BCTF and ask for support.Delete Reply Marsha HolleySeptember 17, 2014 at 1:36 PM A teachers wife Vote no you have come to far to back down. It is a -----Y DEAL. ReplyDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:45 PM Ask yourself WHY teachers cannot get 1/2 of the average increase in salary of the private sector? (The Libs will tell you because there are sooooooo many teachers, but I also hear that there are provinces where there is a need for teachers!) TORONTO - A new study says that Canadians, on average, can expect about the same size salary increase next year as in 2014. Human resources consultants Pal Benefits says a survey of 401 organizations, mainly in Ontario, Alberta and British Columbia, projected salary increase for 2015 at an average of 2.79 per cent. That was almost unchanged from the 2.74 per cent average increase projected in last year's survey. Meanwhile, in addition to the average salary increase remaining relatively steady year over year, the survey found that the percentage of employers who plan to freeze salaries appears to have stabilized at eight per cent —in the same percentages as was projected in 2014. Breaking down the numbers further, the survey found the average salary increase anticipated in the engineering, financial services and high technology sectors was three per cent. That compared with an average of 2.5 per cent on the low end for organizations in durable manufacturing. https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.htmlReplyDelete "Mama Rose"September 17, 2014 at 9:12 PM I used to agree with you, Tara, and appreciate you bringing these items to your blog to get us all thinking. But after a very long night and day of research and discussion, I realize I will be voting yes tomorrow. Here is why: I don't care about salary or benefit increases. That is not why I went on strike. I don't care if this tentative deal is not good for teachers. That's not why I went on strike either. For me, the single most important issue is class size and composition. I want to work in a classroom where I have enough time and resources available to me to adequately help all the students I teach. And while it is true that this tentative deal will not change anything in the classrooms right now (or at least most of our classrooms), I realized that we couldn't actually make changes in that area because the issues of cs and c is before the courts. When I made that connection and realized that this round of bargaining was really about a "good enough" agreement regarding wages, then the deal seems, well... good enough. BUT, the best part, is the language the BCTF legal team made around the furture court decision (the re-opener). They have it in writing that if we win the court case (which is likely) and when we have to start bargaining class size and comp again (that is exactly what Justice Susan Griffin said we would have to do) we will be STARTING from the 2002 levels. To make this simple to understand, I explained it to my friends using a number line. With this new language, the BCTF starts the next round of bargaining at say a 50. The government will want us to go to 10 or 15, and we'll compromise and end up maybe 25. But WITHOUT that language, we would have started bargaining at a 10 and only gone down from there. So I do believe it is the best deal possible, it still factors in the biggest issue (from my perspective), we do not lose the important gains of the past, and most importantly, everyone gets to go back to school.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 PM Mam Rose, I appreciate your point of view and your courage. However, let me point out to you and the readers that a decision at the BC supreme court might not turn out the way teachers anticipate. We all know that judges are appointed and who does the appointing? "All justices of the BCSC (including the position of Chief Justice and Associate Chief Justice) are appointed by the federal cabinet, on recommendation of the Minister of Justice. Masters are appointed by the provincial cabinet, on recommendation of the Attorney General in consultation with the Chief Justice." (Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Supreme_Court_of_British_Columbia) Now, I would like to think that all of those people are objective, but they are appointed and we know that there are political appointments. They have a lot of discretion over the laws and judgments. I am willing to bet that the BC Liberals do know this and are betitng the farm (or do they know something we don't know) that the Supreme Courts are stacked against teachers? So, I am not sure if we can count on a WIN if we proceed with the court ruling. I think we would be better to negotiate and negotiate a better deal.Delete Reply retaSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:57 AM Yes...no...yes...no...The last two days have been this. I’ve read so many articles and comments over the past few months and, I can say, I have learned a lot. I know this is not a great deal for teachers right now. I will be voting yes. This is why… 1. The children. Without going into the multiple issues (e.g., grad, post secondary, trades, sports, global education/trips, planned activities, those with varying degrees of special needs, those that need a soft place to land, etc., etc.) the children need to get on with their education. 2. The parents. For many parents, this strike is a financial burden. We do not like to be called baby sitters, but for many living below the poverty line, school is a financial relief. Winter is coming; gas bills will be expensive. 3. Poverty. Remember, BC has the highest child poverty rate in Canada. Schools feed and clothe numerous children. 4. The other systems educators work collaboratively with. MFCD, CYMH, foster parents, group homes, and the multitude of non-profit agencies that support vulnerable children and families are bursting at the seams. We are a part of that team. 5. CUPE. While some have been paid during this strike, that money is coming from districts. It was not provided by the government. And, CUPE is a partner in education - from the bus drivers to the tech dept to custodians to secretaries to EAs and so on. 6. Small Businesses. In our little towns, the school district is the number one employer. There is a direct cause-effect relationship between loss of wage and loss of business. 7. Money. The amount of money that is needed to reverse the erosion of the public education system over numerous years cannot be recouped in one sitting. This agreement is a start. It’s not much but the stage has been set. 8. THE COURT CASE. That is why we were on strike. All the other stuff could have been resolved months ago, but our government was working hard to make the court case go away. Well, it still exists. I consider that the victory. We live to fight another day (as rhetorical as that sounds) AND I hope people actually read the ruling and think critically about how a loss could impact the future of the Charter of Rights, and the power of government to contravene those rights. I am guessing we will vote to ratify as so many fear “what’s next?” from this government. It’s nasty business, and I think legislation would be next. VALUING PUBLIC EDUCATION needs to come from a STRONG, CONSISTENT public voice. If we do ratify the agreement, and those in the profession and public think we've given up, we have not. We’ve been fighting for years. We just haven’t been heard… until now. ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:21 AM I understand your point of view, but sometimes you have to fight to get what you want. This is a VERY bad deal, considering: Other people get on average 2.5% salary increases last year and this year and the next and the rest of us get 1% and must feel happy if we do.? (https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html) THIS DEAL is a horrendously BAD deal for kids/parents as well, of course. We are going to continue to be humiliated and be the laughing stock of many people of this province. After a decade of paycuts, WOW, this is what they are willing to offer! WOW! WOW! WOW!Delete Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:30 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Reply Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:37 PM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:08 PM Let's cross our fingers! I think we need a general strike by all unions if CC legislates teachers back. It is time to put the foot down and tell her and the Liberals that, as in the movie Network,"I am mad as hell and I won't take it anymore!"Delete Reply Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 8:26 PM Needs help on some stats for an online debate Looking for the last 10 or 15 years of contractual salary increases in %. So, 1% for 2001, 0% for 2002,...ReplyDelete Children FirstSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:00 PM Well it's all done now. Really hope the teacher's can find another angle to deal with class size and composition as well as student funding. The government will make sure the coming court case never swings your way no matter what. 2nd most expensive place to live in the the world!!! Wonder why and where the money goes??? ReplyDelete AnonSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 PM I'm an outsider, but have followed closely this whole fiasco and this is a RAW deal. Your union hung you out to dry on this one - taking a really bad deal (clearly no one from the BCTF had rudimentary math skills in their toolbox) and then publicly encouraging to the media that teachers accept the deal....what choice did you have - a no vote would have outraged the public. I could go on and on, but the bottom line, in my opinion, is that your union better get some stronger leaders who are PR and technology savvy. Out with Iker and the rest of those who bargained on your behalf - they just got ......well , we know that happened. Whew, can't even believe how screwed you got, absolutely amazing - nothing meaningful gained in the big picture and only very minor gains for a small group of people, bigger losses for the majority.. Wow - I better stop now. Best of luck. Thanks for all you do for our children. ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ▼  September (9) Reflections on the BC Teacher Strike BC Teacher strike - Lessons learned Response to Sandy Garossino Will the Education Fund improve classroom conditio... Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Class composition: a human rights perspective Class size and composition - a short visual histor... Guest post - I WILL HOLD THE LINE Teachers - let your leadership know it is time to ... ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/11/attacks-on-public-education-are.html?showComment0751351909218416,Staffroom Confidential: Attacks on public education are working...where is the NDP? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Thursday, November 1, 2012 Attacks on public education are working...where is the NDP? The news this week that BC parents are increasingly turning to private schools was not surprising. For two decades, teachers and trustees have been raising the alarm over the impact of funding cuts to our public schools. Parents notice too, and if they can afford it, they go elsewhere. One of the biggest differences in private and public schools is class size. Whereas most private schools have classes in the 10 - 15 range for primary and the 15-20 range for secondary, BC public schools now have no class size limits whatsoever above grade 3 and class sizes are often 20 - 24 in primary and 28 - 30 and even larger in secondary. This week a group of students put a video online lamenting their class of 50 and how the only way to reach their teacher was via Facebook (http://youtu.be/k0JBv9n5Wyc). It is one of the single biggest differentiating factors between the two systems, and almost always a selling point for private schools. The BC Liberals began the steady  increase in public school class sizes in 2002 when they unilaterally eliminated class size limits from teacher contracts. For a decade since, teachers have been out protesting and striking to try and regain those limits. Sadly, it now appears that the NDP has no intention to reverse this trend if elected. In an interview with the Globe & Mail, Dix said he is concerned about class composition (the number of students with special needs in a class), but not class size. (http://m.theglobeandmail.com/news/british-columbia/dix-firm-on-where-education-dollars-should-flow/article4617274/?service=mobile). When I raised this point at a recent Victoria Labour Council meeting with MLA Maureen Karagianis, she replied that we shouldn't listen to the right wing media, they get it wrong. Not a very convincing argument without a public statement from Dix. Evidently he has no issue with the Globe's reporting or we would have heard otherwise. A few short days later, Dix chose to weigh in on private school funding. Currently private schools receive 50% of public school funding amounts per child. Evidently an NDP government would make no change to this (http://www.vancouversun.com/news/metro/backs+public+funding+independent+schools/7472681/story.html). So is it any wonder that private schools have waitlists? Public schools are underfunded, with large and unmanageable class sizes, and neither party wants to do anything about it. Some of my friends in the NDP say it is ok, the NDP is just being quiet before the election so they can win and we can't expect much anyway. I find this hard to swallow. First, parties win on a mandate, and if you don't state what your values are and what you want to achieve before the election, it becomes impossible to make change by stealth afterwards. (remember the HST). Second, I think the NDP is completely missing the boat on this one. Even the BC School Trustees Association, hardly a radical left wing group, says public funding should go to public schools, not private schools. I believe there is plenty of public support to redirect funding to the public system and to substantially increase funding to schools. After all, even the Fraser Institute acknowledges that 9 in 10 students are still attending public schools. So for that 90% of parental voters, it is just plain old self interest to want all of that public funding going into public schools. But even for those without students currently in the school system, the rise of inequality and the loss of a middle income standard of living is intimately linked to the ability to rely on a strong social safety net. As Justin Trudeau pointed out this week in the Toronto Star (http://www.thestar.com/opinion/editorialopinion/article/1280029--canadian-middle-class-left-out-of-the-growth-equation), key to combating inequality is the "need for a stable social safety net, essential to the middle class’s standard of living and economic security".Free, quality public education is a critical component of that safety net. Funding private schools with public money and refusing to address class sizes in the public system will lead to a further decline in our public system and drive more parents (who can afford it) into the private one. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 12:04 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 7 comments: janfromthebruceNovember 1, 2012 at 5:18 PM I think that no NDP govt should be providing public funds to private schools - that's why they are private! Personally, by providing this money gives a leg up to "private school" to do better than public school. Let's hope that when the NDP wins, it does a "education funding review".ReplyDelete AnonymousNovember 1, 2012 at 10:04 PM Why vote for the NDP? They're not going to change much of anything so what will the difference be? I've always supported the NDP but won't now. Unfortunately there are no options so we'll be stuck with one of them and continue to watch the demise of our province. ReplyDelete K. WalkerNovember 2, 2012 at 6:02 PM Anyone who thinks teachers would be better off under the Liberals, after ten years of watching these scoundrels tear up collective bargaining and impose draconian legislation, is delusional, quite frankly. The NDP debated vociferously against Bill 22. I admit that they have been silent lately on educational issues and I would rather they spoke more specifically about what they will do, but honestly: Christy Clark or Adrian Dix? Whaddya think?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeNovember 2, 2012 at 7:20 PM I don't think any party could be worse than the Bc liberals, but that doesn't mean the ndp can or should support private school funding and ignore class size. I expect a social democratic party to take positions in line with the support and protection of public services, including public education.Delete Reply jimNovember 3, 2012 at 6:57 AM I would like to see the Abbotsford School District try to handle `the immediate influx of 3,000 students if the provincial government removed funding from independent schools. Methinks that it may stretch their budget in capital costs for one.ReplyDelete Eric SlaydenFebruary 8, 2013 at 2:01 PM It seems this NDP just made a worse mistake than our government as far as the education sector is concerned. Putting public funds on private schools? Now that's a not-so-smart move right there.ReplyDelete Joseph PittockMarch 20, 2013 at 1:28 PM This is probably a problem that all nations share. I just can't figure it out why other projects are allotted with the right amount of budget but when it comes to education it is always lacking. It's easy to forecast the number of incoming students but I don't see why the funds are always insufficient.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ▼  November (6) Technology in school? How much is too much Corporate advertising in public schools Thoughts on parent advocacy and the Moore decision... Technology in a 21st Century Learning Inc world The slow death of special education Attacks on public education are working...where is... ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8750,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, Number 5, April 2004 BCTF advice: Don’t make provincial marking part of your assignment The ministry has announced that teachers will mark the long-answer portions of the new Grade 10 and 11 provincial exams for language arts and social studies as part of their regular duties. This year This June, the ministry is field-testing the new Grade 10 exams. Although all students currently enrolled in an English 10, a Science 10, or a Mathematics 10 course are required to write the exams, the ministry will mark only 10–15% of the English exams. This year, it is up to schools whether the field-test marks are used as part of the students’ marks. Teachers who decide to use the field-test exam marks as part of students’ marks, must mark the exams before they send them to the ministry. However, teachers would be ill-advised to use the field-test marks given the draft status of the exams. The Federation is advising members not to mark any FSA tests or provincial exams locally this spring and not to use the results of the Grade 10 and 11 field-test provincial exams as part of student marks. Subsequent years The new language arts and social studies exams have some questions that will be scored electronically, but the long answers (40%) will be marked locally by teachers. Starting in January 2005, teachers will be required to mark their students’ long answers immediately after the tests are written and to submit the marks to the ministry as part of their regular teaching duties. The ministry will provide materials, scoring guides, and training and will monitor marking by sampling 10–15% of schools and re-marking the papers in the summer. Having teachers mark the long-answer parts of the exams will solve two significant problems for the ministry: cost and results turnaround time. Currently, FSA tests and provincial exams are marked provincially by teachers who are paid for that work above and beyond their teaching salaries. If the ministry is able to get teachers to mark Grade 10 and 11 provincial exams as part of their regular teaching duties, there is nothing stopping the ministry from requiring teachers to mark FSA and Grade 12 exams as part of their regular teaching duties as well. The matter is therefore of urgent concern to many teachers in addition to the language arts and social studies teachers immediately affected. The Federation is encouraging teachers to express their concerns about this addition to teachers’ duties to the minister and ministry staff, with copies to their locals and to the appropriate PSA. Tom Christensen, Ministry of Education, PO Box 9045, Stn Prov Govt Victoria, BC V8W 9E2, 250-387-1977, f: 250-387-3200, minister.educ@gems7.gov.bc.ca Britta Gundersen-Bryden Ministry of Education, PO Box 9045, Stn Prov Govt Victoria, BC V8W 9E2, 250-356-7690, f: 250-387-3682, Britta.GundersenBryden@gems2.gov.bc.ca Ellen Ellis, president, B.C. Social Studies Teachers’ Association, f: 604-871-2286, psac59@bctf.ca or mail c/o Anita Chapman at the BCTF, 100–550 West 6th Avenue, Vancouver, BC V5Z 4P2. June James, president, B.C. Teachers of English Language Arts, f: 604-871-2286, psac46@bctf.ca or mail c/o Anita Chapman at the BCTF, 100–550 West 6th Avenue, Vancouver, BC V5Z 4P2. Exam questions used to sort students The BCTF received a couple of inquiries last fall about why cancer as a topic is no longer included in the table of specifications for the Biology 12 exam. Had the curriculum been revised? No, the curriculum has not been revised. There will still be prescribed learning outcomes on cancer that teachers have to teach and assess. But the topic will no longer appear on the provincial exam. The reason, according to a ministry staffperson, is that "statistics on this item were beginning to demonstrate that all students knew what to expect and did well on the item(s)." In other words, students know what they are supposed to learn, they learn it, and they successfully demonstrate their learning. Surely that is good news. But apparently not from the ministry’s point of view. The ministry staffperson went on to say, "We believe that items...are better selected from areas that still allow for items with acceptable discriminatory value." We take two messages from this: The provincial exams are more about sorting students than assessing their learning in relation to the whole curriculum, and if you teach an area to mastery and succeed, it will come off the exam. – Anita Chapman Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140925,www.familiesfundingteachers.ca,http://www.familiesfundingteachers.ca/wp-includes/SimplePie/Content/Type/?C=N;O=A,Index of /wp-includes/SimplePie/Content/Type Index of /wp-includes/SimplePie/Content/Type Name Last modified Size Description Parent Directory   -   Sniffer.php 29-Aug-2014 12:50 7.9K   Apache/2.2.22 (Debian) Server at www.familiesfundingteachers.ca Port 80)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=29519&printPage=true,BCTF News Releases  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2013 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  March 19, 2013 Teachers call for clear conflict-of-interest regulations for school district officials Worried about increasing encroachment of private interests in public education, delegates at the Annual General Meeting of the BC Teachers’ Federation have voted to call on the provincial government to establish conflict-of-interest regulations governing school district dealings with corporations. “Private businesses are seeking to profit from public education, and using increasingly sophisticated and aggressive schemes to market technology, textbooks, learning resources and many other products,” said Susan Lambert, president of the BCTF. “It’s high time we had consistent and clear guidelines to protect the public interest.” After more than a decade of chronic underfunding, schools, parents, and teachers face mounting pressure to raise funds through private means to meet the needs of students across the province. Delegates therefore voted to have the BCTF gather information on the extent of funding coming from corporate sponsorships and donations, Parent Advisory Committee fundraising, and teachers’ personal donations. “We believe it’s vitally important for British Columbians to understand the extent to which parents and teachers are subsidizing the public education system, and how hard individuals are working to bridge the gap between the needs in schools and the funding provided by government,” Lambert said. “Our study will document that.” In an emotional farewell, BCTF past-president Irene Lanzinger, now secretary-treasurer of the BC Federation of Labour, paid tribute to Susan Lambert. “Susan is motivated by her deep commitment to teachers and to public education,” Lanzinger said. “Her union activism is fundamentally grounded in her social justice activism. She works on building a better world through her work as a teacher and her work in the union.” And, Lanzinger added, “she’s a heck of a lot of fun. She knows how to laugh with others and at herself.” Joining table officers Jim Iker, Glen Hansman and Teri Mooring on the Executive Committee are members at large: David Komljenovic of Kamloops, Teresa Grandinetti of Coquitlam, Gail Chaddock-Costello of Langley, Paul Steer of Delta,  Mike Ball of Nanaimo, Joanna Larson of Prince Rupert and Janine Fraser of Boundary School District. -  30  - For more information, contact Nancy Knickerbocker, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell).)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=32101,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > March 2014 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 26, Number 5, March 2014   Your tweets: First victory, then the appeal  #bced #bcedchat Erin Wilkins ‏@teachwilkins Jan 27 Does that say BCTF & VICTORY in the same sentence??!! #finally #bctf #sd78 #goteachers http://globalnews.ca/news/1110250/bctf-scores-major-victory-on-class-size-and-composition/ … Allana Pryhitka ‏@AllanaPryhitka Yah! BCTF wins back working conditions. Hollow victory? Perhaps. But validates last 12 years of crazy overworked, exhausting life. Mark Reid ‏@mmgreid Court ruling today in favour of @BCTF is incredible. I wonder what it will do for tchrs like me with 400 students. 2x that of my colleagues. Jeremy Reid ‏@MrReidWSS Are the actions of BC Liberal Gov't in trying to "Goad" @bctf into a strike in 2012 tantamount to Bullying? @ERASEbullyingBC #erasebullying Robyn D.W. ‏@Obyn_ray Edu Minister Fassbender says court decision on BCTF “completely unaffordable for taxpayers” How much taxpayer $$ will appeal cost?? #bcpoli Kip Wood ‏@KipBWood She owes BC an apology for trying to push children, their families & our school system into chaos for political gain. bit.ly/1dofOjc Benula Larsen ‏@BenulaLarsen No $ for kids,govt appeals, spends more $$ so judge,3rd time, can confirm law was broken. Seriously? @bctf @gvta @glenhansman David Pasivirta ‏@Pasivirta @FassbenderMLA why do you say 'against' when talking about teachers interests.Our interests R the same, student success @bctf @pattibacchus   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2011/10/teachers-upset-with-bcpsea-allegations.html?showComment=1322191493355,Staffroom Confidential: Teachers upset with BCPSEA allegations and threats Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Thursday, October 27, 2011 Teachers upset with BCPSEA allegations and threats Teachers in Greater Victoria flooded the District email server today to tell Trustees the truth about teachers' working hours. They were upset at the suggestion by BCPSEA that teachers should be paying 15% of their salary back to Boards (via the union) because of our job action. Here are some excerpts from their letters: We'll, I've just spent my lunch hour running around like a 'chicken with it's head cut off' trying to prep. for my afternoon classes. This is a regular occurrence now that my prep. time is among the lowest in Canada and I have to do all my own photocopying and the other countless jobs in order to effectively present lessons for my students. Of course, marking and assessing my students' work usually has to wait until the evening when my daughter is asleep and I can have several hours to myself. I urge you to reconsider your position, speak out against this LRB application, and urge your local negotiating team to get back to the table and bargain in good faith. It is key that you have a clear understanding of the ongoing dedication of the work teachers are committed to inside and out of their classrooms....As far as reporting, as a special education teacher, I am currently writing 8-12 page IEP reports for each of my students, meeting with parents in 90 minute meetings and collaborating with staff on how best these students can be supported. Please pay attention and take positive action to support teachers, students and schools. It was with a great deal of sadness that I read about the total lack of respect exhibited by those that would seek to punish myself and my colleagues for attempting to follow a process that was, I assumed, a fundamental right. Like every teaching professional I have done my job in the classroom, which includes communicating with parents when they so desired, or when I was concerned about an individual student. After regular school hours, as the senior Drama teacher in the district, I put in countless hours in the presentation of productions, as do all other extra curricular teachers and coaches... What is wrong with this picture? I too work between 45 and 50 hours a week for little over four days a week pay. I have enough self respect to know I’m shamefully underpaid, but there are other considerations. No one yet has mentioned what this crushing need in our schools has done to our family members. Yesterday, I got a phone call from my husband. His mother is dying. He was scrambling to arrange a last minute flight back east so he could be there at the end. After school, instead of rushing home to make him a meal before rushing him out to the airport, I was in my classroom, talking with a boy who has escaped gang life. He wanted my advice on a budding romance between him and an older co-worker. He wanted to talk about his mother, who is dying. He needed to tell me about his father, who has cancer. His sister has special needs. I spent an hour with him, ignoring the huge stack of marking on my desk, the fact that at home I had a sick child, the fact that my husband had just learned he was about to lose his mother, and was present and patient with this kid, because this kid and every other kid in this province matter. This isn’t a game. It’s not some pathetic macho posturing on our part. Our job takes it out of our bones, and we do it because we care. Does anyone else? My husband ended up making supper. Again. This year has been a roller coaster, so far, to say the least. I was excited and enthusiastic to begin my classes and meet my new students, and this element of my job has not let me down in the slightest. I feel inspired and energized on a daily basis and sink my heart, soul and body into my students and their learning. I have corresponded with parents, sent home progress reports, worked with students before and after school as well as during my lunch hours. I am thrilled once again to be so involved with the young minds of our future and to be amongst fellow professionals. My colleagues and I continue to meet in our departments and on school based teams with the intention to provide the very best educational experiences for our students. On the flip side, is the absolutely devastating disrespect of our employer. We seem to be a throw away profession, attacked publicly, who do not garner even a modicum of positive support or respect from the Ministry of Education. It is heartbreaking that we invest 5 years of our lives and tens of thousands of dollars to become the very teachers who are so devalued in this province. On the heels of the countless hours of my own time that I spend marking, I am a senior level, secondary English teacher, and providing student support and activities, I learned yesterday that the government is seeking to reduce our pay by 15-20%. I was on my way to work at the time, and wanted nothing more than to turn around, go back home and issue my resignation...I am glad that I am not an easily defeated person, and arrived at work EARLY and in a positive mood to meet my students. I will NOT resign, but only strengthen my resolve to unite with my colleagues to make the changes desperately needed for our students of today and the future. I need you to support me and my colleagues. We are not doing less.... we are doing everything we are suppose to do and more. I started this email last night at 11pm when I was replying to student emails and communications to parents. I have made it very clear to all my parents and students that I am available to update, discuss and communicate any time that they want. I've told them I will call, evenings, weekends, what ever works for them. I have not shut down but rather freely open the doors to parental participation and support without hesitation. Perhaps this job action is the best possible situation for parental and teacher relations. I want to be that teacher parents know they can trust and rely on to help support their children. I work incredibly hard to make it so. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 4:47 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 8 comments: AnonymousOctober 27, 2011 at 8:39 PM Am I working 20% less? Let's see: I'm still at school by 7 (way before the admin). I'm still there after 5 each night (long after admin has gone). I'm still coming in on the weekend to prep and mark (with fellow teachers, no admin). I've emailed regular updates (once, twice, sometimes thrice a week) to my students' parents. Yet I read that teachers are supposedly neglecting parental communication? I have an email folder that I call "Job Security". It's jammed full of communications from parents thanking me for keeping them in the loop. It's there because I'm expecting some district data expert to question what I'm worth! George, please follow me for a day before you make ignorant claims.ReplyDelete Ian WenigerOctober 27, 2011 at 9:57 PM And don't get me started on a Teachers Council that ISN'T.ReplyDelete AnonymousOctober 28, 2011 at 7:07 AM 16%!? When the hell did that happen?ReplyDelete AnonymousOctober 28, 2011 at 8:05 PM I have worked full time and more since Sept - extra at home and weekends. However, because I am a teacher-librarian, my two schools couldn't find enough time to officially give me 1.0 fte. I therefore work the same hours as everyone else, but get .941 of full time pay. I used to do report cards (for 17 years). It took hours of extra time. Now I do hours of other jobs. Maybe MLAs should have their pay cut when they are not sitting in the legislature. That would make more sense.ReplyDelete AnonymousOctober 29, 2011 at 6:18 PM I worked as a teacher for over a decade in BC before recently moving to Alberta. I am disgusted and disheartened by this blantant union busting attempt. It is with complete ignorance about the teaching profession that someone would demand a paycut for job action by saying teachers are working less at this time. All of my teaching friends are following the same protocol we've followed for years - keeping parents well-informed about their children's progress via formal and informal meetings, phone calls, and newsletters or emails. Not once in my career did I ever have time to write my report cards at school during school hours. Like most teachers, all of my reports were done at home, long after the families, students, and government officials had called their day finished. My colleagues who are student support teachers or counsellors spend copious amounts of hours dealing with the school board issued broadband restrictions that limit accessibility to the BCECIS documentation process they are required to complete for each student on their caseload. Teachers take time out of every part of their day (and often their wallets as well) to make sure their students are successful, feeling loved, clothed and fed. We give up our time with our own families to coach, mentor, put on extra-curricular after hours activities such as concerts. We donate our time in support of parent-run fun events. We buy the cupcakes at school bake sales. Like myself, many teachers who move schools or communities stay in touch with their former students. I'm sure what this speaker MEANT to suggest was a 15% pay raise that reflects the actual out of classroom time and money spent by most teachers in preparation for, reporting of, and loving of their students. SHAME ON YOU.ReplyDelete AnonymousNovember 15, 2011 at 8:01 AM the damage inflicted upon us by the Liberals will not be repaired by the NDP. Jim Morrison: ....."this is the end" my friend.ReplyDelete AnonymousNovember 22, 2011 at 6:49 PM A former colleague in my district is now an MLA/cabinet minister and noted that his "new" job is a lot easier than teaching was. Interesting that his salary is now more than double that of the highest paid teachers in his former workplace.ReplyDelete AnonymousNovember 24, 2011 at 7:24 PM It disgusts me to think that people actually believe that rubbish. The amount of hours and time spent by teachers outside of the classroom is astounding. What angers me even more is that principals were once teachers too and they should know, and be able to pass on, how much time it takes to prepare lessons, mark, write report cards. They were in the same position as we are, yet their support diminishes during this time of negotiation. Our current government talks a lot of rhetoric when they say they value education and want to invest in our childrens' future. Quite frankly I don't see it. The only thing I see is that after each election the governing body decides it it is time to give themselves a raise. Maybe they should take a pay cut and put the money into the children's education instead.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ▼  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ▼  October (16) Abbott's plan: some thoughts... Teachers upset with BCPSEA allegations and threats... BCPSEA's hypocritical application to LRB over BC t... Occupy Education Builds Momentum The "transformation agenda" for BC education? - fo... Big brother and the Ministry of Education How to judge a School Board candidate - by their r... Solidarity and the 99% - Why teachers should suppo... Occupying Education Abbott's plan: Drastic changes with no consultatio... Guest post: Tobey Steeves on Bills 27/28 - a perso... BCPSEA - missing the point on local bargaining We are the 99 BC government proposal for class composition is "r... A little interlude... BC School Trustees consider a teacher lockout ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "Eid Mubarak to all those celebrating in BC!" @bcliberals - 06:52pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/contacts.cfm?page=presidents&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true,BCTF Contacts Home E-mail Lists Links A to Z Index Contact Us Help SITE SEARCH Quick Links BCTF formsBCTF NewsFrançaisLabour linksPensionsTeacher NewsmagazineTeaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Contact Us > Local Presidents Local Presidents and Contact Information Sorted by local number. Click here for sort by local name. *Sublocal       O: Office   OF: Office Fax 1 Fernie District Teachers' Association Christina Smith Box 10 Fernie, BC  V0B 1M0 O: 250-423-3333 OF: 250-423-6134 lp01@bctf.ca 2 Cranbrook District Teachers' Association Shelley Balfour 304-105 9th Avenue South Cranbrook, BC  V1C 2M1 O: 250-489-3717 OF: 250-489-3727 lp02@bctf.ca 3 Kimberley Teachers' Association Sally Struthers 201-144 Deer Park Avenue Kimberley, BC  V1A 2J4 O: 250-432-9729 OF: N/A lp03@bctf.ca 4 Windermere Teachers' Association Doug Murray Box 478 Invermere, BC  V0A 1K0 O: 250-341-5158 OF: N/A lp04@bctf.ca 7 Nelson District Teachers' Association Paul Boscariol PO Box 1012 Nelson, BC  V1L 6A5 O: 250-354-4142 OF: 250-354-1558 lp07@bctf.ca 10 Arrow Lakes Teachers' Association Ric Bardati Box 422 New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0 O: 250-265-7062 OF: N/A lp10@bctf.ca 17 Princeton District Teachers' Union Robert Tarswell Box 1019 Princeton, BC  V0X 1W0 O: 250-295-6684 OF: 250-295-6684 lp17@bctf.ca 18 Golden Teachers' Association Mike Archibald Box 430 Golden, BC  V0A 1H0 O: 250-344-5885 OF: 250-344-5890 lp18@bctf.ca 19 Revelstoke Teachers' Association Jennifer Wolney Box 72 Revelstoke, BC  V0E 2S0 O: 250-837-2255 OF: 250-837-2255 lp19@bctf.ca 20 Kootenay Columbia Teachers' Union Andy Davidoff 1657 Hwy 3A Castlegar, BC  V1N 4N5 O: 250-364-1740 OF: 250-364-1750 lp20@bctf.ca 22 Vernon Teachers' Association Heather Malcolm 4004 31st Street Vernon, BC  V1T 5J6 O: 250-542-0456 OF: 250-542-0564 lp22@bctf.ca 23 Central Okanagan Teachers' Association Susan Bauhart 210-1751 Harvey Avenue Kelowna, BC  V1Y 6G4 O: 250-860-3866 OF: 250-862-3024 lp23@bctf.ca 27 Cariboo-Chilcotin Teachers' Association Murray Helmer 124D North 2nd Avenue Williams Lake, BC  V2G 1Z6 O: 250-398-7221 OF: 250-398-5913 lp27@bctf.ca 28 Quesnel District Teachers' Association Lisa Kishkan Box 4643 Quesnel, BC  V2J 3J8 O: 250-992-3737 OF: 250-992-3638 lp28@bctf.ca 31 Nicola Valley Teachers' Union Peter Vogt Box 849 Merritt, BC  V1K 1B8 O: 250-378-5060 OF: 250-378-5060 lp31@bctf.ca 33 Chilliwack Teachers' Association Clint Johnston 203-45970 Airport Road Chilliwack, BC  V2P 1A2 O: 604-792-9233 OF: 604-792-9389 lp33@bctf.ca 34 Abbotsford District Teachers' Association Doug Smuland 2570 Cyril Street Abbotsford, BC  V2S 2G2 O: 604-854-1946 OF: 604-850-5100 lp34@bctf.ca 35 Langley Teachers' Association Gail Chaddock Costello 100-5786 Glover Road Langley, BC  V3A 4H9 O: 604-533-1618 OF: 604-533-1400 lp35@bctf.ca 36 Surrey Teachers' Association Jennifer Wadge 201-9030 King George Boulevard Surrey, BC  V3V 7Y3 O: 604-594-5353 OF: 604-594-5176 lp36@bctf.ca 37 Delta Teachers' Association Paul Steer 110-4977 Trenant St Delta, BC  V4K 2K5 O: 604-946-0391 OF: 604-946-1629 lp37@bctf.ca 38 Richmond Teachers' Association Al Klassen 210-7360 Westminster Hwy Richmond, BC  V6X 1A1 O: 604-278-2539 OF: 604-278-4320 lp38@bctf.ca 392 Vancouver Secondary Teachers' Association Debbie Pawluk 2915 Commercial Drive Vancouver, BC  V5N 4C8 O: 604-873-5570 OF: 604-873-3916 lp392@bctf.ca 391 Vancouver Elementary School Teachers' Association Dan Graves 2915 Commercial Dr Vancouver, BC  V5N 4C8 O: 604-873-8378 OF: 604-873-2652 lp391@bctf.ca 40 New Westminster Teachers' Union Grant Osborne 607 Columbia St New Westminster, BC  V3M 1A7 O: 604-526-8990 OF: 604-526-8912 lp40@bctf.ca 41 Burnaby Teachers' Association Rae Figursky 115-3993 Henning Drive Burnaby, BC  V5C 6P7 O: 604 294-8141 OF: 604 294-9846 lp41@bctf.ca 42 Maple Ridge Teachers' Association George Serra 11771 Fraser Street Maple Ridge, BC  V2X 6C6 O: 604-467-2111 OF: 604-467-0815 lp42@bctf.ca 43 Coquitlam Teachers' Association Charley King 208-2502 St. Johns Street Port Moody, BC  V3H 2B4 O: 604-936-9971 OF: 604-936-7515 lp43@bctf.ca 44 North Vancouver Teachers' Association Carolyn Pena 100 - 133 West 17th Street North Vancouver, BC  V7M 1V5 O: 604 988-3224 OF: 604 980-8092 lp44@bctf.ca 45 West Vancouver Teachers' Association Rob Millard 4915 Marine Drive West Vancouver, BC  V7W 2P5 O: 604-926-1617 OF: 604-926-1119 lp45@bctf.ca 46 Sunshine Coast Teachers' Association Louise Herle Box 951 Sechelt, BC  V0N 3A0 O: 604-885-7944 OF: 604-885-9837 lp46@bctf.ca 47 Powell River District Teachers' Association Cathy Fisher 201-4400 Marine Avenue Powell River, BC  V8A 2K1 O: 604-485-5212 OF: 604-485-2882 lp47@bctf.ca 48 Sea to Sky Teachers' Association Carl Walker 104-40775 Tantalus Rd Squamish, BC  V8B 0N2 O: 604-892-3056 OF: 604-892-2296 lp48@bctf.ca 49 Central Coast Teachers' Association Marc Hedges Box 253 Hagensborg, BC  V0T 1H0 O: 250-982-2354 OF: 250-982-2354 lp49@bctf.ca 50 Haida Gwaii Teachers' Association Jennifer Jury c/o PO Box 325 Queen Charlotte City, BC  V0T 1S0 O: 250-637-1805 OF: N/A lp50@bctf.ca 51 Boundary District Teachers' Association Norm Sabourin Box 634, 1815D Central Ave Grand Forks, BC  V0H 1H0 O: 250-442-3330 OF: N/A lp51@bctf.ca 52 Prince Rupert District Teachers' Union Kathy Murphy c/o Fisherman's Hall, 869 Fraser Street Prince Rupert, BC  V8J 1R1 O: 250-627-1700 OF: 250-624-6784 lp52@bctf.ca 53 South Okanagan Similkameen Teachers' Union Sylvia Slater Box 1586 Oliver, BC  V0H 1T0 O: 250-498-2255 OF: N/A lp53@bctf.ca 54 Bulkley Valley Teachers' Union Ilona Weiss PO Box 2137, 3772 C 1st Ave Smithers, BC  V0J 2N0 O: 250-847-3127 OF: 250-847-3123 lp54@bctf.ca 55 Burns Lake District Teachers' Union Kathryn Warren Box 464 Burns Lake, BC  V0J 1E0 O: 250-692-7932 OF: 250-692-7597 lp55@bctf.ca 56 Nechako Teachers' Union Thomas Thalheimer Box 978 Vanderhoof, BC  V0J 3A0 O: 250-567-5040 OF: 250-567-5060 lp56@bctf.ca 571 Prince George District Teachers' Association Tina Cousins 101-1968 Queensway Prince George, BC  V2L 1M2 O: 250-562-7214 OF: 250-562-5743 lp571@bctf.ca 572 Mackenzie Teachers' Association* Shannon Pride Box 1836 Mackenzie, BC  V0J 2C0 O: 250-997-6340 OF: N/A lp572@bctf.ca 573 McBride-Valemount Teachers' Association* Jennifer L'Arrivee 2265 Red Tail Road Mcbride, BC  V0J 2E0 O: 250-569-2295 OF: N/A lp573@bctf.ca 591 Peace River South Teachers' Association Lorraine MacKay Box 145 Dawson Creek, BC  V1G 4G3 O: 250-782-1284 OF: 250-782-1280 lp591@bctf.ca 592 Chetwynd Teachers' Association* Leanne Robertson Box 2665 Chetwynd, BC  V0C 1J0 O: 250-788-2267 OF: 250-788-9729 lp592@bctf.ca 593 Tumbler Ridge Teachers' Association* Karen Edwards 127 Gwillim Crescent, Box 1003 Tumbler Ridge, BC  V0C 2W0 O: 250-242-5281 OF: 250-242-5785 lp593@bctf.ca 60 Peace River North Teachers' Association Michele Wiebe Box 6057 Fort St John, BC  V1J 4H6 O: 250-785-8881 OF: 250-785-8881 lp60@bctf.ca 61 Greater Victoria Teachers' Association Bénula Larsen 965 Alston Street Victoria, BC  V9A 3S5 O: 250-595-0181 OF: 250-595-0189 lp61@bctf.ca 62 Sooke Teachers' Association Ian Johnson 201-716 Goldstream Avenue Victoria, BC  V9B 2X3 O: 250-474-3181 OF: 250-474-5555 lp62@bctf.ca 63 Saanich Teachers' Association Mark Skanks 6843 Central Saanich Road Saanichton, BC  V8Z 5V4 O: 778-426-1426 OF: 778-426-0716 lp63@bctf.ca 64 Gulf Islands Teachers' Association Deborah Nostdal Box 537 Salt Spring Island, BC  V8K 2W2 O: 250-537-4990 OF: 250-537-4990 lp64@bctf.ca 65 Cowichan District Teachers' Association Naomi Nilsson 201-394 Duncan Street Duncan, BC  V9L 3W4 O: 250-748-2251 OF: 250-748-5243 lp65@bctf.ca 66 Lake Cowichan Teachers' Association Chris Rolls 5610 West Riverbottom Rd Duncan, BC  V9L 6H9 O: 250-748-0011 OF: N/A lp66@bctf.ca 67 Okanagan Skaha Teachers' Union Leslea Woodward 697 Martin Street Penticton, BC  V2A 5L5 O: 250-492-4915 OF: 250-492-5540 lp67@bctf.ca 68 Nanaimo District Teachers' Association Mike Ball 3137 Barons Road Nanaimo, BC  V9T 5W5 O: 250-756-1237 OF: 250-756-0188 lp68@bctf.ca 69 Mount Arrowsmith Teachers' Association Debbie Morran Box 1286 Parksville, BC  V9P 2H3 O: 250-248-3496 OF: 250-248-3440 lp69@bctf.ca 701 Alberni District Teachers' Union Ken Zydyk 4913 Argyle Street Port Alberni, BC  V9Y 1V6 O: 250-724-5021 OF: 250-724-0442 lp701@bctf.ca 71 Comox District Teachers' Association Nick Moore 491 4th Street Ste. C Courtenay, BC  V9N 1G9 O: 250-338-1461 OF: 250-338-1657 lp71@bctf.ca 72 Campbell River District Teachers' Association Dave Harper 202-871 Island Hwy Campbell River, BC  V9W 2C2 O: 250-286-1663 OF: 250-286-1679 lp72@bctf.ca 73 Kamloops Thompson Teachers' Association David Komljenovic 202/204-1157 12th Street Kamloops, BC  V2B 7L2 O: 250-554-1223 OF: 250-554-1311 lp73@bctf.ca 74 Gold Trail Teachers' Association Cameron Rittinger Box 1437 Ashcroft, BC  V0K 1A0 O: 250-453-2696 OF: 250-453-2696 lp74@bctf.ca 75 Mission Teachers' Union Mark Bradshaw 100-33344 2nd Ave Mission, BC  V2V 1K3 O: 604-826-0112 OF: 604-826-3435 lp75@bctf.ca 78 Fraser-Cascade Teachers' Association Lynne Marvell Unit E, Box 1238 Hope, BC  V0X 1L0 O: 604-869-9383 OF: 604-869-3236 lp78@bctf.ca 80 Kitimat District Teachers' Association Kim Meyer 233 Enterprise Avenue Kitimat, BC  V8C 2C8 O: 250-632-3109 OF: 250-632-3108 lp80@bctf.ca 81 Fort Nelson District Teachers' Association Greg Gerwing Box 2031 Fort Nelson, BC  V0C 1R0 O: 250-775-1824 OF: N/A lp81@bctf.ca 83 North Okanagan-Shuswap Teachers' Association Brenda O'Dell Box 187 Salmon Arm, BC  V1E 4N3 O: 250-832-1933 OF: 250-832-4592 lp83@bctf.ca 84 Vancouver Island West Teachers' Union Ryan Meise PO Box 137 Gold River, BC  V0P 1G0 O: 250-283-9081 OF: N/A lp84@bctf.ca 85 Vancouver Island North Teachers' Association Shawn Gough Box 5151, 6855 Market St Port Hardy, BC  V0N 2P0 O: 250-949-8888 OF: 250-949-8882 lp85@bctf.ca 862 Kootenay Lake Teachers' Association* Cam Zuk Box 671 Kaslo, BC  V0G 1M0 O: 250-353-2227 OF: N/A lp862@bctf.ca 861 Creston Valley Teachers' Association Becky Blair 1001 Railway Boulevard Creston, BC  V0B 1G3 O: 250-428-7006 OF: 250-428-8602 lp861@bctf.ca 87 Stikine Teachers' Association Asa Berg c/o Asa Berg, Box 469 Atlin, BC  V0W 1A0 O: 250-651-7820 OF: 250-651-7820 lp87@bctf.ca 881 Terrace District Teachers' Union Cathy Lambright 4733 Park Avenue Terrace, BC  V8G 1W2 O: 250-635-4659 OF: N/A lp881@bctf.ca 882 Upper Skeena Teachers* Joslyn Bagg Box 562 New Hazelton, BC  V0J 2Y0 O: 250-842-6613 OF: N/A lp882@bctf.ca 92 Nisga'a Teachers' Union Richard Hotson Box 226 New Aiyansh, BC  V0J 1A0 O: 250-633-2571 OF: 250-633-2574 lp92@bctf.ca 93 SEPF Sylvie Liechtele 100-550 West 6th Avenue Vancouver, BC  V5Z 4P2 O: 604-871-1866 OF: N/A lp93@bctf.ca About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy Close Window Print Page   Local Presidents and Contact Information Sorted by local number. Click here for sort by local name. *Sublocal       O: Office   OF: Office Fax 1 Fernie District Teachers' Association Christina Smith Box 10 Fernie, BC  V0B 1M0 O: 250-423-3333 OF: 250-423-6134 lp01@bctf.ca 2 Cranbrook District Teachers' Association Shelley Balfour 304-105 9th Avenue South Cranbrook, BC  V1C 2M1 O: 250-489-3717 OF: 250-489-3727 lp02@bctf.ca 3 Kimberley Teachers' Association Sally Struthers 201-144 Deer Park Avenue Kimberley, BC  V1A 2J4 O: 250-432-9729 OF: N/A lp03@bctf.ca 4 Windermere Teachers' Association Doug Murray Box 478 Invermere, BC  V0A 1K0 O: 250-341-5158 OF: N/A lp04@bctf.ca 7 Nelson District Teachers' Association Paul Boscariol PO Box 1012 Nelson, BC  V1L 6A5 O: 250-354-4142 OF: 250-354-1558 lp07@bctf.ca 10 Arrow Lakes Teachers' Association Ric Bardati Box 422 New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0 O: 250-265-7062 OF: N/A lp10@bctf.ca 17 Princeton District Teachers' Union Robert Tarswell Box 1019 Princeton, BC  V0X 1W0 O: 250-295-6684 OF: 250-295-6684 lp17@bctf.ca 18 Golden Teachers' Association Mike Archibald Box 430 Golden, BC  V0A 1H0 O: 250-344-5885 OF: 250-344-5890 lp18@bctf.ca 19 Revelstoke Teachers' Association Jennifer Wolney Box 72 Revelstoke, BC  V0E 2S0 O: 250-837-2255 OF: 250-837-2255 lp19@bctf.ca 20 Kootenay Columbia Teachers' Union Andy Davidoff 1657 Hwy 3A Castlegar, BC  V1N 4N5 O: 250-364-1740 OF: 250-364-1750 lp20@bctf.ca 22 Vernon Teachers' Association Heather Malcolm 4004 31st Street Vernon, BC  V1T 5J6 O: 250-542-0456 OF: 250-542-0564 lp22@bctf.ca 23 Central Okanagan Teachers' Association Susan Bauhart 210-1751 Harvey Avenue Kelowna, BC  V1Y 6G4 O: 250-860-3866 OF: 250-862-3024 lp23@bctf.ca 27 Cariboo-Chilcotin Teachers' Association Murray Helmer 124D North 2nd Avenue Williams Lake, BC  V2G 1Z6 O: 250-398-7221 OF: 250-398-5913 lp27@bctf.ca 28 Quesnel District Teachers' Association Lisa Kishkan Box 4643 Quesnel, BC  V2J 3J8 O: 250-992-3737 OF: 250-992-3638 lp28@bctf.ca 31 Nicola Valley Teachers' Union Peter Vogt Box 849 Merritt, BC  V1K 1B8 O: 250-378-5060 OF: 250-378-5060 lp31@bctf.ca 33 Chilliwack Teachers' Association Clint Johnston 203-45970 Airport Road Chilliwack, BC  V2P 1A2 O: 604-792-9233 OF: 604-792-9389 lp33@bctf.ca 34 Abbotsford District Teachers' Association Doug Smuland 2570 Cyril Street Abbotsford, BC  V2S 2G2 O: 604-854-1946 OF: 604-850-5100 lp34@bctf.ca 35 Langley Teachers' Association Gail Chaddock Costello 100-5786 Glover Road Langley, BC  V3A 4H9 O: 604-533-1618 OF: 604-533-1400 lp35@bctf.ca 36 Surrey Teachers' Association Jennifer Wadge 201-9030 King George Boulevard Surrey, BC  V3V 7Y3 O: 604-594-5353 OF: 604-594-5176 lp36@bctf.ca 37 Delta Teachers' Association Paul Steer 110-4977 Trenant St Delta, BC  V4K 2K5 O: 604-946-0391 OF: 604-946-1629 lp37@bctf.ca 38 Richmond Teachers' Association Al Klassen 210-7360 Westminster Hwy Richmond, BC  V6X 1A1 O: 604-278-2539 OF: 604-278-4320 lp38@bctf.ca 392 Vancouver Secondary Teachers' Association Debbie Pawluk 2915 Commercial Drive Vancouver, BC  V5N 4C8 O: 604-873-5570 OF: 604-873-3916 lp392@bctf.ca 391 Vancouver Elementary School Teachers' Association Dan Graves 2915 Commercial Dr Vancouver, BC  V5N 4C8 O: 604-873-8378 OF: 604-873-2652 lp391@bctf.ca 40 New Westminster Teachers' Union Grant Osborne 607 Columbia St New Westminster, BC  V3M 1A7 O: 604-526-8990 OF: 604-526-8912 lp40@bctf.ca 41 Burnaby Teachers' Association Rae Figursky 115-3993 Henning Drive Burnaby, BC  V5C 6P7 O: 604 294-8141 OF: 604 294-9846 lp41@bctf.ca 42 Maple Ridge Teachers' Association George Serra 11771 Fraser Street Maple Ridge, BC  V2X 6C6 O: 604-467-2111 OF: 604-467-0815 lp42@bctf.ca 43 Coquitlam Teachers' Association Charley King 208-2502 St. Johns Street Port Moody, BC  V3H 2B4 O: 604-936-9971 OF: 604-936-7515 lp43@bctf.ca 44 North Vancouver Teachers' Association Carolyn Pena 100 - 133 West 17th Street North Vancouver, BC  V7M 1V5 O: 604 988-3224 OF: 604 980-8092 lp44@bctf.ca 45 West Vancouver Teachers' Association Rob Millard 4915 Marine Drive West Vancouver, BC  V7W 2P5 O: 604-926-1617 OF: 604-926-1119 lp45@bctf.ca 46 Sunshine Coast Teachers' Association Louise Herle Box 951 Sechelt, BC  V0N 3A0 O: 604-885-7944 OF: 604-885-9837 lp46@bctf.ca 47 Powell River District Teachers' Association Cathy Fisher 201-4400 Marine Avenue Powell River, BC  V8A 2K1 O: 604-485-5212 OF: 604-485-2882 lp47@bctf.ca 48 Sea to Sky Teachers' Association Carl Walker 104-40775 Tantalus Rd Squamish, BC  V8B 0N2 O: 604-892-3056 OF: 604-892-2296 lp48@bctf.ca 49 Central Coast Teachers' Association Marc Hedges Box 253 Hagensborg, BC  V0T 1H0 O: 250-982-2354 OF: 250-982-2354 lp49@bctf.ca 50 Haida Gwaii Teachers' Association Jennifer Jury c/o PO Box 325 Queen Charlotte City, BC  V0T 1S0 O: 250-637-1805 OF: N/A lp50@bctf.ca 51 Boundary District Teachers' Association Norm Sabourin Box 634, 1815D Central Ave Grand Forks, BC  V0H 1H0 O: 250-442-3330 OF: N/A lp51@bctf.ca 52 Prince Rupert District Teachers' Union Kathy Murphy c/o Fisherman's Hall, 869 Fraser Street Prince Rupert, BC  V8J 1R1 O: 250-627-1700 OF: 250-624-6784 lp52@bctf.ca 53 South Okanagan Similkameen Teachers' Union Sylvia Slater Box 1586 Oliver, BC  V0H 1T0 O: 250-498-2255 OF: N/A lp53@bctf.ca 54 Bulkley Valley Teachers' Union Ilona Weiss PO Box 2137, 3772 C 1st Ave Smithers, BC  V0J 2N0 O: 250-847-3127 OF: 250-847-3123 lp54@bctf.ca 55 Burns Lake District Teachers' Union Kathryn Warren Box 464 Burns Lake, BC  V0J 1E0 O: 250-692-7932 OF: 250-692-7597 lp55@bctf.ca 56 Nechako Teachers' Union Thomas Thalheimer Box 978 Vanderhoof, BC  V0J 3A0 O: 250-567-5040 OF: 250-567-5060 lp56@bctf.ca 571 Prince George District Teachers' Association Tina Cousins 101-1968 Queensway Prince George, BC  V2L 1M2 O: 250-562-7214 OF: 250-562-5743 lp571@bctf.ca 572 Mackenzie Teachers' Association* Shannon Pride Box 1836 Mackenzie, BC  V0J 2C0 O: 250-997-6340 OF: N/A lp572@bctf.ca 573 McBride-Valemount Teachers' Association* Jennifer L'Arrivee 2265 Red Tail Road Mcbride, BC  V0J 2E0 O: 250-569-2295 OF: N/A lp573@bctf.ca 591 Peace River South Teachers' Association Lorraine MacKay Box 145 Dawson Creek, BC  V1G 4G3 O: 250-782-1284 OF: 250-782-1280 lp591@bctf.ca 592 Chetwynd Teachers' Association* Leanne Robertson Box 2665 Chetwynd, BC  V0C 1J0 O: 250-788-2267 OF: 250-788-9729 lp592@bctf.ca 593 Tumbler Ridge Teachers' Association* Karen Edwards 127 Gwillim Crescent, Box 1003 Tumbler Ridge, BC  V0C 2W0 O: 250-242-5281 OF: 250-242-5785 lp593@bctf.ca 60 Peace River North Teachers' Association Michele Wiebe Box 6057 Fort St John, BC  V1J 4H6 O: 250-785-8881 OF: 250-785-8881 lp60@bctf.ca 61 Greater Victoria Teachers' Association Bénula Larsen 965 Alston Street Victoria, BC  V9A 3S5 O: 250-595-0181 OF: 250-595-0189 lp61@bctf.ca 62 Sooke Teachers' Association Ian Johnson 201-716 Goldstream Avenue Victoria, BC  V9B 2X3 O: 250-474-3181 OF: 250-474-5555 lp62@bctf.ca 63 Saanich Teachers' Association Mark Skanks 6843 Central Saanich Road Saanichton, BC  V8Z 5V4 O: 778-426-1426 OF: 778-426-0716 lp63@bctf.ca 64 Gulf Islands Teachers' Association Deborah Nostdal Box 537 Salt Spring Island, BC  V8K 2W2 O: 250-537-4990 OF: 250-537-4990 lp64@bctf.ca 65 Cowichan District Teachers' Association Naomi Nilsson 201-394 Duncan Street Duncan, BC  V9L 3W4 O: 250-748-2251 OF: 250-748-5243 lp65@bctf.ca 66 Lake Cowichan Teachers' Association Chris Rolls 5610 West Riverbottom Rd Duncan, BC  V9L 6H9 O: 250-748-0011 OF: N/A lp66@bctf.ca 67 Okanagan Skaha Teachers' Union Leslea Woodward 697 Martin Street Penticton, BC  V2A 5L5 O: 250-492-4915 OF: 250-492-5540 lp67@bctf.ca 68 Nanaimo District Teachers' Association Mike Ball 3137 Barons Road Nanaimo, BC  V9T 5W5 O: 250-756-1237 OF: 250-756-0188 lp68@bctf.ca 69 Mount Arrowsmith Teachers' Association Debbie Morran Box 1286 Parksville, BC  V9P 2H3 O: 250-248-3496 OF: 250-248-3440 lp69@bctf.ca 701 Alberni District Teachers' Union Ken Zydyk 4913 Argyle Street Port Alberni, BC  V9Y 1V6 O: 250-724-5021 OF: 250-724-0442 lp701@bctf.ca 71 Comox District Teachers' Association Nick Moore 491 4th Street Ste. C Courtenay, BC  V9N 1G9 O: 250-338-1461 OF: 250-338-1657 lp71@bctf.ca 72 Campbell River District Teachers' Association Dave Harper 202-871 Island Hwy Campbell River, BC  V9W 2C2 O: 250-286-1663 OF: 250-286-1679 lp72@bctf.ca 73 Kamloops Thompson Teachers' Association David Komljenovic 202/204-1157 12th Street Kamloops, BC  V2B 7L2 O: 250-554-1223 OF: 250-554-1311 lp73@bctf.ca 74 Gold Trail Teachers' Association Cameron Rittinger Box 1437 Ashcroft, BC  V0K 1A0 O: 250-453-2696 OF: 250-453-2696 lp74@bctf.ca 75 Mission Teachers' Union Mark Bradshaw 100-33344 2nd Ave Mission, BC  V2V 1K3 O: 604-826-0112 OF: 604-826-3435 lp75@bctf.ca 78 Fraser-Cascade Teachers' Association Lynne Marvell Unit E, Box 1238 Hope, BC  V0X 1L0 O: 604-869-9383 OF: 604-869-3236 lp78@bctf.ca 80 Kitimat District Teachers' Association Kim Meyer 233 Enterprise Avenue Kitimat, BC  V8C 2C8 O: 250-632-3109 OF: 250-632-3108 lp80@bctf.ca 81 Fort Nelson District Teachers' Association Greg Gerwing Box 2031 Fort Nelson, BC  V0C 1R0 O: 250-775-1824 OF: N/A lp81@bctf.ca 83 North Okanagan-Shuswap Teachers' Association Brenda O'Dell Box 187 Salmon Arm, BC  V1E 4N3 O: 250-832-1933 OF: 250-832-4592 lp83@bctf.ca 84 Vancouver Island West Teachers' Union Ryan Meise PO Box 137 Gold River, BC  V0P 1G0 O: 250-283-9081 OF: N/A lp84@bctf.ca 85 Vancouver Island North Teachers' Association Shawn Gough Box 5151, 6855 Market St Port Hardy, BC  V0N 2P0 O: 250-949-8888 OF: 250-949-8882 lp85@bctf.ca 862 Kootenay Lake Teachers' Association* Cam Zuk Box 671 Kaslo, BC  V0G 1M0 O: 250-353-2227 OF: N/A lp862@bctf.ca 861 Creston Valley Teachers' Association Becky Blair 1001 Railway Boulevard Creston, BC  V0B 1G3 O: 250-428-7006 OF: 250-428-8602 lp861@bctf.ca 87 Stikine Teachers' Association Asa Berg c/o Asa Berg, Box 469 Atlin, BC  V0W 1A0 O: 250-651-7820 OF: 250-651-7820 lp87@bctf.ca 881 Terrace District Teachers' Union Cathy Lambright 4733 Park Avenue Terrace, BC  V8G 1W2 O: 250-635-4659 OF: N/A lp881@bctf.ca 882 Upper Skeena Teachers* Joslyn Bagg Box 562 New Hazelton, BC  V0J 2Y0 O: 250-842-6613 OF: N/A lp882@bctf.ca 92 Nisga'a Teachers' Union Richard Hotson Box 226 New Aiyansh, BC  V0J 1A0 O: 250-633-2571 OF: 250-633-2574 lp92@bctf.ca 93 SEPF Sylvie Liechtele 100-550 West 6th Avenue Vancouver, BC  V5Z 4P2 O: 604-871-1866 OF: N/A lp93@bctf.ca)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8044,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 6, April 2005 Teachers' tips: Parents—A great resource by Anne Louise McFarland There are many ways to maximize parent involvement in your classroom. Even at the secondary level, parents can be an invaluable resource. Here are eight ways to get parents onside and supportive of what you do. At the beginning of the class, take an inventory of what parents do, not only for work but also as hobbies or special interests. Make an e-mail list of parents. When doing a project, consult the inventory, and ask parents for help. Keep in touch with the parents, not just to communicate problems but also to tell the great things their children are doing. Following the lead of some schools, consider using a personal web site to post homework so that parents are aware of upcoming due dates for projects, as well as quiz and test dates. Let the parents organize the fundraising for trips, etc. Invite parents to observe student presentations in class. Invite a parent rep to district department head meetings. For example, in Saanich, the French immersion department heads, the superintendent, a French immersion administrator, and a parent rep have a breakfast meeting every six weeks to discuss the budget and the activities we are all doing together. Involving parents reduces your workload and gives your students some extra incentive to do well. Parents who see what amazing work teachers do become advocates for public education. Anne Louise McFarland teaches Français Langue 9–12 at Stelly’s Secondary School, Saanich. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NoteFromTeachers.aspx?id=18664,BCTF > A note from your teachers #27, June 23, 2009, Protect public education  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development A note from your teachers archive 2012 2011  2009  2008  2007    Home > Publications > Newsletters and Alerts > A Note from Your Teachers > 2009 Archives  PDF format A note from your teachers A report from the BCTF to the members of the legislative assembly June 23, 2009 Number 27 Protect public education As the 2008–09 school year comes to an end and a busy summer for newly elected MLAs begins, teachers in BC want their elected representatives to start looking ahead to September. Teachers, parents, and students are worried about cuts to services, larger class sizes, more school closures, and a lack of support for children with special needs. In difficult economic times like these, it is even more important to invest in public education and BC’s students, especially services for our province’s vulnerable children and their families. Funding In February, the government brought forward a budget that increased funding to BC’s public schools by just over 1%. The increase, less than the rate of inflation and far less than negotiated salary increases, forced most school districts across the province into deficit positions. Many school districts spent the spring making cuts for September. Across BC, 34 districts had their budgets frozen even though fixed costs keep rising. Increasing cost pressures like salaries, transportation, and utilities meant significant shortfalls and more cuts to education, even in districts where there is increasing enrolment. Shortfalls lead to cuts and service charges As a result of the significant shortfalls in districts around the province, hundreds of teaching positions will be lost. The BCTF, in consultation with its local associations, estimates more than 550 full-time equivalent (FTE) teaching positions will be lost as a result of budget shortfalls and resulting cutbacks. Such a drastic decline cannot be blamed on enrolment changes alone. In several districts, boards voted to charge families to send their children to school on school buses. In some cases, these families are already stretched to the limit and will be hit hard by these extra charges. Other families will find themselves paying for a bus ride past their old neighbourhood school that already closed because of budget cuts. Class size and support for children with special needs With fewer teachers and less resources, the latest round of budget cuts will undoubtedly lead to more overcrowded classes in September. There was no targeted funding in the February budget to help districts meet the government’s class-size and class-composition legislation. In the school year that just ended, there were more than 3,300 classes with 30 or more students and 11,000 classes with 4 or more students with special needs. That is higher than in 2005 when teachers first went on strike to improve learning conditions for BC’s students. Learning Round Table As a result of the government’s ongoing failure to meet its own legislated limits and 12 ineffective meetings, BCTF members voted to leave the premier’s Learning Round Table at the 2009 Annual General Meeting. Teachers were full participants in the process, but the government never came with a concrete plan to improve class size and composition. As teachers, we are hopeful that the new minister of education will meet with us to develop a new process to address the ongoing class-size and class-composition challenges. Testing and Assessment Also at the BC Teachers’ Federation 2009 Annual General Meeting, teachers voted to encourage government to implement a two-year moratorium on all standardized tests. The moratorium would include the Foundation Skills Assessment as well as provincial exams for secondary students. Universities in BC no longer use these exams for their admission requirements. Teachers at the AGM also voted to call on government to create a testing and assessment task force to find better models of testing and assessment that enhance student learning. Teachers in BC do not believe the Foundation Skills Assessment test, given to Grade 4 and Grade 7 students every February, is an appropriate measure of student learning. More and more parents are pulling their children out of these controversial tests because they do not see the value the vague results provide. In addition, all of the education partners, including parents, trustees, and superintendents, are opposed to the Fraser Institute using the data to unfairly and inappropriately rank schools. The Fraser Institute’s use of provincial exam scores to rank secondary schools is now even more unreliable as many students chose not to write those exams. The BC Teachers’ Federation would like to foster a constructive discussion on the issue of meaningful and appropriate assessment. Teachers in BC believe that a broad and open discussion of testing and assessment during a moratorium could lead to better public policy, produce deeper understanding by parents of the learning process, and, most importantly, improve students’ learning and increase confidence in public education. About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141006,www.cbc.ca,http://www.cbc.ca/radio/podcasts/?region,11 Podcasts |    cbc.ca Podcasts  | CBC Radio Accessibility Links Skip to main content Skip to CBC accessibility page   CBC Global Navigation CBC.ca News News Menu Sports Sports Menu Music   Radio Radio Menu TV TV Menu My Region Menu   More CBC Menu   Watch Watch Menu Listen Listen Menu     Now Playing on CBC Radio change Radio One loading... Listen Live Radio 2 loading... Listen Live Radio 3 R3-30 Listen Live See what is playing on all streams » Home Podcasts Featured Podcasts Find a Podcast FAQ Close X CBC Books Schedules & Programs Radio Summer CBC Overnight Close X Frequencies RCI SiriusXM CBC Music Radio 3 Close X Radio 2 Featured Podcasts Q Malkovich being everyone The Current Fed up with sloppy communication? This is That Puppy Maternity Leave Ideas The Degrowth Paradigm Featured Podcasts Q Malkovich being everyone Photographer Sandro Miller discusses his series of recreated photographs and iconic works of art featuring actor John Malkovich. Get the Podcast Photo Credit: Sandro Miller The Current Fed up with sloppy communication? Psycholinguist Steven Pinker has written a book on good writing in the 21st century. He believes his book will free people from the antiquated notions of grammar. Get the Podcast Photo Credit Nick McPhee/Flickr This is That Puppy Maternity Leave Woman sues employer after being refused paid maternity leave for adopting a puppy. Get the Podcast Photo Credit Frank Kovalchek/FLICKR Ideas The Degrowth Paradigm Richard Swift explores the degrowth concept, which seeks a more modest and sane alternative to the constant pressures of expansion. Get the Podcast Photo Credit: Jim Merkel Stay Connected with CBC Radio Facebook Twitter Google+ Newsletter Mobile Don't need to download? Listen to audio now Find a Podcast All Podcasts Recommended Category Arts & Culture Comedy Current Affairs & Information Documentaries News Science & Tech TV Audio Video Regions British Columbia Alberta Saskatchewan Manitoba Ontario Quebec New Brunswick Prince Edward Island Nova Scotia Newfoundland & Labrador North: NWT, Nunavut & Yukon Additional Podcasts Sports CBC Music Radio-Canada A- Z Z-A 5 per page 10 per page 20 per page view all Alberta @ noon CBC Radio's alberta@noon, with host Donna McElligott, connects urban a... CBC Radio's alberta@noon, with host Donna McElligott, connects urban and rural Albertans by exploring the environmental, agricultural, educational and political issues affecting everyone from the far north to the deep south of the province. Alberta Go To Download Page » And The Winner Is... Award-winning radio fresh from the winners-circle to your computer. Fr... Award-winning radio fresh from the winners-circle to your computer. From the Peabody Awards, to the Prix Italia to the New York Festivals - every mp3 is a champ. Artsculture Documentaries Go To Download Page » As It Happens Listening to As It Happens is like taking a trip around the world. Fro... Listening to As It Happens is like taking a trip around the world. From the complex headlines of the day to the weird and wacky, As It Happens brings you the story behind the story. Currentaffairsinformation Recommended Go To Download Page » BC: All Points West Jo-Ann Roberts explores the stories that make a difference in your dai... Jo-Ann Roberts explores the stories that make a difference in your daily life. The show brings together inquiring minds from the North Coast to the Peace, down to the Southern Interior and over to Vancouver Island. Bc Go To Download Page » B.C. Almanac Host Mark Forsythe connects British Columbians as they share stories a... Host Mark Forsythe connects British Columbians as they share stories and ideas about what they have in common and what makes them different. Bc Go To Download Page » BC: North by Northwest Join host Sheryl MacKay to meet creative people from all around the p... Join host Sheryl MacKay to meet creative people from all around the province. Hear about their passions and inspirations. You'll visit artists in their studios, musicians and performers backstage, writers at their keyboards and chefs at the cooktop. There's great conversation and a lot of laughs too waiting for you every weekend on North by Northwest. Bc Go To Download Page » BC: On The Coast On The Coast is a great way to catch up on the day's news, and get co... On The Coast is a great way to catch up on the day's news, and get connected to what's happening in your neighbourhood every weekday, and you'll be right up to date on all the latest sports, weather, traffic, and entertainment from around the Lower Mainland. Bc Go To Download Page » BC: On The Island On The Island is a lively and informative blend of news, reviews and ... On The Island is a lively and informative blend of news, reviews and interviews, designed to keep Victorians informed about the issues that matter to them. Bc Go To Download Page » BC: Radio West Radio West is B.C.'s newest afternoon show. Host Rebecca Zandbergen m... Radio West is B.C.'s newest afternoon show. Host Rebecca Zandbergen meets the people behind the news in B.C.'s Interior, and gives listeners a chance to share their stories too. Bc Go To Download Page » BC: The Early Edition The Early Edition Podcast features the top story of the day from The ... The Early Edition Podcast features the top story of the day from The Early Edition with Rick Cluff. Expect to hear highlights from the show's news, health, civic affairs, cultural and community coverage. Bc Go To Download Page » Calgary: Eyeopener Whether you spend your mornings in your kitchen, your car or your off... Whether you spend your mornings in your kitchen, your car or your office, tune in to the Calgary Eyeopener for the information you need to stay in touch with your city. Alberta Go To Download Page » Calgary: The Homestretch Designed to ease Calgary commuters' transitions from the end of the w... Designed to ease Calgary commuters' transitions from the end of the workday back to their families, The Homestretch offers an entertaining and lively blend of news and information. Alberta Go To Download Page » Canada Live Every night on CBC Radio 2, Canada Live presents the best in live musi... Every night on CBC Radio 2, Canada Live presents the best in live music from concert stages across the country. And every week the Canada Live podcast brings you highlights from some of those amazing concerts, from pop to jazz, roots to world, and everywhere in between. Artsculture Go To Download Page » Canada Reads Canada Reads celebrates five Canadian books for three months online, a... Canada Reads celebrates five Canadian books for three months online, at public events and on air. It all leads up to a week-long show hosted by Jian Ghomeshi. In this annual title fight, five celebrity panelists defend their favourite work of Canadian fiction. One by one, books are voted off the list, until one panelist triumphs with the book for Canada to read this year. Artsculture Go To Download Page » Cape Breton: Info. Morning Information Morning Cape Breton helps listeners better understand and ... Information Morning Cape Breton helps listeners better understand and explore the challenges in our island's future, remember their past and celebrate their neighbours' accomplishments. Novascotia Go To Download Page » CBC Music CBC Music podcasts feature the best music Canada has to offer.... CBC Music podcasts feature the best music Canada has to offer. Music Go to CBC Music     » CBC News: At Issue (Audio) Peter Mansbridge hosts the country's most-watched political panel, wi... Peter Mansbridge hosts the country's most-watched political panel, with Chantal Hébert, Andrew Coyne and Allan Gregg debating the week's hot topics on Parliament Hill. Plus, feature interviews with political leaders and newsmakers Newscasts Tvaudio Go To Download Page » CBC News: At Issue (Video) Peter Mansbridge hosts the country's most-watched political panel, wit... Peter Mansbridge hosts the country's most-watched political panel, with Chantal Hébert, Andrew Coyne and Allan Gregg debating the week's hot topics on Parliament Hill. Plus, feature interviews with political leaders and newsmakers. Newscasts Video Go To Download Page » CBC News: Hourly Edition The latest News - National and International, updated every hour. ... The latest News - National and International, updated every hour. Newscasts Go To Download Page » CBC News: The Insiders (Audio) A master class in Canadian politics. Seasoned insiders Kathle... A master class in Canadian politics. Seasoned insiders Kathleen Monk, David Herle and Jaime Watt explain, in a non-partisan way, how strategies are devised and decisions are made in the party back rooms and in the highest offices of power in the country. Newscasts Tvaudio Go To Download Page » CBC News: The World at Six Tune in for a wrap-up of world and national events from a team of nat... Tune in for a wrap-up of world and national events from a team of national reporters and foreign correspondents. Newscasts Go To Download Page » CBC News: The World This Hour The World This Hour keeps you up to date with what's happening in Cana... The World This Hour keeps you up to date with what's happening in Canada and around the world. Newscasts Go To Download Page » CBC News: World Report World Report is news that has broken overnight with a look ahead to th... World Report is news that has broken overnight with a look ahead to the day's expected events. The program features the latest international news, as well as the top domestic stories. It is also an outlet for CBC journalists to break original stories. Newscasts Go To Download Page » CBC Radio-Canada Radio Canada podcasts: A window into Canadian French culture.... Radio Canada podcasts: A window into Canadian French culture. Radiocanada Go to Radio-Canada » CBC Skate Join the Championship Figure Skating On CBC team for a post-event "Aft... Join the Championship Figure Skating On CBC team for a post-event "After Show" podcast following CBC TV's coverage. Hosted by 4-time World Champion Kurt Browning, he's joined by Olympic Bronze Medallist Tracy Wilson, along with coach and cbcsports.ca's social media maven Pj Kwong. Sports Go To Download Page » CBC Sports Weekend Spotlight Scott Russell sits down with Canada's top athletes for an intimate and... Scott Russell sits down with Canada's top athletes for an intimate and in depth discussion. Sports Go To Download Page » C'est la vie C'est la vie gives listeners a window into the life of French-speaking... C'est la vie gives listeners a window into the life of French-speaking Canadians through interviews with people in the news and documentaries from across the country. Artsculture Currentaffairsinformation Go To Download Page » Coach's Corner Don Cherry gives his unique view on the game of hockey with host Ron M... Don Cherry gives his unique view on the game of hockey with host Ron MacLean. Sports Go To Download Page » Comedy Factory If a joke's worth telling, it's worth repeating. The Comedy Factory co... If a joke's worth telling, it's worth repeating. The Comedy Factory collects our favourite skits, commentaries and funny bits that appeared on CBC Radio over the past week. It's an assembly line of humour, safety-tested and priced to move! Comedy Go To Download Page » Cross Country Checkup Cross Country Checkup is Canada's only national open-line radio progra... Cross Country Checkup is Canada's only national open-line radio program, broadcast live across Canada every Sunday afternoon on CBC Radio One. Each week broadcaster and writer Rex Murphy presides over a lively discussion on an issue of national interest or importance, and invites listeners to call in with their opinions and thoughts. Currentaffairsinformation Go To Download Page » Day 6 Host Brent Bambury gives listeners the tools they need to make brillia... Host Brent Bambury gives listeners the tools they need to make brilliant dinner party conversation! This populist weekly magazine show blends the best of the worlds of news, current affairs, pop culture, the net, lifestyle and leisure. Playful and relevant! Day 6 gives listeners a fresh perspective on the week. Artsculture Currentaffairsinformation Go To Download Page » Daybreak Montreal Join the Daybreak crew every weekday for the best in-depth coverage of... Join the Daybreak crew every weekday for the best in-depth coverage of local, national and international news. Quebec Go To Download Page » DNTO DNTO invites you to make discoveries about who we really are - flawed,... DNTO invites you to make discoveries about who we really are - flawed, funny, and beautiful - one story at a time. Artsculture Go To Download Page » DNTO: Enhanced If you have iTunes or an iPod, you can now download and experience the... If you have iTunes or an iPod, you can now download and experience the Definitely Not the Opera enhanced podcast, complete with chapters, photos and links! The enhanced podcast format makes it easier for you to navigate through our weekly collection of highlights. It's like an audio slideshow on your iPod! Artsculture Go To Download Page » Edmonton AM CBC Radio's Mark Connolly is here weekdays on Edmonton AM for an in-de... CBC Radio's Mark Connolly is here weekdays on Edmonton AM for an in-depth look at the day's top stories. When Edmontonians tune in to Edmonton AM, host Ron Wilson provides the information they need to get ready for a day in their city. Alberta Go To Download Page » Edmonton: Radio Active Radio Active brings you an eye opening, entertaining slice of Edmonton... Radio Active brings you an eye opening, entertaining slice of Edmonton life. We'll update you on the latest news of the day, take you to what's going on right now and what's happening on weeknights. We'll let you know what you should know about your community. Alberta Go To Download Page » Glasner on Film CBC Radio Film Reviewer Eli Glasner shares his big screen thoughts on... CBC Radio Film Reviewer Eli Glasner shares his big screen thoughts on the latest and greatest movies appearing at theatre near you. Some cinema smarts (and snark) to go with your popcorn. Artsculture Go To Download Page » Grownups Read Things They Wrote as Kids Dan Misener invites brave Canadians to read their childhood writing...... Dan Misener invites brave Canadians to read their childhood writing...out loud in front of an audience. Embarrassing, moving, hilarious - all captured live during a 10-city tour. Recommended Go To Download Page » Head to Toe Head to Toe stops you on the street and peers into your closet ... Head to Toe stops you on the street and peers into your closet to ask, "What are you wearing, and why?" Host JJ Lee finds threads of vulnerability and surprise in our clothing and, through history and social science, peels back the layers to give us a new understanding of what we put on. Recommended Go To Download Page » HNIC on Sirius/XM Radio Every week day host Rob Pizzo is joined by Hockey Night in Canada's Ke... Every week day host Rob Pizzo is joined by Hockey Night in Canada's Kelly Hrudey, Craig Simpson, Cassie Campbell Pascall, as well as special guests to discuss and dissect the news of the day in the world of hockey. Sports Go To Download Page » Hockey Online Monika Platek is joined by members Hockey Night in Canada as well as s... Monika Platek is joined by members Hockey Night in Canada as well as special guests provide expert analysis of the Top hockey stories of the day. Sports Go To Download Page » How to Do It How to Do It takes an in-depth look at the questions Canadians are too... How to Do It takes an in-depth look at the questions Canadians are too afraid to ask, like how to disappear from your life and how to make someone fall in love with you. Each week we tackle a new situation we hope you never find yourself in. Artsculture Currentaffairsinformation Recommended Go To Download Page » Ideas Ideas is CBC Radio's program of contemporary thought.... Ideas is CBC Radio's program of contemporary thought. Documentaries Go To Download Page » Labrador Morning Hosted by Cindy Wall and Tony Dawson, the program keeps people informe... Hosted by Cindy Wall and Tony Dawson, the program keeps people informed about what's happening around them. Labradorians hear about it first on Labrador Morning. Newfoundlandandlabrador Go To Download Page » Laugh Out Loud CBC Radio's Laugh out Loud is Canada's new home for comedy. Every week... CBC Radio's Laugh out Loud is Canada's new home for comedy. Every week host Craig Norris features the best and funniest comics in the business. Recorded at festivals and comedy clubs across the country, LOL is the show to hear to stay on top of the Canadian comedy scene. From the famous to the found, LOL will bring you the funny every week. Comedy Go To Download Page » Live Through This No one turns the dial when the hero is hanging off the cliff. For 10 w... No one turns the dial when the hero is hanging off the cliff. For 10 weeks you'll hear extraordinary stories of survival - from the most extreme to the seemingly mundane, from mutinies at sea to desperately seeking silence. Everyone has something they're surviving.  Recommended Go To Download Page » Living Out Loud Living Out Loud is about your life and y... Living Out Loud is about your life and your stories. No 'pontificating experts' here, just people like you who take the microphone and show us what life is like where it's actually lived. Artsculture Documentaries Go To Download Page » Mansbridge One On One (Audio) Mansbridge One on One is CBC Television's weekly interview program, a ... Mansbridge One on One is CBC Television's weekly interview program, a half-hour of relaxed yet intimate dialogue with people who are changing the world around us, and the way we see it. Hosted by CBC Chief Correspondent Peter Mansbridge, the program welcomes an eclectic blend of newsmakers and thinkers you rarely see in conversation, from the world of politics, arts, business, science and sports. Tvaudio Go To Download Page » Maritime Magazine Maritime Magazine tells stories about issues and people throughout the... Maritime Magazine tells stories about issues and people throughout the region. We present documentaries prepared by Maritime journalists that take a thoughtful approach to the changes going on in our region. We talk about the things that pull us together as a region - and sometimes tear us apart! Newbrunswick Novascotia Pei Go To Download Page » Maritime Noon Maritime Noon delivers developing stories in the region, and keeps you... Maritime Noon delivers developing stories in the region, and keeps you up-to-date on breaking news. We track down the experts to help you make smart choices, and we always open the conversation up to you. It's about Maritimers talking to Maritimers. Join Host Norma Lee MacLeod every day for Maritime Noon. Newbrunswick Novascotia Pei Go To Download Page » Maritimes: At The Table At The Table is a late-night television series featuring engaging conv... At The Table is a late-night television series featuring engaging conversations with Maritimers. The half-hour programs introduce compelling guests from all walks of life. Tom Murphy and Amy Smith from CBC News in Nova Scotia, and Don Connolly, host of CBC Radio's Information Morning in Nova Scotia, will welcome guests At The Table.  Newbrunswick Novascotia Pei Go To Download Page » Maritimes: Download DOWNLOAD is a new kind of program designed for the Maritimes. Think of... DOWNLOAD is a new kind of program designed for the Maritimes. Think of it as a new television channel devoted to broadcasting comedy, drama, music and information programs all made in the Maritimes. Newbrunswick Novascotia Pei Video Go To Download Page » MB: Information Radio Manitobans start their day off right with Information Radio. Join us f... Manitobans start their day off right with Information Radio. Join us for a variety of stories and items, including news, sports, traffic, business, comedy and more. Manitoba Go To Download Page » Misener on Tech Online and on-air, Dan Misener's weekly column explores the latest dev... Online and on-air, Dan Misener's weekly column explores the latest developments in technology, the internet, and digital culture, and the impact they have on how Canadians live, work, and play.  Scienceandtech Go To Download Page » NB: Information Morning (Fredericton) Information Morning Fredericton is your daily survival guide. We bring... Information Morning Fredericton is your daily survival guide. We bring you the top stories from the city, the province - and around the world. We run the stories that matter to you. Newbrunswick Go To Download Page » NB: Information Morning (Moncton) Information Morning is the essential source of news and information fo... Information Morning is the essential source of news and information for radio listeners. The station broadcasts to the eastern half of New Brunswick from Campbellton to Cape Tormentine, and covers the cities of Moncton, Miramichi, Bathurst, Dieppe and Campbellton. Join the Information Morning Moncton team every weekday. Newbrunswick Go To Download Page » NB: Information Morning (Saint John) Information Morning in Saint John brings you all the news and infor... Information Morning in Saint John brings you all the news and information you need to start your day. We'll get you connected to your community, your country and the world. Without us, you won't know what's going on. Newbrunswick Go To Download Page » NB: Shift Shift is an energetic two and a half hours that connects people in the... Shift is an energetic two and a half hours that connects people in the province with the events of the day and with each other. Newbrunswick Go To Download Page » NB: Spin Reduxit Spin Reduxit is CBC New Brunswick's political blog. CBC reporters Jac... Spin Reduxit is CBC New Brunswick's political blog. CBC reporters Jacques Poitras and Daniel McHardie analyze the latest in New Brunswick politics and decode the spin emanating out of the provincial legislature. Newbrunswick Go To Download Page » Newshounds You've got to be first, but you've got to be right. That's what drives... You've got to be first, but you've got to be right. That's what drives the news business, and it's what drives CBC Radio's new quiz show.  Play along with host Adam Growe and two guest contestants, and discover how much attention you really did pay to the world this week. Recommended Go To Download Page » NL: Central Morning Show Join host Leigh Anne Power in Gander on the Central Newfoundland Morni... Join host Leigh Anne Power in Gander on the Central Newfoundland Morning Show. The show provides news along with current affairs items and stories of local interest from urban areas and the diverse rural communities surrounding the two towns. Newfoundlandandlabrador Go To Download Page » NL - Fisheries Broadcast Since going on the air in 1951, "The Broadcast," as it is affectionate... Since going on the air in 1951, "The Broadcast," as it is affectionately known, has been dedicated to covering stories about the fishing industry, reflecting the people and the communities that depend on the sea for their livelihood. Newfoundlandandlabrador Go To Download Page » NL: On Point Radio A live political call-in show, focusing on one provocative question ... A live political call-in show, focusing on one provocative question about the political news of the day/week. Newfoundlandandlabrador Go To Download Page » NL: Radio Noon Radio Noon is your stop for entertainment and information. The program... Radio Noon is your stop for entertainment and information. The program features Radio Noon Crosstalk, a phone-in segment with special guests. There is always a range of topics, from lifestyles to political and social issues. Newfoundlandandlabrador Go To Download Page » NL: St. John's Morning While you've been sleeping, the world has changed. The Morning Show ... While you've been sleeping, the world has changed. The Morning Show tells you how. We bring you the latest news; the stories that matter most, and the information you need. Newfoundlandandlabrador Go To Download Page » NL: The Weekend AM As comedian Andy Jones famously says, The Weekend Arts Magazine explor... As comedian Andy Jones famously says, The Weekend Arts Magazine explores our "Galoot of a culture." Join host Chris O'Neill-Yates as she tours artist studios and galleries, jumps on stage with clowns, comedians and musicians and chats with the province's latest literary lights. Stay connected to the province's many festivals and hear about the growing business of art on WAM. Newfoundlandandlabrador Go To Download Page » NL: West Coast Morning Show The people on the west coast of Newfoundland and in Southern Labrador ... The people on the west coast of Newfoundland and in Southern Labrador depend on The West Coast Morning Show to start their weekdays. The program offers national, regional and local news, weather and sports with a focus on items of interest to those living in Corner Brook and the surrounding area. Newfoundlandandlabrador Go To Download Page » NS: Information Morning Information Morning kick starts the day on mainland Nova Scotia with ... Information Morning kick starts the day on mainland Nova Scotia with news, survival information, compelling stories and opinions from all perspectives in the province. Novascotia Go To Download Page » NS: Mainstreet Halifax A lively and entertaining blend of national and regional news, interv... A lively and entertaining blend of national and regional news, interviews, book reviews and recipes, Mainstreet is designed to put Nova Scotia listeners back in touch with their communities at the end of the workday. Novascotia Go To Download Page » Ontario Morning Ontario Morning tells you what's happening in your world - whether it'... Ontario Morning tells you what's happening in your world - whether it's down the road or around the globe.Get the latest national and international news on World Report and local newscasts on the half-hour. Ontario Go To Download Page » Ontario Today Ontario Today invites listeners to get together for a province-wide co... Ontario Today invites listeners to get together for a province-wide conversation about the stories that affect you. Ontario Go To Download Page » Ottawa All In A Day All In A Day is Ottawa's number one afternoon drive program. Alan Neal... All In A Day is Ottawa's number one afternoon drive program. Alan Neal and the All In A Day team offer compelling local stories, as well as regional, national and international reports. Ontario Go To Download Page » PEI: Island Morning CBC Radio's Island Morning is a news and current affairs source for P... CBC Radio's Island Morning is a news and current affairs source for Prince Edward Island. Host Matt Rainnie and morning news editor Mitch Cormier talk about the issues that matter to islanders. Pei Go To Download Page » Power & Politics Get daily access to the movers and shakers when Evan Solomon interview... Get daily access to the movers and shakers when Evan Solomon interviews the country's most influential figures. From politicians to writers to leaders from all parts of the country. Tvaudio Go To Download Page » Q: The Podcast Q is Canada's liveliest arts, culture and entertainment magazine. It's... Q is Canada's liveliest arts, culture and entertainment magazine. It's a smart and surprising tour through personalities and cultural issues that matter to Canadians. Hosted by Jian Ghomeshi, Q covers pop culture and high arts alike. Q brings you big names, big ideas, and those paving the way in Canada's cultural community. Q is your cultural intervention! Artsculture Currentaffairsinformation Recommended Go To Download Page » Q: The Video Podcast Step into the world of arts, cultural affairs and entertainment with Q... Step into the world of arts, cultural affairs and entertainment with Q's Video Podcast. Subscribe to feature interviews with the people and personalities shaping, captivating, and challenging culture, delivered to your mobile device 3 times a week. Artsculture Currentaffairsinformation Video Go To Download Page » Quirks & Quarks Quirks & Quarks is Canada's award-winning national science program... Quirks & Quarks is Canada's award-winning national science program. Every week, host Bob McDonald  presents the people behind the latest discoveries in science, technology, medicine and the environment  - from the smallest sub-atomic particle to the largest objects in the sky and everything in between.  Scienceandtech Go To Download Page » Quirks & Quarks - Segments Quirks & Quarks is also available in segments: ... Quirks & Quarks is also available in segments: Scienceandtech Go To Download Page » ReVision Quest ReVision Quest is a convention-breaking radio show, hosted by Shuswap ... ReVision Quest is a convention-breaking radio show, hosted by Shuswap comedian Darrell Dennis, that explodes myths about Aboriginal life, and explores what it means to be First Nations in Canada today through story-telling, interviews and comedy. Artsculture Go To Download Page » Rewind It's all our best Radio One archive material! ... It's all our best Radio One archive material! Currentaffairsinformation Go To Download Page » Rex Murphy (Audio) From politics to pop culture, Rex Murphy brings a unique and always c... From politics to pop culture, Rex Murphy brings a unique and always controversial perspective to the news. This season, he'll also be checking in on what Canadians are saying about the stories that matter to them. Tvaudio Go To Download Page » Rex Murphy (Video) From politics to pop culture, Rex Murphy brings a unique and always c... From politics to pop culture, Rex Murphy brings a unique and always controversial perspective to the news. This season, he'll also be checking in on what Canadians are saying about the stories that matter to them. Video Go To Download Page » SK: The Morning Edition Every weekday, The Morning Edition examines urban and rural issues fro... Every weekday, The Morning Edition examines urban and rural issues from across Saskatchewan. Saskatchewan Go To Download Page » Spark Spark brings you the latest in technology and culture. With an eye on ... Spark brings you the latest in technology and culture. With an eye on the future, host Nora Young guides you through this dynamic era of technology-led change, and connects your life to the big ideas changing our world right now. Artsculture Scienceandtech Go To Download Page » Sudbury: Morning North Morning North is a weekday news and current affairs program hosted by ... Morning North is a weekday news and current affairs program hosted by Markus Schwabe, set in Sudbury, Ontario. Ontario Go To Download Page » Tapestry Tapestry explores spirituality, religion and the search for meaning. F... Tapestry explores spirituality, religion and the search for meaning. Find space for your soul every week. Artsculture Go To Download Page » The 180 The 180 is a show that's meant to get Canadians talking about what's ... The 180 is a show that's meant to get Canadians talking about what's going on in our country. Our playground? The issues that matter most to you wherever you live, coast to coast. Big city or small suburb, we'll bring you stories and points of view that get you going, and give you ways to get in on the debate. We want to start a national conversation, with you at the centre. Currentaffairsinformation Go To Download Page » The Best of The Sunday Edition A podcast of the best of this lively program with host Michael Enright... A podcast of the best of this lively program with host Michael Enright who tackles everything from politics to pop culture, in Canada and around the world. Artsculture Currentaffairsinformation Documentaries Go To Download Page » The Bugle and the Passing Bell Fifty years ago, CBC Radio devoted 17 hours to the voices and stories ... Fifty years ago, CBC Radio devoted 17 hours to the voices and stories of the men who fought in World War One. This summer, to mark the 100th anniversary of the outbreak of the war, documentary producer Steve Wadhams and host Beza Seife bring those voices and stories back to life. Recommended Go To Download Page » The Current The Current is a meeting place of perspectives, ideas and voices, with... The Current is a meeting place of perspectives, ideas and voices, with a fresh take on issues that affect Canadians today. Hosted by Anna Maria Tremonti, one of Canada's most trusted and listened-to journalists. Currentaffairsinformation Documentaries Recommended Go To Download Page » The Debaters For reasons associated with copyrights of creative content, we're unab... For reasons associated with copyrights of creative content, we're unable to offer episodes of The Debaters for free download via podcast; however, you can now purchase episodes of The Debaters with host Steve Patterson! Comedy Go To Download Page » The Hotstove The Hotstove pulls together Hockey Night's top journalists to discuss ... The Hotstove pulls together Hockey Night's top journalists to discuss the latest news and rumours from around the National Hockey League. The panel includes Ron MacLean, Pierre Lebrun, Mike Milbury, Glenn Healey and other regular guests. Sports Go To Download Page » The House Go behind the scenes in the world of Canadian politics with host Evan ... Go behind the scenes in the world of Canadian politics with host Evan Solomon and CBC reporters in the Parliamentary Bureau and across the country. Currentaffairsinformation Go To Download Page » The Irrelevant Show From the frustrations of daily life, to the absurdities of pop culture... From the frustrations of daily life, to the absurdities of pop culture, to absurd flights of fancy, you never know where the Irrelevant Show will take you next. Award-winning comedy recorded before a live audience in Edmonton. Comedy Go To Download Page » The Irrelevant Show: Sketches Download or listen to some of your favourite Irrelevant Show sketches ... Download or listen to some of your favourite Irrelevant Show sketches from the season, including Bee Circus, the Ben Mulroney song, and many more! Comedy Go To Download Page » The National On Demand CBC News' Chief Correspondent Peter Mansbridge hosts The National On ... CBC News' Chief Correspondent Peter Mansbridge hosts The National On Demand weekdays at 6:00 p.m. ET. It's a unique and dynamic digest of the day's top stories for people who are on the go and online, and a preview of what's coming up on The National. Video Go To Download Page » The Next Chapter CBC Radio's Shelagh Rogers travels the country, conversing with author... CBC Radio's Shelagh Rogers travels the country, conversing with authors and readers of all kinds. A new episode every Monday. Artsculture Go To Download Page » The North This Week The North This Week features the best stories from the past seven days... The North This Week features the best stories from the past seven days from Whitehorse to Yellowknife to Iqaluit. Expect to hear all kinds of great features from shows like A New Day and The Trailbreaker and many others. North Go To Download Page » The World This Weekend The World This Weekend is a half-hour news and information program. It... The World This Weekend is a half-hour news and information program. It wraps up the day's events on Saturdays and Sundays, bringing Canadians the latest developments on the stories of the day at home and around the world. Newscasts Go To Download Page » This is That This Is That is a current affairs program that doesn't just talk about... This Is That is a current affairs program that doesn't just talk about the issues, it fabricates them. Nothing's off limits--politics, business, culture, justice, science, religion--if it's relevant to Canadians, we'll find out the "This" and the "That" of the story. Each week, hosts Pat Kelly and Peter Oldring will introduce you to the voices that give this country character and through these stories provide a new perspective as to what it means to live in Canada. Comedy Go To Download Page » Thunder Bay: Superior Morning Superior Morning with Lisa Laco kicks off the CBC day in Thunder Bay a... Superior Morning with Lisa Laco kicks off the CBC day in Thunder Bay and northwestern Ontario with compelling, relevant, must hear stories. We reflect the full diversity of our city, provide a local lens on the country and world, and showcase our original journalism. Ontario Go To Download Page » Thunder Bay: Voyage North Voyage North with Cathy Alex connects listeners to the latest survival... Voyage North with Cathy Alex connects listeners to the latest survival information, the top stories of the day and what's coming up that night. While rooted in Thunder Bay, the program is alive with the sound, spirit and activity of Northwestern Ontario. Ontario Go To Download Page » Toronto: Metro Morning Metro Morning with Matt Galloway keeps listeners informed about what's... Metro Morning with Matt Galloway keeps listeners informed about what's going on in Toronto and offers listeners an optimistic, sometimes humorous view of the world, together with the day's more serious news. Ontario Go To Download Page » Under The Influence Take an unprecedented ride through the hallways of the ad industry.Take an unprecedented ride through the hallways of the ad industry. Host and adman Terry O'Reilly explores why we make the shopping decisions we make, and how we are influenced by words, colours and images. He tells stories of the remarkable creativity found at the higher realms of marketing, and analyzes the ads we love to hate. Under The Influence not a show about advertising. It's a show about life through the lens of advertising. Artsculture Go To Download Page » Vinyl Cafe Stories The stories and misadventures of Dave, the owner of the "Vinyl Cafe", ... The stories and misadventures of Dave, the owner of the "Vinyl Cafe", the world's smallest record store, where the motto is "We may not be big, but we're small." Artsculture Go To Download Page » What a Waste CBC Radio science columnist Torah Kachur starts from the premise that ... CBC Radio science columnist Torah Kachur starts from the premise that there is no such thing as waste, just wasted resources. As we try to clean up the mess we've made of the planet, Torah explores what can be done with everything from our leftover food to our nuclear detritus. Recommended Go To Download Page » White Coat, Black Art Dr. Brian Goldman takes listeners through the swinging doors of hospi... Dr. Brian Goldman takes listeners through the swinging doors of hospitals and doctors' offices, behind the curtain where the gurney lies. Currentaffairsinformation Scienceandtech Go To Download Page » WireTap WireTap invites you to eavesdrop on a mix of funny, thoughtful and unp... WireTap invites you to eavesdrop on a mix of funny, thoughtful and unpredictable stories and conversations.  Whether it's a tale about what it's like to date Lois Lane after she's broken up with Superman or an interview with a man who works as a ketchup sommelier, you never quite know where WireTap and host Jonathan Goldstein will take you. Comedy Go To Download Page » WireTap Ringtones Here you can download the official ringtones of WireTap from CBC Radio... Here you can download the official ringtones of WireTap from CBC Radio. Announce yourself as a proud member of the WireTap army with every ring of your phone. Comedy Go To Download Page » Word of Mouth Join CBC Radio producer and language fanatic Colleen Ross for Word of ... Join CBC Radio producer and language fanatic Colleen Ross for Word of Mouth, her monthly podcast about the ever-evolving English language. She pokes her nose into everything from trends in grammar and vocabulary to how multiculturalism, technology, politics and Hollywood affect the way we talk. Artsculture Go To Download Page » Word of the Week C'est la vie's Word of the Week is a window into the life of French-sp... C'est la vie's Word of the Week is a window into the life of French-speaking Canadians -- one word at a time. Artsculture Go To Download Page » Writers & Company Host Eleanor Wachtel explores the lives, thoughts and works of remarka... Host Eleanor Wachtel explores the lives, thoughts and works of remarkable writers from around the world. Artsculture Go To Download Page » No results found in: All Podcasts Recommended Category Arts & Culture Comedy Current Affairs & Information Documentaries News Science & Tech TV Audio Video Regions British Columbia Alberta Saskatchewan Manitoba Ontario Quebec New Brunswick Prince Edward Island Nova Scotia Newfoundland & Labrador North: NWT, Nunavut & Yukon Additional Podcasts Sports CBC Music Radio-Canada Try in : All Podcasts All Podcasts Recommended Category Arts & Culture Comedy Current Affairs & Information Documentaries News Science & Tech TV Audio Video Regions British Columbia Alberta Saskatchewan Manitoba Ontario Quebec New Brunswick Prince Edward Island Nova Scotia Newfoundland & Labrador North: NWT, Nunavut & Yukon Additional Podcasts Sports CBC Music Radio-Canada A- Z Z-A 5 per page 10 per page 20 per page view all       CBC Global Footer CBC.ca Aboriginal Books Contests Digital Archives Documentaries Kids Kids' CBC Preschool Music News Parents Program Guide Radio Sports Television Subscriptions CBC Player CBC Shop Corporate About CBC Transparency and Accountability Jobs Production Facilities Mobile Production Rentals Ombudsman CBC: Get the Facts Independent Producers Public Appearances Pitch a Radio or Audio Program Program and Content Sales Archive Sales Educational Sales Image Research Library & Still Photos Consumer Recordings Digital TV Stay Connected Mobile RSS Podcasts Member Services:Newsletters & Alerts CBC Links Terms Of Use Reuse & Permissions Advertise Privacy Site Map Help Contact Us CBC Radio-Canada Copyright © CBC 2014 cbc.radio-canada.ca cbc.ca radio-canada.ca)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13860&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 1998 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 10, Number 7, May/June 1998 Students need mirrors and windows by Jan Eastman The Canadian Teachers’ Federation is an alliance of 13 provincial and territorial teachers’ organizations representing more than 246,000 elementary and secondary teachers in Canada’s publicly supported schools. CTF is committed to ensuring that Canada’s schools model and promote an appreciation of diversity. Through Canada’s schools, families, communities, parents, teachers, and students work toward replacing ignorance with understanding and hostility with respect. Fostering the development of mature, responsible citizens requires an atmosphere that is safe, respectful, and honest. As the attached policy indicates, CTF believes that the concept of human rights extends to the rights of children. The right to have a child’s family treated with respect is fundamental. Unfortunately, some children discover that they are part of families that are excluded or feared. Children need opportunities to authenticate their own experiences and appreciate the diversity of others’ experiences. Modern curricula have recognized that students need exposure to diversity if they are to contribute to a dynamic and changing world. Encountering only “traditional” families in classroom materials is no more appropriate than encountering only “white” families. This requirement is sometimes referred to as “mirrors and windows.” At every age, students need curricula and materials that validate or “mirror” their experiences. They need to see themselves in what they learn about. But mirrors are not enough. “Windows” afford opportunities to see beyond personal experience and opinions. Windows can be explorations of art, history, theatre, geography, literature, or current events. Both mirrors and windows must be placed at the correct height if they are to be useful. Good curriculum is appropriate to children’s developmental stages. Encouraging good citizenship among primary students is different from exploring changing definitions of citizenship with older students—but the lessons of respectful listening learned in Grade 1 may lay the foundation of appreciating democracy’s compromises in senior school. The appropriate heights may change, but the need for curricular mirrors and windows does not. The suggestion that when it comes to family diversity—in particular, to same-sex parents—children are better off without mirrors and windows is flawed. Lacking the tools, children find substitutes. Gossip, prejudice, and half-truths flourish under such circumstances. When schools are silent in the face of prejudice and hatred, the silence is understood as complicity. Schools can’t avoid dealing with issues such as homophobia. They can either remain silent, or they can attempt to foster attitudes that encourage respect and discourage ignorance. No sensible person would conclude that striving toward this goal means teaching the political history of the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms to young children. Such mirrors and windows would be far too high. There are other, appropriate, ways of gently encouraging even very young students to see their own families, and other students’ families, as worthy, caring environments. Judging the age and subject appropriateness of materials such as books is part of the skill and responsibility of teachers. They require the autonomy to act on their professional judgment. Teachers need to be free to select mirrors and windows if Canada’s students are to develop into mature adults who appreciate the rights and responsibilities all citizens share. Jan Eastman is president of the Canadian Teachers’ Federation. This is a copy of the letter sent to Joseph Arvay, legal council, suing the Surrey School District over the banned-books issue. CTF Policy 5.7 5.7 Teachers, Children’s Rights and Education 5.7.1 Children’s Rights 5.7.1.1 All children have the right to the protection, care, and affection of adults who are responsible for them. (1988) 5.7.1.2 All children have the right to an environment which fosters their physical, emotional, social, ethical, aesthetic, and intellectual development. (1988) 5.7.1.3 All children have the right to an appropriate free public school education. (1988) 5.7.1.4 All children have the rights, privileges and benefits offered and obligations identified by the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms, subject only to such reasonable limits as can be demonstrably justified in a free and democratic society. (1988) 5.7.1.5 All children have the responsibility, within the limitations of their developmental stage, to respect the rights of others. (1988) 5.7.1.6 All children have the right to be presumed competent, within the limitations of their developmental stage. (1988))
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/SocialJustice.aspx?id=6174,BCTF > Comparative child labour standards across Canada  	BCTF Social Justice  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources   For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Social Justice > Issues > Child Labour Comparative child labour standards across Canada Labour laws dealing with employing children vary from province to province. All, however, make a distinction between adults and children (including young people) in the workforce. All provinces entrench the responsibility to set specific working conditions either in regulations or through a permitting process. Should the Bill 37 pass, B.C. would have the weakest legislation for children in the workplace. Examples:  Saskatchewan—children under 16 cannot be employed  at a construction site in a production process at a saw mill in a forestry or logging operation in a refinery or metal processing   Alberta—12–14 year olds cannot be employed for  more than two hours on a school day more than eight hours on other days between the hours of 9 p.m. and 6 a.m. NOTE: Alberta does not have labour standards for paid child farm workers. The Farmworkers Union of Alberta is seeking support for child labour legislation.   Manitoba—children under 16 cannot work  in a designated trade   New Brunswick—children under 16 cannot be employed  more than six hours a day more than three hours on a school day between 10 p.m and 6 a.m.   " Legislators in Canada have also recognized the fact that due to various factors including lack of experience and training, young workers are more at risk than others in the workplace, and for this reason have set a minimum age for working in more hazardous occupations or environments."  Labour Law Analysis - Strategic Policy and International Labour Affairs HRDC 2001 Report   About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "Gr8 event honoring Taiwan ROC w many friends @douglasbing @marvinhunt4bc @KerryLynneFindl @mhlchiu26 @prairiechinois http://t.co/85TUCQsbrI" @John_Yap - 05:40pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "#FunFriday Fact: #BC has the highest small business employment in Canada. October is Small Business Month! Check out: http://t.co/20bcLmlvFP" @bcliberals - 03:55pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7754,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 6, April 2005 Will school boards be back in the red after the election? by Noel Herron Funding freeze looms after 2006 Only three small newspapers across the province zeroed in on the alarming likelihood that once the BC Liberals’ increased pre-election education funding grant was accounted for, that school boards would find themselves back in the red after the election. School trustees, parents, and other education partners emerging from four years of damaging, cumulative cutbacks were so pleased that, their cash-strapped schools were about to begin a rebuilding process that most of them missed the looming funding freeze the BC Liberals had cleverly inserted into their three-year, projected plan. But the proposed rebuilding of schools and, with it, the hope of sustained reinvesting with stable funding vanishes once the pre-election funding is spent, after 2006, as the appallingly inadequate $20 million for 60 school districts is divided up across the province. And now that the initial euphoria is evaporating, B.C. secretary treasurers who have done the math are pointing with growing alarm to projected deficits for many, if not all, school boards in 2006–07 and 2007–08. Thus, on examination, what we have in place, after the initial boost, is an ipso facto funding freeze for public schools in B.C. over the next few years. (See table.) Using their massive public relations machine (30 press releases in education alone, not counting recycled announcements, since January), the BC Liberals are once more endeavouring to bamboozle a dubious public that they are adequately funding public schools. Their ongoing doublespeak drew an outraged letter recently, to the Nelson Now newspaper, from Bruce Schimpf, principal of Salmo Elementary School, who wrote: "There are times when one gets so angry when reading the [Liberal] news releases in the paper that one has to respond..." In one particular piece of the article Mr. Sufferdine (the local Liberal MLA) suggests that there have been no cuts to education since the Liberal government has taken over. Bruce Schimpf nails the issue on the head when he points out, "The influx of millions of dollars is, in my opinion, simply a good portion of the money that was taken from the education system in the past few years and now as an election approaches is simply being returned. Somewhat similar to what the government has done to the healthcare system, money being taken away and now being miraculously returned to the system. Hello Mr. Campbell, the people of the Kootenays are not that naive." You will be told that the provincial government is generously funding public schools, that the per student grant is at record levels, and on and on with the self-congratulatory and deceptive bulletins. But when the projected provincial $20 million annual grant is divided up across the province, school board budgets will tell a vastly different tale. Even with the current boost in election funding, a few boards will be compelled to run deficits this year. The sad but undeniable fact remains: Despite the BC Liberals’ manipulation of figures, if re-elected, based on their three-year service plan, they will again put in place a pattern of three years of cutbacks followed by a substantial infusion of funding on the eve of another election. This yo-yo funding pattern guarantees instability in our public school system, with cuts to programs, services, and supports for our students the order of the day. The all too familiar pattern of staff layoffs will start all over again, Education funding is not a tap that you turn off between elections and turn on when you are seeking re-election. No wonder a recent national poll finds that politicians head the list of people who are viewed with tremendous distrust by an increasingly skeptical public. It must be stated, with great clarity, that the provincial government’s $20 million will not even cover the basic, ongoing statutory and non-statutory costs that school boards must meet over the next few years: pensions and benefits, BC Hydro heating bills, a new provincial student information system, provincial curriculum initiatives imposed with no added implementation funding, increased transportation costs, and other inflationary costs. The projected Consumer Price Index are 2.6% for 2006 and 2.9% for 2007, while the proposed provincial increase of $20 million to school boards amounts to a pathetic increase of 0.5% of the total provincial education budget. Once more, the Liberals are planning to download costs to school boards. Recall the unfunded increase in teachers’ salaries in 2002, that was suddenly dumped on boards and the all too familiar smoke and mirrors game the BC Liberals play so well with education underfunding emerges. Their repeated use of one-time grants, criticized by school trustees at the trustees’ recent annual general meeting, which provide only temporary relief from cost pressures, will continue. One hopes that that trenchant old adage, "You can fool some of the people all of the time, and all of the people some of the time, but you can’t fool all of the people all of the time," comes into full play during the election now under way. One person the BC Liberals are not fooling is Bruce Schimpf, the principal of Salmo Elementary School, in the Kootenays. Year Funding 2005–06 $150 million 2006–07 $20 million 2007–08 $20 million Source: Ministry of Education operating budget document, p.1, March15, 2005 Noel Herron is a Vancouver School Board trustee. He chairs the VSB’s Personnel and Staff Services Committee. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=30307&printPage=true,BCTF News Releases  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2013 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  June 7, 2012 BC teachers congratulate new education minister  The teachers of BC want to congratulate Surrey-Fleetwood MLA Peter Fassbender on his appointment to serve in cabinet as minister of education.  “We look forward to working with Minister Fassbender as we continue our efforts to negotiate a collective agreement that meets the needs of students and teachers across BC,” said Susan Lambert, president of the BC Teachers’ Federation.   The BCTF bargaining team has been in talks with representatives of the BC Public School Employers’ Association since the beginning of February. Negotiations have been moving forward on a number of issues, but there is uncertainty due to the lack of resources at the table to meet the clear need for a fair deal for teachers and better support for students, especially those with special needs.  In the past decade, per-student funding in BC has fallen to the lowest in Canada. It is now almost $1,000 per student below the national average, according to the latest Statistics Canada data. With the lowest student-educator ratio in the country, it would require BC to hire 6,600 more teachers just to get up to the national average.  Last week the BCTF wrote to Premier Christy Clark requesting a meeting to discuss the challenges facing public education in BC. Lambert noted that Clark has publicly stated that she wants to work with the labour movement and especially that she wants to achieve labour peace in schools. “More than anyone else, teachers want harmony and stability in our public education system,” Lambert said. “However, any successful agreement will have to address the chronic underfunding in BC schools that has left parents scrambling to fundraise millions of dollars to supplement inadequate learning resources, and teachers struggling to meet diverse student needs in overcrowded classrooms.”  Lambert also stated that any fair deal would further respect teachers’ right to free collective bargaining, a right that has been reaffirmed by the BC Supreme Court in a landmark ruling. “We recognize that massive change can’t happen overnight, but we do need to see a commitment to a plan that will mean smaller classes, more support for students with special needs, and a fair deal for teachers,” Lambert said. -  30  - For more information, contact Nancy Knickerbocker, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell).)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=28139,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 25, Number 2, October 2012   Looking back  By Chris Bocking   70 years ago October 1942—A few years ago the problem of unemployed youth was staring this country in the face. Nobody wanted to give the out-of-school boy of 1934 a job; nobody was willing to pay to keep him in school. So he drifted. He wandered aimlessly from one end of Canada to the other seeing the country from the top of a box-car. He stood around street corners watching life go by, or hung around the school grounds quarreling with the other boys when they came out to play. Now the youth is coming back in the role of the hometown boy who ran away and returned rich to bask in the warmth of the other boys’ envy. He has one pocket full of candy and another full of cigarettes and he is very generous with both. These young people need guidance and there seems to be no way of giving it to them. The school has lost touch with them, and parents are frequently just as bewildered. – The BC Teacher  50 years ago Sept./Oct. 1962—Many local associations now face pressure from their school boards to embark upon projects in payment of teachers according to merit. One consideration often overlooked by the advocates of merit pay is the complex interplay of factors in the educational process. No teacher is entitled to sole credit for the achievement of the pupils who are temporarily under his jurisdiction. His apparently meritorious record may be due in various measures to the effective preparation of the youngsters by excellent teaching in earlier grades, to the inspiration they may gain from other teachers in the current grade, and to constructive influences exerted by home and community. It seems manifestly unfair that a teacher should receive, or be denied, individual merit recognition on the basis of a record which has been influenced by so many factors which are beyond his control. – The BC Teacher  30 years ago Sept./Oct. 1982—The crisis for education is not only an economic one. The provincial government is actively discrediting the public system of education and denigrating the people who work in it. Teachers are being told by provincial government that they must sacrifice either part of their salaries or one in 10 of their colleagues. You may have regarded that as a reasonable request, given the tenor of the times, or as a form of extortion not normally associated with civilized urbane societies. The propaganda mills—and the Bennett government is one huge propaganda mill—will be churning out the story that teachers, like other workers, were victims of the slumping world economy, of high interest rates, of a distressed housing market in the USA, of a decline in demand for BC’s resources, of a subsequent loss of revenues, and the need to share the burden. – The BC Teacher  10 years ago Sept./Oct. 2002—The Campbell government knew within days of the election that its proposed tax cuts would sink provincial finances and force cuts to health, education, and other public programs. But despite the reports, the premier continued to publicly claim the cuts would pay for themselves. Throughout the 2001 provincial election, the BC Liberals stated their proposed tax reductions would be self-financing and not result in drastic cuts to public-sector programs. However, documents obtained by CUPE show the Ministry of Finance was conducting studies within days of the election that examined both the impact of the tax cuts and of slashing public services to pay for those cuts. – Teacher Newsmagazine  Chris Bocking, Keating Elementary School, Saanich    Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/gvta?lang=fa,Victoria Teachers (@gvta) | Twitter توییتر زمینه جستجو جستجو جستجوهای ذخیره شده حذف حساب تایید شده @ کاربران پیشنهادی حساب تایید شده @ حساب تایید شده @ زبان: فارسی العربية Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 حساب کاربری دارید؟ ورود تازه واردید؟ همین امروز بپیوندید » ورود تلفن٬ ایمیل یا نام کاربری گذرواژه (رمز عبور) ورود مرا به یاد داشته باش گذرواژه خود را فراموش کرده‌اید؟ از طریق پیامک از توییتر استفاده میکنید؟ Victoria Teachers @gvta توييت‌ها ۱٬۹۰۷ عکس‌ها/ویدئوها ۱۵۵ دنبال‌شونده‌ها ۵۶۹ دنبال‌كننده‌ها ۹۶۷ برگزیده‌ها ۱۶۱   بیشتر برگزیده‌ها فهرست‌ها باصدا کردن @gvta بی‌صدا کردن @gvta دنبال کنید دنبال می‌کنید دنبال نكن مسدود شده‌ درآوردن از حالت مسدود در انتظار لغو Victoria Teachers @gvta The Greater Victoria Teachers' Association represents approximately 1500 teachers in SD61. We are a local of the @BCTF, a union of professionals. Victoria BC gvta.net در مهر ۱۳۸۹ ه‍.ش. پیوسته است ۱۵۵ عکس و ویدیوی جدید توييت‌ها توييت‌ها توییت ها و پاسخ ها Victoria Teachers retweeted BCTF @bctf  ·  ۲۸ شهریور Results of 2014 ratfication vote: yes 86% (27275 votes), no 14% (4392). 31741 ballots returned. | #bced #bcpoli پاسخ ۰ reply بازتوییت بازتوییت شده ۴۳۸ retweets ۴۳۸ برگزیدن برگزیده شده ۱۲۱ favorites ۱۲۱ بیشتر قراردادن توییت در سایت خود Capital, British Columbia Victoria Teachers retweeted Renay M. @renaymo  ·  ۲۸ شهریور Whatever you decide, we are proud of you! @gvta #bctf you made #bced matter again. We won't forget. Thank you, #teachers #bcpoli پاسخ ۰ reply بازتوییت بازتوییت شده ۶ retweets ۶ برگزیدن برگزیده شده ۱۰ favorites ۱۰ بیشتر قراردادن توییت در سایت خود Victoria Teachers retweeted Benula Larsen @BenulaLarsen  ·  ۲۵ شهریور We knew he is alive!Elvis supporting Vic teachers on Blanshard. @bctf @gvta pic.twitter.com/pArhPBOpuu مشاهده عکس‌ها و ویدیوهای بیشتر پاسخ ۰ reply بازتوییت بازتوییت شده ۳ retweets ۳ برگزیدن برگزیده شده ۳ favorites ۳ بیشتر قراردادن توییت در سایت خود Victoria Teachers retweeted Benula Larsen @BenulaLarsen  ·  ۲۵ شهریور Victoria Teachers at Blanshard and Bay Wow!!! Spirits are high @bctf @gvta pic.twitter.com/vpXBLQySFY مشاهده عکس‌ها و ویدیوهای بیشتر پاسخ ۰ reply بازتوییت بازتوییت شده ۲ retweets ۲ برگزیدن برگزیده شده ۲ favorites ۲ بیشتر قراردادن توییت در سایت خود Victoria Teachers retweeted Benula Larsen @BenulaLarsen  ·  ۲۵ شهریور Victoria teachers fanning out on Blanshard st. Corner of Blanshard n Hillside @bctf @gvta pic.twitter.com/019VmmTNWn مشاهده عکس‌ها و ویدیوهای بیشتر پاسخ ۰ reply بازتوییت بازتوییت شده ۵ retweets ۵ برگزیدن برگزیده شده ۲ favorites ۲ بیشتر قراردادن توییت در سایت خود Victoria Teachers دنبال کرد chris bromige و Vini باصدا کردن @cbromige بی‌صدا کردن @cbromige دنبال کنید دنبال می‌کنید دنبال نكن مسدود شده‌ درآوردن از حالت مسدود در انتظار لغو chris bromige @cbromige dad, husband, educator باصدا کردن @volimhvar بی‌صدا کردن @volimhvar دنبال کنید دنبال می‌کنید دنبال نكن مسدود شده‌ درآوردن از حالت مسدود در انتظار لغو Vini @volimhvar Educator in BC, mom, lifelong learner, traveler, hockey fan, art lover Victoria Teachers retweeted Bob Lilyholm @blilyholm  ·  ۲۵ شهریور The King showing support for #bced down Blanshard @bctf @gvta pic.twitter.com/2w3FCWHCtb مشاهده عکس‌ها و ویدیوهای بیشتر پاسخ ۰ reply بازتوییت بازتوییت شده ۱ retweet ۱ برگزیدن برگزیده شده ۲ favorites ۲ بیشتر قراردادن توییت در سایت خود Victoria Teachers retweeted Gregor Craigie @GregorCraigie  ·  ۲۵ شهریور @gvta Pres Benula Larsen tells me teachers are happy BUT waiting to read fine print on tentative #bced deal. LISTEN: https://soundcloud.com/cbcvictoria/victoria-teachers-association-president-benula-larsen-on-tentative-deal … SoundCloud اجرا کن مشاهده عکس‌ها و ویدیوهای بیشتر پاسخ ۰ reply بازتوییت بازتوییت شده ۴ retweets ۴ برگزیدن برگزیده شده ۱ favorite ۱ بیشتر قراردادن توییت در سایت خود Victoria Teachers retweeted Gregor Craigie @GregorCraigie  ·  ۲۵ شهریور IF #bced deal is just about wages @gvta Pres Larsen says "it would be shameful... I hope there's at least some extra $ for classroom #bcpoli پاسخ ۰ reply بازتوییت بازتوییت شده ۳ retweets ۳ برگزیدن برگزیده شده ۱ favorite ۱ بیشتر قراردادن توییت در سایت خود Victoria Teachers retweeted Ben Isitt @Ben_Isitt  ·  ۲۵ شهریور Congratulations @bctf on standing up for Public Education & reaching tentative agreement with BC government. Solidarity forever #bced @gvta پاسخ ۰ reply بازتوییت بازتوییت شده ۶ retweets ۶ برگزیدن برگزیده شده ۲ favorites ۲ بیشتر قراردادن توییت در سایت خود Victoria Teachers retweeted Steven Toleikis @knowledgequest_  ·  ۲۴ شهریور “Fully funded schools make strong communities” - Standing up for #bced public ed on Foul & Oak Bay, Victoria @gvta pic.twitter.com/YZOE58R50B مشاهده عکس‌ها و ویدیوهای بیشتر پاسخ ۰ reply بازتوییت بازتوییت شده ۷ retweets ۷ برگزیدن برگزیده شده ۸ favorites ۸ بیشتر قراردادن توییت در سایت خود Victoria Teachers @gvta  ·  ۲۲ شهریور Do you have your apple pin yet? Easy & cheap to DIY. Wear one close to your & carry extras to share! #bced pic.twitter.com/k8pfvQpqxl مشاهده عکس‌ها و ویدیوهای بیشتر پاسخ ۰ reply بازتوییت بازتوییت شده ۵ retweets ۵ برگزیدن برگزیده شده ۲ favorites ۲ بیشتر قراردادن توییت در سایت خود Victoria Teachers @gvta  ·  ۲۲ شهریور Class size & composition: the last 15 years in one little table by @taraehrcke. http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2014/09/class-size-and-composition-short-visual.html … #bced pic.twitter.com/BqLwQiek9g مشاهده عکس‌ها و ویدیوهای بیشتر پاسخ ۰ reply بازتوییت بازتوییت شده ۱۹ retweets ۱۹ برگزیدن برگزیده شده ۵ favorites ۵ بیشتر قراردادن توییت در سایت خود Victoria Teachers retweeted Dana Bjornson @physicsfuntime  ·  ۲۲ شهریور Today on the line: waves, honks, yogurt parfaits, 1 banana, nurses, & 1 music video. { @gvta} https://itunes.apple.com/app/id568780324  pic.twitter.com/72ejznKLxf مشاهده عکس‌ها و ویدیوهای بیشتر پاسخ ۰ reply بازتوییت بازتوییت شده ۳ retweets ۳ برگزیدن برگزیده شده ۶ favorites ۶ بیشتر قراردادن توییت در سایت خود Victoria Teachers retweeted Ross Gilbert @rssglbrt  ·  ۲۱ شهریور @gvta @bctf Picket Line Comment of the Day from passing motorist, "Don't you DARE give up on this." #bced پاسخ ۰ reply بازتوییت بازتوییت شده ۲۱ retweets ۲۱ برگزیدن برگزیده شده ۱۲ favorites ۱۲ بیشتر قراردادن توییت در سایت خود Victoria Teachers retweeted Jason @JasoncormierMe  ·  ۲۱ شهریور @globeandmail @keithbaldrey @bctf @gvta @glenhansman from Colquitz Middle School Victoria BC pic.twitter.com/3ldPZW9CzJ مشاهده عکس‌ها و ویدیوهای بیشتر پاسخ ۰ reply بازتوییت بازتوییت شده ۲ retweets ۲ برگزیدن برگزیده شده ۳ favorites ۳ بیشتر قراردادن توییت در سایت خود Victoria Teachers retweeted Dana Bjornson @physicsfuntime  ·  ۲۰ شهریور My best #bced #chalkthewalk so far! #mulletsrule { @bctf @gvta} pic.twitter.com/Pga1T2yTdT مشاهده عکس‌ها و ویدیوهای بیشتر پاسخ ۰ reply بازتوییت بازتوییت شده ۷ retweets ۷ برگزیدن برگزیده شده ۷ favorites ۷ بیشتر قراردادن توییت در سایت خود Victoria Teachers @gvta  ·  ۲۱ شهریور Thank you HEU! @HospEmpUnion @sookekidsmatter @SaanichTeachers @bctf دیدن گفتگو پاسخ ۰ reply بازتوییت بازتوییت شده ۰ retweet برگزیدن برگزیده شده ۳ favorites ۳ بیشتر قراردادن توییت در سایت خود Victoria Teachers retweeted HEU @HospEmpUnion  ·  ۲۰ شهریور HEU RJH Local providing @sookekidsmatter @gvta @SaanichTeachers with $250 each to support local teachers. #bced pic.twitter.com/LSu2N24sjT BCTF و HEU مشاهده عکس‌ها و ویدیوهای بیشتر پاسخ ۰ reply بازتوییت بازتوییت شده ۳۳ retweets ۳۳ برگزیدن برگزیده شده ۲۴ favorites ۲۴ بیشتر قراردادن توییت در سایت خود ممکن است توییتر بسیار شلوغ باشد یا اینکه دچار یک وقفه موقت شده باشد. دوباره سعی کنید برای اطلاعات بیشتر از وضعیت توییتر دیدن کنید. بستن Victoria Teachers دنبال کرد هیچ به روزرسانی از Victoria Teachers را از دست ندهید Victoria BC · تغییر Twitter © 2014 درباره راهنما اطلاعات آگهی بستن موضوعات داغ موضوعات داغ متناسب با سلیقه شما موضوعات پرطرفدار راهی منحصر به فرد برای در جریان قرار گرفتن از آنچه که برایتان مهم است فراهم می‌کند. این انتخاب‌ها بر اساس مکان شما و کسانی که دنبال می‌‌‌‌‌کنید تنظیم می‌شوند. تغییر نگاه داشتن موضوعات داغ متناسب با سلیقه شما دریافت موضوعات داغ جهانی تایید پنهان کن بستن قبلی بعدی بستن برو به نمایه یک شخص جستجوهای ذخیره شده حذف حساب تایید شده @ کاربران پیشنهادی حساب تایید شده @ حساب تایید شده @ بستن بازتوییت برای دنبال کنندگان شما؟ لغو بازتوییت بستن آیا مطمئن هستید که می‌خواهید این توییت را پاک کنید؟ لغو حذف بستن مسدود کردن لغو مسدود کردن افزودن موقعیت مکانی به توییت‌ها اگر توییت شما حاوی اطلاعات مکانی باشد، توییتر آن مکان را ذخیره می‌کند. شما می‌توانید موقعیت مکانی خود را قبل از فرستادن هر توییت خاموش/روشن کنید، و همیشه این امکان را دارید که تاریخچه‌ موقعیت‌های مکانی را از توییت‌های خود حذف کنید. بیشتر بدانید فعال‌ کردن مکان‌یابی الان نه غیرفعال کردن مکان‌یابی بستن خلاصه نمایه بستن فهرست‌های شما بستن ایجاد یک فهرست تازه نام فهرست شرح کمتر از ١٠٠ حرف، اختیاری فهرست‌ها: حریم خصوصی عمومی · همه می‌توانند این فهرست را دنبال کنند خصوصی · فقط شما میتوانید به این فهرست دسترسی داشته باشید ذخیره فهرست بستن بستن قراردادن این توییت در سایت خود این توییت را با کپی کردن کد زیر به وب‌سایت خود اضافه کنید Learn more مشکلی در اتصال به سرور به وجود آمد. دوباره امتحان می کنید؟ شامل توییت اولیه شامل رسانه غیرنوشتاری پیش‌نمایش بستن عضو توییتر شوید مشترک توییتر نیستید؟ نام نویسی کنید تا از آنچه که برای شما مهم است با خبر شده و هم به شکل آنی در جریان رویدادهای تازه قرار بگیرید. حساب کاربری دارید؟ ورود » بستن کدهای کوتاه (ارسال و دریافت) دو طرفه: کشور کد برای مشتریانِ ایالات متحده آمریکا 40404 (هر) کانادا 21212 (هر) انگلیس 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 برزیل 40404 Nextel, TIM هاییتی 40404 Digicel, Voila ایرلند 51210 Vodafone, O2 هند 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance اندونزی 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata ایتالیا 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » کدهای پیام کوتاه را برای دیگر کشورها مشاهده کنید بستن تایید)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "RT @nationalpost: Tories' temporary foreign worker overhaul is 'tragically misdirected': Christy Clark http://t.co/EV5YPyV9lC" @John_Yap - 02:49pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7850,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 2, October 2004 Valuable lessons from a student by Sarah Wethered The first time I met Mading Angeth, he had come into our school library clutching a biography of President John F. Kennedy. Short for his 13 years, and painfully thin, Mading told me in faltering English that a missionary had given him the book, and it was his prized possession. As a teacher-librarian, I knew that the biography was much too difficult for him. I tried to convince him he needed something at an easier reading level, but Mading was adamant. It was quite a battle to persuade him to choose another book, but he eventually did. With this memory of a stubborn boy fresh in my mind, I was apprehensive when I saw his name on the list of students assigned to my ESL class. But from the very first day, Mading was extremely respectful and eager to learn. Little did I know that he would teach me much more than I would teach him. Over the semester, I learned more about him. Born in Sudan, Mading had not lived with his parents since he was eight years old, when he was forcibly recruited as a child soldier. During his training, a rival army attacked the village where they were posted. The villagers fled in a mass exodus into Kenya, Mading along with them. There, he lived in a refugee camp and had the chance to receive some schooling. Three years ago, he came to Canada under the auspices of the United Nations. He currently lives with other Sudanese refugees, his "brothers." Surviving members of Mading’s biological family are scattered around the world. Other family members, including his father, perished in Sudan’s civil war. Mading taught our class how lucky we are to have the right to an education. When I got upset at the students for not handing in their homework, Mading also chastised them. He told his classmates how so many children in his home country would love to have this chance, instead of fighting a war. At first, some of the more affluent students teased Mading because he always wore the same clothes. But he told them how he would rather be alive in Canada, although living in poverty, than dead in Sudan. The teasing stopped immediately. Mading taught us that no dream is too large. His dream is to return one day to Sudan and help govern the country. I believe that he will achieve it. I remember Mading’s speech to our class about Arnold Schwarzenegger, how he came to America with only a few dollars in his pocket and became the highest-paid actor in Hollywood. Now he’s the governor. Why can’t a poor boy from Sudan become a leader some day? Mading also taught me that compassion and faith can get you through anything. At one point during the semester, I told the students I might be taking a few days’ leave because someone I loved was dying of cancer. Mading asked after her every day, and when I told him that she had finally passed away, he said: "Mrs. Wethered, tonight I will be praying for you and your family." Over the last two years, Mading has grown in dignity and in stature (he’s almost six feet!). He is known throughout our school and the entire Sudanese community as a magnificent orator. He won a full scholarship to the Lester B. Pearson College of the Pacific, where he will graduate high school with an International Baccalaureate diploma and a good shot at getting a full scholarship to university. He will have the opportunity to study with students from all corners of the world, some of whom may have shared the refugee experience. All of us at New Westminster Secondary will miss Mading this year, but we will keep in touch with him and watch his life unfold with great interest and hope. I hope and believe that one day, Mading’s dream of governing a democratic, peaceful Sudan will come true. He has promised to fly me to his inauguration ceremony and have a state banquet in my honour. He has touched my soul forever, and I have touched his. I have taught him how to write a five-paragraph essay, and he has taught me to be a better human being. Sarah Wethered teaches at New Westminster Secondary School, New Westminster. Originally published in The Vancouver Sun, August 30, 2004. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=15688&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2008 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 20, Number 6, April 2008  Toronto board to cut homework The Toronto school board has entered the homework controversy by deciding to issue some new guidelines regarding the amount of homework assigned and when it can be assigned. The new rules prohibit the assigning of homework before holiday long weekends so families can get the full benefit of what is supposed to be a break. The board also intends to drop its previous benchmark of 10 minutes of homework a day per grade year. It recommends some work at home from Grades 1 to 6, but mostly in the later years. By Grades 7 and 8, one hour or less across all subjects would be appropriate. The goal for secondary school, is a ‘hard’ cap of two hours. Dr. Paul Cappon, president of the Canadian Council on Learning in Ottawa, supports the move. The new policy emphasizes homework that enhances in-school lessons learned rather than introducing new material. "That’s what drives parents to distraction, when they have to teach their children," says Cappon, citing a recent council report showing that 72% of parents are stressed because they can’t do their kids’ homework. – Staff)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/BargainingAndContracts.aspx?id=4930,BCTF > Bargaining rights: Standing on the shoulders  	Bargaining and contracts  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers Aboriginal Education  Bargaining & Collective Agreements  Français  Health & Safety  New Teachers  Opportunities for Members  Pensions Professional Development  Professional Rights & Responsibility  Provincial Specialist Associations  Salary & Benefits  Teachers Teaching On Call  Teaching Resources  For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Bargaining and Contracts > Bargaining Rights Bargaining Rights Standing on the shoulders of teachers who have gone before: Providing a legacy for those who follow us by Al Cornes In the beginning, there were few rights and many responsibilities. The 1872 Public School Act of British Columbia organized teachers into teacher institutes dominated by government officials. In a far-flung province of Canada, collective rights were not recognized, and while labour organization was present in the mining towns, unions were seen as a conspiracy against trade. B.C. teachers had common-law contracts, worked under what we would see as intolerable conditions, and came and went at the behest of local school authorities. What separates our condition from that of our predecessors is the evolution of democracy and the collective efforts of those teachers who organized themselves into the B.C. Teachers’ Federation to achieve full collective-bargaining rights. Turn back the clock, and imagine yourself at the founding convention of the British Columbia Teachers’ Federation, in 1917. Teacher salaries at the time were determined by school board policy. In many districts, the teacher who wanted a salary increase had to appear before what was called an "annual school meeting"–an assembly of district ratepayers. There was no equality of pay between men and women or between secondary teachers and elementary teachers. The logic of forming a provincial organization with objectives of dealing with the economic, professional, and social concerns of teachers seemed pretty compelling for those in attendance. Imagine yourself as a member of the Victoria teachers who in 1919 undertook the first teacher strike in the British Empire. The strike, about salaries, lasted two days. The result was a negotiated settlement. Imagine yourself as a member of the Langley teachers in the 1939 protest against the school board’s proposed salary list for the coming year. The teachers invoked the new 1937 provincial law providing for compulsory arbitration. The arbitration favoured the teachers. The school board responded by firing 14 of the teachers concerned. An independent provincial Board of Reference reinstated them, but, in response, the school board arbitrarily demoted and transferred the teacher activists. Ultimately, the government fired the school board and imposed an official trustee, but only after the teachers had defied the school board by appearing at their original teaching assignments. Imagine yourself as a Vancouver teacher taking mass action in December 1968 in support of a first learning and working conditions contract. The contract was achieved and led the way for other similar agreements. Imagine yourself as a Surrey teacher in 1974 walking off the job and travelling to Victoria in support of reduced class sizes. The action pushed the government of the day to negotiate with the BCTF a commitment to reduce the pupil/teacher ratio in the province by one in each of the next three years. That had a dramatic affect on class sizes: PTR went from 22.68 in 1972-73 to 16.7 in 1981-82, and thousands of new teachers were added to the school system. Similarly, a six-day walkout of Terrace teachers in 1981, led to the achievement of a personnel-practices agreement that broadened the scope of negotiations for all teachers. Full collective-bargaining rights for teachers were ultimately achieved in 1987 teacher-bargaining legislation. During the negotiations that followed, teachers negotiated a full set of terms including: class size, duty-free lunch, fair personnel practice, professional development rights, and a healthy salary increase. In the many negotiations that followed, hundreds of negotiations were concluded without reference to strikes or lockouts. Where necessary, teachers did undertake job action in the face of school boards’ acting unfairly in the negotiating process. Our history presents a clear lesson on the importance of collective bargaining rights. In the broad context, collective-bargaining rights cannot be seen as separate from other democratic and human rights of a civil society. Rights and laws equalize the playing field between those who have wealth and power and those who don’t. Collective rights equalize the workplace power imbalance between those who own and control the system and those who provide their services, be they professional or unskilled. The BCTF’s bargaining history points to the fact that behind every significant achievement of rights has been the threat and the ability to withdraw our services. When the collective is strong and our rights unfettered, the prospect of making gains for the system are good. When the collective is weak and our rights have been tampered with, the prospect of making gains for the system are poor. It’s as simple as that. The B.C. Liberal Party’s proposal to make education an essential service will harm the current even playing field for employees and employer by stripping many of our members of their right to strike. With many teachers being ordered to continue working, what incentive is there for our employers to settle a labour dispute? The last thing education needs right now is a change in the bargaining system that makes it totally unworkable. There has not been a single teacher-initiated strike since 1993. Prior to the introduction of provincial bargaining, in the first four-and-a-half years of teachers’ collective bargaining, a B.C. student lost less than eight-tenths of a day of classes per year. That’s less than the time lost to sniffles, snowfalls, and family vacations. There has been no measurable long-term negative effect on students’ progress because of any teacher strike. But rather than imagine yourself as a BCTF leader trying to achieve a new collective agreement with the removal of significant bargaining clout, find a few moments to: become fully informed about our current negotiations–BCTF web site is www.bctf.ca. speak to your staff rep or president about getting the teacher message out to the community. talk to your friends and neighbours about the improvements in your community school that have been negotiated by teachers. The alternative is to leave a legacy of inaction, poor contracts, and deteriorating teaching conditions for both ourselves and new teachers, an alternative that none of us wants to see. Al Cornesis the BCTF’s assistant executive director. About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2014/09/tentative-agreement-yes-or-no.html?showComment0751411144547107,Staffroom Confidential: Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, September 16, 2014 Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Despite what I know was a herculean effort on the part of our bargaining team, I very much hope that BC teachers will vote no to the tentative agreement. After five weeks of strike, and twelve years of legal battles, this is not the deal that will restore sanity to public education and it is not a fair deal for teachers and students. Just as teachers in Saskatchewan rejected a deal to ensure a better outcome, I hope BC teachers will consider a no vote to let our team know we have to go back to the bargaining table. Class size, composition The agreement provided a modified LIF fund starting at $75 million per year and increasing to $85 by the last year. It is for teachers only, which will mean a slight improvement in Districts where sizeable portions were spent on Education Assistants or senior District staff rather than teachers. However, in an average size District like Victoria (20,000 students, 1,000 teachers), this will translate into about 5-10 more teachers. That is one for every five schools. To put it in comparison, Justice Griffin's judgement estimated the lost funding due to lost class size language at about $330 million in current dollars. (Read more here about the proposed Education Fund.) I heard so many teachers speak up about the need to ensure that we do not return to over-crowded classes when the strike ends. This agreement does very little to alleviate what is the most pressing issue. Throwing away the court victory The agreement provides a "reopener" in the event we win on appeal our class size language. What this means is that the language returns, but is not implemented until new language is negotiated. Without the actual implementation of the returned language, there will be very little incentive for the government to bargain it back. We would essentially be back in the very same position we are in today, with government trying to bargain it out and us trying to bargain it back in. In my opinion, even if we were legislated back to work we would be in a superior position. If we won the appeal the government would then be forced to implement the language. We are thus throwing away our historic court victory and the bargaining pressure it potentially creates. The reopener is really only mildly less offensive than E80. In both cases, we have to bargain back what was illegally taken from our contract and the government will probably never have to restore it. In fact, the "reopener" creates the perfect opportunity for government to lock us out to try and force us to agree to something far inferior. Throwing away the remedy for the last twelve years The agreement provides $105 million to compensate for grievances over-sized classes for the last twelve years. Using Justice Griffin's estimates, our loss is roughly $300 million times 12 = over $3 billion. I cannot fathom how $105 million is a fair compromise. The BCTF's original proposal to put this money back into the system was a more fair and productive approach. This agreement means we can no longer go to the courts for a fair remedy. Wages The agreement is very close to government's original offer. While I would be willing to accept this if the class size language was returned, teachers should not be taking such a significant monetary loss without the commensurate gain in working conditions. We have lost roughly 12% of our annual salary. We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut. Minimal improvements There are very minimal improvements in preparation time for elementary teachers (10 minutes per week), and TTOC daily rate. The TTOC daily rate change may depend on your grid placement. It could actually be a wage loss for long term TTOCs who are above category 5 and step 7. There is also $11 million in health and dental benefits. At 40,000 members, this is $275 each. Hardly worth consideration in the context of the rest of the agreement. What next? There are a variety of options if we vote no. We can continue the strike. We can choose to return to work and continue bargaining. We do not, and should not, accept an agreement that doesn't meet our needs and doesn't meet the needs of students and public education. When Saskatchewan teachers rejected the first deal which had 5.5% wage increases over four years, the second deal had 7.3% increases over four years. They have said this still isn't good enough. For us, our main issue is classroom conditions. We need to say this isn't good enough. The way to do that is to vote no. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 7:48 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 124 comments: Troy MooreSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:17 PM The EC recommendation states the open clause will be argued from restored language. However, selling our grievances for nothing as the 105 million is strike savings, is plenty of reason to vote no. Further, no composition caps, but a fund controlled by Superintendents is enough reason to vote no. Thursday I will vote no.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:06 PM Re-opener also says "education fund" in place until new language bargained, so old language can disappear forever.Delete Reply Mme RousseauSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:33 PM Government starved us to death hoping we'd vote yes to whatever deal they'd offer. Planned it from the start.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:07 PM We can sill choose (collectively) to return to work if we reject this deal. Many options.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:09 PM Great analysis, Tara! I think that returning to work would be a bad idea. This will frustrate parents more if they need to find new ways to deal with taking care fo kids. USe the money given to you by the other unions. I am a teacher who had to quit for stress over the terrible condition of work (split FI grade 4/5, several low LD kids with little support, one severe with no support, 2 gifted (no support), and a principal who expected me to teach 2 separate social studies AND science programs)Delete Reply Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:56 PM Good points by all but the gov't succeeded in starving my family out and completly breaking us. I will be voting YES and live to fight another dayReplyDelete Replies schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:21 PM 'Fight another day'? In the last twelve years that we have been pushing back against this government, never has the tide tide been so much with teachers, class size/composition, and public education - and never has the government been pushed back onto the ropes (especially with the call for binding arbitration). What 'other day' is being proposed that we wait for? Now is the time. Vote 'no' and give the BCTF bargaining team a renewed mandate to get a decent deal for students and teachers.Delete Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:10 PM "Another day" means to wake up and realize that 2more weeks means my family of 5 could lose our home. It means I will do all I can to recall Cc, Factbender, and other mla's, and maybe even having "a guy I know" have a chat with them. In year 1 of their reign, I don't believe they even know what "the ropes" are. I will vote YES ...for my family, and I can live with thatDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:12 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply Karen FergusonSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:03 PM Just a question: When the Saskatchewan teachers voted no, had they already been on strike for 5 weeks?ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM No. They are working with no contract. They are not on strike.Delete Shannon DavisSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:23 AM I am a Saskatchewan teacher. We are not on strike; we are currently in the conciliation process after voting "no" to 2 previous offersDelete Reply "Mama Rose"September 16, 2014 at 9:27 PM Can we truly return to work without agreeing and continue bargaining? When I suggested returning to work a few weeks ago, the answer was "being on strike puts pressure on the gov't and without pressure they have no reason to settle." And can you explain more how legislating us back would be better than agreeing to this deal? And finally, why would the BCTF executive put forward a deal that was not a good one?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:30 PM Because they need confirmation of the resolve of the membership to get something better. That is what a no vote does.Delete Reply Troylana MSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:28 PM some great points to ponder, tara......thinking thinking....ReplyDelete schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:43 PM If we vote 'no' to the tentative deal we still have options: We'd not have a contract. But we could... a) strike with full picket lines b) partially strike with phase 1 (work-to-rule) in schools c) partially strike with periodic/rotating job action d) continue negotiating e) return to work and re-escalate strike f) some/all of the above ReplyDelete Replies Caroline MackenzieSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:21 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:14 PM a) will expedite matters (I say less that 3 days)Delete Reply danabjornsonSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:05 PM I am thinking that a legislated, crappier contract would only be in effect for 2 years max (before elections...). If we take this offer, then we will be agreeing to this pseudo-E80. Should we win the court case (which we likely will), we will have to settle on the terms of the THIS negotiated contract which doesn't actually restore learning conditions; it simply allows for those conditions to be negotiated. If we say n, then we default to the 2002 contract, which DOES restore the language. A "yes" vote is saying that we are good on "crumbs"; a "no" vote is saying we want an actual meal. That's my understanding, anyway. Please correct me where I am wrong, Tara. :)ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:44 PM And word is IF they legislate, they could opt to legislate back Grade 10-12 only causing the union to have to lay off all teachers and re-hire based on seniority. That will tear the union at the seams pitting teacher against teacher for those positions. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:17 PM There will be a general strike if that were to happen! They better not do this. They will regret it.Delete Reply imaginefunlearningSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:09 PM Some good points on the background of our fight over the past 12 years, which I have been actively engaged in; however we need to recognize the climate we are in. We are not in Sask. people! We have just come through a very long summer!! We need to thank our @bctf bargaining team & recognize the toll this has taken on all of us & our families. I don't have the luxury of more time on the strike line. This may be as good as it gets. Let's read the agreement and consider getting back to work and making some $ again! That's my 2 cents worth, which would come in really handy right now!!!ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:18 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply RobSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:11 PM Go back in work to rule mode. Work this winter to recall every Liberal MLA. ThAt is the only way to apply pressure to these criminals. ReplyDelete Replies Kate RestonSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:03 PM Recall! Not sure who won the battle but the war is still onDelete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:14 AM Well said Kate... I agree 100%Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:20 PM I think say NO and a better deal will be done in less than 3 days. These guys are not criminals, they are lower than that. I bet they get a sick pleasure in hurting the kids and the teachers.Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:31 PM An official recall is in the works: https://www.facebook.com/groups/316129595235450/?fref=ts Please consider joining.Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:26 AM Leah - do you honestly think anyone who voted BC Liberal did so thinking that they would act any differently on the education file?Delete Reply JJSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:16 PM I am glad to see other members who share my views. I am outraged at a 1.2 percent "raise" in salary per year that doesn't even meet inflation of currently 2%. I feel used and abused.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:23 PM Not to mention all of the other pittance! I am actually surprised that Iker asked teachers to vote on this! Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:18 PM Hi Tara Thanks for the summary! Will we be able to vote NO to the deal, but vote YES to returning to work? Will there be three options when we vote Thursday? Why did the BCTF agree to a substandard deal for us? If we vote no to a deal that was recommended to us, the teachers look like the bad guys and public approval will plummet. I am very disappointed and frustratedReplyDelete Replies KataSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:12 AM Public approval will not necessarily plummet. I have seen strikes where the membership has voted against the executive's "best results to date", and ended up with a better offer. This offer is an insult. The $300 million will not bring funding to the national average (I believe). More importantly, the wage offer is half of the average wage increase for public and private workers (StatsCan). Delete Reply MontySeptember 16, 2014 at 10:19 PM Thank you, Tara. My thoughts too, more clearly expressed. As well, Thursday is too soon to vote, too soon to vote, too soon to vote........ReplyDelete Richard ChalkeSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:21 PM Vote no and lose every shred of public support...just sayin!ReplyDelete Replies UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:31 AM I am a member of the public and would support a "no" vote. js!.Delete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:01 AM Richard Chalke, NO you won't! I am a mother with 3 adopted special needs children who need to be in a class that is designed for them and others like them (my kids are academically slightly delayed but their issues are more social and behavioural) where they can receive the education they deserve taught in a way they can comprehend. I will speak now for all the parents I know, and we will support the teacher's if they continue to fight for our children's best interest.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:28 PM It might not be pretty at first, but once we explain things (and I hope the Mandarin-speaking teachers flood the Richmond organization that voiced their concerns), they will back us. The 3 billions that the judge came to is the first I hear about. This should be stated to every newsmedia comment section in the province. Minimize pickets and flood those outlets with commenters, just like the Liberals do. Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:45 PM I am a member of the public and a single Mother of a child in the public school system. You will NOT lose one bit of my support if you vote no. I know that you are sacrificing so that my child can have a better education, and I am most grateful for it. Having said that, I also know that you are exhausted and broke. I have been dreading that you may have to settle for less than what you (we) deserve because the government succeeded in breaking you. I am not in your shoes, so cannot judge. If the vote is a yes, I understand and I am still behind you. Delete Reply Alison RocheSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:25 PM It is a crap deal. It's always a crap deal. Once you raise the stakes to striking, anything else is a cave in. The last time we walked out was the 3 day illegal strike where I threw away 1200$ and got EXACTLY the same contract I had the year before. The BCTF called it a win because they didn't rip up MORE of my contract. Ridiculous. There are a few of us that believe that working to contract, doing 100% of your teaching job and nothing more (like paying for supplies out of your own pocket or EC) is the only way teachers will survive this government. What if they get re-elected again? Then what? Teachers have lost thousands to these clowns to make "statements" about the state of public education in this province. We can't keep sacrificing ourselves and our families. And in the meantime, you talk to parents about why you have to take this crappy road. Because up until this strike they mostly didn't care about the state of education, but god forbid you didn't run a Sports Day. Then suddenly they wanted to know what the hell was going on. Keep the conversation going in schools. Attend your PAC meetings and stop enabling this govt to underfund and overwork the system. And still get paid!ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:20 AM I am very excited at the prospect of returning to my beloved job on Friday. However I will NOT continue to put my personal money into my classroom and I will be seriously reconsidering my involvement in extra curriculars. I think we shoot ourselves in the foot with all the unpaid work we so willingly volunteer to do. Delete Reply FCSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:38 PM I heard a rumour last week from a loose lipped government insider that after the 22nd, depending on the outcome of the negotiations the Liberals were going to announce a 3 step process. I was not clear if this was based on 3 steps to resolve the strike (perhaps the 3rd step is legislation??) or 3 steps to overhaul the education system, either way, they will settle it outright. I wish you all luck and all the information that you need to make a sound decision of what you feel is best.ReplyDelete Replies Lisa BurrowsSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:53 PM I have heard similar rumours. On the 23rd, the gov. was planning on introducing a $6000 per year voucher system for 3 choices: an academic or trades program, or something called EducationCanada. Not clear whether their intention was to privatize the public system, de-certify teachers and hire them back under new wage/benefits. Not clear where these rumours originated from. Maybe fear tactics to get teachers to vote yes. In any event, I plan on voting yes. I signed up to be a teacher, not a martyr. This strike has cost us a lot. We need to regain our livelihood and hopefully continue the conversation about class composition. We have at least awakened many people to the issue, and the court case is still an avenue that could eventually improve teaching and learning conditions.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:33 PM I urge all teachers to fight and say NO to this deal. Retired teacher who had to retire because horrendous work conditions. Make me proud. They will not last long if you say NO! I know this is tough, but there is money and I hear that Van City does offer loan at low to 0 %. Banks do allow you to miss a mortgage payment. Go talki to your banker.Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM Will school districts require teachers to make up missed days, as suggested in the media? Will the school calendar be changing to make up for the missed three weeks and if so will we be made aware of those changes PRIOR to the vote? ReplyDelete KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:41 PM "Wages..... We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut." And that is the cost of going on strike!!! There is nothing that can be done about that. You cannot go on strike and put up the raise you want every week to compensate for your time on strike - it doesn't work that way.ReplyDelete Replies Drew StevensonSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:59 AM I believe the missing "..." Suggests that they meant to refer to the losses against inflation since the last wage step increase. Thus this contract does not allow us to recover the buying power lost to inflation since the last non contract or "0%" year. Add those up and compare against the proposed increase and you see that by the end of the contract, we won't be able to afford the same value of goods (loaves of bread, watts of energy, litres of gas) that we could at the end of the last contracts term. It was not a comment about wages that were lost in the strike. Those are really small potatoes when compared to the grinding power of inflation over years and years. The next contract will use this latest for a bench mark so these losses to inflation will grind at all teachers for as long as they teach. A death of a thousand cuts to our ability to afford basic goods and services. Any raise less than inflation is a cut to the value placed on us and on our ability to pay our bills. Delete Reply Ed SSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:09 PM Having lost $20,000 (including summer school wages) as the single income for a family of five is far too much; I will be voting YES to the deal, unless the independently wealthy teachers out there who wish to continue the strike will pay my bills and mortgage for me.ReplyDelete Replies Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:14 PM I feel ya. Yes for meDelete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:18 AM Ed S. With all due respect (and I mean that), how did you lose $20,000 in the strike? Teachers were out 2 weeks (all out) before they were supposed to be in June, and now 3 weeks for the start of school? It is my understanding that teachers don't get paid through the summer months. Please correct me if I'm wrong, wherever I'm wrong. Shouldn't you have been financially alright for the summer months at least? Also all teachers knew this strike had a possibility of extending into the new school year but no one teacher budgeted for this possibility? I'm truly just trying to get a clear picture of where this all stems. NO disrespect intended.Delete BlairSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:12 AM Kelly, not Ed but if you look at the numbers there was the 10% lockout haircut in May/June plus the loss of most of June and the loss of much of September. In our 1 teacher (1 non) household we calculated a $9 K - $10 K loss so far. If you add summer school earnings you can easily make the loss in the $20 k zone. As for budgeting, we budget for the summer, but did not expect the 10% haircut, nor the loss of June/Sept days which completely messed our budgeting calculations. A very good friend (single teaching mother) was crushed by the loss of the June income and is without a penny today.Delete Mr. SmoothSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:35 PM The only one who didn't get a haircut was Jim Iker... and he needs one more than anyone else. What's with that over-coiffed 70"s mullet Jim? Does wonders for the BCTF brand image!Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:55 PM Jim's hair is not open for discussion in a respectful space like this. As for his salary, he is a teacher who does not get paid when we are on strike.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:04 PM Totally agree!Delete Reply Mr. GSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:24 PM If I thought they could do any better I would agree with voting NO, but you have to be realistic. The BCTF does not use professionals to bargain and always ends up with much less than they promise the membership when asking for a strike vote. While this is not a great deal for teachers, I really think you're fooling yourself if you think it'll get any better.ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:02 AM BCTF needs to be replaced with younger more adept representatives and advocates. Also, we should be hiring professional contract negotiators - you don't go into battle with cut throat corporate types with a wooden knife. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:37 PM This is BAD deal! Say NO to it and show those (expletives) that we will not take it anymore! Come on! Show them that teachers have a spine! They will respect us, oddly!Delete Reply retaSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:51 PM I agree with Richard. Those in the public that are uniformed would be furious, and there are many teachers who just can't afford to use their wages as their voice any longer - too much has already been donated to the government. In my opinion, the deal is pretty lame. I am sitting on the fence.ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:24 AM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:26 AM So true!!! I cannot afford to fight this battle for public education any longer. Why is this my personal and professional obligation??? However I think this deal is weak weak weak. I also think its the best we are going to get. Ideologically I'm on the fence but my wallet will vote YES.Delete Reply SirThinksToo MuchSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:54 PM My wife and I will be voting "Yes" on Thursday for it is the middle path. The easy path would have been for us to go back to school with E-80 & E-81 over our heads. The difficult path would be for us to vote "No" and put our mortgage at risk and having to continue asking retired parents for handouts to feed a family with three kids. The middle path is the wisest choice for us considering the current political climate in which those who do not teach are the quickest to judge it harshly.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:41 PM I understand that this is really tough for you! I almost died teaching a few month ago. I had to quit. Please consider holding on and say no. Remember the short loss in salary will be offset in the LONG-RUn by better salary increase. This is a joke! They will be laughing at you even more if we accept this. This is a very bad deal! However, I do respect your position!Delete Reply DaleSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:16 AM Why would classroom conditions be better on October 9th after being legislated back? We have been outplayed because of our stubborn refusal to outdated, tired old tactics. It is because of these actions that have led us to this terrible deal. Time to reset, regroup and stock up for the long haul. Can't do it if half the members commit hara kiri on themselves. We are a union of professionals not a cult. ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:49 AM Could not agree more.Delete schreck!September 17, 2014 at 9:44 AM Could you please advise which tactics you believe could have been used to secure a superior deal?Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:47 AM Full disclosure: I'm a BC Liberal supporter. The only people who would benefit from a NO vote are the BC Liberals. Teachers would be bargaining with no leverage whatsoever and would be viewed by a large segment of the population as unreasonable. The BC Liberals then get portray themselves as the only party capable of dealing with the BCTF. schreck! says that the BCTF has the government on the ropes, but he couldn't be farther from the truth. The government wants people to view the BCTF as their primary opponent. Disputes like this just shore up the BC Liberal base and protect its right flank. Any half-baked recall campaign will only reinforce that. It's true teachers aren't going to recoup the lost wages from the strike. I would suggest to you that that means this job action was probably not in teachers' interests, especially without any sort of appreciable strike fund. This is the best deal teachers were ever going to get with this government and people should have been able to recognize that in June. If you want my advice (which you probably don't), it would be to spend the next 5 years building up a strike fund, electing better leaders, and hiring a professional negotiating team. Don't bring a knife to a gunfight and expect things to go well. Focus on getting the best deal you can from whoever the government is rather than trying to change the government, the HST, Kinder Morgan or a thousand different issues that distract from education and erode the union's finances further. You'd be doing yourself a favour, and probably doing the NDP a favour at the same time. Also, if schreck! is David Schreck, you can thank his opposition to STV for the last two BC Liberal majorities. I know I do.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:11 PM One step would be to stop making political contributions to the NDP. This only contributes to the childish animosity and lack of trust that has constantly characterized negotiations. How else can the Socreds/Liberals view teachers except as enemies when they so publicly support their opponents. This stupid confrontational immature approach has to STOP!!!!! Education should not be a political fight when it is so obviously a valuable benefit to our society. It was an NDP government that legislated teachers back to work in 1993. Stop making education a political fight.Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:10 PM I don't think they have to go that far. CUPE and the Nurses still contribute to the NDP yet they don't have the same acrimonious relationship. CUPE and the Nurses just make their members their priority, and broader advocacy second.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:55 PM Ryan (possibly a Liberal paid commenter), with all due respect, I disagree with you. The cumulative increase in lieu of this will be better. Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can. I say to Iker, ask for 6% over 3 years because these people love to play the 15% over 15 year game to make it so big on the surface. Some people think that this is 15% every year. Believe me! I have seen it in comment sections. Others believe that the 15% is too high not understanding that they must divide things over the duration of the contract. It is time that we play it smarter. It is time to put the foot down and ask for money given to us by other unions, if it is needed. Banks can accept one late mortgage payment. It would be suicidal for them to not help. Imagine the possible damage if that ever leaks out. They could lose a lot in teacher money. I for one would pull my money out of a bank in support! Teachers are going to show this government that we have a spine! Enough is enough! Aren't you tired of being treated like kids? (Retired teacher who almost died in a car accident because of work conditions that were horrendous. I had to quit.)Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 AM Not paid by the BC Liberals. I pay them actually... :/ I imagine astroturfers of any affiliation wouldn't disclose their bias. "Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can." How did that work in May 2013? If the teachers reject a contract that their own union endorsed, it will make teachers seem unreasonable. Whether that perception is true or fair is irrelevant. It's what will happen, and teachers will be weaker as a result. Take my advice. Build up a strike fund and focus on the internal governance of the BCTF for the next 6 years. You'll be better off for it. Or not. I don't mind you or others making it easier for the party I support to get elected. I'd just rather not see kids and teachers hurt in the process.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:37 AM Ah! The "don't-hurt-kids" card, hey, when you have underfunded education for 12 years! WOW! That takes the cake! Are your trolling? Oh! You are serious? :) Would you be surprised if I don't follow your advice, considering your lack of logic? Would you be surprised if others don't follow your advice? It is ttue that bullies like you and your ilks love to show who is the boss, who is the teacher now! I suspect that is at the root of the problem! No one wants to fail in school! No one wants to get the strap! Sad that today's teachers don't like it too! But, who cares, we are ... teachers! We deserve it! BAH! BAH! BAH!Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:22 PM That's fine. I look forward to another 16 years of BC Liberal government.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:41 PM 16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate! Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan! Sociopaths do that!Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 9:35 AM "16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate!" 16 years of our opponents still don't understand why they lost. Like I said, that's fine with me. If I said the Liberals would be in power for at least another 13 years back in 2004 you probably would have laughed too. Heck, if I told you on May 13 last year that the BC Liberals would be reelected on May 14 you'd probably have laughed too. And you were wrong. Why is that? Answer that question if you want the NDP to win the next election. Without a correct answer to it, the NDP's cause is hopeless. "Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan!" You feel they are flawed, and that's fine. I don't go around calling people who disagree with me sociopaths, nor do I accuse them of being paid shills. But I also don't feel much need to address your ad hominems. There are logical arguments to support your position, but argumentum ad hominem is not one of them. It's a textbook logical fallacy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 1:15 PM Ah! Now I get it! It is all ego-based! You think because you voted the winning party that you are a winner and we are losers! You think because you predicted that the Liberals would win, you are winner. That does not make YOU a winner or the Liberals! It is called DEMOGRAPHICS, you expletives. The baby boomers are getting old and because they have more assets and won't make a whole lot more for too long, they need to vote a govn't who is going to do just that! It is not rocket science! WOW! You think you are so superior when your party stole an election with 47% of the popular vote. That's not a majority and your party should not have been elected. BTW, did you delete from your ethical memory the words Ethnic voting scandal? The field is slanted and you know it. However, you are so willing to minimize, forget the scams and bad fairplay tactics like a sociopath is allowed to minimize or ignore his or victims emotions that you don't see that you are the loser, we are the victim of your constant bullying. 1% wage increases after years of 0% increases and you can justify that when Yahoo reports that the average Canadian can hope to get 2.5% this and next year: https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html You Liberals behave like fascists, but we can't call you that because that's not allowed! Well! Guess what? It is and you are. Live with it! You keep on dreaming you are a genius! :) I am retired, getting soon a nice pension, and laughing at you from a beach somewhere! AHAHA! Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 2:14 PM What's with the name calling Peter? For someone claiming to be retired you really don't show the wisdom of age. For someone who talks about logic, you use logical fallacies like ad hominems a lot too. It's a fair point that the BC Liberals didn't get a majority of the vote (and I'm a very big supporter of electoral reform). The BC Liberals + Conservatives did though, and I don't think it's realistic to expect the BC Conservatives to have been more generous had they been part of government. Last time I checked I just voted. I didn't "victimize" anyone. Perhaps your rage is misplaced. If you think the election was "stolen" I'm afraid I have to question your grasp on reality though. "Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?" I'm glad you'll have a pleasant retirement Peter. I have no ill will towards you. I'm not sure why you think I do. I'm not saying people were *right* to vote BC Liberal. That's a matter of opinion. All I'm saying is people *did* vote BC Liberal. More voted BC Liberal than BC NDP for the last 5 elections in a row actually. You need to understand why that happened in order to change it for the next election. Clearly you're not interested in that though. Which is fair enough. Just remember next time you're upset about something the BC Liberals do that your lack of interest is part of why the BC Liberals get elected at all.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 3:23 PM I love your culture --or the lack of thereof! Guess what, stop thinking averybody is white and must follow your little rules. Namecalling? Sociopath? Whaaaat? And, what if you are? Still can't call you that? :) You fascist right-wingers are big on censorship! I just don't like you giving us lessons on how to get the NDP in. As stated, people are voting right of the NDP because it is a matter of demographics and a little ethnic vote buying on the side. The rest is mumbo jombo. Yes, of course, they will have to go on strike in the future and yes they will have to build a strike fund. The Liberals stole that from the BCTF too! And, you wonder why I don't have any respect for them? Yes, electoral reform is needed! We agree!Delete Reply JJ GeorgeSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:46 AM As a parent, I support the teachers and respect whether they choose to vote yes or no. However I noticed a discrepancy here from other information I've read regarding prep time for elementary teachers. Here it states minimal improvement to prep time - only 10 minutes per week being added. Elsewhere I read that it is 100 minutes per week for prep, increasing by an additional 10 minutes in the final year. That is a significant difference, and worth noting. Or have I completely misunderstood?ReplyDelete Replies Anne-MarieSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:59 AM Elementary teachers currently have 90 minutes of preparation time per week so an increase to 100 minutes per week is only gaining 10 minutes. In other provinces and some private schools they have as much as 45 minutes of prep time per day.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:56 PM Thank you for inquiring!Delete DW ZSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:57 PM You're right JJ George. There is a significant difference around the province regarding preparation times. In my district elementary teachers currently get 100 minutes of prep time. This new proposal is useless to me. I'll have to wait 6 years to gain an extra 10 minutes. Delete Reply UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:11 AM Almost nobody gets cost of living adjustments. Also inflation is NOT 2%. Do some research and look at the CPI for BC over the last 24 months. The average over the last 2 years is 0.7%, not 2%. The CPI changes every month so you cant just look at the highest month and declare that THE inflation rate. Check out the 12 month averages document for the actual numbers. http://www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/StatisticsBySubject/Economy/ConsumerPriceIndex.aspx All that being said I support the teachers. if you think this is a bad deal as a parent my dream would be for the teachers to vote no but continue bargaining because I do think the kids need to be in school and I do fear that the teachers will lose all support if the strike continues. All I ask as a parent is that you do your own research and try not to be swayed by all the opinions. ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:01 AM Inflation for August was 2.1% (http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/economy/cpi-report-expected-to-reveal-rise-in-canadas-core-inflation-rate/article20593943/). The CPI is a year-over-year calculation.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:43 AM Inflation should be looked at as a yearly average, not an individual month.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:34 PM The lawyers do not believe we have compromised our court deal. Our leadership would not have sold us out. We dodged a bullet. The Premier had something loaded even if we are not sure what it was. The idea that we could simply return to work is not guaranteed. I think a no vote could easily lead to the Liberals locking us out again because the Premier wants to crush us and she will use any excuse. She did not want to take the advice of her people and do this deal. I am certain a plan for drastic action (where we have to take the concessions they had planned) or worse - was in place. We can't guarantee the press will do any better job explaining the complexities should we say no. They rarely sided with us in markets outside of Vancouver where people are more political and they often misled or allowed others to mislead. They are not helping and would sensationalize. This would see dissolution of support very quickly - especially if we asked for wages. (Though admittedly it angers me that we can't ask for wages without being accused of being greedy when that is what most bargaining units do). But we have argued this is about kids and while this is not ideal - it is better to have teachers than not. The deal does suck in that it does not bring us to par - but this fight needs to be won with a strategy that is political and capacity will do that in another round. We have some support - but it is limited to the choir. We need to have the pews too. We need to build that capacity while working and continue to find allies because the fight is bigger than most people want to consider. This is about ideology and about privatization. Education always was political but never more so than now and we have to fight this party or the conservatives who would do the same or worse. No teacher who is responsible can ignore the politics any longer. That is simply the truth. If you work in the system you better get informed and you better be prepared to fight until retirement for the system. That said, I want to ask the same question others are asking: Why is this the job of 42,000 teachers and not the job of all citizens who want equality to fight for this right? It is time (while the conversation is still on-going and up to and including election night) for us to guide the public where we can but mainly play our part by not propping the system up. Make poverty known. Make noise about shortfalls, ask questions (in the media or in board offices ) about who is going to fix it instead of paying ourselves, volunteer some but wait for the pubic to step up so they see what schools lack. I hate the deal too. But I trust Vince Ready and Iker and I don't think we could have done better right now. I think we dodged a bullet because I have read everything this government has put out and followed the trail. They plan to privatize and they are just looking for the route. Voting YES for now does not mean we are giving up. It does not mean a win in the way we wanted but we have won a battle that will lead to us winning the war. If we don't rest up and stock up we might not get there.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:57 PM Well, if it is bigger than just this battle, then we will need ALL the unions to strike if they do indeed use drastic (draconian) measures. I say it is time for ALL of the unions to call a general strike. I guarantee that they will not like that one bit. What will they do then? Call the army? :) People in Europe, at the end of the 19th century stood up in mines. General strikes do occur in Europe and have. If you think you had it tough, think of them who stood tall for US in tougher times and conditions. Make sacrifices. Sell furniture. Tutor on the side. Ask for the BCTF money. Ask your banker to help. As friends and relatives. If we say NO, it won't last long. If they legislate us back, let's call a general province-wide strike of all unions. Delete Reply Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:47 AM Between CC's smug smile as she celebrates slaughtered teachers and Jim Iker's goofy grin - seemingly unaware that he has been a willing puppet, I am thoroughly disgusted. Over the next 5 years, teachers will be in an increasingly bad situation financially, classrooms will continue to be too large and complex with increasing medical, social and environmental issues impacting academic delivery. It could not be less obvious that things will continue to worsen. The Liberals have ensured that BC is rapidly becoming the Canadian Monaco for rich off shore interests and wealthy corporations. Soon the underpaid "workers" will have to be bussed in daily to Vancouver - Asian style. The only recourse is to move to just about any other province and bring in up to $100,000 more over the six years with much less cost of living. So we are bailing, encouraged by friends who have gotten positions in Manitoba and Alberta. My colleagues and I discovered through contacting several school boards across Canada that specialist (special needs and behavioural) and secondary science teachers are in particular demand. I want to work in a professional, respectful environment where the needs of all children are considered a priority and where I feel inspired to do my best. However, I want my vote to reflect the wishes of teachers who will be here over the next 6 (5) years, so very much appreciate your blog and opportunity to read the comments.ReplyDelete Bert SlaterSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:11 AM To vote YES will throw away 12 years of effort, and 2 victories in BC Supreme Court. To vote YES will be to snatch defeat from the jaws of victory. If you vote YES what bargaining power do you think you will have - the government will do nothing, and then what do you think you will do - take job action? PLEASE VOTE NO.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:59 PM Time to show you have a spine!Delete Reply RodSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:06 AM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Cool HandSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 AM Wouldn't a 'No' vote be a vote of no confidence in the BCTF itself?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:02 AM Not at all. It is just a message to the leadership we need to do better. The strength of the union is the members, and we support the leadership by giving them direction through democratic means.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:40 PM I disagree. How else can a recommendation by the EC to vote yes be interpreted? Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:00 PM I am sure people will interpret this both ways, but it is a vote. If it is supposed to be a "Yes", because it might be interpreted one way, then why bother having a vote?Delete Kate TSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:07 AM Yes , it would be. I don't think we could come out much better than this with this government. How will a No obtain that? Christy will be happy, she can declare the BCTF gone and roll out her plan to privatize. Delete Reply David DeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:06 AM A no vote would be a rejection of a the court victories defied by the government and an inadequate deal containing some vague promises that won't meet the needs of teachers or students on class size and other important issues.In Ontario elementary teachers get 200 minutes of prep time per 5 day cycle. I know there is financial hardship, but the union has received close to $2 million in donations from other unions; is there no way of accessing hardship funds? At minimum, vote no and return to work on work to rule with various strike options.ReplyDelete Erica JonesSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:25 AM This article actually makes me so mad. It is NOT better for the kids that they have missed almost all of june and all of september. This is what you signed up for in BC as a teacher. Get on board or GET OUT.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:20 PM Is this really what teachers signed up for? At my high school, each class has about 30 kids, with an average of 17 kids per classroom with an identified learning disability. Our district says that there should be no more than 4 kids per classroom.. How do you expect non-specialist teachers to help each student when over half of them require more resources because of a learning disability? Furthermore, are you generalizing the "better-ness" to all the kids in BC? Because I don't think that it would be better if kids went back considering the learning environment isn't up to par. There are barely any Education Assistants, and support teachers for the multitude of children who need them. While I recognize and appreciate your enthusiasm for education, please realize that the public school system isn't a daycare. Also, please think about your words and the learning environment prior to speaking out. By the way, we're not an autocracy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:08 PM I can understand your frustration! Understand mine! I almost died at 7:30 pm one night returning from teaching a FI split class with several students who did not get enough support or no support at all. The principal expressed to me that he expected me to teach 2 different social studies programs and 2 different science programs. ANYONE I talked to knows that this is impossible to do, especially in French Immersion when kids get no support at home and books are often too hard for students to read. I had to quit my job. I did it for me and did it for the kids. I was like a surgeon who is asked to operate on 5 patients with an old scalpel with 2 inexperienced nurses. Predictably, 4 patients would die and I would be reprimanded! Teachers are put in terrible conditions and kids too. I hope you have the openmind to consider the reality of this honest personal anecdote. I also wish you to understand that this is likely not an isolated incident. What will it take? A kid to commit suicide because he or she is not getitng enough support?Delete Reply hilarySeptember 17, 2014 at 10:29 AM It is incorrect to equate lost funding with what the teachers would have received in grievances. The two are not equivalent. The starting position of the BCTF was $225M, so they never expected $3B to resolve grievances. I'm also interested to know where you get your figures on overcrowded classrooms. A recent Globe and Mail article says that classrooms are, on average, smaller than the caps set in 2002.ReplyDelete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:36 AM The signing bonus should be roughly $2500 each: 105 million divided by 41 thousand.ReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:53 AM It is not that simple. The $105 million is to be allocated by the union. The term "signing bonus" has been crossed off on the signed document. Some of that money may be used to pay union debts. Don't know this but clarification would be useful.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:16 PM Just quoting from the CBC news website, "And finally there are details of $105-million fund to settle grievances stemming from the ongoing court case. The BCTF says that money will be given out as a signing bonus, with specific amount yet to be determined."Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:34 AM I think it would be smart to put at least part of it into your strike fund.Delete Reply WheelsSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:55 AM If the money is used as a signing bonus, it should be based on FTEReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:12 PM Yes I am sure it will be based on FTE. The question is how much of the $105 Million is actually distributed. This is up to the union, and I am told that it is yet to be decided.Delete GuruSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:44 PM And don't forget all the retired teachers who are entitled to a share of it.Delete Reply Geoff OrmeSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:18 PM In another discussion of this someone suggested that under BC Labour Law a no vote means rejection of the proposed deal, and that means the strike continues until either: - the union in question elects to stand down - another tentative deal is presented or - the government imposes a legislated contract. I think the last of these is the most likely, and I believe the legislated contract would be draconian and brutal. What do you think, Tara? Also, I would appreciate your thoughts on Sandy Garossino's comments at https://storify.com/Garossino/should-teachers-accept-the-contractReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:14 PM If this is so, in a few month (likely a couple of years), teachers will win so much more with a Supreme Court judgment! It is possible that the Liberals know that the higher courts are stacked by Liberal judges (that is what happen when judges are chosen, not elected). In any case, a negative settlement (or not a great judgment) will galvinize the public to reform the way the Supreme court judges are being chosen. I doubt that any govn't will want that to happen. A legislated contract will make the LIbs look like sociopaths and dictators.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:47 PM Peter I think you are expecting far too much from the public, many of whom are only paying attention to this matter due to kids being home from school. The public are not remotely this savvy on the political process.Delete Reply IslanderSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:09 PM I am a continuing education teacher. We have it even worse and we are not listened to enough about our poor conditions. Those include no prep time (and we do have to mark and do report cards many times a year sometimes and commonly for 30 students in a class), travelling to different schools with no compensation, and having next to no breaks in between 3 hour classes. I worked for two years with no lunch break and taught 6 hours straight (just 15 min. breaks) to be told, "don't complain since there are others who will do it". We then got 15 min. breaks in between classes. Most of our students are wealthy immigrants, many who try to stay in classes as long as possible since the classes are free. After spending a year in Germany, I realize how better organized it is where the immigrants pay to learn the language on a sliding scale, and have to pay for a student book as well for each class. We do not even have text books, but photocopy so much at tax payers' expense. This is not right. I then teach summer school since we were not on a 12 month continual salary and most of those students are also immigrants (at least 75%). This is also free and it is becoming so common and the new immigrants know this is free babysitting and tutoring. I think one main problem is that we have so many new immigrants in our classes who need ESL like this article states about our inclusion style of education nowadays: http://www.vancouversun.com/life/Shelley+Fralic+trouble+with+schools/10203596/story.html I am honored to be teaching and like my job, but it does get exhausting especially since I need two or three jobs to pay the mortgage that I now no longer have.. back to renting since it all I can afford in this city that has become so expensive. And many don't realize that it is very very difficult to get to full time work as a teacher here. There was a formula that made it take about 10 years to get to f/t (now finally changed). I have been without pay for 3 months, and now had to finally rent a place in anticipation of returning to work, so I have to vote "yes", but please keep the comments coming for what alternatives we have. Maybe we have to just educate the public in a better way than picketing; maybe get out and walk around malls and talk to people and hand out pamphlets on how this liberal government is hurting this. Most Asians (probably just the new who are from such a different system) are already against the teachers since they do not seem to understand what is going on. http://www.vancouversun.com/Business/asia-pacific/Chuck+Chiang+Many+Asian+families+place+blame/10202757/story.htmlReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:17 PM First of all, myn thoughts are with you! I think your ideas about using different strategies is smart. Picketing is not a very good strategy to let people know about things. I think using the membership to flood media comment sections would be more effective. Going to talk to the public might be a good idea along with this, I think. Phone the BCTF and ask for support.Delete Reply Marsha HolleySeptember 17, 2014 at 1:36 PM A teachers wife Vote no you have come to far to back down. It is a -----Y DEAL. ReplyDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:45 PM Ask yourself WHY teachers cannot get 1/2 of the average increase in salary of the private sector? (The Libs will tell you because there are sooooooo many teachers, but I also hear that there are provinces where there is a need for teachers!) TORONTO - A new study says that Canadians, on average, can expect about the same size salary increase next year as in 2014. Human resources consultants Pal Benefits says a survey of 401 organizations, mainly in Ontario, Alberta and British Columbia, projected salary increase for 2015 at an average of 2.79 per cent. That was almost unchanged from the 2.74 per cent average increase projected in last year's survey. Meanwhile, in addition to the average salary increase remaining relatively steady year over year, the survey found that the percentage of employers who plan to freeze salaries appears to have stabilized at eight per cent —in the same percentages as was projected in 2014. Breaking down the numbers further, the survey found the average salary increase anticipated in the engineering, financial services and high technology sectors was three per cent. That compared with an average of 2.5 per cent on the low end for organizations in durable manufacturing. https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.htmlReplyDelete "Mama Rose"September 17, 2014 at 9:12 PM I used to agree with you, Tara, and appreciate you bringing these items to your blog to get us all thinking. But after a very long night and day of research and discussion, I realize I will be voting yes tomorrow. Here is why: I don't care about salary or benefit increases. That is not why I went on strike. I don't care if this tentative deal is not good for teachers. That's not why I went on strike either. For me, the single most important issue is class size and composition. I want to work in a classroom where I have enough time and resources available to me to adequately help all the students I teach. And while it is true that this tentative deal will not change anything in the classrooms right now (or at least most of our classrooms), I realized that we couldn't actually make changes in that area because the issues of cs and c is before the courts. When I made that connection and realized that this round of bargaining was really about a "good enough" agreement regarding wages, then the deal seems, well... good enough. BUT, the best part, is the language the BCTF legal team made around the furture court decision (the re-opener). They have it in writing that if we win the court case (which is likely) and when we have to start bargaining class size and comp again (that is exactly what Justice Susan Griffin said we would have to do) we will be STARTING from the 2002 levels. To make this simple to understand, I explained it to my friends using a number line. With this new language, the BCTF starts the next round of bargaining at say a 50. The government will want us to go to 10 or 15, and we'll compromise and end up maybe 25. But WITHOUT that language, we would have started bargaining at a 10 and only gone down from there. So I do believe it is the best deal possible, it still factors in the biggest issue (from my perspective), we do not lose the important gains of the past, and most importantly, everyone gets to go back to school.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 PM Mam Rose, I appreciate your point of view and your courage. However, let me point out to you and the readers that a decision at the BC supreme court might not turn out the way teachers anticipate. We all know that judges are appointed and who does the appointing? "All justices of the BCSC (including the position of Chief Justice and Associate Chief Justice) are appointed by the federal cabinet, on recommendation of the Minister of Justice. Masters are appointed by the provincial cabinet, on recommendation of the Attorney General in consultation with the Chief Justice." (Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Supreme_Court_of_British_Columbia) Now, I would like to think that all of those people are objective, but they are appointed and we know that there are political appointments. They have a lot of discretion over the laws and judgments. I am willing to bet that the BC Liberals do know this and are betitng the farm (or do they know something we don't know) that the Supreme Courts are stacked against teachers? So, I am not sure if we can count on a WIN if we proceed with the court ruling. I think we would be better to negotiate and negotiate a better deal.Delete Reply retaSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:57 AM Yes...no...yes...no...The last two days have been this. I’ve read so many articles and comments over the past few months and, I can say, I have learned a lot. I know this is not a great deal for teachers right now. I will be voting yes. This is why… 1. The children. Without going into the multiple issues (e.g., grad, post secondary, trades, sports, global education/trips, planned activities, those with varying degrees of special needs, those that need a soft place to land, etc., etc.) the children need to get on with their education. 2. The parents. For many parents, this strike is a financial burden. We do not like to be called baby sitters, but for many living below the poverty line, school is a financial relief. Winter is coming; gas bills will be expensive. 3. Poverty. Remember, BC has the highest child poverty rate in Canada. Schools feed and clothe numerous children. 4. The other systems educators work collaboratively with. MFCD, CYMH, foster parents, group homes, and the multitude of non-profit agencies that support vulnerable children and families are bursting at the seams. We are a part of that team. 5. CUPE. While some have been paid during this strike, that money is coming from districts. It was not provided by the government. And, CUPE is a partner in education - from the bus drivers to the tech dept to custodians to secretaries to EAs and so on. 6. Small Businesses. In our little towns, the school district is the number one employer. There is a direct cause-effect relationship between loss of wage and loss of business. 7. Money. The amount of money that is needed to reverse the erosion of the public education system over numerous years cannot be recouped in one sitting. This agreement is a start. It’s not much but the stage has been set. 8. THE COURT CASE. That is why we were on strike. All the other stuff could have been resolved months ago, but our government was working hard to make the court case go away. Well, it still exists. I consider that the victory. We live to fight another day (as rhetorical as that sounds) AND I hope people actually read the ruling and think critically about how a loss could impact the future of the Charter of Rights, and the power of government to contravene those rights. I am guessing we will vote to ratify as so many fear “what’s next?” from this government. It’s nasty business, and I think legislation would be next. VALUING PUBLIC EDUCATION needs to come from a STRONG, CONSISTENT public voice. If we do ratify the agreement, and those in the profession and public think we've given up, we have not. We’ve been fighting for years. We just haven’t been heard… until now. ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:21 AM I understand your point of view, but sometimes you have to fight to get what you want. This is a VERY bad deal, considering: Other people get on average 2.5% salary increases last year and this year and the next and the rest of us get 1% and must feel happy if we do.? (https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html) THIS DEAL is a horrendously BAD deal for kids/parents as well, of course. We are going to continue to be humiliated and be the laughing stock of many people of this province. After a decade of paycuts, WOW, this is what they are willing to offer! WOW! WOW! WOW!Delete Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:30 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Reply Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:37 PM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:08 PM Let's cross our fingers! I think we need a general strike by all unions if CC legislates teachers back. It is time to put the foot down and tell her and the Liberals that, as in the movie Network,"I am mad as hell and I won't take it anymore!"Delete Reply Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 8:26 PM Needs help on some stats for an online debate Looking for the last 10 or 15 years of contractual salary increases in %. So, 1% for 2001, 0% for 2002,...ReplyDelete Children FirstSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:00 PM Well it's all done now. Really hope the teacher's can find another angle to deal with class size and composition as well as student funding. The government will make sure the coming court case never swings your way no matter what. 2nd most expensive place to live in the the world!!! Wonder why and where the money goes??? ReplyDelete AnonSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 PM I'm an outsider, but have followed closely this whole fiasco and this is a RAW deal. Your union hung you out to dry on this one - taking a really bad deal (clearly no one from the BCTF had rudimentary math skills in their toolbox) and then publicly encouraging to the media that teachers accept the deal....what choice did you have - a no vote would have outraged the public. I could go on and on, but the bottom line, in my opinion, is that your union better get some stronger leaders who are PR and technology savvy. Out with Iker and the rest of those who bargained on your behalf - they just got ......well , we know that happened. Whew, can't even believe how screwed you got, absolutely amazing - nothing meaningful gained in the big picture and only very minor gains for a small group of people, bigger losses for the majority.. Wow - I better stop now. Best of luck. Thanks for all you do for our children. ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ▼  September (9) Reflections on the BC Teacher Strike BC Teacher strike - Lessons learned Response to Sandy Garossino Will the Education Fund improve classroom conditio... Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Class composition: a human rights perspective Class size and composition - a short visual histor... Guest post - I WILL HOLD THE LINE Teachers - let your leadership know it is time to ... ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13512&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 20, Number 1, September 2007 College elections Are you interested in becoming a BCTF-endorsed candidate for the college council? The next round of elections for the BC College of Teachers Council under the new provisions of the Teaching Profession Act will take place in April/May 2008. The BC College of Teachers is the regulatory body of the teaching profession in BC. The college has a focused mandate: teacher education, teacher certification, and member discipline. Responsibility for governing the college rests with the 20-person council. Twelve of 20 council members are elected by the membership. Eight council members are appointed by the minister of education. The role of a council member is to make policy decisions, to make quasi-judicial decisions concerning individuals and institutions, to represent the college on various external committees, and to communicate with members. Further information about the college can be found at www.bcct.ca. Elections are held in 4 of the 12 geographic zones each year. This year, elections will be held in the following college election zones, Zone 1North Coast, Zone 3South Central, Zone 8Lower Mainland East, and Zone 10Lower Mainland West. The term of office is a three-year term, beginning August 1 and ending on July 31. The BCTF has established a policy that provides for the zonal selection of a BCTF-endorsed candidate in each zone where an election is being held. Only active BCTF members are eligible for BCTF endorsation as candidates in BC College of Teachers elections. Each local has the right to select one nominee. This nominee must be endorsed by an executive, delegate assembly, or general meeting of the local. Each local nominee must undertake to abide by the endorsation process. Once a local has nominated a candidate, the name of the candidate will be forwarded to the BCTF staff co-ordinator. The co-ordinator is responsible for ensuring that each local in the zone conducts a vote to determine the zones BCTF-endorsed candidate by secret ballot in accordance with BCTF procedures. The BCTF will publicize, among members, the names of all BCTF-endorsed candidates. The BCTF provides funding to assist local nominees in seeking to become the BCTF-endorsed candidate in a college zone. The BCTF also provides funding to assist endorsed candidates in the college elections. If you are interested in being considered as your local nominee for the BCTF-endorsed candidate in one of the college zones where an election is being held, please contact your local president as soon as possible. If you have any questions about BCTF procedures for endorsing candidates, contact Mike Lombardi, BCTF staff (phone: 604-871-1849, toll free-1-800-663-9163 local 1849, mlombardi@bctf.ca).  Mike Lombardi)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141007,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/bctf/status/475425366811475968?screen_name=bctf&id=475425366811475968,BCTF on Twitter: "Education rally in Parksville today too. Here's what some students had to say about their #bced experience: http://t.co/IhPwzh9eTH" Twitter Search query Search Twitter Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Language: English Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Have an account? Sign in New to Twitter? Join Today » Sign In Phone, email or username Password Sign in Remember me Forgot password? Already using Twitter via text message? Follow Following Unfollow Blocked Unblock Pending Cancel BCTF ‏ @bctf Jun 7 Education rally in Parksville today too. Here's what some students had to say about their #bced experience: pic.twitter.com/IhPwzh9eTH Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Retweets 34 Favorites 19 4:53 PM - 7 Jun 2014 Kyle Martin ‏ @KyleMartin_84 Jun 7 @bctf nice try BCTF but I'm not buying it. #GREED Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Mick Ar ‏ @mickar1 Jun 7 @bctf From the look of the kids age, I highly doubt they even know the meaning of the words. Shameful political display. #bced #bcpoli Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Jennifer Castle ‏ @librairgirl Jun 7 @mickar1 @bctf You find two kids reading offensive... you ARE funny...heeheehee Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Jennifer Castle ‏ @librairgirl Jun 7 @mickar1 @bctf oops wrong pic... still not offensive...:) Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Kyle Martin ‏ @KyleMartin_84 Jun 7 @mickar1 @bctf agreed. They should be ashamed of themselves. Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Jay G ‏ @IssueRight Jun 7 @mickar1 lol. Hamish should go kick their asses! Haha Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Dave ‏ @Dohft Jun 7 @bctf @kindorgo7 for youngsters, they sure have good penmanship! Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Ms. Skipsey ‏ @Skipsey82 Jun 7 @mickar1 @bctf They know what's up - their school was just closed; now forced to walk 4km despite parents efforts/plan 4 community school. Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Sean McCartney ‏ @McTeeth Jun 8 @bctf you resort to manipulation tools to get your way? These kids have no understanding...shame on you Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Josh Cole ‏ @JoshColeEd Jun 8 @McTeeth @bctf I do hope you will save some of that shame for the government that manufactured this problem in the first place. #bced #bctf Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Don’t miss any updates from BCTF © 2014 Twitter About Help Ads info Close Flag this media This has already been marked as containing sensitive content. Flag this as containing potentially illegal content. Submit Cancel Learn more about flagging media Dismiss Close Previous Next Close Go to a person's profile Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Close Retweet this to your followers? Cancel Retweet Close Are you sure you want to delete this Tweet? Cancel Delete Close Block Cancel Block Add a location to your Tweets When you tweet with a location, Twitter stores that location. You can switch location on/off before each Tweet and always have the option to delete your location history. Learn more Turn location on Not now Turn off location Close Profile summary Close Your lists Close Create a new list List name Description Under 100 characters, optional Privacy Public · Anyone can follow this list Private · Only you can access this list Save list Close Close Embed this Tweet Add this Tweet to your website by copying the code below. Learn more Hmm, there was a problem reaching the server. Try again? Include parent Tweet Include media Preview Close Sign up for Twitter Not on Twitter? Sign up, tune into the things you care about, and get updates as they happen. Have an account? Sign in » Close Two-way (sending and receiving) short codes: Country Code For customers of United States 40404 (any) Canada 21212 (any) United Kingdom 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM Haiti 40404 Digicel, Voila Ireland 51210 Vodafone, O2 India 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Indonesia 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » See SMS short codes for other countries Close Confirmation)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media jthornthwaite last tweet "MLA @douglas_horne thanking @colemancountry for his work w/ housing for BC @LindaReimerMLA @bcliberals http://t.co/zR6bdVGcRI" @jthornthwaite - 02:03am Follow @jthornthwaite BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=21799,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 23, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 2010   Readers write  More than one way I agree with Jane Turner's description of students and teachers as either “objects” or “subjects.” I’d like to extend that definition to include teacher training in university. How many of us trained under the Year 2000 document? I felt as a training teacher that I was being indoctrinated into a methodology of teaching I disagreed with. I feel strongly that teachers should be taught how to teach (i.e., a variety of methods, unit and lesson planning techniques, classroom management strategies, etc.), not that one way is the only way. If the university instructors did this, we would be graduating teachers with “built-in” professional autonomy, teachers who could decide for themselves what works best with their students and what fits with their philosophy of teaching.   Aldina Isbister, Vancouver   Up with homework As a BCTF member, I had trouble understanding why the article “Down with Homework!” (Alfie Kohn, Jan./Feb. 2008, Teacher) was published in our union’s newsmagazine with no preamble, stating that this is but one view. Most of us, as teachers, give out homework from time to time, not because that’s what we like to do, but rather, we believe the students need to practice their understanding of the concepts. I don’t normally assign homework—only if the assignments are not finished during class. Some of my more capable students hardly have any homework most of the time. However, I had a parent who read your article and now tells me that his daughter should not have to do any homework at all. I feel that it’s very irresponsible of you to print such an article (for the public to see and to misunderstand that it is the position of the BCTF) without balancing it with other views. I am especially frustrated because this is the BCTF, my own union! Frustrated and disappointed. Connie Lau, Langley  Science lacking In its September issue, Teacher published a full-page article, “Should Wi-Fi be used in classrooms?”, by Lynn Quiring. This article, though convincingly written, was bursting with misinformation, distortions, and pseudoscience; so much so that I was quite taken aback to find it published in our BCTF magazine. As a science teacher, one of my most important roles is to educate my students on how science works in order to help them distinguish fact from fiction. The key question that I encourage them to bring to all of their investigations is simple, but important: “What is the evidence?” Of course, not all evidence is created equal and this is where things get interesting. Small preliminary studies, or even poorly designed larger studies, may appear to suggest that exposure to radiation from cell-phone and Wi-Fi towers is linked to certain health hazards. However, evidence from the best-designed studies with the most rigorous methods have consistently overturned these findings and confirmed what any physicist worth his salt will tell you…cell-phone and wireless radiation have far less chance of hurting you than the visible light shining from your desk lamp. This is because cell phone and Wi-Fi radiation is made up of low-frequency, low-energy radio waves. Radio-wave radiation cannot damage your cells or molecules as it is non-ionizing. As scientist S.T. Lakshmikumar writes, “Unless one is willing to discard the concept of photons, Planck’s law, and the interaction between photons and atoms—and thus the entire body of quantum physics—it is simply not possible for the photons associated with either a power line or a cell phone to cause cancer.” He also reminds us that cell-phone radiation carries a million times less energy than the radiation of visible light. I am puzzled how Quiring, who is an apparent expert in this field, is unfamiliar with these points. I can only hope that a campaign to ban lighting in schools does not follow. I get the impression that Quiring is either ignoring, or is unaware of, the best science in this field and is only paying attention to a selection of weaker studies that appear to support what it seems he wants to believe. What we want to believe has a huge influence on the information we choose to accept or disregard and psychologists call this the “confirmation bias.” The best-designed scientific studies guard against many human biases, including the confirmation bias, and help us to slowly but steadily figure out how the world actually is, rather than how we wish it to be. This is exactly why quality science, and not simply good intentions and passion, is so important in guiding our policy and decision making. Quiring is not serving the public interest by ignoring the best science on this topic. Rather, he is stirring up needless fear and worry, and possibly influencing people to make lifestyle changes that are completely unnecessary and costly. For example, in other articles he has advocated for people to move away from cell-phone towers and encouraged parents to take their concerns to school boards. The scientific consensus does not support any such quixotic actions and I’m concerned that an uncritical acceptance of his claims may influence school districts to make ill-advised decisions on Wi-Fi infrastructure, budgeting, and policy. A growing, profitable industry continues to be built around the completely unsubstantiated health risks of cell-phone and Wi-Fi radiation, and Quiring, who owns Logical Health, LLC, a company that “specializes in electro-hypersensitivity cases and interventions in cell-phone radiation, electromagnetic radiation, and electro-magnetic field sensitivity” would appear to be in a position to benefit from a misinformed or misdirected public. In today’s day and age, the most technologically advanced of all time, there are certainly a great number of societal and environmental issues that demand our immediate attention and action. Radiowave radiation is simply not one of them and acts only as an unnecessary, and therefore dangerous, distraction. I’d like to encourage interested colleagues, as well as BCTF executives and school district administrators, to read further on this topic and recommend the following science-based resources as starting points, which can be accessed by a quick google search: Brian Dunning’s, “How Dangerous is Cell Phone Radiation?”, Lorne Trottier’s, “A Growing Hysteria,” and S.T. Lakshmikumar’s, “Power Line Panic and Mobile Mania.” Greg Payne, Surrey  Shocked I am shocked by the inclusion of this article (“Should Wi-Fi be used in classrooms?”) in the BCTF Teacher newsmagazine. I just received my copy the other day. I am writing a response but checked to see that the deadline is already passed for submission. I am hoping that I will be still able to submit in the next day or so.  The article published is erroneous. It does not list a single reference and those quoted are not reliable sources or their quote has been taken out of context. Finding Lynn Quiring’s biography on another site provides: “Lynn Quiring is a Registered Pharmacist, Board Certified Clinical Nutritionist, and holds a degree in naturopathic medicine. He also holds diplomas in homeopathy and hormone regulation therapy. He is an expert in cell-phone radiation and EMFs and their health effects on the body. He has practiced in natural medicine for over 10 years.” How is Quiring an expert in cell-phone radiation? There is no research and no peer review of Quiring’s work. Nothing in Quiring’s degrees, or qualifications lists him as an expert. Quiring is very outspoken on the issue of cell phones and WiFi but without any evidence base. I have tried to find quotes or original articles in other work by this author and found only promotion of health products. I am curious how CUEBC, our provincial specialist association, was not invited to comment, or review an article that clearly does not provide any factual basis. Kevin Amboe, Past president of CUEBC, Surrey  Ideas recycled I loved that recent piece by Emily O’Neill, “The 21st century obsession,” and the Hollywood graphics were equally…foxy. Words are cheap and the spinning, such as “a 21st century learning agenda” and “hands-on programs” continues to be woven, until the cows come home. There are a couple of other words that could follow that last sentence. I’ll leave them to your creative imagination. As a retired “chalk holder,” I still remember when the Commodore 64 computers were really going to “do the teaching” and improve everything from academics to social growth. This was followed by “The Year 2000” and “accreditation”! The idealism sounded great on paper and still does (even though some is on recycled). These “laudable goals” continue to be churned out just like the IRPs and the rest of the “cheese cake,” while budgets are cut, schools closed, taxes increased, and platitudes printed out exponentially. Dan Propp, Richmond  Editor’s note The newsmagazine reflects areas of interest and concern to teachers and the use of Wi-Fi is one that has received national attention. It is recognized that the topic is controversial and the evidence on either side of the issue far from conclusive and hence all points of view are welcome.   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet ""Everyone laughed when I said I wanted to open a button store" http://t.co/4AVIQWDBfB #smallbiz #entrepreneur" @naomiyamamoto - 06:39pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "#FunFriday Fact: #BC has the highest small business employment in Canada. October is Small Business Month! Check out: http://t.co/20bcLmlvFP" @bcliberals - 03:55pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/don-mcrae/,Don McRae for Comox Valley - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Don McRae A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Comox Valley Support Don BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media DonMcRaeMLA last tweet "Helping people with disabilities and their families save for the future – it’s RDSP Awareness Month; http://t.co/qAYLYthAVX #disabilitybc" @DonMcRaeMLA - 10:01pm Follow @DonMcRaeMLA BC Liberal Party last post "The only kind of orange we support around here ;) #BeautifulBritishColumbia " facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 1st Like BC Liberal Party Don McRae was elected on May 14, 2013 as MLA for Comox Valley. He was appointed Minister of Social Development and Social Innovation on June 7, 2013. Don is a member of the Priorities and Planning Committee and Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Don has previously served as Minister of Education, Minister of Agriculture, and Convener of the Select Standing Committee on Aboriginal Affairs. He was a member of the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, the Select Standing Committee on Health, and the Select Standing Committee on Finance and Government Services. Don was born and raised in the Comox Valley. For 14 years he taught at GP Vanier Secondary School. Aside from teaching Social Studies, Military History, and Psychology, he has also served as a rugby coach, athletic director, department chair, and Staff Leadership Committee Chair. Don has served as a Courtenay City Councillor for seven years. During his time on council, he has served as a municipal director for both the Comox Strathcona Regional District and the newly restructured Comox Valley Regional District. He has also been a member of the Comox Strathcona Hospital Board, vice-chair of the Comox Valley Sewer and Water Committees, and numerous community organizations and boards. In 2008, he was appointed by Premier Campbell to the Citizen’s Conservation Council. He is an avid jogger and enjoys hiking and fly fishing. Don has been married to his wife Deanne for 14 years and they have two daughters, Gracie and Chloe. Get in touch with Don Comox Valley Constituency Office 437 – 5th Street Courtenay, BC V9N 1J7 Phone: (250) 703-2422 Fax: (250) 703-2425 Email Don Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/SocialJustice.aspx?id=20254&printPage=true,BCTF Peace and Global Education > Posters, Booklets and Brochures  	BCTF Social Justice  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Social Justice > Issues > Peace and Global Education Global Education Posters To request materials, e-mail socialjustice@bctf.ca, including number, exact name of items needed, and mailing address.  The posters are in PDF format. Respect all life:  Respect the life and dignity of each human being without discrimination or prejudice. Reject violence:  Rejecting violence in all its forms: physical, sexual, psychological, economical and social, in particular towards the most deprived and vulnerable such as children and adolescents. Share with others:  Share my time and material resources in a spirit of generosity to put an end to exclusion, injustice and political and economic oppression. Listen to understand: Defend freedom of expression and cultural diversity, giving preference always to dialogue and listening without engaging in fanaticism, defamation and the rejection of others. Olympic Truce: Resolution adopted by the United Nations, calling for a truce in violence during the Olympics. This is another opportunity to grab on to a high profile event and use it as a way of focusing on the values and practice of peace.  Preserve the planet:  Promote consumer behaviour that is responsible and development practices that respect all forms of life and preserve the balance of nature on the planet. Rediscover solidarity:  Contribute to the development of my community, with the full participation of women and respect for democratic principles, in order to create together new forms of solidarity. Killer Coke. BCTF RA 2005 decision: That the BCTF support workers in Colombia by asking members to join the boycott of Coca-Cola products. Killer Coke window cling. For more information about the Killer Coke campaign, www.killercoke.org. Military Recruitment. Are you thinking about the military? Make an informed decision.    )
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2011/05/victoria-teacher-bargaining-breaks-down.html?showComment=1305337444272,Staffroom Confidential: Victoria teacher bargaining breaks down Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Friday, May 13, 2011 Victoria teacher bargaining breaks down No new dates are set for local negotiations between Victoria teachers and the Greater Victoria Board of Education. After only five days meeting, the Board indicated only that “we will get back to you” regarding future dates. The Collective Agreement between teachers and the Board expires on June 30th, 2011. Teachers are becoming increasingly concerned at the lack of progress at both the provincial and local tables. Not a single item has been signed off. “If no meaningful negotiations take place prior to the expiry of the agreement, teachers will be forced to consider what to do next,” comments Gail Renard, middle school teacher and GVTA bargaining co-chair. “The last thing we want is disruption in schools, but we need meaningful bargaining to take place now if we are to get an agreement in place for next year.” Not a single Victoria Trustee sits on the Board bargaining team. This concerns teachers. Where is the interest in bargaining when the Trustees will not even come to the table? When teachers asked the Board negotiating team why no Trustees were at the table, the response was that no Trustee expressed any interest. Victoria teachers rank amongst the highest in the province for rates of illness and time off work related to stress. Workload is a major issue in local negotiations. High stress and heavy workload has a direct impact on students. Teachers are unable to meet the variety of individual needs when classes are too large or too complex. Teacher illness creates disruption for students and to program continuity. While the provincial negotiations are addressing salary, benefits, paid leaves and preparation time, local issues include a wide variety of working conditions and professional issues of concern to teachers, including class sizes and class composition. To date, although several proposals have been made by teachers, there has been no meaningful discussion on any of these issues at the local table. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 11:38 AM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 2 comments: Stepan VdovineMay 13, 2011 at 6:44 PM Surprised to hear that Victoria board is not represented by a trustee on the bargaining team. I know few other districts are in the same position but most boards assign a rep. In Maple Ridge - Pitt Meadows I happen to sit on the teacher bargaining while Chair Ken Clarkson looks after CUPE negotiations.ReplyDelete Tara EhrckeMay 14, 2011 at 5:58 PM Yes, it is not in keeping with our local past practice, when Trustees always sat on the negotiating team. We are disappointed and hope they will change this decision.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ▼  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ▼  May (18) A standardized contract for personalized learning?... Privatizing of public education: Only in America o... Breaking news: BC teachers to hold strike vote in ... Saskatchewan teachers continue strike over wages Why is BC gov't using same buzzwords as Rupert Mur... 21C Learning: One student's perspective Personalized learning - what is government's real ... Ministry plots personalized learning initiative in... More downloading of costs to school districts - is... From New York to California: American teachers pro... Victoria teacher bargaining breaks down Class size = Personalized learning Commission finds judges need cost of living adjust... Thoughts on a negotiated settlement over Bills 27,... Minister announces government will not appeal cour... Saskatchewan teachers plan job action for Thursday... Letter to Minister Abbott re: Teacher bargaining a... School boards and parents: speak now to pressure C... ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12104,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2001 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 13, Number 7, May/June 2001 Standing on the shoulders of teachers who have gone before: Providing a legacy for those who follow us by Al Cornes In the beginning, there were few rights and many responsibilities. The 1872 Public School Act of British Columbia organized teachers into teacher institutes dominated by government officials. In a far-flung province of Canada, collective rights were not recognized, and while labour organization was present in the mining towns, unions were seen as a conspiracy against trade. B.C. teachers had common-law contracts, worked under what we would see as intolerable conditions, and came and went at the behest of local school authorities. What separates our condition from that of our predecessors is the evolution of democracy and the collective efforts of those teachers who organized themselves into the B.C. Teachers’ Federation to achieve full collective-bargaining rights. Turn back the clock, and imagine yourself at the founding convention of the British Columbia Teachers’ Federation, in 1917. Teacher salaries at the time were determined by school board policy. In many districts, the teacher who wanted a salary increase had to appear before what was called an "annual school meeting"—an assembly of district ratepayers. There was no equality of pay between men and women or between secondary teachers and elementary teachers. The logic of forming a provincial organization with objectives of dealing with the economic, professional, and social concerns of teachers seemed pretty compelling for those in attendance. Imagine yourself as a member of the Victoria teachers who in 1919 undertook the first teacher strike in the British Empire. The strike, about salaries, lasted two days. The result was a negotiated settlement. Imagine yourself as a member of the Langley teachers in the 1939 protest against the school board’s proposed salary list for the coming year. The teachers invoked the new 1937 provincial law providing for compulsory arbitration. The arbitration favoured the teachers. The school board responded by firing 14 of the teachers concerned. An independent provincial Board of Reference reinstated them, but, in response, the school board arbitrarily demoted and transferred the teacher activists. Ultimately, the government fired the school board and imposed an official trustee, but only after the teachers had defied the school board by appearing at their original teaching assignments. Imagine yourself as a Vancouver teacher taking mass action in December 1968 in support of a first learning and working conditions contract. The contract was achieved and led the way for other similar agreements. Imagine yourself as a Surrey teacher in 1974 walking off the job and travelling to Victoria in support of reduced class sizes. The action pushed the government of the day to negotiate with the BCTF a commitment to reduce the pupil/teacher ratio in the province by one in each of the next three years. That had a dramatic affect on class sizes: PTR went from 22.68 in 1972-73 to 16.7 in 1981-82, and thousands of new teachers were added to the school system. Similarly, a six-day walkout of Terrace teachers in 1981, led to the achievement of a personnel-practices agreement that broadened the scope of negotiations for all teachers. Full collective-bargaining rights for teachers were ultimately achieved in 1987 teacher-bargaining legislation. During the negotiations that followed, teachers negotiated a full set of terms including: class size, duty-free lunch, fair personnel practice, professional development rights, and a healthy salary increase. In the many negotiations that followed, hundreds of negotiations were concluded without reference to strikes or lockouts. Where necessary, teachers did undertake job action in the face of school boards’ acting unfairly in the negotiating process. Our history presents a clear lesson on the importance of collective bargaining rights. In the broad context, collective-bargaining rights cannot be seen as separate from other democratic and human rights of a civil society. Rights and laws equalize the playing field between those who have wealth and power and those who don’t. Collective rights equalize the workplace power imbalance between those who own and control the system and those who provide their services, be they professional or unskilled. The BCTF’s bargaining history points to the fact that behind every significant achievement of rights has been the threat and the ability to withdraw our services. When the collective is strong and our rights unfettered, the prospect of making gains for the system are good. When the collective is weak and our rights have been tampered with, the prospect of making gains for the system are poor. It’s as simple as that. The B.C. Liberal Party’s proposal to make education an essential service will harm the current even playing field for employees and employer by stripping many of our members of their right to strike. With many teachers being ordered to continue working, what incentive is there for our employers to settle a labour dispute? The last thing education needs right now is a change in the bargaining system that makes it totally unworkable. There has not been a single teacher-initiated strike since 1993. Prior to the introduction of provincial bargaining, in the first four-and-a-half years of teachers’ collective bargaining, a B.C. student lost less than eight-tenths of a day of classes per year. That’s less than the time lost to sniffles, snowfalls, and family vacations. There has been no measurable long-term negative effect on students’ progress because of any teacher strike. But rather than imagine yourself as a BCTF leader trying to achieve a new collective agreement with the removal of significant bargaining clout, find a few moments to: become fully informed about our current negotiations—BCTF web site is www.bctf.ca. speak to your staff rep or president about getting the teacher message out to the community. talk to your friends and neighbours about the improvements in your community school that have been negotiated by teachers. The alternative is to leave a legacy of inaction, poor contracts, and deteriorating teaching conditions for both ourselves and new teachers, an alternative that none of us wants to see. Al Cornes is the BCTF’s assistant executive director. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/blogs/research.aspx?blogmonth=5&blogday=7&blogyear=2010&blogid=7524,BCTF Blogs > Research  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources Home > Social Media > Research Blog Search this blog: BCTF Information Services—Research & Reports Provides summaries and links to new reports and studies in the fields of education, labour, and social sciences. Educational Technology in the Classroom Permanent link A few reports investigating the use of educational technology in the classroom have been published recently: “Unleashing the Future: Educators ‘Speak Up’ about the use of Emerging Technologies for Learning”  Speak Up 2009 National Findings: Teachers, Aspiring Teachers & Administrators Project Tomorrow May 2010 Administered in over 5,700 schools and 71 schools of education last fall, this survey reveals some gaps in the ways in which administrators, teachers, aspiring teachers, and students think about the importance of integrating various technologies into the classroom.  One of the starker contrasts can be seen in attitudes towards the importance of online tools for collaborating in the classroom.  While 67% of administrators and 51% of principals indicated that their “school of the future” would include the use of collaborative tools (blogs, social networking sites, and wikis, for example), only 27% of teachers agreed.  Additionally, while many aspiring teachers see the value of technology integration, relatively few of them are being taught how to effectively utilise technologies in the classroom. “Teachers’ Use of Educational Technology in U.S. Public Schools: 2009” Lucinda Gray, Nina Thomas, Laurie Lewis & Peter Tice U.S. Department of Education; Institute of Education Sciences; National Center for Education Statistics May 2010 This report presents the results of a survey intended to determine the “availability and use of educational technology among teachers in public elementary and secondary schools during the winter and spring of 2009.”  Topics include the types of software and Internet sites used by teachers for classroom preparation, instruction, and administrative tasks; students’ use of educational technology during classes; modes of technology used by teachers to communicate with parents and students; teacher training and preparation to use educational technology for instruction; and the number of hours spent in professional development for educational technology in the past 12 months. “Educational Technology in U.S. Public Schools: Fall 2008” Lucinda Gray, Nina Thomas, Laurie Lewis, Peter Tice U.S. Department of Education; Institute of Education Sciences; National Center for Education Statistics April 2010 Another one from the U.S. Department of Education, this time with data from the fall of 2008.  Last Edited by BCTF Info. Services at 07/05/2010 4:51 PM Comments (1) Charter Schools in the News Permanent link The New York Times has recently tackled the issue of charter schools in a long article and an op-ed column.  First, Trip Gabriel discusses some recent research into the efficacy of charter schools and notes the mixed success that they have had in the United States: • “Despite Push, Success at Charter Schools Is Mixed,” The New York Times, May 1, 2010 In an op-ed piece, Charles Murray, a scholar at the conservative American Enterprise Institute, comes out as a strong proponent of school choice and charter schools but firmly denounces the use of standardized test scores as a way of determining whether one school is better than another.  He uses his line of reasoning to argue that school choice is, in fact, a good thing – an interesting twist on the anti-testing stance. • “Why Charter Schools Fail the Test,” The New York Times, May 5, 2010 **UPDATE (May 11th) - Some insight into Murray's article can be found at the Education Week "Bridging Differences" blog, in this post by Diane Ravitch. Ravitch points out that Murray's article is mistitled and is part of a larger response by proponents of choice to outcomes that would seem to weaken their position. The National Association of Charter School Authorizers just released a report that “provides an overview of the policies, practices, and characteristics of the nation’s largest charter school authorizers as well as a sampling of smaller authorizing entities. • The State of Charter School Authorizing 2009: 2nd Annual Report on NACSA’s Authorizer Survey May 2010 That report is discussed further in an Education Week blog post and article, both published within the past couple of days: • “The State of Charter School Authorizing,” Rick Hess, May 6, 2010 • “Closure of Stanford-Run Charter Sparks Debate,” Mary Ann Zehr, May 7, 2010 Last Edited by BCTF Info. Services at 11/05/2010 11:00 AM Comments (0) NAPLAN Moratorium Called Off Permanent link A quick update on the Australian Education Union's boycott on the NAPLAN tests - The union decided today to lift its moratorium on the administration of the tests after reaching an agreement with Education Minister Julia Gillard.  She has stated the government's "opposition to the misuse of student performance data including simplistic league tables."  Gillard will also form a working party of educational experts, including AEU representatives, to provide advice on the proper use of student test results and other indicators of school effectiveness. Angelo Gavrielatos, president of the AEU, stated in a press release that "the working party will provide a way to advance and address the profession's educational concerns relating to the misuse of student test data including school league tables." The controversial My School website will be updated after the results of this year's tests come in, and the information currently on the site will remain. Posted by BCTF Info. Services at 06/05/2010 4:53 PM Comments (0) << May 2010 >> Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat             1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31           Blogroll On Education: Schools for a Civil Society B.C. Education Report (Tracy Sherlock, Vancouver Sun) The Hook/Education Teacher Solidarity UBC Educational Studies blog Where the Blog has No Name Archive April 2014 March 2014 January 2014 December 2013 November 2013 October 2013 September 2013 August 2013 June 2013 May 2013 April 2013 March 2013 December 2012 September 2012 August 2012 November 2011 September 2011 April 2011 March 2011 February 2011 January 2011 December 2010 November 2010 October 2010 September 2010 August 2010 July 2010 June 2010 May 2010 April 2010 March 2010 January 2010 December 2009 November 2009 October 2009 September 2009 Subjects Education Labour Social Sciences Recent Posts Recent Additions to the Information Services Research Files - April 2014 Recent Additions to the Information Services Research Files - March 2014 Recent Additions to the Information Services Research Files - February 2014 Recent Additions to the Information Services Research Files - January 2014 Recent Additions to the Information Services Research Files - December 2013 If you are experiencing technical difficulties, please contact the webmanager@bctf.ca. About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141008,thetyee.ca,http://thetyee.ca/Mediacheck/2014/01/14/Farewell-KDN-Hello-Net-News/,Farewell Kamloops Daily News, Hello Future | The Tyee About Advertise Follow Support RSS Topic Aboriginal Affairs BC Election 2013 BC Politics Education Energy Environment Federal Politics Film Food Gender + Sexuality Health Housing Labour + Industry Local Economy Media Municipal Politics Music Photo Essays Podcasts Politics Rights + Justice Science + Tech Transportation Travel Urban Planning + Architecture News Culture Opinion National MediaCheck Solutions Join Craving crack civic election coverage? Help fund it... Mediacheck Farewell Kamloops Daily News, Hello Future Despite some untimely deaths, newspapers can make the digital transition. By Bill Tieleman, 14 Jan 2014, TheTyee.ca   Tweet Not quite what Bill Tieleman looked like when he started, but journalists then still phoned in stories. BC's Local News Monopolies Grow with Recent Closures Glacier's Kamloops paper shut down despite company profit margins above 30 per cent. Kamloops weekly increases publishing frequency after competitor shuts down How is a journalist like the the honeybee, but not the butterfly? Tyee editor David Beers explains. Read more: Media "Our goal is to keep our papers loaded with content of interest to our readers and to be paid appropriately by those who find us useful, whether the product they view is in their hands or on the Internet." -- Billionaire Warren Buffett, March 1, 2013 Saturday's untimely death of the 80-year-old Kamloops Daily News is yet another reminder to those who love newspapers that the future is either digital or dismal. Newspapers are hemorrhaging ad revenue to Internet advertising in stunning amounts that no transfusion can stem. It requires radical surgery to save the patient. But when brilliant investors like Buffett are buying -- not selling -- newspapers, and committing to content in print and online, then hope is not lost. Unfortunately, the Kamloops Daily News didn't make it to the operating table. The sudden shutdown by owner Glacier Media and loss of 46 jobs was the result of insufficient advertising to cover its costs, said publisher Tim Shoults. Unifor Local 2000 President Mike Bocking declined to comment to The Tyee last week, saying the union was in talks with the company on behalf of its members. Internet advertising's steep rise The transition from newspaper to Internet advertising is truly stunning. In Canada in 2012, Internet advertising was $3 billion compared to daily newspaper ad revenue at just over $2 billion, according to Interactive Advertising Bureau figures reported in September 2013. Internet advertising, including on mobile phones, was only worth $237 million in 2003 but has now captured 27.5 per cent of all major media advertising. It's only $382 million behind television ads at $3.5 billion and 31 per cent. But Canadian television ad revenue shrunk by two per cent in 2012 while Internet ads jumped 15 per cent, which is remarkably the smallest jump since 2003. The earlier years saw growth rates of 29 per cent to 60 per cent annually, rising from $237 million in 2003 to $3.085 billion in 2012. Fortunately, there are many reasons newspapers and their reporters, columnists and editors will still thrive in the years ahead. Many newspapers -- including 24 Hours Vancouver, where I write -- have a significant online presence and significant online advertising. And since 2003, The Tyee has been one of the new breed of online "newspapers" or "magazines" that produce unique news, opinion, arts and other copy every day without ever being in print. The Tyee's nearly 10 million pageviews in the last year make it effectively one of British Columbia's largest daily publications -- and with reader support, it may become a national entity in the near future. What's more, The Tyee currently has 28,000 Twitter followers, 22,000 subscribers getting headlines by email, 4,000 Facebook fans and more than 19,000 registered commenters. 'TBD' That fact won't be very remarkable in the future. After all, no less than Arthur Sulzberger Jr., publisher of the New York Times, said in 2010 that: "We will stop printing the New York Times sometime in the future, date TBD." That kind of thinking is why the San Francisco Chronicle -- one of the oldest big city newspapers left in the United States -- announced this month that all its staff will be attending a digital and social media "boot camp" to reduce circulation loss and remain relevant. "Failure only means we all lose our jobs -- and the Bay Area loses its number one news source. Failure to reach our goals -- both individual and team -- is simply not something we can tolerate, and we won't," says Audrey Cooper, 36, and the first female managing editor in the paper's 148-year history. I agree with her urgency, especially after the loss of the Kamloops Daily News. But I hope newspapers continue to literally publish, as well as online, because there is an irreplaceable pleasure in a physical newspaper, even in getting ink on your fingers as you turn the pages. Ode to newsprint I can't remember when I didn't love newspapers. As a young boy I read them, and at about 12 I delivered the Vancouver Sun in Abbotsford every afternoon, even through winter blizzards. Taking the copper baling wire off my bundle and first reading part of the paper before delivering it gave me a lifelong thrill that comes from cracking open each fresh newspaper. As soon as I arrived at the University of British Columbia at age 18 I joined The Ubyssey student newspaper, a venerable publication that boasted a stellar cast of then-budding journalists, photographers, cartoonists, and editors authors who went on to long careers in the business, many working today in major media. Imagine working on the paper that had helped launch famous journalists and authors like Pierre Berton, Joe Schlesinger, and Allan Fotheringham on their way to newspaper and literary stardom. But the links to the past were still present then at The Ubyssey -- the classified ads in the mid-1970s were set in hot lead type at the venerable and now deceased College Printers on Maple Street in Kitsilano then, a living reminder of the golden days of newspapers. I watched newspapers go from hot type to galley paste-up with X-Acto knives, line tapes and rollers to full computer layouts with no one touching the paper 'til it came off the press. At 21 back in 1978, I also became a part-time reporter at the Vancouver Sun, wandering wide-eyed into a hallowed newsroom where you could see legends like Denny Boyd, Marjorie Nichols, Patrick Nagle, Fotheringham and a unique collection of characters, the likes of which I've never since encountered. This was still the time of whisky bottles in the drawer and many drinks in the Press Club after work -- or even during. But it was also the dawn of the computer age, and the typewriter jockeys were being dragged kicking and screaming into what became a very unsettling future that continues to be fraught with peril decades later. Dimmed light Sadly, today's Sun newsroom is a model of decorum -- and dullness -- by comparison. Newspapers are ultimately no different than other businesses in that there are no guarantees for succeeding indefinitely while technology changes -- think about Blockbuster video or even Blackberry cell phones -- but if you have to make bets, it's hard to beat Buffett's optimistic advice on newspapers. "Papers delivering comprehensive and reliable information to tightly-bound communities and having a sensible Internet strategy will remain viable for a long time," Buffet told his Berkshire Hathaway investors. "We do not believe that success will come from cutting either the news content or frequency of publication." We may mourn more individual losses, but the daily newspaper that adapts to changing times and provides online content should be around for centuries to come. Read more: Media Bill Tieleman is a regular Tyee contributor who writes a column on B.C. politics every Tuesday in 24 Hours newspaper. Email him at weststar@telus.net, follow on Twitter @BillTieleman or visit his blog.   Tweet What have we missed? What do you think? We want to know. Comment below. Keep in mind: Do: Verify facts, debunk rumours Add context and background Spot typos and logical fallacies Highlight reporting blind spots Ignore trolls Treat all with respect and curiosity Connect with each other Do not: Use sexist, classist, racist or homophobic language Libel or defame Bully or troll Troll patrol. Instead, flag suspect activity. Please enable JavaScript to view the comments powered by Disqus. comments powered by Disqus LNG a chance, not a windfall, says BC throne speech Postmedia could soon own almost every English newspaper in Canada. What could possibly go wrong? VIEW: Voting for your principles is 'strategic voting' Petition opposes BC's 'potential muzzling' of non-profits More troubles for BC's big LNG plans Tirade at Tyee by immigration minister's top aide analyzed tweet by tweet Government slow to respond to FOIs? No need to tell Bob Mackin Converting ferries to LNG will save money, reduce fares: CEO See more » Tyee Video Picks Submitted by Tyee staff, Today Last chance to see 'The Vancouver Asahi' baseball story at VIFF. Where do these videos come from? From you. Suggest one here! Most Popular Can 'Cuisine' Make a Better School Lunch? What I Saw with a German Tour of the Oilsands Don't Give Postmedia More Local Monopolies First Nations 'Front and Centre Now': Pierre Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign How Much Do You Trust Canada's Wireless Giants? Christy Clark's No Pro at LNG Poker BC Filmmaking Duo Passes the Acid Test For Kids, the Meal Is the Message Most Emailed Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign For Kids, the Meal Is the Message Understanding Harper's Evangelical Mission Who'd Be a School Trustee in 2014? Why New Euro-Canada Treaty Is a Gift to Oil Firms BC Filmmaking Duo Passes the Acid Test We Must Heed Naomi Klein's Call China Deal Trumps Province, First Nations on Energy Projects: Treaty Expert Fired Researcher Who Killed Self Was Evaluating Drug Backed by Clark Climate Warriors Must Forge Stronger Alliances, Now Reported Elsewhere Postmedia could soon own almost every English newspaper in Canada (via DeSmog) Petronas CEO warns of 15-year delay to BC LNG project (via G&M) BC government apologizes for firing worker who later killed himself (via the Victoria Times-Colonist) From Tibet to Taiwan, China's outer regions watch Hong Kong protests intently (via the New York Times) It's a shame Jean-Claude Duvalier died a free man, says ex-UN prosecutor (via CBC News) Vancouver's cabbies take aim at Uber (via The Province) Keurig's coffee supremacy challenged by Canadian firm (via Yahoo! News) North and South Korea 'agree to talks' (via BBC News) See more » Your BC: The Tyee's Photo Pool Join The Tyee's Flickr group » View previous selections » Most Commented What I Saw with a German Tour of the Oil Sands (132 comments) Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign (76 comments) 'The Environment Is the Economy': MP Weston (106 comments) Fired Researcher Who Killed Self Was Evaluating Drug Backed by Clark (57 comments) Climate Warriors Must Forge Stronger Alliances, Now (53 comments) ISIS Threat: Let's Refuse to be Scared (79 comments) We Must Heed Naomi Klein's Call (309 comments) Christy Clark's No Pro at LNG Poker (38 comments) Six Steps to Protect Canadians from Flaws in China Trade Deal (128 comments) How Labour Unions Make Us Healthier (31 comments) About The Tyee National Pool Contributors Advertise Contact Funding Jobs Master Classes Privacy Policy Submissions Support The Tyee News Culture Opinion National Mediacheck Solutions Video Publications Tyee News Weekly Archives The Hook Other BC Blogs Reported Elsewhere Steve Burgess Murray Dobbin Michael Geist Crawford Kilian Rafe Mair Andrew Nikiforuk Shannon Rupp Bill Tieleman Dorothy Woodend Follow The Tyee Subscribe by email Subscribe by RSS Tyee Mobile App Managed Hosting by Gossamer Threads × Share article via email Send this article to: Your email address: Your message: Would you like to receive The Tyee's headlines free by email? Yes, every day. Yes, once a week. I already subscribe. No, thanks. Submit Show form again » Close)
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(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/insights_west/status/519167720315949056,Insights West on Twitter: "Today we are looking at the results of a study we released last week in conjunction with @SmallBusinessBC. http://t.co/eIXwJcserL" টুইটার অনুসন্ধান অনুসন্ধান টুইটার খুঁজুন সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ ভাষা : বাংলা. हिन्दी Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন টুইটার-এ নতুন ? আজই যোগদান করুন » সাইন ইন করুন ফোন, ইমেল বা ব্যবহারকারীর নাম পাসওয়ার্ড সাইন ইন আমাকে মনে রাখুন পাসওয়ার্ড ভুলে গেছেন? ইতিমধ্যে আপনি কি টেক্সট বার্তার মাধ্যমে টুইটার ব্যবহার করছেন? অনুসরণ অনুসরণ করা কর্মসমূহ:অনুসরণ না করা অবরুদ্ধ অবরোধ মুক্ত মুলতুবি বাতিল Insights West ‏ @insights_west ৬ ঘন্টা Today we are looking at the results of a study we released last week in conjunction with @SmallBusinessBC. http://bit.ly/IW_SBBC  প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট পুনঃটুইট ১ ৯:৫০ পূর্বাহ্ণ - ৬ অক্টোবর, ২০১৪ Insights West থেকে কোন আপডেট মিস্ করবেন না © 2014 টুইটার সম্বন্ধে সহায়তা বিজ্ঞপ্তি তথ্য বন্ধ মিডিয়াটিকে চিহ্নিত করুন এটি ইতিমধ্যে সংবেদনশীল কন্টেন্ট ধারণকারী হিসাবে চিহ্নিত হয়েছে। পতাকা তুলুন এটি সম্ভাব্যরূপে অবৈধ বিষয়বস্তুর ধারণকারী হিসেবে। সমর্পণ করা বাতিল মিডিয়াকে চিহ্নিত করা সম্পর্কে আরো জানুন খারিজ বন্ধ পূর্ববর্তী পরবর্তী বন্ধ একজন ব্যক্তির প্রোফাইলে যান সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ বন্ধ আপনার অনুসরণকারীদের এই পুনঃটুইটটি পাঠাবেন? বাতিল পুনঃটুইট বন্ধ আপনি কি নিশ্চিত যে এই টুইট মুছে দিতে চান? বাতিল মুছে ফেলুন বন্ধ রোধ করন বাতিল রোধ করন আপনার টুইটসমুহে একটি অবস্থান যুক্ত করুন যখন একটি অবস্থানের সঙ্গে আপনার টুইট করেন, টুইটার সেই অবস্থান সংরক্ষণ করে। প্রত্যেক টুইটের আগে আপনি আপনার অবস্থান চালু / বন্ধ করতে পারেন, এবং যে কোনও সময় আপনি আপনার অবস্থানের ইতিহাস মুছে ফেলতে পারেন। আরো জানুন অবস্থান চালু করুন এখন নয় স্থান বন্ধ করুন বন্ধ প্রোফাইল সারসংক্ষেপ বন্ধ আপনার তালিকাসমূহ বন্ধ একটি নতুন তালিকা তৈরি করুন নাম তালিকা বিবরণ 100 অক্ষরের কম, ঐচ্ছিক তালিকাসমূহ:গোপনীয়তা সাধারণ · যে কেউ এই তালিকা অনুসরণ করতে পারেন ব্যক্তিগত · শুধুমাত্র আপনিই এই তালিকায় প্রবেশ করতে পারবেন তালিকা সংরক্ষণ করুন বন্ধ বন্ধ এই টুইট স্থাপিত কর আপনার নীচের ওয়েবসাইটে কোডটি অনুলিপি দ্বারা এই টুইট যোগ করুন * আরও জানুন হুম, সার্ভারে পৌঁছনোর একটি সমস্যা ছিল। পরে আবার চেষ্টা করবেন? প্রকৃত টুইট অন্তর্ভুক্ত করুন অন্তর্ভুক্ত মিডিয়া প্রাকদর্শন বন্ধ টুইটারে নিবন্ধন করুন টুইটারে নেই? নিবন্ধন করুন, আপনির পছন্দের বিষয়গুলির সাথে যুক্ত হন, এবং তাদের বিষয়ে হালনাগাদ পান। একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন » বন্ধ দুটি উপায় (প্রেরণ এবং গ্রহণ) শর্ট কোড: দেশ কোড গ্রাহকদের জন্য মার্কিন যুক্তরাষ্ট্র 40404 (যে কোন) কানাডা 21212 (যে কোন) যুক্তরাজ্য 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM হাইতি 40404 Digicel, Voila আয়ারল্যান্ড 51210 Vodafone, O2 ভারত 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance ইন্দোনেশিয়া 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » অন্য দেশসমুহের এসএসএস সংক্ষিপ্ত কোড দেখুন বন্ধ নিশ্চিতকরণ)
(20141006,www.w3.org,http://www.w3.org/1999/xhtml/,XHTML namespace XHTML namespace The namespace name http://www.w3.org/1999/xhtml is intended for use in various specifications such as: Recommendations: XHTML™ 1.0: The Extensible HyperText Markup Language XHTML Modularization XHTML 1.1 XHTML Basic XHTML Print XHTML+RDFa Working drafts: HTML 5: A vocabulary and associated APIs for HTML and XHTML The charters of the following W3C Working Groups include work on HTML that may impact this namespace: Semantic Web Deployment Working Group, chartered July 2006 to work on RDFa WAI Protocols and Formats Working Group (PFWG), chartered Dec 2006 to work on Accessibility of Dynamic Web Content HTML Working Group, chartered March 2007 For more information about XML namespaces, please refer to Namespaces in XML. Michael Smith, W3C HTML Activity Lead Last edited: $Date: 2013-01-16 12:40:15 $)
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(20141007,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/issues/research.aspx?id=5818,BCTF > School K: Case Study of a Nanaimo elementary school’s approach to inclusion and ESL  	Untitled Page  For Teachers For Parents For Media Home E-mail Lists Links A to Z Index Contact Us Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources Home > Issues in Education > Inclusive Education > Research Project School K: Case Study of a Nanaimo elementary school’s approach to inclusion and ESL With thanks to the teachers, specialist educators, and administrators at School K by Judy Brayden March, 2003 Part One — Demographics, programs, and services The school and its community School K is located in central Nanaimo in the Harewood neighbourhood. The school registers students from Kindergarten to Grade 7, and as of February 2003, the student population was 465. Enrolment declined significantly between 1995 and 1998, leveled off at around 525 between 1998 and 2000, dropping to its current level between 2001 and 2002. The community and neighbourhood served by the school could be described as poor, diverse, and transient. According to the 1996 Canadian census, 43.7 % of the families whose children attended School K had an annual family income of less than $30,000 (compared to a provincial average of 27.6 % at this income-level). 60.9 % of the population over 15 years of age in 1996 had a high school diploma (compared to a provincial average of 68.1%) and 28.6 % had a post-secondary diploma (compared to a provincial average of 42 %). Recent Ministry of Human Resources figures indicate that 47.3% of 495 School K children live in families receiving income assistance. Of the 700 most economically-disadvantaged Canadian public schools, School K ranks in the 98th percentile, and its population is one of the ten most disadvantaged in the province. These data reflect high levels of poverty in the community served by the school. The proportion of students attending School K who are Aboriginal steadily increased between 1991 and 2001, growing from 7.6% to 24.4% of total school population. In 2001, this school figure of 24.4% represented three times the provincial average, which was 7.68%, and it was more than double the 11.1% proportion for the Nanaimo district as a whole (Ministry of Education Standard Reports 1587B and 1554, September 2001). The most recent (2002) Foundation Skills Assessment (FSA) results indicate that in reading comprehension, writing, and numeracy, both Grade 4 and Grade 7 students scored significantly lower than the average performance of students in other schools in the district, and lower than the average performance of all students in the province. The participation rate for all subsections of the FSA was slightly lower than that of the district and the provincial rate in both Grade 4 and 7, with the exception of Grade 4 numeracy, in which the participation rate was the same as the provincial rate (92%). School K is considered an “inner city school”, and has received supplemental funding for some time. Presently it receives $231,000 from the Ministry of Children and Family Development. Sixty-one percent (61%) of this money is used for the school meals program. Past practice for the Nanaimo School Board has been to recognize the need for differentiated funding to its most needy “inner-city” schools as well. Staffing The school population declined from 470.5 FTE (full-time equivalent) students in 2001 to 447.5 FTE students in 2002, a drop of 4.9%, and FTE educator staffing was reduced from 28.138 to 26.082 (-7.3%) for the same period. This means that school staffing was reduced by a greater amount than would normally be reflected by the declining enrolment. The school, therefore, has experienced real cuts in staffing, reducing its capacity to meet students’ needs and increasing teacher workload. The FTE student support teaching staff declined from 5.78 FTE in 2001 to 5.181 FTE in 2002, a loss of 0.6 FTE, or 10.4% in specialist support. At the same time, the Nanaimo School Board abandoned the itinerant service delivery model for ESL/ESD and the Integration Support for low-incidence students. According to specialist support staff in the school, this equated to 0.8 FTE more work for school-based support teachers. Despite the decline in overall student enrolment, they felt that the additional workload demanded was equivalent to approximately 1.4 FTE between 2001 and 2002. The FTE administration has remained at 1.4 FTE since 2001. This year the two principals are case-managers for three low-incidence students. The principal has also assumed supervision of ESL/ESD program implementation and documentation. The collective experience of the specialist educators at School K is considerable. They are highly trained and prepared for their roles in special education, and are experienced in working in inner-city schools with diverse and challenging student populations. In spite of this high level of experience, they report feeling “overloaded” and are concerned about levels of personal stress. Designated Special Education enrolments in the school According to the Special Education Summary by School, September 2002 (Form 1701), 56 of the students registered at that time (12%) were designated “students with special needs” (excluding Gifted). When the 4 Gifted students are included, there are 60 designated students (13.4% of the school’s total population). In addition, there were 52 designated ESL students (11% of the total student population). These are the designations of this year’s students with special needs: Category A (Physically dependent)   0 Category B (deaf/blind) 0 Category C (moderate/profound intellectual disability) 3 Category D (Physical disability/chronic health) 8 Category E (Visual impairment) 0 Category F (Deaf/hard of hearing) 0 Category G (Autism) 3 Category H (Intensive behaviour intervention/Serious mental illness) 6 Category K (Mild intellectual disability) 3 Category P (Gifted) 4 Category Q (Learning Disability) 6 Category R (Moderate behaviour/mental illness) 27 Total 60 School-based special education staff reported that they have actually prepared 196 special education and ESL files to date this school year, including individual educational plans (IEPs). This represented 42% of the student population. The actual distribution as of November 30, 2001, was as follows: 51 ESL and ESD, 15 low incidence, 4 severe behaviour, 29 moderate behaviour, 6 learning disabled, 3 mild mentally handicapped, 83 learning assistance, 4 gifted, and one International student. The demographics in this report are slightly different from the September 30 data collection because of the transient nature of the school population. Teachers recalled that on one day alone, a family of nine students registered at the school. In the opinion of the staff, all of the children would have needed to be assessed before programming could begin. These types of “surprise” registrations represent the unpredictable nature of the demands placed on the school staff. Of the above 196 files, 111 represented individual plans for Ministry-designated students with special needs and ESL/ESD students. The balance of 85 plans (43% of all the written plans) were needed in order to support the educational needs of those students who were not designated but needed individual planning. From these data, it appears that there are many more students with high needs in the school than are designated within official Ministry categories. Student support programs and services Prior to 2002, ESL and ESD services were provided by district, itinerant special education teachers. Specially-trained Integration Support Teachers (IST) developed IEPs and supported programs for low incidence students. Because of provincial budget decisions and district re-organization, the itinerant model of delivery for the Special Education and ESL programs was for the most part removed in June 2002. School-based managers were given the responsibility to develop support programs to meet all of the special education needs at the schools. The data collected on Ministry Form 1530 (budgeted FTE employees by program) for the 2002-03 school year, shows a reduction of over 64% in district ESL/ESD staffing: Nanaimo district’s combined ESL/ESD FTE of 10.52 teachers in 2001–02 was reduced to 3.752 ESL FTE in 2002–03. The district decision was to shift all elementary ESD and ESL support to the school-based learning assistance or learning support teachers, who were then asked to incorporate this education into the traditional learning assistance program. The Nanaimo district’s 4.75 FTE Integration Support (IST) staffing was reduced to 1.0 FTE and the job of writing IEPs for low incidence students, and the implementation of programs, also became the responsibility of the school-based learning assistance teacher. The remaining 1.0 FTE IST consults on integration issues (K–12) and supports the technology needs of all special needs students, including but not exclusive to those of low incidence students. Speech and language pathology (SLP) services remained at 6.4 FTE. This was a local board decision, based on the fact that SLP had been reduced significantly in previous budgets. The average SLP caseload is approximately 90 students. In response to these changes, portions of School K’s special education programs were restructured to include language support and learning assistance for all ESD and ESL students as well as those students who would normally need learning assistance support. Learning assistance teachers, administration, and classroom teachers assumed the job of IEP development for low incidence students as well. Other innovations developed by the administration and supported by the teaching staff included the development of a Learning Centre. Here 13 students, who had received several years of learning assistance, whose language skills remain significantly delayed, and whose behaviours would likely be disruptive to the progress of others in a regular classroom, receive literacy support, and community and life skills programs. A total of 6 of the current students are either designated or would qualify for ESD support. For the first time in many years an all-day Kindergarten class was established at School K this year. Enrolment criteria for this class were: special needs low incidence designation, First Nations ancestry, or ESL in the home. This program presently registers 14 students, 4 of whom are likely to need fairly intensive learning support in Grade 1. Part Two — How have services to students with special needs been affected as a result of recent provincial education budget decisions? Teachers interviewed in the school for this case study report that for some students special learning support has remained the same or improved from the previous year. However, they reported that for many of the most needy students, service has been reduced. As the school-based special education model has been revised to include a Learning Centre and an all-day Kindergarten, the quality of service for the students in both those groups has improved. The 13 students in the Learning Centre receive a multi-faceted and rich learning program, which includes some language support. Without the Learning Centre, these students would have received traditional learning assistance and, based on their past records, success likely would have been limited. Classroom behaviour issues and the strain on classroom teachers’ resources are reduced when such students are in the Learning Centre. The all-day Kindergarten has allowed the 14 registrants to have high quality educational environments for twice the time that they would normally receive it. The well-established Behaviour Support Room continues in place. This is a four-day-per-week program supporting the learning/behaviour needs of students with moderate to severe behavioural concerns. Students work in the regular classrooms but are able to “drop in to” or be assigned to work in the Behavioural Support Room, where the support teacher and EA staff are able to deal with behaviour or to offer educational support. The behaviour support teacher also offers learning assistance in the Behaviour Support Room. Because of changing behaviour demands, the program is designed to be flexible, but respondents report that learning assistance groups are often inadvertently disrupted by behaviour students. This is a less-than-ideal situation for learning assistance. The counseling support service remains as it has been for several years. The School K situation described by staff members is that there have always been far too many cases of children in need to make “one on one” counseling possible. Crisis intervention, either with a child in class or at home, receives highest priority. Links to other intervention agencies and programs within the community, and to the Ministry of Children and Family Development support for the community school concept, and community advocacy education, consume the balance of the counselor’s time. Some School K teachers expressed the belief that there have been gradual reductions in specialist supports in Special Education over the last several years because of provincial budget decisions forcing cuts in the district. This has meant that the needs of those children who require more than one hour of support per day, and who are operating one to two years behind the expectation for the grade level, have increasingly become the responsibility of the classroom teacher. In some cases, the sole responsibility lies with the classroom teacher. For many classroom teachers, it is therefore more difficult to meet the needs of all the students in their class. Some respondents suggested that classroom standards have had to be lowered, and that the needs of those students who are able to achieve beyond the expectation of the grade are not always met. Reducing services supporting students with special needs therefore impacts not only those students with special needs, but all students in the class. Teachers reported that the learning assistance teachers are now incorporating support for ESL students within their redefined roles. But respondents felt that Learning Assistance teachers cannot be expected to deliver the appropriate vocabulary development and cultural enrichment that ESL students need and deserve when incorporating ESL/ESD students into remedial learning assistance groups. Thus teachers are being expected to assume specialist responsibilities without specialist training. Classroom and specialist support teachers are concerned about the ethical and professional ramifications of abandoning the ESL pedagogy and methods and instead using learning assistance approaches with ESL populations. Some respondents felt that fewer high incidence students are being designated since the start of this school year. Recent changes to funding and designation definitions, and pressures to provide services with inadequate resources, were named as reasons. Specialist teachers worry that if the energy demanded to complete additional paperwork, attend additional meetings, and so on, is ultimately unlikely to result in improved services to students, classroom teachers might opt to spend that energy dealing with classroom demands instead. This causes a moral dilemma for special educators. They believe that collaborative planning is necessary to meet the needs of students, but if very limited services can be provided, it is difficult to justify the time used for such collaboration. Part Three — How has the role of the specialist teacher been affected as a result of provincial Education Budget decisions? Respondents had various views about the amount or type of “control” they now felt in their specialist role. Many said they still had a high degree of professional autonomy but that they were frustrated and worried about continued cuts to education funding. They fear that more changes could be announced without warning; changes that would negatively impact students, and which could make their jobs even more difficult. They all expressed frustration with the change to the definition of “learning disabled students” (LD) because this has a huge impact on the classroom teachers, whose groups already include so many needy individuals. Respondents indicated that their colleagues from around the district call on their help more frequently than in past years. School K specialists felt that many of their specialist colleagues are having difficulty with the combination of roles they are now expected to play. Some teachers have been assigned to positions for which they have little training. It was the feeling of some respondents that in some support situations “credentials seem to have been disregarded”, as the district fits people into roles to match budgets rather than students’ needs. Generally, specialists at School K feel supported by their administrative colleagues, who have assumed roles of case managers, student advocates, and writers of IEPs. They usually feel supported by classroom teacher colleagues as well. Respondents reported that they are able to act professionally in their new or revised roles. Some reported concern about their ability to advocate for students’ needs when they are asked to write an IEP on a student with whom they have no direct contact. They posed questions such as: Does yet another name on a caseload serve any purpose other than to add stress? Are specialists promising services where none can be provided? Who is ultimately responsible for attaining the goals of the IEP? The caseloads of each of the four student-support teachers vary. They range from 13 to 47 students. Assessment and paperwork demands have become increasingly burdensome in the last year. Respondents indicated that there is not enough time to properly assess the students in the school. Coincidentally, this year they have been asked to administer the Woodcock Johnson Achievement assessment (previously administered by district personnel, as school-based testing materials were outdated). In addition, there are many children in the regular classroom whose programs need to be supported with current and accurate assessment. Home-schooled students are now entitled to a comprehensive assessment of their achievement levels at any time during their schooling. Because of these factors, and because staffing is limited, a considerable backlog in assessment services presently exists. Because the Behaviour Support teacher (0.8 FTE) has just four days to complete all of the work of the program, she must cancel support services in order to complete assessments. Presently, scheduled blocks are too short (three at 20 minutes each) to prove useful, and even 60 consecutive minutes would not accommodate the need. Part Four — How has the shift to school-based decision making and services to students with special needs affected district support for specialist teachers? The district support structure has changed dramatically since June 2002. Three district-level administrative positions were reduced entirely and the entire assignment of Special Education Support was given to one district-level director. Previously, there existed a zone model in which each of the district-level administrators shared some of the responsibility for special education. At this same time, the board adopted a model of school-based management in which the allocation of school-based support became the decision of the principal. As part of restructuring the itinerant model of special services delivery, Integration Support Teachers (IST), ESL, and ESD were dramatically reduced. All respondents agreed that this shift to school-based specialist support has unequivocally affected the level and quality of support offered to Nanaimo specialist teachers. Some of their comments are shared here: “Everyone is scrambling. People are frustrated…in October we were told that ESD students are no longer designated. In December we were told to update ESD files and do IEPs. This caused animosity, resentment, and stress.” “The integration teachers are no longer available and the district practice of monthly meetings has been unworkable.” “It takes upwards of a week to get feedback on some fairly serious issues, compared to two days last year or in the past”. Others refer to district staff as “overwhelmed”. No one blames individuals, but all respondents were convinced that support for them by district staff had dwindled or disappeared entirely. Summary The overall student population of School K decreased by 4.8% this year, while teacher staffing has been cut by 7.4%. Special education prevalence is high in the school, with 12% of the total student population designated as students with special needs. School K also has high levels of ESL/ESD students (11% of the total student population), and because of poverty levels also continued to receive extra support from the Ministry of Children and Family Development (inner city and community school). All evidence indicates that the educational needs of the community are great and will likely continue to increase. In spite of this, staffing cuts in school student support services have been severe, more than 10%-reduced since last year. School-based educational changes (Learning Centre and all-day Kindergarten) continue to advance School K as an innovative school in addressing the needs of its community. However, should budgets be reduced further, the existing learning assistance staff may not be able to support the needs of the most needy students in the school. This will further impact the role of the classroom teacher, because so many students have special learning needs. There is a strong sense that the district-level decision to move away from an itinerant model to a school-based model is placing considerable stress on Special Education and ESL/ESD support staff in the school. There was also a belief among staff that the school is less able to meet the needs of its diverse and needy student population this school year than was the case in previous years. There exists a concern that some high-incidence students with special needs are not being designated, because they no longer generate additional funding. Provincial education funding decisions and changes to Ministry of Education direction (changes to designations) have influenced district-wide reorganization and affected the level of service, the workload, and the morale of the special educators in the school. The loss of support for specialists from the district staff has been broadly and negatively felt by all of the special education staff at School K. Considerably more is expected from fewer staff accessing less resources, and respondents are concerned that they will not be able to absorb further reductions in support levels or time allocations.   About Us | News & Events | Publications | Advocacy & Action | Social Justice | Issues in Education © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141007,www.huffingtonpost.com,http://www.huffingtonpost.com/taste/,Recipes, Cooking Tips & Food Trends - HuffPost Taste Using a mobile device? Go to m.huffingtonpost.com for huffpost mobile. Cronuts iOS app Android app Log in Create Account Notifications Profile Settings Logout October 7, 2014 Edition: U.S. BR Brasil CA Canada DE Deutschland ES España FR France IT Italia JP 日本 (Japan) KR 한국 (Korea) MG Maghreb UK United Kingdom US United States Follow FRONT PAGE Politics Colorado Governor: Legalizing Marijuana Was 'Reckless'500 Court Rejects Appeal On South Carolina Redistricting483 Reporter Asked Mark Pryor Whether Obama Is Doing Enough On Ebola. It Wasn't Pretty. 60 Percent Of Americans Soon Will Live In States With Marriage Equality536 Supreme Court Rejects Gay Marriage Appeals From 5 States937 Go to Politics More in Politics Pollster Politics Blog Off The Bus Election Maps Pollster You might also like WorldPost Green Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Entertainment Kris Jenner Opens Up About The Late Robert Kardashian Blake Lively Is Pregnant!30 Mariah Carey Proves She's Not Lip-Synching42 Is This Where George Clooney And Amal Alamuddin Honeymooned? Pregnant Kelly Rowland Poses Topless In Black And White Photo Shoot Go to Entertainment More in Entertainment Celebrity TV You might also like Comedy Arts Books Food Style Weird News Moviefone Business Walmart And Whole Foods Are Slowly Killing Traditional Supermarkets124 The North And South Are Seriously Divided When It Comes To Fast Food23 Chase Bank Refuses To Admit How Many People Were Actually Hacked29 Here's The Letter Calling On Mark Zuckerberg To Help 'Servant'-Like Bus Drivers27 You Can Now Get Health Insurance At Walmart53 Go to Business More in Business Small Biz Money You might also like WorldPost Tech Media Arts Sports Weird News Smarter Ideas Urban Progress Media New York Times Editorial Board Backs Marijuana Initiatives56 This Is Why Live TV Weather Reports Are Still The Best Iran Frees Journalist On Bail Go to Media More in Media Eat The Press Calderone: The Backstory You might also like Entertainment TV Comedy Arts Books Religion Moviefone Style Kylie Jenner Has A New Hair Line, All By Herself The Easy Fall Haircut That Works For Everyone 8 Things Your Friends Really Need To Chill About17 10 Totally Terrifying Halloween Nail Art Ideas Amp Up Your Knuckle Rings With French Fries And Sushi Go to Style More in Style The Beauty Page Fashion Trends Celebrity Style You might also like Home Women Parents Weddings Travel Divorce Post 50 Travel 50 Fictional Places You Can Visit In Real Life Go to Travel More in Travel Travel Video Destinations Themed Guides TSA Airlines You might also like Food Arts World GPS for the Soul Recipes Green Reality Star Reveals The Stunning Pollution TV Cameras Didn't Show17 Bear Cub Found Dead In Central Park16 LOOK: This Crab Stood Up To A Very Large Alligator -- And Won World Falling Behind On Plan To Protect Natural World, UN Says Typhoon Washes 3 U.S. Airmen Out To Sea30 Go to Green More in Green Energy Climate Change Animals Green Tech Green Holiday You might also like Politics Food WorldPost Science Healthy Living Comedy will.i.am Turns Jimmy Fallon's 'Ew!' Into Solid Gold30 32 Hilarious Haunted House Reactions Caught On Camera18 Yep, The Police Can LEGALLY Do That146 And Here's Why Cats Make Absolutely No Sense12 Seinfeld Uses Ad Award Speech To Mercilessly Mock Advertising Execs41 Go to Comedy More in Comedy Funny Videos Comedy Club Political Humor Original Video Crossing The Line You might also like Entertainment TV Weird News College Arts Home The 5 Best American Cities To Live In Right Now Are...35 6 Gyms That Take In-Home Fitness To A Whole. New. Level. Go to Home More in Home House Tours Cleaning Design Entertaining Real Estate Celebrity Homes You might also like Style Food Healthy Living Arts HUFFPOST LIVE Next Ferguson & The Threat Of State Violence Next SCOTUS To Rule On Prisoner's Beard Tomorrow 'Felony' Star Jai Courtney LIVE Tomorrow Author & Therapist Linda Carroll LIVE Tomorrow Macy Gray LIVE Go to HuffPost Live ALL SECTIONS News Politics WorldPost Business Small Business Money Media Sports Education Crime Weird News Good News Entertainment Entertainment Celebrity Comedy Arts & Culture Books TV Life & Style Healthy Living GPS for the Soul Style Home Taste Weddings Travel Parents Divorce Huff/Post 50 Marlo Thomas OWN Dr. Phil Tech & Science Tech Science Green Code Voices Women Black Voices Latino Voices Voces (en español) Gay Voices Religion College Teen Impact Local Chicago DC Denver Detroit Hawaii Los Angeles Miami New York San Francisco Our Mobile Apps iOS App HuffPost Live iOS Android App Taste Recipes Baking Entertaining Healthy Eating Taste Tests Chefs Restaurants Regional Foods Videos Food For Thought Storytelling Half Baked Harvest 17 Reasons You Need A Lunch Bowl In Your Life Comment | Lunch Huffington Post Can You Grow Pizza On Farms? ... Yes. Yes, You Can. 2 | Travel Next Gluten-Free With LB 23 Heavenly Gluten-Free Chocolate Desserts Comment This Just In Spache The Spatula 13 Pizza Recipes For The Lazy Pizza Lover For when you need pizza, and you need it now. Comment Roger Dixon via Getty Images So WTF Is In Ghee, Anyway? Why has this butter become a fad? Comment A Spicy Perspective 30 Lasagna Recipes For Cold-Weather Comfort All of them loaded with cheese. 13 | Dinner Recipes Quentin Bacon/Food&Wine 41 Ways We Can't Wait To Eat Pears One of the only reasons we're okay with summer ending. 9 | Recipes Robert Remen via Getty Images The Best Way To Organize Your Freezer It involves a straw and a file folder. Comment | Video Tess Ward How To Make Soba Noodles At Home Making noodles from scratch might seem daunting, but it's actually quite easy. Comment nata_vkusidey via Getty Images The Best Rums Under $30 It's no secret that it can be hard to find just the right rum to fit your cocktail and budget... Comment | Liquor Andrew A | Flickr 10 Vintage Coke Commercials That Are Truly Iconic You're going to want to see these. 7 | Hpstorytelling 8 Things You Never Knew About The Great Ron Popeil He's friends with Flavor Flav, and Weird Al wrote a song about him. 6 The Simple Veganista 13 Hummus Sandwiches That'll Solve Lunch Your work week just got easier. Comment | Lunch Noam Galai / noamgalai.com via Getty Images The Official Cronut Recipe From Dominique Ansel... It explains why people wait so long for just two Cronuts. 10 | Cronuts How Sweet It Is 24 Brilliant Ways To Eat Acorn Squash Don't let butternut and pumpkin be the only squashes you make this fall. 10 | Fall Recipes Japanexperterna.se The Cutest Donuts In The World Have Been Found Thank you, Japan, for the greatest animal donuts. Comment | Food and Drink kimubert | Flickr If Japan Is Eating Fried Maple Leaves, Why Aren't... We're pretty sure these would taste delicious. 10 | Travel Next Grant Condon/Jennifer Bui The World's 18 Best Food Cities, Ranked We spend a lot of time, here at Thrillist, trying to figure out the best things to eat. 14 | Food Food52 How To Eat Toast For Dinner Dinner always tastes better when you eat it with your hands. 1 | Dinner Recipes .shock via Getty Images The Best Chain Restaurant All-You-Can-Eat Deals In order to rank these deals, we focused on not only the selection of food served, but also the... 16 | Restaurants Simply Recipes 50 Ways To Eat Brussels Sprouts Just think of them as cute little Cabbage Patch Kids. 20 | Recipes Pass the Sushi 30 Takes On Fall's Greatest Dessert It's time to OD on apple and cinnamon. 10 | Baking iandavid | Flickr The Best Sources For The Obscure Ingredients In... We tracked them down so you don't have to. Comment | Baking Kristina Heiner via Getty Images The Funniest Tweets About Food This Week Twitter was exceptionally tasty this week. Comment 7Gadgets Flask Mittens Are Making Winter Bearably Boozy Winter just got easier. Comment | Food and Drink ehaurylik via Getty Images How To Make An Iced Coffee Cocktail For Brunch Boozy brunch is coming to a kitchen near you. Comment | Video 7 Basic Pizza Myths You Probably Still Believe Get it together, people. 112 Half Baked Harvest All The Excuses You Need To Eat More Parmesan You are welcome. Comment | Cheese Recipe Collections Lunchbox Bunch 22 Vegetarian Meals That Have More Protein Than A Burger Fit Foodie Finds Make Your Own Fancy Nut Butters Half Baked Harvest 24 Ways To Eat Fresh Figs Half Baked Harvest 20 Reasons We Can't Stop Eating Winter Squash Recipe Search Follow HuffPost Email Facebook Twitter Google Plus RSS Mobile The Morning Email Taste Get top stories and blogs posts emailed to you each day. HuffPost Taste HuffPost Follow Taste Follow HuffPost Taste Most Popular on HuffPost Latest News Taste View all RSS feeds Most Popular Viewed Shared Discussed If Japan Is Eating Fried Maple Leaves, Why Aren't We? 10  Thrillist: The World's 18 Best Food Cities, Ranked 14  The Official Cronut Recipe From Dominique Ansel IS HERE 10  Call Off The Search, The Cutest Kitty Cat Donuts Have Been Found 0  10 Iconic Coca-Cola TV Ads That Prove Vintage Commercials Are The Best 7  More Stories Hello America, It's Me, Colorado 52  Navy SEAL's Intimidating Rules For Dating His Daughter Go Viral 165  Funniest Parenting Tweets: What Moms And Dads Said On Twitter This Week 32  Target's Response To My Calling Out Their Girls' Clothing Problem 2262  13 Simple Tricks To A Long And Happy Marriage 3  More Stories More Stories Don't Miss These Bloggers The 7 Essential Wine Apps Liquor.com 10/06/2014 Liquor.com The revolution is official: Wine-focused apps are now acting like digital sommeliers. They're... Read Post  |  Comment Trending News: When It Comes to Drinking, Men... AskMen 10/06/2014 The world's largest men's lifestyle site, dedicated to helping you become a better man. Looks like science has given me a free pass to over-indulge at my college reunion this year. Read Post  |  Comment 5 Fall Salads You're About to Fall in Love With Jennifer Segal 10/05/2014 Once Upon a Chef Made with shredded kale, crisp pancetta, tart apples and pecans in a zingy maple vinaigrette, this... Read Post  |  Comments (4) How to Make Any Steak Tender Steven Raichlen 10/03/2014 Grilling Authority, www.barbecuebible.com The world's grill masters have evolved a variety of strategies for tenderizing even traditionally... Read Post  |  Comments (66) Cooking Off the Cuff: Not-Canned Tuna Edward Schneider 10/01/2014 Travel, cooking and food writer This not-canned tuna would be terrific, if inauthentic, in a salade niçoise. Read Post  |  Comment Frying with Olive Oil and Other Ways You're... The Daily Meal 09/26/2014 TheDailyMeal.com Whether you're choosing coconut oil for popcorn or olive oil for a quick sauté, the first thing... Read Post  |  Comments (3) How Do You Get Rid Of Cooking Smells? Here Are... Epicurious 09/25/2014 The spicy potatoes hit the spot -- but hours after the fact, my studio apartment still smelled like... Read Post  |  Comment Now That You're Officially Allowed to Eat Fall... Zoe Lintzeris 09/23/2014 Food and Taste Blog Editor, The Huffington Post Not a cook? Fine. But you might want to learn how to make a proper mac and cheese or try your hand... Read Post  |  Comments (2) 5 Things About Trendy Restaurants That You... Anneli Rufus 09/22/2014 Journalist, author of 'Unworthy,' 'Party of One', and 'Stuck.' Will restaurants forever be synonymous with suppressed suffering? Read Post  |  Comments (29) Food Hacks for the Best Tailgate Ever The Daily Meal 09/26/2014 TheDailyMeal.com Even the most avid tailgaters are guilty of making this simple "newbie" mistake: they always forget... Read Post  |  Comment Make the Ultimate Hot Sauce (Hint: It Involves... Steven Raichlen 09/19/2014 Grilling Authority, www.barbecuebible.com You produce a hot sauce with complex umami flavors -- a condiment worthy of your best grilling. Read Post  |  Comment Iconic Cookie Brands from Around the World The Daily Meal 09/22/2014 TheDailyMeal.com In the States we may find pantries filled with Chips Ahoy!, but head to Spain and you are likely to... Read Post  |  Comment Glenlivet's $25,000 Whisky That's Actually A... Tony Sachs 09/21/2014 Drinker of Spirits, Listener of Music, Watcher of Baseball, Writer of Words This is what a $25,000 whisky looks like. Read Post  |  Comment I Wish Red Delicious Apples Would Just Go Away Sally Kuzemchak, MS, RD 09/17/2014 Registered Dietitian, Freelance Writer, Educator and Mom Most students take a few nibbles and push them aside. Who could blame them? Read Post  |  Comments (5) Give Lamb a Chance Sunset 09/17/2014 Lifestyle magazine Lamb gives some people the shudders. I know -- I used to be one of them. Read Post  |  Comment Best Oyster Bars in America (PHOTOS) Travel + Leisure 09/18/2014 TravelandLeisure.com Like a fine wine exhibits its terroir, an oyster's merroir imparts a distinct flavor, from the... Read Post  |  Comments (4) Butter vs. Margarine and Other Food Face-Offs The Daily Meal 09/16/2014 TheDailyMeal.com Healthy eating shouldn't be complicated, so we've set out to get the truth about these health food... Read Post  |  Comment Cooking Off the Cuff: Dumplings Inspired By a... Edward Schneider 09/17/2014 Travel, cooking and food writer These dumplings made an excellent side dish. Read Post  |  Comment Videos Play Full screen How to Make 'The Elvis' Sandwich Chef Michael Kornick demonstrates how to make this sweet and savory sandwich with peanut butter, bananas and bacon. Play Full screen Ingrid Hoffmann's Rice and Beans with a Kick Ingrid Hoffman takes to the 'Rachael Ray' show to share this delicious and affordable meal. Play Full screen British Scientists Coin First Levitating Cocktail British edible inventor, Charlie Francis, has created a floating cocktail you can drink mid air. Buzz60's Leigh Scheps shows us his creation and a few others. Play Full screen Monster Cupcake Delight kids and adults alike with these monster cupcakes, perfect for any halloween party! Play Full screen Worm Burgers and Nuggets Now Available in Supermarkets Worm burgers and nuggets are available in Belgian supermarkets since the 1st of October. Will the Belgian people consume this as part of their daily meal? Previous Next Advertise Make HuffPost your Home Page RSS Careers FAQ User Agreement Privacy Comment Policy About Us About Our Ads Contact Us Copyright © 2014 TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. | "The Huffington Post" is a registered trademark of TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. All rights reserved. Part of AOL-HuffPost Food)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=10150,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 6, May/June 2003 B.C. needs rural schools by Wendy Nielsen Last fall, our masters class was shown a disturbing graphic. It was a chart with two columns: One listed every school district in B.C.; the other showed dollars spent per student. The professor had highlighted the districts that had spent the most and the least money. The discrepancy was shocking. The three highest amounts were in remote, geographically diverse areas. The three lowest were in the Lower Mainland. The highest amount spent was four times the lowest amount spent, and it was over three times the provincial average. In class, we talked about how increasing the spending per student in a rural or remote school is intended to improve equity of access for students. Having taught in one of the three districts that received the highest allocation of funding, I was extremely uneasy about the idea that the students somehow had "equitable access" because of relatively large sums of money being spent. Perhaps it is worth unpacking the phrase equity of access; it’s considered a strong indicator for a quality educational environment (B.C. Ministry of Education, Rural education task force members chosen. News Release IB 06-02, September 5, 2002). Is this the case, and if so, how do we know? What does it mean to say that students have equity of access? Access to what? The diversity of factors that directly and indirectly influence learning is great. The factors include training and experience of teachers, availability of learning resources for courses across the curriculum, extra-curricular opportunities according to the individual needs and interests of the students, school athletics, community and parental support for the school, socioeconomic, and cultural factors. The ability of communities, schools, and families to provide substantive and supportive access to those factors varies greatly. Some are beyond the control of the school itself. Educational services delivered in rural areas cost more. Why? Usually schools are smaller, especially secondary schools. A smaller number of pupils (and their per-pupil funding) pays for building maintenance, utilities, administrative overhead, teaching and support staff salaries, purchase of learning resources, technology upgrades and support... You get the idea. Any school holds students with a range of abilities, interests, and needs. Small schools have fewer students in any one category. Those students still deserve access to the services they need. This is why education in small schools costs more. Why should the expense be supported? The rural areas of B.C. provide the raw materials on which our economy is built. People need to be able to live near where they work. They need to be able to raise their families, without subjecting their children to disadvantages. Children need to be able to go to school near where they live. Schools need to be supported so that this can happen. Closing schools diminishes the educational opportunity available to students in rural areas. This, at a time when the Ministry of Education claims a commitment to three values in its operations: effectiveness, equity, and efficiency (BC Ministry of Education Annual Report 2001/02). Effectiveness is measured according to students’ achieving to high standards. For students to achieve to a high level of standards, resources must be devoted to the education system. Equity should mean that students, wherever they live, have access to the same level of educational opportunity available elsewhere. That is problematic when efficiency concerns overshadow equity concerns. Efficiency is the basis of the argument to amalgamate small schools, especially in rural areas, so that "economies of scale" can result in cost savings. What is lost in closing a school is rarely considered in efficiency formulas: wasted time in riding buses, transportation and maintenance costs for equipment and people, maintenance of an unused building for an indefinite period of time, lower levels of parental involvement when the school is in the next town, cultural clashes between groups of students who were once rivals, staff changes and dislocations when everything but the building moves to the new location. All of those items should be considered "expenses" when a school closes, but they rarely are. Some are one-time expenses; others will be permanent new expenses. Considering the value of effectiveness, questions should be raised about how effective a school can actually be when its service levels, staffing, and even viability are diminishing. Equity demands that service levels be maintained, so that students are given their rightful opportunity to achieve to their individual capabilities. The stated values are being unevenly supported. How can achievement be improved as resources are cut in the name of efficiency? Likewise, how can improvements to equity of access be enabled when moves to efficiency close schools? Efficiency does not indicate an effective school system. Resources do; resources in the form of material and personnel, including support staff to assist students and teachers, and well-supplied classrooms provide opportunities for schools to be effective in promoting student achievement. Closing schools is not the answer to what ails the B.C. education system. Improving services is. This means hiring more teachers, not fewer, expanding school services, not closing them, and offering our young people more, not less, choice. All those things cost more, and are necessary expenses for us to bear. A school is an integral part of any community. In any rural area of B.C., the school fulfills many roles: a place for learning, including opportunities for continuing education, a place for public meetings and athletic events, a rich resource for knowledge, a salary base providing economic advantage to the community, a focal point for community pride. In areas of the province where education costs more, we must consider those assets in any efficiency equations. We must ensure that equity is valued and meaningful for each and every student in the province, regardless of where he or she lives. Only then can we consider our school system to be effective. Wendy Nielsen is a teacher working on an M.A. in curriculum studies at UBC. Editor’s Note: 43 of the 44 schools closed last year were rural schools. Another 53 are projected to close this year. For more information, go to bctf.ca/action/cuts/budget Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7368,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 5, March 2006 On being well: China’s English-language teachers by Julia Johnson In July 2005, I volunteered with 40 other people from the United States, Great Britain, and Hong Kong to teach conversational English to language teachers of China through the Amity Foundation’s Summer English Program (SEP). The SEP is funded by the Chinese government and provides an opportunity for language teachers of China to improve their English speaking ability. Volunteers are organized into teams of four to six and after a three-day orientation are sent to a regional capital where they become immersed in 20 days of English instruction and Chinese culture. My team was sent to Inner Mongolia. My participation was a milestone for Amity; it was the first time a Canadian had volunteered for the SEP in its 20-year history. Even though this was my first experience, there were many who were returning for their 2nd, 3rd, or 4th time. It seemed to be a popular activity for those who were retired. Selection to the program was based on good health and a desire to make a difference. Age and teaching experience were not limiting factors. As a result, there was a balance of volunteers ranging in age from 20 to 70, and from every walk of life. The Chinese government, in their effort to grow economically, wants its English-language teachers to be very good at their job so more people will be able to speak the language of international business, especially with the Olympic games being held in Beijing in 2008. For the Chinese English-language teacher, however, the issue is how to inspire students when they perceive English as a subject they must learn in order to pass. In the rural areas, the task of teaching English is even more daunting as most students will remain in the farming community, where English will not be spoken. Another issue for these teachers is their working and learning conditions. Class size ranges from 40–100 students. With large classes there is little opportunity for individuals to practise, and students, impatient with a teacher who attempts to speak English during a lesson, complain that they don’t understand what is being said. Hence, English is taught by speaking the language of the region using an English text. If anyone needs a wellness program it is China’s English-language teacher. There is a prevalent attitude amongst them that their students are not conversant in English because they themselves lack the skill to speak English fluently. They readily accept the blame for their inadequacies stating they are lazy, unmotivated, and too shy to open their mouths to speak English. They suggest that the lack of an English-speaking environment makes it difficult for them to improve their skills. In reality, these teachers are far from lazy and unmotivated. What they are is weary. After the long hours they spend preparing their lessons and marking their students’ work, they have no time or energy to nurture their passion, which is learning the English language. However, regardless of their adverse teaching conditions, they tell you they love their students and they love what they do. To say I learned a lot about myself and something of China, doesn’t begin to describe the impact this teaching experience had on me. I valued this educational, relational, and cultural journey not only because it was stress-free and safe, but because the work was meaningful and fulfilling. The opportunity to be immersed in a culture is a unique way to explore a new land. Much can be shared about this work, culture, and travel, but with limited space, I will say, for the purpose of this column, that personal wellness is a universal concern and needs to be our quest for the 21st Century. If you wish a conversation regarding my China experiences, I would be pleased to speak with you. For more information on this teaching opportunity, visit www.amityfoundation.org. Julia Johnson, a learning resource teacher at Red Bluff School, in Quesnel, is a BCTF PD wellness associate and a member of the Teacher Newsmagazine Advisory board. johnsonj@abccom.bc.ca, 250-747-3650. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Touring a natural gas drilling rig with @MLA Mike Bernier, and Brian from EnCana http://t.co/AifdJ4H07b" @Teresa_Wat - 06:01pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/blogs/research.aspx?blogmonth=4&blogyear=2010&blogid=7524,BCTF Blogs > Research  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources Home > Social Media > Research Blog Search this blog: BCTF Information Services—Research & Reports Provides summaries and links to new reports and studies in the fields of education, labour, and social sciences. NAPLAN Boycott Update - News from Australia Permanent link News out of New South Wales today, as teachers continue to boycott the Australian NAPLAN tests, ignoring an order from the NSW Industrial Relations Commission to implement the tests in May.  In response to the determination on the part of teachers and their union to keep the boycott going, the Education Department is recruiting emergency strike breakers to fill 2,000 positions for May 11, 12, and 13 – reportedly willing to hire “anyone” to supervise the tests, including backpackers with work visas, provided they pass a police background check.  So far, teachers in four Australian states – Queensland, Tasmania, New South Wales, and Western Australia - have been ordered by their respective industrial relations commissions to drop the boycott.  Industrial hearings will be requested by the governments in Victoria and South Australia on Monday. The State School Teachers’ Union of Western Australia has given up the boycott in the wake of the ruling from the West Australian Industrial Relations Commission.  Education Minister Julia Gillard is hailing this move as, “the right thing for students, for their parents, for schools and for the nation,” and is calling on unions in other states to follow the lead of the SSTUWA.  However, David Kelly, president of the SSTUWA, called Gillard’s comments “false and misleading” and noted that “the union is working with its lawyers seeking any and every legal option it may have to challenge the commission’s ruling.” The unions face heavy fines and possible deregistration if they continue to ignore the orders from the IRCs. Click here for the latest news from the New South Wales Teachers Federation. A succinct summary of the foundations of the national moratorium campaign, launched by the Australian Education Union on April 12, as well as the specific directives for union members to follow throughout the testing period in order to comply with the moratorium can be found here, on the State School Teachers’ Union of Western Australia website.  (It is hard to say, though, whether or not this page will stay online now that the SSTUWA has dropped out of the national campaign.) The AEU’s “Stop league tables” campaign page is here. Last Edited by BCTF Info. Services at 30/04/2010 4:33 PM Comments (0) Standardized Testing Update: Australia & the UK Permanent link Some quick updates on standardized testing in the UK and Australia: The Australian Education Union (AEU) has voted to ban teachers from administering the NAPLAN tests, which are scheduled for May.  Yesterday, the Queensland Industrial Relations Committee ordered public school teachers in the state to halt their boycott of the tests.  However, the AEU  is insisting that the test ban will continue.  And in England, headteachers have come out strongly in favour of boycotting the national Sats tests for 10- and 11-year-olds, according to the results of polling carried out by the NUT and the NAHT. Stay tuned for more updates. Posted by BCTF Info. Services at 20/04/2010 4:58 PM Comments (0) The Canadian Income Gap and the "Fraying Social Safety Net" Permanent link   Some recent insights into income inequality, the minimum wage in British Columbia, and the deterioration of the social safety net in Canada: Daniel Wilson and David Macdonald The Income Gap Between Aboriginal Peoples and the Rest of Canada Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives April 2010; 34 pages Mending Canada’s Frayed Social Safety Net: The Role of Municipal Governments Federation of Canadian Municipalities March 2010; 72 pages Iglika Ivanova “Tax cuts don’t make up for B.C.’s low minimum wages” CCPA Policy Note blog April 4, 2010 Last Edited by BCTF Info. Services at 09/04/2010 4:33 PM Comments (0) Merit Pay in Florida - An Update Permanent link The Florida House passed the controversial teacher merit pay bill early this morning after a long night of extensive debate.  The bill now moves on to Florida Governor Charlie Crist, a Republican who is facing a major challenge for a U.S. Senate seat in the November elections.  He will have seven days to decide whether or not to sign the bill into law.  Opponents of the bill are calling on him to veto it, and there is some indication that he has moved away from his initial strong support of the measure.  Should the bill be signed into law, there is a chance that the Florida Education Association will challenge it in the courts. In response to the new possibility of a veto from Crist, Republican Senator John Thrasher, the bill’s sponsor, is now talking about introducing a separate reconciliation bill in order to make changes to the merit pay bill once it becomes law.  The process of reconciliation was recently used by Democrats in the U.S. Congress to pass the recent health care legislation.  In the case of the Florida education legislation, Thrasher has stated that a reconciliation bill would address “implementation, not overall policy.” Meanwhile, thousands of students in a number of Miami-Dade county high schools walked out of their classes today to protest the bill. Last Edited by BCTF Info. Services at 09/04/2010 4:40 PM Comments (0) << April 2010 >> Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat         1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30   Blogroll On Education: Schools for a Civil Society B.C. Education Report (Tracy Sherlock, Vancouver Sun) The Hook/Education Teacher Solidarity UBC Educational Studies blog Where the Blog has No Name Archive April 2014 March 2014 January 2014 December 2013 November 2013 October 2013 September 2013 August 2013 June 2013 May 2013 April 2013 March 2013 December 2012 September 2012 August 2012 November 2011 September 2011 April 2011 March 2011 February 2011 January 2011 December 2010 November 2010 October 2010 September 2010 August 2010 July 2010 June 2010 May 2010 April 2010 March 2010 January 2010 December 2009 November 2009 October 2009 September 2009 Subjects Education Labour Social Sciences Recent Posts Recent Additions to the Information Services Research Files - April 2014 Recent Additions to the Information Services Research Files - March 2014 Recent Additions to the Information Services Research Files - February 2014 Recent Additions to the Information Services Research Files - January 2014 Recent Additions to the Information Services Research Files - December 2013 If you are experiencing technical difficulties, please contact the webmanager@bctf.ca. About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=29053,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2013 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 25, Number 4, Jan./Feb. 2013   President’s message  By Susan Lambert   I donít understand the attack on unions. Think of the range and breadth of this attack. Everything from a barrage of pejorative characterizations of unions as old-fashioned, unthinking, lunch-bucket, top down, sloganeering, massive power structures, to a host of legislative assaults on the right to organize and bargain collectively like right to work (RTW) legislation in the USA and our own federal Bill C-377, which purports to make union finances transparent, but in fact imposes a huge burden of record keeping, red tape, and intrusions into member privacy. The legislation is meant to entangle unions in a mass of bureaucratic barbwire and fetter their activity. Unions make the world a better place. We know there is a high correlation between high quality public education and strong teacher unions. We also know, that correlation can be broadened and is generally true of the quality of life in jurisdictions with high union density. These jurisdictions have a higher standard of living, less economic disparity and more social programs. American states with RTW laws have higher poverty rates, more accidents in the workplace, and lower wages for all workers. Unions are not anachronistic organizations who brought us the eight-hour day, maternity leave, and protections to improve workplace safety in the past. Unions are a social force for equity, access, quality of life, and sharing of wealth today. In Canada we have higher union density than in the United States. Our social programs are more robust. Our banking system has more financial and ethical integrity. We have medicare. We have less disparity between the rich and the poor, though that is increasing at the same time as union density in Canada is decreasing. Unions are a force for the sharing of wealth. And such a sharing of wealth is good for everyone; even businesses thrive when workers have more take-home pay to spend. Why then do many business organizations, individual multinational corporations like Wal Mart, and now governments work so hard to diminish the labour movement? How is that conscionable? As electors we have to consider the role of government vis-a-vis the union movement. As consumers too, we must be aware of actions of business and corporate leaders with respect to unions. In both our roles we should look at the actions of these leaders, question their values and moral choices and act accordingly. Wouldnít it be nice to see government enact legislation that recognizes the beneficial role of unions? A government that adopted the responsibility to nurture union density rather than decrease it? In our own working lives we know that strong teacher unions are highly correlated with improved working and learning conditions and student success. But we can extrapolate from our experience the cumulative effect of unionization on society. Unions are a public good. Itís about time politicians acknowledged this and built recognition of the accomplishments of unions into their political platforms during elections and while in office. Susan Lambert, BCTF president    Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/contacts.cfm?page=superintendents&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true,BCTF Contacts Home E-mail Lists Links A to Z Index Contact Us Help SITE SEARCH Quick Links BCTF formsBCTF NewsFrançaisLabour linksPensionsTeacher NewsmagazineTeaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Contact Us > Boards of Education Superintendents Boards of Education Superintendents in BC 201213 Ms. Lynn Hauptman Superintendent of Schools SD #5 (Southeast Kootenay) 940 Industrial Road, No. 1 Cranbrook, BC V1C 4C6 Phone: 250-417-2079 Fax: 250-417-2081 lynn.hauptman@sd5.bc.ca Mr. Paul Carriere Superintendent of Schools SD #6 (Rocky Mountain) Box 430 (620-4th Street) Invermere, BC V0A 1K0 Phone: 250-342-9243 Fax: 250-342-6966 paul.carriere@sd6.bc.ca Mr. Jeff Jones Superintendent of Schools SD #8 (Kootenay Lake) 570 Johnstone Road Nelson, BC V1L 6J2 Phone: 250-505-7046 Fax: 250-352-6686 jjones@sd8.bc.ca Ms. Terry Taylor Acting Superintendent of Schools SD #10 (Arrow Lakes) Box 340 Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0 Phone: 250-265-3638 Fax: 250-265-3701 terrytaylor@sd10.bc.ca Mr. Mike Hooker Superintendent of Schools SD #19 (Revelstoke) Bag 5800, 1121 Vernon Ave Revelstoke, BC V0E 2S0 Phone: 250-837-2101 Fax: 250-837-9335 mhooker@sd19.bc.ca Mr. Greg Luterbach Superintendent of Schools SD #20 (Kootenay-Columbia) 2001 Third Avenue Trail, BC V1R 1R6 Phone: 250-368-2224 Fax: 250-364-2470 gluterbach@sd20.bc.ca Mr. Joe Rogers Superintendent of Schools SD #22 (Vernon) 1401 - 15th Street Vernon, BC V1T 8S8 Phone: 250-549-9226 Fax: 250-549-9200 jrogers@sd22.bc.ca Mr. Hugh Gloster Superintendent of Schools SD #23 (Central Okanagan) 1940 Underhill Street Kelowna, BC V1X 5X7 Phone: 250-470-3256 Fax: 250-870-5056 Hugh.Gloster@sd23.bc.ca Mr. Mark Thiessen Superintendent of Schools SD #27 (Cariboo-Chilcotin) 350 Second Avenue North Williams Lake, BC V2G 1Z9 Phone: 250-398-3824 Fax: 250-392-3600 mark.thiessen@sd27.bc.ca Ms. Sue Ellen Miller Superintendent of Schools SD #28 (Quesnel) 401 North Star Rd Quesnel, BC V2J 5K2 Phone: 250-992-8802 Fax: 250-992-7652 sueellenmiller@sd28.bc.ca Ms. Evelyn Novak Superintendent of Schools SD #33 (Chilliwack) 8430 Cessna Drive Chilliwack, BC V2P 7K4 Phone: 604-792-1321 Fax: 604-792-9665 Evelyn_Novak@sd33.bc.ca Mr. Kevin Godden Superintendent of Schools SD #34 (Abbotsford) 2790 Tims Street Abbotsford, BC V2T 4M7 Phone: 604-859-4891 Fax: 604-852-5898 kevin_godden@sd34.bc.ca Ms. Suzanne Hoffman Acting Superintendent of Schools SD #35 (Langley) 4875 - 222nd Street Langley, BC V3A 3Z7 Phone: 604-534-7891 Fax: 604-532-1405 shoffman@sd35.bc.ca Dr. Jodan Tinney Superintendent of Schools SD #36 (Surrey) 14033 92nd Avenue Surrey, BC V3V 0B7 Phone: 604-595-6308 Fax: 604-595-6309 tinney_j@sd36.bc.ca Ms. Dianne Turner Superintendent of Schools SD #37 (Delta) 4585 Harvest Drive Delta, BC V4K 5B4 Phone: 604-952-5340 Fax: 604-952-5379 dturner@deltasd.bc.ca Ms. Moneca Pamer Superintendent of Schools SD #38 (Richmond) 7811 Granville Avenue Richmond, BC V6Y 3E3 Phone: 604-668-6000 Fax: 604-233-0150 mpamer@sd38.bc.ca Mr. Steve Cardwell Superintendent of Schools SD #39 (Vancouver) 1580 West Broadway Vancouver, BC V6J 5K8 Phone: 604-713-5100 Fax: 604-713-5412 scardwell@vsb.bc.ca Mr. John Gaiptman Superintendent of Schools SD #40 (New Westminster) 1001 Columbia St. New Westminster, BC V3M 1C4 Phone: 604-517-6328 Fax: 604-517-6319 gaiptman@sd40.bc.ca Mr. Kevin Kaardal Superintendent of Schools SD #41 (Burnaby) 5325 Kincaid Street Burnaby, BC V5G 1W2 Phone: 604-296-6900 Fax: 604-296-6910 kevin.kaardal@sd41.bc.ca Ms. Laurie Meston Superintendent of Schools SD #42 (Maple Ridge) 22225 Brown Avenue Maple Ridge, BC V2X 8N6 Phone: 604-463-4200 Fax: 604-463-0573 Laurie.Meston@sd42.ca Mr. Tom Grant Superintendent of Schools SD #43 (Coquitlam) 550 Poirier Street Coquitlam, BC V3J 6A7 Phone: 604-939-9201 Fax: 604-936-2932 tgrant@sd43.bc.ca Mr. John Lewis Superintendent of Schools SD #44 (North Vancouver) 721 Chesterfield Avenue North Vancouver, BC V7M 2M5 Phone: 604-903-3444 Fax: 604-903-3449 jlewis@nvsd44.bc.ca Mr. Chris Kennedy Superintendent of Schools SD #45 (West Vancouver) 1075 - 21st Street West Vancouver, BC V7V 4A9 Phone: 604-981-1031 Fax: 604-981-1001 ckennedy@sd45.bc.ca Mr. Patrick Bocking Superintendent of Schools SD #46 (Sunshine Coast) Box 220, 494 South Fletcher Road Gibsons, BC V0N 1V0 Phone: 604-886-8811 Fax: 604-886-4489 pbocking@sd46.bc.ca Mr. Jay Yule Superintendent of Schools SD #47 (Powell River) 4351 Ontario Avenue Powell River, BC V8A 1V3 Phone: 604-414-2600 Fax: 604-485-6435 jyule@sd47.bc.ca Ms. Lisa McCullough Superintendent of Schools SD #48 (Sea to Sky) Box 250 Squamish, BC V0N 3G0 Phone: 604-892-5228 Fax: 604-892-1038 lmccullough@sd48.bc.ca Ms. Norma Hart Superintendent of Schools SD #49 (Central Coast) Bag 130 Hagensborg, BC V0T 1H0 Phone: 250-982-2691 Fax: 250-982-2319 nhart@sd49.bc.ca Mr. Angus Wilson Superintendent of Schools SD #50 (Haida Gwaii) Box 69 Queen Charlotte City, BC V0T 1S0 Phone: 250-559-8471 Fax: 250-559-8849 awilson@sd50.bc.ca Mr. Kevin Argue Superintendent of Schools SD #51 (Boundary) Box 640 (1021 Central Avenue) Grand Forks, BC V0H 1H0 Phone: 250-442-8258 Fax: 250-442-7737 kevin.argue@sd51.bc.ca Ms. Sandra Jones Superintendent of Schools SD #52 (Prince Rupert) 634 - 6th Avenue East Prince Rupert, BC V8J 1X1 Phone: 250-624-6717 Fax: 250-627-0772 sjones@sd52.bc.ca Ms. Beverly Young Superintendent of Schools SD #53 (Okanagan Similkameen) Box 1770 (34061 - 101st Street) Oliver, BC V0H 1T0 Phone: 250-498-3481 Fax: 250-498-4070 byoung@sd53.bc.ca Mr. Chris van der Mark Superintendent of Schools SD #54 (Bulkley Valley) Box 758 Smithers, BC V0J 2N0 Phone: 250-877-6831 Fax: 250-877-6835 ch-vandermark@sd54.bc.ca Mr. Brian Pepper Superintendent of Schools SD #57 (Prince George) 2100 Ferry Avenue Prince George, BC V2L 4R5 Phone: 250-561-6800 Fax: 250-561-6801 bpepper@sd57.bc.ca Mr. Stephen McNiven Superintendent of Schools SD #58 (Nicola Similkameen) Box 4100, Stn Main Merritt, BC V1K 1B8 Phone: 250-378-5161 Fax: 250-378-6263 smcniven@sd58.bc.ca Ms. Kathy Sawchuk Superintendent of Schools SD #59 (Peace River South) 11600 7th Street Dawson Creek, BC V1G 4R8 Phone: 250-782-8571 Fax: 250-782-3204 kathy_sawchuk@mail.sd59.bc.ca Mr. Dave Sloan Superintendent of Schools SD #60 (Peace River North) 10112 - 105 Avenue Fort St. John, BC V1J 4S4 Phone: 250-262-6000 Fax: 250-262-6046 dsloan@prn.bc.ca Ms. Sherri Bell Superintendent of Schools SD #61 (Greater Victoria) 556 Boleskine Road Victoria, BC V8Z 1E8 Phone: 250-475-4162 Fax: 250-475-4112 sbell@sd61.bc.ca Mr. Jim Cambridge Superintendent of Schools SD #62 (Sooke) 3143 Jacklin Road Victoria, BC V9B 5R1 Phone: 250-474-9807 Fax: 250-474-9850 jcambridge@sd62.bc.ca Ms. Nancy MacDonald Superintendent of Schools SD #63 (Saanich) 2125 Keating Cross Road, PO Box 2000 Saanichton, BC V8M 2A5 Phone: 250-652-7332 Fax: 250-652-7360 nmacdonald@sd63.bc.ca Ms. Lisa Halstead Superintendent of Schools SD #64 (Gulf Islands) 112 Rainbow Road Salt Spring Island, BC V8K 2K3 Phone: 250-537-5548 Fax: 250-537-4200 lhalstead@sd64.bc.ca Ms. Wendy Hyer Superintendent of Schools SD #67 (Okanagan Skaha) 425 Jermyn Avenue Penticton, BC V2A 1Z4 Phone: 250-770-7713 Fax: 250-770-7732 whyer@summer.com Mr. Dave Hutchinson Superintendent of Schools SD #68 (Nanaimo) 395 Wakesiah Avenue Nanaimo, BC V9R 3K6 Phone: 250-754-5531 Fax: 250-741-5218 david.hutchinson@sd68.bc.ca Mr. Rollie Koop Superintendent of Schools SD #69 (Qualicum) Box 430 Parksville, BC V9P 2G5 Phone: 250-248-4241 Fax: 250-248-5767 rkoop@sd69.bc.ca Mr. Cam Pinkerton Superintendent of Schools SD #70 (Alberni) 4690 Roger Street Port Alberni, BC V9Y 3Z4 Phone: 250-720-2770 Fax: 250-723-0318 cpinkerton@sd70.bc.ca Ms. Sherry Elwood Superintendent of Schools SD #71 (Comox Valley) 607 Cumberland Road Courtenay, BC V9N 7G5 Phone: 250-334-5500 Fax: 250-334-5552 sherry.elwood@sd71.bc.ca Mr. Tom Longridge Superintendent of Schools SD #72 (Campbell River) 425 Pinecrest Road Campbell River, BC V9W 3P2 Phone: 250-830-2398 Fax: 250-287-2616 tom.longridge@sd72.bc.ca Dr. Terry Sullivan Superintendent of Schools SD #73 (Kamloops-Thompson) 1383 Ninth Avenue Kamloops, BC V2C 3X7 Phone: 250-374-0679 Fax: 250-372-1183 tsullivan@sd73.bc.ca Ms. Teresa Downs Superintendent of Schools SD #74 (Gold Trail) PO Bag 250 (400 Hollis Road) Ashcroft, BC V0K 1A0 Phone: 250-453-9101 Fax: 250-453-2425 tdowns@gw.sd74.bc.ca Mr. Bill Fletcher Superintendent of Schools SD #75 (Mission) 33046 Fourth Avenue Mission, BC V2V 1S5 Phone: 604-814-3701 Fax: 604-826-4640 bill.fletcher@mpsd.ca Dr. Karen Nelson Superintendent of Schools SD #78 (Fraser-Cascade) Bag 3200 (650 Kawkawa Lake Road) Hope, BC V0X 1L4 Phone: 604-869-2411 Fax: 604-869-7400 knelson@sd78.bc.ca Mr. Joe Rhodes Superintendent of Schools SD #79 (Cowichan Valley) 2557 Beverly Street Duncan, BC V9L 2X3 Phone: 250-748-0321 Fax: 250-748-6591 jrhodes@sd79.bc.ca Ms. Diana Samchuck Superintendent of Schools SD #81 (Fort Nelson) Box 87 Fort Nelson, BC V0C 1R0 Phone: 250-774-2591 Fax: 250-774-2598 dsamchuck@sd81.bc.ca Ms. Katherine McIntosh Superintendent of Schools SD #82 (Coast Mountains) 3211 Kenney Street Terrace, BC V8G 3E9 Phone: 250-638-4407 Fax: 888-290-4786 katherine.mcintosh@cmsd.bc.ca Mr. Glenn Borthistle Superintendent of Schools SD #83 (North Okanagan-Shuswap) Box 129 (220 Shuswap Street) Salmon Arm, BC V1E 4N2 Phone: 250-832-2157 Fax: 250-832-9428 gborthis@sd83.bc.ca Mr. Lawrence Tarasoff Superintendent of Schools SD #84 (Vancouver Island West) Box 100 Gold River, BC V0P 1G0 Phone: 250-283-2241 Fax: 250-283-7352 ltarasoff@viw.sd84.bc.ca Dr. Scott Benwell Superintendent of Schools SD #85 (Vancouver Island North) Box 90 Port Hardy, BC V0N 2P0 Phone: 250-949-6618 Fax: 250-949-8792 sbenwell@sd85.bc.ca Mr. Mike Gordon Superintendent of Schools SD #87 (Stikine) Box 190 Dease Lake, BC V0C 1L0 Phone: 250-771-4440 Fax: 250-771-4441 mike.gordon@sd87.bc.ca Ms. Charlene Seguin Superintendent of Schools SD #91 (Nechako Lakes) PO Box 129 (153 E. Connaught Street) Vanderhoof, BC V0J 3A0 Phone: 250-567-2284 Fax: 250-567-4639 cseguin@sd91.bc.ca Mr. Phillipe Brulot Superintendent of Schools SD #92 (Nisga'a) Box 240 New Aiyansh, BC V0J 1A0 Phone: 250-633-2228 Fax: 250-633-2401 pbrulot@nisgaa.bc.ca Mr. Mario Cyr Directeru general/Superintendent of Schools SD #93 (Conseil scolaire francophone) 180 - 10200 Shellbridge Way Richmond, BC V6X 2W7 Phone: 604-214-2601 Fax: 604-214-9881 dg@csf.bc.ca   About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy Close Window Print Page   Boards of Education Superintendents in BC 201213 Ms. Lynn Hauptman Superintendent of Schools SD #5 (Southeast Kootenay) 940 Industrial Road, No. 1 Cranbrook, BC V1C 4C6 Phone: 250-417-2079 Fax: 250-417-2081 lynn.hauptman@sd5.bc.ca Mr. Paul Carriere Superintendent of Schools SD #6 (Rocky Mountain) Box 430 (620-4th Street) Invermere, BC V0A 1K0 Phone: 250-342-9243 Fax: 250-342-6966 paul.carriere@sd6.bc.ca Mr. Jeff Jones Superintendent of Schools SD #8 (Kootenay Lake) 570 Johnstone Road Nelson, BC V1L 6J2 Phone: 250-505-7046 Fax: 250-352-6686 jjones@sd8.bc.ca Ms. Terry Taylor Acting Superintendent of Schools SD #10 (Arrow Lakes) Box 340 Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0 Phone: 250-265-3638 Fax: 250-265-3701 terrytaylor@sd10.bc.ca Mr. Mike Hooker Superintendent of Schools SD #19 (Revelstoke) Bag 5800, 1121 Vernon Ave Revelstoke, BC V0E 2S0 Phone: 250-837-2101 Fax: 250-837-9335 mhooker@sd19.bc.ca Mr. Greg Luterbach Superintendent of Schools SD #20 (Kootenay-Columbia) 2001 Third Avenue Trail, BC V1R 1R6 Phone: 250-368-2224 Fax: 250-364-2470 gluterbach@sd20.bc.ca Mr. Joe Rogers Superintendent of Schools SD #22 (Vernon) 1401 - 15th Street Vernon, BC V1T 8S8 Phone: 250-549-9226 Fax: 250-549-9200 jrogers@sd22.bc.ca Mr. Hugh Gloster Superintendent of Schools SD #23 (Central Okanagan) 1940 Underhill Street Kelowna, BC V1X 5X7 Phone: 250-470-3256 Fax: 250-870-5056 Hugh.Gloster@sd23.bc.ca Mr. Mark Thiessen Superintendent of Schools SD #27 (Cariboo-Chilcotin) 350 Second Avenue North Williams Lake, BC V2G 1Z9 Phone: 250-398-3824 Fax: 250-392-3600 mark.thiessen@sd27.bc.ca Ms. Sue Ellen Miller Superintendent of Schools SD #28 (Quesnel) 401 North Star Rd Quesnel, BC V2J 5K2 Phone: 250-992-8802 Fax: 250-992-7652 sueellenmiller@sd28.bc.ca Ms. Evelyn Novak Superintendent of Schools SD #33 (Chilliwack) 8430 Cessna Drive Chilliwack, BC V2P 7K4 Phone: 604-792-1321 Fax: 604-792-9665 Evelyn_Novak@sd33.bc.ca Mr. Kevin Godden Superintendent of Schools SD #34 (Abbotsford) 2790 Tims Street Abbotsford, BC V2T 4M7 Phone: 604-859-4891 Fax: 604-852-5898 kevin_godden@sd34.bc.ca Ms. Suzanne Hoffman Acting Superintendent of Schools SD #35 (Langley) 4875 - 222nd Street Langley, BC V3A 3Z7 Phone: 604-534-7891 Fax: 604-532-1405 shoffman@sd35.bc.ca Dr. Jodan Tinney Superintendent of Schools SD #36 (Surrey) 14033 92nd Avenue Surrey, BC V3V 0B7 Phone: 604-595-6308 Fax: 604-595-6309 tinney_j@sd36.bc.ca Ms. Dianne Turner Superintendent of Schools SD #37 (Delta) 4585 Harvest Drive Delta, BC V4K 5B4 Phone: 604-952-5340 Fax: 604-952-5379 dturner@deltasd.bc.ca Ms. Moneca Pamer Superintendent of Schools SD #38 (Richmond) 7811 Granville Avenue Richmond, BC V6Y 3E3 Phone: 604-668-6000 Fax: 604-233-0150 mpamer@sd38.bc.ca Mr. Steve Cardwell Superintendent of Schools SD #39 (Vancouver) 1580 West Broadway Vancouver, BC V6J 5K8 Phone: 604-713-5100 Fax: 604-713-5412 scardwell@vsb.bc.ca Mr. John Gaiptman Superintendent of Schools SD #40 (New Westminster) 1001 Columbia St. New Westminster, BC V3M 1C4 Phone: 604-517-6328 Fax: 604-517-6319 gaiptman@sd40.bc.ca Mr. Kevin Kaardal Superintendent of Schools SD #41 (Burnaby) 5325 Kincaid Street Burnaby, BC V5G 1W2 Phone: 604-296-6900 Fax: 604-296-6910 kevin.kaardal@sd41.bc.ca Ms. Laurie Meston Superintendent of Schools SD #42 (Maple Ridge) 22225 Brown Avenue Maple Ridge, BC V2X 8N6 Phone: 604-463-4200 Fax: 604-463-0573 Laurie.Meston@sd42.ca Mr. Tom Grant Superintendent of Schools SD #43 (Coquitlam) 550 Poirier Street Coquitlam, BC V3J 6A7 Phone: 604-939-9201 Fax: 604-936-2932 tgrant@sd43.bc.ca Mr. John Lewis Superintendent of Schools SD #44 (North Vancouver) 721 Chesterfield Avenue North Vancouver, BC V7M 2M5 Phone: 604-903-3444 Fax: 604-903-3449 jlewis@nvsd44.bc.ca Mr. Chris Kennedy Superintendent of Schools SD #45 (West Vancouver) 1075 - 21st Street West Vancouver, BC V7V 4A9 Phone: 604-981-1031 Fax: 604-981-1001 ckennedy@sd45.bc.ca Mr. Patrick Bocking Superintendent of Schools SD #46 (Sunshine Coast) Box 220, 494 South Fletcher Road Gibsons, BC V0N 1V0 Phone: 604-886-8811 Fax: 604-886-4489 pbocking@sd46.bc.ca Mr. Jay Yule Superintendent of Schools SD #47 (Powell River) 4351 Ontario Avenue Powell River, BC V8A 1V3 Phone: 604-414-2600 Fax: 604-485-6435 jyule@sd47.bc.ca Ms. Lisa McCullough Superintendent of Schools SD #48 (Sea to Sky) Box 250 Squamish, BC V0N 3G0 Phone: 604-892-5228 Fax: 604-892-1038 lmccullough@sd48.bc.ca Ms. Norma Hart Superintendent of Schools SD #49 (Central Coast) Bag 130 Hagensborg, BC V0T 1H0 Phone: 250-982-2691 Fax: 250-982-2319 nhart@sd49.bc.ca Mr. Angus Wilson Superintendent of Schools SD #50 (Haida Gwaii) Box 69 Queen Charlotte City, BC V0T 1S0 Phone: 250-559-8471 Fax: 250-559-8849 awilson@sd50.bc.ca Mr. Kevin Argue Superintendent of Schools SD #51 (Boundary) Box 640 (1021 Central Avenue) Grand Forks, BC V0H 1H0 Phone: 250-442-8258 Fax: 250-442-7737 kevin.argue@sd51.bc.ca Ms. Sandra Jones Superintendent of Schools SD #52 (Prince Rupert) 634 - 6th Avenue East Prince Rupert, BC V8J 1X1 Phone: 250-624-6717 Fax: 250-627-0772 sjones@sd52.bc.ca Ms. Beverly Young Superintendent of Schools SD #53 (Okanagan Similkameen) Box 1770 (34061 - 101st Street) Oliver, BC V0H 1T0 Phone: 250-498-3481 Fax: 250-498-4070 byoung@sd53.bc.ca Mr. Chris van der Mark Superintendent of Schools SD #54 (Bulkley Valley) Box 758 Smithers, BC V0J 2N0 Phone: 250-877-6831 Fax: 250-877-6835 ch-vandermark@sd54.bc.ca Mr. Brian Pepper Superintendent of Schools SD #57 (Prince George) 2100 Ferry Avenue Prince George, BC V2L 4R5 Phone: 250-561-6800 Fax: 250-561-6801 bpepper@sd57.bc.ca Mr. Stephen McNiven Superintendent of Schools SD #58 (Nicola Similkameen) Box 4100, Stn Main Merritt, BC V1K 1B8 Phone: 250-378-5161 Fax: 250-378-6263 smcniven@sd58.bc.ca Ms. Kathy Sawchuk Superintendent of Schools SD #59 (Peace River South) 11600 7th Street Dawson Creek, BC V1G 4R8 Phone: 250-782-8571 Fax: 250-782-3204 kathy_sawchuk@mail.sd59.bc.ca Mr. Dave Sloan Superintendent of Schools SD #60 (Peace River North) 10112 - 105 Avenue Fort St. John, BC V1J 4S4 Phone: 250-262-6000 Fax: 250-262-6046 dsloan@prn.bc.ca Ms. Sherri Bell Superintendent of Schools SD #61 (Greater Victoria) 556 Boleskine Road Victoria, BC V8Z 1E8 Phone: 250-475-4162 Fax: 250-475-4112 sbell@sd61.bc.ca Mr. Jim Cambridge Superintendent of Schools SD #62 (Sooke) 3143 Jacklin Road Victoria, BC V9B 5R1 Phone: 250-474-9807 Fax: 250-474-9850 jcambridge@sd62.bc.ca Ms. Nancy MacDonald Superintendent of Schools SD #63 (Saanich) 2125 Keating Cross Road, PO Box 2000 Saanichton, BC V8M 2A5 Phone: 250-652-7332 Fax: 250-652-7360 nmacdonald@sd63.bc.ca Ms. Lisa Halstead Superintendent of Schools SD #64 (Gulf Islands) 112 Rainbow Road Salt Spring Island, BC V8K 2K3 Phone: 250-537-5548 Fax: 250-537-4200 lhalstead@sd64.bc.ca Ms. Wendy Hyer Superintendent of Schools SD #67 (Okanagan Skaha) 425 Jermyn Avenue Penticton, BC V2A 1Z4 Phone: 250-770-7713 Fax: 250-770-7732 whyer@summer.com Mr. Dave Hutchinson Superintendent of Schools SD #68 (Nanaimo) 395 Wakesiah Avenue Nanaimo, BC V9R 3K6 Phone: 250-754-5531 Fax: 250-741-5218 david.hutchinson@sd68.bc.ca Mr. Rollie Koop Superintendent of Schools SD #69 (Qualicum) Box 430 Parksville, BC V9P 2G5 Phone: 250-248-4241 Fax: 250-248-5767 rkoop@sd69.bc.ca Mr. Cam Pinkerton Superintendent of Schools SD #70 (Alberni) 4690 Roger Street Port Alberni, BC V9Y 3Z4 Phone: 250-720-2770 Fax: 250-723-0318 cpinkerton@sd70.bc.ca Ms. Sherry Elwood Superintendent of Schools SD #71 (Comox Valley) 607 Cumberland Road Courtenay, BC V9N 7G5 Phone: 250-334-5500 Fax: 250-334-5552 sherry.elwood@sd71.bc.ca Mr. Tom Longridge Superintendent of Schools SD #72 (Campbell River) 425 Pinecrest Road Campbell River, BC V9W 3P2 Phone: 250-830-2398 Fax: 250-287-2616 tom.longridge@sd72.bc.ca Dr. Terry Sullivan Superintendent of Schools SD #73 (Kamloops-Thompson) 1383 Ninth Avenue Kamloops, BC V2C 3X7 Phone: 250-374-0679 Fax: 250-372-1183 tsullivan@sd73.bc.ca Ms. Teresa Downs Superintendent of Schools SD #74 (Gold Trail) PO Bag 250 (400 Hollis Road) Ashcroft, BC V0K 1A0 Phone: 250-453-9101 Fax: 250-453-2425 tdowns@gw.sd74.bc.ca Mr. Bill Fletcher Superintendent of Schools SD #75 (Mission) 33046 Fourth Avenue Mission, BC V2V 1S5 Phone: 604-814-3701 Fax: 604-826-4640 bill.fletcher@mpsd.ca Dr. Karen Nelson Superintendent of Schools SD #78 (Fraser-Cascade) Bag 3200 (650 Kawkawa Lake Road) Hope, BC V0X 1L4 Phone: 604-869-2411 Fax: 604-869-7400 knelson@sd78.bc.ca Mr. Joe Rhodes Superintendent of Schools SD #79 (Cowichan Valley) 2557 Beverly Street Duncan, BC V9L 2X3 Phone: 250-748-0321 Fax: 250-748-6591 jrhodes@sd79.bc.ca Ms. Diana Samchuck Superintendent of Schools SD #81 (Fort Nelson) Box 87 Fort Nelson, BC V0C 1R0 Phone: 250-774-2591 Fax: 250-774-2598 dsamchuck@sd81.bc.ca Ms. Katherine McIntosh Superintendent of Schools SD #82 (Coast Mountains) 3211 Kenney Street Terrace, BC V8G 3E9 Phone: 250-638-4407 Fax: 888-290-4786 katherine.mcintosh@cmsd.bc.ca Mr. Glenn Borthistle Superintendent of Schools SD #83 (North Okanagan-Shuswap) Box 129 (220 Shuswap Street) Salmon Arm, BC V1E 4N2 Phone: 250-832-2157 Fax: 250-832-9428 gborthis@sd83.bc.ca Mr. Lawrence Tarasoff Superintendent of Schools SD #84 (Vancouver Island West) Box 100 Gold River, BC V0P 1G0 Phone: 250-283-2241 Fax: 250-283-7352 ltarasoff@viw.sd84.bc.ca Dr. Scott Benwell Superintendent of Schools SD #85 (Vancouver Island North) Box 90 Port Hardy, BC V0N 2P0 Phone: 250-949-6618 Fax: 250-949-8792 sbenwell@sd85.bc.ca Mr. Mike Gordon Superintendent of Schools SD #87 (Stikine) Box 190 Dease Lake, BC V0C 1L0 Phone: 250-771-4440 Fax: 250-771-4441 mike.gordon@sd87.bc.ca Ms. Charlene Seguin Superintendent of Schools SD #91 (Nechako Lakes) PO Box 129 (153 E. Connaught Street) Vanderhoof, BC V0J 3A0 Phone: 250-567-2284 Fax: 250-567-4639 cseguin@sd91.bc.ca Mr. Phillipe Brulot Superintendent of Schools SD #92 (Nisga'a) Box 240 New Aiyansh, BC V0J 1A0 Phone: 250-633-2228 Fax: 250-633-2401 pbrulot@nisgaa.bc.ca Mr. Mario Cyr Directeru general/Superintendent of Schools SD #93 (Conseil scolaire francophone) 180 - 10200 Shellbridge Way Richmond, BC V6X 2W7 Phone: 604-214-2601 Fax: 604-214-9881 dg@csf.bc.ca  )
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "October is #FosterFamilyMonth. Thank you #BC for opening your homes and hearts to more than 5,900 children and youth." @John_Yap - 11:14pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/SD63Stellys?lang=ur,Stelly's Secondary (@SD63Stellys) | Twitter ٹوئٹر استفسار تلاش کریں ٹوئٹر تلاش محفوظ شدہ تلاشیں ختم کریں تصدیق شدہ اکاؤنٹ @ تجویز کردہ صارفین تصدیق شدہ اکاؤنٹ @ تصدیق شدہ اکاؤنٹ @ زبان: اردو العربية فارسی Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 کیا آپ کا اکاؤنٹ ہے؟ سائن ان کریں ٹوئٹر پرنئے ہیں؟ آج ہی شامل ہو جائیں » سائن ان Phone, email or username پاس ورڈ سائن ان کریں مجھے یاد رکھیں پاس ورڈ بھول گئے؟ پہلے سے بذریعہ ٹیکسٹ پیغام ٹوئٹر استعمال کر رہے ہیں؟ Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys ٹویٹس 282 تصاویر/ وڈیوز 104 فالونگ 34 فالورز 209 پسندیدہ 1   مزید پسندیدہ فہرستیں @SD63Stellys کو باصوت کریں @SD63Stellys کو بے صوت کریں فالو کریں فالونگ ان فالو کریں بلاک شدہ ان بلاک زیر التواء منسوخ کریں Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys Home of the Stingers Saanichton, BC, Canada stellys.sd63.bc.ca اپریل 2012 کو شامل ہوئے 104 Photos and videos ٹویٹس ٹویٹس ٹویٹس اور جوابات Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys  ·  5 گھنٹے #stellys clubs day tomorrow in the gym. Come check out what is happening and get involved. There is something for everyone. جواب 0 replies ریٹویٹ ریٹویٹ شدہ 0 retweets پسند کریں پسند کردہ 0 favorites مزید ٹویٹ ایمبیڈ کریں East Saanich 2, British Columbia Stelly's Secondary retweeted Lori Lumley @TDRLori  ·  2 اکتوبر Thank you Stellys for your INCREDIBLE welcome and shout out to Student Leadership for huge donation. GO STINGERS! pic.twitter.com/JUxvcan6cL Tour de Rock ،Victoria Police اور Tina Pierik مزید تصاویر اور ویڈیوز دیکھیں جواب 0 replies ریٹویٹ ریٹویٹ شدہ 2 retweets 2 پسند کریں پسند کردہ 4 favorites 4 مزید ٹویٹ ایمبیڈ کریں Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys  ·  2 اکتوبر Stelly's students line the halls for a parade of honour for the #tourderock riders. Thanks for… http://instagram.com/p/tqrZ3Iprov/  جواب 0 replies ریٹویٹ ریٹویٹ شدہ 2 retweets 2 پسند کریں پسند کردہ 3 favorites 3 مزید ٹویٹ ایمبیڈ کریں Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys  ·  2 اکتوبر RT @tpierik: Stelly's Tour de Rock mom! Proud kids! #stellys #tourderock #bced #sd63 pic.twitter.com/dqPDTMgm1z مزید تصاویر اور ویڈیوز دیکھیں جواب 0 replies ریٹویٹ ریٹویٹ شدہ 0 retweets پسند کریں پسند کردہ 0 favorites مزید ٹویٹ ایمبیڈ کریں Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys  ·  2 اکتوبر RT @tpierik: Welcome to Stelly's Tour de Rock! #stellys #sd63 #tourderock #bced pic.twitter.com/hmfiRTllZZ مزید تصاویر اور ویڈیوز دیکھیں جواب 0 replies ریٹویٹ ریٹویٹ شدہ 0 retweets پسند کریں پسند کردہ 0 favorites مزید ٹویٹ ایمبیڈ کریں Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys  ·  2 اکتوبر #stellys students and staff shaved heads to raise money for #tourderock & #copsforcancer Thanks for… http://instagram.com/p/tqKxejJrkz/  جواب 0 replies ریٹویٹ ریٹویٹ شدہ 0 retweets پسند کریں پسند کردہ 0 favorites مزید ٹویٹ ایمبیڈ کریں Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys  ·  2 اکتوبر #stellys is proud to welcome #tourderock visit today. Meet the teacher tonite 6:30-8:00. Early closure today at 2:05. جواب 0 replies ریٹویٹ ریٹویٹ شدہ 1 retweet 1 پسند کریں پسند کردہ 1 favorite 1 مزید ٹویٹ ایمبیڈ کریں Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys  ·  1 اکتوبر RT @tpierik: Stelly's supporting Tour De Rock! #stellys #tourderock #sd63 pic.twitter.com/3PH2UO2qIv مزید تصاویر اور ویڈیوز دیکھیں جواب 0 replies ریٹویٹ ریٹویٹ شدہ 0 retweets پسند کریں پسند کردہ 1 favorite 1 مزید ٹویٹ ایمبیڈ کریں Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys  ·  1 اکتوبر RT @tpierik: A big Stelly's Thank you to Studio 63 Stylists! #stellys #tourderock #sd63 pic.twitter.com/i3LMo5Ta4u مزید تصاویر اور ویڈیوز دیکھیں جواب 0 replies ریٹویٹ ریٹویٹ شدہ 0 retweets پسند کریں پسند کردہ 1 favorite 1 مزید ٹویٹ ایمبیڈ کریں Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys  ·  29 ستمبر Remember to bring in $2 for @CopsForCancer this week. #tourderock visits Thursday. #stellys staff head shaves fundraiser on wed جواب 0 replies ریٹویٹ ریٹویٹ شدہ 2 retweets 2 پسند کریں پسند کردہ 2 favorites 2 مزید ٹویٹ ایمبیڈ کریں Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys  ·  26 ستمبر Happy Friday #Stellys! Have a great weekend. جواب 0 replies ریٹویٹ ریٹویٹ شدہ 0 retweets پسند کریں پسند کردہ 0 favorites مزید ٹویٹ ایمبیڈ کریں Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys  ·  24 ستمبر Regular wednesday schedule today and picture day! #stellys جواب 0 replies ریٹویٹ ریٹویٹ شدہ 0 retweets پسند کریں پسند کردہ 0 favorites مزید ٹویٹ ایمبیڈ کریں Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys  ·  23 ستمبر Sept. 24th is picture day at #stellys. Wait that’s TOMORROW!! #whatamigoingtowear #howismyhair جواب 0 replies ریٹویٹ ریٹویٹ شدہ 0 retweets پسند کریں پسند کردہ 0 favorites مزید ٹویٹ ایمبیڈ کریں Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys  ·  23 ستمبر Congrats to grade 10 student, Elena Moss who finished 7th at the #wych in New Caledonia, France. #stelly's pride! جواب 0 replies ریٹویٹ ریٹویٹ شدہ 4 retweets 4 پسند کریں پسند کردہ 3 favorites 3 مزید ٹویٹ ایمبیڈ کریں Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys  ·  23 ستمبر 11s & 12s only today from 1205 - 305. Regular #stellys classes start Wednesday. جواب 0 replies ریٹویٹ ریٹویٹ شدہ 0 retweets پسند کریں پسند کردہ 0 favorites مزید ٹویٹ ایمبیڈ کریں Stelly's Secondary retweeted SD63 Transportation @sd63bus  ·  22 ستمبر For Tuesday the 23rd. Elementary/Middle Schools, regular AM/PM schedules. Secondary's AM pickup between 11:20 and 11:58. Regular PM departs. جواب 0 replies ریٹویٹ ریٹویٹ شدہ 3 retweets 3 پسند کریں پسند کردہ 0 favorites مزید ٹویٹ ایمبیڈ کریں Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys  ·  22 ستمبر Excited to meet and reunite with new and returning #stellys students today! Reminder only 9s and 10s today from 12:05 - 3:05 #sd63 جواب 0 replies ریٹویٹ ریٹویٹ شدہ 0 retweets پسند کریں پسند کردہ 0 favorites مزید ٹویٹ ایمبیڈ کریں Stelly's Secondary retweeted SD63 Transportation @sd63bus  ·  19 ستمبر All Secondary Schools for Mon the 22nd. AM pickup between 11:30 & 11:58. Departing from school at regular times. جواب 0 replies ریٹویٹ ریٹویٹ شدہ 5 retweets 5 پسند کریں پسند کردہ 0 favorites مزید ٹویٹ ایمبیڈ کریں Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys  ·  19 ستمبر Welcome back #stellys! We cant wait 2 see you! Monday Sept 22 Grade 9&10 only 12:05 to 3:05. Tuesday Sept 23 Grade 11&12 only 12:05 to 3:05 جواب 0 replies ریٹویٹ ریٹویٹ شدہ 2 retweets 2 پسند کریں پسند کردہ 0 favorites مزید ٹویٹ ایمبیڈ کریں Stelly's Secondary retweeted SD 63 Saanich @sd63schools  ·  19 ستمبر Welcome back #sd63 students and staff. Please check local #sd63 school websites about startup for students on Monday http://www.sd63.bc.ca/news/2014/09/welcome-back … جواب 0 replies ریٹویٹ ریٹویٹ شدہ 3 retweets 3 پسند کریں پسند کردہ 0 favorites مزید ٹویٹ ایمبیڈ کریں Twitter may be over capacity or experiencing a momentary hiccup. دوبارہ کوشش کیجئے Visit Twitter Status for more information. بند کریں Stelly's Secondary followed Stelly's Secondary کی کوئی بھی اپ ڈیٹس مت چھوڑیں۔ Saanichton, BC, Canada · تبدیل کریں © 2014 ٹوئٹر ٹوئٹر کے بارے میں مدد اشتہارات کی معلومات بند کریں رجحانات خصوصاً آپ کے لیے موزوں رجحانات۔ رجحانات آپ کو اپنی دلچسپیوں سے قریب ہونے کا انوکھا راستہ فراہم کرتے ہیں۔ رجحانات آپ کے مقام اور فالو کردہ افراد کی بناء پر موزوں کیے جاتے ہیں۔ تبدیل کریں موزوں رجحانات رکھیں دنیا بھر کے رجحانات حاصل کریں ہو گیا برخاست بند کریں سابقہ آگے بند کریں شخص کی پروفائل پر جائیں محفوظ شدہ تلاشیں ختم کریں تصدیق شدہ اکاؤنٹ @ تجویز کردہ صارفین تصدیق شدہ اکاؤنٹ @ تصدیق شدہ اکاؤنٹ @ بند کریں کیا آپ یہ اپنے فالورز کو ریٹویٹ کرنا چاہتے ہیں؟ منسوخ کریں ریٹویٹ بند کریں کیا آپ واقعی یہ ٹویٹ حذف کرنا چاہتے ہیں؟ منسوخ کریں حذف کریں بند کریں بلاک کریں منسوخ کریں بلاک کریں اپنی ٹویٹس میں مقام شامل کریں جب آپ مقام کے ساتھ ٹویٹ کرتے ہیں، ٹوئٹر اُس مقام کو محفوظ کر لیتا ہے۔ ہر ٹویٹ سے پہلے آپ مقام کو فعال یا غیر فعال کرسکتے ہیں اور ہمیشہ آپ کے پاس اپنے سابقہ مقامات کا ڈیٹاحذف کرنے کا اختیار ہوتا ہے. مزید جانیئے مقام دکھانا شروع کریں ابھی نہیں مقام دکھانا بند کریں بند کریں پروفائل کا خلاصہ بند کریں آپ کی فہرستیں بند کریں نئی فہرست مرتب کریں فہرست کا نام تفصیل 100 سے کم حروف، اختیاری پرائیویسی عوامی · کوئی بھی اس فہرست کو فالو کر سکتا ہے ذاتی · صرف آپ ہی اس فہرست تک رسائی حاصل کر سکتے ہیں فہرست محفوظ کریں بند کریں بند کریں اس ٹویٹ کو ایمبیڈ کریں نیچے دیا گیا کوڈ کاپی کر کے اس ٹویٹ کو اپنی ویب سائٹ میں شامل کیجیے- مزید جانیے ہہم، سرور تک پہنچنے میں ایک مسئلہ تھا۔ دوبارہ کوشش کریں؟ بنیادی ٹویٹ شامل کریں میڈیا شامل کریں پیش منظر بند کریں ٹوئٹر پر سائن اپ کریں ٹوئٹر پر نہیں ہیں؟ سائن اپ کیجیے اور اپنی من پسند چیزوں کے بارے میں اپ ڈیٹس حاصل کیجیے۔ کیا آپ کا اکاؤنٹ ہے؟ سائن ان کریں » بند کریں دو طرفہ (بھیجنا اور وصول کرنا) مختصر کوڈ: ملک کوڈ کے صارفین کے لئے ریاست ہائے متحدہ امریکہ 40404 (کوئی بھی) کینیڈا 21212 (کوئی بھی) برطانیہ 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 برازیل 40404 Nextel, TIM ہیٹی 40404 Digicel, Voila آئرلینڈ 51210 Vodafone, O2 انڈیا 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance انڈونیشیا 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata اٹلی 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » دیگر ممالک کے لئے ایس ایم ایس کے مختصر کوڈز ملاحظہ کریں بند کریں توثیق)
(20140925,www.familiesfundingteachers.ca,http://www.familiesfundingteachers.ca/wp-includes/pomo/entry.php,)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/03/critical-thinking-and-bill-22-teacher.html?showComment0751331336388031,Staffroom Confidential: Critical thinking and Bill 22 - A teacher rebuts George Abbott Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Friday, March 9, 2012 Critical thinking and Bill 22 - A teacher rebuts George Abbott Dear Minister Abbott: Imagine there are two children arguing in the playground over a toy. Picture a tall, brutish bully, and a wiry, bespectacled nerd.  Never mind that the toy belongs to the nerd.  Never mind that the bully pushed the nerd over and took the toy.  Just imagine that you walk into the situation with no foreknowledge of any thefts or pushing. Perhaps you ask to hear the story.  Perhaps you even believe the bully's story that the nerd is greedy, and has lots of toys, and for some reason wants to take away the bully's toy just for fun.  Perhaps you distrust the nerd, because you once knew a nerd who was untrustworthy.  Now imagine that the bully pushes the nerd again. Right in front of you.  Another student runs in and shouts at the bully to return the toy: you have a witness!  It did belong to the nerd after all!  Suddenly, the bully steps on the nerd's throat and says, "If you try to stand up to me, if you tell on me, I'll make you pay.  I'll take all your lunch money, every day, until you give up." Remember, this is happening right in front of you.  What do you do? This is what we call an allegory.  We teach people to stand up to bullies.  We teach people to stand up for what they believe in, even in the face of bullies.  We are B.C.'s teachers and we are being stepped on.  What will you do? Erin Porter Greater Victoria School District EDUC.Minister@gov.bc.ca> wrote: Thank you for your email regarding the current contract negotiations with the BC Teachers' Federation. Government introduced Bill 22, the Education Improvement Act, to suspend the union's strike action, set a"cooling off" period, appoint a mediator to facilitate bargaining, and implement a new $165 millionLearning Improvement Fund and other initiatives that will benefit teachers and students. You can learn more about the Education Improvement Act at: http://www2.news.gov.bc.ca/news_releases_2009-2013/2012EDUC0015-000204.htm. The legislation does not impose a new contract. Rather, it sets out a mediation process with the goal of reaching a mediated settlement within the net-zero mandate by the beginning of summer. If there is no agreement then the mediator will issue a report by June 30, 2012, with non-binding recommendations. The Education Improvement Act also includes several initiatives that will benefit teachers and students. Collectively, these initiatives serve as government's response to the BC Supreme Court decision on Bills 27 and 28. *       The Act implements a $165 million Learning Improvement Fund that school districts can use to hire additional teachers and education assistants, provide additional teaching time and support professional development and training to help teachers meet the complex needs in their classrooms. The process for allocating these funds will include consultations with the BC Teachers' Federation, classroom teachers, education assistants, administration and district staff. *       The Act restores class size and related matters to the scope of collective bargaining, effective for the next round of bargaining which is expected to begin in Spring 2013. *       The Act eliminates the use of district class size averages and implements a class size maximum of 30 students for Grades 4-12. The new cap will not apply to some subjects where large groups are desirable such as a band or drama class. The existing cap of 22 students for Kindergarten and 24 students for Grade 1-3 will remain in place and cannot be exceeded. *       The Act allows a Grade 4-12 class to exceed 30 students if the principal and superintendents consider the learning conditions to be appropriate, but in these cases, school districts must provide additional compensation to the classroom teacher, proportionate to the added workload. This compensation can consist of increased pay, additional preparation time, professional development funding or a combination of different accommodations. *       The Act eliminates the formulaic and cumbersome consultation process on class composition and promotes regular consultation between principals and teachers on all matters of class organization, including the placement of students with special needs. The Education Improvement Act provides certainty to students and their parents by suspending the current strike so that every parent in BC can receive a full accounting of how their children are progressing in school and schools can resume the collaborative meetings that are so important to supporting our students. The Act also puts a mediator in place to help the parties achieve a mediated settlement. The union's demands for a $2 billion wage increase are completely unreasonable given the current economic reality. Therefore, the mediator will help the parties to reach a settlement that follows the lead of other public sector unions who have already signed more than 120 agreements under the government's net-zero mandate. Lastly, the Act puts more money into classrooms, improves supports for students and teachers, provides additional teacher compensation where class size exceeds the student limit, improves consultation on class organization, and restores the opportunity to bargain class size and related matters. Taken together, these are significant gains that recognize the important role and contribution of teachers. The Education Improvement Act brings a responsible conclusion to this dispute and I hope all parties will take a constructive approach in the days ahead to move forward and provide the certainty necessary to improve our education system and support our students. Yours truly, George Abbott Minister Dear Minister Abbott, It may shock you to learn this, but many of BC's teachers are actually very intelligent individuals.  While I am sure it took you (or your aide) precious seconds to forward me this generic form letter, I find it more than a little insulting that you did not take the time to actually respond to me.  Do you think I am unfamiliar with your bill? Do you think I blindly follow instructions without taking the time to read and think for myself?  Believe it or not, I teach students to read and think critically, and I pride myself on being able to do the same. Your "mediation" is not mediation at all.  If you get to appoint the mediator, and you get to dictate the terms that this mediator can discuss, you have not appointed a mediator but a puppet. If you actually believe that $165 million will make a difference to an education system that has been systematically stripped of supports for students for 10 years (totalling up to $3.3 billion), you need to come and sit in one of my math classes for a lesson or two. I would thank you for removing the “formulaic and cumbersome consultation process” regarding class sizes, but since you are in reality removing any formal record of consultations and violations, I am going to reserve my gratitude. I am interested to see how you will provide “additional compensation to the classroom teacher, proportionate to the added workload” of classes exceeding 30 students when you do not compensate teachers proportionally to “regular” workload in the first place.  Looking across the country, BC teachers are ranked between 6th and 11th in pay.  Teachers in other provinces get more preparation time.  In the face of such statements, some are bound to argue, “So why don’t you move?”  I could do that, and I fear many teachers will (or already have).  BC’s students, whom you claim to care so much about, are the ones who suffer when talented and respected teachers leave for greener pastures.  I don’t blame them for leaving – I blame you. Instead of negotiating a wage increase that might bring BC teachers on par with (or at least closer to) our colleagues across the country, you call our demands “completely unreasonable” and refuse to even talk with us.  Is a pay increase unreasonable?  Not when cost of living increases mean that “net zero” is actually a net loss.  Is $2 billion unreasonable?  Perhaps it is high (which, I hear, opening offers in negotiations tend to be) but is it entirely devoid of reason?  Not when teachers in other provinces are paid similar wages.   I think you may have your numbers confused yet again.  It is the number 475 that is “completely unreasonable.”  And the number 1.3 million.  And the number 2,500.  The word “unreasonable” also means “beyond the limits of acceptability or fairness.”  That you are threatening to fine me, personally, $475 a day – A DAY – to exercise my right to strike in protest of Bill 22, is utterly beyond the limits of acceptability or fairness. If you truly recognized “the important role and contribution of teachers,” you would not insult us with Bill 22. Erin Porter Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 2:22 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 5 comments: Skinny DipperMarch 9, 2012 at 3:39 PM Keep on fighting! SD BEdReplyDelete Skinny DipperMarch 9, 2012 at 6:48 PM A great blog site for education and politics in Canada: http://www.thelittleeducationreport.com/index.html. I just wish that Doug Little had an accessible email address.ReplyDelete Skinny DipperMarch 9, 2012 at 6:53 PM If you get TVOntario, you can watch "The Agenda" where Steve Paikin discusses with a panel of educators and other interested persons about education negotiations in Ontario. http://theagenda.tvo.org/episode/173877/education-in-the-austerity-age The show's video may appear tomorrow or by Monday.ReplyDelete literateowl.comMarch 9, 2012 at 6:53 PM Fabulous. enjoyed your wit and focused thesis!ReplyDelete cerbazJune 25, 2012 at 5:17 PM Dear Honorable Minister of Education, George Abbott Did you approve Nanaimo School Districts use of the Education Improvement Fund? Article in today's newspaper Nine new "master" teachers will be hired in Nanaimo to provide extra support for classroom teachers next fall. The school district received a $1.5 million Learning Improvement Fund grant from the province to help deal with complex needs in classrooms. Trustees approved a plan to spend that money last week. About $191,000 will be put toward more education assistant hours in classrooms, more than $400,000 will be kept in reserve to deal with issues as they come up next school year and $862,000 will hire nine instructional coordinators, who will be part of school-based, inter-disciplinary teams that will move from classroom to classroom, school to school, as needed. Assistant superintendent Chris Southwick said there will be 10 teams, as one teacher is already working as an instructional coordinator in the district. "These people will be master teachers," she said. "They would be seen by their peers as people they would go to for advice and ideas. The bottom line is to be able to support teachers in classrooms. They would be working with the teacher and helping them. If they need to be there for two weeks, they'll be there for two weeks." Southwick said the teams, which will be under the supervisor of the district's four assistant superintendents, will include other specialists such as psychologists and speech language pathologists. The district is still working out the details of how and when the teams will be deployed, but this resource will be available to teachers who have tried various strategies, but are finding that students continue to struggle. District officials felt this was the best use of the money because the teams have the flexibility to go where they are most needed and it provides a more systemic model of support, said Southwick. "If you just put one person in one school for the whole year . the needs might change," she said. Jamie Brennan, school board chairman, said the strategy will impact a greater number of students than if the district simply added the funds to its operating budget and reduced some class sizes slightly. "It's a step in the right direction," he said. Justin Green, first vice-president of the Nanaimo District Teachers' Association, said the union had hoped the district would use the money to relieve some of the pressure on class size averages. "This year we had the second highest secondary class sizes in the province," he said. "I'm not sure that the 10 coordinators are going to make the functioning of these classrooms better. We're spending a lot of money, but what are the roles and functions? What are they really going to be tasked with?" Ron Farino, president of CUPE Local 606, said the extra money for education assistants should add roughly 30 minutes per week per EA, which will hopefully allow them to do a bit more preparation work, consultation with teachers and spend some extra time with students. The "master" teachers hired will be district staff so they will make more money than the average teacher, from my calculations 95 thousand dollars. With this money Nanaimo School District could have hired 32 more teachers for learning assistant support so our at risk learners would have more help. As it stands right now at risk students receive very little if any support. This fund will be used to support teachers not at risk students. I am surprised that you would okay this plan. Margaret Smoker Grade One teacher Coal Tyee ElementaryReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ▼  March (12) Bill 22 and Class Size/Class Composition BC Liberals: You reap what you sow... From public to private: a subtle path What is this dispute about? Putting equity last, a... Walk out pamphlet - arguments for full withdrawal ... Teachers debate a response to Bill 22 Lessons from the US - when unions don't strike to ... Lessons from history - legislation and illegal str... How do teachers defeat Bill 22? Critical thinking and Bill 22 - A teacher rebuts G... What is this strike about? A moving letter from a ... Public education - Christy: it's about equality ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=22399,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 23, Number 5, March 2011   Teaching and learning in the 21st century By Jane Turner  When the ministry talks about 21st century learning and skills, it seems to be talking about the future, something to aspire to. Perhaps someone should tell the ministry that it is over a decade behind the times, not only chronologically, but also with respect to teachers’ practice. In its “futuristic” vision, the ministry is calling for teachers to incorporate the seven Cs into 21st century learning. Along with reading, writing, and numeracy teachers are to include: critical thinking and problem solving creativity and innovation collaboration, teamwork, and leadership cross-cultural understanding communication, computing and ICT literacy career and learning self-reliance caring for personal health and planet earth. As if teachers weren’t doing this already. Teachers incorporate these Cs into their classrooms daily. However, there are some important words missing from the ministry’s list. In addition to all of the above, our vision for teaching and learning in the 21st century includes, among others, the following Cs: co-operation among children collegiality between teachers consideration and care of others collective knowledge and honouring traditional wisdom complexity of issues and systems concern for a sustainable future civic responsibility. Teachers throughout the province are preparing learning activities, lesson and unit plans, and learning experiences within and with their communities that incorporate the available technology, sophisticated learning outcomes, and skills needed in any century. The only thing standing in teachers’ way is shortage—shortage of resources, time, and support. Government and some pedagogical and political pundits are calling for “…radical change of teaching and learning approaches to fit within new economies and new technologies…” (Naylor, 2011, p. 11 bctf.ca) The focus is on how schools can best prepare students for their future worklife. While it is important that students leave school with the knowledge, skills, and attitudes that will help them in their economic endeavours, there are two very important things to keep in mind. The first is that we cannot know what precise skills and knowledge will be needed for the world of work five or ten years from now. We do know what foundational skills are going to be useful in any circumstance—reading, the ability to communicate, numeracy, flexibility, creative problem-solving, and care for our environment, are great skills for any age. But this debate shouldn’t be simply about the skills needed for tomorrow’s good jobs. It should be about “…what kind of world we want and then build approaches within education systems to create such a world.” (Naylor, 2011, p. 5) Pardon my cynicism, but a decade of experience with this government has taught me that when educational change is afoot, it usually has more to do with undermining an already tremendous school system, encouraging privatization of public services and cutting real dollars out of the budget so they can be spent elsewhere rather than making improvements to public education. The ministry is suggesting that there may no longer be a need for teachers in a classroom with students; instead teachers will be facilitators, helping students engage in their passions, on-line, or out in the community. Let students delve into their interests, apprenticing with those who are the experts, goes the mantra. In his paper,” 21st century learning—Widening the frame of focus and debate,” (2011) BCTF researcher Charlie Naylor addresses some of the shortcomings of the literature being cited by the government in its vision for “21st century learning.” Among other things, Naylor writes: “While the ‘civil society’ advocates see public schools as central to maintaining democratic societies, the 21st century schooling advocates lessen the primacy of school both as the place for the delivery of educational services and conceptually as central to the socialization of youth into civil and civic norms. The paper entitled “Schools” in the future, (www.21learn.org/site/wp-content/uploads/Schools-in-the-Future-April-2010.pdf) uses quotation marks to make it clear that they do not necessarily see schools as central to learning.” (p.6) “Schools” in the future and other documents cited on the ministry website offer numerous scenarios and examples of how students will learn in the future. Those based on real-life examples are taken from small-scale institutions piloting programs in private or charter schools. Naylor points out the challenge to move these models from small, intensely motivated exemplars to large scale, system-wide public education for all. Why are we looking to school systems that fall well below us in international evaluations, like the United States and the United Kingdom, for educational reform inspiration? Why aren’t we looking to the school systems in countries that consistently outperform the rest? In the recent OECD Executive Summary of the 2009 results for the Programme for International Student Achievement (PISA), it states that the best performing school systems manage to provide high-quality education to all students. Canada is specifically cited as one of the countries that provides a flat structure of education, ensuring that all children, regardless of their background, economic status, and personal diversity, are welcomed into schools that afford them equitable opportunities. It has been over 20 years since there was a systemic analysis of public education in BC. A lot has changed in that time and it might be time to re-evaluate our schools. Teachers would welcome a fair and comprehensive assessment of how we can best educate the children of our province. If education reform is on the table, then teachers need to be an integral part of the conversation. Teachers are best positioned to know how policy gets translated into practice. After all, we are the ones in the classrooms and schools across British Columbia. We are the ones teaching so students can learn in the 21st century. Jane Turner is an assistant director, BCTF Professional and Social Issues Division.  Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=15676&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2008 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 20, Number 6, April 2008  Stranger than fiction: FSA tales By Moira Mackenzie Recently, the Vancouver Sun editorial pages brought to light the story of a principal in Texas who threatened to kill a group of science teachers and himself if the standardized test scores did not improve, finishing his comments with, "You don’t know how ruthless I am." While we may be used to the stranger-than-fiction stories coming out of the US, we can fully expect to see more here at home as the government strives to import American-style education schemes. The recent FSA saga, for example, brought to light a few strange tales made in BC. In the face of teachers’ resistance to marking the FSAs, school districts began trying to pull teachers’ onside with offers of money, hotel rooms, meals and refreshments. In a particularly novel approach, one school superintendent encouraged teachers to sign up for a Markathon for Charity, wherein the funds the board received for marking would be donated to a charity in the community. The new e-component of the FSAs created its own set of tales, which would be laughable were it not for the frustration teachers and students experienced. We do know that the ministry piloted the e-component ahead of time. What we don’t know is how on earth there could have been so many e-problems in a process that was anticipated, planned, tested, and promoted well ahead of the fateful testing period. Some of the e-foul ups, reported by teachers around the province were: students having to try eight or nine times to log on and begin. the wait time on the program causing students to double click in impatience, only to find that a double click logged their classmates out, and the process had to begin again. students who didn’t press submit at the end of the e-component, could return to working on the test at home. the questions and text being completely out of sync in the split screen questions about reading passages. students and teachers in districts in the Mountain time zones beginning the test but having it all crash as soon as the rest of BC logged on. the FSAs knocking out the BCeSIS system at the critical semester turn around time. Then there was the case of the "bad words" on the ministry website. As reported in the press, well into the testing period, parents began expressing concern about the naughty language that showed up when various PEN numbers were entered to log in. One has to assume that it was not e-frustration at the ministry that led to this situation and was more likely someone from outside getting around the system intending to set up a prank. However it happened, it certainly called into question the reliability and security of the process and results, especially when coupled with the many e-botch-ups outlined above. The ministry, strangely quiet as the many problems were reported publicly, eventually made reference to "logistical problems" in the administration of the online components of the FSA. Moving beyond logistics into dynamics, it was interesting to note the types of response administrators gave to parental requests to opt their child out of the FSAs. The positions ran the gamut from insisting there was no ability to opt out to advising that students be kept home for the FSA period to accommodating the request respectfully. However, one tale best exemplifies what can happen when FSA pressure runs amok. An elementary teacher reported that in one school, the parents of a handful of Grade 7 students had requested that their children be opted out. In response the principal met with the students to tell them that they had to write the tests or an upcoming dance, students’ council meeting, and extracurricular activities could be cancelled. It was also reported that these parents and many other parents were understandably upset with this reaction and, as a result, three quarters of the parents in the class wrote requesting that their child be exempted as well. On one level, these stories are humorous, but more importantly, they serve to underscore what teachers have been saying all along. These tests take valuable time away from teaching and learning. They do not provide useful information for teachers, students, or parents. Teachers, as professionals, believe in fair, effective and reliable assessment and cannot endorse the public relations exercise masquerading as student assessment. Have a stranger-than-fiction FSA story to tell? E-mail: fsa@bctf.ca  Moira Mackenzie is director of the BCTF’s Communications and Campaigns Division.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141006,globalnews.ca,http://globalnews.ca/news/1574387/b-c-students-getting-ready-to-go-back-to-school-on-monday/,B.C. students getting ready to go back to school on Monday  | Globalnews.ca Your Region: National BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg On TV: News Hour Sections National National sections Locals Local sections Watch Watch sections Search Canada Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released Sections Health Money Consumer Tech Entertainment Environment Science Lifestyle Sports Featured Canada World Politics Investigations Canada Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released Your Region National Change BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Health Money Consumer Tech Entertainment Environment Science Lifestyle Sports Jump to a Region National BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Man trying to reach Bermuda in inflatable bubble rescued by Coast Guard Schedule NowNews Hour 6:30pmGlobal National More Programs Global National The West Block 16x9 The Morning Show More Personalities Dawna Friesen Carolyn Jarvis Liza Fromer Tom Clark More News Major snowfall covers N. Manitoba Entertainment ‘Gone Girl’ wins weekend box office News Journalist with Ebola arrives at US hospital Canada Quebecor sells off Sun newspaper chain News Crowdfunded bus debuts in Toronto Entertainment Depardieu reveals past as escort, thief Canada MPs debate motion for airstrikes in Iraq Sports NBA extends television deals for 9 years Trending Maple Syrup Heist Hong Kong protests Iraq crisis Luka Magnotta Ebola outbreak enterovirus D68 Ukraine Retail Wars http://globalnews.ca/tag/bc-teachers-strike/"> News Live blog Daycare Options Wages Class Size What is E80? Class Composition Video BC Teachers Strike September 20, 2014 1:36 pm B.C. students getting ready to go back to school on Monday By Amy Judd  Global News What is this? Sponsored content is written by Global News' editorial staff without any editorial influence by the sponsor. If you'd like to learn more... What is this ? X What is this? Sponsored content is written by Global News' without any editorial influence by the sponsor. If you'd like to learn more... VANCOUVER – Shoppers are expected to be out in droves this weekend across B.C., stocking up on school supplies. They are gearing up for classes to finally be in session at public elementary and high schools on Monday after B.C. teachers ratified a new contract earlier this week. The list of items that students need, or just want, seems to get longer each year. It now covers all sorts of electronic gadgets, as well as pens and paper. “It means we can finally start this year and get it over with,” said one student. With the way last year ended most districts won’t be completely prepared for students to enter the classroom, at least not right away. “It’s not going to be business as usual,” said Patti Bacchus, chairwoman of the Vancouver school board. “It’s going to take a lot of work and we’re going to ask parents and students to be patient as we try to get classrooms organized, staffing place and timetables adjusted.” © Shaw Media, 2014 Report an error BC Teachers Strike BCTF Students Teachers Amy Judd Web Producer Amy started with Global BC in June 2011, and loves being part of such an exciting newsroom. She loves social media and is always looking for a good story! You can also catch her on Trending on and BC1. Latest BC Teachers Strike Videos 02:08 News Hour BC Inner city teacher turns to crowdfunding for needy kids 01:59 News Hour BC Back to school, three weeks late 01:27 News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Will the school year be extended? 02:39 Noon News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: What can kids expect? 02:19 News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Results of the vote tonight 05:03 Noon News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Teachers voting today 04:12 News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Big questions remain 10:13 BC 1 BC teachers dispute: Union leader Jim Sinclair weighs in on deal 03:10 Noon News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: BCTF urged to vote yes 03:11 News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Deal details 01:44 News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Deal reaction 01:44 News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Back to school shopping 01:57 News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Finally, a tentative deal 06:59 BC 1 BC teachers dispute: Is it a good deal? 05:21 BC 1 BC teachers deal: Is the new deal affordable? 06:34 BC 1 BC teachers dispute: What will the school year look like? 15:57 News Hour BC Press conference: BCTF president Jim Iker on tentative deal 02:11 Global National BC teachers strike: Tentative deal reached, school may start Monday 15:20 News Hour BC Press conference: Premier Christy Clark and Peter Fassbender on tentative deal 06:31 BC 1 BC teachers dispute: Press conference review More Stories News B.C. students are back to school BC teachers’ strike: Will the school year be extended? Comox Valley teachers angry international students crossing picket lines for class Teachers’ strike puts education practicums in limbo B.C. teachers vote 86 per cent in favour of deal; students back in school Monday Comments Latest Headlines October 5, 2014 Coquitlam teachers fighting over pay September 27, 2014 Cheques for school strike money to be mailed in late October September 24, 2014 Children at Silverdale Elementary return to class in middle of construction site September 22, 2014 Elementary school teacher sets up crowdfunding page for classroom supplies September 22, 2014 BC teachers’ strike: Will the school year be extended? More Headlines → Popular Now Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released 20224 How does Ebola spread? 5 things you need to know 18659 Accused Madeleine McCann Twitter troll found dead 9985 Ebola: 5 reasons why an outbreak is highly unlikely in Canada 7298 UPDATE: What’s the best, cheapest Canadian cellphone plan out there? 5891 Featured Content Canada Ebola: 5 reasons why an outbreak is highly unlikely in Canada What are the chances of an Ebola outbreak taking off in Canada? It isn’t likely, according to experts. And here are a number of reasons why. Continue reading → Environment Are we in the midst of a mass extinction? There have been 5 mass extinctions — the loss of 75 per cent or more of the world’s species — in Earth’s history. Scientists now believe that we are at the early stages of the sixth. Continue reading → Health Lab-grown penises may soon be ‘ready for testing’ on humans Researchers in North Carolina say penises grown in laboratories could “soon be ready for human testing,” offering hope for men who have had traumatic injuries or penile cancer. Continue reading → Canada Meet Rachel Parent — the teen fighting for GMO labelling in Canada Rachel Parent is a 15-year-old activist. Her goal: mandatory labelling in Canada of all genetically modified organisms, or GMOs that are found as ingredients in food. Continue reading → Canada Abandoned puppies on the mend Twenty hungry, cold and flea-infested puppies found in a Saskatchewan field are now being nursed back to health at Battleford’s Humane Society. Continue reading → Science Everything you need to know about Wednesday’s lunar eclipse On Oct. 8, Canada will be treated to its second lunar eclipse of the year. Find out what you can expect. Continue reading → Canada Can homegrown food win the climate change war? Wondering what’s the single most effective way to combat climate change? Plant a garden. Continue reading → Canada 16×9: An investigation into illegal lumber Timber thieves are stealing wood from the Russian Far East, processing it in China and then shipping it to North America, a 16×9 investigation has found. Continue reading → Highlights Hounds of Parliament: As commuting cyclist and budget watchdog, Frechette must make his presence known Frechette draws a line distinguishing his personality as a cyclist and as the parliamentary budget officer. But surely there’s a parallel between the assertive man he is on a bike and in the role of PBO? Continue reading → Email alerts Sign up for FREE daily Globalnews.ca newsletters and breaking news alerts Email Address National Daily News National Breaking News By clicking on the submit button, I have read, understood and agreed to our privacy policy Twitter Follow globalnews 20 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews USA Swimming suspends #MichaelPhelps for 6 months glbn.ca/ClLU9 pic.twitter.com/nqC3dQ3NhL 20 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews Hillary Clinton: military action against ISIS “critical” and “essential” globalnews.ca/news/1600343/w… #cdnpoli 32 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews Boy left in car during church choir practice dies glbn.ca/ClKBB Jump to a Region BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Connect Facebook Twitter Google+ RSS Contact Us Global News About Us Privacy Policy Principles & Practices Terms & Conditions Copyright Shaw Media Advertise Open Data © Shaw Media Inc., 2014. All rights reserved. Follow Follow “Global News” Get every new post delivered to your Inbox. Join 3,820 other followers Powered by WordPress.com Shaw Connect Expand News Entertainment Entertainment Home Celebs Movies TV Music Living Lifestyle Food Home & Living Sports Money Tech Travel Breaktime Autos Watch TV Online All Sites Global Global News Food Network HGTV History Television Showcase Slice DTOUR ET Canada National Geographic Movietime Lifetime H2 DIY Action NG Wild Mystery IFC BBC Deja Vu Twist)
(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/keithbaldrey?lang=he,Keith Baldrey (@keithbaldrey) | Twitter טוויטר שאילתת חיפוש חיפוש בטוויטר חיפושים שמורים הסרה חשבון מאומת @ משתמשים מומלצים חשבון מאומת @ חשבון מאומת @ שפה: עברית Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 כבר יש לך חשבון? כניסה הגעת לא מזמן לטוויטר? הצטרף היום » כניסה טלפון, דואר אלקטרוני או שם משתמש ססמה כניסה זכור אותי שכחת את הססמה? כבר התחלת להשתמש בטוויטר דרך מסרונים? Keith Baldrey חשבון מאומת @keithbaldrey ציוצים ‏21.1 אלף תמונות/סרטונים 74 במעקב 1,827 עוקבים ‏19.8 אלף אהובים 82   עוד אהובים רשימות ביטול השתקת @keithbaldrey השתקת @keithbaldrey לעקוב ברשימת המעקב להפסיק לעקוב חסימה שחרור בהמתנה ביטול Keith Baldreyחשבון מאומת @keithbaldrey Political journalist for Global TV, British Columbia. Syndicated newspaper columnist for Glacier Media. Commentator on CKNW radio Keith.Baldrey@globalnews.ca Victoria BC מועד ההצטרפות: דצמבר 2010 74 תמונות וסרטונים ציוצים ציוצים Tweets & replies Keith Baldrey @keithbaldrey  ·  3 שעות Talking Petronas, Throne Speech and ledge session on @GlobalBC Noon News with @LynnColliar minutes from now! #bcpoli תגובה 0 replies לצייץ מחדש צויץ מחדש 0 retweets אהוב סומן כאהוב 0 favorites עוד הטמעת ציוץ Keith Baldrey @keithbaldrey  ·  4 שעות Petronas serves notice to BC govt. it wants lower taxes and less regulation by Oct. 31, or company will bail on LNG here. #bcpoli תגובה 0 replies לצייץ מחדש צויץ מחדש 16 retweets 16 אהוב סומן כאהוב 0 favorites עוד הטמעת ציוץ Keith Baldrey retweeted Globalnews.ca @globalnews  ·  6 שעות #Ebola: 5 reasons why an outbreak is highly unlikely in #Canada http://glbn.ca/CkYTs  #cdnhealth הצגת סיכום תגובה 0 replies לצייץ מחדש צויץ מחדש 3 retweets 3 אהוב סומן כאהוב 1 favorite 1 עוד הטמעת ציוץ Keith Baldrey retweeted steve darling @stevedarling  ·  6 שעות Help us feed those in need on October 8th Global BC’s Thanks for Giving Food Bank Drive drop by the station with a donation. תגובה 0 replies לצייץ מחדש צויץ מחדש 3 retweets 3 אהוב סומן כאהוב 1 favorite 1 עוד הטמעת ציוץ Keith Baldrey retweeted Morgan Palmer @MorganKIRO7  ·  6 שעות A few words about El Niño and the upcoming winter in #Seattle and the Northwest. http://ow.ly/CkSWZ  pic.twitter.com/XoufnEPCuf צפייה בעוד תמונות וסרטונים תגובה 0 replies לצייץ מחדש צויץ מחדש 4 retweets 4 אהוב סומן כאהוב 3 favorites 3 עוד הטמעת ציוץ Keith Baldrey retweeted MLBcathedrals @MLBcathedrals  ·  6 שעות Color shot from Seals Stadium in San Francisco, 1958. #Giants first year on west coast. pic.twitter.com/bwHhgzieLD צפייה בעוד תמונות וסרטונים תגובה 0 replies לצייץ מחדש צויץ מחדש 71 retweets 71 אהוב סומן כאהוב 103 favorites 103 עוד הטמעת ציוץ Keith Baldrey retweeted Scott Robarts @srobarts  ·  6 שעות "Jase" epileptic lost male white lab/collie mix dog lost in #westvancouver. http://www.petsearcherscanada.com/jase-epileptic-lost-male-white-labcollie-x-with-ginger-coloured-ears-in-west-vancouver-hadden-dr-mathers-sept-26-2014/ … תגובה 0 replies לצייץ מחדש צויץ מחדש 6 retweets 6 אהוב סומן כאהוב 0 favorites עוד הטמעת ציוץ Keith Baldrey retweeted Globe BC @GlobeBC  ·  6 שעות Petronas CEO warns of 15-year delay to B.C. LNG project http://bit.ly/1q3V6vq  הצגת סיכום תגובה 0 replies לצייץ מחדש צויץ מחדש 3 retweets 3 אהוב סומן כאהוב 2 עוד הטמעת ציוץ Keith Baldrey retweeted Kai Nagata @kainagata  ·  18 שעות A dozen rollerbladers in dark clothing just charged across Island Highway in front of my vehicle. I nearly gave them a group Darwin award. תגובה 0 replies לצייץ מחדש צויץ מחדש 7 retweets 7 אהוב סומן כאהוב 8 favorites 8 עוד הטמעת ציוץ Keith Baldrey retweeted Pete Blackburn @PeteBlackburn  ·  18 שעות This might be the hottest take I've ever heard: https://vine.co/v/OK5TtYVmZ7b  צפייה בעוד תמונות וסרטונים תגובה 0 replies לצייץ מחדש צויץ מחדש 1,263 retweets ‏1.3 אלף אהוב סומן כאהוב 1,001 favorites ‏1 אלף עוד הטמעת ציוץ Keith Baldrey retweeted Victoria BC Today @VictoriaBCToday  ·  19 שעות PHOTO: Race Rocks, middle island with sea lions, off Metchosin. I Love Vancouver Island Credit: Garry Fletcher http://fb.me/6O6kGr4TE  תגובה 0 replies לצייץ מחדש צויץ מחדש 2 אהוב סומן כאהוב 1 favorite 1 עוד הטמעת ציוץ Keith Baldrey retweeted Mid Island News @midislandnews  ·  19 שעות New NDP candidate has been selected to represent Nanaimo-Ladysmith in next federal election: @s_malcolmson from #Gabriola תגובה 0 replies לצייץ מחדש צויץ מחדש 6 retweets 6 אהוב סומן כאהוב 1 favorite 1 עוד הטמעת ציוץ Keith Baldrey retweeted FionaForbes @FionaForbes  ·  19 שעות Photo: Hey guys! Who wants to help me build a school in Haiti with @changeheroes and @FreeTheChildren ? I’m... http://tmblr.co/Zztd6s1SUAMRX  הצגת התמונה תגובה 0 replies לצייץ מחדש צויץ מחדש 10 retweets 10 אהוב סומן כאהוב 3 favorites 3 עוד הטמעת ציוץ Keith Baldrey retweeted Wil Boucher @wils_vancouver  ·  20 שעות @HarbourAirLtd #harbourairlife #vancouver #lovemyjob #coalharbour #sunsetsunday pic.twitter.com/VRV2Fw0Xx7 צפייה בעוד תמונות וסרטונים תגובה 0 replies לצייץ מחדש צויץ מחדש 9 retweets 9 אהוב סומן כאהוב 12 favorites 12 עוד הטמעת ציוץ Keith Baldrey retweeted Heidi C @bibliosmartgirl  ·  5 באוק׳ Especially About Students:Why Are the Designations Disappearing?http://bcspecialed.blogspot.ca/2014/10/why-are-designations-disappearing.html … @keithbaldrey @CBCStephenQuinn @AndrewChangCBC #bced תגובה 0 replies לצייץ מחדש צויץ מחדש 16 retweets 16 אהוב סומן כאהוב 3 favorites 3 עוד הטמעת ציוץ Keith Baldrey @keithbaldrey  ·  19 שעות Giants Orioles! tracysherlock: @keithbaldrey yay Giants! All the way. Hoping for a Giants - Kansas City World Series...” תגובה 0 replies לצייץ מחדש צויץ מחדש 0 retweets אהוב סומן כאהוב 2 עוד הטמעת ציוץ Keith Baldrey retweeted Barry @BarryFawbear  ·  22 שעות @keithbaldrey ave you been to Adams River this year? Tourists want to see salmon, not hike 5km through the bush! Sad! pic.twitter.com/nVXr9eImu4 צפייה בעוד תמונות וסרטונים תגובה 0 replies לצייץ מחדש צויץ מחדש 1 retweet 1 אהוב סומן כאהוב 2 עוד הטמעת ציוץ Keith Baldrey retweeted NorthVanMike @NorthVanMike  ·  21 שעות @trukdryvr @keithbaldrey the humidity from the damp ground made it muggish. הצגת השיחה תגובה 0 replies לצייץ מחדש צויץ מחדש 1 retweet 1 אהוב סומן כאהוב 1 favorite 1 עוד הטמעת ציוץ Keith Baldrey retweeted Keith Maxwell @MaxontheCoast  ·  21 שעות @keithbaldrey My theory - we're turning into Northern California. N California into S California. S California into desert. הצגת השיחה תגובה 0 replies לצייץ מחדש צויץ מחדש 1 retweet 1 אהוב סומן כאהוב 3 favorites 3 עוד הטמעת ציוץ Keith Baldrey retweeted Liberty-bk  @libertybk  ·  21 שעות @keithbaldrey Ridiculously warm in Sunshine Hills, Delta as well :) not complaining one bit! הצגת השיחה תגובה 0 replies לצייץ מחדש צויץ מחדש 1 retweet 1 אהוב סומן כאהוב 0 favorites עוד הטמעת ציוץ טוויטר עמוס מהרגיל או שיש איזושהי מגבלה זמנית. לנסות שוב ניתן לבקר במצב של טוויטר למידע נוסף. סגירה Keith Baldrey עקב אחרי לא לפספס אף עדכונים מאת Keith Baldrey Victoria BC · לשנות © 2014 טוויטר על אודות עזרה מידע על הפרסומות סגירה נושאים חמים נושאים חמים במיוחד בשבילך. מגמות מציעות דרך ייחודית להתקרב לדברים שמעניינים אותך. הן תפורות אישית עבורך בהתבסס על המיקום שלך והאנשים שברשימת המעקב שלך. לשנות להשאיר את הנושאים החמים המותאמים לקבל נושאים חמים מרחבי העולם סיום התעלמות סגירה קודם הבא סגירה מעבר לפרופיל של משתמש חיפושים שמורים הסרה חשבון מאומת @ משתמשים מומלצים חשבון מאומת @ חשבון מאומת @ סגירה האם לצייץ מחדש לעוקבים שלך? ביטול לצייץ מחדש סגירה האם אכן ברצונך למחוק ציוץ זה? ביטול מחיקה סגירה חסימה ביטול חסימה הוספת זיהוי מיקום לציוציך בעת שליחת ציוץ הכולל מיקום, טוויטר שומר מיקום זה. באפשרותך להפעיל/לכבות את זיהוי המיקומים לפני כל ציוץ ותמיד באפשרותך למחוק את כל היסטוריית המיקומים שלך מידע נוסף הפעלת זיהוי מיקום לא עכשיו נטרול זיהוי המיקום סגירה תקציר הפרופיל סגירה הרשימות שלך סגירה יצירת רשימה חדשה שם הרשימה תיאור עד 100 תווים, רשות פרטיות פומבי · כל אחד רשאי לעקוב אחרי רשימה זו פרטי · רשימה זו שמירת רשימה סגירה סגירה הטמעת ציוץ זה ניתן להוסיף ציוץ זה לאתר שלך על־ידי העתקת הקוד שלהלן. מידע נוסף המממ, קרתה איזו תקלה בזמן ההתחברות לשרת. לנסות שוב? לכלול את ציוץ ההורה לכלול את המדיה תצוגה מקדימה סגירה הרשמה לטוויטר אינך משתמש/ת בטוויטר? הירשמו, פיקחו עין על הנושאים שמעניינים אתכם, וקבלו עדכונים בזמן אמת. כבר יש לך חשבון? כניסה » סגירה קודים קצרים דו־כיווניים (שליחה וקבלה): מדינה קוד ללקוחות של ארצות הברית 40404 (כולם) קנדה 21212 (כולם) בריטניה 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 ברזיל 40404 Nextel, TIM האיטי 40404 Digicel, Voila אירלנד 51210 Vodafone, O2 הודו 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance אינדונזיה 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata איטליה 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » הצגת קודים מקוצרים של SMS במדינות אחרות סגירה אישור)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11944,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2000 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 13, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 2000 How to become a BCTF-endorsed candidate for the B.C. College of Teachers The B.C. College of Teachers is the regulatory body of the teaching profession in B.C. The college has a focussed mandate: teacher education, teacher certification, and member discipline. Responsibility for governing the college rests with the 20-person council. Fifteen of 20 council members are elected by the membership. Five council members are appointed (two by the cabinet, two by the minister of education, and one by the deans of the faculties of education). Council members make policy decisions, make quasi-judicial decisions concerning individuals and institutions, represent the college on various external committees, and communicate with members. Elections are held in each of 15 zones. Elections are held in even-numbered years in the even-numbered zones and in odd-numbered years in the odd-numbered zones. This year, elections will be in East Kootenay (1), Okanagan (3), Fraser Valley (5), Delta-Richmond (7), Metro (9), North Central (11) South Island (13), and North Coast (15). The term of office is two years beginning August 1 and ending July 31. The BCTF has established a policy that provides for the selection of a BCTF-endorsed candidate in each zone where an election is being held. Only active BCTF members are eligible for BCTF endorsation as candidates in B.C. College of Teachers’ elections. Each local has the right to select one nominee. This nominee must be endorsed by an executive, delegate assembly, or general meeting of the local. Each local nominee must undertake to abide by the endorsation process. Once a local has nominated a candidate, the name of the candidate is forwarded to the BCTF zone co-ordinator (to be determined by the local presidents in each college zone). The zone co-ordinator ensures that each local in the zone conducts a vote to determine the zone’s BCTF-endorsed candidate by secret ballot in accordance with BCTF procedures. The BCTF will publicize, among members, the names of all BCTF-endorsed candidates. The BCTF provides funding to assist local nominees in seeking endorsation to become the BCTF-endorsed candidate in a college zone. The BCTF also provides funding to assist endorsed candidates in the college elections. If you are interested in being considered as a local nominee for the BCTF-endorsed candidate in a zone, please contact your local president by January 15, 2001. If you have any questions about BCTF college election procedures, contact Mike Lombardi, BCTF staff, 1-800-663-9163, local 1849, e-mail mlombardi@bctf.ca, or your local president. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=26867,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > April 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 6, April 2012   Post-B.Ed. concentration online at UBC  Faculty of Education: Classroom support for high ability and other exceptionalities The Department of Educational and Counselling Psychology, and Special Education has worked with External Programs and Learning Technology in Education to develop a concentration that is offered online. The concentration has been developed to support teachers from throughout the province who wish to increase their expertise and upgrade their qualifications, but prefer the flexibility of an online learning environment. This 15-credit concentration can help teachers achieve their TQS 5+, build their expertise in supporting all learners in the inclusive classroom, and contribute to the coursework needed to meet BC Ministry of Education guidelines for competencies for learning support teachers. The concentration consists of five 3-credit courses, all of which are delivered online. Students may also wish to take one or more of the courses in a face-to-face format on campus or through district-based offerings. Students who take this concentration must complete a minimum of four core courses—Teaching Highly Able Learners, Educational Programming for Highly Able Learners, Classroom Management, and Learning Disabilities—and one approved elective. Sample electives are: Supporting Learning in the Kindergarten Year, Family-Centred Practice for Children with Special Needs, Assistive Technologies in Special Education, The Education of Immigrant Students. This concentration provides opportunities to identify and examine the profiles of diverse learners and to design optimal supports for their academic, social-emotional, and behavioural needs. It is suitable for: classroom teachers wishing to strengthen their expertise in meeting the needs of students with exceptional learning needs. classroom teachers who wish to assume the role of a learning support teacher. learning support teachers who wish to extend and deepen their expertise. teachers who wish to transfer credits to a Masters program (maximum 6 credits). teachers who wish to combine the courses in this concentration with five other courses to upgrade their certification. Visit http://eplt.educ.ubc.ca/programs/conc/sped for more information.  – Dr. Marion Porath, professor, ECPS, UBC and Lynn Chartres, district gifted learning resource teacher, West Vancouver School District, Sessional Instructor, UBC   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/TeachersOnCall.aspx?id=17224,Teachers Teaching On Call  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers Aboriginal Education  Bargaining & Collective Agreements  Français  Health & Safety  New Teachers  Opportunities for Members  Pensions Professional Development  Professional Rights & Responsibility  Provincial Specialist Associations  Salary & Benefits  Teachers Teaching On Call  Teaching Resources  For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Teachers Teaching on Call   Teachers Teaching on Call and health and safety The Workers Compensation Act and the Occupational Health and Safety Regulation (OH&SR) are designed to protect workers by preventing workplace injury and disease. Teachers on call are entitled to the full protection of the act and the OH&SR. However, such rights are hollow unless they are fully exercised. Here are some tips to help you get the most from your health and safety rights: When you arrive at a school, ask for the names of the BCTF representatives on the school’s joint health and safety committee. If you have any health and safety questions or concerns, speak with one of the representatives. Find out the name of the person who is the designated first aid attendant. Ensure that you have been provided with a copy of the school’s emergency plan, including routes for evacuation and assembly areas. Ask if any of the students in the class you will be working with have a history of violence. If there is such a student, ask for and become familiar with the student’s safety plan. Do not leave any food or drink unattended where it could be tampered with. If you suffer an injury at work, no matter how minor, advise the principal, vice-principal, or first aid attendant immediately. Fill out a WorkSafeBC Form 6A and make two copies. Keep one copy for yourself, send one to the local union office, and give the original to the principal or vice-principal. See your doctor and be sure to tell the doctor that the injury happened at work. If you may miss time from work or if you need healthcare (physiotherapy, massage etc.) call TELECLAIM at 1-888-WORKERS (1-888-967-5377) and file a claim. If you want advice about your claim, or if you receive a letter from WorkSafeBC either accepting or denying your claim, immediately contact the WCB Advocate at the BCTF office. Report any incidents of violence or threats of violence to the principal or vice-principal. If the incident of violence or threat of violence is directed at you, treat the incident in the same way as you treat an injury at work. Know that you have the right to refuse unsafe work. If you find yourself in any situation that you believe presents a risk of injury to yourself or any other person, remove students from the risk and advise the principal that you are refusing unsafe work. You should then contact the staff representative or a BCTF health and safety representative for advice and support. Ask your local union to arrange for a presentation of the BCTF workshop “Raising Health and Safety Awareness”, which can be presented at TTOC meetings, after school staff meetings, teacher orientation meetings, etc. If you would like more information, please contact Karen Langenmaier, the BCTF Health and Safety Officer at 604-871-1891 or 1-800-663-9163 local 1891 or email klangenmaier@bctf.ca.   Workshops for TTOCs EI workshops can now be booked through the Training Department. Please contact Bonnie Quan Symons at bquansymons@bctf.ca, 604-871-1857, or 1-800-663-9163 local 1857. About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2011/06/wondering-what-personlized-learning.html?showComment0751307660356630,Staffroom Confidential: Wondering what "personlized learning" means? Just look south to find out Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, June 7, 2011 Wondering what "personlized learning" means? Just look south to find out More and more I have been thinking that the BC government / BCPSEA's vision of "personalized learning" comes from the US, not Britain, or anywhere else. Today I came across this, from the US Department of Education. The last sentence is perhaps the most telling: "an opportunity to achieve greater efficiency and increase productivity". It is part of a stream of educational policy thought under the umbrella "educational productivity", which means getting higher test scores for less money. Here is the whole description: Competency-Based Learning or Personalized Learning Transitioning away from seat time, in favor of a structure that creates flexibility, allows students to progress as they demonstrate mastery of academic content, regardless of time, place, or pace of learning. Competency-based strategies provide flexibility in the way that credit can be earned or awarded, and provide students with personalized learning opportunities. These strategies include online and blended learning, dual enrollment and early college high schools, project-based and community-based learning, and credit recovery, among others. This type of learning leads to better student engagement because the content is relevant to each student and tailored to their unique needs. It also leads to better student outcomes because the pace of learning is customized to each student. By enabling students to master skills at their own pace, competency-based learning systems help to save both time and money. Depending on the strategy pursued, competency-based systems also create multiple pathways to graduation, make better use of technology, support new staffing patterns that utilize teacher skills and interests differently, take advantage of learning opportunities outside of school hours and walls, and help identify opportunities to target interventions to meet the specific learning needs of students. Each of these presents an opportunity to achieve greater efficiency and increase productivity. You can read more here: http://www.ed.gov/oii-news/competency-based-learning-or-personalized-learning Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 4:06 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 1 comment: C. WelchJune 9, 2011 at 3:59 PM You've quoted an impressive bit of edu-babble, Tara! :-) I like that little gem of "new staffing patterns", which sounds suspiciously like the topic of the recent BCPSEA meeting with the Minister of Education. I also find it interesting how this selection conflates learning at "their own pace" with learning that's "tailored to their unique needs". They're not necessarily incompatible, but I think a lot of students will end up getting learning at one's own pace without the individualized learning component. As you and I talked about earlier, this bait and switch starts with a lack of resources for personalized learning, and leads to canned and ever-more standardized course packages - a far cry from an education tailored to the unique needs of each individual child! Thanks for another interesting post, Tara.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ▼  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ▼  June (14) Saanich board convinces gov't to release hold-back... BC teachers vote 90% in favour of job action Trustees give raise for themselves, but propose ze... Why does the CUPW dispute matter for teachers and ... Community Social Services workers prepare for job ... BCPSEA, Gov't and Trustees: Proposing Wisconsin No... A 21st Century Educator Personalized Learning: Portfolio writ large? The myth of the "me too" clause Saanich Board submits deficit budget BCPSEA: Fostering division and polarization or pro... Wondering what "personlized learning" means? Just ... Strategic facilities plans - a plan for more schoo... Back to the Future? Will the Liberals under Christ... ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=21162&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 7, May/June 2010  Acknowledging serious mental illnesses By Susan Inman One night last week, I received a desperate phone call from another teacher whom I’ve known for over 20 years. She was frantic. An ambulance and two police officers were on their way to her house to take her very psychotic teenage son to Vancouver General Hospital’s emergency unit. His psychiatrist, from a community mental health team, hadn’t been able to persuade him to go back on to his antipsychotic medication; he has very little insight into the serious mental illness that he’s living with and this involuntary hospitalization was the next necessary step. My friend has been learning a lot about these illnesses, but the imminent arrival of the police was understandably frightening to her and she was very worried about her son’s response. Fortunately, the likely scenario I painted for her did play itself out; the police and ambulance attendants were very sensitive and skilful, and my friend’s son is now safe in the psychiatric assessment unit and responding well to treatment. Both of us were the kind of mothers who assumed we knew a lot about child development. We were both in the position to give our children just the kind of careful nurturing we believed would lead to fairly predictable results. Our children’s genetic codes and a complex mixture of environmental factors had a different and a more cruel fate in store for them. Even though we’ve now both educated ourselves to understand the research into environmental factors like flu during pregnancy, birth complications, age of fathers, and other newly researched issues, we knew very little when we were tossed into these chaotic circumstances. When I was in grad school at UCLA in the 1980s and later took courses in UBCs Counselling Psychology Program, I trained in theories based on the assumption that nurture, not nature, determined a child’s destiny. It was a comforting belief system but, even when I was sitting in those courses, the bigger world of neuroscience had already begun transforming psychiatry. Rather than continuing to base interventions in dealing with schizophrenia and bipolar disorder on the unscientific, non-evidence based theories of Freud, psychiatry had begun to take its rightful place in medicine. Families today still have to confront the legacies of parent blaming as they try to get help for their ill children. The shifting of paradigms doesn’t happen quickly. Most of us who are teachers have had very little opportunity in our training to learn about new ways of understanding serious mental illnesses. This lack of training, unfortunately, often makes it difficult for us to interpret behaviour in our own classrooms; this is a problem because one in 100 people have bipolar disorder and one in 100 have schizophrenia, and these disorders often begin to manifest themselves in adolescence. At the secondary school where I teach, the counsellors have connected to Vancouver’s Early Psychosis Intervention Program; this helps ensure that ill students can receive the timely treatment that can lead to better outcomes. This program not only offers necessary medical treatment but helps the students and their parents learn to adjust to these disorders. I have no idea what people in many other parts of the province can do. My daughter had one of the most severe schizo-affective disorders that psychiatrists in Vancouver had seen and after a two-year psychotic episode had a grim prognosis; some psychiatrists predicted she would have to be institutionalized for life. My ability to take unpaid leaves of absences and to teach part time enabled me to assume responsibility for her recovery. Eventually, a new medication strategy freed my daughter from her hellish psychosis. I could not find the stories of other parents when I was the most overwhelmed during these ordeals and in my memoir, After Her Brain Broke, Helping My Daughter Recover Her Sanity, I share the complicated story of helping my daughter get her life back. In the introduction to the book, Senator Michael Kirby, chair of the Mental Health Commission of Canada, talks about “…the work we still have to do to ensure that people with mental illness and their families get the same treatment... that individuals with physical illness receive.” The work to be done is immense. As teachers, my friend and I both know that educational institutions need to do more if we want our students to receive the kind of care that offers the best opportunities for recovery. The Counselling Psychology program, where I took classes, still doesn’t offer any course on serious mental illnesses and none of the student teachers I’ve asked have received any training at all in understanding these disorders. This training would not only assist us in spotting potential crises and later help us reintegrate students back into our classes, but would improve our understanding of our many students who grow up in households impacted by these disorders. The institutions that train us have a responsibility to help us understand these issues that they have ignored for too long. Susan Inman teaches at Windermere Secondary School, Vancouver.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=10464&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 19, Number 4, January/February 2007 A chronology of French-as-a-first-language education in BC by Pierre Blouin French people have been in BC for many years and all along they have demanded that their children receive a French education. Even though some francophone students were able to attend classes conducted in French earlier, it was only in 1982, when the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms was adopted, that it became a constitutional right for francophone parents to have their children educated in French anywhere in Canada. (Note: The francophone program is completely different from French immersion. The provincial government has an obligation to provide a francophone program but French immersion remains an option.) 1793 Alexander McKenzie’s expedition: 6 of his 10 crew members were French Canadian (Doucette, Landry, Beaulieux, Bisson, Beauchamp, and Contois). 1807 A group of French Canadians founded Fort George, today Prince George. 1840–42 125 people of European origin lived in Fort Victoria: 25 were English, 100 were French Canadian. 1848 The Hudson’s Bay Company opened a French school for its employees. The company still used French in its communications. 1848–49 The religious French schools served Aboriginal, Métis, and francophone children. 1860–90 The French clergy, nuns (Soeurs Sainte-Anne de Québec) and priests, established schools around the province (Vancouver, Victoria, Kelowna, Mission, Williams Lake, Kamloops, and Cranbrook). The only way for French Canadians to have their children educated in French was to finance their own school. 1910 The first French school opened in Maillardville, Coquitlam. 1951 The two French Catholic schools of Maillardville went on strike to demand free transportation, school books, and financing. 1954 The municipality of Coquitlam asked that 44 years of tax arrears be paid. The schools and the churches were seized by the government. 1967 The Premier of BC, W.A.C. Bennett, declared that there would never be French public schools in the province. 1977 More than 100 years after the creation of a public school system, the government recognized the right of francophones to be educated in French. 1979 The francophone program (then known as "programme cadre") was established in BC: 232 students were registered in nine school districts. 1982 Adoption of the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms, which recognizes the right of Canadians to be educated in their mother tongue wherever they reside in Canada. 1983 Opening of école Anne-Hébert school in Vancouver, the first French stand-alone school in BC. 1986 Creation of a new BCTF provincial specialist association: Association provinciale des professeurs d’immersion et du programme cadre (APPIPC). 1986 The Greater Victoria School Board assumes control of école Victor-Brodeur, on the military base in Esquimalt, making it the second French stand-alone school. 1987 The third French stand-alone school, école André-Piolat, opened in North Vancouver. 1993 The BCTF created the bureau of French Programs and Services and the Advisory Committee on French Programs and Services. 1995 The Ministry of Education announced the creation of a French school board, Conseil scolaire francophone (Francophone Education Authority/ FEA). The board has responsibility for French-as-a-first-language education throughout BC. 1998 The FEA assumed responsibility for hiring its own teachers—the BCTF created a new local (93): Association des enseignantes et enseignants francophones (ADEF). The local is now known as the Syndicat des enseignantes et enseignants du programme francophone de la Colombie-Britannique (SEPF). 2006 The Conseil scolaire francophone offers programme francophone services in 38 schools around the province of which 19 are stand-alone. Current CSF enrolment is 3,815 students, up from 1,800 in 1996, an increase of 112 %. Pierre Blouin is co-ordinator, BCTF French Programs and Services. Source: Based in part on a document from the Fédération des parents francophones de la C-B.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9710,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 19, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 2006 International news Retirees teach English in Cuba The BCTF International Solidarity Program supports two programs for teaching English in Cuba—one for retirees and the other for active members. ESL Cuba volunteer is for retired educators prepared to donate their talents and skills to teach Cubans English. Volunteers pay their own costs while on the island for three weeks. Part of the time is spent working either with university students or with young children. The program runs twice next year, from February 3 to 24, 2007, and again in November. Details of this program are available on the web at www.cubavolunteer.com. The BCTF Cuba ESL Teacher In-service Project sends teams of BCTF members with second-language experience to offer eight-day in-service programs for Cuban secondary school teachers during December and July holidays. Project members for this year are in place. If you are interested in applying, watch for an ad in a future edition of Teacher. Five-month strike in Oaxaca ends Teachers in Oaxaca, Mexico, spent more than 150 days on strike from May to October this year. The strike started with demands for the government to provide textbooks and food for children at school, as well as salary increases of more than the 7% offered. It soon expanded to civil disobedience in support of social demands by indigenous and other community organizations that had joined the teachers. Oaxaca is one of the poorest states in Mexico and has a large indigenous population. Many children are not in school because their families cannot afford any fees—or even to feed their children. The teachers are also among the poorest paid in Mexico. The situation was very volatile. On October 18, gunmen shot and killed Panfilo Hernandez, a preschool teacher, as he stepped out of a meeting with other teachers and members of the APPO, the community-based assembly, in the Jardín neighbourhood of Oaxaca City. Hernandez was the ninth person to be assassinated during the conflict. With only some of their demands met, the teachers felt they had to vote to return to school in late October. The government promised a 30% salary increase over six years and to drop criminal charges against some 300 union leaders. Teachers will extend school hours to make up some of the lost instruction time during the strike. Oaxaca teachers’ union leader Enrique Rueda Pacheco said Friday that the decision to return to work was based not on pressure from [national union head, Esther] Gordillo or the federal government but from "the commitment we have to the children of Oaxaca.’’ Despite returning to school, the teachers’ union will continue to call for the replacement of the governor who escalated the strike by sending in masses of police to break up a peaceful occupation of the central square in the city. For an update on the status of the situation with teachers in Oaxaca, check the international solidarity section of the BCTF web site. – Larry Kuehn Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=17380,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 4, January/February 2009  From an inner-city school to a remote rural school By Susan Gilbert This is part 2 of an interview with Susanne Hryboko—the sole staff at Surge Narrows Elementary School on the remote shores of Read Island. Part 1 appeared in the Nov./Dec. 2008 issue of Teacher. How do you like living in a teacherage, on site? I like it. We have a four-day workweek; I come over Monday mornings by boat and I go back Thursday evenings. I can really focus on doing all my school things during that time and the weekend is a separate time. Because I am on site here, if someone wants access to the school in the evenings I can open it up. It is part of the process of what you have to do here and at first I wasn’t sure. The teacherage is old; I don’t think there are any new teacherages in the province. I have to deal with the mice, but again that is part of what we do living up here. I have a fridge, but the generator is off at night so keeping ice is difficult. There is no TV or radio so my life is the school and I read a lot. What is the biggest threat to your job in both schools? In the inner city, especially teaching behaviour classes, there was always the threat of violence. We were prepared for it by going through training but the underlying threat was always there. Here, the biggest threat I feel is if families move away and the school population diminishes enough for the school to close. That is about it; it feels like a really safe place here. Compare parent involvement in both schools. There are some parents who are here a lot more than other parents and it was the same in the inner-city school. In the city school, there was a separate parent room and we had a full-time staff worker who was the parent counselor. Something I really found interesting coming here is that the parents fight for the same basic issue; the right for their children to be educated in their own catchment area. In the inner-city school, I was in a class that was set up the year before I came and it was set up as a result of parents camping for 44 days on the school board property to demand the right for the kids to attend their home school. These kids were sent to district classes in various schools and yes, the school board bussed them so it wasn’t transportation issues but some parents had kids in two or three school across the city and for them to try and make their way to the schools was impossible. The kids were being shipped out of the neighbourhood. This meant they had teachers who didn’t understand the living situation and what was going on at home. Coming here, to a school that had become really small before I started, to the point where parents were protesting saying, “Do not shut the school down, we need it.” It is the same issue of kids having the right to be schooled in their own school whether it is inner-city Vancouver or small-town rural Surge Narrows. How do you justify a school being open for 10 students when schools of 200 plus are being closed down from lack of funds? It is hard to justify when it comes down to the paper level. For the people who make the decisions, I ask them to come and travel the road and the distance once, not by water taxi, not by float plane, but to actually travel that road by vehicle to see if this experience would differ if it was decided to close Surge School. The only other option the school board could offer is to board the Surge students out and for parents to give up raising their own children in lieu of an education and this is not an option anyone would agree to. It is one of those things of reality verses business world. How do you teach different grade levels in one classroom? It is a constant series of mini lessons. There are no big lessons in a subject like math. The kids work out of their textbooks and I go around and make sure each one is on track. With a subject like science, I teach the group together. Right now we are doing “simple machines” which is technically Grade 5. I teach the basics but the observations on what they do during experiments and the expectations of their written work are in accordance with the child’s grade level. Are you teaching life skill more here at Surge Elementary than you were in Vancouver? Actually, it is the opposite. I do teach life skills here, specifically emergency preparedness—calling the coast guard and being able to give locations etc.—but what I found in the inner city was that many of the students did not go beyond Grade 8 and therefore, I could be the last teacher they might have. These kids needed to know money; they needed to know how to look up phone numbers, how to cross streets, take buses, etc. Here, life skills are primarily taught by the parents and are reflected in the lifestyle in which they live. Do you think the lure of working with colleagues in the traditional public school system will ever draw you back? In a word—no. The only way I would ever return to a traditional school is if this school closes for lack of students. I love it here. I love the life style, I love having the same students year after year and being able to cater to their individuality. I love the lack of stress in my life and, ultimately, I feel that the way these children are experiencing school will be of a much greater benefit to them as adults. This system unequivocally nourishes a sense of self. I consider myself extremely fortunate to be here in such a uniquely wonderful situation. Susan Gilbert is a parent and freelance writer, Read Island. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12826&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2000 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 12, Number 4, Jan./Feb. 2000 Teachers join peaceful protest against WTO agenda for public education by Nancy Knickerbocker Surrey teacher Bob Rosen says the more he learned about the World Trade Organization’s potential impact on public services, the more determined he became to resist its threat to education. "I had been reading about the issues on the Internet for the last 18 months, so I was very concerned," he said. "I knew the Seattle protest was going to be something really special, so I decided I was going—no matter what." As it turned out, Rosen was one of 10 Surrey teachers funded by his local to attend. In all, approximately 100 B.C. teachers, including nine members of the BCTF Executive Committee, went to Seattle November 30, 1999, to take a stand against the WTO’s efforts to reduce public education to a mere commodity. High on the agenda of the WTO summit meeting was an expansion of the General Agreement on Trade in Services to cover health care and education, a move that would have disastrous consequences. Under WTO rules, Canada could be compelled to: Provide private foreign-owned institutions with the same funding or loans as Canadian public schools. Relinquish the authority to determine standards in teacher training and certification. Open up curriculum development to foreign, for-profit firms. Allow foreign-owned institutions to set up in Canada without local involvement in hiring or governance. Offer foreign-owned institutions the same degree-granting authority as Canadian ones. Julia MacRae, another Surrey teacher, said Canadians worry about the WTO because "it’s easy for us to grasp the concept of its threat to our sovereignty." MacRae said she went to Seattle because she believes teachers must be vigilant in their defense of public education. "Education is how people become free. That’s why we should be involved," she said. "It’s important for regular people to attend these events and see for themselves, because so often the media portray any kind of protest as something reasonable people don’t do." Certainly the 40,000 people who participated in the labour rally and march represented a broad cross-section of "regular people." There were teachers and nurses, pilots and posties, farmers, carpenters, and workers from every sector of our globalized economy. Under sunny skies, they waved their flags, cheered, and sang. Some of their placards read: Stop the WTO, Save Public Education; Fair Trade Not Free Trade; Wal-Mart and WTO: Globalizing Poverty; and Profit Uber Alles. Although media coverage focused on vandalism by a few protesters and on heavy-handed police tactics, the overwhelming majority of participants were not aware of any violence during the day. Westbank teacher Evan Orloff said, "I didn’t see any hooliganism at all. It was really peaceful." "For me, the most important thing was the degree to which so many different sectors came together–unions, community groups, environmental organizations. It really was historic," Rosen said. "The fact that non-violent activists stopped the summit from taking place was also enormously important. Obviously globalization is not defeated, but the protest did help to educate a lot of people." The WTO negotiations resume in January, so it’s important to keep up the pressure and let our government know how passionately we oppose the idea of putting education on the table, said BCTF President David Chudnovsky. On behalf of the Coalition for Public Education, he has written to International Trade Minister Pierre Pettigrew and Education Minister Gordon Wilson to express the need for an absolute and unbound exemption for education from the WTO rules. He urged concerned members to write as well.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=21921,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 23, Number 4, Jan./Feb. 2011   Thank you Mr. Dawes By Phyllis Ferguson   Teachers are often thanked at the end of a long career with mention made of the thousands of students they influenced in 30 or more years of service. However, some teachers have a positive and life-long impact in a much shorter period of time. I believe Jack Dawes taught for only three years, but I was fortunate enough to have him as my teacher for two of those. Originally from Lynn Lake in northern Manitoba, he was assigned to the small town of Miniota at the upper edge of the south-west corner of the province. We were told that Miniota meant “good water” and it was a good place as well, a place of large families and community spirit. In 1961, it consisted of about 250 people living on the edge of the Assiniboine River Valley. In our classroom, in straight rows of desks bolted to the floor, were packed 40 or more eight-, nine-, and ten-year-olds who did not yet know that we were “baby boomers.” Since I had spent my Grade 3 year in the hamlet of Lena, further south with 17 of us in a one-room school, 40 seemed a daunting number to me; how did it look from the viewpoint of the energetic young man barely in his 20s standing at the front? Although all adults seem so tall to children, even we could see that Mr. Dawes was short as he was almost eye level to us. Perhaps that, plus his youth, is why he still retained some sense of our perspective. He seemed to enjoy life and so did we. To the basic curriculum he added such unheard of novelties such as “multiplication bingo” on a Friday afternoon. Unlike my previous teachers who insisted that when I finished my work early, I must sit quietly with my hands folded on my desk, he permitted me to read. We left the classroom to go on nature-study hikes down into the valley. Once, he even decided that we should have a pet show. Incredible excitement to us and incredible courage (or naivety) on his part. We were not urban children with tiny pets in neat cages. Danny brought an elderly draft horse; Madeleine had found a fledgling owl. Many cats plus kittens were shocked to find themselves ousted from the barn for a trip to town to the delight of the various canines, who had never been on leashes before, so ignored or entangled the young owners at the other end. In my memory my beloved black-and-tan dog, Tinker, looked incredibly handsome in her yellow crepe paper ruff and clown hat, but I don’t recall if she won the costume class over my friend Carol’s fat collie who had only tolerated a piece of gauze taped to her flank. Carol wore a nurse’s cap on her head as she explained repeatedly that Lassie was dressed as a patient. By some miracle no child or animal needed true medical attention by the end of that memorable day. Mr. Dawes did not seem to view education or his responsibility to us as something that ended at the four o’clock bell. Mind you, perhaps the fact that he boarded in a home at the end of our street meant that he didn’t really have much choice! When our dear friend, Margaret Anne, received a stamp pad and rubber letters as a gift, Carol and I joined her scheme to create a newspaper. It took only one after- school session to realize that this was an inky way to produce very little. I don’t remember how Mr. Dawes became involved, but somehow he agreed to provide the carbon paper and run off copies for us on the school’s Gestetner machine. Muggins, Kettle, and I (then nick-named “Sid”) produced seven or eight issues and sold the copies for a nickel each. We actually overheard and broke the news of the town’s new fire engine before it was announced in the local weekly and, to my pride, my article about our CGIT and Explorer party was reproduced exactly as written in that same paper. The whole experience was tremendously exhilarating and confidence building. I am not sure if we ever thanked Mr. Dawes for his “technical assistance.” Only when I was in my 20s myself, with a busy work and social life, did I look back and realize that he must have had other things, like sleep on his mind on a Saturday morning. The one time he didn’t meet us at the school as scheduled, being very conscious of press deadlines, we chirpily went around and knocked on his door until he woke up. He looked quite groggy and wasn’t particularly chatty but he did come to crank out the copies for us without complaint (although perhaps it was best that he kept his thoughts to himself!) My family moved and so did he. I have a battered bright blue autograph book which, besides all the joking roses-and-violets rhymes, which passed for wit in our age group, contains one page with words from him. I know them by heart. These words encapsulated the positive recognition and unconditional acceptance of me as a person that made my two years in his classroom the happiest of my childhood. They gave me a core of strength which has helped me in endeavours both personal and professional throughout my life. He wrote: “You have a great gift in that you can wonder at many things; never lose it.” Thank-you, Mr. Dawes.   Phyllis Ferguson has worked as a speech language pathologist since graduating with her Masters degree from McGill University in 1975. Employed by North Vancouver School District, she loves to write, still asks a lot of questions, and has even figured out a few answers! She is the author of So Odd a Mixture: Along the Autistic Spectrum in ‘Pride and Prejudice’ (2007).    Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=17908&printPage=true,BCTF News Releases  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2009 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE March 16, 2009 Teachers vote to leave premier’s failed Learning Round Table After three years of meetings and no progress, the 700 elected delegates at the BCTF Annual General Meeting voted to leave the government’s failed Learning Round Table. “The Learning Round Table has had 12 meetings since Premier Gordon Campbell first announced it, but after three years it has become nothing more than a public relations exercise,” said BCTF President Irene Lanzinger. “Teachers have been full participants in the Round Table, but after years of broken promises and government stalling, they are frustrated. There is no concrete plan or funding to reduce class sizes and improve support for children with special needs.” At the last Round Table meeting in January, the data presented by the Minister of Education show 3,336 class-size violations with more than 30 students for the 2008–09 school year. That is up from 3,179 in 2007–08. There are also 10,985 class-composition violations this year. That means there are close to 11,000 classes with four or more students with special needs. That number is up from 10,313 in 2007–08. In 2005–06, when BC teachers first went on strike, there were 10,942 violations. “Learning conditions in BC are worse today than they were before the 2005 strike,” said Lanzinger. “Representatives have gone to meeting after meeting, with no positive results. To stay at the table, teachers were looking see a concrete plan and new resources. Unfortunately, the provincial budget made it clear that there will not be enough funding to even cover basic costs.” The latest BC Liberal budget, which ignored class-size concerns and support for children with special needs, will force school districts to make cuts. The small 1.26% increase to public education is less than inflation, and will not cover salary increases. In addition, 33 school districts in the province have had their budgets frozen. As a result, students, teachers, and parents should brace for more cuts when the 2009–10 school year begins, Lanzinger said. Delegates at the BCTF AGM passed the following: That the Federation inform the government that it is withdrawing from the Learning Round Table because the government has failed to provide resources necessary to improve the teaching and learning conditions in BC classrooms. That the Federation communicate this decision and the reasons for it to trustees, parent committees, and the public in general. That the Federation continue to meet bilaterally with the minister of education as contained in the Ready recommendations to affect positive changes to class size and class composition. -  30  - For more information, contact Rich Overgaard, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell).)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=21898,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 23, Number 4, Jan./Feb. 2011   The liability of school boards for teachers’ negligence  By Noah Sarna   One of the first things new parents learn is the tremendous vulnerability of children and, as if that were not enough, how children seem intent on exposing themselves repeatedly to fresh and exciting ways of getting hurt. As children age, what changes is not their willingness to welcome the possibility or likelihood of harm, but the type of risky behaviour they explore. The possibility of a lawsuit emerges where someone (usually a person other than the parent) assumes interim responsibility for a child participating in activities that may result in significant injuries. School authorities have an obligation to protect children in their care from harm, but they are not required to keep them under constant supervision. When an injury occurs on school grounds or during school hours, students and their parents frequently look to school boards (in the context of public schools) for compensation arising from a breach of obligations under contract, statute, or tort. Specifically, school boards have been watching closely as teenage plaintiffs have used tort law to turn physical education (PE) into a legal minefield, prompting increased scrutiny on PE teachers to follow strict protocols when overseeing teenage sports. Over the past 30 years, courts have established a series of factors to consider when determining whether a PE teacher has acted negligently in a way that has resulted in harm to a student who now deserves compensation from the school board as the teacher’s employer. This has prompted a multitude of lawsuits, many of which have been successful, which reflect a view among some parents that hiring a lawyer is one way to heal a sport injury. Liability of school boards Schools employ or engage a number of different individuals to fulfill a variety of different functions. Staff can be academic or non-academic. Non-academic staff can be administrative or maintenance, but academic staff are often closest to students in their daily activities. Academic staff may be full-time or part-time; salaried employees or independent contractors. Like technology teachers, PE teachers are individuals directed by schools to educate students at a time when they are participating in activities fraught with risk. Where a child suffers an injury caused by negligent conduct of a teacher, a school board can be held liable on one of two bases. First, the board can be liable because the negligence was a direct act—that is, it was authorized or initiated directly by the board. Second, the board can be found to have vicarious liability as an employer, which arises where an act was committed by an employee or a person under the board’s control. Vicarious liability relies on a strong connection between what the employee was being asked to do and the wrongful act. The idea behind the principle is that since the employer created the risk that resulted in harm to the victim the employer should be liable to pay the amount owed as compensation. In practice, when addressing the claim of an injured student, courts usually gloss over the basis of a school board’s liability and move immediately to whether the PE teacher breached the school board’s duty of care to the student by using conduct that failed to satisfy a certain standard of care. In British Columbia, section 94 of The School Act provides a statutory limitation shielding teachers from liability for certain wrongdoing committed in the performance of their duties, unless a teacher has been guilty of dishonesty, gross negligence, or willful misconduct. Standard of a careful, prudent parent The standard of care required of a teacher was established in the old British case of Williams v. Eady, which found that a schoolmaster had to take care of his students “as a careful father would take care of his boys,” with consideration of the usual nature of children, their tendency for mischief and propensity for meddling. The court found that the schoolmaster failed to satisfy this standard when he left a bottle of phosphorus in a classroom, where the students found it and set it on fire. This standard has been cited consistently for over a century, but the most well-known application involves the following facts. On December 6, 1972, Gregory Myers was a 15-year-old boy attempting to dismount from the rings in a gymnastic class at high school. The PE teacher had given Myers and a friend permission to practice their gymnastic manoeuvres without faculty supervision. They had been informed in advance of the importance of someone serving as a “spotter,” effectively positioned to catch the gymnast or at least break their fall, in case of an accident. At one point, Myers’s spotter turned to leave; Myers remounted, attempted a difficult manoeuvre for the first time, and fell and broke his neck. In Myers v. Peel County Board of Education, Justice McIntyre of the Supreme Court of Canada found that the school board failed to meet the standard of care exercised by school authorities, to provide for the supervision and protection of students for whom they were responsible. In those circumstances, there was inadequate protective matting below the rings and the PE teacher should not have allowed the rings to be used without adult supervision. The court cited Thornton et al. v. Board of School Trustees of School District No. 57 (Prince George) et al, a decision of the BC Court of Appeal, which referred to the common law duty of school authorities to take care of their students like a reasonable and careful parent, allowing for a larger-than-usual “family size” and the particular expertise of a teacher. According to Justice McIntyre, this standard is not one that can be applied in the same manner and to the same extent in every case. Furthermore, it is subject to the qualifications set out in Thornton, which do not establish a strict test or “code” but do set out many of the appropriate considerations to determine the standard to be met when deciding whether a teacher has satisfied her or his duty of care: whether the activity was suitable to the student’s age and condition (mental and physical) whether the student was progressively trained and coached to do it properly and avoid foreseeable dangers whether the equipment was adequate and suitably arranged whether the activity, having regard to its inherently dangerous nature, was properly supervised. Recent decisions These criteria were applied in Thornton and Myers in relation to gymnastics accidents, but they have since been applied more generally to injuries suffered by students while in the care of school authorities, particularly in PE class. In Hussack v. School District No. 33 (Chilliwack), Justice Boyd of the Supreme Court of BC found that a school board was liable when a Grade 7 student was hit in the head with a field hockey stick during a PE class. The court concluded that the teacher, an employee of the school board, had failed to prepare the student to play the sport safely before letting him join the game, even though the teacher knew the student had ice hockey experience. In Peterson (Guardian ad Litem) v. School District No. 36, Surrey, Justice Owen-Flood of the Supreme Court of BC ruled that a school board, and a PE teacher, were liable when a Grade 11 student was hit in the head with a bat during a PE class. The decision, which was upheld on appeal, argued that the teacher had failed to advise the class about the foreseeable dangers involved with the sport. In Hamilton v. School District #37 (Delta), Justice Adair of the Supreme Court of BC held that a school board was not liable when a Grade 11 student was accidentally hit on the nose by a classmate with a floor hockey stick during a PE class. The student alleged the teacher had failed to require the class to wear the appropriate protective gear and offered inadequate supervision. The court found that any wrongdoing in these circumstances fell far short of the standard set out in Myers and Thornton. The teacher had properly prepared the students for the sport and there was no evidence that it was necessary for the teacher to provide protective gear for any players but the goalies. In sum, the court in Hamilton effectively ruled that the injury to the student was an accident, simply put, and there is a “risk of injury inherent generally in high school physical education activities and sports.” PE teachers are not required to meet a standard of perfection. In MacCabe v. Westlock Roman Catholic Separate School, the Alberta Court of Appeal held that a school board, and a PE teacher, were liable when a Grade 11 student was rendered quadriplegic after unsuccessfully attempting a complicated gymnastic move from a box horse. The decision indicated a failure by the teacher to satisfy any of the criteria set out in Thornton. In Madsen v. Mission School District No. 75, Justice Grist of the Supreme Court of BC maintained that a school board was liable when a Grade 12 student dislocated his left shoulder when he was pulled to the ground by a classmate during a PE class involving a game of “capture-the-flag.” The game was played off school grounds at a local park with a broad expanse and many hills and trees. Despite the age of the students, the court held that a prudent parent would not have accepted a low level of supervision in that setting, particularly given the contact among male students that had become part of the game, and would have realized the game needed more control. Conclusion Most parents exercise their obligation to protect their children from harm by relying on their instincts when allowing them to participate in certain activities. They do not consciously make such parental decisions in relation to a predetermined series of criteria. However, PE teachers willingly assume a protective role in a professional capacity over the wellbeing of students, and as a result they must design their behaviour to avoid liability in accordance with the criteria identified by the courts.   Noah Sarna, Boughton Law Corporation, Vancouver.  A version of this article previously appeared in the Government Liability Law Report. It appears here with the permission of the author and the editors of that publication. The BCTF will be offering advice on this issue in an upcoming edition of Teacher.   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=16776&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2008 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 2, October 2008  177 Shuttered schools across BC and counting By Noel Herron “These are things (school closures) that happened that we can’t undo. The past is…prologue.” – Premier Gordon Campbell at launch of the new Neighbourhoods of Learning “pilot” at Queen Mary School, September 3, 2008 Once again, BC has the dubious distinction of leading the country in high profile statistics—the largest number of children living in poverty for the fifth year in a row, the lowest ranking in childcare performance of all 10 provinces, and currently, the largest number of closed schools in any province in all of Canada (177 and still counting). With political pressure mounting each passing month, next year’s provincial election on the horizon, and the Ministry of Education’s belated and embarrassing U-turn on so-called surplus space in schools, the skittish BC Liberals rushed forward with a stop-gap project in early September called a Neighborhoods of Learning “pilot” that effectively put the brakes on school closures across the province. The “pilot” was ostensibly designed to “rejuvenate schools” especially “those hurt by declining enrolment” and closure. Up to now there was never any attempt by the province to slow down, consult, and examine procedures with provincial education partners such as parents, teachers, and trustees as the school closure juggernaut rolled relentlessly across BC. No attempt was made to develop a made-in-BC solution that would take into consideration such items as geographic isolation, impact on delivery of local educational services, transition funding, social and economic impact on small rural communities, adequate advance notification of closures, and most important, the disruption in the lives of young children. Other provinces set different examples. Manitoba, Nova Scotia, and Ontario placed a moratorium on closures instead of the face-saving, last-minute advisory to school boards issued by BC Deputy Minister of Education James Gordon, in late June. Saskatchewan, to lessen the blow, set up transition or bridge funding of $350,000 per school, while Quebec, Ontario, and Saskatchewan mandated one-to-two years of advance notice to school communities facing the chopping block. Discussions are still continuing in many of these provinces. In BC, for the past seven years until this September, the closing of schools across the province continued unabated, reinforced by rigid financial restrictions from Victoria. All of this abruptly changed when schools in the premier’s own Point Grey riding were threatened with closure or downsizing due to seismic upgrading. A highly politicized Neighbourhoods of Learning “pilot,” tailored for Gordon Campbell’s Point Grey riding, was unveiled the first week of school with the premier and his minister of education presiding at a press conference in Vancouver. This newly announced project would now allow three city schools to serve as neighbourhood hubs that deliver education and community services year-round under one roof. We were told it would attempt to blunt the negative and cumulative impact of declining enrolment across the province. When it was suggested to Premier Campbell at his September press conference that this was perhaps too little, too late for the 177 schools already closed, he conceded, “there are things that have happened that we can’t undo. The past is prologue…and we can now build an even brighter future for our schools, our neighbourhoods, and our students.” He will have a hard time convincing rural school communities, devastated by closures, that they now face a brighter future. Victoria-based, Jessica Van der Veen, a strong and leading opponent of provincial school closures blasted the lack of provincial intervention and planning as “short-sighted” and “mind-boggling,” particularly in relation to the projected baby boom in the next decade or so. In a Globe and Mail interview she pointed to the damage local school boards were doing to vulnerable youngsters by not fighting Victoria on forced closures. “In the BC Interior,” Van der Veen is quoted as saying, “some children are bussing three hours a day in all kinds of weather, including snow and sleet because closures are happening all over the province. These communities have just been shattered.” Van der Veen’s group, one of the estimated 40 save-our-schools groups, which have protested local closings, will no doubt view with considerable skepticism the premier’s statement that “our schools are a critical component of our communities.” The backlash against closures could cause political difficulties for Liberal MLAs in the months leading up to next year’s provincial election. It will certainly play a role in the upcoming Vancouver school board elections. Rural school communities will cast a jaundiced eye on the disproportionate number of city schools in the new “pilot”—three out of five schools. While many existing Lower Mainland community schools will see political opportunism, if not cynicism, in the morphing of their community school title into that of a Neighbourhoods of Learning project. It is no coincidence that two of the three city schools (Queen Mary and General Gordon) designated as Neighbourhoods of Learning schools (a redundant title given the existence of the long-established community schools network in the Lower Mainland), are located in the premier’s Point Grey riding. Parents in other parts of the city angrily questioned the upgrading of two schools in the premier’s riding while their schools had to wait in line and comply with the old rules. Shirley Bond, in an attempt to downplay the blatant political shenanigans by the premier, made matters worse with the release of a letter attempting to place the onus on the school board—a favourite strategy of this minister of education. Local activists denounced both the board and the education minister for a “serious abuse of process and authority.” The lack of fairness, the favouritism, the backroom deals, the discarded rules, the queue-jumping, the evasion and obfuscation, not to mention the bias in favour of city schools (when viewed from a rural perspective) have not just cast a pall over the Neighbourhoods of Learning project but tarnished this entire concept as a legitimate provincial initiative. It is very significant that not one of the three city schools selected by Victoria, with large populations—Queen Mary (475), General Gordon (365), and Strathcona (486)—was in any way vulnerable to school closures—one of the key reasons for launching the Neighbourhoods of Learning “pilot” in the first place. Small schools that took a big hit were ignored in this process. At time of writing, the provincial government has not named the two remaining rural schools and the education minister is unable to state whether the so-called “pilot” will last one, two, or three years, or what the final price tab will be. Liberal leadership in response to repeated concerns and complaints from both urban and rural boards consisted of finger-pointing at local boards and evasion or buck-passing by a visibly displeased minister of education. It was only when the school closure juggernaut rolled up to the premier’s Point Grey riding, and the crescendo of complaints regarding seismic upgrading reached deafening proportions, that a self-serving, flawed, and highly partisan plan emerged in response to a serious province-wide issue. Schools on the cusp of closure deserve much better that this. Noel Herron is a former Vancouver principal and school trustee.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=23813&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 1, September 2011     Coming out at work  By Glen Hansman and James Chamberlain  “I hope that I will be a symbol of support to the students who might start to realize their feelings are different from many of their peers. For those students who will grow up to be straight, I hope their knowledge that their fun music teacher was gay will shield them somewhat from the still prevalent messages that portray gay people as lesser. They’ll have first-hand knowledge that that just isn’t true,” stated David Butler in describing his coming-out-at-work experience, recounted in “Coming out in elementary school,” Teacher, May/June 2009. Since writing his article, Butler has changed schools twice—like many newer teachers who are subject to layoff and surplus situations that effect BC schools in this era of underfunding. Consequently, he has had to start the whole process over again, building up credibility at a new school before opening up a bit more about himself as an individual. As he describes it, “…it’s always a question of going back into the closet when changing schools, and having to come out again. I feel like I have to negotiate timing. Your students should know you as a person before you come out, I think; but on the other hand, the more that time goes by, the more they assume you’re straight.” “Since coming out to my colleagues there have been several changes on my staff,” states Mike Ross who works in a rural school district. “My current administrator understands my ongoing lobbying for a district LGBTQ policy, colleague resources, and Pro-D opportunities for staff that focus on antihomophobia education. As an ‘out’ teacher to my colleagues, the experience has generally been positive. I’ve been approached by parents, colleagues, and administrators at all levels within my district for advice and resources. I have also, however, had two hurtful incidents where parents felt it necessary to share laughter and questions about my sexuality, once when I was actually teaching!” Myriam Dumont describes her experiences being out at school in a poignant manner. “I am lucky in that I have always taught at inner-city schools that have been very progressive when it comes to LGBTQ issues. When I taught Grade 1 two years ago, my students and their parents met my partner very early on in the year. It helped to have students who were from same-sex families, therefore the other families and students in my classroom were not surprised.” “Last year, I was in one of the most queer-positive schools in Vancouver. We have many queer families and we have students who are gender non-conforming and it was for the most part a non-issue. Working in such a safe place makes it so easy for me to relax, feel welcome, and able to focus on my job instead of worrying about whether a co-worker or parent will find out that my partner is a woman. I am completely out at my work and I like it that way. I don’t want to have to hide who I am.” All public school teachers in the province are covered by the collective agreement between BCPSEA and the BCTF at the provincial level, and between their school district and their local at the local level. Nearly every collective agreement contains a provision that lists sexual orientation in the list of protected characteristics in the agreement’s non-discrimination clause. Article E.20 in the Vernon collective agreement and Article E.19 in the Mission collective agreement are typical examples, both stating that: “There will be no discrimination against any applicant to a position covered by this Agreement or against any member of the bargaining unit on the basis of race, colour, creed, age, physical handicap, sex or sexual orientation, religious or political affiliation, national origin, marital status, whether he/she has children, …” (emphasis mine). Article E.20 in the Vancouver collective agreement goes a step further by also mentioning gender identity, and stating that nothing “…requires the affected employee to actually possess a characteristic that is the basis for discrimination.” Even without such language, the BC Human Rights Code protects public school teachers from discrimination in the workplace on the basis of sexual orientation, and gender identity is “read” into the code (though having it specifically listed would be an important step at a future date). LGBT teachers shouldn’t need to file grievances using the non-discrimination clause or file complaints with the BC Human Rights Tribunal in order to protect their rights to be “out” at work and truthful about their lives with colleagues and students. In other jurisdictions, including most regions in the United States, LGBT teachers reasonably fear being fired or pushed out of employment as teachers. Laws in Canada are different, and, as explained above, in BC protections exist in at least two legally binding areas. A growing number of school districts are also adopting standalone antihomophobia policies that, while perhaps not legally enforceable, also give a stamp of approval from school districts as employers for LGBT staff to be out at work. For example, the Vancouver school district’s policy states that: “Employees who are out as lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, or transitioning to another gender will be given the support they require to do their work in a safe and respectful environment.” Likewise, the Southeast Kootenay school district’s policy declares that: “The board will provide an environment for all members of the school community to work and learn, free from fear, discrimination, and harassment, while also promoting proactive strategies and guidelines to ensure that sexual minority students, employees, and families are welcomed and included in all aspects of education and school life, and are treated with respect and dignity.” If you have a question about your collective agreement’s non-discrimination clause, contact your local office. Contact information can be found at bctf.ca/contacts.cfm?page=presidents. You can also find a list of school districts with stand-alone antihomophobia policies at bctf.ca/SocialJustice.aspx?id=17994. Tips  Know your rights. Be familiar with what your collective agreement says, and know who to contact in your local if there is a problem. You can’t be denied a teaching position because of your sexual orientation, and you can’t be pushed out of your job because you’re open about your sexual orientation. That doesn’t mean there won’t be bumps in the road, but knowing your rights is important, and knowing whom you can call for help is important too. Be confident. It’s 2011, and you’re not asking anything more than what everyone else has. Straight teachers regularly talk about their families and loved ones at school. There’s no reason why LGBT-identifying teachers shouldn’t be able to as well. You are not responsible for other people’s prejudice or discomfort, nor should you have to hide because of it. Your employer must maintain a discrimination-free workplace. Find an ally in your workplace; or, make sure you have someone in your life you can compare notes with. Allies are good—particularly ones at work. But in situations where you might be new to a school, an ally might not necessarily be readily apparent, so it’s important to have someone in your circle of friends outside of work with whom you can discuss these matters. As an ally, support others. Speak out positively for change within the school system on all forms of discrimination. For resources to be a changemaker, become a member of Pride Education Network. This is a group of LGBT and allied teachers, parents and post-secondary students who work to combat homophobia and transphobia in BC schools. They can be contacted at www.pridenet.ca. You can also find them on Facebook. Glen Hansman is BCTF second vice-president and James Chamberlain is assistant director, BCTF Professional and Social Issues Division.   )
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/AboutUs.aspx?id=18946&printPage=true,Going to Victoria > Geoff Peters  	About us  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > About Us > History > Bargaining History > Teachers Take a Stand Going to Victoria: Teachers talk to MLAs Geoff Peters, Coquitlam The MLA lobbying at the legislature went well today. I attended as part of a group of teachers representing the Professional Issues Advisory Committee and the Working and Learning Conditions/Bargaining Advisory Committee. We met with the labour critic, Chuck Puchmayr, and MLAs David Cubberly (Saanich South), Norm McDonald (Columbia River-Revelstoke), and Colin Hansen (Vancouver Quilchena). All sessions were very useful in educating NDP MLA’S who either showed interest in the issues or asked questions and listened politely. I would like to suggest that the Federation continue this lobby until every MLA has been visited at least once. I don’t think it would hurt for different teachers to revisit MLA’s already visited, because the messages will come from different perspectives. I think it is best to have teachers lobby their own MLAs, but it also works well to do so in pairs. It’s important for teachers to be introduced in the House because it shows that teachers are serious and want to speak to MLAs on both sides of the House. Geoff Peters, member of the Working and Learning Conditions/Bargaining Advisory Committee)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=26862,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > April 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 6, April 2012   In memoriam: Wes Janzen, BCTF President 1960–61  By Ken Novakowski  A teacher activist and leader, a successful civic politician, and a beloved family man, Wes Janzen, passed away on February 19, 2012. He was 91. The words of James Cairnie, BCTF president, 1962–63, eloquently pay tribute to the person who was Wes Janzen:   “My fondest memories of Wes are those of the young, vibrant, charming man I first met in the early 1960s, a man full of ideas about education, politics and life, gifted with a fine sense of humour and superb debating style, who loved more than anything else (other than Laura, the wife he adored) to talk, to question, to argue, to laugh. For the most part he respected the opinions of others, but on educational issues he was at heart a militant activist, a defender and a promoter of the BCTF, an early and assertive champion of national and international teacher organizations, and, perhaps most of all, an aggressive advocate on behalf of children. He was an admirable representative of teachers in this province and served them as an officer of the Federation with all the skill and flair and mettle he could muster.” Wes Janzen was the president of the BCTF in 1960–61. In a 2005 interview, Wes was asked to recall any significant events during his presidency and he chose instead to talk about his role as “Salary Chairman” for the BCTF in 1957–58 during the presidency of Mollie Cottingham. Some 22 school boards, primarily in the Okanagan, were resisting arbitration settlements with their teachers so the BCTF “pink-listed” the districts. This meant that no teachers would apply to work in these districts. And the BCTF successfully thwarted a move by the province to recruit teachers in Britain by working with the National Union of Teachers in the UK. So the boards, every one of them, eventually agreed to arbitrated settlements. He chuckled while recalling the overall success of that action. He also spoke fondly of the “mass resignation” strategy employed by teachers during this same time period. One needs to remember that bargaining rights for teachers had not yet been achieved. As Janzen explained, “All the teachers in the district would sign letters of resignation and hand them over to the BCTF to use as a bargaining lever to get boards to move at the table. We didn’t have the right to strike but because of the teacher shortage at the time this was a powerful and creative tool.” Janzen’s report to the 1961 AGM highlighted the Federation’s resistance attempts by government to move to provincial bargaining for teachers. Janzen and his executive took the position that “collective bargaining should be between employers and employees and so long as individual school boards were the employers of teachers, they would have to accept the responsibility of dealing directly with their employees.” Local bargaining prevailed. Janzen was a Surrey teacher who later became a school principal and fostered one of the first “staff committees” in the province. He served as president of his local, and in 1965–66 he served as president of the Canadian Teachers’ Federation. At the international convention of the World Confederation of Organizations of the Teaching Profession meeting in Soeul, South Korea, Janzen was elected for a one-year term to the executive of the organization. He was granted Honourary Life Membership in the BCTF in 1969 and in 1977 he was awarded the BCTF’s highest honour, the G.A. Fergusson Memorial Award. Janzen was predeceased by Laura, his wife of 58 years, and continued to maintain a robust family life with his adult children and their families. He lived in New Westminster where he served as a school trustee in the 1970s and as an alderman from 1980 to 1989. He was involved in the United Church and was a proud and active member of the New Democratic Party.   Ken Novakowski, retired teacher, former BCTF executive director, and BCTF past president.   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=15658,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2008 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 20, Number 6, April 2008  New BCTF lesson aids 1 LA 9984—A is for Apple: Grading Achievement in Schools produced by Frog Hollow Neighbourhood House, 35 minute DVD, ©2007. An Eastside Vancouver high school launches a media campaign to counter its low marks on the Fraser Institute’s annual school rankings. This sparks a community project to explore public education issues and mentor student volunteers in documentary filmmaking. Questioning the growing emphasis on standardized testing, A is for Apple tests the value of authentic learning experiences outside the classroom. Blending stylized interviews and behind-the-scenes coverage with archival footage, the film wryly uses the propaganda film form to encourage media literacy and youth citizenship; stimulating discussion about the purpose of education and its assessment. Useful to parent groups, pre-service, film and video production, and language arts teachers at the senior level. This DVD is for individual classroom use. For private, school and district use purchase through www.froghollow.bc.ca Grades 11 and up. $50. 2 LA 8211—Pioneer Sounds: Lower Fraser Valley, BC by Patricia Godwin and Florence Nicholson, 32 p. ©2007. An historical sketch of pioneer life in the early settling of the Lower Fraser Valley. BC in the late 19th century held many challenges and rewards for the people who carved lives for themselves in these forested lands. Never-ending work was bearable with the help and interdependence of neighbours. This book details, in engaging cartoon format, aspects of the lives of the first settlers by describing some of the sounds that would have been part of their lives. Background information for pioneer sounds is included on each featured alphabetical word as well as a pioneer sounds word search. The book has a link to a Teachers’ Guide for Social Studies 2 to 3 learning outcomes at the website www.blacktuskpublishing.com. Grades 2 and 3. $13.95 3 LA 9186—Multigrade Format: British Columbia K–7 Language Arts (2006) Learning Outcomes by Heather J. Johnson, 40 p. ©2007. This document provides multigrade teachers in BC with a more manageable format of Learning Outcomes across the elementary school grades. This format provides a teacher of any constellation of grades, quick access to all grade-level expectations for each learning outcome. Such a format illustrates the expected growth in learning from Kindergarten to Grade 7. There are 35 different learning outcomes in the Language Arts Curriculum for K–7. For the most part, only a small increase in skill, along with a slight shift in the application or purpose of each skill, is expected at each grade level. $4.50 4 LA 8006—Critical Challenges for Primary Students by Tami McDiarmid, Rita Manzo, Trish Musselle, 128 p. Rev. ©2007. This revised edition is a collection of 20 detailed lesson plans inviting Kindergarten to Grade 3 children to think critically about a range of topics drawn from language arts, mathematics, science, and social studies. The teaching activities are organized around five themes: community/environment, moral dilemmas, teaching and learning from others, human nature, and family. The resource features such challenges as: designing a community; learning to ask powerful questions; making a lasting contribution to someone in the community; and solving a schoolyard problem. Includes newly created assessment rubrics for every challenge in both collections, many more student activity sheets to scaffold their learning, and an enhanced focus on teaching the tools to think critically. Recommended by the BC Ministry of Education. K–3. $31.95 5 LA 9517—Anatomy: Overhead Transparencies, Student Reproducibles, Assessment Tools by Creative Teaching Press, 34 p. ©2003. Each of the five sections in this illustrated resource features information and activities related to the different systems of the human body: the nervous, circulatory, skeletal, respiratory and digestive systems. Basic facts are interwoven with hands-on activities, and five full-color transparencies help students visualize each topic. Each section includes a page to review or assess student learning. Can be taught independently or used to supplement an existing science program. Grades 4 to 8. $11.95 6 LA 8212—From a Pioneer Community to a Modern Day City: How a Community Changes by Dianne Varty, 53 p. ©2008. This illustrated resource is a hands-on activity for Grades 2 to 3 on how to develop a model of a community. Students work in groups to discuss and create, and to understand how a community can develop, and some of the benefits of a new community and some of the disadvantages that can occur. The unit outlines 14 days of activity development activities including templates for creating a wide variety of commercial and community buildings and homes, plus suggestions for creating models of wildlife, trees, waterways, land uses, etc. Also included are language arts activities and a Christmas or Easter bread recipe. $5.95 7 LA 8095—Sequencing by Evan Moor Educational Publishers, 114 p. ©1998. Sequencing practice, whether picture stories or simple word stories, provides young learners with many important skills. This book provides a wide variety of reproducible cut-and-paste sequencing activities for children from preschool to beginning readers. The book is divided to the progressively difficult sections: real-life sequencing experiences; three-, four-, and six- part picture stories; sequencing words into sentences, and sentences into simple stories. Grades K–2. $16.95 8 LA 9184—Grammar: Grade 7 by Creative Teaching Press, 114 p. ©2005. This resource helps prepare students to communicate effectively as writers. Students learn how to craft sentences and paragraphs for various purposes and even edit their own work. Suitable for ESL students also. Students receive instruction and practice in many key writing skills, including: grammar, usage, punctuation, capitalization, spelling, combining and expanding sentences and paragraph structure. $8.95 9 LA 3207—What Am I Seeing? by Karin Clark, 64 p. ©2007. This guide book is designed to give the reader a glimpse of Pacific Northwest Coast Aboriginal art and to give a deeper understanding and whet the reader’s appetite for learning more about today’s vibrant, complex Aboriginal cultures. Three sections show where to look to identify many of the things the reader will see—from three-dimensional objects like bentwood boxes, ceremonial houses, masks and canoes, to crest deigns, to the main design elements in Pacific Northwest Coast Aboriginal art. Includes 112 colour illustrations and photos and illustrations of 10 well-known objects and 19 crest designs from the Pacific Northwest Coast along with meanings and stories, and identifies seven main design elements along with variations. Grades 4–12. $14.95 10 LA 3210—Cross Stitch Patterns based on Pacific Northwest Coast Native Indian Art Styles: Book 1 Thunderbirds by Jim Gilbert and Sheron Ruffell, 36 p. ©2005. The first of a series, this book contains the three full-size colour cross-stitch patterns from the West, Mid, and North Coast shown on the front cover. Patterns are full size and are approximately 37cm x 27cm with each based on accurate, traditional designs. Also included is a First Nations area map, Aboriginal art within a cultural context, Aboriginal designs used in cross stitch explanation, illustrated cross stitch instructions. Grades 4–12. $19.95 To order the above lesson aids, enclose a cheque payable to the BCTF or authorized PO to BCTF Lesson Aids Service, 100-550 West 6th Avenue, Vancouver, BC V5Z 4P2 or call 604-871-2180, toll free 1-800-663-9163, ext. 2180, with a Visa or Mastercard. GST, postage/ handling are included in prices. Orders sent by return mail. Lesson Aids office and display room hours: 9–5 p.m. Mon. to Fri. from Sept. to June; 9–5. Tues. to Fri. during July and Aug.; 9–12 on Sat. during Sept., Oct., Jan., and Feb. bctf.ca/LessonAids. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141007,www.huffingtonpost.ca,http://www.huffingtonpost.ca/2014/10/07/toronto-best-food_n_5944820.html,Toronto's Best Food: Our Readers Pick Their Favourites View mobile site October 7, 2014 Huffpost Canada Living ca Edition: ca Show/Hide Brasil BR Canada CA Deutschland DE España ES France FR Italia IT 日本 (Japan) JP 한국 (Korea) KR Maghreb MG United Kingdom UK United States US Region: ALL Show/Hide All Canada Alberta British Columbia Québec (en français) Follow Newsletters Get Canada LivingNewsletters Email address Enter Email Address Huffington Post Search Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search iOS app Android app More Log in Create Account Notifications 0 $USERNAME Profile Settings Logout FRONT PAGE Politics Ford Still Doesn't Understand Racism 51 Kenney Posts Photos Of Iraqi Children To Make Case For ISIL Airstrikes 91 Clinton: Canadian Help In ISIL Fight 'Indispensable' 44 Unvetted Judge Joins Supreme Court 42 Canada Sends Advance Team To Middle East 109 Go to Politics More in Politics The Pulse Stephen Harper You Might Also Like US Politics UK Politics Business Porn Company Has A Raunchy Deal For Air Canada Pilots 3 Sun News Just Lost Its Main Source Of Content; What Now? 48 Canadian Cities Surprisingly Unpopular Destinations For Workers 0 This Is How You Rack Up U.S. Roaming Charges While In Canada 14 Look What China Might Actually Build 47 Go to Business More in Business Small Business Money You Might Also Like Tech TechCrunch Autoblog WorldPost Spanish Nurse First To Contract Ebola Outside West Africa 514 It's Been 3 Weeks Since Anyone's Seen Kim And Rumors Are Swirling 91 3 New Findings On ISIS Weapons That You Should Know About 0 WHO: More Cases Of Ebola In Europe Unavoidable 128 Turkish President Says Syrian Town Under Islamic State Siege Is About To Fall 171 Go to WorldPost More in WorldPost Foreign Affairs World Elections Arab Uprising Afghanistan War Syria Crisis You Might Also Like Travel Impact Living 100 Pumpkin Carvings That Will Inspire You 0 Fried Maple Leaves Are A Delicacy In Japan, And We're Jealous 6 WATCH: HuffPost Readers School Us On Toronto's Real Must-Eats 2 Toronto Dubbed Fourth Most Livable City In The World 0 33 Signs You Live In Liberty Village 1 Go to Living You Might Also Like Healthy Living Food Recipes Divorce Women Parentdish Green Post50 Weddings Style Best Halloween Costumes For Men And Women 0 Most Offensive Products In Retail 3 JLaw Goes Topless For Vanity Fair 0 Bridesmaid Dresses You'll Wear Again 0 Canadian Model Coco Rocha Is Pregnant! 4 Go to Style More in Style Beauty Fashion Celeb Style Entertaining and Etiquette Stylelist Canada Wedding Style Home Style You Might Also Like Style (U.S.) Weddings Stylelist Canada Entertainment '7th Heaven' Star Reportedly Confesses To Child Molestation On Tape 382 Beyonce & Nicki Minaj Are Straight Up 'Flawless' In Paris Performance 19 Jennifer Lawrence Breaks Her Silence On Nude Photo Hack 0 Kendra Wilkinson Gets Candid About Those Cheating Rumors 14 Kris Jenner Opens Up About The Late Robert Kardashian 6 Go to Entertainment You Might Also Like Music Celebrity TV Moviefone Arts The Glamorous History Of Pin-Up Like You've Never Seen It Before 3 1 Here Are A Bunch Of F*cking Delightful Artsy Cat Photos. You're Welcome. 3 This Is What It Really Looks Like To Be A Modern Day Nun 8 New Animation-Inspired Art Show Will Make You Yearn For Saturday Morning Cartoons 0 Go to Arts You Might Also Like Books Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Religion Alberta 20 Puppies Found Abandoned In Field 6 Anti-Abortion Postcard Targets Tory MP.. Again 25 Mystery 'GPO Girl' Turns Up In Calgary 0 Dozens Of Dead Cats Found, Another 62 Euthanized 0 No Drinks For You, Cardston 0 Go to Alberta More in Alberta Alberta Politics Alberta Business Alison Redford Calgary Edmonton British Columbia B.C. Teen Killed By Train Was Wearing Headphones, Texting: RCMP 13 Anthem Singer's Fall Is Lesson In Showmanship 3 Pastafarian Loses B.C. Driver's Licence Over Holy Colander 0 Elderly Asian Women Attacked In Vancouver 0 Lawyers Of Convicted Surrey Six Gangsters Want Mistrial 3 Go to British Columbia More in British Columbia B.C. Politics B.C. Business Christy Clark Vancouver All Sections News Canada Politics Canada Business US Politics US Business World Media Sports Education Crime Weird News Good News Daily Finance Entertainment Entertainment Music TV Celebrity Comedy Arts Books Moviefone Life & Style Living Style Home Healthy Living Taste Weddings Travel Parents Divorce HuffPost 50 Marlo Thomas OWN Tech & Science Tech Science Green Techcrunch Engadget TUAW Joystiq Voices Impact Women Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Religion College Teen Local Quebec (French) Calgary Montreal Ottawa Toronto Vancouver Winnipeg Mapquest Patch.com Our Mobile Apps: iPhone iPad HuffPost Live iPad Android Phone Android Tablet Living Healthy Living Food Recipes Divorce Women Parents Green Parentdish Post50 Weddings Fried Maple Leaves Are A Delicacy In Japan, And We're Jealous 2014-10-06 15:13:16 33 Signs You Live In Liberty Village 2014-10-06 17:20:38 100 Pumpkin Carvings That Will Inspire You 2014-10-06 12:57:00 Fight Acne With.. Grapes? 2014-10-02 11:04:33 8 Co-Workers You Really Don't Want To Deal With 2014-10-06 13:52:27 Baby Elephant's Fall And Rescue Is The Only Pick-Me-Up You Need 2014-10-03 13:40:28 Canada's Blood Inventory Is 'Critically Low' 2014-10-01 10:13:18 One Of The World's 'Most Romantic Cities' Is Right Here In Canada 2014-10-04 12:02:22 World's First Baby Delivered Via Transplanted Womb 2014-10-05 19:38:24 Previous Story Next Story Toronto's Best Food: Our Readers Pick Their Favourites The Huffington Post Canada  | By Rebecca Zamon Email Posted: 10/07/2014 9:28 am EDT Updated: 10/07/2014 9:59 am EDT Share Tweet Email Comment tumblr reddit The beautiful thing about lists is that everyone has an opinion about them. And frankly, with eating basically a universal pastime for the denizens of Toronto, there are tons of places to indulge. So of course Torontonians wanted to speak up when it came to talking about the city's "must eats." After we published our story on the city's quintessential foods in August, we were reminded and chided about the places we'd missed, or even spots we didn't know about entirely (it's a big city, guys, it's bound to happen). So check out some recommendations from our well-fed eaters in the video above, and oh yes, be sure to tell us all of the other places we missed. After all, if you're creating a Toronto food bucket list, you may as well make sure it's complete. Check out our original list here: Close  Toronto's Must Eats of   Where to get it: Alex Rei Dos Leitões Where is that exactly?: 202 Ossington Ave. (south of Dundas) Why do I need to eat this in Toronto?: Because, thanks to the huge number of Portuguese-Canadians in the city, we have churrasco joints that make authentic barbecue chicken (over charcoal, of course). Where to get it: Alibaba's Where is that exactly?: Oh, just about everywhere in the city Why do I need to eat this in Toronto?: Because chicken + veggies + whatever they put in their sauces + being everywhere makes for the perfect post-bar food. Where to get it: Allan's Pastry Shop Where is that exactly?: 3064 Don Mills Rd. (North York) Why do I need to eat this in Toronto?: A flaky crust, a whole lot of meat and a serious kick makes these Jamaican patties authentically amazing. Where to get it: The Burger's Priest Where is that exactly?: 3397 Yonge St. (north of Lawrence); 463 Queen St. W. (west of Spadina), 1636 Queen St. E. (east of Coxwell), 1599 the Queensway (Etobicoke), 7887 Weston Rd. #6 (Vaughan), 129 Lakeshore Rd. E. (Mississauga) Why do I need to eat this in Toronto?: Because it consists of a double cheeseburger, two grilled cheeses (used as buns) and a patty that has been called the best in the city. Where to get it: Bymark Where is that exactly?: 66 Wellington St. W. (Financial District) Why do I need to eat this in Toronto?: The original gourmet burger in Toronto, it's celebrity chef Mark McEwan's baby, made with grass-fed beef, brie and porcini mushrooms — and worth the $35 price tag. Where to get it: California Sandwiches Where is that exactly?: 12 locations to serve your veal needs Why do I need to eat this in Toronto?: One of the items that gets brought up as an "iconically" Torontonian food, we may not be the only city with this sandwich, but we make it really, really well. Where to get it: Chinese Traditional Bun Where is that exactly?: 536 Dundas St. W. (Chinatown) Why do I need to eat this in Toronto?: This dish of two-foot-long noodles, pork, chili oil, bean paste and bamboo is particularly well-made at this beloved (and notorious) downtown spot Where to get it: Caplansky's Where is that exactly?: 356 College St. (north of Kensington Market); also at the airport Why do I need to eat this in Toronto?: Caplansky's is probably the closest this city has to a Schwartz's and the owner, Zane Caplanky, is a staple in Toronto because of it. He's one of the people responsible for some of the biggest improvements in Toronto's food truck scene and his truck -- Thunderin Thelma -- serves up some solid beef bacon doughnuts. Where to get it: Carousel Bakery Where is that exactly?: St. Lawrence Market Why do I need to eat this in Toronto?: Because this could be the one food truly unique to Toronto, and when you get it here, it's the most authentic: just a bun and some peameal bacon. Pro tip: Add spicy mustard and/or horseradish. Where to get it: Dangerous Dan's Diner Where is that exactly?: 714 Queen St. E. (at Broadview) Why do I need to eat this in Toronto?: So that you can say you did. Check out what it consists of: two patties, four slices of bacon, two slices of cheddar, a fried egg on top, served with fries and gravy (and a can of pop). Where to get it: Drupati's Where is that exactly?: 1085 Bellamy Rd. N. (Scarborough) Why do I need to eat this in Toronto?: Because the bara is fresh and spongy, the filling is hot, and it's the closest approximation to the doubles you'd actually get in Trinidad. Where to get it: Fran's Where is that exactly?: #104-33 Yonge Street (at Front); 20 College St. (at Yonge); 200 Victoria St. (south of Dundas) Why do I need to eat this in Toronto?: There aren't too many diners in Toronto compared to major U.S. cities, and that makes Fran's special. Also special are the memories when you've been drunk off your ass and in serious need of a post-drinking meal to soak up that excess booze. Plus, it's always open. Where to get it: Nova Era Where is that exactly?: Five locations across the city Why do I need to eat this in Toronto?: These tarts can be found at practically any bakery in the city and have become a staple for those who ask "what can I bring for dessert?" Also, they're delectable. Where to get it: Fresh Where is that exactly?: 326 Bloor St. W. (at Spadina); 894 Queen St. W. (east of Ossington); 147 Spadina Ave. (south of Queen); 90 Eglinton Ave. E. (at Yonge) Why do I need to eat this in Toronto?: For vegetarians, Fresh is the easiest and best place to go with meat eaters, because they'll gobble up their (completely veggie) meals without a word of complaint. Plus, the veggie burger is perfect. Where to get it: Gandhi's Indian Cuisine Where is that exactly?: 554 Queen St. W. (east of Bathurst) Why do I need to eat this in Toronto?: Gigantic and easy to share, this roti has tons of flavour and doesn't skimp on the creamy sauces or tamarind chutney. Where to get it: Grand Electric Where is that exactly?: 1330 Queen St. W. (Parkdale) Why do I need to eat this in Toronto?: A delicious mountain of squid dressed like hot wings, piled high on a crispy tortilla and sprinkled with jalapenos? Um, sign us up. Where to get it: Gilead Cafe Where is that exactly?: 4 Gilead Place (Corktown) Why do I need to eat this in Toronto?: Because chef Jamie Kennedy is a master of many things, including local foods, but particularly these salted, crisp, adorably packaged french fries. Where to get it: Jumbo Empanadas Where is that exactly?: 245 Augusta Ave. (Kensington Market) Why do I need to eat this in Toronto?: Because the name of the shop doesn't lie, and the Chilean empanadas they serve up deliver with beef, chicken or vegetables (as well as the occasional grape or olive inside as a delicious surprise). Where to get it: Pizzeria Libretto Where is that exactly?: 221 Ossington Ave. (south of Dundas); 550 Danforth Ave. (at Carlaw) Why do I need to eat this in Toronto?: Because, love it or hate it, you need to try it at least once. This thin crust, Napoletana-style pizza comes equipped with plenty of options for toppings, all fresh and delicious. Pro tip: Order a cocktail. Where to get it: Mother's Dumplings Where is that exactly?: 421 Spadina Ave. (Chinatown); 804 Danforth Ave. (west of Jones) Why do I need to eat this in Toronto?: The pan-fried dumplings are basically Northern Chinese comfort food that's easy to share with friends and ridiculously addictive. Where to get it: Nguyen Huong Where is that exactly?: 322 Spadina Ave. (Chinatown); 5661 Steeles Ave. East, Unit 1 (Scarborough); 3255 Rutherford Rd. Building M#45 (Vaughan); 1625 Wilson Ave. (North York) Why do I need to eat this in Toronto?: Banh Mi Boyz may be the new star when it comes to Vietnamese subs in Toronto but this family-run shop has been serving pate-and-mayo-slathered baguettes since the '90s. Walk in and you'll see what makes Toronto so great. Behind the counter: a generation of immigrants who'll talk in Vietnamese but won't bat an eye when you ask for "no cilantro" in your order in English while a mish-mash of people from all walks of life all wait politely in line for delicious sandwich that'll cost you less than $4. Where to get it: Gryfe's Where is that exactly?: 3421 Bathurst St. (north of Lawrence), and distributed in various high end grocers around the city Why do I need to eat this in Toronto?: Because it's different (and dare we say, better) than a Montreal or New York bagel, tiny and light and fluffy and slightly sweet. Where to get it: Rol San Where is that exactly?: 323 Spadina Ave. (Chinatown) Why do I need to eat this in Toronto?: Good, reliable, no frills dim sum served with the authentic plastic tablecloths and a price point that everyone can get behind Where to get it: Samosa King Where is that exactly?: 5210 Finch Ave. E. (Scarborough) Why do I need to eat this in Toronto?: Crispy, flavourful and bite-size, these samosas are the non-greasy, cheap solution to the samosa problem you didn't even know you had. Where to get it: Sneaky Dee's Where is that exactly?: 431 College St. (at Bathurst) Why do I need to eat this in Toronto?: Layers of all the good stuff, with your guacamole baked right in. And accompanied by many pitchers of beer, obviously. Where to get it: Buk Chang Dong Soon Tofu Where is that exactly?: 691 Bloor St. W. (east of Christie) Why do I need to eat this in Toronto?: Because it's genuinely fantastic Korean food, made in an authentic way, with a price that gets you in and out under $20 for two people. Where to get it: Lee Where is that exactly?: 601 King St. W. (between Spadina and Bathurst) Why do I need to eat this in Toronto?: Susur Lee's classic dish has been recounted over and over again, but that doesn't make this 19-ingredient slaw any less delicious (or less fun) to eat Where to get it: Tiny Tom Donuts Where is that exactly?: CNE (and their store at 7323 Woodbine Ave. in Markham) Why do I need to eat this in Toronto?: Because there's nothing like getting your hands covered in sugary powder and keeping the paper bag from dripping with grease as you make your way through the Ex (or any festival around the city). Where to get it: Salad King Where is that exactly?: 340 Yonge St. (north of Dundas) Why do I need to eat this in Toronto?: Because it's massive, it comes quickly, and eating at Salad King is the default of so many people in downtown Toronto, it should be on tourist brochures Where to get it: Almost every major intersection (and quite a few non-major ones) Where is that exactly?: Canada.com has conveniently mapped them all out here Why do I need to eat this in Toronto?: Because for a long time, hot dogs were the only cooked food able to be sold on Toronto streets, and therefore, we like to think we've perfected the art of truly great street meat.  Share  Tweet  ✖ Advertisement Share this ✖ close Current Slide More: Best Food in Toronto Toronto Food Toronto Must Eat Food Toronto Restaurants to Try Iconic Toronto Food What Is Toronto Food Top Toronto Restaurants Best Restaurants in Toronto 2014 Toronto Must Eats Quintessential Toronto Food Best Toronto Food Toronto Quintessential Food Top Food Toronto Suggest a correction Around the Web Top Rated Toronto Restaurants In Downtown Toronto Food Menu ... NOW's Best of Toronto - Best Food Toronto » Restaurants - Yelp Toronto's Best Restaurants? - Huffington Post Toronto - Things to Do and Best New Places to Eat - Thrillist The 10 best new restaurants in Toronto - The Globe and Mail Best of Toronto - blogTO   Click here to view Conversations Conversations Most Popular 100 Pumpkin Carvings That Will Inspire You Pinterest Fried Maple Leaves Are A Delicacy In Japan, And We're Jealous Lens On Japan WATCH: HuffPost Readers School Us On Toronto's Real Must-Eats CookiesandTomatoes.com Toronto Dubbed Fourth Most Livable City In The World Getty Images One Of The World's 'Most Romantic Cities' Is Right Here In Canada Getty Images 33 Signs You Live In Liberty Village FLICKR: CARLOS PACHECO 8 Co-Workers You Really Don't Want To Deal With Creatas Images via Getty Images 30 Halloween Costumes For Kids That Are Too Cute For Words Pinterest 30 Cute Costumes For Pets That Will Make You Want More Pets Etsy Where to Find The Best Cheap Eats In Canada Guu 'Healthy' Cereals Ranked By How Much Sugar They Have Kellogs/Kashi/General Mills Fight Acne With.. Grapes? Jim Delillo via Getty Images 8 Nuit Blanche Displays With Powerful Messages Twitter 20 Pumpkin Pie Ideas That Will Improve Your Thanksgiving Menu HP FOLLOW HUFFPOST Email Email Address Options HuffPost Daily Brief Living Get top stories and blog posts emailed to me each day.. Facebook HuffPost Living Twitter HuffPost Follow Living Follow Google Plus HuffPost Living RSS The Huffington Post Living All RSS / Feeds Phone Available on the App Store Android App on Google Play Get it at Blackberry App World Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search advertise log in make HuffPost your home page RSS careers FAQ user agreement privacy policy comment policy about us about our ads contact us Copyright ©2014 TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. "The Huffington Post" is a registered trademark of TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. All rights reserved. Part of AOL Lifestyle Use this form to alert a HuffPost editor about a factual or typographical error in this story. Notify message * Required * * * What kind of error is this? Choose an option Factual or typographical Comment moderation problem Rights and permissions Other * What is the correction? 0 count Describe the error here (1,000 character limit) * Type the words below so we know you are not a cyborg Sign me up for The Huffington Post's Daily Brief Thank you!)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2013/11/is-education-key-to-middle-class-life.html,Staffroom Confidential: Is education the key to a middle class life? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Wednesday, November 6, 2013 Is education the key to a middle class life? It is repeated so often in the media, you would think it is true: education is the key to social mobility...to a good job with decent pay and benefits, and all that goes with it. If only it were so. Education has never been a guarantee of social mobility. Yes, there have been periods of time when large numbers of workers were needed in new industries, some requiring new education and training. But it is the jobs that come first, and the education systems plays catch up. Mass industrialization and the move from the farm into industry, services and office jobs necessitated high levels of literacy to provide a viable workforce. Hence the "compulsory" nature of common schools in the latter 19th and early 20th century. When the US and other western nations sought to win the space race and scientific advancement in the post-war period,  the education system was expanded to include mandatory, free secondary level schooling along with highly subsidized university programs. To suggest that more education, in and of itself, leads to better employment is just a logical falsity. Today's deeply indebted graduates are tragically the living proof. The cliche of the PHD grad serving coffee rings true for a reason - it is. Statistics Canada has confirmed this - more than a quarter of all newly created jobs in 2011 and 2012 were in accommodations and food. That education systems actually reinforce class stratification has been extensively studied. Bowles & Gintis (link) produced a landmark analysis in the 1970's of the US education system confirming this. So why is this myth perpetuated, and what should we do about it? Belief in social mobility is one of the key tenets of capitalist liberal democracy. If an individual has the opportunity to work hard, become educated, and thereby improve their lot in life, then the system treats people fairly, so the argument goes. If a particular person doesn't, it is their own fault, not the fault of the system. This reasoning creates an "escape valve" for the anger and frustration of those living in poverty. Just pull up your boots, work harder and get more educated, and life will get better. It also acts to create a scapegoat for others to rationalize why inequality is ok - those people at the bottom don't work hard enough or don't have the skills/knowledge to be valuable contributors. On a more day to day level, for-profit education service providers benefit from more clients. This includes for-profit post-secondary institutions, but also the legion of private sector services like tutoring companies. Banks benefit from the interest paid from massive student loans. Governments can justify the redirection of education resources to those areas of the education system deemed "necessary" for certain jobs (think: skills training), and away from others. Think about all the humanities departments disappearing from universities. Those of us working in an underfunded, increasingly privatized education system can often fall into repeating this myth. It is all too easy and I know I'm guilty myself. But as the necessity of questioning the mass inequality in society increases, we need to be careful that we promote education for the right reasons, rather than perpetuate myths that serve other interests. Education is of tremendous value and everyone who wants to study and learn should be able to. But not because it gets you a good job, but because it enriches us as individuals and as a society. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 2:45 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 1 comment: Peter D. MareNovember 9, 2013 at 7:11 PM "If an individual has the opportunity to work hard, become educated, and thereby improve their lot in life, then the system treats people fairly, so the argument goes."And, this is precisely why we should reform a flawed English spelling system which is a burden on learners, delaying learning because it is making reading excrutiatingly difficult and forcing ridiculous ways to help learners memorize those 60% of words that are misspelled. It is also burdensome for teachers who need to find somehow clever ways to make reading material palatable and find all kinds of ways to adapt it, dealing with too many students who are struggling and frustrated readers. Finally, it is very costly as extra teachers are needed. Kids want to learn. Teachers want to teach. But, not if the system is flawed.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ▼  2013 (14) ▼  November (1) Is education the key to a middle class life? ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/?p=870,)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=20172,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 3, November/December 2009  It’s for the kids By Joanna Krop “Teaching is becoming expensive for teachers when there’s no budget” read my Facebook friend’s wall post. He was buying an adaptor cable to show YouTube clips from his I-pod on a TV. I thought that’s great—it’s cheaper than DVDs and you have it for your own use too. But then someone posted that they were contemplating buying a video projector because the school couldn’t afford one. Since I like to have money to do things, such as pay my bills, I flung myself into this debate. I posted: “I'd never spend so much for school unless I was being directly compensated. It’s time districts/ ministries started valuing the work we do rather than assume we are going to make up for the inadequacies of a system that undervalues its teachers not to mention students.” People online didn’t like that. To paraphrase the next five posts: We shouldn’t need to pay out-of-pocket but we do it because it’s good for the kids. If you don’t get what you think is needed, students suffer because you can’t do the best possible job. Unfortunately, it’s part of the job, but teachers who spend on their classroom take pride in having quality materials for students. I doubt you’d find a doctor bringing in her own personal supply of gauze, disinfectant, and syringes for a shift in the emergency ward, in addition to the defibrillator she bought yesterday because the hospital didn’t have enough. How is it any less ridiculous when teachers do it? It’s for the kids. I’ve said it before. I’m sure you have too. We’re not heartless—we’re teachers! But before we wax sentimental about why we went into teaching, let’s ask a critical question. When we say—it’s for the kids—which kids are we talking about? Is it the kids of the teacher who has the economic and social positioning to be able to essentially donate money for the students? What about the kids of the teacher who can’t? Are we saying that such a teacher doesn’t take pride in having quality materials for their students? That the students should settle for an inadequately funded classroom? Even if teachers can afford it—should they? While we are fortunate to have autonomy in our classrooms they are not “our” classrooms. The classroom and teacher are embedded within a larger system tied to social, political, and economic realities. That system has a mandate—to educate the future of the province. It is not like donating your time or money to a non-profit that does good works with kids. The ministry is not a charity. When we take it upon ourselves to make up for the inadequacies of the system, we enable it to get away with not fulfilling its mandate. Back in the Facebook debate I posted again: “I'm all for what's good for the kids so long as it’s not to the detriment of the teacher. Principled political action through your union, your vote, or letters to your MLA is, to me, preferable to taking this on with your wallet.” The refrain, “It’s for the kids,” needs to expand beyond the limited scope of the 30 kids in our class to the thousands of kids in our districts and the collection of districts across the province. The responsibility of funding education rests with the province, not with the teacher. If anything should be “for the kids,” it’s a strong, well-funded education. They deserve it. Joanna Krop, Queensborough Middle School, New Westminster. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=21538,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > September 2010   Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 23, Number 1, September 2010     A hard day’s night  By Charlie Naylor and Margaret White  So how’s your worklife? That’s what BCTF Research asked teachers across the province in a major study of teachers’ work in BC’s public schools. A random sample of teachers received a BCTF survey, with over 500 teachers from most school districts sharing their views on the joys and stresses of teaching in 2009. Topics covered in the survey included:: teachers’ experiences and perspectives on their own education and professional development workload issues how teachers spent their summer break satisfaction and stress in teaching changes in stress, workload, and job satisfaction, and sources of work-related stress teachers’ perceptions of the effects of stress inclusive education the most important areas for BCTF focus to improve teachers’ working and learning conditions. After extensive analyses of data, a series of reports is now being published by BCTF Research on the above areas. In a change of direction from previous surveys, we asked what gave teachers satisfaction in their work. The answer? It’s the students, of course. Or words to that effect. “I still get tremendous satisfaction working with the kids. I love when I get to experience their ‘ah-ha’ moments. I still get tingling in my knees when they hit all the right notes with their recorders, or their voices come together in harmony. I love when my Grade 7s feel inspired and get involved in great discussions.” “I love working with my students and can’t imagine doing anything else, even though it is a very challenging job. I love knowing that I have made a difference in my students’ lives and helped them to view themselves as capable and successful individuals.” However, when it came to stress, teachers suggested it was the combination of several different factors that caused the most severe stress. “When you try to break down the elements of stress in the profession of teaching it actually does a disservice to teachers. It’s not the individual items that cause stress; it’s the combination of things that actually causes stress. When we have our most stressful times, during report-card preparation, we also have all the other items to contend with at the same time. We can’t put the kids on automatic and the meetings don’t stop; there’s still marking and planning; we still need to deal with behaviour issues and call parents; we still have the administration to deal with and the very real problems of kids not getting what they need at school and at home. This is when our stress levels are at their highest.” And when we asked teachers about possible stress-related factors, the four most significant sources of stress related to student needs in the classroom—students’ disruptive behaviour, class- composition issues, lack of support for non-designated “grey area” students, and the unmet needs of students. The fifth most stressful factor for teachers is the attitude of the provincial government. While teachers took an average of 5.7 weeks off during the 2008–09 summer break, they also spent time on school-related activities with most doing classroom preparation at the start and end of the school year. About half read school-related books and educational journals. Younger teachers took a shorter summer break than older teachers, some working in paid employment. “I work full-time during the summer since my student loan payments are huge. I do not earn enough money during the school year to live in July and August.” Teachers told us that summer break is also a time to recuperate from the hectic demands of the school year, attend to personal responsibilities put on hold, and care for dependent or ill family members. “Does this mean relaxation time? Much of my summer is used to get things in order at home, which get put on the back burner during the school year.” Long hours at work were the norm, with an average work week of almost 48 hours, and 10% of respondents working more than 60 hours a week. Substantial time was spent in preparation, meetings, and marking, with teachers increasingly spending time on administrative tasks. “It varies. It goes from crazy to insane. I’m at every meeting for every student and I type and distribute minutes. I rarely have a day where there is not a meeting after school or an IEP to write. I wish my energy could go into prepping lessons that help children!” Many teachers found it hard to turn off their thinking about work at the end of the day, while about a third of respondents found that job pressures interfered with family or personal life. Teachers said: “The hours are difficult to calculate. I arrive at school and power through most days until 5:00 p.m. with few recess or lunch breaks. Coaching eliminates prep time and we all give up time at recess. I am drained when I come home to my own two young kids. If I could afford to stay home I would; the job takes its toll on my emotional and physical health.” “Being a new teacher, I spend much of my time with preparation and marking. It is overwhelming at times as I still haven’t found a balance between work and play. I love what I do and wouldn’t want to do anything else. However, I struggle with balance.” The research also indicates that, in the view of respondents, learning and working conditions have worsened compared to five years ago. Increased stress and workload appear to be reducing job satisfaction, which in turn are motivating teachers to consider leaving the profession. Increasing workload and stress not only have considerable implications for students in the classroom and for teachers’ quality of worklife, but will likely have an impact on teacher retention in future years. One in five teachers said they are considering leaving the profession for reasons other than retirement, with teachers who are mid-career being the most likely to do so. The reasons for leaving teaching include increased workload, stress and burnout, health conditions aggravated by stress, lack of encouragement, job insecurity, and dissatisfaction with the provincial government. “I feel that I cannot keep up, physically, with the demands of parents and administrators when the needs of students continue to grow, but support and resources continue to diminish.” “Not enough time for my personal life. Always carrying the stress of school around, 24 hours a day. Seeing that there are many other occupations where people work 40 hours/week, not 60–70…” The survey results suggest that the most important areas for BCTF to focus on to improve working and learning conditions are improving support for special education, providing more time for planning and preparation, reducing class size, improving salary and benefits. BCTF Research thanks the hundreds of teachers who shared experiences and perspectives to tell the stories of their work in BC’s schools. The full reports will be posted on the BCTF website during the fall. Charlie Naylor and Margaret White are researchers in the BCTF’s Research and Technology Division.  Ten most stressful factors for teachers Per cent of teachers who rated the source of stress as “high” or “very high” (out of 47 sources of stress) Students with disruptive behaviour         68.7% Class composition issues         67.6% Non-designated, “grey area” students         64.2% Unmet needs of students         61.6% The provincial government         58.4% Inclusion, students with special needs         52.3% Preparing report cards (non-BCeSIS)         51.5% Preparing report cards (BCeSIS)         51.0% Foundation skills assessment (FSA)         50.4% Size of class(es)         49.4%     Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8278&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 1, September 2004 La rentrée : Le succés et le bien-étre par Ghislaine Varin La rentrée scolaire marque la fin des vacances et nous ramène à la réalité du retour au travail et de ses tâches infinies. Avec tous les changements qui continuent à prendre place dans notre profession et leurs effets de responsabilités accrues pour les enseignants, il devient de plus en plus important de gérer notre travail de façon efficace tout en s’assurant de bien prendre soin de nous-mêmes. L’équilibre entre le rôle d’enseignant et notre vie personnelle doit être maintenu afin d’être heureux, de se garder en bonne santé et de pouvoir compléter notre travail avec enthousiasme. Nous savons tous que le travail de l’enseignant n’est jamais fini. Nous pourrions y consacrer tout notre temps et il resterait encore des choses à faire. De plus, il est essentiel de reconnaître que nous avons moins de services et moins de ressources dans notre système scolaire et que nous ne pouvons plus continuer à compenser pour les coupures budgétaires imposées par notre gouvernement au détriment de nos familles et de notre santé. Nous devons être réalistes dans notre approche au travail. C’est une question de survie. Plusieurs éducateurs insistent sur l’importance de bien planifier tout en reconsidérant certaines de nos façons de faire et d’apprendre à mieux faire appel à nos collègues et à nos élèves. Voici quelques bons conseils : Commencez par dresser une liste des choses qui doivent être faites tout de suite, ce qui doit être fait sur une base quotidienne, puis les autres tâches. En autres mots, établissez vos priorités. Arrêtez de compliquer les choses; gardez la simplicité. Évitez de perdre trop de temps à tout raffiner. Entreprenez une seule tâche à la fois et méfiez-vous d’un surplus d’enthousiasme qui pourrait vous amener à passer trop de temps sur une seule activité. Reconnaissez que certaines leçons, unités sont sans aucun doute originales, éducatives et amusantes mais qu’elles exigent des heures de préparation et/ou de corrections. Il y a plein de leçons simples qui offrent un contenu riche en information et en pédagogie. Respectez cet important critère durant votre processus de planification et de création. Partagez vos unités et votre matériel avec vos collègues. Abonnez-vous à la liste de diffusion bctf-enfrancais pour avoir accès à des idées pratiques tout en établissant un contact avec d’autres enseignants dans notre province. Pour vous abonner, visitez le site www.bctf.ca/francais. Lisez Le Coin français. Examinez votre approche à la correction de tests, de travaux et de projets ainsi que votre système de compilation de notes-observations et discutez-en avec vos collègues afin de découvrir de nouveaux trucs. Rappelez-vous aussi que vos élèves peuvent compléter plusieurs de vos tâches autant dans vos évaluations qu’au niveau de vos corrections. L’auto-évaluation et l’évaluation avec un partenaire en utilisant une grille sont des méthodes reconnues et valorisées dans l’apprentissage de l’élève ce qui réduit le travail de l’enseignant. La préparation de matériel utile pour la classe tel qu’une affiche peut être complétée par l’élève. Laissez tomber le perfectionnisme qui n’est pas nécessaire et donnez le plaisir et la fierté aux jeunes de créer leur propre matériel de classe. Il y a beaucoup d’autres bonnes idées à considérer pour réduire le travail sans fin d’un enseignant. Il faut prendre le temps de ré-évaluer notre approche et d’y apporter les changements nécessaires afin de survivre dans un système de plus en plus exigeant et épuisant. Et lorsqu’on vous demande de vous porter volontaire dans des projets en dehors de la salle de classe et que vous vous sentez débordé et sous pression et que vous n’êtes pas vraiment apte à le faire, il est permis de dire ‘non merci, je n’ai pas le temps présentement’. Finalement, n’oubliez pas de prendre bien soin de l’un et l’autre, de vous encourager et de vous appuyer mutuellement. Synopsis: Maintaining a balance between our personal and professional lives contributes to teaching effectively and with enthusiasm. Steps can be taken to maintain personal wellness. Ghislaine Varin is the Coordonnatrice des Programmes et Services en français in the BCTF’s Professional and Social Issues Division.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "Eid Mubarak to all those celebrating in BC!" @bcliberals - 06:52pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media jthornthwaite last tweet "RT @BCGovNews: Keep you up to date on all the work being done on BC's Throne Speech commitments: http://t.co/G0SSHncdsG" @jthornthwaite - 04:13pm Follow @jthornthwaite BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/local20/sitefiles/executive.htm,KCTU Web Email   lp20@bctf.ca If you need to send information by snail mail or facsimile the KCTU office is located at: 860 Eldorado Street PO Box 163 Trail, BC V1R 4L5 Office hours are 7:45-4:00 school days. Fax 250 364 1750 Cell  250 304 8233 Toll Free: 1 888 313 1332 If you can not contact the union and have an emergency please call president Andy Davidoff on his cell 250 304 8233. Home Links SD20 BCTF MOE Executive President's Page Executive School Reps News Newsletter Notices Educational Issues FSA 21st Century Learning Adult Interactions BCeSIS Review Info Save Our Rivers PRO D Upcoming Events Calendar April 2011 May 2011 Teachers TT0C SD20 TTOC WIKI Retirees Anouncements Services Documents EFAP Bursaries Executive Members serving you! KCTU Executive Contact List 2009 - 2010 Executive Position Name Email Address President Andy Davidoff lp20@bctf.ca Vice-President Brian Rigby brigby@sd20.bc.ca Treasurer Denise Flick dflick@sd20.bc.ca Secretary Bruna Horcoff bhorcoff@sd20.bc.ca Bargaining Chair Andy Davidoff barg20@bctf.ca Health and Safety Fred Dattolo fdattolo@sd20.bc.ca LR’s Fred Dattolo Brian Rigby Delia Downing (alternate)   fdattolo@sd20.bc.ca brigby@sd20.bc.ca geode0706@gmail.com Political Action Local Election Contact Delia Downing geode0706@gmail.com Pro-D Chair Bruna Horcoff bhorcoff@sd20.bc.ca Social Convener John Duncan jduncan@sd20.bc.ca Social Justice Geri Bryden geribryden@hotmail.com Working/Learning Conditions Brian Rigby brigby@sd20.bc.ca Aboriginal Education Denise Flick dflick@sd20.bc.ca   Copyright 2009 KCTU. All Rights Reserved. This menu requires JavaScript in order to be properly displayed. Viewing requirements can be found at Extend Studio (Flash components and extensions, Dreamweaver extensions, Tools for web design and development))
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewTeachers.aspx?id=31793,BCTF > Professional Responsibility and Code of Ethics  	New teachers  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers Aboriginal Education  Bargaining & Collective Agreements  Français  Health & Safety  New Teachers  Opportunities for Members  Pensions Professional Development  Professional Rights & Responsibility  Provincial Specialist Associations  Salary & Benefits  Teachers Teaching On Call  Teaching Resources  For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > New Teachers > New Teachers' Handbook > Table of Contents   Professional Responsibility and Code of Ethics  As a teacher in the public school system, you are bound by a code of ethics and by professional practice, rights and standards. Details of the professional rights and standards of practice can be found in the Members’ Guide to the BCTF, bctf.ca/MembersGuide. In all of your dealings with your students, their parents, your colleagues and other school personnel, be guided by the BCTF Code of Ethics.  BCTF Code of Ethics  The Code of Ethics states general rules for maintaining high standards of professional service and conduct toward students, colleagues, and the professional union.  The teacher speaks and acts toward students with respect and dignity, and deals judiciously with them, always mindful of their individual rights and sensibilities.  The teacher respects the confidential nature of information concerning students and may give it only to authorized persons or agencies directly concerned with their welfare. The teacher follows legal requirements in reporting child protection issues.  The teacher recognizes that a privileged relationship with students exists and refrains from exploiting that relationship for material, ideological, or other advantage.  The teacher is willing to review with colleagues, students, and their parents/guardians the quality of service rendered by the teacher and the practices employed in discharging professional duties.  The teacher directs any criticism of the teaching performance and related work of a colleague to that colleague in private, and only then, after informing the colleague in writing of the intent to do so, may direct the criticism in confidence to appropriate individuals who are able to offer advice and assistance.* It shall not be considered a breach of the Code of Ethics for a member to follow legal requirements or official protocols in reporting child protection issues.  The teacher acknowledges the authority and responsibilities of the BCTF and its locals and fulfills obligations arising from membership in her or his professional union.  The teacher adheres to the provisions of the local collective agreement.  The teacher acts in a manner not prejudicial to job actions or other collective strategies of her or his professional union.  The teacher neither applies for, nor accepts, a position that is included in a Federation in dispute declaration.  The teacher, as an individual or as a member of a group of teachers, does not make unauthorized representations to outside bodies in the name of the Federation or its locals.  *See 31.B.12 of the Members’ Guide to the BCTF bctf.ca/MembersGuide.    About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewTeachers.aspx?id=31857,BCTF > How the BC Teachers’ Federation helps  	New teachers  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers Aboriginal Education  Bargaining & Collective Agreements  Français  Health & Safety  New Teachers  Opportunities for Members  Pensions Professional Development  Professional Rights & Responsibility  Provincial Specialist Associations  Salary & Benefits  Teachers Teaching On Call  Teaching Resources  For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > New Teachers > New Teachers' Handbook > Table of Contents   How the BC Teachers’ Federation helps    Structure, decision-making, and services  Annual General Meeting (AGM)  The AGM is the sovereign decision-making body of the Federation. It is made up of Local Representatives (see RA below), one or more delegates elected by each local on a per-capita basis and the members of the BCTF Executive Committee, totaling approximately 680 voting participants. The AGM meets for 3.5 days during Spring Break and decides the BCTF priorities, policies and procedures, elects the Executive Committee, and sets the fees for the coming year. If you wish to attend an AGM as a delegate, please speak to your staff rep or contact your local teachers’ association.  Representative Assembly (RA)  The RA regularly meets three times a year to advise the Executive Committee (EC), receive reports and adopt a detailed budget based on the fee set by the AGM. The RA is made up of approximately 120 voting Local Representatives, plus the Local Presidents and the BCTF Executive Committee. To become a local representative, you must be a member of the local's executive committee.  Executive Committee (EC)  The Executive Committee is made up of 11 active members elected at the AGM.  It is responsible for the business of the Federation, between RA and AGM meetings and has other specific duties assigned. The EC has one or two regularly scheduled meetings per month, with the exception of July.  Full-Time Table Officers (FTTOs)  The president, first vice-president, and second vice-president are released full time from their teaching duties to represent the 41,000 members on a day-to-day basis. The president is responsible for the general supervision of all matters and affairs of the Federation and is the official spokesperson for the BCTF. Executive Director  The Executive Director works with the FTTOs and advises the Executive Committee, Representative Assembly, and Annual General Meeting, and is responsible for assigning duties and directing the work of the Federation’s administrative, support and excluded staff.  Locals  Locals represent teachers in each school district in the province with each local having its own elected president and executive committee, constitution and procedures. Each is a local of the BCTF but has a high degree of autonomy on local matters. Advisory committees Advisory committees are made up of active members formally appointed by the Executive Committee. They provide advice to the BCTF Executive Committee, play a leadership role within the Federation, and, in a number of cases, provide support to local contacts. To become a member of an advisory committee, you must submit your application to the BCTF. A call for new advisory committee members usually goes out in the spring.  Advisory committees within the BCTF  Committee for Action on Social Justice—CASJ CASJ action groups antipoverty antiracism environmental justice lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgendered, and questioning (LGBTQ) peace and global education status of women. Professional Issues Advisory Committee—PIAC Aboriginal Education Advisory Committee—AEAC Adult Education Advisory Committee—AEAC Advisory Committee on French Programs and Services—ACFPS Provincial Specialist Association Council—PSAC Teachers Teaching on Call Advisory Committee—TTOCAC Pensions Committee—PC Finance Committee—FC Income Security Committee—ISC Teacher Newsmagazine Advisory Board Health and Safety Advisory Committee—HSAC Working and Learning Conditions/Bargaining Advisory Committee—WLC/BAC WR Long International Solidarity Committee. Organizational divisions within the BCTF  The BCTF offices and programs are organized into divisions and departments to provide effective services to members.  Field Service Division (FSD)—supports locals in bargaining, contract implementation and defence of member rights, assists locals with Federation campaigns and province-wide actions, advances the broad range of Federation services and programs in professional, health and safety, social justice, communications and outreach, etc., with local members and leadership. Legal Services Department—has overall responsibility for Federation legal matters, including court cases on a range of matters, constitutional challenges, grievances/arbitrations, legal-aid provisions and teacher regulation matters.  Professional and Social Issues Division (PSID)—has responsibility for a wide range of professional matters such as curriculum, education policy, professional development, teacher education, teacher inquiry, mentorship and peer support. Co-ordinates the Provincial Specialist Associations (PSAs), the Social Justice Program, Aboriginal Education Program, French Programs and Services, programs for teachers teaching on call, for teachers new to teaching and for adult educators, organizes leadership training—Summer Conference, Federation Leadership Institute, and Facilitators’ Institute Training. The Training Department which is a component of PSID, offers an extensive teacher workshop program. Administers the Code of Ethics and co-ordinates the work of the Internal Mediation Service.     Communications and Campaigns Division (CCD)—has responsibility for BCTF campaigns, and internal and external communications, using both traditional and social media communication tools. Handles outreach to education partner groups, community groups and other unions. Co-ordinates political action, lobbying and advocacy initiatives. Co-ordinates production, mailing, and graphics.  Research and Technology Division (RT)—undertakes the Federation’s research projects and works jointly with other institutions on research projects. Co-ordinates information services and the website. Develops, implements, and supports the Federation’s technology systems and tools. Co-ordinates the BCTF international programs. Deals with education funding issues. Income Security Division—has responsibility for the Salary Indemnity Plan, Health and Wellness Program (rehabilitation) and the Living with Balance (preventative) program.  Co-ordinates the pensions program, provides information for members and fulfills the Federation’s obligations related to the Teacher Pension Plan.  Co-ordinates the BCTF Health and Safety program for members and handles Workers’ Compensation appeals for members.  Finance and Administrative Services—has overall responsibility for the care of the Federation’s resources, including the dues, investments, funds, property, etc.  Administers the budget and handles the accounting functions. Maintains membership records, handles reception, and the care and maintenance of the BCTF offices.  Human Resources Department—deals with all of the Federation’s obligations as an employer and handles the staff recruitment and training, salary/benefits, personnel, collective agreement and other labour relations issues related to this role. Handles the Federation’s privacy obligations and other organizational requirements. Provincial Specialist Associations (PSAs)   PSAs foster professional development through a variety of means and provide members with: teaching/learning materials information on new teaching methods support for new teachers a network via local chapters (LSAs: local specialist associations) a collective voice to help shape BCTF direction and influence curriculum policies specialty publications—journals and newsletters support for exemplary practice. PSAs host for members: annual general meetings annual conferences local or regional conferences. If you are being inducted into the BCTF and your local teachers’ association, you are eligible as a new teacher or new TTOC to receive a free year’s membership in one PSA. PSAs within the BCTF bctf.ca/PSAs.aspx  ABCDE Association of BC Drama Educators AEA Aboriginal Education Association AEGTCCBC Association for Educators of Gifted, Talented, and Creative Children in BC APPIPC Association provinciale des professeurs d’immersion et du programme francophone BCAEA BC Alternate Education Association BCATA BC Art Teachers’ Association BCAMT BC Association of Mathematics Teachers BCATML BC Association of Teachers of Modern Languages BCBEA BC Business Education Association BCCA BC Culinary Arts Provincial Specialist Association BCCLPSA BC Co-operative Learning Provincial Specialist Association BCDEA BC Dance Educators’ Association BCEDLPSA BC Educators for Distributed Learning BCMEA BC Music Educators’ Association BCPTA BC Primary Teachers’ Association BCRTA BC Rural and Small Schools Teachers’ Association BCSCA BC School Counsellors’ Association BCScTA BC Science Teachers’ Association BCSSTA BC Social Studies Teachers’ Association BCTEA BC Technology Education Association BCTELA BC Teachers of English Language Arts BCTLA BC Teacher-Librarians’ Association CUEBC Computer-Using Educators of British Columbia EAR Educators Against Racism ESLPSA English as a Second Language Provincial Specialist Association EEPSA Environmental Educators’ Provincial Specialist Association LATA Learning Assistance Teachers’ Association PAGE BC Teachers for Peace and Global Education PEBC Physical Education British Columbia PITA Provincial Intermediate Teachers’ Association SEA Special Education Association THESA Teachers of Home Economics Specialist Association You may join as many PSAs as you wish. For a PSA online application, go to bctf.ca/JoinaPSA. Professional and Social issues workshops  Workshops on a variety of topics are designed and delivered in English and French by BCTF facilitators. See your school PD representative or visit bctf.ca/ProfessionalDevelopment.aspx#workshops. To become a facilitator, please submit your application to the BCTF. A call for facilitators usually goes out in the spring and training occurs at the annual Facilitators’ Training Institute held in late August.  How your BCTF local helps bctf.ca/localwebsites.aspx  New teachers are celebrated and welcomed into the union (the BCTF and your local) usually at a general meeting or induction ceremony, although some locals hold a social event. You will receive materials that help you to know your rights, the Code of Ethics, and more. A great perk (limited to attendees) is a free membership to a PSA (Provincial Specialist Association) which can save you up to $80 and link you to a community of engaged, progressive professionals. Your BCTF local is also a source of support and information on professional, contractual, and personnel matters. Find out who your school staff representative(s) are and what services are available through your local. Locate and read the collective agreement (bctf.ca/myBCTF/content.aspx?id=23113) and other material to find out how you can take part in your professional organization. Information regarding local funding for PD and in-service activities is available through your local. Talk to your local PD rep. Information regarding health and safety concerns is available through your local and your Health and Safety school representative. a) Staying safe at work  All new and young workers are required by law to be given site specific occupational health and safety training. During the new and young workers’ training, teachers should be instructed on emergency procedures, including evacuation and lockdown; instruction on known hazards and risks; and instruction on hazard reporting. If you have not received this training, contact your staff rep or local president. No matter how minor an injury might seem, it is important to document it with your employer. For example, a paper cut can lead to a secondary infection and a twinge in your back from lifting textbooks may be indicative of a more serious injury. The procedure for reporting an injury is: Inform an administrative officer of this injury or disease that you feel is work related. Make sure the information is documented. WCB requires that you report your injury as soon as practical, don’t delay. Make sure the appropriate person has filled in the first aid log at the worksite. Always get the log filled in no matter how minor the injury, as it may develop into something more serious. File a Workers’ Report of Injury or Occupational Disease to Employer. This is WCB Form 6A. The employer is required to file a Form 7 within three days of receiving the report from the member. At the same time you file the report to your employer, file an Application for Compensation and Report of Injury or Occupational Disease, Form 6 to WCB. If you are not sure about the questions seek help. Always copy Form 6A and Form 6 for the local union office. Always ask for help for the WCB claim’s process. Always report your injury or occupational disease to your doctor and request that the doctor file a Physicians First Report, Form 8 to WCB. A WCB officer should contact the worker after they have received Form 6. WorkSafeBC regulations require that each worksite must have a joint health and safety committee. All teachers in British Columbia are covered under the Workers’ Compensation Act and have four basic health and safety rights: the right to know, the right to participate, the right to refuse unsafe work, and the right to no discrimination. These rights are essential in a safe work environment. The right to know  Teachers have the right to know what hazards are present in a workplace. Hazards can be physical (from slippery floor to missing guards on equipment) to psychological (including factors leading to stress or violence). The right to know is of a higher order than the student privacy rights. If a student is a violent risk to a school employee, everyone involved with that student has the right to know the risk that is posed. The right to know also includes access to health and safety information such as inspections and orders written by WCB on a workplace. The right to participate  Teachers have the right to participate in the activities of the Joint Occupational Health and Safety committee. Participating in training as well as investigations and inspections of the worksite is also included in this right. The right to no discrimination  The right to no discrimination, also called the right to no retaliation, protects the teacher from being disciplined from exercising their basic health and safety rights. To go along with health and safety training and rights, all teachers have a duty to work safely, report hazards, and conduct their work in a way which does not create a risk to themselves or others. b) Orientation There is so much to learn when you start out—every school district is a little different. New teachers are encouraged to attend the orientation session, usually presented jointly by the district and the union, where you can become familiar with people, places, and processes that you are likely to need to know about. How the collective agreement helps  The BCTF is a dynamic union of professionals that has been shaped by its members for over 100 years.  Discrimination in the workplace   All public school teachers in the province are covered by the collective agreement between BCPSEA and the BCTF at the provincial level, and between their school district and their local at the local level. Every BCTF member’s collective agreement contains an article that refers to the employer’s obligation to ensure a non-sexist working environment. Likewise, nearly every collective agreement contains a provision that states that no employee shall be discriminated against on the basis of race, colour, ancestry, place of origin, religion, gender, sex, sexual orientation, age, marital status, disability, or family status. A few go a step further by specifically mentioning gender identity. This language was negotiated by BCTF locals on behalf of their members so that teachers could be themselves in their workplaces without being subjected to sexism, homophobia, transphobia, racism, ableism or other forms of discrimination. For example, Aboriginal teachers shouldn’t need to hide their heritage, or put up with racist remarks. LGBTQ teachers should expect to be safely “out” at work, acknowledge their families and loved ones without fear of reprisals or discrimination. Likewise with women, people of colour, and other equity-seeking groups. The BC Human Rights Code also protects public school teachers from discrimination in the workplace on the basis of sex, race, sexual orientation, or other characteristics. Gender identity is also “read” into the code (though having it specifically listed would be an important step at a future date). If you have a question about your collective agreement’s non-discrimination clause, contact your local office. About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13076,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 1998 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 11, Number 2, October 1998 Did somebody say social revolution? by Pat Clarke Perhaps only 10 years ago, males who left school before Grade 12 or who graduated with marginal results could still look forward to a range of employment or career opportunities. In a resource economy like British Columbia’s, scores of such males could reasonably expect to find engagement in relatively low-skilled but well-paid jobs. That career path has gone the way of buggy-whip makers. But many adolescent males haven’t realized that the world has changed and their maleness is no particular guarantee for anything. Compounding this social and economic reality is the increasingly dysfunctional effect of media-driven negative male images. Films, advertisements, and television shows convey the powerful messages for adolescent males that dumb is cool, violence is self actualizing, and lassitude is a career option. These images help shape a male identity that will be a one-way ticket nowhere. We are teaching the first generation of males that must re-conceptualize maleness. The Economist last year ran a theme issue called “The Trouble with Men” that nailed a treatise to the doors of the male sanctum of complacency: “Boys’ achievement in school relative to girls is steadily declining not only in Canada but throughout industrialized nations.” “The new world of work is characterized by occupations traditionally held by women.” “For some reason a vast majority of men will not even consider doing ‘women’s work’ even if this is where most jobs are found. Those who are not able to find a ‘man’s job’ appear to be increasingly inclined to opt for social alienation and idleness.” …For teachers of the new millennium, these statements offer a blunt and specific challenge: Is there anything we can do to improve boys’ performance in school? Is there any way educators can disinfect the debilitating effects of negative role images for boys? And is it possible for us to help boys visualize taking on non-traditional (i.e., female) careers?” The resolution of these issues is complicated because they are an interconnected social reality. A large minority of boys do not do as well as girls in school because they are captivated by a dumbed-down, dream-driven boy culture. And as a manifestation of a peculiar current reality, boys will not or cannot broaden their career horizons because there are virtually no role models to follow. The images they find most fascinating exude the bravado and mindlessness that will most assuredly push too many of them into a social underclass of louts and misfits. Perhaps the greatest irony of the late 20th century is that these males will have marginalized themselves by determinedly painting themselves into a disastrously tight gender corner. For many classroom teachers, the effects of this male culture juggernaut seem beyond remedy. The social effectiveness of a teacher has been seriously circumscribed by innumerable social factors, and one of the most dysfunctional is the subculture of male stupidity and irresponsibility to which a too-large minority of our male students subscribe. Given the nature and structure of contemporary schools, particularly secondary schools, such places cannot be expected to educate this largely male group of “academic refuseniks.” The issues are not the ones schools were structured to deal with. Schools have been expected to shape a social landscape. The invasion of contemporary media has given this mostly male cohort their own externally developed, school-detached culture that defies the traditional functions of formal schooling. Where schools have modelled and advanced responsibility, community, and achievement, they are now an alien culture for disaffected males acculturated to precisely the opposite. Our array of courses and programs to address the evident needs of boys who are “turned off school” require a certain level of personal and social engagement, which the external boy culture denigrates. All of this amounts to one of those increasingly common situations where schools and teachers are only part of the solution. Schools will be able to deal with the issues of underachieving, loutish, and socially myopic males when our whole society looks in the mirror, contemplates what it has wrought, and collectively resolves to reconceptualize maleness so that it is more about social responsibility and less about image marketing. What are the key issues for teachers? If the resolution of the problem of boys and school is primarily a broader social issue, what role do teachers play? Is the notion of reconceptualizing maleness as an integral part of the solution a reasonable or likely eventuality, and how would teachers be involved in this social revolution? Pat Clarke is an assistant director in the BCTF’s Professional Development Division. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Foster parents are ordinary people engaged in extraordinary acts of kindness. Join the team! http://t.co/6jUkcsOp6V" @Teresa_Wat - 04:31pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8804&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, Number 4, March 2004 College elections should be held now The B.C. Teachers’ Federation Representative Assembly January 23–24, 2004, decided to intensify resistance to Bill 51, the Liberals’ takeover of the College of Teachers. The representatives expressed outrage at Education Minister Christy Clark’s refusal to meet with the BCTF to resolve the dispute and at her political appointees’ aggressive pursuit of massive changes to the college by-laws. On December 10, 2003, Clark said that she was prepared to restore democratic governance to the college council. The BCTF acknowledged her change of heart with thanks. However, since then, the minister made it clear that she would keep her political appointees in place until they completed her changes. "Democracy delayed is not democracy at all," noted Neil Worboys. In what teachers see as a deliberately provocative move, the appointed councillors gave notice of motion to make sweeping amendments to college by-laws. They did so on the very day the Representative Assembly was to vote on when to remit the approximately $2 million held in the BCTF Democratic College Fund on behalf of the thousands of teachers who boycotted their annual fee in protest. "We were shocked to see this appointed college give notice of motion to change about 200 pages of by-laws," Worboys said. As a consequence of the appointed council’s aggressive pursuit of the minister’s goals, the BCTF Representative Assembly passed the following motions: That the government act on the commitment the minister made in the December 10, 2003, open cabinet meeting and dismiss the politically appointed council and hold elections for a democratic college. That teachers vote on remitting the funds now in the Democratic College Fund to the College of Teachers when: a democratically elected council is in place; there is a guarantee that by-law changes made by the political appointees not come into effect until ratified by the democratically elected council; and the requirement to report on college members is amended to be similar to those pertaining to other professional bodies. The new minister of education has agreed to meet with representatives of the BCTF to discuss our concerns about the college and other problems faced by teachers and students.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7924&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 4, January/February 2005 Classified advertising TRAVEL/VACATION LONG BEACH. Furn. 2 bd. suite, sleeps 6. Pets okay. Near Ucluelet, 10 min. drive from Pacific Rim Park. 250-726-2311, www.island.net/~s-kayak FRANCE. Ultimate vacations, privately owned, beautiful furn. 1 bd. central Paris. Provence lovely furn. house close to Avignon. Wkly/ mthly. 604-738-1876, 604-298-3904, i_roland@hotmail.com GALIANO ISLAND. Warm hospitality in beautiful architect designed house, 3 bd., self-accom. or BnB. 250-539-9863, www.cedarplace.com/jasmine SUNSHINE COAST (Davis Bay) cosy cottage, sleeps 4-6, fantastic ocean view, fenced yard, BBQ, call 604-826-3807, www3.telus.net/sechelthouse WHISTLER Alta Lake, waterfront, 1 bd. condo, sleeps 4, 1 km to village, FP, TV/VCR/ DVD. summer/winter rates, 604-298-2070. KIHEI, MAUI. Large selection of fully equipped condos. Great beaches. Near shopping centre. Call Alf 604-291-1751, F: 604-291-9773, kihei@telus.net. SKI WHISTLER BLACKCOMB luxury condo, sleeps 4 or 5. Pool, hot tubs, ski-in-out, www. at-blackcomb.com, 604-929-6589. SUNSHINE COAST (Halfmoon Bay) cozy cedar cottage, sleeps 4-6, fantastic ocean view, F/P, BBQ. Call 604-885-7606 or www.blackberrycottagebc.com QUEEN CHARLOTTE ISLANDS. Fabulous "mothership" kayaking, wilderness adventure, unforgettable experiences. www.island.net/ ~archipel or 1-888-559-8317. MAUI. Privately owned, beautiful fully furn. 2 bd., 2 bath condo across from Kamaole beaches. Great complex, Great location. 250-598-6955, F: 250-598-6965. WHISTLER. Waterfront, 1 bd., fully stocked condo. Newly renovated, cozy and bright. 3 min. dr. to village. Sleeps 4. Carol 604-209-7220. WHISTLER. Townhouse, sleeps 8, fully equipped. 604-985-7669 or Gary 604-669-7212. MAUI KAMAOLE. Steps to Wailea and Kamaole Beach, fully equip. 1 bd., 2 baths, 2 pools, tennis, private garden. Suit 2 couples or family of 4. Owner rental. Evelyn 604-738-9295. tikkunyoga@shaw.ca WHISTLER GETAWAY. Pinecrest Estates, 5 bd., 1400 sq.ft. cabin, sauna, deck with BBQ, fully-equip. kitchen, DW, WD, wood stove (wood provided). Rates from $175/nt. (seasonal) glush@shaw.ca or 604-936-3346. WHISTLER Creekside townhouse for rent. Sleeps 8, 2 baths, view of Alpha Lake. 604-535-3447. SUNNY KIHEI Maui, sandy beaches, pools, tennis. From $80 US/night. www.kiheicondo experts.com, 1-866-936-MAUI. DREAMING OF A BEACH VACATION? Stay in one of our private waterfront homes in Mexico and Canada. 1-888-848-2231, www.globalhavens.com HOME AWAY FROM HOME Beautiful Lake Okanagan View Homes, available by the week. 250-494-0872. BLACKCOMB Luxury 2 bd/loft, 3 bath, sleeps 7, ski-in, ski-out, 604-940-0156. APEX MOUNTAIN Spacious mountain ski cabins. Rent by weekend or week. 250-494-0872. SUNSHINE COAST waterfront cottage fully equipped, sleeps 4, F/P, BBQ, W/D, 604-885-1921, email twolees@dccnet DISCOVER FRANCE ON TWO WHEELS This is not your ordinary Tour de France. Cycle by fields of sunflowers and magnificant chateaux. Explore the delights of rural France from our framhouse in the Loire Valley. Guided by the unbound enthusiasm of a Francophile teacher, the 10 day tours depart July 5 and 15. www.travellers-tale.com, email: info@ travellers-tale.com. Exclusive to Panorama Travel 1-800-320-3377, BC reg #2683. DETOUR COLONIAL MEXICO. Photo Safari to the Treasures of Colonial Mexico with photographer Dannielle Hayes for professionals and amateurs, February 14-22; be part of the traditional Easter celebrations in Oaxaca; Join artist and instructor Helen Hunter in the Treasures of Colonial Mexico for Artists tour to the colonial cities of San Miguel and Guanajuato, April 1-11. Explore retirement opportunities in San Miguel in July. Small groups & memorable experiences. www.detours.biz, 604-733-8242. WHISTLER 1 bd. condo (Whistler Creekside) sleeps 4, F/P, hot tub, swimming pool, sauna, kitchen fully equipped, u/ground parking, close to lift and stores. Call Jan or John at 604-530-0958. SILVER STAR in Vernon. Ski in/out at brand new luxurious 2 bd., 2 bath condo. Sleeps 6, full kitchen, 3 TVs, DVDs, F/P, etc. etc. e-mail JennRoss@shaw.ca. Pics at www.vernonbc. com, click on "The Wildwood." SILVER STAR Mountain, Vernon. New Creekside ski-in/out 2 bd. condo. Sleeps max. 7 with queenbed, s/dbl bunk, qu. pullout in main. Fully equipped, N/S. A perfect winter getaway! 250-545-1141, www.silverstarchalet.ca. SUNSHINE VALLEY Hope, BC. Chalet in the mountains close to Manning park. Sleeps 6 to 8 people. Quiet, serene surroundings, cozy fireplace, all amenities. Avail. mid-week and weekends. 604-535-2793. QUALICUM BEACH Dandelion Cottage. 1 bd., full kitchen, private suite. Cozy and comfortable, peaceful, nr. beach. Winter weekend specials, wkly & mnthly rates. 250-752-5127. www.geocities.com/ dandelioncottageca/ QUADRA ISLAND W/F cottage rental, summer 2005. Also varied other accommodations. 1-800-661-9441. GABRIOLA COTTAGE Private, 2 bd., sleeps 6, kitchen, yard, sandy beach access, ideal for young children, N/P, N/S, $775/wk. 250-247-9883, e-mail boysen@shaw.ca, www.gabriolacottage.netfirms.com. QUALICUM BEACH Vancouver Is. Escape winter. Self-contained suite across from ocean. $650/mo., $300/wk. 250-738-0192, e-mail agh@shaw.ca, www.oceansideretreat.ca. CYCLE FRANCE 7-day cycling tours of southwest France and Dordogne River valley. Visit prehistoric caves, Roman ruins, medieval castles. linguistic and cultural immersion. Experienced guide a BC teacher. 4 tours in July and August 2005. $1555 early bird rate incl. all meals, visits, bicycles, 7 nights accom. in Roque-Gageac, France. Contact Jon at jcpreston@shaw.ca for mor info. SUNPEAKS RESORT 1 bd. condo with hot tub. Ski-in with 4 min. walk ski-out, and 5 min. walk to the village. King-size bed, W/D, full kitchen, heated garage. Call 604-908-2512, e-mail tony@sunpeakscondos.ca or visit www.sunpeakscondos.ca. SPRING BREAK PALM DESERT Fabulous Marriott Desert Springs Resort. 36h golf, 18 tennis, luxury spa. Villa unit on golf course. March 4-11/20-27/April 9-16. Big savings. 604-338-9823. WHISTLER Alpine Meadows, 3 bd. chalet, sleeps 6. Fully equip. kitchen, wood stove. Close to Meadow Park Arena. Call John 604-987-7619. FOR RENT/EXCHANGE VANCOUVER. Clean, bright, quiet, centrally located condos at Robson & Bute. 1 bd. $85/single, 2 bd. $95-$105/ single. Daily/ weekly/monthly rates. 604-608-4268, dbemc@hotmail.com . HOUSE/PET SIT. Retired couple available for April/May. Contact ccmain@shaw.ca KITS CONDO 1 bd., furnished, near beach. Available from March until July. 604-737-7181. VANCOUVER 1 bd. condo avail. for Spring Break. Attractive modern furn. on quiet 7th Ave. near Granville, a few min. walk or bike to Kits, Granville Island. Reasonable rates. 604-886-2417. VANCOUVER GRANVILLE IS. 2 bd. furnished apt. available June, July, August 2005. Balcony overlooking city and False Creek. 250-334-4897. jfhurley@island.net WANTED TO RENT: House/condo for small family reunion in Vancouver. We are a quiet family of 10 who would like to rent a house in the Oak St. to UBC area for March 29/30 to April 3. Contact Patty at thomason@shaw.ca or call 250-542-6136. MISCELLANEOUS MASTER OF SPECIAL EDUCATION by coursework offered by Flinders University of S. Australia is recognized by the B.C. Teacher Qualification Service. The degree is available entirely in distance mode. Applications are invited now for commencement of study in 2005. More information at: http://ehlt-online. flinders.edu.au/bc or from the program co-ordinator, Bernice.Burnip@ flinders.edu.au www.findAtutor.ca Students looking for tutors, tutors looking for students. A comprehensive tutor listing service in Canada. Accepting listings from throughout BC. To advertise tutoring, or to search for a tutor, visit www.findAtutor.ca RETIRING? Undecided about the Joint Life Option? Order Choosing the Right Options, a straightforward guide/ workbook for selecting the best option for your situation. Cost: $15. Mail Ken Smith, 5120 Ewart St., Burnaby, BC V5J 2W2 or phone BCTF Lesson Aids. SHOESTRING THEATRE presents eight plays for junior/intermediate pupils to act in! Successfully produced and performed by hundreds of kids in BC and Ontario, since 1986. Contact Duncan Smith 250-477-9989, duncanawsmith@shaw.ca USE YOUR MOUSE to find your house! Victoria, Sooke & Sidney. Thinking of buying or selling, click on Victoria’s top real estate website, free reports and MLS listings with full addresses at www.carollivingstone.ca. Carol Livingstone, B.Ed., Re/Max Camosun, carol@carollivingstone.com, toll free 1-800-663-2121, 250-744-3301. TUTORS NEEDED: Vancouver Academic Tutoring Services Inc. is now accepting applications for part-time tutoring in all subjects and grades starting immediately. Contracts are located at various locations in the Lower Mainland. Flex hours, $20/hr. min. Need ref, resume, transcripts, practicum report/principal evaluation. BCCT certification or document supporting BCCT application in progress. Car req. Contract til June 2005. Please leave name, phone and area of teaching concentration at 604-844-8177. FOR SALE by owner. North Delta. 3 bd. bungalow on beautifully landscaped 6200 sq.ft. lot. 1 1/2 bath. Gleaming hardwood (laminate) floors. F/P. Large util. rm. 4 appl. Gas furnace. Covered patio. Carport. Approx. 1150 sq.ft. 20x30’ established organic veg. garden. 10x12’ shed/wkshop. Fenced for children and/or pets. Recently renovated. Nr. all amen. & schools. Min. to White Rock & beach. $360,000. 604-598-8588 after 6 pm or lv message. WANTED TO PURCHASE Lakefront cottage in good condition on the Shuswap or Okanagan Lakes. No leases. 250-744-1053. RESOURCES CLASSROOM MATH GAMES and puzzles. www.edumathresources.com SCIENCE ACTIVITIES for the visual learner. Designed for junior science and senior biology in BC. To order, phone 604-852-0923 or e-mail davidhague@uniserve.com, www.visuallearner.ca AWARD WINNING CHILDREN’S PERFORMERS ‘The Buddy System’ bring social responsibility curriculum to life with dynamic, fun school concerts. FREE CDs and activity books with booking. 604-215-2760 or info@buddy-system.org. CLASSROOM TEACHERS — K to 6. Check out "Fun with Drama," Volumes 1, 2; Le théâtre en classe, Volumes 1, 2. (Feb. 05). Plays integrate drama, literacy, FSL, music, math, geography, history, visual arts, social skills, inter-racial respect, conflict resolution. Fun to read or produce with students and write original plays with class! Contact 613-834-5091 or e-mail funwithdramakids@yahoo.ca, www.kidsfunwithdrama.com FREE SCIENCE MATERIALS for your classroom! The Society of Automotive Engineers offers 4 different science/technology kits to teachers in Grades 4-9. The kits are ideal for hands-on investigations into Dorce/Motion and Electricity concepts. Refer to the SAE webside for an overview of the materials, www.sae. org/foundation/awim/. There is no charge for the kits or for the workshops offered to educators in after-school sessions or on ProD days. For workshop requests contact David Barnum 604-740-0806, dbarnum@ dccnet.com, Bev Parslow 604-986-3094, bparslowca@yahoo.ca. BLUEPRINT FOR WILD CLASSES! Teach your children about Burns Bog. Book a tour! Buy a book! Buy a video! For rates and prices, contact Burns Bog Conservation Society, 604-572-0373 or 1-888-850-6264, www.burnsbog.org. TEACHING SOCIAL STUDIES? If you use Pathways, Crossroads, Horizons, this test series is for you. See members.shaw.ca/ testbank1 for samples.)
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(20141006,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2014/09/tentative-agreement-yes-or-no.html?showComment0751410979672457,Staffroom Confidential: Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, September 16, 2014 Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Despite what I know was a herculean effort on the part of our bargaining team, I very much hope that BC teachers will vote no to the tentative agreement. After five weeks of strike, and twelve years of legal battles, this is not the deal that will restore sanity to public education and it is not a fair deal for teachers and students. Just as teachers in Saskatchewan rejected a deal to ensure a better outcome, I hope BC teachers will consider a no vote to let our team know we have to go back to the bargaining table. Class size, composition The agreement provided a modified LIF fund starting at $75 million per year and increasing to $85 by the last year. It is for teachers only, which will mean a slight improvement in Districts where sizeable portions were spent on Education Assistants or senior District staff rather than teachers. However, in an average size District like Victoria (20,000 students, 1,000 teachers), this will translate into about 5-10 more teachers. That is one for every five schools. To put it in comparison, Justice Griffin's judgement estimated the lost funding due to lost class size language at about $330 million in current dollars. (Read more here about the proposed Education Fund.) I heard so many teachers speak up about the need to ensure that we do not return to over-crowded classes when the strike ends. This agreement does very little to alleviate what is the most pressing issue. Throwing away the court victory The agreement provides a "reopener" in the event we win on appeal our class size language. What this means is that the language returns, but is not implemented until new language is negotiated. Without the actual implementation of the returned language, there will be very little incentive for the government to bargain it back. We would essentially be back in the very same position we are in today, with government trying to bargain it out and us trying to bargain it back in. In my opinion, even if we were legislated back to work we would be in a superior position. If we won the appeal the government would then be forced to implement the language. We are thus throwing away our historic court victory and the bargaining pressure it potentially creates. The reopener is really only mildly less offensive than E80. In both cases, we have to bargain back what was illegally taken from our contract and the government will probably never have to restore it. In fact, the "reopener" creates the perfect opportunity for government to lock us out to try and force us to agree to something far inferior. Throwing away the remedy for the last twelve years The agreement provides $105 million to compensate for grievances over-sized classes for the last twelve years. Using Justice Griffin's estimates, our loss is roughly $300 million times 12 = over $3 billion. I cannot fathom how $105 million is a fair compromise. The BCTF's original proposal to put this money back into the system was a more fair and productive approach. This agreement means we can no longer go to the courts for a fair remedy. Wages The agreement is very close to government's original offer. While I would be willing to accept this if the class size language was returned, teachers should not be taking such a significant monetary loss without the commensurate gain in working conditions. We have lost roughly 12% of our annual salary. We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut. Minimal improvements There are very minimal improvements in preparation time for elementary teachers (10 minutes per week), and TTOC daily rate. The TTOC daily rate change may depend on your grid placement. It could actually be a wage loss for long term TTOCs who are above category 5 and step 7. There is also $11 million in health and dental benefits. At 40,000 members, this is $275 each. Hardly worth consideration in the context of the rest of the agreement. What next? There are a variety of options if we vote no. We can continue the strike. We can choose to return to work and continue bargaining. We do not, and should not, accept an agreement that doesn't meet our needs and doesn't meet the needs of students and public education. When Saskatchewan teachers rejected the first deal which had 5.5% wage increases over four years, the second deal had 7.3% increases over four years. They have said this still isn't good enough. For us, our main issue is classroom conditions. We need to say this isn't good enough. The way to do that is to vote no. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 7:48 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 124 comments: Troy MooreSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:17 PM The EC recommendation states the open clause will be argued from restored language. However, selling our grievances for nothing as the 105 million is strike savings, is plenty of reason to vote no. Further, no composition caps, but a fund controlled by Superintendents is enough reason to vote no. Thursday I will vote no.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:06 PM Re-opener also says "education fund" in place until new language bargained, so old language can disappear forever.Delete Reply Mme RousseauSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:33 PM Government starved us to death hoping we'd vote yes to whatever deal they'd offer. Planned it from the start.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:07 PM We can sill choose (collectively) to return to work if we reject this deal. Many options.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:09 PM Great analysis, Tara! I think that returning to work would be a bad idea. This will frustrate parents more if they need to find new ways to deal with taking care fo kids. USe the money given to you by the other unions. I am a teacher who had to quit for stress over the terrible condition of work (split FI grade 4/5, several low LD kids with little support, one severe with no support, 2 gifted (no support), and a principal who expected me to teach 2 separate social studies AND science programs)Delete Reply Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:56 PM Good points by all but the gov't succeeded in starving my family out and completly breaking us. I will be voting YES and live to fight another dayReplyDelete Replies schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:21 PM 'Fight another day'? In the last twelve years that we have been pushing back against this government, never has the tide tide been so much with teachers, class size/composition, and public education - and never has the government been pushed back onto the ropes (especially with the call for binding arbitration). What 'other day' is being proposed that we wait for? Now is the time. Vote 'no' and give the BCTF bargaining team a renewed mandate to get a decent deal for students and teachers.Delete Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:10 PM "Another day" means to wake up and realize that 2more weeks means my family of 5 could lose our home. It means I will do all I can to recall Cc, Factbender, and other mla's, and maybe even having "a guy I know" have a chat with them. In year 1 of their reign, I don't believe they even know what "the ropes" are. I will vote YES ...for my family, and I can live with thatDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:12 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply Karen FergusonSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:03 PM Just a question: When the Saskatchewan teachers voted no, had they already been on strike for 5 weeks?ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM No. They are working with no contract. They are not on strike.Delete Shannon DavisSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:23 AM I am a Saskatchewan teacher. We are not on strike; we are currently in the conciliation process after voting "no" to 2 previous offersDelete Reply "Mama Rose"September 16, 2014 at 9:27 PM Can we truly return to work without agreeing and continue bargaining? When I suggested returning to work a few weeks ago, the answer was "being on strike puts pressure on the gov't and without pressure they have no reason to settle." And can you explain more how legislating us back would be better than agreeing to this deal? And finally, why would the BCTF executive put forward a deal that was not a good one?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:30 PM Because they need confirmation of the resolve of the membership to get something better. That is what a no vote does.Delete Reply Troylana MSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:28 PM some great points to ponder, tara......thinking thinking....ReplyDelete schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:43 PM If we vote 'no' to the tentative deal we still have options: We'd not have a contract. But we could... a) strike with full picket lines b) partially strike with phase 1 (work-to-rule) in schools c) partially strike with periodic/rotating job action d) continue negotiating e) return to work and re-escalate strike f) some/all of the above ReplyDelete Replies Caroline MackenzieSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:21 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:14 PM a) will expedite matters (I say less that 3 days)Delete Reply danabjornsonSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:05 PM I am thinking that a legislated, crappier contract would only be in effect for 2 years max (before elections...). If we take this offer, then we will be agreeing to this pseudo-E80. Should we win the court case (which we likely will), we will have to settle on the terms of the THIS negotiated contract which doesn't actually restore learning conditions; it simply allows for those conditions to be negotiated. If we say n, then we default to the 2002 contract, which DOES restore the language. A "yes" vote is saying that we are good on "crumbs"; a "no" vote is saying we want an actual meal. That's my understanding, anyway. Please correct me where I am wrong, Tara. :)ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:44 PM And word is IF they legislate, they could opt to legislate back Grade 10-12 only causing the union to have to lay off all teachers and re-hire based on seniority. That will tear the union at the seams pitting teacher against teacher for those positions. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:17 PM There will be a general strike if that were to happen! They better not do this. They will regret it.Delete Reply imaginefunlearningSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:09 PM Some good points on the background of our fight over the past 12 years, which I have been actively engaged in; however we need to recognize the climate we are in. We are not in Sask. people! We have just come through a very long summer!! We need to thank our @bctf bargaining team & recognize the toll this has taken on all of us & our families. I don't have the luxury of more time on the strike line. This may be as good as it gets. Let's read the agreement and consider getting back to work and making some $ again! That's my 2 cents worth, which would come in really handy right now!!!ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:18 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply RobSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:11 PM Go back in work to rule mode. Work this winter to recall every Liberal MLA. ThAt is the only way to apply pressure to these criminals. ReplyDelete Replies Kate RestonSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:03 PM Recall! Not sure who won the battle but the war is still onDelete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:14 AM Well said Kate... I agree 100%Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:20 PM I think say NO and a better deal will be done in less than 3 days. These guys are not criminals, they are lower than that. I bet they get a sick pleasure in hurting the kids and the teachers.Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:31 PM An official recall is in the works: https://www.facebook.com/groups/316129595235450/?fref=ts Please consider joining.Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:26 AM Leah - do you honestly think anyone who voted BC Liberal did so thinking that they would act any differently on the education file?Delete Reply JJSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:16 PM I am glad to see other members who share my views. I am outraged at a 1.2 percent "raise" in salary per year that doesn't even meet inflation of currently 2%. I feel used and abused.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:23 PM Not to mention all of the other pittance! I am actually surprised that Iker asked teachers to vote on this! Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:18 PM Hi Tara Thanks for the summary! Will we be able to vote NO to the deal, but vote YES to returning to work? Will there be three options when we vote Thursday? Why did the BCTF agree to a substandard deal for us? If we vote no to a deal that was recommended to us, the teachers look like the bad guys and public approval will plummet. I am very disappointed and frustratedReplyDelete Replies KataSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:12 AM Public approval will not necessarily plummet. I have seen strikes where the membership has voted against the executive's "best results to date", and ended up with a better offer. This offer is an insult. The $300 million will not bring funding to the national average (I believe). More importantly, the wage offer is half of the average wage increase for public and private workers (StatsCan). Delete Reply MontySeptember 16, 2014 at 10:19 PM Thank you, Tara. My thoughts too, more clearly expressed. As well, Thursday is too soon to vote, too soon to vote, too soon to vote........ReplyDelete Richard ChalkeSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:21 PM Vote no and lose every shred of public support...just sayin!ReplyDelete Replies UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:31 AM I am a member of the public and would support a "no" vote. js!.Delete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:01 AM Richard Chalke, NO you won't! I am a mother with 3 adopted special needs children who need to be in a class that is designed for them and others like them (my kids are academically slightly delayed but their issues are more social and behavioural) where they can receive the education they deserve taught in a way they can comprehend. I will speak now for all the parents I know, and we will support the teacher's if they continue to fight for our children's best interest.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:28 PM It might not be pretty at first, but once we explain things (and I hope the Mandarin-speaking teachers flood the Richmond organization that voiced their concerns), they will back us. The 3 billions that the judge came to is the first I hear about. This should be stated to every newsmedia comment section in the province. Minimize pickets and flood those outlets with commenters, just like the Liberals do. Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:45 PM I am a member of the public and a single Mother of a child in the public school system. You will NOT lose one bit of my support if you vote no. I know that you are sacrificing so that my child can have a better education, and I am most grateful for it. Having said that, I also know that you are exhausted and broke. I have been dreading that you may have to settle for less than what you (we) deserve because the government succeeded in breaking you. I am not in your shoes, so cannot judge. If the vote is a yes, I understand and I am still behind you. Delete Reply Alison RocheSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:25 PM It is a crap deal. It's always a crap deal. Once you raise the stakes to striking, anything else is a cave in. The last time we walked out was the 3 day illegal strike where I threw away 1200$ and got EXACTLY the same contract I had the year before. The BCTF called it a win because they didn't rip up MORE of my contract. Ridiculous. There are a few of us that believe that working to contract, doing 100% of your teaching job and nothing more (like paying for supplies out of your own pocket or EC) is the only way teachers will survive this government. What if they get re-elected again? Then what? Teachers have lost thousands to these clowns to make "statements" about the state of public education in this province. We can't keep sacrificing ourselves and our families. And in the meantime, you talk to parents about why you have to take this crappy road. Because up until this strike they mostly didn't care about the state of education, but god forbid you didn't run a Sports Day. Then suddenly they wanted to know what the hell was going on. Keep the conversation going in schools. Attend your PAC meetings and stop enabling this govt to underfund and overwork the system. And still get paid!ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:20 AM I am very excited at the prospect of returning to my beloved job on Friday. However I will NOT continue to put my personal money into my classroom and I will be seriously reconsidering my involvement in extra curriculars. I think we shoot ourselves in the foot with all the unpaid work we so willingly volunteer to do. Delete Reply FCSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:38 PM I heard a rumour last week from a loose lipped government insider that after the 22nd, depending on the outcome of the negotiations the Liberals were going to announce a 3 step process. I was not clear if this was based on 3 steps to resolve the strike (perhaps the 3rd step is legislation??) or 3 steps to overhaul the education system, either way, they will settle it outright. I wish you all luck and all the information that you need to make a sound decision of what you feel is best.ReplyDelete Replies Lisa BurrowsSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:53 PM I have heard similar rumours. On the 23rd, the gov. was planning on introducing a $6000 per year voucher system for 3 choices: an academic or trades program, or something called EducationCanada. Not clear whether their intention was to privatize the public system, de-certify teachers and hire them back under new wage/benefits. Not clear where these rumours originated from. Maybe fear tactics to get teachers to vote yes. In any event, I plan on voting yes. I signed up to be a teacher, not a martyr. This strike has cost us a lot. We need to regain our livelihood and hopefully continue the conversation about class composition. We have at least awakened many people to the issue, and the court case is still an avenue that could eventually improve teaching and learning conditions.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:33 PM I urge all teachers to fight and say NO to this deal. Retired teacher who had to retire because horrendous work conditions. Make me proud. They will not last long if you say NO! I know this is tough, but there is money and I hear that Van City does offer loan at low to 0 %. Banks do allow you to miss a mortgage payment. Go talki to your banker.Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM Will school districts require teachers to make up missed days, as suggested in the media? Will the school calendar be changing to make up for the missed three weeks and if so will we be made aware of those changes PRIOR to the vote? ReplyDelete KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:41 PM "Wages..... We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut." And that is the cost of going on strike!!! There is nothing that can be done about that. You cannot go on strike and put up the raise you want every week to compensate for your time on strike - it doesn't work that way.ReplyDelete Replies Drew StevensonSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:59 AM I believe the missing "..." Suggests that they meant to refer to the losses against inflation since the last wage step increase. Thus this contract does not allow us to recover the buying power lost to inflation since the last non contract or "0%" year. Add those up and compare against the proposed increase and you see that by the end of the contract, we won't be able to afford the same value of goods (loaves of bread, watts of energy, litres of gas) that we could at the end of the last contracts term. It was not a comment about wages that were lost in the strike. Those are really small potatoes when compared to the grinding power of inflation over years and years. The next contract will use this latest for a bench mark so these losses to inflation will grind at all teachers for as long as they teach. A death of a thousand cuts to our ability to afford basic goods and services. Any raise less than inflation is a cut to the value placed on us and on our ability to pay our bills. Delete Reply Ed SSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:09 PM Having lost $20,000 (including summer school wages) as the single income for a family of five is far too much; I will be voting YES to the deal, unless the independently wealthy teachers out there who wish to continue the strike will pay my bills and mortgage for me.ReplyDelete Replies Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:14 PM I feel ya. Yes for meDelete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:18 AM Ed S. With all due respect (and I mean that), how did you lose $20,000 in the strike? Teachers were out 2 weeks (all out) before they were supposed to be in June, and now 3 weeks for the start of school? It is my understanding that teachers don't get paid through the summer months. Please correct me if I'm wrong, wherever I'm wrong. Shouldn't you have been financially alright for the summer months at least? Also all teachers knew this strike had a possibility of extending into the new school year but no one teacher budgeted for this possibility? I'm truly just trying to get a clear picture of where this all stems. NO disrespect intended.Delete BlairSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:12 AM Kelly, not Ed but if you look at the numbers there was the 10% lockout haircut in May/June plus the loss of most of June and the loss of much of September. In our 1 teacher (1 non) household we calculated a $9 K - $10 K loss so far. If you add summer school earnings you can easily make the loss in the $20 k zone. As for budgeting, we budget for the summer, but did not expect the 10% haircut, nor the loss of June/Sept days which completely messed our budgeting calculations. A very good friend (single teaching mother) was crushed by the loss of the June income and is without a penny today.Delete Mr. SmoothSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:35 PM The only one who didn't get a haircut was Jim Iker... and he needs one more than anyone else. What's with that over-coiffed 70"s mullet Jim? Does wonders for the BCTF brand image!Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:55 PM Jim's hair is not open for discussion in a respectful space like this. As for his salary, he is a teacher who does not get paid when we are on strike.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:04 PM Totally agree!Delete Reply Mr. GSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:24 PM If I thought they could do any better I would agree with voting NO, but you have to be realistic. The BCTF does not use professionals to bargain and always ends up with much less than they promise the membership when asking for a strike vote. While this is not a great deal for teachers, I really think you're fooling yourself if you think it'll get any better.ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:02 AM BCTF needs to be replaced with younger more adept representatives and advocates. Also, we should be hiring professional contract negotiators - you don't go into battle with cut throat corporate types with a wooden knife. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:37 PM This is BAD deal! Say NO to it and show those (expletives) that we will not take it anymore! Come on! Show them that teachers have a spine! They will respect us, oddly!Delete Reply retaSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:51 PM I agree with Richard. Those in the public that are uniformed would be furious, and there are many teachers who just can't afford to use their wages as their voice any longer - too much has already been donated to the government. In my opinion, the deal is pretty lame. I am sitting on the fence.ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:24 AM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:26 AM So true!!! I cannot afford to fight this battle for public education any longer. Why is this my personal and professional obligation??? However I think this deal is weak weak weak. I also think its the best we are going to get. Ideologically I'm on the fence but my wallet will vote YES.Delete Reply SirThinksToo MuchSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:54 PM My wife and I will be voting "Yes" on Thursday for it is the middle path. The easy path would have been for us to go back to school with E-80 & E-81 over our heads. The difficult path would be for us to vote "No" and put our mortgage at risk and having to continue asking retired parents for handouts to feed a family with three kids. The middle path is the wisest choice for us considering the current political climate in which those who do not teach are the quickest to judge it harshly.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:41 PM I understand that this is really tough for you! I almost died teaching a few month ago. I had to quit. Please consider holding on and say no. Remember the short loss in salary will be offset in the LONG-RUn by better salary increase. This is a joke! They will be laughing at you even more if we accept this. This is a very bad deal! However, I do respect your position!Delete Reply DaleSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:16 AM Why would classroom conditions be better on October 9th after being legislated back? We have been outplayed because of our stubborn refusal to outdated, tired old tactics. It is because of these actions that have led us to this terrible deal. Time to reset, regroup and stock up for the long haul. Can't do it if half the members commit hara kiri on themselves. We are a union of professionals not a cult. ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:49 AM Could not agree more.Delete schreck!September 17, 2014 at 9:44 AM Could you please advise which tactics you believe could have been used to secure a superior deal?Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:47 AM Full disclosure: I'm a BC Liberal supporter. The only people who would benefit from a NO vote are the BC Liberals. Teachers would be bargaining with no leverage whatsoever and would be viewed by a large segment of the population as unreasonable. The BC Liberals then get portray themselves as the only party capable of dealing with the BCTF. schreck! says that the BCTF has the government on the ropes, but he couldn't be farther from the truth. The government wants people to view the BCTF as their primary opponent. Disputes like this just shore up the BC Liberal base and protect its right flank. Any half-baked recall campaign will only reinforce that. It's true teachers aren't going to recoup the lost wages from the strike. I would suggest to you that that means this job action was probably not in teachers' interests, especially without any sort of appreciable strike fund. This is the best deal teachers were ever going to get with this government and people should have been able to recognize that in June. If you want my advice (which you probably don't), it would be to spend the next 5 years building up a strike fund, electing better leaders, and hiring a professional negotiating team. Don't bring a knife to a gunfight and expect things to go well. Focus on getting the best deal you can from whoever the government is rather than trying to change the government, the HST, Kinder Morgan or a thousand different issues that distract from education and erode the union's finances further. You'd be doing yourself a favour, and probably doing the NDP a favour at the same time. Also, if schreck! is David Schreck, you can thank his opposition to STV for the last two BC Liberal majorities. I know I do.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:11 PM One step would be to stop making political contributions to the NDP. This only contributes to the childish animosity and lack of trust that has constantly characterized negotiations. How else can the Socreds/Liberals view teachers except as enemies when they so publicly support their opponents. This stupid confrontational immature approach has to STOP!!!!! Education should not be a political fight when it is so obviously a valuable benefit to our society. It was an NDP government that legislated teachers back to work in 1993. Stop making education a political fight.Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:10 PM I don't think they have to go that far. CUPE and the Nurses still contribute to the NDP yet they don't have the same acrimonious relationship. CUPE and the Nurses just make their members their priority, and broader advocacy second.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:55 PM Ryan (possibly a Liberal paid commenter), with all due respect, I disagree with you. The cumulative increase in lieu of this will be better. Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can. I say to Iker, ask for 6% over 3 years because these people love to play the 15% over 15 year game to make it so big on the surface. Some people think that this is 15% every year. Believe me! I have seen it in comment sections. Others believe that the 15% is too high not understanding that they must divide things over the duration of the contract. It is time that we play it smarter. It is time to put the foot down and ask for money given to us by other unions, if it is needed. Banks can accept one late mortgage payment. It would be suicidal for them to not help. Imagine the possible damage if that ever leaks out. They could lose a lot in teacher money. I for one would pull my money out of a bank in support! Teachers are going to show this government that we have a spine! Enough is enough! Aren't you tired of being treated like kids? (Retired teacher who almost died in a car accident because of work conditions that were horrendous. I had to quit.)Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 AM Not paid by the BC Liberals. I pay them actually... :/ I imagine astroturfers of any affiliation wouldn't disclose their bias. "Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can." How did that work in May 2013? If the teachers reject a contract that their own union endorsed, it will make teachers seem unreasonable. Whether that perception is true or fair is irrelevant. It's what will happen, and teachers will be weaker as a result. Take my advice. Build up a strike fund and focus on the internal governance of the BCTF for the next 6 years. You'll be better off for it. Or not. I don't mind you or others making it easier for the party I support to get elected. I'd just rather not see kids and teachers hurt in the process.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:37 AM Ah! The "don't-hurt-kids" card, hey, when you have underfunded education for 12 years! WOW! That takes the cake! Are your trolling? Oh! You are serious? :) Would you be surprised if I don't follow your advice, considering your lack of logic? Would you be surprised if others don't follow your advice? It is ttue that bullies like you and your ilks love to show who is the boss, who is the teacher now! I suspect that is at the root of the problem! No one wants to fail in school! No one wants to get the strap! Sad that today's teachers don't like it too! But, who cares, we are ... teachers! We deserve it! BAH! BAH! BAH!Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:22 PM That's fine. I look forward to another 16 years of BC Liberal government.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:41 PM 16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate! Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan! Sociopaths do that!Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 9:35 AM "16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate!" 16 years of our opponents still don't understand why they lost. Like I said, that's fine with me. If I said the Liberals would be in power for at least another 13 years back in 2004 you probably would have laughed too. Heck, if I told you on May 13 last year that the BC Liberals would be reelected on May 14 you'd probably have laughed too. And you were wrong. Why is that? Answer that question if you want the NDP to win the next election. Without a correct answer to it, the NDP's cause is hopeless. "Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan!" You feel they are flawed, and that's fine. I don't go around calling people who disagree with me sociopaths, nor do I accuse them of being paid shills. But I also don't feel much need to address your ad hominems. There are logical arguments to support your position, but argumentum ad hominem is not one of them. It's a textbook logical fallacy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 1:15 PM Ah! Now I get it! It is all ego-based! You think because you voted the winning party that you are a winner and we are losers! You think because you predicted that the Liberals would win, you are winner. That does not make YOU a winner or the Liberals! It is called DEMOGRAPHICS, you expletives. The baby boomers are getting old and because they have more assets and won't make a whole lot more for too long, they need to vote a govn't who is going to do just that! It is not rocket science! WOW! You think you are so superior when your party stole an election with 47% of the popular vote. That's not a majority and your party should not have been elected. BTW, did you delete from your ethical memory the words Ethnic voting scandal? The field is slanted and you know it. However, you are so willing to minimize, forget the scams and bad fairplay tactics like a sociopath is allowed to minimize or ignore his or victims emotions that you don't see that you are the loser, we are the victim of your constant bullying. 1% wage increases after years of 0% increases and you can justify that when Yahoo reports that the average Canadian can hope to get 2.5% this and next year: https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html You Liberals behave like fascists, but we can't call you that because that's not allowed! Well! Guess what? It is and you are. Live with it! You keep on dreaming you are a genius! :) I am retired, getting soon a nice pension, and laughing at you from a beach somewhere! AHAHA! Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 2:14 PM What's with the name calling Peter? For someone claiming to be retired you really don't show the wisdom of age. For someone who talks about logic, you use logical fallacies like ad hominems a lot too. It's a fair point that the BC Liberals didn't get a majority of the vote (and I'm a very big supporter of electoral reform). The BC Liberals + Conservatives did though, and I don't think it's realistic to expect the BC Conservatives to have been more generous had they been part of government. Last time I checked I just voted. I didn't "victimize" anyone. Perhaps your rage is misplaced. If you think the election was "stolen" I'm afraid I have to question your grasp on reality though. "Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?" I'm glad you'll have a pleasant retirement Peter. I have no ill will towards you. I'm not sure why you think I do. I'm not saying people were *right* to vote BC Liberal. That's a matter of opinion. All I'm saying is people *did* vote BC Liberal. More voted BC Liberal than BC NDP for the last 5 elections in a row actually. You need to understand why that happened in order to change it for the next election. Clearly you're not interested in that though. Which is fair enough. Just remember next time you're upset about something the BC Liberals do that your lack of interest is part of why the BC Liberals get elected at all.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 3:23 PM I love your culture --or the lack of thereof! Guess what, stop thinking averybody is white and must follow your little rules. Namecalling? Sociopath? Whaaaat? And, what if you are? Still can't call you that? :) You fascist right-wingers are big on censorship! I just don't like you giving us lessons on how to get the NDP in. As stated, people are voting right of the NDP because it is a matter of demographics and a little ethnic vote buying on the side. The rest is mumbo jombo. Yes, of course, they will have to go on strike in the future and yes they will have to build a strike fund. The Liberals stole that from the BCTF too! And, you wonder why I don't have any respect for them? Yes, electoral reform is needed! We agree!Delete Reply JJ GeorgeSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:46 AM As a parent, I support the teachers and respect whether they choose to vote yes or no. However I noticed a discrepancy here from other information I've read regarding prep time for elementary teachers. Here it states minimal improvement to prep time - only 10 minutes per week being added. Elsewhere I read that it is 100 minutes per week for prep, increasing by an additional 10 minutes in the final year. That is a significant difference, and worth noting. Or have I completely misunderstood?ReplyDelete Replies Anne-MarieSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:59 AM Elementary teachers currently have 90 minutes of preparation time per week so an increase to 100 minutes per week is only gaining 10 minutes. In other provinces and some private schools they have as much as 45 minutes of prep time per day.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:56 PM Thank you for inquiring!Delete DW ZSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:57 PM You're right JJ George. There is a significant difference around the province regarding preparation times. In my district elementary teachers currently get 100 minutes of prep time. This new proposal is useless to me. I'll have to wait 6 years to gain an extra 10 minutes. Delete Reply UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:11 AM Almost nobody gets cost of living adjustments. Also inflation is NOT 2%. Do some research and look at the CPI for BC over the last 24 months. The average over the last 2 years is 0.7%, not 2%. The CPI changes every month so you cant just look at the highest month and declare that THE inflation rate. Check out the 12 month averages document for the actual numbers. http://www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/StatisticsBySubject/Economy/ConsumerPriceIndex.aspx All that being said I support the teachers. if you think this is a bad deal as a parent my dream would be for the teachers to vote no but continue bargaining because I do think the kids need to be in school and I do fear that the teachers will lose all support if the strike continues. All I ask as a parent is that you do your own research and try not to be swayed by all the opinions. ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:01 AM Inflation for August was 2.1% (http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/economy/cpi-report-expected-to-reveal-rise-in-canadas-core-inflation-rate/article20593943/). The CPI is a year-over-year calculation.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:43 AM Inflation should be looked at as a yearly average, not an individual month.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:34 PM The lawyers do not believe we have compromised our court deal. Our leadership would not have sold us out. We dodged a bullet. The Premier had something loaded even if we are not sure what it was. The idea that we could simply return to work is not guaranteed. I think a no vote could easily lead to the Liberals locking us out again because the Premier wants to crush us and she will use any excuse. She did not want to take the advice of her people and do this deal. I am certain a plan for drastic action (where we have to take the concessions they had planned) or worse - was in place. We can't guarantee the press will do any better job explaining the complexities should we say no. They rarely sided with us in markets outside of Vancouver where people are more political and they often misled or allowed others to mislead. They are not helping and would sensationalize. This would see dissolution of support very quickly - especially if we asked for wages. (Though admittedly it angers me that we can't ask for wages without being accused of being greedy when that is what most bargaining units do). But we have argued this is about kids and while this is not ideal - it is better to have teachers than not. The deal does suck in that it does not bring us to par - but this fight needs to be won with a strategy that is political and capacity will do that in another round. We have some support - but it is limited to the choir. We need to have the pews too. We need to build that capacity while working and continue to find allies because the fight is bigger than most people want to consider. This is about ideology and about privatization. Education always was political but never more so than now and we have to fight this party or the conservatives who would do the same or worse. No teacher who is responsible can ignore the politics any longer. That is simply the truth. If you work in the system you better get informed and you better be prepared to fight until retirement for the system. That said, I want to ask the same question others are asking: Why is this the job of 42,000 teachers and not the job of all citizens who want equality to fight for this right? It is time (while the conversation is still on-going and up to and including election night) for us to guide the public where we can but mainly play our part by not propping the system up. Make poverty known. Make noise about shortfalls, ask questions (in the media or in board offices ) about who is going to fix it instead of paying ourselves, volunteer some but wait for the pubic to step up so they see what schools lack. I hate the deal too. But I trust Vince Ready and Iker and I don't think we could have done better right now. I think we dodged a bullet because I have read everything this government has put out and followed the trail. They plan to privatize and they are just looking for the route. Voting YES for now does not mean we are giving up. It does not mean a win in the way we wanted but we have won a battle that will lead to us winning the war. If we don't rest up and stock up we might not get there.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:57 PM Well, if it is bigger than just this battle, then we will need ALL the unions to strike if they do indeed use drastic (draconian) measures. I say it is time for ALL of the unions to call a general strike. I guarantee that they will not like that one bit. What will they do then? Call the army? :) People in Europe, at the end of the 19th century stood up in mines. General strikes do occur in Europe and have. If you think you had it tough, think of them who stood tall for US in tougher times and conditions. Make sacrifices. Sell furniture. Tutor on the side. Ask for the BCTF money. Ask your banker to help. As friends and relatives. If we say NO, it won't last long. If they legislate us back, let's call a general province-wide strike of all unions. Delete Reply Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:47 AM Between CC's smug smile as she celebrates slaughtered teachers and Jim Iker's goofy grin - seemingly unaware that he has been a willing puppet, I am thoroughly disgusted. Over the next 5 years, teachers will be in an increasingly bad situation financially, classrooms will continue to be too large and complex with increasing medical, social and environmental issues impacting academic delivery. It could not be less obvious that things will continue to worsen. The Liberals have ensured that BC is rapidly becoming the Canadian Monaco for rich off shore interests and wealthy corporations. Soon the underpaid "workers" will have to be bussed in daily to Vancouver - Asian style. The only recourse is to move to just about any other province and bring in up to $100,000 more over the six years with much less cost of living. So we are bailing, encouraged by friends who have gotten positions in Manitoba and Alberta. My colleagues and I discovered through contacting several school boards across Canada that specialist (special needs and behavioural) and secondary science teachers are in particular demand. I want to work in a professional, respectful environment where the needs of all children are considered a priority and where I feel inspired to do my best. However, I want my vote to reflect the wishes of teachers who will be here over the next 6 (5) years, so very much appreciate your blog and opportunity to read the comments.ReplyDelete Bert SlaterSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:11 AM To vote YES will throw away 12 years of effort, and 2 victories in BC Supreme Court. To vote YES will be to snatch defeat from the jaws of victory. If you vote YES what bargaining power do you think you will have - the government will do nothing, and then what do you think you will do - take job action? PLEASE VOTE NO.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:59 PM Time to show you have a spine!Delete Reply RodSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:06 AM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Cool HandSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 AM Wouldn't a 'No' vote be a vote of no confidence in the BCTF itself?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:02 AM Not at all. It is just a message to the leadership we need to do better. The strength of the union is the members, and we support the leadership by giving them direction through democratic means.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:40 PM I disagree. How else can a recommendation by the EC to vote yes be interpreted? Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:00 PM I am sure people will interpret this both ways, but it is a vote. If it is supposed to be a "Yes", because it might be interpreted one way, then why bother having a vote?Delete Kate TSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:07 AM Yes , it would be. I don't think we could come out much better than this with this government. How will a No obtain that? Christy will be happy, she can declare the BCTF gone and roll out her plan to privatize. Delete Reply David DeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:06 AM A no vote would be a rejection of a the court victories defied by the government and an inadequate deal containing some vague promises that won't meet the needs of teachers or students on class size and other important issues.In Ontario elementary teachers get 200 minutes of prep time per 5 day cycle. I know there is financial hardship, but the union has received close to $2 million in donations from other unions; is there no way of accessing hardship funds? At minimum, vote no and return to work on work to rule with various strike options.ReplyDelete Erica JonesSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:25 AM This article actually makes me so mad. It is NOT better for the kids that they have missed almost all of june and all of september. This is what you signed up for in BC as a teacher. Get on board or GET OUT.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:20 PM Is this really what teachers signed up for? At my high school, each class has about 30 kids, with an average of 17 kids per classroom with an identified learning disability. Our district says that there should be no more than 4 kids per classroom.. How do you expect non-specialist teachers to help each student when over half of them require more resources because of a learning disability? Furthermore, are you generalizing the "better-ness" to all the kids in BC? Because I don't think that it would be better if kids went back considering the learning environment isn't up to par. There are barely any Education Assistants, and support teachers for the multitude of children who need them. While I recognize and appreciate your enthusiasm for education, please realize that the public school system isn't a daycare. Also, please think about your words and the learning environment prior to speaking out. By the way, we're not an autocracy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:08 PM I can understand your frustration! Understand mine! I almost died at 7:30 pm one night returning from teaching a FI split class with several students who did not get enough support or no support at all. The principal expressed to me that he expected me to teach 2 different social studies programs and 2 different science programs. ANYONE I talked to knows that this is impossible to do, especially in French Immersion when kids get no support at home and books are often too hard for students to read. I had to quit my job. I did it for me and did it for the kids. I was like a surgeon who is asked to operate on 5 patients with an old scalpel with 2 inexperienced nurses. Predictably, 4 patients would die and I would be reprimanded! Teachers are put in terrible conditions and kids too. I hope you have the openmind to consider the reality of this honest personal anecdote. I also wish you to understand that this is likely not an isolated incident. What will it take? A kid to commit suicide because he or she is not getitng enough support?Delete Reply hilarySeptember 17, 2014 at 10:29 AM It is incorrect to equate lost funding with what the teachers would have received in grievances. The two are not equivalent. The starting position of the BCTF was $225M, so they never expected $3B to resolve grievances. I'm also interested to know where you get your figures on overcrowded classrooms. A recent Globe and Mail article says that classrooms are, on average, smaller than the caps set in 2002.ReplyDelete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:36 AM The signing bonus should be roughly $2500 each: 105 million divided by 41 thousand.ReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:53 AM It is not that simple. The $105 million is to be allocated by the union. The term "signing bonus" has been crossed off on the signed document. Some of that money may be used to pay union debts. Don't know this but clarification would be useful.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:16 PM Just quoting from the CBC news website, "And finally there are details of $105-million fund to settle grievances stemming from the ongoing court case. The BCTF says that money will be given out as a signing bonus, with specific amount yet to be determined."Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:34 AM I think it would be smart to put at least part of it into your strike fund.Delete Reply WheelsSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:55 AM If the money is used as a signing bonus, it should be based on FTEReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:12 PM Yes I am sure it will be based on FTE. The question is how much of the $105 Million is actually distributed. This is up to the union, and I am told that it is yet to be decided.Delete GuruSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:44 PM And don't forget all the retired teachers who are entitled to a share of it.Delete Reply Geoff OrmeSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:18 PM In another discussion of this someone suggested that under BC Labour Law a no vote means rejection of the proposed deal, and that means the strike continues until either: - the union in question elects to stand down - another tentative deal is presented or - the government imposes a legislated contract. I think the last of these is the most likely, and I believe the legislated contract would be draconian and brutal. What do you think, Tara? Also, I would appreciate your thoughts on Sandy Garossino's comments at https://storify.com/Garossino/should-teachers-accept-the-contractReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:14 PM If this is so, in a few month (likely a couple of years), teachers will win so much more with a Supreme Court judgment! It is possible that the Liberals know that the higher courts are stacked by Liberal judges (that is what happen when judges are chosen, not elected). In any case, a negative settlement (or not a great judgment) will galvinize the public to reform the way the Supreme court judges are being chosen. I doubt that any govn't will want that to happen. A legislated contract will make the LIbs look like sociopaths and dictators.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:47 PM Peter I think you are expecting far too much from the public, many of whom are only paying attention to this matter due to kids being home from school. The public are not remotely this savvy on the political process.Delete Reply IslanderSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:09 PM I am a continuing education teacher. We have it even worse and we are not listened to enough about our poor conditions. Those include no prep time (and we do have to mark and do report cards many times a year sometimes and commonly for 30 students in a class), travelling to different schools with no compensation, and having next to no breaks in between 3 hour classes. I worked for two years with no lunch break and taught 6 hours straight (just 15 min. breaks) to be told, "don't complain since there are others who will do it". We then got 15 min. breaks in between classes. Most of our students are wealthy immigrants, many who try to stay in classes as long as possible since the classes are free. After spending a year in Germany, I realize how better organized it is where the immigrants pay to learn the language on a sliding scale, and have to pay for a student book as well for each class. We do not even have text books, but photocopy so much at tax payers' expense. This is not right. I then teach summer school since we were not on a 12 month continual salary and most of those students are also immigrants (at least 75%). This is also free and it is becoming so common and the new immigrants know this is free babysitting and tutoring. I think one main problem is that we have so many new immigrants in our classes who need ESL like this article states about our inclusion style of education nowadays: http://www.vancouversun.com/life/Shelley+Fralic+trouble+with+schools/10203596/story.html I am honored to be teaching and like my job, but it does get exhausting especially since I need two or three jobs to pay the mortgage that I now no longer have.. back to renting since it all I can afford in this city that has become so expensive. And many don't realize that it is very very difficult to get to full time work as a teacher here. There was a formula that made it take about 10 years to get to f/t (now finally changed). I have been without pay for 3 months, and now had to finally rent a place in anticipation of returning to work, so I have to vote "yes", but please keep the comments coming for what alternatives we have. Maybe we have to just educate the public in a better way than picketing; maybe get out and walk around malls and talk to people and hand out pamphlets on how this liberal government is hurting this. Most Asians (probably just the new who are from such a different system) are already against the teachers since they do not seem to understand what is going on. http://www.vancouversun.com/Business/asia-pacific/Chuck+Chiang+Many+Asian+families+place+blame/10202757/story.htmlReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:17 PM First of all, myn thoughts are with you! I think your ideas about using different strategies is smart. Picketing is not a very good strategy to let people know about things. I think using the membership to flood media comment sections would be more effective. Going to talk to the public might be a good idea along with this, I think. Phone the BCTF and ask for support.Delete Reply Marsha HolleySeptember 17, 2014 at 1:36 PM A teachers wife Vote no you have come to far to back down. It is a -----Y DEAL. ReplyDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:45 PM Ask yourself WHY teachers cannot get 1/2 of the average increase in salary of the private sector? (The Libs will tell you because there are sooooooo many teachers, but I also hear that there are provinces where there is a need for teachers!) TORONTO - A new study says that Canadians, on average, can expect about the same size salary increase next year as in 2014. Human resources consultants Pal Benefits says a survey of 401 organizations, mainly in Ontario, Alberta and British Columbia, projected salary increase for 2015 at an average of 2.79 per cent. That was almost unchanged from the 2.74 per cent average increase projected in last year's survey. Meanwhile, in addition to the average salary increase remaining relatively steady year over year, the survey found that the percentage of employers who plan to freeze salaries appears to have stabilized at eight per cent —in the same percentages as was projected in 2014. Breaking down the numbers further, the survey found the average salary increase anticipated in the engineering, financial services and high technology sectors was three per cent. That compared with an average of 2.5 per cent on the low end for organizations in durable manufacturing. https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.htmlReplyDelete "Mama Rose"September 17, 2014 at 9:12 PM I used to agree with you, Tara, and appreciate you bringing these items to your blog to get us all thinking. But after a very long night and day of research and discussion, I realize I will be voting yes tomorrow. Here is why: I don't care about salary or benefit increases. That is not why I went on strike. I don't care if this tentative deal is not good for teachers. That's not why I went on strike either. For me, the single most important issue is class size and composition. I want to work in a classroom where I have enough time and resources available to me to adequately help all the students I teach. And while it is true that this tentative deal will not change anything in the classrooms right now (or at least most of our classrooms), I realized that we couldn't actually make changes in that area because the issues of cs and c is before the courts. When I made that connection and realized that this round of bargaining was really about a "good enough" agreement regarding wages, then the deal seems, well... good enough. BUT, the best part, is the language the BCTF legal team made around the furture court decision (the re-opener). They have it in writing that if we win the court case (which is likely) and when we have to start bargaining class size and comp again (that is exactly what Justice Susan Griffin said we would have to do) we will be STARTING from the 2002 levels. To make this simple to understand, I explained it to my friends using a number line. With this new language, the BCTF starts the next round of bargaining at say a 50. The government will want us to go to 10 or 15, and we'll compromise and end up maybe 25. But WITHOUT that language, we would have started bargaining at a 10 and only gone down from there. So I do believe it is the best deal possible, it still factors in the biggest issue (from my perspective), we do not lose the important gains of the past, and most importantly, everyone gets to go back to school.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 PM Mam Rose, I appreciate your point of view and your courage. However, let me point out to you and the readers that a decision at the BC supreme court might not turn out the way teachers anticipate. We all know that judges are appointed and who does the appointing? "All justices of the BCSC (including the position of Chief Justice and Associate Chief Justice) are appointed by the federal cabinet, on recommendation of the Minister of Justice. Masters are appointed by the provincial cabinet, on recommendation of the Attorney General in consultation with the Chief Justice." (Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Supreme_Court_of_British_Columbia) Now, I would like to think that all of those people are objective, but they are appointed and we know that there are political appointments. They have a lot of discretion over the laws and judgments. I am willing to bet that the BC Liberals do know this and are betitng the farm (or do they know something we don't know) that the Supreme Courts are stacked against teachers? So, I am not sure if we can count on a WIN if we proceed with the court ruling. I think we would be better to negotiate and negotiate a better deal.Delete Reply retaSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:57 AM Yes...no...yes...no...The last two days have been this. I’ve read so many articles and comments over the past few months and, I can say, I have learned a lot. I know this is not a great deal for teachers right now. I will be voting yes. This is why… 1. The children. Without going into the multiple issues (e.g., grad, post secondary, trades, sports, global education/trips, planned activities, those with varying degrees of special needs, those that need a soft place to land, etc., etc.) the children need to get on with their education. 2. The parents. For many parents, this strike is a financial burden. We do not like to be called baby sitters, but for many living below the poverty line, school is a financial relief. Winter is coming; gas bills will be expensive. 3. Poverty. Remember, BC has the highest child poverty rate in Canada. Schools feed and clothe numerous children. 4. The other systems educators work collaboratively with. MFCD, CYMH, foster parents, group homes, and the multitude of non-profit agencies that support vulnerable children and families are bursting at the seams. We are a part of that team. 5. CUPE. While some have been paid during this strike, that money is coming from districts. It was not provided by the government. And, CUPE is a partner in education - from the bus drivers to the tech dept to custodians to secretaries to EAs and so on. 6. Small Businesses. In our little towns, the school district is the number one employer. There is a direct cause-effect relationship between loss of wage and loss of business. 7. Money. The amount of money that is needed to reverse the erosion of the public education system over numerous years cannot be recouped in one sitting. This agreement is a start. It’s not much but the stage has been set. 8. THE COURT CASE. That is why we were on strike. All the other stuff could have been resolved months ago, but our government was working hard to make the court case go away. Well, it still exists. I consider that the victory. We live to fight another day (as rhetorical as that sounds) AND I hope people actually read the ruling and think critically about how a loss could impact the future of the Charter of Rights, and the power of government to contravene those rights. I am guessing we will vote to ratify as so many fear “what’s next?” from this government. It’s nasty business, and I think legislation would be next. VALUING PUBLIC EDUCATION needs to come from a STRONG, CONSISTENT public voice. If we do ratify the agreement, and those in the profession and public think we've given up, we have not. We’ve been fighting for years. We just haven’t been heard… until now. ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:21 AM I understand your point of view, but sometimes you have to fight to get what you want. This is a VERY bad deal, considering: Other people get on average 2.5% salary increases last year and this year and the next and the rest of us get 1% and must feel happy if we do.? (https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html) THIS DEAL is a horrendously BAD deal for kids/parents as well, of course. We are going to continue to be humiliated and be the laughing stock of many people of this province. After a decade of paycuts, WOW, this is what they are willing to offer! WOW! WOW! WOW!Delete Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:30 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Reply Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:37 PM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:08 PM Let's cross our fingers! I think we need a general strike by all unions if CC legislates teachers back. It is time to put the foot down and tell her and the Liberals that, as in the movie Network,"I am mad as hell and I won't take it anymore!"Delete Reply Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 8:26 PM Needs help on some stats for an online debate Looking for the last 10 or 15 years of contractual salary increases in %. So, 1% for 2001, 0% for 2002,...ReplyDelete Children FirstSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:00 PM Well it's all done now. Really hope the teacher's can find another angle to deal with class size and composition as well as student funding. The government will make sure the coming court case never swings your way no matter what. 2nd most expensive place to live in the the world!!! Wonder why and where the money goes??? ReplyDelete AnonSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 PM I'm an outsider, but have followed closely this whole fiasco and this is a RAW deal. Your union hung you out to dry on this one - taking a really bad deal (clearly no one from the BCTF had rudimentary math skills in their toolbox) and then publicly encouraging to the media that teachers accept the deal....what choice did you have - a no vote would have outraged the public. I could go on and on, but the bottom line, in my opinion, is that your union better get some stronger leaders who are PR and technology savvy. Out with Iker and the rest of those who bargained on your behalf - they just got ......well , we know that happened. Whew, can't even believe how screwed you got, absolutely amazing - nothing meaningful gained in the big picture and only very minor gains for a small group of people, bigger losses for the majority.. Wow - I better stop now. Best of luck. Thanks for all you do for our children. ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ▼  September (9) Reflections on the BC Teacher Strike BC Teacher strike - Lessons learned Response to Sandy Garossino Will the Education Fund improve classroom conditio... Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Class composition: a human rights perspective Class size and composition - a short visual histor... Guest post - I WILL HOLD THE LINE Teachers - let your leadership know it is time to ... ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media last tweet "" @ - 12:00am Follow @ last post "" facebook/ - Jan 1st Like Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8782,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, No. 5, April 2004 Ten new BCTF lesson aids 1 LA1071 The ABC's of English Grammar: A Twenty-First Century Handbook, Ron Rothnie, M.A. 140 p. ©2003. Self-directed study containing basic information and rules of grammar, practice exercises, an answer key, a glossary, and an index. The objective of the book is to offer basics in the English language so learners can refresh, improve, or even gain new skills in spoken and written English. Grades 6 and up. $22.95 2 LA2002 The Interactive Social Studies Classroom Student Centered Publications, 163 p. ©2004. The information in this book helps shift the responsibility for learning to the student and it develops a classroom where the student is an active participant. The book includes a rationale for incorporating the interactive process, a detailed explanation of the steps of the process, and forms for use when implementing the process, teacher evaluation, peer evaluation, and student reflection. Includes over 124 assignments for Grades 8–11 social studies. Activities also teach students social responsibility, academic and employment skills. Grades 8–11. $29.95 3 LA2037 The Middle East–Wall Map Knowers Ark Educational Foundation, 69 cm x 91 cm map, ©2004, Second Edition This full colour, double-sided, wall map/poster is a fact-packed education course on Middle Eastern issues and conditions and can be used for a fast-track orientation to Mid-East fundamentals. Side 1 is a high-resolution satellite image of the entire region from the Mediterranean to India. Side 2 includes detailed maps and charts of Iraq and Israel/Palestine; pre-1948 Palestine; Ancient Palestine-maps and historical chronology of 16 conquests since 1500 BC; West Bank; Gaza Strip; Oil and Gas; US Military Bases; International Treaties; Water systems-watersheds, pipelines, wells and desalination plants. Grades 4 and up. LA 2037A--Folded Wall Map $18, or 2037B--Laminated Wall Map . $35.45 4 LA9282 Our World, Sonja E. Schild, 63 p. ©2003. This workbook includes worksheets, maps (26 blackline maps and eight colour maps), a project evaluation form and an answer key. It is suitable for elementary schools, home schooling, ESL students, and students with special needs. The first half of the workbook teaches students the basics of world geography using maps, charts, and illustrations. The second reinforces and tests students on the subject matter using pictures, crossword puzzles and games. It requires research and encourages creative thinking and problem solving. Grades 3–7. $26.95 5 LA3048 Calculus Manual 1: Function Definitions for Students, E.E. Engstrom, 45 p. ©2003. This award-nominated calculus manual, "eye candy for calculus students" includes three chapters (with calculator computations). Chapter 1: functions, limits and rates of change; functions; function limits; strategy to use tangent lines to parabolas as slope predictors. Chapter 2: derivatives, derivative chain rule, derivative as rates of change, trig functions, derivaties of exponential and logarithmic functions, differentials, approximations, linear/ quadratic, linear approximations, applications, derivatives: graphing/ curve sketching, antiderivaties. Chapter 3: integral calculus, indefinite integrals, fundamental theorem of integral calculus, integration numerical. $18.95 6 LA8458 Math Activities on the Computer, Grades l–3, Produced by Evan-Moor Educational Publishers 80 p. ©1998 This illustrated book presents lessons that help young students practice mathematics concepts while they learn about and use computer drawing and keyboarding skills. Includes step-by-step directions for 26 lessons; reproducible templates for lessons; user-friendly manual; and computer skills checklist. Note that the book is produced in the USA and may contain some USA references. $19.95 7 LA8578 Take It to Your Seat Science Centers, Grades 3–4, Produced by Evan-Moor Educational Publishers 192 p. ©2004. This resource includes 14 self-contained centers for science and literacy skills, are easy to make with step-by-step directions and include full-colour covers and tasks cards. Topics include science vocabulary, space, animals, plants, simple machines, energy, human body and forms of matter. The book is produced in the USA and may contain some US references. $22.95 8 LA9321 Butter Churns and Stern Wheelers, Christine Galbecka and Alix MacNiel, 46 p. ©1999. This resource book about a farm boy's adventures in 19th century British Columbia includes readings and activities for Grade 4 and 5 students. Focussed on the B.C. Lower Mainland, the readings, exercises, and activities allow students to develop their critical thinking skills, extend their understanding of local history, and relate their life experiences to events in the story. Grades 4–5. $13 9 LA9328 Ontario: Land and People, Bill MacDonald, 40 p. ©2000. This resource book, designed for Grades 4–6 readers, is filled with information and activities on the Niagara Escarpment, the Great Lakes, Sainte Marier-Among-the Hurons, the Loyalists, rural-urban changes, growing fruit in Niagara, inside a gold mine, pollution, Toronto and much more about Canada’s most populated province. This book includes information and reproducible activities that develop reading comprehension skills through such topics as climate, natural resources and provincial capitals. Numerous maps are included to develop map skills. Grades 4–6. $14.95 10 LA2050 Sweatshops: Clothes, Victoria International Development Education Association, 28 p. ©2001. This booklet examines who makes the clothes we wear, looking behind the labels to the realities of the most globalized industry in the evolving global economy. This resource book is a tool for education and action in the classroom, in campus, in the union movement and for the general public. This booklet is part of VIDEA's Sweatshops series focussing on the global production line and linking producers and consumers. Grades 8 to Adult. $7.50 Many curriculum resources and information are available at www.bcalmer.ca/. To order any of the above lesson aids, enclose a cheque payable to the BCTF or authorized purchase order to BCTF Lesson Aids Service 100-550 West 6th Ave., Vancouver, BC V5Z 4P2 or telephone 604-871-2180 or toll free 1-800-663-0163, Local 2180, with a Visa or Mastercard. GST and postage/ handling are included in the prices. Orders are sent by return mail. Lesson Aids office and display room hours: 9:00–5:00 Mon. to Fri. from Sept. to June; 8:30 to 4:30 Tues. to Fri. during July and Aug.; 9:00–12:00 on Sat. during Sept., Oct., Jan., and Feb. bctf.ca/LessonAids Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12438,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 19, Number 6, April 2007 Ten new BCTF lesson aids 1 LA 9982—Making Connections: A Resource for Building Supportive Integrated Classrooms by Corrine Harris, 50 p. ©2006. The purpose of this resource is to provide classroom teachers with information and insight regarding children who require an individualized program. The classroom teacher plays a profound and significant role in the student’s educational experience and it is the author’s desire to support the daily efforts in assisting all kinds of learners to achieve their highest academic and social capabilities. The students benefit academically and emotionally when an alliance or partnership is formed with their integrated classroom teachers. The book includes brief, concise snap shots of various disabilities and challenges, coupled with helpful information and strategies, references, internet resources and blackline masters. All grades. $29.95 2 LA 8580—Little Skittle Lost! Adventures on a Rocky Shore by Unicorn Studios, nine-minute DVD, ©2006. This DVD production utilizes colorful animations combined with stunning real-life nature scenes to bring messages home to young viewers. Skittle the crab lives on a rocky shore and one day he’s accidentally scooped up in a child’s bucket, and moved some distance from home. While finding his way back, Skittle encounters strange marine creatures, from whom he learns about adaptations. With each new encounter, Skittle becomes envious of the special advantages each creature has for surviving in its own environment--a wave-swept rocky shore. However, the oystercatcher convinces Skittle that crabs are "perfect, just the way they are." Includes a printed sheet of follow-up lesson ideas. Grades K–4. $14.95 3 LA 9181—Spreading the Word 3 by CBC Television, 115-min. DVD, ©2006. This is an educational initiative of the Vancouver International Readers’ and Writers’ Festival. The content contains readings and discussions by Canadian and international authors for audiences from Grades 2 to 12, which was taped live at the 2006 Vancouver International Writers’ and Readers’ Festival. The video content is connected to curriculum at indicated grade levels and includes a study guide for each event.The collection is introduced by CBC television host Gloria Macarenko. Author Maggie de Vries discusses her book "Big Fish" about a sturgeon from the Fraser River, answers audience questions for Grades 2—6, and a Rick Hansen a special message is included. Award-winning playwrights Stephan Cloutier and Dennis Foon act out how the written word is brought to life "From Page to Stage," suitable for Grades 8–12. Grades 2–12. $3 4 LA 9182—The Family Under the Bridge by Rob Seath of Novelworks, 42 p. ©2007. This reading response for the novel The Family Under the Bridge by Natalie Savage Carlson can be used with any classroom groupings, from individuals to whole class. It is effective for children on adapted or modified programs as well as those learning English as a second language. It is helpful for students who find written output to be a challenge and weaker readers are provided structure because most of the responses focus on critical story elements such as characters, setting, problems and plot. The responses can be photocopied for classroom use as overheads or for individual use. This resource includes open-ended responses, classification activities, analogies, puzzles and word searches and answers. Grades 3–5. $20 5 LA 1011—In Fine Form: The Canadian Book of Form Poetry edited by Kate Braid and Sandy Shreve, 305 p. ©2005. This anthology showcases 175 poems by 140 Canadian poets from the 16th century to the present day, representing some of the best poetry Canada has produced. This book explores and explains Canada's verse. It covers the familiar territory of sonnets and stanzas, ballads and epigrams, blues and haiku, and it presents the less familiar, such as the villanelle and pantoum, and introduces the fugue and palindrome as emerging forms. The result is a collection that appeals to poets and readers, young and old, teacher and student. The book is a resource for creative writing and English literature classrooms. It is arranged by sections, one for each form, with a brief introduction to that form's conventions and variations. These introductions are followed by a sampling of poems, some written close to the tradition, others riffing off the rules. At the end, an extended essay explores common poetic terms and technical devices. Grades 4–12. $29.95 6 LA 8088—Daily Language Review, Grade 2 by Evan Moor Educational Publishers, 130 p. ©2005. This book includes reproducible Mon. to Fri. lessons for each day of a 36-week school year and short daily lessons. The Mon. to Thurs. lessons include two sentences to edit for corrections in punctuation, capitalization, spelling, and grammar, etc.; and three items practising a variety of language and reading skills. Fri. practise cycles through three formats: identifying mistakes, language usage and correcting mistakes in lists and letters. The pages are reproducible and the book includes a skills list and answer keys. $19.95. Also, LA 8088A—Daily Language Review, Grade 2: Student Practise Book, 130p. $4.95 7 LA 8089—Daily Language Review, Grade 3 by Evan Moor Educational Publishers, 130 p. ©2005. This book includes Mon. to Fri. lessons for each day of a 36-week school year and short daily lessons. The Mon. to Thurs. lessons include two sentences to edit, including corrections in punctuation, capitalization, spelling, grammar, and vocabulary and three items practising a variety of language and reading skills. Fri. practice cycles through four formats: language usage, identifying and correcting mistakes and combining sentences, and choosing reference materials. The pages are reproducible and the book includes a skills list and answer keys. $19.95. Also, LA 8089A—Daily Language Review, Grade 3: Student Practice Book, 130 p. $4.95 8 LA 9177—Daily Language Review, Grade 5 by Evan Moor Educational Publishers, 130 p. ©2004. This book includes Mon. to Fri. lessons for each day of a 36-week school year and short daily lessons. The Mon. to Thurs. lessons include two sentences to edit, including corrections in punctuation, capitalization, spelling, grammar, and vocabulary and three items practising a variety of language and reading skills. Fri. practise cycles through five formats: language usage, identifying and correcting mistakes, combining sentences, choosing reference materials and figurative speech (similes, metaphors). The pages are reproducible and the book includes a skills list and answer keys. $19.95. Also, LA 9177A—Daily Language Review, Grade 5: Student Practice Book, 130 p. $4.95 9 LA 9178—Daily Language Review, Grade 6, Evan Moor Educational Publishers, 130 p. ©2005. This book includes Monday to Friday lessons for each day of a 36-week school year and short daily lessons. Each of the daily lessons has five language tasks for students to complete. The following skills are addressed: sentence editing, punctuation, grammar, vocabulary, word study skills and reference skills. The pages are reproducible and the book includes a skills list and answer keys. $19.95. Also, LA 8087A—Daily Language Review, Grade 1: Student Practice Book, 112 p. This consumable student practice book includes many focussed practise exercises. $4.95 10 LA 9856—From A to Z: The Comprehensive Guide to Safe Bicycling for Kids and Adults by AMC Media Corporation, 32 p. ©1995. This colourful, illustrated guide teaches children to ride bicycles safely and defensively, to wear helmets and to apply good judgement in potentially dangerous traffic situations. This guide is easy to read, ethnically inclusive and entertaining. The dictionary format provides quick access to important information. Grades 4–9. $2.50 More curriculum resources and information are available at www.bcalmer.ca. To order any of the above lesson aids, enclose a cheque payable to the BCTF or authorized purchase order to BCTF Lesson Aids Service, 100-550 West 6th Ave., Vancouver, BC V5Z 4P2 or telephone 604-871-2180 or toll free 1-800-663-9163, Local 2180, with a Visa or Mastercard. GST and postage/ handling are included in the prices. Orders are sent by return mail. Lesson Aids office and display room hours: 9–5 p.m. Mon. to Fri. from Sept. to June; 9–5. Tues. to Fri. during July and Aug.; 9–12 on Sat. during Sept., Oct., Jan., and Feb. bctf.ca/LessonAids. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11494&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 19, Number 5, March 2007 Lifelong learner: A chat with Mary-Wynne Ashford by Kirk Longpré Originally a secondary school chemistry teacher, Dr. Mary-Wynne Ashford returned to University of Calgary to study medicine at 38 with three children in school. She practiced as a family physician for 11 years and specialized in palliative care. Ashford is past president of the International Physicians for Prevention of Nuclear War, which won the 1985 Nobel Peace Prize. She received her PhD from Simon Fraser University in 1997 where she studied the roots of violence. In the past, Ashford has received the prestigious Gandhi Award from Simon Fraser University, the Governor General of Canada’s medal twice, YWCA Women of Distinction Award, the YMCA Peace Medal, and the Washington Physicians for Social Responsibility Distinguished Physician Award. Longpré: It seems that you are still an educator at heart. Ashford: I have always loved teaching and have incorporated it in everything I do, from playing with children to practicing medicine. I studied medicine because I was fascinated by the field of psycho-neuro-biology. I wrote a column in the Calgary Herald about the funny things that happened behind the scenes at the zoo. As a result, I found myself intrigued to know more about what is hard-wired into human behaviour, and what is the result of socialization. In particular, I wanted to know more about why people make choices that don’t seem to be in their best interests. I found that being a family doctor gave me the deepest contact with people and the issues they were facing. Longpré: You have been described as the epitome of a lifelong learner. From your perspective how might we, as educators, affect the quest to continually learn in our students. Ashford: I am afraid that lifelong learning is something I can’t stop. I don’t set out to do it, I just find myself curious about many things. I think that as educators we are most effective when we make our students responsible for their own learning, and we support their interests and directions. I am a strong supporter of the alternative school programs that are student-directed. They support the student’s own creative initiatives and the teachers are willing to wait for the student to assume autonomy. The students usually respond by rising to new levels of competence. My own learning was transformed when I studied medicine at the University of Calgary because it is a non-competitive pass/fail school. That means that students receive a grade and if it is above the "minimal pass level" they get the grade of "pass." If they are below the mpl, they repeat the exam a month or so later, but they are given a mentor to help them in the meantime. In the beginning, I was a very competitive student and found it difficult not to know where I stood in relation to the rest of my class. Finally I got the point—if you don’t feel secure about your knowledge, study the subject more! In other words, study for mastery, not to compete against others. This insight changed my life as I discovered the joy of learning in co-operative groups. Longpré: What do you see as the most pressing issues facing students today? Ashford: We are at a time of many planetary crises. Not only must students understand the challenges we face, but they have to engage in the work to save the planet. We have to be in there with them. Our role is to show them the positive directions that can be taken, not to overwhelm them with the magnitude of the problems. We can show them the difference each person makes in reducing fossil fuel consumption or building co-operative communities. We must continue to draw them into human relationships, help them find their spiritual direction, and connect them to the earth. Longpré: What would you like to see happening in classrooms that is not happening now? Ashford: There are outstanding schools and classrooms already, but they are not available to everyone. Here is a short list of what would be in my ideal school: Small schools, looser definition of grades so that students can advance in one area and move more slowly in another, more involvement with the whole community, especially parents. I would like to see a more compassionate response to kids living in poverty, i.e., second-hand clothes exchanges, showers and laundry facilities available, breakfast and lunch programs. Show kids they matter. Include service to others as a source of meaning in life incorporated into all grades. I would like to see all staff trained in building community, and then active leadership to support respectful processes in all relationships in the school. I would also like to see opportunities for students to care for animals. We have much to learn from Aboriginal cultures about how to support children in learning. Longpré: How might educators, and, in particular, schools do a better job of addressing those issues? Ashford: We need to teach young people skills to participate in a world that is facing unprecedented challenges. Perhaps our task might be defined as teaching children how to survive in an uncertain future. We need to build their physical strength and agility, their ability to appreciate the natural world and relationships with others. We need to help them recognize the real sources of meaning in their lives—relationships to others, meaningful life work, belonging to a group that needs them, rootedness in place, service to others, joy in beauty, response to hardship, recognition of a spiritual base to life. When young people complain of boredom, they are telling us they are not able to tap into a source of meaning in life. The best response to their boredom is not to provide adult solutions and stimulation, but to support them in connectedness to themselves, to others, and to the earth. Longpré: In your book, Enough Blood Shed: 101 Solutions to Violence, Terror and War you encourage people to take risks and apply their own creative energy to finding new ways to manage and resolve conflicts. Within a narrowly prescribed curriculum how do you envision that happening in a school setting? Ashford: I think that the IRPs actually give plenty of room for creative exploration. As teachers, we can imprison ourselves in a textbook and teach in ways most teachers have long since outgrown–by photocopied handouts, rote examinations, and limited boundaries on the subject matter. But if we take the subject matter and engage the students in exploring it for themselves, we quickly find ourselves supporting exciting new questions. Critical thinking can be applied to any subject and can take a whole class into a worthwhile study of a subject instead of a stale repetition of lists of facts. Longpré: In your book you also talk about the importance of stories. I wonder if you could elaborate on the role of storytelling to achieve social change? Ashford: When we tell stories, we engage the listener in an emotional experience that may offer insights or alternative ways of thinking that help her or him understand the human experience. Through stories we can inspire and thrill young people with possibilities for their own future. Stories get past our resistance to learning something that is good for us. Longpré: Your book also reveals a recurrent theme of ordinary people taking very courageous, enormously creative steps, with humour and total determination. Could you talk about the role of fun and humour in creating social change? Ashford: Many of the challenges we face frighten us adults. Students do not want to hear more of how terrible the world is and how helpless they are. When we use fun and humour as we look at issues, we are able to bypass the fear and pessimism that is common in media, and instead we can enjoy taking steps toward change. It is important that projects taken up by youth should have a strong likelihood of success. By this I don’t mean that the outcome will necessarily be a global revolution, the elimination of nuclear weapons, or the end of global climate change, but rather that the student project will succeed in its own objectives. It may raise money for a school in Africa, or it may lead to production of a video, or a meeting with city council. The project itself must be doable by students. In taking our own small steps toward the greater goal, we tend to lose our sense of helplessness and regain our joy in engaging in life. Longpré: When you were working on the 2001 www.BombsAway.org campaign, what did you discover about the power of web-driven strategy for engaging youth in social activism? Are there lessons for educators here? Ashford: The Bombsaway campaign brought medical students into the anti-nuclear movement and used billboards and signs on the transit system to direct other young people to the web site. The web site gave information in small bites and encouraged the young people to take action against Canada’s involvement in the proposed US ballistic missile defence program. We learned that great billboards attracted enormous attention to the web site. We learned that we were weak in following up with continued excitement on the web site and that we needed more youth to take on the site. Longpré: I wonder if you could comment on the role of women in helping create another world. Ashford: The UN tells us that 70% of the workers for peace and social justice in the world are women. They also tell us that in conflict situations women are frequently going back and forth between groups in conflict and building relationships between the enemy groups. If the negotiating teams for a peace accord include women, the accord is more likely to hold. Cambodia is one example cited often. There is research now that shows a correlation between the status of women and the likelihood that a nation will resort to civil war. The more women elected to office, the longer women have had the vote, the more women in the work force and the smaller the average number of children, the less likely it is that the country will use armed violence in its internal conflicts. Women bring insights to conflict resolution and peace building that are different from the insights of men. When both genders are represented, the context of the negotiations shift and a nonviolent solution is more likely. Longpré: Could you talk about the power of the arts to engage individuals and groups in social change? Ashford: Social change involves all dimensions of culture, not just the intellectual. When we watch a movie or play, when we sing or dance together, we are moved in a different way than when we attend a lecture. I remember watching women in Africa singing, dancing, and laughing as they told us horrifying stories about apartheid in South Africa. We must take the issues seriously, but not ourselves. Longpré: How do you respond to an individual who says. "But what can I do?" Ashford: Above all, I try not to tell them what to do. Sometimes I have to bite my tongue, but it is important to draw out from them what they like doing. Tell them that no one can tell them what to do, but perhaps they can think of some way to use the passion they have in a way that will make a better world. They will come up with their own idea and they are far more likely to do it because they own it. Longpré: To conclude, do you have any final thoughts you would like to pass on to educators? Ashford: I think teaching is the most important thing we do in life, whether we are in the school system or outside it. Our most important teaching is how we live our own life. Longpré: Thank you for your time. Kirk Longpré is a teacher-librarian at Mount Douglas Secondary School in Victoria. Reprinted from The Advocate, newsletter of the Greater Victoria Teachers’ Association.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "October is #FosterFamilyMonth. Thank you #BC for opening your homes and hearts to more than 5,900 children and youth." @John_Yap - 11:14pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet ""Everyone laughed when I said I wanted to open a button store" http://t.co/4AVIQWDBfB #smallbiz #entrepreneur" @naomiyamamoto - 06:39pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=32098,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > March 2014 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 26, Number 5, March 2014   Teacher mentoring: Learning flows both ways  By Susan Croll   Wikipedia defines mentorship as a personal relationship in which a more experienced or more knowledgeable person helps to guide a less experienced or less knowledgeable person. It describes true mentoring as more than just answering occasional questions or providing ad hoc help. Mentoring is an ongoing relationship of learning, dialogue, and challenge. And that is how Lori Nelson and Bianca Mirabelli describe their mentoring relationship. They met three years ago when Mirabelli became Nelson’s student teacher in Kamloops. After her practicum, Mirabelli secured a teaching position in Clearwater and when the Kamloops and District Teachers’ Association, along with SD73, joined the mentoring pilot project supported by the BCTF, UBC, and the BC School Superintendents’ Association (BCSSA), Mirabelli and Nelson signed up, reigniting their former relationship. They are both secondary teachers and their subject areas include English, Creative Writing, and French as a Second Language. Nelson, an experienced teacher with 26 years in the classroom has mentored informally for many years but never in a formal mentoring program like this one. In this program, the key difference is time. Both the mentor and the mentee are given time to observe each other teaching and then time to discuss and debrief their observations. Nelson says that being in a mentoring relationship with someone new to teaching is invigorating. “One of the greatest personal benefits is all of the professional reading I’m doing.” She likes that her relationship with Mirabelli has turned itself on its head. “I am the supposed mentor, but while observing Bianca teach a lesson on the narrative, I learned something totally new. I found her lesson so helpful. I always wanted to teach the novel, Indian Horse, but did not have any resources. Now I have ideas and a plan, thanks to my mentee.” Mirabelli disagrees with the unfortunate, but common attitude, that a teacher who becomes a mentee is a poor or not good enough teacher. She comments that a 13-week practicum is simply not long enough to truly learn how to become a good teacher. “Mentoring is an awesome opportunity. I love learning and this is a good way for me to keep learning.” She adds that mentoring has helped her adjust to having her own classroom and to maintain work-life balance. “I get to ask questions that were never discussed in university, like what to expect from students, what’s typical, what’s not. These are questions that Lori and I can talk about openly and freely.” No relationship comes without its challenges and the geographic distance between Kamloops and Clearwater is their greatest hurdle. “It is about an hour-and-a-half drive between our schools so even though the project gives us time to meet, it still is a long way to drive both ways in one day,” Nelson says. “Because Bianca lives in Kamloops and comes home on weekends, we meet for coffee every Saturday morning and debrief the week. It’s a good time to talk, to listen. That is what a good mentor does, she listens. You have to give the person you’re mentoring the space to talk, to vent, to ask questions. The mentee needs to feel safe and respected, not judged. You want to build a collaborative relationship.” Mirabelli says that mentoring is working for her because she and Lori share similar values and suspend their egos when they meet making it safe to ask questions. She suggests that any teacher looking for a mentor needs to be clear why they want a mentor. “Know what you want and need from the relationship. Think about your goals before you enter into a mentoring relationship.” “Ideally, however,” Nelson interjects, “for practical and logistical reasons, your mentoring partner should work at the same school you do. And you should both love the same or similar subjects. You will have more in common then.” Nelson wishes that mentoring was available for all new teachers, especially those who tend to be shy or find themselves in an unfamiliar situation. “Sometimes people who are shy don’t feel comfortable asking questions or new teachers find themselves working in a rural school when they’ve lived in a city their whole lives. Mentoring can be tremendously useful in these situations.” She also points out that the role of teachers has changed so dramatically that new teachers may need some help navigating such complex roles. Mirabelli suggests that mentoring isn’t just for new teachers but can be useful for teachers teaching new subjects or age or grade levels. Regardless of why one chooses to opt for mentoring, both teachers state that in the end it is students who benefit. They say that school districts need to understand and embrace this concept. Mentorship works for students because the result of a good mentoring relationship means that teachers become better at what they love to do. To get more information about mentoring or on how your local/district can apply to the New Teacher Mentoring Project, call Alison Davies at 604-871-1823 or visit the BCTF website at bctf.ca and follow the links to the New Teacher Mentoring Project. _______________ Susan Croll, Teacher newsmagazine editor  CONFERENCE Teacher Mentorship: A Provincial Conversation Richmond, BC  April 10–11, 2014  For more information and to register, go to: http://teachermentorshipbc.com Twitter: @MentorshipBC    Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=20416,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 4, January/February 2010  Preserving Canadian exceptionalism By Paul Shaker As an educator in the later stages of my career, I have, for more than five years, had the opportunity to practice my profession in British Columbia. This change of venue follows three decades as a teacher, professor, and administrator in the United States. Although, I have lived and worked a number of times in overseas assignments, this was my first experience as an alien in an English-speaking country. The opportunity to closely observe the relative functioning of two societies with respect to education and without a language barrier has been extremely informative. My reflections have been given urgency by the drama of the Bush years in America, particularly because of that administration’s policy on education, No Child Left Behind. This legislation caused what I perceived as the loss of rightful autonomy for professionals in the field and motivated me to become an “educator refugee” in Canada. Recruiting young Americans into teaching in an NCLB world was not a job that I was willing to do. So, in coming to Simon Fraser University, I was in a state of hyper-attentiveness to the confluence of politics and culture that threatened to redefine my profession. Terms such as deregulation, decredentialing, and neoliberalism are associated with those movements and they extend to fields beyond education, as we now are painfully aware each time we read the financial news. Friends and colleagues tell me at times that my responses to the landscape of education here in BC are too influenced by my experiences in the United States. In so many words they say, “It can’t happen here.” They suggest that infringements on the profession—such as school rankings published by Canwest newspapers in co-operation with the Fraser Institute—are minor. They tell me that public, resolute responses to such abuses are disproportionate to the significance of these acts. I am not assuaged by this confident talk. During my career, I have seen the United States move from a grass roots and often progressive posture in education to centralized control for illiberal purposes. Along the way, educators have increasingly been marginalized in their own profession. The best of school districts in enlightened states have been forced into triage practices developed in backward states. The strong have emulated the weak in practices such as teacher testing and high-stakes examinations. The advanced have modeled the marginal, and many sound practices—often with local roots—have been suppressed. STARS, Nebraska’s local assessment program, is an outstanding example of progress and reform denied. The attempted federal suppression of Reading Recovery funding is another. Yet my hope is that Canada does have a different, unyielding character, often described as “liberal,” “multicultural,” “social democratic,” or “European.” Future education policy may be one litmus test for this difference. I say this because for every voice that says Canada differs, there is one that says “American trends will eventually come here.” Ontario pollster and author Michael Adam’s research leads him to claim, “…the two countries that share so much are in fact headed in two significantly different trajectories in terms of the basic socio-cultural values that motivate their “populations.” (Adams, 2003) It should be noted, though, that this Canada/US variance is on a continuum; it is not black and white. Politically, it takes only a few percentage points of voters in either country to tilt an election in the opposite directions. And so we are left with the question: “Will Canada sustain the societal differences that allow innovative, comprehensive, and locally informed public education to prosper?” The question invites us to move beyond education to look at the underpinnings of the larger societies. Human development as a frame In this task, the academic tools available to me are classic and contemporary writers such as Rousseau, Dewey, Jung, Piaget, Erikson, and their interpreters. Drawing on these sources to interpret our two countries, I see narratives of human development played out on two societal stages. In other words, one can extrapolate from the field of lifespan developmental psychology to identify the norms of a society, or to contrast two societies. One key aspect of these pathways of maturation is the adaptation of the individual to the challenges of living among others. To use Piagetian language, an individual experiencing the give and take of the world, and responding to dilemmas that such new experience brings, makes this adaptation. The process is motivated by an innate drive toward psychological equilibrium—a process that seems simple in the abstract. Rousseau described it in Émile as “learning from the discipline of natural consequences.” (Rousseau, 2007) Dewey designed his “problem method” around it. The concept inspires some of our best pedagogy. In practice, however, this method of instruction is fraught with challenges since natural consequences do not automatically lead to productive student reactions. Erikson described the problem in Childhood and Society: “The strength acquired at any stage is tested by the necessity to transcend it in such a way that the individual can take chances in the next stage with what was most vulnerably precious in the previous one.” (Erikson, 1963) In other words, even if the worldly context in which we find ourselves introduces an appropriate challenge, our prior disposition may tempt us to hunker down in denial and stasis, rather than to adapt. When events invite us to understand changes in society, we feel Erikson’s tug of egoistic anxiety and resistance. In the United States, resistance has become the norm. Politically, this is the impulse Obama decried in his celebrated observation, “They cling to guns or religion or antipathy to people who aren’t like them.” It is also the impulse that Harper played to when he abandoned the principle of diminished culpability for youth and said, “When all is said and done, ‘soft on crime’ doesn’t work. We are determined to crack down on crime, whether it is by youth or anybody else.” (Mayeda, 2008) The strategy clearly damaged his party, especially in Quebec. Leaving society interpretations and returning to the individual, clearly the guidance of trusted others, such as teachers, makes a difference in how we respond to challenges—whether by denial or adaptation. Piaget describes how we stray from the course of development. When asked whether “school situations could lead a child to accommodate wrongly—that is to change his ideas on the wrong basis,” he replied: “…This is a big danger of school—false accommodation which satisfies a child because it agrees with a verbal formula he has been given. This is a false equilibrium which satisfies a child by accommodating to words, to authority, and not to objects as they present themselves to him.” (Duck, 1964) Here we have what may be the heart of the divergence of our North American societies: the role of words and authority, as opposed to reason and experience, in guiding accommodation of individuals to their natural environment and their changing social order. An example might be a sectarian science lesson in which creationism/intelligent design is authoritatively provided as an explanation for life. The words may be based on authority (Genesis), or they may be based on reason (Darwin). They may be received uncritically, or evaluated by experiment or analysis. That difference may help explain why Canada and the United States differ as they do. How deeply set in society’s soil are the foundations of reason? Does authority or reason ultimately hold sway in the classroom? Educating voters What pushes one society toward authority and another toward reason? What societal influences lead individuals to develop—or fail to develop—critical thinking skills? One answer may be the role of marketing, advertising, and public relations. During the past 50 years in the United States, politics has become the object of the same powerful psychological machinery of promotion that has driven commerce for the last century. Most notably, identity politics has shaped, to a remarkable degree, the results of recent elections. Voting in America has, for many, become an exercise in self-validation and identity formation rather than one of applying the power of citizens to direct the course of their government. One of the victims of this shift has been the concept of “the common good” and education policy aimed at promoting it. Canada, too, has been subject to the influence of marketing and public relations, although there is reason to believe their effects have been weaker. Evidence for this claim includes less individual and federal debt, as well as resistance to the “politics of personal destruction” via television advertising and robo-calls. The popular negative reaction to the 1993 Chrétien attack ad by the Progressive Conservatives would be a case in point. Who benefits from this misdirection of the voting public toward egocentric, antisocial purposes? Most likely, those who fund the mass media advertising that has so dominated modern political campaigns. In his book and documentary, The Corporation, Joel Bakan responds this way: “Increasingly, corporations dictate the decisions of their supposed overseers in government and control domains of society once firmly embedded within the public sphere.” (Bakan, 2004) We might amplify his analysis to say that groups and individuals who stand to gain materially from their control of politics are wielding a massive tool in seeking power and wealth for themselves. The erosion of concepts, such as “the public sphere,” community, and the common good, is an inevitable outcome in societies where these marketing forces are allowed to hijack the political process. Returning to our developmental analysis, my claim is that, through use of artful advertising and partisan mass media programming, moneyed interests manipulate voting so that it is a “feel good” exercise rather than a act of prudent and selfless citizenship. These interests accomplish their purpose by introducing a steady stream of words and images that play to people’s identifications rather than to their reason. That is, voters are invited to affirm their sense of self by supporting a political party or candidate. The relevant grounds for voting are not a rational analysis of individual or national interest, but the short-term gratification Piaget spoke of as a primitive response. In his words, “Considered in its social aspect, this distorting assimilation consists, as we have seen, in a sort of egocentrism of thought so that thought, still unsubmissive to the norms of intellectual reciprocity and logic, seeks satisfaction rather than truth and transforms reality into a function of personal affectivity.” (Piaget, 2008) How, specifically, does this transformation occur? Language and images create a locus for voter identification in a political party. Voters are driven by race, as in the Willie Horton ad and in the South Carolina telephone company of 2000 alleging John McCain’s “black baby.” They are driven by gender and affectional preference, as will ballot initiatives aimed at banning gay marriage. “Liberal,” a term upon which North American democracy was founded, is converted into an epithet. Secular government, another foundation of North American government, is boldly elbowed aside by appeals to a narrow band of Christianity. Sadly, while Canada hears voices like Bakan and Naomi Klein, the American left raises few effective protests, recalling lines that are becoming cliché through their frequent, but apt citation: The best lack all conviction, while the worst Are full of passionate intensity. (Yeats) Additionally, religious feeling, a powerful subjective and tribal experience, has become confounded with the law, which aspires to universality and objectivity. Faith is displacing reason in the conduct of civil affairs in the United States, and religion is distorted by being pushed away from universal moral principles toward a role as shill for war and materialism. Karen Armstrong explains that compassion is the paramount value of great religions, but “Compassion is not a popular virtue, because it demands the laying aside of the ego that we identify with our deepest self; so people often prefer being right to being compassionate.” (Armstrong, 1994) Our mythology—both in Canada and the United States—asserts that voting should be employed to create national and individual advancement. Politics in the United States has instead been converted for many into a vehicle for deceiving voters into acting against patriotism or enlightened self-interest. This is accomplished by flattering their baser instincts, such as greed, and providing short-term ego-gratification. The mantra of tax reduction is the codeword for greed, while the disparagement of the other—whether gay, dark, foreign, or liberal—is a vehicle for inflating the voter’s ego. This ego-gratification is the “personal affectivity” of which Piaget spoke. In contrast, Canada’s multilingual and multicultural commitments create significant resistance to this divisive approach, tilting it instead toward the mature alternative of compassion for, and understanding of, the other on the path to one’s own self-realization. References available on request. Paul Shaker, Ph.D., is professor and former Dean of Education at Simon Fraser University. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8786&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 16, Number 5, April 2004   Classified Ads TRAVEL/VACATION MAUI Privately owned, beautiful fully furn. 2 bd., 2 bath condo, across from Kamaole beaches. Great complex, great location. 250-598-6955, F: 250-598-6965. KIHEI, MAUI Large selection of fully equipped condos. Great beaches. Near shopping centre. Call Alf 604-291-1751, Fax: 604-291-9773, kihei@telus.net BLACKCOMB Luxury, sleeps 4. ski in/ out. 604-929-6589, www.at-blackcomb.com FRANCE privately owned, beautiful furn. 1 bd. central Paris; Provence lovely furn. house close to Avignon. Wkly/mthly. 604-738-1876 or 604-298-3904, ir_roland@hotmail.com WHISTLER Alta Lake, waterfront, 1 bd. condo, 1 km to village, sleeps 4, F/P, TV/ VCR, summer/winter rates 604-298-2070. WHISTLER GETAWAY Pinecrest Estates, 5 bd. 1400 sq.ft. cabin. sauna, deck with BBQ, fully equip. kitchen. D/W, W/D, wood stove (wood provided). Rates from $170/nt. (seasonal). glush@shaw.ca or Jill or Gerry 604-936-3346. TOFINO Chesterman Beach across the street. Cozy cottage, fully equip., avail. year-round, $100/night (seasonal), $80 off season. 604-581-3178. SUNSHINE COAST (Halfmoon Bay) cozy cedar cottage, sleeps 4-6, fantastic ocean view, F/P, BBQ. Call 604-885-7606 or www.blackberrycottagebc.com QUEEN CHARLOTTE ISLANDS. Fabulous "mothership" kayaking, wilderness adventure, unforgettable experiences. 1-888-559-8317, www.island.net/~archipel. BLACKCOMB Luxury 2 bd/loft, 3 bath, sleeps 7, ski-in/out. 604-940-0156. LONG BEACH Furnished 2 bd. suite, sleeps 6. Pets on approval. Near Ucluelet, 10 min. drive from Pacific Rim Park. 250-726-2311, www.island.net/~s-kayak WHISTLER 1 bd. condo (Whistler Creekside) sleeps 4, F/P, hot tub, swimming pool, sauna. Kitchen fully equip. Undergr. parking. Close to lift and stores. Call early to book and avoid disappointment. Call Jan at 604-530-0958. MAYNE ISLAND Sunny retreat, 2 bd. & loft, fully equipped, N/S, 1 blk. from Dinner Bay Park. Call 604-264-1855, 604-838-5995. WHISTLER, Alta Lake Getaway. Tranquility, only min. from the village. Sleeps 6, F/P, canoe. Call 604-850-1017 or 604-941-7302. Visit www.members.shaw.ca/ruhl WHISTLER Creekside townhouse. Sleeps 8, 2 baths, view of Alpha Lake. 604-535-3447. DISCOVER FRANCE ON TWO WHEELS! Explore the river valleys of France, cycle through fields of sunflowers, past magnificent chateaux and picturesque villages. Guided by the unbound enthusiasm of a Francophile teacher, the 10-day tours depart July 7th for Burgundy; and July 20th and 31st to the Loire. www.travellers-tale.com, E-mail info@ travellers-tale.com Exclusive to Panorama Travel 1-800-320-3377, BC Reg #2683. QUALICUM BEACH. Dandelion Cottage. offers a private holiday suite. 1 bd., full kitchen, quiet and peaceful. 1/2 block to beach. Daily or weekly. 250-752-5127 www.geocities.com/dandelioncottageca/ MAYNE ISLAND. Sunny retreat, 2bd. & loft, fully equipped, N/S, 1 blk. from Dinner Bay Park. Call 604-264-1855, 604-838-5995. WHISTLER condo. Sleeps 4, views, close to village, all amenities. 604-943-9423. TIBET cultural trek/tour. 30-days July 2004. Small group. Nepal, Mt. Kailas, Lhasa, Katmandu. www.facetofacetraveltours.com 250-247-7652. GABRIOLA COTTAGE Private, 2 bd., sleeps 6, kitchen, yard, sandy beach access, ideal for young children, N/P, N/S. $725 wkly. Call 250-247-9883, E-mail boysen@shaw.ca, www.gabriolacottage.netfirms.com EDUCTORS B & B TRAVEL NETWORK $34 a night for two! 6,000 B&Bs worldwide. Educators hosting educators since 1986. "A great service, we were overwhelmed by the kindness and hospitality of our hosts!" David & Alice, both professors, Halifax, NS. See our complete membership directory and join online at www.educatorstravel.com Box 5279, Eugene, OR 97405, 1-800-377-3480. Fun, Friends, and adventure with fellow educators! KELOWNA Executive lakefront house, downtown, fully equipped, private dock, boat lift, sleeps 6-8, quiet area, avail. year round, ManhattanPointVacations@shaw.ca, 250-762-8138. PARKSVILLE Fully furnished townhouse, Rathtrevor Beach. 3 bd., 3 bath, steps to sandy beach. members.shaw.ca/twoodrent18, 250-727-6985. TRAVEL DEALS FOR TEACHERS www.memberstravel.ca COTSWOLDS—ENGLAND 2 bd. cottage, 2 wks minimum, cotswold@coulter.plus.com TOFINO Join us in the annual celebration of the migration of the Pacific Gray Whale: mid-March to mid-April. Ideally located on Clayoquot Sound, Cannery Retreat is a perfect base for the Whale Festival. Cannery Retreat is a fully equipped 1 bd. loft condo. Steps from restaurants, galleries, shops and whales! Adult oriented. N/S, N/P. Minimum 2 days. 1-888-492-6662. HORNBY ISLAND Comfortable 2 bd. cabin for weekly rental during summer 2004. See http://members.shaw.ca/scombs/cabin.html for details. OKANAGAN Vacation home, 2 bd., spectacular view, lake, beach, 0.7 acres, fully equipped, covered deck, laundry, min. from golf, tennis, 12 wineries. Rent by week July/August $875. 250-498-4539. LOOKING FOR VACATION HOMES? Visit beautiful Quadra Island. From cozy cottages in the woods to waterfront homes, check our choices www.quadraislandvacationrentals.com, www.gabriolavacations.com Several oceanfront homes or cottages avail. starting at $795/wk. or $280/2 nights plus taxes. Call for detail at 250-247-8577. CHILCOTIN-WILD HORSE COUNTRY Lakefront log cabins in beautiful Nemaiah Valley. Excellent fishing and hiking. Cabins $70/nt. $420/wk. ph/fax: 250-468-9948, www.konnilakeresort.com WHISTLER 1 bd. condo in Creekside area. Very affordable rates. Comfortably sleeps 4. Call 604-209-7027 or e-mail jo-anne.hibbert@telus.com SAVARY ISLAND 2 bd. deluxe water-view duplex, 100 level yds. to sandy beach. N/P. June-Sept. $500-$650/wk. 250-248-9215. Web: www.vanislenet.net/savary PARKSVILLE BAY WATERFRONT Private cabin: panoramic view, 1 blk to town. N/P. July/Aug. $550-$650/wk. 250-248-9215. Web: www.vanislenet.net/maxwell ORCA-STRAIT your summer with orcas of Johnstone Strait, N.Vancouver Is. spectacular wildlife cruises. Always an adventure. 250-245-4862, www.bluefjordcharters.com RURAL 5 bd. renovated farmhouse near Nelson, BC. Private sandy beach on Kootenay Lake. Bicycles, canoe, seasonal fruit. $1575/ wk. www.nelsonbc.ca/adriennes/adriennes. html Call 250-505-5031. SUN PEAKS RETREAT. Almost new 2 bd. townhouse for rent in glorious Sun Peaks resort. House fully loaded, private hot tub on deck. Sleeps 6-8. Golfing, mountain biking, fishing, swimming, tennis, skiing. Year-round rates starting from $120. Contact italia@telus.net INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITY half share in 2 bd., 2 bath condo at Sun Peaks. Many extras. Call 250-554-6898 or 250-579-8879 for details. QUADRA ISLAND waterfront view properties available weekly. March-Oct. Variable rates. 1-800-661-9441. lakeokanaganvistas.com SAILWEST CHARTERS. Tired of watching others enjoy our spectacular marine environment? Learn to sail! CYA "Cruise and Learn" packages for the Gulf Islands, San Juans, and Desolation Sound. www.sailwest.ca, 250-755-1033. SHUSWAP LAKE. Semi-waterfront trailer. June through Sept. Beach, dock, deck, BBQ. Near golf and marina. Sleeps 2. $400/wk. 604-536-8647. SHUSWAP LAKE. Semi-waterfront 3 bd. house. June through Sept. Beach, dock, boat anchorage, sundecks, BBQ. Near golf and marina. Sleeps 6. $950/wk. 604-536-8647. PRAGUE Painting,Photography, Workshop, Guided Tour or BnB, max. 8 persons, 1-2-3 wks/monthly, starting July 1. Lani 604-929-5414. lani.jeffrey@shaw.ca, www.Ianiportfolio.com WEEKLY RENTAL Silva Bay, Gabriola Island waterfront 4 bd. home on 1 wooded acre. 2 bath, stone F/P, fully equip. kitchen, 1500 sq.ft. deck, overlooking the bay, and 60 ft. private wharf. Excellent for family get togethers. Lots of islands to explore, salmon to catch, seals and eagles to watch. 1 bd. studio also avail. Reduced rates May, June & Sept. 604-948-0070. RENT OR BUY 1992 Parkmodel Trailer, Mt. Baker Foothills. Addition, Deck, Furnished, Landscaped, www.laketyee.org, j.p.cambrey@shaw.ca, 604-538-6979. WATERFRONT HALFMOON BAY 3 bd., 1600 sq,ft. home or 4 rm. rustic cottage on 1.5 ac. in Halfmoon Bay on Sunshine Coast. Just 15 min. from Sechelt. Includes use of private dock and dinghy. Close to general store and government dock. 604-294-0033 or www.krazymoose.com OKANAGAN LAKESIDE HOME by week, June to Oct. Large deck & dock. 604-937-3095, c_jordan@shaw.com DEEP BAY/VAN. ISLAND waterfront, 3 bd., all amenities, Excellent beach. Peaceful. N/P. N/S. 604-943-7848. FRANCE south languedoc small village house available for rent June/July/Aug., swanshouseinfrance.com STICKS and STONES country cottage, Galiano Island, BC. Located in a quiet wooded setting, a modern, self contained, child and pet friendly cottage. Reasonable rates 1-877-303-3546 (toll free). Boat and Moped rentals discounted 10% for registered guests. www.galianoadventures.com KELOWNA Basement rm. kitchen & bathrm. Clean and comfortable with outside entrance. Weekly rental, May to Aug. $150/wk. Ph/Fax: 250-763-7918, paritha@shaw.ca ARTISTS’ WORKSHOP: Land Sea Charters hosting two 2-wk. voyages with artistic director Yvonne Maximchuk aboard the M.V. High Seas Drifter on the mid-coast of B.C. June 23- July 6 and Aug. 24-Sept. 6, 2004. See our website: www.landseacharters.com. Email info@landseacharters.com or write Box 408, Sointula, BC V0N 3E0 or ph: 250-974-8047. HORNBY ISLAND Jewel of the Gulf Islands. Beautiful modern Japanese inspired West coast home. Open space plan. Kitchen, dining rm, living rm, 3 bathrms, 2 bd. with ensuites attached, wood burning F/P, outdoor shower situated in inner courtyard. Casual yet magical. 5 min. walk to sandy shores. 250-751-1963 or 604-732-3860. PARKSVILLE Rathtrevor Beach vacation! 2 bd. oceanfront condo, fully furn./equipped. Sandy beach, golf, trails. 250-949-6702. SUMMERLAND cosy self-contained log studio suite, min. from the Okanagan’s finest beaches, T/V, F/P, W/D, BBQ, queen log bed plus sofa bed. $560/wk. July to Sept. Email for photos. pepperdines@shaw.ca, 250-494-9809. SEASIDE SUMMER COTTAGE Quadra Island, very private & peaceful, great view, sleeps up to 8, full kitchen & bath, ocean access with canoe. Great base to do Quadra, Cortes, and islands. $750/wk. for 4, $10/nite for additional guests. Call Pat/Sonya 250-285-2807, sonpat@connected.bc.ca KAMLOOPS Log Home Bed and Breakfast. www.bbcanada.com/7837.html KELOWNA lakeshore, 1 bd. suite. Cooking facilities. Private. 250-868-0444. DISCOVER COLONIAL MEXICO Visit UNESCO sites in Guanajuato, Oaxaca, Yucatan. Small groups, memorable experiences. EXPLORING retirement opportunities in San Miguel TOUR: July 11-19. www.detours.biz, 604-736-2911. OKANAGAN home on acreage, 10 min. drive from golf course, beaches and town. Fully furn. sleeps 6. Avail. July/Aug. $750/wkly, $2000/mthly. Also suitable for equestrian (max. 2 horses) Call Christa 250-494-4173 or cklingler@ekno.com VACATION TIME choose Cameron Lake in Coombs’ Holiday Country, Vancouver Island (enroute to Long Beach, Pacific Rim and adjacent to Parksville & Qualicum Beach). Comfortable fully-equipped cottages in forested retreat, sleep 6, sundecks with BBQs overlooking sandy beach. Seasonal & specialty rate available. 250-248-6655 or sharoncg@shaw.ca.. SALTSPRING Fully furnished 2400 sq.ft. 3 bd. waterfront home. $1200/wkly. 604-942-7321, jmoliver@telus.net CULTUS LAKE 3 bd. cottage, 150 ft. to lake. N/P, N/S, avail. July $700/wk. Phone 605-464-2890 or delia_cooper@telus.net COZY STUDIO WHISTLER by River of Golden Dream, F/P, TV/VCR, fully equip. Sleeps 3, N/S, N/P. Avail. wkly, wkends and summer. Call Suzanne 604-931-8535, sbilodeau@sd43.bc.ca SUNNY OKANAGAN Guest room in Kelowna Mission. Lake view, pool, sauna. 3 wineries within 3km. $500/wk. 250-470-9596. WHISTLER "Veg" out by the pool! Soak in the hot tub! Enjoy summer at our 2 bd. condo. Stroll to the village. 5 days $500 Mon-Fri. Wkends $125/day. 604-926-4315. PUERTO VALLARTA Beautiful, large, 2 bd. furn. condo, downtown, 3 blks from the Malecon (beach). Reasonable wkly rates, N/S. 604-608-4268, dbemc@hotmail.com SUNSHINE COAST Cozy 1 bd. oceanfront suite in heritage home. Good dock. Enjoy Skookumchuk rapids, hiking, fishing, kayaking. $400/wk. N/S. Susan 604-467-3978. GALIANO ISLAND retreat. Escape to a quiet, serene 2 bd. getaway with views of Georgia Strait. Read, write or simply relax for a wkend, week or month at Manzanita Place. Call Margaret Ann at 604-309-6738 or email mann@margaretann.com. See photos at www.margaretann.com NANAIMO heritage home, views, yard, grand piano, sleeps 5, centrally located, N/S, N/P, $100/day, $650/wk., June to Aug., 250-753-2827, elorenz@island.net PROTECTION ISLAND (Nanaimo) cozy cabin in cedar grove, 1 min. to beach, fully equipped, sleeps 7, ideal for children, $85/day, $550/wk., May to Aug. 250-753-2827, elorenz@island.net NANOOSE BAY Harmony Breezes Retreat… on the beach. Beautifully furn. rooms with private baths, delicious breakfasts, glorious sunsets. Located near fabulous dining and shopping. Singles and couples welcome. Ideal for personal retreat. $80 per. 250-468-7711. KELOWNA/VERNON Furn. home 3+1 bd., 3 bath. Waterfront. Avail. Sept. 1 to June 30. $1500/mo. incl. util. Wkly rentals. June-Aug. Contact willie_smith@telus.net or 604-522-1282. GABRIOLA ISLAND Stones-Throw Cottage at Drumbeg park. Everything for your comfort. Unique, spacious, F/P, decks, gardens, hot tub. Wkly $805. Reserve karencain@stones-throw.ca 250-247-9392. Visit www.stones-throw.ca SOOKE Self-cont. 2 bd suite, full kitchen, bath, priv. entrance. Full breakfast included. www.barkingcrow.ca, 866-642-1876. DENMAN ISLAND canoes and kayaks. www.denmanislandcanoesandkayaks.ca, melodie@denmanpaddling.ca, 250-335-0079 or 250-702-0530. SHUSWAP LAKE Cabin, sleeps 4-6, lakeview, wkly rental June-Sept. 604-525-9558. LAKE ERROCH cozy cottage, 1.5 hr from Vancouver, 30 min from harrison. Sleeps 4-6, golf, hike, fish nearby. 604-525-9558.   FOR RENT/EXCHANGE VANCOUVER Clean, bright, quiet, centally located condos at Robson & Bute. 1 bd. $75/ single, 2 bd. $85/single. Daily/weekly/ mthly rate, 604-608-4268, dbemc@hotmail.com VICTORIA BC fully equipped 1 bd. condo nestled between downtown and Cook Street Village facing Beacon Hill Park. www3.telus. net/victoriacondo or 1-866-222-0406 KITSILANO house, 3 bd. plus 2 bath, garden. Avail. Aug. 1 to Dec. 20, $1400/mo. N/P, close to UBC. 604-738-1876, e-mail: ir_roland@hotmail.com CROWNISLE GOLF RESORT Comox Valley. Executive California 2 bd., 2 bath, office. Fishing, Hiking, Golf, skiing. N/S. $1250/mo., 1 yr. min. 250-338-8580. spa-sport-clinics@shaw.ca KITS condo. 1 bd. available July-August. Near beach. Call 604-737-7181. VICTORIA Lovely family home for the month of July. Trottierfamily@shaw.ca PORT COQUITLAM 1 bd. and den condo. $650/mo. July and Aug. Call 604-727-3001. VICTORIA Teacher couple, N/S, with small child, seeking furnished accommodation for July and August. Please call 780-485-2588. NEW WESTMINSTER 3 bd. home, central GVRD location, SFU 15 min., available July & August. 604-525-6731, drickbeil@vsb.bc.ca WHITE ROCK Beautiful fully furn. 1 bd. suite plus den avail. for rent. Located near Crescent Park on the 2nd level of a separate building on acreage. Incl. 5 new appliances, cable, heat, electricity, ADSL, 35" TV, all cooking utensils, linens, etc. Suitable for 1 N/S, pet free adult. $1000/mo. 604-538-6668, e-mail: dale-rita@telus.net CAMPBELL RIVER Oceanview 3 bd. house for exchange with VERNON area. July 3-11, wlr@telus.net, 250-286-6162. VANCOUVER 1 bd. furn. loft apt. available June, July, August, September. Convenient: bus, seabus skytrain, Chinatown, Gastown. Quiet. Secure parking. Mountain/harbour views. 1 mo. min. Discount for longer. $1500/mo. Contact: LManelia@yahoo.ca VANCOUVER accommodation E.13th. Caregiver needed for cats and garden while away. Rent free July 9 to 30. 604-874-1615. VICTORIA Lovely character 2 bd/2 bath home, Oak Bay area. Central to buses, shops, beaches, UVic. July/August rental $950/mo. Includes laundry, utilities. 250-595-7572. BURNABY/SFU area: 3 bd/3 bthrm furn. family home, outdoor pool, hot tub, on skytrain/bus route; Avail July 4 to Aug 3. N/S, N/P. Rent neg. email: lgraham604@shaw.ca VICTORIA Trendy 3 bd., 2 bath dplx. Central Oak Bay border location. July, N/S, N/P. $1000/mo. 250-592-4563. ROYAL ROADS U. VICTORIA Self-contained furn. garden suite. Internet, cable, phone, N/S, N/P. Ideal for mature student or teacher. Trails, beach, bus, 20 min. to downtown. Avail. July. Min. 2 mo. $750/mo. includes all utilities. pharris@sd62.bc.ca PORT MOODY Bed & Breakfast. Waterview, ensuite, on bus route. $40/day. 604-936-9806 or after 8 p.m. 604-469-1254. VICTORIA Fernwood. Lovely 3 bd. character home. Fir floors, sundeck, garden. UVic sum. session, July 3—27. $900. Must be very quiet and meticulous. india_ink@shaw.ca VANCOUVER Nice 1 bd. apt. available July/August. $200/wk. 604-730-0461. NORTH VANCOUVER Try living in cohousing community (www.cohousing.ca) Fully equip. 1 bd. condo near transit. Avail. July 1 to Aug. 31. Util. incl. $1000/mo. 604-990-8021 VICTORIA for rent July-Aug. house near UVic 250-598-8791, bdkreye@shaw.ca ACCOM. WANTED Slocan, New Denver, Kaslo area Aug. 1-15. Rent or exch for Victoria apt. 250-812-1594. KITSILANO shared accom. Master suite for rent now until Dec. Furn. $850/mo. Doing masters at UVic this summer if you are interested in an exchange? 778- 885-1712, harlowmichelle@yahoo.ca VANCOUVER West End. 2 bd/2bath. modern condo with deck. Sleeps 4 (adult oriented) beautifully furn. Modern kitchen. 1 blk to Robson St. Avail. July 14 to Aug. 3. 604-642-0303. mackie06@hotmail.com LANGLEY Charming Victorian home avail. July 23—Aug. 27. Rent neg. in exchange for loving care of two house cats. 604-253-6331. RICHMOND condo. July 1 to Aug. 31. 2 bd., 2 bath, garden suite on dyke in Steveston. 604-241-4800, e-mail: jrutherford@richmond.sd38.bc.ca VANCOUVER Cute, 1 bd. apt. d/town, near beach. Everything provided, parking. July 1 to Aug. 15. 604-669-3181 or sylon@shaw.ca NORTH VANCOUVER 3 bd., 3 bath, 2 family rm. furn. house, July-Aug. N/S, N/P. References, $2000/mo. 604-929-2449. VICTORIA 4 bd., 2 kit. in Oak Bay. Avail. July, Aug. & Christmas. $2200/mo. $750/wk. 250-384-3499. want@shaw.ca VANCOUVER 1 bd./den condo, huge patio. 5 min. from d/town Vancouver. Mid July-Aug. time neg. $1200. 604-875-8717. VICTORIA bright bedroom, spacious shared areas, 15 min to UVic, 250-704-0071, valmoir@telus.net   RESOURCES GRAPPLE—GET HOOKED on prefixes, suffixes and roots! Teaching how words work? Here’s a fun new way to learn! GRAPPLE allows up to five players to form words combining cards from three separate decks. Who can get rid of all their cards first? Find out more at www.serendipitygames.net MANUAL FOR PARAGRAPH & ESSAY WRITING Designed for teachers/parents of weaker or remedial students. To order, send $10.75 plus $1.60 postage to Avstan Publications, #18, 8533 Broadway St., Chilliwack, BC V2P 5V4. Ph/Fax: 604-792-0839. SCIENCE ACTIVITIES for the visual learner. Designed for Junior Science and Senior Biology in B.C. To order, phone 604-852-0923 or e-mail davidhague@uniserve.com, www.visuallearner.ca NEW HARDCOVER Canadian Communications Technology textbook. Print and CD-ROM versions for students and teachers. Visit www. digitaloverdrive.ca or call 905-332-5712 RHYME, READ & WRITE© …teaching early literacy skills K-2 through the magic of rhyme. Reproducible materials for teachers and students. Over 60 theme-related rhyme packages. $10 ea. or 3/$25 plus shipping. thecupboard@dccnet.com, www.theclassroomcupboard.com HONEYBEE CENTRE for unforgettable field trips and free IRPs. Call 604-575-BEES (2337) Surrey, BC ALPHASONGS 26 songs produced by Kindergarten teacher/professional musician. Designed to help beginning readers master alphabet, phonemic awareness. Blues, rock, country, pop. Positive effect on reading. Useful in Kindergarten, Grade 1, ESL, speech. $20 plus S&H. Paul 604-850-6748, f: 604-850-5370, info@annieape.com SPELLING BY PATTERNS for Grades 2/3. complete spelling program for easy and immediate implementation. Includes teaching guide, sequenced spelling lists, activity sheets, and is based on current leading curricular research. $20 incl. S&H. F: 250-545-5563 or www.members.shaw.ca/creeksidepublishing NEW MATH KITS for intermediate classrooms. www.edumathresources.com   MISCELLANEOUS www.localtutorlink.com RETIRING? Undecided about the Joint Life Op tion? Order Choosing the Right Options, a straightforward guide/workbook for selecting the best option for your situation. Cost: $15 (taxes incl.) Mail Ken Smith, 5120 Ewart St., Burnaby, BC V5J 2W2 or BCTF Lesson Aids. MASTER OF SPECIAL EDUCATION by coursework offered by Flinders University of S. Australia is recognized by the B.C. Teacher Qualification Service. The degree is available entirely in distance mode. Applications are invited now for commencement of study in 2004. More information at: http://ehlt-online. flinders.edu.au/bc or from the program co-ordinator, Bernice.Burnip@flinders.edu.au TRAVEL & TEACH ENGLISH OVERSEAS. Jobs $$ guaranteed, great pay. TESOL certified in 5 days in-class (or online or by correspondence). Attend a free info seminar. Free infopack. 1-888-270-2941,www.globaltesol.com VARIETY—THE CHILDREN’S CHARITY OF BC Working with children is your special passion. Leave a legacy in your will for BC’s special kids. It will be your gift of a lifetime, providing you and your estate with significant tax benefits. Confirm now or call for more information. Speak with Peter Chipman, toll free 1-800-381-2040 or e-mail: peter.chipman@variety.bc.ca TEACHERS work online. $500—$2000+ PT/FT, www.agoldmineonline.com FOR SALE. ‘98, 25’ Aerolite family trailer. v.g. cond., sleeps 6, bunks, fully equip. One family owner. $13,500. Surrey 604-535-3447. LIVE IN THE GULF ISLANDS! Beautiful retirement environment on Gabriola Island! Easy access. Only 20 min. from Nanaimo. Visit online at www.realestate-gabriola.com to see for yourself! Buy now, retire later! Email: jheira@realestate-gabriola.com or phone 1-800-205-8080. Jheira Springford, Coast Realty (Gabriola Village). NEW CARS & LIGHT DUTY TRUCKS for teachers to purchase at the lowest dealer cost. All factory incentive programs can be arranged. All vehicles will be registered to you, the purchaser. The New Car Purchase Plan for BC teachers was established in 1973 by Robert Montgomery. Call toll free 1-800-307-4808 or send a fax 1-888-307-1230. Give me your best price and I will better it. That is a promise! 2004 USBORNE BOOKS Catalogue. E-mail scameron@istar.ca or call 1-800-757-7977 to receive the 2004 catalogue. School orders over $100 receive 20% in free books. DUTHIE BOOKCASES make ideal graduation presents. Beautifully handcrafted in solid BC hardwoods, they are built to last for many generations of life long learning. View the complete line of bookcases at www.duthiebookcases.com or at Duthie Books, 2239 West 4th Ave., Vancouver. UK TEACHER EXCHANGE Primary teacher year 5 (9-10 yrs) req. 1 yr. exchange with Vancouver/BC teacher through www.lect.org.uk scheme. Accom. avail. in Brighton. www. tourism.brighton.co.uk Suit single/couple or family. Manoj: in_brighton@hotmail.com www.findAtutor.ca Simply the best way to find a tutor. Students looking for tutors, tutors looking for students. Providing a comprehensive listing service for tutors in Canada. We are encouraging listings from throughout BC. To advertise tutoring, or to search for a tutor, go to: www.findAtutor.ca REUNION LORD BYNG GRADS OF ’64 40th Reunion, Sept. 11-12, 2004. Information and list of missing grads on our web site www.ethosevents.ca/lb64reunion/ or contact Maureen MacDonald at 604-871-1891.)
(20141007,www.reddit.com,http://www.reddit.com/r/vancouver/comments/ii65w/bc_teachers_strike/,BC Teachers Strike : vancouver jump to content my subreddits announcementsArtAskRedditaskscienceawwblogbookscreepydataisbeautifulDIYDocumentariesEarthPornexplainlikeimfiveFitnessfoodfunnyFuturologygadgetsgamingGetMotivatedgifshistoryIAmAInternetIsBeautifulJokesLifeProTipslistentothismildlyinterestingmoviesMusicnewsnosleepnottheonionOldSchoolCoolpersonalfinancephilosophyphotoshopbattlespicsscienceShowerthoughtsspacesportstelevisiontifutodayilearnedTwoXChromosomesUpliftingNewsvideosworldnewsWritingPromptsedit subscriptions front -all -random |  worldnews -gadgets -LifeProTips -listentothis -AskReddit -IAmA -sports -videos -pics -todayilearned -personalfinance -Music -food -UpliftingNews -news -creepy -Documentaries -science -WritingPrompts -movies -EarthPorn -Jokes -Showerthoughts -television -books -TwoXChromosomes -space -InternetIsBeautiful -Futurology -gifs -Art -history -nottheonion -gaming -nosleep -OldSchoolCool -philosophy -Fitness -dataisbeautiful -tifu -askscience -funny -mildlyinteresting -GetMotivated -explainlikeimfive -photoshopbattles -DIY -awwmore » reddit.com vancouver comments related want to join? login or register in seconds| English limit my search to /r/vancouver use the following search parameters to narrow your results: subreddit:subreddit find submissions in "subreddit" author:username find submissions by "username" site:example.com find submissions from "example.com" url:text search for "text" in url selftext:text search for "text" in self post contents self:yes (or self:no) include (or exclude) self posts nsfw:yes (or nsfw:no) include (or exclude) results marked as NSFW e.g. subreddit:aww site:imgur.com dog see the search faq for details. advanced search: by author, subreddit... this post was submitted on 06 Jul 2011 25 points (82% upvoted) shortlink: remember mereset password login Submit a new link Submit a new text post vancouversubscribeunsubscribe27,330 readers 152 users here now See something requiring attention? Please Message The Moderators Rules and Guidelines We want to see more content like this: local news. local events. funny and interesting content. posts about Vancouver history and culture. missing person/pet alerts. informative self-posts (i.e. wise advise, time-sensitive warnings, PSA's). posts about freebies, lost/found posts. new apps/programs. broad discussions. Whenever possible we will remove: Hate speech including (but not limited to) racist, sexist, aggressive, or overtly offensive comments. Ethnic or gender stereotypes. Personal attacks, name calling or insults. Personal information of any kind. Complaint/rant posts. editorialized titles/incendiary posts. any content not related to Vancouver. stories similar to stories recently posted. VISITING VANCOUVER? Please check links before submitting a question. Visiting Vancouver Page This is where you'll find everything you need to know about visiting Vancouver: the best places to check out, local attractions, local hangouts, cautions/warnings, and local treasures only Vancouverites know about. RESOURCES FOR MOVING TO VANCOUVER When considering moving to Vancouver, please Google "thinking of moving to Vancouver" FIRST. Please only post if you have unanswered questions after that. r/vancouverhousing r/vancouverjobs Vancouver Neighbourhoods Padmapper Vancouver aggregates rental property listings Craigslist Vancouver Rentals Airbnb Vancouver short term and vacation rentals. Yes! We have a Facebook group! Most events get posted there. Or on the G+ group. We also have an IRC channel! (#reddit-vancouver, irc.freenode.net) We also have a flickr page! Schools r/ubc r/capU r/langara r/simonfraser r/BCIT Regions r/canada r/britishcolumbia r/greatervan r/coquitlam r/fraservalley r/vancouverisland r/victoriabc r/nanaimo r/newwest r/mission r/gulfislands /r/bowenisland r/pemberton r/whistler r/pacificNorthwest r/mapleridge r/cascadia r/squamish r/surreybc r/thecoast r/burnaby /r/northvan Communities r/vancouverphotos r/vancouvernerds r/vancouverentrepreneur r/vancouverbuysell r/vancouverdating r/vancouverents r/foreveralonevancouver r/bcfilmmakers r/vancouverMusic r/vancouverFood r/vancouvercycling r/vancouverhiking r/vancouverslothing r/vanjerk r/vanhomebrewing Sports r/canucks r/bc_lions r/whitecapsfc r/meetupcanada a community for 6 years message the moderators MODERATORS Ivan_A_DMocracy rehxdon't look now! mcanteloni let the dogs out tbow2000Wiki/CSS mod kmaddon't use cable locks bobdobbsisdeadTrolljegeren AutoModerator lsd_learning kissnellieex-vancouverite soupyhandsSouth of the river 24 25 26 BC Teachers Strike (self.vancouver) submitted 3 years ago by topazsparrow sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on I'd like to get a discussion going about this as I don't really have enough information to form an opinion of of my own yet. they say they want more money and need to strike because "it's for the students" and they want improvements to the education system. While I feel teachers don't get paid enough for what they do, It's the educations system itself that needs reform and funding, not the teachers. In some districts the teachers consume 93% of the annual budget with their salary. I don't see how paying the teachers more will reduce class sizes or improve the quality of education. 163 comments sharecancel all 163 comments sorted by: best best top new hot controversial old random [–]Caldwing 18 points19 points20 points 3 years ago (15 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on I am a student teacher at UBC, and I just finished my practicum in a grade 6/7 classroom. This will either give me insight or make me biased, depending on your camp, but anyway full disclosure. From my perspective, more teachers is what the province needs most of all. Again, since this increases my chances of getting hired perhaps I am not being objective, but hear me out. There is a saying that 20% of your students take up 80% of your time, and wow did I ever find this to be true. Now of course your special needs students fall into that 20%, but in fact so do a huge number of other kids who do not have any official designation but still have huge cognitive or behavioural problems. The way it works is that each school has a certain yearly budget for getting the tests for designations done and once that's used up, the other kids who their teachers think probably need special help will simply have to wait for next year and hope the budget doesn't get used up by newer, even worse-off students coming into the school. As for straight-up class size, there is a difference between teaching today and teaching in the past. Before, classes were generally very strict, rigid, and formulaic places. This of course always depended on your teacher but it was the norm. The reason it was this way is because it makes teachers jobs very easy, provided that they don't really care about the kids. Just sit them in neat rows, spew information at them, and drill them until it sticks (for many it never will,) then test them on it. I would call it fill-in-the-blanks teaching. Many older teachers still operate this way, but it's not the way the system is supposed to work anymore. Lesson are supposed be engaging, relevant, and fun. It's well and good to say that but actually pulling it off takes a lot of work. The best way I could describe it would be to imagine you were a comedian but you could never give the same show twice in a year. You have to come up with new material every day. Of course you can re-use the material next year, but that's a LOT of material to create. Every extra student you have adds to the amount of work involved in preparation If people want the new, less draconian and soul-crushing form of school, more teachers and smaller class sizes are just required. permalink [–]topazsparrow[S] 7 points8 points9 points 3 years ago (13 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on Thanks for this. It's great to hear your side of the argument. If people want the new, less draconian and soul-crushing form of school, more teachers and smaller class sizes are just required. That concept can go a tad too far. Often times the system is too easy on the kids. Competition is not encouraged and as long as the kid "tries his best" it doesn't matter if he doesn't get the material. The problem with that is that you get an entire generation of young adults who don't understand the concept that if they don't make the cut, they don't reap the rewards. They become self entitled are overly sensitive to criticism. Eventually they'll grow out of it and realize how harsh the real world is. My Significant other runs a business that employs a lot of young adults for a manual labor job. These people are so used to faking some kind of best effort and expecting it to be good enough, they're shocked to the core when they are fired for their lack of work ethic and attention to detail. Spewing a fountain of info that then testing on it doesn't work well, you're right. You'd know better than me. I just don't think the system should be too soft on the kids. School should still be hard, but it should embrace the many different kinds of ways kids learn. permalink parent [–]Caldwing 11 points12 points13 points 3 years ago* (2 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on That's a very valid concern. Personally, I would argue that perhaps if we can make school less competition based, it might make "the real world" a little more cooperative down the road. But even if you don't subscribe to this hippy-dippy business, there are lots of very good reasons that we no longer, except as a last resort, "fail" students in the elementary years. Every study done on the subject (though, as a scientist, I must admit that educational studies tend to be pretty wishy-washy) has reported that holding kids back a grade at a young age worsens their outcomes in every part of life; socially, academically, emotionally, etc. The common idea that it toughens them up or something is simply not true as far as we can tell. Anyway the things I was talking about were mostly for the earlier years. In high-school, though we would still strive to make school more interesting, things do become a lot more marks-based. Students can still very much fail in high-school, and they do, in droves. permalink parent [–]topazsparrow[S] 4 points5 points6 points 3 years ago (0 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on I'm on board with that. points for using "hippy dippy". lol. I mistakenly assumed you were referring to high-school classes specifically. My bad. permalink parent [–]drhugs 1 point2 points3 points 3 years ago (0 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on a little more cooperative down the road Everything's fine until there's resource contention. Then out come the knives. permalink parent [–][deleted] 5 points6 points7 points 3 years ago (3 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on Why the heck would you want children to compete in elementary or high school on academics? That's not the way the real world works. They aren't going to be pitted against every other person in their corporation or organization in a race to the finish line. They should be encouraged to cooperate, foster each other's talents, and encourage the slowest or least outgoing children to participate fully. That's how things get done. Nothing important was built by one person trying to show everyone else that they could do it alone. permalink parent [–]topazsparrow[S] 2 points3 points4 points 3 years ago* (2 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on Yea, I thought we were talking about High-school exclusively. I addressed that in another post here, but obviously I don't share that same view for elementary school students. Also, I didn't mean to sound like I wanted a cut-throat winner takes all environment. Just that being better than other people is something to take pride in. Not to gloat, but so they can use their talents to help other people, and like you mention should foster cooperation. It should be something that more closely represents what real life work environments are like. permalink parent [–][deleted] 2 points3 points4 points 3 years ago (0 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on High school students should certainly be encouraged to excel, and be proud of their abilities, I agree. I'm sorry if it seemed like I was implying you had invented a new kind of steel to build railroads with. permalink parent [–]nipponnuck 0 points1 point2 points 3 years ago (0 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on If the new rules were to be brought in, wouldn't it be the same situation for elementary school teachers though? I was under the belief that they are under the same contract. permalink parent [–]Squibbles 4 points5 points6 points 3 years ago (0 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on How much does holding a kid back for a year actually help though? From wikipedia (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grade_retention): Academic outcomes: Retained students are 2 to 11 times more likely to drop out of school when compared to underachieving, but promoted, peers. Students often improve during the year following grade retention, particularly if additional instruction is provided. However, these gains are normally lost in two to three years. Non-academic outcomes: Retention is associated with poor “social adjustment, attitudes toward school, behavioral outcomes, and attendance.” Retention is a “stronger predictor of delinquency than socioeconomic status, race, or ethnicity,” and is also a strong predictor of drug and alcohol use and teenage pregnancy. permalink parent [–]novasilverdangle 1 point2 points3 points 3 years ago (4 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on You can thank public elementary schools for fostering that attitude. They have a no-fail policy for all students regardless of ability or effort. This causes huge problems when the kids show up in my gr 8 classes, complete no work, make no effort, fail tests and wonder why they did not earn a passing grade. They are genuinely confused as to why I do not push them through to the next grade. permalink parent [–]topazsparrow[S] 0 points1 point2 points 3 years ago (1 child) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on Don't need to tell me. I was that kid. When I gradded in 2003 I was SHOCKED by how hard real life is. I think it's part of the reason 24 is the new 18 and kids are living at home till their mid twenties (aside from the economy) permalink parent [–]nipponnuck 0 points1 point2 points 3 years ago (0 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on Would you like to have been held back a year then? permalink parent [–]VoodooSteve 0 points1 point2 points 3 years ago (1 child) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on I don't think these attitudes are really the public school system's fault. They're doing what's best for the student as Squibbles above mentioned that students that are held back tend to fair a lot worse later on than students in similar situations that were pushed through. I think the attitude can be solved by proper parenting and nurturing of a child's interest in learning. Failing a kid won't help that. permalink parent [–]nipponnuck 0 points1 point2 points 3 years ago (0 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on Parenting? Ha, fuck that, send them to school and make them everyone else's problem. /s permalink parent [–][deleted] 1 point2 points3 points 3 years ago (0 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on Out of curiosity, how much have you read about the government's proposal and how do you feel about them wanting to remove seniority? I think the problem you're describing about teachers using the old system is a direct result of the lack of accountability due to the current seniority system. Would you take the removal of the seniority system along with a decrease in class sizes. permalink parent [–]idria 13 points14 points15 points 3 years ago (28 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on Well, my dad is an almost retired teacher, and I'm home for the summer, so here's what I've picked up of his perspective on it: By and large, they're really angry about the fact that at some point a law was passed saying they can't negociate for working conditions, class sizes being the big one. Now that law has been overturned as being unconstitutional or something, apparently the ministry is bargaining as if the teachers had agreed to no class size limits and is requiring huge concessions from the teachers if they want things to go back to how they were before. There's a general feeling that the ministry wants to go with a standardized-test-based, lowest-common-denominator approach to teaching and a general feeling that the curriculum is being dumbed down as much as possible (which goes along with increasing class sizes). There's some sort of teacher evaluation thing the ministry wants to implement, and most people expect that this will be implemented in the worst possible way - teachers just teaching to standardized tests to keep their jobs, having to give everyone good grades to avoid offending any parents who might complain, not disciplining kids, etc. Plus lots of paperwork and bureaucracy. Cuts to special programs, especially special needs programs, reduces the quality of education further. The teachers' union is somehow doing something in a stupid way, not really clear on that. He doesn't seem too concerned about wage issues, but then he's going to retire soon. permalink [–]VoodooSteve 9 points10 points11 points 3 years ago (14 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on Scary. To me it seems like the ministry is trying to implement ideas from the American education system. Those standardized test evaluations being one thing and the portfolio program they implemented a few years ago being another. Why take ideas from an inferior system? I have no idea... permalink parent [–]mcanteloni let the dogs out 7 points8 points9 points 3 years ago (11 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on The neocons want to destroy public education so people are forced to pay for private education. Sad that we've reached the stage in North America where the people running the system want to pretty much destroy it. permalink parent [–]MikePalecek 2 points3 points4 points 3 years ago (0 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on Yup. And those who can't afford to pay for private education? Well, they want to keep those people dumb anyways. The last thing they need is a whole bunch of educated poor people. permalink parent [–][deleted] -1 points0 points1 point 3 years ago (9 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on No, you're highjacking the subject. That's not on the table in Canada and we don't have neo cons. Take some poli sci classes. permalink parent [–]mcanteloni let the dogs out 4 points5 points6 points 3 years ago (6 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on we don't have neo cons. LOL... oh, absolutely. Harper's definitely not one of those. ;) permalink parent [–][deleted] -1 points0 points1 point 3 years ago (5 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on Actually, he's not. Spending is the big give away. He's an American democrat on the scale of left to right if you were to slot up american and canadian politics. But hey, you learned all you need to from the "Province" right? permalink parent [–]mcanteloni let the dogs out 2 points3 points4 points 3 years ago (4 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on Absolutely... it's a well-known leftist mandate to cuts corporate taxes, cut government services, and increase security/military spending. ;) permalink parent [–]VoodooSteve 1 point2 points3 points 3 years ago (3 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on Plus his cuts to funding for the arts and sciences. permalink parent [–][deleted] -2 points-1 points0 points 3 years ago (2 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on He's center democrat by American standards. He actually increased government services over the course of his term, starting from his minority government, just not all of them. The net has been an increase in spending though. Thanks for proving my point, again and again and again, youre completely ignorant on the subject. Yes, other parties may have spent differently, or increased more (with more taxes) but they are just further left on the American scale. Are you able to grasp that concept? Try to learn something relevant to Canadian politics instead of mushing together all the shit you see on CNN with all the American stuff you see on Reddit and then applying it to Canada, it doesn't work. It's like trying to read a map using the imperial system when it's in metric. If you can't grasp that analogy, you're beyond help, but whether or not you're willing to admit it, it's what you're doing. permalink parent [–]mcanteloni let the dogs out 2 points3 points4 points 3 years ago* (0 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on You don't understand neoconservatism. It's not about reducing spending or government services. It's about promoting authoritarianism. One great tool for promoting authoritarianism - aside from secrecy, media control, displays of force, and promotion of authoritarian institutions - is polarization of society. That's the utility in selective spending cuts to services that help groups that the neocon base is ideologically opposed to. Try to learn something relevant to Canadian politics Powerful political movements, like neoconservatism, tend to not respect borders. See "communism" (neoconservatism actual has much in common with communism if you look at tactics). permalink parent [–]VoodooSteve 0 points1 point2 points 3 years ago (0 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on I haven't seen any increased services at all. What I've seen are pledges to cut government spending to end the deficit by 2015 or whatever he promised. I'm also seeing cuts to government agencies such as the National Research Council and Environment Canada in addition to spending cuts for basic scientific research. I'm also seeing completely unnecessary corporate tax cuts. I don't know where you're seeing increased services and spending... unless it's for the military in which case that's a whole other argument. I get that there is no left party in the American system... doesn't really change the fact that Harper's policies are wrong for Canada, no matter where they sit on whatever political spectrum you think we should use. Anyways, this is getting really off topic from the BC Teachers Strike. permalink parent [–]topazsparrow[S] 2 points3 points4 points 3 years ago (1 child) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on Which school did you attend Poli Sci classes in? permalink parent [–][deleted] -2 points-1 points0 points 3 years ago* (0 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on UofO and UBC. Did a bit more than attend a few classes. Reading political discussion in Reddit is pretty much exactly like taking a first year sociology courses. Lots of misguided opinions based on media informed people thinking they can draw parralells and create solutions based on things that are almost never applicable in Canada. Absolute confusion regarding what each level of government does reigns supreme. Anyone who starts to discuss things in a left right context obviously doesn't grasp even basic nuances of the system, if you need a visual it's a giant rectangle, but even that doesn't quite work. The most basic concept though would be a sliding scale, but using the term left and right as places on that scale will confuse about 95% of Canadians because they apply an American model which has no place in Canadian politics. Our right is the American left. It's actually their center left, not even the right left. Of course, anyone here trying to sway opinion against anything will label it right wing, or neo con, look like a complete idiot to some, but to most will win points based on ignorance. Back to the BC teachers issue. Left Right politics don't need to be brought into it. The issues are easy to see and don't need that extra level of dumbing down, on the government's side, or the BCTF's side. Doing so is a disservice and descends into stupidity and rhetoric. permalink parent [–][deleted] -1 points0 points1 point 3 years ago (1 child) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on Again, no they aren't actually. There is conflicting returns on test based results out of Canadian universities and there is an ongoing debate about the best way to try and create a workable system. This is nothing like no child left behind, which is kind of funny, because you obviously never paid attention to the debate in Canada and instead just made stuff up, and were left behind. permalink parent [–]VoodooSteve 4 points5 points6 points 3 years ago (0 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on But at the same time universities are clearly recognizing the uselessness of standardized tests by dropping provincial exams in their entrance requirements. In addition, they are certainly useless in evaluating the effectiveness of a teacher as they simply reward those who teach to the test which makes for a pretty boring curriculum. The portfolio and these standardized test evaluations are most certainly American inspired, at least. permalink parent [–][deleted] -1 points0 points1 point 3 years ago (12 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on Why do people thing reviews are a bad thing? How does your dad justify his job as being one of a VERY FEW that don't require reviews? And why do they think it'd be implemented the worst possible way? Well, the answer to that is obvious, the union uses scare tactics. permalink parent [–]novasilverdangle 2 points3 points4 points 3 years ago (7 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on Teachers & districts have a review process already. The problem is the gov't wants to put something in place without revealing to anyone what exactly it is. Oh and please shut up , you have no idea what you are talking about and come across like a dumb ass. permalink parent [–][deleted] -1 points0 points1 point 3 years ago (6 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on How often are teachers reviewed currently? Inform me. permalink parent [–]novasilverdangle 1 point2 points3 points 3 years ago (5 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on Depends on the school. School administration can review us each year so it is up to them to do reviews. permalink parent [–][deleted] -1 points0 points1 point 3 years ago (4 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on If school administration chooses to view you in class, how do they go about that? So that they may conduct a review of course. permalink parent [–]novasilverdangle 0 points1 point2 points 3 years ago (3 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on They say "Hey I'm going to view your _____ class on Monday". permalink parent [–][deleted] 0 points1 point2 points 3 years ago (2 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on Right. Don't see a problem with that? permalink parent [–]novasilverdangle 0 points1 point2 points 3 years ago (1 child) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on Uummm no. Why would I? permalink parent [–][deleted] 0 points1 point2 points 3 years ago (0 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on If you don't see any type of issue with that type of review, thread over. Regardless though, best of luck in the negotiations. No sarcasm. Hopefully you avoid work to order or whatever, I'm sure that type of shit is stressful. permalink parent [–]idria 2 points3 points4 points 3 years ago (3 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on Well, the ministry hasn't really done much to inspire confidence among teachers that they care much about quality of education, what with cuts to special needs programs, removing class size limits and so on. And whether or not there's any truth to it, it seems a lot of teachers feel that the ministry views them as the enemy and isn't willing to be reasonable. And I don't think there's any sort of union brainwashing campaign or anything, from what I've heard the union is pretty disorganized these days. Unions are a popular political enemy these days and the feeling seems to be among teachers that the ministry is just being dicks to them for cheap political points. I think if the review thing had been implemented maybe ten years ago they might have been more receptive to it, but I think the ministry has pretty much exhausted any good will and trust they have with the teachers. One interesting thing I've noticed in these discussions is the idea that either it's the Evil Union causing all the problems or the Evil Government causing all the problems, depending on which side you're on, and I think that's a lot of the source of the conflict. I think there are reasonable points on both sides, personally, but both sides are too busy being angry at each other to come to any sort of reasonable agreement, and so instead our education system just goes down the drain. (And while as you mentioned in another post high school students may be doing as well in university, having just graduated university I can tell you that mine massively dumbed down the curriculum due to incoming students not really knowing any useful math any more.) permalink parent [–]idria 0 points1 point2 points 3 years ago (1 child) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on Also, people, please don't downvote EmmKae because you disagree with them. permalink parent [–]novasilverdangle 2 points3 points4 points 3 years ago (0 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on I think people are down voting because of the stupid, misinformed statements. permalink parent [–]drhugs 0 points1 point2 points 3 years ago (0 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on either it's the Evil Union causing all the problems or the Evil Government causing all the problems No, it's the Evil Brats causing all the problems. If they weren't so evil they'd be making the teacher's job easier by sitting at their desks with a proper attentive posture, and making the Government paymaster's job a bit easier by arranging daily fresh fruit deliveries to each teacher's desk. permalink parent [–][deleted] 7 points8 points9 points 3 years ago (19 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on I don't necessarily agree with most of the things they are demanding (paid leave time being one of them), but I can completely understand the class size thing being a main point. My partner is a teacher here on Vancouver Island and the amount of work that she has to put in outside of the class-room (prep, corrections, test writing) is just ridiculous and she only has around 22 kids on average in her classes. During an average school-week, she'd be spending 20-30 hours outside of the class-room doing these things and getting some pretty interesting lessons set-up (Man, I wish I would have gone to school during the YouTube age). For the next school year, she's been asked to teach classes of over 30 students and she's worried that with that amount of kids, she won't have enough time to dedicate to do some interesting lesson planning and will have to settle for boilerplate templates that she reuses and reuses. I don't think a lot of people realize the amount of time teachers put in behind the scenes and by filling class sizes to their limits (ie: not hiring more positions), it really makes it hard to be a good teacher. permalink [–]topazsparrow[S] 4 points5 points6 points 3 years ago (4 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on do you think it would be acceptable to freeze the wages or lower them in order to hire more teachers? permalink parent [–][deleted] 5 points6 points7 points 3 years ago (1 child) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on I believe that if the main talking point is indeed class-room sizes, this shouldn't be discounted. If it allows the teachers to have a certain set class-room size (ie: 20 students max), I don't see how it's a bad idea. I know a bunch of teachers who would like to have their cake and eat it too with getting a raise as well as more teachers, however, I'm not sure the government is going to come anywhere close on that one. After seeing my girlfriends pay-scale rates, the BC teacher association has a great incentive to do more schooling (ie: language classes, masters degrees, etc) to get faster/more raises. I think that I'd like to see more incentives put into that rather than straight up raises. permalink parent [–][deleted] 2 points3 points4 points 3 years ago (0 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on Hah. If the teachers could win 20 students max (a real limit, not 20 students max but okay a couple more and a few more won't hurt and oh look 33) they would drop any wage demands in an instant. 20 student max would actually be a substantial cut to the time they invest, so.. yeah, they'd be all for that. Not going to happen though. permalink parent [–]nipponnuck 1 point2 points3 points 3 years ago (0 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on wage increases need to be understood in the realm of inflation. no increase = less pay. permalink parent [–]novasilverdangle 0 points1 point2 points 3 years ago (0 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on If they lower my wage, I'm out. I can live without an increase. I already work a part time job on the side to teaching full time. permalink parent [–]elrizzywat 3 points4 points5 points 3 years ago (13 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on During an average school-week, she'd be spending 20-30 hours outside of the class-room doing these things and getting some pretty interesting lessons set-up man if i worked that hard i'd demand the whole summer off, with EI. permalink parent [–][deleted] 1 point2 points3 points 3 years ago* (12 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on Teacher's get EI during the summer months? That's news to me. She actually had her pay cheques cut during the year so that she'd continued to get paid during the summer. A quick google search later from the government EI website: If you are in the occupation of teaching you may be paid EI benefits. However, because of contractual arrangements in the teaching profession there are some variations to the EI rules. This means that: If you are a teacher under a continuing contract in pre-elementary, elementary, intermediate, secondary, including technical and vocational schools, you cannot be paid regular benefits during non-teaching periods, even though you are unemployed, unless your contract ends. However, you may be paid maternity, parental; or compassionate care benefits; So no. Unless your contract ends at the end of the year, you are not eligible for EI during the summer months. permalink parent [–]elrizzywat 1 point2 points3 points 3 years ago (11 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on my sister collected EI for the past 3 years as a teacher, maybe she was on a special contract. that being said, teachers do get the entire summer off. permalink parent [–][deleted] 1 point2 points3 points 3 years ago (2 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on I agree. They do get two months off. permalink parent [–]mariesoleil 5 points6 points7 points 3 years ago (1 child) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on Unpaid... (Some districts will hang on to a percentage of your paychecks so that you can receive that money later in summer if you want to.) permalink parent [–][deleted] 2 points3 points4 points 3 years ago (0 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on Yeah. That's what my girlfriend did this year. A little easier to manage your money with steady paychecks rather than having to keep a little nest egg for the summer months. permalink parent [–][deleted] 3 years ago (3 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on [deleted] [–]elrizzywat -2 points-1 points0 points 3 years ago (2 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on My mom is a teacher. She works so hard throughout the year that she needs the summer to relax and recharge for the next. i work really hard throughout the year too. i take a lot home with me too, so much i can't remember my last 8-hour day. can you explain to my boss i need the summers off? It's not like they get paid for the time they aren't working either. no, but their salary takes that into consideration. permalink [–]nipponnuck 0 points1 point2 points 3 years ago (1 child) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on so you think the teachers should sit in school while the kids are not there? permalink parent [–]elrizzywat 0 points1 point2 points 3 years ago (0 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on so you think the teachers should sit in school while the kids are not there? when did i ever say that? teachers have a difficult job. they also have probably one of the easiest schedules for any working adult. it evens out. permalink parent [–]Squibbles -1 points0 points1 point 3 years ago (3 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on Unless they want to make a decent income, in which case they try to either take classes to up their skills to move into a higher pay bracket or teach summer school for the extra income. permalink parent [–]elrizzywat 2 points3 points4 points 3 years ago (2 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on Unless they want to make a decent income, according to this link, the average teacher in BC's income is $72,000 annually http://www.nucleuslearning.com/content/teacher-pay-scale-across-canada in which case they try to either take classes to up their skills to move into a higher pay bracket or teach summer school for the extra income. so if people want to make more they need to upgrade their skills or take up more work? how incredibly unfair and unlike every other job in Canada. permalink parent [–]Squibbles 3 points4 points5 points 3 years ago (0 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on That number you linked for BC is for a guy using the example of himself, which is 6 years of education + 8 years experience to come to 72k/year. The grid that the site (tried) to link to I think is this one: http://bctf.ca/local85/toc.htm Which indicates teachers make between 43k-82k depending on experience(?). That makes an average of ~63k/year. I don't know what the actual median would be though. Anyway, to me that makes teachers paid OK but not amazing, especially as other people have mentioned in this thread regarding how many extra hours they have to work to improve the learning experience for their students. I'm probably spoiled because I have a well paying IT job, but I wouldn't want to try to raise a family, especially with the lower mainland's housing prices, on a single income of a teacher. But then again, as you say, just about every other job these days has that same problem, the days of a single income being able to comfortably support a family are gone I guess. You do make a good point about every other job though. permalink parent [–]nobicHURR DURR 6 points7 points8 points 3 years ago (8 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on High school or Elementary? Or Both? There was a teacher strike back when i was in high school. I think maybe 2006? It latest at least 2 weeks, which was awesome. If they want to reduce class sizes, they need to hire more teachers, not pay them more. They will also need to distribute the students across all schools. Another thing: programs. IB and French immersion will need to be implemented in more than a couple high schools. Currently in Vancouver, only Churchill and Britannia (?) have IB, and only Kits, Van Tech, and Churchill have French Immersion. You will have to provide those programs at many more schools if you want to distribute the school students evenly. permalink [–][deleted] 4 points5 points6 points 3 years ago (0 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on I think they need more schools. I see that as the best way in reducing class size. It also allows for more teachers to be hired. But I also think teachers should get paid more for what they do. I know a lot of teachers that pour their hearts out in teaching their students and have a measly pay. I also agree with the programs. I was lucky enough to have a lot of AP programs in my school, but I know other schools don't have those. Every student should have the opportunity to take AP or IB. permalink parent [–]Wulibolives in richmond 1 point2 points3 points 3 years ago (6 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on Hugh Boyd has IB. Or does Richmond not count? permalink parent [–]nobicHURR DURR 3 points4 points5 points 3 years ago (2 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on I was only talking about Vancouver high schools. Out of all of them in Vancouver, only two have IB, and only 3 have French Immersion. I'm sure other School Districts have AP, IB and French Immersion. permalink parent [–]Wulibolives in richmond 0 points1 point2 points 3 years ago (1 child) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on a lot of people would count richmond as part of vancouver permalink parent [–]nobicHURR DURR 9 points10 points11 points 3 years ago (0 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on Last I heard, Richmond was a different city with a different school board, library system, and everything. permalink parent [–]dyme13 4 points5 points6 points 3 years ago (2 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on Boyd has IB? The only school to have IB in Richmond is Richmond High on minoru. Boyd along with many other schools has AP, a completely different program. Source: I'm an RHS grad. permalink parent [–]Wulibolives in richmond 2 points3 points4 points 3 years ago (1 child) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on They're actually starting the program next school year. permalink parent [–]nctt 4 points5 points6 points 3 years ago* (0 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on Oooooh, interesting. edit: Hmm, half-baked comment that I accidentally submitted prematurely. xD Well, it's nice to see more schools adopting IB. It seems like a program that I wanted to go to, but the lack of availability sorta bit me. My school did offer AP, but not nearly as many courses as I wanted. permalink parent [–]Squibbles 6 points7 points8 points 3 years ago* (10 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on From this article: http://thetyee.ca/News/2011/06/29/TeacherStrike/ and http://www.labour-reporter.com/articleview?articleid=10672&headline=bc-teachers-vote-for-work-to-rule It's high school and elementary teachers that would both strike (actually Work to Rule, i.e. not do anything but teach, so no extracurricular activities, etc.). Teachers want: Reinstatement of funding that was cut after bills 27 and 28 (not sure what those are precisely or when they were enacted). They apparently cut education funding by about $275M. Increase in salaries (they argue that BC teacher salaries are some of the lowest in the country). They say there has been no increase/improvement in benefits in 20 years. BCPSEA wants: Zero increase in wages. Eliminating (some?) seniority rights - Would allow teachers to be transferred at any time with a month's notice. - Would force part time/substitute teachers to compete for jobs against external applicants, seniority would not be taken into account in job postings. Introduce a yearly evaluation which could result in a teacher being fired after a single bad evaluation. "due process would allegedly be removed from the process" Both sides sound pretty far apart in their wants at this time so a strike does not surprise me. I remember reading about some of the education cuts a few years ago, right around the same time they approved a new roof for BC place. They decided to pay $300M+ for a horribly ugly new roof while cutting over $200M from the provincial education budget. I sure wasn't a fan of that. edit: oops, wiki'ed the BC Place roof. I guess it actually cost $458M permalink [–]nobicHURR DURR 6 points7 points8 points 3 years ago (7 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on I agree with removing seniority rights. I also agree with the yearly evaluation, but I'm not sure how that would go. permalink parent [–]topazsparrow[S] 5 points6 points7 points 3 years ago (1 child) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on Yup, teachers should not be exempt from the rules of the world. If you're doing a bad job, you shouldn't be doing that job. The tricky part is deciding how we determine how a teacher is doing a bad job. The parents are unreliable in terms of judging the teachers as they are biased based on the performance of their children. The teachers themselves are biased because they want to preserve their jobs. and the Government is biased because they don't care about the students or the quality of the education. permalink parent [–]mariesoleil 0 points1 point2 points 3 years ago (0 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on The tricky part is deciding how we determine how a teacher is doing a bad job. Exactly. Teacher evaluation isn't an easy thing to do. If you evaluate based on improvement of standardised test scores from September to June, then teachers will have to spend more time "teaching to the test." Teachers would be penalised for having too many weak students/ learning disabled students, which is something they can't control. (In high school, administrators merely have to "consult" with a teacher in order to place more learning disabled students than the limit, or to put more students than the class size limit.) permalink parent [–]novasilverdangle 0 points1 point2 points 3 years ago (4 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on I don't agree with removing seniority. I know I'm a much better teacher at 7 years experience than I was as a brand new teacher. I think removing seniority is really about hiring new teachers at low wages in order to cut costs. permalink parent [–]nobicHURR DURR -1 points0 points1 point 3 years ago (3 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on Absolute not. A teacher with seniority will have first dibs on any teaching job, regardless of subject. If a math teacher and an english teacher apply for a Math 11 teaching position, the english teacher will get the job if they have more seniority. I've heard of stuff like this happening. permalink parent [–]novasilverdangle 0 points1 point2 points 3 years ago (1 child) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on Where has this happened? permalink parent [–]nobicHURR DURR 0 points1 point2 points 3 years ago (0 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on My mom's coworker's wife in 100 Miles. Also, I talked to a teacher at the Gathering Place, and I told him about what happened to the wife; he told me that teachers wouldn't do that. From my understanding of that, teachers can do it, but he assumes they don't based on how much prep work they would have to do, or whatever. Haven't talked to him for a while though. While this may be an extreme, I bet that a lot of teachers have the potential to be screwed over. While the teacher with 12 years of work has more experience than one with 9 years, both teachers' skill sets could be on more. permalink parent [–]nipponnuck 0 points1 point2 points 3 years ago (0 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on I heard of a lot of things happening, but proof is in the pudding...so show me some pudding or GTFO permalink parent [–]thedarkerside 2 points3 points4 points 3 years ago (0 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on edit: oops, wiki'ed the BC Place roof. I guess it actually cost $458M That amount of money would have paid for the teachers at the old rate AND probably build the Evergreen line, but hey, there is no money to be made by a private company (Whitecaps / Lions) in either. permalink parent [–]novasilverdangle 0 points1 point2 points 3 years ago (0 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on You forgot to mention we can be transfered for any reason including administration reasons, financial etc. This is how it use to be and opened teachers up to discrimination, homophobia, nepotism etc. permalink parent [–]GraiidMarried to Vancouver 5 points6 points7 points 3 years ago (4 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on I was talking to a teacher from my old high school. They've been cutting programs left and right. They cut our caf program, which was an advanced cooking course, two art courses, and a tonne of other courses here and there because they don't have the funding. Also, allegedly, the rate of learning disabled children has gone up, and my teacher was saying that when their contracted to only have 2-3 severely learning disabled children per class, 5-8 is normal now. Which the teachers are not equipped to handle and while most of them are willing to teach that many, they're not allowed to by contract. I'm fond of my high school. And the programs they're cutting were the programs that kids who were usually "troubled" took, and did really well in. I don't support raising their salaries, but they need to review their contracts, they need to review the class sizes AND the class make up, and work something out. permalink [–]novasilverdangle 0 points1 point2 points 3 years ago (0 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on The rate of LD, behaviour, mental health and special needs kids is through the roof. permalink parent [–]topazsparrow[S] 0 points1 point2 points 3 years ago (2 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on Also, allegedly, the rate of learning disabled children has gone up, and my teacher was saying that when their contracted to only have 2-3 severely learning disabled children per class, 5-8 is normal now. Which the teachers are not equipped to handle and while most of them are willing to teach that many, they're not allowed to by contract. To be fair, I'd be inclined to believe that the rate at which children are medically diagnosed with learning disabilities has increased far more than the actual rate of children with legitimate learning disabilities. Diet, Big Pharma and public awareness play a big role in all that. It's still a shame the students who have learning disabilities, legitimate (mentally handicapped) or otherwise (ADD or just Kinesthetic learners), have a negative impact on students that could otherwise make more of themselves. My biggest qualm is that students are not encouraged to compete anymore. They are not pushed to achieve or find their passions. The focus is on just getting through or "trying your best" and if its not good enough, it's okay you'll still graduate. It doesn't prepare them for the real world and then you've got an entire generation of 20 somethings that feel entitled to all the good things in life because they put up a pathetic effort. permalink parent [–]GraiidMarried to Vancouver 2 points3 points4 points 3 years ago (0 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on No when I say learning disabled, I'm not saying "ADD" or anything in the likes. I'm saying (in the nicest way possible) mentally handicapped. In my high school we have programs to help accommodate their learning needs, but with the increase of students, they need to spread them out a bit more. Usually these students take an art course, or PE or some sort of elective of their choosing so that the specific course can take on more people for that block or two, but they have too many people to do it within their contractual obligations. permalink parent [–]nipponnuck 0 points1 point2 points 3 years ago (0 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on finding passions and competiton seem like two different things to me. I think if we lower class size, the teachers can spend more time with individual children helpint them to find thier passions. If we resort to standardized tests, then we remove the individual interests and simply punch students out with a mould...I find it hard to find passion there, save the passion to simply score higher than other kids, and this would be a narrow vision of education in my mind. permalink parent [–]mcain 7 points8 points9 points 3 years ago (17 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on I have two kids in school, one just going into high school and one in elementary. I cannot support the BCTF while continues to maintain seniority over everything else, and protecting horrible teachers. One of my kids had a lemon teacher last year -- the principal knew it, the rest of the teaching staff knew it, but there was nothing to be done. This teacher was regularly parking their car minutes after the 9 AM bell, took off many sick days (which is basically a non-teaching day for the kids), kept the kids busy on too many art projects, was often angry in class, didn't do much with the kids beyond the minimum, etc. The principal said the entire Vancouver district fires about one teacher per year -- out of 3,000 teachers! The union leadership clearly does not want accountability (e.g. the Fraser report). Anytime they say they are putting kids first, its complete bullshit. permalink [–]topazsparrow[S] 1 point2 points3 points 3 years ago (1 child) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on Hmm. Interesting to hear that. Thanks for the input. If i had to guess. I'd say that the teachers and the teachers union want different things, but the union is the one holding the "talking stick" permalink parent [–]mcain 4 points5 points6 points 3 years ago (0 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on Yes -- 80-90% of my kids teachers have been great and I think most/all would support changes to their union that get rid of the lemon teachers. If your kid might land with a lemon teacher, you can't say "I don't want my child in his/her class." You must write a letter saying "my child needs a learning environment where [... list qualities that the good teachers have and the lemon teacher does not ...]." The school won't accept requests for placement with specific teachers: this is how you play the game the correct approach. Check out Waiting for Superman -- I don't think we're as bad as the US, but we're not much better. permalink parent [–]dbarefootCoupland stole my childhood 1 point2 points3 points 3 years ago (5 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on I've sent more than one polite inquiry to both the BCTF and the British Columbia College Of Teachers to ask how many teachers get dismissed a year. They've never responded. Did a little googling. Found this article: During the 2008-09 school year, the 60 public-school districts in B.C. reported 60 disciplines to the college. Of those, four were terminations and 26 were suspensions. But most of those reports would be for misconduct, not incompetence. That's four terminations out of 41,000 teachers. That is discouraging. permalink parent [–]mariesoleil 0 points1 point2 points 3 years ago (0 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on That's the BCCT. That's about teacher certification, not simply being a shitty teacher. permalink parent [–]nipponnuck 0 points1 point2 points 3 years ago (3 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on Wouldn't it be more discouraging if more teachers were diciplined and fired? That would imply that there are more lame teachers. Unless of course you already believe that the majority of teachers (or at least many more than were diciplined) are poor. permalink parent [–]dbarefootCoupland stole my childhood 0 points1 point2 points 3 years ago (2 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on For that year, they fired roughly 0.01% of all teachers. I'd discouraged because that seems like way too small a percentage to remove from the workforce. Surely you'd like to see any company or organization eliminating at least 0.5% or 1% of their worst workers every year. Consider it another way: 99.99% of all teachers in the province were not fired in the 2008-2009 school year. Does that sound right to you? More importantly, most of these teachers were disciplined for misconduct, not poor performance. permalink parent [–]nipponnuck 0 points1 point2 points 3 years ago (1 child) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on To be honest, I would like to see every organization keeping all of its workforce, as to me that implies that they are hardworking and should keep their jobs. Now I will agree if people are not performing up to standard then that need to be addressed. This brings us to something that both sides can constructively discuss: what are the standards, and how do we judge teachers based on these? This seems to be one of the BCTF's greatest concerns, as the currently suggested review process seems quite vague. Who will do the judging, and what will the steps of dicipline be? How heavily will other factors be taken into account, for example special needs/esl levels in the classroom? What weight will be given to the extra-curricular work teachers do, and other work done outside standard hours? Furthermore, while removing a poorly performing teacher from a class is ultimately good for the students, doing so in the middle of the school year is hard on them. Likewise for a teacher, it can take time to get into the groove of a new grade level or school, and will that be taken in to account with a review process? I am not against review at all, but I think that we have far too many laymen judging teachers without really considering the complexity that is needed to properly and fairly critique their work. permalink parent [–]dbarefootCoupland stole my childhood 0 points1 point2 points 3 years ago (0 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on We disagree on the question of workforces. I'm no HR expert, but I'm pretty sure your organization is always better off if you annually eliminate the 1% worst performers and higher new people to replace them. The fact that so few of BC's teachers get fired reflects an unwillingness to improve, by both the government and the BCTF. On assessment and evaluation, we mostly agree, though I think it's in the BCTF's best interests to reject every possible evaluation scheme. Any evaluation threatens their members, so they're unlikely to be advocates for it. I also think we should incentivize great teachers, by the way. How can we reward the top 5% if we don't know who they are? If I were a parent, I'd want to know if the teacher teaching my kids was in the 5th percentile, or the 95th percentile. As of today, I don't think parents have any tools for discovering the quality of their children's teachers. permalink parent [–]thedarkerside 0 points1 point2 points 3 years ago (2 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on The union leadership clearly does not want accountability (e.g. the Fraser report). Anytime they say they are putting kids first, its complete bullshit. I heard stories of school boards having "rubber rooms" where they park teachers they can't get rid off. I wonder why that doesn't exist here? permalink parent [–]novasilverdangle 0 points1 point2 points 3 years ago (1 child) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on It does not exist here. permalink parent [–]thedarkerside 0 points1 point2 points 3 years ago (0 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on Ah. Well that sort of.... sucks. permalink parent [–]bloofa 0 points1 point2 points 3 years ago (0 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on Agree. I'd be fine with significant teacher pay raises in exchange for better tools to weed out low quality teachers. The BC College of Teachers basically does the minimum possible to discipline teachers. Teachers unions in the United States are moving to accept better accountability tools, why not those in BC? permalink parent [–]MikePalecek 0 points1 point2 points 3 years ago (3 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on I'd like to take a look at the teachers' contract. In my experience, when union shops keep workers around that shouldn't be there, it is because management doesn't want to go through the hassle of firing people. When it comes to discipline, a union is like a lawyer. Occasionally a lawyer will get a murder off the hook, but it is usually the prosecutor to blame. permalink parent [–]mcain 1 point2 points3 points 3 years ago (0 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on Here is what I faced: the principal said that if I had concerns about the teacher, I had to first discuss those issues/concerns with the teacher. So, for instance, lateness (which would be evident to management) became my responsibility to raise and take to the next level. The problem is that now I (and by extension, my child) become the enemy of the teacher -- for trying to hold them accountable. Is it worth making my child's daily life miserable and/or compromising their education? The principals appear to have little support from the board without a mass of complaints from parents. Example with this teacher: the first parent-teacher conference was scheduled for 3:15 to 3:30, IIRC. I showed up early at 3:10 -- no teacher to be found, after about 3:20 I start looking around the school. At roughly 3:25 I find the teacher in the staff room making a tea. She was somewhat annoyed at me for looking for her, despite being substantially late for a pre-scheduled 15 minute appointment that usually can't be extended because they're back-to-back. (Just to be clear, there was no appointment/class scheduled before me -- she really had no legit reason to not be there). A friend with older kids who had been through her class noted that she was very pro-union -- no doubt -- in any other job they'd have fired her ass long ago. permalink parent [–][deleted] -1 points0 points1 point 3 years ago (0 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on Teachers dont have reviews on an annual basis so there is no way to remove a crappy teacher. This is the main issue here. They also aren't mechanics or that kind of thing so there is no safety type things that can be mentioned. If a teacher is to be reviewed (by the principal) they must give 2 days notice, maybe it's one actually, anyways, significant notice, then the principal sits in the class. There is no other method of appraisal of skill. See a problem? permalink parent [–][deleted] 0 points1 point2 points 3 years ago (0 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on This is the issue the government has on the table now, scrap the current system. I asked a couple of my teacher friends, all new, 1 - 5 years, and the stuff the union tells them on this subject is appalling, basically the union is saying without this system the government will be firing everyone all the time. I can not side with the BCTF (despite my wanting smaller classes and a CoL increase) while they hang on to this absolute joke of a policy. Welcome to the real world, where you get reviews and are responsible for your actions. Oh, unless you're a teacher. Then coast or work your ass off, either way, same result. permalink parent [–][deleted] 3 years ago (4 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on [deleted] [–]mariesoleil 1 point2 points3 points 3 years ago (3 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on a new teacher makes about 30-40,000 a year No they don't. I realise that you appear to support the teachers, but claiming inaccurate data is not going to help your point. Here are the salary grids. A new teacher educated in BC will be a Category 5 at Step 0. You'll need to scroll down to the bottom of each pdf to see the data for the current year. I don't think there is any school district that pays under $40 000. permalink [–][deleted] 3 years ago (2 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on [deleted] [–]mariesoleil 1 point2 points3 points 3 years ago (1 child) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on Then please point out in which school district beginning teachers educated in BC get between $30-40k. Category 4 applies to very few teachers, mostly teachers from outside BC with only a BEd. As for the after tax thing, salaries and hourly wages are always given as gross, unless "take home pay" is specified. My point is only that we need to stay accurate. Had you claimed that nearly all teachers have classes larger than 30, I would have called you on that as well. permalink [–]cascadianow 3 points4 points5 points 3 years ago (15 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on Teachers are some of the most underpaid and under appreciated group of workers in the world. In no other profession do you begin a career at so low a pay compared to the amount of school and requirements put in, often 6, 8 or 10 years, with all the bills and student loan payments still needed to be paid. Give the teachers the money they deserve. Cut out bureaucracy and not the people doing real work. permalink [–][deleted] -1 points0 points1 point 3 years ago (14 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on Ok. They are underpaid, but not for the reasons you mentioned. Becoming a teacher is about the easiest thing to do if you get into university, period. Grades are hardly relevant, the year of actually getting your teaching schooling is considerably easier than any other masters, or in the case of law, even a bachelors. You need a LA degree, and that's about it. Almost every single teacher is less educated in their degree than ANYONE who goes to work in that field, and usually significantly so. If you're going to argue for teachers wages, and by all means they need a raise, don't use that tact. It's not true. It takes 5 years to be a teacher. 5 in BC. Less in other provinces. permalink parent [–]cascadianow 1 point2 points3 points 3 years ago (9 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on Whatever, you seem to have already made up your mind on the subject. See, I think that teachers work hard, are in charge of future generations, and are some of the fundamentally most under appreciated workers out there. I fail to see how the argument you make about their time in university has any validity since you just kind of make it up as you go? Grade point average has little impact in many fields once your in the program and I fail to see how after 5 years of teaching, plus a stringent evaluation and training process in addition BC teachers are uneducated in their fields. This seems like your personal opinion, and not an argument. You also exclude all the additional training, peer review processes and evaluation time that they must go through before coming employed, and the fact that teaching is one of the only professions where they are only paid for about half of the work they provide since most grading is done on their own time. When this time is taken into account, teaching is about the ONLY post university job that is equivalent to minimum wage after your receive a masters degree. permalink parent [–][deleted] -1 points0 points1 point 3 years ago* (8 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on Do you know how much teachers make? They are NOWHERE near min wage in their first year. 37k a year. That's about 20/hr assuming FIFTY HOUR WORK WEEKS EVERY WEEK they work. Every single week. This assumes pro d days are 10 hour days, and EVERY SINGLE OTHER DAY. On top of this they are able to make more during their time off in the summer. The math is basic. 20/hr to start after university is a very reasonable wage. You can't be taken seriously when you say they are making min wage. Also, they don't do fifty hours every single week. Most anyone who works salary works 50 hours a week, this is real life. You're not paid for a 9 - 5 job and then your work ends. However, teachers are about the only profession that constantly bitches about it to the public, then wonder why they lose the pr war in the media, which already happened this time. It's because they're out of touch. It's clear you're just making things up, this min wage lie, that it takes 10 years to be a teacher, etc., and so on. It's also fairly clear you're a teacher, want to be one, or know someone who is. Why not just argue for wage increases based on merit instead of bitching and crying? I've never gone and asked for a raise or promotion and said, but oh god im so hard done by, cry whine, bitch. My degrees, they're blalblabla. No, you sell your upside, not cry about the downside of your job. If the profession is so damned hard and so unfair. Quit. Or teach privately. Or if you care so much, go into politics, but that might actually require getting a real degree beyond a bachelors, which is basically high school at this point, so you may not have the grades for it. While you're probably incapable of it, take the points I said to heart instead of railing against them. My opinion really doesn't matter, but if you're in the teaching profession and want more money, or smaller classes, or whatever, read what I said and drop the retarded arguments and instead focus on the positives. No one gives a fuck about how hard your life is as a teacher, because it's not. You have 1st world problems. permalink parent [–]nipponnuck 0 points1 point2 points 3 years ago (4 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on Did your teacher make you stay after class for not doing your homework or something? Because I sense a lot of hate towards the teaching profession in general. permalink parent [–][deleted] 0 points1 point2 points 3 years ago (3 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on Really? No, I loved school. I continued school into post secondary. I did well. Because I'm pointing out that the previous poster is literally lying I don't like teachers? What I don't like is the bullshit rhetoric that seeps into this conversation, from the person I responded to, and you. Did you do really shitty in university because you never addressed the assigned topic, because I sense someone too stupid to debate the facts and who instead reverts to irrelevant points. permalink parent [–]nipponnuck 0 points1 point2 points 3 years ago (2 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on Yes, really. It is no that you disagree with people that made me make that comment but, as you so poetically put it, bullshit rhetoric: what is with your attitude? I think that is what most people here are offended about. You provide little proof and your diction leads at least this reader to believe that you are trying to attack the other posters. Funny that, as my smug remark to you seems to have been met with such anger and your own bullshit rhetoric (thanks for that, gonna keep using it) that I can only assume I may be closer to the truth than you are willing to admit. Also asking a direct question about whether I did shitty in university, with the intention of questioning my intellect, without ending it in a question mark is to say the least...ironic. Furthermore, if your attitude towards the teaching profession was formed by a bad history with teachers, then I wouldn't consider that to be an irrelevant point. permalink parent [–]nipponnuck 0 points1 point2 points 3 years ago (1 child) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on and for the record, my marks in university tended to be in the high 80s to mid 90s. Not so great by my standards, but... permalink parent [–][deleted] -1 points0 points1 point 3 years ago (0 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on Well, since it wasn't the case, it was irrelevant. I'm not shocked you'd use a term I did, your own grasp of the language is weak as proven by your reading comprehension so far. You clearly don't know the definition of irony, so I'm going to guess you didn't take the required four English courses for any degree? I don't care to explain the device of asking a question, adding a comma and ending in a period. It's probably first year writing. It's standard issue, but you'd have to read something other than internet forums to pick up on it probably. I smirk at your claim of a 4 to a 4.25 gpa when you question such ridiculous things as you did above and misuse irony, which is literally taught in every first year English class in great detail. Usually teachers provide a list just because it's so overused and misused. But hey, if you did do well in university, good for you! I suppose my wondering was misguided, because there are many subjects and all you've really shown is you can't write, or read, better than a 16 year old. Which is fine, which is most of the population. I always just assume people learn to write and read well in university, but often forget most skimp on English and create horrific papers that are incredibly dull to read. That's why they have TAs I guess. Don't mistake me either, I'm not ragging on you for missing a period, or some slightly off sentence structure when you're writing on the internet, where no one bothers to proof read. I'm talking about a word that is literally in the curriculum of every English 101 course and you not knowing the meaning. Good luck in the future, I'm sure you'll need it. I won't bother to read your future replies, but hopefully your blood pressure jumps up a bit more as you hit dictionary.com and try to mush the meaning you find into your sentence, in vain. And about being angry. I don't get mad on internet forums, waste of time. I don't mind poking at people like you though, who are so arrogant they can't see any other point of view without seeing it as a fault in the person who holds it. You inevitably take it as anger. Projection. permalink parent [–]cascadianow 0 points1 point2 points 3 years ago (2 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on meh, I'm not making it up, I just live south of the border is all. If only we could be so lucky that I could make a similar argument to yours. So instead of whining why don't you take a breath and be glad that you live in a country where employees with a master degree can earn a living wage. Often in America, they can't and don't. And I'm also certainly not a teacher, just appreciative of the service that they render the community. I have much less sympathy for econ majors or any type of financial job. Maybe I feel the same way about wall street fat cats as you do about teachers? If so, I feel sorry for your existence. Anyways, enjoy your healthcare and job security. It's nice to meet someone who still uses caps lock in their sentences. Bon voyage and safe treading. permalink parent [–][deleted] -1 points0 points1 point 3 years ago (1 child) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on So, you're pulling facts about the teaching profession in a discussion about BC from other countries? That's even more stupid than lying. Not shocking you're an American I suppose. Too sheltered and ignorant to think things might be different in a country other than their own. Oh hey, why not bring up the teaching wage in Somolia. I'm sure that's some relevant information to the discussion at hand! I'm thankful you don't live in my country mostly by the way, otherwise we haven't all the things that make Canada great. The reason education is so devalued in America is the completely free market system you have in regards to education where it's all for profit. Canada limits the amount of teachers, lawyers, etc., to avoid that mess. Maybe focus on learning about why your country has these issues. permalink parent [–]cascadianow 0 points1 point2 points 3 years ago (0 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on So full of anger. Amazing how invested you are with getting in arguments with complete strangers. I'd work on some of your anger management issues instead of bashing all those hardworking people around you who do productive things like teach children instead of sit on a computer all day rambling at strangers. permalink parent [–]novasilverdangle 0 points1 point2 points 3 years ago (3 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on Getting your BEd is not the same as a Masters so do not compare the two. You need an LA degree? What the hell is that? Obvious to me you have no idea what you are talking about. permalink parent [–][deleted] -1 points0 points1 point 3 years ago* (2 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on Liberal arts. I have no idea what I'm talking about?!?!?!? Obviously you never went to school but are talking about the subject as if you have a clue. A masters is one year for many, so is the BEd. How's it different then? Both five years. Oh yea, a masters is actually difficult to get into and difficult to complete. Not simply sitting on a waiting list. There's just no way you ever set foot in a school if you don't know what the liberal arts are. permalink parent [–]novasilverdangle 0 points1 point2 points 3 years ago (1 child) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on Oh dear. I know what the liberal arts are, have just never heard of an LA degree offered in BC. A liberal arts degree does not qualify you to teach high school or middle school in BC. I'm not sure about elementary. You must major in a teachable subject area. permalink parent [–][deleted] 0 points1 point2 points 3 years ago (0 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on A liberal arts degree is offered in every single university in Canada. It's a degree in any of the liberal arts. Also, there are exceptions to what you listed as being required to do your BEd, but ya, that's the gist of it. permalink parent [–][deleted] 7 points8 points9 points 3 years ago (6 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on Just a note, the reason teacher's salaries would take up 93% of the budget is because literally everything else has been cut. No new buildings, no new supplies/textbooks, no teacher aides, no seismic upgrades, etc. Soon the children will just be locked up behind a fence in an empty lot, but it will be cheap! permalink [–][deleted] 0 points1 point2 points 3 years ago (1 child) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on no seismic upgrades If that were true they wouldn't be ripping down every heritage school in the lower mainland and building horrific brutalist monstrosities in their place. ಠ_ಠ permalink parent [–][deleted] 1 point2 points3 points 3 years ago (0 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on If the reverse were true, that district could not possibly be budgeting 93% of resources toward teachers. Some districts are getting upgrade money, some aren't. permalink parent [–][deleted] -1 points0 points1 point 3 years ago (3 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on Lies. Sorry, complete lies. There are new schools, and seismic upgrading is underway. permalink parent [–]nipponnuck 0 points1 point2 points 3 years ago (1 child) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on proof or GTFO. especially if you are calling "complete lies" permalink parent [–][deleted] 0 points1 point2 points 3 years ago (0 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on They are complete lies, provide me with a source please. It was his claims, the onus is on him to cite, not me. permalink parent [–]dbarefootCoupland stole my childhood 2 points3 points4 points 3 years ago (3 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on This isn't intended to be an argument for one side or the other, but I thought it'd be worth looking at the predicted population trends for young people for the province. Looks like they'll remain flat for the next 4-5 years, then creep up and then flatten out in about 2025. permalink [–][deleted] 3 years ago (2 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on [deleted] [–]dbarefootCoupland stole my childhood 0 points1 point2 points 3 years ago (1 child) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on Where do you see evidence that it doesn't take immigration into account? I'm not necessarily disagreeing with you--I just don't see where that's evident. permalink [–][deleted] 0 points1 point2 points 3 years ago (0 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on Now that you mention it it would be very silly for a population growth graph not to take into account immigration. Long day. permalink parent [–]idspispopd 4 points5 points6 points 3 years ago (5 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on I think some sort of union needs to be created for the sole purpose of looking out for the rights of students. It's utter crap that teachers are always saying that part of the reason they're striking is to better the situation for the kids. That way they can go argue they deserve better wages and conditions without appealing to the emotions of the public. Also, an organization looking out for students could push for actual changes to the system to improve schooling. When it's the teachers who have this job they're always going to look out for their own interests first and that's just not right. permalink [–]topazsparrow[S] 3 points4 points5 points 3 years ago (3 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on The government should be doing that. A union that represents the students (which universities and colleges already have) would be a financial drain and an added complication. How would they receive funding? permalink parent [–]idspispopd 2 points3 points4 points 3 years ago (2 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on I don't have a good solution, it's not a fully formed idea. If it's the government doing it the teachers will just continue to argue that they're the true defenders of students rights. permalink parent [–]topazsparrow[S] 2 points3 points4 points 3 years ago (1 child) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on true enough. Ideally the government would be doing a good job in the first place and we wouldn't need all this arguing. I think a part of the problem lies with the people who elect the people who decide how the system works. It seems a large portion of society either doesn't give a shit about our education system, sees it as a drain on their tax money, or thinks their kids don't deserve to be judged by teachers and should get a free pass through school because their kid said "he tried his best" and it's the teachers fault he's not doing well. permalink parent [–][deleted] -3 points-2 points-1 points 3 years ago (0 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on The BC Teacher's union is full of so much bullshit and propaganda there is no way the government can combat that crap. permalink parent [–]bloofa 2 points3 points4 points 3 years ago (0 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on This is the idea behind Parent Advisory Councils. Unfortunately their powers are limited and the BCTF refuses to cooperate with them. permalink parent [–][deleted] 1 point2 points3 points 3 years ago (0 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on I don't know where you got the 93% number, but I suspect someone hasn't looked closely enough. In the case of the VSB, it looks like seismic upgrading and other Provincially-supported infrastructure spending isn't included in the operating budget that the board controls. Also, the figure that you gave of 93% seems suspicious. In the 2011 VSB budget the total amount spent on budget and salaries is 92.3% of the total budget. The problem there is that teacher and substitute are not the only jobs included in that figure; school administrators, educational assistants, support staff, and "other professionals" are not BCTF members. The budget VSB passed doesn't cover much more than wages and benefits, buses, chairs, desks, library books and gardening services. Maybe they have coffee in the lounge. The fact that so many buildings housing so many people can be properly operated and maintained on so little is astounding. permalink [–]JuzPwnI don't think so Tim 1 point2 points3 points 3 years ago (0 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on Good I hope they do strike... they've been F***** up the ass by the government. Let me explain When they voted on class sizes, they gave up money just so they can teach and better students... but since the Olympic village (not hating on Olympics I liked them) screwed things up and the province was getting in more debt they scratched everything and started beating the number of teachers down. So basically teachers walked away with no money... no smaller class sizes... and no respect from the government. Hows that for a reason to strike? permalink [–]soondot 0 points1 point2 points 3 years ago (6 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on Wait, didn't we just have a postal strike FFS? permalink [–]topazsparrow[S] 2 points3 points4 points 3 years ago (5 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on Technically it was a lockout forced by the government appointed management team. But yea. It's kind of to be expected with a such a heavy handed right wing federal government being newly elected. Both the gov and the unions will be posturing and flexing their muscles to "stand their ground". Which is partially what caused the Postal worker debacle. permalink parent [–][deleted] 0 points1 point2 points 3 years ago (4 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on No, no, no. Completely, ABSOLUTELY, completely unrelated. Sigh. Which government legislated the postal workers back to work? Which government is the BCTF negotiating with? I get very frustrated with the extreme ignorance of people who say things like "heavy handed right wing" and think they have the slightest clue what they are talking about when they then assign blame for a provincial strike to them. Your entire opinion on the federal government is suspect given you don't have a very basic grasp of how our different levels of government relate and interact. I don't mean that as an insult, but possibly you should learn about the subject before forming opinions like the one I quoted. Imagine this exchange, "Man, this basketball team is the best basketball team on the planet." "You're watching Golf." That's what it looks like when you say things like you just did. Again, don't take it as insult, learn about the subject, scrap every idea you had about the parties, come back and relearn. permalink parent [–]topazsparrow[S] 3 points4 points5 points 3 years ago (3 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on Thanks for being mature and rational a huge dick. Despite the fact that the BCTF is dealing with a provincial government, the situation is very similar. I'm sorry if you can't see that. You're also sorrily mistaken if you think the BC liberal party isn't very right wing. If you're so gosh darned enlightened on the the inner most workings of the political system and government in canada, please share your oh-so-wise knowledge with us... Care to explain how the CUPW negotiations with the fed gov is so vastly different than the BCTF negotiating with the Provincial gov? It must be a massive difference, because you've labelled everyone who isn't in the know as being of "extreme ignorance". The teachers are making a stand because the cost of living is going up and the government is set to make even more cut-backs. They're not just going to sit down and take it for another year. They want to make this a prominent issue before the provincial elections. permalink parent [–][deleted] 0 points1 point2 points 3 years ago (2 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on You directly said the BCTF was negotiating with a newly elected right wing federal government. permalink parent [–]nipponnuck 0 points1 point2 points 3 years ago (1 child) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on Go re-read what he wrote. I saw him mention that the postal workers were the ones dealing with the feds. Then he mentioned that now the gov (ambigious) and unions were going to be 'flexing muscle' now. The only person who said 'the BCTF [is] negotiating witha newly elected right wing federal government' was you. permalink parent [–][deleted] 0 points1 point2 points 3 years ago (0 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on No, your reading comprehension is shit. He talks about a new right wing federal government flexing it's muscle with the posties, then continues on to them doing the same with the BCTF. He didn't deny it in his response, but it's nice of you to try. permalink parent [–]KinseyincanadaMount Pleasant 0 points1 point2 points 3 years ago (0 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on I would give them a substantial raise but only if they fire all the terrible teachers that abuse the system. permalink [–][deleted] 0 points1 point2 points 3 years ago (4 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on Everyone needs more money as CoL goes up, you can't begrudge that. My huge issue is the fundamental way the union works. The government wants to remove seniority, the union is telling its members this would mean everyone would be getting fired all over for no reason and every teacher would have a yearly review. That is somehow a bad thing, a yearly review, with feedback and so on. Yes, welcome to being a grown up and having a job. Until the BCTF agrees to this I can not believe a thing they say or believe they have the interests of the students at heart. A yearly review is not a big deal and can be very helpful. Further, seniority is absolutely stupid and crippling. Have a teacher there for 30 years but does nothing except a pay cheque? Can't do anything about it. Have 10 teachers 5 years in working their asses off, oh well, they are on a standard scale. This type of scare tactic by the BCTF, that without seniority the system will fail, is the reason government struggles and has massive overhead and is cluttered with the incompetent, because they can hide in the system. Until teachers wake up and realize they have jobs and should therefore be reviewed and assesed on that, they should get nothing. I had one friend who's a teacher say, well what happens when I've been working 25 years, I'll be screwed by this system. I said to her, no you'll be better off now because you're an amazing teacher, and you'll be better off then because you'll still be an amazing teacher but then you'll have experience on top of that! That's how the world works. But not if you're a teacher. permalink [–]nipponnuck 0 points1 point2 points 3 years ago (3 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on A lot of what the teachers seem worried about is that the system of review seems to be extremely vague, maybe intentionally so. I think it is a valid concern for them to be against something that could possibly be what your friends is afraid of. As was discussed in other areas, judging a teacher is not an easy task, and one cannot simply take the review of parents or the test scores of students. Good teachers create a community in their schools, and this is not something so easily judge by empercial means. Peir-review seems to be a good way to start, but since this proposed system of review has not been clearly explained I feel that the teachers do have a right to be concerned. permalink parent [–][deleted] 0 points1 point2 points 3 years ago (2 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on Fair enough. Your concerns are all valid and I agree with everything you said. What about a system of review that is worked at though? You could apply what you just said to a banker and swap out words like scores with things like goals, and instead of community put in team. I'm still agreeing with what you say, but sorry, no peer review isn't a valid option in a union / management environment alone, it needs more. Teachers give out scores for effort (which by the way is rather funny, but that's another topic). Surely that can't be judged empirically? If you're able to agree that's an incredibly stupid system, then we can move from there. Still, you can judge things other than empirically. It also doesn't have to be binary. As long as teachers see it as an us vs our management system, the system is broken and it can't be fixed. A good teacher should not rail against a system that works to help identify issues. It'll make everyone's job easier and truly help the student. The current lack of accountability relative to about any other job on the planet is not helpful. So, I agree that empirically addressing everything may not be the way to go, but there is definitely a hybrid out there that is the "best" option, if not the "perfect" option (hey look, we're doing scantrons!). That needs to be worked towards, and the seniority/lack of standard reviews at regular intervals system is not it. permalink parent [–]nipponnuck 0 points1 point2 points 3 years ago (1 child) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on I think working at a decent system of review is not a bad thing, but I can understand that for the members of the union that doing this can be seen as making a deal with the devil. The government has not really shown any indication of compromise with the teachers in recent negotiations, so I don't think the teachers would be willing to put themselves under the thumb of a reveiw system which was to be 'worked at'. The government has shown it is not interested in arbitration with the teachers, and this has created a toxic environment of distrust. What am I supposed to agree is incredibly stupid? That teachers encourage effort or that this cannot be judged emperically? Depending on what level is being taught, and who is being taught, I think that the effort of the students should be given some consideration. Maybe not in highschool, but in primary grades I think encouraging the kids to keep trying even if they don't succeed is a valuable lesson. The things our good teachers provide to students go beyond simply facts and include attitude, inquiry, and curosity as well as the skills to be a decent member of society. Sometimes these things take time for children to develop, and encouraging these through marks is not a bad system. I will state for the record though, that this needs to be held to all students (ie. all students have 10% of an assignment set aside for effort). permalink parent [–][deleted] 0 points1 point2 points 3 years ago (0 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on You're arguing against standardized testing for reviews, yet you're arguing for empirically grading effort, something that is completely unknowable by a teacher. If a kid gets All A's in grade 7 or so, yet doesn't get all G's. Is there an issue there? This happens frequently, and generally that entire system is a way to reward kids whom the teacher thinks behave as they want them to, not the effort they put into the assignments. If you're willing to say that you as a teacher know what's going on inside a kid's head and therefore can determine the effort they put in, you deserve any type of system the government wants to impress upon you. In reality, that is not a useful tool for helping children improve, assigning a value to something that is unknowable. Your argument regarding giving kids good marks for trying but maybe not quite getting it is valorous, it sounds good paper. Again though, this one time mark at the end of a semester is a pretty shoddy stand in for what needs to be done, address the issues. See how hard your married to a system that the vast majority of non teachers would think is just pretty stupid? I know you won't believe that, but poll some students graduating high school what they think of the effort mark. Poll them again 10 years later. It's going to be damn low who thought it was useful. Most will be at best indifferent, others will resent it for various reasons. Yet you put students 'under the thumb' of this idiotic empirical system. It's difficult to rectify your rationalizations for this, and your rationalizations why teachers shouldnt have reviews. permalink parent [–]perciva15 pieces of -5 points-4 points-3 points 3 years ago (9 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on The BCTF keeps complaining about class sizes; this is really code for "we want you to hire more teachers". Personally, I don't see the need for smaller classes. 95% of classes have 30 or fewer students; but when I was in school, I don't think I had a single class between grade 4 and grade 12 with less than 30 students; and I never saw any problems with the sizes of classes I was in. The BCTF also complains about the number of "special needs" students who can be in the same class; here too I cry foul. I was a "special needs" student in high school: I was classified as "gifted". Did I need any extra attention in class? Of course not; the only effect was that each year they asked me to fill out a form so that the school could get some extra money (around $150, I think). Now, I did see problems due to the inclusion of "special needs" students, but these were related to the presence of students with very high needs -- the 99.9th percentile -- not due to the total number of students so classified. The vast majority of special-needs students impose no significant burden on the system. TL;DR: According to the BCTF, the school system I went through was terrible; my experience differs and I think they're just whining in order to create more teaching jobs. permalink [–]twtmc 10 points11 points12 points 3 years ago (4 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on Since when is "gifted" the same thing as "special needs"? They are referring to those with learning disabilities, hence why they require special attention due to their needs. The "gifted" are near capable of teaching themselves. It is 2 opposite ends of the spectrum. permalink parent [–]topazsparrow[S] 8 points9 points10 points 3 years ago (0 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on I noticed that as well. I Think "special needs" generally refers to mentally handicapped people or people with severe learning disabilities. During my grade 11 and 12 years, the school had to fire their special needs councilors and instructors and they lumped those students in with the normal classes. It was a major disruption and slowed down the class tremendously. The distraction was welcome, but in hind-sight was a primary cause for unfinished curriculum at the end of the year. I was robbed of a small portion of my education. permalink parent [–]perciva15 pieces of 0 points1 point2 points 3 years ago (2 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on Ministry policy states that "gifted" is one type of "special needs". It doesn't make sense to me either... permalink parent [–]smckenzie23 8 points9 points10 points 3 years ago (1 child) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on Of course it does. They have "special needs" above and beyond a standard class. On one end people may need help with behavior, and special classes and evaluations. On the other people need special classes, advanced placement, etc. Special is used to mean "outside of the ordinary" on both ends of the spectrum. permalink parent [–]mariesoleil 1 point2 points3 points 3 years ago (0 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on Sometimes the "gifted" students will have a lot of behaviour problems because they are bored, but the teacher tends to need to spend more time on the weak students. permalink parent [–]topazsparrow[S] 8 points9 points10 points 3 years ago (1 child) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on TL;DR: According to the BCTF, the school system I went through was terrible; my experience differs and I think they're just whining in order to create more teaching jobs. Is that really a bad thing? I think education is the single most important industry in our society. Dumb kids make for a dumb society. It's worth every penny. It matters where those pennies go though. I don't think paying the teachers more is a good investment, but I think that the education system does need some reform and more money. It's a problem when the cut programs like sex ed and sciences. permalink parent [–][deleted] -1 points0 points1 point 3 years ago (0 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on Ya, it's a horrific thing. They are grabbing money for the union, more teachers, more money. Period. This is prevalent in a lot of unions, air canada has to fight the same thing. The problem is the student's needs aren't meant. I'll reply to your thread with some of the issues. permalink parent [–]nipponnuck 0 points1 point2 points 3 years ago (0 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on Another facet of this is that the numbers of educational support staff has been cut. These are the people who really assist the teachers when they are swamped or dealing with a large class/class with many special needs kids. I think this is too often forgotten. permalink parent [–]nipponnuck 0 points1 point2 points 3 years ago (0 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on Class size affects the level of education in more ways than those the students see. If there are more students, there are more papers to mark, more parent teacher conferences to attend, and all around more work in general. If the size of the class goes up, the ammount of work goes up. permalink parent about blog about team source code advertise jobs help wiki FAQ reddiquette rules contact us tools mobile firefox extension chrome extension buttons widget <3 reddit gold store redditgifts reddit AMA app reddit.tv radio reddit Use of this site constitutes acceptance of our User Agreement and Privacy Policy. © 2014 reddit inc. All rights reserved. REDDIT and the ALIEN Logo are registered trademarks of reddit inc. close this window you'll need to login or register to do that create a new account all it takes is a username and password privacy philosophy we limit data collected about you and your use of the platform, your personal information is never for sale, we use and disclose information to prevent people from abusing the platform, but we never disclose it for any other reason unless required by law. for more information, see our privacy policy. username:try anotheravailable! account recovery email:  (optional)we only send email at your request password: verify password: remember me create account is it really that easy? only one way to find out... login already have an account and just want to login? username: password: remember me recover password login close this window interface language English [en]العربية [ar]Беларуская мова [be]български език [bg]Bosanski [bs]català [ca]česky [cs]dansk [da]Deutsch [de]Ελληνικά [el]English (Australia) [en-au]English (Canadian) [en-ca]English (Great Britain) [en-gb]English [en-us]Esperanto [eo]español [es]español [es-ar]eesti keel [et]Euskara [eu]فارسی [fa]suomi [fi]français [fr]Gàidhlig [gd]עברית [he]मानक हिन्दी [hi]hrvatski [hr]Magyar [hu]Հայերեն լեզու [hy]Bahasa Indonesia [id]íslenska [is] (*)italiano (Italy) [it]日本語 [ja]ಕನ್ನಡ [kn_IN]한국어 [ko]Latin [la]1337 [leet]LOL [lol]lietuvių kalba [lt]latviešu valoda [lv]Nederlands [nl]Nynorsk [nn]Norsk [no]Arrrrrrrr! [pir]polski [pl]português [pt] (*)português [pt-pt]português brasileiro [pt_BR]română [ro]русский [ru]slovenčina [sk]slovenščina [sl]српски језик [sr]Srpski [sr-la]Svenska [sv]தமிழ் [ta]ภาษาไทย [th]Türkçe [tr]українська мова [uk]Tiếng Việt [vi]中文 [zh] (*) incomplete volunteer to translate π Rendered by PID 2175 on app-03 at 2014-10-07 19:33:58.173044+00:00 running 143b6e5 country code: US.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7848,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, No. 2, October 2004 No cow left behind As a principal facing the task of figuring out all the complexities of the "No Child Left Behind" legislation and its impact on education, I have decided that there is a strong belief that testing students is the answer to bringing about improvements in student performance. Since testing seems to be a cornerstone to improving performance, I don’t understand why this principle isn’t applied to other businesses that are not performing up to expectations. I was thinking about the problem of falling milk prices and wondering why testing cows wouldn’t be effective in bringing up prices, since testing students is going to bring up test scores. The federal government should mandate testing all cows every year starting at age 2. Now, I know that it will take time out of the farmers necessary work to do this testing every year and that it may be necessary to spend inordinate amounts of money on the testing equipment, but that should not detract us from what must be done. I’m sure there are plenty of statistics to show what good milk-producing performance looks like and the characteristics of cows that achieve this level of performance. It should, therefore, be easy to figure out the characteristics necessary to meet this standard. We will begin our testing finding out which cows now meet the standard, which almost meet the standard, which meet the standard with honors, and which show little evidence of achievement. Points will be assigned in each category, and it will be necessary to achieve a certain average score. If this score is not achieved, the Department of Agriculture will send in experts to give advice for improvement. If improvements do not occur over a couple of years, the state will take over your farm or even force you to sell. Now, I’m sure farms have a mix of cows in the barn, but it is important to remember that every cow can meet the standard. There should be no exceptions and no excuses. I don’t want to hear about the cows that just came to the barn from the farm down the road that didn’t provide the proper nutrition or a proper living environment. All cows need to meet the standard. Another key factor will be the placement of a highly qualified farmer in each barn. I know many of you have been farming for many years, but it will be necessary for all farmers to become certified. This will mean some more paperwork and testing on your knowledge of cows, but in the end, this will lead to the benefit of all. It will also be necessary to allow barn choice for the cows. If cows are not meeting the standard in certain farms, they will be allowed to go to the barn of their choice. Transportation may become an issue, but it is critical that cows be allowed to leave their low-performing barns. This will force low-performing farms to meet the standard or else they will simply go out of business. Some small farms will probably go out of business as a result of this new legislation. Simply put, the cost per cow is too high. As taxpayers we can not be expected to foot the bill to subsidize farms with dairy compacts. Even though no one really knows what the ideal cost is to keep cows content, the legislature will set a cost per cow. Expenditures too far above this cost will be penalized. Since everyone knows that there are economies of scale, small farms will probably be forced to close and those cows will merge into larger farms. Some farmers may be upset that I proclaim to know what is best for these cows, but I certainly consider myself capable of making these recommendations. I grew up next to a farm, and I drink milk. I hope you will consider this advice in the spirit it is given, and I hope you will agree that the NO COW LEFT BEHIND legislation may not be best for a small state like Vermont. Kenneth Remsen is the principal at Underhill I.D. School, Jericho, Vermont, U.S. Source: B.C. Alternate Education Teachers’ Association newsletter, Spring 2004. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/AboutUs.aspx?id=4550&printPage=true,BCTF > Privacy Policy for Members  	About us  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > About Us BCTF Privacy Policy for Members The British Columbia Teachers’ Federation (BCTF) is committed to protecting the privacy and confidentiality of our members’ personal information. The BCTF is committed to complying with the British Columbia Personal Information Protection Act, S.B.C. 2003, c. 63 (PIPA).  This includes managing the collection, use, disclosure, storage, and ultimate disposition of our members’ personal information in ways that safeguard the privacy of our members. Definitions Personal Information – for the purposes of this policy means information about an individual.  It does not include aggregate information which cannot be associated with a specific individual, and it does not include the name, title, business address, business e-mail address, or business telephone number of an individual.  Examples of personal information include home address and phone number, social insurance number, and medical information of an individual. Privacy Officer – means the individual designated responsibility for ensuring that the BCTF complies with this policy and PIPA. Personal Information Collected The BCTF collects personal information to fulfil its obligations to members and in the course of providing a variety of services.  The types of information collected include: your name home address and telephone number social insurance number birth date gender home email address Additional information may be collected to fulfil our obligations to you or to provide specific services. Purposes for collection, use and disclosure We collect and use personal information for the purposes of fulfilling our obligations to you as set out in the BCTF Members’ Guide, including the constitution and by-laws, to provide specific services as required, and to fulfil our role as the bargaining agent representing members. The purposes for which BCTF collects and uses personal information include, for example: to identify you to communicate with you to confirm your eligibility for services to comply with various professional, legal and regulatory requirements to provide services related to the Salary Indemnity Plan, legal services, grievances, Workers’ Compensation Board (WorkSafeBC) advocacy, and pension plan advocacy and assistance to provide Provincial Specialist Association memberships and associated services to conduct research Protection of personal information The BCTF is committed to protecting your personal information from unauthorized use or disclosure.  Our commitment means that: We will use your personal information only for the purposes we have identified. We will not disclose your personal information without your permission unless we are required or authorized by law to do so. We will employ appropriate security measures to ensure only authorized individuals have access to your personal information. We will keep your personal information only as long as required. When your personal information is no longer required we will destroy it in a confidential, secure method. Individual access Individuals have the right to request access to their personal information under the control of the BCTF.  The Privacy Officer will assist them with their access requests. Access requests must be submitted by completing the BCTF Access Request Form  and mailing it to the BCTF at 100 – 550 West 6th Avenue, Vancouver, BC, V5Z 4P2, Attention Privacy Officer.  In certain situations, further to privacy legislation, we may not be able to provide access to certain personal information that we hold about an individual.  Examples of where we may not provide access include, but are not limited to, the following: where provision may reveal personal information about another individual; where the information is subject to solicitor-client privilege; where the information was collected in relation to an investigation or a contravention of a federal or provincial law; or where provision could reasonably be expected to threaten the health or safety of an individual. If access cannot be provided, the BCTF will notify the individual making the request, in writing, of the reasons for the refusal.  Where access has been provided and where the information is demonstrated to be inaccurate or incomplete, the BCTF will amend the information as required. Questions or concerns regarding BCTF’s privacy procedures An individual may direct their general questions regarding privacy at BCTF, as well as any questions or concerns regarding BCTF’s compliance with this policy, by mail to the BCTF at 100 – 550 West 6th Avenue, Vancouver, BC, V5Z 4P2, Attention Privacy Officer. The BCTF will investigate any complaints received in writing.  If a complaint is found to be justified, the BCTF will take appropriate measures to resolve the complaint including, if necessary, amending its policies and procedures.  An individual will be informed in writing of the outcome of the investigation regarding his or her complaint. June 12, 2009)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=24061,BCTF News Releases  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources   For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development News Release Archives 2014  2013  2012    2011 2010  2009  2008 2007  2006  Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2011 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  October 12, 2011 BCTF calls for government to enter into meaningful discussion    Justice Griffin reaffirmed today that Bills 27 and 28 legislation is unconstitutional and invalid, but she declined to offer further clarification of her April decision. The offending Bills 27 and 28 eliminated class size, class composition, specialist staffing, and hours of work from the teacher collective agreement and led to diminished services for students. This legislation also prohibited future bargaining on these issues. In the original decision, the Justice gave the government a year to achieve a remedy to the legislation that was not consistent with collective bargaining rights guaranteed under Freedom of Association in the Charter of Rights and Freedoms. “Our purpose in seeking a ruling at this time was to get clarity that would lead quickly to better conditions in classrooms. The decision doesn’t change our objective of getting improvements as soon as possible,” Lambert said. “To this point, government has refused to even consider the return of collective bargaining rights taken away illegally a decade ago,” Lambert said. “The government could have corrected the situation immediately, which would have meant improvements in classrooms this school year. Instead, the government is just putting off restoring necessary conditions for teaching and learning.” -  30  - For more information, contact Sandra Audet, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1875 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell). Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Foster parents are ordinary people engaged in extraordinary acts of kindness. Join the team! http://t.co/6jUkcsOp6V" @Teresa_Wat - 04:31pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141008,thetyee.ca,http://thetyee.ca/Opinion/2014/07/01/BC-Teacher-Contract-Women/,With Teacher Contract, Clark Could've Lifted Women Workers Up | The Tyee About Advertise Follow Support RSS Topic Aboriginal Affairs BC Election 2013 BC Politics Education Energy Environment Federal Politics Film Food Gender + Sexuality Health Housing Labour + Industry Local Economy Media Municipal Politics Music Photo Essays Podcasts Politics Rights + Justice Science + Tech Transportation Travel Urban Planning + Architecture News Culture Opinion National MediaCheck Solutions Join Craving crack civic election coverage? Help fund it... Opinion With Teacher Contract, Clark Could've Lifted Women Workers Up Instead, she characterizes a mostly female workforce as 'all about money.' By Tom Kertes, 1 Jul 2014, TheTyee.ca   Tweet Instead of advancing gender equity with the latest teacher contract, our premier and her government opt to weaken women's power in the workplace. Photo by Kristian Secher. BC Teacher to Ministry: How Can I Possibly Formulate Grades? Due to the strike, there's no way to assess my students' learning. Updated: Everything You Need to Know about BC Teacher Bargaining Past agreements may hint at where current talks are headed. With latest job action developments. VIEW: Clark's pension costs taxpayers $76,000 a year, but disability rate increase not 'affordable' Read more: Rights + Justice, Education, BC Politics, Gender + Sexuality, Yesterday marked Education Minister Peter Fassbender's self-imposed deadline for reaching a negotiated settlement with B.C.'s public school teachers, signalling the next chapter of what may become a particularly protracted, divisive, and costly labour dispute. This will certainly test everyone's resolve and raise important questions about how much or little this government actually values the worth of public school teachers. The government continues to claim that teachers want a 14.5 per cent pay-plus-benefits increase. Last week it released a statement by Fassbender, who said that the B.C. Teachers' Federation "continues to demand wages and benefits that are more than double what other public sector workers have received." But teachers continue to point to what's actually on the table: an eight per cent salary increase over five years, a signing bonus, and a framework that includes additional funding for lowering class sizes and providing students with needed supports. The BCTF proposes an eight per cent increase over five years, and the government proposes a seven per cent increase over six years. Beliefs about the value of certain kinds of work seem to be at the heart of this dispute. In this case, what's being devalued is the work of teachers -- a mostly women workforce that involves working with, caring for and educating young people. Could the BC Liberals' visceral response to BCTF proposals be more in reaction to what the government hears as "uppity" and "bossy" demands coming from undeserving teachers, than in response to the actual merit of what teachers are proposing? Teaching, especially in the primary grades, is historically considered "women's work." According to a 2013 United Kingdom study by Nottingham Trent and Bedfordshire universities, gender stereotypes about teaching persist to this day, with many men avoiding the field for fear of being cast in negative gender stereotypes. The study also found that the nurturing side of education is devalued as too feminine and not masculine enough. This may help explain why, according to BCTF research, more than 70 per cent of teachers in B.C. are female. And it may explain the government's persistent hardline position against teacher demands in bargaining. Recall Premier Christy Clark's comments back in May, when she characterized teachers as greedy, saying that for teachers "it's all about money." Casting teachers as greedy for wanting fair compensation and for standing up for their profession perpetuates the same kind of thinking about gender inequity that was raised by federal Justice Minister Peter MacKay's recent comments on motherhood and the lack of women who are in the position for nomination to the country's highest court. This way of thinking sees women as choosing the "soft" work of caring for children, instead of the "hard" work of law or business. It's similar to the notion that women are paid less for the same level of work because women are "bad negotiators" who don't know how to ask for a raise. Tell that to the BCTF. Lost opportunity for equity gains According to the 2012 report "B.C. Disadvantage for Women" by the Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives, BC Liberal support "for working women has declined substantially since the government began restructuring its labour programs and privatizing public sector jobs." According to the report, this included removing the bargaining rights of teachers who were "greatly restricted from bargaining on issues like wages and class size." The report also notes that women in B.C. experienced an average one per cent lower increase in wages, when compared to other increases for Canadian women across the country. Just as B.C. lags in per student funding, the gender pay gap in B.C. is shrinking at a slower pace than it is for women in the rest of Canada. Gender equity should not pit workers against each other, since equity requires fairness for everyone. I was a labour organizer of low-wage temporary workers before becoming an early childhood educator, so I am loath to compare one group of higher wage workers to another group of lower wage workers. As a labour organizer, I know that the issue is not bringing some workers down, but bringing all workers up. So when firefighters and police officers receive higher increases than community social workers, teachers, and early childhood educators, the solution is not to bring down or devalue the important work of community safety workers. These workers are not the problem. The solution is to correctly value the qualifications, responsibilities, and benefits that all public sector workers provide, including teachers. Public education is a great equalizer, and an economic engine that strengthens the economy for everyone. As part of our social infrastructure, public schools are as essential as roads, docks, train lines, and bridges in supporting economic strength and good jobs. Public school teachers are as essential to a strong economy as are workers in hard hats; there's no reason to pit these workers against each other since both are equally essential to the economy. But somehow the BC Liberals miss this point, treating teachers as part of the "soft economy" and truck drivers as part of the "hard economy." Clark is an impressive politician and a strong leader for her party. She is an effective communicator who knows how to connect with voters at the gut level. Given her strengths, I am disappointed that Clark has not risen to the task of advancing a feminist agenda that would put women on equal ground. My disappointment does not stem from that fact that Clark is both a woman and a politician, as it is the job of politicians of all genders to advance gender equity. Nevertheless, Clark represents a missed opportunity for women in B.C., and for all men and women who support gender equity. Instead of weakening public education, Clark could be marshalling her considerable political strengths to advance gender equity by strengthening the public education system and by respecting the valuable work of public school teachers. Likewise, Clark should be strengthening the whole economy by building social infrastructure through wise investments in public education, universal child care, and other community social service programs. The current round of bargaining is another lost opportunity. Instead of advancing gender equity, Clark is weakening women's power in the workplace and characterizing a mostly women workforce that asserts its right to be respected as being shrill and "all about money." Read more: Rights + Justice, Education, BC Politics, Gender + Sexuality, Tom Kertes is an early childhood educator and experienced social movement organizer, with a passion for early childhood empowerment.   Tweet What have we missed? What do you think? We want to know. Comment below. Keep in mind: Do: Verify facts, debunk rumours Add context and background Spot typos and logical fallacies Highlight reporting blind spots Ignore trolls Treat all with respect and curiosity Connect with each other Do not: Use sexist, classist, racist or homophobic language Libel or defame Bully or troll Troll patrol. Instead, flag suspect activity. Please enable JavaScript to view the comments powered by Disqus. comments powered by Disqus LNG a chance, not a windfall, says BC throne speech Postmedia could soon own almost every English newspaper in Canada. What could possibly go wrong? VIEW: Voting for your principles is 'strategic voting' Petition opposes BC's 'potential muzzling' of non-profits More troubles for BC's big LNG plans Tirade at Tyee by immigration minister's top aide analyzed tweet by tweet Government slow to respond to FOIs? No need to tell Bob Mackin Converting ferries to LNG will save money, reduce fares: CEO See more » Tyee Video Picks Submitted by Tyee staff, Today Last chance to see 'The Vancouver Asahi' baseball story at VIFF. Where do these videos come from? From you. Suggest one here! Most Popular Can 'Cuisine' Make a Better School Lunch? What I Saw with a German Tour of the Oilsands Don't Give Postmedia More Local Monopolies First Nations 'Front and Centre Now': Pierre Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign How Much Do You Trust Canada's Wireless Giants? Christy Clark's No Pro at LNG Poker BC Filmmaking Duo Passes the Acid Test For Kids, the Meal Is the Message Most Emailed Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign For Kids, the Meal Is the Message Understanding Harper's Evangelical Mission Who'd Be a School Trustee in 2014? Why New Euro-Canada Treaty Is a Gift to Oil Firms BC Filmmaking Duo Passes the Acid Test We Must Heed Naomi Klein's Call China Deal Trumps Province, First Nations on Energy Projects: Treaty Expert Fired Researcher Who Killed Self Was Evaluating Drug Backed by Clark Climate Warriors Must Forge Stronger Alliances, Now Reported Elsewhere Postmedia could soon own almost every English newspaper in Canada (via DeSmog) Petronas CEO warns of 15-year delay to BC LNG project (via G&M) BC government apologizes for firing worker who later killed himself (via the Victoria Times-Colonist) From Tibet to Taiwan, China's outer regions watch Hong Kong protests intently (via the New York Times) It's a shame Jean-Claude Duvalier died a free man, says ex-UN prosecutor (via CBC News) Vancouver's cabbies take aim at Uber (via The Province) Keurig's coffee supremacy challenged by Canadian firm (via Yahoo! News) North and South Korea 'agree to talks' (via BBC News) See more » Your BC: The Tyee's Photo Pool Join The Tyee's Flickr group » View previous selections » Most Commented What I Saw with a German Tour of the Oil Sands (132 comments) Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign (76 comments) 'The Environment Is the Economy': MP Weston (106 comments) Fired Researcher Who Killed Self Was Evaluating Drug Backed by Clark (57 comments) Climate Warriors Must Forge Stronger Alliances, Now (53 comments) ISIS Threat: Let's Refuse to be Scared (79 comments) We Must Heed Naomi Klein's Call (309 comments) Christy Clark's No Pro at LNG Poker (38 comments) Six Steps to Protect Canadians from Flaws in China Trade Deal (128 comments) How Labour Unions Make Us Healthier (31 comments) About The Tyee National Pool Contributors Advertise Contact Funding Jobs Master Classes Privacy Policy Submissions Support The Tyee News Culture Opinion National Mediacheck Solutions Video Publications Tyee News Weekly Archives The Hook Other BC Blogs Reported Elsewhere Steve Burgess Murray Dobbin Michael Geist Crawford Kilian Rafe Mair Andrew Nikiforuk Shannon Rupp Bill Tieleman Dorothy Woodend Follow The Tyee Subscribe by email Subscribe by RSS Tyee Mobile App Managed Hosting by Gossamer Threads × Share article via email Send this article to: Your email address: Your message: Would you like to receive The Tyee's headlines free by email? Yes, every day. Yes, once a week. I already subscribe. No, thanks. Submit Show form again » Close)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7138&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 2, October 2005 Yours for the asking Forest education resources and web site A number of teaching kits, lesson plans, and hands-on materials linked to the curriculum are available at www.learnforestry.com. Teaching kits and lesson plans include: Community Development—The History of Logging (Grade 3) Our Living Resource—The Forest (Grade 5) Wood Technology, A Grade 8 Science Unit The Force of Fire (a set of teaching binders at the primary, intermediate, and secondary levels) Lesson plans are also available on careers, beetles, forest health, forest management, and caring for you and our forests. Science World and Ministry of Education "PAL" up to inspire students To support K–7 teachers and inspire scientific curiosity and creativity in their students, Science World has partnered with the Ministry of Education for a program entitled the British Columbia Program for the Awareness and Learning of Science (BC PALS). Starting September 2005, through BC PALS, K–7 classes in B.C. are offered an exciting opportunity to experience Science World’s unique approach to science. It includes either a free class field trip admission to the Science World facility, in Vancouver, or a complimentary outreach program outside the Lower Mainland. Outreach experiences may take the form of a classroom scientist’s visit through the Scientists & Innovators in the Schools program or a multischool assembly science show. Science World programs support the new K–7 science curriculum and assist teachers in educating and inspiring young, developing minds with informative and unforgettable science-based experiences. For more information, visit Science World’s web site, www.scienceworld.ca, and download a BC PALS field trip reservation form, or call 604-443-7500 to speak to the bookings department. Outside the Lower Mainland, call 1-800-363-1611 to find out when Science World Outreach programs are coming to your area. Green Street...helping the planet...one classroom at a time Discover opportunities to enhance your classroom by challenging your students to think critically about the environment, society, and sustainability, and by supporting them in making the leap from ideas to action! All programs are curriculum-aligned, action-oriented, require minimal teacher preparation, and are free or low-cost! "The programs are very relevant. Students are learning about issues in the context of their own community, and they also get a sense of what other kids are thinking about in other communities—it’s very meaningful." (Grade 5 teacher) "An energetic, highly educational, empowering, unbiased program. Exceptional!" (Grade 5/6 teacher) Green Street delivers credible, accessible, and affordable programs that are relevant to students’ concerns, encouraging a sense of personal responsibility for the environment, fostering a commitment to sustainable living, and promoting an enduring dedication to environmental stewardship. Green Street links schools in Canada to reputable environmental-education organizations that offer a range of programs: discovering how to reduce your ecological footprint, learning how to build a wind turbine, letter writing with eco-penpals, and understanding climate change, etc. To browse the new and returning programs available for classrooms in B.C. this year, visit www.green-street.ca. Registration for all programs can be completed online by logging on to Green Street, and scrolling through the various options to find the best programs to suit your classroom. As a teacher, you are welcome to register for more than one program. You can also contact the Green Street co-ordinator, Allison Freeman, at afreeman@green-street.ca or call toll-free 1-877-250-8201. Be a part of something big Big Brothers of Greater Vancouver has a new volunteer option: Kids First. Men and women mentor boys and girls in one-to-one and/or group relationships. Volunteers get together with their buddies, during school time, after school, in the evenings, or on the weekends, through a variety of options involving at least three children per mentor. Together Big & Little Buddies play card and board games, play sports, do arts and crafts, and a variety of other friendship-based activities. Big Brothers also has one-to-one volunteer options for men and women, some of which involve a time commitment of as little as one hour a week. If you are interested in being a friend and role model to a child, please call Matt at Big Brothers 604-876-2447, ext. 250, or visit www.bigbrothersvancouver.com.)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media jthornthwaite last tweet "Please join me in recognizing the vital work foster families do for B.C. kids http://t.co/bdYy1yh9Jc #FosterFamilyMonth #northvan #bcpoli" @jthornthwaite - 10:56pm Follow @jthornthwaite BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141007,meta.wikimedia.org,http://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Main_Page,Meta, a Wikimedia project coordination wiki Main Page From Meta, a Wikimedia project coordination wiki Jump to: navigation, search Meta-Wiki Mission Projects (complete list) Research Translation (requests) Vision Welcome to Meta-Wiki, the global community site for the Wikimedia projects and the Wikimedia movement in general. Meta-Wiki's discussions range from coordination and documentation to planning and analysis of future Wikimedia activities. Other meta-focused wikis such as Wikimedia Outreach are specialized projects that have their roots in Meta-Wiki. Related discussion also takes place on Wikimedia mailing lists (particularly wikimedia-l, with its low-traffic equivalent WikimediaAnnounce), IRC channels on Freenode, individual wikis of Wikimedia affiliates, and other places. Goings-on Requests [Edit / Translate] August 2014 20: Letter to Wikimedia Foundation: Superprotect and Media Viewer. 20: Request for comment: On a scale of billions. 19: Executive Director's "Working together" statement. 19: Brainstorming: Community Engagement (Product)/Process ideas. 10: Request for comment: Superprotect rights. 8-10: Wikimania 2014 took place in London. 7: Request for comments: Mission(s) policy. June 2014 19: Proposal to include help pages again in default results on Special:Search. For more news and information, see Wikimedia News and Goings-on. Cross-wiki issues  »  Bot status  »  CheckUser  »  Speedy deletions  »  Username changes  »  Permissions  »  Spam blacklist Other  »  Translations  »  Logos  »  Wikimedia Grants (funding)  »  New languages  »  Project closures  »  Deletions (Deleteme category) / Undeletions  »  More (overview) Community and communication Core issues and collaboration  » Babel, a discussion place for Meta-Wiki matters  » Mailing lists and IRC  » Meetups  » Wikimedia Embassy, a list of local contacts by language  » Wikimedia Forum, a multilingual forum for Wikimedia projects  » Wikimedians »  Community »  Dispute resolution »  Growing Wikimedia »  Interlingual coordination »  Requests for comment »  Wikimedia principles Wikimedia Foundation, Meta-Wiki, and its sister projects The Wikimedia Foundation is the overarching non-profit foundation that owns the Wikimedia servers along with the domain names, logos and trademarks of all Wikimedia projects and MediaWiki. Meta-Wiki is the coordination wiki for the various Wikimedia wikis. Content projects Wikimedia Commons Free media repository Incubator For language versions in development Wikibooks Free textbooks and manuals Wikidata Free knowledge base Wikinews Free-content news Wikipedia The free encyclopedia Wikiquote Collection of quotations Wikisource Free-content library Wikispecies Free directory of species Wikiversity Free learning materials and activities Wikivoyage Free travel guide Wiktionary Free dictionary and thesaurus "Backstage" projects   Wikimedia Foundation Foundation public relations   Bugzilla A bug tracker for MediaWiki MediaWiki MediaWiki software documentation Test Wikipedia For testing software changes Toolserver Wikimedia Toolserver Wikimania The International Conference Wikimedia Tool Labs Server environment for supporting development and operations engineering Wikimedia Mailservices Wikimedia Mailing Lists Wikimedia Outreach Wikimedia outreach wiki Wikistats Wikimedia statistics   Wikitech Wikimedia technical documentation   In other languages: Alemannisch asturianu azərbaycanca Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Basa Jawa Boarisch bosanski català čeština dansk Deutsch eesti English español Esperanto français galego íslenska italiano latviešu lietuvių magyar Napulitano Nederlands Nordfriisk norsk bokmål norsk nynorsk polski português slovenčina slovenščina Soomaaliga suomi svenska Kiswahili tarandíne Tiếng Việt Türkçe Võro Zazakiавар беларуская български нохчийн словѣньскъ / ⰔⰎⰑⰂⰡⰐⰠⰔⰍⰟ қазақша русский русиньскый саха тыла српски / srpski татарча/tatarça українська Հայերեն ქართული বাংলা हिन्दी മലയാളം සිංහල தமிழ் 한국어 日本語 客家語/Hak-kâ-ngî 粵語 中文（简体）‎ 中文（繁體）‎ עברית العربية فارسی ئۇيغۇرچە / Uyghurche مازِرونی کوردی Old style: Ænglisc Afrikaans Bân-lâm-gú Basa Sunda brezhoneg Cymraeg euskara estremeñu føroyskt Gaeilge hrvatski Ido Igbo interlingua occitan română Runa Simi shqip Tagalog vèneto Yorùbá Ελληνικά Кыргызча македонски тоҷикӣ ಕನ್ನಡ मराठी नेपाली తెలుగు ភាសាខ្មែរ sou ไทย tgl བོད་ཡིག 吴语 文言 بلوچی مکرانی پښتو سنڌي اردو Skandinavisk (Skanwiki) Slovio (Slavopedia) +/- Retrieved from "http://meta.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?title=Main_Page&oldid=6246999" Categories: Main page/en English EN Navigation menu Personal tools English Create account Log in Namespaces Main Page Discussion Variants Views Read View source View history More Search Navigation Main page Wikimedia News Translations Recent changes Random page Help Babel Community Wikimedia Forum Mailing lists Requests Babylon Reports Research Planet Wikimedia Beyond the Web Meet Wikimedians Events Chapters Donate Print/export Create a book Download as PDF Printable version Tools What links here Related changes Special pages Permanent link Page information Cite this page This page was last modified on 3 November 2013, at 14:53 (UTC). Text is available under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike License; additional terms may apply. By using this site, you agree to the terms of use and privacy policy. Privacy policy About Meta Disclaimers Developers Mobile view)
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(20141007,www.phenu.com,http://www.phenu.com/rolsan,Rol San, Toronto, restaurant menu  Create Account Log-in     Lastest Updated Menu Items    $2.68 Pan-Fried Turnip Cake $2.68 Sweet Mango Pudding $4.28 Deep Fried Shrimp Rolls $3.98 Pork Dumplings (Shiu Mai) $2.68 Sesame Paste Ball $na Perserved Egg and Pork Congee $2.88 Meat & Shrimp Dumplings "Chiu Chow Style" $4.28 Shrimp Dumplings (Har Gow) $2.68 Fried Egg Plant with Stuffed Shrimp Paste in Soy Sauce $2.68 Fried Bean Curd with Stuffed Shrimp Paste in Soy Sauce $4.28 Deep Fried Squid Tentacle $2.88 Chicken Feet in Chef's Sauce 1 2 Comments and Reviews Please login 2 . This food was good, however you must check your bill...bill is written in chinese and when you check the total amount they usually round it up to what price they think is right, not the right price....our bill should have been $62.12, but it was rounded up to $70....were were told that our meal was extra because we didn't get squid and pork in it, so they charged an extra $4 + tax...$62.12 + 4.52 = $66.64 not $70...check your bill mikalm  Aug 04 @ 11:16 PM 1 . I've going to Rolsan on Spadina since forever. Food is great but got pricey like everything else. No problem. When we got the bill it was $9.00 extra. Must have been an honest mistake. He apologized and issue solved. We went back the 2nd, 3rd, 4th time and the same thing happened. What the hell was happening here? We looked around and realized that they are taking advantage of intoxicated party goers especially in large groups and charging them extra. They write your order in Chinese wi Mery21  Mar 31 @ 3:21 PM Rating: Review:       Please log-in to comment or review. Picture Gallery Info. Rol San - Photo Menu on Phenu Website: Phone: (416) 977-1128 Address: 323 Spadina Ave , Toronto More Details: All Day Dim Sun (until 1:30am) Hours of Operation Mon 9:00 am - 2:00 am Tue 9:00 am - 2:00 am Wed 9:00 am - 2:00 am Thu 9:00 am - 2:00 am Fri 9:00 am - 5:00 am Sat 9:00 am - 5:00 am Sun 9:00 am - 2:00 am DineIn Takeout See Map Location » Powered By Subgurim(http://googlemaps.subgurim.net).Google Maps ASP.NET Phenu.com © 2010 Privacy        Terms         About Us       Contact Us)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "#FunFriday Fact: #BC has the highest small business employment in Canada. October is Small Business Month! Check out: http://t.co/20bcLmlvFP" @bcliberals - 03:55pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "Eid Mubarak to all those celebrating in BC!" @bcliberals - 06:52pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/TeacherNewsmag.aspx?id=8174&fid=7816,BCTF > Teacher Newsmagazine, May/June 2005, Volume 17, Number 7  	BCTF Teacher Newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine of the B.C. Teachers’ Federation May/June 2005, Volume 17, Number 7    This month's issue is also available in PDF format. Click here or on the image above for the PDF version. Table of Contents A parent workshop in Kitkatla Amnesty International: Getting involved and making a difference Arts education and creativity promote peace Canadian teachers hold high the lamp of learning in developing countries Classified Advertising Coquitlam pipe plot Drawing is the first language Global education engages and excites learners and their teachers Health & safety: Skeletons in the closet High-stakes testing leads to bad education outcomes Human rights tribunal supports collective action Les journées de perfectionnement professionnel nous appartiennent! Literacy + Learning = Hope & Success: What every student deserves Literary link -- Port Moody Secondary School reaches out Looking back Mentorship at Burnaby North Secondary New teachers’ experiences On being well: Tough love for you Poverty, justice, and the library President’s message Public education not for sale Readers write Respect for diversity, environment, community, self, and others Sage advice from AGM delegates about to retire Student progress report order now available Students and RCMP take on grafitti Teachers' tips: Reaching every child Ten easy wellness resolutions Ten new BCTF lesson aids Wal-Mart closure about power not profits Whither literacy? About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Foster parents are ordinary people engaged in extraordinary acts of kindness. Join the team! http://t.co/6jUkcsOp6V" @Teresa_Wat - 04:31pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/ResearchReports.aspx?id=5578&printPage=true,BCTF > 2003ts01, B.C. teachers' salaries, minima and maxima: July 1, 2001  	BCTF Research Reports  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Research Reports  PDF version BCTF Research Report Section I 2003-TS-01 B.C. teachers' salaries, minima and maxima: July 1, 2001 Check this site for updates and revisions. By Anne C. (Anny) Schaefer Research Analyst, BCTF Research This report provides starting and maximum salaries for B.C. teachers for the period of July 1, 2001 to June 30, 2002. Bill 27, the Education Services Collective Agreement Act at www.legis.gov.bc.ca/37th2nd/3rd_read/gov27-3.htm, imposed a three-year settlement on B.C.’s teachers, increasing salary grids by 2.5% on each of July 1, 2001, 2002, and 2003. The imposed contract expires on June 30, 2004. Table 1 describes Teacher Qualification Service salary categories. Table 2 displays the minimum and maximum salaries for teachers in salary categories 3, 4, and 5, and the maximum of category 6 or 6M for each school district or local as of July 1, 2001. Rankings are also included for each category. Each mean is an unweighted average, complying with long-standing practice. Tables 3a and 3b indicate the grid status of locals in amalgamated school districts. In the 9 amalgamated districts where locals have not amalgamated, 2 or 3 pre-amalgamation grids are retained. In 8 amalgamated districts, locals have also amalgamated; however, 2 grids are still in effect in half of these districts. Table 4 sets out the number of steps to salary maximum at Category 5. Teacher certification and salary categorization Certification: The B.C. College of Teachers, established under the authority of the Teaching Profession Act, has the sole authority to issue teaching certificates. The college issues two general certificates—a standard certificate and a professional certificate. In special circumstances the college may also issue a teaching licence, an instructor’s diploma, or a letter of permission. Inquiries about certification should be addressed to: Registrar, British Columbia College of Teachers, #405-1385 West 8th Avenue, Vancouver, BC V6H 3V9. Telephone 604-731-8170. Web site: www.bcct.ca. Salary Categorization (Table 1): Evaluation of a teacher’s academic and professional preparation is carried out by the Teacher Qualification Service, an agency operated jointly by the B.C. Teachers’ Federation and the B.C. School Trustees’ Association. Inquiries regarding salary categorization should be directed to the Teacher Qualification Service, #106-1525 West 8th Avenue, Vancouver, BC V6J 1T5. Telephone 604-736-5484. Web site: www.tqs.bc.ca. Salary schedules were originally established at the school district level by negotiation between the local school board and local teachers’ association, although since 1996, teachers’ salary increases have been negotiated provincially, and the most recent settlement was imposed. In some districts, local negotiations resulted in two variations of payment for Category 4 and two for Category 6, as well as recognition for salary purposes of certain types of additional training or experience. The local salary agreement must be examined to determine the criteria or conditions that apply in these cases. Table 1: TEACHER QUALIFICATION SERVICE (TQS) SALARY CATEGORIES There are six TQS categories. Each category is determined on the basis of programs completed after meeting the university entrance requirement (Grade 12) in British Columbia or its equivalent (at the date of first certification in this province), and on the requirements set out below: Category 1 This level is no longer granted. Category 2 The requirements for this category are one of: a) An acceptable program of at least two years of post-secondary academic and professional training; or, b) A demonstrated record of knowledge, skills and experience (in an area not generally taught in a university setting) that qualifies an individual for a teaching certificate in a specialized field of teaching in the public school system. Category 3 The requirement for this category is an acceptable three year program of post-secondary academic and professional training, including an acceptable professional year of teacher preparation. Category 4 The requirements for this category are one of: a) An acceptable four year B.Ed. degree or an acceptable three year baccalaureate degree plus an acceptable professional year of teacher preparation or an acceptable one year B.Ed. degree; or, b) An acceptable three year diploma program containing academic and professional preparation followed by an acceptable degree; or, c) Fourth year standing on an acceptable five year B.Ed. program, or the completion of an acceptable professional year of teacher preparation and third year standing on an acceptable four year baccalaureate degree program. Category 5 The requirements for this category are one or more acceptable programs totalling five or more years of academic and professional studies. The requirements may be met with one of: a) An acceptable five year B.Ed. degree or an acceptable four year baccalaureate degree plus an acceptable professional year of teacher preparation; or, b) An acceptable four year B.Ed. degree plus an acceptable master’s degree or an acceptable Integrated Program (note regulation 4.05); or, c) An acceptable three year baccalaureate degree plus either an acceptable professional year of teacher training or an acceptable one year B.Ed. and either an acceptable Integrated Program (note regulation 4.05) or another acceptable degree; or, d) An acceptable three year baccalaureate degree plus an acceptable two year B.Ed; or, e) A program of study which contains not less than 150 semester credits (or their equivalent) including an acceptable degree and an acceptable professional year, and which meets the requirements for Professional Certification by the British Columbia College of Teachers. Category 6 The requirements for this category are two or more acceptable programs that total six or more years of academic and professional studies, and include an acceptable master’s degree. The requirements may be met with one of: a) An acceptable five year B.Ed. degree or an acceptable four year baccalaureate degree plus an acceptable professional year of teacher preparation followed by an acceptable master’s degree; or, b) An acceptable four year B.Ed. degree followed by an acceptable Integrated Program (note regulation 4.05) and an acceptable master’s degree or an acceptable master’s degree and another acceptable degree; or, c) An acceptable three year baccalaureate degree plus an acceptable professional year of teacher preparation followed by acceptable Integrated Program (note regulation 4.05) and an acceptable master’s degree or an acceptable master’s degree and another acceptable degree; or, d) An acceptable three year baccalaureate degree plus an acceptable two year B.Ed. and an acceptable master’s degree; or, e) A program of study which contains not less than 150 semester credits (or their equivalent) including an acceptable degree and an acceptable professional year, and which meets the requirements for Professional Certification by the British Columbia College of Teachers, plus an acceptable graduate degree. Source: TQS Regulations, as of April 2003. Table 2: Minimum and maximum teacher salaries: July 1, 2001-June 30, 2002     Category 3 Category 4 Category 5 Category 6 or 6M DISTRICT--Local Min Rank Max Rank Min Rank Max Rank Min Rank Max Rank Min Rank Max Rank   COUNT 66   66   71   71   71   71   71   71     MEAN 34,874   49,772   35,998   53,983   39,637   61,401   43,338   67,339     MEDIAN 34,239   49,650   35,662   53,464   39,185   60,995   42,785   66,911   5 SOUTHEAST KOOTENAY                                     1 Southeast Kootenay--Fernie 36,101 16 49,706 32 38,405 9 52,880 62 43,626 5 60,554 53 48,550 3 68,086 18   2 Southeast Kootenay--Cranbrook 34,248 32 49,872 28 36,436 24 53,068 51 41,525 12 61,217 24 45,830 9 68,618 10 6 ROCKY MOUNTAIN                                   3 Rocky Mountain--Kimberley 34,154 37 50,633 13 36,334 25 53,858 23 41,202 16 62,364 11 44,779 16 68,567 11   4 Rocky Mountain--Windermere 34,294 31 49,451 38 36,482 23 52,607 70 41,263 15 60,507 54 44,413 20 66,000 64   18 Rocky Mountain--Golden 32,424 62 49,685 33 34,494 54 52,862 64 39,357 35 60,820 43 42,257 44 65,606 70 8 KOOTENAY LAKE                                   7 Kootenay Lake--Nelson 34,042 40 50,190 18 36,216 28 54,486 19 40,149 25 62,059 16 44,077 23 68,087 17   86 Kootenay Lake--Creston Valley 32,548 60 50,098 20 34,625 50 53,300 37 39,058 39 61,036 30 43,137 33 66,960 34 10 ARROW LAKES 36,065 17 50,710 12 38,366 10 54,547 18 42,579 6 62,728 10 46,742 6 68,825 8 19 REVELSTOKE 33,374 54 49,969 24 35,504 39 53,296 39 39,433 33 61,018 32 42,873 35 66,992 33 20 KOOTENAY-COLUMBIA 34,125 38 50,323 16 36,303 26 54,591 16 40,338 24 62,790 9 44,379 21 68,063 20 22 VERNON 33,742 45 48,301 57 35,896 33 52,685 68 39,560 30 60,035 69 43,521 30 65,792 69 23 CENTRAL OKANAGAN 32,008 64 48,346 56 34,051 65 52,731 67 37,525 61 60,042 68 41,317 61 65,825 66 27 CARIBOO-CHILCOTIN 34,770 22 49,521 36 34,878 46 53,542 35 38,977 40 60,903 40 43,026 34 66,715 44 28 QUESNEL 36,538 13 49,778 31 37,006 18 53,800 25 40,657 21 61,157 26 44,525 19 66,945 35 33 CHILLIWACK 33,967 41 48,469 54 34,455 55 52,935 60 37,363 63 60,652 49 41,269 63 66,522 50 34 ABBOTSFORD 34,236 34 49,198 41 34,734 49 53,283 41 38,322 47 61,013 33 41,641 52 66,776 39 35 LANGLEY 33,871 43 48,718 48 34,340 60 52,955 56 37,910 55 60,291 64 41,481 55 66,207 59 36 SURREY 33,619 47 48,017 59 34,043 67 53,007 52 36,990 67 60,409 59 40,925 67 66,775 40 37 DELTA 31,543 66 48,013 60 33,557 71 52,818 65 36,580 70 60,116 67 40,268 70 66,773 41 38 RICHMOND 34,767 23 47,866 63 35,662 35 52,943 59 39,185 36 60,423 57 46,219 8 69,928 6 39 VANCOUVER 36,495 14 48,200 58 37,020 17 53,265 43 40,649 22 60,669 48 44,656 18 67,006 32 40 NEW WESTMINSTER 33,322 55 48,649 50 33,621 68 53,758 26 36,940 68 61,577 22 40,738 68 68,019 21 41 BURNABY 33,081 56 50,861 11 33,615 69 53,613 31 36,625 69 61,210 25 40,530 69 67,469 25 42 MAPLE RIDGE-PITT MEADOWS 33,592 49 47,994 61 34,044 66 52,645 69 37,241 66 60,420 58 40,929 66 66,241 58 43 COQUITLAM 34,185 36 45,339 66 34,185 62 52,777 66 37,418 62 60,256 65 41,223 65 66,491 52 44 NORTH VANCOUVER         34,412 58 53,959 21 37,348 65 61,624 20 41,451 57 68,163 15 45 WEST VANCOUVER 31,547 65 47,329 65 33,561 70 52,481 71 36,567 71 59,697 71 40,171 71 65,801 67 46 SUNSHINE COAST 34,242 33 50,096 21 35,047 44 53,292 40 38,743 42 60,862 41 42,279 42 66,766 43 47 POWELL RIVER 35,153 20 49,959 25 37,397 14 53,147 46 41,361 14 60,606 51 45,022 15 66,304 56 48 HOWE SOUND 33,742 45 49,894 27 35,897 32 53,117 48 39,448 32 61,055 29 43,927 25 67,079 30 49 CENTRAL COAST 37,472 7 53,791 2 39,864 4 57,594 3 45,281 2 64,948 3 48,826 2 70,669 3 50 HAIDA GWAII/QUEEN CHARLOTTE 39,395 4 53,285 3 40,306 3 56,686 7 43,732 4 63,959 6 47,176 5 69,214 7 51 BOUNDARY         35,956 31 53,697 27 39,692 29 61,743 18 43,428 31 68,067 19 52 PRINCE RUPERT 37,527 6 50,540 14 38,516 8 54,941 13 42,071 9 62,087 15 45,460 12 68,158 16 53 OKANAGAN SIMILKAMEEN                                   14 Okanagan Similkameen--Southern Okanagan         34,404 59 53,274 42 37,918 54 60,710 46 41,746 51 66,496 51   16 Okanagan Similkameen--Keremeos 34,312 30 48,919 46 35,333 41 53,953 22 38,234 49 60,694 47 41,335 60 66,185 60 54 BULKLEY VALLEY 34,509 25 49,838 30 35,345 40 54,563 17 38,933 41 61,739 19 42,159 46 67,276 28 57 PRINCE GEORGE 34,320 28 49,201 40 34,760 48 53,634 30 38,237 48 61,073 28 42,317 41 66,911 36 58 NICOLA-SIMILKAMEEN                                   17 Nicola-Similkameen--Princeton         34,428 57 53,298 38 37,942 53 60,723 45 41,774 50 66,535 49   31 Nicola-Similkameen--Nicola Valley 37,393 8 48,950 45 38,176 11 53,566 32 42,387 7 60,981 37 46,380 7 66,369 54 59 PEACE RIVER SOUTH 36,250 15 51,391 10 38,565 6 55,485 10 42,071 9 62,359 12 45,578 11 67,148 29 60 PEACE RIVER NORTH 46,618 1 51,652 9 37,542 13 55,695 9 41,415 13 62,241 14 45,648 10 68,373 12 61 GREATER VICTORIA 36,975 9 50,113 19 37,571 12 55,222 12 41,108 17 61,000 35 45,377 13 67,390 26 62 SOOKE 33,040 57 49,074 43 35,148 42 53,186 45 38,713 43 60,430 56 42,153 47 66,314 55 63 SAANICH 34,453 27 48,370 55 36,653 20 53,202 44 40,064 27 60,361 61 43,586 29 66,608 46 64 GULF ISLANDS         34,519 52 53,077 50 37,796 56 60,304 62 41,233 64 66,163 62 67 OKANAGAN SKAHA 34,598 24 47,870 62 34,598 51 53,558 33 37,988 51 60,824 42 41,822 49 66,605 47 68 NANAIMO-LADYSMITH 34,314 29 49,593 35 36,504 21 53,677 29 39,543 31 61,102 27 42,785 36 67,329 27 69 QUALICUM 32,689 59 49,929 26 34,775 47 53,125 47 38,183 50 60,483 55 41,599 53 65,949 65 70 ALBERNI 33,506 50 49,069 44 35,649 37 53,849 24 38,665 45 61,035 31 42,356 39 67,526 24 71 COMOX VALLEY 33,776 44 48,646 51 34,104 64 52,947 58 37,621 60 60,226 66 41,394 59 65,330 71 72 CAMPBELL RIVER 33,024 58 49,368 39 35,132 43 53,555 34 38,626 46 61,008 34 42,274 43 66,862 38 73 KAMLOOPS/THOMPSONa 39,673 3 49,186 42 40,406 2 53,005 54 44,670 3 60,594 52 48,149 4 66,394 53 74 GOLD TRAILa 34,053 39 48,884 47 36,227 27 52,875 63 40,094 26 59,982 70 43,826 27 65,801 67 75 MISSION 32,448 61 48,652 49 34,519 52 52,987 55 37,702 58 60,738 44 41,451 57 66,679 45 78 FRASER-CASCADE                                   32 Fraser-Cascade East (Hope) 33,410 51 48,480 52 34,451 56 52,951 57 37,355 64 60,642 50 41,275 62 66,542 48   76 Fraser-Cascade West (Agassiz-Harrison) 33,410 51 48,480 52 35,025 45 53,115 49 37,952 52 61,342 23 42,031 48 67,701 22 79 COWICHAN VALLEY                                   65 Cowichan Valley--Cowichan 33,382 53 49,498 37 35,512 38 53,464 36 39,160 37 60,959 38 42,448 37 66,871 37   66 Cowichan Valley--Lake Cowichan 33,902 42 49,971 23 36,068 30 54,134 20 39,704 28 61,616 21 42,238 45 66,772 42 81 FORT NELSON 36,712 11 53,222 4 39,142 5 56,702 6 42,224 8 63,927 7 44,688 17 68,364 13 82 COAST MOUNTAINS                                   80 Coast Mountains--Kitimat 33,594 48 50,439 15 35,738 34 54,694 14 39,395 34 62,270 13 43,200 32 68,305 14   88 Coast Mountains--Terrace 34,890 21 50,056 22 35,662 35 54,685 15 39,147 38 61,896 17 42,384 38 67,615 23 83 NORTH OKANAGAN-SHUSWAP                                   21 North Okanagan-Shuswap--Armstrong 34,235 35 47,376 64 34,235 61 53,006 53 37,731 57 60,384 60 41,531 54 66,169 61   89 North Okanagan-Shuswap--Shuswap 32,286 63 49,614 34 34,178 63 52,923 61 37,673 59 60,294 63 41,473 56 66,073 63 84 VANCOUVER ISLAND WEST 36,729 10 50,197 17 37,243 15 53,696 28 40,809 20 60,914 39 43,658 28 66,290 57 85 VANCOUVER ISLAND NORTH 36,682 12 51,919 7 37,129 16 56,069 8 40,994 18 63,467 8 44,076 24 68,793 9 87 STIKINE 42,919 2 57,060 1 43,922 1 61,267 1 47,301 1 67,075 1 50,502 1 73,212 1 91 NECHAKO LAKES                                   55 Nechako Lakes--Burns Lake 35,740 18 52,799 5 36,865 19 58,113 2 40,940 19 65,488 2 43,856 26 71,418 2   56 Nechako Lakes--Nechako 35,338 19 51,714 8 36,487 22 56,958 4 40,642 23 64,773 4 44,227 22 70,082 4 92 NISGA'A 37,802 5 52,737 6 38,529 7 56,748 5 41,916 11 63,992 5 45,089 14 70,052 5 93 FRANCOPHONE EDUCATION AUTHORITY 34,502 26 49,870 29 36,070 29 55,391 11 38,684 44 60,995 36 42,343 40 67,069 31 a See Table 3b. The grid shown here is for new hires only. July 2001 salary grids of amalgamated school districts Table 3a: Locals that have not amalgamated Locals with 2001 grids School District -- Local Name SD # No. of grids in school district Notes 1 Southeast Kootenay -- Fernie 5 2 SD 5 includes Locals 1 and 2 2 Southeast Kootenay -- Cranbrook 5 2 SD 5 includes Locals 1 and 2 3 Rocky Mountain -- Kimberley 6 3 SD 6 includes Locals 3, 4 and 18 4 Rocky Mountain -- Windermere 6 3 SD 6 includes Locals 3, 4 and 18 7 Kootenay Lake -- Nelson 8 2 SD 8 includes Locals 7 and 86 14 Okanagan Similkameen -- Southern Okanagan 53 2 SD 53 includes Locals 14 and 16 16 Okanagan Similkameen -- Keremeos 53 2 SD 53 includes Locals 14 and 16 17 Nicola-Similkameen -- Princeton 58 2 SD 58 includes Locals 17 and 31 18 Rocky Mountain -- Golden 6 3 SD 6 includes Locals 3, 4 and 18 21 North Okanagan-Shuswap -- Armstrong 83 2 SD 83 includes Locals 21 and 89 31 Nicola-Similkameen -- Nicola Valley 58 2 SD 58 includes Locals 17 and 31 55 Nechako Lakes -- Burns Lake 91 2 SD 91 includes Locals 55 and 56 56 Nechako Lakes -- Nechako 91 2 SD 91 includes Locals 55 and 56 65 Cowichan Valley -- Cowichan 79 2 SD 79 includes Locals 65 and 66 66 Cowichan Valley -- Lake Cowichan 79 2 SD 79 includes Locals 65 and 66 80 Coast Mountains -- Kitimat 82 2 SD 82 includes Locals 80 and 88 86 Kootenay Lake -- Creston Valley 8 2 SD 8 includes Locals 7 and 86 88 Coast Mountains -- Terrace 82 2 SD 82 includes Locals 80 and 88 89 North Okanagan-Shuswap -- Shuswap 83 2 SD 83 includes Locals 21 and 89 Table 3b: Locals that have amalgamated Locals with 2001 grids School District -- Local Name SD # No. of grids in school district Notes 20 Kootenay-Columbia 20 1 Formerly locals 9 Castlegar and 11 Trail 29 Gold Trail -- Lillooet 74 2 2 grids in effect (29 Lillooet and 74 Gold Trail, formerly 30 South Cariboo) although locals have been amalgamated for some time. Teachers appointed after 1997-06-30 go on 74 Gold Trail grid while current 29 Lillooet TA members stay on that scale till Step 8 then go to Step 9 on 74 Gold Trail grid. 32 Fraser-Cascade East (Hope) 78 2 Former locals 32 Hope and 76 Agassiz-Harrison are amalgamated but 2 grids are in use: East (32) and West (76). Contract language covers transfers. 51 Boundary 51 1 Former locals 12 Grand Forks and 13 Kettle Valley have amalgamated and use a single grid. 67 Okanagan Skaha 67 1 Former locals 15 Penticton and 77 Summerland have amalgamated and use a single grid. 73 Kamloops/Thompson 73 1 Former locals 24 Kamloops and 26 North Thompson have amalgamated and use a single grid for new hires. Teachers who were working in 26 North Thompson at the time of amalgamation in March 1997 had their salaries red-circled. 74 Gold Trail--South Cariboo 74 2 2 grids in effect (29 Lillooet and 74 Gold Trail, formerly 30 South Cariboo) although locals have been amalgamated for some time. Teachers appointed after 1997-06-30 go on 74 Gold Trail grid while current 29 Lillooet TA members stay on that scale till Step 8 then go to Step 9 on 74 Gold Trail grid. 76 Fraser-Cascade West (Agassiz-Harrison) 78 2 Former locals 32 Hope and 76 Agassiz-Harrison are amalgamated but 2 grids are in use: East (32) and West (76). Contract language covers transfers. Table 4: Number of steps to maximum salary (Category 5) District--Local Number of steps to max   District--Local Number of steps to max 5 SOUTHEAST KOOTENAY 57 PRINCE GEORGE 10   1 Southeast Kootenay--Fernie 10 58 NICOLA-SIMILKAMEEN   2 Southeast Kootenay--Cranbrook 9   17 Nicola-Similkameen--Princeton 11 6 ROCKY MOUNTAIN   31 Nicola-Similkameen--Nicola Valley 9   3 Rocky Mountain--Kimberley 10 59 PEACE RIVER SOUTH 7   4 Rocky Mountain--Windermere 9 60 PEACE RIVER NORTH 9   18 Rocky Mountain--Golden 10 61 GREATER VICTORIA 11 8 KOOTENAY LAKE 62 SOOKE 9   7 Kootenay Lake--Nelson 10 63 SAANICH 10   86 Kootenay Lake--Creston Valley 9 64 GULF ISLANDS 10 10 ARROW LAKES 10 67 OKANAGAN SKAHA 11 19 REVELSTOKE 10 68 NANAIMO-LADYSMITH 8 20 KOOTENAY-COLUMBIA 10 69 QUALICUM 10 22 VERNON 10 70 ALBERNI 10 23 CENTRAL OKANAGAN 11 71 COMOX VALLEY 11 27 CARIBOO-CHILCOTIN 12 72 CAMPBELL RIVER 9 28 QUESNEL 10 73 KAMLOOPS/THOMPSON 8 33 CHILLIWACK 11 74 GOLD TRAIL 9 34 ABBOTSFORD 11 75 MISSION 10 35 LANGLEY 11 78 FRASER-CASCADE 36 SURREY 11   32 Fraser-Cascade East (Hope) 11 37 DELTA 11   76 Fraser-Cascade West (Agassiz-Harrison) 10 38 RICHMOND 11 79 COWICHAN VALLEY 39 VANCOUVER 10   65 Cowichan Valley--Cowichan 10 40 NEW WESTMINSTER 12   66 Cowichan Valley--Lake Cowichan 11 41 BURNABY 11 81 FORT NELSON 10 42 MAPLE RIDGE-PITT MEADOWS 12 82 COAST MOUNTAINS 43 COQUITLAM 11   80 Coast Mountains--Kitimat 9 44 NORTH VANCOUVER 12   88 Coast Mountains--Terrace 10 45 WEST VANCOUVER 10 83 NORTH OKANAGAN-SHUSWAP 46 SUNSHINE COAST 10   21 North Okanagan-Shuswap--Armstrong 11 47 POWELL RIVER 10   89 North Okanagan-Shuswap--Shuswap 11 48 HOWE SOUND 9 84 VANCOUVER ISLAND WEST 10 49 CENTRAL COAST 10 85 VANCOUVER ISLAND NORTH 11 50 HAIDA GWAII/QUEEN CHARLOTTE 10 87 STIKINE 11 51 BOUNDARY 11 91 NECHAKO LAKES 52 PRINCE RUPERT 9   55 Nechako Lakes--Burns Lake 10 53 OKANAGAN SIMILKAMEEN   56 Nechako Lakes--Nechako 10   14 Okanagan Similkameen--Southern Okanagan 11 92 NISGA'A 9   16 Okanagan Similkameen--Keremeos 10 93 FRANCOPHONE EDUCATION AUTHORITY 11 54 BULKLEY VALLEY 11   More information The Research Department’s computer database files contain complete district salary information back to 1987/88 and major scale minima and maxima for a longer period. This information is available to BCTF staff, table officers, local presidents, and committee members. Previous information has been published in the following Information Handbook research reports: 93-TS-03, 94-TS-01, 95-TS-06, 98-TS-02, and 2001-TS-01. Some are available online, at www.bctf.ca/researchreports/#Salaries. On the BCTF web site, the “New teachers” home page, at www.bctf.ca/NewTeachers and the “Attracting, recruiting and retaining the best teachers” home page, at www.bctf.ca/education/recruiting, provide comprehensive information on teaching careers in British Columbia. Sources Teacher collective agreements, BCTF Research Department and Collective Agreement and Protective Services Division; Teacher Qualification Service Regulations www.tqs.bc.ca/pdf/regulations.pdf. © British Columbia Teachers’ Federation, 2003. All rights reserved.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/francais.aspx?id=8470&printPage=true,FECB - Fédération des enseignantes et enseignants de la CB 2007-2008  	Programmes et services français  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Français Fédération des enseignantes et enseignants de la Colombie-Britannique Les enseignants de la Colombie-Britannique appartiennent à deux grandes traditions : la profession enseignante et la Fédération des enseignantes et enseignants de la Colombie-Britannique. La Fédération compte 41 000 enseignants, qui s’emploient ensemble à réaliser les objectifs adoptés par ses fondateurs, il y a plus de 90 années de cela : faire la promotion de la cause de l’enseignement, relever le statut de la profession enseignante et militer en faveur des intérêts des enseignants. Un dossier de service Depuis 1916, les enseignants de la C.-B. ont une honorable tradition de service à notre profession, à l’enseignement public et à nos communautés grâce à la FECB. Au cours de cette période, les enseignants se sont consacrés à l’amélioration de la qualité de l’enseignement public à travers toute la province, aussi bien dans les écoles de campagne à classe unique que dans les écoles en milieu urbain défavorisé. En 1987, le gouvernement du Crédit Social a obligé les enseignants à choisir s’ils voulaient demeurer membres de la FECB en leur demandant de s’inscrire volontairement. Quatre-vingt-dix-sept pour cent d’entre eux ont décidé en faveur de la FECB. Vous trouverez certaines des raisons ci-dessous :     Les enseignants eux-mêmes sont les meilleurs partisans et défenseurs de l’enseignement public. Le programme de sensibilisation du public mené par la FECB comprend des conférences, des séminaires, des travaux de coalition et d’autres activités accomplies avec les parents, les groupes de partenariat en éducation, les syndicats et les groupes communautaires. Les représentants des enseignants discutent avec des membres du gouvernement, de l’opposition et d’autres organismes politiques pour promouvoir la profession et la cause de l’enseignement public. Les enseignants s’efforcent également d’influencer le développement du programme d’études et de la politique d’enseignement par la défense et la représentation de la FECB dans les comités du ministère de l’Éducation. Depuis le tout début, la FECB lutte pour améliorer les conditions de travail des enseignants et les conditions d'apprentissage des élèves, et ce, contre l’opposition de conseils scolaires et de divers gouvernements provinciaux. Après 1988, les enseignants ont pu inclure dans la négociation collective certaines conditions d'apprentissage : entre autres, la taille et la composition de la classe et le rapport fixe pour les enseignants spécialistes. En 2002, le gouvernement provincial a retiré les conditions d’apprentissage et les rapports fixes de notre convention collective. La FECB s’est alors lancée dans une résistance juridique et politique. En octobre 2005, les enseignants ne se sont pas présentés au travail quand le gouvernement a imposé un second contrat. Le gouvernement et les enseignants ont, par la suite, conclu un accord de reprise du travail qui rendait plus de 100 millions de dollars aux enseignants et aux écoles. Le gouvernement a reconnu qu’il ne pouvait plus légiférer des conventions et espérer qu’elles soient respectées. En 2006, le gouvernement a intégré une version des limites de classe de la 4e à la 12e année dans la loi. La FECB assure une formation, un soutien général, une aide financière et des conseils aux syndicats locaux pour leur permettre de représenter efficacement leurs membres. Afin de faire respecter notre convention collective, la FECB offre également des conseils de nature analytique, stratégique et juridique. Elle finance toutes les procédures de règlement des plaintes par voie d’arbitrage. La communication est la clé du succès de la FECB. La revue atteint tous nos membres et comporte des articles concernant la pédagogie, la politique, l’exercice de la profession et les pensions. Ces sujets reflètent les préoccupations professionnelles, sociales et économiques des enseignants. Les bulletins, les affiches, les vidéos et les listes de diffusion permettent aux membres et à l’organisme de demeurer en contact. Le site Web primé de la FECB (bctf.ca) est riche en information au sujet des dossiers d’éducation et des ressources pédagogiques en C.-B., à travers le Canada et à l’étranger, pour les membres, les parents et le public. Les membres peuvent s’inscrire aux listes de courrier électronique pour participer à des forums en ligne et pour télécopier des messages aux membres de l’assemblée législative et aux commissaires d’écoles. Pour être immédiatement avisé de toute nouvelle information sur le site Web, veuillez vous inscrire à la liste d’alerte électronique (e-alert). Il suffit de se rendre à : bctf.ca/lists-public  La FECB est partenaire (Plan Member Partner) dans le régime des pensions des enseignants (Teachers' Pension Plan). Cinq des dix fiduciaires de la commission des pensions sont nommés par la Fédération. Des séminaires d’information concernant les pensions sont offerts par la FECB à travers la province. Le personnel de la FECB se charge de fournir aux membres des renseignements et de l’aide concernant leur pension. Depuis 1921 la FECB œuvre dans le domaine des pensions pour ses membres. Le Programme des avantages du Régime d’assurance-salaire de la FECB remplace la rémunération perdue par les enseignants ayant épuisé leurs jours de congé de maladie ou devenus invalides. Au cours d’une année habituelle, 2 000 membres reçoivent des indemnités de 37 millions de dollars en raison de maladie prolongée. Le programme de réadaptation de l’assurance-salaire permet d’intervenir et de soutenir immédiatement les membres pour minimiser les effets de l’invalidité, réduire l’incidence de rechutes, maximiser les rétablissements et assurer une reprise du travail durable et en toute sécurité. Les enseignants participent aussi à des comités de santé et sécurité dans chaque école pour empêcher les blessures et les maladies de travail. Des formateurs en santé et sécurité de la FECB, dotés d’une solide expérience, offrent des ateliers sur la prévention de la violence, la qualité de l’air dans les locaux et l’ergonomie. La FECB fournit aussi un soutien pour les plaintes et les appels à la Commission des accidents du travail. La FECB joue un rôle très actif dans le domaine international de l’éducation en fournissant un appui aux enseignants et à leurs syndicats en Afrique et en Amérique latine. La FECB soutient également les initiatives locales de promotion d’enseignement de qualité fondées sur la responsabilité sociale. Grâce à la recherche et aux programmes de la FECB, les enseignants militent pour la justice sociale dans des dossiers tels que la pauvreté, le racisme, le sexisme, la violence dans les écoles, l’homophobie, les dossiers des Premières nations et l’éducation planétaire. Partout en C.-B. les enseignants servent d’associés de perfectionnement professionnel à titre bénévole. La FECB offre une formation aux représentants du perfectionnement professionnel et des syndicats pour leur assurer les compétences et les connaissances leur permettant d’agir efficacement. Ces représentants offrent des ateliers au personnel des écoles sur l’enseignement, les stratégies d’enseignement et d’apprentissage, le perfectionnement professionnel et la justice sociale. La FECB soutient les associations provinciales de spécialistes organisées autour d’intérêts partagés pour des sujets ou rôles particuliers. Les APS offrent du soutien pour le perfectionnement professionnel, la recherche, les publications et le soutien de collègues. Le formulaire d’inscription se trouve à bctf.ca/psas.aspx  Les enseignants débutants font face à de nombreuses pressions au cours des premières années. La conférence pour les nouveaux enseignants, les publications, ateliers, mentorat (tutorat), listes de courrier électronique et autres initiatives de la FECB peuvent leur venir en aide. La FECB est membre de la BC Federation of Labour, qui représente environ cinq cent mille travailleurs en Colombie-Britannique, et du Congrès du travail du Canada qui représente plus de trois millions de travailleurs dans tout le Canada. Les enseignants dirigeants à l'oeuvre La FECB est une organisation forte qui doit son succès à ses membres : 41 000 enseignants qui donnent de leur temps et offrent leurs talents à titre de bénévoles. Les enseignants de la Colombie-Britannique : remplissent les fonctions de représentants syndicaux dans les écoles, de représentants du perfectionnement professionnel, de représentants de justice sociale, de dirigeants syndicaux, en interprétant la convention collective, en se portant à la défense des enseignants, en appuyant les dossiers professionnels et sociaux et en aidant les collègues ayant des sujets de plaintes ; sont élus comme délégués à l’Assemblée des représentants et à l’Assemblée générale annuelle ; servent d’agents de la FECB, des syndicats locaux et des APS ; se portent volontaires comme associés du perfectionnement professionnel et agents de formation des représentants syndicaux d’écoles ; soutiennent des collègues dans des questions de santé et de sécurité ; travaillent avec les parents et les groupes communautaires ; organisent des conférences, animent des ateliers, et participent à des projets de recherche ; participent à des comités et à des groupes de travail de la FECB et des syndicats ; font partie de l’Équipe de négociation collective de la FECB et des équipes de négociation au niveau local ; représentent leurs collègues dans des comités de programmes d’études, de ressources pédagogiques et d’évaluation aux niveaux provincial et local ; créent des leçons-modèles ; rédigent des articles pour Teacher Newsmagazine et les publications des APS ; servent de médiateurs dans des différends internes ; participent à des projets éducatifs nationaux et internationaux ; servent de fiduciaires dans la Commission des pensions des enseignants ; soutiennent un système d’enseignement public fort et stable. Répartition des cotisations des membres Budget 2012-2013 Cotisation syndicale ; 1,45 % du salaire brut 16,0 % - Soutien de négociation collective : recherche, défense, préparation des dossiers, traitement des plaintes et services de protection du personnel et de l’emploi 15,2 % - Subventions aux syndicats locaux, aux APS et à des groupes externes 11,3 % - Questions professionnelles : leçons-modèles, programmes français, soutien de collègues, assistance pour les APS, programmes de justice sociale, politique en matière d’éducation, soutien pour les nouveaux enseignants, initiatives d’enseignement de qualité et initiatives concernant l’enseignement des autochtones. 9,7 % - Communications : publications, production, services d’information et communications internes et externes 9,1 % - Gestion : Assemblée générale annuelle, Assemblée des représentants et Comité exécutif de la FECB 7,4 % - Services administratifs : comptabilité, fonctionnement de l’immeuble 5,4 % - Ressources humaines 6,2 % - Fonds de défense de négociation collective 5,0 % - Affiliation au mouvement ouvrier et à la FCE 4,2 % - Services de technologie 3,3 % - Formation de tous les membres et du personnel 1,3 % - Fonds de défense de l’enseignement public 1,7 % - Fonds de solidarité international W.R. Long 1,3 % - Fonds de négociation collective provinciale 0,7 % - Fonds de prévoyance 1,1 % - Services de protection de la pension et du revenu 1,0 % - Santé et sécurité 0,1 % - Fonds de responsabilité sociale Ed May Droits afférents à l’assurance-salaire 1,7 % du salaire brut  )
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "Gr8 event honoring Taiwan ROC w many friends @douglasbing @marvinhunt4bc @KerryLynneFindl @mhlchiu26 @prairiechinois http://t.co/85TUCQsbrI" @John_Yap - 05:40pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=15178,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2008 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 20, Number 5, March 2008 Heart of the community, Hedley Elementary School to close By Ritchie Kendrick On Wednesday, January 23, 2008, Hedley Elementary School joined the long list of schools that have fallen victim to the efficiencies of the Ministry of Education after the school board of the Southern Okanagan Similkameen District 53 voted 4 to 2 to close Hedley School. Many of you may know Hedley from the poster of the Mascot Mine site sitting precariously overlooking the town site of Hedley, which sits in a quiet stretch of the Similkameen Valley between Keremeos and Princeton. During the past few months this poster has served as an analogy for the precarious position of the school itself. Declining enrolment and the cost of getting district support staff (windshield time as one board member put it) had put this little school in the headlights for the second time in five years. To the school board’s credit they made a substantial investment in the school a few years ago by moving the school into a new building. This investment in infrastructure should have been paralleled with an investment in time and effort to look into the needs of the school, in providing support for the teachers, support staff, students, and the community of Hedley. While many communities continue to reel from the impact of school closures, there seems to be little regard paid to the broader impact these closures have on their communities. This closure of Hedley Elementary will ensure the demise of an opportunity for community-based schooling for many, many years. Removing a school from a community will have a direct impact on its long-term growth. The opposition has finally recognized the seriousness of this issue and in an NDP press release on January 29, Juan de Fuca MLA John Horgan asks: "How many communities have to see their schools closed before the Campbell government will fix the problem they created?... It’s time for the province to recognize that buildings are a part of the education equation. Constant rounds of closures destabilize communities and create long-term planning problems for regional government." This is so apropos of Hedley, whose closure comes at a time when the community is in a state of change. New economic development in the area may bring in many families who would opt for residing in Hedley if a school still existed. The Fraser Valley Health Authorities’ opening of a Rehab Centre just south of Hedley will bring in approximately 60 workers. The opening of the copper mine in Princeton, 20 minutes down the road, will also attract families. This short-sighted approach to closure of vital links within a community needs to be re-examined province-wide. In Hedley, requests from the local MLA, the regional district, local unions, and all levels of local government to postpone the closure fell on deaf ears. What makes this particular closure even more intriguing is the fact that the board had made it clear from the start of this, that it was the quality of education that was the main issue and not funding. Let the parents be the judge of that quality. After all, it is the Ministry of Education that encourages and supports parental involvement in the decision making at their child’s school. They love their school. It provides them with the education they want for the children. In order to help justify their argument regarding the quality of educational services (compared to the school that will receive these students) they used FSA results. FSA results and graduation rates over an extended period were garnered from the ministry’s data branch and used as part of their rationale in a report to parents justifying this closure. These results are worthless and as Harry Lalli (local MLA) pointed out at the January 23 meeting, irrelevant due to the sample size. The use of FSA results and grad rates as data to justify school closures is very concerning and I’m sure not the ministry’s intended use of FSA results. School boards are mandated to bring educational services to the people who reside in their communities. And one of our school board’s priorities is, "promoting personal and social responsibility and respect within a safe and caring school community." How is this priority reflected in the two hours of daily bussing (for the kids at Hedley) and the difficulty for parental involvement and volunteerism at their child’s school? In the past, as president of the teachers’ union in the South Okanagan Similkameen, I have questioned the need for the establishment of certain programs in our district. The answer I received from the superintendent was that parents want choice and the board has an obligation to provide it. Why then would that obligation not extend to the parents of Hedley? They choose to keep their kids in their community school. Michell Nimchuk, a parent with two children, recently moved to Hedley and had to choose Cawston School or switch to Hedley Elementary. He chose Hedley. "We have been thoroughly happy with our choice. Our children have both thrived academically and socially at Hedley School. It is a main fixture in the community. It is a place of learning, a place where children know that they belong and are respected, it is a place of caring, a place of gathering for young families, and a place where the community can take part in the raising of their children." Ritchie Kendrick is president of South Okanagan Similkameen Teachers’ Union. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Touring a natural gas drilling rig with @MLA Mike Bernier, and Brian from EnCana http://t.co/AifdJ4H07b" @Teresa_Wat - 06:01pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9892,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2002 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 2, Nov./Dec. 2002 How to become a BCTF-endorsed candidate for the B.C. College of Teachers The B.C. College of Teachers is the regulatory body of the teaching profession in B.C. The college has a focussed mandate: teacher education, teacher certification, and member discipline. Responsibility for governing the college rests with the 20-person council. Fifteen of 20 council members are elected by the members. Five councillors are appointed (two by the cabinet, two by the minister of education, and one nominated by the deans of the faculties of education.) The role of a council member is to make policy decisions, to make quasi-judicial decisions concerning individuals and institutions, to represent the college on various external committees, and to communicate with members. Elections are held in each of 15 geographic zones. Elections are held in even-numbered years in the even-numbered zones, and in odd-numbered years in the odd-numbered zones. In 2003, elections will be held in the following odd-numbered zones: East Kootenay (l), Okanagan (3), Fraser Valley (5), Delta-Richmond (7), Metro (9), North Central (11) South Island (13), and North Coast (15). The term of office is two years beginning in August and ending July 31. The BCTF has established a policy that provides for the zonal selection of a BCTF-endorsed candidate in each zone where an election is being held. Only active BCTF members are eligible for BCTF endorsation as candidates in the college elections. Each local has the right to select one nominee. That nominee must be endorsed by an executive, delegate assembly, or general meeting of the local. Each local nominee must undertake to abide by the endorsation process. Once a local has nominated a candidate, the name of the candidate will be forwarded to the BCTF zone co-ordinator (to be determined by the local presidents in each college zone). The zone co-ordinator is responsible for ensuring that each local in the zone conducts a vote to determine the zone’s BCTF-endorsed candidate by secret ballot in accordance with BCTF procedures. The BCTF will publicize, among members, the names of all BCTF-endorsed candidates. The BCTF provides funding to assist local nominees in seeking endorsation to become the BCTF-endorsed candidate in a college zone. The BCTF also provides funding to assist endorsed candidates in the college elections. If you are interested in being considered as a local nominee for the BCTF-endorsed candidate in a zone, contact your local president by January 15, 2003. If you have any questions about BCTF college election procedures, contact Mike Lombardi, BCTF staff (1-800-663-9163, local 1849), mlombardi@bctf.ca, or your local president. – Mike Lombardi Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/BCTFNews.aspx?id=28981,BCTF News Vol. 18, No. 4, December 2012  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development BCTF News archive 2013–14  2012–13  2011–12     2010–11  2009–10    En français  Home > Publications > Newsletters and Alerts > BCTF News > 2012-13 Archives       Volume 18, Number 4, December 2012  In this issue:  Project of Heart  Education and reconciliation  Oppose Bill C-377  Mercury poisoning claim to be reheard  Yukon teachers secure new contract  CCPA study finds support for higher taxes  BC Teachers' Federation survey on Poverty and Education: A Teacher's Perspective  Fall media campaign  Project of heart Project of Heart is an inquiry based, hands-on, collaborative, inter-generational, artistic journey of seeking truth about the history of Aboriginal people in Canada. The project invites teachers of all students, at all grade levels, to examine the facts about the development of the Indian Residential Schools system. It was a strategy of aggressive assimilation that saw over 150,000 Aboriginal children in Canada forcefully removed from their families, their homes, and their communities. Fostering awareness will serve to: acknowledge the extent of loss to former students, their families, and communities. commemorate the lives of the thousands of Indigenous children who died as a result of the residential school experience. call Canadians to action, through social justice endeavours, to change our present and future history collectively. Learn more about Project of Heart and how you can be involved. Education and reconciliation The BCTF has long advocated for increased Aboriginal content across the K–12 curriculum. We have actively worked to support the implementation of Aboriginal educator employment equity agreements in school districts across BC. The 2011 Annual General Meeting called for additional Aboriginal-themed courses and the requirement for all BC students to take one such course in order to graduate. Conversations on these matters have continued with the ministry and other provincial organizations at the K–12 Aboriginal Education Partners table. The First Nations Education Steering Committee is one of the other organizations at that table, held its annual conference a couple of weeks ago, with BCTF representatives and many members in attendance. The conference theme for 2012 was inspired by the interim recommendations of the Truth & Reconciliation Commission, which focuses on the impacts and consequences of the Indian Residential School system in Canada. The conference provided an opportunity to look at how educators can increase authentic First Peoples curriculum in BC schools and to discuss the important role that public institutions can have in transforming relations with Aboriginal peoples. BCTF second vice-president Glen Hansman was one of the participants on a panel discussion on the theme of how reconciliation can be achieved through education. The keynote address from the Truth & Reconciliation Commission chairperson Justice Murray Sinclair can be found here. Oppose Bill C-377 In a further sign of the federal government’s aversion to unions, Bill C-377 is being hurried through Parliament. This bill aims to impose onerous reporting on labour organizations of financial and other detailed forms of information. This private members’ bill, sponsored by Conservative MP Russ Hiebert does not mention that unions, as democratic organizations, already disclose their financial statements to their members. Bill C-377 will force every union, labour council, federations of labour, and the Canadian Labour Congress to file intrusive financial reports that will be posted on a public website for every employer to see. The Canadian Bar Association says Bill C-377 should be withdrawn because it invades the personal privacy of individual Canadians and is likely unconstitutional. It is estimated that anywhere from $32 million to $45 million will be needed to operate the new bureaucracy administering the bill—a complete waste of taxpayers’ money. The Labour Critic for the NDP, Alexandre Boulerice, is collecting signatures for a petition to oppose Bill C-377. Please add your name to the petition and share it to your networks, friends, and allies. Petition: www.change.org/en-CA/petitions/je-m-oppose-%C3%A0-l-adoption-de-c-377-i-oppose-c-377   Mercury poisoning claim to be reheard In 2004 and 2005 six teachers at Mount Baker Secondary School applied to the Workers’ Compensation Board for benefits on the basis of having been poisoned by long-term exposure to mercury in science labs in the school. The mercury levels in their blood were elevated far above normal and they experienced classic symptoms of mercury poisoning including: profound fatigue, headaches, joint pain, respiratory problems, tremors, weight loss, memory loss, insomnia, and irritability. The WCB, the WCB Review Division, and the Workers’ Compensation Appeal Tribunal (WCAT) dismissed all six claims. In June 2012, the teachers went to BC Supreme Court seeking a judicial review of the WCAT ruling on December 4, in a strongly worded decision, Justice Anthony Saunders, of the BC Supreme Court, ruled that the WCAT failed to properly weigh the evidence and set an unreasonably high diagnostic criterion in determining whether the teachers suffered mercury poisoning due to their employment. “It was manifestly unfair to the petitioners. The panel’s conclusion was patently unreasonable,” Judge Saunders wrote. He ordered the case back to the WCAT for rehearing and redetermination in accordance with his reasons. BCTF President Susan Lambert hailed the ruling, and praised the teachers for their tenacity and determination in continuing to seek a fair outcome despite so many setbacks over the years. Yukon teachers secure new contract A new collective agreement gives teachers in the Yukon a 5.75% pay increase over three years and reduced class sizes. The starting salary is now $62,434 rising to $64,798 by July 1, 2014. Salaries at max rise from $99,802 in 2012 to $103,580 by July 1, 2014. Kindergarten class sizes have been reduced from 20 students to 18. For Grades 1 to 3, classes will be limited to 22 students from 23, and the new maximum for Grades 4 to 7 will be 25. The PD fund increased by $48,000. CCPA study finds support for higher taxes A research study recently completed by the Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives shows that British Columbians are prepared to pay higher taxes in order to fund key policy changes. The changes identified in the study include: more access to home and community care for seniors the creation of a $10/day child-care program protection of BC’s forests and endangered species eliminating MSP premiums. Many British Columbians favour a change in tax policy that would see corporations paying more along with high income earners. 67% of respondents think major corporations are paying less than they should, and 44% thought much less than they should. 78% of respondents say those in the top 20% of income earners are paying less than they should and 63% much less than they should. 57% said those making $100,000 and over should pay more with nearly a third thinking the threshold for tax increases should be $85,000. Talk of tax increases has been avoided by political leaders but the results from this study indicate a shift in public opinion and as the CCPA observes, “our political leaders are behind the curve.” People are realizing that tax reductions only lead to reduced services and increased user fees, whereas better value, and a more efficient and equitable option is government provision through increased taxes. Read the full study. BC Teachers’ Federation survey on poverty and education: A teacher’s perspective BC has persistently high child-poverty rates, with thousands of BC families struggling economically whose children are dealing with the effects of poverty at home and at school. BCTF is conducting a survey to learn from teachers about the poverty-related needs of students to identify what is most needed at school to overcome educational barriers related to poverty. If you would like to participate in the online survey, please go to the member portal and access the link there. If you have any questions or would prefer a paper version of the survey, please contact BCTF Research Department at 604-871-2251 or 1-800-663-9163, extension 2251, or by e-mail at afield@bctf.ca. Fall media campaign Click this link to the website for the communications agency the Federation has been working with our fall media campaign. It’s an “all-in-one” source for radio, television, and print media we have done since August. Everything in the above campaign references our Better Schools for BC microsite. Better Schools For BC outlines the Federations’ positive plan for public education. The hardcopy version has been in circulation for a year now. Our provincial year of action is focused on the theme from Better Schools for BC. Members are encouraged to share the many graphics, videos, and documents included on the Better Schools for BC microsite to generate conversation and to make public education a vote-determining issue in 2013.           Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=19922&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 2, October 2009  Viva NANTU Viva! By Irene Lanzinger In the BCTF, we proudly describe ourselves as a social justice union. In my years of activism, I have seen ample evidence that we live up to this claim. But the most compelling evidence comes from our international work. Our commitment to social justice requires that we look beyond our borders and work with teacher unions in other countries to carry out the work of trying to build a more socially just global community. In August, I had the privilege of travelling to Namibia to see the impact of our international work. The Nambian teachers’ union (NANTU) invited me to address their 9th National Teachers’ Congress to help them celebrate their 20-year anniversary as a union. Our work in Namibia grew out of the activism of BCTF members in the global anti-apartheid movement in the 1980s. Larry Kuehn, our director of international programs, was active in organizing BCTF participation in that struggle. Some Namibian students joined the group and ensured that the group understood that apartheid existed not only in South Africa but also in what was then South West Africa (later Namibia) and Mozambique. When the tide on apartheid turned in the late 1980s, many activists in the anti-apartheid movement, including our members, were determined to support those engaged in building new societies out of the oppressive past. So began a strong and fruitful relationship with teacher unions in Namibia, Mozambique, and South Africa. Our work in Namibia began as an English-language proficiency program and now is largely union training based on our school union representative training model. NANTU’s invitation to the president of the BCTF to address their convention was recognition of the role we have played in helping them build a strong teacher union in their 20-year history. By the same token, my attendance at the congress was a message to their members about the value we place in that relationship. Larry Kuehn and long-time NANTU trainer and BCTF activist, Don Reader, had also been invited to the congress and travelled there ahead of me. Don Reader has been to Namibia so many times to help with training that the Namibian teachers refer to him as “Uncle Don” and indeed that’s what his congress name tag read. On the evening of August 26, I embarked on the 40-hour journey of airplanes, airports, and car travel to reach Tsumeb in northern Namibia. I arrived at 5:00 p.m. on Friday, August 28, and I was scheduled to speak to the approximately 300 delegates at the congress at 6:00 p.m. I knew I would be making the speech almost immediately on arrival and so I made sure it was well prepared in advance. The adrenalin and excitement associated with being in Africa helped too. The following day was the final day of the congress. Among other things, NANTU members debated admission tests imposed by some principals (NANTU called for the abolition of these tests as unfair and discriminatory), a fee increase (it passed), the length of term-of-office for elected officers (they went to five-year terms!), recruiting student teachers, and establishing a retired teachers’ association as per the BCTF model. There was a wonderful band that played during breaks and sometimes during the session. There was much singing and dancing. To the delight of another international guest, David Chinavane from Mozambique, there were frequent shouts of Viva, NANTU, Viva! David told us that the shouts of “Viva” originated with the Mozambique movement for elimination of apartheid and independence from Portugal. That explained how a union in a country with German, then Afrikaans, then English as its official languages, ended up with cries of “Viva, NANTU, Viva!” To our delight there were sometimes cries of “Viva, BCTF, Viva!” as well. On the final afternoon of the congress, there were elections both for full-time officers of the central union and for 20 members on the National Teachers’ Council. The election process took until 10:00 p.m. and was followed by a gala dinner, which was served at midnight and, in true African style, consisted mostly of meat. I was delighted to discover that NANTU is worse than the BCTF for making their activists work long hours and going into the wee hours with events related to their large meetings! After the Congress, NANTU invited us to take a two-day trip into the Etosha game park. Several members of the NANTU staff accompanied us. Etosha was an amazing experience. The Etosha Pan is a dried up salt water lake surrounded by plains that are filled with an amazing array of animals. We saw zebras, giraffes, spring bok, hartebeast, wildebeest, impala, lions, rhinos, ostrich, warthogs, hyenas, jackals, etc. The highlight was watching 60 elephants at a water hole spraying, playing, and rolling in the mud and water. The next day, we left the park and travelled north of Etosha National Park close to the Angolan border. The scenery changes dramatically from central Namibia to the north. In the north, traditional African homes on subsistence farms line the road along with very small shops and bars with colourful names. My favourite was “Fanny Resting.” The vast majority of black Africans continue to live in the north because the repressive apartheid policies of South African rule restricted their access to the farming area in central Namibia controlled by white Germans and South Africans. After a visit to the school of the NANTU president, Simeon Kavila, we travelled another 80 kilometres into the bush. Our NANTU guide needed a local guide to help him find the way to “Kate’s” school. Kate attended a BCTF training a number of years ago. She insisted that a number of the trainers accompany her to her community where she taught under a tree in the bush. The BCTF trainers, including Susan Lambert, Sheila Pither, and Don Reader proceeded to raise funds through the BCTF and our locals—Burnaby Teachers’ Association and Vancouver Elementary and Secondary School Teachers’ Associations. There is now a two-room primary school near Kate’s tree. Queen Alexandra Elementary School in Vancouver raised money for the pit toilets out back and they are dutifully labelled “Queen Alexandra.” Henderson Elementary School and Kitsilano Secondary School also helped fund needy project in Namibia (another school and construction of an Aids orphanage). Though schools were not in session while we were in Namibia, when we drove up to the school we were greeted by a large group of children, the school board, and members of the community of all ages. As we opened our doors, the children began to sing beautifully in English. The children are educated in their native language until Grade 4 so there is no doubt there was considerable rehearsal time for the song. I am not sure whether there was a dry eye among the foreigners. That evening, we returned to Oshikati, a large city in the north and the site of a BCTF/NANTU three-day training that was to begin the next day. I expected that I would “bring greetings” from the BCTF to the 18 or 20 teachers eager to give up some their winter holidays to work on behalf of their union. Imagine my surprise when we arrived at the training the next morning and I discovered that at 10:15 there was to be “motivational speech” given by Irene Lanzinger, president of the BCTF. Thankfully, my work in the Federation has given me plenty of opportunities to speak so I had some previous speeches to draw on. The following day we left Don Reader and a NANTU staff member to continue with the training and made the long journey back to Windhoek, the capital city. The trip to Namibia will leave me with many wonderful memories; our NANTU friends, the singing and dancing at the congress, the amazing scenery and animals, the voices of Kate’s students, and the remarkable Namibian countryside. But as a leader of the BCTF, the most significant experience I had in Namibia was when a number of NANTU members at the congress expressed the view that they would not be involved in the leadership of their union without the training they received from the BCTF. We have made a difference for Namibian teachers. As I said to them, we have been honoured to help them build their union and we have learned a great deal from them. They have built a strong union on the foundation of a very difficult struggle for independence and freedom from racism and oppression. Our international work, as exemplified by our work with NANTU, is at the heart of our claim to be a social justice union. Irene Lanzinger is the BCTF president.)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2013/03/why-educators-should-resist-educational.html?showComment0751363715555037,Staffroom Confidential: Why educators should resist educational technology Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Saturday, March 9, 2013 Why educators should resist educational technology I sat down earlier this week to write a blog post and I had a catchy title in mind: "iPads in the Classroom: Deja vu all over again". I had just read an article tweeted to me by my friend Tobey Steeves that appeared in the Atlantic in the mid-1990's. The article is called "The Computer Delusion" and I would recommend it (http://www.theatlantic.com/past/docs/issues/97jul/computer.htm). It begins with a short history lesson on past technological advances meant to revolutionize teaching, learning and schools, like television. And how these did nothing of the sort. And I thought, yes, just like the current crop of fad technologies: Smartboards, iPads, MOOCs. My partner had just laughingly told me about how the first out of date and now useless Smartboard showed up in his school's staffroom - the general repository of ed tech junk. But the more I think about it, the less I think it is the same all over again. It is very true that since schooling and technology there has been technology in schools. Some technology is very helpful. Some does genuinely change the way we teach and learn, a little bit. And lots gets left in the dust bins of staff rooms for a whole variety of reasons well articulated in The Computer Delusion. However, just like everything else in society lately, what is different now is not the perpetual change and the perpetual adoption of change before there is evidence to support the change. What is different is the pace of change. Things are happening so fast no-one has time to even reflect on what went wrong. In Education Week an article on educational technology happily examined "adaptive content". "What if, for example, we designed MOOCs (massive online courses) that, when illustrating a principle during a lecture, could use examples which were designed for the student's context? After all, most online communities already require members to fill in their age, location, etc. Or, if we had webcams that would interpret student's emotions and speed up / slow down a lecture/provide more illustrations/segue to an activity as needed. This technology, in fact, is already used by marketing companies to score consumer's reactions to their products online by reading their facial expressions via webcam, instead of written/multiple-choice feedback." I don't know about you, but that creeps me out on a lot of different levels. Learning as social activity? No.  Learning to broaden your horizens? No. Learning without privacy intrusions? No. But from one point of view, why not, if that is the fastest and cheapest way to make human beings learn and fast and cheap are the criteria? About five years ago I was teaching Information Technology and one of the classes I taught was game design. A researcher from the local university came to study my class, interested in how "gamification" related to learning. I didn't think all that much of it at the time, but am starting to see that educational technology is no longer just about tools to enhance learning, but rather the insertion of some of the most disturbing aspects of marketing into the previously (somewhat) protected world of schools and childhood. Joel Bakan has written an excellent book called "Childhood under siege". In it he examines some of the ways that marketers have used their techniques to sell toys, create addictive games, and market pharmaceuticals to children. It is disturbing. Those same trends are evident in the pitch to change teaching and learning with technology. One of the words that really bothers me right now is "engagement". It is so trendy. You can't have a conversation or read an article about education without encountering it. But what does it really mean? Learning is hard. And learning hard things is harder. Learning also is often uncomfortable. And sometimes it is boring. Anyone who has learned to play the violin knows that it takes at least 10,000 hours of often repetitive practice that sounds bad. There is no shortcut. You can play with others, play pieces you like, and perform. These all make it more fun. And you hopefully learn along the way that the practice is worth it. And this is what motivates you to practice more. What the educational technology companies are pushing is "engaged" learning as a short cut. But it won't work. It won't engage. It won't teach better. First off, much of what passes for educational technology these days is really modified consumer electronics. iPads, iPhones...these are consumer devices, not educational tools. Apps and games are designed to addict, not engage. I find apps the most disturbing...the most simplistic human reaction - just touching it - gives you a reward and a little hit of dopamine. You keep playing. Or checking your email. Or your twitter feed. It is this very feature of apps that make them appealing to two year olds. Playing on an iPad is more fun than learning to walk. Why? It is easier. You learn less (if anything at all). That is why they have temper tantrums when you take the iPad away. Sherry Turkle, in her book "Alone Together", considers the touted advantage of "multitasking" with technology. "When psychologists study multitasking, they do not find a story of new efficiencies. Rather, multitaskers don't perform as well on any of the tasks they are attempting. But multitasking feels good because the body rewards it with neurochemicals that induce a multitasking "high". The high deceives multitaskers into thinking they are being especially productive. In search of the high, they want to do even more. In the years ahead, there will be a lot to sort out. We fell in love with what technology made easy. Our bodies colluded." App development and consumer electronics are not designed for optimal learning. They are designed for optimal addiction. Very, very clever marketing people put their minds to this. They use everything we know about human psychology. Online pets die for a reason, as Joel Bakan explains in his book. The reason is to cause fear and worry in the child who must return to the program to feed it. My daughter is 13 years old, and I look around and am thankful I didn't have to keep iPads away from her. How did this happen so fast? She's not even grown up, and already childhood is different, and not for the better. This year in our school District, Wifi will be available to every child in every high school. Why? I don't know. So they can watch youtube at lunch hour instead of hang out with their friends? Respond to their text messages? Check their Facebook? Is it *necessary* or even *beneficial* for learning? I've yet to hear a good reason. We didn't use to have think about the precautionary principle in education. The popular myth had it that the pendulum would always swing back the other way, protecting us from fads and political interference. But this myth is just that - a myth. For twenty years, from a computer in every classroom to massive online learning, technology companies have become more and more sophisticated at pushing their product. We need to resist before it is too late. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 2:13 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 12 comments: TobeyMarch 9, 2013 at 4:22 PM Hi Tara, I dunno if it's crossed your path, but you might appreciate some of the discussion in => The shallows: What the Internet is doing to our brains. Beyond this point, I think it's also meaningful to highlight that many of these tech-centric solutions are pushed /on/ teachers, not derived /from/ the needs of teachers. It's that same politics of authority I discuss in my thesis. Eerie how often it's applicable ... Regards, TobeyReplyDelete Tara EhrckeMarch 9, 2013 at 5:15 PM Yes, just finished reading it...also an excellent read.ReplyDelete Replies Concerned ParentsMarch 10, 2013 at 12:51 PM Hi Tara, thank you for bringing up this important issue which many teachers are reluctant to discuss. As parents we question both the cost and the pedagogical value of replacing teachers with iPads. Unfortunately, our concerns are routinely marginalized and silenced by the tidal wave of 21st Century Learning. While educational budgets are cut on many fronts, no one (including parents who are taxpayers and "stakeholders") is allowed to question the sacred plans of technological advancement in millions of dollars. No one is allowed to question the cost of purchasing $700/pc iPads, of thousands of wireless routers (along with licensing fees for apps and newer routers' automatic opt-in cloud computing contracts), the cost of energy powering these devices, especially WiFi routers which operate 24/7, the cost of replacements to feed corporations' planned obsolescence which will occur every few years for decades to come, and the cost of health which is incalculable. I'm not surprised Mr. Carr said that tech gadgets caused him "a chronic state of distraction". Apart from the the psychological urge to get immediate feedback through the devices and the internet, there is valid physiological reason, when WiFi is used, that leads to inattention, impaired memory, insomnia or other more severe adverse effects to the brain and the body. Please take a look at the two videos below which show the level of "cellular noise" created by wireless equipment. Humans are electromagnetic beings, that's why doctors are able to use EEG to measure brain waves and EKG for the heart. The natural frequency of the human body is about 7.83 Hz. Wirelessly plugging our bodies to WiFi frequencies of 2,400,000,000 and 5,000,000,000 Hz, 24/7, is unnatural and invasive. Please hear the Pulsed Microwave of WiFi and iPad Radiation captured on Videos: iPad WiFi Radiation with Wireless Router On http://youtu.be/snt2uaQd_Ps Radiation of iPad with WiFi ON but no Internet Connection http://youtu.be/ANH6PEyQSZY The European Parliament, the Council of Europe as well as many doctors' groups have been advocating, in recent years, the REDUCTION of electromagnetic radiation in our environment, especially for children, youth, pregnant women and babies. http://www.safeinschool.org/2013/02/medical-advisory-wifi-radiation-and.html In this letter, Dr. Martha Herbert, a Harvard Neurologist who specializes in Pediatric Neurology, explains her research and concern about wireless radiation damaging children's brain function. http://goo.gl/Okafv Will SMART kids really be smarter, or dumber? Delete Concerned ParentsMarch 15, 2013 at 12:37 AM FYI. Your article was mentioned in this post: New Industry-Affiliated Website Promotes WiFi in Schools. Denies Health Risks. http://www.safeinschool.org/2013/03/wifiinsscholsca-new-industry-affiliated.htmlDelete Reply AnonymousMarch 9, 2013 at 5:31 PM It is this influx of this marketing scheme and it's technology toys that will be the undoing of public education. Search blended learning and working conditions and you'll see it's touted a solution to teacher working conditions, the very opposite of what is best for education and learning, building relationships between students and teachers, engaging them personally. Soon this effort to 'reduce working conditions for teachers' will further reduce the number of teachers deemed necessary. With one teacher instructing the online course, only a supervisor is needed in the classroom, not necessarily a teacher. Soon why even bother with a teacher at all, just hire an 'expert,' and save money. The Founder of the Khan Academy suggests already that you don't need a teacher to learn and Districts are using these online tutorials all across the province and bringing in this company to provide in-service in school districts. He thinks your training as teachers is pointless, he doesn't have an education degree and he's teaching kids around the world. ReplyDelete AnonymousMarch 9, 2013 at 5:32 PM I recently watched part of the LA United Board meetings where industry, administrators and some teachers were pushing for the installation of Wi-Fi across their School District. I couldn't watch further after listening to one defend the need or WiFi because it was felt a miracle solution for those students with ADD. They simply sit down in front of a screen and are mesmerized, instantly 'engaged' in the 'learning,' or so we're told. Yet we know better, this isn't learning and it's certainly not personalized learning. Personalized Learning for every student is the absolute ideal and personally I believe strongly in this approach BUT it's impossible in this current climate of cuts, under-funding and push to put students in front of screens instead of what we know works, smaller, well resourced classes. With this well versed tech marketing scheme comes the well oiled terms suggesting that education reform requires new teachers well versed in new ways of learning implying that seasoned teachers are like dinosaurs unable to acquire the necessary attention and 'engagement of students if they don't use the new technology. Isn't one of the best predictors of student success the greater years experience a teacher has? There are many reasons to question WiFi in schools, from the decrease in interpersonal skills, to the dumbing down of society, to the lack of pre-planning skills kids now find a challenge given their instant lifestyle. The risks of WiFi are another that are affecting more and more students and teachers. There are many health risks beyond the 2B carcinogen reclassified in 2011 by the WHO but shouldn't hat be enough. Canada has one of the lowest safety standards in the world and yet we're not using the precautionary principle. Instead many are trusting industries promise that the levels meet Health Canada's dismal standards. Yet only late last month Health Canada's lead researcher admitted in court that safety code 6 doesn't account for non0thermal affects despite assuring parents and schools of this across the provinces. The court transcripts are now available from the Superior Court of Quebec for a fee and by mail. You can read more about it here: http://www.magdahavas.com/health-canada-admits-safety-code-6-guideline-for-microwave-radiation-is-based-only-on-thermal-effects/ ReplyDelete AnonymousMarch 9, 2013 at 5:33 PM Why, with so little evidence, if any benefit from WiFi and all it's toys is public education further pushing students and those working in the education community to seemingly blindly risk not only their educational outcomes but their health. Oh right, we want to dumb down society, their easier to manage. Yet why risk health? It'll only cost society in the end? Compared with tobacco, wireless technology is following the same path only it's risky 'smoke' is invisible. Already insurance companies aren't insuring technology corporations against health risks. Companies like Fortis BC are hiring Product Defense Companies (Exponent) to defend the wireless capacity of smart meters. Asbestos, Tobacco, Monsanto's and other corporations marketing risk hire these companies to create doubt in the consumer so they con continue to line their pockets not because they're safe for the population. Their mandate is to get the best bottom line for their clients, to keep the bank roll rolling or as long as they can, despite the risks. Los Angeles Teacher's Union Passes Resolution to Ensure Safety from Hazardous Electromagnetic Fields (EMF) in Schools including EMF Emissions from Wireless Technology - W.E.E.P. News - March 09, 2013: - http://weepnews.blogspot.ca/2013/03/los-angeles-teachers-resolution-masts.html “I move that UTLA will abide by current National NEA Policy for Environmentally Safe Schools which states that all employees and stakeholders should be informed when there are changes in their exposure to environmental hazards including electromagnetic radiation and that all stakeholders and the public should be notified of any actual and potential hazards. UTLA will advocate for technological solutions that maintain technology upgrades while not increasing employees exposure to electromagnetic radiation." The BC Education system needs effective technologies, as Dr. Stuart Shanker says "where necessary" and used safely with no risks to either teachers or those involved in education. ReplyDelete Patrick ChunMarch 16, 2013 at 12:16 PM Ms. Ehrcke, I couldn't agree with you more. As it stands now, technology in school is a distraction, especially when the motive of vendors is to push their wares from a profit point of view. True use of technology is not about iPads or smartboards. It has to start from the content side of things. WiFi in school could turn out to be a ticking time bomb. There is actually no "safe" threshold on the amount of electro-magnetic radiation. Any guideline is just an arbitrary number. Patrick Chun CEO, Greenwood Canada ESL educational software developer ReplyDelete Ann-MarieMarch 19, 2013 at 10:52 AM I can see both sides of this argument. It is definitely a topic that we need to address. One thought, and something that I have used in classrooms, is to recognize, with students, the increased use of technology but in the same breath, discuss the benefits of using technology only when it can meet our information needs - valuing the interpersonal discussions - and not 'buying into' how many apps and games entice us to become preoccupied with technology. I don't think anyone would argue that having information at our fingertips hasn't improved learning and that being able to access worldwide information and opinions doesn't increase our sense of global responsibility. Preparing our students to examine the role of technology in their lives is a discussion that all teachers and parents can have with their children. ReplyDelete Bryan JacksonMarch 19, 2013 at 11:02 AM Hi Tara, Without addressing the ongoing conversation of the safety of wireless technology, I wanted to offer some counterpoint to the idea that we should resist all forms of educational technology in our schools if we want to uphold our responsibility to the public trust. While I might share many of your concerns about marketing and commodification making their way into modern classrooms, resisting digital technology of all stripes would see schools ceding valuable territory in the struggle for modern democracy that is occurring more and more on the open web. The literacies that attend web communication - including elements of self-regulation / 'attention-literacy,' visual and design-related presentation and communication skills, as well as data ownership, privacy - are increasingly vital to an education system that hopes to prepare students to resist the more malignant elements of digital technology and retain their ability to seek out and create individual voice in society. Like prohibition left the booze business to organized crime, creating schools that ignore the web as a forum for democratic participation help enable the corporate takeover of what little remains of digital 'public space'. Your own blog, for example, which is the personification of this exercise in democratic voice, is hosted by Google; we do ourselves and our students a disservice by not seeking out experience in ensuring autonomy and agency over our own and our students' web footprints. Someone whose work I've found inspiring in his drive to maintain individual freedom and public trust on the open web is Dr. Gardner Cambell, who wrote the influential essay, "A Personal Cyberinfrastructure," in which he argues that students should be provided with an education where they learn how to become their own systems administrators: http://www.educause.edu/ero/article/personal-cyberinfrastructure Gardner's talk, "Teaching, Learning & the Digital Imagination," also might help frame the pursuit of the digital humanities as part of a developing liberal arts education: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BHOv_kSejBM I fully agree that there is a lot of corporate profiteering masquerading as educational necessity, and we need to be aware as educators of not only these perils, but the possibility which exists on the open web as well. Audrey Watters (@audreywatters) is someone who does an incredible service in keeping up with developments in K12 and higher education along these lines, and whose work I think you (and your readers) would appreciate. She blogs at: http://hackeducation.com/ I think our schools should provide many of the experiences you are calling for above, but also believe that the diversity of perspectives teaching professionals bring into the learning environment help shape the future healthily, empathetically, and democratically. As someone who feels as though I am fighting for the same sort of school system advocated here, I wanted to offer some of what underpins my belief that digital technology does have a place in our classrooms, and that this place doesn't necessarily denote a 'corporate takeover' of any sort. On the contrary, technology is in my classroom so that my students (whose lives are suffused in technology whether I limit its exposure or not) venture onto the web with their eyes open to both the peril, and the possibility of digital public space. Enjoy your spring break, Bryan -bryanjack.ca ReplyDelete Tara EhrckeMarch 20, 2013 at 8:54 AM Hi Bryan, I think the one point where we may disagree is that I see a *connection* between the profiteers and others that can be unhealthy if it is not recognized. Yes, there are many teachers who use IT in their classrooms for genuine, worthwhile reasons. I am one of them. But when teachers start to jump on the bandwagon (sometimes just because they are excited about what they are doing, but sometimes for the purpose of personal career advancement) they go from using tech for their own teaching to advocating tech. Thus the profiteers exploit teachers to assist in advocating for change that in the long run is not healthy for schools and children. When this happens with district administrators and Ministry officials and university professors, these people become "internal validators" - lending justification for the vacuous arguments of the tech companies. When I say "resist", I don't necessarily mean "ban" (although that certainly might make sense in some circumstances). I mean think critically about whether the introduction of a new technology should or should not be adopted. Who wants it and why? In other words, do not capitulate to the vapid arguments of "it is there, so we have to use it", "it is there, so it is coming anyway", "they use it in life, so we have to in school", "they will use it at work, so we have to in school". None of these are good arguments. When considering whether or not to adopt new technologies, we also have to look at the bigger picture, including what gets removed...because every time something new arrives, something else goes. So, it is perfectly sensible to consider the overall screen time of children and consider whether or not any more screen time should take place in school. Or to consider whether we want wireless turned on all day so that kids can use their devices during recess, when that very well might displace f2f and exercise. Or to consider the degree to which "collaboration" with technology replaces reading books, and the impact that has on learning and thinking (suggest here Proust & the Squid...and In the Shallows...very good introductions to the effect of technology on the reading brain, what is lost...). I don't disagree with teaching digital literacy (although perhaps for different reasons than you...I think the "democracy" of the internet is largely a myth, but I do think kids should understand how the machines around them work), but that is very different than infusing teaching with technology or using technology for teaching and learning other subject areas. Thanks for your thoughtful comments - Tara ReplyDelete Clint LalondeMarch 28, 2013 at 12:12 PM Hi Tara, First off, truce. If I need to hold out a white flag here then please consider this to be one :). As a parent, I truly appreciate there are people like you and Tobey who are taking a very critical look at the role of technology in our schools. I agree with much of what you write and speak about - corporate agendas, the desire for quick fixes, the motivations for why we need technology in our schools, distractions - these are all incredibly valuable and important conversations for educators and parents to have. Technology is a tool that can be used well and can be used poorly. I am a Neil Postman fan and agree with him when he speaks about technology not as an either/or, but a this and that. There are tradeoffs, concessions and difficult discussions to have. What do we keep and what do we replace? Does this change the way we do things? How? What part is good and what part is bad? I agree with Bryan here that this issue of what role technology plays in our classrooms is vitally important to creating digital citizens of the future who can operate in the world and act with agency and autonomy. Who can change & challenge (or at least have the skills to deal with) the very things about our world that we both want to see changed. There are a myriad of reasons to keep technology out of the classroom - all valid. But keeping it out only means we do not work to find solutions to those problems. We hid them. Worse, we don't help our kids find solutions to their problems. How can they be expected to deal with making correct choices about issues like information overload and critical media literacy if they are not engaging in real and authentic ways with these issues? I worry that we underestimate the internet and that we are not doing enough to teach our kids how to thoughtfully and deliberately engage with it. To take control of it. To even realize that they can take control of it. We are letting the technology agenda be written by the corporations, by the entertainment industry, by the publishing companies when we enact policies that pretend the internet doesn't exist and hides it away from our kids. We are not preparing our kids to carry on the kinds of fights and deeply critical analysis we both want. We are not teaching them that the internet is THEIRS and THEY own it and THEY can control it. In a world where our kids are not taught how to take control and use the internet as a learning tool, Perez Hilton wins. And that frightens me a helluva lot more than wifi. With respect, Clint LalondeReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ▼  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ▼  March (2) Why educators should resist educational technology... Will School Board budget woes lead to more inequit... ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20140925,bryanjack.ca,http://bryanjack.ca/,Adventures in a Gifted Classroom | Musings on Modern Learning Adventures in a Gifted Classroom Musings on Modern Learning Search Main menu Skip to primary content Skip to secondary content Home A Little Background Prose, Projects and Presentations Music Presentations Writing The Long Way Home One Three Two Four Five TALONS Blogging TALONS Class Blogging 2009 – 2010 TALONS Blogging 2010 – 2011 TALONS Blogging 2011 – 2012 TALONS Blogging 2012-2013 Post navigation ← Older posts The Digital Age and Curriculum in British Columbia Posted on July 29, 2014 by bryanjack I: The Digital Shock & Curricular Reinvention  “We are living in the middle of the largest increase in expressive capacity in the history of the human race,” declared Clay Shirky in his 2008 tome Here Comes Everybody: The Power of Organizing without Organizations (Shirky, 2008). In the intervening years we have continued to see an emphasis in curricular thought and reform which seeks to realize the potential of a dawning Digital Age. In blog posts and cable news investigations, parent-advisory council meetings and teacher professional development events, academic scholarship and TED Talk distillations, discussions about curriculum struggle toward consensus on what might constitute an education for the 21st Century. Such a time is fraught with both possibility and peril. Simsek and Simsek describe the Digital Age as a time when “forms of information have changed drastically” (Simsek & Simsek, 2013), so much so that they are capable of inducing a state of shock: “Information is an integral part of daily life in today’s society in order for individuals to survive against information-related requirements. Production of knowledge requires different skills than those necessary for producing goods. Thus, the concept of shock could be interpreted partly as the feelings of the confusions of people, being aware of not having necessary skills for the new literacies” (p. 127). In contemplating the nature of shock as might effect curricular reform, it can be helpful to consider Naomi Klein’s Shock Doctrine, wherein she presents the rise of neoliberal capitalism and its champion Milton Friedman’s ideas across the latter half of the twentieth century. Friedman, Klein observes, looked to the onset of crises and shocks as opportunities to radically intervene in the reform process, noting his admission that “Only a crisis – actual or perceived – produces real change. When that crisis occurs, the actions that are taken depend on the ideas that are lying around (Klein, 2008).” Looking toward the unique challenges presented by the Digital Age, David Perry recommends taking “note of the plasticity of digital forms and the way in which they point toward a new way of working with representation and mediation, that might be called the digital ‘folding’ of reality, whereby one is able to approach culture in a radically new way” (Perry, 2011). As this ‘folding’ of reality administers structural changes across society, curricular reform lies at the center of digital reinventions of politics, economics, creative expression and collaboration, the natural sciences and perspectives on the nature of life and consciousness itself. However, such broad educational considerations are hardly novel, as Egan noted in 1978 that once started down the path of inquiry into the methodology of education, “there becomes little of educational relevance that can be excluded from the curriculum field” (Egan, 1978). Thus, the regeneration of our curricula to suit the Digital Age is something that ought be carefully engaged to ensure an authentic expression of society’s best intentions for education. Ralph W. Tyler’s Principles of Curriculum and Instruction outlines a rationale for viewing, analyzing and interpreting an instructional program as an instrument of education. Tyler notes “no single source of information is adequate to provide a basis for wise and comprehensive decisions about the objectives of the school,” (Tyler, 2013), and advocates for a comprehensive discussion of curricular purposes from each of the progressive, essentialist, sociologist, and educational philosopher’s perspectives: “The progressive emphasizes the importance of studying the child to find out what kinds of interests he has, what problems he encounters, what purposes he has in mind. “The essentialist, on the other hand, is impressed by the large body of knowledge collected over many thousands of years, the so-called cultural heritage, and emphasizes this as the primary source for deriving objectives. “[Sociologists] view the school as the agency for helping young people to deal effectively with the critical problems of contemporary life. If they can determine what these contemporary problems are then the objectives of the school are to provide those knowledges, skills, attitudes and the like that will help people deal intelligently with these contemporary problems. “[Educational philosophers] see the school as aiming essentially at the transmission of the basic values derived by comprehensive philosophic study and hence see in educational philosophy the basic source from which objectives can be derived (p. 4-5)” This paper seeks to examine the Government of British Columbia’s Education Plan (BCEdPlan) from each of these perspectives with the hopes of furthering discussion of the potential of curricular reform in the Digital Age within the province. II: Principles of Curriculum and Instruction in the BCEdPlan In 2012, the British Columbia Ministry of Education began consultations to bring about changes in the province’s K-through-12 curriculum. Guided by the Premier’s Technology Council 2010 report, A Vision for 21st Century Education (Council, 2010), the BCEdPlan was published in 2013 and shares the province’s vision for teaching and learning in the Digital Age, with reforms set to address curricular goals and assessments, graduation requirements, transitions to post-secondary learning, parent-communication, and even the physical time and place of formalized schooling (Government, 2013b). These changes are guided by the EdPlan’s Five Key Elements (p. 5): Personalized Learning for Every Student Quality Teaching and Learning Flexibility and Choice High Standards Learning Empowered with Technology “While a solid knowledge base in the basic skills will be maintained,” the BCEdPlan admits that better preparing students for the future will require greater emphasis on teaching “key competencies like self-reliance, critical thinking, inquiry, creativity, problem solving, innovation, teamwork and collaboration, cross-cultural understanding, and technological literacy” (p. 4). At the time of this writing, the Ministry of Education has begun posting draft versions of subject and grade curricula from grades kindergarten to nine. The intent of this section of the paper is to investigate the formally published BCEdPlan with the hope that this discussion might lead to a similarly critical analysis of subject curriculum as it comes more clearly into focus. Progressive In its advocacy on behalf of student choice and flexibility, the BCEdPlan may be seen to embrace tenants of the progressive mindset. By looking to develop students’ passions, self-reliance, and personalizing the learning experience of each individual, the focus on role of the child in the schooling process is soundly rooted in progressive principles. While the BCEdPlan does state its intention to prepare students to “realize their full potential and contribute to the well-being of our province” (p. 5), less well emphasized are the democratic traditions of the progressive movement. The words ‘society,’ and ‘democracy,’ do not appear in the BCEdPlan; however it does state as an objective for further action that “We will work with our education partners to identify the attributes of an educated citizen and how that will be articulated throughout the education program culminating in graduation” (p. 5). Curricular discussions in British Columbia might delve further into the progressive promise of student-centered learning characterized by John Dewey, who warned of the danger that increased personal independence could decrease the social capacity of an individual” (Dewey, 1916): “In making him more self-reliant, it may make him more self-sufficient; it may lead to aloofness and indifference. It often makes an individual so insensitive in his relations to others as to develop an illusion of being really able to stand and act alone — an unnamed form of insanity which is responsible for a large part of the remedial suffering of the world (p. 42).” Essentialist Essentialists, meanwhile, may not see their approach as integral to the BCEdPlan, which cites as an operating premise the idea that “The world has changed and it will continue to change, so the way we educate students needs to continually adapt” (p. 5). The impetus for the education revolution in British Columbia and other jurisdictions around the world is an acknowledgement that the Digital Age has so fundamentally changed the nature of society that new skills and knowledge(s) are required for tomorrow’s citizens. And while it may include traditional values and legacies such as cross-cultural understandings and assurances that core knowledge and “basic skills” such as literacy and math will be preserved, the BCEdPlan looks to create and define new skills and proficiencies – e.g. “innovation” and “creativity” – which essentialists may view as components of a much lengthier cultural heritage. For example, the essentialist may view the advent of new communications technology as an opportunity to apply the lessons of past revolutions in reproduction and collaboration to contemporary curriculum. Providing an education in the background of the relationships between advances in technology and human creativity, for instance, could prove a valuable instructor for young people learning about literacy in the Digital Age. Bruner describes undertaking such a task as learning about “not only the role of tools or language in the emergence of man, but as a necessary precondition for doing so, setting forth the fundamentals of linguistics of the theory of tools” (Bruner, 1966). It remains to be seen the amount of influence these and other cultural legacies will exert in the pending British Columbia curricula, however the tenor and intent of the BCEdPlan as stated casts its gaze decidedly toward the future, potentially at the expense of the vast cultural learning about the past. Sociologist The BCEdPlan adopts a sociological lens in developing curriculum that is part of a broader government agenda to confront the perceived needs of our historical moment. As part of its Jobs Plan (BCJobsPlan), the Government of British Columbia declares that it is “reengineering education and training so that BC students and workers have the skills to be first in line for jobs in a growing economy” (Government, 2013a). Within this broader context, the critical contemporary problems British Columbian curriculum intends to address come into clearer focus, as education is redrawn from the bottom up, in three stages: A Head Start Learning to Hands-on Learning in Our Schools that will “give [students] an earlier head-start to hands-on learning, so [they’re] ready for the workforce or more advanced training when [they] graduate” (p. 8); A Shift in Education and Training to Better Match with Jobs in Demand to [maximize] spaces available to provide the programs [students] need to compete successfully in the workforce” (p. 8); and A Stronger Partnership with Industry and Labour to Deliver Training and Apprenticeships to “better connect [students] with the on-the-job and classroom training [needed] to boost […] skills or achieve certification” (p. 8). Sociologists may be encouraged by the consideration of such economic metrics to guide the creation of British Columbian curriculum. However, by viewing the BCEdPlan as embedded within the government’s more comprehensive BCJobsPlan[1], they might find the purview of this sociological study to be narrowly focused or to ignore altogether areas of potentially more pressing contemporary importance. “To make the most effective use of our education and training resources,” the BCJobsPlan notes, “we will rely on the best data and […] the most up-to-date labour market information […] to guide government decision-making and to determine spending priorities” (p. 7). Further sociological study may seek to critically address 21st century problems such as inequality, environmental degradation, or the degree to which our education systems help actualize the democratic ideals enshrined in the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms (Canada, 1982) or Multiculturalism Act (Canada, 1988). Educational Philosophy While the first of these three lenses might assert different resolute perspectives toward the creation of curricular purposes, the educational philosopher approaches the discussion in the tradition of the humanities, and is thus “committed to the concept of knowledge as interpretation” (Drucker, 2011), as well as the idea: “That the apprehension of the phenomena of the physical, social, cultural world is through constructed and constitutive acts, not mechanistic or naturalistic realist representations of pre-existing or self-evident information” (par. 7). Educational philosophers may be critical of the BCEdPlan’s reliance on “the best data and labour market projections” to direct educational resources at the expense of allowing a more broadly constructed view of education’s role in democracy into the decision-making process, as this data assumes a market-oriented solution to a perceived educative problem. Others may highlight the similarity between this practice and the economic project authored by Milton Friedman in the form of neoliberal capitalism, “the doctrine that market exchange is an ethic in itself, capable of acting as a guide for all human action” (Harvey, 2005). The educational philosopher may also challenge the symbolic representation and meta-messages about the nature or purpose of education communicated in the language and design of schooling, as Giroux has noted that the “survival-of-the-fittest ethic has replaced any reasonable notion of solidarity, social responsibility and compassion for the other” (Giroux, 2012). Image by Alan Levine III: Further Discussion Analyzed through these various perspectives, the creation of 21st century curriculum in British Columbia can be seen to highlight aspects of both the progressive and sociological perspectives. While each of these lenses could be explored further, a more comprehensive approach to addressing essentialist and philosophical concerns would allow a more broadly constructed view of curriculum in the Digital Age. In implementing its notion of 21st century learning, the government of British Columbia should be especially willing to experiment with new technology in developing a curriculum reflective of the digital medium’s message (McLuhan & Fiore, 1967), lest our collective aspirations for the future be limited unnecessarily by perceived economic realities. The ‘shock’ of the Digital moment provides an opportunity for both critique and the establishment of new myths surrounding education, the broader enactment of which Michel Foucault described as Enlightenment (Foucault, 1984), or critical ontology, something that should “be considered not, certainly, as a theory, a doctrine, nor even as a permanent body of knowledge that is accumulating,” but rather, “a philosophical life in which the critique of what we are is at one and the same time the historical analysis of the limits that are imposed on us and an experiment with the possibility of going beyond them.” Paulo Freire described a similar sense of enlightenment at the root of an emancipatory critical praxis, whereby “critical percep­tion is embodied in action, [and] a climate of hope and confidence devel­ops which leads men to attempt to overcome the limit-situations” (Freire, 1970). This emancipation constitutes an active citizenship that continues to transform reality, “and as these situations are superseded, new ones will appear, which in turn will evoke new limit-acts” (p. 99). By applying such critical discourses to the negotiation and expression of societal interests with respect to curriculum, we are presented with one of the unique democratic opportunities presented by the Digital Age itself. Indeed, as Simsek and Simsek point out, “the free flow of information through new technologies is consistent with the requirements of deliberative democracy.” However, as the man largely credited with the developing the World Wide Web, Tim Berniers-Lee, recently noted, “Unless we have an open, neutral internet […] we can’t have open government, good democracy, good healthcare, connected communities and diversity of culture” (Kiss, 2014). In encountering the Digital Age, educators and those interested in constructing curriculum are well-served by embracing the spirit of the open and interconnected web, and playing what Jim Groom and Brian Lamb call for as “a decisive role in the battle for the future of the web” (Groom, 2014). They write, “It is well within the power of educators” to engage in this struggle, though admit that it “will require an at-times inconvenient commitment to the fundamental principles of openness, ownership, and participation.” As the Ministry of Education continues to unveil its vision for the future of education in British Columbia, these and other questions, perspectives and concerns raised in the discussion of this paper are presented with the intention of further engaging an ongoing discussion of curricular purpose in the province. Bruner, J. S. (1966). Toward a theory of instruction (Vol. 59): Harvard University Press. The Constitution Act, 1982 (1982). Canadian Multiculturalism Act (1988). Council, Preimier’s Technology. (2010). A Vision for 21st Century Education Dewey, J. (1916). Democracy and education: An Introduction to the Philosophy of Education. New York: Macmillan. Drucker, J. (2011). Humanities approaches to graphical display. Digital Humanities Quarterly, 5(1). Egan, K. (1978). What is curriculum? Curriculum Inquiry, 65-72. Foucault, M. (1984). What is Enlightenment? . In P. Rabinow (Ed.), The Foucault Reader. New York: Pantheon Books. Freire, P. (1970). Pedagogy of the Oppressed (M. B. Ramos, Trans. 30th Anniversary Edition ed.): The Continuum International Publishing Group Inc. Giroux, H. (2012). Education and the crisis of public values. Peter Laing, New York. Government, B. C. (2013a). BC Jobs Plan Government, B. C. (2013b). BC’s Education Plan Province of British Columbia. Groom, J. L., Brian. (2014). Reclaiming Innovation. EducausE review, Online. Harvey, D. (2005). A brief history of neoliberalism: Oxford University Press. Kiss, J. (2014, March 12, 2014). An online Magna Carta: Berners-Lee calls for bill of rights for web. The Guardian Klein, N. (2008). The shock doctrine: the rise of disaster capitalism. McLuhan, M., & Fiore, Q. (1967). The medium is the message. New York, 123, 126-128. Perry, D. (2011). The Computational Turn: Thinking about the Digital Humanities. Culture Machine(Spec. Issue ). Shirky, C. (2008). Here comes everybody: The power of organizing without organizations: Penguin. Simsek, E., & Simsek, A. (2013). New Literacies for Digital Citizenship. Online Submission, 4(3), 126-137. Tyler, R. W. (2013). Basic principles of curriculum and instruction: University of Chicago press. [1] Where the BCEdPlan runs just under 8 pages, the BCJobsPlan measures just fewer than 50. Posted in Curriculum, Democracy, Humanities, Literature, Pedagogy, Planning, Research, Technology | Tagged bced, bcedplan, citizenship, critical pedagogy, curriculum, dewey, edci 532, edci532, egan, enlightenment, essays, foucault, freire, learning, milton_friedman, ministry of education, neoliberalism, open learning, papers, Pedagogy, research, shock doctrine, sociology, what is curriculum Emergent Citizenship: Curriculum in the Digital Age Posted on July 21, 2014 by bryanjack “Souls cross ages like clouds cross skies, an’ tho’ a cloud’s shape nor hue nor size don’t stay the same, it’s still a cloud an’ so is a soul. Who can say where the cloud’s blowed from or who the soul’ll be ‘morrow? Only Sonmi the east an’ the west an’ the compass an’ the atlas, yay, only the atlas o’ clouds.” (Mitchell, 2008) What is curriculum? Kieran Egan begins his essay, “What is curriculum?” (Egan, 1978) by presenting the idea that schools and curriculum constitute a process by which “children are initiated into particular modes of making sense of their experience and the world about them, and also into a set of norms, knowledge and skills which the society requires for its continuance.” John Dewey presents a similar vision of schools that are “responsible not to transmit and conserve the whole of its existing achievements, but only such as make for a better future of society” (Dewey, 1916): “It is the office of the school environment to balance the various elements in the social environment, and to see to it that each individual gets an opportunity to escape from the limitations of the social group in which he was born, and to come into living contact with a broader environment.” (p. 20) Dewey’s description can be seen in congruence with the critical ontology of the self that Michel Foucault described in his essay “What is Enlightenment?” (Foucault, 1984), which should: “be considered not, certainly, as a theory, a doctrine, nor even as a permanent body of knowledge that is accumulating”: “It has to be conceived as an attitude, an ethos, a philosophical life in which the critique of what we are is at one and the same time the historical analysis of the limits that are imposed on us and an experiment with the possibility of going beyond them.” It is toward this ideal of enlightenment that we might apprehend the spirit of the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms (Canada, 1982), or the Multiculturalism Act (Canada, 1988), which seeks “to promote the full and equitable participation of individuals and communities of all origins in the continuing evolution and shaping of all aspects of Canadian society.” While Egan notes that “one symptom – or perhaps condition – of pluralism is the conflict and argument about what [the] curriculum of initiation should contain,” it should not be controversial to state that the mandate of education includes an introduction to (and the rehearsal of) the requisite skills which promote this “full and equitable participation” in the creation of our collective societal narrative(s) and identity. This paper attempts to describe the nature of knowledge-creation in the Digital Age, and outline an approach to curriculum and citizenship that embraces an emergent sense of identity and culture. Emergence in the Digital Age The modernist conception of citizenship expressed in the Multiculturalism Act aligns neatly with possibilities brought about through the revolution in communication technologies that can be thought of as our Digital Age. Simsek and Simsek characterize the early stages of the Digital Age as a time when “the forms of information have changed drastically” (Simsek & Simsek, 2013): “Information processing has been transformed from being passive receivers to active information processors, who must engage, construct, respond and act with information.” (p. 127) “Our emergent digital times,” Nahachewsky and Slomp argue, “challenge the authority of any one author or teacher” (Nahachewsky & Slomp, 2009). However, envisioning a curriculum that might challenge the central authorial role of the teacher presents a number of difficulties, as Osberg and Biesta argue that such an emergent information landscape assumes that “Knowledge is neither a representation of something more ‘real’ than itself, nor an ‘object that can be transferred from one place to the next[i]” (Osberg & Biesta, 2008). The emergent classroom is a place where “Knowledge is understood, rather, ‘to ‘emerge’ as we as, as human beings, participate in the world.” (p. 313) This view of knowledge is congruent with Simsek and Simsek’s description of the literacies required to actualize democracy in the digital era, which “differ from the previous ones, mainly due to their operational, interactive and user-based technological characteristics” (p. 129). Here we see that the emergent view of knowledge-construction, which presents a difficulty to institutional learning, may be supported by the advent of digital communications technologies. Teaching and learning in polyphony “If we hold that meaning is emergent,” Osberg and Biesta state. “Then the idea that educators can (or should) control the meanings that emerge in the classroom becomes problematic” (p. 316). Sidorkin admits that “the tragic side of such a situation is that regardless of teachers’ intentions the relationship cannot become equal and truly dialogical” (Sidorkin, 2000). Despite one’s best efforts, the context of organized learning assumes orientation toward certain aforementioned goals and/or outcomes. Paulo Freire confronted the student-teacher contradiction by prescribing what he called the “problem posing method” of education, whereby curricular content “constantly expands and renews itself” (Freire, 1970): “The task of the dialogical teacher in an interdisciplinary team working on the thematic universe revealed by their investigation is to “re-present” that universe to the people from whom she or he received it – and “re-present” is not as a lecture, but as a problem” (p. 122). However this framework maintains the authority of the teacher to “re-present” the reality of students toward their emancipation and as such is deserving of Bruner’s critique (highlighted by Nahachewsky and Slomp) in that the student becomes a “performing spectator” who “does not invent the world, [but] uses it” (Bruner & Bruner, 2009). Sidorkin looks beyond this dialogical model toward Bakhtin’s idea of polyphony (Bakhtin & Emerson, 1993), and proposes that “the problem of imbalanced relation is not to be countered with power sharing based on considerations of equality.” Rather, he says, it should be “addressed with polyphony, the principle of engaged co-existence of multiple yet unmerged voices” (Sidorkin, 2000). The literacies attending such curricular intentions can be seen to revolve around the realization of a critical awareness of one’s community, and an ability to articulate a unique perspective within it. And it is here we see the notion of emergence begin to exist in a dual sense, as it arises in a collective narrative of community, but also in the individual’s sense of themselves within that community. Sidorkin argues that curricular authority in the classroom should aim toward the realization of mutuality in meaning-making, stating “The polyphonic authority creates mutuality, and only this kind of authority should be used in education.” It is this invitation to mutuality that Nahachewsky and Slomp describe by noting that: “If students are allowed, through openness in the curriculum and their teachers’ language, to become part of a negotiation, facts then are created and become interpreted understandings shared by teacher and students, rather than transmitted by teachers as predisposed ‘truths’” (Nahachewsky & Slomp, 2009). The skills and competencies attending such collective meaning-making may well have long been essential to the democratic project, as Simsek and Simsek note that “democratic values needed for citizenship are not different for new literacies.” However, they present the Digital Age as an opportunity to realize further promise of the democratic project: “Many democratic values could be acquired by new literacies. New literacies are prerequisites for digital citizenship. New literacies increase the availability of relevant and credible information and broaden the capacity of individuals to get, share, compare, and contextualize information by developing new skills” (p. 133). While they are careful to not describe the revolution in communicative technology as a panacea in an era of anemic political engagement and accountability, the authors do note that such a summary of digital citizenship embraces the value of broad contribution to an emergent, collaborative constructed community. Optimistically, they note, “Digital citizenship could create a more transparent, connected and participatory democratic environment” (p. 132). Curriculum as Identity The advent of the Digital Age has led to an increase in the opportunities for individuals to contribute their voice to the type of polyphonic democracy suggested by Freire and Sidorkin. Simsek and Simsek characterize the Digital Age by highlighting the increasing ability and access individuals have to spaces in which they might cultivate a networked, public “identity.” “Identity in the digital territory is seen as a higher construct of literacies, which enables the citizen to act as a person with culture and independence as well as with critical abilities and democratic values” (Simsek & Simsek, 2013). When conceived of in this fashion, the society education serves intends to admit all voices in its chorus, and asks that schools provide learning in the conception and expression of individual and pluralist identities. This is a process that unfolds endlessly, as the One and the Many are constantly making each other (Follett, 1919), and it is toward this critical praxis that education must orient the student experience if it is to achieve Freire’s “critical and dynamic view of the world” by which we might realize what he considered the central human objective: “permanent transformation of reality in favor of the liberation of people.” The progress toward this pluralist aim is the stated purpose of the Canadian Constitution, and should guide the continued exploration of curriculum in the Digital Age. Bakhtin, M. M. M., & Emerson, C. (1993). Problems of Dostoevsky’s poetics: U of Minnesota Press. Bruner, J. S., & Bruner, J. S. (2009). Actual minds, possible worlds: Harvard University Press. The Constitution Act, 1982 (1982). Canadian Multiculturalism Act (1988). Dewey, J. (1916). Democracy and education: An Introduction to the Philosophy of Education. New York: Macmillan. Egan, K. (1978). What is curriculum? Curriculum Inquiry, 65-72. Follett, M. P. (1919). Community is a process. The Philosophical Review, 576-588. Foucault, M. (1984). What is Enlightenment? . In P. Rabinow (Ed.), The Foucault Reader. New York: Pantheon Books. Freire, P. (1970). Pedagogy of the Oppressed (M. B. Ramos, Trans. 30th Anniversary Edition ed.): The Continuum International Publishing Group Inc. Mitchell, D. (2008). Cloud Atlas: A Novel: Random House LLC. Nahachewsky, J., & Slomp, D. (2009). Sound and fury: Studied response (s) of curriculum and classroom in digital times. Beyond ‘presentism”: Re-imaginging the historical, personal and social places of curriculum, 139-151. Osberg, D., & Biesta, G. (2008). The Emergent Curriculum: Navigating a Complex Course between unguided Learning and Planned Enculturation. Journal of Curriculum Studies, 40(3), 313-328). Sidorkin, A. M. (2000). Toward a pedagogy of relation. Simsek, E., & Simsek, A. (2013). New Literacies for Digital Citizenship. Online Submission, 4(3), 126-137. [i] See Biesta and Burbules (2003), Biesta and Osberg (2007), Cilliers (1998) and Osberg et al. (in press). Posted in Assessment, Democracy, Humanities, Learning Networks, Literature, Objectivity, Open Education, Pedagogy, Research, Technology | Tagged biesta, citizenship, citizenship learning, communication, community, curriculum, Democracy, dewey, digital age, edci 532, edci532, emergence, emergent, epistemology, freedom, freire, gert biesta, history, john dewey, learning, osberg, paulo freire, Pedagogy, philosophy, sidorkin, writing Epistemology, Pedagogy and Democracy in the Digital Age Bibliography Posted on July 17, 2014 by bryanjack The Virtual Self, visual notes by Giulia Forsythe on a talk by Nora Young at Brock University March 2013 (Learn more about Giulia’s amazing Visual Practice here). It has been a treat to delve deeper into the web of scholarship that charts the intersection of so many different philosophical inquiries that concern pedagogy as a branch of the digital humanities these last few weeks. The metaphysical and epistemic questions that guide our social, ethical and political discussions around the larger purposes of curriculum cast an incredibly broad net, but are undeniably arising out of the digital revolution in communicative technology we are living through. And so my bibliography covers a lot of ground: What is knowledge in the digital age? How is it attained, where does it ‘live’? If in fact knowledge has changed, how should we go about teaching in this new era? And how do these shifts in knowledge and social processes affect the nature and purpose of citizenship? Answers to these questions lie in fields of sociology, philosophy, political science, and education, but I have tried to locate and share readings that plot the intersection of these topics as relates the narrower field of ‘curriculum.’ Andreotti, V. d. O. (2011). The political economy of global citizenship education. Globalisation, Societies and Education, 9(3-4), 307-310. Biesta, G. (2013). Learning in public places: Civic learning for the 21st century. Civic learning, democratic citizenship and the public sphere. Biesta, G. J. J. (2012). Doing Emancipation Differently: Transgression, Equality and the Politics of Learning. Civitas Educationis. Education, Politics and Culutre, 1(1), 15-30. Downes, S. (2012). Connectivism and connective knowledge: Essays on meaning and learning networks. National Research Council Canada, http://www. downes. ca/files/books/Connective_Knowledge-19May2012. pdf. Feldman, S. B., & Tyson, K. (2014). Clarifying Conceptual Foundations for Social Justice in Education International Handbook of Educational Leadership and Social (In) Justice (pp. 1105-1124): Springer. Garcia, J., & De Lissovoy, N. (2013). Doing School Time: The Hidden Curriculum Goes to Prison. Journal for Critical Education Policy Studies, 11(4). Howard, P. (2014). LEARNING COMMUNITIES AND DIGITAL CITIZENSHIP IN ONLINE AFFINITY SPACES: THE PROMISE AND THE PERIL. INTED2014 Proceedings, 5658-5658. Khoo, S.-m. (2013). Between Engagement and Citizenship Engaged Scholarship (pp. 21-42): Springer. Lentz, B. (2014). The Media Policy Tower of Babble: A Case for “Policy Literacy Pedagogy”. Critical Studies in Media Communication(ahead-of-print), 1-7. MacGregor, J., Stranack, K., & Willinsky, J. (2014). The Public Knowledge Project: Open Source Tools for Open Access to Scholarly Communication Opening Science (pp. 165-175): Springer International Publishing. Martin, C. (2011). Philosophy of Education in the Public Sphere: The Case of “Relevance”. Studies in Philosophy and Education, 30(6), 615-629. Monteiro, H., & Ferreira, P. D. (2011). Unpolite Citizenship: The Non-Place of Conflict in Political Education. JSSE-Journal of Social Science Education, 10(4). Queen, G., Ross, E. W., Gibson, R., & Vinson, K. D. (2013). I Participate, You Participate, We Participate…”: Notes on Building a K-16 Movement for Democracy and Social Justice. Workplace: A Journal for Academic Labor(10). Rice, J. (2013). Occupying the Digital Humanities. College English, 75(4), 360-378. Schugurensky, D., & Silver, M. (2013). Social pedagogy: historical traditions and transnational connections. education policy analysis archives, 21, 35. Sidorkin, A. M. (2010). John Dewey: A Case of Educational Utopianism. Philosophy of Education Archive, 191-199. Sidorkin, A. M. (2014). On the theoretical limits of education Making a Difference in Theory: Routledge. Siemens, G. (2014). Connectivism: A learning theory for the digital age. Talisse, R. B. (2013). Sustaining democracy: folk epistemology and social conflict. Critical Review of International Social and Political Philosophy, 16(4), 500-519. Willinsky, J. (2013). Teaching for a World of Increasing Access to Knowledge. CALJ Journal, 1(1). Posted in Democracy, Humanities, Open Education, Pedagogy, Research, Technology | Tagged citizenship, digital, digital humanities, edci 591, enlightenment, epistemology, freedom, government, gradstudies, information, knowledge, Pedagogy, politics, reading, research papers, resources, teaching, Technology “Moments happen quickly, and changes come slowly.” Posted on July 14, 2014 by bryanjack The title of this post, and its contents are synthesis and reflection of my thoughts while reading James Nahachewsky and David Slomp’s book chapter “Sound and Fury: Studied Response(s) of Curriculum and Classroom in Digital Times,” originally published in Beyond ‘Presentism': Re-Imagining the Historical, Personal, and Social Places of Curriculum (2009). Similar to Borges‘ introduction, “like all men, he was given bad times in which to live,” we find ourselves in complex times that have yet undeniably coalesced into a present “moment” that might be described as a Digital Age. The arrival of these digital times has arrived with “a shift in perspective that recently has thrown many modernist educational boundaries and underlying assumptions into doubt – including constructs of learner and teacher, and schooling itself (Gee, 2004; Knobel & Lankshear, 2007). This shift is due, in part to young people’s own fluid, de-territorialized meaning-making afforded by the consumption and, perhaps more importantly, the production of digital texts.” Nahachewsky and Slomp present the problem of how confronting these new realities of the digital age reveals a contradiction in that “digital texts, as created by young people become sites of action and agency [while] Arguably, brick and mortar classrooms are not.” The language arts, the authors note, are uniquely situated to reveal the particular opportunities such times present the study of pedagogy, as new media arise, changing the relationships between students, teachers, and even broader educative communities beyond our institutions. Using the shift brought to text by the digital age as a corollary, the authors begin to outline a structural transformation that is beginning to be seen in literacy education. “The spaces of classroom and educational digital texts create complex dialogic ‘contact zones’ (Bakhtin 1981), where we may witness the representation of learner, teacher, and curriculum in interesting, complex, and non-traditional ways.” Highlighting the example of the Western and Northern Canadian Protocol for Collaboration in Basic Education, Nahachewsky and Slomp note that democratic governments have engaged the collision of the 21st century and its burgeoning technological revolution to provoke discussion around the revolutionizing of curriculum itself, though the section of the paper begins with a quote from Jerome Bruner’s Actual Minds, Possible Worlds (1986): “Language- can never be neutral, it imposes a point of view not only about the world to which it refers, but toward the use of mind in respect of this world.” Because while the governments of the western provinces strive toward a collaboratively determined common curriculum that will best prepare young Canadians for the digital and globalized 21st century, “The primary issue the Ministers [of education from Manitoba, Saskatchewan, Alberta, British Columbia, Yukon and the North West Territories] identified in the agreement was the need to optimize the limited resources of the provinces in improving education [emphasis from the original].” The point of view “imposed,” and which frames the narrative of educational reform contextualizes the task as one of necessity rather than aspiration. One needn’t suggest that fiscal responsibility shouldn’t constitute an aspect of educational discourse; but by beginning from this foundation, the “authors” of our curricular narratives – granted such voice by the democratic processes guiding public policy in Canada – limit the possible iterations of curriculum that might better contribute to education’s guiding purpose(s) than those created solely out of financial necessity. With the broad focus of literacy, the authors summarize the purpose of language learning expressed in the WNCP, which presents literacy as a tool: “To facilitate thinking, define culture, develop personal identity, build interpersonal relationships, extend experience, facilitate reflection, contribute to a democratic society, construct and convey meanings, and facilitate metacognitive awareness.” But while even optimists among us might appreciate these strokes of application that these democratic processes have sketched out on our collective behalf, the authors emphasize what is not included in this discussion of education’s future, what is not part of the narrative authored on society’s behalf: “the question, To what end?” “…to what end do we use language to facilitate thinking or to construct meaning?” In other words, what is understanding? And what is it for? The affordances of new media in these digital times has further contributed to the disruption of the narrative of the singular author, a process that has been at work throughout the modernist period and which dates back to the Enlightenment period. Such philosophical movements are congruent with Bruner’s suggestion “that our use of language has a constitutive role in creative social reality and concepts of our selves.”  To paraphrase Michael Wesch, our digital times present us with the opportunity to witness Marshall McLuhan‘s edict that “we shape our tools, and then our tools shape us,” in real time, largely through the critical study and experimentation with different forms of texts encountered in the language arts classroom. Indeed, Nahachewsky and Slomp point out that “this has important implications for the culture of education and the concepts of self that teachers and students co-construct.” As the revolution of text online has challenged the notion of a single authorial rendering (even of an original work or act), so too might the digital age present the opportunity to consider the direction and construction of meaning to be a collaborative act between students who are guided in this process by a teacher. However well intended, our present schools are places where “students are seen as participants who are given a role as ‘performing spectators who play out their canonical roles according to rule when appropriate cues appear.” Bruner notes further than “this role causes the child to only identify himself as owner, as user, never as creator; he does not invent the world, he uses it.” However much this framing might offer a shift in perspective to today’s educators, it has been more than one hundred years since Maria Montessori lamented that while “it is true that some pedagogues, led by Rousseau, have given voice to the impracticable principles and vague aspirations for the liberty of the child [...], the true concept of liberty is practically unknown to educators.” (Montessori 1912) More than one hundred years ago, Montessori wished “to direct the teacher to awaken in him[self], in connection with his own particular field, the school, that scientific spirit which opens the door for him to broader and bigger possibilities. In other words, we wish to awaken in the mind and heart of the educator an interest in natural phenomena to such an extent that, loving nature, he shall understand the anxious and expectant attitude of one who has prepared an experiment and who awaits a revelation from it.” However as we look to the educative narrative presented in Canada today, we might note the Federal Harper Government’s discussions of scientific discovery have similarly limited its scope to invest “scarce resources” in research that offers a practical return on investment, thus affirming the broader cultural narrative of perpetuating an infinite growth economy as our highest purpose. As it is in education, the question To what end? is not included in the discussion of why we ought pursue scientific discovery (if not to achieve predicted economic outcomes), and the omission represents an abandoning of principles around which our cultural, social, artistic, political and moral traditions each originate and continue to revolve, those traditions which coalesced and were articulated during the dawn of the era of mass-printed texts. Following the invention of the printing press, Europe witnessed the transformation of its public sphere(s) (Habermas 1991), with paradigmatic shifts visited upon religion, politics, science, philosophy and the arts. The ability of greater and greater numbers of people to encounter and freely share new ideas delivered a cataclysm upon the singular narratives of public affairs constructed with absolute power by monarchs and churches, and is the overarching arc of justice which guides foundational schools of western philosophical thought to this day. Broadening the base of authorship in the creation of a collective narrative led directly to the transformation of the existent structures of the preceding paradigm. We might learn from these events, as the advent of our modern, digital technologies presents what may constitute an analogous ‘moment’ of cultural revolution where the discussion of what might be is at least as relevant for discussion as the prospects of what must be. In fact, we have learned much from those who sought to uphold the mantles of chalice and crown throughout the various Enlightenment revolutions employed various arguments to make their case, and should proceed skeptically with those who would tell us what “must be.” With the traditions of scholarship and tools we have acquired in the age of empiricism, the test to establish what “must”… …must be of the strictest rigor. In the meantime, it is equally important that modern educationists explore and discover what can be, as it is central to the task of creating a fuller perception of nature and humankind which the traditions of metaphysics, epistemology, ethics and political philosophy demand of us. Posted in Democracy, Humanities, Literature, Objectivity, Pedagogy, Technology | Tagged 21st century, authors, authorship, bakhtin, bcedplan, bruner, culture, curriculum, digital, digital communities, ed reform, edci 532, edci532, enlightenment, epistemology, ethics, experience, faulkner, government, meaning, metaphysics, nahachewsky, narratives, novels, Pedagogy, philosophy, policy, psychology, reform, science, storytelling, Technology, text Précis: A Critical Consideration of the New Pedagogy in its Relation to Modern Science Posted on July 13, 2014 by bryanjack Dr. Montessori in the garden of the school at Via Giusti. Image courtesy of the University of Pennsylvania Maria Montessori presents a critical consideration of the “New Pedagogy” (1912) by discussing the advent and implementation of the “scientific pedagogy” that took root in Italy around the turn of the 20th century. Montessori’s critique focuses on the shortcomings of scientific pedagogy to address the human subjects (and observers) involved in the study of teaching and learning. In establishing her critique, Montessori finds fault with an overemphasis on the instrumentalization of pedagogy which comes at the expense of a more authentic manifestation of the spirit of learning. This spirit of learning is connected throughout her argument as part of the same pursuit of knowledge that has sustained human progress since the beginning of civilization. She cites examples of rigid student desks and behaviourist means of doling out rewards and punishments as elements of “scientific pedagogy” that run counter to the spirit of discovery that is central to learning. For a new pedagogy to emerge within this context, Montessori argues that teachers ought to be prepared to engage the act of teaching as one oriented toward “a conquest of liberty” that provides an education in which pupils are seen as future agents of human regeneration. To this end, she proposes educationists elevate the study of pedagogy to that of its own scientific exploration: part of the larger narrative of human progress that is embedded within the histories of science, technology, and the broader humanities, and yet informed by its own unique contexts and possibilities. Montessori, Maria George, Anne E. (Trans), (1912). The Montessori method: Scientific pedagogy as applied child education in “The Children’s Houses”, with additions and revisions by the author. , (pp. 1-27). New york, NY, US: Frederick A Stokes Company, xlii, 377 pp. doi: 10.1037/13054-001 Posted in Democracy, Humanities, Objectivity, Pedagogy | Tagged critique, Democracy, edci 532, edci532, education, human behavior, learning, montessori, Pedagogy, positivism, precis, progress, research, science, teaching, tiegrad Curriculum as Black Box Posted on July 5, 2014 by bryanjack Image from designshack.net “…a black box is a device, system or object which can be viewed in terms of its input, output and transfer characteristics without any knowledge of its internal workings.” In conducting an inquiry into curriculum, the black box may prove a useful metaphor to consider possible avenues of discussion or research. In his essay What is Curriculum? (pdf) Kieran Egan introduces Cicero’s use of the Latin curricula “to refer to the temporal space in which we live; to the confines within which things may happen; to the container, as opposed to the contents.” By applying the metaphor of the black box, we can appreciate the discussion of curriculum as being concerned with educational inputs and outputs, and the black box itself representing the individual experience of the learner. With the advent of Enlightenment philosophy, society began to orientate itself toward the actualization of a pluralism that assumed an infinite diversity of human minds; here we see the shift of inquiry away from inputs and outputs, and toward the nature of the black box itself. Egan presents this awakening thus: “traditional curriculum questions about what should be taught can no longer stand as a distinct question in the fact of discoveries about individual differences. Questions of method are unquestionably relevant to curriculum decisions.” “The difficulty,” he adds, “in admitting the question, how, into curriculum matters is that there becomes little of educational relevance that can be excluded from the curriculum field.” Indeed. And as we have become subsumed in a preoccupation with how, we have suffered from what Egan calls “a general failure of nerve, of vision, and of direction.” “To know what the curriculum should contain requires a sense of what the contents are for. If one lacks a clear sense of the purpose of education, then one is deprived an essential means of specifying what the curriculum should contain.” And so we find ourselves surrounded by curricular initiatives that describe at exhaustive length the hows of learning in the 21st century: game-based, play, outdoor, experiential, collaborative, critical thinking, and various apps, hardware, and learning media aggregate to serve a purpose that is discussed as a forgone necessity. Notions of what should be taught are often presented in platitudinous photo-opportunities operating within the premise that the future will so paradigmatically different from the present or past that any discussion of curricular contents can only be looked upon with the most pragmatic or utilitarian perspective. In building the altar of how, the means of delivering curriculum have become the ends: we have become singularly focused on what education must be in favour of what it might become.  Egan would agree: “This manner of stating the problem exemplifies the failure of nerve: it suggests we have no control over the future; we cannot make of it what seems best to us.” Image from Zcache.com In considering curriculum as a black box problem, we might be guided by Schroedinger’s cat thought-experiment. Originally conceived to highlight the paradox at the root of quantum mechanics (basically the uncertainty principle), a simplified look at the analogy finds Schroedinger’s cat inside a black box with a vial of poison that will alternatively be delivered, or not, depending on the state of a subatomic particle. Until the box is opened, there exists potential for either eventuality to exist: that the cat is still alive; or that it has expired. And so until a definitive measurement or observation can be made, the cat might be thought of as being both alive, and dead. In our own practice and research, ‘opening the black box’ of individual learning experiences is similarly limited and may be seen to require such a dualist response. “Focus on either how or what at the expense of the other,” Egan writes in his conclusion, “is improper.” He writes: “Proportion and good sense demand that we turn our attention increasingly to what questions and present strong arguments for or against specific curriculum content.” In resembling the black box, our discussion of curriculum traverses the knowable entities of inputs and outputs, and seeks to investigate the opaque nature of individual experience. In this inquiry, as soon as measurement and observation are able to record new points of knowledge they unfold into new inquiries toward an ever-retreating horizon. As a symbol, the black box represents paradoxes that are at the heart of learning and knowledge, and aligns with Egan’s characterization of bringing about authentic curriculum as a struggle to “summon the nerve to believe that we can make the future what we want and better prepare children to deal with it.” Posted in Literature, Objectivity, Pedagogy, Research | Tagged curriculum, edci 532, edci532, epistemology, gradstudies, knowledge, learning, mathematics, philosophy, quantum mechanics, shroedinger, tiegrad, truth, what is curriculum Picket Anthems: The Ballad of Simpleton, British Columbia Posted on June 24, 2014 by bryanjack http://bryanjack.ca/wp-content/uploads/2014/06/Simpleton-British-Columbia.m4a Simpleton, British Columbia lyrics and chords. We aren’t on strike because we’re losing or we’ve lost. We’re on strike because we still might win. Posted in Creative Writing, Democracy, Music, Pedagogy | Tagged 2014, activism, anthem, bctf, british columbia, pickets, protest songs, songs, songwriting Why Picket Posted on June 24, 2014 by bryanjack On the picket with my mom and sister. Hey all, As we get toward the end of our first week on the picket line, I wanted to take the opportunity to invite the discussion of how we might share ideas to maximize our efforts in what could be a crucial week of negotiations between teachers and the government. I realize that some of you may not be enthused about the prospect of being pilloried in a sandwich sign while you’re asked to pace in front of your job site for a few hours every day, and know that not everyone is the sort of extravert that is able to jump into these sorts of things easily, even when they agree with the cause. But I would point out that the purpose we are serving on the picket line is twofold: We are refusing / preventing work normally done on our work site to apply pressure on management / government at the negotiating table; We are building public awareness of key issues which greatly undercut the government’s steadfast narrative of greedy teachers demanding more free massages and “more than twice the raise any other union got.” *cough* despite not coming off two years’ of zeros as teachers are.  To these two purposes, I would argue that our attention while on strike is much better utilized if we focus on the second of these two goals. In most industries, a union withholding its labour penalized the owners financially as capital is prevented from moving and thus accumulating value. To most employers, this financial pressure can create an immediate effect; we saw this in action when the truckers’ union at the Port of Vancouver went on strike earlier this year, effectively shutting down a major port of trade, and were granted a deal in less than a week. But as the withholding of our labour actually saves the government millions of dollars a week, we can see that merely closing our work site created minimal (in fact opposite) leverage for our union in its negotiations. If we stick to this course of action, the government would have little incentive to not let the strike drag on until October until we’re broke enough to accept a deal that would negate all of the work, sacrifice and difficult choices we have made to get us to this point. What matters, it seems to me, and could help us greatly in our cause as our walkout goes into a second week before summer vacation takes the public eye away from our negotiations, is the raising of public support for our struggle for a fair deal in this round of bargaining. Part of the way we do this is by positively representing ourselves and our intentions while on the line. How we interact with traffic, pedestrians and other working people in our communities goes a long way in establishing a public perception of our union and its efforts that many of us have long-wished was more a part of the face of the BCTF. For better or worse, while we are ‘on the line’ in front of our schools, we are who our neighbours are seeing as the union they keep hearing about on the news these days. They could drive by and see a bunch of folks socializing in lawn chairs with their signs propped up against the tent-les; or they could see an enthusiastic team of teachers actively courting their support and solidarity. By all means, take some time to get warmed up. Bring a lawn chair to rest your feet or back, and catch up with your colleagues. Play a guitar. But each shift should be making a concerted effort to connect with the people driving and walking through our neighbourhood. You’d be surprised the effect of an engaging smile and a wave from a passing stranger, let alone fifteen. Eye contact creates empathy and respect between people, even when they disagree. Pour on the kindness to those with stern glances, birds or words. Reasonable people can disagree, and these interactions allow people to take a stance on the issue of our negotiations. For my part I can say that in our weeks on the picket so far, these have been many, many more honks, waves, thumbs-ups, solidarity-fists, and smiles than there have been their negative counterparts. And as the government continues to stonewall progress on a labour-disruption that – for the moment – impacts every corner of the province, the imbalance has only grown. This groundswell of support is our only means of influencing government’s posture at the bargaining table, and we should actively continue to court it across our lines this week. To this end I compel you to demonstrate resolve to stand together as a school against an imposed contract that would not only perpetuate the injustices of the past, but would further degrade the conditions of our province’s schools. Not everyone feels as passionately as I do, perhaps, and I think that’s fine. A union is intended to be an expression of democracy, and the differences in our opinions make us stronger, not weaker. But at the moment we are on strike, the result of just such a democratic expression of the membership, even if you voted (or would have preferred to vote) no. If you are disconcerted by the hope of having ‘gone out,’ I would further add that the duration, not to mention the end results, of our current job action could depend on us maximizing our efforts to engage the public while out picketing. If you are unconvinced, try driving by a school with a handful of teachers picketing from lawn chairs. Then drive by Charles Best as their entire staff is marching the length of Como Lake Avenue with their signs asking the province for A Fair Deal. Drive by Gleneagle during any shift many of our recall teachers are out there, and I would bet that it becomes a little harder to dismiss our union as an unreasonable party to an eternal gridlock in BC education. Our energy line has pioneered a few new picket moves this week, and will be exploring more original material next week. Mike and others have supplied new and creative signs for our zone on Landsdowne. And there is talk of a ‘costume’ day on the line next week. As the kids in my neighbourhood keep asking me in their scrawled hop-scotch courts marking the days of their newfound summer vacation, to boot: why don’t we have any sidewalk chalk out there?  We aren’t on strike because we’ve lost or are losing. We’re on strike because we still might win. But what there’s left for us to win might have to be won this week. So let’s make it count. See you out there, Bryan Posted in Democracy, Pedagogy | Tagged 2014, activism, bctf, demonstration, gleneagle, pickets, protest, public school, public schools, teaching, unions Guest Post: Letter from a Colleague Posted on June 24, 2014 by bryanjack Melanie Stokes is a colleague of mine who forwarded me this letter that she submitted to the Vancouver Sun to share here.  As teachers are now in their second week of full job action, it may be important to consider the reasons why this situation is happening now.  Over the last thirty years, society has undergone great changes and the role of education has expanded accordingly. The time has come for us to decide if we are able or want to support education with all the expectations of what it must deliver. Thirty years ago, classes were often larger but were mostly a homogenous group of kids.  Schools had clear expectations about discipline and students were streamed according to academic ability.  Curriculum was focussed on basic literacy and numeracy skills and going into the work place rather than university was the norm after graduation.  Students with special needs were segregated. Schools were not expected to deliver individual education plans; neither were teachers required to meet all the learning needs of all the children in their classes. Teachers taught the whole class as a group and did their best to provide accelerated materials to the bright kids, and get the slower learners caught up.  That was pretty much it.  No one felt it necessary to feed children breakfast because they were too hungry to learn or had to learn how to deal with autistic, Downs Syndrome, ADD, ADHD, Oppositional Disorder students or large groups of children who spoke no English at all. Over the last thirty years, education has been given the job of trying to fix all the problems of an increasingly complex society.  Teachers took it in their stride, believing that they could, and would be able to make positive changes for the children in their care.  They embraced the idea of integration for special needs students and never considered that at some point, the funding to for teacher support would be reduced to the point where classroom management would become almost impossible.  They have accepted children in their classes who have no idea how to function in a group setting, how to speak or comprehend English, children from poor, dysfunctional families with no social or financial resouces, refugee children from war torn countries with resulting psychological problems, learners with a myriad of challenges that teachers are expected to address. Teachers did and still do go about their jobs every day believing they can make a positive impact on the social, emotional, and acedemic growth of the children in their care.  Despite the rhetoric of government and union, this fight is about the value of education and what we, as a society deem important.  Do we want a return to the “one size fits all” education practice of the past, or do we wish to continue with the education system we have grown to expect?  If so, then we should be prepared to pay for it. Schools of today are successful because of the efforts of those who work within them.  If there is no will or not enough money to support educators to do the job we demand of them, then we should go back to the old school system and stop expecting teachers, principals, and support staff to do more and more for our children with unrealistic funding and less and less support. If a good education for all children is considered important, and it should be, then let’s stop the erosion of services and demand that our government provide the necessary financial support to keep the education we expect for our children. Posted in Classroom Communities, Democracy, Pedagogy | Tagged 2014, activism, christy clark, Democracy, editorials, gleneagle, job action, letters, protest, strike, tyranny An Open Letter to BC Education Minister Peter Fassbender Posted on May 31, 2014 by bryanjack Minister Fassbender visits the TALONS Classroom, October 2013 May 31st, 2014 Greetings, Minister Fassbender, As a social studies teacher in the Coquitlam School District’s T.A.L.O.N.S. Program, my teaching partners and I work to support the learning outcomes of our course curricula by cultivating an experiential, interdisciplinary learning environment. In designing a program which meets the social and emotional needs of gifted learners, T.A.L.O.N.S. teachers strive to align the explicit purposes of schooling – to educate the younger generation in the concepts, skills and competencies required to construct their individual and collective futures – with the implicit messages about our shared democratic values as Canadians – that each voice in our society is valued within the system of laws and government we are handing down to young people. As you may realize it is important to teach courses on the foundations and traditions of our democratic history within a context that is true to these ideals. To this end T.A.L.O.N.S. students are provided with opportunities to exercise agency and voice in the creation of their own learning, as my colleagues and I believe that teaching students about the principles of the Enlightenment in a classroom that does not honour collective expression and democratic principles would negate the lesson at hand before the bell had even rung. As Gert Biesta and other educationists have noted, “Young people learn at least as much about democracy and citizenship – including their own citizenship – through their participation in a range of different practices that make up their lives, as they learn from that which is officially prescribed and formally taught.” As such the context in which the learning occurs communicates a great deal about the meaning that is created in the democratic classroom. And I raise these foundations of the T.A.L.O.N.S. program to your attention in part to refresh your memory that you’ve actually visited us in action. Along with our local MLAs, Coquitlam Superintendent Tom Grant, and other educational dignitaries, you were brought to see a few of our district’s exemplary classrooms at Gleneagle Secondary last fall. You were only with us for a few minutes, enough time to tout your government’s dedication to providing more education in line with how our students introduced the program’s philosophy, but I feel it appropriate at this time to highlight how incongruous your handling of the British Columbia Education file has been with public education’s democratic ideals in the time since. Your government has been found twice to have violated BC teachers’ Charter rights to collectively bargain. Additionally, the Supreme Court found the Liberal Government to have bargained in bad faith to provoke a strike that would allow you further infringements of the province’s public servants. In the ten years that this affront to justice has been allowed to continue – in duplicated legislation and dubious appeals – the children of the province have seen their futures stolen out from under them with unstaffed libraries, under-supplied learning centers, closed language labs and counseling offices ill-suited to address today’s (significant) student needs.  The defense your government has raised when judged categorically by the Supreme Court to have broken the law (twice) is that adhering to the law as written would be “too expensive” at this stage in the game. You can be forgiven for your lack of history education. But as someone charged by the government to teach young people about our democracy, I find it difficult to reconcile the lessons in my prescribed government curriculum with the context created by your Liberal government’s disrespect for the country’s highest law. After being told in 2011 that Premier Clark’s own Bills 27/28  were unconstitutional, the Liberals did not appeal the decision and proposed nearly identical legislation that was rejected by the Supreme Court yet again in 2014. Rather than take this judgment at face value, or even oppose it on the merits of the case, your government has instead hired a private trial lawyer at taxpayer expense to argue before the Court of Appeal not that the ruling was flawed, or that your government did not in fact violate teachers’ Charter rights, but that obeying the law would be too expensive. As a private citizen you might be entitled to such unique interpretations of the country’s laws. In fact, the Charter of Rights and Freedoms was conceived so that individuals would not be so vulnerable to the lumbering power of the State. But as a representative of an elected government, your continued disregard for the law of the land, taken together with the subversion of its very intent by using the Court of Appeal to further abuse educators and students is fundamentally opposed to the spirit of Canadian democracy as it is taught in the province’s schools. It is a shame that when you visited our classroom you weren’t given the opportunity to explain why it is you and your government feel it is that you are above the law. Our public school classrooms are intended to reflect democracy as an ideal, a point beyond the horizon toward which humanity is forever striving. And this ideal holds that each individual’s voice is granted respect and protection by a mutual agreement that no one is above the law, or able to exert their will upon the group by sheer force or inherent power.  In attempting to design a classroom where these lessons are taught on the pages of our textbooks and in the activities we undertake as a class, the T.A.L.O.N.S. teachers’ intentions are to provide learners with lived lessons in democratic functioning. What have your actions, and those of your government, sought to teach young people in British Columbia about democracy? About the rule of law? About our collective responsibility to one another? When you visited us, and in the press releases I have seen in the time since, your words have often seemed directly in line with the values at the heart of the public education system. But your actions have consistently negated whatever weight these words might have carried, and such incongruence demands either an explanation or a change of course. I would be heartily pleased to see either of these, though your past actions haven’t made me hopeful. Regards, Bryan Jackson T.A.L.O.N.S. Program Teacher SD43 Posted in Classroom Communities, Democracy, Pedagogy | Tagged bargaining, british columbia, canada, charter of rights and freedoms, christyclarkslockout, chritsty clark, Democracy, editorial, education, freedom, government, history, labour, labour rights, law, learning, lockout, peter fassbender, rule of law, social studies, supreme court Post navigation ← Older posts What do you want to talk about? Select Category Assessment Blogging Classroom Communities Creative Writing Curriculum Democracy Digital Storytelling Grammar Guitar Humanities Learning Networks Literature Music Objectivity Open Education Outdoor Education Pedagogy Planning Research Summer Book Project Technology Uncategorized Social @pop2cas Getting their guy another majority wouldn't be nothing, unfortunately. Still not news, but it's been effective... Time ago 2 Hours via Twitter for iPhone RT @ErikaShaker: private schools debate continuing w/ EQAO b/c (oh snap!) teachers say doesn't help improve student learning t.co/rV… Time ago 3 Hours via Twitter for iPhone Levant / Trudeau spat reveals Sun News operating agenda: "We don’t actually know, or care, what ‘news’ is." t.co/G9jn3jZsj1 #cdnpoli Time ago 3 Hours via Twitter for iPhone Follow @bryanjack on twitter. Sights Blogroll #IntroGuitar #Philosophy12 Andrew B. Watt's Blog CogDogBlog DS106 gforsythe.ca Gleneagle Music Hack Education Hybrid Pedagogy Intrepid Teacher TALONS Class Blog: Defying Normality Thielmann's Blog Cabin TIE Grad Cohort @ UVic Conversations mganhdi on An Open Letter to BC Education Minister Peter Fassbender Kari Hewett on An Open Letter to BC Education Minister Peter Fassbender Niovi on An Open Letter to BC Education Minister Peter Fassbender @WiseRiseInfo on An Open Letter to BC Education Minister Peter Fassbender Cindy Quach on An Open Letter to BC Education Minister Peter Fassbender Read Age, not gender, is the new income divide in Canada, study finds | Financial Post How I (sorta) stopped worrying and (kinda) learned to love the selfie » Cyborgology Is One of the Most Popular Psychology Experiments Worthless? - Olga Khazan - The Atlantic A Statistical Appreciation of the Washington Generals And Harlem Globetrotters | FiveThirtyEight This work by Bryan Jackson is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License. Proudly powered by WordPress twitter)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "October is #FosterFamilyMonth. Thank you #BC for opening your homes and hearts to more than 5,900 children and youth." @John_Yap - 11:14pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/glenhansman/status/516665043597787137,Glen Hansman on Twitter: "@OCC_tweets @ItsRyanClayton May want to comment on Health & PE curriculum draft: https://t.co/HuzcAzgOks Feedback: https://t.co/yGUHHbchO7" টুইটার অনুসন্ধান অনুসন্ধান টুইটার খুঁজুন সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ ভাষা : বাংলা. हिन्दी Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন টুইটার-এ নতুন ? আজই যোগদান করুন » সাইন ইন করুন ফোন, ইমেল বা ব্যবহারকারীর নাম পাসওয়ার্ড সাইন ইন আমাকে মনে রাখুন পাসওয়ার্ড ভুলে গেছেন? ইতিমধ্যে আপনি কি টেক্সট বার্তার মাধ্যমে টুইটার ব্যবহার করছেন? Our City of Colours ‏ @OCC_tweets ১৬ সেপ্টেম্বর Monday night board meeting! pic.twitter.com/n3zj13s5wt ফটো দেখুন ছবি লুকান প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট অনুসরণ অনুসরণ করা কর্মসমূহ:অনুসরণ না করা অবরুদ্ধ অবরোধ মুক্ত মুলতুবি বাতিল Glen Hansman ‏ @glenhansman ২৯ সেপ্টেম্বর @OCC_tweets @ItsRyanClayton May want to comment on Health & PE curriculum draft: https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/curriculum  Feedback: https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/feedback-form  প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট ১২:০৫ অপরাহ্ণ - ২৯ সেপ্টেম্বর, ২০১৪ Glen Hansman থেকে কোন আপডেট মিস্ করবেন না © 2014 টুইটার সম্বন্ধে সহায়তা বিজ্ঞপ্তি তথ্য বন্ধ মিডিয়াটিকে চিহ্নিত করুন এটি ইতিমধ্যে সংবেদনশীল কন্টেন্ট ধারণকারী হিসাবে চিহ্নিত হয়েছে। পতাকা তুলুন এটি সম্ভাব্যরূপে অবৈধ বিষয়বস্তুর ধারণকারী হিসেবে। সমর্পণ করা বাতিল মিডিয়াকে চিহ্নিত করা সম্পর্কে আরো জানুন খারিজ বন্ধ পূর্ববর্তী পরবর্তী বন্ধ একজন ব্যক্তির প্রোফাইলে যান সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ বন্ধ আপনার অনুসরণকারীদের এই পুনঃটুইটটি পাঠাবেন? বাতিল পুনঃটুইট বন্ধ আপনি কি নিশ্চিত যে এই টুইট মুছে দিতে চান? বাতিল মুছে ফেলুন বন্ধ রোধ করন বাতিল রোধ করন আপনার টুইটসমুহে একটি অবস্থান যুক্ত করুন যখন একটি অবস্থানের সঙ্গে আপনার টুইট করেন, টুইটার সেই অবস্থান সংরক্ষণ করে। প্রত্যেক টুইটের আগে আপনি আপনার অবস্থান চালু / বন্ধ করতে পারেন, এবং যে কোনও সময় আপনি আপনার অবস্থানের ইতিহাস মুছে ফেলতে পারেন। আরো জানুন অবস্থান চালু করুন এখন নয় স্থান বন্ধ করুন বন্ধ প্রোফাইল সারসংক্ষেপ বন্ধ আপনার তালিকাসমূহ বন্ধ একটি নতুন তালিকা তৈরি করুন নাম তালিকা বিবরণ 100 অক্ষরের কম, ঐচ্ছিক তালিকাসমূহ:গোপনীয়তা সাধারণ · যে কেউ এই তালিকা অনুসরণ করতে পারেন ব্যক্তিগত · শুধুমাত্র আপনিই এই তালিকায় প্রবেশ করতে পারবেন তালিকা সংরক্ষণ করুন বন্ধ বন্ধ এই টুইট স্থাপিত কর আপনার নীচের ওয়েবসাইটে কোডটি অনুলিপি দ্বারা এই টুইট যোগ করুন * আরও জানুন হুম, সার্ভারে পৌঁছনোর একটি সমস্যা ছিল। পরে আবার চেষ্টা করবেন? প্রকৃত টুইট অন্তর্ভুক্ত করুন অন্তর্ভুক্ত মিডিয়া প্রাকদর্শন বন্ধ টুইটারে নিবন্ধন করুন টুইটারে নেই? নিবন্ধন করুন, আপনির পছন্দের বিষয়গুলির সাথে যুক্ত হন, এবং তাদের বিষয়ে হালনাগাদ পান। একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন » বন্ধ দুটি উপায় (প্রেরণ এবং গ্রহণ) শর্ট কোড: দেশ কোড গ্রাহকদের জন্য মার্কিন যুক্তরাষ্ট্র 40404 (যে কোন) কানাডা 21212 (যে কোন) যুক্তরাজ্য 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM হাইতি 40404 Digicel, Voila আয়ারল্যান্ড 51210 Vodafone, O2 ভারত 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance ইন্দোনেশিয়া 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » অন্য দেশসমুহের এসএসএস সংক্ষিপ্ত কোড দেখুন বন্ধ নিশ্চিতকরণ)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8062,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 7, May/June 2005 President’s message Thank you for your work in the provincial election. Three years ago we set out to ensure that public education was on the agenda when people went to the polls on May 17, 2005. Thanks to your efforts, we succeeded. Support for public education is substantial, and now that the election is over, the work begins to build government support to repair some of the damage done over the last four years. Public education was front and center during the election. The BC Liberals were repeatedly forced to deny their record on education over the last four years. Even they must have realized what a mistake it was to undermine our schools the way they did between 2001 and 2005. One of the ways we improve learning conditions in our schools is through bargaining. The term of our collective agreement ended last June, and we have been negotiating with the employer since November. We have not made much progress so far and will be exploring avenues to move the negotiations forward. There will be discussion in locals over the next few weeks leading up to the BCTF Representative Assembly on June 3 and 4, 2005. The RA will be making decisions about what actions are necessary to achieve a collective agreement that meets the needs of teachers and students. Please ensure that your voice is heard. Thank you for the marvellous job you do for the students of British Columbia despite the lack of resources and support. Jinny Sims Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NoteFromTeachers.aspx?id=12234&printPage=true,A note from your teachers #18, BCeSIS (British Columbia enterprise Student Information System)  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Newsletters and Alerts > A Note from Your Teachers > 2007 Archives A note from your teachers A report from the BCTF to the members of the legislative assembly March 20, 2007 Number 18 BCeSIS (British Columbia enterprise Student Information System) High costLow performance "BCeSIS is definitely a top-down system designed for the ministry to collect data rather than a system developed to meet the needs of students, staff, and school boards." "A manual attendance routine, performed five times a day with paper, pencil, and a human brain takes me about four minutes for the whole day. A smooth day with BCeSIS requires sixteen minutes of time to perform same attendance routine for my five classes." "The program is slow, badly designed for classroom use, unreliable, and does not seem to be improving even though we are now two months into using it." These are quotes from teachers currently using BCeSIS. Unfortunately, they are experiences shared widely among BC teachers. BCeSIS, a centralized data system initiated by the Ministry of Education to collect and process data on all students, is sadly flagging. In its short life, BCeSIS has gained a reputation as sluggish and expensive. Teaching is a complex human enterprise. Students are at its centre and classrooms are places of learning, magical moments, and hard work. Contrast this with the market-driven learning environment BCeSIS envisions for students: a teacher behind a computer screen recording student attendance, marks, and personal information. Teachers want to preserve a healthy educational environment and not sacrifice students to increased bureaucracy and social control. Real costs to school districts "All 60 districtshave recognized the systems value and decided to participate." (BCeSIS Stakeholder Relations Plan, September 2006) Strong-armed would probably be a more accurate description of why all 60 school districts have jumped on board. Districts were told that if they did not join BCeSIS they would have to develop their own system and ensure it does the same thing and is compatible with BCeSIS. Instead of the $10 a person per year originally announced, costs have skyrocketed to $140 a student per year according to one ministry official. Moreover, although this is a Ministry of Education initiative, most of the costs fall on school districts. Staff have been deployed to BCeSIS. Many school districts have had to purchase higher-end computers for each teacher. Consultants, trainers, technical support, and conference fees have all added to the costs. To implement BCeSIS, capital costs alone will set the Vancouver School Board back $1,723,902 between now and 2008, plus $500,000 student fees per year. Estimated spending on BCeSIS is $80 million per year. Ironically, if we only had $84 million returned to school districts, we would be at the 200102 level of funding when significantly more resources went directly into the classroom. Precious resources have been taken from our students to fund this project. Hidden costsLoss of privacy Recall the news last Marchthe government auctioned computer tapes holding the personal medical histories of approximately 77,000 British Columbians. Despite assurances that the data on BCeSIS is behind a secure firewall, we are all well aware that tenacious hackers have broken into much more complex systems. Data entered in BCeSIS sits on servers connected through the Ministry of Education PLNet high-speed network that connects all BC schools. When asked about security of their electronic data, a district manager in one large metropolitan school district in BC was quoted in The Province newspaper in April last year, "Were under constant attack from the outside, and the inside for that matter." Teacher and parent concerns around confidentiality will undoubtedly increase significantly when they learn that a private organization, not government, maintains the system. BC schools have entered the brave new world of surveillance adopted from our neighbours to the south. Hidden costsMisplaced priorities BCeSIS will have the effect of limiting the way teachers think about their work, especially new teachers with little or no experience. For example, BCeSISs training manual refers to setting up a seating plan for your class with the teacher at the front of the rooma structure youll be hard put to find in many of the best classrooms in the province. Report-card formats limit teacher comments to 80 characters, approximately 16 words, instead of expressing student learning in words that fit the individual child. Especially in the primary grades, student progress should be recorded in words not on a graph or with a number indicating a level. Participating in the BCeSIS experiment has resulted in precious time wasted and no educational benefits at the expense of time spent on instruction and assessment. System overloaded Notice on BCeSIS web site September 25, 2006: "BCeSIS Production and Training Outage Alert" BCeSIS shut down at a crucial time in September. It lacked the band-width and memory for peak demands and September is just one of those peak times. Many teachers describe BCeSIS as a nightmarepainfully slow and frustrating, especially when it loses data. Teachers must create and remember new passwords every 90 days. They must ensure that the computer screen is not visible to the students at any time, difficult when response times are lengthy. And, the software does not allow them to transfer data from district programs into BCeSIS. If BCeSIS must be used, only a minimum of information on students should be required and the full real costs of implementation and operation should be assumed by the province.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media jthornthwaite last tweet "MLA @douglas_horne thanking @colemancountry for his work w/ housing for BC @LindaReimerMLA @bcliberals http://t.co/zR6bdVGcRI" @jthornthwaite - 02:03am Follow @jthornthwaite BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13664,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 1997 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 10, Number 1, September 1997 An Interview with BCTF President Kit Krieger What is your assessment of the state of public education in British Columbia? B.C. public schools are doing very well by almost any measure, including standardized tests, graduation rates, inclusion of students with special needs, and public confidence. People tend to judge public institutions severely; yet public schools are held in higher regard than almost any other public institution. That parent confidence in public education is higher than that of the general public indicates that the closer you get to schools, the better they look! What is the basis for your sense of optimism? In the BCTF’s most recent public-opinion poll, we asked British Columbians to identify the most positive aspects of B.C. schools. Most people said the excellent quality of our teaching staff is our greatest strength. People also gave high ratings to the accessibility of schools, the extensive choices for students, the array of extra-curricular programs, and the acceptance of cultural diversity of the student population. It’s good to hear that teachers are appreciated. How did the rest of the public-education system fare? Nearly two-thirds of poll respondents believe our schools are inadequately funded. This is up substantially from previous polls. Per-pupil funding is down, in real dollars, by more than $400 per student since 1991. The public, and particularly parents, see the impact of underfunding in higher class size, less support for mainstreamed students, overcrowded facilities, and reduced services in non-enrolling areas such as libraries and counselling. Government, of course, claims that it has protected education and health care, and insists that it spends more per student than any other province. How do you respond to this assertion? The share of the provincial Gross Domestic Product (GDP) going to education and other public services is in decline. The funding allocated to education and other public services should be measured against the needs of children and our expectations for our schools, not against the spending commitments of Ralph Klein, in Alberta, or Mike Harris, in Ontario. Funding has remained relatively static in the face of full integration of students with special needs, wholesale curriculum change, enrolment increases, growing numbers of impoverished families, and technological change. Let’s talk more about technology. Do you have concerns regarding technological change? The ministry, school districts, and parents are pouring millions of dollars into new technologies and software. Some believe that access to technology and the information highway is the key to preparing children for the future. But we have seen little evidence that these technologies actually improve student learning. We are concerned about any application of new technology that denies the essential social experience in learning. I’m very concerned that we are losing teacher-librarians at the same time we are integrating new information technologies into schools at unprecedented rates. B.C. teachers are at the bargaining table this fall. What are your expectations for this round of negotiations? Teachers have learned that good collective agreements offer the best, and often the only, protection for working and learning conditions. Provincial bargaining has presented a challenge for the BCTF. We have always been successful in eliciting membership support for negotiations at the local level; we need to encourage the same level of membership support and awareness for the provincial table. We will rely greatly upon local leaders to build that support. This will be a difficult round of negotiations. You have mentioned underfunding, technology, and bargaining as major challenges in the upcoming year ahead. What other issues are on the BCTF agenda in the year ahead? We are examining the delivery of our social-justice programs in an effort to expand their range and improve their effectiveness. We will also seek to establish greater teacher responsibility for and control over education change. We have proposed that government establish teacher centres that would be local centres for promoting education change and improved professional practice. Other priorities include an early-retirement incentive program for members and improving relations with government and partner groups. Some people argue that unions have outlived their usefulness, that they serve narrow and particular interests, and that they are obstacles to change. How do you respond to these assertions? In my teaching career, our union has been at the forefront of improving schools and advocating for children. I know of no means other than the BCTF and its locals by which teachers can effectively influence the shape of the public-school system. Our proposals to government and at the bargaining table are based on our commitment to improving the education system and the profession. The BCTF leadership in professional development and its commitment to social justice, evidenced recently by its courageous stand on combatting homophobia, reveal our union to be dynamic and relevant. In a more general context, Canadian unions are among the few remaining voices in support of universally accessible, well-funded public institutions. In other words, we still have an important role to play in this society. – Peter Owens Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=24451,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 3, November/December 2011   Classified advertising  Travel/Vacation WHISTLER CABIN–PINECREST 5 bdrm/ loft, totally renovated with 4 baths, sauna, woodstove, large decks, fully equipped kitchen. By tennis courts and private lake. Seasonal rates from $275/nt. 604-936-3346, e-mail: glush49@gmail.com   WHISTLER Condo. Sleeps 4, views, close to village, 604-943-9423, preddyplace@telus.net. FRANCE. Ultimate vacations, privately owned, beautiful furn. 1 bdrm. central Paris. Wkly/mthly. 604-738-1876, 604-879-4936, irene.roland@gmail.com, www.ultimateparis.com  MAUI HAWAII, Great S. Kihei location, 1 bdrm. with ocean view, across the street from great beaches. For more information 209-599-5248 or www.maui342.com  KIHEI, MAUI, Privately owned, beautiful fully furn. 2 bdrm, 2 bath condo, across from Kamaole Beaches. Great complex, Great location. 250-598-6955. PUERTO VALLARTA Bright, clean, quiet, 1 bdrm, 2 blks from beach, downtown, $350/wk., mnthly rates. 604-608-4268, dbemc@hotmail.com  GULF ISLANDS Deluxe waterfront cottage, 1 bd./sleeps 4, winter and summer rates, call Alma 250-629-3008, www.ainsliepointcottage.com  SOUTH OF FRANCE villa in lively, lovely market town of Limoux. 4 bdrms. Sleeps 8. 2 bathrooms. All mod cons. Near lake and river swimming and historic Carcassonne. Great rates. Deep discounts for long-term, off-season. www.southoffrancerental.com  QUADRA ISLAND private cabin for 2. Panoramic ocean, mountain view, soaker tub, www.lunavista.ca   WATERFRONT CONDO Birch Bay, WA. 2 bdrm, 2 bath, for week or weekend rentals. Complex has indoor pool, hot tub, games room. $150/night or $900/wk (plus $50 cln. fee), birchbayrentals.com or call Teresa@ 604-831-4080. WHISTLER. Townhouse, sleeps 6, fully equip. 604-925-7669 or Gary 604-669-7212. WINTER STORM WATCH. Sunshine Coast oceanfront home, spectacular SW Georgia Straight Views from every room. Enjoy a winter weekend getaway curled by the woodburning fire watching the weather. 3 bdrm, 2 bath, private & peaceful, walk to beaches, Gibson’s funky shops, restaurants. $200/night, longer stays rates negotiable. Xmas avail. janeski@telus.net, 604-921-7122. LA MANZANILLA, MEXICO. Beautiful, new, luxurious home in quiet cul-de-sac. 4 bdrm, 3½ bath, pool, fully furnished. 12-min. walk to village and playa. 250-537-6984, casalamanz@shaw.ca, www.lamanzanillarental.com  PUERTO VALLARTA. 1 bdrm. with kitchenette: $300/wk. or $600/mo. in a new ocean-view private home in gated community. 7 min. to beach, 15 min. to airport. http://mexicohome.weebly.com for details. Your best bet. GRAND TOUR. Join us on The Grand Tour in July 2012. See Europe like you’ve never seen it before. www.onelifetours.ca for details. PALM SPRINGS. 2 bdrm., 2 bath townhome. Newly renovated private spa. 604-574-1904, ldevitt@roadrunner.com  PALM SPRINGS. Gorgeous 2 bdrm., 2 bath townhouse, $800/wk, 2 wk. minimum, or $ 2700/mo. Great location, many amenities, large pool and tennis courts. Available March 8th. billchelsom@shaw.ca  GULF ISLANDS. Lovely cabin, low-bank waterfront, 2bd.+/sleeps 4+, available fall, winter, spring including Xmas/Spring break. No smoking, no pets. 250-592-7263, wombats@shaw.ca  TRANQUIL SEASIDE retreat. Quadra Island. Full facilities and Internet. Serene mountain and oceanview. www.otterhouse.ca  Rent/Exchange VANCOUVER Clean, bright, quiet, centrally located condos at Robson & Bute. 1 bdrm. $95. Daily/wkly/ mthly rates. 604-608-4268, dbemc@hotmail.com  GABRIOLA ISLAND. Experience beautiful Gabriola Island, gorgeous waterfront home available, Dec. 20 to March 8, reasonable rent. billchelsom@shaw.ca  KAMLOOPS. 2 bd. suite in 55+ RiverBend Seniors Community, $2,100/mo., Spacious. Welcoming. Wheelchair friendly. Avail. immediately. catherine_steele@hotmail.com, 604-408-1023 (Vancouver). VANCOUVER. Newly refurbished & furnished studio apt in West End, 2 blocks from Stanley Park & English Bay. $450/wk. jkathleen@shaw.ca  SUBLET KITSILANO. 1 bdrm. furnished view apartment, January–April, $1,200 all inclusive. 604-731-4798. CHILLIWACK EXCHANGE. Want to try life in the Fraser Valley? Let’s exchange your Greater Vancouver house/townhouse for our beautiful, private, 4 bdrm. Fairfield Island home for 6–12 months. Grow your own veggies!! Hiking, paddling minutes from your door. Vicgladish@shaw.ca  OCEAN VIEW HOUSE on 1 acre garden property, Vancouver Island. $1000/mo. plus utilities. Includes fridge, stove, washer, dryer. South of Ladysmith in Saltair. 2 bdrm. References, credit check & lease required. Beaches nearby. mcleangrocery@telus.net   OCEAN PARK, S.Surrey. 1 bdrm. suite for rent in residential area. Utilities incl. Contact 604-535-9315. Avail. January or February 2012. Miscellaneous RETIRING SOON? Join the B.C. Retired Teachers’ Association with 50 branches around the province. Services to members: Preservation of school heritage, guarding members interests, promoting members welfare. For more information, go to www.bcrta.ca or call 604-871-2260, 1-877-683-2243. TEACHING POSITIONS IN INTERNATIONAL SCHOOLS through the 24th annual Teachers’ Overseas Recruiting Fair at Queen’s University, January 27–29, 2012. Hundreds of K–12 positions in dozens of countries. Most contracts for 2 years. Pre-registration required. http://educ.queensu.ca/careers  PENSION QUESTIONS? Ask Arnie – now retired and available for expert, personal, one-to-one consultation including pension estimates, options, bridge, CPP/OAS, and pension splitting. Reasonable rates. Call Arnie Lambert at 604-354-5624 or e-mail arnielambert@shaw.ca  FRENCH FIELD TRIPS. Contact Sandy, Burns Bog Conservation Society, 604-572-0373. FIELD TRIPS. K–12 curriculum based. Burns Bog Conservation Society, 604-572-0373. FOR PEAT’S SAKE. A classroom study on Burns Bog and other peatlands. K–7 curriculum based. 206 pages, $59.95 plus HST. Special rate for multiple copies. Burns Bog Conservation Society, 604-572-0373. SCHOOL TATOOS 1,000 tattoos with your school’s logo $149. Visit www.schooltattoos.ca, E-mail info@schooltattoos.ca or call 613-567-2636. TILING & PAINTING. Want to get the job done right? Call Vito. Glass and slate specialist. Indoor, outdoor painting. Serving the Vancouver area since 1996. www.tile-rific.ca or call 604-831-4013. HOCKEY/FITNESS INSTRUCTORS needed for Hockey Schools next summer. Interested, contact llemire@telus.net  FOR SALE. Recreation paradise. Park-like acreage. New home: 4 bdrms, 2 full baths. Main floor 1100 sq.ft. Second floor 800 sq.ft. Walk-out basement: serviced mortgage helper suite. Three bay storage shed. Two car garage. Near schools. Minutes to lakes, hiking, golf; snowmobiling and cross-country skiing. See www.shuswaptourism.ca. 75 minutes to Kelowna International Airport. Built to perfection by a custom home builder. Priced under appraised: $449,000. MLS listing #100713203. Call Wendy and Gary at 250-833-4312. LORD BYNG VANCOUVER Class of 1967, 45th Reunion, June 2, 2012. For info contact Marty at pinaud@shaw.ca or Judy at jdycharles@gmail.com AHA MOMENTS RETREAT. Whistler. Push the reset button with a weekend retreat at Whistler Dec 16-18. Hang out with a life coach and a counsellor at our cozy Whistler retreat. Focus on what you want to change, and take the first steps as we chat about today’s top personal growth thinkers, at least one of which will lead you to an Aha Moment that will change your life. $600 for Friday to Sunday, includes accommodation and gourmet meals. For more info, email ahamomentsretreat@gmail.com  What YOU need to know. A book about Living and Dying in BC.including BC Gov 09/2011 changes. A clear guide for health issues, financial concerns, wills, funerals, and more. Only $15 + $2 postage. Order from wrightpublishing@eastlink.ca or download at www.deathwillsandestates.ca  TEACHER EXCHANGE. St. John, NB, teacher and her husband would like an exchange to BC. Teach at the exemplar school for alternative education in NB working with at-risk students. If you are interested, contact Carol Wilkins at cwilk@ceef.ca. Classified ads should be sent to Kathleen Smith at ksmith@bctf.ca prior to the deadline. Payment can be made with a cheque made payable to the BCTF and sent marked to Kathleen's attention or call with a credit card number.   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=21792,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 23, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 2010   Living safely with electromagnetic radiation  By Jim Waugh   Electromagnetic radiation (EMR) from cellphones, cellphone antennas, Wi-Fi, and other sources has saturated much of our living environment. As our awareness of its effects increases, the question becomes, what can we do to protect our health? Fortunately, there’s a great deal that can be done. The government, by its refusal to acknowledge the potential dangers of untested wireless technologies, has shifted the responsibility of protection to you. Despite having accountability for national health, Health Canada continues to insist that exposure to low-level radio-frequency energy, such as from Wi-Fi equipment, is not dangerous to the public and the equipment is required to meet the safety guidelines of Safety Code 6. In doing so, Health Canada ignores the Royal Society of Canada Report of March 1999, which states Safety Code 6 is explicitly designed to protect from thermal exposures (causing body tissue to increase in temperature) and Wi-Fi, cellphones, cell and radio transmitters, and DECT cordless phones do not fall into this category because the radiation is non-thermal. Health Canada also ignores a large body of science that proves biological effects of EMR exposure occur at levels thousands of times lower than Safety Code 6 recommended guidelines. Why is our federal government so persistent in ignoring the facts? The evidence points to the money. The wireless telecommunications industry is generating revenues in the trillions of dollars annually world-wide and, as a result, our government is collecting millions in taxes, fees, and other revenues. Seemingly, taking care of this cash cow is much more important to the politicians and bureaucrats than protecting us from harm. The invisible fog  The invisible fog of man-made electromagnetic radiation we live in is formed by radiation in a couple of frequency ranges. Radio-frequency radiation enables our wireless technologies like cellphones, cordless phones, Wi-Fi, wireless baby monitors, and wireless security systems. Power-frequency radiation is emitted by appliances, electric tools, electronic equipment, and lighting fixtures in the home, and high-voltage electrical transmission and distribution lines on the landscape. A variety of frequencies are found in modern passenger vehicles particularly hybrids and cellphone use in the vehicle will add to the density of EMR. The frequencies contribute to the aggregate amount of radiation our bodies absorb on a daily basis. The more radiation the body is exposed to, the greater our risks of contracting symptoms and illnesses that have been attributed to EMR. A few of the symptoms include headaches, nausea, altered reflexes, flu-like symptoms, insomnia, tinnitus, skin rashes, allergies, behaviour difficulties, anxiety, and the worst one—feeling old. An estimated 3% to 5% of the population suffers with electromagnetic sensitivity, an allergy-like condition that can be severely debilitating when sufferers are exposed to electromagnetic frequencies. Exposure to EMR affects the immune system and nervous system of the body as well as its genome. A few of the many diseases attributed to EMR are chronic fatigue, chronic stress, multiple sclerosis, Alzheimer’s and Parkinson’s disease, brain tumours and cancer, childhood and adult leukemia, and lung, breast, and prostate cancer. The dangers around us   Many public places like shopping malls, office buildings, restaurants and coffee shops, and schools contain unhealthy levels of radiation. It comes from cellphones carried by the occupants, Wi-Fi, cordless phones, wireless security systems, fluorescent lighting, and exterior sources such as cellphone antennas and high-voltage transmission lines. Even outdoor areas like parks and beaches are becoming contaminated with radiation from cellphone antennas, Wi-Fi, and transmission lines. Hospitals and extended-care facilities contain a radiation fog similar to other public buildings exacerbated by emissions from electronic medical equipment. The EMR environment in casinos is very unhealthy in part because of the close proximity of the players to large numbers of gaming machines. Making your home safe  Considering the high radiation density in our outdoor and working environments, it becomes a matter of necessity that it be as low as possible in the home so that we may rest and recover from the radiation we absorb during the day. An electromagnetic home inspection performed by an experienced professional or as a consequential do-it-yourself project will alert you to unhealthy sources of EMR and highlight an appropriate course of action. Should you be planning to build a new home or do a major renovation, it would be prudent for you to learn about low-EMR design or seek the services of a knowledgeable professional. A well-conceived floor plan together with good electrical planning will yield a safe living environment. Reducing radiation levels in the home begins with eliminating unnecessary sources of wireless radiation. Discouraging cellphone use at home is very important. Cellphones emit harmful radiation that enables them to maintain constant contact with cell antennas. Equally important is to eliminate cordless phones and replace them with the corded variety. Substitute wired Internet connections for Wi-Fi. Refrain from using wireless baby monitors and consider replacing wireless security systems and other wireless technologies with wired systems. Remove fluorescent lighting fixtures and compact fluorescent lamps (CFLs) from the home and replace them with LED (light emitting diode) or incandescent bulbs or fixtures. Fluorescent lamps and CFLs are not healthy because they emit high levels of power-frequency radiation from their ballasts and CFLs radiate ultraviolet radiation from their lighting tubes that can burn the skin if there are no UV filters in place. They generate dirty electricity (high frequency energy) on the building wiring that causes harmful magnetic fields to be radiated and the tubes contain mercury, a toxic heavy metal. Electric radiant floor heating should be used to warm a floor only when the room is not occupied. Hot water radiant heating is much safer. Safety in the bedroom  Bedrooms are rooms where we spend a third of our time resting and healing and special attention should be paid to them. Make sure the head of the bed is not located on a wall common with an electrical panel or service drop, computer, television, or other source of EMR. If so, move the bed or the source. Move electric clocks, radios, cellphone chargers, extension cords, power converters, and anything else that uses electrical power during the night one to two metres from the bed. Unplug computers and televisions from the wall at night. Ensure the bed is a metre or more from an electric baseboard heater. Never use an electric blanket or heating pad and turn off the waterbed heater before climbing into bed. If you’re in the market for a new bed, buy one made of natural materials without steel springs or metal bed frame. Should you be sensitive to radio-frequency radiation coming through a wall from a cellphone antenna or a neighbour’s Wi-Fi or cordless phone, consider blocking the radiation with aluminum foil applied directly to the wall or on large hanging panels suitably decorated. Your decorating skills will definitely be an asset. The window can be covered with fabric made with silver- or tin-plated copper fibre. An alternative is a canopy covering the bed made with plated copper fibre material. You may consider similar shielding techniques in the living room. If you suffer from sleep disturbances, try turning off the switch at the electrical panel for the bedroom circuit during the night making sure there are no appliances, health monitors, or devices that require a 24/7 power supply. If your sleep improves in a few days, consider installing a demand switch on the bedroom circuit. Kitchens are important too  Kitchens have the largest number of EMR sources in the home. Every appliance, large or small that uses an electric motor, heating element, or electronic control will emit unhealthy levels of radiation. For this reason, beds, reading chairs, or couches should not be located on walls common with major appliances. Be cognizant of EMR emissions from electric stoves, ovens, and microwave ovens, and maintain a distance of a metre or more when your immediate attention to the food is not required, particularly if you’re pregnant. Biological experiment  We are in the midst of a huge biological experiment and our children are most vulnerable to potential harm. Their undeveloped bodies, precise electrical systems operating at 7.8 Hz, are being continually harassed by frequencies measured in billions of hertz. The biological changes that are occurring may only become evident in 10, 20, or 30 years. Until the government takes action to establish and enforce biologically based safe exposure guidelines for radio- and power-frequency electromagnetic radiation, we must protect the children and ourselves. It is incumbent on us to educate ourselves and speak out against the mindless proliferation of wireless technologies until they are proven safe.   Jim Waugh, North Vancouver, assists clients in reducing their EMR exposure. Living Safely with Electromagnetic Radiation: A Complete Guide for Protecting Your Health is a wealth of valuable information. Visit www.EMFSafeHome.com or JimWaugh@EMFSafeHome.com.   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=24849,BCTF News Releases  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources   For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development News Release Archives 2014  2013  2012    2011 2010  2009  2008 2007  2006  Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2012 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  January 11, 2012 Teachers renew call for child poverty reduction plan in 2012   Now that the holiday season of giving is over, BC children and families living in poverty once again find themselves in deplorable situations as they struggle to take care of their basic necessities.   “Now more than ever we need to address child poverty in BC,” said BCTF President Susan Lambert. “Sadly, BC continues to lag behind others as one of the last provinces to act. BC has had the highest child poverty rate in Canada for eight years in a row. It is a truly alarming situation with poverty rates for Aboriginal families and recent immigrants ranging from 36 to 49%. The time for action is now!”  Classroom teachers are front-line witnesses to the devastating impact of poverty on children in their communities. Amy Dash, a Home Economics teacher at Lakes District Secondary in Burns Lake, notes that after the holiday season’s charitable efforts are over, bare cupboards are once again the shocking reality in many children’s homes.  “Campaigns like The Empty Stocking Fund, Adopt-a-School, and food bank donations—while well-intentioned—are band-aid measures that just mask the symptoms of child poverty. On their own, they cannot eliminate it. Children living in poverty need systemic transformational programs, not seasonal charity,” Dash said.  “Each semester my Foods and Nutrition classes have high enrolment numbers as the students know they will get to cook and eat at least twice a week.  For some, it may be the only nutritious meal they have that day,” Dash added.  Sue Spalding, an English teacher at Skeena Junior Secondary School in Terrace, says that in the northern parts of the province, Aboriginal students and others are disproportionately affected by poverty. “As an Aboriginal teacher, I find this extremely discouraging,” Spalding said. “When will politicians of all parties take concrete action? How much longer will families in our communities have to wait?” Dash and Spalding are both members of the BCTF’s Antipoverty Action Group. Working with other educators they have just produced a new poster for schools titled Kids can’t wait for solutions to child poverty. It includes information and resources for teachers on how to advocate for children living in poverty. A key component is the continued call upon the BC government to implement a poverty reduction plan with comprehensive targets and timelines.   This call is echoed in Better Schools for BC, the teachers’plan which envisions adequately funded programs in schools where child poverty is significantly reduced or eliminated. Most provinces and territories are making progress in addressing child poverty with comprehensive poverty reduction plans.   Click here to see the new antipoverty poster, and here to read Better Schools for BC.    -  30  - For more information, contact Nancy Knickerbocker, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell). Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Foster parents are ordinary people engaged in extraordinary acts of kindness. Join the team! http://t.co/6jUkcsOp6V" @Teresa_Wat - 04:31pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7846,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, No. 2, October 2004 Ten new BCTF lesson aids 1 LA 2032 A Teaching Unit on Peace and Conflict produced by Victoria International Development Education Association, 19 p. ©2003.This resource book is part of VIDEA’s Global Learner Series. Other available units in this series from BCTF are: LA 1072-A Teaching Unit on Consumerism and Media Literacy; LA 1073—A Teaching Unit on Music and Society; LA 2031-A Teaching Unit on Global Warming; LA 2033—A Teaching Unit on the Coffee Trade. This unit includes four lesson plans about the nature of peace and conflict. Students also read a case study about religious conflict in India, and learn how peace can be maintained during times of strife, then students investigate the causes and solutions to youth violence. Also included are overheads, handouts and worksheets, and four recent news articles on the Kyoto Protocol. Suitable for use in CAPP 10 and Social Studies 10 and 11. $8.95 2 LA 3228 Exploring Aboriginal Culture: Learning Through the Arts produced by FORED BC, 333 p. ©2004. Iincludes six lesson plans and resources: Legends of Our Time-Seven Legends by George Blondin; Masks; Bringing a Legend to Life and Historical Highlights; What Our Elders Say; Fishing. Also included: basic guide to First Nations names, map of First Nations of Canada, recommended book and web site guide, aboriginal perspectives video resources, "When Teaching about Aboriginal Peoples," an historical look at Canada and B.C.’s relationship with First Nations, guest speaker information, "Claire and Her Grandfather," learning circle classroom activities on First Nations in Canada, It’s a Pow-Wow game sheet, aboriginal book list for children, and six information booklets. Grades 4–7 $39 3 LA 9771 Rhythm for Kids: A Samba Unit for Teachers by Eric Hartman, 55 p. and audio CD, ©2002. Bring the excitement of Afro-Brazilian percussion into your classroom! "Rhythm for Kids: A Samba Unit for Teachers" provides teachers with all that is needed to teach this powerful music to intermediate, middle, and high school students. The book includes instrument techniques, music notation, classroom management tips and photos. The accompanying CD has audio tracks of each rhythm pattern, as well as recordings of different combinations and a complete arrangement. Suitable for generalists and music specialists. Grades 4+ $34.95 4 LA ESL220 Around the World with Proverbs, Metaphors, and Storytelling: An Interactive Workbook for ESL Students by Vivian Chu, 70 p. ©2004. This student resource complements the teachers’ resource book Teaching Global Unity Through Proverbs, Metaphors, and Storytelling, BCTF lesson aid ESL 219.This resource package consists of a student workbook and a CD ROM that includes sound files for listening and dictation practice and language activities on global issues of peace, war, freedom, justice/ injustice, social responsibility, poverty, oppression, racism and hope, and the universal themes of love, wisdom, beauty, truth, good and evil, time, money, persistence, power, caution, death, heaven and angels. The vision that inspired this book is the awareness that language learners can engage in intercultural communication and gain global understanding while acquiring linguistic skills. Students can also acquire reflective and critical thinking skills, and contribute to the peace process as they become active global citizens. Grades 4+ $24.95 5 LA F8511 J’observe les escargots, les araignées et autres bestioles, Brillon, Gilles. Éditions Michel Quintin, 80 p., ©1992.Ce guide pratique d’activités est une aide à la découverte et à l’observation d’invertébrés assez courants, mais pourtant mal connus : vers de terre, limaces, escargots, araignées, myriapodes et cloportes.Une carte d’identité de l’animal, quelques détails sur leur biologie et modalités particulières de capture et d’élevage sont complétés par des expériences à réaliser et qui font découvrir un des aspects de son comportement.2e–4e année $15.95 6 LA 4014 Appropriate Technology for a Sustainable Future: Step 1 by John Eckfeldt, 50 p. ©2003.This teacher’s guide provides an in-depth look at Appropriate Technology (AT) and in particular cooking energy. It is divided into three main chapters. The first is an introduction to AT and in this chapter many different kinds are explored and the criteria for AT are discussed. In the second chapter, the problem of cooking energy is explored. Complications with current methods and AT solutions are investigated. Students are instructed on how to build a simple solar cooker or a retained-heat cooker. The third chapter looks at solar cooking specifically and students are given the opportunity to build more sophisticated solar cookers and to explore the global applications of solar cookers. This is a lengthy teaching unit, as the whole package can take between 16 and 25 classes to complete. However, each chapter can stand alone and the teaching material can be adapted to the class and time frame. Included in the teaching guide are many extra recommended resources. The British Columbia Learning Outcomes targeted are: Technology Education 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, and Science and Technology 11. This guide can be accessed in its entirety online through the VIDEA web site: www.videa.ca. Grades 8–12 $11.95 7 LAEE211 Land of the Spirit Bear by D. Simon Jackson, Spirit Bear Youth Coalition, 41 p., 12-minute VHS videocassette and colour poster, ©2003. This package includes a 12-minute video, 23-page teacher’s guide and an 18-page student’s guide. The video overviews the habitat and environment of the white Kermode or spirit bear of British Columbia. For almost seven years, the Spirit Bear Youth Coalition has been campaigning to protect a 249,000 hectare Wilderness Conservancy, originally proposed by the Valhalla Wilderness Society, the last place the bears can call home. The teacher’s guide includes four sections with information on the Spirit Bear Youth Coalition Education initiative--the Youth Action Model, Engaging Youth, the Plight of the Spirit Bear and Taking the Next Step. The student’s guide includes three sections with information on Starting a Chapter of the Spirit Bear Youth Coalition, and two resource tools relating to the Youth Action Model and the Plight of the Spirit Bear. Grades 4+ $25.95 8 LA8577 Take It to Your Seat Science Centers, Grades 1–2 produced by Evan-Moor Educational Publishers, 192 p. ©2004. This resource includes 14 self-contained centers for science and literacy skills, are easy to make with step-by-step directions and include full-colour covers and task cards. Topics include life cycles, space, plants, animals, energy, weather and the human body. Note that the book is produced in the USA and may contain some US references. $22.95 9 LA9977 Rethinking Our Classrooms: Volumes 1 and 2 produced by Rethinking Schools, 240 p. ©2001.This two-volume book package includes articles about teaching, as well as curriculum ideas, lesson plans, and resources, all grounded in the realities of the classroom. The books are invaluable tools for educators who are striving to promote social justice and high-quality student learning. The books are frequently used in Curriculum and Instruction, Human Relations, Multicultural Education, Language and Literacy, Educational Psychology, Social and Psychological Conditions of Learning, and Creating Learning Environments courses. Suitable for Kindergarten through college. Note that the books are published in the USA and contain some US-based references. Grades K–12 $22.95 10 LA2398 Seeing Red: An Anger Management and Peacemaking Curriculum for Kids by Jennifer Simmonds, 82 p. ©2004. Designed to help elementary and middle-school aged students better understand their anger so they can make healthy and successful choices and build strong relationships. Overall it aims for participants to realize that they can control their behavior and develop practical skills and strategies to manage their feelings which, in turn, will increase their self-esteem. These objectives are achieved through role playing common situations, identifying associated feelings, doing problem solving, recognizing negative behaviors, and anticipating consequences. Each session includes objectives for that particular lesson, a list of supplies needed for its activities, a description of tasks to do before the lesson, background notes to the leader, a warm-up activity at the start, an explanation of the various learning activities, and a closing activity. Grades K–8 $23.95 Many curriculum resources and information are available at www.bcalmer.ca/ To order any of the above lesson aids, enclose a cheque payable to the BCTF or authorized purchase order to BCTF Lesson Aids Service 100-550 West 6th Ave., Vancouver, BC V5Z 4P2 or telephone 604-871-2180 or toll free 1-800-663-0163, Local 2180, with a Visa or Mastercard. GST and postage/ handling are included in the prices. Orders are sent by return mail. Lesson Aids office and display room hours: 9:00–5:00 Mon. to Fri. from Sept. to June; 9:00 to 5:00 Tues. to Fri. during July and Aug.; 9:00–12:00 on Sat. during Sept., Oct., Jan., and Feb. bctf.ca/LessonAids Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=30158,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2013 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 25, Number 7, May/June 2013   A tale of two books  By Robert Christofle   When Robert Joseph Greene set out to write a realistic Canadian view of gay teenage boys in high school, he wasn’t prepared to face a review panel of teachers, parents, and librarians. His young adult novel, This High School Has Closets, is a story about two teenage boys who meet, fall in love during a tumultuous time in Canadian gay history. In 2002, gay marriage was not recognized countrywide. Canadian gay activist Marc Hall sued the Durham School Board in order to be able to take his boyfriend to the prom. In his story, Greene set out to portray the struggles of his two gay characters as realistically as possible. A lot of educators grapple with how much reality about gay and lesbian youth issues is allowable before they incur the backlash of administrators, school boards, communities, and parents. Icon Empire Press wanted the book to be eligible for “young adult book” status, which was a stretch, because the book included profanity, teenage drinking, and a detailed description of the main character’s first gay sexual experience. So, Icon Empire Press put together a volunteer panel of parents, librarians, and school teachers to review and sanction the books portrayal of gay youth and their very real struggles and issues. Another challenge This High School Has Closets faced in order to qualify for the school-approved reading list was that in some instances it included topics that would be deemed too controversial to support a “classroom discussion.” The threshold for HS is higher. As school boards adopt policies that are more LGBT inclusive, teachers have more freedom to address the issues dealing with human sexuality, profanity, and teenage drinking in class. For example, when Icon Empire Press put together an in-house volunteer panel of teachers, librarians, and parents, there were very minimal recommended changes in the sections of the novel containing profanity and sections that addressed teenage drinking. The original story had 10 words of profanity that was reduced to 3 words. Surprisingly, teenage drinking was not an issue. It was discussed and Greene made a very poignant observation—the drinking situation was used as a “moment of clarity” for the protagonist Marc Thomas where his boyfriend’s excessive drinking resulted in Thomas’s diminished view of his partner. So, the drinking episode was decided by the review panel to be acceptable. Where the panelists struggled with censorship was the explicit sexual detail about the first sexual gay experience between the two main characters. No high school book, with the exception of human sexuality material, would give such details even for heterosexuals. So, a change was needed and compromise proved to be difficult. The politics of teaching is a constant struggle to help teens deal with life issues without morally offending any majority. Because of this, teachers are sometimes forced to present what is practical instead of what is realistic. Most private schools and all but one public school board in British Columbia rely on the Educational Resource Acquisition Consortium (ERAC) to evaluate books for classroom reading. ERAC is a co-operative member-based organization working in partnership with participating BC public school districts and independent schools. ERAC’s goal is to support quality educational resources for all its member schools. ERAC provides a range of services to its members, but most importantly provides an evaluation, licensing and acquisition program consisting of print, software, and digital learning resources to its member schools. However, there are other resources available to teachers too. “Some school districts have their own internal review panel in which panelists are trained based upon specific key review objectives,” says Julie Rousseau, Director of Curriculum for the Abbotsford School District. “Teachers have autonomy in the classroom but provisions are in place to help teachers deal with these decisions.” Author Robert Joseph Greene has presented before all schools two books about human sexuality development that are similar in structure and storyline. However, though This High School Has Closets takes a more direct approach to what teens face and is a watered down version, which is now published, it is still deemed controversial. This High School Has Closets had an entire chapter detailing the main character’s first sexual experience, but it was removed and replaced by a simple sentence with the words “mutual masturbation.” The replacement sentence was so difficult to cope with that at one point the author promised a more “neutral” book if they allowed the compromised sentence to revert to its original form. “In the 1950s and early 1960s, a lot of innuendo was used in movies to suggest this person was gay in a story,” says Greene. “I don’t want us to fall back into this standard.” Greene was happy to appease the more conservative panelist with his new book to meet their needs. “I did learn what teachers struggle with on a day-to-day basis,” says Greene. In keeping with his promise, Greene wrote the book Would You Mind?   Would You Mind? is void of profanity and any sexual detail, but is still entertaining and informative to young adults. Author Robert Greene felt that Would You Mind? would appeal to a schools’ need for neutrality in sexuality without compromising the essence of the story. However, the greater question lies within the objectives of teachers. Teachers are given a certain amount of autonomy in their classrooms. In many cases, they need materials specific to a particular project or program that are also unique to their coursework or curriculum. As we know, teachers are trained to evaluate certain materials independently. “Most teachers have full autonomy in deciding what they can bring into the classroom,” says Alan Stel, principal at Penticton Secondary School, “but they also know to consult with either departmental peers or their principal.” But again, this challenges many teachers to make internal assessments of their own “comfort” zones when it comes to controversial topics. Some schools have clear guidelines when addressing controversial topics like gender issues, LGBT issues and teen pregnancy/abortion. It is here that we see clearly the issue of reality versus neutrality. “Teachers must weigh the literary merit versus value to the student from a pedagogical point of view,” says Stel. This brings us back to the choice in presenting materials. Internal school evaluation programs tend to be more conservatively skewed; whereas external materials portray a more direct view on most subject matters. Does the teacher feel that it is important to portray a realistic storyline to bring about a greater understanding of human development? Or, is it better to be more neutral and trust a student to formulate their own opinions? Herein lies the choice in a tale of two books.  Robert Christofle, Icon Empire Press    Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11022,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2002 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 14, Number 7, May/June 2002 Girls’ day conference by Joanne Dueck Peer pressure. Family pressure. Media images. Societal expectations. Addressing these difficult pressures and messages, a local organization, the Dawson Creek Girls’ Day Committee, recently hosted its third annual Girls’ Day Conference. On April 20, 2002, at the local public health unit, 16 Grade 5 girls, five Grade 12 mentors, and a few interested community women celebrated the unique and special qualities of each participant. The theme came from the book Girls Who Rocked the World by Amelie Welden (ISBN: 1-885223-68). The older girls planned and taught games, helped with activities, and shared experiences with the younger participants. According to the younger girls, the day was a hit. The local Rotary Club provided funds for snacks and lunch and supplies. Sharon Smith, of Rainbow Studios, took a portrait photograph of each girl, and Audrey Nelson, of Picture It!, donated an art poster entitled "Believe" for a draw. Each girl entered a draw by writing on a slip of paper how she would "rock the world" one day. Thoughts included: I would like to help people by helping them solve problems. I want to rock the world by helping to feed people who are starving. I would like to rock the world by becoming a candy striper and volunteering some time. Then, I’d like to become a nurse. I would like to care for sick animals. I’d like to become a veterinarian’s assistant. I would like to ride a dolphin! I want to be an astronaut. I am going to become a teacher. I’m going to be the best mom I can be! I’d like to study law and become a famous lawyer. I’m going to become a police officer. I’d like to help people by becoming a physiotherapist and help whoever I can. Being a doctor, then I could help people. I’d like to sing. I’d like to travel the world and gain a better understanding of other cultures. I’m going to become an anthropologist and discover new and great things about the lives of people from past civilizations. I’d like to rock the world by just being me! The aim of the conference was to help girls feel good about themselves. We talked about ways to deflect negative feelings away from bodies, looks, or weight. After each presentation, the girls talked about what they’d heard or seen or done in small groups. Rapport developed in the small groups. By the end of the day, girls were exchanging cards and sincere compliments. It was heartwarming to see girls from different schools connecting in this way. The input of the older mentor students was invaluable. Those girls have already begun to Rock the World! The theme grew from drama presentations highlighting the lives of women who succeeded despite adversity—Anne Frank, Joan of Arc, Indira Ghandi, and Mother Teresa. We also explored the nature of female body image over the centuries of human civilization as shown in art work, carvings, photographs, and advertisements. We talked about today’s magazine and TV images and thought about what that means for young girls. Seeing girls come in as strangers, get to know one another, and by the end of the day give such valuable and genuine comments and compliments to one another is thrilling. Joanne Dueck teaches at Parkhill Elementary School, Dawson Creek. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13070,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 1998 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 11, Number 1, September 1998 Yours for the asking Kids’ Shop Smart This program is designed for Kindergarten to Grade 3 teachers looking for a resource and field trip that encourages healthy eating by putting fun into food. A team of dietitians, educators, parents, and primary students has developed the Kids’ Shop Smart Program to promote the benefits of making healthy food choices. The program consists of teaching guides, classroom activities, and grade-specific materials. The main portion of the program is an interactive supermarket tour facilitated by a registered dietitian at local Overwaitea and Save-on-Foods stores. In the supermarket, the students are led on a food hunt and enjoy a sampling of a variety of foods in the produce department. Each student receives a booklet with more fun food activities, recipes, and nutrition ideas to share with their parents. Kids’ Shop Smart is free to teachers and is designed to meet the learning outcomes of the Healthy Living and Career Exploration segment of the Personal Planning Curricula of the B.C. Ministry of Education. For information, or to book a Kids’ Shop Smart Tour, call 1-800-448-2118 or e-mail shopsmart@bc.sympatico.ca B.C. treaty process The negotiation of treaties with B.C. First Nations is prominent in the news. A 36-page booklet on the treaty process is available in class sets for any teacher who requests them. The booklet is called “Understanding the B.C. Treaty Process: An Opportunity for Dialogue.” It was produced by the First Nations Education Steering Committee, the BCTF, and the Tripartite Public Education Committee (federal and provincial governments and the First Nations Summit). Free copies of the booklet are available from Anne Field, Research Department, at the BCTF: (604) 871-2251, afield@bctf.ca, F: (604) 871-2294. Computers for schools Computers for Schools (CFS) is a nation-wide initiative dedicated to providing schools and libraries with usable, recycled computers at no cost. The majority of hardware is equipped with DOS operating systems, 386 and higher. The 386 is still a valuable learning tool. Donations are accepted from the private and public sectors, refurbished by B.C. Tel Pioneer volunteers and given to B.C. schools. Since 1994, 7,500 computers have been donated across B.C. In May 1998, CFS-BC was awarded the Ethics in Action award for its work on behalf of B.C.’s schools. For more information, or to request an application form, call Mary-Em Waddington, Science Council of B.C., (604) 438-2752 or 1-800-665-7222. A vehicle for learning The Sustainable Living Bus is a mobile education centre filled with interactive displays that demonstrate and promote environmental awareness and appropriate technology. The bus visits schools and communities throughout the province, offering a unique opportunity for experiential learning to students at every level. Learn how to shrink your ecological footprint. See how people in El Salvador are using appropriate technology to cope with the effects of an ecologically devastating civil war. Visit the Virtual Ecocentre Web site, and link to other organizations that provide sustainable living alternatives. Outside, solar panels and a wind generator provide renewable electricity for lights, a computer, and a water pump. Inside are elaborate displays on sustainable shelter, transportation, recreation, energy and water use, food security, and consumer choices. The walls are richly adorned with murals and photographs, and information panels accompany each station. Three knowledgeable guides are available to introduce and discuss sustainability, walk students through the bus, and propose courses of action so that change can be generated at home and in the community. Contact the GAIA Project for details and booking. Ask about the upcoming newsletter. E-mail: gaia@islandnet.com, Phone: (250) 384-1534 or Fax: (250) 384-4212. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/contacts.cfm?page=superintendents&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true,BCTF Contacts Home E-mail Lists Links A to Z Index Contact Us Help SITE SEARCH Quick Links BCTF formsBCTF NewsFrançaisLabour linksPensionsTeacher NewsmagazineTeaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Contact Us > Boards of Education Superintendents Boards of Education Superintendents in BC 201213 Ms. Lynn Hauptman Superintendent of Schools SD #5 (Southeast Kootenay) 940 Industrial Road, No. 1 Cranbrook, BC V1C 4C6 Phone: 250-417-2079 Fax: 250-417-2081 lynn.hauptman@sd5.bc.ca Mr. Paul Carriere Superintendent of Schools SD #6 (Rocky Mountain) Box 430 (620-4th Street) Invermere, BC V0A 1K0 Phone: 250-342-9243 Fax: 250-342-6966 paul.carriere@sd6.bc.ca Mr. Jeff Jones Superintendent of Schools SD #8 (Kootenay Lake) 570 Johnstone Road Nelson, BC V1L 6J2 Phone: 250-505-7046 Fax: 250-352-6686 jjones@sd8.bc.ca Ms. Terry Taylor Acting Superintendent of Schools SD #10 (Arrow Lakes) Box 340 Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0 Phone: 250-265-3638 Fax: 250-265-3701 terrytaylor@sd10.bc.ca Mr. Mike Hooker Superintendent of Schools SD #19 (Revelstoke) Bag 5800, 1121 Vernon Ave Revelstoke, BC V0E 2S0 Phone: 250-837-2101 Fax: 250-837-9335 mhooker@sd19.bc.ca Mr. Greg Luterbach Superintendent of Schools SD #20 (Kootenay-Columbia) 2001 Third Avenue Trail, BC V1R 1R6 Phone: 250-368-2224 Fax: 250-364-2470 gluterbach@sd20.bc.ca Mr. Joe Rogers Superintendent of Schools SD #22 (Vernon) 1401 - 15th Street Vernon, BC V1T 8S8 Phone: 250-549-9226 Fax: 250-549-9200 jrogers@sd22.bc.ca Mr. Hugh Gloster Superintendent of Schools SD #23 (Central Okanagan) 1940 Underhill Street Kelowna, BC V1X 5X7 Phone: 250-470-3256 Fax: 250-870-5056 Hugh.Gloster@sd23.bc.ca Mr. Mark Thiessen Superintendent of Schools SD #27 (Cariboo-Chilcotin) 350 Second Avenue North Williams Lake, BC V2G 1Z9 Phone: 250-398-3824 Fax: 250-392-3600 mark.thiessen@sd27.bc.ca Ms. Sue Ellen Miller Superintendent of Schools SD #28 (Quesnel) 401 North Star Rd Quesnel, BC V2J 5K2 Phone: 250-992-8802 Fax: 250-992-7652 sueellenmiller@sd28.bc.ca Ms. Evelyn Novak Superintendent of Schools SD #33 (Chilliwack) 8430 Cessna Drive Chilliwack, BC V2P 7K4 Phone: 604-792-1321 Fax: 604-792-9665 Evelyn_Novak@sd33.bc.ca Mr. Kevin Godden Superintendent of Schools SD #34 (Abbotsford) 2790 Tims Street Abbotsford, BC V2T 4M7 Phone: 604-859-4891 Fax: 604-852-5898 kevin_godden@sd34.bc.ca Ms. Suzanne Hoffman Acting Superintendent of Schools SD #35 (Langley) 4875 - 222nd Street Langley, BC V3A 3Z7 Phone: 604-534-7891 Fax: 604-532-1405 shoffman@sd35.bc.ca Dr. Jodan Tinney Superintendent of Schools SD #36 (Surrey) 14033 92nd Avenue Surrey, BC V3V 0B7 Phone: 604-595-6308 Fax: 604-595-6309 tinney_j@sd36.bc.ca Ms. Dianne Turner Superintendent of Schools SD #37 (Delta) 4585 Harvest Drive Delta, BC V4K 5B4 Phone: 604-952-5340 Fax: 604-952-5379 dturner@deltasd.bc.ca Ms. Moneca Pamer Superintendent of Schools SD #38 (Richmond) 7811 Granville Avenue Richmond, BC V6Y 3E3 Phone: 604-668-6000 Fax: 604-233-0150 mpamer@sd38.bc.ca Mr. Steve Cardwell Superintendent of Schools SD #39 (Vancouver) 1580 West Broadway Vancouver, BC V6J 5K8 Phone: 604-713-5100 Fax: 604-713-5412 scardwell@vsb.bc.ca Mr. John Gaiptman Superintendent of Schools SD #40 (New Westminster) 1001 Columbia St. New Westminster, BC V3M 1C4 Phone: 604-517-6328 Fax: 604-517-6319 gaiptman@sd40.bc.ca Mr. Kevin Kaardal Superintendent of Schools SD #41 (Burnaby) 5325 Kincaid Street Burnaby, BC V5G 1W2 Phone: 604-296-6900 Fax: 604-296-6910 kevin.kaardal@sd41.bc.ca Ms. Laurie Meston Superintendent of Schools SD #42 (Maple Ridge) 22225 Brown Avenue Maple Ridge, BC V2X 8N6 Phone: 604-463-4200 Fax: 604-463-0573 Laurie.Meston@sd42.ca Mr. Tom Grant Superintendent of Schools SD #43 (Coquitlam) 550 Poirier Street Coquitlam, BC V3J 6A7 Phone: 604-939-9201 Fax: 604-936-2932 tgrant@sd43.bc.ca Mr. John Lewis Superintendent of Schools SD #44 (North Vancouver) 721 Chesterfield Avenue North Vancouver, BC V7M 2M5 Phone: 604-903-3444 Fax: 604-903-3449 jlewis@nvsd44.bc.ca Mr. Chris Kennedy Superintendent of Schools SD #45 (West Vancouver) 1075 - 21st Street West Vancouver, BC V7V 4A9 Phone: 604-981-1031 Fax: 604-981-1001 ckennedy@sd45.bc.ca Mr. Patrick Bocking Superintendent of Schools SD #46 (Sunshine Coast) Box 220, 494 South Fletcher Road Gibsons, BC V0N 1V0 Phone: 604-886-8811 Fax: 604-886-4489 pbocking@sd46.bc.ca Mr. Jay Yule Superintendent of Schools SD #47 (Powell River) 4351 Ontario Avenue Powell River, BC V8A 1V3 Phone: 604-414-2600 Fax: 604-485-6435 jyule@sd47.bc.ca Ms. Lisa McCullough Superintendent of Schools SD #48 (Sea to Sky) Box 250 Squamish, BC V0N 3G0 Phone: 604-892-5228 Fax: 604-892-1038 lmccullough@sd48.bc.ca Ms. Norma Hart Superintendent of Schools SD #49 (Central Coast) Bag 130 Hagensborg, BC V0T 1H0 Phone: 250-982-2691 Fax: 250-982-2319 nhart@sd49.bc.ca Mr. Angus Wilson Superintendent of Schools SD #50 (Haida Gwaii) Box 69 Queen Charlotte City, BC V0T 1S0 Phone: 250-559-8471 Fax: 250-559-8849 awilson@sd50.bc.ca Mr. Kevin Argue Superintendent of Schools SD #51 (Boundary) Box 640 (1021 Central Avenue) Grand Forks, BC V0H 1H0 Phone: 250-442-8258 Fax: 250-442-7737 kevin.argue@sd51.bc.ca Ms. Sandra Jones Superintendent of Schools SD #52 (Prince Rupert) 634 - 6th Avenue East Prince Rupert, BC V8J 1X1 Phone: 250-624-6717 Fax: 250-627-0772 sjones@sd52.bc.ca Ms. Beverly Young Superintendent of Schools SD #53 (Okanagan Similkameen) Box 1770 (34061 - 101st Street) Oliver, BC V0H 1T0 Phone: 250-498-3481 Fax: 250-498-4070 byoung@sd53.bc.ca Mr. Chris van der Mark Superintendent of Schools SD #54 (Bulkley Valley) Box 758 Smithers, BC V0J 2N0 Phone: 250-877-6831 Fax: 250-877-6835 ch-vandermark@sd54.bc.ca Mr. Brian Pepper Superintendent of Schools SD #57 (Prince George) 2100 Ferry Avenue Prince George, BC V2L 4R5 Phone: 250-561-6800 Fax: 250-561-6801 bpepper@sd57.bc.ca Mr. Stephen McNiven Superintendent of Schools SD #58 (Nicola Similkameen) Box 4100, Stn Main Merritt, BC V1K 1B8 Phone: 250-378-5161 Fax: 250-378-6263 smcniven@sd58.bc.ca Ms. Kathy Sawchuk Superintendent of Schools SD #59 (Peace River South) 11600 7th Street Dawson Creek, BC V1G 4R8 Phone: 250-782-8571 Fax: 250-782-3204 kathy_sawchuk@mail.sd59.bc.ca Mr. Dave Sloan Superintendent of Schools SD #60 (Peace River North) 10112 - 105 Avenue Fort St. John, BC V1J 4S4 Phone: 250-262-6000 Fax: 250-262-6046 dsloan@prn.bc.ca Ms. Sherri Bell Superintendent of Schools SD #61 (Greater Victoria) 556 Boleskine Road Victoria, BC V8Z 1E8 Phone: 250-475-4162 Fax: 250-475-4112 sbell@sd61.bc.ca Mr. Jim Cambridge Superintendent of Schools SD #62 (Sooke) 3143 Jacklin Road Victoria, BC V9B 5R1 Phone: 250-474-9807 Fax: 250-474-9850 jcambridge@sd62.bc.ca Ms. Nancy MacDonald Superintendent of Schools SD #63 (Saanich) 2125 Keating Cross Road, PO Box 2000 Saanichton, BC V8M 2A5 Phone: 250-652-7332 Fax: 250-652-7360 nmacdonald@sd63.bc.ca Ms. Lisa Halstead Superintendent of Schools SD #64 (Gulf Islands) 112 Rainbow Road Salt Spring Island, BC V8K 2K3 Phone: 250-537-5548 Fax: 250-537-4200 lhalstead@sd64.bc.ca Ms. Wendy Hyer Superintendent of Schools SD #67 (Okanagan Skaha) 425 Jermyn Avenue Penticton, BC V2A 1Z4 Phone: 250-770-7713 Fax: 250-770-7732 whyer@summer.com Mr. Dave Hutchinson Superintendent of Schools SD #68 (Nanaimo) 395 Wakesiah Avenue Nanaimo, BC V9R 3K6 Phone: 250-754-5531 Fax: 250-741-5218 david.hutchinson@sd68.bc.ca Mr. Rollie Koop Superintendent of Schools SD #69 (Qualicum) Box 430 Parksville, BC V9P 2G5 Phone: 250-248-4241 Fax: 250-248-5767 rkoop@sd69.bc.ca Mr. Cam Pinkerton Superintendent of Schools SD #70 (Alberni) 4690 Roger Street Port Alberni, BC V9Y 3Z4 Phone: 250-720-2770 Fax: 250-723-0318 cpinkerton@sd70.bc.ca Ms. Sherry Elwood Superintendent of Schools SD #71 (Comox Valley) 607 Cumberland Road Courtenay, BC V9N 7G5 Phone: 250-334-5500 Fax: 250-334-5552 sherry.elwood@sd71.bc.ca Mr. Tom Longridge Superintendent of Schools SD #72 (Campbell River) 425 Pinecrest Road Campbell River, BC V9W 3P2 Phone: 250-830-2398 Fax: 250-287-2616 tom.longridge@sd72.bc.ca Dr. Terry Sullivan Superintendent of Schools SD #73 (Kamloops-Thompson) 1383 Ninth Avenue Kamloops, BC V2C 3X7 Phone: 250-374-0679 Fax: 250-372-1183 tsullivan@sd73.bc.ca Ms. Teresa Downs Superintendent of Schools SD #74 (Gold Trail) PO Bag 250 (400 Hollis Road) Ashcroft, BC V0K 1A0 Phone: 250-453-9101 Fax: 250-453-2425 tdowns@gw.sd74.bc.ca Mr. Bill Fletcher Superintendent of Schools SD #75 (Mission) 33046 Fourth Avenue Mission, BC V2V 1S5 Phone: 604-814-3701 Fax: 604-826-4640 bill.fletcher@mpsd.ca Dr. Karen Nelson Superintendent of Schools SD #78 (Fraser-Cascade) Bag 3200 (650 Kawkawa Lake Road) Hope, BC V0X 1L4 Phone: 604-869-2411 Fax: 604-869-7400 knelson@sd78.bc.ca Mr. Joe Rhodes Superintendent of Schools SD #79 (Cowichan Valley) 2557 Beverly Street Duncan, BC V9L 2X3 Phone: 250-748-0321 Fax: 250-748-6591 jrhodes@sd79.bc.ca Ms. Diana Samchuck Superintendent of Schools SD #81 (Fort Nelson) Box 87 Fort Nelson, BC V0C 1R0 Phone: 250-774-2591 Fax: 250-774-2598 dsamchuck@sd81.bc.ca Ms. Katherine McIntosh Superintendent of Schools SD #82 (Coast Mountains) 3211 Kenney Street Terrace, BC V8G 3E9 Phone: 250-638-4407 Fax: 888-290-4786 katherine.mcintosh@cmsd.bc.ca Mr. Glenn Borthistle Superintendent of Schools SD #83 (North Okanagan-Shuswap) Box 129 (220 Shuswap Street) Salmon Arm, BC V1E 4N2 Phone: 250-832-2157 Fax: 250-832-9428 gborthis@sd83.bc.ca Mr. Lawrence Tarasoff Superintendent of Schools SD #84 (Vancouver Island West) Box 100 Gold River, BC V0P 1G0 Phone: 250-283-2241 Fax: 250-283-7352 ltarasoff@viw.sd84.bc.ca Dr. Scott Benwell Superintendent of Schools SD #85 (Vancouver Island North) Box 90 Port Hardy, BC V0N 2P0 Phone: 250-949-6618 Fax: 250-949-8792 sbenwell@sd85.bc.ca Mr. Mike Gordon Superintendent of Schools SD #87 (Stikine) Box 190 Dease Lake, BC V0C 1L0 Phone: 250-771-4440 Fax: 250-771-4441 mike.gordon@sd87.bc.ca Ms. Charlene Seguin Superintendent of Schools SD #91 (Nechako Lakes) PO Box 129 (153 E. Connaught Street) Vanderhoof, BC V0J 3A0 Phone: 250-567-2284 Fax: 250-567-4639 cseguin@sd91.bc.ca Mr. Phillipe Brulot Superintendent of Schools SD #92 (Nisga'a) Box 240 New Aiyansh, BC V0J 1A0 Phone: 250-633-2228 Fax: 250-633-2401 pbrulot@nisgaa.bc.ca Mr. Mario Cyr Directeru general/Superintendent of Schools SD #93 (Conseil scolaire francophone) 180 - 10200 Shellbridge Way Richmond, BC V6X 2W7 Phone: 604-214-2601 Fax: 604-214-9881 dg@csf.bc.ca   About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy Close Window Print Page   Boards of Education Superintendents in BC 201213 Ms. Lynn Hauptman Superintendent of Schools SD #5 (Southeast Kootenay) 940 Industrial Road, No. 1 Cranbrook, BC V1C 4C6 Phone: 250-417-2079 Fax: 250-417-2081 lynn.hauptman@sd5.bc.ca Mr. Paul Carriere Superintendent of Schools SD #6 (Rocky Mountain) Box 430 (620-4th Street) Invermere, BC V0A 1K0 Phone: 250-342-9243 Fax: 250-342-6966 paul.carriere@sd6.bc.ca Mr. Jeff Jones Superintendent of Schools SD #8 (Kootenay Lake) 570 Johnstone Road Nelson, BC V1L 6J2 Phone: 250-505-7046 Fax: 250-352-6686 jjones@sd8.bc.ca Ms. Terry Taylor Acting Superintendent of Schools SD #10 (Arrow Lakes) Box 340 Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0 Phone: 250-265-3638 Fax: 250-265-3701 terrytaylor@sd10.bc.ca Mr. Mike Hooker Superintendent of Schools SD #19 (Revelstoke) Bag 5800, 1121 Vernon Ave Revelstoke, BC V0E 2S0 Phone: 250-837-2101 Fax: 250-837-9335 mhooker@sd19.bc.ca Mr. Greg Luterbach Superintendent of Schools SD #20 (Kootenay-Columbia) 2001 Third Avenue Trail, BC V1R 1R6 Phone: 250-368-2224 Fax: 250-364-2470 gluterbach@sd20.bc.ca Mr. Joe Rogers Superintendent of Schools SD #22 (Vernon) 1401 - 15th Street Vernon, BC V1T 8S8 Phone: 250-549-9226 Fax: 250-549-9200 jrogers@sd22.bc.ca Mr. Hugh Gloster Superintendent of Schools SD #23 (Central Okanagan) 1940 Underhill Street Kelowna, BC V1X 5X7 Phone: 250-470-3256 Fax: 250-870-5056 Hugh.Gloster@sd23.bc.ca Mr. Mark Thiessen Superintendent of Schools SD #27 (Cariboo-Chilcotin) 350 Second Avenue North Williams Lake, BC V2G 1Z9 Phone: 250-398-3824 Fax: 250-392-3600 mark.thiessen@sd27.bc.ca Ms. Sue Ellen Miller Superintendent of Schools SD #28 (Quesnel) 401 North Star Rd Quesnel, BC V2J 5K2 Phone: 250-992-8802 Fax: 250-992-7652 sueellenmiller@sd28.bc.ca Ms. Evelyn Novak Superintendent of Schools SD #33 (Chilliwack) 8430 Cessna Drive Chilliwack, BC V2P 7K4 Phone: 604-792-1321 Fax: 604-792-9665 Evelyn_Novak@sd33.bc.ca Mr. Kevin Godden Superintendent of Schools SD #34 (Abbotsford) 2790 Tims Street Abbotsford, BC V2T 4M7 Phone: 604-859-4891 Fax: 604-852-5898 kevin_godden@sd34.bc.ca Ms. Suzanne Hoffman Acting Superintendent of Schools SD #35 (Langley) 4875 - 222nd Street Langley, BC V3A 3Z7 Phone: 604-534-7891 Fax: 604-532-1405 shoffman@sd35.bc.ca Dr. Jodan Tinney Superintendent of Schools SD #36 (Surrey) 14033 92nd Avenue Surrey, BC V3V 0B7 Phone: 604-595-6308 Fax: 604-595-6309 tinney_j@sd36.bc.ca Ms. Dianne Turner Superintendent of Schools SD #37 (Delta) 4585 Harvest Drive Delta, BC V4K 5B4 Phone: 604-952-5340 Fax: 604-952-5379 dturner@deltasd.bc.ca Ms. Moneca Pamer Superintendent of Schools SD #38 (Richmond) 7811 Granville Avenue Richmond, BC V6Y 3E3 Phone: 604-668-6000 Fax: 604-233-0150 mpamer@sd38.bc.ca Mr. Steve Cardwell Superintendent of Schools SD #39 (Vancouver) 1580 West Broadway Vancouver, BC V6J 5K8 Phone: 604-713-5100 Fax: 604-713-5412 scardwell@vsb.bc.ca Mr. John Gaiptman Superintendent of Schools SD #40 (New Westminster) 1001 Columbia St. New Westminster, BC V3M 1C4 Phone: 604-517-6328 Fax: 604-517-6319 gaiptman@sd40.bc.ca Mr. Kevin Kaardal Superintendent of Schools SD #41 (Burnaby) 5325 Kincaid Street Burnaby, BC V5G 1W2 Phone: 604-296-6900 Fax: 604-296-6910 kevin.kaardal@sd41.bc.ca Ms. Laurie Meston Superintendent of Schools SD #42 (Maple Ridge) 22225 Brown Avenue Maple Ridge, BC V2X 8N6 Phone: 604-463-4200 Fax: 604-463-0573 Laurie.Meston@sd42.ca Mr. Tom Grant Superintendent of Schools SD #43 (Coquitlam) 550 Poirier Street Coquitlam, BC V3J 6A7 Phone: 604-939-9201 Fax: 604-936-2932 tgrant@sd43.bc.ca Mr. John Lewis Superintendent of Schools SD #44 (North Vancouver) 721 Chesterfield Avenue North Vancouver, BC V7M 2M5 Phone: 604-903-3444 Fax: 604-903-3449 jlewis@nvsd44.bc.ca Mr. Chris Kennedy Superintendent of Schools SD #45 (West Vancouver) 1075 - 21st Street West Vancouver, BC V7V 4A9 Phone: 604-981-1031 Fax: 604-981-1001 ckennedy@sd45.bc.ca Mr. Patrick Bocking Superintendent of Schools SD #46 (Sunshine Coast) Box 220, 494 South Fletcher Road Gibsons, BC V0N 1V0 Phone: 604-886-8811 Fax: 604-886-4489 pbocking@sd46.bc.ca Mr. Jay Yule Superintendent of Schools SD #47 (Powell River) 4351 Ontario Avenue Powell River, BC V8A 1V3 Phone: 604-414-2600 Fax: 604-485-6435 jyule@sd47.bc.ca Ms. Lisa McCullough Superintendent of Schools SD #48 (Sea to Sky) Box 250 Squamish, BC V0N 3G0 Phone: 604-892-5228 Fax: 604-892-1038 lmccullough@sd48.bc.ca Ms. Norma Hart Superintendent of Schools SD #49 (Central Coast) Bag 130 Hagensborg, BC V0T 1H0 Phone: 250-982-2691 Fax: 250-982-2319 nhart@sd49.bc.ca Mr. Angus Wilson Superintendent of Schools SD #50 (Haida Gwaii) Box 69 Queen Charlotte City, BC V0T 1S0 Phone: 250-559-8471 Fax: 250-559-8849 awilson@sd50.bc.ca Mr. Kevin Argue Superintendent of Schools SD #51 (Boundary) Box 640 (1021 Central Avenue) Grand Forks, BC V0H 1H0 Phone: 250-442-8258 Fax: 250-442-7737 kevin.argue@sd51.bc.ca Ms. Sandra Jones Superintendent of Schools SD #52 (Prince Rupert) 634 - 6th Avenue East Prince Rupert, BC V8J 1X1 Phone: 250-624-6717 Fax: 250-627-0772 sjones@sd52.bc.ca Ms. Beverly Young Superintendent of Schools SD #53 (Okanagan Similkameen) Box 1770 (34061 - 101st Street) Oliver, BC V0H 1T0 Phone: 250-498-3481 Fax: 250-498-4070 byoung@sd53.bc.ca Mr. Chris van der Mark Superintendent of Schools SD #54 (Bulkley Valley) Box 758 Smithers, BC V0J 2N0 Phone: 250-877-6831 Fax: 250-877-6835 ch-vandermark@sd54.bc.ca Mr. Brian Pepper Superintendent of Schools SD #57 (Prince George) 2100 Ferry Avenue Prince George, BC V2L 4R5 Phone: 250-561-6800 Fax: 250-561-6801 bpepper@sd57.bc.ca Mr. Stephen McNiven Superintendent of Schools SD #58 (Nicola Similkameen) Box 4100, Stn Main Merritt, BC V1K 1B8 Phone: 250-378-5161 Fax: 250-378-6263 smcniven@sd58.bc.ca Ms. Kathy Sawchuk Superintendent of Schools SD #59 (Peace River South) 11600 7th Street Dawson Creek, BC V1G 4R8 Phone: 250-782-8571 Fax: 250-782-3204 kathy_sawchuk@mail.sd59.bc.ca Mr. Dave Sloan Superintendent of Schools SD #60 (Peace River North) 10112 - 105 Avenue Fort St. John, BC V1J 4S4 Phone: 250-262-6000 Fax: 250-262-6046 dsloan@prn.bc.ca Ms. Sherri Bell Superintendent of Schools SD #61 (Greater Victoria) 556 Boleskine Road Victoria, BC V8Z 1E8 Phone: 250-475-4162 Fax: 250-475-4112 sbell@sd61.bc.ca Mr. Jim Cambridge Superintendent of Schools SD #62 (Sooke) 3143 Jacklin Road Victoria, BC V9B 5R1 Phone: 250-474-9807 Fax: 250-474-9850 jcambridge@sd62.bc.ca Ms. Nancy MacDonald Superintendent of Schools SD #63 (Saanich) 2125 Keating Cross Road, PO Box 2000 Saanichton, BC V8M 2A5 Phone: 250-652-7332 Fax: 250-652-7360 nmacdonald@sd63.bc.ca Ms. Lisa Halstead Superintendent of Schools SD #64 (Gulf Islands) 112 Rainbow Road Salt Spring Island, BC V8K 2K3 Phone: 250-537-5548 Fax: 250-537-4200 lhalstead@sd64.bc.ca Ms. Wendy Hyer Superintendent of Schools SD #67 (Okanagan Skaha) 425 Jermyn Avenue Penticton, BC V2A 1Z4 Phone: 250-770-7713 Fax: 250-770-7732 whyer@summer.com Mr. Dave Hutchinson Superintendent of Schools SD #68 (Nanaimo) 395 Wakesiah Avenue Nanaimo, BC V9R 3K6 Phone: 250-754-5531 Fax: 250-741-5218 david.hutchinson@sd68.bc.ca Mr. Rollie Koop Superintendent of Schools SD #69 (Qualicum) Box 430 Parksville, BC V9P 2G5 Phone: 250-248-4241 Fax: 250-248-5767 rkoop@sd69.bc.ca Mr. Cam Pinkerton Superintendent of Schools SD #70 (Alberni) 4690 Roger Street Port Alberni, BC V9Y 3Z4 Phone: 250-720-2770 Fax: 250-723-0318 cpinkerton@sd70.bc.ca Ms. Sherry Elwood Superintendent of Schools SD #71 (Comox Valley) 607 Cumberland Road Courtenay, BC V9N 7G5 Phone: 250-334-5500 Fax: 250-334-5552 sherry.elwood@sd71.bc.ca Mr. Tom Longridge Superintendent of Schools SD #72 (Campbell River) 425 Pinecrest Road Campbell River, BC V9W 3P2 Phone: 250-830-2398 Fax: 250-287-2616 tom.longridge@sd72.bc.ca Dr. Terry Sullivan Superintendent of Schools SD #73 (Kamloops-Thompson) 1383 Ninth Avenue Kamloops, BC V2C 3X7 Phone: 250-374-0679 Fax: 250-372-1183 tsullivan@sd73.bc.ca Ms. Teresa Downs Superintendent of Schools SD #74 (Gold Trail) PO Bag 250 (400 Hollis Road) Ashcroft, BC V0K 1A0 Phone: 250-453-9101 Fax: 250-453-2425 tdowns@gw.sd74.bc.ca Mr. Bill Fletcher Superintendent of Schools SD #75 (Mission) 33046 Fourth Avenue Mission, BC V2V 1S5 Phone: 604-814-3701 Fax: 604-826-4640 bill.fletcher@mpsd.ca Dr. Karen Nelson Superintendent of Schools SD #78 (Fraser-Cascade) Bag 3200 (650 Kawkawa Lake Road) Hope, BC V0X 1L4 Phone: 604-869-2411 Fax: 604-869-7400 knelson@sd78.bc.ca Mr. Joe Rhodes Superintendent of Schools SD #79 (Cowichan Valley) 2557 Beverly Street Duncan, BC V9L 2X3 Phone: 250-748-0321 Fax: 250-748-6591 jrhodes@sd79.bc.ca Ms. Diana Samchuck Superintendent of Schools SD #81 (Fort Nelson) Box 87 Fort Nelson, BC V0C 1R0 Phone: 250-774-2591 Fax: 250-774-2598 dsamchuck@sd81.bc.ca Ms. Katherine McIntosh Superintendent of Schools SD #82 (Coast Mountains) 3211 Kenney Street Terrace, BC V8G 3E9 Phone: 250-638-4407 Fax: 888-290-4786 katherine.mcintosh@cmsd.bc.ca Mr. Glenn Borthistle Superintendent of Schools SD #83 (North Okanagan-Shuswap) Box 129 (220 Shuswap Street) Salmon Arm, BC V1E 4N2 Phone: 250-832-2157 Fax: 250-832-9428 gborthis@sd83.bc.ca Mr. Lawrence Tarasoff Superintendent of Schools SD #84 (Vancouver Island West) Box 100 Gold River, BC V0P 1G0 Phone: 250-283-2241 Fax: 250-283-7352 ltarasoff@viw.sd84.bc.ca Dr. Scott Benwell Superintendent of Schools SD #85 (Vancouver Island North) Box 90 Port Hardy, BC V0N 2P0 Phone: 250-949-6618 Fax: 250-949-8792 sbenwell@sd85.bc.ca Mr. Mike Gordon Superintendent of Schools SD #87 (Stikine) Box 190 Dease Lake, BC V0C 1L0 Phone: 250-771-4440 Fax: 250-771-4441 mike.gordon@sd87.bc.ca Ms. Charlene Seguin Superintendent of Schools SD #91 (Nechako Lakes) PO Box 129 (153 E. Connaught Street) Vanderhoof, BC V0J 3A0 Phone: 250-567-2284 Fax: 250-567-4639 cseguin@sd91.bc.ca Mr. Phillipe Brulot Superintendent of Schools SD #92 (Nisga'a) Box 240 New Aiyansh, BC V0J 1A0 Phone: 250-633-2228 Fax: 250-633-2401 pbrulot@nisgaa.bc.ca Mr. Mario Cyr Directeru general/Superintendent of Schools SD #93 (Conseil scolaire francophone) 180 - 10200 Shellbridge Way Richmond, BC V6X 2W7 Phone: 604-214-2601 Fax: 604-214-9881 dg@csf.bc.ca  )
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media jthornthwaite last tweet "Please join me in recognizing the vital work foster families do for B.C. kids http://t.co/bdYy1yh9Jc #FosterFamilyMonth #northvan #bcpoli" @jthornthwaite - 10:56pm Follow @jthornthwaite BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "Eid Mubarak to all those celebrating in BC!" @bcliberals - 06:52pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141007,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/bctf/status/515596681912807424?screen_name=bctf&id=515596681912807424,BCTF on Twitter: "BC Music Educators Association Conference 2013 http://t.co/hPF6BvNJwB | Oct 23-25 @BCMEA #psaday #bced" Twitter Search query Search Twitter Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Language: English Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Have an account? Sign in New to Twitter? Join Today » Sign In Phone, email or username Password Sign in Remember me Forgot password? Already using Twitter via text message? Follow Following Unfollow Blocked Unblock Pending Cancel BCTF ‏ @bctf Sep 26 BC Music Educators Association Conference 2013 http://www.bcmeaconference.com/  | Oct 23-25 @BCMEA #psaday #bced Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Retweets 2 Favorite 1 1:20 PM - 26 Sep 2014 Don’t miss any updates from BCTF © 2014 Twitter About Help Ads info Close Flag this media This has already been marked as containing sensitive content. Flag this as containing potentially illegal content. Submit Cancel Learn more about flagging media Dismiss Close Previous Next Close Go to a person's profile Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Close Retweet this to your followers? Cancel Retweet Close Are you sure you want to delete this Tweet? Cancel Delete Close Block Cancel Block Add a location to your Tweets When you tweet with a location, Twitter stores that location. You can switch location on/off before each Tweet and always have the option to delete your location history. Learn more Turn location on Not now Turn off location Close Profile summary Close Your lists Close Create a new list List name Description Under 100 characters, optional Privacy Public · Anyone can follow this list Private · Only you can access this list Save list Close Close Embed this Tweet Add this Tweet to your website by copying the code below. Learn more Hmm, there was a problem reaching the server. Try again? Include parent Tweet Include media Preview Close Sign up for Twitter Not on Twitter? Sign up, tune into the things you care about, and get updates as they happen. Have an account? Sign in » Close Two-way (sending and receiving) short codes: Country Code For customers of United States 40404 (any) Canada 21212 (any) United Kingdom 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM Haiti 40404 Digicel, Voila Ireland 51210 Vodafone, O2 India 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Indonesia 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » See SMS short codes for other countries Close Confirmation)
(20141007,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/bcedplan/status/382246534399918080,BC's Education Plan on Twitter: "RT @mybclibrary: Cdn Library Month is in October. Download free promotional materials at http://t.co/DbIxxS6jak #CLM2013" Twitter Search query Search Twitter Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Language: English Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Have an account? Sign in New to Twitter? Join Today » Sign In Phone, email or username Password Sign in Remember me Forgot password? Already using Twitter via text message? MyBCLibrary ‏ @MyBCLibrary 23 Sep 2013 Cdn Library Month is in October. Download free promotional materials at http://ow.ly/p8GZl  #CLM2013 Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Follow Following Unfollow Blocked Unblock Pending Cancel BC's Education Plan ‏ @bcedplan 23 Sep 2013 RT @mybclibrary: Cdn Library Month is in October. Download free promotional materials at http://ow.ly/p8GZl  #CLM2013 Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet 1:54 PM - 23 Sep 2013 Don’t miss any updates from BC's Education Plan © 2014 Twitter About Help Ads info Close Flag this media This has already been marked as containing sensitive content. Flag this as containing potentially illegal content. Submit Cancel Learn more about flagging media Dismiss Close Previous Next Close Go to a person's profile Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Close Retweet this to your followers? Cancel Retweet Close Are you sure you want to delete this Tweet? Cancel Delete Close Block Cancel Block Add a location to your Tweets When you tweet with a location, Twitter stores that location. You can switch location on/off before each Tweet and always have the option to delete your location history. Learn more Turn location on Not now Turn off location Close Profile summary Close Your lists Close Create a new list List name Description Under 100 characters, optional Privacy Public · Anyone can follow this list Private · Only you can access this list Save list Close Close Embed this Tweet Add this Tweet to your website by copying the code below. Learn more Hmm, there was a problem reaching the server. Try again? Include parent Tweet Include media Preview Close Sign up for Twitter Not on Twitter? Sign up, tune into the things you care about, and get updates as they happen. Have an account? Sign in » Close Two-way (sending and receiving) short codes: Country Code For customers of United States 40404 (any) Canada 21212 (any) United Kingdom 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM Haiti 40404 Digicel, Voila Ireland 51210 Vodafone, O2 India 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Indonesia 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » See SMS short codes for other countries Close Confirmation)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/contacts.cfm?page=presidents&sort=1&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true,BCTF Contacts Home E-mail Lists Links A to Z Index Contact Us Help SITE SEARCH Quick Links BCTF formsBCTF NewsFrançaisLabour linksPensionsTeacher NewsmagazineTeaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Contact Us > Local Presidents Local Presidents and Contact Information Sorted by local name. Click here for sort by local number. *Sublocal       O: Office   OF: Office Fax Abbotsford District Teachers' Association (34) Doug Smuland 2570 Cyril Street Abbotsford, BC  V2S 2G2 O: 604-854-1946 OF: 604-850-5100 lp34@bctf.ca Alberni District Teachers' Union (701) Ken Zydyk 4913 Argyle Street Port Alberni, BC  V9Y 1V6 O: 250-724-5021 OF: 250-724-0442 lp701@bctf.ca Arrow Lakes Teachers' Association (10) Ric Bardati Box 422 New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0 O: 250-265-7062 OF: N/A lp10@bctf.ca Boundary District Teachers' Association (51) Norm Sabourin Box 634, 1815D Central Ave Grand Forks, BC  V0H 1H0 O: 250-442-3330 OF: N/A lp51@bctf.ca Bulkley Valley Teachers' Union (54) Ilona Weiss PO Box 2137, 3772 C 1st Ave Smithers, BC  V0J 2N0 O: 250-847-3127 OF: 250-847-3123 lp54@bctf.ca Burnaby Teachers' Association (41) Rae Figursky 115-3993 Henning Drive Burnaby, BC  V5C 6P7 O: 604 294-8141 OF: 604 294-9846 lp41@bctf.ca Burns Lake District Teachers' Union (55) Kathryn Warren Box 464 Burns Lake, BC  V0J 1E0 O: 250-692-7932 OF: 250-692-7597 lp55@bctf.ca Campbell River District Teachers' Association (72) Dave Harper 202-871 Island Hwy Campbell River, BC  V9W 2C2 O: 250-286-1663 OF: 250-286-1679 lp72@bctf.ca Cariboo-Chilcotin Teachers' Association (27) Murray Helmer 124D North 2nd Avenue Williams Lake, BC  V2G 1Z6 O: 250-398-7221 OF: 250-398-5913 lp27@bctf.ca Central Coast Teachers' Association (49) Marc Hedges Box 253 Hagensborg, BC  V0T 1H0 O: 250-982-2354 OF: 250-982-2354 lp49@bctf.ca Central Okanagan Teachers' Association (23) Susan Bauhart 210-1751 Harvey Avenue Kelowna, BC  V1Y 6G4 O: 250-860-3866 OF: 250-862-3024 lp23@bctf.ca Chetwynd Teachers' Association* (592) Leanne Robertson Box 2665 Chetwynd, BC  V0C 1J0 O: 250-788-2267 OF: 250-788-9729 lp592@bctf.ca Chilliwack Teachers' Association (33) Clint Johnston 203-45970 Airport Road Chilliwack, BC  V2P 1A2 O: 604-792-9233 OF: 604-792-9389 lp33@bctf.ca Comox District Teachers' Association (71) Nick Moore 491 4th Street Ste. C Courtenay, BC  V9N 1G9 O: 250-338-1461 OF: 250-338-1657 lp71@bctf.ca Coquitlam Teachers' Association (43) Charley King 208-2502 St. Johns Street Port Moody, BC  V3H 2B4 O: 604-936-9971 OF: 604-936-7515 lp43@bctf.ca Cowichan District Teachers' Association (65) Naomi Nilsson 201-394 Duncan Street Duncan, BC  V9L 3W4 O: 250-748-2251 OF: 250-748-5243 lp65@bctf.ca Cranbrook District Teachers' Association (2) Shelley Balfour 304-105 9th Avenue South Cranbrook, BC  V1C 2M1 O: 250-489-3717 OF: 250-489-3727 lp02@bctf.ca Creston Valley Teachers' Association (861) Becky Blair 1001 Railway Boulevard Creston, BC  V0B 1G3 O: 250-428-7006 OF: 250-428-8602 lp861@bctf.ca Delta Teachers' Association (37) Paul Steer 110-4977 Trenant St Delta, BC  V4K 2K5 O: 604-946-0391 OF: 604-946-1629 lp37@bctf.ca Fernie District Teachers' Association (1) Christina Smith Box 10 Fernie, BC  V0B 1M0 O: 250-423-3333 OF: 250-423-6134 lp01@bctf.ca Fort Nelson District Teachers' Association (81) Greg Gerwing Box 2031 Fort Nelson, BC  V0C 1R0 O: 250-775-1824 OF: N/A lp81@bctf.ca Fraser-Cascade Teachers' Association (78) Lynne Marvell Unit E, Box 1238 Hope, BC  V0X 1L0 O: 604-869-9383 OF: 604-869-3236 lp78@bctf.ca Gold Trail Teachers' Association (74) Cameron Rittinger Box 1437 Ashcroft, BC  V0K 1A0 O: 250-453-2696 OF: 250-453-2696 lp74@bctf.ca Golden Teachers' Association (18) Mike Archibald Box 430 Golden, BC  V0A 1H0 O: 250-344-5885 OF: 250-344-5890 lp18@bctf.ca Greater Victoria Teachers' Association (61) Bénula Larsen 965 Alston Street Victoria, BC  V9A 3S5 O: 250-595-0181 OF: 250-595-0189 lp61@bctf.ca Gulf Islands Teachers' Association (64) Deborah Nostdal Box 537 Salt Spring Island, BC  V8K 2W2 O: 250-537-4990 OF: 250-537-4990 lp64@bctf.ca Haida Gwaii Teachers' Association (50) Jennifer Jury c/o PO Box 325 Queen Charlotte City, BC  V0T 1S0 O: 250-637-1805 OF: N/A lp50@bctf.ca Kamloops Thompson Teachers' Association (73) David Komljenovic 202/204-1157 12th Street Kamloops, BC  V2B 7L2 O: 250-554-1223 OF: 250-554-1311 lp73@bctf.ca Kimberley Teachers' Association (3) Sally Struthers 201-144 Deer Park Avenue Kimberley, BC  V1A 2J4 O: 250-432-9729 OF: N/A lp03@bctf.ca Kitimat District Teachers' Association (80) Kim Meyer 233 Enterprise Avenue Kitimat, BC  V8C 2C8 O: 250-632-3109 OF: 250-632-3108 lp80@bctf.ca Kootenay Columbia Teachers' Union (20) Andy Davidoff 1657 Hwy 3A Castlegar, BC  V1N 4N5 O: 250-364-1740 OF: 250-364-1750 lp20@bctf.ca Kootenay Lake Teachers' Association* (862) Cam Zuk Box 671 Kaslo, BC  V0G 1M0 O: 250-353-2227 OF: N/A lp862@bctf.ca Lake Cowichan Teachers' Association (66) Chris Rolls 5610 West Riverbottom Rd Duncan, BC  V9L 6H9 O: 250-748-0011 OF: N/A lp66@bctf.ca Langley Teachers' Association (35) Gail Chaddock Costello 100-5786 Glover Road Langley, BC  V3A 4H9 O: 604-533-1618 OF: 604-533-1400 lp35@bctf.ca Mackenzie Teachers' Association* (572) Shannon Pride Box 1836 Mackenzie, BC  V0J 2C0 O: 250-997-6340 OF: N/A lp572@bctf.ca Maple Ridge Teachers' Association (42) George Serra 11771 Fraser Street Maple Ridge, BC  V2X 6C6 O: 604-467-2111 OF: 604-467-0815 lp42@bctf.ca McBride-Valemount Teachers' Association* (573) Jennifer L'Arrivee 2265 Red Tail Road Mcbride, BC  V0J 2E0 O: 250-569-2295 OF: N/A lp573@bctf.ca Mission Teachers' Union (75) Mark Bradshaw 100-33344 2nd Ave Mission, BC  V2V 1K3 O: 604-826-0112 OF: 604-826-3435 lp75@bctf.ca Mount Arrowsmith Teachers' Association (69) Debbie Morran Box 1286 Parksville, BC  V9P 2H3 O: 250-248-3496 OF: 250-248-3440 lp69@bctf.ca Nanaimo District Teachers' Association (68) Mike Ball 3137 Barons Road Nanaimo, BC  V9T 5W5 O: 250-756-1237 OF: 250-756-0188 lp68@bctf.ca Nechako Teachers' Union (56) Thomas Thalheimer Box 978 Vanderhoof, BC  V0J 3A0 O: 250-567-5040 OF: 250-567-5060 lp56@bctf.ca Nelson District Teachers' Association (7) Paul Boscariol PO Box 1012 Nelson, BC  V1L 6A5 O: 250-354-4142 OF: 250-354-1558 lp07@bctf.ca New Westminster Teachers' Union (40) Grant Osborne 607 Columbia St New Westminster, BC  V3M 1A7 O: 604-526-8990 OF: 604-526-8912 lp40@bctf.ca Nicola Valley Teachers' Union (31) Peter Vogt Box 849 Merritt, BC  V1K 1B8 O: 250-378-5060 OF: 250-378-5060 lp31@bctf.ca Nisga'a Teachers' Union (92) Richard Hotson Box 226 New Aiyansh, BC  V0J 1A0 O: 250-633-2571 OF: 250-633-2574 lp92@bctf.ca North Okanagan-Shuswap Teachers' Association (83) Brenda O'Dell Box 187 Salmon Arm, BC  V1E 4N3 O: 250-832-1933 OF: 250-832-4592 lp83@bctf.ca North Vancouver Teachers' Association (44) Carolyn Pena 100 - 133 West 17th Street North Vancouver, BC  V7M 1V5 O: 604 988-3224 OF: 604 980-8092 lp44@bctf.ca Okanagan Skaha Teachers' Union (67) Leslea Woodward 697 Martin Street Penticton, BC  V2A 5L5 O: 250-492-4915 OF: 250-492-5540 lp67@bctf.ca Peace River North Teachers' Association (60) Michele Wiebe Box 6057 Fort St John, BC  V1J 4H6 O: 250-785-8881 OF: 250-785-8881 lp60@bctf.ca Peace River South Teachers' Association (591) Lorraine MacKay Box 145 Dawson Creek, BC  V1G 4G3 O: 250-782-1284 OF: 250-782-1280 lp591@bctf.ca Powell River District Teachers' Association (47) Cathy Fisher 201-4400 Marine Avenue Powell River, BC  V8A 2K1 O: 604-485-5212 OF: 604-485-2882 lp47@bctf.ca Prince George District Teachers' Association (571) Tina Cousins 101-1968 Queensway Prince George, BC  V2L 1M2 O: 250-562-7214 OF: 250-562-5743 lp571@bctf.ca Prince Rupert District Teachers' Union (52) Kathy Murphy c/o Fisherman's Hall, 869 Fraser Street Prince Rupert, BC  V8J 1R1 O: 250-627-1700 OF: 250-624-6784 lp52@bctf.ca Princeton District Teachers' Union (17) Robert Tarswell Box 1019 Princeton, BC  V0X 1W0 O: 250-295-6684 OF: 250-295-6684 lp17@bctf.ca Quesnel District Teachers' Association (28) Lisa Kishkan Box 4643 Quesnel, BC  V2J 3J8 O: 250-992-3737 OF: 250-992-3638 lp28@bctf.ca Revelstoke Teachers' Association (19) Jennifer Wolney Box 72 Revelstoke, BC  V0E 2S0 O: 250-837-2255 OF: 250-837-2255 lp19@bctf.ca Richmond Teachers' Association (38) Al Klassen 210-7360 Westminster Hwy Richmond, BC  V6X 1A1 O: 604-278-2539 OF: 604-278-4320 lp38@bctf.ca Saanich Teachers' Association (63) Mark Skanks 6843 Central Saanich Road Saanichton, BC  V8Z 5V4 O: 778-426-1426 OF: 778-426-0716 lp63@bctf.ca Sea to Sky Teachers' Association (48) Carl Walker 104-40775 Tantalus Rd Squamish, BC  V8B 0N2 O: 604-892-3056 OF: 604-892-2296 lp48@bctf.ca SEPF (93) Sylvie Liechtele 100-550 West 6th Avenue Vancouver, BC  V5Z 4P2 O: 604-871-1866 OF: N/A lp93@bctf.ca Sooke Teachers' Association (62) Ian Johnson 201-716 Goldstream Avenue Victoria, BC  V9B 2X3 O: 250-474-3181 OF: 250-474-5555 lp62@bctf.ca South Okanagan Similkameen Teachers' Union (53) Sylvia Slater Box 1586 Oliver, BC  V0H 1T0 O: 250-498-2255 OF: N/A lp53@bctf.ca Stikine Teachers' Association (87) Asa Berg c/o Asa Berg, Box 469 Atlin, BC  V0W 1A0 O: 250-651-7820 OF: 250-651-7820 lp87@bctf.ca Sunshine Coast Teachers' Association (46) Louise Herle Box 951 Sechelt, BC  V0N 3A0 O: 604-885-7944 OF: 604-885-9837 lp46@bctf.ca Surrey Teachers' Association (36) Jennifer Wadge 201-9030 King George Boulevard Surrey, BC  V3V 7Y3 O: 604-594-5353 OF: 604-594-5176 lp36@bctf.ca Terrace District Teachers' Union (881) Cathy Lambright 4733 Park Avenue Terrace, BC  V8G 1W2 O: 250-635-4659 OF: N/A lp881@bctf.ca Tumbler Ridge Teachers' Association* (593) Karen Edwards 127 Gwillim Crescent, Box 1003 Tumbler Ridge, BC  V0C 2W0 O: 250-242-5281 OF: 250-242-5785 lp593@bctf.ca Upper Skeena Teachers* (882) Joslyn Bagg Box 562 New Hazelton, BC  V0J 2Y0 O: 250-842-6613 OF: N/A lp882@bctf.ca Vancouver Elementary School Teachers' Association (391) Dan Graves 2915 Commercial Dr Vancouver, BC  V5N 4C8 O: 604-873-8378 OF: 604-873-2652 lp391@bctf.ca Vancouver Island North Teachers' Association (85) Shawn Gough Box 5151, 6855 Market St Port Hardy, BC  V0N 2P0 O: 250-949-8888 OF: 250-949-8882 lp85@bctf.ca Vancouver Island West Teachers' Union (84) Ryan Meise PO Box 137 Gold River, BC  V0P 1G0 O: 250-283-9081 OF: N/A lp84@bctf.ca Vancouver Secondary Teachers' Association (392) Debbie Pawluk 2915 Commercial Drive Vancouver, BC  V5N 4C8 O: 604-873-5570 OF: 604-873-3916 lp392@bctf.ca Vernon Teachers' Association (22) Heather Malcolm 4004 31st Street Vernon, BC  V1T 5J6 O: 250-542-0456 OF: 250-542-0564 lp22@bctf.ca West Vancouver Teachers' Association (45) Rob Millard 4915 Marine Drive West Vancouver, BC  V7W 2P5 O: 604-926-1617 OF: 604-926-1119 lp45@bctf.ca Windermere Teachers' Association (4) Doug Murray Box 478 Invermere, BC  V0A 1K0 O: 250-341-5158 OF: N/A lp04@bctf.ca About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy Close Window Print Page   Local Presidents and Contact Information Sorted by local name. Click here for sort by local number. *Sublocal       O: Office   OF: Office Fax Abbotsford District Teachers' Association (34) Doug Smuland 2570 Cyril Street Abbotsford, BC  V2S 2G2 O: 604-854-1946 OF: 604-850-5100 lp34@bctf.ca Alberni District Teachers' Union (701) Ken Zydyk 4913 Argyle Street Port Alberni, BC  V9Y 1V6 O: 250-724-5021 OF: 250-724-0442 lp701@bctf.ca Arrow Lakes Teachers' Association (10) Ric Bardati Box 422 New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0 O: 250-265-7062 OF: N/A lp10@bctf.ca Boundary District Teachers' Association (51) Norm Sabourin Box 634, 1815D Central Ave Grand Forks, BC  V0H 1H0 O: 250-442-3330 OF: N/A lp51@bctf.ca Bulkley Valley Teachers' Union (54) Ilona Weiss PO Box 2137, 3772 C 1st Ave Smithers, BC  V0J 2N0 O: 250-847-3127 OF: 250-847-3123 lp54@bctf.ca Burnaby Teachers' Association (41) Rae Figursky 115-3993 Henning Drive Burnaby, BC  V5C 6P7 O: 604 294-8141 OF: 604 294-9846 lp41@bctf.ca Burns Lake District Teachers' Union (55) Kathryn Warren Box 464 Burns Lake, BC  V0J 1E0 O: 250-692-7932 OF: 250-692-7597 lp55@bctf.ca Campbell River District Teachers' Association (72) Dave Harper 202-871 Island Hwy Campbell River, BC  V9W 2C2 O: 250-286-1663 OF: 250-286-1679 lp72@bctf.ca Cariboo-Chilcotin Teachers' Association (27) Murray Helmer 124D North 2nd Avenue Williams Lake, BC  V2G 1Z6 O: 250-398-7221 OF: 250-398-5913 lp27@bctf.ca Central Coast Teachers' Association (49) Marc Hedges Box 253 Hagensborg, BC  V0T 1H0 O: 250-982-2354 OF: 250-982-2354 lp49@bctf.ca Central Okanagan Teachers' Association (23) Susan Bauhart 210-1751 Harvey Avenue Kelowna, BC  V1Y 6G4 O: 250-860-3866 OF: 250-862-3024 lp23@bctf.ca Chetwynd Teachers' Association* (592) Leanne Robertson Box 2665 Chetwynd, BC  V0C 1J0 O: 250-788-2267 OF: 250-788-9729 lp592@bctf.ca Chilliwack Teachers' Association (33) Clint Johnston 203-45970 Airport Road Chilliwack, BC  V2P 1A2 O: 604-792-9233 OF: 604-792-9389 lp33@bctf.ca Comox District Teachers' Association (71) Nick Moore 491 4th Street Ste. C Courtenay, BC  V9N 1G9 O: 250-338-1461 OF: 250-338-1657 lp71@bctf.ca Coquitlam Teachers' Association (43) Charley King 208-2502 St. Johns Street Port Moody, BC  V3H 2B4 O: 604-936-9971 OF: 604-936-7515 lp43@bctf.ca Cowichan District Teachers' Association (65) Naomi Nilsson 201-394 Duncan Street Duncan, BC  V9L 3W4 O: 250-748-2251 OF: 250-748-5243 lp65@bctf.ca Cranbrook District Teachers' Association (2) Shelley Balfour 304-105 9th Avenue South Cranbrook, BC  V1C 2M1 O: 250-489-3717 OF: 250-489-3727 lp02@bctf.ca Creston Valley Teachers' Association (861) Becky Blair 1001 Railway Boulevard Creston, BC  V0B 1G3 O: 250-428-7006 OF: 250-428-8602 lp861@bctf.ca Delta Teachers' Association (37) Paul Steer 110-4977 Trenant St Delta, BC  V4K 2K5 O: 604-946-0391 OF: 604-946-1629 lp37@bctf.ca Fernie District Teachers' Association (1) Christina Smith Box 10 Fernie, BC  V0B 1M0 O: 250-423-3333 OF: 250-423-6134 lp01@bctf.ca Fort Nelson District Teachers' Association (81) Greg Gerwing Box 2031 Fort Nelson, BC  V0C 1R0 O: 250-775-1824 OF: N/A lp81@bctf.ca Fraser-Cascade Teachers' Association (78) Lynne Marvell Unit E, Box 1238 Hope, BC  V0X 1L0 O: 604-869-9383 OF: 604-869-3236 lp78@bctf.ca Gold Trail Teachers' Association (74) Cameron Rittinger Box 1437 Ashcroft, BC  V0K 1A0 O: 250-453-2696 OF: 250-453-2696 lp74@bctf.ca Golden Teachers' Association (18) Mike Archibald Box 430 Golden, BC  V0A 1H0 O: 250-344-5885 OF: 250-344-5890 lp18@bctf.ca Greater Victoria Teachers' Association (61) Bénula Larsen 965 Alston Street Victoria, BC  V9A 3S5 O: 250-595-0181 OF: 250-595-0189 lp61@bctf.ca Gulf Islands Teachers' Association (64) Deborah Nostdal Box 537 Salt Spring Island, BC  V8K 2W2 O: 250-537-4990 OF: 250-537-4990 lp64@bctf.ca Haida Gwaii Teachers' Association (50) Jennifer Jury c/o PO Box 325 Queen Charlotte City, BC  V0T 1S0 O: 250-637-1805 OF: N/A lp50@bctf.ca Kamloops Thompson Teachers' Association (73) David Komljenovic 202/204-1157 12th Street Kamloops, BC  V2B 7L2 O: 250-554-1223 OF: 250-554-1311 lp73@bctf.ca Kimberley Teachers' Association (3) Sally Struthers 201-144 Deer Park Avenue Kimberley, BC  V1A 2J4 O: 250-432-9729 OF: N/A lp03@bctf.ca Kitimat District Teachers' Association (80) Kim Meyer 233 Enterprise Avenue Kitimat, BC  V8C 2C8 O: 250-632-3109 OF: 250-632-3108 lp80@bctf.ca Kootenay Columbia Teachers' Union (20) Andy Davidoff 1657 Hwy 3A Castlegar, BC  V1N 4N5 O: 250-364-1740 OF: 250-364-1750 lp20@bctf.ca Kootenay Lake Teachers' Association* (862) Cam Zuk Box 671 Kaslo, BC  V0G 1M0 O: 250-353-2227 OF: N/A lp862@bctf.ca Lake Cowichan Teachers' Association (66) Chris Rolls 5610 West Riverbottom Rd Duncan, BC  V9L 6H9 O: 250-748-0011 OF: N/A lp66@bctf.ca Langley Teachers' Association (35) Gail Chaddock Costello 100-5786 Glover Road Langley, BC  V3A 4H9 O: 604-533-1618 OF: 604-533-1400 lp35@bctf.ca Mackenzie Teachers' Association* (572) Shannon Pride Box 1836 Mackenzie, BC  V0J 2C0 O: 250-997-6340 OF: N/A lp572@bctf.ca Maple Ridge Teachers' Association (42) George Serra 11771 Fraser Street Maple Ridge, BC  V2X 6C6 O: 604-467-2111 OF: 604-467-0815 lp42@bctf.ca McBride-Valemount Teachers' Association* (573) Jennifer L'Arrivee 2265 Red Tail Road Mcbride, BC  V0J 2E0 O: 250-569-2295 OF: N/A lp573@bctf.ca Mission Teachers' Union (75) Mark Bradshaw 100-33344 2nd Ave Mission, BC  V2V 1K3 O: 604-826-0112 OF: 604-826-3435 lp75@bctf.ca Mount Arrowsmith Teachers' Association (69) Debbie Morran Box 1286 Parksville, BC  V9P 2H3 O: 250-248-3496 OF: 250-248-3440 lp69@bctf.ca Nanaimo District Teachers' Association (68) Mike Ball 3137 Barons Road Nanaimo, BC  V9T 5W5 O: 250-756-1237 OF: 250-756-0188 lp68@bctf.ca Nechako Teachers' Union (56) Thomas Thalheimer Box 978 Vanderhoof, BC  V0J 3A0 O: 250-567-5040 OF: 250-567-5060 lp56@bctf.ca Nelson District Teachers' Association (7) Paul Boscariol PO Box 1012 Nelson, BC  V1L 6A5 O: 250-354-4142 OF: 250-354-1558 lp07@bctf.ca New Westminster Teachers' Union (40) Grant Osborne 607 Columbia St New Westminster, BC  V3M 1A7 O: 604-526-8990 OF: 604-526-8912 lp40@bctf.ca Nicola Valley Teachers' Union (31) Peter Vogt Box 849 Merritt, BC  V1K 1B8 O: 250-378-5060 OF: 250-378-5060 lp31@bctf.ca Nisga'a Teachers' Union (92) Richard Hotson Box 226 New Aiyansh, BC  V0J 1A0 O: 250-633-2571 OF: 250-633-2574 lp92@bctf.ca North Okanagan-Shuswap Teachers' Association (83) Brenda O'Dell Box 187 Salmon Arm, BC  V1E 4N3 O: 250-832-1933 OF: 250-832-4592 lp83@bctf.ca North Vancouver Teachers' Association (44) Carolyn Pena 100 - 133 West 17th Street North Vancouver, BC  V7M 1V5 O: 604 988-3224 OF: 604 980-8092 lp44@bctf.ca Okanagan Skaha Teachers' Union (67) Leslea Woodward 697 Martin Street Penticton, BC  V2A 5L5 O: 250-492-4915 OF: 250-492-5540 lp67@bctf.ca Peace River North Teachers' Association (60) Michele Wiebe Box 6057 Fort St John, BC  V1J 4H6 O: 250-785-8881 OF: 250-785-8881 lp60@bctf.ca Peace River South Teachers' Association (591) Lorraine MacKay Box 145 Dawson Creek, BC  V1G 4G3 O: 250-782-1284 OF: 250-782-1280 lp591@bctf.ca Powell River District Teachers' Association (47) Cathy Fisher 201-4400 Marine Avenue Powell River, BC  V8A 2K1 O: 604-485-5212 OF: 604-485-2882 lp47@bctf.ca Prince George District Teachers' Association (571) Tina Cousins 101-1968 Queensway Prince George, BC  V2L 1M2 O: 250-562-7214 OF: 250-562-5743 lp571@bctf.ca Prince Rupert District Teachers' Union (52) Kathy Murphy c/o Fisherman's Hall, 869 Fraser Street Prince Rupert, BC  V8J 1R1 O: 250-627-1700 OF: 250-624-6784 lp52@bctf.ca Princeton District Teachers' Union (17) Robert Tarswell Box 1019 Princeton, BC  V0X 1W0 O: 250-295-6684 OF: 250-295-6684 lp17@bctf.ca Quesnel District Teachers' Association (28) Lisa Kishkan Box 4643 Quesnel, BC  V2J 3J8 O: 250-992-3737 OF: 250-992-3638 lp28@bctf.ca Revelstoke Teachers' Association (19) Jennifer Wolney Box 72 Revelstoke, BC  V0E 2S0 O: 250-837-2255 OF: 250-837-2255 lp19@bctf.ca Richmond Teachers' Association (38) Al Klassen 210-7360 Westminster Hwy Richmond, BC  V6X 1A1 O: 604-278-2539 OF: 604-278-4320 lp38@bctf.ca Saanich Teachers' Association (63) Mark Skanks 6843 Central Saanich Road Saanichton, BC  V8Z 5V4 O: 778-426-1426 OF: 778-426-0716 lp63@bctf.ca Sea to Sky Teachers' Association (48) Carl Walker 104-40775 Tantalus Rd Squamish, BC  V8B 0N2 O: 604-892-3056 OF: 604-892-2296 lp48@bctf.ca SEPF (93) Sylvie Liechtele 100-550 West 6th Avenue Vancouver, BC  V5Z 4P2 O: 604-871-1866 OF: N/A lp93@bctf.ca Sooke Teachers' Association (62) Ian Johnson 201-716 Goldstream Avenue Victoria, BC  V9B 2X3 O: 250-474-3181 OF: 250-474-5555 lp62@bctf.ca South Okanagan Similkameen Teachers' Union (53) Sylvia Slater Box 1586 Oliver, BC  V0H 1T0 O: 250-498-2255 OF: N/A lp53@bctf.ca Stikine Teachers' Association (87) Asa Berg c/o Asa Berg, Box 469 Atlin, BC  V0W 1A0 O: 250-651-7820 OF: 250-651-7820 lp87@bctf.ca Sunshine Coast Teachers' Association (46) Louise Herle Box 951 Sechelt, BC  V0N 3A0 O: 604-885-7944 OF: 604-885-9837 lp46@bctf.ca Surrey Teachers' Association (36) Jennifer Wadge 201-9030 King George Boulevard Surrey, BC  V3V 7Y3 O: 604-594-5353 OF: 604-594-5176 lp36@bctf.ca Terrace District Teachers' Union (881) Cathy Lambright 4733 Park Avenue Terrace, BC  V8G 1W2 O: 250-635-4659 OF: N/A lp881@bctf.ca Tumbler Ridge Teachers' Association* (593) Karen Edwards 127 Gwillim Crescent, Box 1003 Tumbler Ridge, BC  V0C 2W0 O: 250-242-5281 OF: 250-242-5785 lp593@bctf.ca Upper Skeena Teachers* (882) Joslyn Bagg Box 562 New Hazelton, BC  V0J 2Y0 O: 250-842-6613 OF: N/A lp882@bctf.ca Vancouver Elementary School Teachers' Association (391) Dan Graves 2915 Commercial Dr Vancouver, BC  V5N 4C8 O: 604-873-8378 OF: 604-873-2652 lp391@bctf.ca Vancouver Island North Teachers' Association (85) Shawn Gough Box 5151, 6855 Market St Port Hardy, BC  V0N 2P0 O: 250-949-8888 OF: 250-949-8882 lp85@bctf.ca Vancouver Island West Teachers' Union (84) Ryan Meise PO Box 137 Gold River, BC  V0P 1G0 O: 250-283-9081 OF: N/A lp84@bctf.ca Vancouver Secondary Teachers' Association (392) Debbie Pawluk 2915 Commercial Drive Vancouver, BC  V5N 4C8 O: 604-873-5570 OF: 604-873-3916 lp392@bctf.ca Vernon Teachers' Association (22) Heather Malcolm 4004 31st Street Vernon, BC  V1T 5J6 O: 250-542-0456 OF: 250-542-0564 lp22@bctf.ca West Vancouver Teachers' Association (45) Rob Millard 4915 Marine Drive West Vancouver, BC  V7W 2P5 O: 604-926-1617 OF: 604-926-1119 lp45@bctf.ca Windermere Teachers' Association (4) Doug Murray Box 478 Invermere, BC  V0A 1K0 O: 250-341-5158 OF: N/A lp04@bctf.ca)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7166&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 2, October 2005 Education leaders claim to see the light by Pat Clarke What do you suppose precipitated the "road to Damascus"-like realization of the Liberal government, the B.C. School Trustees Association, the B.C. Principals’ and Vice Principals’ Association, the B.C. Parent Advisory Council, and Canwest Global that everything is not honky-dory in special needs education? Do you think it might have been an outcome of "data-based decision making"? How about "rich and meaningful conversations" with teachers? None of that new-age management mumbo jumbo applies here. What actually happened was these groups that have so studiously ignored the voices of teachers for so long have realized the carefully constructed public-relations enterprise that now drives education policymaking was about to hit a major pothole. They can thank teachers for providing the road warning. It has been teachers, individually and collectively, through locals and the BCTF, who have consistently raised the issue of inadequate resources for special needs integration. At some point in the minds of our education leaders, special needs crossed the line from being a classroom matter that teachers can just deal with to becoming a gathering storm that threatens to blow apart the whole accountability contraption. The special-needs crisis, and it has become that, is very likely the most important single factor affecting those carefully constructed school and district goals. All of those good intentions quickly go into the trash file when too many teachers are trying to cope with the uncertainties brought on by a class composition that makes every day a voyage into uncharted waters. We now have a crisis, mainly because all of the mechanisms that formerly assured some level of support for teachers working with special needs integration are now a matter of administrative discretion. Isn’t it interesting and sort of morbidly fascinating that the 2002 "flexibility" mantra that the education leaders insisted was the key to a more "effective" public school system has turned around and bitten them in a sensitive spot? The provincial government and their acolytes in education leadership have just recently decided that, indeed, there is a resource issue pertaining to special needs support. Good stuff is on the way. Too bad it took three years of lost opportunities by too many students and immeasurable frustration on the part of their teachers to come to this epiphany. Too bad also that almost none of this would have happened if the resource assurances that were in the collective agreement before 2002 had been maintained. And too bad that the obvious conclusion, that contractual agreements on teaching-resource and learning-conditions issues have merit is still too tricky for the education leaders to get. The recent admission by the minister of education that special education needs more support is certainly welcome. However, the government’s insistence, along with the cheerleading they receive from education leaders, that the system is just perking along with "flexible local decision making" is making it increasingly difficult for teachers to hold back the gag reflex. Teachers have seen too many decisions that are arbitrary and ill-informed and seriously affect their teaching but are permitted by management flexibility. There is a growing crisis of confidence happening in B.C. schools. It is a crisis defined by teachers’ disenchantment with policymakers and administrators who patronize them with words of hollow praise but consistently undervalue and disregard their experience, professional insights, and views as well as their rights as workers. If there were any doubt about this crisis, it should have been waylaid by a strike vote that effectively demonstrated that nine out of ten teachers in the province were prepared to walkout. A primary reason for that vote was that teachers are fed up with the arbitrariness and uncertainty that goes along with " flexibility." The special education flip-flop is a case in point. For government and education leaders this is a good "be careful what you wish for" lesson. You got the flexibility, now you have another problem, probably worse than the one you were trying to solve. You have a fairly important group of employees who have emphatically told you that they are not with you. Good luck with the goal setting. Reconciliation is by no means impossible. Employers and administrators could restore some of the confidence teachers have lost by acknowledging that negotiated agreements actually are an effective way of addressing teachers’ professional concerns and acknowledging the legitimacy of our positions. Contracts show commitment and that is what is needed. Lip service and promises of consultation won’t work and won’t resolve the issues simply because there can be no assurances, and at this stage we clearly need those. Pat Clarke is director of the BCTF’s Professional and Social Issues Division.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media last tweet "" @ - 12:00am Follow @ last post "" facebook/ - Jan 1st Like Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=24173,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > October 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 2, October 2011   Twitter feed fuels nasty news over Terry Fox Run 2011  By Nancy Knickerbocker   September 15: The day began with a call from the CKNW newsroom. “We’re getting word that as part of the job action, teachers won’t participate in the Terry Fox run.” “Really? Where are you hearing this?” “It’s all over Twitter,” said the reporter, citing the following tweet from @macleankay: “BCTF now refusing to raise $ for Terry Fox Run. Still ‘all about the kids,’ of course, just not the ones with cancer.” Wow, cheap shot! One that was immediately retweeted by @Jeff_Melland and @BCMusings. “Terry Fox run latest casualty in BC teachers’ dispute” was the headline on CKNW’s website and Twitter feed. Soon Global TV, with its 100,000 nightly viewers, was on the phone wanting to know just what was up with the teachers’ strike and the run. BCTF President Susan Lambert responded to Global and numerous other media, talking about how teachers have always been the backbone of the run, teaching generations of children about Terry Fox’s heroic life and legacy, and providing countless hours of volunteer time outside of class participating in the annual runs. This summer, she explained, the BCTF had been in contact with the BC and Yukon director for the Terry Fox Foundation, to ensure job action would not impact the 2011 run. The Foundation sent a letter to all the schools that signed up, clarifying that teachers would still be organizing the runs, but it would be up to parents or administrators to collect the cash. Meanwhile, in damage control mode, @BCTF tweeted and retweeted the real story: “Rubbish! Fox Found’n & BCTF agreed on full participation by teachers & schools. Admin have to collect the $.” “Again, NOT true. BC teachers are organising runs in agreement w/ Terry Fox Sun that admin or parents collect $.” Still, that nasty little tweet was clearly intended to spark a news story that would hurt the BCTF. So where did this come from? It turned out the source was none other than the BC Liberal caucus communications department! Kay Maclean, the initial tweeter, is a communications officer for the BC Liberal caucus. Jeff Melland and Thomas Marshall (aka BCMusings) both followed up with swift re-tweets, and both are also communications officers for the BC Liberal caucus. Geoff Sharpe, president of the BC Young Liberals, also chimed in with an ungrammatical reminder that folks “definitely need to remember that teachers doesnt equal BCTF. I know many who cannot stand the org[anization].” Once the source of the story was known, a call from Susan Lambert to Education Minister George Abbott’s office quickly resulted in apologetic tweets from the unethical hacks: “Mea culpa: happy to hear from BCTF indeed helping w/ Terry Fox Run. Sorry for any offence. TF’s legacy transcends political divides,” they said. Yes, Terry Fox’s legacy does indeed transcend political divides. So why did BC Liberal caucus communicators think it would be acceptable to play politics with the very people who put so much heart into teaching about Terry Fox and who raise over 60% of the funds in BC? The apology was accepted, but everyone knew the damage had already been done.   Nancy Knickerbocker, BCTF media relations officer   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/IssuesInEducation.aspx?id=10720,BCTF > Education Funding  	BCTF > Issues in Education  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Issues in Education > Education Finance Education Funding Adequate, stable funding that covers all costs associated with the delivery of fair and equitable education is essential to maintaining quality public education. How education is financed is key to both quality and equity. Education Funding 2014—What’s in it for public schools? (Excerpt from May/June 2014 Teacher Newsmagazine) Education funding falls short Countering statements in the Ministry of Education Factsheet on education funding (Aug 2014) Challenging the ministry myth of “unaffordability” (Aug 2014) Budget 2014—What’s in it for public schools? More budget shortfalls, and ongoing cuts to educational services (Research report, April 2014)   The Numbers Tell the Story (PowerPoint slideshow, revised Feb 2013) Note: BCTF Research conducts ongoing analysis of education finance data on topics such as the provincial budget, district operating grants, the Learning Improvement Fund, and international tuition fees. For BCTF Research reports on education funding see bctf.ca/publications.aspx?id=5630#Edfunding.  Funding briefs An analysis of education funding issues followed by recommendations to government are detailed in our annual Education Funding Briefs. The briefs are available in PDF format. 2013  2012  2011  2010  2009  2008  2007  2006  2003  2002  2001  2000  1999  1998  Presentations by the BCTF and Locals to the Select Standing Committee on Finance and Government Services The Blues transcripts are published each day and our page will be updated as more locals make their respective presentations to the committee. BC Teachers’ Federation (Sept 20, 2013) New Westminster Teachers’ Union (Sept 23, 2013) Kootenay Columbia Teachers’ Union (Oct 1, 2013) Peace River South Teachers' Association (Oct 7, 2013) Provincial budget (2005 to 2009) Each February the Finance Minister announces the education budget for the next three years. An analysis of this years' budget shows that education funding will not keep pace with inflation. 2009   2007    2006  2005    Ministry finance links General funding policy  Funding Allocation system  District Financial Accountability  District Revenue and Expenditure Tables  Capital funding  Articles Trades training and transformation touted: Ministry priorities for 2013–14, according to the Service Plan by Larry Kuehn (Mar 2013) How province erased $22 million in school funds by John Malcolmson. The Tyee, Mar 13, 2007. Missing—teaching and learning: An analysis of the Ministry of Education 2006/07 Annual Service Plan Report   About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7888,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 3, November/December 2004 Lord Roberts School multicultural mural by Catherine Charnell The south-facing wall of Lord Roberts Elementary School, on Bidwell Street, in Vancouver’s West End, which was previously targeted by graffiti, is now a multicultural mural. The mural project involved students from Kindergarten to Grade 7. The mural project represents the extremely multicultural student population of Lord Roberts Elementary School. Forty-three countries and 37 languages from around the world are represented by the student population. Many students speak more than one language; some, three or more. Lord Roberts Elementary School is in the heart of Vancouver’s West End. On the students’ doorstep are Stanley Park and English Bay. Many students live close to the school; multiethnic Davie and Denman streets are their reference points. Some students live in Vancouver’s Coal Harbour, a newly developed area of Vancouver along the south shore of Burrard Inlet. Their neighbours include the Bayshore Inn and the Vancouver Rowing Club to the west and the PanPacific Hotel to the east. Until recently, students attending Lord Roberts came from as far away as Yaletown, also a newly developed area of downtown Vancouver, built on the Expo 86 lands. Elementary students who live in Yaletown now attend a new school named Elsie Roy Elementary School; secondary students attend King George Secondary School. Teachers were invited to direct their students to submit designs that would depict the students’ cultures. Once the drawings were received from the student body, a committee looked over the drawings and chose 11 intermediate students to be on a design team. The design-team students worked with artist-in-residence Richard Tetrault to incorporate into the mural drawings from the entire student body. The design team consisted of Mandy Behnia, Lydia Chou, Erika and Julia Cottrell, Neil Goltiano, Angela Hu, Michelle Jaramillo, Alexandra Kolesnikova, Yan Marquez Lobik, Marimo Miyamoto, and Andrea Vukobrat. Most of the Grade 7 students who worked on the project have gone on to study at King George Secondary, located on the corner of Barclay and Denman. The project began with a proposal for an artist-in-residence grant from the Vancouver School Board. First Baptist Church, of Vancouver, provided additional funding, and Cloverdale Paint generously discounted several cans of paint for the project. Richard Tetrault, an experienced mural painter, was chosen for the project. His murals are visible throughout Vancouver, in community centres, housing developments, banks, and schools. Tetrault has explored various dimensions of collaboration while working with groups including Arts in Action, a Vancouver-based public art group, post-butoh Kokoro Dance, and schools. In 1998, Tetrault was artist co-ordinator for the community-based Walls of Change, a six-month project designed to give the community of the Downtown Eastside of Vancouver an opportunity to express both its uniqueness and its concerns. Other mural locations include The Jim Green Residence, Carnegie Centre, The Four Corners Bank, Ray Cam, Strathcona and Britannia Community Centres, The Four Sisters’ Co-operative, and Keefer Street Overpass. Once the design was agreed upon by all involved, the work went quickly and smoothly. The weather in May co-operated, and the community of Lord Roberts School came together to create a work of art that represents involvement, validation, respect, and inclusion of all cultures. Care was taken by the design team to keep the images as close as possible to the children’s original drawings. Students could immediately identify their designs on the mural. The statements by the students and parent volunteers speak volumes in describing what the project meant for them. An intermediate student, Julia Cottrell, said she felt honoured after it was finished and that every time she looks at it she feels great. Her twin sister, Erika, said that she was "delighted to be involved and loved to feel the stroke of the brush." What was important to Angela Hu was seeing the excitement and happiness in her parents’ eyes when they saw the mural. Several parents helped with the painting of the mural, and what they had to say was touching and poignant. Kelly Jogpal said, "When I was painting the mural, it was a nice feeling, seeing the students and parents working together to make the community come together as one! It is beautiful to see what a community can do when they come together." Also, in the words of another parent, Marija Igic Antonijevic, "It is beautiful because it is something that comes from the heart." Catherine Charnell teaches at Lord Roberts Elementary School, Vancouver. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/01/superintendent-of-greater-victoria.html?showComment0751326602096601,Staffroom Confidential: Superintendent of Greater Victoria received 10% wage increase Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Sunday, January 8, 2012 Superintendent of Greater Victoria received 10% wage increase The Public Service Employers' Council (PSEC) recently released the public disclosure of executive compensation for school districts. This comes shortly after we learned in the media that the Greater Victoria Board of Education secretly renewed the contracts of both the Superintendent and the Secretary Treasurer at the last meeting before the November elections when a new Board came into office. You can find the public disclosure here: http://www.pssg.gov.bc.ca/psec/disclosuredocs/sddisclosures11/sd61_11.pdf Given the government's steadfast insistence that teacher do not deserve to even keep up with inflation, never mind catch up with our colleagues in the rest of Canada, it is interesting to see the 10% wage increase (over one year) for our Superintendent. In 2009/10, Superintendent John Gaiptman received a base salary of $158, 711. In 2010/11 he received a base salary of $175, 073. This is an increase of $16, 362, or just above 10%. There is some complicated formula relating to averages across BC, but I was interested to read that although Greater Victoria ranks 7th in size, the Superitendent's salary and benefits rank 4th in BC. (See: http://www.langleytimes.com/news/136677488.html) In addition to this base salary, he receives another $32, 730 in benefits. Much of this is pension, but there are some other items included, such as "all reasonable expenses" for professional development, a home computer,  a professional association dues. He also gets a membership to a Health Club. Let's compare this to teachers in Greater Victoria. We received a 2% increase between 2009/10 and 2010/11 and we received a 0% increase this fall. (I don't know what Mr. Gaiptman received this fall, as the disclosure from PSEC comes at the end of the year). Teachers in Greater Victoria receive $87 per year for professional development - a number that has not changed since 1992. We have to pay our professional dues ourselves. We do not get a membership to a Health Club. For most teachers, in "category 5" with 5 years of university education, the starting salary is $48, 626 and after ten years of full time experience, the top salary is $74, 353. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 6:11 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 9 comments: AnonymousJanuary 8, 2012 at 6:30 PM And what does a superintendent do that is worth this much. And there are even worse examples where there are a number of them earning $200k+ and have cars as perks. What?ReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 8, 2012 at 8:03 PM A health club? Students are falling between the cracks and the superintendent gets a membership to take care of himself? What about meeting the needs of students in his school district?ReplyDelete KamloopsEdTechJanuary 8, 2012 at 8:15 PM Did you notice that some superintendents didn't take their vacation and instead got paid out up to $15K extra! What a contract. Maybe they should be forced to take or loose out and save the system. It also seems as a way for superintendents to further increase their wages.ReplyDelete LucindaJanuary 9, 2012 at 5:24 PM And his benefits have been re-negotiated since 1993. Teachers have been suffering with antiquated extended health and dental benefits since the last century! When was the last time anyone got a pair of glasses for $150? Yah, I thought so.ReplyDelete chalk_talkerJanuary 13, 2012 at 4:41 PM Tara, a colleague says this is not true and Gaiptman has refused the raise.ReplyDelete chalk_talkerJanuary 13, 2012 at 4:42 PM Tara, a colleague says this is not true and Gaiptman has refused the raise.ReplyDelete Tara EhrckeJanuary 14, 2012 at 9:35 AM No, as per the public disclosure linked to above, this is the correct amount that he was paid last school year. The public disclosure is signed by the chair of the board and the information would be included in the audit. Whoever told you this should check their facts. You can direct them to the public disclosure which is hosted on the government of BC website.ReplyDelete Rob PaynterJanuary 14, 2012 at 8:34 PM For convenience, the public disclosure link is http://www.pssg.gov.bc.ca/psec/disclosure/disclosure10-11.htm One item I found to be rather ironic is that BCPSEA apparently has no problem making use of reference salaries in Ontario, Alberta and Saskatchewan fro Executive positions but dismisses the same references when considering teacher salaries.ReplyDelete Rob PaynterJanuary 14, 2012 at 8:52 PM Hey Tara, just reread and realized you've already posted the link. Sorry. On the plus side, you shouldn't have to wait for PSEC to check on current salaries. According to the Public Sector Employers Act, executive contracts are public documents and must be available either on the employer's website or in hard copy at the employer's office for public review.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ▼  January (13) How to reduce income inequality BC Schools: A decade of choice, a decade of declin... What is fair and reasonable? Twitter tale - Consultation, Minister Abbott style... Alberta teachers in negotiations BCTF presents reduced set of proposals School boards discuss 'net zero' Will grouping by ability mean re-segregation? BC teachers describe workload issues at bargaining... BC public sector enters 2012 bargaining Superintendent of Greater Victoria received 10% wa... Should BC teachers get a salary increase? Myths & ... A year in review: waking the sleeping giant ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13132,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 1999 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 11, Number 5, March 1999 Exploring Literacy by Janet Amsden On January 27, 1999, National Family Literacy Day, four Vancouver teachers and their three parent partners shared their project, Exploring Literacy: How Teachers and Parents Can Collaborate To Support Early Literacy, with supporters and the media on location at Queen Alexandra School. Observers saw parents from many cultural backgrounds enjoying books with their children for the final 20 minutes of the school's four Kindergarten classes. The books were read in many languages, as eager children decoded words and illustrations with their parents. The scene moved BCTF President Kit Krieger to recall his experiences as a parent and as a child. Recently, he said, my 21-year-old daughter thanked me for reading to her when she was young. Then I remembered the books my parents read to me. Fortunately, it was not too late for me to thank them. Teaching children to read is perhaps the greatest gift we can give, he added, one that can open their minds to the world of knowledge, the love of literature, and life-long learning. In Exploring Literacy, teachers and parents work together to help children learn to read. The co-operative project grew out of the independent research of four teachers, Patricia Porter (Queen Alexandra), Sallie Boschung (Sir James Douglas), Marilou Carrillo (speech and language pathologist for the Vancouver School Board), Nicole Roy (Lord Tennyson), and their collaborators, parents C.C. Duncan, Deborah Fenske, and Polly Jang-Wong. The team pooled their findings, with the support of Charlie Naylor, of the BCTF's Research Department, and published a resource book that contains a wealth of ideas on how schools can work with parents of different ethnic backgrounds to help them improve their children's literacy skills. The team explored the concept of literacy in its broadest sense and recognized that home and school literacies can differ. The exploration resulted in practical suggestions for teaching parents to teach their children to love to read. Parent members of the team contributed to the development of tips and strategies to ensure that teachers and parents can work well together. In the spring, they will be presenting workshops in five locations throughout the province. For information about dates and locations, contact Charlie Naylor, at the BCTF. A copy of the resource book has been sent to each local, and they are also available from the BCTF Lesson Aids Service for $15 (LA 8096). Janet Amsden is an assistant director in the BCTFs Organization Support Division. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/issues/resources.aspx?id=24271,BCTF Teaching to Diversity > Differentiated Instruction  	Untitled Page  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Issues in Education > Inclusive Education > Teaching to Diversity > Differentiated Instruction Differentiated Instruction Differentiated Instruction (DI) overview What is DI? "Differentiated instruction implies a purposeful process for adapting the teaching and learning processes of the classroom to accommodate the needs of all learners" (Murray & Jorgenson, 2007, p. 1). Carol Ann Tomlinson summarizes that "a differentiated classroom provides different avenues to acquiring content, to processing or making sense of ideas, and to developing products so that each student can learn effectively" (Tomlinson, 2001, p. 1). When a teacher tries to teach something to the entire class at the same time, “chances are, one-third of the kids already know it; one-third will get it; and the remaining third won’t. So two-thirds of the children are wasting their time.” - Lilian Katz DI is... • responsive teaching rather than reactive • what students need to demonstrate their knowledge • using pre-assessment as well as ongoing assessment • about providing challenges for all students to optimize learning • about being flexible and allowing for flexible grouping • about supplying multiple resources to accommodate varying levels of ability (i.e. levelled books or levelled graphic organizers) • about getting to know your students better (i.e. interests, skill level, etc.) DI is Not...   • just about grouping or levelling by students' abilities • having 30 IEPs in your classroom • individualizing instruction for every student in your class • everyone needing help all at once • losing control of your classroom • just about providing students with choice   "In a differentiated classroom, the teacher proactively plans and carries out varied approaches to content, process, and product in anticipation of and response to student differences in readiness, interest, and learning needs." (Tomlinson, 2001, p. 7)    Key Principles of a Differentiated Classroom (Tomlinson 1999, p. 48) 1. The teacher is clear about what matters in subject matter. 2. The teacher understands, appreciates, and builds upon student differences. 3. Assessment and instruction are inseparable. 4. The teacher adjusts content, process, and product in response to student readiness, interests, and learning profile. 5. All students participate in respectful work. 6. Students and teachers are collaborators in learning. 7. Goals of a differentiated classroom are maximum growth and individual success. 8. Flexibility is the hallmark of a differentiated classroom. Getting Started • Begin small: Start with one unit or lesson a week and gradually take on more. Start with a unit or topic that is your favourite or you are very familiar with. • Collaborate: Work with another teacher who teaches at the same grade. • Establish and practice routines: Students work better when they understand and can follow the routines & know what is expected of them. • Build a safe and positive environment: Students need to know that they have the support to take risks. • Help students understand themselves as learners: Students can make better choices if they understand what they are good at and what they need to work at.   Further reading Mapping a Route Toward Differentiated Instruction (article comparing 3 classes to gain a better understanding of DI) Although Some Voice Doubts, Advocates Say Differentiated Instruction Can Raise the Bar for All Learners (Mary Anne Hess) Guiding questions to help teachers address all students' needs - A framework to help get you started thinking about Differentiated Instruction  (resource from the Dare to Differentiate wiki) Resources cited:   Murray, M. & Jorgenson, J. (2007). The differentiated math classroom - a guide for teachers K-8. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann. Tomlinson, C. (2001). How to differentiate Instruction in mixed-ability classrooms, 2nd edition. Alexandria, VA: ASCD. Tomlinson, C. (1999). The differentiated classroom - Responding to the needs of all learners. Alexandria, VA: ASCD.   About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=27802,BCTF News Releases  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources   For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development News Release Archives 2014  2013  2012    2011 2010  2009  2008 2007  2006  Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2012 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  August 31, 2012 Teacher-marathoner calls on colleagues to stop taping over gaps in public education  North Vancouver teacher Ian Cunliffe has earned the respect and admiration of colleagues across British Columbia after his unprecedented 22 marathons in 22 days to raise awareness of the underfunding of public education, according to BCTF President Susan Lambert.  She praised Cunliffe upon his return to Vancouver after running and walking almost 1,000 kilometres from the Alberta border to Canada Place in downtown Vancouver.  “Ian’s passion for teaching and his determination to make a difference are inspirational,” Lambert said. “He’s accomplished an unbelievable physical feat, fuelled by his tremendous caring and concern for his students and for public education.”   Cunliffe says that the public school system is being held together by the goodwill of teachers and a lot of duct tape.  “For too long we’ve been trying to cover up the gaps caused by the funding shortfalls, but more and more kids are falling between the cracks,” he said. “So now I’m calling on my colleagues to love and teach their students as always, to work respectfully with their administrators, and to care for the parents and families we serve, but to put down the duct tape.”  The biggest lesson Cunliffe learned during his long journey was that ordinary people can make change if they raise their voices. “If you speak with integrity and from the heart, decent people will meet you half way,” he said. “Use your power, use your voice, but put down the duct tape.”  Cunliffe will complete his marathons for public education today with stops at: 2:00 p.m. Arrive at Broadway and Commercial Drive 3:00 p.m. Arrive at Broadway and Cambie 4:00 p.m. Arrive at Canada Place BCTF President Susan Lambert will join supporters walking and running from Broadway and Cambie to welcome Cunliffe home and thank him for his enormous effort in standing up for BC students. For more information, please contact Nancy Knickerbocker, media relations officer, at 604-340-1959. -  30  - For more information, contact Nancy Knickerbocker, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell). Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12890&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2000 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 12, Number 7, May/June 2000 Changes to the Teachers’ Pension Plan, April 1, 2000 by Karen Harper On April 1, 2000, the Superannuation Commission became the Pension Corporation, a crown corporation servicing all of the family of public sector pension plans. This will be helpful in that the Pension Corporation will be staffed based on the requirements of the pension plans, rather than being affected by government limitations during periods of hiring freezes or layoffs. Thus, service to members from the Pension Corporation should improve. In addition to the Pension Corporation coming into force, a number of changes to the Teachers’ Pension Plan occurred. Leaves of absences: there are now only three categories—maternity, parental, and general. Maternity and Parental are pursuant to the Employment Standards Act covering, therefore, 18 and 12 weeks of time respectively, requiring only single contributions to purchase, and have a maximum of three years of time purchasable. The general category now permits the purchase of up to 50 months of pensionable service during a career at double employee contributions plus interest. The three categories cannot exceed 8 years of service between them (these are Revenue Canada limitations for registered pension plans). In the area of reinstatement, there is no longer a deadline of December 31, 2000 to reinstate. Reinstatement can occur at any time up to retirement. However, from a financial perspective it is far better to reinstate as soon as possible rather than to delay. The longer one waits, the more costly the reinstatement will be. In addition, for those who qualify to reinstate under the “old” or “refund rate” rules, the return to work period is now 2 years, or 20 months of contributory service, rather than the former 10 years of 100 months of contributory service. For those who in the past worked less than half time, were not contributors, and did not waive in writing their right to contribute, they are now able to purchase the service at current costs—that is employee and employer costs on today’s salary. This will help many members, usually women, who returned to work part-time after the birth of their children, and did not contribute to the Teachers’ Pension Plan and are ineligible for the Child Rearing Drop-out Credit as they were working. No one should apply for this until at least the fall of 2000 due to backlogs at the Pension Corporation. To protect members of the plan from increasing costs due to delayed applications, any application during the next 18 months will have the salary frozen as at June 30, 2000. If the non-contributor would be eligible under the arrears provision rather than the purchase of service provision, interest will similarly be capped as at June 30, 2000 during the 18 month window. The calculation of the early retirement reduction has been amended to leave a larger lifetime pension (after age 65) by reducing the bridge benefit the same percentage as the total pension. For example, under the old calculation, a pension of $2,500 reduced by 15% at age 55 left $2,125 to age 65, reducing to $1,575 thereafter. On the new method of calculation, the pension is still $2,125 to age 65, but will be $1,657 after age 65, an improvement of $82 per month in lifetime income. Under the Public Sector Pension Plans Act, the British Columbia Teachers’ Federation can enter into negotiations regarding a jointly trusteed pension plan. As the AGM was advised, government requested that such negotiations commence, and the AGM approved. The BCTF will be keeping you apprised of the negotiations as they are ongoing, and would strongly encourage you to attend the meetings that will be held in each local in the fall should an agreement be reached. These meetings will provide you with information and answer your questions so that you can vote on the commencement of a jointly trusteed pension plan. Karen Harper, formerly BCTF staffperson responsible for pensions, now vice-president of Policy and Plan Management as at May 1, 2000 at the new Pension Corporation.)
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(20141007,www.huffingtonpost.com,http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/03/17/james-murdoch-sothebys-board_n_1355221.html,James Murdoch To Step Down From Sotheby's Board View mobile site October 7, 2014 Huffpost Media Edition: U.S. Show/Hide Brasil BR Canada CA Deutschland DE España ES France FR Italia IT 日本 (Japan) JP 한국 (Korea) KR Maghreb MG United Kingdom UK United States US Follow Newsletters Get MediaNewsletters Email address Enter Email Address Huffington Post Search Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search iOS app Android app More Log in Create Account Notifications 0 $USERNAME Profile Settings Logout FRONT PAGE Politics Colorado Governor: Legalizing Marijuana Was 'Reckless' 502 Court Rejects Appeal On South Carolina Redistricting 483 Reporter Asked Mark Pryor Whether Obama Is Doing Enough On Ebola. It Wasn't Pretty. 0 60 Percent Of Americans Soon Will Live In States With Marriage Equality 536 Supreme Court Rejects Gay Marriage Appeals From 5 States 937 Go to Politics More in Politics Pollster Politics Blog Off The Bus Election Maps Pollster You Might Also Like WorldPost Green Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Business Walmart And Whole Foods Are Slowly Killing Traditional Supermarkets 124 The North And South Are Seriously Divided When It Comes To Fast Food 23 Chase Bank Refuses To Admit How Many People Were Actually Hacked 29 Here's The Letter Calling On Mark Zuckerberg To Help 'Servant'-Like Bus Drivers 27 You Can Now Get Health Insurance At Walmart 53 Go to Business More in Business Small Biz Money You Might Also Like WorldPost Tech Media Arts Sports Weird News Smarter Ideas Urban Progress Entertainment Kris Jenner Opens Up About The Late Robert Kardashian 6 Blake Lively Is Pregnant! 30 Mariah Carey Proves She's Not Lip-Synching 42 Is This Where George Clooney And Amal Alamuddin Honeymooned? 7 Pregnant Kelly Rowland Poses Topless In Black And White Photo Shoot 2 Go to Entertainment More in Entertainment Celebrity TV You Might Also Like Comedy Arts Books Food Style Weird News Moviefone Tech Facebook Possibly Planning A Secret New Use For Messenger, Leaked Screenshots Reveal 11 You're Using Your Sunglasses All Wrong 8 Hewlett-Packard Plans To Break Into Two Companies 77 Go to Tech More in Tech TEDWeekends Social Media You Might Also Like Small Biz Green Science NY SF Smarter Ideas TechCrunch Engadget TV Well, We Didn't See This Doctor Who Monster Coming 23 Go to TV More in TV TV Replay TV Recaps TV Spoilers Maureen Ryan You Might Also Like Celebrity Media Comedy Arts Books Arts The Glamorous History Of Pin-Up Like You've Never Seen It Before 3 1 Here Are A Bunch Of F*cking Delightful Artsy Cat Photos. You're Welcome. 3 This Is What It Really Looks Like To Be A Modern Day Nun 8 New Animation-Inspired Art Show Will Make You Yearn For Saturday Morning Cartoons 0 Go to Arts More in Arts Painting Film Design Photography Theater Architecture You Might Also Like Books NY Los Angeles Books Can You Solve J.K. Rowling's Twitter Riddle? 85 Print Books Are Still Outselling Ebooks, Despite Dire Expectations 39 The Surprising Reason Why Reading REALLY Matters 3 Jane Austen Gives You The Life Advice You've Always Needed 0 Kurt Vonnegut's Advice For High Schoolers Is Advice For Us All 0 Go to Books More in Books Book Club Libraries In Crisis You Might Also Like Arts Food Education Media Recipes Black Voices Latino Voices Religion Comedy will.i.am Turns Jimmy Fallon's 'Ew!' Into Solid Gold 30 32 Hilarious Haunted House Reactions Caught On Camera 18 Yep, The Police Can LEGALLY Do That 146 And Here's Why Cats Make Absolutely No Sense 12 Seinfeld Uses Ad Award Speech To Mercilessly Mock Advertising Execs 41 Go to Comedy More in Comedy Funny Videos Comedy Club Political Humor Original Video Crossing The Line You Might Also Like Entertainment TV Weird News College Arts Style Kylie Jenner Has A New Hair Line, All By Herself 0 The Easy Fall Haircut That Works For Everyone 0 8 Things Your Friends Really Need To Chill About 17 10 Totally Terrifying Halloween Nail Art Ideas 0 Amp Up Your Knuckle Rings With French Fries And Sushi 8 Go to Style More in Style The Beauty Page Fashion Trends Celebrity Style You Might Also Like Home Women Parents Weddings Travel Divorce Post 50 Taste If Japan Is Eating Fried Maple Leaves, Why Aren't We? 10 The World's 18 Best Food Cities, Ranked 14 The Official Cronut Recipe From Dominique Ansel IS HERE 10 Call Off The Search, The Cutest Donuts In The World Have Been Found 0 8 Things You Never Knew About Ron Popeil, The Greatest Inventor Of All Time 6 Go to Taste More in Taste Recipes Baking Entertaining Healthy Eating Taste Tests Thanksgiving You Might Also Like Food Healthy Living Travel OWN HuffPost Live Next Ferguson & The Threat Of State Violence Next SCOTUS To Rule On Prisoner's Beard Tomorrow 'Felony' Star Jai Courtney LIVE Tomorrow Author & Therapist Linda Carroll LIVE Tomorrow Macy Gray LIVE Go to Huffpost Live All Sections News Politics WorldPost Business Small Business Money Media Sports Education Crime Weird News Good News Entertainment Entertainment Celebrity Comedy Arts & Culture Books TV Life & Style Healthy Living GPS for the Soul Style Home Taste Weddings Travel Parents Divorce Huff/Post 50 Marlo Thomas OWN Dr. Phil Tech & Science Tech Science Green Code Voices Women Black Voices Latino Voices Voces (en español) Gay Voices Religion College Teen Impact Local Chicago DC Denver Detroit Hawaii Los Angeles Miami New York San Francisco Our Mobile Apps: iOS Android HuffPost Live (iOS) GPS For The Soul (iOS) GPS For The Soul (Android) Media Eat The Press Calderone: The Backstory Third Metric Fox News Freaks Out Over Obama Dig 2014-10-03 08:50:50 CNN's Chris Cuomo Says Reza Aslan's 'Tone' Shows Why People Are 'Fearful' Of Islam 2014-10-03 14:00:27 Turner Broadcasting To Undergo Major Layoffs 2014-10-06 16:45:53 New York Times Editorial Board Backs Marijuana Initiatives 2014-10-06 10:15:06 This Is Why Live TV Weather Reports Are Still The Best 2014-10-06 14:51:56 Former CNN Employee Alleges Race And Age Discrimination In Wrongful Termination Suit 2014-10-07 10:22:39 Politico Promotes Blake Hounshell, Reveals New Website In Staff Meeting 2014-10-07 15:06:51 Politico Sees Big Money In Expanding Its Labor Coverage 2014-10-06 18:58:41 Bloomberg Politics Is Doing Error Pages So, So Right 2014-10-06 16:20:02 Iran Frees Journalist On Bail 2014-10-06 04:46:02 Yep, The Police Can LEGALLY Do That 2014-10-06 11:55:55 Previous Story Next Story James Murdoch To Step Down From Sotheby's Board Posted: 03/17/2012 7:02 am EDT Updated: 05/17/2012 5:12 am EDT Share Tweet 0 Email Comment tumblr stumble reddit LONDON (AP) — News Corp. executive James Murdoch, under pressure over his role in Britain's tabloid phone hacking scandal, is stepping down from the board of Sotheby's, the auction house has said. In a filing to the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission on Friday, the auctioneer said Murdoch had decided not to stand for re-election at Sotheby's May 8 annual meeting in order to focus on his role as News Corp.'s deputy chief operating officer. The auctioneer said Murdoch had been "a valued member of the Sotheby's board." "Sotheby's will seek to find opportunities to continue to engage with Mr. Murdoch in the areas of his expertise," it said. Murdoch, the younger son of media mogul Rupert Murdoch, has been shedding posts to concentrate on his role in his father's television business as News Corp. struggles to shake off the phone-hacking furor. Last month he quit as chairman of News International, News Corp.'s British newspaper division. He also has resigned from the board of drug maker GlaxoSmithKline PLC. James Murdoch has repeatedly denied knowing about widespread phone hacking at the now-shuttered News of the World tabloid, though his account has been contradicted by former associates. In a letter to British lawmakers this week, James Murdoch acknowledged that he could have done more to get to grips with wrongdoing at the newspaper, but insisted he had been misled and given "false assurances" by subordinates. Rupert Murdoch shut down the News of the World in July amid a wave of bad publicity and plummeting advertising revenue due to the hacking revelations. all-related-on-huffpost Close  Phone Hacking/Bribery Scandal Timeline of   March 2002: Days after the disappearance of 13-year old Milly Dowler, British tabloid News of the World began intercepting Dowler's voicemail messages. Police first became aware that the paper was listening to Dowler's messages after it reported that an employment agency had called Dowler about a job vacancy, but didn't take action "partly because their main focus was to find the missing schoolgirl and partly because this was only one example of tabloid misbehaviour," according to the Guardian. A News of the World item about his knee injury lead Prince William to believe that his aides' voicemail messages were being listened to by a third party. Three royal aides also noticed that new voicemails were showing up as old. Months later, the New York Times reported, News of the World editor Clive Goodman wrote a piece about Prince Harry's visit to a strip club that quoted a voice mail message from his brother William word-for-word. Goodman (right) and private investigator Glenn Mulcaire (left) received jail time for intercepting hundreds of voicemail messages meant for royal aides. The pair accessed the voice mailboxes of three aides 609 times, according to BBC News. An earlier search of Mulcaire's home turned up "dozens of notebooks and two computers containing 2,978 complete or partial mobile phone numbers and 91 PIN codes; at least three names of other News of the World journalists; and 30 tape recordings made by Mulcaire," reports the Times, but the pair were only charged for hacking the royal aides. New allegations from the Guardian that NoW paid £1m to suppress evidence of phone hacking prompted Parliament to hold new hearings two years after News International exec Les Hinton (bottom left next to Murdoch) first testified that Goodman was the only person at NoW who knew about the hacking. At the new hearing, Coulson (top left) maintained that he was unaware of phone hacking during his time at NoW. A New York Times piece alleged that phone hacking was pervasive at NoW and Coulson was aware of conversations about the practice, despite denying any knowledge about it. According to the Times: "'Everyone knew,' one longtime reporter said. 'The office cat knew,'" and reporters "described a frantic, sometimes degrading atmosphere in which some reporters openly pursued hacking or other improper tactics to satisfy demanding editors." Coulson stepped down as communications chief, blaming media speculation that he knew about phone hacking during his tenure of NoW. News editor Ian Edmondson was fired after allegations of phone hacking, and new information prompted police to re-open the investigation on NoW. The News of the World admitted its role in phone hacking in a public apology on its website and paper. Former editor Edmondson and reporters James Weatherup and Neville Thurlbeck were arrested on charges of intercepting voicemail messages. Levi Bellfield was found guilty of murdering Milly Dowler, but a second charge that he had attempted to abduct another schoolgirl was abandoned after tabloid publicity made it impossible for the jury to reach a fair verdict. News of the World paid Sienna Miller £100,000 in damages after publishing 11 articles that used private information from her messages in 2005 and 2006, according to the Guardian. Police notified Milly Dowler's family that NoW intercepted and deleted the young woman's voice mail messages, destroying possible evidence in the search for her killer. New evidence also shows that NoW targeted families of London's 7/7 bombings. Andy Coulson, former communications chief to David Cameron and ex-editor of News of the World, was arrested in the investigation on phone hacking at NoW. The News of the World released its final issue after James Murdoch, head of parent company News Corp's operations in Europe, made the decision to shutter the paper. The move was expected to "take some of the heat off immediate allegations about journalistic behavior and phone hacking." Multiple news outlets reported that the Sun and the Sunday Times, also owned by parent company News International, had been hacking the voice mail box and other records of former Prime Minister Gordon Brown for years. The Sunday Times allegedly posed as Brown to obtain his financial records, and the Sun allegedly received details about Brown's son's cystic fibrosis. The revelations mark the first time allegations have targeted News International's other papers. News Corp referred its bid to take over satellite broadcaster BSkyB to the Competition Commission, which will delay the deal by at least six months as the company awaits regulatory clearance. British leaders have called for Murdoch to drop the bid, with Labor Party leader Ed Millibrand calling the deal "untenable" and Liberal Democrat Nick Clegg calling on News Corp to "do the decent and sensible thing." Rupert Murdoch withdrew its $12 billion bid for BSkyB, the largest pay-TV broadcaster in Britain, after the British government withdrew its support the day before. The deal, which would have substantially increased Murdoch's foothold in the British media, appeared like it would sail through until last week. News Corp, which began to seek full ownership of BSkyB in March 2011, will keep its 39% stake in the company. The FBI launched a probe into allegations that News Corp. attempted to hack the phones of September 11 victims after Representative Peter King and other members of Congress wrote to FBI Director Robert Mueller demanding an investigation. Murdoch also agreed give evidence before a parliamentary committee. He had previously said that he was not available to attend the hearing, but relented after receiving a personal summons delivered to him and his son by a deputy sergeant-at-arms. Les Hinton announced his resignation as Dow Jones CEO, and Rebekah Brooks stepped down as chief executive of News International. Brooks presided over the News of the World during the phone hacking of murder victim Milly Dowler, and is scheduled to appear before a parliamentary committee next week. Murdoch also met with Dowler's family to apologize. Brooks was arrested in connection with the scandal, throwing her scheduled appearance before Parliament on Tuesday into serious doubt. In addition, Sir Paul Stephenson, the head of Scotland Yard, resigned his position, becoming the highest-profile public official yet to lose his job because of the scandal. (The Met has itself been plunged into crisis for its lax handling of the scandal and for the corrupt ties police officers developed to News International.) John Yates, assistant commissioner of the British Metropolitan Police, stepped down after the resignation of chief Paul Stephenson the previous night. The scandal has focused on British police for failing to investigate evidence of News of the World's phone hacking activities and for accepting bribes for information from tabloid writers. Yates decided not to reopen the investigation two years ago, saying he did not believe there was new evidence to consider. Rupert Murdoch, son James and former News of the World editor Rebekah Brooks testified in front of a parliamentary committee. All three insisted that they were not aware of phone hacking activities at the tabloid. Rupert Murdoch also made clear that he would not resign. Someone attempted to pie Murdoch in the face with shaving cream. A former editor and a top lawyer for the News of the World accused Murdoch of lying in his testimony that he had no knowledge of phone hacking at the tabloid. The two recall showing him an email between private investigation Glenn Mulcaire and then-reporter Neville Thurlbeck with transcripts of hacked voice messages. The investigation also threatened to spread to other newspapers that were named for using a private investigator to illegally obtain information. The Guardian reported that the News of the World hacked the phone of Sara Payne, the mother of an 8 year old girl who was abducted and killed by a pedophile. The 2000 murder had prompted Rebekah Brooks to launch a campaign for a sex offender's law in Britain now known as "Sarah's Law." The phone that the tabloid hacked may have been one that Brooks personally gave to Payne in the aftermath of the tragedy, which Payne had praised as for helping her "stay in touch with my family, friends and support network." Clive Goodman, a former News of the World reporter, has alleged that there was a massive coverup of phone hacking at the tabloid. He was arrested for phone hacking in 2007, and now claims that former editor Andy Coulson offered to let him keep his job in exchange for saying that he was the only person at the tabloid who hacked phones. The allegations are deeply damaging to Coulson and Rupert and James Murdoch, who have all maintained that they knew nothing about phone hacking. Glenn Mulcaire, the private investigator hired by the News of the World to intercept voicemails, sued News Corp. over the payment of his legal fees. The company had been paying his fees since 2007 when he was found guilty of hacking the phones of aides to the royal family, but recently terminated the arrangement after Rupert and James Murdoch's testimonies in Parliament. Mulcaire himself is the target of dozens of civil lawsuits filed by suspected victims of phone hacking. Glenn Mulcaire has been ordered to release the names of people who ordered him to hack the phones of six public figures. He is due to make the disclosure by the end of next week, as part of actor Steve Coogan's lawsuit against News Group. The revelations threaten to blow the defense presented by News of the World editors, who claim they knew nothing about phone hacking. News breaks that the News of the World hacked even more of Milly Dowler's voicemails than previously assumed. News International is continuing to pay Glenn Mulcaire's legal fees, despite the company's insistence that it would stop. The previous month, the private investigator had released the names of people who ordered him to hack phones, but the names were kept confidential. News International announces the discovery of thousands of new documents related to phone hacking. Milly Dowler's family is slated to receive £3 million in a settlement with News Corp. Neville Thurlbeck, a former News of the World reporter, insists that he is innocent and was unfairly dismissed. His account contrasts News Corp.'s defense, which places Thurlbeck as the single rogue reporter responsible for phone hacking at the News of the World. News International faces a lawsuit from the parent of a 7/7 London bombing victim, among at least 60 other lawsuits. Yet another lawyer has accused News International of misleading Parliament over its knowledge of phone hacking. Julian Pike, a partner of the firm that used to represent the company, said that he saw evidence that there were more journalists involved in phone hacking in 2008. His testimony came after the company signed with a new law firm and Pike was no longer bound by client-attorney privilege. Rupert Murdoch faced angry shareholders at News Corp.'s annual meeting. Shareholder after shareholder vented frustration with the company, and Murdoch struggled to remain calm, losing his temper at one point. James Murdoch has been called back to testify in front of Parliament for the second time on November 10. His testimony will focus on discrepancies in his account, given witnesses who have said that he signed off on phone hacking payouts to Gordon Taylor. Les Hinton, the former CEO of Dow Jones, testified about phone hacking in front of Parliament. The former publisher of the Wall Street Journal, who had previously testified on phone hacking in 2007 and 2009, denied that he misled Parliament in his past testimonies. He resigned in the summer, and was the most senior executive claimed by the scandal. James, Lachlan and Rupert Murdoch were all re-elected to the board of News Corp. despite huge shareholder opposition to their leadership. Their tenure was never in doubt, due to the company's shareholder structure, but the majority of shareholders voted against James and Lachlan. A series of internal News International memos could be damning for James Murdoch, who is set to testify in front of Parliament for the second time next week. One of the documents was prepared for a meeting between James Murdoch and Colin Myler, the former editor who challenged his account of events, and specifically discusses the hacked voice mails. The notes of Julian Pike, then-lawyer for the company, also contain incriminating phrases like "paying them off." James Murdoch testified on phone hacking in Parliament for a second time. The younger Murdoch faced new evidence that he may have been aware of phone hacking at the time of his company's settlement with footballer Gordon Taylor. He maintained his innocence, claiming that he was aware that Taylor had been hacked, but that he was unaware the News of the World had targeted others. Former News of the World reporter Neville Thurlbeck speaks out against News International. He said that he had been trying to warn the company about phone hacking for the past two years -- during which time he said he also collected evidence of the illicit crime at the tabloid. Police seized those materials the same week. Thurlbeck, who had been arrested for phone hacking, continued to maintain his innocence. Former News of the World features editor Paul McMullan gave an explosive and freewheeling testimony about the extent of phone hacking at the British tabloid. He appeared to admit engaging in the criminal activity himself, implicated Rebekah Brooks and Andy Coulson, and hinted that Piers Morgan had a hand in establishing the cutthroat culture where phone hacking eventually became commonplace. Among the crazier things he said were that he loved celebrity car chases before Princess Diana's death, and that "privacy is for paedos" (pedophiles). Glenn Mulcaire was arrested. New emails between James Murdoch, Colin Myler and Tom Crone could be damaging for Murdoch's defense. Murdoch reveals that Myler emailed him in 2008, asking for a meeting about the Gordon Taylor affair. Also attached to the message was a series of emails between Myler and Tom Crone, which referenced phone hacking and Glenn Mulcaire. Piers Morgan testified on phone hacking to the Leveson inquiry. He maintained that he had never hacked a phone or ordered anyone to do so. His testimony grew a bit heated after he refused to describe the circumstances under which he had heard one of Paul McCartney's voicemails to Heather Mills. Jude Law was one of 37 victims of phone hacking who received cash payouts from News Corp. It was the largest group of settlements announced in the scandal thus far. Fifteen of the deals amounted to about $1 million. Law was one of sixty people who sued the company alleging that their phones had been hacked. The Financial Times reported that the launch of News International's forthcoming publication -- a Sunday version of The Sun -- was pushed back due to arrests at another one of the company's properties. Rupert Murdoch denied the report on Twitter. Four journalists at the Sun were arrested on charges of bribing the police. Hell is breaking loose for Rupert Murdoch's empire again -- this time, for illegal payments from journalists to members of the police. Five employees at the Sun, and three civil servants were arrested on Saturday. Sources said that Murdoch plans to continue to publish the paper, and that he will be traveling to London to meet with staff members. The trip had been reportedly planned before the arrests occurred. Picture shows an arrangement of copies of The Sun newspaper front pages on February 13, 2012. Rupert Murdoch's British tabloid The Sun condemned police raids against its journalists as a 'witch-hunt' worthy of former communist states, and won rare support from rival newspapers. AFP PHOTO / LEON NEAL (Photo credit should read LEON NEAL/AFP/Getty Images) News Corporation Chief Rupert Murdoch leaves his London home, on February 17, 2012. Rupert Murdoch said on February 17 he will launch a Sunday version of his top-selling British tabloid The Sun 'very soon', as he sought to boost morale among staff left angry and hurt by a wave of arrests. AFP PHOTO / JUSTIN TALLIS (Photo credit should read JUSTIN TALLIS/AFP/Getty Images) News Corporation Chief Rupert Murdoch holds up a copy of the newly launched 'The Sun on Sunday' newspaper as he leaves his London home on February 26, 2012. Rupert Murdoch's Sun on Sunday tabloid hit news stands on Sunday, replacing the defunct News of the World with a pledge to meet high ethical standards after a 'challenging' chapter in its history. AFP PHOTO/CARL COURT (Photo credit should read CARL COURT/AFP/Getty Images) British police gave former News of the World editor Rebekah Brooks a retired police horse to look after, it was confirmed on Feb. 28. The Metropolitan Police insisted it was not a gift horse. They said it was loaned to Brooks under a program that allows people to care for retired service animals. James Murdoch steps down as the executive chairman of News International. He weathered speculation that he would resign for months since News Corp.'s phone hacking scandal broke in July 2011. He is resigning amidst continued allegations of phone hacking, and new explosive charges of bribery at the Sun. Rebekah Brooks, former chief executive of News International, and her husband Charlie were arrested along with four other people. The arrests were made on "suspicion of conspiracy to pervert the course of justice." James Murdoch expressed 'great and real regret' over phone hacking in a new letter to Parliament. Former News International chairman James Murdoch adjusts his tie as he arrives at the High Court to give evidence to The Leveson Inquiry on April 24, 2012 in London, England. This phase of the inquiry into the culture, practice and ethics of the press in the United Kingdom is looking at the owners of various media groups. Rupert Murdoch, owner of News Corp, will give evidence tomorrow. (Photo by Peter Macdiarmid/Getty Images) News Corp Chief Rupert Murdoch (L) and wife Wendi Deng (R) are driven away from the High Court in central London on April 26, 2012 after Rupert Murdoch's second and final day of giving evidence at the Leveson Inquiry. Rupert Murdoch admitted on April 26 there was a 'cover-up' over phone hacking at Britain's News of the World tabloid but tried to shift the blame away from himself and senior executives at his media empire. AFP PHOTO / JUSTIN TALLIS (Photo credit should read JUSTIN TALLIS/AFP/GettyImages) The parliamentary committee investigating press ethics delivered its major report on phone hacking, declaring Rupert Murdoch "not a fit person" to run a major company like News Corp. The committee issued the verdict based on Murdoch's handling of the phone hacking scandal, alleging that the CEO "turned a blind eye and exhibited willful blindness to what was going on in his companies and publications." It was announced that Rebekah Brooks will face criminal charges over phone hacking. The Crown Prosecution Service said that Brooks "conspired with her husband, Charles Brooks, and others to pervert the course of justice." She was charged along with five others. Andy Coulson, former communications director for Prime Minister Cameron, was arrested and charged with perjury in a trial involving the News of the World. British Culture Secretary Jeremy Hunt testified to the Leveson Inquiry. Hunt, who was tasked with making a decision on Rupert Murdoch's bid for BSkyB, came under pressure to resign after new evidence of his close ties to Murdoch surfaced. News Corp.'s lobbyist sent hundreds of texts, emails and calls to Hunt's office about the bid, and Hunt also sent texts to James Murdoch indicating his support for the takeover. Under pressure to limit contagion from the British phone hacking scandal, Rupert Murdoch's News Corp. announced it is splitting into two publicly traded companies. The Wall Street Journal, News Corp.'s flagship newspaper, reported late Monday that the company is considering the separation of the newspaper and book publishing businesses from the entertainment arm, which includes Fox News Channel, broadcast TV network and 20th Century Fox movie studio. The media conglomerate did not specify Tuesday which businesses each company would contain. (AP Photo/Mark Lennihan, File)  Share  Tweet  ✖ Advertisement Share this ✖ close Current Slide More: News Corp James Murdoch Phone Hacking Phone Hacking News Corp Phone Hacking News Corp. James Murdoch News International Phone Hacking Scandal James Murdoch AP James Murdoch Boards Suggest a correction Around the Web James Murdoch leaving board of Sotheby's - National Business ... James Murdoch leaving board of Sotheby's - Yahoo! News James Murdoch leaving board of Sotheby's - CBS News James Murdoch to leave Sotheby's board | Reuters James Murdoch to leave Sotheby's board | Reuters James Murdoch leaving board of Sotheby's - St. Louis Post-Dispatch James Murdoch to quit Sotheby's board - FT.com James Murdoch to quit Sotheby's board‎ - Business News - Business ... Sotheby's - Board of Directors and Committees Suggested For You FOLLOW HUFFPOST Email Email Address Options The Morning Email Media Get top stories and blog posts emailed to me each day.. Facebook HuffPost Media Twitter HuffPost Follow Media Follow Google Plus HuffPost Media RSS Most Popular on HuffPost Latest News Media All RSS / Feeds Phone Available on the App Store Android App on Google Play Get it at Blackberry App World David Muir and Team Celebrate Ratings Victory If It’s Tuesday, It’s Debate Night for Sunday Hosts Happy 18th Birthday Fox News Channel TVNewser Kaley Cuoco Shows Off Her Tennis Skills 7 Racy Shows to Watch While You Wait For '50 Shades of Grey' Movie Will Christian Bale Ever Play Batman Again? Crowd Ignite » Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search Advertise Log In Make HuffPost your Home Page RSS Careers FAQ User Agreement Privacy Comment Policy About Us About Our Ads Contact Us Copyright ©2014 TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. "The Huffington Post" is a registered trademark of TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. All rights reserved. Part of HuffPost Business - AOL Money & Finance Use this form to alert a HuffPost editor about a factual or typographical error in this story. Notify message * Required * * * What kind of error is this? Choose an option Factual or typographical Comment moderation problem Rights and permissions Other * What is the correction? 0 count Describe the error here (1,000 character limit) * Type the words below so we know you are not a cyborg Sign me up for The Morning Email Thank you!)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/AdvocacyAndAction.aspx?id=12402&printPage=true,BCTF > If it isn’t broken, why fix it?  	BCTF Action and Advocacy  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Advocacy and Action > The Government Record If it isn’t broken, why fix it? “Last week was a wonderful celebration of excellence in B.C.’s education system, and we should all be extremely proud of the work that goes on in our classrooms. B.C. students are among the best in the world. On a 2003 international test for 15-year-olds, no country performed better than B.C. in math and reading. And only Alberta scored higher than B.C. on the 2004 Student Achievement Indicators Program science tests for 13- and 16-year-old students.” Education Minister Bond, Education Report, Issue #24, Week of April 2-6, 2007 Kim Howland, President of the B.C. Confederation of Parent Advisory Councils. “It’s encouraging to see that B.C.’s education system is up there, amongst the best in the world. That means our children are being taught by one of the best public education systems available.” www.bccanadaplace.gov.bc.ca, B.C. students top of international class Tuesday, April 10, 2007 “We have one of the best education systems of any jurisdiction in the world. If you look at the international assessments that are done for 15-year-olds in the school system—and there’s a standardized test that’s done in country after country around the world—what that shows is that those 15-year-olds in British Columbia score better than any other jurisdiction in the world in the areas of math and reading skills.” Colin Hansen, Minister of Economic Development, Hansard, March 1, 2007 “We already know that B.C. has one of the best education systems in the world, and there is good reason to be proud of that. British Columbia currently has a record school completion rate of 79 per cent, and on the most recent international test of 15-year-olds (Programme for International Student Assessment), no one outperformed B.C. students in math and reading — and only Finland and Japan outperformed B.C. in science. British Columbia students also scored higher in 10 subjects on 2004/05 provincial exams, compared to the previous year.” Message from the Minister and Accountability Statement, Hon. S. Bond, June 30, 2006 “Our education system is already one of the best in the world.” Message from the Minister and Accountability Statement, Hon. S. Bond, June 30, 2006 “Teachers are, quite rightly, proud and passionate about the tremendous work they do in classrooms across our province,” said Taylor. Finance Minister Taylor, news release, June 30, 2006 “I have visited schools across this province in neighbourhoods that have many vulnerable children in them. They are spectacular. They are led by educational leaders and teachers who are phenomenal.” Hon. S. Bond, Hansard, March 29, 2006 “I’ve visited hundreds of classrooms around the province and I am always impressed by the excellent students, teachers and programs,” said Education Minister Shirley Bond. News release, March 26, Office of Premier, Education Minister “The amazing thing as I travel from school to school and classroom to classroom…. The work that is done every day in British Columbia classrooms is absolutely phenomenal. We have a teaching staff that is not rivaled anywhere.” Hon. S. Bond, Education Minister, Hansard, March 2, 2006 “We already know that B.C. has one of the best education systems in the world, and there is good reason to be proud of that.” Message from Minister and Accountability Statement, Hon. S. Bond, February 2006 “Our education system is already one of the best in the world.” Message from the Minister and Accountability Statement, Hon. S. Bond, Ministry of Education, August 31, 2005 “School completion rates are at record levels, including the percentage of Aboriginal students completing school last year.” Message from Minister and Accountability Statement, Hon. T. Christensen, February 15, 2005 “B.C. is home to the best schools, teachers and students anywhere, and they all contribute to one of the best education systems in the world,” said Campbell. Premier Campbell, bcliberals.com, 2005 If it isn’t broken, why fix it?)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=14964,BCTF News Releases  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources   For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development News Release Archives 2014  2013  2012    2011 2010  2009  2008 2007  2006  Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2008 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE January 24, 2008 Teachers host provincial conference: “Equity and Inclusion” This week the British Columbia Teachers’ Federation will bring together hundreds of teachers, parents, students, trustees, and MLAs in their annual public education conference entitled Equity and Inclusion. “We believe every child has the right to a free, quality public education, yet we know there are still obstacles and barriers for some of our students,” says Irene Lanzinger, president of the British Columbia Teachers’ Federation.  “Our goal in this conference is to reaffirm the principles of equity and inclusion in BC’s public schools, and to build support to ensure every student has an equal opportunity to succeed.” The conference will begin at 7:00 p.m., January 25, 2008, with keynote speakers Doug Player, retired superintendent of schools, and Kit Krieger, retired teacher leader, both from West Vancouver.  On Saturday morning the opening plenary will feature a presentation on the recently released report on special education in Langley and will feature inquiry panel members: Mike Suddaby, Nadene Guiltner, and Dr. Shirley McBride. The Federation hosts a parent and teacher from every district throughout the province and invites MLAs and education partner groups, including BC School Trustees Association, BC Principals’ and Vice Principals’ Association, and BC Confederation of Parent Advisory Councils.  Participants will share experiences and discuss obstacles to realizing the goal of equity and inclusion in our public schools. Workshops on Saturday include: Poverty and Homelessness as a barrier to inclusion; Where are the gifted?; Parents and teachers working together to remove barriers to successful inclusion; Money matters, a review of education finances in BC; and Teaching over thunder and lightening—making an educational commitment to our indigenous children in foster cares. The Simon Fraser Elementary Peace Choir will open the plenary on Friday evening, and the Vancouver Technical Secondary Jazz Combo will entertain participants at the social following the evening session. The conference will be held at the Fairmont Hotel Vancouver, 900 West Georgia Street, Vancouver, January 25–26, 2008.  A complete list of the workshops and the conference program can be found at: http://www.bctf.ca/publicedconference2008.aspx. -  30  - For more information, contact Kathleen MacKinnon, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell). Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/francais/NouvellesFECB.aspx?id=30073&printPage=true,Nouvelles de la FECB Vol. 18, No. 10, 24 avril 2013  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Français > Nouvelles de la FECB       Volume 18, Numéro 10, 24 avril 2013  Dans ce numéro:   Votez   On a besoin de vous durant la campagne électorale   Exprimez-vous contre les attaques faites aux syndicats   Les négociations sont suspendues jusqu'à après les élections du mois de mai    En attente!   Le développement des programmes d’étude dans un contexte de changement   Vote étudiant/Student vote atteint des records d’inscriptions   Mise à jour du portail des membres    APS : adhésion maintenant disponible en ligne   Les améliorations de l’indemnisation des salaires (SIP) pour invalidité de long terme et la réduction de la redevance au 1er juillet   Le projet de mentorat pour nouveaux enseignants   Votez!  Êtes-vous inscrit? Assurez-vous que vous êtes inscrit pour aller voter. Il est encore temps: Visitez le site Elections BC où vous pouvez vous inscrire en ligne. Le vote anticipé   Le vote anticipé commence le mercredi 8 mai, et se poursuit au cours des trois jours suivants, se terminant le samedi 11 mai 2013. Les heures de vote ces jours là s'étalent entre 8h du matin et 8 h du soir. Pour ceux qui ne seraient pas en mesure de voter par anticipation, il est prévu un vote par correspondance et un vote dans le bureau de la circonscription entre le16 avril et le 14 mai. Le jour du vote  Le scrutin se déroule le mardi 14 mai entre 8h du matin et 8 heure du soir (heure du Pacifique).  On a besoin de vous durant la campagne électorale  Les enseignants peuvent faire la différence. La démocratie repose sur le bénévolat. Chaque candidat a besoin d'aide. Offrez un peu de votre temps au candidat que vous soutenez.  Exprimez-vous contre les attaques faites aux syndicats  Face à la lutte acharnée contre les syndicats, à laquelle se livre l'aile droite néo-libérale, l'Institut Broadbent, a publié un rapport convaincant montrant les raisons pour lesquelles les syndicats sont nécessaires à une économie forte, ainsi qu’à l’égalité et à la stabilité dans les communautés. Le rapport (en anglais) peut être consulté à l'adresse suivante: “Union Communities, Healthy Communities”   Les négociations sont suspendues jusqu'à après les élections du mois de mai  Dans la semaine qui a précédé le début de la campagne électorale provinciale, l'équipe de négociation provinciale de la FECB s'est réunie trois fois avec des représentants de la BCPSEA. Lisez le dernier rapport de la Table des négociations sur le portail MyBCTF. La négociation à la table provinciale a été suspendue jusqu’à après l’élection du 14 mai. Les négociations locales, elles, se poursuivent.  En attente !  Nouvelle vidéo! Les enseignants présents à l'AGA font passer leur message à Christy Clark. Le 18 mars 2013, 700 enseignants ont formé une grande ligne à l'extérieur du bureau du cabinet de Christy Clark à Vancouver pour lui faire savoir quels services leurs élèves attendaient. Tournée au cours de l'assemblée générale annuelle, la vidéo met en scène des enseignants défendant les intérêts de leurs élèves avant les élections provinciales du 14 mai.  Le développement des programmes d’étude dans un contexte de changement  Le samedi 6 Avril 2013, le BCTF a accueilli le forum de la FECB: développement des programmes d'études dans un contexte de changement, afin de participer aux équipes de développement du curriculum provincial du ministère de l’éducation. Il ya 62 représentants BCTF sélectionnés à travers toute la province participant à huit et et le Comité permanent sur le curriculum provincial. Les équipes de développement  du curriculum couvrent les domaines suivants Éducation artistique Anglais Français première langue L'immersion française Santé et éducation physique Mathématiques Sciences Sciences humaines Ces membres représentent également les niveaux M-10 dans les domaines du programme d'études en cours de refonte. Les objectifs du forum étaient les suivants: rencontrer tous les représentants afin d’échanger des points de vue sur la tâche collective d’élaboration des programmes dans un contexte de changement. explorer les attentes, le processus, le rôle et les responsabilités des représentants avec ses collègues, la profession et le syndicat, et identifier comment la Fédération peut vous aider. examiner les initiatives de changement du ministère et discuter des grandes implications pour les apprenants et les enseignants, y compris les questions concernant la convention collective. participer à l'élaboration de l'analyse de la position et à la politique de la Fédération, en matière de curriculum, de changement en éducation et de l'avenir de l'éducation en Colombie-Britannique. La journée a été conçue de manière à être interactive et informative pour les représentants, leur permettant de discuter des espoirs quant aux programmes d'études, des possibilités et de leurs préoccupations, tout en acquérant une meilleure connaissance des contexte tels que la négociation. Les enseignants ont réfléchi sur les rôles et les responsabilités, les enjeux, les conséquences, les opportunités et les problèmes potentiels associés à une telle élaboration des programmes à grande échelle. Tous les participants ont été invités à poursuivre les discussions avec leurs groupes de travail, ainsi qu’avec les autres participants, via des listes d'adresses électroniques. Ils ont également été encouragés à travailler au sein de leurs syndicats locaux et des APS afin engager plus d'enseignants dans le processus. En outre, le service de recherche et d'information de la FECB a créé un wiki avec des ressources qui pourraient être d'intérêt et d’utilité pour les représentants. Cette ressource est également disponible pour les syndicats et peut être trouvée ici. Les représentants ont travaillé dans leurs groupes de programmes, ainsi que dans les groupes de programmes mixtes. Au cours des séances plénières, la présidente de la FECB Mme Susan Lambert a prononcé le discours d'ouverture, et le premier vice-président Mr Jim Iker a parlé des implications possibles pour la convention collective. Mme Joanna Larson, représentante du Comité exécutif du Comité permanent sur le curriculum provincial, s'est adressé à l'Assemblée sur les questions d’ensemble, de sorte le travail sur les programmes en cours de développement soit fait en gardant à l esprit une certaine conscience du contexte de négociation et que les représentants de la BCTF pourraient également envisager des questions telles que l'autonomie, la diversité et la justice sociale. Le deuxième vice-président Mr Glen Hansman a tenu le discours de clôture. Une équipe du personnel de la FECB est en train d'examiner la contribution des participants, et rédigera un rapport plus détaillé qui sera communiqué à tous les syndicats locaux.  Vote Étudiant/Student vote atteint des records d’inscriptions Vote étudiant/Student vote signale une réponse écrasante de 714 écoles inscrites, battant le record précédent de 130 écoles. Les écoles peuvent encore s'inscrire avant la date limite du 29 avril. Presque chaque circonscription électorale dispose d'une école impliquée dans Vote étudiant /Student vote qui aura lieu le lundi 13 mai. Les résultats seront dévoilés au public et partagés avec les médias le soir des élections, le 14 mai. Consultez la carte des écoles inscrites. Vote Étudiant a également lancé un site portail spécifique à l'élection de la C.-B. Toutes les ressources pédagogiques peuvent être trouvées en ligne. Tout avoir en ligne va permettre aux enseignants de modifier les documents en fonction de leurs besoins, de partager des ressources facilement avec des collègues, et de lancer le programme, dès leur inscription, au lieu d'attendre l'arrivée de leur kit d’inscription. Elections BC s’est joint à Vote Étudiant pour fournir des renseignements généraux et des ressources, y compris une vidéo Pourquoi la jeunesse devrait s’intéresser à la démocratie/Why should youth care…  Vote Étudiant a été adopté par les enseignants de partout au Canada. En 2011, Vote étudiant a rejoint Opération Dialogue pour former CIVIX, un organisme de bienfaisance national. La mission est de faire des jeunes Canadiens, des citoyens impliqués, motivés, et actifs. Grâce à la programmation active dans tout le Canada et la promotion de l'intérêt des étudiants aux élections fédérales et provinciales, CIVIX espère construire une démocratie saine et active inspiré par la pleine participation des jeunes citoyens canadiens. Visitez le site Facebook de Vote étudiant.   Mise à jour du portail des membres  Nouveau sur www.MyBCTF.ca (connectez vous avec votre numéro de membre de la FECB et un mot de passe): Regardez la vidéo de Marc Tremblay, de l’APS English Language Learners, sur la construction de l’adhésion à des APS Votez à notre sondage en ligne: Comment participez-vous aux élections provinciales de mai? Découvrez la page réservée aux membres sur les négociations 2013, avec des mises à jour  sur les négociations provinciales ainsi que les propositions déposées  par la FECB et la CPSEA.  APS : adhésion maintenant disponible en ligne  Vous cherchez à adhérer à une des 33 associations de spécialistes provinciaux de la FECB? Pour la première fois, vous pouvez maintenant vous inscrire ou renouveler votre adhésion en ligne. Nos APS engagent les enseignants dans un développement professionnel précieux et dans le réseautage avec leurs collègues pour échanger des idées sur la recherche, les stratégies d'enseignement, le développement des programmes d'études, et d'autres intérêts communs. Adhérez à une APS dès maintenant.  Les améliorations de l’indemnisation des salaires (SIP) pour invalidité de long terme et la réduction de la redevance au 1er juillet  L'assemblée générale annuelle de la FECB à voté pour améliorer les prestations du Régime d'indemnisation des salaires (SIP) pour les membres en invalidité de longue durée, et pour une diminution de la taxe de 1,63% à 1,57%, soit une économie de 45 $ en moyenne par membre en moyenne. Les nouvelles indemnisations, à compter du 1er juillet 2013, augmenteront en moyenne de 7% et les niveaux de prestations ont été modifiés afin de mieux refléter l'impôt fédéral sur le revenu. Cela est rendu possible parce que les investissements du SIP montrent une forte croissance en continu. La dernière fois que les règles de prestations ont été ajustées remonte à 1992. Le régime d'indemnisation des salaires  de la FECB est un régime  autofinancé d'invalidité pour les membres dont les congés maladie ont expiré. En 2006, la FECB a négocié une indemnité spéciale en plus du salaire mensuel pour aider à couvrir le coût de la SIP. Les autres modifications apportées au règlement des demandes aideront les enseignants à temps partiel qui se trouvent empêchés d’enseigner pour cause d’invalidité. Pour plus d'informations à propos de votre régime d'indemnisation de salaire, suivez ce lien: http://bctf.ca/SalaryAndBenefits.aspx?id=4782   Le projet de mentorat pour nouveaux enseignants  Nous sommes très heureux d'annoncer que le projet de mentorat des nouveaux enseignants, parrainé par la FECB et UBC, a réussi à obtenir un financement permanent du ministère de l'Éducation. Nous sommes ravis de partager le plan pour le développement et la croissance du projet qui s'inscrit dans la foulée du projet pilote lancé cette année dans les trois conseils scolaires de Kamloops Thompson, Kootenay Columbia, et Haida Gwaii. Au cours des cinq prochaines années, l'objectif de croissance et de développement du projet de mentorat des nouveaux enseignants, est de développer, et de renforcer, la qualité et la durabilité des programmes de mentorat et leurs processus, afin de répondre aux différents contextes et cultures scolaires qui existent en Colombie-Britannique. Avec l'engagement et le soutien de certains conseils scolaires et des syndicats locaux, le modèle de mentorat prévoit la mise en œuvre des deux volets du projet. Le premier volet du projet propose offre à chacun des trois conseils scolaires (représentant les différents conseils scolaires : urbains, suburbains et ruraux), sur une période de trois ans, la possibilité de développer et de mettre en œuvre un nouveau programme de mentorat pour leurs enseignants. L’expansion du projet qui inclura trois nouveaux conseils scolaires aura lieu en 2014-15.  Le projet de mentorat est conçu pour les enseignants à la fois nouveaux dans la profession et ceux en transition au sein de la profession en raison de l'évolution de leurs missions. Le soutien du projet permettra de jeter les bases d'un programme de mentorat que le conseil scolaire / syndicat local peut autofinancer grâce à l'organisation et au financement sur le long terme. Les fonds du projet permettent un temps de libération de la salle de classe pour les mentors et ceux qui bénéficient du mentorat afin qu’ils travaillent ensemble sur leurs objectifs individuels de perfectionnement professionnel. Le projet offre également des ateliers de formation de mentors visant à développer les capacités et renforcer les compétences de mentorat, ainsi que des opportunités pour les enseignants déterminés à devenir des enseignants-leaders mentors de travailler avec un facilitateur.  Le deuxième volet du projet propose offrent aux conseils scolaires les compétences et les outils pour renforcer leurs programmes de mentorat en cours. Cette composante doit débuter en 2013-14.  Il y a 29 conseils scolaires en Colombie-Britannique au sein desquels existent une certaine forme de programme de mentorat. Il y a beaucoup à apprendre de ces programmes couronnés de succès. Le coordinateur NTMP va mettre en place un plan, en collaboration, avec les responsables des conseils scolaires / syndicats locaux intéressés à accroître l'efficacité du mentorat au sein de leur programme. Le financement du temps de libération pour le développement professionnel des enseignants, viendra à la fois des fonds du projet et des engagements des conseils scolaires /.syndicats locaux Pour plus d'informations sur le projet de mentorat des nouveaux enseignants, communiquez, s'il vous plaît avec la co-ordinatrice Alison Davies, adavies@bctf.ca, 604-871-1823, (sans frais 1-800-663-9163, poste 1823).        )
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2013_11_01_archive.html,Staffroom Confidential: November 2013 Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Wednesday, November 6, 2013 Is education the key to a middle class life? It is repeated so often in the media, you would think it is true: education is the key to social mobility...to a good job with decent pay and benefits, and all that goes with it. If only it were so. Education has never been a guarantee of social mobility. Yes, there have been periods of time when large numbers of workers were needed in new industries, some requiring new education and training. But it is the jobs that come first, and the education systems plays catch up. Mass industrialization and the move from the farm into industry, services and office jobs necessitated high levels of literacy to provide a viable workforce. Hence the "compulsory" nature of common schools in the latter 19th and early 20th century. When the US and other western nations sought to win the space race and scientific advancement in the post-war period,  the education system was expanded to include mandatory, free secondary level schooling along with highly subsidized university programs. To suggest that more education, in and of itself, leads to better employment is just a logical falsity. Today's deeply indebted graduates are tragically the living proof. The cliche of the PHD grad serving coffee rings true for a reason - it is. Statistics Canada has confirmed this - more than a quarter of all newly created jobs in 2011 and 2012 were in accommodations and food. That education systems actually reinforce class stratification has been extensively studied. Bowles & Gintis (link) produced a landmark analysis in the 1970's of the US education system confirming this. So why is this myth perpetuated, and what should we do about it? Belief in social mobility is one of the key tenets of capitalist liberal democracy. If an individual has the opportunity to work hard, become educated, and thereby improve their lot in life, then the system treats people fairly, so the argument goes. If a particular person doesn't, it is their own fault, not the fault of the system. This reasoning creates an "escape valve" for the anger and frustration of those living in poverty. Just pull up your boots, work harder and get more educated, and life will get better. It also acts to create a scapegoat for others to rationalize why inequality is ok - those people at the bottom don't work hard enough or don't have the skills/knowledge to be valuable contributors. On a more day to day level, for-profit education service providers benefit from more clients. This includes for-profit post-secondary institutions, but also the legion of private sector services like tutoring companies. Banks benefit from the interest paid from massive student loans. Governments can justify the redirection of education resources to those areas of the education system deemed "necessary" for certain jobs (think: skills training), and away from others. Think about all the humanities departments disappearing from universities. Those of us working in an underfunded, increasingly privatized education system can often fall into repeating this myth. It is all too easy and I know I'm guilty myself. But as the necessity of questioning the mass inequality in society increases, we need to be careful that we promote education for the right reasons, rather than perpetuate myths that serve other interests. Education is of tremendous value and everyone who wants to study and learn should be able to. But not because it gets you a good job, but because it enriches us as individuals and as a society. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 2:45 PM 1 comment: Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest Newer Posts Older Posts Home Subscribe to: Posts (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts All Comments Atom All Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ▼  2013 (14) ▼  November (1) Is education the key to a middle class life? ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet ""Everyone laughed when I said I wanted to open a button store" http://t.co/4AVIQWDBfB #smallbiz #entrepreneur" @naomiyamamoto - 06:39pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/rmfaris/status/509146934628864000,Reema Faris on Twitter: "Pls be accurate: $375 million is over 5 yrs. That's $75 mill/yr compared to $300 mill/yr court found kept out of #bced @bcedplan #bcpoli" টুইটার অনুসন্ধান অনুসন্ধান টুইটার খুঁজুন সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ ভাষা : বাংলা. हिन्दी Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন টুইটার-এ নতুন ? আজই যোগদান করুন » সাইন ইন করুন ফোন, ইমেল বা ব্যবহারকারীর নাম পাসওয়ার্ড সাইন ইন আমাকে মনে রাখুন পাসওয়ার্ড ভুলে গেছেন? ইতিমধ্যে আপনি কি টেক্সট বার্তার মাধ্যমে টুইটার ব্যবহার করছেন? BC's Education Plan ‏ @bcedplan ৮ সেপ্টেম্বর Class composition is our number one priority. http://bcparentinfo.ca  #bced pic.twitter.com/zQl4a5HcKQ ফটো দেখুন ছবি লুকান প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট অনুসরণ অনুসরণ করা কর্মসমূহ:অনুসরণ না করা অবরুদ্ধ অবরোধ মুক্ত মুলতুবি বাতিল Reema Faris ‏ @rmfaris ৯ সেপ্টেম্বর Pls be accurate: $375 million is over 5 yrs. That's $75 mill/yr compared to $300 mill/yr court found kept out of #bced @bcedplan #bcpoli প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট পুনঃটুইটগুলি ৬৪ প্রিয় ২৩ ৬:১১ অপরাহ্ণ - ৮ সেপ্টেম্বর, ২০১৪ Pinchy ‏ @Pinchy82 ৯ সেপ্টেম্বর @rmfaris @bcedplan Do you now understand minister of Ed position? E80 doesn't jeopardize the court case, clearly™. Hahaha™ সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Reema Faris ‏ @rmfaris ৯ সেপ্টেম্বর @Pinchy82 You may not believe this, but I do understand E80. I also know that out of court settlements may be less than what plaintiff 1/2 সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Reema Faris ‏ @rmfaris ৯ সেপ্টেম্বর @Pinchy82 2/2 is entitled to, but they're often agreed to because of other factors which add value. সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Sheri Souch ‏ @SheriSouch ৯ সেপ্টেম্বর @rmfaris @Pinchy82 sorry to barge in on convo, but can a maj gov't change the school act CS caps? সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Pinchy ‏ @Pinchy82 ৯ সেপ্টেম্বর @rmfaris Yeah the Ts I've talked to seem to understand this aspect & want it all behind them. Both sides do IMO. Who's going to take lead? সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Reema Faris ‏ @rmfaris ৯ সেপ্টেম্বর @SheriSouch @Pinchy82 Yes. Cld be push back after such legislatn proposed & cld be chged prior 2 final adoption, but tuf 2 do. 1 prob 1/2 সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Reema Faris ‏ @rmfaris ৯ সেপ্টেম্বর @SheriSouch @Pinchy82 2/2 w E80. What I've asked is are there other options? For eg, go w 22-24-30 but keep in CA. Or go w 22-24-28? Or ... সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Reema Faris ‏ @rmfaris ৯ সেপ্টেম্বর @Pinchy82 That, Sir Pinchy, is the question! সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Sheri Souch ‏ @SheriSouch ৯ সেপ্টেম্বর @rmfaris @Pinchy82 interesting that E80 also suggests BA for CS even though PSEC has a policy against this. সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Reema Faris ‏ @rmfaris ৯ সেপ্টেম্বর @SheriSouch @Pinchy82 Only after the fact, when other processes have failed, & on a specific scope. সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Pinchy ‏ @Pinchy82 ৯ সেপ্টেম্বর @rmfaris @SheriSouch There's a reason Y unions demand language in agreements. You not only should consult with Ts, you must, its in CBA. সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Sheri Souch ‏ @SheriSouch ৯ সেপ্টেম্বর @rmfaris @Pinchy82 "ceilings" are important IMO. Only logical that the higher the "ceiling", the higher the supports (Lif) should b. সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Sheri Souch ‏ @SheriSouch ৯ সেপ্টেম্বর @rmfaris @Pinchy82 Hmmm. Sound familiar? :) সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Reema Faris ‏ @rmfaris ৯ সেপ্টেম্বর @Pinchy82 @SheriSouch I know. সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Reema Faris ‏ @rmfaris ৯ সেপ্টেম্বর @SheriSouch @Pinchy82 Vaguely. :-) সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Sheri Souch ‏ @SheriSouch ৯ সেপ্টেম্বর @Pinchy82 @rmfaris the word "current" when speaking of CS in School Act sounds my alarm bells. (E80) সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Reema Faris ‏ @rmfaris ৯ সেপ্টেম্বর @SheriSouch @Pinchy82 Tried to talk about challenges here: http://reemafaris.com/2014/05/23/ratios-ranges-and-caps-in-education/ … Ceilings one approach; are there others? সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Pinchy ‏ @Pinchy82 ৯ সেপ্টেম্বর @rmfaris @SheriSouch The sky is blue, banana phones don't actually work & Pinchy can't stop being right. Hahaha™ kidding. সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Reema Faris থেকে কোন আপডেট মিস্ করবেন না © 2014 টুইটার সম্বন্ধে সহায়তা বিজ্ঞপ্তি তথ্য বন্ধ মিডিয়াটিকে চিহ্নিত করুন এটি ইতিমধ্যে সংবেদনশীল কন্টেন্ট ধারণকারী হিসাবে চিহ্নিত হয়েছে। পতাকা তুলুন এটি সম্ভাব্যরূপে অবৈধ বিষয়বস্তুর ধারণকারী হিসেবে। সমর্পণ করা বাতিল মিডিয়াকে চিহ্নিত করা সম্পর্কে আরো জানুন খারিজ বন্ধ পূর্ববর্তী পরবর্তী বন্ধ একজন ব্যক্তির প্রোফাইলে যান সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ বন্ধ আপনার অনুসরণকারীদের এই পুনঃটুইটটি পাঠাবেন? বাতিল পুনঃটুইট বন্ধ আপনি কি নিশ্চিত যে এই টুইট মুছে দিতে চান? বাতিল মুছে ফেলুন বন্ধ রোধ করন বাতিল রোধ করন আপনার টুইটসমুহে একটি অবস্থান যুক্ত করুন যখন একটি অবস্থানের সঙ্গে আপনার টুইট করেন, টুইটার সেই অবস্থান সংরক্ষণ করে। প্রত্যেক টুইটের আগে আপনি আপনার অবস্থান চালু / বন্ধ করতে পারেন, এবং যে কোনও সময় আপনি আপনার অবস্থানের ইতিহাস মুছে ফেলতে পারেন। আরো জানুন অবস্থান চালু করুন এখন নয় স্থান বন্ধ করুন বন্ধ প্রোফাইল সারসংক্ষেপ বন্ধ আপনার তালিকাসমূহ বন্ধ একটি নতুন তালিকা তৈরি করুন নাম তালিকা বিবরণ 100 অক্ষরের কম, ঐচ্ছিক তালিকাসমূহ:গোপনীয়তা সাধারণ · যে কেউ এই তালিকা অনুসরণ করতে পারেন ব্যক্তিগত · শুধুমাত্র আপনিই এই তালিকায় প্রবেশ করতে পারবেন তালিকা সংরক্ষণ করুন বন্ধ বন্ধ এই টুইট স্থাপিত কর আপনার নীচের ওয়েবসাইটে কোডটি অনুলিপি দ্বারা এই টুইট যোগ করুন * আরও জানুন হুম, সার্ভারে পৌঁছনোর একটি সমস্যা ছিল। পরে আবার চেষ্টা করবেন? প্রকৃত টুইট অন্তর্ভুক্ত করুন অন্তর্ভুক্ত মিডিয়া প্রাকদর্শন বন্ধ টুইটারে নিবন্ধন করুন টুইটারে নেই? নিবন্ধন করুন, আপনির পছন্দের বিষয়গুলির সাথে যুক্ত হন, এবং তাদের বিষয়ে হালনাগাদ পান। একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন » বন্ধ দুটি উপায় (প্রেরণ এবং গ্রহণ) শর্ট কোড: দেশ কোড গ্রাহকদের জন্য মার্কিন যুক্তরাষ্ট্র 40404 (যে কোন) কানাডা 21212 (যে কোন) যুক্তরাজ্য 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM হাইতি 40404 Digicel, Voila আয়ারল্যান্ড 51210 Vodafone, O2 ভারত 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance ইন্দোনেশিয়া 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » অন্য দেশসমুহের এসএসএস সংক্ষিপ্ত কোড দেখুন বন্ধ নিশ্চিতকরণ)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/LocalWebsites.aspx,BCTF > Local websites  	About us  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > About Us > Locals Local Websites  Local No. Name Local 01 Fernie District Teachers' Association (FDTA) Local 02 Cranbrook District Teachers' Association (CDTA) Local 03 Kimberley Teachers' Association (KTA) Local 04 Windermere Teachers' Association (WTA) Local 10  Arrow Lakes Teachers' Association (ALTA) Local 18 Golden Teachers' Association (GTA) Local 20  Kootenay Columbia Teachers' Union (KCTU) Local 22  Vernon Teachers' Association (VTA) Local 23  Central Okanagan Teachers' Association (CTA) Local 27  Cariboo-Chilcotin Teachers' Association (CCTA) Local 28  Quesnel District Teachers' Association (QDTA) Local 31  Nicola Valley Teachers' Union (NVTU) Local 33  Chilliwack Teachers' Association Local 34  Abbotsford District Teachers' Association (ADTA) Local 35  Langley Teachers' Association (LTA) Local 36  Surrey Teachers' Association (STA) Local 37  Delta Teachers' Association (DTA) Local 39-1  Vancouver Elementary School Teachers' Association (VESTA) Local 39-2  Vancouver Secondary Teachers' Association (VSTA) Local 40  New Westminster Teachers' Union (NWTU) Local 41  Burnaby Teachers' Association (BTA) Local 42  Maple Ridge Teachers' Association (MRTA)   Local 43  Coquitlam Teachers' Association (CTA) Local 44  North Vancouver Teachers' Association (NVTA) Local 45  West Vancouver Teachers' Association (WVTA) Local 46  Sunshine Coast Teachers' Association (SCTA) Local 48  Sea to Sky Teachers' Association (SSTA) Local 50  Haida Gwaii Teachers' Association (HGTA) Local 52  Prince Rupert District Teachers' Union (PRDTU) Local 56  Nechako Teachers' Union (NTU) Local 57  Prince George District Teachers' Association (PGDTA) Local 59  Peace River South Teachers' Association (PRSTA) Local 61  Greater Victoria Teachers' Association (GVTA) Local 62  Sooke Teachers' Association (STA) Local 63  Saanich Teachers' Association (STA) Local 64  Gulf Island Teachers' Association (GITA) Local 65  Cowichan District Teachers' Association (CDTA) Local 66  Lake Cowichan Teachers' Association (LCTA) (inactive)  Local 67  Okanagan Skaha Teachers' Union (OSTU) Local 68  Nanaimo District Teachers' Association (NDTA) Local 69  Mount Arrowsmith Teachers' Association (MATA) Local 70-1  Alberni District Teachers' Union (ADTU) Local 71  Comox District Teachers' Association (CDTA) Local 72  Campbell River District Teachers' Association (CRDTA) Local 73  Kamloops Thompson Teachers' Association (KTTA) Local 74  Gold Trail Teachers' Association (GTTA) Local 75  Mission Teachers' Union (MTU) Local 78  Fraser Cascade Teachers' Association (FCTA) Local 83  North Okanagan-Shuswap TA (NOSTA) Local 84  Vancouver Island West Teachers' Union Local 85  Vancouver Island North Teachers' Association Local 86-1  Creston Valley Teachers' Association Local 88-1  Terrace District Teachers' Union Local 93  Syndicat enseignant.e.s. programme francophone (SEPF) Information for Local website managers. About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/bctf/status/481863808483205120,BCTF on Twitter: "Jim Iker live now at http://t.co/nfo7sWm6BG #bced #bcpoli" Twitter Search query Search Twitter Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Language: English Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Have an account? Sign in New to Twitter? Join Today » Sign In Phone, email or username Password Sign in Remember me Forgot password? Already using Twitter via text message? Follow Following Unfollow Blocked Unblock Pending Cancel BCTF ‏ @bctf Jun 25 Jim Iker live now at http://new.livestream.com/BCTF/June252014  #bced #bcpoli Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Retweets 5 Favorite 1 11:17 AM - 25 Jun 2014 Natalie Fabry ‏ @nattybtorgurl Jun 25 @bctf well done Iker for having the patience to respond (repeatedly) to reporter's question. Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Don’t miss any updates from BCTF © 2014 Twitter About Help Ads info Close Flag this media This has already been marked as containing sensitive content. Flag this as containing potentially illegal content. Submit Cancel Learn more about flagging media Dismiss Close Previous Next Close Go to a person's profile Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Close Retweet this to your followers? Cancel Retweet Close Are you sure you want to delete this Tweet? Cancel Delete Close Block Cancel Block Add a location to your Tweets When you tweet with a location, Twitter stores that location. You can switch location on/off before each Tweet and always have the option to delete your location history. Learn more Turn location on Not now Turn off location Close Profile summary Close Your lists Close Create a new list List name Description Under 100 characters, optional Privacy Public · Anyone can follow this list Private · Only you can access this list Save list Close Close Embed this Tweet Add this Tweet to your website by copying the code below. Learn more Hmm, there was a problem reaching the server. Try again? Include parent Tweet Include media Preview Close Sign up for Twitter Not on Twitter? Sign up, tune into the things you care about, and get updates as they happen. Have an account? Sign in » Close Two-way (sending and receiving) short codes: Country Code For customers of United States 40404 (any) Canada 21212 (any) United Kingdom 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM Haiti 40404 Digicel, Voila Ireland 51210 Vodafone, O2 India 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Indonesia 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » See SMS short codes for other countries Close Confirmation)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141007,www.reddit.com,http://www.reddit.com/r/iOSProgramming,iOS Programming jump to content my subreddits announcementsArtAskRedditaskscienceawwblogbookscreepydataisbeautifulDIYDocumentariesEarthPornexplainlikeimfiveFitnessfoodfunnyFuturologygadgetsgamingGetMotivatedgifshistoryIAmAInternetIsBeautifulJokesLifeProTipslistentothismildlyinterestingmoviesMusicnewsnosleepnottheonionOldSchoolCoolpersonalfinancephilosophyphotoshopbattlespicsscienceShowerthoughtsspacesportstelevisiontifutodayilearnedTwoXChromosomesUpliftingNewsvideosworldnewsWritingPromptsedit subscriptions front -all -random |  nottheonion -todayilearned -OldSchoolCool -personalfinance -EarthPorn -pics -food -AskReddit -news -Documentaries -videos -Futurology -history -DIY -movies -worldnews -mildlyinteresting -Showerthoughts -funny -books -creepy -Jokes -space -dataisbeautiful -gifs -gaming -gadgets -Fitness -television -Art -photoshopbattles -tifu -listentothis -askscience -aww -UpliftingNews -LifeProTips -GetMotivated -nosleep -explainlikeimfive -Music -philosophy -science -InternetIsBeautiful -WritingPrompts -TwoXChromosomes -sports -IAmAmore » reddit.com iOSProgramming hot new rising controversial top gilded promoted want to join? login or register in seconds| English limit my search to /r/iOSProgramming use the following search parameters to narrow your results: subreddit:subreddit find submissions in "subreddit" author:username find submissions by "username" site:example.com find submissions from "example.com" url:text search for "text" in url selftext:text search for "text" in self post contents self:yes (or self:no) include (or exclude) self posts nsfw:yes (or nsfw:no) include (or exclude) results marked as NSFW e.g. subreddit:aww site:imgur.com dog see the search faq for details. advanced search: by author, subreddit... remember mereset password login Submit a new link Submit a new text post iOSProgrammingsubscribeunsubscribe14,157 readers ~21 users here now A subreddit to share articles, code samples, open source projects and anything relating to iOS. There is an extensive FAQ for beginners. Please browse it first before asking questions that are answered there. If you are looking to get started (iOS programming in general or some specific area), here are more relevant links for you: Objective-C primer if you are new to the language and CocoaTouch frameworks. The Swift Programming Language also available as an iBook - new Apple's programming language for writing iOS and OS X applications; CoreData programming guide URL Loading System There is also dedicated subreddit for learning Objective-C: /r/learnobjectivec There's too many to list them all, however here's a convenient link to all programming guides at apple.com Take note that this list is live and based on most frequent questions in posts will be updated with "quicklinks". created by cruffenacha community for 3 years message the moderators MODERATORS cruffenach brandontreb Dacvak bmeckel eimantas AutoModerator reddit is a platform for internet communities where your votes shape what the world is talking about.learn more › what's this? This sponsored link is an advertisement generated with our self-serve advertisement tool. Use of this tool is open to all members of reddit.com, and for as little as $5.00 you can advertise in this area. Get started › This area shows new and upcoming links. Vote on links here to help them become popular, and click the forwards and backwards buttons to view more. Enter a keyword or topic to discover new subreddits around your interests. Be specific! You can access this tool at any time on the /subreddits/ page. 1 14 15 16 4 Apps in 4 Weeks - Learn Swift (fork2.com) submitted 6 hours ago by hayeah comment sharecancel loading... 2 2 3 4 Easiest way to make a label a clickable Hyperlink? (self.iOSProgramming) submitted 6 hours ago by lanylover 6 comments sharecancel loading... 3 • • • xCode vs. Xamarin (self.iOSProgramming) submitted 53 minutes ago by caoimghgin 1 comment sharecancel loading... 4 • • • Will Apple add Siri functionality to 3rd party apps soon? (self.iOSProgramming) submitted 1 hour ago by SliceGash 1 comment sharecancel loading... 5 0 1 2 I have an Individual developer account. Is it legal to split revenue with someone? (self.iOSProgramming) submitted 2 hours ago by youfuckmymother 2 comments sharecancel loading... 6 2 3 4 Apps on app store for potential employers? (self.iOSProgramming) submitted 8 hours ago by LifeBeginsAt10kRPM 10 comments sharecancel loading... 7 9 10 11 @weakify(self) vs __weak typeof(self)weakSelf = self (aceontech.com) submitted 15 hours ago by ThePantsThief 10 comments sharecancel loading... 8 26 27 28 My adventure of posting app trailers to iTunes Connect (self.iOSProgramming) submitted 1 day ago by NemoidStudio 11 comments sharecancel loading... 9 0 1 2 Core Data - Empty UITableView sections created with NSFetchedResultsController - StackOverflow question (stackoverflow.com) submitted 7 hours ago by Siriss85 1 comment sharecancel loading... 10 0 1 2 I am trying to add a calendar with events into my app, any ideas? (self.iOSProgramming) submitted 14 hours ago by do-you-even-code 4 comments sharecancel loading... 11 9 10 11 Learnings from building a Today View Extension in iOS 8 (medium.com) submitted 1 day ago by jstart comment sharecancel loading... 12 1 2 3 {Help} Xcode sometimes taking up 100% of my cpu (self.iOSProgramming) submitted 21 hours ago by St00pkid24 5 comments sharecancel loading... 13 0 0 1 Stack Overflow VS Reddit. (self.iOSProgramming) submitted 18 hours ago by mikedoise 4 comments sharecancel loading... 14 0 1 2 No pressure, Mon! Handling low memory conditions in iOS and Mavericks (newosxbook.com) submitted 19 hours ago by quellish 2 comments sharecancel loading... 15 4 5 6 What are some great methods and styles in making a great iOS app icon? (self.iOSProgramming) submitted 1 day ago by mikedoise 6 comments sharecancel loading... 16 2 3 4 Detect clap or loud noise... (self.iOSProgramming) submitted 1 day ago by napolux 3 comments sharecancel loading... 17 1 2 3 UIViewControllerAnimatedTransitioning vs custom UIStoryboardSegue (self.iOSProgramming) submitted 1 day ago by mrgermy 2 comments sharecancel loading... 18 3 4 5 Working on a client's app. Setup my code signing identity in Xcode so I could run the app on my iPhone. Will this cause any problems for other team members, git, etc? (self.iOSProgramming) submitted 1 day ago by nsocean 4 comments sharecancel loading... 19 2 3 4 Late 2008 macbook air for development (self.iOSProgramming) submitted 1 day ago by demdatdoe 12 comments sharecancel loading... 20 0 1 2 Book suggestions for creating interfaces programmatically (self.iOSProgramming) submitted 23 hours ago by VulcansHammer 8 comments sharecancel loading... 21 2 3 4 How can I get a reference to a presented view controller from the navigation controller that presented it? (self.iOSProgramming) submitted 1 day ago by ThePantsThief 2 comments sharecancel loading... 22 0 1 2 When memory is low, which view controllers have didRecieveMemoryWarning called upon them? (self.iOSProgramming) submitted 23 hours ago * by ThePantsThief 3 comments sharecancel loading... 23 0 1 2 Went to renew my membership and I was forced to renew both Mac and iOS at the same time. (self.iOSProgramming) submitted 23 hours ago * by Kasuist 2 comments sharecancel loading... 24 2 3 4 Working with JWTs in iOS is finally easier! (github.com) submitted 1 day ago by mgonto 3 comments sharecancel loading... 25 1 2 3 How should I store file metadata? CoreData? (self.iOSProgramming) submitted 1 day ago by Wayne_Skylar 1 comment sharecancel loading... view more: next › about blog about team source code advertise jobs help wiki FAQ reddiquette rules contact us tools mobile firefox extension chrome extension buttons widget <3 reddit gold store redditgifts reddit AMA app reddit.tv radio reddit Use of this site constitutes acceptance of our User Agreement and Privacy Policy. © 2014 reddit inc. All rights reserved. REDDIT and the ALIEN Logo are registered trademarks of reddit inc. close this window you'll need to login or register to do that create a new account all it takes is a username and password privacy philosophy we limit data collected about you and your use of the platform, your personal information is never for sale, we use and disclose information to prevent people from abusing the platform, but we never disclose it for any other reason unless required by law. for more information, see our privacy policy. username:try anotheravailable! account recovery email:  (optional)we only send email at your request password: verify password: remember me create account is it really that easy? only one way to find out... login already have an account and just want to login? username: password: remember me recover password login close this window interface language English [en]العربية [ar]Беларуская мова [be]български език [bg]Bosanski [bs]català [ca]česky [cs]dansk [da]Deutsch [de]Ελληνικά [el]English (Australia) [en-au]English (Canadian) [en-ca]English (Great Britain) [en-gb]English [en-us]Esperanto [eo]español [es]español [es-ar]eesti keel [et]Euskara [eu]فارسی [fa]suomi [fi]français [fr]Gàidhlig [gd]עברית [he]मानक हिन्दी [hi]hrvatski [hr]Magyar [hu]Հայերեն լեզու [hy]Bahasa Indonesia [id]íslenska [is] (*)italiano (Italy) [it]日本語 [ja]ಕನ್ನಡ [kn_IN]한국어 [ko]Latin [la]1337 [leet]LOL [lol]lietuvių kalba [lt]latviešu valoda [lv]Nederlands [nl]Nynorsk [nn]Norsk [no]Arrrrrrrr! [pir]polski [pl]português [pt] (*)português [pt-pt]português brasileiro [pt_BR]română [ro]русский [ru]slovenčina [sk]slovenščina [sl]српски језик [sr]Srpski [sr-la]Svenska [sv]தமிழ் [ta]ภาษาไทย [th]Türkçe [tr]українська мова [uk]Tiếng Việt [vi]中文 [zh] (*) incomplete volunteer to translate π Rendered by PID 10266 on app-294 at 2014-10-07 21:49:38.084353+00:00 running ba6f5e0 country code: US.)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=27131,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 24, Number 7, May/June 2012 UK teachers take on the government By Anne Guthrie Warman In late March of this year I visited England where I lived and worked for 16 years and immersed myself briefly in the issues and challenges faced by British teachers under the current coalition government lead by Conservative David Cameron. Most of the cabinet members in this government are old Etonians (the name given to graduates of the most exclusive and expensive private school in the English-speaking world—Eton (the school that both Princes William and Harry attended). Therefore most of this government have never set foot in a state school and are personal millionaires. Unsurprisingly then one of the first acts of this coalition (Conservative and Liberal Democrats) was to cut the top tax rate from 50 to 45% with a view to bringing it down to 40%. (Very similar to the first thing our own governing liberals did when Gordon Campbell was first elected.) Teachers in England are facing very similar attacks particularly on salary, pension, and conditions of service to those we in BC are currently experiencing. For British teachers, 2012 will be remembered for a race to the bottom in pensions and pay and conditions of service for teachers. Currently the move is to have teachers work far longer before they can collect their full pension. The National Union of Teachers is suggesting that it could be as late as age 68 or 69. Additionally, like us, they have had a wage freeze and the unions are fighting that as well. One significant difference from BC is that teachers in the UK do not need to belong to a union to teach. The two largest unions, the National Union of Teachers (NUT) and the National Association of School Masters and the Union of Women Teachers (NASUWT) represent about 500,000 teachers. Teachers in the UK also face a huge, unrealistic, and punitive accountability agenda. Some readers may be familiar with the dreaded Ofsted, the top heavy and intrusive national Inspectorate who come in to schools on a three-year cycle (they review 20,000 schools each year) and is viewed by teachers in NUT and NASUWT as consistently denigrating teachers and schools causing fear and demoralization among teachers and heads alike. (Sadly, one of the architects of this so-called educational reform was our own Michael Fullan, Emeritus Professor of Education at Ontario Institute for Studies in Education.) A few years ago when I visited England, I was struck by a headline that said that two head teachers of schools in inner-city areas in Liverpool and Birmingham had committed suicide after a poor Ofsted report. The other major government initiative is to turn schools into so-called academies. Academies can be secondary or primary schools, but the primary option was only added by the current government and so far there are not a large number. The earliest academies were “failing” schools (i.e., poor Ofsted assessments, poor performance as measured by national tests, and exam scores) and established, often with additional and welcome funding for new buildings and equipment. Under the coalition government, successful schools are being offered/pressured into becoming academies. The problem here is that academy schools have the freedom to set their own admission criteria and thus introduce selection by the back door. It’s a very different picture from the academies replacing failing schools in deprived areas. Primary schools are now being “encouraged” to take up academy status. The rhetoric is wonderful doublethink: local authorities interfere too much in education (but they were forced to implement central government policy with regard to curriculum, etc.). So let’s free schools from the dead hand of the local authority (read local school boards) and run them directly from Whitehall. That cuts out anyone with local knowledge of demographics, buildings, etc. Free Schools are much more a gimmick than a serious new kind of school and are a further weakening of the local education authority. The Tories claim that state education is inadequate and fails able but poor children. The idea is that parents and other local interest groups can set up schools and run them much better than the state system. The threat is to an appropriately balanced intake in local schools. A socio-economic analysis would argue that Free Schools allow aspiring middle-class parents (or other interest groups) to open their “own” schools and run them in their own neighbourhoods in their own way—and enjoy state funding where otherwise they might have gone private and had to pay. They will be outside LEAs and receive start-up funds as well as recurrent funding. This sounds very much like the charter school movement so beloved of neo-liberal governments here in North America. The big question relating to academies and free schools are first how “free” or “independent of the state” will they be after the initial start-up period? Once the LEA has disappeared, schools will be dependent for funds on central government (perhaps the plan all along) and therefore subject to whim and fashion, not to mention inconsistent and inequitable funding. Michael Gove, the minister of state for education, called teachers and their unions who raise questions about the wisdom of this unseemly rush to the creation of these academies and free schools “enemies of promise and people who are happy with failure.” This rhetoric starts to sound very familiar to us. Both large unions had their National Conferences (AGMs) while I was in London. Both voted on a series of rotating strikes between now and the end of the year and into the fall. Teachers intend to bar inspectors from their classrooms and/or refuse to teach when the Ofsted inspectors turn up. Teachers would also fail to provide exam marks—the results of which like our FSAs and Grade 10–12 high stakes exams are used to make judgments about schools in league tables. In another jaw-dropping story in one of the English papers it also suggested that students were being recruited by management to “spy” on teachers. The General Secretary of the NUT reported that in some schools students are taken out of classes to be given a kind of informal Ofsted training to report on their teachers. This includes forms with tick boxes for these young putative inspectors to judge the teacher on things like engagement, fairness, etc., and includes the hoary old device of a star and a wish. The accountability agenda also extends to reading tests for five-year-olds in what is called Year 1 (our Kindergarten). These children will be required to read 40 words to check their understanding of the “phonics system” and odder still they would read 20 words and then 20 nonsense words like koob and zort. One delegate to the NUT conference said, “…it is a true reflection of the testing culture we are in that we are now testing nonsense.” This ideological bid for universal synthetic phonics is an idea, as we know, that has been rejected in many progressive educational jurisdictions. During the first week I was in England, the NUT called for a walkout of inner- and outer-London teachers. I joined in this march to Westminster (with my clumsily handmade BCTF sign) where a lively and noisy rally was held outside the Houses of Parliament and a letter was delivered to Prime Minister Cameron and Minister Gove. Because as I’ve stated, not every teacher in the UK belongs to a union, (in any given school anywhere in the country, there could be teachers who were members of the NUT or the NASUWT or another union and teachers who were not in any union), this tends to make cohesive and coherent action somewhat challenging. However, it seemed to me this time that what I saw was an unprecedented level of frustration and anger at what is happening to the British education system and with it, a level of co-operation and cohesion among the unions and all teachers around what actions to take to counter these attacks. Also, teachers in the UK are not bound by any essential service order so they are freer to take action as they deem fit. Some of those, as I have noted, are rotating walk-outs, non-co-operation with the Inspectorate, refusal to cover for colleagues in prep time, refusal to attend meetings or activities outside of instructional hours, no lunchtime supervision, no invigilation of exams and other actions as “deemed appropriate.” The intention of the two big unions is to take these actions into the fall and to counter government cuts with a nimble and fluid action plan. We will watch these developments with interest. Anne Guthrie Warman, BCTF Field Service Division Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=27129,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 7, May/June 2012   The road to Rio By Louise Gonsalvez  Rio, Brazil, will host the 20th anniversary meeting (Rio+20) of the 1992 UN Rio Summit on Sustainability. The objectives of Rio+20 are to revive political commitments to sustainability and to address existing and emerging sustainability challenges. It is my great fortune to be selected to present two papers in Rio, at two conferences that accompany the delegates’ meetings. My road to participating in these Rio events consists of many influential years while volunteering on the BCTF Committee for Action on Social Justice (CASJ), writing Social Justice 12 curriculum for the BC Ministry of Education, a Masters degree in Global Studies, and now my activities as a PhD student. I believe my strong social justice background facilitates my PhD research and grounds the emancipatory paradigm I assume as a scholar activist. My first academic publications focused on transformative educational leadership, critical feminist transnational praxis, institutional governance, and lately I’ve focused on sustainability. In January, I presented two papers at the International Conference on Cultural, Environmental, Social, and Environmental Sustainability in Vancouver. In one paper, I addressed American income disparity and the insidious deregulatory, lobbying and hedging schemes that have advantaged an elite population of super-rich and the growth of a plutocracy that marginalizes, dismisses and/or penalizes a growing number of working poor and struggling middle class. For my second presentation I co-authored a paper that asks—Does Canada advance the cultural sustainability of Aboriginal women in Canada? The paper was timely given the recent housing, water, and health crisis in Attawapiskat and Canada’s recent signing of the United Nations Rights of the Indigenous Peoples. I enjoy analyzing policy ecologies, confronting injustices, and carving ways forward to overcome systemic oppressions. In March of last year, I presented a paper at the International Journal of Arts and Science Conference at Harvard University, on the new International Standard Organization’s ISO 26000: Guidance on Social Responsibility. I analyzed the document and explored how educational institutions could institutionalize social justice policies, practices, and procedures in their governance. My interest in this topic stemmed from my committee work on the BCTF social justice lens. The intent of the social justice lens is to provide a means to scrutinize all decision-making using four primary criteria: equity, access, advocacy, and solidarity. My article will be showcased in a brand new journal coming out entitled the Journal of Teaching and Learning. In the fall of this year, I reviewed ISO 26000 implementation policies, identified how to improve them, and I related this to how ecological economics and sustainability could benefit from using an instrument such as ISO 26000. I submitted a paper to the International Ecological Economics Conference (Rio) but I didn’t think I would have a chance after applicants were notified that 1,050 applications were submitted—850 of these were international experts from 71 countries—thus the review process would take an extra month. In January, I was invited to present my paper and be part of a panel presentation. I was ecstatic! The results of this conference will be advanced to UN delegate meetings, which commence the day after the conference. I submitted a second paper to the World Symposium on Sustainable Development for Universities (Rio). The conference is organized by the Research and Transfer Centre in Hamburg, which is co-ordinated by the United Nations University that consists of 12 institutes worldwide. These institutes act as academic arms to the United Nations. When I was exploring the topic of sustainability I found a proverbial research gap, something a research sleuth and PhD student is expected to do. The United Nations deemed that sustainability education was the most significant gateway to achieving sustainability. I wondered how universities were implementing sustainability initiatives into curriculum, pedagogy, programs, policies, and practices. Many post-secondary sustainability programs embed sustainability into their undergraduate curriculum (e.g., education programs) and establish on-campus sustainability initiatives (e.g., recycling, energy efficiency, gardens) but they neglect to address the controversial, complex, and potentially conflict-ridden stakeholder space where most sustainability related decisions are being made. This space is often fraught with hierarchies of power and actors need to learn how to address these hotbeds using critical scenario analysis, dialogue, and collective solidarity. I conceptualized a faculty of education course for third- and fourth-year education students. The program is premised on scenario analysis, dialogue, and a critical social justice framework. The purpose of the course is to build competencies so that students can identify, analyze, and confront the social injustices that can plague the stakeholder spaces where sustainability-related decisions are made. My abstract was not only accepted but I was informed by Dr. Walter Leal (editor), who is considered one of the top 10 world experts on sustainability, that my paper was selected to be published as a chapter in Sustainable Development at Universities: New Horizons, which is part of an award-winning series “Environmental Education, Communication and Sustainability” (Peter Lang Scientific Publishers). As I reflect upon my Road to Rio, I look in the rear-view mirror to my many wonderful years with colleagues on the BCTF CASJ and to the opportunities I embraced, such as designing workshops named “Thirsty for Change: The Global Water Crisis. I look back on my first few publications and how, at times, my social justice passion was embraced by some publishers and conferences, for example: International Journal of Learning and Canadian International Conference on Education, and deemed as activism, rather than academic by others. I took the higher road to Rio, and challenged a belief that post-secondary scholars must separate their activism from their research. It took me six months of research and writing to substantiate my claim—Manglares, Marimbas, and Vida Marina: Confronting Social Injustices in The Praxis Wetlands will appear as a chapter for a new university text entitled International Handbook on Social (In) Justice and Educational Leadership. As I look forward to Rio, I look ahead to an exciting adventure, but I also wonder what journey this provincial government has in store for our students. Benjamin Disraeli once stated, “We are not creatures of circumstance; we are creators of circumstance.” Will our educational policy-makers merely try to plug our students into a system which is potentially destroying or negatively impacting itself socially, economically, culturally, technologically, and environmentally or will they challenge our students to create a better world? Will they establish curricula, pedagogies, and learning opportunities that will guide students to the higher, more difficult, and challenging road that has fewer answers and far more questions? Will our students be encouraged to create an alternative future that is less consumer- and consumption-driven and more peaceful, just, and sustainable? Will teachers have the professional opportunities to explore new tributaries of teaching and learning, or will they be assigned to motor along a market-driven route driven by a competitive race to the “top” and the elusive belief that “it” exists. I hope that a 21st century education initiative will encourage us all to journey on the “road to Rio” so that we may create a sustainable future. Louise Gonsalvez, Sparwood Secondary School, Sparwood  Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/SocialJustice.aspx?id=6168,BCTF > Keep Public Education Out of Trade Agreements  	BCTF Social Justice  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources   For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Social Justice > Issues > Globalization Keep public education out of trade agreements By Larry Kuehn, Director of Research and Technology British Columbia Teachers’ Federation, Canada Two trade agreements currently under negotiation could have quite negative effects on public education throughout the Americas. One of these trade pacts is the Free Trade Area of the Americas—the FTAA. At a “Summit of the Americas” in Santiago, Chile, in 1998 all the countries in the region (except Cuba, which was excluded) agreed to work toward this agreement. These negotiations are ongoing, and will be the focus of the next Summit of the Americas. This will be held in Quebec City in Canada in April 2001. The second agreement—being negotiated in Geneva at the World Trade Organization—is the General Agreement on Trade in Services (GATS). It is designed to provide rules for trade in services comparable to those in the existing GATT (General Agreement on Trade and Tariffs). Three key problems are common to entrenching services in these trade agreements. The first is that they treat education as a tradable commodity—not recognizing that education is to a significant degree a social process that should be rooted in particular social and cultural realities. Second, they are anti-democratic. If there is a disagreement about whether an education policy is a trade issue, a trade tribunal of the WTO will decide on the action to be taken. The rulings of these tribunals can overturn decisions that have been democratically made. These trade tribunals have secret hearings, not open, democratic processes and impose their judgment. Third, these trade pacts are designed to prohibit a country from changing its policies. Once a government has agreed to include an area like education into one of these agreements, it cannot withdraw that area from being covered by the agreement—even if the people of a country vote overwhelmingly that they do not approve of what is happening. In Canada, we have more than a decade of experience with free trade agreements with the United States—first one between Canada and the U.S., and then the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA). Now the Canadian government is playing a lead role in encouraging the development of the Free Trade Area of the Americas and Canada will be hosting the next Summit of the Americas in Canada in April of 2001. While the Canadian government has been promoting and signing these free trade deals, many of us in the social movements in Canada have opposed the agreements. Those in English-speaking Canada who value a cultural and social context that is different from that of the United States see a threat of the loss of our country. The nature of these agreements leads not only toward economic integration, but toward assimilation into a conception of culture that sees it primarily as a product for sale and for export. I want to focus here not on the many implications of these trade agreements, but particularly on their impact on public services, and, in particular on public education and its future. Each of the succeeding trade and investment agreements has added more limits to a conception of education as primarily a social and cultural factor. Each trade deal has been part of changing the conception of education toward it being a tradable commodity. Before getting into the details of these particular agreements, let me make a point about trade and investments. When we hear the word “trade,” most of us think about the movement of goods across national borders. When it comes to trade in services, the concept is inevitably different. Services are usually delivered directly from one person to another and cannot generally be easily moved across borders in the way that goods can be. What, then, constitutes trade in education services? Investment in service providers is one of the ways. Let me give some examples of investments that are considered trade in education. In the first, a U.S.-based transnational corporation wants to make a profit from education in Mexico. It invests capital in a private university in Mexico; the profit made through selling education services in Mexico is then returned to the U.S.-based corporation. As a second example, the for-profit Phoenix University from the U.S. sets up campuses and offers degrees in Canada. The profits from its operations return to the U.S. In both these cases, service is delivered to individuals in a country other than that where the institution is owned and profits from investments go to the country where the corporation has headquarters. This is one type of education as an investment that is considered as trade in services. Besides direct delivery of education services in another country, there are several other forms considered “trade” in education: one is students who travel from one country to another to attend school and pay tuition; another is delivery of administrative services, offered through education management organizations, which are developing in the United States, based on the model of health management organizations; still another is maintenance of buildings; and then there is curriculum; textbooks; and, of course, delivery of education across borders through distance education using the Internet. Many of us think of education as socialization, cultural transmission and personal cognitive and social development, as well as general preparation for employment. Education is a subject for national social policy that reflects cultural realities and political desires. We do not think of education as a commodity to trade. However, others do see education as a commodity and a commercial opportunity—the last huge area of public expenditure in most countries that has until now been only marginally privatized. Privatization and commodification are key to making education tradable and profitable to private interests. The World Bank has contributed to imposing this conception of education in many countries. It has played a significant supporting role in advancing the process of privatization. For many years, it insisted that countries that were to receive loans for education must charge fees to students—there could be no such thing as free education. The record is clear in every country that has followed the World Bank demands and introduced compulsory fees. The percentage of children who attend schools has gone down, especially among girls. When people have to choose between food and education fees, many do not send their children to school. The record is so clear that even the U.S. House of Representatives passed a bill—although it has been blocked from becoming a law—that would prohibit more funds from the United States for the World Bank unless it removes its condition that fees be charged even for basic, primary education. One approach being pushed by the World Bank is vouchers. They call it having education being “demand led” rather than “supply led.” In other words, the World Bank is saying that education should not be based on national policies of supplying education for everyone through a common school that reflects social decisions about what education is appropriate for a particular society. Rather, the World Bank wants education determined on a consumer choice model—what they call “demand led.” The government would still provide the financing of education through vouchers, but it could no longer exercise its control through government provision of the service. What has this to do with trade agreements? You can see that the World Bank pursuit of education vouchers coincides nicely with the concept of trade in education services. Disney, for example, could create schools in every country, either with direct service or over the Internet. With a voucher system, each government would continue to pay for education, but government-run schools—or schools run by a local, private company—would have to compete with Disney schools. Vouchers or their equivalent are key to commodification on a consumer choice model, pushing aside the ability of a country to have its social objectives determine its education policies. This turning of education into a commodity has brought with it the development of a “World Education Market.” This event was first held in Vancouver, Canada, in May 2000, as a place to bring together the international buyers and the sellers of education service. The organizers intend to hold the World Education Market on an annual basis. They anticipate that it will grow as education is increasingly traded as a part of a global commodity market. And, of course, the World Bank has a presence at the event, promoting the sale of education. Let’s now talk more about the two treaties on trade in services currently being negotiated. GATS and the FTAA are designed to create rules that open up borders to investment and trade in services—“progressive liberalization of trade,” as described by WTO officials. These agreements are also aimed at ensuring that once those borders are opened, no government can close them again, regardless of what the citizens want and express through elections. These international rules will prohibit governments from giving an advantage to local suppliers. And they require that any opportunities given to a local supplier be given to any corporation from outside the country. As an example, if a government provides to its public institutions a subsidy for each student to provide free education or to keep down the cost of tuition, that same subsidy might have to be provided to a for-profit corporation from outside the country. At a recent meeting in Vancouver, a WTO official said that the push in the WTO to create an international agreement on services came from the United States trade officials. It is easy to see why when one looks at the trade statistics. The U.S. has a huge trade deficit every year. The value of the goods imported is billions of dollars greater than goods it exports. However, education produces the opposite result: the U.S. “exports” $6 billion and “imports” only $1 billion in education services. Further growth in education exports would help further to reduce the U.S. trade deficit. To get an idea of the scope of the U.S. domination, one can look at Canada’s education export business: it “exports” about $100 (Can) million a year. If it were to have exports equivalent to the U.S. on a per capita basis, it would have to export seven or eight times as much as it currently does. Yet the dominance of the U.S. in entertainment (especially movies, TV and Internet), along with science and technology (much of it built on military development) is so great that no other country can expect to gain ground on education “exports.” In fact, the domination in media and technology, along with open borders, would likely make the U.S. the winner in trade in education with every other country. A multi-part strategy is being followed by both the U.S. and Canadian governments to bring all services, as well as professional qualifications, under the trade and investment rules. The GATS is the most inclusive approach. Because it is a part of the World Trade Organization, every one of the 130 countries that belong to the WTO would have to meet the conditions set out in the GATS. Some may temporarily claim some areas of exemption, but the WTO is committed to bringing all trade under its rules in the long term. However, if the current round of the GATS negotiations does not bring about all their objectives, those pushing for total liberalization of trade in services have some interim strategies. One of those involves the regional trade agreements. When the provisions of the Free Trade Area of the Americas (FTAA) are seen in Quebec City in April 2001, they will likely contain the same objectives for including public services that are being put forward in the GATS negotiations. Another fall back strategy by governments is in place as well. If the liberalization of trade in services cannot be achieved in the regional FTAA, liberalization can still move ahead on a country-to-country basis. As an example, the Canada-Chile Free Trade Agreement recently negotiated has in Chapter H on “Cross-border Trade in Services” most of the provisions that the U.S. and Canadian governments are pushing for the GATS and the FTAA. Concerns about the direction being taken by the World Trade Organization on the GATS and on the Free Trade Area of the Americas led the delegates to the IDEA conference in Quito, Ecuador, in October 1999 to adopt a position that said that education should be excluded from trade agreements. This position made good sense then. Based on what we have been able to find out since then, the position makes even more sense now. The more we discover about negotiations on both of these agreements, the clearer it is that opposition to education being covered by trade agreements should be strengthened. In many countries, and certainly in Canada, the populace is being told not to worry. Trust us, government negotiators say. Public education will be protected in the trade negotiations, they claim. Yet, we know that the agreements they are negotiating can have a substantial negative impact on public education. When we began to oppose public education being included in trade agreements, we were a tiny number of people concerned about what NAFTA and other trade agreements might mean to public education. It seemed that the forces opposing globalization and corporate power were tiny. They were so few that they could be totally ignored. Yet, it still seemed like important work to carry out research, to understand in detail how trade agreements were being used to negate many of the democratic victories of the 20th Century and turn over to corporations what should be the social rights of people. Bringing civil society organizations together at conferences to issue challenges to the official story was a way of ensuring that people knew that corporate rule was not the only option—for either education or for our societies as a whole. We can now look back at the short time since the World Trade Organization was stopped in Seattle and feel some hope. Those demonstrations produced a sense of possibilities—and showed that opponents of the negative effects of globalization are not just a few isolated individuals, but are a part of a global movement. Globalization of capital and of communications has also globalized the struggle for democratic institutions and reforms that serve the needs of people, not just profits. Since Seattle, many demonstrations in many countries have challenged the IMF and the World Bank, as well as the WTO. The change in political climate is well symbolized from an item in the news recently. The tiny, oil-rich country of Qatar in the Middle East was supposed to host the next meeting of the World Trade Organization. They have cancelled out as hosts. They want to avoid the demands for democracy and equity that are heard in the streets around international meetings these days. At this time our voices must be part of those calls for democracy, equity and social justice. Trade deals must not be allowed to entrench corporate power. They certainly must not be allowed to prohibit democratic and equitable public education systems. At a recent meeting in Mexico, educators from the three countries in NAFTA called for teacher unions throughout the Americas—and other organizations that support public education—to have a day of protest on April 20, 2001. That is when the leaders of all the countries in the Americas—except Cuba—will be meeting in Quebec City in Canada to consider the Free Trade Area of the Americas. It is a day to say no to education in trade agreements. In as many places as we can, we must say it over and over again—keep public education out of trade agreements. “Keep Public Education Out of Trade Agreements” is the text of a talk by Larry Kuehn at the World Forum for People’s Education, sponsored by the Confederation of Educators of the Americas (CEA). The conference was held in Santiago, Chile, in November 2000.   About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=16502,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2008 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 1, September 2008  Court blocks school closure in Comox A community group won a court decision blocking the board of education from closing Cape Lazo Middle School in the Comox School District. The Comox Valley Citizens for Better Education Society was formed to oppose board decisions to reconfigure the district to eliminate middle schools and to close and sell Cape Lazo. When the board would not listen to their views, they hired well-known lawyer, Joe Arvay to challenge the board in court. The case was instituted using the provisions for judicial review. Under judicial review, the court has the scope to overturn a decision because proper process is not followed. It cannot, however, review the merits of a public body's decisions. The judge who heard the case, Justice Johnston, said that the board had the authority to make its decision to reconfigure the district to eliminate middle schools and he would not overturn that decision. On the other hand, he ordered that "the by-law closing Cape Lazlo is quashed." He ruled that the board had failed to provide procedural fairness. The board had made the decision to close the school—and to sell it to the Franco‚phone school authority—before it had carried out the consultation with the community that is required. Justice Johnston harshly condemned the actions of the board. He said that "the breach [of procedural fairness] was serious, and those interested and affected by the decisions to close Cape Lazo were not only denied a fair opportunity to influence the closure decision, they were presented with a process that appeared to be a sham." Part of the reasoning in the court decision was based on a requirement in the Ministerial Order that a board's by-law to close a school "must include a confirmation that the board will not require the property for future educational purposes." This section of the Ministerial Order may finally put an end to the mass closing of more than 170 schools since the current BC Liberal government came to power. With the proposals to extend schools to full-day Kindergarten and possibly to programs for three- and four-year-old children, no board could honestly be sure that it will not require school property for future educational purposes. The minister may finally have recognized this implication of the Throne Speech announcement of new early-learning programs. Vancouver Sun reporter, Janet Steffenhagen, reported in her blog that she had heard a rumour that the ministry is going to announce a moratorium on school closures. – Larry Kuehn Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=8242&printPage=true,BCTF News Releases  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2006 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE October 4, 2006 Celebrating the teaching profession Teachers in BC will join with teachers in more than 100 countries around the world Thursday to acknowledge the accomplishments and contributions of teachers. Almost 50 communities throughout BC have issued proclamations to officially declare October 5, World Teachers' Day to help celebrate all that teachers do in the school and in the community, to help our children learn and develop. "This is a day that we pay tribute and show our appreciation for those in the teaching profession," says Jinny Sims, president of the BC Teachers' Federation (BCTF). "And while we celebrate their hard work here at home, we must never forget that other members of our profession are struggling. In some parts of the world, teachers are persecuted and even jailed for the work they do." Sims says, "It is situations like those that give the BCTF cause for reflection. World Teachers' Day allows us to show our support for our colleagues who are fighting for basic human rights and for public education, and who are doing their jobs under horrendous conditions." Through its international solidarity work, the BCTF knows that "many of our brothers and sisters in some countries suffer for their work as teachers. We salute them for their dedication and their commitment to public education," says Sims. "We must never take our hard-fought gains for granted and even in BC, we've seen our rights eroded and our contributions excluded." The theme of World Teachers' Day 2006 is "Teachers Make A Difference," and Sims vows to continue to advocate for students and teachers throughout the province for the resources that will ensure every child has access to a publicly funded public quality education. "We also salute our teachers for their countless hours of volunteer work in their communities. They are helping to build a socially just civil society for the children they love." BCTF locals are commemorating World Teachers' Day by toasting their members at social events, fundraising for overseas colleagues, and raising awareness of the important work teachers do every day. The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) first proclaimed world Teachers' Day in 1994. - 30 - For more information, contact Yvonne Eamor, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell).)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Touring a natural gas drilling rig with @MLA Mike Bernier, and Brian from EnCana http://t.co/AifdJ4H07b" @Teresa_Wat - 06:01pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7078&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 1, September 2005 How to be a BCTF-endorsed candidate for the College of Teachers’ Council The next round of elections for the BC College of Teachers’ Council under the provisions of the Teaching Profession Act will take place in April/May 2006. The BC College of Teachers is the regulatory body of the teaching profession in B.C. The college has a focused mandate: teacher education, teacher certification, and member discipline. Responsibility for governing the college rests with the 20-person council. Twelve of 20 council members are elected by the membership. Eight council members are appointed by the minister of education. The role of a council member is to make policy decisions, to make quasi-judicial decisions concerning individuals and institutions, to represent the college on various external committees, and to communicate with members. Elections are held in four of the 12 geographic zones each year. This year, elections will be held in the following college election zones, North Central (Zone 2), Lower Fraser Valley (Zone 7), Lower Mainland South (Zone 9), and Vancouver Island (Zone 12). The term of office is a three-year term beginning August 1 and ending on July 31. The BCTF has established a policy that provides for the zonal selection of a BCTF-endorsed candidate in each zone where an election is being held. Only active BCTF members are eligible for BCTF endorsation as candidates in BC College of Teachers’ elections. Each local has the right to select one nominee. This nominee must be endorsed by a local executive, a delegate assembly, or a local general meeting. Each local nominee must undertake to abide by the endorsation process. Once a local has nominated a candidate, the name of the candidate will be forwarded to the BCTF staff co-ordinator. The co-ordinator is responsible for ensuring that each local in the zone conducts a vote to determine the zone’s BCTF-endorsed candidate by secret ballot in accordance with BCTF procedures. The BCTF will publicize, among members, the names of all BCTF-endorsed candidates. The BCTF provides funding to assist local nominees in seeking to become the BCTF-endorsed candidate in a college zone. The BCTF also provides funding to assist endorsed candidates in the college elections. If you want to be considered as your local nominee for the BCTF-endorsed candidate in one of the college zones where an election is being held, please contact your local president as soon as possible and not later than January 15, 2006. If you have any questions about BCTF procedures for endorsing candidates, please contact Mike Lombardi, BCTF staff, 604-871-1849, toll free-1-800-663-9163, local 1849, mlombardi@bctf.ca. – Mike Lombardi)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/SD63Stellys/status/466313540610293760,Stelly's Secondary on Twitter: "#Stelly's students engaged at the #Inspire Indigenous Ed Conference. http://t.co/5VYGw7Naqm" টুইটার অনুসন্ধান অনুসন্ধান টুইটার খুঁজুন সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ ভাষা : বাংলা. हिन्दी Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন টুইটার-এ নতুন ? আজই যোগদান করুন » সাইন ইন করুন ফোন, ইমেল বা ব্যবহারকারীর নাম পাসওয়ার্ড সাইন ইন আমাকে মনে রাখুন পাসওয়ার্ড ভুলে গেছেন? ইতিমধ্যে আপনি কি টেক্সট বার্তার মাধ্যমে টুইটার ব্যবহার করছেন? অনুসরণ অনুসরণ করা কর্মসমূহ:অনুসরণ না করা অবরুদ্ধ অবরোধ মুক্ত মুলতুবি বাতিল Stelly's Secondary ‏ @SD63Stellys ১৩ মে #Stelly's students engaged at the #Inspire Indigenous Ed Conference. pic.twitter.com/5VYGw7Naqm প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট ১:২৬ অপরাহ্ণ - ১৩ মে, ২০১৪ Stelly's Secondary থেকে কোন আপডেট মিস্ করবেন না © 2014 টুইটার সম্বন্ধে সহায়তা বিজ্ঞপ্তি তথ্য বন্ধ মিডিয়াটিকে চিহ্নিত করুন এটি ইতিমধ্যে সংবেদনশীল কন্টেন্ট ধারণকারী হিসাবে চিহ্নিত হয়েছে। পতাকা তুলুন এটি সম্ভাব্যরূপে অবৈধ বিষয়বস্তুর ধারণকারী হিসেবে। সমর্পণ করা বাতিল মিডিয়াকে চিহ্নিত করা সম্পর্কে আরো জানুন খারিজ বন্ধ পূর্ববর্তী পরবর্তী বন্ধ একজন ব্যক্তির প্রোফাইলে যান সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ বন্ধ আপনার অনুসরণকারীদের এই পুনঃটুইটটি পাঠাবেন? বাতিল পুনঃটুইট বন্ধ আপনি কি নিশ্চিত যে এই টুইট মুছে দিতে চান? বাতিল মুছে ফেলুন বন্ধ রোধ করন বাতিল রোধ করন আপনার টুইটসমুহে একটি অবস্থান যুক্ত করুন যখন একটি অবস্থানের সঙ্গে আপনার টুইট করেন, টুইটার সেই অবস্থান সংরক্ষণ করে। প্রত্যেক টুইটের আগে আপনি আপনার অবস্থান চালু / বন্ধ করতে পারেন, এবং যে কোনও সময় আপনি আপনার অবস্থানের ইতিহাস মুছে ফেলতে পারেন। আরো জানুন অবস্থান চালু করুন এখন নয় স্থান বন্ধ করুন বন্ধ প্রোফাইল সারসংক্ষেপ বন্ধ আপনার তালিকাসমূহ বন্ধ একটি নতুন তালিকা তৈরি করুন নাম তালিকা বিবরণ 100 অক্ষরের কম, ঐচ্ছিক তালিকাসমূহ:গোপনীয়তা সাধারণ · যে কেউ এই তালিকা অনুসরণ করতে পারেন ব্যক্তিগত · শুধুমাত্র আপনিই এই তালিকায় প্রবেশ করতে পারবেন তালিকা সংরক্ষণ করুন বন্ধ বন্ধ এই টুইট স্থাপিত কর আপনার নীচের ওয়েবসাইটে কোডটি অনুলিপি দ্বারা এই টুইট যোগ করুন * আরও জানুন হুম, সার্ভারে পৌঁছনোর একটি সমস্যা ছিল। পরে আবার চেষ্টা করবেন? প্রকৃত টুইট অন্তর্ভুক্ত করুন অন্তর্ভুক্ত মিডিয়া প্রাকদর্শন বন্ধ টুইটারে নিবন্ধন করুন টুইটারে নেই? নিবন্ধন করুন, আপনির পছন্দের বিষয়গুলির সাথে যুক্ত হন, এবং তাদের বিষয়ে হালনাগাদ পান। একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন » বন্ধ দুটি উপায় (প্রেরণ এবং গ্রহণ) শর্ট কোড: দেশ কোড গ্রাহকদের জন্য মার্কিন যুক্তরাষ্ট্র 40404 (যে কোন) কানাডা 21212 (যে কোন) যুক্তরাজ্য 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM হাইতি 40404 Digicel, Voila আয়ারল্যান্ড 51210 Vodafone, O2 ভারত 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance ইন্দোনেশিয়া 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » অন্য দেশসমুহের এসএসএস সংক্ষিপ্ত কোড দেখুন বন্ধ নিশ্চিতকরণ)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Foster parents are ordinary people engaged in extraordinary acts of kindness. Join the team! http://t.co/6jUkcsOp6V" @Teresa_Wat - 04:31pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewTeachers.aspx?id=31849,BCTF > Working with education (teacher) assistants  	New teachers  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers Aboriginal Education  Bargaining & Collective Agreements  Français  Health & Safety  New Teachers  Opportunities for Members  Pensions Professional Development  Professional Rights & Responsibility  Provincial Specialist Associations  Salary & Benefits  Teachers Teaching On Call  Teaching Resources  For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > New Teachers > New Teachers' Handbook > Table of Contents   Working with education (teacher) assistants Although all decisions related to designing, supervising, and assessing educational programs for students are your responsibility, the education assistant is an important partner on the educational team, providing support to students with special needs. Invite the education assistant to sit in on any conferences that are pertinent. Hold meetings for sharing information and decision-making. When the roles are defined and clarified, the education assistant can then decide how to approach the assigned responsibilities. For students to receive maximum benefit, you will need to build a climate of trust and give encouragement and support to the education assistant. Key points to remember: An education assistant must always work under the direction of a teacher or the principal. The teacher’s role is to manage the classroom. Teachers must fulfill their responsibility for diagnosing learning needs, for selecting and implementing appropriate educational programs, and for assessing educational results. The assistant’s role is to carry out the work that has been planned and developed by the teacher, either with an individual student or a small group. The BCTF and CUPE BC have published a joint paper entitled, Roles and Responsibilities of Teachers and Teacher Assistants. A copy is available in your school or online at bctf.ca/uploadedFiles/Public/Issues/InclusiveEd/RolesandResponsibilitiesTeachersTAs.pdf  If you have any questions or concerns about working with education assistants, contact your staff rep and/or your local president. About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140925,www.bcpsea.bc.ca,http://www.bcpsea.bc.ca/bc-teachers/teacher-collective-bargaining/bargaining-archive-2006/VPalmer-KBaldrey-BGood2.aspx,Vaughn Palmer and Keith Baldrey join Bill Good for Cutting Edge of the Leg  Vaughn Palmer and Keith Baldrey join Bill Good for Cutting Edge of the Leg Bill Good Show, CKNW, May 19, 2006, 9:05 am Transcript Excerpt with Vaughn Palmer and Keith Baldrey Good: Now, the government did well, as you mentioned, on labour issues. But the teachers are still to be determined. Baldrey: Oh yes. Palmer: Ah yes, our old friends. The teachers…. This is a strange one. They’re very upset that the government offered them only 8 percent over four years. Well, it’s an old practice in labour relations. When the other side comes in way too high you come in low, because you’ve got to meet in the middle. The teachers asked for 26 percent over three years, compounded. I know it’s being reported as only 24. It’s 26 over three years, compounded. Baldrey: Plus…. Palmer: Plus the benefits and other working condition changes cost out at 24 percent over three years. It’s 50 percent over three years increase in pay, compensation and working conditions. Confronted with that, of course the government came in at 8 percent over four years. If you’re going to go too high, the other side’s going to go too low. Good: What do you think of this threat — it was in the news this morning — that thousands of teachers are going to flee to Alberta? Baldrey: Oh, that’s just like what the nurses said a few years ago. Palmer: British Columbians…. Baldrey: Not going to happen. Palmer: …are not going to move to Alberta, you know, because as Jim Taylor once said from the sports beat, sure the Edmonton Oilers won the Stanley Cup, but when you leave the building you’re still in Edmonton. Most British Columbians I don’t think will move to Alberta. Baldrey: Yeah, and it does remind me of…. Good: And a lot of young teachers would love to see that happen. Baldrey: Well, it’s a hollow threat by the BCTF. You’re not going to see teachers en masse move to Lloydminster or somewhere or Medicine Hat. Palmer: Some will. Baldrey: Some will, but not enough, I think, to have an impact on the talks. It’s interesting. They’re taking the strike vote June 7. That’s fine. That is part of the normal labour relations practice. You take a strike vote to put heat on the employer to get a little more serious in the offer. So I wouldn’t read too much into that quite yet. It doesn’t necessarily mean there’s going to be a strike in the fall. But anecdotally I hear more and more from teachers on a daily basis — e-mails, getting stopped in the street — from teachers who say: I want that signing bonus. That’s, I think, a pressure now on the BCTF bargaining committee that wasn’t there in previous rounds of bargaining which never resulted in a successful contract anyways. That’s a pressure now that they have to respond to because if they let this go past June 30, continue to ask for 24 percent or 50 percent in terms of total compensation, which is totally unrealistic, I think a lot of teachers are going to be extremely upset with the BCTF leadership for robbing them of that $3,500 bonus. Good: There’s quite a different climate right now. I mean, you point out the economy is doing well. But from a labour relations point of view, four years ago, even supporters of the government I think thought it was a bit lean and mean when it came to dealing with the public sector. Since then we’ve seen HEU settle. We’ve seen the nurses vote 97 percent in favour of a settlement. They’re now even running ads talking about how they’re going to make the system better. There’s quite a different climate here, and the teachers are all of a sudden out there kind of own their own. Palmer: Yeah, and we look back at what happened last fall. The public sided with the teachers. But remember, the government’s offer last fall was nothing. You know, they offered them nothing. Of course the public was sympathizing with that. But I don’t think anybody sees 8 percent over four years as the final offer. The teachers will get more than that, but they’re not going to get…. Good: Something like 12 or 14 percent probably. Palmer: They’re not going to get 50 percent. The teachers union, I gather, was a little surprised that when all these benefits and other things they were asking for were costed out. Well, you know, that’s what the Ministry of Finance does with every public sector union. Everything you ask for they work out the cost that it’ll be to the provincial Treasury, and then they say, okay, well, that’s the equivalent of this much in pay. Good: There’s another issue here. I mean people will argue about teachers’ salaries and their length of work year, but when it comes to benefits, don’t teachers have at least as good if not better benefits than the vast majority of people in B.C.? Baldrey: Well, they do, and they want more. They want a 100-percent funded dental plan, including 100 percent costs for orthodontics…. Good: I don’t know anybody who has that. Baldrey: Nobody has that. They want, I think, 100-percent coverage of prescription drugs, $600 twice a year for vision problems. You know, the benefits add up. I agree with Vaughn. My impression from the BCTF…. I did a story outlining the cost of all these things, and the next day the response from the BCTF was: well, where did that come from? We don’t have that information. I don’t think the BCTF has actually sat down and put a cost to all the things they’re asking for, other than just straight wages. These things cost money to the employer, which is the taxpayer, and if you want a 100-percent covered dental plan, that can cost a lot of money to the employer. The BCTF did not factor that in, presumably, in their bargaining presentation to the government, but the employer certainly did. [Break] Good: Chris, hi. Good: Blair, in Delta. Blair: Hearing the demands of the B.C. Teachers Federation I’m a little bit surprised at how excessive, perhaps, some of their recommendations or demands are. I can understand that there’s a certain element of posturing there, that you can always [inaudible] in negotiations, but considering what the nurses were able to get, it seems particularly unattainable. Are you confident these discrepancies will be resolved? Or do you anticipate there being a disruptive strike in September? Palmer: I think the nurses…. I appreciate, Blair, your bringing up the nurses one, because I think that’s the one you have to look at. The nurses got…. Good: Didn’t they get 17 percent over four…? Palmer: Seventeen percent over four…. Baldrey: With the nurses shortage. Palmer: And there’s a significant shortage of nurses. The Health minister pointed out in the Legislature last week there’s 1,100 vacancies for nursing positions in the two Lower Mainland health regions. The government keeps, now, fairly detailed statistics on nurse shortages. The numbers it has on teacher shortages simply don’t bear out that there’s a major shortage of teachers. The numbers that are relevant and they haven’t been debated or disputed yet…. B.C. produces about 2,000 teachers a year through university, and another 500 teachers move here and get certified from other provinces, so 2,500. Retirements and people who leave the province and leave the profession, it’s about 1,500. So from that number it looks like we have a surplus. There are shortages in some areas. There’s a shortage of teachers on call in Surrey, shortages of teachers in some of the northern and rural communities and a shortage of math, physics and science teachers. The government has offered to pay premium pay for recruitment for those positions. Good: Oh, come, come. We can’t pay more. Palmer: Well, we do that for nurses. Good: I know. You know I’m being facetious, but that’s the reaction. Palmer: I know you are, Bill. I mean the thing is this is now well established in the public service. We pay extra to get nurses to work in the operating room… Good: And doctors. Palmer: …on weekends. You have to. Where there’s a market for people out there, you have to. Baldrey: But this is a big breakdown at the table. My understanding is this is a fundamental breakdown. The BCTF says there’s a provincewide teacher shortage. The employer flatly denies that and says: okay, prove it. The BCTF has yet to provide any…. Palmer: Anecdotal evidence. Baldrey: They’ve got anecdotal evidence. There was, for example, a letter in the Vancouver Sun this week from a Prince Rupert, I think, principal or teacher saying there was a shortage up there. That may very well be the case. I mean northern towns do have challenges on human resources that are not faced by Lower Mainland communities. But provincewide the BCTF has not proven that. I’ve asked for that data. They have yet to give it. That’s a big breakdown at that table, and I don’t see that being resolved because the BCTC says: put up or shut up. Good: Another issue was raised yesterday by a teacher who called this program. This is not one I’d heard about, and maybe we’ll get some more calls. This was a teacher who called to say that retired teachers are putting themselves up as teachers on call, and they’re being called back at the expense of the younger, less experienced and cheaper teachers who would normally get the on-call jobs. When they get called back, on top of their pension they’re getting top dollars as teachers on call. Palmer: So they’re allowed to double-dip then. Good: That’s what it sounded like. Baldrey: I hadn’t heard that, but that would be certainly an alarming situation if you’re a young teacher trying to get into the profession. Good: Maybe some of those teachers on call that are going short in Surrey are going short in Surrey because they’ve opted to go to places like Prince Rupert or Prince George to get full-time teacher positions that they’ve waited three or four years for, because that has been the case. Baldrey: And it does vary from region to region, just like every other profession. Good: Ken, in Campbell River. Ken: When Jinny Sims was on your show yesterday she said something I thought was quite profound really, talking about the benefits package. She said that there hadn’t been any significant adjustments to the benefits package for ten years, which tells me that it has to be a gold-plated Rolls Royce package that they’ve got. I’ve always suspected that. I just think that the notion of teachers leaving the province for Alberta with the kind of packages that they’ve got is just absurd. Baldrey: One aspect of the teachers’ package…. This always astounds people when I tell them that. How many professions do you know where you’re allowed to bank your sick days and collect them from year to year? Teachers can do that. They can bank their sick days. I think there’s 15 a year, like a lot of other contracts. But you don’t lose them at the end of the calendar. Good: You know, I’m not picking on teachers on this. There are other public sector areas where that’s the case, and I’ve always thought it was incredible. To me, a sick day is insurance against being sick. Baldrey: Yeah. Good: It’s not a benefit to put in the bank. It’s there to protect you if you get sick and can’t go to work. But if you happen to be healthy…. Baldrey: I just find that astounding that you can do that. I’d love to be able to bank my sick days. I’m hardly ever sick, and I know you guys are hardly ever sick. We’d probably have a year off every few years. Good: Ray, in Langley. Ray: I’m one of the teachers that’s left the profession in the last little while. I’m just quickly calling to confirm what you guys were talking about around senior teachers who have retired who can come back. Good: Is that a fact? Ray: That is absolutely a fact. In the district I worked in that was a fact. Not only that, what typically happens is that if they work more than three consecutive days in a row they then get paid on scale for their time, which means they get paid at their scale of salary when they left the profession. Good: But on top of the pension they’re collecting. Ray: That’s correct. Palmer: And they also have…. I forget the math on this, Bill, but there is written into the contract early retirement plan for teachers after a certain number of years of service — you can retire, whatever your age is. I don’t know whether that’s in your…like when you’re 60 or when you’re 55. But it’s a good retirement package. Now, governments negotiated this and in most cases imposed these contracts. I’m not saying they were given all this. They’re entitled to what they have. These are the arrangements they have. But whether they have a good case for improving it… I haven’t heard them make it yet. Good: Ryan, in Cobble Hill. Ryan: I just want to talk about Jinny Sims. My impression of what’s going on now is that in the last go-round, during the illegal strike, she was actually kind of looking for the opportunity to be the martyr that everybody talks about her as, and this go-round is kind of an opportunity for her to stand up to this government again. Do you think she’s just sort of missing the boat on this? Like, she’s…the demands they’re asking for and [inaudible]. What’s your thoughts on that, gentlemen? Good: Let me put it to them when we come back. [Break] Bill Good: Bill, in Victoria. Bill: I just wanted to confirm about three things that were talked about. Sick leave is banked, 15 days a year. If they don’t use it, it carries on to the next. That’s common with pretty well all the public sector, municipal workers, school districts. The one different, though, is teachers, unlike many of the others, don’t get a payout if they don’t use it. That’s always been a demand on the table. Good: But why should they if they don’t use it, if you’re not sick? Bill: The teachers who retire — many of them are called back to work. One of the reasons for it is there’s shortages in some areas, particularly for subs in areas like math and science and shops, and that kind of thing. So you’ve got this experienced person there who’s going to provide an excellent lesson. Why not use them: is the attitude, of course, of the school districts, particularly in those math, science, and shop areas. Keith Baldrey: Well, my understanding is…. He mentioned those particular areas of teaching. And that is the concern. Shop, I know…. The stereotypical shop teacher is a crusty, older fellow. And you don’t see a lot of young teachers coming in to teach shop; so I’m not surprised that you would see retired teachers being asked back to fill that position. Same with math — I think there is a shortage of math teachers. I guess it’s not a profession-wide situation where retirees are being asked back, but it probably the case. It certainly makes sense that in certain areas where there is a particular expertise lacking, that you do call in some experienced people, whether they’re retired or not. Vaughn Palmer: One other piece of information useful to keep in mind on this is that these talks are proceeding under the watchful eye of Vince Ready. His associate Irene Holden has been sitting in as a facilitator. If they don’t get an agreement by June 1, she is supposed to report out on the areas of agreement and disagreement. That still leaves a month for the parties or the government to ask Ready or Holden to go in and recommend a settlement. So it’s not as if these talks are proceeding just out there and no one’s keeping an eye on them. It’s a good thing that Ready and Holden...— by mid-June we may have a strong recommendation from them on what the settlement should be. Baldrey: You’ve got the government’s representative Lee Doney also keeping a close eye. He’s a veteran participant in labour relations and well-respected. I think he’s going to have some influence on this, as well. Good: Mark, in Burnaby. Mark: I know why I don’t listen to you too often, Bill, because when I do, it just seems like I’m catching on a subject that really gets my anger up: the teachers. Oh, I was at my dentist’s the other day paying off the rest of my $3,000 bill for some crown work, and we got on the subject of insurance. According to him, the teachers have a hundred per cent insurance for detail work. That crown work can run into a lot, a lot of money. As a taxpayer I’m paying 60 per cent of my property tax, for teachers. I mean: enough is enough. Between the teachers and TransLink, I should just pack up and go to Alberta. The people of this province — you’ve got to write to your MLA. Get in there, and say something, because what do the teachers make? With all their benefits, I don’t even know what they make a year. Maybe your gentlemen can tell me what does a…? Good: Well, let me ask you what you think they make. Mark: Oh, I would say: around $50,000. Good: I think that would be a relatively young teacher. I think they start somewhere between 36 and 40, and work their way up. If they have an average teaching certificate in education, they get up to around — what — 60? Baldrey: Up to $70,000 if you have a master’s degree — which is on the high end of society if you earn that. On the other hand, there’s a lot of professions that pay a lot more than $70,000. I think a lot of people would agree that teachers provide an extremely valuable service. So when we talk about all this, I keep getting this tack from people: it’s one thing to talk about the teaching profession — which I don’t think we’re really discussing here — but it’s another thing to talk about the B.C. Teachers’ Federation’s bargaining situation. I think you can be critical of one without being critical of the other. I don’t think the three of us — we’ve talked about this a lot — have ever been critical of teachers as a teaching profession. They provide a very valuable service, and I would make the argument that they’re underpaid. I think they should be paid more. I think a lot of people in the public expect them to be paid more. Whether or not that extends to an even-more generous benefits package is another question. Good: But I think when you do look at those salaries and you look at a $70,000 salary, you do have to at least take into consideration it comes with good benefits, good pension, and generally speaking — and I know a lot of teachers work more than the nine months that they’re in the classroom — they do have considerably more time off than most other people who are in that kind of price range. Palmer: Yeah, and I think you have to remember as well the job security in the public sector. Your employer is not going to go out of business. Your pension plan is not going to fail. You’re not going to suddenly get laid off because commodity prices collapsed. When you put that together with the generally much better benefit packages in the public sector, these are good jobs. Good: There is a caveat, though. There isn’t much job security for those younger teachers trying to enter the profession, although if Jinny Sims is correct, that we’re facing shortages now, that’s a situation that is changing. But for the last several years there’ve been a lot of young teachers who every spring get a pink slip and wonder whether or not they’re going to get hired back in the fall. Baldrey: Well, it’s a fact that enrolment is plummeting around the province. There’s just not as many kids in the public school system because of the demographic change. I mean, the boomer generation’s over; you’ve got the eco-boomers now. There’s just not as many kids going into the schools; so it’s tougher for younger people to make that a profession. Good: Now, in response to the caller who visited his dentist, a teacher has called to say that teachers get 50 per cent coverage for crowns and 80 per cent for general dental work. Baldrey: That’s right. And they’re trying to get 100 per cent, according to the employer. Good: Yes. Okay. Dean: I’m phoning to talk about my teacher or my wife — sorry. She’s graduated the teaching program from SFU last August, and she’s been trying to find work for the last year. Good: It shouldn’t be a problem. There’s a shortage of teachers. Dean: Apparently. But I believe it’s a FUDD campaign by the B.C. Teachers’ Federation. She’s got her application in Vancouver, Coquitlam, Abbotsford, Langley, and Surrey. My wife hasn’t even received a call from Surrey. Langley says they’re not hiring for TOCs. Coquitlam has not even bothered to phone her. So when I hear about these… Good: It insults your intelligence. Dean: It insults her $15,000 degree, and it insults these…. All these teachers who are looking for work… Good: Dean, I have to give you the last word. My thanks to Vaughn and to Keith. Teachers Overview Teacher Collective Bargaining Teacher Bargaining Bulletins Bargaining Archive 2006 Bargaining Archive 2011 Collective Agreements Collective Agreement Administration Bulletins Workplace Safety Benefits Buying Group Media Facebook Twitter LinkedIn YouTube RSS Feeds Teachers Teachers Support Staff Exempt Staff Publications Learn and Connect Resources About Us Home Members Login Contact Us Sitemap Contact BCPSEA Address: 400-1333 West Broadway, Vancouver BC V6H 4C1 T: 604.730.0739 F: 604.730.0787 EMAIL: contact.us@bcpsea.bc.ca © 2014 BC Public School Employers' Association. Cancellation and Refund Policy | Privacy Policy | Terms and Conditions Vancouver Web Design  by Graphically Speaking)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12012,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2001 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 13, Number 5, March 2001 Looking back 70 years ago Annual convention swimming gala. Following the Tuesday afternoon session there will be a swimming gala at the Crystal Gardens. There will be an opportunity for all who desire to enjoy a swim in the magnificent indoor salt-water baths. Three swimming events will be arranged and prizes awarded for the same. There will also be an exhibition of diving. In connection with the function, afternoon tea will be served in the Gardens. Special prices for swimming and for general admission have been arranged. — BC Teacher, March 1931   50 years ago “Now swing your honey but hold her tight.” Such calls might not usually be associated with BCTF conventions but they will be this year. A convention sub-committee under the direction of Mel Henderson and Stan Kennett, working with Miss Mernie Summers and Brian Creer, has been busy of late planning for a Modern and Old-Time Dance to be held in the Alexandra Ballroom on Wednesday, March 28. Here’s the program: Waltz (modern) Fox Trot; Mixer (Rig-a-jig-jig) Old-time Waltz Square Dance Bingo mixer (Fox Trot) Spanish Circle Square Dance Pat-a-Cake Polka Supper Waltz. —BC Teacher, March 1951   30 years ago Many children in low-income, city families have only the streets and aesthetically bare sterile school grounds on which to play... We can, to some extent, provide play areas in the city and on school grounds that have the advantages of the woods. They are called Adventure Playgrounds. The forms they can take will be as varied as their designers’ imaginations will permit. The philosophy, however, is the same. —BC Teacher, February 1971   10 years ago January looked a lot like September to some teachers, as all elementary schools welcomed children whose fifth birthday falls between November and April. These dual entry children will remember the first day of school as a mid-winter event, not as the unofficial end of summer. — Teacher Newsmagazine, Feb./March 1991 Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7458,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 18, Number 6, April 2006   Classified Advertising TRAVEL/VACATION  TOFINO Newly renovated & furn. 2 bd. home across the road from Chesterman Beach. For information, call 250-726-5195 or look us up at www.tofinoresorts.ca QUALICUM BEACH Dandelion Cottage offers 1 bd., full kitchen, cozy & comfortable private suite. A great getaway, close to the beach in summer, skiing in winter. Very affordable. Ph: 250-752-5127 or www.geocities.com/dandelioncottageca/ SHUSWAP, Eagle Bay. Affordable summer suite respite. Sleeps 4. BBQ, moorage, beach, N/S, N/P, morningstarfarms@telus.net GABRIOLA ISLAND BC, 2 bd., private, fully equipped, starting $760/mo. or $350/wk. 250-247-9883, www.gabriola cottage.netfirms.com, boysen@shaw.ca. QUEEN CHARLOTTE ISLANDS/ HAIDA GWAII Fabulous "mothership" kayaking, wilderness adventure, unforgettable experiences. 1-888-559-8317, www.island.net/~archipel QUADRA ISLAND waterfront cottage, quiet, secluded, relaxing. 1-800-661-9441. OKANAGAN GETAWAY! 2 bd. cottage, Kaleden (near Penticton), full kitchen. Bike trail, beach, golfing, wine tours, skiing. $110/night (winter, spring). kingcranston@telus.net, 604-939-2433. Pictures available. SHUSWAP budget lakeview Bed & Breakfast. Dorm/twin, queen rooms. Beaches, hiking, golfing, fishing, Salmon grounds. Open year round. Small seminars/retreats. 250-679-2715. SUNSHINE COAST (Halfmoon Bay) Waterfront cottage, fully equipped, sleeps 4, F/P, BBQ, W/D, 604-885-0651, email: fjbishop@gmail.com HERITAGE HOME Beautiful garden suite in Powell River historic Townsite. Promotional rates. Visit www.asuite vacation.com or call 604-414-0004. PENTICTON spacious, 2 bd. townhouse overlooking Skaha Lake, 5 min. walk to beach and marina. July 1-15. $425/wk., $750/2 wks. saubin@shaw.ca, 250-493-5750. SALTSPRING waterfront home, 2300 sq.ft., 3 bd., fully equipped. Weekly, monthly rentals. 604-942-7321, jmoliver@telus.net, saltspring.aoliver.ca/ CULTUS LAKE 3 bd. cottage, 150 ft. to lake. N/P, N/S, avail. April - Aug. 31, $700/ wk. or monthly negotiable. Phone 604-464-2890 or delia_cooper@telus.net KELOWNA Immaculate 2 bd. home, hot tub, downtown cultural district, 3 blks from beach/boardwalk. $850/wk. July 2-9, 9-16, 16-23. Ph: 250-868-8952. OLIVER Okanagan golf courses, wineries. Large, self-catering 1 bd. suite. Private entrance, hot tub, $75/night (min. 2 nights) 250-498-4350. DEEP BAY Vancouver Island, 2 bd. furn. house, fully equipped, rural setting, partial ocean view, min. to beach. Avail. April 1 to Oct. 31, 250-244-3534 or 306-574-4909. tandc.tyner@sasktel.net GULF ISLANDS Spectacular new home. Booking now for weekly rental, sleeps 6, ocean view, private hot tub, www.penderislandhouse.com YOGA RETREATS in Paradise Valley, Vancouver, June 9-11 or June 16-18. Yoga & Meditation for Beginners to Advanced. www.shivayogaretreats.com, 778-229-7550. STICKS n’ STONES COUNTRY COTTAGES Galiano Island, suitable for 2-6 people. Children/pets welcome. Modern, all amenities, quiet with easy access to beach and forest trails. Contact 1-877-303-3546 toll free or www.galianoadventures.com, 10% discount for teachers and nurses. PRINCETON B&B Cycle, hike, horseback ride on Kettle Valley Railway and connected trails: kvr Cycle-Inn B&B, 23 km north of Princeton. Also Bed & Bales. Hot tub. www.kvrcycleinn.com, 250-295-0569. CHEMAINUS Vancouver Island panoramic ocean view, stunning sunrises, 2 luxurious apt. available, fully equipped, covered sundeck. For information 250-828-6280 or cglass1@shaw.ca FAIRMONT TIME SHARE sale/rent. Located on Golf Course and near Panorama ski hill. 250-497-9950. CULTUS LAKE Furn. 2 bd. recreational trailer, swimming pool/hot tub/golf, 5 min. walk to lake. 604-591-6065, www.StayatCultusLake.com SUNSHINE COAST Kayaker’s dream! Rare oceanfront cottage at Pender Harbour. Private beach and well-maintained dock just steps from garden entry to suite. Shower, kitchen, radio, DVD. Sleeps 2-4. Minutes to nearby lakes and world famous Skookumchuck Rapids. July books fast. $475/wk. Susan 604-467-3978, susanwalker@ telus.net, www.penderharbour cottage.ca KALEDEN Spacious 4 bd. home near Penticton. Sleeps 6, minutes to beach, private backyard, quiet neighbourhood. Includes all modern conveniences plus grand piano. $1500/wk. N/S, N/P, sharonthomson@hotmail.com CABIN FOR RENT Shuswap Lake. Sleeps 4-6. Lakeview, weekly rentals from June to Sept. Call 604-525-9558. COZY COTTAGE FOR RENT Lake Erroch, 1 1/2 hr. from Vancouver, 30 min. from Harrison. Sleeps 2-6. Golfing, hiking, fishing nearby. Call 604-525-9558. HORNBY ISLAND Private well-appointed 2 bd. cabin. members.shaw.ca/scombs/ cabin.html SUMMERLAND Self-contained studio suite in log home in Trout Creek area, close to some of the nicest beaches in the Okanagan, includes use of w/d, bbq, outdoor patio under grape arbour, $560/wk. e-mail pepperdines@shaw.ca for photos and more info or call Ted 250-494-9809. WHISTLER Soak in the hottub. Swim in the pool.Walk the trails. Bike to the village. Ski-in/out. Whistler at its best. Condo sleeps 4-6. Fully equipped. Quiet. $200/night (min. 2 nights) $125/night summer rate (min. 4 nights). 604-926-4315. WHISTLER Alta Lake, waterfront, 1 bd. condo, sleeps 4, 1 km to village, FP, TV/VCR/ DVD. summer/winter rates, 604-298-2070. WHISTLER GETAWAY. Pinecrest Estates, 5 bd., 1400 sq.ft. cabin, sauna, deck with BBQ, fully-equip. kitchen, DW, WD, wood stove (wood provided). Rates from $175/nt. (seasonal) glush@shaw.ca or 604-936-3346. BLACKCOMB Luxury 2 bd/loft, 3 bath, sleeps 8, ski-in, ski-out, 604-940-0156. WHISTLER Village North, 2 bd. deluxe townhome. 604-531-6847. View at www.whistlervacationhome.ca. WHISTLER Deluxe 1 bd., village, 2.5/ bed. Creekside, rates $69+, salij@shaw.ca WHISTLER CREEK townhouse for rent. View of Alta Lake. 2 bath., 3 bd., sleeps 6. 604-535-3447. WHISTLER 1 bd. condo (Whistler Creekside) sleeps 4, F/P, hot tub, swimming pool, sauna, kitchen fully equipped, u/ground parking, close to lift and stores. Call Jan or John at 604-530-0958. WHISTLER, 3 bd. chalet, sleeps 6, all amenities, $200/night. Call John 604-987-7619. WHISTLER Condo. Sleeps 4, views, close to village, all amen. 604-943-9423. www.greatspots.com List your recreation property for rent or find a Great Vacation Spot for yourself. Locally owned and operated, we’ve been in business since 1989 and have over 120 beautiful properties to choose from. EAST COAST COTTAGES. 2 bd./ 1 bath sleeps 5 and/or 4 bd., 2 bath, sleeps 8. Great beach, centrally located in New Brunswick, 1 hr to PEI, 2 hrs to Halifax, e-mail cglass1@shaw.ca, 250-828-6280. KIHEI, MAUI. Large selection of fully equipped condos. Great beaches. Near shopping centre. Call Alf, 604-291-1751, F: 604-291-9773, kihei@telus.net. MAUI. Privately owned, beautiful fully furn. 2 bd., 2 bath condo across from Kamaole beaches. Great complex, Great location. 250-598-6955, F: 250-598-6965. PUERTO VALLARTA Beautiful, large, 2 bd. furn. condo, downtown, 3 blks from the Malecon (beach). Reasonable wkly rates, N/S, dbemc@hotmail.com, 604-608-4268. FRANCE. Ultimate vacations, privately owned, beautiful furn. 1 bd. central Paris. Provence lovely furn. house close to Avignon. Wkly/mthly. 604-738-1876, 604-298-3904, i_roland@hotmail.com, http://mypage.uniserve.ca/~iroland TUSCANY Italy. B&B. margihammer@ yahoo.com or paulsd@libero.it DISCOVER RURAL FRANCE on two wheels! Explore the magnificent Loire or the flavours of Burgundy as you cycle through fields of sunflowers, past historic chateaux and picturesque villages. You are guided by the unbound enthusiasm of a Francophile teacher. 10-day tours depart for the Loire: July 4 and July 13, July 27 for Burgundy. www.travellers-tale.com, e-mail: info@travellers-tale.com. Panorama Travel 1-888-703-0163, BC Reg#2683. YOGA RETREAT IN FRANCE. July 11—22, 2006. Come to France for a yoga retreat that will use yoga postures, breath, meditation and dialogue to bring a sense of lightness into your life. www.frenchfarmhouse.ca PAINTING & DRAWING IN THE AUVERGNE. July 25—August 5, 2006. Join us in the rustic French countryside to explore drawing and painting en plein air. www.frenchfarmhouse.ca FRANCE. south Languedoc small village house available for rent, www.swanshouseinfrance.com PARIS Montmartre, 1 bd. apt, quiet, metro, shops, ADULTS only, N/S. Available July1—Aug15. Minimum 2 wks. 650 euros/ wk. (approx. $950 cdn) Call 604-736-5894. BUCERIAS MEXICO. 20 min. north of Puerto Vallarta airport. Ocean front, new 2 bd., 2 bath condo. Fully furn. including Star Choice tv, infinity pool, beautiful beach with restaurants and markets nearby. View at www.colibricondominiums.com, $200/ night, weekly/monthly rates. Available March 16-28 and April onward. Contact us at gwwood-linda@hotmail.com or 011-52-329-298-1671. GRANADA, NICARAGUA. Discover this beautiful Spanish colonial city and little known country. B&B run by retired BC teacher. For information contact carolannrea@hotmail.com FRANCE, FRANCE 2006 holiday rental. Renovated 2 bd. houses in ancient vineyard village SW France. Great walking, cycling, food, wine. C$799/C$940 week per family unit. Email mjcapper@hotmail. com, visit www.users.bigpond.com/ scapper/france CYCLE FRANCE 7-day cycling tours of southwest France. Visit prehistoric caves and medieval castles. Linguistic and cultural immersion. Enthusiastic BC teacher is your guide. 2 tours in July 2006. Includes all meals, visits, bicycles, 7 nights accommodation in Roque-Gageac, France. More details at www.bicyclefrance.com or contact Jon at jcpreston@shaw.ca. SOUTH OF FRANCE Teacher-owned holiday rental. Sunny, affordable 4 bd., 2 bath villa in Limoux, Languedoc. Great for sharing! Deith Digby 250-743-2439, www.southoffrancerental.com PARIS Montmartre, 1 bd. apt., quiet, metro, shops, ADULTS only, N/S. Avail. July1-Aug.15. 650 euros/wk. approx. $950cd. Call 604-736-5894. OLD PUERTO VALLARTA large 1 bd. condo, 2 blks from Los Muertos Beach, 604-879-7673, www.vrbo.com/56182 ALSACE, FRANCE 1 bd. apt. for rent in charming village. $600/wk. www.andlau.com, 250-656-3444. FOR RENT  VANCOUVER Clean, bright, quiet, centrally located condos at Robson & Bute. 1 bd. $85/single. Daily/weekly/monthly rates. 604-608-4268, dbemc@hotmail.com WHITE ROCK fantastic ocean view from all rooms. 2 blks from beach, completely remodeled 1000 sq.ft., 2 bd. apt, very quiet area, top floor, huge balcony, fully furn. Available August 2006 for 1 yr. lease, $1200/mo., plus utilities. No kids or pets. Applicants must be over 45. Contact Richard at 604-536-3889 or e-mail at rdb333@yahoo.ca ACCOMMODATION REQUIRED Short-term, 2 bd. rental or board. Vancouver Westside for family of four from July 9 to Aug. 24 approx. Contact 604-731-0947. PENTICTON Furn. 2 bd., 2 bath condo. Rental can be teaching months only at $800/mo. Contact Brenda 403-860-3266 or communication.first@shaw.ca KITSILANO 1 bd. condo available July and part of August. Call 604-737-7181 or email droberts@richmond.sd38.bc.ca VANCOUVER Newly renovated furnished studio apt. for rent in West End, 3 blks from Stanley Park & English Bay. Daily, weekly rates (min. 2 nights). $75/ night, $500/wk. Contact 250-447-6393. SUNNY WHITE ROCK Mid-July to mid-Aug. 2006. Great family home in quiet cul-de-sac, 4 bd. & playroom, great sunny backyard, 5 min. drive to beach. Walking distance to shops and bus. Contact Nathalie 604-542-0603 (evenings). VICTORIA 4 bd., 2 bath family home in Colwood, 15 min. from downtown Victoria. Spectacular ocean view of Mt.Baker to the Olympic Range. 5 min. walk down path to the beach. Available July 2, $1900. Brian or Kelly 250-474-5136. VANCOUVER West End, near beach, Stanley Park, Robson, theatres. Large furnished 1 bd. suite available July and Aug. $1000/mo. all incl. Contact 604-783-3613 or bluedesert@shaw.ca VICTORIA Furnished townhouse, 2 bd. plus office, $1000. July. jmalo@shaw.ca VANCOUVER Beautiful, 2 bd. $500/wk. for July only. View, easy access to downtown. Call Jocelyne at 604-873-9176 or joctomas@shaw.ca VICTORIA Beautiful, bright, clean, spacious 3 bd., 1400 sq.ft. lower level suite w/laundry facilities. 3 min. walk to UVic and 15 min. to the beach. $800/wk. Call 250-382-3533. COQUITLAM Near SFU, lovely large 3 bd. home. July/Aug. Daily/weekly/monthly. ejstewart2004@shaw.ca PORT COQUITLAM Large 1 bd., main floor, new kitchen, 1.5 baths. Quiet, park-like setting. Shared laundry, utilities. N/S, no dogs, references, $700. 604-944-9575. HOUSE EXCHANGE Vancouver/ Victoria house exchange, Aug. 6-13, lovely 3 bd. townhouse in Vancouver, sleeps 6, large patio and garden, convenient location. Looking for something similar in Victoria, email ppeters@vsb.bc.ca VICTORIA contemporary 3 bd., 2 bath. patio dplx. Fabulous location. N/S, N/P, July 1-31, $1300. 250-592-4563. pchauhan@shaw.ca VANCOUVER Great central location, quiet treed street, clean, bright. 900 sq.ft. apt., 1 bd. + den, large balcony. Available up to 2 years, August 2006. $1300 plus utilities. Contact Pat 604-871-0463. MILL BAY house 30 min. from Victoria. Panoramic ocean views of Gulf Islands and Mt. Baker. Vaulted ceiling, 3 bd. and solarium. Avail. July, August, $1700/mo. or $600/wk. Phone 250-746-3628 or www.happylow.net VANCOUVER Sublet 2 bd. apt. near UBC for the summer. 2 blks. from Kits Beach on quiet Vancouver street. Contact 604-220-7498 or 867-668-2929. adrianne_robson@hotmail.com SALTSPRING ISLAND Waterfront home, sleeps 6, private beach, sauna, Japanese garden, close to pub, ferry, store. $2,500/wk. 250-514-4109, gordond@highspeedplus.com VICTORIA Furn. executive style studio, close to downtown, kayaking, biking on Galloping Goose Trail, $1,200/mo. 250-514-4109, gordond@highspeedplus.com YALETOWN Summer rental. 1 bd.+den, furnished condo, avail. July & August. Pool, gym, parking, seawall and Robson, N/S, N/P. $1500/mo. 604-562-3361 (evenings). WANTED: UBC area house exchange or rental for 3 bd. executive in Kelowna for July and August 2006. Contact 250-769-2750 or mwperkins@shaw.ca VICTORIA Artzy private home. Close to Elk Lake and beaches. July only. $1500. 250-658-5891. VICTORIA James Bay, furn. 1 bd. for June/July/Aug. Great view. Across from park. $900/mo. Call 604-874-1089. MISCELLANEOUS  MASTER OF EDUCATION (Special Education) by coursework offered by Flinders University in S. Australia is recognized by the B.C. Teacher Qualification Service. The degree is available entirely in distance mode. Applications are invited now for commencement of study in 2006. More information at: http://ehlt.flinders. edu.au/northamerica or from the program co-ordinator, Bernice.Burnip@flinders. edu.au USE YOUR MOUSE to find your house! www.carollivingstone. com, Victoria, Sooke or Sidney. Thinking of buying or selling, click on Victoria’s top real estate web site, free reports and MLS listings with full addresses. Call Carol and discover how to save with her teacher’s discount. Carol Livingstone, B.Ed. Re/Max Camosun, carol@carolliving stone.com, toll free 1-800-663-2121 or 250-744-3301. MAKE A DIFFERENCE in your students’ lives, www.howtomakea difference.com FIND A TUTOR web site. Designed for tutors looking for clients and parents/ students looking for tutors. Free 2 month trial for tutors wishing to advertise. www.findAtutor.ca RETIRING? Undecided about your Joint Life option? Order Choosing the Right Options, a straightforward guide/workbook for selecting the best option for your situation—$15. Interactive Excel CD version— $30. Mail: Ken Smith, 5120 Ewart St., Burnaby, BC V5J 2W2 or BCTF Lesson Aids. CANADIAN TEACHERS OVERSEAS, building bridges through education and travel. Contact: Carol Baird-Krul at 250-247-0077, cbairdkrul@shaw.ca. Experienced overseas educator, proven placement advisor. OLD KOREAN PROVERB The King, the Father and the Teacher are to be respected equally. Come to Korea and teach English to enthusiastic students at public schools. Round trip airfare and furn. accom. provided. Weekends free to explore the rich culture of the hermit kingdom. Details: 604-451-0321, chris@startrevolution.com FOR SALE Wonderful ocean view Bowen Island home, 45 min. to Vancouver. Peaceful and private! $460,000. 5 min. stroll to Bowen Bay swimming beach. 604-228-8669, www.usellahome.com, List 2245. FOR SALE Okanagan paradise, 36 ft. travel trailer with super slide, air conditioning, awning, island queen bed, 4 bunks, storage galore and many extras. New condition (2001) $24,900. Details and pictures available: email jsmith3447@shaw.ca, 604-908-3447. AS LONG AS IT TAKES website. A gathering place for BC teachers and others interested in public education.Articles, letters, forum, chat room, photos, free classifieds, and lots of opinions. www.aslongasittakes.com NEED A NEW OR NEWER VEHICLE? I make vehicle shopping easy, saving you time and money on a sale, lease or purchase. With a background in education I can listen and understand what is important to you. Check our web site and give me a call. Bill Sloan, Vehicle Agent, Prime Source Lease Group, 250-592-0879, Email: bsloan@shaw.ca, www.pslease.com OPEN HOUSE Cook School, Richmond. 50th Year Celebration, Thursday, May 18, 2006, 5-9 pm. TEACHER APPRECIATION All teachers receive 15% off everything for the month of May. Some exceptions may apply. Homestead Furniture, #104-19070 Lougheed Hwy. Pitt Meadows, BC V DRAMAWORKS 2006 Theatre Alberta hosts a variety of theatre workshops designed to collectively engage educators, amateurs, and professionals! Workshops in directing, acting, musical theatre, playwriting, stage combat, set and costume design, and more. 2.5-day & 3.5-day weekend workshops running July 6-9 & 13-16 at The Citadel Theatre, Edmonton. Early bird pricing available until June 2. Visit theatrealberta.com or call 780-422-8162. RESOURCES  RESOURCES. Enhance your Kindergarten, ESL, FIrst Grade, Speech classes with Annie Ape: The Magic Bullet to Literacy and Alphasongs. Information at www. kindergarten-tips-and-skill-lessons.com, 604-850-6748, dewdneydragon@shaw.ca EXPERIENCE NATURE’S WONDER Burns Bog. Contact Burns Bog Conservation Society for resources, tours 604-572-0373, 1-888-850-6264. TEACHER’S GUIDE to Miracle at Willowcreek $19.95, Novel $9.95. Order from Burns Bog Conservation Society, 4-7953 120th St., Delta, BC V4C 6P6, phone 604-572-0373 or 1-888-850-6264. CANADA: A PEOPLE’S HISTORY viewing guides to assist students using this video series. Download sample materials at www.bcguidebooks.ca. CIVICS 11 reading guides for students using the texts Canadian by Conviction and Civics: Participating in a Democratic Society. Download sample materials at www.bcguidebooks.ca. TEACHING WEATHER? Finally! A cohesive, comprehensive package of well-planned lessons and resources for teaching the foundations of weather science. Designed for BC’s new science curriculum! "Destination Discovery: The Weather Zone" www.discoverysciencelearning.com Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140925,www.blogger.com,http://www.blogger.com/feeds/6870458664232083246/posts/default/7904233484420137673,Moved Temporarily Moved Temporarily The document has moved here.)
(20141003,www.facebook.com,https://www.facebook.com/SupportBCTeachers2014/photos/pb.1438645646389768.-2207520000.1412360587./1478654192388913/StickersFlyout.react?_fb_noscript=1,Page Not Found | Facebook For a better experience on Facebook, enable JavaScript in your browser, or switch to our mobile site. Facebook logo Email or Phone Password Keep me logged in Forgot your password? Sign Up Sorry, this page isn't available The link you followed may be broken, or the page may have been removed. Go back to the previous page · Go to the Facebook homepage · Visit the Help Center Mobile Find Friends Badges People Pages Places Games Locations About Create Ad Create Page Developers Careers Privacy Cookies Terms Help Facebook © 2014 · English (US))
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20140930,qdtateachers.weebly.com,http://qdtateachers.weebly.com/important-links.html,Important Links - Quesnel District Teachers' Association 250.992.3737 Home About Us Contact Us Important Links Professional Development News & Events Member Services Social Justice Aboriginal Education TTOC Health and Safety Bargaining Issues in Education Important Links Collective Agreement 2013-2014 School Staff Reps Teacher Seniority List as of August 2013 - SECURE LINK SD28 Job Postings Employee and Family Assistance Plan (Human Solutions) School District 28 British Columbia Teachers Federation Teachers' Pension Plan TPP Pension Estimator BC Retired Teachers Association Teacher Qualification Service BC Teacher Regulation Branch Ministry of Education BC School Trustees Association Downloadable Documents and Forms Professional Development Application Special Intiatives Form Special Intiatives Form for TTOCs Teacher Mentorship Program Info and Form Personal Pro-D Voucher Form Create a free website Powered by Start your own free website A surprisingly easy drag & drop site creator. Learn more.)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/TeacherNewsmag.aspx?id=8164&fid=7806,BCTF > Teacher Newsmagazine, October 2004, Volume 17, Number 2  	BCTF Teacher Newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine of the B.C. Teachers’ Federation October 2004, Volume 17, Number 2    This month's issue is also available in PDF format. Click here or on the image above for the PDF version. Table of Contents Aboriginal education enhancement agreements Adult education is the safety net BCTF Executive decisions BCTF rehab program: When members need help, the BCTF is there Classified advertising Environmental record of B.C. Liberals Exchange teaching experience First Nations literacy and community outreach project Health and safety: Prevention pays Le rôle des parents dans la valorisation de l’éducation Listening to students on social responsibility No cow left behind On being well: Finding the balance Our students. Your kids. Worth speaking out for. Part 2: Why teach spirituality? Public education under attack at home and abroad Sure, I believe in social justice, but… Teachers celebrate return of democratic college Teachers’ tips: Engaging teenagers in learning Ten new BCTF lesson aids The case of the vanishing professional day Uneven economic growth Valuable lessons from a student Wear it loud and wear it proud Word on the street You and your teacher-librarian Yours for the asking About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141007,m.youtube.com,http://m.youtube.com/watch?v=LrLaBU_LbWI,)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/SalaryAndBenefits.aspx?id=20280,BCTF > SIP General Information  	Salary & Benefits  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers Aboriginal Education  Bargaining & Collective Agreements  Français  Health & Safety  New Teachers  Opportunities for Members  Pensions Professional Development  Professional Rights & Responsibility  Provincial Specialist Associations  Salary & Benefits  Teachers Teaching On Call  Teaching Resources  For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Salary and Benefits > Salary Indenmnity Plan Salary Indemnity Plan (SIP)—General information Note:   The Salary Indemnity Plan is not insured by an insurance company regulated under the Financial Institutions Act. The BCTF is exempt from the regulatory requirements of the Financial Institutions Act.  Who contributes to the Salary Indemnity Fund? Effective 2014–15, each teacher contributes 1.67% of salary earned. Of that, 0.46% supports the short-term portion of the plan and 1.21% supports the long-term portion. All teachers must contribute to the short-term portion of the plan. However, if a teacher has reached factor 88, 64 years of age, or is in receipt of a registered pension, she/he may withdraw from the long-term portion of the plan. Who is eligible to collect benefits from these plans? Under the short-term portion of the plan, a teacher may receive benefits from the plan, beginning the day after the last day of paid work or sick leave, if the teacher is prevented, by illness or injury, from performing her/his normal employment duties. A teacher may receive short-term disability benefits for 120 days. Once into long-term disability, a teacher may receive benefits for up to one year, being disabled from her/his own “occupation.” After that first year, the teacher must be suffering from a mental or physical disability that prevents the teacher from performing the duties of any gainful employment, and is designated as being disabled from “any occupations.” Who pays the benefits? Short-term claims are adjudicated and paid by the BC Teachers’ Federation, while long-term claims are adjudicated and paid by Great-West Life. However, this is not an insured plan. Both short-term and long-term benefits are paid directly from members’ Salary Indemnity Plan fees. How long can a teacher remain on benefits? Once a teacher has been in receipt of benefits for 90 days, a medical specialist must support the claim. A teacher can continue to receive benefits from the plan so long as the on-going medical supports the claim. How many people are currently receiving benefits? There are approximately 1,750 teachers currently receiving short-term or long-term benefits from the plan. How do we know if we have enough money to pay these claims? The Plan is subject to an actuarial evaluation each year. As a result, we always know the status of the funding of the plan and the Salary Indemnity Plan fee is reviewed annually. Could the plan run out of money and not be able to pay benefits to teachers currently on claim? As of June 30, 2014, the fund has assets of approximately $273 million. There is sufficient money set aside to pay the benefits to all teachers who are currently on claim. The fund is invested and managed professionally, in accordance with BCTF policy, and the BCTF Finance Committee oversees the investment managers each quarter. The fund is diversified, and invested conservatively. For more information, see the Salary Indemnity Plan Regulations.  August 2014 About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/contacts.cfm?page=staff&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true,BCTF Contacts Home E-mail Lists Links A to Z Index Contact Us Help SITE SEARCH Quick Links BCTF formsBCTF NewsFrançaisLabour linksPensionsTeacher NewsmagazineTeaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Contact Us > BCTF Staff BCTF Staff Directory Note: Use the area code "604" and prefix "871" with the local number for the direct phone line. Name Local  Dept* E-mail Address Allie A. 1932 ISD benefits@bctf.ca Karen A. 1923 ISD benefits@bctf.ca Lu A. 1955 ISD benefits@bctf.ca Carmela Allevato 1904 LS callevato@bctf.ca Cory Anderson 2190 MR canderson@bctf.ca Virginia Anderson 2202 HR vanderson@bctf.ca Pat Balango 2201 HR pbalango@bctf.ca Mike Barnes 2134 IT mbarnes@bctf.ca Sherri Bell 2105 ACCT sbell@bctf.ca Olga Borissova 2137 IT oborissova@bctf.ca Roger Bortolussi 2212 PROD rbortolussi@bctf.ca Nadia Bove 1835 FSD nbove@bctf.ca Diana Broome 2243 INFO dbroome@bctf.ca Gretchen Brown 1912 LS gbrown@bctf.ca Mary Ellen Bullock 2207 HR mebullock@bctf.ca Whitney Burgess 2113 ADMIN wburgess@bctf.ca Jim Burton 2102 PUR jburton@bctf.ca Linda Byrnes 1926 ISD lbyrnes@bctf.ca Karen Cheung 2192 MR kcheung@bctf.ca Christine Choinski 1873 CCD cchoinski@bctf.ca Victor Choy 1949 ISD vchoy@bctf.ca Lydia Chung 2270 TREAS lchung@bctf.ca Jenn Cole 2230 INFO jcole@bctf.ca Dale Costanzo 2178 GRA dcostanzo@bctf.ca Donna Coulombe 2155 EO dcoulombe@bctf.ca Jeannine Coulombe 2200 HR jalbert@bctf.ca Susan Croll 1877 CCD scroll@bctf.ca Marcus D. 1936 ISD benefits@bctf.ca Lester Dare 2211 PROD ldare@bctf.ca Alison Davies 1823 PSID adavies@bctf.ca Dawna Dodds 2191 MR ddodds@bctf.ca Debbie Durie 2210 PROD ddurie@bctf.ca John Ehinger 1887 FSD jehinger@bctf.ca Joanne Enquist 2130 IT jenquist@bctf.ca Charlotte F. 1934 ISD benefits@bctf.ca Anne Field 2251 RES afield@bctf.ca Kerri Fisher 1905 LS kfisher@bctf.ca Susan Fonseca 1819 FSD sfonseca@bctf.ca Alison G. 1939 ISD benefits@bctf.ca Sasha G. 1924 ISD benefits@bctf.ca Leslie Gallicchio 1801 PSID lgallicchio@bctf.ca Jenny Garrels 1871 PSID jgarrels@bctf.ca Miguel Gomez 2133 IT mgomez@bctf.ca Kim Graham 1903 LS kgraham@bctf.ca Anne Guthrie Warman 1824 FSD aguthriewarman@bctf.ca Doreen H. 1945 ISD benefits@bctf.ca Megan H. 1956 ISD benefits@bctf.ca Melissa H. 1931 ISD benefits@bctf.ca John Hall 2214 PROD jmhall@bctf.ca Glen Hansman 2153 EO ghansman@bctf.ca Lesley Harrington 2241 INFO lharrington@bctf.ca Chris Harris 1935 ISD charris@bctf.ca Kathy Hartman 1842 PSID khartman@bctf.ca Jessie Hayek 1889 FSD jhayek@bctf.ca Sukhi Heir 2116 MAINT sheir@bctf.ca Patrick Henry 1840 FSD phenry@bctf.ca Liz Hines 1900 LS lhines@bctf.ca Richard Hoover 1843 FSD rhoover@bctf.ca Michele Hope 1860 PSID mhope@bctf.ca Cecilia Huard de la Marre 1869 PSID chuarddelamarre@bctf.ca Jim Iker 2152 EO jiker@bctf.ca Michael Infante 2104 ACCT mifante@bctf.ca Luis Isidoro 2176 GRA lisidoro@bctf.ca Dan Johnston 2109 ACCT djohnston@bctf.ca Sheila Jones 2222 TREAS sjones@bctf.ca Doug Kearney 1810 FSD dkearney@bctf.ca Ritchie Kendrick 1838 FSD rkendrick@bctf.ca Michael Kimmis 1957 ISD mkimmis@bctf.ca Nancy Knickerbocker 1872 CCD nknickerbocker@bctf.ca Larry Kuehn 2255 RES lkuehn@bctf.ca Karin Lai 1902 LS klai@bctf.ca Sarbrinder Lalli 1890 ISD slalli@bctf.ca Thom Learmonth 2116 MAINT tlearmonth@bctf.ca Belva Lee 2221 PUR blee@bctf.ca Kevin Lee 2115 ADMIN klee@bctf.ca Kim Leslie 1958 ISD kleslie@bctf.ca Wendy Leslie 1814 PSID wleslie@bctf.ca Margret Li 2143 IT mli@bctf.ca Miranda Light 1807 PSID mlight@bctf.ca Charlie Locke 2138 IT clocke@bctf.ca Carman M. 1946 ISD benefits@bctf.ca Erin M. 1930 ISD benefits@bctf.ca Diane MacDonald 1815 LS dmacdonald@bctf.ca Moira Mackenzie 2156 EO mmackenzie@bctf.ca Elizabeth Maguire 1892 ISD emaguire@bctf.ca Mary McClure 1878 CCD mmcclure@bctf.ca Jack McDermot 1883 CCD jmacdermot@bctf.ca Jean McDermott 2101 ACCT jmcdermott@bctf.ca Teri Mooring 2159 EO tmooring@bctf.ca Charlie Naylor 2254 RES cnaylor@bctf.ca Janice Neden 1845 PSID jneden@bctf.ca Marianne Neill 1839 FSD mneill@bctf.ca Ken Newman 0 ADMIN knewman@bctf.ca Emily O'Neill 2244 INFO eoneill@bctf.ca Debbie Orban 2150 EO dorban@bctf.ca Diane Osborn 2106 ACCT dosborn@bctf.ca Rich Overgaard 1881 CCD rovergaard@bctf.ca Sarah P. 1937 ISD benefits@bctf.ca Kathy Powell 2220 PUR kpowell@bctf.ca Barb Preus 1831 FSD bpreus@bctf.ca Megan Pyves 2193 MR mpyves@bctf.ca Bonnie Quan Symons 1857 PSID bquansymons@bctf.ca Akash Rattan 2271 TREAS arattan@bctf.ca Kerry Richardson 1812 FSD krichardson@bctf.ca Liz Robinson 1901 LS lrobinson@bctf.ca Karen Rojem 2242 INFO krojem@bctf.ca Susan Ruzic 1850 PSID sruzic@bctf.ca Kerry S. 1948 ISD benefits@bctf.ca Lauri S. 1927 ISD benefits@bctf.ca Louise S. 1816 PSID benefits@bctf.ca Gloria Saggo 1867 PSID gsaggo@bctf.ca Dennis Shaw 1944 ISD dshaw@bctf.ca Kelly Shields 1879 PSID kshields@bctf.ca Marion Shukin 1804 PSID mshukin@bctf.ca Joel Siverson 2131 IT jsiverson@bctf.ca Kathleen Smith 1876 CCD ksmith@bctf.ca Jennifer Sowerby 2177 GRA jsowerby@bctf.ca David Stange 2232 INFO dstange@bctf.ca Karen Steel 2175 GRA ksteel@bctf.ca Michele Steele 1802 PSID msteele@bctf.ca Christine Stewart 1849 PSID cstewart@bctf.ca Gail Stromquist 1854 PSID gstromquist@bctf.ca Vanessa Terrell 1851 CCD vterrell@bctf.ca Kathleen Thomson 1821 FSD kthomson@bctf.ca Marie-Claude Tremblay 1844 PSID mctremblay@bctf.ca Patti Turner 1803 PSID pturner@bctf.ca Jolanta Vaitekonyte 2250 RES jvaitekonyte@bctf.ca Peter Valbonesi 2141 IT pvalbonesi@bctf.ca Brad Veitch 2140 IT bveitch@bctf.ca Calum W. 1938 ISD benefits@bctf.ca Larry W. 1928 ISD benefits@bctf.ca John Wadge 1837 FSD jwadge@bctf.ca Darlene Waggett 1846 FSD dwaggett@bctf.ca Una Walsh 2203 HR uwalsh@bctf.ca Verna Warner 2151 EO vwarner@bctf.ca Honor Wells 2107 ACCT hwells@bctf.ca Lise West 1870 CCD lwest@bctf.ca Margaret White 2252 RES mwhite@bctf.ca Drusilla Wilson 1925 ISD dwilson@bctf.ca Mike Wisla 1891 ISD mwisla@bctf.ca Sarah Young 1806 PSID syoung@bctf.ca *Department Legend ACCT:  Accounting ADMIN:  Administrative Services CAPS:  Collective Agreement & Protective Services CCD:  Communications Campaigns EO:  Executive Offices FSD:  Field Service GRA:  Graphics H&S:  Health & Safety/ISD H&W:  Health & Wellness/ISD HR:  Human Resources INFO:  Information Services ISD:  Income Security IT:  Information Technology LS:  Legal Services MAINT:  Maintenance MR:  Member Records PROD:  Production PSID:  PSID PUR:  Purchasing RES:  Research RTA:  Retired Teachers' Assn SEPF:  SEPF TREAS:  Treasurer's Office About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy Close Window Print Page   BCTF Staff Directory Note: Use the area code "604" and prefix "871" with the local number for the direct phone line. Name Local  Dept* E-mail Address Allie A. 1932 ISD benefits@bctf.ca Karen A. 1923 ISD benefits@bctf.ca Lu A. 1955 ISD benefits@bctf.ca Carmela Allevato 1904 LS callevato@bctf.ca Cory Anderson 2190 MR canderson@bctf.ca Virginia Anderson 2202 HR vanderson@bctf.ca Pat Balango 2201 HR pbalango@bctf.ca Mike Barnes 2134 IT mbarnes@bctf.ca Sherri Bell 2105 ACCT sbell@bctf.ca Olga Borissova 2137 IT oborissova@bctf.ca Roger Bortolussi 2212 PROD rbortolussi@bctf.ca Nadia Bove 1835 FSD nbove@bctf.ca Diana Broome 2243 INFO dbroome@bctf.ca Gretchen Brown 1912 LS gbrown@bctf.ca Mary Ellen Bullock 2207 HR mebullock@bctf.ca Whitney Burgess 2113 ADMIN wburgess@bctf.ca Jim Burton 2102 PUR jburton@bctf.ca Linda Byrnes 1926 ISD lbyrnes@bctf.ca Karen Cheung 2192 MR kcheung@bctf.ca Christine Choinski 1873 CCD cchoinski@bctf.ca Victor Choy 1949 ISD vchoy@bctf.ca Lydia Chung 2270 TREAS lchung@bctf.ca Jenn Cole 2230 INFO jcole@bctf.ca Dale Costanzo 2178 GRA dcostanzo@bctf.ca Donna Coulombe 2155 EO dcoulombe@bctf.ca Jeannine Coulombe 2200 HR jalbert@bctf.ca Susan Croll 1877 CCD scroll@bctf.ca Marcus D. 1936 ISD benefits@bctf.ca Lester Dare 2211 PROD ldare@bctf.ca Alison Davies 1823 PSID adavies@bctf.ca Dawna Dodds 2191 MR ddodds@bctf.ca Debbie Durie 2210 PROD ddurie@bctf.ca John Ehinger 1887 FSD jehinger@bctf.ca Joanne Enquist 2130 IT jenquist@bctf.ca Charlotte F. 1934 ISD benefits@bctf.ca Anne Field 2251 RES afield@bctf.ca Kerri Fisher 1905 LS kfisher@bctf.ca Susan Fonseca 1819 FSD sfonseca@bctf.ca Alison G. 1939 ISD benefits@bctf.ca Sasha G. 1924 ISD benefits@bctf.ca Leslie Gallicchio 1801 PSID lgallicchio@bctf.ca Jenny Garrels 1871 PSID jgarrels@bctf.ca Miguel Gomez 2133 IT mgomez@bctf.ca Kim Graham 1903 LS kgraham@bctf.ca Anne Guthrie Warman 1824 FSD aguthriewarman@bctf.ca Doreen H. 1945 ISD benefits@bctf.ca Megan H. 1956 ISD benefits@bctf.ca Melissa H. 1931 ISD benefits@bctf.ca John Hall 2214 PROD jmhall@bctf.ca Glen Hansman 2153 EO ghansman@bctf.ca Lesley Harrington 2241 INFO lharrington@bctf.ca Chris Harris 1935 ISD charris@bctf.ca Kathy Hartman 1842 PSID khartman@bctf.ca Jessie Hayek 1889 FSD jhayek@bctf.ca Sukhi Heir 2116 MAINT sheir@bctf.ca Patrick Henry 1840 FSD phenry@bctf.ca Liz Hines 1900 LS lhines@bctf.ca Richard Hoover 1843 FSD rhoover@bctf.ca Michele Hope 1860 PSID mhope@bctf.ca Cecilia Huard de la Marre 1869 PSID chuarddelamarre@bctf.ca Jim Iker 2152 EO jiker@bctf.ca Michael Infante 2104 ACCT mifante@bctf.ca Luis Isidoro 2176 GRA lisidoro@bctf.ca Dan Johnston 2109 ACCT djohnston@bctf.ca Sheila Jones 2222 TREAS sjones@bctf.ca Doug Kearney 1810 FSD dkearney@bctf.ca Ritchie Kendrick 1838 FSD rkendrick@bctf.ca Michael Kimmis 1957 ISD mkimmis@bctf.ca Nancy Knickerbocker 1872 CCD nknickerbocker@bctf.ca Larry Kuehn 2255 RES lkuehn@bctf.ca Karin Lai 1902 LS klai@bctf.ca Sarbrinder Lalli 1890 ISD slalli@bctf.ca Thom Learmonth 2116 MAINT tlearmonth@bctf.ca Belva Lee 2221 PUR blee@bctf.ca Kevin Lee 2115 ADMIN klee@bctf.ca Kim Leslie 1958 ISD kleslie@bctf.ca Wendy Leslie 1814 PSID wleslie@bctf.ca Margret Li 2143 IT mli@bctf.ca Miranda Light 1807 PSID mlight@bctf.ca Charlie Locke 2138 IT clocke@bctf.ca Carman M. 1946 ISD benefits@bctf.ca Erin M. 1930 ISD benefits@bctf.ca Diane MacDonald 1815 LS dmacdonald@bctf.ca Moira Mackenzie 2156 EO mmackenzie@bctf.ca Elizabeth Maguire 1892 ISD emaguire@bctf.ca Mary McClure 1878 CCD mmcclure@bctf.ca Jack McDermot 1883 CCD jmacdermot@bctf.ca Jean McDermott 2101 ACCT jmcdermott@bctf.ca Teri Mooring 2159 EO tmooring@bctf.ca Charlie Naylor 2254 RES cnaylor@bctf.ca Janice Neden 1845 PSID jneden@bctf.ca Marianne Neill 1839 FSD mneill@bctf.ca Ken Newman 0 ADMIN knewman@bctf.ca Emily O'Neill 2244 INFO eoneill@bctf.ca Debbie Orban 2150 EO dorban@bctf.ca Diane Osborn 2106 ACCT dosborn@bctf.ca Rich Overgaard 1881 CCD rovergaard@bctf.ca Sarah P. 1937 ISD benefits@bctf.ca Kathy Powell 2220 PUR kpowell@bctf.ca Barb Preus 1831 FSD bpreus@bctf.ca Megan Pyves 2193 MR mpyves@bctf.ca Bonnie Quan Symons 1857 PSID bquansymons@bctf.ca Akash Rattan 2271 TREAS arattan@bctf.ca Kerry Richardson 1812 FSD krichardson@bctf.ca Liz Robinson 1901 LS lrobinson@bctf.ca Karen Rojem 2242 INFO krojem@bctf.ca Susan Ruzic 1850 PSID sruzic@bctf.ca Kerry S. 1948 ISD benefits@bctf.ca Lauri S. 1927 ISD benefits@bctf.ca Louise S. 1816 PSID benefits@bctf.ca Gloria Saggo 1867 PSID gsaggo@bctf.ca Dennis Shaw 1944 ISD dshaw@bctf.ca Kelly Shields 1879 PSID kshields@bctf.ca Marion Shukin 1804 PSID mshukin@bctf.ca Joel Siverson 2131 IT jsiverson@bctf.ca Kathleen Smith 1876 CCD ksmith@bctf.ca Jennifer Sowerby 2177 GRA jsowerby@bctf.ca David Stange 2232 INFO dstange@bctf.ca Karen Steel 2175 GRA ksteel@bctf.ca Michele Steele 1802 PSID msteele@bctf.ca Christine Stewart 1849 PSID cstewart@bctf.ca Gail Stromquist 1854 PSID gstromquist@bctf.ca Vanessa Terrell 1851 CCD vterrell@bctf.ca Kathleen Thomson 1821 FSD kthomson@bctf.ca Marie-Claude Tremblay 1844 PSID mctremblay@bctf.ca Patti Turner 1803 PSID pturner@bctf.ca Jolanta Vaitekonyte 2250 RES jvaitekonyte@bctf.ca Peter Valbonesi 2141 IT pvalbonesi@bctf.ca Brad Veitch 2140 IT bveitch@bctf.ca Calum W. 1938 ISD benefits@bctf.ca Larry W. 1928 ISD benefits@bctf.ca John Wadge 1837 FSD jwadge@bctf.ca Darlene Waggett 1846 FSD dwaggett@bctf.ca Una Walsh 2203 HR uwalsh@bctf.ca Verna Warner 2151 EO vwarner@bctf.ca Honor Wells 2107 ACCT hwells@bctf.ca Lise West 1870 CCD lwest@bctf.ca Margaret White 2252 RES mwhite@bctf.ca Drusilla Wilson 1925 ISD dwilson@bctf.ca Mike Wisla 1891 ISD mwisla@bctf.ca Sarah Young 1806 PSID syoung@bctf.ca *Department Legend ACCT:  Accounting ADMIN:  Administrative Services CAPS:  Collective Agreement & Protective Services CCD:  Communications Campaigns EO:  Executive Offices FSD:  Field Service GRA:  Graphics H&S:  Health & Safety/ISD H&W:  Health & Wellness/ISD HR:  Human Resources INFO:  Information Services ISD:  Income Security IT:  Information Technology LS:  Legal Services MAINT:  Maintenance MR:  Member Records PROD:  Production PSID:  PSID PUR:  Purchasing RES:  Research RTA:  Retired Teachers' Assn SEPF:  SEPF TREAS:  Treasurer's Office)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12006,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2001 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 13, Number 5, March 2001 I can be happy at this school Creating a socially responsible learning community by Blakeburn community and Linda Laidlaw The school day begins. Several children sit on the circle of couches gathered in the foyer. One reads a picture book; the others quietly converse. Others join them as children, parents, grandparents, and caregivers enter the school. There are more books and more conversations as some children rouse themselves from the sleepiness of early morning. Some choose to play board games or work with Lego or computers as a way into their day. Eventually, most of the students and a number of parents are in and around the foyer in an atmosphere of calm anticipation. It is hard to believe that more than 300 are present and that every school day begins with this joyous collective event. As 09:00 nears, the singing begins. Most join in; others observe quietly. This school ritual began in September as one of the whole-school activities creating community. After several songs and a clapping game, a few students ring the hand bells, which signal the move to classrooms. The children do this in the same way as they have entered the building, spontaneously, without structured adult intervention or the jarring punctuation of electronic bells. Each classroom has the responsibility for ringing the bells. Without outdoor lineups and entry scuffles, positive, natural relationships are fostered. Everyone moves on “as real people do when they are out in the world.” With the final hugs and goodbyes to family and friends, the children begin their day at school. After everyone is settled in, a student leader reads the morning messages for the whole school. There’s a reminder about choir practice, as well as an invitation for everyone to bring in materials and artifacts for Chinese New Year. At the end of the announcements, as happens every day, there is a reminder about the school’s goal of creating a socially responsible learning community. This week’s focus is to treat others with fairness and respect and to include everyone (not just those you like) in the games and activities during the day. At Blakeburn Elementary School, a Port Coquitlam elementary school, which opened in September 2000, a common goal is social responsibility for the whole school: children and caregivers, teachers, administrator, non-teaching support staff, and volunteers. Parents have noticed the difference. “There is a different atmosphere at this school,” one parent reports. “There’s a sense of mutual trust. The expectation is that the kids will manage and get along, and they do.” The kids are learning the language to problem solve, respect diversity, and contribute to the classroom and the school. They are expected to include one another. “It is a common understanding among the children when they are playing at recess or lunch that they don’t have the right to say “You can’t play.” says another parent, “I think that they try to live up to having more responsibilities, to having that trust.” Teachers also notice a different atmosphere in their new school. Though there were questions about implementing alternative practices like turning off the automatic bells and increasing expectations about student responsibilities and involvement, the results have been positive. “It feels so welcoming here—for students and for teachers. The focus is on learning opportunities and developing supportive, caring relationships among colleagues, with parents, and between students. There’s consistency and modelling at every level. We are all working from the same page.” Students can articulate the philosophy of their school. According to Komal, “We learned about how to be gracious—that means, like, if someone offers you something, you don’t go, ‘I don’t like this colour,’ but you learn to be happy with what you get instead of complaining.” Brayden adds, “We know about caring for people, like when someone’s hurt, or asking people not to chase.” Students talk about feeling safe, included, and happy to be at school. Creating the kind of community that is now visible in the day-to-day routines at Blakeburn, didn’t happen automatically. The philosophy and structures had to be a shared vision, and they required many levels of involvement. Initially, in late spring, the leadership team talked about how to create a caring and socially responsible learning community. The B.C. Ministry of Education Social Responsibility Performance Standards framed common language, common expectations, and a starting place for meaningful conversations. The conversations continued throughout the summer as new staff were hired. The children and their families were then included during the first week of school. The entire first week focussed on creating a “caring, creative, intelligent school.” That became the mission statement for Blakeburn. As one teacher commented, “we began to develop shared values and beliefs for what creating a socially responsible community means to all of its members.” Students participated in multiaged “family” groupings with relevant activities. Throughout the process, staff realized that such work must be multifaceted, woven through the curriculum, and part of all interactions at school. For example, the Christmas concert focussed on “caring for each other,” the creation of a community quilt represents the diversity in the community, the children use the Social Responsibility Performance Standards to evaluate characters in literature, and all staff, including the new noon-hour supervisors, use the same language when interacting with children. As one teacher said, “It is far more powerful when we are using common language.” It required all adults to “buy in” to notions of social responsibility at all levels. That included breaking down the “norms” of competition or isolation. Even with the rising public stance against bullying and violence in schools, creating a positive school climate requires more than a pre-packaged antibullying program for a scheduled time in the day. Living the principles of inclusion and responsibility to one’s school community, through modelling and consistency, must happen all day, every day. We believe that creating a socially responsible learning community is a lifelong journey, and we know we’ve just begun. As one student said, “I am happy and lucky to be at this school. I feel safe. Everyone treats me good. I love coming to school!” The Blakeburn community consists of parents, children, special-education assistants, teachers, secretaries, caretakers, and the administrator. Linda Laidlaw is a B.C. teacher, currently working on her doctorate at York University, Toronto. Funding applications Blakeburn Elementary School received $1,000 from the BCTF Ed May Social Responsibility Education Fund to assist them with their project, Creating a Socially Responsible Learning Community. The fund was established at the 1994 BCTF AGM to support teachers in promoting socially responsible teaching practices in the province. A brochure describing the criteria and procedures for applying for funding is sent to all schools in September of each year. The fund has been fully expended for this year. Applications for the school year 2001–02 may be submitted at any time. The deadline for submissions is November 30, 2001. For further information, please contact Dan Blake, BCTF PD Division, (604) 871-1851, toll free 1-800-663-9163, local 1851, or dblake@bctf.ca. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/opportunities/TeacherAwards.aspx?id=5456&printPage=true,Opportunites for BCTF Members > Teacher Awards  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Opportunities for Members > Teacher Awards, Grants, Scholarships Roger Hammill Awards Environmental Educators PSA's Awards for Excellence in Environmental Education Description: The Roger Hammill Memorial Awards are presented annually to two outstanding environmental educators (1 formal and 1 informal) and two EE projects. Criteria: Nominations for Roger Hammill Environmental Educator Awards will be received in two categories. Listed below are the criteria under which awards will be evaluated. Nominations should address the following criteria: Category 1: EDUCATOR - FORMAL or Non-FORMAL: Description of EE Work and Specific Educational Need Served Award applications should include a description of the work, activity, project, or program being nominated, including: specific educational and environmental needs served, goals and objectives met, the benefiting audience, the scope of the initiative (i.e. global, national, provincial, regional, and/or community level), major contributions made, or awards received* Encourages Stewardship and/or Mentorship The successful nominee has: increased student (and public) awareness of an environmental issue, or, acted as a catalyst for positive change/action, or, acted as a role model that has provided and inspired leadership in others * Years of service Nominations referring to the length of service will be given consideration. * Objectives/ Deliverables If project-oriented, did the candidate meet their objectives in terms of organizational goals, the intended breadth of the program or project and expected results such as its intended outcomes and impacts. Category 2: EE PROJECT: * Description of EE Work and Specific Educational Need Served Award applications should include a description of the individual or organization's work, activity, project, or program being nominated, including: specific educational and environmental needs served, · goals and objectives, the benefiting audience, the scope of the initiative (i.e. global, national, provincial, regional, and/or community level), major contributions made, the evaluation process used to assess impact, the project's long-term sustainability and legacy. * Encourages Stewardship and/or Mentorship The submission must demonstrate that the project or group has increased public awareness of an environmental issue, acted as a catalyst for positive change /action or, offered a role model that has inspired and provided leadership to others. * Objectives/ Deliverables Did the project meet its objectives in terms of organizational goals, the intended breadth of the program or project and expected results such as its intended outcomes and impacts. * Names of Partners / Affiliations and their Contributions. Submissions should list all "in-kind", volunteer, and cash contributions to the group/project by other agencies. * Replicability Published and reproducible projects may have an advantage of being able to inspire and guide others to undertake similar efforts in their own areas. Nevertheless, it is understood that not all outstanding efforts in environmental education are reproducible. Hence, the awards judges will take care to ensure that submissions are based primarily on merit. Selection Process: A candidate needs to be nominated by a colleague. The nomination should include: a) completed nomination form; b) specific information related to the criteria statements including dates, where possible; c) other supporting evidence An Awards Selection Committee will make the final selections two weeks before the annual conference. The awards will be presented at EEPSA's annual conference. Deadline Date: All nominations, including the nomination form and all supporting material must be submitted by September 30 For further information, including application and/or nomination forms, please contact: Patrick Robertson President, EEPSA probertson@sd45.bc.ca Updated December 2, 2002)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=15206&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2008 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 20, Number 5, March 2008 Specialist teachers: Who are we and what do we have to offer? By Paul Boscariol and Janice Neden The term specialist teacher is often heard and used, but do we really know what it refers to? A specialist teacher can be defined as one who has training in a specific discipline taken as a major in undergrad studies or taken throughout the university education program. This training has prepared the teacher with the knowledge and skills necessary to most effectively teach that area. What is the importance of a specialist teacher? The specialist teacher is extremely important to ensure that our students are receiving the best level of education in that particular discipline. In the case of technology education, a person trained in that discipline knows far more than what the tools and equipment are and how to use them. The training includes how to safely manage a class of students who are in constant motion, using the tools and equipment, performing tasks and operations that have inherent safety risks. This is achieved through both the course of study and supervised practicum in a shop. Another example is that of learning assistance and special education, where teachers have specific training that gives them the tools and skills necessary to identify learning challenges that students may have. The second part of this process is to develop and implement appropriate programs to assist the students to be successful. These are but two examples of many areas where a specialist teacher is required to ensure that grade and age level, subject area, safety, identification of special needs, and learning support of students are effectively met. The BCTF Provincial Specialist Association Council (PSAC) has identified and supported the need to recognize the importance of specialist teachers in our schools. To that end, PSAC put forward the following recommendation to the Executive Committee in November 2007. This was developed from an ad hoc committee consisting of: Irene Lanzinger, BCTF president; Fran Robinson, past EC member; Pat Clarke, BCTF staff; Janice Neden, Learning Assistance Teachers’ Association president; and Paul Boscariol, BC Technology Education Association president. PSAC Recommendation—Specialist teachers That the AGM amend BCTF policy 47.D. 01 to read: 1. That all assignments to teaching positions should be appropriate in terms of the member’s specific qualifications and teaching experience, and appointments should be made in consideration of relevant qualification and experience factors pertaining to grade and age level, subject area, special needs, learning support, and student safety in any proposed teaching assignment. 2. That where teachers are assigned or choose to teach in areas where they may lack specific qualifications and/or relevant experience, a plan of professional support and development be provided through such programs or activities as district/local joint mentoring programs, post-certification training opportunities, and local union, PSA or LSA organized professional development. While it is the hope of PSAC that specialist teachers be employed in these positions, it is also understood that this cannot always be achieved for a number of reasons. To accommodate this situation, the ad hoc committee developed a second part to the proposed amendment that would provide proper training opportunities for non-specialist teachers who find themselves in such a position. The Executive Committee, after much debate, deleted part 1 of this recommendation. Part 2 was amended to read: That professional support such as district and/or local mentoring programs post-certificate training opportunities and local union, PSA, LSA organized professional development be made available when teachers are assigned or choose to teach in areas outside of their relevant experience and the teacher requests such assistance. It is difficult to understand how, on one hand the BCTF recognizes specialist teachers through the individual Provincial Specialist Associations and through our collective PSA Council, yet they do not want to recognize the same in policy. A precedent has been set with the recognition, in policy, of counsellors as specialists, yet there is a resistance to recognize the rest of the specialists. The intent here is to give due recognition to all, and not to have the counsellors’ recognition removed. The focus should not be on preventing recognition of specialist teachers, but rather on recognizing specialists in policy and improving the training opportunities and support for those who, for whatever reason, have found themselves teaching in an area they have not been trained in. Within our membership, we have a wealth of expertise and experience that can be utilized to assist with post-certification training opportunities and mentoring programs. Let us not lose this opportunity to recognize specialist teachers. Paul Boscariol teaches at LV Rogers Secondary School, Nelson and Janice Neden teaches at McGowan Park Elementary School, Kamloops. Agree? Disagree? More to add? Send us your views (newsmag@bctf.ca) and we may print them in the next issue.)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=18266,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 6, April 2009  Paths to professional autonomy Teacher professional autonomy and public education: The practice of educating citizens, not consumers By Diane McNally Public school teachers in British Columbia agree that true professional development is much more than learning skills in a top-down manner of delivery. Though there may be occasions when teachers choose (and “choose” is the key word) to seek out skill development, most often teachers pursue professional development that holds intrinsic meaning for them and deep implications for their professionally considered practice. However, the global trend to the rising power of neo-liberal market forces ideologies in the interest of corporate welfare and corporate hegemony has reframed education in business terms, and has reframed education as a marketable product while moving it away from consideration as a social good fundamental to a democratic society. This larger context has implications for teachers professional autonomy and the professional development of teachers. In British Columbia, teachers have seen seemingly non-stop increases in government bills, data madness manifesting in terms of ever-proliferating demands for “accountability” to the detriment of teachers’ practice and student learning. The narrow “accountability” mindset is directed to production of compliant and uncritical thinkers. BC teachers are resisting the top-down business model of education and teacher “skill development” because teachers are deeply committed to protecting their profession as one that fundamentally supports development of citizenship, not compliant consumers, by facilitating critical thinking, educationally sound curriculum choices, and social justice education. Teachers in British Columbia have experienced the top-down control version of managed “professional development” when they are “expected” to attend presentations promoted by school-level management and are “expected” to teach in certain ways. Such external expectations that replace teacher choice in professional development and professional autonomy in practice are underpinned by the control mechanisms of judgments of individual teachers (now judgments of individual schools, but teacher level Fraser Institute rankings are only a matter of time, and attached to that, teacher merit pay), and ever more lofty targets developed annually in an endless striving that can never be good enough. In Greater Victoria, a school trustee was heard to say in a public meeting that all children could be above average in performance measures if teachers taught them properly. This fantasy is directly associated with support for the call for ever-increasing data submissions from schools to the District, all to the end of proving that teachers aren’t good enough, and that management can fix that through top-down control of teachers’ professional development and constant challenges to teachers’ professional autonomy. The neoliberal glorification of promoting private delivery over public institutions, efficiency over diversity and respect for the individual and social justice, and promotion of competition for students by public schools, along with school-based financial agony (better known as school-based budgeting with the “flexibility” to decide what to do with not enough money) are presented by ideologues as increasing efficiency and effectiveness. Teachers are continually assaulted by the flavour-of-the-year skill fixes that emanate from the Ministry of Education’s “fix the teachers” department, based on seemingly no recognition that teaching is not an exact science and that any classroom contains unquantifiable variables. Is “efficiency” what we have in mind for our classrooms? Is “efficiency” the objective of the dedicated teacher who enters a classroom filled with all the variables students bring? And what notion of “effectiveness” does a professional hold? Certainly not teaching to any test in order to demonstrate marketability for the school, while letting all the engaging opportunities that professional judgment would embrace, drift away in the stultifying climate of “data collection.” Professionals are dangerous! Professionals resist and subvert the control agenda aims of education managers; so the professionalism of teachers is structurally attacked and undermined. Professionals resist the coercion of nominative “leaders” masquerading as consensus-building at the school level in regard to teachers’ professional development and autonomy in practice. Among the qualities needed in a democratic society that teachers strive to develop in student citizens are considered use of individual freedom and personal liberties, personal choice in the context of society, and autonomous participation in personal and social life. The current obsession with accountability and data collection violates these fundamentals of democracy. Democracy and autonomy aren’t theories—they are practices that professional teachers demonstrate in their own lives and choices, and that they transmit to students in authentic ways. The professional teacher creates an environment that allows individuals to follow paths that are individually fulfilling for them, above economic focus. Professional teachers expect to, and do make such choices for themselves as they make professionally fulfilling choices in regard to their practice and professional development. Diane McNally, first vice-president, Greater Victoria Teachers’ Association. Recommended reading: John West-Burnham, Education and Democracy, University of Manchester monograph. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11936&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2000 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 13, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 2000 Opinion Sanctions against Iraq by Patrik Parkes On Saturday, September 23, 2000, Dennis Halliday, a former assistant secretary general of the UN, was in Vancouver to speak about the devastating effects of U.S.-led UN sanctions against Iraq. Halliday outlined some of the main issues and related anecdotes from his time spent in Iraq to an audience of more than 900 people. The sanctions against Iraq are of concern to all who value human rights. Specifically, it is of concern that Canada has endorsed these sanctions. And it is of concern to teachers that Iraqis’ right to education has been undermined by the sanctions. Of specific concern to public school teachers is the prevention of basic school supplies—paper, pencils, and textbooks—from entering Iraq under the sanctions. Iraq used to have an education system that was free and universal. Now, having little cash, the Iraqi government has had to start charging tuition for even elementary education. Many children can’t attend school anyway, forced to beg or prostitute themselves to earn money for their families. A generation of Iraqi children is growing up uneducated, angry, and isolated from the outside world. When Iraq was prosperous, it imported 70% of its food supply, and it could afford to provide free healthcare for its citizens. Now Iraq is unable to import sufficient quantities of food, is banned from importing medicines and other medical supplies, and has no money to repair infrastructure destroyed by mainly U.S. bombing. During the Gulf War, 28 hospitals and 80% of all water and sewage systems were destroyed. Since the war and the onset of sanctions, birth weights have declined, and 30% of Iraqi children are at risk from acute malnutrition. As a direct consequence of the sanctions, 6,000 Iraqi infants die each month. To make things worse, many are born with severe birth deformities resulting from the use of depleted uranium in U.S. and U.K. bombs. Effectively, what is happening to Iraq can be called genocide. Because of the sanctions, Iraqi people are unable to access basic medical necessities, and they are being starved to death. The sanctions violate international law, which prohibits the starvation of civilians, and the destruction of things indispensable to human survival, as methods of warfare. The ostensible purpose of the sanctions is to contain Saddam Hussein and prevent Iraq’s weapons of mass destruction from being a threat. Dennis Halliday has suggested other motives for the sanctions. One is to promote the threat of Iraq in order to increase U.S. arms sales to Iraq’s neighbours. Another is to control the supply of oil—“a form of neo-colonialism applied by the U.S. to dominate the Arab world.” Indeed, keeping Iraqi oil off the world market helps inflate world oil prices, of benefit to U.S. oil companies. Unfortunately, the Canadian government endorses the sanctions. At a time when the death of Pierre Trudeau has caused many Canadians to reflect on their nation, recalling the more independent image we used to project abroad, it is a great shame that Canada so blindly lends its help to exploits such as the sanctions against Iraq. Halliday remarked that Ottawa is acting as a branch of Washington. By supporting the sanctions and other injustices such as the bombing of Yugoslavia, Canada is projecting an international image of servitude to U.S. whims. This is an issue of serious concern to all Canadians. Canadians need to pressure the government—through letter-writing campaigns, or other means—to end its support for the sanctions. Teachers can raise awareness by including the sanctions against Iraq in discussions of current events. The sanctions are of interest to social-issues clubs as well. If you require further information, or petitions, please contact Campaign to End the Sanctions Against the People of Iraq (CESAPI), c/o Ken Hiebert, (604) 253-1459. Patrik Parkes is a teacher on call in the Coquitlam School District. Schools: A factory model by Ed Harrison and Rob Sandhu Early 20th Century Education leads Teachers into the 21st Century.” Imagine that headline as a lead into a Vancouver Sun story about our education system. But in fact that is the situation. Back in the early 20th century, Franklin Bobbitt, at the Harvard School of Education, was proposing an education system that viewed the child as the raw material and the school as the factory that would mould the student into a marketable product. At each stage in the process, the managers were to constantly check the product for consistency using specified objectives. Within Bobbitt’s vision of curriculum and schooling, the B.C. ministry’s view of education would sit very comfortably. Prescribed learning outcomes (PLOs) clearly describe what the teacher is supposed to teach in a particular subject. When curricula were first developed in the mid-1900s, teachers working on them thought that they would be able to describe their subject area in more detail than ever before. PLOs started out as Intended Learning Outcomes (ILOs). But if something were intended, the ministry testing branch could not be sure it had been taught. Thus ILOs became PLOs. Further, it was with some dismay that teacher curriculum developers were told by ministry representatives that they could only have 240 PLOs per subject. This raises the question, What do they do if the PLOs don’t fully describe a subject? They link the ministry with a particular conception of schooling: Schools are factories that are to be controlled at every stage. The ministry’s assumption is that if you control what is taught through PLOs, you control the process of education. That is not unlike Bobbitt’s vision. But, of course, you don’t really know if you have controlled the education process unless you test to see if you have the control. Thus we have witnessed the growth of testing in the province. It started innocently enough with some sample testing in Grade 10 in the key areas of science, English, math, and social studies. Such testing could be used to alter or rewrite curriculum and thus improve the overall quality of education in the province. The problem was that the testing programs began to have history. The social studies program, for example, had been sampled three times and data was beginning to be compared. Groups began to raise questions about what should be taught and how it should be taught. But this did not conform with the ministry’s view of how the factory should be run; it did not account for the need to have quality control. A new testing program was needed. Foundation Skills Assessment (FSA) tests would focus on the subject area and be linked to a student’s ability. The move quietly shifted the responsibility for success in program away from the ministry to the teacher. It prevented a historical pattern of data about a program from being collected and stifled the teacher demands for curriculum reform. The process of being educated began to be more important than the substance. If students are able to pass those tests, then there is no reason they should not continue the process of being educated. If they can’t pass the tests then we will move them through the system anyway since at some point they should be able to pick up enough to graduate. That also follows the dictum of James Popum in an article, “The Death of Curriculum.” Popum argues that testing can be used to control classroom activities. The performance-based outcomes also extend the control of the ministry. They are based on the model of the school as a factory. Performance is a term drawn from the theatre: the student becomes the performer, the one who performs for the entertainment of others. Performance is indeed theatre given that the PLOs never reflected the basis of a particular program or course. But as long as the process of giving the performance is standardized and measured, students will be thought to be educated. Of course, the question that is begged is, Is this really education? Where the factory-system approach to education begins to fall apart is around the issues related to accreditation. Accreditation is designed to ensure consistency with ministry standards of what constitutes a good school. But the time that was spent getting to that point and the speciousness of the questions has led to a fundamental questioning of the reasons for accreditation. Teachers have finally raised the question about the validity of the process. But the ministry insists that the process, flawed or not, continue. The questions of process and substance reach a pinnacle over advanced-credit issues related to summer school. Questions related to marks (one school reports an average course mark in SS11 as 78%) and topics covered indicate that the process—that students go through the course rather than the substance (that there is meaningful discussion of the issues and time to reflect upon the material)—is more important. The process attitude toward education is a response to what the public wants: It wants accountability at any price. There is no room for debate about what is worthwhile in education, of what should be taught and how. It is the process that politicians want to be able to point to with the assurance that the “bang for the buck” can be measured and accounted for: the accountants factory model that Bobbitt suggested in the last century has come true. Ed Harrison teaches at New Caledonia Senior Secondary School, Terrace, and Rob Sandhu teaches at the VSB/UBC Transition Program, Vancouver.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/AdvocacyAndAction.aspx?id=5300,BCTF > Going to Victoria report, Charley King  	BCTF Action and Advocacy  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Advocacy and Action > Lobbying > Going to Victoria   Charley King Coquitlam Teachers’ Association Charley King is a teacher and part-time released officer in Coquitlam, (local #43). He lobbied his MLA, Mike Farnworth, in a one-hour meeting and was then invited to join his MLA for lunch. The main points that Charley conveyed to the MLA were about the chronic underfunding of education, the number of classes in BC that are over 30, and severe composition issues. Charley also talked about the re-purposing of schools as well as the new School Centred Leadership program, which Charley emphazised was highly destructive, as it pits school against school. The MLA agreed that the budget projected little-to-no new money for education. It will be a system still underfunded. Mr. Farnworth also agreed that the government’s use of class “averages” is cold comfort for parents of students who sit in those large classes. He also stated that democratically elected school boards were vital and the best way to serve public education. This was the first time Charley has lobbied in Victoria. He found the experience very positive and noted how willing his MLA was to listening and really discussing the issues. Mike Farnworth appreciated the information presented in the package and told him to “keep the information coming.”   About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/AdvocacyAndAction.aspx?id=5356&printPage=true,BCTF > Campaigns and Strategies  	BCTF Action and Advocacy  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Advocacy and Action > Campaigns Campaigns and Strategies The BCTF has successfully raised awareness about educational issues affecting students' learning conditions and teacher's working conditions. 2012-2013 Better Schools for BC Campaign  IdRatherBeTeaching.ca 2011-2012 Bargaining media campaign  The BCTF on YouTube The BCTF joins the YouTube community with videos highlighting public education issues with humour, satire, and irony. External campaigns and coalitions The BCTF frequently works in coalition with other groups in support of public education, public services and other important issues congruent with Federation policy. The BCTF has joined or is supporing a number of external campaigns and coalitions.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=28547,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 25, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 2012   Beyond BCeSIS, but not soon  By Larry Kuehn  The good news is that BCeSIS will be replaced. The bad news is that it won’t be soon, and getting it right the next time will not be easy.   BCeSIS is the troubled student information system that the ministry has spent $100 million on in the last decade. That doesn’t count the many local costs and the price of extreme aggravation of many teachers produced by the limitations of BCeSIS. The ministry knew by the fall of 2010 that BCeSIS had to be replaced. There had been a disastrous opening of school where the system simply failed to deliver at a crucial time in the school year. In addition, the Pearson corporation bought out the company that developed the software for BCeSIS, the AAL company. Pearson is expanding its reach into all aspects of education by buying companies and closing down their products. In effect, they are buying a customer base for their existing products. Pearson told the ministry that the company would stop supporting BCeSIS software as of 2013 and offered its PowerSchool student information system to replace it. Pearson’s offer was not accepted and the ministry started a process of finding another alternative. The process has included getting advice from consultants and defining design requirements. The ministry, last summer, brought together a group of 44 administrators, teachers, and others to define the “functional requirements.” Superintendents recommended those involved to the ministry. The functional requirements are a key to whether the new system will be better or worse for educational practice. Ursula Franklin tells us that, “every tool shapes the task.” The student information system shapes what goes on in our schools and a different one will shape it differently, therefore it must be consistent with what we philosophically believe is appropriate for a sound public education. The tool shapes the task—so the design of the tool is crucial. The functional requirements are that chance to influence the design of the tool. The document that the ministry has produced has 48 pages of what will be told to the businesses that want the contract for the next student information system. The functional requirements are up on the ministry website: bcedplan.ca/actions/technology.php. Not surprisingly, a significant share of the requirements identified is aimed at not repeating the problems we all had with BCeSIS. It must have a user interface that is friendly and easy to use. It has to be flexible and eliminate what Assistant Deputy Minister Renate Butterfield calls the “pain points,” the many elements that took too much time, were inflexible, and didn’t do what they should. However, designing the future primarily based on correcting the failures of BCeSIS in the past is what Marshall McLuhan called driving forward while you are looking in the rear-view mirror. The BC Education Plan is supposed to lead to some changes in practice in our schools. What kind of student information system will serve the needs of a system that is different from the one that existed when BCeSIS was designed? But designing for the future is difficult when the BC Education Plan is a work in progress, is centred on “personalization,” and has no common definition. The functional requirements document addresses that by calling for flexibility in many of the areas, presumably allowing the software to be shaped to fit the evolving definition of BC’s education system. The next stage of the ministry process is to issue a request for proposals. This invites companies to respond with a proposal for a system that would meet the needs defined by the functional requirements. Is any company likely to meet all those requirements? They certainly were not when BCeSIS was developed. The ministry says that the technology consultants they hired to survey what is out there said that there are off-the-shelf systems that have been developed for a number of states in recent years. The US government has thrown hundreds of millions to have states develop centralized data systems. Unfortunately, that is because the No Child Left Behind and the Obama education policies require states to focus on identifying “failing schools” and creating systems aimed at merit pay and firing teachers based on student standardized test scores. They are not directed at supporting progressive pedagogy in a high-performing school system. The ministry doesn’t want to buy software or hardware or run the implementation and training necessary for a new system. Rather, they want to buy a service for a 10-year period from a company, much as many employers buy a payroll service, for example. Only a large corporation that is already running a similar service is likely to be able to provide this. And, of course, the expectations of this system will be substantially more complex than for a payroll system, which has a lot of standard components, rather than many flexible elements required of a personalized education system. The ministry, and most of the other “stakeholders” except the BCTF, insist that the new system must be centralized. Two reasons are given for this. One is that BC has a centralized education funding system and the student information system must provide the information needed for the allocation of funds. The other reason for centralization is that BC has a situation where increasingly students are cross-enrolled. Because of this, the ministry contends a central system is necessary to keep track of students wherever they are. Neither of these, of course, is the only way of organizing a school system. The information needed for a funding system does not require all the other personal and academic information about an individual student to be in one comprehensive database. A number of other elements will particularly raise the eyebrows of teachers. One, for example, is that the functional requirements document suggests direct parent/student access to a portal with information from the teacher “grade book.” The name grade book itself suggests a traditional record-keeping system of summative marks rather than a flexible system of formative assessment and feedback. The requirements document also indicates that data from the student information system would feed a data warehouse and that “analytics” tools would be provided. Built into the definition of requirements is an assumption that personalization will require that every student has their own student learning plan. Students with special needs would have IEPs that are just more complex versions of the student learning plan, thus facilitating inclusion by eliminating the labels. This suggests some fundamental shifts in support for students with special needs that need to be discussed as policy issues, not adopted through the design of a student information system. These and many more issues deserve attention by more than IT specialists. Every tool shapes the task and it is essential that all teachers pay attention to the shaping of a new student information system.  Larry Kuehn, director, BCTF Research and Technology    Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=21803,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 23, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 2010   The premier’s swan song  By David Denyer   The premier’s prime-time television address was aired on October 27 at a cost of $240,000 to BC taxpayers. It was a last desperate, and ultimately unsuccessful, attempt to salvage his and the Liberal party’s sagging fortunes. The polling that followed confirmed that Campbell’s credibility was damaged, not enhanced, by the broadcast. Contrary to expectations, education issues appeared as an afterthought, filler used to bump up the allotted time to the required 20 minutes. He put the focus primarily on early childhood education, announcing an expansion of Strong Start Centres by 100 at a cost of $3-million a year. They favour those families who are able to spare a family member to accompany and work with the child and, at only three hours a day, they don’t dovetail with the provision of accessible daycare, which would be of greater benefit to those struggling with limited incomes. Campbell declared that, starting in September 2011, every student entering Kindergarten will be offered an early childhood learning assessment designed to assist teachers in planning for the first years of school. But “voluntary early childhood learning assessment” is of no help without additional funding to meet those children’s needs once identified, said Susan Lambert, BCTF president. “Kindergarten teachers already assess all of the children coming into their classes, but we no longer have the specialist teachers in schools to work with them. More testing doesn’t help children learn.” These proclamations of programs already in place were capped by a stunning assertion, that within five years (safely beyond the next election) every Grade 4 student would be reading, writing, and doing math at grade level. This approach, said Lambert, “is typical of this government’s drive to standardize education and not recognize the uniqueness of each learner. The statement demonstrates that the premier doesn’t understand how children learn and it does a disservice to the children who are struggling and to those whose pace is far beyond grade level.” A major disappointment was the complete lack of any intention to address major funding shortfalls, lack of support for children with special needs, school closures, cuts in teaching positions, and the significant reductions in a wide range of services that help students and their education. A major part of the address was devoted to a strenuous defence of the HST and the controversial announcement of a 15% cut in the provincial income tax rate as of January 2011. Ironically, just the day before, the Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives (CCPA) released a report entitled “The Power of Taxes.” The CCPA report makes clear what a bargain taxes are when measured against the services they provide. “Middle-income families in Canada often feel under financial pressure, but the bargain they get from public services is often overlooked: they consume an average of $41,000 worth of public services.” In a recent opinion piece in The Vancouver Sun, Paul Kershaw of the Early Learning Partnership at UBC had this to say: “So, British Columbians, it is time to recognize that our indignation about the HST is costing our kids, cornering our premier to the point that his party’s electoral success depends on issuing another tax cut at the expense of the social policy investments that will really address the vulnerability in middle-income families.” “It is time—to do the math. Tax cuts cannot grow strong economies in perpetuity if we don’t grow strong, smart, and innovative populations. Put bluntly, strong economies require smart family policy.” Iglika Ivanova of the CCPA in her assessment said: “If our Premier wants to help British Columbians, he should focus on directly intervening in the labour market to ensure that all workers can benefit from economic growth or on redistributing income through more generous transfers, more progressive taxes, and through investing in public services that even the playing field... Notice that tax cuts are not on this list.” The premier’s constant talk of putting more money in peoples’ pockets and that consumers know better how to spend it is simply part of the dangerously misleading mythology propagated by business and corporate interests. In less than a week following his prime-time address, the premier announced his resignation effective the date a new leader is chosen. It remains to be seen whether the goals and general direction given for education remain the priorities of the new leadership.  David Denyer is assistant director and newmagazine editor, BCTF Communications and Campaigns Division.   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "#FunFriday Fact: #BC has the highest small business employment in Canada. October is Small Business Month! Check out: http://t.co/20bcLmlvFP" @bcliberals - 03:55pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/francais.aspx?id=4572,FECB > Les ateliers 2013-2014  	Programmes et services français  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers Aboriginal Education  Bargaining & Collective Agreements  Français  Health & Safety  New Teachers  Opportunities for Members  Pensions Professional Development  Professional Rights & Responsibility  Provincial Specialist Associations  Salary & Benefits  Teachers Teaching On Call  Teaching Resources  For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Français Ateliers des programmes et services en français Le choix d'ateliers Le succès vient en parlant: Stratégies et activités pour animer les classes d’immersion et pour amener les élèves à utiliser le français le plus souvent possible à l’école et entre eux. Vive les cultures!: Venez discuter des cultures francophones et partez avec des stratégies pour les infuser dans le quotidien de vos élèves. Comprendre le DELF: rôle et pratiques dans la salle de classe:  Le DELF fait fureur à travers le pays. Pourquoi cette nouvelle vague en évaluation du français ? Comment cela pourrait-il être utile pour vous et vos élèves ? Venez explorer le DELF, les liens avec le CECR et les applications. EnCADRons l'apprentissage des langues: le Cadre européen commun de référence pour les langues (CECR):  Le CECR est très utile à tous ceux concernés par l`enseignement des langues et par l`évaluation des compétences en langue. Il permet de définir, en connaissance de cause, les objectifs à atteindre lors de l'apprentissage et de l'enseignement d'une langue et de choisir les moyens pour y parvenir. Éducation au service de la Terre: Cet atelier propose des stratégies concrètes afin d’intégrer l'éducation environnementale dans la plupart des composantes du programme scolaire. L'objectif de l'atelier est de donner à tous les enseignants des idées pour mettre en évidence les liens entre les matières scolaires qu'ils enseignent et leurs communautés locales. Grâce à l'intégration de l'éducation environnementale dans toutes les salles de classe, les éducateurs sont encouragés à faire réfléchir leurs élèves de manière critique sur leur consommation et à développer une prise de conscience sur l'impact de décisions quotidiennes sur l'ensemble des ressources de la planète et de les amener à décider de vivre de façon plus responsable, en réduisant l’impact des êtres humains sur l'environnement. Français de base : points de départ et prochaines étapes: A workshop in English for Core French teachers: Cet atelier permettra  aux enseignants de core French de se familiariser avec des stratégies qui permettent de répondre aux résultats d’apprentissage des ERI et des compétences du CECR.  Pour le plaisir de lire: Atelier en révision Évaluation au service de l'apprentissage (élémentaire et secondaire): Un état des lieux des recherches montre que faire plus d’évaluations formative en classe peut avoir des effets notables sur l’apprentissage et la réussite des élèves et aide le plus les éleves qui réussissent le moins. L’atelier passe en revue les recherches, clarifie les différences entre l’évaluation formative pour l’apprentissage et l’évaluation sommative de l’apprentissage. Il fournit l’opportunité aux participants de discuter la mise en application dans la salle de classe en fonction des niveaux et des matières enseignés. Il est demandé aux participants d’apporter les travaux d’éleves pour pratiquer la méthode d’un rendu descriptif. Rompre le silence:parler de la question gay et lesbienne dans les écoles: Parlons en! Entamer le dialogue dans vos écoles ou conseils scolaires sur les effets blessants et néfastes de l’homophobie. Examiner les mythes et stéréotypes, les liens d’oppressions et comprendre comment vous pouvez rendre votre école plus sûre et plus inclusive. Réaliser comment l’homophobie touche tous les élèves dans la salle de classe. Du silence à l’action: Pour contribuer à un climat sûr et accueillant à l’école secondaire pour tous: Pour contribuer à un climat sûr et accueillant à l’école secondaire pour TOUS: Vous vous sentez débordé par les insultes homophobes autour de vous ou vous appréhendez aborder le sujet de l’homosexualité dans votre classe? Que faire si un élève veut s’ouvrir à vous de son homosexualité ? Cet atelier va répondre à ces questions et à d’autres que beaucoup d’enseignants du secondaire se posent quand ils essayent d’évoquer les questions LGBTQ (Acronyme faisant référence aux lesbiennes, gais, bisexuels, transgenres). Cet atelier aide les enseignants à tenir un rôle de modèle positif et d’alliés afin de créer dans l’école un environnement sûr et accueillant pour tous. Comment réserver un atelier Les ateliers sont d’une durée de deux heures minimum. Imprimez le formulaire « Demande d’atelier » que vous trouverez ci-dessous, remplissez-le et faites le parvenir par télécopieur au numéro 604-871-2286. Indiquez la date et l’heure préféréé, une deuxième date possible, le lieu, le nombre de participantes et participants et la composition du groupe (niveau d’enseignement, etc.). La facilitatrice ou le facilitateur communiquera avec vous pour discuter de vos attentes. Le groupe d'accueil se charge de la salle de réunion. La FECB se charge des dépenses de l’animateur ou de l’animatrice. Les honoraires ne sont pas requis. Demande d’atelier  Formulaire au format PDF   Veuillez remplir UN formulaire pour CHAQUE atelier demandé. Les ateliers sont d'une durée de deux heures minimum.   About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2014/09/tentative-agreement-yes-or-no.html?showComment=1410994396921,Staffroom Confidential: Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, September 16, 2014 Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Despite what I know was a herculean effort on the part of our bargaining team, I very much hope that BC teachers will vote no to the tentative agreement. After five weeks of strike, and twelve years of legal battles, this is not the deal that will restore sanity to public education and it is not a fair deal for teachers and students. Just as teachers in Saskatchewan rejected a deal to ensure a better outcome, I hope BC teachers will consider a no vote to let our team know we have to go back to the bargaining table. Class size, composition The agreement provided a modified LIF fund starting at $75 million per year and increasing to $85 by the last year. It is for teachers only, which will mean a slight improvement in Districts where sizeable portions were spent on Education Assistants or senior District staff rather than teachers. However, in an average size District like Victoria (20,000 students, 1,000 teachers), this will translate into about 5-10 more teachers. That is one for every five schools. To put it in comparison, Justice Griffin's judgement estimated the lost funding due to lost class size language at about $330 million in current dollars. (Read more here about the proposed Education Fund.) I heard so many teachers speak up about the need to ensure that we do not return to over-crowded classes when the strike ends. This agreement does very little to alleviate what is the most pressing issue. Throwing away the court victory The agreement provides a "reopener" in the event we win on appeal our class size language. What this means is that the language returns, but is not implemented until new language is negotiated. Without the actual implementation of the returned language, there will be very little incentive for the government to bargain it back. We would essentially be back in the very same position we are in today, with government trying to bargain it out and us trying to bargain it back in. In my opinion, even if we were legislated back to work we would be in a superior position. If we won the appeal the government would then be forced to implement the language. We are thus throwing away our historic court victory and the bargaining pressure it potentially creates. The reopener is really only mildly less offensive than E80. In both cases, we have to bargain back what was illegally taken from our contract and the government will probably never have to restore it. In fact, the "reopener" creates the perfect opportunity for government to lock us out to try and force us to agree to something far inferior. Throwing away the remedy for the last twelve years The agreement provides $105 million to compensate for grievances over-sized classes for the last twelve years. Using Justice Griffin's estimates, our loss is roughly $300 million times 12 = over $3 billion. I cannot fathom how $105 million is a fair compromise. The BCTF's original proposal to put this money back into the system was a more fair and productive approach. This agreement means we can no longer go to the courts for a fair remedy. Wages The agreement is very close to government's original offer. While I would be willing to accept this if the class size language was returned, teachers should not be taking such a significant monetary loss without the commensurate gain in working conditions. We have lost roughly 12% of our annual salary. We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut. Minimal improvements There are very minimal improvements in preparation time for elementary teachers (10 minutes per week), and TTOC daily rate. The TTOC daily rate change may depend on your grid placement. It could actually be a wage loss for long term TTOCs who are above category 5 and step 7. There is also $11 million in health and dental benefits. At 40,000 members, this is $275 each. Hardly worth consideration in the context of the rest of the agreement. What next? There are a variety of options if we vote no. We can continue the strike. We can choose to return to work and continue bargaining. We do not, and should not, accept an agreement that doesn't meet our needs and doesn't meet the needs of students and public education. When Saskatchewan teachers rejected the first deal which had 5.5% wage increases over four years, the second deal had 7.3% increases over four years. They have said this still isn't good enough. For us, our main issue is classroom conditions. We need to say this isn't good enough. The way to do that is to vote no. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 7:48 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 124 comments: Troy MooreSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:17 PM The EC recommendation states the open clause will be argued from restored language. However, selling our grievances for nothing as the 105 million is strike savings, is plenty of reason to vote no. Further, no composition caps, but a fund controlled by Superintendents is enough reason to vote no. Thursday I will vote no.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:06 PM Re-opener also says "education fund" in place until new language bargained, so old language can disappear forever.Delete Reply Mme RousseauSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:33 PM Government starved us to death hoping we'd vote yes to whatever deal they'd offer. Planned it from the start.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:07 PM We can sill choose (collectively) to return to work if we reject this deal. Many options.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:09 PM Great analysis, Tara! I think that returning to work would be a bad idea. This will frustrate parents more if they need to find new ways to deal with taking care fo kids. USe the money given to you by the other unions. I am a teacher who had to quit for stress over the terrible condition of work (split FI grade 4/5, several low LD kids with little support, one severe with no support, 2 gifted (no support), and a principal who expected me to teach 2 separate social studies AND science programs)Delete Reply Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:56 PM Good points by all but the gov't succeeded in starving my family out and completly breaking us. I will be voting YES and live to fight another dayReplyDelete Replies schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:21 PM 'Fight another day'? In the last twelve years that we have been pushing back against this government, never has the tide tide been so much with teachers, class size/composition, and public education - and never has the government been pushed back onto the ropes (especially with the call for binding arbitration). What 'other day' is being proposed that we wait for? Now is the time. Vote 'no' and give the BCTF bargaining team a renewed mandate to get a decent deal for students and teachers.Delete Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:10 PM "Another day" means to wake up and realize that 2more weeks means my family of 5 could lose our home. It means I will do all I can to recall Cc, Factbender, and other mla's, and maybe even having "a guy I know" have a chat with them. In year 1 of their reign, I don't believe they even know what "the ropes" are. I will vote YES ...for my family, and I can live with thatDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:12 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply Karen FergusonSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:03 PM Just a question: When the Saskatchewan teachers voted no, had they already been on strike for 5 weeks?ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM No. They are working with no contract. They are not on strike.Delete Shannon DavisSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:23 AM I am a Saskatchewan teacher. We are not on strike; we are currently in the conciliation process after voting "no" to 2 previous offersDelete Reply "Mama Rose"September 16, 2014 at 9:27 PM Can we truly return to work without agreeing and continue bargaining? When I suggested returning to work a few weeks ago, the answer was "being on strike puts pressure on the gov't and without pressure they have no reason to settle." And can you explain more how legislating us back would be better than agreeing to this deal? And finally, why would the BCTF executive put forward a deal that was not a good one?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:30 PM Because they need confirmation of the resolve of the membership to get something better. That is what a no vote does.Delete Reply Troylana MSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:28 PM some great points to ponder, tara......thinking thinking....ReplyDelete schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:43 PM If we vote 'no' to the tentative deal we still have options: We'd not have a contract. But we could... a) strike with full picket lines b) partially strike with phase 1 (work-to-rule) in schools c) partially strike with periodic/rotating job action d) continue negotiating e) return to work and re-escalate strike f) some/all of the above ReplyDelete Replies Caroline MackenzieSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:21 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:14 PM a) will expedite matters (I say less that 3 days)Delete Reply danabjornsonSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:05 PM I am thinking that a legislated, crappier contract would only be in effect for 2 years max (before elections...). If we take this offer, then we will be agreeing to this pseudo-E80. Should we win the court case (which we likely will), we will have to settle on the terms of the THIS negotiated contract which doesn't actually restore learning conditions; it simply allows for those conditions to be negotiated. If we say n, then we default to the 2002 contract, which DOES restore the language. A "yes" vote is saying that we are good on "crumbs"; a "no" vote is saying we want an actual meal. That's my understanding, anyway. Please correct me where I am wrong, Tara. :)ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:44 PM And word is IF they legislate, they could opt to legislate back Grade 10-12 only causing the union to have to lay off all teachers and re-hire based on seniority. That will tear the union at the seams pitting teacher against teacher for those positions. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:17 PM There will be a general strike if that were to happen! They better not do this. They will regret it.Delete Reply imaginefunlearningSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:09 PM Some good points on the background of our fight over the past 12 years, which I have been actively engaged in; however we need to recognize the climate we are in. We are not in Sask. people! We have just come through a very long summer!! We need to thank our @bctf bargaining team & recognize the toll this has taken on all of us & our families. I don't have the luxury of more time on the strike line. This may be as good as it gets. Let's read the agreement and consider getting back to work and making some $ again! That's my 2 cents worth, which would come in really handy right now!!!ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:18 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply RobSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:11 PM Go back in work to rule mode. Work this winter to recall every Liberal MLA. ThAt is the only way to apply pressure to these criminals. ReplyDelete Replies Kate RestonSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:03 PM Recall! Not sure who won the battle but the war is still onDelete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:14 AM Well said Kate... I agree 100%Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:20 PM I think say NO and a better deal will be done in less than 3 days. These guys are not criminals, they are lower than that. I bet they get a sick pleasure in hurting the kids and the teachers.Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:31 PM An official recall is in the works: https://www.facebook.com/groups/316129595235450/?fref=ts Please consider joining.Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:26 AM Leah - do you honestly think anyone who voted BC Liberal did so thinking that they would act any differently on the education file?Delete Reply JJSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:16 PM I am glad to see other members who share my views. I am outraged at a 1.2 percent "raise" in salary per year that doesn't even meet inflation of currently 2%. I feel used and abused.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:23 PM Not to mention all of the other pittance! I am actually surprised that Iker asked teachers to vote on this! Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:18 PM Hi Tara Thanks for the summary! Will we be able to vote NO to the deal, but vote YES to returning to work? Will there be three options when we vote Thursday? Why did the BCTF agree to a substandard deal for us? If we vote no to a deal that was recommended to us, the teachers look like the bad guys and public approval will plummet. I am very disappointed and frustratedReplyDelete Replies KataSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:12 AM Public approval will not necessarily plummet. I have seen strikes where the membership has voted against the executive's "best results to date", and ended up with a better offer. This offer is an insult. The $300 million will not bring funding to the national average (I believe). More importantly, the wage offer is half of the average wage increase for public and private workers (StatsCan). Delete Reply MontySeptember 16, 2014 at 10:19 PM Thank you, Tara. My thoughts too, more clearly expressed. As well, Thursday is too soon to vote, too soon to vote, too soon to vote........ReplyDelete Richard ChalkeSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:21 PM Vote no and lose every shred of public support...just sayin!ReplyDelete Replies UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:31 AM I am a member of the public and would support a "no" vote. js!.Delete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:01 AM Richard Chalke, NO you won't! I am a mother with 3 adopted special needs children who need to be in a class that is designed for them and others like them (my kids are academically slightly delayed but their issues are more social and behavioural) where they can receive the education they deserve taught in a way they can comprehend. I will speak now for all the parents I know, and we will support the teacher's if they continue to fight for our children's best interest.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:28 PM It might not be pretty at first, but once we explain things (and I hope the Mandarin-speaking teachers flood the Richmond organization that voiced their concerns), they will back us. The 3 billions that the judge came to is the first I hear about. This should be stated to every newsmedia comment section in the province. Minimize pickets and flood those outlets with commenters, just like the Liberals do. Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:45 PM I am a member of the public and a single Mother of a child in the public school system. You will NOT lose one bit of my support if you vote no. I know that you are sacrificing so that my child can have a better education, and I am most grateful for it. Having said that, I also know that you are exhausted and broke. I have been dreading that you may have to settle for less than what you (we) deserve because the government succeeded in breaking you. I am not in your shoes, so cannot judge. If the vote is a yes, I understand and I am still behind you. Delete Reply Alison RocheSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:25 PM It is a crap deal. It's always a crap deal. Once you raise the stakes to striking, anything else is a cave in. The last time we walked out was the 3 day illegal strike where I threw away 1200$ and got EXACTLY the same contract I had the year before. The BCTF called it a win because they didn't rip up MORE of my contract. Ridiculous. There are a few of us that believe that working to contract, doing 100% of your teaching job and nothing more (like paying for supplies out of your own pocket or EC) is the only way teachers will survive this government. What if they get re-elected again? Then what? Teachers have lost thousands to these clowns to make "statements" about the state of public education in this province. We can't keep sacrificing ourselves and our families. And in the meantime, you talk to parents about why you have to take this crappy road. Because up until this strike they mostly didn't care about the state of education, but god forbid you didn't run a Sports Day. Then suddenly they wanted to know what the hell was going on. Keep the conversation going in schools. Attend your PAC meetings and stop enabling this govt to underfund and overwork the system. And still get paid!ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:20 AM I am very excited at the prospect of returning to my beloved job on Friday. However I will NOT continue to put my personal money into my classroom and I will be seriously reconsidering my involvement in extra curriculars. I think we shoot ourselves in the foot with all the unpaid work we so willingly volunteer to do. Delete Reply FCSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:38 PM I heard a rumour last week from a loose lipped government insider that after the 22nd, depending on the outcome of the negotiations the Liberals were going to announce a 3 step process. I was not clear if this was based on 3 steps to resolve the strike (perhaps the 3rd step is legislation??) or 3 steps to overhaul the education system, either way, they will settle it outright. I wish you all luck and all the information that you need to make a sound decision of what you feel is best.ReplyDelete Replies Lisa BurrowsSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:53 PM I have heard similar rumours. On the 23rd, the gov. was planning on introducing a $6000 per year voucher system for 3 choices: an academic or trades program, or something called EducationCanada. Not clear whether their intention was to privatize the public system, de-certify teachers and hire them back under new wage/benefits. Not clear where these rumours originated from. Maybe fear tactics to get teachers to vote yes. In any event, I plan on voting yes. I signed up to be a teacher, not a martyr. This strike has cost us a lot. We need to regain our livelihood and hopefully continue the conversation about class composition. We have at least awakened many people to the issue, and the court case is still an avenue that could eventually improve teaching and learning conditions.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:33 PM I urge all teachers to fight and say NO to this deal. Retired teacher who had to retire because horrendous work conditions. Make me proud. They will not last long if you say NO! I know this is tough, but there is money and I hear that Van City does offer loan at low to 0 %. Banks do allow you to miss a mortgage payment. Go talki to your banker.Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM Will school districts require teachers to make up missed days, as suggested in the media? Will the school calendar be changing to make up for the missed three weeks and if so will we be made aware of those changes PRIOR to the vote? ReplyDelete KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:41 PM "Wages..... We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut." And that is the cost of going on strike!!! There is nothing that can be done about that. You cannot go on strike and put up the raise you want every week to compensate for your time on strike - it doesn't work that way.ReplyDelete Replies Drew StevensonSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:59 AM I believe the missing "..." Suggests that they meant to refer to the losses against inflation since the last wage step increase. Thus this contract does not allow us to recover the buying power lost to inflation since the last non contract or "0%" year. Add those up and compare against the proposed increase and you see that by the end of the contract, we won't be able to afford the same value of goods (loaves of bread, watts of energy, litres of gas) that we could at the end of the last contracts term. It was not a comment about wages that were lost in the strike. Those are really small potatoes when compared to the grinding power of inflation over years and years. The next contract will use this latest for a bench mark so these losses to inflation will grind at all teachers for as long as they teach. A death of a thousand cuts to our ability to afford basic goods and services. Any raise less than inflation is a cut to the value placed on us and on our ability to pay our bills. Delete Reply Ed SSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:09 PM Having lost $20,000 (including summer school wages) as the single income for a family of five is far too much; I will be voting YES to the deal, unless the independently wealthy teachers out there who wish to continue the strike will pay my bills and mortgage for me.ReplyDelete Replies Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:14 PM I feel ya. Yes for meDelete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:18 AM Ed S. With all due respect (and I mean that), how did you lose $20,000 in the strike? Teachers were out 2 weeks (all out) before they were supposed to be in June, and now 3 weeks for the start of school? It is my understanding that teachers don't get paid through the summer months. Please correct me if I'm wrong, wherever I'm wrong. Shouldn't you have been financially alright for the summer months at least? Also all teachers knew this strike had a possibility of extending into the new school year but no one teacher budgeted for this possibility? I'm truly just trying to get a clear picture of where this all stems. NO disrespect intended.Delete BlairSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:12 AM Kelly, not Ed but if you look at the numbers there was the 10% lockout haircut in May/June plus the loss of most of June and the loss of much of September. In our 1 teacher (1 non) household we calculated a $9 K - $10 K loss so far. If you add summer school earnings you can easily make the loss in the $20 k zone. As for budgeting, we budget for the summer, but did not expect the 10% haircut, nor the loss of June/Sept days which completely messed our budgeting calculations. A very good friend (single teaching mother) was crushed by the loss of the June income and is without a penny today.Delete Mr. SmoothSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:35 PM The only one who didn't get a haircut was Jim Iker... and he needs one more than anyone else. What's with that over-coiffed 70"s mullet Jim? Does wonders for the BCTF brand image!Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:55 PM Jim's hair is not open for discussion in a respectful space like this. As for his salary, he is a teacher who does not get paid when we are on strike.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:04 PM Totally agree!Delete Reply Mr. GSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:24 PM If I thought they could do any better I would agree with voting NO, but you have to be realistic. The BCTF does not use professionals to bargain and always ends up with much less than they promise the membership when asking for a strike vote. While this is not a great deal for teachers, I really think you're fooling yourself if you think it'll get any better.ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:02 AM BCTF needs to be replaced with younger more adept representatives and advocates. Also, we should be hiring professional contract negotiators - you don't go into battle with cut throat corporate types with a wooden knife. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:37 PM This is BAD deal! Say NO to it and show those (expletives) that we will not take it anymore! Come on! Show them that teachers have a spine! They will respect us, oddly!Delete Reply retaSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:51 PM I agree with Richard. Those in the public that are uniformed would be furious, and there are many teachers who just can't afford to use their wages as their voice any longer - too much has already been donated to the government. In my opinion, the deal is pretty lame. I am sitting on the fence.ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:24 AM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:26 AM So true!!! I cannot afford to fight this battle for public education any longer. Why is this my personal and professional obligation??? However I think this deal is weak weak weak. I also think its the best we are going to get. Ideologically I'm on the fence but my wallet will vote YES.Delete Reply SirThinksToo MuchSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:54 PM My wife and I will be voting "Yes" on Thursday for it is the middle path. The easy path would have been for us to go back to school with E-80 & E-81 over our heads. The difficult path would be for us to vote "No" and put our mortgage at risk and having to continue asking retired parents for handouts to feed a family with three kids. The middle path is the wisest choice for us considering the current political climate in which those who do not teach are the quickest to judge it harshly.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:41 PM I understand that this is really tough for you! I almost died teaching a few month ago. I had to quit. Please consider holding on and say no. Remember the short loss in salary will be offset in the LONG-RUn by better salary increase. This is a joke! They will be laughing at you even more if we accept this. This is a very bad deal! However, I do respect your position!Delete Reply DaleSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:16 AM Why would classroom conditions be better on October 9th after being legislated back? We have been outplayed because of our stubborn refusal to outdated, tired old tactics. It is because of these actions that have led us to this terrible deal. Time to reset, regroup and stock up for the long haul. Can't do it if half the members commit hara kiri on themselves. We are a union of professionals not a cult. ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:49 AM Could not agree more.Delete schreck!September 17, 2014 at 9:44 AM Could you please advise which tactics you believe could have been used to secure a superior deal?Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:47 AM Full disclosure: I'm a BC Liberal supporter. The only people who would benefit from a NO vote are the BC Liberals. Teachers would be bargaining with no leverage whatsoever and would be viewed by a large segment of the population as unreasonable. The BC Liberals then get portray themselves as the only party capable of dealing with the BCTF. schreck! says that the BCTF has the government on the ropes, but he couldn't be farther from the truth. The government wants people to view the BCTF as their primary opponent. Disputes like this just shore up the BC Liberal base and protect its right flank. Any half-baked recall campaign will only reinforce that. It's true teachers aren't going to recoup the lost wages from the strike. I would suggest to you that that means this job action was probably not in teachers' interests, especially without any sort of appreciable strike fund. This is the best deal teachers were ever going to get with this government and people should have been able to recognize that in June. If you want my advice (which you probably don't), it would be to spend the next 5 years building up a strike fund, electing better leaders, and hiring a professional negotiating team. Don't bring a knife to a gunfight and expect things to go well. Focus on getting the best deal you can from whoever the government is rather than trying to change the government, the HST, Kinder Morgan or a thousand different issues that distract from education and erode the union's finances further. You'd be doing yourself a favour, and probably doing the NDP a favour at the same time. Also, if schreck! is David Schreck, you can thank his opposition to STV for the last two BC Liberal majorities. I know I do.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:11 PM One step would be to stop making political contributions to the NDP. This only contributes to the childish animosity and lack of trust that has constantly characterized negotiations. How else can the Socreds/Liberals view teachers except as enemies when they so publicly support their opponents. This stupid confrontational immature approach has to STOP!!!!! Education should not be a political fight when it is so obviously a valuable benefit to our society. It was an NDP government that legislated teachers back to work in 1993. Stop making education a political fight.Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:10 PM I don't think they have to go that far. CUPE and the Nurses still contribute to the NDP yet they don't have the same acrimonious relationship. CUPE and the Nurses just make their members their priority, and broader advocacy second.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:55 PM Ryan (possibly a Liberal paid commenter), with all due respect, I disagree with you. The cumulative increase in lieu of this will be better. Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can. I say to Iker, ask for 6% over 3 years because these people love to play the 15% over 15 year game to make it so big on the surface. Some people think that this is 15% every year. Believe me! I have seen it in comment sections. Others believe that the 15% is too high not understanding that they must divide things over the duration of the contract. It is time that we play it smarter. It is time to put the foot down and ask for money given to us by other unions, if it is needed. Banks can accept one late mortgage payment. It would be suicidal for them to not help. Imagine the possible damage if that ever leaks out. They could lose a lot in teacher money. I for one would pull my money out of a bank in support! Teachers are going to show this government that we have a spine! Enough is enough! Aren't you tired of being treated like kids? (Retired teacher who almost died in a car accident because of work conditions that were horrendous. I had to quit.)Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 AM Not paid by the BC Liberals. I pay them actually... :/ I imagine astroturfers of any affiliation wouldn't disclose their bias. "Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can." How did that work in May 2013? If the teachers reject a contract that their own union endorsed, it will make teachers seem unreasonable. Whether that perception is true or fair is irrelevant. It's what will happen, and teachers will be weaker as a result. Take my advice. Build up a strike fund and focus on the internal governance of the BCTF for the next 6 years. You'll be better off for it. Or not. I don't mind you or others making it easier for the party I support to get elected. I'd just rather not see kids and teachers hurt in the process.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:37 AM Ah! The "don't-hurt-kids" card, hey, when you have underfunded education for 12 years! WOW! That takes the cake! Are your trolling? Oh! You are serious? :) Would you be surprised if I don't follow your advice, considering your lack of logic? Would you be surprised if others don't follow your advice? It is ttue that bullies like you and your ilks love to show who is the boss, who is the teacher now! I suspect that is at the root of the problem! No one wants to fail in school! No one wants to get the strap! Sad that today's teachers don't like it too! But, who cares, we are ... teachers! We deserve it! BAH! BAH! BAH!Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:22 PM That's fine. I look forward to another 16 years of BC Liberal government.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:41 PM 16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate! Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan! Sociopaths do that!Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 9:35 AM "16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate!" 16 years of our opponents still don't understand why they lost. Like I said, that's fine with me. If I said the Liberals would be in power for at least another 13 years back in 2004 you probably would have laughed too. Heck, if I told you on May 13 last year that the BC Liberals would be reelected on May 14 you'd probably have laughed too. And you were wrong. Why is that? Answer that question if you want the NDP to win the next election. Without a correct answer to it, the NDP's cause is hopeless. "Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan!" You feel they are flawed, and that's fine. I don't go around calling people who disagree with me sociopaths, nor do I accuse them of being paid shills. But I also don't feel much need to address your ad hominems. There are logical arguments to support your position, but argumentum ad hominem is not one of them. It's a textbook logical fallacy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 1:15 PM Ah! Now I get it! It is all ego-based! You think because you voted the winning party that you are a winner and we are losers! You think because you predicted that the Liberals would win, you are winner. That does not make YOU a winner or the Liberals! It is called DEMOGRAPHICS, you expletives. The baby boomers are getting old and because they have more assets and won't make a whole lot more for too long, they need to vote a govn't who is going to do just that! It is not rocket science! WOW! You think you are so superior when your party stole an election with 47% of the popular vote. That's not a majority and your party should not have been elected. BTW, did you delete from your ethical memory the words Ethnic voting scandal? The field is slanted and you know it. However, you are so willing to minimize, forget the scams and bad fairplay tactics like a sociopath is allowed to minimize or ignore his or victims emotions that you don't see that you are the loser, we are the victim of your constant bullying. 1% wage increases after years of 0% increases and you can justify that when Yahoo reports that the average Canadian can hope to get 2.5% this and next year: https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html You Liberals behave like fascists, but we can't call you that because that's not allowed! Well! Guess what? It is and you are. Live with it! You keep on dreaming you are a genius! :) I am retired, getting soon a nice pension, and laughing at you from a beach somewhere! AHAHA! Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 2:14 PM What's with the name calling Peter? For someone claiming to be retired you really don't show the wisdom of age. For someone who talks about logic, you use logical fallacies like ad hominems a lot too. It's a fair point that the BC Liberals didn't get a majority of the vote (and I'm a very big supporter of electoral reform). The BC Liberals + Conservatives did though, and I don't think it's realistic to expect the BC Conservatives to have been more generous had they been part of government. Last time I checked I just voted. I didn't "victimize" anyone. Perhaps your rage is misplaced. If you think the election was "stolen" I'm afraid I have to question your grasp on reality though. "Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?" I'm glad you'll have a pleasant retirement Peter. I have no ill will towards you. I'm not sure why you think I do. I'm not saying people were *right* to vote BC Liberal. That's a matter of opinion. All I'm saying is people *did* vote BC Liberal. More voted BC Liberal than BC NDP for the last 5 elections in a row actually. You need to understand why that happened in order to change it for the next election. Clearly you're not interested in that though. Which is fair enough. Just remember next time you're upset about something the BC Liberals do that your lack of interest is part of why the BC Liberals get elected at all.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 3:23 PM I love your culture --or the lack of thereof! Guess what, stop thinking averybody is white and must follow your little rules. Namecalling? Sociopath? Whaaaat? And, what if you are? Still can't call you that? :) You fascist right-wingers are big on censorship! I just don't like you giving us lessons on how to get the NDP in. As stated, people are voting right of the NDP because it is a matter of demographics and a little ethnic vote buying on the side. The rest is mumbo jombo. Yes, of course, they will have to go on strike in the future and yes they will have to build a strike fund. The Liberals stole that from the BCTF too! And, you wonder why I don't have any respect for them? Yes, electoral reform is needed! We agree!Delete Reply JJ GeorgeSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:46 AM As a parent, I support the teachers and respect whether they choose to vote yes or no. However I noticed a discrepancy here from other information I've read regarding prep time for elementary teachers. Here it states minimal improvement to prep time - only 10 minutes per week being added. Elsewhere I read that it is 100 minutes per week for prep, increasing by an additional 10 minutes in the final year. That is a significant difference, and worth noting. Or have I completely misunderstood?ReplyDelete Replies Anne-MarieSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:59 AM Elementary teachers currently have 90 minutes of preparation time per week so an increase to 100 minutes per week is only gaining 10 minutes. In other provinces and some private schools they have as much as 45 minutes of prep time per day.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:56 PM Thank you for inquiring!Delete DW ZSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:57 PM You're right JJ George. There is a significant difference around the province regarding preparation times. In my district elementary teachers currently get 100 minutes of prep time. This new proposal is useless to me. I'll have to wait 6 years to gain an extra 10 minutes. Delete Reply UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:11 AM Almost nobody gets cost of living adjustments. Also inflation is NOT 2%. Do some research and look at the CPI for BC over the last 24 months. The average over the last 2 years is 0.7%, not 2%. The CPI changes every month so you cant just look at the highest month and declare that THE inflation rate. Check out the 12 month averages document for the actual numbers. http://www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/StatisticsBySubject/Economy/ConsumerPriceIndex.aspx All that being said I support the teachers. if you think this is a bad deal as a parent my dream would be for the teachers to vote no but continue bargaining because I do think the kids need to be in school and I do fear that the teachers will lose all support if the strike continues. All I ask as a parent is that you do your own research and try not to be swayed by all the opinions. ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:01 AM Inflation for August was 2.1% (http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/economy/cpi-report-expected-to-reveal-rise-in-canadas-core-inflation-rate/article20593943/). The CPI is a year-over-year calculation.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:43 AM Inflation should be looked at as a yearly average, not an individual month.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:34 PM The lawyers do not believe we have compromised our court deal. Our leadership would not have sold us out. We dodged a bullet. The Premier had something loaded even if we are not sure what it was. The idea that we could simply return to work is not guaranteed. I think a no vote could easily lead to the Liberals locking us out again because the Premier wants to crush us and she will use any excuse. She did not want to take the advice of her people and do this deal. I am certain a plan for drastic action (where we have to take the concessions they had planned) or worse - was in place. We can't guarantee the press will do any better job explaining the complexities should we say no. They rarely sided with us in markets outside of Vancouver where people are more political and they often misled or allowed others to mislead. They are not helping and would sensationalize. This would see dissolution of support very quickly - especially if we asked for wages. (Though admittedly it angers me that we can't ask for wages without being accused of being greedy when that is what most bargaining units do). But we have argued this is about kids and while this is not ideal - it is better to have teachers than not. The deal does suck in that it does not bring us to par - but this fight needs to be won with a strategy that is political and capacity will do that in another round. We have some support - but it is limited to the choir. We need to have the pews too. We need to build that capacity while working and continue to find allies because the fight is bigger than most people want to consider. This is about ideology and about privatization. Education always was political but never more so than now and we have to fight this party or the conservatives who would do the same or worse. No teacher who is responsible can ignore the politics any longer. That is simply the truth. If you work in the system you better get informed and you better be prepared to fight until retirement for the system. That said, I want to ask the same question others are asking: Why is this the job of 42,000 teachers and not the job of all citizens who want equality to fight for this right? It is time (while the conversation is still on-going and up to and including election night) for us to guide the public where we can but mainly play our part by not propping the system up. Make poverty known. Make noise about shortfalls, ask questions (in the media or in board offices ) about who is going to fix it instead of paying ourselves, volunteer some but wait for the pubic to step up so they see what schools lack. I hate the deal too. But I trust Vince Ready and Iker and I don't think we could have done better right now. I think we dodged a bullet because I have read everything this government has put out and followed the trail. They plan to privatize and they are just looking for the route. Voting YES for now does not mean we are giving up. It does not mean a win in the way we wanted but we have won a battle that will lead to us winning the war. If we don't rest up and stock up we might not get there.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:57 PM Well, if it is bigger than just this battle, then we will need ALL the unions to strike if they do indeed use drastic (draconian) measures. I say it is time for ALL of the unions to call a general strike. I guarantee that they will not like that one bit. What will they do then? Call the army? :) People in Europe, at the end of the 19th century stood up in mines. General strikes do occur in Europe and have. If you think you had it tough, think of them who stood tall for US in tougher times and conditions. Make sacrifices. Sell furniture. Tutor on the side. Ask for the BCTF money. Ask your banker to help. As friends and relatives. If we say NO, it won't last long. If they legislate us back, let's call a general province-wide strike of all unions. Delete Reply Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:47 AM Between CC's smug smile as she celebrates slaughtered teachers and Jim Iker's goofy grin - seemingly unaware that he has been a willing puppet, I am thoroughly disgusted. Over the next 5 years, teachers will be in an increasingly bad situation financially, classrooms will continue to be too large and complex with increasing medical, social and environmental issues impacting academic delivery. It could not be less obvious that things will continue to worsen. The Liberals have ensured that BC is rapidly becoming the Canadian Monaco for rich off shore interests and wealthy corporations. Soon the underpaid "workers" will have to be bussed in daily to Vancouver - Asian style. The only recourse is to move to just about any other province and bring in up to $100,000 more over the six years with much less cost of living. So we are bailing, encouraged by friends who have gotten positions in Manitoba and Alberta. My colleagues and I discovered through contacting several school boards across Canada that specialist (special needs and behavioural) and secondary science teachers are in particular demand. I want to work in a professional, respectful environment where the needs of all children are considered a priority and where I feel inspired to do my best. However, I want my vote to reflect the wishes of teachers who will be here over the next 6 (5) years, so very much appreciate your blog and opportunity to read the comments.ReplyDelete Bert SlaterSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:11 AM To vote YES will throw away 12 years of effort, and 2 victories in BC Supreme Court. To vote YES will be to snatch defeat from the jaws of victory. If you vote YES what bargaining power do you think you will have - the government will do nothing, and then what do you think you will do - take job action? PLEASE VOTE NO.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:59 PM Time to show you have a spine!Delete Reply RodSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:06 AM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Cool HandSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 AM Wouldn't a 'No' vote be a vote of no confidence in the BCTF itself?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:02 AM Not at all. It is just a message to the leadership we need to do better. The strength of the union is the members, and we support the leadership by giving them direction through democratic means.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:40 PM I disagree. How else can a recommendation by the EC to vote yes be interpreted? Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:00 PM I am sure people will interpret this both ways, but it is a vote. If it is supposed to be a "Yes", because it might be interpreted one way, then why bother having a vote?Delete Kate TSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:07 AM Yes , it would be. I don't think we could come out much better than this with this government. How will a No obtain that? Christy will be happy, she can declare the BCTF gone and roll out her plan to privatize. Delete Reply David DeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:06 AM A no vote would be a rejection of a the court victories defied by the government and an inadequate deal containing some vague promises that won't meet the needs of teachers or students on class size and other important issues.In Ontario elementary teachers get 200 minutes of prep time per 5 day cycle. I know there is financial hardship, but the union has received close to $2 million in donations from other unions; is there no way of accessing hardship funds? At minimum, vote no and return to work on work to rule with various strike options.ReplyDelete Erica JonesSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:25 AM This article actually makes me so mad. It is NOT better for the kids that they have missed almost all of june and all of september. This is what you signed up for in BC as a teacher. Get on board or GET OUT.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:20 PM Is this really what teachers signed up for? At my high school, each class has about 30 kids, with an average of 17 kids per classroom with an identified learning disability. Our district says that there should be no more than 4 kids per classroom.. How do you expect non-specialist teachers to help each student when over half of them require more resources because of a learning disability? Furthermore, are you generalizing the "better-ness" to all the kids in BC? Because I don't think that it would be better if kids went back considering the learning environment isn't up to par. There are barely any Education Assistants, and support teachers for the multitude of children who need them. While I recognize and appreciate your enthusiasm for education, please realize that the public school system isn't a daycare. Also, please think about your words and the learning environment prior to speaking out. By the way, we're not an autocracy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:08 PM I can understand your frustration! Understand mine! I almost died at 7:30 pm one night returning from teaching a FI split class with several students who did not get enough support or no support at all. The principal expressed to me that he expected me to teach 2 different social studies programs and 2 different science programs. ANYONE I talked to knows that this is impossible to do, especially in French Immersion when kids get no support at home and books are often too hard for students to read. I had to quit my job. I did it for me and did it for the kids. I was like a surgeon who is asked to operate on 5 patients with an old scalpel with 2 inexperienced nurses. Predictably, 4 patients would die and I would be reprimanded! Teachers are put in terrible conditions and kids too. I hope you have the openmind to consider the reality of this honest personal anecdote. I also wish you to understand that this is likely not an isolated incident. What will it take? A kid to commit suicide because he or she is not getitng enough support?Delete Reply hilarySeptember 17, 2014 at 10:29 AM It is incorrect to equate lost funding with what the teachers would have received in grievances. The two are not equivalent. The starting position of the BCTF was $225M, so they never expected $3B to resolve grievances. I'm also interested to know where you get your figures on overcrowded classrooms. A recent Globe and Mail article says that classrooms are, on average, smaller than the caps set in 2002.ReplyDelete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:36 AM The signing bonus should be roughly $2500 each: 105 million divided by 41 thousand.ReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:53 AM It is not that simple. The $105 million is to be allocated by the union. The term "signing bonus" has been crossed off on the signed document. Some of that money may be used to pay union debts. Don't know this but clarification would be useful.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:16 PM Just quoting from the CBC news website, "And finally there are details of $105-million fund to settle grievances stemming from the ongoing court case. The BCTF says that money will be given out as a signing bonus, with specific amount yet to be determined."Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:34 AM I think it would be smart to put at least part of it into your strike fund.Delete Reply WheelsSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:55 AM If the money is used as a signing bonus, it should be based on FTEReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:12 PM Yes I am sure it will be based on FTE. The question is how much of the $105 Million is actually distributed. This is up to the union, and I am told that it is yet to be decided.Delete GuruSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:44 PM And don't forget all the retired teachers who are entitled to a share of it.Delete Reply Geoff OrmeSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:18 PM In another discussion of this someone suggested that under BC Labour Law a no vote means rejection of the proposed deal, and that means the strike continues until either: - the union in question elects to stand down - another tentative deal is presented or - the government imposes a legislated contract. I think the last of these is the most likely, and I believe the legislated contract would be draconian and brutal. What do you think, Tara? Also, I would appreciate your thoughts on Sandy Garossino's comments at https://storify.com/Garossino/should-teachers-accept-the-contractReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:14 PM If this is so, in a few month (likely a couple of years), teachers will win so much more with a Supreme Court judgment! It is possible that the Liberals know that the higher courts are stacked by Liberal judges (that is what happen when judges are chosen, not elected). In any case, a negative settlement (or not a great judgment) will galvinize the public to reform the way the Supreme court judges are being chosen. I doubt that any govn't will want that to happen. A legislated contract will make the LIbs look like sociopaths and dictators.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:47 PM Peter I think you are expecting far too much from the public, many of whom are only paying attention to this matter due to kids being home from school. The public are not remotely this savvy on the political process.Delete Reply IslanderSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:09 PM I am a continuing education teacher. We have it even worse and we are not listened to enough about our poor conditions. Those include no prep time (and we do have to mark and do report cards many times a year sometimes and commonly for 30 students in a class), travelling to different schools with no compensation, and having next to no breaks in between 3 hour classes. I worked for two years with no lunch break and taught 6 hours straight (just 15 min. breaks) to be told, "don't complain since there are others who will do it". We then got 15 min. breaks in between classes. Most of our students are wealthy immigrants, many who try to stay in classes as long as possible since the classes are free. After spending a year in Germany, I realize how better organized it is where the immigrants pay to learn the language on a sliding scale, and have to pay for a student book as well for each class. We do not even have text books, but photocopy so much at tax payers' expense. This is not right. I then teach summer school since we were not on a 12 month continual salary and most of those students are also immigrants (at least 75%). This is also free and it is becoming so common and the new immigrants know this is free babysitting and tutoring. I think one main problem is that we have so many new immigrants in our classes who need ESL like this article states about our inclusion style of education nowadays: http://www.vancouversun.com/life/Shelley+Fralic+trouble+with+schools/10203596/story.html I am honored to be teaching and like my job, but it does get exhausting especially since I need two or three jobs to pay the mortgage that I now no longer have.. back to renting since it all I can afford in this city that has become so expensive. And many don't realize that it is very very difficult to get to full time work as a teacher here. There was a formula that made it take about 10 years to get to f/t (now finally changed). I have been without pay for 3 months, and now had to finally rent a place in anticipation of returning to work, so I have to vote "yes", but please keep the comments coming for what alternatives we have. Maybe we have to just educate the public in a better way than picketing; maybe get out and walk around malls and talk to people and hand out pamphlets on how this liberal government is hurting this. Most Asians (probably just the new who are from such a different system) are already against the teachers since they do not seem to understand what is going on. http://www.vancouversun.com/Business/asia-pacific/Chuck+Chiang+Many+Asian+families+place+blame/10202757/story.htmlReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:17 PM First of all, myn thoughts are with you! I think your ideas about using different strategies is smart. Picketing is not a very good strategy to let people know about things. I think using the membership to flood media comment sections would be more effective. Going to talk to the public might be a good idea along with this, I think. Phone the BCTF and ask for support.Delete Reply Marsha HolleySeptember 17, 2014 at 1:36 PM A teachers wife Vote no you have come to far to back down. It is a -----Y DEAL. ReplyDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:45 PM Ask yourself WHY teachers cannot get 1/2 of the average increase in salary of the private sector? (The Libs will tell you because there are sooooooo many teachers, but I also hear that there are provinces where there is a need for teachers!) TORONTO - A new study says that Canadians, on average, can expect about the same size salary increase next year as in 2014. Human resources consultants Pal Benefits says a survey of 401 organizations, mainly in Ontario, Alberta and British Columbia, projected salary increase for 2015 at an average of 2.79 per cent. That was almost unchanged from the 2.74 per cent average increase projected in last year's survey. Meanwhile, in addition to the average salary increase remaining relatively steady year over year, the survey found that the percentage of employers who plan to freeze salaries appears to have stabilized at eight per cent —in the same percentages as was projected in 2014. Breaking down the numbers further, the survey found the average salary increase anticipated in the engineering, financial services and high technology sectors was three per cent. That compared with an average of 2.5 per cent on the low end for organizations in durable manufacturing. https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.htmlReplyDelete "Mama Rose"September 17, 2014 at 9:12 PM I used to agree with you, Tara, and appreciate you bringing these items to your blog to get us all thinking. But after a very long night and day of research and discussion, I realize I will be voting yes tomorrow. Here is why: I don't care about salary or benefit increases. That is not why I went on strike. I don't care if this tentative deal is not good for teachers. That's not why I went on strike either. For me, the single most important issue is class size and composition. I want to work in a classroom where I have enough time and resources available to me to adequately help all the students I teach. And while it is true that this tentative deal will not change anything in the classrooms right now (or at least most of our classrooms), I realized that we couldn't actually make changes in that area because the issues of cs and c is before the courts. When I made that connection and realized that this round of bargaining was really about a "good enough" agreement regarding wages, then the deal seems, well... good enough. BUT, the best part, is the language the BCTF legal team made around the furture court decision (the re-opener). They have it in writing that if we win the court case (which is likely) and when we have to start bargaining class size and comp again (that is exactly what Justice Susan Griffin said we would have to do) we will be STARTING from the 2002 levels. To make this simple to understand, I explained it to my friends using a number line. With this new language, the BCTF starts the next round of bargaining at say a 50. The government will want us to go to 10 or 15, and we'll compromise and end up maybe 25. But WITHOUT that language, we would have started bargaining at a 10 and only gone down from there. So I do believe it is the best deal possible, it still factors in the biggest issue (from my perspective), we do not lose the important gains of the past, and most importantly, everyone gets to go back to school.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 PM Mam Rose, I appreciate your point of view and your courage. However, let me point out to you and the readers that a decision at the BC supreme court might not turn out the way teachers anticipate. We all know that judges are appointed and who does the appointing? "All justices of the BCSC (including the position of Chief Justice and Associate Chief Justice) are appointed by the federal cabinet, on recommendation of the Minister of Justice. Masters are appointed by the provincial cabinet, on recommendation of the Attorney General in consultation with the Chief Justice." (Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Supreme_Court_of_British_Columbia) Now, I would like to think that all of those people are objective, but they are appointed and we know that there are political appointments. They have a lot of discretion over the laws and judgments. I am willing to bet that the BC Liberals do know this and are betitng the farm (or do they know something we don't know) that the Supreme Courts are stacked against teachers? So, I am not sure if we can count on a WIN if we proceed with the court ruling. I think we would be better to negotiate and negotiate a better deal.Delete Reply retaSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:57 AM Yes...no...yes...no...The last two days have been this. I’ve read so many articles and comments over the past few months and, I can say, I have learned a lot. I know this is not a great deal for teachers right now. I will be voting yes. This is why… 1. The children. Without going into the multiple issues (e.g., grad, post secondary, trades, sports, global education/trips, planned activities, those with varying degrees of special needs, those that need a soft place to land, etc., etc.) the children need to get on with their education. 2. The parents. For many parents, this strike is a financial burden. We do not like to be called baby sitters, but for many living below the poverty line, school is a financial relief. Winter is coming; gas bills will be expensive. 3. Poverty. Remember, BC has the highest child poverty rate in Canada. Schools feed and clothe numerous children. 4. The other systems educators work collaboratively with. MFCD, CYMH, foster parents, group homes, and the multitude of non-profit agencies that support vulnerable children and families are bursting at the seams. We are a part of that team. 5. CUPE. While some have been paid during this strike, that money is coming from districts. It was not provided by the government. And, CUPE is a partner in education - from the bus drivers to the tech dept to custodians to secretaries to EAs and so on. 6. Small Businesses. In our little towns, the school district is the number one employer. There is a direct cause-effect relationship between loss of wage and loss of business. 7. Money. The amount of money that is needed to reverse the erosion of the public education system over numerous years cannot be recouped in one sitting. This agreement is a start. It’s not much but the stage has been set. 8. THE COURT CASE. That is why we were on strike. All the other stuff could have been resolved months ago, but our government was working hard to make the court case go away. Well, it still exists. I consider that the victory. We live to fight another day (as rhetorical as that sounds) AND I hope people actually read the ruling and think critically about how a loss could impact the future of the Charter of Rights, and the power of government to contravene those rights. I am guessing we will vote to ratify as so many fear “what’s next?” from this government. It’s nasty business, and I think legislation would be next. VALUING PUBLIC EDUCATION needs to come from a STRONG, CONSISTENT public voice. If we do ratify the agreement, and those in the profession and public think we've given up, we have not. We’ve been fighting for years. We just haven’t been heard… until now. ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:21 AM I understand your point of view, but sometimes you have to fight to get what you want. This is a VERY bad deal, considering: Other people get on average 2.5% salary increases last year and this year and the next and the rest of us get 1% and must feel happy if we do.? (https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html) THIS DEAL is a horrendously BAD deal for kids/parents as well, of course. We are going to continue to be humiliated and be the laughing stock of many people of this province. After a decade of paycuts, WOW, this is what they are willing to offer! WOW! WOW! WOW!Delete Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:30 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Reply Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:37 PM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:08 PM Let's cross our fingers! I think we need a general strike by all unions if CC legislates teachers back. It is time to put the foot down and tell her and the Liberals that, as in the movie Network,"I am mad as hell and I won't take it anymore!"Delete Reply Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 8:26 PM Needs help on some stats for an online debate Looking for the last 10 or 15 years of contractual salary increases in %. So, 1% for 2001, 0% for 2002,...ReplyDelete Children FirstSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:00 PM Well it's all done now. Really hope the teacher's can find another angle to deal with class size and composition as well as student funding. The government will make sure the coming court case never swings your way no matter what. 2nd most expensive place to live in the the world!!! Wonder why and where the money goes??? ReplyDelete AnonSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 PM I'm an outsider, but have followed closely this whole fiasco and this is a RAW deal. Your union hung you out to dry on this one - taking a really bad deal (clearly no one from the BCTF had rudimentary math skills in their toolbox) and then publicly encouraging to the media that teachers accept the deal....what choice did you have - a no vote would have outraged the public. I could go on and on, but the bottom line, in my opinion, is that your union better get some stronger leaders who are PR and technology savvy. Out with Iker and the rest of those who bargained on your behalf - they just got ......well , we know that happened. Whew, can't even believe how screwed you got, absolutely amazing - nothing meaningful gained in the big picture and only very minor gains for a small group of people, bigger losses for the majority.. Wow - I better stop now. Best of luck. Thanks for all you do for our children. ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ▼  September (9) Reflections on the BC Teacher Strike BC Teacher strike - Lessons learned Response to Sandy Garossino Will the Education Fund improve classroom conditio... Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Class composition: a human rights perspective Class size and composition - a short visual histor... Guest post - I WILL HOLD THE LINE Teachers - let your leadership know it is time to ... ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
(20141007,www.huffingtonpost.com,http://www.huffingtonpost.com/jobs/topnav/version,Something's Gone Terribly Wrong Oh, Noes! A 404! Tweet Feel free to continue to the Huffington Post » or)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141007,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/huffingtonpost,Huffington Post (@HuffingtonPost) | Twitter Twitter Search query Search Twitter Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Language: English Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Have an account? Sign in New to Twitter? Join Today » Sign In Phone, email or username Password Sign in Remember me Forgot password? Already using Twitter via text message? Huffington Post Verified account @HuffingtonPost Tweets 359K Photos/Videos 4,021 Following 5,563 Followers 4.69M Favorites 578   More Favorites Lists Unmute @HuffingtonPost Mute @HuffingtonPost Follow Following Unfollow Blocked Unblock Pending Cancel Huffington PostVerified account @HuffingtonPost internet lovers | sleep believers | news addicts | big font obsessives | greek yogurt fans huffingtonpost.com Joined April 2008 4,021 Photos and videos Tweets Tweets Tweets & replies Huffington Post @HuffingtonPost  ·  3m 3 minutes ago Teen invents ingenious device to help keep his grandfather and other Alzheimer's patients safe http://huff.to/1vLyYKX  View summary Reply 0 replies Retweet Retweeted 20 retweets 20 Favorite Favorited 21 favorites 21 More Embed Tweet Huffington Post @HuffingtonPost  ·  8m 8 minutes ago 15 must-listen songs for fall http://huff.to/1vLy5SL  View summary Reply 0 replies Retweet Retweeted 11 retweets 11 Favorite Favorited 24 favorites 24 More Embed Tweet Huffington Post @HuffingtonPost  ·  10m 10 minutes ago Technology is everywhere -- but is it helping us, or hurting us? Introducing HuffPost Digital Connections http://huff.to/1q5JE2g  Reply 0 replies Retweet Retweeted 13 retweets 13 Favorite Favorited 15 favorites 15 More Embed Tweet Huffington Post @HuffingtonPost  ·  10m 10 minutes ago White House delays enforcement of key protections for home care workers http://huff.to/1sb1K90  View summary Reply 0 replies Retweet Retweeted 8 retweets 8 Favorite Favorited 10 favorites 10 More Embed Tweet Huffington Post @HuffingtonPost  ·  13m 13 minutes ago Twitter sues for right to disclose details of government surveillance requests http://huff.to/1sb10kd  View summary Reply 0 replies Retweet Retweeted 82 retweets 82 Favorite Favorited 38 favorites 38 More Embed Tweet Huffington Post @HuffingtonPost  ·  18m 18 minutes ago 11 pieces of breakup advice from broken-hearted men http://huff.to/1vLwegQ  View summary Reply 0 replies Retweet Retweeted 17 retweets 17 Favorite Favorited 27 favorites 27 More Embed Tweet Huffington Post @HuffingtonPost  ·  23m 23 minutes ago "The Flash" gets a lot of things right about superheroes, and it can thank "Arrow" (via @moryan) http://huff.to/1vLvAQh  View summary Reply 0 replies Retweet Retweeted 22 retweets 22 Favorite Favorited 15 favorites 15 More Embed Tweet Huffington Post @HuffingtonPost  ·  28m 28 minutes ago Jimmy Kimmel hilariously proves Americans don't know who Joe Biden is http://huff.to/1vLuUKO  View summary Reply 0 replies Retweet Retweeted 29 retweets 29 Favorite Favorited 33 favorites 33 More Embed Tweet Huffington Post @HuffingtonPost  ·  33m 33 minutes ago Apparently, buying an iPhone is the new short-term mating strategy http://huff.to/1saWkdX  View summary Reply 0 replies Retweet Retweeted 19 retweets 19 Favorite Favorited 21 favorites 21 More Embed Tweet Huffington Post @HuffingtonPost  ·  37m 37 minutes ago How mozzarella became the perfect pizza cheese http://bbc.in/1nWMwEw  via @BBC_Future Reply 0 replies Retweet Retweeted 18 retweets 18 Favorite Favorited 24 favorites 24 More Embed Tweet Huffington Post @HuffingtonPost  ·  43m 43 minutes ago 44 Halloween costumes that will take you back to the '80s and '90s http://huff.to/1vLsGuQ  View summary Reply 0 replies Retweet Retweeted 36 retweets 36 Favorite Favorited 38 favorites 38 More Embed Tweet Huffington Post @HuffingtonPost  ·  48m 48 minutes ago A few hints on what Kanye West's new album might sound like http://huff.to/1vLrBDj  View summary Reply 0 replies Retweet Retweeted 21 retweets 21 Favorite Favorited 22 favorites 22 More Embed Tweet Huffington Post @HuffingtonPost  ·  53m 53 minutes ago Watch marriage equality go from minority issue to majority in just a few years http://huff.to/1vLqIuH  View summary Reply 0 replies Retweet Retweeted 25 retweets 25 Favorite Favorited 32 favorites 32 More Embed Tweet Huffington Post @HuffingtonPost  ·  54m 54 minutes ago Officials say, oops, there was no surge in Ferguson voter registration http://huff.to/1saR6it  View summary Reply 0 replies Retweet Retweeted 18 retweets 18 Favorite Favorited 15 favorites 15 More Embed Tweet Huffington Post @HuffingtonPost  ·  58m 58 minutes ago Cops say unflattering wanted photo prompted woman to turn self in http://huff.to/1saQ5qB  View summary Reply 0 replies Retweet Retweeted 36 retweets 36 Favorite Favorited 33 favorites 33 More Embed Tweet Huffington Post @HuffingtonPost  ·  1h 1 hour ago Weird Al's glamour shot will blow you away http://huff.to/1saNAVa  View summary Reply 0 replies Retweet Retweeted 11 retweets 11 Favorite Favorited 14 favorites 14 More Embed Tweet Huffington Post @HuffingtonPost  ·  1h 1 hour ago CDC claims progress in Ebola fight http://huff.to/1vLnyah  View summary Reply 0 replies Retweet Retweeted 29 retweets 29 Favorite Favorited 11 favorites 11 More Embed Tweet Huffington Post retweeted Gerry Smith @gerryfsmith  ·  1h 1 hour ago Twitter sues the U.S. government for the right to disclose details of surveillance requests http://huff.to/1rUWyUR  View summary Reply 0 replies Retweet Retweeted 90 retweets 90 Favorite Favorited 27 favorites 27 More Embed Tweet Huffington Post @HuffingtonPost  ·  1h 1 hour ago Campaign wants women to check their breasts as often as they check Facebook http://huff.to/1saMb16  View summary Reply 0 replies Retweet Retweeted 46 retweets 46 Favorite Favorited 31 favorites 31 More Embed Tweet Huffington Post @HuffingtonPost  ·  1h 1 hour ago BREAKING: Federal appeals court strikes down gay marriage bans in Idaho and Nevada http://huff.to/1vLmraq  View summary Reply 0 replies Retweet Retweeted 162 retweets 162 Favorite Favorited 114 favorites 114 More Embed Tweet Twitter may be over capacity or experiencing a momentary hiccup. Try again Visit Twitter Status for more information. Close Huffington Post followed Don’t miss any updates from Huffington Post · Change © 2014 Twitter About Help Ads info Close Trends Trends tailored just for you. Trends offer a unique way to get closer to what you care about. They are tailored for you based on your location and who you follow. Change Keep tailored Trends Get Worldwide Trends Done Dismiss Close Previous Next Close Go to a person's profile Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Close Retweet this to your followers? Cancel Retweet Close Are you sure you want to delete this Tweet? Cancel Delete Close Block Cancel Block Add a location to your Tweets When you tweet with a location, Twitter stores that location. You can switch location on/off before each Tweet and always have the option to delete your location history. Learn more Turn location on Not now Turn off location Close Profile summary Close Your lists Close Create a new list List name Description Under 100 characters, optional Privacy Public · Anyone can follow this list Private · Only you can access this list Save list Close Close Embed this Tweet Add this Tweet to your website by copying the code below. Learn more Hmm, there was a problem reaching the server. Try again? Include parent Tweet Include media Preview Close Sign up for Twitter Not on Twitter? Sign up, tune into the things you care about, and get updates as they happen. Have an account? Sign in » Close Two-way (sending and receiving) short codes: Country Code For customers of United States 40404 (any) Canada 21212 (any) United Kingdom 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM Haiti 40404 Digicel, Voila Ireland 51210 Vodafone, O2 India 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Indonesia 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » See SMS short codes for other countries Close Confirmation)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "#FunFriday Fact: #BC has the highest small business employment in Canada. October is Small Business Month! Check out: http://t.co/20bcLmlvFP" @bcliberals - 03:55pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/vancouver-leaders-dinner-2/gtm.start,Page not found | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Join the Party bcliberals last tweet "#FunFriday Fact: #BC has the highest small business employment in Canada. October is Small Business Month! Check out: http://t.co/20bcLmlvFP" @bcliberals - 03:55pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Christy Clark Follow Featured Articles Sep 19BCTF Members Ratify Agreement Sep 17Education Update: A Message from Premier Christy Clark Sep 4Frequently Asked Questions Upcoming Events Oct 3Tri-Cities Fundraiser Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Touring a natural gas drilling rig with @MLA Mike Bernier, and Brian from EnCana http://t.co/AifdJ4H07b" @Teresa_Wat - 06:01pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=28155,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 25, Number 2, October 2012   The Education Plan: Ways to engage  By Charlie Naylor  The BCTF is preparing a series of short papers that address the central concepts in the BC Ministry of Education’s “Education Plan” (2011).   One issue of concern with much of what has been published to date in the Education Plan, is the almost total lack of literature references, so that when terms such as “quality teaching” are used, there may be some uncertainty as to what perspective is held by the government or ministry. One way to assess such perspectives is in terms of both the language used, and the explicit or implicit linkage, to their other preferred directions such as teacher evaluation and performance reviews. A second, is by having access to literature that allows for a better understanding of the range of approaches to each concept in the plan. Rather than identify with a fixed position, each of our papers aims to offer access to areas of research and information, which will assist locals and members to explore ideas, engage in discussions, and consider directions appropriate within local contexts. In some cases, an essentially welcome concept may run into problems when inappropriately applied. In others, there may be quite different interpretations of what is meant by a concept or just how it might be applied. The idea of these papers is to offer a frame for consideration and analysis, rather than offer a single interpretation. We have outlined the five perspectives that we believe offer a frame for engagement: Concept: What are we talking about? Application: Where is it applied and how? Interpretation: Is it common, dichotomous, or on a continuum? Potential: What might be positive in the concept? Concerns: What do we need to be cautious about? For each of these perspectives we have produced a one-page document that offers a synthesis of key information and quotes from relevant academic literature. The idea is to make information and research accessible so that members can better engage in discussions about teacher quality by accessing research and understanding a range of perspectives and positions on key features stated, but as yet unexplained in the Education Plan. Check out the full report on the BCTF web site at: http://tinyurl.com/9dfflcx   Charlie Naylor, researcher, BCTF Research    Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=15686&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2008 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 20, Number 6, April 2008  Tibetan Buddhist monks need your old ESL materials By Carole Nakonechny At Tergar Monastery, near Bodh Gaya, India, 50 young Buddhist monks, from ages 5 to 24 years, are very enthusiastically learning English. Their teachers from Canada and the United Kingdom donate their time and expertise. The classroom blackboard is a gnarled old piece of plywood painted black; the students’ desks—the floor they sit on. There are no basic supplies, textbooks, or a photocopy machine. Teachers use the world around them and a lot of work to cobble together curriculum. As a retiring ESL teacher with over 20 years experience, I intended to make sourcebooks of my best work to bring with me when I joined the project. When I returned to my old school where my materials were being stored, there was a moment of shock. My three filing cabinets were gone, and I learned that my 20-year career had been accidentally recycled. So I am now putting out a call for help. We need ESL materials (0 literacy up to and including level 2/3 beginner)—favourite lesson plans, worksheets, unit plans, projects, books. All would be useful. Please contact Carole Nakonechny, 302-2455 West 2nd Ave., Vancouver, BC V6K 1J5, 604-734-5063 (phone collect), carolenakone@gmail.com.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141007,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/bcedplan/status/386200896646172672?screen_name=bcedplan&id=386200896646172672,BC's Education Plan on Twitter: "Oops on this last tweet. Clearly I need more coffee :-) RT @bcedplan: fdfdkjirkjfkdk" Twitter Search query Search Twitter Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Language: English Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Have an account? Sign in New to Twitter? Join Today » Sign In Phone, email or username Password Sign in Remember me Forgot password? Already using Twitter via text message? Follow Following Unfollow Blocked Unblock Pending Cancel BC's Education Plan ‏ @bcedplan 4 Oct 2013 Oops on this last tweet. Clearly I need more coffee :-) RT @bcedplan: fdfdkjirkjfkdk Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Favorite 1 11:47 AM - 4 Oct 2013 Don’t miss any updates from BC's Education Plan © 2014 Twitter About Help Ads info Close Flag this media This has already been marked as containing sensitive content. Flag this as containing potentially illegal content. Submit Cancel Learn more about flagging media Dismiss Close Previous Next Close Go to a person's profile Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Close Retweet this to your followers? Cancel Retweet Close Are you sure you want to delete this Tweet? Cancel Delete Close Block Cancel Block Add a location to your Tweets When you tweet with a location, Twitter stores that location. You can switch location on/off before each Tweet and always have the option to delete your location history. Learn more Turn location on Not now Turn off location Close Profile summary Close Your lists Close Create a new list List name Description Under 100 characters, optional Privacy Public · Anyone can follow this list Private · Only you can access this list Save list Close Close Embed this Tweet Add this Tweet to your website by copying the code below. Learn more Hmm, there was a problem reaching the server. Try again? Include parent Tweet Include media Preview Close Sign up for Twitter Not on Twitter? Sign up, tune into the things you care about, and get updates as they happen. Have an account? Sign in » Close Two-way (sending and receiving) short codes: Country Code For customers of United States 40404 (any) Canada 21212 (any) United Kingdom 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM Haiti 40404 Digicel, Voila Ireland 51210 Vodafone, O2 India 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Indonesia 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » See SMS short codes for other countries Close Confirmation)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/blogs/research.aspx?blogmonth=10&blogday=6&blogyear=2010&blogid=7524,BCTF Blogs > Research  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources Home > Social Media > Research Blog Search this blog: BCTF Information Services—Research & Reports Provides summaries and links to new reports and studies in the fields of education, labour, and social sciences. New Report on the Use of Value-Added Measures of Teacher Effectiveness Permanent link The Annenberg Institute for School Reform at Brown University recently published a report titled, Can Teachers be Evaluated by their Students' Test Scores? Should They Be? The Use of Value-Added Measures of Teacher Effectiveness in Policy and Practice. The author concluded that "the promise that value-added systems can provide such a precise, meaningful, and comprehensive picture [of teacher effectiveness] is not supported by the data." Links to the executive summary, the press release, and commentary can be found here.  Posted by BCTF Info. Services at 06/10/2010 4:49 PM Comments (0) NBC Education Nation Panel: "How Public Schools Can Attract Good Apples" Permanent link Video here of an NBC Education Nation panel with Geoffrey Canada, Michelle Rhee, Randi Weingarten, a representative the Gates Foundation, and a public school teacher. The panel was moderated by reporter Steven Brill. The beginning of the video is notable for the critical voice of the public school teacher, who has a lot to say about the effectiveness of charter schools and merit pay for teachers.  It's a dissenting opinion that hasn't been heard much in the national U.S. media of late.  It is clear, however, that the moderator is none too impressed by the teacher's or Weingarten's arguments, and is very obviously in thrall to the ideas of the reformers on the panel.   Visit msnbc.com for breaking news, world news, and news about the economy Posted by BCTF Info. Services at 06/10/2010 4:45 PM Comments (0) Diane Ravitch on Education Reform in the U.S. Permanent link Diane Ravitch recently gave a speech to the United Teachers of Los Angeles, in which she addressed some of the education reforms being touted in the U.S. by Arne Duncan, Michelle Rhee, and the like.  Watch the video:   Last Edited by BCTF Info. Services at 06/10/2010 4:44 PM Comments (0) << October 2010 >> Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat           1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31             Blogroll On Education: Schools for a Civil Society B.C. Education Report (Tracy Sherlock, Vancouver Sun) The Hook/Education Teacher Solidarity UBC Educational Studies blog Where the Blog has No Name Archive April 2014 March 2014 January 2014 December 2013 November 2013 October 2013 September 2013 August 2013 June 2013 May 2013 April 2013 March 2013 December 2012 September 2012 August 2012 November 2011 September 2011 April 2011 March 2011 February 2011 January 2011 December 2010 November 2010 October 2010 September 2010 August 2010 July 2010 June 2010 May 2010 April 2010 March 2010 January 2010 December 2009 November 2009 October 2009 September 2009 Subjects Education Labour Social Sciences Recent Posts Recent Additions to the Information Services Research Files - April 2014 Recent Additions to the Information Services Research Files - March 2014 Recent Additions to the Information Services Research Files - February 2014 Recent Additions to the Information Services Research Files - January 2014 Recent Additions to the Information Services Research Files - December 2013 If you are experiencing technical difficulties, please contact the webmanager@bctf.ca. About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7292,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 4, January/February 2006 Walking the picket line: Powerful professional development by Mike Lombardi When I was visiting the picket line at a Coquitlam elementary school in October, I realized that, in addition to taking a stand for their students and their rights, those teachers were engaging in powerful professional development. On return visits during the job action, I saw teachers engaged in individual and collective professional learning as they reflected on their actions and on their conversations with colleagues and members of the public. Teachers know that powerful professional development is teacher-directed, needs-based, goal-focused, experiential, sustained, and undertaken individually and collectively. Effective PD also requires time for critical reflection and engagement. Powerful PD can be even more unifying when it engages the heart and the mind. Walking the line during the job action was certainly teacher-directed. The teachers’ courageous decision to leave their classrooms and to stand up for their students, their rights, and their profession followed school- and local-based meetings. The goals of the job action were to improve students’ learning conditions, to restore teachers’ collective bargaining rights, and to achieve a fair and reasonable salary increase. The goals were based on needs the teachers identified. The job action was experiential and sustained. During many hours on the line, teachers talked with colleagues about ideas and strategies for handling the challenges facing their students. Lesson ideas, teaching strategies, learning resources, and many other practical ideas were shared and discussed on the line. Teachers had the time to engage in a sustained dialogue about professional issues, something that rarely occurs in the busy and fast-paced reality of school. Teachers also had an opportunity to learn about the interests and passions of their colleagues. New friendships were forged as teachers and support staff walked and talked about their hopes, dreams, and challenges. The picket line also allowed teachers to engage in critical reflection on the challenges facing public education and the teaching profession. Class size, education funding, the role of the media, working and learning conditions, and the politics of education were passionately discussed. The dialogue took place while teachers enjoyed the endless supply of donuts and coffee provided by supportive students and parents. The job action engaged the hearts and minds of teachers. They were inspired by the leadership of BCTF President Jinny Sims, and by the generosity and support of students, parents, retired teachers, members of other unions, and members of the community. The food vouchers from the Federation of Post Secondary Educators, the creation of the BC Teacher Hardship Fund by the Canadian Teachers’ Federation, and other acts of generosity were truly inspiring. Acting together, teachers courageously demonstrated their resolve to bring about improved learning conditions for students. That engagement of the mind and the heart reminded teachers that teaching is a calling and that many become teachers to make a difference in the lives of children. While teachers are now once again focused on teaching and learning activities in their schools, the experience of the job action created a firm resolve to exercise professional rights and responsibilities. The experience of walking the line should inspire teachers to advocate for time and resources for professional development and to ensure that PD continues to be teacher-directed, needs-based, goal-focussed, experiential, and sustained. Mike Lombardi is an assistant director in the BCTF Professional and Social Issues Division, on educational leave until June 30, 2006. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2011/10/transformation-agenda-for-bc-education.html?showComment=1319786630541,Staffroom Confidential: The "transformation agenda" for BC education? - follow the IT contracts... Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Monday, October 24, 2011 The "transformation agenda" for BC education? - follow the IT contracts... Education Minister Abbott's plan's for our K-12 education system became alarmingly clear to me when I stumbled upon the presentation given to the School Superintendent's Association by IBM Canada. A lot of people have looked at Deputy Minister's James Gorman's powerpoint. But the IBM powerpoint shows the agenda in much starker terms. In fact, a single page of the 64 page presentation was amazingly insightful. Check out page 46 of the presentation which is available on the BCSSA's web site here: http://www.bcssa.org/PDFs/SLA2011/IBMsmarter-ed.pdf The page is titled: "A Vision for Education Transformation". Does that sound familiar? Now check out the title of the Minister's recent press release: "B.C.’s plan for education transformation". (see here: http://www2.news.gov.bc.ca/news_releases_2009-2013/2011EDUC0086-001303.htm) The slide goes on to show the three components of the "transformation agenda": "Using Data and Analytics to Drive Personalized Instructional Plans" "Delivered through a more manageable and scalable device infrastructure" "Supported by broadband networks spanning the community" The first is the most interesting, as it has the most potential to dramatically damage teaching and learning in BC. But it is needed to justify the second two, which, not surprisingly, are where IBM and Telus and a few other technology companies fit in. As the slide confirms, IBM imagines itself as the provider of the "IBM Desktop Cloud", which conveniently delivers the "data", "analytics" and "personalized instructional plans". Telus, having already been awarded a $1 billion contract, would no doubt provide the "broadband networks spanning the community". On top of the Cloud sit a few other pieces of software, notably produced by "Pearson Auxiliaries" - companies owned or affiliated with Pearson - the company that used to be mostly about textbooks. (You might have read about Pearson lately when they purchases the now infamous failed BCeSIS - the BC Liberal's disastrous student information system now declared by an independent review a  unfix-able waste of $100 million.) But let's get back to the first part for a minute. The diagram shows a collection of "systems" which will be used to provide the "data" and "analytics" in a so-called "dashboard". I take it the "dashboard" is some kind of user interface for the "Cloud". The picture shows charts and graphs on the "dashboard". I take it these represent the "data" which has been suitably "analyzed". The data on the "dashboard" comes from another set of computer programs. These are the "Pearson Auxiliaries". Let's have a closer look at some of these companies: SchoolNet - owned by Pearson, produces software for "Instructional Improvement", "Educator Development", "Student Information and Grading", and "District and Parent Portals" SPSS - owned by IBM, produces statistical data analysis SAP - has a forty year history of working with IBM, produces software for data warehousing and data analytics Peoplesoft - produces database software that is used by many universities to manage course selection and student records SEAS - owned by Computer Automation Systems Inc stands for "Special Education Automation Software" and makes software that stores, manages and tracks Individual Education Plans Clearly what is envisioned, by IBM at least, is a fully integrated, completely computerized data-driven bureaucracy. Where decision making within this system is driven by charts and graphs. Where the human element does not even warrant a symbol in the diagram. Where the assumption is that we need more "analytics" to improve student success, rather than suitable resources, teaching techniques or materials. So if you had concerns that Accountability Contracts (which all School Boards must produce) were already too "data-driven" by Foundation Skills Assessment test score results, watch out. IBM promises to: "Bring together deep analytics with advanced technology, learning resources and research to create new insights and guide decisions." And if you were shocked by the appalling interface on BCeSIS which required five minutes worth of button clicks just to mark a student as late, take a look at some PeopleSoft programs. When I first saw a PeopleSoft screen it my the first of two times I have witnessed a single screen with upwards of three different embedded boxes with slider bars, some of which went sideways and some vertical. The next time I saw these was BCeSIS. And if you have any concerns about privacy and the use of personal data, beware. This "transformation" imagines every component of the education bureaucracy coded, stored, analyzed, and on screen, from the sick days taken by a teacher to the score of a student's math test to every student's learning plan to the food order for the cafeteria. Hence the need for the government to introduce Bill 3, currently in process in the legislature, which would allow all this "cloud" computing with your personal information. Here is one further quote that gives an indication of the quantity and breadth of data collection envisioned: "Access to learning resources from a variety of mobile devices, Sensors to collect data for large scale research projects (environment, weather, energy usage, transportation, etc), Digital video surveillance to protect students on campus and in school buildings". It makes Google Street View seem downright tame. If you have ever used Rosetta Stone, you will be familiar with the kind of learning this "data-driven" model encapsulates - sit at a computer, take a canned lesson, get feedback, take a new lesson based on your score, repeat. Here it is described on slide 27 of the presentation: Increase results by shifting to data-driven decisions by...using data to track and evaluate student progress Early identification of performance problems by...leveraging analytics to identify performance issues early Better support for teachers and alignment of resources to needs by...Building and managing customized intervention plans using district and other models Improved student outcomes through better engagement and personalized instruction by...Leveraging integrated technology delivery of personalized lesson plans, in and outside the classroom There a number of real nuggest in this presentation. Note some of the key words we've seen elsewhere in the Ministry literature such as "alignment". Here are a few: Concerned economics is taking priority over pedagogy?: "Education programs and economic initiatives align for long term sustainability and growth." Worried your kids already have too much screen time, here's more: "Integration of Consumer IT devices into learning environments in a device-agnostic manner" Concerned big brother is tracking your cell phone?: "Social media becomes integral to learning and begins to use analytics." Worried this agenda will mean less classroom time and more computer time?: "Learning Delivery and Digital Content Management: Assemble personalized lesson plans from various sources, Deliver learning to a variety of in- and out-of-classroom devices, Allow access to learning materials beyond the classroom" Concerned schools are becoming too competitive and stressful for young children?: "Provide every student with optimized learning and skills development to enable them to compete in the new economy through a dynamic, cost effective and adaptive learning environment." Lastly, we see where the BC government is getting their "policy" advice on page 30 where IBM suggests that "Successful education systems in the next decade will share a number of strategic policy actions" which are listed: "Adopt and Promote a vision of Personalized Learning encouraging better use of data and analytics to manage and tailor learning services to individual students Establish Student-Centric versus Institutionally-Centric Processes to provide better insights, interventions and opportunities to improve outcomes Promote Open Standards and Open Platforms in Technology to enable a broad set of providers to contribute to a rich, diverse world of learning Consolidate Services across Institutions and Agencies to realize the benefits of cloud computing and shared services" In plain English: Create a need for data and increased technology with the myth of "personalized learning", Diminish the importance of schools and communities by focusing on the individual student, Let all the technology companies in on the spoils (there's enough for everyone), Do it everywhere on a large scale and sell this with the myth of efficiencies of "shared services" Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 2:54 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 6 comments: C. WelchOctober 24, 2011 at 3:30 PM Thanks for this excellent post, Tara. At last Friday's BCSSTA conference, a former member of the Premier's Technology Council argued that there isn't enough money in education to make us question the motives of corporate education reformers. But your analysis shows us that there are some serious corporate interests involved in our province when it comes to education. I was particularly struck by the following quotation: "Learning Delivery and Digital Content Management: Assemble personalized lesson plans from various sources, Deliver learning to a variety of in- and out-of-classroom devices, Allow access to learning materials beyond the classroom". Various sources, indeed... Last year, IBM affiliated consultants recommended that all of the DL school material created by our district's DL teachers (including assessment) should be "borrowed" and put onto district servers so any teacher and student could access it. Thankfully this idea was blocked by school administration (for the moment), but it goes to show how precarious your work might be, especially if it's on a district server. IF you want to create digital content (including simple things like pdf's and Word documents), keep it on your own drive, server or cloud system. Don't feed the beast of personalized learning by allowing your work to be appropriated. Be particularly wary of digital management systems that are run by the district. Any content on them is the district's property, even during a strike. I predict this will be a big issue if/when the gov't gets serious about personalized learning.ReplyDelete Tara EhrckeOctober 24, 2011 at 3:41 PM Yes, and beyond making money from the unpaid curriculum development work of teachers I imagine this will also refer to the purchase (by cash strapped school boards) of online learning modules by private companies. Pearson has an awful lot of textbooks it can convert if only they had a buyer!ReplyDelete Heidi DarrochOctober 24, 2011 at 3:51 PM The New York Times has been running an interesting series on technology and education. Yesterday's article (Sunday, Oct 23) was about Silicon Valley tech workers and executives who send their kids to a local Waldorf school to avoid an over-emphasis on computer and other technology use, which many of them find especially inappropriate for younger children. The Times has also done a good job of pointing to the paucity of research about the effectiveness of computer- and internet-based education--except for research undertaken by the corporations themselves, which is rarely peer-reviewed or replicable.ReplyDelete Tara EhrckeOctober 24, 2011 at 3:52 PM Yes I agree, it was very interesting. It is here for those who want to read it: http://www.nytimes.com/2011/10/23/technology/at-waldorf-school-in-silicon-valley-technology-can-wait.htmlReplyDelete DeannaOctober 28, 2011 at 12:23 AM There is money available. Tonnes of it. The entire idea of using private companies to fund and direct public education is not only sickening it is the means to the end for us all. This reminds me of my personal vow to "go live in a cabin in the woods" once governments started forcing us to have retinal scans for identification but this is comparable as far as I'm concerned.ReplyDelete Diane McNallyNovember 4, 2011 at 10:39 AM Thanks for the always excellent analysis. I'm posting a link on my blog. I'm not pleased with the push to get wifi in schools because of possible negative effects at the cellular level on children (and all living things), and the hidden profit trail which you've exposed here.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ▼  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ▼  October (16) Abbott's plan: some thoughts... Teachers upset with BCPSEA allegations and threats... BCPSEA's hypocritical application to LRB over BC t... Occupy Education Builds Momentum The "transformation agenda" for BC education? - fo... Big brother and the Ministry of Education How to judge a School Board candidate - by their r... Solidarity and the 99% - Why teachers should suppo... Occupying Education Abbott's plan: Drastic changes with no consultatio... Guest post: Tobey Steeves on Bills 27/28 - a perso... BCPSEA - missing the point on local bargaining We are the 99 BC government proposal for class composition is "r... A little interlude... BC School Trustees consider a teacher lockout ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13110,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 1998 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 11, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 1998 A brief history of grading by Marita Moll It seems as though they have been around forever. But formal testing and evaluation systems in education, and their grading practices, are a very recent educational phenomenon. The British Society of Apothecaries instituted the first professional qualifying examinations in 1817 to ensure that doctors were adequately trained. In the 1870s, when the upper ranks of the mushrooming British civil service could no longer be filled through nomination and patronage, the first “public examination” system was instituted. With the onset of compulsory education, the practice spread quickly to the schools and universities. In North America, as the population shift to large urban centres spelled the demise of the one-room schoolhouse in the early 1900s, one of the “efficiencies” created by the new administrative bureaucracies was the neatly printed, uniform report card. In 1911, researchers testing the reliability of the marks entered on the cards showed that the same material could be assigned widely different marks, depending on the markers. But those findings changed nothing because the graded report card had taken firm root. In the years from 1911 to 1960, school systems experimented with various letter and number reporting conventions. Percentage grading was the most popular system during the latter half of the 19th and the early part of the 20th century. In that system, the teacher assigned each student a number between 0 and 100 supposedly reflecting the percentage of the material that the student had learned. The full scale was rarely used, because marks below 50 were rarely assigned and the difficulties of narrowing down to a single percentage point led to the grouping of scores in multiples of five. During the 1930s and 1940s, most educational institutions switched from numerical to letter grades, which represented groups of percentages. In the 1960s, the struggle to humanize schools pushed some institutions to move to simple pass/fail options and written evaluations. However, recent surveys have shown that letter grades (A, B, C, D, F) remain the most common grading practice in elementary and secondary schools. Determining the proportion of students to receive each letter in a common set of letter grades has been the subject of intense debate among experts in educational measurement. One well-known system, which evenly distributes the grades on either side of a bell-shaped curve, would automatically fail a certain proportion of any given group—even in a group composed of known high achievers. Research has shown that rigid adherence to such practices can be very damaging to students. Student evaluation is a very complex process that should take many factors into account. Recognizing the limits of various grading practices and balancing them with common sense and good judgment is an important part of the work of professional teachers. Marita Moll is head of research and technology, Canadian Teachers’ Federation. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11310&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2001 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 14, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 2001  Cutting our way into a recession by Marc Lee British Columbia’s economy has been hit hard in recent months—the U.S. trade actions on softwood lumber, a global economy grinding to a halt, and the economic aftermath of September 11. Those factors are affecting B.C. exporters, weakening consumer confidence, and driving up unemployment rates. Yet the provincial government has committed itself to deep spending cuts that will only make the situation worse, and that could push the B.C. economy into a full-blown recession. If B.C. were to roll back the planned 2002 tax cuts, and the surprise tax cuts for the affluent in 2001, while putting this same money into new spending, it would have almost double the economic impact of the tax cuts alone. Such an economic stimulus package would create 16,000 jobs and boost GDP by about $1 billion. Marc Lee is an economist in the B.C. office of the Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives. To read the full report go to: www.policyalternatives.ca/bc/opinion79.html.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=21204&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 7, May/June 2010  Looking back By Chris Bocking 70 years ago The Canada Year Book for 1938 gives us wage statistics on different classes of labour. If we take $933 as representative of a year’s pay for unskilled labour, and apply it, we find that about 6,000 men teachers, or 42% of those tabulated, do not rate unskilled labour wages for a year’s work. It is sad, but true, that the colossal industry of educating Canada’s 2,200,000 school children claims only 27 per thousand of the young men who go through Canadian universities; for the remaining 973, we may well believe that the rewards of an educational career are too uncertain and too meagre. – May 1940, The BC Teacher  50 years ago There is no problem with the seriously inefficient; the only real problem is with the border-line case, the teacher who “gets by” but just barely so. This teacher, too, will recognize himself. The symptoms are plain; he keeps the class under reasonable control but he is fighting off trouble all the time; he is always on the defensive with the pupils, never relaxed; he finds no real enjoyment in his work; by 3:30 he is depressed—not just some days but every day. He remains in the profession, not because he takes any pleasure in his work or considers he has any genuine aptitude for it, but because it is the only kind of work he knows, and he cannot face up to the prospect of preparing himself for some other occupation. – May/June 1960, The BC Teacher  30 years ago Here are several suggestions to help you cope with stress. The first is that you must recognize the symptoms of burnout. You must face those symptoms squarely, without relying on food, drink, drugs, or withdrawal as a way of coping with the stress. You must realize that you are not responsible for many of the factors that cause stress, but rather for how you respond to the crisis. The burnout syndrome is not a response of the weak or unable. Education has made tremendous strides over the past generation, but if it is to survive, the teacher can no longer be considered expendable. – May/June 1980, The BC Teacher  10 years ago The other side defines education as a product to be bought, sold, and traded on the “free” market. Schools are reduced to job preparation sites and students are seen primarily as future workers and consumers. With global public spending on education estimated at $2 trillion a year, corporations are eyeing public schools as a vast, untapped market. Indeed, thousands of would-be profiteers are converging on Vancouver for the World Education Market, a trade show for those seeking to profit from the “education industry.”– May/June 2000, Teacher newsmagazine Compiled by Chris Bocking, Keating Elementary School, Saanich)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=22661,BCTF News Releases  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources   For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development News Release Archives 2014  2013  2012    2011 2010  2009  2008 2007  2006  Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2011 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  March 22, 2011 Teachers elect union leaders, welcome education minister at 95th AGM President Susan Lambert, First Vice-President Jim Iker, and Second Vice-President Glen Hansman have been re-elected by acclamation to continue in their respective positions at the helm of the 41,000-member BC Teachers’ Federation. Also elected to serve as members-at-large on the BCTF Executive Committee were: David Komljenovic from Kamloops, Joanna Larson from Prince Rupert, Teri Mooring from Quesnel, Paul Steer from Delta, and Christine Stewart from Vancouver. For the first time in a decade, the minister of education addressed the BCTF AGM. Dozens of teachers lined up at the microphones for an opportunity to tell Education Minister George Abbott about the difficult reality confronting them in classrooms across BC. The two teachers who were able to speak in the brief time available spoke eloquently about their frustration with current teaching and learning conditions, and their distress when students’ needs can’t be met. By contrast, Lambert spoke of the excellent teaching and learning conditions in Finland, which many scholars consider to have the finest public education system in the world. In Finland, teachers are highly respected and enjoy professional autonomy, average class sizes are 21 even without legislated limits, and the teachers’ union is a key partner with government. “Minister Abbott, we’d like to go to Finland. My question to you is: How can you help us get there?” Lambert asked. Abbott spoke of the joy of teaching, the need to improve teachers’ job satisfaction, and his desire to work cooperatively with the BCTF and the other education partner groups to improve public education in BC. “As minister of education, my door will always be open to Susan [Lambert] and it will always be open to you,” Abbott told the 700 teachers at the assembly. “Let’s dream expansively,” he suggested, “and work together to take a good education system and make it excellent.” Lambert presented Abbott with a copy of the BCTF’s newest publication, “Better Schools For BC,” which contains “recommendations for a road map to take us to our version of Finland.” -  30  - For more information, contact Nancy Knickerbocker, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell). Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=18294&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 6, April 2009  Their first day at university By Karen Larsen Parents sending their offspring off to the first day of university say they experience some of the same angst associated with the first day of Kindergarten. I sent over 400 teenagers off to what was, for most, their first day at university and I felt a sense of relief when the last bus pulled away from RE Mountain Secondary School in Langley. REMSS teachers accepted a challenge—to investigate ways of improving the school’s transition rate for students going from high school straight into post-secondary. REMSS teachers don’t have all the answers, but we decided to act on one idea—take the teenagers to a post-secondary campus and immerse them in campus activities. As part of the school’s “Health and Careers” day, Grade 10, 11, and 12 students skipped high school, with their homeroom teachers leading the way. The Grade 10s visited Kwantlen Polytechnic University’s Langley and Cloverdale campuses, with a focus on apprenticeable trades. The Grade 11s went to BCIT’s Richmond Aerospace centre, where they were introduced to a variety of programs. The Grade 12s were hosted by the University of the Fraser Valley, and were given a choice of an academic focus at Abbotsford or a trades focus at Chilliwack. Each post-secondary institute arranged workshops aimed at secondary school students, a private campus tour, and an opportunity to speak with post-secondary students and instructors. At UFV, physically going into a dorm room was a unique opportunity that the students really appreciated. This REMSS initiative was modeled after a similar event held at Langley Secondary School in 2008 and is linked to the ministry-mandated requirements of Graduation Transitions 12. GT 12 replaces the Graduation Portfolio requirement found in the original 2004 graduation program. In GT 12, students are expected to complete transition activities that are relevant to and support their career, life, and learning goals. It may take a few years to measure whether or not the field trips, which are planned to continue year after year, actually do increase the number of students who transition straight from secondary school to post-secondary. However students, parents, and teachers indicated the time was well spent. According to Grade 12 student Thomas Ivey, as a result of the visit he will apply to the theatre program at UFV, “I was not certain if I wanted to go to university, but now I have made up my mind.” His classmate, Dan Gamble, went to the UFV Chilliwack trades campus and says that as a result of the personalized tour one action he will take is “…put in my application and take the exam.” Rana Sweiss, also from the class of 2009, noted that “this tour really helped me out because UFV was one of my top choices of schools.” Sweiss felt that taking part in the criminology workshop and walking around campus made her “more serious and excited about going to UFV.” Grade 12 student Colin Fee says he needs to “pay more attention in high school classes” so that his marks will be good enough to get into the Science program at UFV before he transfers to pharmacy at UBC. When asked about her trip to BCIT Aerospace, Grade 11 student Marlana Friesen reflected, “the whole experience was really cool—it was my first visit to a post-secondary campus.” Her classmate, Leeanza Fee agreed, “I did not have a highlight during my visit, because I loved all of it.” Rajan Gill, a Grade 10 student, said that going to the campus and “seeing the environment you will be working in relieves a lot of stress in the transition towards university.” Shelby MacKenzie found horticulture intriguing. She noted that before the campus visit she and her Grade 10 classmates wouldn’t have considered it as a career option because, “until today, I didn’t even know that horticulture existed.” REMSS parents applauded the initiative. Debbie Vaughan (parent of a Grade 10 student) noted it was, “an extremely valuable experience that encourages a feeling of excitement to attend a post-secondary institution.” Classroom teachers willingly gave up a day of regular classes because they saw value in the field experience. Physics teacher John Hantke accompanied his Grade 10 homeroom to Kwantlen Polytechnic University, “it’s all about exposure” he commented, “…students were exposed to careers that they didn’t even know existed.” He added that students were presented with “a plethora of things they can do (as a career) with skills that can be learned in a classroom.” Ashley Bakker teaches English and knows, from personal experience, how difficult decisions about the future can be for Grade 12s, “especially without support from well-informed adults. Many students enter university with no real understanding of class size and structure, choices available, support offered, social dynamics, and pressure. The post-secondary field trip allowed students to see first-hand what their experience will be in university.” And here’s hoping that their first day at university will lead to a second, third, fourth, and more. Karen Larsen teaches career education at RE Mountain Secondary School, Langley.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=20402,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 4, January/February 2010  Health and safety By Karen Langenmaier How does Bill 33 affect health and safety in tech ed classes? A radial-arm saw is a cutting machine consisting of a saw blade driven by an electric motor that can rip and cut lumber. A lathe is a machine that spins, cuts, sands, knurls, drills, and deforms a block of material. A power drill is an electrical motor that rotates a drill bit to make a hole in wood, plastic, or metal. Automotive hoists are used to lift thousands of pounds of steel, plastic, rubber, and glass. None of these pieces of equipment are dangerous when used properly. Picture a room of 34 Grade 9 students, one teacher, and two education assistants all crammed into a space designed for 24, using these pieces of equipment as well as hammers, handsaws, cutting tools, screwdrivers, wrenches, sanders, planers, hot glue guns, and scissors. Add to this the noise created by the equipment, wood dust, inadequate lighting, and hazardous chemicals. This is the teaching environment of a tech-ed teacher. Students who take these tech-ed classes thrive on hands-on learning in which they learn valuable practical skills, to use into their adult years. Some develop skills sufficient to carry into a profession or trade. Tech-ed teachers say that they could safely teach these skills when their class sizes were manageable. They are afraid they can’t anymore. They are worried for the safety of the students, the untrained educational assistants, and also for themselves. The Ministry of Education advertises how it has increased the focus and funding of trades’ programs in secondary and post-secondary education. Research indicates that schools with tech-ed programs show an increase in graduation rates. When we know that only 18% of our students complete university programs, the real-life literacy and numeracy skills students learn in tech-ed programs make it imperative to keep them alive. When site-based joint committees do regular inspections, make sure the tech-ed programs are inspected during class time. Make recommendations to improve the health and safety of the teachers, educational assistants, and students. If we can’t make the Ministry of Education pay attention to the damaging effects of large class sizes from an educational perspective, maybe we can through health and safety. – Karen Langenmaier, BCTF health and safety officer Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media jthornthwaite last tweet "Read #BC's Blueprint in English, Punjabi, Chinese & French! http://t.co/cUCdVsL7BA #findyourfit #diverse #northvan http://t.co/cUCdVsL7BA" @jthornthwaite - 07:37pm Follow @jthornthwaite BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11300,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2001 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 14, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 2001 Students glimpse the harsh reality of refugee life Afghanistan, Bosnia, Croatia, Angola, Bangladesh, Colombia: These are the grim ABCs of refugee work for the Médecins Sans Frontières/Doctors Without Borders. Ninety percent of the victims of modern warfare are civilians, and at least half of them are children. There are approximately 39 million refugees in the world today—more than the entire population of Canada. To highlight this growing human tragedy, MSF created an interactive exhibit based on a reconstruction of a refugee camp. The exhibit has toured 12 countries and elicited a phenomenal response, said Clea Kahn of MSF. More than 25,000 people turned out in the five cities along its cross-Canada tour, about 7,000 in Vancouver. Students shivered as rain pelted down on the cluster of canvas tents, a latrine with its flimsy walls of bamboo, and a muddy minefield with its orange warning signs snapping in the wind. "We reminded the kids to dress for the weather, but some of them still didn’t prepare so they’re pretty miserable," said Willy Wan, a Grade 6 teacher at Tecumseh Elementary School. "But this tour really got them thinking about people who are forced to leave everything because of war, and the prospect of being cold and hungry for a long time." Members of MSF won the 1999 Nobel Peace Prize for their service in some of the most difficult and heart-wrenching situations on earth. Over-crowding, lack of privacy, scarce water and food, rampant sickness, pervasive loss and grief—all these aspects of refugee life were starkly illustrated at the camp, and anecdotes from MSF staff enriched the experience. "It was especially interesting to hear first-hand accounts from the volunteers who have worked in the field," said Corinna Stevenson, who was accompanying her Global Perspectives 11 and 12 students from Stelly’s Secondary School in Saanich. Stevenson developed the two-year career preparation course for young people interested in international development work. Grade 11 students undertake a local project, and the Grade 12s work on an international project. This year’s class planned to travel to Ecuador and help build a school where young people would learn to be stewards of the rain forest, but since September 11 those plans are on hold. Both teachers said the accompanying exhibit of drawings done by refugee children was especially touching. To help refugee children heal from psychological trauma, MSF implemented an art therapy program in the refugee camps of Croatia. About 100 children, both Croatian Catholics and Bosnian Muslims, were asked to draw pictures of what their lives were like before, during, and after the war. The first drawings in each series are full of colour and life, depicting scenes along the banks of the Danube, leafy neighbourhoods in Dubrovnik, pastoral villages in which church and mosque stand peacefully together. The war-time scenes depict bombs falling, houses aflame, tanks and guns, threats of massacre, forced expulsion of civilians, the blocking of humanitarian convoys, and even villagers forced to witness the public rape of a young girl. One child’s work stands out because she simply refused to call up the memories to illustrate her war-time experience. Her page was completely blank. "It really hit home for my students that that little girl was too shocked and devastated to draw anything at all," Wan said. "The whole exhibit has opened the kids up to being much more aware. Right after the September 11 attacks they didn’t really connect. They reacted almost like it was a Hollywood-type explosion. But now they have a much better understanding of the global issues and why people have to flee their countries." The B.C. Teachers’ Federation has donated $10,000 to Oxfam to be used for refugee relief in Afghanistan. – Nancy Knickerbocker Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=19498,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 1, September 2009  BCTF Internal Mediation Service By Dean Chatterson and Kelly Shields Experiencing conflict at work? Are you having a difficult time working with a colleague? Are you having trouble communicating in your professional life? Are you feeling frustrated, vulnerable, or attacked? Is a working relationship breaking down? As terrible as these situations sound, if you answered yes, you are probably not alone. Sometimes intelligent, articulate, sensitive, and caring professionals find themselves in circumstances that are both surprising and desperate. They feel devastated when they are unable to find a way out of the difficulties. The BCTF Internal Mediation Service may be able to help. Here is a series of answers to FAQs about the service and information about how you can request help. 1. What is mediation? Mediation is a carefully designed process that brings people together in conversations, with mediators present, to help them reach a resolution to a dispute. 2. What is the IMS? The IMS is a team of volunteer BCTF members, trained and experienced as mediators, who work with teachers and others to help resolve workplace conflicts. 3. What is the IMS mandate? The mandate can be found in the Members’ Guide to the BCTF, section 32.02—(a) “to mediate disputes that threaten good relationships among active members and others as appropriate.” 4. Who is it for? Any active BCTF member is eligible to make a request for assistance. 5. What type of situation does the IMS deal with? The service can help to resolve a variety of conflict situations including disputes about: a. ethical conduct, including speaking about colleagues or students. b. communication about or with students, parents, administrators, support staff, and/or the public. c. respectful professional relations. d. social interactions. e. resources and/or funding. f. duties, roles, and responsibilities. g. professional responsibilities, including student discipline, teaching style or methods, or assessment techniques. h. professional practice. i. decision making, policies, and procedures. j. school culture and climate. k. local association or other BCTF committee issues, executive roles and/or constitutional issues. 6. How do we access the service? a. Members may obtain the services of the IMS by communicating with Kelly Shields, assistant director, BCTF Professional and Social Issues Division. For further information, contact Kelly Shields, kshields@bctf.ca. b. You may also contact your local president. 7. How do I initiate the process?  a. You will be asked to complete a “Pre-Mediation Assessment Form” to make a formal request to initiate the service. (Available from Pat Balango at the BCTF, pbalango@bctf.ca, 604-871-1800, or toll free 1-800-663-9163. b. Both parties must complete a form before the process can be initiated. 8. What happens next? As soon as both parties agree to participate, here is what occurs: a. Two mediators are assigned. b. The mediators contact the parties to establish a schedule. (Usually two days of meetings.) c. On the first day, the mediators interview each individual so that each can give a complete account of the situation from their perspective. d. On the second day, the mediators meet with both parties together for a conversation carefully structured to ensure a respectful and safe atmosphere in which mutually acceptable resolutions can be explored. e. The mediators follow up with the parties to help ensure agreements are sustained. 9. Who pays?  a. TTOC costs and meeting expenses are covered by either the local, the BCTF or, in some cases, shared by both. b. Mediator expenses, including travel, meals, accommodation, and release time are generally at BCTF expense. 10.What about confidentiality?  All proceedings and information shared during the process are strictly confidential between the participants and the mediators. a. Any notes taken by the mediators during the discussions are shredded upon completion of the process. b. The mediators report to no one. c. The participants are also expected to respect the confidentiality of the proceedings. 11.What about the Code of Ethics? Can I name names? For the purposes of the individual interviews, the provisions of the Code of Ethics are set aside so that each person’s perspective can be clearly presented to the mediators. Names can be used during the confidential individual interviews. 12.I’m nervous; will I be safe? a. Mediators are trained to ensure that conversations are conducted respectfully and safely for all parties. b. Most mediations involve people who are feeling hurt and vulnerable. In order for the sessions to proceed successfully, mediators are trained to ensure that both parties feel secure as they meet with neutral mediators present. c. Participation in mediation is voluntary, each person and/or the mediators, have the right to withdraw from the process at any time. 13. Can I be sure that I won’t be blamed or attacked? Yes. a. Mediators are trained to ensure that situations are not made worse. b. The mediation process often helps to reveal balanced and/or shared perspectives that may not have been previously evident. 14. Will it work to make our situation better? There are no guarantees, however: a. In the majority of cases, satisfactory and sustainable resolutions are achieved. b. Even in cases where the substantive issues remain unresolved, participants are often able to work together more respectfully and comfortably. c. Mediation often provides a more satisfying and sustainable resolution than alternatives like formal complaints, grievances, or litigation. d. The mediators do their very best to help participants ease the difficult situations in which they find themselves. Mediators are good listeners. 15. What is my next step? Call Kelly Shields or Pat Balango at the BCTF (1-800-663-9163 or 604-871-1803) for more information and guidance about whether the service may be of help. Dean Chatterson is co-chair of the Internal Mediation Service and Kelly Shields is assistant director, Professional and Social Issues Division. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/08/goodbye-mr-abbott.html?showComment=1346416158541,Staffroom Confidential: Goodbye Mr. Abbott Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Thursday, August 30, 2012 Goodbye Mr. Abbott I am happy to see George Abbott go. It is ironic that he is announcing his departure just as thousands of students arrive to classrooms that are woefully overcrowded. Mr. Abbott's legacy? Bill 22 - trampling on teachers' democratic rights, overcrowding classrooms, failing to heed the constitutional requirements to negotiate class size with teachers even after a Supreme Court of BC ruling. Bill 22 is one of the nastiest pieces of legislation this government passed. Sadly, it fits with a collection of legislation passed by a variety of governments whose underlying purpose is to steal from the majority to provide for the minority while criminalizing dissent. What do I mean by this? Ontario is just now legislating away bargained wage increases to Ontario teachers and removing their right to strike. Quebec's government this spring denied the right to protest when students took to the streets. Bill 78 imposes serious fines just as Bill 22 does. Each of these pieces of legislation does two fundamental tasks: * takes money from the 99% to free it up for tax breaks and perks for the 1%. * makes any dissent (in the form of strike or protest) illegal and imposes draconian consequences Each is masked by the ruling governments by economic lies - the myth that we are living in "austerity", that corporate tax rates must go down, that private sector workers are getting nothing so the same must happen in the public sector, that students must pay because society can't afford it. The truth is that private sector workers will see raises of 3%. Corporations and the wealthy are sitting on hoards of cash and refusing to invest in the economy (as reported by Mark Carney, from the Bank of Canada!). These same governments continue to dish out perks to their friends (like the CEO's of crown corporations). Mr. Abbott's policies did one basic thing - steal from children and teachers and the 99%, to give to the wealthy 1%. I am happy to see George go. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 12:38 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 6 comments: FionaAugust 31, 2012 at 5:29 AM Is my comment in moderation or did you delete it because it made a valid point about your ability to effectively advocate for students? If the latter, how does that relate to your stated convictions on 'freedom of expression', 'open debate', and 'democratic process'?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeAugust 31, 2012 at 7:47 AM Your comment did not relate to the substance of my blog entry. I remove posts that have personal attacks on anyone, including myself. The blog is here as a vehicle to support advocates for public education and the comment section is open but moderated. I do in fact close it on occasion as there have been abusive comments by some anonymous posters. The purpose of the blog is not to host and publicize those comments.Delete Reply FionaAugust 31, 2012 at 1:28 PM My comment was neither a personal attack nor abusive by any definition, nor was it anonymous. It's unfortunate that you did not take my point. I'm a parent with a child in public education in your school district (as I have now learned--I didn't know anything about you before reading your post on Lana's blog). Your posts and your response really beg the question: for whom do you advocate when you say 'public education'? Your students? Their parents? Or teachers? The answer seems obvious to me. I think it's too bad you choose not to engage, but rather to silence. By the way, I didn't have a position last year on the teachers' work action, so this isn't a political discussion for me. I dealt with the consequences of the lost school days and lack of extracurricular activities like every other parent and without complaint. Speaking into an echo chamber is not advocacy. But best of luck with it anyway. I'll withdraw and not press the point. ReplyDelete René MarcelSeptember 1, 2012 at 2:57 PM As Vaughn Palmer intonated that the rats are leaving the sinking ship of Liberal "dys"policy as has been the case with the last two self-decimating parties, it looks as though our public schools are in for more of the same demoralizing treatment. It seems that when public office has been so corrupted by corporate and self-interest, the social net we pride ourselves upon is bound collapse under the pressure of bloated management. Mr Abbott may be leaving, but be assured that he will make sure his underlings keep their useless positions and obscene expense accounts through until after the next election. We need to prune the tree to get better results for the efforts of everyone keeping it alive. ReplyDelete Ian WenigerSeptember 2, 2012 at 9:00 PM Hooray! I was on vacation when I found out! I will demand a cheer for the departure of Gorgeous George at Tuesday's staff meeting.ReplyDelete UnknownSeptember 6, 2012 at 1:11 PM Excellent work Tara. People I meet at public functions want to now why teachers are so upset with Bill 22 legislation. They want a one minute answer. Well you provided it.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ▼  August (3) Goodbye Mr. Abbott Will the bcedplan actually listen? 22 marathons against Bill 22 ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=6894,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 7, May/June 2006 Readers write Prep time in semestered schools Semesters without preparation time should not exist. For three years, Alberni District Secondary School teachers have protested. This years’ protest was the biggest yet. Fifteen or sixteen teachers attended a board meeting to express concerns about workload and ask for a few more linear courses. Our appeal was denied. However, at the same time the workload of administrators was being lightened. There will be a third vice-principal at ADSS and an assistant for the human resources director. Last year in BC, there was an average of 12.1 teachers per administrator. In Alberni, there were 8.4 teachers per administrator. Across BC there are teachers with the equivalent of a seven-day work week. Thousands of public employees have a 35-hour week. There are teachers working 50% more than that. Brian Lavery Port Alberni I am the BCTF In the first year of my teaching career, disagreements and problems led to teacher job action in Manitoba. I had recently graduated from university and had received employment in a rural district north of Winnipeg. At this time graduates from education were issued an interim teaching certificate. The district superintendent would authorize a permanent teaching certificate if he felt the teacher had met expectations. Many young teachers were left hanging as superintendents extended the interim status at their will. Beginning teachers were expected to be totally involved in school curricular and extra-curricular activities. As well there was the expectation that community involvement was part of the duties. The first two years of my career were a blur as I was requested to belong to school and community programs. Many young teachers abandoned the profession. In all this mix and confusion, job action occurred and as a young teacher without a permanent certificate, in a district with declining enrolment, a difficult decision had to be made. I believed in my career and followed the guidelines of the Manitoba Teachers’ Society. Education gained through the turmoil and the Manitoba Teachers’ Society evolved as the guardian of educational issues and practices. An opportunity to teach in BC provided new and startling challenges. When it was announced at a local Manitoba teacher function that I was going to work in BC, fellow teacher’s applauded, for BC had the reputation of being the leader in the development of educational research and innovative changes. I arrived in Prince Rupert on New Years Eve and purchased an old home just in time to be introduced to Bill Bennett’s restraint program. Van Der Zalm was next with his circus of news hour educational ideas and changes. As with others, my teaching position was eliminated and I was unemployed with a mortgage and a student loan. Job actions and debates fueled the career path. The BCTF worked toward educational stability and new reforms opened the future. Matters such as class size and integration created equal opportunities for all young learners. Today there is a new threat that challenges the educational opportunities and availability of education to our students. Educators face the arrogant actions of a government concerned with it’s own agenda and willing to destroy the educational programs educators have sacrificed to create. Teachers are the advocates of children and the guardians of education. Teachers are the force that works for the educational rights of all learners. Teachers are the light for the future. Kenneth Wur Mount Arrowsmith Class-size limits at last This morning’s Vancouver Sun brings good news to the class-size front with surprisingly reasonable class-size limits being, for the first time, written into legislation. At last, the provincial government has got the message that no more than three kids with special needs should be placed in regular classrooms and that a maximum number of 30 kids in Grades 4–12 should be in place. This is a breakthrough, and avoids the class averages shenanigans that preceded this legislation in many school districts. Also, it appears that the delinquent boards will have to fess up and comply with the legislation as 15 of the 60 school boards ignored guidelines in the past. The minister, to her credit, recognized that with the three recalcitrant provincial "partners’’ at the round table, that no consensus was possible now or even emerging, so Victoria moved promptly to table this bill, which also removes, in large measure, some of the roadblocks to a provincial settlement with BCTF. And what is the matter with the provincial parents’ group and their out-to-lunch comments on this positive news? Don’t they recognize good news when they see it? This is definitely good news for the kids of this province and if the ancillary supports of adequate resources, both human and material, are put in place we will begin to see a return to an emphasis on quality instruction in the system. A further analysis of the implementation process awaits, but what is definitely heartening is the fact that classroom teachers will be consulted if numbers exceed the caps in the legislation. To all of the PACs, individual school boards, individual parents, organizations that support public education, and in particular the province’s classroom teachers who fought long and hard for improved teaching and learning conditions on the front lines last fall, take a well deserved bow. Well done folks—it was a long battle. Noel Herron Vancouver Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7310,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 4, January/February 2006 BC teachers making a difference, globally Many teachers are engaged in projects that reach well beyond their classroom, with a global focus. Every winter and summer holiday, a group of BC teachers goes to Cuba to offer workshops on teaching English. The BCTF International Solidarity Program supports projects that encourage female teachers in Central America to take leadership positions in their unions. The BCTF works with other teacher unions on issues related to globalization and trade agreements. Individual teachers sponsor projects to take students to less developed countries to work on development projects. Many secondary schools have global justice clubs that help students engage with social justice ideas and projects. Every summer several BC teachers take part in Project Overseas, the Canadian Teachers’ Federation program that offers extensive professional development workshops for teachers in Africa, Asia, and the Middle East. If any of these interest you, consider attending the "BC Teachers Making a Difference, Globally" workshop on Saturday, February 18, from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. at the BCTF building in Vancouver. The program will tell you about BCTF international solidarity projects and the global education resources and workshops that have been developed by BC teachers, as well as share ideas on how to bring internationalism into your own classroom. There is no cost for the workshop, but please pre-register. For further information or to register, contact Larry Kuehn, lkuehn@bctf.ca or Anne Field, afield@bctf.ca. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=14936,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2008 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 20, Number 4, January/February 2008 Teachers' pension plan What's new with purchase of service and the TPP? Have you recently taken an approved leave of absence from your current school district? If so, you may want to consider purchasing that leave to maximize the pension benefit that you will receive at retirement. Here are some things to note: A leave can be with full pay, partial pay, or without pay. For pension purposes, a leave with full pay is treated as if you were not on leave at all.  During a full-time leave without pay, you do not accumulate either pensionable or contributory service. If you purchase a leave period, you will receive the pensionable and contributory service that you would have received, had you not taken the leave.   During a leave of absence with partial pay, your contributions and pensionable service are reduced in proportion to the amount of time you are working. For example, if you are working half-time and on a half-time unpaid leave, you accumulate half the pensionable service and full contributory service. If you purchase the half-time leave you will receive the other half of the pensionable service.  There is a time limit to purchase approved leaves of absence—five years from the completion of that leave, or termination of employment from that same employer, whichever is earlier. Let’s look at an example: A teacher in the Cowichan Valley school district is granted a one-year maternity-parental leave beginning January 1, 2007. She returns to work January 1, 2008. She has until December 31, 2012 to purchase that leave. She then decides to resign her position in the Cowichan Valley School District at the end of June 2008 in order to start teaching in the Sooke School District in September 2008. This decision immediately triggers a new purchase deadline of June 30, 2008. In other words, she must initiate the purchase of that one-year maternity-parental leave from Cowichan Valley School District before her resignation from that same district takes effect. In order to initiate a purchase of service, download and print a purchase of service application form from the Forms section on the home page of the Teachers’ Pension Plan website, tpp.pensionsbc.ca. Complete the top third of the form. Take the form into your school district office to have the second third of the form completed. That’s all you have to do. Your school district will give you a copy of the form showing both parts completed and send off the original to the Teachers’ Pension Plan for processing. You will then receive a letter direct from the TPP detailing the cost of the plan and a deadline for payment. For further information on purchase of service, check out pensions page on the BCTF website, bctf.ca and Pensionfacts documents on purchase of service on the TPP website under publications. Contact BCTF Income Security staff 1-800-663-9163, (ext. 1921); 604-871-1921, or e-mail alambert@bctf.ca, cprellwitz@bctf.ca, or immis@bctf.ca. Pensions seminars 1. Your Pension, Your Future Thurs.&Fri. 5:00–6:30 p.m., Sat. 9:00–10:30 am 2. Thinking About Retiring Thurs.&Fri. 7:30–9:30 p.m., Sat. 11:30 a.m.–1:30 p.m. Preregistration is required; the time and location will be confirmed by e-mail or by mail. The forms are available at tpp.pensionsbc.ca. Date City Location February 7 Vancouver SFU, Fletcher Challenge Theatre February 8 Vancouver SFU, Fletcher Challenge Theatre February 9 Vancouver SFU, Fletcher Challenge Theatre February 14 Vernon Schubert Centre February 16 Penticton Penticton Lakeside Resort March 6 Burnaby Shadboldt Centre March 8 Burnaby Shadboldt Centre March 29 Fort St. John Super 8 Motel April 3 Nanaimo Coast Bastion Inn April 5 Nanaimo Cost Bastion Inn April 12 Castlegar Selkirk College April 19 Prince Rupert Coast Prince Rupert May 8 Delta Delta Town & Country May 10 North Vancouver Holiday Inn, North Vancouver For more information, contact: Teachers’ Pension Plan, Seminar Services, Box 9460, Victoria, BC V8W 9V8, Toll free 1-877-558-5574, Fax: 250-953-0436, E-mail TPPseminars@pensionsbc.ca. Ten reasons to attend a pension seminar this year To better understand your pension as a "pay cheque for life" in retirement. To recognize the benefits of a defined-benefit pension plan such as the TPP. To make the most of your individual learning styles (seeing, listening, reading, writing, website tools) to understand pension information. To learn how to read your own Members’ Benefit Statement and access your personal pension information online. To learn how to make the most of your pension benefit (e.g., purchases of service, transfers, child-rearing credit). To learn more about post-retirement group benefits (i.e., MSP, EHB, dental, and indexing). To have your general pension questions answered during the seminar and your personal questions answered after the seminar. To begin planning in order to have greater security and a more successful transition into life beyond the classroom. It’s all free! Admission, pension information booklet, pencil, and beverage—bring your spouse and/or teaching colleague. No assembly or batteries required. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13122,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 1998 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 11, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 1998 Students fight school district’s corporate agenda by Whitney Borowko I am a member of a student group called Youth for Environmental and Social Justice (YES) at Thomas Haney Secondary School, in Maple Ridge. We discovered in June that our school district was seeking corporate sponsorship from one of the two cola giants, Coke or Pepsi. We were greatly disturbed by that news because we had already seen the negative effects of sponsorship in schools. In our cafeteria, during lunch last year, we had been subjected to promotion by Jones Soda. We had also been forced to attend a mandatory “self-esteem” assembly that was nothing more than a thinly veiled promotion for Pepsi and the B.C. Lions. This patronizing presentation was complete with smoke, music, and flashing lights to appeal to the “Pepsi Generation.” My sister, at a nearby high school, felt the power of the corporations even more directly. “They told me that I was not allowed to publicize the destructive environmental record of McDonald’s,” which is one of the school’s sponsors. With these incidents in mind, we decided that we had to take action against the current cola deal that could make corporate sponsorship in our district more far reaching than ever. YES had already been work ing for two years to raise awareness around issues concerning corporations and globalization. When researching for our campaigns against child labour and APEC, we were appalled to realize how multinational corporations, supported by our consumer culture, are wreaking havoc on environments and peoples around the world. During the summer, I had the chance to see these issues first hand while travelling in Guatemala. I saw many Coke and Pepsi factories, which were set up in Guatemala to take advantage of the lack of environmental and labor laws. I was able to observe how these companies take advantage of the lack of information regarding health to promote their products, and are replacing diverse cultures with an Americanized cola-culture. I returned to Canada with a renewed conviction to fight our district’s deal. YES decided to circulate a petition around our school and to prepare a presentation to the school board and our parent advisory committee. Liz Krieg, Jenn Ward, and I recently gave our presentation to the Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows School Board at one of its bi-monthly meetings. “Although we understand the need for district funding for some programs, we feel that corporate sponsorship comes at too high of a price, and is actually detrimental to our future education,” reported Liz Krieg at the meeting. “We believe that schools are intended to be institutes of critical thought and that this objective will become jeopardized when corporations are allowed into the schools.” YES is concerned about the possibility of an anti-disparagement clause that would seek to ensure that corporate sponsors could not be criticized by people associated with the school. A highly publicized case of this occurred earlier this year in Georgia. Michael Cameron, a high school student, was suspended for wearing a Pepsi shirt on “Coke day,” an attempt by his school to win money by impressing visiting Coke representatives. As corporations begin to take a greater role in education, it is probable that incidents like this will not be uncommon. “Corporations are the ones truly reaping the benefits from corporate sponsorship,” says Jenn Ward. “They are able to ensure brand loyalty in the youth market and advertise their products exclusively in schools. Corporations also use these deals to gather favourable public opinion and distract consumers from unethical business practices such as laying off workers without cause, using child labour, or polluting the environment. In recent years, corporations have been reaching into the classroom in more ways than ever. Some corporations have actually been producing their own course materials. Although this practice happens more often in the U.S., tactics like these have been creeping into Canadian schools as well. Several years ago, Coke developed a “Coca-Cola kit” for business and marketing classes in Ontario. The kit was described by a teacher as a “textbook dominated by Coke symbols” whose “educational value is questionable.” Eight million kids in the U.S. watch the mandatory Channel One news broadcast every day during homeroom. The service is offered to schools for “free,” but it includes four commercials for Pepsi, Nintendo, Nike, and Burger King during each 12-minute broadcast. Corporations pay $200,000 per 30-second spot to reach this captive audience. “Is it worth it for a few hundred dollars of AV equipment to have students subjected to corporate agendas every day?” asks Krieg. It is our buying power and attention that are being sold as the “product,” and we are concerned that students have been excluded from the decision-making process. Our school board stated that “all stakeholders were being represented in this deal”; however, they had made no effort to include student voices. We hope people will realize that the sacrifices we are making by selling our schools to these multinational corporations is far greater than what we are gaining. In the next few weeks, we hope to raise our concerns with other PACs and with students at the other high schools in our district. We will meet with the school board again, too. It is our goal not only to defeat this current proposal but to aid in the development of a district policy that will protect our schools as places of critical thought and knowledge, not corporate control and manipulation. Whitney Borowko is a student at Thomas Haney Secondary School, Maple Ridge. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8766,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, Number 5, April 2004 Guatemalan teachers win improvements Teachers in Guatemala were on strike for 52 days at the beginning of 2003. They were seeking improvements for children, reform of the education system, and improved salaries and working conditions for teachers. The BCTF contributed $10,000 to a support fund to assist the teachers. To hear a report on the results of the teachers’ struggle, the general co-ordinator of the Guatemalan Teachers’ Assembly, Joviel Acevedo, was invited to speak at the BCTF’s AGM. Unfortunately, Acevedo was unable to get to Vancouver. While he had a visa from Canada, he also needed a visa from either the U.S. or Mexico, because there are no direct flights from Guatemala to Canada. Both the U.S. government and the Mexican government rejected his visa application to change planes in one of those countries. Acevedo did send the BCTF a letter and the text of the speech that he would have given, and they were read to the AGM. He pointed out that to issue a visa, the U.S. required that the applicant have a high salary, have bank accounts, and own property, among other things. None of these is possible for a Guatemalan teacher. He pointed out that "a teacher in Guatemala lives from day to day on his salary. The majority of us do not own real estate, much less our own home, nor do we have bank accounts—the meagre salary we earn is all spent on food for our families and other basic necessities—we have nothing left to save." The impact of this is that "we teachers and trade unionists are no longer able to leave the country to participate in events or to receive training, much less for a vacation." His speech did outline some of the gains that had been made from the strike. The teachers were able to get the government to add $118 million a year to the education budget. That allowed for "benefits such as a desk for every student, a reduction of user fees, repairs to dangerous and collapsing schools, and hot breakfasts for children in the rural areas." The government also agreed to listen to teachers. It "agreed to create a bi-partite commission made of teachers’ delegates and representatives from the ministry. The commission will have the task of developing proposals for redirecting the education reform." Teachers also won a salary increase of $25 a month. "This does not sound like much," he said, "but when you earn only $250 a month, it makes a difference." AGM delegates were very moved by the messages and voted to have the BCTF place strong objections with the U.S. and Mexican embassies. The letter and the speech are available on the BCTF web site at www.bctf.ca/Social/isp/index.html. – Larry Kuehn Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=31641&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2014 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 26, Number 4, Jan./Feb. 2014   Mexican teachers protest education reform, standardized tests  by Nancy Knickerbocker   In the middle of the night on January 5, 2014, Mexican authorities moved in with riot police and bulldozers to put an end to one of the most valiant and enduring actions of resistance by Mexican teachers in their long history of struggle for quality public education. Since the school year began last August, thousands of teachers have taken to the streets and squares of Mexico City to protest the federal government’s sweeping education reforms that will undermine labour rights, increase standardized testing, impose teacher evaluation based on test scores, and promote privatization of public education. After being evicted from the main square with blasts from water cannons and blows from police batons, approximately 4,000 teachers occupied the Monument to the Revolution. Conditions were difficult in their make-shift tents, but determination remained firm. In November 2013, BCTF President Jim Iker visited the teachers’ encampment and delivered a keynote address at an International Solidarity conference organized by the Tri-National Coalition in Defense of Public Education. The event brought together teacher union leaders from BC, Ontario, Chicago, and Los Angeles with Mexican activists, many of whom came from rural states where most students are impoverished and vulnerable. Iker emphasized the similarities between the neoliberal attacks on teachers and their unions throughout the Americas, although the challenges facing Mexican colleagues are clearly more severe than in Canada. Still, he noted, everywhere across the continent we are seeing deep cuts in the public sector, attacks on human and labour rights, and economic injustice on the rise. Teachers from all three countries reported on the negative impact of standardized testing. The Mexicans emphasized that they are not opposed to evaluation per se but that student scores on standardized tests are to be the key measure of teacher competence, a factor that penalizes those working with the most marginalized students. Teachers from Oaxaca, Chiapas, and Veracruz were also critical that the exams are in Spanish, while their language of instruction may be Nahuatl or other indigenous languages. Nancy Serrano from the Chicago Union of Teachers explained how school funding and teacher evaluation are largely based on test scores. “They use low scores as an excuse to close the public schools and re-open them as charter schools with non-unionized teachers,” Serrano said, adding that 50 public schools have closed in Chicago in the past year, resulting in significant teacher layoffs.   Nancy Knickerbocker, Director, BCTF Communications and Campaigns Division   )
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "October is #FosterFamilyMonth. Thank you #BC for opening your homes and hearts to more than 5,900 children and youth." @John_Yap - 11:14pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12666,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 1999 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 12, Number 1, September 1999 Readathon sparks love of literature by Nancy Knickerbocker Last May, the staff and 230 students of Mountain View Elementary School, in Coquitlam, staged a week-long readathon that was so successful they immediately began planning another celebration of literacy for the first week back to school. “This week has been so positive, we’ll be expanding the whole literacy theme for the first week of September,” said principal Maureen Dockendorf, who was delighted to learn that this year International Literacy Day coincides with the second day of school. The readathon days began with all students and staff out in the hallways for 20 minutes of (relatively!) silent reading. Grade 3 teacher Doug McSavaney said, “It was great getting the teachers and kids out in the halls, so we see ourselves as not being isolated in our separate rooms.” The schedule included guest speakers morning and afternoon, including authors, illustrators, and song-writers. The children read poetry aloud after recess, and took turns reading stories from Chicken Soup for the Child’s Soul over the PA at lunch hour. Visual arts were also part of the literacy celebration. The children made their own drawings of covers of favourite books and these were used to decorate the library and hallways. Before the readathon, teachers set personal reading goals with each student, who then made a commitment to read for a certain number of minutes each evening. At week’s end, each child received a blue ribbon emblazoned in gold with the words, “Congratulations, Reader!” As well, three children from each class who met their reading goals won a $10 gift certificate from the Parents Advisory Council for a field trip to a big bookstore. – Nancy Knickerbocker Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7080,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 1, September 2005 Classroom study results: Special-needs support inadequate Evidence from a study involving over 14,500 B.C. teachers shows that prolonged underfunding and the loss of hundreds of specialist teachers is taking its toll in the classroom. In January 2005, the BCTF sent a questionnaire to all teachers in the province asking them to reflect on their teaching experiences today and in the past. A series of questions from the study focusing on teaching students with special needs are highlighted in this report. As many teachers know first hand, there has been an increase in the number of students with special needs in their classrooms at the same time that adequate resources for all students have decreased. Lack of financial support¹—funding of the K–12 education system in real per-pupil dollar amounts has declined steadily over the last four years and a substantial decrease in support teachers² are just two of the ways resources have been eroded. The impact of these changes are reflected in the teaching and learning conditions study results, both in the quantitative data and in extensive written comments. When asked if there were more students with special needs in their classes now than in the past, over 77% of teachers agreed or strongly agreed that this was so. Just under 87% of teachers also indicated that students in their classes had a wider range of needs than in past years. The following are representative of many of the comments teachers provided. "Far too many cutbacks in my area, overwhelming numbers, increase in complexity of students. The service I provide is completely inadequate to meet the needs of speech-language impaired students." "I currently enrol a class of 24. Within that I have two students with autism, a student who is severely hearing impaired, and a student with moderate behaviour, three students who receive ongoing counselling for emotional support, four students who receive speech therapy, and seven students who receive student support. I’m spending nights and weekends just trying to stay ahead!" "The growing number of students that require extra support and assistance is placing a lot of pressure and stress on classroom teachers and those that are trying to provide support." Unfortunately, increased need has not meant increased support or resources. Teachers were asked to indicate the extent to which they agreed with the statement that "Adequate special education assistant time is available to each student who needs it." An overwhelming 82% of teachers disagree with this statement. Indeed, over 43% disagreed and an additional 39% strongly disagreed with the statement. Similar results were found when teachers were asked if students with special needs received adequate direct support from specialists such as speech/language pathologists. Over 41% disagreed and 37% strongly disagreed that this was so. The adequate provision of specialist support for students with special needs is important for all students in a class. Those with special needs require extra support and other students need the attention of their teacher. However, a full 72% of teachers disagreed that, given the composition of their classes, they receive the help they need to teach all of their students. For more information on this study go to the Working and Learning Conditions web site at bctf.ca/bargain/wlc. Visit the Teaching To Diversity web site, bctf.ca/TeachingToDiversity, for information, resources, and contracts relevant to meeting the needs of students who receive special education, learning assistance, or ESL services. ¹In 2001–02, the real per-pupil funding amount was $6,700. In 2004–05 it had dropped to $6,540, a decline of $230 per pupil. The $150 million increase for 2005–06 gives a much needed boost to the system, but the result is still $108 per student less than the 2001–02 funding level. ²Prior to the introduction of Bill 28 early in 2002, learning assistance and special education resource teachers were "provided on a pro-rated basis" that ensured the teacher/student ratio did not fall below a certain point. Following the removal of support provisions from the collective agreement there was a loss of almost 230 full-time equivalent special education teachers. – Colleen Hawkey, BCTF Research Division Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13726,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 1997 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 10, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 1997 Anti-Poverty Action Grants by Margaret Ross The 1997 AGM adopted the following priority: To strengthen the capacity and efficacy of BCTF leadership on social issues, including poverty, racism, sexism, violence, and homophobia. Anti-poverty grants are available from the Federation as one avenue of working on this priority. The local anti-poverty grant supports locals in the development and implementation of community-based initiatives linked to the BCTF anti-poverty campaign. Local anti-poverty action grants will be provided to locals on the following basis: a. The sharing formula is 50% BCTF, 50% local to a maximum grant of $3,000. b. Local submits an outline of proposed activities with estimated costs to the BCTF to obtain approval for the grant before undertaking a program. c. The proposed activities focus on community-based anti-poverty initiatives. d. PD field staff person is involved in the development of the local program. e. All grants will be approved by a full-time table officer, on advice from appropriate PD field staff. f. Funds will be allocated on a first-come, first-served basis. Community groups, such as End Legislated Poverty are eager to work with teachers to form coalitions. Possible grant uses: Developing “economic justice versus charity” campaigns. Establishing a program to help low-income families have better access to schools and PACs. Lobbying communities to provide recreational passes for low-income families. Providing support and training to establish community gardens. Training and support for lobby efforts to provide school lunch programs. Interested? Contact your local office. “Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the world. Indeed, it’s the only thing that ever has.”– Margaret Mead Margaret Ross is co-ordinator of the BCTF’s Status of Women Program. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8910,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, Number 3, January/February 2004 Teachers attend BCFed convention "We walk over bridges others have built" by Sandra Davie Those words were spoken by Ken Georgetti at the B.C. Federation of Labour Convention, November 24–26, 2003, in Vancouver. I was privileged to attend as one of the 900 delegates. As a teacher, I felt great pride Monday morning when the 100-strong BCTF delegation took its place on the floor. We wore blue t-shirts that said "Proud to be a teacher" and "Proud to be Affiliated," and our presence was acknowledged by a standing ovation. Little did we realize what an intense intellectual and emotional experience we were in for in the next three days. A BCTF resolution asking for support against Bill 51 was first on the agenda. We asked other members of the Fed to support us in our opposition to Bill 51 and to the dismantling of our democratic and representational college. It was heartening to hear speeches of support and understanding, and when the vote was called, our motion was endorsed. We had walked together over one of Georgetti’s "bridges." Having our resolution so heartily endorsed was emotional enough, but that was only the beginning. As the convention continued, we heard speaker after speaker talk about the dismantling of their unions and the destruction of services for those in need. This is truly the era of disposable people, with working people, the young, the weak, the sick, and the elderly taking the brunt of the cuts. Particularly jarring were the descriptions of people having to leave their jobs, with no clear sense of what will happen to them, and having to abandon the people who rely on them for professional and compassionate care. Losing your job is bad enough, but losing your friends and knowing that the people who replace you will be paid at a considerably lower salary were wrenching for many of the brothers and sisters who shared their pain and anger with us. We all began to realize that the bridges that had been built for us by others were being dismantled. We all began to realize the necessity of taking a stand together to stop the dismantling and to build more bridges for those who come after us. On the second day of the convention, we attended workshops designed to help us in our struggle to fight the Liberal agenda. Highlights of the workshops for me were the messages that we can fight back and that we can win. Danny Mallet and Lilly Olson spoke of the campaign mounted in Saskatchewan that resulted in a fourth term for the NDP Lorne Calvert, the newly elected premier, acknowledged the work of the Labour Movement and its campaign. The united labour campaign, which stressed that the province works and that economic progress should be for the many not just the few, was crucial to the NDP victory. Touching core values that support a system of universal healthcare and educational opportunities and reaching out to the population that has lost faith in government were lessons that were emphasized as critical to the election victory. The Saskatchewan campaign, which began 18 months before the election, began because no one at the time felt that the NDP could win the next election. But instead of capitulating and accepting defeat as inevitable, many people walked across bridges and engaged the young, the downtrodden, and the cynical. The campaign was built around issues and values and a discussion of the type of society that we both want and need. The lesson was obvious: we can do the same in B.C. And it’s time to get started. Another powerful workshop presenter was Carolyn Leckie, member of the Scottish Socialist Party and sitting member of the Scottish Parliament. Leckie decried the actions of Campbell’s government and compared what is happening here to what happened in Britain under Maggie Thatcher. Thatcher went after the unions, and when she broke the miners’ strike, she effectively disarmed the British Labour Movement. It has taken 20 years for the Labour Movement to recover, but it has rebuilt bridges and is reaching out in communities to build bridges for the future. Leckie related horror stories of public-private enterprises, privatization of public works, and the destruction of working conditions. Her ultimate message, however, was that by standing together we can fight back. A third workshop also emphasized the importance of reaching out to individuals, groups, and organizations that do not share a Labour perspective but who do share a concern for the quality of life that we want in this province. We need to engage one another in discussing our similarities and to build alliances from our shared perspective. Given what is happening to workers who have seen their contracts ripped up and work of 20 years thrown away, to people who rely on a strong social support network, to children whose education is being jeopardized by underfunding, to the sick whose health is compromised by lack of adequate services, and to the elderly whose final years should be ones of comfort and support not loss of service and support, we must stand up and fight back together. If not us, then who? The motto of the B.C. Fed is "What we desire for ourselves, we desire for all." I thought of those words over the three days of the convention as I thought of Ken Georgetti’s "bridges" and I thought of Lorne Calvert’s words: "Our goal should be to build more bridges for others to walk forward." Now that’s truly a lesson for a group of teachers, isn’t it? Sandra Davie teaches at Prince George Secondary School, Prince George. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9164,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 19, Number 1, September 2006 Community school teams: A made-in-Vancouver success story by Yvonne Eamor A ground-breaking Vancouver initiative aimed at refining the community schools concept has caught the attention of school districts as far away as Quebec. And for good reason—it’s helping keep kids on the right track at a time when the federal government is toying with the idea of jailing 10- and 11-year-olds with its proposal to expand the age of criminal responsibility. Community School Teams (CSTs) have proven to be the success the COPE-led Vancouver School Board (VSB) envisioned when the initiative debuted in the 2004–05 school year. In that first year alone, CSTs co-ordinated or managed more than 1,600 programs for 55,000 students, and they helped improve the literacy and social responsibility of students who needed the extra helping hand. That’s pretty impressive stuff for an initiative that had no map and no blueprint—only enthusiasm and a burning desire to serve typical and vulnerable children. This innovative program grew from a VSB concept to bring school and community members closer together by revamping its community school model to offer more resources and outreach for the city’s vulnerable students, and to maximize the way it utilizes CommunityLINK funding. The result has been a made-in-Vancouver success story. Community School Teams’ Co-ordinator and former Vancouver principal, Dan Marriott, says the CSTs are not focused on one school, but on a family of schools, which allows team members to reach more students, and helps develop the neighborhood school as a key component of a community. "Vancouver used to have 10 or 11 community schools but they weren’t necessarily situated in locations that served vulnerable children. The VSB shifted that focus so that community schools became more targeted, and more partnerships were created in the community." The board formed a dozen CSTs and chose one secondary school to serve as a hub for its neighboring elementary schools. Each team has a co-ordinator, a teacher, and a youth and family worker. "These team members are mobile," says Marriott, "on a Monday morning the teacher could be with a Grade 5 class writing poetry and then teaching study skills for seventh graders in the afternoon and on Tuesday, it’s off to another school where they might work with a small group of kids or they could co-teach. The youth and family worker might run a ‘demons and dragons’ group to talk about kids and their problems. The team co-ordinator might be meeting with community partners." Essentially, the CSTs become part of several schools. The teams work year-round, and during breaks in the school year, part-timers are hired to offer numerous recreational programs for neighborhood kids. Marriott says while the focus of the CSTs and their various programs is vulnerable kids, any student can utilize what CSTs have to offer. "We run targeted and non-targeted programs. Within those programs, we know we have a set of vulnerable kids in there, but we don’t want to separate them. We want the mixture, we need the mixture of kids for role modelling. We want high-risk kids to be part of a group they’d not normally associate with during the year." Marriott says such inclusion helps "let these kids be just ordinary kids in the neighbourhood. We don’t want them separated and forming cliques or gangs and we don’t want them to be alone. And we don’t want that disconnect you get with really high-risk students. We want them to be part of the community." Marriott says it’s been documented that youth as young as 10 can have characteristics that indicate they are vulnerable to dropping out of school. "Dropping out of school is not an event," says Marriott, "it’s a series of events. Our teams help keep kids in school, help them stay connected, and help their parents stay connected. It all has to help keep the kids on track." While CSTs spend time with kids during school hours, the teams are arguably most successful after school—when at-risk kids are most vulnerable. "Almost all our hubs have hired a part-time programmer who is busy from 3:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. running after school programs," says Marriott. "It could be a homework program, or a recreational activity ranging from basketweaving to piano lessons to baseball. The key is to keep them involved with a quality experience after school." Marriott says the teams have found that if they can capture kids in the "soft time" between after school and after work—when parents return home—they’ve accomplished a couple of things. "They’ve created a huge connection with the school as the centre of the community, the parents and the kids feel that. And, they’ve taken the kids out of harm’s way by ensuring they’re not influenced by negative factors." Heading into the third year of operations, Marriott says the results have been terrific. "We’ve managed to put resources where they had not been before. Our informal results show a 37% growth in literacy in the kids who fall under our umbrella, and an improvement of about 55% in social responsibility. This model works very effectively." A researcher has been hired to compile detailed data to determine just how successful and valuable the CSTs have become to the district. The only downside, says Marriott, is there are more kids than staff. "We have 42 staff members to handle the city’s 4,000 vulnerable kids. The notion of who is vulnerable is difficult so basically, the work we’re doing has no limits." He suggests that CSTs may have to become more selective about the programs they offer to ensure programs remain high quality. "And probably, we could target populations that have not been targeted before and have a bigger, more comprehensive impact on our neighborhoods." Marriott estimates BC’s CommunityLINK funding comprises barely 1% of the province’s total education budget. "We receive about $3 million from CommunityLINK, so the impact of that 1% is considerable. I believe the province is getting a pretty good bang for its buck." Marriott says there is one thing with which CSTs can’t help: poverty. "Many vulnerability issues stem from poverty and while we can’t mitigate poverty, we can improve the chances of getting a good education. And if there’s something going on that can help these kids, we’re going to try to get it to them." That’s a pretty good model for other districts, like those in Quebec, to emulate. Yvonne Eamor is the BCTF’s media relations officer. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=17122,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2008 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 3, November 2008  Three Cups of Tea Book review by Janet Nicol Out of war-torn America emerges the story of a saint. Since 1996, Greg Mortenson has built more than 60 schools for Muslim boys—and girls—in the mountain villages of Pakistan and Afghanistan. His remarkable story, Three Cups of Tea, written with journalist David Oliver Relin, is a must-read for educators (Penguin Publishers, New York, 2006) 349 pp, $16.50 paperback. A man of unusual influences and experiences, Mortenson was shaped by his early school days in Tanzania where his father was a teacher and aid worker. Eventually the family returned to the United States. Because money was scarce, Mortenson signed on to the US army to obtain a tuition-free post-secondary education. While studying, his father died of cancer, aged 48. The family received a second blow when Mortenson’s sister Christa died of a massive seizure at age 23. Mortenson began looking for a way to honour Christa’s life as his own started to unravel. Living out of his car and working on call as a trauma nurse in San Francisco hospitals, he decided to pay homage by climbing the formidable K2 in Pakistan’s Karakoram region. Mortenson didn’t make the summit, but he found another way of honouring his sibling—building a school in the Pakistan village of Korphe. Along the way, Mortenson faced the hostility of zealous locals, survived harrowing car trips, and managed to stay calm inside Taliban territory as the events of September 11 unfolded. Mortenson maintained faith in his Pakistani friends, whom he believes, will “lay down their life for you.” His success is a result of working with, not against, the cultural norms of the local people. Add to this Mortenson’s personal sacrifices, including long separations from his wife (whom he first met at a fundraiser) and their children. Biographic details throughout the book suggest Mortenson was cut from a special cloth. On a visit to Calcutta shortly after Mother Theresa dies, for example, Mortenson pays tribute to her shrouded figure. “…I remember thinking how amazing it was that such a tiny person had such a huge effect on humanity,” he writes. Mortenson’s determination to get funding from his fellow Americans, to negotiate with village elders in Pakistan, and to never give up, provide key lessons to any individual or organization wanting to make a difference. Mortenson is not alone fighting the world’s problems with books instead of bullets. Mike Frastacky, a carpenter from Vancouver, traveled to Nahrin in northern Afghanistan and built a school for more than 500 boys—and girls—in the midst of Canada’s battle against the Taliban. On a subsequent visit in 2006, Frastacky was murdered by unknown assailants. Excerpts of Frastacky’s insightful correspondence days before he died have been released by his sister. His writings are part of a collection of eyewitness accounts of Canadians in Afghanistan called Outside the Wire, edited by Kevin Patterson and Jane Warren. Children’s author Deborah Ellis helped set up a Canada-wide organization called Women for Women in Afghanistan, www.w4wafghan.ca, to fund education and quality of living initiatives. Ellis also donates royalties from her Breadwinner trilogy to the group. And former Member of Parliament Flora MacDonald has also traveled to the region as an independent observer and pushes for schools for Afghani children, among other necessities. More information about Mortenson’s organization, the Central Asia Institute, is available at www.threecupsoftea.com. Included on the website is a series of newspaper articles about Mortenson’s most recent visit. He points to Muslim extremists’ strategy of filling the gap of poverty and illiteracy by building dozens of schools to recruit terrorists. He is puzzled at Western governments’ lack of attempts to counter with their own campaign of peace and education. This remarkable story is accompanied by photographs of Mortenson with Pakistani children. One website photograph shows this tall, dark-haired man on bended knee. Behind him is a blackboard with the alphabet in big chalk letters. He is smiling at a young female student. She is smiling back. Janet Nicol teaches at Killarney Secondary School, Vancouver. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=18278&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 6, April 2009  Paths to Professional Autonomy The professional model By Viva Moodley  Can you imagine what a bureaucratic nightmare the $4 billion educational system would be if it were not for teachers? Teachers give the system a human face with how they act toward students, parents, and colleagues. Teachers resist the bureaucracy imposed on them by the educational system. As professionals, we are always cognizant of our students’ needs, which come first in our minds. One of the clauses in the collective agreement that teachers use in making decisions is that of Professional Autonomy. In our collective agreement the clause reads: Article F.4: Professional Autonomy F.4.1 Teachers shall, within the bounds of this Agreement and consistent with the requirements of the prescribed curriculum, have individual professional autonomy so long as it is consistent with effective educational practice.  This autonomy may be exercised in determining the methods of instruction, and the planning, presentation, and evaluation of course materials in the classes to which they are assigned.  There have been many attacks on the professional autonomy of teachers, e.g., class size, but teachers continue to make professional decisions every day. This article remains a powerful tool provided that teachers do not shy away from utilizing it. A number of years ago, I went to the principal in my school requesting that he make decisions for me, the content of which escapes me right now. His reply was that the board paid me a lot of money to make that decision. I’ve never looked back. It was a seminal moment for me when I came to the realization that as a professional these were my duties. I found an article that crystallized this issue for me in a report presented to the BCTF Annual General Meeting in March of 1995 called, “BCTF Task Force on Changing Roles and Responsibilities of School Personnel.” See below. The question one should ask is, Which kind of school would I like to work in—a hierarchical/bureaucratic model or a professional model? For me there is no hesitation, I am not a teacher technician but a professional. It remains up to teachers to exercise their professional autonomy. I guard mine jealously. Viva Moodley teaches at Oakland Elementary School, Victoria.  BCTF Task Force on the Changing Roles and Responsibilities of School Personnel, 1995 AGM The hierarchical/bureaucratic model  Formal authority of administration emphasized Administrators set direction, teachers follow Teacher compliance with rules an objective Teacher loyalty to administration promoted Constant monitoring of teacher compliance Top-down restructuring and management Teacher jobs routinized, limited skills required Students processed and credentialed Standardized student project an objective Layers or regulations and overseers Little investment in professional development Collegial consultation not important Teachers accountable to management Change, innovation, controlled Individual risk-taking discouraged Teachers not regarded as professionals Teachers treated as rule-directed employees Teachers given influence but little authority Decisions made by those furthest form action Increasing use of non- and paraprofessionals Growth in administration Teacher salaries and benefits under attack Working conditions considered unimportant Collegiality not encouraged The professional model Teachers trusted as professionals Teacher knowledge, skills acknowledged Teachers accountable to their profession Atmosphere of critical inquiry Collective, collegial dialogue Teachers have real authority Professional discretion allowed Focus on student needs not rules Teachers responsible for whole school Teachers/parents working relationship Students active participants in learning Students prepared for active citizenship Collaborative school culture Collegial decision making Conflict resolution styles implemented Control relinquished by administrators Restructuring is bottom-up Teachers well-paid, trained, qualified Teacher differences honoured Administration supports teachers Workload, health, burnout considered Morale, job satisfaction important Professional development important Teachers support need for co-ordination)
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(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/insights_west?lang=uk,Insights West (@insights_west) | Twitter Твіттер Пошуковий запит Шукати в Твіттері Збережені пошукові запити Видалити Підтверджений профіль @ Рекомендовані користувачі Підтверджений профіль @ Підтверджений профіль @ Мова: Українська Русский Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Маєте профіль? Увійти Уперше в Твіттері? Приєднуйтеся сьогодні » Увійти Номер телефону, електронна адреса або ім’я користувача Пароль Увійти Запам'ятати мене Забули пароль? Вже користуєтеся Твіттером за допомогою текстових повідомлень? Insights West @insights_west Твіти 588 Фото/Відео 21 Ви читаєте 92 Читачі 409 Обране 71   Більше Обране Списки Припинити ігнорувати користувача @insights_west Ігнорувати користувача @insights_west Читати Підписаний Відміна Заблоковано Розблокувати В очікуванні Скасувати Insights West @insights_west Insights West is a progressive, full-service market research company offering insights-driven research solutions and interpretative analysis. Vancouver, B.C. insightswest.com 21 фото чи відео Твіти Твіти Tweets & replies Insights West @insights_west  ·  23 хв 73% in Metro Vancouver perceive coal dust as a serious environmental threat. http://bit.ly/iw_sfdc  Відповісти Ретвіт Ретвітнуте До обраного Обране Більше Вставити твіт Insights West @insights_west  ·  24 хв 58% in Metro Vancouver are hesitant to support the project due to climate change. http://bit.ly/iw_sfdc  Відповісти Ретвіт Ретвітнуте 1 retweet 1 До обраного Обране Більше Вставити твіт Insights West @insights_west  ·  54 хв 77% in Metro Vancouver say the expansion of the Fraser Surrey Docks terminal will create more jobs in the province. http://bit.ly/iw_sfdc  Відповісти Ретвіт Ретвітнуте До обраного Обране Більше Вставити твіт Insights West @insights_west  ·  1 год A look at how residents feel about the expansion of coal shipments in Metro Vancouver. http://bit.ly/iw_sfdc  http://ow.ly/i/77ZYC  Переглянути фото Відповісти Ретвіт Ретвітнуте До обраного Обране Більше Вставити твіт Insights West @insights_west  ·  1 год Opposition to building the coal shipping facility in Metro Vancouver highest among women (48%) and 18-to-34 (47%) http://bit.ly/iw_sfdc  Відповісти Ретвіт Ретвітнуте До обраного Обране Більше Вставити твіт Insights West retweeted Steve Mossop @SteveMossop  ·  2 год 42% in Metro Vancouver support building the Fraser Surrey Docks coal shipping facility; 43% are opposed; 14% unsure. http://bit.ly/iw_sfdc  Відповісти Ретвіт Ретвітнуте 1 retweet 1 До обраного Обране Більше Вставити твіт Insights West @insights_west  ·  2 год Support for building the coal shipping facility in Metro Vancouver highest among men (50%) and 55+ (47%) http://bit.ly/iw_sfdc  Відповісти Ретвіт Ретвітнуте До обраного Обране Більше Вставити твіт Insights West @insights_west  ·  2 год 42% in Metro Vancouver support building the Fraser Surrey Docks coal shipping facility; 43% are opposed; 14% unsure. http://bit.ly/iw_sfdc  Відповісти Ретвіт Ретвітнуте До обраного Обране Більше Вставити твіт Insights West @insights_west  ·  3 год Just 53% in Metro Vancouver are familiar with the Fraser Surrey Docks coal shipping facility project. (1/2) http://bit.ly/iw_sfdc  Відповісти Ретвіт Ретвітнуте 1 retweet 1 До обраного Обране Більше Вставити твіт Insights West @insights_west  ·  3 год In contrast 79% are familiar with Kinder Morgan Trans Mountain pipeline & 80% with the Enbridge Northern Gateway(2/2) http://bit.ly/iw_sfdc  Відповісти Ретвіт Ретвітнуте 1 retweet 1 До обраного Обране Більше Вставити твіт Insights West @insights_west  ·  3 год Our latest release: Metro Vancouver Still Divided on Coal Shipping Facility http://bit.ly/iw_sfdc  Відповісти Ретвіт Ретвітнуте До обраного Обране Більше Вставити твіт Insights West @insights_west  ·  4 год "A Shocking Number of Business Owners in BC Do Not Have a Business Plan." Read the full release here: http://bit.ly/IW_SBBC  Відповісти Ретвіт Ретвітнуте До обраного Обране Більше Вставити твіт Insights West @insights_west  ·  4 год 38% of small business owners do not believe a succession plan is important to their business, 56% of sole proprietors http://bit.ly/IW_SBBC  Відповісти Ретвіт Ретвітнуте 1 retweet 1 До обраного Обране 2 Більше Вставити твіт Insights West @insights_west  ·  4 год Less than one-quarter (19%) of small business owners have a succession plan in place. http://bit.ly/IW_SBBC  http://ow.ly/i/77W1R  Переглянути фото Відповісти Ретвіт Ретвітнуте До обраного Обране Більше Вставити твіт Insights West @insights_west  ·  4 год A look at our release with @SmallBusinessBC showing the shocking number of small business without a business plan. http://ow.ly/i/77VGA  Переглянути фото Відповісти Ретвіт Ретвітнуте До обраного Обране Більше Вставити твіт Insights West @insights_west  ·  5 год Nearly half (48%) began operations with a business plan in place, 42% of business owners have one now. http://bit.ly/IW_SBBC  Відповісти Ретвіт Ретвітнуте До обраного Обране Більше Вставити твіт Insights West @insights_west  ·  5 год A shocking 34% of sole proprietors believe a business plan is not important to the future of their business. http://bit.ly/IW_SBBC  Відповісти Ретвіт Ретвітнуте 1 retweet 1 До обраного Обране Більше Вставити твіт Insights West @insights_west  ·  5 год 23% of small business owners believe a business plan is not important to the future of their business. http://bit.ly/IW_SBBC  Відповісти Ретвіт Ретвітнуте До обраного Обране Більше Вставити твіт Insights West @insights_west  ·  5 год More than half of small business owners in BC (52%) began operations without a business plan. http://bit.ly/IW_SBBC  Відповісти Ретвіт Ретвітнуте До обраного Обране Більше Вставити твіт Insights West @insights_west  ·  6 год Today we are looking at the results of a study we released last week in conjunction with @SmallBusinessBC. http://bit.ly/IW_SBBC  Відповісти Ретвіт Ретвітнуте 1 retweet 1 До обраного Обране Більше Вставити твіт Можливо, Твіттер перевантажений або має тимчасові труднощі. Спробуйте знову Відвідайте статус Твіттера, щоб отримати докладну інформацію. Закрити Insights West почав(-ла) читати Не проґавте жодної новини від Insights West Vancouver, B.C. · Змінити © 2014 Твіттер Про нас Довідка Рекламна інформація Закрити Актуальне Актуальні теми, підібрані саме для вас. Актуальне пропонує унікальну можливість бути ближче до того, про що ви турбуєтесь. Воно підбирається для вас на основі вашого розташування і тих, кого ви читаєте. Змінити Залишити підібрані актуальні теми Переглянути світові актуальні теми Готово Відхилити Закрити Попередній Далі Закрити Перейти до профілю користувача Збережені пошукові запити Видалити Підтверджений профіль @ Рекомендовані користувачі Підтверджений профіль @ Підтверджений профіль @ Закрити Ретвітнути це вашим читачам? Скасувати Ретвіт Закрити Ви впевнені, що хочете видалити цей твіт? Скасувати Видалити Закрити Заблокувати Скасувати Заблокувати Показувати, де я знаходжусь Коли у твіті ви вказуєте розташування, Твіттер його запам’ятовує. Ви можете вмикати/вимикати визначення розташування перед публікацією кожного твіта, а також видаляти цю інформацію пізніше. Дізнатися більше Увімкнути визначення розташування Не зараз Вимкнути визначення розташування Закрити Зведені відомості профілю Закрити Ваші списки Закрити Створити новий список Назва списку Опис Не більше 100 символів, за бажанням Приватність Загальнодоступний · Будь-хто може читати цей список Приватний · Тільки ви маєте доступ до цього списку Зберегти список Закрити Закрити Розмістити цей твіт Додайте цей твіт на ваш сайт, скопіювавши код, наведений нижче. Дізнайтеся більше Виникла проблема доступу до сервера. Спробувати знову? Включити батьківський твіт Підключити медіа Попередній перегляд Закрити Зареєструйтесь у Твіттері Ще не у Твіттері? Зареєструйтеся, налаштуйте усе за бажанням та отримуйте оновлення за мірою їхньої появи. Маєте профіль? Увійти » Закрити Двостороннє (надсилання та отримання) на короткі номери: Країна Код Для користувачів США 40404 (будь-які) Канада 21212 (будь-які) Велика Британія 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Бразилія 40404 Nextel, TIM Гаїті 40404 Digicel, Voila Ірландія 51210 Vodafone, O2 Індія 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Індонезія 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Італія 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » Дивитись короткі SMS номери для інших країн. Закрити Підтвердження)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8108,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 7, May/June 2005 Literary link—Port Moody Secondary School reaches out by Michael Gould Port Moody Secondary School (PMSS) is dedicated to international mindedness. And at home, too, PMSS is committed to community mindedness. Recently, the students in Wendy Hawkin’s Writing 12 class reached out and collaborated with students in Moody Elementary School (MES), creating personalized fictional books for 30 Grade 4 and 5 MES leadership students. At MES, the air was charged. Smiles beamed. Pride shone. As the PMSS students entered the elementary school, you could hear, "The secondaries are here!" The MES leadership students unwrapped beautifully illustrated and well-written books, created especially for them. The stories represented the pride of the young writers and the joy of their little buddies—the stars of the show. The elementary students sat next to the high school students and shared the moment. For many students and parents, reading with children is a proud daily ritual. But this was something special. The smiles, laughter, and bright eyes were evidence that the PMSS students had made an important connection with kids. The project provided an opportunity for literacy beyond the classroom. It demonstrated the positive impact we have on children. In less than three weeks, the project had gone from outline to presentation. The writers interviewed the students and created a story based on the interests and backgrounds of their elementary buddies. The writers could create their own artwork or collaborate with the Art 12 students. The shared efforts did not stop at the writing and art departments. Of the 30 elementary students, two students with special needs could not read. The writers sought support from the special education department at PMSS. The writers wrote the text for the story and submitted the stories to the special education department, where they were translated into pictures. Thus the two students had books that they could read—not words, but symbols. Interviews with students and staff at PMSS and MES revealed passionate insights into the project, the struggles and achievements for the writers, and the demonstration of social responsibility through partnerships between secondary, middle, and elementary-school students. Hawkin said that she likes to do something new and creative every year for her Writing 12 class. Last year, her students wrote and directed a play, which the Drama 9 class performed. And this year, she came up with a project that involved MES. "Wendy really is a specialist in this area [cross-curricular development]," said Karen Jensen, PMSS principal. Hawkin stated, "This project allowed the younger and the older kids to get together and share over literature. There was a sense of magic and timelessness to this project." But little did she know that this immediate deadline was going to be difficult for her and the writers. Hawkin said, "Within three weeks, we had to sell the idea to MES. MES had to send out and have all of the participation forms returned (a feat that is not as easy it seems). I had to prepare the writers for interviewing the students. The writers interviewed their students, wrote drafts, created artwork, completed the final draft ready for publishing, and published the books. And to add more pressure, with 24 writers, some students had to team up to create more than one book." Given this tight deadline, when asked about any fears that the students had, Hawkin said, "The students really jumped in there." One of the difficulties that the writers faced was matching the writing to the audience. The PMSS students’ regular reading audience is adult. Now, they had to write for ten-year-olds. Hawkin said that some of the apprehensions stemmed from competition. One of Hawkin’s writers related, "My student is reading Harry Potter! How am I going to compete with Harry Potter?" Another student stated, "Magic? I don’t know anything about magic!" Given the intense time pressure and fear of the unknown, "the writers rose to the challenge and did an incredible job!" responded Hawkin. When asked if she thought any of the stories could become published works, Hawkin responded, "Certainly. I can think of at least two stories with which one could approach a publisher." "Writing for an audience makes it more real. And the motivation comes not from letter grades, but from pride." stated Hawkin. Danielle MacDonald, one of the writers, echoed the sentiment: "I could be inventive and I had a chance to write for enjoyment. I didn’t think about it as ‘doing it for marks,’ even though it actually was for marks." Danielle also enjoyed writing for someone other than a teacher. Another writer, Max Greenall, liked handing the book to his buddy. "They [the MES leadership students] looked really excited. It seemed like a second recess for them. They enjoyed the extra attention," responded Greenall. Renee Bellefeuille, another writer, when asked what she enjoyed about the experience, said, "They [the MES leadership students] view literature as entertainment and do not critique and analyze it for logic." MacDonald said, "It was more than the book—it was about playing with the children. People do not realize how younger kids appreciate you just being there, and for that hour, you are their hero; you are new!" John Andrews, the principal at MES, supports the partnerships between his elementary school and Moody Middle School (MMS) and PMSS. When asked about the importance of building partnerships among the three levels of schools, Andrews replied, "The Coquitlam School District makes the transition for the students from elementary to middle school to high school seamless." Andrews added, "We have worked much in the past with both MMS and PMSS students. For instance, Grade 9 PMSS students came and dramatized fairy tales. Also, six PMSS students regularly lead 60 elementary students in aerobics, hip-hop, and dance. PMSS students lead activities for our annual sports day. Plus, MMS students lead camp activities for our kids." Andrews feels that the interactions are especially meaningful to the elementary students. "When elementary students walk down the street and see a student from the middle school or the high school, they get excited—’I know her; she teaches us aerobics!’ " Andrews said. Andrews saw the writing project as an opportunity for his leadership class to receive some well-deserved attention. The leadership class, Grade 4 and 5 students, performs a vital role at MES. The students act as classroom monitors, lead younger students in activities, assist primary grades in art projects, and help in the office and in the library. "Now, it is the leadership students’ turn for someone to do something for them," stated Andrews. When asked what she liked about the experience, Allyson Staddon, a Grade 4 student at MES, responded: "It was cool that we got a book dedicated to us. At our school, we have little buddies, and it is nice to have big buddies." When asked what he was most proud of, Andrews responded, "I am most proud of the fact that the students with special needs could participate, that our students returned the parental forms so quickly, and of the passion that the PMSS students put into this effort. I am proud of the whole experience. Everyone came together—teamwork!" This writing project reflects aspects of social responsibility in the students’ books—"teachers creating relevant activities for learning in the classroom and students focussing on community mindedness for others," said Jensen. It offered an opportunity to bring students of different levels together, share literature, and make a lasting impression. This PMSS Writing 12 activity is an extension of the course work in the classroom, reaching out to the community and making a difference in someone’s life. Michael Gould is a teacher on call, Coquitlam.   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7912&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 4, January/February 2005 The problems behind the Fraser Institute awards Many media outlets have carried news that five Vancouver public schools (Magee, King George, Kitsilano, Byng, and U-Hill) have refused a nomination for an award from the Fraser Institute. Alex Grant, principal of Magee, sent a polite note declining the nomination and stating he had little confidence in the institute’s "ability to conduct a meaningful assessment." Peter Cowley, the institute’s director of school performance studies, asked for clarification. Here is Alex’s response. Dear Mr. Cowley, It was not my intent to enter into a debate regarding your awards program; however, I would be pleased to have Magee recognized for excellence in any aspect of our school program, including academic excellence, if the assessment of excellence was credible. Your Report Card on Secondary Schools purports to rate and rank schools, yet it ignores entire dimensions of student performance. My criticism of the Fraser Institute ratings is not based solely on the fact that areas such as Music, Art, Drama, Business Education, Physical Education, Special Education, and Technical Studies are completely ignored; I object to the manipulation of a limited data set to produce a rank ordering of schools from 1 to 279 as though such a feat had meaning or validity. One of the more obvious shortcomings of your data analysis is evident in your rationale for including a rating according to the number of provincially examinable courses taken per student. It is simplistic in the extreme to suggest that, "for most students a decision to take advantage of these courses is a good one and a school that is successful in encouraging students to take these courses shows that it offers practical, well-informed counselling." This is analogous to ranking diets on the basis of their recommended intake of protein; since protein is essential for a healthy diet, those that recommend the greatest daily intake of protein (regardless of age, sex, weight, medical condition, etc.) must be the healthiest! A hallmark of practical, well-informed counselling is the tailoring of advice to the individual’s talents, interests, and aspirations. Among those students who plan to attend university, three to five provincially examinable courses may be required for admission to a range of programs, although certain specialized programs require or recommend some Grade 12 level courses that are not provincially examinable. Once admission requirements are met, there is no compelling argument for assigning value to a provincially examinable course and no value to a non-examinable course. If Magee students stopped enrolling in Music courses and switched to provincially examinable courses (even if those courses were neither of interest to the students nor required for their post-secondary plans), then Magee’s ranking on this indicator would go up. This is not evidence of a well-considered indicator. Each of the eight indicators you have chosen has some surface validity; however, by limiting your assessment to those indicators that are easily reduced to a number (and then forcing a rating of 0 to 10 for each, coupled with some dubious statistical methods, including calculating an average examination percentage from a set of weighted mean scores on a diverse set of examinations), you have missed most of what really matters in schools. The main reason that you have no competition in the business of ranking schools is that those who understand schools also understand how complex, contextual, subjective, and in the end, how meaningless an exercise it is. You ask for suggestions regarding output measures for music and/or art. Your question betrays the flaw at the heart of your ranking/rating system—if it cannot be easily measured or reduced to a number, it will not fit into your system. I do not mean to suggest that it is not possible to distinguish between music or art programs of greater or lesser quality; rather, it is possible but not simple. After spending a bit of time considering how one might rate or compare a choral jazz program to a classical strings program it is quite natural to question just what is gained and what is lost by reducing an entire school to a number that is reported to one decimal place. I note that you have plans to include participation in inter-school sports teams as a new indicator in future ratings. Again, you may be taking something with surface validity and reducing it to a meaningless number by ignoring contextual issues such as: Are staff members required by contract to coach or sponsor teams? Are students required to sign up for one or more sports? Is there a strong community-based league in competition with schools for the athletes’ time? Does the school have a strong intramural program? To what extent do climate, community facilities, cultural, and socio-economic factors limit or encourage participation? If some participation is good, is more necessarily better? In summation, the best suggestion I can offer in regard to improving your Report Card (short of eliminating it) is to stop amalgamating disparate types of data to produce a single rating/ranking for schools. It would be more honest to report average examination scores by subject and weight each of them according to participation rates. The disaggregated data are much more meaningful and provide a clearer picture of student performance. It would also help to clarify that you are not actually rating schools (they are far too complex for your limited data set to capture), you are rating student performance on provincial examinations. Alex Grant, principal, Magee Secondary School, Vancouver.)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/03/what-is-this-strike-about-moving-letter.html?showComment=1331193934831,Staffroom Confidential: What is this strike about? A moving letter from a Saanich teacher Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, March 6, 2012 What is this strike about? A moving letter from a Saanich teacher I would like to thank you, Mr. Abbott. My wife and I have just had an excellent discussion with our daughters about power, and about the importance of checks and balances in a society. Sophie and Rachel are 12 and 10. They were very confused about why the government was allowed to make rules such as fining teachers $475 a day or $2500 a day for going on strike. We explained that our government is elected to make decisions on our behalf, and that we trust that they will make good and considered decisions. But what if we don’t agree with their decisions, they wondered. We explained that there is time to debate these decisions before they are made, and that everybody is allowed to write letters, or protest if they disagree. We explained that the media is meant to also provide some balance, by asking difficult and challenging questions. But they are saying that if you protest their decision, they will fine you, they replied. We had no answer. Why do they hate teachers, one of them asked. I still had no answer. ---------- I could have been a lawyer. I scored in the 98th percentile of the LSAT and was accepted to Queen’s Law School, offered a scholarship to a Law School in the northeastern US. I chose instead to defer my decision, and be a tutor/coach/residence don/in-house TOC at my old high school for a couple of years. This was a private boarding school in Ontario. I loved it. I loved being able to explain concepts in math to kids, and to see the “light go on”. I loved sharing my passion for math, for soccer, for hockey, for philosophy, for poetry, and for musical theater with kids. I never considered going back to law after those two years. After completing my teacher training at UVic, I did my practicum in Saanich. I hadn’t realized until then what a sheltered teaching existence I had at the boarding school, with well-to-do kids brought up with every advantage (the type of kids to whom Mr. Abbott recently referred as “the smart kids”, I believe). In the public school system in Saanich, I learned humility. I learned how to be a better teacher, how to teach the whole child, and not just the mind. I taught classes that not only had some of Mr. Abbott’s advantaged “smart kids”, but other kids who were often equally smart and capable if not more, but who faced challenges the others didn’t: broken homes, poverty issues, learning disabilities, to name only a few. These classes were challenging because the kids’ needs were so varied. Some kids could be turned on by ideas alone; others needed to be convinced of the value of learning, to place education in context; some just needed breakfast. And yet, at the time I started teaching in Saanich, I considered myself fortunate because we had a locally arranged agreement about how many kids could be in a secondary English class. (I taught English at the time). The number was 27 – unless you had a student who had an acknowledged special need, such as dyslexia, or visual impairment, for example, that would require a significant amount of adjustment to practice or extra preparation. For each of these students, the number would drop by one. If there were 6 “special needs” students in your English 11, the maximum number of kids would be 21. Trust me, this would still be a challenging class in terms of composition, but the system worked. It was so important to teachers, my older colleagues told me, that teachers took less in salary improvements at the time in order to secure these contract provisions. Silly me for thinking that contracts were something sacrosanct in Canadian law. When I started my first continuing contract at Claremont Secondary in 2000, we had an enrolment not very different from our enrolment today. When I started at Claremont, it was not unusual for the more challenging classes, such as Essentials of Math 10 or Communications 11 to have 12-15 students, because that’s what those kids needed to be successful. When I started at Claremont, there were two librarians – one for every 550 kids. When I started at Claremont there was a staff of 85-90, with plenty of teachers in the building to comfortably take on all the extra-curriculars that make schools, as the Saanich motto goes, “great places to learn, safe places to be” Today at Claremont, a class with less than 23-24 students does not run. This legislation before you will only make that number increase, I assure you, and it is not what kids need. Today at Claremont there is 3/4 of a librarian – which translates to one for every 1475 kids. Today at Claremont there is a staff of 65-70. This group which now numbers 20 fewer than when I started 12 years ago, has been attempting to keep up all the things that make our school great – outstanding academics, including extra-curricular offerings such as the dozens of math contests I sponsor and organize every year, an incredible sports program, an enviable fine arts program, numerous volunteer organizations that enrich our school community and the community at large. So far, we have managed, but we have each had to take up the slack now for too long. We are at the breaking point, and I promise you – this legislation already threatens to push us over the edge. Surely this government is not deaf to the teachers from around the province who are saying enough… Enough: we have devoted our lives to a profession that we knew all along would not make us rich, but we did it because we believed that if it would help just one disadvantaged kid, it was worth it. Enough: we believed in it so much, that we traded even the most meager of raises, time and time again, in order to gain better classroom conditions for our students. Enough: we tried our absolute best to play within the rules, when government after government stripped away those conditions that we bought with our own salaries, even when the Supreme Court ruled that those government actions were illegal. Enough: we have tried to hold our heads high, when we are vilified in the press as lazy and greedy, when nothing – NOTHING -- could be further from the truth. Enough: we have devoted countless hours to volleyball, to musical theatre, to poetry readings, to charity work, to rugby, to yearbook clubs, to student’s councils, to tutoring before school from 7am, to tutoring after school until 6pm or longer, to tutoring kids by email on the weekends, and, AND! to our own Professional Development, whether that occurs on a Pro-D day or on our own time – Yes, Mr. Abbott, we actually do Pro-D. In short, we have devoted countless hours to the children and families of this province, and the thanks we get is one more veiled legislated slap in the face? Now, I’m not so out of touch that I don’t realize that as a teacher at the top of the scale, I’m fairly comfortable. Sure it irks me that all of you folks in the legislature have received pay raises in the last ten years far beyond what I have received over the same period – pay raises which you are allowed to vote for yourselves. Not that I would dare suggest that you don’t deserve it – I don’t envy your jobs in the least. But even despite this glaring double-standard, I would have begrudgingly accepted no raise, if it were that alone. It is not the extending of the current contract in this legislation that has me upset. I am insulted. I am insulted that you have the temerity to suggest that this legislation represents mediation in any true sense of the word. Your use of legislation to enforce mediation, but then dictate the terms of the mediation is nothing short of bullying. How ironic that there was an anti-bullying flashmob on the lawn of the legislature the day this bill was introduced. To my mind, you have brought disrepute onto yourselves and the institution you represent. I was trying to defend the institution of our provincial government to my children tonight, suggesting that it rested on a foundation of elected officials acting in a dispassionate way for the benefit of all. I couldn’t. I am shocked. I shouldn’t be, given everything that has happened in the last 10 years, but I’m shocked. I am shocked – no, enraged – that you would enact legislation that essentially attacks my freedom to associate; legislation that, quite frankly, probably runs counter to the Charter of Rights and Freedoms, even though your government’s last Bill of this sort was deemed illegal by the Supreme Court; legislation that does not “put families first” but which threatens families – no, puts a gun to their heads – and says to them: “we will bankrupt you if you have the gall to disagree with us or stand up for your rights”. Lastly, I am disappointed, and if I’m to be honest, I am defeated and demoralized. And I know I’m not alone. And that’s what you wanted, wasn’t it? You don’t want an improved public education system. I would love to challenge you, to defy you, sir, to say otherwise, to come to Claremont and convince me in person that this legislation will improve the public education system in BC, that it will improve the lives of children and their families across this province, by demoralizing and insulting teachers like me, by forcing a foregone, supposedly “mediated” conclusion down our throats. Sadly, you tell these lies every day, and so my challenge is useless. It is a sad day for me, and a sad day for BC. I love my job, I love the kids at Claremont, and I love Victoria, but today I really and truly thought it might be time to find a teaching job back in Ontario. You may say good riddance – we can find someone cheaper than you to do the same job. But I dare you to say that to my students. That is a challenge that perhaps I could make. ------------- My oldest daughter has been reading Animal Farm at school. (Maybe I shouldn’t tell you this – you will think that it is another reason to bring down the public school system…) After our discussion earlier tonight – and believe me when I say I did my utmost best to withhold the vitriol that must be obvious by now that I hold inside – after our family discussion my oldest daughter paused and, honest to God, said something like: “ Dad, the government are kind of like the pigs on the farm, aren’t they…? Once they get to make the rules, they kind of twist things so that they always go their way”. So, I want to thank you, Mr. Abbott. You made me so proud of my daughter tonight that I want to cry. Mark Skanks Claremont Secondary School Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 5:39 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 21 comments: AllyMarch 6, 2012 at 8:43 PM Extremely well put! Please tell me you have send this to Mr. Abbott??? When will the "pigs" listen?ReplyDelete Ms. HendraMarch 6, 2012 at 9:18 PM I love this letter. I have shared it with many people, and just sent it to a friend who is the Math Department Head in Chilliwack, and a Claremont grad, too. Thanks to Mark for such a well-written letter. TannisReplyDelete 30daysofautismMarch 6, 2012 at 9:37 PM This is fabulous!! Thank you!ReplyDelete AmandaMarch 6, 2012 at 10:46 PM Credit should be given to Mark Skanks as author of this letter.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeMarch 7, 2012 at 8:51 AM I did not originally include Mark's name because I hadn't asked his permission to do so. Since the cat is out of the bag anyway, I will add it now.Delete Ms. OhanaMarch 7, 2012 at 10:23 PM your challenge is not useless, they just want us to think it is... but the very fact that they have to address us and our challenges means they hear us loud and clear.... at the end of the day.. remember you still have your vote.... make it hurt the same way they've hurt usDelete Reply SDMURPHY3March 6, 2012 at 11:22 PM Thank you for putting into words how I feel about the future of education in this Province. I moved my family here from Quebec to avoid the French controversy and give my children a better chance. I am very proud to say my daughter is an excellent teacher, but she like many of you good ones is thinking of moving on. I guarantee you if they pass Bill 22 I will vote anything but Liberal in 2013. Your daugther, God bless her, is absolutely right.ReplyDelete SabrinaBaileyMarch 6, 2012 at 11:53 PM Mark, I would not be where I am today if you hadn't taken me on as a practicum student. I watched you pour your heart and soul into your students - and me. Please do not leave, the kids at Claremont need you! The government should be the ones who buckle, not us. I am teaching 2 classes of 30 for "Essentials Math 10" (AW 10) and I cannot believe how much class sizes have exploded, even in the short time between my own high school years and my teaching career. I logistically cannot give my students the help they need in the time I have, and it is ludicrous to believe such a short time ago they would literally have had twice the amount of time per person, per day (assuming a class size under 15). I had a student drop out of school last week due to lack of attendance due to giving up, which I would like to argue is largely due to being pushed through a broken system for so long. Behind that child I have a long list of kids at risk to do the same... is this the kind of future our government has in store for our kids? Every kid who is withdrawn from my school breaks my heart because I know their educational system (not their teachers) has let them down. Sabrina Bailey North Peace SecondaryReplyDelete UnknownMarch 7, 2012 at 8:23 AM Thank you so much for this eloquent letter, Mark. I've sent it to my MLA because we have the same issues in Chilliwack and the rest of the province. Jody Raabe Mount Slesse Middle School, SD33ReplyDelete EleanaMarch 7, 2012 at 7:34 PM Thank-you for your passionate words... I will be sharing them with my colleagues. Eleana P. Citadel Middle School, SD43ReplyDelete lrnalotMarch 8, 2012 at 12:05 AM In sum, the short term gains touted by proponents of Bill 22 will result in even more disenfranchised youth, deeper and longer lasting negativity toward the Liberal Government and Politics in general, and more teachers applying for disability or leaving BC outright. Thanks for speaking so eloquently to these important issues.ReplyDelete Richard AustenMarch 8, 2012 at 2:06 AM I am also a BC teacher - now teaching in Hong Kong. I have floated the idea on facebook a few times but I will say it here. The government's tactic of the fines is to essentially stop a teacher walk-out. Strikes are illegal. The way to circumvent this action by the government is to organize teachers to hand in their resignations "en masse" including all TOCs (for which I was one). I'll grant you this is somewhat dangerous high stakes game to play - but it is one that must be played if Bill 22 goes through as that bill is a union busting bill anyway. The government can't fine someone who quits their job. We'll call it the "organization" rather than the BCTF and if government wants teachers back they'll have to talk to the BCTF - err "the Organization." It takes something along this drastic action to save the teaching union in BC because I can tell you something right now - the government does not care the least bit about these letters - they don't care about marches in Victoria - The Liberals are sitting back and laughing that they just saved three days of salaries and heating bills for all the schools. Their voters (which is the majority) support crushing the Teaching union despite all the chatter we see on facebook and other social media - we may get support from those friends but those ore OUR friends who arguably ore of similar mindedness on issues like this. I suspect the vast majority of Liberal voters want the Union to die. So it's time to stop the letter and the appeals to the liberal "heart of gold" and realize that that heart is ice. It's not the time to send in the BCTF Poodle to fight the Liberal T-REX - it's time to play some serious hardball - 40,000 teachers resign - effective the day after Spring Break ends. You want the teachers back - you hire them all back under the BCTF union (ie as if there was no resignation).ReplyDelete Replies AlexMarch 9, 2012 at 11:08 AM This is called (or is similar to) 'work-to-rule' (which I believe is what's been done so far...) Yes. It is worth this.Delete Reply RommelMarch 8, 2012 at 11:36 AM Hi, I found this blog once, then lost it. Took me forever to come back and find it. I wanted to see what comments you got. Nice blog by the way.I must take this opportunity to write to you from my heart.I Really enjoyed your blog.I have never read such a wonderful article. Resignation Letter ReplyDelete alientoinquirytooMarch 8, 2012 at 9:18 PM Dear Tara Ehrcke, You have stolen the words and ideas from my mouth! I could not have put it any better and I am the first one to sign up for your letter writing campaign. I have thought for a long time that our only recourse is to resign en-masse or all take stress leaves at the same time, either way there is no way that they win! Thank you for this... Andre KozakReplyDelete Replies alientoinquirytooMarch 8, 2012 at 9:26 PM I guess I should thank Tara for posting this and Mark for the writing and Richard for the ultimate solution! Thanks...Delete Reply alyxpottsMarch 9, 2012 at 7:59 AM "You may say good riddance – we can find someone cheaper than you to do the same job. But I dare you to say that to my students. That is a challenge that perhaps I could make." I had Mr.Skanks for math last year and he's amazing. So I think if you said those things to us "the students" we'd have a lot of kind words about Mr.Skanks and his teaching abilities/wisdom. And quite the opposite of "kind words" for you putting him and all our other teachers through all this.ReplyDelete AlexMarch 9, 2012 at 11:07 AM Brilliant letter! Well put! Passing it on!ReplyDelete Mrs.BMarch 12, 2012 at 9:50 AM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Mrs.BMarch 12, 2012 at 9:51 AM THANK YOU! Well said - I will be sharing this with colleagues in Burnaby & Surrey. Avril Broekhuizen Chilliwack Secondary, SD33ReplyDelete Mrs. D. ThiesenMarch 12, 2012 at 9:59 PM I've shared this on twitter. I was a top university student as well and encouraged to go into medicine but chose teaching...I love teaching, but did I make a mistake? I'm so insulted.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ▼  March (12) Bill 22 and Class Size/Class Composition BC Liberals: You reap what you sow... From public to private: a subtle path What is this dispute about? Putting equity last, a... Walk out pamphlet - arguments for full withdrawal ... Teachers debate a response to Bill 22 Lessons from the US - when unions don't strike to ... Lessons from history - legislation and illegal str... How do teachers defeat Bill 22? Critical thinking and Bill 22 - A teacher rebuts G... What is this strike about? A moving letter from a ... Public education - Christy: it's about equality ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media jthornthwaite last tweet "Please join me in recognizing the vital work foster families do for B.C. kids http://t.co/bdYy1yh9Jc #FosterFamilyMonth #northvan #bcpoli" @jthornthwaite - 10:56pm Follow @jthornthwaite BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141007,play.google.com,https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.huffingtonpost.android&hl=sv,Huffington Post - Android-appar på Google Play Sök Bilder Maps Play YouTube Nyheter Gmail Drive Mer Kalender Översätt Mobile Wallet Blogger Foton Videor Ännu mer » Account Options Logga in Appar Mina appar Butik Spel Redaktionens val Film och TV Mina filmer och tv-program Butik Filmer Tv Studior Nätverk Musik Min musik Butik Böcker Mina böcker Butik Läroböcker Tidningskiosk Min tidningskiosk Butik Enheter Butik Butik Min aktivitet på Play Min önskelista Lös in Köp presentkort Fyll på saldo på Google Play Kategorier Anpassning Bibliotek och demo Böcker och referensmaterial Ekonomi Fotografi Företag Hälsa och fitness Kommunikation Levande bakgrund Livsstil Media och video Musik och ljud Nyheter och tidskrifter Produktivitet Resa och lokalt Serietidningar Shopping Sjukvård Socialt Sport Transportmedel Underhållning Utbildning Verktyg Väder Widgetar Spel Action Arkadspel Brädspel Diverse Familjefilm Frågesport Kasino Kort Musik Ordspel Pussel Racing Rollspel Simulator Sportspel Strategi Utbildning Äventyr Startsida Topplistor Nyheter Mina beställningar Inställningar Android Enhetsadministratör Huffington Post HuffingtonPost.com - 1 oktober 2014 Nyheter och tidskrifter 1 Installera Lägg till på önskelistan Lägger till ... Har lagts till på önskelistan Ta bort Tar bort ... Läser in enhetskompatibilitet ... (20 440) Vill du översätta beskrivningen till Svenska med Google Översätt? Översätt beskrivningen tillbaka till Engelska. Översätt Beskrivning Featuring real-time updates from HuffPost's Pulitzer-prize winning newsroom, the app lets your voice be heard by commenting on articles, and sharing your favorite stories and opinion pieces with friends, family, and coworkers in your social networks. The new "universal" version of the app supports multiple devices -- including phones, and 7-inch and 10-inch tablets, both with grid and list layouts -- and also offers a unique "night mode" feature. You can also download stories for offline reading – no connections needed. And it’s global – our app connects you with the best from our international editions, including the UK, Canada, France, Germany, Spain, Italy, Japan, Brazil, and South Korea. Med realtidsuppdateringar från HuffPost s Pulitzer-prisvinnande newsroom, låter appen din röst hörd genom att kommentera artiklar och dela dina favorit berättelser och debattartiklar med vänner, familj och arbetskamrater i dina sociala nätverk. Den nya "universella"-versionen av appen har stöd för flera enheter - inklusive telefoner, och 7-tums och 10-tums tabletter, både med rutnät och list layouter - och erbjuder även en unik "nattläge"-funktionen. Du kan också ladda ner berättelser för offline läsning - inga anslutningar behövs. Och det är global - vår app ansluter dig med det bästa från våra internationella upplagor, inklusive Storbritannien, Kanada, Frankrike, Tyskland, Spanien, Italien, Japan, Brasilien och Sydkorea. Läs mer Du måste installera appen innan du skickar in en recension. Nu används Google+ för recensioner i Google Play så att det blir lättare att se vad personer du känner tycker. Nya recensioner länkas offentligt till din profil på Google+. På gamla recensioner visas En Google-användare i stället för ditt namn. Registrera dig för Google+ Nu används Google+ för recensioner i Google Play så att det blir lättare att se vad personer du känner tycker. Nya recensioner länkas offentligt till din profil på Google+. På gamla recensioner visas En Google-användare i stället för ditt namn. Fortsätt Skriv en recension Skicka recensionen Min recension Recension av Recensioner Mest användbar Senaste Betyg Mest användbar Skriv en recension 3,8 Totalt 20 440 5 8 981 4 5 246 3 2 167 2 1 278 1 2 734 Oscar Flodin This is one of the best apps I have. En av Googles användare Kraschar kraschar o kraschar Appen laddar och sedan öppnas webbläsaren med följande adress: http://__no_matching_ad__/ En av Googles användare Install! Great journalism. En av Googles användare Kan inte flyttas till SD-kortet. En av Googles användare Wy is this app start by it Levent Yildirim Great app! I like this app however I can't seem to access the blogs that can be read on the website. Recensioner från användare Oscar Flodin 11 augusti 2013 This is one of the best apps I have. Hela recensionen En av Googles användare 16 december 2011 Kraschar kraschar o kraschar Appen laddar och sedan öppnas webbläsaren med följande adress: http://__no_matching_ad__/ Hela recensionen En av Googles användare 11 oktober 2011 Install! Great journalism. Hela recensionen En av Googles användare 28 juni 2011 Kan inte flyttas till SD-kortet. Hela recensionen En av Googles användare 19 november 2010 Wy is this app start by it Hela recensionen Levent Yildirim 4 november 2013 Great app! I like this app however I can't seem to access the blogs that can be read on the website. Hela recensionen Nyheter Expanded Notifications Läs mer Ytterligare information Uppdaterad 1 oktober 2014 Storlek Beror på enheten Installationer 1 000 000–5 000 000 Aktuell version Beror på enheten Kräver Android Beror på enheten Innehållsrankning Medelhög åldersgräns Behörigheter Visa information Rapportera Flagga som olämpligt Erbjudandet kommer från HuffingtonPost.com Utvecklare Besök webbplatsen E-post android@huffingtonpost.com Sekretesspolicy Liknande BBC News BBC Worldwide (Ltd) 1 Utan kostnad Get the latest world and regional news from the BBC’s global network of more than 2000 journalists. From breaking news, to business, entertainment, technology, the arts and sport, all divided into clear sections, this free app lets you watch video reports, listen to live radio and read the latest updates wherever you are. Key features:  • All the latest news as it happens  • Watch or listen to the latest news headlines  • Opt in for breaking news push notifications  • Download the latest stories when you have a signal and then read them offline at your leisure  • Share stories to a range of social networks, or email/SMS to a friend  • Personalise the home screen by adding, removing and re-ordering news categories to suit your preferences  • Listen live to BBC World Service radio  • Home screen widgets to keep you up to date  • Settings to allow the app to automatically update in the background  • Set text size to suit your preferences  • Ability to send stories, video, and photos directly to the BBC News team  • Full range of News categories: Top stories, US & Canada, Europe, Latin America, Asia, Middle East, Africa, UK, Technology, Business, Features & Analysis, Science & Environment, Entertainment & Arts, Health, Also In The News, Sport  • Ability to store the app on the SD card. Widgets will not be available if you choose to use this function. This is a feature of the Android system. *Currently unavailable for devices running 2.2 and below. We are working on a fix and this will be available soon. Version 2.4.4:  • Push notifications for big breaking news stories  • Landscape support for all devices  • Various bug fixes including an issue that occasionally caused duplicate push notifications. If you choose to receive push notifications, a unique identifier relating to your device will be stored by ProcessOne on behalf of the BBC to provide you with the service. No other personal data relating to you (such as a username or email address) is processed. The BBC will keep your information secure and not share it with anyone else in accordance with the BBC’s Privacy and Cookies Policy, available at http://www.bbc.co.uk/privacy/ You can choose to unsubscribe from push notifications in the app’s settings screen. Permissions:  • INTERNET: Used to get the latest news content from the BBC  • ACCESS_NETWORK_STATE: Used to determine whether you are on 3G or WiFi to deliver the best quality content  • WAKE_LOCK: Used if you enable background updates in settings  • GET_ACCOUNTS: Used to determine if your device is capable of receiving Push messages  • C2D_RECEIVE/C2D_MESSAGE: Used to receive Push messages if you opt in 1 Utan kostnad CNN Breaking US & World News CNN 1 Utan kostnad CNN connects you to the world -- wherever you are. The redesigned CNN App for Android has been rebuilt and redesigned for use on both your phone and tablet. Stay informed with the latest headlines and original stories from around the globe. Follow up-to-the-minute reporting with breaking news alerts and live video. Share stories and videos and comment on top stories. •Get breaking news alerts and follow stories as they develop. •Go beyond the surface with international, politics, opinion, tech and entertainment stories and more. •Watch video clips and coverage of live events as they unfold. View your favorite CNN shows live (as available, check with your cable, satellite or telecommunications provider). •Contribute a story or opinion to CNN iReport by uploading photos and video directly from your app. Follow other iReporters and see stories from their points of view. •Access your local weather information, including current and extended forecasts. •Browse photo galleries related to today’s news. •Sync your Samsung Galaxy Gear to your CNN app and receive breaking news and top stories on your wearable device (available on select Android phones). The CNN App may ask your permission to access certain functions on your device such as location, network connection, camera and social media accounts. Doing so can enhance some features of your app such as weather forecasts, iReport submissions and ability to share stories with your social networks. The CNN App may also ask your permission for “phone calls” to allow you to call CNN regarding story ideas or general feedback. CNN respects your privacy and would never misuse your personal information. Have questions or feedback on the CNN App? E-mail us at Android@cnn.com. We are always looking for suggestions on how to provide the best experience possible for you. 1 Utan kostnad USA TODAY USA TODAY 1 Utan kostnad The nation’s news from USA TODAY is accessible 24/7 on your Android phone or tablet. Staying informed has never been this quick, easy or enjoyable. Headlines - Browse the latest headlines in our News, Sports, Life, Money, Tech, Travel and Opinion sections. Stories are updated 24/7 and can be shared via e-mail, Twitter, Facebook or any sharing app you download on your device. Scores - Check out the latest sports scores for the NFL, MLB, NBA, NHL, MLS, college football and college basketball. Weather - Get current conditions, forecasts, and radar maps, and save them for up to ten locations. Photos - Enjoy beautiful photo galleries, including the Day in Pictures, Day in Sports, and Day in Celebrities—you can flip through the day's best photos or play them back as a slideshow and share your favorites with friends. We’ve also added the Editorial Cartoon gallery to the Opinion section. Snapshots - Check out our signature Snapshots in News, Money, Sports, and Life, and vote to see Quick Question results in each one. Offline Reading - Save and read USA TODAY content offline, even when you don't have a connection. *NEW for Android 2.3+ Users: Customized Alerts - Get Breaking News alerts and alerts from USA TODAY sections including News, Sports, Life, Money, or Tech. Choose up to six categories and know more about everything as it happens. *NEW for Android 2.3+ Users: Quiet Time - Set times when an alert won’t initiate a light, sound, or vibration on your device. 1 Utan kostnad Googles nyheter och väder Google Inc. 1 Utan kostnad En omfattande och anpassad rubrikvy med huvudnyheter, lokala nyheter och väder. • Över 65 000 publikationer • Dra med fingret för smidig tillgång till olika kategorier, t.ex. Huvudnyheter, Teknik, Sport och Väder • Justera din layout med någon av 60 landsspecifika upplagor, startskärmswidgetar och anpassade nyhetsavsnitt, till exempel Hollywood, NASA, mode eller något annat du är intresserad av • Tryck på en artikel om du vill visa flera utgångspunkter kring ett ämne, inklusive djupgående artiklar, åsikter och lokala perspektiv 1 Utan kostnad NYTimes - Breaking News The New York Times Company 1 Utan kostnad Introducing The New York Times Android app. Experience The New York Times’s award-winning journalism. Get the latest news, elegantly presented with enhanced imagery, multimedia and streamlined navigation. Stay informed on world news, national news, business, the arts, technology, style, sports, food, travel, opinions and more. The New York Times app also includes our International Edition with breaking news, world news, current events and cultural content from our 50 newspaper bureaus around the globe. Named Editors’ Choice as one of the top apps on Google Play, The New York Times app connects you to your favorite newspaper anywhere you are, anytime you want to read it. We’re breaking news, world news and national news in your pocket. Download the NYTimes Android app for FREE today, and subscribe to receive your first 14 days at no cost. All users can access up to 10 free articles per month, from any section. App Features: • Watch exclusive videos and browse our award-winning photography • Breaking news alerts — be the first to know about current events as soon as they occur • Get the latest news in less time with automatic background refresh • Save NYT articles to revisit later on any device (web, phone, tablet) • Customize your news experience with home screen widgets • Share The Times’s articles, photos and videos through Facebook, Twitter, email and SMS • Sit back and have the latest NYT news read to you aloud with text to speech • Read more comfortably in low-light with “night mode" • Miss recent world news or national news? Quickly search by topic, name or interest • Join the conversations — view and write comments on articles, or use speech-to-text to “speak in” comments • Get a daily photo preview of the day’s top stories in the Android notification area • Have a Samsung Style Pen (S Pen)? Annotate articles and save your notes for future reference For unlimited access to our award-winning journalism, subscribe now and get your first 14 days free via Google Play.* Subscriptions are $14.99/month (Smartphone + Web), $19.99/month (Tablet + Web) and $34.99/month (All Digital Access includes tablet and smartphone apps). All subscriptions are auto-renewable. Feedback? Suggestions? Issues? Please contact our support team at android@nytimes.com. We’ll do our best to assist you. Your feedback is important to us. *Promotional offers for new subscribers only. Smartphone and tablet apps are not supported on all devices. Prices shown are in U.S. dollars, and local pricing is available in over 55 countries. Other restrictions apply. 1 Utan kostnad Fast News Pinenuts Android Developers 1 Utan kostnad Fast and lightweight mobile news feed reader for your country major newspapers! Supported countries are USA, UK, Ireland, India, Canada, Australia, Malaysia and many more. Choose, read and easily compare the most famous newspapers with your mobile free of charge and in the fastest way possible. All the headlines of major newspapers in the palm of your hand. If you want to stay up to date with what happens in your country and use as little time as possible, then this app is what you need! Fast News is a RSS Feed Reader but unlike other feature rich news readers, it will bring you directly to the news without wasting any time messing around with the user interface or news loading. It is the best app for the daily reader. This app is still in Beta state, please provide feedback! Fast News US version will show you the content of the public rss feeds from these major United States newspapers: * The New York Times * New York Daily News * USA Today * L.A. Times * Huffington Post * CNN * Washington Post * MSNBC * NPR * Reuters * NYPost * Newsday * Denver Post * Dallas Morning * ABC News * Fox News Latest * ESPN Sport News * The Daily Beast * Forbes * Salon * The Nation * Yahoo! News US * USA Reddit channel * Wall Street Journal For UK: * Daily Mail * Daily Mirror * Daily Star * BBC UK * Daily Telegraph * Reuters UK * Daily Express * Daily Record * The Guardian * The Independent * The Herald * The Conversation * Sky News * Huffington Post UK * UnitedKingdom Reddit * #UK #NEWS Twitter For India (various languages): * Dainik Jagran National * Dainik Bhaskar * Hindustan * Amar Ujala * Times Of India (TOI) * Jagran Post * Rajasthan Patrika * Mid-Day * Malayala Manorama * Prabhat Khabar * The Hindu * Deccan Chronicle * Hindustan Times * Mathrubhumi * Deccan Herald * NDTV News * Financial Chronicle * Lokmat * Dinakaran * RediffNews * Economic Times * Telegraph India * New Indian Express * Reddit India /r/india * #India #News Twitter For Ireland: * Irish Examiner * Irish Daily Star * Irish Independent * Irish Central * Herald * RTÉ * BreakingNews.ie For Canada (in English and French): * Toronto Star * The Globe and Mail * Le Journal de Montréal * La Presse * Montreal Gazette * The Vancouver Sun * The Toronto Sun * The Province * National Post * Calgary Herald * Winnipeg Free * Ottawa Citizen * Edmonton Journal * Chronicle Herald For Australia: * Australian Broadcasting Corporation (ABC) * Herald Sun * Courier-Mail * Sydney Morning Herald (SMH) * The West Australian * The Age * The Advertiser (Adelaide) * The Conversation * The Australian * Perth Now * SBS World News For Malaysia (In Malay, English and Chinese): * Borneo Post * The Sun Daily * Harian Metro * NewStraitsTimes * Free Malaysia Today * HarakahDaily * Oriental Daily * MalaysiaKini * Berita Harian * The Malaysian Insider If you want another newspaper to be included in the list, please send us an email. Features: * Very fast and lightweight newsreader * Immediate and simple to use * Optimized for low bandwidth usage and high download speed * Easy to compare an article between different newspapers * Choose only the newspapers you want and change their order * Front page of the most important newspapers in your country with all the currents news and stories about politics crimes gossip sport government taxes crisis economics finances * Many countries supported: United States of America, United Kingdom, Canada, Australia, Ireland, Malaysia, India, Germany, France, Italy, Netherlands, Spain, Mexico, Argentina, China, Taiwan, Belgium, Austria * Share the news with friends through mail, social networks, Facebook, Twitter, Whatsapp or any other app you have installed. * The best for the daily reader Disclaimer: This app is not affiliated nor related with any of the newspapers cited here. The content the app shows comes from publicly available RSS feeds from the newspapers which retains all copyrights and thus the app is not to be held responsible for any of the content displayed. 1 Utan kostnad Fox News FOX News Network, LLC 1 Utan kostnad Follow dynamic, real-time reporting from Fox News in the enhanced app for Android, rebuilt from the ground up. Get comprehensive coverage of the day’s hottest stories with Fox News alerts, Fair and Balanced headlines, live streaming video through Fox News Go, vibrant photo galleries, and the latest video clips from your favorite shows on demand! Video - With Fox News Go, 24/7 live Fox News Channel and Fox Business Network anytime, anywhere* - View streaming coverage of live events and exclusive programming available only online Multitasking - Browse the latest headlines while watching Fox News live coverage and clips on demand - Adjust the player size to you preference – go full screen by flipping your phone into landscape or shrink it down to audio only. Watch it your way Breaking News & Alerts - Subscribe to Fox News Alerts to follow breaking news as it happens - Keep an eye on the Breaking News Hub to stay up to date on a story as it unfolds Enhanced News Format - Articles now offer related content – view videos, slideshows, and lists for the news that matters to you Shows - View the latest videos from the #1 cable news shows and anchors on Fox News Channel - Connect with your favorite shows and news personalities on Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, and more directly from the app Please Note: - The Fox News 2.0 app is available for 4.0 and up - Saved articles and weather preferences will not transfer to version 2.0 - Users will need to re-enter credentials for their cable, satellite, and telco providers to watch Fox News Channel and Fox Business Network live - Fox News Radio has been removed from the app, download the Fox News Radio app on the Google Play to listen live * An authorized pay TV subscription is required in order to watch live FOX News Channel and FOX Business Network. 1 Utan kostnad NewsHunt : India News | eBooks Ver sé Innovation 1 Utan kostnad ★ Top 10 Consumer Mobile Apps in India - Nielsen Consumer Rankings ★ ★ Must Have App - Live Mint ★ ★ World Class app from Indian App Developer - Next Big What ★ ★ Winner GSMA Mobile Award for Best Mobile Publishing Product ★ ★ Winner mBillionth Award for News & Journalism ★ Join over 50 million people in India who love and use NewsHunt to read News, eBooks and Magazines in 12 languages. NewsHunt brings together largest collection of regional language news & ebooks from the world. NEWS FEATURES • Read News from National & Regional Newspapers, Websites & other News sources • Support for 11 Indian languages, even if your phone doesn't support the language & font. Latest news available in Hindi, Malayalam, Tamil, Telugu, Kannada, Bengali, Marathi, Gujarati, Punjabi, Oriya & Urdu • Get Local News from over 600 Indian districts & towns, plus Cricket scores, weather, horoscopes, stock updates & classifieds • Opt in to get Alerts & Notifications of Breaking News even when you’re not using the app • Set text size and background color to suit your preference • Home screen widget that shows latest news stories from recently read Newspapers. • Share News over SMS, Whatsapp, Email, Facebook or any other app you have installed • Features hundreds of fully licensed partners including The Indian Express, Rajasthan Patrika, Prabhat Khabar, Mathrubhumi, lokmat, Malayala Manorama, Dinakaran, Dinamalar, Eenadu, Sakshi, Ananda Bazaar Patrika, Deccan Herald, Sakaal, Divya Bhaskar, Jagbani, India Today, BBC (Hindi), Siasat & more BOOK STORE/READER FEATURES • Browse, download and read the largest collection of regional language eBooks. Read authors including Surendra Mohan Pathak, Chetan Bhagat, Rajesh Kumar, Sudha Murthy, Kannadhasan, and Deepak Chopra as well as international best selling authors. • Choose from thousands of free ebooks such as The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes to Alice in Wonderland • Easily shop for ebooks, including new releases in every category including New York Times® best sellers. • Read mobile optimized magazines & magazine singles(single articles) from leading magazines like Saras Salil, Caravan, Stardust, Champak, Savvy, Grihshobha & Manohar Kahaniyan. • Pay using your mobile phone in addition to your credit/debit cards - Buy eBook using your mobile operator. Available for Indian customers only. • Customize Your Reading—Choose your preferred font size, and background color to read your books. REACH US To report any issues with usage or just to share feedback and tell us how we can improve, write to support@newshunt.com Google+: https://plus.google.com/+newshunt Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/newshunt Twitter: https://twitter.com/newshuntapp 1 Utan kostnad News Republic – Smarter news News Republic 1 Utan kostnad The definitive news app with an elegant design, unrivaled news coverage and a simple, delightful interface optimized for all smartphones and tablets. - Visual: Get all the latest news from your favorite topics in a highly visual format. - Smart: News Republic learns what you like and personalizes your news experience automatically. - Complete: Enjoy complete articles with photos and videos from trusted sources - Personal: Choose only the topics that are of interest to you, and personalize your home screen. - In-depth: Explore related topics via Tag Nav™, our innovative news navigation system. - Customizable: Add custom RSS feed sources from your favorite websites Features hundreds of fully licensed partners including Reuters, Bloomberg, Huffington Post, TechCrunch and many more. Get complete coverage on: National News, Technology, Politics, Sports, Entertainment and many more topics. _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ “News Republic offers the cure for infobesity” CNET. “If you love news, News Republic is the right app for you!” – AppDictions. Best News App! – AppStorm. News Republic is available in 9 regional editions - USA, UK, Germany, Italy, France, Spain, China, LatAm and International _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ PERSONALIZE > EXPLORE > GET ALERTED > SHARE > REACT > RESEARCH Inform yourself - Get News Republic now! Twitter - @newsrepublic Facebook - facebook.com/pages/News.Republic Watch - vimeo.com/channels/newsrepublic 1 Utan kostnad The Times of India News Times Internet Limited 1 Utan kostnad What some of our users are saying: ★★★★★ TOI has Soared The new version is pretty clean and attractive. Very responsive and very few lags. New options are very much appreciated. In all a very good update. - Ady Sharma (Nexus 5) ★★★★★ Love the notification feature No need to open the app every important news comes as a notification. - neeraj jadwani (Moto E) ★★★★★ Live TV and Audio is too good! TOI app has been improving with every update. The most recent addition of Times Now TV and Audio is just fabulous. Absolutely best news app in India. - Ninad Oak (Galaxy S3) ★★★★★ TOI is the best English news app The UI is excellent and also news can be read even when not online and saves lot of data not reloading when not required. - Joydeep Kumbhakar (Galaxy S Duos2) The Times of India, India’s largest media house, brings you the best news experience on the go. Download the TOI app on your Android device and stay updated on news from across the world, anywhere, anytime. The TOI app offers everything that an avid news reader is looking for – breaking news, latest headlines, trending news stories and in-depth coverage of sports, entertainment, business and technology including the Mangalyaan mission and Asian Games 2014. From India news to world news, political news to cricket news, technology news to Bollywood news and movie reviews of Bollywood, Hollywood and regional films – get the most relevant coverage of celebrity news. Also available is the vivid photogallery of famous Bollywood celebrities, industrialist, politicians, sports person and events / parties that are the talk of town. Also catch the live coverage of all the breaking news on Times Now Live TV & Times Now Live Audio. 1 Utan kostnad NBC News NBC News Digital LLC 1 Utan kostnad NBC News delivers the stories you care about, right now. Get up-to-the-minute breaking news, exclusive interviews, and in-depth reporting from our journalists around the world. The completely redesigned NBC News app can be used on both your phone and tablet. Here are a few highlights: • Faster and more visual than ever before • Stories download automatically so you can keep reading when you’re offline • Even more videos, slideshows and articles now available • Unique split screen plays video while you read stories Our live, continuous coverage gives you all the news you want, and now it’s easier than ever to share the stories that matter most to you. 1 Utan kostnad Flipboard: Your News Magazine Flipboard 1 Utan kostnad Flipboard is your personal magazine. It is the most popular way to catch up on the news, read stories from around the world and browse the articles, videos and photos friends are sharing. To begin, pick a few interests and tap any of the tiles to begin flipping through your personal magazine. Add blogs and publications like The New York Times, PEOPLE magazine, Fast Company and many more by using the search bar or tapping the red ribbon to open the Content Guide. You can also connect your social networks like Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, Tumblr and Google+ to see what friends are posting and easily share articles with them. Save the things you find on Flipboard. Tap the “+” button to collect items into your own magazines on any topic, from Great Hikes to Gear & Gadgets. Go to the Content Guide and select “By Our Readers” to explore magazines others are making. Download Flipboard and get started today—it’s free! Highlights: ★ All your news, interests and social updates in one personalized magazine. ★ Save stories you love into your own magazine. Use the “+” button on any item, select ‘create a magazine’ and collect favorite stories, images or videos. ★ Search for anything—people, topics, hashtags, blogs, your favorite sites—and flip through the results in a beautiful magazine format. ★ Connect Flipboard to up to 12 social networks, streamlining your reading and activities like commenting, liking and sharing. Services include Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, Google+, YouTube, LinkedIn, SoundCloud and more. ★ Read Cover Stories for a quick check on what’s happening now. Cover Stories is created just for you and is filled with popular items from everything you’ve added to your Flipboard. ★ Enjoy Flipboard in 18 localized editions—for Australia, Brazil, Canada, China, France, Germany, Hong Kong, India, Italy, Japan, Korea, Latin America, Netherlands, Russia, Spain, Taiwan, U.S. and U.K. ★ Explore hundreds of staff picks in the Content Guide (tap the red ribbon at the top), including must-read magazines and blogs, gorgeous photography and special curated sections devoted to the news of the day and other interests. ★ Use the Flipboard widget for quick access on your Android device. ★ Add content to your Flipboard magazines through the bookmarklet at share.flipboard.com KEEP UP ON FLIPBOARD: For tips and other helpful information visit our website http://www.flipboard.com and follow us via @flipboard on Twitter, on Facebook at http://www.facebook.com/flipboard or Google+ at https://plus.google.com/+Flipboard. To learn more about how to use Flipboard, visit our Support Page: http://flipboard.com/support If you are having technical issues or have any questions, we're here to help. Please visit flip.it/support to contact us. 1 Utan kostnad Yahoo News Digest Yahoo 1 Utan kostnad Get in the know in no time. Yahoo News Digest provides a definitive summary of all the important, need-to-know news. Digests are delivered twice a day - once in the morning and once in the evening. All the top stories are summarized and presented with the key information that you need to stay on top of what’s happening. Each story is created from multiple sources to present the essential bits and pieces of information, known as “atoms”. Atoms are key quotes, images, videos, maps, infographs, and Wikipedia excerpts among others. These atomic units provide a unique context to the news. Our stories are both algorithmically and hand curated to ensure high quality, and come with a textual summary. Yahoo News Digest makes your reading experience comprehensive, effortless, and complete. Our goal is to inform you of all the key headlines you need to know and allow you to share the news with others. Yahoo News Digest is available in English today but look out for translated versions soon. We are committed to building the best mobile experience and are interested in your feedback. Let us know your thoughts here: https://yahoo.uservoice.com/forums/235999 1 Utan kostnad feedly Feedly Team 1 Utan kostnad Something magical happens when the right person gets connected to the right content. That knowledge or inspiration feeds you, transforms you into a better teacher, designer, entrepreneur... This inspired us to create feedly. We designed a modern reader that empowers professionals, students and enthusiasts to feed their passions; the work they really care about, whether that's in the office, at school, at home or anywhere else. Millions of people use feedly every day to curate the best of the web and tune into what matters to them. It starts with you organizing your favorite sources into reading collections. We all have different appetite when it comes to feeding our minds. Feedly empowers you to express what makes you unique. Feedly takes all the content from your favorite websites and transforms it into a simple and fast reading experience. A single place for everything you care about. Feedly is available on your phone, your tablet and on the web at feedly.com An important part of reading is picking the ideas you want to save for later, remix and share. Feedly offers seamless integration with Evernote, Twitter, Facebook, LinkedIn, Google+, Buffer, IFTTT, Pocket and Instapaper to help streamline your workflows. Feedly captures the full power of the web by letting you subscribe to any RSS feed, Youtube channel or blog. Feedly delivers in one place all the knowledge and inspiration you need to keep ahead. Happy reading! [we are hello@feedly.com if you need support or want to report a bug] 1 Utan kostnad BBC News Media Applications Technologies for the BBC 1 Utan kostnad Get the latest, breaking news from our trusted global network of journalists. See the top stories from the UK and around the world, and personalise your experience by choosing to see the latest news on topics such as technology, sport, entertainment, health and business. You can also watch the BBC News channel for up-to-the-minute live reports, and see video clips on most of the top stories. Key Features:  • All the latest news as it happens  • Opt in for breaking news push notifications  • In-story video over 3G and WiFi  • Download the latest stories when you have a signal and then read them offline at your leisure  • Share stories to a range of social networks, or email/SMS to a friend  • Personalise the home screen by adding, removing and re-ordering news categories to suit your preferences  • Live streaming of the BBC News channel for Android 4.0+ devices  • Home screen widgets  • Settings to allow the app to automatically update in the background  • Font controls to increase or decrease the story text size to suit you  • Ability to send stories, video, and photos directly to the BBC News team  • Full range of News categories: Top Stories, World, UK, Sport, Technology, Entertainment & Arts, England, Northern Ireland, Scotland, Wales, Business, Politics, Health, Education, Science & Environment, Features & analysis, Also In The News  • Ability to store the app on the SD card. Widgets will not be available if you choose to use this function. This is a feature of the Android system If you choose to receive push notifications, a unique identifier relating to your device will be stored by ProcessOne on behalf of the BBC to provide you with the service. No other personal data relating to you (such as a username or email address) is processed. The BBC will keep your information secure and not share it with anyone else in accordance with the BBC’s Privacy and Cookies Policy, available at http://www.bbc.co.uk/privacy/ You can choose to unsubscribe from push notifications in the app’s settings screen. Permissions:  • INTERNET: Used to get the latest news content from the BBC  • ACCESS_NETWORK_STATE: Used to determine whether you are on 3G or Wifi to deliver the best quality content  • WAKE_LOCK: Used if you enable background updates in settings  • GET_ACCOUNTS: Used to determine if your device is capable of receiving Push messages  • C2D_RECEIVE/C2D_MESSAGE: Used to receive Push messages if you opt in 1 Utan kostnad News360: Personalized News News360 1 Utan kostnad News360 learns what you like (and don’t like) and finds news articles and blog posts from across the Internet that are the most relevant to you, personally. ✔ The New York Times: "News360 has to be one of the better news-aggregating [apps] I’ve seen on any platform" News360 is an elegant and smart news reader that learns what kinds of stories you like and dislike as you read. You will never again miss something interesting because you haven’t subscribed to the right feed or followed the right person – instead, News360 will show you all the stories that really matter, and none of the noise. You can even connect your Facebook, Twitter and other accounts and News360 will use them to become even more personalized to your particular interests. The more you use it - the smarter it gets. To make sure that you don’t get a biased or inaccurate outlook, News360 provides coverage from all possible sources for every story, combining text, photography and video to give you a full, 360° view of the issues. ✔ "Apps We Like: News360" — The Wall Street Journal ✔ "News360 is the New Cadillac of Personalized News Readers" — PandoDaily Key highlights: ★ Quickly scan headlines, preview stories and dive deep into the content from over 50,000 sources. From top global and national news providers, to local and niche sites and blogs ★ Read your Home feed, where you’ll see top articles that focus on the topics you’re interested in – no jumping between sections or feeds ★ Use the News360 widget to keep up with great content on your home screen, and even on your lock screen with Android 4.2 ★ Help News360 learn by marking stories you like as you use it, and it will become better and better at giving you the stories you'll enjoy, but will always try to give you something new and unexpected as well ★ Customize the topics you’re interested in at any time! ★ Create a free News360 account to sync your settings and read saved articles offline on your phone, tablet and at news360.com ★ Read local news using your device’s GPS 1 Utan kostnad Mer från utvecklaren GPS for the Soul HuffingtonPost.com 1 Utan kostnad GPS for the Soul is based on two truths: that we all have within us a centered place of harmony and balance, and that we all veer away from that place again and again. A guide is a collection of the things that help you course-correct -- from music and poetry to breathing exercises and pictures of your loved ones. GPS for the Soul lets you play one of the guides we have assembled for you, or create your own. The Internet and the rise of social media have given us amazing tools to connect, and to bring about change in the world. At the same time, our 24/7 connection to the digital world often disconnects us from the real world around us -- from our physical surroundings, from our loved ones, and especially from ourselves. We see the effects of this in every aspect of our lives. And the consequences can be really damaging, in terms of our health, our jobs, and our relationships. That's why HuffPost has created GPS for the Soul. We hope GPS for the Soul will be just the beginning of a journey to help you reconnect with your creativity, your intuition, your peace and your wisdom. 1 Utan kostnad Huffington. HuffingtonPost.com 1 Utan kostnad The Best of HuffPost. Weekly. Huffington weekly magazine represents the very best of The Huffington Post with exclusive content not on the site -- delivered to your phone/tablet each week in a lush, vivid, feature-driven magazine format. Incorporating infographics, photography, sophisticated narratives, commenting and other ways to engage with the Huffington community, the magazine embroiders your experience with humor, cutting-edge sensibility and, of course, attitude. If you enjoy The Huffington Post web site but don't have time during the week to absorb everything it offers -- especially engrossing feature work on politics, business, culture, entertainment and other topics -- then please download Huffington and spend your weekend getting caught up and getting ahead. KEY FEATURES • FREE weekly, curated and exclusive content from The Huffington Post • Share Huffington content via Twitter, Facebook and Email • Download Huffington Issues and read them offline • Navigate between Huffington articles via swipe or in the convenient Article Viewer • Find specific Huffington pages via the Issue Page Viewer • Browse Huffington Issues via the Bookshelf or Cover View 1 Utan kostnad Visa mer ©2014 Google Användarvillkor för webbplatsen Försäljningsvillkor för enheter Sekretesspolicy Utvecklare Artister Om Google)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media jthornthwaite last tweet "Please join me in recognizing the vital work foster families do for B.C. kids http://t.co/bdYy1yh9Jc #FosterFamilyMonth #northvan #bcpoli" @jthornthwaite - 10:56pm Follow @jthornthwaite BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/help.aspx?id=4276,BCTF > Locals Home Pages on BCTF  	BCTF web site help  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Help Local Websites on BCTF If your local would like to maintain a website on the BCTF server, send a request to webmanager@bctf.ca. We will need an email contact and a phone number. Once approved, we will contact you by email and supply you with a password. Creating your website We cannot teach you how to construct web pages, but there are many resources available on the web itself.   Some suggestions… Please remember to give your files an appropriate extension (typically: .html, .txt, .gif or .jpg). You should avoid most "special" characters in naming your files (blanks, quotes, slashes, greater than, less than, etc.), although dashes and underscores are acceptable. The first character of your file name should be a letter (upper or lower case) or a number. We suggest you name your home page index.html or default.html; this will make it easier for browsers to find your page. Naming your home page this way will also make it easier for you to link back to it from other pages you may choose to have in your website. If you do not name your homepage index.html or default.html, then browsing for http://www.bctf.ca/Localnn/ will display a directory listing of all your uploaded files, rather than your home page. Note: Please ensure that you have only a single file of any type named index or default as more than one instance of the default file may cause unexpected results when viewing your home page. Uploading your web pages To upload your HTML and related files to the BCTF web Server, you will need to use a File Transfer Protocol (FTP) program. If you're currently using an FTP program, skip the next two sections and move on to the details on connecting to our FTP server and uploading files to your Local's reserved area. (Instructions are for WS_FTP, but all ftp clients will have similar functionality.) If you're not familiar with FTP, we have prepared the following to make it as painless as possible. Download an FTP client program First, connect to the Internet, start your browser and use it to download the FTP client program to your computer. For Windows users, we recommend WS_FTP LE, available at www.wsftple.com. For Macintosh users, we recommend Fetch, available at fetchsoftworks.com. All instructions below assume you are downloading/using WS_FTP. After you have downloaded WS_FTP, you must unzip it and then follow the instructions to install it on your computer. Create an FTP entry You should now add the BCTF FTP server to the list of servers recognized by your program. (The following procedure is for WS_FTP; other ftp programs will operate quite similarly.) Connect to the Internet and then double-click the WS_FTP icon to start the program. In WS_FTP a server is added by pressing the New button to create a new Session Profile. Enter the following values (other fields are optional).   Profile Name: BCTF  Host Name: ftp.bctf.ca  User ID: your Local number [e.g., local01] Password: your password Now press the Save button to store the Session Profile. In Fetch, use Customize/Edit Shortcuts... and press New. Then enter the following values.   Shortcut: BCTF  Host: ftp.bctf.ca  User ID: localyour Local number [e.g., local01] Password: your password  Press OK twice. Connect to the BCTF FTP server Using WS_FTP, with the BCTF session active press Connect. Using Fetch, press Open Connection... and choose the BCTF Shortcut. Once connected to the BCTF FTP server, you will be placed into the directory reserved for your Local. Now upload your files. HTML and any other text files should be uploaded in ASCII (Text) mode. GIFs, JPEGs and any other binary files must be uploaded in Binary (Image, Raw Data) mode. The URL for each of your files will now be www.bctf.ca/localnn/filename  e.g., www.bctf.ca/local01/index.html If you are using partial URL references relative to a Base address in your HTML files, you likely want your BASE tag to read: <BASE HREF = " http://www.bctf.ca/localnn/>" Note: If you name your home page index.html browsers will be able to find it by simply looking for http://www.bctf.ca/localnn. If you do not have an index.html file, then http://www.bctf.ca/localnn will instead display a directory listing of all your uploaded files. Finally, please remember to inform us when your site is up and running so we can update the link to it from our "BCTF - Locals Home Pages" location. Please note that we are unable to support user-built CGI or other programs that interact with our server. We have a generic forms handler available for your use. Contact the webmanager if you need advice on these issues. Further support information can be found on the BCTF Online Support page, Website Hosting Services. About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7812&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 2, October 2004 The case of the vanishing professional day by Pat Clarke Pop Quiz 1. What did you do on your school’s last professional day? 2. Who organized it? 3. What was the topic or theme of the day? If your answers are something like: 1. I don’t remember. 2. I don’t know. 3. I don’t remember. or 1. I went to a school planning session. 2. The school and district administration. 3. Goal setting and improving school FSA results. You may have experienced the alarming case of the vanishing professional day. This phenomenon, developed in the past four or five years, has too many so-called professional days dedicated to administration-oriented school planning and too few dedicated to self-directed or collegial professional development for teachers. The gradual disappearance of the teacher-directed professional development day may be a result of confusion over what a professional day is supposed to be. The confusion has resulted in the days’ being used in ways not intended when they were first implemented, in the 1970s. So, for example, in some school districts non-instructional days are being declared and schools are being closed for a day as a cost-cutting measure. Declaring a non-instructional day can be at the expense of a professional day, particularly if the local does not have clear contract language on professional days. Given the current state of affairs in B.C. school districts, nailing down specific language on such traditional givens as professional days is essential. The School Calendar Regulation allows five non-instructional days per school year. One additional day, the "sixth day" is for schools to attend to ministry initiatives or in the words of the Ministerial Order "facilitate activities that…are designed to enhance student achievement." And that’s it. The other five days are non-instructional and can be used for administrative purposes such as school opening and closing or as professional days for teachers. The original intent was for the majority of the days to be professional days to allow teachers to engage in self-directed professional development, not school goal-setting and not tending to administrative notions of school planning. They were to be days, planned and directed by teachers, for teachers. The principle of by teachers, for teachers makes our job a profession not just an occupation or employment. Determining particular professional needs, having the right and the opportunity to do so, is essential to effective teaching. The more often we are cajoled, co-opted, or otherwise bamboozled into helping bureaucratic planners meet their needs, the less time we have to meet our own. There are obvious points in common. Administrative planning and effective teaching are not necessarily mutually exclusive. But the first question should not be how we work with the administrative scheme, but what we need to do to make our classrooms places for learning, not just testing and counting. The vanishing professional day, either through transformation into a non-instructional day or into some sort of administrative day disguised as planning or goal setting, can be restored only by teachers’ undertaking some fairly assertive responses. The first response is to say no. As in No, you can’t use our professional day to go over FSA results. or No, you can’t use our professional day as a way to save money. The second response is to occupy the ground all of this administrative business is trying to gain. That ground is the professional autonomy of teachers, our right and responsibility to determine our professional needs. The BCTF has a comprehensive professional support program to give teachers the tools they need to exercise professional autonomy and set their own professional development goals and organize programs that work toward those goals. The resources the BCTF offers give teachers specific activities that help them come up with concrete approaches to professional development that is collegial and helps teachers support one another. This can be through action-research projects, supporting local specialist associations, workshops on engaging in professional dialogue, and setting up mentorship programs. Our goal is to help teachers help and support one another. After all, who else is? Pat Clarke is the director of the BCTF’s Professional and Social Issues Division.)
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(20141008,support.thetyee.ca,https://support.thetyee.ca/,Support fact-based independent journalism -- The Tyee This page requires Javascript. Your browser either doesn't support JavaScript or you have it turned off. Please enable JavaScript before you proceed. The Tyee Tyee Builders Canada needs more independent journalism. Join us   Support The Tyee and bring more diverse, fact-driven reporting to the national conversation. Monthly One-time Offline Choose your monthly level: $5 $10 $15 $25 $50 $100   Enter your one-time amount. $50 or more gets you the Political Party Leader Paper Dolls. $ .00 Or, consider becoming a sustaining monthly supporter for less than the cost of a newspaper subscription. Continue » Don't trust the Internet? Can't stand credit cards? Does your organization (or you?) want to make a large contribution or one that matches reader contributions? How to support The Tyee without ever touching your keyboard. Option 1: Register with your credit card by phone: Call 604-689-7489, Monday - Friday, 10 am - 5 pm PST. Option 2: Send us a cheque (or monthly post-dated cheques): Cheques can be made out to Countercurrent Media Ltd. and mailed to: The Tyee PO Box 88484 Vancouver, BC V6A 4A7 Please include with your cheque your full name, return address, phone number and email, plus indicate whether you would like your contribution to remain anonymous. How to set-up larger and matching contributions: Would your organization or business be interested in making a larger contribution? You can do so by cheque as outlined above, or if you're interested in offering a matching contribution, give us a shout. Matching contributions can really help ramp up a campaign, and your organization gets great exposure as a supporter of independent journalism in the process.  If this is you, contact us by email or phone (604-689-7409).  Your transaction is secure. The Tyee uses industry-standard SSL encryption to secure your connection. Your transaction is then processed securely by our payment processors, Recurly and Beanstream. Because we publish hard-hitting political journalism, we can't be a charity and therefore can't offer charitble tax receipts. Learn more $0 0% Complete Pledged of annual goal. Top reader priorities: From 0 supporters like: Our vision Canada is undergoing radical change at a time when our national media is in collapse. In two years there will be another federal election. Canada needs more diverse reporting to inform that democractic moment -- reporting that cares more about your values than shareholder profits. That's what The Tyee has done for more than 10 years in B.C., garnering numerous reporting awards and a loyal readership. So, join us now and together we'll bring this spirit to the national conversation. How you can help Your money will pay proven journalists to cover the national stories other media miss. What stories exactly? You tell us. When you sign up, you'll complete a news-priority survey that will help inform this reporting. Choose from priorities like energy & environment, trade & foreign affairs or inequality. Plus, your money keeps The Tyee paywall free, which means you're giving the gift of excellent independent reporting to all Canadians, regardless of income level. Because news is for the people. But good reporting costs money. Pull the strings For years, politicians have been playing with you. Now it's your turn to play with them. In anticipation of the 2015 federal election, we present The Party Leader Paper Dolls. Just a little gift from the political nerds at The Tyee to the political nerds who subscribe at $15/month or higher levels. Prorogue away, parliamentary puppet master! See the dolls... Some of the writers standing ready... Stevie Cameron Award-winning investigative journalist and bestselling author. Best known for her exposure of the Mulroney government's Airbus Affair and her extensive coverage of the Pickton murders and trials. Lawrence Martin Columnist for, and former bureau chief in Washington & Moscow of, the Globe and Mail. Author of 10 books, including Harperland: The Politics of Control and Iron Man: The Defiant Reign of Jean Chrétien. Heather Mallick Take-no-prisoners columnist for the Toronto Star. Also contributes to the CBC and the Guardian. Winner of two National Newspaper Awards for features and critical writing. Andrew Nikiforuk Winner of seven National Magazine Awards. Top honours from the Association of Canadian Journalists. Author of four books, including the bestselling The Tar Sands: Dirty Oil and the Future of the Continent. Jonathan Sas Director of research at the Broadbent Institute. Former reporter and editor at The Mark. Outspoken critic of media concentration and commercialization in Canada. Sauvé Scholar (2012). Judith Sayers Former elected chief of the Hupacsath First Nation. Assistant professor of law and business at UVic. National Aboriginal Economic Development Chair. Thoughtful writer, insightful thinker. Why now? In the last two years, federal scientists have been muzzled, far-reaching trade deals have been negotiated in secret, environmental programs have been slashed, and inequality has increased. At the same time, the oil and gas industry has held unprecedented sway in the public policy of the nation. The next federal election is in two years. The time for tough, fact-driven reporting is now. Who are we? We're an independent, online news magazine from BC. We're devoted to fact-driven reporting and analysis that informs and enlivens our democratic conversation. Our reporting has garnered numerous awards and the respect of our peers and readers. While some journalism gives the last word to power, we try to give the last word to ordinary folks. Go to The Tyee... Who's with us? A number of civil-society groups are supporting our bid to bring more independent reporting to the national conversation. The list includes Friends of Canadian Broadcasting, FairVote Canada, the Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives, the Council of Canadians and many more. See the full list... Supporters of independent media, strong. × Friends of Independent Journalism We're thankful to the many organizations that help share The Tyee's fact-based, independent journalism far and wide. Click their logos to see what they've been up to lately! These organizations have partnered to help spread the word about The Tyee's fact-based, independent journalism. Partners neither endorse nor influence The Tyee's journalism or editorial strategy. Likewise, The Tyee does not necessarily endorse the particular positions or campaigns of the above organizations. Close Back to top Terms of service All Tyee Builder transactions are processed in Canadian Dollars. The Tyee/Countercurrent Media is a Canadian organization, located in Vancouver, B.C. You can change the amount you're giving us monthly or stop subscribing at any time. Simply contact us and we'll put an end to your membership, which will take effect the next time a payment is due to be made. Due to the nature of the program we can't offer refunds mid-month. If you have any questions or need to cancel your membership, please contact us by email or phone (604-689-7489). Although we operate on a shoestring budget, we're technically a for-profit organization; as such, contributions to The Tyee are not tax-deductible. Find out more about our funding here. © 2013 The Tyee · Privacy · Credits support.thetyee.ca v1.3.0)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/03/what-is-this-dispute-about-putting.html?showComment0751335543400788,Staffroom Confidential: What is this dispute about? Putting equity last, and corporations first Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Friday, March 23, 2012 What is this dispute about? Putting equity last, and corporations first Today's guest post is from Bruce McCloy, a teacher in New Westminster. Why is this current stand so important?  For those who are currently monitoring this public site on behalf of the government please read on as well.  I sincerely hope you learn something and, if we fail and this government gets what they want, with your help, I hope you can look students in the eyes in years to come and be able to say you were responsible for the mess you have created. Here is why I see this current fight as very important.  This is not about class size, class composition, a wage increase or extra help for special needs students.  While these are all very important they are dwarfed by a greater threat; the changing of our current educational system to one that caters less to equity and developing a good person to one that is squarely focused on market based principles and catering to an ever greedy corporate elite.  Teachers and government are on a crash course, fighting over, as Wendy Poole outlines, the vision and purpose of K-12 public education and the meaning of professionalism (see http://www.ucalgary.ca/iejll/vol11/poole).   Government is focused on a neo-liberal view of education, “conceptualiz[ing] education as a commodity to be bought by customers (students and parents) and sold by suppliers (schools and others). From a market perspective, schools are training grounds for future workers and consumers, as well a multi-billion dollar industry offering opportunities for profit. Efficiency, accountability for student outcomes (usually measured by standardized test scores and other measures like graduation rates), choice for parents (e.g., charter schools, vouchers, within-district school choice), privatization (e.g., public funding for private schools, user-pay fees, contracting with private firms to operate public schools, private-public partnerships for school construction, school-business partnerships), and attacks on teachers unions are hallmarks of neo-liberalism in education”. (see attached paper if you would like to read more).   This fight is about breaking the union in order to bring in a system that caters to only a few, and leaves the many others simply to be good workers. If we truly cared about students, and creating a better society, we would be modelling our system after Finland, rather than chasing the USA, UK and Australia downwards.  The end result of this current action by the BC government is to cut costs, break the union and make a statement to the voters that the current ruling Liberals deserve their vote in May 2013.  It has nothing to do with students.  For the differences in focus of the Finland system in comparison with the USA, UK and Australian systems review the attached paper, Neo-Liberalism in British Columbia Education and Teachers’ Union Resistance and the video found at http://www.abc.net.au/lateline/content/2012/s3441913.htm. Current OECD rankings have Canada slipping slightly behind Australia in reading (#8 compared to #7), still behind Finland at #4 but well ahead of the USA at #11 and the UK at #18.  Rankings in Math and Science have Canada far ahead of the USA, Australia and UK systems that the government are focused on reaching down to and still behind the ranking of Finland, a country that teachers are working to catch. Finland is ranked #2 in math, Canada #8, with Australia at #15, the UK at #21 and the USA being far behind at #32.  There are similar findings in Science with Finland at #2, Canada at #6, Australia at #12, the UK at #21 and the USA at #30.  The quality of our education does not matter to the current Liberal government; containing costs, and creating preferable market conditions do. Some sobering thoughts when contemplating this possible scenario. While increasing funding for schools from a 2002-2003 total of  $3.782 billion to a projected 2012-2013 total of $4.725 billion (making true governments claim that per-student funding has increased) the actual costs to districts have far outstripped this increase.  Most telling is the decrease in priority of education as a part of the provincial budget falling from 26% in 2002 – 2003 to a 15% in 2011 – 2012.  In 2002 – 2003 the total allocation envelope for education was $3.7 billion.  This accounted for 26% of the total provincial budget.  In 2012 – 2013 the projected total allocation envelope for education is $4.7 billion accounting for 15% of the total provincial budget.  If the 2002 – 2003 % of total provincial budget allocation held true today the total allocation of funds to education from the provincial budget for 2012 – 2013 would be $8.1 billion   providing for a further allocation of $3.4 billion on top of the $4.7 billion currently being provided.  The amount due to school districts for next year over and above what is being given is almost equal to the total amount provided to school districts in the 2002 – 2003 year.  It is not a situation of lack of funds, rather a change in priority for the government Board funds have long been frozen, all but 6 districts are currently in Funding Protection (meaning that they are working in a bankrupt state).  Board funds have been frozen for a further 3 years, leaving them with an accumulated $100 million shortfall this year alone.  The “easy cuts” to budgets have long been done leaving an impossible situation.  The overwhelming major cost to districts is teacher salaries, something that districts have been unable to change due to strict rules in the collective agreements.  Until now.  Changes in post and fill rules, class composition and numbers, evaluations and discipline procedures will make it  easier for boards to lower their salary costs by making life difficult for more expensive teachers to the point they will quit, removing more expensive teachers and filling their positions with cheaper less experienced teachers or with even cheaper non teachers.  The boards will sell the public on these changes b y offering perks that will have most forget the importance of teacher quality. The current government advertising focused on teacher salary and benefits (the BCTF is demanding a 15 per cent wage hike and other benefits that would cost $2 billion and raise taxes for BC families...) is allowing the government to keep attention away from the main changes they wish to see through the BC Education Plan.  This education plan provides the government with the route to the neo-liberal result that they wish to see, a result that will have us emulating the OECD rankings of the USA, UK and Australia in a very short time, leaving far behind the rankings we currently have and our hopes for reaching those of Finland.  This is because the government is not focused on providing an equitable education system. Or even focused on educating at a high level.  Rather, it is focused on creating a system that follows their neo-liberal beliefs.  The BC Education Plan is a guise (as is the current troubles on the labour front) to instituting these ideals: o While requests for feedback to the BC Education Plan is currently seen as a priority for government, the plan is all but written awaiting an appropriate time to roll out.  Current feedback will never be considered but provides the perception that it has been o BC Education Plan calls for personalized learning that will amount to students staying at home to work on their computers learning from an on-line master teacher.  Cheaper non-teachers will be available for students to submit assignments and pick up others, while tutoring (on-line and in person) will be available if necessary.  This change over has already begun.  The government is admitting that 700 special needs teachers that have been lost to the system have been replaced with 2100 new teaching assistants ... but no more teachers.  The $165 million Learning Improvement Fund will hire more teacher assistants ... but no more teachers. o Contract changes are necessary to enable this change to occur in our current system – changing hours of work, working conditions (class sizes can reach the hundreds) and making it easier to deal with teachers that disagree with the direction o Money will be saved on school buildings as only a few will be needed as regional meeting places – while the others can be sold as they are no longer required to service children o Standardized assessment will become easier as the teaching from the on-line Master teachers will be the same. o Large corporations will find a ready market for technology.  A quick look at those involved in developing the new BC Education Program indicate past and present members of the guiding committee including 20 members who belong to the corporate business community or with strong ties to this community and zero involved in public education in BC.  Those involved on the committee to restructure BC Education include Reg Bird, Vecima Networks, Don Mattrick, President, Interactive Entertainment Business, Microsoft Corp., Don Safnuk, President and CEO of Corporate Recruiters and Ralph Turfus, CEO, Arbutus Place Investments. o Creating a system dependent on technology will provide a ready market for both hardware and software manufacturers as well as internet providers.  On line needs will increase, allowing a market for sellers of data plans o Control of teacher Professional Development and new evaluation and “one-strike you are out” dismissal procedures will allow government to control what teachers learn and what they will teach in the classroom.  Government and corporate propaganda will be required to be taught, even if ethically unsettling, or a teacher will face dismissal. o Control of curriculum and standardization of what is taught will allow government to lessen the time many students stay in school, providing an opportunity for students to leave at the end of grade 10 (where 3 of our government exit exams currently are placed).   Students will be able to leave early for the workforce providing cheap (and undereducated) labour to be available during the week – something that is currently not readily available for most companies.  Seeing that these workers were encouraged to leave school at grade 10 they will later find that they do not have the required education to change occupations, therefore making them more likely to stay in lower paying jobs within the company that they currently work for. o With the education of children left in the hands of busy parents, and at home often with little guidance (especially in the secondary school years)  it is more likely that they lag behind and  have less motivation to finish beyond grade 10.  As well, earning money at an early age could be a great benefit to the family income as well as provide a greater source of disposable income at an earlier age – resulting in more purchasing power at a younger age. o Only those being educated in private schools (still in a traditional mode of providing education) or those with incredible self-discipline will have the skills to enter university – predominately leaving the rich to claim the higher level jobs and the less rich or less motivated to take up a new lower class working class. o With a larger number of workers available and a dismantling of trade union power, the minimum wage can once again be lowered, rights eroded allowing for more flexibility and higher profits for business owners.  As well, the numbers of the consumer class will increase, also allowing for further profits for corporations.   While we are busy fighting the current contract negotiations, which in themselves are important, the Liberal government has a far greater goal.  We find ourselves so busy with fighting the little things I fear we may miss the bigger picture and feel the pain of the onslaught (BC Education Plan) far before we see it coming and far later than we can do much about it.  I am reminded of a simple yet effective strategy we use to use in PE class when playing the game Murder Ball (in one of its many configurations).  If one was lucky enough to get two balls they often incorporated the following strategy – throw one ball high in the air.  As members of the other team watch the ball float slowly towards them the original thrower would throw the second ball hard , directly at the opponent, hitting them and getting them out. We see a similar strategy with the government – lob up the whole confrontation of contract negotiations, and, while teachers are busy looking at these, hit them hard with the educational changes you as a government actually want to implement. While current contract negotiations are very important and need to be dealt with quickly by teachers throughout the province, we need to be talking about and informing the public of the far greater threat that looms and is poised to hit in the very near future.  It is one that will find us sadly leaving any possibility of reaching the equitable system found in Finland (and along with it the high OECD rankings), leaving any possibility of maintaining our current standing in the world (as stated in the OECD rankings), and fervently chasing the lower scores of the USA, UK and Australia.  All in the name of creating a new culture of uneducated workers and consumers for a quickly growing corporate elite.   Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 12:02 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 10 comments: PierreMarch 23, 2012 at 10:07 PM Let's be careful with the easy Finland comparison! It turns out that their language is as easy as learning 1, 2, 3: their language is very phonetic. English is on the opposite side of the spectrum! If English could be modernized, it would be easier and faster to learn and easier to teach!ReplyDelete Replies PierreMarch 23, 2012 at 10:25 PM For those interested, there is more info at http://reforming-english.blogspot.ca/ .Delete D. BjornsonMarch 23, 2012 at 10:28 PM Perhaps! Who wouldn't have loved to only have had one spelling of there-their-they're! I'm not a language specialist, but people who I know that learn multiple languages at a young age, seem to do well in education overall. Perhaps learning an " easier" language straight off the bat puts one at a disadvantage. Personally, my money is on modeling our Ed system after a country in the top 5, not the top 20.Delete PierreMarch 25, 2012 at 10:18 PM Actually, learning an easier language is an advantage! HUGE! You should see how many struggle to DECODE! They are smart kids, but they cannot make sense of the code! SO, the real important learning is taking the back seat of learning a crazy spelling code that is ILLOGICAL because it is IRREGULAR! So, we are rewarding the kids who can memorize by rote all the intricacies of the language and slowing down the progress of those who look the logic in the language. I suspect this is why more boys are struggling in learning. It would be interesting to know how boys do in Commonwealth countries VS some other countries where the language is more logical (like Finnish). Making anything easier makes sense! Do you still want to go fetch the water at the river? I know there are people who believe that things have to be tough to be good. This is COMPLETELY COUNTER-INTUITIVE! And this is especially so because we are talking about the very element that underpins the learning of FAR more important concepts than learning how to decode!Delete Reply Kathy CouchMarch 25, 2012 at 9:11 PM Shouldn't others be modelling after us? We do very well in the world despite the efforts of our government.ReplyDelete Replies PierreMarch 25, 2012 at 10:24 PM What is insane now is how language has been introduced even in Math. Many programs are so language based. I mean before was not any better with 30 problems on the same notion, but if you cannot read the questions (the word problems), how can you show that you know how to do the math! That part is so backwards. Until, books are read by computers, I predict girls will do better in math soon! Not because they are necessarily better at math, but because they are better at reading. This is why Finnish do better in math tests as well, BTW. Other teaching pedagogy is in general much better. Again, English is creating all kinds of problems.Delete Reply Teacher's ToolboxApril 26, 2012 at 11:16 PM It is frustrating that public education is under attack again... still... continually... I have no words.... just anger and frustration!ReplyDelete Bruce McCloyApril 27, 2012 at 9:13 AM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Bruce McCloyApril 27, 2012 at 9:16 AM While the comparison to Finland may be simplistic in some ways - the bigger picture remains that philosophically we are better looking up and trying to model after a nation that has, as its basic belief, fairness to all. Sounds very opposite a neo-liberal approach to education. I like how Kathy put it "shouldn't others be modelling after us" - we need to remember what has put our system where it is - and expecting others to after us - we need to figure out what has made us successful (despite government interference) and make that our overall objective to keep and continue to pursue. While the Finnish system may have its flaws (what system doesn't)- I like it a whole lot more than chasing the No Child Left Behind US program that yesterdays announcement regarding changes to the School Act have us headed to.ReplyDelete Laura BApril 27, 2012 at 7:56 PM While it may seem to some like an easier task to change the entire English language than to change the agenda of the BC Liberals.... my money's on putting our efforts into political change and the proven success of strong education systems.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ▼  March (12) Bill 22 and Class Size/Class Composition BC Liberals: You reap what you sow... From public to private: a subtle path What is this dispute about? Putting equity last, a... Walk out pamphlet - arguments for full withdrawal ... Teachers debate a response to Bill 22 Lessons from the US - when unions don't strike to ... Lessons from history - legislation and illegal str... How do teachers defeat Bill 22? Critical thinking and Bill 22 - A teacher rebuts G... What is this strike about? A moving letter from a ... Public education - Christy: it's about equality ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=30179&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2013 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 25, Number 7, May/June 2013   Truth and reconciliation events, September 2013  The Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada is hosting seven national events in different regions across Canada.? The national events will engage the Canadian public and provide education about the history of the residential schools system, the experience of former students and their families, and the ongoing legacies of the institutions within communities. The national events will also be opportunities to celebrate regional diversity and honour those touched by residential schools. One of the national events is being held in Vancouver on September 18–21, 2013. More details will be available soon. The Executive Committee has set its September meeting dates so that the Federation will have representation at this event. Locals may want to also consider participating in this reconciliation process that is crucial for Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal Canadians. More information is available on the Truth and Reconciliation Commission website: www.trc.ca  Reconciliation Canada is also organizing several events leading up to the Truth and Reconciliation Commission’s national event. Established as a collaboration between the Indian Residential School Survivor’s Society and Tides Canada Initiatives Society, Reconciliation Canada has planned an All Nations Canoe Gathering on September 17, 2013; a large event at BC Place on September 21, 2013; and a Walk for Reconciliation on September 22, 2013. More information can be found at www.reconciliationcanada.ca   )
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/SocialJustice.aspx?id=6164&printPage=true,BCTF > Resistance to Making Education a Tradable Commodity  	BCTF Social Justice  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Social Justice > Issues > Globalization Resistance to making education a tradable commodity Presentation by Larry Kuehn Education Forum of the People’s Summit of the Americas Mar del Plata, Argentina November, 2005 Turning public services into tradable commodities is one of the objectives of the neo-liberal ideology and system. In order to make public services into commodities, it is necessary to privatize the services and define them in ways that allow for a price to be set on the services. Trade agreements serve as one of the mechanisms used to privatize and commodify public services, including public education. Trade agreements, of course, are only one of the many pressures to privatize public education. Another is the reduction of public expenditure on public services. The World Bank and the International Monetary Fund, with their conditions for loans, have pushed for more privatization, as well as for reduction in state spending. Still another force in reshaping education in a business model is what could be labeled “policy trading.” This is a process where the education technocrats in the ministries of education of various countries are brought together and convinced that they must use the approaches of the corporations in governing education and other public services. A key element of this approach is the setting of similar performance standards and using quantitative methods of evaluation, with an emphasis in education on standardized testing to produce the numbers for evaluation. All of these mechanisms assist in undermining public education and expanding. privatization. They all promote individualism and individual success, rather than the setting of social goals of success for all. They all contribute to increasing the gaps between the rich and the poor, and are counter to building democratic societies. While all of these elements are important and inter-related factors in privatizing and commodifying public services, the focus here is on one element—trade agreements. Why is education ending up as a factor in trade agreements? What are the underlying economic reasons? One of the driving forces is the changes taking place in the economies of all countries as services become a greater and greater portion of economic activity. These changes are particularly strong in the most developed economies, those of the United States and Europe, as well as in the smaller developed economies like that of Canada. These used to be referred to as “industrial economies.” Now the more appropriate label would be to call them “highly developed service economies.” In all of these countries, services now represent 70 percent or more of the gross domestic product and as much as 80 percent of the employment. Industrial production has moved to a few of the less-developed, but rapidly developing, countries, mostly in Asia and, of course, China in particular. Because the richest economies are producing services rather than goods, they are looking for ways of making services more tradable and profitable. The United States has a massive deficit in international trade because it is importing so many of the goods that it formerly produced and sold to other countries. As US-based corporations move their production out of the US to other countries that have low wages, the very basis for economic stability is undermined. In addition, the expenditures on hundreds of US military bases around the world, along with expenditures on active wars, create more of a looming crisis for the US economy. Europe has a similar dilemma, but without the same high expenditures on a war machine. So how can these developed countries reduce their growing trade deficits? Because they have become service economies to such a large degree, the answer has to be in expanding trade in services. One of the service areas in which the US has a trade surplus is education. The positive balance of trade for the United States, for example, is more than 12 billion dollars annually. This shift to trade in services has to be seen as key to understanding the negotiations currently taking place in the World Trade Organization in the lead up to the meeting of the WTO in Hong Kong in December. This round of the WTO was supposed to produce new rules that would assist the less developed countries to increase their development through reducing subsidies and tariffs on agricultural goods. The claim was that this would open new markets for less developed countries. However, in return, the US and Europe are demanding that the less developed countries open services, allowing for local services to face competition from services being sold by North American and European countries. The mechanism for opening services is the General Agreement on Trade in Services (GATS). This is a treaty that came into effect in 1995 when the World Trade Organization was created. In its initial form, only limited services were included, with many countries making only minimal commitments to public services that would be open to foreign competition. There is now, however, a great deal of pressure for countries to open up services, including education. A number of countries have already agreed to open up their education system to being covered under GATS. In many of these cases, it is likely that trade negotiators agreed to these without any consultation with education authorities or any idea of the potential impact on a country’s ability to direct their education system to focus on their educational needs. Opening education to trade under the WTO rules gives up important powers for people and their governments to shape education in ways that serve their own culture and society. Profit-making, transnational corporations will increasingly gain the ability to shape a country’s education. The impact will not be seen immediately. However, over a period of years, a country will lose more and more of its autonomy in education. This is because trade agreements—the GATS, or regional agreements like the FTAA and CAFTA—have built in to them two mechanisms that place more and more restrictions on government action. These two mechanisms operate as a wedge and a ratchet, to borrow tools as a metaphor. A wedge has a sharp edge on one side, but gets thicker as it goes to the side opposite the sharp edge. It is used in Canada to split wood for burning in fires to keep warm in snowy winters. The wedge starts by making a small cut in the wood, but as it is hit it goes further into the wood, and the thicker part splits the wood, breaking it apart into pieces. The trade agreement does this to services, such as education. Initially only small areas of education are covered, perhaps only aspects of education already private and commodified. But built in to these trade agreements are commitments to continue to negotiate to expand the liberalization of the rules, opening more and more to the trade rules. We are seeing this in Canada, where the business elites in Canada, the US and Mexico are pressuring the governments to open new negotiations to further integrate the economies of the three countries. So the trade agreement serves as a wedge to force open and privatize more and more of what have been considered social and human rights rather than commodified services. The ratchet is another tool that has its equivalent in the trade agreements. It is a tool that pulls a rope or a chain always in one direction, never allowing it to go backwards in the other direction. Trade agreements also include commitments that changes in the trade rules will always go in one direction, towards liberalizing the rules. Once an area is included in a trade agreement, it cannot be withdrawn by a country. If there is a change in government that wants to reclaim an important area like education for its national interests, it cannot do that without paying large penalties. It is for this reason, in particular, that opponents of neo-liberalism must do everything possible before agreements are signed. Change later, when the agreement is already in effect, becomes more costly and difficult. Countries face very real threats to ever gaining mastery of their social and economic futures, particularly if they lose control of their education system. Education is key to both maintaining cultural integrity and shaping economic and social development. So is there any good news about the negotiation of trade agreements? Yes. The good news is that it definitely is becoming more difficult to negotiate multilateral trade agreements. This meeting of the Summit of the Americas was supposed to finalize the agreement on the Free Trade in the Americas. However, little progress has been made and certainly the projected deadline has been missed. There are also warnings from the head of the World Trade Organization that there may not be an agreement achieved for the December meeting in Hong Kong. Because of the loss of momentum for global and large regional trade agreements, the United States, as well as Canada and Europe, have moved to create bi-lateral and smaller regional trade agreements. We have seen this in the Americas with treaties like the US-Chile Free Trade Agreement and the Canada-Chile Free Trade Agreement. I have done an analysis of the potential impact on education of the US-Chile Free Trade Agreement and it is available here in Spanish. Most of the elements apply in similar ways in other trade agreements. More recently, CAFTA, the Central America Free Trade Agreement, was ratified by most of the countries in Central America, and by only two votes in the US Congress. All of these agreements include education. These smaller trade agreements do not signal a change in the objectives. This is just a different strategy for promoting the interests of corporate capital. These bi-national or regional agreements are part of a process of creating many agreements that have the provisions that cannot be achieved in the global negotiations. Individual countries are more vulnerable to pressure from the US or Europe when dealing with one country at a time The objectives of those promoting trade agreements that include services have not changed. They have only changed strategies to smaller-scale negotiations that are harder to monitor and oppose. In response, our strategies much change as well. We must put more effort into research, analysis, and communication about these negotiations. We must also oppose these agreements before they are ratified, as our colleagues in Central America have done. We also have a new tool to use, particularly in opposing the inclusion of education in trade agreements. Only weeks ago, UNESCO agreed to a new treaty on protection of culture—a treaty opposed by the United States, which wants all culture to be seen only as a commodity. The UNESCO treaty must be ratified by 30 countries before coming into effect, but when it does it will provide a counter to the WTO, helping countries to resist making all culture a commodity subject to trade rules. No element, after all, is more central to culture than education. In conclusion, we must resist trade agreements that perpetuate global inequalities. We must resist including public services that are human rights in trade agreements. We must especially resist including education in trade agreements. Given the global nature of these agreements, we can only carry out this resistance if we work together and share our knowledge and analysis. Our resistance will only be successful through solidarity, supporting one another in the struggles.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/AdvocacyAndAction.aspx?id=5270&printPage=true,BCTF > Going to Victoria report, Chiara Anselmo  	BCTF Action and Advocacy  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Advocacy and Action > Lobbying > Going to Victoria Chiara Anselmo Kamloops Thompson Teachers’ Association Social Justice Advisory Committee Chiara is an elementary teacher in Kamloops (local #73). She lobbied NDP MLA Michael Sather (Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows) because her own MLA, Liberal Minister Claude Richmond cancelled their prearranged meeting. The main points Chiara conveyed to Michael Sather focussed on class-size limits, class composition challenges, support to students with special needs, and the lack of adequate resources for all students. Mr. Sather was interested in learning more about the points raised. He was very interested in staying in touch and being kept up-to-date on the issues. Chiara left a package of information for him to read. The experience was “wonderful!” says Chiara. She enjoyed the opportunity for a one-to-one meeting and was impressed with his interest. He asked a lot of questions to improve his understanding. Chiara says “I got the impression he really wanted to make things better for all BCTF teachers and BC’s students.” A highlight for Chiara was having lunch in the parliamentary dining room with NDP MLAs Michael Sather and Guy Gentner (Delta North). A real frustration expressed by Chiara was the inability to confirm a meeting date with her own Liberal MLA, Claude Richmond. Liberal MLA Claude Richmond contacted the BCTF. He wanted to ensure we understood that "there is always the possibility of House business having to take precedence on short notice". We thank him for taking the time and interest to contact us and reading the lobby reports. Chiara suggests that the BCTF consider doing another lobbying session of MLAs after the recommendations by Vince Ready are announced at the end of March. “I truly believe this is an excellent activity that the BCTF has implemented—lobbying MLAs.”)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media jthornthwaite last tweet "MLA @douglas_horne thanking @colemancountry for his work w/ housing for BC @LindaReimerMLA @bcliberals http://t.co/zR6bdVGcRI" @jthornthwaite - 02:03am Follow @jthornthwaite BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/PEA-Newsletter.aspx?id=21326&printPage=true,BCTF > PEA Newsletter #7, June 22, 2010  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Newsletters and Alerts > Public Ed. Advocates Newsletter > 2009-10 Archives Public Education Advocates Newsletter June 22, 2010, Issue #7 Government targets Vancouver trustees, ignores public education funding The reaction of the Vancouver School Board to the Comptroller-General Cheryl Wenezenki-Yolland’s report could have been played out in any school district in BC. Minister of Education Margaret MacDiarmid asked the comptroller-general to assist the Vancouver school board to ensure a balanced budget. The report criticized the Vancouver school board for carrying out their obligations to the community rather than taking actions necessary to please the Liberal government. The minister could have chosen any district in BC. The finding would be the same. All boards are cutting. Trustees are democratically elected with the expectation they serve within the guidelines set out in the School Act and the funding provided by the provincial government. A key role of trustees is to advocate on behalf of their communities. The comptroller-general (page 29 of the report), clearly puts a significant share of the blame for the 2010–11 budget short fall on the government. The Liberal government failed to provide the necessary long-range planning for public education and the necessary structure to hear concerns from the education partners. The numbers tell the real story Each budget year, the Ministry of Education says that the ministry is providing “more funding than ever” during a sustained period of declining student enrolment. The facts tell a different story! BC student/educator ratio is worse than the national average. Per capita spending in BC public schools is far below the national average. BC government spending on education in relation to the total provincial budget is steadily falling. Every area of student support has fewer specialist teachers. The number of classes with three or more students with IEPs continues to rise. Further cuts to funding are predicted for 2010–11. This will force school districts to dismantle more programs. Districts are obligated to take on more downloaded Liberal initiatives without adequate funding. Joan Axford of the BC Association of School Business Officials points to an increasing structural shortfall. The unstable and chronic annual underfunding of public education by the Liberal government has left boards with few choices in order to balance their budgets. School district budget cuts impact children in care and youth at risk Teachers have voiced their concerns that school boards are being forced to reduce student support services in almost every school district in the province. The BCTF has requested the representative for children and youth to formally investigate the impact of school district budget cuts on the direct services to students with special needs and the ESL/ESD programs in school districts throughout BC. Our members are reporting, boards are choosing to protect classroom positions at the expense of learning specialist teacher positions such as learning assistance, resource room teachers, ESL/ESD, counsellors, and teacher-librarians. Experienced learning specialist teachers who provided learning assistance, behaviour intervention, or counselling are being put back into classrooms. Students with special needs or learning disabilities will see less sustained contact time with a teacher in a class of 30 or more. As a result, students with special needs, especially children in care and youth at risk, will have diluted services and less contact time with learning specialist teachers. Cuts will further increase caseloads for learning specialist teachers which means less contact time for our most vulnerable students. Liberals bully locally elected government School board autonomy is being attacked by the Liberal government. Comments by the education minister over the past year are directed at school boards, including threats to replace boards failing to submit balanced budgets; amalgamating school boards; suggestions trustees are untrained and fiscally incompetent; and defending cuts to secondary school sports competitions by claiming secondary school athletes could replace school competitions by exercising or “dancing in the park.” The most recent plan to reduce school board autonomy is the introduction of a cost-saving scheme to centralize payroll and accounting services and substitute teacher (teacher on call) dispatch. Other mandated programs, such as the carbon-offset credits, have been forced on districts without consultation. School boards are now waiting for more surprises in the 2010–11 school year. Parents, students, and the general public fight education funding cuts The dramatic decline in funding for public schools has continued for almost a decade. Neighbourhood schools are disappearing. Class sizes have increased. Student-support services have dwindled. While declining enrolment was a factor in many districts, small declines do not result in substantial savings. Declines have usually been only a handful of students per school. Enrolments will be increasing due to Full-day Kindergarten and record birth rates. The other factor was the choice of the provincial government to reduce tax revenue through generous reductions in corporate taxes. More information? Need to know more about funding cuts to public education? Visit stopeducationcuts.org. See how BC community service groups, faith groups, and the art and culture groups are joining together by creating a blueprint for a Better BC  If you know of anyone interested in advocating for public education, forward this newsletter or ask them to visit www.bctf.ca/publications/PEA-Newsletter.aspx?id=21326  Anyone can join by registering for the Public Education Advocates newsletter at www.bctf.ca/signup.cfm?list=publicedadvocates. What can you do? Talk to your trustees to encourage your school board to speak out for local autonomy and funding. Write a letter to the editor of your community paper defending locally elected school boards. Join a local advocacy group to defend and speak out for the right to a fully funded public education.    )
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=30638,BCTF News Releases  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources   For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development News Release Archives 2014  2013  2012    2011 2010  2009  2008 2007  2006  Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2013 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  September 16, 2013 BCTF reinforces support for Truth and Reconciliation events with $100,000 in grants VANCOUVER – As part of its ongoing efforts to raise awareness and understanding of the legacy of residential schools, including the effects and intergenerational impacts on First Nations, Métis, and Inuit peoples, the BC Teachers’ Federation established a $100,000 grant program to help teachers from all over BC participate in this week’s national Truth and Reconciliation events in Vancouver, said BCTF President Jim Iker.      “BC teachers are committed to teaching the true history of residential schools and commemorating the lives of the thousands of Indigenous children who suffered many forms of abuse and even died as a result of the residential school experience,” said Iker. “As teachers, we fully support the Truth and Reconciliation Commission’s efforts and are continuing to work toward building new relationships between Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal people based on mutual understanding, respect, and collective action.”    Iker explained that the grant program was made available to all of the BCTF’s local unions to help cover the costs of teachers travelling to Vancouver to be part of the National Truth and Reconciliation events, including the education day on Thursday, September 19. Over 4,200 students and more than 200 teachers and support staff are expected to participate in Thursday’s Education Day.  “By bringing teachers down to Vancouver to participate in the truth and reconciliation events, our members will be able to return to their home communities with a deeper understanding of the legacy of residential schools,” said Iker. “Those teachers will then be able to work within their communities to build new relationships and pass on their knowledge to help other teachers and students address this tragic chapter in Canadian history.    “The BCTF’s support of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission is just one aspect of our long-standing commitment to promote an education for decolonization in the interest of, not only,  the Aboriginal children we teach, but all children. The BCTF is working to bring about positive change through Aboriginal education enhancement agreements, employment equity for Aboriginal teachers, and various anti-racism programs,” Iker said. “In addition, we’ve been pushing for changes to the provincial curriculum so that all students learn about the history of residential schools, a topic that has deliberately been obscured. It is in all of our interests that BC kids encounter Aboriginal history, culture, and understandings across the K–12 curriculum.”    Iker added that new BCTF initiatives are already making a difference across the province. For example, a new workshop—The Legacy of Residential Schools – will help teachers prepare lessons across a variety of grade levels and build relationships between Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal students and communities.    BC teachers have also led the way on a special initiative called the Project of Heart which brings residential school survivors into the classroom to share their personal stories. After hearing first-hand from survivors about their experiences, students designed small wooden tiles with images or words inspired by what they learned. Many of the thousands of tiles created were used to adorn a hand-carved cedar canoe that will be unveiled at the Truth and Reconciliation events. Across Canada, BC has had the highest rate of participation in this important project, with more than 250 schools involved.     “British Columbians should be very proud of the work teachers and students are doing to acknowledge and commemorate the past, take action in the present, and make positive change for our future,” said Iker.    For a full program of the TRC National events in Vancouver, click here.  -  30  - For more information, contact Rich Overgaard, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell). Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=23309,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 23, Number 7, May/June 2011 Supporting your local bargaining team By Glen Hansman Our collective agreements came about through a long history of struggle and initiative with teachers working together since the BCTF was founded in 1917. Over the years these agreements have played a key role in the welfare and worklife of teachers and in the quality of education we provide in public schools. Working together is something that has always served us well. Ken Novakowski points out in a Teacher article from September 1999 (see http://bit.ly/iVENTb), “From the beginning, BC teachers established that they were going to pursue their collective objectives with serious rigour when in 1919, Victoria teachers held a two-day strike to achieve a salary agreement. This was the first teacher strike in what was then referred to as the British Empire. From that point forward, BC teachers used job action, political action, and professional influence to help attain their goals.” That isn’t to say that there haven’t been setbacks. Certainly, Bills 27 and 28—the BC Liberal government’s legislation that removed class size, class composition, hours of work, integration, learning specialist teacher caseloads and ratios, and other language from our collective agreements—are among the worst setbacks, and their effects have been horrendous. We always need to remember what teachers sacrificed to get this language in the first place. BC teachers stood on the picket line for that language, they gave up salary and benefit improvements for that language, and they advocated forcefully at the bargaining table and with government to secure it. In April 2011, nearly a decade on from government’s taking that language away from us, the BC Supreme Court decided that the BC Liberal government’s actions were unconstitutional. And, through the court proceedings, we now know much more about the activities of government (which included Christy Clark, who was minister of education at the time) behind the scenes in the lead up to committing its unconstitutional acts during the 2001–02 school year (see Susan Lambert’s article below). This is only one part of the context in which we find ourselves bargaining at the provincial and the local tables. Having the privilege to travel around the province to speak to members and hear from them about bargaining, the court decision, and other issues of concern, I have found it remarkable how interested members are in the current round of bargaining. Many locals have been reporting the highest member turn-out in years at local meetings, and the questions that are being asked demonstrate that members have been paying attention to the bargaining bulletins arriving at their schools from the provincial and local tables. It is clear at this point, though, that the majority of school boards are not taking negotiations as seriously as they should be. Many school boards have only agreed to a handful of dates between now and the end of the school year. Several of them have shown little or passing interest in hearing from teacher locals about the important objectives and issues of concern that teachers in those locals have determined should be addressed at the local bargaining table. This is unacceptable. Conversations will be occurring this month about what steps we will need to take collectively to support the work of our local teams and to push individual trustees, their boards, and their management teams to get to local bargaining tables on a more frequent basis and to take seriously the objectives you have set through your locals. Glen Hansman is the BCTF second vice-president. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=14118,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > March 1997 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 9, Number 5, March 1997 Construction Technology for Women by Vickie Jensen It's 07:10, a time when many a teenager is hitting the snooze alarm and postponing the reality of the day's classes. But in one classroom at Templeton Secondary School, on Vancouver's East Side, a special group of students are already at work. They are in a brand new course, called Construction Technology for Women (CTW). Instructor Jim Scoten starts each session of this unique all-girl class with a "big picture" discussion of construction technology, emphasizing the variety of skills and technology required. Then he moves to the specific lesson--today it's basic drafting. He talks about the importance of accurate communication in drafting, noting that the person who designs a building may never talk to the person responsible for building it. Students get the point when he tells about the collapse of a Burnaby supermarket on opening day because of a mistake in reading the blueprints. This all-female class is just one part of a three-year federal pilot project to encourage young women to pursue technology education and expand their career options. Called Construction Technology for Women, the project offers two credit courses (level 1 and level 2), each followed by a summer internship with a local employer. Are students really interested? You bet. It was the students who opted to take this first level 1 course at 07:10, adding it to the course load they already carry. Starting next year, CTW courses will be offered at Templeton and Windermere secondary schools, in Vancouver, as part of their regular course offerings and timetable. Construction Technology for Women is offered in secondary schools at six sites across Canada: Vancouver, British Columbia, Balgonie, Saskatchewan, Winnipeg, Manitoba, Scarborough, Ontario, Cornwall, Ontario, and Foxtrap, Newfoundland. Only Vancouver will offer the pilot project at two schools--Templeton's first level 1 course is under way. Windermere will offer level 1 next fall. An initiative of WITT National Network (Women in Trades, Technology, Operations, and Blue Collar Work), the CTW project brings together industry, labour, education, and government. Through collaboration, they hope to assist in the development of a diverse, skilled work force for the future. As one of two co-ordinators for the Vancouver site, I see this partnering as one of the special strengths of the project. Each of the six sites is advised and assisted by a local council: reps from local industry and labour groups, parents, educators, and counsellors, all working to give young women the knowledge, skills, and confidence to explore promising careers in technology. Anabelle Paxton, the other site co-ordinator, believes such equity programs require sustained support on many fronts. Such efforts are necessary in light of sobering statistics: Women are 44% of the labour force but fewer than 10% of the technicians and technologists in Canada. In 1994, women were 32% of all doctors and dentists but only 19% of professionals in the natural sciences, engineering, and mathematics. (Status of Women Canada, 1996) Women predominate in low-paying and low-status jobs: clerical, sales, and service sectors. In comparison, men predominate in a wider range of jobs that are higher paying and higher status. The average weekly earnings for the accommodation and food-services sectors, where 60% of the employees are women, are $195.23; the average weekly earnings for construction workers, where only 6% of employees are women, are $680.79. Construction Technology for Women is a Youth Internship Project, funded federally by Human Resources Development Canada. For more information, contact Vancouver site co-ordinators Anabelle Paxton, (604) 255-4565, or Vickie Jensen, (604) 731-5565. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=27103,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 7, May/June 2012   BC Teacher-Librarians’s Association  By Heather Daly   The story of the BC Teacher-Librarians’ Association begins in 1939, when it was founded under the name “BC School Librarians’ Association.” It was in that year, for the first time, that “all forty-nine elementary schools [in Vancouver] had libraries, making Vancouver the only city in Canada with that level of service” (Obee 115). At that time, Victoria librarian Margaret Clay noted that the libraries in schools should include “gramophone records and good periodicals” (115). School libraries “…became more important in the instructional program, beginning in 1964, due to teaching methods that stressed independent learning and individualized instruction” (Haycock 22). In 1966, “The Department of Education conducted a Survey of British Columbia School Libraries giving support for a strong school library program to support inquiry and discovery learning” (22). The BC School Librarians’ Association officially became a PSA in 1967, and the association was a founding member of the PSA Council in 1971. In the mid-1970s, the term “teacher-librarian” was developed in BC to emphasize the teaching portion of the role and that the professional in the library was a teacher and BCTF member; concordantly, the school library came to be seen more as a classroom in its own right. In 1983, the BC School Librarians’ Association became the BC Teacher-Librarians’ Association to reflect the changed role. The term “teacher-librarian” is now commonly used throughout the world. Today, the BC Teacher-Librarians’ Association (BCTLA) offers: a year-round professional development program featuring an annual conference, webinars, and a summer institute. the annual Drop Everything and Read day which last year had over 60,000 participants, and other events including Love Your School Library Day. social media options, including seven blogs, three wikis, two Twitter accounts, a Ning, and a Facebook group. professional publications such as The Bookmark journal, school library position statements, and BCTLA book reviews. guides and tools for all BC educators, including The Points of Inquiry: A Framework for Information Literacy and the 21st-Century Learner and Ethics of Information Use: A Guide for Teachers. 14 awards and grants, including one to support teacher-librarian professional inquiry. resources and statistics to support school library and teacher-librarian advocacy efforts, including the results from BCTLA’s nearly 30 years of annual BC school library working and learning conditions surveys. It is important to note that from its inception, BCTLA has drawn its strength from its chapters. In addition to the initiatives and opportunities that are offered at the provincial level, the BCTLA’s chapters (local specialist associations) provide professional development, advocacy for school libraries and teacher-librarians, and promotion of inquiry-based reading and learning at the local level. The Central Okanagan Teacher-Librarians’ Association (COTLA), for example, annually organizes the COTLA Author Week, the Surrey Chapter of the BCTLA is involved in the Surrey Book of the Year program, and teacher-librarians in Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows organize Bookfest. Other BCTLA chapters provide even broader service to their communities, such as the Vancouver Teacher-Librarians’ Association’s support for the Intrepid Pens, a Downtown Eastside Vancouver women’s group focused on reading and writing. The BC Teacher-Librarians’ Association serves as an example to other associations. Beginning in the 2012–13 school year, BCTLA will be the subject of a two-year school library advocacy study sponsored by the American Association of School Librarians. The chair of the awards committee who scrutinized the grant application for the study noted that the research “has the potential to serve as a model for future school-library advocacy.” BCTLA has also recently been invited to join an international committee working to develop a school library advocacy toolkit. In 2014, the BC Teacher-Librarians’ Association will celebrate its 75th anniversary as a group of “Professionals—Serving School Libraries” in British Columbia. Heather Daly, president, BCTLA, www.bctf.ca/bctla  References:   Haycock, Ken. 2008. “School Libraries in Vancouver: Factors Affecting Development.” The Bookmark 48, 2: 19–25. Vancouver: British Columbia Teacher-Librarians Association. Obee, Dave. 2011. The Library Book: A History of Service to British Columbia. Vancouver: British Columbia Library Association.   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=27934,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 25, Number 1, September 2012   Adult ed programs all but eliminated  By Lynda Toews   The level of education of parents directly impacts the well-being of their children. It impacts their ability to provide for their children, and the degree of success those children are likely to have in school. There is an invisible but growing issue regarding poverty and access to education among adults. The issue isn’t so much that we see impoverished students, although we do, but over the years, we see fewer and fewer of them. The adult programs have become less and less accessible to families, communities, and individuals struggling with poverty. In fact, the numbers of adult education students living in poverty is diminishing (my observation and that of many of my colleagues—who would fund such a study?) because of various factors, most especially the hydra heads of funding and accessibility. There are inadequate spaces for the need, but this fact is lost because the programs have become less and less accessible to the people who need them the most. Location is a key aspect of this. People living in poverty don’t have the time or the resources to access transit to travel to a remote location for classes. Adult education programs in a number of Lower Mainland districts are located well away from the neighbourhoods of highest need. They are accessible to adults who drive cars, and who either have no young children, or who can arrange or afford childcare while they are not earning wages. Furthermore, self-paced programs have been all but eliminated in the Lower Mainland. These were programs that provided flexibility to students working shifts, those whose employment was insecure and irregular, or those with health or transportation issues. These programs also provided the one-on-one attention required by students struggling with substance abuse, mental health issues, or greater educational needs. What these programs could never provide is excess revenue. It is not possible to give one-on-one instruction to the equivalent of 30 students per class. The students who most desperately need these programs will not find success in overfull, structured classes. They become another statistic, another example of the poor success rates in adult education programs, which are, of course, the teacher’s fault. In Surrey, we are told that these programs have been dropped because they are “unsustainable.” In Vancouver, we read of the consultant’s recommendation of “ending continuing education programs that don’t make money.” (“Deloitte review of B.C. education spending prompts concerns about privatization,” Janet Steffenhagen, Vancouver Sun, August 16, 2012) This is an astonishing phrase; it isn’t enough that the program overall is more than self-sustaining, but that each part of the program must be revenue-generating. Aside from the tragedy that this represents for those adults sinking deeper into poverty, it reveals an attitude endemic to the administration of adult education programs: the prime objective is not education, but profit. There are two groups of adults who desperately need access to appropriate adult learning opportunities—Aboriginal adults and immigrant adults. Drop-out rates are high among both of these groups of people, as is the incidence of poverty. Access to appropriate education services for each group would have an impact on their poverty, and that of their children, but it might not be easy or inexpensive to provide. These students don’t need “continuing education”—they need to be able to successfully complete their education as adults in a more appropriate and responsive environment than the one that failed them before. A self-paced program may not be the appropriate model for these adults, but rest assured, the appropriate environment is unlikely to generate income. Why should it be? No one should make a profit on the poverty of others and fixing your mistakes should never be considered a revenue-generating opportunity.  Lynda Toews, chairperson, BCTF Adult Education Advisory Committee    Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=25044,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 4, January/February 2012     From dream to reality: Why implementation is as important as goal-setting in e-learning  By Tony Bates   Two recent developments have brought home clearly the need to consider and discuss implementation strategies at the same time as setting educational goals. The following two publications discuss two remarkably similar sets of goals for education, one developed in Europe and one here on the West Coast of British Columbia. British Columbia (2011) BC Education Plan, Victoria: Ministry of Education Redecker, C. et al. (2011) The Future of Learning: Preparing for Change, Seville Spain: Institute for Prospective Technological Studies, JRC, European Commission I have already commented on the European report (http://tinyurl.com/82kgten). The BC plan is focused on schools rather than post-secondary education, but the goals are remarkably similar: Personalized learning for every child Quality teaching and learning Flexibility and choice High standards Learning powered by technology. What’s not to like about this? Well, the BC Teachers’ Federation’s newsmagazine, Teacher, raises some interesting questions about these motherhood statements: The first question, which applies equally to the European report, is one about resources. (Kuehn, L. “Experiments with kids’ learning,” Teacher, Vol. 24, No. 3, 2011 ) There is no money attached to what in BC will be major changes to the way children will learn and teachers will teach, although the Ministry recognizes that professional development (read “in-service training of teachers”) will be critical for the success of this change. It should also be noted that the teachers in BC are currently in stalled negotiations with the government, which has offered no increases over the next three years: hardly an atmosphere conducive to change. Second, Kuehn is concerned that there is a conflict between the idea of personalized learning plans for students and the ministry’s requirement that these learning plans meet predetermined learning outcomes (e.g., detailed competency performance targets) that will be set by the ministry. Kuehn fears that a teacher will have to develop a different learning plan for every student—up to 200 per teacher in a high school. Let’s be clear about this. While guidelines about expectations are important, personalized learning requires a great deal of flexibility on the part of the teacher to ascertain needs, set realistic learning goals within the constraints of available time, and manage the learning experience, which runs completely contrary to recent moves by governments around the world to set standardized performance measures. This means putting much more trust in the professionalism of teachers. So it is not just the teachers who will need to make some major changes in attitude if these goals are to be successfully implemented. (I speak from experience—my first job was as a teacher in a small rural school in Britain in 1964 with 42 children ranging in age from seven to eleven, and including all levels of ability. Personalized learning is not new.) A third concern is with the technology goal. There are two objections in the Teacher. The first is in Kuehn’s article. The government wants to allow children to bring their own technology to class—iPads, iPhones, etc. Kuehn’s concern is obvious—what about equality of access? Kids from poorer homes will be disadvantaged. I would have been less concerned about this criticism if I had seen something in the plan about providing extra technology resources (e.g., equipment that students could borrow) for schools in poorer neighbourhoods (and yes, we do have those here). The second objection comes from Jim McMurtry, a secondary school teacher. This is a general attack on fully online learning. A lot of it reads like the old David Noble arguments, driven by a concern that the government wants to use technology to save money on teachers and schools, but there is a point here that I think is worth further consideration, and that is, what is an appropriate balance between online and face-to-face teaching for students of different ages? How much time do we want a seven-year-old to spend on a computer as part of their studies? I have to confess to feeling a lot more comfortable arguing for fully online learning for adult learners than I do for young children. Again, this is a question of finding the appropriate balance. The third concern is the timeline. Kuehn claims the plan calls for a six-month process where the ministry will work with “education partners” (read “teachers and parents”) to implement the plan, which involves no less than a complete redesign of teaching from Grades K to 12. At the end of the day, I do fully support the BC Ministry of Education’s goals for the K–12 sector. The emphasis on personalized learning, skills development and technology integration are all right on target. In George Abbott, BC has the brightest and best minister of education in the 21 years since I’ve been living in the province. BUT, you have to give as much attention to implementation as to goals. The Education Plan is no more than 800 words long and with no details about implementation. In particular, teachers must be onside for these strategies to work. BC has a history of vitriolic and toxic relationships between government and the teachers’ union that goes back before even my time in BC. However, even in a jurisdiction with good relationships between government and teachers, extensive consultation and collaborative working will be essential to bring about the changes proposed here. Some additional resources need to be found to support the changes, particularly regarding in-service training of teachers, but also to ensure equity in access to modern technology. And this kind of change isn’t going to happen in six months; it needs to be spread out over several years. So I look forward to seeing the government’s implementation plan, which I hope will be done in collaboration with the teachers, and not imposed on them. To do this, the government has to get the bargaining settled and off the table if it is to have any hope of getting any progress on the educational changes that are much needed and in the right direction.  Tony Bates specializes in consultancy and training in the planning and management of e-learning and distance education.  Source: Tony Bates blog, reprinted with permission (tonybates.ca)  Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141007,play.google.com,https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.huffingtonpost.android&hl=de,Huffington Post - Android-Apps  auf Google Play Suche Bilder Maps Play YouTube News Gmail Drive Mehr Kalender Übersetzer Mobile Books Wallet Shopping Blogger Fotos Videos Noch mehr » Account Options Anmelden Apps Meine Apps Einkaufen Spiele Empfehlungen Filme Meine Filme Einkaufen Filme TV Filmstudios Fernsehsender Musik Meine Musik Einkaufen Bücher Meine Bücher Einkaufen Lehrbücher Kiosk Mein Kiosk Einkaufen Geräte Einkaufen Store Meine Play-Aktivitäten Meine Wunschliste Code einlösen Geschenkkarte kaufen Play-Guthaben kaufen Kategorien Bücher & Nachschlagewerke Büro Comics Effizienz Finanzen Fotografie Gesundheit & Fitness Kommunikation Lernen Lifestyle Live-Hintergründe Medien & Videos Medizin Musik & Audio Nachrichten & Zeitschriften Personalisierung Reisen & Lokales Shopping Software & Demos Soziale Netzwerke Sport Tools Unterhaltung Verkehr Wetter Widgets Spiele Abenteuer Action Arcade Brettspiele Familie Geduldsspiele Gelegenheitsspiele Kartenspiele Kasino Lernspiele Musik Quizspiele Rennsport Rollenspiele Simulation Sportspiele Strategie Worträtsel Startseite Top-Charts Neuerscheinungen Meine Bestellungen Einstellungen Android Geräte-Manager Huffington Post HuffingtonPost.com - 1. Oktober 2014 Nachrichten & Zeitschriften 1 Installieren Zur Wunschliste hinzufügen Wird hinzugefügt... Zur Wunschliste hinzugefügt Entfernen Wird entfernt... Gerätekompatibilität wird geladen... (20.440) Beschreibung Sie erhalten in Echtzeit alle Meldungen aus der mit dem Pulitzerpreis ausgezeichneten Huffpost-Nachrichtenredaktion. Mit der App können Sie andere an Ihrer Meinung teilhaben lassen: Kommentieren Sie Artikel, teilen Sie Ihre Lieblingsbeiträge mit Freunden, Familie und Kollegen in Ihren sozialen Netzwerken. Die neue universelle Version der App wird von Mobiltelefonen und Tablets unterstützt. Sie hat eine einzigartige Funktion: den Nachtmodus. Außerdem können Sie Beiträge herunterladen, um sie offline zu lesen. Die App ist global — sie bietet Ihnen das beste aus allen internationalen Ausgaben, darunter die USA, Großbritannien, Kanada, Frankreich, Spanien, Italien und Japan. Weitere Infos Sie müssen diese App installieren, um eine Bewertung schreiben zu können. Für Google Play-Bewertungen wird jetzt Google+ verwendet. So können Sie Meinungen von Personen, die Ihnen wichtig sind, leichter einsehen. Neue Bewertungen werden öffentlich mit Ihrem Google+ Profil verknüpft. Bei früheren Bewertungenn erscheint Ihr Name als "Ein Google-Nutzer". Bei Google+ registrieren Für Google Play-Bewertungen wird jetzt Google+ verwendet. So können Sie Meinungen von Personen, die Ihnen wichtig sind, leichter einsehen. Neue Bewertungen werden öffentlich mit Ihrem Google+ Profil verknüpft. Bei früheren Bewertungenn erscheint Ihr Name als "Ein Google-Nutzer". Weiter Bewertung schreiben Bewertung senden Meine Bewertung Bewertung von Bewertungen Nützlichkeit Neueste Bewertung Nützlichkeit Bewertung schreiben 3,8 20.440 insgesamt 5 8.981 4 5.246 3 2.167 2 1.278 1 2.734 Kevin Chick Einloggen nicht möglich Die App crasht jedes Mal, wenn ich mich einloggen möchte. Könnt euch gerne bei mir melden um den Fehler zu beheben. Benutzername: Derune Alexander Reinders Flash Player Warum lassen sich Filmbeiträge von Huffpost auf Focus Online betrachten, aber nicht direkt auf der Huffpost App? Muss man das verstehen? Dzenan Hadzifejzovic Die beste Nachrichten App Eine der bislang besten Nachrichten Apps überhaupt. Nutze sie auch schon seit dem sie besteht würd ich jetzt glatt behaupten. 2 Kritikpunkte. 1. Ich kann mich nicht einloggen. 2. Mittlerweile sind echt viele Videos darunter, fand es vorher besser als es bei einfachen Artikeln blieb ohnr irgendwelche komischen Focus Video Berichte. Sonst gute Arbeit. Nachrichten Updates sind schneller als von z.B. Ntv oder N24 ! Niklas Rausch Prinzipiell gut Aber wieder mal mein Land nicht dabei :-( Ich möchte nicht laufend deutsche Nachrichten lesen Noctem Nox Facebookzwang Schöne Aufmachung. Gute, teils kontrovers Artikel. Zuviele Videos. Auf Grund des Facebookzwangs bei der Kommentarfunktion wären aber 0 Sterne angebracht. Corny Witt Tip top Super App, immer aktuelle und lesenswerte Themen. Ansprechende Ausmachung und coole Bedienung Bewertungen von Nutzern Kevin Chick 21. Juli 2014 Einloggen nicht möglich Die App crasht jedes Mal, wenn ich mich einloggen möchte. Könnt euch gerne bei mir melden um den Fehler zu beheben. Benutzername: Derune Vollständige Bewertung Alexander Reinders 2. Oktober 2014 Flash Player Warum lassen sich Filmbeiträge von Huffpost auf Focus Online betrachten, aber nicht direkt auf der Huffpost App? Muss man das verstehen? Vollständige Bewertung Dzenan Hadzifejzovic 5. August 2014 Die beste Nachrichten App Eine der bislang besten Nachrichten Apps überhaupt. Nutze sie auch schon seit dem sie besteht würd ich jetzt glatt behaupten. 2 Kritikpunkte. 1. Ich kann mich nicht einloggen. 2. Mittlerweile sind echt viele Videos darunter, fand es vorher besser als es bei einfachen Artikeln blieb ohnr irgendwelche komischen Focus Video Berichte. Sonst gute Arbeit. Nachrichten Updates sind schneller als von z.B. Ntv oder N24 ! Vollständige Bewertung Niklas Rausch 12. September 2014 Prinzipiell gut Aber wieder mal mein Land nicht dabei :-( Ich möchte nicht laufend deutsche Nachrichten lesen Vollständige Bewertung Noctem Nox 4. September 2014 Facebookzwang Schöne Aufmachung. Gute, teils kontrovers Artikel. Zuviele Videos. Auf Grund des Facebookzwangs bei der Kommentarfunktion wären aber 0 Sterne angebracht. Vollständige Bewertung Corny Witt 6. Juli 2014 Tip top Super App, immer aktuelle und lesenswerte Themen. Ansprechende Ausmachung und coole Bedienung Vollständige Bewertung Danka 3005 28. Juli 2014 Super App mit cooler Optik und guter Themenmischung, macht von allen Nachrichtenseiten am meisten Spaß! Vollständige Bewertung Boris Seifert 17. Juli 2014 Night and Dark Mode broken Dark modes only work in menus and article list. Articles are still black on white. Useless. Vollständige Bewertung Andi Zachariades 8. Juli 2014 Super! Gehört für mich mit zu den besten nachrichten-Apps. Vollständige Bewertung Calvin Friedrichs 17. September 2014 Super Nachrichten App Die Push Benachrichtigungen sind schon direkt mit Bildern und Titel versehen. Eine sehr Stabile und liebevoll programmierte App. Ist seit ca. 1 Woche zu meinen "must have"-Apps gelandet :-) Klare weiterempfehlung ! Vollständige Bewertung Rainer Waiblinger 23. September 2014 Login geht leider nicht. Eine werbefreie Version für kleines Geld würde ich begrüßen. Vollständige Bewertung Stephan Ziegler 2. Juli 2014 Oberflächlich Oberflächlich eine gute App, die technisch funktioniert. Enttäuscht bin ich vom Niveau der Berichte, die gefühlt kaum mehr als 3 Sätze umfassen. Alle Videos, die ich gesehen hab kommen vom Focus. Vollständige Bewertung Irmo Riemer 11. September 2014 Nich schlecht, aber... Viele interessante Themen, aber: wäre gut wenn es eine kleinere Schriftgröße als klein gibt. Klein ist bei mir das, was bei anderen Apps Normal ist. Vollständige Bewertung Christine Roesler 30. August 2014 New Zwischen den ganzen Medien spannend und unterhaltsam zu sein ... Cool Vollständige Bewertung Mike Wi 17. September 2014 Nicht perfekt Für meinen Geschmack sind etwas zu viele Videos enthalten. Aber genau so sind mehr oder weniger interessante Berichte und Nachrichten vertreten. Für mich ein guter Zeitvertreib wenn ich mal etwas andere Nachrichten lesen möchte. Vollständige Bewertung Nobby We 21. Juli 2014 Super app Sehr gut zu bedienen und auch Inhaltlich top Vollständige Bewertung Tobias Boehnke 21. August 2014 Die neue Nr.1 Flüssig, schnell, informativ. Vollständige Bewertung acht bitz 28. September 2014 sehr zufrieden um nicht zu sagen befriedigent Vollständige Bewertung Bernhard Hirsch 20. Juli 2014 Prima app Optisch toll gemacht und eine prima News Quelle. Weiter so! Vollständige Bewertung Evgeny Shneerson 24. September 2014 Mangelhafter video player Mal im ernst , ich lese Huffpost am liebsten, weil da auch nicht nur einseitige Politik sondern auch interessante Artikel von Gott weiß wenn stehen. Aber euer video player ist so ein Schrott, das kann doch nicht sein, dass ich um Videos zu sehen, in den Browser verwiesen werde. Ihr Spiel Videos von Fokus online ab , vielleicht guckt ihr mal wie sie das problem gelöst haben , und macht das ordentlich. Die momentane Browserlösung ist einfach schlampige Programmiererarbeit. Vollständige Bewertung Neue Funktionen Sehen Sie, welche News ihre Freunde auf Facebook posten. Social News sind Artikel und Videos, die ihre Freunde von verschiedenen News-Quellen teilen. Bleiben Sie zusätzlich auf den Laufenden mit dem HuffPost Live Blog. Aktualisierte Navigation und verbesserte Kommentarfunktion Weitere Infos Weitere Informationen Aktualisiert 1. Oktober 2014 Größe Variiert je nach Gerät Installationen 1.000.000–5.000.000 Aktuelle Version Variiert je nach Gerät Erforderliche Android-Version: Variiert je nach Gerät Einstufung des Inhalts Stufe 2 - Mittel Berechtigungen Details ansehen Bericht Als unangemessen melden Angeboten von HuffingtonPost.com Entwickler Website besuchen E-Mail an android@huffingtonpost.com senden Datenschutzerklärung Ähnlich BBC News BBC Worldwide (Ltd) 1 Kostenlos Get the latest world and regional news from the BBC’s global network of more than 2000 journalists. From breaking news, to business, entertainment, technology, the arts and sport, all divided into clear sections, this free app lets you watch video reports, listen to live radio and read the latest updates wherever you are. Key features:  • All the latest news as it happens  • Watch or listen to the latest news headlines  • Opt in for breaking news push notifications  • Download the latest stories when you have a signal and then read them offline at your leisure  • Share stories to a range of social networks, or email/SMS to a friend  • Personalise the home screen by adding, removing and re-ordering news categories to suit your preferences  • Listen live to BBC World Service radio  • Home screen widgets to keep you up to date  • Settings to allow the app to automatically update in the background  • Set text size to suit your preferences  • Ability to send stories, video, and photos directly to the BBC News team  • Full range of News categories: Top stories, US & Canada, Europe, Latin America, Asia, Middle East, Africa, UK, Technology, Business, Features & Analysis, Science & Environment, Entertainment & Arts, Health, Also In The News, Sport  • Ability to store the app on the SD card. Widgets will not be available if you choose to use this function. This is a feature of the Android system. *Currently unavailable for devices running 2.2 and below. We are working on a fix and this will be available soon. Version 2.4.4:  • Push notifications for big breaking news stories  • Landscape support for all devices  • Various bug fixes including an issue that occasionally caused duplicate push notifications. If you choose to receive push notifications, a unique identifier relating to your device will be stored by ProcessOne on behalf of the BBC to provide you with the service. No other personal data relating to you (such as a username or email address) is processed. The BBC will keep your information secure and not share it with anyone else in accordance with the BBC’s Privacy and Cookies Policy, available at http://www.bbc.co.uk/privacy/ You can choose to unsubscribe from push notifications in the app’s settings screen. Permissions:  • INTERNET: Used to get the latest news content from the BBC  • ACCESS_NETWORK_STATE: Used to determine whether you are on 3G or WiFi to deliver the best quality content  • WAKE_LOCK: Used if you enable background updates in settings  • GET_ACCOUNTS: Used to determine if your device is capable of receiving Push messages  • C2D_RECEIVE/C2D_MESSAGE: Used to receive Push messages if you opt in 1 Kostenlos CNN Breaking US & World News CNN 1 Kostenlos CNN connects you to the world -- wherever you are. The redesigned CNN App for Android has been rebuilt and redesigned for use on both your phone and tablet. Stay informed with the latest headlines and original stories from around the globe. Follow up-to-the-minute reporting with breaking news alerts and live video. Share stories and videos and comment on top stories. •Get breaking news alerts and follow stories as they develop. •Go beyond the surface with international, politics, opinion, tech and entertainment stories and more. •Watch video clips and coverage of live events as they unfold. View your favorite CNN shows live (as available, check with your cable, satellite or telecommunications provider). •Contribute a story or opinion to CNN iReport by uploading photos and video directly from your app. Follow other iReporters and see stories from their points of view. •Access your local weather information, including current and extended forecasts. •Browse photo galleries related to today’s news. •Sync your Samsung Galaxy Gear to your CNN app and receive breaking news and top stories on your wearable device (available on select Android phones). The CNN App may ask your permission to access certain functions on your device such as location, network connection, camera and social media accounts. Doing so can enhance some features of your app such as weather forecasts, iReport submissions and ability to share stories with your social networks. The CNN App may also ask your permission for “phone calls” to allow you to call CNN regarding story ideas or general feedback. CNN respects your privacy and would never misuse your personal information. Have questions or feedback on the CNN App? E-mail us at Android@cnn.com. We are always looking for suggestions on how to provide the best experience possible for you. 1 Kostenlos USA TODAY USA TODAY 1 Kostenlos The nation’s news from USA TODAY is accessible 24/7 on your Android phone or tablet. Staying informed has never been this quick, easy or enjoyable. Headlines - Browse the latest headlines in our News, Sports, Life, Money, Tech, Travel and Opinion sections. Stories are updated 24/7 and can be shared via e-mail, Twitter, Facebook or any sharing app you download on your device. Scores - Check out the latest sports scores for the NFL, MLB, NBA, NHL, MLS, college football and college basketball. Weather - Get current conditions, forecasts, and radar maps, and save them for up to ten locations. Photos - Enjoy beautiful photo galleries, including the Day in Pictures, Day in Sports, and Day in Celebrities—you can flip through the day's best photos or play them back as a slideshow and share your favorites with friends. We’ve also added the Editorial Cartoon gallery to the Opinion section. Snapshots - Check out our signature Snapshots in News, Money, Sports, and Life, and vote to see Quick Question results in each one. Offline Reading - Save and read USA TODAY content offline, even when you don't have a connection. *NEW for Android 2.3+ Users: Customized Alerts - Get Breaking News alerts and alerts from USA TODAY sections including News, Sports, Life, Money, or Tech. Choose up to six categories and know more about everything as it happens. *NEW for Android 2.3+ Users: Quiet Time - Set times when an alert won’t initiate a light, sound, or vibration on your device. 1 Kostenlos Google News & Wetter Google Inc. 1 Kostenlos Ihre umfassende und personalisierte Ansicht für Leitartikel, lokale Nachrichten und Wettervorhersagen • Artikel aus 65.000 Veröffentlichungen • Durch Wischen auf Kategorien wie "Schlagzeilen", "Technologie", "Sport" und "Wetter" zugreifen • Layout mit einer Auswahl aus 60 länderspezifischen Ausgaben, Startseiten-Widgets und personalisierten Nachrichtenbereichen wie "Hollywood", "NASA", "Mode" oder anderen Kategorien personalisieren • Durch Tippen auf einen Artikel verschiedene Kommentare aufrufen, einschließlich ausführlicher Artikel, "Meinungen" und lokale Ansichten 1 Kostenlos NYTimes – Aktuelle Nachrichten The New York Times Company 1 Kostenlos Wir stellen vor: die New York Times-App für Android. Die App ist nur auf Englisch verfügbar. Erleben Sie den preisgekrönten Journalismus der The New York Times. Erhalten Sie die aktuellsten Nachrichten im eleganten Design mit verbesserter Bildqualität und Multimedia sowie übersichtlicher Navigation. Bleiben Sie über Nachrichten aus aller Welt, nationale Nachrichten, Wirtschaft, Kunst, Technologie, Mode, Sport, Essen, Reisen, Meinungen und mehr informiert. Des Weiteren enthält die NYTimes-App unsere internationale Ausgabe mit den aktuellsten Nachrichten sowie Nachrichten und kulturellen Inhalten aus unseren Redaktionsbüros auf der ganzen Welt. Sie ist die „App-Wahl der Redakteure“ und eine der beliebtesten Apps auf Google Play. Mit der The New York Times-App tragen Sie Ihre Lieblingszeitung immer bei sich, egal, wo oder wann Sie sie lesen möchten. Mit uns stehen aktuelle Nachrichten, Nachrichten aus aller Welt und nationale Nachrichten per Knopfdruck bereit. Laden Sie die NYTimes-App für Android heute KOSTENLOS herunter und werden Sie Abonnent, um die ersten 14 Tage gratis zu erhalten. Nutzer können monatlich bis zu zehn Artikel aus beliebigen Rubriken kostenlos lesen. App-Funktionen: • Sehen Sie sich exklusive Videos und preisgekrönte Fotografien an • „Aktuellste Nachrichten“-Benachrichtigung – erfahren Sie Neuigkeiten zuerst • Erhalten Sie die aktuellsten Nachrichten in geringerer Zeit mit automatischer Hintergrundaktualisierung • Speichern Sie NYT-Artikel, um sie später auf dem Gerät Ihrer Wahl zu lesen (Web, Phone, Tablet) • Personalisieren Sie Ihre Nachrichtenerfahrung mit Startansicht-Widgets • Teilen Sie Artikel, Fotos und Videos von The Times per Facebook, Twitter, E-Mail und SMS • Lehnen Sie sich zurück und lassen Sie sich die aktuellsten NYT-Nachrichten durch die „Text-in-Sprache“-Funktion laut vorlesen • Schonen Sie Ihre Augen mit dem „Nacht-Modus“ durch eine geringere Bildschirmhelligkeit beim Lesen • Sie haben vor Kurzem Weltnachrichten oder nationale Nachrichten verpasst? Nutzen Sie die Schnellsuche nach Thema, Name oder Interesse • Nehmen Sie an den Unterhaltungen teil – lesen und schreiben Sie Kommentare zu Artikeln oder nutzen Sie die „Sprache-in-Text“-Funktion, um Ihre Kommentare zu diktieren • Erhalten Sie eine tägliche Fotovorschau der Top-Stories in Ihren Android-Benachrichtigungen • Sie haben einen Samsung Style Pen (S Pen)? Kommentieren Sie Artikel per Hand und speichern Sie Ihre Notizen für später Abonnieren Sie jetzt, um unbegrenzten Zugang zu unserem preisgekrönten Journalismus und die ersten 14 Tage kostenlos über Google Play zu erhalten.* Preise für Abonnements reichen von monatlich 14,99 USD (Smartphone und Web) über 19,99 USD (Tablet und Web) bis hin zu 34,99 USD (All Digital Access, beinhaltet Tablet- und Smartphone-Apps). Alle Abonnements werden automatisch verlängert. Feedback? Vorschläge? Probleme? Kontaktieren Sie bitte unser Support-Team unter android@nytimes.com. Wir werden unser Bestmögliches geben, um Ihnen zu helfen. Ihr Feedback ist uns wichtig. *Aktionsangebote nur für neue Abonnenten. Smartphone- und Tablet-Apps werden nicht auf allen Geräten unterstützt. Preise sind in US-Dollar angegeben; regionale Preise sind in über 55 Ländern verfügbar. Die App ist nur auf Englisch verfügbar. Es gelten weitere Einschränkungen. 1 Kostenlos Presseschau Pinenuts Android Developers 1 Kostenlos Mit Presseschau können Sie die wichtigsten deutschen, österreichische, schweizerischen und ausländischen Zeitungen durchsuchen, mit nur einer leichten und schnellen App. Nützlich, um einen Überblick über die neuesten Nachrichten zu erhalten, und die vergleichen zwischen den verschiedenen Zeitungen. HINWEIS **: Die App ist jetzt in mehreren Sprachen verfügbar, und die Nachrichten nach der Sprache Ihres Telefons gewählt werden. Sie können das Land der Zeitungen durch die Einstellungen auswählen. Es gibt alle Haupt Zeitungen, die freie Artikel lesen erlauben. Alle Nachrichten kommen auf Titelseiten, mit: Breaking News, Sport, Politik, Wirtschaft, Klatsch und Tratsch, Aktualität, usw... Verfügbare Zeitungen für Deutschland: * Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung (FAZ) * Spiegel Online * Handelsblatt * Süddeutsche * Zeit * Bild * Morgenpost * Die Welt * Frankfurter Rundschau (FR) * Der Tagesspiegel * BZ-Berlin * Tageszeitung (TAZ) * Deutsche Welle (DW) * Neues Deutschland (ND) * Der Spiegel * Der Stern * Focus * Rheinische Post * Augsburger Allgemeine * Berliner Zeitung * Braunschweiger Zeitung Verfügbare Zeitungen für Österreich: * Krone * Heute * Kleine Zeitung * Österreich OE24 * Kurier * Oberösterreichische Nachrichten (OÖ) * Die Presse * Der Standard * Tiroler Tageszeitung (TT) * Salzburger Nachrichten * Wiener Zeitung * Austrian Times * WirtschaftsBlatt für Schweiz: * Neue Zürcher Zeitung (NZZ) * 20 Minuten * Blick * Tages Anzeiger * Aargauer Zeitung * Basler Zeitung (BaZ) * Berner Zeitung (BZ) * St. Galler Tagblatt * TagesWoche Die App ist derzeit eine Beta. Wenn Sie Anregungen, Vorschläge für Verbesserungen, oder Einbeziehungen anderer Zeitungen haben, senden Sie bitte eine E-Mail an pinenutsdev@gmail.com, so dass wir eingreifen können. Features: * Sehr schnelle und leichte Newsreader App * User-Interface ist sofort und einfach zu bedienen * Für niedrige Bandbreite und hohe Download-Geschwindigkeit optimiert * Machen Sie es möglich, einen Artikel zwischen verschiedenen Zeitungen vergleichen * Wählen Sie nur die Zeitungen Sie wollen und deren Reihenfolge ändern * Titelseite der wichtigsten Zeitungen in Ihrem Land mit all den Strömungen Nachrichten und Geschichten über Politik Verbrechen Klatsch sport Regierung Steuern Krise Wirtschaft Finanzen * Viele Länder unterstützt: USA, Großbritannien, Indien, Deutschland, Frankreich, Italien, Niederlande, Spanien, Mexiko, Argentinien, China, Taiwan * Teilen Sie die Nachrichten mit Freunden über Mail, soziale Netzwerke, Facebook, Twitter, WhatsApp oder jede andere Anwendung, die Sie installiert haben * Das Beste für die tägliche Leser Presseschau ist nicht verbunden und hat keine Beziehung mit den oben genannten Zeitungen. Schätzen Sie Presseschau als ein Vehikel für die Anzeige von Nachrichten, die schon bekannt im Internet sind. Presseschau kann nicht verantwortlich in irgendeiner Weise für und über sein Nachrichten werden. 1 Kostenlos Fox News FOX News Network, LLC 1 Kostenlos Follow dynamic, real-time reporting from Fox News in the enhanced app for Android, rebuilt from the ground up. Get comprehensive coverage of the day’s hottest stories with Fox News alerts, Fair and Balanced headlines, live streaming video through Fox News Go, vibrant photo galleries, and the latest video clips from your favorite shows on demand! Video - With Fox News Go, 24/7 live Fox News Channel and Fox Business Network anytime, anywhere* - View streaming coverage of live events and exclusive programming available only online Multitasking - Browse the latest headlines while watching Fox News live coverage and clips on demand - Adjust the player size to you preference – go full screen by flipping your phone into landscape or shrink it down to audio only. Watch it your way Breaking News & Alerts - Subscribe to Fox News Alerts to follow breaking news as it happens - Keep an eye on the Breaking News Hub to stay up to date on a story as it unfolds Enhanced News Format - Articles now offer related content – view videos, slideshows, and lists for the news that matters to you Shows - View the latest videos from the #1 cable news shows and anchors on Fox News Channel - Connect with your favorite shows and news personalities on Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, and more directly from the app Please Note: - The Fox News 2.0 app is available for 4.0 and up - Saved articles and weather preferences will not transfer to version 2.0 - Users will need to re-enter credentials for their cable, satellite, and telco providers to watch Fox News Channel and Fox Business Network live - Fox News Radio has been removed from the app, download the Fox News Radio app on the Google Play to listen live * An authorized pay TV subscription is required in order to watch live FOX News Channel and FOX Business Network. 1 Kostenlos NewsHunt : India News | eBooks Ver sé Innovation 1 Kostenlos ★ Top 10 Consumer Mobile Apps in India - Nielsen Consumer Rankings ★ ★ Must Have App - Live Mint ★ ★ World Class app from Indian App Developer - Next Big What ★ ★ Winner GSMA Mobile Award for Best Mobile Publishing Product ★ ★ Winner mBillionth Award for News & Journalism ★ Join over 50 million people in India who love and use NewsHunt to read News, eBooks and Magazines in 12 languages. NewsHunt brings together largest collection of regional language news & ebooks from the world. NEWS FEATURES • Read News from National & Regional Newspapers, Websites & other News sources • Support for 11 Indian languages, even if your phone doesn't support the language & font. Latest news available in Hindi, Malayalam, Tamil, Telugu, Kannada, Bengali, Marathi, Gujarati, Punjabi, Oriya & Urdu • Get Local News from over 600 Indian districts & towns, plus Cricket scores, weather, horoscopes, stock updates & classifieds • Opt in to get Alerts & Notifications of Breaking News even when you’re not using the app • Set text size and background color to suit your preference • Home screen widget that shows latest news stories from recently read Newspapers. • Share News over SMS, Whatsapp, Email, Facebook or any other app you have installed • Features hundreds of fully licensed partners including The Indian Express, Rajasthan Patrika, Prabhat Khabar, Mathrubhumi, lokmat, Malayala Manorama, Dinakaran, Dinamalar, Eenadu, Sakshi, Ananda Bazaar Patrika, Deccan Herald, Sakaal, Divya Bhaskar, Jagbani, India Today, BBC (Hindi), Siasat & more BOOK STORE/READER FEATURES • Browse, download and read the largest collection of regional language eBooks. Read authors including Surendra Mohan Pathak, Chetan Bhagat, Rajesh Kumar, Sudha Murthy, Kannadhasan, and Deepak Chopra as well as international best selling authors. • Choose from thousands of free ebooks such as The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes to Alice in Wonderland • Easily shop for ebooks, including new releases in every category including New York Times® best sellers. • Read mobile optimized magazines & magazine singles(single articles) from leading magazines like Saras Salil, Caravan, Stardust, Champak, Savvy, Grihshobha & Manohar Kahaniyan. • Pay using your mobile phone in addition to your credit/debit cards - Buy eBook using your mobile operator. Available for Indian customers only. • Customize Your Reading—Choose your preferred font size, and background color to read your books. REACH US To report any issues with usage or just to share feedback and tell us how we can improve, write to support@newshunt.com Google+: https://plus.google.com/+newshunt Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/newshunt Twitter: https://twitter.com/newshuntapp 1 Kostenlos News Republic–Ihre Nachrichten News Republic 1 Kostenlos Die ultimative Nachrichten-App im eleganten Design, mit konkurrenzloser Vielfalt an Top-Nachrichten und einer einfachen, ansprechenden Benutzeroberfläche optimiert für Smartphones und Tablets. - Übersichtlich: Die neuesten Nachrichten zu Ihren Lieblingsthemen optimal dargestellt. - Smart: News Republic lernt was Sie interessiert und personalisiert automatisch Ihre Nachrichten. - Vollständig: Genießen Sie vollständige Artikel mit Fotos und Videos aus den besten Quellen. - Persönlich: Wählen Sie nur die Themen aus, die Sie interessieren und personalisieren Sie Ihre Startseite. - Gründlich: Entdecken Sie weitere Themen mit Tag Nav™, unserem innovativen Nachrichten Navigationssystem. - Personalisieren: Fügen Sie RSS Feeds Ihrer Lieblingswebseiten hinzu. Hunderte lizenzierte Partner wie z.B. Stern, Tagesschau, dpa, Euronews, Deutsche Welle und viele mehr. Alle wichtigen nationalen und internationalen Nachrichten aus der Welt, Deutschland, Politik, Sport, Fußball, und vielen weiteren Themen. _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ "Die App für Nachrichtenjunkies. Hier ist man jederzeit zu den eigenen Lieblingsthemen informiert!" - n-tv "Jederzeit die besten Live Nachrichten auf deinem Smartphone" - Gizmodo "Überzeugt nicht nur optisch, sondern auch in Sachen Bedienkomfort und Funktionsumfang." - CHIP News Republic ist verfügbar in 8 verschiedenen Editionen – Deutschland, UK, Frankreich, Spanien, Italien, USA, Lateinamerika und international. _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ PERSONALISIEREN > ENTDECKEN > BENACHRICHTIGT WERDEN > TEILEN > REAGIEREN > RECHERCHIEREN Inform yourself - Holen Sie sich jetzt News Republic! Twitter - @newsrepublic Facebook - facebook.com/pages/News.Republic Video - vimeo.com/channels/newsrepublic 1 Kostenlos The Times of India News Times Internet Limited 1 Kostenlos What some of our users are saying: ★★★★★ TOI has Soared The new version is pretty clean and attractive. Very responsive and very few lags. New options are very much appreciated. In all a very good update. - Ady Sharma (Nexus 5) ★★★★★ Love the notification feature No need to open the app every important news comes as a notification. - neeraj jadwani (Moto E) ★★★★★ Live TV and Audio is too good! TOI app has been improving with every update. The most recent addition of Times Now TV and Audio is just fabulous. Absolutely best news app in India. - Ninad Oak (Galaxy S3) ★★★★★ TOI is the best English news app The UI is excellent and also news can be read even when not online and saves lot of data not reloading when not required. - Joydeep Kumbhakar (Galaxy S Duos2) The Times of India, India’s largest media house, brings you the best news experience on the go. Download the TOI app on your Android device and stay updated on news from across the world, anywhere, anytime. The TOI app offers everything that an avid news reader is looking for – breaking news, latest headlines, trending news stories and in-depth coverage of sports, entertainment, business and technology including the Mangalyaan mission and Asian Games 2014. From India news to world news, political news to cricket news, technology news to Bollywood news and movie reviews of Bollywood, Hollywood and regional films – get the most relevant coverage of celebrity news. Also available is the vivid photogallery of famous Bollywood celebrities, industrialist, politicians, sports person and events / parties that are the talk of town. Also catch the live coverage of all the breaking news on Times Now Live TV & Times Now Live Audio. 1 Kostenlos NBC News NBC News Digital LLC 1 Kostenlos NBC News delivers the stories you care about, right now. Get up-to-the-minute breaking news, exclusive interviews, and in-depth reporting from our journalists around the world. The completely redesigned NBC News app can be used on both your phone and tablet. Here are a few highlights: • Faster and more visual than ever before • Stories download automatically so you can keep reading when you’re offline • Even more videos, slideshows and articles now available • Unique split screen plays video while you read stories Our live, continuous coverage gives you all the news you want, and now it’s easier than ever to share the stories that matter most to you. 1 Kostenlos Flipboard Flipboard 1 Kostenlos Flipboard ist dein persönliches Magazin. Es eignet sich hervorragend um die wichtigsten Nachrichten zu lesen, Geschichten aus aller Welt zu entdecken und in den von Freunden geteilten Artikeln, Videos und Fotos zu stöbern. Um loszulegen, suche dir einige Themen aus, tippe auf die jeweiligen Kacheln und schon kannst du durch dein persönliches Magazin blättern. Über die Such-Leiste kannst du Blogs und Publikationen wie die Frankfurter Allgemeine, Stern oder Chip hinzufügen. Oder tippe auf das rote Band und öffne die nach Themen geordneten Rubriken. Du kannst bei Flipboard auch deine sozialen Netzwerke wie Facebook, Instagram, Google+ und Twitter einbinden. Teile das was dich interessiert, und freue dich über Updates von deinen Freunden - alles unter einem Dach. Wenn du auf Flipboard etwas siehst, das dir gefällt, tippe auf den "+" Button um dies in deinem eigenen Magazin abzulegen. Du kannst Magazine zu jedem denkbaren Thema gestalten, von Astronaut bis Zeitmaschine. Tippe auf das rote Band, wähle die Rubrik "Von unseren Lesern" und lass dich von Magazinen inspirieren, die andere Leser erstellt haben. Lade dir Flipboard noch heute runter - es ist völlig kostenlos! Highlights: ★ Finde all deine Nachrichten, Interessen und sozialen Updates in einem individuell zugeschnittenen Magazin. ★ Speicher Beiträge die dir gefallen in deinem eigenen Magazin. Du kannst dazu den "+" Button an jedem Artikel antippen, dann "Magazin erstellen" auswählen und so deine Lieblingsbeiträge, -bilder oder -videos sammeln. ★ Suche nach irgendetwas - Leuten, Themen, Hashtags, Blogs, deinen Lieblingswebsites - dann blättere im wunderschönen Magazinformat durch deine Funde. ★ Verbinde Flipboard mit bis zu 12 sozialen Netzwerken und vereinfache damit das Kommentieren, Liken und Teilen bei u.a. Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, Google+, YouTube, LinkedIn, Flickr, 500px und SoundCloud. ★ Um schnell sehen zu können was gerade los ist, blätter durch deine “Titelstories”. Sie wurden eigens für dich eingerichtet und beinhalten die beliebtesten Themen aus dem, was du selbst zu Flipboard hinzugefügt hast. ★ Es gibt 18 lokale Ausgaben: Australien, Brasilien, Kanada, China, Frankreich, Deutschland, Hong Kong, Indien, Italien, Japan, Korea, Lateinamerika, Niederlande, Russland, Spanien, Taiwan, USA, Großbritannien. ★ Tippe auf das rote Band und entdecke verschiedenen Rubriken, wo du unzählige, von Flipboard vorausgewählte Magazine und Blogs, fantastische Fotos und speziell zusammengestellte Sektionen, wie z.B. Nachrichten, Sport oder Digital durchstöbern kannst. ★ Nutze das Flipboard Widget um schnellen Zugang auf deinem Android Gerät zu bekommen. ★ Nutze das Bookmarklet auf share.flipboard.com um Inhalte aller Art zu deinen Magazinen hinzu zu fügen. MIT FLIPBOARD AUF DEM LAUFENDEN BLEIBEN: Für Tipps und andere hilfreiche Informationen besuche unsere Website http://www.flipboard.com, oder folge uns auf Twitter via @flipboard_de, Facebook http://www.facebook.com/flipboard und Google+ https://plus.google.com/+Flipboard. Um mehr über die Nutzung von Flipboard zu erfahren, gehe auf unsere Support Seite: http://flipboard.com/support. Falls du technische Schwierigkeiten oder Fragen hast, helfen wir dir gerne weiter. Schicke uns einfach eine Email an support@flipboard.com. 1 Kostenlos Yahoo News Digest Yahoo 1 Kostenlos Get in the know in no time. Yahoo News Digest provides a definitive summary of all the important, need-to-know news. Digests are delivered twice a day - once in the morning and once in the evening. All the top stories are summarized and presented with the key information that you need to stay on top of what’s happening. Each story is created from multiple sources to present the essential bits and pieces of information, known as “atoms”. Atoms are key quotes, images, videos, maps, infographs, and Wikipedia excerpts among others. These atomic units provide a unique context to the news. Our stories are both algorithmically and hand curated to ensure high quality, and come with a textual summary. Yahoo News Digest makes your reading experience comprehensive, effortless, and complete. Our goal is to inform you of all the key headlines you need to know and allow you to share the news with others. Yahoo News Digest is available in English today but look out for translated versions soon. We are committed to building the best mobile experience and are interested in your feedback. Let us know your thoughts here: https://yahoo.uservoice.com/forums/235999 1 Kostenlos feedly Feedly Team 1 Kostenlos Something magical happens when the right person gets connected to the right content. That knowledge or inspiration feeds you, transforms you into a better teacher, designer, entrepreneur... This inspired us to create feedly. We designed a modern reader that empowers professionals, students and enthusiasts to feed their passions; the work they really care about, whether that's in the office, at school, at home or anywhere else. Millions of people use feedly every day to curate the best of the web and tune into what matters to them. It starts with you organizing your favorite sources into reading collections. We all have different appetite when it comes to feeding our minds. Feedly empowers you to express what makes you unique. Feedly takes all the content from your favorite websites and transforms it into a simple and fast reading experience. A single place for everything you care about. Feedly is available on your phone, your tablet and on the web at feedly.com An important part of reading is picking the ideas you want to save for later, remix and share. Feedly offers seamless integration with Evernote, Twitter, Facebook, LinkedIn, Google+, Buffer, IFTTT, Pocket and Instapaper to help streamline your workflows. Feedly captures the full power of the web by letting you subscribe to any RSS feed, Youtube channel or blog. Feedly delivers in one place all the knowledge and inspiration you need to keep ahead. Happy reading! [we are hello@feedly.com if you need support or want to report a bug] 1 Kostenlos BBC News Media Applications Technologies for the BBC 1 Kostenlos Get the latest, breaking news from our trusted global network of journalists. See the top stories from the UK and around the world, and personalise your experience by choosing to see the latest news on topics such as technology, sport, entertainment, health and business. You can also watch the BBC News channel for up-to-the-minute live reports, and see video clips on most of the top stories. Key Features:  • All the latest news as it happens  • Opt in for breaking news push notifications  • In-story video over 3G and WiFi  • Download the latest stories when you have a signal and then read them offline at your leisure  • Share stories to a range of social networks, or email/SMS to a friend  • Personalise the home screen by adding, removing and re-ordering news categories to suit your preferences  • Live streaming of the BBC News channel for Android 4.0+ devices  • Home screen widgets  • Settings to allow the app to automatically update in the background  • Font controls to increase or decrease the story text size to suit you  • Ability to send stories, video, and photos directly to the BBC News team  • Full range of News categories: Top Stories, World, UK, Sport, Technology, Entertainment & Arts, England, Northern Ireland, Scotland, Wales, Business, Politics, Health, Education, Science & Environment, Features & analysis, Also In The News  • Ability to store the app on the SD card. Widgets will not be available if you choose to use this function. This is a feature of the Android system If you choose to receive push notifications, a unique identifier relating to your device will be stored by ProcessOne on behalf of the BBC to provide you with the service. No other personal data relating to you (such as a username or email address) is processed. The BBC will keep your information secure and not share it with anyone else in accordance with the BBC’s Privacy and Cookies Policy, available at http://www.bbc.co.uk/privacy/ You can choose to unsubscribe from push notifications in the app’s settings screen. Permissions:  • INTERNET: Used to get the latest news content from the BBC  • ACCESS_NETWORK_STATE: Used to determine whether you are on 3G or Wifi to deliver the best quality content  • WAKE_LOCK: Used if you enable background updates in settings  • GET_ACCOUNTS: Used to determine if your device is capable of receiving Push messages  • C2D_RECEIVE/C2D_MESSAGE: Used to receive Push messages if you opt in 1 Kostenlos News360: Personalized News News360 1 Kostenlos News360 learns what you like (and don’t like) and finds news articles and blog posts from across the Internet that are the most relevant to you, personally. ✔ The New York Times: "News360 has to be one of the better news-aggregating [apps] I’ve seen on any platform" News360 is an elegant and smart news reader that learns what kinds of stories you like and dislike as you read. You will never again miss something interesting because you haven’t subscribed to the right feed or followed the right person – instead, News360 will show you all the stories that really matter, and none of the noise. You can even connect your Facebook, Twitter and other accounts and News360 will use them to become even more personalized to your particular interests. The more you use it - the smarter it gets. To make sure that you don’t get a biased or inaccurate outlook, News360 provides coverage from all possible sources for every story, combining text, photography and video to give you a full, 360° view of the issues. ✔ "Apps We Like: News360" — The Wall Street Journal ✔ "News360 is the New Cadillac of Personalized News Readers" — PandoDaily Key highlights: ★ Quickly scan headlines, preview stories and dive deep into the content from over 50,000 sources. From top global and national news providers, to local and niche sites and blogs ★ Read your Home feed, where you’ll see top articles that focus on the topics you’re interested in – no jumping between sections or feeds ★ Use the News360 widget to keep up with great content on your home screen, and even on your lock screen with Android 4.2 ★ Help News360 learn by marking stories you like as you use it, and it will become better and better at giving you the stories you'll enjoy, but will always try to give you something new and unexpected as well ★ Customize the topics you’re interested in at any time! ★ Create a free News360 account to sync your settings and read saved articles offline on your phone, tablet and at news360.com ★ Read local news using your device’s GPS 1 Kostenlos Mehr vom Anbieter GPS for the Soul HuffingtonPost.com 1 Kostenlos GPS for the Soul is based on two truths: that we all have within us a centered place of harmony and balance, and that we all veer away from that place again and again. A guide is a collection of the things that help you course-correct -- from music and poetry to breathing exercises and pictures of your loved ones. GPS for the Soul lets you play one of the guides we have assembled for you, or create your own. The Internet and the rise of social media have given us amazing tools to connect, and to bring about change in the world. At the same time, our 24/7 connection to the digital world often disconnects us from the real world around us -- from our physical surroundings, from our loved ones, and especially from ourselves. We see the effects of this in every aspect of our lives. And the consequences can be really damaging, in terms of our health, our jobs, and our relationships. That's why HuffPost has created GPS for the Soul. We hope GPS for the Soul will be just the beginning of a journey to help you reconnect with your creativity, your intuition, your peace and your wisdom. 1 Kostenlos Huffington. HuffingtonPost.com 1 Kostenlos The Best of HuffPost. Weekly. Huffington weekly magazine represents the very best of The Huffington Post with exclusive content not on the site -- delivered to your phone/tablet each week in a lush, vivid, feature-driven magazine format. Incorporating infographics, photography, sophisticated narratives, commenting and other ways to engage with the Huffington community, the magazine embroiders your experience with humor, cutting-edge sensibility and, of course, attitude. If you enjoy The Huffington Post web site but don't have time during the week to absorb everything it offers -- especially engrossing feature work on politics, business, culture, entertainment and other topics -- then please download Huffington and spend your weekend getting caught up and getting ahead. KEY FEATURES • FREE weekly, curated and exclusive content from The Huffington Post • Share Huffington content via Twitter, Facebook and Email • Download Huffington Issues and read them offline • Navigate between Huffington articles via swipe or in the convenient Article Viewer • Find specific Huffington pages via the Issue Page Viewer • Browse Huffington Issues via the Bookshelf or Cover View 1 Kostenlos Mehr anzeigen © 2014 Google Nutzungsbedingungen der Website Verkaufsbedingungen für Geräte Datenschutz Entwickler Interpreten Impressum)
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(20141007,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/roccodispirito,Rocco DiSpirito (@roccodispirito) | Twitter Twitter Search query Search Twitter Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Language: English Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Have an account? Sign in New to Twitter? Join Today » Sign In Phone, email or username Password Sign in Remember me Forgot password? Already using Twitter via text message? Rocco DiSpirito Verified account @roccodispirito Tweets 17K Photos/Videos 1,297 Following 3,633 Followers 408K Favorites 320   More Favorites Lists Unmute @roccodispirito Mute @roccodispirito Follow Following Unfollow Blocked Unblock Pending Cancel Rocco DiSpiritoVerified account @roccodispirito Author of The #1 New York Times Best Seller The Pound a Day Diet New York City poundadaydiet.com Joined February 2009 1,297 Photos and videos Tweets Tweets Tweets & replies Rocco DiSpirito @roccodispirito  ·  34m 34 minutes ago Talking about smart #diets with my friend @bethenny on her show [VIDEO]: https://twitter.com/bethenny  #cooking #diet #health Reply 0 replies Retweet Retweeted 2 retweets 2 Favorite Favorited 2 favorites 2 More Embed Tweet Rocco DiSpirito @roccodispirito  ·  3h 2 hours ago Feel like a burger for dinner? Here's how to make the PERFECT Burger [VIDEO]: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fDsXgqVDs3M … Ft. @IAMQUEENLATIFAH #cooking YouTube Play View more photos and videos Reply 0 replies Retweet Retweeted 9 retweets 9 Favorite Favorited 8 favorites 8 More Embed Tweet Rocco DiSpirito @roccodispirito  ·  4h 3 hours ago How can you make a delicious, light Caprese Salad? Here's how [VIDEO]: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O6QFJ8xoo3Y … #food #cooking YouTube Play View more photos and videos Reply 0 replies Retweet Retweeted 2 retweets 2 Favorite Favorited 5 favorites 5 More Embed Tweet Rocco DiSpirito @roccodispirito  ·  6h 5 hours ago Need a light lunch idea? Try my "Risotto alla Milanese!" pic.twitter.com/PvyTpuIIaG View more photos and videos Reply 0 replies Retweet Retweeted 2 retweets 2 Favorite Favorited 6 favorites 6 More Embed Tweet Rocco DiSpirito @roccodispirito  ·  8h 7 hours ago Feel like pasta for #lunch? Try my Hand-Torn Pasta Bolognese dish! It's delish. #food #cooking #recipe #chef pic.twitter.com/y1RbKfuc0o View more photos and videos Reply 0 replies Retweet Retweeted 4 retweets 4 Favorite Favorited 14 favorites 14 More Embed Tweet Rocco DiSpirito retweeted Monica Arvidson @MonicArvidson  ·  22h 21 hours ago @roccodispirito So glad u reminded me how much I luv ur chicken piccata. Made it/threw it on some pasta/& ate it! pic.twitter.com/9Dmn1MyYft View more photos and videos Reply 0 replies Retweet Retweeted 4 retweets 4 Favorite Favorited 5 favorites 5 More Embed Tweet Rocco DiSpirito @roccodispirito  ·  8h 7 hours ago Interesting story on the rise of bacon... > RT @hmason: Bacon is a hack http://www.businessweek.com/articles/2014-10-06/bacon-why-americas-favorite-food-mania-happened … ...or at least it's a good story. View summary Reply 0 replies Retweet Retweeted 0 retweets Favorite Favorited 3 favorites 3 More Embed Tweet Rocco DiSpirito @roccodispirito  ·  9h 9 hours ago You can save big on all of my books via @NookBN: http://www.barnesandnoble.com/s/rocco-dispirito?keyword=rocco+dispirito&store=nookstore … #cooking #recipes #diet #health Reply 0 replies Retweet Retweeted 0 retweets Favorite Favorited 3 favorites 3 More Embed Tweet Rocco DiSpirito retweeted Michelle Connelly @orangehazel  ·  24h 23 hours ago @roccodispirito sort of orecchiette w/sausage-but w/soy sausage&roasted chick peas. And penne,obviously. #dinner #yum pic.twitter.com/Bbk2ejA29k View more photos and videos Reply 0 replies Retweet Retweeted 4 retweets 4 Favorite Favorited 8 favorites 8 More Embed Tweet Rocco DiSpirito @roccodispirito  ·  Oct 6 Squash your hunger tonight w/ my delicious "Butternut Squash Risotto." It's good for you, too! pic.twitter.com/iLxXUmbX5c View more photos and videos Reply 0 replies Retweet Retweeted 15 retweets 15 Favorite Favorited 22 favorites 22 More Embed Tweet Rocco DiSpirito @roccodispirito  ·  Oct 6 Check out my Guide to Pasta Selection to help you choose the right pasta that fits your diet and tastes! http://bit.ly/RoccoGPS  Reply 0 replies Retweet Retweeted 2 retweets 2 Favorite Favorited 4 favorites 4 More Embed Tweet Rocco DiSpirito @roccodispirito  ·  Oct 6 Give it up for these Bulldogs vs. Breast Cancer: http://pix11.com/2014/10/05/french-bulldogs-dress-in-pink-to-raise-money-for-breast-cancer/ … Pls get screened! Early detection saves lives. Reply 0 replies Retweet Retweeted 5 retweets 5 Favorite Favorited 2 favorites 2 More Embed Tweet Rocco DiSpirito @roccodispirito  ·  Oct 6 Quick s/o to Nobel Prize for Medicine winners O'Keefe and the Mosers for their work on "Human GPS" - pretty cool: http://www.reuters.com/article/2014/10/06/us-nobel-medicine-idUSKCN0HV0Q620141006 … Reply 0 replies Retweet Retweeted 2 retweets 2 Favorite Favorited 1 favorite 1 More Embed Tweet Rocco DiSpirito @roccodispirito  ·  Oct 6 How did I lose 41 pounds? A delicious meal-replacement shake a day helped the pounds go away! http://poundadaydiet.com/email/shake-it-everyday/ … pic.twitter.com/6tmNppVT9l View more photos and videos Reply 0 replies Retweet Retweeted 2 retweets 2 Favorite Favorited 18 favorites 18 More Embed Tweet Rocco DiSpirito @roccodispirito  ·  Oct 6 It feels like a "Spaghetti and Meatballs" Monday #lunch here. Sometimes, you need to go back to the classics. pic.twitter.com/gAfkgdAa3P View more photos and videos Reply 0 replies Retweet Retweeted 3 retweets 3 Favorite Favorited 5 favorites 5 More Embed Tweet Rocco DiSpirito @roccodispirito  ·  Oct 6 You can save big on all of my books via @NookBN: http://www.barnesandnoble.com/s/rocco-dispirito?keyword=rocco+dispirito&store=nookstore … #cooking Reply 0 replies Retweet Retweeted 1 retweet 1 Favorite Favorited 5 favorites 5 More Embed Tweet Rocco DiSpirito retweeted Carla Ruben @CarlaRuben  ·  Oct 6 “ @roccodispirito: Feel the need for a snack attack watching the games? Try my HEALTHY "Steak Pizzaiola!" pic.twitter.com/7imZx0uJvi” View more photos and videos Reply 0 replies Retweet Retweeted 1 retweet 1 Favorite Favorited 4 favorites 4 More Embed Tweet Rocco DiSpirito @roccodispirito  ·  Oct 6 Excited to be on @CelebNameGame with @CraigyFerg this Friday (10/10)! Find station in your area (button, top right): http://www.celebnamegame.com/  Reply 0 replies Retweet Retweeted 4 retweets 4 Favorite Favorited 4 favorites 4 More Embed Tweet Rocco DiSpirito @roccodispirito  ·  Oct 5 For #Sunday #dinner... here's a simple, snappy dish.. "Red Snapper Puttanesca." You'll be, um, "hooked." pic.twitter.com/UHb7sxUbFV View more photos and videos Reply 0 replies Retweet Retweeted 6 retweets 6 Favorite Favorited 12 favorites 12 More Embed Tweet Rocco DiSpirito @roccodispirito  ·  Oct 5 Need an idea for dinner 2nite? You "gotta" try my Chicken Piccata. pic.twitter.com/OhcqwOTJy2 View more photos and videos Reply 0 replies Retweet Retweeted 4 retweets 4 Favorite Favorited 13 favorites 13 More Embed Tweet Twitter may be over capacity or experiencing a momentary hiccup. Try again Visit Twitter Status for more information. Close Rocco DiSpirito followed Don’t miss any updates from Rocco DiSpirito New York City · Change © 2014 Twitter About Help Ads info Close Trends Trends tailored just for you. Trends offer a unique way to get closer to what you care about. They are tailored for you based on your location and who you follow. Change Keep tailored Trends Get Worldwide Trends Done Dismiss Close Previous Next Close Go to a person's profile Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Close Retweet this to your followers? Cancel Retweet Close Are you sure you want to delete this Tweet? Cancel Delete Close Block Cancel Block Add a location to your Tweets When you tweet with a location, Twitter stores that location. You can switch location on/off before each Tweet and always have the option to delete your location history. Learn more Turn location on Not now Turn off location Close Profile summary Close Your lists Close Create a new list List name Description Under 100 characters, optional Privacy Public · Anyone can follow this list Private · Only you can access this list Save list Close Close Embed this Tweet Add this Tweet to your website by copying the code below. Learn more Hmm, there was a problem reaching the server. Try again? Include parent Tweet Include media Preview Close Sign up for Twitter Not on Twitter? Sign up, tune into the things you care about, and get updates as they happen. Have an account? Sign in » Close Two-way (sending and receiving) short codes: Country Code For customers of United States 40404 (any) Canada 21212 (any) United Kingdom 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM Haiti 40404 Digicel, Voila Ireland 51210 Vodafone, O2 India 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Indonesia 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » See SMS short codes for other countries Close Confirmation)
(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com//card/CSI/,Staffroom Confidential Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Sorry, the page you were looking for in this blog does not exist. Sorry, the page you were looking for in this blog does not exist. Home Subscribe to: Posts (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts All Comments Atom All Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ▼  September (9) Reflections on the BC Teacher Strike BC Teacher strike - Lessons learned Response to Sandy Garossino Will the Education Fund improve classroom conditio... Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Class composition: a human rights perspective Class size and composition - a short visual histor... Guest post - I WILL HOLD THE LINE Teachers - let your leadership know it is time to ... ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=25054&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 4, January/February 2012   President’s message  By Susan Lambert   What to make of the BC Education Plan? If we are truly talking about individualizing learning and ensuring that the content of the curriculum is informed by student interests and passions, teachers can wholly endorse the approach. Trimming the number of PLOs and focussing more importance on higher level thinking skills to allow for deeper learning and understanding are innovations that have been called for by teachers for some time. Teaching students to use technology safely and wisely as a tool and not an end in and of itself is an admirable objective. Teaching the skills of critical appraisal, collaborative decision-making and action and teaching the confidence necessary to respectfully challenge authority are essential if we are to foster a generation of young people, able, like those in the Occupy movement, to act as both the conscience and the creators of a better world. We have one of the very best public education systems in the world in BC and that excellence is largely due to the excellence of the teachers of British Columbia. So when teachers are characterized as the impediments to the plan we begin to wonder what motivates it and what are its intended outcomes. There’s a set pattern to the educational reform that has devastated public education in the US. We readily identify themes: “fix the teacher” (attacks on teacher competence, merit pay, scripted lessons/standardization, mandatory re-certification, the theme of teachers stuck using 19th century methods in an agrarian/industrial model inappropriate in the 21st century), underfunding (cuts to service, increased class sizes, teachers described as overpaid and underworked), collective agreements and teacher unions as obstacles to progress, “flexibility and choice,” standardization, testing and ranking, an over-reliance on technology as panacea, and privatization as hallmarks of these American reforms. When we see these same themes surface in the vague ideas presented in BC’s Education Plan, our wonder turns to worry. Why is teacher competence such a focus? How can this plan be implemented without funding? How can a government with the highest child poverty rates in the country propose to allow students to “bring their own devices” and receive credit for courses obtained through the private sector? And when government comes to our bargaining table to assert that rights in our collective agreement are obstacles to implementing this plan our concerns are realized. The right to seniority that assures increased security of employment with increased service, the right to due process that insures transparency and fairness in evaluation, discipline, and dismissal, and the rights to professional autonomy in our practice are fundamental to a respectful and dignified workplace. These rights foster collegiality and collaboration. And collegial collaborative relationships are critical to sound educational practice and to the continuous implementation of change that must characterize education in any century. What kind of educational change requires us to give up our rights to bargain basic working conditions— class size, class composition, and learning specialist ratios and caseloads? What kind of educational change requires us to give up professional autonomy, due-process and fair-practice clause language that guarantee we will be treated respectfully in our work places? What kind of educational change is built on a managerial model of supervision, control, and surveillance, more reminiscent of the 19th century? Educational change must be shaped by teachers and it must respect the profession. To impose change on a resistant profession is not only profoundly disrespectful it is to court disaster. Teachers are on strike because we are proverbially up to our necks in alligators. We no longer have the conditions necessary to do our work. It’s government’s responsibility to drain this swamp, fix this mess, and show some respect for the work teachers do. We must be able to bargain a collective agreement. Then, government must invite the profession as equal and willing partners to develop and implement continuous and exciting new visions for public education. Susan Lambert, BCTF president  )
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "October is #FosterFamilyMonth. Thank you #BC for opening your homes and hearts to more than 5,900 children and youth." @John_Yap - 11:14pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141007,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/bcedplan/status/384146703705980928?screen_name=bcedplan&screen_name=bcedplan&id=384146703705980928&id=384146703705980928,BC's Education Plan on Twitter: "Big shoes to fill. RT @edupaige: Thanks, JvD :) RT: it’s a wrap http://t.co/Dvx33B4jfI @mybclibrary" Twitter Search query Search Twitter Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Language: English Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Have an account? Sign in New to Twitter? Join Today » Sign In Phone, email or username Password Sign in Remember me Forgot password? Already using Twitter via text message? Paige MacFarlane ‏ @edupaige 28 Sep 2013 Thanks, JvD :) RT: it’s a wrap http://jacquelinevandyk.ca/its-a-wrap/  @mybclibrary @bcedplan Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Follow Following Unfollow Blocked Unblock Pending Cancel BC's Education Plan ‏ @bcedplan 28 Sep 2013 Big shoes to fill. RT @edupaige: Thanks, JvD :) RT: it’s a wrap http://jacquelinevandyk.ca/its-a-wrap/  @mybclibrary Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Favorite 1 7:44 PM - 28 Sep 2013 Don’t miss any updates from BC's Education Plan © 2014 Twitter About Help Ads info Close Flag this media This has already been marked as containing sensitive content. Flag this as containing potentially illegal content. Submit Cancel Learn more about flagging media Dismiss Close Previous Next Close Go to a person's profile Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Close Retweet this to your followers? Cancel Retweet Close Are you sure you want to delete this Tweet? Cancel Delete Close Block Cancel Block Add a location to your Tweets When you tweet with a location, Twitter stores that location. You can switch location on/off before each Tweet and always have the option to delete your location history. Learn more Turn location on Not now Turn off location Close Profile summary Close Your lists Close Create a new list List name Description Under 100 characters, optional Privacy Public · Anyone can follow this list Private · Only you can access this list Save list Close Close Embed this Tweet Add this Tweet to your website by copying the code below. Learn more Hmm, there was a problem reaching the server. Try again? Include parent Tweet Include media Preview Close Sign up for Twitter Not on Twitter? Sign up, tune into the things you care about, and get updates as they happen. Have an account? Sign in » Close Two-way (sending and receiving) short codes: Country Code For customers of United States 40404 (any) Canada 21212 (any) United Kingdom 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM Haiti 40404 Digicel, Voila Ireland 51210 Vodafone, O2 India 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Indonesia 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » See SMS short codes for other countries Close Confirmation)
(20141003,www.facebook.com,https://www.facebook.com/SupportBCTeachers2014/photos/a.1438649136389419.1073741825.1438645646389768/1438649143056085/XUIDialogTitle.react,Page Not Found | Facebook Facebook logo Email or Phone Password Keep me logged in Forgot your password? Sign Up Sorry, this page isn't available The link you followed may be broken, or the page may have been removed. Go back to the previous page · Go to the Facebook homepage · Visit the Help Center Mobile Find Friends Badges People Pages Places Games Locations About Create Ad Create Page Developers Careers Privacy Cookies Terms Help Facebook © 2014 · English (US))
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Touring a natural gas drilling rig with @MLA Mike Bernier, and Brian from EnCana http://t.co/AifdJ4H07b" @Teresa_Wat - 06:01pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8860,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, Number 4, March 2004 Kids on the job: Back to old days? One moment, Luke MacIver was sorting cardboard at Wastech Services, a Coquitlam recycling plant. The next he was dead, crushed under a pile of garbage when a dump truck driver failed to see the young worker. MacIver was only 15 years old, making him the youngest workplace fatality in B.C. in the last two decades. "Luke holds the record. I don’t want to see anyone even younger get killed," says his aunt, Deb Stead. In the eight years since the death of her nephew, Stead has had little reason to fear. Now, however, the B.C. Liberals have passed Bill 37, which lowered the minimum working age from 15 to 12. The bill reduces government oversight of the province’s youngest workers. Before, the workplace of every child under 15 had to be inspected by a government official. Now, a 12-year-old could easily work under the same dangerous conditions that led to Luke MacIver’s death—the coroner’s report cited Wastech for overall deficiencies in training and supervision. "There’s deregulation and then there’s unregulation," says Graeme Moore of Surrey, who worked for 21 years as an industrial relations officer for the Employment Standards Branch, quitting last year out of frustration with the Campbell government. Since 1948, children 12 to 14 have needed permission from a parent, from their school, and from the Employment Standards Branch in order to work during the school year. Under Bill 37, all that is needed is a parent’s note to be kept on file by employers. Moore estimates that he and his colleagues turned down one in five work permits for youth under 15, while a further three in five were approved only after changes to the terms of employment. Among the rejects, Bruce said, were applications to put kids to work as dirt-bike-riding scarecrows in a berry field bristling with unmarked wire at neck height, and to send a 12-year-old picking up garbage alone on the highway’s edge near Surrey. Parents had pre-approved every one of these altered or denied applications, Moore notes. Excerpted from TheTyee.ca, November 24, 2003, www.thetyee.ca Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2010/11/21-century-learning-just-more-education.html?showComment0751289402826610,Staffroom Confidential: 21 Century Learning - just more education hype? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, November 9, 2010 21 Century Learning - just more education hype? The hype is there, but the details seem to be ever fewer. Even the upcoming conference on the topic organized by the BC Superintendents Association continues with vague references and buzzwords, but almost no details. Consider this video showing Greater Victoria Superintendent John Gaiptman discuss the initiative: http://meta.insinc.com/bcelc/record/20100910/index-a3.asx What exactly does he say about it? I can't tell. What I do know is that as usual, only token gestures are given to suggest any meaningful dialogging. The Greater Victoria Teachers' Association, which represents the 1400 teachers in the district, was not invited to attend, despite such an invitation occurring in many other districts. As usual, there are a lot of platitudes and catch phrases without any substance. Sounds a little like Gordon Campbell's farewell promise to have every grade 4 child meet or exceed expectations. That promise certainly ended quickly. While every school staff appears to have had 21st Century Learning show up on a staff meeting agenda, no mechanism for staff input exists - these are one-way, top-down conversations. Some of the few details emerging have educators reasonably concerned. There seems to be a strange view of the current system - that somehow we do not engage students, we do not teach creativity, we do not encourage students to explore their own interests. There is also an odd disconnect with the testing agenda so popular with this government. How exactly does FSA testing and provincial examinations fit in with personalized learning? Will there be personalized standardized tests! Most worrisome is the suggestion that secondary schools would see the end of the traditional classroom and instead students would attend classes of up to fifty students, where the teacher was no longer instructor, but merely the "guide on the side". Exactly how will this help my already struggling grade 10 math students better understand algebra? Less individual attention is the answer? To be honest, the ones already slipping through the cracks are likely to see a huge gaping hole in this model. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 1:41 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 2 comments: schreck!November 10, 2010 at 7:27 AM Near the end Superintendent Gaiptman says, "[21st-century learning] can't be something regurgitated from one level to the next". This is as ironic as it will be prophetic. 'Top-down' is how the Ministry of Education and School Districts I'm familiar with implement initiatives. I don't recall hearing the word "teachers" once in the video.ReplyDelete eng9December 7, 2010 at 12:10 PM To me, the irony is that adult ed self-paced programs (a.k.a. personalized learning) are being dismantled at the same time that they are being hyped as a new initiative. I can tell you from experience that they take more teacher-time, not less. In other words, the student-teacher ratio will have to go down, and the cost of the secondary program will go up.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ▼  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ▼  November (5) Only in British Columbia Class Size & Composition in Court Victoria Trustees strike Ad-Hoc Committee to Inves... 21 Century Learning - just more education hype? What will the new Minister bring? ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
(20141006,plus.google.com,https://plus.google.com/100442028439449226425,BCSchoolCounsellor - Videos - Google+ Search Images Maps Play YouTube News Gmail Drive More Calendar Translate Mobile Books Wallet Shopping Blogger Finance Photos Videos Even more » Account Options Sign in Help Send Feedback Web History Profile Home Profile People Photos Communities Events Hangouts Pages Local Settings Feedback Help  ·  Region Privacy & Terms  ·  Maps Terms BCSchoolCounsellor Profile BCSchoolCounsellor AboutPostsPhotosYouTube We were unable to fetch any YouTube videos at this time. Please try again. Videos are visible only to people they've been shared with. We were unable to fetch any videos at this time. Please try again. Stream BCSchoolCounsellor hasn't shared anything with you. People are more likely to share with you if you add them to your circles. MoreLoading... Links YouTube BCSchoolCounsellor Start a hangout)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=18270,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 6, April 2009  Paths to Professional Autonomy Professional autonomy and coercive collaboration Middle-school prep time, teaming, and ETS assessment for learning  By David Futter The middle-school model contains many tensions for teachers and teacher autonomy. The principle of common planning time contains the idea of team collaboration. The issue is to maintain the balance between team collaboration and teacher professional autonomy. The current trend toward the use of assessment for learning methodology in decision-making has increased the pressure on teacher professional autonomy. Middle-school teams meet to make decisions over curriculum, students’ learning, and other team business. The smooth running of teams often requires that teachers come to a consensus or agreement over the decisions made in team meetings. In many cases, this process is the best scenario; however, there is the potential for coercive conduct or parameters to be put in place to develop “consensual” team decisions. The new impetus of assessment for learning, of learning, and as learning, brings a new philosophical approach to decision-making. The appeal of assessment for learning is for more meaningful assessment and feedback to students and to reflect the current focus on a cognitive approach to learning. Assessment for learning is an attempt to move away from the positivistic approach of simply measuring learned skills and knowledge. The use of this new approach to assessment when required as a means of co-ordinating practice within a team and between teams in a middle school has the effect of trying to standardize practice and force teachers to apply the same methodologies and assessment procedures in order to produce data—data that can be used to make team decisions. As Lorna Earle has written, teachers understand that assessment has many purposes and goals. An individual teacher’s use of assessment for learning, of learning, and as learning has professional autonomy embedded within it. The shift to team use of this approach belies the professional judgment of the teacher. It implies that the teacher’s assessment contains too much subjectivity and we must have standard practices in which to make the judgments. It is usually at this point that the mantra of “best practices” is parlayed to coerce teachers into using the same evaluative procedures. The example of the school-wide write is a case in point. Teachers are to utilize the same topic and then mark together to ensure consistency. The performance standards are the benchmarks to guide assessment and the results should provide indicators of which the team will focus on in the coming school terms. It is a return to the old positivistic approach. So much for teacher autonomy in determining the instructional approach, direction, and assessment of students as guaranteed in the School Act. The middle-school format of organizing students and teachers into teams can heighten the current management craze of directing teachers’ practices, and is an infringement on their professional autonomy. Hidden within this practice of co-ordinated assessment of learning, for learning, and about learning, is a philosophy of education that is at odds with the rhetoric of progressive education. It is not about what is best for students, but what is best for administrators’ control of teachers. The right wing ideology of accountability is the only collaborative goal here. David Futter teaches at Rockheights Middle School, Victoria. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=21002&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > April 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 6, April 2010  La francophonie : jeux et enjeux Par Moh Chelali La francophonie est l’ensemble des États utilisant le français et se reconnaissant membres de cette communauté de culture et d'histoire. Le mot “ francophonie ” aurait été forgé en 1880 par un géographe, Onésime Reclus, qui a eu l'idée de classer les populations du monde selon leurs critères linguistiques. C'est en Mars 1979 que fut instituée à Niamey (Niger) la première structure intergouvernementale de la Francophonie. Mais la véritable institutionnalisation du mouvement date de 1986, avec le premier sommet, tenu à Paris, des “pays ayant en commun l’usage de la langue française” formule remplacée, en 1993 par celle de pays ayant le français en partage.” En Novembre 1997, le septième sommet, tenu a Hanoi (Vietnam) adopta une nouvelle Charte de la Francophonie prévoyant, notamment, la création d’un poste de secrétaire général de l’Organisation internationale de la francophonie (OIF) dont le premier titulaire fut l’ancien secrétaire général de l’Organisation des Nations Unies (ONU), M. Boutros Boutros-Ghali et dont l’actuel président est l’ancien président du Sénégal Abdou Diouf. L'ACCT se transforme en 1998 en Agence intergouvernementale de la francophonie avec TV5 Monde, l’Agence universitaire de la francophonie (AUF), l’Université Senghor d’Alexandrie et l’Association internationale des maires francophones. Le Haut Conseil de la Francophonie, laboratoire d’idées est composé essentiellement de personnalités indépendantes (responsables politiques, écrivains, universitaires, journalistes, juristes, économistes, entrepreneurs). Cet organisme cessa, en 2002 de dépendre de la présidence de la République française pour devenir une institution de l’OIF, donc présidée par son secrétaire général Mr. Abdou Diouf qui avait pris la relève de Mr. Boutros-Ghali (ce dernier devenant vice-président du Haut Conseil). La question ou plutôt les questions qui se posent sont : «Y aurait-il un ou plusieurs espaces francophones, un ou plusieurs espaces économique une ou plusieurs identités francophones ?» Le discours officiel à travers les divers sommets de la francophone tend souvent à apparaître sous des signes de pure forme qui annoncent l’unité à travers un porte-parole majeur vu ou compris à travers la France. La réalité observée est qu’il y a plusieurs francophonies avec des identités culturelles très distinctes selon la saveur des régions et des cultures d’origine. Cette réalité est hélas souvent ignorée, voire méprisée au profit d’un élitisme bon chic bon genre ! Certains films québécois par exemple ont été doublés, voire même traduits pour convenir aux goûts de certains salons parisiens! Il est de notoriété publique que l’on se moque de l’accent africain et que même des comédiens français ont fait de cela un métier qui leur réussit bien ! Au Canada la situation du français notamment dans le domaine de l’éducation, juridiction d’ordre provincial reste très précaire. On constate que bien qu’au niveau fédéral, la réalité de la dualité linguistique est bel et bien présente, au niveau provincial la réalité est toute autre. En Colombie-Britannique il a fallu emmener le gouvernement en justice pour avoir le droit à un système d’éducation pour la minorité francophone. En Colombie-Britannique toujours, les programmes d’immersion n’ont aucune légalité ou juridiction qui les protège. La préservation de ces programmes dépend de la seule force et ardeur des parents, notamment Canadian Parents for French. Les récentes coupures au budget de l’éducation ont entrainé un réajustement et une concentration des programmes ce qui est oblige les élèves à se déplacer loin de leurs domiciles. Dans un cas, le conseil scolaire 27 de Cariboo-Chilcotin, le programme d’immersion sera purement et simplement éliminé! Bien sûr la francophonie est aussi une réussite qui a fait beaucoup de chemin et qui est de plus en plus inclusive malgré tout. Au Canada les programmes francophones presque partout à travers le pays sont dans une constante évolution et les nombres des ayants droit qui fréquentent les écoles francophones est en constante progression. De même pour les programmes d’immersion, le Canada reste un pionnier et un leader reconnu à travers le monde entier dans l’éducation immersive. Enfin, notre rôle après tout est non seulement de célébrer la francophonie et l’éducation en français mais surtout de rester vigilant pour défendre et consolider les acquis. Moh Chelali, coordinateur des Programmes et Services en Français de la FECB.)
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(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/keithbaldrey/status/518931866322100225,Keith Baldrey on Twitter: "23 degrees on the golf course today. TWENTYTHREE! In October. OCTOBER!! #freakishlywarm" টুইটার অনুসন্ধান অনুসন্ধান টুইটার খুঁজুন সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ ভাষা : বাংলা. हिन्दी Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন টুইটার-এ নতুন ? আজই যোগদান করুন » সাইন ইন করুন ফোন, ইমেল বা ব্যবহারকারীর নাম পাসওয়ার্ড সাইন ইন আমাকে মনে রাখুন পাসওয়ার্ড ভুলে গেছেন? ইতিমধ্যে আপনি কি টেক্সট বার্তার মাধ্যমে টুইটার ব্যবহার করছেন? অনুসরণ অনুসরণ করা কর্মসমূহ:অনুসরণ না করা অবরুদ্ধ অবরোধ মুক্ত মুলতুবি বাতিল Keith Baldreyযাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট ‏ @keithbaldrey ২১ ঘন্টা 23 degrees on the golf course today. TWENTYTHREE! In October. OCTOBER!! #freakishlywarm প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট পুনঃটুইটগুলি ৪ প্রিয় ২৫ ৬:১২ অপরাহ্ণ - ৫ অক্টোবর, ২০১৪ Graham ‏ @trukdryvr ২১ ঘন্টা @keithbaldrey Augtober সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট NorthVanMike ‏ @NorthVanMike ২১ ঘন্টা @trukdryvr @keithbaldrey the humidity from the damp ground made it muggish. সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Keith Maxwell ‏ @MaxontheCoast ২১ ঘন্টা @keithbaldrey My theory - we're turning into Northern California. N California into S California. S California into desert. সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Kevin Boyd ‏ @Beryllium9 ২১ ঘন্টা @keithbaldrey followed by "Thanks, Madryga!", right? /cc @MMadryga সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Northlands GC ‏ @NorthlandsGC ২১ ঘন্টা “ @keithbaldrey: 23 degrees on the golf course today. TWENTYTHREE! In October. OCTOBER!! #freakishlywarm” love it! সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট maurizio basso ‏ @moba3030 ২১ ঘন্টা @keithbaldrey wine fest in oliver today was around 27 or so beautiful day. সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Keith Bell ‏ @KeithsBell ২১ ঘন্টা @keithbaldrey What was really freaky was the ass kicking you took. #bingobango সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Liberty-bk  ‏ @libertybk ২১ ঘন্টা @keithbaldrey Ridiculously warm in Sunshine Hills, Delta as well :) not complaining one bit! সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট John Evanochko ‏ @takesthelane ১৯ ঘন্টা @keithbaldrey Suggest you, Fletcher and golfing pals give thought & ink to this article http://bit.ly/1uquXgs  Will impact your "games" সারাংশ দেখ সারাংশ লুকান প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Ms Ong ‏ @msongelaine ১৫ ঘন্টা @keithbaldrey Went swimming in an outdoor pool today. Loving this weather! Requesting for one more weekend of it, pls? @news1130weather সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Keith Baldrey থেকে কোন আপডেট মিস্ করবেন না © 2014 টুইটার সম্বন্ধে সহায়তা বিজ্ঞপ্তি তথ্য বন্ধ মিডিয়াটিকে চিহ্নিত করুন এটি ইতিমধ্যে সংবেদনশীল কন্টেন্ট ধারণকারী হিসাবে চিহ্নিত হয়েছে। পতাকা তুলুন এটি সম্ভাব্যরূপে অবৈধ বিষয়বস্তুর ধারণকারী হিসেবে। সমর্পণ করা বাতিল মিডিয়াকে চিহ্নিত করা সম্পর্কে আরো জানুন খারিজ বন্ধ পূর্ববর্তী পরবর্তী বন্ধ একজন ব্যক্তির প্রোফাইলে যান সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ বন্ধ আপনার অনুসরণকারীদের এই পুনঃটুইটটি পাঠাবেন? বাতিল পুনঃটুইট বন্ধ আপনি কি নিশ্চিত যে এই টুইট মুছে দিতে চান? বাতিল মুছে ফেলুন বন্ধ রোধ করন বাতিল রোধ করন আপনার টুইটসমুহে একটি অবস্থান যুক্ত করুন যখন একটি অবস্থানের সঙ্গে আপনার টুইট করেন, টুইটার সেই অবস্থান সংরক্ষণ করে। প্রত্যেক টুইটের আগে আপনি আপনার অবস্থান চালু / বন্ধ করতে পারেন, এবং যে কোনও সময় আপনি আপনার অবস্থানের ইতিহাস মুছে ফেলতে পারেন। আরো জানুন অবস্থান চালু করুন এখন নয় স্থান বন্ধ করুন বন্ধ প্রোফাইল সারসংক্ষেপ বন্ধ আপনার তালিকাসমূহ বন্ধ একটি নতুন তালিকা তৈরি করুন নাম তালিকা বিবরণ 100 অক্ষরের কম, ঐচ্ছিক তালিকাসমূহ:গোপনীয়তা সাধারণ · যে কেউ এই তালিকা অনুসরণ করতে পারেন ব্যক্তিগত · শুধুমাত্র আপনিই এই তালিকায় প্রবেশ করতে পারবেন তালিকা সংরক্ষণ করুন বন্ধ বন্ধ এই টুইট স্থাপিত কর আপনার নীচের ওয়েবসাইটে কোডটি অনুলিপি দ্বারা এই টুইট যোগ করুন * আরও জানুন হুম, সার্ভারে পৌঁছনোর একটি সমস্যা ছিল। পরে আবার চেষ্টা করবেন? প্রকৃত টুইট অন্তর্ভুক্ত করুন অন্তর্ভুক্ত মিডিয়া প্রাকদর্শন বন্ধ টুইটারে নিবন্ধন করুন টুইটারে নেই? নিবন্ধন করুন, আপনির পছন্দের বিষয়গুলির সাথে যুক্ত হন, এবং তাদের বিষয়ে হালনাগাদ পান। একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন » বন্ধ দুটি উপায় (প্রেরণ এবং গ্রহণ) শর্ট কোড: দেশ কোড গ্রাহকদের জন্য মার্কিন যুক্তরাষ্ট্র 40404 (যে কোন) কানাডা 21212 (যে কোন) যুক্তরাজ্য 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM হাইতি 40404 Digicel, Voila আয়ারল্যান্ড 51210 Vodafone, O2 ভারত 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance ইন্দোনেশিয়া 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » অন্য দেশসমুহের এসএসএস সংক্ষিপ্ত কোড দেখুন বন্ধ নিশ্চিতকরণ)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=19528,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 1, September 2009  Professional development in France By Moh Chelali What do you think of when you hear Vichy? Perhaps you think of mineral water, or even healing hot springs, for which the town of Vichy (France) has been famous since Roman times. If you are a history buff you think of the Vichy French government during the German occupation, but for 87 BC teachers, Vichy, France evokes a myriad of memories, of colleagues newly discovered, new teaching strategies, and a new evaluation tool for French language skills—thanks to federal funding received through the Ministry of Education, the collaborative work between different French language co-ordinators, the Vancouver School Board, the active participation of the Canadian Association of French Immersion Teachers, and the BCTF. This large group of Core French and French Immersion teachers from all grade levels were able to spend two weeks learning, speaking French, and becoming trained on DELF (Diplôme d’études de la langue française) diploma exams. This was the biggest cohort of BC teachers doing a professional development overseas. This was certainly a professional development “par excellence,” including home stays with French families, tours of local cultural and historical sites, and of course much tasting of local food and drink, but most importantly, the opportunity to exchange with colleagues and gain new skills. The excellent instructors and the varied programs offered at CAVILAM (Centre d’approches vivantes des langues et des medias) in Vichy. The original concept of the DELF training session in France began with an initial training session in Vancouver in December 2008 organized in collaboration between the Canadian Association of Immersion Teachers, the French Embassy, and the BCTF. At that time 11 participants became certified DELF trainers and 4 became marker/examiners. The vision established by the language co-ordinators was that the DELF diplomas would enhance the teaching and learning of French in BC as well as improve student retention in French programs (particularly French Immersion). The frameworks of the DELF exams are based on the Common European Framework (CEF), which is becoming implemented throughout Canada in language curriculum as well as assessment of French as an official language. As a result of this training session, BC is poised to create a DELF exam centre. Important discussions are planned between the BC Ministry of Education, some designated BC universities, the BCTF, and other school district representatives to implement a plan for the centre and a process for implementation. The centre may hold the possibility of continuing professional development for French teachers. Promotion of the DELF to the stakeholders in French language education is also a priority. Participants were united in their positive response to the DELF and the Common Framework as a tool for improving teaching and learning. Besides the BCTF, French language co-ordinators played a key role in the success of the DELF training. Many thanks to Daniel Belanger, French Language consultant with the VSB and member of the BCTF French Advisory Committee and Alicia Logie, French language co-ordinator with Surrey School District and president of the Canadian Association of Immersion Teachers, for supervising teachers recruitment and working closely with the BCTF to co-ordinate the project. The best professional development leaves lasting effects on the teaching and learning of those who participated. The participants at Vichy, from almost every district in the province, have forged new professional relationships, connected with colleagues who share the same passion for French instruction, deepened their knowledge of French, French culture, and pedagogical strategies, and made friends on both sides of the Atlantic who they will never forget. What are participants bringing back from Vichy? The program was extremely well organized and thoughtfully put together. From the very first day of our arrival to the very last day of our stay, I was continuously impressed by the heartfelt welcome of the staff at Cavilam. It was wonderful being able to learn and share ideas with other French teachers from all around the world. I am extremely grateful for my time in France this summer and I would like to thank the team at the BCTF for your hard work in organizing this trip and for all those involved in making this invaluable learning experience possible. – Lesley Chung, Coquitlam  The time was très chargé. It was great to be in a different and wonderful place, meeting so many teachers from around the globe, and learning so much as well as deliberately taking time to consider teaching strategies and approaches (things we do all the time but not neccesarily on purpose) not just toward French—the language—but all aspects of life in French and French culture. There are implications for British Columbia in the way we teach French as a second language and Second Languages in general. – Yvette Cassidy, Vancouver  Oral language, before everything, before reading and writing, children need to know the rhythm of the language and the sounds of the language. – Nathalie Sanft, Surrey  We are opening the door to the francophonie,” not just those who speak French in Canada and France, but the thousand students from 50 countries in the world who joined us in Vichy to learn French or to learn how to teach French. – Elizabeth Woo-Simard, Surrey  It is important to have students use the language, enjoy the language—we have to resist having them write everything at the beginning, let them learn the rhythm of the language, play with the language before they learn the grammatical rules. We have to teach them the sounds, how to name things, then the verbs for describing actions, then help them put it together. We have to teach them like babies learn their first language. – Danuta Kinnear, Surrey The full-day classes were intense but in the end, we were left with a strong sense of accomplishment and confidence with our level of training. – Nicole Weghsteen, Burnaby  We feel honoured to have been part of this unique opportunity to extend our professional growth. – Sandra Pritchard, Williams Lake Moh Chelali is the BCTF’s French Programs co-ordinator. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140925,bcparentinfo.ca,http://bcparentinfo.ca/news/?pub=2014-07-19T17:30:00Z,News - BC Parent Info    Learning Resources Student Achievement Parent Support Latest News Latest News Parent Support Student Achievement Learning Resources Questions about back to school? CLICK HERE Six more districts ratify new agreements for support staff Saturday, July 19, 2014 10:30 AM VICTORIA - Six more school districts and more than 2,600 support staff workers have recently ratified new agreements under the B.C. government’s 2014 Economic Stability Mandate. The six school districts are: SD 38 (Richmond) - 1,154 support staff workers (CUPE Local 716) SD 53 (Okanagan Similkameen) - 199 support staff workers (CUPE Local 523) SD 61 (Greater Victoria) - 251 support staff workers (CUPE Local 382) SD 67 (Okanagan Skaha) - 332 support staff workers (CUPE Local 523) SD 83 (Okanagan-Shuswap) - 514 support staff workers (CUPE Local 523) SD 85 (Vancouver Island North) - 199 support staff workers (CUPE Local 401) To date this means more than 6,800 support staff workers in 16 school districts have fully ratified agreements in place. The remaining districts are working to ratify agreements by November. Within 30 days of ratification of a new collective agreement by a board of education, the local union and BCPSEA, the board will reimburse each employee for all scheduled hours that the employee and has not otherwise been paid during the BCTF strike. The term of the new agreement for each district is from July 1, 2014, to June 30, 2019. It provides for a modest 5.5% wage increase over the five years of the term, with potential for additional increases if the B.C. economy exceeds the annual forecasts set by the Economic Forecast Council during the last four years of the agreement. The government’s Economic Stability Mandate provides public-sector employers the ability to negotiate longer-term agreements within a fixed fiscal envelope, and offers employees an opportunity to participate in the province’s economic growth through the Economic Stability Dividend. Settlements are expected to be unique and to reflect priorities negotiated to ensure labour stability and affordable service delivery throughout B.C. Media Contacts: Government Communications and Public Engagement Ministry of Education 250 356-5963 Government Communications and Public Engagement Ministry of Finance 250 213-8065 BACKGROUNDER 2014 Economic Stability Mandate - Key Facts Currently, there are more than 150,000 public-sector employees covered by tentative or ratified agreements under the Economic Stability Mandate. This represents about half of all unionized public-sector employees in B.C. If the province’s real GDP growth exceeds forecasts over the term of the agreement, the agreement provides for the sharing of some benefits of that growth with the public-sector employees who work on behalf of British Columbians and help make that growth possible. Under this proposal, employees would receive a conditional, incremental wage increase equal to half of any percentage-point gain in real GDP growth above the Economic Forecast Council’s forecast published in the February Budgets. For example, if actual real GDP growth is one percentage point above forecast real GDP growth, then a 0.5% wage increase would result, beyond whatever wage increase had been negotiated in the contract. An up to date listing of tentative and ratified agreements under the Economic Stability Mandate is available at: http://www.fin.gov.bc.ca/psec/ Media Contacts: Government Communications and Public Engagement Ministry of Education 250 356-5963 Government Communications and Public Engagement Ministry of Finance 250 213-8065 Back to Latest News Share This  Copyright Disclaimer Privacy Copyright Disclaimer Privacy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media jthornthwaite last tweet "Read #BC's Blueprint in English, Punjabi, Chinese & French! http://t.co/cUCdVsL7BA #findyourfit #diverse #northvan http://t.co/cUCdVsL7BA" @jthornthwaite - 07:37pm Follow @jthornthwaite BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/contacts.cfm?page=superintendents&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true,BCTF Contacts Home E-mail Lists Links A to Z Index Contact Us Help SITE SEARCH Quick Links BCTF formsBCTF NewsFrançaisLabour linksPensionsTeacher NewsmagazineTeaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Contact Us > Boards of Education Superintendents Boards of Education Superintendents in BC 201213 Ms. Lynn Hauptman Superintendent of Schools SD #5 (Southeast Kootenay) 940 Industrial Road, No. 1 Cranbrook, BC V1C 4C6 Phone: 250-417-2079 Fax: 250-417-2081 lynn.hauptman@sd5.bc.ca Mr. Paul Carriere Superintendent of Schools SD #6 (Rocky Mountain) Box 430 (620-4th Street) Invermere, BC V0A 1K0 Phone: 250-342-9243 Fax: 250-342-6966 paul.carriere@sd6.bc.ca Mr. Jeff Jones Superintendent of Schools SD #8 (Kootenay Lake) 570 Johnstone Road Nelson, BC V1L 6J2 Phone: 250-505-7046 Fax: 250-352-6686 jjones@sd8.bc.ca Ms. Terry Taylor Acting Superintendent of Schools SD #10 (Arrow Lakes) Box 340 Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0 Phone: 250-265-3638 Fax: 250-265-3701 terrytaylor@sd10.bc.ca Mr. Mike Hooker Superintendent of Schools SD #19 (Revelstoke) Bag 5800, 1121 Vernon Ave Revelstoke, BC V0E 2S0 Phone: 250-837-2101 Fax: 250-837-9335 mhooker@sd19.bc.ca Mr. Greg Luterbach Superintendent of Schools SD #20 (Kootenay-Columbia) 2001 Third Avenue Trail, BC V1R 1R6 Phone: 250-368-2224 Fax: 250-364-2470 gluterbach@sd20.bc.ca Mr. Joe Rogers Superintendent of Schools SD #22 (Vernon) 1401 - 15th Street Vernon, BC V1T 8S8 Phone: 250-549-9226 Fax: 250-549-9200 jrogers@sd22.bc.ca Mr. Hugh Gloster Superintendent of Schools SD #23 (Central Okanagan) 1940 Underhill Street Kelowna, BC V1X 5X7 Phone: 250-470-3256 Fax: 250-870-5056 Hugh.Gloster@sd23.bc.ca Mr. Mark Thiessen Superintendent of Schools SD #27 (Cariboo-Chilcotin) 350 Second Avenue North Williams Lake, BC V2G 1Z9 Phone: 250-398-3824 Fax: 250-392-3600 mark.thiessen@sd27.bc.ca Ms. Sue Ellen Miller Superintendent of Schools SD #28 (Quesnel) 401 North Star Rd Quesnel, BC V2J 5K2 Phone: 250-992-8802 Fax: 250-992-7652 sueellenmiller@sd28.bc.ca Ms. Evelyn Novak Superintendent of Schools SD #33 (Chilliwack) 8430 Cessna Drive Chilliwack, BC V2P 7K4 Phone: 604-792-1321 Fax: 604-792-9665 Evelyn_Novak@sd33.bc.ca Mr. Kevin Godden Superintendent of Schools SD #34 (Abbotsford) 2790 Tims Street Abbotsford, BC V2T 4M7 Phone: 604-859-4891 Fax: 604-852-5898 kevin_godden@sd34.bc.ca Ms. Suzanne Hoffman Acting Superintendent of Schools SD #35 (Langley) 4875 - 222nd Street Langley, BC V3A 3Z7 Phone: 604-534-7891 Fax: 604-532-1405 shoffman@sd35.bc.ca Dr. Jodan Tinney Superintendent of Schools SD #36 (Surrey) 14033 92nd Avenue Surrey, BC V3V 0B7 Phone: 604-595-6308 Fax: 604-595-6309 tinney_j@sd36.bc.ca Ms. Dianne Turner Superintendent of Schools SD #37 (Delta) 4585 Harvest Drive Delta, BC V4K 5B4 Phone: 604-952-5340 Fax: 604-952-5379 dturner@deltasd.bc.ca Ms. Moneca Pamer Superintendent of Schools SD #38 (Richmond) 7811 Granville Avenue Richmond, BC V6Y 3E3 Phone: 604-668-6000 Fax: 604-233-0150 mpamer@sd38.bc.ca Mr. Steve Cardwell Superintendent of Schools SD #39 (Vancouver) 1580 West Broadway Vancouver, BC V6J 5K8 Phone: 604-713-5100 Fax: 604-713-5412 scardwell@vsb.bc.ca Mr. John Gaiptman Superintendent of Schools SD #40 (New Westminster) 1001 Columbia St. New Westminster, BC V3M 1C4 Phone: 604-517-6328 Fax: 604-517-6319 gaiptman@sd40.bc.ca Mr. Kevin Kaardal Superintendent of Schools SD #41 (Burnaby) 5325 Kincaid Street Burnaby, BC V5G 1W2 Phone: 604-296-6900 Fax: 604-296-6910 kevin.kaardal@sd41.bc.ca Ms. Laurie Meston Superintendent of Schools SD #42 (Maple Ridge) 22225 Brown Avenue Maple Ridge, BC V2X 8N6 Phone: 604-463-4200 Fax: 604-463-0573 Laurie.Meston@sd42.ca Mr. Tom Grant Superintendent of Schools SD #43 (Coquitlam) 550 Poirier Street Coquitlam, BC V3J 6A7 Phone: 604-939-9201 Fax: 604-936-2932 tgrant@sd43.bc.ca Mr. John Lewis Superintendent of Schools SD #44 (North Vancouver) 721 Chesterfield Avenue North Vancouver, BC V7M 2M5 Phone: 604-903-3444 Fax: 604-903-3449 jlewis@nvsd44.bc.ca Mr. Chris Kennedy Superintendent of Schools SD #45 (West Vancouver) 1075 - 21st Street West Vancouver, BC V7V 4A9 Phone: 604-981-1031 Fax: 604-981-1001 ckennedy@sd45.bc.ca Mr. Patrick Bocking Superintendent of Schools SD #46 (Sunshine Coast) Box 220, 494 South Fletcher Road Gibsons, BC V0N 1V0 Phone: 604-886-8811 Fax: 604-886-4489 pbocking@sd46.bc.ca Mr. Jay Yule Superintendent of Schools SD #47 (Powell River) 4351 Ontario Avenue Powell River, BC V8A 1V3 Phone: 604-414-2600 Fax: 604-485-6435 jyule@sd47.bc.ca Ms. Lisa McCullough Superintendent of Schools SD #48 (Sea to Sky) Box 250 Squamish, BC V0N 3G0 Phone: 604-892-5228 Fax: 604-892-1038 lmccullough@sd48.bc.ca Ms. Norma Hart Superintendent of Schools SD #49 (Central Coast) Bag 130 Hagensborg, BC V0T 1H0 Phone: 250-982-2691 Fax: 250-982-2319 nhart@sd49.bc.ca Mr. Angus Wilson Superintendent of Schools SD #50 (Haida Gwaii) Box 69 Queen Charlotte City, BC V0T 1S0 Phone: 250-559-8471 Fax: 250-559-8849 awilson@sd50.bc.ca Mr. Kevin Argue Superintendent of Schools SD #51 (Boundary) Box 640 (1021 Central Avenue) Grand Forks, BC V0H 1H0 Phone: 250-442-8258 Fax: 250-442-7737 kevin.argue@sd51.bc.ca Ms. Sandra Jones Superintendent of Schools SD #52 (Prince Rupert) 634 - 6th Avenue East Prince Rupert, BC V8J 1X1 Phone: 250-624-6717 Fax: 250-627-0772 sjones@sd52.bc.ca Ms. Beverly Young Superintendent of Schools SD #53 (Okanagan Similkameen) Box 1770 (34061 - 101st Street) Oliver, BC V0H 1T0 Phone: 250-498-3481 Fax: 250-498-4070 byoung@sd53.bc.ca Mr. Chris van der Mark Superintendent of Schools SD #54 (Bulkley Valley) Box 758 Smithers, BC V0J 2N0 Phone: 250-877-6831 Fax: 250-877-6835 ch-vandermark@sd54.bc.ca Mr. Brian Pepper Superintendent of Schools SD #57 (Prince George) 2100 Ferry Avenue Prince George, BC V2L 4R5 Phone: 250-561-6800 Fax: 250-561-6801 bpepper@sd57.bc.ca Mr. Stephen McNiven Superintendent of Schools SD #58 (Nicola Similkameen) Box 4100, Stn Main Merritt, BC V1K 1B8 Phone: 250-378-5161 Fax: 250-378-6263 smcniven@sd58.bc.ca Ms. Kathy Sawchuk Superintendent of Schools SD #59 (Peace River South) 11600 7th Street Dawson Creek, BC V1G 4R8 Phone: 250-782-8571 Fax: 250-782-3204 kathy_sawchuk@mail.sd59.bc.ca Mr. Dave Sloan Superintendent of Schools SD #60 (Peace River North) 10112 - 105 Avenue Fort St. John, BC V1J 4S4 Phone: 250-262-6000 Fax: 250-262-6046 dsloan@prn.bc.ca Ms. Sherri Bell Superintendent of Schools SD #61 (Greater Victoria) 556 Boleskine Road Victoria, BC V8Z 1E8 Phone: 250-475-4162 Fax: 250-475-4112 sbell@sd61.bc.ca Mr. Jim Cambridge Superintendent of Schools SD #62 (Sooke) 3143 Jacklin Road Victoria, BC V9B 5R1 Phone: 250-474-9807 Fax: 250-474-9850 jcambridge@sd62.bc.ca Ms. Nancy MacDonald Superintendent of Schools SD #63 (Saanich) 2125 Keating Cross Road, PO Box 2000 Saanichton, BC V8M 2A5 Phone: 250-652-7332 Fax: 250-652-7360 nmacdonald@sd63.bc.ca Ms. Lisa Halstead Superintendent of Schools SD #64 (Gulf Islands) 112 Rainbow Road Salt Spring Island, BC V8K 2K3 Phone: 250-537-5548 Fax: 250-537-4200 lhalstead@sd64.bc.ca Ms. Wendy Hyer Superintendent of Schools SD #67 (Okanagan Skaha) 425 Jermyn Avenue Penticton, BC V2A 1Z4 Phone: 250-770-7713 Fax: 250-770-7732 whyer@summer.com Mr. Dave Hutchinson Superintendent of Schools SD #68 (Nanaimo) 395 Wakesiah Avenue Nanaimo, BC V9R 3K6 Phone: 250-754-5531 Fax: 250-741-5218 david.hutchinson@sd68.bc.ca Mr. Rollie Koop Superintendent of Schools SD #69 (Qualicum) Box 430 Parksville, BC V9P 2G5 Phone: 250-248-4241 Fax: 250-248-5767 rkoop@sd69.bc.ca Mr. Cam Pinkerton Superintendent of Schools SD #70 (Alberni) 4690 Roger Street Port Alberni, BC V9Y 3Z4 Phone: 250-720-2770 Fax: 250-723-0318 cpinkerton@sd70.bc.ca Ms. Sherry Elwood Superintendent of Schools SD #71 (Comox Valley) 607 Cumberland Road Courtenay, BC V9N 7G5 Phone: 250-334-5500 Fax: 250-334-5552 sherry.elwood@sd71.bc.ca Mr. Tom Longridge Superintendent of Schools SD #72 (Campbell River) 425 Pinecrest Road Campbell River, BC V9W 3P2 Phone: 250-830-2398 Fax: 250-287-2616 tom.longridge@sd72.bc.ca Dr. Terry Sullivan Superintendent of Schools SD #73 (Kamloops-Thompson) 1383 Ninth Avenue Kamloops, BC V2C 3X7 Phone: 250-374-0679 Fax: 250-372-1183 tsullivan@sd73.bc.ca Ms. Teresa Downs Superintendent of Schools SD #74 (Gold Trail) PO Bag 250 (400 Hollis Road) Ashcroft, BC V0K 1A0 Phone: 250-453-9101 Fax: 250-453-2425 tdowns@gw.sd74.bc.ca Mr. Bill Fletcher Superintendent of Schools SD #75 (Mission) 33046 Fourth Avenue Mission, BC V2V 1S5 Phone: 604-814-3701 Fax: 604-826-4640 bill.fletcher@mpsd.ca Dr. Karen Nelson Superintendent of Schools SD #78 (Fraser-Cascade) Bag 3200 (650 Kawkawa Lake Road) Hope, BC V0X 1L4 Phone: 604-869-2411 Fax: 604-869-7400 knelson@sd78.bc.ca Mr. Joe Rhodes Superintendent of Schools SD #79 (Cowichan Valley) 2557 Beverly Street Duncan, BC V9L 2X3 Phone: 250-748-0321 Fax: 250-748-6591 jrhodes@sd79.bc.ca Ms. Diana Samchuck Superintendent of Schools SD #81 (Fort Nelson) Box 87 Fort Nelson, BC V0C 1R0 Phone: 250-774-2591 Fax: 250-774-2598 dsamchuck@sd81.bc.ca Ms. Katherine McIntosh Superintendent of Schools SD #82 (Coast Mountains) 3211 Kenney Street Terrace, BC V8G 3E9 Phone: 250-638-4407 Fax: 888-290-4786 katherine.mcintosh@cmsd.bc.ca Mr. Glenn Borthistle Superintendent of Schools SD #83 (North Okanagan-Shuswap) Box 129 (220 Shuswap Street) Salmon Arm, BC V1E 4N2 Phone: 250-832-2157 Fax: 250-832-9428 gborthis@sd83.bc.ca Mr. Lawrence Tarasoff Superintendent of Schools SD #84 (Vancouver Island West) Box 100 Gold River, BC V0P 1G0 Phone: 250-283-2241 Fax: 250-283-7352 ltarasoff@viw.sd84.bc.ca Dr. Scott Benwell Superintendent of Schools SD #85 (Vancouver Island North) Box 90 Port Hardy, BC V0N 2P0 Phone: 250-949-6618 Fax: 250-949-8792 sbenwell@sd85.bc.ca Mr. Mike Gordon Superintendent of Schools SD #87 (Stikine) Box 190 Dease Lake, BC V0C 1L0 Phone: 250-771-4440 Fax: 250-771-4441 mike.gordon@sd87.bc.ca Ms. Charlene Seguin Superintendent of Schools SD #91 (Nechako Lakes) PO Box 129 (153 E. Connaught Street) Vanderhoof, BC V0J 3A0 Phone: 250-567-2284 Fax: 250-567-4639 cseguin@sd91.bc.ca Mr. Phillipe Brulot Superintendent of Schools SD #92 (Nisga'a) Box 240 New Aiyansh, BC V0J 1A0 Phone: 250-633-2228 Fax: 250-633-2401 pbrulot@nisgaa.bc.ca Mr. Mario Cyr Directeru general/Superintendent of Schools SD #93 (Conseil scolaire francophone) 180 - 10200 Shellbridge Way Richmond, BC V6X 2W7 Phone: 604-214-2601 Fax: 604-214-9881 dg@csf.bc.ca   About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy Close Window Print Page   Boards of Education Superintendents in BC 201213 Ms. Lynn Hauptman Superintendent of Schools SD #5 (Southeast Kootenay) 940 Industrial Road, No. 1 Cranbrook, BC V1C 4C6 Phone: 250-417-2079 Fax: 250-417-2081 lynn.hauptman@sd5.bc.ca Mr. Paul Carriere Superintendent of Schools SD #6 (Rocky Mountain) Box 430 (620-4th Street) Invermere, BC V0A 1K0 Phone: 250-342-9243 Fax: 250-342-6966 paul.carriere@sd6.bc.ca Mr. Jeff Jones Superintendent of Schools SD #8 (Kootenay Lake) 570 Johnstone Road Nelson, BC V1L 6J2 Phone: 250-505-7046 Fax: 250-352-6686 jjones@sd8.bc.ca Ms. Terry Taylor Acting Superintendent of Schools SD #10 (Arrow Lakes) Box 340 Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0 Phone: 250-265-3638 Fax: 250-265-3701 terrytaylor@sd10.bc.ca Mr. Mike Hooker Superintendent of Schools SD #19 (Revelstoke) Bag 5800, 1121 Vernon Ave Revelstoke, BC V0E 2S0 Phone: 250-837-2101 Fax: 250-837-9335 mhooker@sd19.bc.ca Mr. Greg Luterbach Superintendent of Schools SD #20 (Kootenay-Columbia) 2001 Third Avenue Trail, BC V1R 1R6 Phone: 250-368-2224 Fax: 250-364-2470 gluterbach@sd20.bc.ca Mr. Joe Rogers Superintendent of Schools SD #22 (Vernon) 1401 - 15th Street Vernon, BC V1T 8S8 Phone: 250-549-9226 Fax: 250-549-9200 jrogers@sd22.bc.ca Mr. Hugh Gloster Superintendent of Schools SD #23 (Central Okanagan) 1940 Underhill Street Kelowna, BC V1X 5X7 Phone: 250-470-3256 Fax: 250-870-5056 Hugh.Gloster@sd23.bc.ca Mr. Mark Thiessen Superintendent of Schools SD #27 (Cariboo-Chilcotin) 350 Second Avenue North Williams Lake, BC V2G 1Z9 Phone: 250-398-3824 Fax: 250-392-3600 mark.thiessen@sd27.bc.ca Ms. Sue Ellen Miller Superintendent of Schools SD #28 (Quesnel) 401 North Star Rd Quesnel, BC V2J 5K2 Phone: 250-992-8802 Fax: 250-992-7652 sueellenmiller@sd28.bc.ca Ms. Evelyn Novak Superintendent of Schools SD #33 (Chilliwack) 8430 Cessna Drive Chilliwack, BC V2P 7K4 Phone: 604-792-1321 Fax: 604-792-9665 Evelyn_Novak@sd33.bc.ca Mr. Kevin Godden Superintendent of Schools SD #34 (Abbotsford) 2790 Tims Street Abbotsford, BC V2T 4M7 Phone: 604-859-4891 Fax: 604-852-5898 kevin_godden@sd34.bc.ca Ms. Suzanne Hoffman Acting Superintendent of Schools SD #35 (Langley) 4875 - 222nd Street Langley, BC V3A 3Z7 Phone: 604-534-7891 Fax: 604-532-1405 shoffman@sd35.bc.ca Dr. Jodan Tinney Superintendent of Schools SD #36 (Surrey) 14033 92nd Avenue Surrey, BC V3V 0B7 Phone: 604-595-6308 Fax: 604-595-6309 tinney_j@sd36.bc.ca Ms. Dianne Turner Superintendent of Schools SD #37 (Delta) 4585 Harvest Drive Delta, BC V4K 5B4 Phone: 604-952-5340 Fax: 604-952-5379 dturner@deltasd.bc.ca Ms. Moneca Pamer Superintendent of Schools SD #38 (Richmond) 7811 Granville Avenue Richmond, BC V6Y 3E3 Phone: 604-668-6000 Fax: 604-233-0150 mpamer@sd38.bc.ca Mr. Steve Cardwell Superintendent of Schools SD #39 (Vancouver) 1580 West Broadway Vancouver, BC V6J 5K8 Phone: 604-713-5100 Fax: 604-713-5412 scardwell@vsb.bc.ca Mr. John Gaiptman Superintendent of Schools SD #40 (New Westminster) 1001 Columbia St. New Westminster, BC V3M 1C4 Phone: 604-517-6328 Fax: 604-517-6319 gaiptman@sd40.bc.ca Mr. Kevin Kaardal Superintendent of Schools SD #41 (Burnaby) 5325 Kincaid Street Burnaby, BC V5G 1W2 Phone: 604-296-6900 Fax: 604-296-6910 kevin.kaardal@sd41.bc.ca Ms. Laurie Meston Superintendent of Schools SD #42 (Maple Ridge) 22225 Brown Avenue Maple Ridge, BC V2X 8N6 Phone: 604-463-4200 Fax: 604-463-0573 Laurie.Meston@sd42.ca Mr. Tom Grant Superintendent of Schools SD #43 (Coquitlam) 550 Poirier Street Coquitlam, BC V3J 6A7 Phone: 604-939-9201 Fax: 604-936-2932 tgrant@sd43.bc.ca Mr. John Lewis Superintendent of Schools SD #44 (North Vancouver) 721 Chesterfield Avenue North Vancouver, BC V7M 2M5 Phone: 604-903-3444 Fax: 604-903-3449 jlewis@nvsd44.bc.ca Mr. Chris Kennedy Superintendent of Schools SD #45 (West Vancouver) 1075 - 21st Street West Vancouver, BC V7V 4A9 Phone: 604-981-1031 Fax: 604-981-1001 ckennedy@sd45.bc.ca Mr. Patrick Bocking Superintendent of Schools SD #46 (Sunshine Coast) Box 220, 494 South Fletcher Road Gibsons, BC V0N 1V0 Phone: 604-886-8811 Fax: 604-886-4489 pbocking@sd46.bc.ca Mr. Jay Yule Superintendent of Schools SD #47 (Powell River) 4351 Ontario Avenue Powell River, BC V8A 1V3 Phone: 604-414-2600 Fax: 604-485-6435 jyule@sd47.bc.ca Ms. Lisa McCullough Superintendent of Schools SD #48 (Sea to Sky) Box 250 Squamish, BC V0N 3G0 Phone: 604-892-5228 Fax: 604-892-1038 lmccullough@sd48.bc.ca Ms. Norma Hart Superintendent of Schools SD #49 (Central Coast) Bag 130 Hagensborg, BC V0T 1H0 Phone: 250-982-2691 Fax: 250-982-2319 nhart@sd49.bc.ca Mr. Angus Wilson Superintendent of Schools SD #50 (Haida Gwaii) Box 69 Queen Charlotte City, BC V0T 1S0 Phone: 250-559-8471 Fax: 250-559-8849 awilson@sd50.bc.ca Mr. Kevin Argue Superintendent of Schools SD #51 (Boundary) Box 640 (1021 Central Avenue) Grand Forks, BC V0H 1H0 Phone: 250-442-8258 Fax: 250-442-7737 kevin.argue@sd51.bc.ca Ms. Sandra Jones Superintendent of Schools SD #52 (Prince Rupert) 634 - 6th Avenue East Prince Rupert, BC V8J 1X1 Phone: 250-624-6717 Fax: 250-627-0772 sjones@sd52.bc.ca Ms. Beverly Young Superintendent of Schools SD #53 (Okanagan Similkameen) Box 1770 (34061 - 101st Street) Oliver, BC V0H 1T0 Phone: 250-498-3481 Fax: 250-498-4070 byoung@sd53.bc.ca Mr. Chris van der Mark Superintendent of Schools SD #54 (Bulkley Valley) Box 758 Smithers, BC V0J 2N0 Phone: 250-877-6831 Fax: 250-877-6835 ch-vandermark@sd54.bc.ca Mr. Brian Pepper Superintendent of Schools SD #57 (Prince George) 2100 Ferry Avenue Prince George, BC V2L 4R5 Phone: 250-561-6800 Fax: 250-561-6801 bpepper@sd57.bc.ca Mr. Stephen McNiven Superintendent of Schools SD #58 (Nicola Similkameen) Box 4100, Stn Main Merritt, BC V1K 1B8 Phone: 250-378-5161 Fax: 250-378-6263 smcniven@sd58.bc.ca Ms. Kathy Sawchuk Superintendent of Schools SD #59 (Peace River South) 11600 7th Street Dawson Creek, BC V1G 4R8 Phone: 250-782-8571 Fax: 250-782-3204 kathy_sawchuk@mail.sd59.bc.ca Mr. Dave Sloan Superintendent of Schools SD #60 (Peace River North) 10112 - 105 Avenue Fort St. John, BC V1J 4S4 Phone: 250-262-6000 Fax: 250-262-6046 dsloan@prn.bc.ca Ms. Sherri Bell Superintendent of Schools SD #61 (Greater Victoria) 556 Boleskine Road Victoria, BC V8Z 1E8 Phone: 250-475-4162 Fax: 250-475-4112 sbell@sd61.bc.ca Mr. Jim Cambridge Superintendent of Schools SD #62 (Sooke) 3143 Jacklin Road Victoria, BC V9B 5R1 Phone: 250-474-9807 Fax: 250-474-9850 jcambridge@sd62.bc.ca Ms. Nancy MacDonald Superintendent of Schools SD #63 (Saanich) 2125 Keating Cross Road, PO Box 2000 Saanichton, BC V8M 2A5 Phone: 250-652-7332 Fax: 250-652-7360 nmacdonald@sd63.bc.ca Ms. Lisa Halstead Superintendent of Schools SD #64 (Gulf Islands) 112 Rainbow Road Salt Spring Island, BC V8K 2K3 Phone: 250-537-5548 Fax: 250-537-4200 lhalstead@sd64.bc.ca Ms. Wendy Hyer Superintendent of Schools SD #67 (Okanagan Skaha) 425 Jermyn Avenue Penticton, BC V2A 1Z4 Phone: 250-770-7713 Fax: 250-770-7732 whyer@summer.com Mr. Dave Hutchinson Superintendent of Schools SD #68 (Nanaimo) 395 Wakesiah Avenue Nanaimo, BC V9R 3K6 Phone: 250-754-5531 Fax: 250-741-5218 david.hutchinson@sd68.bc.ca Mr. Rollie Koop Superintendent of Schools SD #69 (Qualicum) Box 430 Parksville, BC V9P 2G5 Phone: 250-248-4241 Fax: 250-248-5767 rkoop@sd69.bc.ca Mr. Cam Pinkerton Superintendent of Schools SD #70 (Alberni) 4690 Roger Street Port Alberni, BC V9Y 3Z4 Phone: 250-720-2770 Fax: 250-723-0318 cpinkerton@sd70.bc.ca Ms. Sherry Elwood Superintendent of Schools SD #71 (Comox Valley) 607 Cumberland Road Courtenay, BC V9N 7G5 Phone: 250-334-5500 Fax: 250-334-5552 sherry.elwood@sd71.bc.ca Mr. Tom Longridge Superintendent of Schools SD #72 (Campbell River) 425 Pinecrest Road Campbell River, BC V9W 3P2 Phone: 250-830-2398 Fax: 250-287-2616 tom.longridge@sd72.bc.ca Dr. Terry Sullivan Superintendent of Schools SD #73 (Kamloops-Thompson) 1383 Ninth Avenue Kamloops, BC V2C 3X7 Phone: 250-374-0679 Fax: 250-372-1183 tsullivan@sd73.bc.ca Ms. Teresa Downs Superintendent of Schools SD #74 (Gold Trail) PO Bag 250 (400 Hollis Road) Ashcroft, BC V0K 1A0 Phone: 250-453-9101 Fax: 250-453-2425 tdowns@gw.sd74.bc.ca Mr. Bill Fletcher Superintendent of Schools SD #75 (Mission) 33046 Fourth Avenue Mission, BC V2V 1S5 Phone: 604-814-3701 Fax: 604-826-4640 bill.fletcher@mpsd.ca Dr. Karen Nelson Superintendent of Schools SD #78 (Fraser-Cascade) Bag 3200 (650 Kawkawa Lake Road) Hope, BC V0X 1L4 Phone: 604-869-2411 Fax: 604-869-7400 knelson@sd78.bc.ca Mr. Joe Rhodes Superintendent of Schools SD #79 (Cowichan Valley) 2557 Beverly Street Duncan, BC V9L 2X3 Phone: 250-748-0321 Fax: 250-748-6591 jrhodes@sd79.bc.ca Ms. Diana Samchuck Superintendent of Schools SD #81 (Fort Nelson) Box 87 Fort Nelson, BC V0C 1R0 Phone: 250-774-2591 Fax: 250-774-2598 dsamchuck@sd81.bc.ca Ms. Katherine McIntosh Superintendent of Schools SD #82 (Coast Mountains) 3211 Kenney Street Terrace, BC V8G 3E9 Phone: 250-638-4407 Fax: 888-290-4786 katherine.mcintosh@cmsd.bc.ca Mr. Glenn Borthistle Superintendent of Schools SD #83 (North Okanagan-Shuswap) Box 129 (220 Shuswap Street) Salmon Arm, BC V1E 4N2 Phone: 250-832-2157 Fax: 250-832-9428 gborthis@sd83.bc.ca Mr. Lawrence Tarasoff Superintendent of Schools SD #84 (Vancouver Island West) Box 100 Gold River, BC V0P 1G0 Phone: 250-283-2241 Fax: 250-283-7352 ltarasoff@viw.sd84.bc.ca Dr. Scott Benwell Superintendent of Schools SD #85 (Vancouver Island North) Box 90 Port Hardy, BC V0N 2P0 Phone: 250-949-6618 Fax: 250-949-8792 sbenwell@sd85.bc.ca Mr. Mike Gordon Superintendent of Schools SD #87 (Stikine) Box 190 Dease Lake, BC V0C 1L0 Phone: 250-771-4440 Fax: 250-771-4441 mike.gordon@sd87.bc.ca Ms. Charlene Seguin Superintendent of Schools SD #91 (Nechako Lakes) PO Box 129 (153 E. Connaught Street) Vanderhoof, BC V0J 3A0 Phone: 250-567-2284 Fax: 250-567-4639 cseguin@sd91.bc.ca Mr. Phillipe Brulot Superintendent of Schools SD #92 (Nisga'a) Box 240 New Aiyansh, BC V0J 1A0 Phone: 250-633-2228 Fax: 250-633-2401 pbrulot@nisgaa.bc.ca Mr. Mario Cyr Directeru general/Superintendent of Schools SD #93 (Conseil scolaire francophone) 180 - 10200 Shellbridge Way Richmond, BC V6X 2W7 Phone: 604-214-2601 Fax: 604-214-9881 dg@csf.bc.ca  )
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=21160&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 7, May/June 2010  Classified ads Travel/Vacation FRANCE. Ultimate vacations, privately owned, beautiful furn. 1 bdrm. central Paris. Wkly/mthly. 604-738-1876, 604-298-3904, irene.roland@gmail.com, www.ultimateparis.com  WHISTLER Condo. Sleeps 4, views, close to village, 604-943-9423, preddyplace@telus.net. BLACKCOMB Luxury 2 bdrm/loft, 3 bath, sleeps 8, ski-in/ski-out, 604-940-0156. MAUI Privately owned, beautiful fully furn. 2 bdrm, 2 bath condo, across from Kamaole Beaches. Great complex, Great location. 250-598-6955. SOUTH OF FRANCE holiday rental. Fully equipped, affordable 4 bdrm, 2 bath villa in lively town at the heart of the wine region. Near lake and river swimming and historic Carcassonne. 100 euro/wk. discount through 2010. www.southoffrancerental.com BLACKCOMB Benchlands, luxury 1 bdrm. Ski in/out condo. Pool, hot tubs, all amenities. 3 night min. www.at-blackcomb.com, 604-929-6589. PUERTO VALLARTA. Bright, clean, quiet 1 bdrm., 2 blks from beach, downtown, $495/wk. Monthly rates. 604-608-4268, dbemc@hotmail.com QUADRA ISLAND private cabin for two, panoramic ocean, mountain view, soaker tub, the perfect getaway. www.lunavista.ca DISCOVER RURAL FRANCE & ITALY ON TWO WHEELS Explore the Loire, Burgundy, Tuscany or the Dordogne, cycle through fields of sunflowers, past magnificent chateaux, into picturesque hilltop villages. Your accommodation is farmhouse style with regional cuisine and local wines. Your enthusiastic guide is a retired Francophile teacher. The other option is an independent tour designed to meet your specific requirements. For more information: www.destinationsbydesign.ca, 1-888-703-0163, info@destinationsbydesign.ca, BC Reg 39159 MAZATLAN MEXICO 2 bdrm. 2 bath condo. sleeps 4, pool, tennis, 3 blks to beach. Teacher owned. Reasonable rates. Tel: 604-733-6184, cell 604-418-7967. GATINEAU HILLS Four season chalet in the heart of the Gatineau Hills, close to skiing, golf, lakes, and rivers. Fully furnished. Phone 819-457-1160 or view at www.chaletdescollines.ca FRANCE FRANCE 2010 holiday rental. Well-renovated stone houses in ancient vineyard village, SW France. Great walking, cycling, food, wine, Cathar castles. C$742/C$1020/wk. per family, U18. E-mail mjcapper@hotmail.com, visit www.ourhouseinfrance.com.au VICTORIA Oceanfront suite; judyak.shawwebspace.ca, 250-380-6682, judyak@shaw.ca BOWEN ISLAND private waterfront cottage, easily accessed for weekend getaways. www.oceanridge.ca HORNBY ISLAND vacation accommodations, discoverhornby.ca DEEP BAY waterfront 2 bdrm. cottage, Deep Bay, Vancouver Island, overlooking Denman, Hornby Islands. Relaxing, private. Sleeps 4-6 people, N/S, N/P. Available June to Sept. 604-939-0121 or joyce.buckham@shaw.ca HAWAII Maui, Great Kihei location, 1 bdrm. across the street from nice beach with ocean view. For more information 209-599-5248 or www.maui342.com OKANAGAN/PENTICTON ORCHARD HOUSE 3 bdrm., split level home on acre of orchard overlooking Penticton. Quiet and private. Rent from Sun. to Sun. (3 night min.) Contact 604-988-7485, crawfordart@telus.net, web link available. BUCERIAS, MEXICO Studio, 1- and 2-bdrm. suites with kitchens in luxury beachfront condo, close to Puerto Vallarta. Spring Break: March 12 to 26, 2011 (1 wk. booking possible); additional 2011 wks. may be available with 1 yr’s advance notice. $500/wk.-studio; $800/wk.-1 bdrm; $1200/wk.-2 bdrm. Contact: alaing@quesnelbc.com BEACHFRONT COTTAGE for rent on sunny Cowichan Lake. Beautiful, new, luxury cabin available weekly. Visit www.members.shaw.ca/watermanproperties/ForRentAtCowichan, colleague discount, 250-656-9711. BORDEAUX, FRANCE. Wonderful 1 bdrm. apt. in classic 18th century building in heart of Bordeaux. 500 to 650 euros/wk., 10 min. walk from downtown, 45 min. from ocean and 1.5 hr. from St. Emilion. Ideal for couple. Pictures and info on request. Elisabeth 604-732-3494 or elichardon@hotmail.com SUNSHINE COAST oceanfront cottage, spectacular SW Georgia Straight Views, seaside deck, trail to 2 swimming beaches, big lawn, 3 bdrm, 2 bath, private & peaceful, FP, BBQ, walk to Gibson’s funky shops, restaurants. Spend your holiday relaxing, rejuvenating by the seashore. Ideal for families/couples. Avail Spring. $200/nt. Book your summer week now, $1,200/wk janeski@telus.net for photos, 604-921-7122. SHUSWAP LAKE cabin, sleeps 4-6, lakeview, weekly rentals from June to Sept. Call 604-525-9558. LAKE ERROCH cozy cottage, 1.5 hrs from Vancouver, 30 min. from Harrison, sleeps 4-6, golfing, hiking, fishing nearby. Call 604-525-9558. CULTUS LAKE. Enjoy a holiday in a private fully furn. waterfront suite at beautiful Cultus Lake. Reasonable rates. Phone 604-845-4379. SHUSWAP. Lease 1/2 acre lake access, view, 6 mo. $3,500. Info. jmcd@sunnybrae.tv SUNSHINE COAST. Pender Harbour Oceanfront cottage. Private dock and beach. Min. 3 night stay. Best location in harbour! July, Aug. $500/wk. Reduced rates other times. Susan 604-467-3978, www.penderharbourcottage.ca MAUI Tropical Paradise across from Kamaole Beach II. “Palekaiko” at Kihei Akahi: 2 bdrm, 2 bath ground floor suite – steps from the pool! www.vrbo.com/261362  SOUTH OF FRANCE: July 17–24. Guided excursion to Languedoc. Accommodation in small village, local travel with guides and most meals. $1,000/ person. Max. 6. Also available, two specialized art & yoga trips in late Sept/early Oct. Contact Andrea Swan, 250-592-2881, andswan@shaw.ca HORNBY ISLAND Beachfront cottage in super location. Details 250-335-2759. BIRCH BAY, WA Beach view condo, sleeps 7. www.birchbayvacation.com GABRIOLA ISLAND retreat, 2 bdrm clean, fully furnished and equipped cabin, close to beach, ferry, Folklife Village, Nanaimo $725/week. Monthly, nightly rates available Contact watremb@sympatico.ca PENDER ISLAND 4 year “new” self-contained cottage on Otter Bay Marina. Sleeps 6. Large deck, bbq, swimming pool open in May. Contact Cheryl Wilson at 604-597-4262 or Steve Wilson at 604-729-3341. MILL BAY Vancouver Is. Character spa home on private acreage for rent. Oceanview, large deck, walk to ocean/shops. Outdoor hot tub, shower and sauna. Close to Victoria. $1400/wk. Ideal for 1-2 couples. A/O, N/P, N/S Call 250-743-6926. AUSTRIA. Picturesque 1 bdrm, sleeps 4, in Strobl at the Wolfgang lake. Walk to lake, 30 km outside of Salzburg. $60/night. lasusannesimon@gmail.com ROBERTS CREEK, BC. 2 bdrm. family home, fully stocked, 1 blk to beach, walking distance to stores and restaurants, great summer spot. For more info, e-mail toroberts@dccnet.com or call 604-885-8861. Rent $700/wk, reduced for longer stays. FRANCE Les Bourdas epitomizes the classic simplicity of rural French living. Situated in a tranquil hamlet, this secluded farmhouse and guesthouse are spacious, fully equipped and tastefully decorated. Within sight of the majestic Pyrenees, this is a fabulous base to explore the regional diversity of Southwestern France. www.francecountryhouse.net, vidouze@gmail.com COMOX VALLEY riverfront, 2 bdrm. condo, 5 min. walk from downtown Courtenay. Swimming/tubing. July $1000. lilibis@telus.net TOFINO. Owned by a Salt Spring teacher’s family, this cozy condo is on the harbor in Tofino, at Elk Landing, across from The Shelter Restaurant, walking distance to town. To view, go to www.tofino beach homes, go to select your property, go to Eagles Nest. Call 250-725-2570. KNOUFF LAKE rustic cabin, 40 min. north of Kamloops. Treed lot, good fishing, propane light and wood stove. Comes with boat, motor and canoe. Reasonable weekly rate, Norm 250-579-8738. CULTUS LAKE Spring/summer getaway. Rent a brand new upscale fully loaded 2 bdrm. cabin with 6 appliances, AC, fireplace, 2 decks, BBQ etc. Stunning resort-like amenities building with 2 pools, 2 hot tubs, theatre, games and fitness rooms. Pristine mountain view. Call 604-882-9612 for excellent rates and photos. GABIOLA ISLAND. 2 bdrm. house beautiful garden, private, sauna, central, walk everywhere—trails and beaches, ns, np. $1500/mo. July 1 to Aug. 15. email: alisvendsen@shaw.ca DISCOVER beautiful Gabriola. Waterfront cottage on tranquil Pilot Bay. Invite your family for a getaway vacation together. 3 bdrm, fully furnished, and a sleeping cottage. Weeks available in June ($75/night) and August ($135/night). Rates are based on 6. $20/wk. each additional person. Call Kathy 250-743-2829. PENDER HARBOUR getaway. Lovely 3-bdrm house by the sea. Clean, spacious and bright. Visit greatspots.com (search 'Panorama Haven') or call Linda or Paul at 604-567-7062. QUADRA ISLAND Lovely log cottage, located within a few minutes walk of Rebecca Spit provincial park. The Frog and Fern cottage is a fully equipped 2 bdrm. cottage (sleeps 5). Full kitchen, 2 person tub, BBQ, washer, dryer, lots of privacy. Children always welcome. For more details, see www.frogandfern.com BUCERIAS, MEXICO Waterfront condo, 2 bdrm, 2 bath, fully equipped, deck overlooking Bay of Banderas, weekly and monthly rentals. www.condoplayalinda.com, contact gwwood-linda@hotmail.com QUEEN CHARLOTTE ISLANDS/HAIDA GWAII Fabulous “mothership” kayaking, wilderness adventure, unforgettable experiences. 1-888-559-8317, www.TourHaidaGwaii.com  For Rent/Exchange WANTED: 1 bdrm suite starting Sept. 1 in White Rock area for quiet teacher and indoor cat. Please e-mail teacherandcat@hotmail.com VANCOUVER Clean, bright, quiet, centrally located condos at Robson & Bute. 1 bdrm. $95. Daily/wkly/ mthly rates. 604-608-4268, dbemc@hotmail.com VICTORIA. Short term, 1 bdrm. fully furn. suite, near UVic and downtown. www.VictoriaHolidaySuite.blogspot.com SUBLET Vancouver. August only. 3 bdr. house. $1500. gingergreen@shaw.ca VANCOUVER Newly refurbished, furnished studio apt for rent in West End, 2 blks from Stanley Park & English Bay. Weekly/monthly rates. jkathleen@shaw.ca WANTED VANCOUVER AREA Furnished apartment for 2 months during summer. 50-year-old male, N/S. References available. anazif@hotmail.com VANCOUVER wanted to rent, furnished apartment downtown. July & Aug. or exchange for house rural Okanagan. 250-547-6788, mjanzen10@hotmail.com VICTORIA. Contemporary newer 3 bdrm/2 bath, garden-level duplex. Fantastic location. NP/ NS. July 5 to Aug. 28. $1,600 inclusive. 250-592-4563. pchauhan@shaw.ca  ENJOY VICTORIA this summer! Rent our comfortable and conveniently located townhouse from July 5 to July 30. 2 bdrm. 2 bath, & den. jmalo@shaw.ca WHITE ROCK house lease August 1. One yr or longer. 1200 sq. ft. bungalow, 2 bdrm, 1-1/2 bath, wood floors, fireplace, partial ocean view. $1,590 plus utilities. References required. Serious inquiries only please. 604-837-1117. EXCHANGE of Grannie Suites. Retired teacher (& husband) want to exchange use of suite in Victoria (Oak Bay) for suite in Kitsilano/ Point Grey/Shawnessey/Kerrisdale. Flexible as to timing. merete@shaw.ca VANCOUVER Bright, furnished, 1 bdrm. apt. in trendy Main St. area for July. $900. 604-873-9973 or leanneross@gmail.com CRESCENT BEACH small 3 bdrm, 1 bath furnished collage. Seasonal rental. Sept. 1/10 to June 30/11. Appliances, W/D, N/S, N/P. $900/mo. 250-247-8632. VICTORIA Cozy, furnished house, all incl. Sept., Oct., park-like backyard. Gardening and lawn care provided. N/P, N/S. $1500. smberry@shaw.ca VICTORIA Tuscan-Like, 2-bdrm, spacious, above-ground, garden suite, in elegant Arts and Crafts home. May-July $1000 mo. Furnished or not. Meticulously maintained, in convenient location to city, bus, shopping, parks, walking, cycling. Call Judi @ 259-361-2003. HOUSE EXCHANGE Bonny Hills NSW Australia. 3-4 bdrm, 2 bath house to exchange for a house on Vancouver Island, Aug. 1-20, 2010. Simultaneous exchange not necessary as Aug. is winter in Australia. Overlooks the ocean, close to hiking, cycling trails, less than 5 min. to surfing beaches. Bikes & surfing equipment available. A Toyota Corolla could be included in the exchange. We have had 2 teacher exchanges to Canada and have just completed a very successful exchange to Sidney BC. Retired couple with family in Victoria BC. We are always open to exchanges to Vancouver Is. Contact judylove@iprimus.com.au HOUSE FOR RENT Vernon. July 1-31, 2010. Furnished, 3 bdrm. house, quiet neighbourhood. Adults only, N/P, N/S, $800. sholomenko@shaw.ca HOUSE/DOG SITTING. Vancouver Island, between Campbell River and Courtenay. 3 bdrm house, kid oriented. Dog is 10, kid-friendly, needs company. Within walking distance of Oyster River and a 3-5 min. drive to Saratoga Beach. July 22 to August 5. Contact info: cabele@telus.net, 250-923 9126. 108 MILE Nice, 4 bdrm. fiurnished waterfront house, $1,100 plus util. Sept. 1, jeffjoe@shaw.ca, 604-264-4488. MAPLE RIDGE. Furnished, 3 bdrm, 2 bath, 1500 sq. ft. upstairs of house available from Sept/10 to June/11 $1500 obo. Laundry, nice yard, close to schools, bus, park. NS, pets ok. 604-466-5185 or tdella@sd43.bc.ca Miscellaneous 100th ANNIVERSARY–NORTH VANCOUVER High School, August 14, 2010. Former teachers: Celebrate as honoured guests. Contact Linda 604-987-5062. Former students: registration forms available www.northvansss.com. Contact Laurel 604-980-7429. Everyone welcome who attended the school–NOT a grad reunion. 100th ANNIVERSARY–TECUMSEH School. Thurs., June 3 (4-8 pm) Register: phone 604-731-6671 or www.tecumsehelementary.ca KITSILANO HIGH SCHOOL. 50th Reunion, Class of 1960, Teachers from 1954 to 1960 are invited to attend the 50th Reunion as guests of the Class of 1960. 7:00 p.m., Fri., September 10, 2010—Meraloma Clubhouse, Connaught Park, 10th Ave. between Larch and Balsam. We’d love to see you. RSVP to: Sheldon Cole 604-241-7751, scole@telus.net or Karen Mclure 604-985-5757 or 604-666-5992, mormc@shaw.ca. GULF ISLANDS CONDO FOR SALE. Beautiful Salt Spring Island one level condo.Walk to town and ocean.Total security for the busy or absent owner. Beautiful gardens and private driveway. See pics and full description at www.realtor.ca and search MLS #270505 under residential properties, Norman T Rothwell Associate Broker, toll free 1-877-537-5166 or NormanRothwell@royallepage.ca  SCHOOL TATTOOS 1,000 tattoos with your school’s logo $149. Visit www.schooltattoos.ca or e-mail info@schooltattoos.ca or call 613-567-2636. LEARN TO PLAY the Hawaiian steel guitar. http://members.shaw.ca/steelguitar TEACHERS’ TUTORING SERVICE needs high school tutors for Math and Science. BCCT teachers, Metro Vancouver, flexible hours, good rates. 604-730-3410, teacher@tutor.bc.ca, www.tutor.bc.ca PRO-D PRESENTATIONS that revitalize your teaching skills in creative writing. Visit www.beaconlit.com/ Teacherworkshops.htm, then call 604-469-1319 or e-mail info@beaconlit.com to book Julie Ferguson for your classroom or next conference/school event. VARIETY–THE CHILDREN’S CHARITY Working with children is your passion. Leaving a legacy to Variety in your Will for BC’s special kids is your gift of a lifetime. There are estate planning benefits too. Contact Peter Chipman or Paul Spelliscy for information. Toll free 1-800-381-2040 or 604-320-0505 or e-mail peter.chipman@variety.bc.ca THINKING OF RETIRING? Join the BC Retired Teachers’ Association. Keep current. Be informed and lend your voice to: Pension plan discussions, indexing, health plans, health benefits. For more information, go to www.bcrta.ca or call 604-871-2260, 1-877-683-2243. RETIRING EARLY? Confused by your lump-sum pension payout option? Let me guide you to a wise and secure decision. Learn more about the issue and my unbiased approach at www.creatingthegoodlife.com PD CRUISE FOR EDUCATORS July 10-17. Join us onboard our beautiful 117' ship; snorkeling, kayaking, hiking, exploring and discovering the Sea of Cortez, followed by a 2 night stay in Cabo San Lucas. For more info: www.panterra.com Adventure Cruising the Sea of Cortez. AUSTRALIA. Live and teach. Emigrate and become a citizen or just a working holiday. www.hallmarkimmigration.com.au JOB UNCERTAINTY Inadequate pension? Proven income diversification program, home-based business with sigificant tax benefits. Inquiries welcome. A fellow educator: 778-245-2901. HOME FOR SALE. Comox Valley-Vancouver Island, 3 bdrm, 1700 sq.ft. rancher on .6 acres. $295,000. www.bcislandhomes.com/krueger)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=19514,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 1, September 2009  Inner-city children in crisis By Noel Herron Heartfelt pleas from inner-city parents for assistance; repeated cuts over the years to basic programs; crushing operating costs in maintaining a key local early-childhood facility; dramatic increases in vulnerable kids’ waiting lists for services; a revolving door of ministers in the Ministry of Children and Family Development (MCFD); provincial failure to meet the unique and urgent needs of preschoolers in Canada’s poorest postal code—all these factors have now created a perfect storm—a crisis in the lives of preschool children and parents in Strathcona. A colourful scroll, prepared by the children, accompanied by a carefully documented brief from the Board of Directors of the Ray Cam Community Co-operative Association was sent to Premier Gordon Campbell. It was endorsed by broadly based local community groups. This issue was placed on the desk of a man who has publicly stated that all of his political life he regarded kids’ needs as his top priority. He referred the issue to Mary Pollock, the new MCFD minister. The ongoing crisis will test the credibility of the premier’s statement. It is abundantly clear to those of us who have worked in the inner city over the years, that government’s highly centralized programs with their one-size-fits-all funding approach, are badly outdated. In fact they have broken down completely, leaving the most vulnerable kids in this province at risk. Two Vancouver elementary schools—Strathcona and Seymour—are in the Strathcona area, while two nearby schools with over 50% First Nations populations are also adversely affected by provincial inaction. Fresh thinking and a new approach are absolutely essential to address this crisis in early childhood development in Strathcona. The Ray Cam board’s recent brief to the premier outlines an innovative approach to the crisis based on past experience and best practices. Here are the troubling facts as delineated in the board’s brief: Ray Cam and Phil Bouvier Early Education Centres in the Downtown Eastside alone have a waiting list of over 300 vulnerable children needing early childhood and preschool programs. Other centres in the community maintain their own long lists of children needing support to meet their developmental milestones without receiving any services whatsoever. UBC’s Human Early Learning Partnership (HELP), funded by the province, conducts regular assessments of children’s school readiness. This research shows that preschoolers in Strathcona have the highest vulnerability in Vancouver in five criteria: physical health and well-being, language (communication), cognitive skills, social and emotional development, and are not ready for school. An astounding 75% of children in Strathcona are deemed to be at risk. Many of these children (estimated at over 50%) have developmental, health, and support needs that are unmet and result in failure to thrive, failure to achieve developmental milestones, and by the time they reach Grade 3, they have fallen far behind their peers. Many of these children face environmental and economic challenges that threaten their safety, physical and emotional health, and development. Ray Cam faces a crushing burden of $65,800 a year for rent and maintenance in the new Phil Bouvier Centre where 90% of parents request financial assistance. This crisis is the culmination of a decade-long struggle for equity for these children and their families who face the harsh day-to-day existence of poverty, deprivation, violence, crime, addiction, inadequate housing, and often discrimination. Because of recent cuts to existing services and the refusal to alleviate the current crisis, the crucial preschool window of opportunity for meaningful and sustained early intervention will now be inaccessible to inner-city children and thus be irrevocably lost. To date, the hypocrisy of the BC Liberals on the early childhood file knows no bounds. Their so-called initiatives over the past several years have consisted of gimmickry (book hands and car seats for parents of preschoolers) and sloganeering (Ready, Set, Learn—a weak curriculum outline and Strong Start—a feeble, part-time, drop-in program for preschoolers). All-day Kindergarten—one of the most promising and meaningful changes in our K to 12 system—has suffered a drawn-out delay with the re-election in May of the BC Liberals. With the current budget shortfall of over $7 million in the K to 12 Vancouver public school system, (VSB is now charged with early childhood responsibility) this situation will deteriorate even further. Highlighting this worsening situation, one Vancouver inner-city school, faced with an untenable Kindergarten situation this month with 13 identified special needs students (profound speech and language difficulties, fetal alcohol syndrome, and attention deficit/hyperactivity disorder) in a class of 20 children, was forced to set up two combined Kindergarten/ Grade1 classes in an effort to spread the teaching load. This does not include unidentified students on waiting lists for assessment by VSB staff. Even more troubling is the recent, much-touted, and patently phony, provincial Neighbourhoods of Learning program of which Strathcona school is a part. This is strictly a long overdue seismic upgrading of the oldest school in BC, and does absolutely nothing for early childhood education. In the 2007 Speech from the Throne, the provincial government forcefully pointed to the lack of school readiness of one in four preschoolers across BC and set up a much-ballyhooed task force in the Ministry of Education whose long-delayed report was quietly released in April. Promises about possible imminent action were made again and again prior to the provincial election. The impact of this studied delay and lack of a meaningful, comprehensive early childhood program will be very costly. It is not lost on inner-city workers, that while BC continues to feed its inexhaustible Olympic budget (the latest being the estimated $30 million plus “donation” of hundreds of fully paid civil servants as Olympic “volunteers”) that emergency funding for the poorest of our poor preschoolers is being denied. Mary Ellen Tuppel-Lafond, BC’s representative for children and youth, recently stated that vulnerable children “will pay a painfully high price” for the on-going lack of a “co-ordinated and comprehensive plan” to deal with BC’s children living in poverty. If you doubt Tuppel-Lafond’s statement, read the excellent and comprehensive, 2006 Kids ‘n Crime report by the Vancouver Board of Trade. Sadly, nowhere will the price be higher than is currently being played out in the many compromised lives of preschool children and their families in the Downtown Eastside of Vancouver. We should bow our heads in shame. Noel Herron is former principal of Strathcona Elementary School and the author of “Every Kid Counts,” a history of Vancouver’s inner-city schools. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media last tweet "" @ - 12:00am Follow @ last post "" facebook/ - Jan 1st Like Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=10190&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 6, May/June 2003 Ontario cutbacks fed SARS calamity Just 16 months before SARS hit Toronto, the Ontario government deemed the last of its leading lab scientists redundant and sent them packing as it scoffed at the prospect of any new disease threatening the province. The timing of government layoffs on October 18, 2001, left five top microbiologists in utter disbelief. Walkerton’s tainted-water scandal was a fresh memory. Bioterror threats loomed after September 11 and the West Nile virus had made its Ontario debut. But the Ontario government declared at the time that the province no longer needed their scientific expertise, insisting there were no new tests to develop: "Do we want five people sitting around waiting for work to arrive?" said Gordon Haugh, a health ministry spokesman. "It would be highly unlikely that we would find a new organism in Ontario." This February, a new organism turned out to be just a plane flight away. The SARS virus made a mockery of government predictions and exposed the weaknesses of a stripped-down public health system that many had warned was headed for crisis, a Globe and Mail investigation has found. "SARS was an accident waiting to happen—because of the priorities of the government, the cost-cutting measures, the conditions were great for SARS to take hold," said William Bowie, an infectious disease specialist at the University of British Columbia who answered Toronto’s cry for help during the early weeks of the outbreak of severe acute respiratory syndrome. People on the front lines fighting SARS say it is nothing short of a miracle that a "bare-bones" public health system managed to control the crisis. The outbreak highlighted the dire shortage of health workers to trace those at risk of the disease and glaring shortcomings in the province’s laboratory services. It exposed a patchwork communication system that left the containment team no direct means of quickly contacting hospital workers. And with no established, central body of infectious-disease experts in Ontario, officials had to cobble together a last-minute team to track crucial details about the disease, including incubation time and how it was being transmitted. "It’s been very clear to us that we were going to pay for the public health dismantling that has happened under the provincial and municipal governments," said Allison McGeer, head of infection control at Toronto’s Mount Sinai Hospital and a key member of the SARS containment team. Among those let go in 2001 was microbiologist Ching Lo, who was designing a test for the West Nile and Norwalk viruses, and Martin Preston, who was developing a rapid-detection method for the E-coli bacteria responsible for the Walkerton outbreak. "We’re living in the richest province in Canada and we couldn’t afford to have a top-notch public-health lab system to support outbreaks," Dr. Preston said. Source: Globe and Mail, May 3, 2003)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=10994&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2002 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 14, Number 7, May/June 2002 You're either there or you're not The poem below was written by a school counsellor, and sent to the education minister. The name is withheld on request, out of respect for students’ confidentiality. Dear Christy Clark Sometimes what fills my days feels invisible. Counselling doesn’t fit neatly on accountability graphs and I know no statistical formulas that tell the truth about what I do. I think of the sobbing boy who wanted to die when his Mom walked out on him—again, leaving behind only a note and bent spoons. Or, the parent trembling with worry, needing only some time, some reassurance, some linking with supports. And, the pictures on my walls of kids trusting themselves to pour their colours onto paper before heading back to their busy classes—lighter. Yesterday I spent time with a five-year-old girl whose mom lies full of tubes and disease, and I wondered who will be here for her when my job falls — no longer considered essential by some accountant’s core review. So, how do you measure my worth, Christy Clark? I picture a meter counting the tears I’ve absorbed. Or perhaps some official trying to assess whether time with me adds up to increased test scores. So much of what matters, is being there. Having open ears and an open heart in those unplanned moments when needs crack open. In the end, You’re either there, or you’re not. – a B.C. school counsellor)
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(20141006,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2014/09/tentative-agreement-yes-or-no.html?showComment0751410931111355,Staffroom Confidential: Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, September 16, 2014 Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Despite what I know was a herculean effort on the part of our bargaining team, I very much hope that BC teachers will vote no to the tentative agreement. After five weeks of strike, and twelve years of legal battles, this is not the deal that will restore sanity to public education and it is not a fair deal for teachers and students. Just as teachers in Saskatchewan rejected a deal to ensure a better outcome, I hope BC teachers will consider a no vote to let our team know we have to go back to the bargaining table. Class size, composition The agreement provided a modified LIF fund starting at $75 million per year and increasing to $85 by the last year. It is for teachers only, which will mean a slight improvement in Districts where sizeable portions were spent on Education Assistants or senior District staff rather than teachers. However, in an average size District like Victoria (20,000 students, 1,000 teachers), this will translate into about 5-10 more teachers. That is one for every five schools. To put it in comparison, Justice Griffin's judgement estimated the lost funding due to lost class size language at about $330 million in current dollars. (Read more here about the proposed Education Fund.) I heard so many teachers speak up about the need to ensure that we do not return to over-crowded classes when the strike ends. This agreement does very little to alleviate what is the most pressing issue. Throwing away the court victory The agreement provides a "reopener" in the event we win on appeal our class size language. What this means is that the language returns, but is not implemented until new language is negotiated. Without the actual implementation of the returned language, there will be very little incentive for the government to bargain it back. We would essentially be back in the very same position we are in today, with government trying to bargain it out and us trying to bargain it back in. In my opinion, even if we were legislated back to work we would be in a superior position. If we won the appeal the government would then be forced to implement the language. We are thus throwing away our historic court victory and the bargaining pressure it potentially creates. The reopener is really only mildly less offensive than E80. In both cases, we have to bargain back what was illegally taken from our contract and the government will probably never have to restore it. In fact, the "reopener" creates the perfect opportunity for government to lock us out to try and force us to agree to something far inferior. Throwing away the remedy for the last twelve years The agreement provides $105 million to compensate for grievances over-sized classes for the last twelve years. Using Justice Griffin's estimates, our loss is roughly $300 million times 12 = over $3 billion. I cannot fathom how $105 million is a fair compromise. The BCTF's original proposal to put this money back into the system was a more fair and productive approach. This agreement means we can no longer go to the courts for a fair remedy. Wages The agreement is very close to government's original offer. While I would be willing to accept this if the class size language was returned, teachers should not be taking such a significant monetary loss without the commensurate gain in working conditions. We have lost roughly 12% of our annual salary. We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut. Minimal improvements There are very minimal improvements in preparation time for elementary teachers (10 minutes per week), and TTOC daily rate. The TTOC daily rate change may depend on your grid placement. It could actually be a wage loss for long term TTOCs who are above category 5 and step 7. There is also $11 million in health and dental benefits. At 40,000 members, this is $275 each. Hardly worth consideration in the context of the rest of the agreement. What next? There are a variety of options if we vote no. We can continue the strike. We can choose to return to work and continue bargaining. We do not, and should not, accept an agreement that doesn't meet our needs and doesn't meet the needs of students and public education. When Saskatchewan teachers rejected the first deal which had 5.5% wage increases over four years, the second deal had 7.3% increases over four years. They have said this still isn't good enough. For us, our main issue is classroom conditions. We need to say this isn't good enough. The way to do that is to vote no. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 7:48 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 124 comments: Troy MooreSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:17 PM The EC recommendation states the open clause will be argued from restored language. However, selling our grievances for nothing as the 105 million is strike savings, is plenty of reason to vote no. Further, no composition caps, but a fund controlled by Superintendents is enough reason to vote no. Thursday I will vote no.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:06 PM Re-opener also says "education fund" in place until new language bargained, so old language can disappear forever.Delete Reply Mme RousseauSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:33 PM Government starved us to death hoping we'd vote yes to whatever deal they'd offer. Planned it from the start.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:07 PM We can sill choose (collectively) to return to work if we reject this deal. Many options.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:09 PM Great analysis, Tara! I think that returning to work would be a bad idea. This will frustrate parents more if they need to find new ways to deal with taking care fo kids. USe the money given to you by the other unions. I am a teacher who had to quit for stress over the terrible condition of work (split FI grade 4/5, several low LD kids with little support, one severe with no support, 2 gifted (no support), and a principal who expected me to teach 2 separate social studies AND science programs)Delete Reply Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:56 PM Good points by all but the gov't succeeded in starving my family out and completly breaking us. I will be voting YES and live to fight another dayReplyDelete Replies schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:21 PM 'Fight another day'? In the last twelve years that we have been pushing back against this government, never has the tide tide been so much with teachers, class size/composition, and public education - and never has the government been pushed back onto the ropes (especially with the call for binding arbitration). What 'other day' is being proposed that we wait for? Now is the time. Vote 'no' and give the BCTF bargaining team a renewed mandate to get a decent deal for students and teachers.Delete Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:10 PM "Another day" means to wake up and realize that 2more weeks means my family of 5 could lose our home. It means I will do all I can to recall Cc, Factbender, and other mla's, and maybe even having "a guy I know" have a chat with them. In year 1 of their reign, I don't believe they even know what "the ropes" are. I will vote YES ...for my family, and I can live with thatDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:12 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply Karen FergusonSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:03 PM Just a question: When the Saskatchewan teachers voted no, had they already been on strike for 5 weeks?ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM No. They are working with no contract. They are not on strike.Delete Shannon DavisSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:23 AM I am a Saskatchewan teacher. We are not on strike; we are currently in the conciliation process after voting "no" to 2 previous offersDelete Reply "Mama Rose"September 16, 2014 at 9:27 PM Can we truly return to work without agreeing and continue bargaining? When I suggested returning to work a few weeks ago, the answer was "being on strike puts pressure on the gov't and without pressure they have no reason to settle." And can you explain more how legislating us back would be better than agreeing to this deal? And finally, why would the BCTF executive put forward a deal that was not a good one?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:30 PM Because they need confirmation of the resolve of the membership to get something better. That is what a no vote does.Delete Reply Troylana MSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:28 PM some great points to ponder, tara......thinking thinking....ReplyDelete schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:43 PM If we vote 'no' to the tentative deal we still have options: We'd not have a contract. But we could... a) strike with full picket lines b) partially strike with phase 1 (work-to-rule) in schools c) partially strike with periodic/rotating job action d) continue negotiating e) return to work and re-escalate strike f) some/all of the above ReplyDelete Replies Caroline MackenzieSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:21 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:14 PM a) will expedite matters (I say less that 3 days)Delete Reply danabjornsonSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:05 PM I am thinking that a legislated, crappier contract would only be in effect for 2 years max (before elections...). If we take this offer, then we will be agreeing to this pseudo-E80. Should we win the court case (which we likely will), we will have to settle on the terms of the THIS negotiated contract which doesn't actually restore learning conditions; it simply allows for those conditions to be negotiated. If we say n, then we default to the 2002 contract, which DOES restore the language. A "yes" vote is saying that we are good on "crumbs"; a "no" vote is saying we want an actual meal. That's my understanding, anyway. Please correct me where I am wrong, Tara. :)ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:44 PM And word is IF they legislate, they could opt to legislate back Grade 10-12 only causing the union to have to lay off all teachers and re-hire based on seniority. That will tear the union at the seams pitting teacher against teacher for those positions. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:17 PM There will be a general strike if that were to happen! They better not do this. They will regret it.Delete Reply imaginefunlearningSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:09 PM Some good points on the background of our fight over the past 12 years, which I have been actively engaged in; however we need to recognize the climate we are in. We are not in Sask. people! We have just come through a very long summer!! We need to thank our @bctf bargaining team & recognize the toll this has taken on all of us & our families. I don't have the luxury of more time on the strike line. This may be as good as it gets. Let's read the agreement and consider getting back to work and making some $ again! That's my 2 cents worth, which would come in really handy right now!!!ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:18 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply RobSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:11 PM Go back in work to rule mode. Work this winter to recall every Liberal MLA. ThAt is the only way to apply pressure to these criminals. ReplyDelete Replies Kate RestonSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:03 PM Recall! Not sure who won the battle but the war is still onDelete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:14 AM Well said Kate... I agree 100%Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:20 PM I think say NO and a better deal will be done in less than 3 days. These guys are not criminals, they are lower than that. I bet they get a sick pleasure in hurting the kids and the teachers.Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:31 PM An official recall is in the works: https://www.facebook.com/groups/316129595235450/?fref=ts Please consider joining.Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:26 AM Leah - do you honestly think anyone who voted BC Liberal did so thinking that they would act any differently on the education file?Delete Reply JJSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:16 PM I am glad to see other members who share my views. I am outraged at a 1.2 percent "raise" in salary per year that doesn't even meet inflation of currently 2%. I feel used and abused.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:23 PM Not to mention all of the other pittance! I am actually surprised that Iker asked teachers to vote on this! Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:18 PM Hi Tara Thanks for the summary! Will we be able to vote NO to the deal, but vote YES to returning to work? Will there be three options when we vote Thursday? Why did the BCTF agree to a substandard deal for us? If we vote no to a deal that was recommended to us, the teachers look like the bad guys and public approval will plummet. I am very disappointed and frustratedReplyDelete Replies KataSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:12 AM Public approval will not necessarily plummet. I have seen strikes where the membership has voted against the executive's "best results to date", and ended up with a better offer. This offer is an insult. The $300 million will not bring funding to the national average (I believe). More importantly, the wage offer is half of the average wage increase for public and private workers (StatsCan). Delete Reply MontySeptember 16, 2014 at 10:19 PM Thank you, Tara. My thoughts too, more clearly expressed. As well, Thursday is too soon to vote, too soon to vote, too soon to vote........ReplyDelete Richard ChalkeSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:21 PM Vote no and lose every shred of public support...just sayin!ReplyDelete Replies UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:31 AM I am a member of the public and would support a "no" vote. js!.Delete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:01 AM Richard Chalke, NO you won't! I am a mother with 3 adopted special needs children who need to be in a class that is designed for them and others like them (my kids are academically slightly delayed but their issues are more social and behavioural) where they can receive the education they deserve taught in a way they can comprehend. I will speak now for all the parents I know, and we will support the teacher's if they continue to fight for our children's best interest.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:28 PM It might not be pretty at first, but once we explain things (and I hope the Mandarin-speaking teachers flood the Richmond organization that voiced their concerns), they will back us. The 3 billions that the judge came to is the first I hear about. This should be stated to every newsmedia comment section in the province. Minimize pickets and flood those outlets with commenters, just like the Liberals do. Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:45 PM I am a member of the public and a single Mother of a child in the public school system. You will NOT lose one bit of my support if you vote no. I know that you are sacrificing so that my child can have a better education, and I am most grateful for it. Having said that, I also know that you are exhausted and broke. I have been dreading that you may have to settle for less than what you (we) deserve because the government succeeded in breaking you. I am not in your shoes, so cannot judge. If the vote is a yes, I understand and I am still behind you. Delete Reply Alison RocheSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:25 PM It is a crap deal. It's always a crap deal. Once you raise the stakes to striking, anything else is a cave in. The last time we walked out was the 3 day illegal strike where I threw away 1200$ and got EXACTLY the same contract I had the year before. The BCTF called it a win because they didn't rip up MORE of my contract. Ridiculous. There are a few of us that believe that working to contract, doing 100% of your teaching job and nothing more (like paying for supplies out of your own pocket or EC) is the only way teachers will survive this government. What if they get re-elected again? Then what? Teachers have lost thousands to these clowns to make "statements" about the state of public education in this province. We can't keep sacrificing ourselves and our families. And in the meantime, you talk to parents about why you have to take this crappy road. Because up until this strike they mostly didn't care about the state of education, but god forbid you didn't run a Sports Day. Then suddenly they wanted to know what the hell was going on. Keep the conversation going in schools. Attend your PAC meetings and stop enabling this govt to underfund and overwork the system. And still get paid!ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:20 AM I am very excited at the prospect of returning to my beloved job on Friday. However I will NOT continue to put my personal money into my classroom and I will be seriously reconsidering my involvement in extra curriculars. I think we shoot ourselves in the foot with all the unpaid work we so willingly volunteer to do. Delete Reply FCSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:38 PM I heard a rumour last week from a loose lipped government insider that after the 22nd, depending on the outcome of the negotiations the Liberals were going to announce a 3 step process. I was not clear if this was based on 3 steps to resolve the strike (perhaps the 3rd step is legislation??) or 3 steps to overhaul the education system, either way, they will settle it outright. I wish you all luck and all the information that you need to make a sound decision of what you feel is best.ReplyDelete Replies Lisa BurrowsSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:53 PM I have heard similar rumours. On the 23rd, the gov. was planning on introducing a $6000 per year voucher system for 3 choices: an academic or trades program, or something called EducationCanada. Not clear whether their intention was to privatize the public system, de-certify teachers and hire them back under new wage/benefits. Not clear where these rumours originated from. Maybe fear tactics to get teachers to vote yes. In any event, I plan on voting yes. I signed up to be a teacher, not a martyr. This strike has cost us a lot. We need to regain our livelihood and hopefully continue the conversation about class composition. We have at least awakened many people to the issue, and the court case is still an avenue that could eventually improve teaching and learning conditions.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:33 PM I urge all teachers to fight and say NO to this deal. Retired teacher who had to retire because horrendous work conditions. Make me proud. They will not last long if you say NO! I know this is tough, but there is money and I hear that Van City does offer loan at low to 0 %. Banks do allow you to miss a mortgage payment. Go talki to your banker.Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM Will school districts require teachers to make up missed days, as suggested in the media? Will the school calendar be changing to make up for the missed three weeks and if so will we be made aware of those changes PRIOR to the vote? ReplyDelete KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:41 PM "Wages..... We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut." And that is the cost of going on strike!!! There is nothing that can be done about that. You cannot go on strike and put up the raise you want every week to compensate for your time on strike - it doesn't work that way.ReplyDelete Replies Drew StevensonSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:59 AM I believe the missing "..." Suggests that they meant to refer to the losses against inflation since the last wage step increase. Thus this contract does not allow us to recover the buying power lost to inflation since the last non contract or "0%" year. Add those up and compare against the proposed increase and you see that by the end of the contract, we won't be able to afford the same value of goods (loaves of bread, watts of energy, litres of gas) that we could at the end of the last contracts term. It was not a comment about wages that were lost in the strike. Those are really small potatoes when compared to the grinding power of inflation over years and years. The next contract will use this latest for a bench mark so these losses to inflation will grind at all teachers for as long as they teach. A death of a thousand cuts to our ability to afford basic goods and services. Any raise less than inflation is a cut to the value placed on us and on our ability to pay our bills. Delete Reply Ed SSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:09 PM Having lost $20,000 (including summer school wages) as the single income for a family of five is far too much; I will be voting YES to the deal, unless the independently wealthy teachers out there who wish to continue the strike will pay my bills and mortgage for me.ReplyDelete Replies Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:14 PM I feel ya. Yes for meDelete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:18 AM Ed S. With all due respect (and I mean that), how did you lose $20,000 in the strike? Teachers were out 2 weeks (all out) before they were supposed to be in June, and now 3 weeks for the start of school? It is my understanding that teachers don't get paid through the summer months. Please correct me if I'm wrong, wherever I'm wrong. Shouldn't you have been financially alright for the summer months at least? Also all teachers knew this strike had a possibility of extending into the new school year but no one teacher budgeted for this possibility? I'm truly just trying to get a clear picture of where this all stems. NO disrespect intended.Delete BlairSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:12 AM Kelly, not Ed but if you look at the numbers there was the 10% lockout haircut in May/June plus the loss of most of June and the loss of much of September. In our 1 teacher (1 non) household we calculated a $9 K - $10 K loss so far. If you add summer school earnings you can easily make the loss in the $20 k zone. As for budgeting, we budget for the summer, but did not expect the 10% haircut, nor the loss of June/Sept days which completely messed our budgeting calculations. A very good friend (single teaching mother) was crushed by the loss of the June income and is without a penny today.Delete Mr. SmoothSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:35 PM The only one who didn't get a haircut was Jim Iker... and he needs one more than anyone else. What's with that over-coiffed 70"s mullet Jim? Does wonders for the BCTF brand image!Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:55 PM Jim's hair is not open for discussion in a respectful space like this. As for his salary, he is a teacher who does not get paid when we are on strike.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:04 PM Totally agree!Delete Reply Mr. GSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:24 PM If I thought they could do any better I would agree with voting NO, but you have to be realistic. The BCTF does not use professionals to bargain and always ends up with much less than they promise the membership when asking for a strike vote. While this is not a great deal for teachers, I really think you're fooling yourself if you think it'll get any better.ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:02 AM BCTF needs to be replaced with younger more adept representatives and advocates. Also, we should be hiring professional contract negotiators - you don't go into battle with cut throat corporate types with a wooden knife. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:37 PM This is BAD deal! Say NO to it and show those (expletives) that we will not take it anymore! Come on! Show them that teachers have a spine! They will respect us, oddly!Delete Reply retaSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:51 PM I agree with Richard. Those in the public that are uniformed would be furious, and there are many teachers who just can't afford to use their wages as their voice any longer - too much has already been donated to the government. In my opinion, the deal is pretty lame. I am sitting on the fence.ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:24 AM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:26 AM So true!!! I cannot afford to fight this battle for public education any longer. Why is this my personal and professional obligation??? However I think this deal is weak weak weak. I also think its the best we are going to get. Ideologically I'm on the fence but my wallet will vote YES.Delete Reply SirThinksToo MuchSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:54 PM My wife and I will be voting "Yes" on Thursday for it is the middle path. The easy path would have been for us to go back to school with E-80 & E-81 over our heads. The difficult path would be for us to vote "No" and put our mortgage at risk and having to continue asking retired parents for handouts to feed a family with three kids. The middle path is the wisest choice for us considering the current political climate in which those who do not teach are the quickest to judge it harshly.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:41 PM I understand that this is really tough for you! I almost died teaching a few month ago. I had to quit. Please consider holding on and say no. Remember the short loss in salary will be offset in the LONG-RUn by better salary increase. This is a joke! They will be laughing at you even more if we accept this. This is a very bad deal! However, I do respect your position!Delete Reply DaleSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:16 AM Why would classroom conditions be better on October 9th after being legislated back? We have been outplayed because of our stubborn refusal to outdated, tired old tactics. It is because of these actions that have led us to this terrible deal. Time to reset, regroup and stock up for the long haul. Can't do it if half the members commit hara kiri on themselves. We are a union of professionals not a cult. ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:49 AM Could not agree more.Delete schreck!September 17, 2014 at 9:44 AM Could you please advise which tactics you believe could have been used to secure a superior deal?Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:47 AM Full disclosure: I'm a BC Liberal supporter. The only people who would benefit from a NO vote are the BC Liberals. Teachers would be bargaining with no leverage whatsoever and would be viewed by a large segment of the population as unreasonable. The BC Liberals then get portray themselves as the only party capable of dealing with the BCTF. schreck! says that the BCTF has the government on the ropes, but he couldn't be farther from the truth. The government wants people to view the BCTF as their primary opponent. Disputes like this just shore up the BC Liberal base and protect its right flank. Any half-baked recall campaign will only reinforce that. It's true teachers aren't going to recoup the lost wages from the strike. I would suggest to you that that means this job action was probably not in teachers' interests, especially without any sort of appreciable strike fund. This is the best deal teachers were ever going to get with this government and people should have been able to recognize that in June. If you want my advice (which you probably don't), it would be to spend the next 5 years building up a strike fund, electing better leaders, and hiring a professional negotiating team. Don't bring a knife to a gunfight and expect things to go well. Focus on getting the best deal you can from whoever the government is rather than trying to change the government, the HST, Kinder Morgan or a thousand different issues that distract from education and erode the union's finances further. You'd be doing yourself a favour, and probably doing the NDP a favour at the same time. Also, if schreck! is David Schreck, you can thank his opposition to STV for the last two BC Liberal majorities. I know I do.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:11 PM One step would be to stop making political contributions to the NDP. This only contributes to the childish animosity and lack of trust that has constantly characterized negotiations. How else can the Socreds/Liberals view teachers except as enemies when they so publicly support their opponents. This stupid confrontational immature approach has to STOP!!!!! Education should not be a political fight when it is so obviously a valuable benefit to our society. It was an NDP government that legislated teachers back to work in 1993. Stop making education a political fight.Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:10 PM I don't think they have to go that far. CUPE and the Nurses still contribute to the NDP yet they don't have the same acrimonious relationship. CUPE and the Nurses just make their members their priority, and broader advocacy second.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:55 PM Ryan (possibly a Liberal paid commenter), with all due respect, I disagree with you. The cumulative increase in lieu of this will be better. Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can. I say to Iker, ask for 6% over 3 years because these people love to play the 15% over 15 year game to make it so big on the surface. Some people think that this is 15% every year. Believe me! I have seen it in comment sections. Others believe that the 15% is too high not understanding that they must divide things over the duration of the contract. It is time that we play it smarter. It is time to put the foot down and ask for money given to us by other unions, if it is needed. Banks can accept one late mortgage payment. It would be suicidal for them to not help. Imagine the possible damage if that ever leaks out. They could lose a lot in teacher money. I for one would pull my money out of a bank in support! Teachers are going to show this government that we have a spine! Enough is enough! Aren't you tired of being treated like kids? (Retired teacher who almost died in a car accident because of work conditions that were horrendous. I had to quit.)Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 AM Not paid by the BC Liberals. I pay them actually... :/ I imagine astroturfers of any affiliation wouldn't disclose their bias. "Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can." How did that work in May 2013? If the teachers reject a contract that their own union endorsed, it will make teachers seem unreasonable. Whether that perception is true or fair is irrelevant. It's what will happen, and teachers will be weaker as a result. Take my advice. Build up a strike fund and focus on the internal governance of the BCTF for the next 6 years. You'll be better off for it. Or not. I don't mind you or others making it easier for the party I support to get elected. I'd just rather not see kids and teachers hurt in the process.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:37 AM Ah! The "don't-hurt-kids" card, hey, when you have underfunded education for 12 years! WOW! That takes the cake! Are your trolling? Oh! You are serious? :) Would you be surprised if I don't follow your advice, considering your lack of logic? Would you be surprised if others don't follow your advice? It is ttue that bullies like you and your ilks love to show who is the boss, who is the teacher now! I suspect that is at the root of the problem! No one wants to fail in school! No one wants to get the strap! Sad that today's teachers don't like it too! But, who cares, we are ... teachers! We deserve it! BAH! BAH! BAH!Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:22 PM That's fine. I look forward to another 16 years of BC Liberal government.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:41 PM 16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate! Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan! Sociopaths do that!Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 9:35 AM "16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate!" 16 years of our opponents still don't understand why they lost. Like I said, that's fine with me. If I said the Liberals would be in power for at least another 13 years back in 2004 you probably would have laughed too. Heck, if I told you on May 13 last year that the BC Liberals would be reelected on May 14 you'd probably have laughed too. And you were wrong. Why is that? Answer that question if you want the NDP to win the next election. Without a correct answer to it, the NDP's cause is hopeless. "Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan!" You feel they are flawed, and that's fine. I don't go around calling people who disagree with me sociopaths, nor do I accuse them of being paid shills. But I also don't feel much need to address your ad hominems. There are logical arguments to support your position, but argumentum ad hominem is not one of them. It's a textbook logical fallacy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 1:15 PM Ah! Now I get it! It is all ego-based! You think because you voted the winning party that you are a winner and we are losers! You think because you predicted that the Liberals would win, you are winner. That does not make YOU a winner or the Liberals! It is called DEMOGRAPHICS, you expletives. The baby boomers are getting old and because they have more assets and won't make a whole lot more for too long, they need to vote a govn't who is going to do just that! It is not rocket science! WOW! You think you are so superior when your party stole an election with 47% of the popular vote. That's not a majority and your party should not have been elected. BTW, did you delete from your ethical memory the words Ethnic voting scandal? The field is slanted and you know it. However, you are so willing to minimize, forget the scams and bad fairplay tactics like a sociopath is allowed to minimize or ignore his or victims emotions that you don't see that you are the loser, we are the victim of your constant bullying. 1% wage increases after years of 0% increases and you can justify that when Yahoo reports that the average Canadian can hope to get 2.5% this and next year: https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html You Liberals behave like fascists, but we can't call you that because that's not allowed! Well! Guess what? It is and you are. Live with it! You keep on dreaming you are a genius! :) I am retired, getting soon a nice pension, and laughing at you from a beach somewhere! AHAHA! Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 2:14 PM What's with the name calling Peter? For someone claiming to be retired you really don't show the wisdom of age. For someone who talks about logic, you use logical fallacies like ad hominems a lot too. It's a fair point that the BC Liberals didn't get a majority of the vote (and I'm a very big supporter of electoral reform). The BC Liberals + Conservatives did though, and I don't think it's realistic to expect the BC Conservatives to have been more generous had they been part of government. Last time I checked I just voted. I didn't "victimize" anyone. Perhaps your rage is misplaced. If you think the election was "stolen" I'm afraid I have to question your grasp on reality though. "Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?" I'm glad you'll have a pleasant retirement Peter. I have no ill will towards you. I'm not sure why you think I do. I'm not saying people were *right* to vote BC Liberal. That's a matter of opinion. All I'm saying is people *did* vote BC Liberal. More voted BC Liberal than BC NDP for the last 5 elections in a row actually. You need to understand why that happened in order to change it for the next election. Clearly you're not interested in that though. Which is fair enough. Just remember next time you're upset about something the BC Liberals do that your lack of interest is part of why the BC Liberals get elected at all.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 3:23 PM I love your culture --or the lack of thereof! Guess what, stop thinking averybody is white and must follow your little rules. Namecalling? Sociopath? Whaaaat? And, what if you are? Still can't call you that? :) You fascist right-wingers are big on censorship! I just don't like you giving us lessons on how to get the NDP in. As stated, people are voting right of the NDP because it is a matter of demographics and a little ethnic vote buying on the side. The rest is mumbo jombo. Yes, of course, they will have to go on strike in the future and yes they will have to build a strike fund. The Liberals stole that from the BCTF too! And, you wonder why I don't have any respect for them? Yes, electoral reform is needed! We agree!Delete Reply JJ GeorgeSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:46 AM As a parent, I support the teachers and respect whether they choose to vote yes or no. However I noticed a discrepancy here from other information I've read regarding prep time for elementary teachers. Here it states minimal improvement to prep time - only 10 minutes per week being added. Elsewhere I read that it is 100 minutes per week for prep, increasing by an additional 10 minutes in the final year. That is a significant difference, and worth noting. Or have I completely misunderstood?ReplyDelete Replies Anne-MarieSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:59 AM Elementary teachers currently have 90 minutes of preparation time per week so an increase to 100 minutes per week is only gaining 10 minutes. In other provinces and some private schools they have as much as 45 minutes of prep time per day.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:56 PM Thank you for inquiring!Delete DW ZSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:57 PM You're right JJ George. There is a significant difference around the province regarding preparation times. In my district elementary teachers currently get 100 minutes of prep time. This new proposal is useless to me. I'll have to wait 6 years to gain an extra 10 minutes. Delete Reply UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:11 AM Almost nobody gets cost of living adjustments. Also inflation is NOT 2%. Do some research and look at the CPI for BC over the last 24 months. The average over the last 2 years is 0.7%, not 2%. The CPI changes every month so you cant just look at the highest month and declare that THE inflation rate. Check out the 12 month averages document for the actual numbers. http://www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/StatisticsBySubject/Economy/ConsumerPriceIndex.aspx All that being said I support the teachers. if you think this is a bad deal as a parent my dream would be for the teachers to vote no but continue bargaining because I do think the kids need to be in school and I do fear that the teachers will lose all support if the strike continues. All I ask as a parent is that you do your own research and try not to be swayed by all the opinions. ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:01 AM Inflation for August was 2.1% (http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/economy/cpi-report-expected-to-reveal-rise-in-canadas-core-inflation-rate/article20593943/). The CPI is a year-over-year calculation.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:43 AM Inflation should be looked at as a yearly average, not an individual month.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:34 PM The lawyers do not believe we have compromised our court deal. Our leadership would not have sold us out. We dodged a bullet. The Premier had something loaded even if we are not sure what it was. The idea that we could simply return to work is not guaranteed. I think a no vote could easily lead to the Liberals locking us out again because the Premier wants to crush us and she will use any excuse. She did not want to take the advice of her people and do this deal. I am certain a plan for drastic action (where we have to take the concessions they had planned) or worse - was in place. We can't guarantee the press will do any better job explaining the complexities should we say no. They rarely sided with us in markets outside of Vancouver where people are more political and they often misled or allowed others to mislead. They are not helping and would sensationalize. This would see dissolution of support very quickly - especially if we asked for wages. (Though admittedly it angers me that we can't ask for wages without being accused of being greedy when that is what most bargaining units do). But we have argued this is about kids and while this is not ideal - it is better to have teachers than not. The deal does suck in that it does not bring us to par - but this fight needs to be won with a strategy that is political and capacity will do that in another round. We have some support - but it is limited to the choir. We need to have the pews too. We need to build that capacity while working and continue to find allies because the fight is bigger than most people want to consider. This is about ideology and about privatization. Education always was political but never more so than now and we have to fight this party or the conservatives who would do the same or worse. No teacher who is responsible can ignore the politics any longer. That is simply the truth. If you work in the system you better get informed and you better be prepared to fight until retirement for the system. That said, I want to ask the same question others are asking: Why is this the job of 42,000 teachers and not the job of all citizens who want equality to fight for this right? It is time (while the conversation is still on-going and up to and including election night) for us to guide the public where we can but mainly play our part by not propping the system up. Make poverty known. Make noise about shortfalls, ask questions (in the media or in board offices ) about who is going to fix it instead of paying ourselves, volunteer some but wait for the pubic to step up so they see what schools lack. I hate the deal too. But I trust Vince Ready and Iker and I don't think we could have done better right now. I think we dodged a bullet because I have read everything this government has put out and followed the trail. They plan to privatize and they are just looking for the route. Voting YES for now does not mean we are giving up. It does not mean a win in the way we wanted but we have won a battle that will lead to us winning the war. If we don't rest up and stock up we might not get there.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:57 PM Well, if it is bigger than just this battle, then we will need ALL the unions to strike if they do indeed use drastic (draconian) measures. I say it is time for ALL of the unions to call a general strike. I guarantee that they will not like that one bit. What will they do then? Call the army? :) People in Europe, at the end of the 19th century stood up in mines. General strikes do occur in Europe and have. If you think you had it tough, think of them who stood tall for US in tougher times and conditions. Make sacrifices. Sell furniture. Tutor on the side. Ask for the BCTF money. Ask your banker to help. As friends and relatives. If we say NO, it won't last long. If they legislate us back, let's call a general province-wide strike of all unions. Delete Reply Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:47 AM Between CC's smug smile as she celebrates slaughtered teachers and Jim Iker's goofy grin - seemingly unaware that he has been a willing puppet, I am thoroughly disgusted. Over the next 5 years, teachers will be in an increasingly bad situation financially, classrooms will continue to be too large and complex with increasing medical, social and environmental issues impacting academic delivery. It could not be less obvious that things will continue to worsen. The Liberals have ensured that BC is rapidly becoming the Canadian Monaco for rich off shore interests and wealthy corporations. Soon the underpaid "workers" will have to be bussed in daily to Vancouver - Asian style. The only recourse is to move to just about any other province and bring in up to $100,000 more over the six years with much less cost of living. So we are bailing, encouraged by friends who have gotten positions in Manitoba and Alberta. My colleagues and I discovered through contacting several school boards across Canada that specialist (special needs and behavioural) and secondary science teachers are in particular demand. I want to work in a professional, respectful environment where the needs of all children are considered a priority and where I feel inspired to do my best. However, I want my vote to reflect the wishes of teachers who will be here over the next 6 (5) years, so very much appreciate your blog and opportunity to read the comments.ReplyDelete Bert SlaterSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:11 AM To vote YES will throw away 12 years of effort, and 2 victories in BC Supreme Court. To vote YES will be to snatch defeat from the jaws of victory. If you vote YES what bargaining power do you think you will have - the government will do nothing, and then what do you think you will do - take job action? PLEASE VOTE NO.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:59 PM Time to show you have a spine!Delete Reply RodSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:06 AM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Cool HandSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 AM Wouldn't a 'No' vote be a vote of no confidence in the BCTF itself?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:02 AM Not at all. It is just a message to the leadership we need to do better. The strength of the union is the members, and we support the leadership by giving them direction through democratic means.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:40 PM I disagree. How else can a recommendation by the EC to vote yes be interpreted? Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:00 PM I am sure people will interpret this both ways, but it is a vote. If it is supposed to be a "Yes", because it might be interpreted one way, then why bother having a vote?Delete Kate TSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:07 AM Yes , it would be. I don't think we could come out much better than this with this government. How will a No obtain that? Christy will be happy, she can declare the BCTF gone and roll out her plan to privatize. Delete Reply David DeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:06 AM A no vote would be a rejection of a the court victories defied by the government and an inadequate deal containing some vague promises that won't meet the needs of teachers or students on class size and other important issues.In Ontario elementary teachers get 200 minutes of prep time per 5 day cycle. I know there is financial hardship, but the union has received close to $2 million in donations from other unions; is there no way of accessing hardship funds? At minimum, vote no and return to work on work to rule with various strike options.ReplyDelete Erica JonesSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:25 AM This article actually makes me so mad. It is NOT better for the kids that they have missed almost all of june and all of september. This is what you signed up for in BC as a teacher. Get on board or GET OUT.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:20 PM Is this really what teachers signed up for? At my high school, each class has about 30 kids, with an average of 17 kids per classroom with an identified learning disability. Our district says that there should be no more than 4 kids per classroom.. How do you expect non-specialist teachers to help each student when over half of them require more resources because of a learning disability? Furthermore, are you generalizing the "better-ness" to all the kids in BC? Because I don't think that it would be better if kids went back considering the learning environment isn't up to par. There are barely any Education Assistants, and support teachers for the multitude of children who need them. While I recognize and appreciate your enthusiasm for education, please realize that the public school system isn't a daycare. Also, please think about your words and the learning environment prior to speaking out. By the way, we're not an autocracy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:08 PM I can understand your frustration! Understand mine! I almost died at 7:30 pm one night returning from teaching a FI split class with several students who did not get enough support or no support at all. The principal expressed to me that he expected me to teach 2 different social studies programs and 2 different science programs. ANYONE I talked to knows that this is impossible to do, especially in French Immersion when kids get no support at home and books are often too hard for students to read. I had to quit my job. I did it for me and did it for the kids. I was like a surgeon who is asked to operate on 5 patients with an old scalpel with 2 inexperienced nurses. Predictably, 4 patients would die and I would be reprimanded! Teachers are put in terrible conditions and kids too. I hope you have the openmind to consider the reality of this honest personal anecdote. I also wish you to understand that this is likely not an isolated incident. What will it take? A kid to commit suicide because he or she is not getitng enough support?Delete Reply hilarySeptember 17, 2014 at 10:29 AM It is incorrect to equate lost funding with what the teachers would have received in grievances. The two are not equivalent. The starting position of the BCTF was $225M, so they never expected $3B to resolve grievances. I'm also interested to know where you get your figures on overcrowded classrooms. A recent Globe and Mail article says that classrooms are, on average, smaller than the caps set in 2002.ReplyDelete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:36 AM The signing bonus should be roughly $2500 each: 105 million divided by 41 thousand.ReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:53 AM It is not that simple. The $105 million is to be allocated by the union. The term "signing bonus" has been crossed off on the signed document. Some of that money may be used to pay union debts. Don't know this but clarification would be useful.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:16 PM Just quoting from the CBC news website, "And finally there are details of $105-million fund to settle grievances stemming from the ongoing court case. The BCTF says that money will be given out as a signing bonus, with specific amount yet to be determined."Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:34 AM I think it would be smart to put at least part of it into your strike fund.Delete Reply WheelsSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:55 AM If the money is used as a signing bonus, it should be based on FTEReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:12 PM Yes I am sure it will be based on FTE. The question is how much of the $105 Million is actually distributed. This is up to the union, and I am told that it is yet to be decided.Delete GuruSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:44 PM And don't forget all the retired teachers who are entitled to a share of it.Delete Reply Geoff OrmeSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:18 PM In another discussion of this someone suggested that under BC Labour Law a no vote means rejection of the proposed deal, and that means the strike continues until either: - the union in question elects to stand down - another tentative deal is presented or - the government imposes a legislated contract. I think the last of these is the most likely, and I believe the legislated contract would be draconian and brutal. What do you think, Tara? Also, I would appreciate your thoughts on Sandy Garossino's comments at https://storify.com/Garossino/should-teachers-accept-the-contractReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:14 PM If this is so, in a few month (likely a couple of years), teachers will win so much more with a Supreme Court judgment! It is possible that the Liberals know that the higher courts are stacked by Liberal judges (that is what happen when judges are chosen, not elected). In any case, a negative settlement (or not a great judgment) will galvinize the public to reform the way the Supreme court judges are being chosen. I doubt that any govn't will want that to happen. A legislated contract will make the LIbs look like sociopaths and dictators.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:47 PM Peter I think you are expecting far too much from the public, many of whom are only paying attention to this matter due to kids being home from school. The public are not remotely this savvy on the political process.Delete Reply IslanderSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:09 PM I am a continuing education teacher. We have it even worse and we are not listened to enough about our poor conditions. Those include no prep time (and we do have to mark and do report cards many times a year sometimes and commonly for 30 students in a class), travelling to different schools with no compensation, and having next to no breaks in between 3 hour classes. I worked for two years with no lunch break and taught 6 hours straight (just 15 min. breaks) to be told, "don't complain since there are others who will do it". We then got 15 min. breaks in between classes. Most of our students are wealthy immigrants, many who try to stay in classes as long as possible since the classes are free. After spending a year in Germany, I realize how better organized it is where the immigrants pay to learn the language on a sliding scale, and have to pay for a student book as well for each class. We do not even have text books, but photocopy so much at tax payers' expense. This is not right. I then teach summer school since we were not on a 12 month continual salary and most of those students are also immigrants (at least 75%). This is also free and it is becoming so common and the new immigrants know this is free babysitting and tutoring. I think one main problem is that we have so many new immigrants in our classes who need ESL like this article states about our inclusion style of education nowadays: http://www.vancouversun.com/life/Shelley+Fralic+trouble+with+schools/10203596/story.html I am honored to be teaching and like my job, but it does get exhausting especially since I need two or three jobs to pay the mortgage that I now no longer have.. back to renting since it all I can afford in this city that has become so expensive. And many don't realize that it is very very difficult to get to full time work as a teacher here. There was a formula that made it take about 10 years to get to f/t (now finally changed). I have been without pay for 3 months, and now had to finally rent a place in anticipation of returning to work, so I have to vote "yes", but please keep the comments coming for what alternatives we have. Maybe we have to just educate the public in a better way than picketing; maybe get out and walk around malls and talk to people and hand out pamphlets on how this liberal government is hurting this. Most Asians (probably just the new who are from such a different system) are already against the teachers since they do not seem to understand what is going on. http://www.vancouversun.com/Business/asia-pacific/Chuck+Chiang+Many+Asian+families+place+blame/10202757/story.htmlReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:17 PM First of all, myn thoughts are with you! I think your ideas about using different strategies is smart. Picketing is not a very good strategy to let people know about things. I think using the membership to flood media comment sections would be more effective. Going to talk to the public might be a good idea along with this, I think. Phone the BCTF and ask for support.Delete Reply Marsha HolleySeptember 17, 2014 at 1:36 PM A teachers wife Vote no you have come to far to back down. It is a -----Y DEAL. ReplyDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:45 PM Ask yourself WHY teachers cannot get 1/2 of the average increase in salary of the private sector? (The Libs will tell you because there are sooooooo many teachers, but I also hear that there are provinces where there is a need for teachers!) TORONTO - A new study says that Canadians, on average, can expect about the same size salary increase next year as in 2014. Human resources consultants Pal Benefits says a survey of 401 organizations, mainly in Ontario, Alberta and British Columbia, projected salary increase for 2015 at an average of 2.79 per cent. That was almost unchanged from the 2.74 per cent average increase projected in last year's survey. Meanwhile, in addition to the average salary increase remaining relatively steady year over year, the survey found that the percentage of employers who plan to freeze salaries appears to have stabilized at eight per cent —in the same percentages as was projected in 2014. Breaking down the numbers further, the survey found the average salary increase anticipated in the engineering, financial services and high technology sectors was three per cent. That compared with an average of 2.5 per cent on the low end for organizations in durable manufacturing. https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.htmlReplyDelete "Mama Rose"September 17, 2014 at 9:12 PM I used to agree with you, Tara, and appreciate you bringing these items to your blog to get us all thinking. But after a very long night and day of research and discussion, I realize I will be voting yes tomorrow. Here is why: I don't care about salary or benefit increases. That is not why I went on strike. I don't care if this tentative deal is not good for teachers. That's not why I went on strike either. For me, the single most important issue is class size and composition. I want to work in a classroom where I have enough time and resources available to me to adequately help all the students I teach. And while it is true that this tentative deal will not change anything in the classrooms right now (or at least most of our classrooms), I realized that we couldn't actually make changes in that area because the issues of cs and c is before the courts. When I made that connection and realized that this round of bargaining was really about a "good enough" agreement regarding wages, then the deal seems, well... good enough. BUT, the best part, is the language the BCTF legal team made around the furture court decision (the re-opener). They have it in writing that if we win the court case (which is likely) and when we have to start bargaining class size and comp again (that is exactly what Justice Susan Griffin said we would have to do) we will be STARTING from the 2002 levels. To make this simple to understand, I explained it to my friends using a number line. With this new language, the BCTF starts the next round of bargaining at say a 50. The government will want us to go to 10 or 15, and we'll compromise and end up maybe 25. But WITHOUT that language, we would have started bargaining at a 10 and only gone down from there. So I do believe it is the best deal possible, it still factors in the biggest issue (from my perspective), we do not lose the important gains of the past, and most importantly, everyone gets to go back to school.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 PM Mam Rose, I appreciate your point of view and your courage. However, let me point out to you and the readers that a decision at the BC supreme court might not turn out the way teachers anticipate. We all know that judges are appointed and who does the appointing? "All justices of the BCSC (including the position of Chief Justice and Associate Chief Justice) are appointed by the federal cabinet, on recommendation of the Minister of Justice. Masters are appointed by the provincial cabinet, on recommendation of the Attorney General in consultation with the Chief Justice." (Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Supreme_Court_of_British_Columbia) Now, I would like to think that all of those people are objective, but they are appointed and we know that there are political appointments. They have a lot of discretion over the laws and judgments. I am willing to bet that the BC Liberals do know this and are betitng the farm (or do they know something we don't know) that the Supreme Courts are stacked against teachers? So, I am not sure if we can count on a WIN if we proceed with the court ruling. I think we would be better to negotiate and negotiate a better deal.Delete Reply retaSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:57 AM Yes...no...yes...no...The last two days have been this. I’ve read so many articles and comments over the past few months and, I can say, I have learned a lot. I know this is not a great deal for teachers right now. I will be voting yes. This is why… 1. The children. Without going into the multiple issues (e.g., grad, post secondary, trades, sports, global education/trips, planned activities, those with varying degrees of special needs, those that need a soft place to land, etc., etc.) the children need to get on with their education. 2. The parents. For many parents, this strike is a financial burden. We do not like to be called baby sitters, but for many living below the poverty line, school is a financial relief. Winter is coming; gas bills will be expensive. 3. Poverty. Remember, BC has the highest child poverty rate in Canada. Schools feed and clothe numerous children. 4. The other systems educators work collaboratively with. MFCD, CYMH, foster parents, group homes, and the multitude of non-profit agencies that support vulnerable children and families are bursting at the seams. We are a part of that team. 5. CUPE. While some have been paid during this strike, that money is coming from districts. It was not provided by the government. And, CUPE is a partner in education - from the bus drivers to the tech dept to custodians to secretaries to EAs and so on. 6. Small Businesses. In our little towns, the school district is the number one employer. There is a direct cause-effect relationship between loss of wage and loss of business. 7. Money. The amount of money that is needed to reverse the erosion of the public education system over numerous years cannot be recouped in one sitting. This agreement is a start. It’s not much but the stage has been set. 8. THE COURT CASE. That is why we were on strike. All the other stuff could have been resolved months ago, but our government was working hard to make the court case go away. Well, it still exists. I consider that the victory. We live to fight another day (as rhetorical as that sounds) AND I hope people actually read the ruling and think critically about how a loss could impact the future of the Charter of Rights, and the power of government to contravene those rights. I am guessing we will vote to ratify as so many fear “what’s next?” from this government. It’s nasty business, and I think legislation would be next. VALUING PUBLIC EDUCATION needs to come from a STRONG, CONSISTENT public voice. If we do ratify the agreement, and those in the profession and public think we've given up, we have not. We’ve been fighting for years. We just haven’t been heard… until now. ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:21 AM I understand your point of view, but sometimes you have to fight to get what you want. This is a VERY bad deal, considering: Other people get on average 2.5% salary increases last year and this year and the next and the rest of us get 1% and must feel happy if we do.? (https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html) THIS DEAL is a horrendously BAD deal for kids/parents as well, of course. We are going to continue to be humiliated and be the laughing stock of many people of this province. After a decade of paycuts, WOW, this is what they are willing to offer! WOW! WOW! WOW!Delete Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:30 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Reply Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:37 PM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:08 PM Let's cross our fingers! I think we need a general strike by all unions if CC legislates teachers back. It is time to put the foot down and tell her and the Liberals that, as in the movie Network,"I am mad as hell and I won't take it anymore!"Delete Reply Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 8:26 PM Needs help on some stats for an online debate Looking for the last 10 or 15 years of contractual salary increases in %. So, 1% for 2001, 0% for 2002,...ReplyDelete Children FirstSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:00 PM Well it's all done now. Really hope the teacher's can find another angle to deal with class size and composition as well as student funding. The government will make sure the coming court case never swings your way no matter what. 2nd most expensive place to live in the the world!!! Wonder why and where the money goes??? ReplyDelete AnonSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 PM I'm an outsider, but have followed closely this whole fiasco and this is a RAW deal. Your union hung you out to dry on this one - taking a really bad deal (clearly no one from the BCTF had rudimentary math skills in their toolbox) and then publicly encouraging to the media that teachers accept the deal....what choice did you have - a no vote would have outraged the public. I could go on and on, but the bottom line, in my opinion, is that your union better get some stronger leaders who are PR and technology savvy. Out with Iker and the rest of those who bargained on your behalf - they just got ......well , we know that happened. Whew, can't even believe how screwed you got, absolutely amazing - nothing meaningful gained in the big picture and only very minor gains for a small group of people, bigger losses for the majority.. Wow - I better stop now. Best of luck. Thanks for all you do for our children. ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ▼  September (9) Reflections on the BC Teacher Strike BC Teacher strike - Lessons learned Response to Sandy Garossino Will the Education Fund improve classroom conditio... Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Class composition: a human rights perspective Class size and composition - a short visual histor... Guest post - I WILL HOLD THE LINE Teachers - let your leadership know it is time to ... ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8880,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, Number 3, January/February 2004 Students partner to create stunning portraits by Nancy Knickerbocker Every child is an artist. The problem is how to remain an artist, once we grow up. — Pablo Picasso These wise words grace the first page of Portraits of Our Culture, a new art book created by Vancouver students from Grades 1 through 12. No doubt Picasso would applaud wholeheartedly if he could see the free creative spirit that leaps off of every page. The book both delights the eye and warms the heart, as the reader comes to see that the creative collaboration was as much about building friendships as making art. Certainly it’s been a labour of love for art teacher Malcolm McTaggart, along with many colleagues and supportive parents. The fourth in a series of books produced by Vancouver art teachers and students, this one portrays how young artists see themselves in an ever-changing world. Art teachers at 32 different schools helped secondary students mentor elementary students on a variety of collaborative projects around the theme "portraits of our culture." The students painted their portraits on everything from paper to stone, ceramic tile, and found objects. They did wool felting, photography, sculpture, and multi-media. Whatever the medium, the children enthusiastically depicted their diverse cultures in brilliant colour. "When [the portraits] are done they will be great. I just know it!" said Hannah Ker, a Grade 1 student at Kitchener. "The Grade 1 students were full of imagination and not afraid to put their ideas down," observed Kevin Chan, a Grade 12 at Ker’s partner school, Prince of Wales. Clearly, the students gained confidence through shared creativity and new friendships. "One of the goals was to create a real variety of art forms, and to create relationships so that younger students would have a feeling of belonging when they go on to high school," said McTaggart. A tiled bench created by students of Van Horne Elementary in the courtyard of Eric Hamber Secondary is just one of the very successful projects in the book. It began with students’ researching the indigenous fauna and flora of our province and then choosing images to paint onto bisque tiles. The students sketched, painted, glazed, and fired their tiles, then set them into place, grouted and sealed the bench. The result is a cheerful patchwork of B.C. images–orca, loon, seal, deer, dogwood, bluejay, and cherry blossom. The project has been so successful that two other feeder schools plan to involve their students in tiling additional benches at Hamber. The bench created a concrete link between younger students and their future high school. An elementary student wrote to the secondary art teacher: "Please help me, Amanda, to tell Vicky hello and see if she still remembers me. Please inform her that my friend Sarah and me still have Vicky in our mind and will never forget her. Please tell her that. This is very important. Tell her I wrote a lot of special things about her in my journal." "Tell the high school students that painting tiles with them has been most enjoyable for me and I am looking even more forward to becoming a student at Eric Hamber," another student wrote. Laura Super, a Grade 12 student, wrote: "It was interesting to see what my Grade 1 buddy thought about. I think this project is one that bridges the gap between elementary and secondary schools. Co-operative art projects like this one should take place because both older and younger students benefit from it." Facing funding cutbacks and escalating accountability measures, art teachers are working even harder to maintain their programs. Certainly this book is a wonderful reminder of how crucial the arts are to students and to society at large. McTaggart is quick to credit others who collaborated on the project. Dr. Valerie Overgaard, associate superintendent, championed the book from the start. Usher Hammer, a retired teacher, has been instrumental in the book projects since 1990. Similarly, David Friesen and his nephew Curwin, owners of the Friesen family yearbook print shop, have kindly agreed to print the book at cost. Alison Prendergast, another retired art teacher, created a CD of the book. Lana Hill did liaison with the Pendulum Gallery in the Hong Kong Bank building, while Ana Dispirito and Alex Baillie organized the exhibition. It was a great experience for students, parents, and teachers alike to show their portraits at such a great venue right downtown, McTaggart said. Many who read the book are clearly moved and impressed by it. Chris Kelly, superintendent of Vancouver schools, wrote: "The images in this collection are powerful in so many ways; as compelling statements of cultural experience and perspective; as evidence of the remarkable creativity and insight of these young artists; as testimony to the quality of learning, performance, and achievement in our schools; as signals as well as symbols of the life and times of our community and society." Portraits of our Culture is available for $35 from the Vancouver School Board’s District Learning Services, 1595 West Broadway, Vancouver, BC V6J 1Z8, by phone at 604-713-5206, or via e-mail at portraitsofourculture@hotmail.com. Nancy Knickerbocker is the BCTF’s media relations officer. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9718&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 19, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 2006 What exactly is a Francophone school? by Daniel Bouchard You teach for the Francophone district? Is that one of those private schools? My child is in French Immersion, is that the same thing? These are some of the questions I am asked by teachers at English workshops or even by the general public and I answer as best I can. I tell them that I am a native Franco-Columbian still living in Maillardville and that I teach in my public community school, l’École des Pionniers de Maillardville, with students whose background is connected to our French heritage in Canada and across the world. Let me start from the beginning and recount the story of French education in British Columbia. In the early 1900s, Fraser Mills, the largest mill in the world at the time, was in dire need of good workers specializing in the wood industry. They had a fairly large group of experienced Québécois brought by train to Coquitlam, promising them a church and school in order to preserve their culture and language. These pioneers founded Maillardville, which they named, not after the well-known duck, but after their first parish priest, Father Maillard. As well, Québécois nuns were brought in to deliver the best quality French education possible to the often very large families, some of them my relatives. After the Second World War they built a second French church and private school to accommodate the migration of French Canadians from the prairies. I went to this second private school, belonged to the French community all my life, and even taught there for a few years. As there was no public French school, my father paid to have his seven children go to six different private schools (elementary schools, boys’ French boarding high schools in Edmonton, and my sister in Maillardville) while still paying public property taxes to support the public schools. He was double-taxed at the time, but still managed to make ends meet. He would just jokingly tell us to put more water in the soup and it would last longer. Prime Minister Trudeau opened our eyes to the fact that one-third of Canadians were Francophone and had the right to have their children educated in French anywhere in Canada. From then on, Francophone parents endeavoured to have a Francophone education for their children in British Columbia. In my teens, I witnessed the first fiery public meetings for French public schools in BC and my baby sister was in the first public Francophone class in Maillardville. Francophone parents fought to ensure their children’s rights and more than once engaged the province in the possibility of involvement with the court system. Nearly 10 years ago, thanks to our Charter of Rights and to these parents, we got the right, not just to have our French schools, but to manage them. When the Francophone Education Authority or le Conseil scolaire francophone was instituted in 1996, I was teaching in one of the Francophone schools. We had Francophone programs before that but were isolated and governed by the various school districts within which we taught. We had to make many of our own resources and were pretty much on our own. The Conseil scolaire francophone is one of the few regional school districts in Canada spanning an entire province with 39 sites. We are a small group of nearly 300 Francophone teachers educating almost 4,000 students and we now have our own school board, administrators, consultants, etc. Finally we can govern our own schools, and even have the right to acquire land and have schools built. Surprisingly, the bulk of our incoming money is generated per student head, about the same amount as our English counterparts, and like you, we have found ourselves in the same deficit situation for the past number of years. We are not elitist; we have roughly the same proportion of children with learning challenges and have our share of children with special needs, too. Why do I teach for the Francophone district? Why did my ancestors and I sacrifice so much for so long to keep our Francophone children educated in our mother tongue? The answer is simple. Without passing on our language, we cannot transmit our culture, our historical identity, our uniqueness. Without our schools, we could easily slip into the mainstream culture as have so many of us. I say, let’s celebrate our diversity, our uniqueness, our differences, and the fact that Canada is a success story that accomplished what our European counterparts never could. We have French Immersion, but we also can be proud to have our Francophone schools in every province in Canada! So what is a Francophone school? It is the heart of our community, that which promulgates and preserves our culture, that which binds us and lets us continue to pass on our unique Canadian identity to our children. It is not a French immersion school since only children who are under the Charter of Rights can attend. To all British Columbians, mille mercis! It worked for me, a 53-year-old native French BC Canadian, a product of the Francophone system, and I truly believe that it is working for our children of French heritage in our Francophone public system. Thank you also British Columbians for your respect of our needs and for allowing us to make it happen. It is quite something to conceive that Francophone education is nearing the 100-year mark in BC. Joyeux 20e anniversaire à l’École des Pionniers de Maillardville! Joyeux 10e anniversaire au Conseil scolaire francophone de la Colombie-Britannique La voici mon histoire, mon vécu, ma passion et j’en suis extrêmement fier! Daniel Bouchard is vice-president of the Francophone Teachers’ Union.)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12882,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2000 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 12, Number 7, May/June 2000 Compulsory gullibility and the social studies classroom by Pat Clarke Recent items in The Vancouver Sun regarding the teaching of Canadian history are a welcome contribution to an important public discussion of how and why we teach social studies. The provincial Social Studies Task Force has suggested that any public consideration of the state of social studies education would be a welcome change from the neglect, disinterest, and marginalization social studies and subsequently history have experienced over the last 20 years in B.C. We can only hope that the attention The Sun has focussed on the issue is a reflection of a public realization that we have gone too far in promoting certain aspects of education (applications of technology) at the expense of others (humanities, art). Or, to put it another way, our dedication to turning out good little technicians has a down side. The educational “back seat” is not a good place for matters like citizenship and social responsibility. Social studies, of which history is a central element, are our primary means of attending to these crucial concerns in the education of children and youth. The Social Studies Task Force emphasized, “Students are leaving the British Columbia school system with only marginal abilities in such important contemporary citizenship skills as detecting bias, distinguishing between fact and opinion, and developing a reasoned argument. The social consequences of a potentially gullible citizenry should be apparent.” On paper, B.C. has a comprehensive social studies program that covers the fundamentals of what most would consider important in history, geography, and to some extent social science. Students, by the end of their 13-year stay in the provinces’ schools, have theoretically had many opportunities to learn about Canada and the world. But social studies educators are increasingly concerned that social education in B.C. is mostly just good intentions. When push comes to shove, social awareness, critical thinking, and responsible citizenship, mostly get shoved. So what is the problem? Why has this critical element of what has long been regarded as part of the core of a good education seemingly been relegated to the margins of what “really matters” in school? The supposed exigencies of the technological age may have a lot to do with it, but that is only a part of the answer. The alarms sounded by the Social Studies Task Force were actually voiced in the 1977 Provincial Learning Assessment for Social Studies. This was obviously long before our current obsession with electronic and digital media. In fact I recall video-cassette recorders were considered cutting edge at the time. No, the real issue is elsewhere. As history so often demonstrates, if we ever care to read it, the most obvious villain is often not the only one. The central problem is the way we expect children and youth to engage in and learn social studies and hence develop attitudes of responsible citizenship. For some reason, the rationale for which still escapes me after 25 years of working at social education, when it comes to social learning we believe children are like plants—it happens through osmosis. So, for example, the lessons of history are still almost entirely related to students sequentially. History, as far as most students would know it, is about “what happened next.” As a practical matter, once we have completed this great pageant from Mesopotamia (Grade 6) to the United Nations (Grade 11 or 12) and got the order straight, as well as the who’s who, we don’t have time for much else, certainly not an actual critical inquiry. “Was that fair?” “What might be the other side of this story?” Those are the sorts of questions that help develop responsible citizenship. Unfortunately given the widely held public conviction that history is “one damned thing after another” and that’s just the way it has to be learned, we don’t have much space and time to spend on those questions. In other words the thoughtful, critical questions are not the focus—the sequential content is. There are, of course, many teachers of social studies who involve students in critical inquiries all the time, not only in history but in geography and economics and other social studies. But they can’t do it nearly as often as they would like to because they are imprisoned by imposed and antediluvian ideas regarding what social studies should be about. Hence what we end up with, in spite of the efforts of those teachers, is a subject that has a distinctly musty odor that repels too many students; so much for citizenship. If I had a conspiratorial frame of mind I might say that the reason social studies has been marginalized is because it is designed to self destruct; built-in obsolescence as it were. Somebody up there doesn’t like it. The answer is in a reconceptualized notion of what we mean by social studies and historical learning. Interestingly, an example of this is the new First Nations 12, a course that is causing some consternation for editorialists and others. First Nations 12 is a true “social study” in that it combines and connects history, anthropology, legend, geography, and ecology. It does not “egg crate” them as separate subjects or try to frog march students through 10,000 years of historical events. It has the potential to actually engage students in relevant and interesting social questions. These are the kinds of questions that will involve and encourage them in thinking about social issues. The primary goal of social studies is the development of socially responsible citizens. There are a variety of pathways to that goal. Our current and long-standing devotion to “capes and bays geography” and “dead man history” has not been especially successful. In short, the content doesn’t matter so much as the method. Fretting about Canadian content in History 12 does not address the central issue. We need a different approach altogether. It is either that or face the “consequences of a gullible citizenry.” Pat Clarke is assistant director in the BCTF’s Professional Development Divison and a member of the Provincial Social Studies Task Force. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=15632,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2008 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 20, Number 6, April 2008  BCTF Cuba Project By Hilary Spicer "The true journey of discovery lies not in seeking new landscapes but in having new eyes." – Marcel Proust I recently attended a Canadian Studies Conference at the University of Havana, sponsored by the Canadian Embassy. The focus was on Cuba/Canada collaboration, a diversity of topics being presented and discussed ranging from the Trudeau/Castro relationship and Canada’s role in Latin America, to educational projects that currently exist between Cuban and Canadian institutions. Dianaleis Mores made a passionate presentation about the BCTF project and its impact on education in Santa Clara, where she teaches. As I listened, I was again inspired by the impact that this project has had on many of us here who have had the privilege of participating on a BCTF team, working with Cuban teachers on establishing communicative language learning/teaching classroom communities. I also realized how strong the roots of this project are, and how far reaching the effects. There are several projects that are currently going on in Cuba because of the relationships established through the BCTF initiative, in Santa Clara and in Pinar del Rio. The Instituto Pedagogico Superior Felix Varela in Santa Clara has, since 2003, been encouraging each of its language teachers to be trilingual—Spanish, English, and French is being required of all graduating language teachers. With consistent collaboration from Alfredo Camacho Delgado, who visited us in Vancouver in 2006, Simon Fraser University has been sending teams of student teachers to Santa Clara since 2005. Students who choose to participate in this initiative, live on the Felix Varela campus, participate in Spanish classes, history lectures, and a diversity of cultural events, as well as focussing on a one-month French teaching practicum in a Cuban secondary school. Each SFU student teacher is partnered with a Cuban student teacher with whom they prepare, present, and reflect on their evolving second-language teaching principles. Generous colleagues from BC’s Lower Mainland have donated a wide range of French materials that are used at both the Instituto and the secondary school. Santa Clara is the only location in Cuba where such a project is taking place and en français. Comments from students include: "The Cuba project allowed me to grow as a person and a professional and develop values that will stay with me forever." "My Cuba experience enabled me to take a step back and for a time view the world from a different angle, through another’s perspective." Lasting friendships have been formed through this SFU experience, with new teachers from both Canada and Cuba continuing to strengthen the bridges initially constructed through the BCTF. The University of Pinar has become another offshoot of the initial BCTF team visit there in 2002. There have been contributions to the Social and Humanistic Sciences diploma program offered to English teachers from around Pinar province. The focus of the BC courses has been reflective practice and transformative inquiry as essential ingredients in our teaching/learning practice. In a conversation with a University of Pinar language teacher, the integration of the arts into a language course as a powerful component was discussed. The BC Language Curriculum has always stressed that "students learn a language most efficiently when they experience and enjoy the language through music, film, video, poetry, and other forms of creative expression. Students will be motivated to continue their language studies when they have frequent opportunities to listen, view, and eventually, read creative works in the target language and respond to them in personal ways." The result of this conversation was an international conference co-chaired by Juan Silvio Cabrera Albert and I: Language and Culture: Building Bridges through the Arts. Workshops focussed on how to integrate theatre, poetry, painting, and literature into our teaching of language. The Language of Theatre, Creative Writing through Imagery, and Choreographing Grammar were among the topics presented. A major goal was to create interactive sessions, often held in an art gallery space, a theatre space, thus involving participants in a "through-the-arts" environment. Field trips to community art projects were a part of the four-day program, offering participants the opportunity to experience the power of the arts in a community centre, as well as the effects that art is having among Down Syndrome young people through a project called Amor y Esperanza (Love and Hope). Some comments from participants from Mexico, Italy, France, Canada, and Cuba included: "The emphasis on culture, broadly conceived, was fantastic, as was the effort to move us away from the traditional academic conference model." "What I found inspiring was the contact with so many people, art everywhere, the quality of the sessions and the settings, so much artistic talent, and also concrete academic ideas." We are currently planning a "Language and Culture: Building Bridges through the Arts" No. 2 for April 2009. These are a few of the projects and events going on in Cuba today because of the BCTF/SNTECD collaboration. The networking among Cuban and Canadian teachers and educators is strong, the friendships and collaborative possibilities continue to grow thanks to this project. Merci! Gracias! Thank you! Hilary Spicer is a BCTF Cuba project member and adjunct faculty associate, Simon Fraser University. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2014/09/tentative-agreement-yes-or-no.html?showComment0751410965243930,Staffroom Confidential: Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, September 16, 2014 Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Despite what I know was a herculean effort on the part of our bargaining team, I very much hope that BC teachers will vote no to the tentative agreement. After five weeks of strike, and twelve years of legal battles, this is not the deal that will restore sanity to public education and it is not a fair deal for teachers and students. Just as teachers in Saskatchewan rejected a deal to ensure a better outcome, I hope BC teachers will consider a no vote to let our team know we have to go back to the bargaining table. Class size, composition The agreement provided a modified LIF fund starting at $75 million per year and increasing to $85 by the last year. It is for teachers only, which will mean a slight improvement in Districts where sizeable portions were spent on Education Assistants or senior District staff rather than teachers. However, in an average size District like Victoria (20,000 students, 1,000 teachers), this will translate into about 5-10 more teachers. That is one for every five schools. To put it in comparison, Justice Griffin's judgement estimated the lost funding due to lost class size language at about $330 million in current dollars. (Read more here about the proposed Education Fund.) I heard so many teachers speak up about the need to ensure that we do not return to over-crowded classes when the strike ends. This agreement does very little to alleviate what is the most pressing issue. Throwing away the court victory The agreement provides a "reopener" in the event we win on appeal our class size language. What this means is that the language returns, but is not implemented until new language is negotiated. Without the actual implementation of the returned language, there will be very little incentive for the government to bargain it back. We would essentially be back in the very same position we are in today, with government trying to bargain it out and us trying to bargain it back in. In my opinion, even if we were legislated back to work we would be in a superior position. If we won the appeal the government would then be forced to implement the language. We are thus throwing away our historic court victory and the bargaining pressure it potentially creates. The reopener is really only mildly less offensive than E80. In both cases, we have to bargain back what was illegally taken from our contract and the government will probably never have to restore it. In fact, the "reopener" creates the perfect opportunity for government to lock us out to try and force us to agree to something far inferior. Throwing away the remedy for the last twelve years The agreement provides $105 million to compensate for grievances over-sized classes for the last twelve years. Using Justice Griffin's estimates, our loss is roughly $300 million times 12 = over $3 billion. I cannot fathom how $105 million is a fair compromise. The BCTF's original proposal to put this money back into the system was a more fair and productive approach. This agreement means we can no longer go to the courts for a fair remedy. Wages The agreement is very close to government's original offer. While I would be willing to accept this if the class size language was returned, teachers should not be taking such a significant monetary loss without the commensurate gain in working conditions. We have lost roughly 12% of our annual salary. We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut. Minimal improvements There are very minimal improvements in preparation time for elementary teachers (10 minutes per week), and TTOC daily rate. The TTOC daily rate change may depend on your grid placement. It could actually be a wage loss for long term TTOCs who are above category 5 and step 7. There is also $11 million in health and dental benefits. At 40,000 members, this is $275 each. Hardly worth consideration in the context of the rest of the agreement. What next? There are a variety of options if we vote no. We can continue the strike. We can choose to return to work and continue bargaining. We do not, and should not, accept an agreement that doesn't meet our needs and doesn't meet the needs of students and public education. When Saskatchewan teachers rejected the first deal which had 5.5% wage increases over four years, the second deal had 7.3% increases over four years. They have said this still isn't good enough. For us, our main issue is classroom conditions. We need to say this isn't good enough. The way to do that is to vote no. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 7:48 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 124 comments: Troy MooreSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:17 PM The EC recommendation states the open clause will be argued from restored language. However, selling our grievances for nothing as the 105 million is strike savings, is plenty of reason to vote no. Further, no composition caps, but a fund controlled by Superintendents is enough reason to vote no. Thursday I will vote no.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:06 PM Re-opener also says "education fund" in place until new language bargained, so old language can disappear forever.Delete Reply Mme RousseauSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:33 PM Government starved us to death hoping we'd vote yes to whatever deal they'd offer. Planned it from the start.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:07 PM We can sill choose (collectively) to return to work if we reject this deal. Many options.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:09 PM Great analysis, Tara! I think that returning to work would be a bad idea. This will frustrate parents more if they need to find new ways to deal with taking care fo kids. USe the money given to you by the other unions. I am a teacher who had to quit for stress over the terrible condition of work (split FI grade 4/5, several low LD kids with little support, one severe with no support, 2 gifted (no support), and a principal who expected me to teach 2 separate social studies AND science programs)Delete Reply Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:56 PM Good points by all but the gov't succeeded in starving my family out and completly breaking us. I will be voting YES and live to fight another dayReplyDelete Replies schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:21 PM 'Fight another day'? In the last twelve years that we have been pushing back against this government, never has the tide tide been so much with teachers, class size/composition, and public education - and never has the government been pushed back onto the ropes (especially with the call for binding arbitration). What 'other day' is being proposed that we wait for? Now is the time. Vote 'no' and give the BCTF bargaining team a renewed mandate to get a decent deal for students and teachers.Delete Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:10 PM "Another day" means to wake up and realize that 2more weeks means my family of 5 could lose our home. It means I will do all I can to recall Cc, Factbender, and other mla's, and maybe even having "a guy I know" have a chat with them. In year 1 of their reign, I don't believe they even know what "the ropes" are. I will vote YES ...for my family, and I can live with thatDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:12 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply Karen FergusonSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:03 PM Just a question: When the Saskatchewan teachers voted no, had they already been on strike for 5 weeks?ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM No. They are working with no contract. They are not on strike.Delete Shannon DavisSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:23 AM I am a Saskatchewan teacher. We are not on strike; we are currently in the conciliation process after voting "no" to 2 previous offersDelete Reply "Mama Rose"September 16, 2014 at 9:27 PM Can we truly return to work without agreeing and continue bargaining? When I suggested returning to work a few weeks ago, the answer was "being on strike puts pressure on the gov't and without pressure they have no reason to settle." And can you explain more how legislating us back would be better than agreeing to this deal? And finally, why would the BCTF executive put forward a deal that was not a good one?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:30 PM Because they need confirmation of the resolve of the membership to get something better. That is what a no vote does.Delete Reply Troylana MSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:28 PM some great points to ponder, tara......thinking thinking....ReplyDelete schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:43 PM If we vote 'no' to the tentative deal we still have options: We'd not have a contract. But we could... a) strike with full picket lines b) partially strike with phase 1 (work-to-rule) in schools c) partially strike with periodic/rotating job action d) continue negotiating e) return to work and re-escalate strike f) some/all of the above ReplyDelete Replies Caroline MackenzieSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:21 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:14 PM a) will expedite matters (I say less that 3 days)Delete Reply danabjornsonSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:05 PM I am thinking that a legislated, crappier contract would only be in effect for 2 years max (before elections...). If we take this offer, then we will be agreeing to this pseudo-E80. Should we win the court case (which we likely will), we will have to settle on the terms of the THIS negotiated contract which doesn't actually restore learning conditions; it simply allows for those conditions to be negotiated. If we say n, then we default to the 2002 contract, which DOES restore the language. A "yes" vote is saying that we are good on "crumbs"; a "no" vote is saying we want an actual meal. That's my understanding, anyway. Please correct me where I am wrong, Tara. :)ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:44 PM And word is IF they legislate, they could opt to legislate back Grade 10-12 only causing the union to have to lay off all teachers and re-hire based on seniority. That will tear the union at the seams pitting teacher against teacher for those positions. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:17 PM There will be a general strike if that were to happen! They better not do this. They will regret it.Delete Reply imaginefunlearningSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:09 PM Some good points on the background of our fight over the past 12 years, which I have been actively engaged in; however we need to recognize the climate we are in. We are not in Sask. people! We have just come through a very long summer!! We need to thank our @bctf bargaining team & recognize the toll this has taken on all of us & our families. I don't have the luxury of more time on the strike line. This may be as good as it gets. Let's read the agreement and consider getting back to work and making some $ again! That's my 2 cents worth, which would come in really handy right now!!!ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:18 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply RobSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:11 PM Go back in work to rule mode. Work this winter to recall every Liberal MLA. ThAt is the only way to apply pressure to these criminals. ReplyDelete Replies Kate RestonSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:03 PM Recall! Not sure who won the battle but the war is still onDelete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:14 AM Well said Kate... I agree 100%Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:20 PM I think say NO and a better deal will be done in less than 3 days. These guys are not criminals, they are lower than that. I bet they get a sick pleasure in hurting the kids and the teachers.Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:31 PM An official recall is in the works: https://www.facebook.com/groups/316129595235450/?fref=ts Please consider joining.Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:26 AM Leah - do you honestly think anyone who voted BC Liberal did so thinking that they would act any differently on the education file?Delete Reply JJSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:16 PM I am glad to see other members who share my views. I am outraged at a 1.2 percent "raise" in salary per year that doesn't even meet inflation of currently 2%. I feel used and abused.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:23 PM Not to mention all of the other pittance! I am actually surprised that Iker asked teachers to vote on this! Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:18 PM Hi Tara Thanks for the summary! Will we be able to vote NO to the deal, but vote YES to returning to work? Will there be three options when we vote Thursday? Why did the BCTF agree to a substandard deal for us? If we vote no to a deal that was recommended to us, the teachers look like the bad guys and public approval will plummet. I am very disappointed and frustratedReplyDelete Replies KataSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:12 AM Public approval will not necessarily plummet. I have seen strikes where the membership has voted against the executive's "best results to date", and ended up with a better offer. This offer is an insult. The $300 million will not bring funding to the national average (I believe). More importantly, the wage offer is half of the average wage increase for public and private workers (StatsCan). Delete Reply MontySeptember 16, 2014 at 10:19 PM Thank you, Tara. My thoughts too, more clearly expressed. As well, Thursday is too soon to vote, too soon to vote, too soon to vote........ReplyDelete Richard ChalkeSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:21 PM Vote no and lose every shred of public support...just sayin!ReplyDelete Replies UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:31 AM I am a member of the public and would support a "no" vote. js!.Delete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:01 AM Richard Chalke, NO you won't! I am a mother with 3 adopted special needs children who need to be in a class that is designed for them and others like them (my kids are academically slightly delayed but their issues are more social and behavioural) where they can receive the education they deserve taught in a way they can comprehend. I will speak now for all the parents I know, and we will support the teacher's if they continue to fight for our children's best interest.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:28 PM It might not be pretty at first, but once we explain things (and I hope the Mandarin-speaking teachers flood the Richmond organization that voiced their concerns), they will back us. The 3 billions that the judge came to is the first I hear about. This should be stated to every newsmedia comment section in the province. Minimize pickets and flood those outlets with commenters, just like the Liberals do. Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:45 PM I am a member of the public and a single Mother of a child in the public school system. You will NOT lose one bit of my support if you vote no. I know that you are sacrificing so that my child can have a better education, and I am most grateful for it. Having said that, I also know that you are exhausted and broke. I have been dreading that you may have to settle for less than what you (we) deserve because the government succeeded in breaking you. I am not in your shoes, so cannot judge. If the vote is a yes, I understand and I am still behind you. Delete Reply Alison RocheSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:25 PM It is a crap deal. It's always a crap deal. Once you raise the stakes to striking, anything else is a cave in. The last time we walked out was the 3 day illegal strike where I threw away 1200$ and got EXACTLY the same contract I had the year before. The BCTF called it a win because they didn't rip up MORE of my contract. Ridiculous. There are a few of us that believe that working to contract, doing 100% of your teaching job and nothing more (like paying for supplies out of your own pocket or EC) is the only way teachers will survive this government. What if they get re-elected again? Then what? Teachers have lost thousands to these clowns to make "statements" about the state of public education in this province. We can't keep sacrificing ourselves and our families. And in the meantime, you talk to parents about why you have to take this crappy road. Because up until this strike they mostly didn't care about the state of education, but god forbid you didn't run a Sports Day. Then suddenly they wanted to know what the hell was going on. Keep the conversation going in schools. Attend your PAC meetings and stop enabling this govt to underfund and overwork the system. And still get paid!ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:20 AM I am very excited at the prospect of returning to my beloved job on Friday. However I will NOT continue to put my personal money into my classroom and I will be seriously reconsidering my involvement in extra curriculars. I think we shoot ourselves in the foot with all the unpaid work we so willingly volunteer to do. Delete Reply FCSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:38 PM I heard a rumour last week from a loose lipped government insider that after the 22nd, depending on the outcome of the negotiations the Liberals were going to announce a 3 step process. I was not clear if this was based on 3 steps to resolve the strike (perhaps the 3rd step is legislation??) or 3 steps to overhaul the education system, either way, they will settle it outright. I wish you all luck and all the information that you need to make a sound decision of what you feel is best.ReplyDelete Replies Lisa BurrowsSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:53 PM I have heard similar rumours. On the 23rd, the gov. was planning on introducing a $6000 per year voucher system for 3 choices: an academic or trades program, or something called EducationCanada. Not clear whether their intention was to privatize the public system, de-certify teachers and hire them back under new wage/benefits. Not clear where these rumours originated from. Maybe fear tactics to get teachers to vote yes. In any event, I plan on voting yes. I signed up to be a teacher, not a martyr. This strike has cost us a lot. We need to regain our livelihood and hopefully continue the conversation about class composition. We have at least awakened many people to the issue, and the court case is still an avenue that could eventually improve teaching and learning conditions.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:33 PM I urge all teachers to fight and say NO to this deal. Retired teacher who had to retire because horrendous work conditions. Make me proud. They will not last long if you say NO! I know this is tough, but there is money and I hear that Van City does offer loan at low to 0 %. Banks do allow you to miss a mortgage payment. Go talki to your banker.Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM Will school districts require teachers to make up missed days, as suggested in the media? Will the school calendar be changing to make up for the missed three weeks and if so will we be made aware of those changes PRIOR to the vote? ReplyDelete KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:41 PM "Wages..... We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut." And that is the cost of going on strike!!! There is nothing that can be done about that. You cannot go on strike and put up the raise you want every week to compensate for your time on strike - it doesn't work that way.ReplyDelete Replies Drew StevensonSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:59 AM I believe the missing "..." Suggests that they meant to refer to the losses against inflation since the last wage step increase. Thus this contract does not allow us to recover the buying power lost to inflation since the last non contract or "0%" year. Add those up and compare against the proposed increase and you see that by the end of the contract, we won't be able to afford the same value of goods (loaves of bread, watts of energy, litres of gas) that we could at the end of the last contracts term. It was not a comment about wages that were lost in the strike. Those are really small potatoes when compared to the grinding power of inflation over years and years. The next contract will use this latest for a bench mark so these losses to inflation will grind at all teachers for as long as they teach. A death of a thousand cuts to our ability to afford basic goods and services. Any raise less than inflation is a cut to the value placed on us and on our ability to pay our bills. Delete Reply Ed SSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:09 PM Having lost $20,000 (including summer school wages) as the single income for a family of five is far too much; I will be voting YES to the deal, unless the independently wealthy teachers out there who wish to continue the strike will pay my bills and mortgage for me.ReplyDelete Replies Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:14 PM I feel ya. Yes for meDelete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:18 AM Ed S. With all due respect (and I mean that), how did you lose $20,000 in the strike? Teachers were out 2 weeks (all out) before they were supposed to be in June, and now 3 weeks for the start of school? It is my understanding that teachers don't get paid through the summer months. Please correct me if I'm wrong, wherever I'm wrong. Shouldn't you have been financially alright for the summer months at least? Also all teachers knew this strike had a possibility of extending into the new school year but no one teacher budgeted for this possibility? I'm truly just trying to get a clear picture of where this all stems. NO disrespect intended.Delete BlairSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:12 AM Kelly, not Ed but if you look at the numbers there was the 10% lockout haircut in May/June plus the loss of most of June and the loss of much of September. In our 1 teacher (1 non) household we calculated a $9 K - $10 K loss so far. If you add summer school earnings you can easily make the loss in the $20 k zone. As for budgeting, we budget for the summer, but did not expect the 10% haircut, nor the loss of June/Sept days which completely messed our budgeting calculations. A very good friend (single teaching mother) was crushed by the loss of the June income and is without a penny today.Delete Mr. SmoothSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:35 PM The only one who didn't get a haircut was Jim Iker... and he needs one more than anyone else. What's with that over-coiffed 70"s mullet Jim? Does wonders for the BCTF brand image!Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:55 PM Jim's hair is not open for discussion in a respectful space like this. As for his salary, he is a teacher who does not get paid when we are on strike.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:04 PM Totally agree!Delete Reply Mr. GSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:24 PM If I thought they could do any better I would agree with voting NO, but you have to be realistic. The BCTF does not use professionals to bargain and always ends up with much less than they promise the membership when asking for a strike vote. While this is not a great deal for teachers, I really think you're fooling yourself if you think it'll get any better.ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:02 AM BCTF needs to be replaced with younger more adept representatives and advocates. Also, we should be hiring professional contract negotiators - you don't go into battle with cut throat corporate types with a wooden knife. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:37 PM This is BAD deal! Say NO to it and show those (expletives) that we will not take it anymore! Come on! Show them that teachers have a spine! They will respect us, oddly!Delete Reply retaSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:51 PM I agree with Richard. Those in the public that are uniformed would be furious, and there are many teachers who just can't afford to use their wages as their voice any longer - too much has already been donated to the government. In my opinion, the deal is pretty lame. I am sitting on the fence.ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:24 AM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:26 AM So true!!! I cannot afford to fight this battle for public education any longer. Why is this my personal and professional obligation??? However I think this deal is weak weak weak. I also think its the best we are going to get. Ideologically I'm on the fence but my wallet will vote YES.Delete Reply SirThinksToo MuchSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:54 PM My wife and I will be voting "Yes" on Thursday for it is the middle path. The easy path would have been for us to go back to school with E-80 & E-81 over our heads. The difficult path would be for us to vote "No" and put our mortgage at risk and having to continue asking retired parents for handouts to feed a family with three kids. The middle path is the wisest choice for us considering the current political climate in which those who do not teach are the quickest to judge it harshly.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:41 PM I understand that this is really tough for you! I almost died teaching a few month ago. I had to quit. Please consider holding on and say no. Remember the short loss in salary will be offset in the LONG-RUn by better salary increase. This is a joke! They will be laughing at you even more if we accept this. This is a very bad deal! However, I do respect your position!Delete Reply DaleSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:16 AM Why would classroom conditions be better on October 9th after being legislated back? We have been outplayed because of our stubborn refusal to outdated, tired old tactics. It is because of these actions that have led us to this terrible deal. Time to reset, regroup and stock up for the long haul. Can't do it if half the members commit hara kiri on themselves. We are a union of professionals not a cult. ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:49 AM Could not agree more.Delete schreck!September 17, 2014 at 9:44 AM Could you please advise which tactics you believe could have been used to secure a superior deal?Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:47 AM Full disclosure: I'm a BC Liberal supporter. The only people who would benefit from a NO vote are the BC Liberals. Teachers would be bargaining with no leverage whatsoever and would be viewed by a large segment of the population as unreasonable. The BC Liberals then get portray themselves as the only party capable of dealing with the BCTF. schreck! says that the BCTF has the government on the ropes, but he couldn't be farther from the truth. The government wants people to view the BCTF as their primary opponent. Disputes like this just shore up the BC Liberal base and protect its right flank. Any half-baked recall campaign will only reinforce that. It's true teachers aren't going to recoup the lost wages from the strike. I would suggest to you that that means this job action was probably not in teachers' interests, especially without any sort of appreciable strike fund. This is the best deal teachers were ever going to get with this government and people should have been able to recognize that in June. If you want my advice (which you probably don't), it would be to spend the next 5 years building up a strike fund, electing better leaders, and hiring a professional negotiating team. Don't bring a knife to a gunfight and expect things to go well. Focus on getting the best deal you can from whoever the government is rather than trying to change the government, the HST, Kinder Morgan or a thousand different issues that distract from education and erode the union's finances further. You'd be doing yourself a favour, and probably doing the NDP a favour at the same time. Also, if schreck! is David Schreck, you can thank his opposition to STV for the last two BC Liberal majorities. I know I do.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:11 PM One step would be to stop making political contributions to the NDP. This only contributes to the childish animosity and lack of trust that has constantly characterized negotiations. How else can the Socreds/Liberals view teachers except as enemies when they so publicly support their opponents. This stupid confrontational immature approach has to STOP!!!!! Education should not be a political fight when it is so obviously a valuable benefit to our society. It was an NDP government that legislated teachers back to work in 1993. Stop making education a political fight.Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:10 PM I don't think they have to go that far. CUPE and the Nurses still contribute to the NDP yet they don't have the same acrimonious relationship. CUPE and the Nurses just make their members their priority, and broader advocacy second.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:55 PM Ryan (possibly a Liberal paid commenter), with all due respect, I disagree with you. The cumulative increase in lieu of this will be better. Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can. I say to Iker, ask for 6% over 3 years because these people love to play the 15% over 15 year game to make it so big on the surface. Some people think that this is 15% every year. Believe me! I have seen it in comment sections. Others believe that the 15% is too high not understanding that they must divide things over the duration of the contract. It is time that we play it smarter. It is time to put the foot down and ask for money given to us by other unions, if it is needed. Banks can accept one late mortgage payment. It would be suicidal for them to not help. Imagine the possible damage if that ever leaks out. They could lose a lot in teacher money. I for one would pull my money out of a bank in support! Teachers are going to show this government that we have a spine! Enough is enough! Aren't you tired of being treated like kids? (Retired teacher who almost died in a car accident because of work conditions that were horrendous. I had to quit.)Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 AM Not paid by the BC Liberals. I pay them actually... :/ I imagine astroturfers of any affiliation wouldn't disclose their bias. "Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can." How did that work in May 2013? If the teachers reject a contract that their own union endorsed, it will make teachers seem unreasonable. Whether that perception is true or fair is irrelevant. It's what will happen, and teachers will be weaker as a result. Take my advice. Build up a strike fund and focus on the internal governance of the BCTF for the next 6 years. You'll be better off for it. Or not. I don't mind you or others making it easier for the party I support to get elected. I'd just rather not see kids and teachers hurt in the process.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:37 AM Ah! The "don't-hurt-kids" card, hey, when you have underfunded education for 12 years! WOW! That takes the cake! Are your trolling? Oh! You are serious? :) Would you be surprised if I don't follow your advice, considering your lack of logic? Would you be surprised if others don't follow your advice? It is ttue that bullies like you and your ilks love to show who is the boss, who is the teacher now! I suspect that is at the root of the problem! No one wants to fail in school! No one wants to get the strap! Sad that today's teachers don't like it too! But, who cares, we are ... teachers! We deserve it! BAH! BAH! BAH!Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:22 PM That's fine. I look forward to another 16 years of BC Liberal government.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:41 PM 16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate! Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan! Sociopaths do that!Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 9:35 AM "16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate!" 16 years of our opponents still don't understand why they lost. Like I said, that's fine with me. If I said the Liberals would be in power for at least another 13 years back in 2004 you probably would have laughed too. Heck, if I told you on May 13 last year that the BC Liberals would be reelected on May 14 you'd probably have laughed too. And you were wrong. Why is that? Answer that question if you want the NDP to win the next election. Without a correct answer to it, the NDP's cause is hopeless. "Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan!" You feel they are flawed, and that's fine. I don't go around calling people who disagree with me sociopaths, nor do I accuse them of being paid shills. But I also don't feel much need to address your ad hominems. There are logical arguments to support your position, but argumentum ad hominem is not one of them. It's a textbook logical fallacy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 1:15 PM Ah! Now I get it! It is all ego-based! You think because you voted the winning party that you are a winner and we are losers! You think because you predicted that the Liberals would win, you are winner. That does not make YOU a winner or the Liberals! It is called DEMOGRAPHICS, you expletives. The baby boomers are getting old and because they have more assets and won't make a whole lot more for too long, they need to vote a govn't who is going to do just that! It is not rocket science! WOW! You think you are so superior when your party stole an election with 47% of the popular vote. That's not a majority and your party should not have been elected. BTW, did you delete from your ethical memory the words Ethnic voting scandal? The field is slanted and you know it. However, you are so willing to minimize, forget the scams and bad fairplay tactics like a sociopath is allowed to minimize or ignore his or victims emotions that you don't see that you are the loser, we are the victim of your constant bullying. 1% wage increases after years of 0% increases and you can justify that when Yahoo reports that the average Canadian can hope to get 2.5% this and next year: https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html You Liberals behave like fascists, but we can't call you that because that's not allowed! Well! Guess what? It is and you are. Live with it! You keep on dreaming you are a genius! :) I am retired, getting soon a nice pension, and laughing at you from a beach somewhere! AHAHA! Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 2:14 PM What's with the name calling Peter? For someone claiming to be retired you really don't show the wisdom of age. For someone who talks about logic, you use logical fallacies like ad hominems a lot too. It's a fair point that the BC Liberals didn't get a majority of the vote (and I'm a very big supporter of electoral reform). The BC Liberals + Conservatives did though, and I don't think it's realistic to expect the BC Conservatives to have been more generous had they been part of government. Last time I checked I just voted. I didn't "victimize" anyone. Perhaps your rage is misplaced. If you think the election was "stolen" I'm afraid I have to question your grasp on reality though. "Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?" I'm glad you'll have a pleasant retirement Peter. I have no ill will towards you. I'm not sure why you think I do. I'm not saying people were *right* to vote BC Liberal. That's a matter of opinion. All I'm saying is people *did* vote BC Liberal. More voted BC Liberal than BC NDP for the last 5 elections in a row actually. You need to understand why that happened in order to change it for the next election. Clearly you're not interested in that though. Which is fair enough. Just remember next time you're upset about something the BC Liberals do that your lack of interest is part of why the BC Liberals get elected at all.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 3:23 PM I love your culture --or the lack of thereof! Guess what, stop thinking averybody is white and must follow your little rules. Namecalling? Sociopath? Whaaaat? And, what if you are? Still can't call you that? :) You fascist right-wingers are big on censorship! I just don't like you giving us lessons on how to get the NDP in. As stated, people are voting right of the NDP because it is a matter of demographics and a little ethnic vote buying on the side. The rest is mumbo jombo. Yes, of course, they will have to go on strike in the future and yes they will have to build a strike fund. The Liberals stole that from the BCTF too! And, you wonder why I don't have any respect for them? Yes, electoral reform is needed! We agree!Delete Reply JJ GeorgeSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:46 AM As a parent, I support the teachers and respect whether they choose to vote yes or no. However I noticed a discrepancy here from other information I've read regarding prep time for elementary teachers. Here it states minimal improvement to prep time - only 10 minutes per week being added. Elsewhere I read that it is 100 minutes per week for prep, increasing by an additional 10 minutes in the final year. That is a significant difference, and worth noting. Or have I completely misunderstood?ReplyDelete Replies Anne-MarieSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:59 AM Elementary teachers currently have 90 minutes of preparation time per week so an increase to 100 minutes per week is only gaining 10 minutes. In other provinces and some private schools they have as much as 45 minutes of prep time per day.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:56 PM Thank you for inquiring!Delete DW ZSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:57 PM You're right JJ George. There is a significant difference around the province regarding preparation times. In my district elementary teachers currently get 100 minutes of prep time. This new proposal is useless to me. I'll have to wait 6 years to gain an extra 10 minutes. Delete Reply UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:11 AM Almost nobody gets cost of living adjustments. Also inflation is NOT 2%. Do some research and look at the CPI for BC over the last 24 months. The average over the last 2 years is 0.7%, not 2%. The CPI changes every month so you cant just look at the highest month and declare that THE inflation rate. Check out the 12 month averages document for the actual numbers. http://www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/StatisticsBySubject/Economy/ConsumerPriceIndex.aspx All that being said I support the teachers. if you think this is a bad deal as a parent my dream would be for the teachers to vote no but continue bargaining because I do think the kids need to be in school and I do fear that the teachers will lose all support if the strike continues. All I ask as a parent is that you do your own research and try not to be swayed by all the opinions. ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:01 AM Inflation for August was 2.1% (http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/economy/cpi-report-expected-to-reveal-rise-in-canadas-core-inflation-rate/article20593943/). The CPI is a year-over-year calculation.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:43 AM Inflation should be looked at as a yearly average, not an individual month.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:34 PM The lawyers do not believe we have compromised our court deal. Our leadership would not have sold us out. We dodged a bullet. The Premier had something loaded even if we are not sure what it was. The idea that we could simply return to work is not guaranteed. I think a no vote could easily lead to the Liberals locking us out again because the Premier wants to crush us and she will use any excuse. She did not want to take the advice of her people and do this deal. I am certain a plan for drastic action (where we have to take the concessions they had planned) or worse - was in place. We can't guarantee the press will do any better job explaining the complexities should we say no. They rarely sided with us in markets outside of Vancouver where people are more political and they often misled or allowed others to mislead. They are not helping and would sensationalize. This would see dissolution of support very quickly - especially if we asked for wages. (Though admittedly it angers me that we can't ask for wages without being accused of being greedy when that is what most bargaining units do). But we have argued this is about kids and while this is not ideal - it is better to have teachers than not. The deal does suck in that it does not bring us to par - but this fight needs to be won with a strategy that is political and capacity will do that in another round. We have some support - but it is limited to the choir. We need to have the pews too. We need to build that capacity while working and continue to find allies because the fight is bigger than most people want to consider. This is about ideology and about privatization. Education always was political but never more so than now and we have to fight this party or the conservatives who would do the same or worse. No teacher who is responsible can ignore the politics any longer. That is simply the truth. If you work in the system you better get informed and you better be prepared to fight until retirement for the system. That said, I want to ask the same question others are asking: Why is this the job of 42,000 teachers and not the job of all citizens who want equality to fight for this right? It is time (while the conversation is still on-going and up to and including election night) for us to guide the public where we can but mainly play our part by not propping the system up. Make poverty known. Make noise about shortfalls, ask questions (in the media or in board offices ) about who is going to fix it instead of paying ourselves, volunteer some but wait for the pubic to step up so they see what schools lack. I hate the deal too. But I trust Vince Ready and Iker and I don't think we could have done better right now. I think we dodged a bullet because I have read everything this government has put out and followed the trail. They plan to privatize and they are just looking for the route. Voting YES for now does not mean we are giving up. It does not mean a win in the way we wanted but we have won a battle that will lead to us winning the war. If we don't rest up and stock up we might not get there.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:57 PM Well, if it is bigger than just this battle, then we will need ALL the unions to strike if they do indeed use drastic (draconian) measures. I say it is time for ALL of the unions to call a general strike. I guarantee that they will not like that one bit. What will they do then? Call the army? :) People in Europe, at the end of the 19th century stood up in mines. General strikes do occur in Europe and have. If you think you had it tough, think of them who stood tall for US in tougher times and conditions. Make sacrifices. Sell furniture. Tutor on the side. Ask for the BCTF money. Ask your banker to help. As friends and relatives. If we say NO, it won't last long. If they legislate us back, let's call a general province-wide strike of all unions. Delete Reply Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:47 AM Between CC's smug smile as she celebrates slaughtered teachers and Jim Iker's goofy grin - seemingly unaware that he has been a willing puppet, I am thoroughly disgusted. Over the next 5 years, teachers will be in an increasingly bad situation financially, classrooms will continue to be too large and complex with increasing medical, social and environmental issues impacting academic delivery. It could not be less obvious that things will continue to worsen. The Liberals have ensured that BC is rapidly becoming the Canadian Monaco for rich off shore interests and wealthy corporations. Soon the underpaid "workers" will have to be bussed in daily to Vancouver - Asian style. The only recourse is to move to just about any other province and bring in up to $100,000 more over the six years with much less cost of living. So we are bailing, encouraged by friends who have gotten positions in Manitoba and Alberta. My colleagues and I discovered through contacting several school boards across Canada that specialist (special needs and behavioural) and secondary science teachers are in particular demand. I want to work in a professional, respectful environment where the needs of all children are considered a priority and where I feel inspired to do my best. However, I want my vote to reflect the wishes of teachers who will be here over the next 6 (5) years, so very much appreciate your blog and opportunity to read the comments.ReplyDelete Bert SlaterSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:11 AM To vote YES will throw away 12 years of effort, and 2 victories in BC Supreme Court. To vote YES will be to snatch defeat from the jaws of victory. If you vote YES what bargaining power do you think you will have - the government will do nothing, and then what do you think you will do - take job action? PLEASE VOTE NO.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:59 PM Time to show you have a spine!Delete Reply RodSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:06 AM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Cool HandSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 AM Wouldn't a 'No' vote be a vote of no confidence in the BCTF itself?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:02 AM Not at all. It is just a message to the leadership we need to do better. The strength of the union is the members, and we support the leadership by giving them direction through democratic means.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:40 PM I disagree. How else can a recommendation by the EC to vote yes be interpreted? Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:00 PM I am sure people will interpret this both ways, but it is a vote. If it is supposed to be a "Yes", because it might be interpreted one way, then why bother having a vote?Delete Kate TSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:07 AM Yes , it would be. I don't think we could come out much better than this with this government. How will a No obtain that? Christy will be happy, she can declare the BCTF gone and roll out her plan to privatize. Delete Reply David DeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:06 AM A no vote would be a rejection of a the court victories defied by the government and an inadequate deal containing some vague promises that won't meet the needs of teachers or students on class size and other important issues.In Ontario elementary teachers get 200 minutes of prep time per 5 day cycle. I know there is financial hardship, but the union has received close to $2 million in donations from other unions; is there no way of accessing hardship funds? At minimum, vote no and return to work on work to rule with various strike options.ReplyDelete Erica JonesSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:25 AM This article actually makes me so mad. It is NOT better for the kids that they have missed almost all of june and all of september. This is what you signed up for in BC as a teacher. Get on board or GET OUT.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:20 PM Is this really what teachers signed up for? At my high school, each class has about 30 kids, with an average of 17 kids per classroom with an identified learning disability. Our district says that there should be no more than 4 kids per classroom.. How do you expect non-specialist teachers to help each student when over half of them require more resources because of a learning disability? Furthermore, are you generalizing the "better-ness" to all the kids in BC? Because I don't think that it would be better if kids went back considering the learning environment isn't up to par. There are barely any Education Assistants, and support teachers for the multitude of children who need them. While I recognize and appreciate your enthusiasm for education, please realize that the public school system isn't a daycare. Also, please think about your words and the learning environment prior to speaking out. By the way, we're not an autocracy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:08 PM I can understand your frustration! Understand mine! I almost died at 7:30 pm one night returning from teaching a FI split class with several students who did not get enough support or no support at all. The principal expressed to me that he expected me to teach 2 different social studies programs and 2 different science programs. ANYONE I talked to knows that this is impossible to do, especially in French Immersion when kids get no support at home and books are often too hard for students to read. I had to quit my job. I did it for me and did it for the kids. I was like a surgeon who is asked to operate on 5 patients with an old scalpel with 2 inexperienced nurses. Predictably, 4 patients would die and I would be reprimanded! Teachers are put in terrible conditions and kids too. I hope you have the openmind to consider the reality of this honest personal anecdote. I also wish you to understand that this is likely not an isolated incident. What will it take? A kid to commit suicide because he or she is not getitng enough support?Delete Reply hilarySeptember 17, 2014 at 10:29 AM It is incorrect to equate lost funding with what the teachers would have received in grievances. The two are not equivalent. The starting position of the BCTF was $225M, so they never expected $3B to resolve grievances. I'm also interested to know where you get your figures on overcrowded classrooms. A recent Globe and Mail article says that classrooms are, on average, smaller than the caps set in 2002.ReplyDelete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:36 AM The signing bonus should be roughly $2500 each: 105 million divided by 41 thousand.ReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:53 AM It is not that simple. The $105 million is to be allocated by the union. The term "signing bonus" has been crossed off on the signed document. Some of that money may be used to pay union debts. Don't know this but clarification would be useful.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:16 PM Just quoting from the CBC news website, "And finally there are details of $105-million fund to settle grievances stemming from the ongoing court case. The BCTF says that money will be given out as a signing bonus, with specific amount yet to be determined."Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:34 AM I think it would be smart to put at least part of it into your strike fund.Delete Reply WheelsSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:55 AM If the money is used as a signing bonus, it should be based on FTEReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:12 PM Yes I am sure it will be based on FTE. The question is how much of the $105 Million is actually distributed. This is up to the union, and I am told that it is yet to be decided.Delete GuruSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:44 PM And don't forget all the retired teachers who are entitled to a share of it.Delete Reply Geoff OrmeSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:18 PM In another discussion of this someone suggested that under BC Labour Law a no vote means rejection of the proposed deal, and that means the strike continues until either: - the union in question elects to stand down - another tentative deal is presented or - the government imposes a legislated contract. I think the last of these is the most likely, and I believe the legislated contract would be draconian and brutal. What do you think, Tara? Also, I would appreciate your thoughts on Sandy Garossino's comments at https://storify.com/Garossino/should-teachers-accept-the-contractReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:14 PM If this is so, in a few month (likely a couple of years), teachers will win so much more with a Supreme Court judgment! It is possible that the Liberals know that the higher courts are stacked by Liberal judges (that is what happen when judges are chosen, not elected). In any case, a negative settlement (or not a great judgment) will galvinize the public to reform the way the Supreme court judges are being chosen. I doubt that any govn't will want that to happen. A legislated contract will make the LIbs look like sociopaths and dictators.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:47 PM Peter I think you are expecting far too much from the public, many of whom are only paying attention to this matter due to kids being home from school. The public are not remotely this savvy on the political process.Delete Reply IslanderSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:09 PM I am a continuing education teacher. We have it even worse and we are not listened to enough about our poor conditions. Those include no prep time (and we do have to mark and do report cards many times a year sometimes and commonly for 30 students in a class), travelling to different schools with no compensation, and having next to no breaks in between 3 hour classes. I worked for two years with no lunch break and taught 6 hours straight (just 15 min. breaks) to be told, "don't complain since there are others who will do it". We then got 15 min. breaks in between classes. Most of our students are wealthy immigrants, many who try to stay in classes as long as possible since the classes are free. After spending a year in Germany, I realize how better organized it is where the immigrants pay to learn the language on a sliding scale, and have to pay for a student book as well for each class. We do not even have text books, but photocopy so much at tax payers' expense. This is not right. I then teach summer school since we were not on a 12 month continual salary and most of those students are also immigrants (at least 75%). This is also free and it is becoming so common and the new immigrants know this is free babysitting and tutoring. I think one main problem is that we have so many new immigrants in our classes who need ESL like this article states about our inclusion style of education nowadays: http://www.vancouversun.com/life/Shelley+Fralic+trouble+with+schools/10203596/story.html I am honored to be teaching and like my job, but it does get exhausting especially since I need two or three jobs to pay the mortgage that I now no longer have.. back to renting since it all I can afford in this city that has become so expensive. And many don't realize that it is very very difficult to get to full time work as a teacher here. There was a formula that made it take about 10 years to get to f/t (now finally changed). I have been without pay for 3 months, and now had to finally rent a place in anticipation of returning to work, so I have to vote "yes", but please keep the comments coming for what alternatives we have. Maybe we have to just educate the public in a better way than picketing; maybe get out and walk around malls and talk to people and hand out pamphlets on how this liberal government is hurting this. Most Asians (probably just the new who are from such a different system) are already against the teachers since they do not seem to understand what is going on. http://www.vancouversun.com/Business/asia-pacific/Chuck+Chiang+Many+Asian+families+place+blame/10202757/story.htmlReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:17 PM First of all, myn thoughts are with you! I think your ideas about using different strategies is smart. Picketing is not a very good strategy to let people know about things. I think using the membership to flood media comment sections would be more effective. Going to talk to the public might be a good idea along with this, I think. Phone the BCTF and ask for support.Delete Reply Marsha HolleySeptember 17, 2014 at 1:36 PM A teachers wife Vote no you have come to far to back down. It is a -----Y DEAL. ReplyDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:45 PM Ask yourself WHY teachers cannot get 1/2 of the average increase in salary of the private sector? (The Libs will tell you because there are sooooooo many teachers, but I also hear that there are provinces where there is a need for teachers!) TORONTO - A new study says that Canadians, on average, can expect about the same size salary increase next year as in 2014. Human resources consultants Pal Benefits says a survey of 401 organizations, mainly in Ontario, Alberta and British Columbia, projected salary increase for 2015 at an average of 2.79 per cent. That was almost unchanged from the 2.74 per cent average increase projected in last year's survey. Meanwhile, in addition to the average salary increase remaining relatively steady year over year, the survey found that the percentage of employers who plan to freeze salaries appears to have stabilized at eight per cent —in the same percentages as was projected in 2014. Breaking down the numbers further, the survey found the average salary increase anticipated in the engineering, financial services and high technology sectors was three per cent. That compared with an average of 2.5 per cent on the low end for organizations in durable manufacturing. https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.htmlReplyDelete "Mama Rose"September 17, 2014 at 9:12 PM I used to agree with you, Tara, and appreciate you bringing these items to your blog to get us all thinking. But after a very long night and day of research and discussion, I realize I will be voting yes tomorrow. Here is why: I don't care about salary or benefit increases. That is not why I went on strike. I don't care if this tentative deal is not good for teachers. That's not why I went on strike either. For me, the single most important issue is class size and composition. I want to work in a classroom where I have enough time and resources available to me to adequately help all the students I teach. And while it is true that this tentative deal will not change anything in the classrooms right now (or at least most of our classrooms), I realized that we couldn't actually make changes in that area because the issues of cs and c is before the courts. When I made that connection and realized that this round of bargaining was really about a "good enough" agreement regarding wages, then the deal seems, well... good enough. BUT, the best part, is the language the BCTF legal team made around the furture court decision (the re-opener). They have it in writing that if we win the court case (which is likely) and when we have to start bargaining class size and comp again (that is exactly what Justice Susan Griffin said we would have to do) we will be STARTING from the 2002 levels. To make this simple to understand, I explained it to my friends using a number line. With this new language, the BCTF starts the next round of bargaining at say a 50. The government will want us to go to 10 or 15, and we'll compromise and end up maybe 25. But WITHOUT that language, we would have started bargaining at a 10 and only gone down from there. So I do believe it is the best deal possible, it still factors in the biggest issue (from my perspective), we do not lose the important gains of the past, and most importantly, everyone gets to go back to school.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 PM Mam Rose, I appreciate your point of view and your courage. However, let me point out to you and the readers that a decision at the BC supreme court might not turn out the way teachers anticipate. We all know that judges are appointed and who does the appointing? "All justices of the BCSC (including the position of Chief Justice and Associate Chief Justice) are appointed by the federal cabinet, on recommendation of the Minister of Justice. Masters are appointed by the provincial cabinet, on recommendation of the Attorney General in consultation with the Chief Justice." (Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Supreme_Court_of_British_Columbia) Now, I would like to think that all of those people are objective, but they are appointed and we know that there are political appointments. They have a lot of discretion over the laws and judgments. I am willing to bet that the BC Liberals do know this and are betitng the farm (or do they know something we don't know) that the Supreme Courts are stacked against teachers? So, I am not sure if we can count on a WIN if we proceed with the court ruling. I think we would be better to negotiate and negotiate a better deal.Delete Reply retaSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:57 AM Yes...no...yes...no...The last two days have been this. I’ve read so many articles and comments over the past few months and, I can say, I have learned a lot. I know this is not a great deal for teachers right now. I will be voting yes. This is why… 1. The children. Without going into the multiple issues (e.g., grad, post secondary, trades, sports, global education/trips, planned activities, those with varying degrees of special needs, those that need a soft place to land, etc., etc.) the children need to get on with their education. 2. The parents. For many parents, this strike is a financial burden. We do not like to be called baby sitters, but for many living below the poverty line, school is a financial relief. Winter is coming; gas bills will be expensive. 3. Poverty. Remember, BC has the highest child poverty rate in Canada. Schools feed and clothe numerous children. 4. The other systems educators work collaboratively with. MFCD, CYMH, foster parents, group homes, and the multitude of non-profit agencies that support vulnerable children and families are bursting at the seams. We are a part of that team. 5. CUPE. While some have been paid during this strike, that money is coming from districts. It was not provided by the government. And, CUPE is a partner in education - from the bus drivers to the tech dept to custodians to secretaries to EAs and so on. 6. Small Businesses. In our little towns, the school district is the number one employer. There is a direct cause-effect relationship between loss of wage and loss of business. 7. Money. The amount of money that is needed to reverse the erosion of the public education system over numerous years cannot be recouped in one sitting. This agreement is a start. It’s not much but the stage has been set. 8. THE COURT CASE. That is why we were on strike. All the other stuff could have been resolved months ago, but our government was working hard to make the court case go away. Well, it still exists. I consider that the victory. We live to fight another day (as rhetorical as that sounds) AND I hope people actually read the ruling and think critically about how a loss could impact the future of the Charter of Rights, and the power of government to contravene those rights. I am guessing we will vote to ratify as so many fear “what’s next?” from this government. It’s nasty business, and I think legislation would be next. VALUING PUBLIC EDUCATION needs to come from a STRONG, CONSISTENT public voice. If we do ratify the agreement, and those in the profession and public think we've given up, we have not. We’ve been fighting for years. We just haven’t been heard… until now. ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:21 AM I understand your point of view, but sometimes you have to fight to get what you want. This is a VERY bad deal, considering: Other people get on average 2.5% salary increases last year and this year and the next and the rest of us get 1% and must feel happy if we do.? (https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html) THIS DEAL is a horrendously BAD deal for kids/parents as well, of course. We are going to continue to be humiliated and be the laughing stock of many people of this province. After a decade of paycuts, WOW, this is what they are willing to offer! WOW! WOW! WOW!Delete Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:30 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Reply Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:37 PM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:08 PM Let's cross our fingers! I think we need a general strike by all unions if CC legislates teachers back. It is time to put the foot down and tell her and the Liberals that, as in the movie Network,"I am mad as hell and I won't take it anymore!"Delete Reply Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 8:26 PM Needs help on some stats for an online debate Looking for the last 10 or 15 years of contractual salary increases in %. So, 1% for 2001, 0% for 2002,...ReplyDelete Children FirstSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:00 PM Well it's all done now. Really hope the teacher's can find another angle to deal with class size and composition as well as student funding. The government will make sure the coming court case never swings your way no matter what. 2nd most expensive place to live in the the world!!! Wonder why and where the money goes??? ReplyDelete AnonSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 PM I'm an outsider, but have followed closely this whole fiasco and this is a RAW deal. Your union hung you out to dry on this one - taking a really bad deal (clearly no one from the BCTF had rudimentary math skills in their toolbox) and then publicly encouraging to the media that teachers accept the deal....what choice did you have - a no vote would have outraged the public. I could go on and on, but the bottom line, in my opinion, is that your union better get some stronger leaders who are PR and technology savvy. Out with Iker and the rest of those who bargained on your behalf - they just got ......well , we know that happened. Whew, can't even believe how screwed you got, absolutely amazing - nothing meaningful gained in the big picture and only very minor gains for a small group of people, bigger losses for the majority.. Wow - I better stop now. Best of luck. Thanks for all you do for our children. ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ▼  September (9) Reflections on the BC Teacher Strike BC Teacher strike - Lessons learned Response to Sandy Garossino Will the Education Fund improve classroom conditio... Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Class composition: a human rights perspective Class size and composition - a short visual histor... Guest post - I WILL HOLD THE LINE Teachers - let your leadership know it is time to ... ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
(20141007,www.huffingtonpost.ca,http://www.huffingtonpost.ca/2014/10/07/jennifer-lawrence-vanity-fair_n_5945752.html,Jennifer Lawrence Poses For Vanity Fair Cover, Speaks Out On Nude Hacking Scandal View mobile site October 7, 2014 Huffpost Canada Style ca Edition: ca Show/Hide Brasil BR Canada CA Deutschland DE España ES France FR Italia IT 日本 (Japan) JP 한국 (Korea) KR Maghreb MG United Kingdom UK United States US Region: ALL Show/Hide All Canada Alberta British Columbia Québec (en français) Follow Newsletters Get Canada StyleNewsletters Email address Enter Email Address Huffington Post Search Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search iOS app Android app More Log in Create Account Notifications 0 $USERNAME Profile Settings Logout FRONT PAGE Politics Ford Still Doesn't Understand Racism 51 Kenney Posts Photos Of Iraqi Children To Make Case For ISIL Airstrikes 91 Clinton: Canadian Help In ISIL Fight 'Indispensable' 44 Unvetted Judge Joins Supreme Court 42 Canada Sends Advance Team To Middle East 109 Go to Politics More in Politics The Pulse Stephen Harper You Might Also Like US Politics UK Politics Business Porn Company Has A Raunchy Deal For Air Canada Pilots 3 Sun News Just Lost Its Main Source Of Content; What Now? 48 Canadian Cities Surprisingly Unpopular Destinations For Workers 0 This Is How You Rack Up U.S. Roaming Charges While In Canada 14 Look What China Might Actually Build 47 Go to Business More in Business Small Business Money You Might Also Like Tech TechCrunch Autoblog WorldPost Spanish Nurse First To Contract Ebola Outside West Africa 514 It's Been 3 Weeks Since Anyone's Seen Kim And Rumors Are Swirling 91 3 New Findings On ISIS Weapons That You Should Know About 0 WHO: More Cases Of Ebola In Europe Unavoidable 128 Turkish President Says Syrian Town Under Islamic State Siege Is About To Fall 171 Go to WorldPost More in WorldPost Foreign Affairs World Elections Arab Uprising Afghanistan War Syria Crisis You Might Also Like Travel Impact Living 100 Pumpkin Carvings That Will Inspire You 0 Fried Maple Leaves Are A Delicacy In Japan, And We're Jealous 6 WATCH: HuffPost Readers School Us On Toronto's Real Must-Eats 2 Toronto Dubbed Fourth Most Livable City In The World 0 33 Signs You Live In Liberty Village 1 Go to Living You Might Also Like Healthy Living Food Recipes Divorce Women Parentdish Green Post50 Weddings Style Best Halloween Costumes For Men And Women 0 Most Offensive Products In Retail 3 JLaw Goes Topless For Vanity Fair 0 Bridesmaid Dresses You'll Wear Again 0 Canadian Model Coco Rocha Is Pregnant! 4 Go to Style More in Style Beauty Fashion Celeb Style Entertaining and Etiquette Stylelist Canada Wedding Style Home Style You Might Also Like Style (U.S.) Weddings Stylelist Canada Entertainment '7th Heaven' Star Reportedly Confesses To Child Molestation On Tape 382 Beyonce & Nicki Minaj Are Straight Up 'Flawless' In Paris Performance 19 Jennifer Lawrence Breaks Her Silence On Nude Photo Hack 0 Kendra Wilkinson Gets Candid About Those Cheating Rumors 14 Kris Jenner Opens Up About The Late Robert Kardashian 6 Go to Entertainment You Might Also Like Music Celebrity TV Moviefone Arts The Glamorous History Of Pin-Up Like You've Never Seen It Before 3 1 Here Are A Bunch Of F*cking Delightful Artsy Cat Photos. You're Welcome. 3 This Is What It Really Looks Like To Be A Modern Day Nun 8 New Animation-Inspired Art Show Will Make You Yearn For Saturday Morning Cartoons 0 Go to Arts You Might Also Like Books Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Religion Alberta 20 Puppies Found Abandoned In Field 6 Anti-Abortion Postcard Targets Tory MP.. Again 26 Mystery 'GPO Girl' Turns Up In Calgary 0 Jim Prentice: Time A Critical Factor In Alberta Worker Shortage 12 Go to Alberta More in Alberta Alberta Politics Alberta Business Alison Redford Calgary Edmonton British Columbia B.C. Teen Killed By Train Was Wearing Headphones, Texting: RCMP 13 Anthem Singer's Fall Is Lesson In Showmanship 3 Pastafarian Loses B.C. Driver's Licence Over Holy Colander 0 Elderly Asian Women Attacked In Vancouver 0 Lawyers Of Convicted Surrey Six Gangsters Want Mistrial 3 Go to British Columbia More in British Columbia B.C. Politics B.C. Business Christy Clark Vancouver All Sections News Canada Politics Canada Business US Politics US Business World Media Sports Education Crime Weird News Good News Daily Finance Entertainment Entertainment Music TV Celebrity Comedy Arts Books Moviefone Life & Style Living Style Home Healthy Living Taste Weddings Travel Parents Divorce HuffPost 50 Marlo Thomas OWN Tech & Science Tech Science Green Techcrunch Engadget TUAW Joystiq Voices Impact Women Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Religion College Teen Local Quebec (French) Calgary Montreal Ottawa Toronto Vancouver Winnipeg Mapquest Patch.com Our Mobile Apps: iPhone iPad HuffPost Live iPad Android Phone Android Tablet Style Beauty Fashion Celeb Style Entertaining and Etiquette Wedding Style Home Style Hair Most Offensive Products In Retail 2014-10-06 13:27:11 Best Halloween Costumes For Men And Women 2014-10-06 14:35:19 LOOK: Matthew McConaughey Wears 'Dazed And Confused' T-Shirt 2014-10-05 21:10:35 Company Claims It's Not Racist In The Worst Way Possible 2014-10-01 11:16:09 This Don Cherry-Like Suit Doesn't Belong To Don Cherry 2014-10-06 11:17:19 Canadian Model Coco Rocha Is Pregnant! 2014-10-06 11:39:44 Bridesmaid Dresses You'll Wear Again 2014-10-06 15:37:08 Plus-Size Model Looks Gorgeous In A Swimsuit 2014-10-03 09:42:13 18 Times Benedict Cumberbatch Looked Like A King 2014-10-07 13:44:23 Fashion Trends We'll Be Wearing Next Spring 2014-10-03 15:48:04 Did Chelsea Clinton Copy Kate Middleton? 2014-10-02 11:13:24 Easy Halloween Costume Ideas 2014-10-03 15:53:21 KStew Teases Us In Sheer Mini-Dress 2014-10-07 08:42:10 Pamela Anderson's Busty Wardrobe Malfunction 2014-10-03 16:30:53 Previous Story Next Story Jennifer Lawrence Poses For Vanity Fair Cover, Speaks Out On Nude Hacking Scandal The Huffington Post Canada Posted: 10/07/2014 11:23 am EDT Updated: 5 hours ago Share Tweet Email Comment tumblr reddit Jennifer Lawrence is breaking her silence on the nude hacking scandal in a big way. "The Hunger Games: Mockingjay" actress poses topless on the cover of the Nov. 2014 issue of Vanity Fair, proving that she's still in control of her body and isn't afraid to show off her gorgeous figure, hackers be damned. Wearing nothing but a fabulous diamond necklace and a fierce expression, the 24-year-old Oscar winner looks stunning and the inside photo spread is nothing less than beautiful. It's JLaw's interview—her first since hackers posted nude photos of the actress and other celebrities on the internet—that is more revealing. In a nutshell: she's not sorry for the nude photos (as well she shouldn't be). "Every single thing that I tried to write made me cry or get angry," she tells the magazine. "I started to write an apology, but I don’t have anything to say I’m sorry for. I was in a loving, healthy, great relationship for four years. It was long distance, and either your boyfriend is going to look at porn or he’s going to look at you.” She's also disgusted by the photo leak. "Just because I’m a public figure, just because I’m an actress, does not mean that I asked for this," she tells Vanity Fair. "It does not mean that it comes with the territory. It’s my body, and it should be my choice, and the fact that it is not my choice is absolutely disgusting. I can’t believe that we even live in that kind of world." Jennifer also expresses her belief that the hacking is a sex crime. "It is not a scandal. It is a sex crime," Lawrence says. "It is a sexual violation. It’s disgusting. The law needs to be changed, and we need to change. That’s why these Web sites are responsible. Just the fact that somebody can be sexually exploited and violated, and the first thought that crosses somebody’s mind is to make a profit from it. It’s so beyond me. I just can’t imagine being that detached from humanity. I can’t imagine being that thoughtless and careless and so empty inside." See more on Vanity Fair's website. Also on HuffPost: Close  Jennifer Lawrence's Style of   LAS VEGAS, NV - SEPTEMBER 19: Actress Jennifer Lawrence attends the 2014 iHeartRadio Music Festival at the MGM Grand Garden Arena on September 19, 2014 in Las Vegas, Nevada. (Photo by Mark Davis/Getty Images for iHeartMedia) LAS VEGAS, NV - SEPTEMBER 19: Actress Jennifer Lawrence attends the 2014 iHeartRadio Music Festival at the MGM Grand Garden Arena on September 19, 2014 in Las Vegas, Nevada. (Photo by Isaac Brekken/Getty Images for iHeartMedia) PARIS, FRANCE - JULY 7: Actress Jennifer Lawrence wearing Dior day 2 of Paris Haute Couture Fashion Week Autumn/Winter 2014, on July 7, 2014 in Paris, France. (Photo by Kirstin Sinclair/Getty Images) PARIS, FRANCE - JULY 7: Actress Jennifer Lawrence wearing Dior day 2 of Paris Haute Couture Fashion Week Autumn/Winter 2014, on July 7, 2014 in Paris, France. (Photo by Kirstin Sinclair/Getty Images) Actress Jennifer Lawrence poses for photographers during a photo call for Hunger Games: Mockingjay Part 1 at the 67th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Saturday, May 17, 2014. (AP Photo/Alastair Grant) Actress Jennifer Lawrence poses for photographers during a photo call for Hunger Games: Mockingjay Part 1 at the 67th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Saturday, May 17, 2014. (AP Photo/Alastair Grant) Jennifer Lawrence seen at the Hunger Games: Mockingjay - Part 1 party at the 67th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Saturday, May 17, 2014. (Photo by Arthur Mola/Invision/AP) Jennifer Lawrence seen at the Hunger Games: Mockingjay - Part 1 party at the 67th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Saturday, May 17, 2014. (Photo by Arthur Mola/Invision/AP) NEW YORK, NY - MAY 10: Actress Jennifer Lawrence attends the 'X-Men: Days Of Future Past' world premiere at Jacob Javits Center on May 10, 2014 in New York City. (Photo by Mike Coppola/Getty Images) NEW YORK, NY - MAY 10: Actress Jennifer Lawrence attends the 'X-Men: Days Of Future Past' world premiere at Jacob Javits Center on May 10, 2014 in New York City. (Photo by Mike Coppola/Getty Images) Jennifer Lawrence arrives to the 2014 Vanity Fair Oscar Party on March 2, 2014 in West Hollywood, California. AFP PHOTO/ADRIAN SANCHEZ-GONZALEZ (Photo credit should read ADRIAN SANCHEZ-GONZALEZ/AFP/Getty Images) WEST HOLLYWOOD, CA - MARCH 02: Actress Jennifer Lawrence attends the 2014 Vanity Fair Oscar Party hosted by Graydon Carter on March 2, 2014 in West Hollywood, California. (Photo by Pascal Le Segretain/Getty Images) WEST HOLLYWOOD, CA - MARCH 02: Actress Jennifer Lawrence attends the 2014 Vanity Fair Oscar Party hosted by Graydon Carter on March 2, 2014 in West Hollywood, California. (Photo by Pascal Le Segretain/Getty Images) HOLLYWOOD, CA - MARCH 02: Actress Jennifer Lawrence attends the Oscars held at Hollywood & Highland Center on March 2, 2014 in Hollywood, California. (Photo by Michael Buckner/Getty Images) HOLLYWOOD, CA - MARCH 02: Actress Jennifer Lawrence attends the Oscars held at Hollywood & Highland Center on March 2, 2014 in Hollywood, California. (Photo by Michael Buckner/Getty Images) HOLLYWOOD, CA - MARCH 02: Actress Jennifer Lawrence attends the Oscars held at Hollywood & Highland Center on March 2, 2014 in Hollywood, California. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) LOS ANGELES, CA - JANUARY 18: Actress Jennifer Lawrence attends the 20th Annual Screen Actors Guild Awards at The Shrine Auditorium on January 18, 2014 in Los Angeles, California. (Photo by Alberto E. Rodriguez/Getty Images) LOS ANGELES, CA - JANUARY 18: Actress Jennifer Lawrence attends the 20th Annual Screen Actors Guild Awards at The Shrine Auditorium on January 18, 2014 in Los Angeles, California. (Photo by Ethan Miller/Getty Images) LOS ANGELES, CA - JANUARY 18: Actress Jennifer Lawrence attends the 20th Annual Screen Actors Guild Awards at The Shrine Auditorium on January 18, 2014 in Los Angeles, California. (Photo by Ethan Miller/Getty Images) Jennifer Lawrence, winner of the Best Supporting Actress in a Movie: Comedy or Musical, for her role in the crime caper 'American Hustle,' poses in the press room at the 71st Annual Golden Globe Awards in Beverly Hills, California, January 12, 2014. AFP PHOTO / ROBYN BECK (Photo credit should read ROBYN BECK/AFP/Getty Images) Actress Jennifer Lawrence arrives on the red carpet for the Golden Globe awards on January 12, 2014 in Beverly Hills, California. AFP PHOTO / Frederic J. BROWN (Photo credit should read FREDERIC J. BROWN/AFP/Getty Images) Actress Jennifer Lawrence arrives on the red carpet for the Golden Globe awards on January 12, 2014 in Beverly Hills, California. AFP PHOTO / Frederic J. BROWN (Photo credit should read FREDERIC J. BROWN/AFP/Getty Images) MADRID, SPAIN - NOVEMBER 13: Actress Jennifer Lawrence attends the Spanish premiere of the film 'The Hunger Games - Catching Fire' (Los Juegos Del Hambre: En Llamas) at the Callao cinema on November 13, 2013 in Madrid, Spain. (Photo by Carlos Alvarez/Getty Images) The cast of "American Hustle", from left, Amy Adams, Christian Bale, Jennifer Lawrence, Bradley Cooper and Jeremy Renner pose together during a photo call at the Crosby Street Hotel on Sunday, Dec. 8, 2013 in New York. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) NEW YORK, NY - DECEMBER 07: Jennifer Lawrence attends the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences Official Academy Members screening of 'American Hustle' at the Academy Theater at Lighthouse International on December 7, 2013 in New York City. (Photo by Craig Barritt/Getty Images for Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences) In this photo provided by CBS, host David Letterman brushes actress Jennifer Lawrence's bangs to the side on the set of the Late Show with David Letterman, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2013 in New York. (AP Photo/CBS, Jeffrey R. Staab) MANDATORY CREDIT; NO SALES; NO ARCHIVE; FOR NORTH AMERICAN USE ONLY From left, actors Elizabeth Banks, Liam Hemsworth and Jennifer Lawrence attend a special screening of "The Hunger Games: Catching Fire" at AMC Lincoln Square on Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2013, in New York. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Actress Jennifer Lawrence arrives at a special screening of 'The Hunger Games: Catching Fire' November 20, 2013 in New York. AFP PHOTO/Stan HONDA (Photo credit should read STAN HONDA/AFP/Getty Images) Actress Jennifer Lawrence arrives at a special screening of 'The Hunger Games: Catching Fire' November 20, 2013 in New York. AFP PHOTO/Stan HONDA (Photo credit should read STAN HONDA/AFP/Getty Images) LOS ANGELES, CA - NOVEMBER 18: Actress Jennifer Lawrence attends the premiere of Lionsgate's 'The Hunger Games: Cathching Fire' at Nokia Theatre L.A. Live on November 18, 2013 in Los Angeles, California. (Photo by Frazer Harrison/Getty Images) LOS ANGELES, CA - NOVEMBER 18: Actress Jennifer Lawrence attends the premiere of Lionsgate's 'The Hunger Games: Cathching Fire' at Nokia Theatre L.A. Live on November 18, 2013 in Los Angeles, California. (Photo by Frazer Harrison/Getty Images) Jennifer Lawrence arrives at the Los Angeles premiere of "The Hunger Games: Catching Fire" at Nokia Theatre LA Live on Monday, Nov. 18, 2013. (Photo by Jordan Strauss/Invision/AP) IMAGE DISTRIBUTED FOR LIONSGATE - Jennifer Lawrence seen at Lionsgate's 'The Hunger Games: Catching Fire' Los Angeles Premiere, on Monday, Nov, 18, 2013 in Los Angeles. (Photo by Eric Charbonneau/Invision for Lionsgate/AP Images) Elizabeth Banks, Liam Hemsworth, Jennifer Lawrence and Josh Hutcherson attend the LA premiere of "The Hunger Games: Catching Fire" on Monday, Nov. 18, 2013 in Los Angeles. (Photo by Matt Sayles/Invision/AP) From left, Elizabeth Banks, Liam Hemsworth, Jennifer Lawrence and Josh Hutcherson arrive at the Los Angeles premiere of "The Hunger Games: Catching Fire" at Nokia Theatre LA Live on Monday, Nov. 18, 2013. (Photo by Jordan Strauss/Invision/AP) Jennifer Lawrence arrives at the Los Angeles premiere of "The Hunger Games: Catching Fire" at Nokia Theatre LA Live on Monday, Nov. 18, 2013. (Photo by Jordan Strauss/Invision/AP) Jennifer Lawrence arrives at the Los Angeles premiere of "The Hunger Games: Catching Fire" at Nokia Theatre LA Live on Monday, Nov. 18, 2013. (Photo by Jordan Strauss/Invision/AP) PARIS, FRANCE - NOVEMBER 15: Jennifer Lawrence attends 'The Hunger Games: Catching Fire' Paris Premiere at Le Grand Rex on November 15, 2013 in Paris, France. (Photo by Pascal Le Segretain/Getty Images) PARIS, FRANCE - NOVEMBER 15: Jennifer Lawrence attends 'The Hunger Games: Catching Fire' Paris Premiere at Le Grand Rex on November 15, 2013 in Paris, France. (Photo by Pascal Le Segretain/Getty Images) Australian actor Liam Hemsworth (L) and American actress Jennifer Lawrence pose for photographers at the French premiere of their new film 'Hunger Games: Catching Fire' at the Grand Rex movie theater in Paris on November 15, 2013. AFP PHOTO / PIERRE ANDRIEU (Photo credit should read PIERRE ANDRIEU/AFP/Getty Images) American actress Jennifer Lawrence poses for photographers at the French premiere of her new film 'Hunger Games: Catching Fire' at the Grand Rex movie theater in Paris on November 15, 2013. AFP PHOTO / PIERRE ANDRIEU (Photo credit should read PIERRE ANDRIEU/AFP/Getty Images) PARIS, FRANCE - NOVEMBER 15: Jennifer Lawrence attends 'The Hunger Games: Catching Fire' Paris Premiere at Le Grand Rex on November 15, 2013 in Paris, France. (Photo by Pascal Le Segretain/Getty Images) Actress Jennifer Lawrence poses during the photo call of the movie 'The Hunger Games: Catching Fire', at the 8th edition of the Rome International Film Festival, in Rome, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2013. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini) Actors Liam Hemsworth, left, and Jennifer Lawrence pose during the photo call of the movie 'The Hunger Games: Catching Fire', at the 8th edition of the Rome International Film Festival, in Rome, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2013. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini) Actress Jennifer Lawrence poses during the photo call of the movie 'The Hunger Games: Catching Fire', at the 8th edition of the Rome International Film Festival, in Rome, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2013. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini) ROME, ITALY - NOVEMBER 14: Actress Jennifer Lawrence attends the 'The Hunger Games: Catching Fire' Premiere during The 8th Rome Film Festival at Auditorium Parco Della Musica on November 14, 2013 in Rome, Italy. (Photo by Tullio M. Puglia/Getty Images) ROME, ITALY - NOVEMBER 14: Producer Jon Kilik (L), actress Jennifer Lawrence (C), actors Liam Hemsworth (2ndR) and Josh Hutcherson (R) attend the 'The Hunger Games: Catching Fire' Premiere during The 8th Rome Film Festival at Auditorium Parco Della Musica on November 14, 2013 in Rome, Italy. (Photo by Tullio M. Puglia/Getty Images) (LtoR) - Australian actor Liam Hemsworth and , US actress Jennifer Lawrence pose as they arrive at the screening of the film 'The Hunger Games: catching fire on November 14, 2013 at the Rome International Film Festival. AFP PHOTO / TIZIANA FABI (Photo credit should read TIZIANA FABI/AFP/Getty Images) US actress Jennifer Lawrence (C) poses as she arrives at the screening of the film 'The Hunger Games: catching fire on November 14, 2013 at the Rome International Film Festival. AFP PHOTO / TIZIANA FABI (Photo credit should read TIZIANA FABI/AFP/Getty Images) ROME, ITALY - NOVEMBER 14: Actress Jennifer Lawrence attends the 'The Hunger Games: Catching Fire' Premiere during The 8th Rome Film Festival at Auditorium Parco Della Musica on November 14, 2013 in Rome, Italy. (Photo by Vittorio Zunino Celotto/Getty Images) US actress Jennifer Lawrence poses for photographers as she arrives on the red carpet for the German premier of the film 'The Hunger Games: Catching Fire' in Berlin on November 12, 2013. The dystopian universe of 'The Hunger Games' returns to cinema screens aiming to harness the star power of Oscar-winning actress Jennifer Lawrence and convey an unambiguous message of youthful rebellion. AFP PHOTO / ODD ANDERSEN (Photo credit should read ODD ANDERSEN/AFP/Getty Images) US actress Jennifer Lawrence poses for photographers as she arrives on the red carpet for the German premier of the film 'The Hunger Games: Catching Fire' in Berlin on November 12, 2013. The dystopian universe of 'The Hunger Games' returns to cinema screens aiming to harness the star power of Oscar-winning actress Jennifer Lawrence and convey an unambiguous message of youthful rebellion. AFP PHOTO / ODD ANDERSEN (Photo credit should read ODD ANDERSEN/AFP/Getty Images) Actresses Elizabeth Banks, right, and Jennifer Lawrence, both from the US, pose for photographers as they arrive at the German premiere of their movie "The Hunger Games: Catching Fire" in Berlin, Germany, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2013. (AP Photo/Michael Sohn) MADRID, SPAIN - NOVEMBER 13: (l-R) Actor Liam Hemsworth, actress Jennifer Lawrence and actor Josh Hutcherson attend the Spanish photocall of the film 'The Hunger Games - Catching Fire' (Los Juegos Del Hambre: En Llamas) at the Villamagna Hotel on November 13, 2013 in Madrid, Spain. (Photo by Carlos Alvarez/Getty Images) MADRID, SPAIN - NOVEMBER 13: Actress Jennifer Lawrence attends the Spanish photocall of the film 'The Hunger Games - Catching Fire' (Los Juegos Del Hambre: En Llamas) at the Villamagna Hotel on November 13, 2013 in Madrid, Spain. (Photo by Carlos Alvarez/Getty Images) MADRID, SPAIN - NOVEMBER 13: Actress Jennifer Lawrence attends the Spanish photocall of the film 'The Hunger Games - Catching Fire' (Los Juegos Del Hambre: En Llamas) at the Villamagna Hotel on November 13, 2013 in Madrid, Spain. (Photo by Carlos Alvarez/Getty Images) Jennifer Lawrence arrives at the 'The Hunger Games: Catching Fire' Premiere After-Party, on Monday Nov.11, in the Royal Court of Justice, London. 'Catching Fire' is the second instalment in 'The Hunger Games' trilogy. (Photo by Jon Furniss/Invision/AP) Jennifer Lawrence arrives at the 'The Hunger Games: Catching Fire' Premiere After-Party, on Monday Nov.11, in the Royal Court of Justice, London. 'Catching Fire' is the second instalment in 'The Hunger Games' trilogy. (Photo by Jon Furniss/Invision/AP) Jennifer Lawrence arrives at the 'The Hunger Games: Catching Fire' Premiere After-Party, on Monday Nov.11, in the Royal Court of Justice, London. 'Catching Fire' is the second instalment in 'The Hunger Games' trilogy. (Photo by Jon Furniss/Invision/AP) US actress Jennifer Lawrence poses for pictures on the red carpet upon arrival for the world premier of the film 'The Hunger Games: Catching Fire' in Leicester Square, central London, on November 11, 2013. The dystopian universe of 'The Hunger Games' returns to cinema screens aiming to harness the star power of Oscar-winning actress Jennifer Lawrence and convey an unambiguous message of youthful rebellion. AFP PHOTO/ANDREW COWIE (Photo credit should read ANDREW COWIE/AFP/Getty Images) US actress Jennifer Lawrence poses for pictures on the red carpet upon arrival for the world premier of the film 'The Hunger Games: Catching Fire' in Leicester Square, central London, on November 11, 2013. The dystopian universe of 'The Hunger Games' returns to cinema screens aiming to harness the star power of Oscar-winning actress Jennifer Lawrence and convey an unambiguous message of youthful rebellion. AFP PHOTO/ANDREW COWIE (Photo credit should read ANDREW COWIE/AFP/Getty Images) US actress Jennifer Lawrence poses for pictures on the red carpet upon arrival for the world premier of the film 'The Hunger Games: Catching Fire' in Leicester Square, central London, on November 11, 2013. The dystopian universe of 'The Hunger Games' returns to cinema screens aiming to harness the star power of Oscar-winning actress Jennifer Lawrence and convey an unambiguous message of youthful rebellion. AFP PHOTO/ANDREW COWIE (Photo credit should read ANDREW COWIE/AFP/Getty Images) LONDON, UNITED KINGDOM - NOVEMBER 11: Jennifer Lawrence attends the UK Premiere of 'The Hunger Games: Catching Fire' at Odeon Leicester Square on November 11, 2013 in London, England. (Photo by Zak Hussein/Getty Images) Actors Liam Hemsworth, left, Jennifer Lawrence and Josh Hutcherson pose for photographers at the World Premiere of 'The Hunger Games: Catching Fire', on Monday Nov. 11, 2013, in Leicester Square, London. 'Catching Fire' is the second installment in 'The Hunger Games' trilogy. (Photo by Jon Furniss/Invision/AP) US actress Jennifer Lawrence poses for pictures on the red carpet upon arrival for the world premier of the film 'The Hunger Games: Catching Fire' in Leicester Square, central London, on November 11, 2013. The dystopian universe of 'The Hunger Games' returns to cinema screens aiming to harness the star power of Oscar-winning actress Jennifer Lawrence and convey an unambiguous message of youthful rebellion. AFP PHOTO/ANDREW COWIE (Photo credit should read ANDREW COWIE/AFP/Getty Images) US actress Jennifer Lawrence poses for pictures on the red carpet upon arrival for the world premier of the film 'The Hunger Games: Catching Fire' in Leicester Square, central London, on November 11, 2013. The dystopian universe of 'The Hunger Games' returns to cinema screens aiming to harness the star power of Oscar-winning actress Jennifer Lawrence and convey an unambiguous message of youthful rebellion. AFP PHOTO/ANDREW COWIE (Photo credit should read ANDREW COWIE/AFP/Getty Images) LONDON, UNITED KINGDOM - NOVEMBER 11: Jennifer Lawrence attends the UK Premiere of 'The Hunger Games: Catching Fire' at Odeon Leicester Square on November 11, 2013 in London, England. (Photo by Zak Hussein/Getty Images) HOLLYWOOD, CA - FEBRUARY 24: Actress Jennifer Lawrence arrives at the Oscars at Hollywood & Highland Center on February 24, 2013 in Hollywood, California. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) HOLLYWOOD, CA - FEBRUARY 24: Actress Jennifer Lawrence arrives at the Oscars at Hollywood & Highland Center on February 24, 2013 in Hollywood, California. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) HOLLYWOOD, CA - FEBRUARY 24: (EDITORS NOTE: Image has been digitally manipulated) Actress Jennifer Lawrence poses in the press room at the 85th Annual Academy Awards at Hollywood & Highland Center on February 24, 2013 in Hollywood, California. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) HOLLYWOOD, CA - FEBRUARY 24: (L-R) Actresses Jennifer Lawrence and Anne Hathaway pose in the press room during the Oscars held at Loews Hollywood Hotel on February 24, 2013 in Hollywood, California. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) HOLLYWOOD, CA - FEBRUARY 24: (L-R) Actresses Jennifer Lawrence and Anne Hathaway pose in the press room during the Oscars held at Loews Hollywood Hotel on February 24, 2013 in Hollywood, California. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) HOLLYWOOD, CA - FEBRUARY 24: Actress Jennifer Lawrence arrives at the Oscars at Hollywood & Highland Center on February 24, 2013 in Hollywood, California. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) HOLLYWOOD, CA - FEBRUARY 24: Actress Jennifer Lawrence arrives at the Oscars at Hollywood & Highland Center on February 24, 2013 in Hollywood, California. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) Jennifer Lawrence carrying her Oscar for best actress arrives for the 2013 Vanity Fair Oscar Party on February 24, 2013 in Hollywood, California. AFP PHOTO / ADRIAN SANCHEZ-GONZALEZ (Photo credit should read ADRIAN SANCHEZ-GONZALEZ/AFP/Getty Images) LOS ANGELES, CA - APRIL 20: Actress Jennifer Lawrence (L) attends the 24th Annual GLAAD Media Awards at JW Marriott Los Angeles at L.A. LIVE on April 20, 2013 in Los Angeles, California. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images for GLAAD) LOS ANGELES, CA - APRIL 20: Actress Jennifer Lawrence attends the 24th Annual GLAAD Media Awards at JW Marriott Los Angeles at L.A. LIVE on April 20, 2013 in Los Angeles, California. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images for GLAAD) NEW YORK, NY - MAY 06: Jennifer Lawrence attends the Costume Institute Gala for the 'PUNK: Chaos to Couture' exhibition at the Metropolitan Museum of Art on May 6, 2013 in New York City. (Photo by Larry Busacca/Getty Images) CANNES, FRANCE - MAY 18: Actress Jennifer Lawrence poses at the 'The Hunger Games: Catching Fire' photocall during The 66th Annual Cannes Film Festival at Nespresso Beach on May 18, 2013 in Cannes, France. (Photo by Ian Gavan/Getty Images) CANNES, FRANCE - MAY 18: Actress Jennifer Lawrence attends 'The Hunger Games: Catching Fire' Party during The 66th Annual Cannes Film Festival at Baoli Beach on May 18, 2013 in Cannes, France. (Photo by Samir Hussein/Getty Images) US actress Jennifer Lawrence poses on May 18, 2013 as she arrives for the screening of the film 'Jimmy P. Psychotherapy of a Plains Indian' presented in Competition at the 66th edition of the Cannes Film Festival in Cannes. Cannes, one of the world's top film festivals, opened on May 15 and will climax on May 26 with awards selected by a jury headed this year by Hollywood legend Steven Spielberg. AFP PHOTO / ANNE-CHRISTINE POUJOULAT (Photo credit should read ANNE-CHRISTINE POUJOULAT/AFP/Getty Images) CANNES, FRANCE - MAY 18: Actress Jennifer Lawrence attends 'The Hunger Games: Catching Fire' Party during The 66th Annual Cannes Film Festival at Baoli Beach on May 18, 2013 in Cannes, France. (Photo by Samir Hussein/Getty Images) CANNES, FRANCE - MAY 18: Director Francis Lawrence and actors Jennifer Lawrence and Sam Claflin attend 'The Hunger Games: Catching Fire' Party during The 66th Annual Cannes Film Festival at Baoli Beach on May 18, 2013 in Cannes, France. (Photo by Samir Hussein/Getty Images) CANNES, FRANCE - MAY 18: Actress Jennifer Lawrence attends 'The Hunger Games: Catching Fire' Party during The 66th Annual Cannes Film Festival at Baoli Beach on May 18, 2013 in Cannes, France. (Photo by Samir Hussein/Getty Images) PARIS, FRANCE - JULY 01: Jennifer Lawrence attends the Christian Dior show as part of Paris Fashion Week Haute-Couture Fall/Winter 2013-2014 at Hotel Des Invalides on July 1, 2013 in Paris, France. (Photo by Pascal Le Segretain/Getty Images) US actress Jennifer Lawrence poses as she arrives to attend the Christian Dior Haute Couture Autumn/Winter 2013-2014 collection show, on July 1, 2013 in Paris. AFP PHOTO MARTIN BUREAU (Photo credit should read MARTIN BUREAU/AFP/Getty Images) IMAGE DISTRIBUTED FOR LIONSGATE - Jennifer Lawrence seen at Lionsgate Presentation at 2013 Comic-Con, on Saturday, July, 20, 2013 in San Diego, Calif. (Photo by Eric Charbonneau/Invision for Lionsgate/AP Images) HOLLYWOOD, CA - NOVEMBER 08: Actresses Jane Fonda (L) and Jennifer Lawrence attend the reception for 'An Evening With David O. Russell' special tribute during AFI FEST 2013 presented by Audi at the Egyptian Theatre on November 8, 2013 in Hollywood, California. (Photo by Imeh Akpanudosen/Getty Images for AFI) (WireImage photo) (Getty photo) (Getty photo) (WireImage photo) (FilmMagic photo) (Getty photo) (WireImage photo) (WireImage photo) (Getty photo) (Getty photo) (Getty photo) (Getty photo) (Getty photo) (WireImage photo) (WireImage photo) (Getty photo) (Getty photo) (FilmMagic photo) (WireImage photo) (Getty photo) (Getty photo) (WireImage photo) (WireImage photo) (Getty photo) (Getty photo) (Getty photo) (Getty photo) (Getty photo) (Getty photo) (Getty photo) (Getty photo) (Getty photo) (Getty photo)  Share  Tweet  ✖ Advertisement Share this ✖ close Current Slide More: Jennifer Lawrence Jennifer Lawrence Photos Jennifer Lawrence Style Jennifer Lawrence Vanity Fair Jennifer Lawrence Nude Photos Jennifer Lawrence Topless Jennifer Lawrence Hacking Scandal Jennifer Lawrence Photo Leak Jennifer Lawrence Hacked Photos Jennifer Lawrence Nude Photo Leak Jennifer Lawrence Nude Hacking Scandal Jennifer Lawrence Nude Hacking Photos The Hunger Games Video Suggest a correction Around the Web Jennifer Lawrence - Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia Jennifer Lawrence - IMDb Jennifer Lawrence Breaks Her Silence on Nude Photo Leak X-Men: Apocalypse will recognize that people like Jennifer Lawrence Jennifer Lawrence and Bradley Cooper are crazy in love in new movie Serena ... Chris Martin in Malibu after 'kissing' Jennifer Lawrence at Kings Of Leon concert Jennifer Lawrence, Britney Spears and More Celebs Who Don't Care What They ...   Click here to view Conversations Conversations Most Popular Best Halloween Costumes For Men And Women imgur Most Offensive Products In Retail Zara JLaw Goes Topless For Vanity Fair Patrick Demarchelier/Vanity Fair Easy Halloween Costume Ideas Twitter Bridesmaid Dresses You'll Wear Again Nerida McMurray Photography via Getty Images Pamela Anderson's Busty Wardrobe Malfunction Jason LaVeris via Getty Images Canadian Model Coco Rocha Is Pregnant! ASSOCIATED PRESS Jessica Chastain Poses In Lingerie Interview Fashion Trends We'll Be Wearing Next Spring ASSOCIATED PRESS Plus-Size Model Looks Gorgeous In A Swimsuit Marie Claire Australia Megan Fox Sizzles In Corset Franziska Krug via Getty Images Cool Halloween Lip Makeup Ideas Facebook Best Canadian-Made Wedding Dresses Truvelle Did Chelsea Clinton Copy Kate Middleton? Jeff Bachner INFphoto.com The Photoshop Fail To End All Photoshop Fails ebay This Don Cherry-Like Suit Doesn't Belong To Don Cherry Erie Otters/Twitter LOOK: Rosamund Pike's Style Evolution Getty Images Company Claims It's Not Racist In The Worst Way Possible Dolls Kill KStew Teases Us In Sheer Mini-Dress Dimitrios Kambouris via Getty Images FOLLOW HUFFPOST Email Email Address Options HuffPost Daily Brief Style Get top stories and blog posts emailed to me each day.. Facebook HuffPost Style Twitter HuffPost Follow Style Follow Google Plus HuffPost Style RSS The Huffington Post Style All RSS / Feeds Phone Available on the App Store Android App on Google Play Get it at Blackberry App World Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search advertise log in make HuffPost your home page RSS careers FAQ user agreement privacy policy comment policy about us about our ads contact us Copyright ©2014 TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. "The Huffington Post" is a registered trademark of TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. All rights reserved. Part of HuffPost Style Use this form to alert a HuffPost editor about a factual or typographical error in this story. Notify message * Required * * * What kind of error is this? Choose an option Factual or typographical Comment moderation problem Rights and permissions Other * What is the correction? 0 count Describe the error here (1,000 character limit) * Type the words below so we know you are not a cyborg Sign me up for The Huffington Post's Daily Brief Thank you!)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Foster parents are ordinary people engaged in extraordinary acts of kindness. Join the team! http://t.co/6jUkcsOp6V" @Teresa_Wat - 04:31pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/SalaryAndBenefits.aspx?id=4780&printPage=true,BCTF > Pensions  	Salary & Benefits  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Salary and Benefits > Pensions Pensions Changes to the Teachers' Pension Plan In October 2012 the Teachers’ Pension Plan Board of Trustees released the results of the 2011 actuarial valuation of the Teachers’ Pension Plan basic account.  This is a complex process that requires the actuary to calculate the present value of all liabilities ($20.7 billion ) and assets ($19.8 billion) to determine the funded status of the plan based on economic and demographic assumptions. This ensures the plan’s financial health and stability for the approximately 46,000 active members of the plan. As a result the plan is 96% funded and has an unfunded liability of $855 million. The Board identified three key factors that contributed to the unfunded status of the plan: underperformance in Canadian and global markets limited investment gains life expectancy of plan members is increasing fewer plan members than anticipated. Due to the funded position of the plan, the Joint Trust Agreement governing our pension requires a 2.6% increase in the contribution rate to be shared equally between plan members and the employer. These rate increases will come into effect as of July 1, 2013.   Member   Employer  Old rates Rates effective July 1, 2013 Old rates Rates effective July 1, 2013 Below YMPE* 11.2% 12.5% 13.33% 14.63% Above YMPE* 12.7% 14% 14.83% 16.13% * The YMPE is the year’s maximum pensionable earnings for the set by Revenue Canada. The YMPE for 2012 is $50,100. If you are considering purchasing service for a leave of absence that ended within the past five years you can save money by submitting your application to your employer before June 30, 2013.  All applications for received before this date will be based on the current contribution rates. For more information visit the Teachers’ Pension Plan website: www.tpp.pensionsbc.ca or contact the plan by email: tpp@pensionsbc.ca or by phone 1-800-665-6770 (toll-free in Canada and US). Teachers' Pension Plan (TPP) Following is a summary of the Teachers’ Pension Plan Rules. In case of a conflict between the summary and the rules, the rules will take precedence. For income tax implications, you should contact a tax specialist. Appeals  Access your Pension Information Online   Countdown to Retirement: A Checklist  Joint Trusteeship  Pensions & WCB/ICBC claims  Purchasing general leave of absence  Purchasing maternity and parental leave of absence  Tax deducting purchase of service  Transferring service from another province  Further information is available from the Teachers’ Pension Plan. The Personalized Pension Estimator,and the Purchase of Service Estimator are both available when you log on at  “My Account.” As well, a general  Purchase of Service Estimator will assist in estimating the cost of purchasing a leave of absence. The Teachers' Pension Plan web page provides contacts for pension inquiries. The BCTF Income Security Division, 604-871-1921, toll-free 1-800-663-9163, does not have your personal pension information, but will answer questions and assist you if you provide the information. Your annual Members Benefit Statement from the Teachers’ Pension Plan provides you with your personal pension information. Pension seminars Two new Pension Seminars are presented jointly by the BCTF and the BC Pension Corporation. Seminar 1 - Your Pension, Your Future Membership does have its privileges. Your contributions to the Teachers’ Pension Plan now will be your income down the road. Come and see what your future holds. Pension Seminar Schedule and Registration   Seminar 2 - Thinking About Retiring You’ve worked hard. You’re moving into a new phase of your life, and ready for your years of membership in the Teachers’ Pension Plan to begin paying off. Come and check out your options. Pension Seminar Schedule and Registration   Retirement Planning Workshop: "There's More to it than Money"   Members should contact their local offices about the workshop. Teachers' Pension Plan reports and announcements The Special Report of the Pensions Committee to the 2004 BCTF AGM provides members with considerable pension information related to BCTF action, pension benefits, and agreed-to future improvements to the Teachers' Pension Plan. The Teachers' Pension Plan may issue announcements, often to employers. These announcements are made when there are changes to pension plan rules or when there are administrative practice changes. Investments Information related to investments and the Teachers’ Pension Plan can be found at the following links: BC Investment Management Corporation  2008 Actuarial Valuation on the Teachers' Pension Plan   bcIMC Annual Report 2010-2011   bcIMC Inventory as at March 31, 2011   bcIMC Proxy voting report  Responsible investing  Teachers' Pension Plan, Annual Report 2010  Teachers' Pension Plan news  Teachers' Pension Plan Report to Members 2010   TPP Statement of Investment Policies and Procedures as of March 4, 2011   Financial Planning for Your Retirement Life BC Securities Commission  Financial Planners Standards Council  Investment Planning Council  Updated May 2013 )
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9982,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 4, March 2003 Locals assist TOCs in need by Francis Zeni Last year’s imposed contract has had a detrimental impact on the BCTF’s most vulnerable members, the teachers on call. With already inadequate pay, no seniority in many districts, and no benefits to speak of, TOCs across this province now face a significant shortage of work. Brian Bradley’s letter (Teacher, Nov./Dec. 2002) sufficiently illustrates how recent layoffs have caused an "extreme downward pressure" on TOCs. Bradley is correct when he states that TOCs are the "hidden casualties." Yet there is some good news out there, as TOC committees from across this province have worked hard to illustrate and speak on the plight of the TOC. Local presidents and executives are listening and responding to the crisis facing TOCs. The following three examples describe how TOCs in the Fraser Valley have received much-needed assistance. This attitude toward assistance first came to light at the Metro/Fraser Valley zone meeting this past September. Langley President Sharon von Hollen shared a harrowing story of the poverty facing TOCs. At a recent Langley TOC conference, a TOC had thanked her, with tears in her eyes, for the food provided during the day’s session. It had been her only real "adult" food all summer as the single parent’s money went to feeding her children. As stated in the zone meeting summary, "poverty amongst members must be recognized and addressed." The Langley Teachers’ Association immediately responded to the drastic situation facing its TOCs. The LTA executive hosted a "Harvest Table" event just before Thanksgiving. They invited teachers "to drop off their extra garden harvest items and other food items to be shared with families of TOCs, laid-off and underemployed teachers." At Christmas, the LTA also held a "Winter Break" party for them. A potluck dinner for the event was provided by the contract teachers. TOCs and their families left with gifts for the children and turkey vouchers donated by a local business. Many commented that it was not just the financial support that meant so much, but also the moral support, as TOCs often find themselves isolated from other colleagues. President Laurie Lenardon and the Chilliwack Teachers’ Association also responded to the difficult times their TOCs were facing. The CTA Executive incorporated TOCs into its campaign plans during the November school-board elections. TOCs most in need were provided with lunch and an honorarium in exchange for help with a call-out to promote pro-education candidates. The extra spending money was greatly appreciated by TOCs who had worked only a few days a month throughout the fall. In terms of members’ wellness and moral support, the CTA puts on monthly "First Friday" socials for TOCs and contract teachers alike. The annual TOC Christmas social was of even greater importance, as the need for unity and solidarity becomes more essential during uncertain times. In Mission, the same attention was given to the TOC crisis, as a flooded call-out list afforded TOCs only a few days a month of work. President Mark Bradshaw and the Mission Teachers’ Union Executive passed a motion not to have its annual Christmas social but to put those funds toward a "TOC Plan of Assistance." The executive decided that the money "would be better spent helping members who have greater need at this time," in light of the job constraints facing TOCs. Another element of the plan was to ask members with contracts to consider donating to a fund for teachers on call. With a great outpouring of generosity from its members, the MTU was able to provide assistance to many TOCs during the holidays by way of a Christmas basket that included gifts and much needed funds for their families. Many were moved to tears by this support and kindness, especially in the face of these difficult and tough times. The examples from these three locals signify the many creative ideas being implemented throughout the province. The ideas will help other locals respond to the growing needs of their teachers on call. More important, these actions by local executives and their members have shown the essence of the union’s benevolence and commitment to social justice for their members. These acts of compassion have an immediate effect on their members in need. This support will also bring about future activism for the BCTF. Francis Zeni is a TOC in Mission and Chilliwack. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/01/twitter-tale-consultation-minister.html?showComment0751327105544428,Staffroom Confidential: Twitter tale - Consultation, Minister Abbott style Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Friday, January 20, 2012 Twitter tale - Consultation, Minister Abbott style There's been some online discussion about Minister Abbott's tweet up...seems he wasn't actually doing the typing...although he was apparently in the room and directing the typist. Here are a few comments after the news was leaked: @vanislandrwRandy White @_Cuddlefish_  @jsteffenhagen @georgeabbottbc Funny how George Abbots wouldn't even twitter with us over his  #bcedplan. Says alot about govt @HHGHeidi Hass Gable @vanislandrw Deliberate misinterpretation of the situation? How does  @georgeabbottbcdictating mean he didn't participate?  #bcedplan And this one made me laugh: @MrReidWSS Jeremy Reid Having someone tweet for you is like lip syncing at a live concert But perhaps more interesting than who was at the keyboard, is who Mr. Abbott (or whomever it was deciding) chose to respond to. A teacher friend of mine tallied the interactions with @georgeabbottbc and reported his findings: For the second time this year, the BC Minister of Education had a meeting today online using Twitter to discuss the New BC Education Plan. While it seems like a simple way to actually ask him questions it has, for the second time, proven itself to be an exercise in futility for teachers and more of a Public Relations exercise for the Minister. In the end, Minister Abbott spent an hour online, which seems like a lot but in reality, the conversation was exclusive as to people he actually had a dialogue with. Looking at the numbers, we see that he responded to 6 principals, 5 parents, one Assessment Workshop facilitator, 2 university professors, one community school advocate, 2 unknown people with no discernable background or information who signed up on Twitter today and tweeted (as cheerleaders) for the first time during the meeting, one private school teacher, 2 companies that support the BCED Plan, 3 distributed learning teachers, one learning assistance teacher, and one grade 3 teacher. This does not reflect the actual number of teachers who went online today to attempt to discuss the BCED Plan with the Minister. Several teachers did go on Twitter and did ask lots of good and relevant questions. There was a fair amount of dialogue among the teachers and some of the people I mentioned above, it just did not involve the Minister of Education for the most part. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 4:16 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 2 comments: KelownagurlJanuary 20, 2012 at 4:25 PM I participate in the twitter chat and was happy with his responses to me. I had several questions answered. 1. I now have a clearer understanding of what is meant by personalized learning - something similar to project based learning, which I already do in my classroom. Many people have implied that Personalized Learning = Distributed Learning but that is not necessarily the case. 2. Up until now, I did not understand what was meant by 'competencies' when Abbott refers to them on the Edplan website or on twitter, and I was concerned that it mean going back to mastery based learning with a focus on rigid skill levels to be met. When I asked him if that's what it meant, he responded "No, I'm referring to critical thinking, creative thinking + innovation, communication, social + emotional learning" However he did not respond when I told him that class size is an issue and that I struggle w/helping them all - the organizational structure of many children doing many things is a challenge. Nor did he respond to my question when I asked Why is it that we teachers only heard about the #bcedplan in the media? Why were we not involved in the grassroots planning? However, the biggest value I got out of the twitter chat was being able to discuss the issues with other teachers and administrators.ReplyDelete Starleigh GrassJanuary 20, 2012 at 11:49 PM Here's our convo: Me: How will #bcedplan integrate Indigenous knowledge and pedagogy into mainstream classrooms? Many teachers say they wish they know more about Aboriginal education. Will #bcedplan account for this knowledge gap in the teaching populat ____________________ Him: @starleigh_grass I share your view. We've got some gr8 new BC history in this area i.e. Dr John Lutz #bcedplan _____________________ Me: @georgeabbottbc So how, then will #bced plan address the lack of knowledge about Aboriginal education among the teaching force? ____________________ Him *Insert silence here* _____________________ An Indigenous teacher who just completed her Masters: @starleigh_grass ...who is Dr. John Lutz? ____________________ Post game analysis: 1) It's odd that he used gr8 instead of great when he still had 30 characters to work with. As an English teacher I now want to ask him what his opinion is on the importance of conventions and the use of MSN-speak in written work. 2) He didn't answer the question. 3) I'm sure Dr. Lutz does fine work, but it was a somewhat obscure reference. I think it's very white male to reference another white male when talking about the marginalization of Indigenous knowledge. 4) This conversation pretty much lived up to my expectations.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ▼  January (13) How to reduce income inequality BC Schools: A decade of choice, a decade of declin... What is fair and reasonable? Twitter tale - Consultation, Minister Abbott style... Alberta teachers in negotiations BCTF presents reduced set of proposals School boards discuss 'net zero' Will grouping by ability mean re-segregation? BC teachers describe workload issues at bargaining... BC public sector enters 2012 bargaining Superintendent of Greater Victoria received 10% wa... Should BC teachers get a salary increase? Myths & ... A year in review: waking the sleeping giant ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7224&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 3, November/December 2005 Wage increases for union/non-union workers The Conference Board of Canada is projecting the following pay increases for 2006: 3.6% for non-unionized employees in the broader public sector 3.4% for non-unionized employees in the private sector 2.5% for unionized employees in both the public and private sectors. The increases, according the board, are driven by a tightening labour market.)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/TeachersOnCall.aspx?id=5022,Teachers Teaching On Call  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers Aboriginal Education  Bargaining & Collective Agreements  Français  Health & Safety  New Teachers  Opportunities for Members  Pensions Professional Development  Professional Rights & Responsibility  Provincial Specialist Associations  Salary & Benefits  Teachers Teaching On Call  Teaching Resources  For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Teachers Teaching on Call   Teachers Teaching on Call Our New Teachers' page may also contain information of interest to teachers teaching on call. TTOCs & the BCTF   Employment insurance  Employment   Seniority for all   Task Force on TTOC work in BC & TTOC call out system   A day in the life of a TTOC     Conferences   Publications   Surveys   Health and safety   Ready award on TTOC compensation & seniority    TTOCs and the BCTF Teachers Teaching on Call Advisory Committee  Teachers Teaching on Call policies and procedures are in section 49 of the BCTF Members' Guide.  Employment insurance September 15, 2014 EI update  September 2, 2014 EI update  Summer 2014 EI update  Service Canada decision escalation and complaint process   General EI information for BCTF members    Navigating the EI Claim Process for TTOCs, Employment Insurance seminar   Employment Insurance and Teachers   Digest of Benefit Entitlement Principles: Chapter 14 – Teachers    Employment Job Search Links  Interviewing Tips  Seniority for all Seniority for both contract teachers and TTOCs is the theme of our Seniority for all pamphlet. Contract teachers want post and fill that is based on seniority and TTOCs want seniority for call-out and to use their TTOC seniority in a meaningful way: that is to use their seniority to get a contract position. Task Force on TTOC Work in BC and TTOC call out system The Task Force on TTOC Work in BC was created by the BCTF Executive Committee in response to the 2009 AGM recommendation to investigate the issue of retired teachers working as TTOCs to determine if this impacted on the availability of work for non-retired TTOCs. Call out models, including preferential, rotational and seniority were researched, and members were asked to make submissions on call out models and the issues regarding retired teachers working as TTOCs. The task force report was released at the 2010 BCTF AGM.  The following task force documents are in PDF format. Report to Executive Committee, December 2009  Summary of recommendations, March 2010  Resolution 204  TTOC callout systems chart  TTOC callout systems by local  The BCTF encourages locals through mid-contract modifications, to secure contract language that provides for an objective TTOC callout procedure and the elimination of preference practices. Teachers voted to support seniority call out at the 2007 AGM. Members are invited to be involved in further discussions on TTOC seniority and contact information is listed in It’s about seniority.  A day in the life of a teacher teaching on call View the video presenting four scenarios that a teacher teaching on call may be familiar with. Katie and Rob, Teachers Teaching on Call from the Surrey and Vancouver Elementary locals, bring attention to the isolation that a TTOC may feel, a health and safety issue, professional relationships, and the role that TTOCs play in creating a quality public school system. New Video: Rough Start (Sep 2012) Conferences BCTF conference for new teachers, new TTOCs, and student teachers / Conférence de la FECB pour nouveaux enseignants, suppléants et maîtres-stagiaires  The 2015 New Teachers, New TTOC’s and Student Teachers Conference has been cancelled. For more information, please contact Marie-Claude Tremblay at mctremblay@bctf.ca, 604-871-1844 or toll-free at 1-800-663-9163 local 1844. La conférence 2015 pour nouveaux enseignants, nouveaux suppléants et maîtres-stagiaires a été annulée. Pour toute information, merci de contacter Marie-Claude Tremblay à mctremblay@bctf.ca, 604-871-1844 ou numéro sans frais 1-800-663-9163 poste 1844. Publications  The BCTF Handbook for TTOCs and new teachers: The practice of teaching contains information on the history of the Federation and on a variety of practical topics, such as classroom management, reporting requirements, working with parents, and sources of help for new teachers and TTOCs. TTOC Alert (disponible en français) For teachers working on call: The Power of Leadership  describes the role of the TTOC contact in locals. Originally presented at the 2006 BCTF Summer Leadership Conference. Surveys 2008: The preliminary findings  of the 2008 Teachers Teaching on Call (TTOC) Working Conditions survey are now available. The survey asked TTOC across the province about reasons for working as a TTOC, adequacy of work assignments and income, satisfaction with working conditions, and to comment on their experience as a TTOC. Survey respondents had a lot to say about their day-to-day experience as well as what can be done to improve their working conditions.  A BCTF research report summarizing the findings is also available. Health and safety Teachers Teaching on Call and health and safety  Health and safety orientation for young and new workers  Workshops for TTOCs EI workshops can now be booked through the Training Department. Please contact Bonnie Quan Symons at bquansymons@bctf.ca, 604-871-1857, or 1-800-663-9163 local 1857. About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2011/12/teachers-read-message-to-george-abbott.html?showComment0751322879799486,Staffroom Confidential: Teachers read message to George Abbott Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Friday, December 2, 2011 Teachers read message to George Abbott Minister of Education George Abbott has been touring the province visiting schools. This is a good thing. I remember in 2005 a Victoria teacher running into then Education Minister Shirley Bond and asking when she had last visited a classroom, to which she answered it was when she was in school herself! I hope that Mr. Abbott is listening to teachers' messages. I know during his visit at Central Middle School, teachers questioned him about the net zero mandate, services for students with special needs, and class size - issues that are important to teachers and that we feel are critical to maintaining our excellent public education system. This week, at a visit to Caulfeild Elementary in West Vancouver, teachers read the following message to Mr. Abbott: "The teachers of Caulfeild would like you to know that we are disappointed and disheartened by the government’s recent attacks on B.C. public school teachers.  By the very nature of what we do, we are caring, diligent, progressive and conscientious people who, in the face of the negative tone of the Ministry’s Education Plan, continue to work for the betterment of B.C. children and public education. Why does this government continue to strip the “profession” from teaching? The “Professional Teaching Act” is now the “Teaching Act”. The backwards movement at the Provincial bargaining table attempts to strip our contract to the point that government officials and Administrators dictate our professional development and negate any autonomy in the classroom. The message this sends is simply that we cannot be trusted to conduct ourselves as professionals and do not deserve to be treated as such. We believe that BCPSEA’s application to take back 15% of our salary and benefits for work “not done” is insulting.  We at Caulfeild have never put in more hours of our own time, after school, in the evenings and on weekends.  We are dedicated professionals who have worked above and beyond to implement our iDEC program. We don’t like to say no. We want to be successful. We are highly trained and passionate teachers who continue to teach, assess and inform parents of student progress in the usual manner.   How are B.C. teachers supposed to make ends meet with yet another zero salary increase? Perhaps rather than coaching or sponsoring teams and clubs on our personal time, we should re-claim those hours for ourselves and our families and perhaps tutor and subsidize our incomes by an extra $400 a week. Many teachers  have a second job to make ends meet. Where is the incentive for us to continue professional development when we aren’t considered professionals? Why does the government ignore the Supreme Court’s ruling on Bills 27 and 28? How does cutting funding for teacher-librarians support a need for increased literacy? Why are West Van parent volunteers expected to pick up the slack?  What are the less fortunate districts supposed to do?  This district, despite the successes you will see today, is underfunded by the government.  Fee-paying international students help make up much of your government’s shortfall.  Without them, much of what you see today would not be possible.  Our PAC’s also raise money to make up for your government’s lack of funding.  Radical change is not what we need now.  We need stability and proper funding. " Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 9:07 AM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 12 comments: UnknownDecember 2, 2011 at 5:02 PM To which he replied...?ReplyDelete AnonymousDecember 2, 2011 at 5:32 PM Thanks to the teachers of Caulfeild for taking a stand.ReplyDelete AnonymousDecember 2, 2011 at 6:01 PM As Shirley Bond was on the Prince George School Board and an active parent volunteer, I find it difficult to believe that she had last visited a classroom when she was in school herself. Perhaps this start to the blog post is influencing my reaction to the rest of the post. However, stating to the Minister that "[by] the very nature of what we do, we are caring, diligent, progressive and conscientious people", does seem to lead to the next part of that sentence being "and you're not". Would it be possible to phrase this message to the Minister in a more professional manner, one that is less adversarial?ReplyDelete AnonymousDecember 2, 2011 at 6:36 PM "[by] the very nature of what we do, we are caring, diligent, progressive and conscientious people", does seem to lead to the next part of that sentence being "and you're not". Which is completely true. I don't find the letter adversarial, I find it completely honest.ReplyDelete AnonymousDecember 2, 2011 at 10:19 PM I didn't find the letter unprofessional in the slightest,nor did I feel that the statement "[by] the very nature of what we do, we are caring, diligent, progressive and conscientious people" led to "and you're not". I felt it was an affirmation of those qualities that come into question whenever teachers are forced into any action on their own behalf.ReplyDelete Student teacher guyDecember 3, 2011 at 8:41 AM "Many teachers have a second job to make ends meet." Yikes. As a current B.Ed. student here in B.C. I find that disturbing. Do you have any data on that? Much thanks and, in any case, keep blogging. Your stuff is very informative.ReplyDelete AnonymousDecember 3, 2011 at 10:15 AM But surely there is a way to communicate with the Minister in a way that is less adversarial? If you're a teacher dealing with a student, for example, isn't it more effective to work in a little bit of praise about something, and then list things to work on? Why not start with an acknowledgement that both teachers and the people in the Ministry of Education are there because they want to help improve the lives of children through education? Talk about how teachers are a part of the conversation about the changes in the education system, and give some examples as to how things are changing in individual classrooms. Then move onto a discussion as to how West Vancouver is a fortunate district, due to having many rich parents supporting the district, and international students. This level of support is required for all districts, and all districts need stability and proper funding. For heavens sake - that's the best part of the letter. Why bury it at the bottom? Student teacher guy, I think you'll find that a number of beginning teachers may have a second job to make ends meet until they get a full time contract. I don't think you'll find that your typical full time teacher requires a second job.ReplyDelete AnonymousDecember 3, 2011 at 11:04 AM Who on earth is this person criticizing this letter?? My goodness. Do you work for George Abbott? I am not a teacher but is active int he school and have a couple friends who are teachers. What more do you want from teachers? Teachers try to stand up for once for themselves and they get knocked down. I would say good for those teachers for being a bit aggressive (to you, not to me) to fight for our education system. In fact, they should be more vocal and aggressive. Don't you think the government is being adversarial? George Abbott is the government. Student teacher: you will not get rich starting out but I know a few experienced teachers who are indeed, struggling. They take any job tutuoring, or marking for the government just to make ends meet. Lots of teachers have husbands who have very good jobs and that is their saving grace.ReplyDelete AnonymousDecember 4, 2011 at 9:03 PM I'd like to ask George to take the focus off the teachers and have a closer look at our principals. Good leadership is where it all begins and while some principals are fantastic at their jobs, some are just plain incompetent. So with regard to teacher bashing.....BACK OFF!ReplyDelete AnonymousDecember 5, 2011 at 9:54 AM This comment has been removed by a blog administrator.ReplyDelete 3G'sDecember 7, 2011 at 8:01 PM I tend to agree with Anonymous, but take issue with what Anonymous says about Anonymous' comment.ReplyDelete AnonymousDecember 10, 2011 at 10:59 AM student teacher needs to look into teaching in alberta, where funding to education cuts is being restored and the salary is 20,000.00 more a year. i am a 25 year teacher and that is 500,000.00 more over the course of my career. teachers are recognized and respected for their professional status. in fact, anyone in the health care or education field should consider alberta where real estate and cost of living is so much more manageable. housing costs in calgary are less than small town B.C. B.C. is bankrupt, take your degrees and run!!ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ▼  2011 (125) ▼  December (7) Fix the teacher? What about society bcedplan: a return to 19th century schooling? BC Education Minister announces 3% funding cut EduPlan or eduScam? Vancouver teacher Gerry Kent s... What's in the billions? The money stolen from BC k... High performing school system? Trust your teachers... Teachers read message to George Abbott ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/?url=,Staffroom Confidential Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, September 23, 2014 Reflections on the BC Teacher Strike Teachers are reflective practitioners. And just as we reflect on a lesson to judge what worked and what did not, we ought also to reflect on our struggle to improve the public education system. The point is not to lay blame. It is to figure out how to do it better next time. A starting point for reflection is to judge the outcome relative to our goals. From this point of view, there is much to be done. As we return to class this week, there are still no class size limits for Grades 4 - 12. There are still no rules whatsoever on the composition of a class. Our salaries will increase pretty much in accordance with the original government proposal. Elementary teachers will have ten more minutes of preparation time. This is a far cry from the proposals tabled over a year ago, and still far from the "bottom line" of the framework proposal made at the end of June. Teachers will still act as the shock absorbers for a system under stress. We ourselves will be the ones on medical leave from the ten percent of classes that are truly not adequate learning environments. We will continue to see teachers leave the profession. We will continue to fill in the gaps with our own resources - be that money or time. And at the same time our salaries will continue to fall relative to inflation. We will watch as the BCTF goes back to court over the imposition of Bills 28 and 22. While this is absolutely necessary, we will no longer have the opportunity of immediate reinstatement of our class size language. Even if the courts uphold Justice Griffin's decision and reject the government's appeal, we will be teaching in over crowded classrooms until something new is negotiated, and we know what that process is likely to look like. So what have we learned for next time? Some commentators have suggested this deal was better than a legislated end to the dispute. In the context of our court case, I'm not so sure. A legislated contract likely would have been two years, with the same wages, and with no re-opener on the court case. The possibility would be there of immediate reinstatement of our class size language with a final court decision. A two year agreement would have us bargaining again before an election, not after one. These are the reasons the government wanted this deal and didn't want to legislate. Others have said we had no other choice - public support would disappear. I'm not so sure about that either. The public was with us because we were fighting for classroom conditions. If we were clear that this deal made few improvements, I believe many in the public would have stayed the course. Regardless, we have a lot of work to do to build stronger alliances in our communities. Public support was good, but not overwhelming. Our relationships need to deepen and broaden. We can't only ask parents to help us when we need it. We have to be there on parent issues such as seismic upgrading, school closures, child poverty, day care and affordable housing. And I don't mean just taking the right position. We have to be there on the streets, like parents were for us. It should have been an option to return to work but reject the deal. Unfortunately, this option was not available to teachers. There is some irony that the timing of the vote came in part due to a motion from a BCTF AGM requiring a vote to end a job action. This motion was to prevent a "sell out" from leadership at the end of a strike by stopping job action without membership consent. But it was never meant to rush a ratification vote. Teachers should have had two separate choices - do we return to work? Do we accept this contract? Teachers had about six hours to look at the contract language. They received conflicting information about the re-opener clause (which had been settled in bargaining at least three days earlier), and about the impact of the Education Fund. The BCTF claimed 850 new teachers would be hired, but failed to mention the layoffs this spring (such as 135 in Surrey alone), or that most of those hires had already happened with the Learning Improvement Fund. This year's new money for teachers is only the amount that had been spent on CUPE staff - probably about 15-30% of the fund. Teachers need adequate time to debate and consider an agreement and they have the right to see the actual language of the contract. These are basic democratic rights that any membership should insist from their union. We need to rethink how we ratify contracts. The government strategy of starving us out was effective. If we choose to take strike action next time, we need to think a lot more carefully about how long we can stay out. Striking at the beginning of the school year was very effective at creating pressure - especially due to the impact on International programs. Striking in June was not effective, and only added extra financial pressure on teachers. We need a properly funded strike fund. And teachers need to learn a lesson from the private sector that you should have several months savings to help you weather a longer strike. If government perceives this bargaining round as a win, which I believe they do, they will use these strategies again next time - lock outs and long strikes. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 10:16 AM 1 comment: Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest Saturday, September 20, 2014 BC Teacher strike - Lessons learned On the evening of the vote results, I found myself, with great difficulty, repeating the tried and true advice: "Don't mourn, organize." Because it is correct. There is much to do. And there are always setbacks and disappointments on the way to a better world. That said, it is also worth some analysis on the strike to guide the future. Here are my thoughts. Longest teacher strike in BC history Despite the outcome, perhaps the most incredible thing about this strike was the resolve of teachers. Although long strikes are more common in the private sector, for a public sector union this was a very long strike indeed. Three days of rotating strikes, followed by two weeks in June, followed by almost three weeks in September. Five weeks in total. This is more than double the length of the 2005 strike of two weeks. The length of the strike showed the depth of the resolve amongst teachers. Teachers understood clearly the severity of the issues at hand and the need for extended pressure in the context of a government that campaigned on and implements neo-liberal reforms. Teachers should be rightly proud of taking a stand and making a personal sacrifice to do so. And union leaders should take careful note that workers in British Columbia are willing to take action to stop concession bargaining and instead fight to win improvement. I hope we are at a historic breaking point from the thirty year concessionary bargaining of the North American labour movement. The length of the strike is also important for its knock on effect. Periods of history where labour makes gains are marked by frequent strikes and by more strike days. Not every one of these strikes results in victory. But the cumulative impact changes the balance of power. Employers get nervous if they believe the risk is high. And this in turn impacts the outcome of bargaining. The outcome I do not believe this strike was a victory. On the major issue, return of class size and composition limits, we failed. The Education Fund, as I've already noted, is a shell game. The money in will in short order be offset by increased costs to School Boards and stagnating per pupil funding. The "reopener" clause for government in the event of a court victory on our class size case will nullify potential gains from that win. The grievance settlement we paid for ourselves with the strike savings, relieving government from a potential liability and bargaining lever. On wages, the government did shift slightly. In spring they removed the requirement for sick day accumulation limits to pay for wages. They also shifted the timing to put more increases front loaded. But overall, the wages remain below inflation and so this is a concessionary contract in that respect. Teachers' buying power will go down over the life of the contract. The small increases to elementary preparation time are a genuine win, and this was a much better way to bargain the funds from the grievance settlement. These increases set a new standard in contract for elementary preparation time and this time is sorely needed. This is the only real improvement in working conditions in this contract. Teacher teaching on call (TTOC) per day rates increased for most TTOCs, but at the expense of those at the high end of the salary scale. This is probably overall a positive step, as there is a historic imbalance in the remuneration of teachers at the beginning and end of their careers. But it does come at the cost of experienced TTOCs who will pay for the change. Solidarity? Many teachers reluctantly voted yes because they felt a longer strike could significantly impact parent solidarity and the sympathy of the public. This may or may not be the case. Many vocal supporters were clear to indicate that support would continue regardless of the vote and that they were behind teachers in fighting for better classroom conditions. It is also the case that every public sector strike faces a conundrum - instead of monetary pressure on the employer, a strike creates public inconvenience. The widespread, organized support of parents and the continued support in polling was one of the great victories of this strike. This, more than anything else, pressured the government. The test now will be to ensure that the teacher/parent bonds that have been forged deepen and strengthen. Ultimately this will be required to win back smaller classes. Solidarity from organized labour is a more difficult assessment. It is first important to distinguish between the actions of the leadership of unions and the actions of individual members. Many individual union members showed great commitment. They came to our picket lines, they wrote letters, they rallied. Like parents, many actively organized in support. The labour leadership, five weeks into the strike, offered interest free loans to teachers and the BCTF. A few individual unions gave direct donations (notably Ontario teachers who donated $1,000,000). But the majority of the "support" came in the form of interest free loans. To me this is one of the tragic failures in this dispute, and a warning sign for workers in BC. While loans and donations are appreciated, what we need is collective pressure. BC now has a long and sad history of the union movement failing to step in with solidarity strikes when they are most needed. Two glaring examples stand out - long strikes by small private sector unions, such as the projectionists and now the IKEA workers, and public sector strikes. The failure of the BC Federation of Labour to mobilize with us is a continuation of the trend that sees joint labour action moribund. Nowhere was this more clear than during the "net zero" mandate, where there was so much reason for a joint coordinated response to a broad attack on public sector wages. Labour can and must work to support one another if we are to muster the strength needed to stop concession bargaining and regain what we have lost.  Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 10:32 AM 5 comments: Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest Older Posts Home Subscribe to: Posts (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts All Comments Atom All Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ▼  September (9) Reflections on the BC Teacher Strike BC Teacher strike - Lessons learned Response to Sandy Garossino Will the Education Fund improve classroom conditio... Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Class composition: a human rights perspective Class size and composition - a short visual histor... Guest post - I WILL HOLD THE LINE Teachers - let your leadership know it is time to ... ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13784&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > March 1998 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 10, Number 5, March 1998 Health and safety by Lynne Sinclair In January, the Federation attended a meeting inititated by the Workers' Compensation Board (WCB) to discuss the possibility of the parties' forming an independent health-and-safety association to develop and implement a health-and-safety program in school districts, province-wide. Also in attendance were representatives of the Canadian Union of Public Employees (CUPE) and B.C. Public School Employers' Association (BCPSEA). It was agreed at the meeting that a representative of the Ministry of Education had to be included because of the funding issues. The WCB presented compelling statistics about the number of claims in the education "industry" and the amount of money that would be saved by districts if they were in full compliance with the WCB regulations. The WCB has an historical profile on each school district citing the types of claims by occupation and showing the saving that would result by performing at the base rate (a weighted average based on province-wide experience) and by performing at the merit rate. The profiles, which are useful and informative, may be requested by local associations. In Vancouver School District, for example, a savings of two million dollars a year would result if it were in full compliance. WCB is prepared to provide seed money for the initial start-up of a tripartite organization if the parties can agree to form one because WCB knows that school districts generally are not in compliance and that unnecessary injuries and illnesses are the result. Similar organizations exist in the entertainment industry and the farm and ranch industry and discussions to form one are beginning in the hospitality industry and in the construction industry. The BCTF Executive Committee approved further exploratory meetings about a tripartite organization and also suggested that a representative of the BCSTA be included in the talks, given BCPSEA's lack of connectedness to school districts and the fact that individual school boards, not BCPSEA, are the employers. If these talks succeed, there will be many exciting opportunities, with funding and the key players present, to deal with serious health-and-safety issues such as indoor air quality, portables, emergency preparedness, and violence. But the BCTF representatives emphasized that the program has to be taken to the worksite and implemented. In addition to making our workplaces safer for teachers and students, the program could result in reduced WCB premiums, thereby freeing up money for class size, to name but one example. The Ministry of Education and WCB are planning to present workshops on indoor air quality around the province to school districts. Teacher representatives on district health-and-safety committees should be invited, according to WCB. Information will be forthcoming. The WCB assessment (on average 52¢ per $100 payroll) is low compared to other industries, because of our large size, not our good health and safety. School-board claims costs were higher than mining, government, some construction trades, pulp and paper mills, and light manufacturing. Roughly one-third of all district claims were by teachers; the only occupational group with a higher number of claims was janitors. In 1996, workers in school districts lost 34,712 days of work to workplace-related injuries or illnesses. The real total is probably much higher because the figure represents only allowable WCB claims, and many workplace-related illnesses such as stress, depression, and chronic fatigue go unreported to WCB, not to mention other injuries or illnesses that people are unaware they should report. Two recent district examples prove the value of speaking up, grieving, and filing WCB claims. In one district, as a result of a local health-and-safety grievance, the administrative officer of a school suspended a student whose violent and disruptive behaviour seriously jeopardized the safety of the classroom and the learning environment. A board hearing was to be held, and the administrative officer was going to ask the board to put in place measures to ensure that the student's behaviour no longer threatened safety and learning. In the other district, a teacher filed a Violent Incident Report pursuant to the WCB Regulations after the administrative officer and senior management did not take steps to ensure her safety from a violent student. The Health-and-Safety Committee asked the WCB for assistance, and the area WCB officer came in. The WCB officer filled out an inspection report, in which he cited numerous violations, and ordered the board to have a violence-in-the-workplace program established and communicated to all workers no later than the next school year. In addition, he reported the incident to the RCMP to ensure the teacher's safety. He emphasized to the board and administration that the WCB would hold individuals responsible and take legal action against them if, for example, the administrative officer did not show due diligence in ensuring safety. Be well. Be safe. Speak up. Lynne Sinclair is an assistant director in the BCTF's Bargaining Division.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11222,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2002 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 14, Number 4, Jan./Feb. 2002 Teachers' Pension Plan news Purchase of service simplification The Teachers’ Pension Board of Trustees has approved pension plan rule changes to be effective April 1, 2002. The changes will simplify the following: purchase of a leave of absence (LOA), purchase of less than half-time service for which no contributions were made, and reinstatement of a refund. LOA—general Calculating the cost of purchasing a LOA has been simplified. As of April 1, 2002, the cost of purchasing a LOA will be: your current full-time equivalent monthly salary x the combined employee and employer pension contribution rate x the number of months of LOA being purchased. A change will also be in effect regarding the maximum limit on purchases of LOAs. For leaves ending before December 31, 1991, there will be no limit on the maximum number of months that can be purchased. For leaves ending after January 1, 1992, the maximum purchase will be 50 months of leave. Example: If a teacher with a current full-time-equivalent (FTE) monthly salary of $6,000 ($60,000 annual salary) were to purchase a 10-month LOA for the school year 1982–83 it would cost $6,000 x 17.13% x 10 months. The cost would be $10,278. This is significantly less than the current cost of purchasing older leaves. A teacher retiring on an unreduced pension would recover the cost of purchasing the LOA in eight to ten years after going on pension. Note: All previous LOAs must be purchased within five years of April 1, 2002 (March 1, 2007) or the date of termination of employment, whichever is earlier; in the future the time limit for purchasing LOAs will be five years from completion of the LOA or termination of employment, whichever is earlier. Application forms will be available from the employer, the Pension Corporation, or BCTF Income Security. LOA—maternity/pregnancy and parental The cost of purchasing a maternity/pregnancy or parental LOA completed prior to March 14, 1981, will be the same as that of a general LOA. There will be no maximum on the number of months of leave that can be purchased prior to that date. With respect to maternity/pregnancy LOAs after March 14, 1981, and parental LOAs after March 22, 1991, the cost of purchasing the leave will be calculated as follows: current full time equivalent monthly salary x employee pension contribution rate x the number of months of LOA being purchased. As the employer is then billed for the employer’s regular pension contribution, this type of purchase is always cost effective. If a member is purchasing maternity/pregnancy or pregnancy leaves completed after December 31, 1991, the maximum that one can purchase is three years of leave. Example: If a teacher with a current FTE monthly salary of $5,800 ($58,000 annual salary) were to purchase an eighteen-week (4.5 month) maternity/parental LOA taken in 1985, the calculation of the cost would be: $5,800 x 7% x 4.5 months. The cost would be $1,827. The employer will then be billed for $2,644. The maternity/pregnancy and parental LOA purchased at the employee pension contribution rate will be subject to limits established by the Employment Standards Act. Note: All previous LOAs must be purchased within five years of April 1, 2002 (March 1, 2007) or the date of termination of employment, whichever is earlier; in the future the time limit for purchasing LOAs will be five years from completion of the LOA or termination of employment, whichever is earlier. Reinstatement of a refund As of April 1, 2002, the rules will allow for the first refund to be reinstated at a lower interest rate. The previous rules limiting the break in service to three years and requiring a return to work of two years have been rescinded; more members will therefore be eligible to reinstate at the lower interest rate. The cost of reinstatement will be calculated as the actual amount taken as a refund plus interest at "6% or the refund rate." Reinstatements of refunds eligible for these interest rates are nearly always cost effective. The second and subsequent reinstatements will be calculated at a higher rate of interest; that is, at the fund-earned rate of interest. All reinstatements must be applied for by April 1, 2007 or at termination of employment, whichever is earlier. General information Currently, the Pension Corporation has a backlog of requests for purchasing LOAs. With respect to applications to purchase LOAs completed in 2001, an application received by the Pension Corporation before February 28, 2002, will be processed by April 1, 2002, and will be calculated using the current costing method: double the member’s pension contribution based on the FTE monthly salary prior to the leave plus interest. For LOAs that were completed prior to 2001 and in the case of the application’s being part of the current backlog, the cost will be calculated by the method set out in LOA—general, above. In these cases the salary will be capped as of the date of the application. An application received by the Pension Corporation in 1999, for example, will be calculated using the 1999 FTE salary. Under the new calculation method, interest is not added to the cost. More information The foregoing is a summary of the new pension plan rules. In the case of a conflict of interpretation between this summary and the pension plan rules, the rules will prevail. Further information and application forms will be available in the new year from the Pension Corporation, P.O. Box 9465, Stn. Prov. Govt., Victoria, BC, V8W 9V8, toll free 1-800-665-6670 or 604-660-4088, from your employer, or from BCTF Income Security, toll free 1-800-663-9163, 604-871-1921. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media jthornthwaite last tweet "MLA @douglas_horne thanking @colemancountry for his work w/ housing for BC @LindaReimerMLA @bcliberals http://t.co/zR6bdVGcRI" @jthornthwaite - 02:03am Follow @jthornthwaite BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/CTVNews/status/519079151744335872,CTV News on Twitter: "Magnotta murder trial to continue with detective tracking movements http://t.co/cabQFo3snN" টুইটার অনুসন্ধান অনুসন্ধান টুইটার খুঁজুন সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ ভাষা : বাংলা. हिन्दी Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন টুইটার-এ নতুন ? আজই যোগদান করুন » সাইন ইন করুন ফোন, ইমেল বা ব্যবহারকারীর নাম পাসওয়ার্ড সাইন ইন আমাকে মনে রাখুন পাসওয়ার্ড ভুলে গেছেন? ইতিমধ্যে আপনি কি টেক্সট বার্তার মাধ্যমে টুইটার ব্যবহার করছেন? অনুসরণ অনুসরণ করা কর্মসমূহ:অনুসরণ না করা অবরুদ্ধ অবরোধ মুক্ত মুলতুবি বাতিল CTV Newsযাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট ‏ @CTVNews ১২ ঘন্টা Magnotta murder trial to continue with detective tracking movements http://ow.ly/CjRNR  প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট পুনঃটুইটগুলি ২ ৩:৫৮ পূর্বাহ্ণ - ৬ অক্টোবর, ২০১৪ CTV News থেকে কোন আপডেট মিস্ করবেন না © 2014 টুইটার সম্বন্ধে সহায়তা বিজ্ঞপ্তি তথ্য বন্ধ মিডিয়াটিকে চিহ্নিত করুন এটি ইতিমধ্যে সংবেদনশীল কন্টেন্ট ধারণকারী হিসাবে চিহ্নিত হয়েছে। পতাকা তুলুন এটি সম্ভাব্যরূপে অবৈধ বিষয়বস্তুর ধারণকারী হিসেবে। সমর্পণ করা বাতিল মিডিয়াকে চিহ্নিত করা সম্পর্কে আরো জানুন খারিজ বন্ধ পূর্ববর্তী পরবর্তী বন্ধ একজন ব্যক্তির প্রোফাইলে যান সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ বন্ধ আপনার অনুসরণকারীদের এই পুনঃটুইটটি পাঠাবেন? বাতিল পুনঃটুইট বন্ধ আপনি কি নিশ্চিত যে এই টুইট মুছে দিতে চান? বাতিল মুছে ফেলুন বন্ধ রোধ করন বাতিল রোধ করন আপনার টুইটসমুহে একটি অবস্থান যুক্ত করুন যখন একটি অবস্থানের সঙ্গে আপনার টুইট করেন, টুইটার সেই অবস্থান সংরক্ষণ করে। প্রত্যেক টুইটের আগে আপনি আপনার অবস্থান চালু / বন্ধ করতে পারেন, এবং যে কোনও সময় আপনি আপনার অবস্থানের ইতিহাস মুছে ফেলতে পারেন। আরো জানুন অবস্থান চালু করুন এখন নয় স্থান বন্ধ করুন বন্ধ প্রোফাইল সারসংক্ষেপ বন্ধ আপনার তালিকাসমূহ বন্ধ একটি নতুন তালিকা তৈরি করুন নাম তালিকা বিবরণ 100 অক্ষরের কম, ঐচ্ছিক তালিকাসমূহ:গোপনীয়তা সাধারণ · যে কেউ এই তালিকা অনুসরণ করতে পারেন ব্যক্তিগত · শুধুমাত্র আপনিই এই তালিকায় প্রবেশ করতে পারবেন তালিকা সংরক্ষণ করুন বন্ধ বন্ধ এই টুইট স্থাপিত কর আপনার নীচের ওয়েবসাইটে কোডটি অনুলিপি দ্বারা এই টুইট যোগ করুন * আরও জানুন হুম, সার্ভারে পৌঁছনোর একটি সমস্যা ছিল। পরে আবার চেষ্টা করবেন? প্রকৃত টুইট অন্তর্ভুক্ত করুন অন্তর্ভুক্ত মিডিয়া প্রাকদর্শন বন্ধ টুইটারে নিবন্ধন করুন টুইটারে নেই? নিবন্ধন করুন, আপনির পছন্দের বিষয়গুলির সাথে যুক্ত হন, এবং তাদের বিষয়ে হালনাগাদ পান। একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন » বন্ধ দুটি উপায় (প্রেরণ এবং গ্রহণ) শর্ট কোড: দেশ কোড গ্রাহকদের জন্য মার্কিন যুক্তরাষ্ট্র 40404 (যে কোন) কানাডা 21212 (যে কোন) যুক্তরাজ্য 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM হাইতি 40404 Digicel, Voila আয়ারল্যান্ড 51210 Vodafone, O2 ভারত 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance ইন্দোনেশিয়া 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » অন্য দেশসমুহের এসএসএস সংক্ষিপ্ত কোড দেখুন বন্ধ নিশ্চিতকরণ)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7174&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 2, October 2005 It takes a community to educate a child by Elizabeth Wilson Networks of collaboration—local, regional, or national learning communities—are vital to a new culture of learning in the schooling system. – David Miliband On a beautiful B.C. spring day, 250 educators from around the province met for the Fifth Annual Early Success Symposium, in Smithers, April 28–29, 2005. The opening evening event was a feast honouring education, presented by the Wet’suwet’en Nation. For many who attended, it was a unique opportunity to begin to learn about the significance of culture and history in the lives of their First Nations students. The symposium emphasized success for Aboriginal learners and showcased successful practices for Aboriginal students. Following an exceptionally moving opening presentation by the Smithers Secondary School Band, David Rattray shared, casually but powerfully, the stories of his students and their struggles and triumphs. His presentation, The Worth of a Student, focussed on the importance of having high expectations for Aboriginal students. The rest of the day’s sessions centred on educating young children through developing a sense of trust and respect, strength and capability, community and belonging, responsibility and reciprocity, and relationships and partnerships. Each year, the Early Success Symposium brings together educators from around British Columbia to share effective and breakthrough practices and research, engage in professional dialogue, and renew connections with other educators while focussing on success for young children. The symposium in Smithers was the first to be held in northern B.C. The setting and context aptly suited the focus on enhancing the strengths of young Aboriginal students. Through their evaluation comments, participants expressed the effect of the two days, on their lives and their practice, some indicating that attending the symposium was life-changing. The symposium was organized by the six-district Northwest Regional Education Network—Nisga’a, Stikine, Prince Rupert, Bulkley Valley, Coast Mountains, and Haida Gwaii/Queen Charlottes. The northwest region of B.C. is culturally rich and diverse, encompassing the territories of the Haida, Tlingit, Tahltan, Nisga’a, Haisla, Gitksan, Tsimshian, and Wet’suwet’en people. The power of the Northwest Region Educational Network, and other networks elsewhere, is the synergy of a professional learning community. Educational networks are sustained through common challenges, a spirit of inquiry, trusting relationships, and relevant practices and strategies. Through the efforts of the individual districts in the Northwest region and the support of the Northwest Region Education Network, we have developed strong learning communities that contribute greatly to the increasing success of our students. The power of regional and provincial networks and learning communities was evident in the spirit of inquiry demonstrated at the 2005 Early Success Symposium. The Sixth Annual Early Success Symposium, "Keeping the Dream Alive," will be in Penticton, April 12–13, 2006, with keynote speakers Faye Brownlie and Gary Doi. For information about the Penticton symposium and for proposals for sessions, contact Elizabeth Hoole, ehoole@summer.com, or Sharon Sola, ssola@summer.com Elizabeth Wilson, Northwest Region Education Network)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/IssuesInEducation.aspx?id=10618&printPage=true,BCTF > Teaching to Diversity parent support  	BCTF > Issues in Education  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Issues in Education > Inclusive Education > Teaching to Diversity Teaching to Diversity parent support Parent support groups  Categories: Advocacy Anxiety Autism Behaviour Down Syndrome Early Childhood Financial General Homework Reading Relationships     Special Interest Areas ADHD ESL Gifted Learning Disabilities Speech and Language Teens  Testing/Assessment Transitions Web Sites for Kids  Advocacy Autism Community Training ACT is an information and referral service that supports individuals with Autism Spectrum Disorder and their families across British Columbia.  Believe in My Child with Special Needs! Helping Children Achieve Their Potential in School by Mary A. Falvey. This handbook is an invaluable resource to share with parents of a school-age child with a disability. It demystifies complicated issues, encourages parents to celebrate abilities and recognize possibilities, and tells parents everything they need to know to be successful advocates throughout their child’s education. ISBN 1-55766-702-0. Brookes Publishing Controversial Practices in Special Education (2002) Centre of Excellence for Children and Adolescents with Special Needs Learning & Communication Parents of children with disabilities such as autism, learning disabilities and attention deficit hyperactivity disorder are often desperate to find treatments or interventions that will help their children overcome the disability and reach their full potential in school. Sadly, there are many individuals and organizations who are prepared to exploit the vulnerability of these parents by making unsubstantiated claims for “cures” and “treatments.” These usually have little scientific basis, and invariably cost a significant amount of money and often result in dashed hopes for parents whose only wish has been to help their children. Everyone Belongs in Our Schools: Making the case for inclusive education in British Columbia This booklet makes the case for inclusive education by shattering myths, presenting research findings on the positive impact of inclusive education, and telling the stories of five young people who, with the support of their teachers and families, are a testament to the value of inclusion. Includes references and ideas for how to support and advocate for inclusive schools. A useful information tool for teachers, school boards, families, advocates and community organizations. The F.O.R.C.E. Society for kid's mental health The F.O.R.C.E. Society for Kids' Mental Health is a provincial organization that provides families with an opportunity to speak with other families who understand and may be able to offer support or advice on what has worked for them. The F.O.R.C.E. also provides families and professionals with information, tools, and tips on how to support and assist children with mental health difficulties. Helping Your Child Find a Passion: One Mother’s Story by Melinda Sacks Helping a child with LD discover his talents and interests can take time and patience. Know Your Rights To support parents or guardians of children with learning disabilities or ADHD to in their on-going advocacy efforts and to make sure their child receives the best education possible. There is also a link for Know Your Rights - for students. A project of the LD Association of British Columbia, South Vancouver Island Chapter, funded by the Law Foundation of British Columbia. LATA (Learning Assistance Teachers' Association) Student Grade Retention Brochure A review of the evidence regarding grade retention Making the Most of Your Parent-Teacher Conference Learn what issues to focus on and how to plan for a productive parent-teacher conference. Planned Lifetime Advocacy Network (PLAN) A not-for-profit charity created by and for families who have a relative with a disability. Their two main functions: to assist families plan a good life for their relative with a disability both now and in the future. Ensure a safe and secure future by fulfilling the wishes of parents, after they die, or are otherwise unable to. Talking about Special Education: A Handbook for Parents  Talking about Special Education Handbooks, written by the First Nations Schools Association and the First Nations Education Steering Committee. For teachers and parents. Written in easy to understand language. Download copies from their publications section on their web site:  http://www.fnesc.ca/publications/index.php   The Value of Parent-Teacher Collaboration Explore ways to work in partnership with the school to make sure your child receives the help and services he/she needs. Vela Microboard Association Their mission is to promote and secure innovative and individualized community options and supports for people with disabilities or chronic illness. Anxiety Anxiety among Kids with LD: Three Clinical Psychologists Discuss Causes and Symptoms Research shows that children and adolescents with learning disabilities (LD) may experience increased levels of anxiety compared to young people without LD. This article helps to give a better understanding of these issues as three clinical psychologists are interviewed to share their expertise. BC FRIENDS for Life: The FRIENDS program is a school-based anxiety prevention and resiliency skill-building program, sponsored by the Ministry of Children and Family Development (MCFD). There is also a FRIENDS Parent Program teaching parents about anxiety and ways to reinforce the FRIENDS skills at home. How Parents Can Help Children Who Are Anxious by Roberta J. Goldberg, Kenneth Herman, and Bruce Hirsch The second in this series, this article focuses on approaches parents can use to help their children with LD who are experiencing anxiety. Autism Autism Community Training (ACT) webcast and online videos: listing. Evidence-based Practice and Autism in the Schools  A guide to providing appropriate interventions to students with autism spectrum disorders. ABA Support Network - an organization of families and professionals educating and supporting families about Applied Behavioral Analysis and its’ application as a treatment for autism. Behaviour Angry Children, Worried Parents: Helping Families Manage Anger Understand anger and learn Anger Management Strategies E-ssential Guide: A Parent's Guide to Behavior Basics  This guide will help you understand your child's behaviour and steer him in the right direction! Meeting the Challenge: Effective Behaviours in Early Childhood Environment A new subsite of Canadian Child Care Federation, designed to help parents and caregivers to better understand best practices to reduce anti-social behaviour in pre-schoolers and to access information, tools, and resources for developing effective intervention strategies in homes or childcare facilities. Early Childhood Invest in Kids National charitable organization dedicated to promoting the healthy social, emotional and intellectual development of children from birth to age 5. Free - Years Before Five Resource Kit is a vibrant 24-page tablet filled with practical information on child development and lists of parenting resources. Click on store to order your free copy. Infant Development Programs of British Columbia Provide a range of family-centered prevention and early intervention services and supports for such families and infants. Primarily, the programs serve children from birth to three years of age, while a few serve children up to the age of five. Programs are administered by a variety of community agencies. Down Syndrome The Down Syndrome Research Foundation was formed in 1995 in response to the need, expressed by parents and professionals, for detailed and research-based information for themselves and for the community at large. It is based in British Columbia. Greater Victoria Down Syndrome Society -We are individuals who have Down syndrome; together with their families, friends, advocates, peers, educators, and medical professionals, who work and play together to create a better understanding of diversity and, in particular, to provide information and understanding about Trisomy21 and the people who have it. The Lower Mainland Down Syndrome Society strives to promote opportunities for individuals with Down Syndrome by supporting families, promoting public awareness, networking with other organizations and individuals, and lobbying for appropriate educational, vocational and social opportunities. The PREP Program is a resource centre dedicated to the inclusion of individuals with Down syndrome in home, school and community life. It is a registered, non-profit organization for parents, families and friends of people with Down syndrome. The PREP Program now provides a wide variety of services and resources to individuals with Down Syndrome in the Calgary area and around the world. The store includes these 2 recommended books: Effective Teaching Strategies for Successful Inclusion: A resource guide for educators and parents by Barbara Tien and Win -Win Advice for the Inclusive Classroom by Barbara Tien and Clare Clelland. Riverbend Down Syndrome Parent Support Group research site  Their Mission Statement is:     * To advocate for the needs of individuals with Down syndrome     * To offer support, acceptance and encouragement for parents and families of persons with Down syndrome     * To increase our awareness and knowledge of issues relating to Down syndrome     * To educate the community about the presence, the potential and the needs to people with Down syndrome     * To promote inclusive environments for all persons Thompson Nicola Ups & Downs Society -Congratulations on the birth of your child! If you have just received the news that your baby has Down syndrome, you will have many emotions and questions. I know, because I had many of those same emotions and questions.  What I am glad to share is that there are many of us in this community and we all dealt with the news in many different ways. We would be happy to share our experiences with you, but mostly, we'd like to celebrate with you! Woodbine House Publishing: Resources for many categories of special needs, including several resources related to Down Syndrome. For example, there is a book called Teaching math to people with Down Syndrome and other hands-on learners that includes proven, practical hands-on activities--with the help of games, manipulatives, props, and worksheets--to make learning concrete and more tangible to hands-on learners, including those with Down syndrome, autism, or other cognitive disabilities. Financial When you are claiming income tax, you might be interested in the Child Disability Benefit (CDB). It is a non-taxable supplement to the Canada Child Tax Benefit and Children's Special Allowances. The CDB will provide up to $133.33 per month ($1,600 per year) to low and modest income families to help them with the costs of raising children under 18 who have a severe and prolonged mental or physical impairment. For more information about this program, you can contact Canada Revenue Agency at: 1-800-387-1193 or download information and forms from their web site: www.ccra-adrc.gc.ca/cdb. Access 2 EntertainmentTM card provides persons with a disability to receive either free admission or a significant discount for their support person at member movie theatres across Canada. Persons with a permanent disability who require a support person when attending a movie theatre are eligible for the card. Participating theatres: Famous Players, Rainbow Cinemas, Cineplex Galaxy LP, Empire Theatres, Capitol Theatres, Landmark Cinemas and A Theatre Near You and other Members of the Motion Picture Theatre Associations of Canada. Please check with your local theatre to confirm participation in this program. Download application form from their web site. BC Ministry of Advanced Education Student Financial Aid for students with a documented permanent disability, who is now studying, or plans on studying, at a post secondary institution the following programs may be of interest: The Canada Study Grant for the Accommmodation of Students with Permanent Disabilities, Assistance Program for Students with a Permanent Disability (APSD) and Canada Access Grants for Students with Permanent Disabilities.  Controversial Practices in Special Education (2002) Centre of Excellence for Children and Adolescents with Special Needs Learning & Communication Parents of children with disabilities such as autism, learning disabilities and attention deficit hyperactivity disorder are often desperate to find treatments or interventions that will help their children overcome the disability and reach their full potential in school. Sadly, there are many individuals and organizations who are prepared to exploit the vulnerability of these parents by making unsubstantiated claims for “cures” and “treatments.” These usually have little scientific basis, and invariably cost a significant amount of money and often result in dashed hopes for parents whose only wish has been to help their children. The Tax Detective Eileen Reppenhagen, CGA, Tsawassen, is willing to answer questions from families who have children with disabilities. General ABCs of Mental Health: parent resource guide from the Hincks Dellcrest Centre, Toronto: A Parent's Guide to Helping Kids with Learning Difficulties  SchwabLearning.org A Parent's Guide to Individual Education Plans  Talking about Special Education Handbooks, written by the First Nations Schools Association and the First Nations Education Steering Committee. For teachers and parents. Written in easy to understand language. Download copies from their publications section on their web site: www.fnsa.ca/programs.htm  American Academy of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry: Facts for Families Provides concise and up-to-date information on issues that affect children, teenagers and their families. BC Children's Hospital Family Resource Library The Family Resource Library (FRL) is a consumer health library for families operated by volunteers and professional staff. Its mission is help to families and those working with them, to understand and manage the needs of children related to their diagnoses, tests and treatments. It provides families and patients access to: helpful medical websites, online pamphlets created by staff at BC Children's, and a variety of technologies (ie.on-line catalogue, in-house computers with internet access, fax, photocopiers, printers, scanners, DVD players, etc) to facilitate education and communication. Books for Use with Children to Discuss and Promote Understanding of Invisible Disabilities , from Odin Books Child Development Institute Child Development & Parenting Information - Provides information on child development, psychology, parenting, learning, health and safety as well as childhood disorders such as attention deficit disorder, dyslexia and autism. Family/Educator Guide Please note that although American, there are some very relevant ideas for working with families of children with special needs. Family Village A global community that integrates information, resources, and communication opportunities on the Internet for persons with cognitive and other disabilities, for their families, and for those that provide them services and support. This includes informational resources on specific diagnoses, communication connections, adaptive products and technology, adaptive recreational activities, education, worship, health issues, disability-related media and literature, and much, much more! Grade Retention: The Great Debate by Colleen Shea Stump Have you been told your child should repeat a grade? If so, read this before making a decision! Kidsource Online Provides in-depth and timely education and health information for parents and their children. Specific section on education includes information on LD, ADD, and gifted and talented children. LATA (Learning Assistance Teachers' Association) Student Grade Retention Brochure A review of the evidence regarding grade retention The Learning Team: A Handbook for Parents of Children with Special Needs  Parent Reference and Resource Kit Available from the Federation of Invisible Disabilities. The kit brings together existing documents, guidebooks, and relevant information surrounding issues and concerns of caring for children with invisible disabilities so that parents, caregivers and others have one handy reference or guide. Preventing Parent Burn Out: Model for Teaching Effective Coping Strategies to Parents of Children with Learning Disabilities by Sherry R. Latson LD Online Talking about Special Education: A Handbook for ParentsTalking about Special Education Handbooks, written by the First Nations Schools Association and the First Nations Education Steering Committee. For teachers and parents. Written in easy to understand language. Download copies from their publications section on their web site: www.fnsa.ca/programs.htm  Test-Taking Tips Tests are a fact of life for kids in school, including those with learning difficulties. Tests help teachers gauge progress, measure skills, and determine grades. They can also be pointers to areas where kids need extra help. The good news is that there are some common sense approaches to studying and test taking that can reduce anxiety and improve test performance. WatchMinder- Training and Reminder System Features a unique training mode and a unique reminder mode. It can be used as an assistive device, as a medication reminder, or as an aid for behavior modification. Homework Top Tips for Handling Homework  A collection of practical ideas parents can use to help children deal with the daily demands of homework Homework Help and Organization Skills Several articles from Great Schools to assist with homework, writing assignments, time management, and more. LD Online's Newsletter Some great parenting tips on a variety of topics ranging form stress management, understanding sibling issues, preventing parent burn out, mealtimes, and help for single parents. Tool Kit for Parents: Being an Efficient Homework Helper by Regina G. Richards LD Online This article focuses on some general preliminaries, basic strategies, and motivation to help your child with their homework. Tool Kit for Parents: Making It Stick: Tips to Help Memory by Regina G. Richards LD Online Memory is a critical tool for helping us enhance our self-esteem as well as our success with activities. It is valuable for students to learn how memory works and how they can capitalize upon the strengths. Tool Kit for Parents: Tips for Helping with Math Concepts and Homework by Regina G. Richards LD Online This article teaches how to use chunking, multisensory strategies, and helping students to experience the meaning of these words and related concepts Tool Kit for Parents: Tips for Helping With Writing Tasks Examine some of the issues that frustrate students about writing.     * working memory     * story size     * sloppiness     * understanding Tool Kit for Parents: Tips for Understanding What You Read by Regina G. Richards LD Online This article focuses on strategies to help students better understand what they read. Included are activities for vocabulary development, since understanding the words is a vital part to understanding what is read. Reading Does parental reading promote literacy skills of children with autism? Spotlights on 4 relevant articles. Canadian Centre for Knowledge Mobilization Reading Software: Finding the Right Program Since different reading software applications contain different features, it is important that students are matched with software that best meets their specific needs. LD Online has identified five web-based resources that contain detailed information on reading software programs and address specific needs of students with special needs in reading. Research Trends: Reading Machines for Kids with LDby Marshall Raskind How can "reading machines" help kids with LD., a review of recent research. Relationships E-ssential Guide: A Parent's Guide to Social Relationships  This guide explains why your child with learning and/or attention problems may struggle in her social relationships. It also offers strategies for helping her improve her social skills. Fathers of Kids with Learning Problems  A Parent's Guide by SchwabLearning.org Finding Friends and Persuading People: Teaching the Skills of Social Interaction Tips for teaching your children the skills needed for appropriate social interactions. - LD Online The Sibling Support Project A US based national effort dedicated to the interests of over six million brothers and sisters of people with special health, mental health, and developmental needs. The project has published curricula and children's books that assist agencies in starting Sibshops and let young sibs know that they are not alone with their unique joys and concerns. They also sponsor the Internet's first and largest listservs for young and adult siblings where participants share their issues with others who truly understand. Special Interest Areas ADHD E-ssential Guide: A Parent's Guide to AD/HD Basics  This guide covers the fundamental facts about Attention-Deficit/Hyperactivity Disorder (AD/HD). Managing AD/HD with Medication — An Overview If your child has been diagnosed with AD/HD, then you probably know medication is often prescribed to help manage this condition. Many types of AD/HD medication are available, and they work in slightly different ways. Keep in mind that taking medication is just one part of a child’s treatment program. Counseling, making accommodations in school, behavior management, and other strategies may also be recommended. Famous People with LD and/or AD/HDDid you know that many successful and famous people grew up with learning disabilities (LD) and/or Attention-Deficit/Hyperactivity Disorder (AD/HD)? Actress Whoopi Goldberg, business leader Charles Schwab, and Olympic diver Greg Louganis, to name a few, are all inspirations. Talk with your child about some of these successful people whose interests he/she shares or whose accomplishments he/she may admire. This will help her/him understand that she's/he's not alone with her/his struggles and will foster hope for her/ his future goals. Top 10 toys for children with ADHD The Top 10 list of toys has been developed based on the specific needs of children with ADHD, including the need to better focus attention, to gain self-confidence and to learn to socialize and interact appropriately with other children. The selection criteria used to choose these toys may provide useful guidelines for parents to consider when shopping for toys that their child with ADHD can enjoy. Together, the toy list and criteria may help parents interact with their child and also assist them to direct the child's energy in a more productive way. What Parents Need to Know about AD/HD and Medication: Advice from an M.D. If your child has been diagnosed with Attention-Deficit/Hyperactivity Disorder (AD/HD) and you are considering giving him medication to manage the symptoms, here is some advice for you from a pediatrician/child psychiatrist. When teens with AD/HD are learning to drive: Parent strategies If your teenager has AD/HD, you have probably observed lapses in attention, persistence, activity regulation, gross motor control, reaction time, and rule-following behaviors in your child from an early age. This does not mean that all teens with AD/HD are doomed to have poor driving records, nor that they are destined to become driving failures. In fact, the difference between unsafe and safe teen drivers has more to do with the parents’ behaviour than you may think. ESL Helping Children From Other Cultures With Possible Learning Disabilities Do you know a child from another culture who you suspect may have a learning disability? If so, learn how to approach the situation in a smart, sensitive way.   Gifted Gifted Kids, Gifted Characters, and Great Books by Bertie Kingore The annotated bibliography in this article focuses on the following three criteria: the books are written by authors of merit; each book contains well-developed characters who display gifted behaviors; and the stories include thought-provoking problem situations, issues, or personal needs with which gifted students can identify. The Journey: A Handbook for Parents of Children Who Are Gifted and Talented From Alberta Learning - The Learning Resources Centre This compliments Book 7, "Teaching Students Who Are Gifted and Talented" from the Programming For Students With Special Needs Series This handbook offers information and strategies that parents can use to nurture their childs learning and emotional well-being at home, in school, and in the community. 2003 Smart Kids with Learning Disabilities Helping parents help their children succeed. Learning Disabilities Dyslexia — An Overview by Jan Baumel You've heard the term "dyslexia" and wonder if it applies to your child who's struggling in school. How can you tell if she has this language-based learning disability? E-ssential Guide: A Parent's Guide to Learning Disabilities (LD) Basics  This guide covers the fundamental facts about learning disabilities. It will help parents, family members, and teachers gain a better understanding of learning disabilities. The Expert Answers: Dr. Marshall Raskind on Success Attributes of Kids with Learning Disabilities  Answers the questions: What is success, and how do kids with learning disabilities become successful? How can parents help their kids develop success attributes? and more. LD In DepthArticles relating to learning disabilities, topics include: ADHD, Assessment, Strategies, Social/Emotional Issues and more. Learning Disabilities Association of Canada. Life Success for Children with Learning Disabilities - A Parent Guide Researchers describe six personal attributes: self-awareness, proactivity, perseverance, goal setting, support systems, and emotional coping strategies—and how each can aid in a child’s development and ability to achieve life success. Famous People with LD and/or AD/HDDid you know that many successful and famous people grew up with learning disabilities (LD) and/or Attention-Deficit/Hyperactivity Disorder (AD/HD)? Actress Whoopi Goldberg, business leader Charles Schwab, and Olympic diver Greg Louganis, to name a few, are all inspirations. Talk with your child about some of these successful people whose interests he/she shares or whose accomplishments he/she may admire. This will help her/him understand that she's/he's not alone with her/his struggles and will foster hope for her/ his future goals. Summer Camps for Kids with Learning and Attention Problems Get practical tips on how to select a summer camp that's just right for your child. From Schwab Learning web site. Talking with Your Elementary School Child about Learning Difficulties Talking with your child about a sensitive topic like a learning disability (LD) is not easy. But it may be one of the most important things you can do to foster his learning and emotional development. Talking with your Teenager about Learning Difficulties by Brian Inglesby From curfew to career: help your teen understand how his LD impacts his daily life and future plans. Writing Disabilities: An Overview Writing is a very demanding problem-solving task that requires a student to consider both content and audience, plan the overall organization of the piece, choose words and generate sentences, evaluate the writing using multiple criteria, and maintain motivation and persistence. Teens Dr. Hallowell Talks to Teens: Do You Feel Worried or Sad? Dr. Edward Hallowell, has both AD/HD and dyslexia himself. He is a child and adult psychiatrist. He shares his personal and professional insights into depression — and encourages teens to open up. E-ssential Guide: A Parent's Guide to Transitioning to Adulthood If your child has LD and/or AD/HD, it may be overwhelming for you (and him) to consider life beyond middle school or high school. But, as this guide explains, planning for the future in a realistic and thoughtful way can help your child transition to adulthood with greater confidence and success. Help Teens Prepare for Typical Employer Questions by Paul Gerber Preparation for successful employment starts young for kids with LD. Ready or Not, Here Life Comes by Dr. Mel Levine This new book tackles the topic of transition to young adulthood — with special advice for teens. ISBN 0-7432-6224-7 Self-Advocacy: A Valuable Skill for Your Teenager by Dr. Jodie Dawson Earlier you teach him to advocate for himself, the more prepared he’ll be for life ahead — no matter what path he takes after high school.  Getting a job, getting a life: Transition to Employment for Young People with LDby Paul J. Gerber Parents are advised to start early to help kids with LD prepare for success in the workplace. Talking with your Teenager about Learning Difficulties by Brian Inglesby From curfew to career: help your teen understand how his LD impacts his daily life and future plans. Transition to Adulthood: Focusing on Life after High School by Linda Broatch This article offers an introduction to the transition process, including the roles of parents, the teenager, and the school, some essential components of transition, and what the research tells us about adults with learning disabilities who are successful Note, while some mention of U.S. laws, there are some very good points for parents regardless of country of residence. Speech and Language Are You Worried About Your Preschooler's Language Development? The American-Speech-Language-Hearing Association provides a chart, which tells you the average age that children accomplish each listed skill.  Every child is unique and has an individual rate of development. This chart represents, on average, the age by which most children will accomplish the listed skills. First Steps for Addressing Speech and Language Problems Early identification and treatment of speech and language problems is very important. LD Online, from their web siteArticles for parents and teachers about speech and language disabilities in children Speech and language difficulties are often the first signs that parents and teachers notice which indicate that a child might have a learning problem. Although many people think that speech and language difficulties result in children not pronouncing words correctly (articulation), articulation difficulties are only one of many speech and language problems that an individual can have. As children grow older, expressive and receptive language difficulties affect all academic areas, as well as social situations. Nurturing Oral Language Skills in Infants and Young Children Early Identification of Speech-Language Delays and Disorders by the American Speech-Language-Hearing Association Late Blooming or Language Problem? by the American Speech-Language-Hearing Association Speech & Language Milestone Chart - Learning Disabilities Association of America The Relationship Between Language and Learning Disabilities - Reprinted with permission from Diagnosis and Management of Learning Disabilities Testing/Assessment Understanding Psychoeducational Testing Demystify the process of psychoeducational testing and learn how to prepare your child. Transitions Post-Secondary Education Resources  Post-Secondary schools in BC have developed policies and procedures for assisting students with disabilities. It is recommended to review the specific policies of the school you are planning to attend. The University of British Columbia (UBC) is used an as example here. Inclusive post-secondary education and/or resources for students to access: http://www.steps-forward.org/Resources.html  http://www.inclusivepse.wordpress.com  SEA scholarships for students with designations  The goal of these scholarships is to help BC public school students who have (a) ministry designation(s) that can challenge academic success to achieve their dreams of higher education.   Transition to Kindergarten: An Information Guide for Parents of Children with Special Needs  "You are the parent, you know your child best." Please use this document as a guide for your child's entry into kindergarten. This workbook will assist parents in making the transition to kindergarten for their child. A Transition Planning & Resource Guide for Youth with Special Needs and Their Families  Moving into adulthood is both exciting and challenging for many youth. Decisions about your future can be tough to make, but planning ahead will help. The transition planning process can begin when you are as young as 14 years of age. Starting early allows time to create a Transition Plan that will help you face the challenges of becoming an adult and make your dreams come true. Job Training for Youth with Disabilities: Post-Secondary Options List   February 2012. Vancouver School Board Job Training Program. Websites for Kids Cool Math 4 Kids An amusement park of math and more -- especially designed for kids Fun Brain.com  Kidsource Online Provides in-depth and timely education and health information for parents and their children. Specific section on education includes information on LD, ADD, and gifted and talented children. SparkTop.org Helps kids with learning difficulties feel better about themselves -- by giving them information about their learning problems, helping them recognize their unique strengths, showcasing their creativity, and connecting them to other kids who struggle with learning. Updated June 2012 )
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=27257,BCTF News Releases  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources   For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development News Release Archives 2014  2013  2012    2011 2010  2009  2008 2007  2006  Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2012 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  June 15, 2012 Teachers win significant legal victory on extra-curricular activities  June 15, 2012 The Labour Relations Board today has affirmed that BC teachers do indeed have the right to withdraw their participation in voluntary extra-curricular activities. In a ruling issued today, LRB Vice-Chair Ritu Mahil found that “the Union has not declared or authorized an unlawful strike by directing its members to refrain from participating in activities which occur outside of class time/instructional hours and are truly voluntary and extra-curricular.” BCTF President Susan Lambert welcomed the decision saying: “This is a significant legal victory for teachers because it clarifies the distinction between voluntary and non-voluntary work, and it reaffirms that the countless hours that teachers devote to extra-curricular activities with students truly are voluntary. We’ve always known that, but it’s excellent to have it confirmed by the Labour Relations Board.” Lambert added, however, that the decision will offer cold comfort to teachers, who feel disrespected by the needlessly provocative actions of the BC Public School Employers’ Association. “Public education in BC has become over-reliant on the goodwill of teachers and, despite a decade of underfunding and attacks on our rights, we have kept on digging deeper and giving more in order to hold the system together,” Lambert said. “Now the employer has taken us to the LRB in an attempt to compel goodwill and force volunteerism. It’s as if they are intentionally trying to shred the relationship.” Instead of engaging in such damaging legal battles, Lambert called on the BCPSEA and government to work with the BCTF to reach a fair compromise and resolve the outstanding issues in the labour dispute. Mahil also found that the BC Teachers’ Federation has not engaged in an unlawful strike by directing its members to minimally participate in meetings with school administrators. However, she did find that the BCTF must direct members to participate in meetings and activities which are part of their work duties even though they occur outside of instructional hours. The BCTF will promptly inform its members of the ruling. For the full text of the LRB decision, go to: http://bctf.ca/uploadedFiles/Public/BargainingContracts/LRB/LRB63467-12.pdf -  30  - For more information, contact Nancy Knickerbocker, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell). Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=17606&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 5, March 2009  Teach in the USA By Sharon Parker “Teach in the USA” read the ad in Teacher newsmagazine. Don’t ask me why but after a 30-year career in the BC education system as a teacher and administrator, I thought that teaching in the USA would be a viable alternative to retirement. How wrong I turned out to be. With my early retirement cheque in the bank I answered the ad. I was ripe for adventure. I had investigated exchange teaching and attended the BCTF seminars. Excellent preparation. But I had no teaching position to exchange—I was retired. So there I was, at a seminar in Vancouver hosted by Visiting International Faculty, the recruiters who had placed the ad. The information I got was addictive. I filled out the application forms, got my fingerprints done, submitted sample lesson plans, and returned months later for an interview. What was compelling me to submit to this torture at the end of a successful career? Adrenalin flowed when I heard about warm winters, small classes, and my highly desirable credential…special ed. I accepted a position, teaching a special class of 10 students with a mixture of learning disabilities. So it was with enthusiasm and ignorance that my husband and I traveled across America, almost as far as we could go. We had a ¾ ton truck, towing a 31 foot rv. What were we thinking? We were going to South Carolina to Cross Elementary School near Charleston. Where? Honestly, I had to get a map. Think Florida, go north for two states, ah…on the Atlantic Coast. There it was! And what an adventure we had! My husband is a retired English teacher so he was the perfect support. And support I did need. I had no idea the amount of work I would need to do to adequately teach my students. The school is rural, 500 students, 90% African-American and 90% poor. My students would write the high-stakes tests that American students complete each spring. The school is well equipped by BC standards. Each class has a Smartboard, tv, video, lots of books and supplies. All my colleagues are certified, most with masters degrees and many with doctorates. So what’s wrong with this picture? Let me describe my typical day. School starts with breakfast in the classroom at 7:00 a.m., so I have to be up by 5:30 a.m. and on the road by 6:20 a.m. After breakfast our instructional day begins and we go through to 11:00 a.m., then I eat lunch with my students in the cafeteria. After lunch the paraprofessional attached to my class takes them for recess and I have an hour for teacher preparation, meetings, and individual lessons to students. Then the students return until dismissal time at 2:00 p.m. Compare a 5-hour instructional day to a 6.5-hour instructional day, five days a week. The students in our school work very hard for all those hours, then they are expected to complete homework at home every night. So though I may pass for an industrious educator, let me assure you that my students are even more hardworking and put in longer hours. And the rewards of this venture have me spouting superlatives. Retired superlatives. I was surprised that the salaries in some states are not even close to BC salaries. So it wasn’t money that was fab. Let me tell you. My students come to school every day, homework completed, prepared to work. Their parents value education as their child’s ticket to a better life. If I phone parents with a concern I can bet on the response. “Thank you for calling, teacher. We’ll make this right (whatever the concern) or I’ll come down to the school house, and I’ll deal with my kid.” Of course, there’s one exception in every class. …but it’s only one, not ten. When I discipline a student the administrators support me. Our school subscribes to a positive behaviour model of discipline. Our school usually does well in our state’s high-stakes tests, but we have our struggles. I am returning to BC this summer because of visa restrictions. I am returning contented. I worked hard for six years and leave behind a great school and staff. My commitment to the school and US education has earned me a soft cushion on the couch. I don’t have to cook…my husband cooks great meals. Hey, he golfs everyday. They swap recipes out there, don’t they? We toured the southern US and visited New York, Philadelphia, Atlanta, Miami ,and Chicago. We learned about Afro-American culture in the Deep South. We met hundreds of international teachers from around the world through Visiting International Faculty. We slipped out of our comfort zone and did have an adventure. I recall that ad again—Teach in the USA. The latest copy of Teacher had another one—Teach in China… Sharon Parker is returning from six years as a special education teacher in South Carolina.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Touring a natural gas drilling rig with @MLA Mike Bernier, and Brian from EnCana http://t.co/AifdJ4H07b" @Teresa_Wat - 06:01pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/contacts.cfm?page=pdchairs&sort=1&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true,BCTF Contacts Home E-mail Lists Links A to Z Index Contact Us Help SITE SEARCH Quick Links BCTF formsBCTF NewsFrançaisLabour linksPensionsTeacher NewsmagazineTeaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Contact Us > PD chairpersons BCTF Professional Development Chairpersons Sorted by local name. Click here for sort by local number. Local Chair School Phone School Fax E-mail Abbotsford District Teachers' Association (34) Brenda Head    604-850-7692  pd34@bctf.ca Alberni District Teachers' Union (701) Stephanie Hopkins  250-723-7522  250-723-7557  pd701@bctf.ca Arrow Lakes Teachers' Association (10) Paula Rogers  250-358-7222  250-358-2533  pd10@bctf.ca Boundary District Teachers' Association (51) Catherine Pankoff  250-442-8275  250-442-5388  pd51@bctf.ca Linda Rawlings-Dolezsar  250-442-5313  250-442-5317  pd51@bctf.ca Bulkley Valley Teachers' Union (54) Kristina Willing  250-847-2231  250-847-2165  pd54@bctf.ca Mary Neto  250-847-2231  250-847-2165  pd54@bctf.ca Burnaby Teachers' Association (41) Alexandra Peters  604-664-7056  604-664-8734  pd41@bctf.ca Barbara Henderson  604-664-8727  604-664-8818  pd41@bctf.ca Patricia Dolton      pd41@bctf.ca Burns Lake District Teachers' Union (55) Lisa Mason  250-698-7301  250-698-7349  pd55@bctf.ca Campbell River District Teachers' Association (72) Adria Anne Gleeson  250-286-0511  250-286-0938  pd72@bctf.ca Cariboo-Chilcotin Teachers' Association (27) Shirley Giroux  250-398-5800  250-398-5206  pd27@bctf.ca Central Coast Teachers' Association (49) Coleen Fraser  250-799-5556  250-799-5757  pd49@bctf.ca Stephen Dishkin  250-982-2355  250-982-2720  pd49@bctf.ca Central Okanagan Teachers' Association (23) Joe Jamison  250-868-1135  250-870-5020  pd23@bctf.ca Chetwynd Teachers' Association (592) Gysbert Ruiter  250-788-2267  250-788-9729  pd592@bctf.ca Chilliwack Teachers' Association (33) Angela Woods  604-823-4408  604-823-2243  pd33@bctf.ca Comox District Teachers' Association (71) Lisa Pedersen-Skene    250-897-0487  pd71@bctf.ca Coquitlam Teachers' Association (43) Michael Galliford  604-464-8581  604-937-8045  pd43@bctf.ca Cowichan District Teachers' Association (65) Naomi Nilsson  250-748-2251  250-746-7849  pd65@bctf.ca Sabina Reska  250-743-6916  250-743-6915  pd65@bctf.ca Cranbrook District Teachers' Association (2) Carol Johns  250-489-4391  250-489-0600  pd02@bctf.ca Colette Grasdal  250-426-5241  250-426-6673  pd02@bctf.ca Creston Valley Teachers' Association (861) Melissa Feragotti  250-428-2051  250-428-2019  pd861@bctf.ca Delta Teachers' Association (37) Fiona Higgs    604-599-1786  pd37@bctf.ca Fernie District Teachers' Association (1) Linda Christenson  250-425-6666  250-425-6661  pd01@bctf.ca Sarah Larsen      pd01@bctf.ca Fort Nelson District Teachers' Association (81) Shirley Kenney  250-774-6941  250-774-6988  pd81@bctf.ca Fraser-Cascade Teachers' Association (78) Kathleen Koopman      pd78@bctf.ca Gold Trail Teachers' Association (74) Elizabeth Griggs  250-256-4274  250-256-4275  pd74@bctf.ca Golden Teachers' Association (18) Margaret Calladine  250-344-6317    pd18@bctf.ca Greater Victoria Teachers' Association (61) Lucinda Graf  250-727-0188  250-727-2079  pd61@bctf.ca Gulf Islands Teachers' Association (64) James Lightfoot  250-653-9223  250-653-2090  pd64@bctf.ca Haida Gwaii Teachers' Association (50) Autum Gates    250-626-3214  pd50@bctf.ca Monika Hausmann    250-626-3214  pd50@bctf.ca Kamloops Thompson Teachers' Association (73) David Comrie    250-377-2257  pd73@bctf.ca Kimberley Teachers' Association (3) Bethany Turcon      pd03@bctf.ca Craig Hillman  250-427-4827  250-427-7106  pd03@bctf.ca Kitimat District Teachers' Association (80) Katherine Johnsen  250-632-6174  888-539-4732  pd80@bctf.ca Michele Sutherland  250-632-2912  888-574-1126  pd80@bctf.ca Kootenay Columbia Teachers' Union (20) John Horcoff      pd20@bctf.ca Kootenay Lake Teachers' Association (862) Dennis Larcombe  250-229-4224  250-353-7434  pd862@bctf.ca Lake Cowichan Teachers' Association (66) Christine Rolls  250-748-0011  250-749-4030  pd66@bctf.ca Langley Teachers' Association (35) Sandy Ho  604-888-3033  604-888-2873  pd35@bctf.ca Mackenzie Teachers' Association (572) Amber Raycraft  250-963-7060  250-963-7381  pd572@bctf.ca Christa Barnes  250-997-6340  250-997-5075  pd572@bctf.ca Karen Chadha  250-997-6340  250-997-5075  pd572@bctf.ca Maple Ridge Teachers' Association (42) Suzanne Hall  604-463-6414  604-466-6265  pd42@bctf.ca McBride-Valemount Teachers' Association (573) Brian Hanson    250-566-4551  pd573@bctf.ca Jennifer L'Arrivee  250-569-2295  250-569-2620  pd573@bctf.ca Julia Howard  250-569-2295  250-569-2620  pd573@bctf.ca Mission Teachers' Union (75) Anna Heavenor  604-820-4587  604-820-9505  pd75@bctf.ca Mount Arrowsmith Teachers' Association (69) Denise Spencer-Dahl  250-248-3296  250-954-1734  pd69@bctf.ca Lesley Rowan  250-752-5651  250-752-8604  pd69@bctf.ca Nanaimo District Teachers' Association (68) Colleen Skipper  250-758-6892  250-758-2373  pd68@bctf.ca Michael Silverton    250-751-8840  pd68@bctf.ca Nechako Teachers' Union (56) Cindy Miller  250-996-7126  250-996-7708  pd56@bctf.ca Shawn Lank  250-699-6233  250-699-7753  pd56@bctf.ca Nelson District Teachers' Association (7) Monica Doyle  250-352-3186  250-352-3183  pd07@bctf.ca Tamara Martin  250-352-5538  250-352-3119  pd07@bctf.ca New Westminster Teachers' Union (40) Romeo Lavrencic  604-517-6316  604-517-6204  pd40@bctf.ca Sandra Lee  604-517-6090  604-517-6091  pd40@bctf.ca Nisga'a Teachers' Union (92) Charity Peal  250-633-2225  250-633-2669  pd92@bctf.ca Samantha Lambright  250-326-4206  250-633-2916  pd92@bctf.ca Sara Beardsell  250-633-2225  250-633-2669  pd92@bctf.ca North Okanagan-Shuswap Teachers' Association (83) Kyla Hadden  250-836-2831  250-836-2664  pd83@bctf.ca North Vancouver Teachers' Association (44) Maria Aiello  604-903-3750  604-903-3751  pd44@bctf.ca Okanagan Skaha Teachers' Union (67) Angela Seppola  250-770-7683  250-492-5981  pd67@bctf.ca Peace River North Teachers' Association (60) Jessica Dmytruk  250-793-9125  250-630-2323  pd60@bctf.ca Peace River South Teachers' Association (591) Angela Connelly    250-782-9604  pd591@bctf.ca Powell River District Teachers' Association (47) Wendy Adams  604-485-5660    pd47@bctf.ca Prince George District Teachers' Association (571) Glen Thielmann  250-562-9525  250-564-4875  pd571@bctf.ca Prince Rupert District Teachers' Union (52) Colleen Pudsey    250-627-1348  pd52@bctf.ca Marla Gamble    250-627-1348  pd52@bctf.ca Raegan Sawka  250-627-1536  250-627-1443  pd52@bctf.ca Princeton District Teachers' Union (17) Gordon Bibby  250-295-3218  250-295-7914  pd17@bctf.ca Mary Bell  250-295-3218  250-295-7914  pd17@bctf.ca Quesnel District Teachers' Association (28) Carlie Borrett  250-991-5566  250-991-5565  pd28@bctf.ca Revelstoke Teachers' Association (19) Stacey Grimm  250-837-2173  250-837-7164  pd19@bctf.ca Richmond Teachers' Association (38) Christian Matheson  604-668-6665  604-668-6569  pd38@bctf.ca Saanich Teachers' Association (63) Holly Mair  250-704-4972  250-479-9870  pd63@bctf.ca Sarah Windle  250-652-9261  250-652-2094  pd63@bctf.ca Sea to Sky Teachers' Association (48) April Lowe  604-898-3688  604-898-4706  pd48@bctf.ca SEPF (93) Alain Paquin  604-437-4849  604-437-9630  pd93@bctf.ca Linda Theriault  250-220-6010  250-220-6014  pd93@bctf.ca Monica Monus    604-214-9881  pd93@bctf.ca Sooke Teachers' Association (62) Brian Hotovy  250-474-1291  250-478-0738  pd62@bctf.ca Kristine Kosolofski  250-478-3232  250-391-9624  pd62@bctf.ca South Okanagan Similkameen Teachers' Union (53) Nicola MacNaughton  250-498-3468  250-498-0339  pd53@bctf.ca Stikine Teachers' Association (87) Alithia Gillies    250-771-4343  pd87@bctf.ca Andre Lagace    250-771-4343  pd87@bctf.ca Sunshine Coast Teachers' Association (46) Patrick McCallum  604-885-3216  604-885-7991  pd46@bctf.ca Surrey Teachers' Association (36) Anne McNamee      pd36@bctf.ca Stephen Anderson      pd36@bctf.ca Terrace District Teachers' Union (881) Karen Andrews  250-635-3115  888-456-3464  pd881@bctf.ca Upper Skeena Teachers (882) Jan Thorburn  250-842-5214  888-503-6959  pd882@bctf.ca Shirley Hobenshield  250-849-5484  888-594-2271  pd882@bctf.ca Vancouver Elementary School Teachers' Association (391) Allison Jambor      pd391@bctf.ca Patricia Gudlaugson      pd391@bctf.ca Vancouver Island North Teachers' Association (85) Sarah Soltau-Heller  250-949-6418  250-949-6485  pd85@bctf.ca Vancouver Island West Teachers' Union (84) Adam Barber    250-761-4234  pd84@bctf.ca Glyn Howell    250-934-6578  pd84@bctf.ca Vancouver Secondary Teachers' Association (392) Mary Filleul    604-713-5076  pd392@bctf.ca Vernon Teachers' Association (22) Robyn Ladner    250-545-7680  pd22@bctf.ca West Vancouver Teachers' Association (45) Rosemary Murray  604-981-1200  604-981-1201  pd45@bctf.ca Shannon Gray  604-981-1130  604-981-1131  pd45@bctf.ca Windermere Teachers' Association (4) Robyn Oliver  250-342-9213  250-342-4499  pd04@bctf.ca About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy Close Window Print Page   BCTF Professional Development Chairpersons Sorted by local name. Click here for sort by local number. Local Chair School Phone School Fax E-mail Abbotsford District Teachers' Association (34) Brenda Head    604-850-7692  pd34@bctf.ca Alberni District Teachers' Union (701) Stephanie Hopkins  250-723-7522  250-723-7557  pd701@bctf.ca Arrow Lakes Teachers' Association (10) Paula Rogers  250-358-7222  250-358-2533  pd10@bctf.ca Boundary District Teachers' Association (51) Catherine Pankoff  250-442-8275  250-442-5388  pd51@bctf.ca Linda Rawlings-Dolezsar  250-442-5313  250-442-5317  pd51@bctf.ca Bulkley Valley Teachers' Union (54) Kristina Willing  250-847-2231  250-847-2165  pd54@bctf.ca Mary Neto  250-847-2231  250-847-2165  pd54@bctf.ca Burnaby Teachers' Association (41) Alexandra Peters  604-664-7056  604-664-8734  pd41@bctf.ca Barbara Henderson  604-664-8727  604-664-8818  pd41@bctf.ca Patricia Dolton      pd41@bctf.ca Burns Lake District Teachers' Union (55) Lisa Mason  250-698-7301  250-698-7349  pd55@bctf.ca Campbell River District Teachers' Association (72) Adria Anne Gleeson  250-286-0511  250-286-0938  pd72@bctf.ca Cariboo-Chilcotin Teachers' Association (27) Shirley Giroux  250-398-5800  250-398-5206  pd27@bctf.ca Central Coast Teachers' Association (49) Coleen Fraser  250-799-5556  250-799-5757  pd49@bctf.ca Stephen Dishkin  250-982-2355  250-982-2720  pd49@bctf.ca Central Okanagan Teachers' Association (23) Joe Jamison  250-868-1135  250-870-5020  pd23@bctf.ca Chetwynd Teachers' Association (592) Gysbert Ruiter  250-788-2267  250-788-9729  pd592@bctf.ca Chilliwack Teachers' Association (33) Angela Woods  604-823-4408  604-823-2243  pd33@bctf.ca Comox District Teachers' Association (71) Lisa Pedersen-Skene    250-897-0487  pd71@bctf.ca Coquitlam Teachers' Association (43) Michael Galliford  604-464-8581  604-937-8045  pd43@bctf.ca Cowichan District Teachers' Association (65) Naomi Nilsson  250-748-2251  250-746-7849  pd65@bctf.ca Sabina Reska  250-743-6916  250-743-6915  pd65@bctf.ca Cranbrook District Teachers' Association (2) Carol Johns  250-489-4391  250-489-0600  pd02@bctf.ca Colette Grasdal  250-426-5241  250-426-6673  pd02@bctf.ca Creston Valley Teachers' Association (861) Melissa Feragotti  250-428-2051  250-428-2019  pd861@bctf.ca Delta Teachers' Association (37) Fiona Higgs    604-599-1786  pd37@bctf.ca Fernie District Teachers' Association (1) Linda Christenson  250-425-6666  250-425-6661  pd01@bctf.ca Sarah Larsen      pd01@bctf.ca Fort Nelson District Teachers' Association (81) Shirley Kenney  250-774-6941  250-774-6988  pd81@bctf.ca Fraser-Cascade Teachers' Association (78) Kathleen Koopman      pd78@bctf.ca Gold Trail Teachers' Association (74) Elizabeth Griggs  250-256-4274  250-256-4275  pd74@bctf.ca Golden Teachers' Association (18) Margaret Calladine  250-344-6317    pd18@bctf.ca Greater Victoria Teachers' Association (61) Lucinda Graf  250-727-0188  250-727-2079  pd61@bctf.ca Gulf Islands Teachers' Association (64) James Lightfoot  250-653-9223  250-653-2090  pd64@bctf.ca Haida Gwaii Teachers' Association (50) Autum Gates    250-626-3214  pd50@bctf.ca Monika Hausmann    250-626-3214  pd50@bctf.ca Kamloops Thompson Teachers' Association (73) David Comrie    250-377-2257  pd73@bctf.ca Kimberley Teachers' Association (3) Bethany Turcon      pd03@bctf.ca Craig Hillman  250-427-4827  250-427-7106  pd03@bctf.ca Kitimat District Teachers' Association (80) Katherine Johnsen  250-632-6174  888-539-4732  pd80@bctf.ca Michele Sutherland  250-632-2912  888-574-1126  pd80@bctf.ca Kootenay Columbia Teachers' Union (20) John Horcoff      pd20@bctf.ca Kootenay Lake Teachers' Association (862) Dennis Larcombe  250-229-4224  250-353-7434  pd862@bctf.ca Lake Cowichan Teachers' Association (66) Christine Rolls  250-748-0011  250-749-4030  pd66@bctf.ca Langley Teachers' Association (35) Sandy Ho  604-888-3033  604-888-2873  pd35@bctf.ca Mackenzie Teachers' Association (572) Amber Raycraft  250-963-7060  250-963-7381  pd572@bctf.ca Christa Barnes  250-997-6340  250-997-5075  pd572@bctf.ca Karen Chadha  250-997-6340  250-997-5075  pd572@bctf.ca Maple Ridge Teachers' Association (42) Suzanne Hall  604-463-6414  604-466-6265  pd42@bctf.ca McBride-Valemount Teachers' Association (573) Brian Hanson    250-566-4551  pd573@bctf.ca Jennifer L'Arrivee  250-569-2295  250-569-2620  pd573@bctf.ca Julia Howard  250-569-2295  250-569-2620  pd573@bctf.ca Mission Teachers' Union (75) Anna Heavenor  604-820-4587  604-820-9505  pd75@bctf.ca Mount Arrowsmith Teachers' Association (69) Denise Spencer-Dahl  250-248-3296  250-954-1734  pd69@bctf.ca Lesley Rowan  250-752-5651  250-752-8604  pd69@bctf.ca Nanaimo District Teachers' Association (68) Colleen Skipper  250-758-6892  250-758-2373  pd68@bctf.ca Michael Silverton    250-751-8840  pd68@bctf.ca Nechako Teachers' Union (56) Cindy Miller  250-996-7126  250-996-7708  pd56@bctf.ca Shawn Lank  250-699-6233  250-699-7753  pd56@bctf.ca Nelson District Teachers' Association (7) Monica Doyle  250-352-3186  250-352-3183  pd07@bctf.ca Tamara Martin  250-352-5538  250-352-3119  pd07@bctf.ca New Westminster Teachers' Union (40) Romeo Lavrencic  604-517-6316  604-517-6204  pd40@bctf.ca Sandra Lee  604-517-6090  604-517-6091  pd40@bctf.ca Nisga'a Teachers' Union (92) Charity Peal  250-633-2225  250-633-2669  pd92@bctf.ca Samantha Lambright  250-326-4206  250-633-2916  pd92@bctf.ca Sara Beardsell  250-633-2225  250-633-2669  pd92@bctf.ca North Okanagan-Shuswap Teachers' Association (83) Kyla Hadden  250-836-2831  250-836-2664  pd83@bctf.ca North Vancouver Teachers' Association (44) Maria Aiello  604-903-3750  604-903-3751  pd44@bctf.ca Okanagan Skaha Teachers' Union (67) Angela Seppola  250-770-7683  250-492-5981  pd67@bctf.ca Peace River North Teachers' Association (60) Jessica Dmytruk  250-793-9125  250-630-2323  pd60@bctf.ca Peace River South Teachers' Association (591) Angela Connelly    250-782-9604  pd591@bctf.ca Powell River District Teachers' Association (47) Wendy Adams  604-485-5660    pd47@bctf.ca Prince George District Teachers' Association (571) Glen Thielmann  250-562-9525  250-564-4875  pd571@bctf.ca Prince Rupert District Teachers' Union (52) Colleen Pudsey    250-627-1348  pd52@bctf.ca Marla Gamble    250-627-1348  pd52@bctf.ca Raegan Sawka  250-627-1536  250-627-1443  pd52@bctf.ca Princeton District Teachers' Union (17) Gordon Bibby  250-295-3218  250-295-7914  pd17@bctf.ca Mary Bell  250-295-3218  250-295-7914  pd17@bctf.ca Quesnel District Teachers' Association (28) Carlie Borrett  250-991-5566  250-991-5565  pd28@bctf.ca Revelstoke Teachers' Association (19) Stacey Grimm  250-837-2173  250-837-7164  pd19@bctf.ca Richmond Teachers' Association (38) Christian Matheson  604-668-6665  604-668-6569  pd38@bctf.ca Saanich Teachers' Association (63) Holly Mair  250-704-4972  250-479-9870  pd63@bctf.ca Sarah Windle  250-652-9261  250-652-2094  pd63@bctf.ca Sea to Sky Teachers' Association (48) April Lowe  604-898-3688  604-898-4706  pd48@bctf.ca SEPF (93) Alain Paquin  604-437-4849  604-437-9630  pd93@bctf.ca Linda Theriault  250-220-6010  250-220-6014  pd93@bctf.ca Monica Monus    604-214-9881  pd93@bctf.ca Sooke Teachers' Association (62) Brian Hotovy  250-474-1291  250-478-0738  pd62@bctf.ca Kristine Kosolofski  250-478-3232  250-391-9624  pd62@bctf.ca South Okanagan Similkameen Teachers' Union (53) Nicola MacNaughton  250-498-3468  250-498-0339  pd53@bctf.ca Stikine Teachers' Association (87) Alithia Gillies    250-771-4343  pd87@bctf.ca Andre Lagace    250-771-4343  pd87@bctf.ca Sunshine Coast Teachers' Association (46) Patrick McCallum  604-885-3216  604-885-7991  pd46@bctf.ca Surrey Teachers' Association (36) Anne McNamee      pd36@bctf.ca Stephen Anderson      pd36@bctf.ca Terrace District Teachers' Union (881) Karen Andrews  250-635-3115  888-456-3464  pd881@bctf.ca Upper Skeena Teachers (882) Jan Thorburn  250-842-5214  888-503-6959  pd882@bctf.ca Shirley Hobenshield  250-849-5484  888-594-2271  pd882@bctf.ca Vancouver Elementary School Teachers' Association (391) Allison Jambor      pd391@bctf.ca Patricia Gudlaugson      pd391@bctf.ca Vancouver Island North Teachers' Association (85) Sarah Soltau-Heller  250-949-6418  250-949-6485  pd85@bctf.ca Vancouver Island West Teachers' Union (84) Adam Barber    250-761-4234  pd84@bctf.ca Glyn Howell    250-934-6578  pd84@bctf.ca Vancouver Secondary Teachers' Association (392) Mary Filleul    604-713-5076  pd392@bctf.ca Vernon Teachers' Association (22) Robyn Ladner    250-545-7680  pd22@bctf.ca West Vancouver Teachers' Association (45) Rosemary Murray  604-981-1200  604-981-1201  pd45@bctf.ca Shannon Gray  604-981-1130  604-981-1131  pd45@bctf.ca Windermere Teachers' Association (4) Robyn Oliver  250-342-9213  250-342-4499  pd04@bctf.ca)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/SocialJustice.aspx?id=18878&printPage=true,BCTF > Making a difference globally  	BCTF Social Justice  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Social Justice > Programs and Workshops > International Solidarity Making a difference globally This web page has been developed so that you can read about the many international programs in which BCTF members are involved. These are stories about connecting internationally and we hope they will inspire even more teachers and students to join in this work. BC Teachers Making a Difference Globally: International Solidarity Workshop, held on Saturday, February 11, 2012-Information, links and handouts Personal Action Plan   Student Activities for International Solidarity   Volunteer opportunities for teachers   CoDevelopment Canada  Teachers make a difference—globally—at BCTF solidarity workshop: Report by Janet Nicol, Vancouver teacher   Tell your own global connection story   Use our online submission form to share your story. BCTF Human Rights Observers in Honduras  2010 Global Action Week—“Education for All” Campaign  School Projects and Youth Program  Education Beyond Borders  Education Beyond Borders website  Union Leadership Training in southern Africa South Africa/SADTU World Teachers' Day  Namibia/NANTU Vancouver schools support orphanage in Namibia (Apr 2011) Winter 2008 Representative Assembly highlights (Mar 2008) Sharing our skills in Southern Africa (May/Jun 2006) VESTA news, June 2006 (page 6)   BC teachers for an English-language program in Namibia (Sep/Oct 2002) World Teachers' Day (Nov/Dec 2000) World-wide struggle for teachers (Oct 1998) Namibia (Mar 1998) Mozambique/ONP Mozambique  Unnatural disasters  From war toys to peace art  Latin America Colombia Teaching is a dangerous profession in Colombia  Cordoba, Colombia: a dangerous place to be a union leader by Irene Lanzinger The struggle for Human Rights in Colombia: It's dangerous-and complicated  Pedagogy of the Oppressed - Observations on Colombia  Cuba Reflections on changes in Cuba  Globalization  Sharing, fun, and learning  Readers write: Cuba teacher looks for letters  Good schools for everyone: Case study no. 3   Readers write: Correspond with Cuban teachers  Student trips to Cuba: 2006 and 1999  Teacher trips to Cuba: 2001 and 1999  Cuba Project:  2009, 2008, 2007, 2005, 2001  Peru Struggles in teaching a second language: Commonalities between Peru and BC , by Karen Andrews, Teacher, Vol. 25, no. 2, October 2012.  The Peru Project: Building International solidarity between teachers  by Janet Nicol. Our Times, Vol. 29 No. 5/6 (Oct 2010/Jan 2011). Article posted on BCTF website with permission from the author. The Peru Project: Year three and going strong , by Janet Nicol, Teacher, Vol. 23, no. 7, May/June 2011. BCTF Peru Brigade: August 2008 and 2009 , by Julia MacRae, Teacher, Vol. 22, no. 5, March 2010.  Other The World Education Forum  The World Peace Education Forum  BCTF member Carroll Airey received CoDevelopment Canada's Solidarity Award for her commitment to education and partnership between communities in northern BC and Nicaragua. See www.slais.ubc.ca/PEOPLE/students/student-groups/lwb/airey.htm. Teacher strike in Guatemala: Joviel Acevedo Ayala from the Guatemala Teachers' Assembly was invited to speak at the 2004 BCTF AGM, but was unable to travel to Canada. Here is the text of his explanation and his report on the gains from a 52-day strike by Guatemalan teachers. International Solidarity Program International Programs  International solidarity in Surrey  International Solidarity Program Award  Mexico Canadian and Mexican teachers confront the same agenda  Five-month strike in Oaxaca ends  Morelos teachers strike against government policies  Next summer, help street children in Oaxaca  BC volunteers  International support needed for Oaxaca teachers and indigenous communities  Teachers' campaign wins freedom for Mexican colleagues  Project Overseas Although BCTF members are no longer eligible to participate in the CTF’s Project Overseas, learning about the experiences of teachers who went in the past is very interesting and informative.   2007: Ghana  2006: Sierra Leone  2005: Ghana  2004: Sierra Leone  2004: Ghana  2002: Jordan  2001: St. Vincent/Grenadines    2001: Jordan  2001: Malawi  2001: Uganda  2000: Malawi  1999: Mongolia  1999: Nepal    )
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/blogs/research.aspx?id=21599&blogid=7524,BCTF Blogs > Research  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources Home > Social Media > Research Blog Search this blog: BCTF Information Services—Research & Reports Provides summaries and links to new reports and studies in the fields of education, labour, and social sciences. Waiting for "Superman" Comes to Vancouver, and NBC News Launches "Education Nation" Permanent link   All Posts Waiting for "Superman" will be screening at the Vancouver International Film Festival on Monday and Tuesday of next week, October 4th and 5th, at the Empire Granville 7 Theatre. Tickets are available here. Rethinking Schools has launched a website called Not Waiting for Superman, intended both as a response to the film and a way to "support efforts by teachers, students, and parents to improve and preserve public education.  The site features links to lots of articles, reviews, and commentary about the movie. A New York City-based coalition called the Grassroots Education Movement (GEM) to Defend Public Education has produced a documentary in response to "Waiting for 'Superman,'" called "The Incovenient Truth About Waiting for Superman."  The film will be screened in New York and across the U.S. this fall. More information about the film and the related campaign is available at waitingforsupermantruth.org. Watch the trailer here: And the U.S. media's new obsession with education reform continues. NBC News hosted a two-day Education Nation summit in New York City and will spend the week highlighting education stories in its news coverage.  Sponsors of Education Nation include the for-profit online University of Phoenix, American Express, the Gates Foundation, the Broad Foundation, BlackBerry and Microsoft.  More information is available on the Education Nation website.  Matt Lauer interviewed President Barack Obama on the Today Show earlier in the week, as a part of the Education Nation coverage: Valerie Strauss has written a good post on her Washington Post "Answer Sheet" blog about Education Nation and other recent media coverage of education reform in the U.S., and the distressing lack of objectivity and critical thinking displayed by the journalists involved. Last Edited by BCTF Info. Services at 30/09/2010 2:42 PM Leave a comment Name * Email * Homepage Comment << September 2014 >> Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat   1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30         Blogroll On Education: Schools for a Civil Society B.C. Education Report (Tracy Sherlock, Vancouver Sun) The Hook/Education Teacher Solidarity UBC Educational Studies blog Where the Blog has No Name Archive April 2014 March 2014 January 2014 December 2013 November 2013 October 2013 September 2013 August 2013 June 2013 May 2013 April 2013 March 2013 December 2012 September 2012 August 2012 November 2011 September 2011 April 2011 March 2011 February 2011 January 2011 December 2010 November 2010 October 2010 September 2010 August 2010 July 2010 June 2010 May 2010 April 2010 March 2010 January 2010 December 2009 November 2009 October 2009 September 2009 Subjects Education Labour Social Sciences Recent Posts Recent Additions to the Information Services Research Files - April 2014 Recent Additions to the Information Services Research Files - March 2014 Recent Additions to the Information Services Research Files - February 2014 Recent Additions to the Information Services Research Files - January 2014 Recent Additions to the Information Services Research Files - December 2013 If you are experiencing technical difficulties, please contact the webmanager@bctf.ca. About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12088,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2001 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 13, Number 6, April 2001 Teacher-librarian staffing declines by Larry Kuehn Library services are in decline in many schools, according to the 20th annual B.C. Teacher-Librarians’ Working and Learning Conditions Survey. Garth Harkess, of the B.C. Teacher-Librarians’ Association (PSA) says that the survey shows a number of disturbing trends. Teacher-librarian and clerical-aide time have been reduced in many districts. Elementary teacher-librarians have been assigned to covering for prep time instead of performing library-related duties in collaboration with classroom teachers. Funding for library supplies has been reduced. While the cost of books has continued to rise, average budget allocations for libraries have fallen, on a per capita basis, from the previous year. Elementary went down from $13.83 to $12.79; secondary from $14.30 to $14.22. While budgets have gone down, expenditures on electronic services are taking up more of the budgets. Most schools now have computerized catalogues, CD-ROMs, and Internet access in the library resource centre. Many district resource centres have been closed or have had professional and clerical time, as well as budgets, cut in recent years. However, several districts continue to operate district resources centres with extensive services. The 2000-01 survey represents data collected from 41 districts—918 elementary and 284 secondary school library resource centres. To facilitate comparisons, the report from the B.C. Teacher-Librarians’ Association contains individual district figures as well as summary data for all the districts that reported. The full report will be available in the PSA’s journal, The Bookmark, March 2001, or on request from the BCTF Research Department (contact Anne Field, afield@bctf.ca, or 604-871-2251). Larry Kuehn is director of the BCTF’s Research and Technology Division, lkuehn@bctf.ca. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/help.aspx?id=4270&printPage=true,BCTF > Content overview of website  	BCTF web site help  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Help BCTF Website Content Overview   Target audiences   Categories   BCTF member portal   Finding information  Overview The BCTF website has two major components -- a public website and a secure portal for members-only. The website is very rich in content. There are thousands of pages covering a wide variety of subjects under the broad areas of education, labour, and social justice. The documents and databases accessible from our pages are organized by subject category as much as possible, and cross-referenced on appropriate pages. All of the BCTF's regular publications are available online, including an extensive archive for research purposes. The site includes searchable databases and a multimedia centre for audio and video files. Target audiences To facilitate more direct access to information, the content on the public site is targeted to three audiences— teachers, parents, and the media. Our headings across the top of the page include categories of interest to all audiences. The secure BCTF member portal content is targeted to members and local officers. A secure login is required. Categories The public content is grouped under the following major categories: Aboriginal education  —  policy, enhancement agreements, employment equity, teaching resources About us —  governance, affiliation, member services, advisory committees, history, membership, locals, and provincial specialist associations (PSAs) Advocacy & Action —  lobbying, coalition building, campaigns Bargaining & Collective Agreements—  overview page linking to current bargaining information for the public. Bargaining information for members and local officers is in the member portal. Contact us — staff contacts, Executive Committee members, local presidents, PSA officers, contacts for specific information and services Email lists  —  list descriptions and instructions to join and leave BCTF and PSA lists Français —  for members with French as a first or working language (FFWL); includes publications and resources Health and Safety —  contacts, publications, workshops, Worksafe BC advocacy, advice to members Help   —  search and browsing features, A to Z index, content overview, member portal help guide Issues in Education — key issues relevant to public education in BC, including 21st century learning, class size and composition, testing, worklife, technology in education, inclusive education, school closures, teaching and educational leadership, Full-day Kindergarten Links  — comprehensive list of websites in the areas of education and labour; subject specific sites included on subject-related pages New Teachers — conference, grants, publications News & Events — BCTF calendar of events, PD calendar, newsroom, multimedia centre. The link to register online for BCTF sponsored events is in the member portal. Opportunities for members — awards, committee postings, PD postings, workshop facilitators' postings, staff vacancies, social justice grants and funds, teaching in BC Parents — home and school communication, supporting your child's learning, reading, special education, learning conditions, safety, hot topics, advocacy Professional Development — conferences and workshops, PD contacts, PSAs, Quality teaching/inquiry, teacher action research, peer support, APPLE PD bulletin Professional responsibility — BC Teachers' Council, ethical conduct, freedom of speech Publications — Teacher newsmagazine, newsletters and alerts, briefs and position papers, research reports, education facts Salary & Benefits — salary grids, Salary Indemnity Plan, Teacher Pension Plan, Health and Wellness Program (formerly Rehabilitation Program), financial assistance, RRSPs, leaves, travel insurance, voluntary life insurance Social Justice   —  action groups, grants & funds, issues (including poverty, antiracism, LGBTQ, peace and global education, environment and sustainability, status of women), programs, publications, conferences, workshops, calendar of events, publications, video resources Teachers teaching on call — policy & procedures, job search links, publications, employment insurance, workshops, seniority for all, tax information, health and safety Teaching resources — focus on BCTF and other Canadian resources for teachers, including lesson plans, global education resources, Aboriginal education resources, social justice resources, video resources for loan BCTF member portal (MyBCTF.ca) MyBCTF is a secure area on the BCTF website for BCTF members only. We refer to it as the BCTF member portal. In the last few years, many members have asked for a secure member-only portal, more use of electronic tools, opportunities for interaction and discussion in a non-public forum, and reduced paper use. MyBCTF is a major step forward in achieving those objectives. Members can login to the portal and register for BCTF events, change their membership profile information, access content targeted to members, and participate in online discussion forums. Finding information The site search box and the A to Z Index  on the public site are located on the top of every web page. The Quick Links drop down list connects you directly to popular topics. Our Help page links you to the additional tools you need to navigate easily through the site. The search feature in the member portal enables members to search for content in the portal only or search the entire BCTF website.)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9734,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 19, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 2006 BC's worst school just may be its best by Gary Mason According to the Fraser Institute’s most recent rankings of British Columbia elementary schools, the picture doesn’t get much grimmer than Roosevelt Park in Prince Rupert. Out of the 1,009 schools rated, Roosevelt Park and two others tied for last. What a morale booster for parents, students, and teachers at Roosevelt Park. The lousiest school in the province. Roosevelt Park’s overall rating out of 10 was 0.0% for 2004–05. That compares with St. George’s, an independent boys school in Vancouver, which scored a perfect 10. Of course, there are a few things that the rankings don’t take into account. You know, just little things the teachers at schools such as St. George’s and others never have to worry about. Like the fact that 71% of the children entering Kindergarten this year at Roosevelt Park were deemed "at risk." What does that mean? It means they did not possess the basic language skills children should possess by the time they’re ready to enter the school system. Many of the kids entering Kindergarten at Roosevelt Park don’t know their colours, for instance, don’t know the difference between an apple and a banana. Many of them have the language skills of a three-year-old. Or less. The Fraser Institute’s rankings are based on results from the Foundation Skills Assessment (FSA), a province-wide test in reading, writing, and numeracy. It is administered each spring to children in Grades 4 and 7. Oh yeah, that’s another thing about Roosevelt Park. Of the 20 pupils who took the FSA test in Grade 4 last year, only 11 had actually been in the school since Kindergarten. There is usually a 50% turnover of pupils from year to year. So, even though many of the children at Roosevelt taking the assessment test each year have received most of their schooling elsewhere, Roosevelt gets stuck with the results. Many of Roosevelt’s classrooms are filled with children who have "issues," as they say. Many are affected by fetal alcohol syndrome. In some classes there might be eight or nine children with special needs. Many children have witnessed horrible violence at home. Or have had to deal with other traumas. One girl just finishing Grade 6 at Roosevelt was recently asked by her teacher, as part of a class exercise, what her earliest childhood memory was. She said she remembered one night when she was seven being left at home alone by her mother who went out for a few drinks. When she didn’t return, the little girl decided to pack up her younger sisters—one was three, the other a newborn—because she feared the people from Children and Family Services would come and apprehend them. It was the middle of the night and the three had to descend a steep staircase from their house. The seven-year-old was trying to manage a buggy and lost control. It went rattling down the stairs with the baby in it, knocking over the three-year-old at the bottom. Thankfully, everyone was okay. By the time the girl told this story, she’d been in five foster homes. A couple of years ago, 40 of the school’s 200 pupils were in government care. That’s another thing the Fraser Institute rankings don’t tell you. Roosevelt Park offers suicide programs. Why? Because once a month or so, a child at the school discloses to someone that she or he is thinking of ending it all. Seems the kids at Roosevelt have things on their minds other than the FSA. Who would have thought? The "lousiest school in the province" has piloted a wonderful new program called Parents as Literacy Supporters, or PALS. It teaches parents how to help their children read and write. You see, many of the parents weren’t taught themselves. There’s another program called Parents and Children Education Services, or PACES. It’s also a first in British Columbia. It offers parents advice on basic parenting skills such as how to play with your children and how to stimulate their minds. At Roosevelt Park, as much of the work is about helping the parents as the students. Roosevelt Park has piloted a number of programs. In fact, it’s been so successful that educators from far and wide have arrived at the school to see the programs in action. The Prince Rupert Daily News did an article on the Fraser Institute’s latest rankings and how Roosevelt Park finished dead last. That must have made the kids feel even better about themselves, don’t you think? Steve Riley, the school’s principal, just shakes his head. What are you going to do? "We’re trying to fix kids here," he said in an interview. "That’s a bigger challenge than getting their FSA results up. There are so many factors in the kids’ lives here that affect their schooling, it’s not even funny." Factors the Fraser Institute’s rankings don’t take into account. Which is why the "lousiest school in the province" may just be the best. Reprinted with permission from The Globe and Mail, June 13, 2006, gmason@globeandmail.com. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=17452,BCTF News Releases  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources   For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development News Release Archives 2014  2013  2012    2011 2010  2009  2008 2007  2006  Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2009 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE February 4, 2009 Teachers vote to comply with LRB order BC Teachers have decided, in a province-wide vote, to support the recommendation of the BCTF Executive Committee that teachers comply, under protest, with the order of the Labour Relations Board. The vote was 83% in favour with 10,276 voting Yes and 2,097 voting No. The BCTF will cease and desist from advising members not to administer the Foundation Skills Assessment test. “We will be making it clear to parents and the public that we are in no way agreeing with, or are less concerned about, the tests and their continued use and misuse. We are disappointed that the government has chosen to ignore our professional concerns and advice on the use of the FSA,” said BCTF President Irene Lanzinger. “Teachers have serious concerns about the impact of the FSA on students and on public education. The minister of education could have dealt with this significant issue in a positive, proactive manner, but did not do so. Rather, she sat back while the BC Public School Employers’ Association took teachers to the Labour Relations Board.” Lanzinger thanked the members of the BCTF for their courageous stand based on their beliefs. “Teachers have put a great effort into speaking up for their students and will continue to do so.” Teachers firmly believe that FSAs do not help students learn or teachers teach. They are not used for report cards or to diagnose learning problems. The results are not used to determine which schools may need extra resources. FSAs take valuable time and precious resources away from teaching and learning. This vote does not end the BCTF’s campaign against FSA testing. “Even though the FSAs are going ahead, we cannot in good conscience recommend that any parent support the administration of the FSA to their child. We recommend to parents that they write a letter to the principal requesting that their child be exempted from FSA testing.” Lanzinger said the BCTF will continue to press for further meetings with the minister to seek a resolution to this issue. -  30  - For more information, contact Geoff Peters, Communications and Campaigns, at 604-871-1872 (office) or 604-785-4096 (cell). Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=26863&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > April 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 6, April 2012   La vague des EdCamps  Par Steve Roy   La vague des EdCamps (camp pédagogique en français) prend de plus en plus d'ampleur cette année au Canada. En 2011 il y en a eu à Vancouver, à Toronto et à Montréal. Depuis janvier 2012 deux EdCamps ont eu lieu dans le Vancouver métropolitain et plusieurs sont en préparation, dont un en français au mois de mai. Cet enthousiasme envers ce nouveau type de conférence est beaucoup dû au fait que c’est très facile et très peu cher des les organiser et que les enseignants discutent des sujets qui les intéressent. Petite histoire des EdCamps\CampEd   Les CampEd sont appelés en anglais des «un-Conferences», des conférences qui n’en sont pas vraiment, dans le sens qu’il n'y a pas d’atelier organisé à l’avance ni de conférencier vedette (keynote). Les seules choses qui sont planifiées à l’avance sont les grilles horaires et le déroulement de la journée. Le contenu des ateliers est décidé par les participants. Ces ateliers sont plus sur le format d'une conversation ou d'un partage autour d'un sujet que d'une présentation proprement dite car tout le monde est invité à partager et à collaborer. Ce modèle permet de faire en sorte que le vrai développement professionnel se produise non pas dans les couloirs entre les ateliers mais pendant les ateliers. Le site de EdCampMtl (ou CampEd ou camp pédagogique comme ils ont traduit) (http://edcamp.wikispaces.com/edcamp+Montréal) donne cette définition: • Un CampEd, c’est une journée pédagogique “off Broadway”. Les participants du préscolaire, du primaire, du secondaire et des écoles spécialisées s’y présentent le matin, prennent quelques minutes pour discuter, prendre un café et entendre un court mot de bienvenue. Ensuite, chacun est invité à s’inscrire librement à l'un des ateliers proposés. Jusque là, vous savez tous à quoi ça ressemble. La particularité d’un CampEd, c’est que n'importe qui peut proposer un atelier. Sur le champ. Sans avertir. • Vous voulez un exemple? Disons que l’atelier sur le continuum en lecture vous intéresse, vous y allez. Point. Pendant l’atelier, vous pensez que vous aimeriez beaucoup avoir la chance de discuter avec des collègues à propos des jeux de société en mathématique. Eh ben en sortant de l’atelier sur le continuum, vous vous rendez à l’accueil pour faire inscrire un nouvel atelier sur le grand babillard. “Jeux de société en mathématique” est maintenant offert à tous à la prochaine plage horaire disponible. Vos collègues ne cherchent pas des Grands Spécialistes mais plutôt des passionnés, curieux, généreux, ouverts et sympathiques. Comme vous. Un CampEd en français en Colombie-Britannique, pourquoi pas!   Au congrès de l’ACPI à Victoria en novembre 2011 plusieurs éducateurs ont manifesté le désir d’organiser un CampEd pour les éducateurs francophones et francophiles de la province. En janvier dernier, la première rencontre de planification s’est déroulée avec un petit comité lors de l’EdCamp de Port-Coquitlam. La date du camp est le samedi, 12 mai 2012 à l’école secondaire Jules-Verne du CSF à Vancouver. Pour plus d’information, consultez le site internet du CampEdFr à l’adresse suivante: http://campedfr.edublogs.org. Vous pouvez aussi écrire un courriel à l'adresse suivante: campedfr@gmail.com. Pour en savoir plus sur les EdCamps, allez au site suivant: http://edcamp.wikispaces.com.  Steve Roy, tangomanfromqc@yahoo.ca, Enseignant au secondaire à l'école Jules-Verne du CSF (SD 93) à Vancouver  )
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7270&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 4, January/February 2006 What have we gained? by Peter Owens Before our job action in October, the government claimed there were no problems in education and conditions in our schools were better than ever. Teachers were expected to accept zero improvements in students’ learning conditions and no increase in pay. Teachers’ voices were to be ignored or silenced. By taking a stand and exercising our right to withdraw our services, we brought about a number of positive changes. The government has acknowledged in public that class size and class composition are problems that need to be addressed. For the very first time, the government collected class-size data for every grade. The government has met at the Learning Round Table to explore solutions to problems teachers are facing in their classrooms. The Minister of Education has visited the BCTF building and met with BCTF representatives to discuss the concerns of teachers. As well, teachers have developed a more assertive attitude about having input into how decisions are made in their schools. Locals signed off on decisions on spending the $20 million allocated to the schools to alleviate class-size and composition problems. Teachers also signed off on plans to spend the money provided to the schools because of our strike. Teachers have expressed a sense of ownership over the funds being directed back to our classrooms. Following is a brief update on some of the benefits that came out of our strike and our courage to take a stand for public education. We know that this is only the beginning of the improvements we need to make to restore services for our students and ensure that there are no attempts to silence the voice of teachers in the future. $20 million for class size and composition The $20 million agreed to in Vince Ready’s recommendations ending our two-week strike has been allocated to schools to hire teachers, special education teachers, and learning assistance teachers to help with oversized classes and problems of class composition. The locals and school boards signed off on the best use of this money in each community. As a result, hundreds of additional teachers have been hired by districts and will be working with students. $40 million SIP rebate Cheques with rebates for teachers’ Salary Indemnity Plan contributions have been mailed to members’ homes. The rebate will cover SIP contributions for this school year. The $40 million is also part of the Ready agreement ending our strike and has been sent to teachers who were working in September 2005. TOC payment and seniority The BCTF met with the BC Public School Employers’ Association to negotiate TOC pay and seniority provisions provided by the Ready agreement. The parties agreed that we were far apart and needed to refer the matters to Ready for final and binding resolution. $40 million for grid harmonization We will meet with BCPSEA and attempt to negotiate an agreement on the use of the $40 million provided through the Ready agreement for grid harmonization. It is the intention of the BCTF to reduce the number of years it takes teachers to reach full salary. If no progress is made with BCPSEA, Ready will arbitrate a resolution. Teacher bargaining structure The government had earlier appointed Ready as an Industrial Inquiry Commissioner to recommend changes to the dysfunctional bargaining structure. BCPSEA has yet to negotiate an agreement since it was mandated that responsibility in 1994. The BCTF has had to negotiate with government, or Ready in the most recent set of negotiations, in order to achieve agreements. The BCTF is making the case with Ready that: The structure must be acceptable to both parties in order for it to work. We must be able to negotiate all the terms of our employment. We must have the right to strike. There must be a system to effectively address class size and composition. That local bargaining is the best method to meet the needs of students and teachers in different communities. The Learning Round Table BCTF representatives have been participating in the meetings of the Learning Round Table. To date, representatives of administrators, trustees, and superintendents have resisted the idea of firm class-size limits. This despite ministry information showing that there are over 9,000 Grade 4–12 classes with more than 30 students in them. However, at the primary level where there are firm limits, there are only 20 Kindergarten classes over 20 and 21 Grade 1–3 classes over 24. Specific classes over the limits are being grieved. We are continuing to meet at the round table and insisting on firm class-size limits in the School Act to protect our students’ learning conditions. Meetings with ministry BCTF representatives are also meeting separately with the minister of education to discuss concerns about class size and composition. These meetings are a result of our job action and the Ready recommendations. Minister Bond attended a meeting at the BCTF building on December 14, 2005, and was given a tour and explanation of the breadth of the work of the BCTF. $56 million "saved" by strike action The government has allocated $50 per student to each school district and $50 per student for schools to use to improve student learning. There is to be agreement between teachers, parents, and administrators for using the funds at the school level. There is to be agreement between the school boards and locals for the use of the district funds. Peter Owens is assistant director, BCTF Communications and Campaigns Division, and editor of Teacher newsmagazine.)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8996,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, Number 2, November/December 2003 Classified Ads TRAVEL / VACATION MAUI Privately owned, beautiful fully furn. 2 bd., 2 bath condo, across from Kamaole beaches. Great complex, great location. 250-598-6955, F: 250-598-6965. KIHEI, MAUI Large selection of fully equipped condos. Great beaches. Near shopping centre. Call Alf 604-291-1751, Fax: 604-291-9773, kihei@telus.net WHISTLER waterfront 1 bd. fully stocked condo. Newly renovated, cozy & bright. 3 min. drive to village. Sleeps 4, Carol 604-209-7220. BLACKCOMB Luxury, sleeps 4. ski in/ out. 604-929-6589, www.at-blackcomb.com SUNSHINE COAST (Halfmoon Bay) cozy cedar cottage, sleeps 4-6, fantastic ocean view, F/P, BBQ. Call 604-885-7606 or www.blackberrycottagebc.com FRANCE privately owned, beautiful furn. 1 bd. central Paris; Provence lovely furnished house close to Avignon. Wkly/monthly. 604-738-1876 or 604-298-3904. WHISTLER Alta Lake, waterfront, 1 bd. condo, 1 km to village, sleeps 4, F/P, TV/VCR, summer/winter rates 604-298-2070. WHISTLER GETAWAY Pinecrest Estates, 5 bd. 1400 sq.ft. cabin. sauna, deck with BBQ, fully equip. kitchen. D/W, W/D, wood stove (wood provided). Rates from $170/nt. (seasonal). glush@shaw.ca or Jill or Gerry 604-936-3346. TOFINO Chesterman Beach across the street. Cozy cottage, fully equip., avail. year-round, $100/night (seasonal), $80 off season. 604-581-3964. HOME AWAY FROM HOME Beautiful Lake Okanagan view homes and spacious Apex Mountain ski cabin. Avail. by weekend or week. 250-494-0872. QUEEN CHARLOTTE ISLANDS. Fabulous "mothership" kayaking, wilderness adventure, unforgettable experiences. 1-888-559-8317, www.island.net/~archipel. BLACKCOMB Luxury 2 bd/loft, 3 bath, sleeps 7, ski-in/out. 604-940-0156. LONG BEACH Furnished 2 bd. suite, sleeps 6. Pets on approval. Near Ucluelet, 10 min. drive from Pacific Rim Park. 250-726-2311, www.island.net/~s-kayak MEXICAN CULTURAL ADVENTURES Mountain villages, tropical beaches, nature, walks, wildlife, birding; ancient pyramids & native culture; healing, plants, traditional crafts (weaving, pottery, carving…). Meet the people. Affordable custom tours. www.backcountrymexico.com, 604-251-1425 VANCOUVER HARBOUR VIEW APT. Fully furn. 2 bd., 2 bath, steps to Sea Wall and Robson St. $1050/wk., $2950/mo. phone 250-492-6871. WHISTLER 1 bd. condo (Whistler Creekside) sleeps 4, F/P, hot tub, swimming pool, sauna. Kitchen fully equipped. Underground parking. Close to lift and stores. Call early to book and avoid disappointment. Call Jan at 604-530-0958. MAYNE ISLAND Sunny retreat, 2 bd. & loft, fully equipped, N/S, 1 blk. from Dinner Bay Park. Call 604-264-1855, 604-838-5995. TRAVEL DEALS for teachers! www.memberstravel.ca WHISTLER, Alta Lake Getaway. Tranquility, only min. from the village. Sleeps 6, F/P, canoe. Call 604-850-1017 or 604-941-7302. Visit www.members.shaw.ca/ruhl WHISTLER TOWNHOUSE Sleeps 8, fully equip. 604-985-7669 or Gary 604-669-7212. SAN JOSE DEL CABO Two 1-bd. condos for rent. On golf course. 5 min. walk to beach. 250-724-0893, 250-723-4737. WHISTLER Creekside townhouse for rent. Sleeps 8, 2 baths, view of Alpha Lake. 604-535-3447. SPRING BREAK, Mar. 19–24, Washington, Resort on Wapato Point, Lake Chelan, 1 bd., sleeps 5, 5 hr. drive from Vancouver. $900.cdn, 604-522-1109. WHISTLER 1 bd. condo in Creekside area. Very affordable rates. Comfortably sleeps 4. Call 604-209-7027 or e-mail jo-anne.hibbert@telus.com DISCOVER FRANCE ON TWO WHEELS! Explore the river valleys of France, cycle through fields of sunflowers, past magnificent chateaux and picturesque villages. Guided by the unbound enthusiasm of a Francophile teacher, the 10-day tours depart July 7th for Burgundy; and July 20th and 31st to the Loire. www.travellers-tale.com, E-mail info@travellers-tale.com Exclusive to Panorama Travel 1-800-320-3377, BC Reg #2683. COTTAGE AT SECRET COVE (Sunshine Coast) waterfront cottage near Sechelt for daily or weekly rental, fully equipped, 2 bd. private, quiet. Call Leigh 604-885-1921 or A Cottage at Secret Cove, www.bigpacific.com MEXICO–SPRING BREAK! Puerto Vallarta 5-star luxury beachfront accommodation–half price. Other dates/locations available. 604-534-4729. ARE YOU INTERESTED in being a part of a Whistler ski condo for the 2003–04 season? For more information, call 604-209-7027 or e-mail jo-anne.hibbert@telus.com DIVERS PARADISE BnB located in lovely south kona on the big island of Hawaii. Only 2 rooms of this 3 bd. bed & breakfast are rented out. All rooms have 180-degree spectacular ocean views, not to mention 3 acres of beautiful tropical landscapes in which to stroll and a very secluded private beach nearby the property to watch the dolphins. A hearty breakfast is served each morning. All rooms have ensuite private baths, private enterace, and private lanai. Call (808) 328-8073 or see our website www.diversparadisebnb.com   FOR RENT / EXCHANGE VANCOUVER/KITSILANO 3 bd., den, fully furn. house with deck and yard. 2 F/P, near school and park w/tennis courts, near beach, UBC. $2000/mo. January to August 2004. 604-732-5428, phil_jane@hotmail.com WHITE ROCK, BC—XMAS 2003 Dec. 20– Jan03/04 (3500 sq.ft. executive home with view, hot tub, 5 bd. etc. 604-541-8776, www.sunsetinnbednb.com COURTENAY, BC Fully furn. charming 4 bd. character home for rent from Jan. 1 to April 1, 2004. 250-338-8082. RENT IN INTERIOR BC Fully furn. condo, May–Aug. 2004. View, private garden, close to many venues. $700/mo. Phone Ashcroft 250-453-9964.   RESOURCES GRAPPLE—GET HOOKED on prefixes, suffixes and roots! Teaching how words work? Here’s a fun new way to learn! GRAPPLE allows up to five players to form words combining cards from three separate decks. Who can get rid of all their cards first? Find out more at www.serendipitygames.net MANUAL FOR PARAGRAPH & ESSAY WRITING Designed for teachers/parents of weaker or remedial students. To order, send $10.75 plus $1.60 postage to Avstan Publications, #18, 8533 Broadway St., Chilliwack, BC V2P 5V4. Ph/Fax: 604-792-0839. RHYME, READ & WRITE© …teaching early literacy skills K-2 through the magic of rhyme. Reproducible materials for teachers and students. Over 60 theme-related rhyme packages. $10 ea. or 3/$25 plus shipping. thecupboard@dccnet.com, www.theclassroomcupboard.com SCIENCE ACTIVITIES for the visual learner. Designed for junior science and senior biology in BC. To order, phone 604-852-0923 or e-mail davidhague@uniserve.com, www.visuallearner.ca ALPHASONGS 26 songs produced by Kindergarten teacher/professional musician. Designed to help beginning readers master alphabet, phonemic awareness. Blues, rock, country, pop. Positive effect on reading. Useful in Kindergarten, Grade 1, ESL, speech. $20 plus S&H. Paul 604-850-6748, f: 604-850-5370, info@annieape.com   MISCELLANEOUS www.localtutorlink.com RETIRING? Undecided about the Joint Life Option? Order Choosing the Right Options, a straightforward guide/ workbook for selecting the best option for your situation. Cost: $15 (taxes incl.) Mail Ken Smith, 5120 Ewart St., Burnaby, BC V5J 2W2 or phone BCTF Lesson Aids. MASTER OF SPECIAL EDUCATION by coursework offered by Flinders University of S. Australia is recognized by the B.C. Teacher Qualification Service. The degree is available entirely in distance mode. Applications are invited now for commencement of study in 2004. More information at: http://ehlt-online.flinders.edu.au/bc or from the program co-ordinator, Bernice.Burnip@flinders.edu.au TRAVEL AND TEACH ENGLISH OVERSEAS. Jobs $$ guaranteed, great pay. TESOL certified in 5 days in-class (or online or by correspondence). Attend a free info seminar. Free infopack. 1-888-270-2941 or www.globaltesol.com PETER AUSTEN’S EVEREST EXPERIENCE® offers KEYNOTES and is THE leadership/ teambuilding seminar for professional development. Details and VIDEOS at www.austeneverest.com, e-mail: peter@austeneverest.com VARIETY—THE CHILDREN’S CHARITY OF BC Working with children is your special passion. Leave a legacy in your will for BC’s special kids. It will be your gift of a lifetime, providing you and your estate with significant tax benefits. Confirm now or call for more information. Speak with Peter Chipman, toll free 1-800-381-2040 or e-mail: peter.chipman@variety.bc.ca TEACHERS work online. $500–$2000+ PT/FT, www.agoldmineonline.com EXPERIENCED CAREGIVER available to assist the elderly and physically challenged. Good refs. Gabriela 604-688-1476, 604-771-3863. CONDO FOR SALE 2 bd. condo in Surrey. Vaulted ceiling, spacious, like new. $125,000 obo. 604-951-4419. REDUCE NECK & BACK PAIN with a reading and writing easel. Until Dec. 12 only $14.99, Garthcan@shaw.ca EARN $5000 MONTHLY with your teaching skills. Free report. Moore, 193 Balmoral, Brantford, ON N3R 7S2. DUTHIE BOOKCASES’ Dictionary Stand/Podium is a beautiful and useful addition to classrooms and libraries and an excellent tool for teachers. Duthie Bookcases also make wonderful graduation or retirement presents. Handcrafted in solid native BC hardwoods. View the complete line of bookcases at www.duthiebookcases.com TEACH IN CHINA. Unique opportunity to teach oral English to primary students/ adults. Administration includes permanent Canadian staff. Forward resume to e-mail Tomlin1968@sohu.com NEW HARDCOVER Canadian Communications Technology textbook. Print and CD-ROM versions for students and teachers. Visit www.digitaloverdrive.ca or call 905-332-5712. FOR SALE. 1998, 25’ Aerolite family trailer. V.g. condition, sleeps 6, bunks, fully equipped. One family owner. $13,500. Surrey 604-535-3447. LIVE IN THE GULF ISLANDS! Beautiful retirement environment on Gabriola Island! Easy access. Only 20 min. from Nanaimo. Visit online at www.realestate-gabriola.com to see for yourself! Buy now, retire later! Email: jheira@realestate-gabriola.com or phone 1-800-205-8080. Jheira Springford, Coast Realty (Gabriola Village). MISSING HEIR. Johann Olaf Baumgartner, late of Salt Spring Island, BC, died September 25, 2002. It is believed that Mr. Baumgartner may have left a daughter, who would have been born in the early 1950’s. If you believe you are, or know of, this individual, please contact: Ian H. Clement, Solicitor, #1, 105 Rainbow Road, Salt Spring Island, BC V8K 2V5 LOOK TO SHARE OFFICE on Lonsdale in North Vancouver. Suitable for therapy, tutoring, etc. Conversation area, work table, play & art space. Reasonable rent/flexible hours. Debbie Walsh, M.Ed., R.C.C. 604-341-5865. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141007,www.huffingtonpost.ca,http://www.huffingtonpost.ca/2014/10/06/20-abandoned-puppies-battleford_n_5940530.html?utm_hp_ref=canada-alberta,20 Abandoned Puppies Brought To Battleford's Humane Society (PHOTOS) View mobile site October 7, 2014 Huffpost Canada Alberta ca Edition: ca Show/Hide Brasil BR Canada CA Deutschland DE España ES France FR Italia IT 日本 (Japan) JP 한국 (Korea) KR Maghreb MG United Kingdom UK United States US Region: AB Show/Hide All Canada Alberta British Columbia Québec (en français) Follow Newsletters Get Canada AlbertaNewsletters Email address Enter Email Address Huffington Post Search Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search iOS app Android app More Log in Create Account Notifications 0 $USERNAME Profile Settings Logout FRONT PAGE Politics Ford Still Doesn't Understand Racism 51 Kenney Posts Photos Of Iraqi Children To Make Case For ISIL Airstrikes 91 Clinton: Canadian Help In ISIL Fight 'Indispensable' 44 Unvetted Judge Joins Supreme Court 42 Canada Sends Advance Team To Middle East 109 Go to Politics More in Politics The Pulse Stephen Harper You Might Also Like US Politics UK Politics Business Porn Company Has A Raunchy Deal For Air Canada Pilots 3 Sun News Just Lost Its Main Source Of Content; What Now? 48 Canadian Cities Surprisingly Unpopular Destinations For Workers 0 This Is How You Rack Up U.S. Roaming Charges While In Canada 14 Look What China Might Actually Build 47 Go to Business More in Business Small Business Money You Might Also Like Tech TechCrunch Autoblog WorldPost Spanish Nurse First To Contract Ebola Outside West Africa 518 It's Been 3 Weeks Since Anyone's Seen Kim And Rumors Are Swirling 91 3 New Findings On ISIS Weapons That You Should Know About 0 Kurds Face Massacre In Syrian Border Town As Turkey Just Watches 334 American Held Hostage By ISIS: 'I Am Obviously Pretty Scared To Die' 70 Go to WorldPost More in WorldPost Foreign Affairs World Elections Arab Uprising Afghanistan War Syria Crisis You Might Also Like Travel Impact Living 100 Pumpkin Carvings That Will Inspire You 0 Fried Maple Leaves Are A Delicacy In Japan, And We're Jealous 6 WATCH: HuffPost Readers School Us On Toronto's Real Must-Eats 2 Toronto Dubbed Fourth Most Livable City In The World 0 33 Signs You Live In Liberty Village 1 Go to Living You Might Also Like Healthy Living Food Recipes Divorce Women Parentdish Green Post50 Weddings Style Best Halloween Costumes For Men And Women 0 Most Offensive Products In Retail 3 Canadian Model Coco Rocha Is Pregnant! 4 LOOK: Matthew McConaughey Wears 'Dazed And Confused' T-Shirt 1 Go to Style More in Style Beauty Fashion Celeb Style Entertaining and Etiquette Stylelist Canada Wedding Style Home Style You Might Also Like Style (U.S.) Weddings Stylelist Canada Entertainment Kris Jenner Opens Up About The Late Robert Kardashian 6 Blake Lively Is Pregnant! 30 Mariah Carey Proves She's Not Lip-Synching 42 Is This Where George Clooney And Amal Alamuddin Honeymooned? 7 Pregnant Kelly Rowland Poses Topless In Black And White Photo Shoot 2 Go to Entertainment You Might Also Like Music Celebrity TV Moviefone Arts The Glamorous History Of Pin-Up Like You've Never Seen It Before 3 1 Here Are A Bunch Of F*cking Delightful Artsy Cat Photos. You're Welcome. 3 This Is What It Really Looks Like To Be A Modern Day Nun 8 New Animation-Inspired Art Show Will Make You Yearn For Saturday Morning Cartoons 0 Go to Arts You Might Also Like Books Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Religion Alberta 20 Puppies Found Abandoned In Field 6 Anti-Abortion Postcard Targets Tory MP.. Again 26 Mystery 'GPO Girl' Turns Up In Calgary 0 Jim Prentice: Time A Critical Factor In Alberta Worker Shortage 12 Go to Alberta More in Alberta Alberta Politics Alberta Business Alison Redford Calgary Edmonton British Columbia B.C. Teen Killed By Train Was Wearing Headphones, Texting: RCMP 13 Anthem Singer's Fall Is Lesson In Showmanship 3 Pastafarian Loses B.C. Driver's Licence Over Holy Colander 0 Elderly Asian Women Attacked In Vancouver 0 Lawyers Of Convicted Surrey Six Gangsters Want Mistrial 3 Go to British Columbia More in British Columbia B.C. Politics B.C. Business Christy Clark Vancouver All Sections News Canada Politics Canada Business US Politics US Business World Media Sports Education Crime Weird News Good News Daily Finance Entertainment Entertainment Music TV Celebrity Comedy Arts Books Moviefone Life & Style Living Style Home Healthy Living Taste Weddings Travel Parents Divorce HuffPost 50 Marlo Thomas OWN Tech & Science Tech Science Green Techcrunch Engadget TUAW Joystiq Voices Impact Women Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Religion College Teen Local Quebec (French) Calgary Montreal Ottawa Toronto Vancouver Winnipeg Mapquest Patch.com Our Mobile Apps: iPhone iPad HuffPost Live iPad Android Phone Android Tablet Alberta Alberta Politics Alberta Business Alison Redford Calgary Edmonton Mystery 'GPO Girl' Turns Up In Calgary 2014-10-06 17:26:49 Anti-Abortion Postcard Targets Tory MP.. Again 2014-10-06 15:12:08 Dozens Of Dead Cats Found, Another 62 Euthanized 2014-10-07 13:01:57 LOOK: The Biggest And Best Companies To Work For In Alberta 2014-10-04 10:28:00 3 Dead In Rural Alberta Shooting 2014-10-03 14:18:20 Prentice Promises To Do Better By First Nations 2014-10-06 13:30:07 Alberta Sausage Recall 2014-10-06 12:05:38 No Drinks For You, Cardston 2014-10-07 00:10:49 Mom Desperately Seeking Stem Cell Match 2014-10-02 13:27:50 Jim Prentice: Time A Critical Factor In Alberta Worker Shortage 2014-10-05 10:55:57 100 Years After Ban, Small Town Votes On Liquor Sales 2014-10-06 04:00:11 Construction Worker Hit By Semi On Highway 63 2014-10-07 08:35:49 Man Who Shot Gas Station Clerk In Face Sentenced 2014-10-06 15:10:47 These Benches = A Delightful Calgary Mystery 2014-10-03 13:00:27 Previous Story Next Story 20 Abandoned Puppies Brought To Battleford's Humane Society (PHOTOS) The Huffington Post Alberta Posted: 10/06/2014 1:33 pm EDT Updated: 10/06/2014 4:59 pm EDT They were most likely being used as coyote bait, but 20 abandoned puppies will instead become beloved pets after a farmer luckily spotted them in a field. | Battleford's Humane Society Share Tweet Email Comment tumblr reddit They were most likely being used as coyote bait, but 20 abandoned puppies will instead become beloved pets after a farmer luckily spotted them in a field. Greg Zubiak, a Saskatchewan hunter, was scouting hunting locations near North Battleford last Friday, when he came across several boxes containing three-to-six-week-old puppies. "As I walked up, they all just kind of looked at me and I guess my moose hunt was over. I just said, 'OK, come on,' and as soon as I said that, they all come running to me," Zubiak told CBC News about his chance encounter. Zubiak says he wrapped the puppies in his extra hunting gear, trying to warm them up, before he loaded them into his truck and brought them to Battleford's Humane Society. According to the shelter, the animals were dehydrated and flea-bitten, but are on the road to recovery. They say the response to the dogs has been overwhelming. Story continues below the slideshow: Close  Battleford Puppies Rescued of   Greg Zubiak, a Saskatchewan hunter, was scouting hunting locations near North Battleford, when he came across several boxes containing three-to-six-week-old puppies. NEXT: More photos of adorable puppies, in case you didn't get enough! NEW YORK, NY - JANUARY 30: Gibbs, a Golden Retriever puppy poses for pictures as the American Kennel Club Announces Most Popular Dogs in the U.S. on January 30, 2013 in New York City. (Photo by Gary Gershoff/Getty Images for the American Kennel Club) A view of a puppy at the North Shore Animal League America's Tour For Life Pet Adoption Event on April 26, 2012 in New York, United States. (Photo by Cindy Ord/Getty Images) A Samoyed puppy waits with its owner in a park as Beijing enjoys a pollution free spring day on April 18, 2013. The breed which is originally from Siberia were used to herd reindeer and pull sleds and were able to survive the harsh winters with their thick coats. AFP PHOTO/Mark RALSTON Two Beagle puppies play as the American Kennel Club officials announce their annual list of the most popular dog breeds in the U.S January 27, 2010 in New York. (DON EMMERT/AFP/Getty Images) Puppies watch on at a police dog training base September 16, 2005 in Beijing, China. The dogs are trained by a police squad to learn identifying, catching, tracking and other skills. According to the Ministry of Public Security, there is an estimate of over 10,000 working police dogs in China. These dogs are divided into 30 kinds according to international conventions and are widely used in police work, rescue and military missions. (Photo by China Photos/Getty Images) A view of a puppy at the North Shore Animal League America's Tour For Life Pet Adoption Event on April 26, 2012 in New York, United States. (Photo by Cindy Ord/Getty Images) A view of a puppy at the North Shore Animal League America's Tour For Life Pet Adoption Event on April 26, 2012 in New York, United States. (Photo by Cindy Ord/Getty Images) NEW YORK, NY - JANUARY 30: Dominique, a Bulldog puppy poses for pictures as the American Kennel Club Announces Most Popular Dogs in the U.S. on January 30, 2013 in New York City. (Photo by Gary Gershoff/Getty Images for the American Kennel Club) A wolf plays with a one-month-old puppy in its enclosure of Berlin's Zoo on May 31, 2013 in Berlin. AFP PHOTO / JOHANNES EISELE Puppies just born by a sniffer dog sleep at a police dog training base September 16, 2005 in Beijing, China. The dogs are trained by a police squad to learn identifying, catching, tracking and other skills. According to the Ministry of Public Security, there is an estimate of over 10,000 working police dogs in China. These dogs are divided into 30 kinds according to international conventions and are widely used in police work, rescue and military missions. (Photo by China Photos/Getty Images) A Mastiff puppy rests during the XVIIIth International Dog exhibition on November 8, 2009 in Prague. (MICHAL CIZEK/AFP/Getty Images) A three-day-old Labradoodle puppy is shown to the press at the Uri Bekman's 'World of Dogs' kennel in Pardesia, 30 kms north of Tel Aviv 07 December 2005. (YOAV LEMMER/AFP/Getty Images) Three-day-old Labradoodle puppies nap at the Uri Bekman's 'World of Dogs' kennel in Pardesia, 30 kms north of Tel Aviv 07 December 2005. (YOAV LEMMER/AFP/Getty Images) A seven week old Daschund cross puppy waits to be re-homed at the Cheshire Dogs Home on January 4, 2010 in Warrington, England. (Photo by Christopher Furlong/Getty Images) Three-year-old Galia suckles her first litter of six puppies on June 4, 2009 at the Barry Foundation Great St. Bernard breeding kennels in Martigny, Western Switzerland. (FABRICE COFFRINI/AFP/Getty Images) Two-week-old puppies play on June 4, 2009 at the Barry Foundation Great St. Bernard breeding kennels in Martigny, Western Switzerland. (FABRICE COFFRINI/AFP/Getty Images) Two-week-old Saint Bernard puppies play at the Barry Foundation breeding kennels in Martigny on June 4, 2009. The Saint Bernard dog was once the ubiquitous companion of monks at the monastery tucked 2,500m above sea level, guiding them through the Alps or helping them to rescue stranded or lost travellers in the snowy mountains. However, there are no longer any such dogs living permanently at the monastery these days. In fact, the monks decided five years ago to part ways with their pedigree breeding programme, as the work became too much for the four monks living permanently at the monastery to handle. The breeding kennels faced the risk of being shut permanently if not for a group of Swiss bankers and animal-lovers who set up the Barry Foundation to buy the breeding programme. (FABRICE COFFRINI/AFP/Getty Images) Two puppies play as American Kennel Club officials announce their annual list of the most popular dog breeds in the U.S January 27, 2010 in New York. (DON EMMERT/AFP/Getty Images) A volunteer holds up a puppy that was born after its mother has been rescued from a truck, in an animal hospital in Beijing, China, Tuesday, April 19, 2011. Chinese animal lovers mobilized by online calls for help blockaded a truck of hundreds of dogs being shipped off for food in a rare, permitted display of social action amid a broad crackdown on most kinds of activism. (AP Photo) Nine Rhodesian Ridgeback puppies from a litter of 17 look out of their box in Nauen, 50 kilometers outside Berlin on Monday, Dec. 20, 2010. On Sept 28, and 29, 4 year old Ridgeback Etana had 17 puppies. All of them survived. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber) Seven Rhodesian Ridgeback puppies from a litter of 17 look out of their box in Nauen, 50 kilometers outside Berlin on Monday, Dec. 20, 2010. On Sept 28, and 29, the 4 years old Ridgeback Etana had 17 puppies. All of them survived. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber) A puppy is transported in a child's push chair, on a snowy street downtown Bucharest, Romania, Friday, Dec. 17, 2010. (AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda) A seven week old Border Collie puppy rests after frolicking with its sibblings in their garden as outdoors temperatures dropped below minus 10 degrees celsius in the village of Bodice on December 16, 2010. (JOE KLAMAR/AFP/Getty Images) A seven-week old Border Collie puppy rests after a play with its siblings in their garden as outdoors temperatures dropped below minus 10 degrees celsius in the village of Bodice on December 16, 2010. (JOE KLAMAR/AFP/Getty Images) Six-month old Chihuahua puppies, Ellie, left, and Gulliver, right, nuzzle together at the Massachusetts Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, in Methuen, Mass. Wednesday, June 15, 2011. The already adopted puppies, born without front legs, were fitted with wheels made by Eddie's Wheels of Shelburne, Mass. and are training to walk and run with them. (AP Photo/Elise Amendola) Puppies run at a playground in the K9 school and hospital of the Middle East Kennel Cub at Nahr al-Kalb area, north of Beirut, on October 27, 2010. The Club, which is the largest in the Middle East, has more than 400 dogs and clients bring their pets to be trained, bred and hospitalized. (JOSEPH EID/AFP/Getty Images) In this handout image provided by Pucchin Dog's, 'Love-Kun', a 3-day old chihuahua puppy with heart-shaped markings is presented to the media with his brothers at Pucchin Dog's on August 6, 2009 in Odate, Akita prefecture, Japan. The new puppy is the brother of 2-year old chihuahua 'Heart-Kun' who was also born with a perfect heart-shaped marking on his back from the same parents. (Photo by Pucchin Dog's via Getty Images) This photo provided by the Chicago Zoological Society shows 10 African wild dog puppies, six males and four females, huddling with their mother, Kim, at Brookfield Zoo in Broofield, Ill. (AP Photo/Chicago Zoological Society, Jim Schulz) In this Thursday, May 19, 2011, photo, Bonnie, a basset hound, nurses her puppies at an animal rescue facility in South Knox County, Tenn. Bonnie and Clyde, the father of her puppies, are being cared for by At Risk Intervention animal rescue, after being saved from flood waters in Arkansas. (AP Photo/The Knoxville News Sentinel, Paul Efird) Two adopted stray dogs play at an animal shelter on December 15, 2006 in the outskirts of Xian of Shaanxi Province, China. The animal shelter, established by Chinese animal lover Dai Shuqing, is located at an abandoned warehouse which houses some 100 dogs and costs over 2,000 yuan (about US $255) per month. (Photo by China Photos/Getty Images) Golden Retriever puppies with their handlers as the American Kennel Club officials announce their annual list of the most popular dog breeds in the U.S January 27, 2010 in New York. (DON EMMERT/AFP/Getty Images) Susan Thomson holds a three-week-old Chihuahua puppy named Tom Thumb on April 7, 2009 in Renton, Scotland. An unofficial measurement taken by the owner makes Tom Thumb approximately 6 inches long. (Photo by Jeff J Mitchell/Getty Images) A dog suckles her puppies on February 16, 2009 at Halikisla village of Kars, eastern Turkey near the border with Armenia. (MUSTAFA OZER/AFP/Getty Images) A six month old Weimaraner puppy guards his master during Slovakia's national canine all breeds competition in Banska Bystrica on 6 May 2007. (JOE KLAMAR/AFP/Getty Images) Portuguese Podengo puppies are displayed for the media during the launch of the Crufts Dog Show Febuary 24, 2004 in London, England. (Photo by Scott Barbour/Getty Images)  Share  Tweet  ✖ Advertisement Share this ✖ close Current Slide By Saturday, the Humane Society's Facebook post garnered more than 50,000 views, with people around the world offering to help. The shelter says until they find suitable homes for the dogs, they are accepting donations of puppy food, kennels, teddy bears, and money to cover vet bills. Anyone who wants to help is encouraged to visit the Humane Shelter's Facebook page or website. Also on HuffPost: More: North Battleford Humane Society Battleford Puppies Glaslyn Puppies 20 Puppies 20 Abandoned Puppies Puppies Found in Glaslyn Field Saskatchewan Puppies Abandoned Puppies Saskatchewan Glaslyn Puppies Rescued Puppies Adoption Battleford Puppies Adoption Battleford Humane Society North Battleford Puppies Glaslyn Puppies Adoption Suggest a correction Around the Web Battlefords Humane Society busy after hunter finds 20 puppies in ... HUNTER HAPPENS ACROSS 20 ABANDONED... - Black Dog ... Battleford's Humane Society | Facebook Twenty Puppies Found - Bubblews Battlefords Humane Society busy after hunter finds 20 puppies in field near ...   Click here to view Conversations Conversations Most Popular 20 Puppies Found Abandoned In Field Battleford's Humane Society Anti-Abortion Postcard Targets Tory MP.. Again Mystery 'GPO Girl' Turns Up In Calgary Calgary Police Service LOOK: The Biggest And Best Companies To Work For In Alberta Hero Images via Getty Images Dozens Of Dead Cats Found, Another 62 Euthanized PhotoAlto/Odilon Dimier via Getty Images 3 Dead In Rural Alberta Shooting Rolf Hicker via Getty Images Framers Charged With Setting Devastating Condo Fire Photograph by Dann McKenzie- www.fineartphoto.ca via Getty Images Alberta Sausage Recall Brian Jackson via Getty Images Boars Going Hog Wild In Alberta Sylvain Cordier via Getty Images Missing Boy Found With Puppy By His Side Vicky Kasala via Getty Images No Drinks For You, Cardston Luca Francesco Giovanni Bertolli via Getty Images Jim Prentice: Time A Critical Factor In Alberta Worker Shortage CP Low Dollar Could Hurt High-Flying Albertans Blue Mountain Images via Getty Images 100 Years After Ban, Small Town Votes On Liquor Sales taketan via Getty Images Man Who Shot Gas Station Clerk In Face Sentenced Hemera Technologies via Getty Images Mom Desperately Seeking Stem Cell Match McLash Family These Benches = A Delightful Calgary Mystery Twitter: benchprojectyyc Prentice Promises To Do Better By First Nations howardpa58 | Flickr Construction Worker Hit By Semi On Highway 63 JannHuizenga via Getty Images Alberta Coal Mine Once Worth $1 Billion Sold For $2 L. LEFKOWITZ via Getty Images FOLLOW HUFFPOST Email Email Address Options HuffPost Daily Brief Alberta Get top stories and blog posts emailed to me each day.. Facebook HuffPost Alberta Twitter HuffPost Follow Alberta Follow Google Plus HuffPost Alberta RSS The Huffington Post Alberta All RSS / Feeds Phone Available on the App Store Android App on Google Play Get it at Blackberry App World Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search advertise log in make HuffPost your home page RSS careers FAQ user agreement privacy policy comment policy about us about our ads contact us Copyright ©2014 TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. "The Huffington Post" is a registered trademark of TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. All rights reserved. Part of HPMG News Use this form to alert a HuffPost editor about a factual or typographical error in this story. Notify message * Required * * * What kind of error is this? Choose an option Factual or typographical Comment moderation problem Rights and permissions Other * What is the correction? 0 count Describe the error here (1,000 character limit) * Type the words below so we know you are not a cyborg Sign me up for The Huffington Post's Daily Brief Thank you!)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=27934&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 25, Number 1, September 2012   Adult ed programs all but eliminated  By Lynda Toews   The level of education of parents directly impacts the well-being of their children. It impacts their ability to provide for their children, and the degree of success those children are likely to have in school. There is an invisible but growing issue regarding poverty and access to education among adults. The issue isn’t so much that we see impoverished students, although we do, but over the years, we see fewer and fewer of them. The adult programs have become less and less accessible to families, communities, and individuals struggling with poverty. In fact, the numbers of adult education students living in poverty is diminishing (my observation and that of many of my colleagues—who would fund such a study?) because of various factors, most especially the hydra heads of funding and accessibility. There are inadequate spaces for the need, but this fact is lost because the programs have become less and less accessible to the people who need them the most. Location is a key aspect of this. People living in poverty don’t have the time or the resources to access transit to travel to a remote location for classes. Adult education programs in a number of Lower Mainland districts are located well away from the neighbourhoods of highest need. They are accessible to adults who drive cars, and who either have no young children, or who can arrange or afford childcare while they are not earning wages. Furthermore, self-paced programs have been all but eliminated in the Lower Mainland. These were programs that provided flexibility to students working shifts, those whose employment was insecure and irregular, or those with health or transportation issues. These programs also provided the one-on-one attention required by students struggling with substance abuse, mental health issues, or greater educational needs. What these programs could never provide is excess revenue. It is not possible to give one-on-one instruction to the equivalent of 30 students per class. The students who most desperately need these programs will not find success in overfull, structured classes. They become another statistic, another example of the poor success rates in adult education programs, which are, of course, the teacher’s fault. In Surrey, we are told that these programs have been dropped because they are “unsustainable.” In Vancouver, we read of the consultant’s recommendation of “ending continuing education programs that don’t make money.” (“Deloitte review of B.C. education spending prompts concerns about privatization,” Janet Steffenhagen, Vancouver Sun, August 16, 2012) This is an astonishing phrase; it isn’t enough that the program overall is more than self-sustaining, but that each part of the program must be revenue-generating. Aside from the tragedy that this represents for those adults sinking deeper into poverty, it reveals an attitude endemic to the administration of adult education programs: the prime objective is not education, but profit. There are two groups of adults who desperately need access to appropriate adult learning opportunities—Aboriginal adults and immigrant adults. Drop-out rates are high among both of these groups of people, as is the incidence of poverty. Access to appropriate education services for each group would have an impact on their poverty, and that of their children, but it might not be easy or inexpensive to provide. These students don’t need “continuing education”—they need to be able to successfully complete their education as adults in a more appropriate and responsive environment than the one that failed them before. A self-paced program may not be the appropriate model for these adults, but rest assured, the appropriate environment is unlikely to generate income. Why should it be? No one should make a profit on the poverty of others and fixing your mistakes should never be considered a revenue-generating opportunity.  Lynda Toews, chairperson, BCTF Adult Education Advisory Committee   )
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9908,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2002 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 2, Nov./Dec. 2002 Take action to protect learning conditions Sign our firm limits online petition to urge the B.C. government to return protections for learning conditions to the collective agreement. When learning conditions were included in the collective agreement, students were in smaller classes and the support for students with special needs was maintained. Effective July 1, 2002, the B.C. Liberal government removed learning conditions from the collective agreement. Since September 2002, the size of classes has increased and the services provided by specialist teachers such as librarians, counsellors, learning assistance teachers, ESL, and others have been cut. At the same time as the number of students in each class increased, supports for students with special needs were reduced. Go to www.bctf.ca/firmlimits. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7866,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 3, November/December 2004 Is this supervision or is it evaluation? by Peter McCue How do you know if learning is being supervised or if you are being evaluated? There is a difference between supervision and evaluation. Under Section 4.5 (7) of the School Act Regulations, principals do have the authority to supervise. Under Section 4.5, they also have the responsibility to evaluate. Our collective agreement, the contract between the employer and ourselves, gives the framework on how the evaluation is to be carried out. Evaluation and supervision are not interchangeable. Administrators supervise by: bringing ongoing and emergent issues to staff committee meetings or staff meetings. checking all report cards that are sent to parents. checking to see that teachers arrive at school on time. dealing with parents. ensuring that teachers submit attendance records. ensuring that files are kept, IEPs are developed, the resources needed to do the work are provided, and year-end records are completed. possibly asking for previews and course outlines. Permutations are arising from some over enthusiastic attendees of a B.C. Principals’ and Vice-Principals’ Association (BCPVPA) workshop on supervision of learning, being offered to administrative officers (AOs) around the province. Part of it is a condensed version of Charlotte Danielson’s "Framework for Teaching," designed for work with student teachers. We’re seeing that legitimate supervision is becoming snoopervision. Rather than a climate of collegial improvement, we see an abuse of power and a selective model of progressive discipline that violates the contract language around evaluation. Local presidents and BCTF field service staff are seeing memos and notes with expectations, letters of direction, and letters of discipline containing evaluation that addresses issues out of context or without discussion of events. Many of those letters and memos that refer to issues out of context are ending up in individual personnel files. Some contain language that is disciplinary and should involve representation. Contact your local president or consult with your staff rep when that happens. Such missives could have ramifications for you later in your employment, or with the BC College of Teachers. Some members report increased detail and expectations arising from the previews and overviews, with requests for teachers to indicate how they are meeting the school goals through instruction and to make links to the accountability-contract language. Particular emphasis is being placed on literacy goals. We are seeing attacks on the use of professional development, teacher autonomy (referred to as the "spectre of teacher autonomy" in one of the BCPVPA workshops), unilateral changing of the name of professional days to "staff development," and significant attempts to redefine language around leave approval to approval of the professional development activity itself. Workshops with such titles as "Getting the Deadwood to Bloom Again" and "How to Assess Effective Instruction With the Five-minute Walk Through" are being offered. How do you know if your principal is supervising or evaluating when she or he drops into your classroom? If she or he comes in with pencil and paper and sits down and takes notes, it’s evaluation. If she or he comes in to see that you’re teaching what your timetable says and doesn’t stay long, she or he is supervising. If she or he comes in and takes a reading group, it’s team teaching. If evaluation is taking place, ensure that the contract language on evaluation is being followed. There are processes that are to be followed, and, where there is need, plans of assistance should be developed and offered. Many are offered in co-operation with the BCTF and the local. The Peer Support, Program for Quality Teaching, and professional-support initiatives are examples. If you feel that you are having a significant number of unhelpful classroom visits or that it appears supervision is becoming evaluation, there are things you should do: Document the time, length, number, and purpose of visits. Request copies of any notes made, and discuss any notes taken. (If notes are taken, the evaluation language comes into play and should be followed.) Contact your local office with any concerns. Know the evaluation language in your collective agreement, and play an active role in your evaluation. The collective agreement was reached through a process of give and take over many years. The contract is not only the teachers’ contract. It is the way both parties have agreed to operate. The BCTF workshops that are being offered to our school reps on teacher supervision are a beginning. We all want what’s best. The way to have that happen is by involving teachers in the process. Peter McCue is an assistant director in the BCTF’s Field Service Division. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20140925,www.familiesfundingteachers.ca,http://www.familiesfundingteachers.ca/wp-includes/js/tinymce/plugins/wpeditimage/?C=M;O=A,Index of /wp-includes/js/tinymce/plugins/wpeditimage Index of /wp-includes/js/tinymce/plugins/wpeditimage Name Last modified Size Description Parent Directory   -   plugin.min.js 29-Aug-2014 12:50 13K   plugin.js 29-Aug-2014 12:50 26K   Apache/2.2.22 (Debian) Server at www.familiesfundingteachers.ca Port 80)
(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/gvta?lang=th,Victoria Teachers (@gvta) | ทวิตเตอร์ ทวิตเตอร์ คําค้นหา ค้นหาทวิตเตอร์ รายการค้นหาที่บันทึกไว้ ลบ บัญชีตัวจริง @ ผู้ใช้ที่แนะนํา บัญชีตัวจริง @ บัญชีตัวจริง @ ภาษา: ภาษาไทย Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 มีบัญชีผู้ใช้อยู่แล้ว? เข้าสู่ระบบ เพิ่งเริ่มใช้ทวิตเตอร์? มาเล่นกันเถอะ! » เข้าสู่ระบบ โทรศัพท์ อีเมล หรือชื่อผู้ใช้ รหัสผ่าน เข้าสู่ระบบ จํารหัสผ่าน ลืมรหัสผ่าน? ใช้ทวิตเตอร์ผ่าน SMS อยู่แล้ว? Victoria Teachers @gvta ทวีต 1,907 รูปถ่าย/วิดีโอ 155 กําลังติดตาม 569 ผู้ติดตาม 967 รายการโปรด 161   เพิ่มเติม รายการโปรด รายชื่อ เลิกปิดเสียง @gvta ปิดเสียง @gvta ติดตาม กําลังติดตามอยู่ เลิกติดตาม ถูกบล็อค ยกเลิกการบล็อค รอดําเนินการ ยกเลิก Victoria Teachers @gvta The Greater Victoria Teachers' Association represents approximately 1500 teachers in SD61. We are a local of the @BCTF, a union of professionals. Victoria BC gvta.net เข้าร่วมเมื่อ ตุลาคม 2553 155 รูปภาพหรือวิดีโอ ทวีต ทวีต ทวีตและการตอบกลับ Victoria Teachers รีทวีต BCTF @bctf  ·  19 ก.ย. Results of 2014 ratfication vote: yes 86% (27275 votes), no 14% (4392). 31741 ballots returned. | #bced #bcpoli ตอบกลับ 0 ตอบกลับ รีทวีต รีทวีตแล้ว 438 รีทวีต 438 ชื่นชอบ ชื่นชอบแล้ว 121 รายการโปรด 121 เพิ่มเติม เผยแพร่ทวีต Capital, British Columbia Victoria Teachers รีทวีต Renay M. @renaymo  ·  19 ก.ย. Whatever you decide, we are proud of you! @gvta #bctf you made #bced matter again. We won't forget. Thank you, #teachers #bcpoli ตอบกลับ 0 ตอบกลับ รีทวีต รีทวีตแล้ว 6 รีทวีต 6 ชื่นชอบ ชื่นชอบแล้ว 10 รายการโปรด 10 เพิ่มเติม เผยแพร่ทวีต Victoria Teachers รีทวีต Benula Larsen @BenulaLarsen  ·  16 ก.ย. We knew he is alive!Elvis supporting Vic teachers on Blanshard. @bctf @gvta pic.twitter.com/pArhPBOpuu ดูรูปภาพและวิดีโอเพิ่มเติม ตอบกลับ 0 ตอบกลับ รีทวีต รีทวีตแล้ว 3 รีทวีต 3 ชื่นชอบ ชื่นชอบแล้ว 3 รายการโปรด 3 เพิ่มเติม เผยแพร่ทวีต Victoria Teachers รีทวีต Benula Larsen @BenulaLarsen  ·  16 ก.ย. Victoria Teachers at Blanshard and Bay Wow!!! Spirits are high @bctf @gvta pic.twitter.com/vpXBLQySFY ดูรูปภาพและวิดีโอเพิ่มเติม ตอบกลับ 0 ตอบกลับ รีทวีต รีทวีตแล้ว 2 รีทวีต 2 ชื่นชอบ ชื่นชอบแล้ว 2 รายการโปรด 2 เพิ่มเติม เผยแพร่ทวีต Victoria Teachers รีทวีต Benula Larsen @BenulaLarsen  ·  16 ก.ย. Victoria teachers fanning out on Blanshard st. Corner of Blanshard n Hillside @bctf @gvta pic.twitter.com/019VmmTNWn ดูรูปภาพและวิดีโอเพิ่มเติม ตอบกลับ 0 ตอบกลับ รีทวีต รีทวีตแล้ว 5 รีทวีต 5 ชื่นชอบ ชื่นชอบแล้ว 2 รายการโปรด 2 เพิ่มเติม เผยแพร่ทวีต Victoria Teachers ได้ติดตาม chris bromige และ Vini เลิกปิดเสียง @cbromige ปิดเสียง @cbromige ติดตาม กําลังติดตามอยู่ เลิกติดตาม ถูกบล็อค ยกเลิกการบล็อค รอดําเนินการ ยกเลิก chris bromige @cbromige dad, husband, educator เลิกปิดเสียง @volimhvar ปิดเสียง @volimhvar ติดตาม กําลังติดตามอยู่ เลิกติดตาม ถูกบล็อค ยกเลิกการบล็อค รอดําเนินการ ยกเลิก Vini @volimhvar Educator in BC, mom, lifelong learner, traveler, hockey fan, art lover Victoria Teachers รีทวีต Bob Lilyholm @blilyholm  ·  16 ก.ย. The King showing support for #bced down Blanshard @bctf @gvta pic.twitter.com/2w3FCWHCtb ดูรูปภาพและวิดีโอเพิ่มเติม ตอบกลับ 0 ตอบกลับ รีทวีต รีทวีตแล้ว 1 รีทวีต 1 ชื่นชอบ ชื่นชอบแล้ว 2 รายการโปรด 2 เพิ่มเติม เผยแพร่ทวีต Victoria Teachers รีทวีต Gregor Craigie @GregorCraigie  ·  16 ก.ย. @gvta Pres Benula Larsen tells me teachers are happy BUT waiting to read fine print on tentative #bced deal. LISTEN: https://soundcloud.com/cbcvictoria/victoria-teachers-association-president-benula-larsen-on-tentative-deal … SoundCloud เล่น ดูรูปภาพและวิดีโอเพิ่มเติม ตอบกลับ 0 ตอบกลับ รีทวีต รีทวีตแล้ว 4 รีทวีต 4 ชื่นชอบ ชื่นชอบแล้ว 1 รายการโปรด 1 เพิ่มเติม เผยแพร่ทวีต Victoria Teachers รีทวีต Gregor Craigie @GregorCraigie  ·  16 ก.ย. IF #bced deal is just about wages @gvta Pres Larsen says "it would be shameful... I hope there's at least some extra $ for classroom #bcpoli ตอบกลับ 0 ตอบกลับ รีทวีต รีทวีตแล้ว 3 รีทวีต 3 ชื่นชอบ ชื่นชอบแล้ว 1 รายการโปรด 1 เพิ่มเติม เผยแพร่ทวีต Victoria Teachers รีทวีต Ben Isitt @Ben_Isitt  ·  16 ก.ย. Congratulations @bctf on standing up for Public Education & reaching tentative agreement with BC government. Solidarity forever #bced @gvta ตอบกลับ 0 ตอบกลับ รีทวีต รีทวีตแล้ว 6 รีทวีต 6 ชื่นชอบ ชื่นชอบแล้ว 2 รายการโปรด 2 เพิ่มเติม เผยแพร่ทวีต Victoria Teachers รีทวีต Steven Toleikis @knowledgequest_  ·  15 ก.ย. “Fully funded schools make strong communities” - Standing up for #bced public ed on Foul & Oak Bay, Victoria @gvta pic.twitter.com/YZOE58R50B ดูรูปภาพและวิดีโอเพิ่มเติม ตอบกลับ 0 ตอบกลับ รีทวีต รีทวีตแล้ว 7 รีทวีต 7 ชื่นชอบ ชื่นชอบแล้ว 8 รายการโปรด 8 เพิ่มเติม เผยแพร่ทวีต Victoria Teachers @gvta  ·  13 ก.ย. Do you have your apple pin yet? Easy & cheap to DIY. Wear one close to your & carry extras to share! #bced pic.twitter.com/k8pfvQpqxl ดูรูปภาพและวิดีโอเพิ่มเติม ตอบกลับ 0 ตอบกลับ รีทวีต รีทวีตแล้ว 5 รีทวีต 5 ชื่นชอบ ชื่นชอบแล้ว 2 รายการโปรด 2 เพิ่มเติม เผยแพร่ทวีต Victoria Teachers @gvta  ·  13 ก.ย. Class size & composition: the last 15 years in one little table by @taraehrcke. http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2014/09/class-size-and-composition-short-visual.html … #bced pic.twitter.com/BqLwQiek9g ดูรูปภาพและวิดีโอเพิ่มเติม ตอบกลับ 0 ตอบกลับ รีทวีต รีทวีตแล้ว 19 รีทวีต 19 ชื่นชอบ ชื่นชอบแล้ว 5 รายการโปรด 5 เพิ่มเติม เผยแพร่ทวีต Victoria Teachers รีทวีต Dana Bjornson @physicsfuntime  ·  13 ก.ย. Today on the line: waves, honks, yogurt parfaits, 1 banana, nurses, & 1 music video. { @gvta} https://itunes.apple.com/app/id568780324  pic.twitter.com/72ejznKLxf ดูรูปภาพและวิดีโอเพิ่มเติม ตอบกลับ 0 ตอบกลับ รีทวีต รีทวีตแล้ว 3 รีทวีต 3 ชื่นชอบ ชื่นชอบแล้ว 6 รายการโปรด 6 เพิ่มเติม เผยแพร่ทวีต Victoria Teachers รีทวีต Ross Gilbert @rssglbrt  ·  12 ก.ย. @gvta @bctf Picket Line Comment of the Day from passing motorist, "Don't you DARE give up on this." #bced ตอบกลับ 0 ตอบกลับ รีทวีต รีทวีตแล้ว 21 รีทวีต 21 ชื่นชอบ ชื่นชอบแล้ว 12 รายการโปรด 12 เพิ่มเติม เผยแพร่ทวีต Victoria Teachers รีทวีต Jason @JasoncormierMe  ·  12 ก.ย. @globeandmail @keithbaldrey @bctf @gvta @glenhansman from Colquitz Middle School Victoria BC pic.twitter.com/3ldPZW9CzJ ดูรูปภาพและวิดีโอเพิ่มเติม ตอบกลับ 0 ตอบกลับ รีทวีต รีทวีตแล้ว 2 รีทวีต 2 ชื่นชอบ ชื่นชอบแล้ว 3 รายการโปรด 3 เพิ่มเติม เผยแพร่ทวีต Victoria Teachers รีทวีต Dana Bjornson @physicsfuntime  ·  11 ก.ย. My best #bced #chalkthewalk so far! #mulletsrule { @bctf @gvta} pic.twitter.com/Pga1T2yTdT ดูรูปภาพและวิดีโอเพิ่มเติม ตอบกลับ 0 ตอบกลับ รีทวีต รีทวีตแล้ว 7 รีทวีต 7 ชื่นชอบ ชื่นชอบแล้ว 7 รายการโปรด 7 เพิ่มเติม เผยแพร่ทวีต Victoria Teachers @gvta  ·  12 ก.ย. Thank you HEU! @HospEmpUnion @sookekidsmatter @SaanichTeachers @bctf ดูบทสนทนา ตอบกลับ 0 ตอบกลับ รีทวีต รีทวีตแล้ว 0 รีทวีต ชื่นชอบ ชื่นชอบแล้ว 3 รายการโปรด 3 เพิ่มเติม เผยแพร่ทวีต Victoria Teachers รีทวีต HEU @HospEmpUnion  ·  11 ก.ย. HEU RJH Local providing @sookekidsmatter @gvta @SaanichTeachers with $250 each to support local teachers. #bced pic.twitter.com/LSu2N24sjT BCTF และ HEU ดูรูปภาพและวิดีโอเพิ่มเติม ตอบกลับ 0 ตอบกลับ รีทวีต รีทวีตแล้ว 33 รีทวีต 33 ชื่นชอบ ชื่นชอบแล้ว 24 รายการโปรด 24 เพิ่มเติม เผยแพร่ทวีต ทวิตเตอร์นั้นอาจจะรองรับปริมาณผู้เข้าใช้ไม่ไหว หรืออาจจะเกิดอาการสะดุดนิดหน่อย ลองใหม่ ดูที่สถานะของทวิตเตอร์สําหรับข้อมูลเพิ่มเติม ปิด Victoria Teachers ได้ติดตาม ไม่พลาดทุกความเคลื่อนไหวจาก Victoria Teachers Victoria BC · ปรับเปลี่ยน © 2014 ทวิตเตอร์ เกี่ยวกับ ช่วยเหลือ ข้อมูลโฆษณา ปิด ความนิยม ความนิยมที่จัดมาสําหรับคุณ ความนิยมเป็นอีกวิธีหนึ่งที่จะทําให้คุณใกล้ชิดกับสิ่งที่คุณสนใจ โดยจะถูกปรับเปลี่ยนตามตําแหน่งที่ตั้งของคุณ และขึ้นอยู่กับว่าคุณติดตามใครบ้าง ปรับเปลี่ยน ใช้ความนิยมที่จัดมาให้ ดูความนิยมจากทั่วโลก เสร็จสิ้น ไม่สนใจ ปิด ก่อนหน้า ต่อไป ปิด ไปยังหน้าโปรไฟล์ รายการค้นหาที่บันทึกไว้ ลบ บัญชีตัวจริง @ ผู้ใช้ที่แนะนํา บัญชีตัวจริง @ บัญชีตัวจริง @ ปิด รีทวีตข้อความนี้ไปยังผู้ติดตามของคุณ? ยกเลิก รีทวีต ปิด คุณแน่ใจแล้วหรือว่าต้องการลบทวีตนี้? ยกเลิก ลบ ปิด บล็อค ยกเลิก บล็อค เพิ่มตําแหน่งปัจจุบันไปยังทวีตของคุณ เมื่อคุณทวีตพร้อมกับตําแหน่ง ทวิตเตอร์จะเก็บตําแหน่งนั้นไว้ คุณสามารถเปิด/ปิดการระบุตําแหน่งได้ในแต่ละครั้งที่ทวีต และยังสามารถเลือกที่จะลบตําแหน่งในทวีตเก่าๆ ของคุณได้ทุกเมื่อ ศึกษาเพิ่มเติม เปิดตําแหน่ง ไม่ใช่ตอนนี้ ปิดการระบุตําแหน่ง ปิด โปรไฟล์โดยย่อ ปิด รายชื่อของคุณ ปิด สร้างรายชื่อใหม่ ชื่อของรายชื่อ คําอธิบาย ไม่เกิน 100 ตัวอักษร (ไม่บังคับ) ความเป็นส่วนตัว สาธารณะ · ทุกคนสามารถติดตามรายชื่อนี้ได้ ส่วนตัว · เฉพาะคุณที่สามารถเข้าถึงรายชื่อนี้ได้ เก็บรายชื่อ ปิด ปิด ฝังทวีตนี้ เพิ่มทวีตไปยังเว็บไซต์ของคุณโดยการคัดลอกโค้ดด้านล่าง ศึกษาเพิ่มเติม อืม เกิดข้อผิดพลาดในการติดต่อเซิร์ฟเวอร์ของเรา ลองอีกที? รวมถึงทวีตต้นทาง รวมสื่อด้วย ดูตัวอย่าง ปิด สมัครสมาชิกทวิตเตอร์ ไม่มีทวิตเตอร์? ลงทะเบียน เพื่อเปิดรับรู้สิ่งใหม่ๆ อัพเดทข่าวสารพร้อมไปกับเรา มีบัญชีผู้ใช้อยู่แล้ว? เข้าสู่ระบบ » ปิด โค้ดย่อ (ส่งและรับ) แบบไปกลับ ประเทศ Code สําหรับลูกค้าของ สหรัฐอเมริกา 40404 (อะไรก็ได้) แคนาดา 21212 (อะไรก็ได้) สหราชอาณาจักร 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 บราซิล 40404 Nextel, TIM เฮติ 40404 Digicel, Voila ไอร์แลนด์ 51210 Vodafone, O2 อินเดีย 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance อินโดนีเซีย 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata อิตาลี 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » ดูรหัส SMS ของประเทศอื่นๆ ปิด การยืนยัน)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11930,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2000 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 13, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 2000 It’s a long way to Lilongwe, Malawi by Mary Leah DeZwart In the summer of 2000, I was among the Canadian teachers on Project Overseas in Malawi, East Central Africa. I had to consult an atlas to locate Malawi, and the Internet to find out what the country is like. Both sources of information were interesting but inadequate to describe a beautiful country and gentle people. Through Project Overseas—Malawi, we were to assist the teachers’ union of Malawi in putting on a three-week in-service for teachers wishing to improve their qualifications, in many cases, obtaining their high school graduation. The government of Malawi’s declaration that all primary education should be free has resulted in a teacher shortage and extremely large classes. Teachers often have Grade 11 and three months’ teacher training. They value education greatly and want to get more of it. INSET as the in-service is known, was held at the Natural Resources College 20 minutes outside Lilongwe, the capital city of Malawi. The Natural Resources College was built with Canadian money in the 1980s. It was undergoing a management change while we were there, having been purchased by a Danish development agency. The campus has long, covered walkways connecting substantial brick classrooms. The two-foot moat around each building reminded me that we were there in the winter or dry season. It was hard to imagine that the moats contained downpours that would happen a few months later. I think it rained only once while we were there, and the evenings were positively chilly at times. So much for the people who said to me, “Won’t it be really hot in Africa compared to Kamloops?” Each Canadian teacher was paired with a co-tutor. I taught home economics, but more properly speaking, I assisted my more-than-competent co-tutor deliver a program intended to help the teachers obtain one of their Malawi State Certificate Equivalents. The MSCE is very similar to the British “O” levels. The home economics curriculum is being Malawianized as my co-tutor put it, but only Form One has been completed. It will be three more years before the government examinations catch up to the new curriculum. We therefore had to teach a curriculum that was based on distinctly non-Malawian everyday items. The gods must have been laughing the day I had to teach all about laundry. I’m notorious in my family for shrinking anything wool and dyeing everything pink. Washing machines are not common in Malawi, so it was rub, knead, and squeeze, depending, of course, on whether you were using cotton, wool, or synthetics. I had to donate my gray sweater to the wool-blocking demonstration. It took three days to dry (and those nights are cool!). I bought a box of starch and learned to mix it up—just like pudding, my co-tutor said. Then I had to teach it. I borrowed my roommate’s shirt and starched it so much she never had a wrinkle in it for the remaining time in Malawi. Probably the highlight of the whole teaching experience was the day we did the food demonstrations. My co-tutor wanted me to teach all about flour mixtures. I figured this was no problem since I have been teaching foods and nutrition classes off and on since 1974. Finding recipes was the first hurdle. They were all in grams. We guessed a little, interpolated a lot, and came up with four variations on the cake method, and one pastry recipe. The cakes mostly turned out, except possibly for the rubbing-in method, which was rather flat. The pastry was also a bit of a failure. I didn’t realize how dependent I was on a pastry blender and lard rather than two knives and margarine. Buying the eggs was also an experience. I needed nine, but bought twelve just to be on the safe side. Lucky for me, because eggs come in plastic bags, not cartons, and I kneeled on three on the way home. I also must admit that I kept doing things wrong. Fortunately my co-tutor knew the right way to do things in home economics. From her I learned to tilt the bowl at a precise 45-degree angle and use the back of the wooden spoon when creaming sugar and margarine. I always thought you used a wooden spoon instead of a metal one because the sound of the latter would drive you nuts, hitting against the sides of the bowl. Apparently not. I probably shocked my co-tutor with my surprising lack of knowledge, but she was tactful and didn’t embarrass me in front of the students. Like any good teacher, she provided me with a good reference book and the opportunity to make my own mistakes. That is probably the whole point of Project Overseas. We learn from each other. As North Americans we go in with considerably more resources but much less humility. I came out with a bit more humility and a great deal of respect for our colleagues in Malawi; they put up with huge classes and a dearth of resources; they are, despite all this, friendly and warm-hearted to the Canadian visitors, and they are fervent believers in education. Project Overseas is sponsored by the Canadian Teachers’ Federation, with contributions from all Canadian provinces. I hope the BCTF will continue to be involved with Project Overseas. Going to Malawi fulfilled a life-long dream, and I am still processing everything I learned. I hope to share my hands-on experiences in Africa with my colleagues and students in as many ways as possible and to encourage continuing support of international projects. Mary Leah DeZwart is a teacher on educational leave from Kamloops Thompson School District. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/IssuesInEducation.aspx?id=5636&printPage=true,BCTF > Literacy  	BCTF > Issues in Education  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Issues in Education > Literacy Literacy The BC Teachers' Federation promotes literacy throughout the year. Teachers’ literacy tips for parents are useful all year long. Publications A Communication Framework for Family Literacy , written by two speech language pathologists, discusses definitions of family literacy and the role of interaction in adult-child relationships. The authors provide information and skill sets on how to plan and implement a communications framework in family literacy. References to current literature which guide the framework are included. While the framework can be applied in any family literacy programs, it may be of particular interest to those educators working in multicultural schools and communities who wish to involve parents in supporting their children’s literacy development. The publication was published with the support of the BCTF, the Vancouver School Board, and Literacy BC. Literacy Links Local The British Columbia Teacher Librarians' Association is a specialist organization of the BCTF concerned with school libraries, cooperative planning and teaching, literature appreciation, resource-based instruction and advocacy. Decoda Literacy Solutions. On May 30, 2011, Literacy BC merged with the literacy department of 2010 Legacies Now to become Decoda Literacy Solutions. Decoda continues the work of both organizations. Their mission is “to address and support the full continuum of literacy and learning priorities identified by communities across BC.” National Centre for the Literacy of Quebec is a resource, research, and training centre for teachers, tutors, parents, researchers, and the public. The library collection includes materials on early literacy. The National Adult Literacy Database is a federally incorporated, non-profit service organization providing a single-source, comprehensive, up-to-date, and easily accessible database of adult literacy programs, resources, services and activities across Canada. It also links with other services and databases in North America and overseas. International The mandate of the National Literacy Trust (UK) is to enhance literacy standards throughout the UK. The web site features publications, a literacy database, and links to literacy organizations. Updated July 18, 2013  )
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(20141006,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2014/09/tentative-agreement-yes-or-no.html?showComment0751410938787728,Staffroom Confidential: Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, September 16, 2014 Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Despite what I know was a herculean effort on the part of our bargaining team, I very much hope that BC teachers will vote no to the tentative agreement. After five weeks of strike, and twelve years of legal battles, this is not the deal that will restore sanity to public education and it is not a fair deal for teachers and students. Just as teachers in Saskatchewan rejected a deal to ensure a better outcome, I hope BC teachers will consider a no vote to let our team know we have to go back to the bargaining table. Class size, composition The agreement provided a modified LIF fund starting at $75 million per year and increasing to $85 by the last year. It is for teachers only, which will mean a slight improvement in Districts where sizeable portions were spent on Education Assistants or senior District staff rather than teachers. However, in an average size District like Victoria (20,000 students, 1,000 teachers), this will translate into about 5-10 more teachers. That is one for every five schools. To put it in comparison, Justice Griffin's judgement estimated the lost funding due to lost class size language at about $330 million in current dollars. (Read more here about the proposed Education Fund.) I heard so many teachers speak up about the need to ensure that we do not return to over-crowded classes when the strike ends. This agreement does very little to alleviate what is the most pressing issue. Throwing away the court victory The agreement provides a "reopener" in the event we win on appeal our class size language. What this means is that the language returns, but is not implemented until new language is negotiated. Without the actual implementation of the returned language, there will be very little incentive for the government to bargain it back. We would essentially be back in the very same position we are in today, with government trying to bargain it out and us trying to bargain it back in. In my opinion, even if we were legislated back to work we would be in a superior position. If we won the appeal the government would then be forced to implement the language. We are thus throwing away our historic court victory and the bargaining pressure it potentially creates. The reopener is really only mildly less offensive than E80. In both cases, we have to bargain back what was illegally taken from our contract and the government will probably never have to restore it. In fact, the "reopener" creates the perfect opportunity for government to lock us out to try and force us to agree to something far inferior. Throwing away the remedy for the last twelve years The agreement provides $105 million to compensate for grievances over-sized classes for the last twelve years. Using Justice Griffin's estimates, our loss is roughly $300 million times 12 = over $3 billion. I cannot fathom how $105 million is a fair compromise. The BCTF's original proposal to put this money back into the system was a more fair and productive approach. This agreement means we can no longer go to the courts for a fair remedy. Wages The agreement is very close to government's original offer. While I would be willing to accept this if the class size language was returned, teachers should not be taking such a significant monetary loss without the commensurate gain in working conditions. We have lost roughly 12% of our annual salary. We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut. Minimal improvements There are very minimal improvements in preparation time for elementary teachers (10 minutes per week), and TTOC daily rate. The TTOC daily rate change may depend on your grid placement. It could actually be a wage loss for long term TTOCs who are above category 5 and step 7. There is also $11 million in health and dental benefits. At 40,000 members, this is $275 each. Hardly worth consideration in the context of the rest of the agreement. What next? There are a variety of options if we vote no. We can continue the strike. We can choose to return to work and continue bargaining. We do not, and should not, accept an agreement that doesn't meet our needs and doesn't meet the needs of students and public education. When Saskatchewan teachers rejected the first deal which had 5.5% wage increases over four years, the second deal had 7.3% increases over four years. They have said this still isn't good enough. For us, our main issue is classroom conditions. We need to say this isn't good enough. The way to do that is to vote no. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 7:48 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 124 comments: Troy MooreSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:17 PM The EC recommendation states the open clause will be argued from restored language. However, selling our grievances for nothing as the 105 million is strike savings, is plenty of reason to vote no. Further, no composition caps, but a fund controlled by Superintendents is enough reason to vote no. Thursday I will vote no.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:06 PM Re-opener also says "education fund" in place until new language bargained, so old language can disappear forever.Delete Reply Mme RousseauSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:33 PM Government starved us to death hoping we'd vote yes to whatever deal they'd offer. Planned it from the start.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:07 PM We can sill choose (collectively) to return to work if we reject this deal. Many options.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:09 PM Great analysis, Tara! I think that returning to work would be a bad idea. This will frustrate parents more if they need to find new ways to deal with taking care fo kids. USe the money given to you by the other unions. I am a teacher who had to quit for stress over the terrible condition of work (split FI grade 4/5, several low LD kids with little support, one severe with no support, 2 gifted (no support), and a principal who expected me to teach 2 separate social studies AND science programs)Delete Reply Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:56 PM Good points by all but the gov't succeeded in starving my family out and completly breaking us. I will be voting YES and live to fight another dayReplyDelete Replies schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:21 PM 'Fight another day'? In the last twelve years that we have been pushing back against this government, never has the tide tide been so much with teachers, class size/composition, and public education - and never has the government been pushed back onto the ropes (especially with the call for binding arbitration). What 'other day' is being proposed that we wait for? Now is the time. Vote 'no' and give the BCTF bargaining team a renewed mandate to get a decent deal for students and teachers.Delete Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:10 PM "Another day" means to wake up and realize that 2more weeks means my family of 5 could lose our home. It means I will do all I can to recall Cc, Factbender, and other mla's, and maybe even having "a guy I know" have a chat with them. In year 1 of their reign, I don't believe they even know what "the ropes" are. I will vote YES ...for my family, and I can live with thatDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:12 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply Karen FergusonSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:03 PM Just a question: When the Saskatchewan teachers voted no, had they already been on strike for 5 weeks?ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM No. They are working with no contract. They are not on strike.Delete Shannon DavisSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:23 AM I am a Saskatchewan teacher. We are not on strike; we are currently in the conciliation process after voting "no" to 2 previous offersDelete Reply "Mama Rose"September 16, 2014 at 9:27 PM Can we truly return to work without agreeing and continue bargaining? When I suggested returning to work a few weeks ago, the answer was "being on strike puts pressure on the gov't and without pressure they have no reason to settle." And can you explain more how legislating us back would be better than agreeing to this deal? And finally, why would the BCTF executive put forward a deal that was not a good one?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:30 PM Because they need confirmation of the resolve of the membership to get something better. That is what a no vote does.Delete Reply Troylana MSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:28 PM some great points to ponder, tara......thinking thinking....ReplyDelete schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:43 PM If we vote 'no' to the tentative deal we still have options: We'd not have a contract. But we could... a) strike with full picket lines b) partially strike with phase 1 (work-to-rule) in schools c) partially strike with periodic/rotating job action d) continue negotiating e) return to work and re-escalate strike f) some/all of the above ReplyDelete Replies Caroline MackenzieSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:21 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:14 PM a) will expedite matters (I say less that 3 days)Delete Reply danabjornsonSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:05 PM I am thinking that a legislated, crappier contract would only be in effect for 2 years max (before elections...). If we take this offer, then we will be agreeing to this pseudo-E80. Should we win the court case (which we likely will), we will have to settle on the terms of the THIS negotiated contract which doesn't actually restore learning conditions; it simply allows for those conditions to be negotiated. If we say n, then we default to the 2002 contract, which DOES restore the language. A "yes" vote is saying that we are good on "crumbs"; a "no" vote is saying we want an actual meal. That's my understanding, anyway. Please correct me where I am wrong, Tara. :)ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:44 PM And word is IF they legislate, they could opt to legislate back Grade 10-12 only causing the union to have to lay off all teachers and re-hire based on seniority. That will tear the union at the seams pitting teacher against teacher for those positions. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:17 PM There will be a general strike if that were to happen! They better not do this. They will regret it.Delete Reply imaginefunlearningSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:09 PM Some good points on the background of our fight over the past 12 years, which I have been actively engaged in; however we need to recognize the climate we are in. We are not in Sask. people! We have just come through a very long summer!! We need to thank our @bctf bargaining team & recognize the toll this has taken on all of us & our families. I don't have the luxury of more time on the strike line. This may be as good as it gets. Let's read the agreement and consider getting back to work and making some $ again! That's my 2 cents worth, which would come in really handy right now!!!ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:18 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply RobSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:11 PM Go back in work to rule mode. Work this winter to recall every Liberal MLA. ThAt is the only way to apply pressure to these criminals. ReplyDelete Replies Kate RestonSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:03 PM Recall! Not sure who won the battle but the war is still onDelete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:14 AM Well said Kate... I agree 100%Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:20 PM I think say NO and a better deal will be done in less than 3 days. These guys are not criminals, they are lower than that. I bet they get a sick pleasure in hurting the kids and the teachers.Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:31 PM An official recall is in the works: https://www.facebook.com/groups/316129595235450/?fref=ts Please consider joining.Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:26 AM Leah - do you honestly think anyone who voted BC Liberal did so thinking that they would act any differently on the education file?Delete Reply JJSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:16 PM I am glad to see other members who share my views. I am outraged at a 1.2 percent "raise" in salary per year that doesn't even meet inflation of currently 2%. I feel used and abused.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:23 PM Not to mention all of the other pittance! I am actually surprised that Iker asked teachers to vote on this! Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:18 PM Hi Tara Thanks for the summary! Will we be able to vote NO to the deal, but vote YES to returning to work? Will there be three options when we vote Thursday? Why did the BCTF agree to a substandard deal for us? If we vote no to a deal that was recommended to us, the teachers look like the bad guys and public approval will plummet. I am very disappointed and frustratedReplyDelete Replies KataSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:12 AM Public approval will not necessarily plummet. I have seen strikes where the membership has voted against the executive's "best results to date", and ended up with a better offer. This offer is an insult. The $300 million will not bring funding to the national average (I believe). More importantly, the wage offer is half of the average wage increase for public and private workers (StatsCan). Delete Reply MontySeptember 16, 2014 at 10:19 PM Thank you, Tara. My thoughts too, more clearly expressed. As well, Thursday is too soon to vote, too soon to vote, too soon to vote........ReplyDelete Richard ChalkeSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:21 PM Vote no and lose every shred of public support...just sayin!ReplyDelete Replies UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:31 AM I am a member of the public and would support a "no" vote. js!.Delete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:01 AM Richard Chalke, NO you won't! I am a mother with 3 adopted special needs children who need to be in a class that is designed for them and others like them (my kids are academically slightly delayed but their issues are more social and behavioural) where they can receive the education they deserve taught in a way they can comprehend. I will speak now for all the parents I know, and we will support the teacher's if they continue to fight for our children's best interest.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:28 PM It might not be pretty at first, but once we explain things (and I hope the Mandarin-speaking teachers flood the Richmond organization that voiced their concerns), they will back us. The 3 billions that the judge came to is the first I hear about. This should be stated to every newsmedia comment section in the province. Minimize pickets and flood those outlets with commenters, just like the Liberals do. Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:45 PM I am a member of the public and a single Mother of a child in the public school system. You will NOT lose one bit of my support if you vote no. I know that you are sacrificing so that my child can have a better education, and I am most grateful for it. Having said that, I also know that you are exhausted and broke. I have been dreading that you may have to settle for less than what you (we) deserve because the government succeeded in breaking you. I am not in your shoes, so cannot judge. If the vote is a yes, I understand and I am still behind you. Delete Reply Alison RocheSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:25 PM It is a crap deal. It's always a crap deal. Once you raise the stakes to striking, anything else is a cave in. The last time we walked out was the 3 day illegal strike where I threw away 1200$ and got EXACTLY the same contract I had the year before. The BCTF called it a win because they didn't rip up MORE of my contract. Ridiculous. There are a few of us that believe that working to contract, doing 100% of your teaching job and nothing more (like paying for supplies out of your own pocket or EC) is the only way teachers will survive this government. What if they get re-elected again? Then what? Teachers have lost thousands to these clowns to make "statements" about the state of public education in this province. We can't keep sacrificing ourselves and our families. And in the meantime, you talk to parents about why you have to take this crappy road. Because up until this strike they mostly didn't care about the state of education, but god forbid you didn't run a Sports Day. Then suddenly they wanted to know what the hell was going on. Keep the conversation going in schools. Attend your PAC meetings and stop enabling this govt to underfund and overwork the system. And still get paid!ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:20 AM I am very excited at the prospect of returning to my beloved job on Friday. However I will NOT continue to put my personal money into my classroom and I will be seriously reconsidering my involvement in extra curriculars. I think we shoot ourselves in the foot with all the unpaid work we so willingly volunteer to do. Delete Reply FCSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:38 PM I heard a rumour last week from a loose lipped government insider that after the 22nd, depending on the outcome of the negotiations the Liberals were going to announce a 3 step process. I was not clear if this was based on 3 steps to resolve the strike (perhaps the 3rd step is legislation??) or 3 steps to overhaul the education system, either way, they will settle it outright. I wish you all luck and all the information that you need to make a sound decision of what you feel is best.ReplyDelete Replies Lisa BurrowsSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:53 PM I have heard similar rumours. On the 23rd, the gov. was planning on introducing a $6000 per year voucher system for 3 choices: an academic or trades program, or something called EducationCanada. Not clear whether their intention was to privatize the public system, de-certify teachers and hire them back under new wage/benefits. Not clear where these rumours originated from. Maybe fear tactics to get teachers to vote yes. In any event, I plan on voting yes. I signed up to be a teacher, not a martyr. This strike has cost us a lot. We need to regain our livelihood and hopefully continue the conversation about class composition. We have at least awakened many people to the issue, and the court case is still an avenue that could eventually improve teaching and learning conditions.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:33 PM I urge all teachers to fight and say NO to this deal. Retired teacher who had to retire because horrendous work conditions. Make me proud. They will not last long if you say NO! I know this is tough, but there is money and I hear that Van City does offer loan at low to 0 %. Banks do allow you to miss a mortgage payment. Go talki to your banker.Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM Will school districts require teachers to make up missed days, as suggested in the media? Will the school calendar be changing to make up for the missed three weeks and if so will we be made aware of those changes PRIOR to the vote? ReplyDelete KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:41 PM "Wages..... We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut." And that is the cost of going on strike!!! There is nothing that can be done about that. You cannot go on strike and put up the raise you want every week to compensate for your time on strike - it doesn't work that way.ReplyDelete Replies Drew StevensonSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:59 AM I believe the missing "..." Suggests that they meant to refer to the losses against inflation since the last wage step increase. Thus this contract does not allow us to recover the buying power lost to inflation since the last non contract or "0%" year. Add those up and compare against the proposed increase and you see that by the end of the contract, we won't be able to afford the same value of goods (loaves of bread, watts of energy, litres of gas) that we could at the end of the last contracts term. It was not a comment about wages that were lost in the strike. Those are really small potatoes when compared to the grinding power of inflation over years and years. The next contract will use this latest for a bench mark so these losses to inflation will grind at all teachers for as long as they teach. A death of a thousand cuts to our ability to afford basic goods and services. Any raise less than inflation is a cut to the value placed on us and on our ability to pay our bills. Delete Reply Ed SSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:09 PM Having lost $20,000 (including summer school wages) as the single income for a family of five is far too much; I will be voting YES to the deal, unless the independently wealthy teachers out there who wish to continue the strike will pay my bills and mortgage for me.ReplyDelete Replies Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:14 PM I feel ya. Yes for meDelete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:18 AM Ed S. With all due respect (and I mean that), how did you lose $20,000 in the strike? Teachers were out 2 weeks (all out) before they were supposed to be in June, and now 3 weeks for the start of school? It is my understanding that teachers don't get paid through the summer months. Please correct me if I'm wrong, wherever I'm wrong. Shouldn't you have been financially alright for the summer months at least? Also all teachers knew this strike had a possibility of extending into the new school year but no one teacher budgeted for this possibility? I'm truly just trying to get a clear picture of where this all stems. NO disrespect intended.Delete BlairSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:12 AM Kelly, not Ed but if you look at the numbers there was the 10% lockout haircut in May/June plus the loss of most of June and the loss of much of September. In our 1 teacher (1 non) household we calculated a $9 K - $10 K loss so far. If you add summer school earnings you can easily make the loss in the $20 k zone. As for budgeting, we budget for the summer, but did not expect the 10% haircut, nor the loss of June/Sept days which completely messed our budgeting calculations. A very good friend (single teaching mother) was crushed by the loss of the June income and is without a penny today.Delete Mr. SmoothSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:35 PM The only one who didn't get a haircut was Jim Iker... and he needs one more than anyone else. What's with that over-coiffed 70"s mullet Jim? Does wonders for the BCTF brand image!Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:55 PM Jim's hair is not open for discussion in a respectful space like this. As for his salary, he is a teacher who does not get paid when we are on strike.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:04 PM Totally agree!Delete Reply Mr. GSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:24 PM If I thought they could do any better I would agree with voting NO, but you have to be realistic. The BCTF does not use professionals to bargain and always ends up with much less than they promise the membership when asking for a strike vote. While this is not a great deal for teachers, I really think you're fooling yourself if you think it'll get any better.ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:02 AM BCTF needs to be replaced with younger more adept representatives and advocates. Also, we should be hiring professional contract negotiators - you don't go into battle with cut throat corporate types with a wooden knife. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:37 PM This is BAD deal! Say NO to it and show those (expletives) that we will not take it anymore! Come on! Show them that teachers have a spine! They will respect us, oddly!Delete Reply retaSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:51 PM I agree with Richard. Those in the public that are uniformed would be furious, and there are many teachers who just can't afford to use their wages as their voice any longer - too much has already been donated to the government. In my opinion, the deal is pretty lame. I am sitting on the fence.ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:24 AM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:26 AM So true!!! I cannot afford to fight this battle for public education any longer. Why is this my personal and professional obligation??? However I think this deal is weak weak weak. I also think its the best we are going to get. Ideologically I'm on the fence but my wallet will vote YES.Delete Reply SirThinksToo MuchSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:54 PM My wife and I will be voting "Yes" on Thursday for it is the middle path. The easy path would have been for us to go back to school with E-80 & E-81 over our heads. The difficult path would be for us to vote "No" and put our mortgage at risk and having to continue asking retired parents for handouts to feed a family with three kids. The middle path is the wisest choice for us considering the current political climate in which those who do not teach are the quickest to judge it harshly.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:41 PM I understand that this is really tough for you! I almost died teaching a few month ago. I had to quit. Please consider holding on and say no. Remember the short loss in salary will be offset in the LONG-RUn by better salary increase. This is a joke! They will be laughing at you even more if we accept this. This is a very bad deal! However, I do respect your position!Delete Reply DaleSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:16 AM Why would classroom conditions be better on October 9th after being legislated back? We have been outplayed because of our stubborn refusal to outdated, tired old tactics. It is because of these actions that have led us to this terrible deal. Time to reset, regroup and stock up for the long haul. Can't do it if half the members commit hara kiri on themselves. We are a union of professionals not a cult. ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:49 AM Could not agree more.Delete schreck!September 17, 2014 at 9:44 AM Could you please advise which tactics you believe could have been used to secure a superior deal?Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:47 AM Full disclosure: I'm a BC Liberal supporter. The only people who would benefit from a NO vote are the BC Liberals. Teachers would be bargaining with no leverage whatsoever and would be viewed by a large segment of the population as unreasonable. The BC Liberals then get portray themselves as the only party capable of dealing with the BCTF. schreck! says that the BCTF has the government on the ropes, but he couldn't be farther from the truth. The government wants people to view the BCTF as their primary opponent. Disputes like this just shore up the BC Liberal base and protect its right flank. Any half-baked recall campaign will only reinforce that. It's true teachers aren't going to recoup the lost wages from the strike. I would suggest to you that that means this job action was probably not in teachers' interests, especially without any sort of appreciable strike fund. This is the best deal teachers were ever going to get with this government and people should have been able to recognize that in June. If you want my advice (which you probably don't), it would be to spend the next 5 years building up a strike fund, electing better leaders, and hiring a professional negotiating team. Don't bring a knife to a gunfight and expect things to go well. Focus on getting the best deal you can from whoever the government is rather than trying to change the government, the HST, Kinder Morgan or a thousand different issues that distract from education and erode the union's finances further. You'd be doing yourself a favour, and probably doing the NDP a favour at the same time. Also, if schreck! is David Schreck, you can thank his opposition to STV for the last two BC Liberal majorities. I know I do.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:11 PM One step would be to stop making political contributions to the NDP. This only contributes to the childish animosity and lack of trust that has constantly characterized negotiations. How else can the Socreds/Liberals view teachers except as enemies when they so publicly support their opponents. This stupid confrontational immature approach has to STOP!!!!! Education should not be a political fight when it is so obviously a valuable benefit to our society. It was an NDP government that legislated teachers back to work in 1993. Stop making education a political fight.Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:10 PM I don't think they have to go that far. CUPE and the Nurses still contribute to the NDP yet they don't have the same acrimonious relationship. CUPE and the Nurses just make their members their priority, and broader advocacy second.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:55 PM Ryan (possibly a Liberal paid commenter), with all due respect, I disagree with you. The cumulative increase in lieu of this will be better. Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can. I say to Iker, ask for 6% over 3 years because these people love to play the 15% over 15 year game to make it so big on the surface. Some people think that this is 15% every year. Believe me! I have seen it in comment sections. Others believe that the 15% is too high not understanding that they must divide things over the duration of the contract. It is time that we play it smarter. It is time to put the foot down and ask for money given to us by other unions, if it is needed. Banks can accept one late mortgage payment. It would be suicidal for them to not help. Imagine the possible damage if that ever leaks out. They could lose a lot in teacher money. I for one would pull my money out of a bank in support! Teachers are going to show this government that we have a spine! Enough is enough! Aren't you tired of being treated like kids? (Retired teacher who almost died in a car accident because of work conditions that were horrendous. I had to quit.)Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 AM Not paid by the BC Liberals. I pay them actually... :/ I imagine astroturfers of any affiliation wouldn't disclose their bias. "Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can." How did that work in May 2013? If the teachers reject a contract that their own union endorsed, it will make teachers seem unreasonable. Whether that perception is true or fair is irrelevant. It's what will happen, and teachers will be weaker as a result. Take my advice. Build up a strike fund and focus on the internal governance of the BCTF for the next 6 years. You'll be better off for it. Or not. I don't mind you or others making it easier for the party I support to get elected. I'd just rather not see kids and teachers hurt in the process.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:37 AM Ah! The "don't-hurt-kids" card, hey, when you have underfunded education for 12 years! WOW! That takes the cake! Are your trolling? Oh! You are serious? :) Would you be surprised if I don't follow your advice, considering your lack of logic? Would you be surprised if others don't follow your advice? It is ttue that bullies like you and your ilks love to show who is the boss, who is the teacher now! I suspect that is at the root of the problem! No one wants to fail in school! No one wants to get the strap! Sad that today's teachers don't like it too! But, who cares, we are ... teachers! We deserve it! BAH! BAH! BAH!Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:22 PM That's fine. I look forward to another 16 years of BC Liberal government.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:41 PM 16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate! Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan! Sociopaths do that!Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 9:35 AM "16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate!" 16 years of our opponents still don't understand why they lost. Like I said, that's fine with me. If I said the Liberals would be in power for at least another 13 years back in 2004 you probably would have laughed too. Heck, if I told you on May 13 last year that the BC Liberals would be reelected on May 14 you'd probably have laughed too. And you were wrong. Why is that? Answer that question if you want the NDP to win the next election. Without a correct answer to it, the NDP's cause is hopeless. "Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan!" You feel they are flawed, and that's fine. I don't go around calling people who disagree with me sociopaths, nor do I accuse them of being paid shills. But I also don't feel much need to address your ad hominems. There are logical arguments to support your position, but argumentum ad hominem is not one of them. It's a textbook logical fallacy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 1:15 PM Ah! Now I get it! It is all ego-based! You think because you voted the winning party that you are a winner and we are losers! You think because you predicted that the Liberals would win, you are winner. That does not make YOU a winner or the Liberals! It is called DEMOGRAPHICS, you expletives. The baby boomers are getting old and because they have more assets and won't make a whole lot more for too long, they need to vote a govn't who is going to do just that! It is not rocket science! WOW! You think you are so superior when your party stole an election with 47% of the popular vote. That's not a majority and your party should not have been elected. BTW, did you delete from your ethical memory the words Ethnic voting scandal? The field is slanted and you know it. However, you are so willing to minimize, forget the scams and bad fairplay tactics like a sociopath is allowed to minimize or ignore his or victims emotions that you don't see that you are the loser, we are the victim of your constant bullying. 1% wage increases after years of 0% increases and you can justify that when Yahoo reports that the average Canadian can hope to get 2.5% this and next year: https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html You Liberals behave like fascists, but we can't call you that because that's not allowed! Well! Guess what? It is and you are. Live with it! You keep on dreaming you are a genius! :) I am retired, getting soon a nice pension, and laughing at you from a beach somewhere! AHAHA! Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 2:14 PM What's with the name calling Peter? For someone claiming to be retired you really don't show the wisdom of age. For someone who talks about logic, you use logical fallacies like ad hominems a lot too. It's a fair point that the BC Liberals didn't get a majority of the vote (and I'm a very big supporter of electoral reform). The BC Liberals + Conservatives did though, and I don't think it's realistic to expect the BC Conservatives to have been more generous had they been part of government. Last time I checked I just voted. I didn't "victimize" anyone. Perhaps your rage is misplaced. If you think the election was "stolen" I'm afraid I have to question your grasp on reality though. "Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?" I'm glad you'll have a pleasant retirement Peter. I have no ill will towards you. I'm not sure why you think I do. I'm not saying people were *right* to vote BC Liberal. That's a matter of opinion. All I'm saying is people *did* vote BC Liberal. More voted BC Liberal than BC NDP for the last 5 elections in a row actually. You need to understand why that happened in order to change it for the next election. Clearly you're not interested in that though. Which is fair enough. Just remember next time you're upset about something the BC Liberals do that your lack of interest is part of why the BC Liberals get elected at all.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 3:23 PM I love your culture --or the lack of thereof! Guess what, stop thinking averybody is white and must follow your little rules. Namecalling? Sociopath? Whaaaat? And, what if you are? Still can't call you that? :) You fascist right-wingers are big on censorship! I just don't like you giving us lessons on how to get the NDP in. As stated, people are voting right of the NDP because it is a matter of demographics and a little ethnic vote buying on the side. The rest is mumbo jombo. Yes, of course, they will have to go on strike in the future and yes they will have to build a strike fund. The Liberals stole that from the BCTF too! And, you wonder why I don't have any respect for them? Yes, electoral reform is needed! We agree!Delete Reply JJ GeorgeSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:46 AM As a parent, I support the teachers and respect whether they choose to vote yes or no. However I noticed a discrepancy here from other information I've read regarding prep time for elementary teachers. Here it states minimal improvement to prep time - only 10 minutes per week being added. Elsewhere I read that it is 100 minutes per week for prep, increasing by an additional 10 minutes in the final year. That is a significant difference, and worth noting. Or have I completely misunderstood?ReplyDelete Replies Anne-MarieSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:59 AM Elementary teachers currently have 90 minutes of preparation time per week so an increase to 100 minutes per week is only gaining 10 minutes. In other provinces and some private schools they have as much as 45 minutes of prep time per day.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:56 PM Thank you for inquiring!Delete DW ZSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:57 PM You're right JJ George. There is a significant difference around the province regarding preparation times. In my district elementary teachers currently get 100 minutes of prep time. This new proposal is useless to me. I'll have to wait 6 years to gain an extra 10 minutes. Delete Reply UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:11 AM Almost nobody gets cost of living adjustments. Also inflation is NOT 2%. Do some research and look at the CPI for BC over the last 24 months. The average over the last 2 years is 0.7%, not 2%. The CPI changes every month so you cant just look at the highest month and declare that THE inflation rate. Check out the 12 month averages document for the actual numbers. http://www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/StatisticsBySubject/Economy/ConsumerPriceIndex.aspx All that being said I support the teachers. if you think this is a bad deal as a parent my dream would be for the teachers to vote no but continue bargaining because I do think the kids need to be in school and I do fear that the teachers will lose all support if the strike continues. All I ask as a parent is that you do your own research and try not to be swayed by all the opinions. ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:01 AM Inflation for August was 2.1% (http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/economy/cpi-report-expected-to-reveal-rise-in-canadas-core-inflation-rate/article20593943/). The CPI is a year-over-year calculation.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:43 AM Inflation should be looked at as a yearly average, not an individual month.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:34 PM The lawyers do not believe we have compromised our court deal. Our leadership would not have sold us out. We dodged a bullet. The Premier had something loaded even if we are not sure what it was. The idea that we could simply return to work is not guaranteed. I think a no vote could easily lead to the Liberals locking us out again because the Premier wants to crush us and she will use any excuse. She did not want to take the advice of her people and do this deal. I am certain a plan for drastic action (where we have to take the concessions they had planned) or worse - was in place. We can't guarantee the press will do any better job explaining the complexities should we say no. They rarely sided with us in markets outside of Vancouver where people are more political and they often misled or allowed others to mislead. They are not helping and would sensationalize. This would see dissolution of support very quickly - especially if we asked for wages. (Though admittedly it angers me that we can't ask for wages without being accused of being greedy when that is what most bargaining units do). But we have argued this is about kids and while this is not ideal - it is better to have teachers than not. The deal does suck in that it does not bring us to par - but this fight needs to be won with a strategy that is political and capacity will do that in another round. We have some support - but it is limited to the choir. We need to have the pews too. We need to build that capacity while working and continue to find allies because the fight is bigger than most people want to consider. This is about ideology and about privatization. Education always was political but never more so than now and we have to fight this party or the conservatives who would do the same or worse. No teacher who is responsible can ignore the politics any longer. That is simply the truth. If you work in the system you better get informed and you better be prepared to fight until retirement for the system. That said, I want to ask the same question others are asking: Why is this the job of 42,000 teachers and not the job of all citizens who want equality to fight for this right? It is time (while the conversation is still on-going and up to and including election night) for us to guide the public where we can but mainly play our part by not propping the system up. Make poverty known. Make noise about shortfalls, ask questions (in the media or in board offices ) about who is going to fix it instead of paying ourselves, volunteer some but wait for the pubic to step up so they see what schools lack. I hate the deal too. But I trust Vince Ready and Iker and I don't think we could have done better right now. I think we dodged a bullet because I have read everything this government has put out and followed the trail. They plan to privatize and they are just looking for the route. Voting YES for now does not mean we are giving up. It does not mean a win in the way we wanted but we have won a battle that will lead to us winning the war. If we don't rest up and stock up we might not get there.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:57 PM Well, if it is bigger than just this battle, then we will need ALL the unions to strike if they do indeed use drastic (draconian) measures. I say it is time for ALL of the unions to call a general strike. I guarantee that they will not like that one bit. What will they do then? Call the army? :) People in Europe, at the end of the 19th century stood up in mines. General strikes do occur in Europe and have. If you think you had it tough, think of them who stood tall for US in tougher times and conditions. Make sacrifices. Sell furniture. Tutor on the side. Ask for the BCTF money. Ask your banker to help. As friends and relatives. If we say NO, it won't last long. If they legislate us back, let's call a general province-wide strike of all unions. Delete Reply Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:47 AM Between CC's smug smile as she celebrates slaughtered teachers and Jim Iker's goofy grin - seemingly unaware that he has been a willing puppet, I am thoroughly disgusted. Over the next 5 years, teachers will be in an increasingly bad situation financially, classrooms will continue to be too large and complex with increasing medical, social and environmental issues impacting academic delivery. It could not be less obvious that things will continue to worsen. The Liberals have ensured that BC is rapidly becoming the Canadian Monaco for rich off shore interests and wealthy corporations. Soon the underpaid "workers" will have to be bussed in daily to Vancouver - Asian style. The only recourse is to move to just about any other province and bring in up to $100,000 more over the six years with much less cost of living. So we are bailing, encouraged by friends who have gotten positions in Manitoba and Alberta. My colleagues and I discovered through contacting several school boards across Canada that specialist (special needs and behavioural) and secondary science teachers are in particular demand. I want to work in a professional, respectful environment where the needs of all children are considered a priority and where I feel inspired to do my best. However, I want my vote to reflect the wishes of teachers who will be here over the next 6 (5) years, so very much appreciate your blog and opportunity to read the comments.ReplyDelete Bert SlaterSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:11 AM To vote YES will throw away 12 years of effort, and 2 victories in BC Supreme Court. To vote YES will be to snatch defeat from the jaws of victory. If you vote YES what bargaining power do you think you will have - the government will do nothing, and then what do you think you will do - take job action? PLEASE VOTE NO.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:59 PM Time to show you have a spine!Delete Reply RodSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:06 AM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Cool HandSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 AM Wouldn't a 'No' vote be a vote of no confidence in the BCTF itself?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:02 AM Not at all. It is just a message to the leadership we need to do better. The strength of the union is the members, and we support the leadership by giving them direction through democratic means.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:40 PM I disagree. How else can a recommendation by the EC to vote yes be interpreted? Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:00 PM I am sure people will interpret this both ways, but it is a vote. If it is supposed to be a "Yes", because it might be interpreted one way, then why bother having a vote?Delete Kate TSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:07 AM Yes , it would be. I don't think we could come out much better than this with this government. How will a No obtain that? Christy will be happy, she can declare the BCTF gone and roll out her plan to privatize. Delete Reply David DeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:06 AM A no vote would be a rejection of a the court victories defied by the government and an inadequate deal containing some vague promises that won't meet the needs of teachers or students on class size and other important issues.In Ontario elementary teachers get 200 minutes of prep time per 5 day cycle. I know there is financial hardship, but the union has received close to $2 million in donations from other unions; is there no way of accessing hardship funds? At minimum, vote no and return to work on work to rule with various strike options.ReplyDelete Erica JonesSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:25 AM This article actually makes me so mad. It is NOT better for the kids that they have missed almost all of june and all of september. This is what you signed up for in BC as a teacher. Get on board or GET OUT.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:20 PM Is this really what teachers signed up for? At my high school, each class has about 30 kids, with an average of 17 kids per classroom with an identified learning disability. Our district says that there should be no more than 4 kids per classroom.. How do you expect non-specialist teachers to help each student when over half of them require more resources because of a learning disability? Furthermore, are you generalizing the "better-ness" to all the kids in BC? Because I don't think that it would be better if kids went back considering the learning environment isn't up to par. There are barely any Education Assistants, and support teachers for the multitude of children who need them. While I recognize and appreciate your enthusiasm for education, please realize that the public school system isn't a daycare. Also, please think about your words and the learning environment prior to speaking out. By the way, we're not an autocracy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:08 PM I can understand your frustration! Understand mine! I almost died at 7:30 pm one night returning from teaching a FI split class with several students who did not get enough support or no support at all. The principal expressed to me that he expected me to teach 2 different social studies programs and 2 different science programs. ANYONE I talked to knows that this is impossible to do, especially in French Immersion when kids get no support at home and books are often too hard for students to read. I had to quit my job. I did it for me and did it for the kids. I was like a surgeon who is asked to operate on 5 patients with an old scalpel with 2 inexperienced nurses. Predictably, 4 patients would die and I would be reprimanded! Teachers are put in terrible conditions and kids too. I hope you have the openmind to consider the reality of this honest personal anecdote. I also wish you to understand that this is likely not an isolated incident. What will it take? A kid to commit suicide because he or she is not getitng enough support?Delete Reply hilarySeptember 17, 2014 at 10:29 AM It is incorrect to equate lost funding with what the teachers would have received in grievances. The two are not equivalent. The starting position of the BCTF was $225M, so they never expected $3B to resolve grievances. I'm also interested to know where you get your figures on overcrowded classrooms. A recent Globe and Mail article says that classrooms are, on average, smaller than the caps set in 2002.ReplyDelete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:36 AM The signing bonus should be roughly $2500 each: 105 million divided by 41 thousand.ReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:53 AM It is not that simple. The $105 million is to be allocated by the union. The term "signing bonus" has been crossed off on the signed document. Some of that money may be used to pay union debts. Don't know this but clarification would be useful.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:16 PM Just quoting from the CBC news website, "And finally there are details of $105-million fund to settle grievances stemming from the ongoing court case. The BCTF says that money will be given out as a signing bonus, with specific amount yet to be determined."Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:34 AM I think it would be smart to put at least part of it into your strike fund.Delete Reply WheelsSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:55 AM If the money is used as a signing bonus, it should be based on FTEReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:12 PM Yes I am sure it will be based on FTE. The question is how much of the $105 Million is actually distributed. This is up to the union, and I am told that it is yet to be decided.Delete GuruSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:44 PM And don't forget all the retired teachers who are entitled to a share of it.Delete Reply Geoff OrmeSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:18 PM In another discussion of this someone suggested that under BC Labour Law a no vote means rejection of the proposed deal, and that means the strike continues until either: - the union in question elects to stand down - another tentative deal is presented or - the government imposes a legislated contract. I think the last of these is the most likely, and I believe the legislated contract would be draconian and brutal. What do you think, Tara? Also, I would appreciate your thoughts on Sandy Garossino's comments at https://storify.com/Garossino/should-teachers-accept-the-contractReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:14 PM If this is so, in a few month (likely a couple of years), teachers will win so much more with a Supreme Court judgment! It is possible that the Liberals know that the higher courts are stacked by Liberal judges (that is what happen when judges are chosen, not elected). In any case, a negative settlement (or not a great judgment) will galvinize the public to reform the way the Supreme court judges are being chosen. I doubt that any govn't will want that to happen. A legislated contract will make the LIbs look like sociopaths and dictators.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:47 PM Peter I think you are expecting far too much from the public, many of whom are only paying attention to this matter due to kids being home from school. The public are not remotely this savvy on the political process.Delete Reply IslanderSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:09 PM I am a continuing education teacher. We have it even worse and we are not listened to enough about our poor conditions. Those include no prep time (and we do have to mark and do report cards many times a year sometimes and commonly for 30 students in a class), travelling to different schools with no compensation, and having next to no breaks in between 3 hour classes. I worked for two years with no lunch break and taught 6 hours straight (just 15 min. breaks) to be told, "don't complain since there are others who will do it". We then got 15 min. breaks in between classes. Most of our students are wealthy immigrants, many who try to stay in classes as long as possible since the classes are free. After spending a year in Germany, I realize how better organized it is where the immigrants pay to learn the language on a sliding scale, and have to pay for a student book as well for each class. We do not even have text books, but photocopy so much at tax payers' expense. This is not right. I then teach summer school since we were not on a 12 month continual salary and most of those students are also immigrants (at least 75%). This is also free and it is becoming so common and the new immigrants know this is free babysitting and tutoring. I think one main problem is that we have so many new immigrants in our classes who need ESL like this article states about our inclusion style of education nowadays: http://www.vancouversun.com/life/Shelley+Fralic+trouble+with+schools/10203596/story.html I am honored to be teaching and like my job, but it does get exhausting especially since I need two or three jobs to pay the mortgage that I now no longer have.. back to renting since it all I can afford in this city that has become so expensive. And many don't realize that it is very very difficult to get to full time work as a teacher here. There was a formula that made it take about 10 years to get to f/t (now finally changed). I have been without pay for 3 months, and now had to finally rent a place in anticipation of returning to work, so I have to vote "yes", but please keep the comments coming for what alternatives we have. Maybe we have to just educate the public in a better way than picketing; maybe get out and walk around malls and talk to people and hand out pamphlets on how this liberal government is hurting this. Most Asians (probably just the new who are from such a different system) are already against the teachers since they do not seem to understand what is going on. http://www.vancouversun.com/Business/asia-pacific/Chuck+Chiang+Many+Asian+families+place+blame/10202757/story.htmlReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:17 PM First of all, myn thoughts are with you! I think your ideas about using different strategies is smart. Picketing is not a very good strategy to let people know about things. I think using the membership to flood media comment sections would be more effective. Going to talk to the public might be a good idea along with this, I think. Phone the BCTF and ask for support.Delete Reply Marsha HolleySeptember 17, 2014 at 1:36 PM A teachers wife Vote no you have come to far to back down. It is a -----Y DEAL. ReplyDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:45 PM Ask yourself WHY teachers cannot get 1/2 of the average increase in salary of the private sector? (The Libs will tell you because there are sooooooo many teachers, but I also hear that there are provinces where there is a need for teachers!) TORONTO - A new study says that Canadians, on average, can expect about the same size salary increase next year as in 2014. Human resources consultants Pal Benefits says a survey of 401 organizations, mainly in Ontario, Alberta and British Columbia, projected salary increase for 2015 at an average of 2.79 per cent. That was almost unchanged from the 2.74 per cent average increase projected in last year's survey. Meanwhile, in addition to the average salary increase remaining relatively steady year over year, the survey found that the percentage of employers who plan to freeze salaries appears to have stabilized at eight per cent —in the same percentages as was projected in 2014. Breaking down the numbers further, the survey found the average salary increase anticipated in the engineering, financial services and high technology sectors was three per cent. That compared with an average of 2.5 per cent on the low end for organizations in durable manufacturing. https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.htmlReplyDelete "Mama Rose"September 17, 2014 at 9:12 PM I used to agree with you, Tara, and appreciate you bringing these items to your blog to get us all thinking. But after a very long night and day of research and discussion, I realize I will be voting yes tomorrow. Here is why: I don't care about salary or benefit increases. That is not why I went on strike. I don't care if this tentative deal is not good for teachers. That's not why I went on strike either. For me, the single most important issue is class size and composition. I want to work in a classroom where I have enough time and resources available to me to adequately help all the students I teach. And while it is true that this tentative deal will not change anything in the classrooms right now (or at least most of our classrooms), I realized that we couldn't actually make changes in that area because the issues of cs and c is before the courts. When I made that connection and realized that this round of bargaining was really about a "good enough" agreement regarding wages, then the deal seems, well... good enough. BUT, the best part, is the language the BCTF legal team made around the furture court decision (the re-opener). They have it in writing that if we win the court case (which is likely) and when we have to start bargaining class size and comp again (that is exactly what Justice Susan Griffin said we would have to do) we will be STARTING from the 2002 levels. To make this simple to understand, I explained it to my friends using a number line. With this new language, the BCTF starts the next round of bargaining at say a 50. The government will want us to go to 10 or 15, and we'll compromise and end up maybe 25. But WITHOUT that language, we would have started bargaining at a 10 and only gone down from there. So I do believe it is the best deal possible, it still factors in the biggest issue (from my perspective), we do not lose the important gains of the past, and most importantly, everyone gets to go back to school.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 PM Mam Rose, I appreciate your point of view and your courage. However, let me point out to you and the readers that a decision at the BC supreme court might not turn out the way teachers anticipate. We all know that judges are appointed and who does the appointing? "All justices of the BCSC (including the position of Chief Justice and Associate Chief Justice) are appointed by the federal cabinet, on recommendation of the Minister of Justice. Masters are appointed by the provincial cabinet, on recommendation of the Attorney General in consultation with the Chief Justice." (Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Supreme_Court_of_British_Columbia) Now, I would like to think that all of those people are objective, but they are appointed and we know that there are political appointments. They have a lot of discretion over the laws and judgments. I am willing to bet that the BC Liberals do know this and are betitng the farm (or do they know something we don't know) that the Supreme Courts are stacked against teachers? So, I am not sure if we can count on a WIN if we proceed with the court ruling. I think we would be better to negotiate and negotiate a better deal.Delete Reply retaSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:57 AM Yes...no...yes...no...The last two days have been this. I’ve read so many articles and comments over the past few months and, I can say, I have learned a lot. I know this is not a great deal for teachers right now. I will be voting yes. This is why… 1. The children. Without going into the multiple issues (e.g., grad, post secondary, trades, sports, global education/trips, planned activities, those with varying degrees of special needs, those that need a soft place to land, etc., etc.) the children need to get on with their education. 2. The parents. For many parents, this strike is a financial burden. We do not like to be called baby sitters, but for many living below the poverty line, school is a financial relief. Winter is coming; gas bills will be expensive. 3. Poverty. Remember, BC has the highest child poverty rate in Canada. Schools feed and clothe numerous children. 4. The other systems educators work collaboratively with. MFCD, CYMH, foster parents, group homes, and the multitude of non-profit agencies that support vulnerable children and families are bursting at the seams. We are a part of that team. 5. CUPE. While some have been paid during this strike, that money is coming from districts. It was not provided by the government. And, CUPE is a partner in education - from the bus drivers to the tech dept to custodians to secretaries to EAs and so on. 6. Small Businesses. In our little towns, the school district is the number one employer. There is a direct cause-effect relationship between loss of wage and loss of business. 7. Money. The amount of money that is needed to reverse the erosion of the public education system over numerous years cannot be recouped in one sitting. This agreement is a start. It’s not much but the stage has been set. 8. THE COURT CASE. That is why we were on strike. All the other stuff could have been resolved months ago, but our government was working hard to make the court case go away. Well, it still exists. I consider that the victory. We live to fight another day (as rhetorical as that sounds) AND I hope people actually read the ruling and think critically about how a loss could impact the future of the Charter of Rights, and the power of government to contravene those rights. I am guessing we will vote to ratify as so many fear “what’s next?” from this government. It’s nasty business, and I think legislation would be next. VALUING PUBLIC EDUCATION needs to come from a STRONG, CONSISTENT public voice. If we do ratify the agreement, and those in the profession and public think we've given up, we have not. We’ve been fighting for years. We just haven’t been heard… until now. ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:21 AM I understand your point of view, but sometimes you have to fight to get what you want. This is a VERY bad deal, considering: Other people get on average 2.5% salary increases last year and this year and the next and the rest of us get 1% and must feel happy if we do.? (https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html) THIS DEAL is a horrendously BAD deal for kids/parents as well, of course. We are going to continue to be humiliated and be the laughing stock of many people of this province. After a decade of paycuts, WOW, this is what they are willing to offer! WOW! WOW! WOW!Delete Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:30 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Reply Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:37 PM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:08 PM Let's cross our fingers! I think we need a general strike by all unions if CC legislates teachers back. It is time to put the foot down and tell her and the Liberals that, as in the movie Network,"I am mad as hell and I won't take it anymore!"Delete Reply Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 8:26 PM Needs help on some stats for an online debate Looking for the last 10 or 15 years of contractual salary increases in %. So, 1% for 2001, 0% for 2002,...ReplyDelete Children FirstSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:00 PM Well it's all done now. Really hope the teacher's can find another angle to deal with class size and composition as well as student funding. The government will make sure the coming court case never swings your way no matter what. 2nd most expensive place to live in the the world!!! Wonder why and where the money goes??? ReplyDelete AnonSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 PM I'm an outsider, but have followed closely this whole fiasco and this is a RAW deal. Your union hung you out to dry on this one - taking a really bad deal (clearly no one from the BCTF had rudimentary math skills in their toolbox) and then publicly encouraging to the media that teachers accept the deal....what choice did you have - a no vote would have outraged the public. I could go on and on, but the bottom line, in my opinion, is that your union better get some stronger leaders who are PR and technology savvy. Out with Iker and the rest of those who bargained on your behalf - they just got ......well , we know that happened. Whew, can't even believe how screwed you got, absolutely amazing - nothing meaningful gained in the big picture and only very minor gains for a small group of people, bigger losses for the majority.. Wow - I better stop now. Best of luck. Thanks for all you do for our children. ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ▼  September (9) Reflections on the BC Teacher Strike BC Teacher strike - Lessons learned Response to Sandy Garossino Will the Education Fund improve classroom conditio... Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Class composition: a human rights perspective Class size and composition - a short visual histor... Guest post - I WILL HOLD THE LINE Teachers - let your leadership know it is time to ... ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13726,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 1997 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 10, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 1997 Anti-Poverty Action Grants by Margaret Ross The 1997 AGM adopted the following priority: To strengthen the capacity and efficacy of BCTF leadership on social issues, including poverty, racism, sexism, violence, and homophobia. Anti-poverty grants are available from the Federation as one avenue of working on this priority. The local anti-poverty grant supports locals in the development and implementation of community-based initiatives linked to the BCTF anti-poverty campaign. Local anti-poverty action grants will be provided to locals on the following basis: a. The sharing formula is 50% BCTF, 50% local to a maximum grant of $3,000. b. Local submits an outline of proposed activities with estimated costs to the BCTF to obtain approval for the grant before undertaking a program. c. The proposed activities focus on community-based anti-poverty initiatives. d. PD field staff person is involved in the development of the local program. e. All grants will be approved by a full-time table officer, on advice from appropriate PD field staff. f. Funds will be allocated on a first-come, first-served basis. Community groups, such as End Legislated Poverty are eager to work with teachers to form coalitions. Possible grant uses: Developing “economic justice versus charity” campaigns. Establishing a program to help low-income families have better access to schools and PACs. Lobbying communities to provide recreational passes for low-income families. Providing support and training to establish community gardens. Training and support for lobby efforts to provide school lunch programs. Interested? Contact your local office. “Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the world. Indeed, it’s the only thing that ever has.”– Margaret Mead Margaret Ross is co-ordinator of the BCTF’s Status of Women Program. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet ""Everyone laughed when I said I wanted to open a button store" http://t.co/4AVIQWDBfB #smallbiz #entrepreneur" @naomiyamamoto - 06:39pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=10440,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 19, Number 4, January/February 2007 Readers write Bill 33 a year later This time last year, teachers were involved in a political protest to gain fair negotiating rights, a fair wage settlement, and reinstatement of fair class-size and class-composition numbers. We marched beside members from other unions because they believed, that in gaining our rights, the rights of all unions would be gained. We marched beside parents and students because they believed what we were doing would improve learning conditions in schools. And because of our unwavering beliefs, we have a wage settlement that keeps up with inflation and we have Bill 33. Bill 33 was the government’s attempt to address class size and composition. It gave us arbitrarily set class-size limits and a limit of three students with Individual Education Plans (IEP) per class. What it didn’t give us was any means to remedy classes over these limits. Bill 33 is merely a data collection system. It counts numbers of students and that’s it. What does this mean for students? What does it mean for teachers? Students get no more help. Teachers get no more support. We still have the same number of students. We still have the teachers teaching the same number of students. In the words of one teacher, "We struggle to do our best, but we are only human." Approximately 45% of our classes are over the limit of students with IEPs. One teacher observed that his class sizes were actually bigger this year and said, "Isn’t that what we went on strike for last year? Smaller class size?" As an informed community concerned about the future and the people who will be our future, we have to remain vigilant in advocating for an environment "appropriate for student learning." We owe it to our children. It’s the least we can do for their future. Please contact your child’s teacher and ask questions about class size and composition. Just ask. Karen Langenmaier Courtenay Everyone should help with literacy In the Lesley Edwards article "The Teacher Librarian: A Students’ Best Bet to Acquire Information Literacy Skills," (Teacher, Nov./Dec. 2006), I was reminded of the debate in teacher circles over 15 years ago over which teacher group was responsible for teaching reading and writing skills. As the debate raged, the general consensus was that all teachers needed to teach these skills, not just English teachers. Science teachers needed to teach students the literacy skills related to science, and so on. Improving students’ writing skills was everyone’s responsibility. Information literacy, media awareness, and online safety are too important to be left to any one teacher group. In a recent Industry Canada national report called "Young Canadians in a Wired World 2005," 94% of the 5,000 students polled had Internet access at home. Students in Grades 10 and 11 prefer to use the Internet over the library by a factor of 10 to 1. All teachers need to address the lack of students’ information literacy skills, particularly as they relate to subject-specific domains. I agree we don’t hand teenagers the keys to the family car, without teaching them how to drive. But let’s get everyone involved in the driving lessons. Maryjanne Yusyp Vancouver Fish farm fiction? I have just been alerted to new curriculum that is being "offered" to Grade 8 teachers from the Aquaculture in the Classroom Program. This is an arm of a partisan fish farming organization that is offering this material. In Prince Rupert, we have had a long and largely successful fight against fish farms and their products. Please ask teachers who might be considering using this material to: (1) Look at the material opposed to fish farms—www.bucksuzuki.org is one of many places to start. (2) Contact Des Nobels at 250-624-3921 for more information. (3) Consider not using the material from this partisan source at all. Marty Bowles President, PRDTU Finding voice an inspiration I am writing to say a huge thank you for publishing the story "Finding Voice," by Suzanne McCarthy (Teacher, Nov./Dec. 2006). It was one of the most heart-warming stories I have ever had the pleasure of reading. It just shows how powerful a force love is—that special kind of love a dedicated teacher has for the children in her care. I hope you can let Suzanne know that her story is a real inspiration for all of us. It is a reminder that we should always look just a little deeper and see what treasure is locked away inside the souls of those we meet along life’s journey! Thanks to you and your newsmagazine for allowing all of us (readers) to share Suzanne’s most excellent story. Marie Reid Saanich Parents can still opt out The front-page headline of the October 2006 issue of Teacher was commendable: "Building positive parent relationships." It’s too bad that such an unfortunate contrast to that tone appeared in the centrefold article by Glen Hansma, "Parents can opt out of provincial curriculum: Clarifying alternative delivery." Many BC parents are offended that two militant individuals should be handed such wide-ranging influence over their children’s curriculum. For some parents, this feeling is obviously related to the negative assessment of homosexual behaviour found within the Bible, which happens to be the historic basis for the worldview of millions of Canadians. How is the BCTF working to build "positive relationships" with those parents? Hansma writes about promoting "inclusive classrooms." Assuming the Correns might be successful in achieving significant changes to curriculum, how will the BCTF then promote the inclusion of Bible-believing Christians—and any others—who are opposed to homosexual behaviour for genuine conscientious reasons? The headline over Hansma’s article states that parents "cannot" opt out of provincial curriculum. That is patently false. The BCTF itself has provided a strong example for parents (and teachers, too) with its recent illegal job action: everyone who finds a government action heinous can boldly, and with all good conscience, "take a stand" against it. (And of course, get ready to face any consequences.) Richard Peachey Abbotsford Accountability conference I would like to take this opportunity to thank BCTF for hosting an accountability conference in October. It was a profound experience to be in attendance, to hear progressive educational leaders speak valiantly on prevalent issues in public education today and to have an opportunity to gather in small groups for discussions facilitated by deeply caring professionals. The message that was shaped collectively by the attendees—teachers, parents, trustees—is one of eloquence and determination; determination to continue to form a consistent, tireless, and principled voice for the needs of all students in BC. This kind of voice will provide leadership and assist teachers in your daily efforts to build a public education system that gives every child an opportunity to make a difference and fashions young minds to become compassionate members of a larger human family. Stephan Vdovine Trustee, Maple Ridge Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13134,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 1999 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 11, Number 5, March 1999 Grievetalk: The discrimination must cease by Sharon Yandle Arbitrator orders level playing field If a policy is applied to one teacher exactly the way it applies to all teachers, can the individual claim to be a victim of discrimination? In some circumstances, yes. A recent arbitration award ordered School District 61 (Victoria) to exempt a teacher from a policy "honestly made, applicable to all, and rationally connected to the performance of the job" because it discriminates against him. The grievance arose when the employer, asserting a right to assign all teachers to teach in more than one department, assigned a teacher two blocks of social studies rather than the seven blocks of PE he had taught for over 20 years. Although widely acknowledged as an excellent PE teacher, he claimed that a lifelong learning disability made teaching academic subjects difficult, if not impossible. This situation proved to be a classic example of "adverse-effect discrimination." Unlike "direct discrimination," where a rule is expressly intended to discriminate—for example, that everyone may vote except Asians—adverse-effect discrimination does not depend on intent. An apparently neutral rule applied evenly to everyone may be discriminatory if the rule affects an individual differently from everyone else. For example, in an overcrowded school, a rule that all teachers must teach at least one block in a portable may appear to be even-handed and fair to all—the antithesis of discrimination. But if a teacher in a wheelchair has difficulty getting through the door, the rule would likely be found to discriminate against that teacher. And since discrimination by reason of physical disability is prohibited, that application of the rule would be a violation of the Human Rights Code. In the Victoria teacher's case, requiring nine hearing days, Arbitrator Marguerite Jackson produced a decision that she called "appropriate to the protection of the fundamental rights of the individual." She found that the employer's decision to require teachers to teach in more than one department "had a discriminatory effect (upon the teacher) because it imposes on him burdens or obligations additional to those imposed on non-disabled teachers." Arbitrator Jackson also turned her mind to the school district's "duty to accommodate" the individual once discrimination has been established—the obligation to do whatever is possible "up to the point of undue hardship" to eliminate the discriminatory effects of its policy. In the Victoria case, she concluded that the board's offers of assistance fell short of this standard, and she ordered the board to exempt the teacher from the rule and assign him to teach only PE. While the Jackson award dealt with a disability, most of the Supreme Court of Canada decisions on the subject have involved employees' religious beliefs. One such decision ruled that, notwithstanding universal statutory holidays, a school board must permit Jewish teachers time off to observe Yom Kippur. Another ordered the Central Okanagan School District to exempt a custodian, a Seventh Day Adventist, from the requirement that all custodial staff will rotate through Friday-evening shifts, because his religion prohibits work on that evening. Numerous arbitration awards have extended these decisions to a variety of other circumstances in which discrimination is prohibited by law. Two salient points emerge from these cases, both underscored in the Victoria arbitration. First, there can be no discrimination against an individual by intent or by effect. And, second, the duty to accommodate is to do what can reasonably be done to take the effect of the discrimination away. The objective is a level playing field. Contract language prevails over any process An interesting aspect of a recent arbitration award is the ruling that the provisions of a collective agreement are paramount, no matter who makes an employment decision. At issue was a department's decision to change the assignment of an individual teacher. Arbitrator Marguerite Jackson found that although the decision had been made by department staff, reviewed by the school's staff committee, and upheld by the principal "because the collegial process had been followed in determining the assignment," the decision, "with respect, misses the point. Whether assignments are made collegially or by the principal himself," she said, they must be made in accordance with the collective agreement. This award should lay to rest the notion that collective-agreement rights can be set aside if a collegial process is followed. While consultation and co-operation are always desirable, the processes must take place within the framework of the collective agreement. Decisions that contravene teachers' contractual rights will not be allowed to stand. Sharon Yandle is an assistant director in the BCTF's Organization Support Division. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/francais/NouvellesFECB.aspx?id=31071&printPage=true,Nouvelles de la FECB Vol.19, No.5, 9 octobre 2013  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Français > Nouvelles de la FECB > 2013-14 Archive       Volume 19, Numéro 5, 9 octobre 2013  Dans ce numéro:     La violence au travail: Votre besoin de savoir, c'est votre droit de savoir  Arrêtez de vous renvoyer la balle  Cultivons l’amour de l’apprentissage : renforcer et partager votre passion  Le Comité exécutif de la FECB rend visite à votre syndicat local  Yertle la tortue est libre! Davantage de liberté d'expression obtenue pour les enseignants  Ensemble pour un monde, plus juste - Together fairness works  Le lock-out d’IKEA Richmond continue  SleepCountry rejoint le programme BCTF Avantage  Randonnée pédestre pour les enseignants autour de l’Histoire du travail pour les enseignants, le 26 octobre    La violence au travail: Votre besoin de savoir, c'est votre droit de savoir   Fini le flou entourant la vie privée ou la confidentialité de l'élève. Vous avez le droit de savoir quand un élève de votre classe ou de votre école pose un réel risque de sécurité pour vous ou pour les personnes avec lesquelles vous travaillez. Les règlements de WorkSafeBC sont clairs : l'employeur a la responsabilité d’informer le personnel de « tous les dangers connus ou raisonnablement prévisibles en matière de santé et sécurité, cela incluant la violence en milieu de travail. » En fait, la réglementation de WorkSafeBC définit la violence comme « l'exercice ou la tentative par une personne, autre qu'un travailleur, d’exercer une force physique afin de causer un préjudice à un travailleur, et inclut toute déclaration ou comportement menaçant qui donne un motif raisonnable au travailleur de croire qu'il ou elle court le risque de blessure. » (les blessures ou dommages, incluant l'intimidation ou le harcèlement par un collègue de travail sont couverts par un autre règlement). Un récent Bulletin de Worksafe affirme que, chaque année, plus de 115 travailleurs dans le secteur de l'éducation de la Colombie-Britannique, finissent par s'absenter du travail en raison de blessures infligées par les élèves. « Les travailleurs signalent souvent que les incidents violents se produisent " sans signes avant-coureurs " ou sont " tomber du ciel ". Cependant, les enquêtes sur les incidents révèlent souvent que l'élève impliqué avait un historique, un risque connu ou un comportement violent dont les travailleurs n’avaient pas été informés par le biais des évaluations, des plans de formation individuels ou des plans de sécurité des employés ». Prenez le temps de lire ce bulletin de WorkSafe. Différents scénarios, y compris celui des élèves qui passent d'un conseil scolaire à l'autre, sont en vedette. Auparavant, les administrateurs n’informaient pas souvent le personnel de l’école d’élèves nouvellement transférés et potentiellement violents, invoquant la confidentialité de l'élève. Cette information ne peut plus être retenue. Tout aussi important, le personnel doit également être informé de tout parent ayant fait preuve d'un comportement agressif ou menaçant envers un membre du personnel. Lire le Bulletin WorkSafe ici. (en anglais seulement) Nous vous encourageons à discuter de cette réglementation lors de la réunion du Comité de santé et sécurité de votre école et lors de votre réunion du personnel enseignant, afin de vous assurer que tout le monde est au courant de ses droits. Arrêtez de vous renvoyer la balle  Le gouvernement provincial et le SCFP/CUPE ont récemment négocié une convention collective, mais le gouvernement a refusé de financer les dispositions de l'accord et a déclaré que les conseils scolaires doivent payer tous les frais associés. Le ministre de l’Éducation, Peter Fassbender, a déclaré que les conseils scolaires « devraient avoir budgété » pour de tels accords. La FECB a adopté une résolution à l’Assemblée représentative d'été spécialement convoquée demandant au gouvernement de financer tous les coûts des accords du SCFP. Nous ne croyons pas qu'il soit possible financièrement de s'attendre à ce que les conseils scolaires continuent de payer pour les coûts engendrés, que ce soit  les hausses de tarifs de BC Hydro ou les augmentations de salaire bien méritées. Les conseils scolaires de Richmond, Coquitlam, Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows et Vancouver ont tous affirmé la semaine dernière que ces coûts supplémentaires ne peuvent donner lieu qu’à une nouvelle perte de moral et plus de coupes dans les programmes éducatifs. Cultivons l’amour de l’apprentissage :renforcer et partager votre passion  Avez-vous un atelier à partager ? La FECB est l'hôte de la 17e Conférence annuelle des nouveaux enseignants à l'Hôtel Radisson de Richmond, le vendredi 28 février et le samedi 1er mars 2014.  Elle lance un appel pour des propositions d'ateliers et des présentateurs (date limite: le 21 octobre). La conférence est conçue comme une opportunité de perfectionnement professionnel pour les enseignants en début de carrière, dans leurs cinq premières années d'enseignement, les enseignants suppléants et les maîtres-stagiaires. Les deux journées sont un excellent moyen pour les enseignants en début de carrière de se réseauter, de partager et d'apprendre des autres et avec les autres. Nous encourageons tous les enseignants à présenter un atelier. Les congés, les frais de voyage, les dépenses per diem et l’hébergement sont prévus pour un enseignant par atelier. Pour plus d'informations, envoyez s'il vous plaît un courriel à Marie-Claude Tremblay à la FECB (mctremblay@bctf.ca). Le Comité exécutif de la FECB rend visite à votre syndicat local   Les officiers et les membres du Comité exécutif provincial de la FECB rendent actuellement visite aux écoles et assistent à des réunions locales partout en province. Ils mettent à jour les membres sur notre procès au sujet de Loi 28et sur la négociation provinciale. Assistez s'il vous plaît à une réunion pour avoir réponses à vos questions et formuler des commentaires sur les prochaines étapes. Le numéro de septembre du Teacher magazine contient la mise à jour la plus récente sur la négociation provinciale et peut être lu ici. La négociation provinciale reprendra plus tard ce mois-ci. Restez à l'écoute. Yertle la tortue est libre! Davantage deliberté d'expression obtenue pour les enseignants  Les griefs déposés à Cranbrook, Nanaimo, Vancouver et Prince Rupert en faveur de la liberté d’expression ont été réglés en faveur de la FECB et avec préjudice. Cela inclut l’infâme situation de la tortue Yertle, à Prince Rupert. Les enseignants à qui ont avaient demandé de supprimer les macarons, T-shirts ou pancartes portant des messages politiques et autres ont reçu des excuses et les conseils scolaires impliqués ont admis que leurs administrateurs avaient outrepassé les limites de leur autorité en émettant de tels ordres. Les enseignants ont obtenu que les instructions verbales et écrites ainsi que les lettres disciplinaires soient retirées de leurs dossiers personnels. Ensemble pour un monde, plus juste - Togetherfairness works  Le mouvement syndical ce n'est pas seulement des emplois décents. Il s'agit d'une vie meilleure, pour tout le monde. C'est le message que des millions de Canadiens partout au pays verront sur leur écran de télévision à partir du 7 octobre et jusqu’au 17 novembre. Cela fait partie d'une campagne de publicité nationale parrainée par le Congrès du travail du Canada pour rappeler aux gens les choses positives que nous apprécions tous parce que les syndicats assurent l'équité en milieu de travail et dans nos vies. Surveillez les annonces sur les réseaux de télévision suivants: CTV et CTV2, Ici Radio-Canada et Radio-Canada Nouvelles, BBC Canada, Bravo, City, CMT, Comedy, CTS, Discovery, DIY, DTOUR, E!, Food, HGTV, History, National Geographic, NBA, Showcase, Slice, Space et découvrez fairnessworks.ca pour en apprendre davantage sur les avantages que les syndicats offrent à tout le monde. Si vous aimez ce que vous voyez, tweetez avec #FairnessWorks.  Le lock-out d’IKEA Richmond continue   Les syndicats affiliés à la Fédération du travail, y compris la FECB, continuent de demander à tous leurs membres et au public de ne pas fréquenter les magasins IKEA de Richmond et de Coquitlam ou de ne pas magasiner en ligne au cours du lock-out des membres des Teamsters qui a débuté le 13 mai. Avec des profits de plus de 4 milliards de dollars l'an dernier, IKEA peut certainement se permettre de parvenir à un accord équitable avec ses employés. Le président de la FECB, Jim Iker, s’est récemment rendu à un rassemblement devant le magasin IKEA de Richmond. Voici le lien à la page Facebook pour les Teamsters du local 312. SleepCountry rejoint le programme BCTF Avantage  La FECB a établi un partenariat avec SleepCountry Canada afin de fournir des offres spéciales sur des matelas, des oreillers, des draps et des accessoires. Les offres changent tous les 4-6 semaines. Visitez s'il vous plaît le site web de la FECB pour plus d’informations. Randonnée pédestre pour les enseignants autour de l’Histoire du travail, le 26 octobre   Participerez-vous à une activité de perfectionnement professionnel à Vancouver le 25 octobre ? Le Vancouver Labour History Walking Tour/La Ballade à pied de la Vancouver Labour History offre une visite guidée spéciale et coïncidant avec les activités de perfectionnement professionnel auxquelles les enseignants participent le 25 octobre. Vancouver est ancrée dans une riche histoire du travail et l’ancien président de la FECB, Ken Novakowski, a organisé, révisé et mis à jour les visites pour le samedi 26 octobre. Rendez vous, s’il vous plaît, à la fontaine de la Galerie des beaux-arts de Vancouver située sur la rue Georgia entre Hornby et Howe. Le premier groupe partira à 9h30 et un second groupe partira à 10h. Chaque visite dure environ une heure et demie et se terminera au Palais des Congrès(Convention centre) de Vancouver. Tous les membres de la FECB sont les bienvenus. Veuillez s'il vous plaît vous inscrire en envoyant un courriel à knova@telus.net avant le 22 octobre, en indiquant votre nom, le nombre de convives et votre préférence pour l’heure de départ. La tournée est à l'extérieur, donc n'oubliez pas de vous habiller en fonction de la météo.    )
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "Eid Mubarak to all those celebrating in BC!" @bcliberals - 06:52pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141003,www.youtube.com,http://www.youtube.com/embed/FfMVsjF-cDI?rel=0,Premier Christy Clark -- Convention 2014 - YouTube)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "October is #FosterFamilyMonth. Thank you #BC for opening your homes and hearts to more than 5,900 children and youth." @John_Yap - 11:14pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9176&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 19, Number 1, September 2006 10 New BCTF lesson aids 1 LA 9347—Children’s Global Arts: Communicating The World We Want, Tim Hopper, Kathy Sanford, Nadine Cruickshanks, DVD, 33 p. Project Guide, ©2005. This DVD tells the story of the Children’s Global Arts project, which started in 2003. The project is an exchange of artwork between children in Canada and children in war-torn Afghanistan and Iraq and is based on the theme "The World We Want." The DVD contains video footage of five lessons created and taught by teachers to develop arts-based exchanges with children. The children’s artistic expressions impart images and impressions of the world we live in and visions for the world we want. The project web site has examples of children’s expressions from around the world: www.educ.uvic.ca/globalarts/. Grades K–6. $18.95. 2 LA7071—Home Economics Now: Transformative Practice, Ecology, and Everyday Life, edited by Mary Gale Smith, Linda Peterat and Mary Leah de Zwart, 174 p. ©2004. This book is a collection of papers originally presented at the Vaines Symposium held at UBC in September 2003 to honour Dr. Eleanore Vaines. Each of the nine chapters demonstrates the deep influence Vanes’ scholarship, theorizing, and research has had on the next generation of scholars in home economics, human ecology, family studies and education. The contributors highlight the recurring themes of Eleanore Vaines’ work: transforming practice through reflection guided by a moral vision, re-imaging the world as our home, attending the common good and the ecological values for living in harmony with our world, and uncovering the wholeness and sacredness of everyday life. This book also includes a collection of maps/charts created by Eleanore Vaines to guide her theoretical inquiries. Grades 8–Adult. $29.95. 3 LA 8007—Basic Phonics Skills, Level A, Grades PreK–K, produced by Evan-Moor Educational Publishers, 290 p. ©2004. This book features 239 reproducible skill sheets and 26 reproducible Little Alphabet Readers. The book is organized into sections by phonetic or structural element, with each skill presented in the same consistent format. Worksheets for each skill progress in difficulty so that teachers may choose practice that meets individual student needs. Note that the book is published in the USA and may contain some US-based standards. $29.95 4 LA 8008—Basic Phonics Skills, Level B. Grades K–1, Produced by Evan-Moor Educational Publishers, 290 p., ©2004. This book features 238 reproducible skill sheets and 20 reproducible Little Phonics Readers featuring stories that utilize the phonetic elements presented in that book. The book is organized into sections by phonetic or structural element, with each skill presented in the same consistent format. Worksheets for each skill progress in difficulty so that teachers may choose practice that meets individual student needs. Note that the book is published in the USA and may contain some US-based standards. $29.95 5 LA 9593—Experimenting with Physical Science: A Sourcebook for Elementary and Middle School Teachers, Gordon Gore, 302 p. ©2006. This illustrated book is an updated version and collection of all of the author’s previous "Experimenting With" series: Experimenting with Light and Colour, Experimenting with Forces, Experimenting with Simple Machines, Experimenting with Electricity, Experimenting with Air, Experimenting with Energy, and Experimenting with Physical and Chemical Changes. Teacher guides and chapter tests are included within the book for all topics. This book includes hands-on science activities for young people. The activities may be done in pairs or small groups of students. Many of the activities require only readily available materials. Grades 6–9. $31.95 6 LA 9773—Any Kid Can Write Music! Anne Spitzer Hill, 14 p. ©2005. This unit plan was written to assist teachers in guiding elementary students through a series of simple, fun and logical steps to create and perform a composition for either recorder or xylophone. Includes concepts to be learned, materials required, five lessons and a performance outline. Grades 4–5 $3.95 7 LA 3202—Legends and Teachings of Xeel’s’ the Creator, Pacific Educational Press, 112 p., ©2006. This book provides a rich source of Coast Salish history and teachings through the four traditional stories of Elder Ellen Rice White, handed down to her from her grandparents and their ancestors. The tales are ancient but their lessons are surprisingly modern: how a mother can help her baby survive and thrive,how a community can prevent preteens from becoming angry and rebellious, how people from different cultures can learn to respect one another and celebrate their differences, and how a young man can learn to take responsibility for the children he has fathered. The book fulfills many of the Prescribed Learning Outcomes listed in the BC Ministry of Education Integrated Resource Package (2000), and it is especially well suited as a learning resource for BC First Nations Studies students. Grades 4+ $18.95 8 LA 3214—Timeline History of Aboriginal Peoples in British Columbia, BCTF, 28 cm x 170 cm poster, ©2006. This colourful poster includes selected times with a description of important historical events from pre-contact and 1492–2001, written from the perspective of the Aboriginal peoples in British Columbia. 9 LA F9408B—Math de tête ! 6e année, Annie St-Amand, 60 p. ©2003. Un cahier d’activités reliées aux nombres et leur valeur, les quatre opérations, les fractions et les nombres décimaux, les mesures, la logique : stratégies, connaissances et applications. Les Éditions-À Reproduire. Niveau 6e et 7e. $31.95 et LA F9408B—Math de tête ! 6e année, Corrigé de l’enseignant, 60 p. ©2003. $12.95 10 LA F9906—Quand revient septembre Guide sur la gestion de classe participative (vol. 1), Jacqueline Caron, 450 p. ©1994. Un guide sur la gestion de classe participative à l’intention du personnel enseignant du pré-scolaire, du primaire et du secondaire. Les thèmes : comment développer une approche centrée sur l’élève, créer un climat motivant dans la classe, comment gérer les apprentissages avec l’élève, comment gérer sa classe pour gérer les différences, questionner son comment faire, comment actualiser la philosophie et le contenu des programmes. $52.95. et LA F9907--Quand revient septembre Recueil d’outils organisationnels (vol. 2), Jacqueline Caron, 437 p. ©1997. Dans ce recueil d’outils organisationnels : raffiner son modèle participatif, la participation de l’apprenant, créer un climat propice à l’apprentissage, enrichir sa pratique, se réapproprier sa profession. Matériel reproductible inclus. $52.95. More curriculum resources and information are available at www.bcalmer.ca. To order any of the above lesson aids, enclose a cheque payable to the BCTF or authorized purchase order to BCTF Lesson Aids Service 100-550 West 6th Ave., Vancouver, BC V5Z 4P2 or telephone 604-871-2180 or toll free 1-800-663-9163, Local 2180, with a Visa or Mastercard. GST and postage/handling are included in the prices. Orders are sent by return mail. Lesson Aids office and display room hours: 9:00-5:00 Mon. to Fri. from Sept. to June; 9:00-5:00 Tues. to Fri. during July and Aug.; 9:00–12:00 on Sat. during Sept., Oct., Jan., and Feb. bctf.ca/TeachingResources.aspx?id=6414.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13712&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 1997 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 10, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 1997 AGM ’98 Executive Committee nominations Executive Committee positions to be elected at the 1998 AGM: President First Vice-president Second Vice-president Members-at-large, up to five Nomination procedure As per Standing Rules of Order of the AGM and RA 11.A.1 (c) and (d): (c) Procedures for establishing a list of candidates: Nominations shall be submitted to the Nominating Committee chairperson by the last day of the winter RA. Names shall be added only with prior consent of the individual concerned. The list of candidates shall consist of the names of active members submitted in writing by locals, district councils, or 10 members in good standing. Names received before the winter RA will be announced at the commencement of the winter RA. (d) The names of nominees received by the last day of the winter RA shall be published in AGM Reports and Resolutions, the pre-AGM issue of the BCTF Newsletter, and the AGM program. Nominations received later shall not be accorded this service. See also Policy 2.B.02, 2.B.04, 2.B.06 and Bylaw 5 (in particular 5.4). For publication in Teacher newsmagazine, your nomination and candidate statement must be received at the BCTF office by January 31, 1998 unless you are nominated at the Winter RA, in which case your candidate statement must be received at the BCTF office by Monday, February 2, 1998, 13:00.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8946,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, Number 3, January/February 2004 Project Overseas: Sierra Leone by Lynda Shioya Before I went to Sierra Leone in July as part of the Canadian Teachers’ Federation Project Overseas team, I thought my focus would be on teaching and contributing from my professional experiences. By the time I left Africa, I realized I had learned and received a great deal as well. Barry Muir (Saskatchewan), Ian McIntyre (Manitoba), Debbie Williams (Newfoundland), and I, went to Sierra Leone to share our experiences as teachers and our culture as Canadians. We also learned much from the people with whom we interacted. Our students had survived a brutal civil war. They face large classes, no salaries, no resources, no supplies, broken furniture, no plumbing, and daily power failures, yet, they are always ready and willing to see the humour in the human condition. Upon our arrival at Lungi Airport outside the capital, Freetown, we were cordially greeted by members of the Sierra Leone Teachers’ Union (SLTU). After an uneventful but noisy helicopter ride in torrential rain, we were bundled into a car and driven to a guesthouse called "Posseh’s Residence," which was to be our home for the next three weeks. Over the following days, we made the requisite courtesy calls to various labour and education officials and, at our request, made two impromptu visits to local schools. Our 10-day course of instruction began on July 14 with an official opening that included representatives from the SLTU and the ministry of education. Each day, we taught from 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m., with an hour lunch break, and then we had a steering committee meeting from 3:30 to 5:30 p.m. We taught 60 untrained and unqualified teachers from various regions of Sierra Leone. The participants are attempting to fill the void left by the exodus of qualified teachers from the country and the overwhelming number of children attending school. There are often 50 to 100 children in one class because the ministry of education has mandated universal education, with an emphasis on educating girls and integrating all children who are war veterans (kidnapped and forced to fight or to be "wives") into the schools. The Canadian team co-taught and collaborated daily with instructors from Njala, Bo, and Freetown teachers’ colleges in math, science, social studies, and language arts. We concentrated on the primary grades, under the broad topics of syllabus (curriculum), teaching methodology, classroom management, motivation, lesson planning, and practice teaching. In addition, we held workshops on HIV/AIDS, peace education/ human rights, and gender equity at the end of the first week. We ended the course by giving participants certificates of completion and educational supplies. In appreciation of our efforts, the SLTU and participating students gave us generous gifts of African clothing. In our students, and in the people we met, we saw the human spirit overcoming all obstacles. The SLTU’s hospitality was overwhelming. They made us feel safe, comfortable, and welcome. The needs of Sierra Leone are great. Here is a wish list from some of the teachers I met: Volunteer to help set up preschool teacher training course at Njala College (Dr. Tom Dugba, Dean, Faculty of Education, Njala University College, Freetown, Sierra Leone, nuclib@sierratel.sl). Send professional teachers’ books (all were confiscated from the teachers’ colleges and sold for pennies) to Lois Marrah, Inservice Co-ordinator, NCRDC, Ministry of Education Science and Technology, Tower Hill, Freetown, Sierra Leone. Send lesson plans that can be repurposed and published by the SLTU to Morris Conteh, Deputy Secretary General, SLTU, PO Box 477, Freetown, Sierra Leone, emesconteh@yahoo.com. Set up a sister-school program to provide supplies for front-line teachers, l_shioya@telus.net. As the country’s infrastructure is rebuilt, we hope the teachers of Sierra Leone will develop their own curriculum to meet local and global education needs. If you would like to help, there are many opportunities. If you have a sense of adventure and willingness to share professionally, I encourage you to volunteer for Project Overseas. Lynda Shioya is a retired Surrey teacher. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/contacts.cfm?page=psac&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true,BCTF Contacts Home E-mail Lists Links A to Z Index Contact Us Help SITE SEARCH Quick Links BCTF formsBCTF NewsFrançaisLabour linksPensionsTeacher NewsmagazineTeaching resources For Teachers Aboriginal Education  Bargaining & Collective Agreements  Français  Health & Safety  New Teachers  Opportunities for Members  Pensions Professional Development  Professional Rights & Responsibility  Provincial Specialist Associations  Salary & Benefits  Teachers Teaching On Call  Teaching Resources  For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > PSAs > PSA Presidents Provincial Specialist Association Presidents Last updated December 12, 2013 Sort by PSA name. 41 BC Art Teachers' Association (BCATA) bcata.ca   Eileen Ryan Clayton Heights Secondary 7003 188th Street Surrey, BC  V4N 3G6 604-576-4138 f: 604-576-4793 psac41@bctf.ca 42 BC Business Education Association (BCBEA) www.bcbea.ca   Harmale Sangha Tamanawis Secondary 12600 66th Avenue Surrey, BC  V3W 2A8 604-597-5234 f: 604-597-4450 psac42@bctf.ca 44 BC School Counsellors' Association (BCSCA) www.bctf.ca/bcsca   Ren Morley Dr FD Sinclair Elementary 7480 128th Street Surrey, BC  V3W 4E5 604-596-1537 f: 604-596-8271 psac44@bctf.ca 45 Association Provinciale des Professeurs de l'Immersion et du Programme-Francophone BC (APPIPC) www.appipc.ca   Sophie Bergeron Winslow Centre, SD#43 1100B Winslow Avenue Coquitlam, BC  V3J 2G3 604-937-6392 f: 604-936-6129 psac45@bctf.ca 46 BC Teachers of English Language Arts (BCTELA) www.bctela.ca/   Celia Brogan (interim) Quilchena Elementary 5300 Maple Street Vancouver, BC  V6M 3T6 604-713-4996 f: 604-713-5422 psac46@bctf.ca 47 Teachers of Home Economics Specialist Association (THESA) www.bctf.ca/thesa   Paula Aquino G.W. Graham Middle Secondary 45955 Thomas Road Chilliwack, BC  V2B 0B5 604-847-0772 f: 604-824-0711 psac47@bctf.ca 48 Provincial Intermediate Teachers' Association (PITA) www.pita.ca   Elaine Jaltema Chaffey-Burke Elementary 4404 Sardis Street Burnaby, BC  V5H 1K7 604-664-8652 psac48@bctf.ca 49 BC Teacher-Librarians' Association (BCTLA) www.bctf.ca/bctla   Heather Daly Moody Elementary 2717 St Johns Street Port Moody, BC  V3H 2B8 604-937-6380 psac49@bctf.ca 50 BC Association of Mathematics Teachers (BCAMT) www.bcamt.ca   Ron Coleborn Schou Education Center 4041 Canada Way Burnaby, BC  V5G 1G6 604-531-3170 f: 604-664-8382 psac50@bctf.ca 51 BC Association of Teachers of Modern Languages (BCATML) www.bcatml.org   Rome Lavrencic New Westminster Secondary 835 Eighth Street New Westminster, BC  V3M 3S9 604-517-6220 f: 604-517-6204 psac51@bctf.ca 52 BC Music Educators' Association (BCMEA) www.bctf.ca/bcmea   Jeff Weaver Oak Bay Secondary 2151 Cranmore Road Victoria, BC  V8R 1Z2 250-598-3361 f: 250-598-0710 psac52@bctf.ca 53 Learning Assistance Teachers' Association (LATA) www.bctf.ca/lata   Gail Bailey Glenrosa Middle School 3565 McIver Road West Kelowna, BC  V4T 1H8 250-870-5000 (ext. 6936) f: 250-870-5076 psac53@bctf.ca 54 Physical Education--British Columbia (PE-BC) www.bctf.ca/pebc   Sue MacDonald Centre for Learning Alternatives 3400 Westwood Drive Prince George, BC  V2N 1S1 250-561-5851 f: 250-563-5487 psac54@bctf.ca 55 BC Primary Teachers' Association (BCPTA) www.bcpta.ca   Janine Fraser Boundary District Teachers' Association Box 634, 1815D Central Avenue Grand Forks, BC  V0H 1H0 250-446-2724 f: 250-446-2623 psac55@bctf.ca 57 BC Science Teachers' Association (BCScTA) bcscta.ca   Grahame Rainey Ashcroft Secondary PO Box 669 Ashcroft, BC  V0K 1A0 250-453-9144 f: 250-453-2368 psac57@bctf.ca 58 BC Technology Education Association (BCTEA) www.bctf.ca/bctea   Martin Lim (interim) Fraser Heights Secondary 16060 108th Avenue Surrey, BC  V4N 1M1 604-587-4812 f: 604-582-9268 psac58@bctf.ca 59 BC Social Studies Teachers' Association (BCSSTA) www.bcssta.ca   Dale Martelli Vancouver Technical Secondary 2600 East Broadway Vancouver, BC  V5M 1Y5 604-713-8215 psac59@bctf.ca 60 Special Education Association (SEA) www.seaofbc.ca   BJ Foulds Prince George Secondary 2901 Griffiths Avenue Prince George, BC  V2K 5N3 250-562-6441 f: 250-564-4085 psac60@bctf.ca 62 Association of BC Drama Educators (ABCDE) www.bcdramateachers.com   Lana O'Brien WL Seaton Secondary 2701 41st Avenue Vernon, BC  V1T 6X3 250-542-3361 f: 250-542-6076 psac62@bctf.ca 63 Association for Educators of Gifted, Talented, and Creative Children in BC (AEGTCCBC) adultedpsa.org/   Shera Olson-Niewenhuizen Sorrento Elementary Box 220 Sorrento, BC  V0E 2W0 250-804-3781 f: 250-675-3374 psac63@bctf.ca 64 BC Educators for Distributed Learning PSA (BCEDLPSA) bcedl.ca   David Comrie Kamloops Open Online Learning 730 12th Street Kamloops, BC  V2B 3C1 250-376-5663 f: 250-377-2257 psac64@bctf.ca 65 Computer-Using Educators of BC (CUEBC) www.cuebc.ca   Mike Silverton Cilaire Elementary 25 Cilaire Drive Nanaimo, BC  V9S 3C9 250-758-7941 f: 250-751-8840 psac65@bctf.ca 66 Environmental Educators' PSA (EEPSA) www.bctf.ca/eepsa   Selina Metcalfe Surrey School District Simon Fraser University psac66@bctf.ca 67 BC Rural and Small Schools Teachers' Association (BCRSSTA) www.bcruralteachers.org   Virginia Ivey Pinantan Elementary School General Delivery Pinantan Lake, BC  V0E 3E0 250-377-2233 f: 250-573-3976 psac67@bctf.ca 68 BC Teachers for Peace and Global Education (PAGE) www.pagebc.ca   Greg Van Vugt Fraser Heights Secondary 16060 108th Avenue Surrey, BC  V4N 1M1 604-582-9231 f: 604-582-9268 psac68@bctf.ca 69 English as a Second Language PSA (ESLPSA) ellpsa.ca   Marc Tremblay Hollyburn Elementary 1329 Duchess Avenue West Vancouver, BC  V7T 1H5 604-782-1227 f: 604-981-1221 psac69@bctf.ca 70 BC Alternate Education Association (BCAEA) www.bctf.ca/bcaea   Mike Shaw Westside Ed Student Support Team 3770 Elliot Road Westbank, BC  V4T 1P7 250-768-3253 f: 250-768-0419 psac70@bctf.ca 71 Aboriginal Education Association (AEA) aboriginaled.blogspot.ca   Meredith Rusk Salmon Arm West Elementary 4750 10th Avenue SW Salmon Arm, BC  V1E 3B5 250-832-3862 f: 250-833-1126 psac71@bctf.ca 72 BC Co-operative Learning PSA (BCCLPSA) www.bctf.ca/bccla   Mike Galliford Maple Creek Middle School 3700 Hastings Street Port Coquitlam, BC  V3B 5K7 604-464-8581 f: 604-461-7832 psac72@bctf.ca 73 BC Dance Educators' Association (BCDEA) www.bctf.ca/bcdea   Kim Wolski Langley Fine Arts School 9096 Trattle Street Fort Langley, BC  V1M 2S6 604-888-3113 f: 604-888-3578 psac73@bctf.ca 75 BC Culinary Arts Specialist Association (BCCASA) www.bctf.ca/bccasa   Eric MacNeill Dover Bay Secondary School 6135 McGirr Road Nanaimo, BC  V9V 1M1 250-751-3409 f: 250-751-3405 psac75@bctf.ca 76 Educators Against Racism (EAR)   John Peterson Lucas Centre 2132 Hamilton Avenue North Vancouver, BC  V7P 2M3 604-903-4661 psac76@bctf.ca PSA Council Steering and Agenda Committee Chairperson Mike Silverton Cilaire Elementary 25 Cilaire Drive Nanaimo, BC V9S 3C9 250-758-7941 f: 250-751-8840 msilverton@sd68.bc.ca David Comrie Kamloops Open Online Learning 730 12th Street Kamloops, BC V2B 3C1 250-376-5663 f: 250-377-2257 dcomriel@sd73.bc.ca Mike Galliford Maple Creek Middle School 3700 Hastings Street Port Coquitlam, BC V3B 5K7 604-464-8581 f: 604-461-7832 mgalliford@sd43.bc.ca About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy Close Window Print Page   Provincial Specialist Association Presidents Last updated December 12, 2013 Sort by PSA name. 41 BC Art Teachers' Association (BCATA) bcata.ca   Eileen Ryan Clayton Heights Secondary 7003 188th Street Surrey, BC  V4N 3G6 604-576-4138 f: 604-576-4793 psac41@bctf.ca 42 BC Business Education Association (BCBEA) www.bcbea.ca   Harmale Sangha Tamanawis Secondary 12600 66th Avenue Surrey, BC  V3W 2A8 604-597-5234 f: 604-597-4450 psac42@bctf.ca 44 BC School Counsellors' Association (BCSCA) www.bctf.ca/bcsca   Ren Morley Dr FD Sinclair Elementary 7480 128th Street Surrey, BC  V3W 4E5 604-596-1537 f: 604-596-8271 psac44@bctf.ca 45 Association Provinciale des Professeurs de l'Immersion et du Programme-Francophone BC (APPIPC) www.appipc.ca   Sophie Bergeron Winslow Centre, SD#43 1100B Winslow Avenue Coquitlam, BC  V3J 2G3 604-937-6392 f: 604-936-6129 psac45@bctf.ca 46 BC Teachers of English Language Arts (BCTELA) www.bctela.ca/   Celia Brogan (interim) Quilchena Elementary 5300 Maple Street Vancouver, BC  V6M 3T6 604-713-4996 f: 604-713-5422 psac46@bctf.ca 47 Teachers of Home Economics Specialist Association (THESA) www.bctf.ca/thesa   Paula Aquino G.W. Graham Middle Secondary 45955 Thomas Road Chilliwack, BC  V2B 0B5 604-847-0772 f: 604-824-0711 psac47@bctf.ca 48 Provincial Intermediate Teachers' Association (PITA) www.pita.ca   Elaine Jaltema Chaffey-Burke Elementary 4404 Sardis Street Burnaby, BC  V5H 1K7 604-664-8652 psac48@bctf.ca 49 BC Teacher-Librarians' Association (BCTLA) www.bctf.ca/bctla   Heather Daly Moody Elementary 2717 St Johns Street Port Moody, BC  V3H 2B8 604-937-6380 psac49@bctf.ca 50 BC Association of Mathematics Teachers (BCAMT) www.bcamt.ca   Ron Coleborn Schou Education Center 4041 Canada Way Burnaby, BC  V5G 1G6 604-531-3170 f: 604-664-8382 psac50@bctf.ca 51 BC Association of Teachers of Modern Languages (BCATML) www.bcatml.org   Rome Lavrencic New Westminster Secondary 835 Eighth Street New Westminster, BC  V3M 3S9 604-517-6220 f: 604-517-6204 psac51@bctf.ca 52 BC Music Educators' Association (BCMEA) www.bctf.ca/bcmea   Jeff Weaver Oak Bay Secondary 2151 Cranmore Road Victoria, BC  V8R 1Z2 250-598-3361 f: 250-598-0710 psac52@bctf.ca 53 Learning Assistance Teachers' Association (LATA) www.bctf.ca/lata   Gail Bailey Glenrosa Middle School 3565 McIver Road West Kelowna, BC  V4T 1H8 250-870-5000 (ext. 6936) f: 250-870-5076 psac53@bctf.ca 54 Physical Education--British Columbia (PE-BC) www.bctf.ca/pebc   Sue MacDonald Centre for Learning Alternatives 3400 Westwood Drive Prince George, BC  V2N 1S1 250-561-5851 f: 250-563-5487 psac54@bctf.ca 55 BC Primary Teachers' Association (BCPTA) www.bcpta.ca   Janine Fraser Boundary District Teachers' Association Box 634, 1815D Central Avenue Grand Forks, BC  V0H 1H0 250-446-2724 f: 250-446-2623 psac55@bctf.ca 57 BC Science Teachers' Association (BCScTA) bcscta.ca   Grahame Rainey Ashcroft Secondary PO Box 669 Ashcroft, BC  V0K 1A0 250-453-9144 f: 250-453-2368 psac57@bctf.ca 58 BC Technology Education Association (BCTEA) www.bctf.ca/bctea   Martin Lim (interim) Fraser Heights Secondary 16060 108th Avenue Surrey, BC  V4N 1M1 604-587-4812 f: 604-582-9268 psac58@bctf.ca 59 BC Social Studies Teachers' Association (BCSSTA) www.bcssta.ca   Dale Martelli Vancouver Technical Secondary 2600 East Broadway Vancouver, BC  V5M 1Y5 604-713-8215 psac59@bctf.ca 60 Special Education Association (SEA) www.seaofbc.ca   BJ Foulds Prince George Secondary 2901 Griffiths Avenue Prince George, BC  V2K 5N3 250-562-6441 f: 250-564-4085 psac60@bctf.ca 62 Association of BC Drama Educators (ABCDE) www.bcdramateachers.com   Lana O'Brien WL Seaton Secondary 2701 41st Avenue Vernon, BC  V1T 6X3 250-542-3361 f: 250-542-6076 psac62@bctf.ca 63 Association for Educators of Gifted, Talented, and Creative Children in BC (AEGTCCBC) adultedpsa.org/   Shera Olson-Niewenhuizen Sorrento Elementary Box 220 Sorrento, BC  V0E 2W0 250-804-3781 f: 250-675-3374 psac63@bctf.ca 64 BC Educators for Distributed Learning PSA (BCEDLPSA) bcedl.ca   David Comrie Kamloops Open Online Learning 730 12th Street Kamloops, BC  V2B 3C1 250-376-5663 f: 250-377-2257 psac64@bctf.ca 65 Computer-Using Educators of BC (CUEBC) www.cuebc.ca   Mike Silverton Cilaire Elementary 25 Cilaire Drive Nanaimo, BC  V9S 3C9 250-758-7941 f: 250-751-8840 psac65@bctf.ca 66 Environmental Educators' PSA (EEPSA) www.bctf.ca/eepsa   Selina Metcalfe Surrey School District Simon Fraser University psac66@bctf.ca 67 BC Rural and Small Schools Teachers' Association (BCRSSTA) www.bcruralteachers.org   Virginia Ivey Pinantan Elementary School General Delivery Pinantan Lake, BC  V0E 3E0 250-377-2233 f: 250-573-3976 psac67@bctf.ca 68 BC Teachers for Peace and Global Education (PAGE) www.pagebc.ca   Greg Van Vugt Fraser Heights Secondary 16060 108th Avenue Surrey, BC  V4N 1M1 604-582-9231 f: 604-582-9268 psac68@bctf.ca 69 English as a Second Language PSA (ESLPSA) ellpsa.ca   Marc Tremblay Hollyburn Elementary 1329 Duchess Avenue West Vancouver, BC  V7T 1H5 604-782-1227 f: 604-981-1221 psac69@bctf.ca 70 BC Alternate Education Association (BCAEA) www.bctf.ca/bcaea   Mike Shaw Westside Ed Student Support Team 3770 Elliot Road Westbank, BC  V4T 1P7 250-768-3253 f: 250-768-0419 psac70@bctf.ca 71 Aboriginal Education Association (AEA) aboriginaled.blogspot.ca   Meredith Rusk Salmon Arm West Elementary 4750 10th Avenue SW Salmon Arm, BC  V1E 3B5 250-832-3862 f: 250-833-1126 psac71@bctf.ca 72 BC Co-operative Learning PSA (BCCLPSA) www.bctf.ca/bccla   Mike Galliford Maple Creek Middle School 3700 Hastings Street Port Coquitlam, BC  V3B 5K7 604-464-8581 f: 604-461-7832 psac72@bctf.ca 73 BC Dance Educators' Association (BCDEA) www.bctf.ca/bcdea   Kim Wolski Langley Fine Arts School 9096 Trattle Street Fort Langley, BC  V1M 2S6 604-888-3113 f: 604-888-3578 psac73@bctf.ca 75 BC Culinary Arts Specialist Association (BCCASA) www.bctf.ca/bccasa   Eric MacNeill Dover Bay Secondary School 6135 McGirr Road Nanaimo, BC  V9V 1M1 250-751-3409 f: 250-751-3405 psac75@bctf.ca 76 Educators Against Racism (EAR)   John Peterson Lucas Centre 2132 Hamilton Avenue North Vancouver, BC  V7P 2M3 604-903-4661 psac76@bctf.ca PSA Council Steering and Agenda Committee Chairperson Mike Silverton Cilaire Elementary 25 Cilaire Drive Nanaimo, BC V9S 3C9 250-758-7941 f: 250-751-8840 msilverton@sd68.bc.ca David Comrie Kamloops Open Online Learning 730 12th Street Kamloops, BC V2B 3C1 250-376-5663 f: 250-377-2257 dcomriel@sd73.bc.ca Mike Galliford Maple Creek Middle School 3700 Hastings Street Port Coquitlam, BC V3B 5K7 604-464-8581 f: 604-461-7832 mgalliford@sd43.bc.ca)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/BargainingAndContracts.aspx?id=25871&libID=25861&printPage=true,BCTF > Why do we need Research Strikes Back?  	Bargaining and contracts  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Bargaining & Collective Agreements > Bargaining 2011/12 > Research Roundup Why do we need ‘Research Strikes Back!’? BCTF uses an evidence-based approach to assess the impact of educational policies on working and learning conditions, and to inform bargaining issues. In contrast, many of the government and the BCPSEA current positions are based on minimal or no research whatsoever. One example of a BCPSEA document that is positional as opposed to evidence-based is their discussion paper and web page on professional development.  An example of an issue with no research base is their focus on teacher autonomy. By contrast, the BCTF has extensively accessed literature in a wide range of areas, such as teachers’ professional development, educational leadership and inclusion.  We have conducted research studies on teachers’ work lives, poverty, education funding, distributed learning, teacher demographics, and comparative salaries.  BCTF Research staff publish their work on the BCTF web site, and present their research at national and international conferences.  Research Strikes Back! gives quick access to some of this work. As the debate on Bill 22 continues in the BC legislature, we will focus in on some areas of debate and link those areas to our and other research. Stand by for a research-based critique which will assist both members and the public in their reflections and discussions about the kind of education system we need to meet the needs of all learners in British Columbia.)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/IssuesInEducation.aspx?id=15950,Recommended materials for learning support/special education  	BCTF > Issues in Education  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Issues in Education > Inclusive Education > Teaching to Diversity Recommended materials for learning support/special education This was the question: Imagine a teacher was just starting out in Learning Support/Special Education and had no teaching/learning materials, however, had a budget to use. What are the "must have" materials that you would suggest for purchase? These were the responses: 1) Some of the best materials I have are Blooming Speech and Language from Lingui Systems. The CAT-3 test (Canadian Achievement Test-3) this is very helpful for teachers to help support the students needs in the classroom. It gives a printout of the areas of concern the students has as well as the strengths. I also use the 50 quick play grammar games, articulation games, vocabulary and concept games from Lingui systems. 2) I have found the ReadWell Program most helpful for struggling primary students and the Corrective Reading Program for Intermediate to be most helpful. I would buy the WIAT and the GRAY-ORT (Gray Oral Language Reading Test-4th ed.) for testing and possibly the Alberta Diagnostic Reading Test for younger primary. For Special Ed. we have had some really helpful things provided to us on inservice days. One is the Alberta Essential and Supportive Skills checklist that provides a starting point of what to teach Special Needs Students. I would also tell a new teacher to go to the SET BC site and access their visuals and their courses. There are plenty of other good programs but those are my most key items. 3) Depends on the grades and the subject areas for learning support. For math, my district just bought the Trevor Calkins' Power of Ten and Teachable Moments products for all the LATs because they work for a variety of ages. I also like the Pacemaker text for older students who need modified math instruction. It covers the basics in a manner that is acceptable for adolescents, and provides a structure and organized delivery that enables to math teacher to support the student in class on the same topics as the learning support classroom. For reading/writing I find that I need a wide variety of materials at the middle school level to support the range of different student needs. I use the Paul Kropp series novels, an old SRA program and many 'teacher store' grammar, spelling, and writing workbooks. 4) The books by Linda A. Hodgdon "Visual Strategies for Improving Communication" and "Solving Behavior Problems in Autism" are both must have resources. 5) I would have: a set of levelled readers from K to 5, individual white or chalk boards, Reading Inventories (like PM Bench Marks, Jerry J's, Baders or Alberta Diagnostic) and similar diagnostics in Math, a Boardmaker licenses to save time making visual schedules, visual timers, really good high interest low level books for the Gr. 5 to 9 group, lots of handy sensory items from the dollar store (squishees, stress balls, stuffies, chew toys, pillows), a headset or headphones to block out noise, a blanket to block out stimulus, good resources on teaching language development like basic concept books, individual place value mats and tens block, ten frames, dice, Canadian money sets, and other manipulatives for concrete Math. Many more.... and a loving heart and a big smile. About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141007,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/FassbenderMLA/status/331528612333383681?screen_name=FassbenderMLA&id=331528612333383681,Peter Fassbender on Twitter: "Strong Focus For Families http://t.co/nbthPB2E69" Twitter Search query Search Twitter Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Language: English Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Have an account? Sign in New to Twitter? Join Today » Sign In Phone, email or username Password Sign in Remember me Forgot password? Already using Twitter via text message? Follow Following Unfollow Blocked Unblock Pending Cancel Peter FassbenderVerified account ‏ @FassbenderMLA 6 May 2013 Strong Focus For Families http://fb.me/yF9Z7IgK  Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet 2:59 PM - 6 May 2013 Don’t miss any updates from Peter Fassbender © 2014 Twitter About Help Ads info Close Flag this media This has already been marked as containing sensitive content. Flag this as containing potentially illegal content. Submit Cancel Learn more about flagging media Dismiss Close Previous Next Close Go to a person's profile Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Close Retweet this to your followers? Cancel Retweet Close Are you sure you want to delete this Tweet? Cancel Delete Close Block Cancel Block Add a location to your Tweets When you tweet with a location, Twitter stores that location. You can switch location on/off before each Tweet and always have the option to delete your location history. Learn more Turn location on Not now Turn off location Close Profile summary Close Your lists Close Create a new list List name Description Under 100 characters, optional Privacy Public · Anyone can follow this list Private · Only you can access this list Save list Close Close Embed this Tweet Add this Tweet to your website by copying the code below. Learn more Hmm, there was a problem reaching the server. Try again? Include parent Tweet Include media Preview Close Sign up for Twitter Not on Twitter? Sign up, tune into the things you care about, and get updates as they happen. Have an account? Sign in » Close Two-way (sending and receiving) short codes: Country Code For customers of United States 40404 (any) Canada 21212 (any) United Kingdom 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM Haiti 40404 Digicel, Voila Ireland 51210 Vodafone, O2 India 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Indonesia 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » See SMS short codes for other countries Close Confirmation)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7282,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 4, January/February 2006 February is Black History Month "The labour movement was the principal force that transformed misery and despair into hope and progress. Out of its bold struggles, economic, and social reform gave birth to unemployment insurance, old age pensions, government relief for the destitute, and above all new wage levels that meant not mere survival, but a tolerable life. The captains of industry did not lead this transformation; they resisted it until they were overcome." – Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., Illinois AFL-CIO Convention, October 1965 Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet "$1.5m to 20 post-sec institutions will help learners with disabilities get skills training for high-demand jobs http://t.co/pLowGGjJ8G" @amrikvirkbc - 09:03pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post "$1.5m to 20 post-sec institutions will help learners with disabilities get skills training for high-demand jobs ow.ly/CdCw8" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 2nd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141007,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/issues/research.aspx?id=5878,BCTF > A community and school-district profile: SD #68, Nanaimo-Ladysmith  	Untitled Page  For Teachers For Parents For Media Home E-mail Lists Links A to Z Index Contact Us Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources Home > Issues in Education > Inclusive Education > Research Project A community and school-district profile: School District # 68, Nanaimo-Ladysmith This profile is derived from a number of sources, and is an attempt to contextualize the research project’s focus on Special Education and ESL provision in School District # 68, Nanaimo. It allows for a consideration of educational programs and services within a context. How do high levels of poverty impact on services? Are there significant social issues, related to poverty, that affect some schools in different ways? Is the prevalence of Special Education higher in low socio-economic areas, and do the levels of support services reflect the greater need in these areas? Our project may not address all these issues, but by profiling the community and district in this report we hope that we share some ways to consider education within the context of community 1. The community of Nanaimo Nanaimo is located on the eastern coast of south-central Vancouver Island. It is a major transportation hub, with two B.C. Ferry terminals. The city of Nanaimo has produced a Community Profile report (June, 2002) which can be found on the city’s web site at www.city.nanaimo.bc.ca/c_economic/pdf/communitypro.pdf. This report provides much excellent background material for the city of Nanaimo (as well as some data for the Regional District of Nanaimo), with sections including Demographics, Economic Trends, and Community Services and Amenities. The major employers, according to data from the Community Profile, are the Nanaimo School District (2,100 employees), Nanaimo Regional General Hospital (1,600 employees), Malaspina University-College (1,000 employees), Harmac Pacific Ltd., operating a pulp mill (740 employees) and the B.C. Ferry Corporation (658 employees). The Ministry of Education’s Data Management Branch has produced a useful profile of the school district community which can be found on the Ministry web site at www.bced.gov.bc.ca/schools/sdprofiles/068.pdf. Both profiles provide some understanding of the context in which education takes place, though much of the content in the profiles is based on the last available census data (1996)1, as most of the detailed 2001 census data will not be available until later in 2003. Based on the Ministry profile, the total number of people living in the school district was 95,325. 56.5% of families in the district had children at home (compared to 60.8% provincially), with lone-parent families comprising 15.5% of all families in the district (13.8% provincially). Nanaimo residents’ average annual income is less than the provincial average, and their unemployment rate higher. In terms of the total district population compared to the provincial average, a smaller percentage of people in Nanaimo either attended or gained degrees from universities, while a higher percentage hold trade certificates compared to the provincial average. A slightly lower percentage of Nanaimo residents completed secondary education with a certificate/diploma, while a higher percentage attended school after Grade 9 but left without certification. In terms of the percentage of the population by mother tongue, 88.9% of Nanaimo residents spoke English as their first language in 1996, compared to the provincial average of 76.5%. The district’s aboriginal population (6.4% of the school district’s total population) appears higher than the provincial average (5.1%), with a faster growth rate (3.7%) than occurred provincially (2.8%) between 1991 and 1996. Aboriginal students from three First Nations bands attend Nanaimo public schools: Snu ney muxw First Nation Snaw-Naw-As First Nation Chemainus First Nation Off-reserve Aboriginal students are represented by two organizations: Tillicum Haus Society Mid Island Metis Nation In terms of indicators concerning the city of Nanaimo, the Central Vancouver Island Health region report “The Case for Change: A social development strategy for Nanaimo (2001)” provides additional data on poverty in the city.   Nanaimo B.C. Canada 1996 median income $20,000 n/a $36,125 Single parent families (1996) 17.5% n/a 13.8% Receiving B.C. Benefits(1999) 10.4% 6.2% n/a Unemployment (1996) 12% 8.8% n/a In addition: Criminal, family, poverty legal aid applications (1999/2000) in Nanaimo totalled 4,935. The closest similar-sized B.C. town (Kamloops) had 3,461 applications. 1996 unemployment rates for 15–24 year-olds reached 19.2%. Nanaimo’s child poverty rate of 14.4% is the highest in any B.C. school district. ‘Worse-than-average’ ratings in child poverty, suicide, low income, high-school completion and teen pregnancy. In considering the community context in which the school district provides educational services, it is clear that there exists what the Health Region’s report has called ‘the dark side of Nanaimo’. This aspect of community is one of deprivation and poverty, not uniform across the school district, but existing at levels which are disturbing: “Nanaimo has for years had the reputation of leading the province in per capita numbers of welfare and employment insurance recipients in the province, and growing numbers of individuals and families simply can’t afford to enjoy the many leisure pastimes the city offers. Many single-parent families are having difficulty simply paying for food, shelter, clothing and transportation, as do many pensioners, young people living away from home, and people with disabilities. Poverty is a theme that threads through all areas of service delivery. It is a major factor in all areas of social services delivery and in health care. In particular, the growth of child poverty as witnessed in the public school system is of concern.” (Central Vancouver Island Health region: “The Case for Change: A Social development Strategy for Nanaimo, pp. 6–7) Some areas of the school district are clearly affluent and do not reflect the poverty described above. In general, the north end is more affluent, with median household income for two-person households in Hammond Bay ($66,231) reported at more than double the level in Harewood ($31,421) or Southend ($32,023) neighbourhoods, based on 1996 census data. Two other communities included in the school district are Ladysmith, 23 kms. to the south of Nanaimo, and the island of Gabriola, a 20-minute ferry ride to the east. The labour force in Ladysmith works in a wide range of occupations, but the top four are manufacturing, retail trade, health and social services, and construction. Ladysmith has three elementary schools and one secondary school, serving a population of about 7,000, while Gabriola, with a population of about 4,000, has one elementary school. Gabriola has a range of employment areas, including tourism and arts/crafts. There is also a sizeable proportion of people with alternative lifestyles on the island, with some history of home-schooling, though some home schooling is also linked with the island’s elementary school. The profile described here is doubtless limited in both its scope and exploration of the school district of Nanaimo as a community. Ministry data and the city of Nanaimo’s web site are useful to provide some understanding of context. The additional data from the Health Board in terms of poverty and deprivation suggest that the school district of Nanaimo serves a population which has some more-serious social issues than a cursory glance at district or city reports might suggest. 2. The school district Nanaimo School District’s web site (www.sd68.bc.ca) reports the following details of the size and scope of the district, based on data collected in September, 2000: 16,900 students 37 elementary schools (Kindergarten to Grade 7) 7 secondary schools (Grades 8 to 12) 5 alternate secondary schools (Grades 8 to 12) 1,427 employees (full-time-equivalent) size of district: 1,339 square kilometers population of district (1996 census): 95,325 growth-rate of district, 1991 census to 1996 census: 3% annually annual operating budget of $100 million Nanaimo’s student population rose slowly bur regularly for most of the years between 1990 and 1996, since which time most years have shown a marginal decline in enrolment. In its 2000/01 Accountability Contract2 the district states: “The vast majority of students in School District 68 (Nanaimo-Ladysmith) achieve success in school; however, a significant number of students face challenges that affect their readiness and ability to learn. The socio-economic status index prepared by the Ministry of Education for the 1999–2000 funding formula showed that School District 68 students were the most socio-economically disadvantaged in the province.” In recognition of the poverty levels in the district, the school district’s Poverty Intervention Committee (April 29, 2002) identified 23 of the district’s 49 schools as being affected by poverty issues, and allocated additional funding to these schools in three levels depending on severity. In previous years, funding had also been provided by the Ministry for Children and Family Development. Aboriginal students in Nanaimo School District3 In 2000–01, 37 aboriginal students graduated from Nanaimo’s high schools. The district’s Annual Student Achievement Profile for 2000–01 reports a Dogwood Completion Rate of 30.4% for aboriginal students, compared to the completion rate for non-aboriginal students of 76.5%. Dogwood completion rates are defined as the percentage of Grade 8 students who graduate within six years. However, 90% of Nanaimo’s aboriginal students who enrolled in Grade 12 in the 2000–01 school year graduated the same year. These data imply a significant aboriginal drop-out rate for Grades 8–11, but a graduation rate for those who reach Grade 12 which is higher than the provincial average of 85.4% for aboriginal students’ graduation rates.4 Currently, one school in S.D. #68 is offering the First Nations 12 course. The Hul’qumi’num’ language is offered in S.D. #68 schools where there is a high percentage of aboriginal students—these include North Oyster and Princess Royal Elementary, where the aboriginal-student population exceeds 50% of total school enrolment. In 2001–02, 10.4% of the aboriginal student population was placed in a special education behaviour category (as computed by the Ministry of Education). This appears to be an over-representation of aboriginal students—higher than might be expected in this category. A similar over-representation of aboriginal students also appears in Grades 8–10. Percentage of students enrolled in Special Education, 2001–02   Behaviour Severe Other Gifted Aboriginal 10.4% 2.0% 4.7% 0.6% Non-aboriginal 3.7% 1.3% 2.0% 2.4% Percentage of students placed in Special Education—Behaviour category, 2001–02   K–3 4–7 8–10 11–12 Sec. Ungr. Aboriginal 2.8% 6.5% 19.1% 10.2% 60.8% Non-aboriginal 1.7% 2.5% 5.4% 2.9% 66.9% 13% of school plans submitted to Nanaimo-Ladysmith’s Superintendent of Schools focussed on aboriginal students as an equity group. Nanaimo’s Funded Special Education enrolments Nanaimo’s funded Special Education enrolments are shown in terms of the new levels and categories defined by the Ministry of Education in 2002, for ease of comparison with data from the current and future school years. These enrolments may also be seen in Graph 1 in the Appendices section of this document. Funded Special Education enrolments, 1996/97 – 2003/04 Nanaimo 1996 /97 1997 /98 1998 /99 1999 /00 2000 /01 2001 /02 2002 /03 2003 /04 Level 1 (Dep H'capped) 29 31 25 24 24 22 24 25 Level 2 (Low Incidence) 231 244 236 272 309 317 322 342 Level 3 (Sev. Behaviour) 188 160 200 215 178 199 144 172 High Incidence 1,048 1,253 771 837 892 820 778 737 Gifted 487 490 360 358 388 370 362 352 Source: Ministry Standard Report 1585, various years Nanaimo’s Special Education enrolment as a percentage of total headcount (10.26%) has recently been close to the provincial average of 10.4%. Nanaimo Special Education enrolment as percentage of total enrolment Special Ed enrolments as a % of total 1996/ 97 1997/ 98 1998/ 99 1999/ 00 2000/ 01 2001/ 02 Nanaimo 11.48% 12.49 9.27 10.0 10.63 10.26 Province 10.69% 10.43 10.72 10.4 10.44 10.4 In terms of targeted and budgeted spending, the school district has seen a slight difference between targeted (money received from the province targeted at Special Education) and budgeted (what the district actually spent on Special Education). Targeted and Budgeted Expenditure in Special Education ($ millions) Nanaimo 1996/97 1997/98 1998/99 1999/00 2000/01 Targeted amount 11.52 11.82 11.72 11.53 12.17 Budgeted amount 11.72 12.2 12.07 11.98 12.28 While the district spends above its received targeted income, the difference is small when compared to some large urban districts in metropolitan Vancouver (such as Coquitlam, the other district included in this research project). Coquitlam 1996/97 1997/98 1998/99 1999/00 2000/01 Targeted amount 18.17 17.35 18.94 19.53 19.95 Budgeted amount 22.21 23.59 24.29 22.94 23.66 The difference can be seen in Graph 2, comparing Nanaimo and Coquitlam’s targeted and budgeted spending, in Special Education in the Appendices section of this report. The district’s Annual Student Achievement Profile for 2000/01 reports a Dogwood Completion Rate of 26.4% for students with special needs, compared to the completion rate for non-Special-Education students of 81.1%. English as a Second Language The funded ESL figures show significant growth from 1994 to 1996, a plateau in 1997 and 1998, marginal decline in 1999, and minor increases until the current school year, when a 15.79% reduction was reported in the numbers of funded ESL students. The five-year cap on ESL services introduced by the provincial government in 1998 appears to have significantly reduced ESL services to secondary students, both in the district of Nanaimo and provincially. Nanaimo’s funded ESL enrolment Funded enrolment 1994/95 1995/96 1996/97 1997/98 1998/99 1999/00 2000/01 2001/02 2002/03 Elementary 325 402 453 468 527 480 485 540 452 Secondary 123 128 146 107 89 58 63 49 44 Total 448 530 599 575 616 538 552 589 496 The number of ESL-funded secondary students in Nanaimo School District in September 2002 represents barely 30% of the numbers funded in 1996, although the total ESL numbers are only 9% fewer in 2002 than they were in 1996. This suggests a considerable under-servicing of ESL students in secondary schools, most likely a result of the five-year cap on ESL services introduced by the previous NDP government. See Graph 3 in the Appendices section for a visual representation of these data. Appendices SD # 68, Nanaimo, funded Special Education enrolments, 1996–97 to 2003–04 Targeted and budgeted expenditure ($ millions) in Special Education, #42, Coquitlam, and #68, Nanaimo SD # 68, Nanaimo, funded ESL enrolment, 1994–95 to 2002–03 ________________________________ 1 Some basic information from the 2001 census can be found in the ‘Community profiles’ section of the Statistics Canada web site.  [ Back] 2 School District 68 (Nanaimo-Ladysmith) Accountability Contract, 2000/01. [ Back] 3 The author acknowledges the contribution of Bob Esliger, who provided this information on aboriginal students. [ Back] 4 To view some of the initiatives the school district is undertaking to address the needs of aboriginal students, check the following on the Ministry of education’s web site: a. Aboriginal Education Improvement Agreement, www.bced.gov.bc.ca/abed/agreements/nlframework.htm b. Aboriginal Education Enhancement Agreement, www.bced.gov.bc.ca/abed/agreements/ [ Back]   About Us | News & Events | Publications | Advocacy & Action | Social Justice | Issues in Education © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141007,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/bcburley/status/324535253563748353,Bruce Burley on Twitter: "Early start for @christyclarkbc in #Surreybc w/ @Fassbender4MLA @amrikvirkbc http://t.co/57dEKTlj4g" Twitter Search query Search Twitter Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Language: English Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Have an account? Sign in New to Twitter? Join Today » Sign In Phone, email or username Password Sign in Remember me Forgot password? Already using Twitter via text message? Follow Following Unfollow Blocked Unblock Pending Cancel Bruce Burley ‏ @bcburley 17 Apr 2013 Early start for @christyclarkbc in #Surreybc w/ @Fassbender4MLA @amrikvirkbc pic.twitter.com/57dEKTlj4g Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Retweet 1 7:50 AM - 17 Apr 2013 Don’t miss any updates from Bruce Burley © 2014 Twitter About Help Ads info Close Flag this media This has already been marked as containing sensitive content. Flag this as containing potentially illegal content. Submit Cancel Learn more about flagging media Dismiss Close Previous Next Close Go to a person's profile Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Close Retweet this to your followers? Cancel Retweet Close Are you sure you want to delete this Tweet? Cancel Delete Close Block Cancel Block Add a location to your Tweets When you tweet with a location, Twitter stores that location. You can switch location on/off before each Tweet and always have the option to delete your location history. Learn more Turn location on Not now Turn off location Close Profile summary Close Your lists Close Create a new list List name Description Under 100 characters, optional Privacy Public · Anyone can follow this list Private · Only you can access this list Save list Close Close Embed this Tweet Add this Tweet to your website by copying the code below. Learn more Hmm, there was a problem reaching the server. Try again? Include parent Tweet Include media Preview Close Sign up for Twitter Not on Twitter? Sign up, tune into the things you care about, and get updates as they happen. Have an account? Sign in » Close Two-way (sending and receiving) short codes: Country Code For customers of United States 40404 (any) Canada 21212 (any) United Kingdom 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM Haiti 40404 Digicel, Voila Ireland 51210 Vodafone, O2 India 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Indonesia 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » See SMS short codes for other countries Close Confirmation)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/WorkArea/linkit.aspx?LinkIdentifier=id&ItemID=8220,Object moved Object moved to here.)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/BCTFNews.aspx?id=22956&printPage=true,BCTF News, Vol. 16, No. 7, April 2011  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Newsletters and Alerts > BCTF News > 2010-11 Archives BCTF News Teachers Working Together for Quality Public Education   Volume 16 No. 7  April  2011  Table of Contents BC Supreme Court decision changes everything  Bargaining update  BC College of Teachers tension  New member portal now live  Better Schools for BC: A plan for quality public education  AGM elects Executive Committee for 2011-12  BC Supreme Court decision changes everything A recent poll conducted for the BCTF by Viewpoints Research found that more than two out of three people blame the The BC Supreme Court ruling striking down Bills 27 and 28 is "a tremendous win for kids. Now is the time to get learning conditions back to where they were in 2001 at the very least," said Susan Lambert, BCTF president. Bills 27 and 28 removed class-size and composition limits in teacher collective agreements and allowed government to rob funding from public education. The recent BC Supreme Court decision, declaring Bills 27 and 28 invalid, puts the onus squarely on government to rectify inadequate conditions. School districts are in the process of finalizing budgets for the year 2011-12. The provincial government cannot delay and must act now to ensure that students do not have to endure another year of oversized classes and inadequate support and resources. Government cannot afford the time and money that would be wasted in an appeal, which would mean yet another year of students struggling in worsening classroom conditions. The BCTF is calling upon Premier Christy Clark to immediately meet with the Federation and work to put class-size and composition limits back in place and supply the funding and resources necessary to meet the requirements of the restored collective agreement language. "We are ready to get down to work immediately with government to discuss how to restore the smaller classes and support for students with special needs that were cut as a result of BC Liberal legislation," said Lambert who has made urgent requests for a meeting with Premier Clark. Bargaining update Bargaining to date has been focused on the split of issues. Only four items are required to be bargained at the provincial level (pre-BC Supreme Court decision)-salary, benefits, hours of work, and paid leave. Our objective is to have all other items bargained at the local level where solutions to issues can be negotiated that meet local realities. BCPSEA continues to question our proposal and the BCTF has been patient in providing detailed clarification and specific examples. There are an increased number of meetings scheduled for the months ahead. As of April 13, the following collective agreement provisions governing working and learning conditions are restored: Class size/composition limits Staffing levels and ratios for non-enrolling teachers Limits on the number of students assigned to a teacher Case loads/staffing loads/teaching loads Hours of work Alternate school calendar *The government has a year to rectify or appeal the Supreme Court decision.  This decision now gives locals the opportunity in the current round of negotiations to table improvements to the provisions in effect prior to Bills 27 and 28. Boards considering changes to hours of work for teachers, including extended days, summer PD, shifts, or a 12-month work year, must now negotiate with the local. They cannot continue to rely on invalid legislation to implement hours of work changes unilaterally. The BC Supreme Court decision is replete with statements affirming the right of teachers, under the charter, to bargain working conditions. It also makes clear, in an extensive examination of evidence, the collusion that existed between the provincial government and the BCPSEA during the year 2001, which purposely undermined negotiations and paved the way for Bills 27 and 28, an odious attack on collective bargaining. Government needs to work quickly and bring back working and learning conditions for this coming September which will improve opportunities for teachers and students to achieve the success which has been denied them for the past decade. The full decision can be read at www.bctf.ca  BC College of Teachers tension The majority on the college council, primarily the appointed councillors and the registrar, appear poised to heighten confrontation with teachers. Recently there have been an increasing number of issues resulting in excessive discipline for inconsequential matters. A fee increase of 30% has been approved with little or no justification, despite the opposition of most of the elected teachers on council. There are a number of issues related to the college that are raising alarm bells. There is the prospect of: prescribed professional development in order to meet recertification and currency requirements at the same time as teachers are struggling with ever-deteriorating classroom conditions. erosion of professional autonomy. new standards. excessive discipline for inconsequential matters. a college that is not comprised of a majority of practicing teachers. a college that increases its bureaucracy. The BCTF is committed to achieving a College of Teachers that is limited to issuing teaching certificates, approving teacher-training programs, and disciplining teachers in violation of the standards. Teachers are professionals with or without the college.  New member portal now live MyBCTF, a secure portal insidebctf.ca is now live. Members now have access to: timely bargaining updates. Advantage program information. collective agreements. interactive tools, including discussion groups. easy registration for conferences and meetings. updating of personal information. targeted information based on teacher interests or teaching assignments. During our communications audit, many members asked for a secure member portal, more use of new electronic tools, and reduced paper use. Details about sign-on procedures are currently being distributed, using all available internal communication vehicles. First time sign-on  At bctf.ca, click on "BCTF Members Only" tab. At sign-in page, ("BCTF member portal") click "First time here? Sign up now." Enter BCTF member number (if known) or enter your name, school district number, and your school district employee number. Choose a password. Record/remember your BCTF member number and password! Navigate the site and update your personal information. Better Schools for BC: A plan for quality public education As British Columbians, we are in a period of political transition. As teachers, we are faced with an accelerating pace of social, educational, and technological change. At the same time, our values for public education remain timeless. The BCTF has pubished a foundation document that articulates our vision and values for public education, as well as practical strategies for improvement. Better Schools for BC, promotes positive change: class-size and composition guarantees a child poverty reduction plan specialist teachers in every school authentic student assessment respect for diversity and equal opportunities for all increased investment in public education full-scope collective bargaining rights. Copies are being distributed widely; to read the full document, visit: bctf.ca/uploadedFiles/Public/Publications/BetterSchoolsForBC.pdf  AGM elects Executive Committee for 2011-12 Delegates voted for continuity of leadership at the helm of their union coming into this next challenging year of collective bargaining. President Susan Lambert, First Vice-President Jim Iker, and Second Vice-President Glen Hansman were all re-elected by acclamation to continue in their respective positions. Also elected to serve as members-at-large on the BCTF Executive Committee were: David Komljenovic from Kamloops, Joanna Larson from Prince Rupert, Teri Mooring from Quesnel, Paul Steer from Delta, and Christine Stewart from Vancouver.)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/11/corporate-advertising-in-public-schools.html?showComment=1353385942675,Staffroom Confidential: Corporate advertising in public schools Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Thursday, November 15, 2012 Corporate advertising in public schools I noticed in the news this week that a debate is taking place in Alberta over the consideration of selling naming rights to companies for school facilities and classrooms. The administration at the Calgary Board claims the funds are necessary to create classrooms that provide hands-on learning in technology education. (http://metronews.ca/news/calgary/428011/trustee-wants-corporate-sponsorship-in-cbe-schools-put-to-public-survey/) Thankfully, the NDP education critic, David Eggan, has opposed this measure - so someone is speaking up to keep corporate ads out of schools. Advertising in schools is extremely problematic on a number of levels. First, schools are public spaces that should serve the public interest, not corporate interests. Additionally, allowing advertising in schools can pervert a school's primary function - teaching and learning. Choices should always be made based on pedagogy, but when free materials or free equipment is offered, school administrators feel pressured, particularly when budgets are slim. Already, schools are full of advertising - on score boards in gymnasiums, on the Coke machines in the hallways, in the resources provided free of change to teachers (such as materials on loans and credit from VISA and videos on puberty from KOTEX). But children and teenagers are such a lucrative market that corporations and businesses want more. Here in BC a crafty entrepreneur has developed "Chatter High". It is a web site where teens answer quiz questions about companies and non-profit institutions and can use points to win prizes. To find the answer, they use a "hint" which tells them how to go to the company web site. So a student might spend ten or twenty minutes searching web sites to find the answers to get the points to win the prizes. Chatter High sells the rights to be on their service to local Victoria businesses. If you go into the Victoria airport, you will see giant billboards advertising to local businesses how they can purchase this service (see photos above). In the schools, daily announcements invite teens to sign on to Chatter High so they don't miss out on the prizes. I signed up for Chatter High, wondering if I would see Camosun College and UVic, but on my first visit the only educational institute was Sprott Shaw College, and the prizes were for local spas. Hardly the kind of thorough and useful information a student might want or need as part of their career development education. In essence, this profit making service is filtering what information is being marketed to students using school property and resources including the announcement system and the computer labs. They are making a business of selling access to students in schools. In an interview with the Saanich News, school Principal Judy Harrison had this to say to defend the use of this commercial product at Spectrum Community School: 'Harrison justifies the inclusion of businesses on the site, most which have no clear connection to education, since they’re merely providing incentives for students, such as gift certificates for gas or ferry travel.“I guess we’re all enticed by prizes,” Harrison said. “The (most) time was spent on answering the questions, so that’s where it was consistent.”' (http://www.saanichnews.com/news/159574585.html) Across North America under funded school systems are facing increasing pressure to use advertising and charity to make up budget shortfalls. But these come with a very serious cost. In Seattle, when the Board proposed selling ads in schools, parents reacted strongly: At a community meeting on the issue, one parent said, "Schools should be all about teaching students to make their own choices, not coercing them to buy things they don't need. Schools should not be selling my child as a consumer to corporations."    Another said, "We need less materialism in this country, not more. To 'teach' children that they 'need' unnecessary commercial products is morally wrong. That this is done on commercial television is bad enough. But to do it in a public school is reprehensible."  (http://www.ibiblio.org/commercialfree/commercialism.html) Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 2:50 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 11 comments: AnonymousNovember 16, 2012 at 2:45 PM An interesting quote on their website from Greater Victoria School District Superintendent. ChatterHigh.com is a resource-filled website that offers learning and an inclusive method of much-needed fundraising. Students are learning and exploring relevant resources for post-secondary education and career information. John Gaiptman Superintendent of Schools, School District 61ReplyDelete AnonymousNovember 19, 2012 at 8:32 PM I am the question provider for Camosun College and I have had nothing but positive feedback from all the teachers, counsellors, students, and parents that I have talked to about Chatter High. These quizes are a way for high school students to gain important information about post-secondary and career opportunities. There are numerous options for students after they graduate from high school, and I know that if I had the option to do a short quiz, which helped me learn about college/university, while also having the chance to win a prize and earn money for my school, I would have started thinking about post-secondary at a much earlier age. In addition to that, I have noticed that the competitions foster school spirit as high schools compete against each other for Camosun's $1250, $750, and $500 cash prizes, which we awarded to Spectrum Community School, Claremont Secondary, and Parkland Secondary last year. It is each high school's decision whether they will participate in Chatter High, but I have found that it is an interactive way for youth to get engaged and excited about pursuing higher education. Kind regardsReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeNovember 20, 2012 at 8:19 AM Well, I think it is a sad commentary if "school spirit" has to come through winning prizes on a commercial web site. What about a collective school activity to do something positive for the world or for children or others suffering from malnutrition or war? Chatter high is selective - only those institutions that purchase the service will be shown to teens, so they are getting a restricted view of their options. Public schools should be telling our children all of their options, not just about the ones who will pay for in-school advertising. This system also teaches children to respond to cash prizes rather than their own curiosity about their futures and interests. Everything about it is wrong, in my opinion.Delete Reply AnonymousNovember 20, 2012 at 8:47 AM I am a teacher in the Lower Mainland who has started using ChatterHigh.com has a quick resource for Planning 10. As you may know, Planning 10 has 4 main organizers: Graduation Program and Graduation Transitions, Finance, Health, and Education and Careers. I find the questions posed on this website do align with learning outcomes and it is a fun, easy, independent way for students to "see what's out there". The points/prize system is a motivator but not the sole reason I use the website on occasion. As with anything, if the students and parents register on ChatterHigh, it is optional.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeNovember 20, 2012 at 9:33 AM How is reading this (just copied from my Chatter High account) part of Planning 10? It is an advertisement. "Value $25 One Tooth Activewear (formerly OTFitwear) proudly offers 80% Canadian made, high quality yoga/run/fitness/dance wear. Womens & mens apparel. We are across from Pagliacci's near Fort & Broad St in downtown Victoria. 1006 Broad St. 250-388-7071" Delete AnonymousNovember 20, 2012 at 9:55 AM It's called a prize description, so people know what they are entering for.Delete Reply AnonymousNovember 20, 2012 at 2:36 PM I have taken a number of the quizzes and found that they are very appropriate for Planning 10, providing information about post-secondary programs. The goal, as I see it, is to expand students' knowledge about what is available to them after graduation, and encourage them to pursue their post-secondary dreams. What the writer has failed to understand is that the "businesses" are simply donating prizes. They are not selling anything to the students. I highly doubt that the students would even take the time to find out more about those businesses. Jane Hayhoe Yale SecondaryReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeNovember 20, 2012 at 2:52 PM Some donate prizes, others purchase the service and submit questions, and many of these are private businesses, such as Sprott Shaw College and BC Turkey Farmers. Some information is useful, some is not. All of it is paid advertising. I don't believe the inclusion of some non-profits makes the rest ok. Here is question 1 and 3 from today's quiz: Question 1/10 Shawn has been producing turkeys since 1992. His farm is one of the largest in BC. How many staff does he have on the farm? 1 man farm 3 man farm 10 man farm 15 man farm Click here for a hint and earn 50 points Question 3/10 Island Sexual Health Society provides free condoms to anyone who needs them. How many steps do we list for proper condom use? Ten Seven Fourteen One Click here for a hint and earn 50 pointsDelete Reply FionaNovember 21, 2012 at 3:24 PM I'm disappointed to be reading this about ChatterHigh. To me, it does not appear that the writer has even taken the time to do their research on ChatterHigh. If you had taken the time to actually do the quizzes, you would know that they take perhaps between 5 - 10 mins. in total to complete. When you click on the hint link, it takes you straight to the page where you will find the answer. Not all questions are post education related, some are about health, jobs etc. There are many options for kids after they graduate from school and not all kids are going to go on to post education. All kids need to know what is available to them out there, regardless of how that information is transmitted. ChatterHigh is just another tool to help students with their decisions once they have graduated. Individual schools will never be able to get all of the necessary info. out to students about life after graduation and I for one, am thankful there are other resources to help them. I am a parent of 2 girls that graduated from Spectrum Community School last June and yes, we won both competitions. It was great to see the whole school come together and support their 2012 graduating class in the hopes of winning this money to put on the school's first Dry Grad Event. To me, this is "School Spirit" and I see no difference if they had come together to do something for the community or for their school. They did it collectively and had fun doing it. Being able to enter draws to win some fabulous prizes was a nice bonus, but if you chose not to enter draws, you didn't have too. For our school, it was about winning the competitions, winning prizes was secondary. Is it really any different than the school using announcements to talk about Camosun College, or UVIC than using it to talk about ChatterHigh? I know a few students who changed their or made up their minds about their career paths because of ChatterHigh. Had it not been for ChatterHigh, who knows where these kids might have ended up. When I was doing the quizzes on a daily basis, I learnt a lot of information that I otherwise knew nothing about. On some of the websites, I would minimize the window to go back to the site later to have a look and learn some more and perhaps pass that information on to my kids. Most of our students did their quizzes at home, not using the school's computers. I'm sure lots of kids log on to their Facebook, email or twitter accounts at school, so why not ChatterHigh? At least they would be learning something useful!! Who are you to decide what information is useful and what is not? Isn't that up to the individual user to decide? Do you know for a fact that ChatterHigh is making a profit? Do you know for a fact that ChatterHigh is Corporate Sponsored Advertising? I strongly suggest that you do your research on ChatterHigh before you berate them for trying to do something good for our high school students. On a final note, Spectrum Community School was so impressed with ChatterHigh and the good that they are doing, that we invited this crafty businessman to be our keynote speaker at our 2012 Graduation Ceremony. Keep up the good work ChatterHigh, you are doing great things for our students!!ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeNovember 21, 2012 at 3:33 PM I agree that students should be aware of options for after graduation...that is why we have Planning 10, Graduationa Transitions, and counselling services. Teachers and school counsellors can collect information in an unbiased manner, that truly does provide students with their full range of options. Chatter High only provides information of the businesses who purchase their services.Delete Reply FionaNovember 21, 2012 at 3:57 PM Planning 10 classes all vary from school to school. Taking planning 10 in Grade 10 or in some cases, kids take it in Grade 11, that is a huge time difference between Grade 10 and Grade 12. Kids just want to get the class over and done with as fast as they can. We are talking high school students here, most who can't wait to be done with school and most who don't seek the services of counsellors or other options available to them. Do teachers and schools have all the information and I do mean all, to pass on to kids? At least with ChatterHigh, they actually had to read in order to answer the questions and learnt at the same time. A lot of the kids at our school would never have been made aware of some of the options available to them had it not been for doing their ChatterHigh quizzes. ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ▼  November (6) Technology in school? How much is too much Corporate advertising in public schools Thoughts on parent advocacy and the Moore decision... Technology in a 21st Century Learning Inc world The slow death of special education Attacks on public education are working...where is... ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "#FunFriday Fact: #BC has the highest small business employment in Canada. October is Small Business Month! Check out: http://t.co/20bcLmlvFP" @bcliberals - 03:55pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9070,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept./Oct. 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, No. 1, Sept./Oct. 2003 Diagnosis: Ministeritus? by David Schreck Since the Campbell government came to power, B.C. lost 11,000 K–12 students, 3,000 teachers, and 91 schools. If you listen to the Minister of Education, Christy Clark, doing the talk shows during the first week back to school, you might hear her say that funding is increasing in spite of decreasing enrolment. That is what economists call "money illusion." If prices increase but budgets increase by less, then there are fewer real resources even though there is more "nominal money." In the case of education, enrolment has gone down by 2% since the Campbell government came to power, but the number of teachers has been cut by 10% (those numbers come from the Ministry of Education web site: www.bced.gov.bc.ca/k12datareports/course_reports.htm. It sounds like a lot when Christy Clark says there are 11,000 fewer students, but according to the ministry figures for public schools, there were 589,913 full-time-equivalent students on September 30 for school year 2000–01, and 580,406 full-time equivalent students on September 30 of school year 2002–03—a drop of 1.6%. Relative to those big numbers, Clark’s talk about fewer students is put into its proper small scale. The ministry’s figures also show that the number of full-time equivalent teachers dropped from 36,113 in 2000 to 33,900 in 2002—a drop of 6.1%. The precise numbers aren’t out yet for 2003, but media report that there are another 1,000 fewer teachers and 2,000 fewer students—that means much larger class sizes, 2% fewer students, and 10% fewer teachers in Campbell’s New Era. It must be irritating for teachers who worked hard to earn a teaching certificate to listen to Minister Clark who, according to the published résumés, didn’t complete a university degree. According to the B.C. Progress Board’s indicator number 11 (www.bcprogressboard.com/about.html), in 1992 only 15.2% of B.C.’s population had completed a university education; in 2001 that had risen to 20.1%. A university degree doesn’t necessarily make a person smarter, but it has been noticed by many political observers that some cabinet ministers suffer from a disease sometimes called "ministeritus"—that means that one thinks that being appointed as a government minister automatically makes one more knowledgeable than everyone else. Others will have to determine whether Christy Clark suffers from that affliction. Meanwhile, those who are concerned about education should focus on hard data rather than on ministerial opinions and trial balloons. ©2003 David D. Schreck, StrategicThoughts.com Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141006,globalnews.ca,http://globalnews.ca/news/1600293/toews-bezmogis-among-giller-prize-finalists/,Toews, Bezmozgis among Giller Prize finalists - Winnipeg | Globalnews.ca Your Region: National BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg On TV: News Hour Sections National National sections Locals Local sections Watch Watch sections Search Canada Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released Sections Health Money Consumer Tech Entertainment Environment Science Lifestyle Sports Featured Canada World Politics Investigations Canada Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released Your Region National Change BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Health Money Consumer Tech Entertainment Environment Science Lifestyle Sports Jump to a Region National BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Man trying to reach Bermuda in inflatable bubble rescued by Coast Guard Schedule NowNews Hour 6:30pmGlobal National More Programs Global National The West Block 16x9 The Morning Show More Personalities Dawna Friesen Carolyn Jarvis Liza Fromer Tom Clark More News Major snowfall covers N. Manitoba Entertainment ‘Gone Girl’ wins weekend box office News Journalist with Ebola arrives at US hospital Canada Quebecor sells off Sun newspaper chain News Crowdfunded bus debuts in Toronto Entertainment Depardieu reveals past as escort, thief Canada MPs debate motion for airstrikes in Iraq Sports NBA extends television deals for 9 years Trending Maple Syrup Heist Hong Kong protests Iraq crisis Luka Magnotta Ebola outbreak enterovirus D68 Ukraine Retail Wars Giller Prize October 6, 2014 11:47 am Toews, Bezmozgis among Giller Prize finalists By Staff  The Canadian Press ; Author Miriam Toews in an undated publicity photo. Handout What is this? Sponsored content is written by Global News' editorial staff without any editorial influence by the sponsor. If you'd like to learn more... What is this ? X What is this? Sponsored content is written by Global News' without any editorial influence by the sponsor. If you'd like to learn more... TORONTO – Miriam Toews, David Bezmozgis and Frances Itani are among the finalists for the lucrative Scotiabank Giller Prize. Rounding out the short list, announced this morning, is Sean Michaels, Heather O’Neill and Padma Viswanathan. Toews is a native of Manitoba; Latvia-born Bezmozgis studied in Montreal; Itani was born in Ontario but raised in Quebec; Michaels is based in Montreal; O’Neill is a native of Montreal; and Viswanathan hails from Nelson, B.C. Story continues below The shortlisted books are: All My Puny Sorrows (Toews), The Betrayers (Bezmozgis), Tell (Itani), Us Conductors (Michaels), The Girl Who Was Saturday Night (O’Neill) and The Ever After of Ashwin Rao (Viswanathan). This year the prize purse has increased to $140,000, with $100,000 to the winner and $10,000 to each finalist. Organizers say that makes it the richest fiction prize in Canada. Twelve authors previously made the long list for the prize, which recognizes the best in English-language fiction. This year, 161 books were submitted by 63 publishers. The jury panel consists of Canadian author Shauna Singh Baldwin, British novelist Justin Cartwright, and American writer Francine Prose. The Scotiabank Giller Prize will air on Nov. 10. - with files by Global News   © The Canadian Press, 2014 Report an error Books Giller Prize More Stories Entertainment Giller Prize ups prize purse to $140k Canadian scientist predicted to win Nobel Prize Toronto researcher could win Nobel Prize on Monday WATCH: Ann-Marie MacDonald relives painful past for ‘Adult Onset’ Mission woman wins the 2014 PNE Prize Home Comments Popular Now How does Ebola spread? 5 things you need to know 17958 Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released 9957 Accused Madeleine McCann Twitter troll found dead 9216 Ebola: 5 reasons why an outbreak is highly unlikely in Canada 5718 UPDATE: What’s the best, cheapest Canadian cellphone plan out there? 5633 Featured Content Canada Ebola: 5 reasons why an outbreak is highly unlikely in Canada What are the chances of an Ebola outbreak taking off in Canada? It isn’t likely, according to experts. And here are a number of reasons why. Continue reading → Environment Are we in the midst of a mass extinction? There have been 5 mass extinctions — the loss of 75 per cent or more of the world’s species — in Earth’s history. Scientists now believe that we are at the early stages of the sixth. Continue reading → Health Lab-grown penises may soon be ‘ready for testing’ on humans Researchers in North Carolina say penises grown in laboratories could “soon be ready for human testing,” offering hope for men who have had traumatic injuries or penile cancer. Continue reading → Canada Meet Rachel Parent — the teen fighting for GMO labelling in Canada Rachel Parent is a 15-year-old activist. Her goal: mandatory labelling in Canada of all genetically modified organisms, or GMOs that are found as ingredients in food. Continue reading → Canada Abandoned puppies on the mend Twenty hungry, cold and flea-infested puppies found in a Saskatchewan field are now being nursed back to health at Battleford’s Humane Society. Continue reading → Science Everything you need to know about Wednesday’s lunar eclipse On Oct. 8, Canada will be treated to its second lunar eclipse of the year. Find out what you can expect. Continue reading → Canada Can homegrown food win the climate change war? Wondering what’s the single most effective way to combat climate change? Plant a garden. Continue reading → Canada 16×9: An investigation into illegal lumber Timber thieves are stealing wood from the Russian Far East, processing it in China and then shipping it to North America, a 16×9 investigation has found. Continue reading → Highlights Hounds of Parliament: As commuting cyclist and budget watchdog, Frechette must make his presence known Frechette draws a line distinguishing his personality as a cyclist and as the parliamentary budget officer. But surely there’s a parallel between the assertive man he is on a bike and in the role of PBO? Continue reading → Email alerts Sign up for FREE daily Globalnews.ca newsletters and breaking news alerts Email Address National Daily News National Breaking News By clicking on the submit button, I have read, understood and agreed to our privacy policy Twitter Follow globalnews 5 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews USA Swimming suspends #MichaelPhelps for 6 months glbn.ca/ClLU9 pic.twitter.com/nqC3dQ3NhL 5 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews Hillary Clinton: military action against ISIS “critical” and “essential” globalnews.ca/news/1600343/w… #cdnpoli 17 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews Boy left in car during church choir practice dies glbn.ca/ClKBB Jump to a Region BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Connect Facebook Twitter Google+ RSS Contact Us Global News About Us Privacy Policy Principles & Practices Terms & Conditions Copyright Shaw Media Advertise Open Data © Shaw Media Inc., 2014. All rights reserved. Follow Follow “Global News” Get every new post delivered to your Inbox. Join 3,820 other followers Powered by WordPress.com Shaw Connect Expand News Entertainment Entertainment Home Celebs Movies TV Music Living Lifestyle Food Home & Living Sports Money Tech Travel Breaktime Autos Watch TV Online All Sites Global Global News Food Network HGTV History Television Showcase Slice DTOUR ET Canada National Geographic Movietime Lifetime H2 DIY Action NG Wild Mystery IFC BBC Deja Vu Twist)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141006,mobile.twitter.com,https://mobile.twitter.com/CKNW,টুইটারে CKNW (@CKNW) সাইন ইন করুন! নিবন্ধন করুন CKNW @ CKNW Vancouver, BC Breaking news from CKNW News Talk 980 - BC's News Leader. cknw.com 76,863 টুইটগুলি 3,72 অনুসরণ করছেন 42,617 অনুসরণকারীগণ   আরও ছবি দেখুন টুইটগুলি CKNW @CKNW 6মিনিঃ .@GregMooredotca makes it official announcing on Twitter he has filed his papers to seek another term in the #PoCo mayors chair. #munipoli বিবরণ দেখুন · CKNW পুনঃটুইট করেছে Shelby Thom @ShelbyThom980 8মিনিঃ . @VancouverPD looking for one suspect. White 35-40 years old, 5"10, medium build, dark clothing. Sketch to come. pic.twitter.com/1tpkpKczN4 ছবি দেখুন · CKNW পুনঃটুইট করেছে Shelby Thom @ShelbyThom980 8মিনিঃ . @VancouverPD says first victim in 80's & second victim in 90's. Third in 50's. @CKNW pic.twitter.com/K1ZPFkkEk4 ছবি দেখুন · CKNW পুনঃটুইট করেছে Shelby Thom @ShelbyThom980 8মিনিঃ The @VancouverPD says most recent attack Oct 3 woman confronted suspect & he allegedly punched her in the face. pic.twitter.com/s0zXXKBL5Z ছবি দেখুন · CKNW পুনঃটুইট করেছে Shelby Thom @ShelbyThom980 8মিনিঃ Police say not looking at Asian targeted attacks as hate crime but rather sex crimes. pic.twitter.com/RobiTuOinC ছবি দেখুন · CKNW পুনঃটুইট করেছে Shelby Thom @ShelbyThom980 9মিনিঃ The @VancouverPD issues public warning after 3 Middle aged - elderly Asian women attacked in #Vancouver April-Oct pic.twitter.com/ovdS06ms2z ছবি দেখুন · CKNW @CKNW 10মিনিঃ #bcpoli fall out from the Throne Speech from @christyclarkbc & @jjhorgan bit.ly/1uu8yyZ #LNG সারসংক্ষেপ দেখুন · CKNW পুনঃটুইট করেছে Sean Leslie @seanleslie980 37মিনিঃ .@jjhorgan says Petronas negotiating in public, may be angling for special deal with gov. #bcpoli বিবরণ দেখুন · CKNW পুনঃটুইট করেছে Marcella Bernardo @Bernardo980 37মিনিঃ Lawyer says no evidence his client 'drilled' Sandy Davidsen in June 2010 and 'the smell of that has been raised again this afternoon.' বিবরণ দেখুন · CKNW পুনঃটুইট করেছে Sean Leslie @seanleslie980 44মিনিঃ @.jjhorgan says #Thronespeech dropped all mention of 100,000 LNG jobs, paying off debt. #bcpoli pic.twitter.com/0ce5fZppid ছবি দেখুন · CKNW পুনঃটুইট করেছে Marcella Bernardo @Bernardo980 44মিনিঃ Lawyer says Robinson didn't follow proper procedures, but actions were considered 'reasonable and proportionate' by outside investigators. বিবরণ দেখুন · CKNW পুনঃটুইট করেছে Marcella Bernardo @Bernardo980 44মিনিঃ Lawyer for .@VancouverPD officer Taylor Robinson who knocked down disabled woman in #DTES says impact is 'nothing less than profound.' বিবরণ দেখুন · CKNW পুনঃটুইট করেছে Sean Leslie @seanleslie980 53মিনিঃ .@christyclarkbc says success on #LNG would be 5 of 15 proposed plants built. Won't guess which ones will get green light. #bcpoli বিবরণ দেখুন · CKNW পুনঃটুইট করেছে Sean Leslie @seanleslie980 56মিনিঃ Premier @christyclarkbc says goal still to cut GHG's by 33% by 2020, but "complicated" work still to do on LNG emissions. #bcpoli বিবরণ দেখুন · CKNW পুনঃটুইট করেছে Sean Leslie @seanleslie980 56মিনিঃ Premier @christyclarkbc says Petronas simply representing their shareholders. Still hopes project will proceed. pic.twitter.com/5aPryKbRKS ছবি দেখুন · CKNW @CKNW 1ঘঃ Debate in Ottawa over the plan laid out by the federal government to fight ISIL & ISIS. @michaeleckford @CKNW বিবরণ দেখুন · CKNW @CKNW 1ঘঃ 2/2 @VancouverPD say all 3 women attacked are Asian. Attacker described as a white man 35 to 40yo, 5’10” tall, wearing dark clothing. বিবরণ দেখুন · CKNW @CKNW 1ঘঃ .@VancouverPD are warning women to be careful after 3 attacks since April in the Oak, Cambie, & South Granville areas. 1/2 #Vancouver বিবরণ দেখুন · CKNW @CKNW 2ঘঃ .@bcliberals #thronespeech says on economy, "we must choose to grow or decline..if we do nothing, we will have chosen decline." #lng বিবরণ দেখুন · CKNW @CKNW 2ঘঃ .@bcliberals promising "comprehensive legislative framework" for LNG this #bcleg session that will be "fair to people of BC." #bcpoli বিবরণ দেখুন · পুরনো টুইট লোড করুন একটি বিষয়, @name, বা সম্পূর্ণ নাম দিন সেটিংস Help উপরে ফেরত যান · ছবি বন্ধ করুন)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Touring a natural gas drilling rig with @MLA Mike Bernier, and Brian from EnCana http://t.co/AifdJ4H07b" @Teresa_Wat - 06:01pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141003,plus.googleapis.com,https://plus.googleapis.com/u/0/_/widget/render/comments?usegapi=1&first_party_property=YOUTUBE&href=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DfevsW3pQMfw&owner_id=p-KP-gzi3AESX9t6AKLyoA&query=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DfevsW3pQMfw&stream_id=UCp-KP-gzi3AESX9t6AKLyoA&substream_id=fevsW3pQMfw&view_type=FILTERED&width=612&youtube_video_acl=PUBLIC&hl=en_US&origin=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com&search=%3Fv%3DfevsW3pQMfw&hash=&gsrc=1p&jsh=m%3B%2F_%2Fscs%2Fabc-static%2F_%2Fjs%2Fk%3Dgapi.gapi.en.3FXu8FP6Cts.O%2Fm%3D__features__%2Frt%3Dj%2Fd%3D1%2Frs%3DAItRSTMtQmjcQhSOEe7a8NNEN6SSxxO7Ug,All comments (2) Share your thoughtsOpening... Top comments Top comments Newest first Stream Carl Forde via Google+7 months ago Lizanne Foster originally shared this   When I was a teacher in South Africa, during the Apartheid era, under a fascist, non-democratic government, where I was a second-class citizen restricted in all aspects of my life because of the colour of my skin, I got 13 paycheques a year - a double paycheque in my birth month -  and a yearly increment in salary. As a teacher in our community, I was afforded a lot of respect and support by the parents of my students and the community at large.  These days as a teacher in B.C., working under Apartheid seems like the lesser evil when I look at the trampling of my constitutional rights, the vilification of teachers in the media and the absolute contempt this government has for the work I do with and for the children of this province.﻿Read moreShow less Reply  ·  Lizanne Foster via Google+7 months ago   When I was a teacher in South Africa, during the Apartheid era, under a fascist, non-democratic government, where I was a second-class citizen restricted in all aspects of my life because of the colour of my skin, I got 13 paycheques a year - a double paycheque in my birth month -  and a yearly increment in salary. As a teacher in our community, I was afforded a lot of respect and support by the parents of my students and the community at large.  These days as a teacher in B.C., working under Apartheid seems like the lesser evil when I look at the trampling of my constitutional rights, the vilification of teachers in the media and the absolute contempt this government has for the work I do with and for the children of this province.﻿Read moreShow less 2 Show moreLoading...)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "October is #FosterFamilyMonth. Thank you #BC for opening your homes and hearts to more than 5,900 children and youth." @John_Yap - 11:14pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8992,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, Number 2, November/December 2003 Teachers retired 1 Southeast Kootenay Walter Blais Michael McDougall 2 Rocky Mountain Ruth Ellingson Raymond Ferguson Sylvia Hill Colin Patterson 5 Southeast Kootenay Maria Altomare Keith Coates Heather Farmer Louis Gentile Glenn Hildebrant Orest Kowalshyn Robert MacDonald Carol Mann Gary Nonis Florence Reid Raymond Roy Gerry Sobie David Squance Stan Williamson 8 Kootenay Lake Jean Boland Eileen Browne Valerie Caywood Allan Collier Ed Cox Vi Doerfler Gail Elder Elizabeth Farenholtz Glyn Humphries Gail Kitt Marlene Lord Connie Marrello Bill McDonnell Helen Middleditch Lina Myles Greg Ottewell Sandy Pascuzzo Bruce Paterson Nell Plotnikoff Don Robertson Mary Russill Janet Sommerville Milt Stanley Bridgette Vukusic Grace Wilson 10 Arrow Lakes Jean Bassett Jill Faulks Rose Jones Robert Moyer 19 Revelstoke Eve Fisher Paul Hills Anthea Hughes John Macko Pat Sieber 20 Kootenay-Columbia John Bailey Mary Berukoff Margaret Crawford Linda Dawson Gillian Harrison Art MacNeil Bill Sang Frank Santesso Jill Shannon Bonnie Szekely 22 Vernon Cheryl Altwasser Grant Armstrong Patrick Bonin Carole Bulford Susan Burrows Mary Carr John Hanson Jennifer McDonell David Robertson Carolynn Strilchuk William Vick Raymond Worley Grace Zubyk 23 Central Okanagan Bill Adamson Linda Andrews Frances Bradshaw Denise Brownlee Marjorie Buckham David Cox Andrew Daley Larry Davidson Gordon Detta Roger Duncan Ronald Fazackerley Peter Forster Lorina Froese Margaret Giroux David Gunderson Virginia Hallonquist Sharon Harris Harry Hollier James Holtz Wayne Margerison Emil Nagy Joanne Philips Marguerite Scrimger Terry Taylor Loretta Thom Ordie Towhey Elizabeth Zaseybida 27 Cariboo-Chilcotin Barrie Bolton Eileen Corbin Lillian Dalles Dennis Ebbeson Mary Ellison Geraldine Farquharson Bonita Forsyth Karin Graham Sandra Hawkins Bernard Kromhout Patricia Murphy Robert Preston Peter Smith William Turkel Mary Turner Liselotte Weber Janet Whalley Cynthia Wilson 28 Quesnel Katherine Carlson Daniel Dobrinsky Heather Dobrinsky Liisa Reinitz William Trueman Marilyn Wells 33 Chilliwack Jerry Coffman Linda Engh Lenora Esau Fred Ganzow Bonnie Giesbrecht Carol Haworth Sharon Johnston Norman Kruse Patty Matthews Gordon McLennan Helen Pauls Judy Reinhardt 34 Abbotsford Patricia Corbett Roy Daly Jack Goeson Ken Grieve Linda Heales Judy Keller Winnifred Latham Therese Lavallee Wayne Lee Lynn Mills Morley Morgan Gordon Peterson Linda Peterson Jean Quinn Lois Rhodes Shannon Riedlinger Helen Rushka Joe Sigfusson Victor Toews Kaye Vandermeulen Sam Vandermeulen Jackson Wood 35 Langley Jane Adler Tetsuro Akune Brenda Bahr Malcolm Bailey Mary Bailey Elizabeth Boardman Philip Broadhead Susan Camps Carol Cheshire John Clifton Susan Cline Gerrit Cotterli Frank Dupuis Katalin De Korompay Marie Dunham Diane Earle Lois Edwards Leslie Fell Steven Gidora Merle Gillan John Gregg Perry Haddock Edward Haywood Blair Jadunath Stacey Jordan-Knox Donna Linke Jo-Anne Loughran Beverley Marinello Luz Verzosa Ashe Wallace Dale Whitley Loraine Wong Douglas Yee 36 Surrey Miss Donna Anderson Gordon Auld Barb Baker Cheryl Bennewith Maryann Bowles Marilyn Bulmer Wendy Case \Jean-Claude Castex Jane Catalano James Coyne Marion Coyne Donna Cusson Jean Driedger Jill du Monde Leslie Dutton Julita Grant Donald Hecker Virginia Houghton Michael Kerry Naomi Knowlton Elaine Mason Dale McIntyre Dale Moore Harvey Ostroff Carolyn Quan Kathleen Resvick Jane Ross Kathleen Roth Jean-Paul Salaun Miss Patricia Scott Andrea-Lee Smith Marlyn Sparks Michael Stec Jacqueline Stinson Renate Stopper Karen Susheski Barbara Tilley Joanne Vinish Margaret Wahl 37 Delta Maureen Attwell Gerd Bartel Karen Brown Delores Falk Kathleen Fraser Neil Murray Gerald Taylor 38 Richmond Walter Adams Linda Anderson David Bell Patricia Campbell Leona Carswell Robert Cunningham Bill Disbrow Gregory F. George-Watts Bruni Goodson Jacqueline Grant Karl Grassl Elizabeth Harvey Marion Hodges Maggie Ip Bernie Isomura Yrsa Jensen Art Landymore Jeanette Lemieux Patricia Lynn Lynda McMynn Judy Momeyer Barry Morley Senga Morley Wayne Murray Joan Nielsen Frank Parrotta Peter Phillipoff Holly Ramcharita Barbara Sawoniak Vivian Spangehl Bruce Topp Brent Watson John Wilson Ray Woo John Young 39 Vancouver Norman Achtemichuk Barbara Assonitis Frank Barazzuol Donna Battye Glyn Beard Joel Bellas Heather Bolton Johan Borgen James Brown Ian Burton John Campbell Beverley Clarke Sylvia Cole Thomas Collins Kathryn Cook Bruce Cox Yaya De Andrade Moira Doherty David Dougall Patricia Drake Maureen Erwin Dianne Falkner Carolyn Forbes Garbett Garraway John Gooding Judy Gordon Mary Hatch Anne Haycock Barry Hegquist Fiorella Heywood Richard Hopkins Margaret Hosgood Jillian Hyndman Darrell Jang Nicole Jeffers Ingrid Jeffrey Sally Jennejohn Gloria Joe Barrie Johnson Ted Keating Michael Keenlyside Phil Knaiger Mary Low Wendy Low Shirley MacDonald Esther McBride William McCann Kathleen McGavin Barry McGavin Judy McKane Robbie McLennan Denis McMahon Louise McManus Tim McMullen Maureen McNamara Rod McNeil Carolyne Meadus Margaret Mitchell Anita Morgan Andrew Morgan Dorothy Mundie Helen Nogatch-Rubin Lorne Oakes Airlie Ogilvie Joanne Okano Ron Pellegrin Robert Pennyway Barbara Pennyway Wendy Pickering Carol Pincott Patricia Porter Lynne Reilly Janice Robinson Hilary Rousseau Greg Rudloff Sharon Sawatzky George Simmer Janet Simpson Ruth Smith Jane Soon Brian Specht Robert Tawse Anne Travis Rosemary Trotter Rosalie Tully Evelyn Van Esch Rod Van Dorn Margaraet Vance Arnold Wagner June Williams Geraldine York 40 New Westminster Jeannette MacKay Steve McDonald Janet Morrissey Sarah Simpson William Smith Linda Stender Pam Thomson Roxsane Tiernan 41 Burnaby Clifford Anderson Elayne Armstrong Margaret Askew Barbara Ballhorn Linda Beebe Ron Brown Theresa Butler Neil Carey Elizabeth Clark Marilyn Coutts Alan Crowe Carol Dominelli Muriel Elliott Lora Finan Ron Frederick Pat Greenfield David Griffiths Wendy Hinestrosa Rob Kelly Clayton Knowlton Michi Lee Nevar Makofka Peni Martel Myrna McDonell Carol McLeod Denis Meek Dianne Nicholas Margot Nussbaum Barbara Perks Susan Robinson Rozellen Saunders Gillian Schine Linda Shuto Ken Smith Judith Van Rosalie Waddell Jacqueline Walker Karen Waterlow Larry Wright Heather Yuen 42 Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Beth Bennett Georgia Conway Donna Fietta Sharon Ives Karl Jensen Dorothy Lee Andrea MacInnes Ron Sanderson Carol Scott Dave Styles Donna Styles Jeff Tarris Victoria White 43 Coquitlam Carol Ayliffe Audrey Anthony Lynne Bateson Donna Bennett Gary Bennett Shirley Bens Rive Biddle Carla Brown Joan Caldow Caroline Damon Mel Douglas Kate Dudley Helen Fitch Bruno Garcea Donna Gardner Judith Giles Elaine Glanville Carolyn Godfrey Duane Goode John Gould Diane Grantham Sharilyn Hambly Rose Heinekey Yvonne Hunter Carolyn Jennings Dennis Leibel Mary Lucas Valerie Lutz Doug MacDonald John Martin Denise Maultsaid Gail McLean Angelo Michelis Richard Miller Ken Miscisco Diane Mitchell Frances Mitchell Jim Morris Paul Odermatt Donna Ott Louise Pahnke Maureen Parks Helen Patzwald Les Phillips Jane Price Maria Santone Heather Shaw Judy Specht Monica Steinway Joanne Talwar Gary Thompson Brian Waplington Laurel Whatley Rob Williamson 44 North Vancouver Manon Aubert Marilla Baird Marlene Baker Lorna Bennett William Bowles Jackie Bradley Eleanor Butt Ann Byington Jon Carrodus Dennis Ellwood Michael Gerbrandt Harold Hoodless Marian McGavin Donna Morgan Carole Murray Bill O'Neill Barbara Ralph Kathy Ray Linda Riddell Louise Ritchie Eileen Rollinson Gaynol Shepherd Cynthia Slater Carolyn Thorpe Deirdre Turnbull Barbara Waigh Margaret Ward Deanne Wheater Jim Wisnia 45 West Vancouver Ann Busay William Busay Myrna Dyck Susan Enright Michael Evans Jim Harrison Julie Marett Barry Rector Rikke Rytter Gary Schwertfeger Cathy Still 46 Sunshine Coast Keith Brind Cynthia Cameron Katie Caple George Irish Pat Mostovich Wendy Simmonds Heather Sjoquist 47 Powell River Wesley Bingham Irene Hahn Wayne Hanson Michael Leahy Heather Milligan Hanna Verkerk-English 48 Howe Sound Barbara Cromack Carol Cheal Colleen Polowich Dave Cromack Dawn Milne Dianne Dunn Eleanor Bowcock Fred Kuyek George Fedorak Janet Black Leslie Tenta Lyn Wisnia Marilyn Squire Pat Saintsbury Roger Griffin Ron Renville Zdenek Los 51 Boundary Ken Baker Emilie Belak Don Caskey Blake Frisby Lynda Maclean Catherine Peach Elaine Podovinikoff Beatrice Rakochy Dan Romaine Roger Smith 52 Prince Rupert Angus MacDonald Louisa Sanchez Margaret Travis 53 Okanagan Similkameen Mal Bearman Bev Bygdnes Carol Cieslik Jim Demetrick Suzan McKortoff Mike McWhinnie 54 Bulkley Valley Daphne Moser David Dickinson Dennis Courtliff Bridget Gillespie Donna Steeves Kathy Johnston Lorne Thompson Margaret Hikisch Wes Giesbrecht 57 Prince George Shirley Austin Jan Beliveau Klaus Blume Fred Bolton Walter Brown Donald Bryce Betty Burbee David Crampton Colleen Crossfield Elizabeth DeVore Renate Dorschner Krystna Duncan Agnes Dunn Marion Elliot Geraldine Green Elspeth Grogan Sharon Haight Sam Hannah Lesley Hay Sandra Hooge Nona Horvath Nickole Ireland Patricia James William James Roberta Johansen Henry Johns Patricia Johnson Peter Johnson Sheila Johnston Jim Jordan Rita Kadar Maureen Kennedy Heather Long Betty McCann Ann McErlean Cathy McFadyen Kathryn Michell Ken Robinson Peggy Robinson Carol Salton Valerie Sinclair Ronald Smith Virginia Springer Beverly Westerlund Marion Wilkins 58 Nicola-Similkameen Stephen Fitzpatrick Susan Hamilton Diane Quinn 59 Peace River South Ed Augustyn Sukrit Parmar Carol White 60 Peace River North Terrance Bedford Norma Currie Brian Cuthbert Ray Giesbrecht Gwen Johansson Margaret Little Sorin Popesku Merle Schwab Dorothy VanBergen Herb VanBergen Terry Webster 61 Greater Victoria Russell Ball William Barazzuol David Barker Robert Blank James Buchan Sylvia Buckhardt Robert Buie Sue Cabeldu Cheryl Campbell John Campbell Linda Carlswell-Bland Sylvia Carter James Clayton John Clemens Dorothy Cooper Heather Cooper John Lloyd Campbell Elaine Curling Jeff Davison Julia Day Henry Doherty Darren Elves Sonia Engstad Naomi Fitzgerald Ida-Marie Foster Monty Fulton Graeme Gardiner Genevieve Gleason Carol Graham David Graham Evelyn Hardy Bernadette Harris Adrian Harrison Margaret Haskell Adele Heckmann Clarita Helbig Dianne Hodgins Penny Hooker Paul Hutcheson Cynthia Jones Anne Keay Don Kissinger Ned Lemley Joyce Lore Alan Marcellus Roberta May Rita McCunn Jacquelaine McDonald Yvonne McLean Alice McNeil Dolores Mebs Joan Mickelson Helen Money Bickey Nadasen Carol Ojala Lynne Peacey Anne Pearson Llangdon Peets John Polkinghorne Karen Powell Gary Robertson Yvonne Rolston Tina Ronse Shirley Ryzak James Schurman Linda Schurman Barbara Shaw William Simpson John Sitwell Harry Stanbridge Barbara Stark Philip Stel Janet Strauss Stelio Tedesco Leslie Thomson Diana Trust Brian Twohig Francoise Vaudrin Elizabeth Wanzel Jon Watson Sharon Williams Michael Woodley 62 Sooke Nancy Adams Sherrie Allen Marilyn Bayer John Bergbusch Martin Conder Patricia Cownden Donald Frampton Stephen Godfrey Peter King Barbara Lewis Marilyn Lidster Elizabeth Marza Barbara McCambridge Deena Nielsen Kevin O’Neill Carol Pallan Michael Richardson Ron Slater David Smirl Joan Smirl Peter Songhurst Brenda Stephen Susan Trusler Joan Vivian David Watson Gary Wong Hickman Wong Gary Woodburn 63 Saanich Beverly Brookman John Costin Arlena Dodd Pamela Harte Barbara Henderson Peter Jackson Lynn Walley John Wenman 67 Okanagan Skaha Keith Allen Ernie Aschenbrenner Karen Bennett Robert Brownell Judy Byer Frances Cartwright Kenneth Devall Jan Ehlers Alroy Fishler Carol French Susan Harvey Donald Henry Walter Huebert Peter Kruse Edna Millar Earl Overland Van Pratt Glenn Rabuka Ronald Rosher Judy Slinn Bryan Snider David Snyder Robert Syer 68 Nanaimo Sharron Anderson Michele Auffredou Ron Busche Janet Cameron Betty Dillabaugh Sandra Dobson Lilia Espedido Edward Girard Heather Gray Robert Handel Jan Hawes Cecile Hill Linda Holtum Patricia Hoque Suzanne Jobin Lorelei Kilvert Agnes Lillie Mary Mark Patrick Morrison Jill Pascoe Kathrine Pennock Annie Reeves Darlene Swan Anne-Marie Wauthy Kathleen White Gail Wiseman Reed 69 Qualicum Betty Acres Jean-Louis Brachet Joyce Elmore Joseph Kupkee Elizabeth Parsons Brian Pearce Ken Ryan 70 Alberni Celina Abercrombie Anthea Boechler Ed Clifford Donna Daitl Anthony Dixon Diane Dvorak Bev Frolic Dennis Hillman Gerry Johnston David Lowe Bonnie Markin James Mayo Pamela McIntosh Robin Petersen Mike Putz Geri Richardson Bonnie Ritchie Erica Schubart Diane Thames Wilma Walker Joan Watson Sharon Wood 71 Comox-Valley Doug Barbour Linda Blake Michiyo Bourchier Don Deese Frank Frketich Gordon Fyfe Harlene Holm John Hurley Pippa Ingram Linda Keetley Monique Masson Barb McGrath Ralph Rambow Marilyn Rexin Sue Rogers Susan Sandland Judy Taylor Erik Taynen Clara Van Dinter Janice Won Eve Zanussi 72 Campbell River Janis Cousins Karl Klein Terry Moist Robert Scott Sandy Swanson Alan Todd Pat Tomlinson Jo-Anne Windsor 73 Kamloops-Thompson Linda Allen Gavin Barber Sheila Begley Carolyn Bepple Hilary Brouwer Marilyn Brown Alan Bruce Connie Burris Norma Butler Alan Campbell Jean Capps Phil Claydon Peter Clutier Judy Collinge Sandra Collins Gailen Conan Gerald Corboy Donna Cowell Ulrike Davis Dennis Denby Deanna Druggan June Edelman Gerta Ezinga Betty Farber Eileen Funk Les Goddard Mike Hardisty Harvey Harrison Cheryl Hearn Jim Hebden Ingrid Helfrich Val Hitchens Ray Holmes Doug Johnson Bonnie Jones Sharon Kika Marcus Lane Cathy Madsen Carol McNeil Bill Mewhort Heather Mewhort Terry Munson Bruce Nelson Carol Neufeld Audrey Nielsen Wendy Nielsen Wayne Norton Gerry Olund Gordon Osterloch June Riley Jim Robillard-Smeaton Penny Sharpe Sheri Sheppard Jessie Toews Evelyn Vipond-Schmidt 74 Gold Trail Philip Baldwin Roger Bennett Donald Dickinson David Hunter Diane Moldenhauer Daniel Strachan 78 Fraser-Cascade Richard Brett Theresia Keller Noela Kerr Michelle LaBossiere Barry Mansfield Myrna Schebel Donald Young 79 Cowichan Valley David Achurch Maureen Alexander Al Armand Lynn Balding Dave Barber Dave Boeckner Ann Brown Donna Buchholz Ken Buchholz Frances Campbell William Campbell Linda Cook Anne Cutler Frank Glassen Diana Gunderson Geoff Hargreaves Glenn Harvey Ross Kearney Marie Kerrone Lorraine Lloyd Des McCambridge Kathleen Petersen David Pollock Heather Posey Paul Reynolds Stephanie Reynolds Sylvia Richardson Richard Sweet Janet Voros Katherine Wiebe Cliff Wood Shirley Wray 81 Fort Nelson Gail Parker 82 Coast Mountains Marlene Bahry Normal Bell Edward Harrison Clayton Lloyd-Jones Linda Merrick Brian Procter Mary Sheridan Charlene Walker Johanna Weismiller 83 Shuswap Ron Brinnen Robin Burgess Jim Casselman John Coffey Monty Feazel David Hadley Pat Hutchins Lorna Jensen Pamela Jones Garry Landers Richard Lonsdale Shirra Main Kurt Mueller Grant Russell Marie Schimpl Carolyn Treleaven Diana Wright 84 Vancouver Is. West Dirk Zand Barb McCowan-Jackson Julia Davies 85 Vancouver Is. North Gene Balan James Guenther Fred Handley Allan Martin Marilyn Walmsley 91 Nechako Lakes Dorothy Giuliani Malcolm Hurd Jennifer Lock Sidney Palmer Ken Ponsford Therese Wymer 93 Francophone Alban Boyer France Felder Micheline Lazure Gene Balan James Guenther Fred Handley Allan Martin Marilyn Walmsley Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141006,0.gravatar.com,http://0.gravatar.com/avatar/a807f05b685ee7d542ccf884fe2a5eff?s=32&d=http%3A%2F%2F0.gravatar.com%2Favatar%2Fad516503a11cd5ca435acc9bb6523536%3Fs%3D32&r=G,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media last tweet "" @ - 12:00am Follow @ last post "" facebook/ - Jan 1st Like Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=17374&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 4, January/February 2009  Book review: The Secret of the Dance Reviewed by John Boan-Mitchell During the week Prime Minister Stephen Harper delivered Canada’s apology to its First Nations survivors of the Indian residential school system, I shared with elementary students, the book—The Secret of the Dance by Andrea Spalding and Alfred Scow. The students were introduced to Watl’Kina, an eight-year-old boy, who in 1935, along with his family “…defied the government.” Students, as young as 6 and as old as 12, were able to quickly identify with Watl’Kina and his family as they leave their winter homes and go off to a remote summer village to perform a Potlatch ceremony—a ceremony that had been illegal in Canada since 1885. The collaboration by the authors, Andrea Spalding and Alfred Scow, has produced a very powerful book that sensitively portrays one aspect of Canada’s treatment of its Native People without relying on shock value. The book is described as a fictional account of the childhood events of retired Judge Alfred Scow, a member of the Kwakwa’ka’wakw First Nation. Perhaps, it’s due to the learnedness of Judge Scow that the book does not resort to excessiveness to convey the plight of Watl’Kina and his people. In addition, as one would expect from a book from Andrea Spalding, careful attention to dialogue and description contributes to the effectiveness of delivery of the message. The book worked well on so many levels with different age groups. In the beginning of the book, the Indian agent declares, “ Dancing is against the law.” For the primary students, the book provided an opportunity to discuss persecution and a people’s determination in their defiance to unjust laws. For the older elementary students, the book served as an introduction to a group discussion about the apology by Canada to its Aboriginal people. With the older students, I did have a couple of students report that they had grandparents who had gone to a residential school. Which is not surprising, as I later learned that British Columbia has the highest concentration of residential school survivors in all of Canada. Darlene Tait, a Coast Salish artist, uses black and white contrasted dynamically with colour in the beginning of the story to portray the repression, but resilience of the First Nations people. The book ends as Watl’Kina as an old man, in current times, portrayed in vibrant colours, stands in the foreground of Native dancers welcoming guests and dignitaries to Canada. Watl’Kina reflects, “Life makes strange circles.” John Boan-Mitchell is vice-president of the Cowichan District Teachers’ Association.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=10438&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 19, Number 4, January/February 2007 President's message The weekend before we all left for our much-needed winter break, I flew to Mexico City to participate in an international initiative to provide some support to our teaching colleagues in the province of Oaxaca, Mexico. You may have read newspaper articles citing the provocative actions of the province’s governor—actions that have led to many deaths, including the loss of some teachers. All this was prompted by a teacher strike that quickly gained popular momentum and public support. Before long, the broadened teacher strike gave rise to widespread dissent with the actions of the governor, whose very election was challenged as fraudulent. I travelled to Mexico with leaders from Quebec and several Central and South American teacher unions. Our express purpose was to draw public attention to what was going on in Oaxaca and to attempt to convince the Mexican government that it should stop aiding the provincial police in their attacks on teachers and other protestors. When we subsequently travelled to Oaxaca we found the entire province in a state of utter quiet and fear. Another purpose of our visit was to let the federal government know that Mexico is gaining an international "black eye" through the actions of its Oaxaca governor. If there is no resolution to the repression in Oaxaca, I and other Canadian delegates to the Tri-annual Congress of Education International in Berlin this July, intend to take a resolution forward condemning the Mexican government for its inaction. Education International represents 29 million teachers worldwide. Interestingly, these same Oaxaca teachers supported us in October of 2005 when we were out on our "illegal" job action for two weeks. They demonstrated at the Canadian consulate trying to pressure our government to address the needs we had identified in our strike. Local, provincial, national, and international solidarity is a key component of teacher unionism. For more information on Oaxaca, see my article on page 10 of this issue. Jinny Sims)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=27131&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 24, Number 7, May/June 2012 UK teachers take on the government By Anne Guthrie Warman In late March of this year I visited England where I lived and worked for 16 years and immersed myself briefly in the issues and challenges faced by British teachers under the current coalition government lead by Conservative David Cameron. Most of the cabinet members in this government are old Etonians (the name given to graduates of the most exclusive and expensive private school in the English-speaking world—Eton (the school that both Princes William and Harry attended). Therefore most of this government have never set foot in a state school and are personal millionaires. Unsurprisingly then one of the first acts of this coalition (Conservative and Liberal Democrats) was to cut the top tax rate from 50 to 45% with a view to bringing it down to 40%. (Very similar to the first thing our own governing liberals did when Gordon Campbell was first elected.) Teachers in England are facing very similar attacks particularly on salary, pension, and conditions of service to those we in BC are currently experiencing. For British teachers, 2012 will be remembered for a race to the bottom in pensions and pay and conditions of service for teachers. Currently the move is to have teachers work far longer before they can collect their full pension. The National Union of Teachers is suggesting that it could be as late as age 68 or 69. Additionally, like us, they have had a wage freeze and the unions are fighting that as well. One significant difference from BC is that teachers in the UK do not need to belong to a union to teach. The two largest unions, the National Union of Teachers (NUT) and the National Association of School Masters and the Union of Women Teachers (NASUWT) represent about 500,000 teachers. Teachers in the UK also face a huge, unrealistic, and punitive accountability agenda. Some readers may be familiar with the dreaded Ofsted, the top heavy and intrusive national Inspectorate who come in to schools on a three-year cycle (they review 20,000 schools each year) and is viewed by teachers in NUT and NASUWT as consistently denigrating teachers and schools causing fear and demoralization among teachers and heads alike. (Sadly, one of the architects of this so-called educational reform was our own Michael Fullan, Emeritus Professor of Education at Ontario Institute for Studies in Education.) A few years ago when I visited England, I was struck by a headline that said that two head teachers of schools in inner-city areas in Liverpool and Birmingham had committed suicide after a poor Ofsted report. The other major government initiative is to turn schools into so-called academies. Academies can be secondary or primary schools, but the primary option was only added by the current government and so far there are not a large number. The earliest academies were “failing” schools (i.e., poor Ofsted assessments, poor performance as measured by national tests, and exam scores) and established, often with additional and welcome funding for new buildings and equipment. Under the coalition government, successful schools are being offered/pressured into becoming academies. The problem here is that academy schools have the freedom to set their own admission criteria and thus introduce selection by the back door. It’s a very different picture from the academies replacing failing schools in deprived areas. Primary schools are now being “encouraged” to take up academy status. The rhetoric is wonderful doublethink: local authorities interfere too much in education (but they were forced to implement central government policy with regard to curriculum, etc.). So let’s free schools from the dead hand of the local authority (read local school boards) and run them directly from Whitehall. That cuts out anyone with local knowledge of demographics, buildings, etc. Free Schools are much more a gimmick than a serious new kind of school and are a further weakening of the local education authority. The Tories claim that state education is inadequate and fails able but poor children. The idea is that parents and other local interest groups can set up schools and run them much better than the state system. The threat is to an appropriately balanced intake in local schools. A socio-economic analysis would argue that Free Schools allow aspiring middle-class parents (or other interest groups) to open their “own” schools and run them in their own neighbourhoods in their own way—and enjoy state funding where otherwise they might have gone private and had to pay. They will be outside LEAs and receive start-up funds as well as recurrent funding. This sounds very much like the charter school movement so beloved of neo-liberal governments here in North America. The big question relating to academies and free schools are first how “free” or “independent of the state” will they be after the initial start-up period? Once the LEA has disappeared, schools will be dependent for funds on central government (perhaps the plan all along) and therefore subject to whim and fashion, not to mention inconsistent and inequitable funding. Michael Gove, the minister of state for education, called teachers and their unions who raise questions about the wisdom of this unseemly rush to the creation of these academies and free schools “enemies of promise and people who are happy with failure.” This rhetoric starts to sound very familiar to us. Both large unions had their National Conferences (AGMs) while I was in London. Both voted on a series of rotating strikes between now and the end of the year and into the fall. Teachers intend to bar inspectors from their classrooms and/or refuse to teach when the Ofsted inspectors turn up. Teachers would also fail to provide exam marks—the results of which like our FSAs and Grade 10–12 high stakes exams are used to make judgments about schools in league tables. In another jaw-dropping story in one of the English papers it also suggested that students were being recruited by management to “spy” on teachers. The General Secretary of the NUT reported that in some schools students are taken out of classes to be given a kind of informal Ofsted training to report on their teachers. This includes forms with tick boxes for these young putative inspectors to judge the teacher on things like engagement, fairness, etc., and includes the hoary old device of a star and a wish. The accountability agenda also extends to reading tests for five-year-olds in what is called Year 1 (our Kindergarten). These children will be required to read 40 words to check their understanding of the “phonics system” and odder still they would read 20 words and then 20 nonsense words like koob and zort. One delegate to the NUT conference said, “…it is a true reflection of the testing culture we are in that we are now testing nonsense.” This ideological bid for universal synthetic phonics is an idea, as we know, that has been rejected in many progressive educational jurisdictions. During the first week I was in England, the NUT called for a walkout of inner- and outer-London teachers. I joined in this march to Westminster (with my clumsily handmade BCTF sign) where a lively and noisy rally was held outside the Houses of Parliament and a letter was delivered to Prime Minister Cameron and Minister Gove. Because as I’ve stated, not every teacher in the UK belongs to a union, (in any given school anywhere in the country, there could be teachers who were members of the NUT or the NASUWT or another union and teachers who were not in any union), this tends to make cohesive and coherent action somewhat challenging. However, it seemed to me this time that what I saw was an unprecedented level of frustration and anger at what is happening to the British education system and with it, a level of co-operation and cohesion among the unions and all teachers around what actions to take to counter these attacks. Also, teachers in the UK are not bound by any essential service order so they are freer to take action as they deem fit. Some of those, as I have noted, are rotating walk-outs, non-co-operation with the Inspectorate, refusal to cover for colleagues in prep time, refusal to attend meetings or activities outside of instructional hours, no lunchtime supervision, no invigilation of exams and other actions as “deemed appropriate.” The intention of the two big unions is to take these actions into the fall and to counter government cuts with a nimble and fluid action plan. We will watch these developments with interest. Anne Guthrie Warman, BCTF Field Service Division)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=20988,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > April 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 6, April 2010  Celebrating our successes By Gloria Cole Gila’kasla/greetings My traditional names are Gaaxstalas and Wedlidi. My ancestry is Scottish, Tlingit, Kwakiutl, and Haxwamis. I am a member of the Tlowitsis First Nation. I am privileged and honoured to be a teacher teaching on call (TTOC) in SD 85 (Vancouver Island North). I am also known as Gloria Cole. In the classroom I am addressed as Ms. Cole, Mrs. Cole, and yes, even “Auntie.” I have been involved in the BCTF for about 10 years. My most recent appointments have been to the Internal Mediation and Aboriginal Education Advisory Committees, for three-year terms. I certainly look forward to the learning journey with both committees. In spite of certain “myths” that some Aboriginal teachers receive their Bachelor of Education degrees from a Cracker Jack box, or from watered-down programs, I am a very proud graduate of the Native Indian Teacher Education Program (NITEP) at UBC. I have also earned my Masters of Education from SFU, and am currently a doctoral student at UBC. I feel very privileged to be attending university and continue my life-long-learning journey. My passion is witnessing the transformation of Aboriginal education. Although we have a lot of work to do, and the journey is slow and challenging we are breaking down some of the barriers that have prevented our success. We do this work because it is important to reflect the history and cultures of Aboriginal people. We need to be teaching this history and cultures in our classrooms. Aboriginal people have made positive contributions to this country called Canada and also to the World. Our learners need to see that, we as Aboriginal people, have made those positive contributions. I would like to see more of my colleagues infusing Aboriginal content into their lessons. This infusion should not just happen in Grade 4 but throughout all grades from K–12 and in all subject areas. It must go beyond the aesthetics of “dreamcatchers, button blankets and totem poles.” There are so many resources available now to infuse Aboriginal content. I encourage my colleagues to contact the Aboriginal department in their school district to seek out support from that department. We can all work together toward making our classrooms a place where not just Aboriginal learners, but all learners have that sense of belonging. I want to be a teacher who has made a difference in the lives of her students. Our children/learners are our teachers too and I learn from them…especially “patience.” I raise my hands in thanks and respect to the learners and teachers. Gloria Cole Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9122,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 19, Number 1, September 2006 President's message What a school year! Over the last 12 months teachers of this province voted to stand up to the state to defend our rights, our students’ learning conditions, and fair and reasonable salary increases. The support we received from parents, our communities, and from working people was tremendous. Teachers across Canada and around the world supported our historic stand. We continued to pursue our goals through the bargaining process and every other venue we could find. We are now proud members of the BC Federation of Labour and the Canadian Labour Congress. These affiliations will provide us with the opportunities to tackle major issues for workers’ rights everywhere, and will ensure the support of labour in our continuing struggle for our students’ right to a quality public education. On June 30 we signed an agreement-in-committee and this September we ratified a negotiated settlement. What a feat! Did we achieve all of our goals? Absolutely not. Did we make significant progress? Absolutely, yes! We exercised our rights and we forced this government to acknowledge that student learning conditions need to be addressed. Bill 33 is a baby step in the right direction, and the settlement begins to address the economic welfare of our teachers. All of our gains are due to the passion, courage, and commitment of our members. When we take a collective stand, we make gains. Over the last 12 months BCTF members determined our actions in six provincial votes. Together we exercised our rights and took a stand. You are my heroes, and I have never been more proud to be a teacher. What a year! Jinny Sims Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?fid=87594&printPage=true,BCTF 2014 News Release Archives   Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2014 Archives BCTF 2014 News Release Archives BC teachers ratify agreement, end strike, September 18, 2014, 9/18/2014 10:28:14 PM BC teachers reach tentative agreement, Sept. 16, 2014, 9/16/2014 5:17:54 PM Below is the text of BCTF president Jim Iker’s announcement of the vote on binding arbitration, September 10, 2014, 9/10/2014 9:51:23 PM BCTF calls for binding arbitration to end strike, get kids back to school, September 5, 2014, 9/5/2014 10:23:58 AM Jim Iker on An achievable framework for settlement, September 3, 2014, 9/3/2014 5:02:44 PM Statement from BCTF President Jim Iker on media blackout, August 21, 2014, 8/21/2014 3:17:09 PM Joint statement on bargaining between the BCTF and BCPSEA, August 14, 2014, 8/14/2014 2:25:07 PM Statement from BCTF President Jim Iker, 7/2/2014 1:52:07 PM Teachers’ strike will continue into summer school if fair settlement not reached by June 30, 6/25/2014 11:33:50 AM BC teachers call for mediation, June 19, 2014, 6/19/2014 10:06:11 AM BCTF gives notice to escalate to full-scale strike on June 17, 6/12/2014 7:50:46 AM BC teachers vote overwhelmingly in favour of strike escalation, if needed, 6/11/2014 8:35:49 AM Rotating strike information and schedule, June 10-13, 6/5/2014 4:07:52 PM Teachers to take a vote to escalate up to full-scale strike, June 4, 2014, 6/4/2014 5:37:11 PM With no funding commitment yet from BC government, BC teachers to continue rotating strikes, 5/28/2014 5:45:03 PM Christy Clark lockout impacts grads, exams, and more, 5/22/2014 11:46:44 AM BC Teachers to begin rotating strikes on Monday, May 26, 2014, 5/20/2014 11:39:56 AM Reinvestment in K–12 is vital to success of trades training, 4/29/2014 3:30:47 PM BCTF President Jim Iker’s statement on recess cancellations, April 23, 2014, 4/23/2014 1:38:22 PM BC teachers will issue 72-hour strike notice for low-level Stage 1 action, April 17, 2014, 4/17/2014 2:07:00 PM Teachers re-elect leadership team, affirm bargaining strategy, March 18, 2014, 3/18/2014 1:45:38 PM Teachers tackle funding, bargaining, and more at AGM, 3/14/2014 4:11:57 PM BC teachers vote overwhelmingly in favour of job action, March 6, 2014, 3/6/2014 9:38:55 PM Facing unreasonable government, teachers call strike vote, 2/25/2014 10:36:07 AM Budget 2014: Empty promises and more instability for public education, February 18, 2014, 2/18/2014 2:32:01 PM Generation of BC students short-changed by government, 1/27/2014 3:22:56 PM Teachers win restoration of class-size and composition provisions, $2 million in damages, 1/27/2014 3:12:14 PM Class composition in BC worse than ever, 1/8/2014 10:48:43 AM)
(20141008,thetyee.ca,http://thetyee.ca/Opinion/2014/09/30/Flaws-in-FIPA/,Six Steps to Protect Canadians from Flaws in China Trade Deal | The Tyee About Advertise Follow Support RSS Topic Aboriginal Affairs BC Election 2013 BC Politics Education Energy Environment Federal Politics Film Food Gender + Sexuality Health Housing Labour + Industry Local Economy Media Municipal Politics Music Photo Essays Podcasts Politics Rights + Justice Science + Tech Transportation Travel Urban Planning + Architecture News Culture Opinion National MediaCheck Solutions Join Craving crack civic election coverage? Help fund it... Opinion Six Steps to Protect Canadians from Flaws in China Trade Deal FIPA can't be revoked, but citizens deserve its effects be independently tracked and reported. By Gus Van Harten, 30 Sep 2014, TheTyee.ca   Tweet Trade treaty expert Van Harten lays out ways FIPA governments can 'disclose, monitor, and limit the harm done by this treaty.' Image: Shutterstock. China Deal Trumps Province, First Nations on Energy Projects: Treaty Expert FIPPA carries big labour and regulatory implications for LNG development. With FIPA, Harper Shows There's More than One Way to Skin a Constitution Why else would he sign such a crappy deal? Taking apart Tories' Party Line on China-Canada Treaty A Conservative MP's letter attempting to soothe citizens worried about FIPA is misleading says expert Gus Van Harten, who breaks it down item by item. Read more: Politics, Labour + Industry, The Harper Cabinet quietly ratified the Canada-China FIPA on the afternoon of Friday, Sept. 12, 2014. Lately I have received messages from people asking if the FIPA can still be stopped and what else might be done to limits its potential harm. Sadly, there is no longer anything that any legislature, government, or court in Canada can do to avoid the FIPA taking effect on Oct. 1, 2014. The time for action was two years ago when the FIPA was made public. Many thousands of Canadians responded to this need at that time and since. Yet our institutions -- especially the federal government -- evidently did not. In particular, it is remarkable that no thorough and public study of the FIPA was done by the federal government before the treaty's ratification. As a result, there was no basis for a serious and well informed public evaluation of the treaty. If the decision to ratify was a mistake -- for example, because it may commit Canada to a dependent status as supplier of raw and unprocessed resources for the Chinese economy or because it does not ensure a level playing field between Canadian and Chinese companies -- the consequences of that mistake will now be unavoidable by Canada for decades. Incidentally, due to the efforts of the Hupacasath First Nation and those who supported and funded their legal challenge to the FIPA, a review of the treaty by a Federal Court judge did take place. Yet the judge who took the case, at the urging of the federal government, focused narrowly on the FIPA's implications for the Hupacasath alone, and not for any other First Nation let alone Canadians as a whole. Also, again at the government's urging, the judge adopted an exacting standard of proof in his scrutiny of the Hupacasath's anticipatory claims about impacts of the FIPA (the claims were of course necessarily anticipatory because the FIPA's impacts will come only in the future and over decades). In turn, it was easy for the judge to accept the government's argument that concerns about the FIPA, again for the Hupacasath only, were too speculative to require consultation with those affected before the FIPA could be ratified. The Hupacasath appealed this decision but the appeal was made largely moot when the federal government ratified the FIPA while the appeal was pending. Readers can judge for themselves whether this timing of ratification was a respectful response to the ongoing legal process to determine aspects of the FIPA's constitutionality. The important point here is that the Hupacasath legal action could have led to a broad and thorough review of the FIPA to inform the public and support a more careful decision on whether to ratify. However, the federal government urged, and a Federal Court judge accepted, that the review should instead be very narrow. Beyond this legal challenge by the Hupacasath, the only detailed public study of the FIPA, which focused on its unique or non-reciprocal terms, was by me. And I am the first to admit that it is a pathetic state of affairs when a lone academic supplies the only detailed public analysis of the text of a treaty that will have important and long-lasting implications for Canada in our economic relationship with one of the world's most powerful countries. In any event, my own study is forthcoming in the Canadian Yearbook of International Law and a near-final draft was made public and shared with members of the federal Cabinet in May 2014. For the record: the offices of federal Ministers James Moore, Jason Kenney, John Baird, Tony Clement, Lisa Raitt (my MP in Burlington, Ontario), Leona Aglukkaq, Bernard Valcourt, and Ed Fast were all given a copy of the study last May. None replied. As I thought when I sent them the study: at least they will not be able to say that no one ever told them in detail, before ratification of the FIPA, how its terms favour China and how they differ from Canada's other FIPAs. What can and should be done now Whatever the background, it is now clear that the efforts of many of us to ensure closer study and informed public evaluation of the FIPA before its ratification were in vain. Now the question is what might be done to limit its potential harm? I suggest that future governments could be asked to take various steps. 1. The federal government could in future commit to renegotiate the FIPA to address its non-reciprocal elements and unique concessions to China. Barring agreement from China, the government could give notice to terminate the FIPA at the earliest opportunity. The earliest date that Canada can terminate the FIPA, according to its terms, is Oct. 1, 2030. If the FIPA is terminated at that time, it will continue to apply to existing Chinese investments until 2045. In light of this, the option of termination provides no relief in the foreseeable future. 2. Critically, then, Canadians need an institutionalized way to learn how this FIPA is affecting governments, legislatures, and courts at all levels in Canada. Unfortunately, the China FIPA is uniquely secretive because of the international legal right it gives the federal government to keep lawsuits by Chinese investors against Canada confidential until an award has been issued. This means that the government can settle a controversial lawsuit by changing its decisions, or paying out public money, without public knowledge. The Harper government has said that it will disclose lawsuits by Chinese investors against Canada on a website, as it has done for several dozen investor-state lawsuits by U.S. investors under NAFTA. Yet there are problems with the credibility of this commitment. • First, no other trade or investment treaty concluded by Canada provides that the federal government can keep these pre-award documents confidential. For many years, Canada was a leader in the international push for openness in investor-state arbitration. Why the change in this FIPA? If the Chinese government insisted on secrecy in lawsuits against China, why did the federal government not include a requirement that lawsuits against Canada be made public? The FIPA is non-reciprocal in ways that disadvantage Canada. It could have been made non-reciprocal in its provision for openness in investor-state arbitration to ensure at least that Canadians would be informed of Chinese investor lawsuits against Canada. • What happens if a government faces a lawsuit by a Chinese investor that would be controversial if made public? Can we trust that all governments over the 31-year minimum lifespan of the treaty will not succumb to the temptation to keep the lawsuit secret? The federal government cannot commit future governments to a policy of openness in investor-state arbitrations under the FIPA, other than by binding Canada to that commitment in the FIPA itself. It did not do so. • China is clearly less committed to openness in investor-state arbitration than Canada's NAFTA partners. It seems reasonable to expect that the Chinese government may in some cases want to pressure Canada to block publication of information about a lawsuit under the FIPA. The very fact that the federal government agreed to conclude a FIPA that is non-reciprocal in important respects indicates that the government might also accede to demands by China in the FIPA's implementation. • Chinese investor lawsuits against Canada are of interest to Canadians because they may cause our governments to change decisions under pressure from China or Chinese investors. They may also lead to very large pay-outs of public money to Chinese companies in settlements behind the scenes. This makes it essential that the lawsuits be public so that Canadians can evaluate the costs and benefits of the treaty. • Canadian investor lawsuits against China are also of interest to Canadians. Yet, under the treaty, China has full discretion to withhold information about such lawsuits and the treaty appears to bar Canada from releasing any pre-award documents it obtains about such lawsuits. This is not in the interest of Canadians or Canadian investors seeking to evaluate business conditions and political risk in China. • Despite the federal government's claims, its disclosure of documents in U.S. investor lawsuits against Canada under NAFTA has not been as timely and fulsome as would be the case in a Canadian court process. Also, the details of settlements of NAFTA lawsuits that appear to have involved payments of compensation by a provincial government to U.S. investors are murky; in my experience, the federal government and affected provincial governments have been unwilling to confirm whether provincial funds were paid to settle specific NAFTA lawsuits. If governments are not forthcoming with such information when sued by U.S. investors under NAFTA, why would we expect them to disclose it under the China FIPA? • Ultimately, the federal government's commitment to release information about investor-state lawsuits under any treaties that provide for investor-state arbitration should be made part of a law that clearly binds the government. It is unacceptable that governments in Canada, without public knowledge, may change decisions about proposed legislation or regulations, or pay out public money to foreign companies, due to lawsuits or threats of lawsuits by foreign investors. 3. For these reasons, the federal government and provincial governments should introduce legislation to require officials to make public any information they obtain about the use of the FIPA (or Canada's other treaties that allow for investor-state arbitration) by foreign investors and by officials themselves in order to allow the public to know when and why the treaty has been invoked. This is essential for the public to be able to evaluate government responses to their exceptionally powerful obligations under the FIPA and similar treaties. 4. Under the China FIPA, a future government could also commit to rigorous Investment Canada Act reviews of proposed Chinese takeovers of Canadian companies in the face of increasing ownership and control of the resource sector by Chinese companies. The utility of the Investment Canada Act is limited in this respect by monetary thresholds and other conditions -- and the FIPA gives China broader rights to block Canadian investments than vice versa -- yet even so the Investment Canada Act can play an important role. 5. The exceptionally long lifespan and significance of the FIPA calls for careful and ongoing independent evaluation of its costs and benefits over the long term. For example, it is possible that concerns about the FIPA are overblown. Many of the FIPA's defenders have said this over the last two years, albeit without serious analysis to back up the claim. The next 16 years present an opportunity, indeed a necessity, to study the FIPA's impacts closely. Will Chinese investment help Canada to obtain value-added benefits from new resource development in Canada? Will the environmental impacts for Canada be managed appropriately? Will the rights and interests of Canadian workers, communities, and First Nations be respected? Will Canadian businesses suffer a competitive disadvantage due to the FIPA's non-reciprocal rights for Chinese investors in Canada and China? Will Canadian investors be protected from mistreatment in China despite the FIPA's allowance for all governments in China to keep their existing laws, rules, and practices that discriminate against Canadian companies? Monitoring and evaluation of the FIPA will need to be broad-ranging and, above all, public and independent. Perhaps an independent commission could be established to play this role for all of Canada's treaties that provide for investor-state arbitration as part of a broader review of Canada's national economic strategy. The commission would have to reflect genuinely a range of viewpoints. It must not be left to the usual crowd of promoters in and around the federal Department of Foreign Affairs and International Trade and in the investor-state legal industry. Given that the current federal government failed to do any public and independent review of the FIPA before it was ratified, we cannot expect the government to carry out a proper review now. From my perspective, the government appears more interested to deny the non-reciprocal and unique aspects of the FIPA and downplay the costs and risks of investor-state arbitration. With this in mind, Canadians deserve an explanation for why the federal government would agree to a non-reciprocal treaty with China that departs from Canada's past FIPAs in significant ways. Did China pressure the federal government to conclude the treaty by, for example, detaining Canadian nationals in China? What role did lobbyists in Canada play behind the scenes and who were they working for? What role was played by law firms that stand to benefit by representing Chinese investors in takeovers of Canadian companies and in lawsuits against Canada? More broadly, an independent review could examine the role of investor-state arbitration in all of Canada's trade agreements and other FIPAs. Investor-state arbitration is a controversial mechanism with important implications for democratic accountability and judicial independence and significant risks for public finances. Pending a review of these matters, the federal government should not conclude any more treaties that provide for investor-state arbitration. 6. Finally, I suggest that the federal government needs to develop a national economic strategy that prioritizes the interests for Canadian businesses, workers, and communities to benefit from value-added activities in resource extraction in Canada, while remaining open to trade and investment with China and other countries. The federal government has drifted far from this priority. Resource extraction and associated infrastructure in Canada should not go ahead where it will leave behind massive environmental damage in Canada or where the lion's share of the wages and profits will go to foreign workers or companies. These are ideas about how those of us concerned about the China FIPA could ask future governments to disclose, monitor, and limit the harm done by this treaty. None are satisfying when compared to the stark reality that the Harper Cabinet has locked in Canada to a non-reciprocal treaty for at least 31 years. Yet it is also not a reason to despair. Public scrutiny seems all the more important now as a safeguard against further concessions by the federal government to foreign companies in the brave new world of the FIPA and investor-state arbitration. Read more: Politics, Labour + Industry, Gus Van Harten is a law professor at Osgoode Hall Law School at York University. This coverage of Canadian national issues is made possible because of generous financial support from our Tyee Builders.   Tweet What have we missed? What do you think? We want to know. Comment below. Keep in mind: Do: Verify facts, debunk rumours Add context and background Spot typos and logical fallacies Highlight reporting blind spots Ignore trolls Treat all with respect and curiosity Connect with each other Do not: Use sexist, classist, racist or homophobic language Libel or defame Bully or troll Troll patrol. Instead, flag suspect activity. Please enable JavaScript to view the comments powered by Disqus. comments powered by Disqus LNG a chance, not a windfall, says BC throne speech Postmedia could soon own almost every English newspaper in Canada. What could possibly go wrong? VIEW: Voting for your principles is 'strategic voting' Petition opposes BC's 'potential muzzling' of non-profits More troubles for BC's big LNG plans Tirade at Tyee by immigration minister's top aide analyzed tweet by tweet Government slow to respond to FOIs? No need to tell Bob Mackin Converting ferries to LNG will save money, reduce fares: CEO See more » Tyee Video Picks Submitted by Tyee staff, Today Last chance to see 'The Vancouver Asahi' baseball story at VIFF. Where do these videos come from? From you. Suggest one here! Most Popular Can 'Cuisine' Make a Better School Lunch? Don't Give Postmedia More Local Monopolies What I Saw with a German Tour of the Oilsands Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign First Nations 'Front and Centre Now': Pierre Christy Clark's No Pro at LNG Poker For Kids, the Meal Is the Message How Much Do You Trust Canada's Wireless Giants? Most Emailed Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign For Kids, the Meal Is the Message Understanding Harper's Evangelical Mission Who'd Be a School Trustee in 2014? Why New Euro-Canada Treaty Is a Gift to Oil Firms BC Filmmaking Duo Passes the Acid Test We Must Heed Naomi Klein's Call China Deal Trumps Province, First Nations on Energy Projects: Treaty Expert Fired Researcher Who Killed Self Was Evaluating Drug Backed by Clark Climate Warriors Must Forge Stronger Alliances, Now Reported Elsewhere Postmedia could soon own almost every English newspaper in Canada (via DeSmog) Petronas CEO warns of 15-year delay to BC LNG project (via G&M) BC government apologizes for firing worker who later killed himself (via the Victoria Times-Colonist) From Tibet to Taiwan, China's outer regions watch Hong Kong protests intently (via the New York Times) It's a shame Jean-Claude Duvalier died a free man, says ex-UN prosecutor (via CBC News) Vancouver's cabbies take aim at Uber (via The Province) Keurig's coffee supremacy challenged by Canadian firm (via Yahoo! News) North and South Korea 'agree to talks' (via BBC News) See more » Your BC: The Tyee's Photo Pool Join The Tyee's Flickr group » View previous selections » Most Commented What I Saw with a German Tour of the Oil Sands (132 comments) Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign (76 comments) 'The Environment Is the Economy': MP Weston (106 comments) Fired Researcher Who Killed Self Was Evaluating Drug Backed by Clark (57 comments) Climate Warriors Must Forge Stronger Alliances, Now (53 comments) ISIS Threat: Let's Refuse to be Scared (79 comments) We Must Heed Naomi Klein's Call (309 comments) Christy Clark's No Pro at LNG Poker (38 comments) Six Steps to Protect Canadians from Flaws in China Trade Deal (128 comments) How Labour Unions Make Us Healthier (31 comments) About The Tyee National Pool Contributors Advertise Contact Funding Jobs Master Classes Privacy Policy Submissions Support The Tyee News Culture Opinion National Mediacheck Solutions Video Publications Tyee News Weekly Archives The Hook Other BC Blogs Reported Elsewhere Steve Burgess Murray Dobbin Michael Geist Crawford Kilian Rafe Mair Andrew Nikiforuk Shannon Rupp Bill Tieleman Dorothy Woodend Follow The Tyee Subscribe by email Subscribe by RSS Tyee Mobile App Managed Hosting by Gossamer Threads × Share article via email Send this article to: Your email address: Your message: Would you like to receive The Tyee's headlines free by email? Yes, every day. Yes, once a week. I already subscribe. No, thanks. Submit Show form again » Close)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/parents.aspx?id=3592,BCTF > Study tips  	For parents  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents Advocating for Public Education  Home & School Communication  Hot Topics  Learning Conditions  Presentations for Parents  Reading  Safety at School  Special Education  Supporting Your Child's Learning  For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > For Parents > Supporting Your Child's Learning Study Tips Plan your time to cover all the material you need to know rather than leaving it until the night before the test. Organize a place to work and have all the materials you will need together in one place. Plan some breaks from studying. Review your notes or textbook. Try the following strategy: Look over all the material. Flip through the pages, noting the headings, pictures, diagrams and any highlighted words. As you skim/scan the material, ask yourself what the main points of the chapter or sections are, and form questions about the material in your mind. For example, if the caption is Egyptian Law, mentally ask yourself: "What is Egyptian Law?" Do you see new vocabulary? Is the section full of dates or people's names? Then go through the material more carefully, with the questions in mind. Make notes to answer the questions you formed. Rephrase what you have read, putting it in to your own words. Quietly say the answers to your questions to yourself, or close your eyes and visualize the answers. Skim the material again, reviewing your questions and answers. Sometimes it is helpful to work with someone else, asking and answering questions. For some, this might be too confusing.  Preparing for a test Find out what kind of test you will be taking (i.e., is it multiple choice, fill in the blank, and/or open book). Find out as much detail as you can about what the test will cover. For example, will it be on the whole chapter on fractions, or just the addition and subtraction of fractions. Begin serious studying at least three days before the test. Make a plan for each day of study. Find and organize a quiet place to study. Use your notes to study. Refer to study notes above for reviewing material.   About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141007,www.redditblog.com,http://www.redditblog.com/2014/09/announcing-official-reddit-ama-app_2.html,blog.reddit -- what's new on reddit: Announcing the official reddit AMA app skip to main | skip to sidebar Tuesday, September 02, 2014 Announcing the official reddit AMA app Posted by Ellen at 08:48 | Labels: [AMA request] Melinda Gates/the Pope/Elon Musk, friends of Snoo, send photo It's been a long time coming, but we’ve finally launched an official reddit mobile app, and we built it ourselves this time. We’re pleased to announce the reddit AMA app on iOS. Edit: and Android. download the app AMAs started when redditors came up with questions for people that we would ask and videotape answers to, and the first person to collect questions was Jessica Livingstone for an interview of Caterina Fake in April 2006. The first AMA we recorded ourselves was of Adam Savage. Then AMAs started taking off on /r/askreddit, expanded into /r/iama and can now be found in various communities all over reddit.[1] AMAs get a lot of attention outside of reddit, and often you’ll see “Top 10 answers or moments to [insert name of celebrity or person]’s AMA.” While those recaps may be good for those who cannot follow AMAs as they happen live, there is so much more to AMAs that those brief excerpts cannot convey. One of the best parts of AMAs is experiencing the complete spectrum of questions and answers with full context. With this app, we want to share more about what reddit is all about, so people can find and enjoy a wider variety of AMAs as they are happening. Some of our favorite AMAs are by people who have had amazing experiences, like winning Jeopardy, rescuing Raju the elephant and driving solo across North America in a Tesla or living in a rainforest without electricity, running water or internet for seven years. We’ve had people do AMAs from outer space (astronaut Chris Hadfield) and in exile from the Ecuadorian Embassy (Julian Assange). Some of the most popular AMAs on reddit are by people who are doing everyday jobs and want to share their stories, like the flight attendant for a top airline, and the vacuum cleaner repair technician who even followed up. And we love curveballs like the guy who kicks people out of Alamo Drafthouse movie theaters for texting or talking. Some of the most enlightening AMAs are by people who have had traumatic experiences. Where else can you anonymously ask questions to someone mauled by a bear or someone wrongly jailed for 18 years? Or hear firsthand from a twin who was part of Mengele’s experiments during the Holocaust or someone who was on a hijacked flight? Sometimes your questions are better than the answers (sorry, Jose Canseco). Famous redditors like to ask questions, too, like Snoop challenging Madonna. Sometimes the answers are really unexpected, like the medical answers in a surprising NSFW AMA that challenged people’s conceptions. And you also feel reddit’s community spirit in AMAs. When a teen with leukemia fell asleep at the start of his AMA, others answered questions for him. People show their reddit gold love in AMAs; the AMA with the most gildings was Patrick J. Carney’s with 264 months of gold given. That’s even more than Bill Gates (170 gildings across two AMAs), though he has personally received the most gold from AMAs (65 in his first AMA, 13 in his second). We have noticed that many redditors like a tl;dr version of AMAs, and we’ve taken that to heart in our new app. A few good examples of redditor-created AMA tl;drs can be seen in /u/biinaryy’s summary of President Obama’s AMA and /r/tabled, a subreddit of summaries. It even has a collection of answers to the most popular AMA question. We appreciate all the guests who stop by to visit our community; some of our favorite celebrity AMAs include ones by Bill Murray, three-timer Gillian Anderson, Emmy Rossum, Monty Python, Uzo Aduba, four-timer Neil deGrasse Tyson, and Lil Jon. And we’ll never forget the late, great Robin Williams. Did we mention that this (and more!) is all in a mobile app? There are lots of other apps out there, and we want to encourage developers to build their own apps. We’re making it easier to work with reddit and have built out our OAuth API; some developers are already using it successfully. Ultimately we want people to have different ways to reddit. Ideally, when people learn about reddit, they should have an understanding of what it is, not just what others portray reddit to be. So we created this introductory app for people to enjoy some of the best of reddit. We beta-tested it and our Android app with our gold users and /r/IAMA mods, who gave really helpful feedback (and lots of love for the ability to find AMAs by categories--check it out). We’re working hard to release the Android version that’s in beta as soon as possible. Edit: We are now available on Android. In the iOS version, you’ll see that due to Apple guidelines, we hide NSFW content by default in the iPhone app, but don’t worry! If you log in and check “allow adult content” you can see all AMAs uncensored, including NSFW ones. We know we still have a lot of work to do, so please share your feedback, and we’ll keep trying. We’re also interested in what your friends think. If you have friends or family that aren’t on reddit, please ask them to check out the app and share their feedback. We’re listening. [1] For more background, here’s a good article on AMAs. discuss this post on reddit Newer Post Older Post Home the reddit blog Keep up with the latest development updates, community announcements, and general reddit tomfoolery. Blog Archive ▼  2014 (35) ►  October (1) ▼  September (5) Fundraising for reddit The battle for the internet is now. Hell, It's About Time – reddit now supports full-s... Every Man Is Responsible For His Own Soul Announcing the official reddit AMA app ►  August (7) ►  July (6) ►  June (2) ►  May (4) ►  April (2) ►  March (4) ►  February (2) ►  January (2) ►  2013 (47) ►  December (3) ►  November (4) ►  October (8) ►  September (7) ►  August (4) ►  July (3) ►  June (6) ►  May (3) ►  April (4) ►  March (1) ►  February (1) ►  January (3) ►  2012 (34) ►  December (5) ►  November (1) ►  October (1) ►  September (3) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (4) ►  May (2) ►  March (4) ►  February (2) ►  January (8) ►  2011 (59) ►  December (5) ►  November (2) ►  October (2) ►  September (8) ►  August (5) ►  July (8) ►  June (6) ►  May (3) ►  April (3) ►  March (9) ►  February (6) ►  January (2) ►  2010 (72) ►  December (3) ►  November (8) ►  October (7) ►  September (3) ►  August (8) ►  July (9) ►  June (4) ►  May (5) ►  April (5) ►  March (3) ►  February (4) ►  January (13) ►  2009 (178) ►  December (7) ►  November (12) ►  October (14) ►  September (14) ►  August (8) ►  July (14) ►  June (16) ►  May (16) ►  April (19) ►  March (15) ►  February (25) ►  January (18) ►  2008 (74) ►  December (16) ►  November (6) ►  October (7) ►  September (5) ►  August (6) ►  July (5) ►  June (5) ►  May (4) ►  April (8) ►  March (4) ►  February (4) ►  January (4) ►  2007 (46) ►  December (3) ►  November (3) ►  October (8) ►  September (3) ►  August (7) ►  July (3) ►  June (3) ►  May (3) ►  April (3) ►  March (7) ►  January (3) ►  2006 (37) ►  December (2) ►  August (1) ►  July (2) ►  June (2) ►  May (6) ►  April (1) ►  March (6) ►  February (8) ►  January (9) ►  2005 (20) ►  December (8) ►  November (8) ►  October (4)  )
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/AdvocacyAndAction.aspx?id=5988&printPage=true,BCTF > Going to Victoria - Teachers talk to MLAs, March 2006  	BCTF Action and Advocacy  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Advocacy and Action > Lobbying > Going to Victoria Going to Victoria – Teachers talk to MLAs March 6–30, 2006 Thank you very much to all the MLAs who met with teachers to discuss the issues and introduced teachers in the Legislature. Your time and attention was much appreciated. Select a name from the list below to read a report. Day 8: Marie Baldassi, Maple Ridge Stephanie Koropatnick, Vancouver Secondary Suzie Mah, Vancouver Elementary Kim Syer, West Vancouver Day 7: Mary-Leah Dezwart, Surrey Sandra Holmes, Kamloops Thompson Cecile McVittie, Kamloops Thompson David Romani, Coquitlam Day 6: Rebecca Blair, Creston Valley Frank Bonvino, Burnaby Cliff Schwartz, Central Okanagan Natasha Tattersall, Burnaby Day 5: Chiara Anselmo, Kamloops Thompson Marilyn Brown, Cynthia Lowry & Carol McNamee, Nanaimo Janice Neden, Kamloops Thompson Day 4: Frances Carlick, Vancouver Elementary Rick Ferguson, Nicola Valley Bill Gorkoff, Kootenay-Columbia Charley King, Coquitlam Day 3: Tara Ehrcke, Greater Victoria Charlene Hodgson, Peace River South Kendra Litke, Penticton Colin Sommerville, Langley Day 2: Arlene Ewing, North Vancouver Ieke Giese North, Vancouver Shawna MacKay, Langley Sylvia Zubke, Vancouver Day 1: Michelle Davies Central Okanagan Geoff Peters, Coquitlam Thierry Ponchet, Greater Victoria Henning von Krogh, Arrow Lakes)
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(20141003,www.facebook.com,https://www.facebook.com/SupportBCTeachers2014/photos/a.1442244106029922.1073741829.1438645646389768/1479329342321398/?_fb_noscript=1,Mobile Uploads - Support for BC Teachers | Facebook For a better experience on Facebook, enable JavaScript in your browser, or switch to our mobile site. Facebook logo Email or Phone Password Keep me logged in Forgot your password? Sign Up Mobile Uploads Back to Album · Support for BC Teachers's Photos · Support for BC Teachers's Page Previous · Next      CancelDone Cropping Drag the corners of the box above to crop your new profile photo. Saving your new profile picture Support for BC Teachers Parents, I visited my local school picket this morning, and I encourage you to do the same! I was impressed to find the teachers at Colquitz Middle School in Saanich (SD61) taking the initiative to clean up the overgrown boulevard. They were working hard! I had great conversations about what class size and composition mean in the classroom (one on one attention, or lack thereof, for our students) and about their hopes for a community garden and forest space in which students can learn about growing vegetables and environmental stewardship.Teachers, I support you and admire you so much! #holdtheline Album:Mobile Uploads Shared with:Public  Open Photo ViewerDownloadMake Profile PictureEmbed Post Mobile Find Friends Badges People Pages Places Games Locations About Create Ad Create Page Developers Careers Privacy Cookies Terms Help Facebook © 2014 · English (US))
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Touring a natural gas drilling rig with @MLA Mike Bernier, and Brian from EnCana http://t.co/AifdJ4H07b" @Teresa_Wat - 06:01pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=25464,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > March 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 5, March 2012   What is a fair deal? Myths and realities  By Tara Ehrcke   BC teachers are in contract negotiations asking for a fair deal. What do we mean by fair exactly? Teachers would like improvements in three areas: class size/composition, salary and benefits, and changes to the bargaining structure. For class size—we want only what was taken away in 2002. These discussions have been occuring directly with government. We want the government to go back to the class sizes in place at that time and restore the funding so boards can achieve this. At the provincial bargaining table proper, we are focusing on a few areas: For bargaining—we want to negotiate more items locally with our elected boards. This facilitates diversity, community involvement, and local programs and solutions. It is not a cost item and it is how teachers used to negotiate in the 1990s—very successfully. For salary and benefits—teachers want to “keep up” and “catch up.” What do we mean by that? We want to keep up with inflation, and we want to catch up with teachers in other provinces. Teachers in BC now rank 8th in salaries across Canada, despite the fact that our cost of living is one of the highest and that BC weathered the recession better than many other provinces. BC’s gross domestic product growth was 3% for 2010, and is projected at 2.7% for 2011 and 3% for 2012. Teachers have asked for cost-of-living increases of 3% in each year, plus a 3% market adjustment in each of years two and three. This would go some way to shrinking the gap between our wage rates and teachers in other provinces, and western Canada in particular. It would still leave us behind, however. Unfortunately, the government’s position has and continues to be “net zero.” The government claims that taxpayers cannot afford increases to public sector wages and that wages must remain flat because the government is running a deficit. Do these arguments make sense? Are they justified? Or should teachers receive a wage increase? Myth 1: Teachers should not get a wage increase because of the government deficit. Reality: There was no deficit when the Liberals took power in 2001. Through a series of income tax cuts and corporate tax cuts, the Liberals went from a surplus to a deficit. Yes, the recession of 2009 impacted government revenues—but not as much as tax cuts have. Moreover, the government has found plenty of money for spending when it feels the spending is a priority. There was money for the BC Place roof. There was money for the Olympics. There was money for smart meters. There seems to be plenty of money for the CEOs of crown corporations like BC Ferries and BC Rail. The fact is that the government is using the deficit that it created as an excuse to take money away from public services and the people who provide them. The money is there. It is a matter of priorities. It is simply unfair to make one group of workers pay for a deficit created by tax cuts to other people and corporations. Private sector workers are seeing increases. Other public sector workers are seeing increases. For example, Vancouver police negotiated 8.8% over 3 years. Why should municipal employees be treated any differently than other public employees? Moreover how is it fair to make middle income earners pay for tax cuts that disproportionately benefited the wealthy and corporations? It just isn’t. Myth 2: Net zero isn’t a pay cut, so it is fair. Reality: In September, when the new school year began, Canadian year-over-year inflation was at 3.2%. When teachers got their first paycheque of the year, they had 3.2% less buying power. This is what matters. This January, teachers, along with other workers, have increases to their CPP payments, their EI premiums, and their MSP premiums. Many contracts have automatic cost-of-living increases, but ours does not. Without any increase, teachers will fall behind. Myth 3: BC teachers already have high salaries. Reality: After five years of university training, BC teachers begin with a wage in the low $40,000s, if they are full time. Many teachers only get part-time work for the first three to five years of their career. It takes 10 years of full-time work to reach the maximum salary, which is about $75,000 for most teachers. BC teachers rank 8th in Canada compared to teachers in other provinces. A teacher in BC earns, on average, $20,000 less than a comparably experienced teacher in Alberta and $15,000 less than one in Ontario. Yet BC has the highest cost of living and the highest housing prices in the country. A recent report ranks Vancouver as the second most expensive housing market in the English-speaking world. Myth 4: The net-zero wage freeze is fair because it impacts all public sector workers. Reality: Only those workers covered by the Public Sector Employer’s Council are impacted, and that does not include all public sector workers. Firefighters are not under net zero. Police are not under net zero. Even school superintendents are not under net zero. Nurses are not under net zero because they negotiated in 2009, supposedly before the net-zero mandate was implemented, but certainly at the height of the recession. How is it fair that these workers can negotiate increases and other workers can’t? Here are some recent examples: BC Nurses (3% for 2009, 3% for 2010, and 3% for 2011) Treasury Board of Canada (PSA) (1.75% for 2011, 1.5% for 2012, 2% for 2013) CN Railway–Teamsters (2.4% for 2010, 3% for 2011, 3% for 2012) Kamloops Municipal Employees– CUPE (2% for 2011, 2% for 2012, 2% for 2013) Surrey Firefighters (3% for 2010, 2.5% for 2011) North Cowichan Municipal Employees–CUPE (2% for 2010, 2.5% for 2011, 2.5% for 2012, 3% for 2013) CN Railway–CAW (2.4% for 2011, 2.6% for 2012, 3% for 2013, 3% for 2014) Comox District Municipal Employees–CUPE (2% for 2010, 2% for 2011, 3% for 2012, 2% for 2013) Vancouver Police (2.95% for 2010, 2.95% for 2011, 1.25% for 2012, 1.3% for 2013) Quesnel Municipal Employees– CUPE (0% for 2010, 1.5% for 2011, 2%for 2012) BC Rapid Transit (3% for 2010) Canada Revenue Agency–PSA (1.5% for 2010, 1.5% for 2011) Courtenay Municipal Employees– CUPE (2% f0r 2011, 2% for 2012, 2.75% for 2013, 2.25% for 2014) BC Paramedics (3% for 2010) Revelstoke Municipal Employees (1.25% for 2010, 1.25% for 2011, 1.5% for 2012, 1.5% for 2013) Myth 5: Teachers are asking for too much Reality: Teachers want to keep up with inflation. Teachers want to catch up with their colleagues in other provinces. Teachers took four years of zero increases since 1998. Teachers traded salary for smaller class sizes and those class-size provisions were later eliminated. It is perfectly reasonable to ask for cost-of-living increases and wage adjustments to catch up with our Canadian colleagues. Myth 6: Teachers are asking for $2 billion. Reality: The true number is many times less—the BCTF’s estimate is $305 million for our revised package. BCPSEA (the employer) made many erroneous assumptions in order to come up with a hyper-inflated costing number. For example, they assumed every teacher would take extra sick days if they were available. However, we know from Statistics Canada that teachers take an average of 7.3 days per year, which is already considerably less than their entitlement, so increased entitlement would only be used by a small percentage of teachers who become very ill. The assumptions used by BCPSEA were unrealistic and result in highly inflated costing estimates. They are not justified and do not reflect the true cost of the proposals teachers have put forward. Reaching a fair deal  A fair deal is achieved in the usual course of bargaining through give and take on both sides. Each side starts with an opening “position” and then shifts and moves and counters in an effort to reach a settlement. But with a net- zero mandate, BCPSEA is unable to bargain. To date, the only proposals BCPSEA has made are actually concessions—proposals that would remove due process and job security rights from the collective agreement. They are unable to make a counter proposal on any matter that has a cost, improves workload, or enhances rights for teachers—all due to the mandate. Rather than the usual back and forth of negotiations, there has been only movement from the BCTF. Without any shift from BCPSEA, there is no way to reach a compromise and a settlement. A fair deal is attainable. It can be done within the current financial climate of moderate growth. But the next step needs to come from government. Government needs to revisit the mandate that it has imposed on BCPSEA and allow BCPSEA to bargain. Then, the bargaining can begin.  Tara Ehrcke, BCTF bargaining team member and president, Greater Victoria Teachersí Association.   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11052,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2002 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 14, Number 6, April 2002 Cuts threaten jobs, services, and public education by Lisa Noll As a second-year English and ESL teacher at Langley Secondary School, I am concerned that my job is at risk, I worry that my students may no longer receive the services they deserve, and I fear for the future of public education in our province. On a personal level, I am afraid that I may be about to lose everything I have worked so hard to achieve. A-year-and-a-half ago, when I was first hired at LSS, I was thrilled to have established a position for myself in a profession that I love and feel passionate about. I envisioned myself teaching at that school for many years to come. Suddenly, however, my sense of security has been shaken. At the age of 24, when I should be feeling excited and optimistic about my future in this profession, I feel discouraged and disillusioned. As devastating as it would be to lose my job, other options are open to me. I could teach abroad or return to university or enter a new career. I have a greater concern for the students I teach and care so much about. They will be the ones left in an education system that does not meet their needs. Insufficient funding from the province will inevitably lead to program cuts and increases in class size. That will mean fewer teachers. As a result, not only will students receive less individual help and attention, but also they will suffer the loss of young teachers like me—some good, bright, enthusiastic, and innovative, many of whom will never return to the teaching profession once let go. Senior teachers who remain in the system will likely be forced to adopt different teaching methods to offset their increased workload. If English classes become much larger than they are now, engaging students in the kinds of stimulating and interactive activities that I do today will be unmanageable. Instead, I will have to assign students more "seatwork." Straightforward comprehension questions that are simple and fast to mark will replace extended essays and creative projects I currently assign and spend endless hours evaluating. The changes in teaching style will not be the result of less interest or effort on my part but rather necessity for survival. With increases in class size and reductions in TA support, the teacher’s role will also change outside the classroom. Ironically, teachers will likely be less involved in extracurricular activities in years to come than they have been in years past, not because they do not want to volunteer their time or because they are trying to make a statement, but because they simply will not have the energy to chaperone dances, sponsor clubs, and coach teams. It will become increasingly difficult for full-time academic teachers like me to have the time to devote to "fun" activities that take place outside school hours. While I am concerned about my own job security and about the impact of Bill 27 and 28 on my students, what worries me most is the long-term negative effect that the imposed legislation and subsequent funding cuts will have on the quality of our education system in general. Initially, I was sparked into putting these thoughts on paper and expressing them at a local PAC meeting after watching a news broadcast announcing the projected 25.5-million-dollar budget shortfall in the Vancouver School District. I listened to the report with tears in my eyes, overcome by bleakness and despair. While the financial situation of the Vancouver district may be an extreme case, it represents the harsh reality that school boards throughout the province will face in coming years. In Langley, for example, next year’s budget shortfall is an estimated 7.1 million dollars. Regardless of the exact figures, all districts will likely have to lay off a significant number of teachers and support staff and cut important programs in order to cope. Moreover, the situation will worsen the year after next, when the province no longer funds our 2.5% salary increase. I am beginning to wonder if this government will soon consider shutting schools to cut costs further, as they have recently done with some courthouses and hospitals throughout the province. If we do not take a firm stand against these losses, we are paving the way to a ghettoized public education system. Public schools will ultimately become ghetto schools for the poor like those in many areas of the United States, and only the wealthy will be able to send their children to private schools where they will receive a proper education. This is an extremely disturbing thought and something that none of us, as socially responsible citizens, should tolerate. As educators, parents, and citizens of this province, we must ensure the future of our public education system. By simply going on as usual, as though nothing has changed, we are sending a message that we accept this deterioration in public education. It is in everyone’s best interest to ensure that all youth in British Columbia, regardless of class, receive a good education. As taxpayers, we must make it clearly known that we will tolerate nothing less. I know that it is difficult for some parents and members of the community to understand why some teachers are continuing to withdraw their extra-curricular volunteer services. Personally, however, I have difficulty understanding how many of my teaching colleagues can so easily go back to "business as usual." For me, the decision is a very simple one. I will continue to put 110% effort into my teaching and into helping my students succeed. I will still arrive at the school every morning at 7:15 a.m. and stay long after the last bell to plan interesting units and work with individual kids on their assignments. I will still foster positive relationships with my students by taking the time to ask them about their weekend and by laughing and joking with them when the occasion arises. I will still teach every class with a smile on my face although I feel sadness in my heart. But I will no longer sponsor the dance squad, as I used to, and I refuse to chaperone dances. Those extra-curricular activities are things that I truly enjoyed doing, and it is much harder for me not to do them than it would be to revert to the way things were before. This is, however, the only form of protest I have left. As long as my job, my students’ learning environment, and the future of public education in our province are at risk, I refuse to send the message that I accept what is happening in B.C. schools. If nothing is done now, it will be too late. It will be too late for teachers like me, who could very likely lose their jobs. Lisa Noll teaches at Langley Secondary School, Langley. In 2000, Noll was awarded the Dr. Maxwell A. Cameron Memorial Medal and prize by UBC and the BCTF for being the top graduating student in the Faculty of Education (secondary). Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9032,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2003 Special Issue Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, Special Issue, September 2003 Why us—Again? by Pat Clarke A straight-forward comparison of Bill 51 with legislation affecting the regulatory and certification bodies for other professions raises an obvious question. Teachers are the only professional group that will not elect a majority of college council members. Also, the procedures for filing complaints against teachers will be much more open to public abuse than those affecting any other professional group. So why us? Like its predecessor, governments that went under the name Social Credit, the 21st-century version of Socreds, the B.C. Liberal Party, really hates the B.C. Teachers’ Federation. The reason is quite simple. The BCTF is the most effective and vocal opposition the government faces. Those full-page ads you may have seen during the summer, placed by the provincial government applauding itself for such good work in public education, appeared for one reason. The BCTF and our partners have actually given the B.C. Liberals their biggest public-policy headache. Simply, the polls on how the government is performing on the public education front are all bad for them. The time-tested, although never successful, Socred/Liberal strategy in the face of such a challenge is to try to divide and silence the teachers’ organization—the BCTF. Bill 51 is only the most recent in a long chain of such tactics. In the late 1980s, when the previous college was set up, then-premier Bill Vander Zalm, offered teachers an option of forming "associations" or unions. He and his advisors had convinced themselves teachers would reject the BCTF push for union status and this clever ploy would see the end of that odious outfit. Teachers voted overwhelmingly to unionize with the BCTF as their union. A few years earlier, in 1983, the Socreds had passed legislation that effectively removed rights to free collective bargaining. The solidarity action of 1983 was a popular movement that tried to defend workers’ rights in B.C. The Minister of Education of the day, Jack Heinrich, suspected that teachers and the BCTF were the weak link in the opposition to the government’s actions. He threatened every teacher, by way of a personal letter, that they could lose their teaching certificates if they undertook any withdrawal of service as a protest. When the time came to protest in November of that year, over 80% of BCTF members withdrew services for three days. No one lost their certificate. Bill 51 is really just another attempt to hobble the BCTF—to pit member against member—to silence teachers—to make the BCTF less effective. It’s been tried before. It’s never worked. Even if the Socred/Liberals never seem to be able to grasp the historical lessons, we certainly have. And the lesson for us is pretty simple, Stand Together! Pat Clarke is director of the BCTF’s Professional and Social Issues Division. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=33054,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2014 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 26, Number 6, May/June 2014   President’s message  By Jim Iker   Job action is never easy. Every teacher cares deeply about their students. We work hard to keep the impact of collective bargaining away from the classroom, but sometimes we must take a stronger stand. We must act to make our students’ learning conditions, our working conditions, better. We must also act to defend our rights as professionals, union members, and citizens of British Columbia and Canada. It’s time for government to change course. For too long, they have tried to provoke us, bargain in bad faith, and use students as a wedge for political gain. Despite reasonable proposals and movement from the BCTF bargaining team, BCPSEA and government have stubbornly held on to unreasonable demands like a 10-year term, the restripping of class size, class composition, and staffing level provisions and other concessions. They haven’t moved on preparation time or salary in any significant way. If they want a deal, if they want labour peace, it’s time they showed good faith and backed off purely ideological demands. The government is going to have to bring resources and funding to the table. In this most recent budget, the government set aside hundreds of millions of dollars in future contingencies. They cannot cry poor. It’s time they chose to put that money into classrooms. If they can find $750 million to pay California Power and $600 million on a retractable roof that rarely retracts, they can improve class sizes and class composition. That was also the message I took to the BC School Trustees Association Annual General Meeting in April. I called on the 300 school trustees in the room to act—to speak out and advocate for our students. The cuts proposed in school districts, because of government underfunding, have gone too far. Christy Clark and Peter Fassbender must feel the heat or they will not change course. That’s why teachers, parents, and trustees need to work together to increase the pressure on this government. Colleagues, come September, it is important that we have smaller class sizes, class composition guarantees, minimum levels for specialist teachers, and a fair salary increase. Thank you for all your work that you do every day in our classrooms and our local offices, for your dedication to our students and public education. In unity, we need and we will get a fair deal for teachers that includes better support for our students.   Message du Président Négociations: le gouvernement doit changer de cap par Jim Iker  Les moyens de pression au travail ne sont jamais chose facile. Chaque enseignant se soucie profondément de ses élèves. Nous travaillons dur pour que la négociation collective ne se répercute pas dans la salle de classe, mais parfois nous devons prendre une position plus ferme. Nous devons agir pour améliorer les conditions d'apprentissage de nos élèves et nos conditions de travail. Nous devons aussi agir pour défendre nos droits en tant que professionnels, membres d’un syndicat, citoyens de la Colombie-Britannique et du Canada. Il est temps que le gouvernement change de cap. Depuis trop longtemps, il a essayé de nous provoquer, de négocier de mauvaise foi et d’utiliser les élèves, comme des pions, à des fins politiques. Malgré des propositions raisonnables et des gestes de l'équipe des négociations de la FECB, la BCPSEA et le gouvernement se sont obstinément crispés sur des exigences déraisonnables, comme un contrat d’une durée de 10 ans, comme, de nouveau, l’élimination des clauses sur la taille et la composition des classes, les dispositions au niveau de la dotation en personnel, ainsi que d’autres concessions. Ils n'ont pas bougé, de manière significative, sur le temps de préparation, ni le salaire. S'ils veulent un accord, s'ils veulent la paix sociale, il est temps qu’ils montrent de la bonne foi et qu’ils cessent leurs revendications purement idéologiques. Le gouvernement va devoir apporter des ressources et du financement à la table. Dans son dernier budget, le gouvernement a mis de côté des centaines de millions de dollars pour les cas d’évènements imprévus. Ils ne peuvent pas crier famine. Il est temps qu'ils choisissent de mettre cet argent dans les salles de classe. S'ils peuvent trouver 750 millions de dollars pour payer la Californie Power et 600 millions de dollars pour un toit rétractable qui, d’ailleurs, se rétracte rarement, ils peuvent améliorer la taille et la composition des classes. C'est aussi le message que j'ai transmis à l'Assemblée générale annuelle de la BC School Association en avril. J'ai lancé un appel à agir– en s'exprimant et en défendant nos élèves, aux 300 commissaires scolaires réunis dans la salle. Les réductions proposées dans les conseils scolaires, en raison du sous-financement du gouvernement, ont dépassé la mesure. Christy Clark et Peter Fassbender doivent sentir le roussi ou ils ne changeront pas de cap. C'est pourquoi les enseignants, les parents et les commissaires doivent travailler ensemble pour faire monter la pression sur le gouvernement. Chers collègues, en septembre, il sera important que nous ayons de plus petites classes, des garanties sur la composition de ces classes, des niveaux minimaux d’enseignants spécialisés et une augmentation salariale équitable. Merci pour tout le travail que vous effectuez chaque jour dans nos salles de classe et dans les bureaux des syndicats locaux, merci pour votre dévouement envers nos élèves et envers l'enseignement public. Ensemble, nous devons et nous allons obtenir un traitement équitable pour les enseignants, qui comprend aussi un meilleur soutien pour nos élèves.   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9134,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 19, Number 1, September 2006 Benefits of our new agreement by Irene Lanzinger The 2005–06 school year was definitely an eventful one for BC teachers—two strike votes, a two-week strike, court challenges, rulings and fines, ad campaigns, and lots of news coverage. It was a year that will go down in history. Teachers demonstrated an unprecedented degree of courage, strength, and unity as they defended rights that had been so sadly eroded over the past few years. The result of the actions of teachers—the Ready recommendations and the negotiated settlement in June—will bring significant gains for teachers over the next five years. Salary Ready allocated 2% of teachers’ salary, or $40 million, for salary harmonization. The cost of the salary increase negotiated in June is 16% of teachers’ salary; this represents the basic increases of 2.5% for the first four years, 2.0% for the fifth year, the amount needed for increases of 2.5 to 3.0% to the top of the grid in 2008, and the 2.0% salary indemnity allowance. The resulting 18% is a good estimate of the average increase to teachers’ salaries and allowances as a result of the work we did together in the past year, though actual amounts will vary. Many teachers will have increases of more than 18% because they will benefit from harmonization. Salary harmonization benefited districts that had lower salary scales. These lower salaries resulted from arbitration rulings in the 1980’s and differences in local bargaining between 1988 and 1993. The teachers who benefited least from harmonization were teachers paid at maximum salaries and teachers in isolated areas of the province who had higher salaries in order to be able to recruit and retain teachers. Both of these issues were addressed in the agreement negotiated in June. A further harmonization was negotiated in June that will have the impact of increasing the maximum positions on scales by 2.5% to 3.0%. The amount varies to provide a further degree of harmonization at the top of the scales. Increasing maximum positions on salary scales is important because the majority of teachers are on maximum and we spend the majority of our careers at that salary position. Also, our pensions are based on our salaries in our final years of teaching when we are on maximum salary. Harmonization diminishes the ability of remote areas to recruit teachers with higher salaries. The agreement negotiated in June addresses this concern. In 11 districts teachers will receive a $2,200 annual allowance. The 11 districts are: Central Coast, Haida Gwaii, Prince Rupert, Peace River South, Peace River North, Fort Nelson, Coast Mountain, Vancouver Island North, Stikine, Nechako Lakes, and Nisga’a. Also, in the salary increases to the top of scales in 2008 all of these districts will automatically get a 3.0% increase. The increase will not produce any further harmonization in those isolated districts. A fund of $3.5 million will allow the BCTF and BCPSEA to identify other areas of the province that need higher salaries to recruit and retain teachers. Several other benefits of harmonization apply to many teachers. Every district will now have a 5+ scale for teachers with work beyond their undergraduate degree and teaching qualification. Information will be available in September with regard to the process for application and placement onto the new scales. In addition, no salary scale in the province will be greater than 10 steps. The reduction of longer salary scales has resulted in significant increases for some teachers at mid-scale. The process by which teachers are paid will also improve. For the first time, all teachers in the province will be paid twice a month and all teachers will have access to an optional 12-month pay plan. Salary Indemnity Plan allowance In the past several rounds of bargaining, the BCTF has argued that we should be compensated for paying for our own long-term disability plan. Finally, the employer and government have agreed. Every year after all salary increases have been applied to grids, a 2.0% allowance will be calculated. This allowance will be paid monthly to teachers as part of their pay. It is both taxable and pensionable. BCTF members retain full control of the Salary Indemnity Plan. The bonus Teachers will receive a signing bonus of $4,000 per full-time equivalent, pro-rated for part-time teachers. The bonus is taxable but will not count for pension purposes and union dues will not be deducted. Other benefits and compensation issues The increasing cost of health benefits makes improvements to benefits plans one of the most difficult items to achieve at bargaining tables. The only significant improvement to the benefits plans negotiated is the removal of any lifetime limits on Extended Health Benefits. For teachers facing the prospect of exceeding the lifetime limit and no longer having access to EHB this represents an important improvement. Mileage rates will be adjusted from $0.47 to $0.50 per kilometer during the term of the agreement. Personal property rates will also be improved to $600 for damage to a vehicle and $150 for loss or damage to personally owned professional materials. Teachers will now have standard language that entitles them to leave for compassionate care to provide care and support for seriously ill relatives. Under the Employment Insurance Act teachers may also qualify for EI benefits for a portion of the leave. Pension plan At the bargaining table we raised the growing concern teachers have regarding the ability of the Inflation Adjustment Account of the Teachers’ Pension Plan to continue to provide protection for teachers’ pensions. The government agreed to pay $20 million into the IAA as part of this agreement. Preparation time The new agreement guarantees a minimum of 90 minutes of preparation time for elementary teachers. Perhaps most importantly, beginning in September of 2007 the preparation time is guaranteed to teachers every week of the year and cannot be averaged over the year. Employment equity for Aboriginal teachers The BCTF is committed to increasing the number of Aboriginal teachers in the province. To that end, we have consistently made proposals regarding an employment equity program for aboriginal teachers. This agreement contains a commitment on the part of the provincial parties to encourage and assist school boards and locals of the BCTF to institute measures that would help them attract and retain Aboriginal teachers. Portability of sick leave and seniority Teachers will finally see some benefit to belonging to a provincial bargaining unit. Teachers moving from one district to another will be able to bring up to 60 days of earned sick leave and up to 10 years of seniority from another district. The sick leave will be credited to them once they are hired into another district. Seniority will be credited when the teacher receives a continuing contract. This will provide teachers moving from one district with a greater level of security. Processes for the establishment of middle school and alternate school calendars The establishment of alternate calendars, such as four-day weeks or nine-day fortnights, has caused some difficulty between boards and locals with respect to how the altered calendars impact teachers’ salaries and working conditions. Similar issues arise when boards establish middle-school programs. The agreement established clear processes and timelines for the negotiation of changes to the collective agreement necessitated by the introduction of an alternate calendar or middle-school program. Updating local agreements The agreement also contains an important provision that will allow locals to update their collective agreements. Local bargaining followed by many years of dysfunctional provincial bargaining has resulted in agreements that contain many provisions that are out-dated or no longer relevant or functional. The BCTF and BCPSEA have agreed to allow locals to update these provisions without interference by the provincial parties. Hopefully this will allow locals and boards to print agreements that are clear, consistent, and relevant and allow teachers to refer to the agreement in order to fully understand their rights. The final analysis This round of bargaining brought some gains that are easily itemized and some that are more difficult to quantify, such as the activism of young members, the attention and respect of government, and an unexpected level of support from parents and the public. Bargaining is a complex process governed by some simple truths. No agreement is ever as good as the negotiators would like it to be. Every deal is about compromise on all sides. A union will make greater gains in the long term when the members are prepared to take risks, stick together, and use their collective strength. Teachers took that strong stand in October. We reminded the government and BCPSEA of our determination with our strong strike vote in June. While the deal is not perfect, the amazing courage and solidarity of teachers have enabled us to negotiate significant improvements that teachers will enjoy for years to come. Irene Lanzinger is the BCTF’s first vice-president and a member of the negotiating team. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=17394,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 4, January/February 2009  Organizing to win: From the bargaining table to the ballot box By Kip Wood Canadian author and activist Naomi Klein recently said, “We are seeing the failures of laissez-faire before our eyes. It’s time to say, your model failed. This is a progressive moment: it’s ours to lose.” The urgency felt by over 1,150 delegates at the 52nd annual BC Federation of Labour Convention (November 24–28, 2008) was what Klein was talking about. The economic crisis should be “an indictment of an ideology,” said Klein. Indeed the feeling that our society is at a turning point was what the BCFed convention was all about. Whether the discussion was about the safety of farm workers, the crisis in forestry, or the lack of childcare, the theme was the same. Our communities are the engines of our economy and we all have a role in being caretakers. The struggle to take back the vast “public commons” is what the labour movement is all about. As a member of the BCTF delegation for the fourth time in the past five years, I was proud to be part of the convention. The defining moment was when Stephen Harper’s “Economic Update” was announced to the convention. The proposed sale of public assets, cuts to public services, and rollback of collective bargaining rights were met with a chorus of dissent. Moments later, the possibility of a coalition government forming in Ottawa was received with a brief and passionate celebration. First anger, then applause! The lasting emotion, however, was “what now?” Naomi Klein summed it up: “This is a progressive moment.” At the convention, like our AGM and rep assemblies, there are too many resolutions. Unlike our meetings, the convention has a resolutions committee that sorts and prioritizes. Resolutions that are dealing with the same issue are often “composited” into a single resolution. No resolutions are amended on the floor. The format allows stories to be told at the microphones that reveal commonalities in experience. A profound sadness is shared by the delegates when stories of exploitation are heard over and over again. However, when you feel someone else’s pain, the result is unifying. Standing ovations are frequent and the motivation required to engage in political action and continue the struggle is renewed. When the 13 education resolutions went to the committee, a collective decision was made to put the FSA at the top of the list. The value for teachers in attending the convention and one of the benefits of being affiliated with organized labour is that we gain a deeper appreciation for the issues that resonate with workers from other sectors. The school rankings published by the Fraser Institute undermine public confidence in public education. More than any other education issue, the FSA is important to labour activists because of the direct link to privatization. Whether it’s the selling of water licenses (independent power projects), the contracting out of hospital services, or the export of raw logs, the issue of privatization and the loss of “community” is the overarching theme of the convention. Not surprisingly, the BCTF received unanimous support for taking on the FSA when the following resolution was passed: The Federation will call upon the government of British Columbia to ensure that the Fraser Institute does not have access to Foundation Skills Assessment data, and The Federation will support the BCTF in any actions they take to oppose the Foundation Skills Assessment Tests. What about the opportunities in this time of financial crisis? What about a coherent economic plan for our province and our country? Ottawa devolved into a political and constitutional crisis the week after the convention and still there has been no substantive public discussion about the ailing economy. Will the privateering continue or will our collective thinking change the political ideology? Concerns raised at the convention included the need for financial regulations and government oversight, the need for a new energy economy, and the need to rebuild the social infrastructure and safety net. Delegates talked about the importance of research and development, job creation, and secure pension plans. Resolutions came forward addressing the need for a national childcare program, a higher minimum wage, and a revision of the unjust Employment Insurance system. The economic crisis has started conversations about a massive investment in the commons including public transit, affordable housing, and public school upgrades. Keynesian philosophy is now permeating the discourse. Is this simply a “market correction” that society will endure before returning to the status quo? Or, is this a paradigm shift where there is no turning back? Being at the BC Federation of Labour Convention at this turning point in our history was breathtaking. Workers are organizing and preparing to seize the moment. This moment presents us with an opportunity—an opportunity that is ours, as a society, to lose. Kip Wood is president of the Nanaimo District Teachers’ Association. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13758&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 1998 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 10, Number 4, Jan./Feb. 1998 Youth voice their opinions on APEC by Megan Vis-Dunbar Awareness was the key word at the first People’s Summit Youth Forum, from November 7 to 11. The forum was sponsored by CoDevelopment Canada, and the two co-ordinators of the project were Rana Ghose and Lyndsay Poaps. According to Ghose, the main objective of the forum was for people to get an idea of what APEC is about. The forum took place at the B.C. Teachers’ Federation building. Thirteen of the eighteen APEC economies were represented at the youth forum (the only economies not represented were Australia, Hong Kong, Taiwan, Japan, and Singapore). The forum’s 85 participants attended workshops and speeches that covered the future of jobs, education, and the environment and how they are and will be affected by APEC, as well as NAFTA (North American Free Trade Agreement), and the upcoming MAI (Multilateral Agreement on Investment). In addition to speeches given by Svend Robinson, Raymond Chan, and Libby Davies, participants had the opportunity to attend workshops on issues such as holistic awareness, child labour, the Native Youth Movement, domestic workers, racial justice, and labour economics. At a workshop on education, given by the Canadian Federation of Students, Joy Roberts said, “I learned a lot…I’m thinking how extra horrible APEC would be because governments…won’t be able to fund education, but companies will.” She concluded that “APEC, in a ’round-about way, will force people to have private education.” The participants’ final resolutions and recommendations were to be presented to the People’s Summit on APEC as well as the APEC Summit by two members of the steering committee. Megan Vis-Dunbar attends the University of British Columbia.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8034,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 6, April 2005 Commercialization in B.C.’s public schools by Colleen Hawkey Commercialization in Canadian Schools—A National Survey, measured the extent to which sponsorships, fundraising, incentive programs, and advertising exist in public schools across Canada. Conducted by the Canadian Teachers’ Federation, the Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives, and the Fédération des syndicats de l’enseignement, the study involved 15,000 public schools across the country. In British Columbia, questionnaires were sent to one teacher in each school in the province in the fall of 2004. Each staff representative was asked to consult with other teachers and administrative staff to fill out the detailed four-page questionnaire. Completed questionnaires were received from 565 schools, representing 33% of the approximately 1,700 public schools in the province. The data from British Columbia show significant corporate presence in B.C. schools: Exclusive marketing Schools can receive additional income by entering into marketing arrangements whereby they agree to sell exclusively one product. With such arrangements, the company not only sells its product but also excludes competition, limits student choice, and builds future brand loyalty. Results from this study show that exclusive marketing arrangements with either Coke (15%) or Pepsi (12%) exist in 27% of schools in British Columbia, ranging from 16% at the elementary level to 62% and the secondary level. This is virtually unchanged since 2000, when a BCTF survey found 28% of schools had an exclusive arrangement with either Coke (15%) or Pepsi (13%). With a government commitment to eliminate junk food and improve student health within four years, we should see a substantial decline in soft-drink vending machines in schools. Graph 1   Fundraising Since 1990, real per pupil funding in B.C. schools has declined by over $570, or over 8%. As per-pupil amounts decline, alternative sources of funding to support core academic and extracurricular programs are sought. The study shows that schools and parents have turned attention to fundraising initiatives not only for traditional extra-curricular activities such as school trips and clubs, but also for library books, textbooks, and technology. One of the most significant findings from the study is the extent to which schools and parents fundraise to support core academic activities. In 67% of schools, money is raised to purchase library books, 57% of schools fundraise for technology, and 31% fundraise to support academic programs. Even textbooks, often outdated or in short supply, are singled out for fundraising initiatives by 22% of schools. Graph 2 Advertising Corporate advertising exists in over 36% of B.C. schools. Although less prevalent at the elementary (29%) and middle school (33%) levels, at the secondary level that is the case for 63% of schools. The majority of advertising is in hallways and cafeterias (19%) and on schools supplies (12%) with additional advertising (14%) in the gymnasium, on vending machines and vehicles. Much of the advertising is in the form of vending machines for soft drinks, milk, and juice in hallways, but advertising on student backpacks (e.g., Costco), mouse pads (e.g., shaw.ca; Seanix computer systems; Pearson Education), school supplies, and agendas is also prevalent. Graph 3 Dollar amount raised Survey data show that the average amount of money raised by schools from commercial activities is just over $19,500. As schools rely more and more on alternative sources of funding, there is a greater risk of creating "have" and "have-not" schools as those in richer areas and with greater money-raising skills and capacity attract more funding. Among schools that raise money through corporate involvement, the amounts range from as little as a few dollars per student to several hundred dollars per student. Conclusions Underfunding, market ideology, and powerful child and youth consumers contribute to the commercialization of public education. An extended period of underfunding, combined with a prevailing world view that values market forces in the public sector, encourages schools boards, teachers, parents, and administrators to seek alternative funding to maintain education programs, buy textbooks, or attempt to keep up with technology in the classroom. In addition to funding pressures, contributing to the commercialization in schools is the fact that children, tweens, and teens have millions of dollars in disposable income and influence the spending of millions more. It is not surprising that schools and children are the target of corporations and businesses bent on securing a share of that lucrative market. As evident in the results of the survey, what may be surprising is the extent to which corporations and business have become a strong presence in public schools. Further information on the results of the study is available at the BCTF web site bctf.ca/NotForSale Colleen Hawkey is a researcher in the BCTF’s Research and Technology Division. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=21779,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 23, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 2010   Classified advertising  Travel/Vacation FRANCE. Ultimate vacations, privately owned, beautiful furn. 1 bdrm. central Paris. Wkly/mthly. 604-738-1876, 604-879-4936, irene.roland@gmail.com, www.ultimateparis.com  MAUI Privately owned, beautiful fully furn. 2 bdrm, 2 bath condo, across from Kamaole Beaches. Great complex, Great location. 250-598-6955. HORNBY ISLAND vacation accommodations, discoverhornby.ca  TOFINO. Owned by a Salt Spring teacher’s family, this cozy condo is on the harbor in Tofino, at Elk Landing, across from The Shelter Restaurant, walking distance to town. To view, go to www.tofino beach homes, go to select your property, go to Eagles Nest. Call 250-725-2570. WHISTLER Condo. Sleeps 4, views, close to village, 604-943-9423, preddyplace@telus.net. BLACKCOMB Luxury 2 bdrm/loft, 3 bath, sleeps 8, ski-in/ski-out, 604-940-0156. BUCERIAS, MEXICO Waterfront condo, 2 bdrm, 2 bath, fully equipped, deck overlooking Bay of Banderas, weekly and monthly rentals. www.condoplayalinda.com, contact gwwood-linda@hotmail.com  GULF ISLANDS Deluxe waterfront cottage, 1 bd./sleeps 4, winter and summer rates, call Alma 250-629-3008, www.ainsliepointcottage.com  SOUTH OF FRANCE villa in lively, lovely market town of Limoux. 4 bdrms. Sleeps 8. 2 bathrooms. All mod cons. Near lake and river swimming and historic Carcassonne. Great rates. Deep discounts for long-term, off-season. www.southoffrancerental.com  PUERTO VALLARTA Bright, clean, quiet, 1 bdrm, 2 blks from beach, downtown, $350/wk., monthly rates. 604-608-4268, dbemc@hotmail.com  WHISTLER 1 bdrm. condo (Whistler Creekside) sleeps 4, hot tub, swimming pool, sauna, kitchen fully equipped, underground parking, close to lifts & stores. Call Jan or John 604-530-0958 or e-mail jpmeagh@shaw.ca  FRANCE BURGUNDY Weekly vacation rentals. Centre of medieval town. Fully equipped studio, 1 and 2 bdrm. apartments. Owned by former BC couple. www.la-charite-sur-loire.com  WHISTLER townhouse, sleeps 6, fully equip. 604-925-7669. VANCOUVER ISLAND oceanfront condo. New luxury 2 bdrm. Panoramic view, steps to the ocean, jacuzzi, pool, 604-274-2396, www.yellowpointretreat.com  SAN PANCHO, MEXICO. Just 40 miles north of Puerto Vallarta, luxury oceanview 2 or 3 bdrm. house, in quaint Mexican village. 40’ heated pool, across the street from 1 mile sandy beach. Weblink: www.casadesuenosmagicos.com  QUADRA ISLAND private cabin for 2. Panoramic ocean, mountain view, soaker tub, www.lunavista.ca   SALT SPRING ISLAND 3 bdrm. waterfront home for rent. $1,200 month/week. Contact Lyn, ljmackey@telus.net   WATERFRONT CONDO Birch Bay, WA. 2 bdrm., 2 bath., available for day, week, or weekend rentals. Complex has indoor pool, hot tub, games room. $100/night. Further info contact Teresa, tvfierro@telus.net or 604-831-4080. WATERFRONT P.E.I. Beautiful 3 bdrm. cottage for rent May through Oct., $1700/wk. July and Aug. or $850/wk. spring/fall. Contact: brucehaven@hotmail.com  BEACHFRONT condos for rent, Mazatlan, Mexico. New 2 or 3 bdrm. Fully equipped, www.whyte.viviti.com, 250-426-6699. WHISTLER CABIN–PINECREST 5 bdrm/ loft, totally renovated with 4 baths, sauna, woodstove, large decks, fully equipped kitchen. By tennis courts and private lake. Seasonal rates from $275/nt. 604-936-3346, e-mail: glush@shaw.ca  BUCERIAS, MEXICO Studio, 1- and 2-bdrm. suites with kitchens in luxury beachfront condo, close to Puerto Vallarta. Spring Break: March 12 to 26, 2011 (1 wk. booking possible); additional 2011 wks. may be available with 1 yr’s advance notice. $500/wk.-studio; $800/wk.-1 bdrm; $1200/wk.-2 bdrm. Contact: alaing@quesnelbc.com  GOLDEN, BC. 2 bdrm. apartment getaway in Rockies. Weekly or weekends. 25 min. to skiing. Visit Hawkes Hill at www.hawkeshill.wordpress.com for info. OCEANFRONT SUITE VICTORIA BC Weekly vacation rentals. Details at http://judyak.shawwebspace.ca. Contact judyak@shaw.ca or call 250-380-6682. COMOX VALLEY 1 bdrm. fully equipped suite. Beachfront, close to skiing in the beautiful Comox Valley. Bates Beach Resort available nightly, weekly, monthly. Call for prices & photos. rlmurphy@shaw.ca  RED MOUNTAIN. 3 bdrm, 2 bath lofted condo at base of hill. Sleeps 6-7. 250-687-1340 or tkuiper@sd20.bc.ca   COOK ISLANDS where time stands still. Muri Beach lagoon views or garden views self-contained studios. NZ 130 and NZ 110. judilucas@hotmail.com, 250-361-2003 KALEDEN. Older renovated 3 bdrm. mobile home, large view lot, N/S. $900/mo. 250-497-7147. COME TO SOUTHERN FRANCE: Paint and draw for pleasure or just bask by the pool with a glass of rosé, some olives and a good book. Join teacher and artist Fran Alley and her merry bunch of artists at le Vieux Couvent, July 10-22 and “Create a memory.” Details: falley@telus.net. Also see www.vacancesenvie.com  WAILEA, MAUI. 2 bdrm. condo, beautifully renovated and spacious. Available to teachers at a discounted rate. Pay in Canadian funds! Air conditioned, free long distance, free WiFi, flat screens, new furnishings, private lanai, washer & dryer, onsite property manager, beach gear. Email waileavacationrentals@shaw.ca. QUADRA ISLAND Guest cottage with panoramic ocean view. Book early for a reduced 2011 summer rate. Oceanrest229@gmail.com for colour e-brochure. Pet friendly. HAWAII. Private Maui Schooner Resort in Kihei, Spring Break 2011–Sat. Mar. 19 to Sat. Apr 2. Two bdrm./2 bath (sleeps 6) $1,350/wk. or 1 bdrm. condo/1 bath (sleeps 4) $1,150/wk. Contact 604-535-9315. SECHELT GETAWAY! Private, fully equipped suite, sleeps 2-4. Scuba/kayaker’s haven! 604-219-4586, saradave@dccnet.com  Miscellaneous RETIREMENT SEEM IMPOSSIBLE? Not if you start a Mini-Office outlet NOW! Computer a must. www.smartjobbiz.com  SCHOOL TATTOOS. 1,000 tattoos with your school’s logo $149, Visit www.schooltattoos.ca, E-mail info@schooltattoos.ca or call 613-567-2636. OUTBACK KIDS FIELD TRIP “Survivor” team building, lunch, kids rafting… all in one great day! “The highlight of the year!” Glenayre Elementary. “The best field trip ever!” Scott Creek Middle School. www.CanadianOutback.com/outbackkids, info@canadianoutback.com, 1-800-565-8735. MASSAGE IN SCHOOLS program instructor training Jan. 29 and 30, 2011, Vancouver, BC. For more info, visit www.jennjohnsonrmt.com/classes-and-workshops or call 250-374-6178. DON’T GET BOGGED DOWN! Book a field trip to Burns Bog. Discover the wonders of this globally unique ecosystem. Ask about our teacher’s guides. 604-572-0373 or www.burnsbog.org. RETIRING SOON? Join the BC Retired Teachers’ Association to: keep informed, stay connected, remain involved. For more information, go to www.bcrta.ca or call 604-871-2260, 1-877-683-2243. INTERNS WANTED: The American International School of Conakry, in Guinea, West Africa, needs teacher-interns to work with a group of high school students. Round trip airfare from city of residence, room & board & medical insurance during the 6 months of internship : Jan. to June 2011. For more information, contact Raymond Lemoine: iscdirector@biasy.net   Rent/Exchange VANCOUVER Clean, bright, quiet, centrally located condos at Robson & Bute. 1 bdrm. $95. Daily/wkly/ mthly rates. 604-608-4268, dbemc@hotmail.com  VANCOUVER heritage home, Commercial Dr., 2 bdrm., fully furnished, Jan.–Aug. $2100/mo. patgill@telus.net   TEACHING EXCHANGE. Consider an exchange to another country and receive your regular salary and benefits! Hundreds of BC teachers have done it, why not you? Contact BC Exchange Teachers’ Assoc. teather_t@sd36.bc.ca or go to www.ceef.ca for more information.  Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=10010&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 3, Jan./Feb. 2003 Supreme Court rules against book bank by Nancy Knickerbocker Murray Warren couldn’t hold back the tears when he heard the news. With fellow teacher James Chamberlain, he had won the long legal battle that began in a Kindergarten classroom and wound up in the highest court in the land. In a landmark decision released December 20, 2002, the Supreme Court of Canada ruled that the Surrey School Board was wrong to ban three children’s books depicting same-sex families. The teachers’ lawyer, Joe Arvay, said that it was "the most hard-fought litigation I’ve ever been involved in," and that he was "completely and utterly thrilled with the result." "This is the end of a six-year journey that has been quite an arduous one," said Warren. "It’s the end of a lot of questions about who should and should not be included in our public education system." He said the ruling "sends a clear message to school boards across the country that every child, and his or her family, has the right to be treated with respect, equity, and dignity." Chamberlain said that he hopes the ruling "will help lay the foundation for the building of a more caring, compassionate school system, one in which censorship, antigay bigotry, and the profound lack of antihomophobia education in schools eventually become archaic relics of the past." The books at issue—Asha’s Mums, Belinda’s Bouquet, and One Dad, Two Dads, Brown Dads, Blue Dads—all depict children of same-sex parents in loving families. The school board disallowed the books on the grounds that they offended the religious sensibilities of Christian, Sikh, and Muslim families in the community. In its ruling, the Supreme Court said that the board made three errors in coming to its decision to prohibit the books. First, it violated the principles of secularism and tolerance that are fundamental to the School Act. "Instead of proceeding on the basis of respect for all types of families," the board "proceeded on an exclusionary philosophy." Second, the board departed from its own regulations for approval of classroom resources. The board "gave no consideration to the needs of children of same-sex parented families and instead based its decision on the views of a particular group who were opposed to any depiction of same-sex relationships in K–1 school materials." Third, the board applied the wrong criteria and did not take into account the curriculum goals for children at the K–1 level; that is, that children "should be able to discuss their family models, whatever these may be, and that all children should be made aware of the diversity of family models that exist in our society." The board justified its decision by saying that children should not be exposed to information and ideas with which their parents disagree. But, while the court acknowledged the concerns of parents who opposed the books on religious or moral grounds, it stated that "The distaste of some parents for books that do not conform with their personal beliefs cannot shape the policy of a pluralist education system that has proclaimed its commitment to accepting and celebrating diversity." "B.C. teachers have been saying for years that children in all kinds of families need to feel safe, secure, and celebrated in our schools. Today the highest court in the land has said it agrees," said Jinny Sims, first vice-president of the B.C. Teachers’ Federation. "We welcome the decision, with all its positive implications for social justice in our schools and society. And we call on the Surrey trustees to work with teachers to ensure that the spirit of this decision is made real in the classroom," Sims said. The school board chair told reporters the board intends to follow the court’s ruling. But, in a dazzling example of legal double-speak, the board’s lawyer insisted, "It doesn’t mean we were wrong, only that we were found to be wrong." The next step will likely be for Chamberlain to resubmit his application for the books to be approved for classroom use. "If they’re not, I suspect we’ll be back in court very quickly," said Arvay. Nancy Knickerbocker is the BCTF’s media relations officer.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=34917,BCTF News Releases  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources   For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development News Release Archives 2014  2013  2012    2011 2010  2009  2008 2007  2006  Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2014 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  September 3, 2014 Jim Iker on An achievable framework for settlement Good afternoon, Collective bargaining is about movement. It’s about both sides moving closer together for the best interests of all involved. Unfortunately, the BC government has not moved in any meaningful way for months. In fact, they have not added a single new dollar to their proposal to improve learning conditions for students since October 2013. That’s 11 months with no movement from this government on the most important issue—more support for children in our classrooms. Instead of finding creative ways to solve the dispute and get schools open, the government is actually trying to prolong the shutdown with their $40-a-day payment scheme. That amounts to $12 million a day and $60 million a week of taxpayers’ money that should be put into the education system to give students and teachers more resources. In addition, the Minister of Education is going to great lengths to make the gap between his government and BC teachers appear as wide as possible. But, when you crunch the numbers, the gap adds up to only $3 per student, per day. Is fixing a system that has been underfunded for 12 years expensive? Yes. Of course it is. But, the government needs to rethink its priorities and put kids first. If they can build a roof on BC Place for half a billion dollars, or give a private power company in California $750 million, we can afford to invest in smaller classes, more support for children with special needs, and more specialist teachers to help all students reach their full potential. There is an achievable framework that can end this impasse and reach a fair settlement for all involved through mediation. On term, the two sides are only one year apart. On salary we are only one percent apart. Teachers have also asked for a signing bonus, an idea originally proposed by the government. That signing bonus would reflect that one year of this agreement has already gone by with no increase. In fact, BC teachers haven’t had a salary increase since 2010. That’s three zeros in a row. More importantly, a deal needs to ensure there are meaningful improvements to student-learning conditions this year. The government has only offered the status quo—a learning improvement fund that has not got the job done. BC teachers are asking for a new $175 million fund in the first year. Even the government’s own staff testified in court that the unconstitutional legislation they passed in 2002 stripped about $300 million a year from classrooms. Teachers are asking for some of that money back in a special fund while we wait for the government’s appeal of its losses to wind its way through the courts. BC teachers have proposed a simple and practical way forward on the issues of our students’ learning conditions while the court process continues. First, a fund to address the learning needs of our students. The distribution of this fund at the community level would be decided by the local school district and local union to put more classroom and specialist teachers in schools with our kids. Second, we have also proposed a fund to remedy the thousands of grievances that could flow from the Court’s ruling that the government illegally stripped teachers’ collective agreements. They denied our students smaller classes, extra support for students with special needs, and more one-on-one time over the last 12 years. This $100 million fund would serve as a redress for teachers and a settlement with government for their unconstitutional actions, similar to how they settled with the Hospital Employees Union for $75 million back in 2008. What teachers have asked for is to use this proposed remedy to help improve preparation time for Elementary school teachers and some other small health benefits. Government can choose to take this offer or potentially see thousands of costly and time-consuming grievances in the future. There are three major roadblocks to this settlement framework. First, the government has been unwilling to let bargaining happen at a pace required to keep things moving forward. It took me 14 days of talks with BCPSEA’s lead negotiator in July to secure just one single bargaining date on August 8. Second, the government has not responded in any meaningful way to the many significant moves BC teachers made face-to-face or through Vince Ready. The government remains entrenched and unwilling to be flexible. Finally, the government is trying to negotiate its way out of the court case. Despite losing in BC Supreme Court twice, the government is trying to undo the implications of those rulings. The BC Liberal government is fighting to keep funding out of the education system. Their proposal, E80, would “supersede and replace” all previous class size, class composition, and specialist teacher provisions. They want to nullify what teachers just won back in court and any future court case. It’s an unreasonable stand to take and is preventing both sides from moving forward. This is the single biggest obstacle to getting a deal which would see schools open. Teachers say, let the courts decide. In the interim, increase funding to improve learning conditions and negotiate a fair settlement. The government needs to drop E80 and negotiate fairly with teachers so we can end the strike. We have been ready to bargain any time, any day. We’re ready today if the government is willing to sit down, show flexibility, and be willing to compromise. Teachers want to be back at work doing what we love most—teaching. If the government is willing to move in the way that teachers have, we can get this deal done. -  30  - For more information, contact Rich Overgaard, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell). Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "Eid Mubarak to all those celebrating in BC!" @bcliberals - 06:52pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8850,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, Number 4, March 2004 When will the ministry step up to the plate? by Murray Warren "Making our schools safer will take a fundamental shift in our school culture. Each of us must demonstrate a renewed respect for the diversity of our people. We have to ensure that the values and principles that are the cornerstone of Canadian society are honoured, respected, and taught in our school system." (Lorne Mayencourt, MLA, Vancouver-Burrard and chair of the Safe Schools Task Force report, "Facing our Fears—Accepting Responsibility," June, 2003) Fine, lofty words, Mr. Mayencourt, and sentiments with which teachers wholeheartedly agree. However, words are often cheap and sometimes belie a reality that mirrors back to us situations that are less than flattering. A case in point is the unfortunate circumstances in which Azmi Jubran now finds himself. Here is Jubran’s story. The son of an immigrant family from Iran, Jubran entered Handsworth Secondary School, in North Vancouver, in 1993. He quickly became the target of homophobic bullying by students at the school and endured repeated incidents of physical and verbal harassment and assaults. At one point, in a classroom with a teacher present, some boys set fire to his shirt. Jubran and his parents made complaints to the school administration, to little effect. Unable to endure his plight any longer, Jubran filed a complaint with the B.C. Human Rights Commission (which was dismantled by the Liberals shortly after they took power) against his school board and the school administration. According to the B.C. Human Rights Act, a person cannot be denied a service or facility customarily available to the public or be discriminated against on the basis of her or his sexual orientation. The complaint was referred to the B.C. Human Rights Tribunal, and it ruled in Jubran’s favour. He was awarded $4,000, which the school board was ordered to pay, for his pain and suffering. The board subsequently sought the assistance of the Ministry of Education’s Schools Protection Program, which provides legal and financial assistance to boards faced with litigation. The case was taken to judicial review at the Supreme Court of British Columbia, with Jubran having to bear the costs of his legal representation. At no point did the board deny the allegations against it. The judge in the case overturned the Tribunal’s decision, ruling that since Azmi Jubran is not gay, he couldn’t have been discriminated against! The fact that Jubran endured repeated homophobic bullying seems to have been of little or no importance in the judge’s ruling. The board, with the assistance of the ministry’s Schools Protection Program, then sought costs against Jubran, and the court ordered him to pay the board $7,500 in damages. Faced with the prospect of having to pay the court-ordered costs to the board, plus a $5,000 legal bill from his lawyer for the judicial review, Jubran has little choice but to contest the Supreme Court ruling in the B.C. Court of Appeal. The case is scheduled for later this year. (Jubran will not receive any of the award until the board’s appeal is completed.) Azmi Jubran’s situation sends a deep chill through the public education system. The message his case sends to students who may have a legitimate and justified grievance about their treatment at school is that if you try to do anything about it, what happened to Azmi Jubran could happen to you. The Safe Schools Task Force report makes copious references to the challenges faced by sexual-minority students, as well as those who are perceived to be so: "In nearly every community visited by the Safe Schools Task Force, no matter how large or small, individuals made presentations about the issue of harassment and intimidation based on sexual orientation. Presenters talked about their experience in the school system and the ways that homophobic discrimination had led to harassment and intimidation that made their schooling difficult. Many gay and lesbian youth told us that they dreaded coming to school. The task force members heard that even the perception of being homosexual or of being tolerant of homosexuality is enough to result in harassment and intimidation, including both emotional and physical abuse from those who choose to bully." With plenty of evidence that homophobic harassment and bullying are widespread throughout the public education system, one might have reasonably expected the report’s recommendations to address the issue head on. Search as you may, you won’t find a single reference to it in any of the recommendations. My partner and I have an outstanding human rights complaint waiting to go to tribunal, charging that the Ministry of Education has failed to make schools safe, affirming, and inclusive for sexual minority people and failed to make curriculum inclusive of their realities and has actively worked to suppress this from happening. At every turn, we have faced ministry obfuscation and delay in meeting its obligations to Azmi Jubran and students like him. Lending ministry assistance to a school board through its Schools Protection Program to vindictively seek reprisals against a young man whose only goals were to seek justice and fair treatment makes a mockery of Lorne Mayencourt’s words. For the past six years, the BCTF has been at the forefront in Canada in combating homophobia in our schools, training professional development associates in antihomophobia work, supporting the inclusion and affirmation of same-sex families in our schools, and offering assistance to teachers seeking to establish gay/straight alliances. We have done our part. Isn’t it time the Ministry of Education stepped up to the plate? Murray Warren teaches at Blakeburn Elementary School, Coquitlam. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141006,mobile.twitter.com,https://mobile.twitter.com/BCTF63,টুইটারে SaanichTeachers (@BCTF63) সাইন ইন করুন! নিবন্ধন করুন SaanichTeachers @ BCTF63 Central Saanich, BC A proud local of the BCTF based on southern Vancouver Island. saanichteachers.com 7,49 টুইটগুলি 3,30 অনুসরণ করছেন 4,58 অনুসরণকারীগণ টুইটগুলি SaanichTeachers @BCTF63 17ঘঃ @peterongilford @glenhansman @TeriMooring @gvta @lisapacheco_ @CindyDudra @symphily @massoudd1 @MrMSinclair Thank you Peter! কথোপকথন দেখুন · SaanichTeachers @BCTF63 30 সেপ্টেঃ Today: first payday in a long time for @BCTF63 teachers. Please see email from @sd63schools regarding pay calculation. #questions বিবরণ দেখুন · SaanichTeachers @BCTF63 26 সেপ্টেঃ It's Friday! We hope all @BCTF63 teachers had a good first week. Please remember to take some time for yourself this weekend. #sd63 বিবরণ দেখুন · SaanichTeachers @BCTF63 22 সেপ্টেঃ We want to thank @bctf teachers who will be in front of children today teaching and enriching lives. #bced Take care of yourselves too! বিবরণ দেখুন · SaanichTeachers @BCTF63 20 সেপ্টেঃ Thank you to all our #Saanich @sd63schools #cupe colleagues for support. Your support was so appreciated + uplifting. #solidarity #bced বিবরণ দেখুন · SaanichTeachers @BCTF63 20 সেপ্টেঃ Fascinating #bced article theglobeandmail.com/news/british-c… #bcpoli সারসংক্ষেপ দেখুন · SaanichTeachers পুনঃটুইট করেছে Lana Popham MLA @lanapopham 20 সেপ্টেঃ Climate change is the greatest threat to global food production in our time. saanichsouth.blogspot.ca/2014/09/as-new… #bcpoli বিবরণ দেখুন · SaanichTeachers @BCTF63 19 সেপ্টেঃ Just a friendly reminder to all @BCTF63 teachers; today is YOUR day to use as you see fit. No requirement to attend work/meetings. #bced বিবরণ দেখুন · SaanichTeachers @BCTF63 18 সেপ্টেঃ Over 400 @BCTF63 teachers in the @SD63Stellys gym. Thanks to all @bctf teachers for attending! #bced pic.twitter.com/5095jDP7if ছবি দেখুন · SaanichTeachers @BCTF63 18 সেপ্টেঃ Reminder for @BCTF63 members if you cannot attend Stelly's session you can vote at the STA Office from 8-4pm Thursday. বিবরণ দেখুন · SaanichTeachers পুনঃটুইট করেছে Aaron Mueller @aaronmueller 16 সেপ্টেঃ A deal, a deal, a tentative deal! Vote will be soon and can't wait to see the details. Woke up to good news today! #bced বিবরণ দেখুন · SaanichTeachers @BCTF63 16 সেপ্টেঃ @CBContheisland while we are cautious until we read the deal, if the barg team has reached a negotiated settlement at table, it bodes well কথোপকথন দেখুন · SaanichTeachers @BCTF63 16 সেপ্টেঃ @Lisa_Hamelin no, Thursday. কথোপকথন দেখুন · SaanichTeachers @BCTF63 16 সেপ্টেঃ Details on Thursday vote to follow later today. #bced We think bargaining team deserve a few zzzzzs. #bced বিবরণ দেখুন · SaanichTeachers @BCTF63 16 সেপ্টেঃ Vote Thursday. #bced বিবরণ দেখুন · SaanichTeachers পুনঃটুইট করেছে Alberta Teachers Asn @albertateachers 16 সেপ্টেঃ Congratulations! RT @bctf: A tentative settlement has been reached this morning. Details not being released at this time. #bced #abed কথোপকথন দেখুন · SaanichTeachers পুনঃটুইট করেছে CFAX1070 @cfax1070 16 সেপ্টেঃ BREAKING NEWS in the BC teachers's dispute. BCTF announces via twitter a tentative settlement with the government #bced #bcpoli বিবরণ দেখুন · SaanichTeachers পুনঃটুইট করেছে CKNW @CKNW 16 সেপ্টেঃ Deal has been reached in the Education dispute in BC. Keep it on @CKNW for all the details. বিবরণ দেখুন · SaanichTeachers পুনঃটুইট করেছে Charmaine de Silva @char_des 16 সেপ্টেঃ Just spoke to @bctf pres Jim Iker. Says tentative deal now go to members. When schools open hinges on vote timeline, rules for that. #bced বিবরণ দেখুন · SaanichTeachers পুনঃটুইট করেছে BCTF @bctf 16 সেপ্টেঃ Thank you #bced teachers for your commitment, courage, and strength. More details will be available later this morning. #bcpoli বিবরণ দেখুন · পুরনো টুইট লোড করুন একটি বিষয়, @name, বা সম্পূর্ণ নাম দিন সেটিংস Help উপরে ফেরত যান · ছবি বন্ধ করুন)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/03/what-is-this-dispute-about-putting.html?showComment=1332739082485,Staffroom Confidential: What is this dispute about? Putting equity last, and corporations first Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Friday, March 23, 2012 What is this dispute about? Putting equity last, and corporations first Today's guest post is from Bruce McCloy, a teacher in New Westminster. Why is this current stand so important?  For those who are currently monitoring this public site on behalf of the government please read on as well.  I sincerely hope you learn something and, if we fail and this government gets what they want, with your help, I hope you can look students in the eyes in years to come and be able to say you were responsible for the mess you have created. Here is why I see this current fight as very important.  This is not about class size, class composition, a wage increase or extra help for special needs students.  While these are all very important they are dwarfed by a greater threat; the changing of our current educational system to one that caters less to equity and developing a good person to one that is squarely focused on market based principles and catering to an ever greedy corporate elite.  Teachers and government are on a crash course, fighting over, as Wendy Poole outlines, the vision and purpose of K-12 public education and the meaning of professionalism (see http://www.ucalgary.ca/iejll/vol11/poole).   Government is focused on a neo-liberal view of education, “conceptualiz[ing] education as a commodity to be bought by customers (students and parents) and sold by suppliers (schools and others). From a market perspective, schools are training grounds for future workers and consumers, as well a multi-billion dollar industry offering opportunities for profit. Efficiency, accountability for student outcomes (usually measured by standardized test scores and other measures like graduation rates), choice for parents (e.g., charter schools, vouchers, within-district school choice), privatization (e.g., public funding for private schools, user-pay fees, contracting with private firms to operate public schools, private-public partnerships for school construction, school-business partnerships), and attacks on teachers unions are hallmarks of neo-liberalism in education”. (see attached paper if you would like to read more).   This fight is about breaking the union in order to bring in a system that caters to only a few, and leaves the many others simply to be good workers. If we truly cared about students, and creating a better society, we would be modelling our system after Finland, rather than chasing the USA, UK and Australia downwards.  The end result of this current action by the BC government is to cut costs, break the union and make a statement to the voters that the current ruling Liberals deserve their vote in May 2013.  It has nothing to do with students.  For the differences in focus of the Finland system in comparison with the USA, UK and Australian systems review the attached paper, Neo-Liberalism in British Columbia Education and Teachers’ Union Resistance and the video found at http://www.abc.net.au/lateline/content/2012/s3441913.htm. Current OECD rankings have Canada slipping slightly behind Australia in reading (#8 compared to #7), still behind Finland at #4 but well ahead of the USA at #11 and the UK at #18.  Rankings in Math and Science have Canada far ahead of the USA, Australia and UK systems that the government are focused on reaching down to and still behind the ranking of Finland, a country that teachers are working to catch. Finland is ranked #2 in math, Canada #8, with Australia at #15, the UK at #21 and the USA being far behind at #32.  There are similar findings in Science with Finland at #2, Canada at #6, Australia at #12, the UK at #21 and the USA at #30.  The quality of our education does not matter to the current Liberal government; containing costs, and creating preferable market conditions do. Some sobering thoughts when contemplating this possible scenario. While increasing funding for schools from a 2002-2003 total of  $3.782 billion to a projected 2012-2013 total of $4.725 billion (making true governments claim that per-student funding has increased) the actual costs to districts have far outstripped this increase.  Most telling is the decrease in priority of education as a part of the provincial budget falling from 26% in 2002 – 2003 to a 15% in 2011 – 2012.  In 2002 – 2003 the total allocation envelope for education was $3.7 billion.  This accounted for 26% of the total provincial budget.  In 2012 – 2013 the projected total allocation envelope for education is $4.7 billion accounting for 15% of the total provincial budget.  If the 2002 – 2003 % of total provincial budget allocation held true today the total allocation of funds to education from the provincial budget for 2012 – 2013 would be $8.1 billion   providing for a further allocation of $3.4 billion on top of the $4.7 billion currently being provided.  The amount due to school districts for next year over and above what is being given is almost equal to the total amount provided to school districts in the 2002 – 2003 year.  It is not a situation of lack of funds, rather a change in priority for the government Board funds have long been frozen, all but 6 districts are currently in Funding Protection (meaning that they are working in a bankrupt state).  Board funds have been frozen for a further 3 years, leaving them with an accumulated $100 million shortfall this year alone.  The “easy cuts” to budgets have long been done leaving an impossible situation.  The overwhelming major cost to districts is teacher salaries, something that districts have been unable to change due to strict rules in the collective agreements.  Until now.  Changes in post and fill rules, class composition and numbers, evaluations and discipline procedures will make it  easier for boards to lower their salary costs by making life difficult for more expensive teachers to the point they will quit, removing more expensive teachers and filling their positions with cheaper less experienced teachers or with even cheaper non teachers.  The boards will sell the public on these changes b y offering perks that will have most forget the importance of teacher quality. The current government advertising focused on teacher salary and benefits (the BCTF is demanding a 15 per cent wage hike and other benefits that would cost $2 billion and raise taxes for BC families...) is allowing the government to keep attention away from the main changes they wish to see through the BC Education Plan.  This education plan provides the government with the route to the neo-liberal result that they wish to see, a result that will have us emulating the OECD rankings of the USA, UK and Australia in a very short time, leaving far behind the rankings we currently have and our hopes for reaching those of Finland.  This is because the government is not focused on providing an equitable education system. Or even focused on educating at a high level.  Rather, it is focused on creating a system that follows their neo-liberal beliefs.  The BC Education Plan is a guise (as is the current troubles on the labour front) to instituting these ideals: o While requests for feedback to the BC Education Plan is currently seen as a priority for government, the plan is all but written awaiting an appropriate time to roll out.  Current feedback will never be considered but provides the perception that it has been o BC Education Plan calls for personalized learning that will amount to students staying at home to work on their computers learning from an on-line master teacher.  Cheaper non-teachers will be available for students to submit assignments and pick up others, while tutoring (on-line and in person) will be available if necessary.  This change over has already begun.  The government is admitting that 700 special needs teachers that have been lost to the system have been replaced with 2100 new teaching assistants ... but no more teachers.  The $165 million Learning Improvement Fund will hire more teacher assistants ... but no more teachers. o Contract changes are necessary to enable this change to occur in our current system – changing hours of work, working conditions (class sizes can reach the hundreds) and making it easier to deal with teachers that disagree with the direction o Money will be saved on school buildings as only a few will be needed as regional meeting places – while the others can be sold as they are no longer required to service children o Standardized assessment will become easier as the teaching from the on-line Master teachers will be the same. o Large corporations will find a ready market for technology.  A quick look at those involved in developing the new BC Education Program indicate past and present members of the guiding committee including 20 members who belong to the corporate business community or with strong ties to this community and zero involved in public education in BC.  Those involved on the committee to restructure BC Education include Reg Bird, Vecima Networks, Don Mattrick, President, Interactive Entertainment Business, Microsoft Corp., Don Safnuk, President and CEO of Corporate Recruiters and Ralph Turfus, CEO, Arbutus Place Investments. o Creating a system dependent on technology will provide a ready market for both hardware and software manufacturers as well as internet providers.  On line needs will increase, allowing a market for sellers of data plans o Control of teacher Professional Development and new evaluation and “one-strike you are out” dismissal procedures will allow government to control what teachers learn and what they will teach in the classroom.  Government and corporate propaganda will be required to be taught, even if ethically unsettling, or a teacher will face dismissal. o Control of curriculum and standardization of what is taught will allow government to lessen the time many students stay in school, providing an opportunity for students to leave at the end of grade 10 (where 3 of our government exit exams currently are placed).   Students will be able to leave early for the workforce providing cheap (and undereducated) labour to be available during the week – something that is currently not readily available for most companies.  Seeing that these workers were encouraged to leave school at grade 10 they will later find that they do not have the required education to change occupations, therefore making them more likely to stay in lower paying jobs within the company that they currently work for. o With the education of children left in the hands of busy parents, and at home often with little guidance (especially in the secondary school years)  it is more likely that they lag behind and  have less motivation to finish beyond grade 10.  As well, earning money at an early age could be a great benefit to the family income as well as provide a greater source of disposable income at an earlier age – resulting in more purchasing power at a younger age. o Only those being educated in private schools (still in a traditional mode of providing education) or those with incredible self-discipline will have the skills to enter university – predominately leaving the rich to claim the higher level jobs and the less rich or less motivated to take up a new lower class working class. o With a larger number of workers available and a dismantling of trade union power, the minimum wage can once again be lowered, rights eroded allowing for more flexibility and higher profits for business owners.  As well, the numbers of the consumer class will increase, also allowing for further profits for corporations.   While we are busy fighting the current contract negotiations, which in themselves are important, the Liberal government has a far greater goal.  We find ourselves so busy with fighting the little things I fear we may miss the bigger picture and feel the pain of the onslaught (BC Education Plan) far before we see it coming and far later than we can do much about it.  I am reminded of a simple yet effective strategy we use to use in PE class when playing the game Murder Ball (in one of its many configurations).  If one was lucky enough to get two balls they often incorporated the following strategy – throw one ball high in the air.  As members of the other team watch the ball float slowly towards them the original thrower would throw the second ball hard , directly at the opponent, hitting them and getting them out. We see a similar strategy with the government – lob up the whole confrontation of contract negotiations, and, while teachers are busy looking at these, hit them hard with the educational changes you as a government actually want to implement. While current contract negotiations are very important and need to be dealt with quickly by teachers throughout the province, we need to be talking about and informing the public of the far greater threat that looms and is poised to hit in the very near future.  It is one that will find us sadly leaving any possibility of reaching the equitable system found in Finland (and along with it the high OECD rankings), leaving any possibility of maintaining our current standing in the world (as stated in the OECD rankings), and fervently chasing the lower scores of the USA, UK and Australia.  All in the name of creating a new culture of uneducated workers and consumers for a quickly growing corporate elite.   Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 12:02 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 10 comments: PierreMarch 23, 2012 at 10:07 PM Let's be careful with the easy Finland comparison! It turns out that their language is as easy as learning 1, 2, 3: their language is very phonetic. English is on the opposite side of the spectrum! If English could be modernized, it would be easier and faster to learn and easier to teach!ReplyDelete Replies PierreMarch 23, 2012 at 10:25 PM For those interested, there is more info at http://reforming-english.blogspot.ca/ .Delete D. BjornsonMarch 23, 2012 at 10:28 PM Perhaps! Who wouldn't have loved to only have had one spelling of there-their-they're! I'm not a language specialist, but people who I know that learn multiple languages at a young age, seem to do well in education overall. Perhaps learning an " easier" language straight off the bat puts one at a disadvantage. Personally, my money is on modeling our Ed system after a country in the top 5, not the top 20.Delete PierreMarch 25, 2012 at 10:18 PM Actually, learning an easier language is an advantage! HUGE! You should see how many struggle to DECODE! They are smart kids, but they cannot make sense of the code! SO, the real important learning is taking the back seat of learning a crazy spelling code that is ILLOGICAL because it is IRREGULAR! So, we are rewarding the kids who can memorize by rote all the intricacies of the language and slowing down the progress of those who look the logic in the language. I suspect this is why more boys are struggling in learning. It would be interesting to know how boys do in Commonwealth countries VS some other countries where the language is more logical (like Finnish). Making anything easier makes sense! Do you still want to go fetch the water at the river? I know there are people who believe that things have to be tough to be good. This is COMPLETELY COUNTER-INTUITIVE! And this is especially so because we are talking about the very element that underpins the learning of FAR more important concepts than learning how to decode!Delete Reply Kathy CouchMarch 25, 2012 at 9:11 PM Shouldn't others be modelling after us? We do very well in the world despite the efforts of our government.ReplyDelete Replies PierreMarch 25, 2012 at 10:24 PM What is insane now is how language has been introduced even in Math. Many programs are so language based. I mean before was not any better with 30 problems on the same notion, but if you cannot read the questions (the word problems), how can you show that you know how to do the math! That part is so backwards. Until, books are read by computers, I predict girls will do better in math soon! Not because they are necessarily better at math, but because they are better at reading. This is why Finnish do better in math tests as well, BTW. Other teaching pedagogy is in general much better. Again, English is creating all kinds of problems.Delete Reply Teacher's ToolboxApril 26, 2012 at 11:16 PM It is frustrating that public education is under attack again... still... continually... I have no words.... just anger and frustration!ReplyDelete Bruce McCloyApril 27, 2012 at 9:13 AM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Bruce McCloyApril 27, 2012 at 9:16 AM While the comparison to Finland may be simplistic in some ways - the bigger picture remains that philosophically we are better looking up and trying to model after a nation that has, as its basic belief, fairness to all. Sounds very opposite a neo-liberal approach to education. I like how Kathy put it "shouldn't others be modelling after us" - we need to remember what has put our system where it is - and expecting others to after us - we need to figure out what has made us successful (despite government interference) and make that our overall objective to keep and continue to pursue. While the Finnish system may have its flaws (what system doesn't)- I like it a whole lot more than chasing the No Child Left Behind US program that yesterdays announcement regarding changes to the School Act have us headed to.ReplyDelete Laura BApril 27, 2012 at 7:56 PM While it may seem to some like an easier task to change the entire English language than to change the agenda of the BC Liberals.... my money's on putting our efforts into political change and the proven success of strong education systems.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ▼  March (12) Bill 22 and Class Size/Class Composition BC Liberals: You reap what you sow... From public to private: a subtle path What is this dispute about? Putting equity last, a... Walk out pamphlet - arguments for full withdrawal ... Teachers debate a response to Bill 22 Lessons from the US - when unions don't strike to ... Lessons from history - legislation and illegal str... How do teachers defeat Bill 22? Critical thinking and Bill 22 - A teacher rebuts G... What is this strike about? A moving letter from a ... Public education - Christy: it's about equality ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=27100,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 7, May/June 2012   40th anniversary of non-instructional days in the school calendar  By Stephen Anderson and Heather Daly   This year marks the 40th anniversary of the addition of non-instructional days to the school calendar. Prior to 1971, teachers primarily developed professionally on their own time. This is one of two 40th anniversaries being celebrated this year; the 1971–72 school year was a significant one for the BCTF’s Provincial Specialist Associations (PSAs). The first meeting of the PSA Council was held on the October 23, 1971. Thus began the 40-year tradition of PSAs formally working together as “teachers teaching teachers.” In 1976, the Federation created the Professional Development Advisory Committee (PDAC) to support local associations. In 1977, the concept of “teachers teaching teachers” was further established through the beginning of the provision of training and support for PD associates, and the introduction in 1978 of Project TEACH instructors. In 1982, government introduced Bill 89 to override the School Act in an effort to reduce the operating costs of districts and therefore help in slashing the provincial budget. The intent of the legislation was to change the hours in session as well as the days in session. A non-instructional day was characterized as a day on which students were excused from tuition and instruction and during which teachers were subject to the direction of the board. The school board could designate a non-instructional day for the district and Bill 89 also allowed for districts to only have one non-instructional day, but they could, by agreement with the local teachers’ association, increase this by five further days to a total of six non-instructional days. The result would have been a loss of non-instructional days in most districts for professional development. The BCTF opposed the loss of non-instructional days and encouraged its members to resist the attack on public education since teachers had resisted in the past and school boards had relented. Bill 89 was only in force until the end of June 1983. There were continual pressures on professional autonomy in relation to non-instructional days, but the BCTF was able to fend this off and set a direction for local professional development leadership. In 1983, the BCTF established professional initiatives such as staff rep training, the integration of social responsibility into professional development activities, policy studies on teaching, pedagogy and professionalism, and advocacy work to defend public education. In 1992, the Federation introduced major changes to support local professional development leadership by establishing Summer Conference training of PD chairpersons and funding release time to support school PD rep training. All of these initiatives came as a result of the BCTF resisting attacks that would lessen the number of non-instructional days and professional autonomy in relation to these days. The Federation also took leadership in creating opportunities for teachers to examine their practice and develop their professionalism. Today, continuous, career-long development as a professional is one of the key aspects of being a teacher in British Columbia. It is one of the primary goals of the BCTF and is noted in the four out of eight current BC Teacher Regulation Branch Standards. In order to develop as professionals, teachers must have autonomy, respect, and time to assess and understand their own strengths and needs and must have opportunities to grow, and to share expertise. The successor of PDAC, the Professional Issues Advisory Committee (PIAC), which includes three representatives of the PSA Council, now works to support the BCTF Executive, the BCTF zonal structure and locals’ elected professional development chairpersons within a context of BCTF and PSA support. Workshops and programs with funding such as self-directed PD, Program for Quality Teaching (PQT), and teacher inquiry are all part of that support. The PD chairpersons in turn work to encourage and support autonomous, teacher-directed professional development and inquiry in their locals. The role of the PD chairpersons in ensuring the provision of teacher-directed professional development and the promotion of the opportunities provided by PSAs and LSAs in their locals is increasingly a critical one in continuing BCTF resistance against the threatened loss of teachers’ autonomy over their professional development. Ironically, what has been a year of celebration of the 40 years of inclusion of non-instructional days in the school calendar has also now seen the introduction of legislation (Bill 36) that would eliminate the provincially mandated school calendar. In taking aim at the school calendar, Bill 36 is not dissimilar to 1982’s Bill 89, and like the older legislation also appears to have targeted non-instructional days. In the case of Bill 36 this is through the inclusion of the wording “…one or more non-instructional days or non-instructional periods, if any, scheduled by a board...” [emphasis added] and “hours of instruction” instead of “days in session.” Although non-instructional days were added to the school calendar 40 years ago, the ability for teachers in BC to choose to participate in, or to provide professional development opportunities, which meet their own assessed needs or share their strengths with others, requires continual utilization and defense; it must never be taken for granted. For more information, go to: bctf.ca/professionaldevelopment.aspx  This article concludes the year-long series celebrating the 40th anniversary of the PSA Council, and of the inclusion of non-instructional days in the school calendar.  Stephen Anderson and Heather Daly, PSA Council    Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12016&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2001 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 13, Number 5, March 2001 Time to pay nurses what they’re worth by Debra McPherson Like teachers, nurses are determined to achieve significant compensation increases in this round of bargaining to address a growing shortage of professionals, caused by years of belt-tightening in the public sector. B.C.’s unionized Registered Nurses and Registered Psychiatric Nurses are determined to use this year’s round of collective bargaining to achieve recognition for what we are truly worth to the health care system and the people of B.C. In the face of persistent cutbacks in services due to an international nursing shortage, it’s time for B.C. to pay wages and premiums that are globally competitive. Increased compensation will encourage senior nurses to stay on the job, because when their wages go up, their future pension benefits increase. Increased compensation will encourage new graduate nurses to remain in B.C. Increased compensation will enable B.C. to compete to attract new nurses here from other jurisdictions, and will encourage nurses who have left B.C. to return. The same way teachers and public education suffered severely during years of belt-tightening and deficit-fighting by governments, nurses and other health care professionals have watched our economic status and our workplaces deteriorate steadily over the last decade. Just like teachers and other defenders of the public education system, nurses feel growing pressure to bring more private money and private control into public health care because governments chose to starve the system for funds. As the recent report by the Tommy Douglas Institute points out, between 1992 and 1997, “total health care spending per capita in Canada, when adjusted for inflation, fell by 1.1% from $2,469 to $2,442—an unprecedented decline. Occurring entirely in the public sector, it brought the share of the national income spent on health care down by a full percentage point, from 10.2% to 9.2%.” Despite recent spending increases, per capita spending on hospitals is still below 1992 levels. While B.C. managed to cushion the blow by trying to make up for federal cuts and providing employment security in health care, this province was not immune to cost-cutting pressures and the resulting damage. In B.C. today there are more than 1000 vacant nursing positions. More than 4000 experienced, senior nurses are eligible to retire at any time, and the recent expansion of nursing education seats won’t graduate enough new nurses to replace them for many years. An examination of statistics compiled by the Registered Nurses’ Association of B.C. reveals the scope of the problem. More than 900 nurses took the necessary steps to leave B.C. in 1999 by having their qualifications verified to work in other locations. During the last three years more than 800 nurses took those steps to leave B.C. to work in the United States. The numbers seeking to leave B.C. to work in Alberta are even more striking—a steady increase from 45 in 1994 to 262 in 1999. The move from B.C. to Ontario is also growing. It’s no coincidence that wages for experienced front line nurses in Alberta and Ontario have surpassed B.C. ($30.62 in Ontario hospitals, $26.52 in Alberta, $26.50 in B.C.) With nurses in Ontario and Alberta negotiating new deals this year, the problem for B.C. will only get worse. At the same time B.C. nurses are being lured to Washington State, California, and other US locations for wages of $35 US, the equivalent of $55 Canadian. To cut costs, administrators tried to re-engineer health care along the principles of fast-food franchising. In B.C., this slashing of the public sector meant the elimination of hundreds of full-time jobs for nurses and an increasing reliance on nurses working overtime or on a casual or on-call basis. Nursing education programs were cut back. On the wage front, B.C. nurses received increases totaling 3% during the last six years. (0% in 1996, 1% in 1997, 0% in 1998, 0% in 1999, and 2% in 2000). It’s no wonder there’s a nursing shortage. Now that governments have decided to reverse course and hire more nurses, the nurses just aren’t there. This nursing shortage is a world-wide problem; the competition for nurses is global. Long-term solutions may be complex, but one step is essential to keep us in the game. Nurses’ wages and premiums must be globally competitive to keep our nurses working in B.C., to attract new nurses from other jurisdictions, to bring back B.C. nurses who have gone elsewhere or left the profession, and to persuade senior nurses that it’s worth their while to hold on for a few more years until enough new nurses graduate from newly-expanding nursing education programs. While our proposals may appear dramatic — we want to move the top rate for a front-line nurse from the current $26.50 an hour to $42 an hour, increase our vehicle mileage rate to $1.25/kilometre from 38 cents and increase shift and on-call premiums — they’re a critical response to a problem that was allowed to develop and deteriorate for many years. It’s time to pay nurses what we are worth. Debra McPherson is president-elect, B.C. Nurses’ Union.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media last tweet "" @ - 12:00am Follow @ last post "" facebook/ - Jan 1st Like Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "#FunFriday Fact: #BC has the highest small business employment in Canada. October is Small Business Month! Check out: http://t.co/20bcLmlvFP" @bcliberals - 03:55pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/contacts.cfm?page=pdchairs&sort=1&printPage=true,BCTF Contacts Home E-mail Lists Links A to Z Index Contact Us Help SITE SEARCH Quick Links BCTF formsBCTF NewsFrançaisLabour linksPensionsTeacher NewsmagazineTeaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Contact Us > PD chairpersons BCTF Professional Development Chairpersons Sorted by local name. Click here for sort by local number. Local Chair School Phone School Fax E-mail Abbotsford District Teachers' Association (34) Brenda Head    604-850-7692  pd34@bctf.ca Alberni District Teachers' Union (701) Stephanie Hopkins  250-723-7522  250-723-7557  pd701@bctf.ca Arrow Lakes Teachers' Association (10) Paula Rogers  250-358-7222  250-358-2533  pd10@bctf.ca Boundary District Teachers' Association (51) Catherine Pankoff  250-442-8275  250-442-5388  pd51@bctf.ca Linda Rawlings-Dolezsar  250-442-5313  250-442-5317  pd51@bctf.ca Bulkley Valley Teachers' Union (54) Kristina Willing  250-847-2231  250-847-2165  pd54@bctf.ca Mary Neto  250-847-2231  250-847-2165  pd54@bctf.ca Burnaby Teachers' Association (41) Alexandra Peters  604-664-7056  604-664-8734  pd41@bctf.ca Barbara Henderson  604-664-8727  604-664-8818  pd41@bctf.ca Patricia Dolton      pd41@bctf.ca Burns Lake District Teachers' Union (55) Lisa Mason  250-698-7301  250-698-7349  pd55@bctf.ca Campbell River District Teachers' Association (72) Adria Anne Gleeson  250-286-0511  250-286-0938  pd72@bctf.ca Cariboo-Chilcotin Teachers' Association (27) Shirley Giroux  250-398-5800  250-398-5206  pd27@bctf.ca Central Coast Teachers' Association (49) Coleen Fraser  250-799-5556  250-799-5757  pd49@bctf.ca Stephen Dishkin  250-982-2355  250-982-2720  pd49@bctf.ca Central Okanagan Teachers' Association (23) Joe Jamison  250-868-1135  250-870-5020  pd23@bctf.ca Chetwynd Teachers' Association (592) Gysbert Ruiter  250-788-2267  250-788-9729  pd592@bctf.ca Chilliwack Teachers' Association (33) Angela Woods  604-823-4408  604-823-2243  pd33@bctf.ca Comox District Teachers' Association (71) Lisa Pedersen-Skene    250-897-0487  pd71@bctf.ca Coquitlam Teachers' Association (43) Michael Galliford  604-464-8581  604-937-8045  pd43@bctf.ca Cowichan District Teachers' Association (65) Naomi Nilsson  250-748-2251  250-746-7849  pd65@bctf.ca Sabina Reska  250-743-6916  250-743-6915  pd65@bctf.ca Cranbrook District Teachers' Association (2) Carol Johns  250-489-4391  250-489-0600  pd02@bctf.ca Colette Grasdal  250-426-5241  250-426-6673  pd02@bctf.ca Creston Valley Teachers' Association (861) Melissa Feragotti  250-428-2051  250-428-2019  pd861@bctf.ca Delta Teachers' Association (37) Fiona Higgs    604-599-1786  pd37@bctf.ca Fernie District Teachers' Association (1) Linda Christenson  250-425-6666  250-425-6661  pd01@bctf.ca Sarah Larsen      pd01@bctf.ca Fort Nelson District Teachers' Association (81) Shirley Kenney  250-774-6941  250-774-6988  pd81@bctf.ca Fraser-Cascade Teachers' Association (78) Kathleen Koopman      pd78@bctf.ca Gold Trail Teachers' Association (74) Elizabeth Griggs  250-256-4274  250-256-4275  pd74@bctf.ca Golden Teachers' Association (18) Margaret Calladine  250-344-6317    pd18@bctf.ca Greater Victoria Teachers' Association (61) Lucinda Graf  250-727-0188  250-727-2079  pd61@bctf.ca Gulf Islands Teachers' Association (64) James Lightfoot  250-653-9223  250-653-2090  pd64@bctf.ca Haida Gwaii Teachers' Association (50) Autum Gates    250-626-3214  pd50@bctf.ca Monika Hausmann    250-626-3214  pd50@bctf.ca Kamloops Thompson Teachers' Association (73) David Comrie    250-377-2257  pd73@bctf.ca Kimberley Teachers' Association (3) Bethany Turcon      pd03@bctf.ca Craig Hillman  250-427-4827  250-427-7106  pd03@bctf.ca Kitimat District Teachers' Association (80) Katherine Johnsen  250-632-6174  888-539-4732  pd80@bctf.ca Michele Sutherland  250-632-2912  888-574-1126  pd80@bctf.ca Kootenay Columbia Teachers' Union (20) John Horcoff      pd20@bctf.ca Kootenay Lake Teachers' Association (862) Dennis Larcombe  250-229-4224  250-353-7434  pd862@bctf.ca Lake Cowichan Teachers' Association (66) Christine Rolls  250-748-0011  250-749-4030  pd66@bctf.ca Langley Teachers' Association (35) Sandy Ho  604-888-3033  604-888-2873  pd35@bctf.ca Mackenzie Teachers' Association (572) Amber Raycraft  250-963-7060  250-963-7381  pd572@bctf.ca Christa Barnes  250-997-6340  250-997-5075  pd572@bctf.ca Karen Chadha  250-997-6340  250-997-5075  pd572@bctf.ca Maple Ridge Teachers' Association (42) Suzanne Hall  604-463-6414  604-466-6265  pd42@bctf.ca McBride-Valemount Teachers' Association (573) Brian Hanson    250-566-4551  pd573@bctf.ca Jennifer L'Arrivee  250-569-2295  250-569-2620  pd573@bctf.ca Julia Howard  250-569-2295  250-569-2620  pd573@bctf.ca Mission Teachers' Union (75) Anna Heavenor  604-820-4587  604-820-9505  pd75@bctf.ca Mount Arrowsmith Teachers' Association (69) Denise Spencer-Dahl  250-248-3296  250-954-1734  pd69@bctf.ca Lesley Rowan  250-752-5651  250-752-8604  pd69@bctf.ca Nanaimo District Teachers' Association (68) Colleen Skipper  250-758-6892  250-758-2373  pd68@bctf.ca Michael Silverton    250-751-8840  pd68@bctf.ca Nechako Teachers' Union (56) Cindy Miller  250-996-7126  250-996-7708  pd56@bctf.ca Shawn Lank  250-699-6233  250-699-7753  pd56@bctf.ca Nelson District Teachers' Association (7) Monica Doyle  250-352-3186  250-352-3183  pd07@bctf.ca Tamara Martin  250-352-5538  250-352-3119  pd07@bctf.ca New Westminster Teachers' Union (40) Romeo Lavrencic  604-517-6316  604-517-6204  pd40@bctf.ca Sandra Lee  604-517-6090  604-517-6091  pd40@bctf.ca Nisga'a Teachers' Union (92) Charity Peal  250-633-2225  250-633-2669  pd92@bctf.ca Samantha Lambright  250-326-4206  250-633-2916  pd92@bctf.ca Sara Beardsell  250-633-2225  250-633-2669  pd92@bctf.ca North Okanagan-Shuswap Teachers' Association (83) Kyla Hadden  250-836-2831  250-836-2664  pd83@bctf.ca North Vancouver Teachers' Association (44) Maria Aiello  604-903-3750  604-903-3751  pd44@bctf.ca Okanagan Skaha Teachers' Union (67) Angela Seppola  250-770-7683  250-492-5981  pd67@bctf.ca Peace River North Teachers' Association (60) Jessica Dmytruk  250-793-9125  250-630-2323  pd60@bctf.ca Peace River South Teachers' Association (591) Angela Connelly    250-782-9604  pd591@bctf.ca Powell River District Teachers' Association (47) Wendy Adams  604-485-5660    pd47@bctf.ca Prince George District Teachers' Association (571) Glen Thielmann  250-562-9525  250-564-4875  pd571@bctf.ca Prince Rupert District Teachers' Union (52) Colleen Pudsey    250-627-1348  pd52@bctf.ca Marla Gamble    250-627-1348  pd52@bctf.ca Raegan Sawka  250-627-1536  250-627-1443  pd52@bctf.ca Princeton District Teachers' Union (17) Gordon Bibby  250-295-3218  250-295-7914  pd17@bctf.ca Mary Bell  250-295-3218  250-295-7914  pd17@bctf.ca Quesnel District Teachers' Association (28) Carlie Borrett  250-991-5566  250-991-5565  pd28@bctf.ca Revelstoke Teachers' Association (19) Stacey Grimm  250-837-2173  250-837-7164  pd19@bctf.ca Richmond Teachers' Association (38) Christian Matheson  604-668-6665  604-668-6569  pd38@bctf.ca Saanich Teachers' Association (63) Holly Mair  250-704-4972  250-479-9870  pd63@bctf.ca Sarah Windle  250-652-9261  250-652-2094  pd63@bctf.ca Sea to Sky Teachers' Association (48) April Lowe  604-898-3688  604-898-4706  pd48@bctf.ca SEPF (93) Alain Paquin  604-437-4849  604-437-9630  pd93@bctf.ca Linda Theriault  250-220-6010  250-220-6014  pd93@bctf.ca Monica Monus    604-214-9881  pd93@bctf.ca Sooke Teachers' Association (62) Brian Hotovy  250-474-1291  250-478-0738  pd62@bctf.ca Kristine Kosolofski  250-478-3232  250-391-9624  pd62@bctf.ca South Okanagan Similkameen Teachers' Union (53) Nicola MacNaughton  250-498-3468  250-498-0339  pd53@bctf.ca Stikine Teachers' Association (87) Alithia Gillies    250-771-4343  pd87@bctf.ca Andre Lagace    250-771-4343  pd87@bctf.ca Sunshine Coast Teachers' Association (46) Patrick McCallum  604-885-3216  604-885-7991  pd46@bctf.ca Surrey Teachers' Association (36) Anne McNamee      pd36@bctf.ca Stephen Anderson      pd36@bctf.ca Terrace District Teachers' Union (881) Karen Andrews  250-635-3115  888-456-3464  pd881@bctf.ca Upper Skeena Teachers (882) Jan Thorburn  250-842-5214  888-503-6959  pd882@bctf.ca Shirley Hobenshield  250-849-5484  888-594-2271  pd882@bctf.ca Vancouver Elementary School Teachers' Association (391) Allison Jambor      pd391@bctf.ca Patricia Gudlaugson      pd391@bctf.ca Vancouver Island North Teachers' Association (85) Sarah Soltau-Heller  250-949-6418  250-949-6485  pd85@bctf.ca Vancouver Island West Teachers' Union (84) Adam Barber    250-761-4234  pd84@bctf.ca Glyn Howell    250-934-6578  pd84@bctf.ca Vancouver Secondary Teachers' Association (392) Mary Filleul    604-713-5076  pd392@bctf.ca Vernon Teachers' Association (22) Robyn Ladner    250-545-7680  pd22@bctf.ca West Vancouver Teachers' Association (45) Rosemary Murray  604-981-1200  604-981-1201  pd45@bctf.ca Shannon Gray  604-981-1130  604-981-1131  pd45@bctf.ca Windermere Teachers' Association (4) Robyn Oliver  250-342-9213  250-342-4499  pd04@bctf.ca About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy Close Window Print Page   BCTF Professional Development Chairpersons Sorted by local name. Click here for sort by local number. Local Chair School Phone School Fax E-mail Abbotsford District Teachers' Association (34) Brenda Head    604-850-7692  pd34@bctf.ca Alberni District Teachers' Union (701) Stephanie Hopkins  250-723-7522  250-723-7557  pd701@bctf.ca Arrow Lakes Teachers' Association (10) Paula Rogers  250-358-7222  250-358-2533  pd10@bctf.ca Boundary District Teachers' Association (51) Catherine Pankoff  250-442-8275  250-442-5388  pd51@bctf.ca Linda Rawlings-Dolezsar  250-442-5313  250-442-5317  pd51@bctf.ca Bulkley Valley Teachers' Union (54) Kristina Willing  250-847-2231  250-847-2165  pd54@bctf.ca Mary Neto  250-847-2231  250-847-2165  pd54@bctf.ca Burnaby Teachers' Association (41) Alexandra Peters  604-664-7056  604-664-8734  pd41@bctf.ca Barbara Henderson  604-664-8727  604-664-8818  pd41@bctf.ca Patricia Dolton      pd41@bctf.ca Burns Lake District Teachers' Union (55) Lisa Mason  250-698-7301  250-698-7349  pd55@bctf.ca Campbell River District Teachers' Association (72) Adria Anne Gleeson  250-286-0511  250-286-0938  pd72@bctf.ca Cariboo-Chilcotin Teachers' Association (27) Shirley Giroux  250-398-5800  250-398-5206  pd27@bctf.ca Central Coast Teachers' Association (49) Coleen Fraser  250-799-5556  250-799-5757  pd49@bctf.ca Stephen Dishkin  250-982-2355  250-982-2720  pd49@bctf.ca Central Okanagan Teachers' Association (23) Joe Jamison  250-868-1135  250-870-5020  pd23@bctf.ca Chetwynd Teachers' Association (592) Gysbert Ruiter  250-788-2267  250-788-9729  pd592@bctf.ca Chilliwack Teachers' Association (33) Angela Woods  604-823-4408  604-823-2243  pd33@bctf.ca Comox District Teachers' Association (71) Lisa Pedersen-Skene    250-897-0487  pd71@bctf.ca Coquitlam Teachers' Association (43) Michael Galliford  604-464-8581  604-937-8045  pd43@bctf.ca Cowichan District Teachers' Association (65) Naomi Nilsson  250-748-2251  250-746-7849  pd65@bctf.ca Sabina Reska  250-743-6916  250-743-6915  pd65@bctf.ca Cranbrook District Teachers' Association (2) Carol Johns  250-489-4391  250-489-0600  pd02@bctf.ca Colette Grasdal  250-426-5241  250-426-6673  pd02@bctf.ca Creston Valley Teachers' Association (861) Melissa Feragotti  250-428-2051  250-428-2019  pd861@bctf.ca Delta Teachers' Association (37) Fiona Higgs    604-599-1786  pd37@bctf.ca Fernie District Teachers' Association (1) Linda Christenson  250-425-6666  250-425-6661  pd01@bctf.ca Sarah Larsen      pd01@bctf.ca Fort Nelson District Teachers' Association (81) Shirley Kenney  250-774-6941  250-774-6988  pd81@bctf.ca Fraser-Cascade Teachers' Association (78) Kathleen Koopman      pd78@bctf.ca Gold Trail Teachers' Association (74) Elizabeth Griggs  250-256-4274  250-256-4275  pd74@bctf.ca Golden Teachers' Association (18) Margaret Calladine  250-344-6317    pd18@bctf.ca Greater Victoria Teachers' Association (61) Lucinda Graf  250-727-0188  250-727-2079  pd61@bctf.ca Gulf Islands Teachers' Association (64) James Lightfoot  250-653-9223  250-653-2090  pd64@bctf.ca Haida Gwaii Teachers' Association (50) Autum Gates    250-626-3214  pd50@bctf.ca Monika Hausmann    250-626-3214  pd50@bctf.ca Kamloops Thompson Teachers' Association (73) David Comrie    250-377-2257  pd73@bctf.ca Kimberley Teachers' Association (3) Bethany Turcon      pd03@bctf.ca Craig Hillman  250-427-4827  250-427-7106  pd03@bctf.ca Kitimat District Teachers' Association (80) Katherine Johnsen  250-632-6174  888-539-4732  pd80@bctf.ca Michele Sutherland  250-632-2912  888-574-1126  pd80@bctf.ca Kootenay Columbia Teachers' Union (20) John Horcoff      pd20@bctf.ca Kootenay Lake Teachers' Association (862) Dennis Larcombe  250-229-4224  250-353-7434  pd862@bctf.ca Lake Cowichan Teachers' Association (66) Christine Rolls  250-748-0011  250-749-4030  pd66@bctf.ca Langley Teachers' Association (35) Sandy Ho  604-888-3033  604-888-2873  pd35@bctf.ca Mackenzie Teachers' Association (572) Amber Raycraft  250-963-7060  250-963-7381  pd572@bctf.ca Christa Barnes  250-997-6340  250-997-5075  pd572@bctf.ca Karen Chadha  250-997-6340  250-997-5075  pd572@bctf.ca Maple Ridge Teachers' Association (42) Suzanne Hall  604-463-6414  604-466-6265  pd42@bctf.ca McBride-Valemount Teachers' Association (573) Brian Hanson    250-566-4551  pd573@bctf.ca Jennifer L'Arrivee  250-569-2295  250-569-2620  pd573@bctf.ca Julia Howard  250-569-2295  250-569-2620  pd573@bctf.ca Mission Teachers' Union (75) Anna Heavenor  604-820-4587  604-820-9505  pd75@bctf.ca Mount Arrowsmith Teachers' Association (69) Denise Spencer-Dahl  250-248-3296  250-954-1734  pd69@bctf.ca Lesley Rowan  250-752-5651  250-752-8604  pd69@bctf.ca Nanaimo District Teachers' Association (68) Colleen Skipper  250-758-6892  250-758-2373  pd68@bctf.ca Michael Silverton    250-751-8840  pd68@bctf.ca Nechako Teachers' Union (56) Cindy Miller  250-996-7126  250-996-7708  pd56@bctf.ca Shawn Lank  250-699-6233  250-699-7753  pd56@bctf.ca Nelson District Teachers' Association (7) Monica Doyle  250-352-3186  250-352-3183  pd07@bctf.ca Tamara Martin  250-352-5538  250-352-3119  pd07@bctf.ca New Westminster Teachers' Union (40) Romeo Lavrencic  604-517-6316  604-517-6204  pd40@bctf.ca Sandra Lee  604-517-6090  604-517-6091  pd40@bctf.ca Nisga'a Teachers' Union (92) Charity Peal  250-633-2225  250-633-2669  pd92@bctf.ca Samantha Lambright  250-326-4206  250-633-2916  pd92@bctf.ca Sara Beardsell  250-633-2225  250-633-2669  pd92@bctf.ca North Okanagan-Shuswap Teachers' Association (83) Kyla Hadden  250-836-2831  250-836-2664  pd83@bctf.ca North Vancouver Teachers' Association (44) Maria Aiello  604-903-3750  604-903-3751  pd44@bctf.ca Okanagan Skaha Teachers' Union (67) Angela Seppola  250-770-7683  250-492-5981  pd67@bctf.ca Peace River North Teachers' Association (60) Jessica Dmytruk  250-793-9125  250-630-2323  pd60@bctf.ca Peace River South Teachers' Association (591) Angela Connelly    250-782-9604  pd591@bctf.ca Powell River District Teachers' Association (47) Wendy Adams  604-485-5660    pd47@bctf.ca Prince George District Teachers' Association (571) Glen Thielmann  250-562-9525  250-564-4875  pd571@bctf.ca Prince Rupert District Teachers' Union (52) Colleen Pudsey    250-627-1348  pd52@bctf.ca Marla Gamble    250-627-1348  pd52@bctf.ca Raegan Sawka  250-627-1536  250-627-1443  pd52@bctf.ca Princeton District Teachers' Union (17) Gordon Bibby  250-295-3218  250-295-7914  pd17@bctf.ca Mary Bell  250-295-3218  250-295-7914  pd17@bctf.ca Quesnel District Teachers' Association (28) Carlie Borrett  250-991-5566  250-991-5565  pd28@bctf.ca Revelstoke Teachers' Association (19) Stacey Grimm  250-837-2173  250-837-7164  pd19@bctf.ca Richmond Teachers' Association (38) Christian Matheson  604-668-6665  604-668-6569  pd38@bctf.ca Saanich Teachers' Association (63) Holly Mair  250-704-4972  250-479-9870  pd63@bctf.ca Sarah Windle  250-652-9261  250-652-2094  pd63@bctf.ca Sea to Sky Teachers' Association (48) April Lowe  604-898-3688  604-898-4706  pd48@bctf.ca SEPF (93) Alain Paquin  604-437-4849  604-437-9630  pd93@bctf.ca Linda Theriault  250-220-6010  250-220-6014  pd93@bctf.ca Monica Monus    604-214-9881  pd93@bctf.ca Sooke Teachers' Association (62) Brian Hotovy  250-474-1291  250-478-0738  pd62@bctf.ca Kristine Kosolofski  250-478-3232  250-391-9624  pd62@bctf.ca South Okanagan Similkameen Teachers' Union (53) Nicola MacNaughton  250-498-3468  250-498-0339  pd53@bctf.ca Stikine Teachers' Association (87) Alithia Gillies    250-771-4343  pd87@bctf.ca Andre Lagace    250-771-4343  pd87@bctf.ca Sunshine Coast Teachers' Association (46) Patrick McCallum  604-885-3216  604-885-7991  pd46@bctf.ca Surrey Teachers' Association (36) Anne McNamee      pd36@bctf.ca Stephen Anderson      pd36@bctf.ca Terrace District Teachers' Union (881) Karen Andrews  250-635-3115  888-456-3464  pd881@bctf.ca Upper Skeena Teachers (882) Jan Thorburn  250-842-5214  888-503-6959  pd882@bctf.ca Shirley Hobenshield  250-849-5484  888-594-2271  pd882@bctf.ca Vancouver Elementary School Teachers' Association (391) Allison Jambor      pd391@bctf.ca Patricia Gudlaugson      pd391@bctf.ca Vancouver Island North Teachers' Association (85) Sarah Soltau-Heller  250-949-6418  250-949-6485  pd85@bctf.ca Vancouver Island West Teachers' Union (84) Adam Barber    250-761-4234  pd84@bctf.ca Glyn Howell    250-934-6578  pd84@bctf.ca Vancouver Secondary Teachers' Association (392) Mary Filleul    604-713-5076  pd392@bctf.ca Vernon Teachers' Association (22) Robyn Ladner    250-545-7680  pd22@bctf.ca West Vancouver Teachers' Association (45) Rosemary Murray  604-981-1200  604-981-1201  pd45@bctf.ca Shannon Gray  604-981-1130  604-981-1131  pd45@bctf.ca Windermere Teachers' Association (4) Robyn Oliver  250-342-9213  250-342-4499  pd04@bctf.ca)
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(20141006,www.cbc.ca,http://www.cbc.ca/news/world/joshua-wong-meet-the-teen-mastermind-of-hong-kong-s-umbrella-revolution-1.2784105,Joshua Wong: Meet the teen mastermind of Hong Kong's 'umbrella revolution' - World - CBC News Accessibility Links Skip to main content Skip to CBC accessibility page   CBC Global Navigation CBC.ca News News Menu Sports Sports Menu Music   Radio Radio Menu TV TV Menu My Region Menu   More CBC Menu   Watch Watch Menu Listen Listen Menu     CBC News World Major StoriesIn The News In the news Canada and ISIS Ebola outbreak Bottle vs. tap Hong Kong protests CBC News Navigation Home World Canada Politics Business Health Arts & Entertainment Technology & Science Community Weather Video World Photo Galleries Profile Joshua Wong: Meet the teen mastermind of Hong Kong's 'umbrella revolution' Joshua Wong, 17, co-started Scholarism movement to fight against proposed national education By Aleksandra Sagan, CBC News Posted: Oct 02, 2014 11:33 AM ET Last Updated: Oct 03, 2014 5:48 AM ET Joshua Wong, 17, is the leader of Scholarism, which is one of the groups galvanizing Hong Kong students to demand a fully democratic election when they select their next leader in 2017. (黃之鋒 Joshua/Facebook) Related Stories Hong Kong protests: Stories, videos, photos Hong Kong protests: Latest reports from the 'Umbrella Revolution' Hong Kong protesters fear lack of leadership going into government talks Hong Kong protests: China may be spying with smartphone apps Hong Kong protests: 5 things to know about the 'umbrella revolution' Hong Kong protests: Echoes of Tiananmen in today's demonstrations He may not be considered an adult in Hong Kong, but already 17-year-old Joshua Wong is taking on the government for the second time — along with his tens of thousands of supporters. "I think he's probably one of the most respected leaders," says Kristof Van Den Troost, a lecturer at the Chinese University of Hong Kong. Van Den Troost has lived in the city for nearly 10 years and has been attending the protests daily since they started. On mobile? Click here for CBC's Hong Kong liveblog​ Get the latest information on the Hong Kong protests 5 things to know about the 'umbrella revolution' Echoes of Tiananmen in Hong Kong's 'most civil' disobedience: Patrick Brown Wong isn't old enough to vote, but the lanky teenager has emerged as the face of the pro-democracy protests that have been going strong in Hong Kong since mid-September. He is determined to make Hong Kong's 2017 election for the government's top job democratic. Beijing ruled in late August that it won't permit open nominations. Protests 'intensified' by Wong's arrest Scholarism, a group Wong co-founded, is one of three leading the protests against Beijing's decision. It started as a week-long boycott of university and high-school classes, but escalated Sept. 26 on when throngs of students — Wong among them — occupied Civic Square, which houses the city's central government buildings. Wong and a handful of others scaled a fence and stormed the buildings. They were arrested late Friday. "The protests really intensified after he got arrested," says Van Den Troost. "One of the first demands was to release him." It's not surprising, considering the teen in the oversized T-shirts and black-rimmed glasses has quite the loyal following. He's gained thousands of followers. More than 200,000 people have liked his personal Facebook page, while his Scholarism movement has amassed nearly 300,000 followers. After he asked supporters to join FireChat, an app that lets smartphone and tablet users communicate when there's no cellular or internet connection, more than 100,000 people reportedly downloaded it in less than 24 hours. Political awakening at 15 That momentum started to grow in 2011, during Wong's first head-to-head confrontation with government policy. 'I think he's probably one of the most respected leaders.'- Kristof Van Den Troost, Chinese University of Hong Kong lecturer Wong experienced a political awakening that year, he says on his Facebook page, after participating in protests against linking Hong Kong to China's high-speed rail network. He found his groove fighting for student rights shortly after. Wong co-founded Scholarism and used the internet to garner support from fellow students against a proposal to include national education in Hong Kong's curriculum. Wong and many others considered the addition to be socialist propaganda imported from mainland China, which regained control of Hong Kong under the so-called "one country, two systems" method of government in 1997 from the British. Some 120,000 people answered Scholarism's rallying call and at the protests' peak, gathered for a similar occupation of government offices.  Joshua Wong co-founded Scholarism in 2011, which he says was the year of his political awakening. He was 15 years old at the time. ( 黃之鋒 Joshua/Facebook) ​Those protests are where 32-year-old Hong Kong native Gladys Lau first heard young Wong speak. ​His small stature "marks a significant contrast to his inner strength, determination and will power," says Lau. Wong never seems nervous before gargantuan crowds, police or government leaders, says Lau, who last heard him speak before he initiated the Civic Square occupation. "He's able to convey ideas in a well-organized manner and give responses that are determined and not ambiguous." Eventually, Hong Kong shelved the national education plans under mounting pressure. After that successful campaign, media interest in the 17-year-old with the Justin Bieber haircut was so high that Wong had to call a press conference to announce his marks from end-of-high-school public examination last summer. Parents 'very proud' of son's influence For Wong, whose focus shifted to pushing for democratic elections after his success with the national education campaign, activism comes naturally. His parents, Grace and Roger Wong, reportedly took their son to a handful of protests while he was still very young. Hong Kong’s ‘umbrella revolution’ protesters take front line to social media China may be spying with smartphone apps Hong Kong police warn protesters not to charge buildings They raised him as a Christian — a religion he still identifies with. Wong recalls accompanying his father to visit some of the less fortunate in Hong Kong when he was much younger. "We have always brought up Joshua to be compassionate, caring, principled and loyal," Wong's parents wrote in a joint statement after their son had spent 25 hours in police custody, "and we are very proud of all that he is doing to make Hong Kong a better place for his generation, and our generation." Don't call Wong a hero Despite the attention and success, it's clear Wong is still a teenager at heart, admitting that even he can find politics a touch dull. He calls the discourse around democratic elections "really boring," in a HK Magazine article, recalling the "tedious" task of writing 3,000 words on electoral reform. 'The movement is now steered by each and every Hong Kong citizen.'- Joshua Wong, 17-year-old activist Even though activism is clearly a passion, he's not necessarily pleased with having the attention focused on him rather than the movement. In a translation of a Facebook post he wrote after being released from police custody, Wong says he feels "very uncomfortable" with being told that he's the hero Hong Kong relies on of the Hong Kong pro-democracy movement. "I even felt it was revolting," he writes, explaining that the true heroes are all the protesters who were able to stand up to police force while he was being detained. "The movement is now steered by each and every Hong Kong citizen." It's a sentiment that rings true for Lau, who has been attending some of the demonstrations. "If you don't speak for yourself at this very moment, the communist government will define the meaning of democracy for you," she says. "We don't want to be a silent victim." Report Typo Send Feedback Comments on this story are moderated according to our Submission Guidelines. Comments are welcome while open. We reserve the right to close comments at any time. Submission Policy Note: The CBC does not necessarily endorse any of the views posted. By submitting your comments, you acknowledge that CBC has the right to reproduce, broadcast and publicize those comments or any part thereof in any manner whatsoever. Please note that comments are moderated and published according to our submission guidelines. Stay Connected with CBC News Mobile Facebook Podcasts Twitter Alerts Newsletter Must Watch Most Viewed Ebola patient in Dallas 'fighting for his life' read comments China's 'anaconda strategy' for choking off Hong Kong protests read comments ISIS fight: Coalition airstrike casualties weigh on Canada's decision read comments Mass grave in Mexico contained 28 bodies, official says read comments Dallas Ebola case: Thomas Eric Duncan now in critical condition read comments Mexican police discover mass grave amid search for missing students read comments Bermuda-bound runner Reza Baluchi in floating 'hamster wheel' rescued at sea Typhoon Phanfone hits Japan, washing 3 U.S. airmen out to sea read comments Hong Kong protesters pull back to open streets to workers read comments Ebola outbreak: The limitation of airport screenings Right Communications The National Canada's destination for original journalism and stories with added depth and context. The Exchange with Amanda Lang The day's biggest business stories. Weeknights at 7 p.m. ET on CBC News Network Don't Miss Live ISIS mission gets aid injection as MPs debate air combat role in Iraq Updated Spanish nurse tests positive for Ebola after treating patient in Spain Analysis Post and Sun merger a doubtful pursuit of size and synergy: Don Pittis Patrick Brown In Hong Kong protest, China's 'Goliath' hasn't blinked yet Updated Vancouver sexual assaults prompt police warning New Glen Assoun's 1999 murder conviction under review Exclusive Saskatchewan massage therapist allowed to practise despite sexually assaulting client Quebecor sells 175 Sun Media newspapers and websites to Postmedia High school student among 2 people shot dead in Toronto Go Public Pharmacists' failure to check drug risks leads to 'horrible' death Ebola update: Dallas officials say 'crucial' week' for containment Updated Luka Magnotta trial: How Jun Lin met his killer still a mystery Columbus's ship? Shipwreck isn't Christopher Columbus's Santa Maria, UNESCO says Updated Hillary Clinton says military 'critical' but 'insufficient' against ISIS Canada Post Would you pay $20 a month to get mail delivered to your door? CBC Global Footer CBC.ca Aboriginal Books Contests Digital Archives Documentaries Kids Kids' CBC Preschool Music News Parents Program Guide Radio Sports Television Subscriptions CBC Player CBC Shop Corporate About CBC Transparency and Accountability Jobs Production Facilities Mobile Production Rentals Ombudsman CBC: Get the Facts Independent Producers Public Appearances Pitch a Radio or Audio Program Program and Content Sales Archive Sales Educational Sales Image Research Library & Still Photos Consumer Recordings Digital TV Stay Connected Mobile RSS Podcasts Member Services:Newsletters & Alerts CBC Links Terms Of Use Reuse & Permissions Advertise Privacy Site Map Help Contact Us CBC Radio-Canada Copyright © CBC 2014 cbc.radio-canada.ca cbc.ca radio-canada.ca)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=16834&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2008 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 2, October 2008  SFU establishes new graduate program for English teachers By May Yao The Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences at Simon Fraser University is offering a new Master of Arts for Teachers of English (MATE) at SFU’s stunning new Surrey Campus. The MATE Program, now in its second year, is designed to provide English teachers in the elementary, secondary, or college system with an opportunity to pursue advanced studies in English literature. As the only graduate program in Canada specifically for English teachers, MATE offers an innovative and accessible graduate degree program. “After consulting with a number of teachers who had struggled to complete our regular MA program, we thought what was needed was a special stream of our program that had teachers’ needs and schedules in mind,” says Dr. Tom Grieve, chair of SFU’s English Department. ”We developed introductory courses to get students up to speed with current approaches to literary study and with new research methods and core graduate courses in Shakespeare and 20th Century literature. The other graduate courses offer the same rewards and challenges as those in our regular program.” MATE offers a cohort structure, enrolling a select group of 12 to15 students a year. Classes are kept small to encourage active community building among students and between students and faculty. Courses are scheduled in the summer and in the evening, with online course components to supplement face-to-face instruction. Graduates will receive a significant increase to their base salary and can continue on to doctoral studies. Thus far MATE has attracted applicants from a wide range of Lower Mainland school districts and colleges, from White Rock and North Vancouver to Chilliwack. “The coursework is stimulating and challenging, and the structure of the cohort has generated a supportive and encouraging learning environment,” notes Deborah Stellingwerf, a current student. A secondary school teacher at Pacific Academy for the last six years, Stellingwerf has a Bachelor of Arts in English Literature (honours) from SFU. Adds Stellingwerf: “One of the things I appreciate the most is the willingness of the professors to accommodate the needs of working teachers when scheduling the classes and assignments.” Like Stellingwerf, other graduate students have chosen SFU's Masters of Arts for Teachers of English because of its intellectual engagement and breadth of scholarship. They were also attracted by the program's potential to cultivate their interpretative, critical, and scholarly skills as well as to develop professional competency in literary analysis and in writing. “After over 20 years of teaching, I have found the opportunity to re-invent myself as an English student to be stimulating, challenging, and exciting. The MATE Program has offered me a structure in which to read literature and to explore, discuss, and write about ideas,” says Maureen Butler, a local college teacher. “What I appreciate the most with MATE students,” says Dr. Clint Burnham, now in his second year with the program, “is how they combine a willingness to learn new approaches to literature with a solid base of experience in the classroom. Theory meets practice, and the seminars are both thought-provoking and unpredictable.” During the two-year program, students will take professional development seminars and six graduate courses covering a broad spectrum of traditional and new areas of English studies. A graduating essay completes degree requirements. For more information visit the MATE website: http://students.surrey.sfu.ca/arts/mate – May Yao, myao@sfu.ca)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7046,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 5, March 2006 547 more teachers Our job action has resulted in the hiring of 547 more teachers (full-time equivalents) to work with students. Locals worked out agreements with school boards to hire classroom teachers, special education teachers, and learning assistance teachers to help with oversized classes and problems of class composition. This is only the beginning of the restoration of services for our students. We continue to press the issue of class size and composition at the Learning Round Table and will be taking the issue forward in bargaining when it opens in April. We hosted a conference on class size and composition on February 10–11, 2006. Thanks to our job action, the government has finally acknowledged that our schools need more resources and that class size and composition are key concerns. We need to keep the issue in front of the public and the government. Teachers need to continue to speak out on issues of concern for students and teachers. Polling consistently tells us that teachers are the most credible source of information about our schools. – Peter Owens Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/richard-lee/gtm.start/,Richard Lee for Burnaby North - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Richard Lee A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Burnaby North Support Richard BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Richard_T_Lee last tweet "Maria Poe, @Lindareimermla, Inyeub Kim and Richard Lee at @SmallBusinessBC #InspireBC #Vancouver http://t.co/MLQcdkWIZx" @Richard_T_Lee - 03:39am Follow @Richard_T_Lee BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Richard T. Lee was re-elected to represent the riding of Burnaby North on May 14, 2013, and is currently serving as the Parliamentary Secretary for the Asia Pacific Strategy to the Minister of International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism. Richard was first elected as MLA for Burnaby North in 2001. Previously, he served as Parliamentary Secretary for Multiculturalism and Parliamentary Secretary for the Asia-Pacific Initiative. He has also served as vice chair of the Legislative Special Committee to Appoint a Merit Commissioner and chair of the Government Caucus Asian Economic Development Committee. Before being elected to the Legislature, Richard was a programmer analyst at TRIUMF, Canada’s national particle research facility. In 1976, he earned a Combined Honours Bachelor of Science degree from UBC in physics and mathematics, and in 1980 received a Masters of Science from UBC in Applied Mathematics. Richard worked at UBC’s Department of Mathematics from 1975 to 1979. In 1979, he started working at TRIUMF, and in 1982 became a programmer analyst. Richard attended the United States Particle Accelerator School at Berkeley in 1989 and once again in 1990 at Harvard University. Richard’s community service appointments include: British Columbia Heritage Language Association director; Burnaby District Parents’ Advisory Council member; Burnaby Chinese Parents Association vice-president; Burnaby Multicultural Society director; Burnaby Voters Non-Partisan Association director; and Civic Education Society director. In 1971, Richard moved to British Columbia, where his grandfather settled in 1913. He and his wife Anne married in 1986 and settled in Burnaby. They have three children. Get in touch with Richard Burnaby North Constituency Office 1833 Willingdon Avenue Burnaby, BC V5C 5R3 Phone: (604) 775-0778 Fax: (604) 775-0833 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4" (250) 356- 3052 Email Richard Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/DidYouKnow.aspx?id=31360,BCTF > Did You Know #2, October 2013  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Did You Know archives 2013–14  2012–13  2011-12    2010–11  2009–10     Home > Publications > Newsletters and Alerts > Did You Know > 2013-14 Archive Did You Know?  PDF format   2012–13 class composition worsens  The BCTF recently submitted its Education Funding Brief to the provincial government. The brief shows that while BC continues to fall behind in nearly every  category of funding when compared to other provinces, class composition continues to deteriorate. As the chart below demonstrates, there were 14,885 classes  with four or more designated students with special needs in 2012–13, an  increase of 2,234  classes  over  2011–12. Of these, 3,485  classes  had seven or more students entitled to an  IEP. These  numbers reveal that the Learning Improvement Fund is not a panacea. Rather, it covers  up  ongoing reductions to teaching and learning conditions. In fact, there were 33 fewer teaching positions in 2012–13 than the previous year. The BCTF calls on the  government to:  Increase funding to support students with special needs—smaller classes  and more special education and learning assistance specialist teachers. Restore other specialist positions that support all students. Click to enlarge image. No. 2 – October 2013     Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=22382&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 23, Number 5, March 2011   Health and safety: All I need is the air I breathe By Karen Langenmaier  Contrary to popular thought, you may not be suffering from stress. You may be reacting to variations in, or lack of, adequate fresh air or toxins in your work environment. With indoor air quality (IAQ) problems you don’t break out in red welts, you don’t cough blood, and you don’t pass out. But, given a chronic lack of fresh air and breathing toxins all day, you could suffer from any or all of these symptoms. Remember, it’s not the first cigarette that kills you. People spend up to 90% of their time indoors, particularly in the winter. Contaminants that come from moulds, photocopiers, printers, scented felt markers, glues, paints, rubber mats, cleaning products, viruses, bacteria, solvents used in technology shops, chemicals in the science lab, perfumes and cologne, and countless other sources all add to a toxic soup that we breathe on a daily basis. Sections 4.70 to 4.80 in the Workers Compensation Occupational Health and Safety Regulation cover the requirements for indoor air quality for workplaces in BC. Section 4.79(1) states in part, that the employer must ensure that the indoor air quality is investigated when complaints are reported. The most common IAQ complaint is mould. Moulds require moisture and a source of nutrient in the form of organic matter and will continue to grow as long as these conditions exist. Many porous building materials such as drywall, insulation, ceiling tile, and wood contain organic material. Without the nutrients, mould will die or become dormant and can become active again years later if the conditions support the active growth. The primary method of mould spread is through the release of spores into the air. It can also be directly transmitted by being rubbed from one surface to another. Many school districts respond to requests of testing for mould by contracting environmental companies that typically will conduct a spore count test in which they compare the number of spores outdoor to the number of spores indoors. If the indoor number exceeds the outdoor count significantly, they conclude that there is active mould growth and remediation methods are recommended. If however, the spores are equal to or less than the outside, the conclusion often is that there is not active mould growth. Keep in mind that spores are the means in which mould is transferred from surface to surface. If the mould is actively growing behind the drywall, or ceiling tile, there may not be a transmission of mould to another surface but there continues to be active mould growth. Active mould growth gives off volatile organic compounds (VOCs) which are what you smell and contribute to the health symptoms (think low VOC paint). Dr. Karen Bartlett from the School of Environmental Health at UBC, who is one of western Canada’s leading experts on mould says that “if you can smell mould, there is active mould growth.” The only reliable way in which to determine if there is active growth is to take samples of the wall structure, or to do a physical inspection taking the wall cladding off to look behind. Walls around sinks, windows, and doors typically are susceptible to mould growth as are frames of portable classrooms that do not have adequate eavestroughing. In summary, workers at any workplace should know that they have the right to report indoor air quality concerns and that the employer is obligated to investigate these concerns. Workers also have the right to take part in how the testing is done and to know the results and the implications. The WorkSafeBC website: www.worksafebc.com has valuable information on indoor air quality through a publication called Indoor Air Quality: a guide for building owners, managers, and occupants. It is a very user-friendly publication that outlines the regulatory language and processes to follow when an indoor air quality problem is reported. The BCTF website also has a copy of the BCTF Occupational Health and Safety manual, which covers the same information. The Health Canada website, www.hc-sc.gc.ca has a document called Indoor Air Quality—Tools for schools action kit for Canadian schools. For further information, please contact the BCTF health and safety officer, Karen Langenmaier at 604-871-1891 or klangenmaier@bctf.ca. Karen Langenmaier, Health & Safety Officer, BCTF Income Security Division. )
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "October is #FosterFamilyMonth. Thank you #BC for opening your homes and hearts to more than 5,900 children and youth." @John_Yap - 11:14pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=22901,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 23, Number 6, April 2011   BCTF Advantage spring update By Patti McLaughlin  The BCTF Advantage Program has four new additions to its marketplace offerings. Thanks to our new partners at Canadian Direct Insurance, we have struck a deal for special rate tickets to the Vancouver Giants hockey games. Hockey tickets are available to BCTF members and their families for $15 each. In addition, we have two new partners offering valuable discounts to teachers in the market for pool and spa supplies. Sunshine Pools and Spas, in Kelowna, is offering a 12% discount to teachers on water care, pool and spa accessories, and hot tubs. They hope to attract potential customers from all over the Okanagan. In the Lower Mainland, H20 Spas, in Delta is offering a 15% discount on pool chemicals, and a further BCTF discount on hot tubs—a substantial savings on their factory-direct hot tubs, which suit all massage therapy conditions. Finally, with summer plans now beginning to take shape for many teachers, we encourage you to have a look under the travel page of the Advantage Program. Our newest edition there is BCTF Advantage Discount Hotels—our partner, Local Hospitality, has been able to provide BCTF members with hotel rooms discounted by 10–20% on average. Check and compare Advantage Discount Hotels with other online providers. Just a reminder, the goods and services offered through the BCTF Advantage Program are available to BCTF members, BCTF retirees, and their families.  – Patti McLaughlin, Income Security Division   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/SD63Stellys?lang=ja,Stelly's Secondary(@SD63Stellys)さん | Twitter Twitter 検索クエリ Twitterを検索 検索メモ 削除 認証済みアカウント @ おすすめユーザー 認証済みアカウント @ 認証済みアカウント @ 言語: 日本語 Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe 繁體中文 简体中文 Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 アカウントをお持ちの場合は ログイン Twitter は初めてですか? 今すぐ登録 » ログイン 電話番号、メールアドレスまたはユーザー名 パスワード ログイン 保存する パスワードを忘れた場合はこちら 既にテキストメッセージで Twitter をご利用ですか? Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys ツイート 282 画像/動画 104 フォロー 34 フォロワー 209 お気に入り 1   その他 お気に入り リスト @SD63Stellysさんのミュートを解除 @SD63Stellysさんをミュート フォロー フォロー中 解除 ブロック中 ブロック解除 保留中 キャンセル Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys Home of the Stingers Saanichton, BC, Canada stellys.sd63.bc.ca 2012年4月に登録 104 画像と動画 ツイート ツイート ツイートと返信 Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys  ·  5 時間 4時間前 #stellys clubs day tomorrow in the gym. Come check out what is happening and get involved. There is something for everyone. 返信 0件の返信 リツイート リツイート済み 0件のリツイート お気に入りに登録 お気に入り 0件のお気に入り その他 ツイートをサイトに埋め込む East Saanich 2, British Columbia Stelly's Secondaryさんがリツイート Lori Lumley @TDRLori  ·  10月2日 Thank you Stellys for your INCREDIBLE welcome and shout out to Student Leadership for huge donation. GO STINGERS! pic.twitter.com/JUxvcan6cL Tour de Rockさん、Victoria PoliceさんとTina Pierikさん。 画像/動画をさらに表示 返信 0件の返信 リツイート リツイート済み 2件のリツイート 2 お気に入りに登録 お気に入り 4件のお気に入り 4 その他 ツイートをサイトに埋め込む Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys  ·  10月2日 Stelly's students line the halls for a parade of honour for the #tourderock riders. Thanks for… http://instagram.com/p/tqrZ3Iprov/  返信 0件の返信 リツイート リツイート済み 2件のリツイート 2 お気に入りに登録 お気に入り 3件のお気に入り 3 その他 ツイートをサイトに埋め込む Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys  ·  10月2日 RT @tpierik: Stelly's Tour de Rock mom! Proud kids! #stellys #tourderock #bced #sd63 pic.twitter.com/dqPDTMgm1z 画像/動画をさらに表示 返信 0件の返信 リツイート リツイート済み 0件のリツイート お気に入りに登録 お気に入り 0件のお気に入り その他 ツイートをサイトに埋め込む Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys  ·  10月2日 RT @tpierik: Welcome to Stelly's Tour de Rock! #stellys #sd63 #tourderock #bced pic.twitter.com/hmfiRTllZZ 画像/動画をさらに表示 返信 0件の返信 リツイート リツイート済み 0件のリツイート お気に入りに登録 お気に入り 0件のお気に入り その他 ツイートをサイトに埋め込む Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys  ·  10月2日 #stellys students and staff shaved heads to raise money for #tourderock & #copsforcancer Thanks for… http://instagram.com/p/tqKxejJrkz/  返信 0件の返信 リツイート リツイート済み 0件のリツイート お気に入りに登録 お気に入り 0件のお気に入り その他 ツイートをサイトに埋め込む Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys  ·  10月2日 #stellys is proud to welcome #tourderock visit today. Meet the teacher tonite 6:30-8:00. Early closure today at 2:05. 返信 0件の返信 リツイート リツイート済み 1件のリツイート 1 お気に入りに登録 お気に入り 1件のお気に入り 1 その他 ツイートをサイトに埋め込む Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys  ·  10月1日 RT @tpierik: Stelly's supporting Tour De Rock! #stellys #tourderock #sd63 pic.twitter.com/3PH2UO2qIv 画像/動画をさらに表示 返信 0件の返信 リツイート リツイート済み 0件のリツイート お気に入りに登録 お気に入り 1件のお気に入り 1 その他 ツイートをサイトに埋め込む Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys  ·  10月1日 RT @tpierik: A big Stelly's Thank you to Studio 63 Stylists! #stellys #tourderock #sd63 pic.twitter.com/i3LMo5Ta4u 画像/動画をさらに表示 返信 0件の返信 リツイート リツイート済み 0件のリツイート お気に入りに登録 お気に入り 1件のお気に入り 1 その他 ツイートをサイトに埋め込む Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys  ·  9月29日 Remember to bring in $2 for @CopsForCancer this week. #tourderock visits Thursday. #stellys staff head shaves fundraiser on wed 返信 0件の返信 リツイート リツイート済み 2件のリツイート 2 お気に入りに登録 お気に入り 2件のお気に入り 2 その他 ツイートをサイトに埋め込む Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys  ·  9月26日 Happy Friday #Stellys! Have a great weekend. 返信 0件の返信 リツイート リツイート済み 0件のリツイート お気に入りに登録 お気に入り 0件のお気に入り その他 ツイートをサイトに埋め込む Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys  ·  9月24日 Regular wednesday schedule today and picture day! #stellys 返信 0件の返信 リツイート リツイート済み 0件のリツイート お気に入りに登録 お気に入り 0件のお気に入り その他 ツイートをサイトに埋め込む Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys  ·  9月23日 Sept. 24th is picture day at #stellys. Wait that’s TOMORROW!! #whatamigoingtowear #howismyhair 返信 0件の返信 リツイート リツイート済み 0件のリツイート お気に入りに登録 お気に入り 0件のお気に入り その他 ツイートをサイトに埋め込む Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys  ·  9月23日 Congrats to grade 10 student, Elena Moss who finished 7th at the #wych in New Caledonia, France. #stelly's pride! 返信 0件の返信 リツイート リツイート済み 4件のリツイート 4 お気に入りに登録 お気に入り 3件のお気に入り 3 その他 ツイートをサイトに埋め込む Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys  ·  9月23日 11s & 12s only today from 1205 - 305. Regular #stellys classes start Wednesday. 返信 0件の返信 リツイート リツイート済み 0件のリツイート お気に入りに登録 お気に入り 0件のお気に入り その他 ツイートをサイトに埋め込む Stelly's Secondaryさんがリツイート SD63 Transportation @sd63bus  ·  9月22日 For Tuesday the 23rd. Elementary/Middle Schools, regular AM/PM schedules. Secondary's AM pickup between 11:20 and 11:58. Regular PM departs. 返信 0件の返信 リツイート リツイート済み 3件のリツイート 3 お気に入りに登録 お気に入り 0件のお気に入り その他 ツイートをサイトに埋め込む Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys  ·  9月22日 Excited to meet and reunite with new and returning #stellys students today! Reminder only 9s and 10s today from 12:05 - 3:05 #sd63 返信 0件の返信 リツイート リツイート済み 0件のリツイート お気に入りに登録 お気に入り 0件のお気に入り その他 ツイートをサイトに埋め込む Stelly's Secondaryさんがリツイート SD63 Transportation @sd63bus  ·  9月19日 All Secondary Schools for Mon the 22nd. AM pickup between 11:30 & 11:58. Departing from school at regular times. 返信 0件の返信 リツイート リツイート済み 5件のリツイート 5 お気に入りに登録 お気に入り 0件のお気に入り その他 ツイートをサイトに埋め込む Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys  ·  9月19日 Welcome back #stellys! We cant wait 2 see you! Monday Sept 22 Grade 9&10 only 12:05 to 3:05. Tuesday Sept 23 Grade 11&12 only 12:05 to 3:05 返信 0件の返信 リツイート リツイート済み 2件のリツイート 2 お気に入りに登録 お気に入り 0件のお気に入り その他 ツイートをサイトに埋め込む Stelly's Secondaryさんがリツイート SD 63 Saanich @sd63schools  ·  9月19日 Welcome back #sd63 students and staff. Please check local #sd63 school websites about startup for students on Monday http://www.sd63.bc.ca/news/2014/09/welcome-back … 返信 0件の返信 リツイート リツイート済み 3件のリツイート 3 お気に入りに登録 お気に入り 0件のお気に入り その他 ツイートをサイトに埋め込む Twitterは処理能力の限界を超えているか、一時的な不具合が発生しています。 再度、お試しください 詳しくはTwitterステータスをご覧ください。 閉じる Stelly's Secondaryさんがフォローしています Stelly's Secondaryのメッセージをお見逃しなく Saanichton, BC, Canada · 変更する © 2014 Twitter Twitterについて ヘルプ 広告情報 閉じる トレンド カスタマイズされたトレンド トレンドは気になる情報を手に入れるための便利な機能です。位置情報やフォローしているユーザーをもとに、カスタマイズされます。 変更する カスタマイズされたトレンドを利用する 世界中のトレンドを見てみましょう 完了 非表示にする 閉じる 以前の 次へ 閉じる プロフィールページへ 検索メモ 削除 認証済みアカウント @ おすすめユーザー 認証済みアカウント @ 認証済みアカウント @ 閉じる このツイートをリツイートしますか? キャンセル リツイート 閉じる このツイートを本当に削除しますか? キャンセル 削除 閉じる ブロック キャンセル ブロック ツイートに位置情報を追加する 位置情報と一緒にツイートした場合、Twitterはその位置情報も保存します。 毎回ツイートする際に、位置情報を付加する/付加しないを選択することができ、いつでも過去の位置情報を全て削除することも可能です。 詳しい説明 位置情報を許可 今はしない 位置情報を無効化 閉じる プロフィール 閉じる マイリスト 閉じる 新しいリストを作成 リスト名 説明 100文字以下(オプション) プライバシー 公開 · このリストは誰でもフォローできます 非公開 · 自分のみこのリストにアクセス可能 リストを保存 閉じる 閉じる このツイートをサイトに埋め込む 以下のコードをコピーしてサイトにツイートを埋め込むことができます。 もっと詳しく サーバーとの通信で問題が発生しました。もう一度お試しください 元のツイートを含める メディアを含める プレビュー 閉じる Twitterに登録する Twitterを使ってみませんか?興味のあることをフォローして最新情報をチェックしましょう。 アカウントをお持ちの場合は ログイン » 閉じる 双方向(送信と受信)のショートコード: 国 コード 次のキャリアの利用者 アメリカ 40404 (すべて) カナダ 21212 (すべて) イギリス 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 ブラジル 40404 Nextel, TIM ハイチ 40404 Digicel, Voila アイルランド 51210 Vodafone, O2 インド 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance インドネシア 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata イタリア 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » 他の国のSMSショートコードを見る 閉じる 確認)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=20434,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 4, January/February 2010  The FSA albatross By David Denyer As school finished for the holidays in December, an agreement was reached between the BCTF and the employer (BCPSEA) on the distribution of FSA materials by teachers to parents. The agreement, which is binding on all 60 school districts and teacher locals, states that teachers and locals can send home three pamphlets informing parents of BCTF concerns and positions on the FSA and provincial testing. The employer has agreed to the distribution of three BCTF/Local Union produced FSA pamphlets to parents via students or directly to parents at teacher/parent meetings: What Parents Need to Know, Testing? You bet., and What Parents Need to Know: Dear Parents withdrawal letter. Awareness of teacher concerns with the FSA and the proliferation of district assessments is growing. The BCTF has been seeking a constructive discussion with government on the use, necessity, and value of testing, and has asked government to agree to a moratorium and the establishment of a provincial task force to explore the issues and information about assessment. Each of the pamphlets addresses a number of aspects of the debate about testing, and dispel and clarify the misunderstandings and simplistic notions that have often been promoted by major news sources in regard to the views and position of the Federation. Distribution of these pamphlets is going to be particularly important in furthering the goal of having a rational, informed consideration of the purposes and need for testing and assessment. All elementary, middle-school, and secondary-school teachers are being encouraged to send home the Testing? You bet. pamphlet at any time, with report cards, or in middle and secondary schools sent just before midterm or final exams. Grade 4 and 7 teachers are being urged to send home the What Parents Need to Know: Dear Parents withdrawal letter before the FSAs are written. Materials sent home with students should be in a sealed envelope addressed to parents that shows it is from the union. David Denyer is assistant director and newsmagazine editor, BCTF Communications Division.  Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=22392,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 23, Number 5, March 2011   Set the table for bargaining By Susan Lambert  Article A.1 Term, Continuation and Renegotiation  The parties agree that not less than four (4) months preceding the expiry of this Collective Agreement, they will commence collective bargaining in good faith with the object of renewal or revision of this Collective Agreement and the concluding of a Collective Agreement for the subsequent period. – Collective Agreement   Notice before expiry of agreement  46 (1) Either party to a collective agreement…may at any time within 4 months immediately preceding the expiry of the agreement, by written notice require the other party to commence collective bargaining. Collective bargaining  47 If notice to commence collective bargaining has been given (a) the trade union and the employer, or (b) the parties to the collective agreement must, within 10 days after the date of the notice, commence to bargain collectively in good faith, and make every reasonable effort to conclude a collective agreement or a renewal or revision of it. – Labour Relations Code of BC  It’s March, four months before the expiry of our collective agreements. We’ve given notice and the employer must come to the table and bargain with us in good faith, to make every reasonable effort to conclude a collective agreement. We are bargaining. Teachers are governed by labour relations legislation. That legislation is the legacy of a social contract forged years ago, one in which workers gave up the right to job action within the term of a collective agreement in return for the right to periodically examine and renegotiate the terms and conditions of their employment—full bargaining rights. It is very important to understand this trade off and the terms of this social contract. Workers agreed to “work now and grieve later” and traded the right to take wildcat strike action within the term of a collective agreement, for the legislative guarantee of the right to freely renegotiate the full terms and conditions of work at the expiry of each contract. In this province, that social contract was broken by Bills 27, 28, and 29 in 2002, (and then again we believe by Bill 12, in 2005). The Liberal government, with this legislation, unilaterally stripped, from teacher collective agreements, class-size and composition provisions that teachers had negotiated (and sacrificed wage and benefit improvements for) over the course of the previous 20 years. This same Liberal government, with the stroke of the legislative pen, annihilated 10 local collective agreements and declared teaching an “essential service.” HEU appealed Bill 29 to the Supreme Court, and won. The legislation was a flagrant violation of the social contract, the charter, and a contravention of Canada’s commitment to international conventions. We contend the action to curtail our bargaining rights was also illegal and we have challenged Bill 27 and 28 in the courts. The tattered remnants of the social contract, which still form the legislative framework for bargaining in this province, require employers and unions to bargain in good faith to renegotiate a collective agreement before the old one expires. If that attempt fails, the legislation provides for impasse resolution mechanisms (strike/lockout) and details the process of setting these in place. The collective agreement must have expired, (ours expires on June 30, 2011) both parties must have fully canvassed all key issues to be re-negotiated, an LRB supervised strike vote must have been carried out and supported by a majority ballot, and the employer/ employees must receive 72 hours notice before a strike or lockout can commence. Our bargaining has started in a climate where successive waves of provincial education and funding policies have made teaching much harder and where the employer (the provincial government) has established a mandate that places a straitjacket on its bargaining agent, BCPSEA. Our expectations are high. We have waited patiently for this opportunity to negotiate improvements. We have watched as other provinces commit to recognizing the importance of the profession with compensation packages that far exceed ours, with preparation time provisions that far exceed ours, and with acknowledgements of professional autonomy and rights recognition that far exceed ours. If I taught in Edmonton, I would make $12,000 a year more than I do here in BC, I’d receive $6,000 more in Toronto and get 130 more minutes of preparation time. Can you imagine the improvements you could make to your teaching if you had such time to prepare, reflect, evaluate, and report on student learning? The parties to this bargain are far apart. In the months before our collective agreement expires we will spend as long as it takes engaging the employer and explaining that our working conditions are learning conditions for students and that we must attract and retain the brightest and best into teaching. And in the end if our best efforts at the table are not successful we may have to use the impasse resolution mechanisms in the legislation. We hope this will not be necessary but we are determined to negotiate a substantially improved contract for teachers. It’s time we created a year of teaching imbued with purpose and joy. A year of teaching with the time we need to teach. We need to create teaching conditions that honour professional autonomy and create learning conditions that maximize the opportunities of every child to succeed. We need to do that next year. We need to make sure this round of bargaining addresses our working conditions and the need for the profession to attract the brightest and best into teaching. We have set high goals for ourselves. To achieve them we will have to work together, your involvement is crucial. We have adopted a bargaining plan designed to bring bargaining back to local tables. It is our belief that the best solutions can be found when local issues are addressed by those who know them best. We will all have to attend to the process of bargaining and think together to determine our best course of action at every step along the way. We have set ourselves a complex task. I predict there will be no quick fixes in this round of bargaining. Our attention will have to be sustained and focussed. We cannot afford to pass on this opportunity. Teacher collective agreements in this province have always been positive factors in creating the quality of the public education system. This round can be no different. We know we can rely on each other to keep informed, to engage in decision-making, to forge unity, and commitment to collective actions if necessary. We’ve done so over and over again. Together we are stronger and better and together we will reach agreements across the province that respect teachers and teaching and strengthen public education. Susan Lambert is BCTF president.  Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=17618&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 5, March 2009  Yours for the asking Power of Peace awards The YMCA of Greater Vancouver invites you to attend the Power of Peace awards on May 1, 2009, at the Centre in Vancouver for Performing Arts. Our keynote speaker is Lieutenant General Romeo Dallaire (Ret), and various musical and dance performers will join us in celebrating the peacemakers among us. YMCA peace medals are awarded to a wide range of local individuals and organizations who are working to strengthen our communities by promoting peaceful solutions to violence, conflict, discrimination, and injustice. Through their actions, the winners have had a significant impact on the lives of others, either locally or elsewhere in the world, without any special resources or recognition. Local Peacemaker: Open to individuals of any age and groups working in their own community for equality, justice, and peace. International Peacemaker: Open to individuals of any age and groups working with an international community for a world based on equality, justice, and peace. Young Peacemaker: Open to individuals 18 years of age or younger or youth groups working locally or globally for equality, justice, and peace. Emerging Leader Peacemaker: Open to individuals and groups between 19 and 30 years of age working locally or globally for equality, justice, and peace. Contact Stacey Gheyssen, stacey.gheyssen@vanymca.org for more information about nominating an award winner or attending this event. Subsidized tickets are available for groups of youth. Up with Hope The Environmental Youth Alliance (EYA) invites you to be a part of the 2009 “Up with Hope” campaign, the second round of a monumental project that seeks to work with some of the poorest regions of East Africa in building sustainable businesses. The mission of this project is to create awareness of the living conditions of youth in developing countries and to provide the initial start-up capital to build recycling centres and sanitation blocks in the slums of Nairobi, Kenya. These facilities will be run by the local youth who are tackling the serious waste control problems in their neighbourhoods. EYA is looking to partner up schools from the Lower Mainland with primary schools from the slums of Nairobi. We would like to foster a global connection between youth across the globe through penpal programs using various media including hand-written letters, e-mails, and video. Please take a moment to see for yourself last year’s results in Kibera, Nairobi featured on CBC’s The National at http://tinyurl.com/49nqu3. If you are interested in participating in this year’s Up with Hope program, contact Justin Sekiguchi at Justin@eya.ca or by phone 778-885-4020. The Canadian Reader The Canadian Reader, is put out monthly by LesPlan Educational Services, who many of your members will know by our high-quality What in The World? current events resource. The Canadian Reader is aimed at Grades 3–5 students and is available in English and in French. It combines Canadian current events and issues with geography to expand students’ knowledge of Canada while enhancing their ability to read and understand informational text. Published eight times during the school year, each issue focuses on one of six key reading comprehension strategies, news stories, literacy-based lesson plans, ready-to-use graphic organizers and rubrics, a non-fiction comic strip, an informational cartoon strip, and a map assignment that focuses on a region of Canada. For more information: http://tinyurl.com/3wb6jo  Middle East studies Researchers at SFU are conducting a review of curriculum related to Middle East studies. Your comments will guide the development of curricular and pedagogical supports. When at least three responses are recorded, the project will donate curriculum materials related to the Middle East to your school’s library. For more information, contact: Nisha Parhar—nparhar@sfu.ca. To complete the anonymous survey: http://websurvey.sfu.ca/survey/22082995. For details about this review, contact the researchers: Dr. Ozlem Sensoy, Faculty of Education at SFU—ozlem@sfu.ca or Dr. Tamir Moustafa, School for International Studies at SFU—tmoustafa@sfu.ca.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13124&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 1998 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 11, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 1998 Top 10 lesson aids 1 Creative Writing for Senior Secondary Students.  Dan Lukiv. 100p. ©1997. This introductory creative writing program for Grade 12 exposes the student to all major literary genres. It offers the teacher a simple, methodical process that offers each student individual attention. The assignments and concepts can be teacher-delivered through the lecture format or a simpler teaching method involving distributing the course to students, encouraging them to get started, and answering questions personally or through group discussion. Grade 12. LA 1007—$8.95 2 Living in Space: Book I.  Developed by Science Weekly, Inc., Washington, DC. 48p. 1987. This book was written to support the NASA’s education program—“Operation Liftoff.” The objective of this material is to enhance the teaching of aerospace concepts. This book contains information and activities on food, clothing, health, housing, communication, and working in space. Grades 1–3. LA 8525—$12 3 Living in Space: Book II.  Developed by Science Weekly, Inc., Washington, DC 48p. 1987. This book was written to support the NASA education program—“Operation Liftoff.” The objective of this material is to enhance the teaching of aerospace concepts. This book contains information and activities on food, clothing, health, housing, communication, and working in space. Grades 4–6. LA 9569—$12 4 Great Canadian Political Cartoons: 1820 to 1914.  Charles and Cynthia Hou. 240p. 1997. This resource book contains more than 330 historical cartoons, which trace Canada’s political, economic, and social evolution up to the outbreak of WW I. The cartoons provide some revealing insights into present-day issues such as national unity and international relations. The cartoons in this collection cover a wide range of topics—from Canada’s colonial beginnings and growing independence to regionalism, immigration, trade, and foreign affairs. Many deal with social issues such as labour, women’s rights, prohibition, poverty, and racism. Grades 8–12, Teacher. LA 2013—$39.95 5 The Art of Decoding Political Cartoons—A Teacher’s Guide.  Charles and Cynthia Hou. 71p. ©1998. This guide presents a structured approach to using political cartoons in the classroom. The material in the first half of the guide illustrates various features of political cartoons and the devices cartoonists use to deliver a message. The material in the second half of the guide allows students to practise identifying and analyzing the various cartoon devices, detecting bias, and interpreting historical and contemporary cartoons. Grades 8–12, Teacher. LA 2013—$14.95 6 The Secret World of Og.  Teresa Haughn. 21p. 1985. A Grade 5 novel study package of questions and activities. Grade 5. LA 9071—$3.80 7 Poverty: A Student Learning Resource.  Sandy Cameron and Patrick Clarke. 40p. ©1997. The purpose of this unit is to inform students in B.C. schools on the issue of poverty. The information presented is intended to allow students some insights into the realities of living in poverty and also to help them understand and reflect on the causes and consequences of poverty. The ultimate objective is to have students develop sufficient awareness of local and global poverty as a significant social issue that they will resolve to help find ways to end it. The material is designed and written as a student resource. The activities included offer a variety of learning approaches, including co-operative group work and individual writing. Secondary. LA 2030—$5 Note: This lesson aid is also available online in both English and French. 8 Using Eric Carle’s Books in the Classroom.  Darlene B. Davis. 98p. ©1997. This theme unit is designed to explore the books and art work of Eric Carle. The resource package outlines a four- to six-week study of Eric Carle’s books that relate to themes such as insects, animals, self-esteem. The unit also outlines suggestions for art or math lessons. The package offers a variety of activities to enhance Eric Carle’s books from lesson plans, worksheets, pocket charts, and a reader’s theatre. Grades 1 and 2. LA 8090—$8.75 9 Kids’ Shop Smart Tours.  Laura Kalina. 51p. ©1998. This package of resource materials has been designed from input received from dieticians, teachers, parents, and primary students. The aim of the Kids’ Shop Smart program is to enhance the child’s food and nutrition knowledge in a fun, easy-to-deliver format for teachers. The kit includes a teacher’s overview, supermarket tour preparation, the tour, classroom activities, playing with your food recipes and activities, and program evaluation sheets. K–3 LA 2383—$3.50 10 Outline Maps.  Alice Tiles. 68p. 1980. For use in Grades 4-7 to facilitate the implementation of the prescribed social studies curriculum. Includes outline maps for the world, the continents, and numerous countries. LA 9270—$6.25 For a complete listing of over 900 BCTF Lesson Aids, consult the catalogue in your school library or the Lesson Aids online catalogue, www.bctf.ca/LessonAids To order any of the above lesson aids, enclose a cheque payable to the BCTF or authorized purchase order to BCTF Lesson Aids Service, 100-550 West 6th Avenue, Vancouver, BC V5Z 4P2. GST and postage/handling are included in the prices. Orders are sent by return mail.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12094,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2001 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 13, Number 6, April 2001 Training kitchens or fast-food courts? by Pierre Dubrulle On September 24, 1999, I read an article in The Province, titled "School lunch breakthrough." The author, Peter Clough, was praising the newly opened food court at Terry Fox Secondary School, in Port Coquitlam, and he qualified the existing cafeteria as "old and boring where kids trade peanut butter sandwiches for soggy microwaved pizza pops." The comments might have been appropriate a couple of decades ago, but things have changed for the better. Culinary arts is one of a handful of dual programs: students who attend regularly meet their fine arts and applied skilled requirements. For instance, locally developed courses such as gingerbread-house making, and lard sculpting give students throughout the province a chance to participate and compete in their annual competitions. In my district, cake decorating has been locally recognized as a fine arts course. What would happen to these courses if teaching kitchens were replaced with fast-food courts? Students would be losing out, as the courses would not be offered any more. There are 75 teaching kitchens in B.C., all run by fine certificated teachers. Some who are not certificated attend the UBC Chef’s Education Program and are working toward getting a Bachelor of Education. I am in this category and have been attending university part time during the school year and full time during the summer. Students who join culinary arts are regular students or career-preparation students. Both groups are eager to learn either some life skills or a trade. Career-preparation students need to complete 100 hours of trade-related work experience; the regular students will do 30 hours. Where would the students enrolled in these courses go, were the teaching kitchens of B.C. replaced by fast-food courts? Chef instructors are also certified to teach the Food Safe level-one course. It is mandatory for all culinary arts students to be in possession of the Food Safe certificate, giving them an advantage when seeking a job in the food and hospitality or tourism trades. Who would teach them this valued course, dealing with microbiology and personal hygiene? Subway or Pizza Hut? I doubt it! In addition, some chef instructors are involved in the delivery of the B.C. Secondary School Apprenticeship Program, enabling students to move directly into the apprenticeship-training system while attending school and graduating. The program is more and more popular with students interested in a trade, as they get paid while learning. Terry Fox Secondary School has a fast-food court hosting Subway, Pizza Hut, Panago, Great Canadian Bagels, White Spot, Kentucky Fried Chicken, Sashimi Sushi, and Taco Time–as if the invasion of schools by Pepsi and Coke was not enough! What nutritional message are they sending our students? In my teaching kitchen, we take good nutrition and health to heart, we make everything from scratch, using the best seasonal ingredients. We provide our students with a clean, safe, healthy, teaching and working environment. Making money is not a priority to us, as we are more concerned with the students’ welfare and education. However, this is not to say that we are losing money. The three teaching kitchens in my district are showing a profit each year, and I invest some of that profit in my students in the form of field trips, equipment purchase such as a cappuccino bar, a commercial smoker, an ice-cream maker, a chocolate-tempering machine, and lately, a hydroponics system for our greenhouse program, allowing students to grow vegetables and fresh herbs in a controlled environment. Students take an active part in the recycling program. Many of us do fundraising dinners, enabling students to practise their favourite sport or travel to California, Asia, New York, and Europe. Our students, with help from their chef instructor, take an active part in culinary competitions such as B.C. Junior Chapter of the B.C. Chefs’ Association and the nationally recognized Skills Canada. I hope I have shed some light on the importance of having teaching kitchens in B.C. and in schools in general. I will sum up by adding up a few numbers: a student attending and completing Culinary Arts 11A, B, C, and 12A, B, and C will get 30 course credits toward graduation. Students struggling with academics welcome electives being offered by the culinary arts program. In closing, I hope to see a retreat of fast-food courts in schools. Unlike fast-food places and soft-drink giants, whose main interests are profits, chef instructors care for their students, their education, working along with them to shape a concerned, responsible citizen and tradesperson. Schools are not in the business of selling fast food and soft drinks but in the business of delivering good solid education in a safe, commercial-free environment. Pierre Dubrulle is a chef instructor at Thomas Haney Secondary School, Maple Ridge. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "October is #FosterFamilyMonth. Thank you #BC for opening your homes and hearts to more than 5,900 children and youth." @John_Yap - 11:14pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/06/is-no-zeros-just-gaming-stats.html?showComment0751338674712888,Staffroom Confidential: Is "no zeros" just gaming the stats? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Saturday, June 2, 2012 Is "no zeros" just gaming the stats? An Edmonton teacher was suspended indefinitely for refusing to follow a Principal's "no zero" policy. The policy requires that teachers do not assign zeros to incomplete work. Instead, teachers are meant to prod the students to do the work but in the end assign a grade only on the work actually completed. While the supposed rationale for this policy is to provide students opportunities to complete work and gain credit without punitive measures, most teachers will tell you it doesn't work. In many jurisdictions where secondary level students can't fail or can't be assigned a failing grade or lose marks for work that is late, teachers have noticed that bad habits get worse. Less work is done. More work is late. Now this is a complicated question. One of the issues that rarely gets discussed is that school is coercive, and so grading and marks serve a dual purpose - one is to reflect genuine assessment, the other is to provide external motivation to reluctant learners. I am sympathetic with some of the arguments on both sides, but I don't believe the Edmonton Board is genuine in the reasons given for the policy. Disengagement and low graduation rates are real problems. But the answer is not to "game the stats" by discounting work not done and not including these results in marks. I don't know all the details, but some comment writers on the newspaper blogs have pointed to the funding system in Alberta and suggested that the policy helps schools get additional funding. If this is true, then the policy is perhaps there for ulterior motives. But regardless, the way to address substantive learning issues is not through tinkering with grading policies. It reminds me of the endless debates about semestered versus linear timetables in secondary schools. It is like shifting the deck chairs on the Titanic. Students who are disengaged and unmotivated require intervention. This requires money. Chronic under funding has stretched our school systems to a point where there are no extra hours in anyone's day to really connect with students who need it or to intervene effectively when learning issues arise. How does a teacher reach out to failing students when they teach over 200 per year? How do we address emotional needs with one teacher counselor for every 500 students? How can teachers develop more engaging lessons when they work 60 hour weeks? How can we address special needs when Special Education teachers see them 15 minutes per week? How can students thrive when they live in poverty? Tinkering with grading rules is not the answer, and it can actually be dishonest. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 12:54 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 4 comments: Skinny DipperJune 2, 2012 at 3:05 PM I was probably one of the newspaper commenters who mentioned that the "no-zero" policy is used to keep students at school since schools in many parts of Canada receive funding per student. As an elementary supply teacher who has taught homeroom classes at different times, I can understand having a "no-zero" policy for primary and junior students. Then again, some of the assessment and evaluation is based on observing students. At the intermediate and senior levels, personal observations may be difficult when a teacher must work with 150 to 200 students per week. Teachers in the primary and junior grades work with students to develop their self-regulation and learning skills. At the intermediate and senior levels, the students should be applying their learning skills when working on assignments. They need to understand the importance of completing assignments (or not completing them). Unless a student has an IEP, he/she should be able to complete tasks on time. When I taught students in grades-seven and eight, I did record their non-existent work as zeroes. Some students didn't understand why they were getting 60% averages (mean or modal) when they were completing 80% work. I informed them that they had not handed in some work. If they hand in their work, I would assess and evaluate it. Most teachers are flexible with the marking of assignments. They may give a student who has been sick for a week or two an exemption from completing an assignment or two so long as the student is able to demonstrate knowledge of the curriculum in other ways. Teachers will bump up that 69% to 70% on a report card. For some students, I did adjust their marks upward if I felt that they showed improvement that could not be calculated based on statistical information alone. I do think that "zeroes" are necessary for older students who fail to hand-in assignments without a valid reason. They need to understand the rewards of completing an assignment and the consequences for not doing so.ReplyDelete LorneJune 2, 2012 at 5:58 PM A retired teacher, I offered my thoughts on the Edmonton situation on my politics blog. If you are interested, here is the link:http://politicsanditsdiscontents.blogspot.ca/2012/05/erosion-of-educational-integrity.htmlReplyDelete miner49erJune 6, 2012 at 9:51 PM Deadlines are important. In a well planned course, the concepts scaffold on each other from assignment to assignment. If a student hasn't completed an assignment on time, he may not have rehearsed the concept well enough to be ready to move on to the next concept. This slows the pace of learning. In the current system, where class sizes are growing, it becomes impossible for a teacher to teach according to the individual pacing of each student. When students know that deadlines are loose, even the most capable students will procrastinate. And before anyone says that education is not for the convenience of the teacher, let me remind you that every aspect of our society has office hours, including medical clinics, passport offices, banks, law courts, victim services, churches, funeral homes, hospitals, government legislatures, and grocery stores. To say that schools should be different is absurd. And teachers themselves are subject to deadlines that won't wait for students to get their work done.ReplyDelete PhysicsfuntimeJune 11, 2012 at 9:34 PM In this Saturday's paper, the Times Colonist had a lengthy piece on this topic. I wrote a condensed version of the following to the Editor on Sunday: This is my experience with "no zeros" and "no lates"--basically adopting a model of assessment that does not incorporate one’s work habits. A.k.a: Assessment for Learning For my below average students, this model worked extremely well. It kept them in my courses (Math and Physics) for longer; I had way fewer drop outs. They may not have been learning the prescribed learning outcomes, but they were learning something and by attending for the duration, I do believe that they were better served in the long run. In the two years that I adopted this model, however, I saw an overall drop in class averages and a higher increase in stress and anxiety, especially with my high achieving students. Why? Students (as do adults) naturally procrastinate. In the absence of deadlines, work was put off and retests accumulated. At report card time, it was not uncommon to have students catching up on weeks of work in a very short period of time. Some students would have a retest planned for each day of the week, in the final week of class. I polled my students and it was virtually unanimous from them that THEY WANTED MORE STRUCTURE. Again, I teach mostly post-secondary bound students. These are the movers and the shakers of the school both academically and through leadership. When I brought back deadlines, zeros and limitations on the number of permitted retests, I was thanked!! My averages went back up to before; students are distributing their time better. I believe that the problem with what is being discussed here is that it seems that people are assuming that all students need to be treated the same way. They don’t. Some need zeroes; others do not. Everyone is going to thrive under their own terms. Treating students fairly does not mean that we should be treating them equally. ...I originally wrote this on a teacher's blog who is a very active proponent of not giving zeros. His response was to comment that assignments that are boring and irrelevant need to be threatened with the mark of zero in order to motivate students. Needless to say, I am a wee bit offended! My lessons are a lot of things... Boring and irrelevant are not two of them.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ▼  June (9) Will the NDP be better for teachers? More reasons for a "no" vote Attn: BCTF - Why I will be voting no School choice and special needs Why did Scott Walker win? Personalized learning, choice, and democracy Solidarity with Quebec students Why seniority matters Is "no zeros" just gaming the stats? ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20170418,bctf.ca,http://bctf.ca/history/collections/livinglibrarydetail.aspx?id=44220,BCTF Online Museum > Living Library  Welcome Rooms Collections Resources Search Menu Collections  >  Living Library David Chudnovsky and Ken Novakowski on Political Action Ken Novakowski Langley social studies teacher, local union president, bargaining staff member at the BCTF, president of the BCTF, executive director of the BCTF, co-ordinator and contributor to the Labour History Project. Ken is either one of the most knowledgeable teacher activists ever or he simply cannot hold down a job. Either way, he makes for a very interesting read. David Chudnovsky Surrey English teacher, local union president, BCTF president at the time of the infamous and unconstitutional stripping of our collective agreements, David developed a strong relationship between the first multi-racial teachers’ union, SADTU, in South Africa and the teachers of BC. David is currently a Steven Spielberg wannabe (and look-a-like) as he is one of the co-producers of Vancouver’s annual South African Film Festival. © 201617 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy.)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/BargainingAndContracts.aspx?id=33427,BCTF > Teacher letter  	Bargaining and contracts  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers Aboriginal Education  Bargaining & Collective Agreements  Français  Health & Safety  New Teachers  Opportunities for Members  Pensions Professional Development  Professional Rights & Responsibility  Provincial Specialist Associations  Salary & Benefits  Teachers Teaching On Call  Teaching Resources  For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Bargaining and Collective Agreements > Teacher Voices I am motivated to speak out after hearing Todd Kettner's response to the Ministry of Education's deductions from the pay of BCTF members during the current lock out.  He spoke eloquently about the time he actually puts in on the job.    Dear Mr. Fassbender:  I am motivated to speak out after hearing Todd Kettner's response to the Ministry of Education's deductions from the pay of BCTF members during the current lock out.  He spoke eloquently about the time he actually puts in on the job.  In case you think that the situation regarding a classroom teacher's hours of work is different, I'd like to bring my perspective to the statement “we are reducing the hours of work” (Marchbank, May 21, 2014) of BCTF members.  We all, always, work overtime.  I start planning lessons, researching, thinking about how to manage the diverse needs of my students at about 7:00 every morning.  It's often a topic of discussion with my husband over breakfast. I teach 4 80-min classes per day and often run to confer with a colleague, do copying, find resources in the 5 minute break between those classes.  After going home, I sit down again at the computer.  I spend a few more hours working – marking, seeking new resources, activities, methods, textbooks. The Ministry of Education hasn't updated the curriculum in my teaching area since 2001.  Since the world has changed since 2001, it's up to me to take up the slack and make things meaningful and current for my students. Maybe I could choose a new textbook to keep up with the times?  Oh, I forgot.  Minimal budget for resources.  So I spend some more of my evening hours, searching for used textbooks in acceptable condition on eBay, trying to stretch the budget a little further.  Recently a new student joined one of my classes and the only book I had to give her was the one with the missing pages.  It's lucky for her, we've already passed that chapter. Since my time-on-task everyday is about 7 am to 7 or 8 pm, it's pretty hard to relax and sleep well at night. I, like many of my colleagues, am an insomniac.  I am often kept awake by the demanding job I do and I frequently seek solutions for students and classes with complex needs from 2 to 4 am. Sometimes from 3 to 5 am. Yet, all of us show up at school in the morning and put a smile on the day. For our students. It takes until about mid-July to get over the insomnia and sleep through the night. The insomnia begins again in late August, as I anticipate the situation to come in September. Yes, I have ten-and-a-half month insomnia.  It's on an annual schedule. Since I can't “turn it off” when I'm getting my usual salary, I have difficulty turning off when they reduce my pay as well.  Let's examine what I have NOT done, that led to this deduction in pay.  In my own case, I have not read memos from the principal and I have not attended two meetings. That's all. I'm still on the job, in my classroom all day and all night at home. I am still making plans for finishing this year's classes on a positive note and still making plans for next year's classes.  Planning for another year of doing more with less.  My hours of work haven't been reduced at all.  But my pay has.  Sincerely, Karen Christiansen Teacher, Prince Charles Secondary School   About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=23828,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 1, September 2011   Resources  Rallying together for resources The ERAC Advantage? At the May 2011 PSA Council meeting in Vancouver, participants learned all about the ERAC Advantage after they were provided a presentation from ERAC’s Maryjanne Yusyp. Yusyp, a former teacher, is currently ERAC’s professional learning and training project manager. ERAC (Educational Resource Acquisition Consortium) works together with its members, BC public school districts and independent schools, to provide valued services in evaluation, licensing and acquisition of educational and operational learning resources for K–12. Many PSA delegates had never heard of ERAC and were unaware of the wide range of products and services available to them. Without the knowledge of ERAC and the services they provide, many educators are losing out on great resource advantages. Options like accessing ERAC’s On-line Database Bundle are of great value, especially for those districts that have limited budgets for resources. That’s where ERAC membership provides enormous benefits. Another important service through ERAC is resource evaluations. Evaluations of novels, educational software, video, print, etc., provide benefits by delivering full product reviews with detailed information and evaluation summaries. Evaluations are done by BC teachers and the BCTF appoint the people needed for ERAC evaluations. This is done through a nomination of evaluators by the BCTF through an ERAC call-out once every three years. New products are always being added to the collection as well as to the online database bundle. Recently, new additions to the bundle included Global Issues and Canadian Points of View. To update members of this information, ERAC sends e-mails to the school districts, puts updates on the ERAC home page, and provide a recap through their monthly newsletter called ERAC Update. “PSA delegates tried out ERAC’s new consolidated on-line resource collection through various searches and they also got to see the new resources added to our database bundle,” said Yusyp. By going to ERAC’s website (www.bcerac.ca), teachers can access resources and these can also be accessed by both students and teachers through LearnNowBC. A common access point is created from both school and home by streamlining students’ access to ERAC resources. This partnership with LearnNowBC offers access to numerous resources including ERAC’s Online Database Bundle (EBSCO, GALE, World Book, Encyclopedia of BC, etc.), Media Awareness Network’s “Passport to the Internet.” “My World,” CBC News in Review, and so much more. Having access to ERAC resources from school or home allows for a lot more flexibility and ease of access. For more information about ERAC, what they do and what resources are available, go to their new website at www.bcerac.ca. To sign up for the ERAC Update newsletter, go to the ERAC website and click on the right hand “ERAC Newsletter” box and enter in your e-mail information. Ryan’s Well Foundation The foundation has relevant, user-friendly teacher and student resources to support various curriculum areas. Online resources are available for students of all ages on topics related to water, community development, environmental sustainability, developing youth leadership, and fundraising. Our Youth in Action program has online resources that bring attention to local, national and international issues related to water, sanitation and activism. A new “School Challenge” is created each year with resources and guidance provided. The school challenge is a unique opportunity for individual students, classrooms and schools to fundraise for a specific water and sanitation project while seeing first-hand the construction and completion of a specific project. The book, Ryan and Jimmy and the Well in Africa that Brought Them Together is available with accompanying lessons as well as a Ryan’s Well DVD and Skype opportunities with staff members from Ryan’s Well. The website also has printable downloads as well as links to video clips that support student activism initiatives. Ryan Hreljac was a seven-year-old student when he started to learn about water issues and decided to fund raise to build a well for a small community in Uganda. Since then, The Ryan’s Well Foundation has helped build over 600 wells and 820 latrines bringing safe water and improved sanitation to over 723,300 people. Ryan is a very positive role model for students to learn about character traits such as empathy, responsibility, perseverance, attitude, duty and compassion. He has a clear message—that every person on the planet deserves clean water, and that everyone can help make a difference. Check out ryanswell.ca or contact Elisabeth Rubli, Education Co-ordinator at 613-258-6832 or Elisabeth@ryanswell.ca for more information. West Coast Legal Education and Action Fund (LEAF)’s rights-based resources This past August, International Youth Day was celebrated in countries all over the world, commemorating the end of the International Year of Youth. The United Nations General Assembly’s theme for this year was “Dialogue and Mutual Understanding;” a theme West Coast Legal Education and Action Fund (LEAF) endeavours to keep alive through online youth resources and training workshops. These forums provide a starting point for conversations about human rights and freedoms: what they are, why they exist, and how they are talked about and used by people, organizations, and governments around the world. West Coast LEAF launched its youth website (www.youth.westcoastleaf.org) as a way for young people to learn about case law that establishes equal rights in Canada. The website and West Coast LEAF’s Youth Facebook group allow students to follow equality rights work and become part of the dialogue about human rights in Canada. The Equality Rights Timeline featured in the youth website is an interactive learning device that graphically traces major legal precedents that enshrine equal civil, political, reproductive, and economic rights in Canada. The youth website covers gender rights in detail, but it does not fail to address racial equality, gay rights, workers rights, immigrant rights, and disability rights. For example, the website includes detailed information on workplace rights in BC. It references key laws such as the BC Human Rights Code and the Employment Standards Act and highlights the importance of power dynamics and sexual harassment awareness in the workplace. Expanding on a person’s right to say “no means no” and to refuse to engage in sexual activities, the website discusses gender stereotypes and outlines issues of consent and bullying in high school friendly language. The website challenges and expands ideas about law and civic responsibility. The cases highlight individuals who were not afraid to challenge their place in society and embrace their own ideas of true equality. The more detailed legal information in the body of the website—on federal and BC provincial government, court and tribunal systems, and major Canadian written law—highlights one’s freedoms and duties under the law, such as the fundamental responsibility to respect the dignity and equal rights of peers. As a teaching tool, the website dovetails with the Law 12 curriculum. For further information about the youth website and to book a youth training workshop contact Deanna Ogle at education@westcoastleaf.org. Radio Labour After a short break, RadioLabour is back on air with a special report on the strike by 45,000 workers at the giant telecommunications giant Verizon in the United States. This strike will be an historic defining moment for the American labour movement. Also reports on: A Kazakhstan union lawyer jailed for six years. The dismissal of leaders of the old federation of labour in Egypt. And a union demonstration being planned in Malawi despite 19 deaths in a previous protest. RadioLabour is the international labour movement’s international radio service. It broadcasts daily (Monday to Friday). Its programs are available on the RadioLabour website (www.radiolabour.net), Facebook, iTunes, LabourStart, union websites and community radio stations. With our five-minute daily news program you can stay up-to-date on the most significant international labour news stories and support labour struggles all around the world. – Marc Belanger Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/contacts.cfm?page=pdchairs&sort=1&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true,BCTF Contacts Home E-mail Lists Links A to Z Index Contact Us Help SITE SEARCH Quick Links BCTF formsBCTF NewsFrançaisLabour linksPensionsTeacher NewsmagazineTeaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Contact Us > PD chairpersons BCTF Professional Development Chairpersons Sorted by local name. Click here for sort by local number. Local Chair School Phone School Fax E-mail Abbotsford District Teachers' Association (34) Brenda Head    604-850-7692  pd34@bctf.ca Alberni District Teachers' Union (701) Stephanie Hopkins  250-723-7522  250-723-7557  pd701@bctf.ca Arrow Lakes Teachers' Association (10) Paula Rogers  250-358-7222  250-358-2533  pd10@bctf.ca Boundary District Teachers' Association (51) Catherine Pankoff  250-442-8275  250-442-5388  pd51@bctf.ca Linda Rawlings-Dolezsar  250-442-5313  250-442-5317  pd51@bctf.ca Bulkley Valley Teachers' Union (54) Kristina Willing  250-847-2231  250-847-2165  pd54@bctf.ca Mary Neto  250-847-2231  250-847-2165  pd54@bctf.ca Burnaby Teachers' Association (41) Alexandra Peters  604-664-7056  604-664-8734  pd41@bctf.ca Barbara Henderson  604-664-8727  604-664-8818  pd41@bctf.ca Patricia Dolton      pd41@bctf.ca Burns Lake District Teachers' Union (55) Lisa Mason  250-698-7301  250-698-7349  pd55@bctf.ca Campbell River District Teachers' Association (72) Adria Anne Gleeson  250-286-0511  250-286-0938  pd72@bctf.ca Cariboo-Chilcotin Teachers' Association (27) Shirley Giroux  250-398-5800  250-398-5206  pd27@bctf.ca Central Coast Teachers' Association (49) Coleen Fraser  250-799-5556  250-799-5757  pd49@bctf.ca Stephen Dishkin  250-982-2355  250-982-2720  pd49@bctf.ca Central Okanagan Teachers' Association (23) Joe Jamison  250-868-1135  250-870-5020  pd23@bctf.ca Chetwynd Teachers' Association (592) Gysbert Ruiter  250-788-2267  250-788-9729  pd592@bctf.ca Chilliwack Teachers' Association (33) Angela Woods  604-823-4408  604-823-2243  pd33@bctf.ca Comox District Teachers' Association (71) Lisa Pedersen-Skene    250-897-0487  pd71@bctf.ca Coquitlam Teachers' Association (43) Michael Galliford  604-464-8581  604-937-8045  pd43@bctf.ca Cowichan District Teachers' Association (65) Naomi Nilsson  250-748-2251  250-746-7849  pd65@bctf.ca Sabina Reska  250-743-6916  250-743-6915  pd65@bctf.ca Cranbrook District Teachers' Association (2) Carol Johns  250-489-4391  250-489-0600  pd02@bctf.ca Colette Grasdal  250-426-5241  250-426-6673  pd02@bctf.ca Creston Valley Teachers' Association (861) Melissa Feragotti  250-428-2051  250-428-2019  pd861@bctf.ca Delta Teachers' Association (37) Fiona Higgs    604-599-1786  pd37@bctf.ca Fernie District Teachers' Association (1) Linda Christenson  250-425-6666  250-425-6661  pd01@bctf.ca Sarah Larsen      pd01@bctf.ca Fort Nelson District Teachers' Association (81) Shirley Kenney  250-774-6941  250-774-6988  pd81@bctf.ca Fraser-Cascade Teachers' Association (78) Kathleen Koopman      pd78@bctf.ca Gold Trail Teachers' Association (74) Elizabeth Griggs  250-256-4274  250-256-4275  pd74@bctf.ca Golden Teachers' Association (18) Margaret Calladine  250-344-6317    pd18@bctf.ca Greater Victoria Teachers' Association (61) Lucinda Graf  250-727-0188  250-727-2079  pd61@bctf.ca Gulf Islands Teachers' Association (64) James Lightfoot  250-653-9223  250-653-2090  pd64@bctf.ca Haida Gwaii Teachers' Association (50) Autum Gates    250-626-3214  pd50@bctf.ca Monika Hausmann    250-626-3214  pd50@bctf.ca Kamloops Thompson Teachers' Association (73) David Comrie    250-377-2257  pd73@bctf.ca Kimberley Teachers' Association (3) Bethany Turcon      pd03@bctf.ca Craig Hillman  250-427-4827  250-427-7106  pd03@bctf.ca Kitimat District Teachers' Association (80) Katherine Johnsen  250-632-6174  888-539-4732  pd80@bctf.ca Michele Sutherland  250-632-2912  888-574-1126  pd80@bctf.ca Kootenay Columbia Teachers' Union (20) John Horcoff      pd20@bctf.ca Kootenay Lake Teachers' Association (862) Dennis Larcombe  250-229-4224  250-353-7434  pd862@bctf.ca Lake Cowichan Teachers' Association (66) Christine Rolls  250-748-0011  250-749-4030  pd66@bctf.ca Langley Teachers' Association (35) Sandy Ho  604-888-3033  604-888-2873  pd35@bctf.ca Mackenzie Teachers' Association (572) Amber Raycraft  250-963-7060  250-963-7381  pd572@bctf.ca Christa Barnes  250-997-6340  250-997-5075  pd572@bctf.ca Karen Chadha  250-997-6340  250-997-5075  pd572@bctf.ca Maple Ridge Teachers' Association (42) Suzanne Hall  604-463-6414  604-466-6265  pd42@bctf.ca McBride-Valemount Teachers' Association (573) Brian Hanson    250-566-4551  pd573@bctf.ca Jennifer L'Arrivee  250-569-2295  250-569-2620  pd573@bctf.ca Julia Howard  250-569-2295  250-569-2620  pd573@bctf.ca Mission Teachers' Union (75) Anna Heavenor  604-820-4587  604-820-9505  pd75@bctf.ca Mount Arrowsmith Teachers' Association (69) Denise Spencer-Dahl  250-248-3296  250-954-1734  pd69@bctf.ca Lesley Rowan  250-752-5651  250-752-8604  pd69@bctf.ca Nanaimo District Teachers' Association (68) Colleen Skipper  250-758-6892  250-758-2373  pd68@bctf.ca Michael Silverton    250-751-8840  pd68@bctf.ca Nechako Teachers' Union (56) Cindy Miller  250-996-7126  250-996-7708  pd56@bctf.ca Shawn Lank  250-699-6233  250-699-7753  pd56@bctf.ca Nelson District Teachers' Association (7) Monica Doyle  250-352-3186  250-352-3183  pd07@bctf.ca Tamara Martin  250-352-5538  250-352-3119  pd07@bctf.ca New Westminster Teachers' Union (40) Romeo Lavrencic  604-517-6316  604-517-6204  pd40@bctf.ca Sandra Lee  604-517-6090  604-517-6091  pd40@bctf.ca Nisga'a Teachers' Union (92) Charity Peal  250-633-2225  250-633-2669  pd92@bctf.ca Samantha Lambright  250-326-4206  250-633-2916  pd92@bctf.ca Sara Beardsell  250-633-2225  250-633-2669  pd92@bctf.ca North Okanagan-Shuswap Teachers' Association (83) Kyla Hadden  250-836-2831  250-836-2664  pd83@bctf.ca North Vancouver Teachers' Association (44) Maria Aiello  604-903-3750  604-903-3751  pd44@bctf.ca Okanagan Skaha Teachers' Union (67) Angela Seppola  250-770-7683  250-492-5981  pd67@bctf.ca Peace River North Teachers' Association (60) Jessica Dmytruk  250-793-9125  250-630-2323  pd60@bctf.ca Peace River South Teachers' Association (591) Angela Connelly    250-782-9604  pd591@bctf.ca Powell River District Teachers' Association (47) Wendy Adams  604-485-5660    pd47@bctf.ca Prince George District Teachers' Association (571) Glen Thielmann  250-562-9525  250-564-4875  pd571@bctf.ca Prince Rupert District Teachers' Union (52) Colleen Pudsey    250-627-1348  pd52@bctf.ca Marla Gamble    250-627-1348  pd52@bctf.ca Raegan Sawka  250-627-1536  250-627-1443  pd52@bctf.ca Princeton District Teachers' Union (17) Gordon Bibby  250-295-3218  250-295-7914  pd17@bctf.ca Mary Bell  250-295-3218  250-295-7914  pd17@bctf.ca Quesnel District Teachers' Association (28) Carlie Borrett  250-991-5566  250-991-5565  pd28@bctf.ca Revelstoke Teachers' Association (19) Stacey Grimm  250-837-2173  250-837-7164  pd19@bctf.ca Richmond Teachers' Association (38) Christian Matheson  604-668-6665  604-668-6569  pd38@bctf.ca Saanich Teachers' Association (63) Holly Mair  250-704-4972  250-479-9870  pd63@bctf.ca Sarah Windle  250-652-9261  250-652-2094  pd63@bctf.ca Sea to Sky Teachers' Association (48) April Lowe  604-898-3688  604-898-4706  pd48@bctf.ca SEPF (93) Alain Paquin  604-437-4849  604-437-9630  pd93@bctf.ca Linda Theriault  250-220-6010  250-220-6014  pd93@bctf.ca Monica Monus    604-214-9881  pd93@bctf.ca Sooke Teachers' Association (62) Brian Hotovy  250-474-1291  250-478-0738  pd62@bctf.ca Kristine Kosolofski  250-478-3232  250-391-9624  pd62@bctf.ca South Okanagan Similkameen Teachers' Union (53) Nicola MacNaughton  250-498-3468  250-498-0339  pd53@bctf.ca Stikine Teachers' Association (87) Alithia Gillies    250-771-4343  pd87@bctf.ca Andre Lagace    250-771-4343  pd87@bctf.ca Sunshine Coast Teachers' Association (46) Patrick McCallum  604-885-3216  604-885-7991  pd46@bctf.ca Surrey Teachers' Association (36) Anne McNamee      pd36@bctf.ca Stephen Anderson      pd36@bctf.ca Terrace District Teachers' Union (881) Karen Andrews  250-635-3115  888-456-3464  pd881@bctf.ca Upper Skeena Teachers (882) Jan Thorburn  250-842-5214  888-503-6959  pd882@bctf.ca Shirley Hobenshield  250-849-5484  888-594-2271  pd882@bctf.ca Vancouver Elementary School Teachers' Association (391) Allison Jambor      pd391@bctf.ca Patricia Gudlaugson      pd391@bctf.ca Vancouver Island North Teachers' Association (85) Sarah Soltau-Heller  250-949-6418  250-949-6485  pd85@bctf.ca Vancouver Island West Teachers' Union (84) Adam Barber    250-761-4234  pd84@bctf.ca Glyn Howell    250-934-6578  pd84@bctf.ca Vancouver Secondary Teachers' Association (392) Mary Filleul    604-713-5076  pd392@bctf.ca Vernon Teachers' Association (22) Robyn Ladner    250-545-7680  pd22@bctf.ca West Vancouver Teachers' Association (45) Rosemary Murray  604-981-1200  604-981-1201  pd45@bctf.ca Shannon Gray  604-981-1130  604-981-1131  pd45@bctf.ca Windermere Teachers' Association (4) Robyn Oliver  250-342-9213  250-342-4499  pd04@bctf.ca About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy Close Window Print Page   BCTF Professional Development Chairpersons Sorted by local name. Click here for sort by local number. Local Chair School Phone School Fax E-mail Abbotsford District Teachers' Association (34) Brenda Head    604-850-7692  pd34@bctf.ca Alberni District Teachers' Union (701) Stephanie Hopkins  250-723-7522  250-723-7557  pd701@bctf.ca Arrow Lakes Teachers' Association (10) Paula Rogers  250-358-7222  250-358-2533  pd10@bctf.ca Boundary District Teachers' Association (51) Catherine Pankoff  250-442-8275  250-442-5388  pd51@bctf.ca Linda Rawlings-Dolezsar  250-442-5313  250-442-5317  pd51@bctf.ca Bulkley Valley Teachers' Union (54) Kristina Willing  250-847-2231  250-847-2165  pd54@bctf.ca Mary Neto  250-847-2231  250-847-2165  pd54@bctf.ca Burnaby Teachers' Association (41) Alexandra Peters  604-664-7056  604-664-8734  pd41@bctf.ca Barbara Henderson  604-664-8727  604-664-8818  pd41@bctf.ca Patricia Dolton      pd41@bctf.ca Burns Lake District Teachers' Union (55) Lisa Mason  250-698-7301  250-698-7349  pd55@bctf.ca Campbell River District Teachers' Association (72) Adria Anne Gleeson  250-286-0511  250-286-0938  pd72@bctf.ca Cariboo-Chilcotin Teachers' Association (27) Shirley Giroux  250-398-5800  250-398-5206  pd27@bctf.ca Central Coast Teachers' Association (49) Coleen Fraser  250-799-5556  250-799-5757  pd49@bctf.ca Stephen Dishkin  250-982-2355  250-982-2720  pd49@bctf.ca Central Okanagan Teachers' Association (23) Joe Jamison  250-868-1135  250-870-5020  pd23@bctf.ca Chetwynd Teachers' Association (592) Gysbert Ruiter  250-788-2267  250-788-9729  pd592@bctf.ca Chilliwack Teachers' Association (33) Angela Woods  604-823-4408  604-823-2243  pd33@bctf.ca Comox District Teachers' Association (71) Lisa Pedersen-Skene    250-897-0487  pd71@bctf.ca Coquitlam Teachers' Association (43) Michael Galliford  604-464-8581  604-937-8045  pd43@bctf.ca Cowichan District Teachers' Association (65) Naomi Nilsson  250-748-2251  250-746-7849  pd65@bctf.ca Sabina Reska  250-743-6916  250-743-6915  pd65@bctf.ca Cranbrook District Teachers' Association (2) Carol Johns  250-489-4391  250-489-0600  pd02@bctf.ca Colette Grasdal  250-426-5241  250-426-6673  pd02@bctf.ca Creston Valley Teachers' Association (861) Melissa Feragotti  250-428-2051  250-428-2019  pd861@bctf.ca Delta Teachers' Association (37) Fiona Higgs    604-599-1786  pd37@bctf.ca Fernie District Teachers' Association (1) Linda Christenson  250-425-6666  250-425-6661  pd01@bctf.ca Sarah Larsen      pd01@bctf.ca Fort Nelson District Teachers' Association (81) Shirley Kenney  250-774-6941  250-774-6988  pd81@bctf.ca Fraser-Cascade Teachers' Association (78) Kathleen Koopman      pd78@bctf.ca Gold Trail Teachers' Association (74) Elizabeth Griggs  250-256-4274  250-256-4275  pd74@bctf.ca Golden Teachers' Association (18) Margaret Calladine  250-344-6317    pd18@bctf.ca Greater Victoria Teachers' Association (61) Lucinda Graf  250-727-0188  250-727-2079  pd61@bctf.ca Gulf Islands Teachers' Association (64) James Lightfoot  250-653-9223  250-653-2090  pd64@bctf.ca Haida Gwaii Teachers' Association (50) Autum Gates    250-626-3214  pd50@bctf.ca Monika Hausmann    250-626-3214  pd50@bctf.ca Kamloops Thompson Teachers' Association (73) David Comrie    250-377-2257  pd73@bctf.ca Kimberley Teachers' Association (3) Bethany Turcon      pd03@bctf.ca Craig Hillman  250-427-4827  250-427-7106  pd03@bctf.ca Kitimat District Teachers' Association (80) Katherine Johnsen  250-632-6174  888-539-4732  pd80@bctf.ca Michele Sutherland  250-632-2912  888-574-1126  pd80@bctf.ca Kootenay Columbia Teachers' Union (20) John Horcoff      pd20@bctf.ca Kootenay Lake Teachers' Association (862) Dennis Larcombe  250-229-4224  250-353-7434  pd862@bctf.ca Lake Cowichan Teachers' Association (66) Christine Rolls  250-748-0011  250-749-4030  pd66@bctf.ca Langley Teachers' Association (35) Sandy Ho  604-888-3033  604-888-2873  pd35@bctf.ca Mackenzie Teachers' Association (572) Amber Raycraft  250-963-7060  250-963-7381  pd572@bctf.ca Christa Barnes  250-997-6340  250-997-5075  pd572@bctf.ca Karen Chadha  250-997-6340  250-997-5075  pd572@bctf.ca Maple Ridge Teachers' Association (42) Suzanne Hall  604-463-6414  604-466-6265  pd42@bctf.ca McBride-Valemount Teachers' Association (573) Brian Hanson    250-566-4551  pd573@bctf.ca Jennifer L'Arrivee  250-569-2295  250-569-2620  pd573@bctf.ca Julia Howard  250-569-2295  250-569-2620  pd573@bctf.ca Mission Teachers' Union (75) Anna Heavenor  604-820-4587  604-820-9505  pd75@bctf.ca Mount Arrowsmith Teachers' Association (69) Denise Spencer-Dahl  250-248-3296  250-954-1734  pd69@bctf.ca Lesley Rowan  250-752-5651  250-752-8604  pd69@bctf.ca Nanaimo District Teachers' Association (68) Colleen Skipper  250-758-6892  250-758-2373  pd68@bctf.ca Michael Silverton    250-751-8840  pd68@bctf.ca Nechako Teachers' Union (56) Cindy Miller  250-996-7126  250-996-7708  pd56@bctf.ca Shawn Lank  250-699-6233  250-699-7753  pd56@bctf.ca Nelson District Teachers' Association (7) Monica Doyle  250-352-3186  250-352-3183  pd07@bctf.ca Tamara Martin  250-352-5538  250-352-3119  pd07@bctf.ca New Westminster Teachers' Union (40) Romeo Lavrencic  604-517-6316  604-517-6204  pd40@bctf.ca Sandra Lee  604-517-6090  604-517-6091  pd40@bctf.ca Nisga'a Teachers' Union (92) Charity Peal  250-633-2225  250-633-2669  pd92@bctf.ca Samantha Lambright  250-326-4206  250-633-2916  pd92@bctf.ca Sara Beardsell  250-633-2225  250-633-2669  pd92@bctf.ca North Okanagan-Shuswap Teachers' Association (83) Kyla Hadden  250-836-2831  250-836-2664  pd83@bctf.ca North Vancouver Teachers' Association (44) Maria Aiello  604-903-3750  604-903-3751  pd44@bctf.ca Okanagan Skaha Teachers' Union (67) Angela Seppola  250-770-7683  250-492-5981  pd67@bctf.ca Peace River North Teachers' Association (60) Jessica Dmytruk  250-793-9125  250-630-2323  pd60@bctf.ca Peace River South Teachers' Association (591) Angela Connelly    250-782-9604  pd591@bctf.ca Powell River District Teachers' Association (47) Wendy Adams  604-485-5660    pd47@bctf.ca Prince George District Teachers' Association (571) Glen Thielmann  250-562-9525  250-564-4875  pd571@bctf.ca Prince Rupert District Teachers' Union (52) Colleen Pudsey    250-627-1348  pd52@bctf.ca Marla Gamble    250-627-1348  pd52@bctf.ca Raegan Sawka  250-627-1536  250-627-1443  pd52@bctf.ca Princeton District Teachers' Union (17) Gordon Bibby  250-295-3218  250-295-7914  pd17@bctf.ca Mary Bell  250-295-3218  250-295-7914  pd17@bctf.ca Quesnel District Teachers' Association (28) Carlie Borrett  250-991-5566  250-991-5565  pd28@bctf.ca Revelstoke Teachers' Association (19) Stacey Grimm  250-837-2173  250-837-7164  pd19@bctf.ca Richmond Teachers' Association (38) Christian Matheson  604-668-6665  604-668-6569  pd38@bctf.ca Saanich Teachers' Association (63) Holly Mair  250-704-4972  250-479-9870  pd63@bctf.ca Sarah Windle  250-652-9261  250-652-2094  pd63@bctf.ca Sea to Sky Teachers' Association (48) April Lowe  604-898-3688  604-898-4706  pd48@bctf.ca SEPF (93) Alain Paquin  604-437-4849  604-437-9630  pd93@bctf.ca Linda Theriault  250-220-6010  250-220-6014  pd93@bctf.ca Monica Monus    604-214-9881  pd93@bctf.ca Sooke Teachers' Association (62) Brian Hotovy  250-474-1291  250-478-0738  pd62@bctf.ca Kristine Kosolofski  250-478-3232  250-391-9624  pd62@bctf.ca South Okanagan Similkameen Teachers' Union (53) Nicola MacNaughton  250-498-3468  250-498-0339  pd53@bctf.ca Stikine Teachers' Association (87) Alithia Gillies    250-771-4343  pd87@bctf.ca Andre Lagace    250-771-4343  pd87@bctf.ca Sunshine Coast Teachers' Association (46) Patrick McCallum  604-885-3216  604-885-7991  pd46@bctf.ca Surrey Teachers' Association (36) Anne McNamee      pd36@bctf.ca Stephen Anderson      pd36@bctf.ca Terrace District Teachers' Union (881) Karen Andrews  250-635-3115  888-456-3464  pd881@bctf.ca Upper Skeena Teachers (882) Jan Thorburn  250-842-5214  888-503-6959  pd882@bctf.ca Shirley Hobenshield  250-849-5484  888-594-2271  pd882@bctf.ca Vancouver Elementary School Teachers' Association (391) Allison Jambor      pd391@bctf.ca Patricia Gudlaugson      pd391@bctf.ca Vancouver Island North Teachers' Association (85) Sarah Soltau-Heller  250-949-6418  250-949-6485  pd85@bctf.ca Vancouver Island West Teachers' Union (84) Adam Barber    250-761-4234  pd84@bctf.ca Glyn Howell    250-934-6578  pd84@bctf.ca Vancouver Secondary Teachers' Association (392) Mary Filleul    604-713-5076  pd392@bctf.ca Vernon Teachers' Association (22) Robyn Ladner    250-545-7680  pd22@bctf.ca West Vancouver Teachers' Association (45) Rosemary Murray  604-981-1200  604-981-1201  pd45@bctf.ca Shannon Gray  604-981-1130  604-981-1131  pd45@bctf.ca Windermere Teachers' Association (4) Robyn Oliver  250-342-9213  250-342-4499  pd04@bctf.ca)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=16838,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2008 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 2, October 2008  Teacher voices By Anna Chudnovsky Moving back to the West Coast from Toronto after 12 years has been a big transition. The most obvious one is the weather. It’s balmy here, a word you can only use for a short two-week window in Toronto. It’s mellow here; nobody seems to be racing down the street quite like they are on Bay and King. And of course, I’ve had to go from teaching a Grade 7/8 class in the inner-city of Toronto to getting phone calls at 5:30 a.m. and travelling all over the city, here in Vancouver, as a TOC. Oh, I’ve had to get used to the lingo here, too. I’m not a supply teacher, I’m a TTOC. So what’s it like being a TTOC? Well, surprisingly, I actually like it! I know, I know, I’m supposed to dread the early morning phone calls, the awkwardness of walking into a new school every day, having to introduce myself to a different group of kids each day, having to slowly pronounce my last name, and teaching it to them. I’m supposed to be frustrated with the lack of control I have over the kids, to be complaining about the behaviour issues I face every day, etc., etc. But the truth is, and I don’t know if I should keep it a secret or not, I am quite enjoying myself. My first day as a TTOC was in a Grade 7 class. The kids were so self-assured, so articulate, and so charming, I actually felt like I was hanging out with friends. I mean, my god, they had seen the same movies I had seen, they had read some of my favourite books (I sometimes read teen fiction for fun), they were funny (they got my sarcasm), and they behaved very well. Now, during my last year teaching in Toronto, I had a kid light a bulletin board on fire, someone threw a desk out a window, and a cell phone was thrown in my face; so I’ve seen some pretty brutal behaviour issues. That said maybe I am easily impressed behaviour-wise, but still, these kids were great. During gym class, I was the jailer in a pretty competitive game of Capture the Flag and I actually got them running out of jail screaming at the top of their lungs, “I love my freedom!” I mean, what’s not hilarious about that? I also had the chance to work with globally developmentally delayed students at a high school in east Vancouver. Seeing the program that the teachers and assistants have created for these non-verbal, extremely delayed students was striking. The fact that they have expectations they can meet, schoolwork they can complete, and relationships they can count on is so significant for them and inspires great hope. It was a pleasure to see this program working, even for a single day. I’ve been in a Grade 4 class where kids took turns reading me the first chapters of their “novels.” They were well-written, holiday-related, and a riot to listen to. Kudos to this teacher who has eight- and nine-year-olds writing their first novels. It’s hard to say exactly what is so great about this job. Maybe it’s the new kids I meet every day and how they all seem to welcome me so warmly into their classrooms. Maybe it’s the chance to try out my repertoire of jokes on different people every day, allowing me to narrow in on my best material. Perhaps it’s getting to know the city in such an intimate way, because, of course, schools are places where you can see real communities being built and sustained every day. So no, I don’t mind the 5:30 a.m. phone calls. I don’t mind trekking to who-knows-where on the bus in the rain. Somehow, spending time with Vancouver’s kids every day in their classrooms—their homes away from home—is satisfying enough. Anna Chudnovsky is a Vancouver TTOC. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141006,globalnews.ca,http://globalnews.ca/news/1538106/watch-kelowna-charity-provides-ebola-relief/,WATCH: Kelowna charity provides Ebola relief  | Globalnews.ca Your Region: National BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg On TV: News Hour Sections National National sections Locals Local sections Watch Watch sections Search Canada Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released Sections Health Money Consumer Tech Entertainment Environment Science Lifestyle Sports Featured Canada World Politics Investigations Canada Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released Your Region National Change BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Health Money Consumer Tech Entertainment Environment Science Lifestyle Sports Jump to a Region National BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Man trying to reach Bermuda in inflatable bubble rescued by Coast Guard Schedule NowNews Hour 6:30pmGlobal National More Programs Global National The West Block 16x9 The Morning Show More Personalities Dawna Friesen Carolyn Jarvis Liza Fromer Tom Clark More News Major snowfall covers N. Manitoba Entertainment ‘Gone Girl’ wins weekend box office News Journalist with Ebola arrives at US hospital Canada Quebecor sells off Sun newspaper chain News Crowdfunded bus debuts in Toronto Entertainment Depardieu reveals past as escort, thief Canada MPs debate motion for airstrikes in Iraq Sports NBA extends television deals for 9 years Trending Maple Syrup Heist Hong Kong protests Iraq crisis Luka Magnotta Ebola outbreak enterovirus D68 Ukraine Retail Wars Ebola September 1, 2014 8:57 pm WATCH: Kelowna charity provides Ebola relief By  Global News What is this? Sponsored content is written by Global News' editorial staff without any editorial influence by the sponsor. If you'd like to learn more... What is this ? X What is this? Sponsored content is written by Global News' without any editorial influence by the sponsor. If you'd like to learn more... KELOWNA – A Kelowna based charity that has worked in Liberia for over 15 years is turning its attention to the Ebola outbreak that’s killed over 1500 people in West Africa. Hope for the Nations, which typically focuses on children at risk, is taking steps to mitigate the impacts of the deadly disease. “The reality of it is we just need to step up and do something because the lives are at risk right now,” says executive director Patrick Elaschuk. Story continues below Country director Karen Barkman says all aspects of life in Liberia are being impacted by the outbreak and food is scarce so the charity has begun distributing rice. “Borders have been closed. Businesses are running at a very slow pace, most of them have closed. Schools are closed,” says Barkman. “If they can have their basic care taken care of, their daily nutrition [and] their daily needs, they are more able to manage themselves, their families and their communities so that’s a huge first step,” says Elaschuk. Hope for the Nations is also setting up sanitizing stations to try to prevent the deadly virus from spreading. “This is a country where the health infrastructure was already weak due to poverty [and] due to years of civil war in this country and so it wasn’t prepared at all for this type of a horrific virus that cannot seem to be contained,” says Barkman. On Friday, the World Health Organization listed 1300 confirmed, probable and suspected Ebola cases in Liberia. Report an error Ebola More Stories News Hospital staff lacking protections in Liberia often exposed to Ebola US works to step up Ebola aid, but is it enough? AU warns efforts to stop Ebola are stigmatizing Ebola can be contained if world responds now: Canadian doctor First diagnosed Ebola case in the North America. What happened? Comments Popular Now Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released 20224 How does Ebola spread? 5 things you need to know 18659 Accused Madeleine McCann Twitter troll found dead 9985 Ebola: 5 reasons why an outbreak is highly unlikely in Canada 7298 UPDATE: What’s the best, cheapest Canadian cellphone plan out there? 5891 Featured Content Canada Ebola: 5 reasons why an outbreak is highly unlikely in Canada What are the chances of an Ebola outbreak taking off in Canada? It isn’t likely, according to experts. And here are a number of reasons why. Continue reading → Environment Are we in the midst of a mass extinction? There have been 5 mass extinctions — the loss of 75 per cent or more of the world’s species — in Earth’s history. Scientists now believe that we are at the early stages of the sixth. Continue reading → Health Lab-grown penises may soon be ‘ready for testing’ on humans Researchers in North Carolina say penises grown in laboratories could “soon be ready for human testing,” offering hope for men who have had traumatic injuries or penile cancer. Continue reading → Canada Meet Rachel Parent — the teen fighting for GMO labelling in Canada Rachel Parent is a 15-year-old activist. Her goal: mandatory labelling in Canada of all genetically modified organisms, or GMOs that are found as ingredients in food. Continue reading → Canada Abandoned puppies on the mend Twenty hungry, cold and flea-infested puppies found in a Saskatchewan field are now being nursed back to health at Battleford’s Humane Society. Continue reading → Science Everything you need to know about Wednesday’s lunar eclipse On Oct. 8, Canada will be treated to its second lunar eclipse of the year. Find out what you can expect. Continue reading → Canada Can homegrown food win the climate change war? Wondering what’s the single most effective way to combat climate change? Plant a garden. Continue reading → Canada 16×9: An investigation into illegal lumber Timber thieves are stealing wood from the Russian Far East, processing it in China and then shipping it to North America, a 16×9 investigation has found. Continue reading → Highlights Hounds of Parliament: As commuting cyclist and budget watchdog, Frechette must make his presence known Frechette draws a line distinguishing his personality as a cyclist and as the parliamentary budget officer. But surely there’s a parallel between the assertive man he is on a bike and in the role of PBO? Continue reading → Email alerts Sign up for FREE daily Globalnews.ca newsletters and breaking news alerts Email Address National Daily News National Breaking News By clicking on the submit button, I have read, understood and agreed to our privacy policy Twitter Follow globalnews 20 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews USA Swimming suspends #MichaelPhelps for 6 months glbn.ca/ClLU9 pic.twitter.com/nqC3dQ3NhL 20 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews Hillary Clinton: military action against ISIS “critical” and “essential” globalnews.ca/news/1600343/w… #cdnpoli 32 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews Boy left in car during church choir practice dies glbn.ca/ClKBB Jump to a Region BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Connect Facebook Twitter Google+ RSS Contact Us Global News About Us Privacy Policy Principles & Practices Terms & Conditions Copyright Shaw Media Advertise Open Data © Shaw Media Inc., 2014. All rights reserved. Follow Follow “Global News” Get every new post delivered to your Inbox. Join 3,820 other followers Powered by WordPress.com Shaw Connect Expand News Entertainment Entertainment Home Celebs Movies TV Music Living Lifestyle Food Home & Living Sports Money Tech Travel Breaktime Autos Watch TV Online All Sites Global Global News Food Network HGTV History Television Showcase Slice DTOUR ET Canada National Geographic Movietime Lifetime H2 DIY Action NG Wild Mystery IFC BBC Deja Vu Twist)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=20508,BCTF News Releases  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources   For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development News Release Archives 2014  2013  2012    2011 2010  2009  2008 2007  2006  Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2010 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE January 29, 2010 Government continues to break its own class-size legislation  Despite attempts to spin the numbers, the government’s own data on class size and support for children with special needs show the BC Liberals refuse to live up to their own legislation and promises to improve classroom conditions, said BCTF President Irene Lanzinger. “Once again, the BC Liberal government is breaking their own legislation and breaking their promise to BC’s students,” said Lanzinger. “Even worse, Education Minister Margaret MacDiarmid and her government are trying to spin the numbers into a good news story. There are more overcrowded classes now than in 2006 when limits were set in legislation. Before that, there were no limits because the government stripped teachers’ collective agreements. The data put forward by the minister shows her government has no plan to improve classroom conditions.” The data presented by the minister of education show 3,229 class-size violations with more than 30 students for the 2009–10 school year. That is down a mere 100 classes from 2008–09, but still higher than 2007–08 when there were 3,179 violations. The numbers show the government has failed to make any progress. Of greater concern are the numbers around class composition, the term used to describe the number of students with special needs in a classroom. The government’s own legislation sets a limit at three students with an Individual Education Plan per class. In 2010, there are close to 12,000 class-composition violations. That is up from 11,000 in 2009 and 10,000 in 2008. “It has been more than four years since BC’s teachers went on strike to improve classroom conditions,” said Lanzinger. “But year after year, the government refused to fund their own legislation. The result is more overcrowded classes than ever before and cash-strapped school boards forced to make damaging cuts to our education system.” Earlier this month, Arbitrator James Dorsey ruled on a series of grievances about class size and class composition. In his decision, he clearly pointed out how government is failing to fulfill its duties. He stated: “If boards of education are not funded to enable them to fulfill their legislated responsibility and duty, then the funding provincial government must be accountable or the Legislative Assembly must expressly enact relief from the class-size and composition standards and explain to parents and teachers why the standards are no longer desirable or achievable.” Paragraph 73. “When a board of education exceeds grade level size and composition standards for a class and does not meet the requirements with respect to the class, the burden of the breach is primarily borne by the teacher(s) of the class, not the principal, superintendent, trustees, or even individual students.” Paragraph 141. http://www.bctf.ca/uploadedFiles/Public/BargainingContracts/ RemedyConsultClassSizeJan2010.pdf -  30  - For more information, contact Rich Overgaard, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell). Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13120&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 1998 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 11, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 1998 President’s message Kit Krieger What are appropriate limits for corporate messages in schools? After all, schools have never been advertising-free zones. Baby boomers will recall the Neilson Chocolate ads on wall maps. We know vending machines have long displayed soft-drink logos in schools. Yet, comparing the commercial intrusions of the past with those of the present is like comparing manual typewriters with Pentium computers. Exclusive contracts with the cola giants, corporate computer donations, and omnipresent advertising on the Internet place commercial messages in the foreground rather than in the background of school life. Imagine the possibilities if advertisers are given unlimited access to schools. Schools could be paid to have corporate logos shaped into students hairstyles. Underpaid teachers could earn extra dollars by wearing logos on their clothing or selling ad space on test papers. Teachers should be concerned about maintaining the integrity of the learning environment. Our Code of Ethics prohibits the exploiting of students for any personal gain. We have a responsibility to cultivate critical minds: advertising targets uncritical minds. Students are a captive audience, unable to turn off commercial messages in class as they can at home. Schools should be a marketplace of ideas, not goods. So what are the limits? It is up to us to define them as cash-strapped school boards are tempted by lucrative partnerships. Goods and services purchased with ad revenue come at too great a cost.)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media last tweet "" @ - 12:00am Follow @ last post "" facebook/ - Jan 1st Like Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20140930,www.bcpsea.bc.ca,http://www.bcpsea.bc.ca/documents/20101228_024335131_ohs2009-01.html,| BCPSEA | OHS HOME | ISSUE 2009-01: January 28, 2009 In This Issue When is Working Alone Not Working Alone   WorkSafeBC 2009 Rates   Review Division Update   Quick Links Refusal of Unsafe Work Flow Chart WorkSafeBC Questions If you have questions about the issues raised in this newsletter, or any health, safety or wellness issue, please contact Mark Grabas at 604.730.4509 or markg@bcpsea.bc.ca When is Working Alone Not Working Alone Recently, WorkSafeBC updated its guideline to the Working Alone provisions found in sections 4.20.1 to 4.23 of the OHS Regulation.  Specifically, WorkSafeBC sought to define the phrase "assigned to work alone or in isolation." Assigned to work alone or in isolation In its updated guideline, WorkSafeBC stresses that the requirements of the working alone regulation apply only when a worker is assigned to work alone or in isolation.  WorkSafeBC has defined �assigned to work alone or in isolation� to mean: Where the worker is directed or expected to work during a scheduled or predetermined period of time, such as a specified work shift or a specified portion of a work shift. During that time it is anticipated or expected that the worker will be working alone or in isolation. Workers who work alone or in isolation for short or intermittent periods of time without being directed to do so are not considered to have been "assigned" to work alone. The updated guideline also includes the following example: A worker in most office and similar work settings, where other workers are normally present during their work hours, is not considered to be assigned to work alone or in isolation if, for example, the worker decides to come in early, work late, or come in on a day off. While a worker in such a setting may choose to work alone and this is permitted by the employer, the worker is not considered to have been assigned to work alone. Accordingly, the provisions of sections 4.20.2 to 4.23 would not apply. So what does that all mean...? In a situation where a worker decides to come into school early, work late or come in on a weekend or day off, working alone procedures do not need to be implemented. However, it is important to note that the worker will likely still be considered to be working by WorkSafeBC. WorkSafeBC 2009 Rates Public school districts in British Columbia fall under Classification Unit #765008 of the WorkSafeBC classification system. The 2009 assessment rate is $0.64 per $100 of assessable payroll to a maximum wage per worker of $68,500. This is a 5% increase over the 2008 rate. The 2008 assessment rate was $0.61 and the 2007 assessment rate was $0.59. This trend of higher rates is likely to continue into 2010. Review Division Update The Request for Review Form has been revised mostly to allow applicants to request telephone contact or an oral hearing.  Notwithstanding these changes, the Review Division is clear that the �Read and Review method� will remain the predominant method for conducting reviews. Applicants will be required to indicate why they feel telephone contact or a hearing might be necessary. In general, oral hearings will rarely be granted. The majority of those granted will be prevention reviews. The new form can be found by clicking on the following link (Request for Review). BC Public School Employers' Association 400 � 1333 West Broadway, Vancouver BC V6H 4C1 Tel: 604.730.0739   Fax: 604.730.0787    www.bcpsea.bc.ca    Privacy Statement)
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(20141006,wordpress.org,https://wordpress.org/,WordPress › Blog Tool, Publishing Platform, and CMS Have you taken the WordPress 2014 Survey yet? WordPress.org Showcase Themes Plugins Mobile Support Forums Documentation Get Involved About Blog Hosting Download WordPress Ready to get started?Download WordPress WordPress is web software you can use to create a beautiful website or blog. We like to say that WordPress is both free and priceless at the same time. The core software is built by hundreds of community volunteers, and when you’re ready for more there are thousands of plugins and themes available to transform your site into almost anything you can imagine. Over 60 million people have chosen WordPress to power the place on the web they call “home” — we’d love you to join the family. Ready to get started? Download WordPress 4.0 WordPress Swag News From Our Blog WordPress 4.0 “Benny” Version 4.0 of WordPress, named “Benny” in honor of jazz clarinetist and bandleader Benny Goodman, is available for download or update in your WordPress dashboard. While 4.0 is just another number for us after 3.9 and before 4.1, we feel we’ve put a little extra polish into it. This release brings you a smoother writing and management experience […] It’s Easy As… Find a Web Host and get great hosting while supporting WordPress at the same time. Download & Install WordPress with our famous 5-minute installation. Feel like a rock star. Read the Documentation and become a WordPress expert yourself, impress your friends. WordPress Users … and hundreds more About Blog Hosting Jobs Support Get Involved Learn Showcase Plugins Themes Ideas WordCamp WordPress.TV BuddyPress bbPress WordPress.com Matt Privacy License / GPLv2 Code is Poetry)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9972&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 4, March 2003 Whose standards? Whose values? by Rhonda Philpott As a teacher interested in human/children’s rights, antiracism, and multicultural and environmental education, I was excited about the most recent curriculum trend, "performance standards for social responsibility." I eagerly embraced the curriculum and began adapting ideas in my classroom. What a great concept: have students learn about rights and responsibilities and begin shaping a more socially aware generation of children. But the more I studied and reflected, the more I realized that I had some serious concerns about the new government trend. What are the standards all about? What are the objectives and intentions supporting them? And most nagging for me, how can we measure qualities such as caring, compassion, and respect? Why do we feel compelled to always measure? Whose standards are they? Do the standards reflect the cultural diversity in our schools? Do we not already come to school with a sense of identity shaped by our cultural and family values and histories? Do the standards of performance reflect those values, or are we influencing the identities of the students we teach by setting social standards to which they must aspire? And if we do measure such qualities and behaviours, I wonder if they might become neatly packaged skills that are covered briefly and then pushed aside for the "real three Rs." Isn’t becoming a socially aware and responsible person a lifelong learning that is woven throughout daily living? Isn’t it an ongoing part of discourses and dialogues with friends, family, and colleagues rather than a measurable skill? Is the goal of such a curriculum to encourage dialogue or simply to strengthen the brotherhood of authoritative discourse? In my mind, one has possibilities for creative solutions to our current problems; whereas the other simply reinforces a status quo that repeats a stagnant cycle. By measuring social responsibility, are we moving toward our goal of creating a peaceful, conscientious, caring society, or are we moving away? Is it possible that through the accountability compulsion to rate and measure skills and behaviours, more competition and self-centredness are encouraged? If our system is all about making the grade, then who’s to say that the students won’t simply learn to play the game? If we set up a system of "rating," then those who truly want to excel might simply act out the appropriate behaviours to obtain the highest rating but never truly live out a socially conscious life. Do we want children to simply play the game, or do we want them to intrinsically feel compelled to embrace a socially conscious way of life? How can we create schools centred in care within a system based on competition and attaining the grade? And have we agreed that creating these standards and measuring our performance is what we hope for in creating educational and societal transformation? I question our abilities or even our motivations for setting and evaluating behaviours and values of family life. In a recent course in dispute resolution, the discussion surrounding values made explicit that values are not negotiable. Setting the standard for values outside the school confirms that we are continuing to promote an authoritative concept of education and that we really haven’t made much progress in our educational systems. Is it so necessary to have common shared values? Is it desirable? Can we not explore social responsibility without prescribing standards of measurement? Historian Michael Ignateiff suggests a possibility: "The precondition for order in a liberal society is an act of the imagination, not a moral consensus or shared values, but the capacity to understand a moral world different from our own. We may be different, but we can imagine what it would be like to be each other." Perhaps our next step is to work together to explore further and expand our understanding of what it means to be socially responsible. We in education (especially those making the decisions at the top levels of government) need to look at the implications of our privileged and trusted positions. Having critically examined our privilege, we then need to open the floor to a variety of voices to expand the exploration and help us understand social responsibility from a variety of perspectives. And finally if compelled to do so, we teachers need to voice our concerns...for whose voice speaks for us if it is not our own? Rhonda Philpott teaches at Aldergrove Elementary School, Langley.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9722,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 19, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 2006 BC's growing poverty crisis Canada’s working poor When working is not enough to escape poverty According to a report published this past August by Human Resources and Social Development Canada, there are over 1.5 million Canadians affected by working poverty and one-third of them are children under the age of 18. The authors estimate that there are about 653,300 working poor persons in Canada. The definition of working poor is a worker between 18 and 64 years old, not a full-time student, who worked at least 910 hours in one year. Using the most recently available census data, the authors confront a number of myths and popular misconceptions about the working poor. One of those myths is that if you work hard, you won’t be poor. According to the study, working poor are as "attached" to the labour market as non-poor workers, working on average, as many hours as the latter group (about 2,000 per year). And the working poor aren’t always the same people. Over a six-year period, one in 10 working-age adults will experience at least one year of working poverty. The working poor have less favourable employment conditions: they are more likely to have atypical work schedules, are less likely to have access to dental and health-care plans, life or disability insurance, a pension plan, or to be unionized. The study found that you were more likely to be among the working poor if you lived in BC, were the sole breadwinner with dependant children, if you were self-employed, and if you were less well educated. Working poverty rates were highest among those with less than high school education (9.1%), a rate that dropped by a significant three percentage points to 6.1% with high school, post-secondary (4.8%) and university (3.2%) educated workers had the lowest working poverty rates. British Columbia had the highest rate of working poor in the country at 10.2% and Vancouver (9.5%) had the highest percentage of working poor compared to five other major city centres: Toronto (5.3%), Calgary (5.2%), Ottawa/Gatineau (3.7%), Montreal (3.4%), and Winnipeg (3.2%). The most recent Statistics Canada low income cut-off data for a single person in a large urban area is $17,219 compared to $11,264 for someone living in a rural area. For a family of four, these cut-off levels are $32,556 and $21,296 respectively. – Colleen Hawkey, chawkey@bctf.ca Source: Human Resources and Social Development Canada, (August 2006). When Working is Not Enough to Escape Poverty: An analysis of Canada’s working poor, working paper. SP-630-06-06E Poverty comes to school every day by Stacey Kemp In 2003, BC had the highest poverty rate in Canada with 23.9%. That is appalling when you think that it’s basically one in four children. In BC that is over 200,000 children, approximately the same as the population of Cranbrook, Nanaimo, and Kelowna combined. The national poverty rate was 17.6%. Most families that are living in poverty have some employment at minimum wage jobs with no benefits so they make $8.50 an hour. After paying for daycare and rent, which is over $1,000 a month, there is no money left. The other big concern is the child labour laws. It used to be that if you were under 15 you had to have permission from the school and your parents to work. In 2003, new legislation was passed that allows 12-year-olds to work 35 hours a week if they are not going to school. If the child is attending school, the school no longer has to give permission, they only need permission from one parent. There are now 12-year-olds who are working to help their families. Living in poverty affects learning. It is wonderful that schools have free-lunch programs but imagine coming to school without having eaten in 18 hours. That’s the reality for a lot of these children. Because we do academics in the morning, we need to advocate for a breakfast program. I’ve tried in some schools but with limited success. So what can teachers do? The biggest thing is understanding that these kids are not living in poverty by choice. They were born into it and they don’t have any options—understanding is very important. We also need to look at understanding the relationships and the children’s method of speaking. Rudy Payne’s book on poverty was about storytelling and how children growing up in poverty will typically start at the end of the story and tell you what the final result is and then back track. When kids are in the office being disciplined, the teacher and principal are often only seeing the final results and the children are not given the chance to go back and explain why it happened. In closing, I want to say that relationships are key and teachers need to build on those relationships so that kids will stay in school and be more successful. Stacey Kemp is an elementary counsellor in the Okanagan-Skaha school district and a member of the BCTF End Poverty Action Group. Why are there so many poor among us? by Jean Swanson The latest stats from Stats Canada figures on the distribution of wealth are from 2001. The poorest 10% has no wealth—they are in debt. The second poorest has virtually no wealth. That’s 20% that has no wealth. The third 10% poorest has 1% of the wealth. The fourth poorest has 2%. The fifth poorest 10% has 3%. The sixth 10% still only has 5%. The seventh poorest has 8%. The eighth poorest 10% has 11% of the wealth. The second richest 10% has 17% of the wealth. The richest 10% has 53% of the wealth. If wealth were distributed equally, they’d all have 10%. The poorest half has only 6% of the wealth, and the other half has 94%. A literacy expert, Carmen St. John Hunter said, "Poverty is the underlying cause of illiteracy. Without any proven will to break the chain of poverty, no government has been able to make significant progress toward universal literacy." There is a fascinating book by Richard Wilkinson who is an epidemiologist. He quotes research studies that show income inequality in developed countries is bad for just about everything. Countries with great inequalities will have more racism, more sexism, a worse performance in school, more drug abuse, more sickness, shorter lives, more despair, more alienation, more street crime, and even lower voter turnout. It is not so much because the poorest can’t afford decent nutrition, or that the poorer people live in polluted areas, or they don’t have the proper housing, it is because it is so stressful to continuously fight against the stigma of being seen as less than other people. According to Wilkinson, facing discrimination caused by poverty and racism actually unleashes hormones and causes immune system responses that cause poor people in unequal countries to get sick more and die sooner. Here in BC, our economy is booming, but we have horrible poverty stats. According to the National Council of Welfare, BC has the highest rate of child poverty of all the provinces. The Federal government’s market-basket study says that 30% of BC children are living in poverty. The real solution is to end poverty and reduce inequality in our province and our country. We are capable of doing this if we make our politicians develop a political will to do it. In 2002, some single parents on welfare in BC lost as much as $400 a month through welfare changes. If a father pays maintenance to a mother on welfare, 100% of it is deducted from her cheque. If the mother tries to work to supplement the welfare, 100% of her earnings are deducted from the welfare cheque, and if she doesn’t declare it, she’s a criminal. The welfare rate for a single parent and the child is $968 a month plus there is a child-tax benefit of $123. The dieticians of Canada and the BC regions say that if a family on welfare spends a reasonable amount on rent and other necessities of life, they will have virtually nothing left for a nutritious diet. A person working full-time at the minimum wage gets about $16,000 before deductions and childcare, so they are not much better off. Right now it is very important to be putting as much pressure as possible on the provincial government for welfare and minimum wage increases, and to build affordable housing. I have never seen so much momentum for these changes, not from the government but it is coming from every where else because the situation is so bad. For example, the National Council of Welfare puts out reports every year about how bad welfare payments are but this year the media covered it. The Vancouver Sun has had two editorials calling for higher welfare rates. The North Shore News has called for the same thing. Vancouver, Victoria, Kelowna, Maple Ridge, and Kamloops have passed resolutions calling for welfare-rate increases, and I think Burnaby is going to do that soon. I’m now with a group called "Raise the Rates" and we formed in January 2006. We want four things: welfare rates increased by 50% an end to the barriers that are keeping people in need off of welfare everyone on welfare to be allowed to keep the first $500 they earn minimum wage of at least $10 an hour and an end to the training wage. We’ve got the posters, we’ve got leaflets that say: Could you live on $6 a day? So far our members from the Anglican church have sent this material to over 100 Anglican churches and parishes in the Lower Mainland, and they want more. The Labour Council has endorsed our demands and is helping us get the posters printed. The BC Nurses’ Union gave us $5,000. The NDP is beginning to wake up on this issue although they need to do a lot more on it. You could join and support Raise the Rates. Teachers can let the government and the opposition know that they want higher welfare rates, higher wages, and more affordable housing. We do have a $3 billion surplus so there is no excuse for not doing that, no excuse whatsoever. Newfoundland, Quebec, and Ireland have recently adopted anti-poverty strategies. In Ireland, which has the oldest anti-poverty strategy, poverty has been reduced from 15% to 5%. By ending taxation for low-wage earners, increasing welfare, providing more money for training, and transportation and heat. I’m hoping that the BCTF can continue to step up the pressure on government to even out some of these obscene wealth stats and help all children have an equal chance to learn and thrive. Jean Swanson is an antipoverty activist and helped form Raise the Rates. www.raisetherates.org We can afford to end poverty by Seth Klein You can sense the momentum building to address poverty in our communities. Mark Lee, the economist from our office, and I went to present an anti-poverty plan for the province to the provincial Finance Committee. The Surrey Chamber of Commerce gave a presentation, most of which I disagreed with, but interestingly on this issue, and in light of the upcoming Olympics, they were very clear. We’ve got to deal with homelessness before the Olympics. I gather from one of the members of the Finance Committee that this is the single message they have heard more than any other as they have travelled the province. So the momentum is building. For those of you who are teachers in the classroom, you may find yourselves in these debates sometimes with your co-workers, friends, and family. I just want to equip you with some facts and then some further solutions so you can do that good work. Whenever you are talking about poverty and welfare rates, you are confronting three dominant myths: Welfare is more generous than it is. Welfare is easier to get than it is. Poverty is inevitable, it will always be with us. To speak to the last of those first. It’s not true, there is nothing that is inevitable about it. To paraphrase the organization that Jean Swanson helped found some years ago, it is legislated in many ways. It is the result of bad policies, and bad policy choices. Conversely, there is a great quote from Nelson Mandela, "Like slavery and apartheid, poverty is not natural. It is man-made and it can be eradicated by the actions of human beings." People need to know that those jurisdictions that decide they are going to do something—do, and within a remarkably short period of time, they can make huge dents in prevailing poverty rates. Ireland is one such example. BC and Newfoundland consistently rank as having the worst poverty rates in the country. Whenever you draw this to the attention of the BC government, they respond the same way. Oh the stats are old, the economy is picking up, we don’t need to worry about it and as we work, there will be a strong economy. The Conservative government in Newfoundland, in the face of this same statistic, responds completely differently. Their response is, we are aware of these statistics, and they are unacceptable. The main policy goal in BC in the last few years has been welfare caseload reduction. The goal of Newfoundland is poverty reduction. These are very different goals. Welfare caseload reduction is neither good nor bad. It depends on why it is happening and it depends on what is happening to those who leave. In the same way that our premier is always going on about the Five Great Goals, you can go to the homepage of the Newfoundland government and download their detailed book of an anti-poverty plan. It is not just a plan for the ministry responsible for welfare. It is an over-arching goal of government across ministries, with targets, timelines, performance measures, and a minister responsible. All kinds of people’s jobs and duties now hinge on their ability to meet these goals and to take a province over a 10-year period from having one of the worst poverty rates to one of the best. If you just asked people, Do you think we should increase welfare rates? I suspect it would be split down the middle. But what we found when you tell them what people actually get on welfare and then ask them, 74% say yes. A lot of rules have made welfare much harder to access, and we’ve written a whole paper on this called, "Denied assistance—Closing the front door on welfare in BC." A lot of those changes are unknown to people. When you tell them about it, they do not like what they hear. It does not sit well with them. It is an information gap, not a values gap. British Columbia not only has the highest child poverty rates in the country, it has the highest poverty rate overall, the highest childhood poverty rates, the highest rates for single-mother families, but has also been operating in defiance of the national trends. The situation in this decade has been improving nationally, yet between 2000 and 2004 has become dramatically worse in BC. For single-mother-led households, poverty rose 15.8 percentage points between the years 2000 and 2004. That is a huge increase in the poverty rate. What is happening relates to the policy changes that were introduced in 2002, because a lot of them ended up specifically targeting in effect single-mother households. There was a straight cut in benefits in 2002, just under $50 a month, cuts to shelter allowance for families of three or more, a loss of the earnings exemptions, as much as $200 or more of income a month, and the loss of the family maintenance exemption, another $100 a month. Before 2002, single-parent households could combine work and welfare and other income in such a way that got them just above the poverty line, and after 2002, the rules didn’t allow them to do that any more. It has become much more difficult to access social assistance in the first place. The government claims that welfare cases have gone down, a good news story that more people are leaving and they are leaving for work. But when we got the month-by-month freedom of information data that actually looked at how many people over this whole four-year period were going onto welfare and how many people were leaving, something interesting emerged. Turns out that there is no increase in the number of people leaving welfare. The decline in caseloads is entirely because of a reduction in the number of people getting on. It is about a massive tightening of the rules in different and subtle ways, an increase in the outright denials and the dramatic increase in what we call the discouraging factor of a system that has become so complicated and onerous to navigate that people simply walk away. There’s a direct correlation between that and the increase in homelessness that we all witness. We went before the Finance Committee and we outlined our anti-poverty strategy and pointed out that in a province as rich as British Columbia, there’s no reason why we couldn’t do this. We laid out a detailed anti-poverty strategy, which included: raising welfare rates. increasing welfare eligibility. increasing minimum wages to $10, although that is a non-budget item. dramatically increasing the stock of social housing. changing some of the rules so that lower-income people have more access to post-secondary education and training. increasing access to childcare. In the first year of our plan, it would cost $2.3 billion. That’s a lot of money but we all know the surplus for the year just closed was $3 billion. The current year will again have a surplus between $2 and $3 billion. According to our projections, next year’s surplus is looking to be $4 billion until they make changes with February’s budget. So the money is there to do something dramatic and bold. Seth Klein is BC director, Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives. www.ccpa.com Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=15156&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2008 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 20, Number 5, March 2008 BCTF Advantage: We take care of your vacation needs By Melissa Di Poce With the choices available today to consumers, it may seem like it’s just as easy to book your holiday online or through a 1-800-number, but how do you know what’s best? The options are unlimited; so how do you make the right choice? There’s so much to know about the complexities of travelling these days. A good travel agent really knows the world of travel. An experienced travel agent can help you decide on the right destination for your personality and needs, as well as have up-to-the-minute information on travel deals and places to avoid. If you haven’t taken a cruise before (and even if you have), it can be a little complicated and intimidating trying to determine what options to choose (room type, cruise company, itinerary, etc.). Your trusted agent’s professional skills will guide you through all the must-knows such as vaccinations and documentation to travel to your chosen locale. While you may be able to snag great airfares online on your own, travel agents have access to wholesale airfares often not found on a public website, and will be able to secure better deals for you on cruises, packages, and hotels. Many travel providers offer special deals to travel agents, particularly if they are a high-volume producer. Travel agents can also keep an eye on fares, to see whether a fare you booked has fallen. If it does, the agent may be able to get you a refund on the difference you paid. Benefits of booking through BCTF Advantage Program and a BCAA travel agent: You get travel advice and recommendations from seasoned professionals. We do much more than issue tickets—we plan dream vacations. You save time and money by having a professional advise and make recommendations based on years of travel experience in the industry. Each person and each holiday is unique from all others. We focus on what you individually need to make your vacation getaway a perfect dream. We provide all-inclusive services. We help you plan as much or as little as you want. Not only will we help arrange your cruise, tour, or airline ticket, we also arrange transfers, excursions, cars, rail, and more. When you’re vacationing, the only surprises should be pleasant ones. When you book you will know exactly how much your trip will cost. There are no unexpected charges for transfers, taxes, fees, or anything else. We’re here for you before, during, and after your trip. Should anything come up before you go and you need to change, we’re right here waiting to help. If a hiccup happens while you’re away or you need to make a change, our 24-hour worldwide service is just a phone call away. For more information, contact 1-877-778-8717 or go to bctf.ca. Melissa Di Poce is the BCAA product manager, Group Affinity Services.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=21546,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > September 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 23, Number 1, September 2010   Looking back  By Chris Bocking   70 years ago It is only since the outbreak of war that Junior Red Cross has begun its penetration of Senior High Schools. There is undoubtedly subtle enemy propaganda that has been working for years to lure the young, as it has lured the young in Germany. Junior Red Cross is a powerful antidote against the insidious poisons of Communist and Nazi propaganda. Flag-waving, pledges, demonstrations of hatred against the enemy, and talk, are rather futile methods of teaching patriotism, but let students really do something to support the soldiers who are fighting our battle for freedom, and they then become active participants in a great cause. – September 1940, The BC Teacher   50 years ago Psychologists tell us that habits of initiative and responsibility give us self-confidence and a feeling of personal worth. This self-confidence is extended through successful experiences. Unfortunately, the backward child obtains too little success, and the bright child succeeds too easily. To go slowly with a fast learner is as harmful as to go quickly with a slow learner. If we are to be fair to both types of student, we must have homogeneous grouping of pupils, for no teacher can go quickly and slowly at the same time. – Sept./Oct. 1960, The BC Teacher  30 years ago Almost half our students will soon belong to a union. Unions have a history of struggle, courage, and achievement—a Canadian success story. They also share many common work experiences with teachers. The reasons for closer ties are strong, so how can trade unions and the schools work more closely together? In the classroom the most common and effective involvement has been when the teacher invites a union member into the class, most often to a social studies or business education class. Outside the classroom the Canadian Labour Congress and the BC Federation of Labour have petitioned the government to make labour studies an integral part of the new social studies curriculum. The labour movement has always supported full funding for education, opposed cutbacks, and encouraged its members to be involved in their community and schools. – Sept./Oct. 1980, The BC Teacher  10 years ago Our children are the focus of big businesses, looking for new markets for their products. Multi-national corporations, such as Coke, Pepsi, and McDonalds, are not only invading the school’s hallways, they’re also moving into the classroom. What can we do to prevent the commercialization of our schools? Two local examples were cited at a recent conference entitled “Public Education: Not For Sale.” During June 1998, Grade 3 and 4 students at a Vancouver elementary school spent months on an assignment from the White Spot burger chain to come up with creative products for kids. “It was a lot of work,” says Jeffrey Ye, age 9. On April 11, 2000, Sandra Banks, vice-president of Coke Canada, told approximately 90 BC middle school students that “Caffeine is probably one of the safest substances that is studied by government. It is naturally occurring in the coca bean. You, as the consumer, get to choose what you want but, from our perspective, caffeine is a completely safe ingredient . . . it’s a healthy substance.”– September 2000, Teacher newsmagazine  Compiled by Chris Bocking, Keating Elementary School, Saanich   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/contacts.cfm?page=superintendents&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true,BCTF Contacts Home E-mail Lists Links A to Z Index Contact Us Help SITE SEARCH Quick Links BCTF formsBCTF NewsFrançaisLabour linksPensionsTeacher NewsmagazineTeaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Contact Us > Boards of Education Superintendents Boards of Education Superintendents in BC 201213 Ms. Lynn Hauptman Superintendent of Schools SD #5 (Southeast Kootenay) 940 Industrial Road, No. 1 Cranbrook, BC V1C 4C6 Phone: 250-417-2079 Fax: 250-417-2081 lynn.hauptman@sd5.bc.ca Mr. Paul Carriere Superintendent of Schools SD #6 (Rocky Mountain) Box 430 (620-4th Street) Invermere, BC V0A 1K0 Phone: 250-342-9243 Fax: 250-342-6966 paul.carriere@sd6.bc.ca Mr. Jeff Jones Superintendent of Schools SD #8 (Kootenay Lake) 570 Johnstone Road Nelson, BC V1L 6J2 Phone: 250-505-7046 Fax: 250-352-6686 jjones@sd8.bc.ca Ms. Terry Taylor Acting Superintendent of Schools SD #10 (Arrow Lakes) Box 340 Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0 Phone: 250-265-3638 Fax: 250-265-3701 terrytaylor@sd10.bc.ca Mr. Mike Hooker Superintendent of Schools SD #19 (Revelstoke) Bag 5800, 1121 Vernon Ave Revelstoke, BC V0E 2S0 Phone: 250-837-2101 Fax: 250-837-9335 mhooker@sd19.bc.ca Mr. Greg Luterbach Superintendent of Schools SD #20 (Kootenay-Columbia) 2001 Third Avenue Trail, BC V1R 1R6 Phone: 250-368-2224 Fax: 250-364-2470 gluterbach@sd20.bc.ca Mr. Joe Rogers Superintendent of Schools SD #22 (Vernon) 1401 - 15th Street Vernon, BC V1T 8S8 Phone: 250-549-9226 Fax: 250-549-9200 jrogers@sd22.bc.ca Mr. Hugh Gloster Superintendent of Schools SD #23 (Central Okanagan) 1940 Underhill Street Kelowna, BC V1X 5X7 Phone: 250-470-3256 Fax: 250-870-5056 Hugh.Gloster@sd23.bc.ca Mr. Mark Thiessen Superintendent of Schools SD #27 (Cariboo-Chilcotin) 350 Second Avenue North Williams Lake, BC V2G 1Z9 Phone: 250-398-3824 Fax: 250-392-3600 mark.thiessen@sd27.bc.ca Ms. Sue Ellen Miller Superintendent of Schools SD #28 (Quesnel) 401 North Star Rd Quesnel, BC V2J 5K2 Phone: 250-992-8802 Fax: 250-992-7652 sueellenmiller@sd28.bc.ca Ms. Evelyn Novak Superintendent of Schools SD #33 (Chilliwack) 8430 Cessna Drive Chilliwack, BC V2P 7K4 Phone: 604-792-1321 Fax: 604-792-9665 Evelyn_Novak@sd33.bc.ca Mr. Kevin Godden Superintendent of Schools SD #34 (Abbotsford) 2790 Tims Street Abbotsford, BC V2T 4M7 Phone: 604-859-4891 Fax: 604-852-5898 kevin_godden@sd34.bc.ca Ms. Suzanne Hoffman Acting Superintendent of Schools SD #35 (Langley) 4875 - 222nd Street Langley, BC V3A 3Z7 Phone: 604-534-7891 Fax: 604-532-1405 shoffman@sd35.bc.ca Dr. Jodan Tinney Superintendent of Schools SD #36 (Surrey) 14033 92nd Avenue Surrey, BC V3V 0B7 Phone: 604-595-6308 Fax: 604-595-6309 tinney_j@sd36.bc.ca Ms. Dianne Turner Superintendent of Schools SD #37 (Delta) 4585 Harvest Drive Delta, BC V4K 5B4 Phone: 604-952-5340 Fax: 604-952-5379 dturner@deltasd.bc.ca Ms. Moneca Pamer Superintendent of Schools SD #38 (Richmond) 7811 Granville Avenue Richmond, BC V6Y 3E3 Phone: 604-668-6000 Fax: 604-233-0150 mpamer@sd38.bc.ca Mr. Steve Cardwell Superintendent of Schools SD #39 (Vancouver) 1580 West Broadway Vancouver, BC V6J 5K8 Phone: 604-713-5100 Fax: 604-713-5412 scardwell@vsb.bc.ca Mr. John Gaiptman Superintendent of Schools SD #40 (New Westminster) 1001 Columbia St. New Westminster, BC V3M 1C4 Phone: 604-517-6328 Fax: 604-517-6319 gaiptman@sd40.bc.ca Mr. Kevin Kaardal Superintendent of Schools SD #41 (Burnaby) 5325 Kincaid Street Burnaby, BC V5G 1W2 Phone: 604-296-6900 Fax: 604-296-6910 kevin.kaardal@sd41.bc.ca Ms. Laurie Meston Superintendent of Schools SD #42 (Maple Ridge) 22225 Brown Avenue Maple Ridge, BC V2X 8N6 Phone: 604-463-4200 Fax: 604-463-0573 Laurie.Meston@sd42.ca Mr. Tom Grant Superintendent of Schools SD #43 (Coquitlam) 550 Poirier Street Coquitlam, BC V3J 6A7 Phone: 604-939-9201 Fax: 604-936-2932 tgrant@sd43.bc.ca Mr. John Lewis Superintendent of Schools SD #44 (North Vancouver) 721 Chesterfield Avenue North Vancouver, BC V7M 2M5 Phone: 604-903-3444 Fax: 604-903-3449 jlewis@nvsd44.bc.ca Mr. Chris Kennedy Superintendent of Schools SD #45 (West Vancouver) 1075 - 21st Street West Vancouver, BC V7V 4A9 Phone: 604-981-1031 Fax: 604-981-1001 ckennedy@sd45.bc.ca Mr. Patrick Bocking Superintendent of Schools SD #46 (Sunshine Coast) Box 220, 494 South Fletcher Road Gibsons, BC V0N 1V0 Phone: 604-886-8811 Fax: 604-886-4489 pbocking@sd46.bc.ca Mr. Jay Yule Superintendent of Schools SD #47 (Powell River) 4351 Ontario Avenue Powell River, BC V8A 1V3 Phone: 604-414-2600 Fax: 604-485-6435 jyule@sd47.bc.ca Ms. Lisa McCullough Superintendent of Schools SD #48 (Sea to Sky) Box 250 Squamish, BC V0N 3G0 Phone: 604-892-5228 Fax: 604-892-1038 lmccullough@sd48.bc.ca Ms. Norma Hart Superintendent of Schools SD #49 (Central Coast) Bag 130 Hagensborg, BC V0T 1H0 Phone: 250-982-2691 Fax: 250-982-2319 nhart@sd49.bc.ca Mr. Angus Wilson Superintendent of Schools SD #50 (Haida Gwaii) Box 69 Queen Charlotte City, BC V0T 1S0 Phone: 250-559-8471 Fax: 250-559-8849 awilson@sd50.bc.ca Mr. Kevin Argue Superintendent of Schools SD #51 (Boundary) Box 640 (1021 Central Avenue) Grand Forks, BC V0H 1H0 Phone: 250-442-8258 Fax: 250-442-7737 kevin.argue@sd51.bc.ca Ms. Sandra Jones Superintendent of Schools SD #52 (Prince Rupert) 634 - 6th Avenue East Prince Rupert, BC V8J 1X1 Phone: 250-624-6717 Fax: 250-627-0772 sjones@sd52.bc.ca Ms. Beverly Young Superintendent of Schools SD #53 (Okanagan Similkameen) Box 1770 (34061 - 101st Street) Oliver, BC V0H 1T0 Phone: 250-498-3481 Fax: 250-498-4070 byoung@sd53.bc.ca Mr. Chris van der Mark Superintendent of Schools SD #54 (Bulkley Valley) Box 758 Smithers, BC V0J 2N0 Phone: 250-877-6831 Fax: 250-877-6835 ch-vandermark@sd54.bc.ca Mr. Brian Pepper Superintendent of Schools SD #57 (Prince George) 2100 Ferry Avenue Prince George, BC V2L 4R5 Phone: 250-561-6800 Fax: 250-561-6801 bpepper@sd57.bc.ca Mr. Stephen McNiven Superintendent of Schools SD #58 (Nicola Similkameen) Box 4100, Stn Main Merritt, BC V1K 1B8 Phone: 250-378-5161 Fax: 250-378-6263 smcniven@sd58.bc.ca Ms. Kathy Sawchuk Superintendent of Schools SD #59 (Peace River South) 11600 7th Street Dawson Creek, BC V1G 4R8 Phone: 250-782-8571 Fax: 250-782-3204 kathy_sawchuk@mail.sd59.bc.ca Mr. Dave Sloan Superintendent of Schools SD #60 (Peace River North) 10112 - 105 Avenue Fort St. John, BC V1J 4S4 Phone: 250-262-6000 Fax: 250-262-6046 dsloan@prn.bc.ca Ms. Sherri Bell Superintendent of Schools SD #61 (Greater Victoria) 556 Boleskine Road Victoria, BC V8Z 1E8 Phone: 250-475-4162 Fax: 250-475-4112 sbell@sd61.bc.ca Mr. Jim Cambridge Superintendent of Schools SD #62 (Sooke) 3143 Jacklin Road Victoria, BC V9B 5R1 Phone: 250-474-9807 Fax: 250-474-9850 jcambridge@sd62.bc.ca Ms. Nancy MacDonald Superintendent of Schools SD #63 (Saanich) 2125 Keating Cross Road, PO Box 2000 Saanichton, BC V8M 2A5 Phone: 250-652-7332 Fax: 250-652-7360 nmacdonald@sd63.bc.ca Ms. Lisa Halstead Superintendent of Schools SD #64 (Gulf Islands) 112 Rainbow Road Salt Spring Island, BC V8K 2K3 Phone: 250-537-5548 Fax: 250-537-4200 lhalstead@sd64.bc.ca Ms. Wendy Hyer Superintendent of Schools SD #67 (Okanagan Skaha) 425 Jermyn Avenue Penticton, BC V2A 1Z4 Phone: 250-770-7713 Fax: 250-770-7732 whyer@summer.com Mr. Dave Hutchinson Superintendent of Schools SD #68 (Nanaimo) 395 Wakesiah Avenue Nanaimo, BC V9R 3K6 Phone: 250-754-5531 Fax: 250-741-5218 david.hutchinson@sd68.bc.ca Mr. Rollie Koop Superintendent of Schools SD #69 (Qualicum) Box 430 Parksville, BC V9P 2G5 Phone: 250-248-4241 Fax: 250-248-5767 rkoop@sd69.bc.ca Mr. Cam Pinkerton Superintendent of Schools SD #70 (Alberni) 4690 Roger Street Port Alberni, BC V9Y 3Z4 Phone: 250-720-2770 Fax: 250-723-0318 cpinkerton@sd70.bc.ca Ms. Sherry Elwood Superintendent of Schools SD #71 (Comox Valley) 607 Cumberland Road Courtenay, BC V9N 7G5 Phone: 250-334-5500 Fax: 250-334-5552 sherry.elwood@sd71.bc.ca Mr. Tom Longridge Superintendent of Schools SD #72 (Campbell River) 425 Pinecrest Road Campbell River, BC V9W 3P2 Phone: 250-830-2398 Fax: 250-287-2616 tom.longridge@sd72.bc.ca Dr. Terry Sullivan Superintendent of Schools SD #73 (Kamloops-Thompson) 1383 Ninth Avenue Kamloops, BC V2C 3X7 Phone: 250-374-0679 Fax: 250-372-1183 tsullivan@sd73.bc.ca Ms. Teresa Downs Superintendent of Schools SD #74 (Gold Trail) PO Bag 250 (400 Hollis Road) Ashcroft, BC V0K 1A0 Phone: 250-453-9101 Fax: 250-453-2425 tdowns@gw.sd74.bc.ca Mr. Bill Fletcher Superintendent of Schools SD #75 (Mission) 33046 Fourth Avenue Mission, BC V2V 1S5 Phone: 604-814-3701 Fax: 604-826-4640 bill.fletcher@mpsd.ca Dr. Karen Nelson Superintendent of Schools SD #78 (Fraser-Cascade) Bag 3200 (650 Kawkawa Lake Road) Hope, BC V0X 1L4 Phone: 604-869-2411 Fax: 604-869-7400 knelson@sd78.bc.ca Mr. Joe Rhodes Superintendent of Schools SD #79 (Cowichan Valley) 2557 Beverly Street Duncan, BC V9L 2X3 Phone: 250-748-0321 Fax: 250-748-6591 jrhodes@sd79.bc.ca Ms. Diana Samchuck Superintendent of Schools SD #81 (Fort Nelson) Box 87 Fort Nelson, BC V0C 1R0 Phone: 250-774-2591 Fax: 250-774-2598 dsamchuck@sd81.bc.ca Ms. Katherine McIntosh Superintendent of Schools SD #82 (Coast Mountains) 3211 Kenney Street Terrace, BC V8G 3E9 Phone: 250-638-4407 Fax: 888-290-4786 katherine.mcintosh@cmsd.bc.ca Mr. Glenn Borthistle Superintendent of Schools SD #83 (North Okanagan-Shuswap) Box 129 (220 Shuswap Street) Salmon Arm, BC V1E 4N2 Phone: 250-832-2157 Fax: 250-832-9428 gborthis@sd83.bc.ca Mr. Lawrence Tarasoff Superintendent of Schools SD #84 (Vancouver Island West) Box 100 Gold River, BC V0P 1G0 Phone: 250-283-2241 Fax: 250-283-7352 ltarasoff@viw.sd84.bc.ca Dr. Scott Benwell Superintendent of Schools SD #85 (Vancouver Island North) Box 90 Port Hardy, BC V0N 2P0 Phone: 250-949-6618 Fax: 250-949-8792 sbenwell@sd85.bc.ca Mr. Mike Gordon Superintendent of Schools SD #87 (Stikine) Box 190 Dease Lake, BC V0C 1L0 Phone: 250-771-4440 Fax: 250-771-4441 mike.gordon@sd87.bc.ca Ms. Charlene Seguin Superintendent of Schools SD #91 (Nechako Lakes) PO Box 129 (153 E. Connaught Street) Vanderhoof, BC V0J 3A0 Phone: 250-567-2284 Fax: 250-567-4639 cseguin@sd91.bc.ca Mr. Phillipe Brulot Superintendent of Schools SD #92 (Nisga'a) Box 240 New Aiyansh, BC V0J 1A0 Phone: 250-633-2228 Fax: 250-633-2401 pbrulot@nisgaa.bc.ca Mr. Mario Cyr Directeru general/Superintendent of Schools SD #93 (Conseil scolaire francophone) 180 - 10200 Shellbridge Way Richmond, BC V6X 2W7 Phone: 604-214-2601 Fax: 604-214-9881 dg@csf.bc.ca   About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy Close Window Print Page   Boards of Education Superintendents in BC 201213 Ms. Lynn Hauptman Superintendent of Schools SD #5 (Southeast Kootenay) 940 Industrial Road, No. 1 Cranbrook, BC V1C 4C6 Phone: 250-417-2079 Fax: 250-417-2081 lynn.hauptman@sd5.bc.ca Mr. Paul Carriere Superintendent of Schools SD #6 (Rocky Mountain) Box 430 (620-4th Street) Invermere, BC V0A 1K0 Phone: 250-342-9243 Fax: 250-342-6966 paul.carriere@sd6.bc.ca Mr. Jeff Jones Superintendent of Schools SD #8 (Kootenay Lake) 570 Johnstone Road Nelson, BC V1L 6J2 Phone: 250-505-7046 Fax: 250-352-6686 jjones@sd8.bc.ca Ms. Terry Taylor Acting Superintendent of Schools SD #10 (Arrow Lakes) Box 340 Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0 Phone: 250-265-3638 Fax: 250-265-3701 terrytaylor@sd10.bc.ca Mr. Mike Hooker Superintendent of Schools SD #19 (Revelstoke) Bag 5800, 1121 Vernon Ave Revelstoke, BC V0E 2S0 Phone: 250-837-2101 Fax: 250-837-9335 mhooker@sd19.bc.ca Mr. Greg Luterbach Superintendent of Schools SD #20 (Kootenay-Columbia) 2001 Third Avenue Trail, BC V1R 1R6 Phone: 250-368-2224 Fax: 250-364-2470 gluterbach@sd20.bc.ca Mr. Joe Rogers Superintendent of Schools SD #22 (Vernon) 1401 - 15th Street Vernon, BC V1T 8S8 Phone: 250-549-9226 Fax: 250-549-9200 jrogers@sd22.bc.ca Mr. Hugh Gloster Superintendent of Schools SD #23 (Central Okanagan) 1940 Underhill Street Kelowna, BC V1X 5X7 Phone: 250-470-3256 Fax: 250-870-5056 Hugh.Gloster@sd23.bc.ca Mr. Mark Thiessen Superintendent of Schools SD #27 (Cariboo-Chilcotin) 350 Second Avenue North Williams Lake, BC V2G 1Z9 Phone: 250-398-3824 Fax: 250-392-3600 mark.thiessen@sd27.bc.ca Ms. Sue Ellen Miller Superintendent of Schools SD #28 (Quesnel) 401 North Star Rd Quesnel, BC V2J 5K2 Phone: 250-992-8802 Fax: 250-992-7652 sueellenmiller@sd28.bc.ca Ms. Evelyn Novak Superintendent of Schools SD #33 (Chilliwack) 8430 Cessna Drive Chilliwack, BC V2P 7K4 Phone: 604-792-1321 Fax: 604-792-9665 Evelyn_Novak@sd33.bc.ca Mr. Kevin Godden Superintendent of Schools SD #34 (Abbotsford) 2790 Tims Street Abbotsford, BC V2T 4M7 Phone: 604-859-4891 Fax: 604-852-5898 kevin_godden@sd34.bc.ca Ms. Suzanne Hoffman Acting Superintendent of Schools SD #35 (Langley) 4875 - 222nd Street Langley, BC V3A 3Z7 Phone: 604-534-7891 Fax: 604-532-1405 shoffman@sd35.bc.ca Dr. Jodan Tinney Superintendent of Schools SD #36 (Surrey) 14033 92nd Avenue Surrey, BC V3V 0B7 Phone: 604-595-6308 Fax: 604-595-6309 tinney_j@sd36.bc.ca Ms. Dianne Turner Superintendent of Schools SD #37 (Delta) 4585 Harvest Drive Delta, BC V4K 5B4 Phone: 604-952-5340 Fax: 604-952-5379 dturner@deltasd.bc.ca Ms. Moneca Pamer Superintendent of Schools SD #38 (Richmond) 7811 Granville Avenue Richmond, BC V6Y 3E3 Phone: 604-668-6000 Fax: 604-233-0150 mpamer@sd38.bc.ca Mr. Steve Cardwell Superintendent of Schools SD #39 (Vancouver) 1580 West Broadway Vancouver, BC V6J 5K8 Phone: 604-713-5100 Fax: 604-713-5412 scardwell@vsb.bc.ca Mr. John Gaiptman Superintendent of Schools SD #40 (New Westminster) 1001 Columbia St. New Westminster, BC V3M 1C4 Phone: 604-517-6328 Fax: 604-517-6319 gaiptman@sd40.bc.ca Mr. Kevin Kaardal Superintendent of Schools SD #41 (Burnaby) 5325 Kincaid Street Burnaby, BC V5G 1W2 Phone: 604-296-6900 Fax: 604-296-6910 kevin.kaardal@sd41.bc.ca Ms. Laurie Meston Superintendent of Schools SD #42 (Maple Ridge) 22225 Brown Avenue Maple Ridge, BC V2X 8N6 Phone: 604-463-4200 Fax: 604-463-0573 Laurie.Meston@sd42.ca Mr. Tom Grant Superintendent of Schools SD #43 (Coquitlam) 550 Poirier Street Coquitlam, BC V3J 6A7 Phone: 604-939-9201 Fax: 604-936-2932 tgrant@sd43.bc.ca Mr. John Lewis Superintendent of Schools SD #44 (North Vancouver) 721 Chesterfield Avenue North Vancouver, BC V7M 2M5 Phone: 604-903-3444 Fax: 604-903-3449 jlewis@nvsd44.bc.ca Mr. Chris Kennedy Superintendent of Schools SD #45 (West Vancouver) 1075 - 21st Street West Vancouver, BC V7V 4A9 Phone: 604-981-1031 Fax: 604-981-1001 ckennedy@sd45.bc.ca Mr. Patrick Bocking Superintendent of Schools SD #46 (Sunshine Coast) Box 220, 494 South Fletcher Road Gibsons, BC V0N 1V0 Phone: 604-886-8811 Fax: 604-886-4489 pbocking@sd46.bc.ca Mr. Jay Yule Superintendent of Schools SD #47 (Powell River) 4351 Ontario Avenue Powell River, BC V8A 1V3 Phone: 604-414-2600 Fax: 604-485-6435 jyule@sd47.bc.ca Ms. Lisa McCullough Superintendent of Schools SD #48 (Sea to Sky) Box 250 Squamish, BC V0N 3G0 Phone: 604-892-5228 Fax: 604-892-1038 lmccullough@sd48.bc.ca Ms. Norma Hart Superintendent of Schools SD #49 (Central Coast) Bag 130 Hagensborg, BC V0T 1H0 Phone: 250-982-2691 Fax: 250-982-2319 nhart@sd49.bc.ca Mr. Angus Wilson Superintendent of Schools SD #50 (Haida Gwaii) Box 69 Queen Charlotte City, BC V0T 1S0 Phone: 250-559-8471 Fax: 250-559-8849 awilson@sd50.bc.ca Mr. Kevin Argue Superintendent of Schools SD #51 (Boundary) Box 640 (1021 Central Avenue) Grand Forks, BC V0H 1H0 Phone: 250-442-8258 Fax: 250-442-7737 kevin.argue@sd51.bc.ca Ms. Sandra Jones Superintendent of Schools SD #52 (Prince Rupert) 634 - 6th Avenue East Prince Rupert, BC V8J 1X1 Phone: 250-624-6717 Fax: 250-627-0772 sjones@sd52.bc.ca Ms. Beverly Young Superintendent of Schools SD #53 (Okanagan Similkameen) Box 1770 (34061 - 101st Street) Oliver, BC V0H 1T0 Phone: 250-498-3481 Fax: 250-498-4070 byoung@sd53.bc.ca Mr. Chris van der Mark Superintendent of Schools SD #54 (Bulkley Valley) Box 758 Smithers, BC V0J 2N0 Phone: 250-877-6831 Fax: 250-877-6835 ch-vandermark@sd54.bc.ca Mr. Brian Pepper Superintendent of Schools SD #57 (Prince George) 2100 Ferry Avenue Prince George, BC V2L 4R5 Phone: 250-561-6800 Fax: 250-561-6801 bpepper@sd57.bc.ca Mr. Stephen McNiven Superintendent of Schools SD #58 (Nicola Similkameen) Box 4100, Stn Main Merritt, BC V1K 1B8 Phone: 250-378-5161 Fax: 250-378-6263 smcniven@sd58.bc.ca Ms. Kathy Sawchuk Superintendent of Schools SD #59 (Peace River South) 11600 7th Street Dawson Creek, BC V1G 4R8 Phone: 250-782-8571 Fax: 250-782-3204 kathy_sawchuk@mail.sd59.bc.ca Mr. Dave Sloan Superintendent of Schools SD #60 (Peace River North) 10112 - 105 Avenue Fort St. John, BC V1J 4S4 Phone: 250-262-6000 Fax: 250-262-6046 dsloan@prn.bc.ca Ms. Sherri Bell Superintendent of Schools SD #61 (Greater Victoria) 556 Boleskine Road Victoria, BC V8Z 1E8 Phone: 250-475-4162 Fax: 250-475-4112 sbell@sd61.bc.ca Mr. Jim Cambridge Superintendent of Schools SD #62 (Sooke) 3143 Jacklin Road Victoria, BC V9B 5R1 Phone: 250-474-9807 Fax: 250-474-9850 jcambridge@sd62.bc.ca Ms. Nancy MacDonald Superintendent of Schools SD #63 (Saanich) 2125 Keating Cross Road, PO Box 2000 Saanichton, BC V8M 2A5 Phone: 250-652-7332 Fax: 250-652-7360 nmacdonald@sd63.bc.ca Ms. Lisa Halstead Superintendent of Schools SD #64 (Gulf Islands) 112 Rainbow Road Salt Spring Island, BC V8K 2K3 Phone: 250-537-5548 Fax: 250-537-4200 lhalstead@sd64.bc.ca Ms. Wendy Hyer Superintendent of Schools SD #67 (Okanagan Skaha) 425 Jermyn Avenue Penticton, BC V2A 1Z4 Phone: 250-770-7713 Fax: 250-770-7732 whyer@summer.com Mr. Dave Hutchinson Superintendent of Schools SD #68 (Nanaimo) 395 Wakesiah Avenue Nanaimo, BC V9R 3K6 Phone: 250-754-5531 Fax: 250-741-5218 david.hutchinson@sd68.bc.ca Mr. Rollie Koop Superintendent of Schools SD #69 (Qualicum) Box 430 Parksville, BC V9P 2G5 Phone: 250-248-4241 Fax: 250-248-5767 rkoop@sd69.bc.ca Mr. Cam Pinkerton Superintendent of Schools SD #70 (Alberni) 4690 Roger Street Port Alberni, BC V9Y 3Z4 Phone: 250-720-2770 Fax: 250-723-0318 cpinkerton@sd70.bc.ca Ms. Sherry Elwood Superintendent of Schools SD #71 (Comox Valley) 607 Cumberland Road Courtenay, BC V9N 7G5 Phone: 250-334-5500 Fax: 250-334-5552 sherry.elwood@sd71.bc.ca Mr. Tom Longridge Superintendent of Schools SD #72 (Campbell River) 425 Pinecrest Road Campbell River, BC V9W 3P2 Phone: 250-830-2398 Fax: 250-287-2616 tom.longridge@sd72.bc.ca Dr. Terry Sullivan Superintendent of Schools SD #73 (Kamloops-Thompson) 1383 Ninth Avenue Kamloops, BC V2C 3X7 Phone: 250-374-0679 Fax: 250-372-1183 tsullivan@sd73.bc.ca Ms. Teresa Downs Superintendent of Schools SD #74 (Gold Trail) PO Bag 250 (400 Hollis Road) Ashcroft, BC V0K 1A0 Phone: 250-453-9101 Fax: 250-453-2425 tdowns@gw.sd74.bc.ca Mr. Bill Fletcher Superintendent of Schools SD #75 (Mission) 33046 Fourth Avenue Mission, BC V2V 1S5 Phone: 604-814-3701 Fax: 604-826-4640 bill.fletcher@mpsd.ca Dr. Karen Nelson Superintendent of Schools SD #78 (Fraser-Cascade) Bag 3200 (650 Kawkawa Lake Road) Hope, BC V0X 1L4 Phone: 604-869-2411 Fax: 604-869-7400 knelson@sd78.bc.ca Mr. Joe Rhodes Superintendent of Schools SD #79 (Cowichan Valley) 2557 Beverly Street Duncan, BC V9L 2X3 Phone: 250-748-0321 Fax: 250-748-6591 jrhodes@sd79.bc.ca Ms. Diana Samchuck Superintendent of Schools SD #81 (Fort Nelson) Box 87 Fort Nelson, BC V0C 1R0 Phone: 250-774-2591 Fax: 250-774-2598 dsamchuck@sd81.bc.ca Ms. Katherine McIntosh Superintendent of Schools SD #82 (Coast Mountains) 3211 Kenney Street Terrace, BC V8G 3E9 Phone: 250-638-4407 Fax: 888-290-4786 katherine.mcintosh@cmsd.bc.ca Mr. Glenn Borthistle Superintendent of Schools SD #83 (North Okanagan-Shuswap) Box 129 (220 Shuswap Street) Salmon Arm, BC V1E 4N2 Phone: 250-832-2157 Fax: 250-832-9428 gborthis@sd83.bc.ca Mr. Lawrence Tarasoff Superintendent of Schools SD #84 (Vancouver Island West) Box 100 Gold River, BC V0P 1G0 Phone: 250-283-2241 Fax: 250-283-7352 ltarasoff@viw.sd84.bc.ca Dr. Scott Benwell Superintendent of Schools SD #85 (Vancouver Island North) Box 90 Port Hardy, BC V0N 2P0 Phone: 250-949-6618 Fax: 250-949-8792 sbenwell@sd85.bc.ca Mr. Mike Gordon Superintendent of Schools SD #87 (Stikine) Box 190 Dease Lake, BC V0C 1L0 Phone: 250-771-4440 Fax: 250-771-4441 mike.gordon@sd87.bc.ca Ms. Charlene Seguin Superintendent of Schools SD #91 (Nechako Lakes) PO Box 129 (153 E. Connaught Street) Vanderhoof, BC V0J 3A0 Phone: 250-567-2284 Fax: 250-567-4639 cseguin@sd91.bc.ca Mr. Phillipe Brulot Superintendent of Schools SD #92 (Nisga'a) Box 240 New Aiyansh, BC V0J 1A0 Phone: 250-633-2228 Fax: 250-633-2401 pbrulot@nisgaa.bc.ca Mr. Mario Cyr Directeru general/Superintendent of Schools SD #93 (Conseil scolaire francophone) 180 - 10200 Shellbridge Way Richmond, BC V6X 2W7 Phone: 604-214-2601 Fax: 604-214-9881 dg@csf.bc.ca  )
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=1658&printPage=true,BCTF News Releases  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2006 Archives BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE January 17, 2006 Teachers file additional complaint with International Labour Organization The BC Teachers' Federation has filed another formal complaint against the BC government in its ongoing case before the United Nations agency responsible for international labour law. "We believe it is very important to continue to bring the standards expected in the international community to bear here in British Columbia," said BCTF President Jinny Sims. The International Labour Organization has already condemned the BC government for violations of the fundamental principles of free collective bargaining and freedom of association affecting tens of thousands of workers. The ILO recommended the BC Liberals should repeal their 2001 legislation that made teaching an essential service and thus limited the right to strike. It also urged government to refrain from imposing settlements through legislation and to respect the autonomy of bargaining partners. "In the earlier ruling, the ILO also requested that it be kept informed of further developments, so we are complying with that request," Sims said. Jinny Sims pointed out that Canada has been signatory to the relevant international convention since 1948. "As Canadians, we expect our legislators to honour our commitments under international law, and we are calling on the BC government to do so," she said. The latest complaint centres on Bill 12, which precipitated last October's two-week strike, and "resulted in five years of imposed conditions of employment, no improvement in students' learning conditions, and a freeze on teachers' salaries." The complaint notes that the teachers attempted to follow the rules government itself imposed under the essential services legislation. They participated in hearings to determine essential service levels and followed the Labour Relations Board orders with respect to their partial strike. However, just as the LRB was set to rule on whether teachers could legally withdraw instructional services, the government once again "demonstrated an utter disregard for its own rules" and legislated away that right. "When the BC government announced that it would deny even this most trivial interference with employer operations and moved swiftly to end bargaining, any vestige of free collective bargaining was shattered. The teachers were forced to respond outside of the legal framework," the complaint states. Further, it asserts: "Although the BC government may recognize collective bargaining for teachers on paper, teachers have been 'effectively' deprived of any lawful means of exercising their right to strike. This is contrary to international law." To read the full 10-page document, please go to: http://www.bctf.ca/bargain/rights/ILO/complaint2006-01-17.pdf - 30 - For more information, contact Nancy Knickerbocker, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell).)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/blogs/research.aspx?id=21633&blogid=7524,BCTF Blogs > Research  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources Home > Social Media > Research Blog Search this blog: BCTF Information Services—Research & Reports Provides summaries and links to new reports and studies in the fields of education, labour, and social sciences. The BCELC, 21st Century Learning, and More "Waiting for Superman" Permanent link   All Posts As Janet Steffenhagen has reported, the B.C. Education Leadership Council is apparently up and running again, after announcing late last year that it would have to stop operations due to the loss of its government grant.  If you head over to the BCELC website, you'll find that the Council is emphasizing "The Vision for the Future," or "Personalized Learning."  The page also provides links to lists of recommended "Vision for the Future" resources - books, articles, videos, presentations (said to be coming soon), and other links. In the "Other Resources" section, the new documentary, "Waiting for Superman," gets a mention.  I'm not entirely sure where the quoted blurb about the movie comes from, but the BCELC certainly seems to be adhering to the pro-"Superman" party line, and I wonder what the motivation was for the inclusion of this film on the BCELC's list of resources.  The film does not seem to me to be particularly relevant to 21st Century Learning, especially 21st Century Learning in B.C.  Perhaps it was included in this list simply due to the massive amounts of publicity that it has been getting, or to the fact that is going a long way towards shaping the dominant and accepted narrative of current education reform in the United States.  Either way, it seems like a strange choice. Last Edited by BCTF Info. Services at 14/10/2010 11:50 AM I've been reading about, and researching into, the 21st Century Learning initiatives as well as the charter school initiatives (especially as promoted in the"documentary "Waiting For Superman") since I first heard about the last spring. I've posted a response about the problems on my blog. I am also attending the Ken Robinson lecture on October 21st and hope to have the opportunity to ask him about whether his initiatives are in support of public education or not. Posted by: Will Cullen( Visit ) at 15/10/2010 5:30 PM Leave a comment Name * Email * Homepage Comment << September 2014 >> Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat   1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30         Blogroll On Education: Schools for a Civil Society B.C. Education Report (Tracy Sherlock, Vancouver Sun) The Hook/Education Teacher Solidarity UBC Educational Studies blog Where the Blog has No Name Archive April 2014 March 2014 January 2014 December 2013 November 2013 October 2013 September 2013 August 2013 June 2013 May 2013 April 2013 March 2013 December 2012 September 2012 August 2012 November 2011 September 2011 April 2011 March 2011 February 2011 January 2011 December 2010 November 2010 October 2010 September 2010 August 2010 July 2010 June 2010 May 2010 April 2010 March 2010 January 2010 December 2009 November 2009 October 2009 September 2009 Subjects Education Labour Social Sciences Recent Posts Recent Additions to the Information Services Research Files - April 2014 Recent Additions to the Information Services Research Files - March 2014 Recent Additions to the Information Services Research Files - February 2014 Recent Additions to the Information Services Research Files - January 2014 Recent Additions to the Information Services Research Files - December 2013 If you are experiencing technical difficulties, please contact the webmanager@bctf.ca. About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11924&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2000 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 13, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 2000 Silence is acceptance: Killarney rejects bully behaviour by Nancy Knickerbocker When Killarney Secondary School’s bully-prevention team met over lunch-hour one Friday in September, a Grade 8 girl, sat quietly as the other students and the teachers chatted and munched their salads and sandwiches. Math teacher Roma Lake explained that the new student didn’t have her lunch because she was afraid of the girls who were hanging around near her locker. She decided to stay out of their way, even though it meant going hungry. “That makes me so sad–to hear that someone would have to go without lunch because of bullying,” said another girl, whose eyes welled up in sympathy. Vice-principal Judith Pilley took her gently by the arm and set off in search of lunch. Students, staff, and administrators at Killarney have been working together since 1994 to reduce bullying in the hallways and classrooms of the large, diverse, East-Vancouver school. PE teacher Vickey Lal, one of the key organizers, did her master’s degree on the work they launched together. “We have a real passion for this work,” Lal said. “We want to do more.” The team, composed of an equal number of students and teachers, began by developing a code of conduct that aims to build a healthy, respectful climate based on clear expectations for positive behaviour. The code has been incorporated into the school culture, and it is printed in the students’ agenda books, explained Melissa O’Donnell, who co-chairs the bully-prevention team with Lal. Students also developed skits about bullying, which they presented at the elementary schools in the Killarney community. Through drama, they explored bullying and ways to reduce it. To counter the notion that reporting bullying is the same as “ratting,” the team adopted the slogan “Silence is acceptance.” They held a poster contest, and many beautiful projects emerged from the art room to illustrate the new concept. The teachers also developed lesson plans to integrate with the English and social studies curriculums. This year, they will be focussing on resources for Grade 9, because research indicates that bullying is most problematic in that year, O’Donnell said. As another aspect of the work, teacher Tom Ross has raised awareness around violence against women through the White Ribbon campaign commemorating the Montreal massacre. Killarney’s administrators have supported the team’s work through the years. In addition, they have studied and implemented restorative justice as a means of growing, and learning from conflict. Students, teachers, parents, and principals confront bullying and reconcile differences through dialogue or mediation. In an interview, Grade 11 student Chloe Ash-Anderson echoed that holistic approach. “We can’t just deal with the victims; we have to work with the bullies too,” she said. “People who bully feel bad about themselves, and so they have to put others down. I feel sorry for the bullies too. A lot of them come from unhappy homes, and they don’t have great lives.” To get a comprehensive picture of the issue, last year the team developed a survey on bullying and asked all 2,000 students to complete it. The main forms of bullying were verbal, teasing, and rumours. Perhaps most worrisome is that young people are reluctant to report being bullied to staff and to their parents. “Even when teachers directly ask, students may not tell us what’s going on,” O’Donnell said, adding that they’re beginning discussions on peer counselling and other ideas for mutual support among youth. The team’s latest task was to present the survey results at the school professional development day. They invited Dr. Shelley Hymel, associate dean of graduate programs and research in education at UBC, to discuss the latest research and analyze the survey results. She told Killarney staff that their findings are consistent with other schools in the Lower Mainland and, indeed, all of B.C. Dr. Hymel’s talk was followed by a colourful display by Lal and the other teachers, and then by heartfelt, thoughtful speeches by students. Faiza Mohammed, Grade 12, is prime minister of the student council at Killarney. She spoke of how popular, successful youth often are confronted by bullies with a civilized veneer. “My bullies didn’t have fists; they had smiles on their faces,” she said, but the wounds hurt just the same. Guppy Sandar, also a Grade 12 student, said teachers notice overt physical bullying, but they don’t see the more subtle forms. “There’s so much more that you are missing,” he said. “And often it’s more serious than it looks.” Grade 11 student Rani Padhy spoke of how bullying interferes with learning. “We come here to learn, and, man, we love this school!” she told the teachers on their Pro-D day. “We appreciate all the hard work you put in, and we know you do get stressed out sometimes, but students get stressed out too,” Rani said. “We want to learn, and we look up to you because knowledge is a gift.” Nancy Knickerbocker is the BCTF’s media relations officer.)
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(20141006,www.youtube.com,http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CEeGleu0qDo,Interests - YouTube Upload Sign in Search Loading... This video is unavailable. Watch Queue TV Queue Watch QueueTV Queue Remove all Disconnect Loading... Watch Queue TV Queue __count__/__total__ Find out why Close Interests BCTFvidsSubscribeSubscribedUnsubscribe 253 Subscription preferences Loading... Loading... Working... Add to Want to watch this again later? Sign in to add this video to a playlist. Sign in Share More Report Transcript Statistics 7,959 73 Like this video? Sign in to make your opinion count. Sign in 6 Don't like this video? Sign in to make your opinion count. Sign in Loading... Loading... Transcript The interactive transcript could not be loaded. Loading... Loading... Sign in Ratings have been disabled for this video. Rating is available when the video has been rented. This feature is not available right now. Please try again later. Uploaded on Jan 31, 2012 BCTF Bargaining 2012 campaign TV ad Category News & Politics License Standard YouTube License Show more Show less Loading... 0:31 Play next Play now Problem / Solution by BCTFvids 11,424 views 3:29 Play next Play now Childhood Interests Can Help You Find the Right Career by jobing 13,371 views 19:08 Play next Play now BC teachers overwhelmingly support arbitration by BCTFvids 835 views 5:00 Play next Play now What Career Should I Choose? by Jonathan Milligan 52,471 views 4:02 Play next Play now Rzarni Promote "Poisoned Dream" Album Karaoke DVD & VCD by MC Page 80,983 views 20:02 Play next Play now Obama's Tax & Deficit Reduction Plan- Full Video by UpTakeVideo 6,556 views 17:01 Play next Play now Teachers to vote on ending strike if arbitration goes ahead by BCTFvids 77 views 6:26 Play next Play now What The F*ck Is That by superkian13 1,191,963 views 17:20 Play next Play now How Industry Interests Shaped Public Education by NativeInterface 1,999 views 15:30 Play next Play now Ratification Vote Results by BCTFvids 35 views 15:58 Play next Play now BCTF leaders recommend ratification by BCTFvids 39 views 5:36 Play next Play now Dan Ariely: Beware conflicts of interest by TED 59,021 views 4:18 Play next Play now Child Support; Best Interest for who? Child, Parent or State by menandfathers 24,382 views 1:08 Play next Play now Secrets of Success-Talk in Terms of the Other Person's Interests - Dale Carnegie Training by Dale Carnegie 8,322 views 9:30 Play next Play now Wudang Taijiquan 108 - World Tai Chi Day 2011 by IncludingTheStars 16,919 views 4:39 Play next Play now Bills 27/28 news conference, November 28, 2011 by BCTFvids 500 views 1:54 Play next Play now Learn Hobby Train - learning hobbies for kids by KidsFunTV 20,337 views 4:00 Play next Play now Our teachers - My hobby by British Council Hong Kong 27,570 views 0:16 Play next Play now Waiting for Special Needs Assessments by BCTFvids 1,598 views 2:20 Play next Play now Teens hobbies & interests by PRO ACE 14,552 views Loading more suggestions... Show more Language: English Country: Worldwide Safety: Off Help Loading... Loading... Loading... About Press & Blogs Copyright Creators & Partners Advertising Developers +YouTube Terms Privacy Policy & Safety Send feedback Try something new! Loading... Working... Sign in to add this to Watch Later Add to)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Foster parents are ordinary people engaged in extraordinary acts of kindness. Join the team! http://t.co/6jUkcsOp6V" @Teresa_Wat - 04:31pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/ResearchReports.aspx?id=10422,BCTF > Research Reports > 2007EF01, BC international student revenue and FTE enrolment, 2001–02 to 2005–06  	BCTF Research Reports  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Publications > Research Reports  PDF for print purposes BCTF Research Report SECTION XII 2007-EF-01 BC international student revenue and FTE enrolment, 2001–02 to 2005–06 By Larry Kuehn, EdD BCTF Research Department   Revenue from international students (also known as non-resident or offshore students) studying in BC schools increased by $10 million in 2005–06, rising to $109 million in the province as a whole. This continues a trend and reflects a doubling of revenue since the 2001–02 school year. International student enrolment nearly doubled over the same period. It rose from 4,083 full-time equivalent students in 2001–02 to 7,853 full-time equivalents in 2005–06. While overall revenue increased, sixteen districts had less fee revenue in 2005–06 than the previous year. The Vancouver district had the greatest drop in revenue, with a reduction of $570,000. The districts with the largest revenue from international students were: Coquitlam Vancouver Surrey West Vancouver North Vancouver. The district with the highest international-student-fee revenue relative to enrolment is West Vancouver. Eight districts and the Francophone Education Authority had no revenue from international students. Four districts increased their revenue by more than $1 million between 2005–06 and the previous year: Surrey, Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows, West Vancouver and Burnaby. While the number of international students, and revenue generated, both continued to grow over the last year, this has been at a slower rate than in previous years. See tables 1 and 2 for district-specific revenue and enrolment data. Table 1: BC international student tuition-fee revenue, 2001-02 to 2005-06 Source: Schedule A.2, District Audited Financial Statements # District Name 2001-02 2002-03 2003-04 2004-05 2005-06 incr(decr) 5 Southeast Kootenay $5,940 $6,600 $12,423 $150,932 $314,200 $163,268 6 Rocky Mountain $707,358 $815,732 $565,688 $791,125 $938,026 $146,901 8 Kootenay Lake $297,150 $344,369 $531,871 $826,773 $920,810 $94,037 10 Arrow Lakes $6,000 0 $10,000 $6,000 $18,980 $12,980 19 Revelstoke $9,100 $11,900 $29,657 $34,250 $41,000 $6,750 20 Kootenay-Columbia 0 $4,250 $3,950 $80,192 $121,901 $41,709 22 Vernon $117,280 $115,835 $36,466 $119,670 $415,225 $295,555 23 Central Okanagan $250,038 $233,100 $223,613 $340,409 $349,300 $8,891 27 Cariboo-Chilcotin 0 0 $10,365 $24,982 $15,000 ($9,982) 28 Quesnel 0 $11,873 $3,866 $19,790 $9,370 ($10,420) 33 Chilliwack 0 0 $304,824 $250,952 $237,506 ($13,446) 34 Abbotsford $2,149,775 $4,415,900 $5,058,454 $3,346,990 $3,060,476 ($286,514) 35 Langley $6,976,962 $7,064,093 $6,651,211 $6,083,638 $6,738,260 $654,622 36 Surrey $3,054,950 $5,883,648 $7,857,741 $9,391,960 $10,773,065 $1,381,105 37 Delta $1,539,865 $3,083,741 $2,953,871 $3,282,205 $3,151,713 ($130,492) 38 Richmond $1,243,462 $1,952,079 $2,461,275 $2,721,699 $3,186,357 $464,658 39 Vancouver $8,334,196 $11,177,572 $10,867,680 $11,901,860 $11,331,567 ($570,293) 40 New Westminster $2,929,122 $2,724,610 $2,435,313 $2,613,355 $2,882,060 $268,705 41 Burnaby 0 $1,096,704 $3,320,302 $4,435,704 $5,443,304 $1,007,600 42 Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows $2,366,723 $3,741,379 $4,641,237 $5,142,212 $6,253,502 $1,111,290 43 Coquitlam $8,178,463 $11,363,094 $13,564,632 $15,076,129 $15,145,789 $69,660 44 North Vancouver $2,821,642 $3,823,632 $4,256,951 $5,982,778 $6,903,247 $920,469 45 West Vancouver $4,785,211 $6,166,735 $7,402,870 $7,936,479 $8,965,757 $1,029,278 46 Sunshine Coast $183,978 $156,108 $206,500 $107,530 $211,614 $104,084 47 Powell River $302,355 $391,556 $328,369 $279,536 $425,549 $146,013 48 Howe Sound $560,218 $1,208,974 $1,594,504 $2,134,633 $2,373,749 $239,116 49 Central Coast 0 0 0 0 0 0 50 Haida Gwai'i/Queen Charlotte 0 0 0 0 0 0 51 Boundary $30,566 $16,799 $25,850 $2,700 $17,170 $14,470 52 Prince Rupert $10,391 0 0 0 0 0 53 Okanagan Similkameen $104,500 $81,120 $91,096 $88,700 $93,775 $5,075 54 Bulkley Valley 0 $4,875 0 $16,000 0 ($16,000) 57 Prince George $29,699 $145,755 $183,248 $307,450 $346,506 $39,056 58 Nicola-Similkameen 0 $9,000 0 0 0 0 59 Peace River South $307,529 $270,634 $282,256 $250,520 $235,689 ($14,831) 60 Peace River North $7,700 $1,200 $51,958 $121,977 $35,428 ($86,549) 61 Greater Victoria $4,030,501 $4,712,338 $5,235,078 $5,196,515 $5,840,045 $643,530 62 Sooke $741,490 $935,571 $1,129,196 $1,757,780 $1,979,748 $221,968 63 Saanich $31,994 $259,508 $682,218 $979,571 $1,413,540 $433,969 64 Gulf Islands $306,897 $564,257 $400,500 $400,000 $295,000 ($105,000) 67 Okanagan Skaha $168,713 $159,760 $260,351 $404,990 $379,293 ($25,697) 68 Nanaimo-Ladysmith $958,150 $1,209,246 $1,851,375 $2,464,782 $2,464,112 ($670) 69 Qualicum $303,324 $765,735 $806,775 $1,518,355 $1,707,925 $189,570 70 Alberni $40,500 $77,250 $90,705 $70,720 $62,714 ($8,006) 71 Comox Valley $39,697 $36,155 $58,565 $117,206 $419,566 $302,360 72 Campbell River not available $27,870 $13,311 $63,529 $576,474 $512,945 73 Kamloops Thompson $465,630 $257,891 $119,142 $192,393 $136,959 ($55,434) 74 Gold Trail 0 $29,400 $28,800 $21,500 $30,579 $9,079 75 Mission $123,825 $482,499 $1,095,901 $1,193,187 $1,625,925 $432,738 78 Fraser-Cascade $14,980 $35,980 $94,953 $131,593 $147,809 $16,216 79 Cowichan Valley $866,950 $835,758 $858,125 $925,672 $891,381 ($34,291) 81 Fort Nelson 0 0 0 0 $11,000 $11,000 82 Coast Mountains $25,740 $21,250 $25,490 $18,300 $37,600 $19,300 83 North Okanagan-Shuswap $50,340 $34,614 $35,207 $18,900 $51,906 $33,006 84 Vancouver Island West 0 0 0 0 $10,500 $10,500 85 Vancouver Island North $18,000 $8,000 $22,000 $16,800 0 ($16,800) 87 Stikine 0 0 0 0 0 0 91 Nechako Lakes $8,500 0 0 0 $16,820 $16,820 92 Nisga’a 0 0 0 0 0 0 93 Francophone Education Authority 0 0 0 0 0 0 Total $55,505,404 $76,775,949 $88,775,733 $99,360,923 $109,054,791 $9,693,868                     up $11,999,784 up $10,585,190 up $9,693,868         or 13.5% or 11.92 % or 9.76%         from 2002-03 from 2003-4 from 2004-05   Table 2: BC International student FTE enrolment, 2001-02 to 2005-06 Dist# District Name 2001/02 2002/03 2003/04 2004/05 2005/06 5 Southeast Kootenay 0 9.0 2.0 4.5 18.0 6 Rocky Mountain 30.0 35.0 24.0 32.0 45.0 8 Kootenay Lake 18.0 24.0 34.8 32.0 44.0 10 Arrow Lakes 0 0 0 0 2.0 19 Revelstoke 1.0 2.0 4.0 4.0 5.0 20 Kootenay-Columbia 0 0 5.8 4.0 0 22 Vernon 8.0 15.0 1.0 12.0 29.0 23 Central Okanagan 40.8 22.4 26.6 42.6 34.9 27 Cariboo-Chilcotin 3.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 2.0 28 Quesnel 0 0 1.0 1.0 1.0 33 Chilliwack 53.5 65.8 65.3 86.4 78.0 34 Abbotsford 88.0 350.0 391.0 283.0 239.5 35 Langley 529.7 521.9 495.1 438.8 473.3 36 Surrey 234.0 447.0 544.8 621.9 706.8 37 Delta 90.0 222.0 220.3 248.6 252.5 38 Richmond 104.0 144.5 175.3 238.0 255.5 39 Vancouver 608.0 805.0 877.9 837.0 818.0 40 New Westminster 191.9 168.9 163.1 176.6 181.8 41 Burnaby 0 74.5 223.5 318.0 357.0 42 Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows 173.9 279.5 364.5 410.0 456.9 43 Coquitlam 531.5 732.5 901.5 1,012.5 958.8 44 North Vancouver 190.0 223.6 339.0 469.5 520.1 45 West Vancouver 360.5 442.0 511.0 551.5 560.0 46 Sunshine Coast 24.8 18.0 33.0 14.0 20.0 47 Powell River 23.0 37.0 26.0 21.0 24.9 48 Howe Sound 32.9 82.3 98.6 140.0 174.0 49 Central Coast 0 0 0 0 0 50 Haida Gwai'i/Queen Charlotte 0 0 0 0 0 51 Boundary 6.0 4.0 8.0 6.0 0 52 Prince Rupert 2.5 0 0 0 0 53 Okanagan Similkameen 0 0 3.0 0 0 54 Bulkley Valley 0 0 0 2.0 0 57 Prince George 0 2.0 4.0 14.0 18.0 58 Nicola Similkameen 0 1.0 0 0 0 59 Peace River South 47.1 48.5 49.5 42.9 33.0 60 Peace River North 23.1 13.3 25.6 52.8 35.5 61 Greater Victoria 306.7 352.7 405.1 369.4 468.5 62 Sooke 52.8 65.8 81.1 108.7 109.6 63 Saanich 4.0 21.9 56.9 78.5 133.8 64 Gulf Islands 25.0 46.5 68.0 68.0 71.0 67 Okanagan Skaha 18.8 16.0 27.9 40.9 36.0 68 Nanaimo-Ladysmith 75.9 97.9 164.7 229.4 241.3 69 Qualicum 18.0 36.0 45.0 72.0 89.9 70 Alberni 2.0 14.0 7.0 8.0 8.0 71 Comox Valley 7.6 4.0 13.5 12.6 43.9 72 Campbell River 1.0 4.0 2.0 6.0 57.0 73 Kamloops-Thompson 37.0 31.0 50.0 54.0 62.0 74 Gold Trail 15.9 1.0 3.0 1.0 2.0 75 Mission 9.0 23.0 81.0 84.0 113.0 78 Fraser-Cascade 2.0 2.0 10.0 10.0 7.0 79 Cowichan Valley 77.6 74.6 77.6 84.0 62.0 81 Fort Nelson 0 0 0 0 0 82 Coast Mountains 0 2.0 2.0 0 0 83 North Okanagan-Shuswap 4.0 2.0 11.9 1.8 2.0 84 Vancouver Island West 8.0 0 0 0 2.0 85 Vancouver Island North 0 13.0 2.0 1.0 0 87 Stikine 0 0 0 0 0 91 Nechako Lakes 3.0 1.0 1.0 0 0 92 Nisga'a 0 0 0 0 0 93 Conseil scolaire francophone 0 0 0 0 0   Total 4,083.3 5,599.7 6,729.8 7,346.8 7,853.3 Source: Ministry of Education enrolment data, http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/reporting/enrol/student.php About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=24170,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > October 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 2, October 2011   Texting all teachers: Making a case for cell phones in the classroom  By Stephanie Myers   December 2010 marked the 30th anniversary of the first mobile device. In just over 25 years, cell phones have emerged as the most pervasive technology worldwide and according to the 2010 Horizon Report, mobile phones are “likely to have the largest impact on teaching, learning, and education.” (New Media Consortium, 2010: 17) Yet, type the words “cell-phone and classroom” into any search engine and you will be struck by the overwhelming majority of sites advocating for the ban of cell phones in schools. Educators opposed to the use of m-learning (mobile learning) technologies in the classroom tend to cite: electromagnetic radiation (EMR) exposure, distraction, inappropriate social interactions, cheating, and systemic school board policies as the primary issues for keeping cell phones outside their classrooms. EMR exposure  According to Health Canada’s Promotion Minister, Margaret Best, exposure in Canadian schools is closely monitored and falls well below the guidelines set forth in Safety Code 6, which identifies the acceptable standards for Specific Absorption Rates (SAR). Despite what Canadian authorities say, many researchers worldwide are assiduously investigating the possible risks of cell phone use and the dangers of EMR exposure. Some preliminary results are suggesting that extended and prevalent cell phone use can be associated with a “wide range of health concerns ranging from belly fat and thinning skin to accelerated aging, blood sugar imbalance, cardiovascular problems, erratic sleep patterns, and mood disturbances.” (Cass, 2010) As educators, the question remains, do we stop using these ubiquitous technological tools completely, until concrete data tells us otherwise? Or do we adopt the recommendations offered by Dr. Ann-Louise Gittleman, author of the widely acclaimed book Zapped, who suggests equipping students with strategies they can use to avoid and mitigate the potential effects of EMR. (Gittleman, 2010) Distraction  While some teachers are preoccupied by the immediate distractions cell phones bring to class, others are more concerned with the long-term implications such technologies will have on overall learning. These teachers believe mobile technologies are fostering a fragmented learning style and creating a kind of ADD in today’s learners. (Moon, 2010) While their ideas aren’t exactly inaccurate, advocates for m-technologies and neuroscientists would suggest that the negative connotations teachers assign to this new style of parallel learning is the real problem. In their groundbreaking work iBrain, Small, and Vorgan explain how the brains of digital natives are being rewired by their constant exposure to technology. Young people today have grown up with a never-ending stream of technological exposure. iBrain reveals how this digital bombardment is actually creating new sets of permanent neural pathways in the brains of young people, at a speed unlike anything that has been seen before. As a result of this constant connectivity, digital natives are “developing neural circuitry that is customized for rapid and incisive spurts of directed concentration.” (Small, 2008: 21) In essence, when teachers argue that students are unable to focus on classroom lectures, they are right. The important point to note is not that today’s students are incapable of paying attention; in fact, studies suggest the opposite. Current research consistently demonstrates that digital natives are comfortable and capable of actively engaging in three to five activities at one time. (Small, 2008: 33) So if students are in fact able to learn, what is going wrong in current classrooms? Advocates of education reform would argue that the problem is not with the students but with an outdated model of education. Our current system is based on an antiquated construct that grew out of the Industrial Age. Sir Ken Robinson (2010) refers to this as an agrarian, “production line” model, one designed to encourage conformity, standardization, and linear thinking. This model no longer fits. What better way to engage young people in the classroom than to incorporate the technologies they are consciously choosing to use outside of school. According to the 2010 Pew Internet Study, cell phones will soon replace home computers as the number one means of communication for people under 20. So, instead of sloughing off cell phones as useless teenage toys we need to regard mobile technologies as a means of focusing kids’ attention. We need to use what is already in their hands—so they too can witness the potential power of the tool they possess, rather than the simple toy it appears to be. Cheating   The idea of collaboration is fundamental when we seek to dispel the myth that the introduction of cell phones in classrooms will increase instances of cheating. Sir Ken Robinson offers an excellent quote on this subject; “In school we are told that there is only one answer, and it is in the back of the book, and don’t look, and don’t cheat.” (Robinson, 2010) He goes on to suggest what teachers often identify as cheating in the traditional classroom is widely accepted as collaboration in the real world. According to a recent study conducted at UC Berkley it was determined that information is the fastest growing thing on the planet; global information production has been and will continue to increase by a rate of 66% per year. (Technium, 2010) Why then do we continue to teach and test students on their abilities to memorize and synthesize information that has been taught to them, when we know that the human brain is incapable of memorizing, let alone retaining, the magnitude of information we are inundated with daily. As educators in the 21st century, we must recognize that it is beyond our scope to teach students everything, and at the same time we must accept that limiting them to what we know is not enough. Instead of testing students on what they have been told, we would be far more effective teachers if we taught students how to access, analyze, understand, apply, create, and share information. To borrow a quote from Resnick and Resnick “The trick is not that teachers teach to the test but that teachers need tests worth teaching to.” (Resnick, 1992) Inappropriate social interaction  I am not naive to the inherent risks associated with putting cell phones in the hands of teenagers, but it is relevant to note that to this point, young people have been left to their own devices to determine what constitutes socially appropriate behaviour with regard to technology and social media. In her work, Teaching with the Tools Kids Really Use, Susan Brooks-Young points out that as teachers we must “create engaging learning environments that mirror the real world. It is our role to teach them the skills needed to be successful and ethical in those environments.” (2010: 12) How are young people to develop appropriate communication and social skills in a digital world if teachers fail to help them develop guidelines for acceptable interactions? The expectations on teachers have not changed but the environment has. As an educator, I completely agree that texting in class is disruptive and unnecessary, but I also believe it can be curbed without having to go to the extreme of confiscating students’ cell phones. Rather than creating a punitive relationship with students and their technologies, I encourage teachers to adopt a proactive, collaborative relationship with their students, working with them to determine concrete, meaningful guidelines around what is acceptable and beneficial to their learning. A primary goal for 21st century educators must be to model appropriate interactions in both face-to-face and digital environments in a way that promotes a respect of self-respect of others, and respect of outside limits (Brooks-Young, 2010: 102). In Grades 9–12, 79% of students use a cell phone outside of school every day. They quite literally have powerful tools in the palms of their hands that can radically improve their learning experience. Cell phones have the potential to personalize learning and foster learning opportunities both inside and outside of the classroom, at any time, in any place. A cell phone can be much more than a casual communication device; it can be a meaningful learning tool. We make a grave error when we resist the technology that is already there, and that teenagers are eager to use.   Stephanie Myers is a teacher with the Burnaby School District.  References available on request.  Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13082,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 1998 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 11, Number 2, October 1998 Opening hearts and gardens: A Saints' Haven rises from The Refuge by Gavin Hainsworth Occasionally teachers receive the rare and remarkable gift of knowing that they have made a true and lasting impact on the lives of others. Such a gift goes beyond the daily light in children’s eyes and lasts longer than the chocolate boxes of Christmas. It arrives unheralded and unexpectedly and is treasured more than gold. It is the returning student come back to thank; the glowing letter that tracks you down through the internal courier sent to the district office. Last year, I visited a small and private garden, appropriately called The Refuge, in the heart of a North Vancouver school, Ridgeway Elementary. The teacher within me marvelled at the learning opportunities it provided; the writer within soared with spirits it inspired and felt compelled to tell its story in the BCTF’s Teacher. This fall, I received a call to visit Langley Secondary School. Alison Hewitt, the teacher-librarian, had been inspired by the example of Ridgeway teacher-librarian Chuck Heath. She and teacher-colleague Carol Matheson had asked each other Why not here? “LSS had been through some hard times the last two years, and we were looking for a positive way to bring our people together,” said Hewitt. “The seeds of our garden were first sown last fall when some of our teachers read the article in the BCTF’s Teacher newsmagazine. Calling themselves the LSS Garden Committee, aka The Mad Gardeners, the original seven-person committee (Ronni Blake, Della Crawford, Alison Hewitt, Karen Johnson, Kathleen MacRae, Carol Matheson, and Maureen Ware) solicited the staff on December 2, 1997, for help in building and planting a 25 x 22 m garden, signing off with a playful “Yours in the dirt” call to shovels. Their plan was ambitious: turn one-third of a large vacant green area that once housed the now-demolished portable library, and transform the dull, litter-strewn space into “a tranquil, beautiful space in which to relax and enjoy nature.” The vision also included using the garden as an outdoor venue for small music and drama performances. Their timeline was short: have the garden fully built and planted for the school’s 50th Anniversary Open House on April 30, 1998. The response reached far beyond the school into the community. More than 750 volunteer hours went into planning, constructing, and planting by staff, students, parents, school-district personnel, and community members. The enthusiasm and donations expanded to fill the entire 55 x 22 m space that now included four areas (all wheelchair accessible). Performance Area—a grassy, amphitheatre for lunch-hour music and drama performances, ringed by low shrubs and shade trees. West Coast Shade Garden—including a variety of indigenous plants such as ferns and dogwoods. Asian Garden—including a stone river and plants from China and India to reflect the school’s multiculturalism. Community Garden—to include double raised beds to be managed by the special-education classes. “The project snowballed,” said Hewitt, “leaders emerged, and a community was formed.” Jim Babchuk, a just-retired nursery owner, donated 75 trees, and reached out to many others in the business, calling in old favours and exciting old friends. One LSS staffer’s husband, Andy Budden, a professional landscaper, helped make the plan and co-ordinate the many novice volunteers for sod removal (February 28), berm building, pathway drainage, and digging up donations for planting (Spring Break 1998), and the final plantings (April 1998). “One thing I really like about our garden,” said art teacher Kathleen MacRae, “is we didn’t have to fundraise. People just opened up their hearts and gardens to us—even people whose children don’t go to school here volunteered time.” MacRae’s art class made 16 pebble mosaics for the garden, and Karen Johnson’s Clothing and Textiles 11 class made a beautiful traditional log cabin quilt (auctioned for $300 for the garden). The math classes calculated the curvature of the pathways, and Ken Wolgram’s metal-work classes made eight benches. Twenty businesses and 10 individuals made significant donations of supplies, equipment, ground cover, trees, and shrubs. The Evergreen Foundation (funded by partner BC Hydro) donated $450 to the garden, and the Langley School District funded $750 for the full Asian Garden. The garden opened on time for the 50th, and to great celebration. Its name is Saints’ Haven, a name chosen after consultation by the school’s student council and a school-wide vote. Saints reflects the school’s team symbol; Haven, its philosophy. “It’s very exciting to see a dream and a vision come true for the school,” said LSS Principal Dave Michel. “I am very proud of our staff, students, and community.” Next year, Saints’ Haven will continue to grow, as MacRae’s art class makes mosaic murals, and the LSS mad gardeners seek donations of bulbs to fill in around their shrubs and trees. “There’s no vandalism,” said MacRae, “I believe because children and people from all walks of life came together to make this and participate.” “Many schools also have ugly corners. I’d like to see them do this, too. You’ll be surprised,” concludes MacRae. It’s a gift worth sharing that could take wide root. Gavin Hainsworth teaches at North Surrey Secondary School, Surrey. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141007,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/FassbenderMLA/status/325106466631581697?screen_name=FassbenderMLA&screen_name=FassbenderMLA&id=325106466631581697&id=325106466631581697,Peter Fassbender on Twitter: "For all you keen golfers, Eaglequest Coyote Creek Golf will still have 9 holes open during their aeration, at... http://t.co/2TRItOCg7P" Twitter Search query Search Twitter Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Language: English Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Have an account? Sign in New to Twitter? Join Today » Sign In Phone, email or username Password Sign in Remember me Forgot password? Already using Twitter via text message? Follow Following Unfollow Blocked Unblock Pending Cancel Peter FassbenderVerified account ‏ @FassbenderMLA 18 Apr 2013 For all you keen golfers, Eaglequest Coyote Creek Golf will still have 9 holes open during their aeration, at... http://fb.me/2p9rjpspY  Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet 9:39 PM - 18 Apr 2013 Don’t miss any updates from Peter Fassbender © 2014 Twitter About Help Ads info Close Flag this media This has already been marked as containing sensitive content. Flag this as containing potentially illegal content. Submit Cancel Learn more about flagging media Dismiss Close Previous Next Close Go to a person's profile Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Close Retweet this to your followers? Cancel Retweet Close Are you sure you want to delete this Tweet? Cancel Delete Close Block Cancel Block Add a location to your Tweets When you tweet with a location, Twitter stores that location. You can switch location on/off before each Tweet and always have the option to delete your location history. Learn more Turn location on Not now Turn off location Close Profile summary Close Your lists Close Create a new list List name Description Under 100 characters, optional Privacy Public · Anyone can follow this list Private · Only you can access this list Save list Close Close Embed this Tweet Add this Tweet to your website by copying the code below. Learn more Hmm, there was a problem reaching the server. Try again? Include parent Tweet Include media Preview Close Sign up for Twitter Not on Twitter? Sign up, tune into the things you care about, and get updates as they happen. Have an account? Sign in » Close Two-way (sending and receiving) short codes: Country Code For customers of United States 40404 (any) Canada 21212 (any) United Kingdom 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM Haiti 40404 Digicel, Voila Ireland 51210 Vodafone, O2 India 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Indonesia 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » See SMS short codes for other countries Close Confirmation)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/TeacherNewsmagMay2014/?action=issuu.document.get_anonymous&documentUsername=,BCTF > Teacher Newsmagazine, May/June 2014  	BCTF Publications  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2014   Viewing options: Browse the table of contents in HTML format to select specific articles here. Browse full digital newsmagazine below. Click Click to read to view in full screen reading mode. For smart phone and tablet viewing, click here.     For print purposes, download the PDF file here. About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141006,globalnews.ca,http://globalnews.ca/news/1598958/16x9-an-investigation-into-illegal-lumber/16x9-an-investigation-into-illegal-lumber/1598958,404 Page Not Found - Globalnews.ca 404 Page Not Found We're sorry, but the page you requested can't be found. You can try searching our archives or browsing our latest headlines. Search GlobalNews.ca)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/AndreaWoo?lang=fa,Andrea Woo (@AndreaWoo) | Twitter توییتر زمینه جستجو جستجو جستجوهای ذخیره شده حذف حساب تایید شده @ کاربران پیشنهادی حساب تایید شده @ حساب تایید شده @ زبان: فارسی العربية Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 حساب کاربری دارید؟ ورود تازه واردید؟ همین امروز بپیوندید » ورود تلفن٬ ایمیل یا نام کاربری گذرواژه (رمز عبور) ورود مرا به یاد داشته باش گذرواژه خود را فراموش کرده‌اید؟ از طریق پیامک از توییتر استفاده میکنید؟ Andrea Woo حساب تایید شده @AndreaWoo توييت‌ها ۱۹٫۴K عکس‌ها/ویدئوها ۲٬۲۴۲ دنبال‌شونده‌ها ۱٬۵۳۸ دنبال‌كننده‌ها ۹٬۰۶۲ برگزیده‌ها ۱۲۹   بیشتر برگزیده‌ها فهرست‌ها باصدا کردن @AndreaWoo بی‌صدا کردن @AndreaWoo دنبال کنید دنبال می‌کنید دنبال نكن مسدود شده‌ درآوردن از حالت مسدود در انتظار لغو Andrea Wooحساب تایید شده @AndreaWoo Multimedia reporter at the @globeandmail. Header photo = That Resonating Emotion by Don, a 2011 PHOTO 101 DTES photography workshop participant. Vancouver, B.C. AndreaWoo.com در تیر ۱۳۸۸ ه‍.ش. پیوسته است ۲٬۲۴۲ عکس و ویدیوی جدید توييت‌ها توييت‌ها توییت ها و پاسخ ها Andrea Woo @AndreaWoo  ·  ۳ ساعت RT @ErinAnderssen: So one of world's most powerful women is in Ottawa and first Q is about being a grandmother? @HillaryClinton #Canada2020 پاسخ ۰ reply بازتوییت بازتوییت شده ۰ retweet برگزیدن برگزیده شده ۰ favorite بیشتر قراردادن توییت در سایت خود Andrea Woo @AndreaWoo  ·  ۴ ساعت Oppenheimer camper Scott Bonnyman: city's offer of mats on floor not enuf. Hearing underway: http://bit.ly/1Elh7Am  pic.twitter.com/Rn7VzAIM2v مشاهده عکس‌ها و ویدیوهای بیشتر پاسخ ۰ reply بازتوییت بازتوییت شده ۲ retweets ۲ برگزیدن برگزیده شده ۰ favorite بیشتر قراردادن توییت در سایت خود Andrea Woo @AndreaWoo  ·  ۸ ساعت Postmedia buys Quebecor’s English-language papers (including Sun chain/24 Hours dailies) for $316-million: http://fw.to/ku2jknD  نمایش خلاصه پاسخ ۰ reply بازتوییت بازتوییت شده ۱ retweet ۱ برگزیدن برگزیده شده ۰ favorite بیشتر قراردادن توییت در سایت خود Andrea Woo retweeted Sunny Dhillon @TheSunnyDhillon  ·  ۱۸ ساعت This is quite the lede from @moore_oliver http://fw.to/kgFCIXd  #TOpoli pic.twitter.com/6hD8q1v1Fw مشاهده عکس‌ها و ویدیوهای بیشتر پاسخ ۰ reply بازتوییت بازتوییت شده ۵ retweets ۵ برگزیدن برگزیده شده ۲ favorites ۲ بیشتر قراردادن توییت در سایت خود Andrea Woo @AndreaWoo  ·  ۱۸ ساعت Bold MT @Garossino: @AndreaWoo 300,000 Cdns in HK means we'll feel impact. Shd call for Cda to support spirit of original handover agreement پاسخ ۰ reply بازتوییت بازتوییت شده ۰ retweet برگزیدن برگزیده شده ۰ favorite بیشتر قراردادن توییت در سایت خود Andrea Woo @AndreaWoo  ·  ۱۸ ساعت . @davegrapes @VanOlympics But you can be informed, and have an informed opinion, as regular citizen. Not a laborious task. دیدن گفتگو پاسخ ۰ reply بازتوییت بازتوییت شده ۰ retweet برگزیدن برگزیده شده ۰ favorite بیشتر قراردادن توییت در سایت خود Andrea Woo @AndreaWoo  ·  ۱۸ ساعت . @VanOlympics Agree to disagree. I don't think it's asking a lot to hope your mayor, or prospective mayor, is up on major int'l issues دیدن گفتگو پاسخ ۰ reply بازتوییت بازتوییت شده ۰ retweet برگزیدن برگزیده شده ۵ favorites ۵ بیشتر قراردادن توییت در سایت خود Andrea Woo @AndreaWoo  ·  ۱۸ ساعت Would hope so MT @VanOlympics: @AndreaWoo But what would you expect Mayoral candidate to know? Do you think they have studied issues of HK? پاسخ ۰ reply بازتوییت بازتوییت شده ۱ retweet ۱ برگزیدن برگزیده شده ۰ favorite بیشتر قراردادن توییت در سایت خود Andrea Woo @AndreaWoo  ·  ۱۸ ساعت . @VanOlympics Was not a random, controversy-baiting Q. HK-Vancouver diaspora alone shows link between cities. Legit question to ask of mayor دیدن گفتگو پاسخ ۰ reply بازتوییت بازتوییت شده ۰ retweet برگزیدن برگزیده شده ۶ favorites ۶ بیشتر قراردادن توییت در سایت خود Andrea Woo @AndreaWoo  ·  ۱۸ ساعت . @VanOlympics There is a difference, though, between mandate and taking a moral stand دیدن گفتگو پاسخ ۰ reply بازتوییت بازتوییت شده ۱ retweet ۱ برگزیدن برگزیده شده ۱ favorite ۱ بیشتر قراردادن توییت در سایت خود Andrea Woo @AndreaWoo  ·  ۱۸ ساعت But they do when advantageous RT @VanOlympics: @AndreaWoo Mayoral Candidates should not be commenting on international issues. دیدن گفتگو پاسخ ۰ reply بازتوییت بازتوییت شده ۱ retweet ۱ برگزیدن برگزیده شده ۲ favorites ۲ بیشتر قراردادن توییت در سایت خود Andrea Woo @AndreaWoo  ·  ۱۹ ساعت I asked Gregor Robertson, Kirk LaPointe & Meena Wong to talk to me about #HongKong protest. Only 1 would: http://fw.to/YkKPgaT  #Vancouver نمایش خلاصه پاسخ ۰ reply بازتوییت بازتوییت شده ۶ retweets ۶ برگزیدن برگزیده شده ۸ favorites ۸ بیشتر قراردادن توییت در سایت خود Andrea Woo @AndreaWoo  ·  ۱۹ ساعت #Vancouver residents at Chinese consulate standing w/ #HongKong protesters, via @atangledvine: pic.twitter.com/M44q4AdsxU #occupycentral مشاهده عکس‌ها و ویدیوهای بیشتر پاسخ ۰ reply بازتوییت بازتوییت شده ۷ retweets ۷ برگزیدن برگزیده شده ۲ favorites ۲ بیشتر قراردادن توییت در سایت خود Andrea Woo @AndreaWoo  ·  ۱۳ مهر Couple friends just got back from a 20,000 (!) km bike trip around the world. Their blog here: http://2lovecycling.com/  pic.twitter.com/B2xW8f1u8E مشاهده عکس‌ها و ویدیوهای بیشتر پاسخ ۰ reply بازتوییت بازتوییت شده ۱ retweet ۱ برگزیدن برگزیده شده ۵ favorites ۵ بیشتر قراردادن توییت در سایت خود Andrea Woo retweeted travis lupick @tlupick  ·  ۱۲ مهر #VanPoli candidates on #HongKong. @kirklapointe: no comment. @MayorGregor: No real comment. @meenawong1: lots to say: http://bit.ly/1oIa22X  نمایش خلاصه پاسخ ۰ reply بازتوییت بازتوییت شده ۱۹ retweets ۱۹ برگزیدن برگزیده شده ۷ favorites ۷ بیشتر قراردادن توییت در سایت خود Andrea Woo retweeted Calvin @calvye  ·  ۱۳ مهر @AndreaWoo what I saw at Admiralty. pic.twitter.com/YuaoecLe0p مشاهده عکس‌ها و ویدیوهای بیشتر پاسخ ۰ reply بازتوییت بازتوییت شده ۲ retweets ۲ برگزیدن برگزیده شده ۲ favorites ۲ بیشتر قراردادن توییت در سایت خود Andrea Woo @AndreaWoo  ·  ۱۲ مهر Further to last tweet: Here are Christy Clark's cautious remarks on #HongKong protests: http://fw.to/IuDMax  نمایش خلاصه پاسخ ۰ reply بازتوییت بازتوییت شده ۱ retweet ۱ برگزیدن برگزیده شده ۰ favorite بیشتر قراردادن توییت در سایت خود Andrea Woo @AndreaWoo  ·  ۱۲ مهر Interesting to see which politicians will/won't comment on #HongKong protests #Vancouver: http://fw.to/YkKPgaT  Cda: http://fw.to/AKtP9IV  نمایش خلاصه پاسخ ۰ reply بازتوییت بازتوییت شده ۵ retweets ۵ برگزیدن برگزیده شده ۳ favorites ۳ بیشتر قراردادن توییت در سایت خود Andrea Woo @AndreaWoo  ·  ۱۱ مهر Protesters vs. angry locals. Things getting ugly in #HongKong. http://huff.to/10pWGTs  pic.twitter.com/ud9ZaWxcBj مشاهده عکس‌ها و ویدیوهای بیشتر پاسخ ۰ reply بازتوییت بازتوییت شده ۲ retweets ۲ برگزیدن برگزیده شده ۱ favorite ۱ بیشتر قراردادن توییت در سایت خود Andrea Woo retweeted Nathan VanderKlippe @nvanderklippe  ·  ۱۱ مهر Emptied Occupy site. Police officer told me: "I want to cry. Only 10 people. And all this crowd against them." pic.twitter.com/xCuZs7XgFf مشاهده عکس‌ها و ویدیوهای بیشتر پاسخ ۰ reply بازتوییت بازتوییت شده ۷۶ retweets ۷۶ برگزیدن برگزیده شده ۱۶ favorites ۱۶ بیشتر قراردادن توییت در سایت خود ممکن است توییتر بسیار شلوغ باشد یا اینکه دچار یک وقفه موقت شده باشد. دوباره سعی کنید برای اطلاعات بیشتر از وضعیت توییتر دیدن کنید. بستن Andrea Woo دنبال کرد هیچ به روزرسانی از Andrea Woo را از دست ندهید Vancouver, B.C. · تغییر Twitter © 2014 درباره راهنما اطلاعات آگهی بستن موضوعات داغ موضوعات داغ متناسب با سلیقه شما موضوعات پرطرفدار راهی منحصر به فرد برای در جریان قرار گرفتن از آنچه که برایتان مهم است فراهم می‌کند. این انتخاب‌ها بر اساس مکان شما و کسانی که دنبال می‌‌‌‌‌کنید تنظیم می‌شوند. تغییر نگاه داشتن موضوعات داغ متناسب با سلیقه شما دریافت موضوعات داغ جهانی تایید پنهان کن بستن قبلی بعدی بستن برو به نمایه یک شخص جستجوهای ذخیره شده حذف حساب تایید شده @ کاربران پیشنهادی حساب تایید شده @ حساب تایید شده @ بستن بازتوییت برای دنبال کنندگان شما؟ لغو بازتوییت بستن آیا مطمئن هستید که می‌خواهید این توییت را پاک کنید؟ لغو حذف بستن مسدود کردن لغو مسدود کردن افزودن موقعیت مکانی به توییت‌ها اگر توییت شما حاوی اطلاعات مکانی باشد، توییتر آن مکان را ذخیره می‌کند. شما می‌توانید موقعیت مکانی خود را قبل از فرستادن هر توییت خاموش/روشن کنید، و همیشه این امکان را دارید که تاریخچه‌ موقعیت‌های مکانی را از توییت‌های خود حذف کنید. بیشتر بدانید فعال‌ کردن مکان‌یابی الان نه غیرفعال کردن مکان‌یابی بستن خلاصه نمایه بستن فهرست‌های شما بستن ایجاد یک فهرست تازه نام فهرست شرح کمتر از ١٠٠ حرف، اختیاری فهرست‌ها: حریم خصوصی عمومی · همه می‌توانند این فهرست را دنبال کنند خصوصی · فقط شما میتوانید به این فهرست دسترسی داشته باشید ذخیره فهرست بستن بستن قراردادن این توییت در سایت خود این توییت را با کپی کردن کد زیر به وب‌سایت خود اضافه کنید Learn more مشکلی در اتصال به سرور به وجود آمد. دوباره امتحان می کنید؟ شامل توییت اولیه شامل رسانه غیرنوشتاری پیش‌نمایش بستن عضو توییتر شوید مشترک توییتر نیستید؟ نام نویسی کنید تا از آنچه که برای شما مهم است با خبر شده و هم به شکل آنی در جریان رویدادهای تازه قرار بگیرید. حساب کاربری دارید؟ ورود » بستن کدهای کوتاه (ارسال و دریافت) دو طرفه: کشور کد برای مشتریانِ ایالات متحده آمریکا 40404 (هر) کانادا 21212 (هر) انگلیس 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 برزیل 40404 Nextel, TIM هاییتی 40404 Digicel, Voila ایرلند 51210 Vodafone, O2 هند 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance اندونزی 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata ایتالیا 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » کدهای پیام کوتاه را برای دیگر کشورها مشاهده کنید بستن تایید)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20170418,bctf.ca,http://bctf.ca/history/collections/CartoonCollection.aspx?coll=2010s&image=7,BCTF Online Museum > Cartoons collection  Welcome Rooms Collections Resources Search Menu Collections  >  Cartoons  >  2010s Collection 2010s Cartoons Collection Item 1 of 22 Grahame Arnould has fun with the parent who depends on the school system to look after the needs of their kids. August 2011 Item 2 of 22 Harrop again draws on the limited job action, imagining a student willing to step in for the teachers. October 2011. Item 3 of 22 Harrop combines a number of issues of the day. Christy Clark played at a number of jobs as part of publicity in the runup to an election. The potential for a teacher strike was very much in the news. September 2011. Item 4 of 22 Harrop recounts items included in the limited job action adopted by the BCTF in the 2011 negotiations. September 2011. Item 5 of 22 The strike ends and students get back to work. September 2014. Item 6 of 22 Arnould is commenting on the 2015 appeal court ruling that overturned the BCTF win in its legal case against the provincial government for using legislation to eliminate limits on class size in 2002.  The classroom is overfull because the class size limits were still not restored; BCTF president Jim Iker reacts outside the door. Item 7 of 22 George Abbott put on a friendly face when he appeared at the BCTF annual meeting soon after being appointed Minister of Education.  He walked out of the meeting and made an implicit threat that a strike would lead to back to work legislation. Item 8 of 22 Grahame Arnould comments on Premier Christy Clark’s persistent provoking of teachers. February 2014. Item 9 of 22 Grahame Arnould comments on the impact of the ongoing conflict between teachers and the provincial government. May 2014. Item 10 of 22 Grahame Arnould shows the Minister of Education, Peter Fassbender, draining the education system of resources. May 2014. Item 11 of 22 Grahame Arnould refers to a news item about the traffic gridlock in Vancouver being the worst in the country—the cartoon appeared in the middle of a five-week strike and shows Peter Fassbender, Minister of Education, and Jim Iker, BCTF president. June 2014. Item 12 of 22 Grahame Arnould comments on the strike that resumed in September 2014. Fassbender was the Minister of Education and Iker the president of the BCTF. September 2014. Item 13 of 22 Harrop plays on Vancouver's annual fireworks festival to remind of the ongoing strike, which began in June 2014 and continued in September. July 2014. Item 14 of 22 Grahame Arnould compares the record return of sockeye salmon in the fall of 2014 with the teacher strike that kept schools closed for another three weeks. September 2014. Item 15 of 22 Grahame Arnould shows Premier Christy Clark finally prepared to have government reach an agreement with the BCTF to end the strike, after the intervention of mediator Vince Ready. September 2014. Item 16 of 22 Item 17 of 22 Item 18 of 22 Item 19 of 22 Item 20 of 22 The HST (Harmonized Sales Tax) was the monster that finally defeated Gordon Campbell as Premier. He had said during the election campaign that he would not adopt the HST, but then did adopt it. The crowd outside the castle were the hoards who passed an initiative to reject the HST, led by a mix of left and right, including former premier Bill Vanderzalm. The BCTF opposed the HST. Item 21 of 22 HST wars—Darth Campbell v the forces of Zalm. An obvious use of the Star Wars meme. A BCTF banner is shown in the crowd watching the duel. The HST essentially gave a tax break to business to be covered as a cost to consumers. This took place in 2011. Item 22 of 22 Premier Christy Clark is prodding BCTF President Jim Iker during the confrontations between the BCTF and government over education funding and collective bargaining. During 2014 the BCTF was on strike for five weeks before finally reaching a collective agreement. © 201617 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/BargainingAndContracts.aspx?id=4940&printPage=true,BCTF > Essential services designations under the Labour Relations Code  	Bargaining and contracts  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Bargaining and Contracts > Bargaining Rights Essential services designations under the Labour Relations Code by Catherine Wedge Fundamental to an understanding of collective bargaining as a legal concept is an awareness of the limits our judicial system has historically placed on collective action by employees. The first prohibitions of collective bargaining occurred in the mid-1300s because of the labour shortage caused by the Black Death. The plague brought with it a scarcity of labour–which in turn created bargaining power in artisans and labourers–provoking national intervention by way of the Ordinance of Labourers in about 1350 and subsequently the Statute of Labourers and other related statutes. The statutes compelled workers to remain with their employers and imposed both civil and criminal penalties for violations. The British legal treatment of labour contracts or contracts of employment has been dominated for centuries by the legal notions imbedded in those old statutes. Labour contracts were accorded a different status at law than any other contractual relationship. British courts later developed a doctrine known as "criminal conspiracy," which effectively outlawed unions. Under this doctrine, acts that were lawful when committed by one person became mysteriously unlawful when committed by several persons in concert. The premise that the objectives of organized workers were unlawful because they interfered with a basic principle of economics–namely, the sanctions of the marketplace: The market, and only the market, should govern the terms and conditions of employment and determine the worth of any given service. This deep suspicion of concerted activity by workers runs through the British common law. Any concerted attempt by workers to increase the value of their work or have a say in the conditions of their work was seen as "restraint of trade" or interference with the marketplace and an invasion of managements’ rights. Collective bargaining is once again lawful because of the relatively recent statutory intervention based on public and social policy that recognized that collective bargaining is necessary to protect employees from the abuse of managerial power. The Labour Relations Code of B.C. makes collective bargaining lawful for teachers. Teachers were excluded from the Code until 1988. A collective-bargaining regime is based on the recognition that the employee is in an inferior bargaining position to the employer, and that individual contracts of employment are not satisfactory as a regulatory mechanism in the workplace. The economic function of collective bargaining is only the starting point in the case for collective bargaining; it is not the end point. The role performed by trade unions has never been narrowly monetary. The Federation is probably one of the best examples of a trade union whose role is much, much broader than that. The Federation is also a compelling example of a union that has managed to secure in its collective agreements not only working conditions for teachers but improved learning conditions for children. That is a remarkable achievement for a union. Good collective bargaining attempts to subject the employment relationship and the workplace to the "rule of law." It attempts to create a more level playing field for employees in their dealings with their employer. In my experience, collective bargaining is the most significant occasion upon which employees make social decisions about matters important in their daily working lives. That is the essence of collective bargaining. Collective bargaining is an experience in self government. Instead of simply taking what the employer offers, you shape the offer through collective bargaining and you decide whether the offer is sufficient: That is the function of strike votes, strikes, and ratification votes. Labour legislation rests on the premise that both sides of the dispute must be allowed to exert the maximum pressure in order to end the dispute quickly. Picketing provisions, strikebreaker or "antiscab" provisions, and strike and lockout provisions are all designed to give both sides ways to exert pressure in a manner that gives neither side a leg up in the dispute. The theory is that maximum and equal pressure will bring a more timely resolution. In industries that are deemed essential, the board takes a much more interventionist role by creating a "controlled strike," which permits the parties to exert maximum pressure on each other while at the same time monitoring issues of health and safety. What services have been designated as essential in order to prevent "immediate and serious danger"? Services offered by healthcare workers, firefighters, police, health inspectors, and certain maintenance workers who ensure the safe operation of boilers and furnaces in large building complexes. On a fair reading of Section 72 of the code, education should not be designated essential. That is because of the words "immediate and serious danger" to "health, safety, or welfare." But the wording of s. 72 is subject to legislative change, and the current wording is subject to interpretation by the Labour Relations Board. Comparing healthcare to education is like comparing apples to oranges. But it is instructive to know the services within healthcare that have been deemed essential and, as important, the services that have been found not to be essential. When job action occurs in acute-care hospitals, the only surgeries permitted to take place are those classified as urgent or emergent. Those are "essential." By definition, any elective surgery, regardless of the condition of the patient, is not urgent or emergent and therefore not essential. If you are booked for a hip replacement and are completely immobilized unless the surgery is performed, your surgery will be cancelled. Most day surgeries will be cancelled. Pre-admission clinics will be cancelled. Hospitals can take only urgent and emergent admissions. Beds must be closed wherever possible, and even entire units where possible. Operating rooms are cut back dramatically, as are all areas of the hospital that work in conjunction with the ORs. Overall, the ratio of patients to nurses becomes significantly higher, such that patients receive more basic care. As many employees as possible are off the units and on the picket line. Conversely, excluded managers are required to roll up their sleeves and perform as nurses, porters, ward clerks, cleaners, and meal servers, and they must work at least 60 hours per week. What are the steps in designating essential services? From the union’s perspective, it is absolutely crucial to get the services defined as narrowly as possible. It is also crucial to get the number of employees working as low as possible. High numbers means a prolonged strike. The more work that is designated essential, the greater the prospect of the employer’s successfully resisting the pressures of job action by the union. Deprivation felt by the public serves as the only pressure point public-sector employees have. They must use that pressure if they want to succeed in collective bargaining. The LRB recognizes that. In the early 1980s, there was a lengthy municipal strike. Don Munroe, then chair of the Labour Relations Board, wrote a series of decisions concerning garbage disposal. He refused to limit the picketing by municipal employees that was preventing garbage pickup by private companies. Munroe said that in the public sector the public itself must be made to feel the brunt of the dispute. When garbage piles up, the public gets upset, and pressure is exerted on those in power to end the strike. Do you want to be declared essential? No; it makes achieving your objectives in collective bargaining more difficult and makes the preparation for job action much more expensive and time consuming. Catherine Wedge is a lawyer with Victory Square Law Office, Vancouver.)
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(20141006,globalnews.ca,http://globalnews.ca/news/1596488/how-does-ebola-spread-5-things-you-need-to-know/?hootPostID=7f38292169c8ebf33db891ebb8792c6c,How does Ebola spread? 5 things you need to know  | Globalnews.ca Your Region: National BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg On TV: News Hour Sections National National sections Locals Local sections Watch Watch sections Search Canada Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released Sections Health Money Consumer Tech Entertainment Environment Science Lifestyle Sports Featured Canada World Politics Investigations Canada Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released Your Region National Change BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Health Money Consumer Tech Entertainment Environment Science Lifestyle Sports Jump to a Region National BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Man trying to reach Bermuda in inflatable bubble rescued by Coast Guard Schedule NowNews Hour 6:30pmGlobal National More Programs Global National The West Block 16x9 The Morning Show More Personalities Dawna Friesen Carolyn Jarvis Liza Fromer Tom Clark More News Major snowfall covers N. Manitoba Entertainment ‘Gone Girl’ wins weekend box office News Journalist with Ebola arrives at US hospital Canada Quebecor sells off Sun newspaper chain News Crowdfunded bus debuts in Toronto Entertainment Depardieu reveals past as escort, thief Canada MPs debate motion for airstrikes in Iraq Sports NBA extends television deals for 9 years Trending Maple Syrup Heist Hong Kong protests Iraq crisis Luka Magnotta Ebola outbreak enterovirus D68 Ukraine Retail Wars Ebola October 3, 2014 6:22 pm How does Ebola spread? 5 things you need to know By Carmen Chai  Global News What is this? Sponsored content is written by Global News' editorial staff without any editorial influence by the sponsor. If you'd like to learn more... What is this ? X What is this? Sponsored content is written by Global News' without any editorial influence by the sponsor. If you'd like to learn more... WATCH: Officials are reassuring people the chance of a man, hospitalized in Toronto, testing positive for Ebola are slim. But, even if he has the virus, officials there is protocol in place to prevent it from spreading. Jennifer Tryon reports. TORONTO – U.S. health officials have meticulously retraced the steps of North America’s first Ebola patient, hoping to track down anyone who came in contact with the man after he fell ill. Story continues below Related Stories American cameraman working for NBC in Liberia tests positive for Ebola Woman confined to Dallas home after contact with Ebola patient Officials say 100 people may have been exposed to Ebola-infected patient in U.S. Canada prepping for potential Ebola cases This week, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention said that a patient is in isolation in a Texas hospital after he tested positive for the deadly disease. Four of the patient’s close family members have been ordered to stay home, and armed enforcement officials are even posted outside to make sure of it. Health authorities are also reaching out to about 100 people to determine if they had contact with the Ebola patient now in isolation. READ MORE: First diagnosed Ebola case in North America. What happened? While the medical community is working hard to remind the public that it has safety measures in place to prevent an outbreak, there is concern about how the case made its way into North America and if more cases could be reported. Here’s what you need to know about Ebola and how it spreads. You might not feel symptoms right away On Sept. 20, the patient arrived in Dallas from Liberia. He didn’t report any symptoms and that’s normal. Symptoms can take from two to 21 days to show up after exposure, but Dr. Joel Kettner said that it’s typically between six to 10 days. That’s a window of about a week to two weeks. Kettner is medical director of Winnipeg’s International Centre for Infectious Diseases. He was Manitoba’s chief medical officer of health from 1999 to 2012. The symptoms include fever, headache, diarrhea, vomiting, and muscle pain. In its later stages, unexplained bleeding could occur, too. By Sept. 24, the patient went to hospital reporting illness but he was sent home with antibiotics. READ MORE: Questions and answers about the U.S. Ebola case He’s been identified by U.S. outlets as Monrovia native, Thomas Eric Duncan. The Associated Press also reports that he’ll be prosecuted by Liberian officials for lying on his airport screening questionnaire. On the form, he answered ‘no’ when asked whether he had cared for an Ebola patient or touched the body of someone who had died in an area affected by Ebola. Days before he left Liberia, Duncan had helped carry to a taxi a pregnant woman who later died of Ebola, according to neighbours. Her illness at the time was believed to be pregnancy-related. At the time Duncan left for the U.S., it’s not clear if he knew of the woman’s diagnosis. WATCH: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention Director Dr. Tom Frieden says the chances of the Ebola virus spreading are low You’re only contagious once symptoms kick in Ebola can only be spread to others after symptoms begin. “You can’t share it with anybody. It happens only when it comes out through bodily fluids,” according to Jason Tetro, a Canadian microbiologist and author. Ebola grows within your cells, multiplying until you build up a high level of the virus. That’s why it takes time to appear in the bodily fluids. READ MORE: Canada prepping for potential Ebola cases “Even though the virus is growing within the body, during that incubation period there isn’t sufficient amount of virus to transmit disease to others until the illness is apparent,” Kettner explained. “It’s quite a fortunate feature of the disease – you can imagine if people are infectious without having symptoms how much more difficult this would be to contain the spread,” he said. This is why the CDC isn’t worried about his fellow passengers on the plane – it’s saying there is no need to monitor anyone else on the flight and didn’t reveal flight information. Instead, 12 to 18 people – including three ambulance staff who looked after him – are going to be watched closely every day for the next three weeks – the longest incubation period for the disease.   (Andrew Miller/Global News) The virus is passed on via bodily fluids Once your symptoms kick in – the fever, the nausea and stomach pain, for example – you’re contagious. “Bodily fluids” refers to blood, vomit, feces, urine, spit, sweat, semen and even tears. Some bodily fluids have higher counts of the disease than others. Doctors say that the disease is hard to transmit because you have to be in “very close contact” with an infected person and his or her fluids. It’s not airborne like, say, the seasonal flu or the chicken pox, which are both highly contagious. It’s not as simple as touching a door knob with a sick patient’s germs, Kettner said. READ MORE: How health officials are responding to the Ebola outbreak globally “Just getting it on one’s skin is not necessarily a danger as long as you can wash your hands and get it off your skin,” he said. If you have a break in the skin – a cut, scratch or blister – the virus can get into your bloodstream by getting through the barrier the skin provides. It can also enter through the lining of the eye, nasal passages or the mouth – it’s here that the virus can get absorbed easier than through the skin. It can also be transmitted via sexual contact, objects (such as needles) contaminated with the virus or through the blood or fluids of infected animals and their meat. “It’s not spread casually. You won’t get it from the cashier when buying groceries or when you’re in the same room as somebody who is sick. You need direct contact and that means direct contact with someone’s fluids that contain the virus,” he said. How the CDC is handling its first case For starters, the patient is in isolation at the Texas Health Presbyterian Hospital. His close family is being forced to stay home – groceries are being delivered to their home and it will be professionally cleaned because officials suggest that the “house conditions need to improve.” The blankets and bed sheets the patient slept in will also be collected. Ebola dried on surfaces can surive for hours – again, it’s not a risk to handle soiled clothing or bed sheets, but if you’re not wearing gloves, then touching your nose, eyes or mouth, there is a risk of infection. READ MORE: Family that hosted Ebola patient confined to home When the patient was initially screened, a nurse concluded he had a common virus and discharged him even though he said he had travelled to West Africa. That hint about his travel history wasn’t widely shared with the hospital staff,  U.S. reports say. It was a missed opportunity to put him into isolation – instead he went back to the ER days later when his condition worsened. “They sent him home with antibiotics, he showed up on again on a stretcher in an ambulance. That’s not how it’s supposed to work,” Tetro said. The CDC sent a team to the airport in the Liberian capital, Monrovia, on Wednesday to make sure health officials there are screening passengers properly. All people travelling from the outbreak zone are supposed to be checked for fever and asked about their travel history before being allowed to leave. Plastic buckets filled with chlorinated water for hand-washing are present throughout the airport. “There were no signs of any disease when the gentleman boarded the flight,” said Dr. Tom Kenyon, director of the CDC’s Center for Global Health. “This was not a failure of the screening process at the airport.” Here’s how Canada is trying to stifle spread Both Kettner and Tetro say Canada doesn’t need to ramp up its security against the disease. Based on how the country’s already handled its suspected cases, Canada’s health care system is taking the threat of a potential case seriously. “There’s absolutely no reason to worry or to panic,” Tetro told Global News. “The fear we’re going to be submerged in a worldwide Ebola outbreak is an unbased fear that’s unlikely.  There isn’t evidence this is spreading beyond in a way that should worry people living thousands of miles away,” Kettner said. READ MORE: Why health officials say the Ebola epidemic won’t spread into Canada During an outbreak such as this one, there are special communications to and heightened awareness among health care providers. Patients are now screened for a fever, cough or trouble breathing. They’re asked a critical, telling question: have they recently returned from another country? The communication lines — between hospitals to provincial ministries, between provinces and Ottawa, and between agencies and the media to the public — are opened. Quarantine officers are at all of Canada’s international airports — Vancouver, Calgary, Toronto and Montreal, for example — and they work around the clock, seven days a week, according to the Public Health Agency of Canada. And then there’s the Quarantine Act, which would help in detection and management of sick travellers. It requires travellers to report to CBSA agents if they’re ill upon arrival. Airlines and flight attendants are also required to report sick passengers coming off of international flights. - With files from the Associated Press carmen.chai@globalnews.ca Follow @Carmen_Chai © Shaw Media, 2014 Report an error CDC Dr. Joel Kettner Ebola Ebola outbreak Global health Guinea Health Canada Infectious Disease Jason Tetro Liberia Nigeria Sierra Leone Carmen Chai Senior Web Coordinator Carmen Chai is a national reporter covering health and education for GlobalNews.ca. More Stories Canada First diagnosed Ebola case in the North America. What happened? Officials say 100 people may have been exposed to Ebola-infected patient in U.S. Toronto hospital testing patient for possible case of Ebola Crew decontaminates home where Ebola patient stayed in Texas Texas governor: Children had contact with Ebola patient in Dallas hospital Comments Popular Now How does Ebola spread? 5 things you need to know 17958 Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released 9957 Accused Madeleine McCann Twitter troll found dead 9216 Ebola: 5 reasons why an outbreak is highly unlikely in Canada 5718 UPDATE: What’s the best, cheapest Canadian cellphone plan out there? 5633 Featured Content Canada Ebola: 5 reasons why an outbreak is highly unlikely in Canada What are the chances of an Ebola outbreak taking off in Canada? It isn’t likely, according to experts. And here are a number of reasons why. Continue reading → Environment Are we in the midst of a mass extinction? There have been 5 mass extinctions — the loss of 75 per cent or more of the world’s species — in Earth’s history. Scientists now believe that we are at the early stages of the sixth. Continue reading → Health Lab-grown penises may soon be ‘ready for testing’ on humans Researchers in North Carolina say penises grown in laboratories could “soon be ready for human testing,” offering hope for men who have had traumatic injuries or penile cancer. Continue reading → Canada Meet Rachel Parent — the teen fighting for GMO labelling in Canada Rachel Parent is a 15-year-old activist. Her goal: mandatory labelling in Canada of all genetically modified organisms, or GMOs that are found as ingredients in food. Continue reading → Canada Abandoned puppies on the mend Twenty hungry, cold and flea-infested puppies found in a Saskatchewan field are now being nursed back to health at Battleford’s Humane Society. Continue reading → Science Everything you need to know about Wednesday’s lunar eclipse On Oct. 8, Canada will be treated to its second lunar eclipse of the year. Find out what you can expect. Continue reading → Canada Can homegrown food win the climate change war? Wondering what’s the single most effective way to combat climate change? Plant a garden. Continue reading → Canada 16×9: An investigation into illegal lumber Timber thieves are stealing wood from the Russian Far East, processing it in China and then shipping it to North America, a 16×9 investigation has found. Continue reading → Highlights Hounds of Parliament: As commuting cyclist and budget watchdog, Frechette must make his presence known Frechette draws a line distinguishing his personality as a cyclist and as the parliamentary budget officer. But surely there’s a parallel between the assertive man he is on a bike and in the role of PBO? Continue reading → Email alerts Sign up for FREE daily Globalnews.ca newsletters and breaking news alerts Email Address National Daily News National Breaking News By clicking on the submit button, I have read, understood and agreed to our privacy policy Twitter Follow globalnews 5 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews USA Swimming suspends #MichaelPhelps for 6 months glbn.ca/ClLU9 pic.twitter.com/nqC3dQ3NhL 5 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews Hillary Clinton: military action against ISIS “critical” and “essential” globalnews.ca/news/1600343/w… #cdnpoli 17 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews Boy left in car during church choir practice dies glbn.ca/ClKBB Jump to a Region BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Connect Facebook Twitter Google+ RSS Contact Us Global News About Us Privacy Policy Principles & Practices Terms & Conditions Copyright Shaw Media Advertise Open Data © Shaw Media Inc., 2014. All rights reserved. Follow Follow “Global News” Get every new post delivered to your Inbox. Join 3,820 other followers Powered by WordPress.com Shaw Connect Expand News Entertainment Entertainment Home Celebs Movies TV Music Living Lifestyle Food Home & Living Sports Money Tech Travel Breaktime Autos Watch TV Online All Sites Global Global News Food Network HGTV History Television Showcase Slice DTOUR ET Canada National Geographic Movietime Lifetime H2 DIY Action NG Wild Mystery IFC BBC Deja Vu Twist)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media jthornthwaite last tweet "Please join me in recognizing the vital work foster families do for B.C. kids http://t.co/bdYy1yh9Jc #FosterFamilyMonth #northvan #bcpoli" @jthornthwaite - 10:56pm Follow @jthornthwaite BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140925,bcparentinfo.ca,http://bcparentinfo.ca/update-bargaining-3/,Update on Bargaining - BC Parent Info    Learning Resources Student Achievement Parent Support Latest News Latest News Parent Support Student Achievement Learning Resources Questions about back to school? CLICK HERE Update on Bargaining Thursday, August 28, 2014 8:00 AM The BCTF and BCPSEA lead negotiators met with Labour Mediator Vince Ready to discuss recent developments and explore the prospects for full mediation.   Following the meeting, Mr. Ready asked the full bargaining committees for both sides to meet with him Friday afternoon. Back to Latest News Share This  Copyright Disclaimer Privacy Copyright Disclaimer Privacy)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=25439,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > March 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 5, March 2012   AGM 2012 Agenda March 17–20, 2012  First session March 17, Saturday evening    7:00 p.m. Welcome First Nations recognition Preliminaries: Adoption of chairpersons, scrutineers, tellers, resolutions committee Chairpersons’ orientation session Introduction of ombudspersons Adoption of agenda Adoption of 2011 AGM minutes Stewardship report on 2011 AGM Report of the nominating chairperson President’s report, Susan Lambert Greetings/Comments BC Federation of Labour, Jim Sinclair, president Leadership Report Recommendation 1 Annual General Meeeting Resolutions 102–105 9:00 p.m. Election statements from candidates for table-officer positions. Questions and answers for candidates running for table-officer positions. Call for nominations 10:00 p.m. Adjourn Second session: March 28, Sunday morning   9:00 a.m. Social Justice Guest speaker 9:45 a.m. Bargaining Report Resolutions 106–109 12:10 p.m. Greetings: BC Confederation of Parent Advisory Councils, Ann Whiteaker, president BC School Trustees Association, Michael McEvoy, president 12:30 p.m. Lunch Third session: March 18, Sunday afternoon   2:00 p.m. Constitution and By-laws Recommendations 2–5 Resolution 101 School Buildings, Grounds, and Facilities Resolutions 148–149 Ministry of Children and Family Development Resolution 133 Labour Affairs Resolutions 131–132 CLC/BC Federation of Labour Report Recommendation 6 Health and Welfare of Students Resolution 124 4:00 p.m. Executive Director’s report Moira Mackenzie 4:30 p.m. Election statements from candidates for member-at-large positions. Questions and answers for candidates running for member-at-large. Call for nominations 5:30 p.m. Adjourn Fourth session: March 19, Monday morning  9:00 a.m. Finance Comments from the treasurer Recommendations 14–18 Resolutions 116–123 Political Action Recommendation 29 Resolution 142 Technology Resolution 150 12:15 p.m. Canadian Union of Public Employees, BC Division, Barry O’Neill, president 12:30 p.m. Lunch Fifth session: March 19, Monday afternoon  2:00 p.m. Pensions Report Resolutions 140–141 Organization of the BCTF Resolutions 134–139 College of Teachers Recommendations 7–10 Resolution 110 Public Relations Resolution 147 Unfinished business 5:25 p.m. Final call for nominations 5:30 p.m. Dinner Sixth session: March 19, Monday evening  7:30 p.m. Unfinished business 9:30 p.m. Adjourn Seventh session: March 20, Tuesday morning   8:00 a.m. to 9:00 a.m. BALLOT DISTRIBUTION For one hour, the election tellers will distribute ballots, one pad for each voting card, in the Prince of Wales Room. Each delegation is asked to assist by appointing one of its members to present all the delegation’s cards, (including the LR cards) and to receive all its ballots individually. Executive Committee members should each pick up their own ballots. No ballots will be distributed after the session has begun. AGM Standing Rule 12.2 specifies that ballots will be given out only at the place and times specified on the agenda. 9:00 a.m. Elections Stewart Schon Award Health, Welfare, and Safety of Teachers Recommendations 19–28 Resolutions 125–130 Public Affairs Resolutions 143–146 Simplified Rules of Order Resolution 151 Unfinished business 12:15 p.m. Committee reports—Questions 12:30 p.m. Lunch Eighth session: March 20, Tuesday afternoon  2:00 p.m. Guest Speaker, Sandra Mathison Education Policy Recommendations 11–13 Resolutions 111–115 Unfinished business 4:00 p.m. Awards GA Fergusson Memorial Honorary Life Membership Recognition of Retiring Activists Unfinished Business 5:30 p.m. Dinner Ninth session: March 22, Tuesday evening  7:30 p.m. Unfinished Business Late Resolutions New Resolutions New Business 9:15 p.m. Closing Courtesy Motion 9:30 p.m.Adjourn Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141006,globalnews.ca,http://globalnews.ca/news/1596488/how-does-ebola-spread-5-things-you-need-to-know/,How does Ebola spread? 5 things you need to know  | Globalnews.ca Your Region: National BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg On TV: Global National Sections National National sections Locals Local sections Watch Watch sections Search Canada Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released Sections Health Money Consumer Tech Entertainment Environment Science Lifestyle Sports Featured Canada World Politics Investigations Canada Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released Your Region National Change BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Health Money Consumer Tech Entertainment Environment Science Lifestyle Sports Jump to a Region National BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Man trying to reach Bermuda in inflatable bubble rescued by Coast Guard Schedule NowGlobal National 7:00pmEntertainment Tonight More Programs Global National The West Block 16x9 The Morning Show More Personalities Dawna Friesen Carolyn Jarvis Liza Fromer Tom Clark More News Major snowfall covers N. Manitoba Entertainment ‘Gone Girl’ wins weekend box office News Journalist with Ebola arrives at US hospital Canada Quebecor sells off Sun newspaper chain News Crowdfunded bus debuts in Toronto Entertainment Depardieu reveals past as escort, thief Canada MPs debate motion for airstrikes in Iraq Sports NBA extends television deals for 9 years Trending Maple Syrup Heist Hong Kong protests Iraq crisis Luka Magnotta Ebola outbreak enterovirus D68 Ukraine Retail Wars Ebola October 3, 2014 6:22 pm How does Ebola spread? 5 things you need to know By Carmen Chai  Global News What is this? Sponsored content is written by Global News' editorial staff without any editorial influence by the sponsor. If you'd like to learn more... What is this ? X What is this? Sponsored content is written by Global News' without any editorial influence by the sponsor. If you'd like to learn more... WATCH: Officials are reassuring people the chance of a man, hospitalized in Toronto, testing positive for Ebola are slim. But, even if he has the virus, officials there is protocol in place to prevent it from spreading. Jennifer Tryon reports. TORONTO – U.S. health officials have meticulously retraced the steps of North America’s first Ebola patient, hoping to track down anyone who came in contact with the man after he fell ill. Story continues below Related Stories American cameraman working for NBC in Liberia tests positive for Ebola Woman confined to Dallas home after contact with Ebola patient Officials say 100 people may have been exposed to Ebola-infected patient in U.S. Canada prepping for potential Ebola cases This week, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention said that a patient is in isolation in a Texas hospital after he tested positive for the deadly disease. Four of the patient’s close family members have been ordered to stay home, and armed enforcement officials are even posted outside to make sure of it. Health authorities are also reaching out to about 100 people to determine if they had contact with the Ebola patient now in isolation. READ MORE: First diagnosed Ebola case in North America. What happened? While the medical community is working hard to remind the public that it has safety measures in place to prevent an outbreak, there is concern about how the case made its way into North America and if more cases could be reported. Here’s what you need to know about Ebola and how it spreads. You might not feel symptoms right away On Sept. 20, the patient arrived in Dallas from Liberia. He didn’t report any symptoms and that’s normal. Symptoms can take from two to 21 days to show up after exposure, but Dr. Joel Kettner said that it’s typically between six to 10 days. That’s a window of about a week to two weeks. Kettner is medical director of Winnipeg’s International Centre for Infectious Diseases. He was Manitoba’s chief medical officer of health from 1999 to 2012. The symptoms include fever, headache, diarrhea, vomiting, and muscle pain. In its later stages, unexplained bleeding could occur, too. By Sept. 24, the patient went to hospital reporting illness but he was sent home with antibiotics. READ MORE: Questions and answers about the U.S. Ebola case He’s been identified by U.S. outlets as Monrovia native, Thomas Eric Duncan. The Associated Press also reports that he’ll be prosecuted by Liberian officials for lying on his airport screening questionnaire. On the form, he answered ‘no’ when asked whether he had cared for an Ebola patient or touched the body of someone who had died in an area affected by Ebola. Days before he left Liberia, Duncan had helped carry to a taxi a pregnant woman who later died of Ebola, according to neighbours. Her illness at the time was believed to be pregnancy-related. At the time Duncan left for the U.S., it’s not clear if he knew of the woman’s diagnosis. WATCH: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention Director Dr. Tom Frieden says the chances of the Ebola virus spreading are low You’re only contagious once symptoms kick in Ebola can only be spread to others after symptoms begin. “You can’t share it with anybody. It happens only when it comes out through bodily fluids,” according to Jason Tetro, a Canadian microbiologist and author. Ebola grows within your cells, multiplying until you build up a high level of the virus. That’s why it takes time to appear in the bodily fluids. READ MORE: Canada prepping for potential Ebola cases “Even though the virus is growing within the body, during that incubation period there isn’t sufficient amount of virus to transmit disease to others until the illness is apparent,” Kettner explained. “It’s quite a fortunate feature of the disease – you can imagine if people are infectious without having symptoms how much more difficult this would be to contain the spread,” he said. This is why the CDC isn’t worried about his fellow passengers on the plane – it’s saying there is no need to monitor anyone else on the flight and didn’t reveal flight information. Instead, 12 to 18 people – including three ambulance staff who looked after him – are going to be watched closely every day for the next three weeks – the longest incubation period for the disease.   (Andrew Miller/Global News) The virus is passed on via bodily fluids Once your symptoms kick in – the fever, the nausea and stomach pain, for example – you’re contagious. “Bodily fluids” refers to blood, vomit, feces, urine, spit, sweat, semen and even tears. Some bodily fluids have higher counts of the disease than others. Doctors say that the disease is hard to transmit because you have to be in “very close contact” with an infected person and his or her fluids. It’s not airborne like, say, the seasonal flu or the chicken pox, which are both highly contagious. It’s not as simple as touching a door knob with a sick patient’s germs, Kettner said. READ MORE: How health officials are responding to the Ebola outbreak globally “Just getting it on one’s skin is not necessarily a danger as long as you can wash your hands and get it off your skin,” he said. If you have a break in the skin – a cut, scratch or blister – the virus can get into your bloodstream by getting through the barrier the skin provides. It can also enter through the lining of the eye, nasal passages or the mouth – it’s here that the virus can get absorbed easier than through the skin. It can also be transmitted via sexual contact, objects (such as needles) contaminated with the virus or through the blood or fluids of infected animals and their meat. “It’s not spread casually. You won’t get it from the cashier when buying groceries or when you’re in the same room as somebody who is sick. You need direct contact and that means direct contact with someone’s fluids that contain the virus,” he said. How the CDC is handling its first case For starters, the patient is in isolation at the Texas Health Presbyterian Hospital. His close family is being forced to stay home – groceries are being delivered to their home and it will be professionally cleaned because officials suggest that the “house conditions need to improve.” The blankets and bed sheets the patient slept in will also be collected. Ebola dried on surfaces can surive for hours – again, it’s not a risk to handle soiled clothing or bed sheets, but if you’re not wearing gloves, then touching your nose, eyes or mouth, there is a risk of infection. READ MORE: Family that hosted Ebola patient confined to home When the patient was initially screened, a nurse concluded he had a common virus and discharged him even though he said he had travelled to West Africa. That hint about his travel history wasn’t widely shared with the hospital staff,  U.S. reports say. It was a missed opportunity to put him into isolation – instead he went back to the ER days later when his condition worsened. “They sent him home with antibiotics, he showed up on again on a stretcher in an ambulance. That’s not how it’s supposed to work,” Tetro said. The CDC sent a team to the airport in the Liberian capital, Monrovia, on Wednesday to make sure health officials there are screening passengers properly. All people travelling from the outbreak zone are supposed to be checked for fever and asked about their travel history before being allowed to leave. Plastic buckets filled with chlorinated water for hand-washing are present throughout the airport. “There were no signs of any disease when the gentleman boarded the flight,” said Dr. Tom Kenyon, director of the CDC’s Center for Global Health. “This was not a failure of the screening process at the airport.” Here’s how Canada is trying to stifle spread Both Kettner and Tetro say Canada doesn’t need to ramp up its security against the disease. Based on how the country’s already handled its suspected cases, Canada’s health care system is taking the threat of a potential case seriously. “There’s absolutely no reason to worry or to panic,” Tetro told Global News. “The fear we’re going to be submerged in a worldwide Ebola outbreak is an unbased fear that’s unlikely.  There isn’t evidence this is spreading beyond in a way that should worry people living thousands of miles away,” Kettner said. READ MORE: Why health officials say the Ebola epidemic won’t spread into Canada During an outbreak such as this one, there are special communications to and heightened awareness among health care providers. Patients are now screened for a fever, cough or trouble breathing. They’re asked a critical, telling question: have they recently returned from another country? The communication lines — between hospitals to provincial ministries, between provinces and Ottawa, and between agencies and the media to the public — are opened. Quarantine officers are at all of Canada’s international airports — Vancouver, Calgary, Toronto and Montreal, for example — and they work around the clock, seven days a week, according to the Public Health Agency of Canada. And then there’s the Quarantine Act, which would help in detection and management of sick travellers. It requires travellers to report to CBSA agents if they’re ill upon arrival. Airlines and flight attendants are also required to report sick passengers coming off of international flights. - With files from the Associated Press carmen.chai@globalnews.ca Follow @Carmen_Chai © Shaw Media, 2014 Report an error CDC Dr. Joel Kettner Ebola Ebola outbreak Global health Guinea Health Canada Infectious Disease Jason Tetro Liberia Nigeria Sierra Leone Carmen Chai Senior Web Coordinator Carmen Chai is a national reporter covering health and education for GlobalNews.ca. More Stories Canada First diagnosed Ebola case in the North America. What happened? Officials say 100 people may have been exposed to Ebola-infected patient in U.S. Toronto hospital testing patient for possible case of Ebola Crew decontaminates home where Ebola patient stayed in Texas Texas governor: Children had contact with Ebola patient in Dallas hospital Comments Popular Now Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released 20224 How does Ebola spread? 5 things you need to know 18659 Accused Madeleine McCann Twitter troll found dead 9985 Ebola: 5 reasons why an outbreak is highly unlikely in Canada 7298 UPDATE: What’s the best, cheapest Canadian cellphone plan out there? 5891 Featured Content Canada Ebola: 5 reasons why an outbreak is highly unlikely in Canada What are the chances of an Ebola outbreak taking off in Canada? It isn’t likely, according to experts. And here are a number of reasons why. Continue reading → Environment Are we in the midst of a mass extinction? There have been 5 mass extinctions — the loss of 75 per cent or more of the world’s species — in Earth’s history. Scientists now believe that we are at the early stages of the sixth. Continue reading → Health Lab-grown penises may soon be ‘ready for testing’ on humans Researchers in North Carolina say penises grown in laboratories could “soon be ready for human testing,” offering hope for men who have had traumatic injuries or penile cancer. Continue reading → Canada Meet Rachel Parent — the teen fighting for GMO labelling in Canada Rachel Parent is a 15-year-old activist. Her goal: mandatory labelling in Canada of all genetically modified organisms, or GMOs that are found as ingredients in food. Continue reading → Canada Abandoned puppies on the mend Twenty hungry, cold and flea-infested puppies found in a Saskatchewan field are now being nursed back to health at Battleford’s Humane Society. Continue reading → Science Everything you need to know about Wednesday’s lunar eclipse On Oct. 8, Canada will be treated to its second lunar eclipse of the year. Find out what you can expect. Continue reading → Canada Can homegrown food win the climate change war? Wondering what’s the single most effective way to combat climate change? Plant a garden. Continue reading → Canada 16×9: An investigation into illegal lumber Timber thieves are stealing wood from the Russian Far East, processing it in China and then shipping it to North America, a 16×9 investigation has found. Continue reading → Highlights Hounds of Parliament: As commuting cyclist and budget watchdog, Frechette must make his presence known Frechette draws a line distinguishing his personality as a cyclist and as the parliamentary budget officer. But surely there’s a parallel between the assertive man he is on a bike and in the role of PBO? Continue reading → Email alerts Sign up for FREE daily Globalnews.ca newsletters and breaking news alerts Email Address National Daily News National Breaking News By clicking on the submit button, I have read, understood and agreed to our privacy policy Twitter Follow globalnews 20 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews USA Swimming suspends #MichaelPhelps for 6 months glbn.ca/ClLU9 pic.twitter.com/nqC3dQ3NhL 20 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews Hillary Clinton: military action against ISIS “critical” and “essential” globalnews.ca/news/1600343/w… #cdnpoli 32 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews Boy left in car during church choir practice dies glbn.ca/ClKBB Jump to a Region BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Connect Facebook Twitter Google+ RSS Contact Us Global News About Us Privacy Policy Principles & Practices Terms & Conditions Copyright Shaw Media Advertise Open Data © Shaw Media Inc., 2014. All rights reserved. Follow Follow “Global News” Get every new post delivered to your Inbox. Join 3,820 other followers Powered by WordPress.com Shaw Connect Expand News Entertainment Entertainment Home Celebs Movies TV Music Living Lifestyle Food Home & Living Sports Money Tech Travel Breaktime Autos Watch TV Online All Sites Global Global News Food Network HGTV History Television Showcase Slice DTOUR ET Canada National Geographic Movietime Lifetime H2 DIY Action NG Wild Mystery IFC BBC Deja Vu Twist)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9148&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 19, Number 1, September 2006 Canadian and Chinese classrooms are different by Wenxing Zheng Having studied at Simon Fraser University as a master of education student for one year, I’ve had the chance to visit Canadian classes and compare them with the education I experienced in China. The following are 12 differences I found between the two countries. It needs to be said that these are general observations based on my experience and feelings. There are exceptions, of course, in both countries and among different students. Students in Canada are under less pressure than students in China. In China, most high school students spend more than 10 hours studying everyday with some students studying even longer, usually from 6:00 a.m. to 9:30 p.m. In Canada, teachers use diversified teaching methods in class, like role playing, and group work. In China we rarely use these kinds of pedagogies. Most of the time teachers are lecturing and students are busy taking notes. Teachers give students a lot of handouts in Canadian classes. Maybe this is the reason why students needn’t take notes here. Everything is on the handouts. In China we depend more on the course books and some exercise books. There are also some differences in the assignments teachers give. Canadian assignments are more practical and interesting. Students have to use their imagination to express their opinions. There are a lot of subjective factors for a student to consider in completing an assignment. Assignments in China are examination-orientated, tend to be based objectively on facts only, and are intended to focus on students’ memorization and analytical skills. In Canada, students can pursue their own interests. But in China, parents play a big role in determining what a student’s interests should be. Comparatively, and generally, in China students tend to excel in academic work because often students have to take extra academic classes after school, usually in math, English, and writing subjects. In Canada, students can pursue their own interests after school. In China, the classroom is for the students. Teachers go to different classrooms to teach. In Canada, the classroom is for the teacher. Students go to different classrooms to study. In Canada, teacher’s classrooms are designed in all kinds of styles according to the personality and subjects the teacher teaches. In classrooms in China, the classroom walls are hung with the portraits of famous people who have made great contributions to human development. In China, parents like teachers to give students difficult questions. In Canada, parents seem to prefer teachers to give students suitable questions. I don’t know whether it is a common phenomenon in Canada. I have a Canadian friend. Her daughter is in Grade 7. Several times, the teacher gave some difficult assignments, which frustrated the young girl. The parent was unhappy and talked to the teacher asking for easier assignments. Such things would never happen in China. There is only one teacher in a Chinese class, but in Canadian classes there may be a teacher, as well as a teaching assistant or co-teachers. Except for some schools in big cities, Chinese classrooms only have Chinese people. In Canadian classes there are students from different ethnic origins. In Canada, a teacher needs to have the skills to teach a diverse group. In Canadian classes, students from different grades may share a classroom. In China students only have classes with students in the same grade. Comparatively speaking, it is easier to become a teacher in China than in Canada. In my opinion, the differences between the two countries in education originate from conditions and cultural background of the two countries. Canada is a developed country. Its education has a lot of advantages that we lack in China. However, considering the different situations of the two countries, we cannot duplicate the Canadian education system in China. I realize that my observations are only limited to my personal experiences and opinions. But, interacting in two different education systems gives me the luxury of re-examining my own teaching philosophy in the context of the Chinese education system. Chinese education needs reform. In China, a lot of educators, teachers, and parents ask for that, but it is not an easy job, since we have a large population and comparatively limited education resources. We cannot make sure everybody has a university education, but we try to make sure every student has the equal chance to go to university. We once had a debate in class about whether we should use examinations or authentic tests to evaluate students. Authentic tests usually use portfolios to evaluate students. It looks at the whole learning process of the students, not only one-time examinations. The result is that authentic tests have all kinds of advantages compared to examinations, but currently in China, we cannot use them nationally. It costs more time and money. Basically we cannot afford them. I think we will change the examination-dominated education system gradually, but I don’t think we can dismiss it completely. Even in Canada I know, examination scores occupy 40% of student evaluation in Grade 12. The things I learned here will definitely help me when I go back to teach. I may not completely copy what I have learned from Canadian classes, but I will combine them with the situation in China. I think learning here gives me more choices in teaching and broadens my mind about education. Wenxing Zheng attended SFU as a master of education student for one year.)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Touring a natural gas drilling rig with @MLA Mike Bernier, and Brian from EnCana http://t.co/AifdJ4H07b" @Teresa_Wat - 06:01pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=10354&printPage=true,BCTF News Releases  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2007 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE January 14, 2007 BCTF tour highlights challenges in education (BROADCAST COPY FOLLOWS) Members of the executive of the BC Teachers' Federation (BCTF) will launch a province-wide tour this week to highlight the challenges and struggles with which teachers deal in the face of legislation that was designed to improve education for the province's students. "The impact of the provisions of Bill 33 has not been as positive as we had hoped," says BCTF First Vice-President Irene Lanzinger. "This tour will help shed light on the shortcomings of the legislation, and point out what teachers have maintained all along-that the provincial government needs to adequately fund the public education system. We will be looking for additional funding in February's provincial budget to help teaching and learning throughout the province." The tour will provide teachers, students, parents, and trustees the opportunity to voice their experiences and concerns directly to the Federation which will "press for another meeting of the Learning Round Table so that we can bring these issues to the attention of the provincial government," says Lanzinger. "We are always prepared to engage in dialogue with education stakeholders to improve learning conditions for our students and teaching conditions for our members." Members of the BCTF executive will visit most regions of the province, beginning with Williams Lake on Tuesday, January 16. The tour will wrap up in February after visiting Prince George, Kamloops, Victoria, and tentatively, Prince Rupert, Terrace, and Cranbrook. Other cities may be added to the schedule. FOR BROADCAST USE THE B-C TEACHERS' FEDERATION IS LAUNCHING A PROVINCE-WIDE TOUR THIS WEEK TO HIGHLIGHT THE CHALLENGES AND STRUGGLES THAT STILL EXIST IN B-C CLASSROOMS, DESPITE LEGISLATION IMPOSED LAST YEAR AIMED AT IMPROVING PUBLIC EDUCATION. THE FIRST STOP ON THE TOUR IS WILLIAMS LAKE. B-C-T-F FIRST-VICE-PRESIDENT, IRENE LANZINGER (LAN'-ZING-ER), SAYS THE TOUR WILL SHOW THAT THE PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENT NEEDS TO ADEQUATELY FUND THE PUBLIC EDUCATION SYSTEM IF B-C IS TO BE THE MOST LITERATE JURISDICTION IN CANADA BY 2010. LANZINGER SAYS THE B-C-T-F WILL BE LOOKING FOR ADDITIONAL EDUCATION FUNDING IN FEBRUARY'S PROVINCIAL BUDGET. THE B-C-T-F IS ALSO CALLING FOR ANOTHER MEETING OF THE LEARNING ROUND TABLE, WHICH PROVIDES EDUCATION STAKEHOLDERS WITH THE OPPORTUNITY TO DISCUSS KEY EDUCATION ISSUES WITH THE PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENT.  -  30  - For more information, contact Yvonne Eamor, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell).)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/data.cfm?page=WCBdecisions&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true,BCTF Home E-mail Lists Links A to Z Index Contact Us Help SITE SEARCH Quick Links BCTF formsBCTF NewsFrançaisLabour linksPensionsTeacher NewsmagazineTeaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Health & Safety > WCB Advocacy > WCB decisions WCB Decisions The objective of this page is to provide Workers' Compensation Board decision information to Local Presidents and members. The decisions in the BCTF database are limited to claims that involve teachers. Please contact Sarbrinder Lalli if you have questions about specific decisions. Enter search criteria using the search form below. To see a list of all decisions from 2012 forward, just hit the search button. Help? Search form Year of decision any 2014 2013 2012       Keyword   Please report any problems with this database or web site to BCTF Information Technology About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy Close Window Print Page   WCB Decisions The objective of this page is to provide Workers' Compensation Board decision information to Local Presidents and members. The decisions in the BCTF database are limited to claims that involve teachers. Please contact Sarbrinder Lalli if you have questions about specific decisions. Enter search criteria using the search form below. To see a list of all decisions from 2012 forward, just hit the search button. Help? Search form Year of decision any 2014 2013 2012       Keyword   Please report any problems with this database or web site to BCTF Information Technology)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7218,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 3, November/December 2005 Preserve local, elected school boards Teachers don’t always agree with the decisions made by their school board. Despite this, we believe that the best form of education governance maintains a significant role for elected trustees who represent their community. Why do we feel we have to reaffirm this position now? School boards are under threat. According to reports made by school trustees to their local boards, Deputy Minister of Education Emery Dosdall has put them on notice. At a meeting of the BC School Trustees Association, he told trustees that this might be their last election. Plans for restructuring education governance could restructure them out of existence, to be replaced by provincial or regional bodies. He didn’t give them much time to think about the issue or to organize an effective argument for the value of local school boards. The legislation for the spring agenda will be developed in early December, and the boards would have to get their feedback in by late November—about the same time that new school boards are elected. School boards don’t need to be re-purposed The deputy minister told the school trustees that if school boards aren’t eliminated, they will have to be re-purposed. This re-purposing seems to involve birth-to-death responsibilities. The education ministry has been given new mandates, as reported in the "2005–06—2007–08 Service Plan Update." It says because "the Ministry of Education is responsible for literacy services, the ministry will be able to address the needs of the whole family—from preschoolers to grandparents." Public libraries and library boards have been moved into the Ministry of Education as well. Services in all of these areas are important—preschool, with the new money coming in from the federal government, public libraries and library boards, and services to seniors to keep them active in the community. And it is true that co-ordination of activities is important. That does not mean that these should all come under one governance structure at the regional or community level. The healthcare regional structures, across services, and with appointed boards, is not the model that should be followed in education. Services for preschool children and public libraries, for example, should be governed by structures that have interests and expertise in those areas. In addition, elected school boards have been an important institution of democracy. For more than a century, communities have been able to influence their public education system through electing trustees. That democratic tradition should not be undermined by eliminating elections or by moving responsibility from elected representatives to provincial bureaucrats. School boards already have an important purpose—running effective public schools that reflect community interests and needs. That is a big job, if it is being done well. School boards don’t need to be re-purposed. School boards have lost important responsibilities There is no question that school boards have lost important responsibilities. They no longer have taxation authority. Their total budgets are set entirely by the provincial government. Their responsibility for collective bargaining was handed over to BCPSEA, and boards seem to have little influence over its decisions, taking orders, rather than giving direction. These situations should be reversed. Barring that, school boards still can and should play an important role in making decisions about education in their communities. Having a local board that parents can go to with their concerns and ideas makes education services more responsive. If not, parents can express their views in the next election and try to make changes. That does not happen with appointed boards. Bad timing for proposing changes in governance This proposed change has been dropped on school districts and their communities right in the middle of an election. Existing board members have been given little time to undertake consideration of a big issue. New board members taking office with a fresh mandate may be presented with a fait accompli without any chance to demonstrate that school boards can be effective if they retain or regain a sense of the importance of their role in the community. Let the Select Standing Committee on Education consider future directions for governance. There is no urgency to abolish school boards or restructure and re-purpose them. The Select Standing Committee should hear what the public has to say and report back with recommendations to either change existing mandates and governance, or maintain them. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/12/losing-public-control-of-public.html?showComment=1355263033097,Staffroom Confidential: Losing public control of public education Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Monday, December 10, 2012 Losing public control of public education We elect three different governments to look after different parts of our school system. Locally elected School Boards develop budgets, define policy, and manage the day to day running of Districts. Provincial governments set curriculum and most education policy. They create the legal and regulatory framework for schools. The federal government plays a role in Aboriginal education and French education. But there are others wanting a say in how schools are run and governed, and they were not chosen by you or me. They are the ever growing field of education lobby groups - both non-profit and corporately funded. Sadly, our governments are more and more adopting their ideas rather than those of their electorate. The earliest and perhaps most influential is the OECD (Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development), an organization of which Canada is a member. This organization is not neutral - it aims to foster global development through economic growth. It therefore has a focus on skills and training in relation to education. It is the OECD that conducts the international standardized PISA tests that compare students from different countries in reading, writing, math and science. Noticeably absent from the OECD education program is any mention of education beyond training for the workforce or the role of education  in fostering and enhancing democracy.The OECD looks through just one lens - economic development. There is the Global Education Leaders Partnership. This is a self-styled independent but corporate backed lobby group. GELP was instrumental in fostering and helping develop the BC education plan, behind closed doors. There is C21 Canada - again, a corporately funded lobby group whose objectives orient around technology integration and radical change to schooling. They describe themselves: “C21 Canada is a national, not for profit organization that advocates for 21st Century models of learning in education. The goal of C21 Canada is to witness an accelerated pace of 21st competencies, instructional practices, and digital resources and services being integrated into Canada’s learning systems. C21 Canada is a unique blend of national education associations and knowledge sector businesses united in their belief that 21st Century models of learning must be adopted in public education on an urgent basis to position Canadians for economic, social and personal success in the high skills, knowledge and innovation based economy.” C21 Canada is funded primarily by business: Dell, EF Educational Tours, IBM, McGraw-Hill Ryerson, Microsoft, Nelson Education, Oxford University Press, Pearson, Scholastic Education, Smart Technologies; as well as two non-profit groups: the Canadian School Board Association and the Canadian Education Association. Their discussion document, Shifting Minds: A 21st Century Vision for Public Education in Canada  provides insight into their values. Despite the claim that “Canadians would prefer to see a national learning vision founded on Canadian values and principles”  the content is remarkably similar to what has been articulated in both the US and the UK by similar corporately backed non-profit lobby groups. There is the promotion of 21st Century “competencies” - a shift from content based curriculum to skill based curriculum. They also promote “radical transformation”, envisioned as “core  elements  of  public  education  that  must  undergo  elements  of transformation. This systemic change must be strategic and focused to be successful.” It includes curriculum overhaul, changes in pedagogy, modifying the learning environment, changing school governance structures and citizen engagement.  There is a heavy focus on technology, including: “anytime, anywhere learning”, “personalized learning opportunities” for “all students”, a commitment that “on-line learning, blended learning and virtual schools must be pursued as viable and relevant options to meeting the needs of many learners”, and “assistive technologies to support the diversified needs of learners must be ubiquitous.” There are private consultants, to help you transform your education system. One is 21st Century Learning Associates, a private business run by John Kershaw, the former Deputy Minister of Education in New Brunswick. These consultants are ready to step in when governments hire them for “Strategic Planning: Visioning and strategic planning expertise and development services in the field of public education, including policy, legislative and regulatory.” But sometimes governments just go straight to the source: the corporations themselves. Manitoba has just announced their 21st Century Learning initiative: “The Ministry of Education of the Government of Manitoba is set to make a major announcement to encourage youth to pursue careers in technology on December 5. The Ministry, represented by Deputy Minister Dr. Gerald Farthing, as well as the Information and Communications Technology Council (ICTC), along with Google Canada, Cisco Canada and Canada’s Association of IT Professionals (CIPS) will host a launch event in Winnipeg to kick off a major initiative. ” The tsunami of education reform is coming our way, and it is coming not from the needs and wants of parents and students. It is coming from the plethora of individuals, private businesses, non-profit lobby groups and corporations who have something to gain. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 3:33 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 5 comments: AnonymousDecember 10, 2012 at 8:29 PM Awesome work.You know the score. You forgot Ontario! We're even worse. Look at Michael Fullan on Daily Censored.ReplyDelete ThielmannDecember 11, 2012 at 1:41 PM Great article... like many others, I'm so glad you take the time to explore these issues... two thing stuck out for me, maybe you could provide further thoughts: “Canadians would prefer to see a national learning vision founded on Canadian values and principles” (from http://www.c21canada.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/11/Shifting-Minds-Revised.pdf p.3) -- what Canadian values do you think they are trying to appeal to? It kind of reminded me of how the Harper State appeals to nationalism and the Canadian Way (which they seek to redefine along party lines). On the other hand, how do we define the "needs and wants of parents and students?" Our education system serves many masters, including the global economy, so I suppose it will always be a battleground of values. "There is the promotion of 21st Century “competencies” - a shift from content based curriculum to skill based curriculum." -- why is this a corporate perspective? Do you see an agenda, beyond relevance, to the shift to competencies? I can think of a couple of reasons, but I'm curious to hear your perspective.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeDecember 11, 2012 at 1:57 PM Alfie Kohn has a very good book...What does it mean to be educated...that delves into that question. I also think you can look to private schools. Interestingly, parents want, and private schools offer, small classes, solid curriculum based on academics, a variety of well funded arts and sports programs, school trips. They are not nearly so subject to flavour of the day edu-fads. I also think the Charter for Public Education Network...which went through a process of actually asking parents and community members, is a good place to look. Obviously, not one answer to that question. But yes...the neo-Liberal vision, Friedman vision...whatever you call it, sees education as primarily job training. The Harper vision is probably even more insidious...it certainly does contain nationalism and reactionary ideas. Schools have a dual function - they can provide skills and knowledge that enable growth and fulfillment and emancipation but also they indoctrinate to the prevailing viewpoints. Just like religion, this can serve a progressive or a reactionary agenda, depending on the circumstance. On competencies...I am just writing my next post on that topic! I will leave it for there.Delete ThielmannDecember 11, 2012 at 2:42 PM Looking forward to your next post! I'm interested to see what gets published from the Ministry as a result of their community dialogue on grad requirements. I'd like to walk a group of students through a variety of "expectations" from their community, society, selves, parents, teachers, etc. and have them decide on a set of values they wish to appeal to in their self-assessment. Let's face it, as much as we all teach the same curriculum, the values we usually hold up as curricular goals are often our own. Sometimes that's a good thing.Delete Reply RitaDecember 12, 2012 at 7:45 AM Your posts make me think! Thank you. I am a transplant from BC into Saskatchewan. I definitely saw this in BC, but I see Saskatchewan following down the same road. The division I am in is adopting a framework from Ken O'Connor, "The Grade Doctor". I was wondering where the Fraser Institute fits into this scenario.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ▼  December (3) A tribute to #idlenomore When skills trump content Losing public control of public education ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=21925%20,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 23, Number 4, Jan./Feb. 2011   What does 21st century learning look like?  By Nicol Suhr   After viewing Susan Lambert’s presentation at the fall Representative Assembly voicing concerns about the Ministry of Education’s plan for 21st century learning, and listening to the comments of my fellow educators, I was deeply concerned about several factors. Technology and social isolation are at the forefront of my concerns. I would classify myself as a proponent of technology; I use it everyday in my math and science classes, both as a primary teaching tool and as a supplementary aid. However, technology is a tool to use, not something that excuses us from the thinking process itself. “The real problem is not whether machines think but whether men do.” – BF Skinner Further, I am extremely concerned over the drive to “individualized learning,” which seems to be used as a euphemism for “sitting at a computer terminal and spewing out the answers so that one can say, I’ve learned something!” Education is more than just spewing information. It includes learning to communicate, think critically, and work as a team. Today’s students need communication, leadership, and teamwork skills more than ever. The lack of proper interaction, etiquette, and language expectation in today’s society isn’t giving our children the skills they need to succeed in tomorrow’s workplace or society as a whole. Almost everyday, new research unveils that teambuilding and social interaction help to foster intelligence, language acquisition, community, and citizenship. So, why is our new education system being designed to go in the opposite direction, isolating students, and limiting their exposure to ideas to whatever is put on the screen in front of them? The “21st century learning” model needs to be about communication, information, and technology—how to use it sustainably, rather than solely in an industrial model based on efficiency. We need to ask the questions: What does our ideal education system look like? What will our education system look like in the future? As teachers, we are in a unique position to understand what our students need and what we need to get them there. I, for one, would love to sit on a committee with the BCTF working with the ministry—let’s show them what teamwork looks like—to develop this new system that works for all of us. Let’s see what we can create!   Nicol Suhr teaches at Nakusp Secondary School, Nakusp.    Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=31027,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2013 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 26, Number 2, October 2013   Kids Write4Kids: Creative, inspiring youth adventure tales Kids Write 4 Kids is a creative challenge that searches for youth with original stories who are interested in becoming published authors. The annual call for entries is open from now until December 31, 2013. Selected authors having their ebooks published in summer 2014. Proceeds from ebook sales are designated to charities that promote reading and writing. The 2013–14 charity of choice is the National Reading Campaign. Books from last year’s authors are available on Amazon Kindle, Apple iBookstore, and Kobo Bookstore. Read Toronto native Safaa Ali’s pourquoi tale of how the peacock got the gift of colour in Why Peacocks Have Colourful Feathers. Become engrossed with Victoria’s Sofie Finn Storan’s A Truly Gross Adventure, a collection of whimsical verses that are filled with circus-performing cats, ghosts, ghouls, and the even more frightening things found at the back of a fridge. Join Leah Oster from Napanee, Ontario in Half Asleep, a story that shares where dreams come from and where they go when we wake up. Have you ever wondered if what you wished for came true, how your life would change? Whitecourt, Alberta’s Hannah Rennie shares her version in The Wish. To find out more visit: http://www.ripplepublishing.ca or e-mail info@ripplepublishing.ca    Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13774&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > March 1998 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 10, Number 5, March 1998 Our Contract Protects Student Services BCPSEA demands concessions by Garry Litke What is the mandate of the B.C. Public School Employers' Association (BCPSEA) in this round of negotiations? Is it to strip from the collective agreement any reference to enforceable workload and service levels, or is it to negotiate those items fairly so that all children in B.C. have access to the same quality of education? Although Education Minister Paul Ramsey has stated that we are not turning back the clock on collective bargaining, Ken Halliday, chief negotiator for BCPSEA, has stated repeatedly that the government and trustees are seeking concessions including removing class-size and workload restrictions. The BCTF's position is to negotiate guaranteed minimum service levels for students, but BCPSEA has shown little or no interest in the quality of education or in fair collective bargaining. The evidence is clear. If minimum service levels are not established in contract, then working and learning conditions will vary widely throughout the province. The following is a representation from the provincial-bargaining-table discussion on Friday, January 9, 1998. School trustees have been elected by their constituents to preserve and work toward improving the education system for the children in our society. Many trustees are doing a good job of that. The concern of the teachers of B.C. is that the workload proposal you have on this table does not facilitate that work, and is in fact a direct attack on the quality of public education. Our proposal (Article D.2), dealing with staffing formulas, is working toward the establishment of minimum service levels for the students of B.C. We need a guarantee that the support that has become essential to the survival of students will not be taken away. Your proposal offers no such guarantee. Instead, it proposes a system of committee-based decision making subject to political pressure and lobbying. What happens with such a system? Look at library services, for example. They have become wildly inconsistent across B.C. In Terrace, there is one teacher-librarian for every 482 students in the district, but in Victoria, there is only one librarian for every 1,763 students! That's one-quarter of the service that Terrace children get. Library services are under attack in many districts and are being seriously eroded: Victoria cut elementary teacher-librarians in 1994. Central Okanagan made severe cuts almost immediately after the ratification of its last collective agreement. Abbotsford cut two-thirds of the elementary teacher librarians in the last 10 years. Langley lost more than half its library service as a result of site-based management. Some new schools in Langley have never had a teacher-librarian. Maple Ridge cut service by 50%. Howe Sound cut service by 50%. Powell River cut 60% of its library service. The most recent example is from Sooke, reported in the January 7, 1998, issue of the Victoria Times Colonist. What will happen to children's awareness of literature, their appreciation for books and learning, and their basic library skills as a result of such actions? Stories like this have not come out of Kimberley, Quesnel, or Armstrong. Nor have we seen them in Surrey, Richmond, or Burnaby. There are no stories like this from North Vancouver, Sunshine Coast, Peace River South, Campbell River, or Arrow Lakes. You won't see them in Mission, Kitimat, Terrace, or Shuswap either. Why not? Those districts have a minimum staffing level for teacher-librarians guaranteed in contract. I want my daughter to be attending a school in one of the those districts so she can have every advantage of learning to love books and learning to conduct research. I want her to have the necessary skills and passions to help her survive in an increasingly complex world. But instead of moving to one of those districts to have access to that service, I'd rather have the guarantee available in every district for every child in B.C. (Note: This is not to say that service levels in existing contracts are adequate, but to demonstrate the need for such a guarantee to ensure that at least some level exists.) Counsellors also under attack In Kitimat, a child who needs help with a course or a teacher, is having problems adjusting to divorce, or is academically unmotivated because of low self-esteem or worse, he/she will have to compete with 417 other students to get access to a school counsellor. Contrast that with Bulkley Valley, where a child will have to get in line with over a thousand other children to see a counsellor. What are the chances of getting to the front of that line? In Peace River North, Central Okanagan, Kamloops, Merritt, or Nanaimo, the line to see a counsellor may have 800 to 1,000 students in it. One counsellor for a thousand students! That's the decision made by trustees in those districts. We can only speculate about the negative effects on children in need in those districts. Children need help sorting through their problems at home. They need help learning how to say ³No² to the drug pusher. They need help learning to feel good about themselves so they can avoid the troubles that have become so common in our society: anorexia, addiction, sexual abuse, AIDS, bulimia, and suicide. We have to give them that help. If I wanted to feel secure about a safety net being provided for my child, I'd move to Kimberley, Armstrong, Shuswap, or Mission. I'd feel good in Kitimat, Surrey, Richmond, or Arrow Lakes. They have guarantees in their contracts. So do North Vancouver, Sunshine Coast, Peace River, Vancouver, and Campbell River. Needy children in those districts have a better chance of getting help, and I'd like every child in B.C. to have access to at least those levels of service preferably the improved level outlined in our proposal. Your proposal potentially destroys the safety nets for students that have already been created. We want to see more safeguards, not fewer. We have similar concerns about what your proposal would do to staffing levels in programs like LAT, special education, ESL, alternate education, gifted, inner-city, hospital/homebound, correspondence, computer assisted, and others listed in our proposal. We need guaranteed service levels in all of those areas. Our members have told us that a staffing formula for these teachers is a top priority for them in this round of bargaining. They were willing to live with status quo on class-size numbers, even though they are far from ideal, in order to achieve the objective of attaining minimum standards in these critical areas of their students' lives. These services affect every student and every teacher, but in districts where there are no guarantees in contract, we are witnessing trustees' deciding to erode those services. You'll say that those trustees had to do it because they did not have enough money. You'll blame it on inadequate funding by the provincial government. But in those districts with contract language, the money is found. It's a matter of priorities. Service to students and quality education are our priorities. Those priorities are not evident in your proposal, but they are in ours. I urge you to return to your board of directors, to make clear to them that our members feel very strongly about the issue of sufficient service levels for children being established across the province. We want to talk about what those numbers should be. Our proposal makes suggestions. We want your ideas on those numbers. We don't want to hear that numbers will be decided on a case-by-case, budget-by-budget basis by boards and administrators who come and go. We've got that now in many districts, and it is NOT working. Our children are being denied services as a result. The teachers of B.C. want the erosion of those services to stop. We must have guarantees. Garry Litke is a member of the BCTF's Bargaining Team. Source: Final Report, Staffing and Class-Size Review Committee, April 1997, B.C. Public School Employer's Association, B.C. Teachers' Federation, B.C. Ministry of Education, Skills and Training.)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/AboutUs.aspx?id=18926,Taking a stand, #8, October 17, 2005, Support continues to pour in for teachers  	About us  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > About Us > History > Bargaining History > Teachers Take A Stand Taking a stand, #8, October 17, 2005 Support continues to pour in for teachers A really big boost of support came in nationally from James Clancy, National President, National Union of Public and General Employees, and Larry Brown, secretary-treasurer, NUPGE, who write to send their support and remind us of a history lesson: On behalf of the 340,000 members of the National Union of Public and General Employees, we want to extend our support and solidarity to the BCTF and its members in your fight to negotiate a fair collective agreement. In the last three years, the International Labour Organization (ILO), an internationally-respected agency of the United Nations, has condemned the Campbell Liberals a total of nine times for violating workers’ human rights by contravening international labour standards that Canada and all provincial governments have sworn to uphold. Working people gained these rights the hard way. Generations of workers challenged the privileged and political classes of our country and won them. Their struggles were long and the opposition they faced was bitter. The lesson is this: democracy does not work and civilization does not come about because workers meekly place their future in the hands of people like Gordon Campbell and his BC Liberal government. Professors offer support The 48,000 member-strong Canadian Association of University Teachers write: The courage and determination of BCTF members in the face of a heavy-handed, shortsighted, and intransigent provincial Liberal government is remarkable. We applaud your efforts to achieve fair and reasonable pay and working conditions for your members. As educators, we know that teachers’ working conditions are students’ learning conditions; that what is at issue here is better education for the elementary and secondary students in British Columbia. From those who have no regrets on taking a stand: Sister Sims and members of the BCTF, The BC Coalition of Women’s Centres sends our message of solidarity and support to you and all of your members in your brave stand against this government. As you know five of us were arrested in 2004 when we took a stand against the cuts to women’s centres. I can tell you as difficult as that was we have no regrets. We know the issues you are fighting for are the issues of all working people, students, and parents. They are fundamental issues that potentially could have far reaching and damaging affects on public education. In Solidarity, and Sisterhood, Debra Critchley BCCWC. Post secondary teachers with us FPSE (The Federation of Post Secondary Educators) is working on a plan for the distribution of its food vouchers for teachers. Secretary-Treasurer Dileep Althaide assures us that “vouchers are being purchased en masse from Safeway and Overwaitea. We are working on a plan to get them out to teachers as soon as possible.” They have established a Feed the Teachers Fund of $200,000 and invite other unions to contribute. Hornby Island wades in The Hornby Island Rate Payers’ Association passed this motion at its recent meeting: In order to have quality public education in this province we encourage teachers in their efforts to negotiate a contract in an atmosphere of respect. We support the restoration of services to students recognizing the need for smaller class sizes and adequate resources for special needs students. Random Acts of kindness - the Coalition for People with Disabilities phoned offering support and office space if needed - coffeehouses and restaurants are providing coffee and snacks free to teachers - a landlord deferred rent for 3 months realizing his new tenant is a teacher - donations of cash are being made to teachers, locals and the BCTF office - the Vogue Theatre offered 1/2 price tickets for its production of Ally Cats - before ticketing illegally parked cars, near a high school, municipal workers called the BCTF to check if they belonged to teachers as they did not want to ticket teachers - parents are buying tents and awnings to provide weather shelter for teachers - parents are also providing heaters to keep the picket line warm - students and parents are organizing rallies - night clubs are offering to hold parties for teachers - other unions are buying food and coffee vouchers for teachers on the line and there are so many more! About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/contacts.cfm?page=PDChairs&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true,BCTF Contacts Home E-mail Lists Links A to Z Index Contact Us Help SITE SEARCH Quick Links BCTF formsBCTF NewsFrançaisLabour linksPensionsTeacher NewsmagazineTeaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Contact Us > PD chairpersons BCTF Professional Development Chairpersons Sorted by local number. Click here for sort by local name. Local Chair School Phone School Fax E-mail 1 Fernie District Teachers' Association Linda Christenson  250-425-6666  250-425-6661  pd01@bctf.ca Sarah Larsen      pd01@bctf.ca 2 Cranbrook District Teachers' Association Carol Johns  250-489-4391  250-489-0600  pd02@bctf.ca Colette Grasdal  250-426-5241  250-426-6673  pd02@bctf.ca 3 Kimberley Teachers' Association Bethany Turcon      pd03@bctf.ca Craig Hillman  250-427-4827  250-427-7106  pd03@bctf.ca 4 Windermere Teachers' Association Robyn Oliver  250-342-9213  250-342-4499  pd04@bctf.ca 7 Nelson District Teachers' Association Monica Doyle  250-352-3186  250-352-3183  pd07@bctf.ca Tamara Martin  250-352-5538  250-352-3119  pd07@bctf.ca 10 Arrow Lakes Teachers' Association Paula Rogers  250-358-7222  250-358-2533  pd10@bctf.ca 17 Princeton District Teachers' Union Gordon Bibby  250-295-3218  250-295-7914  pd17@bctf.ca Mary Bell  250-295-3218  250-295-7914  pd17@bctf.ca 18 Golden Teachers' Association Margaret Calladine  250-344-6317    pd18@bctf.ca 19 Revelstoke Teachers' Association Stacey Grimm  250-837-2173  250-837-7164  pd19@bctf.ca 20 Kootenay Columbia Teachers' Union John Horcoff      pd20@bctf.ca 22 Vernon Teachers' Association Robyn Ladner    250-545-7680  pd22@bctf.ca 23 Central Okanagan Teachers' Association Joe Jamison  250-868-1135  250-870-5020  pd23@bctf.ca 27 Cariboo-Chilcotin Teachers' Association Shirley Giroux  250-398-5800  250-398-5206  pd27@bctf.ca 28 Quesnel District Teachers' Association Carlie Borrett  250-991-5566  250-991-5565  pd28@bctf.ca 33 Chilliwack Teachers' Association Angela Woods  604-823-4408  604-823-2243  pd33@bctf.ca 34 Abbotsford District Teachers' Association Brenda Head    604-850-7692  pd34@bctf.ca 35 Langley Teachers' Association Sandy Ho  604-888-3033  604-888-2873  pd35@bctf.ca 36 Surrey Teachers' Association Anne McNamee      pd36@bctf.ca Stephen Anderson      pd36@bctf.ca 37 Delta Teachers' Association Fiona Higgs    604-599-1786  pd37@bctf.ca 38 Richmond Teachers' Association Christian Matheson  604-668-6665  604-668-6569  pd38@bctf.ca 391 Vancouver Elementary School Teachers' Association Allison Jambor      pd391@bctf.ca Patricia Gudlaugson      pd391@bctf.ca 392 Vancouver Secondary Teachers' Association Mary Filleul    604-713-5076  pd392@bctf.ca 40 New Westminster Teachers' Union Romeo Lavrencic  604-517-6316  604-517-6204  pd40@bctf.ca Sandra Lee  604-517-6090  604-517-6091  pd40@bctf.ca 41 Burnaby Teachers' Association Alexandra Peters  604-664-7056  604-664-8734  pd41@bctf.ca Barbara Henderson  604-664-8727  604-664-8818  pd41@bctf.ca Patricia Dolton      pd41@bctf.ca 42 Maple Ridge Teachers' Association Suzanne Hall  604-463-6414  604-466-6265  pd42@bctf.ca 43 Coquitlam Teachers' Association Michael Galliford  604-464-8581  604-937-8045  pd43@bctf.ca 44 North Vancouver Teachers' Association Maria Aiello  604-903-3750  604-903-3751  pd44@bctf.ca 45 West Vancouver Teachers' Association Rosemary Murray  604-981-1200  604-981-1201  pd45@bctf.ca Shannon Gray  604-981-1130  604-981-1131  pd45@bctf.ca 46 Sunshine Coast Teachers' Association Patrick McCallum  604-885-3216  604-885-7991  pd46@bctf.ca 47 Powell River District Teachers' Association Wendy Adams  604-485-5660    pd47@bctf.ca 48 Sea to Sky Teachers' Association April Lowe  604-898-3688  604-898-4706  pd48@bctf.ca 49 Central Coast Teachers' Association Coleen Fraser  250-799-5556  250-799-5757  pd49@bctf.ca Stephen Dishkin  250-982-2355  250-982-2720  pd49@bctf.ca 50 Haida Gwaii Teachers' Association Autum Gates    250-626-3214  pd50@bctf.ca Monika Hausmann    250-626-3214  pd50@bctf.ca 51 Boundary District Teachers' Association Catherine Pankoff  250-442-8275  250-442-5388  pd51@bctf.ca Linda Rawlings-Dolezsar  250-442-5313  250-442-5317  pd51@bctf.ca 52 Prince Rupert District Teachers' Union Colleen Pudsey    250-627-1348  pd52@bctf.ca Marla Gamble    250-627-1348  pd52@bctf.ca Raegan Sawka  250-627-1536  250-627-1443  pd52@bctf.ca 53 South Okanagan Similkameen Teachers' Union Nicola MacNaughton  250-498-3468  250-498-0339  pd53@bctf.ca 54 Bulkley Valley Teachers' Union Kristina Willing  250-847-2231  250-847-2165  pd54@bctf.ca Mary Neto  250-847-2231  250-847-2165  pd54@bctf.ca 55 Burns Lake District Teachers' Union Lisa Mason  250-698-7301  250-698-7349  pd55@bctf.ca 56 Nechako Teachers' Union Cindy Miller  250-996-7126  250-996-7708  pd56@bctf.ca Shawn Lank  250-699-6233  250-699-7753  pd56@bctf.ca 571 Prince George District Teachers' Association Glen Thielmann  250-562-9525  250-564-4875  pd571@bctf.ca 572 Mackenzie Teachers' Association Amber Raycraft  250-963-7060  250-963-7381  pd572@bctf.ca Christa Barnes  250-997-6340  250-997-5075  pd572@bctf.ca Karen Chadha  250-997-6340  250-997-5075  pd572@bctf.ca 573 McBride-Valemount Teachers' Association Brian Hanson    250-566-4551  pd573@bctf.ca Jennifer L'Arrivee  250-569-2295  250-569-2620  pd573@bctf.ca Julia Howard  250-569-2295  250-569-2620  pd573@bctf.ca 591 Peace River South Teachers' Association Angela Connelly    250-782-9604  pd591@bctf.ca 592 Chetwynd Teachers' Association Gysbert Ruiter  250-788-2267  250-788-9729  pd592@bctf.ca 60 Peace River North Teachers' Association Jessica Dmytruk  250-793-9125  250-630-2323  pd60@bctf.ca 61 Greater Victoria Teachers' Association Lucinda Graf  250-727-0188  250-727-2079  pd61@bctf.ca 62 Sooke Teachers' Association Brian Hotovy  250-474-1291  250-478-0738  pd62@bctf.ca Kristine Kosolofski  250-478-3232  250-391-9624  pd62@bctf.ca 63 Saanich Teachers' Association Holly Mair  250-704-4972  250-479-9870  pd63@bctf.ca Sarah Windle  250-652-9261  250-652-2094  pd63@bctf.ca 64 Gulf Islands Teachers' Association James Lightfoot  250-653-9223  250-653-2090  pd64@bctf.ca 65 Cowichan District Teachers' Association Naomi Nilsson  250-748-2251  250-746-7849  pd65@bctf.ca Sabina Reska  250-743-6916  250-743-6915  pd65@bctf.ca 66 Lake Cowichan Teachers' Association Christine Rolls  250-748-0011  250-749-4030  pd66@bctf.ca 67 Okanagan Skaha Teachers' Union Angela Seppola  250-770-7683  250-492-5981  pd67@bctf.ca 68 Nanaimo District Teachers' Association Colleen Skipper  250-758-6892  250-758-2373  pd68@bctf.ca Michael Silverton    250-751-8840  pd68@bctf.ca 69 Mount Arrowsmith Teachers' Association Denise Spencer-Dahl  250-248-3296  250-954-1734  pd69@bctf.ca Lesley Rowan  250-752-5651  250-752-8604  pd69@bctf.ca 701 Alberni District Teachers' Union Stephanie Hopkins  250-723-7522  250-723-7557  pd701@bctf.ca 71 Comox District Teachers' Association Lisa Pedersen-Skene    250-897-0487  pd71@bctf.ca 72 Campbell River District Teachers' Association Adria Anne Gleeson  250-286-0511  250-286-0938  pd72@bctf.ca 73 Kamloops Thompson Teachers' Association David Comrie    250-377-2257  pd73@bctf.ca 74 Gold Trail Teachers' Association Elizabeth Griggs  250-256-4274  250-256-4275  pd74@bctf.ca 75 Mission Teachers' Union Anna Heavenor  604-820-4587  604-820-9505  pd75@bctf.ca 78 Fraser-Cascade Teachers' Association Kathleen Koopman      pd78@bctf.ca 80 Kitimat District Teachers' Association Katherine Johnsen  250-632-6174  888-539-4732  pd80@bctf.ca Michele Sutherland  250-632-2912  888-574-1126  pd80@bctf.ca 81 Fort Nelson District Teachers' Association Shirley Kenney  250-774-6941  250-774-6988  pd81@bctf.ca 83 North Okanagan-Shuswap Teachers' Association Kyla Hadden  250-836-2831  250-836-2664  pd83@bctf.ca 84 Vancouver Island West Teachers' Union Adam Barber    250-761-4234  pd84@bctf.ca Glyn Howell    250-934-6578  pd84@bctf.ca 85 Vancouver Island North Teachers' Association Sarah Soltau-Heller  250-949-6418  250-949-6485  pd85@bctf.ca 861 Creston Valley Teachers' Association Melissa Feragotti  250-428-2051  250-428-2019  pd861@bctf.ca 862 Kootenay Lake Teachers' Association Dennis Larcombe  250-229-4224  250-353-7434  pd862@bctf.ca 87 Stikine Teachers' Association Alithia Gillies    250-771-4343  pd87@bctf.ca Andre Lagace    250-771-4343  pd87@bctf.ca 881 Terrace District Teachers' Union Karen Andrews  250-635-3115  888-456-3464  pd881@bctf.ca 882 Upper Skeena Teachers Jan Thorburn  250-842-5214  888-503-6959  pd882@bctf.ca Shirley Hobenshield  250-849-5484  888-594-2271  pd882@bctf.ca 92 Nisga'a Teachers' Union Charity Peal  250-633-2225  250-633-2669  pd92@bctf.ca Samantha Lambright  250-326-4206  250-633-2916  pd92@bctf.ca Sara Beardsell  250-633-2225  250-633-2669  pd92@bctf.ca 93 SEPF Alain Paquin  604-437-4849  604-437-9630  pd93@bctf.ca Linda Theriault  250-220-6010  250-220-6014  pd93@bctf.ca Monica Monus    604-214-9881  pd93@bctf.ca About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy Close Window Print Page   BCTF Professional Development Chairpersons Sorted by local number. Click here for sort by local name. Local Chair School Phone School Fax E-mail 1 Fernie District Teachers' Association Linda Christenson  250-425-6666  250-425-6661  pd01@bctf.ca Sarah Larsen      pd01@bctf.ca 2 Cranbrook District Teachers' Association Carol Johns  250-489-4391  250-489-0600  pd02@bctf.ca Colette Grasdal  250-426-5241  250-426-6673  pd02@bctf.ca 3 Kimberley Teachers' Association Bethany Turcon      pd03@bctf.ca Craig Hillman  250-427-4827  250-427-7106  pd03@bctf.ca 4 Windermere Teachers' Association Robyn Oliver  250-342-9213  250-342-4499  pd04@bctf.ca 7 Nelson District Teachers' Association Monica Doyle  250-352-3186  250-352-3183  pd07@bctf.ca Tamara Martin  250-352-5538  250-352-3119  pd07@bctf.ca 10 Arrow Lakes Teachers' Association Paula Rogers  250-358-7222  250-358-2533  pd10@bctf.ca 17 Princeton District Teachers' Union Gordon Bibby  250-295-3218  250-295-7914  pd17@bctf.ca Mary Bell  250-295-3218  250-295-7914  pd17@bctf.ca 18 Golden Teachers' Association Margaret Calladine  250-344-6317    pd18@bctf.ca 19 Revelstoke Teachers' Association Stacey Grimm  250-837-2173  250-837-7164  pd19@bctf.ca 20 Kootenay Columbia Teachers' Union John Horcoff      pd20@bctf.ca 22 Vernon Teachers' Association Robyn Ladner    250-545-7680  pd22@bctf.ca 23 Central Okanagan Teachers' Association Joe Jamison  250-868-1135  250-870-5020  pd23@bctf.ca 27 Cariboo-Chilcotin Teachers' Association Shirley Giroux  250-398-5800  250-398-5206  pd27@bctf.ca 28 Quesnel District Teachers' Association Carlie Borrett  250-991-5566  250-991-5565  pd28@bctf.ca 33 Chilliwack Teachers' Association Angela Woods  604-823-4408  604-823-2243  pd33@bctf.ca 34 Abbotsford District Teachers' Association Brenda Head    604-850-7692  pd34@bctf.ca 35 Langley Teachers' Association Sandy Ho  604-888-3033  604-888-2873  pd35@bctf.ca 36 Surrey Teachers' Association Anne McNamee      pd36@bctf.ca Stephen Anderson      pd36@bctf.ca 37 Delta Teachers' Association Fiona Higgs    604-599-1786  pd37@bctf.ca 38 Richmond Teachers' Association Christian Matheson  604-668-6665  604-668-6569  pd38@bctf.ca 391 Vancouver Elementary School Teachers' Association Allison Jambor      pd391@bctf.ca Patricia Gudlaugson      pd391@bctf.ca 392 Vancouver Secondary Teachers' Association Mary Filleul    604-713-5076  pd392@bctf.ca 40 New Westminster Teachers' Union Romeo Lavrencic  604-517-6316  604-517-6204  pd40@bctf.ca Sandra Lee  604-517-6090  604-517-6091  pd40@bctf.ca 41 Burnaby Teachers' Association Alexandra Peters  604-664-7056  604-664-8734  pd41@bctf.ca Barbara Henderson  604-664-8727  604-664-8818  pd41@bctf.ca Patricia Dolton      pd41@bctf.ca 42 Maple Ridge Teachers' Association Suzanne Hall  604-463-6414  604-466-6265  pd42@bctf.ca 43 Coquitlam Teachers' Association Michael Galliford  604-464-8581  604-937-8045  pd43@bctf.ca 44 North Vancouver Teachers' Association Maria Aiello  604-903-3750  604-903-3751  pd44@bctf.ca 45 West Vancouver Teachers' Association Rosemary Murray  604-981-1200  604-981-1201  pd45@bctf.ca Shannon Gray  604-981-1130  604-981-1131  pd45@bctf.ca 46 Sunshine Coast Teachers' Association Patrick McCallum  604-885-3216  604-885-7991  pd46@bctf.ca 47 Powell River District Teachers' Association Wendy Adams  604-485-5660    pd47@bctf.ca 48 Sea to Sky Teachers' Association April Lowe  604-898-3688  604-898-4706  pd48@bctf.ca 49 Central Coast Teachers' Association Coleen Fraser  250-799-5556  250-799-5757  pd49@bctf.ca Stephen Dishkin  250-982-2355  250-982-2720  pd49@bctf.ca 50 Haida Gwaii Teachers' Association Autum Gates    250-626-3214  pd50@bctf.ca Monika Hausmann    250-626-3214  pd50@bctf.ca 51 Boundary District Teachers' Association Catherine Pankoff  250-442-8275  250-442-5388  pd51@bctf.ca Linda Rawlings-Dolezsar  250-442-5313  250-442-5317  pd51@bctf.ca 52 Prince Rupert District Teachers' Union Colleen Pudsey    250-627-1348  pd52@bctf.ca Marla Gamble    250-627-1348  pd52@bctf.ca Raegan Sawka  250-627-1536  250-627-1443  pd52@bctf.ca 53 South Okanagan Similkameen Teachers' Union Nicola MacNaughton  250-498-3468  250-498-0339  pd53@bctf.ca 54 Bulkley Valley Teachers' Union Kristina Willing  250-847-2231  250-847-2165  pd54@bctf.ca Mary Neto  250-847-2231  250-847-2165  pd54@bctf.ca 55 Burns Lake District Teachers' Union Lisa Mason  250-698-7301  250-698-7349  pd55@bctf.ca 56 Nechako Teachers' Union Cindy Miller  250-996-7126  250-996-7708  pd56@bctf.ca Shawn Lank  250-699-6233  250-699-7753  pd56@bctf.ca 571 Prince George District Teachers' Association Glen Thielmann  250-562-9525  250-564-4875  pd571@bctf.ca 572 Mackenzie Teachers' Association Amber Raycraft  250-963-7060  250-963-7381  pd572@bctf.ca Christa Barnes  250-997-6340  250-997-5075  pd572@bctf.ca Karen Chadha  250-997-6340  250-997-5075  pd572@bctf.ca 573 McBride-Valemount Teachers' Association Brian Hanson    250-566-4551  pd573@bctf.ca Jennifer L'Arrivee  250-569-2295  250-569-2620  pd573@bctf.ca Julia Howard  250-569-2295  250-569-2620  pd573@bctf.ca 591 Peace River South Teachers' Association Angela Connelly    250-782-9604  pd591@bctf.ca 592 Chetwynd Teachers' Association Gysbert Ruiter  250-788-2267  250-788-9729  pd592@bctf.ca 60 Peace River North Teachers' Association Jessica Dmytruk  250-793-9125  250-630-2323  pd60@bctf.ca 61 Greater Victoria Teachers' Association Lucinda Graf  250-727-0188  250-727-2079  pd61@bctf.ca 62 Sooke Teachers' Association Brian Hotovy  250-474-1291  250-478-0738  pd62@bctf.ca Kristine Kosolofski  250-478-3232  250-391-9624  pd62@bctf.ca 63 Saanich Teachers' Association Holly Mair  250-704-4972  250-479-9870  pd63@bctf.ca Sarah Windle  250-652-9261  250-652-2094  pd63@bctf.ca 64 Gulf Islands Teachers' Association James Lightfoot  250-653-9223  250-653-2090  pd64@bctf.ca 65 Cowichan District Teachers' Association Naomi Nilsson  250-748-2251  250-746-7849  pd65@bctf.ca Sabina Reska  250-743-6916  250-743-6915  pd65@bctf.ca 66 Lake Cowichan Teachers' Association Christine Rolls  250-748-0011  250-749-4030  pd66@bctf.ca 67 Okanagan Skaha Teachers' Union Angela Seppola  250-770-7683  250-492-5981  pd67@bctf.ca 68 Nanaimo District Teachers' Association Colleen Skipper  250-758-6892  250-758-2373  pd68@bctf.ca Michael Silverton    250-751-8840  pd68@bctf.ca 69 Mount Arrowsmith Teachers' Association Denise Spencer-Dahl  250-248-3296  250-954-1734  pd69@bctf.ca Lesley Rowan  250-752-5651  250-752-8604  pd69@bctf.ca 701 Alberni District Teachers' Union Stephanie Hopkins  250-723-7522  250-723-7557  pd701@bctf.ca 71 Comox District Teachers' Association Lisa Pedersen-Skene    250-897-0487  pd71@bctf.ca 72 Campbell River District Teachers' Association Adria Anne Gleeson  250-286-0511  250-286-0938  pd72@bctf.ca 73 Kamloops Thompson Teachers' Association David Comrie    250-377-2257  pd73@bctf.ca 74 Gold Trail Teachers' Association Elizabeth Griggs  250-256-4274  250-256-4275  pd74@bctf.ca 75 Mission Teachers' Union Anna Heavenor  604-820-4587  604-820-9505  pd75@bctf.ca 78 Fraser-Cascade Teachers' Association Kathleen Koopman      pd78@bctf.ca 80 Kitimat District Teachers' Association Katherine Johnsen  250-632-6174  888-539-4732  pd80@bctf.ca Michele Sutherland  250-632-2912  888-574-1126  pd80@bctf.ca 81 Fort Nelson District Teachers' Association Shirley Kenney  250-774-6941  250-774-6988  pd81@bctf.ca 83 North Okanagan-Shuswap Teachers' Association Kyla Hadden  250-836-2831  250-836-2664  pd83@bctf.ca 84 Vancouver Island West Teachers' Union Adam Barber    250-761-4234  pd84@bctf.ca Glyn Howell    250-934-6578  pd84@bctf.ca 85 Vancouver Island North Teachers' Association Sarah Soltau-Heller  250-949-6418  250-949-6485  pd85@bctf.ca 861 Creston Valley Teachers' Association Melissa Feragotti  250-428-2051  250-428-2019  pd861@bctf.ca 862 Kootenay Lake Teachers' Association Dennis Larcombe  250-229-4224  250-353-7434  pd862@bctf.ca 87 Stikine Teachers' Association Alithia Gillies    250-771-4343  pd87@bctf.ca Andre Lagace    250-771-4343  pd87@bctf.ca 881 Terrace District Teachers' Union Karen Andrews  250-635-3115  888-456-3464  pd881@bctf.ca 882 Upper Skeena Teachers Jan Thorburn  250-842-5214  888-503-6959  pd882@bctf.ca Shirley Hobenshield  250-849-5484  888-594-2271  pd882@bctf.ca 92 Nisga'a Teachers' Union Charity Peal  250-633-2225  250-633-2669  pd92@bctf.ca Samantha Lambright  250-326-4206  250-633-2916  pd92@bctf.ca Sara Beardsell  250-633-2225  250-633-2669  pd92@bctf.ca 93 SEPF Alain Paquin  604-437-4849  604-437-9630  pd93@bctf.ca Linda Theriault  250-220-6010  250-220-6014  pd93@bctf.ca Monica Monus    604-214-9881  pd93@bctf.ca)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/PEA-Newsletter.aspx?id=19794,BCTF > PEA Newsletter #2, October 7, 2009  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development PEA newsletter archives 2013-14  2012-13  2011-12    2010-11  2009-10    Home > Publications > Newsletters and Alerts > Public Ed. Advocates Newsletter > 2009-10 Archives Public Education Advocates Newsletter October 7, 2009, Issue #2 Your public right to protect class size and composition By now your superintendent should have provided your board and the DPAC with copies of the Organization of Class report required under section 76.3 of the School Act.  The report must include details of the organization of classes in the school district, and must also include a rationale for the organization of any class in the school district that has more than 30 students. Make every attempt to attend a PAC, DPAC, or a board meeting to witness the Organization of Class report by superintendents.  During the question period offered at the board meeting, consider asking one of the following: Did any teacher voice a disagreement concerning the size and composition of their class? Why are there more students with IEPs at school X compared to school Y? How many students in this school are waiting for psychometric assessment? What are the supports in place for the teacher and the students in classes that exceed 30, or with more than 3 IEPs? Can this board call for a return to the former class-size and composition agreement between the board and the teachers’ union? Everyone has the right to a free, quality public education Visit the website: Charter for Public Education Network “...committed to being a voice for all people who believe in the principles of public education...” “...the only organization that all citizens can be a part of...." Education partners protest education funding cuts The presidents of the BC School Trustees’ Association, BC Confederation of Parent Advisory Councils, BC Teachers’ Federation (BCTF), and the Canadian Union of Public Employees BC (CUPE BC) sent a joint letter to Minister MacDiarmid expressing their growing concern regarding the recent cuts made to BC’s public education system.  This unprecedented letter outlined a shared concern about the cutbacks to programs and grants that are now being felt by students in classrooms across the province. Through this letter parents, teachers, trustees, and school workers have come together to ask government to reverse these damaging cuts. More...  Have your say on provincial budget priorities! The 2010 Ministry of Finance budget consultation paper is providing an online survey form to enable the public to present their opinions to the Select Standing Committee on Finance and Government Services. The public is asked to respond to four questions regarding budget priorities. The deadline for public input through the online survey is Friday, October 23.  Please take the time to voice your views. Your education matters:  Mondays, 6:30 p.m.; Sundays, 7:00 p.m., Shaw Cable 4 Hosted by Dr. Paul Shaker, former dean of education at SFU, the program provides insight and opinions from practitioners and scholars on education issues that matter for parents, students, educators, and policymakers alike.  More...  Email Facebook Twitter Friend of public education? Join our e-mail list to read about the issues and get involved. About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/OpportunitiesForMembers.aspx?id=5500&printPage=true,BCTF > Résumé Guidelines for New Teachers  	Opportunities for BCTF Members  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Opportunities for Members > Job Search Résumé Guidelines for New Teachers See also E-résumé guidelines and Cover letter guidelines.  Research shows that your résumé will be quickly scanned, rather than read. Ten to twenty seconds is all the time you have to persuade a prospective employer to read beyond the top of the page. The first few lines of the résumé must catch the employer’s interest. If not, your résumé has failed. The résumé must be concise—preferably, a one-page document. Extend it to two pages IF you have extensive work background related to the position you are seeking.  The résumé is   An advertisement, concisely marketing your skills. An honest and accurate business document. The résumé is not   A life sketch. A personal history. A personal statement or self-expression. Purpose of the résumé To win you an interview. To establish you as a professional person with high standards. Format of the résumé 3 basic résumé formats exist: chronological, functional, combined (chronological-functional). For a new teacher with limited work experience, the chronological format is recommended. Contents of the résumé Personal data: name, address, telephone number, and e-mail are stated at the top of the page. Your name should be 3 or 4 times bigger than the other text. If you have a current and permanent address, list both. Part one: assertions about your abilities, qualities, and achievements Professional objective: a brief and to-the-point statement indicating what kind of position you are seeking. Use no fluffy phrases. Avoid using phrases such as a “challenging” teaching position (teaching is a challenging profession). Example: A position teaching English as a second language where a special ability to motivate and communicate effectively with students would be required.  Summary of qualifications: several concise statements that focus the reader’s attention on the most important qualities, achievements and abilities you have to offer. This is your chance to attract and hold the employer’s attention, to put forward your message, and to entice the personnel officer to keep reading. Make this part strong and convincing. As a new teacher, your summary will be based more on ability than experience. Example: Highly motivated, creative and versatile teacher of drama and social studies. Innovative in applying the improvisational techniques of drama to the teaching of social studies. Especially skilled at building effective, productive working relationships with colleagues, students, and parents. Committed to the highest levels of professional and personal excellence.  Skills and accomplishments: Basically, you repeat what you stated in the previous section, except that now you provide more detail. In the summary, you focused on your most special highlights. Now you tell the rest: results you produced, what happened as a result of your efforts, what you are especially gifted or experienced at doing. Present this information as a bulleted list. Part two: Evidence of your work history with dates, education, affiliations. Experience and professional preparation: pertinent work history in reverse chronological order. Emphasize teaching-related experience first. Include student teaching, practicum, and field experiences. Include facts such as the number of students. Certification: list your certification and any endorsements, and the date. Education: list education in reverse chronological order, degrees or licenses first, followed by certificates and advanced training. Set degrees apart so they stand out. Include grade point average only if over 3.0. Special skills: fluency or proficiency in foreign languages, using computers to enhance instruction, etc. Awards/academic honours: state what the award was for. If you have received praise/commendation from a senior source, quote the source. Professional affiliations: include those that are current and relevant. Civic/community activity: include if the activities are related to the position. Active participation in school or professional organizations shows a commitment to the profession. Interests: include skills and areas of knowledge related to the position. References: list references on a separate sheet, bring it to the interview and give it to the employer if requested. Presentation of the résumé Make the résumé visually appealing: simple structure, symmetrical, balanced, un-crowded. Make it easy to read: as much white space as possible between sections, sections should be no more than six lines; use italics, bullets, boldface, etc with uniformity and consistency. Do not overdo it. Condense: every word must be significant. Include all basic, expected information: name, address, phone number, e-mail; list previous positions in reverse chronological order, list educational degrees in reverse chronological order. Use power words liberally. (see power word list) Use writing that is concise and to the point. Complete sentences are unnecessary; use brief statements beginning with action verbs for greater effect. Use a standard conservative font in 10 or 11 point. Make the borders generous. Use perfect grammar, spelling, and punctuation. Use spell check, read your résumé backwards and have someone proof your résumé to avoid typographical errors. Include a cover letter. Use paper that matches the résumé. Use a laser printer to print the résumé and cover letter on the highest quality affordable (8 1/2 x 11 inch ) bond paper. White, off-white/cream, and sometimes light grey or tan paper can be used. Do not use flashy colours. Use a matching envelope that is 9 x 12 inches. Do not fold your résumé. Ensure there are no smudges or erasures. The résumé should reach the employer in spotless condition. Do not write “résumé” at the top of the document. Do not use fluffy rambling “objective” statements. Do not use personal and subjective evaluation. Instead of “I have excellent research skills” write “Received merit award for three major research projects.” Do not use personal pronouns. Do not include salary information (past or future expectations). Do not include reasons for leaving jobs. Do not include personal information (date of birth, height, weight, gender, marital status), pictures and personal/family problems or limitations (divorce, health conditions).)
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(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "Eid Mubarak to all those celebrating in BC!" @bcliberals - 06:52pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/SalaryAndBenefits.aspx?id=4790,BCTF > Tax Deducting the Cost of Purchase of Service  	Salary & Benefits  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers Aboriginal Education  Bargaining & Collective Agreements  Français  Health & Safety  New Teachers  Opportunities for Members  Pensions Professional Development  Professional Rights & Responsibility  Provincial Specialist Associations  Salary & Benefits  Teachers Teaching On Call  Teaching Resources  For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Salary and Benefits > Pensions > TPP Tax Deducting the Cost of Purchase of Service 1. Purchase of service (leaves of absence) where the service occurred before January 1, 1990  Section 147.2(4)(c) of the Income Tax Act (ITA) permits any cash payment made to purchase service that occurred before January 1, 1990 to be deducted to a maximum of $3500 less your annual pension plan contribution. You carry forward the remaining undeducted portion to following tax years, applying the same rule as above. Under normal circumstances, this rule will provide little or no tax deductibility room until you reach retirement, when your pension contribution will be zero. Careful record keeping is required to ensure that the monies paid for the past service purchase are eventually tax deducted. Otherwise, you will pay taxes twice on the same money! You may also use your current unused RRSP contribution room to deduct the payment from current taxable income. Or you may transfer monies directly from your RRSP to the pension plan. (Use form T2033). If you have unused RRSP contribution room, you could contribute to your RRSP, then transfer the required monies to the pension plan. If your goal is to have the maximum income in retirement, then pay cash, rather than using your RRSP monies and/or RRSP contribution room, leaving your RRSP intact for future retirement income. If you want an immediate tax break, pay the cash into your RRSP and then transfer the RRSP monies, recognizing that you will permanently reduce your RRSP. A combination of cash payment and RRSP transfer is possible, with the applicable tax rule applying. 2. Purchase of service where the service occurred on or after January 1, 1990  Section 147.2(4)(a) of the ITA permits a cash purchase payment, if paid to the pension plan before April 30 of the year following the return from leave, to be fully tax deducted in the tax year the payment is made. This gives you the best use of cash and preservation of RRSP savings. A cash payment made after the April 30 date mentioned is reported as a Past Service Pension Adjustment (PSPA). The pension plan will calculate the PSPA for you. The PSPA is charged against your available RRSP contribution room, including a bonus lifetime Past Service contribution room of $8000. (See attached worksheet). You deduct the PSPA as an RRSP contribution. You do not deduct the actual cash payment. The past service purchase may be made by transferring RRSP monies to the pension plan. If your available RRSP contribution room, plus RRSP savings, is insufficient to cover the purchase PSPA, you could use the $2000 over-contribution room to increase your total contribution room. Remember that if you use the over-contribution room, the over-contribution must be deducted in the future from newly earned RRSP contribution room. A combination of cash payment and RRSP transfer is possible, with the applicable tax rule applying. To determine how much cash you can use, and to determine how much RRSP money you will need to transfer, use the attatched worksheet. Plan Member PSPA Worksheet  Name: SIN: Purchase Type: Cost of Purchase: Preliminary PSPA: (line 11) Due Date: The purpose of this form is to maximize your use of available cash contribution room and to minimize your use of current RRSP savings. If you plan to purchase the service in total using an RRSP transfer, you do not need to complete this form. 1. Unused RRSP contribution room 1.  ____       2. Less current year RRSP contributions - ____       3.   Equals available RRSP contribution room ____   -->  ____ A  4. Allowable RRSP over-contribution room 2.  __$2,000_       5. Less over-contribution room already in use - ____       6.   Equals RRSP over-contribution room: ____ -->  ____ B  7. PSPA contribution room 3.  __$8,000_       8. Less PSPA contribution room used 4.  - ____       9.   Equals Total PSPA contribution room: ____ -->  ____ C  10.   Equals total contribution room from all sources:     ____ (A+B+C) 11. Less preliminary Past Service Pension Adjustment (see above)   - ____   12.   Equals remaining contribution room       D5.  13. Transfer from RRSP     ____   14.   Equals     ____ E6.  Notes:  Your unused RRSP contribution room is found on your most recent Notice of Tax Assessment from Canada Customs and Revenue Agency (CCRA). You are permitted to over-contribute up to $2000 to your RRSP. Any over-contribution must be eliminated by using earned RRSP contribution room in the future. PSPA “contribution room” of $8000 is allowed by CCRA. This is a lifetime allowance and does not have to be recovered from future earned RRSP contribution room. If you have purchased service in the past and used some or all of the $8000 lifetime limit, subtract the used portion here. If D is zero or positive, you will likely receive CCRA certification allowing you to make this purchase of service. If D is negative, you do not have sufficient available RRSP contribution room to make this purchase. You can bring the negative value to zero by transferring the required amount from your current RRSP. To make this purchase, E must be positive or zero. If E is positive or zero: send your cheque, payable to the Teachers’ Pension Plan, for the cost of the purchase, or send the completed direct transfer form (T2033E) for the cost of the purchase, or send a combination of money (cheque) and RRSP transfer which totals the cost of the purchase.   Updated October 2010  About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/AboutUs.aspx?id=3010&printPage=true,BCTF > BCTF experience with the labour movement since joining in 2003  	About us  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > About Us > Affiliation BCTF experience with the labour movement since joining in 2003 Since joining the BC Federation of Labour in 2003: We had public BC Federation of Labour support during our campaign to restore a democratic teachers’ college. We had tremendous support from the BC Federation of Labour and local labour councils during our withdrawal of services in October 2005. BCTF members have attended annual BC Federation of Labour conventions with over a thousand representatives of other unions in BC. Teachers have had the opportunity to bring forward issues of concern to the K–12 public school system and teachers have become aware of concerns of other workers in the province. BCTF members have served on BC Federation of Labour committees, such as the Education Committee. By serving on this committee, BCTF members are able to help develop the BC Federation of Labour position on public schools. Before we joined, the voices of teachers in the K–12 sector were absent. According to Susan Lambert, BCTF second vice-president and representative on the BC Federation of Labour Education Committee, “Class size and composition would not be household words if we were not affiliated with the BC Federation of Labour.” BCTF has representatives on the BC Federation of Labour Executive Council, which makes decisions between conventions. By participating on the council, the BCTF representatives were able to co-ordinate support for our campaign for a democratic college and support for our withdrawal of services in October 2005. BCTF representatives have served on the BC Federation of Labour Occupational Health and Safety Committee. They were able to bring forward issues of concern to teachers, to help develop programs for educating young workers about health and safety rights on the job, and to co-ordinate efforts to pressure government to introduce worker-friendly changes to the law, regulations, and policy. BCTF members have participated in local labour councils around the province. This provides an avenue for teachers to build support for our issues in the community with members of others unions who are often parents and to become aware of other issue facing workers in our communities.)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20140925,www.familiesfundingteachers.ca,http://www.familiesfundingteachers.ca/wp-includes/js/jquery/ui/?C=M;O=D,Index of /wp-includes/js/jquery/ui Index of /wp-includes/js/jquery/ui Name Last modified Size Description Parent Directory   -   jquery.ui.widget.min.js 29-Aug-2014 12:50 6.4K   jquery.ui.tooltip.min.js 29-Aug-2014 12:50 4.7K   jquery.ui.tabs.min.js 29-Aug-2014 12:50 11K   jquery.ui.spinner.min.js 29-Aug-2014 12:50 6.7K   jquery.ui.sortable.min.js 29-Aug-2014 12:50 24K   jquery.ui.slider.min.js 29-Aug-2014 12:50 10K   jquery.ui.resizable.min.js 29-Aug-2014 12:50 17K   jquery.ui.selectable.min.js 29-Aug-2014 12:50 4.0K   jquery.ui.position.min.js 29-Aug-2014 12:50 6.2K   jquery.ui.progressbar.min.js 29-Aug-2014 12:50 2.1K   jquery.ui.mouse.min.js 29-Aug-2014 12:50 2.8K   jquery.ui.menu.min.js 29-Aug-2014 12:50 9.4K   jquery.ui.effect.min.js 29-Aug-2014 12:50 13K   jquery.ui.effect-transfer.min.js 29-Aug-2014 12:50 663   jquery.ui.effect-slide.min.js 29-Aug-2014 12:50 774   jquery.ui.effect-shake.min.js 29-Aug-2014 12:50 913   jquery.ui.effect-pulsate.min.js 29-Aug-2014 12:50 608   jquery.ui.effect-scale.min.js 29-Aug-2014 12:50 4.3K   jquery.ui.effect-highlight.min.js 29-Aug-2014 12:50 593   jquery.ui.effect-fold.min.js 29-Aug-2014 12:50 844   jquery.ui.effect-fade.min.js 29-Aug-2014 12:50 329   jquery.ui.effect-explode.min.js 29-Aug-2014 12:50 1.0K   jquery.ui.effect-drop.min.js 29-Aug-2014 12:50 811   jquery.ui.effect-clip.min.js 29-Aug-2014 12:50 732   jquery.ui.effect-bounce.min.js 29-Aug-2014 12:50 1.0K   jquery.ui.effect-blind.min.js 29-Aug-2014 12:50 955   jquery.ui.droppable.min.js 29-Aug-2014 12:50 5.8K   jquery.ui.draggable.min.js 29-Aug-2014 12:50 18K   jquery.ui.datepicker.min.js 29-Aug-2014 12:50 35K   jquery.ui.dialog.min.js 29-Aug-2014 12:50 11K   jquery.ui.button.min.js 29-Aug-2014 12:50 6.7K   jquery.ui.core.min.js 29-Aug-2014 12:50 4.2K   jquery.ui.accordion.min.js 29-Aug-2014 12:50 8.2K   jquery.ui.autocomplete.min.js 29-Aug-2014 12:50 7.6K   Apache/2.2.16 (Debian) Server at www.familiesfundingteachers.ca Port 80)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/swfobject_src.js,Staffroom Confidential Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Sorry, the page you were looking for in this blog does not exist. Sorry, the page you were looking for in this blog does not exist. Home Subscribe to: Posts (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts All Comments Atom All Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ▼  September (9) Reflections on the BC Teacher Strike BC Teacher strike - Lessons learned Response to Sandy Garossino Will the Education Fund improve classroom conditio... Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Class composition: a human rights perspective Class size and composition - a short visual histor... Guest post - I WILL HOLD THE LINE Teachers - let your leadership know it is time to ... ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/multimedia/OpenAssetWindow.cfm?asset=170,Open Video Centre Please wait... If this window does not disappear then you probably have a popup blocker installed on your computer. Some blockers will allow an individual popup through by holding down the Ctrl key while clicking the link. You can also click here for more help on disabling popup blocking. Once you have enabled popups, just Refresh this window or return to the video link and try again.)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141006,www.huffingtonpost.ca,http://www.huffingtonpost.ca/sandy-garossino/bc-teachers-court-ruling-highlights-bctf_b_4699343.html,B.C. Teachers Ruling Is Written By Straight Shooter | Sandy Garossino View mobile site October 6, 2014 Huffpost Canada British Columbia ca Edition: ca Show/Hide Brasil BR Canada CA Deutschland DE España ES France FR Italia IT 日本 (Japan) JP 한국 (Korea) KR Maghreb MG United Kingdom UK United States US Region: BC Show/Hide All Canada Alberta British Columbia Québec (en français) Follow Newsletters Get Canada British ColumbiaNewsletters Email address Enter Email Address Huffington Post Search Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search iOS app Android app More Log in Create Account Notifications 0 $USERNAME Profile Settings Logout FRONT PAGE Politics Doug Ford Booed After Question On Brother's Anti-Semitic Remarks 0 Meet The Man Taking On MacKay In 2015 38 Tory Senator Brings Up Nazis To Take Shot At Trudeau 308 Should Canada Have A National Prescription Drug Plan? 14 Would Canada Extend Its Mission In Iraq? Defence Minister Won't Say 17 Go to Politics More in Politics The Pulse Stephen Harper You Might Also Like US Politics UK Politics Business Look What China Might Actually Build 38 Massive Canadian Newspaper Buyout 79 Porn Company Has A Raunchy Deal For Air Canada Pilots 0 This Is Why People Are Getting Frustrated With Real Estate Agents 68 WestJet Encore About To Shake Up Canadian Regional Flying 2 Go to Business More in Business Small Business Money You Might Also Like Tech TechCrunch Autoblog WorldPost Kurds Face Massacre In Syrian Border Town As Turkey Just Watches 286 How A Self-Described 'Blonde Tattooed Texas Girl' Became An ISIS Twitter Star 650 Islamic State Militants Publicly Kill 6 Iraqi Troops As Airstrikes Continue 61 American Held Hostage By ISIS: 'I Am Obviously Pretty Scared To Die' 37 Business Backlash Looms In Occupied Hong Kong 10 Go to WorldPost More in WorldPost Foreign Affairs World Elections Arab Uprising Afghanistan War Syria Crisis You Might Also Like Travel Impact Living One Of The World's 'Most Romantic Cities' Is Right Here In Canada 14 8 Nuit Blanche Displays With Powerful Messages 3 Subway Wants Women To Stay Sexy This Halloween 19 Go to Living You Might Also Like Healthy Living Food Recipes Divorce Women Parentdish Green Post50 Weddings Style LOOK: Matthew McConaughey Wears 'Dazed And Confused' T-Shirt 0 Canadian Model Coco Rocha Is Pregnant! 0 Go to Style More in Style Beauty Fashion Celeb Style Entertaining and Etiquette Stylelist Canada Wedding Style Home Style You Might Also Like Style (U.S.) Weddings Stylelist Canada Entertainment JWoww 'Pulled A Britney' And Shaved Her Head 28 Beyonce Shares Makeup-Free Selfie 219 The 'Walking Dead' Cast Looks Totally Different Out Of Costume 93 Oprah Showed Up To Support Lindsay Lohan In New London Play 14 'Super Troopers 2' Is Officially Happening 19 Go to Entertainment You Might Also Like Music Celebrity TV Moviefone Arts The Glamorous History Of Pin-Up Like You've Never Seen It Before 0 This Is What It Really Looks Like To Be A Modern Day Nun 6 10 Eerily Adorable GIFs That Will Make You Feel Like A Kid Before Bedtime 2 Here Are A Bunch Of F*cking Delightful Artsy Cat Photos. You're Welcome. 2 How To Build A Gay And Lesbian Art Museum 0 Go to Arts You Might Also Like Books Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Religion Alberta LOOK: The Biggest And Best Companies To Work For In Alberta 2 Jim Prentice: Time A Critical Factor In Alberta Worker Shortage 12 Go to Alberta More in Alberta Alberta Politics Alberta Business Alison Redford Calgary Edmonton British Columbia 45 Signs You're A Vancouver Canucks Fan 5 Stanley Park Pedestrian Dies After Crash With Cyclist 17 Anthem Singer's Fall Is Lesson In Showmanship 0 Vancouver Mayor Focuses On Pipelines For Re-Election Campaign 1 Vancouver Director's Documentary Makes Eccentrics The Norm 0 Go to British Columbia More in British Columbia B.C. Politics B.C. Business Christy Clark Vancouver All Sections News Canada Politics Canada Business US Politics US Business World Media Sports Education Crime Weird News Good News Daily Finance Entertainment Entertainment Music TV Celebrity Comedy Arts Books Moviefone Life & Style Living Style Home Healthy Living Taste Weddings Travel Parents Divorce HuffPost 50 Marlo Thomas OWN Tech & Science Tech Science Green Techcrunch Engadget TUAW Joystiq Voices Impact Women Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Religion College Teen Local Quebec (French) Calgary Montreal Ottawa Toronto Vancouver Winnipeg Mapquest Patch.com Our Mobile Apps: iPhone iPad HuffPost Live iPad Android Phone Android Tablet British Columbia B.C. Politics B.C. Business Christy Clark Vancouver 45 Signs You're A Vancouver Canucks Fan 2014-10-04 00:27:49 Anthem Singer's Fall Is Lesson In Showmanship 2014-10-05 23:32:54 LOOK: Stunning Scenes By B.C.'s October Photographer 2014-10-03 14:22:55 This Derelict Van 'Home' Costs $550/Month To Rent In B.C. 2014-10-03 16:05:46 Recognize This Photo? Here's The Story Behind It 2014-10-03 16:58:41 LOOK: Old Vancouver Bank's New Life 2014-10-03 17:52:32 Vancouver Mayor Focuses On Pipelines For Re-Election Campaign 2014-10-05 15:37:03 Blog Lists Reasons To Hate Vancouver 2014-09-30 16:54:12 B.C. Teen Found Shot Dead In SUV 2014-10-03 11:55:30 Vancouver Director's Documentary Makes Eccentrics The Norm 2014-10-03 18:39:33 ► Couple Climbs 2,300 Feet To Marry Atop B.C. Peak 2014-09-30 14:58:33 B.C. Premier Chides Feds Over TFW Overhaul 2014-10-02 21:04:50 Stanley Park Pedestrian Dies After Crash With Cyclist 2014-10-04 16:16:23 Intruder Dies After Being Caught By Homeowner, Neighbour 2014-10-03 17:42:39 Vancouver Is The Reason Alyssa Milano Quit TV Show 2014-10-01 16:55:43 Previous Story Next Story The Blog Featuring fresh takes and real-time analysis from HuffPost's signature lineup of contributors Sandy Garossino Become a fan Business Owner, Community Advocate, former Crown prosecutor Email B.C. Teachers Ruling Is Written By Straight Shooter Posted: 02/02/2014 12:41 am EST Updated: 04/03/2014 5:59 am EDT Share Tweet Email Comment tumblr reddit Earlier this month, B.C. Supreme Court Justice Susan Griffin handed down her ruling in the ongoing dispute between the B.C. Teachers' Federation and the B.C. government. I already read it so you don't have to, but the full decision can be found here: http://www.courts.gov.bc.ca/jdb-txt/SC/14/01/2014BCSC0121cor1.htm Madame Justice Griffin is known in the legal profession as a real straight shooter and one of B.C.'s most respected jurists, which makes the damning conclusions of her decision in the BCTF case all the more extraordinary. Judicial writing like this doesn't come along every day. Rather than pen yet another commentary on the decision itself, I've excerpted salient quotes from this extraordinary decision so people can read it for themselves. The numbers in parentheses indicate judgment paragraphs. The uncompromising stance of the provincial government has exposed the B.C. public to prolonged uncertainty and excessive down-side financial risk. Worst of all it has hurt our kids and their education. While it's to be expected that the government will file an appeal, one can only hope that it will wake up, smell the coffee, and realize that its best option is to cut its losses and come to a deal with the union. Here are the decision highlights: Introduction [130] As noted, the result in the Bill 28 Decision was a ruling that certain provisions of the legislation were unconstitutional and invalid. Normally this result means that legislation is null and void, pursuant to s. 52(1) of the Constitution Act. [132] Because this would impact the scope of the collective bargaining process and the collective agreement between BCPSEA and the BCTF the declaration of invalidity was suspended for a period of twelve months "to allow the government time to address the repercussions of the decision". [148] The government's concern was that if the Working Conditions clauses were returned to the collective agreement retroactively, teachers would have the ability to make grievances where the clauses had been breached in the past. Mr. Straszak estimated for the government that these arbitrated labour claims could give rise to an estimated $500 million retroactive liability and could cost the government approximately $200 million to $275 million going forward. [154] In short, after the Bill 28 Decision, if the parties were acting in good faith, there ought to have been an interest on all sides -- the BCTF, BCPSEA and the government -- in negotiating a resolution to the implications of the invalidated legislation which would have the effect of returning the past negotiated clauses to the collective agreement. BC government chief negotiator's position [189] Mr. Straszak's stated view, which he communicated to the union, was that the Bill 28 Decision simply required the government to rectify its error in not having undertaken a good faith negotiations process before the legislation was introduced. [191] I find that what Mr. Straszak communicated to the BCTF was that the government considered the post-Bill 28 Decision discussions as its opportunity to document that it consulted with the BCTF "in good faith" concerning its legitimate policy objectives, without the necessity of changing the end result... [192] A party cannot say it is consulting if it starts from the position that its mind is made up no matter what the other side presents by way of evidence or concerns. Relations between negotiating teams: [212] When Susan Lambert asked questions during the presentation, and questioned the factual basis for (provincial representative) Ms. Avison's assertions... Mr. Straszak saw these questions as disruptive. [218] By their negative reaction to questions, it appears that the government representatives were not willing to engage in real dialogue... It is important to note that in making her presentation, Ms. Avison had not even yet read the collective agreement terms at issue, nor apparently had any other member of the government team. [219] The July 7, 2011 meeting was largely a waste of time. The government had yet to make any proposal on how to address the repercussions of the Bill 28 Decision. (During 4th meeting in August, 2011, govt was represented by a Mr. Drescher) [234] Mr. Drescher testified at trial. I found him to be well-meaning, but the evidence on which he based (his presentation)... was a repetition of an earlier myth: that Working Conditions terms... caused extraordinary complications for families and school districts. [235] Mr. Drescher acknowledged in cross-examination that he could not identify specific examples of the problems he described... He said that he was relying on what Rick Davis told him... [236] The Bill 28 Decision found that Rick Davis's understanding of problems was based on unsubstantiated hearsay... [248] As of the August 11, 2011 meeting, it was now one-third into the year the government had been given to address the repercussions of the Bill 28 Decision, and it had yet to present any proposal that was a change in its position... [278] The government... is very critical of the BCTF first proposal as simply a reiteration of its position from the beginning of the discussions. It is a fair description, but not a fair criticism.... After having won a court victory affirming the teachers' collective bargaining rights, the government's position seemed to be contrary to the Court's decision. [279] The BCTF correctly perceived that the government representatives had not read the Working Conditions terms in the collective agreement. It was therefore appropriate for the BCTF representatives to try to educate the government representatives on the terms that were at issue. Further additional meetings... [301] At the November 10, 2011 meeting the government representatives still had not come back with the results of their review of the...clauses which were, and which were not, acceptable to the government. [303] At the November 21, 2011 meeting Mr. Straszak explained that the government was not able... to agree to return any clauses to the collective agreement, even the ones that the government saw as unproblematic. [331] Mr. Straszak's overall message to the BCTF was that all the government was required to do after the Bill 28 Decision was show that it stated its position and listened to the other side. 345 Even then, after having read the clauses, the government representatives were only willing to concede that the most innocuous of clauses might be restored to collective bargaining, such as clauses dealing with fire drills... for special needs students. 347 The government representatives discouraged BCTF representatives from asking questions about their position and were not interested in providing substantive answers. [352] I find that the BCTF representatives wanted to get to the heart of the issue and they were understandably confused by the tactics of the government negotiating team. 356 But since the government insisted on starting from an extreme position... the BCTF response position was rather predictable. If one side starts from an extreme position, it should not be surprised if the other side does not immediately compromise all that is important to it. [357] I consider it a fair criticism that the BCTF representatives did not appear open to discussions about the costs implications... until very late in the day. However part of the problem was the way this discussion was framed by the government... 361 The government's repeated attempt to state that the language in the 2001 Collective Agreement... impeded policy objectives of flexibility and choice was not in good faith, because the government representatives had not even read the deleted collective agreement language... On the government bargaining strategy [382] After the Bill 28 Decision came down against it, the government developed a broad political strategy to deal with the BCTF, both in respect of its settlement discussions following the Bill 28 Decision, and in respect of collective bargaining. [383] The government saw that the failure of the two negotiating tables could be a useful political opportunity for it. As early as June 2011, the government was considering a strategy of a combined legislative response to an expected teachers' strike... [384] The government thought that a teachers strike would give the government a political advantage in imposing legislation that the public might otherwise not support. [385] Rather than taking full strike action, instead the teachers withdrew some administrative, non-essential services, such as preparing report cards. [386] When a full strike did not materialize, so important was a strike to the government strategy that in September 2011, Mr. Straszak planned a government strategy of increasing the pressure on the union so as to provoke a strike. [387] In furtherance of this strategy, the government sought to force school districts to cancel teachers' leaves and professional development days, including by reducing funding to school districts to get them to carry these measures out. Another aspect of these pressure tactics was to have BCPSEA apply for an order (to)... reduce teachers' pay. [389] ...I find that Mr. Straszak's key role in developing and pursuing this broader political agenda undermined the sincerity of Mr. Straszak's search to reach a solution in his discussions with the union following the Bill 28 Decision. [543] There is evidence that one government motivation... was to diminish the influence of the BCTF. Result: [635] I find that an appropriate damages award, serving the functions of compensation, vindication, and deterrence, but without being so large as to unduly take from the public purse and other public programs, is $2 million awarded to the BCTF as the bargaining agent representing teachers. 610: The result will be to return the Working Conditions clauses to the collective agreement effective as of July 1, 2002, as already noted, and I find that whatever labour relations grievances and remedies flow from this will be a sufficient remedy in respect of that piece of the legislation. Follow Sandy Garossino on Twitter: www.twitter.com/Garossino More: BC Government Christy Clark Éducation Bctf Contract BC Supreme Court Bctf BC Teachers Federation Bc Teachers Ruling BC Teachers Bc Teachers Court Susan Griffin BC Politics Most Popular LOOK: Stunning Scenes By B.C.'s October Photographer David Chang Photography LOOK: Old Vancouver Bank's New Life Jason Statler 45 Signs You're A Vancouver Canucks Fan Getty Images Recognize This Photo? Here's The Story Behind It Claude P. Dettloff/CP/National Archives of Canada Stanley Park Pedestrian Dies After Crash With Cyclist Getty This Derelict Van 'Home' Costs $550/Month To Rent In B.C. Bill Everitt Blog Lists Reasons To Hate Vancouver NBCU Photo Bank Anthem Singer's Fall Is Lesson In Showmanship YouTube Intruder Dies After Being Caught By Homeowner, Neighbour Shutterstock / sculpies Vancouver Mayor Focuses On Pipelines For Re-Election Campaign Vision Vancouver Facebook Male Student Told To Remove Lipstick For B.C. School Photo YouTube Vancouver Is The Reason Alyssa Milano Quit TV Show Paul Archuleta via Getty Images Vancouver Director's Documentary Makes Eccentrics The Norm viff.org City Of Vancouver Taking Arbutus Corridor Fight To Court Darryl Dyck/The Canadian Press B.C. Teen Found Shot Dead In SUV YouTube B.C. Premier Chides Feds Over TFW Overhaul CP ► Couple Climbs 2,300 Feet To Marry Atop B.C. Peak Vimeo Bublé Hangs Out With His Hometown's RCMP Instagram/Michael Buble B.C. Gov't Apologizes For Firing Worker Who Committed Suicide Getty Images Some Of Canada's Most Valuable Land Sold To B.C. First Nations clc.ca/Google Maps FOLLOW HUFFPOST Email Email Address Options HuffPost Daily Brief British Columbia Get top stories and blog posts emailed to me each day.. Facebook HuffPost British Columbia Twitter HuffPost Follow British Columbia Follow Google Plus HuffPost British Columbia RSS The Huffington Post British Columbia All RSS / Feeds Phone Available on the App Store Android App on Google Play Get it at Blackberry App World Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search advertise log in make HuffPost your home page RSS careers FAQ user agreement privacy policy comment policy about us about our ads contact us Copyright ©2014 TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. "The Huffington Post" is a registered trademark of TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. All rights reserved. Part of HPMG News Use this form to alert a HuffPost editor about a factual or typographical error in this story. Notify message * Required * * * What kind of error is this? Choose an option Factual or typographical Comment moderation problem Rights and permissions Other * What is the correction? 0 count Describe the error here (1,000 character limit) * Type the words below so we know you are not a cyborg Sign me up for The Huffington Post's Daily Brief Thank you!)
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(20140930,qdtateachers.weebly.com,http://qdtateachers.weebly.com/professional-development.html,Professional Development - Quesnel District Teachers' Association 250.992.3737 Home About Us Contact Us Important Links Professional Development News & Events Member Services Social Justice Aboriginal Education TTOC Health and Safety Bargaining Issues in Education Professional Development QDTA Pro-D Committee Chair: Carlie Borrett The Quesnel District Teachers' Association is committed to high quality professional development opportunities for our members. The Professional Development Committee shall adhere to the following principles: It is the policy of the teachers of Quesnel to provide as innovative, as varied, as progressive and as meaningful professional development as possible. Participation by teachers in professional development should be on a voluntary basis. An effective needs assessment process should be the starting point of professional development. Planners of professional development should work as colleagues with the users in identification of needs, the planning of the training and the continuing tailoring of the activities to fit teachers' needs. Decisions as to who is to provide professional development services should be made in consulation with the intended recipients of the services. Professional development activities should include the growth of competence, collegiality and flexibility. The individual teacher should be given the opportunity and the time to pursue her/his professional development objectives. Collegial support, on-site coaching and on-going support should be available to the individual teacher to allow for adequate internalization or behaviour change. Professional development programs should incorporate a wide repertoire of teaching approaches and no one professional development program should be viewed as a universal panacea for the improvement of instruction. The ultimate goals of any professional development program are the improvement of student instruction and the educational effectiveness of schools. Professional Development Fund Every contract teacher has access to PD funding for the months they work. When teachers access leaves funds are frozen until their return. Some TTOC's have personal accounts that were established prior to the policy change to a Special Initiatives Fund. Those TTOCs can access their personal fund but will not receive the yearly allotment. Instead they have access to monies through the process described below. Please check your account to ensure it is accurate. Any questions should be directed to the QDTA office and not the PD chairperson.                                                 Professional Development account information Professional Development voucher for individual claims _QDTA Personal Pro D Voucher Form QDTA members in contracts have access to a personal PD account. This account has funds added to it yearly through the PD budgeting process. Funds from this account can be accessed for expenses related to attending conferences as well as professional journals, magazines and books. To receive reimbursement for an expense related to PD simply fill out the form and fax to the QDTA office, 250.992.3638. Cheques are usually distributed to School Union Representatives at executive meetings for dissemination at schools. Special Initiatives Fund This fund was set up a couple of years ago to assist members to attend conferences. The PD committee considers and approves all applications. Members can apply, by filling out the form, for up to $750 from this fund for conferences. Criteria: All money from personal PD account has been used. Funding from other sources needs to be exhausted (school/district based). This funding is intended for personal PD not for school team or district initiatives. Pre-approval for event is strongly recommended, back dated requests for funding cannot be guaranteed. One application per teacher will be considered. Special Initiatives money will be distributed as equitably as possible while funding permits. The committee will send you an approval form. Please resubmit this form, with receipts, to the QDTA office for payment upon your return. There is an expectation that a brief written report will be submitted to the Professional Development Committee about the event and how you shared the information with district colleagues. Teachers Teaching on Call Special Initiatives Fund This fund was set up to maximize funding for Teachers Teaching on Call. It is intended to assist TTOC's attend conferences. The TTOC committee approves all applications for this fund. Fund criteria is similar to the SI fund. If you are interested in attend the BCTF New Teachers' conference or other zonal or provincial conferences simply fill out the form and fax it to the QDTA office. Teacher Mentorship Program This program is a collaboration between the Quesnel District Teachers' Association and School District #28  It is co-funded and planning is directed by a steering committee composed of District staff, QDTA representatives and the QPVPA. For additional information or to apply to the program simply download the forms. If you have any questions please contact the QDTA office at 250.992.3737 Join a BCTF Professional Specialists Association today! There are 33 PSAs that span subject, grade, interest and learning specialist areas relevant to public education in BC. Although each PSA has its own focus and is incorporated under its own constitution, all PSA's share the same purpose:  to foster and provide professional development through such actions as organizing conferences, institutes, and workshops, developing curriculum projects and position statements, communicating and liaising with other groups, and championing appropriate standards and working and learning conditions. This shared purpose has long meant that PSAs can achieve more for BC teachers and students by working together. Join one or more PSAs today! Resources 21st Century Learning BCTF APPLE: Advancing Professional Practices and Leadership in Education Create a free website Powered by Start your own free website A surprisingly easy drag & drop site creator. Learn more.)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/SalaryAndBenefits.aspx?id=35297,BCTF > September 15, 2014 EI update  	Salary & Benefits  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers Aboriginal Education  Bargaining & Collective Agreements  Français  Health & Safety  New Teachers  Opportunities for Members  Pensions Professional Development  Professional Rights & Responsibility  Provincial Specialist Associations  Salary & Benefits  Teachers Teaching On Call  Teaching Resources  For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Salary and Benefits September 15, 2014 EI update We have received conflicting information about the effects of picketing on our members’ continued eligibility to receive employment insurance benefits during September and beyond. Service Canada is currently sending the attached document to members which lists three conditions which must be met in order to avoid a disentitlement.  Those conditions are that the claimant must:  not be participating in the labour dispute,  not be financing it, and  not have a direct interest in it.  We are in the process of seeking clarification from Service Canada with respect to our members’ ability to collect employment insurance benefits and participate in the strike.  We will keep you apprised of any new developments on that front.  Meanwhile, we still have some members who have not yet had their claims approved.  We are now suggesting that those members contact their Member of Parliament to complain about the lengthy delay in processing and ask for their assistance.  We have a report from one of our locals (Fraser-Cascade) that their MP was able to have two members’ claims approved within a couple of days after being contacted for help.”  About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141006,www.facebook.com,https://www.facebook.com/VancouverCBC/posts/753701938000696?_fb_noscript=1,CBC Vancouver - Fans of 1990's cult tv drama "Twin Peaks"... | Facebook For a better experience on Facebook, enable JavaScript in your browser, or switch to our mobile site. Facebook logo Email or Phone Password Keep me logged in Forgot your password? Sign Up English (US) · Privacy · Terms · Cookies · More Facebook © 2014   News Feed CBC Vancouver 46 mins · Fans of 1990's cult tv drama "Twin Peaks" are celebrating today. Showtime has announced nine new episodes coming out in 2016. Today On The Coast, host Stephen Quinn speaks with Grantland.com writer - and big fan - Andy Greenwald. Are you excited? (Lisa) Twin Peaks Coffee Twin Peaks Coffee youtube.com Like · Comment · Share Mobile Find Friends Badges People Pages Places Games Locations About Create Ad Create Page Developers Careers Privacy Cookies Terms Help Facebook © 2014 · English (US))
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/SocialJustice.aspx?id=20936&printPage=true,BCTF > International Solidarity > Take a Stand for Kids  	BCTF Social Justice  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Social Justice > Programs and Workshops > International Solidarity Take a Stand for Kids Take A Stand for Kids (TASK) is a 12-year-old project supporting children and their families in Nicaragua, developed by now-retired teacher, Carroll Airey, working from her community of Houston, BC. The project had its beginning in 1998–99, with the creation of the Children Helping Children Club at Carroll Airey’s school, when students in a Grade 5 Science class decided to make a difference while studying the effects of hurricanes, particularly Hurricane Mitch. You can read about its history at taskproject.wordpress.com/about-task/. Since her retirement in 2004, Carroll has continued the work in Santa Rosa del Peñon. Visit taskproject.wordpress.com/, a blog created by the student committee of Librarians Without Borders at the University of British Columbia, to learn more. In response to the invitation to contribute stories of teachers and students making a difference globally, Carroll recently wrote, “I have been doing this work on my own for all of these years, first at my school with the children and after I retired in 2004, really just by myself. Since June 2009, there is a group of 5 people that is helping me now, acting as directors as we navigate the charity application process, to try and make Take A Stand for Kids a registered charity. This past year, even without the charity status, I was able to raise more than $10,000 in and around our little town of Houston, to support all the projects. People are SO generous here. If you wish to make any comments, you can at the bottom of any of the blog pages. I would appreciate any feedback you might like to share with me. If you think it is worthwhile and of a global nature, I would be happy if you wanted to share it with others.” Submitted by Carroll Airey, retired teacher takeastandforkids@gmail.com, caairey@bulkley.net February, 2010)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media last tweet "" @ - 12:00am Follow @ last post "" facebook/ - Jan 1st Like Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "#FunFriday Fact: #BC has the highest small business employment in Canada. October is Small Business Month! Check out: http://t.co/20bcLmlvFP" @bcliberals - 03:55pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7908,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 4, January/February 2005 Where are the Finns? by Richard Walker If you knew that I had recently seen Finding Nemo, you might suspect that my headline indicates questionable spelling proclivities. However, I thought I would "scale" back on my usual soapboxes and spend some time with "accountability" in this issue. Teachers have been facing some pretty "fishy" manifestations of accountability promoted by our current government—everything from FSA scores driving accountability measures to the latest five-minute drive-by teacher supervision model. The scope of the government’s strategy should come as no surprise to anyone who read the first draft recommendations of the Select Standing Committee on Education the Liberals sponsored at the start of their mandate. Although the group concluded that B.C.’s education system is world-class, they cited a few areas, like Aboriginal students’ success rates and meeting the needs of students with special needs, that could be improved. The measures needed to correct these deficiencies apparently required massive changes to the entire education structure. One could argue that the changes have worked to the detriment of the majority of students in the province and have provided no gains for the groups for whom they were supposedly enacted. The entire exercise has been like finding a patient with a broken ankle and attempting to correct it with brain surgery. And how does anyone assess how B.C.’s education system is doing? Do we rely on international testing, the equivalent to our FSA? It’s tempting because these tests show B.C. doing extremely well compared with other countries. The U.S. does not rate very highly. On the other hand, I came across an article that took an unusual approach to school-system assessment. It examined graduation rates and participation rates in post-secondary institutions. It also examined the socio-economic backgrounds of the students. The measure of a public school system’s success was the degree to which public schooling equalized the success rates between have and have-not students. It was gratifying to see that, comparatively, we did reasonably well on that measure as well. The U.S.A.’s rating worsened in this style of measurement. I received an e-mail the other day from one of the elected college councilors. He said that a young teacher he had sponsored had gone to Texas to teach. She had won some kind of state recognition award as the "best teacher in Texas" for the year. That put her in the running for an equivalent award at the national level. The councillor acknowledged that the person was indeed quite good for a beginning teacher. However, he was left with some skepticism about the quality of a school system whose "best" teacher was an import in her second year of teaching. We in B.C. live close to the "elephant" Pierre Trudeau identified. As educators, we understand Trudeau’s metaphor, and we feel the grunts and scratches. In our case, it manifested itself in the deluge of educational "reforms" that emanate from our neighbours to the south. We’re quick to pick up the latest and eager to try for ourselves some of these initiatives—even if by the time we see them, they’re starting to fail down there. We invite southern gurus to lead us to the promised land. Yet by every assessment measure that I’ve seen, their system is much worse than our own. On the last set of international tests that were widely publicized, Finland just edged out Canada in several literacy areas. So, when it comes to inviting delegates to help improve our educational system, where are the Finns? Richard Walker is president of the Comox District Teachers’ Association. Reprinted from the Comox District Teachers’ Association Newsletter, November 2004. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/AboutUs.aspx?id=3012&printPage=true,BCTF > Comments from BCTF representatives  	About us  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > About Us > Affiliation Comments from BCTF representatives on BC Federation of Labour committees: Carole Gillis (BCTF elected representative to the Executive Council, 2003-04, 2004-05, 2005-06) The Executive Council According the BC Federation of Labour’s constitution, the Executive Council is the supreme governing body of the BC Federation of Labour between conventions. The council is comprised of 58 seats, allocated to the largest unions, based on their size, and also to representatives from smaller unions, labour councils, and the Federation of Retired Union Members. According to our policy, the BCTF’s representatives are the president (Jinny Sims, as a member of the Executive Officers), a member of the Executive (currently the first vice-president, Irene Lanzinger), and a member elected by the Spring Rep Assembly (myself). The Executive Council meets four or five times per year, and meeting agendas usually parallel those of the Executive Officers’ meetings the day before. My observation is that the meetings are more vehicles for information sharing than for significant decision making. The BC Federation of Labour is currently undergoing a review of its constitution and structure that may result in changes to the composition and function of the Executive Council. Why I am voting Yes to affiliation: The reasons I am voting yes to affiliation are endless. To begin with, I believe that the public support that we experienced last fall and continue to experience can be attributed at least in part to the fact that we are affiliated with the BC Federation of Labour and with our local labour councils. Other unions are sharing our message with their members and the level of public understanding of education issues has increased. Furthermore, people are realizing that our goals and our struggles are very much like their own and are their own. The BCTF has benefited from access to the BC Federation of Labour’s networks and health and safety training. We need to participate in a strategy for co-ordinated public sector bargaining, which should be facilitated by membership in the BC Federation of Labour. Secondly, I believe as teachers, in particular, we have a responsibility to our students and to the broader society to belong to the labour movement. The labour movement has advanced many of the features we value in our society, and we have an obligation to protect and improve these elements of the caring society by contributing the unique skills and resources teachers can offer. Finally, many of our students come from working class families and/or will graduate into wage employment. Union membership will provide them with fair treatment, decent wages and benefits, and a safe workplace. I believe we should model participation in the labour movement to our students to ensure they have positive perspectives on the work of unions. Alix James Social and Community Action Committee Why useful: This committee has given me a look at the government agenda in a much broader scope than just the teaching profession. Consequently, it does encourage progressive thinking. Information is gained as to various methods of political action used by the trade union movement including lobby groups federally, etc. BCTF involvement allows increased teacher activity in social protest on a broader scale and this consequently gives us a voice in a broader spectrum of issues. Networking is always valuable and information is passed on to the full-time table officers at the BCTF and our point of view is explained to union leaders at the committee table. I learned about other trade union cultures and how they evolved. This creates understanding and a more empathetic view to different approaches. I also endeavour to explain BCTF culture where necessary. This facilitates a better understanding that will be crucial to our continued success as a trade union coalition. I think it is possible to become overwhelmed by the negativity of the current political agenda in Canada and BC. By joining together with other like-minded people, one becomes energized and hopefully, by forming a critical mass of people concerned about equity and social justice, we can bring about changes that will continue Canada’s development toward creating a “just society.” Why I support affiliation with the BC Federation of Labour Conservatives have banded together. Surely, we in the labour movement must also band together and increase our voice. If we are to achieve a socially just society, we need to be part of a critical mass demanding to ensure just wages, good working conditions, equal opportunities, fair laws and processes, and the continued development of democratic political traditions. Divide and rule has always been a fundamental principal of oppressive regimes and if we allow ourselves to be divided, then we continue to be much less effective. We are often involved in similar struggles and might as well work together and plan the most efficient strategies to reach the most people and avoid needless duplication. We have an important role to play in educating workers about the difficulties and benefits in achieving an effective public education system. We need information on how current governments are undermining our society and being part of the trade union movement provides up-to-the-minute information on current strategies and plans for future developments. This can help us to prepare in advance, so that reactionary trends can be exposed and dealt with. Karen Kilbride BC Federation of Labour Women’s Rights Committee The BC Federation of Labour Women’s Rights Committee includes women from 18 different unions, district labour councils, and the Canadian Labour Congress. There are 30 committee members. The BCTF has 3 representatives. Some of these unions are federal unions—most are provincial. The committee deals with issues and campaigns that are brought forward by the representatives such as pay equity, child care, violence against women, and education. Members of the committee are asked to communicate these campaigns to the members of their union. The Women’s Rights Committee organizes regional conferences for women in the BC Federation of Labour and women’s community representatives. Norm Nichols BCTF member of the BC Federation of Labour Political Action Committee Shortly after the BCTF voted to affiliate with the BC Federation of Labour, I was appointed by the BCTF Executive Committee to serve on one of BC Federation of Labour’s Standing Committees—Political Action. At that time the Federation of Labour was the only organized opposition to the Liberal monolith in the Legislative Assembly. Federation affiliates, however, had not given up hope that they could have an impact on the future political direction of British Columbia. To that end they mounted a co-ordinated campaign to restore some semblance of opposition to the legislative balance. That co-ordinated strategy soon began to reap benefits. The first crack in the Liberal fortress came in the Surrey-Panorama by-election, where the handpicked candidate of Gordon Campbell, Mary Polak, was defeated by a political neophyte, Jagrup Brar, of the NDP. Campbell’s post-election press conference included the statement that Mary Polak had been beaten “by the unions.” Brar’s victory only served to solidify the resolve of BC Federation of Labour affiliates to continue to engage the Campbell government in an aggressive and co-ordinated manner. Through the Federation of Labour, affiliates were supplied with pamphlets, signs, polling data, and staff directed towards the success of the Count-Me-In-Campaign. Although the BC Federation of Labour cannot claim full credit for the return of 33 members of the opposition to the Legislative Assembly in Victoria, some of the success must be attributed to the willingness of BC Federation of Labour affiliates to roll up their sleeves and act collectively to address the issues of importance to all British Columbians. Stewart Schon Chair, BCTF Health and Safety Advisory Committee BCTF representative to the BC Federation of Labour Occupational Health and Safety Committee The BC Federation of Labour Occupational Health and Safety Committee works to increase awareness among affiliates, to lobby the government and WorkSafeBC to make positive, worker-friendly changes to the law, regulation, and policy. It also oversees the Alive Before Five program in which young workers teach high school students about their health and safety rights on the job. Kelly Shields BCTF representative to the BC Federation of Labour Education Committee The Education Committee’s focus in two-pronged. We work together to promote and defend public education and we exchange ideas for education and training of union members and staff representatives/shop stewards. Currently, we are presenting three forums, in Kamloops, Prince George, and Nanaimo on the Trades and Skills Shortages. I have especially appreciated the presence of the BC Nurses’ Union on the Education Committee—“teacher” and “nurse” are synonymous titles in terms of student learning conditions and patient care and workload/caseload of both professions. I am voting Yes for affiliation because as teachers we have a huge audience of working people who are also parents, grandparents, aunts, and uncles to share our classroom stories with. In exchange, we hear about the work and challenges of others in the union movement.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=24461,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 3, November/December 2011     Public pensions are not a burden on the taxpayer  By Rob Taylor   The rhetoric around the exorbitant cost of so-called “gold-plated” public pensions has become increasingly heated in the mainstream media over the last year. This ramping up has been highlighted by events taking place in the United States and Europe with regard to their heavily underfunded and supposedly rich pension plans. It’s time to take a step back and look at the issue from a Canadian perspective. We all jump when we read of the pensions earned by corporate CEOs such as the recent reporting of a pension in excess of $300,000 a year earned by David Hahn, CEO of the BC Ferries Corporation. The reality for classroom teachers is far from that. It is true we belong to a good pension plan. It is a defined-benefit plan, which means we know what our pension will be when we retire because it is based on a formula consisting of time worked, our highest average salary, and a percentage which we earn for each full year of work. Defined-benefit plans do contribute an element of risk to an employer because the contribution rate to the plan is variable based on what an actuary believes is necessary to fund a pension in the future. The long-term cost is completely unknown to the employer and employee because there are so many factors that influence the plan. Three recent issues that affected contributions have been the drop in portfolio values as a result of the 2008 recession and the subsequent turmoil in the stock markets since June of 2011, the improved lifespan of teachers and the expected tsunami of baby boomers who are moving into their retirement years. Canada has some of the strictest legislation governing pensions in the world. The Income Tax Act ensures that we can’t squirrel away too much of our income in tax-deferred vehicles and the Pension Benefit Standards Act sets minimums for what pension plans must provide. Defined-benefit pension plans in Canada may not amass surpluses greater than 110% of what the plan needs to pay the pension promise. At the same time, they may not be underfunded by that same 10% margin. Simply put, pension plans have to save enough money to cover the earned pension of every member. In the 1990’s when the stock market was booming and pension-plan investments were making double-digit returns, many plans were forced to take contribution holidays in order to keep their surplus in check. In the long term, this had a negative effect because the subsequent double-digit losses took their toll on a plan that had been curtailed. Add to that the failure on the part of government to regulate plans in the private sector and pensions became headline news. General Motors is a case in point. The introduction of robotics to the assembly line meant a loss of workers on the factory floor. Generous early retirement incentives were offered in order to avoid lay-offs and as a result their pension plan became a liability. It is often said that GM is a pension plan that makes vehicles as a sideline. At present their unfunded liability exceeds $27 billion. What should be a concern is the encroachment of the defined-contribution plan. As an employer, this represents less risk. The company knows what its contributions will be for each employee based on salary. What is unknown, and therefore a huge risk to the employee, is the outcome. In a defined-contribution plan, contribution rates are fixed, the money is invested in personal accounts, and at retirement the employee receives their accrued retirement nest egg. Imagine though, comparing two employees, one of whom retired on June 30, 2011, and one who retired on September 30, 2011. It’s entirely possible the June retiree had a pension that was 20% larger than his colleague even though the contributions were identical. Recent labour disputes highlight this. In a recent year-long strike at Vale Inco, the main issue was conversion of their company plan to a defined-contribution plan for all new members. Crown corporation job actions were over the same issue at Air Canada and Canada Post. Are defined-benefit plans risky?  No pension plan is risk free. As contributors, we share the risk with the employer, but we also share the reward when markets are good. A defined-benefit pension plan can best be described as a long-term savings plan that starts on your first day of work. You and your school district contribute an amount set by the Teachers’ Pension Board of Trustees, based on the advice of the actuary to ensure that when you retire you will have set aside enough to fund your own pension promise. Financial advisors currently predict that with current market conditions the average investor would need to set aside at least 25% of their salary to reach the goal of 70% of preretirement income, which is the industry standard for ensuring a risk-free retirement. That 25% does not account for inflation protection. Currently, contributions to the TPP sit at 24.5%, so in relative terms they are right on track. What’s happening in the rest of the world  The simple reality is that pension plans elsewhere don’t enjoy the protections that Canadian ones do. Pensions are often underfunded because governments choose to spend their revenues elsewhere, expecting that the public purse will fund the pensions later. That’s simply not viable. As well, actuarial assumptions on what a pension plan could earn in the investment market were unreasonably high, calling for returns as high as 7.75% when 6.5% was more likely. Keep in mind that these are multi-billion dollar plans, 1.25% can represent hundreds of millions of dollars in shortfall. There is a difference in the rhetoric between Canada and the United States. In the US, the focus is on the deficits rung up by underfunding pensions. In Canada the dialogue from groups like the Canadian Federation for Independent Business tends to focus on the entitlements public service workers have. They contend that pension entitlement has virtually disappeared in the private sector and should do so in the public sector. How do we react?  There are three possible scenarios. First, is to defend the plan with facts and figures. Teachers’ pensions are not gold-plated. The average teacher pension granted in 2010 was under $2,400 per month. This is a pension for someone with at least five years of post secondary education and 25 years of work who has reached the age of 60. The second defence is actual cost. The government, as employer, contributes about 15% of the final value of the pension, the teacher contributes a further 15%, and the rest of the value comes from investment earnings accrued over the working life of the teacher. In realistic terms it is a small investment in exchange for a financially secure retirement. The employer can also use the pension plan as a recruitment tool because it can promise future financial stability. Wages of public service workers tend to be lower than those in the private sector. Even when calculated as part of their total compensation package, a public service employee still earns 3% less than a counterpart in the private sector. A final defence is the social good generated by a secure pension plan. According to a report by the Progressive States Network, public pension-plan investments generate $358 billion in economic impact and account for 2.5 million jobs. In relative terms, that’s $35 billion and 250,000 jobs created by the investments alone. That impact doesn’t include the spending power of retirees who are, after all, taxpayers and consumers. In fact, according to a recent CBC report, seniors represent the newest consumer market. As a group they have the highest disposable incomes in history and are enjoying that. A final thought is the savings generated in the health and social service ministries that come about when seniors enjoy the moderate standard of living that a defined-benefit pension plan provides.  Rob Taylor, BCTF Income Security Division   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications.aspx?id=31018&printPage=true,BCTF > Teacher Newsmagazine, October 2013  	BCTF Publications  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2013   Viewing options: Browse the table of contents in HTML format to select specific articles here. Browse full digital newsmagazine below. Click Click to read to view in full screen reading mode. For smart phone and tablet viewing, click here.     For print purposes, download the PDF file here.)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/AdvocacyAndAction.aspx?id=5318&printPage=true,BCTF > Going to Victoria report, David Romani  	BCTF Action and Advocacy  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Advocacy and Action > Lobbying > Going to Victoria David Romani Coquitlam Teachers’ Association David Romani is a member of the Coquitlam Teachers’ Association (local #43) and of his local specialist association for technology education. David lobbied his MLA, Mike Farnworth. The main points that David conveyed were that class size and composition play a critical role in education and are particular health and safety factors in the technology education programs. The MLA, Mike Farnworth, indicated that he is committed to supporting his constituents, including the students in his riding. He talked about the role that a complete education plays in shaping students and providing opportunities for them. David found the lobby experience to be very positive. It was a casual, informal exchange of ideas, yet very informative. David was really struck by Mr. Farnworth’s sincerity. A highlight for David was the follow-up with a staff person in Mike Farnworth’s office, who was one of his former students. David would like to suggest that the BCTF continue to keep locals and members informed, and encourage individual teachers to speak to parents, students, and community members. Overall, he felt it was a very useful, full day and he will definitely follow up on the issues.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11840,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2000 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 13, Number 1, September 2000 Top 10 BCTF lesson aids 1.  Canada, Map Book 1—Grades 2–3 George Quinn, 41p. 2000. Introduces students to Canada and helps develop basic map skills. Includes 34 student-based activities, 42cm x 46cm map of Canada, quiz and answer guide. Grades 2–3. LA 8236—$14.95 2.  Canada Map Book 2—Grades 3–4 George Quinn, 42p. 2000. Introduces students to Canada and helps develop basic map skills. Includes 34 student-based activities, 42cm x 46cm map of Canada, quiz and answer guide. Grades 3–4. LA 8237—$14.95 3.  Nunavut: Land and People—Grades 4–6 Bill MacDonald. 42p. 2000. Introduces students to the land and people of Nunavut. Includes 32 self-directed student activity sheets, an outline map of Nunavut and a multiple choice quiz and answer sheet. Grades 4–6. LA 9299—$14.95 4.  Novel Projects for Social Studies 10 Judith Coffin, Phyllis Simon and Ramona Sousa. 11p . 2000. Includes a list of 71 novels relating to Immigration to Canada, First Nations Peoples, Early Canadian History and the Opening of the West, an annotated bibliography of each novel and two handouts outlining projects. Grade 10. LA 2094—$1.50 5.  Novel Projects for Social Studies 11 Judith Coffin, Phyllis Simon and Ramona Sousa. 11p, 2000. Includes a list of 70 novels relating to WW I, WW II, the Depression, the Twenties, Japanese Internment, and the Holocaust, an annotated bibliography of each novel and two handouts outlining projects. Grade 11. LA 2095—$1.50 6.  Behaviour Problems and Early Intervention Teacher Research Reports from the Maple Ridge Special Ed Review. 120p. 2000. Resource book contains five reports from teachers and other educators providing details of strategies for individual teachers, and for the whole school staff; encouraging positive behaviour; prevention techniques, appropriate consequences; code of conduct description; early intervention research and recommended strategies from two schools; roles for classroom and resource teachers; description of six Lower Mainland care facilities for youth at high risk; incident report, IEP and other forms that can be copied and used. Elementary. LA 9902—$12  7.  Learning by Doing–Northwest Coast Native Indian Art Karin Clark, Jim Gilbert. 160p. ©1993. Art of the Kwakwaka’wakw natives of Northern Vancouver Island is featured in this book. Use in art classes, First Nations studies, or alternative education. Universal skills such as drawing, painting, and carving are taught in traditional and modern ways. The book touches on Nuu Chah Nulth (Nootka), Salish and Kwagiulth (Kwakiutl) art. Fifteen different concepts presented. Recommended by the B.C. Ministry of Education. Grades 4–12. LA 3201—$26 8.  Experimenting with Simple Machines Gordon R. Gore. 44p. ©1999. Student resource for use by students who wish to experiment with simple machines. Illustrated with drawings, photographs and cartoons. Includes levers, pulleys, wheels and axles, screws, inclined planes, hydraulic lifts, and gears. Grades 4–7. LA 9548—$11  9.  Experimenting with Forces Gordon R. Gore. 32p. ©1999. Illustrated student resource for students who wish to experiment with forces. Experiments include gravity, friction, inertia, acceleration, action-reaction force pairs, water drops and soap bubbles. Grades 4–7. LA 9550—$10 10.  Learning Together in Multi-Level Classrooms Prepared for the Saskatchewan PD Unit, 55p. 1997. Examines moving from a paradigm of “single class-room/single grade” and recognizing the many levels within every classroom. Brings theory, practical ideas and the voices of multi-level teachers together. First four sections define multi-level class-rooms, discuss the keys to success, address the opportunities and challenges, and look at the classroom as a community of learners and the last sections focus on curriculum and instruction, timetabling and assessment. LA PD137—$26 For a complete listing of over 900 BCTF Lesson Aids, consult the catalogue in your school library or the Lesson Aids online catalogue, www.bctf.ca/LessonAids. To order any of the above lesson aids, enclose a cheque payable to the BCTF or authorized purchase order to BCTF Lesson Aids Service, 100-550 West 6th Avenue, Vancouver, BC V5Z 4P2. GST and postage/handling are included in the prices. Orders are sent by return mail. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=34993,BCTF News Releases  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources   For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development News Release Archives 2014  2013  2012    2011 2010  2009  2008 2007  2006  Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2014 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  September 5, 2014 BCTF calls for binding arbitration to end strike, get kids back to school Today, in an effort to find a fair settlement for all parties involved, open schools, and get children and teachers back into classrooms, the BCTF has called for binding arbitration. If the BC Public School Employers’ Association agrees to binding arbitration, the BCTF would quickly put the vote to teachers to end the strike. BCTF President Jim Iker made the announcement as teachers across the province gathered together for study sessions. His speaking notes (check against delivery at http://new.livestream.com/BCTF/Sept0514) are below. Good morning, First, I want to speak directly to the 40,000 teachers watching around the province in today’s study sessions. Thank you. Your determination, solidarity, and support move me every day. You have given up so much for your students and the future of BC’s education system. All British Columbians owe you their gratitude. Earlier this week, I outlined a simple, pragmatic, and practical way forward to ensure all parties involved reach a fair settlement so we can get schools open. I also said we would consider all options and close no doors. So today, I would like to open another one. Throughout this dispute, BC teachers have led the way in trying to reach a fair deal that gives our students more support. We have made moves, proposed creative ideas, and taken job action only when absolutely necessary. In return, the government has put up road blocks. Their focus has been on delay tactics, a $40-a-day payout scheme, and attack ads on Twitter. I hope that all comes to an end today. This week, the BCTF Executive Committee met with our provincial Bargaining Team and we are proposing another way forward to get students and teachers back in the classroom. Today, we are not closing any doors, just opening a new one. Mediation with Vince Ready in our view is still a viable option. However, BCPSEA and government made it clear last weekend that they were not ready or willing to get the job done. They did not respond in any meaningful way to any of the significant moves teachers made. Today, we are putting forward another option for all of us—government and teachers to resolve this dispute and reach a fair settlement. Today, the BCTF is calling on BCPSEA and the BC Liberal government to agree to binding arbitration. If the BC Public School Employers’ Association agrees, the BCTF will quickly put the question to our membership for a province-wide vote to end the strike. It is the fastest and most fair option that will see schools open and kids back in classrooms. Teachers want to be in the classrooms teaching. I think parents and students will agree—and I hope government does as well. For this option to work, the BCTF is proposing to send matters of compensation, benefits, and preparation time to binding arbitration. We will also ask government to leave the matters currently before the court, and related to the court ruling, to the courts. BC teachers remain 100% committed to improving the learning conditions of our students. And, we will continue to stand up for our Charter rights. But we don’t think arbitration is an appropriate avenue for matters before the courts. As you know, their attempt to bargain their way out of their two court losses has been the biggest obstacle to a settlement. They must drop E80 and negotiate a new fund that will provide meaningful improvements to students’ learning conditions in the interim. The government’s current Learning Improvement Fund does not meet the needs of our students. It’s just the same money they keep re-announcing. The status quo isn’t good enough. Everyone knows our schools are underfunded. We must take action now. Two days ago Premier Clark called class composition her number one priority. Parents and teachers will hold her to that. It’s time to see more investment throughout the public education system to improve the learning conditions of all students—those with special needs, those learning English, those who just need some more one-on-one time—all children. Every single one of our students deserves more than this government is currently giving them.   -  30  - For more information, contact Rich Overgaard, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell). Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media jthornthwaite last tweet "MLA @douglas_horne thanking @colemancountry for his work w/ housing for BC @LindaReimerMLA @bcliberals http://t.co/zR6bdVGcRI" @jthornthwaite - 02:03am Follow @jthornthwaite BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/IssuesInEducation.aspx?id=15394,BCTF > Poll shows support for neighbourhood schools  	BCTF > Issues in Education  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Issues in Education > School Closures Poll shows support for neighbourhood schools The provincial government has established a capital funding approach based exclusively on the notion of economic efficiency. A district can only receive a new school if it can show that its existing schools are operating at  'full capacity."  This industrial model for deciding the future of neighbourhood schools has resulted in the closure of 150 schools since 2001 with another 45 scheduled for this year. But a Mustel group poll conducted in March for the BCTF shows overwhelming support for keeping schools open. Those polled were asked which of two principles should have a higher priority when deciding whether or not to close a school: "The broader role and benefit of the school to the neighbourhood" or  "The cost-effectiveness of keeping the school open." Sixty-seven per cent said that the "broader role in the neighbourhood" should take precedence over "cost effectiveness." Just 25 per cent said cost effectiveness should be the higher priority. Asked to respond to the epidemic of school closures (once the additional 45 are closed it will amount to 11 per cent of all public schools in BC) Education Minister Shirley Bond gave the same reply she gives to all education questions: "Under this government, we have the highest level of [education] funding ever in British Columbia,"  This highly misleading statement  which takes no account of cost inflation  - is wearing thin as the public sees more and more schools closed and sold. About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141003,m.youtube.com,http://m.youtube.com/watch?v=yD8h3YA3tTI,)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Touring a natural gas drilling rig with @MLA Mike Bernier, and Brian from EnCana http://t.co/AifdJ4H07b" @Teresa_Wat - 06:01pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11118&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2002 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 14, Number 5, March 2002 Teachers adopt plan of action at Rep Assembly As a result of the Liberal government’s unilateral imposition of the terms and conditions of teachers’ employment, it will not be "business as usual" in British Columbia schools. On February 1 and 2, 2002 the BCTF Representative Assembly met and unanimously agreed upon a plan to continue supporting students’ learning, while resisting government cuts. "Facing a government that is prepared to sacrifice quality education to pay for tax cuts to the rich, teachers are determined to preserve services to students and to inform citizens whenever the cuts hurt kids," said BCTF President David Chudnovsky. More than 200 local presidents and teacher representatives from throughout the province debated a wide range of options to express the outrage of members at the legislated contract stripping. Many of the veteran teacher activists expressed their sorrow that the legacy of improvements they had fought for, and even walked picket lines for, had been wiped out with the stroke of a pen. The debate was passionate but always professional, and at the end of the day teachers were united around the longer-term response plan. It outlines a number of activities that teachers will do, and a few that they will not. The assembly voted that the BCTF, its locals, and members will: organize meetings for parents at schools throughout the province to discuss the impact on learning conditions of Bills 27 and 28. report to parents on the impact of changes to learning opportunities that occur as a result of the imposed contract and the impact of the funding freeze in education. conduct an immediate province-wide review of student learning conditions and make a major report to the public in October 2002. publish report cards at the district and provincial level to evaluate the government’s education policies. hold Premier Campbell and Education Minister Clark to account for their education policies at every one of their public appearances. participate in the B.C. Federation of Labour Day of Protest on February 23, 2002 in Victoria and other communities throughout the province. call upon the B.C. Federation of Labour to hold regional and provincial days of protest against the legislation and the cutbacks. affiliate with the B.C. Federation of Labour as soon as possible. call on individual teachers to write to the minister of education asking for her resignation; inform teachers across Canada of the violation of collective agreements and of the anti-education policies of the provincial government. The assembly voted that teachers will not: spend personal funds on school materials. participate in fundraising. provide coverage for a teacher who is absent (except for a teacher on call hired specifically for that purpose unless ordered to do so). supervise or mark Foundation Skills Assessment or district standardized tests. do struck work, such as first-term report cards. – Nancy Knickerbocker)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8016,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 6, April 2005 2005 AGM Roundup by Glynis Andersson The 89th BCTF Annual General Meeting, in Victoria last month, was a tremendous success. Jinny Sims was returned as president, Irene Lanzinger as first vice-president, and Susan Lambert as second vice-president. Jill McCaffery, George Popp, Lynda Toews, Fran Robinson, and Val Windsor were all elected members-at-large. Jim Sinclair brought greetings from the B.C. Federation of Labour, Barry O’Neill brought greetings from CUPE, and Penny Tees, from the B.C. School Trustees Association, also addressed delegates. CTF President Terry Price spoke on the activities of the Canadian Teachers’ Federation. Keynote speaker Jukka Sarjala delivered a fascinating presentation on why Finland is ranked number one in education. Professor Sarjala, former director-general of the National Board of Education in Finland, told delegates what he believes are the reasons behind Finland’s extraordinary success in public education. He spoke of the principle of equity integral to Finnish culture, of how students’ health and welfare are of primary consideration, of how learning is student-centred, and how teachers are highly respected and given extensive autonomy. He also informed the audience that few private schools exist in Finland and that there are no standardized tests other than the Programme for International Student Assessment (PISA). Sarjala also pointed out that Finland has many small schools, noting that only 3% of schools have more than 500 students, and no schools have more than 1,000 students. He discussed philosophy and pedagogy with regard to heterogeneous groupings, special education, and collaborative practice between teachers and school authorities. Equally captivating was Maude Barlow’s informative presentation on the American agenda for trade relationships with Canada and its impact on education and virtually every other aspect of our lives. BCTF AGM delegates listened attentively as Barlow exposed the agenda being set for Canada by George Bush, Paul Martin, and a very powerful business lobby, the Canadian Council of Chief Executives. She painted a truly frightening picture of what the future holds unless we unite to resist American dominance and the nearly unstoppable march toward privatization. Imagine a North American passport or, a North American logo that would be promoted throughout public schools. Unfortunately, these aren’t merely figments of the imagination. They are actually being planned in meetings between government and business officials. According to Barlow, we are now at the point where nothing is "off the table" in Canada’s trade negotiations with the U.S. Our water and our oil is up for grabs. The oil from our Athabasca tar sands is feeding the American war machine. Maude Barlow also spoke about privatization in healthcare, education, and welfare services as well as the danger posed by the U.S. Patriot Act. She said that the goals of those setting the trade agenda are contrary to what Canada is about, but "they will not take the soul out of us because we are the keepers of democracy, the keepers of public education!" Barlow thanked the BCTF for being a leader in Canada in speaking out against this trade agenda. The 2005 Annual General Meeting also included a summary of the recent BCTF Teaching and Learning Conditions Survey. The response rate to the survey was excellent, with more than 14,500 submissions. Some key issues highlighted by the survey include an increase in students with special needs yet fewer resources to deal with this situation and dissatisfaction with large class sizes. Furthermore, a full 90% of respondents indicated that their workload had increased to meet accountability requirements. (Editor’s note: A big thanks to all of you who took the time to send in your survey.) Since the overarching theme of this year’s AGM was privatization, it seemed only logical to hear from the BCTF Task Force on Privatization. Delegates were shown a seven-minute video that captured the highlights of the Public Education Not For Sale II conference held in February. That was followed by a very compelling talk given by Rick Guenther of the Task Force. He spoke about the work the task force had been engaged in over the last year and why it is so important to make resisting privatization a top priority. He concluded by stating that the role of the task force "is to impede the insidious encroachment of the market into the public space." And given that the AGM was held in Victoria, there was a rally at the provincial legislative buildings. Over 700 BCTF delegates marched to the legislature carrying 2,500 red balloons to mark the 2,500 lost teaching positions, and placards bearing the name and location of each of the 113 schools closed by the Liberal government since 2001. Local presidents delivered petitions signed by teachers from their locals demanding a restoration of contracts, bargaining rights, and learning conditions stripped from collective agreements to a representative of the government. BCTF President Jinny Sims told the media covering the rally that the BCTF has three key demands: restoration of students’ learning conditions to where they were in 2001, restoration of fair collective bargaining rights, and a fair and reasonable wage increase. The 2005 AGM had many moods. Delegates mourned the loss of teaching positions and closed schools, they celebrated the contributions of their peers including Mavis Lowry and Dale Lauber, they decried the injustices foisted upon teachers and students by the Liberal government, and at the end of it all, they went back to their schools and communities with a commitment to spend the next year working to improve public education. Glynis Andersson is an administrative assistant/writer in the BCTF’s Communications and Campaigns Division.   AGM sets priorities for 2005–06 In order to support members in their day-to-day work with and for students by providing effective leadership and advocacy in support of public education and by involving members in the professional, economic, and social justice initiatives of the Federation, delegates to the 2005 Annual General Meeting set the following priorities: Advocate for full, free collective bargaining. Reclaim a strong professional leadership role for teachers. Highlight and extend the social justice initiatives of the Federation into the work of locals, PSAs, and other programs of the Federation. Expand organizational capacity with a focus on engaging new members. Increase our involvement in the labour movement through affiliation with the Canadian Labour Congress and continued affiliation with the B.C. Federation of Labour.   Impressions of my first AGM… Laura Barker, Invergarry Learning Centre, Surrey All teachers should have the opportunity to go to at least one AGM and experience the democratic process in action. The vast variety of issues that were covered emphasized the importance of strong involvement in our local unions to stay informed on important issues in working and learning conditions. The passion expressed on so many issues—from socially responsible investment in pensions to membership in the Canadian Labour Congress—was both moving and invigorating. I am astounded at the level of commitment and depth of knowledge of the hundreds of delegates who gave up their spring break to work on improving the profession for students and teachers. It was a fascinating experience. Carl Janzé, Templeton Secondary School, Vancouver I come away from my first AGM with my passions rekindled. The obvious commitment and vision of the delegates to protect and nurture the students in B.C. classrooms has quashed the cynicism I had felt was looming ever larger, what with the stories we hear about teachers in the papers and on television/radio. I can only offer my heartfelt thanks and relief that there still are those who are prepared and able to voice their anger over the state of our classrooms thanks to this government. To paraphrase an anecdote related to us by Maude Barlow, of the Council of Canadians, "Fighting for what’s right is like taking a bath... If you don’t do it every day, you stink." Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13138,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 1999 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 11, Number 5, March 1999 New deputy minister addresses BCTF rep assembly by Nancy Knickerbocker Deputy Minister of Education Charles Ungerleider addressed the BCTF Representative Assembly on January 30, 1999. His first two months in the post have been challenging and exhilarating, offering him the opportunity to learn in many new (and unexpected) ways. Referring to the recent outcry sparked by the B.C. Fire Commissioner's ban on paper artwork in school hallways, he quipped: "I don't know how it could have happened that...in the course of more than 30 years in education, I had not learned about 'flame spread ratings.' But now I can tell the difference between asbestos (with a rating of 0) and plywood (with a rating of 100)!" On a more serious note, Ungerleider shared some reflections on significant changes in society and in education during his career. Now, more than ever, he said, Canadians can afford to support public education. "Put another way, we cannot afford not to support public education, given the central part it plays in ensuring the survival of society." Thanks largely to public education, Canadian parents today are better educated than ever before, and they hold higher expectations for their children than previous generations. "Nearly 85% of today's parents say they want their children to go to university." Students, too, are "more intellectually capable" than before. "On average, students today are one to two standard deviations brighter than their grandparents," Ungerleider said. Both parents and students are more likely to challenge authority. "Because the educational gap between teachers and parents is smaller than at any previous time, parents are less likely to accord teachers unquestioning deference." Because the demands upon schools today are far more extensive than at any previous time, teaching is much more difficult today. Fortunately, teachers now are better equipped. "By any measure one chooses to use, schools are doing a better job than in previous generations," Ungerleider said. "British Columbia's teachers are among the best educated and best prepared in the world. The majority of students in British Columbia are successful by any standard." Ungerleider affirmed that public education must serve the public interest over that of individuals. "Education's primary contribution is to the society rather than the individual Education is not so much about me or you as it is about us," he said. "To flourish, democratic societies must develop an educated citizenry capable of exercising the responsibilities of adult citizenship." Rather than try to prepare youngsters for a specific job, schools should ensure that students have a strong foundation in reading, writing, and mathematics, that they treat others with respect, that they can work co-operatively with others, and that they can "exercise a critical intelligence that is adaptable to circumstances unforeseen." While British Columbia schools "are the envy of many jurisdictions," Ungerleider noted that "we can do better for First Nations learners and for the 20% of students who do not successfully earn graduation with their peers." He reiterated the ministry's continued commitment to fully fund the collective agreement that will reduce class sizes at the primary level and establish minimum service levels for non-enrolling teachers. Ungerleider also spoke of continuing to make schools safer for students, recruiting quality candidates into the profession, increasing access and quality through the appropriate use of technology, and conducting annual assessments of reading, writing, mathematics, and problem-solving at Grades 4, 7, and 10. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9826,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept./Oct. 2002 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 1, Sept./Oct. 2002 Teachers of the Americas unite for health and safety by Lynne Sinclair Teachers from all over the Americas attended a health and safety conference in Costa Rica this summer. The goal was to establish guidelines for a Health and Safety Code for Schools and to organize a campaign around it in Central America and the Caribbean. Accompanied by Jinny Sims, first vice president, and Larry Kuehn, a colleague on staff, I was eager to attend, dreaming of rain forests, white sandy beaches, and warm sunshine. Wrong. A revolt occurred while we were there, an arrest warrant was issued for the teacher president, and it was the rainy season! The conference was funded and organized by the Civil Society Network in Support of Public Education in the Americas (Red-SEPA), an organization initiated and funded by the BCTF and Codevelopment Canada. Thanks to the Federation’s international work, teachers in the Americas are meeting and organizing around key educational, social, and political issues. The day we arrived, a revolution began over transportation and other issues important to the workers of Costa Rica. The root of the unrest was the privatization of government services, in particular automobile testing. The popular movement was led by teachers, taxi cab drivers, garage mechanics, and others. The teacher union president, Floribeth Lopez Ugalde, was issued an arrest warrant for her involvement in the protests. She and others who headed up the popular movement were accused of being a danger to the state, a danger to democracy, and to the peace of the country. Three hundred riot police surrounded the legislature under the guise of a national safety crisis, and police entered the university grounds, an unheard of event. This caused a student protest the next day, with student guards at the university gates to keep police out. Each day, we waited to see if Floribeth Ugalde would deliver the updates, or if she would be in jail. Thankfully, she was still smiling and present on our last day. We worked day and night at the offices of the Sindicato de Trabajadores de la Educacion Costarricense (SEC), one of the teachers’ unions in Costa Rica. The discussions and solidarity of the group energized and inspired us. In a culturally and linguistically diverse group, we had no trouble uniting around teacher issues such as violence, air quality, and poverty. In the end, the beginnings of a campaign were in place, with each region choosing a priority around which to organize. The topics ranged from child prostitution to potable water to building schools on non-toxic lands. Teachers spoke passionately about the importance of public education, and all expressed deep concern about the growing privatization in our schools. Teachers who cannot even find a book or a piece of chalk understand that the issues are much more complex than missing supplies and the answers lie not just in our classrooms but in political work with others in the community. "Health is more than not being sick," we were advised by Esperanza Taises, a researcher/ sociologist with SEC. "It is a complex integration of social, political, and economic issues. School is understood as a microspace that brings together homes, institutions, and community." With that approach, we worked in small groups for most of the conference, discussing the issues, strategizing, and listening to the all-too-familiar themes of corporatization, privatization, lack of funding, not enough staff—the list went on. It was apparent early in the conference that teachers around the Americas are experiencing the same issues in differing ways. The global pattern emerged, helping us understand the enormity and importance of our task. Two Cuban representatives were to attend, but Costa Rica refused entry to the university student. Much negotiation and money was required even to get the teacher, Juana Elena Bazave, to our conference. Luckily, she was there to tell us about Cuba’s education system and the many services provided in schools in an integrated model. For example, 3,000 nurses and 2,000 doctors are assigned to schools. Over 96% of the Cuban people are literate, and student retention rates are also 96%. This fall, only 16 to 20 students will be in each primary class. In order to reduce the trauma of the move from elementary to secondary, teachers will be teaching three subjects to a group of 12 to 15 students. Teachers are currently being trained on computers to enhance learning in the classroom. Calling the U.S. embargo of her country an act of terrorism, she proudly described the many wonderful benefits the revolution had won for her people. Her description was in stark contrast to those from the countries that are still dominated and exploited by foreign capital. It was also in stark contrast to the recent actions of the Liberal government here in B.C. A highlight for me occurred when a female delegate from El Salvador approached me, held my hand, and thanked the Federation on behalf of all women teachers for the support we have provided to them in their struggle to achieve equity for all women in the Americas. So, although I didn’t have any beach time, I had one of the most memorable trips in my life. The care and passion, the dedication, of the teachers at the conference made me proud to be a teacher and to be working for teachers. We learned much from our colleagues in other countries, and we return with many lessons. The experience impressed upon me once again that health and safety is of critical importance to our society and that many components go into a healthy society: human rights, free education, free health care, and the ability of all citizens to participate in meaningful ways to shape society. I also know, from this and past experiences, that teachers will not be stopped in their struggle for justice. Lynne Sinclair is the acting director of the BCTF’s Field Services Division. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=33443,BCTF News Releases  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources   For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development News Release Archives 2014  2013  2012    2011 2010  2009  2008 2007  2006  Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2014 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  June 5, 2014 Rotating strike information and schedule, June 10-13 As BC teachers prepare to vote on escalating job action and a potential full-scale strike, BCTF President Jim Iker has announced rotating strikes will continue next week. “BC teachers remain committed to negotiating a fair and reasonable deal that provides better support for our students,” said Iker. “It’s time for Premier Christy Clark to provide the employer with new funding that will help bring the two sides closer together on class size, composition, staffing levels for specialist teachers, and wages.” The planned schedule of school closures (by school district name) is as follows:    Tuesday, June 10 61—Greater Victoria   Wednesday, June 11 06—Rocky Mountain 10—Arrow Lakes 22—Vernon 38—Richmond 39—Vancouver 40—New Westminster 41—Burnaby 44—North Vancouver 45—West Vancouver 46—Sunshine Coast 48—Sea to Sky 50—Haida Gwaii 52—Prince Rupert 54—Bulkley Valley 58—Nicola Similkameen 62—Sooke 64—Gulf Islands 67—Okanagan Skaha 68—Nanaimo 78—Fraser-Cascade 79—Cowichan Valley 92—Nisga’a Thursday, June 12 05—Southeast Kootenay 20—Kootenay Columbia 23—Central Okanagan 27—Cariboo-Chilcotin 28—Quesnel 37—Delta 42—Maple Ridge 59—Peace River South 69—Qualicum 70—Alberni 72—Campbell River 74—Gold Trail 75—Mission 82—Coast Mountains 83—North Okanagan-Shuswap 84—Vancouver Island West 87—Stikine 91—Nechako Lakes   Friday, June 13 08—Kootenay Lake 19—Revelstoke 33—Chilliwack 34—Abbotsford 35—Langley 36—Surrey 43—Coquitlam 47—Powell River 49—Central Coast 51—Boundary 53—South Okanagan Similkameen 57—Prince George 60—Peace River North 63—Saanich 71—Comox 73—Kamloops Thompson 81—Fort Nelson 85—Vancouver Island North  -  30  - For more information, contact Rich Overgaard, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell). Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=24156,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > October 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 2, October 2011   Income security  Reducing your assignment: The long-term financial impact could be significant One of the findings of the recent BCTF study on the worklife of teachers is that many teachers are reducing their assignment by taking a partial leave due to the stress of trying to deal with class sizes and compositions that place too many demands to work full-time. We are finding this everywhere, but it is particularly evident in semestered secondary schools where many teachers are reducing their assignment by one block in the semester in which they have no preparation time. Elementary and middle-school teachers may reduce their workload by an afternoon, a day, or a full block in order to cope with the increased demand. This decision should not be taken lightly for a number of reasons. Firstly, if you cannot work full-time due to an illness caused or exacerbated by stress, a partial medical leave is in order. Choosing to decrease your work load will result in a decrease in your household income. It also decreases your pensionable service unless you purchase the leave. You have, through your collective agreement, access to sick days for medical reasons. You are likely to be entitled to partial medical leave through your collective agreement. Through the BCTF Salary Indemnity Plan you have access to short- and long-term disability with medical qualification if you no longer have access to sick days. These protections help secure your household income and you continue to receive full pensionable and contributory service during your sick leave and/or disability leave, this means that your pension is not affected in the long term. The second and possibly more crucial reason is the possible long-term effect of taking this reduction. If you choose a reduced assignment due to an illness caused or exacerbated by stress and the illness worsens to the point that you are unable to work at all, your short-term and long-term disability payments will be based on the FTE on your final day of paid work. That, in turn means reduced household income and pensionable service. The long-term effect, should you become permanently disabled by a chronic illness, could mean a lifetime of reduced earnings. Under the rules of the Salary Indemnity Plan you are not eligible to access long-term disability after you reach Factor 90. You can reach factor 90 with very little pensionable service if you have only worked part time. The other consideration that is often overlooked is the prospect of trying to increase your pension by working longer at the end of your career. Choosing to work 0.8 for five years will mean that you have lost a full year of pensionable service. With your present salary your pension will be reduced by over $100 per month permanently, if you have met the rule of 90. If you have not reached the rule of 90, the effect could be $350 per month. While the option to work less now may seem attractive, you have to ask yourself if you’ll want to work a year or two longer when you are nearing 60. For further information, contact your local president at your local union office, or one of the following staff members: Rob Taylor (rtaylor@bctf.ca), Michael Kimmis (mkimmis@bctf.ca), Chris Arcari (carcari@bctf.ca). – Rob Taylor, Income Security Division  Factor 88? Don’t wait A member who has attained age 64, has reached factor ‘88’ (age plus contributory service), or is in receipt of a retirement pension under a registered pension plan, may voluntarily withdraw from the long-term portion of the Salary Indemnity Plan. Withdrawal may be made during any school year in which one of the foregoing conditions has been met and upon the completion of the appropriate withdrawal form. Withdrawal will be effective, upon approval, in September for applications received in that month. Applications submitted later will be effective the month following approval of the application. In making application for withdrawal, you should ensure that in the event of serious illness or accident you have sufficient accumulated sick leave which, when combined with 120 days of benefit from SIP: short-term, will protect your salary to the end of the month in which you reach factor ‘90’ or the end of the month you attain age 65, whichever comes first. Principals and vice-principals should contact their HR department to inquire if they are members of the BCTF SIP or the disability plan offered through the BCPVPA. The BCPVPA plan will have its own withdrawal guidelines. Applications are available online at: bctf.ca/uploadedFiles/Public/SalaryBenefits/SIP/LT-withdrawalForm.pdf or call the BCTF Income Security Division at 604-871-1921. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141006,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2014/09/tentative-agreement-yes-or-no.html?showComment0751411000877812,Staffroom Confidential: Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, September 16, 2014 Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Despite what I know was a herculean effort on the part of our bargaining team, I very much hope that BC teachers will vote no to the tentative agreement. After five weeks of strike, and twelve years of legal battles, this is not the deal that will restore sanity to public education and it is not a fair deal for teachers and students. Just as teachers in Saskatchewan rejected a deal to ensure a better outcome, I hope BC teachers will consider a no vote to let our team know we have to go back to the bargaining table. Class size, composition The agreement provided a modified LIF fund starting at $75 million per year and increasing to $85 by the last year. It is for teachers only, which will mean a slight improvement in Districts where sizeable portions were spent on Education Assistants or senior District staff rather than teachers. However, in an average size District like Victoria (20,000 students, 1,000 teachers), this will translate into about 5-10 more teachers. That is one for every five schools. To put it in comparison, Justice Griffin's judgement estimated the lost funding due to lost class size language at about $330 million in current dollars. (Read more here about the proposed Education Fund.) I heard so many teachers speak up about the need to ensure that we do not return to over-crowded classes when the strike ends. This agreement does very little to alleviate what is the most pressing issue. Throwing away the court victory The agreement provides a "reopener" in the event we win on appeal our class size language. What this means is that the language returns, but is not implemented until new language is negotiated. Without the actual implementation of the returned language, there will be very little incentive for the government to bargain it back. We would essentially be back in the very same position we are in today, with government trying to bargain it out and us trying to bargain it back in. In my opinion, even if we were legislated back to work we would be in a superior position. If we won the appeal the government would then be forced to implement the language. We are thus throwing away our historic court victory and the bargaining pressure it potentially creates. The reopener is really only mildly less offensive than E80. In both cases, we have to bargain back what was illegally taken from our contract and the government will probably never have to restore it. In fact, the "reopener" creates the perfect opportunity for government to lock us out to try and force us to agree to something far inferior. Throwing away the remedy for the last twelve years The agreement provides $105 million to compensate for grievances over-sized classes for the last twelve years. Using Justice Griffin's estimates, our loss is roughly $300 million times 12 = over $3 billion. I cannot fathom how $105 million is a fair compromise. The BCTF's original proposal to put this money back into the system was a more fair and productive approach. This agreement means we can no longer go to the courts for a fair remedy. Wages The agreement is very close to government's original offer. While I would be willing to accept this if the class size language was returned, teachers should not be taking such a significant monetary loss without the commensurate gain in working conditions. We have lost roughly 12% of our annual salary. We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut. Minimal improvements There are very minimal improvements in preparation time for elementary teachers (10 minutes per week), and TTOC daily rate. The TTOC daily rate change may depend on your grid placement. It could actually be a wage loss for long term TTOCs who are above category 5 and step 7. There is also $11 million in health and dental benefits. At 40,000 members, this is $275 each. Hardly worth consideration in the context of the rest of the agreement. What next? There are a variety of options if we vote no. We can continue the strike. We can choose to return to work and continue bargaining. We do not, and should not, accept an agreement that doesn't meet our needs and doesn't meet the needs of students and public education. When Saskatchewan teachers rejected the first deal which had 5.5% wage increases over four years, the second deal had 7.3% increases over four years. They have said this still isn't good enough. For us, our main issue is classroom conditions. We need to say this isn't good enough. The way to do that is to vote no. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 7:48 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 124 comments: Troy MooreSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:17 PM The EC recommendation states the open clause will be argued from restored language. However, selling our grievances for nothing as the 105 million is strike savings, is plenty of reason to vote no. Further, no composition caps, but a fund controlled by Superintendents is enough reason to vote no. Thursday I will vote no.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:06 PM Re-opener also says "education fund" in place until new language bargained, so old language can disappear forever.Delete Reply Mme RousseauSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:33 PM Government starved us to death hoping we'd vote yes to whatever deal they'd offer. Planned it from the start.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:07 PM We can sill choose (collectively) to return to work if we reject this deal. Many options.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:09 PM Great analysis, Tara! I think that returning to work would be a bad idea. This will frustrate parents more if they need to find new ways to deal with taking care fo kids. USe the money given to you by the other unions. I am a teacher who had to quit for stress over the terrible condition of work (split FI grade 4/5, several low LD kids with little support, one severe with no support, 2 gifted (no support), and a principal who expected me to teach 2 separate social studies AND science programs)Delete Reply Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:56 PM Good points by all but the gov't succeeded in starving my family out and completly breaking us. I will be voting YES and live to fight another dayReplyDelete Replies schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:21 PM 'Fight another day'? In the last twelve years that we have been pushing back against this government, never has the tide tide been so much with teachers, class size/composition, and public education - and never has the government been pushed back onto the ropes (especially with the call for binding arbitration). What 'other day' is being proposed that we wait for? Now is the time. Vote 'no' and give the BCTF bargaining team a renewed mandate to get a decent deal for students and teachers.Delete Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:10 PM "Another day" means to wake up and realize that 2more weeks means my family of 5 could lose our home. It means I will do all I can to recall Cc, Factbender, and other mla's, and maybe even having "a guy I know" have a chat with them. In year 1 of their reign, I don't believe they even know what "the ropes" are. I will vote YES ...for my family, and I can live with thatDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:12 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply Karen FergusonSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:03 PM Just a question: When the Saskatchewan teachers voted no, had they already been on strike for 5 weeks?ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM No. They are working with no contract. They are not on strike.Delete Shannon DavisSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:23 AM I am a Saskatchewan teacher. We are not on strike; we are currently in the conciliation process after voting "no" to 2 previous offersDelete Reply "Mama Rose"September 16, 2014 at 9:27 PM Can we truly return to work without agreeing and continue bargaining? When I suggested returning to work a few weeks ago, the answer was "being on strike puts pressure on the gov't and without pressure they have no reason to settle." And can you explain more how legislating us back would be better than agreeing to this deal? And finally, why would the BCTF executive put forward a deal that was not a good one?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:30 PM Because they need confirmation of the resolve of the membership to get something better. That is what a no vote does.Delete Reply Troylana MSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:28 PM some great points to ponder, tara......thinking thinking....ReplyDelete schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:43 PM If we vote 'no' to the tentative deal we still have options: We'd not have a contract. But we could... a) strike with full picket lines b) partially strike with phase 1 (work-to-rule) in schools c) partially strike with periodic/rotating job action d) continue negotiating e) return to work and re-escalate strike f) some/all of the above ReplyDelete Replies Caroline MackenzieSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:21 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:14 PM a) will expedite matters (I say less that 3 days)Delete Reply danabjornsonSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:05 PM I am thinking that a legislated, crappier contract would only be in effect for 2 years max (before elections...). If we take this offer, then we will be agreeing to this pseudo-E80. Should we win the court case (which we likely will), we will have to settle on the terms of the THIS negotiated contract which doesn't actually restore learning conditions; it simply allows for those conditions to be negotiated. If we say n, then we default to the 2002 contract, which DOES restore the language. A "yes" vote is saying that we are good on "crumbs"; a "no" vote is saying we want an actual meal. That's my understanding, anyway. Please correct me where I am wrong, Tara. :)ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:44 PM And word is IF they legislate, they could opt to legislate back Grade 10-12 only causing the union to have to lay off all teachers and re-hire based on seniority. That will tear the union at the seams pitting teacher against teacher for those positions. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:17 PM There will be a general strike if that were to happen! They better not do this. They will regret it.Delete Reply imaginefunlearningSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:09 PM Some good points on the background of our fight over the past 12 years, which I have been actively engaged in; however we need to recognize the climate we are in. We are not in Sask. people! We have just come through a very long summer!! We need to thank our @bctf bargaining team & recognize the toll this has taken on all of us & our families. I don't have the luxury of more time on the strike line. This may be as good as it gets. Let's read the agreement and consider getting back to work and making some $ again! That's my 2 cents worth, which would come in really handy right now!!!ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:18 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply RobSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:11 PM Go back in work to rule mode. Work this winter to recall every Liberal MLA. ThAt is the only way to apply pressure to these criminals. ReplyDelete Replies Kate RestonSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:03 PM Recall! Not sure who won the battle but the war is still onDelete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:14 AM Well said Kate... I agree 100%Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:20 PM I think say NO and a better deal will be done in less than 3 days. These guys are not criminals, they are lower than that. I bet they get a sick pleasure in hurting the kids and the teachers.Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:31 PM An official recall is in the works: https://www.facebook.com/groups/316129595235450/?fref=ts Please consider joining.Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:26 AM Leah - do you honestly think anyone who voted BC Liberal did so thinking that they would act any differently on the education file?Delete Reply JJSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:16 PM I am glad to see other members who share my views. I am outraged at a 1.2 percent "raise" in salary per year that doesn't even meet inflation of currently 2%. I feel used and abused.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:23 PM Not to mention all of the other pittance! I am actually surprised that Iker asked teachers to vote on this! Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:18 PM Hi Tara Thanks for the summary! Will we be able to vote NO to the deal, but vote YES to returning to work? Will there be three options when we vote Thursday? Why did the BCTF agree to a substandard deal for us? If we vote no to a deal that was recommended to us, the teachers look like the bad guys and public approval will plummet. I am very disappointed and frustratedReplyDelete Replies KataSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:12 AM Public approval will not necessarily plummet. I have seen strikes where the membership has voted against the executive's "best results to date", and ended up with a better offer. This offer is an insult. The $300 million will not bring funding to the national average (I believe). More importantly, the wage offer is half of the average wage increase for public and private workers (StatsCan). Delete Reply MontySeptember 16, 2014 at 10:19 PM Thank you, Tara. My thoughts too, more clearly expressed. As well, Thursday is too soon to vote, too soon to vote, too soon to vote........ReplyDelete Richard ChalkeSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:21 PM Vote no and lose every shred of public support...just sayin!ReplyDelete Replies UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:31 AM I am a member of the public and would support a "no" vote. js!.Delete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:01 AM Richard Chalke, NO you won't! I am a mother with 3 adopted special needs children who need to be in a class that is designed for them and others like them (my kids are academically slightly delayed but their issues are more social and behavioural) where they can receive the education they deserve taught in a way they can comprehend. I will speak now for all the parents I know, and we will support the teacher's if they continue to fight for our children's best interest.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:28 PM It might not be pretty at first, but once we explain things (and I hope the Mandarin-speaking teachers flood the Richmond organization that voiced their concerns), they will back us. The 3 billions that the judge came to is the first I hear about. This should be stated to every newsmedia comment section in the province. Minimize pickets and flood those outlets with commenters, just like the Liberals do. Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:45 PM I am a member of the public and a single Mother of a child in the public school system. You will NOT lose one bit of my support if you vote no. I know that you are sacrificing so that my child can have a better education, and I am most grateful for it. Having said that, I also know that you are exhausted and broke. I have been dreading that you may have to settle for less than what you (we) deserve because the government succeeded in breaking you. I am not in your shoes, so cannot judge. If the vote is a yes, I understand and I am still behind you. Delete Reply Alison RocheSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:25 PM It is a crap deal. It's always a crap deal. Once you raise the stakes to striking, anything else is a cave in. The last time we walked out was the 3 day illegal strike where I threw away 1200$ and got EXACTLY the same contract I had the year before. The BCTF called it a win because they didn't rip up MORE of my contract. Ridiculous. There are a few of us that believe that working to contract, doing 100% of your teaching job and nothing more (like paying for supplies out of your own pocket or EC) is the only way teachers will survive this government. What if they get re-elected again? Then what? Teachers have lost thousands to these clowns to make "statements" about the state of public education in this province. We can't keep sacrificing ourselves and our families. And in the meantime, you talk to parents about why you have to take this crappy road. Because up until this strike they mostly didn't care about the state of education, but god forbid you didn't run a Sports Day. Then suddenly they wanted to know what the hell was going on. Keep the conversation going in schools. Attend your PAC meetings and stop enabling this govt to underfund and overwork the system. And still get paid!ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:20 AM I am very excited at the prospect of returning to my beloved job on Friday. However I will NOT continue to put my personal money into my classroom and I will be seriously reconsidering my involvement in extra curriculars. I think we shoot ourselves in the foot with all the unpaid work we so willingly volunteer to do. Delete Reply FCSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:38 PM I heard a rumour last week from a loose lipped government insider that after the 22nd, depending on the outcome of the negotiations the Liberals were going to announce a 3 step process. I was not clear if this was based on 3 steps to resolve the strike (perhaps the 3rd step is legislation??) or 3 steps to overhaul the education system, either way, they will settle it outright. I wish you all luck and all the information that you need to make a sound decision of what you feel is best.ReplyDelete Replies Lisa BurrowsSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:53 PM I have heard similar rumours. On the 23rd, the gov. was planning on introducing a $6000 per year voucher system for 3 choices: an academic or trades program, or something called EducationCanada. Not clear whether their intention was to privatize the public system, de-certify teachers and hire them back under new wage/benefits. Not clear where these rumours originated from. Maybe fear tactics to get teachers to vote yes. In any event, I plan on voting yes. I signed up to be a teacher, not a martyr. This strike has cost us a lot. We need to regain our livelihood and hopefully continue the conversation about class composition. We have at least awakened many people to the issue, and the court case is still an avenue that could eventually improve teaching and learning conditions.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:33 PM I urge all teachers to fight and say NO to this deal. Retired teacher who had to retire because horrendous work conditions. Make me proud. They will not last long if you say NO! I know this is tough, but there is money and I hear that Van City does offer loan at low to 0 %. Banks do allow you to miss a mortgage payment. Go talki to your banker.Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM Will school districts require teachers to make up missed days, as suggested in the media? Will the school calendar be changing to make up for the missed three weeks and if so will we be made aware of those changes PRIOR to the vote? ReplyDelete KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:41 PM "Wages..... We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut." And that is the cost of going on strike!!! There is nothing that can be done about that. You cannot go on strike and put up the raise you want every week to compensate for your time on strike - it doesn't work that way.ReplyDelete Replies Drew StevensonSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:59 AM I believe the missing "..." Suggests that they meant to refer to the losses against inflation since the last wage step increase. Thus this contract does not allow us to recover the buying power lost to inflation since the last non contract or "0%" year. Add those up and compare against the proposed increase and you see that by the end of the contract, we won't be able to afford the same value of goods (loaves of bread, watts of energy, litres of gas) that we could at the end of the last contracts term. It was not a comment about wages that were lost in the strike. Those are really small potatoes when compared to the grinding power of inflation over years and years. The next contract will use this latest for a bench mark so these losses to inflation will grind at all teachers for as long as they teach. A death of a thousand cuts to our ability to afford basic goods and services. Any raise less than inflation is a cut to the value placed on us and on our ability to pay our bills. Delete Reply Ed SSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:09 PM Having lost $20,000 (including summer school wages) as the single income for a family of five is far too much; I will be voting YES to the deal, unless the independently wealthy teachers out there who wish to continue the strike will pay my bills and mortgage for me.ReplyDelete Replies Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:14 PM I feel ya. Yes for meDelete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:18 AM Ed S. With all due respect (and I mean that), how did you lose $20,000 in the strike? Teachers were out 2 weeks (all out) before they were supposed to be in June, and now 3 weeks for the start of school? It is my understanding that teachers don't get paid through the summer months. Please correct me if I'm wrong, wherever I'm wrong. Shouldn't you have been financially alright for the summer months at least? Also all teachers knew this strike had a possibility of extending into the new school year but no one teacher budgeted for this possibility? I'm truly just trying to get a clear picture of where this all stems. NO disrespect intended.Delete BlairSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:12 AM Kelly, not Ed but if you look at the numbers there was the 10% lockout haircut in May/June plus the loss of most of June and the loss of much of September. In our 1 teacher (1 non) household we calculated a $9 K - $10 K loss so far. If you add summer school earnings you can easily make the loss in the $20 k zone. As for budgeting, we budget for the summer, but did not expect the 10% haircut, nor the loss of June/Sept days which completely messed our budgeting calculations. A very good friend (single teaching mother) was crushed by the loss of the June income and is without a penny today.Delete Mr. SmoothSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:35 PM The only one who didn't get a haircut was Jim Iker... and he needs one more than anyone else. What's with that over-coiffed 70"s mullet Jim? Does wonders for the BCTF brand image!Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:55 PM Jim's hair is not open for discussion in a respectful space like this. As for his salary, he is a teacher who does not get paid when we are on strike.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:04 PM Totally agree!Delete Reply Mr. GSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:24 PM If I thought they could do any better I would agree with voting NO, but you have to be realistic. The BCTF does not use professionals to bargain and always ends up with much less than they promise the membership when asking for a strike vote. While this is not a great deal for teachers, I really think you're fooling yourself if you think it'll get any better.ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:02 AM BCTF needs to be replaced with younger more adept representatives and advocates. Also, we should be hiring professional contract negotiators - you don't go into battle with cut throat corporate types with a wooden knife. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:37 PM This is BAD deal! Say NO to it and show those (expletives) that we will not take it anymore! Come on! Show them that teachers have a spine! They will respect us, oddly!Delete Reply retaSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:51 PM I agree with Richard. Those in the public that are uniformed would be furious, and there are many teachers who just can't afford to use their wages as their voice any longer - too much has already been donated to the government. In my opinion, the deal is pretty lame. I am sitting on the fence.ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:24 AM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:26 AM So true!!! I cannot afford to fight this battle for public education any longer. Why is this my personal and professional obligation??? However I think this deal is weak weak weak. I also think its the best we are going to get. Ideologically I'm on the fence but my wallet will vote YES.Delete Reply SirThinksToo MuchSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:54 PM My wife and I will be voting "Yes" on Thursday for it is the middle path. The easy path would have been for us to go back to school with E-80 & E-81 over our heads. The difficult path would be for us to vote "No" and put our mortgage at risk and having to continue asking retired parents for handouts to feed a family with three kids. The middle path is the wisest choice for us considering the current political climate in which those who do not teach are the quickest to judge it harshly.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:41 PM I understand that this is really tough for you! I almost died teaching a few month ago. I had to quit. Please consider holding on and say no. Remember the short loss in salary will be offset in the LONG-RUn by better salary increase. This is a joke! They will be laughing at you even more if we accept this. This is a very bad deal! However, I do respect your position!Delete Reply DaleSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:16 AM Why would classroom conditions be better on October 9th after being legislated back? We have been outplayed because of our stubborn refusal to outdated, tired old tactics. It is because of these actions that have led us to this terrible deal. Time to reset, regroup and stock up for the long haul. Can't do it if half the members commit hara kiri on themselves. We are a union of professionals not a cult. ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:49 AM Could not agree more.Delete schreck!September 17, 2014 at 9:44 AM Could you please advise which tactics you believe could have been used to secure a superior deal?Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:47 AM Full disclosure: I'm a BC Liberal supporter. The only people who would benefit from a NO vote are the BC Liberals. Teachers would be bargaining with no leverage whatsoever and would be viewed by a large segment of the population as unreasonable. The BC Liberals then get portray themselves as the only party capable of dealing with the BCTF. schreck! says that the BCTF has the government on the ropes, but he couldn't be farther from the truth. The government wants people to view the BCTF as their primary opponent. Disputes like this just shore up the BC Liberal base and protect its right flank. Any half-baked recall campaign will only reinforce that. It's true teachers aren't going to recoup the lost wages from the strike. I would suggest to you that that means this job action was probably not in teachers' interests, especially without any sort of appreciable strike fund. This is the best deal teachers were ever going to get with this government and people should have been able to recognize that in June. If you want my advice (which you probably don't), it would be to spend the next 5 years building up a strike fund, electing better leaders, and hiring a professional negotiating team. Don't bring a knife to a gunfight and expect things to go well. Focus on getting the best deal you can from whoever the government is rather than trying to change the government, the HST, Kinder Morgan or a thousand different issues that distract from education and erode the union's finances further. You'd be doing yourself a favour, and probably doing the NDP a favour at the same time. Also, if schreck! is David Schreck, you can thank his opposition to STV for the last two BC Liberal majorities. I know I do.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:11 PM One step would be to stop making political contributions to the NDP. This only contributes to the childish animosity and lack of trust that has constantly characterized negotiations. How else can the Socreds/Liberals view teachers except as enemies when they so publicly support their opponents. This stupid confrontational immature approach has to STOP!!!!! Education should not be a political fight when it is so obviously a valuable benefit to our society. It was an NDP government that legislated teachers back to work in 1993. Stop making education a political fight.Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:10 PM I don't think they have to go that far. CUPE and the Nurses still contribute to the NDP yet they don't have the same acrimonious relationship. CUPE and the Nurses just make their members their priority, and broader advocacy second.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:55 PM Ryan (possibly a Liberal paid commenter), with all due respect, I disagree with you. The cumulative increase in lieu of this will be better. Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can. I say to Iker, ask for 6% over 3 years because these people love to play the 15% over 15 year game to make it so big on the surface. Some people think that this is 15% every year. Believe me! I have seen it in comment sections. Others believe that the 15% is too high not understanding that they must divide things over the duration of the contract. It is time that we play it smarter. It is time to put the foot down and ask for money given to us by other unions, if it is needed. Banks can accept one late mortgage payment. It would be suicidal for them to not help. Imagine the possible damage if that ever leaks out. They could lose a lot in teacher money. I for one would pull my money out of a bank in support! Teachers are going to show this government that we have a spine! Enough is enough! Aren't you tired of being treated like kids? (Retired teacher who almost died in a car accident because of work conditions that were horrendous. I had to quit.)Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 AM Not paid by the BC Liberals. I pay them actually... :/ I imagine astroturfers of any affiliation wouldn't disclose their bias. "Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can." How did that work in May 2013? If the teachers reject a contract that their own union endorsed, it will make teachers seem unreasonable. Whether that perception is true or fair is irrelevant. It's what will happen, and teachers will be weaker as a result. Take my advice. Build up a strike fund and focus on the internal governance of the BCTF for the next 6 years. You'll be better off for it. Or not. I don't mind you or others making it easier for the party I support to get elected. I'd just rather not see kids and teachers hurt in the process.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:37 AM Ah! The "don't-hurt-kids" card, hey, when you have underfunded education for 12 years! WOW! That takes the cake! Are your trolling? Oh! You are serious? :) Would you be surprised if I don't follow your advice, considering your lack of logic? Would you be surprised if others don't follow your advice? It is ttue that bullies like you and your ilks love to show who is the boss, who is the teacher now! I suspect that is at the root of the problem! No one wants to fail in school! No one wants to get the strap! Sad that today's teachers don't like it too! But, who cares, we are ... teachers! We deserve it! BAH! BAH! BAH!Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:22 PM That's fine. I look forward to another 16 years of BC Liberal government.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:41 PM 16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate! Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan! Sociopaths do that!Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 9:35 AM "16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate!" 16 years of our opponents still don't understand why they lost. Like I said, that's fine with me. If I said the Liberals would be in power for at least another 13 years back in 2004 you probably would have laughed too. Heck, if I told you on May 13 last year that the BC Liberals would be reelected on May 14 you'd probably have laughed too. And you were wrong. Why is that? Answer that question if you want the NDP to win the next election. Without a correct answer to it, the NDP's cause is hopeless. "Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan!" You feel they are flawed, and that's fine. I don't go around calling people who disagree with me sociopaths, nor do I accuse them of being paid shills. But I also don't feel much need to address your ad hominems. There are logical arguments to support your position, but argumentum ad hominem is not one of them. It's a textbook logical fallacy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 1:15 PM Ah! Now I get it! It is all ego-based! You think because you voted the winning party that you are a winner and we are losers! You think because you predicted that the Liberals would win, you are winner. That does not make YOU a winner or the Liberals! It is called DEMOGRAPHICS, you expletives. The baby boomers are getting old and because they have more assets and won't make a whole lot more for too long, they need to vote a govn't who is going to do just that! It is not rocket science! WOW! You think you are so superior when your party stole an election with 47% of the popular vote. That's not a majority and your party should not have been elected. BTW, did you delete from your ethical memory the words Ethnic voting scandal? The field is slanted and you know it. However, you are so willing to minimize, forget the scams and bad fairplay tactics like a sociopath is allowed to minimize or ignore his or victims emotions that you don't see that you are the loser, we are the victim of your constant bullying. 1% wage increases after years of 0% increases and you can justify that when Yahoo reports that the average Canadian can hope to get 2.5% this and next year: https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html You Liberals behave like fascists, but we can't call you that because that's not allowed! Well! Guess what? It is and you are. Live with it! You keep on dreaming you are a genius! :) I am retired, getting soon a nice pension, and laughing at you from a beach somewhere! AHAHA! Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 2:14 PM What's with the name calling Peter? For someone claiming to be retired you really don't show the wisdom of age. For someone who talks about logic, you use logical fallacies like ad hominems a lot too. It's a fair point that the BC Liberals didn't get a majority of the vote (and I'm a very big supporter of electoral reform). The BC Liberals + Conservatives did though, and I don't think it's realistic to expect the BC Conservatives to have been more generous had they been part of government. Last time I checked I just voted. I didn't "victimize" anyone. Perhaps your rage is misplaced. If you think the election was "stolen" I'm afraid I have to question your grasp on reality though. "Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?" I'm glad you'll have a pleasant retirement Peter. I have no ill will towards you. I'm not sure why you think I do. I'm not saying people were *right* to vote BC Liberal. That's a matter of opinion. All I'm saying is people *did* vote BC Liberal. More voted BC Liberal than BC NDP for the last 5 elections in a row actually. You need to understand why that happened in order to change it for the next election. Clearly you're not interested in that though. Which is fair enough. Just remember next time you're upset about something the BC Liberals do that your lack of interest is part of why the BC Liberals get elected at all.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 3:23 PM I love your culture --or the lack of thereof! Guess what, stop thinking averybody is white and must follow your little rules. Namecalling? Sociopath? Whaaaat? And, what if you are? Still can't call you that? :) You fascist right-wingers are big on censorship! I just don't like you giving us lessons on how to get the NDP in. As stated, people are voting right of the NDP because it is a matter of demographics and a little ethnic vote buying on the side. The rest is mumbo jombo. Yes, of course, they will have to go on strike in the future and yes they will have to build a strike fund. The Liberals stole that from the BCTF too! And, you wonder why I don't have any respect for them? Yes, electoral reform is needed! We agree!Delete Reply JJ GeorgeSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:46 AM As a parent, I support the teachers and respect whether they choose to vote yes or no. However I noticed a discrepancy here from other information I've read regarding prep time for elementary teachers. Here it states minimal improvement to prep time - only 10 minutes per week being added. Elsewhere I read that it is 100 minutes per week for prep, increasing by an additional 10 minutes in the final year. That is a significant difference, and worth noting. Or have I completely misunderstood?ReplyDelete Replies Anne-MarieSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:59 AM Elementary teachers currently have 90 minutes of preparation time per week so an increase to 100 minutes per week is only gaining 10 minutes. In other provinces and some private schools they have as much as 45 minutes of prep time per day.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:56 PM Thank you for inquiring!Delete DW ZSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:57 PM You're right JJ George. There is a significant difference around the province regarding preparation times. In my district elementary teachers currently get 100 minutes of prep time. This new proposal is useless to me. I'll have to wait 6 years to gain an extra 10 minutes. Delete Reply UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:11 AM Almost nobody gets cost of living adjustments. Also inflation is NOT 2%. Do some research and look at the CPI for BC over the last 24 months. The average over the last 2 years is 0.7%, not 2%. The CPI changes every month so you cant just look at the highest month and declare that THE inflation rate. Check out the 12 month averages document for the actual numbers. http://www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/StatisticsBySubject/Economy/ConsumerPriceIndex.aspx All that being said I support the teachers. if you think this is a bad deal as a parent my dream would be for the teachers to vote no but continue bargaining because I do think the kids need to be in school and I do fear that the teachers will lose all support if the strike continues. All I ask as a parent is that you do your own research and try not to be swayed by all the opinions. ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:01 AM Inflation for August was 2.1% (http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/economy/cpi-report-expected-to-reveal-rise-in-canadas-core-inflation-rate/article20593943/). The CPI is a year-over-year calculation.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:43 AM Inflation should be looked at as a yearly average, not an individual month.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:34 PM The lawyers do not believe we have compromised our court deal. Our leadership would not have sold us out. We dodged a bullet. The Premier had something loaded even if we are not sure what it was. The idea that we could simply return to work is not guaranteed. I think a no vote could easily lead to the Liberals locking us out again because the Premier wants to crush us and she will use any excuse. She did not want to take the advice of her people and do this deal. I am certain a plan for drastic action (where we have to take the concessions they had planned) or worse - was in place. We can't guarantee the press will do any better job explaining the complexities should we say no. They rarely sided with us in markets outside of Vancouver where people are more political and they often misled or allowed others to mislead. They are not helping and would sensationalize. This would see dissolution of support very quickly - especially if we asked for wages. (Though admittedly it angers me that we can't ask for wages without being accused of being greedy when that is what most bargaining units do). But we have argued this is about kids and while this is not ideal - it is better to have teachers than not. The deal does suck in that it does not bring us to par - but this fight needs to be won with a strategy that is political and capacity will do that in another round. We have some support - but it is limited to the choir. We need to have the pews too. We need to build that capacity while working and continue to find allies because the fight is bigger than most people want to consider. This is about ideology and about privatization. Education always was political but never more so than now and we have to fight this party or the conservatives who would do the same or worse. No teacher who is responsible can ignore the politics any longer. That is simply the truth. If you work in the system you better get informed and you better be prepared to fight until retirement for the system. That said, I want to ask the same question others are asking: Why is this the job of 42,000 teachers and not the job of all citizens who want equality to fight for this right? It is time (while the conversation is still on-going and up to and including election night) for us to guide the public where we can but mainly play our part by not propping the system up. Make poverty known. Make noise about shortfalls, ask questions (in the media or in board offices ) about who is going to fix it instead of paying ourselves, volunteer some but wait for the pubic to step up so they see what schools lack. I hate the deal too. But I trust Vince Ready and Iker and I don't think we could have done better right now. I think we dodged a bullet because I have read everything this government has put out and followed the trail. They plan to privatize and they are just looking for the route. Voting YES for now does not mean we are giving up. It does not mean a win in the way we wanted but we have won a battle that will lead to us winning the war. If we don't rest up and stock up we might not get there.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:57 PM Well, if it is bigger than just this battle, then we will need ALL the unions to strike if they do indeed use drastic (draconian) measures. I say it is time for ALL of the unions to call a general strike. I guarantee that they will not like that one bit. What will they do then? Call the army? :) People in Europe, at the end of the 19th century stood up in mines. General strikes do occur in Europe and have. If you think you had it tough, think of them who stood tall for US in tougher times and conditions. Make sacrifices. Sell furniture. Tutor on the side. Ask for the BCTF money. Ask your banker to help. As friends and relatives. If we say NO, it won't last long. If they legislate us back, let's call a general province-wide strike of all unions. Delete Reply Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:47 AM Between CC's smug smile as she celebrates slaughtered teachers and Jim Iker's goofy grin - seemingly unaware that he has been a willing puppet, I am thoroughly disgusted. Over the next 5 years, teachers will be in an increasingly bad situation financially, classrooms will continue to be too large and complex with increasing medical, social and environmental issues impacting academic delivery. It could not be less obvious that things will continue to worsen. The Liberals have ensured that BC is rapidly becoming the Canadian Monaco for rich off shore interests and wealthy corporations. Soon the underpaid "workers" will have to be bussed in daily to Vancouver - Asian style. The only recourse is to move to just about any other province and bring in up to $100,000 more over the six years with much less cost of living. So we are bailing, encouraged by friends who have gotten positions in Manitoba and Alberta. My colleagues and I discovered through contacting several school boards across Canada that specialist (special needs and behavioural) and secondary science teachers are in particular demand. I want to work in a professional, respectful environment where the needs of all children are considered a priority and where I feel inspired to do my best. However, I want my vote to reflect the wishes of teachers who will be here over the next 6 (5) years, so very much appreciate your blog and opportunity to read the comments.ReplyDelete Bert SlaterSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:11 AM To vote YES will throw away 12 years of effort, and 2 victories in BC Supreme Court. To vote YES will be to snatch defeat from the jaws of victory. If you vote YES what bargaining power do you think you will have - the government will do nothing, and then what do you think you will do - take job action? PLEASE VOTE NO.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:59 PM Time to show you have a spine!Delete Reply RodSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:06 AM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Cool HandSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 AM Wouldn't a 'No' vote be a vote of no confidence in the BCTF itself?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:02 AM Not at all. It is just a message to the leadership we need to do better. The strength of the union is the members, and we support the leadership by giving them direction through democratic means.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:40 PM I disagree. How else can a recommendation by the EC to vote yes be interpreted? Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:00 PM I am sure people will interpret this both ways, but it is a vote. If it is supposed to be a "Yes", because it might be interpreted one way, then why bother having a vote?Delete Kate TSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:07 AM Yes , it would be. I don't think we could come out much better than this with this government. How will a No obtain that? Christy will be happy, she can declare the BCTF gone and roll out her plan to privatize. Delete Reply David DeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:06 AM A no vote would be a rejection of a the court victories defied by the government and an inadequate deal containing some vague promises that won't meet the needs of teachers or students on class size and other important issues.In Ontario elementary teachers get 200 minutes of prep time per 5 day cycle. I know there is financial hardship, but the union has received close to $2 million in donations from other unions; is there no way of accessing hardship funds? At minimum, vote no and return to work on work to rule with various strike options.ReplyDelete Erica JonesSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:25 AM This article actually makes me so mad. It is NOT better for the kids that they have missed almost all of june and all of september. This is what you signed up for in BC as a teacher. Get on board or GET OUT.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:20 PM Is this really what teachers signed up for? At my high school, each class has about 30 kids, with an average of 17 kids per classroom with an identified learning disability. Our district says that there should be no more than 4 kids per classroom.. How do you expect non-specialist teachers to help each student when over half of them require more resources because of a learning disability? Furthermore, are you generalizing the "better-ness" to all the kids in BC? Because I don't think that it would be better if kids went back considering the learning environment isn't up to par. There are barely any Education Assistants, and support teachers for the multitude of children who need them. While I recognize and appreciate your enthusiasm for education, please realize that the public school system isn't a daycare. Also, please think about your words and the learning environment prior to speaking out. By the way, we're not an autocracy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:08 PM I can understand your frustration! Understand mine! I almost died at 7:30 pm one night returning from teaching a FI split class with several students who did not get enough support or no support at all. The principal expressed to me that he expected me to teach 2 different social studies programs and 2 different science programs. ANYONE I talked to knows that this is impossible to do, especially in French Immersion when kids get no support at home and books are often too hard for students to read. I had to quit my job. I did it for me and did it for the kids. I was like a surgeon who is asked to operate on 5 patients with an old scalpel with 2 inexperienced nurses. Predictably, 4 patients would die and I would be reprimanded! Teachers are put in terrible conditions and kids too. I hope you have the openmind to consider the reality of this honest personal anecdote. I also wish you to understand that this is likely not an isolated incident. What will it take? A kid to commit suicide because he or she is not getitng enough support?Delete Reply hilarySeptember 17, 2014 at 10:29 AM It is incorrect to equate lost funding with what the teachers would have received in grievances. The two are not equivalent. The starting position of the BCTF was $225M, so they never expected $3B to resolve grievances. I'm also interested to know where you get your figures on overcrowded classrooms. A recent Globe and Mail article says that classrooms are, on average, smaller than the caps set in 2002.ReplyDelete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:36 AM The signing bonus should be roughly $2500 each: 105 million divided by 41 thousand.ReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:53 AM It is not that simple. The $105 million is to be allocated by the union. The term "signing bonus" has been crossed off on the signed document. Some of that money may be used to pay union debts. Don't know this but clarification would be useful.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:16 PM Just quoting from the CBC news website, "And finally there are details of $105-million fund to settle grievances stemming from the ongoing court case. The BCTF says that money will be given out as a signing bonus, with specific amount yet to be determined."Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:34 AM I think it would be smart to put at least part of it into your strike fund.Delete Reply WheelsSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:55 AM If the money is used as a signing bonus, it should be based on FTEReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:12 PM Yes I am sure it will be based on FTE. The question is how much of the $105 Million is actually distributed. This is up to the union, and I am told that it is yet to be decided.Delete GuruSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:44 PM And don't forget all the retired teachers who are entitled to a share of it.Delete Reply Geoff OrmeSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:18 PM In another discussion of this someone suggested that under BC Labour Law a no vote means rejection of the proposed deal, and that means the strike continues until either: - the union in question elects to stand down - another tentative deal is presented or - the government imposes a legislated contract. I think the last of these is the most likely, and I believe the legislated contract would be draconian and brutal. What do you think, Tara? Also, I would appreciate your thoughts on Sandy Garossino's comments at https://storify.com/Garossino/should-teachers-accept-the-contractReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:14 PM If this is so, in a few month (likely a couple of years), teachers will win so much more with a Supreme Court judgment! It is possible that the Liberals know that the higher courts are stacked by Liberal judges (that is what happen when judges are chosen, not elected). In any case, a negative settlement (or not a great judgment) will galvinize the public to reform the way the Supreme court judges are being chosen. I doubt that any govn't will want that to happen. A legislated contract will make the LIbs look like sociopaths and dictators.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:47 PM Peter I think you are expecting far too much from the public, many of whom are only paying attention to this matter due to kids being home from school. The public are not remotely this savvy on the political process.Delete Reply IslanderSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:09 PM I am a continuing education teacher. We have it even worse and we are not listened to enough about our poor conditions. Those include no prep time (and we do have to mark and do report cards many times a year sometimes and commonly for 30 students in a class), travelling to different schools with no compensation, and having next to no breaks in between 3 hour classes. I worked for two years with no lunch break and taught 6 hours straight (just 15 min. breaks) to be told, "don't complain since there are others who will do it". We then got 15 min. breaks in between classes. Most of our students are wealthy immigrants, many who try to stay in classes as long as possible since the classes are free. After spending a year in Germany, I realize how better organized it is where the immigrants pay to learn the language on a sliding scale, and have to pay for a student book as well for each class. We do not even have text books, but photocopy so much at tax payers' expense. This is not right. I then teach summer school since we were not on a 12 month continual salary and most of those students are also immigrants (at least 75%). This is also free and it is becoming so common and the new immigrants know this is free babysitting and tutoring. I think one main problem is that we have so many new immigrants in our classes who need ESL like this article states about our inclusion style of education nowadays: http://www.vancouversun.com/life/Shelley+Fralic+trouble+with+schools/10203596/story.html I am honored to be teaching and like my job, but it does get exhausting especially since I need two or three jobs to pay the mortgage that I now no longer have.. back to renting since it all I can afford in this city that has become so expensive. And many don't realize that it is very very difficult to get to full time work as a teacher here. There was a formula that made it take about 10 years to get to f/t (now finally changed). I have been without pay for 3 months, and now had to finally rent a place in anticipation of returning to work, so I have to vote "yes", but please keep the comments coming for what alternatives we have. Maybe we have to just educate the public in a better way than picketing; maybe get out and walk around malls and talk to people and hand out pamphlets on how this liberal government is hurting this. Most Asians (probably just the new who are from such a different system) are already against the teachers since they do not seem to understand what is going on. http://www.vancouversun.com/Business/asia-pacific/Chuck+Chiang+Many+Asian+families+place+blame/10202757/story.htmlReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:17 PM First of all, myn thoughts are with you! I think your ideas about using different strategies is smart. Picketing is not a very good strategy to let people know about things. I think using the membership to flood media comment sections would be more effective. Going to talk to the public might be a good idea along with this, I think. Phone the BCTF and ask for support.Delete Reply Marsha HolleySeptember 17, 2014 at 1:36 PM A teachers wife Vote no you have come to far to back down. It is a -----Y DEAL. ReplyDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:45 PM Ask yourself WHY teachers cannot get 1/2 of the average increase in salary of the private sector? (The Libs will tell you because there are sooooooo many teachers, but I also hear that there are provinces where there is a need for teachers!) TORONTO - A new study says that Canadians, on average, can expect about the same size salary increase next year as in 2014. Human resources consultants Pal Benefits says a survey of 401 organizations, mainly in Ontario, Alberta and British Columbia, projected salary increase for 2015 at an average of 2.79 per cent. That was almost unchanged from the 2.74 per cent average increase projected in last year's survey. Meanwhile, in addition to the average salary increase remaining relatively steady year over year, the survey found that the percentage of employers who plan to freeze salaries appears to have stabilized at eight per cent —in the same percentages as was projected in 2014. Breaking down the numbers further, the survey found the average salary increase anticipated in the engineering, financial services and high technology sectors was three per cent. That compared with an average of 2.5 per cent on the low end for organizations in durable manufacturing. https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.htmlReplyDelete "Mama Rose"September 17, 2014 at 9:12 PM I used to agree with you, Tara, and appreciate you bringing these items to your blog to get us all thinking. But after a very long night and day of research and discussion, I realize I will be voting yes tomorrow. Here is why: I don't care about salary or benefit increases. That is not why I went on strike. I don't care if this tentative deal is not good for teachers. That's not why I went on strike either. For me, the single most important issue is class size and composition. I want to work in a classroom where I have enough time and resources available to me to adequately help all the students I teach. And while it is true that this tentative deal will not change anything in the classrooms right now (or at least most of our classrooms), I realized that we couldn't actually make changes in that area because the issues of cs and c is before the courts. When I made that connection and realized that this round of bargaining was really about a "good enough" agreement regarding wages, then the deal seems, well... good enough. BUT, the best part, is the language the BCTF legal team made around the furture court decision (the re-opener). They have it in writing that if we win the court case (which is likely) and when we have to start bargaining class size and comp again (that is exactly what Justice Susan Griffin said we would have to do) we will be STARTING from the 2002 levels. To make this simple to understand, I explained it to my friends using a number line. With this new language, the BCTF starts the next round of bargaining at say a 50. The government will want us to go to 10 or 15, and we'll compromise and end up maybe 25. But WITHOUT that language, we would have started bargaining at a 10 and only gone down from there. So I do believe it is the best deal possible, it still factors in the biggest issue (from my perspective), we do not lose the important gains of the past, and most importantly, everyone gets to go back to school.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 PM Mam Rose, I appreciate your point of view and your courage. However, let me point out to you and the readers that a decision at the BC supreme court might not turn out the way teachers anticipate. We all know that judges are appointed and who does the appointing? "All justices of the BCSC (including the position of Chief Justice and Associate Chief Justice) are appointed by the federal cabinet, on recommendation of the Minister of Justice. Masters are appointed by the provincial cabinet, on recommendation of the Attorney General in consultation with the Chief Justice." (Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Supreme_Court_of_British_Columbia) Now, I would like to think that all of those people are objective, but they are appointed and we know that there are political appointments. They have a lot of discretion over the laws and judgments. I am willing to bet that the BC Liberals do know this and are betitng the farm (or do they know something we don't know) that the Supreme Courts are stacked against teachers? So, I am not sure if we can count on a WIN if we proceed with the court ruling. I think we would be better to negotiate and negotiate a better deal.Delete Reply retaSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:57 AM Yes...no...yes...no...The last two days have been this. I’ve read so many articles and comments over the past few months and, I can say, I have learned a lot. I know this is not a great deal for teachers right now. I will be voting yes. This is why… 1. The children. Without going into the multiple issues (e.g., grad, post secondary, trades, sports, global education/trips, planned activities, those with varying degrees of special needs, those that need a soft place to land, etc., etc.) the children need to get on with their education. 2. The parents. For many parents, this strike is a financial burden. We do not like to be called baby sitters, but for many living below the poverty line, school is a financial relief. Winter is coming; gas bills will be expensive. 3. Poverty. Remember, BC has the highest child poverty rate in Canada. Schools feed and clothe numerous children. 4. The other systems educators work collaboratively with. MFCD, CYMH, foster parents, group homes, and the multitude of non-profit agencies that support vulnerable children and families are bursting at the seams. We are a part of that team. 5. CUPE. While some have been paid during this strike, that money is coming from districts. It was not provided by the government. And, CUPE is a partner in education - from the bus drivers to the tech dept to custodians to secretaries to EAs and so on. 6. Small Businesses. In our little towns, the school district is the number one employer. There is a direct cause-effect relationship between loss of wage and loss of business. 7. Money. The amount of money that is needed to reverse the erosion of the public education system over numerous years cannot be recouped in one sitting. This agreement is a start. It’s not much but the stage has been set. 8. THE COURT CASE. That is why we were on strike. All the other stuff could have been resolved months ago, but our government was working hard to make the court case go away. Well, it still exists. I consider that the victory. We live to fight another day (as rhetorical as that sounds) AND I hope people actually read the ruling and think critically about how a loss could impact the future of the Charter of Rights, and the power of government to contravene those rights. I am guessing we will vote to ratify as so many fear “what’s next?” from this government. It’s nasty business, and I think legislation would be next. VALUING PUBLIC EDUCATION needs to come from a STRONG, CONSISTENT public voice. If we do ratify the agreement, and those in the profession and public think we've given up, we have not. We’ve been fighting for years. We just haven’t been heard… until now. ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:21 AM I understand your point of view, but sometimes you have to fight to get what you want. This is a VERY bad deal, considering: Other people get on average 2.5% salary increases last year and this year and the next and the rest of us get 1% and must feel happy if we do.? (https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html) THIS DEAL is a horrendously BAD deal for kids/parents as well, of course. We are going to continue to be humiliated and be the laughing stock of many people of this province. After a decade of paycuts, WOW, this is what they are willing to offer! WOW! WOW! WOW!Delete Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:30 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Reply Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:37 PM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:08 PM Let's cross our fingers! I think we need a general strike by all unions if CC legislates teachers back. It is time to put the foot down and tell her and the Liberals that, as in the movie Network,"I am mad as hell and I won't take it anymore!"Delete Reply Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 8:26 PM Needs help on some stats for an online debate Looking for the last 10 or 15 years of contractual salary increases in %. So, 1% for 2001, 0% for 2002,...ReplyDelete Children FirstSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:00 PM Well it's all done now. Really hope the teacher's can find another angle to deal with class size and composition as well as student funding. The government will make sure the coming court case never swings your way no matter what. 2nd most expensive place to live in the the world!!! Wonder why and where the money goes??? ReplyDelete AnonSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 PM I'm an outsider, but have followed closely this whole fiasco and this is a RAW deal. Your union hung you out to dry on this one - taking a really bad deal (clearly no one from the BCTF had rudimentary math skills in their toolbox) and then publicly encouraging to the media that teachers accept the deal....what choice did you have - a no vote would have outraged the public. I could go on and on, but the bottom line, in my opinion, is that your union better get some stronger leaders who are PR and technology savvy. Out with Iker and the rest of those who bargained on your behalf - they just got ......well , we know that happened. Whew, can't even believe how screwed you got, absolutely amazing - nothing meaningful gained in the big picture and only very minor gains for a small group of people, bigger losses for the majority.. Wow - I better stop now. Best of luck. Thanks for all you do for our children. ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ▼  September (9) Reflections on the BC Teacher Strike BC Teacher strike - Lessons learned Response to Sandy Garossino Will the Education Fund improve classroom conditio... Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Class composition: a human rights perspective Class size and composition - a short visual histor... Guest post - I WILL HOLD THE LINE Teachers - let your leadership know it is time to ... ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2013/02/saying-it-like-it-is-exposing-premiers.html?showComment0751361861190737,Staffroom Confidential: Saying it like it is - Exposing the Premier's Technology Council on #bced Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Monday, February 25, 2013 Saying it like it is - Exposing the Premier's Technology Council on #bced What do teachers do? What should teachers do? Who should decide? These are some of the questions both posed and answered in the new BC Education Plan and now, thoughtfully examined, by Cory (Tobey) Steeves, a Vancouver teacher. Steeves' work is available online here: https://circle.ubc.ca/handle/2429/43675 In  (De/Re)-Constructing tachers and their work: A Discourse analysis of British Columbia's 21st-century policy, Steeves looks beyond the obvious to uncover some of the "problems" with 21st-century learning. His focus is on British Columbia, and he uses the Premier's Technology Council (PTC) report, A Vision for 21st Century Education as a basis for identifying underlying themes. In the process, he exposes aspects of the agenda to reformulate what teachers do and who controls what they do. Steeves situates his work in the company of other education theorists who have described the impacts of corporate education reform on what teachers do and who tells them what to do. He uses a discourse analysis to "problematize" these components of the 21st-century agenda. To do this, he looks at certain textual features of the report and identifies elements that match the "learnification" and "accountingization" of education. "Learnification" is a fancy word for reducing the process of education to just learning. This has the effect of simplifying all educational processes to a singular narrow focus - the outcome of what has been learned. Anyone living in our test obsessed culture can identify with this. For example, this can be teaching to the test so the student will do well on the test. But more generally, it is the process of narrowing not just the curriculum, but all aspects of eduacating, into only what is to be learned. Of course missing then is relationships and socializing, the role of teachers' professional judgement, and a role for society to articulate what education is and is for. "Accountingization" is also a fancy word more easily described: turning teaching into an activity whose every component part can be itemized, counted and judged. Similar to learnification, the net effect is to influence what teachers do (teach what can be counted) and how they do it (judge them on student test results). Using this conceptual framework, Steeves goes on to the look at the language used (or not used) in the PTC report. Steeves locates the document within a genre of "management talk" - a perfectly apt description.  By considering some of the language use, Steeves then goes on to identify "managerialist features" in the text, such as this one - a word cloud showing the use of modal verbs: As he articulates: "the overwhelming emphasis given to "will", "must", and "should" suggest a willingness to determine the roles and vlues of others." It is a bit of a tough read (I will candidly admit that anything with the word "discourse" in the title usually ends up back on the shelf in my household), but his conclusions and motivation made it worth the wade through some unfamiliar territory. I certainly agree that one aspect of the #bcedplan is that "transnational technology corporations become mingled with the values of teachers, and 'good teaching' is re-imagined as a vehicle for constructing a knowledge-based economy." I found the emphasis on teaching and teachers was a unique lens to approach this topic. While I typically start from the profit-making intent of technology companies and the incompatibility of this with genuine education (which I equate with human well being, first and foremost), Steeves looks at the same topic through the view of what teachers do and who tells them, and this is refreshing and important. To this end, despite our theoretical differences, I found myself hopeful that I was one of the "friends" in mind in his dedication: "I dedicate this work to the friends of the commons and the defenders of a more democratic otherwise: May it bring you tools for play-and battle." And since I haven't said it before, to all you readers, friends, fellow activists out there, that is my dedication too. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 10:35 AM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 6 comments: D. BjornsonFebruary 25, 2013 at 10:22 PM As I only have time to follow a few people on Twitter, I do value both your and Toby's commentary on the 21C Learning. Thank you both for educating and validating me, as I try to make sense of the apparent New World Order. Question: When will the lens of the PARENT be critically used to dissect 21C Learning? I was at the Vancouver Island Parent Conference this weekend and thought to ask Gabor Mate about his thoughts on the subject matter. If you are familiar with his work, as I am now becoming, it should not come to any surprise that he views any sort of learning that weakens a student's adult attachments as not one that should be promoted! He made it very clear that the move towards online learning will lead to increased peer attachment/weakened parent attachment. Coorporate profits and learnified classrooms aside, I do not want to send my kids to more screen time and less adult human interaction time,PERIOD! They are surrounded by their peers for enough hours of the day-- how are we to provide guidance and true life skills, if they are in cyberspace for over 8 hours a day? The BCED Plan has completely dropped the ball, in my opinion. Government had an opportunity to enhance the system-- instead, they decided to turn it on it's head. (Potentially, good news for Victoria district, though... It will have my 2 kids commuting from Langford each day to attend a high school that is Teacher-centred; should Royal Bay be the only option for French Immersion.)ReplyDelete Replies TobeyFebruary 25, 2013 at 11:04 PM Hi D. Bjornson, I absolutely agree that the role of the parent in 21CL policy is also worthy of analysis. In early drafts of my thesis I looked at constructions of teachers, parents, and students - but this was far too much for a MA thesis and my committee urged me to pick one construct to focus on. With that said, I can say that the PTC's doc constructs parents as rational consumers - shopping for learning like they might shop for a new TV, or a new condo. In addition, parents were constructed as paranoid, dependent on quantifications of their child's worth and relative competitiveness. Anyway, the parent angle is, again, well worth further analysis, and I do hope that others are encouraged to take up a ball and run.Delete Tara EhrckeFebruary 26, 2013 at 7:44 AM Hi Dana, Yes - I'd have to agree with Tobey above that the dominant role for parents in 21st CL is as "shoppers" for schools - hence the Fraser Institute reports, etc. This is particularly problematic as it has the effect of stratifying children based on socio-economic status. Just as private schools are only available to those who can afford them, so programs of choice are inhabited by the children of parents who stand in line, drive their kids across town, and otherwise have the "social capital" to end up savvy enough to live in the right community, seek out the programs and help their kids apply. There is a great article about this I've been meaning to send you by Alfie Kohn: It's called "Only for My Kid"... http://www.alfiekohn.org/teaching/ofmk.htmDelete Tara EhrckeFebruary 26, 2013 at 7:55 AM On the technology piece I totally agree. Interestingly, this relates to the class issue vis a vis parents. Dumbed down, online tech schools are basically for working class kids to do working class jobs. Same goes for kids who can "fill in the bubble". They don't need to be able to think, and if they can, that is just a threat to the social order. Have a look at New York schools - they have them all - tech free for the upper middle class creative types, high tech high for the high achieving upper middle class parents who want their kids to be engineers, career college type high schools for those in the middle, and blended/online learning factories for the poor. Interestingly, I don't think that private schools in BC will change much as a result of the #bcedplan, and no doubt that is where the Christy Clark's of the province will continue to have their children educated. Nope, the Royal Bays will be for the growing working class neighborhoods like Langford and the children who live there.Delete Reply AnonymousFebruary 25, 2013 at 10:46 PM It almost feels like we're living in a communist or fascist state, except that our BCed plan is not driven by ideology, but by corporate profits. ReplyDelete TobeyFebruary 25, 2013 at 10:56 PM Hi Tara, I'm very glad to hear you found my thesis worth the effort to "wade through some unfamiliar territory". I assume that if it were more familiar territory, maybe it would've taken less work to research + write. ;) The stress given to 'good teachers' and 'good teaching' in education policies was necessary for highlighting the importance of a democratic politics of authority. That is, if policies were enacted /with/ teachers - not /for/ or /on/ them - I assume that it would be possible to find a more cooperative way forward. Beyond this point, as you note, an underlying intention of the thesis is to offer "friends of the commons" with tools to be put into use. Simply put, my agenda here was to help fuel teachers' critical engagements with education policies. In this spirit, I hope that, in some small way, you are able to put it to work in your advocacy for public education in BC.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ▼  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ▼  February (3) Saying it like it is - Exposing the Premier's Tech... #c21summit13 - More 21st century learning inc. The most important "choice" - the neighborhood sch... ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=12618,BCTF News Releases  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources   For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development News Release Archives 2014  2013  2012    2011 2010  2009  2008 2007  2006  Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2007 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE June 19, 2007 BCTF holds Annual General Meeting  The BC Teachers’ Federation is winding up the school year by hosting its 91st Annual General Meeting, June 22–24, at the Fairmont Hotel Vancouver.  Delegates are responsible for setting BCTF policy and directions on a wide range of educational and social issues. The AGM will see the election of a new executive. Jinny Sims, who has served for the past three years, is not running, and so a new president will be elected. Most of the meeting is open to the media. A few resolutions will be discussed in closed session. Because of the large size of the meeting and the number of issues with which delegates must deal, times listed are approximate. Newsworthy events are as follows:   Friday, June 22 2:00 p.m. Opening session of the 91st AGM.  The keynote address from BCTF President Jinny Sims follows at approximately 2:45 p.m. 9:00 p.m. Report of BCTF Executive Director Ken Novakowski 9:20 p.m. Election statements by candidates for BCTF Executive Committee Saturday, June 23 7:30 p.m. Election of table officers (president, 1st vice-president, 2nd vice- president) Sunday, June 24 9:00 a.m. Election of members-at-large 12:30 p.m. Adjournment All highlighted events will be held in the British Columbia Ballroom of the Fairmont Hotel Vancouver, which will have a designated media area.  Press kits will be provided. -  30  - For more information, contact Yvonne Eamor, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell). Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=14688&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 20, Number 3, November/December 2007 The bravest woman in Afghanistan visits BC By Derrick OKeefe Malalai Joya, the outspoken 29-year-old elected politician and activist from Afghanistan, has just completed a whirlwind tour of British Columbia. Appearing at a number of rallies, meetings, and forums, Joya has spoken out strongly against what she views as a terribly wrong-headed policy that Canada and its NATO allies are following in Afghanistan. Elected from her home province of Farah to the new Afghan parliament in 2005, Malalai Joya has been the most vocal critic of the strong presence of warlords and war criminals who, according to Human Rights Watch, have a dominant presence in the parliament. Because Joya has denounced these known criminals, many of whom have been promoted to key posts in Hamid Karzais western-backed regime, she has been a constant target of these antidemocratic forces. Since coming to international attention in 2003, when she spoke out against the presence of warlords at the Constitutional Assembly, Joya has survived four assassination attempts, and lives in constant danger. Joya has continued to receive threats, and must live and travel clandestinely, using the burqa to hide her identity in addition to always being accompanied by bodyguards. Joya was the featured speaker at peace rallies in both Victoria and Vancouver on the weekend of October 2728, and she also spoke to audiences at the University of Victoria, the Vancouver Institute, Langara College, the University College of the Fraser Valley, Simon Fraser University, and at Thompson Rivers University in Kamloops. She addressed a number of union and community meetings, including a forum co-sponsored by the BCTF in Port Moody on October 29. Her Canadian tour continues in November, with stops in Toronto and Halifax, before she heads on to Finland. Prior to visiting Canada, Joya was in Germany and Italy, where she received numerous honours for her work on behalf of womens rights and democracy in her occupied country. Joya has also made clear that women have not achieved any substantial improvement in their conditions after more than six years of war. "In my crying Afghanistan, we have been pushed from the frying pan into the fire," Joya explains. "The West has put in power the Northern Alliance, who are every bit as dark-minded and antiwomen as the Taliban." Joya notes, for example, that rates of female suicide are as high as ever, and that the life expectancy of Afghan women is a mere 45 years. More than just enlightening Canadians about the realities of the war and about the unsavoury and corrupt government that NATO is currently backing, Joya has been inspiring people from all walks of life with her message and her courage. A typical response came my way from a UBC student who had heard Joya speak on his campus, "She made me cry, and to tell you the truth Im very worried about what may happen to her as I cant but think that she is an extremely important historical figure." UBC professor Dr. Michael Byers, head of the Liu Institute, described Joya as "the bravest person I have ever met." In May of this year, Joyas situation took a turn for the worse as she was suspended from parliament on the pretext that she had insulted the institution. Despite this, she continues to use any and all means to speak out against the warlords that dominate Afghanistans government. Despite living under constant physical threat, Joya shows no sign of being silenced. She explains, "They may kill me one day, but they cannot silence my voice. You can cut down the flower but you cannot stop the coming of the spring." She is fond of saying that "the silence of good people is worse than the actions of bad people," and it is clear that no menace or intimidation can silence Joya. Sadly, Canadas Conservative government has remained silent regarding the case of Malalai Joya, and this puts her at even greater risk. Joyas message stands in sharp contrast to the position of the Harper government, which claims that waging counter-insurgency war until 2011 and beyond will bring democracy, womens rights, and stability to Afghanistan. For her part, Joya urges, "If Canada cannot change its role in Afghanistan and stop following the wrong policy of the US, then it is better that you [the Canadian military mission] leave." Try as they might to ignore her, as more and more Canadians come to know the story of Malalai Joya, her plight and her struggle for justice will inspire many more good people to speak out and to take action for social change. Malalai Joyas tour of Canada has been organized by BC Labour Against War, in conjunction with the StopWar peace coalition in Vancouver. Fundraising has been an important goal of her visit, as Joya is a director of a non-governmental organization called Organization Promoting Afghan Womens Capabilites (OPAWC). All donations to this group go toward health and education projects in Afghanistan, as well as to covering the costs of Joyas personal security. Cheques can be made out to the Vancouver & District Labour Council and mailed to #20-1880 Triumph Street, Vancouver, BC, V5L 1K3. Please include a note indicating that the donation is for "Malalai Joya tour" or "OPAWC". Derrick OKeefe is the editor of www.rabble.ca and the co-chair of the Vancouver StopWar Coalition.)
(20141007,www.reddit.com,http://www.reddit.com/r/britishcolumbia/comments/2fq1x7/bc_teachers_strike_government_rejects_binding/,B.C. teachers' strike: government rejects binding arbitration - British Columbia : britishcolumbia jump to content my subreddits announcementsArtAskRedditaskscienceawwblogbookscreepydataisbeautifulDIYDocumentariesEarthPornexplainlikeimfiveFitnessfoodfunnyFuturologygadgetsgamingGetMotivatedgifshistoryIAmAInternetIsBeautifulJokesLifeProTipslistentothismildlyinterestingmoviesMusicnewsnosleepnottheonionOldSchoolCoolpersonalfinancephilosophyphotoshopbattlespicsscienceShowerthoughtsspacesportstelevisiontifutodayilearnedTwoXChromosomesUpliftingNewsvideosworldnewsWritingPromptsedit subscriptions front -all -random |  space -gifs -AskReddit -gadgets -Documentaries -explainlikeimfive -books -television -UpliftingNews -todayilearned -gaming -worldnews -Art -aww -Music -IAmA -WritingPrompts -personalfinance -philosophy -tifu -sports -movies -funny -history -OldSchoolCool -dataisbeautiful -EarthPorn -GetMotivated -LifeProTips -Jokes -videos -pics -nottheonion -Futurology -nosleep -listentothis -creepy -mildlyinteresting -science -askscience -TwoXChromosomes -Showerthoughts -Fitness -DIY -photoshopbattles -food -InternetIsBeautiful -newsmore » reddit.com britishcolumbia comments related other discussions (3) want to join? login or register in seconds| English limit my search to /r/britishcolumbia use the following search parameters to narrow your results: subreddit:subreddit find submissions in "subreddit" author:username find submissions by "username" site:example.com find submissions from "example.com" url:text search for "text" in url selftext:text search for "text" in self post contents self:yes (or self:no) include (or exclude) self posts nsfw:yes (or nsfw:no) include (or exclude) results marked as NSFW e.g. subreddit:aww site:imgur.com dog see the search faq for details. advanced search: by author, subreddit... this post was submitted on 07 Sep 2014 33 points (80% upvoted) shortlink: remember mereset password login Submit a new link Submit a new text post britishcolumbiasubscribeunsubscribe5,701 readers ~13 users here now News, and other content, relating to British Columbia, Canada. Related Reddits: r/vancouver r/squamish r/whistler r/pemberton r/victoriabc r/BowenIsland r/kootenays /r/princegeorge r/PacificNorthwest /r/meetupcanada /r/ocanada /r/peacecountry /r/fortstjohn /r/nanaimo Moderation: Minimal, deliberately. Just avoid spam, racial epithets, and death threats and we're good. a community for 5 years message the moderators MODERATORS mcantelon pertanaindustrial 32 33 34 B.C. teachers' strike: government rejects binding arbitration - British Columbia (cbc.ca) submitted 1 month ago by blazeofgloreee 69 comments sharecancel loading... all 69 comments sorted by: best best top new hot controversial old random [–]canadianpastafarian 25 points26 points27 points 1 month ago (47 children) Anyone who still thinks the BCTF is responsible for kids not being in school is now quite obviously dead wrong. Once we commit to binding arbitration, we know that we will likely get less than what we are asking for, but we are willing to agree to it anyway. The government is clearly not willing to give up control. They are also spending money hand over fist to try to convince the public that teachers are to blame. But you'd have to be a moron to continue to blame the teachers for the impasse now that the BCTF is taking the risky approach of advocating for binding arbitration. permalink [–]cdnav8r 17 points18 points19 points 1 month ago (2 children) As an ex-BC'r with absolutely zero skin in the game, and who generally isn't a big fan of unions, I completely agree. The arrogance of the government of BC regarding this whole deal is almost as amazing as the fact that people are duped by their shenanigans. Sorry, we don't have any money for your kids education, but here's $40 a day! ? No to binding arbitration (which almost always works in the governments favour)!? We've been told twice by the Supreme Court of BC that we are in the wrong, and bargained in bad faith, but we think they're (The Supreme Court and the BCTF) wrong, so we're going to stretch this out as long as possible . (hmm, I wonder why that is?) As an outsider who's just watching the show, it's sad and laughable at the same time. permalink parent [–]ApathyLincoln 2 points3 points4 points 29 days ago (0 children) Your third point is most likely why they turned down this suggestion. If you think everyone is wrong amd you are right, chances are that's not the case. There's no way an independent third party would look at those two court losses and decide to ignore it, like Fassbender/Clark want to. permalink parent [–]canadianpastafarian 5 points6 points7 points 29 days ago (0 children) As an insider, it is just tragic. I do appreciate your point of view. permalink parent [–]matty86 3 points4 points5 points 1 month ago (7 children) We? Are you a teacher? permalink parent [–]canadianpastafarian 6 points7 points8 points 1 month ago (6 children) Yes. I am a teacher. Does this make me automatically wrong? permalink parent [–]matty86 5 points6 points7 points 1 month ago (5 children) I didn't say that. Just asked the question. It's relevant if you are. permalink parent [–]canadianpastafarian 1 point2 points3 points 1 month ago (4 children) Fair enough. I am used to being told this. It is usually by people who insist they are taxpayers or parents or both. I wasn't too worried about the prospect of this fact making me wrong by default. permalink parent [–]MockMeForKarma 4 points5 points6 points 29 days ago (1 child) Aren't teachers taxpayers too? permalink parent [–]canadianpastafarian 2 points3 points4 points 29 days ago (0 children) Yes, of course we are, but the people that lecture me never seem to think of this. permalink parent [–]gilbertsmith 1 point2 points3 points 29 days ago (1 child) I support teachers. Partly because I'm tired of dealing with idiots getting pushed through these high school diploma mills, who can't spell or even give me correct change without using a calculator. But mostly because I think the people I'm trusting with my child's future success in life should probably be fairly compensated for their efforts. permalink parent [–]canadianpastafarian 0 points1 point2 points 28 days ago (0 children) Sounds like common sense to me. permalink parent [–]slasher372 1 point2 points3 points 29 days ago (21 children) Although the reddit users are more on the side of the teachers, the voting public gave this government its mandate. The govt obviously feels that meeting in the middle is still not where it needs to be. The approach of the govt is in no way out of line with what you would expect, and another liberal govt in the future still seems more likely than not, so I would say that there is a significant part of the population that agree with the government's current position. My two cents, I think teachers should be an essential service, and their job action should be to eliminate after school activities and such. I believe class size and composition are important issues, and should be decided at the balot box. permalink parent [–]canadianpastafarian 12 points13 points14 points 29 days ago (15 children) And the BC Supreme Court has made it clear that the government's actions have been unlawful. Twice. permalink parent [–]slasher372 4 points5 points6 points 29 days ago (14 children) That may be so, but court rulings have nothing to do with public opinion, nor are they necessarily a final word on the subject. An elected govt could draft new legislation that could pass the supreme courts. My point is simply that not all of the people are on the side of the teachers regardless of the overwhelming support on reddit. Teaching is a decent job, and many believe it is already fairly compensated. We only have so much money to spend, and there are other important expenditures such as health care, infrastructure, emergency services, etc, and I believe the government is saying that this is all we have to spend on education right now. I believe a major increase in spending to meet the class size levels should be an election issue, let the people vote on that issue, let it not be a part of a labour dispute. permalink parent [–]canadianpastafarian 1 point2 points3 points 29 days ago (10 children) What you don't seem to understand is that we are only seeking the government to agree to the class size and composition limits in the LEGALLY BINDING AGREEMENT THAT THEY ALREADY SIGNED. If it cost too much money then they shouldn't have signed a legally binding contract agreeing to those limits. permalink parent [–]EastVan66 1 point2 points3 points 29 days ago (9 children) The NDP signed that contract. There's no reason we should be beholden to some deal a single government signed until the end of time. permalink parent [–]canadianpastafarian -3 points-2 points-1 points 29 days ago (8 children) That is a lie. It was the BC Liberals with Christy Clark as Education Minister. It happened in 2002. The Liberals got in in 2001. How much are they paying you to repeat that lie over and over again? I'd post a link but you obviously don't care about the truth. permalink parent [–]EastVan66 0 points1 point2 points 29 days ago (4 children) The deal guaranteeing class size was signed in 1998 with the NDP. WTF are you talking about? permalink parent [–]canadianpastafarian -3 points-2 points-1 points 29 days ago (3 children) How much are you paid to lie? permalink parent [–]alphagardenflamingo 2 points3 points4 points 29 days ago (2 children) He is not lying. The deal was signed in 1998. Christy Clark was the Education Minister at the time that it was ripped up, not at the time that it was signed. Still does not make it right though. permalink parent continue this thread [–]BarkingOven 1 point2 points3 points 28 days ago (2 children) You can read the timeline on the bc teacher federations website. You are so ignorant of the truth I can't even... just.. wtf is wrong with you. http://bctf.ca/local69/contract/sectionApps.pdf From the pdf... spelling mistakes included And I Quote: PLEASE NOTE: STRIKTHROUGH TEXT DESIGNATES LANGUAGE WHICH HAS BEEN STRUCK FROM THE COLLECTIVE AGREEMENT BY BILLS 27 & 28 IN JANUARY 2002. Struck through text: APPENDIX C MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT K - 3 PRIMARY CLASS SIZE This Memorandum of Agreement is appended to and will be signed off as part of the Agreement in Committee between the British Columbia Teachers’ Federation and the Government of British Columbia entered into on 17th day of April, 1998. permalink parent [–]canadianpastafarian -1 points0 points1 point 28 days ago (1 child) Yes. And the BC Liberals signed ANOTHER legally binding agreement in 2002. The government illegally legislated the CS & C language out of the contract AFTER THEY SIGNED. IF I am so obviously wrong, then why has the BC Supreme Court backed the teachers twice? permalink parent [–]BarkingOven 0 points1 point2 points 28 days ago (0 children) What agreement was signed in 2002? Where is the text of this agreement? What was it called? What day and month was it signed. You won't find it because nothing was signed in 2002. permalink parent [–]cdnav8r 1 point2 points3 points 29 days ago (2 children) The Liberal Government tried twice to pass legislation that the BC supreme court found unconstitutional. The judge also sided with union lawyers that the Liberal Government was trying to goad the teachers into a strike to win public support for the bill. In other words, they were playing politics with children's education. permalink parent [–]slasher372 1 point2 points3 points 28 days ago (1 child) Courts dont always follow public opinion. Im saying that a significant amount of the population dont support the teachers unions and the frequent strikes. What decisions the supreme court has come to in the past has no relevance on that. Also, "playing politics with children's education" sounds like the Helen Lovejoy argument from the Simpsons of "wont somebody think of the children?" How are people supposed to respond to that. I can only speak from my own experience in school, but I remember watching a lot of movies, seeing a tonne of outdated videos about nothing, trips to the auditorium for no reason. And once I got into high school, and later my experience in University, almost nothing of practical use was taught. Obviously there is value in education, and our is still top notch, but there is a lot of filler in there that makes me feel like the kids will be fine in the long run regardless. permalink parent [–]cdnav8r -1 points0 points1 point 28 days ago (0 children) Regardless of your own personal poll on the BC public's opinion on their public sector unions, no elected government can enact new legislation that goes against the Constitution as you suggested here: An elected govt could draft new legislation that could pass the supreme courts. That's what the Constitution is for; and, for the record, the Liberal government of BC seems very good at tabling unconstitutional legislation1,2,3 (one must wonder what all those court fees end up costing taxpayers). As a Simpsons fan myself, I dig the Helen Lovejoy reference, but I'm not sure being a pawn in someone's political games is akin to the kids maybe seeing some naked art. As for the value of education, that's a whole other debate. If the kids of BC are to be educated though, trying to break the teachers that do it in an unconstitutional manner probably isn't the way to go about it. permalink parent [–]hafilax 5 points6 points7 points 29 days ago (4 children) What was the BC Liberal education platform? My recollection was that they were rather vague on the subject. My interpretation of the last election is that they won for not-being-the-NPD who were projected to win going in. The Liberals shocked a lot of people with the upset so I'm not sure that it's as strong of a mandate as a majority victory may sound. permalink parent [–]canadianpastafarian 3 points4 points5 points 29 days ago (2 children) Labour peace was part of the platform. Guess how that turned out. Also "Families first." permalink parent [–][deleted] 29 days ago (1 child) [deleted] [–]canadianpastafarian 3 points4 points5 points 29 days ago (0 children) Hasn't really gone well for anyone has it. We need to turf the libs out of office. permalink [–]Mainstream_Saboteur -2 points-1 points0 points 29 days ago (0 children) They're trying to get rid of the teachers and hire industry to teach public school. Can't find my link, google bc jobs blueprint. permalink parent [–]EastVan66 -4 points-3 points-2 points 29 days ago (13 children) Well... the teachers are striking and could go back to work tomorrow. I'm not saying they are wrong to be on strike, but your first sentence is incorrect. The government already indicated they wouldn't accept binding arbitration. This is just a PR move by the BCTF. permalink parent [–]canadianpastafarian -1 points0 points1 point 29 days ago (12 children) Believe whatever you want to believe. Facts obviously are unable to penetrate your stupidity. permalink parent [–]matty86 0 points1 point2 points 29 days ago (0 children) Wow. Way to be rational and mature. permalink parent [–]EastVan66 0 points1 point2 points 29 days ago (10 children) You're saying teachers could not go back to work while the negotiating continues? That's a lie. permalink parent [–]canadianpastafarian 0 points1 point2 points 29 days ago (9 children) You clearly don't understand how negotiating works. I am done with trolls like you. permalink parent [–]BarkingOven 4 points5 points6 points 29 days ago (8 children) You keep calling people who disagree with you trolls and I don't think you know what that word means. permalink parent [–]canadianpastafarian -3 points-2 points-1 points 29 days ago (7 children) No I keep calling idiots who lie in comments trolls and I do know what it means. permalink parent [–]EastVan66 0 points1 point2 points 29 days ago (6 children) Please feel free to point out my lies with references. permalink parent [–]canadianpastafarian -3 points-2 points-1 points 29 days ago (5 children) I have already done that in other threads. You clearly do not care. Edit: BTW, did you even notice that you switched accounts? permalink parent [–]BarkingOven 1 point2 points3 points 29 days ago (0 children) You should let Reddit know we're the same person... but then they'll tell you that we're not so there's that... permalink parent [–]EastVan66 -2 points-1 points0 points 29 days ago (1 child) LOL you think I'm using 2 accounts? Maybe that's why you're so confused. Conspiracy much? permalink parent continue this thread [–]EastVan66 -1 points0 points1 point 29 days ago (1 child) So again, please show my lies and reference your truths. permalink parent continue this thread [–]bloofa 5 points6 points7 points 29 days ago (0 children) Well, it's a bit of a stretch to say the BCTF actually proposed full binding arbitration. The fact that they refused to put their proposal in writing makes it look more likely that it was aimed at providing some fodder for the weekend media coverage. permalink [–]DarthHarper 6 points7 points8 points 29 days ago (0 children) The dominate neo-liberal model says everything on the planet must be commodified and unions or any form of labour organization must be crushed. They have more or less completed their mission in the US. Canada is one of the corporate worlds last major challenges. If they can take down the teachers, the rest will fall and we will have a minimum wage economy just like the Americans. Probably inevitable given that we have been in overshoot for sometime. permalink [–]GrammerPants -1 points0 points1 point 29 days ago (8 children) Good! We (parents) don't want to go through this again and again and again. Arbitration is a short term solution. permalink [–]theEugoogalizer 11 points12 points13 points 29 days ago (4 children) That's absurd. There is no long term solution for the BCTF, right now. They're getting hosed; they're not going to agree to get hosed for the next decade. The most likely scenario is a a settlement that takes them past the 2017 election so they can negotiate with a new government. Christy Clarke will want the contract to expire after the election, the BCTF will want this exact situation to be happening in the months leading to the election when the Liberals can't afford the bad press. Ultimately, she'll get her way and the BCTF will pray for the NDP to win. I'm far from a BCTF supporter, but this government doesn't care about a long-term solution. They care about 2017. They think people will forget about this mess. permalink parent [–]GrammerPants -2 points-1 points0 points 29 days ago (3 children) Lots of liberal supporters are happy about what is happening with this teacher mess. The NDP will likely never form another government unless they make drastic changes to their platforms. Which at that point they will basically be the liberal government. permalink parent [–]theEugoogalizer 1 point2 points3 points 29 days ago (1 child) That's scary. I've never met somebody who openly supported the loxkout /strike situation. I've met apathetic people, I've met BCTF haters and BCTF supporters. permalink parent [–]Mainstream_Saboteur 0 points1 point2 points 29 days ago (0 children) Digital Influencers, they don't feel this way in real time. permalink parent [–]canadianpastafarian -2 points-1 points0 points 29 days ago (0 children) The NDP could easily form the govt. Especially after the BC liberal fiascos we have been witnessing in this term. It will be surprising if the NDP blow it again. permalink parent [–]canadianpastafarian 5 points6 points7 points 29 days ago (2 children) For the next election, I think the NDP should campaign on the promise of bringing in binding arbitration permanently between the govt. and the BCTF. I grew up in Manitoba where binding arbitration is enshrined in law and they haven't had a teachers' strike for 40 or 50 years. I hated it as a kid. Speaking of that, the NDP actually campaigning would be a good idea. permalink parent [–]CallmeishmaelSancho 1 point2 points3 points 29 days ago (1 child) Thanks. Manitoba is a perfect example of NDP economic leadership. http://www.winnipegsun.com/2013/09/17/manitoba-economy-falls-behind permalink parent [–]canadianpastafarian 0 points1 point2 points 29 days ago (0 children) I'm not suggesting the NDP are great, I am really only speaking of binding arbitration which is a much better system than what we've got going on. In the last election, the BC NDP lost a 20 point lead in the polls due to a pathetic campaign. permalink parent [–]zeerah 2 points3 points4 points 29 days ago (0 children) Both sides are shitty. BCTF has been screwing this up for awhile -- asking for Vince Ready to mediate, but not checking if he was available or even knowing where he was probably was a dumb move. Meanwhile, Mark Brown, the current mediator at the time, of course feels slighted at the BCTF requesting someone else, so he steps down. The next day, Vince Ready declines the offer and now both sides are without a mediator. June 20th (Mark steps down) to Aug 25th the TF and the gov had 2 meetings, and one was just a joint statement agreeing to a new mediator, justice Kelleher, but surprise he doesn't want anything to do with the situation because the TF has already slagged one mediator, he 'quits' with a mediation not ready for this time. BCTF telling members to expect a signing bonus and that it would cover some of the back pay, well that was a bad idea too because guess what the very first thing the gov wanted to nix from the proposal. This slagging in the media between Jim Iker and Peter Fassbender is mental, all it does is piss off both sides and make for an even worse bargaining session. Pulling the NDP into it probably also didn't help. The union and the province met face to face about 5 times between July and Aug 31st. That right there tells me both sides are not acting in good faith to the taxpayers or students. When they finally did meet up with Vince Ready -- HE walks out of the meeting. GG. Both sides. In short, BCTF needs new leadership, BC probably needs new leadership, but we voted ourselves into this place, and we're stuck till 2017, if the NDP can somehow rebuild the party permalink [+]Canadianfishermen comment score below threshold-33 points-32 points-31 points 1 month ago (8 children) yeah this way you will get one back rub per month instead of two. no wonder the govt wont allow it. ZERO back rubs is the appropriate number. really is there any reason to have teachers any more? could the entire education system be revamped to online modules and replace the teachers with child care? then children can learn at their own pace. just a decade ago grade 10 was all that was needed. now Ontario has grade 13 for the same education. permalink [–]canadianpastafarian 13 points14 points15 points 29 days ago (2 children) The massage thing was false information. We are not asking for this. You should check before making idiotic comments. permalink parent [–]spiro3 10 points11 points12 points 29 days ago (1 child) really is there any reason to have teachers any more? could the entire education system be revamped to online modules and replace the teachers with child care? Why even engage this troll? permalink parent [–]canadianpastafarian 5 points6 points7 points 29 days ago (0 children) Good call. Not sure why I did. Perhaps for the others that will read his comment, not check its validity and spread the misinformation even further. permalink parent [–]hairsprayking 11 points12 points13 points 1 month ago (1 child) Do you own some kind of straw-man factory? permalink parent [–]Ialmostthewholepost 2 points3 points4 points 29 days ago (0 children) He does. It's very fancy, and looks to be made of some transparent and smooth material. Could it be a glass house? permalink parent [–]theEugoogalizer 5 points6 points7 points 29 days ago (0 children) It's sad that you don't seem to value education. We provide more school because school is important to our social and economic success as a region and as a nation. Did you ever think that there might be a correlation between your inability to punctuate a sentence and you dismissive stance on education? permalink parent [–]blazeofgloreee[S] 8 points9 points10 points 29 days ago (0 children) This may be the worst post I've ever seen. permalink parent [–]CallmeishmaelSancho -2 points-1 points0 points 29 days ago (0 children) This is really a pro BCTF subreddit so criticism of the BCTF is not allowed. Zero back rubs for you. permalink parent about blog about team source code advertise jobs help wiki FAQ reddiquette rules contact us tools mobile firefox extension chrome extension buttons widget <3 reddit gold store redditgifts reddit AMA app reddit.tv radio reddit Use of this site constitutes acceptance of our User Agreement and Privacy Policy. © 2014 reddit inc. All rights reserved. REDDIT and the ALIEN Logo are registered trademarks of reddit inc. close this window you'll need to login or register to do that create a new account all it takes is a username and password privacy philosophy we limit data collected about you and your use of the platform, your personal information is never for sale, we use and disclose information to prevent people from abusing the platform, but we never disclose it for any other reason unless required by law. for more information, see our privacy policy. username:try anotheravailable! account recovery email:  (optional)we only send email at your request password: verify password: remember me create account is it really that easy? only one way to find out... login already have an account and just want to login? username: password: remember me recover password login close this window interface language English [en]العربية [ar]Беларуская мова [be]български език [bg]Bosanski [bs]català [ca]česky [cs]dansk [da]Deutsch [de]Ελληνικά [el]English (Australia) [en-au]English (Canadian) [en-ca]English (Great Britain) [en-gb]English [en-us]Esperanto [eo]español [es]español [es-ar]eesti keel [et]Euskara [eu]فارسی [fa]suomi [fi]français [fr]Gàidhlig [gd]עברית [he]मानक हिन्दी [hi]hrvatski [hr]Magyar [hu]Հայերեն լեզու [hy]Bahasa Indonesia [id]íslenska [is] (*)italiano (Italy) [it]日本語 [ja]ಕನ್ನಡ [kn_IN]한국어 [ko]Latin [la]1337 [leet]LOL [lol]lietuvių kalba [lt]latviešu valoda [lv]Nederlands [nl]Nynorsk [nn]Norsk [no]Arrrrrrrr! [pir]polski [pl]português [pt] (*)português [pt-pt]português brasileiro [pt_BR]română [ro]русский [ru]slovenčina [sk]slovenščina [sl]српски језик [sr]Srpski [sr-la]Svenska [sv]தமிழ் [ta]ภาษาไทย [th]Türkçe [tr]українська мова [uk]Tiếng Việt [vi]中文 [zh] (*) incomplete volunteer to translate π Rendered by PID 21162 on app-228 at 2014-10-07 19:38:59.569861+00:00 running 143b6e5 country code: US.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=16794,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2008 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 2, October 2008  Members speak out on FSAs — Hung up on high-stakes testing By Susan Lambert We love teaching. We love the kids and the crazy things they say and do. I chuckled each time a student came into the library and asked, “Do you have any good books here?” or the Kindergarten child who asked his teacher why he wasn’t out working? The kids are our joy and passion. But lately we’ve been inundated with everything from faddish policy initiatives to the relentless demands of the high-stakes achievement agenda. The endless stream of directives is drowning us. We no longer have the time to be the reflective practitioners we yearn to be. In fact, with provincial tests driving both the endless data-gathering and mandating an ever-narrower and more superficial curriculum, we find that this government does not want teachers as autonomous professionals thinking too much about how they teach and how to tailor instruction to individual students. In fact, it seems as though, they prefer us to standardize our methodology as well as our curriculum. That’s what it seems “best practice” is all about. Finding the one superlative instructional program that we all can copy. Since when is instructional methodology not situational—not in tune with different learning styles, and the intellectual and physical challenges each child brings to the teaching-learning partnership? The FSAs would simply be another innocuous series of tests for a few grades if they didn’t drive the agenda of standardization and if standardization didn’t in turn drive the pursuit of private education alternatives. What the FSAs do, through the Fraser Institute’s rankings and the dumbing-down of the curriculum—an inevitable result of the competition for marks—is undermine the public’s confidence in public education. The testing/achievement agenda is an intentional and conscious effort to drive parents away from public schools into private schools, and that’s why they must be stopped. “While the Fraser Institute claims that it publishes the rankings of public schools so that parents can make an informed decision about where they send their children to school, these rankings are intended to create dissatisfaction with public schools. They are aimed at showing that private schools consistently rank toward the top of the 10-point scale and that public schools rank from the top all the way to the bottom. The ultimate aim of the Fraser Institute’s school rankings is not to encourage choice among public schools, but to establish dissatisfaction with public schools in general.” – Charles Bingham, “The True Purpose of School Rankings.” (See page 7.) On a recent tour of California schools, we were shocked that children are tested in every grade for hours on end (Kindergarten children undergo 90 hours of testing annually, some up to 1 to 11/2 hours long). Schools, known as program improvement schools because they have failed the tests, devote 90% of instructional time to improving numeracy and literacy scores. There is no prep time. Lessons are scripted and teachers are expected to adhere faithfully to the script. In Bellevue, Washington, a few kilometres south of our border, teachers went out on strike this September. A key aspect of the strike was their resistance to the prescribed district curriculum that was posted on the web daily and that all teachers were expected to follow to the letter. Teachers in England are also challenging the testing agenda and chaos has ensued around the flawed marking process this year. Here in BC, we see the proliferation of district- and school-based testing, school and district achievement contracts that are the same the province over, a tighter integration between the FSA scores and classroom evaluation and report cards, and the four provincial Superintendents of Achievement whose job it is to insure that accountability contracts are implemented. Grade 10 teachers mourn the lessons and units they lost when Grade 10 exams where mandated. Grades 4 and 7 teachers feel inordinately responsible for the rank their schools achieve. Kindergarten teachers are watching the primary program, with its cornerstone of developmentally appropriate instruction and the critical role of play in that development, eroding with the endless requirements for intervention, “readiness” skills training, data-gathering, and risk assessment testing for five-year-olds. Principals are held to account if their schools scores drop. In my previous school, when our scores dropped due to an influx of ESL students and the simultaneous tightening of the criteria for excusing children, my principal held “brain breakfasts” on the days of the FSA tests. We are at a crossroads. We have repeatedly asked the minister to administer the FSAs on a random sample basis and she has repeatedly refused. As the professionals responsible for the system, we now must ask ourselves if we want to walk down the road to narrow, superficial curriculum, scripted lessons, and the de-professionalization of teaching? Do we see education as a text to be delivered? Or, do we see education as an infinitely precious collaboration between the student and the teacher—a collaboration that requires, on the part of the teacher, a huge degree of professional skill and the autonomy to design instruction to meet the precise educational needs of each and every unique child? We have always stood for a quality public education system. We know the critical role education plays in building a just and equitable society. We have worked to make sure that public education in BC is academically rigorous with a broad and deep curriculum. We have worked to make sure that every child in BC gets an education program designed for her or his individual needs. We cannot stand idly by and watch that system crumble under the weight of an ideological policy agenda that seeks privatization as an alternative to funding the public system. I know that, together, we can. Susan Lambert is the BCTF's first vice-president. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media jthornthwaite last tweet "Please join me in recognizing the vital work foster families do for B.C. kids http://t.co/bdYy1yh9Jc #FosterFamilyMonth #northvan #bcpoli" @jthornthwaite - 10:56pm Follow @jthornthwaite BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/PEA-Newsletter.aspx?id=29509,BCTF > Public Education Advocates Newsletter #4, March 14, 2013  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development PEA newsletter archives 2013-14  2012-13  2011-12    2010-11  2009-10    Home > Publications > Newsletters and Alerts > Public Ed. Advocates Newsletter > 2012-13 Archives Public Education Advocates Newsletter March 14, 2013, Issue #4 The numbers tell the story  The BCTF is seeking restoration of stripped class-size and composition provisions Teachers speak! Adult education programs: An essential element of a poverty reduction strategy BC Budget 2013 offers no help for cash-starved school system  Better Schools for BC—A BCTF plan for quality public education Are you on the voters’ list? What can you do?   The numbers tell the story Just released, this easy-to-read pamphlet clearly illustrates the decline in government support for public education over the past decade. Facts and trends gathered from Statistics Canada and other reliable sources highlight the loss of teachers and specialists, the worsening student-educator ratio, and the increased numbers of students with special needs. According to Statistics Canada, who regularly report comparisons between the provinces on a number of education measures, BC is last on seven key measures including the following: BC has the lowest per-student funding in Canada—almost $1,000 per student below the national average. BC has the worst student-educator ratio in Canada. This means there are more students per teacher than anywhere else in the country. While public school enrolment declined across Canada, only BC cut teaching positions. All other provinces hired more teachers and invested more in public education. BC students and parents deserve a plan of action to start moving BC back up to the national average in terms of education funding. Children who began Kindergarten in 2002 now have gone through their entire school careers in larger classes, with less support for special needs, and with fewer counsellors, librarians, and other specialist teachers to help them along the way. The BCTF is seeking restoration of stripped class-size and composition provisions  Despite a court decision in April 2011 ruling the 2002 Liberal legislation taking away guaranteed support levels was unconstitutional, the government has continued to drag its heels and has not addressed the situation. BCTF President Susan Lambert stated “Given the ruling, we believed that we had regained the right to bargain class size, class composition, and the provision of services by specialist teachers, and thereby drive much-needed funding back into our public school system. But government refused to recognize the decision and yet another year of cuts has further eroded the quality of services to students.” The BCTF will be back in court this fall. More information here. Teachers speak!   A new BCTF TV ad has teachers speaking out about the loss of specialist teachers and calls on BC voters to vote for change, to elect a government that will give kids the education they deserve. It can be viewed on the Better Schools for BC website (click on Teachers Speak), and on our YouTube channel. Adult education programs: An essential element of a poverty reduction strategy  An article by Margaret White, BCTF researcher, in the January issue of Teacher newsmagazine describes barriers that make it difficult for low-income adults to complete high school requirements, from the perspective of adult educators. Much concern was expressed about how underfunding and the loss of self-paced programs will impact the most vulnerable of adult students. More needs to be done to identify and address barriers that prevent young adults from attending and completing adult education courses, especially young adults living in rural areas, who are Aboriginal, and immigrants from countries of origin with low graduation rates. A more detailed BCTF Research Report and full list of references are available at here. BC Budget 2013 offers no help for cash-starved school system With the education budget frozen for another three years, BC schools will get no relief from chronic underfunding. Once again this year, block funding for public education is flat at $4.7 billion even as costs rise significantly across the system.  For the past school year, the BC School Trustees have sharply criticized the Education Minister, Don McRae for failing to provide predictable and adequate funding to school districts. Once again, teachers and support workers will be facing lay-offs, reduction in work hours and school closures. Read more here. The only new proposal is $1 million for the School Fruit and Vegetable Nutritional Program, which will now include provision of “local milk” to schools. “That’s cold comfort for students who are hungry for change,” said Glen Hansman, second vice-president of the BC Teachers’ Federation. At present, 119,000 BC children are growing up in poverty. Since last spring the Clark government has been touting its Learning Improvement Fund (LIF), which is supposed to provide additional services to students with special needs. The budget document, which is essentially a reannouncement of the LIF, states that the fund has been used to hire 500 more teachers, but the BCTF has seen no corresponding increase in the teaching force.   Despite all the government hype about education reform, there is no money in the budget for any new initiatives, such as much-needed enhancements to Aboriginal education, or trades and technology in schools. The flat-lined budget also fails to acknowledge that teachers are currently in negotiations for a new collective agreement. “We’re looking for a fair deal for teachers and better support for kids,” Hansman said. “Teachers have won their rights once again to bargain class size and class composition, and government needs to be prepared to deal with these issues at the table, and bring the resources necessary to do so.”   Better Schools for BC—A BCTF plan for quality public education  As British Columbians, we are in a period of political transition. As teachers, we are faced with an accelerating pace of social, educational, and technological change. At the same time, our values for public education remain timeless. Better Schools for BC is a foundation document that articulates our vision and values for public education, as well as practical strategies for improvement. Are you on the voters’ list?  Elections BC is currently updating the voters’ list for the May 14 Provincial Election. Notices confirming voter information are being sent to home addresses, check it to ensure it is correct. If there are corrections to be made, click here. What can you do?    Visit First Call, BC’s Child and Youth Advocacy Coalition and join the conversation. Send a message to this government making it clear the Liberal education policy is not working in the best interests of the people of BC. Write your MLA or your school board chair. Speak out for an increased investment in public schools.   Ask others to join our Public Education Advocacy e-mail list to read about the issues and get involved. Check out our Facebook page and become a friend. Join us on Twitter.  Visit our new site Better Schools BC  for a close look at the BCTF plan for quality public education. Email Facebook Twitter Friend of public education? Join our e-mail list to read about the issues and get involved. About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=24158&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > October 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 2, October 2011   Local bargaining is not a new creation Kamloops-North Thompson  By David Komljenovic  History teaches everything including the future – Lamartine The shift to provincial bargaining in 1994 is a problem for addressing issues at local tables. While many matters remain that needed local solutions, the focus on the provincial table had dampened interest and capability in doing this. Despite this, the local and board in the Kamloops–Thompson district have had some success in using varying aspects of local bargaining to achieve agreement on a number of items. Over the past 16 years, through the terms of seven presidents, we have achieved agreement on everything from partial medical leaves, general leaves, post-and-fill and job sharing language to an evaluation procedure for TTOCs. While these methods have achieved some success, it should be noted that they have resulted in a complicated procedure. This begged a provincial response to the lack of a coherent local bargaining process that we are now engaged in implementing. Four methods that were used to achieve agreement on outstanding matters included the following: local bargaining pursuant to Appendix 2 (local items) of Letter of Understanding No. 1 mid-contract modification process with approval from BCTF and BCPSEA grievance process local agreements on matters in Appendix 1 (provincial items) of Letter of Understanding No. 1. Here is a review of various past agreements that were reached after local bargaining ended in 1994 and before an increased activity of bargaining local agreements in 2004. 1. Term Certain/Temporary Appointments—1994  Subsequent to negotiating a clause that would convert teachers to continuing term certain appointments with full recall rights based on seniority, the local union raised a grievance around the interpretation of this language. This new language was inconsistent with another newly negotiated clause in the contract that gave a TTOC who served in a position for two continuous months a temporary contract. A temporary contract does not have the same recognition as a continuing contract. After months of grievance meetings, the parties came to an agreement that resulted in a Letter of Understanding. The parties agreed that the TTOCs who completed two months of continuous service in one position would be granted a retroactive continuing term certain contract for that position and be given recall status. Further, that position would be posted automatically. 2. Amalgamation: Red Circling Rights for North Thompson Teachers—1997  After the provincial government amalgamated the Kamloops School Board and the North Thompson School Board, the local unions met to discuss merging rights for teachers in the North Thompson into the Kamloops collective agreement. Agreement was reached in 1997 between the parties, which saw North Thompson teachers included in the Kamloops collective agreement and retain superior rights around salary, paid discretionary leave, funding for individual professional development, isolation and department allowances, and elementary preparation time. It also provided a process for merging seniority of North Thompson teachers into the entire seniority list. 3. Part-time Teacher Employment Rights—Elimination of Hiring Bands  The collective agreement divided teachers into three hiring bands depending on their full-time equivalent (FTE) status. Teachers who were less than half-time, between half-time and full-time, and full-time accumulated seniority in each or more than one band depending on whether they held a position in that band. The problem was that it created artificial lines and when teachers were recalled to a position, it was based not only on their seniority and qualifications but also their hiring band. The parties met to resolve this matter as it was of mutual interest. In 2004, the parties reached an agreement and the matter was taken to the KTTA AGM for approval of the membership. The local agreement came into force, although BCTF and BCPSEA did not give formal approval. The last agreement noted was of great significance as it demonstrated a formal local bargaining approach to what existed in Appendix 1 of Letter of Understanding No. 1 (provincial items) that eventually was implemented into the collective agreement through the MCM process. The legal effect of the agreement was that both parties agreed to a practice in writing that was contrary to the collective agreement and, despite BCPSEA’s objections, estopped both parties from varying the practice until the next round of bargaining. In 2006–07, the parties engaged in bargaining of “local” items in LOU #1: “Split of Issues” resulted in negotiated provisions around unpaid leaves, personnel file, district professional development committee, joint labour liaison committee, and staff meetings. The process of mid-contract modifications in 2009 resulted in more negotiated provisions around job sharing, post-and-fill around unpaid leaves, and elimination of bands (enshrining the local agreement into the collective agreement). More recently, the local has altered the collective agreement in a number of other areas including evaluation of TTOCs, elementary preparation time, and union raising items at public board meetings through methods other than formal bargaining. Here are some of the more significant provisions negotiated for the membership: • Teacher Teaching on Call Evaluation Process  A TTOC was investigated for neglecting her/his professional duties. After investigating the complaint, the district noted that the TTOC did not neglect her/his professional duties but that there were “significant concerns about… performance as a teacher and the quality of instruction.” A letter of direction was issued to the TTOC. The KTTA filed a grievance citing the evaluation clause that states: “Formal reports resulting from such evaluation of the learning situation under a teacher’s charge shall be provided…for teachers for whom there are significant concerns about their ability to establish a satisfactory learning environment.” The grievance noted that the proper action to take when there are significant concerns is to conduct a formal evaluation of the TTOC. The board attempted to dispute the grievance but was unable to when its own handbook given to TTOCs noted that the evaluations or a TTOC are conducted in accordance with the article regarding teacher evaluations. The board wrote the TTOC a letter noting that it would be conducting an evaluation upon successfully negotiating an agreement with the KTTA. The KTTA tabled language first and used the existing structure for evaluations of classroom teachers with some changes specific to TTOCs. Further, there were greater protections for TTOCs as considerations had to be made for length of the assignment, the classroom composition, and environment, etc. • Union presentations at public board meetings  The KTTA, along with any member of the public, had been able to speak at public board meetings since the 1970s. Gradually, the abilty to publically comment on board decisions started to erode. In 2004, the local was barred from speaking at public board meetings because the presidents of the respective K–12 unions had criticized the board for giving raises to senior administration at a time when their members were facing layoffs and schools were closing. They had launched a campaign including a membership wide non-confidence vote in the board (whereby 93% of members voted in favour). These measures were unsuccessful. In 2006–07, the local tabled language that would grant the right to speak at public board meetings, noting that it was a constitutional right. The negotiations were unsuccessful so a grievance was filed citing a violation of the Charter of Rights and Freedoms. The arbitration was scheduled for October 2008, a month prior to elections for board trustees. In the time preceding the arbitration, the news had taken an interest in the item and the board was portrayed in a poor light—permitting other groups to speak at board meetings but not the union representatives. The perfect storm was developing for the board. At the outset of the arbitration process, the parties agreed to a settlement that permitted the union representatives to speak at public board meetings under the agenda item for public presentations. • Elementary preparation time  An arbitration decision around the provision of preparation time to elementary teachers gave two interpretations to local language. Ninety minutes of prep time had to be provided per week for elementary teachers, but the arbitrator had given the board a choice in how that time was given. Because the word “week” was undefined, the board could give teachers 90 minutes every calendar week (Monday to Friday) or every instructional week (Day 1 to Day 5). The board chose the latter resulting in a scheduling nightmare for elementary schools. Through a bargaining survey, the elementary teachers identified this as one of their primary issues. The local approached the board through the Joint Labour Liaison Committee and requested that a subcommittee be struck to investigate methods to change the schedule of elementary schools back to calendar weeks. There was agreement to do this. The local bargaining team created and distributed a survey to elementary teachers about their preference for scheduling and receipt of prep time. About 80% of elementary teachers returned the surveys and the results demonstrated that teachers wanted to go back to a calendar week schedule with preparation time scheduled within that time. The bargaining reps went to the subcommittee meeting and noted an interest to negotiate an agreement around this issue. The subcommittee was disbanded and the parties created a side table to negotiate a settlement to this matter. Attendance at executive and general meetings grew as teachers were engaged in the outcome of this matter. However, there were competing interests in how preparation time was scheduled as a change to a calendar week could affect programs for teachers who teach during the “prep” blocks. Disagreements about how the matter should be resolved resulted in a vote at a general meeting that ultimately gave the authority to the bargaining team to negotiate a settlement that would return elementary schools to the calendar week. The matter was sent to the membership for a vote and the members voted 85% in favour of the deal (over 80% for elementary teachers alone). The key was an overwhelming number of teachers voted and an overwhelming number of teachers voted in favour of the settlement. There are numerous matters that were negotiated through the methods described at the beginning of this article. The key is that local bargaining is not a new creation and boards and locals have been negotiating on a variety of matters since the inception of provincial bargaining. The goal that exists now is to formalize what has been occurring for the last 18 years into one round of local bargaining. David Komljenovic, BCTF member-at-large and former KTTA president   )
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8824,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, Number 4, March 2004 Persistence trumps failure by Wendy Tarasoff "Education is as necessary as light. It should be as common as water and as free as the air." – Egerton Ryerson, 1847 My greatest learning has always followed on the heels of a failure—when I struggle, decide not to give up, and forge ahead. I came to see other points of view. Before me was a Grade 9 student trying to translate from his mother tongue into English, in a foreign country with a different set of beliefs, customs, and unfamiliar sounds. "Sam" says to me, "What you say?" over and over as if trying to get me to understand. I make eye contact and do my best to acknowledge; I draw word pictures. His vocabulary starts to increase, but he grunts when he gets something. It takes a lot of patience to understand him, and a willingness on my part to present a concept several different ways without making him wrong. He gets the idea he says—metaphor—a cat is a dog when it growls and howls. I take the wins as they come, try to build on them. Sam can now make a sentence with a subject and a verb. I remember a time when I too struggled with that, and I watch step by step as he writes words he knows that he can’t spell. Sam’s frustration level is very high, and like any other student, he is struggling on essays. He looks to me for help. I make no comment on the essay assignment: discuss several characters in a story or a movie you have seen. Explain in your essay, why it is important for a character not to give up. The central motif suggests that the decisions we make determine the outcome. I worked with Sam, mapping his ideas on paper about Peter Pan, the protagonist, and Captain Hook, the antagonist. Sam describes some of the things Peter is up against, how he bests them, and how he learns to fly. Then, there was the Lord of the Rings and Frodo Baggins. Frodo carried a heavy burden. At times, it looked as if he would not make it. Sometimes he needed the help of a friend. Sam grunted and came to a conclusion, "...giving up may not be the best idea even if it is hard...maybe okay to fail but what we do with it, decide, matters." The assignment may have helped Sam recognize what failure is, brought him to a new decision, even changed him into a hero. I thought so, because the next time I saw Sam, there was light in his eyes. We worked together on more sentences, definitions of words, pictures, and examples. Sam took sentences home to do on his own for the first time. A teacher has to take into account the individual and find ways to help each "Sam" access education. I root for each student (including Sam) to have that voyage of self-discovery and gain both confidence and ability. With Sam, the learning outcome of the assignment was met despite the numerous errors. They could be corrected on a gradient. What is important is that Sam is willing to be his own hero in learning. I learned from Sam that failure is failure only when nothing is done about it. What about Tom and Suzy? How can we help them to become hero and heroine too? I will look for opportunities to change failure into success. Wendy Tarasoff, an English tutor has just applied to SFU PDP and hopes to become a teacher in B.C. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141007,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/bcedplan/status/393376990562365440,BC's Education Plan on Twitter: "Nice :-) MT @CarletonGuy: Tx parents who took time to attend our PT conf's. Your participation is integral to your child's success at school" Twitter Search query Search Twitter Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Language: English Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Have an account? Sign in New to Twitter? Join Today » Sign In Phone, email or username Password Sign in Remember me Forgot password? Already using Twitter via text message? Follow Following Unfollow Blocked Unblock Pending Cancel BC's Education Plan ‏ @bcedplan Oct 24 Nice :-) MT @CarletonGuy: Tx parents who took time to attend our PT conf's. Your participation is integral to your child's success at school Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet 7:02 AM - 24 Oct 2013 Don’t miss any updates from BC's Education Plan © 2014 Twitter About Help Ads info Close Flag this media This has already been marked as containing sensitive content. Flag this as containing potentially illegal content. Submit Cancel Learn more about flagging media Dismiss Close Previous Next Close Go to a person's profile Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Close Retweet this to your followers? Cancel Retweet Close Are you sure you want to delete this Tweet? Cancel Delete Close Block Cancel Block Add a location to your Tweets When you tweet with a location, Twitter stores that location. You can switch location on/off before each Tweet and always have the option to delete your location history. Learn more Turn location on Not now Turn off location Close Profile summary Close Your lists Close Create a new list List name Description Under 100 characters, optional Privacy Public · Anyone can follow this list Private · Only you can access this list Save list Close Close Embed this Tweet Add this Tweet to your website by copying the code below. Learn more Hmm, there was a problem reaching the server. Try again? Include parent Tweet Include media Preview Close Sign up for Twitter Not on Twitter? Sign up, tune into the things you care about, and get updates as they happen. Have an account? Sign in » Close Two-way (sending and receiving) short codes: Country Code For customers of United States 40404 (any) Canada 21212 (any) United Kingdom 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM Haiti 40404 Digicel, Voila Ireland 51210 Vodafone, O2 India 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Indonesia 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » See SMS short codes for other countries Close Confirmation)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/DidYouKnow.aspx?fid=85057,2013-14 Did You Know? Archives   Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Did You Know archives 2013–14  2012–13  2011-12    2010–11  2009–10     Home > Publications > Newsletters and Alerts > Did You Know > 2013-14 Archive 2013-14 Did You Know? Archives Did You Know #6, April 2014 Did You Know #5, February 2014 Did You Know #4, January 2014 Did You Know #3, November 2013 Did You Know #2, October 2013 Did You Know #1, September 2013 About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "Gr8 event honoring Taiwan ROC w many friends @douglasbing @marvinhunt4bc @KerryLynneFindl @mhlchiu26 @prairiechinois http://t.co/85TUCQsbrI" @John_Yap - 05:40pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141008,www.facebook.com,https://www.facebook.com/TheTyee/timeline?ref=page_internal,The Tyee - Timeline | Facebook Facebook logo Email or Phone Password Keep me logged in Forgot your password?)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/bctf/status/509039979301859328,BCTF on Twitter: "The #bced strike could end this week following BCTF vote if #bcpoli government agrees to reasonable binding arbitration vote." Twitter Search query Search Twitter Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Language: English Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Have an account? Sign in New to Twitter? Join Today » Sign In Phone, email or username Password Sign in Remember me Forgot password? Already using Twitter via text message? Follow Following Unfollow Blocked Unblock Pending Cancel BCTF ‏ @bctf Sep 8 The #bced strike could end this week following BCTF vote if #bcpoli government agrees to reasonable binding arbitration vote. Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Retweets 74 Favorites 26 11:06 AM - 8 Sep 2014 Peter McCue ‏ @peterongilford Sep 8 @bctf @christyclarkbc @FassbenderMLA @pattibacchus @BCLiberalCaucus @BCNDPCaucus #GetKidsBack Arbitration CAN work pic.twitter.com/FESUgFXPnO View photo Hide photo Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Jen Ryan ‏ @JustifiedBagel Sep 8 @bctf @Skullcat It *could* end this week, regardless. If everyone would grow the eff up, that is. Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Terri Ryan ‏ @terrilynr Sep 8 “ @bctf: The #bced strike could end this week following BCTF vote if #bcpoli government agrees to reasonable binding arbitration vote.” YES! Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Don’t miss any updates from BCTF © 2014 Twitter About Help Ads info Close Flag this media This has already been marked as containing sensitive content. Flag this as containing potentially illegal content. Submit Cancel Learn more about flagging media Dismiss Close Previous Next Close Go to a person's profile Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Close Retweet this to your followers? Cancel Retweet Close Are you sure you want to delete this Tweet? Cancel Delete Close Block Cancel Block Add a location to your Tweets When you tweet with a location, Twitter stores that location. You can switch location on/off before each Tweet and always have the option to delete your location history. Learn more Turn location on Not now Turn off location Close Profile summary Close Your lists Close Create a new list List name Description Under 100 characters, optional Privacy Public · Anyone can follow this list Private · Only you can access this list Save list Close Close Embed this Tweet Add this Tweet to your website by copying the code below. Learn more Hmm, there was a problem reaching the server. Try again? Include parent Tweet Include media Preview Close Sign up for Twitter Not on Twitter? Sign up, tune into the things you care about, and get updates as they happen. Have an account? Sign in » Close Two-way (sending and receiving) short codes: Country Code For customers of United States 40404 (any) Canada 21212 (any) United Kingdom 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM Haiti 40404 Digicel, Voila Ireland 51210 Vodafone, O2 India 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Indonesia 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » See SMS short codes for other countries Close Confirmation)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "Eid Mubarak to all those celebrating in BC!" @bcliberals - 06:52pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2013/02/saying-it-like-it-is-exposing-premiers.html?showComment=1361859735093,Staffroom Confidential: Saying it like it is - Exposing the Premier's Technology Council on #bced Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Monday, February 25, 2013 Saying it like it is - Exposing the Premier's Technology Council on #bced What do teachers do? What should teachers do? Who should decide? These are some of the questions both posed and answered in the new BC Education Plan and now, thoughtfully examined, by Cory (Tobey) Steeves, a Vancouver teacher. Steeves' work is available online here: https://circle.ubc.ca/handle/2429/43675 In  (De/Re)-Constructing tachers and their work: A Discourse analysis of British Columbia's 21st-century policy, Steeves looks beyond the obvious to uncover some of the "problems" with 21st-century learning. His focus is on British Columbia, and he uses the Premier's Technology Council (PTC) report, A Vision for 21st Century Education as a basis for identifying underlying themes. In the process, he exposes aspects of the agenda to reformulate what teachers do and who controls what they do. Steeves situates his work in the company of other education theorists who have described the impacts of corporate education reform on what teachers do and who tells them what to do. He uses a discourse analysis to "problematize" these components of the 21st-century agenda. To do this, he looks at certain textual features of the report and identifies elements that match the "learnification" and "accountingization" of education. "Learnification" is a fancy word for reducing the process of education to just learning. This has the effect of simplifying all educational processes to a singular narrow focus - the outcome of what has been learned. Anyone living in our test obsessed culture can identify with this. For example, this can be teaching to the test so the student will do well on the test. But more generally, it is the process of narrowing not just the curriculum, but all aspects of eduacating, into only what is to be learned. Of course missing then is relationships and socializing, the role of teachers' professional judgement, and a role for society to articulate what education is and is for. "Accountingization" is also a fancy word more easily described: turning teaching into an activity whose every component part can be itemized, counted and judged. Similar to learnification, the net effect is to influence what teachers do (teach what can be counted) and how they do it (judge them on student test results). Using this conceptual framework, Steeves goes on to the look at the language used (or not used) in the PTC report. Steeves locates the document within a genre of "management talk" - a perfectly apt description.  By considering some of the language use, Steeves then goes on to identify "managerialist features" in the text, such as this one - a word cloud showing the use of modal verbs: As he articulates: "the overwhelming emphasis given to "will", "must", and "should" suggest a willingness to determine the roles and vlues of others." It is a bit of a tough read (I will candidly admit that anything with the word "discourse" in the title usually ends up back on the shelf in my household), but his conclusions and motivation made it worth the wade through some unfamiliar territory. I certainly agree that one aspect of the #bcedplan is that "transnational technology corporations become mingled with the values of teachers, and 'good teaching' is re-imagined as a vehicle for constructing a knowledge-based economy." I found the emphasis on teaching and teachers was a unique lens to approach this topic. While I typically start from the profit-making intent of technology companies and the incompatibility of this with genuine education (which I equate with human well being, first and foremost), Steeves looks at the same topic through the view of what teachers do and who tells them, and this is refreshing and important. To this end, despite our theoretical differences, I found myself hopeful that I was one of the "friends" in mind in his dedication: "I dedicate this work to the friends of the commons and the defenders of a more democratic otherwise: May it bring you tools for play-and battle." And since I haven't said it before, to all you readers, friends, fellow activists out there, that is my dedication too. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 10:35 AM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 6 comments: D. BjornsonFebruary 25, 2013 at 10:22 PM As I only have time to follow a few people on Twitter, I do value both your and Toby's commentary on the 21C Learning. Thank you both for educating and validating me, as I try to make sense of the apparent New World Order. Question: When will the lens of the PARENT be critically used to dissect 21C Learning? I was at the Vancouver Island Parent Conference this weekend and thought to ask Gabor Mate about his thoughts on the subject matter. If you are familiar with his work, as I am now becoming, it should not come to any surprise that he views any sort of learning that weakens a student's adult attachments as not one that should be promoted! He made it very clear that the move towards online learning will lead to increased peer attachment/weakened parent attachment. Coorporate profits and learnified classrooms aside, I do not want to send my kids to more screen time and less adult human interaction time,PERIOD! They are surrounded by their peers for enough hours of the day-- how are we to provide guidance and true life skills, if they are in cyberspace for over 8 hours a day? The BCED Plan has completely dropped the ball, in my opinion. Government had an opportunity to enhance the system-- instead, they decided to turn it on it's head. (Potentially, good news for Victoria district, though... It will have my 2 kids commuting from Langford each day to attend a high school that is Teacher-centred; should Royal Bay be the only option for French Immersion.)ReplyDelete Replies TobeyFebruary 25, 2013 at 11:04 PM Hi D. Bjornson, I absolutely agree that the role of the parent in 21CL policy is also worthy of analysis. In early drafts of my thesis I looked at constructions of teachers, parents, and students - but this was far too much for a MA thesis and my committee urged me to pick one construct to focus on. With that said, I can say that the PTC's doc constructs parents as rational consumers - shopping for learning like they might shop for a new TV, or a new condo. In addition, parents were constructed as paranoid, dependent on quantifications of their child's worth and relative competitiveness. Anyway, the parent angle is, again, well worth further analysis, and I do hope that others are encouraged to take up a ball and run.Delete Tara EhrckeFebruary 26, 2013 at 7:44 AM Hi Dana, Yes - I'd have to agree with Tobey above that the dominant role for parents in 21st CL is as "shoppers" for schools - hence the Fraser Institute reports, etc. This is particularly problematic as it has the effect of stratifying children based on socio-economic status. Just as private schools are only available to those who can afford them, so programs of choice are inhabited by the children of parents who stand in line, drive their kids across town, and otherwise have the "social capital" to end up savvy enough to live in the right community, seek out the programs and help their kids apply. There is a great article about this I've been meaning to send you by Alfie Kohn: It's called "Only for My Kid"... http://www.alfiekohn.org/teaching/ofmk.htmDelete Tara EhrckeFebruary 26, 2013 at 7:55 AM On the technology piece I totally agree. Interestingly, this relates to the class issue vis a vis parents. Dumbed down, online tech schools are basically for working class kids to do working class jobs. Same goes for kids who can "fill in the bubble". They don't need to be able to think, and if they can, that is just a threat to the social order. Have a look at New York schools - they have them all - tech free for the upper middle class creative types, high tech high for the high achieving upper middle class parents who want their kids to be engineers, career college type high schools for those in the middle, and blended/online learning factories for the poor. Interestingly, I don't think that private schools in BC will change much as a result of the #bcedplan, and no doubt that is where the Christy Clark's of the province will continue to have their children educated. Nope, the Royal Bays will be for the growing working class neighborhoods like Langford and the children who live there.Delete Reply AnonymousFebruary 25, 2013 at 10:46 PM It almost feels like we're living in a communist or fascist state, except that our BCed plan is not driven by ideology, but by corporate profits. ReplyDelete TobeyFebruary 25, 2013 at 10:56 PM Hi Tara, I'm very glad to hear you found my thesis worth the effort to "wade through some unfamiliar territory". I assume that if it were more familiar territory, maybe it would've taken less work to research + write. ;) The stress given to 'good teachers' and 'good teaching' in education policies was necessary for highlighting the importance of a democratic politics of authority. That is, if policies were enacted /with/ teachers - not /for/ or /on/ them - I assume that it would be possible to find a more cooperative way forward. Beyond this point, as you note, an underlying intention of the thesis is to offer "friends of the commons" with tools to be put into use. Simply put, my agenda here was to help fuel teachers' critical engagements with education policies. In this spirit, I hope that, in some small way, you are able to put it to work in your advocacy for public education in BC.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ▼  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ▼  February (3) Saying it like it is - Exposing the Premier's Tech... #c21summit13 - More 21st century learning inc. The most important "choice" - the neighborhood sch... ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141007,www.huffingtonpost.ca,http://www.huffingtonpost.ca/2014/07/16/bc-teachers-strike-2014-union-hopes-mediation_n_5593152.html?utm_hp_ref=tw,B.C. Teachers Strike 2014: Union Hopes For Mediation In August View mobile site October 7, 2014 Huffpost Canada British Columbia ca Edition: ca Show/Hide Brasil BR Canada CA Deutschland DE España ES France FR Italia IT 日本 (Japan) JP 한국 (Korea) KR Maghreb MG United Kingdom UK United States US Region: BC Show/Hide All Canada Alberta British Columbia Québec (en français) Follow Newsletters Get Canada British ColumbiaNewsletters Email address Enter Email Address Huffington Post Search Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search iOS app Android app More Log in Create Account Notifications 0 $USERNAME Profile Settings Logout FRONT PAGE Politics Ford Still Doesn't Understand Racism 51 Unvetted Judge Joins Supreme Court 43 Kenney Posts Photos Of Iraqi Children To Make Case For ISIL Airstrikes 91 Clinton: Canadian Help In ISIL Fight 'Indispensable' 44 Canadians Left In A Fog Of War 42 Go to Politics More in Politics The Pulse Stephen Harper You Might Also Like US Politics UK Politics Business Porn Company Has A Raunchy Deal For Air Canada Pilots 3 Sun News Just Lost Its Main Source Of Content; What Now? 49 Canadian Cities Surprisingly Unpopular Destinations For Workers 0 This Is How You Rack Up U.S. Roaming Charges While In Canada 14 Look What China Might Actually Build 47 Go to Business More in Business Small Business Money You Might Also Like Tech TechCrunch Autoblog WorldPost Spanish Nurse First To Contract Ebola Outside West Africa 518 It's Been 3 Weeks Since Anyone's Seen Kim And Rumors Are Swirling 97 3 New Findings On ISIS Weapons That You Should Know About 39 WHO: More Cases Of Ebola In Europe Unavoidable 154 Turkish President Says Syrian Town Under Islamic State Siege Is About To Fall 213 Go to WorldPost More in WorldPost Foreign Affairs World Elections Arab Uprising Afghanistan War Syria Crisis You Might Also Like Travel Impact Living 100 Pumpkin Carvings That Will Inspire You 0 Fried Maple Leaves Are A Delicacy In Japan, And We're Jealous 6 WATCH: HuffPost Readers School Us On Toronto's Real Must-Eats 2 Toronto Dubbed Fourth Most Livable City In The World 0 33 Signs You Live In Liberty Village 1 Go to Living You Might Also Like Healthy Living Food Recipes Divorce Women Parentdish Green Post50 Weddings Style Best Halloween Costumes For Men And Women 0 Most Offensive Products In Retail 3 JLaw Goes Topless For Vanity Fair 0 Bridesmaid Dresses You'll Wear Again 0 Canadian Model Coco Rocha Is Pregnant! 4 Go to Style More in Style Beauty Fashion Celeb Style Entertaining and Etiquette Stylelist Canada Wedding Style Home Style You Might Also Like Style (U.S.) Weddings Stylelist Canada Entertainment Kris Jenner Opens Up About The Late Robert Kardashian 6 Blake Lively Is Pregnant! 30 Mariah Carey Proves She's Not Lip-Synching 42 Is This Where George Clooney And Amal Alamuddin Honeymooned? 7 Pregnant Kelly Rowland Poses Topless In Black And White Photo Shoot 2 Go to Entertainment You Might Also Like Music Celebrity TV Moviefone Arts The Glamorous History Of Pin-Up Like You've Never Seen It Before 3 1 Here Are A Bunch Of F*cking Delightful Artsy Cat Photos. You're Welcome. 3 This Is What It Really Looks Like To Be A Modern Day Nun 8 New Animation-Inspired Art Show Will Make You Yearn For Saturday Morning Cartoons 0 Go to Arts You Might Also Like Books Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Religion Alberta 20 Puppies Found Abandoned In Field 6 Anti-Abortion Postcard Targets Tory MP.. Again 26 Mystery 'GPO Girl' Turns Up In Calgary 3 Major Saskatchewan Train Derailment 2 Dozens Of Dead Cats Found, Another 62 Euthanized 0 Go to Alberta More in Alberta Alberta Politics Alberta Business Alison Redford Calgary Edmonton British Columbia B.C. Teen Killed By Train Was Wearing Headphones, Texting: RCMP 13 Anthem Singer's Fall Is Lesson In Showmanship 3 Pastafarian Loses B.C. Driver's Licence Over Holy Colander 0 Elderly Asian Women Attacked In Vancouver 0 Lawyers Of Convicted Surrey Six Gangsters Want Mistrial 3 Go to British Columbia More in British Columbia B.C. Politics B.C. Business Christy Clark Vancouver All Sections News Canada Politics Canada Business US Politics US Business World Media Sports Education Crime Weird News Good News Daily Finance Entertainment Entertainment Music TV Celebrity Comedy Arts Books Moviefone Life & Style Living Style Home Healthy Living Taste Weddings Travel Parents Divorce HuffPost 50 Marlo Thomas OWN Tech & Science Tech Science Green Techcrunch Engadget TUAW Joystiq Voices Impact Women Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Religion College Teen Local Quebec (French) Calgary Montreal Ottawa Toronto Vancouver Winnipeg Mapquest Patch.com Our Mobile Apps: iPhone iPad HuffPost Live iPad Android Phone Android Tablet British Columbia B.C. Politics B.C. Business Christy Clark Vancouver Anthem Singer's Fall Is Lesson In Showmanship 2014-10-05 23:32:54 Pastafarian Loses B.C. Driver's Licence Over Holy Colander 2014-10-06 20:10:58 B.C. Teen Killed By Train Was Wearing Headphones, Texting: RCMP 2014-10-07 02:49:46 45 Signs You're A Vancouver Canucks Fan 2014-10-04 00:27:49 Elderly Asian Women Attacked In Vancouver 2014-10-06 17:25:49 When It Comes to Jumbo Glacier Resort, All Questions Lead Back To Powerful Minister 2014-10-06 15:46:02 Aldergrove School Playground Condemned 2014-10-06 17:50:31 Vancouver Mom Who Killed Her 2 Babies Sentenced 2014-10-07 13:46:41 LOOK: Stunning Scenes By B.C.'s October Photographer 2014-10-03 14:22:55 This Derelict Van 'Home' Costs $550/Month To Rent In B.C. 2014-10-03 16:05:46 Officer Admits Abusing Authority While Shoving Woman 2014-10-06 18:41:58 Recognize This Photo? Here's The Story Behind It 2014-10-03 16:58:41 Premier Denies Downplaying B.C. LNG Expectations 2014-10-06 20:57:52 Lawyers Of Convicted Surrey Six Gangsters Want Mistrial 2014-10-06 18:59:52 LOOK: Old Vancouver Bank's New Life 2014-10-03 17:52:32 Previous Story Next Story B.C. Teachers Strike 2014: Union Hopes For Mediation In August CP  | By The Canadian Press Posted: 07/16/2014 5:48 pm EDT Updated: 09/15/2014 5:59 am EDT Share Tweet Email Comment tumblr reddit B.C. teachers walk the picket lines during the 2014 strike. VANCOUVER - Both sides in British Columbia's ongoing teachers' dispute are talking about "mediation" but still remain far apart on key contract issues. The province's roughly 40,000 public school educators walked off the job June 17, with the main issues in the dispute focused on wages and teaching conditions such as class size and the numbers of specialist teachers. The BC Teachers' Federation and BC Public School Employers' Association approached B.C. Supreme Court Judge Stephen Kelleher at the end of June about stepping into the dispute as a mediator But after exploratory discussions' with both sides, he decided against proceeding any further as the independent third-party problem solver. Jim Iker, president of the teachers' union, said he met with government negotiator Peter Cameron on Wednesday, the first time in two weeks. "We're hoping that government will agree to go into mediation with us without any conditions from both sides," said Iker. "We want to get an agreement by the end of August." He said mediation wasn't an option before because the union had to agree to a specific wage offer before a proposal for improvements to classroom conditions would be disclosed. Iker said Kelleher has some time available in August to get the mediation process underway. Education Minister Peter Fassbender said in a statement that nothing has changed since Kelleher decided against proceeding as the mediator. Fassbender said the union's executive would not commit to mediating a total compensation package that would fall in the same affordability zone as the other public sector agreements. "Government wants to see a negotiated agreement but remains firm in its commitment to balance the budget and deal fairly with all 300,000 B.C. public sector workers," he said. Related on HuffPost: Close  B.C. Public School Classrooms of   We asked B.C. teachers to send us photos of their classrooms before and after items they bought were removed. "Top photo is of books in a #BCTeachers class, below shows all books removed that she paid for w/ own $" — Melanie Moore The teacher's classroom items in storage in her basement. "I've taught for five years in the Vancouver district, and I've already spent over $10,000 to set up my classroom. I know of more experienced teachers who have spent well over $20,000 in their career, and are still purchasing things each year." — Kindergarten teacher Support worker's desk. "The school ran out of proper desks so that's what she had to use." — Kindergarten teacher "All of the classroom resources that belong to me and are now at my house in storage." — Kindergarten teacher "All of the classroom resources that belong to me and are now at my house in storage." — Kindergarten teacher "What you do not see is the room's bare bones before your child's teacher came in over the summer and transformed it." — Carla Friesen "I have spent thousands of dollars to make my classroom a vibrant and amazing place for my students." — Megan Guenter "I have spent thousands of dollars to make my classroom a vibrant and amazing place for my students." — Megan Guenter "I spent almost $4,000 my first year teaching to start up my classroom." — Tracy Cramer "I spent almost $4,000 my first year teaching to start up my classroom." — Tracy Cramer "I spent almost $4,000 my first year teaching to start up my classroom." — Tracy Cramer "I spent almost $4,000 my first year teaching to start up my classroom." — Tracy Cramer "You see all the things I have bought for my classroom. Mats, carpet, pillows, chairs, bench, craft supplies, school supplies, lamps, etc. (yes, I know I don't have to make my class like this, but students love it and so do I). This year I spent a week of going into my class every day during the second week of August. I was there for about 5 hours every day making things perfect. Before that I draw floor plans of how I will organize furniture to best optimize my space." — Katrina Ling "I spend probably about $1000/ year on my classroom. It may be more; I'm afraid to add up the receipts. I spend more on my classroom than my own home. I do this willingly, as I want my class to feel like their classroom is their home for the year." — Katrina Ling "I provide my own personally made and personally bought teaching resources, educational games, puzzles, centre toys, supplementary craft items, etc. I share them with my teaching colleagues, and they share theirs with me." — Martha Lamarche "I take ingredients from my own family’s pantry and fridge so we can bake, make playdough, create senses-stimulating art projects, and learn about nutrition in a hands-on way. I am not compensated for the money I spend educating B.C. students as a result of government underfunding." — Martha Lamarche The teacher paid for everything inside the table. The teacher paid for everything inside the table. "An excellent education assistant... also enriches our classroom with items SHE finds at garage sales or thrift stores. She is not compensated for this, nor does she expect to be." — Martha Lamarche "An excellent education assistant... also enriches our classroom with items SHE finds at garage sales or thrift stores. She is not compensated for this, nor does she expect to be." — Martha Lamarche The yellow and blue bins belong to the teacher. The yellow and blue bins belong to the teacher. "The first picture is before I set up my class, the second after I set up part way through the year. Which classroom would you want your child to learn in? The government-'funded' one that claims no more money is needed or one that was subsidized by a so-called greedy teacher? Every dollar I spend in my classroom is a dollar I don't spend on my own kids, groceries or other bills. This is not the exception it's the norm. Teachers care." — Janelle "I have spent thousands subsidizing the system. I try to provide my students with books that appeal to their interest level as well as their reading level. This comes out of my earnings." — Gurjit Pattar "I constantly am keeping my eyes open for sales involving classroom resources and relevant reading materials. I've spent a small fortune on my personal library of professional resources." — Gurjit Pattar "Just one of my bookshelves after I took out the books I bought for my class just this year." — Jessica Hall "All the books I bought for my class this year, removed from the shelves. 806 in total." — Jessica Hall "With the exception of the table in the back, I brought in all this furniture for my classroom. I had been told there were not enough chairs in the district to have chairs in my classroom, so I went out and found them." — Jessica Hall "My underfunded grade 5/6 BC classroom stripped of everything I have purchased." — Staci Hutchinson "A sampling of teacher bought/made items, boxed up and ready to move to my new school — which I do on my own. Usually takes me the full last week of summer to set up my room. With the move this year I expect to spend three weeks." — Josie Zahn "I packed every single box, waited the entire summer to have it delivered, unpacked and set up my classroom including filling two file cabinets, hanging three bulletin boards, laminating and taping 23 name tags to desks and cloakroom cubbies, collecting exercise books and supplies, and finally stocking the painting easel with paints and the shelves with books... (not to mention dusting the blinds and scrubbing the sink)... the week before the start of school... on my own time." — Alison Smith "72 boxes/furniture items." — Alison Smith "What I walked in to when I first acquired my room and then what I turned it into." — Alycia Soukeroff "I walked into my new room mid-August and was shocked. There wasn't even a teacher desk or any books at all. I bought, scrounged and borrowed (mostly from my own kids) materials to make it work. Over the year many wonderful teachers passed on things to me that they had purchased and weren't using and retiring teachers happy to share their supplies." "I walked into my new room mid-August and was shocked. There wasn't even a teacher desk or any books at all. I bought, scrounged and borrowed (mostly from my own kids) materials to make it work. Over the year many wonderful teachers passed on things to me that they had purchased and weren't using and retiring teachers happy to share their supplies." "I walked into my new room mid-August and was shocked. There wasn't even a teacher desk or any books at all. I bought, scrounged and borrowed (mostly from my own kids) materials to make it work. Over the year many wonderful teachers passed on things to me that they had purchased and weren't using and retiring teachers happy to share their supplies." "I use the games to teach logic, spatial and sequential reasoning, and to have fun with math. In addition to the games, I bought a tablet, software for geometry, software for algebra, and software for posting grades on my website. The website is also paid for and maintained by me. The books and magazines in French in the background are also mine, and so is a classroom set of small whiteboards which I forgot to put in the picture." — French Immersion teacher "Spent over two thousand [dollars]." — Andrea Dove NEXT: B.C. Teachers' Strike 2014 Hundreds of B.C. teachers, parents and other union supporters rallied on the lawn of the B.C. legislature on June 16, 2014 in Victoria to protest against Premier Christy Clark and the government's latest contract offer. Click here for stories on the contract dispute. Members of the B.C. Federation of Labour and Canadian Labour Congress gather to support teachers outside Cambie Secondary School in Richmond, B.C. on June 2, 2014. Members of CUPE join teachers on the picket line at Mitchell Elementary in Richmond, B.C. on June 2, 2014. Union leaders speak to media on June 2, 2014 in Richmond, B.C. Teachers picket in West Kelowna on June 2, 2014. B.C. Teachers' Federal president Jim Iker speaks to teachers outside Princess Margaret School in Surrey on May 29, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Striking outside the Invergarry Adult Education Centre in Surrey, B.C. on May 29, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. B.C. Teachers' Federal president Jim Iker speaks to teachers outside Invergarry Adult Education Centre in Surrey on May 29, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers wave to supporters outside Valleyview Secondary School in Kamloops on May 28, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers picket in Kamloops on May 28, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. A student shows support for teachers in Kamloops on May 28, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. A teacher pickets on horseback in 150 Mile House on May 27, 2014. A sign posted on a classroom door at Vancouver Technical Secondary School. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers rally during rush hour in Kelowna on May 27, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Kelowna teachers wore pink and rallied from the city's overpasses on May 27, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. A sign of support for B.C. teachers from a house in Kelowna. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers in Richmond pass time on the 3:30 a.m. shift on the picket line on May 27, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Students and parents left a message for teachers in Richmond on May 27, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. On the picket line with an effigy of B.C. Premier Christy Clark at Kitsilano Secondary School on May 26, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. A student from City School speaks to a teacher on the picket line in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. On the picket line at Kitsilano Secondary School on May 26, 2014. Click here for more on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. A teacher on strike at Britannia Secondary School in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Click here for more on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers stand under the sign for Templeton High School in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Click here for more on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers on strike speak to a supporter outside Templeton Secondary School in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Ryan Tanabe, left, a teacher, and his father Rod Tanabe, a counsellor teacher at Killarney Secondary School, walk the picket line outside the school in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Click here for more on the B.C. teachers contract dispute. Teachers in the central Okanagan were part of rotating strikes on May 27, 2014. These are educators from Constable Neil Bruce Middle School in West Kelowna. Supporters of B.C. teachers rally in the Sooke School District. Surrey teachers pose with their growing pile of marking during the first day of rotating strikes. Teachers picket in New Westminster on May 26, the first day of rotating strikes in a contract dispute with the province. Grade 12 Eric Hamber Secondary student Sarah Bercic wears a T-shirt supporting B.C. teachers. Teachers picket in Penticton on May 26, the first day of rotating strikes in a contract dispute with the province. Anya Prokopeva, 8, a Grade 3 student in New Westminister, and her mom Julie Prokopeva, right, a member of the support staff at Killarney Secondary School, pass by striking teachers as they leave after walking the picket line outside the school in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Anya Prokopeva, 8, a Grade 3 student in New Westminister, uses a strike sign for shade rests as her mom Julie Prokopeva, a member of the support staff at Killarney Secondary School, walks a picket line outside the school in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. One of the earliest picket lines on the first day of the teachers' walkout was in Golden, B.C., which is in the Mountain time zone. Jim Iker, president of the B.C. Teachers' Federation, speaks to reporters on May 26, the first day of rotating strikes, at Vancouver's Charles Dickens Elementary. Jim Iker, president of the B.C. Teachers' Federation, speaks to reporters on May 26, the first day of rotating strikes, at Vancouver's Charles Dickens Elementary. Jim Iker, president of the B.C. Teachers' Federation, speaks to reporters on May 26, the first day of rotating strikes, at Vancouver's Charles Dickens Elementary. Striking teachers man a picket line outside Killarney Secondary School in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Public school teachers across British Columbia started rotating strikes Monday, a move that will put more than half a million students out of class for one day each this week. B.C. NDP Leader John Horgan poses with teachers in the Sooke School District. A rally in Coquitlam on May 25. Premier Christy Clark's face is seen on anti-bullying T-shirts at a rally in Coquitlam. Surrey teachers at Johnston Heights Secondary rally on May 23, 2014.  Share  Tweet  ✖ Advertisement Share this ✖ close Current Slide More: BC Teachers Strike BC Teachers BC Politics Teacher Strike Bc Bc Teacher Strike Cp Bc Education B.C. Teachers Strike 2014 Bc Teacher Strike 2014 Teachers Strike BC Bc Strike Teachers Strike Bc 2014 Bc Teachers Strike Mediation Bctf Bctf Strike Suggest a correction Most Popular B.C. Teen Killed By Train Was Wearing Headphones, Texting: RCMP Facebook Anthem Singer's Fall Is Lesson In Showmanship YouTube Pastafarian Loses B.C. Driver's Licence Over Holy Colander YouTube LOOK: Stunning Scenes By B.C.'s October Photographer David Chang Photography Elderly Asian Women Attacked In Vancouver Nastco via Getty Images Lawyers Of Convicted Surrey Six Gangsters Want Mistrial Darryl Dyck/CP LOOK: Old Vancouver Bank's New Life Jason Statler When It Comes to Jumbo Glacier Resort, All Questions Lead Back To Powerful Minister Caillum Smith | Flickr Vancouver Mom Who Killed Her 2 Babies Sentenced CityTV YouTube Aldergrove School Playground Condemned North Otter Elementary Facebook This Derelict Van 'Home' Costs $550/Month To Rent In B.C. Bill Everitt Petronas Threatens To Delay B.C. LNG Project By A Decade MyLoupe/UIG via Getty Images 45 Signs You're A Vancouver Canucks Fan Getty Images Intruder Dies After Being Caught By Homeowner, Neighbour Shutterstock / sculpies Recognize This Photo? Here's The Story Behind It Claude P. Dettloff/CP/National Archives of Canada Stanley Park Pedestrian Dies After Crash With Cyclist Getty Premier Denies Downplaying B.C. LNG Expectations Jonathan Hayward/CP Vancouver Is The Reason Alyssa Milano Quit TV Show Paul Archuleta via Getty Images City Of Vancouver Taking Arbutus Corridor Fight To Court Darryl Dyck/The Canadian Press Vancouver Mayor Focuses On Pipelines For Re-Election Campaign Vision Vancouver Facebook FOLLOW HUFFPOST Email Email Address Options HuffPost Daily Brief British Columbia Get top stories and blog posts emailed to me each day.. Facebook HuffPost British Columbia Twitter HuffPost Follow British Columbia Follow Google Plus HuffPost British Columbia RSS The Huffington Post British Columbia All RSS / Feeds Phone Available on the App Store Android App on Google Play Get it at Blackberry App World Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search advertise log in make HuffPost your home page RSS careers FAQ user agreement privacy policy comment policy about us about our ads contact us Copyright ©2014 TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. "The Huffington Post" is a registered trademark of TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. All rights reserved. Part of HPMG News Use this form to alert a HuffPost editor about a factual or typographical error in this story. Notify message * Required * * * What kind of error is this? Choose an option Factual or typographical Comment moderation problem Rights and permissions Other * What is the correction? 0 count Describe the error here (1,000 character limit) * Type the words below so we know you are not a cyborg Sign me up for The Huffington Post's Daily Brief Thank you!)
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(20141008,thetyee.ca,http://thetyee.ca/Opinion/2014/09/02/BC-Schools-Shut/,What's Really Locking BC's Schools Shut | The Tyee About Advertise Follow Support RSS Topic Aboriginal Affairs BC Election 2013 BC Politics Education Energy Environment Federal Politics Film Food Gender + Sexuality Health Housing Labour + Industry Local Economy Media Municipal Politics Music Photo Essays Podcasts Politics Rights + Justice Science + Tech Transportation Travel Urban Planning + Architecture News Culture Opinion National MediaCheck Solutions Join Craving crack civic election coverage? Help fund it... Opinion What's Really Locking BC's Schools Shut Huge stakes for each side make a perfect stalemate. With a Tyee interview with BCTF president Jim Iker. By Crawford Kilian, 2 Sep 2014, TheTyee.ca   Tweet Closed for the duration: John Oliver Secondary School in Vancouver, B.C. Photo by Wayne Worden from Your BC: The Tyee's Photo Pool. The Must Read on BC Schools You Won't Like UVic historian of education paints a bleak political picture, and blames all sides. Fassbender's Three Steps to a Settlement, Translated Untangling Wednesday's statements on how to 'clear the way' back to school. Updated: Everything You Need to Know about BC Teacher Bargaining Past agreements may hint at where current talks are headed. With latest job action developments. Read more: Education, Labour + Industry, BC Politics, With the failure of mediation talks over the Labour Day weeks, B.C. schools face their greatest crisis since the shock of the Socreds' "restraint" budget in the fall of 1983. The province then teetered on the edge of a general strike. We are nowhere near that point now, but the prospect is grim enough: a crippled start to the school year for hundreds of thousands of students, 40,000 teachers still on the picket lines, and the likelihood of a resolution that will leave our schools a permanently toxic workplace. On Sunday afternoon, BCTF president Jim Iker held a press conference to report on the failure of mediation efforts. He was low-key, more disappointed than angry. The government, he said, wasn't ready or willing to get the job done. It was insisting on an escape clause to protect itself if the Court of Appeal supports the Supreme Court's second ruling in favour of the teachers. He called on Premier Christy Clark to meet him face to face; she had done so to help resolve the truckers' strike, and might be able to do so here. Answering media questions, Iker avoided any fiery criticisms. What if the teachers were legislated back to work? "We don't want to be legislated. We've made big moves, but there's been nothing from the government." Why not let his members decide whether to carry on the strike? Iker cited the BCTF's democratically elected Representative Assembly, which continues to support the strike. Iker said binding arbitration is always an option, but stuck to his demand for continued talks with the government. One caveat: "We won't put our court victory in jeopardy." 'Christy Clark is running the show' After the press conference, The Tyee talked with Iker, gaining a deeper look into the BCTF's thinking. Asked why he thought talking one on one with Christy Clark would do any good, Iker paused and then said: "Christy Clark is obviously running the show -- either she or Finance Minister Mike De Jong. We need to get a sense of where they're at. And we need movement on their side." What about the $125 million Iker said the BCTF had withdrawn from its demands? He explained that the teachers' proposed $225 million fund was a serious proposal, intended to deal with grievances retroactively while both sides wait on the decision of the Court of Appeal. Agreeing to the proposal, Iker said, would be a way for the government to bring money to the table. If the BCPSEA's proposal E.81 was such a show-stopper, why hadn't the BCTF made more of a fuss about it when it was introduced last June? "We talked about it at one or two news conferences. Then we got into the mediation process, and couldn't talk much." And what about proposal E.80, another BCPSEA idea, which directly addresses class size and composition? It offered a "Learning Improvement Fund" of at least $75 million yearly for the five-year life of the contract. Teachers themselves would decide where the money should go. Iker pointed out that 20 percent of the LIF -- $15 million -- would be controlled by CUPE, not by the teachers. The proposal doesn't really deal effectively with class size issues. Asked about rumours that a legislated return to work might include removing teachers' right to strike altogether, Iker said: "Legislated returns can be nasty. It won't surprise me if they do." All the way to the Supreme Court of Canada? And what if the Court of Appeal goes against the BCTF? "We would ask for leave to go to the Supreme Court of Canada." Given that two B.C. Supreme Court decisions have favoured the union, Iker figures the SCC would be willing to hear the case. He suspects Christy Clark's government, if it loses in the Court of Appeal, would do the same. And if the BCTF were to lose in the SCC? "If we lose, we have no class limits in the contract and will have to bargain them." In the short term, the Liberals will either go back on their promise not to legislate a return to work, or they will impose binding arbitration -- less likely if only because the arbitrator might demand more money and concessions that the government would like to give. Neither side, however, has discussed the long-term implications of the dispute; the debate has been all about what people have done or not done recently, and what it might cost. Yet both sides must have thought for years about the costs of victory or defeat. For the government, a permanent BCTF win in the courts must be the stuff of nightmares. To restore the contract of 2002 that the Liberals tore up would require the Liberals to spend hundreds of millions of dollars that they keep saying they don't have. That would mean either borrowing or taxing, and money spent on schools would not be available for LNG plants or other "economy-growing" projects. Behind every great fortune... Worse yet, the defeat would be a repudiation of Liberal governments ever since Gordon Campbell crushed the NDP in 2001. The French novelist Balzac observed, "Behind every great fortune there is a crime." Bills 27 and have twice been ruled unconstitutional, and so was their replacement, Bill 22 -- in effect, lawbreaking by those elected to uphold the law. Maybe Toronto Mayor Rob Ford can get away with that, but not one of the B.C. Liberals has Ford's oafish charm. For the teachers, the prospect of defeat must strike at their very identity. A tenet of the profession is that inadequate teaching is bad teaching. Teachers don't talk about it much because they take the tenet for granted, just as doctors consider inadequate treatment to be bad treatment. That is why they originally bargained to entrench class size and composition in their contract. The days are long gone when special-needs kids could be flunked out or kicked out. Every kid is a citizen and every kid deserves to be educated well. So when teachers lost the right to bargain class size and composition, they lost the ability to teach as well as they could with the resources they need. Hand a surgeon a butter knife and tell her scalpels are too expensive, and see what reaction you get. But that's been the reaction teachers have felt every working day of their lives since 2002. Unable to function to the best of their ability, they've also been unable to bring out the very best in all their students. As if that were not alienating enough, teachers have also been derided by successive Liberal governments as greedy, overpaid lazybones. Far from sitting down with Jim Iker, Christy Clark shrugged off the failure of mediation with four tweets -- not even a proper news release. (She also tried to drive a 140-character wedge between the BCTF and their public-service colleagues, "the 150,000 dedicated women and men who have reached long-term agreements with affordable raises.") An Orwellian future So defeat, for the teachers, raises the Orwellian prospect of the boot stamping on a human face forever: a hopelessly toxic workplace where education need not be done as long as it seems to be done when the premier shows up for a photo op. Facing that prospect, many experienced B.C. teachers will simply retire at the first opportunity, or look for careers elsewhere in Canada or overseas. Their young replacements won't even have an institutional memory of education before 2002; they themselves will have been educated under the Liberal regime. But as long as they define themselves as very entertaining babysitters, they'll do fine. Those, then, are the prospects B.C. faces for the foreseeable future -- at least until 2017 and likely much longer if the Supreme Court of Canada is to be the final arbitrator. Read more: Education, Labour + Industry, BC Politics, Crawford Kilian is a contributing editor of The Tyee.   Tweet What have we missed? What do you think? We want to know. Comment below. Keep in mind: Do: Verify facts, debunk rumours Add context and background Spot typos and logical fallacies Highlight reporting blind spots Ignore trolls Treat all with respect and curiosity Connect with each other Do not: Use sexist, classist, racist or homophobic language Libel or defame Bully or troll Troll patrol. Instead, flag suspect activity. Please enable JavaScript to view the comments powered by Disqus. comments powered by Disqus LNG a chance, not a windfall, says BC throne speech Postmedia could soon own almost every English newspaper in Canada. What could possibly go wrong? VIEW: Voting for your principles is 'strategic voting' Petition opposes BC's 'potential muzzling' of non-profits More troubles for BC's big LNG plans Tirade at Tyee by immigration minister's top aide analyzed tweet by tweet Government slow to respond to FOIs? No need to tell Bob Mackin Converting ferries to LNG will save money, reduce fares: CEO See more » Tyee Video Picks Submitted by Tyee staff, Today Last chance to see 'The Vancouver Asahi' baseball story at VIFF. Where do these videos come from? From you. Suggest one here! Most Popular Can 'Cuisine' Make a Better School Lunch? What I Saw with a German Tour of the Oilsands Don't Give Postmedia More Local Monopolies First Nations 'Front and Centre Now': Pierre Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign How Much Do You Trust Canada's Wireless Giants? Christy Clark's No Pro at LNG Poker BC Filmmaking Duo Passes the Acid Test For Kids, the Meal Is the Message Most Emailed Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign For Kids, the Meal Is the Message Understanding Harper's Evangelical Mission Who'd Be a School Trustee in 2014? Why New Euro-Canada Treaty Is a Gift to Oil Firms BC Filmmaking Duo Passes the Acid Test We Must Heed Naomi Klein's Call China Deal Trumps Province, First Nations on Energy Projects: Treaty Expert Fired Researcher Who Killed Self Was Evaluating Drug Backed by Clark Climate Warriors Must Forge Stronger Alliances, Now Reported Elsewhere Postmedia could soon own almost every English newspaper in Canada (via DeSmog) Petronas CEO warns of 15-year delay to BC LNG project (via G&M) BC government apologizes for firing worker who later killed himself (via the Victoria Times-Colonist) From Tibet to Taiwan, China's outer regions watch Hong Kong protests intently (via the New York Times) It's a shame Jean-Claude Duvalier died a free man, says ex-UN prosecutor (via CBC News) Vancouver's cabbies take aim at Uber (via The Province) Keurig's coffee supremacy challenged by Canadian firm (via Yahoo! News) North and South Korea 'agree to talks' (via BBC News) See more » Your BC: The Tyee's Photo Pool Join The Tyee's Flickr group » View previous selections » Most Commented What I Saw with a German Tour of the Oil Sands (132 comments) Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign (76 comments) 'The Environment Is the Economy': MP Weston (106 comments) Fired Researcher Who Killed Self Was Evaluating Drug Backed by Clark (57 comments) Climate Warriors Must Forge Stronger Alliances, Now (53 comments) ISIS Threat: Let's Refuse to be Scared (79 comments) We Must Heed Naomi Klein's Call (309 comments) Christy Clark's No Pro at LNG Poker (38 comments) Six Steps to Protect Canadians from Flaws in China Trade Deal (128 comments) How Labour Unions Make Us Healthier (31 comments) About The Tyee National Pool Contributors Advertise Contact Funding Jobs Master Classes Privacy Policy Submissions Support The Tyee News Culture Opinion National Mediacheck Solutions Video Publications Tyee News Weekly Archives The Hook Other BC Blogs Reported Elsewhere Steve Burgess Murray Dobbin Michael Geist Crawford Kilian Rafe Mair Andrew Nikiforuk Shannon Rupp Bill Tieleman Dorothy Woodend Follow The Tyee Subscribe by email Subscribe by RSS Tyee Mobile App Managed Hosting by Gossamer Threads × Share article via email Send this article to: Your email address: Your message: Would you like to receive The Tyee's headlines free by email? Yes, every day. Yes, once a week. I already subscribe. No, thanks. Submit Show form again » Close)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=20982&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > April 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 6, April 2010  AGM recommendation acknowledges our traditional territories By Gail Stromquist A lesson in the democratic process at it finest was an interesting way to commence spring break at the BCTF AGM. A recommendation put forward—“that schools and school districts should begin all events with an official recognition of the Aboriginal territory or territories on which the school district is located”—passed, I believe, without dissent. Langley’s Aboriginal Program, School District 35, and the Ministry of the Education are about to sign their second enhancement agreement and one of the main goals of this agreement that came forward from the community consultation process, time and time again, was that in order for schools to be a place of success for Aboriginal children, it is essential for our children to feel a sense of belonging. By acknowledging the traditional territories, Kwantlen, Katzie, and Matsqui we are demonstrating respect, and in doing so, we are contributing to a sense of belonging. Members of the provincial Aboriginal advisory committee were pleased to have this pass because it is one more step in the acknowledgement of the changes needed to provide a safe, respectful, and welcoming place for our children to learn. That being said, while reading Janet Steffenhagen’s blog (see below) and in particular the follow up comments regarding this recommendation, it’s clear there is much work to be done in our province, and in our country to establish respect, understanding, and acceptance to build a better place to live for our children who will be our future leaders. http://www.vancouversun.com/sports/School+events+should+ begin+with+aboriginal+recognition+teachers+ federation/2651917/story.html  – Gail Stromquist, Langley)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=14854,BCTF News Releases  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources   For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development News Release Archives 2014  2013  2012    2011 2010  2009  2008 2007  2006  Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2008 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE January 18, 2008 Langley Special Education Report has provincial lessons  The BC Teachers’ Federation is strongly endorsing the report of the Langley Special Education Inquiry released yesterday. “This report, by a blue-ribbon panel of education experts, reinforces what we have been saying for five years,” said BCTF President Irene Lanzinger. “We have protested for years the chronic and tragic underfunding of students with special needs. The panel quite clearly agrees with that assessment.” The Teachers’ Federation says it is routinely ignored by the education minister when it raises this issue. “Maybe,” said Lanzinger, “the government will listen to this independent panel and finally come up with the funding that students and their teachers so desperately need.”   Lanzinger had high praise for the panel’s work and for the collaboration between the Langley Teachers’ Association, the District Parent Advisory Council (DPAC), and CUPE Local 1260.  The three education stakeholders came together and set up the inquiry after the district board of education ignored pleas for action.      The report was produced by a three-person panel of education experts: Nadine Guiltner, former classroom teacher; Dr. Shirley McBride, former education ministry official; and Mike Suddaby, former school superintendent. The highlight of their inquiry was six days of public hearings which witnessed 110 presentations by parents, teachers, and concerned citizens. The panel’s report blasted the government in several places in its conclusions, stating bluntly that special education services would not recover to their previous level “...unless the province addresses the historical funding shortfall.” The report criticizes the new funding formula, stating “This does not mask the fact that these areas have been chronically underfunded for sometime.” The government’s recent pledge to speed up the assessment of students will be  “…a waste of time and money...” if appropriate services do not follow. The BCTF will be encouraging local teacher associations to use the report and its conclusions to approach their own boards. “The excellent recommendations to the Langley school district apply in varying degrees to districts across the province. Teachers will be talking to their boards to encourage them to study these recommendations and see where they might apply in their districts.”   “Now is the time for Minister Shirley Bond and the government to quit denying there is a problem,” said Lanzinger. “This report provides an excellent basis for acting to resolve the special education issue once and for all.” -  30  - For more information, contact Murray Dobbin, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1877 (office). Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12686,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 1999 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 12, Number 2, October 1999 Arbitration award in New Westminster by Sharon Yandle Arbitrator Joan Gordon has issued an award that is sure to have a positive impact on teachers seeking continuing appointments. In considering a grievance filed by the BCTF/New Westminster Teachers’ Union, the arbitrator found that the school district violated the collective agreement by making temporary appointments to positions that were not temporary. “Temporary appointments can only be made in very restricted circumstances,” she said. The position must “exist or be vacated by the incumbent for a short period of time—a temporary situation has specified start and end dates, and the period of time between those dates is of a short duration.” Where these criteria cannot be met, school boards cannot simply declare that vacancies are temporary. Citing, and rejecting, an all too familiar practice of school boards throughout the province, the award provides that “if it is apparent that a teacher will be off work for an extended period of time, her position cannot be transformed into a temporary vacancy by simply attaching start and end dates coinciding with successive school years to the replacing teacher’s appointment.” Arbitrator Gordon also dealt with the issue of temporarily existing positions. There are some circumstances, she said, in which a new position may be filled by a temporary appointment: a pilot program, for example, or unexpected and temporary enrolment increases. But where it can reasonably be known that a new position will be required on an ongoing basis, “then it cannot be posted and filled on a temporary appointment simply because it is a newly created position.” Applying these findings to the seven teachers represented in the grievance, all of whom had been given temporary appointments, Arbitrator Gordon found that the employer had wrongly placed six of the seven grievors in temporary positions when they should have been appointed to continuing contracts. It may be that for a considerable time some school boards have wrongly assigned teachers temporary instead of continuing appointments. However, that should not deter us from raising these violations whenever and wherever they exist. Arbitrator Gordon also ruled that the mid-contract modification process of the provincial collective agreement allowed the boards to seek changes to contract language if they so desired. Those that did not may not continue with a practice that has now been found to be in contravention of the collective agreement. While the same contractual provisions may not exist throughout the province, posting and filling clauses tend to be similar in many respects to the New Westminster language. To that extent, the Gordon award may favourably affect the Federation’s longstanding efforts to ensure continuing appointment status to as many teachers as possible. Sharon Yandle is an assistant director in the BCTF’s Legal Services Department. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=14884,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2008 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 20, Number 4, January/February 2008 BC Fed convention 51st convention marks BCTF's first year as full affiliate By Glen Hansman Delegates to the 51st annual BC Federation of Labour Convention were kept busy for the three-day event held November 26–28, 2007. As this was the BCTF’s first convention as a full affiliate, several locals brought their own resolutions to supplement the ones coming from the BCTF Executive Committee, and there was a definite sense that the convention was now "our" space as well. Our space, was not only to bring public education issues into the broader labour discussion, but also to more meaningfully learn from, and react to, the working conditions faced by other workers provincially, nationally, and globally. For instance, while the convention adopted a BCTF resolution calling for the repeal of the Liberal government’s education bills from last spring (Bills 20, 21, and 22), BCTF delegates also participated wholeheartedly in the $10 Minimum Wage petitioning activities during the convention. The convention diverged from its usual practice of not entertaining amendments from the floor by accepting one of ours, which added a reference to school boards to a resolution about municipal elections. Teachers at the convention were proud to attend the lunch-hour demonstration at the nearby Sears store in support of the 77 service technicians from the International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers (Local 213). They have been locked out since October 1 after Sears imposed a collective agreement with no wage increases for four years, cuts to holiday time, and a longer work week with no overtime. The convention is primarily about finding consensus, about the sharing of stories and information, of which we heard much: about the BC Fed’s successful campaign in honour of Grant DePatie (the young worker who was killed in 2005 following a gas-and-dash in Maple Ridge) to get new Worker’s Compensation Board regulations requiring employers to ensure that late-night retail workers would either work with at least one other worker or the employer must implement security measures. about BC Hydro workers, whose employer is now prevented from producing new power due to an agreement that sees new projects being in the control of private companies. about childcare workers who do not receive a pension. about the 2006 gold mine disaster in Mexico, which saw dozens of bodies left behind in the mine at the behest of the wealthy mining company, which also happens to be a large supporter of Vicente Fox. Napolean Gomez (president of the Mine Workers’ and Steelworkers’ Union in Mexico) addressed the convention, telling delegates about the five-month strike following the mining disaster, and the imprisonment and torture of union leaders that ensued. about the efforts of UniteHere! hotel workers (such as those at the Vancouver Airport Delta Hotel where the BCTF Representative Assembly is held) to bargain reasonable workloads, improved pay, and sick-leave provisions. about the continuing plight of migrant farm workers in Canada, who continue to face extremely unsafe conditions in their workplaces (e.g., having to travel in overcrowded vans, 40% of which need to be taken off the road), and for very little pay. BC Fed President Jim Sinclair reported that after the deaths of several women farm workers a couple of years ago, recommendations for change from the WCB and coroner went to the BC Liberals. At this point, changes have yet to be made to protect these workers. Farm contractors have an effective lobby of the Liberals, Sinclair said, resulting in a situation where migrant farm workers are effectively treated like slaves. "The minimum wage has to mean you can live on that wage," said Sinclair. Yet approximately 100,000 of these migrant farm workers earn less than $8 per hour. The conditions of migrant workers and temporary foreign workers in Canada and abroad were also addressed during the International Solidarity Night, which was definitely the highlight of the 2008 convention. A panel of activists and organizers from both North and South America outlined the harsh realities facing workers in both continents–and, in particular, Canada’s role in contributing to those harsh realities. In Colombia, for example, more trade unionists were killed there last year than anywhere else in the world, three million people have been displaced from resource rich areas, indigenous cultures are being annihilated, and human rights conditions in general are among the worst globally. Canada is pursuing a free-trade agreement in that country, which in effect will completely surrender 44 million people to corporate interests. Meanwhile, temporary foreign workers are being brought into Canada at an increasing rate—without adequate protections in place, with a high level of exploitation (e.g., low pay, few enforcement mechanisms for safety and other employment standards that do exist), along with racism, bullying, and threats of deportation. Delegates also attended a full day of workshops built around the themes of this year’s convention: Labour confronts the challenge of global warming, Organizing to meet the challenge of the global economy, and Mobilizing our members to participate in the democratic process. As teachers, we were proud to be there, and look forward to continuing working in solidarity with our allies in the labour movement. Glen Hansman is president of the Vancouver Elementary School Teachers’ Association. Learn more… about the efforts of hotel workers to lift one another above the poverty line: www.local40union.com and www.hotelworkersrising.org. about why a Canada—Colombia free-trade agreement is a big mistake: http://tinyurl.com/2mtbv4 about the new WCB regulations protecting late-night workers: www.bcfed.com/node/1133. about how Sears is treating its service technicians belonging to IBEW 213 by not shopping at Sears until the dispute is resolved, cutting up your Sears card and returning it, and writing letters to share your disapproval to Sears Canada Inc., National Customer Service Centre, c/o President’s Office, 500 College Street East, Belleville, Ontario K8N 5L3. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=20216,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 3, November/December 2009  The great class-size/composition sham By Richard Hoover and George Popp In the September issue of Teacher, David Denyer outlined the basics of arbitrator Dorsey’s 354-page ruling on the class-size and composition grievances for the 2006–08 school years. Dorsey found that 21 of the 81 representative classes for which evidence was presented were in violation of Section 76.1 of the School Act. Of the 21 cases in violation, 19 were found to have had flaws in consultation and, in the other 2 cases (a Chemistry 12 class of 36 students and a Social Studies 9 class of 29 with 8 IEP students), Dorsey determined the principal could not have held a reasonable opinion that they were appropriate for student learning. But the 2006–08 grievance process is still ongoing. As BCPSEA denies that any remedy should be awarded, we now need further hearing dates for arbitrator Dorsey to determine what the remedy will be. Following that, there will need to be more meetings and likely more hearings to determine which of the remaining 1,587 classes cited by the BCTF will receive remedies, and what those remedies will be. It has turned into a time-consuming, expensive, and disappointingly slow process. The students in the classes that were found to be in violation can never be compensated. Bill 33 has clearly been a failure in limiting class sizes and class compositions to educationally sound levels. What it did do was paper over the governments’ failure to properly fund public education, and legitimize thousands and thousands of oversize classes. For 2008–09, the government changed the legislation regarding consultation to put the onus on classroom teachers, rather than principals, to request consultations. For that year, there were 3,336 classes over 30 and 10,985 classes with more than 3 students with IEPs. Teachers reported to the BCTF over 4,000 instances where they disagreed with the size or composition of their classes. We are currently in the process of setting arbitration dates for Dorsey to hear the evidence from 2008–09. For 2009–10, as Teacher goes to press, we are still collecting consultation forms from teachers who disagree with the organization of their classes. We anticipate that for this year, once again, there will be well over 10,000 classes with more than 3 students with IEPs and well over 3,000 classes with more than 30 students. Although the ministry hasn’t yet published the statistics for 2009–10, the 2008–09 information is available for each school and district, and for the province as a whole at www.bced.gov.bc.ca/reporting/enrol/class-size.php. So, three years after first citing violations of the legislation, we still do not have a remedy or a solution. There are still thousands of oversize classes and classes whose compositions too often make it an impossible challenge to meet students’ needs. The process of identifying, reporting, and grieving violations of the legislation has been frustrating for everyone involved. Dorsey noted his own frustration with the legislation when he wrote that “the word ‘appropriate’...is not amenable to pre-determined definition,...(and that) perhaps ‘appropriate’ was chosen because it does not provide clarity or certainty or carry preordained constraints.” Dorsey concluded that the legislation, except in the rarest cases, grants principals “presumptive deference” in determining whether a class is “appropriate for student learning.” That is, the principal’s opinion will almost always prevail over the opinion of the teacher as to the appropriateness of the organization of the class for student learning. In his ruling, Dorsey found that a Surrey Humanities 8 class of 27 students, 6 with IEPs, was not in violation of the legislation—that is, it was appropriate for student learning. A Saanich Woodwork 10/11/12 class of 24 students, 9 with IEPs, was not in violation of the legislation. Another Saanich Science 9 class with 29 students, 6 with IEPs, was also not in violation of the legislation. A Qualicum Mathematics 7 class with 30 students, including 5 with IEPs, was not in violation of the legislation. A Merritt Grade 5 class of 28 with 5 IEP students (rising to 11 IEPs later in the year) was not in violation of the legislation. The lack of effect of Bill 33 on class size and composition around the province is astounding. Last year, in Campbell River, over 33% of classes had more than 3 students with IEPs and almost 9% of classes had more than 30 students. In Delta, 8.2% of classes were over 30 last year, and 21.8% had more than 3 students with IEPs. In Victoria, 17.9% of classes had more that 3 students with IEPs. In Nanaimo, 15.7% of classes had more than 3 students with IEPs. In Surrey and North Vancouver 13.6% of classes had more than 3 students with IEPs. In Qualicum, where there has been a 22% increase in administration over the last five years, almost 32% of classes in the district had more than 3 students with IEPs last year, and over 10% of all classes were over 30. To compound matters, the local had to file a grievance last year because the superintendent didn’t provide the board with a report on the organization of classes as required by the School Act. Boards and superintendents just aren’t taking the legislation seriously. In a number of districts, superintendents have ignored the requirements of the School Act for reporting to parents, trustees, and the public. Our locals have had to launch grievances and Freedom of Information requests to obtain basic information about the organization of classes in the district. With the exception of Vancouver, all superintendents have ignored Dorsey’s direction that boards and parent groups need to be informed of teachers’ specific disagreements with their class organizations. In other districts, superintendents have given oral reports to the public board meeting required under the School Act, rather than the signed and written report required by law. Many superintendents have neglected to provide the board with the rationale for each class over 30, as specifically required in legislation. Prior to the stripping of our collective agreements in 2002, there were very clear class-size and composition provisions. These were reasonable, enforceable, and agreed to by the parties. Those provisions took into consideration safety, equipment, and space concerns in lab and shop courses. They recognized the need for flexibility and the demands of multigrade classes. And they recognized the need to reduce class sizes when special needs students were integrated. Provisions in our pre-2002 collective agreements also recognized students’ needs for counselling, ESL, library, learning assistance, and special education services. Such services were guaranteed by providing ratios of specialist teachers to students. It’s clear that we cannot rely on legislation to maintain the quality of public education in British Columbia. Negotiating provisions into our collective agreements for class size and composition and student support is the only way we can assure students, parents, and teachers that we will truly have classes that are, in the words of the failed legislation, “appropriate for student learning.” Richard Hoover is director and George Popp is assistant director, BCTF Field Service Division. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13666&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 1997 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 10, Number 1, September 1997 Macdonald School by Barb Parrott Our struggle was long. It started in October 1995 and ended in May 1997 when the Vancouver School Board agreed to provide additional staff to address the needs of the students at Sir William Macdonald Elementary School. Fall 1995 Teachers at Macdonald, an inner-city school in the north-east of Vancouver, met to discuss the desperate unmet needs of our students. The first step was for every teacher to keep a diary for a designated week. We shared these diaries of incredibly compelling stories of events in our students’ lives for the week and the significant effects that these had on their behaviour. Our area’s assistant superintendent was deeply moved. Teachers agreed to be diligent in demanding the services that our collective agreement required. During the 1995–96 school year, our school underwent accreditation. We defined as a goal a minimum of two trained adults in every classroom. The external team unanimously supported this. The year before we had completed a “Dynamic Assessment” on all our students. The assessment showed that our students could learn, could be excited by learning, but usually did not have the skills or strategies necessary to make progress. We decided to use this information in a major brief to the school board. Our two learning-assistance teachers reviewed the achievement levels of all our students in a number of areas. November 1996 We presented the brief to the board. We asked for a pilot project at Macdonald that would provide an additional trained person in every enrolling class. Parents assisted in the presentation. The board thanked us. As a result of the inaction by the VSB and the escalating problems at Macdonald, the executive of the Vancouver Elementary School Teachers’ Association (VESTA) declared Macdonald a “school in crisis.” We withdrew our association representatives to many district committees. The superintendent requested an immediate meeting with our three full-time table officers. We again presented our concerns. The entire staff was present and introduced themselves to the array of assembled trustees and senior management. The board responded by providing, until June, one additional support staff person for the entire school. Not good enough! February 1997 VESTA, with the financial assistance of the BCTF, hired a community organizer. Mel Lehan worked with parents to assist them with strategies and tactics that might successfully result in more support for their children. Parents, staff, and VESTA representatives again met with the board and officials from various ministries, but there was no response from the VSB. April 2, 1997 In frustration, a group of parents set up a camp on the lawn of the school-board offices and resolved to stay until the needs of their children had been met. They were there for 40 days! Lana Wright, a parent, decided to walk from Prince Rupert to Vancouver to raise awareness, not just of the unmet needs of the students at Macdonald, but for all other inner-city schools and First Nations children. She began her walk on April 12 and arrived back at Macdonald on June 14. During this period, most of the teachers and many parents were interviewed on radio, appeared on TV, or were quoted in newspapers. The parents’ camp was covered in every local paper, on all Vancouver TV stations, in various union and other newsletters, and even in The Globe and Mail. Mid-May 1997 As a result of these concerted and co-ordinated actions, the VSB agreed to continue the January to June alternate program worker, and to provide two additional teachers and two additional support staff workers for at least the 1997–98 school year. Through the co-ordination efforts of the VSB, various ministries and community groups are committed to continue addressing the problems by such actions as developing and locating programs at Macdonald School or in the Macdonald neighbourhood. It may not be perfect, but all involved believe it’s a considerable victory for our students. We hope our efforts can be used to help other teachers and parents address their “in crisis” schools, too. Barb Parrott is VESTA 1st vice-president, a member-at-large on the BCTF Executive, and a teacher at Macdonald Elementary School, Vancouver.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/issues/research.aspx?id=5808&printPage=true,BCTF > School C and D: Approaches to inclusion and ESL at 2 Coquitlam middle schools  	Untitled Page  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Issues in Education > Inclusive Education > Research Project “School C” and “School D”: A Case Study of approaches to inclusion and ESL at two Coquitlam middle schools by Nadine Tambellini April 2003 Background Personnel interviewed This case study is based on interviews with the Student Support team leaders at both School C and School D, two middle schools in Coquitlam, B.C. School C Student Services Team Leader The Student Services Team Leader at School C has been teaching for 14 years in Coquitlam, and lives in the Coquitlam area. She began her teaching career as a Primary core teacher at an elementary school working with Grade 2/3 and Grade 3 classes, and did some Music relief for Grades K to 4. She then moved on to teaching at another elementary school, teaching intermediate core class for two years as the middle school movement was beginning. She taught at School D, one of Coquitlam’s first middle schools, in its third year of operation as the Student Services team leader, Grade 8 Student Services teacher, and Counselor. After three years she moved to School C in its second year of operation, as the Student Services team leader. She has been here since, moving from Grade 6/7 Student Services teacher (two years) to Grade 8 Student Services teacher (two years). The School C Student Services team leader has a behaviour specialty; the school’s core teaching staff and Student Services teachers seek out her advice as required. The Student Services team leader position, for which she nets approximately $250 per month, includes such responsibilities as: preparing and keeping minutes of the monthly Special Education Assistants Meeting preparing and keeping minutes of the weekly Student Services Case Management Meeting assisting with the articulation and the transitioning of students to School C, within School C, and to high school. co-ordinating district services running Problem Solving meetings within the school for parents of the needier students. The team leader’s actual teaching job includes providing pull-out adapted and modified programs for Math and Science for two Grade 8 teams (20 blocks per week), providing “extra” language support to ESL students (5 blocks per week), providing Learning Strategies Centre support (Learning Disabilities [LD] skill development), a new program she developed at School C, and providing extra support during non-French time. Her volunteer activities include running the school store, which employs many students with exceptionalities (most nutrition breaks and lunch hours), running her team’s peer tutoring program, acting as the Parent Advisory Council (PAC) teacher rep and as the School Planning Council (SPC) rep, co-ordinating the Coquitlam Middle School Student Services team leaders’ meetings, and running the Advanced Math Program. She generally works nearly 12 hours per day, from 7:30 a.m. to 6:00 or 7:00 p.m., with a late working night until 9:00 p.m. once a week. As well, she comes in for 6 to 8 hours on weekends. School D Student Services Team Leader The Student Services Team Leader at School D has been teaching for six years, beginning as a Student Services teacher at the Grade 8 level for a year, and then moving into a Grade 8 classroom for a year. Over the next four years, she moved from being a 6/7 core team leader and 6/7 Student Services teacher to the school Counselor and Student Services team leader. Her entire teaching career has been at School D. School D’s Student Services team leader has specialty areas in behaviour and counseling. Her team leader responsibilities include: running informal and ongoing SEA meetings preparing and keeping minutes of the weekly School-based Team Meeting co-ordinating the articulation and transitioning of students co-ordinating district services running Problem-Solving meetings for teams with parents and needy students. Her job involves running a section of the Reading Stars Program (a reading intervention program), acting as the school Counselor, and teaching a block of PE and a block of either Art or Drama. Her volunteer activities include supervising the Rocket Club; running the Mountain Biking Club; running the school’s peer counseling program; and participating in the school-based Effective Behaviour Support (EBS) and Advisory committees. The schools, and student demographics (September 2002) School C School C was built five years ago; it was designed with integration in mind, and meets all the requirements for students with physical disabilities such as wheelchair accessibility. It has two Learning Centres on each floor, located near the two teams which utilize them. However, the Learning Centres are of two different sizes and both need to be larger to accommodate the numbers of students that are now seen. Also, this school’s classrooms seem to be smaller than those in other, older middle schools, and really could be larger, to support the 30 students that generally use them each day. The school is three storeys high and was the last “new” middle school built in Coquitlam. The school is located on the Westwood Plateau, a very privileged section of Coquitlam. Most families here are self-employed and upper-middle-class or higher. Sixty percent of the population is Asian, with the majority being Chinese and Korean. Iranians are another of the fastest-growing cultural groups at the school. Total student headcount, September 2002: 690   ESL students 118 17%   International students 12 2%   Ministry-designated Special Ed 42 6% Grey-area* Special Ed 33 5% in Learning Centre 45 6.5% in class   Ministry-designated Gifted 17 2%   Grey-area Gifted 37 5% A TOTAL of 44% of School C students receive Student Services support 42 teaching staff (38.2 FTE) and 2 administrators Student Services support of 5.1 FTE (with full-service model) School D School D was one of the first two middle schools built in Coquitlam School District. It is situated in Port Coquitlam, in a lower-middle-class area. It is nine years old, on one level, and was built with a middle-school philosophy and the full-service model in mind (e.g., there are four classes in a pod/team, and a Student Services room is located within each team area). Staff would like the Student-Services rooms to be bigger, to accommodate students’ needs. The school has just undergone a major renovation to increase the number of its classrooms. The School D student population is mainly comprised of Caucasian students, plus a mix of Korean, Chinese, Persian, and Vietnamese. Total student headcount, September 2002: 699   ESL students 17 2.5%   International students 2 0%   Ministry-designated Special Ed 30 4% Grey-area* Special Ed 100 14% in Learning Centre 37 5% in class   Ministry-designated Gifted 19 2.7%   Grey-area Gifted 21 3% A TOTAL of 32% of School D students receive Student Services support 41 teaching staff (38.0 FTE) and 2 administrators Student Services support of 3.9 FTE * Grey area students are serviced by Student Services staff on in-class IEPs or on pull-out-support IEP programs, but are not officially designated by the Ministry of Education Delivery of Student Services at schools C and D The full-service model School C runs a full-service Student Services model, in which each Student-Services teacher is assigned to a team of four or more classes. The Student Services teacher attached to each team manages all the programming, documentation, and meetings for all the designations of students: ESL, skill development, adapted and modified, behaviour, and challenge students. Each Student Services teacher brings a specialty area to the Student Services team. For instance, one is a behaviour specialist, another an ESL specialist, and so on. Each Student Services teacher can seek out the support of the others in their fields of expertise as required. Students’ programs are currently set up to meet each individual’s learning needs. If a student needs support in a Learning Centre, it is available to them, or if they are able to work in the classroom environment with the collaboration of the Student Services teacher and the classroom teacher, then the support is given to make this happen. There is a team approach and a sense of team ownership when supporting students with ministry designations and “grey area” students — teachers work with the input of the parent and the student to best determine their learning needs and how to meet them. School D also works on the principles of the full-service model, with the same components, but here two Student Services personnel are each responsible for two teams. Student Services staff provide the ESL and Gifted programs on a school-wide basis, to get the most effective use of their time. School D also runs a Reading Stars program to support low readers: four students at a time are pulled out of class for an hour a day of intensive reading skill development. Student Services team teachers provide in-services on exceptionalities and programming for the staff, hold a team meeting each week, provide materials for in-class adapted programs, design programs for all modified students, maintain and manage all behaviour support plans, attend a Student Services meeting and a Case Management meeting each week on behalf of their respective teams, run most parent meetings within their respective teams (120 or more students), and act as the liaison for communicating programming needs and IEPs to persons involved, such as SEAs and other teachers. Both school’s Student Services models were set up by the same department head (now the team leader at School C). For “grey area” students — students who have additional needs but who are not ministry-designated — schools C and D continue to provide service on an as-needed basis. Staff at both schools have always provided service to students in the grey area: these students are on IEPs, whether in pull-out in the Learning Centre, or in classroom-based programs. The Student Services teachers are involved writing the IEP, monitoring progress with the teacher, and providing support materials. At this time, each student’s placement is determined based on his or her level of need, i.e., whether they need time in the Learning Centre or assistance in the classroom. However, Student Services pull-out classes are continuing to get larger, with 10–12 students being the average class size. Use of Special Education Assistants The Special Education Assistants (SEAs) are considered a valuable resource at both schools. This year School C has five SEAs: three who work 30 hours per week, and one each at 20 and 15 hours per week, for a total of 125 hours per week. This is up from three last year (60 hours of support per week), and just one the year before. This year a total of 11 students receive direct SEA support at School C. School D has two SEAs this year, one with a 30-hour-per-week position, and the other at 15 hours per week. They work with two students. The SEAs work with students who are designated by the ministry as requiring such supports. In many cases, the district has gone beyond what the ministry has “given” and provided more hours to support these students’ needs appropriately and comfortably. Students with SEA needs are often paired and assigned to the same classroom so they can share SEA hours; for example, two students with 10 hours each, combined together in a class, have 20 hours of SEA help per week and all of their academic time is covered. All the SEAs share the students to combine expertise, which minimizes burn-out for both the students and the SEAs, and gets more “bang for the buck” from the SEA time allotted by the district. At School C it is already known that the number of students requiring SEA support will increase in the upcoming year. As mentioned above, the district has always spent much more than the ministry provided in funds targeted for special education, and the concern is that given the actual hours assigned to these students, will schools C and D be able to continue to provide the quality inclusionary programs the SEA-support students currently have? An ongoing concern has been the lack of substitute SEAs — SEAs who can step in when another SEA is ill. On more than seven occasions this past year, when an SEA has called in sick there has not been a replacement, and the timetable for the students with special needs has had to be adjusted so that some students are doubled- or even tripled-up, and in some cases, for safety reasons, programs have had to be cancelled. Support from district staff A variety of district support staff visit schools C and D on a regular and/or continuing basis. The hearing itinerant and the vision itinerant visit regularly to support the needs of a designated student, but they lend their expertise for other students within the school as well. The speech and language pathologist and psychologist come as requested for testing and consultations. The Student Services zone co-ordinator acts as a learning resource on documentation needs, and in other areas as requested. Classroom supports Adaptations and modifications For students experiencing some difficulties where assessment dictates further intervention, staff at schools C and D use as much adaptation as needed to meet a child’s learning needs while still following the required grade-level learning outcomes. Most adaptation consists of reducing quantity and extending timelines. Even if the child is in the Learning Centre for adaptations, the same themes and subjects are taught as in the classroom, but “skills’ are added that support each child’s learning. For students working three or more grade levels below their age group, assessment and needs may dictate a modified program. In this case, schools C and D use resources such as Step by Step Math, English Smart, and Lingui System school-bought resources, and many teacher-bought resources. Student Services staff at schools C and D are currently developing resources to support Learning-Centre-based students and students in classroom-based adapted or ESL programs. Staff have over the past year bought numerous adapted novel sets with teacher manuals, and in some cases books on tape. Many adapted and ESL units have been bought to support the Social Studies and Science curriculums for the middle-school level. School C now has the “Soar to Success” reading program for the middle grades, which reaches students at a variety of learning levels. Both schools are considering more computer-driven learning programs to assess needs and provide some learning supports. Using technology Schools C and D are very technology-based schools — much communication is handled by e-mail, as there is an expectation that teachers check in on it at the start and end of each day. All templates for documentation, and school service lists, are in a shared folder for all Student Services team members to access. All IEPs and student support plans can be accessed in a teacher desktop folder so staff can review the plans as needed. School C posts homework on each teacher’s web site to support student needs, and parents can e-mail teachers for prompt responses. Other technology resources to support students include the accelerated reading program and the learning equation. Staff in-service and professional development Teachers at schools C and D use a variety of effective instructional strategies to meet the learning needs within their classrooms. At School C, all teaching staff have been in-serviced by other staff, district staff, and/or consultants. As part of addressing School C’s literacy goals, Faye Brownlie (a well-known educational consultant) meets regularly with staff on literacy strategies and assessment practices, and will continue to do so next year. Many Student Services team members use the Knowledge Frameworks, Dawne Reithaug adapted templates, and Organizing Thinking Frameworks. They also use an “Adapted Strategies” sheet that was developed for staff use by the Student Services team. The Reading 44 program developed by the North Vancouver School District is used school-wide at School D. School C’s professional development focus is to work on the school goals of social responsibility and literacy. Some of this information is offered at staff meetings. They also have in-services on Student Services and computer technology at their admin “paid-for” luncheons. Workshop topics have included adapting in the class, dealing with behaviour, supporting Gifted needs, etc. The district offers beginning teachers and Student Services teachers district-in-services on topics to support their job needs. Student Services team leaders also provide workshops to their team members on needs topics; at School C these have included different testing methods, Learning Strategies Centre (a new program being piloted at School C to meet the needs of LD learners), report-card writing, IEP documentation, and more. School D offers the same supports to their teaching staff. Articulation and transition School C and D’s Student Services teams continue to spend a great deal of time in the transitioning and articulation of students’ needs from elementary school to middle school. This task includes designing the forms and timelines to acquire necessary information in the most effective way. The work is very time-consuming, and most of the actual sorting of the resources is done outside school hours. Students Services team staff begin the articulation process for their feeder schools in January, with the reviewing of their forms. In February, they send out timelines to the elementary schools and start chatting with the Student Services specialists there about the students with special needs who will be coming to them. By March and April, the Counselors and Student Services Team Leaders visit the feeder schools and articulate the students with special needs, and have some of the students begin visits to ease the transition. As well, they usually sit in on relevant IEP review meetings to better facilitate the move to the middle-school level. In May, the entire Student Services team goes to the feeder school to articulate the rest of the students, reviewing the transition forms to prepare for team and class building. At the same time, the core teachers fill out the same forms for team and class building and more forms for the movement of Grade 8s to high schools. Student Services team members at each school create templates of students to keep together and to keep apart from one another, for building core and explorations classes. They prepare a medical binder, and profiles of the 20 most needy students are drawn up to share with staff. The Student Services team spends approximately 20 to 24 hours in the articulation process, and their team leader spends this time plus an extra 80 hours with IEP reviews and related work. Parent involvement Regular communications between staff and parents in addition to open houses, parent interviews, report cards, and student-led conferences, is encouraged at both schools. Teachers call parents to inform them of their children’s successes and needs in a pro-active manner. Communications with parents in the form of meetings and phone calls are documented by the teachers. All documentation of IEP review meetings, team/student meetings, Case Management and Student Services meetings, mediations, problem-solving meetings, behaviour forms, and so on, are kept by Student Services teachers at both schools in binders in the appropriate team’s Student Services room for future reference. Parents are provided with copies of their child’s IEP, as well as notes from review meetings and problem-solving meetings. Throughout the year, parents are sent information on district meetings, and resources are sent home to help them support their child’s learning needs. The school counselors and administrators have produced a wonderful “welcome to” booklet for parents. Both School C and D have very supportive parents. At School C, each class has a parent rep, and parents are in the school each week for various volunteer activities, such as shopping for Home Arts and the school store, as well as cupcake sales and other fundraisers. A few parents volunteer within classrooms each week helping with crafts, etc. At School D, however, volunteerism is not as visible this year — one parent does odd jobs, and others will come in as requested (many of these are the PAC parents). At both schools, parents are positive about the job staff are doing to educate their children. Parents have questioned, in appropriate ways, why there are fewer teacher volunteers, and they have responded by helping out more with coaching, etc. How things are changing A significant issue at schools C and D is the beginning of a change in how students are supported within learning centres and classrooms due to the changes (reductions) in the number of Student Services support personnel in the schools. This change is not based on best practice, but rather on necessity due to budget cutbacks. As staffs, both schools C and D were very vocal in their feelings that it is not the class size that is important so much as the class composition. If too many students requiring supports are placed in each class, students cannot get the quality or quantity of teacher time they need to be successful. Enrolments and student needs School C is seeing a slight decline in their ESL population, with more ESL students entering at levels 3 and 4 than at levels 1 and 2, as was previously the case. Also, now some of their ESL students have Special Education designations. For instance, this year they have three ESL designated students who also have autism, Down’s syndrome, and moderate behaviour needs. In addition, many of their International students, although hardworking, have difficulties without their parents here and are seeking out more counseling supports to deal with emotional stresses. On the other hand, School D has a small number of ESL students of mixed ability levels that is consistent with their past enrolments. However, they are expected to take more International students next year. School C has experienced a huge increase in the area of special needs, especially the number of low-incidence and LD students. To meet student needs, SEA staffing increased from 60 hours of support per week last year, to 125 hours of support per week this year. For the past two years, students from the feeder schools have been needier: many require in-class or pull-out support programs, yet they do not generate ministry funding. School C’s Gifted programs have been maintained, yet the classes overall are much larger. In the past, Gifted students had two 40-minute pull-out blocks per team — this year, it is two 40-minute pull-out blocks for two teams, a 50% reduction. Because of this, some students will have Challenge for only one term, as the classes are too large otherwise. With the increase in numbers of students requiring help both in the class and in the Learning Centre, and the decrease in Student-Services time per team, School C has become very creative in structuring classes. Now it’s more important than ever to have teachers within each team teaching the same subject and theme during the same block, for best use of Student Services pull-out time. Teams also share services (e.g., Gifted and Learning Strategies Centre) to accommodate higher numbers of students to meet individual student needs. This necessitates more meetings, more paperwork, and more consultation, and there are fewer personnel to help with it. The Student Services teams at schools C and D have been pro-active, providing many in-services to their school staffs on in-class adapting for students, dealing with behaviour (ADD/ODD), and enrichment programs. They have also spent a great deal of time developing processes, documentation, and procedures to support all staff in dealing with students with behaviour and special needs. At School D, the number of students needing Student Services did not change this year, but the cutbacks in specialist support time have affected staffing so that, for example, there is now one Student Services teacher for two teams (for a combined total of seven classes). In the past, there would have been one Student Services teacher per team (four classes). This has reduced services to students and has increased the workload of specialist support teachers. Class size and composition School C continues to have classes of Grade 6/7 blends and straight Grade 8s. Grade 8 classes are actually smaller this year — on average 28–29 students — while Grade 6/7 blends are larger, with all blends around 29 or 30 students. The limit previously in the collective agreement of two ministry-designated students per class has been maintained this year, except for two classes with three each to start the year, and at last count the tally had reached four. School policy, as they class-build and as they get new students in during the year, continues to be about balancing the needs of the students within the classes and teams to support the teachers and the learning environments in each classroom. Placements in Explorations classes are also monitored, so that, for example, level 1 and 2 ESL students do not have Tech Ed or Home Arts in their first term, for safety reasons. They also try to place Level 1, 2, and 3 ESL students with another student who speaks their home language, in all their core and explorations classes. At School D, class sizes have not changed much, but the Grade 8 classes are larger. They continue to balance the needs of students within each class throughout the year. They currently also have four classes with three or more ministry-designated students. This paper has described very similar responses and reactions for both schools C and D in dealing with the changes in Student Services inflicted upon them by cutbacks. Their Student Services programs were set up by the same department head (now at School C), and they share the philosophies of the full-service model, a flexible approach to meeting changing needs, and regular collaboration with other middle schools to maintain quality processes and practices, as important principles. However, it must be noted that while School C, on paper, may have more needs in terms of IEPs, School D’s needs are greater in terms of the intensity of the needs supported, especially in the area of behaviour. Staffing levels School C has experienced reductions that have affected all staff, including reduced counseling, reduced library, reduced Student Services, and reduced Explorations. At the same time, there have been small increases in class sizes and increases in documentation requirements. Staff must work harder, with fewer resources to rely on for support. There is a feeling of losing the quality of what can be done for students, because some of the newer teachers do not yet have the expertise to do the jobs that were lost in the cutbacks (such as in Student Services). Teachers are apprehensive about further cuts. As mentioned above, School C lost 0.5 FTE from their Student Services team this year. The team leader stressed that Student Services are spending more time dealing with more students. They are also spending a great deal of time consulting with teachers who are dealing with more “needs” in their classrooms. Most of her paperwork and meetings are done before or after school. She arrives most days at 7:30 a.m. and works until 7:00 p.m., and she usually has one night she works late with students (from 3:00 to 6:00 p.m. on Wednesdays). She also helps students on any mornings/after school times she does not have meetings with team members or parents. She knows her Student Services team at School C is dealing with more students in their learning centres and supporting more IEP-based students/teachers in classroom-based programs, based on their team documentation. She worries about the toll this may take on some teachers. As a team, they do not want the students who need support to go without the quality programs and access to the programs to which they have been accustomed. These changes affected the team leader at School C so that she feels she is working harder to “cover” for jobs on the Student Services team that are now part-time due to cutbacks, in terms of communication of information and participation in increased meetings. She is trying to be proactive in terms of providing in-service in anticipation of cutbacks, by offering workshops to deal effectively with behaviour in the classroom, classroom adaptations, and a mouse-driven report card that saves time and provides consistency. As a Student Services team they are working on streamlining paperwork and compacting timelines to ease the job, because the demands are greater this year, and staffing is reduced. Like School C, School D also lost a portion of its Student Services time this year. Their Student Services team leader stressed that her Student Services teachers are spending a great deal of time consulting with core teachers who are dealing with more “needs” in their classrooms. Most of her paperwork and meetings are done before or after school. Her schedule varies depending on coaching and parent meetings. She also helps students before and after school, if she doesn’t have meetings with team members or parents. Staff at School D share School C’s feelings of uncertainty, need more time to communicate with teachers about the needs of students for Student Services support, and find ways to provide the appropriate delivery of support. They also have to do more with less. At School D, had service levels stayed the same this year as last year, more students would be receiving Student Services support than now are. Many of these students are in the classrooms on programs, but not receiving direct service from specialist support teachers this year. Student Services teachers at schools C and D feel they are working harder than ever to “do the best for kids”, as they have done in the past. While they have a lot of control over how they do their jobs, they are increasingly frustrated by the lack of control they have in some of the choices available for doing what is right for students. Overall, staff are required to do much more paperwork and attend more meetings than before. They are now much more careful in their volunteering choices, as more of their job is decided for them. Direct teaching time by specialist support teachers continues to happen at both Schools C and D, but it has changed. In the past, every core team (of 4 to 5 classrooms in a team) had one full-time Student Services teacher. This Student Services person also did not teach Explorations, but provided beginner ESL/Challenge or some other support need for another team that supported their team schedule. This year, three teams do not have a support-person on at least one day, and some on one-and-a-half days. Other teams have their Student Services teacher supporting two teams. We have a teacher “filling in” some support and providing Challenge programming for the school and some supports for the teams without full-time support. More paperwork Paperwork, including IEPs and documents, is needed to meet accountability requirements. The Student Services team leaders at schools C and D feel the requirements are getting ridiculous. They spend much more time doing paperwork than they used to. Coquitlam School District, which is under-funded by the ministry for Student Services compared to the services actually provided, makes templates or shared timelines, but schools have to implement ministry and district initiatives and make their own processes, procedures, and templates which meet the needs of their particular student population. When allotted preparation time is used up, teachers use their own time to complete all the IEP drafts and updates, written reporting, and articulating information required, as that has always been policy. During peak times, Student Services teachers spend 20 to 30 hours per week of their own time getting this documentation done, including creating IEP and reporting templates, and presenting in-services on how to use them. On average over the year, they spend five hours a week doing this work. A big issue arising from the increasing requirements for paperwork, and testing to support the paperwork, is “When does it get done?” No teacher wants to take away from direct support time for students, but there may be no choice in the next few years. More meetings At both schools C and D, all Student Services teachers attend the weekly Student Services and Case Management meetings (a half-hour for each). Many also have to prepare presentations for these meetings, and do the follow-up recommendations (plans/documentation, etc.). This is the first year that School C has run meetings at times other than at lunch or before school. School D runs their Case Management meetings, called School-Based Planning meetings, in Block 7 once a week. At both schools, the Student Services staff also participate in all meetings regarding the ESL/IEP students on their teams. All IEP students require three meeting per year to set up and review the IEP, and ESL students require at least five meetings per year with parents. This does not include the many meetings with the team teachers and with the students themselves. The Student Services teachers also run the Student Meeting on each of their teams. As team leaders, both teachers in this case study attend and chair most of the high profile students meetings in their respective schools. Ministry-mandated activities School Improvement Plan School C’s School Improvement Plan and school goals of social responsibility and literacy have driven Pro D this year, as mentioned above, since both are so applicable to all staff roles. Staff at large were not as impacted by the development/paperwork of these goals as were the explorations team leader and the administration team, who “developed” the outline and time-lines based on staff input. For these three people, the time, documentation, and accountability were great, and they did the work outside school hours. School Planning Council It made sense for the Student Services team leader at School C to be the teacher rep on the School Planning Council (SPC), as she is also the school’s Parent Advisory Council (PAC) rep. The meetings and training for this ministry-required committee all take place outside school hours. So far, PAC take up two to three hours per month, and the SPC has been the same. These two committees have been effective in maintaining relationships with parents. School C was one of the Coquitlam schools chosen for the Performance Goals Review. District accountability contracts, Foundation Skills Assessment results, and the potential for ministry audits also have an impact on teacher workload at schools C and D – usually increasing it! Decision-making The Student Services team leaders at schools C and D still feel that they continue to have a tremendous amount of control right now in terms of input into their jobs and how their teams operate, even though reduced options for students are a cause of frustration. Their principals seek input from them on many student-based programming decisions. Many times, their administrators leave the decisions on how the team will allocate resources (other than the actual staffing) to them. However, they are extremely concerned that, over the next years, decisions may be made for their schools based on the level of ministry funding, rather than on the student needs assessed. Staff morale Student Services team leaders School C Student Services team leader loves her job — the minute she is in her class “all is well with the world”. She loves working with students and their families, and works hard to establish solid relationships. However, she does not love the many changes that happen to her job each year — more paperwork, changing expectations for paperwork, the threat of audits, and the lack of time to support new members to her team. She feels she has to do her job “well” — she has always put many hours into her job and has loved every minute doing so. However, many of these hours are not being spent doing extras for students, but just on doing the job as per all the requirements. This is the first time in her career that she has felt anxious; she already has team members worried about their Student-Services positions, and discussing who would be kept in their current positions, etc. “It is so frustrating for Student Services teachers and teachers/admin and SEAs to put so much time into helping others by doing your job well, and then to be so under-appreciated and mistreated by these cutbacks that damage the resources we can provide to kids.” She loves the flexibility she has in her role as both a Student Services teacher and a department head for developing relationships with many more students and providing more one-to-one supports. However, this past year she has considered moving back into the classroom as a change, but would it really give her more time to do the job to the quality she likes to do it? The Student Services job is so overwhelming, if you do it right, and she will not let herself do anything less. She has also considered moving to a new job and/or a new school, but is worried about the needy group of Grade 7s moving through the school right now and the relationships she has already started to build to support their upcoming Grade 8 year. Each school is going through their own challenges with the cutbacks anyway, would anywhere else look any different? School C’s Student Services team leader kept track for one week and each block of how many times she was interrupted by non-classroom-based issues while teaching. Issues have included behaviour needs in another class or team, and staff members coming to the door with an “emergency” that is something only she can solve. She averaged 8 interruptions per block per day, with a high of 15 and a low of 6. Incredible! These are situations she was presented with that have nothing to do with her classroom job. The School D Student Services team leader worries about the school’s Student Services time and counseling time for next year. She is hoping it won’t be cut. She wishes she had more time with and for students. She finds this year, more than ever, that much of her time is going to paperwork and meetings — but she stresses that the paperwork must be done to get the resources needed to service the students. Student Services and school staff Last year, when School C went through the provincial contract dispute, the Student Services team leader was acting as the local union rep, and reports that her staff worked very hard to maintain a positive environment with each other, administration, students, and parents. They were successful as a school in working through the issues together. This year, she sees more staff dissension in terms of miscommunications. When she has examined these problems, they come down to lack of time and too-high expectations set by individuals for themselves and others. Many staff will say that they realize there were cutbacks in terms of Explorations and Student Services support staff, but they do not want to work without the resources they’ve had in the past and that support students. School C’s Student Services team worked very hard creating, and now maintaining, processes for communication so that everyone is aware of what is going on in terms of students’ timetables and needs. They have hyper-linked students’ IEPs on the staff desk-top computer so that all staff can see the adaptations needed to support individual students. They are finding that in the past year or two, they do not have the “sit down” time to be proactive rather than reactive in dealing with some situations. They feel they’ve made an effort to remain positive as a staff with each other, but have found that some people are more “short’ or terse in their dealings with some situations now than they might have been a few years ago. A key concern within Student Services teams is the increased potential for “burn-out”. Given the complexities and pressures of the Student Services role as described above, more of these teachers are discussing moving into classroom positions and considering part-time work. These scenarios could lead to an increase in teacher “burn-out”, as less-experienced Student Services personnel mentor new staff, and ownership of students, and communication with staff and parents, becomes more complicated if too many part-time people take over these already “overworked” full-time positions. School C’s staff in general is frustrated that the “extra” time they put into their jobs is spent on doing documentation, in some cases, or managing students who would have been supported by other personnel within the school in previous years. There is a feeling that over the next year, they will have to be experts not only in their own field, but in all the teaching fields, to support the needs of their students. Staff feel that parents and students appreciate their professionalism, but the government and the general public do not. “Fear” is the word most commonly used to describe their feelings about what may happen when staffing is announced in the spring (and over the next few years): Who will be laid off? Whose jobs may be cut? What more will the classroom teacher face without supports within the school or within the district? School D’s staff maintains a positive outlook, and is not commenting much on the cutbacks — they just deal with them. There is some uncertainty and apprehension among staff, especially younger staff and those working in specialty positions such as French Immersion, Student Support, and Explorations, about possible cutbacks. Reduced district staff Since School C’s Student Services team leader began teaching in Coquitlam 14 years ago, the district has always functioned with a school-based support model — the full-service model at schools C and D being examples. With the closing of Winslow Centre and the cutbacks, staff throughout the district have lost out on the in-services district staff used to do to support teachers new to a job or to the profession. “The district folk I deal with, like the hearing itinerant, our speech language teacher, and our zone co-ordinator for Student Services, are very supportive. Yet again, the quality of time they spend with us is limited because their jobs are stretched, but they still provide outstanding service. I am concerned that we are not having the amount of in-service needed for new personnel to really get a handle on the job, yet we are so time-crunched already at school that we have difficulty making the time there to help them. When I joined this district I attended two or three in-services a week to support my professional development. Now, there isn’t the time to get out of the school to attend in-services, and the in-services are not happening because there are not the personnel to organize them.” All of these district personnel have increased workloads and work very hard to provide the same quality and level of service as they have in the past. School D’s Student Services team are concerned that if these people are cut back any further, where do they turn for help, guidance, and expertise? Concerns for the future There are no easy answers or solutions to the issues currently faced by schools resulting from financial cutbacks, which have caused class-composition and class-size changes, reductions in personnel, and changing documentation demands. One thing is a certainty, however: teachers cannot provide the quality of service to meet each student’s unique needs if the time, resources, and personnel are not available. Students deserve the best if they are to be successful.)
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(20141006,globalnews.ca,http://globalnews.ca/science/,Global News Your Region: National BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg On TV: News Hour Sections National National sections Locals Local sections Watch Watch sections Search Canada Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released Sections Health Money Consumer Tech Entertainment Environment Science Lifestyle Sports Featured Canada World Politics Investigations Canada Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released Your Region National Change BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Health Money Consumer Tech Entertainment Environment Science Lifestyle Sports Jump to a Region National BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Man trying to reach Bermuda in inflatable bubble rescued by Coast Guard Schedule NowNews Hour 6:30pmGlobal National More Programs Global National The West Block 16x9 The Morning Show More Personalities Dawna Friesen Carolyn Jarvis Liza Fromer Tom Clark More News Major snowfall covers N. Manitoba Entertainment ‘Gone Girl’ wins weekend box office News Journalist with Ebola arrives at US hospital Canada Quebecor sells off Sun newspaper chain News Crowdfunded bus debuts in Toronto Entertainment Depardieu reveals past as escort, thief Canada MPs debate motion for airstrikes in Iraq Sports NBA extends television deals for 9 years Trending Maple Syrup Heist Hong Kong protests Iraq crisis Luka Magnotta Ebola outbreak enterovirus D68 Ukraine Retail Wars Science Latest Science Videos 01:28 Top Story Do Canadians deserve mandatory labelling of GMO foods? 00:37 Top Story Is mandatory labelling of GMO foods needed? 01:17 Health Nobel Prize in Medicine awarded for discovery of ‘inner GPS’ 04:53 BC 1 Amazing images of Alaska’s massive walrus haul-out 02:52 Science Researchers create invisibility cloak inspired by Harry Potter 02:01 News Hour Toronto The Dirty Truth: Cosmetic Microbeads contaminating Great Lakes. 02:09 News Raw video: SpaceX rocket docks with ISS 02:15 Top Story NASA announces Maven spacecraft has entered Mars orbit 01:50 News Hour Toronto Study that examined “Jesus in toast” phenomenon could help scientists learn more about autism 01:36 Environment Giant squid undergoes autopsy in New Zealand museum 00:34 Science Meteorite captured on cellphone by concert-goer 02:19 Global National Ottawa researchers discover how to reverse age of stem cells 00:37 Science Timelapse of aurora in eastern Ontario 01:30 Science Canadian astronaut Jeremy Hansen discusses his underwater mission. 00:36 Science Sun releases X-class solar flare 00:35 Science Why Earth gets auroras 02:13 Science Astronauts return from ISS mission 01:06 Environment Stunning Timelapse View of Earth From Space 02:42 Morning News Saskatoon Innovation you can see 03:40 Morning News Edmonton Space and Science Latest Science News mass extinction 2 hours ago Are we in the midst of a mass extinction? There have been 5 mass extinctions — the loss of 75 per cent or more of the world’s species — in Earth’s history. Scientists now believe that we are at the early stages of the sixth. Continue reading → Lunar eclipse 3 hours ago Everything you need to know about Wednesday’s lunar eclipse On Oct. 8, Canada will be treated to its second lunar eclipse of the year. Find out what you can expect. Continue reading →   What is this? Branded content is written by or on behalf of our sponsor and not by Global News' editorial staff. If you'd like to learn more... What is this ? X What is this? Branded content is written by or on behalf of our sponsor and not by Global News' editorial staff. If you'd like to learn more... More stories below Iceland volcano October 2, 2014 3:13 pm WATCH: Drone gives us close-up tour of lava-spewing volcano More than a month after activity started at the Bardarbunga Volcano in Iceland, a drone managed to take an up-close and personal trip alongside — and almost inside — the bubbling volcano. Continue reading → Tesla October 2, 2014 12:02 pm Tesla CEO Elon Musk tweets about ‘D’, shares climb What was Tesla Motors CEO’s ‘D’ tweet about? No one knows for sure, but shares climb in anticipation of new Tesla model. Continue reading → Space October 1, 2014 4:37 pm 5 cool things we learned at the International Astronautical Congress This week, Toronto is hosting the 65th annual International Astronautical Congress where institutions and organizations from around the globe discuss the future of space. Here are just a few things to be gained from the conference. Continue reading → Mount Ontake October 1, 2014 2:53 pm Why wasn’t there a warning in Mount Ontake volcano eruption? On Saturday, an eruption of rock and debris rained down on unsuspecting hikers on Mount Ontake, Japan. How did that happen with so much monitoring of volcanoes? Continue reading →   What is this? Branded content is written by or on behalf of our sponsor and not by Global News' editorial staff. If you'd like to learn more... What is this ? X What is this? Branded content is written by or on behalf of our sponsor and not by Global News' editorial staff. If you'd like to learn more... Canadian Space Agency September 29, 2014 8:32 pm No visas for heads of Russian, Chinese space agencies to attend conference Ottawa’s apparent refusal to grant visas to the most senior Russian and Chinese delegates at a prestigious international astronautical conference Monday blindsided the head of Canada’s space agency. Continue reading → Space September 29, 2014 7:49 pm World’s largest space conference arrives in Toronto By Peter Kim Digital Broadcast Journalist Toronto has become the centre of the universe for the international space community as industry pioneers converged on the city for the 65th International Astronautical Congress. Continue reading → More stories below New technology September 26, 2014 4:05 pm 5 cool Star Trek inventions that may become a reality Hate the commute to work? Hoping to sneak up on somebody? Not to worry: scientists are hard at work trying to make science-fiction a reality. Continue reading → Elena Serova September 26, 2014 12:11 pm Female astronaut asked about hair, makeup plans in space On Thursday, Elena Serova became the first Russian cosmonaut aboard the International Space Station. So why was she fielding questions about her hair? Continue reading → Load More Popular Now How does Ebola spread? 5 things you need to know 17958 Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released 9957 Accused Madeleine McCann Twitter troll found dead 9216 Ebola: 5 reasons why an outbreak is highly unlikely in Canada 5718 UPDATE: What’s the best, cheapest Canadian cellphone plan out there? 5633 Featured Content Canada Ebola: 5 reasons why an outbreak is highly unlikely in Canada What are the chances of an Ebola outbreak taking off in Canada? It isn’t likely, according to experts. And here are a number of reasons why. Continue reading → Environment Are we in the midst of a mass extinction? There have been 5 mass extinctions — the loss of 75 per cent or more of the world’s species — in Earth’s history. Scientists now believe that we are at the early stages of the sixth. Continue reading → Health Lab-grown penises may soon be ‘ready for testing’ on humans Researchers in North Carolina say penises grown in laboratories could “soon be ready for human testing,” offering hope for men who have had traumatic injuries or penile cancer. Continue reading → Canada Meet Rachel Parent — the teen fighting for GMO labelling in Canada Rachel Parent is a 15-year-old activist. Her goal: mandatory labelling in Canada of all genetically modified organisms, or GMOs that are found as ingredients in food. Continue reading → Canada Abandoned puppies on the mend Twenty hungry, cold and flea-infested puppies found in a Saskatchewan field are now being nursed back to health at Battleford’s Humane Society. Continue reading → Science Everything you need to know about Wednesday’s lunar eclipse On Oct. 8, Canada will be treated to its second lunar eclipse of the year. Find out what you can expect. Continue reading → Canada Can homegrown food win the climate change war? Wondering what’s the single most effective way to combat climate change? Plant a garden. Continue reading → Canada 16×9: An investigation into illegal lumber Timber thieves are stealing wood from the Russian Far East, processing it in China and then shipping it to North America, a 16×9 investigation has found. Continue reading → Highlights Hounds of Parliament: As commuting cyclist and budget watchdog, Frechette must make his presence known Frechette draws a line distinguishing his personality as a cyclist and as the parliamentary budget officer. But surely there’s a parallel between the assertive man he is on a bike and in the role of PBO? Continue reading → Email alerts Sign up for FREE daily Globalnews.ca newsletters and breaking news alerts Email Address National Daily News National Breaking News By clicking on the submit button, I have read, understood and agreed to our privacy policy Twitter Follow globalnews 5 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews USA Swimming suspends #MichaelPhelps for 6 months glbn.ca/ClLU9 pic.twitter.com/nqC3dQ3NhL 5 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews Hillary Clinton: military action against ISIS “critical” and “essential” globalnews.ca/news/1600343/w… #cdnpoli 17 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews Boy left in car during church choir practice dies glbn.ca/ClKBB Jump to a Region BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Connect Facebook Twitter Google+ RSS Contact Us Global News About Us Privacy Policy Principles & Practices Terms & Conditions Copyright Shaw Media Advertise Open Data © Shaw Media Inc., 2014. All rights reserved. Follow Follow “Global News” Get every new post delivered to your Inbox. Join 3,820 other followers Powered by WordPress.com Shaw Connect Expand News Entertainment Entertainment Home Celebs Movies TV Music Living Lifestyle Food Home & Living Sports Money Tech Travel Breaktime Autos Watch TV Online All Sites Global Global News Food Network HGTV History Television Showcase Slice DTOUR ET Canada National Geographic Movietime Lifetime H2 DIY Action NG Wild Mystery IFC BBC Deja Vu Twist)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141007,www.afro.com,http://www.afro.com/white-ohio-lesbian-couple-sues-sperm-bank-upon-discovering-sperm-was-from-black-donor/,White Ohio Lesbian Couple Sues Sperm Bank Upon Discovering Sperm was from Black Donor | Afro Nav Top Menu Baltimore News Washington D.C. News Prince George’s County News About Afro Search Login Log in Remember Me Lost your password? Facebook Subscribe Afro Your Community. Your History. Your News. Main Navigation Bar Government Maryland Government Senator Cardin’s Announcements Congressman Cumming’s Announcements Congresswoman Edwards’ Announcement Congressman Sarbane’s Announcements Governor O’Malley’s Announcements Lieutenant Governor Brown’s Announcement Comptroller Franchot’s Announcements Mayor Rawlings-Blake’s Announcements President Young’s Announcements National News Congressional Black Caucus Foundation 44th Annual Legislative Conference Maryland Baltimore News Baltimore Events Living for the Weekend Rambling Rose Obituaries – Baltimore Prince George’s County News Character Education Washington Washington D.C. News DC Events D.C. Fab! Exposed Obituaries – Washington D.C. Afro Briefs Sports College High School Sports Columnists 2012 Olympics Coverage Health Arts & Ent 2014 HBCU Spring Graduations Books Movie Reviews Music Reviews Photography Social Scene BUSINESS AFRO Advertise With Us AFRO Diversity in Careers and Education Expo Real Estate OPINION Editorial Commentary Cartoons BUT HAVE YOU SEEN THIS YET? Religion CHARITIES AFRO Clean Green Block Mrs. Santa Left Sidebar Tabs Widget National News National News 3 October 2014 First Lady Hitting Campaign Trail for Midterms 3 October 2014 Low Labor Force, High Poverty, and High Inequality 3 October 2014 Dept. of Ed Details Racial Disparities in Letter to States, School Districts Tabs Widget Washington D.C. NEWS Washington D.C. NEWS 4 October 2014 Second D.C. Mayoral Debate Gets Personal as Candidates Joust Over City’s Problems 3 October 2014 Howard University Hospital Testing Patient for Ebola 3 October 2014 D.C. State Superintendent of Education Hosts Second Annual Lets Move! DC Expo Tabs Widget Baltimore News Baltimore News 6 October 2014 Baltimore’s Section 8 Waiting List to Open for First Time in Over 10 Years 6 October 2014 Baltimore Men To Read in Schools, Oct. 13 3 October 2014 Rev. Jamal Bryant Seeks to Position Church at Forefront of Domestic Violence Issue Tabs Widget Prince George's County News Prince George's County News 2 October 2014 Takoma Park Street Festival 2 October 2014 Local Artist Hosts Release Party 1 October 2014 WPGC FM Hosts For Sisters Only Search Tabs Widget Health Health 4 October 2014 Hospital: Dallas Ebola Patient Critical 3 October 2014 Doctors Urge IUDs and Implants as Principal Teen Contraception 3 October 2014 Crew Arrives to Clean Quarantined Texas Apartment 3 October 2014  Family that Hosted Ebola Patient Confined to Home Home Afro Briefs White Ohio Lesbian Couple Sues Sperm Bank Upon Discovering Sperm was from Black Donor by: Mark Gillispie Associated Press(AP Photos)Oct 1, 2014 [ A+ ] /[ A- ] Jennifer Cramblett is interviewed at her attorney’s home in Waite Hill, Ohio, Wednesday, Oct. 1, 2014. Cramblett has sued a Chicago-area sperm bank after she became pregnant with sperm donated by a black man instead of a white man as she’d intended. (AP Photo/Mark Duncan) (Updated 10/3/2014) CLEVELAND (AP) — An Ohio woman has sued a Chicago-area sperm bank after she became pregnant with sperm donated by a Black man instead of a White man as she’d intended. Jennifer Cramblett was five months pregnant and happy with her life in April 2012. She and her partner had married months earlier in New York, and within days of their nuptials she had become pregnant with donor sperm at a fertility clinic in Canton. Cramblett, 36, and her partner, Amanda Zinkon, 29, were so elated that they called Midwest Sperm Bank LLC outside Chicago to reserve sperm from the same donor in the hope that Zinkon would someday also have a child. But that’s when Cramblett received some disturbing news, says a lawsuit filed Monday against Midwest Sperm Bank in Cook County, Illinois. She learned from an employee at the sperm bank that she had been inseminated with sperm from No. 330, a Black donor, and not No. 380, a White donor she and Zinkon, who are White, had chosen. “How could they make a mistake that was so personal?” Cramblett said during a telephone interview on Wednesday. This undated family photo provided by Jennifer Cramblett shows her daughter, Payton. Cramblett and her partner, Amanda Zinkon, are suing Midwest Sperm Bank after she became pregnant with sperm donated by a black man instead of a white man, as they had intended. Cramblett was pregnant with Payton, now 2-years-old, when the mistake was discovered. (AP Photo/Courtesy of Jennifer Cramblett) According to the lawsuit, her excitement about the pending birth was replaced with “anger, disappointment and fear.” “They took a personal choice, a personal decision and took it on themselves to make that choice for us out of pure negligence,” Cramblett said. Telephone calls to Midwest Sperm Bank were not returned on Wednesday. It’s unclear who the sperm bank’s attorney is. Cramblett said she and Zinkon love their 2-year-old daughter, Payton, very much and wouldn’t change anything about her. But they are concerned about raising her in the predominantly White community where they live. The lawsuit said they had moved from Akron to Uniontown for better schools and to be closer to Cramblett’s family. She said that as a lesbian she has felt the sting of prejudice but doesn’t know what it’s like to be mistreated because of her skin color. The lawsuit says Cramblett also is worried about how Payton will be treated in her “all-White, and often unconsciously insensitive family.” Therapists have recommended that Cramblett, Zinkon and Payton move to a more a racially diverse community with good schools, the lawsuit said. Cramblett said she decided to sue to prevent the sperm bank from making the same mistake again. The lawsuit says the sperm bank has no electronic record-keeping and no quality controls that would have prevented it from sending the wrong sperm to fertility clinics. The lawsuit seeks a minimum of $50,000 in damages. Cramblett’s attorney, Tim Misny, said some of the compensation would pay for ongoing counseling. Posts Next/Prev Fishburne Baby Fishburne! Guess Who They Found When Police Sent to Home of Ex-Clippers Owner by Wife Comments Right Sidebar Tabs Widget Afro Briefs Afro Briefs 7 October 2014 Florida Freshman QB Faces Sexual Assault Allegation–Suspended Indefinitely 6 October 2014 Prosecutors Lose Appeal in Detroit Officer’s Trial 3 October 2014 Success of Low-Income Students the Target of New Alliance 3 October 2014 New York Times Set to Buy Out and Lay Off about 100 Newsroom Staff 3 October 2014 African-Born Population of U.S. Sees Significant Growth Since 1970s 3 October 2014 New Report Displays Disparities African-American Girls Face in School 3 October 2014 Mayor of LA Suburb Allegedly Shot and Killed by Wife 2 October 2014 Appeals Court Issues Partial Block on NC Voter Suppression Law 2 October 2014 Jahi McMath Family Seeks Reversal of Brain-Death Ruling INTERNATIONAL Photographer Covering Ebola: The World Must See 5 October 2014, 2:16 PM 0 2504 INTERNATIONAL Ousted Haitian Dictator “Baby Doc” Jean-Claude Duvalier Dies at 63 4 October 2014, 5:05 PM 0 515 Tabs Widget Most Viewed Most Viewed 7 October 2014 Florida Freshman QB Faces Sexual Assault Allegation–Suspended Indefinitely 6 October 2014 Prosecutors Lose Appeal in Detroit Officer’s Trial 6 October 2014 Baltimore’s Section 8 Waiting List to Open for First Time in Over 10 Years 6 October 2014 USA Swimming Suspends Michael Phelps for 6 Months 6 October 2014 Geoffrey Holder, Director and Actor, Dies at 84 6 October 2014 Baltimore Men To Read in Schools, Oct. 13 5 October 2014 Orioles Sweep Detroit, Advance to AL Championship Series for First Time Since 1997 5 October 2014 Imprisoned Mumia Abu-Jamal Addresses Grads of Goddard College Latest Tweets Message: Rate limit exceeded, Please check your Twitter Authentication Data or internet connection. Follow @afronews Sub-Footer Section Afro American Toll-Free Voice: 800-AFRO-892 (800-237-6892) Toll-Free Fax: 877-570-9297 Baltimore, MD Office 2519 North Charles Street Baltimore, MD 21218 Voice: 410-554-8200 Washington, DC Office 1917 Benning Road Washington, DC 20002 Voice: 202-332-0080 AANIC AFRO-American Newspapers The Atlanta Voice The Chicago Citizen The Dallas Weekly Defender (Houston) Indianapolis Recorder Philadelphia Tribune St. Louis American New York Amsterdam News National First Lady Hitting Campaign Trail for Midterms Low Labor Force, High Poverty, and High Inequality Dept. of Ed Details Racial Disparities in Letter to States, School Districts White House Fence-Jumper Indicted; Secret Service Director Resigns CBCF Caps Legislative Conference Weekend with Phoenix Dinner Gala PG County Takoma Park Street Festival Local Artist Hosts Release Party WPGC FM Hosts For Sisters Only Julia Blakeney Celebrates 99th Birthday Political Leaders Lauded by King Foundation Sports USA Swimming Suspends Michael Phelps for 6 Months Orioles Sweep Detroit, Advance to AL Championship Series for First Time Since 1997 O's Use Another 8th Inning Rally to Steal Game Two from Detroit Bowie State Wins First Game of Season with Shutout over Johnson C. Smith Walker Jr. Rushes for 203 as Morgan State Easily Beats FAMU Have You Seen This? Man Explains Why Zimmerman Is Guilty & How The Fight With Trayvon Martin Went Down West: I'm Black by Birth, Not by Choice Al Sharpton's Message to Herman Cain MESSAGE TO HERMAN CAIN We Must Let People Know Who Increased the National Debt!!! ADVERTISE WITH US | SUBSCRIBE | CONTACT US | PRIVACY POLICY © 2014 THE AFRO-AMERICAN NEWSPAPERS. All Rights Reserved. Website by)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/bc-young-liberals/,BC Young Liberals | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Our TeamBC Young Liberals THE BC YOUNG LIBERALS BC Young Liberals The BC Young Liberals are the political voice of students and young professionals working to promote free enterprise values, to ensure that tomorrow’s BC is even better than today’s. Mission The BC Young Liberals (BCYL) engages youth aged 14-25 in the provincial political process. We work with the BC Liberal Party and provide value to our BCYL membership through networking events, socials, training sessions, and conferences. Like our Facebook page & follow us on twitter @BCYoungLibs President: Simrath Grewal Vice President Communications: Adam McPhee Vice President Events: Emma Sturdy Vice President Operations: Jonathan Barry Vice President Outreach: Allie Valiente   Join the Party bcliberals last tweet "RT @BCLions: 15 minutes! Got a question for Wally? Send it in using #AskaLion. @CFL #ROAR" @bcliberals - 09:47pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "The only kind of orange we support around here ;) #BeautifulBritishColumbia " facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 1st Like BC Liberal Party Christy Clark Follow Featured Articles Sep 19BCTF Members Ratify Agreement Sep 17Education Update: A Message from Premier Christy Clark Sep 4Frequently Asked Questions Upcoming Events Oct 2BC Women's Network Event - North Shore Oct 3Tri-Cities Fundraiser Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "October is #FosterFamilyMonth. Thank you #BC for opening your homes and hearts to more than 5,900 children and youth." @John_Yap - 11:14pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media last tweet "" @ - 12:00am Follow @ last post "" facebook/ - Jan 1st Like Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=14890&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2008 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 20, Number 4, January/February 2008 CASLT The Canadian Association of Second Language Teachers (CASLT) has many new resources and improved member services. New resources: Open Your World with Languages—Celebrating Languages Week! The kit includes four multilingual poster/teaching tools, a PDF teacher support guide and student bookmarks. Available for purchase. Common Framework of Reference and a Portfolio for Languages in Canada. A series of fact sheets and an information kit to increase awareness on the Common European Framework of Reference for Languages and the European Language Portfolio and their potential adoption for use in the Canadian educational context. Available for purchase. You can order copies by consulting our resource catalogue—www.caslt.org. CASLT website CASLT will soon be launching a brand new look and navigation for its website. Features include: access to a "Members Only" section with access to special resources and documents. improved navigation to find appropriate information and resources of interest to them. CASLT's latest news featured directly on the home page in a special "Spotlight On" section. search feature to find documents quickly and efficiently. fully bilingual website, with easy transitioning between English and French content pages. Podcasts on FSL education How can we get more boys interested in learning French? How can we help students improve their listening skills? How can we enhance FSL learning for multilingual students? Explore on-going series of podcasts featuring innovative practices and solutions to FSL education issues. You can download each free 5-minute audio program by visiting the CASLT website. www.LangCanada.ca A one-stop portal on the Internet to access information related to second official language teaching and learning. LangCanada.ca, helps teachers find the tools they need in order to make language learning more enriching for their students. Established in 1970, CASLT increases awareness, appreciation and understanding of the importance of second language teaching and learning throughout Canada and promotes the advancement of professional excellence among language educators. See www.caslt.org for more information and to sign-up for free online newsletters.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=20576,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > March 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 5, March 2010  A badly botched Kindergarten plan By Noel Herron Full-day Kindergarten delayed is full-day Kindergarten denied It will take four years from the time the BC Liberals first announced their intention in the Speech from the Throne in 2007 before all of BC’S eligible five-year-olds can gain entry into full-day Kindergarten in public schools. In other words universal, full-day, Kindergarten will not be in place in BC schools until the fall of 2010. The staggered two-year entry plan—40% entry this coming September followed by the remaining 60% entry in 2011—is hardly the “splash” Education Minister Margaret McDiarmid boasted about. It leaves local renamed boards of education (note the new moniker for school boards, which is really an empty political rebranding without tangible support) and local school principals to explain why some schools have full-day Kindergarten and others do not. While our education minister was busy recently explaining to the media that the parents she spoke to whose children were planning to enter next September were delighted with the plan, she conveniently ignored the thousands of parents who will not be able to gain entry for their children until 2011 due to Victoria’s ill-advised split entry plan. And then it will be too late for these children as the opportunity has passed them by. This is an education minister who needs to be reminded that the parents unable to gain entry to their local school this coming September will view full-day Kindergarten delayed as full-day Kindergarten denied to their children. In Richmond, this number is estimated at 641, while in Surrey the number unable to gain entry is projected to be 1,200. Vancouver’s estimate rises to 1,394. And how about the inequitable situation next September between parents of children unable to gain entry, while some of their childrens’ friends are admitted to a full-day program? Even the number of classes approved by Victoria for local boards appears to vary considerably adding yet another inequitable dimension to the mix. BC is the only province in Canada using a delayed, split entry, implementation plan that leads to unacceptable situations such as this. Sadly, these are not the only problems associated with this long delayed and inept implementation in our province’s early childhood scene. Lack of space, inadequate resources, and poor advance planning mean that the proper introduction of this much-needed change falls far short of the minimum standards required. Both the provincial teachers’ (BCTF) and trustees’ organizations (BCSTA) have voiced strong reservations about the underfunding and space requirements needed. Based on their past bitter experience and fearing a return of the Rob-Peter-to-pay-Paul approach repeatedly used by Victoria, BCSTA’s provincial council unanimously passed, at its October 2009 meeting, the following motion from the Prince George (SD 57) board: “That BCSTA request that until the Government of British Columbia provides full, predictable and stable funding to support K–12 education, the Government of British Columbia defer the implementation of full-day Kindergarten and redirect the $150 million (over three years) allocation of funds to current programming.” The massive shortfalls in the current K–12 system, recently estimated at $300 million, not covered by provincial funding, underscore the concerns of BCSTA members. Announcing, in the 2007 speech from the throne, that one in four of preschoolers lack readiness for school entry and knowing that the introduction of a province-wide full-day Kindergarten program would require extra classroom space, Victoria gave no consideration to imposing a moratorium on the ongoing parade of school closures. Indeed boards may be compelled to close an estimated eight more schools. With the late September cancellation of the annual facilities grants to school boards, the appropriate upgrading or modification of regular classrooms (suitable furniture, installation of sinks, purchase of early childhood materials, and supplies) to receive the first wave of full-day Kindergarten simply won’t happen in most cash-strapped boards. And what about the professional development workshops and in-service for teachers transitioning from half–day Kindergarten to full-day Kindergarten or teachers new to this program? This is not even included in the provincial plan. Most disturbing of all, is the lack of provincial leadership in developing an age-appropriate, full-day Kindergarten curriculum. Instead of employing the curriculum expertise of provincial partners and college and university personnel to this end, there has been a total abdication of responsibility, despite claims to the contrary. Providing school boards with contemporary curriculum guidelines backed up with innovative seed funding for early learning is simply not on in this province. The haphazard and badly botched implementation approach to the first extension of full-day Kindergarten programs is now on view for all to see. It is reflective of the low priority that the BC Liberals accord overall early learning in this province. For example, there is not a single government sponsored pre-Kindergarten class for disadvantaged 4-year-olds in all of BC. Vancouver has had three such classes for the past 20 years. And the question remains: Will it take another 20 years before targeted pre-school classes reach these needy kids across this province? For two years Shirley Bond, the previous education minister, talked up a storm about early learning, even mentioning programs for three-year-olds. While this gave the minister great political traction, she ultimately failed to deliver. How would one evaluate BC’s overall approach to early learning? In a few words: lightweight, insubstantial, and anchored closely to a public relations agenda. BC’s record on preschool to date is comprised of book hand-outs (Ready, Set, Learn) and the misnamed Strong Start (an insubstantial, part-time, drop-in, program scattered across the province). Our most vulnerable students—poor kids—get a raw deal in the BC preschool scene. Clyde Hertzman, president of the Council for Early Childhood Development at UBC, sums it up “…the extension of Kindergarten should be seen as a first step; it needs to be followed by a commitment to provide full-day care through age six at neighbourhood centres. Without this comprehensive approach BC’s children and families are no better off.” Noel Herron is a former school principal and school trustee. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/01/should-bc-teachers-get-salary-increase.html?showComment=1328242917100,Staffroom Confidential: Should BC teachers get a salary increase? Myths & Realities Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Saturday, January 7, 2012 Should BC teachers get a salary increase? Myths & Realities NOTE: There is an updated version of this post for those of you reading it in 2014! BC teachers are in contract negotiations asking for a fair deal. What do we mean by fair exactly? Teachers would like improvements in three areas: class size/composition, salary and benefits, and changes to the bargaining structure. As far as class size, we want only what was taken in 2002. We want the government to go back to the class sizes in place at that time and restore the funding so Boards can achieve this. For bargaining, we want to negotiate more items locally with our elected Boards. This facilitates diversity, community involvement, and local programs and solutions. It is not a cost item and is how teachers used to negotiate in the 1990's - very successfully. For salary and benefits, teachers want to "keep up" and "catch up". What do we mean by that? We want to keep up with inflation, and we want to catch up with Canadians in other provinces. Teachers in BC now rank 8th in salaries across Canada, despite the fact that our cost of living is one of the highest and that BC weathered the recession better than most other provinces. BC has been out of recession since 2010 and is forecasting moderate growth for the next year. Unfortunately, the government's position has and continues to be 'net zero'. The government claims that taxpayers cannot afford increases to public sector wages and that wages must remain flat because the government is running a deficit. Do these arguments make sense? Are they justified? Or should teachers receive a wage increase? Here are my answers to these questions. Myth #1: Teachers should not get a wage increase because of the government deficit Reality #1: There was no deficit when the Liberals took power in 2001. Through a series of income tax cuts and corporate tax cuts, the Liberals went from a surplus to a deficit. Yes, the recession of 2009 impacted government revenues. But not as much as tax cuts have. Moreover, the government has found plenty of money for spending when it feels the spending is a priority. There was money for the BC Place roof ($500 million). There was money for the Olympics (over $1 billion). There was money for smart meters ($900 million). There was money for new government network systems ($1.2 billion to Telus). There seems to be plenty of money for the CEO's of crown corporations like BC Ferries (David Hahn's pension value - over $10 million). The fact is that the government is using the deficit that it created as an excuse to take money away from public services and the people who provide them. The money is there. It is a matter of priorities. It is simply unfair to make one group of workers pay for a deficit created by tax cuts to other people and corporations. Private sector workers are seeing increases. Other public sector workers are seeing increases (for example, Vancouver police with 8.8% over 33 months). Why should one group be singled out? Moreover how is it fair to make middle income earners pay for tax cuts that disproportionately benefited the wealthy and corporations? It just isn't. Myth #2: The 'net zero' wage freeze is fair because it impacts all public sector workers Reality #2: Only those workers covered by the Public Sector Employer's Council are impacted, and that does not include all public sector workers. Fire fighters are not under 'net zero'. Police are not under 'net zero'. Even school Superintendents are not under 'net zero'. Nurses are not under 'net zero' because they negotiated in 2009, supposedly before the 'net zero' mandate was implemented, but certainly at the height of the recession. How is it fair that these workers can negotiate increases and other workers can't? Myth #3: BC teachers already have high salaries Reality #3: After five years of university training, BC teachers begin with a wage in the low $40's, if they are full time. Many teachers only get part time work for the first 3-5 years of their career. It takes ten years of full time work to reach the maximum salary, which is about $75,000 for most teachers. BC teachers rank 8th in Canada compared to teachers in other provinces. A teacher in BC earns on average $20,000 less than a comparably experienced teacher in Alberta and $15,000 less than one in Ontario. Yet BC has the highest cost of living and the highest housing prices in the country (http://www.theprovince.com/business/City+house+prices+continue+ascent/5943834/story.html). Myth #4: 'Net zero' isn't a pay cut, so it is fair Reality #4: In September, when the new school year began, year over year inflation was at 3.2% according to the Consumer Price Index. When teachers got their first paycheque of the year, they had 3.2% less buying power. This is what matters. This January, teachers, along with other workers, will see increases to their CPP payments, their EI premiums, and their MSP premiums. Many contracts have automatic cost of living increases, but ours does not. Without any increase, teachers will fall behind. Myth #5: Teachers are asking for too much Reality #5: Teachers want to keep up with inflation. Teachers want to catch up with their colleagues in other provinces. Teachers took four years of zero increases since 1998. Teachers traded salary for smaller class sizes and those class size provisions were later eliminated. It is perfectly reasonable to ask for cost of living increases and wage adjustments to catch up with our Canadian colleagues. Myth #6: Teachers are asking for $2 billion Reality #6: The true number is probably many times less. BCPSEA (the employer) made many erroneous assumptions in order to come up with a hyper-inflated costing number. For example, they assumed that every single teacher would take their full bereavement leave entitlement every single year. In fact, teachers often take bereavement leave once or twice a decade or once or twice in their whole career. They assumed every teacher would take extra sick days if they were available. In fact, we know from Statistics Canada that teachers take an average of 7.7 days per year which is already less than their entitlement, so increased entitlement would only be used by a small percentage of teachers who become very ill. The assumptions used by BCPSEA were unrealistic and result in highly inflated costing estimates. They are not justified and do not reflect the true cost of the proposals teachers have put forward. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 4:17 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 25 comments: AnonymousJanuary 8, 2012 at 10:00 AM Thank you for this post. I think it should be sent as "letter to the editor" to newspapers in major cities in BC to inform those who see government figures or reports and take it as truth without questioning it. Well done!ReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 8, 2012 at 1:11 PM Excellent summary of our situation. "Even school Superintendents are not under 'net zero"; SD59 Superintendant sent a letter to parents saying gross modo that we were (teachers) selfish and without social empathy toward public sector for not swallowing the "net zero" !ReplyDelete Donna in BurnabyJanuary 8, 2012 at 7:45 PM Thank you!ReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 8, 2012 at 9:09 PM Well I have come from Alberta and previous Ontario and Your teacher need to better then other provinces. You are way behind Alberta in education. My daughter in October of her grade one year knows more then mine son has in his second year at a BC school. You need to fix something in your school system because you are falling behind. In the 2 and half years my daughter has been in the BC school system she is at the same reading, writing and math. I know why people homeschool and put their kids in the private school system, the public is so broken it can't complete with the rest of Canada.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousJanuary 17, 2012 at 6:50 PM How can you tell if your children are at the same level when you cannot spell, use appropriate grammar or form a proper sentence????Delete AnonymousJanuary 26, 2012 at 8:21 PM Teachers cannot be held solely responsible for your child's lack of progress. It would appear as though you could benefit from some additional education. Where were you educated? I agree with Anonymous, learn to spell and form a proper sentence before giving your opinion on the state of education. Thanks for wasting even more of my prep time on your uneducated and ignorant point of view.Delete AnonymousFebruary 29, 2012 at 5:25 PM Wow - I think that the original author has a legitimate complaint. I have a graduate degree and I completely agree that the level of education my children have received in the public school system is deplorable. AND REALLY - if someone is illiterate or unable to formulate a sentence correctly on a blog post does that mean that his/her child does not deserve a proper education! GIVE ME A BREAK - and please refrain from making personal attacks on people who voice a contrary opinion. It only demonstrates your small mindedness.Delete Reply AnonymousJanuary 8, 2012 at 10:28 PM I think you mean: I came from Alberta and previously Ontario, and teachers in BC need to teach better than other provinces. You are much behind Alberta in terms of education. My daughter knew more in October of her grade one year than my son, who was in his second year enrolled at a BC school. You need to fix features of your school system, because you are falling behind. In the two and half years my daughter has been enrolled in the BC school system, she has remained at the same level of reading, writing and math. I now know why people homeschool their children and enroll their kids in the private school system. The public system is so broken that it can no longer complete with the rest of Canada. - A BC public school teacherReplyDelete Replies AnonymousJanuary 23, 2012 at 12:55 PM I think you mean "compete" not complete. And you're a teacher?Delete AnonymousJanuary 25, 2012 at 7:10 PM Wow. How petty. An entire paragraph is corrected with one spelling error in the final sentence and you decide to focus on it as being the "issue with teachers". What has our society come to? Signed a Fellow BC TeacherDelete AnonymousFebruary 11, 2012 at 7:19 PM I taught in Ontario before moving to BC to teach and I don't see a whole lot of difference. There are good and bad teachers in both places. In fact, BC has stricter education requirements, I had to go back to get a few more undergrad courses.Delete Reply AnonymousJanuary 9, 2012 at 7:24 AM I live in SD 59 and the letter the superintendent sent home did not say that teachers were "selfish or without social empathy." ~ParentReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 9, 2012 at 1:58 PM Quote: From superintendent SD#59: "...With regard to the strike, some of the confusing information parents are receiving sounds like the teacher's strike is about the size and composition of classes, or the resources that are available for students with special needs. That is not true. The issues around class size and resourcing have been separate and are "NOT" part of the bargaining. The full focus of the BCTF strike demands is about wages and benefits that are approaching a price tag of 3 billion dollars. That is a 75% increase, at a time in the economy that the Province has told all union the overall settlement of their bargaining cannot increase cost to the Province. Moreover, 3/4 of the public unions have settled contracts under those rules." These 2 paragraphs speak by themselves about how teachers are perceived by the superintendent.ReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 9, 2012 at 2:01 PM http://www.pssg.gov.bc.ca/psec/disclosure/disclosure10-11.htmReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 10, 2012 at 8:51 AM Please send this wonderful article to a newspaper so some of the nasty myths can be dispelled. Awesome job!ReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 25, 2012 at 4:52 PM A great letter... I agree that this should be sent to every newspaper in B.C. as well as made into an infomercial on t.v. Why wait for an election?ReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 26, 2012 at 4:23 PM Myth #7: Teachers are the only workers affected by "net zero". Reality #7: Over 16,000 members of HSA (Health Sciences Association of BC) have been crippled by the "net zero" policy. Wages for HSA members in BC are upwards of 8$ an hour less than other provinces in Canada. The last contract forced upon HSA members was highlighted by a 0% wage increase, and a loss of 1 vacation day per year. So no, teachers, you are NOT the only group of workers being forced to pay for corporate tax cuts. Were you there to support other public sector employees last year when they were trying to fight "net zero"? I didn't think so.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousJanuary 26, 2012 at 8:22 PM Agreed! I am in HSA, and sorry, but I can't support these demands by the teachers. Frustrating to me to see the 'it's not fair' comments. Sounds like children. Life isn't fair, we are a country and province in serious financial difficulty. Cuts need to be made. I absolutely support putting money into increasing numbers of teachers, and adding support teachers and SEAs . If I want to make more money, I could move to Alberta and earn $8-10 more an hour too, giving me a significant raise but I choose to live here. It's always greener on the other side, and everyone thinks they are the ones hard done by. I work 37.5 hours a week, but actually in my office 40-42 hours and I don't get overtime pay. I choose to do it because I love my job and want to do the best I can for my patients. I take classes and go to workshops to enhance my job, on my own time and I pay for it myself. I use my vacation days to attend work related conferences. HSA's contract is also set to expire and we already had 0% wage last contract. I'm not expecting any better this time around. That's life, it's not always fair. I just appreciate that I have a job that I love that pays a decent wage ( which is slightly less than a teachers wage). Maybe there are just a whole lot of teachers with very little personal job satisfaction.Delete KarenFebruary 17, 2012 at 10:15 AM Job satisfaction! Try keeping 30 students at the edge of their seats for 5 hours a day, daily!! Attend meetings(special needs, counseling-requested meetings, parent-requested meetings, department meetings, staff meetings, Health and safety meetings,etc.) mark, prepare, field phone calls, supervise, prepare report cards, participate in extra-curricular activities,answer student concerns after classes; type/prepare/photocopy learning /testing materials for students (no secretarial time for us!); mentor, clean our boards, put up our chairs, manage the learning materials in our classrooms (put away the books, clean the lab equip. fix the musical instruments, organize the gym equip., ensure safety in the woodworking/auto and metal shops etc.), put up display boards, order books/educational materials,take first aide training at our own expense, etc.) No one-to-one with down time, bells dictate our time usage (coffee break? designated lunch time? not always possible); daily emotional 'baggage' children/students bring to the classroom must be dealt with in a calm and supportive manner; AND, Administrative Officers that add to the intensity of our day. (Some are very supportive; others add to our stress by being judgmental, giving little support by keeping communication lines blurred, not making themselves available, not taking control and leading but hiding behind their desks, etc.) We earn our keep!! And, we can't go up the capitalist ladder - 'more students doesn't mean more money; it means more work!' No compensation for using our own books, driving students with our own cars (we must 'up' protection on our personal car insurance to protect them in case of an accident) We only rely on the good nature of our govt. and the public to support us. Where are you? If you think you can do the job better, for cheaper, 'step up to the plate'.Delete Reply Tara EhrckeJanuary 26, 2012 at 5:27 PM Hello Anonymous, I have always consistently opposed net zero for ANY public sector worker, not just teachers. I absolutely agree that no group or groups of public sector workers should be singled out unfairly. I also believe we should all be rejecting the wage freeze. With respect to support, teachers in my local put up picket signs when HEU was facing wage cuts and I absolutely agree we need to be supporting each other. Please see my blog posts on this subject, including HSA in particular, from last year: http://staffroomconfidential.blogspot.com/2011/02/in-labour-newswill-hsa-vote-no-campaign.html http://staffroomconfidential.blogspot.com/2011/03/why-bc-government-wage-freeze-is.html This article was reposted on an HSA member site here: http://our-union.org/2011/03/29/why-the-bc-government-wage-freeze-is-indefensible/ I also wrote about opposition to net zero from Vancouver Island University workers and Langara College workers: http://staffroomconfidential.blogspot.com/2011_03_01_archive.html http://staffroomconfidential.blogspot.com/2011/04/langara-versus-wage-freeze.htmlReplyDelete UnknownFebruary 2, 2012 at 8:21 PM Actually, the cost of the Olympics was closer to $7 billion, once you factor in the cost of the Canada Line, the Sea to Sky Highway, and the new Convention Centre. On a related note, the deficit in 2008, amortized over 3 years, stood at $3 billion.ReplyDelete AnonymousFebruary 12, 2012 at 10:43 AM I am a parent in SD#35 and I am so impressed with my children's school and with the hard work that most of the teachers and adminstrators put in at that school. They are still getting a quality education, even throughout job action.The teachers are commincating with my husband and I on their academic progress, and my daughter is on the Grade Six basketball team which practices after school and at noon hour 3 times a week! I support a wage increases for my children's teachers because I want them to be able to keep up with inflation and be paid what professionals make in other provinces. We need to pay our teachers and other public sector employees what they deserve, or els in the future, we will not attract good people into these professions or be able to keep them in our province. Isnt this what is happening in the nursing industry? The Lower mainland is one of the most expensive places to live and we have to face the fact that if we want an educated community, then we have to willing to pay for it. A concerned parentReplyDelete AnonymousFebruary 24, 2012 at 4:00 PM I am a parent in south Delta and I must say that I am impressed with the communication that we have been receiving from my son's teachers at Delta Secondary. I think that teachers should get a raise at least to the level of inflation, but with all due respect to teachers, I cannot see where or how you feel that you should receive large increases. You are I think quite fairly paid for your job and you do not have the very real pressure for measurable performance that so many in the private sector face. Having said that, those people in the private sector are not getting the types of raises you are asking for and many of them would be happy with just getting at or near the inflation rate this year. I think that if you want to be paid very well then you will need to get into the private sector where you will face much more performance pressure, you will have 3-4 weeks off per year, there will be no such thing as overtime pay if you are salaried and if you don't perform adquately or well, you will faced with possible termination. You will have no effective job security unless you perform. So I think you have it quite good, better than anyone I can think of in most respects, with the exception of pay, which as I said I think is quite fair. I say this with great respect for your profession.ReplyDelete AnonymousFebruary 25, 2012 at 10:37 AM I am a very excited Teacher Candidate that will finish my Bachelors of Education this year. I am interested in this profession because I love it! However, my student loans are over 30 grand and I do not own a car, or a house. I am repeatedly being told that there are few jobs out there and the ones that are out there pay significantly less than a retail job I held before my Bachelor's degrees (per hour). I keep my optimism up because I know I am going to be fantastic at this job but it is hard to look past the fact that I will not be able to afford a house, a car and raise children on my income any time soon. Thank-you current teachers for fighting for those of us who want to join your ranks!ReplyDelete AnonymousFebruary 28, 2012 at 8:10 AM Great article Tara. And a great big THANK YOU for all of your hard work!ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ▼  January (13) How to reduce income inequality BC Schools: A decade of choice, a decade of declin... What is fair and reasonable? Twitter tale - Consultation, Minister Abbott style... Alberta teachers in negotiations BCTF presents reduced set of proposals School boards discuss 'net zero' Will grouping by ability mean re-segregation? BC teachers describe workload issues at bargaining... BC public sector enters 2012 bargaining Superintendent of Greater Victoria received 10% wa... Should BC teachers get a salary increase? Myths & ... A year in review: waking the sleeping giant ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2013/11/is-education-key-to-middle-class-life.html?showComment=1384053118241,Staffroom Confidential: Is education the key to a middle class life? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Wednesday, November 6, 2013 Is education the key to a middle class life? It is repeated so often in the media, you would think it is true: education is the key to social mobility...to a good job with decent pay and benefits, and all that goes with it. If only it were so. Education has never been a guarantee of social mobility. Yes, there have been periods of time when large numbers of workers were needed in new industries, some requiring new education and training. But it is the jobs that come first, and the education systems plays catch up. Mass industrialization and the move from the farm into industry, services and office jobs necessitated high levels of literacy to provide a viable workforce. Hence the "compulsory" nature of common schools in the latter 19th and early 20th century. When the US and other western nations sought to win the space race and scientific advancement in the post-war period,  the education system was expanded to include mandatory, free secondary level schooling along with highly subsidized university programs. To suggest that more education, in and of itself, leads to better employment is just a logical falsity. Today's deeply indebted graduates are tragically the living proof. The cliche of the PHD grad serving coffee rings true for a reason - it is. Statistics Canada has confirmed this - more than a quarter of all newly created jobs in 2011 and 2012 were in accommodations and food. That education systems actually reinforce class stratification has been extensively studied. Bowles & Gintis (link) produced a landmark analysis in the 1970's of the US education system confirming this. So why is this myth perpetuated, and what should we do about it? Belief in social mobility is one of the key tenets of capitalist liberal democracy. If an individual has the opportunity to work hard, become educated, and thereby improve their lot in life, then the system treats people fairly, so the argument goes. If a particular person doesn't, it is their own fault, not the fault of the system. This reasoning creates an "escape valve" for the anger and frustration of those living in poverty. Just pull up your boots, work harder and get more educated, and life will get better. It also acts to create a scapegoat for others to rationalize why inequality is ok - those people at the bottom don't work hard enough or don't have the skills/knowledge to be valuable contributors. On a more day to day level, for-profit education service providers benefit from more clients. This includes for-profit post-secondary institutions, but also the legion of private sector services like tutoring companies. Banks benefit from the interest paid from massive student loans. Governments can justify the redirection of education resources to those areas of the education system deemed "necessary" for certain jobs (think: skills training), and away from others. Think about all the humanities departments disappearing from universities. Those of us working in an underfunded, increasingly privatized education system can often fall into repeating this myth. It is all too easy and I know I'm guilty myself. But as the necessity of questioning the mass inequality in society increases, we need to be careful that we promote education for the right reasons, rather than perpetuate myths that serve other interests. Education is of tremendous value and everyone who wants to study and learn should be able to. But not because it gets you a good job, but because it enriches us as individuals and as a society. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 2:45 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 1 comment: Peter D. MareNovember 9, 2013 at 7:11 PM "If an individual has the opportunity to work hard, become educated, and thereby improve their lot in life, then the system treats people fairly, so the argument goes."And, this is precisely why we should reform a flawed English spelling system which is a burden on learners, delaying learning because it is making reading excrutiatingly difficult and forcing ridiculous ways to help learners memorize those 60% of words that are misspelled. It is also burdensome for teachers who need to find somehow clever ways to make reading material palatable and find all kinds of ways to adapt it, dealing with too many students who are struggling and frustrated readers. Finally, it is very costly as extra teachers are needed. Kids want to learn. Teachers want to teach. But, not if the system is flawed.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ▼  2013 (14) ▼  November (1) Is education the key to a middle class life? ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141007,s.huffpost.com,http://s.huffpost.com/images/bing/j.png,Something's Gone Terribly Wrong Oh, Noes! A 404! Tweet Feel free to continue to the Huffington Post » or)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Touring a natural gas drilling rig with @MLA Mike Bernier, and Brian from EnCana http://t.co/AifdJ4H07b" @Teresa_Wat - 06:01pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=25455,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > March 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 5, March 2012   Joint review hearing: Day 4 and 5 By Marjorie Dumont   I attended the Enbridge Northern Gateway Joint Review Hearings (JRP) held in Smithers and Burns Lake on January 16 and 17, 2012. I was given the opportunity to share with the panel how important the Wet’suwet’en yintah (land) was and continues to be for me and my family. I felt very honoured and privileged yet at the same time disillusioned with the whole process. On many other occasions we, the Wet’suwet’en people, have heard over and over again from either governments or corporations, “I hear you. I hear your concerns,” and yet no actions are taken to address our concerns. It is very patronizing of the government and corporations. Wet’suwet’en people have never ceded their territories. Unanimously we say, “No to Enbridge’s proposed pipeline!” In stressful times like this, I get my strength from my ancestors, my nation, and from my family. I also think about and remember what other Indigenous leaders like Chief Dan George of the Tsleil Waututh nation have said many times to the newcomers, “One thing to remember is to talk to the animals. If you do, they will talk back to you. But if you don't talk to the animals, they won't talk back to you, then you won't understand, and when you don't understand you will fear and when you fear you will destroy the animals, and if you destroy the animals, you will destroy yourself.” Enbridge will ultimately destroy our lands; in turn, it will destroy my way of life. Mohandas Gandhi said ever so eloquently, “The greatness of a nation and its moral progress can be judged by the way its animals are treated.” I ask of Enbridge and the federal government, do you really want to be viewed as being immoral? Do you not have a heart? I ask Enbridge and the federal and provincial governments to remember “the earth does not belong to man, man belongs to the earth. All things are connected like the blood that unites us all. Man did not weave the web of life; he is merely a strand in it. Whatever he does to the web, he does to himself.” – Chief Seattle As my ancestors, my grandparents, Margaret and Alexander Williams (Chiefs Wil’at and Luus), and Madeline and Peter Alfred (Chiefs Dseeh and Kaneets), and my parents Sue and Henry Alfred (Chiefs Wil’at and Wah Tah Geght) believe, “Our territory is our livelihood.” It was with this thought in mind when my mother, Sue, my sister, Dolores, and I created a song called, “Our territory is Our Livelihood.” I sang this song with Dolores Alfred, Phillistine Michell, T’sek’ot, Ron Austin, Chris Nelson, Dic’cin Whulhat, David Dewit, Bertha Pierre and daughter, Tiesha, Dianna Johansen and daughters, Adrianna and Zoey at the JRP in Smithers and Burns Lake. It was in Burns Lake, the Enbridge representatives of the National Energy Board organizing the review panel requested that we not sing it. Chief Nam’oks, John Ridsdale, did not hesitate in letting them know that these songs are Wet’suwet’en history and we will sing. We proceeded to open the hearing as planned and we did sing, “Noh Yintah Atsaan Tsun/Our Land is Our Livelihood.” Marjorie Dumont, assistant director, BCTF Professional and Social Issues Division  Noh Y'in Tah Way A Tsaan Tsun   Our territory is our livelihood    Noh’ y’in tah way atsan nay We live off our land  Noh’ y’in tah way atsaan tsun Our territory is our livelihood Ha ya ha haa. Hey ya haaaii(((rattle)))  Noh’ y’in tah way ha naaay, way ha nay badats t’sa naaay(((rattle))) We survive on the wildlife on our land  Noh’ y’in tah way atsaan tsun Our territory is our livelihood Ha ya ha haa. Hey ya haaaii(((rattle)))   A’nuk no’eten, h’anic, yin tah Law, Language, Land  Noh’ y’in tah way atsaan tsun Our territory is our livelihood Ha ya ha ha. Hey ya haaaii(((rattle)))  Yin’ tah lha a’nay lhkiy si ohn lee Connection of land and animals Noh’ y’in tah way atsaan tsun Our territory is our livelihood Ha ya ha ha. Hey ya haaaii(((rattle))) Enbridge noh’ y’in tah wagga way sow’ ye’h Enbridge don’t step onto our land Noh’ yin tah wagga way sow’ye’h Don’t step onto our land Noh’ y’in tah way atsaan tsun Our territory is our livelihood Ha ya ha ha. Hey ya haaaii(((rattle))) Ha ya ha ha. Hey ya haaaii(((rattle))) Written & composed by Wil’at, Sue Alfred and two daughters, Skiy ze’, Dolores Alfred and C’tan, Marjorie Dumont. Note: song was phonetically written by Dolores Alfred who is NOT a linguist.  Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141003,www.facebook.com,https://www.facebook.com/ajax/photos/hovercard.php?fbid=1477831645804501&related=u_0_o&avoid_showing_message=0,)
(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/03/what-is-this-dispute-about-putting.html?showComment=1335543235639,Staffroom Confidential: What is this dispute about? Putting equity last, and corporations first Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Friday, March 23, 2012 What is this dispute about? Putting equity last, and corporations first Today's guest post is from Bruce McCloy, a teacher in New Westminster. Why is this current stand so important?  For those who are currently monitoring this public site on behalf of the government please read on as well.  I sincerely hope you learn something and, if we fail and this government gets what they want, with your help, I hope you can look students in the eyes in years to come and be able to say you were responsible for the mess you have created. Here is why I see this current fight as very important.  This is not about class size, class composition, a wage increase or extra help for special needs students.  While these are all very important they are dwarfed by a greater threat; the changing of our current educational system to one that caters less to equity and developing a good person to one that is squarely focused on market based principles and catering to an ever greedy corporate elite.  Teachers and government are on a crash course, fighting over, as Wendy Poole outlines, the vision and purpose of K-12 public education and the meaning of professionalism (see http://www.ucalgary.ca/iejll/vol11/poole).   Government is focused on a neo-liberal view of education, “conceptualiz[ing] education as a commodity to be bought by customers (students and parents) and sold by suppliers (schools and others). From a market perspective, schools are training grounds for future workers and consumers, as well a multi-billion dollar industry offering opportunities for profit. Efficiency, accountability for student outcomes (usually measured by standardized test scores and other measures like graduation rates), choice for parents (e.g., charter schools, vouchers, within-district school choice), privatization (e.g., public funding for private schools, user-pay fees, contracting with private firms to operate public schools, private-public partnerships for school construction, school-business partnerships), and attacks on teachers unions are hallmarks of neo-liberalism in education”. (see attached paper if you would like to read more).   This fight is about breaking the union in order to bring in a system that caters to only a few, and leaves the many others simply to be good workers. If we truly cared about students, and creating a better society, we would be modelling our system after Finland, rather than chasing the USA, UK and Australia downwards.  The end result of this current action by the BC government is to cut costs, break the union and make a statement to the voters that the current ruling Liberals deserve their vote in May 2013.  It has nothing to do with students.  For the differences in focus of the Finland system in comparison with the USA, UK and Australian systems review the attached paper, Neo-Liberalism in British Columbia Education and Teachers’ Union Resistance and the video found at http://www.abc.net.au/lateline/content/2012/s3441913.htm. Current OECD rankings have Canada slipping slightly behind Australia in reading (#8 compared to #7), still behind Finland at #4 but well ahead of the USA at #11 and the UK at #18.  Rankings in Math and Science have Canada far ahead of the USA, Australia and UK systems that the government are focused on reaching down to and still behind the ranking of Finland, a country that teachers are working to catch. Finland is ranked #2 in math, Canada #8, with Australia at #15, the UK at #21 and the USA being far behind at #32.  There are similar findings in Science with Finland at #2, Canada at #6, Australia at #12, the UK at #21 and the USA at #30.  The quality of our education does not matter to the current Liberal government; containing costs, and creating preferable market conditions do. Some sobering thoughts when contemplating this possible scenario. While increasing funding for schools from a 2002-2003 total of  $3.782 billion to a projected 2012-2013 total of $4.725 billion (making true governments claim that per-student funding has increased) the actual costs to districts have far outstripped this increase.  Most telling is the decrease in priority of education as a part of the provincial budget falling from 26% in 2002 – 2003 to a 15% in 2011 – 2012.  In 2002 – 2003 the total allocation envelope for education was $3.7 billion.  This accounted for 26% of the total provincial budget.  In 2012 – 2013 the projected total allocation envelope for education is $4.7 billion accounting for 15% of the total provincial budget.  If the 2002 – 2003 % of total provincial budget allocation held true today the total allocation of funds to education from the provincial budget for 2012 – 2013 would be $8.1 billion   providing for a further allocation of $3.4 billion on top of the $4.7 billion currently being provided.  The amount due to school districts for next year over and above what is being given is almost equal to the total amount provided to school districts in the 2002 – 2003 year.  It is not a situation of lack of funds, rather a change in priority for the government Board funds have long been frozen, all but 6 districts are currently in Funding Protection (meaning that they are working in a bankrupt state).  Board funds have been frozen for a further 3 years, leaving them with an accumulated $100 million shortfall this year alone.  The “easy cuts” to budgets have long been done leaving an impossible situation.  The overwhelming major cost to districts is teacher salaries, something that districts have been unable to change due to strict rules in the collective agreements.  Until now.  Changes in post and fill rules, class composition and numbers, evaluations and discipline procedures will make it  easier for boards to lower their salary costs by making life difficult for more expensive teachers to the point they will quit, removing more expensive teachers and filling their positions with cheaper less experienced teachers or with even cheaper non teachers.  The boards will sell the public on these changes b y offering perks that will have most forget the importance of teacher quality. The current government advertising focused on teacher salary and benefits (the BCTF is demanding a 15 per cent wage hike and other benefits that would cost $2 billion and raise taxes for BC families...) is allowing the government to keep attention away from the main changes they wish to see through the BC Education Plan.  This education plan provides the government with the route to the neo-liberal result that they wish to see, a result that will have us emulating the OECD rankings of the USA, UK and Australia in a very short time, leaving far behind the rankings we currently have and our hopes for reaching those of Finland.  This is because the government is not focused on providing an equitable education system. Or even focused on educating at a high level.  Rather, it is focused on creating a system that follows their neo-liberal beliefs.  The BC Education Plan is a guise (as is the current troubles on the labour front) to instituting these ideals: o While requests for feedback to the BC Education Plan is currently seen as a priority for government, the plan is all but written awaiting an appropriate time to roll out.  Current feedback will never be considered but provides the perception that it has been o BC Education Plan calls for personalized learning that will amount to students staying at home to work on their computers learning from an on-line master teacher.  Cheaper non-teachers will be available for students to submit assignments and pick up others, while tutoring (on-line and in person) will be available if necessary.  This change over has already begun.  The government is admitting that 700 special needs teachers that have been lost to the system have been replaced with 2100 new teaching assistants ... but no more teachers.  The $165 million Learning Improvement Fund will hire more teacher assistants ... but no more teachers. o Contract changes are necessary to enable this change to occur in our current system – changing hours of work, working conditions (class sizes can reach the hundreds) and making it easier to deal with teachers that disagree with the direction o Money will be saved on school buildings as only a few will be needed as regional meeting places – while the others can be sold as they are no longer required to service children o Standardized assessment will become easier as the teaching from the on-line Master teachers will be the same. o Large corporations will find a ready market for technology.  A quick look at those involved in developing the new BC Education Program indicate past and present members of the guiding committee including 20 members who belong to the corporate business community or with strong ties to this community and zero involved in public education in BC.  Those involved on the committee to restructure BC Education include Reg Bird, Vecima Networks, Don Mattrick, President, Interactive Entertainment Business, Microsoft Corp., Don Safnuk, President and CEO of Corporate Recruiters and Ralph Turfus, CEO, Arbutus Place Investments. o Creating a system dependent on technology will provide a ready market for both hardware and software manufacturers as well as internet providers.  On line needs will increase, allowing a market for sellers of data plans o Control of teacher Professional Development and new evaluation and “one-strike you are out” dismissal procedures will allow government to control what teachers learn and what they will teach in the classroom.  Government and corporate propaganda will be required to be taught, even if ethically unsettling, or a teacher will face dismissal. o Control of curriculum and standardization of what is taught will allow government to lessen the time many students stay in school, providing an opportunity for students to leave at the end of grade 10 (where 3 of our government exit exams currently are placed).   Students will be able to leave early for the workforce providing cheap (and undereducated) labour to be available during the week – something that is currently not readily available for most companies.  Seeing that these workers were encouraged to leave school at grade 10 they will later find that they do not have the required education to change occupations, therefore making them more likely to stay in lower paying jobs within the company that they currently work for. o With the education of children left in the hands of busy parents, and at home often with little guidance (especially in the secondary school years)  it is more likely that they lag behind and  have less motivation to finish beyond grade 10.  As well, earning money at an early age could be a great benefit to the family income as well as provide a greater source of disposable income at an earlier age – resulting in more purchasing power at a younger age. o Only those being educated in private schools (still in a traditional mode of providing education) or those with incredible self-discipline will have the skills to enter university – predominately leaving the rich to claim the higher level jobs and the less rich or less motivated to take up a new lower class working class. o With a larger number of workers available and a dismantling of trade union power, the minimum wage can once again be lowered, rights eroded allowing for more flexibility and higher profits for business owners.  As well, the numbers of the consumer class will increase, also allowing for further profits for corporations.   While we are busy fighting the current contract negotiations, which in themselves are important, the Liberal government has a far greater goal.  We find ourselves so busy with fighting the little things I fear we may miss the bigger picture and feel the pain of the onslaught (BC Education Plan) far before we see it coming and far later than we can do much about it.  I am reminded of a simple yet effective strategy we use to use in PE class when playing the game Murder Ball (in one of its many configurations).  If one was lucky enough to get two balls they often incorporated the following strategy – throw one ball high in the air.  As members of the other team watch the ball float slowly towards them the original thrower would throw the second ball hard , directly at the opponent, hitting them and getting them out. We see a similar strategy with the government – lob up the whole confrontation of contract negotiations, and, while teachers are busy looking at these, hit them hard with the educational changes you as a government actually want to implement. While current contract negotiations are very important and need to be dealt with quickly by teachers throughout the province, we need to be talking about and informing the public of the far greater threat that looms and is poised to hit in the very near future.  It is one that will find us sadly leaving any possibility of reaching the equitable system found in Finland (and along with it the high OECD rankings), leaving any possibility of maintaining our current standing in the world (as stated in the OECD rankings), and fervently chasing the lower scores of the USA, UK and Australia.  All in the name of creating a new culture of uneducated workers and consumers for a quickly growing corporate elite.   Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 12:02 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 10 comments: PierreMarch 23, 2012 at 10:07 PM Let's be careful with the easy Finland comparison! It turns out that their language is as easy as learning 1, 2, 3: their language is very phonetic. English is on the opposite side of the spectrum! If English could be modernized, it would be easier and faster to learn and easier to teach!ReplyDelete Replies PierreMarch 23, 2012 at 10:25 PM For those interested, there is more info at http://reforming-english.blogspot.ca/ .Delete D. BjornsonMarch 23, 2012 at 10:28 PM Perhaps! Who wouldn't have loved to only have had one spelling of there-their-they're! I'm not a language specialist, but people who I know that learn multiple languages at a young age, seem to do well in education overall. Perhaps learning an " easier" language straight off the bat puts one at a disadvantage. Personally, my money is on modeling our Ed system after a country in the top 5, not the top 20.Delete PierreMarch 25, 2012 at 10:18 PM Actually, learning an easier language is an advantage! HUGE! You should see how many struggle to DECODE! They are smart kids, but they cannot make sense of the code! SO, the real important learning is taking the back seat of learning a crazy spelling code that is ILLOGICAL because it is IRREGULAR! So, we are rewarding the kids who can memorize by rote all the intricacies of the language and slowing down the progress of those who look the logic in the language. I suspect this is why more boys are struggling in learning. It would be interesting to know how boys do in Commonwealth countries VS some other countries where the language is more logical (like Finnish). Making anything easier makes sense! Do you still want to go fetch the water at the river? I know there are people who believe that things have to be tough to be good. This is COMPLETELY COUNTER-INTUITIVE! And this is especially so because we are talking about the very element that underpins the learning of FAR more important concepts than learning how to decode!Delete Reply Kathy CouchMarch 25, 2012 at 9:11 PM Shouldn't others be modelling after us? We do very well in the world despite the efforts of our government.ReplyDelete Replies PierreMarch 25, 2012 at 10:24 PM What is insane now is how language has been introduced even in Math. Many programs are so language based. I mean before was not any better with 30 problems on the same notion, but if you cannot read the questions (the word problems), how can you show that you know how to do the math! That part is so backwards. Until, books are read by computers, I predict girls will do better in math soon! Not because they are necessarily better at math, but because they are better at reading. This is why Finnish do better in math tests as well, BTW. Other teaching pedagogy is in general much better. Again, English is creating all kinds of problems.Delete Reply Teacher's ToolboxApril 26, 2012 at 11:16 PM It is frustrating that public education is under attack again... still... continually... I have no words.... just anger and frustration!ReplyDelete Bruce McCloyApril 27, 2012 at 9:13 AM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Bruce McCloyApril 27, 2012 at 9:16 AM While the comparison to Finland may be simplistic in some ways - the bigger picture remains that philosophically we are better looking up and trying to model after a nation that has, as its basic belief, fairness to all. Sounds very opposite a neo-liberal approach to education. I like how Kathy put it "shouldn't others be modelling after us" - we need to remember what has put our system where it is - and expecting others to after us - we need to figure out what has made us successful (despite government interference) and make that our overall objective to keep and continue to pursue. While the Finnish system may have its flaws (what system doesn't)- I like it a whole lot more than chasing the No Child Left Behind US program that yesterdays announcement regarding changes to the School Act have us headed to.ReplyDelete Laura BApril 27, 2012 at 7:56 PM While it may seem to some like an easier task to change the entire English language than to change the agenda of the BC Liberals.... my money's on putting our efforts into political change and the proven success of strong education systems.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ▼  March (12) Bill 22 and Class Size/Class Composition BC Liberals: You reap what you sow... From public to private: a subtle path What is this dispute about? Putting equity last, a... Walk out pamphlet - arguments for full withdrawal ... Teachers debate a response to Bill 22 Lessons from the US - when unions don't strike to ... Lessons from history - legislation and illegal str... How do teachers defeat Bill 22? Critical thinking and Bill 22 - A teacher rebuts G... What is this strike about? A moving letter from a ... Public education - Christy: it's about equality ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11010&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2002 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 14, Number 7, May/June 2002  Inequality in the global economy A new report, "The Global Divide," by the Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives, sheds some light on the pressing issue of inequality in the global economy. "When countless politicians and business gurus are telling us that we live in a global village," said author Marc Lee, "then we have to look at how the income pie in that village is sliced, and it is not a pretty picture." The report finds that inequality is both extremely large and has been growing, especially over the past two decades. In 1970, the top 20% of the world’s people in the richest countries earned 32 times the income of the bottom 20%. That grew to 45 times in 1980, to 59 times in 1989, and to 74 times by 1997. This, however, only captures the growth in inequality between countries, and a true picture of global inequality must also consider the growing gap within countries. The report draws on research done for the World Bank that finds that, while the top 10% of the world’s people increased their share of world income to 51% in 1993, the poorest have been losing ground. In 1993, the bottom half of the world’s population received a mere 8.5% of world income, down from 9.6% in 1988. The report finds that IMF and World Bank policies of liberalization, privatization, and deregulation have significantly contributed to the rise in global inequality. For many of the poorest countries, the policies have been forced on them by the IMF and World Bank in order to get access to loans. "The good news is that the plight of the world’s poor is being discussed at the highest levels," says Lee. "The bad news is that the cure emanating from the discussions too often resembles the disease." The full text of "The Global Divide" is on the CCPA web site: www.policyalternatives.ca.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7138,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 2, October 2005 Yours for the asking Forest education resources and web site A number of teaching kits, lesson plans, and hands-on materials linked to the curriculum are available at www.learnforestry.com. Teaching kits and lesson plans include: Community Development—The History of Logging (Grade 3) Our Living Resource—The Forest (Grade 5) Wood Technology, A Grade 8 Science Unit The Force of Fire (a set of teaching binders at the primary, intermediate, and secondary levels) Lesson plans are also available on careers, beetles, forest health, forest management, and caring for you and our forests. Science World and Ministry of Education "PAL" up to inspire students To support K–7 teachers and inspire scientific curiosity and creativity in their students, Science World has partnered with the Ministry of Education for a program entitled the British Columbia Program for the Awareness and Learning of Science (BC PALS). Starting September 2005, through BC PALS, K–7 classes in B.C. are offered an exciting opportunity to experience Science World’s unique approach to science. It includes either a free class field trip admission to the Science World facility, in Vancouver, or a complimentary outreach program outside the Lower Mainland. Outreach experiences may take the form of a classroom scientist’s visit through the Scientists & Innovators in the Schools program or a multischool assembly science show. Science World programs support the new K–7 science curriculum and assist teachers in educating and inspiring young, developing minds with informative and unforgettable science-based experiences. For more information, visit Science World’s web site, www.scienceworld.ca, and download a BC PALS field trip reservation form, or call 604-443-7500 to speak to the bookings department. Outside the Lower Mainland, call 1-800-363-1611 to find out when Science World Outreach programs are coming to your area. Green Street...helping the planet...one classroom at a time Discover opportunities to enhance your classroom by challenging your students to think critically about the environment, society, and sustainability, and by supporting them in making the leap from ideas to action! All programs are curriculum-aligned, action-oriented, require minimal teacher preparation, and are free or low-cost! "The programs are very relevant. Students are learning about issues in the context of their own community, and they also get a sense of what other kids are thinking about in other communities—it’s very meaningful." (Grade 5 teacher) "An energetic, highly educational, empowering, unbiased program. Exceptional!" (Grade 5/6 teacher) Green Street delivers credible, accessible, and affordable programs that are relevant to students’ concerns, encouraging a sense of personal responsibility for the environment, fostering a commitment to sustainable living, and promoting an enduring dedication to environmental stewardship. Green Street links schools in Canada to reputable environmental-education organizations that offer a range of programs: discovering how to reduce your ecological footprint, learning how to build a wind turbine, letter writing with eco-penpals, and understanding climate change, etc. To browse the new and returning programs available for classrooms in B.C. this year, visit www.green-street.ca. Registration for all programs can be completed online by logging on to Green Street, and scrolling through the various options to find the best programs to suit your classroom. As a teacher, you are welcome to register for more than one program. You can also contact the Green Street co-ordinator, Allison Freeman, at afreeman@green-street.ca or call toll-free 1-877-250-8201. Be a part of something big Big Brothers of Greater Vancouver has a new volunteer option: Kids First. Men and women mentor boys and girls in one-to-one and/or group relationships. Volunteers get together with their buddies, during school time, after school, in the evenings, or on the weekends, through a variety of options involving at least three children per mentor. Together Big & Little Buddies play card and board games, play sports, do arts and crafts, and a variety of other friendship-based activities. Big Brothers also has one-to-one volunteer options for men and women, some of which involve a time commitment of as little as one hour a week. If you are interested in being a friend and role model to a child, please call Matt at Big Brothers 604-876-2447, ext. 250, or visit www.bigbrothersvancouver.com. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7750,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 6, April 2005 Pre-election smoke and mirrors The Campbell government seems to have trouble with numbers. After inflicting overwhelming cuts on almost all services in government, on the eve of the election it is restoring a fraction of the cuts and hoping that partial restoration of funding is welcomed by voters. One of the latest examples is funding for special education. On February 11, 2005, a news release from the Ministry of Education was headlined: Province to do more for students with special needs. It went on to say "The province will provide an additional $3.7 million as part of a plan to increase support for students with special needs." According to the release, government’s commitment in the throne speech was to increase funding for special education students by a projected $28 million next year to a total of nearly $260 million. There is one very big problem with the $260 million figure. On March 22, 1999, a Special Education Review Team was established. Its report is on the Ministry of Education’s web site. According to that report: "In 1999/2000 the Ministry of Education allocated $422,790,218 to special education. A preliminary review of the 1999–2000 school board preliminary budgets shows that $54,000,000 above the Ministry of Education target minimum has been budgeted for special education." In other words, after the recent government funding announcements are implemented, the amount of funding for special needs will have been cut by $162.79 million (38%). That makes the $3.7 million look rather small. Giving a few crumbs back after stealing the loaf may backfire on the Campbell government because it reminds voters of what was taken away. Source: David Schreck, strategicthoughts.com Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141008,aws.amazon.com,http://aws.amazon.com/cn/s3/,AWS | Amazon Simple Storage Service (S3) – 适合数据和文件的在线云存储 单击此处以返回 Amazon Web Services 主页 注册 登录 中文 (简体) 探索 AWS 解决方案和产品 Deutsch English Español Français Português 日本語 한국어 中文（简体） 我的账户 AWS 管理控制台 我的账户 账单与成本管理 安全证书 AWS 与云计算 解决方案 产品 开发人员 培训与资源 支持 合作伙伴 联系我们 AWS 与云计算 AWS 简介 何为云计算？ 选择云平台 客户成功案例 全球基础设施 入门 入门 AWS 免费套餐 新闻与媒体 新功能 AWS 博客 媒体报道 分析师报告 解决方案 网站和 Web 应用程序 备份、储存和存档 大数据与 HPC 游戏 数字媒体 保健与生命科学 业务应用程序 初创公司 初创公司使用 AWS 为其应用提供所需的一切服务。 企业 企业使用 AWS 在全球范围内实现 IT 创新并降低成本。 政府与教育机构 公共事业组织使用 AWS 改善敏捷性并降低成本。 产品 计算 联网 存储和内容分发 数据库 分析 应用程序服务 部署与管理 移动服务 应用程序 AWS Marketplace 软件 开发人员 试用 使用预先建立的样本应用开始在 Amazon Web Services 上进行开发。 下载 所有官方软件开发工具包、IDE 工具包和命令行工具可以从这里下载。 文档 论坛 Java JavaScript 移动应用 PHP Ruby Python Windows 和 .NET 培训与资源 培训 自主进度动手实验室 认证 成本中心 查找成本结算器和其他工具，帮助您降低 AWS 云的相关成本。 安全中心 了解 AWS Cloud 安全性，以及如何构建安全的应用程序。 架构中心 了解如何在 AWS Cloud 中构建可扩展且可靠的应用程序。 白皮书 分析师报告 文档 论坛 AWS Youtube 频道 活动与网络研讨会 支持 支持中心 Trusted Advisor 技术常见问题 文档 论坛 服务运行状况控制面板 AWS Support 计划 联系我们 合作伙伴 寻找 AWS 合作伙伴 寻找合格的 APN 合作伙伴，以帮助您完成您的 AWS 项目 主要咨询合作伙伴 加入 AWS 合作伙伴网络 了解 APN 计划的优点和要求 登录到 APN 门户网站 通过 AWS 网站中仅供合作伙伴访问的部分下载内容并与 AWS 交流。 网站和 Web 应用程序 网站与网站托管 为 Web、社交和移动应用程序提供云支持 电子商务应用 构建安全可扩展的网上店面 移动服务 移动后台服务和软件开发工具包 数字营销 高度可扩充的云中在线广告和营销服务 AWS MARKETPLACE 由 AMIMOTO 支持的 WordPress Movable Type 6 由 Bitnami 支持的 Drupal 查看所有相关产品（超过 95 个） 备份、储存和存档 备份和恢复 随时随地存储和取回任何数据 数据存档 快速从灾难中恢复系统和数据 灾难恢复 存档您的数据以便长期保留 AWS MARKETPLACE Cloud Protection Manager Standard Edition SoftNAS Cloud Riverbed SteelStore 查看所有相关产品（超过 35 个） 大数据与 HPC 大数据 存储和处理大数据集以解决业务问题 高性能计算 运行密耦式和 IO 密集型工作负载，以解决复杂的科学、工程和业务问题 AWS MARKETPLACE MapR M5 Univa Grid Engine One Click HPC Head Node ScaleOut Analytics Server 查看所有相关产品（超过 145 个） 游戏 游戏开发和运营 移动、Web、PC 和主机游戏所需的服务和基础设施 AWS MARKETPLACE ORBX Cloud Game Console 带 NVIDIA GRID GPU 驱动程序的 Windows Server 2008R2 Red5 Media Server 查看所有相关产品（超过 25 个） 数字媒体 数字媒体 云中的媒体存储、存档、处理和交付 AWS MARKETPLACE Adobe Media Server 5 Extended Wowza Streaming Engine 4: Standard Helix Universal Server Pro 查看所有相关产品（超过 75 个） 保健与生命科学 医疗保健 以更少的时间和投入向病人提供更好的护理 生命科学 帮助公司解决复杂问题的服务和基础设施 基因组领域 使用强大的计算工具运行基因组工作负载 AWS MARKETPLACE NITRC 计算环境 BioPerl NCBI BLAST 查看所有相关产品（超过 25 个） 业务应用程序 业务应用程序 在安全稳健的环境中运行业务关键应用程序 Oracle 在 AWS 云中运行 Oracle 应用程序 SAP 在 AWS 的可扩展基础设施中运行 SAP 工作负载 Microsoft 将所有 Microsoft 应用程序放在 AWS 云中 AWS MARKETPLACE SAP HANA One Oracle Database 12c Enterprise Edition (BYOL) Microsoft SharePoint Foundation 2010 查看所有相关产品（超过 845 个） 计算 Amazon EC2 云中的虚拟服务器 Auto Scaling Amazon VPC 隔离的云资源 Elastic Load Balancing AWS MARKETPLACE CentOS 6 Jaspersoft Reporting and Analytics for AWS（按小时收费） Zend Server Professional Edition PHP 5.4 查看所有相关产品（超过 1800 个） 联网 Amazon VPC 隔离的云资源 AWS Direct Connect AWS 专用网络连接 Amazon Route 53 可扩展的域名系统 (DNS) Elastic Load Balancing AWS MARKETPLACE Sophos UTM 9 Vyatta 虚拟路由器/防火墙/VPN NetScaler VPX Platinum Edition – 10 Mbps 查看所有相关产品（超过 185 个） 存储和内容分发 Amazon S3 可扩展的云存储 Amazon Glacier 云中的低成本归档存储 Amazon EBS EC2 块存储卷 AWS Storage Gateway 将内部 IT 环境与云存储相集成 Amazon CloudFront 全球内容分发网络 (CDN) AWS Import/Export 大容量数据传输 AWS MARKETPLACE Wowza Streaming Engine 4: Standard Adobe Media Server 5 Extended SoftNAS Cloud 查看所有相关产品（超过 100 个） 数据库 Amazon RDS 适用于 MySQL、Oracle、SQL Server 和 PostgreSQL 的托管关系数据库服务 Amazon DynamoDB 快速、可预测、高度可扩展的 NoSQL 数据存储 Amazon Redshift 快速、功能强大、完全托管的 PB 级数据仓库服务 Amazon ElastiCache 内存缓存服务 AWS MARKETPLACE MONyog – RDS MySQL Monitor and Advisor SAP HANA One ScaleArc iDB Enterprise for MySQL 查看所有相关产品（超过 100 个） 分析 Amazon Kinesis 实时数据流处理 Amazon Redshift 快速、功能强大、完全托管的 PB 级数据仓库服务 Amazon EMR 托管的 Hadoop 框架 AWS Data Pipeline 适用于周期性数据驱动工作流的编排服务 AWS MARKETPLACE Jaspersoft Reporting and Analytics for AWS（按小时收费） Attunity CloudBeam for Amazon Redshift Revolution R Enterprise 7 查看所有相关产品（超过 200 个） 应用程序服务 Amazon CloudSearch 托管的搜索服务 Amazon AppStream 低延迟应用程序流媒体传输 Amazon SES 电子邮件发送服务 Amazon SQS 消息队列服务 Amazon SNS 推送通知服务 Amazon SWF 用于协调应用程序组件的工作流服务 Amazon FPS 基于 API 的付款服务 Amazon Elastic Transcoder 易用的可扩展媒体转码 AWS MARKETPLACE Adobe ColdFusion 11 Nginx Citrix Netscaler 查看所有相关产品（超过 260 个） 部署与管理 AWS Elastic Beanstalk AWS 应用程序容器 AWS OpsWorks DevOps 应用程序管理服务 AWS CloudFormation AWS 资源创建模板 AWS CloudTrail 用户活动与变更追踪 Amazon CloudWatch 资源与应用程序监控 AWS Identity and Access Management (IAM) 可配置的 AWS 访问控制 AWS CloudHSM 有助于实现监管合规性的基于硬件的密钥存储 AWS 管理控制台 基于 Web 的用户界面 AWS 命令行界面 管理 AWS 服务的统一工具 AWS MARKETPLACE 由 MBridge 支持的基于 Ubuntu 的高级 Redmine 由 TurnKey Linux 提供的 Trac 查看所有相关产品（超过 220 个） 移动服务 Amazon Cognito 用户身份和数据同步 Amazon Mobile Analytics 快速、安全的应用程序使用情况分析 Amazon SNS 跨越多种平台发送通知、更新和促销信息 AWS 移动软件开发工具包 快速轻松开发高质量移动应用程序 应用程序 Amazon WorkSpaces 云中的虚拟桌面 Amazon Zocalo 安全的企业文档存储和共享 AWS Marketplace 软件 基础设施软件（超过 1300 个） 应用程序部署 应用程序服务器 应用程序堆栈 大数据 数据库和缓存 网络基础设施 操作系统 安全性 商业软件（超过 845 个） 商业智能 协作 内容管理 CRM 电子商务 教育与研究 金融服务 高性能计算 媒体 项目管理 存储与备份 开发人员工具（超过 220 个） 问题和缺陷跟踪 监控 日志分析 源代码控制 测试 单击此处以返回 Amazon Web Services 主页 AWS 与云计算 何为云计算？ 选择云平台 入门 全球基础设施 成本中心 客户成功案例 最新消息 媒体报道 分析报告 活动 视频 AWS 博客 AWS Support 白皮书 计算 Amazon EC2 Auto Scaling Amazon VPC Elastic Load Balancing AWS Marketplace 联网 Amazon VPC AWS Direct Connect Amazon Route 53 Elastic Load Balancing AWS Marketplace 存储和内容分发 Amazon S3 Amazon Glacier Amazon EBS AWS Storage Gateway Amazon CloudFront AWS Import/Export AWS Marketplace 数据库 Amazon RDS Amazon DynamoDB Amazon Redshift Amazon ElastiCache AWS Marketplace 分析 Amazon Kinesis Amazon Redshift Amazon EMR AWS Data Pipeline Amazon Mobile Analytics AWS Marketplace 应用程序服务 Amazon CloudSearch Amazon AppStream Amazon SES Amazon SQS Amazon SNS Amazon SWF Amazon FPS Amazon Elastic Transcoder AWS Marketplace 部署与管理 AWS Elastic Beanstalk AWS OpsWorks AWS CloudFormation AWS CloudTrail Amazon CloudWatch AWS Identity and Access Management (IAM) AWS CloudHSM AWS 管理控制台 AWS 命令行界面 AWS Marketplace Mobile Services Mobile Services Amazon Cognito Amazon Mobile Analytics Amazon SNS AWS 移动软件开发工具包 应用程序 Amazon WorkSpaces Amazon Zocalo AWS Marketplace 软件 基础设施软件 应用程序堆栈 操作系统 数据库和缓存 网络基础设施 商业软件 商业智能 协作 内容管理 CRM 开发人员工具 问题和缺陷跟踪 监控 源代码控制 测试 初创公司 AWS 上的初创公司 AWS Activate Web、移动、社交 大数据 企业 AWS 上的企业 商业应用程序 备份与存储 安全中心 成本中心 合作伙伴 查找 AWS 合作伙伴 加入 AWS 合作伙伴网络 登录到 APN 门户 主要咨询合作伙伴 政府与教育机构 政府与教育机构 联邦政府 州和地方政府 教育机构 Defense and Aerospace AWS GovCloud（美国）区域 网站和 Web 应用程序 网站 电子商务 移动应用 Digital Marketing 社交媒体 AWS Marketplace 备份、储存和存档 备份与存储 AWS 上的灾难恢复 存档 AWS Marketplace 大数据与 HPC 大数据 HPC AWS Marketplace 游戏 游戏开发和运营 AWS Marketplace 数字媒体 数字媒体 AWS Marketplace 开发人员 AWS 管理控制台 文档 开发工具包与工具 入门 下载 平台 Java JavaScript 移动应用 PHP Ruby Python Windows 和 .NET 资源 论坛 教程和文章 AWS Marketplace 白皮书 培训与认证 AWS 用户组 支持 支持中心 论坛 文档 技术常见问题 服务运行状况控制面板 AWS Support 计划 联系我们 Amazon Web Services 产品与服务  Amazon S3  产品详情 定价 入门 资源 常见问题 相关链接 AWS 管理控制台 文档 发行说明 开发论坛 免费试用 创建免费账户 Amazon S3 Amazon S3 是一种面向 Internet 的存储服务。该服务旨在让开发人员能更轻松的进行互联网规模计算。 Amazon S3 提供了一个简单的 Web 服务界面，用户可通过它随时在 Web 上的任何位置存储和检索任意大小的数据。此服务让所有开发人员都能访问与亚马逊运行其全球网站的同一个高扩展性、可靠性、安全性和快速价廉的基础设施。此服务旨在为开发人员带来最大化的规模效益。 开始免费使用 AWS 创建免费账户 或者登录到控制台 AWS 免费套餐包括由 Amazon S3 提供的 5GB 存储空间、20 000 个 Get 请求和 2 000 个 Put 请求。 查看 AWS 免费套餐详细信息 » 精选客户案例 阅读全文 » 观看视频 » 观看视频 » 阅读全文 » 观看视频 » 使用案例 内容存储和分发 Amazon S3 为各种内容，从 Web 应用程序到媒体文件，提供了一种高持久性和高可用性的存储。它允许您将整个存储基础设施转移到云端，从而利用 Amazon S3 的扩展性和按使用付费的优势，以处理不断增长的存储需求。您可以直接从 Amazon S3 分配内容，也可以将 Amazon S3 当作原始存储，向您的 Amazon CloudFront 节点推送内容。 对于分享易于复制的内容或在其他位置存储了原始副本的内容，Amazon S3 的去冗余存储 (RRS) 解决方案将是您无与伦比的选择。例如，如果您在内部存储了媒体内容，但需要让客户、渠道合作伙伴或员工能够访问，那么 RRS 是存储和共享这种内容的低成本解决方案。 用于数据分析的存储 无论是存储用于分析的医药数据、用于计算和定价的财务数据，还是用于调整尺寸的照片图像，Amazon S3 都是存储原始内容的理想位置。 这样，您可以将该内容发送到 Amazon EC2 进行计算、调整大小或其他大规模分析，而不会由于在这些服务之间移动数据产生任何数据传输的费用。然后，您可以选择使用 Amazon S3 的去冗余存储 (RRS) 功能（当然，也可以使用 Amazon S3 的标准存储）来存储这些结果以及可再生的内容。 备份、存档与灾难恢复 Amazon S3 提供了高持久性、高扩展性以及安全的解决方案来备份和归档您的关键数据。您可以使用 Amazon S3 的版本控制功能为存储的数据提供进一步的保护。 如果您有庞大的数据集，则可以使用 AWS Import/Export，通过物理存储设备将大量数据移入和移出 AWS。 这非常适合移动大量数据进行定期备份或在灾难恢复情况下快速恢复数据。 您也可以基于对象的生命周期为其定义归档规则，将 Amazon S3 对象归档到 Amazon Glacier 以享受极低成本的存储服务。随着数据老化，这些规则可以确保您的数据自动存储到最合算的存储服务中。 了解更多 » 静态网站托管 您可以在 Amazon S3 上托管整个静态网站，进而获得一个价格实惠、高度可用并且可根据流量要求自动扩展的托管解决方案。 自托管一个可以处理峰值流量加载且高度可用的网站不但非常困难，而且成本高昂。有了 Amazon S3，您可以提供可靠的流量服务，并且无需再为处理突发的高峰流量而扩展基础设施问题大伤脑筋。Amazon S3 设计保证了 99.99% 的可用性和 99.999999999% 的持久性，它使得您能够访问一个可高度扩展且快速可靠的基础设施，也就是 Amazon 运行自身的全球网站网络所采用的基础设施。您还可以享受到按需付费的定价。 您仅需按实际用量付费。 Amazon S3 的网站托管解决方案特别适合托管静态内容（包括 html 文件、图片、视频以及 JavaScript 等客户端脚本）的网站。（建议使用 Amazon EC2 进行托管包含服务器端脚本编写和数据库交互内容的网站）。 Amazon S3 设计要求 Amazon S3 的基本理念是善加利用基于 Internet 的优质存储。 它让开发人员不再担心如何存储数据、数据是否安全或者是否有足够的存储可用。 他们不再需要支付前期费用来建立自己的存储解决方案，也不需要支付维护和扩展存储服务器的后续成本。Amazon S3 功能简单且强大：以实惠的价格安全地存储任何数量的数据，同时确保数据在您需要时始终可用。 借助 Amazon S3，开发人员能够专注于利用数据来进行创新，而不是研究如何存储数据。 Amazon S3 的构建方式满足以下设计要求： 安全 提供一种基础设施，允许客户完全控制能够访问其数据的人员。同时客户必须能够确保其在传输中或静态的数据安全。 运行可靠 数据存储持久性高达 99.999999999%，可用性达 99.99%。没有单一的故障点。系统必须能够承受或修复所有故障，且不会导致停机。 可扩展 Amazon S3 可以根据存储、请求率以及用户数进行扩展，以支持无限量的 Web 规模级别的应用程序。它将扩展作为一项优势：向系统增加节点以增加（而非减小）其可用性、速度、吞吐量、容量和稳健性。 快速 Amazon S3 必须足够快速，以支持高性能的应用程序。服务器端的延迟相对于 Internet 延迟必须是无关紧要的。只需简单的向系统添加节点，即可解决任何性能瓶颈。 价格低廉 Amazon S3 由价格实惠的商用硬件组件构成。所有硬件最终都会出现故障，但这必须不会影响整体系统。 系统必须独立于硬件，以便随着 Amazon 持续缩减基础设施成本而实现资金的节省。 简便 构建高度可扩展、可靠、快速且价格实惠的存储并非易事。而要让它对任何位置的任意应用程序都能够简单易用则更是难上加难。Amazon S3 必须两者兼顾。 该设计有一项强制功能：单一的 Amazon S3 分布式系统必须能同时满足Amazon 内部应用程序的需求和任意的外部应用的开发人员的需求。这表示，它必须足够快速和可靠以运行 Amazon.com 的网站，同时又足够灵活，让任何开发人员都能用它来满足任何数据存储需求。 创建免费账户  AWS on Weibo  awschina on WeChat  AWS 博客  最新消息？RSS AWS 与云计算 何为云计算？ 产品与服务 客户成功案例 成本中心 架构中心 安全中心 What's New 白皮书 AWS 博客 活动 新闻稿 分析报告 法律条款 Solutions Websites & Website Hosting Business Applications Backup and Recovery Disaster Recovery Data Archive Big Data High Performance Computing Mobile Services Digital Marketing Game Development Digital Media Resources & Training 开发人员 运行于 AWS 上的 Java 运行于 AWS 上的 JavaScript 运行于 AWS 上的移动应用 运行于 AWS 上的 PHP 运行于 AWS 上的 Python 运行于 AWS 上的 Ruby 运行于 AWS 上的 Windows 和 .NET 开发工具包与工具 AWS Marketplace 用户组 Support Plans Service Health Dashboard Discussion Forums FAQs 文档 Articles & Tutorials 管理账户 管理控制台 账单与成本管理 个人信息 支付方法 AWS Identity & Access Management 安全证书 请求提升服务限额 Amazon Web Services 正诚聘精英。 Amazon Web Services (AWS) 是 Amazon.com 旗下一个充满活力、不断壮大的事业部。我们现诚聘软件开发工程师、产品经理、客户经理、解决方案架构师、支持工程师、系统工程师以及设计师等人才。请访问我们的求职网页，或者我们的开发人员专属求职网页，了解详细信息。 Amazon Web Services 是一个 Equal Opportunity Employer。 Amazon.com 旗下子公司 Language Deutsch English Español Français 日本語 Português 한국어 中文 (简体) 网站条款 | 隐私 © 2014, Amazon Web Services, Inc. 或其附属公司。保留所有权利。)
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(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12006&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2001 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 13, Number 5, March 2001 I can be happy at this school Creating a socially responsible learning community by Blakeburn community and Linda Laidlaw The school day begins. Several children sit on the circle of couches gathered in the foyer. One reads a picture book; the others quietly converse. Others join them as children, parents, grandparents, and caregivers enter the school. There are more books and more conversations as some children rouse themselves from the sleepiness of early morning. Some choose to play board games or work with Lego or computers as a way into their day. Eventually, most of the students and a number of parents are in and around the foyer in an atmosphere of calm anticipation. It is hard to believe that more than 300 are present and that every school day begins with this joyous collective event. As 09:00 nears, the singing begins. Most join in; others observe quietly. This school ritual began in September as one of the whole-school activities creating community. After several songs and a clapping game, a few students ring the hand bells, which signal the move to classrooms. The children do this in the same way as they have entered the building, spontaneously, without structured adult intervention or the jarring punctuation of electronic bells. Each classroom has the responsibility for ringing the bells. Without outdoor lineups and entry scuffles, positive, natural relationships are fostered. Everyone moves on “as real people do when they are out in the world.” With the final hugs and goodbyes to family and friends, the children begin their day at school. After everyone is settled in, a student leader reads the morning messages for the whole school. There’s a reminder about choir practice, as well as an invitation for everyone to bring in materials and artifacts for Chinese New Year. At the end of the announcements, as happens every day, there is a reminder about the school’s goal of creating a socially responsible learning community. This week’s focus is to treat others with fairness and respect and to include everyone (not just those you like) in the games and activities during the day. At Blakeburn Elementary School, a Port Coquitlam elementary school, which opened in September 2000, a common goal is social responsibility for the whole school: children and caregivers, teachers, administrator, non-teaching support staff, and volunteers. Parents have noticed the difference. “There is a different atmosphere at this school,” one parent reports. “There’s a sense of mutual trust. The expectation is that the kids will manage and get along, and they do.” The kids are learning the language to problem solve, respect diversity, and contribute to the classroom and the school. They are expected to include one another. “It is a common understanding among the children when they are playing at recess or lunch that they don’t have the right to say “You can’t play.” says another parent, “I think that they try to live up to having more responsibilities, to having that trust.” Teachers also notice a different atmosphere in their new school. Though there were questions about implementing alternative practices like turning off the automatic bells and increasing expectations about student responsibilities and involvement, the results have been positive. “It feels so welcoming here—for students and for teachers. The focus is on learning opportunities and developing supportive, caring relationships among colleagues, with parents, and between students. There’s consistency and modelling at every level. We are all working from the same page.” Students can articulate the philosophy of their school. According to Komal, “We learned about how to be gracious—that means, like, if someone offers you something, you don’t go, ‘I don’t like this colour,’ but you learn to be happy with what you get instead of complaining.” Brayden adds, “We know about caring for people, like when someone’s hurt, or asking people not to chase.” Students talk about feeling safe, included, and happy to be at school. Creating the kind of community that is now visible in the day-to-day routines at Blakeburn, didn’t happen automatically. The philosophy and structures had to be a shared vision, and they required many levels of involvement. Initially, in late spring, the leadership team talked about how to create a caring and socially responsible learning community. The B.C. Ministry of Education Social Responsibility Performance Standards framed common language, common expectations, and a starting place for meaningful conversations. The conversations continued throughout the summer as new staff were hired. The children and their families were then included during the first week of school. The entire first week focussed on creating a “caring, creative, intelligent school.” That became the mission statement for Blakeburn. As one teacher commented, “we began to develop shared values and beliefs for what creating a socially responsible community means to all of its members.” Students participated in multiaged “family” groupings with relevant activities. Throughout the process, staff realized that such work must be multifaceted, woven through the curriculum, and part of all interactions at school. For example, the Christmas concert focussed on “caring for each other,” the creation of a community quilt represents the diversity in the community, the children use the Social Responsibility Performance Standards to evaluate characters in literature, and all staff, including the new noon-hour supervisors, use the same language when interacting with children. As one teacher said, “It is far more powerful when we are using common language.” It required all adults to “buy in” to notions of social responsibility at all levels. That included breaking down the “norms” of competition or isolation. Even with the rising public stance against bullying and violence in schools, creating a positive school climate requires more than a pre-packaged antibullying program for a scheduled time in the day. Living the principles of inclusion and responsibility to one’s school community, through modelling and consistency, must happen all day, every day. We believe that creating a socially responsible learning community is a lifelong journey, and we know we’ve just begun. As one student said, “I am happy and lucky to be at this school. I feel safe. Everyone treats me good. I love coming to school!” The Blakeburn community consists of parents, children, special-education assistants, teachers, secretaries, caretakers, and the administrator. Linda Laidlaw is a B.C. teacher, currently working on her doctorate at York University, Toronto. Funding applications Blakeburn Elementary School received $1,000 from the BCTF Ed May Social Responsibility Education Fund to assist them with their project, Creating a Socially Responsible Learning Community. The fund was established at the 1994 BCTF AGM to support teachers in promoting socially responsible teaching practices in the province. A brochure describing the criteria and procedures for applying for funding is sent to all schools in September of each year. The fund has been fully expended for this year. Applications for the school year 2001–02 may be submitted at any time. The deadline for submissions is November 30, 2001. For further information, please contact Dan Blake, BCTF PD Division, (604) 871-1851, toll free 1-800-663-9163, local 1851, or dblake@bctf.ca.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7102,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 1, September 2005 Achievement focus counter-productive by Nancy Knickerbocker "I want to impress upon you the urgency of what we face. B.C., like other provinces and states, is facing an educational emergency. It is created and exacerbated by strategies and policies used allegedly to improve education. We need to help parents understand that it is an emergency." This was the call to action from Boston academic and author Alfie Kohn, in his keynote speech to the more than 600 delegates at the BCTF summer conference, held in August at UBC. Author of 10 books on education, parenting, and human behavior, Kohn’s work has been translated into 10 languages. Among his titles are The Schools Our Children Deserve (1999) and The Case Against Standardized Testing (2000). Unconditional Parenting is his latest. (Read more about his work at www.alfiekohn.org. Kohn quipped that U.S. President George Bush’s infamous "No Child Left Behind" legislation ought to be called the "Many Children Left Behind Act." Unfortunately though, Canadians are importing destructive policies from south of the border. "If my goal were to undermine democratic public education, I’d do exactly what this provincial government is doing," he said, pointing to the B.C. Liberals‚ mantra of "It’s all about achievement." Kohn said there are five fatal flaws to the "tougher standards movement," also known as the "accountability agenda." It gets motivation wrong. It gets teaching and learning wrong. It gets evaluation wrong. It gets school reform wrong. It gets improvement wrong. Kohn said that the idea that achievement is all that matters might sound good, but it flies in the face of growing evidence in educational psychology that reveals a big difference between real learning and test performance. "I believe excellence is important, and I want to see kids learning well," he said, "but when kids are too focused on how they’re doing rather than what they’re learning, bad things happen." Kohn said that overemphasizing achievement ignores the factors that motivate students to authentic learning. There are negative consequences for kids: They become less interested in learning for its own sake. They become preoccupied with their abilities. They prefer easy tasks and quick completion. They are devastated by failure. Their quality of learning suffers. "Research shows that when kids get too focused on achievement, paradoxically achievement declines when measured by deep understanding," Kohn said. The second fatal flaw of the tougher standards movement is that it gets teaching and learning wrong, Kohn said. It reduces teaching to mere transmission of a "bunch o’ facts" to students who are reduced to "passive receptacles." He noted that B.C.’s highly prescriptive curriculum is "based on a coverage model" that requires teachers to cover everything, rather than allowing students to discover what they want to learn. "Thinking is messy, and deep thinking is really messy," Kohn said. "Your curriculum is nothing if not orderly." The third fatal flaw of the accountability agenda is that it gets evaluation wrong. Raising test scores can mean ruining our schools, in Kohn’s view. He questioned why the B.C. Ministry of Education is uncritically using standardized test scores as its measure of success. "Don’t let anyone tell you that standardized tests don’t provide accurate measures," he said. "In fact, they are exquisitely accurate measures of the size of the houses near a school." Kohn asked the assembled teachers: "How many of you know students who are gifted deep thinkers, yet they don’t do well on standardized tests?" Many hands went up. "And how many of you know students who are relatively shallow thinkers who excel on standardized tests?" Again, many hands went up. Indeed, he said, research shows that high test scores correlate to shallow thinking at elementary, middle, and secondary school levels. The fourth fatal flaw is that the accountability agenda promotes a wrong-headed direction for school reform, Kohn said. "Accountability is just a code word for more control over the classrooms by people who are not in the classrooms. It has the same effect on learning as the noose has on breathing." Kohn observed that, "the B.C. government’s [education] policy is predicated on intolerance for disagreement." The question is whether governments choose to work with those in schools, or try to compel them to work a certain way. Teachers generally want to improve education and do not oppose the impetus for change in schools. "People don’t resist change. They resist being changed," he said. Reporting out of test results to rank schools, as the Fraser Institute does in several provinces including B.C., is unethical because it "invites misleading comparisons," Kohn said. He invited audience members to rally together under the banner of "Fighting Reactionary and Stupid Educational Ranking, or FRASER." The fifth fatal flaw, of the accountability agenda, is that it gets improvement wrong. "Harder isn’t always better," Kohn said, declaring that notion "a simplistic conflation of quality and difficulty." He decried the "sorting machine" model, in which school systems are designed to separate winners from losers. "It’s all about competition, not co-operation. It’s about rivalry in the marketplace, and making sure that some people always fail." So, what do we do about all of this? "We fight," Kohn said. "That’s what we do." He urged teachers to assert policies that deal with quality of their working lives and the quality of education children receive. He encouraged them to inform parents that they and their kids have the right to opt out of standardized tests. And he suggested they try to make every education minister’s worst fear come true—"What if we gave a test and nobody came?" Kohn pointed out several hopeful signs that Canadians do not support the accountability agenda. Canadians (83%) believe testing should be used to evaluate and improve learning, not rank children. By a two to one margin, Canadians favour teachers’ evaluations of their children’s learning to standardized tests. Parent advisory committees are starting to resist testing. Five Vancouver schools rejected Fraser Institute awards last year. Kohn challenged teachers to act on their professional concerns about standardized testing and other impediments to quality teaching. "What are you doing to show you are serious in your opposition? How are you trying to minimize the damage? How will you make long-term change?" Nancy Knickerbocker is the BCTF’s media-relations officer. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12054,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2001 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 13, Number 6, April 2001 AGM 2001 Carpeting out and handwashing in by Lynne Sinclair An historic event occurred at the 2001 AGM as delegates discussed the first health and safety recommendations from the first provincial health and safety advisory committee. The recommendations came forward from the Executive Committee as part of setting the stage for our expanding and ongoing work in health and safety. Lively debates ensued on subjects that ranged from handwashing to ozone generators and from removal of carpeting to violence prevention. Teachers told stories of moving and sometimes humorous events in their schools that underscored the importance of ensuring everyone’s health and safety, including teachers’. Notable recommendations included the removal of all carpeting from schools over the long term, background checks on all students new to a school, recording of all violent incidents and informing staff of them, notification of any risk of violence from parents/guardians, handwashing programs, adequate furnishing of staffrooms, and the provision of custodians at all times schools are in session. Handwashing, known to be the most effective method of preventing the spread of communicable diseases, was the subject of one of the lengthier debates. A recommendation to include handwashing programs in all schools, and soap in student and staff washrooms, provoked a lengthy debate in which delegates made amendments to strengthen the recommendation. The meeting decided to include warm water, soap, paper towels, and taps that do not turn off automatically and prematurely. The staff of the conference centre where the AGM was held reported that they had to fill the soap and paper towel dispensers at a much faster rate than normal! The media picked up on the recommendation that background checks be done on all students new to a school prior to attendance and lambasted teachers for promoting violations of students’ civil liberties. These are the same media that daily attack public schools for supposedly rampant bullying. Delegates at the AGM got it right–they understood that a simple telephone call to a student’s previous school or preschool could help ensure appropriate program placement, resources, and elimination of the risk of violence. Several school districts already have such procedures in which students are held out of class for one day while phone checks are completed. Delegates spoke eloquently of the need for this kind of procedure wherein students receive positive starts in new schools because their needs are addressed up front and wherein all other students and staff are protected from unnecessary risks of violence. Recommendations to record all violent incidents and to inform staff of any risk of violence from parents or guardians of students carried easily, upholding the Occupational Health and Safety Regulation requirements and enshrining them in member policy for education and awareness. In addition, a recommendation to have safety plans for all teachers working alone helped interpret the working alone regulation by listing applicable situations such as portables, remote wings, hospital/homebound, and so forth. A specific recommendation for hospital/homebound and distributed learning teachers that requires that they be assured a non-smoking environment, the presence of another adult, and a means of communication in an emergency carried. Teachers on call were also singled out in a recommendation to highlight the necessity of informing them upon call out and/or upon arrival at the worksite of the occupational health and safety risks of the assignment. Removal of carpeting in schools was another lively debate in which delegates spoke eloquently about health and safety hazards. Val Hamilton, member of the provincial Health and Safety Advisory Committee and a VESTA delegate, described the carpets as "cess pools" in which bacteria, bodily fluids, and other grime is ground into rugs that are never properly or regularly cleaned. An amendment to ensure health and safety related to the removal of carpeting–such as noise abatement–carried. Victoria school district has been gathering used tennis balls and putting them on the legs of chairs and tables in a cost-effective, practical approach to that problem. Delegates did not just want adequately furnished staffrooms; they wanted spacious staffrooms with outside windows and they did not want them used as classrooms or first aid rooms. The Occupational Health and Safety Regulation requirement that there be a dedicated lunchroom for all staff has now been interpreted, BCTF style! Delegates also supported the inclusion of occupational health and safety training in teacher-education programs so that student teachers (who are covered by WCB during practicums) and all prospective teachers are taught preventative measures to protect their health and safety before they begin teaching. Speakers mentioned posture and breathing techniques to protect our voices as one example of training. Students on work experience, who are covered by WCB, also need to receive occupational health and safety training appropriate to the job and worksite and should not be placed in a workplace that is not covered by WCB, according to BCTF policy set at the AGM. This AGM did raise our health and safety consciousness. Many of the evaluations commented on the comfort level of the chairs, the quality of the air, and the lighting, and many also complimented the quality of the debate! — Lynne Sinclair Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141007,www.huffingtonpost.ca,http://www.huffingtonpost.ca/2014/09/18/bc-teachers-vote_n_5840780.html?utm_hp_ref=bc-teachers-strike-2014,B.C. Teachers Vote On Bittersweet Contract Deal With Province View mobile site October 7, 2014 Huffpost Canada British Columbia ca Edition: ca Show/Hide Brasil BR Canada CA Deutschland DE España ES France FR Italia IT 日本 (Japan) JP 한국 (Korea) KR Maghreb MG United Kingdom UK United States US Region: BC Show/Hide All Canada Alberta British Columbia Québec (en français) Follow Newsletters Get Canada British ColumbiaNewsletters Email address Enter Email Address Huffington Post Search Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search iOS app Android app More Log in Create Account Notifications 0 $USERNAME Profile Settings Logout FRONT PAGE Politics Ford Still Doesn't Understand Racism 51 Unvetted Judge Joins Supreme Court 43 Kenney Posts Photos Of Iraqi Children To Make Case For ISIL Airstrikes 91 Clinton: Canadian Help In ISIL Fight 'Indispensable' 44 Canadians Left In A Fog Of War 42 Go to Politics More in Politics The Pulse Stephen Harper You Might Also Like US Politics UK Politics Business Porn Company Has A Raunchy Deal For Air Canada Pilots 3 Sun News Just Lost Its Main Source Of Content; What Now? 49 Canadian Cities Surprisingly Unpopular Destinations For Workers 0 This Is How You Rack Up U.S. Roaming Charges While In Canada 14 Look What China Might Actually Build 47 Go to Business More in Business Small Business Money You Might Also Like Tech TechCrunch Autoblog WorldPost Spanish Nurse First To Contract Ebola Outside West Africa 518 It's Been 3 Weeks Since Anyone's Seen Kim And Rumors Are Swirling 91 3 New Findings On ISIS Weapons That You Should Know About 0 Kurds Face Massacre In Syrian Border Town As Turkey Just Watches 334 American Held Hostage By ISIS: 'I Am Obviously Pretty Scared To Die' 70 Go to WorldPost More in WorldPost Foreign Affairs World Elections Arab Uprising Afghanistan War Syria Crisis You Might Also Like Travel Impact Living 100 Pumpkin Carvings That Will Inspire You 0 Fried Maple Leaves Are A Delicacy In Japan, And We're Jealous 6 WATCH: HuffPost Readers School Us On Toronto's Real Must-Eats 2 Toronto Dubbed Fourth Most Livable City In The World 0 33 Signs You Live In Liberty Village 1 Go to Living You Might Also Like Healthy Living Food Recipes Divorce Women Parentdish Green Post50 Weddings Style Best Halloween Costumes For Men And Women 0 Most Offensive Products In Retail 3 Canadian Model Coco Rocha Is Pregnant! 4 LOOK: Matthew McConaughey Wears 'Dazed And Confused' T-Shirt 1 Go to Style More in Style Beauty Fashion Celeb Style Entertaining and Etiquette Stylelist Canada Wedding Style Home Style You Might Also Like Style (U.S.) Weddings Stylelist Canada Entertainment Kris Jenner Opens Up About The Late Robert Kardashian 6 Blake Lively Is Pregnant! 30 Mariah Carey Proves She's Not Lip-Synching 42 Is This Where George Clooney And Amal Alamuddin Honeymooned? 7 Pregnant Kelly Rowland Poses Topless In Black And White Photo Shoot 2 Go to Entertainment You Might Also Like Music Celebrity TV Moviefone Arts The Glamorous History Of Pin-Up Like You've Never Seen It Before 3 1 Here Are A Bunch Of F*cking Delightful Artsy Cat Photos. You're Welcome. 3 This Is What It Really Looks Like To Be A Modern Day Nun 8 New Animation-Inspired Art Show Will Make You Yearn For Saturday Morning Cartoons 0 Go to Arts You Might Also Like Books Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Religion Alberta 20 Puppies Found Abandoned In Field 6 Anti-Abortion Postcard Targets Tory MP.. Again 26 Mystery 'GPO Girl' Turns Up In Calgary 3 Major Saskatchewan Train Derailment 2 Dozens Of Dead Cats Found, Another 62 Euthanized 0 Go to Alberta More in Alberta Alberta Politics Alberta Business Alison Redford Calgary Edmonton British Columbia B.C. Teen Killed By Train Was Wearing Headphones, Texting: RCMP 13 Anthem Singer's Fall Is Lesson In Showmanship 3 Pastafarian Loses B.C. Driver's Licence Over Holy Colander 0 Elderly Asian Women Attacked In Vancouver 0 Lawyers Of Convicted Surrey Six Gangsters Want Mistrial 3 Go to British Columbia More in British Columbia B.C. Politics B.C. Business Christy Clark Vancouver All Sections News Canada Politics Canada Business US Politics US Business World Media Sports Education Crime Weird News Good News Daily Finance Entertainment Entertainment Music TV Celebrity Comedy Arts Books Moviefone Life & Style Living Style Home Healthy Living Taste Weddings Travel Parents Divorce HuffPost 50 Marlo Thomas OWN Tech & Science Tech Science Green Techcrunch Engadget TUAW Joystiq Voices Impact Women Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Religion College Teen Local Quebec (French) Calgary Montreal Ottawa Toronto Vancouver Winnipeg Mapquest Patch.com Our Mobile Apps: iPhone iPad HuffPost Live iPad Android Phone Android Tablet British Columbia B.C. Politics B.C. Business Christy Clark Vancouver Anthem Singer's Fall Is Lesson In Showmanship 2014-10-05 23:32:54 Pastafarian Loses B.C. Driver's Licence Over Holy Colander 2014-10-06 20:10:58 B.C. Teen Killed By Train Was Wearing Headphones, Texting: RCMP 2014-10-07 02:49:46 45 Signs You're A Vancouver Canucks Fan 2014-10-04 00:27:49 Elderly Asian Women Attacked In Vancouver 2014-10-06 17:25:49 When It Comes to Jumbo Glacier Resort, All Questions Lead Back To Powerful Minister 2014-10-06 15:46:02 Aldergrove School Playground Condemned 2014-10-06 17:50:31 Vancouver Mom Who Killed Her 2 Babies Sentenced 2014-10-07 13:46:41 LOOK: Stunning Scenes By B.C.'s October Photographer 2014-10-03 14:22:55 This Derelict Van 'Home' Costs $550/Month To Rent In B.C. 2014-10-03 16:05:46 Officer Admits Abusing Authority While Shoving Woman 2014-10-06 18:41:58 Recognize This Photo? Here's The Story Behind It 2014-10-03 16:58:41 Premier Denies Downplaying B.C. LNG Expectations 2014-10-06 20:57:52 Lawyers Of Convicted Surrey Six Gangsters Want Mistrial 2014-10-06 18:59:52 LOOK: Old Vancouver Bank's New Life 2014-10-03 17:52:32 Previous Story Next Story B.C. Teachers Vote On Bittersweet Contract Deal With Province CP  | By Dene Moore, The Canadian Press Posted: 09/18/2014 4:00 am EDT Updated: 09/18/2014 7:59 pm EDT Share Tweet Email Comment tumblr reddit VANCOUVER - The mood was bittersweet Thursday as British Columbia teachers cast ballots on a tentative contract deal that could bring down picket lines and put them back in the classroom. The dispute dragged out for months, putting an early end to the last school year and delaying the start of the new one, but as details of the agreement emerged in meetings held across the province, many teachers felt there were few wins. "I don't like this agreement," Robin Holburn, a music teacher at Prince of Wales Secondary in Vancouver, said following a packed meeting of Vancouver teachers at the Queen Elizabeth Theatre. "Our negotiating team did the very best it could, I believe ... but this is not a good deal for B.C. students and it's not a good deal for B.C. teachers." While receiving applause from thousands of teachers, the panel of B.C. Teachers' Federation negotiators bluntly admitted that some provisions of the deal were "not nearly enough." Most importantly, class size and composition — the issue at the centre of a 12-year dispute between teachers and the provincial government — remain the same. The provincial government has lost two B.C. Supreme Court cases over its 2002 decision to unilaterally remove class size and composition from the collective agreement. The government is appealing and a hearing is scheduled next month. The Liberal government saved $3 billion over the years with that illegal action, Holburn said, and the fund to deal with grievances from that decision is not enough. "They want to pay that off with $105 million. Three cents on the dollar," he said. Study sessions were held across the province for federation members to learn more about the proposed six-year deal. In Vancouver, teachers were told the meeting was not the proper venue for their personal anger. There remained as many questions as there were answers as teachers tried to find out things like whether they will make up lost time from the strike and whether per-student funding improved. Neither federation president Jim Iker nor Education Minister Peter Fassbender, both of whom became visibly more exhausted as the dispute wore on, made public appearances as teachers voted. They were expected to comment when results were in soon after the polls closed at 8 p.m. local time. Posters were taped up on walls and telephone poles along the streets around the Queen Elizabeth Theatre imploring the 4,300 teachers in Vancouver to vote against the deal. "I'd rather work-to-rule than sign a contract with the devil," said one homemade sign. "Vote No with a clear conscience and wipe that smirk off Christy's face." The teachers' last contract expired in June 2013. The six-year deal includes a 7.25 per cent salary increase, improvements in extended health benefits and the teaching-on-call rates, as well as a $400-million education fund to hire specialist teachers. If the agreement is ratified, teachers will return to the classrooms on Friday to prepare for the start of the new school year. Individual school boards will decide whether classes begin on Monday or Tuesday — three weeks behind schedule. Ebru Montagano, a Grade 4-5 teacher at Bayview Elementary School in Vancouver, said she believes the vote will be close but it will be yes. "It's not perfect, but it's good enough for now," she said. That sentiment was echoed again and again. "I'm just hoping we can go back to work," said Teresa Brown. "I think it's the best we're going to get." Close  B.C. Teachers' Strike 2014 of   Coquitlam teachers get information before voting on a contract deal with the province on Sept. 18, 2014. Coquitlam teachers gather to vote on the contract deal with the province on Sept. 18, 2014. Teachers celebrate news of a tentative deal in their contract dispute with the province on Sept. 16, 2014. Jim Iker, president of the B.C. Teachers' Federation, recommended members ratify the tentative deal at a news conference in Vancouver on Sept. 16, 2014. Premier Christy Clark beamed and patted Education Minister Peter Fassbender on the back as she thanked students and parents for their patience at a news conference on Sept. 16, 2014. A teacher holds a sign referring to mediator Vince Ready. Teachers in Kelowna were all smiles on Sept. 16, 2014 as they welcomed news a tentative deal was reached between their union and the province. The bargaining team and table officers of the B.C. Teachers' Federation at the Delta Hotel where a tentative deal was reached on Sept. 16, 2014. Parents rallied and marched in downtown Vancouver on Sept. 14, 2014 to support striking public teachers. Striking teachers bundle up in Fort Nelson on Sept. 12, 2014. Click here for full coverage of the contract dispute. A rally in Kamloops on Sept. 8, 2014. Executives of the B.C. Teachers' Federation thank other unions for their support. A rally in Abbotsford on Sept. 5, 2014. Hundreds rallied at Vancouver's Canada Place on Sept. 5, 2014. McGee Secondary School classrooms in Vancouver sit empty on Sept. 5, 2014 during what was supposed to be the first week of school. A reporter tries to ask a question as B.C. Premier Christy Clark and Education Minister Peter Fassbender talk about the ongoing teachers' dispute at a news conference in Vancouver on Sept. 3, 2014. B.C. Premier Christy Clark and Education Minister Peter Fassbender leave a news conference after talking about the ongoing teachers' dispute in Vancouver on Sept.3, 2014. B.C students who are missing public school because of the teachers' strike rallied in front of the Vancouver Art Gallery on Sept. 2, 2014 against the job action. Emma Jackson, 14, entering Grade 10 at Windermere Secondary School, holds a sign with purposely misspelled words. Cleo Petric-Neighbour, left, and her friend Milan Gill, both six years old and entering Grade 1 at Lord Roberts Elementary School hold signs at the Vancouver rally. Ray Stewart, a teacher from Keating Elementary Saanich School district, joins parents, teachers and politicians rallying for B.C. education dubbed "Christy's Class" during a teach-in on the B.C. Legislature lawn in Victoria, B.C., Sept. 2, 2014 during what should be the first day of classes across the province. Kids draw chalk outlines as they join with their parents, teachers and politicians rally on the B.C. Legislature lawn in Victoria, B.C., September 2, 2014 during what should be the first day of classes across the province. Teachers walk the picket line outside the Britannia Secondary and Elementary Schools in Vancouver on Tuesday, Sept. 2, 2014. Teachers man the picket line outside the Britannia Secondary and Elementary Schools in Vancouver, B.C. Tuesday, Sept. 2, 2014. B.C. Teachers' Federation (BCTF) President Jim Iker speaks to the media regarding the ongoing teachers strike outside the Britannia Secondary and Elementary Schools in Vancouver on Tuesday, Sept. 2, 2014. Terri Scott, a sub-local president in Stewart, B.C., gets an unexpected picket line visitor on Aug. 29, 2014. B.C. Education Minister Peter Fassbender speaks about the teachers' strike and confirms classes at public school will not begin as scheduled, during a news conference in Vancouver, B.C., on Sunday Aug. 31, 2014. Mediator Vince Ready arrives at exploratory talks in the B.C. teachers' dispute on Aug. 28, 2014. After two days, he walked away from the meetings, saying the two sides were still too far apart for mediation to begin. B.C. Teachers' Federation president Jim Iker listens to a reporter's question in Victoria, B.C. on Aug. 27, 2014 after a meeting with all sides in the teachers' contract dispute at the legislature in Victoria. Education Minister Peter Fassbender speaks to media in Victoria, B.C., Aug. 27, 2014. A face-to-face meeting between all sides in the strike by public school teachers was held at the legislature in Victoria. Click here for full coverage of the contract dispute. B.C. senior government negotiator Peter Cameron speaks to media in Victoria, B.C. on Aug. 27, 2014 after a meeting with all sides in the teachers' contract dispute at the legislature in Victoria. Teachers rally in Kamloops where their union was holding its summer meeting on Aug. 24, 2014. Teachers gather in Campbell River on Aug. 8, 2014. Pickets have been held every Wednesday in Vernon. The Creston Valley Teachers' Association have been picketing in August. Saanich teachers were out raising support for their cause in early August. Rally in Vanderhoof. Rally in Vanderhoof. Rally in Vanderhoof. Teachers hold signs in Fort Nelson. A picket line in Kamloops-Thompson on Aug. 7, 2014. Teachers picket in front of Conrad Elementary School in Prince Rupert on Aug. 5, 2014. Teachers picket in Creston, B.C. on July 29, 2014. Gwen Floyd, centre, and her sons Quinlan Floyd, 5, dressed as Batman and Aidan Floyd, 9, dressed as a police officer, walk the picket line with teachers Brigitte Boily, left, Matthew McBride and Olivier Salvas, far right, outside L'Ecole Bilingue Elementary School on the first day of a full-scale walkout by B.C. public school teachers in Vancouver on June 17, 2014. Dressed as a police officer Aidan Floyd, 9, left, and his brother Quinlan Floyd, 5, dressed as Batman, walk with striking teachers and their mom, Gwen Floyd outside L'Ecole Bilingue Elementary School on the first day of a full-scale walkout by B.C. public school teachers in Vancouver on June 17, 2014. From left to right, Caroline Lichimo, a Grade 1 teacher, Lyse Cote, a teacher librarian, and Ginaya Peters, who teaches French immersion to special needs students, talk while sitting on the picket line outside Lord Tennyson Elementary School on the first day of a full-scale walkout by B.C. public school teachers in Vancouver on June 17, 2014. B.C. Education Minister Peter Fassbender walks to meet reporters in Vancouver on the first day of a full-scale walkout by B.C. public school teachers. B.C. Education Minister Peter Fassbender speaks about the status of bargaining with the teachers' union on June 17, 2014. Hundreds of B.C. teachers, parents and other union supporters rallied on the lawn of the B.C. legislature on June 16, 2014 in Victoria to protest against Premier Christy Clark and the government's latest contract offer. Click here for stories on the contract dispute. B.C. Teachers' Federation head Jim Iker speaks to media on the first day of the union's full-scale walkout on June 17, 2014. Teachers walk the picket line in Fort Nelson, B.C. on the first day of the full-scale strike on June 17, 2014. Teachers walk the picket line in Fort Nelson, B.C. on June 17, 2014. Teachers walk the picket line in Burnaby, B.C. on June 17, 2014. Teachers walk the picket line in Burnaby, B.C. on June 17, 2014. A rally in support of the BCTF was held in Victoria on June 16. A rally in support of the BCTF was held in Victoria on June 16. Hundreds of teachers rally at Bill Copeland Arena in Burnaby on June 16, 2014. Hundreds of teachers rally in Burnaby on June 16, 2014. Hundreds of teachers rally in Burnaby on June 16, 2014. Hundreds of teachers rally in Burnaby on June 16, 2014. Hundreds of teachers rally in Burnaby on June 16, 2014. Hundreds of teachers rally in Burnaby on June 16, 2014. Hundreds of teachers rally in Burnaby on June 16, 2014. Students use protest signs referencing the "Harry Potter" franchise and B.C. Education Minister Peter Fassbender. A crowd rallies in front of the Vancouver office of the B.C. Public School Employers' Association on June 10, 2014. A crowd rallies in front of the Vancouver office of the B.C. Public School Employers' Association on June 10, 2014. A crowd rallies in front of the Vancouver office of the B.C. Public School Employers' Association on June 10, 2014. A crowd rallies in front of the Vancouver office of the B.C. Public School Employers' Association on June 10, 2014. A crowd rallies in front of the Vancouver office of the B.C. Public School Employers' Association on June 10, 2014. A crowd rallies in front of the Vancouver office of the B.C. Public School Employers' Association on June 10, 2014. A crowd rallies in front of the Vancouver office of the B.C. Public School Employers' Association on June 10, 2014. NDP MLA Adrian Dix addresses the crowd at a rally in front of the Vancouver office of the B.C. Public School Employers' Association on June 10, 2014. A record turnout of teachers voted on escalating job action to a full-scale strike on June 9/10, 2014. A record turnout of teachers voted on escalating job action to a full-scale strike on June 9/10, 2014. A crowd rallies in Victoria on June 10, 2014. Teachers in Vancouver eat their lunch on the street because they're locked out during their midday break. Hundreds attend a rally in Surrey, B.C. on June 7, 2014 to support teachers in their contract dispute with the province. Hundreds attend a rally in Surrey, B.C. on June 7, 2014 to support teachers in their contract dispute with the province. Hundreds attend a rally in Surrey, B.C. on June 7, 2014 to support teachers in their contract dispute with the province. Hundreds attend a rally in Surrey, B.C. on June 7, 2014 to support teachers in their contract dispute with the province. Hundreds attend a rally in Surrey, B.C. on June 7, 2014 to support teachers in their contract dispute with the province. Hundreds attend a rally in Surrey, B.C. on June 7, 2014 to support teachers in their contract dispute with the province. Hundreds attend a rally in Surrey, B.C. on June 7, 2014 to support teachers in their contract dispute with the province. Hundreds attend a rally in Surrey, B.C. on June 7, 2014 to support teachers in their contract dispute with the province. Hundreds attend a rally in Surrey, B.C. on June 7, 2014 to support teachers in their contract dispute with the province. Hundreds attend a rally in Surrey, B.C. on June 7, 2014 to support teachers in their contract dispute with the province. Parents support teachers on the picket line in Summerland on June 6, 2014. Teachers take a stand in Pemberton on June 6, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Students show their support for B.C. teachers on the steps of the Vancouver Art Gallery. Students at John Oliver Secondary School in Vancouver walked out of class on June 4, 2014 to protest being put in the middle of the contract dispute between teachers and the province. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Students at John Oliver Secondary School in Vancouver walked out of class on June 4, 2014 to protest being put in the middle of the contract dispute between teachers and the province. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Students in Campbell River walked out of class on June 4, 2014 to protest being put in the middle of the contract dispute between teachers and the province. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers rally in Comox, B.C. on June 3, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Members from the BCTF francophonie local picket outside Ecole Au Coeur De L'ile in Comox. Members of the B.C. Federation of Labour and Canadian Labour Congress gather to support teachers outside Cambie Secondary School in Richmond, B.C. on June 2, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Members of CUPE join teachers on the picket line at Mitchell Elementary in Richmond, B.C. on June 2, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Union leaders speak to media on June 2, 2014 in Richmond, B.C. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers picket in West Kelowna on June 2, 2014. B.C. Teachers' Federal president Jim Iker speaks to teachers outside Princess Margaret School in Surrey on May 29, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Striking outside the Invergarry Adult Education Centre in Surrey, B.C. on May 29, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. B.C. Teachers' Federal president Jim Iker speaks to teachers outside Invergarry Adult Education Centre in Surrey on May 29, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers wave to supporters outside Valleyview Secondary School in Kamloops on May 28, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers picket in Kamloops on May 28, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. A student shows support for teachers in Kamloops on May 28, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. A teacher pickets on horseback in 150 Mile House on May 27, 2014. A sign posted on a classroom door at Vancouver Technical Secondary School. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers rally during rush hour in Kelowna on May 27, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Kelowna teachers wore pink and rallied from the city's overpasses on May 27, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. A sign of support for B.C. teachers from a house in Kelowna. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers in Richmond pass time on the 3:30 a.m. shift on the picket line on May 27, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Students and parents left a message for teachers in Richmond on May 27, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. On the picket line with an effigy of B.C. Premier Christy Clark at Kitsilano Secondary School on May 26, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. A student from City School speaks to a teacher on the picket line in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. On the picket line at Kitsilano Secondary School on May 26, 2014. Click here for more on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. A teacher on strike at Britannia Secondary School in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Click here for more on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers stand under the sign for Templeton High School in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Click here for more on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers on strike speak to a supporter outside Templeton Secondary School in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Ryan Tanabe, left, a teacher, and his father Rod Tanabe, a counsellor teacher at Killarney Secondary School, walk the picket line outside the school in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Click here for more on the B.C. teachers contract dispute. Teachers in the central Okanagan were part of rotating strikes on May 27, 2014. These are educators from Constable Neil Bruce Middle School in West Kelowna. Supporters of B.C. teachers rally in the Sooke School District. Surrey teachers pose with their growing pile of marking during the first day of rotating strikes. Teachers picket in New Westminster on May 26, the first day of rotating strikes in a contract dispute with the province. Grade 12 Eric Hamber Secondary student Sarah Bercic wears a T-shirt supporting B.C. teachers. Teachers picket in Penticton on May 26, the first day of rotating strikes in a contract dispute with the province. Anya Prokopeva, 8, a Grade 3 student in New Westminister, and her mom Julie Prokopeva, right, a member of the support staff at Killarney Secondary School, pass by striking teachers as they leave after walking the picket line outside the school in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Anya Prokopeva, 8, a Grade 3 student in New Westminister, uses a strike sign for shade rests as her mom Julie Prokopeva, a member of the support staff at Killarney Secondary School, walks a picket line outside the school in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. One of the earliest picket lines on the first day of the teachers' walkout was in Golden, B.C., which is in the Mountain time zone. Jim Iker, president of the B.C. Teachers' Federation, speaks to reporters on May 26, the first day of rotating strikes, at Vancouver's Charles Dickens Elementary. Jim Iker, president of the B.C. Teachers' Federation, speaks to reporters on May 26, the first day of rotating strikes, at Vancouver's Charles Dickens Elementary. Jim Iker, president of the B.C. Teachers' Federation, speaks to reporters on May 26, the first day of rotating strikes, at Vancouver's Charles Dickens Elementary. Striking teachers man a picket line outside Killarney Secondary School in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Public school teachers across British Columbia started rotating strikes Monday, a move that will put more than half a million students out of class for one day each this week. B.C. NDP Leader John Horgan poses with teachers in the Sooke School District. A rally in Coquitlam on May 25. Premier Christy Clark's face is seen on anti-bullying T-shirts at a rally in Coquitlam. Surrey teachers at Johnston Heights Secondary rally on May 23, 2014.  Share  Tweet  ✖ Advertisement Share this ✖ close Current Slide Also on HuffPost: More: Bc Teachers Strike Update BC Politics Bc School Strike 2014 BC Teachers Strike BC Teachers Teacher Strike Bc Video Bc Teacher Strike Cp B.C. Teachers Strike 2014 Bc Education Bc Teacher Strike 2014 Bc Teachers Vote Results Teachers Strike Bc 2014 Bc Teachers Strike Vote Bc Teachers Vote Teachers Strike BC Suggest a correction   Click here to view Conversations Conversations Most Popular B.C. Teen Killed By Train Was Wearing Headphones, Texting: RCMP Facebook Anthem Singer's Fall Is Lesson In Showmanship YouTube Pastafarian Loses B.C. Driver's Licence Over Holy Colander YouTube LOOK: Stunning Scenes By B.C.'s October Photographer David Chang Photography Elderly Asian Women Attacked In Vancouver Nastco via Getty Images Lawyers Of Convicted Surrey Six Gangsters Want Mistrial Darryl Dyck/CP LOOK: Old Vancouver Bank's New Life Jason Statler When It Comes to Jumbo Glacier Resort, All Questions Lead Back To Powerful Minister Caillum Smith | Flickr Vancouver Mom Who Killed Her 2 Babies Sentenced CityTV YouTube Aldergrove School Playground Condemned North Otter Elementary Facebook This Derelict Van 'Home' Costs $550/Month To Rent In B.C. Bill Everitt Petronas Threatens To Delay B.C. LNG Project By A Decade MyLoupe/UIG via Getty Images 45 Signs You're A Vancouver Canucks Fan Getty Images Intruder Dies After Being Caught By Homeowner, Neighbour Shutterstock / sculpies Recognize This Photo? Here's The Story Behind It Claude P. Dettloff/CP/National Archives of Canada Stanley Park Pedestrian Dies After Crash With Cyclist Getty Premier Denies Downplaying B.C. LNG Expectations Jonathan Hayward/CP Vancouver Is The Reason Alyssa Milano Quit TV Show Paul Archuleta via Getty Images City Of Vancouver Taking Arbutus Corridor Fight To Court Darryl Dyck/The Canadian Press Vancouver Mayor Focuses On Pipelines For Re-Election Campaign Vision Vancouver Facebook FOLLOW HUFFPOST Email Email Address Options HuffPost Daily Brief British Columbia Get top stories and blog posts emailed to me each day.. Facebook HuffPost British Columbia Twitter HuffPost Follow British Columbia Follow Google Plus HuffPost British Columbia RSS The Huffington Post British Columbia All RSS / Feeds Phone Available on the App Store Android App on Google Play Get it at Blackberry App World Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search advertise log in make HuffPost your home page RSS careers FAQ user agreement privacy policy comment policy about us about our ads contact us Copyright ©2014 TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. "The Huffington Post" is a registered trademark of TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. All rights reserved. Part of HPMG News Use this form to alert a HuffPost editor about a factual or typographical error in this story. Notify message * Required * * * What kind of error is this? Choose an option Factual or typographical Comment moderation problem Rights and permissions Other * What is the correction? 0 count Describe the error here (1,000 character limit) * Type the words below so we know you are not a cyborg Sign me up for The Huffington Post's Daily Brief Thank you!)
(20140930,eepsa.org,http://eepsa.org/news/,News | EEPSA | Environmental Educators Provincial Specialist Association EEPSA Environmental Educators Provincial Specialist Association Menu Skip to content Home News Membership Events/Conferences Resources Environmental Learning and Experience Guide Links to EE resources Contact Us Solstice Gathering for Sustainability Educators and Leaders When: Thursday, June 26 at 6:00pm Where: Craft Beer Market, 85 W. 1st Ave, Vancouver, BC Why: To celebrate hard work, collaboration and summer! Please join us for an informal gathering to celebrate our collaborative successes this school year and an opportunity to network with local community partners in sustainability & place-based education. A selection of local appetizers will be provided. Co-Hosted by: Environmental Educators’ Provincial Specialist Association (EEPSA) Metro Vancouver Education Walking the Talk Network for Sustainability Education WildBC   This entry was posted in Uncategorized on June 25, 2014 by Dallas Plensky. EEPSA makes new friends at the National EE Leadership Conference in the Kootenays! Teams came from across British Columbia and beyond to team build, network and action plan at the National Environmental Education Leadership Clinic in the spectacular setting of Nipika Mountain Resort. Nestled among the beautiful Rocky Mountains and adjacent to Kootenay National Park (a UNESCO World Heritage Site), Nipika prides itself as being a true eco-resort — all electricity is generated utilizing green technologies and the cabins are energy self-sufficient. Visit their site for more information. Team BC, representing a handful of organizations (EEPSA, WildBC, the Leadership Adventure Ecology Program (LEAP, SD47), Walking the Talk, Green Learning Canada, and Robertson & Associates), dug in and got down to business looking for ways to more efficiently and effectively collaborate, working with synergies to strengthen efforts and move forward as a cohesive movement in the field of environmental education. Specifically, Team BC identified the need to: create a strategic plan to influence and respond to curriculum transformation and other policy trends in BC, revitalize and strengthen its networks (including partnerships and events), link EEPSA more fully with a wider range of provincial audiences, partners, and activities, and develop a framework of possible paths to financial sustainability of EE efforts in BC. It wasn’t easy but with the with help from friends, some longtime colleagues, others newly formed – and with the backdrop of the spectacular mountains spurring us on, some great headway was made! EEPSA is happy to report that these goals were fully explored, a plan of action has been set in motion, and we’re looking forward to sharing the details of this work at our upcoming AGM, held at the Surrey Nature Centre this Saturday May 24th from 10:30am – 2:30pm. Team BC would like to thank the Columbia Basin Environmental Education Network (CBEEN) and the Canadian Network for Environmental Education and Communication (EECOM) for hosting such an amazing event. There was a great mix of work, outdoor play, and meeting new friends! It is always particularly rejuvenating to meet committed individuals and dedicated educators who are forging ahead despite the many challenges experienced along way. By sharing experiences and working together we continue to motivate and inspire each other, invigorating the important work that we do! A big thank you to all participants in the 2014 National Environmental Educators Leadership Clinic for your hard work, dedication, and good belly laughs! Carry on!       This entry was posted in Uncategorized on April 30, 2014 by Kerri Lanaway. EEPSA’s Spring 2014 AGM at Surrey’s Nature Centre! Happy spring to one and all!  Longer days, birdsong, and the scent of cottonwood buds means that it is time for EEPSA’s Annual General Meeting.  Add your voice to the mix as we review the good work of our last year, set priorities for the upcoming year, amend our constitution, and elect this year’s executive.  All are welcome! This year we will gather at Surrey’s Nature Centre (http://www.surrey.ca/culture-recreation/2311.aspx) at 14225 Green Timbers Way in Surrey on Saturday May 24th from 10:30 – 2:30.  Find us in the Forest Room! Lunch will be provided.  Afterwards, please join us for an introduction tour of the Nature Centre’s beautiful space, and learn about the programs and teacher workshops offered. Consider this for a possible field trip destination for your class! Please let us know if you have any agenda items for consideration, or if you would be interested in volunteering this year for the executive.  Roles and responsibilities can be found at our website at http://www.eepsa.org/contact/. We look forward to seeing you there! This entry was posted in Uncategorized on April 2, 2014 by Kerri Lanaway. Pro-D Opportunity: Actively Engaged Conference The Actively Engaged Conference is being held on May 9th at the Hills Guest Ranch, 108 Mile Ranch, BC and offers many exciting professional development opportunities to choose from. Workshops include Social Emotional Learning, Walking Wednesdays, Action Schools! BC, Active Fun, Exploring Local Environments and, Health and Nutrition. Click on the poster below to see more information. This entry was posted in Uncategorized on March 31, 2014 by Vanessa Norris. Thoughts on the new K-9 Curriculum EEPSA has provided feedback to the BCTF regarding the redesign and first drafts of the K-9 curriculum. Teachers have been asked to visit the ministry site to provide their feedback. What do we think? Below are some complied thoughts from the EEPSA executive, members and our expanded network of environmental educators. First of all, teachers are encouraged by the emphasis on a placed-based approach and connection to First Nations. Also welcome is the idea behind the new Core Competencies and Big Ideas, which are meant to give greater autonomy to teachers. They got it right in the Science Overview, and Goals and Rationale (at https//curriculum.gov.bc.ca), which show the meaning and intended goals for the proposed changes. The Rationale speaks to developing citizens with a caring and responsible disposition, and an understanding of the social, ethical, and environmental dimensions of issues. However… A major problem with the Core Competencies and Big Ideas as seen throughout the draft, is that it is not evident how the goals set out in the Science Overview are to be achieved. The grade specific draft curriculum lacks alignment to these over-arching goals. Opportunities for place-based education and ecological learning are lost, while some of the core competencies and content are placed at inappropriate age levels. Specifically, there lacks an inclusion of ecological literacy throughout the grades. The exclusion of ecology from certain grades, and de-emphasis on environmental and biological sciences, results in a lack of direction or way forward for teachers hoping to achieve the over-arching goals set out in the overview. A clear and explicit continuum of big ideas and content standards focused on ecology would better serve teachers and learners. Ecology provides learning foundations for the expression and enactment of personal and social responsibility in place-based, community-connected ways.  In the current draft, the ecology progression effectively ends in Grade 3 with the study of interdependence/ interconnection. Classification and adaptations in Grade 1 are at a basic level and need to be revisited in later grades (previously done in Grade 6). These inquiries need to be followed up in Grades 4-7 when students can think more deeply and conceptually. The current draft does not allow for this.  Complexity and systems thinking need to be addressed more fully through a focus on ecology. A complexity/systems continuum should include age-appropriate, focused inquiry into such key concepts as habitat and communities in late primary, ecological principles in intermediate and ecosystems in upper intermediate. A focus on the theory of evolution in Grade 7 to frame biodiversity is limiting; biodiversity needs a much fuller treatment at multiple grade levels. Ecosystem-level inquiries are strongly recommended at the Grade 7 level to explore biodiversity (among other big ideas).  Some key scientific concepts regarding environmental issues, if not omitted completely, have been shifted to inappropriate grade levels. For example, the study of weather, previously covered in Grades 4 or 5, is now seen in Kindergarten. Again, we see lost opportunities to provide students with real life examples of instrumentation and “the observable application of basic physics and chemistry” (Andrew Weaver), bringing science alive and making it relevant. The Grade 8 curriculum draft lacks any detailed reference to ecology in the big ideas or core concepts and content. Biology and Earth/Space science core concepts have been greatly diminished, and replaced with a much larger focus on physics (kinetic molecular theory, atomic theory, wave model and optics). This again, reduces opportunities for place-based learning and student relevancy. The Water Systems Unit within the current Science 8 curriculum appears to also be omitted. This unit provides a cohesive way to connect with place, sustainability, local first Nations and global considerations. Removing Water Systems from the curriculum represents lost opportunities for effective place-based approaches such as connecting students with to local fish hatcheries, walking from stream to sea within their local ecosystem to examine how waterways shape our community, and looking at how we can sustainably manage our use of this valuable resource for the future. Sustainability as a big idea is critically needed as a frame for learners to think, communicate and act responsibly re. the social, ethical, and environmental dimensions of issues. Inquiries in Science are fundamental to exploring and understanding sustainability. Links to (and content from) the Environmental Learning and Experience curriculum framework recommended. If there are other specific examples that you feel should be included, please share with us! We’d love to hear what EEPSA friends and members have to say about these first drafts. Contact any of the executive members via email (see contacts page) or visit our facebook page to share your ideas at https://www.facebook.com/eepsa.bc  A big THANKS goes out to the EEPSA members who provided their thoughtful feedback and to our larger network of environmental educators (Catherine McEwen, Andrew Weaver) for sharing their well-articulated letters of concern to Minister Fassbender, excerpts of which can be seen above. “Life is made possible by the intricate interconnections within the natural world, both living and non-living. Among the many things that the present state of the world teaches us, it is the interconnectedness of all, and our interdependency on functioning ecosystems. The curriculum needs to include a broad foundation in ecology”  - Catherine McEwan This entry was posted in Uncategorized on February 9, 2014 by Vanessa Norris. EECOM & CBEEN Leadership Clinic in the Kootenays CBEEN is pleased to partner with the Canadian Network for Environmental Education and Communication (EECOM) to host a National Environmental Education Leadership Clinic in the Kootenays!  Taking place from April 26-29 at Nipika Mountain Resort adjacent to Kootenay National Park, teams will have the opportunity to team-build, action-plan and network with teams from across the Basin & beyond! Teams of four can apply for one of eight spots at this Clinic.  Teams made up of representatives from more than one organization are encouraged to apply.  Projects that are regional in scope are also encouraged. Applications are available at http://www.cbeen.org/leadership_clinic and must be emailed to info@cbeen.org by Feb. 21.  This entry was posted in Uncategorized on February 9, 2014 by Vanessa Norris. Winter Solstice Celebration & Social Walking the Talk for Green Schools - A Winter Solstice Celebration & Social   When?      Thursday December 19, 2013 – 6:00 pm to 9:00 pm Where?      Science World TELUS World of Science, 1455 Quebec Street Vancouver, BC This event will feature…  Opportunities to network with local community partners in environment & sustainability education A celebration and exchange of local school sustainability success stories A selection of Hors d’oeuvres and beverages Space is limited, please RSVP.   Register Online at:  http://www.metrovancouver.org/region/teachers/Pages/WinterSolsticeCelebration.aspx This is co-hosted by: The BC Walking the Talk Network supporters, including; EEPSA, IEL, Wild BC, HCTF, Science World, VSB, Metro Vancouver and more.       This entry was posted in Uncategorized on December 10, 2013 by Vanessa Norris. Workshop Program for Fri. Oct 25th Pro-D Day Now Available! The Environmental Educators Provincial Specialists Association (EEPSA), The Outdoor Council of Canada (OCC), Metro Vancouver (School Programs) and The Stanley Park Ecology Society Present  “The Places We Go”: A sharing session on outdoor education programs, clubs, and, curricular linked courses in BC. Date: Friday October 25th, 2013. 9am-3pm Location: Stanley Park Ecology Society (SPES) in Stanley Park Cost: $ 50.00 including lunch and EEPSA membership benefits *OCC members may opt for lunch and conference only at rate of $ 30.00 Workshop Overview 9- 10 am- Keynote Speaker Dr. Sean Blenkinsop from Simon Fraser University will open the session with an exploration of the terminology that links outdoor, environment, place based, experiential, community and ecological education bringing to light the relationships that exist between them and how such pedagogy can benefit students. Dress to go outside!  (A brief bio on Sean’s background and research interests is available at http://www.sfu.ca/dialogue/about-us/faculty-and-staff.html#Blenkinsop) 10-10:15 am- Coffee Break  Please remember to bring your own mug! 10:15-11:45 am- Breakout Sessions: explore current offerings in the region. Stream 1- Community Integrated Programs Presenters may include: Metro Vancouver Parks, Stanley Park Ecology Society, Charles Tupper Fresh Air Science, Burnaby Mountain Secondary Outdoor  & Environmental Education, and, Claremont Secondary. Stream 2- Outdoor Programs & Curriculum Linked Outdoor Classrooms Presenters may include: TREK, COAST, Outdoor 45, and, Maple Ridge Environmental School. 11:45-12:45 pm Lunch Looking for some new outdoor games to add to your toolbox? Please dress for the weather, be prepared to go outside and to have some fun. 12:45-1:00 pm Outdoor Council of Canada Presentation 1:00 – 3:00 pm World Café Discussion Groups A chance to share and explore are variety of topics in small groups such as Risk Management, Starting a Program  & Resources, Presenting a Balanced Perspective in Environmental Ed. & Curriculum Ideas and Outdoor Lessons. Register Online-   http://www.metrovancouver.org/region/teachers/workshops/Pages/PlacesWeGoRegistration.aspx Workshop Program PDF for Download- EEPSA-OOC-Prov.Pro-D Day Final Overview This entry was posted in Uncategorized on September 19, 2013 by Vanessa Norris. Outdoor Programs & Clubs- Pro-D Conference 2013 Friday, October 25 9am-3pm Stanley Park Ecology Society, Stanley Park, Vancouver EEPSA and OCC (Outdoor Council of Canada) are co-hosting a fall conference on Outdoor Education Programs and Clubs. Attend a sharing session to hear what kind of outdoor education is happening around the region, from curriculum-linked experiential courses to extra-curricular clubs. What is being taught outdoors, where are teachers taking students, what are the best practices in the field, and what are the challenges? Meet with other teachers from the Outdoor Educators of Canada BC chapter. Full conference schedule and registration information coming September 16th. This entry was posted in Uncategorized on September 8, 2013 by Vanessa Norris. EECOM 2013 Conference June 26-30th The Canadian Network for Environmental Education and Communication (EECOM) is celebrating 20 years! Keynote speakers at this year’s conference include : Guy Dauncey, Jim Hoggan, Elin Kelsey, Jennifer Good, Robert Bateman and Bob McDonald. The event starts with a teacher appreciation evening June 26th and then continues from June 27-30th in Victoria & at the University of Victoria. Hope to see you there! http://www.eecom.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=189&Itemid=186&lang=en This entry was posted in Uncategorized on June 27, 2013 by Vanessa Norris. Post navigation ← Older posts Membership Benefits Join BC’s hub of environmental educators Green Teacher subscription (4x annually) Regular Pro-D Events Connected network of educators Annual Conference Search for: Proudly powered by WordPress)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2013/04/wifi-in-schools.html?showComment=1365486216401,Staffroom Confidential: Wifi in schools Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Monday, April 8, 2013 Wifi in schools Should schools be installing wifi to enable the use of wireless devices? My answer is no, but this is a hot topic with a lot to think about. Recently the BC Teachers Federation contemplated some motions at their annual general meeting on this subject. This follows motions passed by the BC parent group, BCCPAC, which calls for at least one wifi free school in every district. Another group of parents, in York Region District in Ontario, set up a picket to protest the installation of wifi. The discussion about wifi is about more than just health, although health is at the centre of the debate. Those opposed to the installation of wifi are concerned there are health risks and that our current knowledge of the health implications are incomplete but worrisome enough to act in a precautionary way. First, on the science and health. 1. There are peer reviewed research papers that support the claim of health risks of wifi radiation (even low levels), and there are peer reviewed research papers that dispute the claim. For a listing of papers concerning health and learning implications, see #wifistudy on twitter, for example. 2. The science, and the evaluation of the science, is not conducted in a neutral environment. There are many large corporate interests  promoting the safety of wifi. Some of the research is directly funded by these interests. I probably don't need to convince anyone that CISCO and Apple and SMART Technologies spend money to promote educational technology. But beyond the direct, there is a vast web of indirect influence. Thousands of individuals have a direct personal interest in the use and expansion of technology in schools, and this includes wireless technology. For example, the TIE lab, at the University of Victoria, has as its primary research focus the use of technology in learning environments. The people and students who work at that lab have a pre-determined starting point: that there is value in spending resources to investigate and expand the use of technology in learning. Here is their statement of purpose: The purpose of the TIE lab is to strengthen research excellence regarding the appropriate use of networked and computer‐mediated technologies for enhanced communication, learning, and motivation across educational, professional, and health sectors. The TIE lab provides state‐of‐the‐art Infrastructure for systematically researching optimal e‐learning conditions, tools, processes and products. TIE Lab infrastructure will be used for research purposes only. Research conducted through the TIE Lab will help to maintain Canada’s ranking as a leader in the field of innovation and technology. Evident is that prior to any research taking place, the goal is to "lead" in "innovation and technology". Absent is any questioning about the value of technology in the first place, or what the technology will displace. The BC government has also been instrumental in promoting a vision of education reform based on technology integration and expansion. This vision was first articulated in the Premier's Technology Council paper. It is used to justify the promotion of "edtech" throughout the public education system in BC. This happens in direct and indirect ways. For example, there are several publicly funded institutions who promote edtech. One is BCCAMPUS, which develops technology "solutions" for post-secondary institutions in BC. Here is there statement of purpose: BCcampus is a publicly funded organization that uses information technology to connect the expertise, programs, and resources of all B.C. post-secondary institutions under a collaborative service delivery framework. We provide valued services to institutions, ensuring B.C. learners, educators, and administrators get the best, most effective technologies and services for their learning and teaching needs.  We provide an ICT infrastructure for student data exchange, shared services, online learning and distance education, communities of practice and online resources for educators. Needless to say, they also don't seem to do much to question the value of technology enhancement and integration. It is a given that it is good. In the K-12 world, we have ERAC. Schools and Districts can choose to join ERAC and access their group software purchasing agreements. But they do more than this: ERAC also provides leadership in the areas of new technology and new media and their potential roles in education. We provide educators with research-based trends and also encourage sharing of knowledge and experience within the membership. So public dollars go to ERAC via school Districts to support these edtech initiatives. I am just scratching the surface, but what is clear is that there is a substantial and growing public/private infrastructure that promotes educational technology. And promotes it on the basis that the starting point for consideration is that expansion of technology in schools is valuable. People in these positions cannot evaluate the science in a neutral manner. They have an interest. If they are employed in one of these institutions, or have made a career in the world of edtech, they have a personal interest. 3. There is an "attack" atmosphere towards those who conduct research into the risks of wifi and those who are active to make those risks known to the public. Consider, for example, the experiences of one scientist who described the climate for research in this talk at Harvard: http://www.law.harvard.edu/news/2011/11/18_safra-center-cellphone-radiation-corruption.html#.T9YSzQGDl3c In his lecture, “Protection Against Radiation is in Conflict with Science,” Adlkofer discussed the difficulties he and other scientists face when presenting research on the carcinogenic effects of electromagnetic fields emanating from cell phones. He also discussed the institutional corruption which he says obstructs their research. Even at the low level of twitter feeds, there is a tendency to paint those concerned with the health effects of wifi as unscientific and irrational. 4. There is fairly wide variation in the response of public health officials. In particular, European health agencies have taken a much stricter approach to setting standards and exposure levels. The Toronto Board of Health produced the following comparison chart: 5. Given the factors already listed, we can look back on history and consider how these similar responses impeded a timely reaction against other technologies that had harm to human health, such as asbestos, cigarettes, and lead. There is a pattern of public debate that obfuscates the promotion of public health as the first and most legitimate priority when there are profits to be made. This is just the health discussion. The next consideration, in my view, is to consider what is to be gained from the use of wifi in schools. Interestingly, this debate takes on many of the same hues. The corporate interests in pushing technology cloud the discussion. There is rarely any meaningful talk about what is lost when technology is introduced. And there is sometimes an almost frenzied attachment to a pro-technology viewpoint. No doubt those parents in York Region looked at the issue somewhat differently - probably just based on their lived experience. This year, my own daughter came home one day having completed a note taking assignment on an iPad. She had to share with others (although our District spent $340,000 on Apple products last year, there was not a full class set). She and the other students struggled with the awkward typing interface. No doubt the iPad sat in her lap, and no-one warned her of the potential for radiation exposure that even Apple indicated in the product manual for an iPad, that they should be held away from the body. If there is a health risk, is an experience like this worth it? I laughed earlier this year when someone responded to my tweet about the advantages of outdoor Kindergartens by suggesting that wireless devices were great because they enabled schooling to take place outdoors more easily - just grab your laptop and go. What a statement this is about how we view nature and outdoors - just another place to compute in? Don't get me wrong - there are many wonderful, advantageous aspects to using computers in education. But far too many people are in far too much of a hurry to adopt new technologies without any thoughtful reasons because the atmosphere of the discussion predisposed an outcome - that technological enhancement is inherently of value. The wifi debate is no different. It is obscured by bias, conflict of interest and corporate influence. Given this, I choose precaution. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 9:59 AM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 4 comments: dougsymingtonApril 8, 2013 at 10:43 PM I'm familiar with the "attack" response to anyone brave, or fool enough, to question the health impacts of wireless technologies. "Self-appointed wireless industry attack dogs" are quick to denigrate and dismiss any and all demented enough to question the safety of wireless, especially for youth ReplyDelete Concerned ParentsApril 10, 2013 at 10:22 AM Tech industry tries to brainwash the public that WiFi is the "only" way to "quality education". Their Marketing Depts call wireless devices "SMART" and call classrooms and students "connected" when hooked up with WiFi and individual wireless devices. Connected to who? To electronics but not the teachers and each other. Researcher such as UK's neuroscientist Susan Greenfield (and many more) who are not funded by Ed Tech corporations do not agree with those marketing taglines. In fact, the lack of empathy and reduction in the ability to perceive are among many parameters observed in children and youth with increased electronics and screen time. (Summary here: http://youtu.be/iEc2p8UcFeU) Health is also a pressing concern. Switzerland's leading IT and telecom company, Swisscom, admited 10 years ago in their patent document that WiFi frequency is "genotoxic". http://patentscope.wipo.int/search/en/detail.jsf?docId=WO2004075583&recNum=1&maxRec=&office=&prevFilter=&sortOption=&queryString=&tab=PCTDescription Swisscom provides free fibre-optic wiring to Swiss schools for children. Here in BC, schools are flooded with wireless routers and are stocking up iPads for 21st Century Learning, but little (mostly - no) safety protocol is provided to teachers on how to avoid and reduce radiofrequency exposure from the use of iPads. The manufacturer actually states in their user manual that if the iPads are not "correctly" held, the radiation level will EXCEED governments' exposure limits to humans. Please see these links for further explanation: iPad User Manual's Safety Warning and Disclaimer. Have You Read It? http://www.safeinschool.org/2013/04/ipad-user-manuals-safety-warning-and.html 21st Century Learning: Higher Radiation from iPads on WiFi than Cellphones that are Actively Transmitting http://www.safeinschool.org/2013/03/health-canadas-wifi-myth.html Tara, your assessment of the BC Tech Council is absolutely correct. The provincial government treats Education as a gateway for marketing our BC IT industry. There was no consultation with teachers and parents to ascertain actual padagogical values before $millions was spent on wireless "upgrades". Instead of reading studies funded by Smart Tech, Dell or Cisco, or following tweets and suggestions of people whose jobs or employers are predicated on the expansion of wireless, we recommend the advice from these governmental bodies and doctors' associations who looked at the available science critically and upheld Precaution and Avoidance for the safety of children and teachers. http://www.safeinschool.org/2013/02/medical-advisory-wifi-radiation-and.html Thanks, Tara, for your excellent summary of the state of affairs regarding WiFi in Schools.ReplyDelete richardApril 10, 2013 at 9:50 PM To be clear, Tara: you're arguing that a few folks are the only ones who truly understand how wireless technology works. You're arguing that every international public health body has been somehow corrupted or bought off by industry. More than that, you're arguing that the innumerable companies involved in wireless technology are deliberately harming their users, attacking innocent bystanders, and threatening the future of the human race. I'm a conspiracy fan from way back, but this exceeds anything that I find remotely credible. I'm really pleased that you're so concerned about our children's health, and about the future of education in BC, but on this issue, I'm baffled by the underlying approach. If research starts to show that there are health concerns, then all of us paying attention to this debate are going to start arguing against wifi. I'm one of the "low level of twitter feeds" you mention, and I can say that my friends and colleagues, like me, would shift our positions in a heartbeat if there was credible research, by credible researchers, in anything like the volume necessary to call the overwhelming majority view into question. Most of us have no stake whatsoever in technological research or development, either, so I get really offended at blanket allegations of bias or conflict of interest. But that's a subject for another day. If I might make a suggestion for those who, like you, would like to see anti-wifi science being taken seriously: find credible sources. Martha Herbert, for example, isn't someone you want associated with your position, because of her comments about autism's relationship with vaccination. If the only sciency-sounding, academic-looking publications are coming from suspect writers, there's just no way that their ideas are going to be taken seriously. If you want to take down a consensus, you'll be better off not relying on people whose associations with unrelated conspiracy theories have already come under significant attack.ReplyDelete Tara EhrckeApril 11, 2013 at 9:12 PM 1. The science is complex and most people rely on those with some expertise for advice. Hence the existence and reliance on health regulation bodies. 2. As I said, the regulatory bodies have very different standards. There is not "consensus". 3. Yes, companies that profit from their products knowingly produce and market harmful substances. The cigarette industry and the pharmaceutical industry are excellent examples about which many people have written extensively. Companies that produce wireless technology products have every reason (profits) to promote the view that the risks of their products are minimal. 4. "If research starts to show..." Research is not conducted in a vacuum. It happens in a world in which politics has influence as well as science. Again, take a a look at the pharmaceutical industry and how they "game the stats" with research. 5. Being on the pro-tech bandwagon is the easy position and if you want career advancement and grant opportunities, this will be helpful. Universities are now so influenced by corporate research dollars it is harder and harder to find genuinely independent research anywhere.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ▼  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ▼  April (3) Education and the provincial election #C21Can and the "skills" debate Wifi in schools ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=17932,BCTF News Releases  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources   For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development News Release Archives 2014  2013  2012    2011 2010  2009  2008 2007  2006  Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2009 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE March 27, 2009 Court strikes down Campbell’s Gag Law Today, the BC Teachers’ Federation is celebrating a win in BC Supreme Court as Justice Frank Cole ruled that Bill 42, Gordon Campbell’s gag law, is unconstitutional. “The government’s gag law was an attack on free speech and democratic rights,” said BCTF President Irene Lanzinger. “The BC Supreme Court decision shows the Campbell government was arrogant to think it could silence its critics and hide from its own record.” Campbell’s gag law, brought in earlier this year, imposed restrictions on advertising three months before an election. It prevented any group from speaking out about issues that matter to people right across this province. Justice Cole, who will release his reasons early next week, will rule that expanding advertising restrictions beyond the immediate 28-day election period is unconstitutional. The spending limits for the 28-day election period were upheld. “British Columbians have the right to speak out,” said Lanzinger. “It is fundamental to our democracy that people like teachers get to voice their concerns and their opinions. That’s what makes democracy work. Teachers in BC are thrilled by this victory and proud of the stance they took with other unions in BC against this undemocratic legislation.” The BC Teachers’ Federation challenged Bill 42 in BC Supreme Court with the BC Nurses Union, the Canadian Union of Public Employees - BC, and the Federation of Post Secondary Educators. -  30  - For more information, contact Rich Overgaard, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell). Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/BCTFNews.aspx?id=31936&printPage=true,BCTF News Vol. 19, No. 13, February 6, 2014  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Newsletters and Alerts > BCTF News > 2013-14 Archive     Volume 19, Number 13, February 6, 2014 Secret Cabinet documents: Public is left guessing Government plans to ask court for “stay” BCTF Local Representatives applaud legal team at Representative Assembly Issues that matter: A brand new bargaining website at www.aFairDeal.ca Speaking of Websites: New look, new features at BCTF.ca BCPSEA cancels bargaining dates New BCTF TV ad hits airwaves Bargaining materials sent to locals Court decision: Notable quotes In case you missed it: Times Colonist scathing editorial and other media news Secret Cabinet documents: Public is left guessing In her decision, BC Supreme Court Justice Susan Griffin refers to a number of cabinet documents that showed the government, for their own political gain, was trying to provoke teachers into a full-scale strike. She ruled that the documents cannot be released until the end of February, 31 days post her decision. Despite calls from the official opposition and others to release documents that are in the public interest, the government is loath to release documents that reveal they never wanted to reach a negotiated agreement. In his column in The Vancouver Sun on February 6, 2014, Vaughan Palmer says, “A suspicious person might conclude that they are holding back because the documents lend themselves to conclusions as unflattering as the ones reached by the judge in her verdict.” Read his column here. Government plans to ask court for “stay” On top of filing an appeal, the government has said they will ask the BC Court of Appeal for a stay of proceedings. A stay, if granted, means that some or all aspects of Justice Griffin’s decision are put on hold until the BC Court of Appeal delivers its verdict on the merits of the appeal case. Once a stay of proceedings is filed, the hearing on the stay is fairly quick, usually within one week. BCTF Local Representatives applaud legal team at Representative Assembly    Local Representatives greeted the dedicated and powerful legal counsel representing the BCTF with much applause and a standing ovation as they attended the Representative Assembly last weekend. We owe much thanks to Federation lawyer, Diane MacDonald and her colleagues from Victory Square Law Office, John Rogers, Steven Rogers, and Amanda Merritt for their consummate skill and tireless work over the past number of years. Our thanks also go to retired BCTF staff member Brian Porter, who shared his deep knowledge and helped build the entire case with the assistance of Paralegal Kim Graham here at the BCTF. Issues that matter: A brand new bargaining website at www.aFairDeal.ca The BCTF just launched their new bargaining micro-site! The site provides useful and reader-friendly information to share with parents and other members of the public. We included lots of clear facts that support our bargaining objectives and many memes and graphs that you can post on social media. Speak out and have your say. You can also, and easily, send a letter to Education Minister Peter Fassbender, and to your MLA, telling them to respect the court decision. Use the website’s interactive feature.   Speaking of Websites: New look, new features at BCTF.ca The newly revamped BCTF website and member portal was launched on February 4. The slider at the top of the page highlights important news and events. By clicking on the graphic that has a photo of the gavel, you can find up-to-date information about the court case and links to media stories. The BCTF Twitter feed reports the latest social media conversations. Check it out at bctf.ca. BCPSEA cancels bargaining dates BCPSEA cancelled the February 6 and 7 bargaining dates. The next dates slated for bargaining are February 12, 13, and 14. Updates will be posted on the BCTF portal. New BCTF TV ad hits airwaves The BCTF’s newest television ad, produced to garner support for reaching a decent and negotiated agreement, made its first appearance on Global TV’s noon news on January 27. You may have also seen the ad if you watch hockey or watched last Sunday’s Superbowl football game. The ad will be aired during the Olympics or you can find it on online news websites, YouTube, and iPad apps.  Ads have been translated and will play on Mandarin, Chinese, and Punjabi television. Don’t watch television? No problem. View the ad here. Bargaining materials sent to locals The BCTF sent a package of bargaining materials to each local last week. Watch for the set of four bargaining posters, buttons, and bumper stickers that call for “a fair deal for teachers” and “better support for kids.” You can contact your local office to get more buttons and bumper stickers. As well, we have produced a bargaining brochure, available for teachers and parents alike, that explains what we are negotiating for. Court decision: Notable quotes Court documents are not typically described as thrilling reading, but the BC Supreme Court decision of January 27, 2014 contains a number of hard-hitting quotes. You can read the full court decision here. Here are selected quotations from the BC Supreme Court ruling.    In case you missed it: Times Colonist scathing editorial and other media news Media reports have been flying fast and furiously since January 27 with many commentators describing Justice Griffin’s decision as “searing” and “devastating” for government. Here is a compilation of some of our favourites: “Editorial: Provoking strike was shameful,” Times Colonist  “Government conned parents and kids,” Les Leyne, Times Colonist  “Opinion: A generation of B.C. children shortchanged; Court ruling offers hope that classroom conditions will improve,” Jim Iker, Vancouver Sun  “Why Clark refuses to hear what Supreme Court tells her (twice),” Crawford Kilian, The Tyee  “A stinging rebuke for the government,” Reg Volk, The Daily Courier (Vernon)  “Editorial: Failing grade,” North Shore News  “Invest in future,” Maple Ridge News  “B.C. Teachers Ruling Is Written By Straight Shooter,” Sandy Garossino, Huffington Post  “Enough, BC Libs! Quit making up the school rules,” Crawford Kilian, The Tyee )
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Touring a natural gas drilling rig with @MLA Mike Bernier, and Brian from EnCana http://t.co/AifdJ4H07b" @Teresa_Wat - 06:01pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media jthornthwaite last tweet "Please join me in recognizing the vital work foster families do for B.C. kids http://t.co/bdYy1yh9Jc #FosterFamilyMonth #northvan #bcpoli" @jthornthwaite - 10:56pm Follow @jthornthwaite BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=20626&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > March 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 5, March 2010  Online reputation management By Tony Wilson A good name can be worth millions, and we all know by now what happens when a good name gets into bad trouble. Tiger Woods is only one example of how important your reputation is, and how easy it is to be damaged. Perhaps irreparably. The online world has created a new area of law in this age of Web 2.0. Its called Online Reputation Management Law, and it straddles the law of defamation, freedom of speech, privacy law, copyright law, and trademark law. It also involves the non-legal (but equally as important) fields of public relations and crisis management. Many of the legal issues in this area involve Facebook, which has over 350,000,000 users, (including about 90% of all the middle school and secondary school students you and your colleagues teach every day. You might be a Facebook user as well.) If someone says or publishes something about another person that is untrue, not otherwise privileged, and this damages the other person's reputation, this may well amount to defamation and legal consequences may follow. “online” publication of defamatory statements on Facebook, Twitter, or on blogs is still publication. But what if the damaged reputation is self-inflicted? Although there are things that older adults may share with others in more private ways, there has never been a generation so willing to share their innermost feelings, their outrageous opinions and their inappropriate photographs than the under-25 age group who make up the mainstay of Facebook. I hear stories about the things 15- to 18-year-olds post on Facebook through my own kids and their circle. But I see the 22- to 25-year-olds because they’re at an age where they want me to hire them in my law firm. Many of these people don’t seem to understand how the comments and photos they post to Facebook can be publicly accessible, profoundly inappropriate, and career-limiting. From the 15-year-old's perspective, it might be a badge of honour to post photos of her or his wayward drunken exploits on Facebook, knowing that, as their parents aren’t “friends,” Mom and Dad won’t see last week's vodka bender. And it might be cool to tell the world you belong to groups and fan clubs that are sexually explicit, or to swear on one's wall, knowing only one’s “friends” will see it. But it’s disingenuous to think one’s parents (or the people close to them) won’t see the inappropriate photos and comments if the teen has 750 “friends” on Facebook, (how can anyone have 750 friends?). The reality is that, despite amendments to Facebook’s privacy controls to comply with the directives of Canada’s Privacy Commissioner, it’s still relatively easy to see and copy what a user has posted to Facebook. I can only echo what most of the deans of Canada’s law schools tell their new students each year: “Clean up your Facebook pages. Your prospective employers are all law firms. They will be looking for you.” I can tell you first-hand, we do. All employers do. We have to. So here are a few legal and practical things that might interest you and your students about managing and protecting their online reputations. Notwithstanding new privacy settings announced in December, 2009, Facebook can retain cached archives of everything everyone puts on Facebook, even if it’s deleted 60 seconds after being posted. Any posting on Facebook can be saved to another’s computer by a simple screen shot. And any photograph on Facebook can be dragged to another’s desktop and circulated to others by e-mail, even though it may have been removed from the original poster’s Facebook page. Digital pictures pulled from Facebook can be Photoshopped and otherwise manipulated in very bad ways. Insurance company investigators regularly check Facebook pages of those they are investigating, sometimes posing as high school friends, or friends of friends so they can surreptitiously see the Facebook page and confirm or deny the claim. A woman in Quebec was recently denied insurance coverage when investigators saw recent pictures of her “dancing up a storm” one night rather than convalescing at home after an apparent injury. Canadian courts have ruled that one’s Facebook page can be evidence and can be the subject of cross examination, even though a defendant had made his page as private as possible. A court in New York City forced Google (as owner of a particular blogging website), to disclose the name of an anonymous blogger who arguably defamed a prominent model; the moral of the story being that no one is anonymous anymore. The defamed can always find the defamer. Displaying your birthday and work history may be inviting scammers to apply for credit cards and otherwise steal your identity. Don’t give out your birthday. Tweets on Twitter will soon be searchable on Google, (so that tweets about how much a student hates his math teacher can be found by that math teacher). Former NDP candidate Ram Lam had to abandon his candidacy during last year’s BC election when the press discovered sexually provocative pictures of him on his Facebook page. Users should limit the number of friends on Facebook to real friends. If someone has 800 friends, one of them may be an insurance investigator, and another could be someone far, far worse. Privacy Privacy Privacy. Facebook users should adjust their privacy settings so that only friends (and not “everyone”) can see what they have posted. And never allow “friends of friends” access. Although Facebook changed its privacy settings in December 2009, the Globe and Mail reports that 70% of users still have their settings set to “everyone can see everything,” possibly because they don’t know how the privacy settings work. And of course, Google sees it all. Although Facebook doesn’t allow anyone under 13 to create Facebook pages, under 13’s lie about their age. Parents might want to monitor Facebook and other social networking activities of their teens, but teens (understandably) don’t want to allow parent access as “friends.” Perhaps a “designated driver” is a good idea as a friend; a young adult the teen and the parent both trust, and who won’t contact parents about questionable postings or photos (but will call up the teen). Finally, students shouldn’t post pictures or comments they wouldn’t want their mother, their grandmother, or their future employer to see, because one day soon, they will. Tony Wilson is a Franchise and Intellectual Property Lawyer at Boughton Law Corporation in Vancouver and is an Adjunct Professor at Simon Fraser University. He has written for the Globe and Mail, Macleans Magazine and Lawyers Weekly, and is a regular columnist with Canadian Lawyer and Bartalk Magazine. His book on online Reputation Management will be published in the fall of 2010.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/PEA-Newsletter.aspx?id=20660,PEA Newsletter #4, February 24, 2010  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development PEA newsletter archives 2013-14  2012-13  2011-12    2010-11  2009-10    Home > Publications > Newsletters and Alerts > Public Ed. Advocates Newsletter > 2009-10 Archives Public Education Advocates Newsletter February 24, 2010, Issue #4 March 2 BC budget announcement Public education advocates are anxiously awaiting the March 2 budget speech. We need and expect an appropriate increase in education funding to deal with overcrowded classrooms, reduced student services, depleted school district resources, and overdue school maintenance. This unprecedented crisis was not created by boards of education. Faced with ever-rising costs that the province’s education funding formula does not cover, many communities have already suffered the loss of viable schools and critical programs as boards struggle to cope. The Association of School Board Officials (formerly secretary-treasurers) has emphasized that the public education system desperately needs an immediate injection of $300 million in 2010–11 to offset a funding shortfall.  The downloading of costs and unfunded initiatives to school boards by the provincial government include: loss of the annual facilities grant  teacher salary and benefit increases (provincially negotiated) new carbon tax and carbon-offset charges  increased MSP and WCB premiums  new costs for implementing full-day Kindergarten  additional costs of provincially legislated class-size limits. Mark your calendar! Join our coalition partners: The Teach In, March 20, Saturday, 9:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., at the Vancouver Public Library “What Cuts?” What Impacts?” “How do we react?” “Build a Better BC Coalition” rally Saturday, April 10, 11:00 a.m., at the Vancouver Art Gallery, to stop cuts to public and community services. The mission of the “Build a Better BC Coalition”  Community service groups, cultural and arts associations, and unions joining together as one voice to call on the provincial government to: immediately stop eliminating public and community services. fulfill their legislative responsibility to provide adequate, fair, and consistent funding to support public services and community groups. work in consultation with groups and individuals to build public and community services that give every individual the democratic opportunity to participate in building a better BC. Statement of purpose of the “Build a Better BC Coalition” The strength of British Columbia is our people.  We each contribute in unique and different ways, through our talents, ideas, and hard work to build a better BC. Building communities where every woman, man, and child is treated with fairness, dignity, and respect is a shared responsibility.  When government singles out groups of individuals—by cutting services they depend on, raising fees inequitably, and unfairly shifting taxes—it diminishes all of us.  It doesn’t bring us together.  It divides us. The purpose of the “Build a Better BC Coalition” is to bring us together. The public, community, and cultural services that we have built together over the years contribute greatly to a vibrant and diverse BC.  They help to ensure that every British Columbian can participate and share in a quality of life that is recognized around the world.   Public, community, and cultural services are essential cornerstones of a civil society.  They are a critical component of our economic well-being, especially in difficult economic times.  A strong public sector to support, build, and regulate the private sector is vital to the social, environmental, and economic health of the province. Due to drastic funding cuts, chronic underfunding, and misaligned political priorities, many of these services are at risk of disappearing, putting our way of life and the environment at risk.  Many of the cuts affect the most vulnerable people in our communities, particularly women, children, isolated seniors, and those with the lowest incomes.  It is unacceptable for government to take more from those who have the least, in order to give more to those who have the most. Your organization is invited to join the “Build a Better BC Coalition” The coalition is an evolving, loosely structured, non-partisan alliance.  It includes groups that represent artists, cultural workers, seniors, students, healthcare advocates, educators, social service agencies, environmental activists, the faith community, and unions. All of these groups have been affected by a thousand government cuts in service levels we provide directly to clients, in lost jobs, and in lost opportunities.  As well, the cuts have a perilous impact on our vulnerable people, our communities, our environment, and our civil society.  We have joined together to speak out on these issues because we believe we are stronger together than alone. We urge you to consider joining the coalition as an organization.  Send a delegate to the next coalition meeting.  The BC Federation of Labour has been kind enough to help co-ordinate the meetings.  Please contact Jessie Uppal at (604) 430-1421, or e-mail campaigns@bcfed.ca for the time and place of meeting. Email Facebook Twitter Friend of public education? Join our e-mail list to read about the issues and get involved. About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9968,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 4, March 2003 Politics in the classroom by Verena Foxx Grade 4 students at David Livingstone Elementary School, in Vancouver, are making democratic decisions that affect the daily operation of their classroom. On the first Tuesday of every month, at 2:20 p.m. sharp, the students stop their regular curricular activities and begin important student-led meetings. In support of their social studies curriculum, the students closely followed the Vancouver civic election. The entire class learned the name of their city’s new mayor. They know which political parties were in the running, and they are able to identify several of the newly elected councillors, school trustees, and park commissioners. During the community civic election, the class simultaneously ran their own campaigns, complete with posters, ballots, and correct voting practices. All 28 students in the class now hold elected positions. They have one mayor, one deputy mayor, 10 councillors, nine trustees, and seven commissioners. Job descriptions and decision-making powers of the various groups were collaboratively discussed. The teacher and students together decided that the students could make decisions about certain aspects of their classroom’s management. Classroom jobs. Beverages on desks? Coats in cloakroom or on chairs? Computer rules? Classroom furniture? Desk-assignment intervals? The nine-year-old class mayor and one representative from each of the other groups was given a micro-session on chairing meetings: set an agenda, elect a secretary to record the decisions made, keep speakers in order, and vote to make decisions. Mayor Bryan Hong runs class council meetings like a pro. Using a PAC gavel to call the 10 councillors to order, he follows the agenda, which has been previously set in consultation with the teacher. A secretary records the decisions made at the 30-minute meetings, and results are reported to the class before 3 p.m. the day of the meeting. Hong devised his own way of voting without influence. Councillors must place their heads face down on the table and vote with their right arms high in the air. This mayor allows no peeking. Decisions made by the councillors to date include: No pop bottles on desks; water bottles only. Pop cans have been mandated to the cloakroom only. Desk assignments to be changed on a monthly basis. Teacher has input on desk assignments. Computer rules–tracking sheet on who uses class computer and for how long. Carpet or no carpet in the classroom? Decision to remove the common area carpet and replace it with a long table for games, art, assignments, etc. Trustees and commissioners hold meetings concurrently with the councillors. Their agendas focus on monthly classroom job rotations. The trustees’ jobs include posting overdue library notices, compiling home reading lists for assemblies, reporting lost/stolen items, and discussing minor classroom purchases. The commissioners’ duties include emptying the recycling bin, watering the class plant, handing out Scholastic order forms, and finding something special in the playground for the class vase. After several months of classroom meetings, the class decided to visit City Hall to view the council chambers and to meet some real politicians. To their delight, the mayor’s office promised a five-minute welcome that turned into a lively 30-minute exchange between the classroom decision makers and the mayor of Vancouver. Larry Campbell answered questions about his work, invited the class mayor to sit in his chair, signed 28 autographs, and enjoyed a photo session. His deputy mayor, Jim Green, was in on the fun, inviting students to try out the councillors’ comfortable chairs. Mayor Campbell thanked the attentive students for visiting his place of work and told them he would like to be invited to their school to see where they work. Following that unique experience, Livingstone’s Grade 4 students are now more serious than ever about their monthly meetings. They are learning to define issues that are important in their classroom community. They are beginning to engage in discussions with their peers and to find resolutions in a democratic way. They can present several perspectives on an issue. Not only are social studies and personal planning IRP criteria being met, but, more important, the students are proud of their classroom input. They own their decisions. No pop cans will spill on desks any more. Ever. Verena Foxx teaches at David Livingstone Elementary School, Vancouver. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7748,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 6, April 2005 Why unions matter: Are we lions or lambs? by Virginia Brucker "Do I believe in arbitration? I do. But not in arbitration between the lion and the lamb, in which the lamb is in the morning found inside the lion. I believe in arbitration between two lions or two lambs. When a man puts a pistol to my head and tells me to deliver, there is no arbitration. There can be arbitration only between equals. Let us organize: then we will stand on an equal footing with the employers." – Rocky Mountain News, February 10, 1888 Yesterday was one of our local union’s two important general meetings. I was anticipating a large turnout—these are troubling times for educators and our students. We and thousands of other employees in B.C. have lost much, and face losing much more, in the coming years. As I looked around the church hall, I was glad to see so many familiar faces. We were predominantly a graying group—the majority of us are over 50 and will be leaving in record numbers over the next few years. The attendance was not what I’d hoped for. As we hear more about the Wright Report, I began to worry about the working and learning conditions and long-term wellness of our younger colleagues. If accepted, the report has very troubling implications. And who will fight to have it overturned? Many of our union’s executive members will retire over the next few years. Will our younger colleagues come forward to take on roles in our local and in the BCTF? Can we take for granted the future of the B.C. Teachers’ Federation, which has always been such an advocate for political, social, and economic justice for our members, for our students, and for the working people of our province? Will the hard-won benefits the Federation and our members have achieved be legislated out of existence by the Liberals? Once lost, they may be gone forever. Teachers care deeply about social justice and equality—we are caring people. It’s what we do. And we know that our working conditions are inextricably bound to our students’ learning conditions. When we stand up for working conditions, we stand up for children. Why are many of us reluctant to attend union meetings? Are we lions or lambs? I’ve had many discussions with colleagues about the role of our union. "My family didn’t belong to unions," was one response. "We don’t believe in them." "I’m not political," said another. "I can’t do that stuff." "Unions served a purpose in the 1970s, but they aren’t really necessary these days," was another comment. Although I am only 51, I remember when we were not members of a union. I can remember when teachers and public-sector employees in B.C. had few or no rights. Benefits were nonexistent. Salaries were so poor that teachers worked evenings, weekends, and summers at other jobs. We weren’t the only ones. I remember the years before medical and dental plans—it took my grandfather years to pay the debts incurred when my father and his sister had serious childhood illnesses. Visits to the dentist were infrequent—many people had full dentures by their early 20s. My father grew up in a home filled with elderly relatives. Dad jokingly called it the Marpole Infirmary and Old Age Home—there were no pensions and wages were very poor. It wasn’t much different on my grandmother’s side. Aunt Bertie had no permanent home. Deaf from the age of eight, she had no income and lived a few months at a time with various relatives until my Aunt Stell took her into her two-bedroom 800 square foot home. Another aunt worked for Eaton’s in Winnipeg for over 50 years. Her pension in 1975 was $147 per month for her service. When she lived past 80, it was reduced to $123. She was fiercely loyal to her employer and took great care to tell me that "Mr. Eaton will look after us." We had some lively discussions about unions when she came to visit. It was hard for her to envision a world in which loyalty, commitment, and hard work were not enough to protect employees. Is history about to repeat itself? The actions of the B.C. Liberal Government over the past four years have eroded collective bargaining and working and learning conditions for educators—inadequate funding has severely impacted teachers and students. Despite pre-election promises that healthcare would not be privatized, we’ve watched friends and neighbours in the health sector lose their jobs when services were contracted out. We’ve seen HEU employees accept a 15% pay cut in order to prevent the loss of more jobs. We’ve watched BC Rail be dismantled. We’ve seen jobs at BC Hydro and our medical records plan lost to international corporations. Election promises are easy to make—we know that actions speak louder than words. And yet, in our heart of hearts, many of us continue to believe that it will be ok, that it isn’t appropriate or necessary for us to be "political." If accepted, the "Wright Report" recommendations will further erode the rights of teachers. One of the recommendations is that benefits be reduced for part-time teachers. This would particularly impact our younger members, who often work part time for several years before obtaining a full-time position. It would also affect teachers who work part time while bringing up their children. Will the maternity leave and care of sick child days that unions have worked so hard for be available in the future? Will sick days be available for any of us? Another recommendation of the Wright Report affects our salaries. The report states that the government can claim they don’t have the resources to pay increases. Yet this year, the Liberal government is claiming a $1.9 billion dollar surplus. Don’t get excited—none of it is intended for you. Over the past decade, we have had many years of little or no salary increase. Sometimes we’ve accepted no raise in order to protect our class sizes, only to lose class-size limits later on. The increase in the cost of living is an enormous concern. Despite government claims that inflation has been low, we know that statistics about inflation don’t reflect the actual increase in the cost of living—housing and energy costs are not included. Volatility in energy prices has been a real concern. Many communities in B.C. have had a 28% increase in property values this year—what will that mean to our younger colleagues and their futures? What will another decade of wage freezes mean to teachers of all ages? Many of our parents will need financial support in the years ahead. Our children will need help as the tuition fees at technical school and colleges soar. If this is a "new era of prosperity," as the Liberals claim, are we to be excluded? It’s hard to imagine what B.C. will look like in the future if the Liberals are re-elected. I think we can assume that the rights of teachers and other public-sector employees will continue to be under attack. What will happen to the thousands of hardworking public-sector employees in B.C. who have lost their jobs to contracting out recently? How will they retire? What will happen to our local businesses as disposable income becomes scarce. What will happen to the children of our province as many of their parents’ jobs are contracted out for slightly above minimum wages? It is up to all of us, those nearing retirement, and those just beginning our careers, to take an active part in our local union and our Federation. It is essential that we become involved in the upcoming election. Our very futures depend upon it. Virginia Brucker teaches at Nanoose Bay Elementary School, Nanoose Bay. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/IssuesInEducation.aspx?id=11534&printPage=true,Special Education Partners' Group  	BCTF > Issues in Education  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Issues in Education > Inclusive Education > Teaching to Diversity Special Education Partners' Group The Special Education Partners' Group consists of provincial community organizations with an interest in Special Education, which also includes the BCTF and CUPE. The British Columbia Association for Community Living is a federation that advocates for children, youth and adults with developmental disabilities and their families to ensure justice, rights and opportunities in all areas of their lives. 300-30 East 6th Avenue Vancouver V5T 4P4 Tel: (604) 875-1119 E-mail: info@bcacl.org Web site: www.bcacl.org  The British Columbia Confederation of Parent Advisory Councils is the collective voice of parents for the best possible public education of all children in British Columbia. 202-1545 West 8th Avenue Vancouver, V6J 1T5 Tel: (604) 687-4433 E-mail: info@bccpac.bc.ca Web site: www.bccpac.bc.ca  The Canadian Hard of Hearing Association BC Parents’ Branch is a province-wide network of parents, families and friends of hard of hearing children. 10150 Gillanders Rd. Chilliwack, V2P 6H4 Tel: (604) 794-3772 E-mail: janetles@canada.com Web site: www.chhaparents.bc.ca  The British Columbia Teachers’ Federation  100-550 West 6th Avenue Vancouver V5Z 4P2 Tel: (604) 871-2283 E-mail: cnaylor@bctf.ca Web site: www.bctf.ca  The Canadian Union of Public Employees Special Education Task Force  #510–4940 Canada Way Burnaby V5G 4T3 Tel: (604) 510-4940 E-mail: cpayne@shaw.ca  Web site: http://www.cupe.bc.ca/committees  The Down Syndrome Research Foundation and Resource Centre provides essential health, educational and research resources to children and adults with Down Syndrome. 1409 Sperling Avenue Burnaby V5B 4J8 Tel: (604) 444-3773 Web site: www.dsrf.org  The Family Network for Deaf Children is a non-profit society supporting deaf and hard of hearing signing children throughout BC. Our board of Directors are all parents of deaf children. P.O. Box 50075 , South Slope R.P.O. Burnaby, V5J 5G3 Tel: (604) 684-1860 E-mail: fndc@fndc.ca Web site: www.fndc.ca  The Family Support Institute is a province-wide organization whose purpose is to support and strengthen families faced with the extraordinary circumstances that come with having a family member who has a disability. 300-30 East 6th Avenue Vancouver, V5T 4P4 Tel: (604) 875-1119 E-mail: fsi@bcacl.org Web site: www.familysupportbc.com  The Federation of Invisible Disabilities is an umbrella organization formed to ensure children with invisible disabilities have access to education, health, recreation, and social services that help them to reach their potential. 1524 Fort Street Victoria V8S 5J2 Tel: (250) 370-9513     Website: http://www.fidsbc.ca/                                         The Gifted Children’s Association of British Columbia is a volunteer based charitable association dedicated to providing support and advocacy for gifted children and their families. We believe that meeting these children’s social, emotional, and educational needs will allow them to attain their potential. Third Floor, 210 West Broadway Vancouver V5Y 3W2 Tel: 1-877-707-6111 E-mail: David_Shepherd@telus.net Web site: www.gcabc.ca  The Learning Disabilities Association of BC is a charitable organization which endeavors to enhance the education, employment, social development, legal rights, and general well being of individuals with learning disabilities in BC. 3292 E. Broadway Vancouver, BC V5M 1Z8 Tel: (604) 873-8139 E-mail: ldabctri@shaw.ca Web site: www.ldav.ca  Western Society for Children with Birth Disorders is dedicated to improving the quality of life for children with birth disorders. 102-317 Columbia Street New Westminster V3L 1A4 Tel: (604) 515-0810 E-mail: chldstrt@axionet.com Web site:http://www.wsfc.ca/family.html  Canadian Red Cross BC Lower Mainland Children’s Medical Equipment Loans Service  3400 Lake City Way Burnaby, V5A 4Y2 Tel: (604) 709-6685 E-mail: patricia.barrett@redcross.ca Web site: www.redcross.ca )
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/issues/research.aspx?id=5836,BCTF > Gifted enrolments as a percentage of total school enrolment, ranked Nanaimo  	Untitled Page  For Teachers For Parents For Media Home E-mail Lists Links A to Z Index Contact Us Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources Home > Issues in Education > Inclusive Education > Research Project Gifted enrolments as a percentage of total school enrolment, ranked Nanaimo School District, October 2002 Nanaimo Schools Total enrolments by school October, 2002 Gifted enrolments Gifted enrolments as % of school total Continuing Education       Continuing Education SD 68 19 0 0% Alternate Settings       VAST Centre 98 1 1% 5 Acres Alternate (Sept.30 enr.) 40 0 0% Northbrook Learning Centre 71 0 0% Northfield Alternate 36 0 0% 0.27 % of Nanaimo students identified as Gifted are enrolled in alternate settings Secondary Schools       Nanaimo District Secondary 1,041 62 6% Dover Bay Secondary 1,639 70 4% Cedar Community Secondary 504 14 3% Wellington Secondary 1,012 29 3% Woodlands Secondary 740 19 3% John Barsby Community School 796 15 2% Ladysmith Secondary 874 20 2% Nanaimo District Secondary - Fr. Imm. 191 0 0% Nanaimo District Secondary - Pr. Cadre 15 0 0% 63.25 % of Nanaimo students identified as Gifted are enrolled in secondary schools Elementary Schools       Ladysmith Intermediate 367 11 3% McGirr Elementary 451 13 3% North Cedar Intermediate 260 7 3% Brechin Elementary 201 4 2% Chase River Elementary 202 4 2% Coal Tyee Elementary 318 6 2% Departure Bay Elementary 260 4 2% Forest Park Elementary 285 6 2% Gabriola Elementary 235 5 2% Ladysmith Primary 316 6 2% Mountain View Elementary 424 8 2% Quarterway Elementary 128 3 2% Rock City Elementary 328 8 2% Rutherford Community School 378 6 2% Uplands Park Elementary 311 5 2% Cilaire Elementary 188 1 1% Cinnabar Valley Elementary 178 1 1% Fairview Elementary 367 4 1% Frank J. Ney Elementary 247 2 1% Georgia Avenue Elementary 464 4 1% Harewood Elementary - Fr. Imm. 111 1 1% Mount Benson Elementary 229 2 1% Park Avenue Elementary 286 3 1% Pauline Haarer Elementary - Fr. Imm. 259 3 1% Pleasant Valley Elementary 286 3 1% Princess Anne Elementary 105 1 1% Randerson Ridge Elementary 347 5 1% Seaview Elementary 298 2 1% South Wellington Elementary 100 1 1% Waterloo Elementary 94 1 1% Bayview Elementary 214 1 0.47% Dufferin Crescent Elementary 223 1 0.45% Davis Road Elementary 127 0 0% Hammond Bay Elem - Fr. Imm. 146 0 0% Hammond Bay Elementary 12 0 0% North Oyster Elementary 176 0 0% Princess Royal Elementary 69 0 0% Quarterway Elementary - Fr. Imm. 151 0 0% Woodbank Primary 230 0 0% 36.46 % of Nanaimo students identified as Gifted are enrolled in elementary schools TOTALS 16,428 362 2% SOURCES: Total enrolments: District enrolment summary report: District annual student enrolments - for the month of October, 2002 (dated Nov. 1/02) Gifted enrolments: (Form 1701) Special education summary by school, as at September 30, 2002 (M. of Ed. echo report dated Oct. 17/02)   About Us | News & Events | Publications | Advocacy & Action | Social Justice | Issues in Education © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "Eid Mubarak to all those celebrating in BC!" @bcliberals - 06:52pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/IssuesInEducation.aspx?id=10396&printPage=true,BCTF > School Closures home page  	BCTF > Issues in Education  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Issues in Education > School Closures School Closures  School closures database The BCTF has compiled and made public a comprehensive accounting of school closures in BC school districts. We do not count schools that were torn down and replaced, and only count those facilities that lead to a net loss. We make every effort to check with locals to ensure that our information is accurate and current. Since 2002, more than 200 public schools in BC have been closed. This number of closures in such a narrow space of time is unprecedented in our province’s public school history. School closures map   Poll shows support for neighbourhood schools A March 2008 poll done for the BCTF shows that British Columbians by an almost 3:1 ratio believe that most important factor in deciding whether a school should stay open is the broader role it plays in the neighbourhood. More... Information about school closures and the impact on communities Background information  Declining enrolment and school closures  Impact of school closures  Communications on school closures School Closure Ad   School Closures: A report from the BCTF to MLAs (Apr 9, 2008) Speaking out on school closures  Strategies Strategies to resist school closures  What others are doing Parents, teachers, and other members from BC communities facing school closures participated in a seminar at the BCTF on May 29, 2008. The report  summarizes their strategies and ideas for future directions, networking, and focused action. A community group won a court decision  blocking the board of education from closing Cape Lazo Middle School in the Comox School District. More... More than 300 people attended a rally Monday, April 7, 2008 on the steps of the BC Legislature to protest school closures and the sale of school lands. View the pictures. For more information, e-mail bc.lands@gmail.com or go to the Let's Agree to Not Dispose of Schools! web site. Articles Fewer schools, more politicians! Will McMartin, in The Tyee, notes a contrast in government action: close schools in rural areas, but protect the minister of education from having her seat eliminated because of dropping population. Small schools, next big thing. Nick Smith, a public school teacher, writes about how students learn better in a focused, familiar setting. The Tyee (Sep 9, 2008).  )
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/AdvocacyAndAction.aspx?id=16024&libID=16040&printPage=true,BCTF > Chronology Of Education Legislation > 2007  	BCTF Action and Advocacy  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Advocacy and Action > Campaigns Chronology of education legislation and actions by the BC Liberal government Description and impact of legislation and actions 2007 TOC       Feb 8 May 15 May 16 Jun 8 Oct 18 Nov 7 February 8, 2007 The BC Government releases its report on the collective bargaining system for BC teachers. Impact: The report on bargaining structures fails to address any of the concerns raised by teachers which the BCTF presented in its submissions to government. It recommends no changes to the current bargaining system. It does not provide any avenue for teachers to bargain what they need in their classroom or their school. It has been over 15 years since teachers have been able to address their concerns across a local bargaining table. It fails to provide any opportunity for teachers to alleviate deteriorating conditions facing their students. There is no provision for negotiating levels of service either in the classroom or for the support services of specialist teachers. It acknowledges that the current structure is flawed and relies on the ongoing insertion of a mediator. Just as Bill 33 failed to address class-size and composition problems, the report fails to recommend any improvements to the bargaining structure by considering a free and fair collective bargaining process. May 15, 2007  (3rd Reading) Bill 21 – Teaching Profession (Teacher Registration) Amendment Act, 2007  Requires the B.C. College of Teachers to establish an online discipline registry of its members and adds provisions for mandatory reporting of matters relating to dismissal, suspension or discipline.  (Source: B.C. Legislative Digest) Impact: The legislation targets teachers and paves the way for a discipline registry and an employment registry. Reprimands may be removed from the registry after five years. There are no provisions for the removal of suspensions or cancellations. The college is required to publish the names of disciplined members along with the reasons they were disciplined. The college is also required to create an employers' registry with a list identifying members and their employers. The information in this registry is available to all school boards. May 15, 2007  (3rd Reading) Bill 22 – Education Statutes Amendment Act, 2007  Makes amendments regarding school district business companies and requires school boards to establish a code of conduct in accordance with Provincial standards. Adds provisions for the reimbursement of designated educational activity expenses and the creation of personal education numbers for students attending private post-secondary institutions.  (Source: B.C. Legislative Digest) Impact: The government is still tinkering with the rules for the school district business companies. These are companies the government encouraged school boards to establish as fund raisers.  The legislation treats education as a commodity to be purchased. Every school must have a ministry-approved code of conduct for students. One provision in Bill 22 allows the government to use the teachers' college to send their message directly to teachers. It states "The college must distribute information requested by the minister to the members at the time and in the manner requested by the minister."  The government (taxpayers) must reimburse the college for costs. We are not aware of any other professional college that can be used this way. In what appears to be a semi-voucher system, the legislation has provisions for the minister to reimburse students for expenses incurred for educational activities "if the student or child demonstrates a standard of achievement, satisfactory to the minister…" The minister can designate the activities, set a limit on the number activities that can be reimbursed, and set the amount of reimbursement. May 16, 2007  (3rd Reading) Bill 20 – School (Student Achievement Enabling) Amendment Act, 2007  Authorizes the appointment of Superintendents of Achievement. Requires boards to establish a district literacy plan, prepare achievement contracts and report on student achievement. Allows school districts to charge fees for certain courses and materials.  (Source: B.C. Legislative Digest) Bill 20 includes the following amendments to the School Act: Creates superintendents of achievement who may inspect board records, enter schools, and interview employees and students. Provides the ability for parents who are "dissatisfied with a board ruling, such as the suspension of a student," to appeal to the superintendents of achievement. Establishes boards of education and mandating that boards prepare an achievement contract with respect to student performance, plans for improving student achievement, early learning programs, and literacy. Provides for the appointment of a special trustee if a board does not comply with an administrative directive to meet its obligations under an achievement contract. Defines special academies and allowing for students to be charged fees to attend the academy and also allowing for fees to be charged for some courses and materials. Broadens the minister's capacity to create provincial demonstration schools. Requires boards to establish district literacy plans. Impact: The bill centralized power in the ministry and increased the education bureaucracy. Government directives must be obeyed and the minister has the power to remove boards or trustees who do not fall in line. June 8, 2007 The Supreme Court of Canada has issued one of the most important decisions in Canadian labour history by declaring, for the first time, that collective bargaining rights are protected by the Charter of Rights.  Impact: The court ruled in favour of the healthcare unions’ appeal that the BC Liberal government did not have the right to unilaterally strip provisions from their collective agreements in January 2002. As a result of the ruling, the BCTF is proceeding with legal action to challenge the legislation which stripped the teachers’ collective agreement in January 2002. October 18, 2007 The Ministry of Education announced a cut to the 2007–08 operating grants for secondary students in Grades 10, 11, and 12. Operating grants will no longer contain a per-pupil funding base rate for students at these grade levels. Impact: BC’s Ministry of Education has changed the rules in the middle of the school year, creating further instability in public education and leaving school districts across the province scrambling to meet commitments in the face of a budget shortfall. November 7, 2007 The Ministry of Education appears to be partially backing away from its mid-year claw back of funds from school districts. The ministry released six pages of revised rules for school districts to use in recalculating funding for the current school year. The new policies are announced in the document: Frequently Asked Questions: Funding Formula Adjustments. Impact: There is every indication that a further revision of the funding formula is under way. The Ministry of Education budget is short about $50 million because of increased demands. The ministry had to find funds to make up for summer school fees that were charged by districts, despite a court ruling that districts are not allowed to charge fees. In addition, the encouragement of students to take online courses produced an increase in the funding required to pay for those courses.)
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(20141006,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2014/09/tentative-agreement-yes-or-no.html?showComment0751410934239522,Staffroom Confidential: Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, September 16, 2014 Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Despite what I know was a herculean effort on the part of our bargaining team, I very much hope that BC teachers will vote no to the tentative agreement. After five weeks of strike, and twelve years of legal battles, this is not the deal that will restore sanity to public education and it is not a fair deal for teachers and students. Just as teachers in Saskatchewan rejected a deal to ensure a better outcome, I hope BC teachers will consider a no vote to let our team know we have to go back to the bargaining table. Class size, composition The agreement provided a modified LIF fund starting at $75 million per year and increasing to $85 by the last year. It is for teachers only, which will mean a slight improvement in Districts where sizeable portions were spent on Education Assistants or senior District staff rather than teachers. However, in an average size District like Victoria (20,000 students, 1,000 teachers), this will translate into about 5-10 more teachers. That is one for every five schools. To put it in comparison, Justice Griffin's judgement estimated the lost funding due to lost class size language at about $330 million in current dollars. (Read more here about the proposed Education Fund.) I heard so many teachers speak up about the need to ensure that we do not return to over-crowded classes when the strike ends. This agreement does very little to alleviate what is the most pressing issue. Throwing away the court victory The agreement provides a "reopener" in the event we win on appeal our class size language. What this means is that the language returns, but is not implemented until new language is negotiated. Without the actual implementation of the returned language, there will be very little incentive for the government to bargain it back. We would essentially be back in the very same position we are in today, with government trying to bargain it out and us trying to bargain it back in. In my opinion, even if we were legislated back to work we would be in a superior position. If we won the appeal the government would then be forced to implement the language. We are thus throwing away our historic court victory and the bargaining pressure it potentially creates. The reopener is really only mildly less offensive than E80. In both cases, we have to bargain back what was illegally taken from our contract and the government will probably never have to restore it. In fact, the "reopener" creates the perfect opportunity for government to lock us out to try and force us to agree to something far inferior. Throwing away the remedy for the last twelve years The agreement provides $105 million to compensate for grievances over-sized classes for the last twelve years. Using Justice Griffin's estimates, our loss is roughly $300 million times 12 = over $3 billion. I cannot fathom how $105 million is a fair compromise. The BCTF's original proposal to put this money back into the system was a more fair and productive approach. This agreement means we can no longer go to the courts for a fair remedy. Wages The agreement is very close to government's original offer. While I would be willing to accept this if the class size language was returned, teachers should not be taking such a significant monetary loss without the commensurate gain in working conditions. We have lost roughly 12% of our annual salary. We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut. Minimal improvements There are very minimal improvements in preparation time for elementary teachers (10 minutes per week), and TTOC daily rate. The TTOC daily rate change may depend on your grid placement. It could actually be a wage loss for long term TTOCs who are above category 5 and step 7. There is also $11 million in health and dental benefits. At 40,000 members, this is $275 each. Hardly worth consideration in the context of the rest of the agreement. What next? There are a variety of options if we vote no. We can continue the strike. We can choose to return to work and continue bargaining. We do not, and should not, accept an agreement that doesn't meet our needs and doesn't meet the needs of students and public education. When Saskatchewan teachers rejected the first deal which had 5.5% wage increases over four years, the second deal had 7.3% increases over four years. They have said this still isn't good enough. For us, our main issue is classroom conditions. We need to say this isn't good enough. The way to do that is to vote no. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 7:48 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 124 comments: Troy MooreSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:17 PM The EC recommendation states the open clause will be argued from restored language. However, selling our grievances for nothing as the 105 million is strike savings, is plenty of reason to vote no. Further, no composition caps, but a fund controlled by Superintendents is enough reason to vote no. Thursday I will vote no.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:06 PM Re-opener also says "education fund" in place until new language bargained, so old language can disappear forever.Delete Reply Mme RousseauSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:33 PM Government starved us to death hoping we'd vote yes to whatever deal they'd offer. Planned it from the start.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:07 PM We can sill choose (collectively) to return to work if we reject this deal. Many options.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:09 PM Great analysis, Tara! I think that returning to work would be a bad idea. This will frustrate parents more if they need to find new ways to deal with taking care fo kids. USe the money given to you by the other unions. I am a teacher who had to quit for stress over the terrible condition of work (split FI grade 4/5, several low LD kids with little support, one severe with no support, 2 gifted (no support), and a principal who expected me to teach 2 separate social studies AND science programs)Delete Reply Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:56 PM Good points by all but the gov't succeeded in starving my family out and completly breaking us. I will be voting YES and live to fight another dayReplyDelete Replies schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:21 PM 'Fight another day'? In the last twelve years that we have been pushing back against this government, never has the tide tide been so much with teachers, class size/composition, and public education - and never has the government been pushed back onto the ropes (especially with the call for binding arbitration). What 'other day' is being proposed that we wait for? Now is the time. Vote 'no' and give the BCTF bargaining team a renewed mandate to get a decent deal for students and teachers.Delete Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:10 PM "Another day" means to wake up and realize that 2more weeks means my family of 5 could lose our home. It means I will do all I can to recall Cc, Factbender, and other mla's, and maybe even having "a guy I know" have a chat with them. In year 1 of their reign, I don't believe they even know what "the ropes" are. I will vote YES ...for my family, and I can live with thatDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:12 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply Karen FergusonSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:03 PM Just a question: When the Saskatchewan teachers voted no, had they already been on strike for 5 weeks?ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM No. They are working with no contract. They are not on strike.Delete Shannon DavisSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:23 AM I am a Saskatchewan teacher. We are not on strike; we are currently in the conciliation process after voting "no" to 2 previous offersDelete Reply "Mama Rose"September 16, 2014 at 9:27 PM Can we truly return to work without agreeing and continue bargaining? When I suggested returning to work a few weeks ago, the answer was "being on strike puts pressure on the gov't and without pressure they have no reason to settle." And can you explain more how legislating us back would be better than agreeing to this deal? And finally, why would the BCTF executive put forward a deal that was not a good one?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:30 PM Because they need confirmation of the resolve of the membership to get something better. That is what a no vote does.Delete Reply Troylana MSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:28 PM some great points to ponder, tara......thinking thinking....ReplyDelete schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:43 PM If we vote 'no' to the tentative deal we still have options: We'd not have a contract. But we could... a) strike with full picket lines b) partially strike with phase 1 (work-to-rule) in schools c) partially strike with periodic/rotating job action d) continue negotiating e) return to work and re-escalate strike f) some/all of the above ReplyDelete Replies Caroline MackenzieSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:21 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:14 PM a) will expedite matters (I say less that 3 days)Delete Reply danabjornsonSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:05 PM I am thinking that a legislated, crappier contract would only be in effect for 2 years max (before elections...). If we take this offer, then we will be agreeing to this pseudo-E80. Should we win the court case (which we likely will), we will have to settle on the terms of the THIS negotiated contract which doesn't actually restore learning conditions; it simply allows for those conditions to be negotiated. If we say n, then we default to the 2002 contract, which DOES restore the language. A "yes" vote is saying that we are good on "crumbs"; a "no" vote is saying we want an actual meal. That's my understanding, anyway. Please correct me where I am wrong, Tara. :)ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:44 PM And word is IF they legislate, they could opt to legislate back Grade 10-12 only causing the union to have to lay off all teachers and re-hire based on seniority. That will tear the union at the seams pitting teacher against teacher for those positions. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:17 PM There will be a general strike if that were to happen! They better not do this. They will regret it.Delete Reply imaginefunlearningSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:09 PM Some good points on the background of our fight over the past 12 years, which I have been actively engaged in; however we need to recognize the climate we are in. We are not in Sask. people! We have just come through a very long summer!! We need to thank our @bctf bargaining team & recognize the toll this has taken on all of us & our families. I don't have the luxury of more time on the strike line. This may be as good as it gets. Let's read the agreement and consider getting back to work and making some $ again! That's my 2 cents worth, which would come in really handy right now!!!ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:18 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply RobSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:11 PM Go back in work to rule mode. Work this winter to recall every Liberal MLA. ThAt is the only way to apply pressure to these criminals. ReplyDelete Replies Kate RestonSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:03 PM Recall! Not sure who won the battle but the war is still onDelete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:14 AM Well said Kate... I agree 100%Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:20 PM I think say NO and a better deal will be done in less than 3 days. These guys are not criminals, they are lower than that. I bet they get a sick pleasure in hurting the kids and the teachers.Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:31 PM An official recall is in the works: https://www.facebook.com/groups/316129595235450/?fref=ts Please consider joining.Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:26 AM Leah - do you honestly think anyone who voted BC Liberal did so thinking that they would act any differently on the education file?Delete Reply JJSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:16 PM I am glad to see other members who share my views. I am outraged at a 1.2 percent "raise" in salary per year that doesn't even meet inflation of currently 2%. I feel used and abused.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:23 PM Not to mention all of the other pittance! I am actually surprised that Iker asked teachers to vote on this! Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:18 PM Hi Tara Thanks for the summary! Will we be able to vote NO to the deal, but vote YES to returning to work? Will there be three options when we vote Thursday? Why did the BCTF agree to a substandard deal for us? If we vote no to a deal that was recommended to us, the teachers look like the bad guys and public approval will plummet. I am very disappointed and frustratedReplyDelete Replies KataSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:12 AM Public approval will not necessarily plummet. I have seen strikes where the membership has voted against the executive's "best results to date", and ended up with a better offer. This offer is an insult. The $300 million will not bring funding to the national average (I believe). More importantly, the wage offer is half of the average wage increase for public and private workers (StatsCan). Delete Reply MontySeptember 16, 2014 at 10:19 PM Thank you, Tara. My thoughts too, more clearly expressed. As well, Thursday is too soon to vote, too soon to vote, too soon to vote........ReplyDelete Richard ChalkeSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:21 PM Vote no and lose every shred of public support...just sayin!ReplyDelete Replies UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:31 AM I am a member of the public and would support a "no" vote. js!.Delete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:01 AM Richard Chalke, NO you won't! I am a mother with 3 adopted special needs children who need to be in a class that is designed for them and others like them (my kids are academically slightly delayed but their issues are more social and behavioural) where they can receive the education they deserve taught in a way they can comprehend. I will speak now for all the parents I know, and we will support the teacher's if they continue to fight for our children's best interest.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:28 PM It might not be pretty at first, but once we explain things (and I hope the Mandarin-speaking teachers flood the Richmond organization that voiced their concerns), they will back us. The 3 billions that the judge came to is the first I hear about. This should be stated to every newsmedia comment section in the province. Minimize pickets and flood those outlets with commenters, just like the Liberals do. Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:45 PM I am a member of the public and a single Mother of a child in the public school system. You will NOT lose one bit of my support if you vote no. I know that you are sacrificing so that my child can have a better education, and I am most grateful for it. Having said that, I also know that you are exhausted and broke. I have been dreading that you may have to settle for less than what you (we) deserve because the government succeeded in breaking you. I am not in your shoes, so cannot judge. If the vote is a yes, I understand and I am still behind you. Delete Reply Alison RocheSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:25 PM It is a crap deal. It's always a crap deal. Once you raise the stakes to striking, anything else is a cave in. The last time we walked out was the 3 day illegal strike where I threw away 1200$ and got EXACTLY the same contract I had the year before. The BCTF called it a win because they didn't rip up MORE of my contract. Ridiculous. There are a few of us that believe that working to contract, doing 100% of your teaching job and nothing more (like paying for supplies out of your own pocket or EC) is the only way teachers will survive this government. What if they get re-elected again? Then what? Teachers have lost thousands to these clowns to make "statements" about the state of public education in this province. We can't keep sacrificing ourselves and our families. And in the meantime, you talk to parents about why you have to take this crappy road. Because up until this strike they mostly didn't care about the state of education, but god forbid you didn't run a Sports Day. Then suddenly they wanted to know what the hell was going on. Keep the conversation going in schools. Attend your PAC meetings and stop enabling this govt to underfund and overwork the system. And still get paid!ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:20 AM I am very excited at the prospect of returning to my beloved job on Friday. However I will NOT continue to put my personal money into my classroom and I will be seriously reconsidering my involvement in extra curriculars. I think we shoot ourselves in the foot with all the unpaid work we so willingly volunteer to do. Delete Reply FCSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:38 PM I heard a rumour last week from a loose lipped government insider that after the 22nd, depending on the outcome of the negotiations the Liberals were going to announce a 3 step process. I was not clear if this was based on 3 steps to resolve the strike (perhaps the 3rd step is legislation??) or 3 steps to overhaul the education system, either way, they will settle it outright. I wish you all luck and all the information that you need to make a sound decision of what you feel is best.ReplyDelete Replies Lisa BurrowsSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:53 PM I have heard similar rumours. On the 23rd, the gov. was planning on introducing a $6000 per year voucher system for 3 choices: an academic or trades program, or something called EducationCanada. Not clear whether their intention was to privatize the public system, de-certify teachers and hire them back under new wage/benefits. Not clear where these rumours originated from. Maybe fear tactics to get teachers to vote yes. In any event, I plan on voting yes. I signed up to be a teacher, not a martyr. This strike has cost us a lot. We need to regain our livelihood and hopefully continue the conversation about class composition. We have at least awakened many people to the issue, and the court case is still an avenue that could eventually improve teaching and learning conditions.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:33 PM I urge all teachers to fight and say NO to this deal. Retired teacher who had to retire because horrendous work conditions. Make me proud. They will not last long if you say NO! I know this is tough, but there is money and I hear that Van City does offer loan at low to 0 %. Banks do allow you to miss a mortgage payment. Go talki to your banker.Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM Will school districts require teachers to make up missed days, as suggested in the media? Will the school calendar be changing to make up for the missed three weeks and if so will we be made aware of those changes PRIOR to the vote? ReplyDelete KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:41 PM "Wages..... We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut." And that is the cost of going on strike!!! There is nothing that can be done about that. You cannot go on strike and put up the raise you want every week to compensate for your time on strike - it doesn't work that way.ReplyDelete Replies Drew StevensonSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:59 AM I believe the missing "..." Suggests that they meant to refer to the losses against inflation since the last wage step increase. Thus this contract does not allow us to recover the buying power lost to inflation since the last non contract or "0%" year. Add those up and compare against the proposed increase and you see that by the end of the contract, we won't be able to afford the same value of goods (loaves of bread, watts of energy, litres of gas) that we could at the end of the last contracts term. It was not a comment about wages that were lost in the strike. Those are really small potatoes when compared to the grinding power of inflation over years and years. The next contract will use this latest for a bench mark so these losses to inflation will grind at all teachers for as long as they teach. A death of a thousand cuts to our ability to afford basic goods and services. Any raise less than inflation is a cut to the value placed on us and on our ability to pay our bills. Delete Reply Ed SSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:09 PM Having lost $20,000 (including summer school wages) as the single income for a family of five is far too much; I will be voting YES to the deal, unless the independently wealthy teachers out there who wish to continue the strike will pay my bills and mortgage for me.ReplyDelete Replies Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:14 PM I feel ya. Yes for meDelete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:18 AM Ed S. With all due respect (and I mean that), how did you lose $20,000 in the strike? Teachers were out 2 weeks (all out) before they were supposed to be in June, and now 3 weeks for the start of school? It is my understanding that teachers don't get paid through the summer months. Please correct me if I'm wrong, wherever I'm wrong. Shouldn't you have been financially alright for the summer months at least? Also all teachers knew this strike had a possibility of extending into the new school year but no one teacher budgeted for this possibility? I'm truly just trying to get a clear picture of where this all stems. NO disrespect intended.Delete BlairSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:12 AM Kelly, not Ed but if you look at the numbers there was the 10% lockout haircut in May/June plus the loss of most of June and the loss of much of September. In our 1 teacher (1 non) household we calculated a $9 K - $10 K loss so far. If you add summer school earnings you can easily make the loss in the $20 k zone. As for budgeting, we budget for the summer, but did not expect the 10% haircut, nor the loss of June/Sept days which completely messed our budgeting calculations. A very good friend (single teaching mother) was crushed by the loss of the June income and is without a penny today.Delete Mr. SmoothSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:35 PM The only one who didn't get a haircut was Jim Iker... and he needs one more than anyone else. What's with that over-coiffed 70"s mullet Jim? Does wonders for the BCTF brand image!Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:55 PM Jim's hair is not open for discussion in a respectful space like this. As for his salary, he is a teacher who does not get paid when we are on strike.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:04 PM Totally agree!Delete Reply Mr. GSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:24 PM If I thought they could do any better I would agree with voting NO, but you have to be realistic. The BCTF does not use professionals to bargain and always ends up with much less than they promise the membership when asking for a strike vote. While this is not a great deal for teachers, I really think you're fooling yourself if you think it'll get any better.ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:02 AM BCTF needs to be replaced with younger more adept representatives and advocates. Also, we should be hiring professional contract negotiators - you don't go into battle with cut throat corporate types with a wooden knife. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:37 PM This is BAD deal! Say NO to it and show those (expletives) that we will not take it anymore! Come on! Show them that teachers have a spine! They will respect us, oddly!Delete Reply retaSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:51 PM I agree with Richard. Those in the public that are uniformed would be furious, and there are many teachers who just can't afford to use their wages as their voice any longer - too much has already been donated to the government. In my opinion, the deal is pretty lame. I am sitting on the fence.ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:24 AM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:26 AM So true!!! I cannot afford to fight this battle for public education any longer. Why is this my personal and professional obligation??? However I think this deal is weak weak weak. I also think its the best we are going to get. Ideologically I'm on the fence but my wallet will vote YES.Delete Reply SirThinksToo MuchSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:54 PM My wife and I will be voting "Yes" on Thursday for it is the middle path. The easy path would have been for us to go back to school with E-80 & E-81 over our heads. The difficult path would be for us to vote "No" and put our mortgage at risk and having to continue asking retired parents for handouts to feed a family with three kids. The middle path is the wisest choice for us considering the current political climate in which those who do not teach are the quickest to judge it harshly.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:41 PM I understand that this is really tough for you! I almost died teaching a few month ago. I had to quit. Please consider holding on and say no. Remember the short loss in salary will be offset in the LONG-RUn by better salary increase. This is a joke! They will be laughing at you even more if we accept this. This is a very bad deal! However, I do respect your position!Delete Reply DaleSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:16 AM Why would classroom conditions be better on October 9th after being legislated back? We have been outplayed because of our stubborn refusal to outdated, tired old tactics. It is because of these actions that have led us to this terrible deal. Time to reset, regroup and stock up for the long haul. Can't do it if half the members commit hara kiri on themselves. We are a union of professionals not a cult. ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:49 AM Could not agree more.Delete schreck!September 17, 2014 at 9:44 AM Could you please advise which tactics you believe could have been used to secure a superior deal?Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:47 AM Full disclosure: I'm a BC Liberal supporter. The only people who would benefit from a NO vote are the BC Liberals. Teachers would be bargaining with no leverage whatsoever and would be viewed by a large segment of the population as unreasonable. The BC Liberals then get portray themselves as the only party capable of dealing with the BCTF. schreck! says that the BCTF has the government on the ropes, but he couldn't be farther from the truth. The government wants people to view the BCTF as their primary opponent. Disputes like this just shore up the BC Liberal base and protect its right flank. Any half-baked recall campaign will only reinforce that. It's true teachers aren't going to recoup the lost wages from the strike. I would suggest to you that that means this job action was probably not in teachers' interests, especially without any sort of appreciable strike fund. This is the best deal teachers were ever going to get with this government and people should have been able to recognize that in June. If you want my advice (which you probably don't), it would be to spend the next 5 years building up a strike fund, electing better leaders, and hiring a professional negotiating team. Don't bring a knife to a gunfight and expect things to go well. Focus on getting the best deal you can from whoever the government is rather than trying to change the government, the HST, Kinder Morgan or a thousand different issues that distract from education and erode the union's finances further. You'd be doing yourself a favour, and probably doing the NDP a favour at the same time. Also, if schreck! is David Schreck, you can thank his opposition to STV for the last two BC Liberal majorities. I know I do.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:11 PM One step would be to stop making political contributions to the NDP. This only contributes to the childish animosity and lack of trust that has constantly characterized negotiations. How else can the Socreds/Liberals view teachers except as enemies when they so publicly support their opponents. This stupid confrontational immature approach has to STOP!!!!! Education should not be a political fight when it is so obviously a valuable benefit to our society. It was an NDP government that legislated teachers back to work in 1993. Stop making education a political fight.Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:10 PM I don't think they have to go that far. CUPE and the Nurses still contribute to the NDP yet they don't have the same acrimonious relationship. CUPE and the Nurses just make their members their priority, and broader advocacy second.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:55 PM Ryan (possibly a Liberal paid commenter), with all due respect, I disagree with you. The cumulative increase in lieu of this will be better. Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can. I say to Iker, ask for 6% over 3 years because these people love to play the 15% over 15 year game to make it so big on the surface. Some people think that this is 15% every year. Believe me! I have seen it in comment sections. Others believe that the 15% is too high not understanding that they must divide things over the duration of the contract. It is time that we play it smarter. It is time to put the foot down and ask for money given to us by other unions, if it is needed. Banks can accept one late mortgage payment. It would be suicidal for them to not help. Imagine the possible damage if that ever leaks out. They could lose a lot in teacher money. I for one would pull my money out of a bank in support! Teachers are going to show this government that we have a spine! Enough is enough! Aren't you tired of being treated like kids? (Retired teacher who almost died in a car accident because of work conditions that were horrendous. I had to quit.)Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 AM Not paid by the BC Liberals. I pay them actually... :/ I imagine astroturfers of any affiliation wouldn't disclose their bias. "Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can." How did that work in May 2013? If the teachers reject a contract that their own union endorsed, it will make teachers seem unreasonable. Whether that perception is true or fair is irrelevant. It's what will happen, and teachers will be weaker as a result. Take my advice. Build up a strike fund and focus on the internal governance of the BCTF for the next 6 years. You'll be better off for it. Or not. I don't mind you or others making it easier for the party I support to get elected. I'd just rather not see kids and teachers hurt in the process.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:37 AM Ah! The "don't-hurt-kids" card, hey, when you have underfunded education for 12 years! WOW! That takes the cake! Are your trolling? Oh! You are serious? :) Would you be surprised if I don't follow your advice, considering your lack of logic? Would you be surprised if others don't follow your advice? It is ttue that bullies like you and your ilks love to show who is the boss, who is the teacher now! I suspect that is at the root of the problem! No one wants to fail in school! No one wants to get the strap! Sad that today's teachers don't like it too! But, who cares, we are ... teachers! We deserve it! BAH! BAH! BAH!Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:22 PM That's fine. I look forward to another 16 years of BC Liberal government.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:41 PM 16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate! Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan! Sociopaths do that!Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 9:35 AM "16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate!" 16 years of our opponents still don't understand why they lost. Like I said, that's fine with me. If I said the Liberals would be in power for at least another 13 years back in 2004 you probably would have laughed too. Heck, if I told you on May 13 last year that the BC Liberals would be reelected on May 14 you'd probably have laughed too. And you were wrong. Why is that? Answer that question if you want the NDP to win the next election. Without a correct answer to it, the NDP's cause is hopeless. "Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan!" You feel they are flawed, and that's fine. I don't go around calling people who disagree with me sociopaths, nor do I accuse them of being paid shills. But I also don't feel much need to address your ad hominems. There are logical arguments to support your position, but argumentum ad hominem is not one of them. It's a textbook logical fallacy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 1:15 PM Ah! Now I get it! It is all ego-based! You think because you voted the winning party that you are a winner and we are losers! You think because you predicted that the Liberals would win, you are winner. That does not make YOU a winner or the Liberals! It is called DEMOGRAPHICS, you expletives. The baby boomers are getting old and because they have more assets and won't make a whole lot more for too long, they need to vote a govn't who is going to do just that! It is not rocket science! WOW! You think you are so superior when your party stole an election with 47% of the popular vote. That's not a majority and your party should not have been elected. BTW, did you delete from your ethical memory the words Ethnic voting scandal? The field is slanted and you know it. However, you are so willing to minimize, forget the scams and bad fairplay tactics like a sociopath is allowed to minimize or ignore his or victims emotions that you don't see that you are the loser, we are the victim of your constant bullying. 1% wage increases after years of 0% increases and you can justify that when Yahoo reports that the average Canadian can hope to get 2.5% this and next year: https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html You Liberals behave like fascists, but we can't call you that because that's not allowed! Well! Guess what? It is and you are. Live with it! You keep on dreaming you are a genius! :) I am retired, getting soon a nice pension, and laughing at you from a beach somewhere! AHAHA! Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 2:14 PM What's with the name calling Peter? For someone claiming to be retired you really don't show the wisdom of age. For someone who talks about logic, you use logical fallacies like ad hominems a lot too. It's a fair point that the BC Liberals didn't get a majority of the vote (and I'm a very big supporter of electoral reform). The BC Liberals + Conservatives did though, and I don't think it's realistic to expect the BC Conservatives to have been more generous had they been part of government. Last time I checked I just voted. I didn't "victimize" anyone. Perhaps your rage is misplaced. If you think the election was "stolen" I'm afraid I have to question your grasp on reality though. "Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?" I'm glad you'll have a pleasant retirement Peter. I have no ill will towards you. I'm not sure why you think I do. I'm not saying people were *right* to vote BC Liberal. That's a matter of opinion. All I'm saying is people *did* vote BC Liberal. More voted BC Liberal than BC NDP for the last 5 elections in a row actually. You need to understand why that happened in order to change it for the next election. Clearly you're not interested in that though. Which is fair enough. Just remember next time you're upset about something the BC Liberals do that your lack of interest is part of why the BC Liberals get elected at all.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 3:23 PM I love your culture --or the lack of thereof! Guess what, stop thinking averybody is white and must follow your little rules. Namecalling? Sociopath? Whaaaat? And, what if you are? Still can't call you that? :) You fascist right-wingers are big on censorship! I just don't like you giving us lessons on how to get the NDP in. As stated, people are voting right of the NDP because it is a matter of demographics and a little ethnic vote buying on the side. The rest is mumbo jombo. Yes, of course, they will have to go on strike in the future and yes they will have to build a strike fund. The Liberals stole that from the BCTF too! And, you wonder why I don't have any respect for them? Yes, electoral reform is needed! We agree!Delete Reply JJ GeorgeSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:46 AM As a parent, I support the teachers and respect whether they choose to vote yes or no. However I noticed a discrepancy here from other information I've read regarding prep time for elementary teachers. Here it states minimal improvement to prep time - only 10 minutes per week being added. Elsewhere I read that it is 100 minutes per week for prep, increasing by an additional 10 minutes in the final year. That is a significant difference, and worth noting. Or have I completely misunderstood?ReplyDelete Replies Anne-MarieSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:59 AM Elementary teachers currently have 90 minutes of preparation time per week so an increase to 100 minutes per week is only gaining 10 minutes. In other provinces and some private schools they have as much as 45 minutes of prep time per day.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:56 PM Thank you for inquiring!Delete DW ZSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:57 PM You're right JJ George. There is a significant difference around the province regarding preparation times. In my district elementary teachers currently get 100 minutes of prep time. This new proposal is useless to me. I'll have to wait 6 years to gain an extra 10 minutes. Delete Reply UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:11 AM Almost nobody gets cost of living adjustments. Also inflation is NOT 2%. Do some research and look at the CPI for BC over the last 24 months. The average over the last 2 years is 0.7%, not 2%. The CPI changes every month so you cant just look at the highest month and declare that THE inflation rate. Check out the 12 month averages document for the actual numbers. http://www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/StatisticsBySubject/Economy/ConsumerPriceIndex.aspx All that being said I support the teachers. if you think this is a bad deal as a parent my dream would be for the teachers to vote no but continue bargaining because I do think the kids need to be in school and I do fear that the teachers will lose all support if the strike continues. All I ask as a parent is that you do your own research and try not to be swayed by all the opinions. ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:01 AM Inflation for August was 2.1% (http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/economy/cpi-report-expected-to-reveal-rise-in-canadas-core-inflation-rate/article20593943/). The CPI is a year-over-year calculation.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:43 AM Inflation should be looked at as a yearly average, not an individual month.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:34 PM The lawyers do not believe we have compromised our court deal. Our leadership would not have sold us out. We dodged a bullet. The Premier had something loaded even if we are not sure what it was. The idea that we could simply return to work is not guaranteed. I think a no vote could easily lead to the Liberals locking us out again because the Premier wants to crush us and she will use any excuse. She did not want to take the advice of her people and do this deal. I am certain a plan for drastic action (where we have to take the concessions they had planned) or worse - was in place. We can't guarantee the press will do any better job explaining the complexities should we say no. They rarely sided with us in markets outside of Vancouver where people are more political and they often misled or allowed others to mislead. They are not helping and would sensationalize. This would see dissolution of support very quickly - especially if we asked for wages. (Though admittedly it angers me that we can't ask for wages without being accused of being greedy when that is what most bargaining units do). But we have argued this is about kids and while this is not ideal - it is better to have teachers than not. The deal does suck in that it does not bring us to par - but this fight needs to be won with a strategy that is political and capacity will do that in another round. We have some support - but it is limited to the choir. We need to have the pews too. We need to build that capacity while working and continue to find allies because the fight is bigger than most people want to consider. This is about ideology and about privatization. Education always was political but never more so than now and we have to fight this party or the conservatives who would do the same or worse. No teacher who is responsible can ignore the politics any longer. That is simply the truth. If you work in the system you better get informed and you better be prepared to fight until retirement for the system. That said, I want to ask the same question others are asking: Why is this the job of 42,000 teachers and not the job of all citizens who want equality to fight for this right? It is time (while the conversation is still on-going and up to and including election night) for us to guide the public where we can but mainly play our part by not propping the system up. Make poverty known. Make noise about shortfalls, ask questions (in the media or in board offices ) about who is going to fix it instead of paying ourselves, volunteer some but wait for the pubic to step up so they see what schools lack. I hate the deal too. But I trust Vince Ready and Iker and I don't think we could have done better right now. I think we dodged a bullet because I have read everything this government has put out and followed the trail. They plan to privatize and they are just looking for the route. Voting YES for now does not mean we are giving up. It does not mean a win in the way we wanted but we have won a battle that will lead to us winning the war. If we don't rest up and stock up we might not get there.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:57 PM Well, if it is bigger than just this battle, then we will need ALL the unions to strike if they do indeed use drastic (draconian) measures. I say it is time for ALL of the unions to call a general strike. I guarantee that they will not like that one bit. What will they do then? Call the army? :) People in Europe, at the end of the 19th century stood up in mines. General strikes do occur in Europe and have. If you think you had it tough, think of them who stood tall for US in tougher times and conditions. Make sacrifices. Sell furniture. Tutor on the side. Ask for the BCTF money. Ask your banker to help. As friends and relatives. If we say NO, it won't last long. If they legislate us back, let's call a general province-wide strike of all unions. Delete Reply Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:47 AM Between CC's smug smile as she celebrates slaughtered teachers and Jim Iker's goofy grin - seemingly unaware that he has been a willing puppet, I am thoroughly disgusted. Over the next 5 years, teachers will be in an increasingly bad situation financially, classrooms will continue to be too large and complex with increasing medical, social and environmental issues impacting academic delivery. It could not be less obvious that things will continue to worsen. The Liberals have ensured that BC is rapidly becoming the Canadian Monaco for rich off shore interests and wealthy corporations. Soon the underpaid "workers" will have to be bussed in daily to Vancouver - Asian style. The only recourse is to move to just about any other province and bring in up to $100,000 more over the six years with much less cost of living. So we are bailing, encouraged by friends who have gotten positions in Manitoba and Alberta. My colleagues and I discovered through contacting several school boards across Canada that specialist (special needs and behavioural) and secondary science teachers are in particular demand. I want to work in a professional, respectful environment where the needs of all children are considered a priority and where I feel inspired to do my best. However, I want my vote to reflect the wishes of teachers who will be here over the next 6 (5) years, so very much appreciate your blog and opportunity to read the comments.ReplyDelete Bert SlaterSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:11 AM To vote YES will throw away 12 years of effort, and 2 victories in BC Supreme Court. To vote YES will be to snatch defeat from the jaws of victory. If you vote YES what bargaining power do you think you will have - the government will do nothing, and then what do you think you will do - take job action? PLEASE VOTE NO.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:59 PM Time to show you have a spine!Delete Reply RodSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:06 AM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Cool HandSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 AM Wouldn't a 'No' vote be a vote of no confidence in the BCTF itself?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:02 AM Not at all. It is just a message to the leadership we need to do better. The strength of the union is the members, and we support the leadership by giving them direction through democratic means.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:40 PM I disagree. How else can a recommendation by the EC to vote yes be interpreted? Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:00 PM I am sure people will interpret this both ways, but it is a vote. If it is supposed to be a "Yes", because it might be interpreted one way, then why bother having a vote?Delete Kate TSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:07 AM Yes , it would be. I don't think we could come out much better than this with this government. How will a No obtain that? Christy will be happy, she can declare the BCTF gone and roll out her plan to privatize. Delete Reply David DeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:06 AM A no vote would be a rejection of a the court victories defied by the government and an inadequate deal containing some vague promises that won't meet the needs of teachers or students on class size and other important issues.In Ontario elementary teachers get 200 minutes of prep time per 5 day cycle. I know there is financial hardship, but the union has received close to $2 million in donations from other unions; is there no way of accessing hardship funds? At minimum, vote no and return to work on work to rule with various strike options.ReplyDelete Erica JonesSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:25 AM This article actually makes me so mad. It is NOT better for the kids that they have missed almost all of june and all of september. This is what you signed up for in BC as a teacher. Get on board or GET OUT.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:20 PM Is this really what teachers signed up for? At my high school, each class has about 30 kids, with an average of 17 kids per classroom with an identified learning disability. Our district says that there should be no more than 4 kids per classroom.. How do you expect non-specialist teachers to help each student when over half of them require more resources because of a learning disability? Furthermore, are you generalizing the "better-ness" to all the kids in BC? Because I don't think that it would be better if kids went back considering the learning environment isn't up to par. There are barely any Education Assistants, and support teachers for the multitude of children who need them. While I recognize and appreciate your enthusiasm for education, please realize that the public school system isn't a daycare. Also, please think about your words and the learning environment prior to speaking out. By the way, we're not an autocracy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:08 PM I can understand your frustration! Understand mine! I almost died at 7:30 pm one night returning from teaching a FI split class with several students who did not get enough support or no support at all. The principal expressed to me that he expected me to teach 2 different social studies programs and 2 different science programs. ANYONE I talked to knows that this is impossible to do, especially in French Immersion when kids get no support at home and books are often too hard for students to read. I had to quit my job. I did it for me and did it for the kids. I was like a surgeon who is asked to operate on 5 patients with an old scalpel with 2 inexperienced nurses. Predictably, 4 patients would die and I would be reprimanded! Teachers are put in terrible conditions and kids too. I hope you have the openmind to consider the reality of this honest personal anecdote. I also wish you to understand that this is likely not an isolated incident. What will it take? A kid to commit suicide because he or she is not getitng enough support?Delete Reply hilarySeptember 17, 2014 at 10:29 AM It is incorrect to equate lost funding with what the teachers would have received in grievances. The two are not equivalent. The starting position of the BCTF was $225M, so they never expected $3B to resolve grievances. I'm also interested to know where you get your figures on overcrowded classrooms. A recent Globe and Mail article says that classrooms are, on average, smaller than the caps set in 2002.ReplyDelete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:36 AM The signing bonus should be roughly $2500 each: 105 million divided by 41 thousand.ReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:53 AM It is not that simple. The $105 million is to be allocated by the union. The term "signing bonus" has been crossed off on the signed document. Some of that money may be used to pay union debts. Don't know this but clarification would be useful.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:16 PM Just quoting from the CBC news website, "And finally there are details of $105-million fund to settle grievances stemming from the ongoing court case. The BCTF says that money will be given out as a signing bonus, with specific amount yet to be determined."Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:34 AM I think it would be smart to put at least part of it into your strike fund.Delete Reply WheelsSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:55 AM If the money is used as a signing bonus, it should be based on FTEReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:12 PM Yes I am sure it will be based on FTE. The question is how much of the $105 Million is actually distributed. This is up to the union, and I am told that it is yet to be decided.Delete GuruSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:44 PM And don't forget all the retired teachers who are entitled to a share of it.Delete Reply Geoff OrmeSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:18 PM In another discussion of this someone suggested that under BC Labour Law a no vote means rejection of the proposed deal, and that means the strike continues until either: - the union in question elects to stand down - another tentative deal is presented or - the government imposes a legislated contract. I think the last of these is the most likely, and I believe the legislated contract would be draconian and brutal. What do you think, Tara? Also, I would appreciate your thoughts on Sandy Garossino's comments at https://storify.com/Garossino/should-teachers-accept-the-contractReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:14 PM If this is so, in a few month (likely a couple of years), teachers will win so much more with a Supreme Court judgment! It is possible that the Liberals know that the higher courts are stacked by Liberal judges (that is what happen when judges are chosen, not elected). In any case, a negative settlement (or not a great judgment) will galvinize the public to reform the way the Supreme court judges are being chosen. I doubt that any govn't will want that to happen. A legislated contract will make the LIbs look like sociopaths and dictators.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:47 PM Peter I think you are expecting far too much from the public, many of whom are only paying attention to this matter due to kids being home from school. The public are not remotely this savvy on the political process.Delete Reply IslanderSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:09 PM I am a continuing education teacher. We have it even worse and we are not listened to enough about our poor conditions. Those include no prep time (and we do have to mark and do report cards many times a year sometimes and commonly for 30 students in a class), travelling to different schools with no compensation, and having next to no breaks in between 3 hour classes. I worked for two years with no lunch break and taught 6 hours straight (just 15 min. breaks) to be told, "don't complain since there are others who will do it". We then got 15 min. breaks in between classes. Most of our students are wealthy immigrants, many who try to stay in classes as long as possible since the classes are free. After spending a year in Germany, I realize how better organized it is where the immigrants pay to learn the language on a sliding scale, and have to pay for a student book as well for each class. We do not even have text books, but photocopy so much at tax payers' expense. This is not right. I then teach summer school since we were not on a 12 month continual salary and most of those students are also immigrants (at least 75%). This is also free and it is becoming so common and the new immigrants know this is free babysitting and tutoring. I think one main problem is that we have so many new immigrants in our classes who need ESL like this article states about our inclusion style of education nowadays: http://www.vancouversun.com/life/Shelley+Fralic+trouble+with+schools/10203596/story.html I am honored to be teaching and like my job, but it does get exhausting especially since I need two or three jobs to pay the mortgage that I now no longer have.. back to renting since it all I can afford in this city that has become so expensive. And many don't realize that it is very very difficult to get to full time work as a teacher here. There was a formula that made it take about 10 years to get to f/t (now finally changed). I have been without pay for 3 months, and now had to finally rent a place in anticipation of returning to work, so I have to vote "yes", but please keep the comments coming for what alternatives we have. Maybe we have to just educate the public in a better way than picketing; maybe get out and walk around malls and talk to people and hand out pamphlets on how this liberal government is hurting this. Most Asians (probably just the new who are from such a different system) are already against the teachers since they do not seem to understand what is going on. http://www.vancouversun.com/Business/asia-pacific/Chuck+Chiang+Many+Asian+families+place+blame/10202757/story.htmlReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:17 PM First of all, myn thoughts are with you! I think your ideas about using different strategies is smart. Picketing is not a very good strategy to let people know about things. I think using the membership to flood media comment sections would be more effective. Going to talk to the public might be a good idea along with this, I think. Phone the BCTF and ask for support.Delete Reply Marsha HolleySeptember 17, 2014 at 1:36 PM A teachers wife Vote no you have come to far to back down. It is a -----Y DEAL. ReplyDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:45 PM Ask yourself WHY teachers cannot get 1/2 of the average increase in salary of the private sector? (The Libs will tell you because there are sooooooo many teachers, but I also hear that there are provinces where there is a need for teachers!) TORONTO - A new study says that Canadians, on average, can expect about the same size salary increase next year as in 2014. Human resources consultants Pal Benefits says a survey of 401 organizations, mainly in Ontario, Alberta and British Columbia, projected salary increase for 2015 at an average of 2.79 per cent. That was almost unchanged from the 2.74 per cent average increase projected in last year's survey. Meanwhile, in addition to the average salary increase remaining relatively steady year over year, the survey found that the percentage of employers who plan to freeze salaries appears to have stabilized at eight per cent —in the same percentages as was projected in 2014. Breaking down the numbers further, the survey found the average salary increase anticipated in the engineering, financial services and high technology sectors was three per cent. That compared with an average of 2.5 per cent on the low end for organizations in durable manufacturing. https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.htmlReplyDelete "Mama Rose"September 17, 2014 at 9:12 PM I used to agree with you, Tara, and appreciate you bringing these items to your blog to get us all thinking. But after a very long night and day of research and discussion, I realize I will be voting yes tomorrow. Here is why: I don't care about salary or benefit increases. That is not why I went on strike. I don't care if this tentative deal is not good for teachers. That's not why I went on strike either. For me, the single most important issue is class size and composition. I want to work in a classroom where I have enough time and resources available to me to adequately help all the students I teach. And while it is true that this tentative deal will not change anything in the classrooms right now (or at least most of our classrooms), I realized that we couldn't actually make changes in that area because the issues of cs and c is before the courts. When I made that connection and realized that this round of bargaining was really about a "good enough" agreement regarding wages, then the deal seems, well... good enough. BUT, the best part, is the language the BCTF legal team made around the furture court decision (the re-opener). They have it in writing that if we win the court case (which is likely) and when we have to start bargaining class size and comp again (that is exactly what Justice Susan Griffin said we would have to do) we will be STARTING from the 2002 levels. To make this simple to understand, I explained it to my friends using a number line. With this new language, the BCTF starts the next round of bargaining at say a 50. The government will want us to go to 10 or 15, and we'll compromise and end up maybe 25. But WITHOUT that language, we would have started bargaining at a 10 and only gone down from there. So I do believe it is the best deal possible, it still factors in the biggest issue (from my perspective), we do not lose the important gains of the past, and most importantly, everyone gets to go back to school.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 PM Mam Rose, I appreciate your point of view and your courage. However, let me point out to you and the readers that a decision at the BC supreme court might not turn out the way teachers anticipate. We all know that judges are appointed and who does the appointing? "All justices of the BCSC (including the position of Chief Justice and Associate Chief Justice) are appointed by the federal cabinet, on recommendation of the Minister of Justice. Masters are appointed by the provincial cabinet, on recommendation of the Attorney General in consultation with the Chief Justice." (Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Supreme_Court_of_British_Columbia) Now, I would like to think that all of those people are objective, but they are appointed and we know that there are political appointments. They have a lot of discretion over the laws and judgments. I am willing to bet that the BC Liberals do know this and are betitng the farm (or do they know something we don't know) that the Supreme Courts are stacked against teachers? So, I am not sure if we can count on a WIN if we proceed with the court ruling. I think we would be better to negotiate and negotiate a better deal.Delete Reply retaSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:57 AM Yes...no...yes...no...The last two days have been this. I’ve read so many articles and comments over the past few months and, I can say, I have learned a lot. I know this is not a great deal for teachers right now. I will be voting yes. This is why… 1. The children. Without going into the multiple issues (e.g., grad, post secondary, trades, sports, global education/trips, planned activities, those with varying degrees of special needs, those that need a soft place to land, etc., etc.) the children need to get on with their education. 2. The parents. For many parents, this strike is a financial burden. We do not like to be called baby sitters, but for many living below the poverty line, school is a financial relief. Winter is coming; gas bills will be expensive. 3. Poverty. Remember, BC has the highest child poverty rate in Canada. Schools feed and clothe numerous children. 4. The other systems educators work collaboratively with. MFCD, CYMH, foster parents, group homes, and the multitude of non-profit agencies that support vulnerable children and families are bursting at the seams. We are a part of that team. 5. CUPE. While some have been paid during this strike, that money is coming from districts. It was not provided by the government. And, CUPE is a partner in education - from the bus drivers to the tech dept to custodians to secretaries to EAs and so on. 6. Small Businesses. In our little towns, the school district is the number one employer. There is a direct cause-effect relationship between loss of wage and loss of business. 7. Money. The amount of money that is needed to reverse the erosion of the public education system over numerous years cannot be recouped in one sitting. This agreement is a start. It’s not much but the stage has been set. 8. THE COURT CASE. That is why we were on strike. All the other stuff could have been resolved months ago, but our government was working hard to make the court case go away. Well, it still exists. I consider that the victory. We live to fight another day (as rhetorical as that sounds) AND I hope people actually read the ruling and think critically about how a loss could impact the future of the Charter of Rights, and the power of government to contravene those rights. I am guessing we will vote to ratify as so many fear “what’s next?” from this government. It’s nasty business, and I think legislation would be next. VALUING PUBLIC EDUCATION needs to come from a STRONG, CONSISTENT public voice. If we do ratify the agreement, and those in the profession and public think we've given up, we have not. We’ve been fighting for years. We just haven’t been heard… until now. ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:21 AM I understand your point of view, but sometimes you have to fight to get what you want. This is a VERY bad deal, considering: Other people get on average 2.5% salary increases last year and this year and the next and the rest of us get 1% and must feel happy if we do.? (https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html) THIS DEAL is a horrendously BAD deal for kids/parents as well, of course. We are going to continue to be humiliated and be the laughing stock of many people of this province. After a decade of paycuts, WOW, this is what they are willing to offer! WOW! WOW! WOW!Delete Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:30 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Reply Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:37 PM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:08 PM Let's cross our fingers! I think we need a general strike by all unions if CC legislates teachers back. It is time to put the foot down and tell her and the Liberals that, as in the movie Network,"I am mad as hell and I won't take it anymore!"Delete Reply Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 8:26 PM Needs help on some stats for an online debate Looking for the last 10 or 15 years of contractual salary increases in %. So, 1% for 2001, 0% for 2002,...ReplyDelete Children FirstSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:00 PM Well it's all done now. Really hope the teacher's can find another angle to deal with class size and composition as well as student funding. The government will make sure the coming court case never swings your way no matter what. 2nd most expensive place to live in the the world!!! Wonder why and where the money goes??? ReplyDelete AnonSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 PM I'm an outsider, but have followed closely this whole fiasco and this is a RAW deal. Your union hung you out to dry on this one - taking a really bad deal (clearly no one from the BCTF had rudimentary math skills in their toolbox) and then publicly encouraging to the media that teachers accept the deal....what choice did you have - a no vote would have outraged the public. I could go on and on, but the bottom line, in my opinion, is that your union better get some stronger leaders who are PR and technology savvy. Out with Iker and the rest of those who bargained on your behalf - they just got ......well , we know that happened. Whew, can't even believe how screwed you got, absolutely amazing - nothing meaningful gained in the big picture and only very minor gains for a small group of people, bigger losses for the majority.. Wow - I better stop now. Best of luck. Thanks for all you do for our children. ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ▼  September (9) Reflections on the BC Teacher Strike BC Teacher strike - Lessons learned Response to Sandy Garossino Will the Education Fund improve classroom conditio... Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Class composition: a human rights perspective Class size and composition - a short visual histor... Guest post - I WILL HOLD THE LINE Teachers - let your leadership know it is time to ... ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=30606,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2013 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 26, Number 1, September 2013   World education news  World Action Year and Quality Teaching Education International (EI), the federation of national teacher unions from 170 countries, is launching the “World Action Year” campaign this October to mobilize teachers, students, and parents worldwide to pressure governments to invest in creating quality systems of education. This international campaign dovetails with the BCTF Better Schools for BC campaign that puts quality teaching and learning front and centre of public education. With 30 million teachers and educators acting in concert, this World Action Year has the potential to become influential and powerful. Check out EI’s website: http://www.ei-ie.org/en/  Minnesota and Seattle teachers take on standardized testing St Paul, Minnesota, teachers have had it with the standardized testing agenda and federal No Child Left Behind laws. They proposed bargaining language to limit the amount of testing that happens in their schools. St Paul Federation of Teachers’ president Cathryn Richer says both teachers and students are spending way too much time preparing for and writing tests. Unsurprisingly, the school district is not ready to sign-off on such language. Undeterred and inspired by St Paul teachers, Julie Blaha, president for Anika-Hennepin Minnesota teachers, mused that the time is ripe to raise these issues in bargaining. “Our working conditions are our students’ learning conditions.” Seattle teachers also joined the growing US anti-testing movement boycotting standardized tests in January 2013 and succeeded. José Banda, superintendent of Seattle schools, announced in May that it will now be left to school leadership teams to decide which tests will be administered to high school students. (Some testing is still required for K–8 students.) They thought they could kill me—they cannot Malala Yousafzai, the young Pakistani woman, gunned down by the Taliban on a school bus in 2012 because she was a girl who wanted an education addressed the United Nations, July 12, 2013. On this day, also her 16th birthday, she boldly and eloquently stated that she would not be silenced by extremists who try to prevent girls from getting an education. She stated, “The terrorists thought they would change my aims and stop my ambitions, but nothing changed in my life, except this: weakness, fear and hopelessness died. Strength, power, and courage was born.” Visit YouTube to view her address to the UN in full. http://bit.ly/1cCoNPT  California law protects rights of transgender students A new law requires public schools to allow pupils from Kindergarten to Grade 12 to access male or female toilets according to their preference. The legislation also allows transgender school children to choose whether to play boys’ or girls’ sports. State Assembly Speaker John Pérez said it put “California at the forefront of leadership on transgender rights.” Massachusetts and Connecticut have state-wide policies granting the same protections, but California is the first to put them into law. _______________   Thanks to the StarTribune, MintPress News, and BBC News for information on the stories above.  Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=10046,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 3, Jan./Feb. 2003 An in-dwelling midst questions of student achievement by Laura Wood Richter At a district-wide orientation meeting for school planning councils I recently attended, the language of "student achievement" came up again and again. It was emphasized that school planning councils have as their main focus an improvement in student achievement. This led me to question what it is we mean by student achievement and how it is we plan to measure an improvement or lack thereof and the possible implications of the understandings and forms of measurement we adopt. I am interested in how we are to understand student achievement within a rapidly changing global context into which our children will constitute themselves as adults. I begin my considerations here with reference to Klein’s Etymological Dictionary, where I found the roots of the words in question. The word student comes to us from the Latin studere, meaning "to apply oneself to." Achievement has its roots in both the Old French achiever, meaning to accomplish, complete and in the Latin accapare, meaning "to come to an end." Here we would be led to understand that education has an end, a place of closure. Here student achievement would be understood as a measure of how much students have grasped when they get to the end. This understanding of student achievement is consistent with the understanding of education that led to the creation of the first schools. The schools were designed for indoctrinating young people into the scripts and religious texts of their time. I feel a sense of unease here, a discomfort with an understanding of education concerned with getting to the end—essentially a hurrying us to a place where nothing more is expected to happen. When we consider questions in terms of ends, we are drawn to the sorts of questions for which an end is possible, to those questions whose answers we already know. These are the kinds of questions that we can use to quantitatively measure student achievement. A measure of student achievement in such an understanding becomes a measure of how well the students grasp and demonstrate that which is wholly outside of them, that which already was before them, and that which is not altered by what it is they have to offer. This is the metaphor of the student as an empty vessel with the all-knowing teacher pouring preconceived knowledge in and the end—the student achievement—can be clearly measured by evaluating how well students are able to perform that which they have grasped. Standardized exams are useful in this context. Here, improvements in student achievement translate into students’ grasping and demonstrating their grasp of ever-increasing bodies of preconceived knowledge and skills. Value placed in the results of student achievement so measured, lead the classroom focus to shift further and further toward the metaphor of students as empty vessels and teachers as holding all the answers. Classroom time comes to be dominated by teacher talk and student memorization of information and practice of skills to be tested as teachers and administrators strive to better prepare their students to be measured. What is seen to be important is that which can and, even more narrowly, that which will be tested. This understanding (or misunderstanding) of education leads to cries for tougher standards and more standardized exams. Alfie Kohn, an internationally recognized educator, has devoted an entire book (The Schools Our Children Deserve: Moving Beyond Traditional Classrooms and "Tougher Standards") to a thoroughly researched and dramatic critique of the ineffectiveness at best of such an approach to education. We are struggling with many issues: ethical, political, economic, environmental, scientific... Threats of violence undermine our sense of security. Our planet is undergoing dramatic change in response to the demands we have placed upon it. Cries of "unsustainable" echo and reverberate around discussions of social programs, natural resources, political agreements... The way we are living on this planet is itself unsustainable, and for human beings to be spared the status of yet another species lost to extinction, we are called to make dramatic changes. In the words of Albert Einstein, "the problems that we have created cannot be solved at the level of thinking that created them." We are going to need to make changes in ways we have not yet considered. We do not yet have the "correct" answers to these important questions of survival. We--including our world’s experts--are not even sure what questions to ask. And as pedagogues in such times is it not important that we stand attuned to the quality of what is happening in our schools such that the very ways of being that make possible new levels of thinking are nourished and not extinguished? Are we not called to hold open classroom environments that would encourage a student like Albert Einstein, rather than find him unfit to be taught? Such an understanding of student achievement, where grasping and performing the one correct, preconceived answer dominates classroom life, leaves no space for a lived curriculum vibrant with questioning, with interrogating the status quo, with asking the questions that spring forth from each unique gathering of teacher and students bringing together diverse experiences and perspectives. It leaves no space for constituting and re-constituting new ways of understanding. It leaves no space for understanding to wind upwards, outwards, and downwards as understanding follows considerations of implications in the forming and re-forming of our understandings. Such a classroom space could not tolerate the genius driving Albert Einstein to question every strand of the status quo, his questioning threatening the very fabric of education so understood. And rather than risk the unravelling of the tapestry, Einstein was let go, excluded. The problem was clearly and unambiguously seen to be Einstein’s refusal to conform rather than a flaw in the tapestry itself. Here we stand, with so much changing around us, and we are called in our continuing leadership as educators to consider our educational tapestry. How are we to understand student achievement here? What place in this tapestry are standardized exams to hold? What is to be the place of the strand concerned with the one correct answer and how are the other strands to come together--strands of past and present and strands not yet? Laura Wood Richter is a former teacher whose children have just entered the school system. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/IssuesInEducation.aspx?id=5740,BCTF > Middle school report card FAQ  	BCTF > Issues in Education  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Issues in Education > Assessment, Evaluation and Reporting Middle School Report Card FAQ What report card format creates the least workload for teachers? There is no simple answer to this question. Doing report cards is a significant workload issue for teachers. Part of the solution to the workload problem may be in the format of the report cards. However, if it were all there, teachers in some school or district would have come up with a format by now that was widely recognized as solving the workload problem. Part of the problem is the expectations teachers tend to put on themselves. Many teachers advocate for report card formats that require them to do more work than is required by ministry policy. The reasons for doing these extras may be philosophically sound, but the additional time and thought put into reporting as a result needs to be weighed against the time and thought teachers could put into planning for classroom instruction or providing descriptive feedback, rather than marks, on students work. Because report cards have formats and deadlines, there is a tendency for them to grow in importance out of proportion to their relatively small role in the whole process of learning. Can there be one report card format for all the middle school grades or do we have to have separate formats for grades 6-7, and grade 8? Do teachers have to crunch numbers and calculate marks in order to arrive at letter grades? No. Teachers do not need to use numeric marks, or calculate percentages in order to arrive at letter grades. Letter grades are not defined in terms of percentages. Until Grade 10 there are not even percentages associated with letter grades. The definition of letter grades in ministry policy (Ministerial Order 192/94 Provincial Letter Grades Order, http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/legislation/schoollaw/e.htm) is in words: A The student demonstrates excellent or outstanding performance in relation to the learning outcomes for the course or subject and grade. B The student demonstrates very good performance… C+ The student demonstrates good performance… C The student demonstrates satisfactory performance… C- The student demonstrates minimally acceptable performance… I (In Progress or Incomplete) The student, for a variety of reasons, is not demonstrating minimally acceptable performance in relation to the expected outcomes. F (Failing) The student has not demonstrated, or is not demonstrating, minimally acceptable performance in relation to the expected outcomes for the course or subject and grade. The letter grade “F” may only be assigned if an “I” letter grade has been previously assigned for that course or subject and grade. Primary teachers do not need to crunch numbers and calculate percentages to determine whether a student is “not yet meeting expectations”, “approaching expectations”, “meeting expectations”, or “exceeding expectations”. In the same way, middle school teachers do not need to crunch numbers and calculate percentages to determine whether a student is demonstrating “excellent”, “very good”, “good”, “satisfactory”, “minimally acceptable” performance or is not demonstrating “minimally acceptable” performance in relation to the learning outcomes in the curriculum. An over-reliance on numeric marks can create problems. Giving students numeric marks does not help them learn the way giving them descriptive feedback on their work can. In addition, teachers often find that their judgments within broad categories are more accurate than what their calculators tell them. How can teachers give letter grades to ESL students or students with special needs? The Ministerial Order clearly states that a letter grade can only be assigned for a student with special needs or for an ESL student where the student is able to demonstrate her or his learning in relation to the learning outcomes for the course or subject and grade. Until an ESL student is able to demonstrate her or his learning in relation to the expected learning outcomes set out in the curriculum for the course or subject and grade, the student’s report card contains written comments only. what the student is able to do, the areas in which the student requires further attention or development, and ways of supporting her or his learning. Unless a student with special needs who has an IEP is able to demonstrate her or his learning in relation to the expected learning outcomes set out in the curriculum for the course or subject and grade, the student’s report card contains written reporting comments only. The written comments must address the student’s progress in relation to the expected outcomes set out in the student’s IEP. In both cases, written reporting comments must include what the student is able to do, the areas in which the student requires further attention or development, and ways of supporting her or his learning. Where appropriate, the report card for students on IEPs may also include comments describing ways to enable the students to demonstrate her or his learning in relation to the expected learning outcomes in the curriculum for the course and grade, and the time frame required to enable that. This is clearly more applicable to high incidence or “grey area” students who may be considered “behind” in school and can “catch up” if there is sufficient intervention, than to low incidence special needs students. Can a principal or vice-principal change the letter grade a teacher gives a student? Perhaps, but administrators are bound by the same Ministerial Orders as teachers so must also evaluate students’ progress in relation to the learning outcomes in the curriculum for the course or subject and grade. Teachers have professional autonomy in their professional judgments but should be prepared to defend their professional judgments about a student’s progress in relation to the learning outcomes to either a principal or a parent. Similarly, a principal who wants to change a student’s letter grade should be able to explain why, with specific reference to the student’s work, she or he feels that the student’s work meets the learning outcomes to a different degree than indicated by the original letter grade. No one is free to assign letter grades on any basis other than student progress in relation to the learning outcomes in the curriculum. The person who makes the evaluation of the student’s progress in relation to the learning resources in the curriculum and assigns the letter grade should sign the report card. Can teachers use the language of the BC Performance Standards in their written comments? Yes, teachers may choose to use the language of the BC Performance Standards in their written comments. However, it is better to use the descriptions in the body of the performance standards scales (e.g., “uses text features to preview and locate information”) rather than the column headings (e.g., “fully meets expectations’). The actual descriptions provide more information to parents. The BC Performance Standards for Reading, Writing, Numeracy, and Social Responsibility are non-mandatory resources. It says this in the preamble of each document. Teachers have individual professional autonomy about whether or not to use these resources in their classrooms. Whether or not a teacher uses the BC Performance Standards to inform their judgment is a matter of individual professional autonomy. Do Middle school teachers have to report on every subject area on every report card? Yes, teachers must report student progress in relation to the learning outcomes in each curriculum in the required areas of study on each report card. The required areas of study are set out in ministry policy (Ministerial Order M295/95 Required Areas of Study in an Educational Program Order, http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/legislation/schoollaw/e.htm) and are as follows: Grades 5 to 7 • English language arts, or in the case of a student enrolled in a Francophone educational program, French language arts • Social studies • a second language, or in the case of a French immersion student, French language arts • Mathematics • Science • Physical education • Fine arts • Personal planning How are teachers required to report on student behaviour, attitudes, work habits, effort, and social responsibility? The ministry policy requires that report cards include a “description of the student’s behaviour, including information on attitudes, work habits, effort and social responsibility.” The policy does not further clarify what “description of” means, so it could be interpreted to mean written comments, or G, S, and N, or a scale of some sort. Teachers do not have to use the BC Performance Standards for Social Responsibility when reporting on social responsibility, as the performance standards are non-mandatory resources. However, those performance standards are a good reference for what BC teachers mean by the phrase “social responsibility”—contributing to the classroom and school community, solving problems in peaceful ways, valuing diversity and defending human rights, and exercising democratic rights and responsibilities. Social responsibility is not the same as personal responsibility. Evaluation of a student’s social responsibility should not include whether they arrive with their books, pencils, and gym strip, and the like. About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11878&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2000 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 13, Number 2, October 2000 Health and safety by Lynne Sinclair Occupational Health & Safety Regulation 3.12: A person must not carry out or cause to be carried out any work process or operate or cause to be operated any tool, appliance, or equipment if that person has reasonable cause to believe that to do so would create an undue hazard to the health and safety of any person. The right to refuse unsafe work is one of the three basic health and safety rights of workers around the world. It is the most important right because if all else fails, the worker may refuse unsafe work and thereby be protected from injury or illness. Refusing unsafe work is the exception to the “work now, grieve later” rule of labour arbitrations. The right to refuse unsafe work is enshrined in legislation because society recognizes that occasions and circumstances will arise in which workers must make decisions on the spot; the health and safety of workers is paramount in these situations. In British Columbia, refusing unsafe work is actually an obligation. This is an important distinction for teachers who must be responsible not only for their own health and safety but also for that of their students’. The obligatory nature of the regulation means that teachers do not have to bear the weight of making a decision—they must not carry out work they believe is unsafe. In addition, the regulation includes the phrase “an undue hazard to the health and safety of any person” (emphasis added), which includes students. Teachers have refused unsafe work in a variety of situations. In many cases, simply the notice to the administrative officer has caused immediate action and results, eliminating an actual refusal of unsafe work. Refusal of unsafe work can regard one aspect of an assignment, not necessarily the entire assignment. For example, an art teacher may refuse to fire the kiln until it has been inspected and found safe but continue to teach all other aspects of art. Another example is a refusal of unsafe work which results in keeping a student who has been violent out of a class or school until a risk assessment, an investigation, and proper safeguards/ resources are put in place. This ensures the safety of the teacher and the other students and the continuity of instruction, and it also ensures that the student receives the necessary care and attention. A refusal of unsafe work can produce other positive results, such as a safe, new location. For example, a refusal to teach in a classroom with mould may result in a protective reassignment to another classroom or location until the unsafe condition is remedied. Teacher refusals of unsafe work have also resulted in increased staffing—teachers or teacher assistants. In addition, school security has been improved when teachers refuse to continue to teach without adequate protection in the face of violent threats; cell phones, additional supervision aides, a dedicated phone line, a security camera, and even security guards have been provided. A refusal of unsafe work involves four steps. The first step is to inform your administrative officer of the unsafe condition and that you are refusing unsafe work. The other steps are outlined in the Occupational Health and Safety Regulation, a copy of which must be in your workplace, and in the BCTF Health and Safety manual, which is online at www.bctf.ca/education/health/OHandS-Manual/. It is strongly suggested that teachers who refuse unsafe work seek union support and assistance from the outset. Should the refusal not be resolved at the first three steps, a WCB officer will investigate and decide whether the situation is unsafe. A worker cannot be disciplined for complying with the refusal-of-unsafe-work regulation. A teacher who becomes ill as a result of exposure to toxins in the workplace is entitled to benefits under WCB, which are obtained by filing a claim. However, once the teacher has recovered, the situation may change from a claim to a refusal of unsafe work. For example, the teacher may be well again but unable to be in the workplace where the toxins remain. The administrative officer must be notified of a refusal of unsafe work in this situation. The threat of a refusal of unsafe work has, in many cases, resolved the problem because it catches the immediate attention of management, administrative officers, health and safety committees, and the WCB. The bottom line is that the refusal-of-unsafe-work provision is there to protect us and our students; it works when we don’t. Lynne Sinclair is an assistant director in the BCTF’s Organization Support Division.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=20598,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > March 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 5, March 2010  Candidates for Executive Committee President Susan Lambert Teachers make a difference. We believe in what we do. We know what schools should be. We believe in the power of public education to build a just and equitable world. We know our autonomy to tailor our teaching to our students’ needs is critical to both engaging students in learning and maintaining the quality of public education. We see clearly the link between the drive to standardization, the erosion of the quality of the system, and the encroachment of privatization. That is why we have opposed the imposition of standardized tests. Our strong, clear and courageous voice is making a difference. More parents are withdrawing their children. There is growing condemnation of the rankings and a consensus that we must find a better way. Soon we’ll bargain a new collective agreement. We expect tough negotiations that will require unity, transparent processes, and engagement of all members at every step. Our principles, integrity and commitment to public education will empower our public voice. I am honoured to be running for election to be president of this union and pledge to work hard to involve members in decision making, to build consensus, and to honour our collective voice. EXPERIENCE: Provincial: BCTF 1st Vice-president (3 yrs.), BCTF 2nd Vice-president (3 yrs.), BCTF Executive member-at-large (1 yr.); AGM delegate (22), Task Force on the Code of Ethics, Trainer/ facilitator in Namibia (8 sessions) and South Africa (1 session), Staff Rep Trainer (5), WOW facilitator, Summer Conference participant and workshop presenter, BCTF OSD/PD Administrative Staff (4), Federation Appeals Board (2). Local: (Prince Rupert): Staff Rep (4), S/W Cttee. (1), Program Against Racism Chair (2), Bargaining Cttee. (1); Communications Officer (2), Labour Liaison Officer (3). (Burnaby): Vice President (2), LR (4), Leave of Absence Cttee. (2), Grade 7 Girls’ Conference (1), BTA Scholarship Cttee. (2), Job Action Cttee. (1). Teaching: 23 years—intermediate, teacher-librarian, learning assistance, gifted education, special needs resource. Education: Honors English BA (SFU), PDP (SFU), Teacher-Librarian Diploma (UBC). First Vice-President Jim Iker The needs of every child drives our passion to defend public education. Engaging members, new and experienced, and supporting all locals is critical for a strong, effective BCTF. Together, in unity and purpose, we make a difference. It is critical that we: advocate for necessary funding to ensure success for every student, and stop privatization. press for full, free, collective bargaining to enable firm class size/composition limits including multiage/grade classes, support for students with special needs and non-enrolling teacher caseloads. bargain new structures to enable meaningful local bargaining to address local needs. actively involve members and bargain improved salaries, benefits, prep time, TTOC conditions. continue to exercise our freedom of expression rights and professional autonomy. resist the externally mandated testing agenda. strengthen professional development networks and support for members. build coalitions to preserve our democratic and public institutions. engage in education and public policy. advocate for greater equity in our schools and communities. I believe in leadership that ensures democratic processes, seeks and listens to member input and provides pro-active and co-ordinated strategies. I bring you my experience and energy and value the opportunity to continue working on your behalf as 1st Vice-president. EXPERIENCE: Provincial: BCTF 2nd Vice-president (3 yrs.), Member-at-Large (5), Prov. Bargaining Team 2006, Learning Roundtable (2005ñ09), Social Justice Review Cttee. (1), CTF AGM Delegate (4 yrs.), Bargaining Mobilization Cttee. Chair (1), Prov. Bargaining Team, 1st 2 rounds of Prov. Bargaining, GR/LR (12), AGM delegate (19), Local Presidentsí Advisory Cttee. (2), Chair (1), BCTF Interim Bargaining Structures Cttee., Legislative Adv. Cttee/team, Staff Rep Training, Summer Conference Participant (26). Local: President (15), Bargaining Chair (2), Chief Negotiator, Local Bargaining (all 3 rounds), Bargaining Cttee. WLC Chair (2), Staff rep, District Health And Safety Rep (4), EAP District Cttee.(14), Teaching: 32 yrs. (full and part time) K/2/3/4/ 6/7, Learning Assistance, Counselling, Special Ed. Education: Honours BA McMaster, B.Ed Dalhousie, Various Counselling. Second Vice-President Glen Hansman As we head into bargaining at the local and provincial levels, it is important to continue to engage members and the other stake‚holders in advocating for the restoration of public education funding and for meaningful changes provincially and in our communities. I am committed to defending and expanding membersí rights, including TTOCs and newer members who are often the most marginalized segment of our membership. We have many tools available to us, and we use them well: political action and collective action by our members, bargaining, legal, public relations, supporting professionalism and the autonomy of our members, supporting membersí freedom of expression rights, involving ourselves in social justice and labour issues, and collaborating with other provincial bodies and allies. It is necessary that the Federation continue to employ all of these approaches to make improvements for the membership, for our students, and for public education. I will work carefully and respectfully with locals of all sizes to achieve our collective goals, and I would be honoured to serve as your Second Vice President. EXPERIENCE: Provincial: Member-at-Large Executive Committee (1 yr.), Teacher Newsmagazine Advisory Committee (2 yrs.), Social Justice Review Steering Committee, AGM delegate (6 yrs.), CLC Winter School (twice), bargaining training (twice), LR (alternate) (3 yrs.). Local: President (2.5 yrs.), Vice-President (2 yrs.), Local Bargaining Committee and Collective Agreement preparation, Communications chair, Pride Committee co-chair, Strike Co-ordinating Committee (2005), Local Election Contact (2005 & 2008ñ09), Staff Rep (2 yrs.). Teaching: District-level (2 yrs.), Elementary (5 yrs.), Secondary (1 yr.) Education: MA (UBC), B.Ed. (McGill), BA (Carleton). Member-at-Large Rick Guenther It would be an understatement to describe the next year or two as challenging. While the obvious priority is negotiation of new Collective Agreements, a myriad of ongoing issues still need our attention. Teacher wellness is suffering. In my local I see an increasing number of teachers joining the BCTF rehab program. We must continue our campaigns to resist privatization and the encroachment of the audit culture. The FSAs still exist although our efforts to undermine their misuse are increasingly successful. And, while the Dorsey awards regarding class size and composition may not be all that we wished, a useful precedent has been set. And we are winning allies, including recent partnerships with previously non-supportive groups. Bargaining may be complex as we try to simultaneously address the diverse needs of locals and make improvements provincially. We must engage the process with unity of purpose, achieved through meaning‚ful and respectful consultation and dialogue. In particular, CA provisions must include proper recognition of TTOCs, who have been unfortun‚ately neglected in the past, yet comprise a significant fraction of our membership. Our path may need the balancing skills of the Cirque du Soleil! I believe that my broad range of experience recommends me for the challenge and I ask for your support in continuing to represent the interests of all members. EXPERIENCE: Provincial: BCTF Executive Member-at-Large (1 yr.) Judicial Council (2005-09); Task Force on Privatiza‚tion (2004ñ05); Various Ministry of Education curriculum committees. Local: Abbotsford District Teachersí Association (Local 34) President (2007-present), Vice-President, LR, Bargaining Chair, Strike Co-ordinator, District Health & Safety Committee. Peace River South Teachersí Association (Local 59) President (1982-84). Teaching: Secondary science and mathematics, TTOC (2000ñ01) Education: M.Ed. SFU; B.Sc. (Geophysics) UBC, Trade Apprenticeship Jerry Horton The BCTF has an amazing history that shows an ability to meet adversity, advocate for its members and for teachers throughout the world, champion a variety of social justice causes and work to make public education in British Columbia world renowned. We need to continue to work in all of these areas as governments, students, society, and our members move on into the future. We must remain in the forefront as we work on behalf of our membership to meet the changes and challenges that the future presents. No matter what our personal beliefs and understandings may be, it is my belief that decisions of the BCTF Executive must reflect the desires and needs of its membership. This information must be garnered through ongoing dialog with individual members, local leaders and provincial leaders. The key is to listen carefully to the full range of input without passing judgment on what you have heard and then move to clear, concise decisions that reflect the information received. It would be an honour to repre‚sent you as Member at Large. If elected I will represent and advocate for all members, with integrity, honesty, respectfulness and vigour. I will work tirelessly on your behalf. EXPERIENCE: Provincial: Governance Review Steering Committee (2 yrs.), Local Representative (12 yrs.), RA Ombudsperson (2 yrs.), AGM delegate (18 yrs.), Summer Conference (10 yrs.) Local: President (3 yrs.), 1st Vice-president (2 yrs.), 2nd Vice-president (2 yrs.), Staff Representative (12 yrs.), Pro-D Core Committee (3 yrs.) Teaching: primary, intermediate, middle school (37 yrs.) Education: B.Ed (University of Alberta), M.Ed (University of Victoria) David Komljenovic Interwoven in our lives are the stories of teaching, children, and public education. Chronic under‚funding has placed challenges on the working conditions of teachers and threatens programs and teacher rights. We need to continue to work with our partners to call for a restoration of funding. We cannot separate our role in the system from the quality of programsóadvocating for our rights benefits students. Members need an effective model of bargaining to address issues they face in the classroom. Underfunding has placed strains on classroom organization and member morale. It has also pressured boards to look for savings through member collective rights. These cannot be compromised. Further, many districts face unique local challenges and members need the ability to negotiate these unique working conditions directly with their boards. When members see activism resulting in positive changes in classroom conditions, involvement increases. With a younger and newer membership, it is more urgent now, than ever before, to engage through methods that appeal to these members. We must pass on our stories to new members and invigorate all members to write the next chapter in our collective story, a chapter that improves public education for us all. EXPERIENCE: Provincial: WLC /Bargaining Advisory Committee (4 yrs.), Ad Hoc Committee on Bargaining Structures, BCTF SURT facilitator (3 yrs.), LR (2 yr.), AGM Delegate (8 yrs.), Summer Conference (6 yrs.), AGM New Delegates Training (4 yrs.) Local: President (3 yrs.), 1st Vice President (3 yrs.), Bargaining Chair (3 yrs.), Treasurer (2 yrs.), Chief Negotiator - Local Bargaining (3 yrs.), Staff Rep (1 yr.), Strike co-ordinator, Local elections contact (1 yr.) TTOC Committee (2 yrs.), District Labour Council Member at Large (2 yrs.), District Committee on Assessment (1 yr.) Teaching: Secondary Physics/ Math (3 yrs.), Adult Education (1 yr.), TTOC (2 yrs.) Education: B.Sc. (UBC), B.Ed. (UBC), Dipl. Ed. (Guidance) (UBC) Joanna Larson Success to free quality public education is as fundamentally Canadian as our belief in universal health care. Education is a right, not a privilege, so the strategic plan of Gordon Campbellís government over the past nine years is not only an attack on our profession, but on our way of life. Slowly starving one of the best education systems in the world with cuts to funding, lowering ideals through needless standardi‚zation and tests such as the FSA, and pitting neighbour against neighbour through painful school closure processes are mere examples of the systematic erosion of public education in British Columbia. As we fight to preserve the integrity and value of our profession, we must always focus on the big picture. The government will attempt to convince us that the system we have always known is unsustainable, especially in these economic times. We know this is not true. Fighting to restore our full free collective bargaining rights, maintaining our professional autonomy, and seeking greater equity and improvements to working conditions for all members will be critical in protecting public education. I offer my passion and commit‚ment and would be honoured to serve you as member-at-large. EXPERIENCE: Provincial: Professional Issues Advisory Committee (1 yr.); Social Justice Associate (3 yrs.); Workshop presenter (3 yrs.); AGM Delegate (2 yrs.); Summer Conference Participant (2 yrs.); LR (2 yrs.). Local: President (1 yr.); Bargaining Committee (4 yrs.); Staff Rep. (3 yrs.); Grievance Committee (2 yrs.). Teaching: Ontario (3 yrs.), Northwest Territories (2 yrs.), BC (12 yrs.) Kindergarten, primary, intermediate, some secondary courses, special education, English as a Second Language. Education: M.Ed. (SFU), B.Ed. (McGill) Katharin Midzain I believe strongly that the BCTF, as a democratic body, needs the voices of all members. Having been immersed in the classroom until last year gives me a teaching perspective that can be applied to the decisions of the Executive Committee. The BCTF, as the most organized group of advocates for children, must present a cohesive public voice that demonstrates the good things that are happening in our schools despite chronic under funding. Teachers need to be valued for the challenging work they do each day. Member involvement at the local level must be through positive interactions and meaning‚ful, productive committee work. Drawing attention to social issues of our own communities and providing ProD to enable teachers to deal with social change is imperative. Strong locals will provide us with the strength to stand strong against constantly changing governmental initiatives and cuts. The BCTF needs to look internally at its structures and capabilities in this changing economic reality. We need to be creative in establishing operational practices that fit within a realistic budget. I believe we can accomplish our goals of advocacy within a balanced budget. I am committed to teacher-directed and BCTF supported professional development, local social justice activism, fair, sustainable working and learning conditions for teachers and enhanced public understanding of the value of our profession. I look forward to contributing a fresh, articulate voice to the Executive Committee. EXPERIENCE: Provincial: AGM Delegate (6 yrs.), Summer Conferences (4 yrs.), LR (3 yrs.) FLI (2 yrs.), Zone meetings (4 yrs.) Local: Local President (current), 1st/2nd Vice President (2 yrs.), Pro D Chair (2 yrs.), Member at Large (8 yrs.), Staff Rep (26 yrs.), Pro D, Bargaining, Social Justice committees Teaching: 28 years elementary/ learning resources (Abbotsford, Chilliwack) Education: B.Ed UBC, Diplomas in Special Education/Reading Denise Moffatt There are challenges facing the BCTF in the years ahead; we are no strangers to adversity. Together, we can turn these challenges into opportunities to build alliances, strengthen the Federation, and rejuvenate our membership. Members need the Federation to continue to advocate for increased funding for public education. We are not alone in feeling the effects of cutbacks, and the Federation can reach out to the other education stakeholders, such as parents and trustees, to develop lasting relationships. The power of our profession lies in our ability to make informed choices in response to the needs of the students in front of us. We must hold tight to our professional rights in the face of standardization, prescription, and data mania. We have nothing to hide. On the contrary, we can extol the achievements of our members and support their autonomy through meaningful, teacher-led professional development. Bargaining during an economic downturn will require strategic and careful positioning. However, by empowering local bargaining tables, we can increase member involvement and engage the next generation of activists. To every challenge I bring passion, creativity, and tenacity. I would be honoured to serve as member-at-large for the BC Teachersí Federation. EXPERIENCE: Provincial: Health & Safety Advisory Committee (3 yrs.), Health & Safety Trainer (2 yrs.), Ad Hoc Committee on Benefits, Provincial Returning Officer (2 yrs.), AGM Delegate (4 yrs.), Alternate LR (2 yrs.) Local: President (2 yrs.), Grievance/ Health & Safety Officer (2 yrs.), Member-at-Large (1 yr.), Bargaining Committee (4 yrs.) Chair (2 yrs.), Staff Rep (4 yrs.), Health & Safety Committee (2 yrs.), STA Convention Committee (4 yrs.), District Health & Safety Committee (2 yrs.), Economic Welfare Committee(2 yrs.) Teaching: Secondary (5 yrs.) Art, English, Drama; Teacher-on-Call (1 yr.) Education: Bachelor of Education (UBC), Bachelor of Fine Arts (UVIC) Kip Wood The democratic tradition of the BCTF has always been responsive to the needs of students and the welfare of teachers. Despite enormous challenges, teachers must continue this tradition. A variety of strategies and campaigns will have to be employed in order to advance the cause of public education. Class size and composition, professional autonomy, and bargaining rights are top priorities for teachers. Making gains will require political action, clear messaging, respectful engagement, and advocating for membersí rights. Advocating for teachers also requires that we safeguard the rights of those less fortunate. Many of our own members are struggling with the increased demands at work, under‚employment, and isolation. Promoting a more just society is an integral part of our professional practice. Our actions strengthen the communities we live in. These issues will challenge us but we can call on our experience and solidarity of purpose. The Federation will continue to facilitate our activism and the Executive Committee will continue to play a key role in refining strategies for the current context. I am committed to working with you so that together, we can face these struggles. Serving as member-at-large would be an honour and privilege. EXPERIENCE: Provincial: PSA Task Force (2009), BC Association of Math Teachers - conference presenter (9 yrs.), BC Federation of Labour Delegate (4 yrs.), BCTF AGM (8 yrs.), Summer Leadership Conference (9 yrs.). Local: President (3 yrs.), Election Contact (2005), Affiliation Contact (2003-2006), Secondary Rep (2 yrs.), Local Rep (2 yrs.), 2nd Vice President (2 yrs.), Staff Rep (17 yrs.). Teaching: Secondary (17 years). Education: B. Sc. (UVIC), Teacher Training (UVIC), M.A. (UVIC) Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7776,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 1, September 2004 Readers write Before school choice Donald Gutstein’s article of April 2004 deserves praise for its incisive documentation of the involvement of The Fraser Institute in the decentralization of education in B.C. However, as much as libertarians may be advocates of school choice, neither by extension nor by default does this necessitate that they are advocates of the bureaucratic ends of the Fraser Institute any more than any other institution. It is true that historically, both libertarians and conservative, evangelical religious groups have resisted compulsory schooling. On October 13, 1909, Francisco Ferrer, the founder of the Modern School in Spain, was executed by a Spanish military court for his antiauthoritarian views. He stated, "Rulers have always taken care to control the education of the people. They know better than anyone else that their power is based almost entirely on the school, and they therefore insist on retaining their monopoly on it." From the point of view of libertarians, perhaps little has changed in this regard in the last one hundred years. Adrian Hill Victoria Cuba teacher looks for letters The BCTF has for several years offered in-service workshops in Cuba for Cuban teachers who are teaching English as an additional language. This is one of the projects of the BCTF International Solidarity Program. Some 25 B.C. teachers have had the opportunity to work with hundreds of Cuban teachers. One of these teachers has asked for Teacher to publish his address and to invite B.C. teachers to write to him. He would like to exchange ideas about teaching English as well as other topics of interest. The address is: Juan Carlos Caballero Puig Cristina 364 (B) entre San Felipe y San Francisco Habana Vieja Habana 3 Cuba Letters to the minister of education I have recently learned (from BC College of Teachers) that the certification of teachers in B.C. has been changed (Teaching Profession Amendment Act 2004), and is now essentially a licence, paid for annually. This seems to me a retrograde and demeaning situation. Tens of thousands of B.C. teachers have earned certificates. We value these as artifacts indicating the years of effort put into our qualification to begin a career in education. Many of us have also formally upgraded those qualifications at great personal sacrifice, and this has been reflected in our current level of certification. We are now told "failure to pay [the annual fee] will result in cancellation of your certificate." (BCCT letter to members, June 30, 2004) What is the point of this change, and who asked for it? It is hard not to be cynical about this change, as with so many others in the last three years. Does your government have a hidden agenda? I would urge the ministry to stop its little chess game against the teachers of this province, our union, our local boards, and other stakeholders. We are honourable people, in an honourable (understatement!) profession. I believe we should be treated better. If there is a problem, surely we can work it out together. Don McLellan Westbank   I am a retired teacher, and I do not intend to become a non-practising member of the BC College of Teachers. According to the new by-laws and policies (which endure at the discretion of the minister) my non-compliance will result in the loss of my Permanent Teaching Certificate. Since migrating to Canada, in 1969, I have served the public education system of this province as teacher, principal, superintendent of schools, and field services co-ordinator with the ministry itself. It galls me that with one slash of the pen you can deprive me of a credential earned by academic study and field practice, a credential labelled permanent by then Minister of Education Donald Brothers, and a credential of which I am inordinately proud. The ultimate affront to me as a trained educator is the quasi-legal form that asks me to surrender any opportunity to give something back to the system in which I was privileged to serve. In essence, you are depriving me of the chance to contribute voluntarily in a system that needs every support it can get. This I will not do! At present, I tutor two students with special needs under the direction of the classroom teacher in a local elementary school. I give homework assistance to three neighbourhood secondary students in Grades 8 and 9, and I work as a tutor with VISE (Volunteers for Isolated Student Education) in the outback, Queensland, Australia. In each of these situations I work on a purely voluntary basis. To expect, or even countenance, that I would not utilize my professional skills in these undertakings is both ludicrous and irrational. In my opinion, the BC College of Teachers has nothing to offer me, and I want nothing from it, nor do I wish to pay an annual fee to do nothing. However, I will not surrender my professional skill or my individual right to help those in need of that skill. I will be a teacher until the moment I breathe my final breath, Permanent Certificate or not. Did it ever occur to you, the minister, and the BC College of Teachers to have dialogue with the B.C. Retired Teachers’ Association on the ramifications of such petty measures? It is never too late to reconsider and reach a more palatable resolution. Hopefully, the Government of Canada will not tinker with the meaning of the word permanent and take away my permanent-resident status. Owen P. Corcoran President, B.C. Retired Teachers’ Association Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9802,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept./Oct. 2002 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 1, Sept./Oct. 2002 Looking back by Chris Bocking 70 years ago A definite movement to lay blame for our present financial ills at the door of education has long been apparent, and, as a natural sequence, the suggested remedies all seem to centre round the question of educational economies of a drastic nature. This attitude is not difficult to understand when it is remembered that those mainly responsible for the movement are none other than the discredited leaders of finance, through whose lamentable failure in their own field the world has been brought to such a state of chaos. It is only natural that, in an effort to retain their power and control, they should seek to provide a smoke-screen to hide their own serious short-comings. The cost of education—always a bone of contention with certain interests—has evidently been chosen for this purpose. – The B.C. Teacher, Sept. 1932 50 years ago With what issues must the Federation contend now? The clouded political situation presents difficulties but initial steps have been made toward insuring that Pensions legislation now pending will go forward. Accumulation of Sick Leave on an equitable basis is of prime importance. Pressure against our democratic system of non-sectarian schools by a small but highly organized and vocal group must be resisted. Our goals in teacher participation in curriculum building seem nearer at hand and there is some indication that progress is being made toward our objectives in teacher selection, training, and certification. – The B.C. Teacher, Sept./Oct. 1952 30 years ago Accountability is not new, of course; the last time we had it was around 1914 with F.W. Taylor and the Scientific Management Movement. It deserves to be taken seriously. It is too easy to condemn it out of hand as merely the latest eruption of North American materialism and commercialism, but such facile disparagement will not make it go away or disappear. Nevertheless, let me state bluntly that it is educationally unsound and logically fallacious. More than this, it is simply not right. – The B.C. Teacher, Sept./Oct. 1972 10 years ago Strong, responsible, autonomous school boards are essential to sustain the public school system. Such autonomy must include the right to set budgets, bargain with employees, and raise funds to provide programs that address the unique needs of the community. Local autonomy and quality education have been severely affected by referendum legislation. In the last year that school boards were free to tax local residents without resorting to referendum (1989–90), boards raised an additional $240 million for public schools. In 1991–92, not one dollar was raised beyond money provided in the fiscal framework. – Teacher Newsmagazine, September 1992 Chris Bocking, Keating Elementary School, Saanich Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=19518,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 1, September 2009  No means no in Nelson By Melanie Perez June 2009, marked a milestone for youth empowerment in the small community of Nelson, BC. Every Grade 8 student in Nelson successfully completed No Means No, a peer-education program developed by the West Coast Legal Education and Action Fund (LEAF). Stacey Lock, one of the program co-ordinators, says, “This program is an empowering one that educates young people about their rights and responsibilities regarding consent and assault.” In three one-hour sessions, students were encouraged by their youth mentors to explore topics of violence and power in various situations, with the ultimate goal of educating students on their rights and responsibilities regarding consent and assault. Through creative and interactive activities like brainstorming and role-plays, facilitators kept students interested and engaged while explaining how various forms of “bad power” and gender stereotypes can lead to violence (for example, bullying or assault) in relationships. During the sessions, participants were taught to recognize forms of “good” and “bad” power in various relationships and worked together to come up with effective ways of handling each scenario. Through discussions of consent, students learned about their legal right to say no. Upon completing the sessions, both students and mentors noted that the program “is a great way to learn things that will not only help in life, but can also be passed on to others.” The use of youth mentors aged 18 to 24 is a unique feature of West Coast LEAF’s programs. It allows for a “youth-to-youth” interaction that can be beneficial for both student and facilitator. Participants are able to learn from young adults who may have experienced these situations firsthand, and mentors are empowered by providing young people with the tools necessary to make good choices. “Students respond to the youth facilitators because they feel that they are easier to relate to and they appear to be more at ease,” says Lock. In fact, one Nelson student commented, “The trainers made whatever they were talking about easier to understand by using words or slang that we all know.” The No Means No program has its roots in R. v. Ewanchuk, a case involving the issues of consent and sexual assault. This case highlights the stereotypes about gender that still prevail and which continue to undermine equality rights and perpetuate the cycle of violence. In 1999, young people at a conference responded to this case by initiating a workshop to teach other youth about stereotypes and rights. Ten years later, this education has been brought not only to every Grade 8 student in Nelson, but also to students throughout the Lower Mainland at schools including Simon Fraser Elementary, Kerrisdale Elementary, and Mount Pleasant Elementary. No Means No and Youth in the Workplace, another education program offered by West Coast LEAF which teaches students about their legal rights and responsibilities in the workplace, are effective in that they are both designed to target age groups that are likely to enter into intimate or workplace relationships. In addition, both programs compliment provincially prescribed learning outcomes set in the Health and Career Education K to 7 (2006) and Grades 8 to 9 (2005) curricula. With No Means No’s successful completion in Nelson, West Coast LEAF is expanding the program in BC by training mentors in Nanaimo this fall. In addition to the original No Means No curriculum, West Coast LEAF also offers a curriculum designed specifically for Aboriginal youth. Through No Means No, students in Nelson were given the opportunity to become engaged by thinking about real issues that they may have been dealing with or will likely experience in the near future. The fact that students were all able to ask questions and exchange information helped to raise awareness on topics of violence, bullying, and sexual harassment, making students more conscious about the world around them. It is this consciousness that West Coast LEAF hopes to spread throughout BC, empowering youth by teaching them about their rights, enabling them to understand the meaning of sexual consent, and thus affirming their legal right to say “no.” “I really love this job because I believe that it is giving young people the tools to be able to make good choices,” says Lock, “It is powerful stuff!" If you would like to volunteer as a youth mentor or need more information on No Means No or Youth in the Workplace, contact Deanna Ogle, education manager, at education@westcoastleaf.org. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media last tweet "" @ - 12:00am Follow @ last post "" facebook/ - Jan 1st Like Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Foster parents are ordinary people engaged in extraordinary acts of kindness. Join the team! http://t.co/6jUkcsOp6V" @Teresa_Wat - 04:31pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2014/09/tentative-agreement-yes-or-no.html?showComment0751410938657847,Staffroom Confidential: Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, September 16, 2014 Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Despite what I know was a herculean effort on the part of our bargaining team, I very much hope that BC teachers will vote no to the tentative agreement. After five weeks of strike, and twelve years of legal battles, this is not the deal that will restore sanity to public education and it is not a fair deal for teachers and students. Just as teachers in Saskatchewan rejected a deal to ensure a better outcome, I hope BC teachers will consider a no vote to let our team know we have to go back to the bargaining table. Class size, composition The agreement provided a modified LIF fund starting at $75 million per year and increasing to $85 by the last year. It is for teachers only, which will mean a slight improvement in Districts where sizeable portions were spent on Education Assistants or senior District staff rather than teachers. However, in an average size District like Victoria (20,000 students, 1,000 teachers), this will translate into about 5-10 more teachers. That is one for every five schools. To put it in comparison, Justice Griffin's judgement estimated the lost funding due to lost class size language at about $330 million in current dollars. (Read more here about the proposed Education Fund.) I heard so many teachers speak up about the need to ensure that we do not return to over-crowded classes when the strike ends. This agreement does very little to alleviate what is the most pressing issue. Throwing away the court victory The agreement provides a "reopener" in the event we win on appeal our class size language. What this means is that the language returns, but is not implemented until new language is negotiated. Without the actual implementation of the returned language, there will be very little incentive for the government to bargain it back. We would essentially be back in the very same position we are in today, with government trying to bargain it out and us trying to bargain it back in. In my opinion, even if we were legislated back to work we would be in a superior position. If we won the appeal the government would then be forced to implement the language. We are thus throwing away our historic court victory and the bargaining pressure it potentially creates. The reopener is really only mildly less offensive than E80. In both cases, we have to bargain back what was illegally taken from our contract and the government will probably never have to restore it. In fact, the "reopener" creates the perfect opportunity for government to lock us out to try and force us to agree to something far inferior. Throwing away the remedy for the last twelve years The agreement provides $105 million to compensate for grievances over-sized classes for the last twelve years. Using Justice Griffin's estimates, our loss is roughly $300 million times 12 = over $3 billion. I cannot fathom how $105 million is a fair compromise. The BCTF's original proposal to put this money back into the system was a more fair and productive approach. This agreement means we can no longer go to the courts for a fair remedy. Wages The agreement is very close to government's original offer. While I would be willing to accept this if the class size language was returned, teachers should not be taking such a significant monetary loss without the commensurate gain in working conditions. We have lost roughly 12% of our annual salary. We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut. Minimal improvements There are very minimal improvements in preparation time for elementary teachers (10 minutes per week), and TTOC daily rate. The TTOC daily rate change may depend on your grid placement. It could actually be a wage loss for long term TTOCs who are above category 5 and step 7. There is also $11 million in health and dental benefits. At 40,000 members, this is $275 each. Hardly worth consideration in the context of the rest of the agreement. What next? There are a variety of options if we vote no. We can continue the strike. We can choose to return to work and continue bargaining. We do not, and should not, accept an agreement that doesn't meet our needs and doesn't meet the needs of students and public education. When Saskatchewan teachers rejected the first deal which had 5.5% wage increases over four years, the second deal had 7.3% increases over four years. They have said this still isn't good enough. For us, our main issue is classroom conditions. We need to say this isn't good enough. The way to do that is to vote no. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 7:48 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 124 comments: Troy MooreSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:17 PM The EC recommendation states the open clause will be argued from restored language. However, selling our grievances for nothing as the 105 million is strike savings, is plenty of reason to vote no. Further, no composition caps, but a fund controlled by Superintendents is enough reason to vote no. Thursday I will vote no.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:06 PM Re-opener also says "education fund" in place until new language bargained, so old language can disappear forever.Delete Reply Mme RousseauSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:33 PM Government starved us to death hoping we'd vote yes to whatever deal they'd offer. Planned it from the start.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:07 PM We can sill choose (collectively) to return to work if we reject this deal. Many options.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:09 PM Great analysis, Tara! I think that returning to work would be a bad idea. This will frustrate parents more if they need to find new ways to deal with taking care fo kids. USe the money given to you by the other unions. I am a teacher who had to quit for stress over the terrible condition of work (split FI grade 4/5, several low LD kids with little support, one severe with no support, 2 gifted (no support), and a principal who expected me to teach 2 separate social studies AND science programs)Delete Reply Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:56 PM Good points by all but the gov't succeeded in starving my family out and completly breaking us. I will be voting YES and live to fight another dayReplyDelete Replies schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:21 PM 'Fight another day'? In the last twelve years that we have been pushing back against this government, never has the tide tide been so much with teachers, class size/composition, and public education - and never has the government been pushed back onto the ropes (especially with the call for binding arbitration). What 'other day' is being proposed that we wait for? Now is the time. Vote 'no' and give the BCTF bargaining team a renewed mandate to get a decent deal for students and teachers.Delete Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:10 PM "Another day" means to wake up and realize that 2more weeks means my family of 5 could lose our home. It means I will do all I can to recall Cc, Factbender, and other mla's, and maybe even having "a guy I know" have a chat with them. In year 1 of their reign, I don't believe they even know what "the ropes" are. I will vote YES ...for my family, and I can live with thatDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:12 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply Karen FergusonSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:03 PM Just a question: When the Saskatchewan teachers voted no, had they already been on strike for 5 weeks?ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM No. They are working with no contract. They are not on strike.Delete Shannon DavisSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:23 AM I am a Saskatchewan teacher. We are not on strike; we are currently in the conciliation process after voting "no" to 2 previous offersDelete Reply "Mama Rose"September 16, 2014 at 9:27 PM Can we truly return to work without agreeing and continue bargaining? When I suggested returning to work a few weeks ago, the answer was "being on strike puts pressure on the gov't and without pressure they have no reason to settle." And can you explain more how legislating us back would be better than agreeing to this deal? And finally, why would the BCTF executive put forward a deal that was not a good one?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:30 PM Because they need confirmation of the resolve of the membership to get something better. That is what a no vote does.Delete Reply Troylana MSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:28 PM some great points to ponder, tara......thinking thinking....ReplyDelete schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:43 PM If we vote 'no' to the tentative deal we still have options: We'd not have a contract. But we could... a) strike with full picket lines b) partially strike with phase 1 (work-to-rule) in schools c) partially strike with periodic/rotating job action d) continue negotiating e) return to work and re-escalate strike f) some/all of the above ReplyDelete Replies Caroline MackenzieSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:21 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:14 PM a) will expedite matters (I say less that 3 days)Delete Reply danabjornsonSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:05 PM I am thinking that a legislated, crappier contract would only be in effect for 2 years max (before elections...). If we take this offer, then we will be agreeing to this pseudo-E80. Should we win the court case (which we likely will), we will have to settle on the terms of the THIS negotiated contract which doesn't actually restore learning conditions; it simply allows for those conditions to be negotiated. If we say n, then we default to the 2002 contract, which DOES restore the language. A "yes" vote is saying that we are good on "crumbs"; a "no" vote is saying we want an actual meal. That's my understanding, anyway. Please correct me where I am wrong, Tara. :)ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:44 PM And word is IF they legislate, they could opt to legislate back Grade 10-12 only causing the union to have to lay off all teachers and re-hire based on seniority. That will tear the union at the seams pitting teacher against teacher for those positions. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:17 PM There will be a general strike if that were to happen! They better not do this. They will regret it.Delete Reply imaginefunlearningSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:09 PM Some good points on the background of our fight over the past 12 years, which I have been actively engaged in; however we need to recognize the climate we are in. We are not in Sask. people! We have just come through a very long summer!! We need to thank our @bctf bargaining team & recognize the toll this has taken on all of us & our families. I don't have the luxury of more time on the strike line. This may be as good as it gets. Let's read the agreement and consider getting back to work and making some $ again! That's my 2 cents worth, which would come in really handy right now!!!ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:18 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply RobSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:11 PM Go back in work to rule mode. Work this winter to recall every Liberal MLA. ThAt is the only way to apply pressure to these criminals. ReplyDelete Replies Kate RestonSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:03 PM Recall! Not sure who won the battle but the war is still onDelete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:14 AM Well said Kate... I agree 100%Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:20 PM I think say NO and a better deal will be done in less than 3 days. These guys are not criminals, they are lower than that. I bet they get a sick pleasure in hurting the kids and the teachers.Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:31 PM An official recall is in the works: https://www.facebook.com/groups/316129595235450/?fref=ts Please consider joining.Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:26 AM Leah - do you honestly think anyone who voted BC Liberal did so thinking that they would act any differently on the education file?Delete Reply JJSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:16 PM I am glad to see other members who share my views. I am outraged at a 1.2 percent "raise" in salary per year that doesn't even meet inflation of currently 2%. I feel used and abused.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:23 PM Not to mention all of the other pittance! I am actually surprised that Iker asked teachers to vote on this! Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:18 PM Hi Tara Thanks for the summary! Will we be able to vote NO to the deal, but vote YES to returning to work? Will there be three options when we vote Thursday? Why did the BCTF agree to a substandard deal for us? If we vote no to a deal that was recommended to us, the teachers look like the bad guys and public approval will plummet. I am very disappointed and frustratedReplyDelete Replies KataSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:12 AM Public approval will not necessarily plummet. I have seen strikes where the membership has voted against the executive's "best results to date", and ended up with a better offer. This offer is an insult. The $300 million will not bring funding to the national average (I believe). More importantly, the wage offer is half of the average wage increase for public and private workers (StatsCan). Delete Reply MontySeptember 16, 2014 at 10:19 PM Thank you, Tara. My thoughts too, more clearly expressed. As well, Thursday is too soon to vote, too soon to vote, too soon to vote........ReplyDelete Richard ChalkeSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:21 PM Vote no and lose every shred of public support...just sayin!ReplyDelete Replies UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:31 AM I am a member of the public and would support a "no" vote. js!.Delete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:01 AM Richard Chalke, NO you won't! I am a mother with 3 adopted special needs children who need to be in a class that is designed for them and others like them (my kids are academically slightly delayed but their issues are more social and behavioural) where they can receive the education they deserve taught in a way they can comprehend. I will speak now for all the parents I know, and we will support the teacher's if they continue to fight for our children's best interest.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:28 PM It might not be pretty at first, but once we explain things (and I hope the Mandarin-speaking teachers flood the Richmond organization that voiced their concerns), they will back us. The 3 billions that the judge came to is the first I hear about. This should be stated to every newsmedia comment section in the province. Minimize pickets and flood those outlets with commenters, just like the Liberals do. Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:45 PM I am a member of the public and a single Mother of a child in the public school system. You will NOT lose one bit of my support if you vote no. I know that you are sacrificing so that my child can have a better education, and I am most grateful for it. Having said that, I also know that you are exhausted and broke. I have been dreading that you may have to settle for less than what you (we) deserve because the government succeeded in breaking you. I am not in your shoes, so cannot judge. If the vote is a yes, I understand and I am still behind you. Delete Reply Alison RocheSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:25 PM It is a crap deal. It's always a crap deal. Once you raise the stakes to striking, anything else is a cave in. The last time we walked out was the 3 day illegal strike where I threw away 1200$ and got EXACTLY the same contract I had the year before. The BCTF called it a win because they didn't rip up MORE of my contract. Ridiculous. There are a few of us that believe that working to contract, doing 100% of your teaching job and nothing more (like paying for supplies out of your own pocket or EC) is the only way teachers will survive this government. What if they get re-elected again? Then what? Teachers have lost thousands to these clowns to make "statements" about the state of public education in this province. We can't keep sacrificing ourselves and our families. And in the meantime, you talk to parents about why you have to take this crappy road. Because up until this strike they mostly didn't care about the state of education, but god forbid you didn't run a Sports Day. Then suddenly they wanted to know what the hell was going on. Keep the conversation going in schools. Attend your PAC meetings and stop enabling this govt to underfund and overwork the system. And still get paid!ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:20 AM I am very excited at the prospect of returning to my beloved job on Friday. However I will NOT continue to put my personal money into my classroom and I will be seriously reconsidering my involvement in extra curriculars. I think we shoot ourselves in the foot with all the unpaid work we so willingly volunteer to do. Delete Reply FCSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:38 PM I heard a rumour last week from a loose lipped government insider that after the 22nd, depending on the outcome of the negotiations the Liberals were going to announce a 3 step process. I was not clear if this was based on 3 steps to resolve the strike (perhaps the 3rd step is legislation??) or 3 steps to overhaul the education system, either way, they will settle it outright. I wish you all luck and all the information that you need to make a sound decision of what you feel is best.ReplyDelete Replies Lisa BurrowsSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:53 PM I have heard similar rumours. On the 23rd, the gov. was planning on introducing a $6000 per year voucher system for 3 choices: an academic or trades program, or something called EducationCanada. Not clear whether their intention was to privatize the public system, de-certify teachers and hire them back under new wage/benefits. Not clear where these rumours originated from. Maybe fear tactics to get teachers to vote yes. In any event, I plan on voting yes. I signed up to be a teacher, not a martyr. This strike has cost us a lot. We need to regain our livelihood and hopefully continue the conversation about class composition. We have at least awakened many people to the issue, and the court case is still an avenue that could eventually improve teaching and learning conditions.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:33 PM I urge all teachers to fight and say NO to this deal. Retired teacher who had to retire because horrendous work conditions. Make me proud. They will not last long if you say NO! I know this is tough, but there is money and I hear that Van City does offer loan at low to 0 %. Banks do allow you to miss a mortgage payment. Go talki to your banker.Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM Will school districts require teachers to make up missed days, as suggested in the media? Will the school calendar be changing to make up for the missed three weeks and if so will we be made aware of those changes PRIOR to the vote? ReplyDelete KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:41 PM "Wages..... We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut." And that is the cost of going on strike!!! There is nothing that can be done about that. You cannot go on strike and put up the raise you want every week to compensate for your time on strike - it doesn't work that way.ReplyDelete Replies Drew StevensonSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:59 AM I believe the missing "..." Suggests that they meant to refer to the losses against inflation since the last wage step increase. Thus this contract does not allow us to recover the buying power lost to inflation since the last non contract or "0%" year. Add those up and compare against the proposed increase and you see that by the end of the contract, we won't be able to afford the same value of goods (loaves of bread, watts of energy, litres of gas) that we could at the end of the last contracts term. It was not a comment about wages that were lost in the strike. Those are really small potatoes when compared to the grinding power of inflation over years and years. The next contract will use this latest for a bench mark so these losses to inflation will grind at all teachers for as long as they teach. A death of a thousand cuts to our ability to afford basic goods and services. Any raise less than inflation is a cut to the value placed on us and on our ability to pay our bills. Delete Reply Ed SSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:09 PM Having lost $20,000 (including summer school wages) as the single income for a family of five is far too much; I will be voting YES to the deal, unless the independently wealthy teachers out there who wish to continue the strike will pay my bills and mortgage for me.ReplyDelete Replies Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:14 PM I feel ya. Yes for meDelete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:18 AM Ed S. With all due respect (and I mean that), how did you lose $20,000 in the strike? Teachers were out 2 weeks (all out) before they were supposed to be in June, and now 3 weeks for the start of school? It is my understanding that teachers don't get paid through the summer months. Please correct me if I'm wrong, wherever I'm wrong. Shouldn't you have been financially alright for the summer months at least? Also all teachers knew this strike had a possibility of extending into the new school year but no one teacher budgeted for this possibility? I'm truly just trying to get a clear picture of where this all stems. NO disrespect intended.Delete BlairSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:12 AM Kelly, not Ed but if you look at the numbers there was the 10% lockout haircut in May/June plus the loss of most of June and the loss of much of September. In our 1 teacher (1 non) household we calculated a $9 K - $10 K loss so far. If you add summer school earnings you can easily make the loss in the $20 k zone. As for budgeting, we budget for the summer, but did not expect the 10% haircut, nor the loss of June/Sept days which completely messed our budgeting calculations. A very good friend (single teaching mother) was crushed by the loss of the June income and is without a penny today.Delete Mr. SmoothSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:35 PM The only one who didn't get a haircut was Jim Iker... and he needs one more than anyone else. What's with that over-coiffed 70"s mullet Jim? Does wonders for the BCTF brand image!Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:55 PM Jim's hair is not open for discussion in a respectful space like this. As for his salary, he is a teacher who does not get paid when we are on strike.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:04 PM Totally agree!Delete Reply Mr. GSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:24 PM If I thought they could do any better I would agree with voting NO, but you have to be realistic. The BCTF does not use professionals to bargain and always ends up with much less than they promise the membership when asking for a strike vote. While this is not a great deal for teachers, I really think you're fooling yourself if you think it'll get any better.ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:02 AM BCTF needs to be replaced with younger more adept representatives and advocates. Also, we should be hiring professional contract negotiators - you don't go into battle with cut throat corporate types with a wooden knife. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:37 PM This is BAD deal! Say NO to it and show those (expletives) that we will not take it anymore! Come on! Show them that teachers have a spine! They will respect us, oddly!Delete Reply retaSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:51 PM I agree with Richard. Those in the public that are uniformed would be furious, and there are many teachers who just can't afford to use their wages as their voice any longer - too much has already been donated to the government. In my opinion, the deal is pretty lame. I am sitting on the fence.ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:24 AM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:26 AM So true!!! I cannot afford to fight this battle for public education any longer. Why is this my personal and professional obligation??? However I think this deal is weak weak weak. I also think its the best we are going to get. Ideologically I'm on the fence but my wallet will vote YES.Delete Reply SirThinksToo MuchSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:54 PM My wife and I will be voting "Yes" on Thursday for it is the middle path. The easy path would have been for us to go back to school with E-80 & E-81 over our heads. The difficult path would be for us to vote "No" and put our mortgage at risk and having to continue asking retired parents for handouts to feed a family with three kids. The middle path is the wisest choice for us considering the current political climate in which those who do not teach are the quickest to judge it harshly.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:41 PM I understand that this is really tough for you! I almost died teaching a few month ago. I had to quit. Please consider holding on and say no. Remember the short loss in salary will be offset in the LONG-RUn by better salary increase. This is a joke! They will be laughing at you even more if we accept this. This is a very bad deal! However, I do respect your position!Delete Reply DaleSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:16 AM Why would classroom conditions be better on October 9th after being legislated back? We have been outplayed because of our stubborn refusal to outdated, tired old tactics. It is because of these actions that have led us to this terrible deal. Time to reset, regroup and stock up for the long haul. Can't do it if half the members commit hara kiri on themselves. We are a union of professionals not a cult. ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:49 AM Could not agree more.Delete schreck!September 17, 2014 at 9:44 AM Could you please advise which tactics you believe could have been used to secure a superior deal?Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:47 AM Full disclosure: I'm a BC Liberal supporter. The only people who would benefit from a NO vote are the BC Liberals. Teachers would be bargaining with no leverage whatsoever and would be viewed by a large segment of the population as unreasonable. The BC Liberals then get portray themselves as the only party capable of dealing with the BCTF. schreck! says that the BCTF has the government on the ropes, but he couldn't be farther from the truth. The government wants people to view the BCTF as their primary opponent. Disputes like this just shore up the BC Liberal base and protect its right flank. Any half-baked recall campaign will only reinforce that. It's true teachers aren't going to recoup the lost wages from the strike. I would suggest to you that that means this job action was probably not in teachers' interests, especially without any sort of appreciable strike fund. This is the best deal teachers were ever going to get with this government and people should have been able to recognize that in June. If you want my advice (which you probably don't), it would be to spend the next 5 years building up a strike fund, electing better leaders, and hiring a professional negotiating team. Don't bring a knife to a gunfight and expect things to go well. Focus on getting the best deal you can from whoever the government is rather than trying to change the government, the HST, Kinder Morgan or a thousand different issues that distract from education and erode the union's finances further. You'd be doing yourself a favour, and probably doing the NDP a favour at the same time. Also, if schreck! is David Schreck, you can thank his opposition to STV for the last two BC Liberal majorities. I know I do.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:11 PM One step would be to stop making political contributions to the NDP. This only contributes to the childish animosity and lack of trust that has constantly characterized negotiations. How else can the Socreds/Liberals view teachers except as enemies when they so publicly support their opponents. This stupid confrontational immature approach has to STOP!!!!! Education should not be a political fight when it is so obviously a valuable benefit to our society. It was an NDP government that legislated teachers back to work in 1993. Stop making education a political fight.Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:10 PM I don't think they have to go that far. CUPE and the Nurses still contribute to the NDP yet they don't have the same acrimonious relationship. CUPE and the Nurses just make their members their priority, and broader advocacy second.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:55 PM Ryan (possibly a Liberal paid commenter), with all due respect, I disagree with you. The cumulative increase in lieu of this will be better. Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can. I say to Iker, ask for 6% over 3 years because these people love to play the 15% over 15 year game to make it so big on the surface. Some people think that this is 15% every year. Believe me! I have seen it in comment sections. Others believe that the 15% is too high not understanding that they must divide things over the duration of the contract. It is time that we play it smarter. It is time to put the foot down and ask for money given to us by other unions, if it is needed. Banks can accept one late mortgage payment. It would be suicidal for them to not help. Imagine the possible damage if that ever leaks out. They could lose a lot in teacher money. I for one would pull my money out of a bank in support! Teachers are going to show this government that we have a spine! Enough is enough! Aren't you tired of being treated like kids? (Retired teacher who almost died in a car accident because of work conditions that were horrendous. I had to quit.)Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 AM Not paid by the BC Liberals. I pay them actually... :/ I imagine astroturfers of any affiliation wouldn't disclose their bias. "Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can." How did that work in May 2013? If the teachers reject a contract that their own union endorsed, it will make teachers seem unreasonable. Whether that perception is true or fair is irrelevant. It's what will happen, and teachers will be weaker as a result. Take my advice. Build up a strike fund and focus on the internal governance of the BCTF for the next 6 years. You'll be better off for it. Or not. I don't mind you or others making it easier for the party I support to get elected. I'd just rather not see kids and teachers hurt in the process.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:37 AM Ah! The "don't-hurt-kids" card, hey, when you have underfunded education for 12 years! WOW! That takes the cake! Are your trolling? Oh! You are serious? :) Would you be surprised if I don't follow your advice, considering your lack of logic? Would you be surprised if others don't follow your advice? It is ttue that bullies like you and your ilks love to show who is the boss, who is the teacher now! I suspect that is at the root of the problem! No one wants to fail in school! No one wants to get the strap! Sad that today's teachers don't like it too! But, who cares, we are ... teachers! We deserve it! BAH! BAH! BAH!Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:22 PM That's fine. I look forward to another 16 years of BC Liberal government.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:41 PM 16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate! Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan! Sociopaths do that!Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 9:35 AM "16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate!" 16 years of our opponents still don't understand why they lost. Like I said, that's fine with me. If I said the Liberals would be in power for at least another 13 years back in 2004 you probably would have laughed too. Heck, if I told you on May 13 last year that the BC Liberals would be reelected on May 14 you'd probably have laughed too. And you were wrong. Why is that? Answer that question if you want the NDP to win the next election. Without a correct answer to it, the NDP's cause is hopeless. "Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan!" You feel they are flawed, and that's fine. I don't go around calling people who disagree with me sociopaths, nor do I accuse them of being paid shills. But I also don't feel much need to address your ad hominems. There are logical arguments to support your position, but argumentum ad hominem is not one of them. It's a textbook logical fallacy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 1:15 PM Ah! Now I get it! It is all ego-based! You think because you voted the winning party that you are a winner and we are losers! You think because you predicted that the Liberals would win, you are winner. That does not make YOU a winner or the Liberals! It is called DEMOGRAPHICS, you expletives. The baby boomers are getting old and because they have more assets and won't make a whole lot more for too long, they need to vote a govn't who is going to do just that! It is not rocket science! WOW! You think you are so superior when your party stole an election with 47% of the popular vote. That's not a majority and your party should not have been elected. BTW, did you delete from your ethical memory the words Ethnic voting scandal? The field is slanted and you know it. However, you are so willing to minimize, forget the scams and bad fairplay tactics like a sociopath is allowed to minimize or ignore his or victims emotions that you don't see that you are the loser, we are the victim of your constant bullying. 1% wage increases after years of 0% increases and you can justify that when Yahoo reports that the average Canadian can hope to get 2.5% this and next year: https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html You Liberals behave like fascists, but we can't call you that because that's not allowed! Well! Guess what? It is and you are. Live with it! You keep on dreaming you are a genius! :) I am retired, getting soon a nice pension, and laughing at you from a beach somewhere! AHAHA! Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 2:14 PM What's with the name calling Peter? For someone claiming to be retired you really don't show the wisdom of age. For someone who talks about logic, you use logical fallacies like ad hominems a lot too. It's a fair point that the BC Liberals didn't get a majority of the vote (and I'm a very big supporter of electoral reform). The BC Liberals + Conservatives did though, and I don't think it's realistic to expect the BC Conservatives to have been more generous had they been part of government. Last time I checked I just voted. I didn't "victimize" anyone. Perhaps your rage is misplaced. If you think the election was "stolen" I'm afraid I have to question your grasp on reality though. "Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?" I'm glad you'll have a pleasant retirement Peter. I have no ill will towards you. I'm not sure why you think I do. I'm not saying people were *right* to vote BC Liberal. That's a matter of opinion. All I'm saying is people *did* vote BC Liberal. More voted BC Liberal than BC NDP for the last 5 elections in a row actually. You need to understand why that happened in order to change it for the next election. Clearly you're not interested in that though. Which is fair enough. Just remember next time you're upset about something the BC Liberals do that your lack of interest is part of why the BC Liberals get elected at all.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 3:23 PM I love your culture --or the lack of thereof! Guess what, stop thinking averybody is white and must follow your little rules. Namecalling? Sociopath? Whaaaat? And, what if you are? Still can't call you that? :) You fascist right-wingers are big on censorship! I just don't like you giving us lessons on how to get the NDP in. As stated, people are voting right of the NDP because it is a matter of demographics and a little ethnic vote buying on the side. The rest is mumbo jombo. Yes, of course, they will have to go on strike in the future and yes they will have to build a strike fund. The Liberals stole that from the BCTF too! And, you wonder why I don't have any respect for them? Yes, electoral reform is needed! We agree!Delete Reply JJ GeorgeSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:46 AM As a parent, I support the teachers and respect whether they choose to vote yes or no. However I noticed a discrepancy here from other information I've read regarding prep time for elementary teachers. Here it states minimal improvement to prep time - only 10 minutes per week being added. Elsewhere I read that it is 100 minutes per week for prep, increasing by an additional 10 minutes in the final year. That is a significant difference, and worth noting. Or have I completely misunderstood?ReplyDelete Replies Anne-MarieSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:59 AM Elementary teachers currently have 90 minutes of preparation time per week so an increase to 100 minutes per week is only gaining 10 minutes. In other provinces and some private schools they have as much as 45 minutes of prep time per day.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:56 PM Thank you for inquiring!Delete DW ZSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:57 PM You're right JJ George. There is a significant difference around the province regarding preparation times. In my district elementary teachers currently get 100 minutes of prep time. This new proposal is useless to me. I'll have to wait 6 years to gain an extra 10 minutes. Delete Reply UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:11 AM Almost nobody gets cost of living adjustments. Also inflation is NOT 2%. Do some research and look at the CPI for BC over the last 24 months. The average over the last 2 years is 0.7%, not 2%. The CPI changes every month so you cant just look at the highest month and declare that THE inflation rate. Check out the 12 month averages document for the actual numbers. http://www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/StatisticsBySubject/Economy/ConsumerPriceIndex.aspx All that being said I support the teachers. if you think this is a bad deal as a parent my dream would be for the teachers to vote no but continue bargaining because I do think the kids need to be in school and I do fear that the teachers will lose all support if the strike continues. All I ask as a parent is that you do your own research and try not to be swayed by all the opinions. ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:01 AM Inflation for August was 2.1% (http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/economy/cpi-report-expected-to-reveal-rise-in-canadas-core-inflation-rate/article20593943/). The CPI is a year-over-year calculation.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:43 AM Inflation should be looked at as a yearly average, not an individual month.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:34 PM The lawyers do not believe we have compromised our court deal. Our leadership would not have sold us out. We dodged a bullet. The Premier had something loaded even if we are not sure what it was. The idea that we could simply return to work is not guaranteed. I think a no vote could easily lead to the Liberals locking us out again because the Premier wants to crush us and she will use any excuse. She did not want to take the advice of her people and do this deal. I am certain a plan for drastic action (where we have to take the concessions they had planned) or worse - was in place. We can't guarantee the press will do any better job explaining the complexities should we say no. They rarely sided with us in markets outside of Vancouver where people are more political and they often misled or allowed others to mislead. They are not helping and would sensationalize. This would see dissolution of support very quickly - especially if we asked for wages. (Though admittedly it angers me that we can't ask for wages without being accused of being greedy when that is what most bargaining units do). But we have argued this is about kids and while this is not ideal - it is better to have teachers than not. The deal does suck in that it does not bring us to par - but this fight needs to be won with a strategy that is political and capacity will do that in another round. We have some support - but it is limited to the choir. We need to have the pews too. We need to build that capacity while working and continue to find allies because the fight is bigger than most people want to consider. This is about ideology and about privatization. Education always was political but never more so than now and we have to fight this party or the conservatives who would do the same or worse. No teacher who is responsible can ignore the politics any longer. That is simply the truth. If you work in the system you better get informed and you better be prepared to fight until retirement for the system. That said, I want to ask the same question others are asking: Why is this the job of 42,000 teachers and not the job of all citizens who want equality to fight for this right? It is time (while the conversation is still on-going and up to and including election night) for us to guide the public where we can but mainly play our part by not propping the system up. Make poverty known. Make noise about shortfalls, ask questions (in the media or in board offices ) about who is going to fix it instead of paying ourselves, volunteer some but wait for the pubic to step up so they see what schools lack. I hate the deal too. But I trust Vince Ready and Iker and I don't think we could have done better right now. I think we dodged a bullet because I have read everything this government has put out and followed the trail. They plan to privatize and they are just looking for the route. Voting YES for now does not mean we are giving up. It does not mean a win in the way we wanted but we have won a battle that will lead to us winning the war. If we don't rest up and stock up we might not get there.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:57 PM Well, if it is bigger than just this battle, then we will need ALL the unions to strike if they do indeed use drastic (draconian) measures. I say it is time for ALL of the unions to call a general strike. I guarantee that they will not like that one bit. What will they do then? Call the army? :) People in Europe, at the end of the 19th century stood up in mines. General strikes do occur in Europe and have. If you think you had it tough, think of them who stood tall for US in tougher times and conditions. Make sacrifices. Sell furniture. Tutor on the side. Ask for the BCTF money. Ask your banker to help. As friends and relatives. If we say NO, it won't last long. If they legislate us back, let's call a general province-wide strike of all unions. Delete Reply Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:47 AM Between CC's smug smile as she celebrates slaughtered teachers and Jim Iker's goofy grin - seemingly unaware that he has been a willing puppet, I am thoroughly disgusted. Over the next 5 years, teachers will be in an increasingly bad situation financially, classrooms will continue to be too large and complex with increasing medical, social and environmental issues impacting academic delivery. It could not be less obvious that things will continue to worsen. The Liberals have ensured that BC is rapidly becoming the Canadian Monaco for rich off shore interests and wealthy corporations. Soon the underpaid "workers" will have to be bussed in daily to Vancouver - Asian style. The only recourse is to move to just about any other province and bring in up to $100,000 more over the six years with much less cost of living. So we are bailing, encouraged by friends who have gotten positions in Manitoba and Alberta. My colleagues and I discovered through contacting several school boards across Canada that specialist (special needs and behavioural) and secondary science teachers are in particular demand. I want to work in a professional, respectful environment where the needs of all children are considered a priority and where I feel inspired to do my best. However, I want my vote to reflect the wishes of teachers who will be here over the next 6 (5) years, so very much appreciate your blog and opportunity to read the comments.ReplyDelete Bert SlaterSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:11 AM To vote YES will throw away 12 years of effort, and 2 victories in BC Supreme Court. To vote YES will be to snatch defeat from the jaws of victory. If you vote YES what bargaining power do you think you will have - the government will do nothing, and then what do you think you will do - take job action? PLEASE VOTE NO.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:59 PM Time to show you have a spine!Delete Reply RodSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:06 AM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Cool HandSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 AM Wouldn't a 'No' vote be a vote of no confidence in the BCTF itself?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:02 AM Not at all. It is just a message to the leadership we need to do better. The strength of the union is the members, and we support the leadership by giving them direction through democratic means.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:40 PM I disagree. How else can a recommendation by the EC to vote yes be interpreted? Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:00 PM I am sure people will interpret this both ways, but it is a vote. If it is supposed to be a "Yes", because it might be interpreted one way, then why bother having a vote?Delete Kate TSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:07 AM Yes , it would be. I don't think we could come out much better than this with this government. How will a No obtain that? Christy will be happy, she can declare the BCTF gone and roll out her plan to privatize. Delete Reply David DeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:06 AM A no vote would be a rejection of a the court victories defied by the government and an inadequate deal containing some vague promises that won't meet the needs of teachers or students on class size and other important issues.In Ontario elementary teachers get 200 minutes of prep time per 5 day cycle. I know there is financial hardship, but the union has received close to $2 million in donations from other unions; is there no way of accessing hardship funds? At minimum, vote no and return to work on work to rule with various strike options.ReplyDelete Erica JonesSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:25 AM This article actually makes me so mad. It is NOT better for the kids that they have missed almost all of june and all of september. This is what you signed up for in BC as a teacher. Get on board or GET OUT.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:20 PM Is this really what teachers signed up for? At my high school, each class has about 30 kids, with an average of 17 kids per classroom with an identified learning disability. Our district says that there should be no more than 4 kids per classroom.. How do you expect non-specialist teachers to help each student when over half of them require more resources because of a learning disability? Furthermore, are you generalizing the "better-ness" to all the kids in BC? Because I don't think that it would be better if kids went back considering the learning environment isn't up to par. There are barely any Education Assistants, and support teachers for the multitude of children who need them. While I recognize and appreciate your enthusiasm for education, please realize that the public school system isn't a daycare. Also, please think about your words and the learning environment prior to speaking out. By the way, we're not an autocracy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:08 PM I can understand your frustration! Understand mine! I almost died at 7:30 pm one night returning from teaching a FI split class with several students who did not get enough support or no support at all. The principal expressed to me that he expected me to teach 2 different social studies programs and 2 different science programs. ANYONE I talked to knows that this is impossible to do, especially in French Immersion when kids get no support at home and books are often too hard for students to read. I had to quit my job. I did it for me and did it for the kids. I was like a surgeon who is asked to operate on 5 patients with an old scalpel with 2 inexperienced nurses. Predictably, 4 patients would die and I would be reprimanded! Teachers are put in terrible conditions and kids too. I hope you have the openmind to consider the reality of this honest personal anecdote. I also wish you to understand that this is likely not an isolated incident. What will it take? A kid to commit suicide because he or she is not getitng enough support?Delete Reply hilarySeptember 17, 2014 at 10:29 AM It is incorrect to equate lost funding with what the teachers would have received in grievances. The two are not equivalent. The starting position of the BCTF was $225M, so they never expected $3B to resolve grievances. I'm also interested to know where you get your figures on overcrowded classrooms. A recent Globe and Mail article says that classrooms are, on average, smaller than the caps set in 2002.ReplyDelete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:36 AM The signing bonus should be roughly $2500 each: 105 million divided by 41 thousand.ReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:53 AM It is not that simple. The $105 million is to be allocated by the union. The term "signing bonus" has been crossed off on the signed document. Some of that money may be used to pay union debts. Don't know this but clarification would be useful.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:16 PM Just quoting from the CBC news website, "And finally there are details of $105-million fund to settle grievances stemming from the ongoing court case. The BCTF says that money will be given out as a signing bonus, with specific amount yet to be determined."Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:34 AM I think it would be smart to put at least part of it into your strike fund.Delete Reply WheelsSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:55 AM If the money is used as a signing bonus, it should be based on FTEReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:12 PM Yes I am sure it will be based on FTE. The question is how much of the $105 Million is actually distributed. This is up to the union, and I am told that it is yet to be decided.Delete GuruSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:44 PM And don't forget all the retired teachers who are entitled to a share of it.Delete Reply Geoff OrmeSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:18 PM In another discussion of this someone suggested that under BC Labour Law a no vote means rejection of the proposed deal, and that means the strike continues until either: - the union in question elects to stand down - another tentative deal is presented or - the government imposes a legislated contract. I think the last of these is the most likely, and I believe the legislated contract would be draconian and brutal. What do you think, Tara? Also, I would appreciate your thoughts on Sandy Garossino's comments at https://storify.com/Garossino/should-teachers-accept-the-contractReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:14 PM If this is so, in a few month (likely a couple of years), teachers will win so much more with a Supreme Court judgment! It is possible that the Liberals know that the higher courts are stacked by Liberal judges (that is what happen when judges are chosen, not elected). In any case, a negative settlement (or not a great judgment) will galvinize the public to reform the way the Supreme court judges are being chosen. I doubt that any govn't will want that to happen. A legislated contract will make the LIbs look like sociopaths and dictators.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:47 PM Peter I think you are expecting far too much from the public, many of whom are only paying attention to this matter due to kids being home from school. The public are not remotely this savvy on the political process.Delete Reply IslanderSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:09 PM I am a continuing education teacher. We have it even worse and we are not listened to enough about our poor conditions. Those include no prep time (and we do have to mark and do report cards many times a year sometimes and commonly for 30 students in a class), travelling to different schools with no compensation, and having next to no breaks in between 3 hour classes. I worked for two years with no lunch break and taught 6 hours straight (just 15 min. breaks) to be told, "don't complain since there are others who will do it". We then got 15 min. breaks in between classes. Most of our students are wealthy immigrants, many who try to stay in classes as long as possible since the classes are free. After spending a year in Germany, I realize how better organized it is where the immigrants pay to learn the language on a sliding scale, and have to pay for a student book as well for each class. We do not even have text books, but photocopy so much at tax payers' expense. This is not right. I then teach summer school since we were not on a 12 month continual salary and most of those students are also immigrants (at least 75%). This is also free and it is becoming so common and the new immigrants know this is free babysitting and tutoring. I think one main problem is that we have so many new immigrants in our classes who need ESL like this article states about our inclusion style of education nowadays: http://www.vancouversun.com/life/Shelley+Fralic+trouble+with+schools/10203596/story.html I am honored to be teaching and like my job, but it does get exhausting especially since I need two or three jobs to pay the mortgage that I now no longer have.. back to renting since it all I can afford in this city that has become so expensive. And many don't realize that it is very very difficult to get to full time work as a teacher here. There was a formula that made it take about 10 years to get to f/t (now finally changed). I have been without pay for 3 months, and now had to finally rent a place in anticipation of returning to work, so I have to vote "yes", but please keep the comments coming for what alternatives we have. Maybe we have to just educate the public in a better way than picketing; maybe get out and walk around malls and talk to people and hand out pamphlets on how this liberal government is hurting this. Most Asians (probably just the new who are from such a different system) are already against the teachers since they do not seem to understand what is going on. http://www.vancouversun.com/Business/asia-pacific/Chuck+Chiang+Many+Asian+families+place+blame/10202757/story.htmlReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:17 PM First of all, myn thoughts are with you! I think your ideas about using different strategies is smart. Picketing is not a very good strategy to let people know about things. I think using the membership to flood media comment sections would be more effective. Going to talk to the public might be a good idea along with this, I think. Phone the BCTF and ask for support.Delete Reply Marsha HolleySeptember 17, 2014 at 1:36 PM A teachers wife Vote no you have come to far to back down. It is a -----Y DEAL. ReplyDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:45 PM Ask yourself WHY teachers cannot get 1/2 of the average increase in salary of the private sector? (The Libs will tell you because there are sooooooo many teachers, but I also hear that there are provinces where there is a need for teachers!) TORONTO - A new study says that Canadians, on average, can expect about the same size salary increase next year as in 2014. Human resources consultants Pal Benefits says a survey of 401 organizations, mainly in Ontario, Alberta and British Columbia, projected salary increase for 2015 at an average of 2.79 per cent. That was almost unchanged from the 2.74 per cent average increase projected in last year's survey. Meanwhile, in addition to the average salary increase remaining relatively steady year over year, the survey found that the percentage of employers who plan to freeze salaries appears to have stabilized at eight per cent —in the same percentages as was projected in 2014. Breaking down the numbers further, the survey found the average salary increase anticipated in the engineering, financial services and high technology sectors was three per cent. That compared with an average of 2.5 per cent on the low end for organizations in durable manufacturing. https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.htmlReplyDelete "Mama Rose"September 17, 2014 at 9:12 PM I used to agree with you, Tara, and appreciate you bringing these items to your blog to get us all thinking. But after a very long night and day of research and discussion, I realize I will be voting yes tomorrow. Here is why: I don't care about salary or benefit increases. That is not why I went on strike. I don't care if this tentative deal is not good for teachers. That's not why I went on strike either. For me, the single most important issue is class size and composition. I want to work in a classroom where I have enough time and resources available to me to adequately help all the students I teach. And while it is true that this tentative deal will not change anything in the classrooms right now (or at least most of our classrooms), I realized that we couldn't actually make changes in that area because the issues of cs and c is before the courts. When I made that connection and realized that this round of bargaining was really about a "good enough" agreement regarding wages, then the deal seems, well... good enough. BUT, the best part, is the language the BCTF legal team made around the furture court decision (the re-opener). They have it in writing that if we win the court case (which is likely) and when we have to start bargaining class size and comp again (that is exactly what Justice Susan Griffin said we would have to do) we will be STARTING from the 2002 levels. To make this simple to understand, I explained it to my friends using a number line. With this new language, the BCTF starts the next round of bargaining at say a 50. The government will want us to go to 10 or 15, and we'll compromise and end up maybe 25. But WITHOUT that language, we would have started bargaining at a 10 and only gone down from there. So I do believe it is the best deal possible, it still factors in the biggest issue (from my perspective), we do not lose the important gains of the past, and most importantly, everyone gets to go back to school.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 PM Mam Rose, I appreciate your point of view and your courage. However, let me point out to you and the readers that a decision at the BC supreme court might not turn out the way teachers anticipate. We all know that judges are appointed and who does the appointing? "All justices of the BCSC (including the position of Chief Justice and Associate Chief Justice) are appointed by the federal cabinet, on recommendation of the Minister of Justice. Masters are appointed by the provincial cabinet, on recommendation of the Attorney General in consultation with the Chief Justice." (Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Supreme_Court_of_British_Columbia) Now, I would like to think that all of those people are objective, but they are appointed and we know that there are political appointments. They have a lot of discretion over the laws and judgments. I am willing to bet that the BC Liberals do know this and are betitng the farm (or do they know something we don't know) that the Supreme Courts are stacked against teachers? So, I am not sure if we can count on a WIN if we proceed with the court ruling. I think we would be better to negotiate and negotiate a better deal.Delete Reply retaSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:57 AM Yes...no...yes...no...The last two days have been this. I’ve read so many articles and comments over the past few months and, I can say, I have learned a lot. I know this is not a great deal for teachers right now. I will be voting yes. This is why… 1. The children. Without going into the multiple issues (e.g., grad, post secondary, trades, sports, global education/trips, planned activities, those with varying degrees of special needs, those that need a soft place to land, etc., etc.) the children need to get on with their education. 2. The parents. For many parents, this strike is a financial burden. We do not like to be called baby sitters, but for many living below the poverty line, school is a financial relief. Winter is coming; gas bills will be expensive. 3. Poverty. Remember, BC has the highest child poverty rate in Canada. Schools feed and clothe numerous children. 4. The other systems educators work collaboratively with. MFCD, CYMH, foster parents, group homes, and the multitude of non-profit agencies that support vulnerable children and families are bursting at the seams. We are a part of that team. 5. CUPE. While some have been paid during this strike, that money is coming from districts. It was not provided by the government. And, CUPE is a partner in education - from the bus drivers to the tech dept to custodians to secretaries to EAs and so on. 6. Small Businesses. In our little towns, the school district is the number one employer. There is a direct cause-effect relationship between loss of wage and loss of business. 7. Money. The amount of money that is needed to reverse the erosion of the public education system over numerous years cannot be recouped in one sitting. This agreement is a start. It’s not much but the stage has been set. 8. THE COURT CASE. That is why we were on strike. All the other stuff could have been resolved months ago, but our government was working hard to make the court case go away. Well, it still exists. I consider that the victory. We live to fight another day (as rhetorical as that sounds) AND I hope people actually read the ruling and think critically about how a loss could impact the future of the Charter of Rights, and the power of government to contravene those rights. I am guessing we will vote to ratify as so many fear “what’s next?” from this government. It’s nasty business, and I think legislation would be next. VALUING PUBLIC EDUCATION needs to come from a STRONG, CONSISTENT public voice. If we do ratify the agreement, and those in the profession and public think we've given up, we have not. We’ve been fighting for years. We just haven’t been heard… until now. ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:21 AM I understand your point of view, but sometimes you have to fight to get what you want. This is a VERY bad deal, considering: Other people get on average 2.5% salary increases last year and this year and the next and the rest of us get 1% and must feel happy if we do.? (https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html) THIS DEAL is a horrendously BAD deal for kids/parents as well, of course. We are going to continue to be humiliated and be the laughing stock of many people of this province. After a decade of paycuts, WOW, this is what they are willing to offer! WOW! WOW! WOW!Delete Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:30 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Reply Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:37 PM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:08 PM Let's cross our fingers! I think we need a general strike by all unions if CC legislates teachers back. It is time to put the foot down and tell her and the Liberals that, as in the movie Network,"I am mad as hell and I won't take it anymore!"Delete Reply Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 8:26 PM Needs help on some stats for an online debate Looking for the last 10 or 15 years of contractual salary increases in %. So, 1% for 2001, 0% for 2002,...ReplyDelete Children FirstSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:00 PM Well it's all done now. Really hope the teacher's can find another angle to deal with class size and composition as well as student funding. The government will make sure the coming court case never swings your way no matter what. 2nd most expensive place to live in the the world!!! Wonder why and where the money goes??? ReplyDelete AnonSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 PM I'm an outsider, but have followed closely this whole fiasco and this is a RAW deal. Your union hung you out to dry on this one - taking a really bad deal (clearly no one from the BCTF had rudimentary math skills in their toolbox) and then publicly encouraging to the media that teachers accept the deal....what choice did you have - a no vote would have outraged the public. I could go on and on, but the bottom line, in my opinion, is that your union better get some stronger leaders who are PR and technology savvy. Out with Iker and the rest of those who bargained on your behalf - they just got ......well , we know that happened. Whew, can't even believe how screwed you got, absolutely amazing - nothing meaningful gained in the big picture and only very minor gains for a small group of people, bigger losses for the majority.. Wow - I better stop now. Best of luck. Thanks for all you do for our children. ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ▼  September (9) Reflections on the BC Teacher Strike BC Teacher strike - Lessons learned Response to Sandy Garossino Will the Education Fund improve classroom conditio... Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Class composition: a human rights perspective Class size and composition - a short visual histor... Guest post - I WILL HOLD THE LINE Teachers - let your leadership know it is time to ... ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=10056,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 3, Jan./Feb. 2003 Affiliation with the BCFed We share interests and concerns by Patrick Schreck Like many members new to the BCTF, I recently finished my university teacher training and am now developing as a new teacher. I am for a strong vote for affiliation. From my perspective as a new teacher, I do not understand the sentiment of some teachers that we have an identity and interests significantly different from those of employees already affiliated with the BC Fed. My peers, colleagues, and friends who have now graduated from academic and professional programs at university did not perceive a hierarchy of status that separated us one from the other. Our reality was growing lecture and tutorial sizes, diminishing library resources, cuts to programs and student aid, and increasing tuition and student fees—no program was spared. Frequently we rallied together to defend our learning conditions; occasionally we won. Many of us had to work low-wage part-time jobs to make it through school, and many of us are carrying a crushing student debt. Today, those peers, colleagues, and friends of mine are members of CUPE, PSAC, HEU, BCNU, CIEA, BCGEU, and others—all are affiliates of the BC Fed. Having graduated and now working as a teacher, I do not now suddenly feel that my interests are separate from those of my peers, or that I have some special status that makes me different. In fact, Gordon Campbell’s government has made it clear how closely allied we are. Patrick Schreck is a teacher on call, Greater Victoria. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet ""Everyone laughed when I said I wanted to open a button store" http://t.co/4AVIQWDBfB #smallbiz #entrepreneur" @naomiyamamoto - 06:39pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2014/09/tentative-agreement-yes-or-no.html?showComment0751411003047161,Staffroom Confidential: Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, September 16, 2014 Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Despite what I know was a herculean effort on the part of our bargaining team, I very much hope that BC teachers will vote no to the tentative agreement. After five weeks of strike, and twelve years of legal battles, this is not the deal that will restore sanity to public education and it is not a fair deal for teachers and students. Just as teachers in Saskatchewan rejected a deal to ensure a better outcome, I hope BC teachers will consider a no vote to let our team know we have to go back to the bargaining table. Class size, composition The agreement provided a modified LIF fund starting at $75 million per year and increasing to $85 by the last year. It is for teachers only, which will mean a slight improvement in Districts where sizeable portions were spent on Education Assistants or senior District staff rather than teachers. However, in an average size District like Victoria (20,000 students, 1,000 teachers), this will translate into about 5-10 more teachers. That is one for every five schools. To put it in comparison, Justice Griffin's judgement estimated the lost funding due to lost class size language at about $330 million in current dollars. (Read more here about the proposed Education Fund.) I heard so many teachers speak up about the need to ensure that we do not return to over-crowded classes when the strike ends. This agreement does very little to alleviate what is the most pressing issue. Throwing away the court victory The agreement provides a "reopener" in the event we win on appeal our class size language. What this means is that the language returns, but is not implemented until new language is negotiated. Without the actual implementation of the returned language, there will be very little incentive for the government to bargain it back. We would essentially be back in the very same position we are in today, with government trying to bargain it out and us trying to bargain it back in. In my opinion, even if we were legislated back to work we would be in a superior position. If we won the appeal the government would then be forced to implement the language. We are thus throwing away our historic court victory and the bargaining pressure it potentially creates. The reopener is really only mildly less offensive than E80. In both cases, we have to bargain back what was illegally taken from our contract and the government will probably never have to restore it. In fact, the "reopener" creates the perfect opportunity for government to lock us out to try and force us to agree to something far inferior. Throwing away the remedy for the last twelve years The agreement provides $105 million to compensate for grievances over-sized classes for the last twelve years. Using Justice Griffin's estimates, our loss is roughly $300 million times 12 = over $3 billion. I cannot fathom how $105 million is a fair compromise. The BCTF's original proposal to put this money back into the system was a more fair and productive approach. This agreement means we can no longer go to the courts for a fair remedy. Wages The agreement is very close to government's original offer. While I would be willing to accept this if the class size language was returned, teachers should not be taking such a significant monetary loss without the commensurate gain in working conditions. We have lost roughly 12% of our annual salary. We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut. Minimal improvements There are very minimal improvements in preparation time for elementary teachers (10 minutes per week), and TTOC daily rate. The TTOC daily rate change may depend on your grid placement. It could actually be a wage loss for long term TTOCs who are above category 5 and step 7. There is also $11 million in health and dental benefits. At 40,000 members, this is $275 each. Hardly worth consideration in the context of the rest of the agreement. What next? There are a variety of options if we vote no. We can continue the strike. We can choose to return to work and continue bargaining. We do not, and should not, accept an agreement that doesn't meet our needs and doesn't meet the needs of students and public education. When Saskatchewan teachers rejected the first deal which had 5.5% wage increases over four years, the second deal had 7.3% increases over four years. They have said this still isn't good enough. For us, our main issue is classroom conditions. We need to say this isn't good enough. The way to do that is to vote no. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 7:48 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 124 comments: Troy MooreSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:17 PM The EC recommendation states the open clause will be argued from restored language. However, selling our grievances for nothing as the 105 million is strike savings, is plenty of reason to vote no. Further, no composition caps, but a fund controlled by Superintendents is enough reason to vote no. Thursday I will vote no.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:06 PM Re-opener also says "education fund" in place until new language bargained, so old language can disappear forever.Delete Reply Mme RousseauSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:33 PM Government starved us to death hoping we'd vote yes to whatever deal they'd offer. Planned it from the start.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:07 PM We can sill choose (collectively) to return to work if we reject this deal. Many options.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:09 PM Great analysis, Tara! I think that returning to work would be a bad idea. This will frustrate parents more if they need to find new ways to deal with taking care fo kids. USe the money given to you by the other unions. I am a teacher who had to quit for stress over the terrible condition of work (split FI grade 4/5, several low LD kids with little support, one severe with no support, 2 gifted (no support), and a principal who expected me to teach 2 separate social studies AND science programs)Delete Reply Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:56 PM Good points by all but the gov't succeeded in starving my family out and completly breaking us. I will be voting YES and live to fight another dayReplyDelete Replies schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:21 PM 'Fight another day'? In the last twelve years that we have been pushing back against this government, never has the tide tide been so much with teachers, class size/composition, and public education - and never has the government been pushed back onto the ropes (especially with the call for binding arbitration). What 'other day' is being proposed that we wait for? Now is the time. Vote 'no' and give the BCTF bargaining team a renewed mandate to get a decent deal for students and teachers.Delete Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:10 PM "Another day" means to wake up and realize that 2more weeks means my family of 5 could lose our home. It means I will do all I can to recall Cc, Factbender, and other mla's, and maybe even having "a guy I know" have a chat with them. In year 1 of their reign, I don't believe they even know what "the ropes" are. I will vote YES ...for my family, and I can live with thatDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:12 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply Karen FergusonSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:03 PM Just a question: When the Saskatchewan teachers voted no, had they already been on strike for 5 weeks?ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM No. They are working with no contract. They are not on strike.Delete Shannon DavisSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:23 AM I am a Saskatchewan teacher. We are not on strike; we are currently in the conciliation process after voting "no" to 2 previous offersDelete Reply "Mama Rose"September 16, 2014 at 9:27 PM Can we truly return to work without agreeing and continue bargaining? When I suggested returning to work a few weeks ago, the answer was "being on strike puts pressure on the gov't and without pressure they have no reason to settle." And can you explain more how legislating us back would be better than agreeing to this deal? And finally, why would the BCTF executive put forward a deal that was not a good one?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:30 PM Because they need confirmation of the resolve of the membership to get something better. That is what a no vote does.Delete Reply Troylana MSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:28 PM some great points to ponder, tara......thinking thinking....ReplyDelete schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:43 PM If we vote 'no' to the tentative deal we still have options: We'd not have a contract. But we could... a) strike with full picket lines b) partially strike with phase 1 (work-to-rule) in schools c) partially strike with periodic/rotating job action d) continue negotiating e) return to work and re-escalate strike f) some/all of the above ReplyDelete Replies Caroline MackenzieSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:21 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:14 PM a) will expedite matters (I say less that 3 days)Delete Reply danabjornsonSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:05 PM I am thinking that a legislated, crappier contract would only be in effect for 2 years max (before elections...). If we take this offer, then we will be agreeing to this pseudo-E80. Should we win the court case (which we likely will), we will have to settle on the terms of the THIS negotiated contract which doesn't actually restore learning conditions; it simply allows for those conditions to be negotiated. If we say n, then we default to the 2002 contract, which DOES restore the language. A "yes" vote is saying that we are good on "crumbs"; a "no" vote is saying we want an actual meal. That's my understanding, anyway. Please correct me where I am wrong, Tara. :)ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:44 PM And word is IF they legislate, they could opt to legislate back Grade 10-12 only causing the union to have to lay off all teachers and re-hire based on seniority. That will tear the union at the seams pitting teacher against teacher for those positions. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:17 PM There will be a general strike if that were to happen! They better not do this. They will regret it.Delete Reply imaginefunlearningSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:09 PM Some good points on the background of our fight over the past 12 years, which I have been actively engaged in; however we need to recognize the climate we are in. We are not in Sask. people! We have just come through a very long summer!! We need to thank our @bctf bargaining team & recognize the toll this has taken on all of us & our families. I don't have the luxury of more time on the strike line. This may be as good as it gets. Let's read the agreement and consider getting back to work and making some $ again! That's my 2 cents worth, which would come in really handy right now!!!ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:18 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply RobSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:11 PM Go back in work to rule mode. Work this winter to recall every Liberal MLA. ThAt is the only way to apply pressure to these criminals. ReplyDelete Replies Kate RestonSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:03 PM Recall! Not sure who won the battle but the war is still onDelete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:14 AM Well said Kate... I agree 100%Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:20 PM I think say NO and a better deal will be done in less than 3 days. These guys are not criminals, they are lower than that. I bet they get a sick pleasure in hurting the kids and the teachers.Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:31 PM An official recall is in the works: https://www.facebook.com/groups/316129595235450/?fref=ts Please consider joining.Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:26 AM Leah - do you honestly think anyone who voted BC Liberal did so thinking that they would act any differently on the education file?Delete Reply JJSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:16 PM I am glad to see other members who share my views. I am outraged at a 1.2 percent "raise" in salary per year that doesn't even meet inflation of currently 2%. I feel used and abused.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:23 PM Not to mention all of the other pittance! I am actually surprised that Iker asked teachers to vote on this! Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:18 PM Hi Tara Thanks for the summary! Will we be able to vote NO to the deal, but vote YES to returning to work? Will there be three options when we vote Thursday? Why did the BCTF agree to a substandard deal for us? If we vote no to a deal that was recommended to us, the teachers look like the bad guys and public approval will plummet. I am very disappointed and frustratedReplyDelete Replies KataSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:12 AM Public approval will not necessarily plummet. I have seen strikes where the membership has voted against the executive's "best results to date", and ended up with a better offer. This offer is an insult. The $300 million will not bring funding to the national average (I believe). More importantly, the wage offer is half of the average wage increase for public and private workers (StatsCan). Delete Reply MontySeptember 16, 2014 at 10:19 PM Thank you, Tara. My thoughts too, more clearly expressed. As well, Thursday is too soon to vote, too soon to vote, too soon to vote........ReplyDelete Richard ChalkeSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:21 PM Vote no and lose every shred of public support...just sayin!ReplyDelete Replies UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:31 AM I am a member of the public and would support a "no" vote. js!.Delete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:01 AM Richard Chalke, NO you won't! I am a mother with 3 adopted special needs children who need to be in a class that is designed for them and others like them (my kids are academically slightly delayed but their issues are more social and behavioural) where they can receive the education they deserve taught in a way they can comprehend. I will speak now for all the parents I know, and we will support the teacher's if they continue to fight for our children's best interest.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:28 PM It might not be pretty at first, but once we explain things (and I hope the Mandarin-speaking teachers flood the Richmond organization that voiced their concerns), they will back us. The 3 billions that the judge came to is the first I hear about. This should be stated to every newsmedia comment section in the province. Minimize pickets and flood those outlets with commenters, just like the Liberals do. Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:45 PM I am a member of the public and a single Mother of a child in the public school system. You will NOT lose one bit of my support if you vote no. I know that you are sacrificing so that my child can have a better education, and I am most grateful for it. Having said that, I also know that you are exhausted and broke. I have been dreading that you may have to settle for less than what you (we) deserve because the government succeeded in breaking you. I am not in your shoes, so cannot judge. If the vote is a yes, I understand and I am still behind you. Delete Reply Alison RocheSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:25 PM It is a crap deal. It's always a crap deal. Once you raise the stakes to striking, anything else is a cave in. The last time we walked out was the 3 day illegal strike where I threw away 1200$ and got EXACTLY the same contract I had the year before. The BCTF called it a win because they didn't rip up MORE of my contract. Ridiculous. There are a few of us that believe that working to contract, doing 100% of your teaching job and nothing more (like paying for supplies out of your own pocket or EC) is the only way teachers will survive this government. What if they get re-elected again? Then what? Teachers have lost thousands to these clowns to make "statements" about the state of public education in this province. We can't keep sacrificing ourselves and our families. And in the meantime, you talk to parents about why you have to take this crappy road. Because up until this strike they mostly didn't care about the state of education, but god forbid you didn't run a Sports Day. Then suddenly they wanted to know what the hell was going on. Keep the conversation going in schools. Attend your PAC meetings and stop enabling this govt to underfund and overwork the system. And still get paid!ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:20 AM I am very excited at the prospect of returning to my beloved job on Friday. However I will NOT continue to put my personal money into my classroom and I will be seriously reconsidering my involvement in extra curriculars. I think we shoot ourselves in the foot with all the unpaid work we so willingly volunteer to do. Delete Reply FCSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:38 PM I heard a rumour last week from a loose lipped government insider that after the 22nd, depending on the outcome of the negotiations the Liberals were going to announce a 3 step process. I was not clear if this was based on 3 steps to resolve the strike (perhaps the 3rd step is legislation??) or 3 steps to overhaul the education system, either way, they will settle it outright. I wish you all luck and all the information that you need to make a sound decision of what you feel is best.ReplyDelete Replies Lisa BurrowsSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:53 PM I have heard similar rumours. On the 23rd, the gov. was planning on introducing a $6000 per year voucher system for 3 choices: an academic or trades program, or something called EducationCanada. Not clear whether their intention was to privatize the public system, de-certify teachers and hire them back under new wage/benefits. Not clear where these rumours originated from. Maybe fear tactics to get teachers to vote yes. In any event, I plan on voting yes. I signed up to be a teacher, not a martyr. This strike has cost us a lot. We need to regain our livelihood and hopefully continue the conversation about class composition. We have at least awakened many people to the issue, and the court case is still an avenue that could eventually improve teaching and learning conditions.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:33 PM I urge all teachers to fight and say NO to this deal. Retired teacher who had to retire because horrendous work conditions. Make me proud. They will not last long if you say NO! I know this is tough, but there is money and I hear that Van City does offer loan at low to 0 %. Banks do allow you to miss a mortgage payment. Go talki to your banker.Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM Will school districts require teachers to make up missed days, as suggested in the media? Will the school calendar be changing to make up for the missed three weeks and if so will we be made aware of those changes PRIOR to the vote? ReplyDelete KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:41 PM "Wages..... We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut." And that is the cost of going on strike!!! There is nothing that can be done about that. You cannot go on strike and put up the raise you want every week to compensate for your time on strike - it doesn't work that way.ReplyDelete Replies Drew StevensonSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:59 AM I believe the missing "..." Suggests that they meant to refer to the losses against inflation since the last wage step increase. Thus this contract does not allow us to recover the buying power lost to inflation since the last non contract or "0%" year. Add those up and compare against the proposed increase and you see that by the end of the contract, we won't be able to afford the same value of goods (loaves of bread, watts of energy, litres of gas) that we could at the end of the last contracts term. It was not a comment about wages that were lost in the strike. Those are really small potatoes when compared to the grinding power of inflation over years and years. The next contract will use this latest for a bench mark so these losses to inflation will grind at all teachers for as long as they teach. A death of a thousand cuts to our ability to afford basic goods and services. Any raise less than inflation is a cut to the value placed on us and on our ability to pay our bills. Delete Reply Ed SSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:09 PM Having lost $20,000 (including summer school wages) as the single income for a family of five is far too much; I will be voting YES to the deal, unless the independently wealthy teachers out there who wish to continue the strike will pay my bills and mortgage for me.ReplyDelete Replies Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:14 PM I feel ya. Yes for meDelete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:18 AM Ed S. With all due respect (and I mean that), how did you lose $20,000 in the strike? Teachers were out 2 weeks (all out) before they were supposed to be in June, and now 3 weeks for the start of school? It is my understanding that teachers don't get paid through the summer months. Please correct me if I'm wrong, wherever I'm wrong. Shouldn't you have been financially alright for the summer months at least? Also all teachers knew this strike had a possibility of extending into the new school year but no one teacher budgeted for this possibility? I'm truly just trying to get a clear picture of where this all stems. NO disrespect intended.Delete BlairSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:12 AM Kelly, not Ed but if you look at the numbers there was the 10% lockout haircut in May/June plus the loss of most of June and the loss of much of September. In our 1 teacher (1 non) household we calculated a $9 K - $10 K loss so far. If you add summer school earnings you can easily make the loss in the $20 k zone. As for budgeting, we budget for the summer, but did not expect the 10% haircut, nor the loss of June/Sept days which completely messed our budgeting calculations. A very good friend (single teaching mother) was crushed by the loss of the June income and is without a penny today.Delete Mr. SmoothSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:35 PM The only one who didn't get a haircut was Jim Iker... and he needs one more than anyone else. What's with that over-coiffed 70"s mullet Jim? Does wonders for the BCTF brand image!Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:55 PM Jim's hair is not open for discussion in a respectful space like this. As for his salary, he is a teacher who does not get paid when we are on strike.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:04 PM Totally agree!Delete Reply Mr. GSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:24 PM If I thought they could do any better I would agree with voting NO, but you have to be realistic. The BCTF does not use professionals to bargain and always ends up with much less than they promise the membership when asking for a strike vote. While this is not a great deal for teachers, I really think you're fooling yourself if you think it'll get any better.ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:02 AM BCTF needs to be replaced with younger more adept representatives and advocates. Also, we should be hiring professional contract negotiators - you don't go into battle with cut throat corporate types with a wooden knife. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:37 PM This is BAD deal! Say NO to it and show those (expletives) that we will not take it anymore! Come on! Show them that teachers have a spine! They will respect us, oddly!Delete Reply retaSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:51 PM I agree with Richard. Those in the public that are uniformed would be furious, and there are many teachers who just can't afford to use their wages as their voice any longer - too much has already been donated to the government. In my opinion, the deal is pretty lame. I am sitting on the fence.ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:24 AM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:26 AM So true!!! I cannot afford to fight this battle for public education any longer. Why is this my personal and professional obligation??? However I think this deal is weak weak weak. I also think its the best we are going to get. Ideologically I'm on the fence but my wallet will vote YES.Delete Reply SirThinksToo MuchSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:54 PM My wife and I will be voting "Yes" on Thursday for it is the middle path. The easy path would have been for us to go back to school with E-80 & E-81 over our heads. The difficult path would be for us to vote "No" and put our mortgage at risk and having to continue asking retired parents for handouts to feed a family with three kids. The middle path is the wisest choice for us considering the current political climate in which those who do not teach are the quickest to judge it harshly.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:41 PM I understand that this is really tough for you! I almost died teaching a few month ago. I had to quit. Please consider holding on and say no. Remember the short loss in salary will be offset in the LONG-RUn by better salary increase. This is a joke! They will be laughing at you even more if we accept this. This is a very bad deal! However, I do respect your position!Delete Reply DaleSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:16 AM Why would classroom conditions be better on October 9th after being legislated back? We have been outplayed because of our stubborn refusal to outdated, tired old tactics. It is because of these actions that have led us to this terrible deal. Time to reset, regroup and stock up for the long haul. Can't do it if half the members commit hara kiri on themselves. We are a union of professionals not a cult. ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:49 AM Could not agree more.Delete schreck!September 17, 2014 at 9:44 AM Could you please advise which tactics you believe could have been used to secure a superior deal?Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:47 AM Full disclosure: I'm a BC Liberal supporter. The only people who would benefit from a NO vote are the BC Liberals. Teachers would be bargaining with no leverage whatsoever and would be viewed by a large segment of the population as unreasonable. The BC Liberals then get portray themselves as the only party capable of dealing with the BCTF. schreck! says that the BCTF has the government on the ropes, but he couldn't be farther from the truth. The government wants people to view the BCTF as their primary opponent. Disputes like this just shore up the BC Liberal base and protect its right flank. Any half-baked recall campaign will only reinforce that. It's true teachers aren't going to recoup the lost wages from the strike. I would suggest to you that that means this job action was probably not in teachers' interests, especially without any sort of appreciable strike fund. This is the best deal teachers were ever going to get with this government and people should have been able to recognize that in June. If you want my advice (which you probably don't), it would be to spend the next 5 years building up a strike fund, electing better leaders, and hiring a professional negotiating team. Don't bring a knife to a gunfight and expect things to go well. Focus on getting the best deal you can from whoever the government is rather than trying to change the government, the HST, Kinder Morgan or a thousand different issues that distract from education and erode the union's finances further. You'd be doing yourself a favour, and probably doing the NDP a favour at the same time. Also, if schreck! is David Schreck, you can thank his opposition to STV for the last two BC Liberal majorities. I know I do.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:11 PM One step would be to stop making political contributions to the NDP. This only contributes to the childish animosity and lack of trust that has constantly characterized negotiations. How else can the Socreds/Liberals view teachers except as enemies when they so publicly support their opponents. This stupid confrontational immature approach has to STOP!!!!! Education should not be a political fight when it is so obviously a valuable benefit to our society. It was an NDP government that legislated teachers back to work in 1993. Stop making education a political fight.Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:10 PM I don't think they have to go that far. CUPE and the Nurses still contribute to the NDP yet they don't have the same acrimonious relationship. CUPE and the Nurses just make their members their priority, and broader advocacy second.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:55 PM Ryan (possibly a Liberal paid commenter), with all due respect, I disagree with you. The cumulative increase in lieu of this will be better. Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can. I say to Iker, ask for 6% over 3 years because these people love to play the 15% over 15 year game to make it so big on the surface. Some people think that this is 15% every year. Believe me! I have seen it in comment sections. Others believe that the 15% is too high not understanding that they must divide things over the duration of the contract. It is time that we play it smarter. It is time to put the foot down and ask for money given to us by other unions, if it is needed. Banks can accept one late mortgage payment. It would be suicidal for them to not help. Imagine the possible damage if that ever leaks out. They could lose a lot in teacher money. I for one would pull my money out of a bank in support! Teachers are going to show this government that we have a spine! Enough is enough! Aren't you tired of being treated like kids? (Retired teacher who almost died in a car accident because of work conditions that were horrendous. I had to quit.)Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 AM Not paid by the BC Liberals. I pay them actually... :/ I imagine astroturfers of any affiliation wouldn't disclose their bias. "Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can." How did that work in May 2013? If the teachers reject a contract that their own union endorsed, it will make teachers seem unreasonable. Whether that perception is true or fair is irrelevant. It's what will happen, and teachers will be weaker as a result. Take my advice. Build up a strike fund and focus on the internal governance of the BCTF for the next 6 years. You'll be better off for it. Or not. I don't mind you or others making it easier for the party I support to get elected. I'd just rather not see kids and teachers hurt in the process.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:37 AM Ah! The "don't-hurt-kids" card, hey, when you have underfunded education for 12 years! WOW! That takes the cake! Are your trolling? Oh! You are serious? :) Would you be surprised if I don't follow your advice, considering your lack of logic? Would you be surprised if others don't follow your advice? It is ttue that bullies like you and your ilks love to show who is the boss, who is the teacher now! I suspect that is at the root of the problem! No one wants to fail in school! No one wants to get the strap! Sad that today's teachers don't like it too! But, who cares, we are ... teachers! We deserve it! BAH! BAH! BAH!Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:22 PM That's fine. I look forward to another 16 years of BC Liberal government.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:41 PM 16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate! Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan! Sociopaths do that!Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 9:35 AM "16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate!" 16 years of our opponents still don't understand why they lost. Like I said, that's fine with me. If I said the Liberals would be in power for at least another 13 years back in 2004 you probably would have laughed too. Heck, if I told you on May 13 last year that the BC Liberals would be reelected on May 14 you'd probably have laughed too. And you were wrong. Why is that? Answer that question if you want the NDP to win the next election. Without a correct answer to it, the NDP's cause is hopeless. "Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan!" You feel they are flawed, and that's fine. I don't go around calling people who disagree with me sociopaths, nor do I accuse them of being paid shills. But I also don't feel much need to address your ad hominems. There are logical arguments to support your position, but argumentum ad hominem is not one of them. It's a textbook logical fallacy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 1:15 PM Ah! Now I get it! It is all ego-based! You think because you voted the winning party that you are a winner and we are losers! You think because you predicted that the Liberals would win, you are winner. That does not make YOU a winner or the Liberals! It is called DEMOGRAPHICS, you expletives. The baby boomers are getting old and because they have more assets and won't make a whole lot more for too long, they need to vote a govn't who is going to do just that! It is not rocket science! WOW! You think you are so superior when your party stole an election with 47% of the popular vote. That's not a majority and your party should not have been elected. BTW, did you delete from your ethical memory the words Ethnic voting scandal? The field is slanted and you know it. However, you are so willing to minimize, forget the scams and bad fairplay tactics like a sociopath is allowed to minimize or ignore his or victims emotions that you don't see that you are the loser, we are the victim of your constant bullying. 1% wage increases after years of 0% increases and you can justify that when Yahoo reports that the average Canadian can hope to get 2.5% this and next year: https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html You Liberals behave like fascists, but we can't call you that because that's not allowed! Well! Guess what? It is and you are. Live with it! You keep on dreaming you are a genius! :) I am retired, getting soon a nice pension, and laughing at you from a beach somewhere! AHAHA! Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 2:14 PM What's with the name calling Peter? For someone claiming to be retired you really don't show the wisdom of age. For someone who talks about logic, you use logical fallacies like ad hominems a lot too. It's a fair point that the BC Liberals didn't get a majority of the vote (and I'm a very big supporter of electoral reform). The BC Liberals + Conservatives did though, and I don't think it's realistic to expect the BC Conservatives to have been more generous had they been part of government. Last time I checked I just voted. I didn't "victimize" anyone. Perhaps your rage is misplaced. If you think the election was "stolen" I'm afraid I have to question your grasp on reality though. "Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?" I'm glad you'll have a pleasant retirement Peter. I have no ill will towards you. I'm not sure why you think I do. I'm not saying people were *right* to vote BC Liberal. That's a matter of opinion. All I'm saying is people *did* vote BC Liberal. More voted BC Liberal than BC NDP for the last 5 elections in a row actually. You need to understand why that happened in order to change it for the next election. Clearly you're not interested in that though. Which is fair enough. Just remember next time you're upset about something the BC Liberals do that your lack of interest is part of why the BC Liberals get elected at all.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 3:23 PM I love your culture --or the lack of thereof! Guess what, stop thinking averybody is white and must follow your little rules. Namecalling? Sociopath? Whaaaat? And, what if you are? Still can't call you that? :) You fascist right-wingers are big on censorship! I just don't like you giving us lessons on how to get the NDP in. As stated, people are voting right of the NDP because it is a matter of demographics and a little ethnic vote buying on the side. The rest is mumbo jombo. Yes, of course, they will have to go on strike in the future and yes they will have to build a strike fund. The Liberals stole that from the BCTF too! And, you wonder why I don't have any respect for them? Yes, electoral reform is needed! We agree!Delete Reply JJ GeorgeSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:46 AM As a parent, I support the teachers and respect whether they choose to vote yes or no. However I noticed a discrepancy here from other information I've read regarding prep time for elementary teachers. Here it states minimal improvement to prep time - only 10 minutes per week being added. Elsewhere I read that it is 100 minutes per week for prep, increasing by an additional 10 minutes in the final year. That is a significant difference, and worth noting. Or have I completely misunderstood?ReplyDelete Replies Anne-MarieSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:59 AM Elementary teachers currently have 90 minutes of preparation time per week so an increase to 100 minutes per week is only gaining 10 minutes. In other provinces and some private schools they have as much as 45 minutes of prep time per day.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:56 PM Thank you for inquiring!Delete DW ZSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:57 PM You're right JJ George. There is a significant difference around the province regarding preparation times. In my district elementary teachers currently get 100 minutes of prep time. This new proposal is useless to me. I'll have to wait 6 years to gain an extra 10 minutes. Delete Reply UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:11 AM Almost nobody gets cost of living adjustments. Also inflation is NOT 2%. Do some research and look at the CPI for BC over the last 24 months. The average over the last 2 years is 0.7%, not 2%. The CPI changes every month so you cant just look at the highest month and declare that THE inflation rate. Check out the 12 month averages document for the actual numbers. http://www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/StatisticsBySubject/Economy/ConsumerPriceIndex.aspx All that being said I support the teachers. if you think this is a bad deal as a parent my dream would be for the teachers to vote no but continue bargaining because I do think the kids need to be in school and I do fear that the teachers will lose all support if the strike continues. All I ask as a parent is that you do your own research and try not to be swayed by all the opinions. ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:01 AM Inflation for August was 2.1% (http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/economy/cpi-report-expected-to-reveal-rise-in-canadas-core-inflation-rate/article20593943/). The CPI is a year-over-year calculation.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:43 AM Inflation should be looked at as a yearly average, not an individual month.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:34 PM The lawyers do not believe we have compromised our court deal. Our leadership would not have sold us out. We dodged a bullet. The Premier had something loaded even if we are not sure what it was. The idea that we could simply return to work is not guaranteed. I think a no vote could easily lead to the Liberals locking us out again because the Premier wants to crush us and she will use any excuse. She did not want to take the advice of her people and do this deal. I am certain a plan for drastic action (where we have to take the concessions they had planned) or worse - was in place. We can't guarantee the press will do any better job explaining the complexities should we say no. They rarely sided with us in markets outside of Vancouver where people are more political and they often misled or allowed others to mislead. They are not helping and would sensationalize. This would see dissolution of support very quickly - especially if we asked for wages. (Though admittedly it angers me that we can't ask for wages without being accused of being greedy when that is what most bargaining units do). But we have argued this is about kids and while this is not ideal - it is better to have teachers than not. The deal does suck in that it does not bring us to par - but this fight needs to be won with a strategy that is political and capacity will do that in another round. We have some support - but it is limited to the choir. We need to have the pews too. We need to build that capacity while working and continue to find allies because the fight is bigger than most people want to consider. This is about ideology and about privatization. Education always was political but never more so than now and we have to fight this party or the conservatives who would do the same or worse. No teacher who is responsible can ignore the politics any longer. That is simply the truth. If you work in the system you better get informed and you better be prepared to fight until retirement for the system. That said, I want to ask the same question others are asking: Why is this the job of 42,000 teachers and not the job of all citizens who want equality to fight for this right? It is time (while the conversation is still on-going and up to and including election night) for us to guide the public where we can but mainly play our part by not propping the system up. Make poverty known. Make noise about shortfalls, ask questions (in the media or in board offices ) about who is going to fix it instead of paying ourselves, volunteer some but wait for the pubic to step up so they see what schools lack. I hate the deal too. But I trust Vince Ready and Iker and I don't think we could have done better right now. I think we dodged a bullet because I have read everything this government has put out and followed the trail. They plan to privatize and they are just looking for the route. Voting YES for now does not mean we are giving up. It does not mean a win in the way we wanted but we have won a battle that will lead to us winning the war. If we don't rest up and stock up we might not get there.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:57 PM Well, if it is bigger than just this battle, then we will need ALL the unions to strike if they do indeed use drastic (draconian) measures. I say it is time for ALL of the unions to call a general strike. I guarantee that they will not like that one bit. What will they do then? Call the army? :) People in Europe, at the end of the 19th century stood up in mines. General strikes do occur in Europe and have. If you think you had it tough, think of them who stood tall for US in tougher times and conditions. Make sacrifices. Sell furniture. Tutor on the side. Ask for the BCTF money. Ask your banker to help. As friends and relatives. If we say NO, it won't last long. If they legislate us back, let's call a general province-wide strike of all unions. Delete Reply Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:47 AM Between CC's smug smile as she celebrates slaughtered teachers and Jim Iker's goofy grin - seemingly unaware that he has been a willing puppet, I am thoroughly disgusted. Over the next 5 years, teachers will be in an increasingly bad situation financially, classrooms will continue to be too large and complex with increasing medical, social and environmental issues impacting academic delivery. It could not be less obvious that things will continue to worsen. The Liberals have ensured that BC is rapidly becoming the Canadian Monaco for rich off shore interests and wealthy corporations. Soon the underpaid "workers" will have to be bussed in daily to Vancouver - Asian style. The only recourse is to move to just about any other province and bring in up to $100,000 more over the six years with much less cost of living. So we are bailing, encouraged by friends who have gotten positions in Manitoba and Alberta. My colleagues and I discovered through contacting several school boards across Canada that specialist (special needs and behavioural) and secondary science teachers are in particular demand. I want to work in a professional, respectful environment where the needs of all children are considered a priority and where I feel inspired to do my best. However, I want my vote to reflect the wishes of teachers who will be here over the next 6 (5) years, so very much appreciate your blog and opportunity to read the comments.ReplyDelete Bert SlaterSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:11 AM To vote YES will throw away 12 years of effort, and 2 victories in BC Supreme Court. To vote YES will be to snatch defeat from the jaws of victory. If you vote YES what bargaining power do you think you will have - the government will do nothing, and then what do you think you will do - take job action? PLEASE VOTE NO.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:59 PM Time to show you have a spine!Delete Reply RodSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:06 AM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Cool HandSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 AM Wouldn't a 'No' vote be a vote of no confidence in the BCTF itself?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:02 AM Not at all. It is just a message to the leadership we need to do better. The strength of the union is the members, and we support the leadership by giving them direction through democratic means.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:40 PM I disagree. How else can a recommendation by the EC to vote yes be interpreted? Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:00 PM I am sure people will interpret this both ways, but it is a vote. If it is supposed to be a "Yes", because it might be interpreted one way, then why bother having a vote?Delete Kate TSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:07 AM Yes , it would be. I don't think we could come out much better than this with this government. How will a No obtain that? Christy will be happy, she can declare the BCTF gone and roll out her plan to privatize. Delete Reply David DeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:06 AM A no vote would be a rejection of a the court victories defied by the government and an inadequate deal containing some vague promises that won't meet the needs of teachers or students on class size and other important issues.In Ontario elementary teachers get 200 minutes of prep time per 5 day cycle. I know there is financial hardship, but the union has received close to $2 million in donations from other unions; is there no way of accessing hardship funds? At minimum, vote no and return to work on work to rule with various strike options.ReplyDelete Erica JonesSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:25 AM This article actually makes me so mad. It is NOT better for the kids that they have missed almost all of june and all of september. This is what you signed up for in BC as a teacher. Get on board or GET OUT.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:20 PM Is this really what teachers signed up for? At my high school, each class has about 30 kids, with an average of 17 kids per classroom with an identified learning disability. Our district says that there should be no more than 4 kids per classroom.. How do you expect non-specialist teachers to help each student when over half of them require more resources because of a learning disability? Furthermore, are you generalizing the "better-ness" to all the kids in BC? Because I don't think that it would be better if kids went back considering the learning environment isn't up to par. There are barely any Education Assistants, and support teachers for the multitude of children who need them. While I recognize and appreciate your enthusiasm for education, please realize that the public school system isn't a daycare. Also, please think about your words and the learning environment prior to speaking out. By the way, we're not an autocracy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:08 PM I can understand your frustration! Understand mine! I almost died at 7:30 pm one night returning from teaching a FI split class with several students who did not get enough support or no support at all. The principal expressed to me that he expected me to teach 2 different social studies programs and 2 different science programs. ANYONE I talked to knows that this is impossible to do, especially in French Immersion when kids get no support at home and books are often too hard for students to read. I had to quit my job. I did it for me and did it for the kids. I was like a surgeon who is asked to operate on 5 patients with an old scalpel with 2 inexperienced nurses. Predictably, 4 patients would die and I would be reprimanded! Teachers are put in terrible conditions and kids too. I hope you have the openmind to consider the reality of this honest personal anecdote. I also wish you to understand that this is likely not an isolated incident. What will it take? A kid to commit suicide because he or she is not getitng enough support?Delete Reply hilarySeptember 17, 2014 at 10:29 AM It is incorrect to equate lost funding with what the teachers would have received in grievances. The two are not equivalent. The starting position of the BCTF was $225M, so they never expected $3B to resolve grievances. I'm also interested to know where you get your figures on overcrowded classrooms. A recent Globe and Mail article says that classrooms are, on average, smaller than the caps set in 2002.ReplyDelete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:36 AM The signing bonus should be roughly $2500 each: 105 million divided by 41 thousand.ReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:53 AM It is not that simple. The $105 million is to be allocated by the union. The term "signing bonus" has been crossed off on the signed document. Some of that money may be used to pay union debts. Don't know this but clarification would be useful.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:16 PM Just quoting from the CBC news website, "And finally there are details of $105-million fund to settle grievances stemming from the ongoing court case. The BCTF says that money will be given out as a signing bonus, with specific amount yet to be determined."Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:34 AM I think it would be smart to put at least part of it into your strike fund.Delete Reply WheelsSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:55 AM If the money is used as a signing bonus, it should be based on FTEReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:12 PM Yes I am sure it will be based on FTE. The question is how much of the $105 Million is actually distributed. This is up to the union, and I am told that it is yet to be decided.Delete GuruSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:44 PM And don't forget all the retired teachers who are entitled to a share of it.Delete Reply Geoff OrmeSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:18 PM In another discussion of this someone suggested that under BC Labour Law a no vote means rejection of the proposed deal, and that means the strike continues until either: - the union in question elects to stand down - another tentative deal is presented or - the government imposes a legislated contract. I think the last of these is the most likely, and I believe the legislated contract would be draconian and brutal. What do you think, Tara? Also, I would appreciate your thoughts on Sandy Garossino's comments at https://storify.com/Garossino/should-teachers-accept-the-contractReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:14 PM If this is so, in a few month (likely a couple of years), teachers will win so much more with a Supreme Court judgment! It is possible that the Liberals know that the higher courts are stacked by Liberal judges (that is what happen when judges are chosen, not elected). In any case, a negative settlement (or not a great judgment) will galvinize the public to reform the way the Supreme court judges are being chosen. I doubt that any govn't will want that to happen. A legislated contract will make the LIbs look like sociopaths and dictators.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:47 PM Peter I think you are expecting far too much from the public, many of whom are only paying attention to this matter due to kids being home from school. The public are not remotely this savvy on the political process.Delete Reply IslanderSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:09 PM I am a continuing education teacher. We have it even worse and we are not listened to enough about our poor conditions. Those include no prep time (and we do have to mark and do report cards many times a year sometimes and commonly for 30 students in a class), travelling to different schools with no compensation, and having next to no breaks in between 3 hour classes. I worked for two years with no lunch break and taught 6 hours straight (just 15 min. breaks) to be told, "don't complain since there are others who will do it". We then got 15 min. breaks in between classes. Most of our students are wealthy immigrants, many who try to stay in classes as long as possible since the classes are free. After spending a year in Germany, I realize how better organized it is where the immigrants pay to learn the language on a sliding scale, and have to pay for a student book as well for each class. We do not even have text books, but photocopy so much at tax payers' expense. This is not right. I then teach summer school since we were not on a 12 month continual salary and most of those students are also immigrants (at least 75%). This is also free and it is becoming so common and the new immigrants know this is free babysitting and tutoring. I think one main problem is that we have so many new immigrants in our classes who need ESL like this article states about our inclusion style of education nowadays: http://www.vancouversun.com/life/Shelley+Fralic+trouble+with+schools/10203596/story.html I am honored to be teaching and like my job, but it does get exhausting especially since I need two or three jobs to pay the mortgage that I now no longer have.. back to renting since it all I can afford in this city that has become so expensive. And many don't realize that it is very very difficult to get to full time work as a teacher here. There was a formula that made it take about 10 years to get to f/t (now finally changed). I have been without pay for 3 months, and now had to finally rent a place in anticipation of returning to work, so I have to vote "yes", but please keep the comments coming for what alternatives we have. Maybe we have to just educate the public in a better way than picketing; maybe get out and walk around malls and talk to people and hand out pamphlets on how this liberal government is hurting this. Most Asians (probably just the new who are from such a different system) are already against the teachers since they do not seem to understand what is going on. http://www.vancouversun.com/Business/asia-pacific/Chuck+Chiang+Many+Asian+families+place+blame/10202757/story.htmlReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:17 PM First of all, myn thoughts are with you! I think your ideas about using different strategies is smart. Picketing is not a very good strategy to let people know about things. I think using the membership to flood media comment sections would be more effective. Going to talk to the public might be a good idea along with this, I think. Phone the BCTF and ask for support.Delete Reply Marsha HolleySeptember 17, 2014 at 1:36 PM A teachers wife Vote no you have come to far to back down. It is a -----Y DEAL. ReplyDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:45 PM Ask yourself WHY teachers cannot get 1/2 of the average increase in salary of the private sector? (The Libs will tell you because there are sooooooo many teachers, but I also hear that there are provinces where there is a need for teachers!) TORONTO - A new study says that Canadians, on average, can expect about the same size salary increase next year as in 2014. Human resources consultants Pal Benefits says a survey of 401 organizations, mainly in Ontario, Alberta and British Columbia, projected salary increase for 2015 at an average of 2.79 per cent. That was almost unchanged from the 2.74 per cent average increase projected in last year's survey. Meanwhile, in addition to the average salary increase remaining relatively steady year over year, the survey found that the percentage of employers who plan to freeze salaries appears to have stabilized at eight per cent —in the same percentages as was projected in 2014. Breaking down the numbers further, the survey found the average salary increase anticipated in the engineering, financial services and high technology sectors was three per cent. That compared with an average of 2.5 per cent on the low end for organizations in durable manufacturing. https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.htmlReplyDelete "Mama Rose"September 17, 2014 at 9:12 PM I used to agree with you, Tara, and appreciate you bringing these items to your blog to get us all thinking. But after a very long night and day of research and discussion, I realize I will be voting yes tomorrow. Here is why: I don't care about salary or benefit increases. That is not why I went on strike. I don't care if this tentative deal is not good for teachers. That's not why I went on strike either. For me, the single most important issue is class size and composition. I want to work in a classroom where I have enough time and resources available to me to adequately help all the students I teach. And while it is true that this tentative deal will not change anything in the classrooms right now (or at least most of our classrooms), I realized that we couldn't actually make changes in that area because the issues of cs and c is before the courts. When I made that connection and realized that this round of bargaining was really about a "good enough" agreement regarding wages, then the deal seems, well... good enough. BUT, the best part, is the language the BCTF legal team made around the furture court decision (the re-opener). They have it in writing that if we win the court case (which is likely) and when we have to start bargaining class size and comp again (that is exactly what Justice Susan Griffin said we would have to do) we will be STARTING from the 2002 levels. To make this simple to understand, I explained it to my friends using a number line. With this new language, the BCTF starts the next round of bargaining at say a 50. The government will want us to go to 10 or 15, and we'll compromise and end up maybe 25. But WITHOUT that language, we would have started bargaining at a 10 and only gone down from there. So I do believe it is the best deal possible, it still factors in the biggest issue (from my perspective), we do not lose the important gains of the past, and most importantly, everyone gets to go back to school.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 PM Mam Rose, I appreciate your point of view and your courage. However, let me point out to you and the readers that a decision at the BC supreme court might not turn out the way teachers anticipate. We all know that judges are appointed and who does the appointing? "All justices of the BCSC (including the position of Chief Justice and Associate Chief Justice) are appointed by the federal cabinet, on recommendation of the Minister of Justice. Masters are appointed by the provincial cabinet, on recommendation of the Attorney General in consultation with the Chief Justice." (Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Supreme_Court_of_British_Columbia) Now, I would like to think that all of those people are objective, but they are appointed and we know that there are political appointments. They have a lot of discretion over the laws and judgments. I am willing to bet that the BC Liberals do know this and are betitng the farm (or do they know something we don't know) that the Supreme Courts are stacked against teachers? So, I am not sure if we can count on a WIN if we proceed with the court ruling. I think we would be better to negotiate and negotiate a better deal.Delete Reply retaSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:57 AM Yes...no...yes...no...The last two days have been this. I’ve read so many articles and comments over the past few months and, I can say, I have learned a lot. I know this is not a great deal for teachers right now. I will be voting yes. This is why… 1. The children. Without going into the multiple issues (e.g., grad, post secondary, trades, sports, global education/trips, planned activities, those with varying degrees of special needs, those that need a soft place to land, etc., etc.) the children need to get on with their education. 2. The parents. For many parents, this strike is a financial burden. We do not like to be called baby sitters, but for many living below the poverty line, school is a financial relief. Winter is coming; gas bills will be expensive. 3. Poverty. Remember, BC has the highest child poverty rate in Canada. Schools feed and clothe numerous children. 4. The other systems educators work collaboratively with. MFCD, CYMH, foster parents, group homes, and the multitude of non-profit agencies that support vulnerable children and families are bursting at the seams. We are a part of that team. 5. CUPE. While some have been paid during this strike, that money is coming from districts. It was not provided by the government. And, CUPE is a partner in education - from the bus drivers to the tech dept to custodians to secretaries to EAs and so on. 6. Small Businesses. In our little towns, the school district is the number one employer. There is a direct cause-effect relationship between loss of wage and loss of business. 7. Money. The amount of money that is needed to reverse the erosion of the public education system over numerous years cannot be recouped in one sitting. This agreement is a start. It’s not much but the stage has been set. 8. THE COURT CASE. That is why we were on strike. All the other stuff could have been resolved months ago, but our government was working hard to make the court case go away. Well, it still exists. I consider that the victory. We live to fight another day (as rhetorical as that sounds) AND I hope people actually read the ruling and think critically about how a loss could impact the future of the Charter of Rights, and the power of government to contravene those rights. I am guessing we will vote to ratify as so many fear “what’s next?” from this government. It’s nasty business, and I think legislation would be next. VALUING PUBLIC EDUCATION needs to come from a STRONG, CONSISTENT public voice. If we do ratify the agreement, and those in the profession and public think we've given up, we have not. We’ve been fighting for years. We just haven’t been heard… until now. ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:21 AM I understand your point of view, but sometimes you have to fight to get what you want. This is a VERY bad deal, considering: Other people get on average 2.5% salary increases last year and this year and the next and the rest of us get 1% and must feel happy if we do.? (https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html) THIS DEAL is a horrendously BAD deal for kids/parents as well, of course. We are going to continue to be humiliated and be the laughing stock of many people of this province. After a decade of paycuts, WOW, this is what they are willing to offer! WOW! WOW! WOW!Delete Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:30 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Reply Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:37 PM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:08 PM Let's cross our fingers! I think we need a general strike by all unions if CC legislates teachers back. It is time to put the foot down and tell her and the Liberals that, as in the movie Network,"I am mad as hell and I won't take it anymore!"Delete Reply Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 8:26 PM Needs help on some stats for an online debate Looking for the last 10 or 15 years of contractual salary increases in %. So, 1% for 2001, 0% for 2002,...ReplyDelete Children FirstSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:00 PM Well it's all done now. Really hope the teacher's can find another angle to deal with class size and composition as well as student funding. The government will make sure the coming court case never swings your way no matter what. 2nd most expensive place to live in the the world!!! Wonder why and where the money goes??? ReplyDelete AnonSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 PM I'm an outsider, but have followed closely this whole fiasco and this is a RAW deal. Your union hung you out to dry on this one - taking a really bad deal (clearly no one from the BCTF had rudimentary math skills in their toolbox) and then publicly encouraging to the media that teachers accept the deal....what choice did you have - a no vote would have outraged the public. I could go on and on, but the bottom line, in my opinion, is that your union better get some stronger leaders who are PR and technology savvy. Out with Iker and the rest of those who bargained on your behalf - they just got ......well , we know that happened. Whew, can't even believe how screwed you got, absolutely amazing - nothing meaningful gained in the big picture and only very minor gains for a small group of people, bigger losses for the majority.. Wow - I better stop now. Best of luck. Thanks for all you do for our children. ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ▼  September (9) Reflections on the BC Teacher Strike BC Teacher strike - Lessons learned Response to Sandy Garossino Will the Education Fund improve classroom conditio... Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Class composition: a human rights perspective Class size and composition - a short visual histor... Guest post - I WILL HOLD THE LINE Teachers - let your leadership know it is time to ... ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=16788,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2008 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 2, October 2008  US state-wide testing opens the doors to privatization By Steven Miller Across the US, state-wide testing became the latest fad in the mid-1990s. States developed their list of standards for each course and students were tested yearly to see if they were really meeting the standards. This was when US teachers should have stopped “standardized testing” right in it’s tracks. It only gets worse if you don’t. “Meeting standards” has been used for years to privatize public health hospitals in the US. Though we don’t have a system of national health care, most big cities had public health hospitals that were free to the poor. Over a decade ago, newspapers started publishing “report cards” to show how hospitals, both public and private, were “meeting industry standards.” Since public hospitals had to take whoever walked in the doors (usually the sickest), they can never match the success rate of private hospitals. The next step was to close down the public hospitals and turn them over to for-profit corporations, which opened them as private hospitals. The privatizing onslaught on public schools begins with state-wide testing, but it doesn’t end there. There are a whole series of stages that follow, each nastier than the last. The next one is that the tests suddenly become “high-stakes” tests. If students can’t pass the tests, they are not allowed to graduate. Then each state was required to use these tests for George Bush’s “No Child Left Behind” (NCLB). This unfunded federal mandate requires every public school to meet extremely detailed testing requirements (e.g., 95% of every nationality in the school must be tested) or the school fails the test. After three years of failure, the federal government withdraws its contribution for the education of poor children. To get this money back, the school must turn over increasing amounts of its budget to private companies, which, presumably, can do a better job. NCLB reinforces the apartheid education that exists in the US. Suburban schools in our country rank among the best in the world by every standard. Since they have relatively few impoverished children, the threat of withdrawing federal money is insignificant. However, the large urban school districts, regularly dealing with 80% impoverished kids, cannot survive without the money. NCLB thus targets these schools for privatization. Step Three is when our schools are forced to put in scripted reading programs. These programs have failed to meet federal tests to verify how effective they are. Nevertheless schools must buy them and implement them. Last year, in Oakland, California, where I teach, an elementary school teacher was doing her scripted learning segment. A boy accidently urinated on himself in his seat. The teacher naturally stopped the class to help. Her principal wrote her up for “going off the script.” The latest stage is framed as “benchmark tests and pacing guides.” These are designed by the textbook companies and are imposed on the whole school district. The pacing guides determine how much time a teacher has to cover each topic in the textbook. This is followed with the test. If you teach to a “teachable moment”—like an historic presidential election—you are off the script and the kids will fail the benchmark test. In Oakland, elementary schools have as many as six of these a year (plus two state-standard tests). However, our district states that young students cannot be relied on to fill in the little circles on the computer sheet correctly. So the kids circle the pictures and then the teachers must “bubble-in” the forms for each kid—on their own time—at least eight times a year! As the new school year begins here in Oakland, we now have 27 kids in Kindergarten for each teacher. Their day lasts 6.5 hours—with no naps! The extra time is deemed necessary so the kids can do scripted reading and learn how to take standardized tests. This ever-expanding testing regime is sold to us as a way to identify which kids need help. Of course, any teacher knows this after two days with the kids. The lie is proven since if “helping” the kids was the goal, then money would follow. Instead it is actually withdrawn from these students under NCLB. The real goal of testing is to open the door to privatization, quite similarly as to how it was done with public health hospitals. The privatizers are quite open about this. Frederick Hess is the education expert for the American Business Roundtable—the US version of the Canadian Council of CEOs. He writes in his book Educational Entrepreneurship (p 252): “There are steps that would make K–12 schooling more attractive for for-profit investment… For one thing, imposing clear standards for judging educational effectiveness would reassure investors… “ The testing regime violates every way that children learn. Every child has different issues and needs different educational support. Standardized testing makes this impossible. Perhaps the biggest tragedy is that by the time the kids reach high school, a large majority have never experienced what learning really is, they think that learning is testing, and they have decided that they don’t want to learn. Steven Miller has taught in Oakland, California, for 24 years. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/hashtag/teachers,Tweets about #teachers hashtag on Twitter টুইটার অনুসন্ধান অনুসন্ধান টুইটার খুঁজুন সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ ভাষা : বাংলা. हिन्दी Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন টুইটার-এ নতুন ? আজই যোগদান করুন » সাইন ইন করুন ফোন, ইমেল বা ব্যবহারকারীর নাম পাসওয়ার্ড সাইন ইন আমাকে মনে রাখুন পাসওয়ার্ড ভুলে গেছেন? ইতিমধ্যে আপনি কি টেক্সট বার্তার মাধ্যমে টুইটার ব্যবহার করছেন? #teachers -এ তাত্ক্ষণিক আপডেট পান সবকিছু মানুষজন ছবিসমূহ ভিডিওগুলি খবর সময়রেখা সমূহ উন্নত অনুসন্ধান সর্বত্র আপনার কাছাকাছি কাকে অনুসরণ করবেন · রিফ্রেশ · সবকটি দেখুন জনপ্রিয অ্যাকাউন্টগুলি · বন্ধুদের অনুসন্ধান করুন · পরিবর্তন © 2014 টুইটার সম্বন্ধে সহায়তা শর্তাবলী গোপনতা কুকিগুলো বিজ্ঞপ্তি তথ্য ব্র্যান্ড ব্লগ স্ট্যাটাস অ্যাপস চাকরিসমূহ বিজ্ঞাপন ব্যবসা সমূহ মিডিয়া ডেভেলপারগণ ডিরেক্টরি বন্ধ প্রবণতা ট্রেন্ডস আপনার জন্য উপযোগী। ট্রেন্ডের মাধ্যমে আপনি সহজেই আপনার আগ্রহের খবরাখবর পেতে পারছেন। আপনি কোথায় থাকেন এবং কাদের অনুসরণ করেন তার উপরে ভিত্তি করে ট্রেন্ড উপস্থাপিত করা হয়। পরিবর্তন উপযোগী করা ট্রেন্ডস রাখুন বিশ্বব্যাপী প্রবণতা পান সম্পন্ন অনুসন্ধান বিকল্প এই অনুসন্ধান স্থাপিত করুন #teachers এর জন্য ফলাফল শীর্ষ / সব FINK AFRICA ‏ @FINKAFRICA ১ মিনিট Say thank you to a teacher as we Launch teacher coaching tool http://joulapublishing.com/2014/10/03/celebrating-worlds-teachers-day/ … #teachers #TeachersDay @_THEVAP সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Marshall Tuck ‏ @MarshallTuck ২ মিনিট CA needs a good evaluation system for #teachers & administrators. The #Tuck2014 #MarshallPlan will make it happen: http://marshal.lt/2g  সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট ThePhDProject ‏ @ThePhDProject ৪১ মিনিট PhD Project Looks Ahead to Diversifying Leaders and #Teachers at Business Schools @INSIGHT_News @KPMG_US http://ow.ly/ClKhe  Kearny, NJ সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট RiShawn Biddle ‏ @dropoutnation ১ ঘন্টা At Dropout Nation: The @AFTunion's $2 Million Spending Spree in Philly http://dropoutnation.net/?p=16041  #edreform #teachers সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Dr. Michele Borba ‏ @micheleborba ২ ঘন্টা 25 Ways to Help Kids (& Students) Learn Good Ol Responsibility! http://micheleborba.com/blog/25-ways-to-help-your-students-learn-responsibility/ … #Teachers #parenting pic.twitter.com/g4WpU2HfbY ফটো দেখুন ছবি লুকান প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট মানুষজন · সবকটি দেখুন এবং আরো পুনঃটুইটকৃত ৫৫ সময়াবলী Microsoft Education ‏ @Microsoft_EDU ৫ অক্টোবর Today, we honor the dedicated #teachers who work to empower students everyday. Happy #WorldTeachersDay! pic.twitter.com/Gz0OqL8DwL ৯:০৩ পূর্বাহ্ণ - ৫ অক্টোবর, ২০১৪ · বিবরণ সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Shelly S Terrell ‏ @ShellTerrell ৩ ঘন্টা Awesome! Why I Tweet as a Teacher pic.twitter.com/7mDlGObAmR via @danieldmccabe @LearningList #NTChat #Teachers #CNEDCHAT #ce14 #Edchat ফটো দেখুন ছবি লুকান প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট NBC10 Philadelphia ‏ @NBCPhiladelphia ৩ ঘন্টা . @jerrytjordan: "We are not indentured servants" http://on.nbc10.com/friaDr7  | #PHLed @phillyeducation #Teachers pic.twitter.com/WGkNbNMgxf ফটো দেখুন ছবি লুকান প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Shelly S Terrell ‏ @ShellTerrell ৩ ঘন্টা Live Online Pres today! Saddle Em Up & Rope Em In! Teach like a Cowboy/ Cowgirl http://goo.gl/mVBdrp  #EdChat #Teachers সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট UNESCO ‏ @UNESCO ৩ ঘন্টা Female #teachers can make classrooms feel safer for #girls, but in #Mali less than 30% of #teachers are female: http://on.unesco.org/teachers-map  সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট GuardianWitness ‏ @GuardianWitness ৪ ঘন্টা 'Support you don't appreciate at the time' Share your stories of what your #teachers taught you via @GuardianWitness http://t.gu.com/CkWvq  সারাংশ দেখ সারাংশ লুকান প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট TNTP ‏ @TNTP ৪ ঘন্টা If #teachers are so important, why do we treat them like widgets, not professionals? #WidgetEffect http://owl.li/C9VqV  সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট U.S. House History ‏ @USHouseHistory ৪ ঘন্টা Happy #worldteachersday! Our gift to #teachers, http://1.usa.gov/1pNrrYU  Thanks for all that you do! ১১:০০ পূর্বাহ্ণ - ৬ অক্টোবর, ২০১৪ · বিবরণ সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট EdTechReview ‏ @etr_in ৫ ঘন্টা How an Indian Teacher is Transforming High School Practices Using Technology - EdTechReview™ http://bit.ly/Z8xijC  #educators #teachers সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Aboriginal Affairs ‏ @ONAboriginal ৬ ঘন্টা #Teachers: use a free copy of the First Nations & Treaties map w/your lessons: http://ontario.ca/biej  (search 'treaties') #TreatyON সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট TeacherSuppNetwork ‏ @teachersupport ৬ ঘন্টা Yest was World Teachers' Day. We want to say a big thank you for all you dedicated and inspiring #teachers out there! pic.twitter.com/UngtYHdJA9 ফটো দেখুন ছবি লুকান প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট HeritageLincolnshire ‏ @HeritageLincs ৬ ঘন্টা Calling all #teachers, group leaders & event organisers! Looking for learning #resources or a special place to visit? http://ow.ly/CkLPs  সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Kelly Walsh ‏ @EmergingEdTech ৬ ঘন্টা RETWEET to help #teachers learn how easy it is to turn a video into a lesson! http://ow.ly/CjWPR  #edtech সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Into Film ‏ @getintofilm ৬ ঘন্টা For Black History Month, download our assembly resource looking at important black filmmakers http://bit.ly/BHMAssembly  @BhmUK #teachers সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট TNTP ‏ @TNTP ৬ ঘন্টা As long as policies suggest anyone can #teach & all #teachers are the same, candidates will choose other professions. http://owl.li/Ckhel  সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট MaleSurvivor ‏ @MaleSurvivorORG ৭ ঘন্টা "Hot for Teacher" is a myth. Sexual Abuse shatters lives. #Teachers - Learn the truth! http://tinyurl.com/lcxyy6  #strategiesforjustice সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট #teachers এর জন্য টুইট ফলাফল নেই। আপনি #teachers-এর শীর্ষ টুইটের শেষে পৌঁছে গেছেন। সব টুইট দেখুন। লোড হতে বেশ কিছুক্ষণ সময় নিচ্ছে। টুইটার অতিরিক্ত ক্ষমতা অথবা ক্ষণস্থায়ী হেঁচকির সম্মুখীন হতে পারে। পুনরায় চেষ্টা করুন অথবা পরিদর্শন করুন টুইটার স্ট্যাটাস আরও বিশদ তথ্যের জন্য। খারিজ বন্ধ পূর্ববর্তী পরবর্তী বন্ধ একজন ব্যক্তির প্রোফাইলে যান সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ বন্ধ আপনার অনুসরণকারীদের এই পুনঃটুইটটি পাঠাবেন? বাতিল পুনঃটুইট বন্ধ আপনি কি নিশ্চিত যে এই টুইট মুছে দিতে চান? বাতিল মুছে ফেলুন বন্ধ রোধ করন বাতিল রোধ করন আপনার টুইটসমুহে একটি অবস্থান যুক্ত করুন যখন একটি অবস্থানের সঙ্গে আপনার টুইট করেন, টুইটার সেই অবস্থান সংরক্ষণ করে। প্রত্যেক টুইটের আগে আপনি আপনার অবস্থান চালু / বন্ধ করতে পারেন, এবং যে কোনও সময় আপনি আপনার অবস্থানের ইতিহাস মুছে ফেলতে পারেন। আরো জানুন অবস্থান চালু করুন এখন নয় স্থান বন্ধ করুন বন্ধ প্রোফাইল সারসংক্ষেপ বন্ধ আপনার তালিকাসমূহ বন্ধ একটি নতুন তালিকা তৈরি করুন নাম তালিকা বিবরণ 100 অক্ষরের কম, ঐচ্ছিক তালিকাসমূহ:গোপনীয়তা সাধারণ · যে কেউ এই তালিকা অনুসরণ করতে পারেন ব্যক্তিগত · শুধুমাত্র আপনিই এই তালিকায় প্রবেশ করতে পারবেন তালিকা সংরক্ষণ করুন বন্ধ বন্ধ এই টুইট স্থাপিত কর আপনার নীচের ওয়েবসাইটে কোডটি অনুলিপি দ্বারা এই টুইট যোগ করুন * আরও জানুন হুম, সার্ভারে পৌঁছনোর একটি সমস্যা ছিল। পরে আবার চেষ্টা করবেন? প্রকৃত টুইট অন্তর্ভুক্ত করুন অন্তর্ভুক্ত মিডিয়া প্রাকদর্শন বন্ধ টুইটারে নিবন্ধন করুন টুইটারে নেই? নিবন্ধন করুন, আপনির পছন্দের বিষয়গুলির সাথে যুক্ত হন, এবং তাদের বিষয়ে হালনাগাদ পান। একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন » বন্ধ দুটি উপায় (প্রেরণ এবং গ্রহণ) শর্ট কোড: দেশ কোড গ্রাহকদের জন্য মার্কিন যুক্তরাষ্ট্র 40404 (যে কোন) কানাডা 21212 (যে কোন) যুক্তরাজ্য 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM হাইতি 40404 Digicel, Voila আয়ারল্যান্ড 51210 Vodafone, O2 ভারত 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance ইন্দোনেশিয়া 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » অন্য দেশসমুহের এসএসএস সংক্ষিপ্ত কোড দেখুন বন্ধ নিশ্চিতকরণ)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=21160,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 7, May/June 2010  Classified ads Travel/Vacation FRANCE. Ultimate vacations, privately owned, beautiful furn. 1 bdrm. central Paris. Wkly/mthly. 604-738-1876, 604-298-3904, irene.roland@gmail.com, www.ultimateparis.com  WHISTLER Condo. Sleeps 4, views, close to village, 604-943-9423, preddyplace@telus.net. BLACKCOMB Luxury 2 bdrm/loft, 3 bath, sleeps 8, ski-in/ski-out, 604-940-0156. MAUI Privately owned, beautiful fully furn. 2 bdrm, 2 bath condo, across from Kamaole Beaches. Great complex, Great location. 250-598-6955. SOUTH OF FRANCE holiday rental. Fully equipped, affordable 4 bdrm, 2 bath villa in lively town at the heart of the wine region. Near lake and river swimming and historic Carcassonne. 100 euro/wk. discount through 2010. www.southoffrancerental.com BLACKCOMB Benchlands, luxury 1 bdrm. Ski in/out condo. Pool, hot tubs, all amenities. 3 night min. www.at-blackcomb.com, 604-929-6589. PUERTO VALLARTA. Bright, clean, quiet 1 bdrm., 2 blks from beach, downtown, $495/wk. Monthly rates. 604-608-4268, dbemc@hotmail.com QUADRA ISLAND private cabin for two, panoramic ocean, mountain view, soaker tub, the perfect getaway. www.lunavista.ca DISCOVER RURAL FRANCE & ITALY ON TWO WHEELS Explore the Loire, Burgundy, Tuscany or the Dordogne, cycle through fields of sunflowers, past magnificent chateaux, into picturesque hilltop villages. Your accommodation is farmhouse style with regional cuisine and local wines. Your enthusiastic guide is a retired Francophile teacher. The other option is an independent tour designed to meet your specific requirements. For more information: www.destinationsbydesign.ca, 1-888-703-0163, info@destinationsbydesign.ca, BC Reg 39159 MAZATLAN MEXICO 2 bdrm. 2 bath condo. sleeps 4, pool, tennis, 3 blks to beach. Teacher owned. Reasonable rates. Tel: 604-733-6184, cell 604-418-7967. GATINEAU HILLS Four season chalet in the heart of the Gatineau Hills, close to skiing, golf, lakes, and rivers. Fully furnished. Phone 819-457-1160 or view at www.chaletdescollines.ca FRANCE FRANCE 2010 holiday rental. Well-renovated stone houses in ancient vineyard village, SW France. Great walking, cycling, food, wine, Cathar castles. C$742/C$1020/wk. per family, U18. E-mail mjcapper@hotmail.com, visit www.ourhouseinfrance.com.au VICTORIA Oceanfront suite; judyak.shawwebspace.ca, 250-380-6682, judyak@shaw.ca BOWEN ISLAND private waterfront cottage, easily accessed for weekend getaways. www.oceanridge.ca HORNBY ISLAND vacation accommodations, discoverhornby.ca DEEP BAY waterfront 2 bdrm. cottage, Deep Bay, Vancouver Island, overlooking Denman, Hornby Islands. Relaxing, private. Sleeps 4-6 people, N/S, N/P. Available June to Sept. 604-939-0121 or joyce.buckham@shaw.ca HAWAII Maui, Great Kihei location, 1 bdrm. across the street from nice beach with ocean view. For more information 209-599-5248 or www.maui342.com OKANAGAN/PENTICTON ORCHARD HOUSE 3 bdrm., split level home on acre of orchard overlooking Penticton. Quiet and private. Rent from Sun. to Sun. (3 night min.) Contact 604-988-7485, crawfordart@telus.net, web link available. BUCERIAS, MEXICO Studio, 1- and 2-bdrm. suites with kitchens in luxury beachfront condo, close to Puerto Vallarta. Spring Break: March 12 to 26, 2011 (1 wk. booking possible); additional 2011 wks. may be available with 1 yr’s advance notice. $500/wk.-studio; $800/wk.-1 bdrm; $1200/wk.-2 bdrm. Contact: alaing@quesnelbc.com BEACHFRONT COTTAGE for rent on sunny Cowichan Lake. Beautiful, new, luxury cabin available weekly. Visit www.members.shaw.ca/watermanproperties/ForRentAtCowichan, colleague discount, 250-656-9711. BORDEAUX, FRANCE. Wonderful 1 bdrm. apt. in classic 18th century building in heart of Bordeaux. 500 to 650 euros/wk., 10 min. walk from downtown, 45 min. from ocean and 1.5 hr. from St. Emilion. Ideal for couple. Pictures and info on request. Elisabeth 604-732-3494 or elichardon@hotmail.com SUNSHINE COAST oceanfront cottage, spectacular SW Georgia Straight Views, seaside deck, trail to 2 swimming beaches, big lawn, 3 bdrm, 2 bath, private & peaceful, FP, BBQ, walk to Gibson’s funky shops, restaurants. Spend your holiday relaxing, rejuvenating by the seashore. Ideal for families/couples. Avail Spring. $200/nt. Book your summer week now, $1,200/wk janeski@telus.net for photos, 604-921-7122. SHUSWAP LAKE cabin, sleeps 4-6, lakeview, weekly rentals from June to Sept. Call 604-525-9558. LAKE ERROCH cozy cottage, 1.5 hrs from Vancouver, 30 min. from Harrison, sleeps 4-6, golfing, hiking, fishing nearby. Call 604-525-9558. CULTUS LAKE. Enjoy a holiday in a private fully furn. waterfront suite at beautiful Cultus Lake. Reasonable rates. Phone 604-845-4379. SHUSWAP. Lease 1/2 acre lake access, view, 6 mo. $3,500. Info. jmcd@sunnybrae.tv SUNSHINE COAST. Pender Harbour Oceanfront cottage. Private dock and beach. Min. 3 night stay. Best location in harbour! July, Aug. $500/wk. Reduced rates other times. Susan 604-467-3978, www.penderharbourcottage.ca MAUI Tropical Paradise across from Kamaole Beach II. “Palekaiko” at Kihei Akahi: 2 bdrm, 2 bath ground floor suite – steps from the pool! www.vrbo.com/261362  SOUTH OF FRANCE: July 17–24. Guided excursion to Languedoc. Accommodation in small village, local travel with guides and most meals. $1,000/ person. Max. 6. Also available, two specialized art & yoga trips in late Sept/early Oct. Contact Andrea Swan, 250-592-2881, andswan@shaw.ca HORNBY ISLAND Beachfront cottage in super location. Details 250-335-2759. BIRCH BAY, WA Beach view condo, sleeps 7. www.birchbayvacation.com GABRIOLA ISLAND retreat, 2 bdrm clean, fully furnished and equipped cabin, close to beach, ferry, Folklife Village, Nanaimo $725/week. Monthly, nightly rates available Contact watremb@sympatico.ca PENDER ISLAND 4 year “new” self-contained cottage on Otter Bay Marina. Sleeps 6. Large deck, bbq, swimming pool open in May. Contact Cheryl Wilson at 604-597-4262 or Steve Wilson at 604-729-3341. MILL BAY Vancouver Is. Character spa home on private acreage for rent. Oceanview, large deck, walk to ocean/shops. Outdoor hot tub, shower and sauna. Close to Victoria. $1400/wk. Ideal for 1-2 couples. A/O, N/P, N/S Call 250-743-6926. AUSTRIA. Picturesque 1 bdrm, sleeps 4, in Strobl at the Wolfgang lake. Walk to lake, 30 km outside of Salzburg. $60/night. lasusannesimon@gmail.com ROBERTS CREEK, BC. 2 bdrm. family home, fully stocked, 1 blk to beach, walking distance to stores and restaurants, great summer spot. For more info, e-mail toroberts@dccnet.com or call 604-885-8861. Rent $700/wk, reduced for longer stays. FRANCE Les Bourdas epitomizes the classic simplicity of rural French living. Situated in a tranquil hamlet, this secluded farmhouse and guesthouse are spacious, fully equipped and tastefully decorated. Within sight of the majestic Pyrenees, this is a fabulous base to explore the regional diversity of Southwestern France. www.francecountryhouse.net, vidouze@gmail.com COMOX VALLEY riverfront, 2 bdrm. condo, 5 min. walk from downtown Courtenay. Swimming/tubing. July $1000. lilibis@telus.net TOFINO. Owned by a Salt Spring teacher’s family, this cozy condo is on the harbor in Tofino, at Elk Landing, across from The Shelter Restaurant, walking distance to town. To view, go to www.tofino beach homes, go to select your property, go to Eagles Nest. Call 250-725-2570. KNOUFF LAKE rustic cabin, 40 min. north of Kamloops. Treed lot, good fishing, propane light and wood stove. Comes with boat, motor and canoe. Reasonable weekly rate, Norm 250-579-8738. CULTUS LAKE Spring/summer getaway. Rent a brand new upscale fully loaded 2 bdrm. cabin with 6 appliances, AC, fireplace, 2 decks, BBQ etc. Stunning resort-like amenities building with 2 pools, 2 hot tubs, theatre, games and fitness rooms. Pristine mountain view. Call 604-882-9612 for excellent rates and photos. GABIOLA ISLAND. 2 bdrm. house beautiful garden, private, sauna, central, walk everywhere—trails and beaches, ns, np. $1500/mo. July 1 to Aug. 15. email: alisvendsen@shaw.ca DISCOVER beautiful Gabriola. Waterfront cottage on tranquil Pilot Bay. Invite your family for a getaway vacation together. 3 bdrm, fully furnished, and a sleeping cottage. Weeks available in June ($75/night) and August ($135/night). Rates are based on 6. $20/wk. each additional person. Call Kathy 250-743-2829. PENDER HARBOUR getaway. Lovely 3-bdrm house by the sea. Clean, spacious and bright. Visit greatspots.com (search 'Panorama Haven') or call Linda or Paul at 604-567-7062. QUADRA ISLAND Lovely log cottage, located within a few minutes walk of Rebecca Spit provincial park. The Frog and Fern cottage is a fully equipped 2 bdrm. cottage (sleeps 5). Full kitchen, 2 person tub, BBQ, washer, dryer, lots of privacy. Children always welcome. For more details, see www.frogandfern.com BUCERIAS, MEXICO Waterfront condo, 2 bdrm, 2 bath, fully equipped, deck overlooking Bay of Banderas, weekly and monthly rentals. www.condoplayalinda.com, contact gwwood-linda@hotmail.com QUEEN CHARLOTTE ISLANDS/HAIDA GWAII Fabulous “mothership” kayaking, wilderness adventure, unforgettable experiences. 1-888-559-8317, www.TourHaidaGwaii.com  For Rent/Exchange WANTED: 1 bdrm suite starting Sept. 1 in White Rock area for quiet teacher and indoor cat. Please e-mail teacherandcat@hotmail.com VANCOUVER Clean, bright, quiet, centrally located condos at Robson & Bute. 1 bdrm. $95. Daily/wkly/ mthly rates. 604-608-4268, dbemc@hotmail.com VICTORIA. Short term, 1 bdrm. fully furn. suite, near UVic and downtown. www.VictoriaHolidaySuite.blogspot.com SUBLET Vancouver. August only. 3 bdr. house. $1500. gingergreen@shaw.ca VANCOUVER Newly refurbished, furnished studio apt for rent in West End, 2 blks from Stanley Park & English Bay. Weekly/monthly rates. jkathleen@shaw.ca WANTED VANCOUVER AREA Furnished apartment for 2 months during summer. 50-year-old male, N/S. References available. anazif@hotmail.com VANCOUVER wanted to rent, furnished apartment downtown. July & Aug. or exchange for house rural Okanagan. 250-547-6788, mjanzen10@hotmail.com VICTORIA. Contemporary newer 3 bdrm/2 bath, garden-level duplex. Fantastic location. NP/ NS. July 5 to Aug. 28. $1,600 inclusive. 250-592-4563. pchauhan@shaw.ca  ENJOY VICTORIA this summer! Rent our comfortable and conveniently located townhouse from July 5 to July 30. 2 bdrm. 2 bath, & den. jmalo@shaw.ca WHITE ROCK house lease August 1. One yr or longer. 1200 sq. ft. bungalow, 2 bdrm, 1-1/2 bath, wood floors, fireplace, partial ocean view. $1,590 plus utilities. References required. Serious inquiries only please. 604-837-1117. EXCHANGE of Grannie Suites. Retired teacher (& husband) want to exchange use of suite in Victoria (Oak Bay) for suite in Kitsilano/ Point Grey/Shawnessey/Kerrisdale. Flexible as to timing. merete@shaw.ca VANCOUVER Bright, furnished, 1 bdrm. apt. in trendy Main St. area for July. $900. 604-873-9973 or leanneross@gmail.com CRESCENT BEACH small 3 bdrm, 1 bath furnished collage. Seasonal rental. Sept. 1/10 to June 30/11. Appliances, W/D, N/S, N/P. $900/mo. 250-247-8632. VICTORIA Cozy, furnished house, all incl. Sept., Oct., park-like backyard. Gardening and lawn care provided. N/P, N/S. $1500. smberry@shaw.ca VICTORIA Tuscan-Like, 2-bdrm, spacious, above-ground, garden suite, in elegant Arts and Crafts home. May-July $1000 mo. Furnished or not. Meticulously maintained, in convenient location to city, bus, shopping, parks, walking, cycling. Call Judi @ 259-361-2003. HOUSE EXCHANGE Bonny Hills NSW Australia. 3-4 bdrm, 2 bath house to exchange for a house on Vancouver Island, Aug. 1-20, 2010. Simultaneous exchange not necessary as Aug. is winter in Australia. Overlooks the ocean, close to hiking, cycling trails, less than 5 min. to surfing beaches. Bikes & surfing equipment available. A Toyota Corolla could be included in the exchange. We have had 2 teacher exchanges to Canada and have just completed a very successful exchange to Sidney BC. Retired couple with family in Victoria BC. We are always open to exchanges to Vancouver Is. Contact judylove@iprimus.com.au HOUSE FOR RENT Vernon. July 1-31, 2010. Furnished, 3 bdrm. house, quiet neighbourhood. Adults only, N/P, N/S, $800. sholomenko@shaw.ca HOUSE/DOG SITTING. Vancouver Island, between Campbell River and Courtenay. 3 bdrm house, kid oriented. Dog is 10, kid-friendly, needs company. Within walking distance of Oyster River and a 3-5 min. drive to Saratoga Beach. July 22 to August 5. Contact info: cabele@telus.net, 250-923 9126. 108 MILE Nice, 4 bdrm. fiurnished waterfront house, $1,100 plus util. Sept. 1, jeffjoe@shaw.ca, 604-264-4488. MAPLE RIDGE. Furnished, 3 bdrm, 2 bath, 1500 sq. ft. upstairs of house available from Sept/10 to June/11 $1500 obo. Laundry, nice yard, close to schools, bus, park. NS, pets ok. 604-466-5185 or tdella@sd43.bc.ca Miscellaneous 100th ANNIVERSARY–NORTH VANCOUVER High School, August 14, 2010. Former teachers: Celebrate as honoured guests. Contact Linda 604-987-5062. Former students: registration forms available www.northvansss.com. Contact Laurel 604-980-7429. Everyone welcome who attended the school–NOT a grad reunion. 100th ANNIVERSARY–TECUMSEH School. Thurs., June 3 (4-8 pm) Register: phone 604-731-6671 or www.tecumsehelementary.ca KITSILANO HIGH SCHOOL. 50th Reunion, Class of 1960, Teachers from 1954 to 1960 are invited to attend the 50th Reunion as guests of the Class of 1960. 7:00 p.m., Fri., September 10, 2010—Meraloma Clubhouse, Connaught Park, 10th Ave. between Larch and Balsam. We’d love to see you. RSVP to: Sheldon Cole 604-241-7751, scole@telus.net or Karen Mclure 604-985-5757 or 604-666-5992, mormc@shaw.ca. GULF ISLANDS CONDO FOR SALE. Beautiful Salt Spring Island one level condo.Walk to town and ocean.Total security for the busy or absent owner. Beautiful gardens and private driveway. See pics and full description at www.realtor.ca and search MLS #270505 under residential properties, Norman T Rothwell Associate Broker, toll free 1-877-537-5166 or NormanRothwell@royallepage.ca  SCHOOL TATTOOS 1,000 tattoos with your school’s logo $149. Visit www.schooltattoos.ca or e-mail info@schooltattoos.ca or call 613-567-2636. LEARN TO PLAY the Hawaiian steel guitar. http://members.shaw.ca/steelguitar TEACHERS’ TUTORING SERVICE needs high school tutors for Math and Science. BCCT teachers, Metro Vancouver, flexible hours, good rates. 604-730-3410, teacher@tutor.bc.ca, www.tutor.bc.ca PRO-D PRESENTATIONS that revitalize your teaching skills in creative writing. Visit www.beaconlit.com/ Teacherworkshops.htm, then call 604-469-1319 or e-mail info@beaconlit.com to book Julie Ferguson for your classroom or next conference/school event. VARIETY–THE CHILDREN’S CHARITY Working with children is your passion. Leaving a legacy to Variety in your Will for BC’s special kids is your gift of a lifetime. There are estate planning benefits too. Contact Peter Chipman or Paul Spelliscy for information. Toll free 1-800-381-2040 or 604-320-0505 or e-mail peter.chipman@variety.bc.ca THINKING OF RETIRING? Join the BC Retired Teachers’ Association. Keep current. Be informed and lend your voice to: Pension plan discussions, indexing, health plans, health benefits. For more information, go to www.bcrta.ca or call 604-871-2260, 1-877-683-2243. RETIRING EARLY? Confused by your lump-sum pension payout option? Let me guide you to a wise and secure decision. Learn more about the issue and my unbiased approach at www.creatingthegoodlife.com PD CRUISE FOR EDUCATORS July 10-17. Join us onboard our beautiful 117' ship; snorkeling, kayaking, hiking, exploring and discovering the Sea of Cortez, followed by a 2 night stay in Cabo San Lucas. For more info: www.panterra.com Adventure Cruising the Sea of Cortez. AUSTRALIA. Live and teach. Emigrate and become a citizen or just a working holiday. www.hallmarkimmigration.com.au JOB UNCERTAINTY Inadequate pension? Proven income diversification program, home-based business with sigificant tax benefits. Inquiries welcome. A fellow educator: 778-245-2901. HOME FOR SALE. Comox Valley-Vancouver Island, 3 bdrm, 1700 sq.ft. rancher on .6 acres. $295,000. www.bcislandhomes.com/krueger Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "Eid Mubarak to all those celebrating in BC!" @bcliberals - 06:52pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11482,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 19, Number 5, March 2007 The English 10 provincial exam by Susan and Bill Stenson What can one say about the emergence of compulsory government English 10 exams? There are two answers to this question: (1) lots and (2) not much that will have any impact on the present status quo. To be fair, the perception may have been that students passing through some BC schools do not experience end-of-course exams, and that they ought to. To what extent this is true, I’m not sure. The school where we work, Claremont Secondary School, has always had end-of-course exams for English 9, English 10, and English 11, and to our way of thinking, the exams are superior to the current English 12 exam. All of our homegrown exams reflect sight passages in both short-story and poetry genres, and half the total value of the exam is a choice of essay questions that reflect the works studied during the year. This latter section gives an overall purpose and focus for the course and provides useful feedback to teachers on the units of study chosen. All three sections of the exam mirror the state of writing skills of our students—there are no objective sections to be found. How un-American. Exams do funny things to pedagogy. We have heard of individual teachers and, in some cases, whole schools spending as much as 50% of their English 12 time to "school" their students on the vagaries of the exam they will eventually face. It is, after all, worth 40% of their final mark. The balance of the time, so I’ve been told, is concerned with the study of Hamlet and one novel (read orally to the students), proving once and for all there is more than one way to send students into the world after what, for many, is their last formal study of English. There are plenty of sound reasons to accept the notion of a formal exam of some sort at the end of 13 years of public school. The ramifications of what many perceive as a necessity is consequential enough at the Grade 12 level. The introduction of a government exam at the English 10 level is an additional hurdle that must now be dealt with and the context is out of tune. The English 12 exam is a provincial exam in a context we are accustomed to. The English 10 exam is not. Marking procedures have varied tremendously, if the grapevine has any credence. Initially, in Saanich, marking was done on a Saturday with teachers who were paid. Now, Grade 10 teachers must mark the exam. At our school, this means an English teacher may have four exams to mark at the end of a given semester. English 10 exams are kept under lock and key and are group-marked. This exercise takes an entire day, not counting the time to collect examples and photocopy, etc. The creation, administration, and marking of a government exam requires adequate funding, and to this point the funding of the English 10 exam has not come close. This is information that needs to be shared with the general public. We cannot call these examinations provincial! The teachers are not given clear guidelines or exemplars. The exams are scooped up and sold to a Kelowna company and resold to districts across the province. One of the most innocuous aspects of having a government exam at the English 10 level is the timing of the exam. All students must take English 9 and English 10. After that there are options and students who struggle do not have to follow the academic focus of English 11 and English 12. It has been routine for years at our school to peruse closely the results of students for whom success in English 11 and English 12 is not a given—in order that the best decision for their future can be made. Because of timetabling complexities at the secondary level, particularly on the semester system, teachers no longer have control over offering to such "at risk" students and their families useful, professional advice. The exams are shipped off for accounting purposes and a month or more into the next semester the "truth" the government has been desperately seeking is made available. For many, this information comes too late. The timing of the exam also impacts some students in the process of attaining "designated" status because of inherent learning difficulties. Such designation is often obtained by Grade 10, but for many students this is the year when such distinction becomes official. Accommodations that would be forthcoming during the English 12 exam--things like more time, a scribe, a computer—are not in place for the English 10 exercise. Another point that is often missed when marking under such conditions, particularly with the reading section, is that teachers look for two or three mundane points established through an exemplar or established through a particularly dominant personality at the table. Experienced teachers versus non-experienced, full contract teachers versus received-a-pink-slip teachers. This is not a comfortable position. In Saanich, the year we attempted district-wide marking, it was impossible to agree on exemplars. The teachers simply could not agree and the government provided no assistance. A number of exam marks returned to the school with extremely low grades. Upon investigation, we noticed they’d all been marked by the same person (based on the use of pencil, not pen). Two teachers and an administrator re-marked these exams and in every case the marks improved by one or two on the scale of six. Student evaluation is important. A process of consultation including strong representation from the professional teachers of English would be encouraging and then the timing and form of evaluation can best be tailored to meet the needs of our students in the context of the overall educational experience. The distance between current policymaking in the province of BC and effective delivery of that service to the clientele it is intended for makes headlines when it is discovered in the health field or when a decision to build fast ferries is made. It is a process that has proven to get us no where. No where fast. Bill and Susan Stenson teach at Claremont Secondary School, Victoria and co-founded the Claremont Review. Reprinted from Update, the journal of the BC Teachers of English Language Arts, vol. 48, #2, October 2006. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/IssuesInEducation.aspx?id=5958&printPage=true,BCTF > School District Business Companies are a Trojan Horse  	BCTF > Issues in Education  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Issues in Education > Privatization School District Business Companies are a Trojan Horse by Dianne Dunsmore, Task Force on Privatization In days of harsh cutbacks, it may seem hard to disagree with a plan that might salvage some of the educational services that are being lost. Faced with other issues such as contract stripping, increased curriculum and more parental pressures, school district business companies, at first glance, appear relatively innocuous and unworthy of our attention. Should we be more mindful of this Trojan Horse? So, what are the advantages claimed for these companies? School boards were given the authority to create companies in Bill 34, brought in by the B.C. Liberal Government in 2002. Creating a school district business company frees the school board to shed responsibilities set out by the School Act and proceed with no more controls than a private company. Forming a company has the distinct advantage of protecting school districts from liability incurred through their “business.” Does this mean school districts are being encouraged to engage in risky business deals? Does it imply that they can turn a blind eye to conditions that could adversely affect the system or the clients they serve? Accountability is supposedly maintained because the board of the business company must have at least one school board member or official on it. However, the business company can set up subsidiary companies that don’t have to have any direct connection to a board official and are an arm’s length from the elected school board. Although the business company is not supposed to receive service or funds from the school board unless it pays the market value to the board, loopholes are wide. For example, some boards have advanced funds saying they are not from the government grants but from profits from international student programs. Unlike most business startups, the school district business company may avoid creating a business plan to get financial backing from a bank. If there is a business plan, it can be kept secret from the public, even though it is a public body that owns the business company. These companies are not limited to K-12 education, like the boards that own them. They can offer pre-school or post-secondary education. They could contract custodial, secretarial or maintenance services. They may even usurp the intellectual property rights on teacher-developed material that is then sold on the education market, such as the ESL book that the Langley SDBC has published. What these companies have to offer is really the high quality of education offered by B.C. teachers. Disreputable private schools catering to international students give school districts a distinct market advantage. As former education minister Cristy Clark told the legislature, the Dogwood diploma is the brand that we have to sell. Its value is based on the quality work of B.C. teachers. While the source of value in this global marketing is the education offered by B.C. teachers, the work of those teachers is being devalued and their rights undermined. School district business companies are just one of the many ploys to erode the working conditions of teachers while apparently offering a benefit of more money for education.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9976&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 4, March 2003 Book clubs for professional development by Sheila Miller How many times have you attended a workshop or a conference or conversed with a colleague and come away with a recommendation about an excellent professional resource? You may actually purchase the resource with the best of intentions to read it. But like many of the other good intentions, it likely takes a backseat to day-to-day planning and classroom management, and the book is relegated to shelf, bedside table, or desk, never to be cracked. Recognized as a valid form of professional development for some time (Donohue, Van Tassel & Patterson, 1996) professional book clubs offer a structure that encourages reading and professional dialogue about educational issues. Ultimately, professional book clubs enhance classroom practice and thus student achievement. The following describes one model for this form of professional development. In 1997–98, a group of 14 educators from six elementary schools in Saanich School District accepted an invitation to join a professional book club. The group committed to meeting once a month from January to May to discuss assigned readings in Guided Reading, Good First Teaching by All, by Fountas and Pinell. The participants took turns hosting the study groups at their schools and led the discussions, often using an instructional strategy to facilitate the process. Members benefitted from practising a strategy they might be able to use with students in classrooms, as well as processing the specific readings for that month. To encourage participation and enhance the collegial exchange, a light supper was provided (for those wishing to partake). A school tour was often an enjoyable part of the session, pointing out that teachers appreciate the opportunity to visit other schools and glean ideas from bulletin-board displays and classrooms. In that initial year, costs of books and dinners were born by individual participants. In feedback at the end of the book club, members indicated they considered it was one of the best forms of professional development. Since that time, professional book clubs have expanded in the Saanich School District. From the initial 14 members in 1997–98, it grew to 125 elementary, middle, and secondary educators representing 17 schools in 2001–02. Book selections expanded to include up to eight study-group choices. The growth is attributed, in part, to the support of the district’s Educator-as-Researcher format. That support allows groups of educators to make application and receive some funding to assist with book costs and refreshments. A small amount of release time—a one-time offer—encourages reading or related study or observation related to the book topic. The professional book clubs employ a variety of reading and discussion formats. Some use Focused Reading (Wellman & Lupton, 2001) to direct personal reading. Save the Last Word (Vaughn and Estes, 1986) or The Final Word (Wellman & Lupton, 2001) are strategies sometimes used for facilitating the group discussion. They provide a structure for all participants to engage fully in the conversation. Professional book clubs have included related professional endeavors such as demonstration lessons and/or author’s visit to the school district. Barrie Bennett, Michelle Borba, Joy Paquin, and Colleen Pollitano have all made personal contact with groups studying their books, enabling a meaningful exchange. As part of the educator-as-researcher cycle in this district, each book club submits a report outlining the timeline, assigned readings, and key discussion points. Often personal or group reflections serve as a summary for the report. The reflections may include individual affirmations, new learnings, and plans to apply discussed concepts to classroom practice. "I found ideas that confirmed what I already do and at least five new ideas I would want to establish in any classroom." An interesting innovation last year included oral presentations made to the district’s Professional Growth Council. The enthusiasm and feedback from the presentations assured us that professional book clubs will continue and likely expand in Saanich School District. Sheila Miller is an instructional support teacher, Saanich.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=15642,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2008 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 20, Number 6, April 2008  Education & technology Distributed learning: Solutions or new problems? By Larry Kuehn Is distributed learning an appropriate form of education for students with special needs? That was a central question posed in a workshop facilitated by David Comrie at the BCTF Equity and Inclusion conference. Comrie is the president of the BCTF Educators for Distributed Learning PSA. Distributed learning (DL) is a catchall name for a range of education offerings where the student and teacher are at a distance. Although most think of it as online education, a lot of it is still text delivered by Canada Post and some is offered by video-conference. Comrie told the workshop that from his experience, students who succeed in distributed learning have three things in common: they have self-discipline, good reading skills, and adult support. Not many students with identified special needs have all three. He expressed a concern that, in some cases, schools are pushing students who are a problem into distributed learning programs rather than addressing the problems. While DL may be appropriate for some, it is not for a high percentage of students with special needs. It shouldn’t be a surprise that the DL programs are sometimes used inappropriately. The Ministry of Education in its "vision" for distributed learning says that it is "specifically providing choice for students who have restricted options, especially students in rural communities, students with special needs, and Aboriginal students." (www.tinyurl.com/43672a) That "vision" was challenged by Marge Dumont, the chair of the BCTF Aboriginal Education Advisory Committee and a participant in the workshop. She pointed to the difficulty that her own daughter faced in an online math course. In addition, she told the group that many Aboriginal students don’t have access to a computer and the Internet at home. She also wondered what cultural and language offerings DL programs offer for the targeted extra funds a district gets for Aboriginal students. The mix of teachers, parents, and school trustees in the workshop expressed views that went beyond the issues of equity and special needs, with many contending ideas. Many expressed concerns: It can lead to the isolation of students. The contributions students could make to the school culture are missing. DL is used to avoid problems, rather than addressing them. Some students just don’t get work done if they don’t have the structure of the classroom. The course completion rates for online programs are better than the old distance education, but still less than for students in classrooms. While DL promises more options for students in small schools, it can also take away choices. A small class might have enough students to offer it face-to-face in the school, but a couple of students opt for online. Now the class is too small and online is the only option for all the students. Some secondary students are using it to shop around, taking courses online and in class so they can choose the best mark. They don’t have to tell the school or even their own parents that they have signed up for online courses. The teaching demands can be intense. The online teacher is expected to be in contact with each student individually and frequently, and may be offering many different courses. The ministry auditors demand logs of online and phone contact, valuing record-keeping over educational outcomes. Districts are put into competition with one another to get more DL students so they get more funding. The funding system rewards administrative entrepreneurship over educational leadership. The promotion of DL led to 30,000 students signing up this year. Because provincial education funding was not based on that large a number, the ministry changed the funding formula in the middle of the year. They redistributed money, taking it from districts with no or few students in DL and shifting more to districts running big DL programs. The mid-year funding changes angered even school district secretary-treasurers. A number of participants talked of advantages of DL. Paula Schmidt, a district PAC chair, said we have to get on with making online education work because we have not just a generation of kids immersed in online experience, but also parents of young students who are computer savvy. For some students, such as serious athletes or artists, the flexibility of DL lets them carry on both intensive work and school. That flexibility can be key for gifted students who are not being challenged in the regular program, as well as other highly motivated learners. Many participants said that they had taken courses or whole masters programs online and found it a very positive educational experience. However, they also pointed out that adult learning and motivation is different from many students in the K–12 system. A school trustee pointed out that the Metro Branch of the BC School Trustees Association had been discussing distributed learning. They felt that what was really at issue in looking at distributed learning is the underlying philosophy of education. The choice was framed as one of whether the public school is a community hub, or just a collection of course credits. Is it a collective social experience? Or is it an individualist activity? Larry Kuehn is director of the BCTF’s Research and Technology Division. What do you think? Join the discussion on the BCTF website at bctf.ca. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=19522,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 1, September 2009  Peace art from toys of violence By Myriam Dumont At the BCTF AGM, I came across the curriculum for the Acts of transformation—war toys to peace art project. I quickly skimmed it and decided to purchase it thinking it seemed like an interesting project. When I was able to really sit down and read through it, I realized what an incredible idea this was and, although I did not have much time, I knew I had to do it. Over the course of the past year, I have integrated issues of social justice into all subject areas. This project seemed so appropriate because it gave the students the ability to create something artistically using knowledge that they had gained throughout the year. So what is a toy of violence? This question sparked an intense debate among my students. Violence means different things to different people. Guns, soldiers, weapons were all toys that we agreed normalized violence. But what about those toys that reinforced stereotypes? Could Barbie be considered a toy of violence? This was a tricky question and after a long discussion it was up to the students to decide what they felt was deemed to be violent. Students had different ways of defining violence based on their own experiences and upbringing. Perhaps one of the most powerful moments was when one of my students put up her hand and asked if she could use policemen in her project. I asked her if, for her, the police represented violence and she replied that they did. I felt that if this was the case, she could absolutely use policemen in her project. She did not share anything else that day and I felt that if she wanted to explain herself she would have. I think it is important, especially with a project like this one, to let students express themselves the way they choose to. The students went home, collected their toys of violence and brought them back to school. Some students worked by themselves, while others worked in groups. Projects included a peace pyramid made from toy soldiers, a giant peace tree, and three-dimensional steps showing the evolution of war. I was amazed at how well they organized themselves, planned their projects, and how the final product turned out. It took a lot longer than I had anticipated but on June 5 we had our exhibit and the students were extremely proud to share with everyone what they had been working on for so long. This project was not only valuable for my students but also for the community and other students in my school. A few days before we had our big exhibit, the teacher across the hall from me mentioned how disturbed she had been when her Grade 2 students were playing with toy soldiers from home. When she asked them what they were doing they said to her they were playing “war in Afghanistan.” Many students are disconnected from the reality of what takes place in a war zone and are instead exposed to it in the form of video games and toys. It is important to have these discussions with them about what war is and what are its consequences. It is also important to realize that many of our students might come from places in the world that have experienced wars and that their knowledge should be brought into the classroom so that other students can learn from it. An incredible book that I recommend to anyone who teaches at the elementary level is called Playing War by Kathy Beckwith. It is the story of a boy coming from a country where a war is taking place. He educates his peers when he sees them one day playing war outside in the school yard. His message and this book’s message are clear. War isn’t a game, it is something that is real and real people are involved in these conflicts. These are the books that we should be reading to our students because through these stories wonderful discussions emerge. Although not always easy and sometimes uncomfortable, these discussions are necessary to create a better world than the one we currently live in. Myriam Dumont teaches at Strathcona Elementary School, Vancouver. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8802&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, Number 4, March 2004 Readers write Homecoming This year Revelstoke will mark 100 years of secondary school education with a special celebration for all past students, teachers, administration, and non-teaching staff: Homecoming–July 23, 24, & 25, 2004. The homecoming committee is trying to locate/notify as many retired/former teachers as we possibly can to help us celebrate. Write Revelstoke Homecoming 2004, Box 690, Revelstoke, BC V0E 2S0, or fax 250-837-7164, Attention: Brenda, or e-mail rev_homecoming@sd19.bc.ca. Homeschooling has dark side letter contentOn your readers write page (Nov./Dec. 2003, Teacher), Linda Clement painted my letter on homeschooling as "half-baked and uninformed opinion" before expounding on the virtues of removing children from schools. Craig Bresett wrote in further repudiation that "[homeschooled] children are not subjected to anything that is detrimental to their development." I concede that homeschooling works well for some kids in some situations, in addition to the new imperative of saving money for school authorities. Yet the two young boys I described in my letter who build houses all day long with their father, including the house next door to mine, are clearly victims, as are so many children excluded from the expertise, social interaction, and breadth of activity of a school. In a recent discussion with Graeme Moore, a long-time child advocate and member of the provincial government’s Employment Standards Branch, I learned of the Lower Mainland children whose parents keep them at home to help sew and trim threads for their low-paying employers in the garment industry. I contended in my letter that homeschooling permits abuse and exploitation of some children. I think Clement and Bresett do a disservice to them by ridiculing inquiry into the dark side of homeschooling. Jim McMurtry Surrey We should be sharing not exporting Before B.C. school boards start opening up private, for-profit schools overseas, we’d better ask ourselves some hard questions. What about the contradiction in values between our commitment to a free public education system for our children and encouraging and profiting from an elite system that few can afford in another country? What will the attitude of the majority of the people in those countries be to our incursions into their cultures? What is the relevance, to say nothing of the educational integrity, of teaching the B.C. curriculum in English, geography, law, etc., to students in countries with thousands of years of history and civilization of their own to learn from? Have proper risk assessments of such business ventures been done, and are school boards prepared to deal with potential losses? Certainly we should do everything we can to build respectful and equitable relationships with communities, educators, schools, and students in the Pacific Rim. That could include collaborating on curriculum development, teacher training, twin school projects, cross-cultural educational research, and many other initiatives that build real partnership rather than replicate colonial relationships. School boards do no one a favour when they respond to underfunding by radically altering their mandate from that of providing a service to our community, to that of selling a commodity on the international market. Adrienne Montani Vancouver school trustee Ethical fundraising No doubt about it, neoliberalism is affecting our schools, especially when it comes to funding. Coke and Pepsi and other junk-food professionals have targeted our underfunded schools as a perfect niche for their product. And given what is at stake, few wish to engage in dialogue on the paradoxical situation that schools find themselves in: How can we encourage sports and health while promoting unhealthy eating habits? At Kitsilano Secondary School, a group of teachers have decided to generate revenue without compromising ourselves. We sell fair-trade coffee. Same game, fairer rules. We have come up with a simple system that does not put a burden on teachers’ time, but offers high return to cover the costs of extra-curricular programs. Our supplier, Café Etico, is affiliated with CoDevelopment Canada, a partner of the BCTF. Codev works with Central American organizations to promote human dignity, justice, and democracy. Every pound of beans that Café Etico sells is then invested in health and education. More important, it gives people the dignity and pride that was for so long taken away from them by unscrupulous landlords. Anyone interested in promoting ethical fundraising in their school can contact me for more information raoul_1948@yahoo.ca. Yvon Raoul Vancouver Teacher running for nomination "It is better to light a candle than to curse the dark. " – Emerson. I am seeking the NDP nomination in a Surrey riding for this spring’s federal election, instead of cursing the state of our education under the current government. I live mainly by Gandhian principles. I was educated in India, England, U.S.A., Canada, and Australia. I have taught K–12 and adults in four countries, and been socially active in even more. I was asked to leave Australia because I was "...inciting self-esteem in the Aborigines..." I have received awards and nomination for my educational and social-justice work. Currently I am president of the B.C. Teachers for Peace and Global Education (PAGE PSA), and am an international speaker as director of the non-profit Global Wellness Center. It is now time for me to take my passion for justice, and life experience, into a larger arena and use it to positively affect education, healthcare, and other social services—all the services that make Canada uniquely desirable. The values that we in the BCTF hold so dear are also dear to all our affiliates in the B.C. Federation of Labour and to the NDP. We want to preserve the best of Canada and cultivate the new that is good for the people of Canada. I have the courage of five mother tigers, and tremendous moral stamina to use any powers granted me to reinstate priority to that which is dear to us as teachers, as parents, as workers, and as citizens of my chosen country. After all, if I can raise three children on my own for 18 years, since seven months pregnant with the third, teach, study, and be an activist, then surely helping to serve an entire country will be a piece of cake for me. I need your support to get to there. I won’t let you down. Pummy Kaur Surrey Check options before retiring I’d like to let our members know the importance of investigating short- or long-term sick benefits. I had a heart-valve operation in April 1984 that required blood transfusions. I returned to teaching in September of that year, but after two weeks on the job, I found it very stressful and went on short-term disability for the rest of the 1984–85 term. I completed the full term 1985–86 but found it very tiring and since I was approaching 55 years of age, I assumed it might be my age and retired in June of that term. I had completed 23 years of service. It is also very important to research all of the implications of retirement before you make a decision. The school district was offering an early-retirement incentive, so I decided to retire. I found out in the early 1990s that I had contracted Hepatitis C from the blood transfusion that was given to me during the heart operation. Today we know that one of the effects of this disease is feeling tired all the time. That was the reason I gave up teaching in 1986. It was not my age but the effects of the disease that made me retire. I should have elected to go on long-term disability instead of formally retiring from the profession. But who knew then what the disease could do? The federal government denies knowing that the blood was tainted and did not start testing for the virus until 1986. So instead of 33 years of service, I retired at 23 years of service. What a difference it makes in my pension. Last month, my pension netted me $50 after medical and Retired Teachers’ Association dues were deducted. My monthly teachers’ pension is $200. The purpose of this letter is to let our members know how important it is to make the right choices when you are sick. With the information I know now about this disease, my choices would have been quite different. The government gave me this disease, which is incurable, through its handling of blood products. My worst days are ahead of me with no compensation. Doreen Stalker Smithers Public education in B.C. and the world? Who are Gordon Campbell’s B.C. Liberals trying to kid with next month’s "international" conference on education in Victoria carrying the pretentious title Public Education in B.C. and the World? Certainly not the parents, teachers, support staff, principals and trustees across this province who see the following events unfolding in their varied school communities: • the massive overloading and acceleration of B.C.’s curricula without accompanying support. • the chronic underfunding of our public schools with more devastating cuts to come in a matter of weeks. • the shutting down of 92 schools in 42 school districts; • the ongoing and increasing fundraising activities by parents to provide basic textbooks, supplies, and resources. • the impending shredding of the education/social services safety net for thousands of B.C.’s most vulnerable children forcing some school boards to run lotteries to feed hungry kids. We invite the world to showcase, what Victoria pompously calls, "innovation with an international leading-edge research focus" but will we give them the straight goods on what is really happening in B.C. schools? Don’t bet on it. Noel Herron Vancouver School Trustee Retired teachers Four members from Nisga’a Teachers’ Union retired in 2003 and their names did not appear in the Nov./Dec. 2003 issue of Teacher. They are: Peter Cross Dawn Germyn Ravi Gill Jackie Santa)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=29049,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2013 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 25, Number 4, Jan./Feb. 2013   New teacher mentoring project  By Alison Davies  Mentoring has a long and prodigious history within education, stretching back to the original mentor who accompanied Odysseus’ son, Telemachus, on his journey as told in Homer’s epic. Mentor as guide provides the archetype for the informal and practical ways experienced teachers accompany and help new teachers as they move into the profession. Newer teachers need the help of other’s experience to build confidence, understanding, and to translate their vision and ideals into effective practice. Mentoring programs have multiplied throughout BC and Canada within the last 15 years as an attempt to create more structured processes and supports for new teacher induction. The interest in mentorship programs is also reflected in the growing body of current international research, which confirms how mentoring can improve teaching effectiveness, teacher retention, and student achievement.   A grant from the Ministry of Education was approved in spring 2012 to support a joint BCTF/UBC pilot project aimed at developing mentoring programs in BC school districts that currently do not have structured mentoring programs in place. The proposal was submitted as a three-year project, beginning with three districts for the first year, and expanding from what is learned as the project grows. Funds were granted for the first year, and I was hired as co-ordinator on a one-year contract with the BCTF to oversee the project. As co-ordinator, I report to an advisory committee, including members from UBC, BCSSA (supertintendents) as well as members of the BCTF. In the spring 2012, the BCTF initiated a survey to better describe mentoring programs currently active in districts across British Columbia. Of the 60 school districts in the province, 29 reported having formal mentoring support for their teachers, and 21 of those programs have been functioning for five years or more. While there is substantial history of experience and practice in mentoring work within many districts/locals within BC, districts have struggled to sustain their programs through budget cutbacks, shifting demographics, and changes within district and local leadership. Many other districts/ locals are seeking ways to initiate a mentoring program to help retain teachers and provide essential support for the transition into the practice of the profession. The New Teacher Mentoring Project offers a timely response at a critical time as teaching professionals recognize the significance of mentoring to the continuity of personal professional growth and to building a culture of collaboration and collegiality within and across schools. There is a growing consensus of interest among all education providers calling for a more integrated, and sustained system of support for the induction of teachers in their early years. The vision of the project is to place teachers mentoring teachers at the heart of the induction process, respecting the wealth of teacher knowledge and the capacity of teacher leadership. Proposals came from 20 school districts across BC to participate in the first year of the project, prepared jointly with local teacher associations. The three districts—Haida Gwaii, Kootenay-Columbia, and Kamloops Thompson—were chosen for participation, because they offered comparative differences in geographic and demographic size, in the mix of rural and urban schools, Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal communities. The early months of the project have focused on supporting each of the three districts in establishing a framework for a mentorship program that can respond to the specific contexts and challenges for teachers in these different areas of BC. There are currently 58 teachers engaged as mentors and mentees. A steering committee has been established in the three districts that includes union leadership and administrative directors. The focus of mentoring partnerships reveals the distinctiveness in each district: Kamloops is supporting some of the new TTOCs and chose to structure the program to build connection across schools and district. In Kootenay-Columbia mentoring partnerships are providing a means for educators to collaborate on implementation of new math curriculum and explore innovations in secondary school teaching and learning. Haida Gwaii mentors are helping teachers build knowledge and confidence in new assignments such as learning assistance and counselling, and bridge between Haida language and curriculum implementation. The project funds have also made it possible to hire a 0.2 FTE mentoring teacher in the Kamloops Thompson District to support four teachers working in rural schools. For teachers entering the profession in more rural environments, unique challenges are faced in accessing resources, networking with other professionals, and teaching across multiple grades. The Kamloops mentoring position provides a way to regularly visit these rural teachers and offer more consistent response to their challenges. UBC is partnering with the New Teacher Mentoring project to conduct research into ways that a formal mentorship program might more effectively support our rural teachers through its rural teacher education focus. Although we are just a few months into the project, it is already evident how mentoring offers both emotional support and professional challenge for new professionals working to integrate their knowledge, skills, and ideals into the real world of the classroom. The ‘praxis shock’ in becoming a professional teacher is a familiar story and can lead quickly to feeling overwhelmed, discouraged, and isolated. Kamloops mentor Rachael Sdoutz states, “my mentee’s biggest challenge will be to find a balance and to not let herself get discouraged as she faces the reality of teaching day to day—the system is changing more slowly than the new techniques and philosophies.” How can we support our new colleagues in developing professional habits of mind that lead to greater efficacy, agency, and enjoyment as they meet the pragmatics of classroom life? This is the challenge mentors are exploring as they meet with their mentees. Discovering the satisfaction and empowerment of offering professional support to new colleagues is a welcome benefit many of the new mentors have expressed. The reciprocity of learning and reflection, which develops over time within mentoring relationships, supports the inquiry approach to professional learning. Teachers are meeting together in partnerships and networks to set goals, examine student work, and improve practice. The process gives purpose for teachers to open up their classrooms to one another, to think and work together in a non-evaluative, growth-oriented and trusting way. Ann-Marie Hunter, the Kamloops mentor supporting four rural teachers in her district writes, “Yesterday it was wonderful to spend the morning with one of my teachers; she had many insights into teaching in a one-teacher school that I had not even considered. What an amazing challenge! This is going to be quite a journey of mentoring—so interesting to continue to learn more and share more about education.” Continuing to build strong effective mentoring relationships will strengthen the professional culture of learning within schools and districts. We know from the successful mentoring programs already in place in BC, once a mentoring culture has found its roots in a school district, collaboration and the reciprocity of ongoing learning becomes a norm. In February, I will return to the ministry to secure funding for two more years to expand the project more widely across BC’s educational landscape. If successful, the project will be welcoming new district applications before the end of the school year. Updated information about the progress of the project including criteria for participation can be found on the New Teacher Mentoring Project page of the BCTF website—www.bctf.ca. (There is a network of educators from different school districts, universities and other partner organizations in BC who meet three times a year to support and promote mentorship across the province. This network can be contacted through Teacher Mentorship BC.) Alison Davies, BCTF co-ordinator, New Teacher Mentoring Project  Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/francais/NouvellesFECB.aspx?id=32066,Nouvelles de la FECB Vol.19 No.14, 12 février 2014  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Nouvelles de la FECB archives 2013–14  2012–13  Home > Français > Nouvelles de la FECB > 2013-14 Archive     Volume 19, Numéro 14, 12 février 2014 Période de questions explosives autour de la décision de la juge Griffin Les enseignants répondent en masse au courriel de Fassbender Un professeur de droit de la C.-B. affirme que les motifs de recours du gouvernement sont faibles AFairDeal.ca : Un nouveau site se concentre sur la négociation L’enseignement obtient une mention de passage dans le discours du Trône Période de questions explosives autour de la décision de la juge Griffin Dans la période de questions de la première séance de l'Assemblée législative de 2014, les députés de l'opposition ont essayé d'obtenir de la première ministre Christy Clark qu’elle réponde aux allégations de tentatives de son gouvernement de provoquer une grève en 2012. L'opposition est allé au tribunal, a acheté les transcriptions des débats judiciaires accessibles au public et a lu quelques-uns des détails explosifs au cours de ses questions. Malgré leurs commentaires publics dans les médias et dans la lettre aux enseignants de la Colombie-Britannique, Mme Clark et le ministre de l'Éducation Peter Fassbender ont refusé de répondre aux questions devant l'Assemblée législative. Au lieu de cela, il a été laissé à la procureure générale Suzanne Anton, le soin de dire à plusieurs reprises, qu'ils devaient répondre aux questions « devant les tribunaux » et non à l’opposition. Pendant un échange, Anton a dit, en ce qui concerne la Cour d’appel, que « nous devrions les laisser faire leur travail.» Évidemment, Clark et Fassbender n'ont pas suivi l'avis de Mme Anton. Lire le premier rapport du Vancouver Sun sur l'événement ici. En outre, vous serez en mesure de lire dans le Hansard du12 février 2014 les transcriptions officielles de la période de questions ici.   Les enseignants répondent en masse au courriel de Fassbender Twitter était rempli d’indignation le vendredi après-midi après que le ministre de l'Éducation Peter Fassbender ait envoyé par courriel une lettre d'autosatisfaction trompeuse aux membres de la FECB. Les enseignants ont rapidement vu à travers ce genre d’hyperbole et beaucoup d'entre vous nous ont envoyé des messages le vendredi et tout au long de la fin de semaine pour nous faire savoir combien vous étiez offensé. Vous nous avez dit que vous aviez répondu soit en tapant sur "unsubscribe" pour éviter de recevoir d'autres courriels ou en lui répondant directement avec vos propres commentaires et réfutations. Comme vous, nous avons été surpris par une lettre qui tente de justifier pourquoi le gouvernement interjette l’appel de la décision de la Cour suprême de la C.-B. Malgré avoir enfreint la loi à deux reprises par le dépouillement de nos conventions collectives, ainsi que le sous-financement systématique de l'enseignement public et le transfert des coûts aux conseils scolaires, il sous-entend que son gouvernement est le champion supposé de l'enseignement public. Nous voulons corriger les inexactitudes figurant dans sa lettre. Contrairement à ce qu'a écrit le ministre Fassbender, le langage " dépouillé " avait en fait été négocié par les parties : - Une grande majorité des syndicats locaux et associations locales d'enseignants ont négocié du langage sur la taille des classes et la composition avec les conseils scolaires à la fin des années 1980 et au début des années 1990. Ce langage constitue l'essentiel ce qui a été dépouillé de la convention collective en 2002. - Au cours de la négociation de 1998, c’était les représentants de la BCPSEA qui ont les premiers demandé l'aide du gouvernement bien que les représentants de la FECB ont ensuite eu une implication directe avec le gouvernement. - Bien que la convention collective ait été initialement modifiée par la loi en 1998, la FECB et la BCPSEA ont renégocié, en 2001, par entente en comité le langage provincial sur la taille des classes M - 3. - La Cour suprême de la C.-B. a conclu que c était ce langage négocié que le gouvernement actuel avait enlevé par législation en 2002. Le Ministre Fassbender déclare: « Ce qui est le plus décevant pour moi, c'est la qualification de la juge que le gouvernement a cherché à provoquer une grève.» Si le ministre veut contester les conclusions de fait de la juge Griffin, le gouvernement devrait divulguer les documents du Cabinet qui étaient devant la Cour. Cela permettrait au public de constater par lui-même comment le gouvernement s’est comporté en 2011-12 lors des négociations et des discussions post-décision avec les enseignants. Nous savons que le ministre Fassbender n’envoie ces courriels que dans l'espoir de séparer les enseignants de leur syndicat. En fait, la juge Griffin a constaté que le Règlement sur la compensation sur la composition des classes a été vu pour servir l' « objectif utile de creuser un fossé entre les enseignants individuels et la FECB. » (Paragraphe 512 ) Certains membres nous ont demandé comment le ministre a obtenu leurs adresses électroniques. Nous comprenons qu'il les a obtenues de la Teacher Regulation Branch, qui fait partie du gouvernement. Nous sommes d'accord avec Fassbender sur un point - la nécessité de trouver des solutions à la table de négociation. Nous exhortons la BCPSEA à venir à la table prête à négocier de bonne foi. Les enseignants veulent un traitement équitable et un meilleur soutien pour ses élèves. Nous encourageons le gouvernement à fournir le financement pour que ceci se produise.   Un professeur de droit de la C.-B. affirme que les motifs de recours du gouvernement sont faibles Le gouvernement de la C.-B. devrait accepter la décision récente de la Cour suprême de la C.-B. respectant les droits des enseignants dans la Charte à la libre négociation collective et passer à autre chose, selon Joel Bakan, écrivain, cinéaste, et professeur de droit à UBC. Dans un éditorial publié dans le Vancouver Sun, le 11 février, il dit: « les gouvernements libéraux de la Colombie-Britannique ont été des récidivistes dans leur violation constante des lois à la fois constitutionnelles et internationales visant à protéger les droits de négociation collective des travailleurs.» Bakan conclut que l'affaire du gouvernement est faible pour un appel, bien que les coûts seront élevés. Lire son article dans son intégralité ici.   AFairDeal.ca : Un nouveau site se concentre sur la négociation La FECB a lancé un nouveau site Web axé sur la négociation collective. Il vise à fournir aux membres, aux parents, aux médias et à d'autres des informations claires sur les objectifs de la FECB pour une solution négociée à la table de négociation. Il y a des mèmes et des graphiques pour le partage sur les médias sociaux, ainsi qu’une lettre qui se trouve à seulement un clic de la boîte de réception de votre député provincial. Rendez-vous sur le site www.aFairDeal.ca. L’enseignement obtient une mention de passage dans le discours du Trône  Ce sont les seules références à l'enseignement public dans le discours du Trône de mardi : Grâce aux élèves, aux éducateurs et aux parents, le système d'enseignement public de la Colombie-Britannique continue de se classer parmi les meilleurs au monde. Nos enfants doivent avoir la meilleure chance possible de réaliser leur plein potentiel, de sorte que votre gouvernement continue à travailler sur la création d'un plan de formation personnalisé pour chaque élève et à un accord pour assurer une décennie de paix sociale dans nos salles de classe.  Ce printemps, le gouvernement tentera de connecter les Britanno-Colombiens à des possibilités d’emplois à travers un plan d'action de formation professionnelle de 10 ans pour les jeunes travailleurs et ceux plus âgés qui cherchent à se recycler. Les Britanno-Colombiens peuvent s'attendre à des améliorations au sein de l'Industry Training Authority, ainsi qu'à la réorganisation de nos institutions secondaires et post-secondaires afin d'assurer que nos élèves aient les compétences pour les emplois de l'avenir.      Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8864&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, Number 4, March 2004 AGM 2004–Special resolutions Recommendation 18 That 13C (page 87) be amended as follows: a. a new regulation 13.C 11.8 to read: "The benefit shall be offset by the amount of a pension received under any registered pension plan." b. adding to 13.C 1.3 the words: "or, who is in receipt of a pension under a registered pension plan" after the words "factor 88." c. adding to13C 19.4 (page 88) "(d) a pension received under any registered pension plan." Recommendation 19 That 13 C 3.10 be deleted and replaced with: "A member in receipt of benefits for more than 12 months shall provide proof of acceptance or denial of Canada Pension Plan benefits. A member who has been requested by the plan administrator to re-apply for, or to appeal a declination of Canada Pension Plan benefits, shall provide proof of acceptance or denial of such re-application or appeal. If the member fails to provide proof of the required application, re-application or appeal, as the case may be, the benefit shall be reduced by an amount equivalent to Canada Pension Plan disability benefits." Resolution 113 From: Vancouver Elementary Teachers’ Association That 13.C.11.2 (page 87) be amended to replace the words: "No adjustment of benefit attributable to increased salary shall be paid until the claimant has returned to work or sick leave for 20 consecutive days." with the words, "Benefits shall be adjusted to reflect any salary increase the member would normally receive from the salary scale in effect while the member is receiving benefits." Constitution and by-laws Recommendation 2 That the Constitution of the British Columbia Teachers’ Federation be amended by: 1. Amending Purpose No. 4 by replacing the words "the foregoing objects" with the words "the purposes of the Federation" by replacing the words "the said society or corporation and any other society or corporations" with the words "the Federation and any other organization," by replacing the words "having objects similar to" with the words "having purposes similar to" and by replacing the words "this society or corporation" with the words "the Federation": Purpose 4 as amended would then read: "4. To provide for the enlargement of the scope of the purposes of the Federation by permitting an alliance or affiliation to be made between the Federation and any other organization having purposes similar to the Federation." 2. Amending Purpose No. 7 by replacing the words "such other subsidiary services" with the words "such other services and programs"; Purpose 7 as amended would then read: "7. To organize and administer such other services and programs as the Annual General Meeting may from time to time order." 3. Adding a further Purpose No. 13 as follows: "13. To safeguard teachers’ pensions and act as joint trustee with respect to teacher pension funds." 4. Adding a further Purpose No. 14 as follows: "14. To continue to develop programs of social responsibility, and to provide international assistance to educational organizations." 5. Adding a further Purpose No. 15 as follows: "15. To promote the attainment of the purposes of the Federation by participation in educational, social, co-operative, electoral, political, economic, bargaining or other activity authorized pursuant to the by-laws of the Federation." Recommendation 3 Recommended by the Executive Committee and the Representative Assembly 1. That By-law 6.1 be amended by adding "local presidents" after local representatives so that it would read: "The representative assembly shall consist of the local representatives, the local presidents, and the members of the Executive Committee, but any decision at a meeting of the representative assembly shall be by vote of the local representatives only." 2. That procedure statement 25.B.02(2) be amended by adding a part (c) to read: c. "Local presidents as non-voting members, unless elected by their local as a local representative." Resolution 101 Kamloops Thompson Teachers’ Association That By-law 3.4 be amended by deleting: "If two or more school districts amalgamate, the locals in those districts shall be supported by the BCTF as the locals determined the governance structures that best meet the needs of their members" and replacing it with: "If two or more school districts amalgamate and the locals in the newly amalgamated district operate with a single local collective agreement, the locals in those districts shall amalgamate to form a single local.")
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(20141006,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2014/09/tentative-agreement-yes-or-no.html?showComment0751410928113437,Staffroom Confidential: Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, September 16, 2014 Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Despite what I know was a herculean effort on the part of our bargaining team, I very much hope that BC teachers will vote no to the tentative agreement. After five weeks of strike, and twelve years of legal battles, this is not the deal that will restore sanity to public education and it is not a fair deal for teachers and students. Just as teachers in Saskatchewan rejected a deal to ensure a better outcome, I hope BC teachers will consider a no vote to let our team know we have to go back to the bargaining table. Class size, composition The agreement provided a modified LIF fund starting at $75 million per year and increasing to $85 by the last year. It is for teachers only, which will mean a slight improvement in Districts where sizeable portions were spent on Education Assistants or senior District staff rather than teachers. However, in an average size District like Victoria (20,000 students, 1,000 teachers), this will translate into about 5-10 more teachers. That is one for every five schools. To put it in comparison, Justice Griffin's judgement estimated the lost funding due to lost class size language at about $330 million in current dollars. (Read more here about the proposed Education Fund.) I heard so many teachers speak up about the need to ensure that we do not return to over-crowded classes when the strike ends. This agreement does very little to alleviate what is the most pressing issue. Throwing away the court victory The agreement provides a "reopener" in the event we win on appeal our class size language. What this means is that the language returns, but is not implemented until new language is negotiated. Without the actual implementation of the returned language, there will be very little incentive for the government to bargain it back. We would essentially be back in the very same position we are in today, with government trying to bargain it out and us trying to bargain it back in. In my opinion, even if we were legislated back to work we would be in a superior position. If we won the appeal the government would then be forced to implement the language. We are thus throwing away our historic court victory and the bargaining pressure it potentially creates. The reopener is really only mildly less offensive than E80. In both cases, we have to bargain back what was illegally taken from our contract and the government will probably never have to restore it. In fact, the "reopener" creates the perfect opportunity for government to lock us out to try and force us to agree to something far inferior. Throwing away the remedy for the last twelve years The agreement provides $105 million to compensate for grievances over-sized classes for the last twelve years. Using Justice Griffin's estimates, our loss is roughly $300 million times 12 = over $3 billion. I cannot fathom how $105 million is a fair compromise. The BCTF's original proposal to put this money back into the system was a more fair and productive approach. This agreement means we can no longer go to the courts for a fair remedy. Wages The agreement is very close to government's original offer. While I would be willing to accept this if the class size language was returned, teachers should not be taking such a significant monetary loss without the commensurate gain in working conditions. We have lost roughly 12% of our annual salary. We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut. Minimal improvements There are very minimal improvements in preparation time for elementary teachers (10 minutes per week), and TTOC daily rate. The TTOC daily rate change may depend on your grid placement. It could actually be a wage loss for long term TTOCs who are above category 5 and step 7. There is also $11 million in health and dental benefits. At 40,000 members, this is $275 each. Hardly worth consideration in the context of the rest of the agreement. What next? There are a variety of options if we vote no. We can continue the strike. We can choose to return to work and continue bargaining. We do not, and should not, accept an agreement that doesn't meet our needs and doesn't meet the needs of students and public education. When Saskatchewan teachers rejected the first deal which had 5.5% wage increases over four years, the second deal had 7.3% increases over four years. They have said this still isn't good enough. For us, our main issue is classroom conditions. We need to say this isn't good enough. The way to do that is to vote no. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 7:48 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 124 comments: Troy MooreSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:17 PM The EC recommendation states the open clause will be argued from restored language. However, selling our grievances for nothing as the 105 million is strike savings, is plenty of reason to vote no. Further, no composition caps, but a fund controlled by Superintendents is enough reason to vote no. Thursday I will vote no.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:06 PM Re-opener also says "education fund" in place until new language bargained, so old language can disappear forever.Delete Reply Mme RousseauSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:33 PM Government starved us to death hoping we'd vote yes to whatever deal they'd offer. Planned it from the start.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:07 PM We can sill choose (collectively) to return to work if we reject this deal. Many options.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:09 PM Great analysis, Tara! I think that returning to work would be a bad idea. This will frustrate parents more if they need to find new ways to deal with taking care fo kids. USe the money given to you by the other unions. I am a teacher who had to quit for stress over the terrible condition of work (split FI grade 4/5, several low LD kids with little support, one severe with no support, 2 gifted (no support), and a principal who expected me to teach 2 separate social studies AND science programs)Delete Reply Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:56 PM Good points by all but the gov't succeeded in starving my family out and completly breaking us. I will be voting YES and live to fight another dayReplyDelete Replies schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:21 PM 'Fight another day'? In the last twelve years that we have been pushing back against this government, never has the tide tide been so much with teachers, class size/composition, and public education - and never has the government been pushed back onto the ropes (especially with the call for binding arbitration). What 'other day' is being proposed that we wait for? Now is the time. Vote 'no' and give the BCTF bargaining team a renewed mandate to get a decent deal for students and teachers.Delete Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:10 PM "Another day" means to wake up and realize that 2more weeks means my family of 5 could lose our home. It means I will do all I can to recall Cc, Factbender, and other mla's, and maybe even having "a guy I know" have a chat with them. In year 1 of their reign, I don't believe they even know what "the ropes" are. I will vote YES ...for my family, and I can live with thatDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:12 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply Karen FergusonSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:03 PM Just a question: When the Saskatchewan teachers voted no, had they already been on strike for 5 weeks?ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM No. They are working with no contract. They are not on strike.Delete Shannon DavisSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:23 AM I am a Saskatchewan teacher. We are not on strike; we are currently in the conciliation process after voting "no" to 2 previous offersDelete Reply "Mama Rose"September 16, 2014 at 9:27 PM Can we truly return to work without agreeing and continue bargaining? When I suggested returning to work a few weeks ago, the answer was "being on strike puts pressure on the gov't and without pressure they have no reason to settle." And can you explain more how legislating us back would be better than agreeing to this deal? And finally, why would the BCTF executive put forward a deal that was not a good one?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:30 PM Because they need confirmation of the resolve of the membership to get something better. That is what a no vote does.Delete Reply Troylana MSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:28 PM some great points to ponder, tara......thinking thinking....ReplyDelete schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:43 PM If we vote 'no' to the tentative deal we still have options: We'd not have a contract. But we could... a) strike with full picket lines b) partially strike with phase 1 (work-to-rule) in schools c) partially strike with periodic/rotating job action d) continue negotiating e) return to work and re-escalate strike f) some/all of the above ReplyDelete Replies Caroline MackenzieSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:21 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:14 PM a) will expedite matters (I say less that 3 days)Delete Reply danabjornsonSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:05 PM I am thinking that a legislated, crappier contract would only be in effect for 2 years max (before elections...). If we take this offer, then we will be agreeing to this pseudo-E80. Should we win the court case (which we likely will), we will have to settle on the terms of the THIS negotiated contract which doesn't actually restore learning conditions; it simply allows for those conditions to be negotiated. If we say n, then we default to the 2002 contract, which DOES restore the language. A "yes" vote is saying that we are good on "crumbs"; a "no" vote is saying we want an actual meal. That's my understanding, anyway. Please correct me where I am wrong, Tara. :)ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:44 PM And word is IF they legislate, they could opt to legislate back Grade 10-12 only causing the union to have to lay off all teachers and re-hire based on seniority. That will tear the union at the seams pitting teacher against teacher for those positions. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:17 PM There will be a general strike if that were to happen! They better not do this. They will regret it.Delete Reply imaginefunlearningSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:09 PM Some good points on the background of our fight over the past 12 years, which I have been actively engaged in; however we need to recognize the climate we are in. We are not in Sask. people! We have just come through a very long summer!! We need to thank our @bctf bargaining team & recognize the toll this has taken on all of us & our families. I don't have the luxury of more time on the strike line. This may be as good as it gets. Let's read the agreement and consider getting back to work and making some $ again! That's my 2 cents worth, which would come in really handy right now!!!ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:18 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply RobSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:11 PM Go back in work to rule mode. Work this winter to recall every Liberal MLA. ThAt is the only way to apply pressure to these criminals. ReplyDelete Replies Kate RestonSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:03 PM Recall! Not sure who won the battle but the war is still onDelete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:14 AM Well said Kate... I agree 100%Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:20 PM I think say NO and a better deal will be done in less than 3 days. These guys are not criminals, they are lower than that. I bet they get a sick pleasure in hurting the kids and the teachers.Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:31 PM An official recall is in the works: https://www.facebook.com/groups/316129595235450/?fref=ts Please consider joining.Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:26 AM Leah - do you honestly think anyone who voted BC Liberal did so thinking that they would act any differently on the education file?Delete Reply JJSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:16 PM I am glad to see other members who share my views. I am outraged at a 1.2 percent "raise" in salary per year that doesn't even meet inflation of currently 2%. I feel used and abused.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:23 PM Not to mention all of the other pittance! I am actually surprised that Iker asked teachers to vote on this! Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:18 PM Hi Tara Thanks for the summary! Will we be able to vote NO to the deal, but vote YES to returning to work? Will there be three options when we vote Thursday? Why did the BCTF agree to a substandard deal for us? If we vote no to a deal that was recommended to us, the teachers look like the bad guys and public approval will plummet. I am very disappointed and frustratedReplyDelete Replies KataSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:12 AM Public approval will not necessarily plummet. I have seen strikes where the membership has voted against the executive's "best results to date", and ended up with a better offer. This offer is an insult. The $300 million will not bring funding to the national average (I believe). More importantly, the wage offer is half of the average wage increase for public and private workers (StatsCan). Delete Reply MontySeptember 16, 2014 at 10:19 PM Thank you, Tara. My thoughts too, more clearly expressed. As well, Thursday is too soon to vote, too soon to vote, too soon to vote........ReplyDelete Richard ChalkeSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:21 PM Vote no and lose every shred of public support...just sayin!ReplyDelete Replies UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:31 AM I am a member of the public and would support a "no" vote. js!.Delete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:01 AM Richard Chalke, NO you won't! I am a mother with 3 adopted special needs children who need to be in a class that is designed for them and others like them (my kids are academically slightly delayed but their issues are more social and behavioural) where they can receive the education they deserve taught in a way they can comprehend. I will speak now for all the parents I know, and we will support the teacher's if they continue to fight for our children's best interest.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:28 PM It might not be pretty at first, but once we explain things (and I hope the Mandarin-speaking teachers flood the Richmond organization that voiced their concerns), they will back us. The 3 billions that the judge came to is the first I hear about. This should be stated to every newsmedia comment section in the province. Minimize pickets and flood those outlets with commenters, just like the Liberals do. Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:45 PM I am a member of the public and a single Mother of a child in the public school system. You will NOT lose one bit of my support if you vote no. I know that you are sacrificing so that my child can have a better education, and I am most grateful for it. Having said that, I also know that you are exhausted and broke. I have been dreading that you may have to settle for less than what you (we) deserve because the government succeeded in breaking you. I am not in your shoes, so cannot judge. If the vote is a yes, I understand and I am still behind you. Delete Reply Alison RocheSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:25 PM It is a crap deal. It's always a crap deal. Once you raise the stakes to striking, anything else is a cave in. The last time we walked out was the 3 day illegal strike where I threw away 1200$ and got EXACTLY the same contract I had the year before. The BCTF called it a win because they didn't rip up MORE of my contract. Ridiculous. There are a few of us that believe that working to contract, doing 100% of your teaching job and nothing more (like paying for supplies out of your own pocket or EC) is the only way teachers will survive this government. What if they get re-elected again? Then what? Teachers have lost thousands to these clowns to make "statements" about the state of public education in this province. We can't keep sacrificing ourselves and our families. And in the meantime, you talk to parents about why you have to take this crappy road. Because up until this strike they mostly didn't care about the state of education, but god forbid you didn't run a Sports Day. Then suddenly they wanted to know what the hell was going on. Keep the conversation going in schools. Attend your PAC meetings and stop enabling this govt to underfund and overwork the system. And still get paid!ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:20 AM I am very excited at the prospect of returning to my beloved job on Friday. However I will NOT continue to put my personal money into my classroom and I will be seriously reconsidering my involvement in extra curriculars. I think we shoot ourselves in the foot with all the unpaid work we so willingly volunteer to do. Delete Reply FCSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:38 PM I heard a rumour last week from a loose lipped government insider that after the 22nd, depending on the outcome of the negotiations the Liberals were going to announce a 3 step process. I was not clear if this was based on 3 steps to resolve the strike (perhaps the 3rd step is legislation??) or 3 steps to overhaul the education system, either way, they will settle it outright. I wish you all luck and all the information that you need to make a sound decision of what you feel is best.ReplyDelete Replies Lisa BurrowsSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:53 PM I have heard similar rumours. On the 23rd, the gov. was planning on introducing a $6000 per year voucher system for 3 choices: an academic or trades program, or something called EducationCanada. Not clear whether their intention was to privatize the public system, de-certify teachers and hire them back under new wage/benefits. Not clear where these rumours originated from. Maybe fear tactics to get teachers to vote yes. In any event, I plan on voting yes. I signed up to be a teacher, not a martyr. This strike has cost us a lot. We need to regain our livelihood and hopefully continue the conversation about class composition. We have at least awakened many people to the issue, and the court case is still an avenue that could eventually improve teaching and learning conditions.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:33 PM I urge all teachers to fight and say NO to this deal. Retired teacher who had to retire because horrendous work conditions. Make me proud. They will not last long if you say NO! I know this is tough, but there is money and I hear that Van City does offer loan at low to 0 %. Banks do allow you to miss a mortgage payment. Go talki to your banker.Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM Will school districts require teachers to make up missed days, as suggested in the media? Will the school calendar be changing to make up for the missed three weeks and if so will we be made aware of those changes PRIOR to the vote? ReplyDelete KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:41 PM "Wages..... We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut." And that is the cost of going on strike!!! There is nothing that can be done about that. You cannot go on strike and put up the raise you want every week to compensate for your time on strike - it doesn't work that way.ReplyDelete Replies Drew StevensonSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:59 AM I believe the missing "..." Suggests that they meant to refer to the losses against inflation since the last wage step increase. Thus this contract does not allow us to recover the buying power lost to inflation since the last non contract or "0%" year. Add those up and compare against the proposed increase and you see that by the end of the contract, we won't be able to afford the same value of goods (loaves of bread, watts of energy, litres of gas) that we could at the end of the last contracts term. It was not a comment about wages that were lost in the strike. Those are really small potatoes when compared to the grinding power of inflation over years and years. The next contract will use this latest for a bench mark so these losses to inflation will grind at all teachers for as long as they teach. A death of a thousand cuts to our ability to afford basic goods and services. Any raise less than inflation is a cut to the value placed on us and on our ability to pay our bills. Delete Reply Ed SSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:09 PM Having lost $20,000 (including summer school wages) as the single income for a family of five is far too much; I will be voting YES to the deal, unless the independently wealthy teachers out there who wish to continue the strike will pay my bills and mortgage for me.ReplyDelete Replies Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:14 PM I feel ya. Yes for meDelete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:18 AM Ed S. With all due respect (and I mean that), how did you lose $20,000 in the strike? Teachers were out 2 weeks (all out) before they were supposed to be in June, and now 3 weeks for the start of school? It is my understanding that teachers don't get paid through the summer months. Please correct me if I'm wrong, wherever I'm wrong. Shouldn't you have been financially alright for the summer months at least? Also all teachers knew this strike had a possibility of extending into the new school year but no one teacher budgeted for this possibility? I'm truly just trying to get a clear picture of where this all stems. NO disrespect intended.Delete BlairSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:12 AM Kelly, not Ed but if you look at the numbers there was the 10% lockout haircut in May/June plus the loss of most of June and the loss of much of September. In our 1 teacher (1 non) household we calculated a $9 K - $10 K loss so far. If you add summer school earnings you can easily make the loss in the $20 k zone. As for budgeting, we budget for the summer, but did not expect the 10% haircut, nor the loss of June/Sept days which completely messed our budgeting calculations. A very good friend (single teaching mother) was crushed by the loss of the June income and is without a penny today.Delete Mr. SmoothSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:35 PM The only one who didn't get a haircut was Jim Iker... and he needs one more than anyone else. What's with that over-coiffed 70"s mullet Jim? Does wonders for the BCTF brand image!Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:55 PM Jim's hair is not open for discussion in a respectful space like this. As for his salary, he is a teacher who does not get paid when we are on strike.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:04 PM Totally agree!Delete Reply Mr. GSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:24 PM If I thought they could do any better I would agree with voting NO, but you have to be realistic. The BCTF does not use professionals to bargain and always ends up with much less than they promise the membership when asking for a strike vote. While this is not a great deal for teachers, I really think you're fooling yourself if you think it'll get any better.ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:02 AM BCTF needs to be replaced with younger more adept representatives and advocates. Also, we should be hiring professional contract negotiators - you don't go into battle with cut throat corporate types with a wooden knife. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:37 PM This is BAD deal! Say NO to it and show those (expletives) that we will not take it anymore! Come on! Show them that teachers have a spine! They will respect us, oddly!Delete Reply retaSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:51 PM I agree with Richard. Those in the public that are uniformed would be furious, and there are many teachers who just can't afford to use their wages as their voice any longer - too much has already been donated to the government. In my opinion, the deal is pretty lame. I am sitting on the fence.ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:24 AM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:26 AM So true!!! I cannot afford to fight this battle for public education any longer. Why is this my personal and professional obligation??? However I think this deal is weak weak weak. I also think its the best we are going to get. Ideologically I'm on the fence but my wallet will vote YES.Delete Reply SirThinksToo MuchSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:54 PM My wife and I will be voting "Yes" on Thursday for it is the middle path. The easy path would have been for us to go back to school with E-80 & E-81 over our heads. The difficult path would be for us to vote "No" and put our mortgage at risk and having to continue asking retired parents for handouts to feed a family with three kids. The middle path is the wisest choice for us considering the current political climate in which those who do not teach are the quickest to judge it harshly.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:41 PM I understand that this is really tough for you! I almost died teaching a few month ago. I had to quit. Please consider holding on and say no. Remember the short loss in salary will be offset in the LONG-RUn by better salary increase. This is a joke! They will be laughing at you even more if we accept this. This is a very bad deal! However, I do respect your position!Delete Reply DaleSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:16 AM Why would classroom conditions be better on October 9th after being legislated back? We have been outplayed because of our stubborn refusal to outdated, tired old tactics. It is because of these actions that have led us to this terrible deal. Time to reset, regroup and stock up for the long haul. Can't do it if half the members commit hara kiri on themselves. We are a union of professionals not a cult. ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:49 AM Could not agree more.Delete schreck!September 17, 2014 at 9:44 AM Could you please advise which tactics you believe could have been used to secure a superior deal?Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:47 AM Full disclosure: I'm a BC Liberal supporter. The only people who would benefit from a NO vote are the BC Liberals. Teachers would be bargaining with no leverage whatsoever and would be viewed by a large segment of the population as unreasonable. The BC Liberals then get portray themselves as the only party capable of dealing with the BCTF. schreck! says that the BCTF has the government on the ropes, but he couldn't be farther from the truth. The government wants people to view the BCTF as their primary opponent. Disputes like this just shore up the BC Liberal base and protect its right flank. Any half-baked recall campaign will only reinforce that. It's true teachers aren't going to recoup the lost wages from the strike. I would suggest to you that that means this job action was probably not in teachers' interests, especially without any sort of appreciable strike fund. This is the best deal teachers were ever going to get with this government and people should have been able to recognize that in June. If you want my advice (which you probably don't), it would be to spend the next 5 years building up a strike fund, electing better leaders, and hiring a professional negotiating team. Don't bring a knife to a gunfight and expect things to go well. Focus on getting the best deal you can from whoever the government is rather than trying to change the government, the HST, Kinder Morgan or a thousand different issues that distract from education and erode the union's finances further. You'd be doing yourself a favour, and probably doing the NDP a favour at the same time. Also, if schreck! is David Schreck, you can thank his opposition to STV for the last two BC Liberal majorities. I know I do.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:11 PM One step would be to stop making political contributions to the NDP. This only contributes to the childish animosity and lack of trust that has constantly characterized negotiations. How else can the Socreds/Liberals view teachers except as enemies when they so publicly support their opponents. This stupid confrontational immature approach has to STOP!!!!! Education should not be a political fight when it is so obviously a valuable benefit to our society. It was an NDP government that legislated teachers back to work in 1993. Stop making education a political fight.Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:10 PM I don't think they have to go that far. CUPE and the Nurses still contribute to the NDP yet they don't have the same acrimonious relationship. CUPE and the Nurses just make their members their priority, and broader advocacy second.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:55 PM Ryan (possibly a Liberal paid commenter), with all due respect, I disagree with you. The cumulative increase in lieu of this will be better. Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can. I say to Iker, ask for 6% over 3 years because these people love to play the 15% over 15 year game to make it so big on the surface. Some people think that this is 15% every year. Believe me! I have seen it in comment sections. Others believe that the 15% is too high not understanding that they must divide things over the duration of the contract. It is time that we play it smarter. It is time to put the foot down and ask for money given to us by other unions, if it is needed. Banks can accept one late mortgage payment. It would be suicidal for them to not help. Imagine the possible damage if that ever leaks out. They could lose a lot in teacher money. I for one would pull my money out of a bank in support! Teachers are going to show this government that we have a spine! Enough is enough! Aren't you tired of being treated like kids? (Retired teacher who almost died in a car accident because of work conditions that were horrendous. I had to quit.)Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 AM Not paid by the BC Liberals. I pay them actually... :/ I imagine astroturfers of any affiliation wouldn't disclose their bias. "Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can." How did that work in May 2013? If the teachers reject a contract that their own union endorsed, it will make teachers seem unreasonable. Whether that perception is true or fair is irrelevant. It's what will happen, and teachers will be weaker as a result. Take my advice. Build up a strike fund and focus on the internal governance of the BCTF for the next 6 years. You'll be better off for it. Or not. I don't mind you or others making it easier for the party I support to get elected. I'd just rather not see kids and teachers hurt in the process.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:37 AM Ah! The "don't-hurt-kids" card, hey, when you have underfunded education for 12 years! WOW! That takes the cake! Are your trolling? Oh! You are serious? :) Would you be surprised if I don't follow your advice, considering your lack of logic? Would you be surprised if others don't follow your advice? It is ttue that bullies like you and your ilks love to show who is the boss, who is the teacher now! I suspect that is at the root of the problem! No one wants to fail in school! No one wants to get the strap! Sad that today's teachers don't like it too! But, who cares, we are ... teachers! We deserve it! BAH! BAH! BAH!Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:22 PM That's fine. I look forward to another 16 years of BC Liberal government.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:41 PM 16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate! Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan! Sociopaths do that!Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 9:35 AM "16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate!" 16 years of our opponents still don't understand why they lost. Like I said, that's fine with me. If I said the Liberals would be in power for at least another 13 years back in 2004 you probably would have laughed too. Heck, if I told you on May 13 last year that the BC Liberals would be reelected on May 14 you'd probably have laughed too. And you were wrong. Why is that? Answer that question if you want the NDP to win the next election. Without a correct answer to it, the NDP's cause is hopeless. "Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan!" You feel they are flawed, and that's fine. I don't go around calling people who disagree with me sociopaths, nor do I accuse them of being paid shills. But I also don't feel much need to address your ad hominems. There are logical arguments to support your position, but argumentum ad hominem is not one of them. It's a textbook logical fallacy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 1:15 PM Ah! Now I get it! It is all ego-based! You think because you voted the winning party that you are a winner and we are losers! You think because you predicted that the Liberals would win, you are winner. That does not make YOU a winner or the Liberals! It is called DEMOGRAPHICS, you expletives. The baby boomers are getting old and because they have more assets and won't make a whole lot more for too long, they need to vote a govn't who is going to do just that! It is not rocket science! WOW! You think you are so superior when your party stole an election with 47% of the popular vote. That's not a majority and your party should not have been elected. BTW, did you delete from your ethical memory the words Ethnic voting scandal? The field is slanted and you know it. However, you are so willing to minimize, forget the scams and bad fairplay tactics like a sociopath is allowed to minimize or ignore his or victims emotions that you don't see that you are the loser, we are the victim of your constant bullying. 1% wage increases after years of 0% increases and you can justify that when Yahoo reports that the average Canadian can hope to get 2.5% this and next year: https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html You Liberals behave like fascists, but we can't call you that because that's not allowed! Well! Guess what? It is and you are. Live with it! You keep on dreaming you are a genius! :) I am retired, getting soon a nice pension, and laughing at you from a beach somewhere! AHAHA! Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 2:14 PM What's with the name calling Peter? For someone claiming to be retired you really don't show the wisdom of age. For someone who talks about logic, you use logical fallacies like ad hominems a lot too. It's a fair point that the BC Liberals didn't get a majority of the vote (and I'm a very big supporter of electoral reform). The BC Liberals + Conservatives did though, and I don't think it's realistic to expect the BC Conservatives to have been more generous had they been part of government. Last time I checked I just voted. I didn't "victimize" anyone. Perhaps your rage is misplaced. If you think the election was "stolen" I'm afraid I have to question your grasp on reality though. "Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?" I'm glad you'll have a pleasant retirement Peter. I have no ill will towards you. I'm not sure why you think I do. I'm not saying people were *right* to vote BC Liberal. That's a matter of opinion. All I'm saying is people *did* vote BC Liberal. More voted BC Liberal than BC NDP for the last 5 elections in a row actually. You need to understand why that happened in order to change it for the next election. Clearly you're not interested in that though. Which is fair enough. Just remember next time you're upset about something the BC Liberals do that your lack of interest is part of why the BC Liberals get elected at all.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 3:23 PM I love your culture --or the lack of thereof! Guess what, stop thinking averybody is white and must follow your little rules. Namecalling? Sociopath? Whaaaat? And, what if you are? Still can't call you that? :) You fascist right-wingers are big on censorship! I just don't like you giving us lessons on how to get the NDP in. As stated, people are voting right of the NDP because it is a matter of demographics and a little ethnic vote buying on the side. The rest is mumbo jombo. Yes, of course, they will have to go on strike in the future and yes they will have to build a strike fund. The Liberals stole that from the BCTF too! And, you wonder why I don't have any respect for them? Yes, electoral reform is needed! We agree!Delete Reply JJ GeorgeSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:46 AM As a parent, I support the teachers and respect whether they choose to vote yes or no. However I noticed a discrepancy here from other information I've read regarding prep time for elementary teachers. Here it states minimal improvement to prep time - only 10 minutes per week being added. Elsewhere I read that it is 100 minutes per week for prep, increasing by an additional 10 minutes in the final year. That is a significant difference, and worth noting. Or have I completely misunderstood?ReplyDelete Replies Anne-MarieSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:59 AM Elementary teachers currently have 90 minutes of preparation time per week so an increase to 100 minutes per week is only gaining 10 minutes. In other provinces and some private schools they have as much as 45 minutes of prep time per day.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:56 PM Thank you for inquiring!Delete DW ZSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:57 PM You're right JJ George. There is a significant difference around the province regarding preparation times. In my district elementary teachers currently get 100 minutes of prep time. This new proposal is useless to me. I'll have to wait 6 years to gain an extra 10 minutes. Delete Reply UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:11 AM Almost nobody gets cost of living adjustments. Also inflation is NOT 2%. Do some research and look at the CPI for BC over the last 24 months. The average over the last 2 years is 0.7%, not 2%. The CPI changes every month so you cant just look at the highest month and declare that THE inflation rate. Check out the 12 month averages document for the actual numbers. http://www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/StatisticsBySubject/Economy/ConsumerPriceIndex.aspx All that being said I support the teachers. if you think this is a bad deal as a parent my dream would be for the teachers to vote no but continue bargaining because I do think the kids need to be in school and I do fear that the teachers will lose all support if the strike continues. All I ask as a parent is that you do your own research and try not to be swayed by all the opinions. ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:01 AM Inflation for August was 2.1% (http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/economy/cpi-report-expected-to-reveal-rise-in-canadas-core-inflation-rate/article20593943/). The CPI is a year-over-year calculation.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:43 AM Inflation should be looked at as a yearly average, not an individual month.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:34 PM The lawyers do not believe we have compromised our court deal. Our leadership would not have sold us out. We dodged a bullet. The Premier had something loaded even if we are not sure what it was. The idea that we could simply return to work is not guaranteed. I think a no vote could easily lead to the Liberals locking us out again because the Premier wants to crush us and she will use any excuse. She did not want to take the advice of her people and do this deal. I am certain a plan for drastic action (where we have to take the concessions they had planned) or worse - was in place. We can't guarantee the press will do any better job explaining the complexities should we say no. They rarely sided with us in markets outside of Vancouver where people are more political and they often misled or allowed others to mislead. They are not helping and would sensationalize. This would see dissolution of support very quickly - especially if we asked for wages. (Though admittedly it angers me that we can't ask for wages without being accused of being greedy when that is what most bargaining units do). But we have argued this is about kids and while this is not ideal - it is better to have teachers than not. The deal does suck in that it does not bring us to par - but this fight needs to be won with a strategy that is political and capacity will do that in another round. We have some support - but it is limited to the choir. We need to have the pews too. We need to build that capacity while working and continue to find allies because the fight is bigger than most people want to consider. This is about ideology and about privatization. Education always was political but never more so than now and we have to fight this party or the conservatives who would do the same or worse. No teacher who is responsible can ignore the politics any longer. That is simply the truth. If you work in the system you better get informed and you better be prepared to fight until retirement for the system. That said, I want to ask the same question others are asking: Why is this the job of 42,000 teachers and not the job of all citizens who want equality to fight for this right? It is time (while the conversation is still on-going and up to and including election night) for us to guide the public where we can but mainly play our part by not propping the system up. Make poverty known. Make noise about shortfalls, ask questions (in the media or in board offices ) about who is going to fix it instead of paying ourselves, volunteer some but wait for the pubic to step up so they see what schools lack. I hate the deal too. But I trust Vince Ready and Iker and I don't think we could have done better right now. I think we dodged a bullet because I have read everything this government has put out and followed the trail. They plan to privatize and they are just looking for the route. Voting YES for now does not mean we are giving up. It does not mean a win in the way we wanted but we have won a battle that will lead to us winning the war. If we don't rest up and stock up we might not get there.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:57 PM Well, if it is bigger than just this battle, then we will need ALL the unions to strike if they do indeed use drastic (draconian) measures. I say it is time for ALL of the unions to call a general strike. I guarantee that they will not like that one bit. What will they do then? Call the army? :) People in Europe, at the end of the 19th century stood up in mines. General strikes do occur in Europe and have. If you think you had it tough, think of them who stood tall for US in tougher times and conditions. Make sacrifices. Sell furniture. Tutor on the side. Ask for the BCTF money. Ask your banker to help. As friends and relatives. If we say NO, it won't last long. If they legislate us back, let's call a general province-wide strike of all unions. Delete Reply Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:47 AM Between CC's smug smile as she celebrates slaughtered teachers and Jim Iker's goofy grin - seemingly unaware that he has been a willing puppet, I am thoroughly disgusted. Over the next 5 years, teachers will be in an increasingly bad situation financially, classrooms will continue to be too large and complex with increasing medical, social and environmental issues impacting academic delivery. It could not be less obvious that things will continue to worsen. The Liberals have ensured that BC is rapidly becoming the Canadian Monaco for rich off shore interests and wealthy corporations. Soon the underpaid "workers" will have to be bussed in daily to Vancouver - Asian style. The only recourse is to move to just about any other province and bring in up to $100,000 more over the six years with much less cost of living. So we are bailing, encouraged by friends who have gotten positions in Manitoba and Alberta. My colleagues and I discovered through contacting several school boards across Canada that specialist (special needs and behavioural) and secondary science teachers are in particular demand. I want to work in a professional, respectful environment where the needs of all children are considered a priority and where I feel inspired to do my best. However, I want my vote to reflect the wishes of teachers who will be here over the next 6 (5) years, so very much appreciate your blog and opportunity to read the comments.ReplyDelete Bert SlaterSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:11 AM To vote YES will throw away 12 years of effort, and 2 victories in BC Supreme Court. To vote YES will be to snatch defeat from the jaws of victory. If you vote YES what bargaining power do you think you will have - the government will do nothing, and then what do you think you will do - take job action? PLEASE VOTE NO.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:59 PM Time to show you have a spine!Delete Reply RodSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:06 AM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Cool HandSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 AM Wouldn't a 'No' vote be a vote of no confidence in the BCTF itself?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:02 AM Not at all. It is just a message to the leadership we need to do better. The strength of the union is the members, and we support the leadership by giving them direction through democratic means.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:40 PM I disagree. How else can a recommendation by the EC to vote yes be interpreted? Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:00 PM I am sure people will interpret this both ways, but it is a vote. If it is supposed to be a "Yes", because it might be interpreted one way, then why bother having a vote?Delete Kate TSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:07 AM Yes , it would be. I don't think we could come out much better than this with this government. How will a No obtain that? Christy will be happy, she can declare the BCTF gone and roll out her plan to privatize. Delete Reply David DeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:06 AM A no vote would be a rejection of a the court victories defied by the government and an inadequate deal containing some vague promises that won't meet the needs of teachers or students on class size and other important issues.In Ontario elementary teachers get 200 minutes of prep time per 5 day cycle. I know there is financial hardship, but the union has received close to $2 million in donations from other unions; is there no way of accessing hardship funds? At minimum, vote no and return to work on work to rule with various strike options.ReplyDelete Erica JonesSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:25 AM This article actually makes me so mad. It is NOT better for the kids that they have missed almost all of june and all of september. This is what you signed up for in BC as a teacher. Get on board or GET OUT.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:20 PM Is this really what teachers signed up for? At my high school, each class has about 30 kids, with an average of 17 kids per classroom with an identified learning disability. Our district says that there should be no more than 4 kids per classroom.. How do you expect non-specialist teachers to help each student when over half of them require more resources because of a learning disability? Furthermore, are you generalizing the "better-ness" to all the kids in BC? Because I don't think that it would be better if kids went back considering the learning environment isn't up to par. There are barely any Education Assistants, and support teachers for the multitude of children who need them. While I recognize and appreciate your enthusiasm for education, please realize that the public school system isn't a daycare. Also, please think about your words and the learning environment prior to speaking out. By the way, we're not an autocracy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:08 PM I can understand your frustration! Understand mine! I almost died at 7:30 pm one night returning from teaching a FI split class with several students who did not get enough support or no support at all. The principal expressed to me that he expected me to teach 2 different social studies programs and 2 different science programs. ANYONE I talked to knows that this is impossible to do, especially in French Immersion when kids get no support at home and books are often too hard for students to read. I had to quit my job. I did it for me and did it for the kids. I was like a surgeon who is asked to operate on 5 patients with an old scalpel with 2 inexperienced nurses. Predictably, 4 patients would die and I would be reprimanded! Teachers are put in terrible conditions and kids too. I hope you have the openmind to consider the reality of this honest personal anecdote. I also wish you to understand that this is likely not an isolated incident. What will it take? A kid to commit suicide because he or she is not getitng enough support?Delete Reply hilarySeptember 17, 2014 at 10:29 AM It is incorrect to equate lost funding with what the teachers would have received in grievances. The two are not equivalent. The starting position of the BCTF was $225M, so they never expected $3B to resolve grievances. I'm also interested to know where you get your figures on overcrowded classrooms. A recent Globe and Mail article says that classrooms are, on average, smaller than the caps set in 2002.ReplyDelete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:36 AM The signing bonus should be roughly $2500 each: 105 million divided by 41 thousand.ReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:53 AM It is not that simple. The $105 million is to be allocated by the union. The term "signing bonus" has been crossed off on the signed document. Some of that money may be used to pay union debts. Don't know this but clarification would be useful.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:16 PM Just quoting from the CBC news website, "And finally there are details of $105-million fund to settle grievances stemming from the ongoing court case. The BCTF says that money will be given out as a signing bonus, with specific amount yet to be determined."Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:34 AM I think it would be smart to put at least part of it into your strike fund.Delete Reply WheelsSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:55 AM If the money is used as a signing bonus, it should be based on FTEReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:12 PM Yes I am sure it will be based on FTE. The question is how much of the $105 Million is actually distributed. This is up to the union, and I am told that it is yet to be decided.Delete GuruSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:44 PM And don't forget all the retired teachers who are entitled to a share of it.Delete Reply Geoff OrmeSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:18 PM In another discussion of this someone suggested that under BC Labour Law a no vote means rejection of the proposed deal, and that means the strike continues until either: - the union in question elects to stand down - another tentative deal is presented or - the government imposes a legislated contract. I think the last of these is the most likely, and I believe the legislated contract would be draconian and brutal. What do you think, Tara? Also, I would appreciate your thoughts on Sandy Garossino's comments at https://storify.com/Garossino/should-teachers-accept-the-contractReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:14 PM If this is so, in a few month (likely a couple of years), teachers will win so much more with a Supreme Court judgment! It is possible that the Liberals know that the higher courts are stacked by Liberal judges (that is what happen when judges are chosen, not elected). In any case, a negative settlement (or not a great judgment) will galvinize the public to reform the way the Supreme court judges are being chosen. I doubt that any govn't will want that to happen. A legislated contract will make the LIbs look like sociopaths and dictators.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:47 PM Peter I think you are expecting far too much from the public, many of whom are only paying attention to this matter due to kids being home from school. The public are not remotely this savvy on the political process.Delete Reply IslanderSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:09 PM I am a continuing education teacher. We have it even worse and we are not listened to enough about our poor conditions. Those include no prep time (and we do have to mark and do report cards many times a year sometimes and commonly for 30 students in a class), travelling to different schools with no compensation, and having next to no breaks in between 3 hour classes. I worked for two years with no lunch break and taught 6 hours straight (just 15 min. breaks) to be told, "don't complain since there are others who will do it". We then got 15 min. breaks in between classes. Most of our students are wealthy immigrants, many who try to stay in classes as long as possible since the classes are free. After spending a year in Germany, I realize how better organized it is where the immigrants pay to learn the language on a sliding scale, and have to pay for a student book as well for each class. We do not even have text books, but photocopy so much at tax payers' expense. This is not right. I then teach summer school since we were not on a 12 month continual salary and most of those students are also immigrants (at least 75%). This is also free and it is becoming so common and the new immigrants know this is free babysitting and tutoring. I think one main problem is that we have so many new immigrants in our classes who need ESL like this article states about our inclusion style of education nowadays: http://www.vancouversun.com/life/Shelley+Fralic+trouble+with+schools/10203596/story.html I am honored to be teaching and like my job, but it does get exhausting especially since I need two or three jobs to pay the mortgage that I now no longer have.. back to renting since it all I can afford in this city that has become so expensive. And many don't realize that it is very very difficult to get to full time work as a teacher here. There was a formula that made it take about 10 years to get to f/t (now finally changed). I have been without pay for 3 months, and now had to finally rent a place in anticipation of returning to work, so I have to vote "yes", but please keep the comments coming for what alternatives we have. Maybe we have to just educate the public in a better way than picketing; maybe get out and walk around malls and talk to people and hand out pamphlets on how this liberal government is hurting this. Most Asians (probably just the new who are from such a different system) are already against the teachers since they do not seem to understand what is going on. http://www.vancouversun.com/Business/asia-pacific/Chuck+Chiang+Many+Asian+families+place+blame/10202757/story.htmlReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:17 PM First of all, myn thoughts are with you! I think your ideas about using different strategies is smart. Picketing is not a very good strategy to let people know about things. I think using the membership to flood media comment sections would be more effective. Going to talk to the public might be a good idea along with this, I think. Phone the BCTF and ask for support.Delete Reply Marsha HolleySeptember 17, 2014 at 1:36 PM A teachers wife Vote no you have come to far to back down. It is a -----Y DEAL. ReplyDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:45 PM Ask yourself WHY teachers cannot get 1/2 of the average increase in salary of the private sector? (The Libs will tell you because there are sooooooo many teachers, but I also hear that there are provinces where there is a need for teachers!) TORONTO - A new study says that Canadians, on average, can expect about the same size salary increase next year as in 2014. Human resources consultants Pal Benefits says a survey of 401 organizations, mainly in Ontario, Alberta and British Columbia, projected salary increase for 2015 at an average of 2.79 per cent. That was almost unchanged from the 2.74 per cent average increase projected in last year's survey. Meanwhile, in addition to the average salary increase remaining relatively steady year over year, the survey found that the percentage of employers who plan to freeze salaries appears to have stabilized at eight per cent —in the same percentages as was projected in 2014. Breaking down the numbers further, the survey found the average salary increase anticipated in the engineering, financial services and high technology sectors was three per cent. That compared with an average of 2.5 per cent on the low end for organizations in durable manufacturing. https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.htmlReplyDelete "Mama Rose"September 17, 2014 at 9:12 PM I used to agree with you, Tara, and appreciate you bringing these items to your blog to get us all thinking. But after a very long night and day of research and discussion, I realize I will be voting yes tomorrow. Here is why: I don't care about salary or benefit increases. That is not why I went on strike. I don't care if this tentative deal is not good for teachers. That's not why I went on strike either. For me, the single most important issue is class size and composition. I want to work in a classroom where I have enough time and resources available to me to adequately help all the students I teach. And while it is true that this tentative deal will not change anything in the classrooms right now (or at least most of our classrooms), I realized that we couldn't actually make changes in that area because the issues of cs and c is before the courts. When I made that connection and realized that this round of bargaining was really about a "good enough" agreement regarding wages, then the deal seems, well... good enough. BUT, the best part, is the language the BCTF legal team made around the furture court decision (the re-opener). They have it in writing that if we win the court case (which is likely) and when we have to start bargaining class size and comp again (that is exactly what Justice Susan Griffin said we would have to do) we will be STARTING from the 2002 levels. To make this simple to understand, I explained it to my friends using a number line. With this new language, the BCTF starts the next round of bargaining at say a 50. The government will want us to go to 10 or 15, and we'll compromise and end up maybe 25. But WITHOUT that language, we would have started bargaining at a 10 and only gone down from there. So I do believe it is the best deal possible, it still factors in the biggest issue (from my perspective), we do not lose the important gains of the past, and most importantly, everyone gets to go back to school.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 PM Mam Rose, I appreciate your point of view and your courage. However, let me point out to you and the readers that a decision at the BC supreme court might not turn out the way teachers anticipate. We all know that judges are appointed and who does the appointing? "All justices of the BCSC (including the position of Chief Justice and Associate Chief Justice) are appointed by the federal cabinet, on recommendation of the Minister of Justice. Masters are appointed by the provincial cabinet, on recommendation of the Attorney General in consultation with the Chief Justice." (Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Supreme_Court_of_British_Columbia) Now, I would like to think that all of those people are objective, but they are appointed and we know that there are political appointments. They have a lot of discretion over the laws and judgments. I am willing to bet that the BC Liberals do know this and are betitng the farm (or do they know something we don't know) that the Supreme Courts are stacked against teachers? So, I am not sure if we can count on a WIN if we proceed with the court ruling. I think we would be better to negotiate and negotiate a better deal.Delete Reply retaSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:57 AM Yes...no...yes...no...The last two days have been this. I’ve read so many articles and comments over the past few months and, I can say, I have learned a lot. I know this is not a great deal for teachers right now. I will be voting yes. This is why… 1. The children. Without going into the multiple issues (e.g., grad, post secondary, trades, sports, global education/trips, planned activities, those with varying degrees of special needs, those that need a soft place to land, etc., etc.) the children need to get on with their education. 2. The parents. For many parents, this strike is a financial burden. We do not like to be called baby sitters, but for many living below the poverty line, school is a financial relief. Winter is coming; gas bills will be expensive. 3. Poverty. Remember, BC has the highest child poverty rate in Canada. Schools feed and clothe numerous children. 4. The other systems educators work collaboratively with. MFCD, CYMH, foster parents, group homes, and the multitude of non-profit agencies that support vulnerable children and families are bursting at the seams. We are a part of that team. 5. CUPE. While some have been paid during this strike, that money is coming from districts. It was not provided by the government. And, CUPE is a partner in education - from the bus drivers to the tech dept to custodians to secretaries to EAs and so on. 6. Small Businesses. In our little towns, the school district is the number one employer. There is a direct cause-effect relationship between loss of wage and loss of business. 7. Money. The amount of money that is needed to reverse the erosion of the public education system over numerous years cannot be recouped in one sitting. This agreement is a start. It’s not much but the stage has been set. 8. THE COURT CASE. That is why we were on strike. All the other stuff could have been resolved months ago, but our government was working hard to make the court case go away. Well, it still exists. I consider that the victory. We live to fight another day (as rhetorical as that sounds) AND I hope people actually read the ruling and think critically about how a loss could impact the future of the Charter of Rights, and the power of government to contravene those rights. I am guessing we will vote to ratify as so many fear “what’s next?” from this government. It’s nasty business, and I think legislation would be next. VALUING PUBLIC EDUCATION needs to come from a STRONG, CONSISTENT public voice. If we do ratify the agreement, and those in the profession and public think we've given up, we have not. We’ve been fighting for years. We just haven’t been heard… until now. ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:21 AM I understand your point of view, but sometimes you have to fight to get what you want. This is a VERY bad deal, considering: Other people get on average 2.5% salary increases last year and this year and the next and the rest of us get 1% and must feel happy if we do.? (https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html) THIS DEAL is a horrendously BAD deal for kids/parents as well, of course. We are going to continue to be humiliated and be the laughing stock of many people of this province. After a decade of paycuts, WOW, this is what they are willing to offer! WOW! WOW! WOW!Delete Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:30 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Reply Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:37 PM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:08 PM Let's cross our fingers! I think we need a general strike by all unions if CC legislates teachers back. It is time to put the foot down and tell her and the Liberals that, as in the movie Network,"I am mad as hell and I won't take it anymore!"Delete Reply Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 8:26 PM Needs help on some stats for an online debate Looking for the last 10 or 15 years of contractual salary increases in %. So, 1% for 2001, 0% for 2002,...ReplyDelete Children FirstSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:00 PM Well it's all done now. Really hope the teacher's can find another angle to deal with class size and composition as well as student funding. The government will make sure the coming court case never swings your way no matter what. 2nd most expensive place to live in the the world!!! Wonder why and where the money goes??? ReplyDelete AnonSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 PM I'm an outsider, but have followed closely this whole fiasco and this is a RAW deal. Your union hung you out to dry on this one - taking a really bad deal (clearly no one from the BCTF had rudimentary math skills in their toolbox) and then publicly encouraging to the media that teachers accept the deal....what choice did you have - a no vote would have outraged the public. I could go on and on, but the bottom line, in my opinion, is that your union better get some stronger leaders who are PR and technology savvy. Out with Iker and the rest of those who bargained on your behalf - they just got ......well , we know that happened. Whew, can't even believe how screwed you got, absolutely amazing - nothing meaningful gained in the big picture and only very minor gains for a small group of people, bigger losses for the majority.. Wow - I better stop now. Best of luck. Thanks for all you do for our children. ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ▼  September (9) Reflections on the BC Teacher Strike BC Teacher strike - Lessons learned Response to Sandy Garossino Will the Education Fund improve classroom conditio... Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Class composition: a human rights perspective Class size and composition - a short visual histor... Guest post - I WILL HOLD THE LINE Teachers - let your leadership know it is time to ... ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/AndreaWoo?lang=ko,Andrea Woo(@AndreaWoo) 님 | 트위터 트위터 검색어 트위터 검색하기 저장된 검색어 삭제 인증된 계정 @ 추천 사용자 인증된 계정 @ 인증된 계정 @ 언어: 한국어 繁體中文 日本語 简体中文 Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 이미 트위터에 가입하셨나요? 로그인 트위터에 처음이세요? 지금 가입하세요 » 로그인 전화, 이메일 또는 사용자 아이디 비밀번호 로그인 ID 저장 비밀번호 찾기 문자 메시지로 이미 트위터를 사용 중인가요? Andrea Woo 인증된 계정 @AndreaWoo 트윗 19,353 사진/동영상 2,242 팔로잉 1,538 팔로워 9,062 관심글 129   더 보기 관심글 리스트 @AndreaWoo 님 언뮤트하기 @AndreaWoo 뮤트 팔로우 팔로잉 언팔로우 차단됨 차단 해제 대기 중 취소 Andrea Woo인증된 계정 @AndreaWoo Multimedia reporter at the @globeandmail. Header photo = That Resonating Emotion by Don, a 2011 PHOTO 101 DTES photography workshop participant. Vancouver, B.C. AndreaWoo.com 가입일: 2009년 7월 사진 및 동영상 2,242개 트윗 트윗 트윗과 답글 Andrea Woo @AndreaWoo  ·  3시간 3시간전 RT @ErinAnderssen: So one of world's most powerful women is in Ottawa and first Q is about being a grandmother? @HillaryClinton #Canada2020 답글하기 답글 0개 리트윗 리트윗함 리트윗 0개 관심글 담기 관심글 관심글 0개 더 보기 트윗 담아가기 Andrea Woo @AndreaWoo  ·  4시간 3시간전 Oppenheimer camper Scott Bonnyman: city's offer of mats on floor not enuf. Hearing underway: http://bit.ly/1Elh7Am  pic.twitter.com/Rn7VzAIM2v 사진과 동영상 더 보기 답글하기 답글 0개 리트윗 리트윗함 리트윗 2개 2 관심글 담기 관심글 관심글 0개 더 보기 트윗 담아가기 Andrea Woo @AndreaWoo  ·  8시간 8시간전 Postmedia buys Quebecor’s English-language papers (including Sun chain/24 Hours dailies) for $316-million: http://fw.to/ku2jknD  요약 보기 답글하기 답글 0개 리트윗 리트윗함 리트윗 1개 1 관심글 담기 관심글 관심글 0개 더 보기 트윗 담아가기 Andrea Woo 님이 리트윗했습니다. Sunny Dhillon @TheSunnyDhillon  ·  18시간 17시간전 This is quite the lede from @moore_oliver http://fw.to/kgFCIXd  #TOpoli pic.twitter.com/6hD8q1v1Fw 사진과 동영상 더 보기 답글하기 답글 0개 리트윗 리트윗함 리트윗 5개 5 관심글 담기 관심글 관심글 2개 2 더 보기 트윗 담아가기 Andrea Woo @AndreaWoo  ·  18시간 17시간전 Bold MT @Garossino: @AndreaWoo 300,000 Cdns in HK means we'll feel impact. Shd call for Cda to support spirit of original handover agreement 답글하기 답글 0개 리트윗 리트윗함 리트윗 0개 관심글 담기 관심글 관심글 0개 더 보기 트윗 담아가기 Andrea Woo @AndreaWoo  ·  18시간 17시간전 . @davegrapes @VanOlympics But you can be informed, and have an informed opinion, as regular citizen. Not a laborious task. 대화 보기 답글하기 답글 0개 리트윗 리트윗함 리트윗 0개 관심글 담기 관심글 관심글 0개 더 보기 트윗 담아가기 Andrea Woo @AndreaWoo  ·  18시간 18시간전 . @VanOlympics Agree to disagree. I don't think it's asking a lot to hope your mayor, or prospective mayor, is up on major int'l issues 대화 보기 답글하기 답글 0개 리트윗 리트윗함 리트윗 0개 관심글 담기 관심글 관심글 5개 5 더 보기 트윗 담아가기 Andrea Woo @AndreaWoo  ·  18시간 18시간전 Would hope so MT @VanOlympics: @AndreaWoo But what would you expect Mayoral candidate to know? Do you think they have studied issues of HK? 답글하기 답글 0개 리트윗 리트윗함 리트윗 1개 1 관심글 담기 관심글 관심글 0개 더 보기 트윗 담아가기 Andrea Woo @AndreaWoo  ·  18시간 18시간전 . @VanOlympics Was not a random, controversy-baiting Q. HK-Vancouver diaspora alone shows link between cities. Legit question to ask of mayor 대화 보기 답글하기 답글 0개 리트윗 리트윗함 리트윗 0개 관심글 담기 관심글 관심글 6개 6 더 보기 트윗 담아가기 Andrea Woo @AndreaWoo  ·  18시간 18시간전 . @VanOlympics There is a difference, though, between mandate and taking a moral stand 대화 보기 답글하기 답글 0개 리트윗 리트윗함 리트윗 1개 1 관심글 담기 관심글 관심글 1개 1 더 보기 트윗 담아가기 Andrea Woo @AndreaWoo  ·  18시간 18시간전 But they do when advantageous RT @VanOlympics: @AndreaWoo Mayoral Candidates should not be commenting on international issues. 대화 보기 답글하기 답글 0개 리트윗 리트윗함 리트윗 1개 1 관심글 담기 관심글 관심글 2개 2 더 보기 트윗 담아가기 Andrea Woo @AndreaWoo  ·  19시간 18시간전 I asked Gregor Robertson, Kirk LaPointe & Meena Wong to talk to me about #HongKong protest. Only 1 would: http://fw.to/YkKPgaT  #Vancouver 요약 보기 답글하기 답글 0개 리트윗 리트윗함 리트윗 6개 6 관심글 담기 관심글 관심글 8개 8 더 보기 트윗 담아가기 Andrea Woo @AndreaWoo  ·  19시간 18시간전 #Vancouver residents at Chinese consulate standing w/ #HongKong protesters, via @atangledvine: pic.twitter.com/M44q4AdsxU #occupycentral 사진과 동영상 더 보기 답글하기 답글 0개 리트윗 리트윗함 리트윗 7개 7 관심글 담기 관심글 관심글 2개 2 더 보기 트윗 담아가기 Andrea Woo @AndreaWoo  ·  10월 5일 Couple friends just got back from a 20,000 (!) km bike trip around the world. Their blog here: http://2lovecycling.com/  pic.twitter.com/B2xW8f1u8E 사진과 동영상 더 보기 답글하기 답글 0개 리트윗 리트윗함 리트윗 1개 1 관심글 담기 관심글 관심글 5개 5 더 보기 트윗 담아가기 Andrea Woo 님이 리트윗했습니다. travis lupick @tlupick  ·  10월 4일 #VanPoli candidates on #HongKong. @kirklapointe: no comment. @MayorGregor: No real comment. @meenawong1: lots to say: http://bit.ly/1oIa22X  요약 보기 답글하기 답글 0개 리트윗 리트윗함 리트윗 19개 19 관심글 담기 관심글 관심글 7개 7 더 보기 트윗 담아가기 Andrea Woo 님이 리트윗했습니다. Calvin @calvye  ·  10월 5일 @AndreaWoo what I saw at Admiralty. pic.twitter.com/YuaoecLe0p 사진과 동영상 더 보기 답글하기 답글 0개 리트윗 리트윗함 리트윗 2개 2 관심글 담기 관심글 관심글 2개 2 더 보기 트윗 담아가기 Andrea Woo @AndreaWoo  ·  10월 4일 Further to last tweet: Here are Christy Clark's cautious remarks on #HongKong protests: http://fw.to/IuDMax  요약 보기 답글하기 답글 0개 리트윗 리트윗함 리트윗 1개 1 관심글 담기 관심글 관심글 0개 더 보기 트윗 담아가기 Andrea Woo @AndreaWoo  ·  10월 4일 Interesting to see which politicians will/won't comment on #HongKong protests #Vancouver: http://fw.to/YkKPgaT  Cda: http://fw.to/AKtP9IV  요약 보기 답글하기 답글 0개 리트윗 리트윗함 리트윗 5개 5 관심글 담기 관심글 관심글 3개 3 더 보기 트윗 담아가기 Andrea Woo @AndreaWoo  ·  10월 3일 Protesters vs. angry locals. Things getting ugly in #HongKong. http://huff.to/10pWGTs  pic.twitter.com/ud9ZaWxcBj 사진과 동영상 더 보기 답글하기 답글 0개 리트윗 리트윗함 리트윗 2개 2 관심글 담기 관심글 관심글 1개 1 더 보기 트윗 담아가기 Andrea Woo 님이 리트윗했습니다. Nathan VanderKlippe @nvanderklippe  ·  10월 3일 Emptied Occupy site. Police officer told me: "I want to cry. Only 10 people. And all this crowd against them." pic.twitter.com/xCuZs7XgFf 사진과 동영상 더 보기 답글하기 답글 0개 리트윗 리트윗함 리트윗 76개 76 관심글 담기 관심글 관심글 16개 16 더 보기 트윗 담아가기 트위터에 트래픽이 과열되었거나 일시적인 문제가 발생하였습니다. 다시 시도 자세한 내용은 트위터 시스템 현황을 참고하세요. 닫기 Andrea Woo 님이 팔로우함 Andrea Woo 님의 최신 소식을 놓치지 마세요 Vancouver, B.C. · 변경하기 © 2014 Twitter 회사소개 고객지원 광고 정보 닫기 실시간 트렌드 나만을 위한 트렌드 관심 분야 트렌드를 손쉽게 파악할 수 있습니다. 나의 위치정보와 팔로우 목록을 바탕으로 한 맞춤형 트렌드를 경험해보세요. 변경하기 맞춤형 트렌드 유지하기 전 세계 트렌드 보기 완료 숨기기 닫기 이전 다음 닫기 프로필 보기 저장된 검색어 삭제 인증된 계정 @ 추천 사용자 인증된 계정 @ 인증된 계정 @ 닫기 팔로워들에게 리트윗할까요? 취소 리트윗 닫기 정말 이 트윗을 삭제하시겠습니까? 취소 지우기 닫기 차단하기 취소 차단하기 트윗에 위치 정보 포함하기 트윗에 포함된 위치정보는 트위터에 저장됩니다. 트윗을 보낼 때마다 위치정보 활성화 여부를 선택할 수 있으며, 언제든지 위치 기록을 삭제할 수 있습니다. 자세히 보기 위치 기능 켜기 나중에 위치정보 끄기 닫기 프로필 요약 닫기 내 리스트 닫기 리스트 만들기 리스트 이름 설명 100자 미만, 선택 입력사항 프라이버시 공개 · 이 리스트는 누구나 팔로우할 수 있습니다 비공개 · 이 리스트는 나만 볼 수 있습니다 리스트 저장 닫기 닫기 트윗 담아가기 아래 코드를 복사해서 원하시는 웹사이트에 트윗을 담아가세요. 자세한 사항은 트윗 담아가기 도움말에서 확인하실 수 있습니다. 서버에 접속하는 도중 문제가 발생했습니다. 다시 시도해주세요 기존 트윗 포함하기 미디어를 포함 미리보기 닫기 트위터 가입하기 아직 트위터 아이디가 없나요? 지금 가입해서, 친구나 관심분야에 일어나는 일들을 실시간으로 업데이트 받으세요. 이미 트위터에 가입하셨나요? 로그인 » 닫기 트위터 SMS 번호: 국가 국가 코드 For customers of 미국 40404 (모두) 캐나다 21212 (모두) 영국 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 브라질 40404 Nextel, TIM 아이티 40404 Digicel, Voila 아일랜드 51210 Vodafone, O2 인도 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance 인도네시아 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata 이탈리아 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » 다른 국가의 단축번호 보기 닫기 확인)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/PEA-Newsletter.aspx?id=20272,BCTF > PEA Newsletter #3, December 10, 2009  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development PEA newsletter archives 2013-14  2012-13  2011-12    2010-11  2009-10    Home > Publications > Newsletters and Alerts > Public Ed. Advocates Newsletter > 2009-10 Archives Public Education Advocates Newsletter December 10, 2009, Issue #3 Foundation Skills Assessment takes place January 18 to February 26 The BCTF is encouraging parents to withdraw their child from the Grade 4 and 7 FSA tests.  Parents can access the withdrawal letter by going to bctf.ca/uploadedFiles/Public/Parents/HotTopics/2009FSA-withdrawal.pdf. An estimated $70 million has been wasted on the FSA program over the past decade that has produced student data with little relevance to improving instruction or curriculum.  Instead, the FSA data has been accessed and misused by the Fraser Institute to provide school rankings.  This continues to be a destructive consequence of the misuse of standardized test results. The BCTF is announcing there is a better way: bctf.ca/uploadedFiles/Public/Publications/Briefs/ StandardizedTestingBrief2009.pdf. Education partners need to be part of a discussion on meaningful and appropriate assessment.   Call on the BC Ministry of Education to support a moratorium on all standardized testing. Establish a testing and assessment task force to make recommendations to the government. BCTF submission to the Select Standing Committee on Finance and Government Services The BCTF clearly outlined recommendations that included real funding increases, maintaining stable funding to fund new initiatives, and adopting a plan to eliminate child poverty:  bctf.ca/uploadedFiles/Public/Publications/Briefs/ 2010BudgetConsultationBrief.pdf. BCTF at the BC Federation of Labour convention A BCTF resolution was successful in calling upon the BC Federation of Labour to: demand the government restore funding in education to meet the needs of all students. demand the government amend legislation to allow full-scope collective bargaining on the issue of class size and composition. support parents in withdrawing their children from participating in the FSA. A further resolution supported by the BCTF and adopted by the assembly called for the restoration of public services through full funding and the establishment of full-scope collective bargaining rights for all public service workers. Teachers still dealing with large classes Despite the Dorsey decision on class size and composition, teachers are still dealing with large classes of 30, and students with individual education plans.  Organization of class reports filed as required under section 76.3 of the School Act, indicate at least 10,000 classes have 3 or more students with IEPs and some 3,000 classes have more than 30 students.  The BCTF filed a provincial grievance for 2009–10 with allegation of class-size and composition violations. More...  Email Facebook Twitter Friend of public education? Join our e-mail list to read about the issues and get involved. About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=16790,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2008 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 2, October 2008  The 600-pound gorilla By Joanna Larson As another school year begins, we as teachers will continue our attempts to encourage, enthuse, and inspire our students amidst a current political culture aimed at deconstructing public education in favour of privatization. A lack of appropriate funding, Bill 33, school closures, and Foundation Skills Assessment tests are all key components in this plan for privatizing our schools. As advocates for public education, we must be continually vigilant not to see them as separate issues, but as parts of the same political agenda. Public education is one of the last venues where it doesn’t matter who you are, or what your background is. When you walk through that door you will be entitled to the same opportunity as everyone else there with you. This is precisely what is at stake if we lose the battle to save public education in our province: equal opportunity for all—a value we can all share. Last year, the report on child poverty put out by Campaign 2000 showed that one in five children in BC lives in poverty. The same month, Shirley Bond and the Ministry of Education claimed that the results of the FSA in our province showed that one in five children struggle to read. Is it possible these children are one and the same? Consider the example of Roosevelt Park Elementary School in Prince Rupert. On December 5, 2006, CBC aired Mark Kelley’s Seven. This particular episode followed Mark as he played teacher at Roosevelt Park,”British Columbia’s lowest-ranked school.” Thanks to poor scores on the Foundation Skills Assessment, Roosevelt had the dubious honour of placing last in the Fraser Institute's annual school rankings the previous year. After airing, the show became extremely controversial in Prince Rupert. Over 90% of Roosevelt’s students are Aboriginal, and many felt the program unfairly portrayed the school’s problems as a First Nations issue. It happens that 50% of Prince Rupert students are of Aboriginal ancestry, and by no means do they all attend Roosevelt Park. A more accurate explanation for the problems facing students at Roosevelt is what Professor David Berliner describes as the 600-pound gorilla in the classroom—poverty. UBC’s Dr. Clyde Hertzman’s research, through the HELP (Human Early Learning Partnership) project, identifies the neighbourhood around Roosevelt as one of the most vulnerable neighborhoods in the province. Coming from families struggling with unemployment and poverty, many children in this community do not enter school with the skills to succeed academically. Teachers struggle to teach five-year-olds who often have language and social skills closer to those of two- and three-year-olds. It makes no sense to compare these students to those attending elite private institutions unless your intent is to demean and demoralize the students and teachers at Roosevelt and other schools in low socio-economic neighbourhoods. Unfortunately, this is precisely what takes place each year as Minister Shirley Bond releases the results of the FSAs to the Fraser Institute so that they can publish their annual school rankings. Schools such as St. George’s, a private school in Vancouver, where according to their website “admission is highly selective and students are expected to meet rigorous entrance standards” consistently rank in first place. The tuition at St. George’s is over $14,000 a year. Comparing this school to Roosevelt is, as teacher and author Mary-Ellen Lang points out, like comparing an NHL hockey team with the local men’s pick-up team. I do not imagine a ranking such as this would improve their game either. Minister Bond claims the tests are critical for parents and teachers, but critical for what, other than the FI rankings? Roosevelt never received extra funding or support for coming in last. They did watch a number of students leave their school, or new students in the community apply for cross-boundary applications to other schools based on a reputation already struggling even before what many believe was an unfair portrayal on Seven. In fact, classes are larger this fall and some have as many as seven and eight students with special needs. Overcoming the challenge of having been labelled the “worst school in BC” is a struggle for those at Roosevelt. Families with the resources to go elsewhere have, classes have increased in size with more students with special needs, financial resources to provide support have dwindled, and programs have been cut. Roosevelt has the highest staff-turnover rate in the district. Moving up a few spots in the latest rankings, Roosevelt is now considered “one of the worst” schools in BC. It is all but impossible to shed the worst label in its entirety when each year the FI rankings are published to remind everyone it is at or near the bottom. School’s such as St. George’s proudly publish their ranking results on their website, at the expense of schools like Roosevelt which is in far worse shape today than before the introduction of the FSAs. Joanna Larson teaches at Seal Cove Elementary School, Prince Rupert. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=20586,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > March 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 5, March 2010  Anticipating full-day Kindergarten By Karen Bernath There has been a lot of discussion and debate about the concept of full-day Kindergarten since the government first started discussing the concept. Change can be very stressful and changing the Kindergarten students’ day to full time is a huge pedagogical shift from the way the Kindergarten program has been delivered over the course of my 21 years as a teacher in British Columbia. Many questions have been raised by teachers, parents and politicians alike—do four- and five-year-olds have the stamina for a full day at school? Will there be nap time? Will Kindergarten become a mini-Grade 1? Are we, as a society, placing too much emphasis on academic achievement? The government has made it clear that full-day Kindergarten IS happening—partial implementation for September 2010 and full implementation across the province for September 2011. There comes a time in the debate when we need to focus on moving forward as Reinhold Niebuhr said “God, grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change, the courage to change the things I can, and the wisdom to know the difference.” The public debate and discussion around full-day Kindergarten has caused me, as a Kindergarten teacher, to examine my practice and reflect upon what I truly believe about the Kindergarten program. Many early primary teachers in my local have moved away from teaching Kindergarten in the last five years because of the workload issues associated with teaching Kindergarten in today’s world of high-stakes testing and accountability. I disagree with the screening of Kindergarten students before they have a chance to become familiar with the routines that will help guide them toward security in their learning environment. Being a Kindergarten teacher means doing double screeners in my district—one set for your morning class and one set for your afternoon class. Teaching K means double the report cards and double the parent teacher interviews—maybe one class of students for the full day wouldn’t be such a bad thing? The government has stated that the Kindergarten curriculum will not be doubled with the additional instructional time. Perhaps there will be an opportunity to move back to a true “play-based” program where children are allowed to learn in an experiential way. I have dusted off my Primary Program binder and started reminding myself of the way that I learned to teach primary back in the “Year 2000” with themes and centres and field trips and cooking. I have heard that the Provincial Primary Teachers’ Association is working on workshops to revive the Primary Program. Suddenly as a Kindergarten teacher, I’m excited about the possibilities—thinking maybe this change will be okay for our Kindergarten students. It is my professional responsibility to ensure that the proposed changes bring about positive benefits for the profession and the learning environment of my students, always striving for a program that is play-based, experiential, and values the developmental needs of the students in my classroom. One of my favourite quotes by Mary Englebreit comes to mind: “If you have knowledge, let others light their candles by it.” As a Kindergarten teacher who has had the opportunity to teach full-day, every-day Kindergarten to a group of ESL, students with special needs, and First Nations students in the past, I will be helping my colleagues acquire the knowledge that they are seeking to ensure that this change is in the best interest of our Kindergarten students. Watch for workshops sponsored by the Primary Teachers’ Association and the BCTF in your local. I have decided that rather than stress about the change, I’m going to embrace it and use the additional time to make my Kindergarten program a good place for four- and five-year-old children to learn. In the words of Alan Cohen, “It takes a lot of courage to release the familiar and seemingly secure, to embrace the new. But there is no real security in what is no longer meaningful. There is more security in the adventurous and exciting, for in movement there is life, and in change there is power.” Karen Bernath teaches at Bankhead Elementary School, Kelowna, and is a member of BCTF Professional Issues Advisory Committee. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141007,chowhound.chow.com,http://chowhound.chow.com/topics/537790,Sushi Pizza- California specialty?! - General Topics - Chowhound Connect with us: Entire Site Entire Site This Board CHOW New Post Log In Sign Up Articles Recipes Main Dishes Dessert Drink Breakfast Soup / Salad / Sandwich Pasta Bread Holidays Videos View All Recipes Community Home Cooking Cookware Manhattan San Francisco Bay Area Los Angeles Area Philadelphia Greater Boston Area Washington DC & Baltimore Ontario (inc. Toronto) View All Boards HOME > Chowhound > General Topics > Discussion Sushi Pizza- California specialty?! d downpressor Jul 11, 2008 12:32 PM 41 Follow Hi California Chowhounds: I am an ambassador from the Ontario chowhound board where we had a question maybe you guys can answer. We were discussing whether Sushi Pizza was a delicassy native to Toronto sushi restaurants. Someone made the claim that it had originated in California. See the link here: http://www.chowhound.com/topics/52267... Is anybody in a position to verify whether this is true or not? In case there is any confusion this is what Toronto sushi pizza is as described by someone on the link above: It's a round rice patty, maybe 4-5" in diameter, deep fried (so that it gets nice and crispy/chewy and golden-brown on the outside), and topped with mayo, fish (usually salmon, but somtimes tuna and/or crab), and roe. Anyone have that? If so, is it a standard on sushi menus? Reply 0   Click to Upload a photo (10 MB limit) Delete Add a Photo Posting Guidelines | FAQs | Feedback Cancel 41 Replies (Latest Jul 15, 2008 by jfood) jpancake Jul 11, 2008 01:10 PM I've never seen it in a San Francisco sushi restaurant, thank god. Reply 0 a anzu Jul 11, 2008 03:47 PM Ditto. I've never heard of it, either in sushi restos here or in Japan. Reply 0 wolfe Jul 11, 2008 04:24 PM Well you got an answer on the LA Board as would be expected for something that "original". # 25 0n the menu with a picture. http://www.tokyotable.com/pdfs/TokyoT... 2 Replies Reply 0 re: wolfe j jerry i h Jul 11, 2008 07:54 PM Umm...that does not seem quite it. The burnt rice disk in the picture on the menu is barely 1inch in diameter. The OP describes a HUGE 5 inch thing drowning in mayo and with tuna on top. Here in the SF/Bay Area, there are also places that will deep fry a roll in tempura batter, slice and serve, but this also does not seem to be correct. I can only answer one question definitively: it certainly is NOT standard on sushi menus. I have lived here for more than 2 decades and eaten my share of sushi, but have never heard of, much seen on menus or eaten, what the OP describes. I cannot answer for the interior valley or LA, both of which have substantial Japanese populations. Course, this does not mean it could not have been 'invented' by a sushi place that is obscure or defunct. WAIT: bay area residents, before you gag in horror. There is a traditional Japanese treat known as 'koge', do a search on this term and you will get several threads that discuss it in detail. It is the brown, burnt layer of rice on the bottom of rice pots or electric rice cookers. Traditionally, children fight over the right to enjoy this treat. I have enjoyed it more than once, along with green tea or sake, but never in a restaurant, and certainly NEVER with mayo or fish, either raw or cooked. Question to the Toronto board where this is standard fare: is the rice disk light and crispy, as in dipped in tempera batter and lightly fried, or is it the traditional 'koge', that is dark brown and chewy?? I would like to enjoy it if it is the latter next time I visit your city. Reply 0 re: jerry i h d downpressor Jul 14, 2008 07:33 AM it is not drowning in mayo by any means. the mayo is more to keep the sushi on the fried rice patty and to add a bit of spice. it's probably closer to the former of your two options. Crisp on the outisde but still rice inside...think a piece of ngiri, but with the rice having a thin fried shell. but it is really delicious. also, on further thought, most places don't serve the 5 inch in diameter varity...closer to 2 or 3 inches in diameter, cut into 6 or so bite size "slices" about the size of ap iece of maki. I have determined that sushi pizza is a signature toronto dish, and would invote anybody to go to toronto and try it. they have great (and affordable) traditional sushi in TO as well, but sushi pizza is worth trying. Reply 0 h Humbucker Jul 11, 2008 08:00 PM I live in the bay area but I'm in Toronto right now. Sushi pizza is everywhere, but it's something I've never seen back home. Reply 0 s soupkitten Jul 11, 2008 08:19 PM sorry to lurk, and then pop out. . . but could we see a picture of this sushi pizza-- the signature toronto variety??? i never saw it when i was there, 5-6 years ago. then again even if i did see it-- would i even have known what it was? enquiring hounds want to know: what does sushi pizza look like? give us a pic! 3 Replies Reply 0 re: soupkitten h Humbucker Jul 11, 2008 09:17 PM Sushi pizza pictures: http://flickr.com/search/?q=sushi+pizza Reply 0 re: Humbucker s soupkitten Jul 14, 2008 09:58 AM wow thanks for the pics. very interesting. :) Reply 0 re: soupkitten d dolores Jul 14, 2008 10:15 AM Brian Romero especially! Some of the presentations don't look half bad. Reply 0 a anzu Jul 11, 2008 09:11 PM Do you mean something like this? http://fiveprime.org/hivemind/Tags/ya... That's yakionigiri, and that may be served with uni (though usually not with raw fish) or ikura. 7 Replies Reply 0 re: anzu j jerry i h Jul 11, 2008 10:04 PM 1) thanks a bunch for posting pics, since, truthfully, I have not the slightest idea what the OP was talking about. 2) I always like learning new things 3) it is not traditional japanese fare, nor is it common or even existent in SF/Bay area sushi restaurants that I have ever been at (to tell the truth: I probably know more than I let on, since I have served more than once as an emergency fill-in sushi chef, though I have no more training than from being an apprentice fish monger). 4) Yuck. Reply 0 re: jerry i h h Humbucker Jul 11, 2008 10:10 PM It's not really gross. Certainly inauthentic, but the taste isn't too far off from yakionigiri. Reply 0 re: anzu Sam Fujisaka Jul 13, 2008 12:22 PM Those are scorched and mutilated musubi--might be good, combining musubi and koge! Reply 0 re: Sam Fujisaka a anzu Jul 14, 2008 09:25 AM Actually, yakionigiri are delicious! The one that I had with uni was really good! However, I prefer it grilled or pan-fried as opposed to this frying business, which is what this sushi pizza seems to be about. I have to admit, the Toronto pizza version sounds weird, but not too far off from yakionigiri (if they got rid of the mayo and pan-fried or grilled rather than fried it, I think I'd like it), and to be honest, not so far off from some of the weirdo izakaya dishes we have in the Bay Area, which seem popular. There is this one place, Gochi, that serves some kind of weird fusion pizza. It's fried potato, w/ cheese and pizza toppings. We ordered it, b/c the server said that it was one of the most popular dishes. I found it greasy, heavy, and utterly inedible, but apparently, it is a hit item. The sushi pizza doesn't sound too different from this fried potato pizza that people love. Reply 0 re: anzu d dolores Jul 14, 2008 09:51 AM Having tried potatoes and pasta, which I liked, I could see myself eating a fried potato pizza. However, I would have them hold the sauce and put ketchup on it instead. Reply 0 re: anzu j jerry i h Jul 14, 2008 05:10 PM The idea of 'koge' topped with bits of seafood, raw or cooked, is perfectly OK. What grossed me out was the MAYO. Ewww... Reply 0 re: jerry i h Sam Fujisaka Jul 14, 2008 05:31 PM Exactly. I'm going to turn the outsides of some musubi into koge and eat with cooked fish. Mayo will not be anywhere nearby! Ever! Reply 0 s sugartoof Jul 12, 2008 01:52 AM San Francisco has it's share of strange novelty rolls, but no Sushi Pizza. Something tells me we can blame Hawaii instead! Actually I do think I've had something similar served as an appetizer somewhere, but it had another name entirely and was sized closer to a crab cake. Reply 0 drmimi Jul 12, 2008 06:08 AM Thankfully I have not seen it in Northern or Central California.... That is just wrong so wrong:) 1 Reply Reply 0 re: drmimi chef chicklet Jul 13, 2008 04:17 PM Me neither, tri valley or central... never. And if I did, I'd never order it. Reply 0 K K Jul 12, 2008 08:00 AM It has also been debated elsewhere whether this sushi pizza thing is a Korean run Japanese restaurant invention. Definitely not common and in most places unheard of in SF Bay Korean run sushi restaurants, although I hope this thread won't generate any interest at all by business owners... The closest "fusion" pizza I remember being discussed is Gochi Fusion Japanese Tapas in Cupertino. Can't recall if it was maguro pizza or uni pizza. But I never heard any comments along the lines of eeeeew gross. Humbucker's got the right idea, hit up flickr and you will see at least one shot of Gochi's verison when you view pics of "sushi pizza". Reply 0 Robert Lauriston Jul 12, 2008 08:36 AM Two 1999 alt.food.sushi posts suggest it was invented in Canada: "I had my first "sushi pizza" in Montreal around 1992, by the way, in a restaurant on Edouard-Montpetit called Atami. The sushi chef, a Japanese woman, told us it was her own invention. It was raw fish with mayonnaise and tobiko on a *cooked*, thin, rice crust like the one on MOS Burger's rice burgers. ... they were quite small, about 6" in diameter ..." "More and more places in Toronto are serving sushi pizza now. Mostly a rice patty that's been deep fried, then fish on top. Also have had it where the rice is toasted instead of fried. I'm wondering where/when was this invented?" The only earlier post I find regarding "sushi pizza" in a restaurant is from a 1996 "Best Japanese Restaurants in LA" thread on la.eats. It regards a place called Zipangu or Zipango that was no longer serving it at that time, and doesn't include a description. Reply 0 Atomica Jul 12, 2008 01:28 PM Lots of "yuk" comments. I think it sounds delicious. The crisp rice reminds me of one of my favorites, bi bim bap, and topped with a little of the right mayo and raw fish? I wouldn't kick it out of bed. Reply 0 t tex.s.toast Jul 12, 2008 02:17 PM I participated in the original thread which spawned the question, and ill concur with everyone here that as a native san franciscan I dont think ive ever seen sushi pizza on a menu in san francisco. i did have the pleasure of trying it last week in toronto and can say that the rendition i tried was pretty tasty, if not the first thing id go running for, necessarily. it was just a hamburger-bun-top sized patty of rice panko'd and deep fried, topped with slices of avocado and salmon with a mayo based sauce between the cake and the fish/avo. it was remarkably similar, conceptually, to the crispy rice with spicy tuna that seems to be on every sushi menu of a certain type of trendy sushi place in la - i had some at katsuya in the valley and it was very similar, if easier to eat because it was presented as six sushi-sized bites instead of an awkward round. perhaps if sushi pizza is califonian it just comes from further south? 2 Replies Reply 0 re: tex.s.toast Robert Lauriston Jul 12, 2008 06:38 PM Where's the original thread? The description reminds me of some of the gross junk food young Koreans order at soju bangs, like spam and hot dog jungol. Reply 0 re: Robert Lauriston t tex.s.toast Jul 12, 2008 09:15 PM http://www.chowhound.com/topics/522673 downpressors original query is about 3/4ths of the way down the thread, and it was a user named cowhound who originally made the (uncited or qualified) claim that sushi pizza is of californian origins. it really wasnt as gross as anything involving spam. though im still totally unsure of why anyone made the first one (or, for that matter, if they made the first one why they thought to continue making them is somewhat unclear) Reply 0 g gordeaux Jul 12, 2008 06:26 PM might not be here nor there, but Lester Holt and the Anchorlady of the day were eating this on the today show this am. From a place in NY. it was raw tuna on a disc of some sort that was 5-6 in. in diameter. Looked like spots of tobiko on it, and mayo. 8 Replies Reply 0 re: gordeaux d dolores Jul 13, 2008 01:15 PM Wow, that sounds disgusting. Isn't it more like a raw fish salad pizza, since sushi doesn't have mayo? But heck, never say never, I'd give it a try at least once. Reply 0 re: dolores Atomica Jul 13, 2008 05:26 PM Plenty of sushi rolls include mayo--not in purist places or the ones that I ever order, but I've seen it plenty of times on menus. Reply 0 re: Atomica wolfe Jul 13, 2008 06:04 PM According to Kewpie history the company introduced mayonnaise into Japan in 1925. More than long enough ago to corrupt a low fat diet. Reply 0 re: wolfe q queencru Jul 13, 2008 08:03 PM Japanese people are incredibly enthusiastic about mayo- especially on sushi rolls. I can't say I ever ate any rolls the two years I lived there because they almost always had mayo and I loathe mayo. Let's not even get into mayo on pizza and salads, on okonomiyaki, mayo flavored potato chips, or lovely, huge prawns with mayo as a sauce. Reply 0 re: queencru Sam Fujisaka Jul 13, 2008 08:05 PM I'm not. Reply 0 re: queencru h Humbucker Jul 13, 2008 08:15 PM In Japan, there's a restaurant where every item on the menu has mayo in it: http://www.foodmall.org/entry/an-all-... The article above also says that "Japanese consumed 1.65 kg of mayonnaise per person" in 2006. That's a lot of mayo! Reply 0 re: queencru d dolores Jul 14, 2008 08:04 AM Thanks, queencru. I had no idea! Reply 0 re: queencru Silverjay Jul 14, 2008 11:57 AM Mayonnaise does seem to enthrall most Japanese, but it is rarely served in sushi places and most rolls do not contain mayo. There are a few gunkan maki items that may use mayo, but they are not served at finer sushi places. See here for standard rolls in Japan- http://www.chowhound.com/topics/512998 For many years now, I've read in American publications about how Americanized sushi- i.e. mayo-maki-thinga-mabobs- are taking Japan by storm and redefining how Japanese see sushi. But this just isn't the case. Yet. Unfortunately, as you noted, mayonnaise has managed to creep into all sorts of other dishes as it is ultra popular with the younger generation. I saw a feature story on TV a couple of years ago in Japan on one young woman who carried around kewpie in her purse so she didn't have to miss a single meal (perhaps a single dish!) without slathering the stuff on. So perhaps, if you like and eat the sushi in Japan, the sushi/mayo marriage is a disgusting, inevitable bullet train barrelling down the tracks. Reply 0 tatamagouche Jul 13, 2008 01:17 PM I've seen it at Izakaya Den in Denver, FWIW. No idea where they got the idea. Reply 0 jfood Jul 14, 2008 10:31 AM Other than its shape or a marketing ploy, why is fried rice, mayo and salmon called pizza which is dough. sauce and cheese all baked together in an oven? Jfood is all for derivative products but this has nothing to do with pizza, has more in common with a ham sandwich. BTW - The pictures make this look outstanding, jfood only wishes they sold this nouvelle-sushi near him. 3 Replies Reply 0 re: jfood scoopG Jul 14, 2008 07:38 PM Pizza is dough, no? - plus whatever you want to put on it that you like. The pizzas I've had in northern Italy never had any sauce. The Turino special is merely dough, cheese and anchovies. And I thought Acciughe meant something else! Reply 0 re: scoopG Pablo Jul 15, 2008 11:28 AM Pizza! Now that's what I call a taco! http://video.google.com/videoplay?doc... Sorry I couldn't resist reviving this! Reply 0 re: Pablo jfood Jul 15, 2008 11:46 AM or in this case: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=brE2Ah... Reply 0 To the Top BACK to General Topics Related It's Slow Cooker Sunday! Make This Spicy Pulled Pork. Amy's ORGANIC pizza- is it worth buying? Garlick-y White Pizza- 'Jersey Style! Sign Up/Log InX About/Contact CHOW | FAQ | Posting Guidelines | Feedback FOLLOW CHOW facebook twitter Google+ pinterest youTube rss A TV Guide Site CBS Cares | CBS Films | CBS Radio | CBS.com | CBSInteractive | CBSNews.com | CBSSports.com | CHOW | Clicker | CNET | College Network | GameSpot | Help.com | Last.fm | MaxPreps | Metacritic | MetroLyrics | Moneywatch | mySimon | Radio.com | Search.com | Shopper.com | Showtime | SmartPlanet | TechRepublic | TV.com | TVGuide.com | UrbanBaby.com | ZDNet CBS Entertainment | About CBS Interactive | Jobs | Advertise © CBS Interactive Inc. All rights reserved. | Privacy Policy | Ad Choice | Terms of Use Share with your friendsX TO: FROM: MESSAGE: Share "Sushi Pizza- California specialty?!")
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(20141008,m.flickr.com,https://m.flickr.com/photos/piscesdreamer/15238541757/,Flickr Explore Nearby Search Sign In Loading... Inspiring photography. Introducing the all new Flickr app. Share and connect with the Flickr Community. Stunning photos made easy. All your pictures in one place. Get the new Flickr App From Yahoo   Your Privacy   Terms of Use   flickr.com Search Flickr Everyone's Uploads People More options... SafeSearch SafeSearch on SafeSearch moderate SafeSearch off Search by content type Photos / Videos Screenshots / Screencasts Illustration/Art / Animation/CGI Search by media type Photos & Videos Only Photos Only Videos Page not found. Sorry :( You are now signed out of Flickr. Copyright © 2014 Yahoo! Inc. All rights reserved. From Yahoo | Your Privacy | Terms of Use flickr.com | Report Abuse | Sign In Philip Tong 4 Faves Chung Yeung Festival Forest Lawn Memorial Park Burnaby, British Columbia This event is rooted in a Han dynasty (202 BC – 220 AD) legend in which a Taoist scholar advised a man to take his family to high ground on the ninth day of the ninth moon. The man complied and the next day discovered that all the inhabitants and livestock of his village had been slaughtered, while he and his family had been spared by leaving for the hills. The people of Hong Kong use this holiday as a day to journey to family graves to perform cleansing rites and pay their respects. It is also popular to hike to the city’s high points on this day, as it’s believed this will bring good luck. I personally have a number of family and relatives buried here. I used to get so lost looking for them. Sometimes I feel like I am reenacting the cemetery scene from near the end of The Good, The Bad & The Ugly. View more info about this photo... Patricia Meyer I had never heard of this festival Philip, I was told by someone recently that this cemetery has great views because of its elevation, it is quite striking especially with the red roses, gorgeous photo :) 5 days ago Philip Tong Patricia Meyer It does have great views. The area is on a hill and dips a bit so you can see the Burnaby skyline at the top of another elevation in the distance. 5 days ago Sally T. Buck Very poignant. 5 days ago Philip Tong Sally T. Buck It is. We are supposed to celebrate them in memory but it's still a sad moment and place. 4 days ago Georgette Lovely tribute photo my dear friend. *hug* 4 days ago Philip Tong Georgette Thank you 36 hours ago The Tyee Thank you for the photo and story. We've shared as The Tyee's photo of the day. 22 hours ago Philip Tong The Tyee Thank you! I'm glad to be given the opportunity to share some information about other cultures. 14 hours ago Philip Tong's Photostream Explore)
(20140930,www.bcpsea.bc.ca,http://www.bcpsea.bc.ca/events.aspx,BCPSEA Events  Events Symposium 2014 October 23, 2014 - More Hold the Date: Symposium 2014 October 23, 2014 - More HR Learning Series March 01, 2014 - More Media Facebook Twitter LinkedIn YouTube RSS Feeds Teachers Support Staff Exempt Staff Publications Learn and Connect Resources About Us Home Members Login Contact Us Sitemap Contact BCPSEA Address: 400-1333 West Broadway, Vancouver BC V6H 4C1 T: 604.730.0739 F: 604.730.0787 EMAIL: contact.us@bcpsea.bc.ca © 2014 BC Public School Employers' Association. Cancellation and Refund Policy | Privacy Policy | Terms and Conditions Vancouver Web Design  by Graphically Speaking)
(20141007,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/bcedplan/status/436904273306480640,BC's Education Plan on Twitter: "Congrats! MT @mybclibrary: Honoured to present @PRPublicLibrary w/ Council of Fed Literacy Award in Powell River http://t.co/jKiR6cgf0Y" Twitter Search query Search Twitter Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Language: English Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Have an account? Sign in New to Twitter? Join Today » Sign In Phone, email or username Password Sign in Remember me Forgot password? Already using Twitter via text message? Follow Following Unfollow Blocked Unblock Pending Cancel BC's Education Plan ‏ @bcedplan Feb 21 Congrats! MT @mybclibrary: Honoured to present @PRPublicLibrary w/ Council of Fed Literacy Award in Powell River pic.twitter.com/jKiR6cgf0Y Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Retweet 1 8:44 AM - 21 Feb 2014 Don’t miss any updates from BC's Education Plan © 2014 Twitter About Help Ads info Close Flag this media This has already been marked as containing sensitive content. Flag this as containing potentially illegal content. Submit Cancel Learn more about flagging media Dismiss Close Previous Next Close Go to a person's profile Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Close Retweet this to your followers? Cancel Retweet Close Are you sure you want to delete this Tweet? Cancel Delete Close Block Cancel Block Add a location to your Tweets When you tweet with a location, Twitter stores that location. You can switch location on/off before each Tweet and always have the option to delete your location history. Learn more Turn location on Not now Turn off location Close Profile summary Close Your lists Close Create a new list List name Description Under 100 characters, optional Privacy Public · Anyone can follow this list Private · Only you can access this list Save list Close Close Embed this Tweet Add this Tweet to your website by copying the code below. Learn more Hmm, there was a problem reaching the server. Try again? Include parent Tweet Include media Preview Close Sign up for Twitter Not on Twitter? Sign up, tune into the things you care about, and get updates as they happen. Have an account? Sign in » Close Two-way (sending and receiving) short codes: Country Code For customers of United States 40404 (any) Canada 21212 (any) United Kingdom 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM Haiti 40404 Digicel, Voila Ireland 51210 Vodafone, O2 India 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Indonesia 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » See SMS short codes for other countries Close Confirmation)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141007,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/FassbenderMLA/status/466244285394739202?screen_name=FassbenderMLA&screen_name=FassbenderMLA&id=466244285394739202&id=466244285394739202,Peter Fassbender on Twitter: "43% of 1M jobs xpctd in BC by '22 require #skills&trades http://t.co/ACb76KmRCH here's the BC blueprint to help http://t.co/pY2B3xK5YH #bced" Twitter Search query Search Twitter Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Language: English Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Have an account? Sign in New to Twitter? Join Today » Sign In Phone, email or username Password Sign in Remember me Forgot password? Already using Twitter via text message? Follow Following Unfollow Blocked Unblock Pending Cancel Peter FassbenderVerified account ‏ @FassbenderMLA May 13 43% of 1M jobs xpctd in BC by '22 require #skills&trades http://bit.ly/1nEFDGl  here's the BC blueprint to help http://bit.ly/1ooGoDm  #bced Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Favorite 1 8:51 AM - 13 May 2014 Don’t miss any updates from Peter Fassbender © 2014 Twitter About Help Ads info Close Flag this media This has already been marked as containing sensitive content. Flag this as containing potentially illegal content. Submit Cancel Learn more about flagging media Dismiss Close Previous Next Close Go to a person's profile Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Close Retweet this to your followers? Cancel Retweet Close Are you sure you want to delete this Tweet? Cancel Delete Close Block Cancel Block Add a location to your Tweets When you tweet with a location, Twitter stores that location. You can switch location on/off before each Tweet and always have the option to delete your location history. Learn more Turn location on Not now Turn off location Close Profile summary Close Your lists Close Create a new list List name Description Under 100 characters, optional Privacy Public · Anyone can follow this list Private · Only you can access this list Save list Close Close Embed this Tweet Add this Tweet to your website by copying the code below. Learn more Hmm, there was a problem reaching the server. Try again? Include parent Tweet Include media Preview Close Sign up for Twitter Not on Twitter? Sign up, tune into the things you care about, and get updates as they happen. Have an account? Sign in » Close Two-way (sending and receiving) short codes: Country Code For customers of United States 40404 (any) Canada 21212 (any) United Kingdom 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM Haiti 40404 Digicel, Voila Ireland 51210 Vodafone, O2 India 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Indonesia 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » See SMS short codes for other countries Close Confirmation)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=10208,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 6, May/June 2003 Yours for the asking Earthquakes happen B.C. students need tools to help them develop life-skills that will ensure their safety during or following an earthquake or other emergency or disaster. Earthquakes Happen... Are You Ready? is one such tool. Two learning resources were developed for teachers to educate B.C. students in life safety practices through existing curriculum, one for Grades K–7 Personal Planning and one for Grades 8–12 Career and Personal Planning (CAPP). The teaching aids include instructional plans, scenarios, teacher backgrounders, student worksheets, and annotated resources. Materials also support cross-curricular connections and other curricula such as English Language Arts K–1, Science 7, Technology Education 10, and Geography 12. Grade-appropriate earthquake-preparedness teaching aids have been distributed to all B.C. schools. Additional copies were also distributed to each school district office and some B.C. libraries. Additional copies of the learning resources are available at the Safe School Centre (1-888-224-7233). A downloadable format is on the Provincial Emergency Program web site www.pep.bc.ca.   A newcomer’s guide to parenting issues in Canada The B.C. Institute Against Family Violence has produced video and curriculum material that provides ESL teachers and their students across Canada with legally accurate information relating to child discipline and child abuse to address parenting and discipline issues. Students will need to have a basic understanding of English. Exercises are written in simple English, and the curriculum is designed for three two-hour sessions. The video of three five-minute taped scenarios, teacher resource manual, student handouts using beginner/ intermediate level language, and suggested strategies for locating local parenting services and resources are free. Visit www.bcifv.org/ESL.html, call 1-877-755-7055, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. PST, or e-mail reception@bcifv.org, attention Jean Leggett.   Great Canadian Shoreline Cleanup! Register a group today. Be a part of a conservation initiative that’s making a difference from coast to coast. Join thousands of volunteers across Canada to clean up our rivers, streams, lakes, and ocean shorelines. Designed for groups of all ages, the Great Canadian Shoreline Cleanup takes place from September 13 to 21, 2003. Cleanup supplies, education materials, and co-ordination support are provided free of charge. Find out how you can get involved. Visit www.vanaqua.org/cleanup/, or call 604-659-3506. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Touring a natural gas drilling rig with @MLA Mike Bernier, and Brian from EnCana http://t.co/AifdJ4H07b" @Teresa_Wat - 06:01pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "Gr8 event honoring Taiwan ROC w many friends @douglasbing @marvinhunt4bc @KerryLynneFindl @mhlchiu26 @prairiechinois http://t.co/85TUCQsbrI" @John_Yap - 05:40pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "October is #FosterFamilyMonth. Thank you #BC for opening your homes and hearts to more than 5,900 children and youth." @John_Yap - 11:14pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media jthornthwaite last tweet "Please join me in recognizing the vital work foster families do for B.C. kids http://t.co/bdYy1yh9Jc #FosterFamilyMonth #northvan #bcpoli" @jthornthwaite - 10:56pm Follow @jthornthwaite BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "Gr8 event honoring Taiwan ROC w many friends @douglasbing @marvinhunt4bc @KerryLynneFindl @mhlchiu26 @prairiechinois http://t.co/85TUCQsbrI" @John_Yap - 05:40pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=30176,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2013 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 25, Number 7, May/June 2013   The Labour History Project—Why it matters!  By Ken Novakowski   Why is it important for today’s students who live in a world of instant communication, facebook, tweets, and google to know something about the history of working people and their struggles? Most of the students in today’s classrooms come from families where one or both of their parents are employees of one sort or another, who we generally refer to as working people. While there is no question that the world of work and the nature of the workforce in Canada and other parts of the world has changed and continues to change, the fact remains that most people will make their living working for someone else, be it in a small business, a huge corporation, or the public sector. The important thing for anyone working into today’s workplaces is to understand that the rights they enjoy, from the length of their work day and week to a harassment free environment to benefits like pensions or sick leave, exist because some time in the past working people acted collectively to win such rights through collective bargaining or through political action. Students, who will soon be entering the world of work, if they haven’t done so already, should have an awareness of how many factors that shape our current world were the product and result of struggles by working people over the past century and more. One thing I learned in my many years as a teacher and a union activist is that what working people gained over time, they gained by acting together; nothing of benefit to workers was ever simply “given” by employers or government without the influence and pressure of those workers, organized into unions or broader social movements. Today, employers and governments seek to erode the capacity of working people to enjoy their fair share of the wealth our country produces. As a result, many working people find themselves in struggles to defend and maintain the standard of living and basic rights that were achieved by their parents and grandparents over the past century. That’s why teachers, retired teachers and others have come together to constitute the Labour History Project (LHP). This group has been working on developing teaching ideas, materials, lessons and resources appropriate for use by teachers and consistent with current curriculum requirements. The LHP is a joint undertaking of the B.C. Labour Heritage Centre and the B.C. Teachers’ Federation and is supported by the B.C. Federation of Labour and the SFU Labour Studies program. The LHP has been operational for a few years now and has undertaken a number of specific projects consistent with their mandate. They have been working on updating and extending the lessons in Youth, Unions and You a 2000 publication of the BCTF, the BCFed and government. The rich and comprehensive resource guide provides course specific ideas and materials on labour history, labour standards and employee rights to augment textbook and other materials. The LHP has also been developing lesson ideas to accompany These Were the Reasons, a DVD which lightly covers many issues in BC’s past, providing real people understandings of the issues that led people to form unions. The Knowledge Network, in collaboration with the Labour Heritage Centre, is in the final stages of producing a series of thirty vignettes of the historical experiences of B.C.’s working people and the LHP plans to produce teaching ideas for each of these three minutes stories. All this and more will be available to teachers and others when the LHP goes on-line sometime this fall. Another major initiative of the LHP has been to develop a unit on labour history and labour studies for the Social Justice 12 course. A group of six teachers have been working to develop the unit and hope to have it available for field testing, again early this fall. This unit with all supporting resources and links will also be available to all teachers on-line. There are other exciting things happening on the Labour History/Studies front. Simon Fraser University is in the process of hiring a tenure track professor for the Labour Studies program which is now on track to offer a degree in Labour Studies within a few years. The History Department at Simon Fraser University is offering a course (History 327) taught by well-known SFU professor and labour historian Mark Leier as part of the summer school program for teachers in July, 2014. The course, on BC and Canadian labour history, will focus on the development of teaching ideas and curriculum. A group of organizations is working together to update the Vancouver Labour History Walking Tour, including new sites on the tour and also adapting the walk to include resources and links that can be accessed electronically by walk participants. The LHP is planning to develop a guide for teachers to assist teachers wanting to take their students on the walk. Several organizations, including the BC Labour Heritage Centre, the BC Federation of Labour, and the SFU Labour Studies program are in the early stages of planning the publication of a book on the history of working people in BC with a focus on their many struggles and the emergence and development of the union movement. Ken Novakowski, retired teacher, former BCTF executive director, BCTF past president, currently on the board of the Labour Heritage Centre.  Join the Labour History Network  The Labour History Project has initiated the creation of the Labour History Network—an e-mail list of anyone interested in getting three or four e-mail updates a year—on the work of the Labour History Project and related events and initiatives. If you would like to join the Labour History Network just send your e-mail address to knova@telus.net   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "October is #FosterFamilyMonth. Thank you #BC for opening your homes and hearts to more than 5,900 children and youth." @John_Yap - 11:14pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13126,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 1999 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 11, Number 5, March 1999 Contract produces lowest student/educator ratio in six years by Garry Litke The first year of implementation of the new provincial agreement has produced astonishing results. Recently released Ministry of Education figures on the student/educator ratio (SER) indicate the lowest level since 1992–93. This significant improvement has occurred because the collective agreement requires boards to hire more teachers and gives the boards the money to do it. Of the 537 new teaching positions created by the agreement, 483 were filled by September 30, 1998. The erosion of support services to students in B.C. has been halted. Primary class sizes are being reduced. Districts with declining enrolments had been solving their budget problems by slashing programs and support services for students. Libraries were closed, and queues to see a counsellor or learning assistance teacher lengthened. Philosophical support for mainstreaming and integration was not matched with staffing. The influx of ESL students was inadequately dealt with. This year, although 23 districts suffered an enrolment decline of 2% or greater, staffing levels and support for students improved. Minimum student/teacher ratios established in the collective agreement required that boards hire more teachers using special grants supplied by the Ministry of Education. While the student population decreased by 1,500 FTE across the province, close to 500 FTE teachers were added to the system. As a result, the SER has been reduced dramatically in many districts. Twenty-three districts had an improvement in the SER greater than 2%. Across the province, the SER dropped from 16.9205 in September 1997 to 16.714 in September 1998, an improvement of 1.2%. It is the lowest SER in six years. (Source: Ministry of Education Standard Report 2077, September 1997 and September 1998) Summary of SER for the last nine years:   90 – 91 16.12   91 – 92 16.23   92 – 93 16.4   93 – 94 16.76   94 – 95 16.82   95 – 96 16.73   76 – 97 16.81   97 – 98 16.92   98 – 99 16.71 (The SER is calculated by dividing full-time-equivalent student enrolment by the number of full-time-equivalent educators, which includes teachers and administrators.) In an education-funding brief presented to the Government of British Columbia in January 1998, the BCTF pointed out the steady decline in staffing over the past nine years. If the SER of 1990–91 were still in place, there would be 1470 more educators in B.C. working with students. The BCTF recommended a return to 1990–91 staffing levels, and the first year of our new collective agreement has taken a significant step in that direction. Since September 1998, additional hiring has taken place as boards decided that compliance with the collective agreement is preferable to an arbitration. Further hiring took place as a result of mediation/arbitration hearings with Vince Ready and may continue as those proceedings conclude. All progress came as the direct result of hard work and strong advocacy by local leaders working with the BCTF. This is only year one of a three-year agreement. We've turned the corner on the erosion of the past nine years and can now take further steps toward achieving the BCTF objective of 1990–91 staffing levels. Further improvements are being funded for years two and three of the agreement as primary class sizes are reduced and staffing ratios for non-enrolling teachers improve. Garry Litke is an assistant director in the BCTF's Bargaining Division. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/02/bcs-learning-incentives-fund-1-minute.html?showComment=1329153530064,Staffroom Confidential: BC's Learning Improvement Fund - 1 minute per student per day Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Wednesday, February 8, 2012 BC's Learning Improvement Fund - 1 minute per student per day The BC Ministry of Education has announced its "Learning Improvement Fund" via radio ads. Rather than put class sizes and class composition limits back into contract, and rather than reinstate teachers' ability to bargain working conditions, the government is setting up a fund to provide a paltry sum of additional money to supposedly address learning challenges. (And as an aside, it's not clear if it really is any additional money...the budget announcement for next year's funding is actually a 3% cut. It might just be re-purposing of money meaning cuts elsewhere.) When class size and composition limits were removed in 2002, the government took $275 million per year from education budgets. How much is the Learning Improvement Fund? $30 million next year. $65 million the year after, and $75 million the year after that. With 550,000 public school students in BC, what does this "improvement" look like? 27 cents per student per day, in year one. For a whole class of thirty students, this is just over $8. That would buy about half an hour of an educational assistant time, to serve all 30 students. That works out to 1 minute per student per day. In year two, two minutes a day. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 9:33 AM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 6 comments: Wendy TurnerFebruary 8, 2012 at 12:32 PM This is not compensation for the support they've (Liberal govt.) taken from students and teachers in the classroom. It's a slap in the face! Wendy TurnerReplyDelete James SanyshynFebruary 8, 2012 at 1:15 PM insulting, inadequate, ill-informed...... time to change government and get this fixed!ReplyDelete AnonymousFebruary 8, 2012 at 7:22 PM Hi Tara, Sorry to leave an unrelated comment, but I couldn’t find any contact info for you. I’m wondering if you’d be interested in a guest post. Please drop me an e-mail at garciaanthony39 at gmail dot com. Thanks! AnthonyReplyDelete Dale MorrisonFebruary 13, 2012 at 9:18 AM And on top of everything else how much has it cost the government to actually have these messages broadcast? More $$ wasted. Dale MorrisonReplyDelete Bob WilsonFebruary 13, 2012 at 10:50 AM Hi Tara, I just looked at the budget projection for SD 6 (Rocky Mountain). If enrollment stays constant, about 3300 students, the district will receive about $460K less in funding. If distribution of the $22.5 million COF next year (what's left after CUPE get $7.5 million as part of their settlement) is based on a per student amount, RMSD stands to gain between $113K to $127K, depending on whether private schools are included in the COF legislation. The legislated settlement proposed to remedy Bill 27 and 28 is not enough to offset a decade of cuts. It is not even enough to cover the coming year’s cuts.ReplyDelete BCMommyMarch 7, 2012 at 7:16 PM And so great that the first year's $30 million probably came from what they saved in paying us for the past three days we were on strike! Once again, we teachers are paying out of pocket for what they call 'improvements.' I bet Christy Clark is laughing her butt off at us all. She probably planned it to come to this all along. Teachers strike and pay the first year of a plan that they hope makes the government look good. Awesome. Claire SD 34ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ▼  February (11) BC Teachers' Day of Action: It's about priorities.... Rally to support teachers for a fair deal On a legislated contract and parents who care - on... Will the BC government agree to mediation to resol... Confusing differentiation with adverse discriminat... Are BC workers getting wage increases? Are Principals friends of public education? Negotiate, don't legislate BC's Learning Improvement Fund - 1 minute per stud... Go east, young teacher Kevin Falcon speaks the Liberal truth - serve the ... ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
(20141006,www.facebook.com,https://www.facebook.com/careers/?ref=pf&_fb_noscript=1,Facebook Careers | Facebook For a better experience on Facebook, enable JavaScript in your browser, or switch to our mobile site. Facebook logo Email or Phone Password Keep me logged in Forgot your password? Sign Up Careers at Facebook Menlo ParkSearch Jobs Browse by team and role Browse by location University Students We’re making the world more open and connected. Want to help? Working at Facebook means doing what you love. We hire trailblazers, hackers and pioneers. We want people who can solve challenging problems, make a real impact and build something big. You should join us. For contractor opportunities at Facebook, click here. We don’t have rules. We have values. Focus on Impact To have the biggest impact, we need to focus on solving the most important problems. It sounds simple, but most companies do this poorly and waste a lot of time. We expect everyone at Facebook to be good at finding the biggest problems to work on. Move Fast We have a saying: “Move fast and break things.” The idea is that if you never break anything, you’re probably not moving fast enough. At Facebook, we’re less afraid of making mistakes than we are of losing opportunities. Be Bold We have another saying: “The riskiest thing is to take no risks.” In a world that’s changing so quickly, you’re guaranteed to fail if you don’t take any risks. We encourage everyone to make bold decisions, even if that means being wrong some of the time. Be Open We believe that a more open world is a better world. The same goes for our company. Informed people make better decisions and have a greater impact, which is why we work hard to make sure everyone at Facebook has access to as much information about the company as possible. Build Social Value Facebook was created to make the world more open and connected, not just to build a company. We expect everyone at Facebook to focus every day on how to build real value for the world in everything they do. What’s it really like to work at Facebook? Hear from our team about what we hold important and how we get things done. Show Video Link Hide Video Link https://www.facebook.com/video.php?v=409303962499445 Moving Fast: How We Built Facebook Platform Engineering Innovation: Inventing the Future of Social Make an Impact. Work at Facebook. Facebook Bootcamp Getting More Women in Tech When we say “be yourself,” we mean it. At Facebook, we value diversity on an individual level. We’re dedicated to creating an environment where people can share their own diverse backgrounds, experiences, perspectives and ideas. Facebook is proud to be an Equal Employment Opportunity and Affirmative Action employer. We do not discriminate based upon race, religion, color, national origin, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, age, status as a protected veteran, status as an individual with a disability, or other applicable legally protected characteristics. View Facebook’s Equal Employment Opportunity and Affirmative Action Policy. Click here to read Equal Employment Opportunity is the Law. Facebook participates in the E-Verify program in certain locations, as required by law. Learn more about diversity at Facebook. Browse by team and role Browse by location University Students Altoona, IA Amsterdam, Netherlands Ashburn, VA Atlanta, GA Auckland, New Zealand Austin, TX Berlin, Germany Bogotá, Colombia Boston, MA Brussels, Belgium Buenos Aires, Argentina Chicago, IL Dallas, TX Detroit, MI Dubai, United Arab Emirates Dublin, Ireland Forest City, NC Hamburg, Germany Hong Kong Hyderabad, India Jakarta, Indonesia London, United Kingdom Los Angeles, CA Luleå, Sweden Madrid, Spain Malaysia Melbourne, Australia Menlo Park, CA Mexico City, Mexico Miami, Florida Milan, Italy Mumbai, India New Delhi, India New York, NY Paris, France Prineville, OR São Paulo, Brazil Seattle, WA Seoul, South Korea Singapore Stockholm, Sweden Sydney, Australia Tel Aviv, Israel Tokyo, Japan Toronto, Canada Vancouver, Canada Warsaw, Poland Washington, DC Woodland Hills, CA Browse By Location: North America Auckland, New Zealand Hong Kong Hyderabad, India Jakarta, Indonesia Malaysia Melbourne, Australia Mumbai, India New Delhi, India Seoul, South Korea Singapore Sydney, Australia Tokyo, Japan Altoona, IA Ashburn, VA Atlanta, GA Austin, TX Boston, MA Chicago, IL Dallas, TX Detroit, MI Forest City, NC Los Angeles, CA Menlo Park, CA Miami, Florida New York, NY Prineville, OR Seattle, WA Toronto, Canada Vancouver, Canada Washington, DC Woodland Hills, CA Bogotá, Colombia Buenos Aires, Argentina Mexico City, Mexico São Paulo, Brazil Amsterdam, Netherlands Berlin, Germany Brussels, Belgium Dubai, United Arab Emirates Dublin, Ireland Hamburg, Germany London, United Kingdom Luleå, Sweden Madrid, Spain Milan, Italy Paris, France Stockholm, Sweden Tel Aviv, Israel Warsaw, Poland Software Engineering Legal, Finance, Facilities & Admin Communications & Public Policy Product Management IT & Security People & Recruiting Design & User Experience Infrastructure Data & Analytics Sales & Business Development Online Operations Marketing Mobile Find Friends Badges People Pages Places Games Locations About Create Ad Create Page Developers Careers Privacy Cookies Terms Help Facebook © 2014 · English (US))
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9112&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept./Oct. 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, No. 1, Sept./Oct. 2003 Managing your pension assets Purchasing a leave of absence (Teachers’ Pension Plan rules) This is important information for: young pension-plan members who have taken or may take a leave of absence. members who have had a maternity or parental leave of absence. older members who may retire before March 31, 2007. What is a leave of absence? A leave of absence is an employer-approved absence from work. A leave can be with full pay, with partial pay, or without pay. During a leave with full pay, you accumulate pensionable and contributory service as if you had continued to work. During a leave of absence with less than full pay, your contributions and pensionable service are reduced in proportion to your salary. For example, if you receive half your regular pay during a leave, you accumulate half the pensionable service but full contributory service. During a leave without pay, you do not receive pensionable or contributory service. If you purchase the unpaid leave, you will receive the pensionable and contributory service you would have received had you not taken the leave. This will increase your future pension benefits. What are the different leaves? Maternity leaves that ended on or after March 14, 1981, are eligible for purchase. Only the birth mother can purchase this type of leave. Parental/adoption leaves that ended on or after March 22, 1991, are eligible for purchase. Birth mothers, fathers, and adoptive parents can purchase these leaves. The maximum service you can purchase for maternity, parental, and adoption leaves is three years, with each term not to exceed one year from your child’s birth or adoption date. You must show your child’s birth certificate or adoption papers to your employer. General leaves are leaves that you took for any reason other than those listed above, including extended maternity and parental leaves. You can purchase a maximum of five cumulative years for general leaves completed after December 31, 1991. There is no limit for purchase of leaves of absence completed before December 31, 1991. When can I purchase a leave? You must apply to purchase leaves that ended before April 1, 2002, by March 31, 2007, and while an active member. You must apply to purchase leaves that end on or after April 1, 2002, within five years of the end of the leave period or before you terminate your current employment, whichever occurs first. You may apply to purchase a current leave of absence during the leave. Can I purchase periods of reduced pay (part-time work with part-time leave)? If you work at less than your full assignment for a time, you may be eligible to purchase the difference between your full assignment and the amount you worked as a leave of absence. If you think this applies to you, contact your employer. How do I apply to purchase a leave? Fill out a Purchase of Service Application form (available from the website at pensionsbc.ca or from your employer). The application form has a calculation on the back that shows you how to estimate the cost of the leave. Alternatively, you may use the Purchase of Service Cost Estimator on the web site and print the estimate and attach it to your application form. Your employer must certify that the leave was an approved leave by signing the Purchase of Service Application. You must purchase the full leave period, unless the purchase will cause you to accrue more than 35 years of pensionable service. In such a case, you may be able to purchase a portion of the leave. If you do not plan to return to work after your leave ends, you can purchase the leave provided you apply before the end of the leave period. Use the Personalized Pension Estimator on the web site to show the effect on your pension of purchasing leaves of absence. How is the cost calculated? The cost of a leave of absence is based on your current salary multiplied by the length of the leave period multiplied by: • the current employee contribution rate (for maternity, parental, and adoption leaves for periods allowed under the Employment Standards Act), or • the current employee and employer contribution rates (for general leaves or extended maternity, parental, or adoption leaves). You will receive a statement from the pension plan outlining the cost, which you must pay by the due date on the statement in a single payment. You may pay by RRSP transfer, personal cheque, or a combination. A new calculation will be required if payment is not received by the due date. You will receive a tax receipt if payment is made by other than RRSP transfer. The Purchase of Service Cost Estimator on the web site gives you an estimate of the cost, which can then be printed and used as an application form. Does purchasing service affect my RRSP contribution room? For service after 1989, you need enough RRSP contribution room to allow the purchase. If this is applicable to you, the plan will send you a Past Service Pension Adjustment (PSPA) worksheet so you can determine if you have enough RRSP contribution room or PSPA over contribution room. If you wish to pay for any or all of your leaves of absence by cash, Canada Customs and Revenue Agency must certify that you have enough RRSP room or PSPA overcontribution room. If not, you will have to pay for your reinstatement by RRSP transfer. Only RRSPs that are in your name can be transferred for leave of absence payment. You may want to discuss with a qualified financial advisor how purchasing a leave will affect your situation. If you purchase the leave prior to April 30 following the leave, you may pay by cash or RRSP. In this case, you do not need to have the purchase certified by Canada customs and Revenue Agency. Calculating the cost benefit First, use the online Purchase of Service Cost Estimator to get an estimate of the cost of the leave of absence (this estimate may also be used as the application form), or use the estimate from the back of the Purchase of Service Application form. Then, using the Personalized Pension Estimator the information from your most recent Members Benefit Statement will be provided so you can calculate a pension estimate for a specific retirement date. Finally, go back and increase the pensionable and contributory service by the amount of each service that is being purchased, and recalculate your pension for the same retirement date. This will give you the increase in your monthly pension due to the purchase of the leave of absence. Compare the increase in the monthly pension to the cost of the purchase. Divide the cost of the purchase by the increase in the monthly pension to determine the number of months it will take to recover your purchase cost. Maternity and Parental Adoption leaves are always cost effective, as the employer pays its share of the contributions. Contact Information Teachers’ Pension Plan PO Box 9465 Stn Prov Govt Victoria, BC, V8W 9V8 Victoria: (250) 953-3022 Vancouver: 604-660-4088 Toll free: 1-800-665-6770 Fax: (250) 356-8977 Web site: www.pensionsbc.ca E-mail: TPP.PensionCorp@pensionsbc.ca BCTF Income Security 100—550 West 6th Avenue Vancouver, BC V5Z 4P2 Vancouver: 604-871-1921 Toll free 1-800-663-9163 Web site: www.bctf.ca/pensions/ E-mail: alambert@bctf.ca, lwerklund@bctf.ca, or dlauber@bctf.ca — Dale Lauber, with extracts from Pensionfacts by the TPP)
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(20141007,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/bcedplan/status/425694524787412993?screen_name=bcedplan&id=425694524787412993,BC's Education Plan on Twitter: ".@MommaYomma @_Cuddlefish_ #bctf reps to #bccurric development teams were chosen by districts not by us. Has to be that way. #integrity" Twitter Search query Search Twitter Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Language: English Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Have an account? Sign in New to Twitter? Join Today » Sign In Phone, email or username Password Sign in Remember me Forgot password? Already using Twitter via text message? Melanie A ‏ @MommaYomma Jan 20 How were #bccurric teams chosen. Hearing lots of complaints. Did govt already know what they wanted to happen and chose accordingly? #bced Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Jacqueline ‏ @_Cuddlefish_ Jan 20 @MommaYomma I haven't heard any complaints about the team. What are you hearing? Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Melanie A ‏ @MommaYomma Jan 20 @_Cuddlefish_ You haven't heard complaints from teachers? That's a lot of who I am hearing from. That a select few are making decisions. Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Jacqueline ‏ @_Cuddlefish_ Jan 21 @MommaYomma no I'm definitely not hearing that. Especially since at the last pro-d they pleaded for our input. Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Melanie A ‏ @MommaYomma Jan 21 @_Cuddlefish_ You get a sense they are listening to those outside the special teams though? Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Jacqueline ‏ @_Cuddlefish_ Jan 21 @MommaYomma yes, more than a sense. I've seen it in action. Note they have no implementation date, right? This is important to consultation. Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Melanie A ‏ @MommaYomma Jan 21 @_Cuddlefish_ I see where you're going. But parts are already being implemented in some schools Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Jacqueline ‏ @_Cuddlefish_ Jan 21 @MommaYomma I doubt that. Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Melanie A ‏ @MommaYomma Jan 21 @_Cuddlefish_ Very true. @bcedplan told me even. Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Follow Following Unfollow Blocked Unblock Pending Cancel BC's Education Plan ‏ @bcedplan Jan 21 . @MommaYomma @_Cuddlefish_ #bctf reps to #bccurric development teams were chosen by districts not by us. Has to be that way. #integrity Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Favorite 1 10:20 AM - 21 Jan 2014 Don’t miss any updates from BC's Education Plan © 2014 Twitter About Help Ads info Close Flag this media This has already been marked as containing sensitive content. Flag this as containing potentially illegal content. Submit Cancel Learn more about flagging media Dismiss Close Previous Next Close Go to a person's profile Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Close Retweet this to your followers? Cancel Retweet Close Are you sure you want to delete this Tweet? Cancel Delete Close Block Cancel Block Add a location to your Tweets When you tweet with a location, Twitter stores that location. You can switch location on/off before each Tweet and always have the option to delete your location history. Learn more Turn location on Not now Turn off location Close Profile summary Close Your lists Close Create a new list List name Description Under 100 characters, optional Privacy Public · Anyone can follow this list Private · Only you can access this list Save list Close Close Embed this Tweet Add this Tweet to your website by copying the code below. Learn more Hmm, there was a problem reaching the server. Try again? Include parent Tweet Include media Preview Close Sign up for Twitter Not on Twitter? Sign up, tune into the things you care about, and get updates as they happen. Have an account? Sign in » Close Two-way (sending and receiving) short codes: Country Code For customers of United States 40404 (any) Canada 21212 (any) United Kingdom 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM Haiti 40404 Digicel, Voila Ireland 51210 Vodafone, O2 India 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Indonesia 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » See SMS short codes for other countries Close Confirmation)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Touring a natural gas drilling rig with @MLA Mike Bernier, and Brian from EnCana http://t.co/AifdJ4H07b" @Teresa_Wat - 06:01pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Foster parents are ordinary people engaged in extraordinary acts of kindness. Join the team! http://t.co/6jUkcsOp6V" @Teresa_Wat - 04:31pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12024,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2001 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 13, Number 5, March 2001 Yours for the asking Evergreen’s curriculum integration workshop Take the classroom outside and into the school ground. This spring, Evergreen is offering curriculm integration workshops for teachers in the Lower Mainland and Victoria. This three-hour workshop provides teachers with hands-on activities, tools, and information to make best use of the school ground as a rich educational resource. Teachers will leave with a copy of Evergreen’s new curriculum guide Plants, Patterns, and Playgrounds. Evergreen is a national, not-for-profit, environmental education organization that brings nature back to schools. For more information call Evergreen (604) 689-0766. Growing Active Have you ever imagined making nature part of your school? Evergreen is offering “Growing Active,” a workshop series to help you transform your local school ground into a healthy and living learning environment. Evergreen will be in Victoria, North Vancouver, and Surrey to offer Getting Started, Site Design, Native Plants, and Fundraising workshops. Phone Life Cycles at (250) 383-5800 or Evergreen at (604) 689-0766 for more information. EcoEd Workshops Eco Education BC provides fun and interactive, full-day, environmental education programs for Grades 4–6. The program encourages young people to understand and to respect the environment so that they may help restore and protect it. Program learning objectives meet many of the Grades 4–6 learning outcomes in science, applied skills, personal planning, social studies, and language arts. During a typical day, students use their critical-thinking skills and work together to answer questions about the environment. Four eco education crews are available to visit your school (one class per visit). The crews consist of two or three educators. We offer the following workshops: Grizz Ed, Waste reduction, Water, and Environmental protection. All the eco education crews are booked on a first-come first-serve basis. Schools may be limited to one visit per year. For more information, or to book a crew, call the Eco Education BC office at (604) 683-0127. G.I. Joe meets Barbie: BCTF releases major study on boys and girls The Federation has produced an extensive research project into the crucial issues of gender stereotyping in schools and society. The result is “G.I. Joe meets Barbie, software engineer meets caregiver: Males and females in B.C.’s public schools and beyond.” As well as academic issues, this major research report also examines special needs and gender, physical and mental health, crime and violence, and economic and labour indicators. Data reveal that “a stunning amount of gender stereotyping remains in B.C.’s public education system, from Kindergarten through graduate school.” However, “there is no evidence that this situation is imposed, caused, or condoned by public schools.” The full report is available on the BCTF web site www.bctf.ca/researchreports/2000sd03. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8714,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, Number 6, May/June 2004 Health and safety: Concern, and hope by Maureen L. MacDonald Concern, and hope. Jane Goodall, renowned primatologist and friend of this planet, has those two central themes in her ongoing message about conserving the world’s wild spaces. Genius. Let’s borrow from Dr. Goodall’s idea and concentrate on health and safety. Concern? Teachers have it in spades. Hope? Without it, you can’t be in the business of making the future better. Some recent concerns leap to mind. The Workers’ Compensation Board has recently repealed some valuable worker-friendly regulations and proposed changes to more. In its desire to cut red tape and reduce all government regulations by one-third, the so-called Liberal government has directed the WCB to eliminate some health and safety regulations and to water down some of the remaining ones by making them performance-based. The performance-based regulations are general and open to interpretation, leaving it up to the employer to determine the steps to take to implement them. The former prescriptive regulations informed employers and employees clearly of the steps to take. Put the current reduction in regulations alongside the 2002 reduction of 550 staff and the closure of three offices. See if you think the WCB is strong enough to ensure safe conditions in all worksites with fewer inspectors and enforcement officers. In 2000 to 2003, WCB inspection reports decreased by 54%. WCB Orders to employers to change unsafe or unhealthy conditions fell by 57%. Penalties for violations declined 72%. Grave concern. What hope is there? First, that the Joint Occupational Health & Safety Committee at each worksite will become even more vigilant. We can all make sure of that. Second, the knowledge that the WCB Board of Directors is composed of Gordon Campbell’s government appointees. There is a provincial election next May. Connect the dots. Another concern of teachers is the death and injury of workers on the job. In B.C. in 2002, 232 workers died from a work-related injury or illness. In 2003, 170 B.C. workers did not go home at the end of the workday. About 5,000 B.C. workers are permanently injured each year. Teachers work in conditions with relatively low hazards, but we share the desire for all workers to have safe and healthy job sites. That’s one reason we mark April 28 in our calendars and take part in National Day of Mourning ceremonies to honour the memory of people who died of work-related causes. Of particular concern to us is the high rate of death and injury among young people. Five young workers between the ages of 15 and 24 died on the job in 2002. Every day in B.C., 34 young workers are injured on the job. What prevention took place at those worksites? Proper orientation, training, and supervision of young workers prevent injuries and save lives. The employer is responsible for doing that, yet we hear of students whose instructions are, for example, "Clean the floor" but who have no clue about ergonomic work methods, personal protective equipment, toxic chemicals in the cleaning products, WHMIS* or MSDS*. Sometimes the employer is a company. Sometimes it is parents putting their child to work in the family business. Asking for initial training is not in the vocabulary of many student-workers. That’s where we come in. Here comes the hope. One way the BCTF is trying to improve conditions is through the B.C. Federation of Labour’s new Young Worker Education Project. The one-hour program for Grade 11 and 12 students is free to schools for the asking (Call Sheila Moir at the BCFed, 604-430-1421). Workers under age 25, including two teachers are available to make presentations. Students learn about their basic rights under the Workers’ Compensation Act and the WCB Regulations: the right to know, the right to participate, the right to refuse unsafe work, and the right to no discrimination. In union jobs or not, all workers have those rights. They need to know and exercise them. You have rights. It’s the law. Use them! 1. The right to know about dangers in the workplace. 2. The right to participate in workplace health-and-safety activities through the Joint OH&S Committee or worker rep. 3. The right to refuse unsafe work. 4. The right to no discrimination. You cannot be fired or disciplined for participation in OH&S activities. Alarms sounded for teachers when the provincial government introduced its new Child Labour Law in December 2003. Students much younger than senior secondary school age now need information about employment standards. So do their parents, at least one of whom must give permission for a child to work. (Previously there was a permit process under the Employment Standards Branch that included a director granting permission, and consultation with school authorities.) The easing of restrictions regarding children aged 12 to 15 who work in B.C. makes child advocates very anxious. According to Regulation 45.3, children can work not more than four hours on a school day and not more than seven hours on a day that is not a school day. This work must be outside of school hours. And here’s the part that really illustrates "the interconnectedness of everything to everything else," (Tony Flanders). Children can work no more than 20 hours per week, in a week that has five school days, and in any case, not more than 35 hours a week. Will children who live in school districts that have opted to cut their budgets by closing the schools one day each week or one day every other week be exploited? Our concern for the academic and social development of working children keeps growing. We hope that employers take particular notice and care of their young workers, especially those who run with scissors! We hope that our daily teachings instil knowledge of their rights in our students. We hope they will question authority when it comes to work processes for which they are not ready. We hope that a provincial government with better policies will be elected next year at this time. Thanks for reading this article. Just by doing that, you have given me hope that our mutual concerns will be monitored, and unhealthy or unsafe situations remedied. *MSDS means Material Safety Data Sheet. *WHMIS means Workplace Hazardous Materials Information Systems. For child labour information, visit bctf.ca/social/ChildLabour. To be added to the BCTF occupational health and safety e-mail list, contact Whitney Burgess, wburgess@bctf.ca. Maureen MacDonald is the prevention officer in the BCTF Health & Safety Department. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13058&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 1998 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 11, Number 1, September 1998 Teach critical thinking through historical problem solving by Linda Clode The seeds of the most horrific crimes of the 20th century are sown in the unresolved disputes initiated by the playground bully. These conflicts create initial combatants, opposing camps of supporters, residual resentment, scapegoats, the desire to justify an indefensible position, and escalating hostilities—in short, the very conditions despots use to solidify their hold on a population. Students must understand—that playground disputes are but a microcosm of the problems of the world in general and can escalate. The difficult topic is a challenge for students. Few materials are both suitable and compelling. Fewer, still, are worthy of the investment in time such a topic deserves. Happily, Maus ably fills the void. Maus, A Survivor’s Tale, by Pulitzer-Prize-winning author and illustrator Art Spiegelman, is the story of the struggles that survivors of the Holocaust and their children face as they try to come to terms with their experiences in Hitler’s Europe. The topic has been visited before, but what makes this two-volume set unique is that the characters are drawn in comic-book format. A comic book? About the Holocaust? Yes. And it works. Brilliantly. The heroes are mice; the Nazis, cats. Other ethnic groups are represented by other animals. While the characters are depicted as animals, their behaviour is human. This very human behaviour allows the books to be studied on many different levels. The richly layered and multitextured book proves an invaluable tool in studying this important topic. The comic-book format pulls the reader into the story, a complex tale that opens with the son in discussion with the father about his life in Poland and during the war. The son wishes to hear about the captivity of the father. Chapter One introduces the reader to Artie and his father, Vladek, and Vladek’s second wife, Mala. We learn that Artie’s mother has committed suicide, that Vladek has a heart condition. Artie tells us that he is not close to his father and his father and stepmother do not get along. They argue about seemingly insignificant things such as the use of a wire hanger or a wooden one. We learn that most of Vladek and Mala’s friends are also survivors. All of this is revealed in the first six panels of the chapter. Maus can be used in conjunction with many facets of the curriculum including English (memoir, narrative) and the visual arts. However, if students are to see the connections between behaviour today and events of the past, then creative problem solving in an historical context, or historical problem solving, is a particularly strong option. The Osborne/Parnes creative problem-solving process of data gathering, problem finding, selecting the underlying or key problem, generating multiple solutions, evaluating the solutions, and creating a plan of action for implementing the best solution is an effective way to explore current challenges for students in the real world. A variation of this method, future problem solving, is set in the world of the future and relies on students’ making their best predictions in a world that is yet to be. Historical problem solving moves the students to a situation in the past where they are asked to reconsider decisions that have already been made. This key difference between historical problem solving and the other two processes involves the analysis of the actual results of decision taken rather than the speculation as to what those results might be. Using their critical thinking skills of analysis, synthesis, and evaluation, students can propose alternative solutions to the decisions made in the past. Applying problem solving to history encourages students to see the importance of careful consideration of the problems facing the nations and to come to the realization that consequences of any decision are inevitable. Students can then make the link from what was (Germany in the 1930s) to what is (rising incidents of hate crimes in British Columbia) to what could be (legislation to control freedom of assembly? censorship? citizen involvement? community intervention? programs to identify and address bullies in schools?), and appropriate plans of action can be devised. An analysis of what makes a good society is integral to the study. Information gleaned from a thorough understanding of the past allows students to propose alternative scenarios of what could have been done in the past as well as what might be done in the future. Students hone their thinking skills anchored in the reality of the past with the hope of positively affecting the future. Maus provides an excellent vehicle by which to do that thinking. Linda Clode teaches social studies at University Hill Secondary School, Vancouver. The exhibit, Maus, runs from October 15 to December 15 at the Holocaust Education Centre. To book school tours or borrow a classroom set, call 264-0499. A teacher’s guide is also available.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Foster parents are ordinary people engaged in extraordinary acts of kindness. Join the team! http://t.co/6jUkcsOp6V" @Teresa_Wat - 04:31pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141007,www.huffingtonpost.com,http://www.huffingtonpost.com/teen/content/update,Something's Gone Terribly Wrong Oh, Noes! A 404! Tweet Feel free to continue to the Huffington Post » or)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=30161&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2013 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 25, Number 7, May/June 2013   Central American teachers tackle “machismo” By Nancy Knickerbocker  April 14, 2013 San Julian, EL SALVADOR—Using puppets they’ve made from paper bags, groups of Grade 5 students enact the daily drama of family members getting ready for their work in fields, kitchens, and classrooms. Papa, Mama, and children’s puppets chop wood, haul water, cook, eat breakfast, do dishes, help grandparents, pack up their school supplies, and say farewell for the day. “What differences do you see between the two families?” asks teacher María Eugenia Morelos de Ária. The children pipe up eagerly. In one family the children help both parents, but in another the father gives orders while the mother and daughters do the chores, and the sons eat or play. “The Diaz family is not democratic,” the students agree. As an activist within the Salvadoran teachers’ union ANDES, Morelos is one of the founders of a transformative new program in Non-Sexist and Inclusive Pedagogy supported by the BCTF and CoDevelopment Canada. “I believe we need change in our country,” she said. “We want a democratic El Salvador and as teachers we want to contribute. The only answer is to dare to try to make a difference.” Ensuring equal rights to education for girls and boys, both rich and poor, is fundamental. Soon after the Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front was elected in 2009, they passed a law to ensure that no child will ever again be denied access to education because their parents cannot afford pencils or paper, uniforms or shoes. All school supplies now are provided by the state. Teresa Pérez Nolasco says the ANDES Women’s Secretariat are challenging the sexist content in textbooks and are creating a new gender-equitable, values-based history of El Salvador, one which does not shy away from the painful period of the 1979–1992 civil war and women’s central role in the struggle to end long years of dictatorship. “No one really wants us to talk about sexism but it’s everywhere—in the streets, in our homes, in our classrooms, in our unions. It has to be a permanent topic of conversation,” Pérez said, adding that the schools chosen for the Non-Sexist and Inclusive Pedagogy program are all located in areas with a high incidence of violence against women. The teachers hope that small changes at school will pave the way for bigger changes in society. Now, rather than seating girls on one side and boys on the other side of the classroom, they have both genders work together in small groups. Instead of allowing the boys out on the playground while the girls do dishes after snack time and sweep the classroom at the end of the day, now all students take turns at these tasks. In a culture steeped in machismo, these changes have sparked a backlash. Most of Morelos’ students are from campesino families, re-settled in San Julian after their homes were devastated by the 2001 earthquake. Few have had much education, and most adhere to strict gender roles. “You are going to make my son sweep the classroom? It would be better that I come and do it for him because my son is NOT a girl!” one mother told the teacher. A girl asked: “Teacher, how can I tell my papa to clear his plate from the table? If I do, he’ll hit me!” A boy told her: “If I help my mama do the dishes, my father will say I’m gay.” Morelos emphasizes that greater equity benefits both genders. “For years and years we’ve been putting boys and girls into boxes. Now we teach them they can be part of a big change,” she said. “We explain the project and we involve them in the methodology. Sometimes they help me teach the parents.” Graduation day: Pride in professional development  Despite parental resistance, the Ministry of Education has officially recognized the ANDES Non-Sexist Pedagogy program and granted a diploma for teachers who completed the 118 hours of course work and practicum. ANDES General Secretary Israel Montano noted that in all its 46 years of existence, ANDES and the Ministry of Education had never reached agreement on anything. During the war, they were sworn enemies. But democracy and human rights have come to El Salvador, and now it’s time for fundamental change. “It costs us to admit that we are machistas,” Montano said, “but it will mean a huge leap forward in terms of the quality of education in El Salvador. The theme of gender is going to be one of the fundamentals of the new curriculum.” There were lots of smiles, and a few tears, as 92 teachers from throughout El Salvador crossed the stage at the Superior Teacher Training School to receive their diplomas. BCTF President Susan Lambert praised the ANDES activists. “You have shown such courage and unflinching determination. I want to applaud you. This is true professional development, and it is so encouraging to see the Ministry of Education recognize and support this diploma program. It is through this vital work that teachers in El Salvador will help to build a better world.” Honduran teachers advocate, even in perilous times  By contrast to the co-operative relations between ANDES and the Salvadoran government, BCTF’s union partners in Honduras operate in a dangerous political landscape. Teachers and others who oppose the policies of the de-facto government of Pepe Lobo have endured severe repression and rights abuses since the military coup of 2009. (See story opposite page.) Nonetheless, they courageously continue their advocacy on behalf of their students and themselves. Women from COPEMH, the Middle School Teachers’ Union of Honduras, have been working with support from the BCTF and CoDevelopment Canada to develop a curricular module on Gender Equity and Human Sexuality. They have gone through an extensive process of consultation, training, and development of the module, which they aim to get incorporated into the national curriculum. Daysi Márquez, a chemistry teacher and COPEMH activist, acknowledged the difficulties of trying to work with a government that is attacking teachers’ rights, jobs, and lives. “We have to build strategic alliances in support of our children, no matter what else is going on,” she said. “We have to build our hopes for the children of this country to have a better future.” On the same day as teachers were staging demonstrations and rotating strikes in eight of the 18 departments of Honduras, Márquez presented the draft module to education ministry officials in Tegucigalpa. Both unionists and bureaucrats agreed that with spiraling rates of sexually transmitted diseases and pregnancy among girls as young as 12, adolescents need practical information to keep themselves safe and healthy. Beyond that, though, we want our girls to have a life plan, to dream of becoming somebody, not just a mother,” Márquez said. Curriculum director Nellie Piñeda said: “I didn’t know you [the union] had this wonderful project reaching out to the most marginalized children. Approaching the ministry is the best thing you could do, bringing it through the process. I congratulate COPEMH, and the excellent work of your compañeras.” The BCTF’s Susan Lambert acknowledged that gender-equity work is critical, and not only in Latin American schools but in Canadian ones as well. “Systemic sexism cripples the life chances of more than 50% of the population,” she said. “Every teacher should take non-sexist pedagogy as a driving principle in their work.” Elsa Villeda, the only woman on the executive committee of COPEMH, said the workshops had multi-dimensional impacts on the teachers. She asked, “What changes have you seen in yourself and your teaching as a result of the non-sexist pedagogy training?” Here are some of their comments: There was opposition at home from my husband, but now I’m a new person. I don’t have the fears I used to feel. I feel stronger as a mother and more confident as a teacher. It’s given me a whole new set of teaching tools to erase and unlearn mistaken concepts about sexuality and gender.   My classes are more dynamic, more participatory, more open to the opinions of others.  I can talk about sexual themes in class without fear or embarrassment. I learned to respect gay and lesbian people for who they are.   It’s been a very profound experience in my life. I’ve learned to be more courageous.  “COPEMH women are moving forward,” Villeda said. “Without doubt there will be many obstacles ahead, but our collaboration and sharing strengthen us. As a team of women, we are ready to contribute to our union.” “And to lead it!” Márquez chimed in, to hearty laughter all around. Nancy Knickerbocker, BCTF media relations officer )
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9036,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2003 Special Issue Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, Special Issue, September 2003 Teacher letters provoke heavy-handed college response Some BCTF members sent letters directly to the college, indicating they will not pay the fee to the new, politically appointed body. Clearly, the college is worried that the BCTF strategy of withholding fees and acting in concert will succeed. Acting Registrar Marie Kerchum, has sent a copy of her letter to all school boards, trying to involve them in bullying and threatening teachers to pay their fees. Her letter warns of expulsion from the college and loss of teacher certificate and is designed to scare teachers. Hopefully, school boards will work with us to protect the teaching profession from political interference. Locals have written to their respective school districts, asking that they not intimidate teachers or ask them to pay the college fees in violation of the BCTF strategy that has been collectively decided. Members should remind themselves of the following: Signing the letter to stop authorization to deduct fees is a small step. The deadline for payment of college fees is November 30. Members are NOT to send letters rescinding fee authorization to the college or the school board, but to the local. Our strategy consciously builds in an assessment of how many letters have been collected from teachers followed by a decision whether enough have been gathered prior to submitting them to school boards. There will be a vote of all members prior to finalizing our strategy. The BCTF has pledged full political, legal, and financial support to any member who may face punitive action as a result of participation in the strategy. The timeline of the college for removal of membership due to failure to pay fees is between three and six months after the November 30 date. There is great protection and strength in numbers—we cannot give in to bullies—together we are strong—together, we will protect and defend our profession and achieve our goals. If ANY member is threatened as a result of their participation in our collective strategy, they should immediately phone their local office for assistance. The BCTF Representative Assembly adopted the following motion: "That the BCTF will provide political, legal, and financial support, as necessary, to any member who may face disciplinary action as a result of participation in a Federation-approved job-action activity or other collective strategy." – Lynne Sinclair Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13854,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 1998 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 10, Number 7, May/June 1998 Quality Teaching Conference by Nancy Knickerbocker Exploring roles of teachers in the 21st century “Teaching in the 21st Century: Roles of Teachers” was the theme of the annual Quality Teaching Conference, held April 4 in Richmond. More than 200 teachers from throughout B.C. took the opportunity to rethink the place of teachers in our rapidly changing society. Key issues for discussion included: The impact of technology on teaching and learning The purpose of public schools—training or education? Leadership in education The new gender issue: Reconceptualizing maleness The 21st-century teacher Today’s classroom composition Curriculum, assessment, and accountability Globalization and public schools Can school be a school and a social service agency? BCTF President Kit Krieger offered an address on the changing role of teachers. “I have always considered teaching to be the most difficult and important job there is,” he said. “Unfortunately, many people underestimate the complexity of our work.” Krieger noted that education today, as always, involves a search for meaning and understanding. “As teachers, we build students’ capacities to understand, question, manipulate, accept, interact, and reflect. We help them to negotiate the balance and tension between the individual and the group, between thought and action, between the concrete and the abstract, between the certain and the speculative, between the arts and sciences, and between order and chaos.” While the essential purpose of teaching is timeless, the social context for our work has changed fundamentally. Krieger said the four most important contextual influences on the work of teachers are: The growing diversity of the student population The tensions between the needs of the students and the needs of the system The conflict between professional and bureaucratic cultures in schools The intensification of teachers’ work. In the past, he noted, students’ educational prospects were predetermined by academic and technical streaming. “Today, on the other hand, we see it as our role to ameliorate—not to institutionalize—class, gender, and other disparities.” Krieger expressed concern over the growing demands for system-wide accountability, evident in the expanded use of standardized mass testing. Increasingly these demands “collide with what teachers know is best for students.” He is disturbed that the Ministry of Education plans to include personal identification numbers on PLAP tests and allow teachers to use those tests to assess individual student achievement. “Teachers in B.C. must assertively oppose this move,” he said. Although teachers today are better trained than ever, they face more external controls than their predecessors did. He lamented “the ascendant value of management and the descendent value of pedagogy in administration.” The intensification of teachers’ work may be attributed to many factors, such as the rapid pace of curriculum change, the advent of new technologies, and integration of students with special needs. In the past, a wide array of social problems were either ignored by schools or dealt with by other institutions. Today, teachers are on the front lines, dealing with poverty, violence, child abuse, sexism, racism, and homophobia, he said. Krieger concluded by affirming that teachers must articulate a positive vision for public education and for the profession. “Nobody knows better than teachers the solutions that will work in our schools,” he said. “It is from within our ranks that the vision for education in the 21st c/entury will emerge.” Nobel prize-winning activist holds out hope for peace University of Victoria professor Dr. Mary-Wynn Ashford brought a message of “hope in a changing world” to more than 200 participants in the BCTF’s annual Quality Teaching Conference. A physician and educator, Dr. Ashford is former vice-president of International Physicians for Prevention of Nuclear War, the organization that won the 1985 Nobel Peace Prize. She has written extensively on war’s impact on women, and the roots of violence among youth. In her keynote address, Dr. Ashford analyzed some of the profound losses suffered by many citizens in contemporary society: loss of spirituality, of rootedness, of love, of work, of hope, of respect. She also reported on research that documented a marked decade-long decline in the value 15- and 16-year-olds place upon such qualities as honesty, respect, and politeness. Conducted on 1,500 teens in Sooke School District, the study revealed that placing little value upon politeness was the single best predictor of which students will be violent. “Can we, as teachers, alter these dynamics?” she asked. “How do we deal with this evidence that the situation is worsening, despite our best efforts?” She spoke of an “inner imperative” that compels people to act for the good in the face of such disastrous circumstances as the Nazi Holocaust. Like those who had the courage to respond to the refugee on the doorstep, we must “break the silence in dark times,” Dr. Ashford said. She encouraged listeners not to feel overwhelmed by the global changes that affect all of us in “the Coca Cola culture,” and to “resist the domination of money and seek deeper meaning in life.” We must all commit “to living a life consistent with saving the planet,” she said. “The ethic of each person does matter.” She spoke of the need to embrace non-violent strategies to contribute to the great social movements of our century: the environmental, women’s, peace, and human rights movements. Dr. Ashford espouses the doctrine of voluntary simplicity, which “exhorts us to leave behind the need to buy” and, like Gandhi, to “live simply so that others may simply live.” Since the fall of the Berlin Wall, the world has lived with a false sense of security, she said. Despite the end of the Cold War, the U.S. and Russia still have 20,000 nuclear weapons facing each other on high alert. “We are still only 12 minutes from the end of the earth,” she warned, and no disarmament talks are taking place at present. However, this year’s international ban on land mines has encouraged peace activists in their struggle to rid the world of nuclear weapons. There are many signs of hope, she said, from the recent World Court ruling that defines nuclear weapons as illegal under international law, to the increasing numbers of political leaders, generals, scholars, journalists, and everyday citizens who have begun taking action for peace. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7116,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 1, September 2005 Election tool kit and beyond: A foray into the history of public education and John Jessop by Paula Naylor It’s funny how one internet journey can launch a whole other research adventure. It all started with my decision to order Election BC’s Grade Five Election Tool Kit. I planned to adapt it for inclusion in the social studies unit I was creating for my Grade 4s. While parts of the kit have been useful, I was quite disappointed by the sections dealing with the rights of Canadian citizens and B.C. election history. The section that delineates our rights as provided through the Charter of Rights and Freedoms and Canada’s Human Rights Code is prefaced with: "all Canadians are protected by certain rights based on Canada’s tradition of democracy and respect for human dignity and freedom" (p. 24). This statement is misleading when we consider just how many of us have been excluded from voting in B.C. at different times. A comprehensive list is available on the Elections BC web site. Given that women, Aboriginals, Asians, South Asians, Mennonites, teachers (yes, teachers!), and civil servants (yes, them too!) among others have been prohibited from participating in elections in the past, it seems more appropriate that the preface recognize our efforts to create a democracy that truly respects human dignity and freedom by making us all equal partners in the selection of our governing bodies. While the tool kit features a section entitled "Important Dates in BC Election History" (p. 28), sadly, this abbreviated version of the list available on the Elections BC web site fails to mention our embarrassing history of exclusion, making reference only to when women achieved the right to vote. This is indeed unfortunate as it intimates that we should hide (or ignore) the fact that respect and tolerance were hard fought for, not inalienable rights. Our students benefit when we use history to inform the present. It enables them to better prepare for the future. Perhaps more young people would exercise the right to vote if they were aware of its fragile history. It’s too bad the creators of the tool kit didn’t take this into consideration. Luckily, we can access more complete information on their web site, which is where I learned that teachers in B.C. were prohibited from voting or campaigning from 1878 to 1883. That certainly piqued my curiosity. During our class discussion of B.C. election history, my students provided the following theories: (1) teachers already had the privilege of teaching, (2) teachers have a job that’s fun, (3) the government thought teachers weren’t important, (4) the government wasn’t sure teachers had enough experience to vote, (5) the government thought teachers had enough work to do already, and (6) the government thought they’d vote for the things that were best for teachers. Nonplussed, I decided that it warranted further investigation. While intense Googling on my part failed to find any direct reference to what led to the exclusion, my guess is that it has to do with the fact that John Jessop (a teacher who became B.C.’s first provincial superintendent of education) supported the political faction that brought down Premier George Anthony Walkem’s government in a non-confidence motion in 1876. Walkem (whose government had previously passed a statute that denied the vote to Chinese and Aboriginal people in 1874) forced Jessop and the entire Board of Education to resign when he got back in power in 1878 (having regained popular support after defending the arrest of striking Nanaimo miners in 1877!). It appears that Jessop had further incurred Walkem’s ire by forwarding a resolution from the provincial teachers’ convention criticizing proposed changes to the School Act of 1872, which Jessop had helped draft. The government then proceeded not only to amend The School Act, but to abolish the Board of Education as well. Jessop, a proponent for free, non-sectarian education, was earlier involved in what is considered to be Canada’s first teachers’ strike. He and his Victoria teaching colleagues withdrew their services in 1870, after having worked both without pay as well as on reduced pay for previous years due to unremedied education funding shortfalls. Their intent was to press for local school tax bylaws. The tactic failed and Victoria District and Central Schools remained closed for the next two years. In 1872, after numerous unsuccessful bids for the post, Jessop became superintendent of education. During his six-year tenure the public school system experienced expansion and improvements. More schools were built. More teachers were hired. Professional development initiatives were introduced. Structures were put in place to support rural schools. According to Jessop, children "will be just what education or the want of it may make them. With it a majority may grow up respectable members of society, without it many will become inmates of our jails and penitentiaries." That’s certainly food for thought in light of the political climes in which public education has found itself over the past four years. If anyone out there knows anything more about why teachers weren’t allowed to vote, please let me know. Paula Naylor teaches at Queen Victoria Elementary School Annex, Vancouver. Sources Elections BC, www.elections.bc.ca, Dictionary of Canadian Biographies Online, www.biographi.ca, The Homeroom: British Columbia’s history of education web site, www.mala.bc.ca/homeroom. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet ""Everyone laughed when I said I wanted to open a button store" http://t.co/4AVIQWDBfB #smallbiz #entrepreneur" @naomiyamamoto - 06:39pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7116,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 1, September 2005 Election tool kit and beyond: A foray into the history of public education and John Jessop by Paula Naylor It’s funny how one internet journey can launch a whole other research adventure. It all started with my decision to order Election BC’s Grade Five Election Tool Kit. I planned to adapt it for inclusion in the social studies unit I was creating for my Grade 4s. While parts of the kit have been useful, I was quite disappointed by the sections dealing with the rights of Canadian citizens and B.C. election history. The section that delineates our rights as provided through the Charter of Rights and Freedoms and Canada’s Human Rights Code is prefaced with: "all Canadians are protected by certain rights based on Canada’s tradition of democracy and respect for human dignity and freedom" (p. 24). This statement is misleading when we consider just how many of us have been excluded from voting in B.C. at different times. A comprehensive list is available on the Elections BC web site. Given that women, Aboriginals, Asians, South Asians, Mennonites, teachers (yes, teachers!), and civil servants (yes, them too!) among others have been prohibited from participating in elections in the past, it seems more appropriate that the preface recognize our efforts to create a democracy that truly respects human dignity and freedom by making us all equal partners in the selection of our governing bodies. While the tool kit features a section entitled "Important Dates in BC Election History" (p. 28), sadly, this abbreviated version of the list available on the Elections BC web site fails to mention our embarrassing history of exclusion, making reference only to when women achieved the right to vote. This is indeed unfortunate as it intimates that we should hide (or ignore) the fact that respect and tolerance were hard fought for, not inalienable rights. Our students benefit when we use history to inform the present. It enables them to better prepare for the future. Perhaps more young people would exercise the right to vote if they were aware of its fragile history. It’s too bad the creators of the tool kit didn’t take this into consideration. Luckily, we can access more complete information on their web site, which is where I learned that teachers in B.C. were prohibited from voting or campaigning from 1878 to 1883. That certainly piqued my curiosity. During our class discussion of B.C. election history, my students provided the following theories: (1) teachers already had the privilege of teaching, (2) teachers have a job that’s fun, (3) the government thought teachers weren’t important, (4) the government wasn’t sure teachers had enough experience to vote, (5) the government thought teachers had enough work to do already, and (6) the government thought they’d vote for the things that were best for teachers. Nonplussed, I decided that it warranted further investigation. While intense Googling on my part failed to find any direct reference to what led to the exclusion, my guess is that it has to do with the fact that John Jessop (a teacher who became B.C.’s first provincial superintendent of education) supported the political faction that brought down Premier George Anthony Walkem’s government in a non-confidence motion in 1876. Walkem (whose government had previously passed a statute that denied the vote to Chinese and Aboriginal people in 1874) forced Jessop and the entire Board of Education to resign when he got back in power in 1878 (having regained popular support after defending the arrest of striking Nanaimo miners in 1877!). It appears that Jessop had further incurred Walkem’s ire by forwarding a resolution from the provincial teachers’ convention criticizing proposed changes to the School Act of 1872, which Jessop had helped draft. The government then proceeded not only to amend The School Act, but to abolish the Board of Education as well. Jessop, a proponent for free, non-sectarian education, was earlier involved in what is considered to be Canada’s first teachers’ strike. He and his Victoria teaching colleagues withdrew their services in 1870, after having worked both without pay as well as on reduced pay for previous years due to unremedied education funding shortfalls. Their intent was to press for local school tax bylaws. The tactic failed and Victoria District and Central Schools remained closed for the next two years. In 1872, after numerous unsuccessful bids for the post, Jessop became superintendent of education. During his six-year tenure the public school system experienced expansion and improvements. More schools were built. More teachers were hired. Professional development initiatives were introduced. Structures were put in place to support rural schools. According to Jessop, children "will be just what education or the want of it may make them. With it a majority may grow up respectable members of society, without it many will become inmates of our jails and penitentiaries." That’s certainly food for thought in light of the political climes in which public education has found itself over the past four years. If anyone out there knows anything more about why teachers weren’t allowed to vote, please let me know. Paula Naylor teaches at Queen Victoria Elementary School Annex, Vancouver. Sources Elections BC, www.elections.bc.ca, Dictionary of Canadian Biographies Online, www.biographi.ca, The Homeroom: British Columbia’s history of education web site, www.mala.bc.ca/homeroom. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Touring a natural gas drilling rig with @MLA Mike Bernier, and Brian from EnCana http://t.co/AifdJ4H07b" @Teresa_Wat - 06:01pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media jthornthwaite last tweet "MLA @douglas_horne thanking @colemancountry for his work w/ housing for BC @LindaReimerMLA @bcliberals http://t.co/zR6bdVGcRI" @jthornthwaite - 02:03am Follow @jthornthwaite BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/parents.aspx?id=3586,BCTF > Leap into learning  	For parents  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents Advocating for Public Education  Home & School Communication  Hot Topics  Learning Conditions  Presentations for Parents  Reading  Safety at School  Special Education  Supporting Your Child's Learning  For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > For Parents > Supporting Your Child's Learning Leap into Learning Young children who know that reading is fun will be eager to learn. Using pencils and crayons Three and four year olds are interested and ready to draw and colour, and to begin to print letters and numbers. Have materials available: pencils, pencil crayons, crayons paper - scrap paper will do a place to work - a little table at the kitchen counter scissors and glue an alphabet and numbers to copy - try an alphabet place mat or a wall chart Encourage your child to print, draw & colour, and practice drawing simple shapes - circle, triangle, square, rectangle. Encourage correct pencil grip. With practice, children can print their first name by the time they come to Kindergarten. Children love to copy adults. Let your child learn the value of writing by making cards, lists, family name cards, or writing little notes to relatives and family members. Displaying your child's work helps to develop confidence and pride. Letter names and sounds Research shows that children who start school knowing many letter names and their sounds, are likely to be successful readers. Parents and caregivers can help preschoolers to learn letters and sounds by: reading alphabet books singing the alphabet song watching "Sesame Street" and "Between the Lions" together and talking about the focus letters, stories and activities putting an alphabet wall chart in his/her room and talking about the letters together helping your child to notice letters in the world around him/her - restaurant signs, license plates, road signs teaching the letters in his/her name to start with and then moving on to the rest of the alphabet playing with magnetic letters on the fridge making an alphabet book with magazine pictures Playing with sounds and words Awareness of sounds in words and letters is very important in helping your child learn to read and write. The following activities will help to increase your child's awareness of sounds: reads lots of rhyme books and talk about the words that rhyme sing and read nursery rhymes help your child to memorize some favourite nursery rhymes sometimes have your child finish off parts of a rhyme such as "Little Miss Muffet, sat on a ...." playing rhyming games - like words which rhyme with names, food, animals (nonsense words are fine) play I Spy - something that starts with this sound or something that rhymes with... riddles like - I am an animal that rhymes with hat Reading with your child Stories, poems, songs and rhymes all help children to understand themselves and their world better. Parents' attitudes to books If children see adults enjoying reading, they are more likely to see books as enjoyable and useful. Benefits of reading together Sharing books with children is an excellent way to help develop powers of understanding, speech, listening, concentration and observation. All these are important in the process of learning to read. read and re-read from a variety of books every day get books from the library and garage sales, or trade books with friends give books for gifts choose some books which you like and some which will appeal to your child's interests Books When choosing books to read each day, keep in mind that variety is best - just like choices in food. Here are a few suggestions: Alphabet books Chicka Chicka Boom Boom, Dinosaur ABC, Icky Bug Alphabet Word Books Richard Scarry, Sesame Street Nursery Rhymes any variety Folk and Fairy Tales traditional and modern - like Robert Munsch Story Books the sky is the limit - ask your librarian for suggestions Fact and Concept Books "I witness Junior" books, books about animals, transport, the world around us, books of colours, shapes, numbers, opposites Poetry Random House Book of Poetry for Children, books by Dennis Lee, Shel Silverstein Magazines e.g. "Sesame Street", "Chirp", "Ladybug", "Turtle", "Your Big Backyard" – Marie Goody and Helen Middleditch, South Nelson Elementary About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Foster parents are ordinary people engaged in extraordinary acts of kindness. Join the team! http://t.co/6jUkcsOp6V" @Teresa_Wat - 04:31pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/issues/resources.aspx?id=10834&printPage=true,BCTF > Teaching to Diversity resource inventory: Resources – Adaptations  	Untitled Page  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Issues in Education > Inclusive Education > Teaching to Diversity Resources – Adaptations Many practicing Special Education teachers have found that the most effective and efficient “adaptations” are actually teaching strategies embedded right into daily and weekly lessons, learning activities, and assessment practices. All students benefit from these adaptations while providing the extra advantage of not publicly identifying any specific students. Any teaching strategies which incorporate visuals and formatting structures have been proven to be of significant help to learners. Below you will find references and examples of several such strategies that scaffold learning, allowing all students to actively learn and to respond in ways which demonstrate their learning.  Categories: General Graphic Organizers Writing Organizers      General BC Ministry of Education Guide to Adaptations and Modifications, August 2009. Includes chart on final page showing the decision path for developing an individualized education plan. Questions and Answers on the topic of Adaptations and Modifications by Lavana Heel.  This 8-page resource written by a BC teacher answers such questions as: What are the different types of adaptations? Do students who lag behind other students by two grade levels require a modified program? Isn't it cheating to give some students different accommodations or adaptations? Does reading or scribing for a child mean that the subject is modified? ... and many more. Students With Intellectual Disabilities - A Resource Guide for Teachers Ministry of Education Special Education Resouce Guide This resource guide contains practical suggestions for you. It includes information about: the nature of intellectual disabilities, preparing to teach students and sources of support, involvement in the transitions and changes that will occur from K to 12 and beyond, tips for teachers covering a wide range of topics, along with relevant resources and references. Ministry Resource Guide on Adjudications  9 levels of adaptations: Children that learn together, learn to live together  This article outlines the different degrees of adaptations which may be necessary. There is also a PowerPoint presentation from Irene Elliot available at the following site: www.caspwebcasts.org/pdfs/ch068.ppt    A Guide for Developing IEPs for Reading by Dawn Reithaug (2005) Includes lists of phrases for developing goals and objectives, over 300 objectives, lists of practices and adaptations to attach to the IEP, ways to measure progress. $34.95. To order, contact Stirling Head Enterprises dreithaug@shaw.ca. “The Accommodations Book” by Mary Moody and Sheila Suteau, Concepts Inc. Edmonton. Another Canadian reference tool which includes many tried and true strategies that yield huge payoffs in the inclusive classroom. Adaptations are Essential: The Early Years  Adaptations are Essential The Middle Years: Reading  Alphasmart A simple, portable, low cost computer companion with extraordinary battery life. It is great for classroom use for all students. Assistive Technology BC   Assistive Technology BC (ATBC) provides assistive technology resources to make learning and working environments usable for people with disabilities throughout British Columbia. California Distance Learning Project (CDLP) The goal of the project is to enable learners access to adult basic education services in California. Topics to explore include information about family, community and work resources. A user can click on the name of the story or article they want to read or watch a video clip. Davies and Johnson Associates Ltd. A great B.C. site for adapted novel and content area materials. Designing Outcomes - Another Approach  From the book by Anita DeBoer and Susan Fister called Working Together: Strategies for Collaborative Teaching. It is reprinted with the author's permission and was first seen in the Learning Assistance Teachers Association (LATA) Newsletter Volume 5, Number 2, Spring 2000. Another way to plan minimal and adavanced competencies for students Differentiating Instruction: A Modified Concerto in Four Movements by Rick Wormeli Some alternatives to the basic approach of differentiating by teaching slower. “Differentiating Instruction in the Regular Classroom” by Dianne Heacox, Free Spirit Publishing, ISBN 1-57542-105-4 How to reach and teach all learners, Grades 3 through 12. Strategies for changing the pace, level or kind of instructions in response to students’ needs and talents. Teaching in mixed-ability classrooms.  Differentiation first requires the realization that all learners vary in their readiness, interests, and learning profiles.  Teachers can set up classrooms where everybody works toward essential understandings and skills, but uses different content, processes, and products to get there. Differentiation is all about options. ERIC Digests These are short reports (1500-2000 words) that provide a basic overview, plus pertinent references; available from their web site: ERIC directory - www.ericdigests.org/eric-digests.html. E645: Adapting Language Arts, Social Studies, and Science Materials for the Inclusive Classroom (2003)  Great Classroom Accommodations for ADHD Talks about the physical environment of the classroom for children with Attention Deficit Disorder. Inspiration. Software, Inc. Great software for webbing, brainstorming, story planning, research writing. It is supported by BC Government so check the price before you buy. Kurzweil 3000: SET-BC's Trainer of Trainers Program (2003) SET-BC Learning Centre Training module that presents an overview of the features and classroom uses of Kurzweil 3000 software for students who have difficulty with printed material. Includes an overview of Kurzweil 3000 features, skill development checklists, and implementation ideas. Mayer Educational Products Carbonless notebooks are convenient for students who need assistance. Three hole punched perforated sheets tear out easy and ready to put into a 3 ring binder. Mel Levine – “All Kinds of Minds” When general lesson interventions fall short of an individual’s learning needs, there is a wealth of support and help in the Learning Base section of Levine’s website including: 1.Thinking with numbers 2. Mastering the challenges of reading 3. Getting thoughts on paper 4. Developing control over attention 5. Acquiring motor mastery 6. Understanding ideas 7. Producing and communicating ideas 8. Getting organized and having good work habits 9. Learning to relate to others “Orchestrating Academic Success by Adapting and Modifying Programs” by Dawn Reithaug, Stirling Head Enterprises, ISBN 0-9694974-2-3 An excellent book written by a BC educator, including strategies for reading, writing, spelling, math and even assessment. “Organizing Thinking, Graphic Organizers (Book 2)” by Sandra Parks and Howard Black, Critical Thinking Press, ISBN 0-89455-355-0 This book is chock-full of blackline master visual organizers. It also includes prepared lessons in Language Arts, Math, Social Studies, Science, etc. “Pathways to Understanding: Patterns and Practices in the Learning-Focused Classroom” by Laura Lipton and Bruce Wellman, Pathways Publishing, ISBN 0-9665022-0-5 This book clarifies teaching/learning cycles, enhances active learning. It has many useful strategies that enhance active learner participation and also contains visual formats. “Practical Ideas That Really Work for Students With Dyslexia and Other Reading Disorders” by Kathleen McConnell, Gail Ryser, James R. Paton, Pro-Ed Publishing, Austin, Texas Practical strategies to help teachers improve reading skills which impact student’s performance in content areas. (There are other useful books in this series) Self-Advocacy: Accommodations Chart Teaching middle school, secondary and post-secondary students with learning disabilities how to develop self-advocacy skills. Source: LATA Newsletter, Volume 5, Number 2, Spring 2000 “SmartReading” School District No. 40 (New Westminster) 821 8th Street, New Westminster BC V3M 3S9 Telephone 604-517-6240 Fax 604-517-6390 A synthesis of the latest research combined with tried and true strategies that develop both Language Arts and thinking abilities. Active learning and visual formats make this particularly applicable to students with special needs. Teaching Strategies - Nine Types of Adaptations From Adapting Curriculum and Instruction in Inclusive Classrooms: A Teacher's Desk Reference, by Deschenes, C., Ebeling, D., and Sprague, J., 1994. Graphic organizers Samples of graphic organizers KWL, Double Cell Venn, Comparing Venn and Concept Web North Central Regional Educational Laboratory Samples of various graphic organizers including K-W-L-H Technique, the Anticipation/Reaction Guide, Spider Map, Series of Events Chain, Continuum Scale, Compare/Contrast, and much more. Schools in California Online Resources for Teachers (SCORE) Samples of: clustering, chain of events, storyboard, family tree and much more. Time4Teachers.com A collection of over 500 Language Arts and Time Saving blackline masters that can be adapted to suit your individual classroom needs. Write Design Online Graphic Organizers Samples of bridging snapshots, problem/solution outline, T-chart, venn diagram, and much more. The Write Site These graphic organizers will help your students organize their thoughts and plan their writing. Writing organizers  Anita Archer Academic Resources shared with Utah Personnel Development Center on writing and reading instruction.    Updated June 2011   )
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/OpportunitiesForMembers.aspx?id=6402&printPage=true,BCTF > About the online BCTF Curriculum Vitae form  	Opportunities for BCTF Members  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Opportunities for Members > BCTF Committee Postings About the Online BCTF Curriculum Vitae Form The BCTF Curriculum Vitae form is an interactive PDF form. Requirements A recent version of Adobe Acrobat® Reader (8 or above)  For Mac Users:  Safari 5+ or Firefox 3+  do not use Preview; Acrobat Reader is required The following options are available: complete online and submit electronically via e-mail (see Electronic submission below) complete online and save/print for manual submission (see Manual submission below) or submission via fax print for manual completion and submission via fax Form completion: click within a field to fill in tab key may be used to move between fields required fields – the top right field to include an e-mail or fax for receipt confirmation and the Name field are required; if not completed when you click submit, a message will display noting the field that was found empty and form submission will not occur until the field is completed you should also print the completed form for your records Electronic submission: online form submission is via e-mail to bctf-postings@bctf.ca; users must have an e-mail application available in order to submit the form electronically complete and click the Submit button. Detailed email submission instructions are available here. Manual submission: complete online form and save completed form as PDF file send an e-mail to bctf-postings@bctf.ca with the completed PDF form attached Download the BCTF Curriculum Vitae Form here  If you need to obtain the reader, please visit the Adobe Acrobat site. Acrobat and the Acrobat logo are trademarks of Adobe Systems Incorporated. If you have any difficulties please contact the Webmanager. )
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=21532&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > September 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 23, Number 1, September 2010   AGM bargaining survey responses  Christina Wilson, Greater Victoria What would you like to achieve in the next round of bargaining?   respectful and meaningful dialogue between the parties looking forward at the big picture rather than creating band-aid solutions. Most important issues for you?  local bargaining class size and composition—to create realistic goals that improve working/learning conditions for all salary—increase in salary; shortening the grid = getting to the maximum sooner = more money in our pension plans. Doug Smuland, Abbotsford What would you like to achieve in the next round of bargaining?   Ultimately, I hope to see teachers triumph. I believe that there is now a collective understanding that the ongoing underfunding of public education by the BC government will continue unabated, and that it is a part of an insidious and purposeful plan aimed at eroding our working conditions and the past contractual gains made by our membership. What I want is a victory, even if it is measured in inches rather than miles. Most important issues for you?   salary class size and composition salary. Alice Rees, Central Okanagan What would you like to achieve in the next round of bargaining?   A negotiated settlement! Legislated settlements of all previous rounds have not allowed improvements in many outdated aspects of local agreements. Most important issues for you?   benefit improvementsóa harmonized package workload improvementsóall the additional demands on teacher time must be addressed salary improvementsóespecially for our newest members (shortened grid).  )
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=17276,BCTF News Releases  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources   For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development News Release Archives 2014  2013  2012    2011 2010  2009  2008 2007  2006  Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2009 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE January 9, 2009 Statement from BCTF President Irene Lanzinger on Bountiful Arrests  Teachers in BC have called on the provincial government numerous times to take action to protect the women and children of Bountiful. We are pleased to see the attorney general has taken this very important first step and laid charges against polygamous leaders in Bountiful. British Columbians remain concerned about the well-being of Bountiful’s women and children. Previously, the BCTF has called on the provincial government to respond to the persistent and serious allegations of child abuse in this polygamous community. We are still waiting for the government to take definitive action. The BCTF also believes there should be a comprehensive investigation into the community’s two independent schools. These schools have received millions of dollars in public funding from BC taxpayers despite ongoing concerns of sexual, spiritual, ethical, and educational abuse. Teachers have been very concerned about these schools for years because of unacceptable drop-out and graduation rates. Individuals from the community have reported that female students are encouraged to leave school before the age of 16 and they are taught that they need to learn only that which will prepare them for their roles as wives and mothers. The BCTF is also concerned about the treatment of boys who are turned away from school and the community. The reports of exploitation go well beyond polygamy, and it is incumbent upon the government to ensure that all citizens of British Columbia are protected from abuses. The arrests should only be the first step. The government must ensure the women and children of Bountiful are protected. -  30  - For more information, contact Rich Overgaard, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell). Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=23259,BCTF News Releases  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources   For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development News Release Archives 2014  2013  2012    2011 2010  2009  2008 2007  2006  Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2011 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  June 2, 2011 Teachers expect government to respect rights, bargain in good faith, and honour Supreme Court ruling by restoring services to students   One month ago, Education Minister George Abbott announced that government would not appeal the BC Supreme Court ruling on Bills 27 and 28. He appointed Paul Straszak, president and CEO of the Public Sector Employers’ Council, to engage with the BCTF on its repercussions. On Friday afternoon, BCTF representatives will go into their second meeting with Straszuk, at which time they will reiterate their expectations for implementation of the court ruling to restore at least $275 million a year (in 2002 dollars) in funding cuts that were enabled by the unconstitutional legislation. This investment of funding would allow restoration of class-size and composition guarantees and restoration of services to students with special needs, according to BC Teachers’ Federation President Susan Lambert. “We expect government will honour the ruling and work with us to reverse the funding cuts, restore services to students, respect teachers’ bargaining rights, and reinstate collective agreement language. Anything less would demonstrate disrespect for the court, in our view,” Lambert said. In terms of the specific remedies being sought, last week the BCTF’s Representative Assembly passed motions stating: That the remedy for the Bills 27/28 include the necessary new funding to restore and improve services to students, government acknowledgment of all language illegally removed from the collective agreement, and the right to full collective bargaining rights, including the right to negotiate working and learning conditions and hours of work. That any settlement to the Bills 27/28 case be subject to ratification by members. That the Federation not seek remedies for individuals with respect to the Bills 27/28 ruling. “Throughout the court case and now in the remedy process, teachers have fought for our rights and those of our students. Our goal is to improve learning conditions for all students and thereby to improve the quality of public education across BC,” Lambert said. -  30  - For more information, contact Nancy Knickerbocker, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell). Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13526,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 20, Number 1, September 2007 Leadership succession challenges for the BCTF By Royce Shook Over the last few years, there has been a number of concerns expressed by the BCTF about the upcoming shortage of teachers at the same time as there has been a growing concern by the Ministry of Education, the Principals and Vice-Principals Association, and other groups about the lack of teachers who are willing to move into administration. In 2006, the government launched an initiative in response to the "succession challenges" faced by districts, by providing funding to start up a non-profit society with the mandate to develop leadership in the public education sector (Emery Dodsall, June 2007). This growing challenge in leadership succession should be a concern to teachers and to the leadership of the BCTF. The BCTF should be actively promoting and providing teachers who aspire to leadership in education an alternative to becoming administrators. The alternative that should be promoted is being active in the BCTF at the provincial or the local level. The teaching profession needs strong teacher-leaders in schools to advocate for members, children, and parents, to protect our hard won union rights, and to speak for education when the government and school boards are putting more emphasis on the bottom line. Usually leadership is seen to be the mandate of the principal, head teacher, or department head. However, research has shown that teachers can lead in a variety of ways, including committee work, grade, and school levels, and union activity. Katzenmeyer and Moller (2001) defined teacher-leaders as: "teachers who are leaders within and beyond the classroom, who identify with and contribute to a community of teacher learners and leaders, and influence others toward improved educational practice." Many teachers think of union activists as the union representative in the school. However, there are many teachers in schools who are union activists and leaders who may not see themselves as such. Teachers who are active on the school safety committee, the professional development committee, the staff committee, the social committee, and other school-based committees are all union activists. These committees play a vital role in the life of a school, but many teachers do not seem to understand that the right for teachers to be on these committees was won through bargaining by the BCTF and was not given by the employer easily. These important union committees play a role in the welfare of teachers and ultimately in student achievement. As leadership in schools in BC is becoming less centralized, teacher-leaders are assuming increased responsibility for leading improvements in teaching and learning. An important element in teacher leadership is the ability to influence the practice of others. Through union committees teacher-leaders influence the practice of others. York-Barr and Duke (2004) identified a number of studies that directly examined the effects of teacher leadership on students. One, a qualitative study of three elementary schools, reported a positive effect on students learning because of the influence teacher-leaders had on the instructional practices of their colleagues. By working with other like-minded professionals, teachers build their own understanding of their pedagogy. In addition, working on union committees gives teachers the opportunity to provide leadership while building and strengthening personal and professional qualities such as: enthusiasm, commitment, and passion communication skills reflective, reflexive practices leadership capabilities and collaborative skills in-depth specialized knowledge. Developing teacher leadership is an important role of the BCTF. Leadership is not just for the administrative team; leadership can be shown by a variety of members of a school community. When teachers think of leaders they may think about positional leaders who are given their leadership and influence through formal authority. However, other types of leaders within the school are personal leaders who are informal leaders and who lead by nature of their personal or professional position. Teacher-leaders usually are personal leaders. Teacher-leaders primarily focus on leading and improving teaching and learning practices. If we are to continue to have a strong and teacher-centred union, the BCTF should be considering its own programs on how to develop future teacher-leaders. The opportunity to develop and show leadership, in the classroom and on union committees, helps build teachers morale, self-esteem, self-efficacy, work satisfaction, and retention. I encourage young teachers to become union activists and leaders through involvement in school-based committees, and I encourage the leadership of the BCTF to consider building programs that help our teachers become better leaders. The need for continuing strong leadership in the BCTF is too important to be ignored. Royce Shook, a retired Surrey teacher, is currently a Surrey TOC. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=18292&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 6, April 2009  Teach outside the box By Larry Kuehn Teachers in British Columbia are not alone in opposing standardized testing. Expanding testing has become a tool used globally to control from a distance what is happening in classrooms. Teacher autonomy to choose the best methods of assessment for a particular class of children, or a particular student, is threatened by these developments. However, the good news is that resistance is growing to the distortion of education by standardized testing. Researchers and union officers from 13 countries around the Americas came together in February in Mexico City to share their experience and analysis of standardized testing. The BCTF International Solidarity program was one of the funders that facilitated this international examination of testing issues. The workshop was called “To Teach Outside the Box.” The box is the way that standardized testing is used to narrow curriculum and limit the ability of the teacher to shape instruction in ways that recognize the diversity in our classes. Through country reports, the group found a high level of similarity between what was happening in all the countries of the Americas, from Argentina in the south to Canada in the north. Despite working in different countries with different cultural traditions, languages, and social and economic contexts, increased standardized testing is the reality. This similarity in experience leads to the question of how this commonality is produced. The researchers from Latin America are clear on the mechanism. It is the World Bank and its regional affiliate, the Inter-American Development Bank, that impose the requirement of standardized testing as a condition of loans for education. For those of us in Canada, one factor is the spillover from the testing mania that has consumed public schools in the United States through the No Child Left Behind Act. The Fraser Institute and the rest of a chain of right-wing think tanks have also had an impact on public understanding. They have confused the public into thinking that the quality of education can be determined by standardized tests and a market approach of ranking schools. Everywhere, computer technology contributes to the expanded testing as it becomes cheaper and cheaper to collect data and “mine” it. As two researchers, Johnsen and Taylor, have noted, “accountability systems are ultimately the power of this technology used by the experts to insure the compliance by teachers and students. The expert beyond the classroom—hierarchically superior to the teacher—manipulates the system to control for improved test scores.” While the phenomenon of increased standardizing testing has grown, resistance has grown with it. And some teacher unions are looking at going beyond resistance to trying out alternatives to testing. Some of the resistance is at the level of ideas. The “Outside the Box” workshop framed the choices that face public education. It said “Standardized testing is based on not recognizing the cultural, ethnic, gender, and social diversity of our peoples….We are not expecting, nor do we want, for students to be turned into standardized ‘products.’ We want to enrich them with education and turn them into powerful individuals at the service of the society they belong to.” The resistance of others has taken a very concrete form. BC teachers, of course, voted to boycott the administration of the Foundation Skills Assessment (FSA) and carried out a campaign to encourage parents to withdraw their children from the assessment. In Los Angeles, teachers refused to give a district-wide exam that was a part of the testing regime that sees even Kindergarten students being tested for more than 30 hours during the school year. The Alberta Teachers’ Association engaged in a campaign of lobbying the members of the legislature to eliminate the Grade 3 exam, the equivalent of the Grade 4 FSA test in BC. Amazingly, the legislature passed a motion calling for an end to mandatory testing of Grade 3 students. The motion was moved by a Conservative MLA—who is a former teacher. A teachers’ union in Argentina has created a project to develop alternatives to standardized testing. They got approval from government to work with about 20 schools. These schools are excluded from the government tests and union researchers are working with teachers on other ways of evaluating how well the schools are doing. The hope is to expand an alternative approach to all schools after the pilot projects. In one state in Mexico, the teachers were so opposed to the testing coming from the federal ministry of education that they blocked the truck delivering the tests. Seven primary and intermediate teachers in Korea were fired for giving parents and students the option of not taking standardized tests. They said the tests “create unnecessary competition among students” and impose “a heavy, stressful burden.” Education International (EI), the global teacher union organization, has supported these Korean teachers. The EI General Secretary Fred Van Leeuwen said that, “Teachers have a professional right and duty to speak out about testing regimes they believe to be harmful.” That’s a message that applies not just to Korea, but everywhere. Larry Kuehn is director of the BCTF’s Research and Technology Division.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/BCTFNews.aspx?id=21891&printPage=true,BCTF News, Vol. 16, No. 4, January 2011  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Newsletters and Alerts > BCTF News > 2010-11 Archives BCTF News Teachers Working Together for Quality Public Education   Volume 16 No. 4 January 2011  Table of Contents Bargaining about to begin  FSA begins  BC College of Teachers' report  Canada close to the top in international comparisons  "All together now"  BC's poor record on the student-educator ratio (SER)  Ministry spins class-size report  Bargaining about to begin Approximately one month from now, bargaining for a new collective agreement begins. Both local and provincial tables must open no later than March 1, 2011. The BCTF is pursuing a significant change in approach that seeks to re-establish meaningful bargaining at the local level. Only four items will remain at the provincial table-salary, benefits, hours of work, and paid leave. All other items will be negotiated at local tables. As expected, the employers' representative, BCPSEA (British Columbia Public School Employers' Association) has not been receptive to the BCTF's strategy and has advised school boards not to participate in local negotiations on the grounds that they have no resources and are no match for the highly organized local union. Nevertheless, a number of locals are already pushing ahead with their boards on the recognition that improvements of many items would be of mutual benefit. A somewhat surprising and hopeful development is the invitation extended by BCPSEA to the BCTF President Susan Lambert, to attend its annual general meeting of trustees at the end of January. She will have the opportunity to address the meeting on our bargaining plan and objectives, and to talk directly to trustees and senior management about the reasons behind our desire to return to local bargaining and the benefits to both parties. It is almost two decades since locals had the opportunity to update items that have become "stale," and to revise and enhance provisions to more adequately address today's teaching environment. Over the last decade, BC teachers' salaries have continued to fall further and further behind those of other teachers in Canada as have benefits and prep time provisions along with the loss of contractual class-size and composition limits. Success in negotiations, both locally and provincially, is going to be dependent on the commitment of members to be involved in all the meetings and events that will be part of the upcoming round. Further information is contained in the Jan./Feb. edition of Teacher at bctf.ca/newsmag. FSA begins The FSA administration period begins January 17 and ends February 25. The BCTF has distributed three pamphlets to locals (also available online) that teachers are encouraged to send to parents, through students, in accordance with a protocol established between the BCTF and BCPSEA. Testing? You bet, What parents need to know (Foundation Skills Assessment) and What Parents need to know : Dear Parents withdrawal letter are designed to promote thoughtful consideration and discussion about the purpose and need for testing and assessment. The BCTF is unwavering in its opposition to the FSA and the manner in which tests are overused and misused by groups like the Fraser Institute and are urging parents to withdraw their children from the three FSA tests. Teachers have been reminded not to participate in the field testing, the writing of items, or marking of the FSA. In a last ditch effort to shore up support for the controversial testing regime, Education Minister Margaret MacDiarmid, issued an open letter to parents of Grade 4 and 7 students. In it, she made numerous points with which teachers strongly disagree. Contrary to the minister's statement, the FSA tests do not help students learn or teachers teach, nor do they give parents any valuable information about their children's progress. Instead, they take valuable time and much-needed resources away from the classroom and undermine teachers' ability to provide meaningful learning experiences for all students. For more materials on the FSA, go to bctf.ca/fsa.aspx. BC College of Teachers' report Just prior to the holiday period the table officers of the BCTF met with the Minister of Education Margaret MacDiarmid to express concern over the biased nature of a report prepared for government on the functioning of the BC College of Teachers. The report implies that the BCTF has sought to influence the outcome of disciplinary hearings and that the involvement of the union through elected councillors has prevented the college from serving the public interest. No credible evidence is presented to support these assertions and the BCTF is clear that it has never, and would never, seek to interfere in discipline cases and that as teachers and as a profession, we take very seriously the safety and well-being of students. The minister stated that she would be hearing from all the partner groups concerning the future of the college before any decision was made in respect of its future. Given the present uncertainty about the provincial government, it is unlikely that further action will be taken until a new leader is confirmed. Canada close to the top in international comparisons The latest Programme for International Student Assessment (PISA) survey, administered under the auspices of the OECD (Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development) shows Canadian students are performing close to the top in all three assessment areas. The survey is based on the results of two-hour tests sat by nearly 500,000 15-year-olds. The findings show that in mathematics, science, and reading, Canada keeps company with Shanghai-China, Finland, Hong Kong China, Singapore, New Zealand, and Japan with students scoring significantly above the OECD average. The report includes a condemnation of some countries' efforts to increase competition between schools, as in the UK. "Countries that create a more competitive environment in which many schools compete for students do not systematically produce better results." John Bangs, of London University's Institute of Education said: "The key to success-in places like Shanghai-is collaboration, not competition." The full report is found at: www.pisa.oecd.org  "All together now" The BCTF has endorsed a tax fairness campaign launched by the National Union of Public and General Employees (NUPGE). "We are campaigning at a national, provincial, and local community level to make the case for properly funded, high quality public services." For almost a decade, the BC Liberal government has attempted to govern BC without a commitment to a long-term strategy for generating adequate revenue to run the province. Instead, the Liberals have imposed new taxes without public consultation and have cut taxes whenever they thought they needed to buy support. At the summit of the Coalition to Build a Better BC held October 30, 2010, in downtown Vancouver, quality public services and tax fairness was the focus of the day-long meeting of about 60 coalition members. "We're here today to talk about what kind of services we need in this province and how we pay for it," said BC Federation of Labour president Jim Sinclair. "We must build a movement in this province that's going to tackle this issue and put it on the political agenda." For more information, and to sign on to the campaign visit: http://alltogethernow.nupge.ca/take-action  BC's poor record on the student-educator ratio (SER) The October 2010 report of The Canadian Index of Wellbeing contained clear evidence that BC is alone in recording a worsening in the student-educator ratio (16.9 in 1997 and 16.6 in 2007) and continues to have the highest (more students per educator) SER. As a result, the gap between BC and other provinces has widened over the past 15 years from a 1 to a 2 point difference. Canada's average improved from 15.9 to 14.7. Given that the education system is regulated by provincial ministries, these provincial differences in trends and absolute numbers with respect to SERs reflects provincial differences in political and social priorities and policies. It will be interesting to see whether the provincial differences in SER are parallel to other indicators of children's wellbeing. Child poverty rates in BC for example, are also the highest in the country. The full report can be found at: http://tinyurl.com/2bwsfql  Ministry spins class-size report Contrary to what the ministry tries to claim in its latest report on class size, the numbers have actually increased. The ministry reports that 3,627 classes have more than 30 students, but fails to report that this is an increase of 12.3% over last year's total of 3,229 oversized classes. The average class size both at the Kindergarten level and in secondary schools has gone up: This year the average Kindergarten class size is 18.3 students, up from 17.8 last year. This year the average size of classes in Grades 8 through 12 is 25.1, up from 24.8 last year. The number of classes with more than three students with special needs has showed a dramatic increase. There are 12,240 classes with four or more students with IEPs, which represent 18.9% of all classes in the province and an increase from 11,959 last year. "How can these numbers possibly justify that headline?" said BCTF President Susan Lambert. "It's extremely distressing to see the ministry spinning a story that is so fundamentally at odds with the difficult reality in large and complex classroom situations throughout BC." See this month's edition of Did You Know for further details.  )
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13722,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 1997 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 10, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 1997 Emotional Nutrition by Jim World Volumes have been written over the past 20 years about the quality and quantity of food we require. Assuming then, that in response to that information, we are eating properly, taking care of that part of our nutrition, we should now give some attention to our emotional nutrition. Our emotional intake, and how we process that intake, is just as important as, if not more important than, how we deal with food in terms of our short- and long-term health. We need to be vigilant as to the emotions we are internalizing. At Camp Winnamucka or some such place, the motto is “Sound Mind, Sound Body… take your pick!” Having focussed on the sound body, we now need to find some way of integrating the two. The only real attention we have paid to the sound mind/sound emotions part of our lives is in acknowledging the effects of stress. Despite a number of well-presented stress-management workshops over the past decade, and despite my best intentions to act on that information, I was still working as hard, and the only concrete difference was that I had a few more ENYA CDs in my collection. Over the past couple of years, I have been trying to build up my emotional immune system by regular and directed exposure to situations that generate positive emotions and an equally directed effort to minimize situations that generate negative emotions. You don’t have to slip into avoidance and denial; you just have to pay attention to what your emotional self is being exposed to. Society has been feasting on cognitive and emotional junk food for far too long and it has made us ill. Good emotional nutrition begins, I think, with attending to an addiction to misery. For example, I used to watch the BCTV news every evening. Now, with the exception of the weather and sport that can sometimes be misery too), I generally switch over to reruns of Frasier. I do want to know what is happening in my community and in the world. But to me, listening to the recorded telephone messages of the Abbotsford killer is the emotional equivalent of drinking a quart of turkey gravy. Neither is necessary, and both of them are bound to leave one feeling ill. Maybe with all the potential cable channels, it’s time for GNN, the Good News Network, where they just skim the bad news and then do in-depth analyses of all the good things happening in the world. In a further effort to avoid misery, I’m becoming more careful as to which meetings I attend. If one is likely to turn into a giant “bitch fest,” I don’t go. The second key to good emotional nutrition is large and regular servings of humour. Humour is emotional echinacea. It provides an emotional boost, establishes a balance, and often teaches us something. I can go for days on one good episode of “This Hour Has 22 Minutes.” An increasing body of research points to the emotional and physiological benefits of laughter and humour and reinforces their being an essential element in our emotional diet. The third basic element of good emotional nutrition is in life-affirming activities. The normal process of life places in our path experiences that can leave us feeling bitter, powerless, and depressed. To counteract, and to prepare for these experiences, we need to consciously and directly create and maintain activities and relationships that feed the inner self with encouragement, validation, support, and joy. By making some good decisions in our personal and professional lives, we can promote a healthy emotional environment that fosters good emotional nutrition and good emotional health. So, abstain from misery, feast on humour and follow a path in life that regularly leads you to good people having a good time. Jim World teaches at Columneetza Senior Secondary School in Williams Lake. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140925,www.familiesfundingteachers.ca,http://www.familiesfundingteachers.ca/?cat=1&paged=4,Uncategorized | Families Funding Teachers | Page 4 Families Funding Teachers Because the BC Liberals won't Skip to content About Why Support BC Teachers? Donate Educate Advocate Communicate Category Archives: Uncategorized ← Older posts Newer posts → @ChristyClarkbc’s teacher “talking points” breach credibility zone Posted on September 8, 2014 | Comments Off Comments Off Posted in Uncategorized #HatersGonnaHate but @FamiliesFunding spreads the love Posted on September 7, 2014 | Comments Off Here at FamiliesFundingTeachers we get love letters. Here are some: “My wife and I are teachers in the Surrey School District, and are starting to feel the financial pinch.  We are not asking for donations, but merely wanted to say how pleased we are that parents are becoming active in supporting teachers.  We really do work hard, and at times I am really disheartened by the horrible posts on some of the new forums.  I keep thinking people don’t value public education anymore.  Your group has helped me and my wife in this difficult time by lifting our spirits.  I hope more parents can do what your group is doing.  Thanks so much!” ~ Paul “Dear BC Teachers, First, thank you all for your brave and principled stand on behalf of the kids in this province! As someone who teaches at university, I get to see the ‘end product’ of your hard work. It definitely seems that class sizes and their compositions in the school system are not functioning well.” ~Nilima “Thank you for supporting teachers in these difficult times :)” ~ Masoud “A huge thank you for setting up the ‘families funding teachers’ website. We were talking about the need for this and then we heard about your site through CBC news today. We’ve just donated $320 – the government promised $40 a day for our two children for this week. And as a next step we’ll be promoting your site to our community list serve!” ~ Jayne & Jason “I just wanted to say it isn’t just families on your side! A lot of single, young people support educations and teachers too–keep up the good work and keep up the fight for your rightfully earned money. Most people don’t realize how hard being a teacher is–but such realities aren’t lost on everyone :)” ~Mike “I just wanted to say thank you so much for your support! It means so much to have the public understanding the reasons for the strike and fighting back against the government’s push to a privatized education system.” ~Claire “Thank you sincerely for doing something to defend public education from purposeful legislative erosion by those that, for the most part, don’t use or need the service. The education of the next generation of people -ALL people- is majorly important.  Social evolution depends on it. Keep spreading the love! Again, my sincerest thanks!” ~Jason “What a courageous thing you have done!!  It takes guts to do what you’re doing (I’m sure you’ve encountered a lot of opposition) and on behalf of all teachers, thank you from the bottom of my heart!!” ~Christine Comments Off Posted in Uncategorized BC Teachers Strike: A History Lesson Posted on September 7, 2014 | Comments Off Comments Off Posted in Uncategorized #ThousandsNotHundreds@BCFEDrally Posted on September 6, 2014 | Comments Off Comments Off Posted in Uncategorized ← Older posts Newer posts → Search for: Recent Posts Who Dat, Who Dat? @BCTF! Rocky Mountain Flatbread Co. & Bandidas <3 Teachers! #MacGyverADeal #MulletOfJustice Ask an MLA: Tough Questions from Citizens Needed #AllAboutTheKids Vancouver SuperRally for Arbitration – TOMORROW! Bandidas donates $2,441.25 to @FamiliesFunding #TeachersHeartParents How can BC afford quality public education? Easy #PotsandPansforPublicEducationRally #MulletOfJustice #LoveLettersFromTeachers @ChristyClarkbc’s teacher “talking points” breach credibility zone #HatersGonnaHate but @FamiliesFunding spreads the love BC Teachers Strike: A History Lesson Take Action! Attend a Rally MLA Playdate Buy a t-shirt! Donate to BC Teacher Food Bank Drive Rally for Change 10 Things You Can Do Sign A Petition Put Children First Premier Clark, Negotiate with teachers Creative Commons This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 2.5 Canada License Visit BCTF Link Love Vancity supports BC Teachers I Support BC Teachers We Support BC Teachers Famous Actors Support BC Teachers BC Businesses Support BC Teachers BC Federation of Labour supports BC Teachers Resources A Fair Deal Better Schools for BC Protect Public Education Now What the Ministry of Education Doesn't Say Why Teachers are Striking Proudly powered by WordPress. Theme: Coraline by WordPress.com.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "Gr8 event honoring Taiwan ROC w many friends @douglasbing @marvinhunt4bc @KerryLynneFindl @mhlchiu26 @prairiechinois http://t.co/85TUCQsbrI" @John_Yap - 05:40pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "October is #FosterFamilyMonth. Thank you #BC for opening your homes and hearts to more than 5,900 children and youth." @John_Yap - 11:14pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=10026&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 3, Jan./Feb. 2003 Education must be accessible to all by Murray Warren At the end of all IRPs is Appendix C: Cross-curricular Interests, which includes issues such as gender equity, racism, special needs, and Aboriginal issues. That appendix served two purposes: it was used to screen the drafts of the IRPs to ensure they reflected and were consistent with the principle of equitable access for all students, and it was intended to guide teachers, as they planned and implemented curriculum, to ensure that those issues were attended to in their teaching. Missing were the issues of sexual orientation and gender identity. In 1999, after repeatedly asking different ministers of education why those issues were omitted and failing to receive a response, my life partner and I filed a human rights complaint against the minister for refusing to include sexual orientation and sexual identity as cross-curricular interests. In its attempt to dismiss the complaint, the ministry claimed that the B.C. Human Rights Commission had no jurisdiction in the matter, that my partner and I did not represent a discernable group of people as defined by the Human Rights Act, and that the curriculum did not constitute a service customarily available to the public. Finally, in June 2000, then Deputy Minister of Education Charles Ungerleider wrote to all superintendents and principals in the province, announcing that as the IRPs went through the revision process, Appendix C would be removed. The commission rejected all the ministry’s defence attempts, found we had a legitimate complaint, and forwarded it to a Human Rights Tribunal for adjudication. The tribunal will take place over three weeks in February 2003. To date, three IRPs have been revised, and Appendix C has been removed from them all. Whether or not teachers paid much attention to the directive of Appendix C, the ministry itself believed it was important enough to include it in all the IRPs, ostensibly because it believed the principles of equity, inclusion, and recognition of oppressed minorities needed to be reflected in the curriculum documents. Now that the appendix is being systematically removed, what does that say about the ministry’s commitment to those principles? How does the ministry now intend to ensure that those very important ideas are embedded in and woven throughout the curriculum? Since lodging this complaint, I have repeated to all ministers of education (Paul Ramsay, Penny Priddy, Joy McPhail, and Christy Clark) that we will gladly drop the complaint if the ministry will meet three conditions: reinstate Appendix C, include sexual orientation and gender identity as cross-curricular interests, and declare that sexual orientation, gender identity, and same-sex families are not, in the ministry’s official view, "sensitive issues." None has agreed to those requests. At its November meeting, the Social Justice Advisory Committee unanimously supported two resolutions to the Executive Committee: "That the BCTF intervene in the human rights complaint (Warren/Cook) against the Ministry of Education to be heard at the B.C. Human Rights Tribunal in February 2003," and "That the Executive recommend to the 2003 AGM that the Ministry of Education restore the Cross Curricular Interest Appendix C to the new and revised IRPs and that one of the Cross Curricular Interests be sexual orientation." If, as it claims in the Introduction to Appendix C, the Ministry of Education wants to ensure that education in British Columbia is relevant, equitable, and accessible to all learners, how can it, in all conscience, justify the total removal of the cross-curricular interests so as not to have to include sexual orientation and sexual identity? What message does it send to the students of this province about how truly committed we are to ensuring that each and every one of them is welcomed and valued in our schools? Murray Warren teaches at Blakeburn Elementary School, Coquitlam and is a member of the BCTF’s Social Justice Advisory Committee.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8948&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, Number 2, November/December 2003 President’s message During the last week of October, 250 Maple Ridge teachers held a "rally in the valley" to protest their school board’s decision to insist on deducting their $90 college fees—despite signed letters from 85% of the local members revoking their authorization to do so. Teachers wore placards with messages such as, "Not my college, not my fee." At the board meeting later in the evening, some colleagues even taped signs saying "No voice" across their mouths to protest attempts to silence them—and all of us—on fundamental issues of unionism and professionalism. Their gesture is symbolic of the feelings of teachers across the province, many of whom see signs both large and small that government aims to make sure that our voices are not heard. The worst example, of course, is "Christy’s College" itself. With nothing but government appointees on board, we can be sure it will never veer off of the minister’s set path. After all, this is the group that passed "Standards for the Education, Competence, and Professional Conduct of Educators" without ever talking to teachers. Another example took place at a news conference in Surrey, at which Premier Campbell and Education Minister Clark were to speak. On ministry orders, representatives of the BCTF and the Surrey Teachers’ Association were refused access to the news conference and ordered off school property. A less serious, but no less illuminating example can be found on the Ministry of Education’s web site. From the home page, a visitor can access dozens of links to education groups from A to Z, but not to the BCTF’s award-winning site. The B.C. Chamber of Commerce is there, but there’s no mention of the B.C. Teachers’ Federation except in the list of members of an advisory committee. Why would government stoop to such petty political games like kicking teachers out of a news event and removing a link to our web site? Precisely because teachers are refusing to be silenced, and parents are hearing our message. Indeed, recent polling showed that 77% of British Columbians share our belief that teachers should form a majority on the college council. What’s more, visitors to www.bctf.ca can find a wealth of information to help them speak up about the issues too! Neil Worboys)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=25442&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > March 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 5, March 2012   Book review: The good life of teaching? An ethics of professional practice By Patrick Kenney   Chris Higgins, Wiley-Blackwell, 2011 The profession of teaching has always been understood as an altruistic undertaking, one in which men and women selflessly give of themselves to enrich the lives of others. In common with the other so-called ‘helping professions,’ teaching is seen as a calling that pivots on the twinned notions of self-denial and duty. From the first days of teacher education to retirement, the unvarying message directed at teachers is that of subordinating oneself in the service of others. For teachers, the “other” (in essence, the child) is always front and centre. Rewards that the teaching profession may bring to a teacher include inspiring students, observing their educational progress, and performing diligently those duties that their professional role demands. The teacher is always consigned to the role of the self-denying public servant in the service of a noble, higher calling, one which must always trump the teacher’s own sense of self. Chris Higgins thinks that society needs to re-conceptualize this understanding of the teaching life, and acknowledge that teachers have personal interests and needs that, when fulfilled, enhance the act of teaching. In The Good Life of Teaching, Higgins articulates a way in which teachers can reconcile both concern for others while pursuing their deepest values and conceptions of self-fulfillment. Higgins wants the practitioner to think of “teaching as itself an ongoing conversation with the world” (12). It is this conversation that sustains a teacher’s on-going self-cultivation. Higgins is working within a neo-Aristotelian tradition of virtue ethics, and maintains that “Restoring to its central place the question of the flourishing of the practitioner is the first step in constructing a virtue ethics of teaching” (10). His fundamental strategy is to retrieve an older, more fruitful form of ethical deliberation. He follows Bernard Williams’ distinction between ethics and morality, arguing that modern conceptions of morality, whether Kantian or utilitarian, are incapable of addressing the central ethical questions: Who should I be? How should I live? What constitutes human flourishing? In brief, moral theory lacks the conceptual resources to address the Socratic question, “What is the good life and how can I best achieve it?” This constricted conception of the normative domain is what Williams calls “morality,” while “ethics” is the name he reserves for the older and broader tradition of thinking about such normative questions. Because morality fails to address the question of how, ideally, one should live a life, it is myopic, focusing on “what it is right to do rather than on what it is good to be” (Higgins quoting Charles Taylor, p. 21). Moreover, a single concept has come to dominate moral thinking, that of obligation, a development that impoverishes our vocabularies of “admiration and disdain” (27). The author faults morality for its “distortion of practical reasoning, its convolution of moral psychology, and its drastic collapse of the richness and range of ethical considerations into the black hole of obligation” (31). Higgins argues that an older, eudaimonistic system of classical ethics, where “our moral sources lie outside of us” (32), provides a richer moral psychology, one that better comports with the ethical dimensions of life as we experience it. Whereas morality places all deliberations on a Procustean Bed of obligation, the ethical conception understands life “as inevitably tragic in the sense that we are constantly confronted with choices, choices in which something good will be left undone” (28). And while both morality and ethics afford rationality a central place, it is only ethics that views reason substantively, rather than merely procedurally. Ancient conceptions of reason involve “knowledge of what is good and a perceptual ability to see what those goods might mean in concrete situations” (27). This results in “practical wisdom…letting one’s ideals dictate what is salient in a situation even as one lets the specificity of the situation inform our ideals in ways we could not have anticipated” (27). Drawing on a tradition of substantive ethics allows for an establishment of an “areatic professional ethics,” which is to say an ethics that connects the question of “why practice x (carpentry, nursing, law, teaching, etc.) with the question ‘how should I live?’” (63). Thus can practices be made the site of self-cultivation. Drawing on the work of MacIntyre, Dewey, Arendt, Gadamer, and others, Higgins constructs an ethics of practical life, showing how practical activities in the workplace can provide practitioners with various forms of satisfaction and self-realization. It is the good derived from within the practice itself that allows the practitioner to thrive. If this sounds odd to our ears, it may be because the professions generally, the ‘helping professions’ in particular, are wedded to an altruism so severe that it always borders on asceticism. What…critics of modern morality offer are resources precisely for avoiding this dichotomy between base self-interest and self-sacrifice in the name of others (63). It is the notion of a practical wisdom rooted in the world of work that animates Higgins’ conception of a virtue ethics of teaching. This vision is perhaps best captured in his call for a renewed understanding of teacher education: To conceive of teacher education as a process of ongoing liberal learning about and for education, to organize teacher education around the virtue of practical wisdom, is to call for teachers who will think critically about the social fabric they have been enlisted to renew, teachers who will be able to respond perceptively and flexibly to new situations. The education intellectual, the teacher of practical wisdom, pursues her craft as part of her quest to ‘suck out all of the marrow of life’. In her achieved and on-going self-cultivation, she reminds her students what it means to be an educated person, some of the ways one may solve the dilemmas of self-hood, what it might be worth growing into (278). Higgins has given us a rich starting point for re-conceptualizing the occupation of teaching. By employing the conceptual resources afforded by an older and more fertile conception of ethics, he has shown how teachers, while serving others, might also flourish and discover the good life within the practical, everyday world of their profession.  Patrick Kenney, School of Education, Thompson Rivers University, Kamloops  )
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media last tweet "" @ - 12:00am Follow @ last post "" facebook/ - Jan 1st Like Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141007,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/bcedplan/status/454005873548218368?screen_name=bcedplan&screen_name=bcedplan&id=454005873548218368&id=454005873548218368,BC's Education Plan on Twitter: "Today we celebrate BC's awesome publishers, authors + readers. Happy #bcbookday! http://t.co/fT99soZnCe #books" Twitter Search query Search Twitter Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Language: English Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Have an account? Sign in New to Twitter? Join Today » Sign In Phone, email or username Password Sign in Remember me Forgot password? Already using Twitter via text message? Follow Following Unfollow Blocked Unblock Pending Cancel BC's Education Plan ‏ @bcedplan Apr 9 Today we celebrate BC's awesome publishers, authors + readers. Happy #bcbookday! http://ow.ly/vCvEc  #books Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Retweet 1 2:20 PM - 9 Apr 2014 Don’t miss any updates from BC's Education Plan © 2014 Twitter About Help Ads info Close Flag this media This has already been marked as containing sensitive content. Flag this as containing potentially illegal content. Submit Cancel Learn more about flagging media Dismiss Close Previous Next Close Go to a person's profile Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Close Retweet this to your followers? Cancel Retweet Close Are you sure you want to delete this Tweet? Cancel Delete Close Block Cancel Block Add a location to your Tweets When you tweet with a location, Twitter stores that location. You can switch location on/off before each Tweet and always have the option to delete your location history. Learn more Turn location on Not now Turn off location Close Profile summary Close Your lists Close Create a new list List name Description Under 100 characters, optional Privacy Public · Anyone can follow this list Private · Only you can access this list Save list Close Close Embed this Tweet Add this Tweet to your website by copying the code below. Learn more Hmm, there was a problem reaching the server. Try again? Include parent Tweet Include media Preview Close Sign up for Twitter Not on Twitter? Sign up, tune into the things you care about, and get updates as they happen. Have an account? Sign in » Close Two-way (sending and receiving) short codes: Country Code For customers of United States 40404 (any) Canada 21212 (any) United Kingdom 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM Haiti 40404 Digicel, Voila Ireland 51210 Vodafone, O2 India 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Indonesia 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » See SMS short codes for other countries Close Confirmation)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141006,politics.theglobeandmail.com,http://politics.theglobeandmail.com/bc-teachers-strike/page/3/,B.C. Teachers Strike - Politics Live - News, commentary and analysis from The Globe and Mail's politics team Politics Live Cancel Search 0 new update What you need to know Teachers have ratified the collective agreement between the B.C. Teachers' Federation and their public school employers by a vote of 86 per cent. In most districts, schools will open Monday. The first 14 days of the 2014-15 school year were lost to the strike, as well as the last two weeks of the 2013-14 school year. What's in the agreement? How does it compare to the BCTF's initial proposals? How B.C. teachers have measured up historically Home » B.C. Teachers Strike crowdfunding 3 weeks ago Group solicits donations to send ’5 angry teachers’ to B.C. Liberal fundraiser By Justine Hunter — Victoria Teachers crowdfunding for tickets at BC Liberal event While BC students are still not in classes the BC Liberals are having yet another golf course fundraiser. Since MLA’s and Liberal party members refuse to meet with us to discuss the future of education, we are seeking help to buy a table at the fundraiser to make our voices heard face to face…. Striking teachers are hoping to crash a B.C. Liberal party fundraiser by buying tickets to a party event at a golf course. While the party plans to set up a place for protests to be heard outside, teachers are using an online fundraiser of their own to buy their way inside. “While B.C. students are still not in classes the BC Liberals are having yet another golf course fundraiser.  Since MLAs and Liberal party members refuse to meet with us to discuss the future of education, we are seeking help to buy a table at the fundraiser to make our voices heard face to face,” organizers state on their GoFundMe website. “You can rest assured that the 5 angry teachers who are planning to attend will be happy to share any and all of your valuable concerns with our most trusted leaders.” As of Thursday afternoon, they were close to reaching their $1,000 target. Jillian Stead, a media spokesperson for the B.C. Liberals, said the party is planning to provide an outlet for protest at a fundraiser on Friday in a designated area, but protestors will not be invited out on the golf course. The event isn’t even advertised on the party’s website. Education Minister Peter Fassbender said in an interview that he respects the right of teachers to demonstrate, but added: “I would only hope that it remains respectful. …  It’s unfortunate when it gets out of hand. This is an emotion time for everyone – for me as well. I don’t like where we are. We need to get back to the bargaining table.” UPDATE as of 1:30 p.m. on Friday: The group, in a message posted to the GoFundMe page, says it has reached its fundraising goal: Thank you all so much for your support in our fight to improve public education in BC. In four days, we have surpassed our fundraising goal. YOU ALL ARE AMAZING! We are now closing the draw for the extra seats as of 9am, today, September 12. Winners will be notified soon. Any donations that continue to come in will go to the BCTF Hardship Relief Fund. Thank you! Follow Justine Hunter on Twitter: @justine_hunter bc liberalsbctfcrowdfundingpeter fassbenderprotest Filed under: B.C. Teachers Strike horses 4 weeks ago Horse school: Hands-on learning as B.C. teachers walk picket line (Video) horsesstudentsvideo Filed under: B.C. Teachers Strike education 4 weeks ago Grade 3 student gives up Katy Perry ticket to donate to teachers By Andrea Woo — Vancouver Renzey Rozman, eight, on the picket lines with striking B.C. teachers. Renzey gave up her Katy Perry tickets to donate the $250 to teachers instead. (Photo courtesy Erin Rozman) This is cute: Katy Perry is Renzey Rozman’s favourite singer, and for a long time the eight-year-old Westwind Elementary student had been hoping to go to the pop star’s concert at Rogers Arena in Vancouver. On Tuesday, the day of the show, mom Erin Rozman scoured Craigslist and found a pair of tickets for $250 each. Mom wasn’t exactly thrilled about going herself, but figured she’d treat her daughter. Then a news segment about the B.C. teachers’ strike came on. “Renzey and I had just been on the picket line with [Westwind teachers] for an hour-and-a-half the day before, and she had heard that their strike fund ran out after four days,” Ms. Rozman said in an interview on Wednesday. “She said, ‘Katy Perry is making millions of dollars and the teachers aren’t making any money.’” When Ms. Rozman — herself president of the Douglas College Faculty Association — mentioned the tickets were $250, her daughter asked: “Can we give it to the teachers instead?” “It warmed my heart,” Ms. Rozman said. “My mom is a retired BCTF teacher. I thought, ‘Something I’ve taught has gone through.’ My little social activist. I’m just so proud of her.” The money will go into a hardship fund for teachers facing financial difficulties. * * * * * * * * Thursday, Sept. 11 update: Katy Perry’s team heard about Renzey and hooked her up! On Wednesday night, just two hours before the start of Katy Perry’s second (and last) show in Vancouver, the singer’s manager emailed Renzey. “We heard about your selfless gesture of donating your Katy Perry tickets to benefit your teachers,” the email read. “Since you missed last night’s show, Katy would like to offer you free tickets to her 2nd concert (tonight!) in Vancouver.” Ms. Rozman said her daughter “squealed in delight.” “The artist will call ticket window woman knew Renzey by name and complimented her profusely,” Ms. Rozman said. “It was a night she’ll never forget. “Even from the picket line, those teachers managed to teach a very important lesson — and show one eight-year-old that miracles can happen when people care. What an unexpected and amazing experience.”     Follow Andrea Woo on Twitter: @AndreaWoo educationKaty Perrystudents Filed under: B.C. Teachers Strike what to expect 3 weeks ago What to expect Thursday from B.C.’s teachers’ strike: Why the 99.4% BCTF vote figure is misleading By Mason Wright — Vancouver If you’re looking for information on Thursday, Sept. 18, go here. 99.4% of #bced teachers voted yes to end the strike with binding arbitration. Up to @BCLiberalCaucus to act #bcpoli pic.twitter.com/rmmT0XjzZk — BCTF (@bctf) September 11, 2014 Late Wednesday night, B.C. Teachers’ Federation president Jim Iker stood before TV cameras to report that 99.4% of teachers who voted were in favour of ending the strike if the government would agree to drop proposed provision E-80 and accept binding arbitration. The figure is high, and has been cited often this morning on social media and in news reports. But it’s worth noting that the BCTF represents approximately 41,000 public school teachers, meaning around 10,331 teachers didn’t cast votes. That would put the number of ‘yes’ votes at 30,485, or 74.4% of BCTF members. What to expect Thursday There are no events scheduled from either bargaining group, though teacher picket lines are still up across the province. As always, we’re keeping an eye out for significant events. Reported elsewhere Following news of the BCTF vote, CBC Radio’s The Early Edition interviewed both Mr. Iker and B.C. Education Minister Peter Fassbender on the results and the stalemate that is keeping schools closed. The audio of that interview is below, including a remark from Mr. Fassbender at the 16:40 mark that prompted host Rick Cluff to exclaim: “You’re going to wait till October?” BC’s small businesses are worried about the BCTF strike: CFIB Nearly half of BC small businesses say the teachers’ strike will have a negative impact on their bottom line, according to a new survey.   Follow Mason Wright on Twitter: @thismason bctfcfibjim ikerpeter fassbenderwhat to expect Filed under: B.C. Teachers Strike education 4 weeks ago B.C. teachers vote 99.4% for binding arbitration By Andrea Woo — Vancouver BCTF President Jim Iker speaking a news conference Wednesday night. Members of the B.C. Teachers’ Federation (BCTF) have voted overwhelmingly in favour of binding arbitration — but what does it mean when the B.C. government has repeatedly stated that it’s never going to happen? At a news conference held Wednesday night, BCTF President Jim Iker announced that 99.4 per cent of the union’s membership — that’s 30,490 out of 30,669 — voted yes to binding arbitration. That tosses the ball into the B.C. Liberals’ court, according to Mr. Iker. “Unfortunately tonight, there is a single group of people standing in the way of our schools opening their doors tomorrow,” Mr. Iker said. “The BC Liberals’ refusal to accept binding arbitration is now the only reason children won’t be back in class.” B.C. Education Minister Peter Fassbender, who has described binding arbitration as financially irresponsible, and handing over responsibility to a third party, said Wednesday night’s vote results were “widely expected and understandable.” “We know B.C. teachers want schools re-opened,” he said in a statement. “That is a goal we all share. As we have consistently made clear, binding arbitration would lead to unacceptable tax increases in this case. That’s because the two side remain too far apart on wages and benefits. “The best way to resolve this labour dispute remains at the negotiating table.” And so the stalemate continues. How long can this go on? Will this end in the B.C. government legislating teachers back to work? Maybe. For those interested, here‘s the BCTF’s framework for settlement through binding arbitration. Follow Andrea Woo on Twitter: @AndreaWoo bcedbcpolibctfeducation Filed under: B.C. Teachers Strike education 4 weeks ago The scene at Van Tech By Andrea Woo — Vancouver Drama teacher Ramona Orr makes bannock and chicken soup for striking teachers at Vancouver Technical School. (Andrea Woo/The Globe and Mail) Just a quick post from Vancouver Technical School, where the B.C. Federation of Labour just announced it would be committing $8-million in interest-free loans to the B.C. Teachers’ Federation. (See our earlier post about that.) Lots of support from passing drivers during the event. Lots of honks and shouts of support. I spoke with several picketing teachers and asked how they’ve been getting by financially since the strike began and one said she and her partner, who’s also a teacher, have taken up painting contracts. Another took a construction job. Another said he’s just spending less, and that he doesn’t care if he has to eat beans and rice to stick this out. Another said she’ll be dipping into her line of credit soon. Sure shows their resolve. Follow Andrea Woo on Twitter: @AndreaWoo bctfeducationvancouver Filed under: B.C. Teachers Strike bctf 4 weeks ago B.C. Federation of Labour offers $8-million loan to BCTF, nurses’ union provides cash By Wendy Cox Happening now: BC Federation of Labour commits $8-million in interest free loans to BCTF. Jim Sinclair to speak #bced pic.twitter.com/kpOReXjP2i — Andrea Woo (@AndreaWoo) September 10, 2014 Striking B.C. teachers got a significant financial boost Wednesday from the B.C. Federation of Labour, but it won’t help them receive strike pay. The federation announced its affiliates would contribute $8-million in interest-free loans to the teachers. The money will go into a general hardship fund operated by the B.C. Teachers Federation, whose members can apply for a loan. The province’s 41,000 teachers have not had a paycheque since they walked out of their classrooms in mid-June and there has been no strike pay coming from the union, which has been strapped financially after years of court cases. Jim Sinclair, president of the B.C. Fed, said the loan is an indication of solidarity among workers for the pain teachers are going through. The money was raised from contributions by the largest unions in the province, including some from the private sector. The donations come from the B.C. Government Employees Union, the Hospital Employees Union, International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers, the United Steelworkers, a local of the Canadian Office and Professional Employees Union, the Public Service Alliance of Canada, the Federation of Post Secondary Educators, the Health Sciences Association and Unifor. The B.C. Nurses’ Union, which is not a member of the B.C. Fed, held a separate news conference to announce its support to the striking teachers. The nurses are providing $500,000 as a cash donation – not a loan – toward the teachers’ hardship fund. “We believe this significant sum will help teachers stand strong against a government trying to bleed them dry,” said BCNU president Gayle Duteil in a statement. The BCNU is still in contract negotiations with the provincial government, and Finance Minister Mike de Jong says he is worried that giving in to the teachers’ wage demands would inflate the cost of settling with other public sector unions such as the nurses. Related story: Unions reject B.C.’s ‘me-too’ wage excuse, back teachers “For years teachers have been at the forefront of the struggle to protect public education and have weathered repeated attacks by the B.C. Liberal government on their rights and professional work,” said Irene Lanzinger, secretary treasurer of the federation and a former president of the teachers’ union. “We are here to tell the Premier Clark that the teachers are not alone; the labour movement is standing with them.” On Tuesday, B.C. Hydro workers voted on whether to offer teachers a $100,00 interest-free loan. The scene outside #Vancouver Technical School for BC Fed of Labour #bced announcement pic.twitter.com/y2IjGzqAA7 — Andrea Woo (@AndreaWoo) September 10, 2014 With a report from Justine Hunter in Victoria bctfnursesunions Filed under: B.C. Teachers Strike bctf 4 weeks ago Flag business selling pro-teacher flags for vehicle windows Post by The Flag Shop. bctfpr Filed under: B.C. Teachers Strike what to expect 4 weeks ago What to expect Wednesday from the B.C. teachers’ strike: Teachers to vote on arbitration, and a community march By Mason Wright and Wendy Cox Rally for Public Education in vancouver #bced #bcpoli pic.twitter.com/xL6DzkGPdl — John Lehmann (@JohnLehmann) September 10, 2014 Education Death march. #bced #bcpoli pic.twitter.com/JM2VL1y9X6 — John Lehmann (@JohnLehmann) September 10, 2014 B.C.’s 41,000 teachers have their chance today to vote on whether they should agree to go back to their classrooms as long as the government agrees to binding arbitration in their labour dispute. But the vote was symbolic from the start – in the days before B.C. Teachers’ Federation president Jim Iker proposed the vote Monday, the B.C. government categorically refused the binding arbitration proposal, saying giving up control of the cost of any settlement to a third party is not something the government will consider. As the dispute appears increasingly entrenched, other unions and some businesses are stepping up to help. Today, the B.C. Nurses Union plans a “major” announcement regarding support for teachers. The nurses are next up at the bargaining table and the government has repeatedly indicated any increase in a teachers’ deal beyond its stated parameters could heighten expectations of other unions. The nurses have had their own fractious labour relations with the province in the past, but nurses have an added club in their negotiation arsenal: There aren’t enough of them. 8:15 a.m., East Vancouver A procession for public education hit the streets around Laura Secord Elementary School from 8:15 to 9, with organizers asking participants to walk slowly and wear black “to signify the many losses that public education has suffered.” As pictured above, our John Lehmann was there. 11 a.m., Burnaby The B.C. Nurses’ Union is planning an announcement regarding support for striking teachers. Follow @AndreaWoo for more Happening now: BC Federation of Labour commits $8-million in interest free loans to BCTF. Jim Sinclair to speak #bced pic.twitter.com/kpOReXjP2i — Andrea Woo (@AndreaWoo) September 10, 2014 9 a.m. – midnight, East Vancouver Commercial Drive taco joint Bandidas Taqueria will be donating 100 per cent of profits to Families Funding Teachers. This will occur each Wednesday throughout the work stoppage. 6 p.m., Vancouver David Eby, MLA for Vancouver-Point Grey, holds a meeting for community members on the teachers’ strike at Point Grey Community Church, 3512 West 7th Ave. Teachers will vote, but will the government listen? The B.C. Teachers’ Federation has organized a vote of its members that will take place in time for results to be available Wednesday evening (UPDATE: at 9:30 p.m.). Expect an overwhelming show of support for arbitration. From a BCTF flyer: The teachers of BC have asked the government to enter with us into binding arbitration, the quickest and most fair way to resolve this long and difficult dispute. Teachers will vote on Wednesday, September 10, to approve the end of the strike if the BC School Employers’ Association agrees to the BCTF’s proposal to enter into binding arbitration. Within a couple of days, we could see students and teachers back in classrooms, and families back to their busy fall routines. What’s left out is that it takes two to tango, or at least agree to arbitration, and the province hasn’t moved a centimetre on its position that arbitration will be too costly. With a report from The Canadian Press arbitrationbctfrallyvotewhat to expect Filed under: B.C. Teachers Strike social media 4 weeks ago Former B.C. cabinet minister Geoff Plant tweets 1982 BCTF ad with the comment: Plus ca change? From Vancouver Province, Sept 3, 1982. Plus ca change? #bced #bcpoli pic.twitter.com/AlIhkVtRVx — Geoff Plant (@GeoffreyPlant) September 9, 2014 bctfsocial media Filed under: B.C. Teachers Strike Older posts Newer posts Politics Live is part of The Globe and Mail's Globe Politics Network © Copyright 2014 The Globe and Mail Inc. All Rights Reserved. 444 Front St. W., Toronto, ON Canada M5V 2S9 Phillip Crawley, Publisher)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/IssuesInEducation.aspx?id=21969&printPage=true,BCTF> BC Initiatives and Teachers' Practices  	BCTF > Issues in Education  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Issues in Education > Teaching and Learning in the 21st Century BC Initiatives and Teachers' Practices Many BC teachers are using innovative and exciting 21st century teaching practices to engage their students in learning.  Some are also engaging in reflection and discussion about their evolving teaching approaches and about contexts which might enable or restrict their capacity to innovate.  There are two parts to this section which reflect both practices and context.  The first, 'Factors impacting teacher practices,' frames the teaching practices with discussions about approaches and contexts, while the second, 'BC initiatives and examples of teacher practices,' provides examples of the actual approaches developed. This is an evolving page, which we hope to add to as we learn more about teachers' current innovative practices.  To submit information to be added to this section, please contact: cnaylor@bctf.ca. [For information on the British Columbia Education Plan, click here.] Factors impacting teacher practices How accessible is technology?  Are exams and testing impacting teaching and learning? Building a 21st century educational system is not just about teachers working differently but is also about factors which impact teachers' ability to innovate and build appropriate learning environments for students' needs.  BC Science Teachers Association. (2009). Science 10 provincial final exam: Provincial survey results.   Chapman, A. (2011, February 16). Report from PSA council discussion of 21st century learning - Trends in technology theme. [Memo to BCTF Executive Committee].      BC initiatives and examples of teacher practices BCTF. (2011). Teaching and learning in the 21st century: Teachers lead the way. Canadian Council on Learning. (2007). 21st Century Learning Initiative (Canada) in British Columbia.   Canadian Council on Learning. Evolving education: Learning in the 21st century. 21st Century Learning Initiative (Canada).   Computer-Using Educators of BC (CUEBC). (2013). de Haan, J. (2011, October 3). Errin Gregory, Gold Trail School District. Technology with Intention.   Errin Gregory's blog, Just a Thought...   Ekdahl, M., Farquharson, M., Robinson, J., & Turner, L. (2010). The points of inquiry: A framework for information literacy and the 21st century learner. Vancouver: British Columbia Teacher-Librarians' Association.     Hyslop, K. (2011, November 15). Schools of the future, today. The Tyee. Naylor, C., et al. (2008). 'My teaching took off sideways': The unexpected impact of SMART Boards(TM) and the emergence of a professional learning community within an elementary school. Vancouver: British Columbia Teachers' Federation.   Ruralteachers.com. (2011, June 2). Growing Innovation Grants 2011 (Information about BC Ministry of Education program). [Blog post]. South Kamloops Secondary School. (2011). SKSS SIP [School Improvement Plan] 2011-2014 Collaborative Blog. Special Education Association of BC. [Differentiated Instruction Wiki]. (2010). BC schools designed in part for self-regulated personalized learning Caulfeild Elementary School, West Vancouver - IDEC (Inquiry based Digitally Enhanced Community). Frances Kelsey Secondary School, Mill Bay. Rossland Secondary School blended learning. Thomas Haney Secondary School, Maple Ridge. Yale Secondary School (Abbotsford) robotics engineering program. Pacific School of Innovation and Inquiry (Victoria) - private high school What's Different? What's the Same?  PSII was founded by Jeff Hopkins, the former Superintendent of the Gulf Islands School District. Hopkins has worked closely with John Abbott's 21st Century Learning Initiative, and contributed a chapter to that organization's 2014 publication, Battling for the Soul of Education.  Multiliteracies  The Multiliteracy Project: A research collaboration of students, educators and researchers. Vancouver: University of British Columbia. Byng Arts (MIEN 8): The Shakespearean Sonnet through Multimodal Analysis  Picture Communication Symbols: A Multiliteracies Research Project  Visuals, technology and social responsibility: First steps and reflections from elementary school teacher researchers )
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=28548&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 25, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 2012   Celiac disease and school-aged children  By Shirley Bond  My daughter, now entering Grade 12, was diagnosed with celiac disease (CD) while in Grade 3. Until high school, we met with teachers each September to explain the condition and what it meant for her in the classroom. It was always very reassuring for my daughter when a teacher acknowledged a basic understanding of CD and how it could impact her at school.   What is Celiac disease?  Celiac disease (CD) is an inherited autoimmune disease in which a person cannot tolerate gluten. Gluten is a protein found in wheat, barley, and rye. Oats are also excluded due to contamination during growing and processing. When a person with CD eats gluten it inflames the villi, which are tiny finger-like projections that line the small intestine and grab nutrients as they pass through. This inflammation stops the absorption of nutrients including proteins, fats, vitamins, and minerals such as iron, calcium, and folate, leading to serious health problems. CD is thought to affect 1 in 100 in North America, yet 97% have not been diagnosed. First-degree relatives of a person with CD have a 1 in 20 chance of developing it. CD testing is also recommended for those with T1 diabetes, thyroid disease and Down syndrome because they have a higher risk. Symptoms and testing  Attendance at school may be an issue for undiagnosed or untreated children. Common symptoms in children are fatigue, inability to focus, abdominal cramps and bloating, diarrhea (may include urgency and frequent bathroom requests), anemia, constipation, poor growth, dental enamel defects, delayed puberty, and irritability. Dermatitis Herpetiformis is a skin form of CD characterized by a blistering and itchy skin rash. Symptoms of CD can develop at any age, but diagnosis may take years as symptoms are often confused with other conditions such as allergies, irritable bowel syndrome, lactose intolerance, chronic fatigue, or stress. Diagnosis is made by a simple blood test, usually followed by an intestinal biopsy. The child must still be eating gluten for the blood test and biopsy to be accurate. Delays in diagnosis or not adhering to a gluten-free diet can result in chronic poor health, infertility, osteoporosis, and certain cancers. Treatment for Celiac disease  CD is a life-long condition, there is no cure. The only treatment is adherence to a gluten-free (GF) diet. Wheat, barley, rye, and oats are excluded for life. After gluten is removed, the intestine starts to heal, normal absorption of nutrients begins and symptoms are eliminated, usually over the first year. While following a GF diet, it is unlikely that a celiac will exhibit any noticeable symptoms of CD. Effects of eating gluten are cumulative and do not produce the sudden life-threatening anaphylactic response common with peanut allergies. Getting a diagnosis of CD can bring real relief to a child who has been suffering with symptoms, and it’s good news to have a condition that does not requires shots or pills or hospitalization. Newly diagnosed celiacs are referred by their doctor to registered dieticians at local health authorities for instruction on how to manage a GF diet and overcome nutrient deficiencies the child has experienced. These testing and dietician services are covered by the provincial medical services plan. Getting diagnosed is just the beginning. Learning which foods contain gluten, and reading labels to find hidden sources in food, vitamins, and medications is challenging and adds time to shopping and preparing foods. Safe GF flours made from sorghum, rice, teff, quinoa, beans, millet, and amaranth will present unfamiliar tastes for the child. Gluten is found in regular pasta, cereal, bread, candy and baked goods, frozen burgers, canned soups, marinades, processed meats, and so on. Cross-contamination with gluten-containing foods is a huge challenge; as little as 1 mg of gluten per day may prevent healing. (1/50th of a slice of bread = 1 mg gluten.) At home, celiac sufferers need their own margarine and peanut butter jars, as well as a toaster that has not been exposed to gluten. Serving utensils and BBQ grates cannot be shared with gluten-containing foods. No more bulk food bins or McDonald’s drive-through. Accidental or deliberate ingesting of even trace amounts of gluten will cause continued intestinal damage, even without noticeable symptoms, and will increase the risk of associated conditions. In the classroom  • Most kids in school face social challenges, but a special diet can add to these. The child may be teased and feel forgotten when they cannot eat birthday cupcakes at school or ice cream cones on a field trip. The desire to feel normal and fit in can be overwhelming, especially for the newly diagnosed. • Teachers can notify the child and parent in advance if treats like birthday cake or pizza will be served. The parent can send “look-alike” options such as a GF cupcake or Lay’s potato chips to minimize the attention drawn to the child’s special diet. • Suggest that the parent send a bag of Hershey’s chocolate kisses or M & M’s to store in your desk for rewards or when unplanned treats are served. • Washed produce is GF, so celiacs can participate in the Fruit and Vegetable Nutritional Program. • FAQs on websites of name brand art supplies identify their gluten status. Play Doh, Crayola Dough, Elmer’s finger paints, and paper mâché contain gluten, so are not safe for celiacs. Gluten on hands can transfer to food they eat and be ingested. Even if the celiac does not mix the paste for paper mâché, airborne gluten in the same room may cause symptoms. GF play-doh and paper mâché recipes are available on-line. GF pasta can be used for crafts. The parent can provide safe craft materials, or if not, suggest that the child record the events. • Food-course teachers should provide the parent with the menu schedule. The child can participate in selections that are GF and parents can suggest GF alternatives to consider. Celiacs should not participate in a class using flour. Provide the child with an alternate activity during these classes and consider giving credit for basic baking they can do at home. • If field trips include lunch or snacks, notify the parent so the child can bring an alternative. Parents can also call ahead to a restaurant to make arrangements. Chaperones should be informed about the child’s dietary restriction. • Notify the parent if the child accidentally or deliberately ingests gluten, as unexplained symptoms are always troublesome. Newly diagnosed and younger celiacs may be helped by reminders to manage the change in diet. • Special bathroom privileges may be required before or during diagnosis or if a celiac ingests gluten. “Holding it” may be impossible. • Older children may be encouraged to present to the class on CD. • Consider purchasing an age-appropriate book on CD, or borrow one from the parent, to read to the class. The following children’s books about CD are available on Amazon.com: Cilie Yack is Under Attack, Caryn Talty Mommy, What is Celiac Disease?, Katie Chalmers No More Cupcakes and Tummy Aches, Jax Lowell Eating Gluten-Free with Emily, Bonnie Kruszka Shirley Bond, volunteer, Victoria chapter, Canadian Celiac Association (a social and educational support group for celiacs and those with gluten sensitivity). victoriaceliac.org   )
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7272&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 4, January/February 2006 President’s message As we begin 2006, teachers and students continue to face challenges in working and learning conditions. Teachers’ courageous stand highlighted the critical need to address class size, class composition, and specialist support for our students so that every student can have her/his needs met. We have raised public awareness about the challenges faced in our classrooms and the need for additional resources. Our actions led to over 330 additional teachers being hired to address the most egregious class-size and class-composition issues. This month, as I visited Prince Rupert, Terrace, and Kitimat I saw first-hand that we have achieved only minimal relief to these serious problems. When I met with teachers, trustees, principals, support staff, and parents, they all voiced the need for additional resources to address the challenges faced by our students and teachers. One school I visited could have used more than the entire additional staffing for the whole school district. We are continuing to press for the necessary changes at the Learning Round Table, and next month we will host a major conference entitled "Every kid counts! A call to action on class size and composition." We need action now. In addition, we are meeting with Vince Ready and urging him to recommend to government the restoration of full-scope bargaining, including the legal right to strike. You will have received your SIP fee rebate cheque—a direct result from our actions in the fall. This is a fee rebate for 2005–06. Even though your fee will continue to be deducted each month you are being rebated in the form of a cheque from the $40 million in Ready’s recommendations. Teachers’ unity, courage, and professionalism brought us through a very difficult period and we’ve emerged stronger than ever. We must continue to pull together and hold this government accountable for implementing the changes so sorely needed in our classrooms and our communities. Thank you for the amazing work you do every day. Jinny Sims)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=22661&printPage=true,BCTF News Releases  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2011 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  March 22, 2011 Teachers elect union leaders, welcome education minister at 95th AGM President Susan Lambert, First Vice-President Jim Iker, and Second Vice-President Glen Hansman have been re-elected by acclamation to continue in their respective positions at the helm of the 41,000-member BC Teachers’ Federation. Also elected to serve as members-at-large on the BCTF Executive Committee were: David Komljenovic from Kamloops, Joanna Larson from Prince Rupert, Teri Mooring from Quesnel, Paul Steer from Delta, and Christine Stewart from Vancouver. For the first time in a decade, the minister of education addressed the BCTF AGM. Dozens of teachers lined up at the microphones for an opportunity to tell Education Minister George Abbott about the difficult reality confronting them in classrooms across BC. The two teachers who were able to speak in the brief time available spoke eloquently about their frustration with current teaching and learning conditions, and their distress when students’ needs can’t be met. By contrast, Lambert spoke of the excellent teaching and learning conditions in Finland, which many scholars consider to have the finest public education system in the world. In Finland, teachers are highly respected and enjoy professional autonomy, average class sizes are 21 even without legislated limits, and the teachers’ union is a key partner with government. “Minister Abbott, we’d like to go to Finland. My question to you is: How can you help us get there?” Lambert asked. Abbott spoke of the joy of teaching, the need to improve teachers’ job satisfaction, and his desire to work cooperatively with the BCTF and the other education partner groups to improve public education in BC. “As minister of education, my door will always be open to Susan [Lambert] and it will always be open to you,” Abbott told the 700 teachers at the assembly. “Let’s dream expansively,” he suggested, “and work together to take a good education system and make it excellent.” Lambert presented Abbott with a copy of the BCTF’s newest publication, “Better Schools For BC,” which contains “recommendations for a road map to take us to our version of Finland.” -  30  - For more information, contact Nancy Knickerbocker, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell).)
(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2013_02_01_archive.html,Staffroom Confidential: February 2013 Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Monday, February 25, 2013 Saying it like it is - Exposing the Premier's Technology Council on #bced What do teachers do? What should teachers do? Who should decide? These are some of the questions both posed and answered in the new BC Education Plan and now, thoughtfully examined, by Cory (Tobey) Steeves, a Vancouver teacher. Steeves' work is available online here: https://circle.ubc.ca/handle/2429/43675 In  (De/Re)-Constructing tachers and their work: A Discourse analysis of British Columbia's 21st-century policy, Steeves looks beyond the obvious to uncover some of the "problems" with 21st-century learning. His focus is on British Columbia, and he uses the Premier's Technology Council (PTC) report, A Vision for 21st Century Education as a basis for identifying underlying themes. In the process, he exposes aspects of the agenda to reformulate what teachers do and who controls what they do. Steeves situates his work in the company of other education theorists who have described the impacts of corporate education reform on what teachers do and who tells them what to do. He uses a discourse analysis to "problematize" these components of the 21st-century agenda. To do this, he looks at certain textual features of the report and identifies elements that match the "learnification" and "accountingization" of education. "Learnification" is a fancy word for reducing the process of education to just learning. This has the effect of simplifying all educational processes to a singular narrow focus - the outcome of what has been learned. Anyone living in our test obsessed culture can identify with this. For example, this can be teaching to the test so the student will do well on the test. But more generally, it is the process of narrowing not just the curriculum, but all aspects of eduacating, into only what is to be learned. Of course missing then is relationships and socializing, the role of teachers' professional judgement, and a role for society to articulate what education is and is for. "Accountingization" is also a fancy word more easily described: turning teaching into an activity whose every component part can be itemized, counted and judged. Similar to learnification, the net effect is to influence what teachers do (teach what can be counted) and how they do it (judge them on student test results). Using this conceptual framework, Steeves goes on to the look at the language used (or not used) in the PTC report. Steeves locates the document within a genre of "management talk" - a perfectly apt description.  By considering some of the language use, Steeves then goes on to identify "managerialist features" in the text, such as this one - a word cloud showing the use of modal verbs: As he articulates: "the overwhelming emphasis given to "will", "must", and "should" suggest a willingness to determine the roles and vlues of others." It is a bit of a tough read (I will candidly admit that anything with the word "discourse" in the title usually ends up back on the shelf in my household), but his conclusions and motivation made it worth the wade through some unfamiliar territory. I certainly agree that one aspect of the #bcedplan is that "transnational technology corporations become mingled with the values of teachers, and 'good teaching' is re-imagined as a vehicle for constructing a knowledge-based economy." I found the emphasis on teaching and teachers was a unique lens to approach this topic. While I typically start from the profit-making intent of technology companies and the incompatibility of this with genuine education (which I equate with human well being, first and foremost), Steeves looks at the same topic through the view of what teachers do and who tells them, and this is refreshing and important. To this end, despite our theoretical differences, I found myself hopeful that I was one of the "friends" in mind in his dedication: "I dedicate this work to the friends of the commons and the defenders of a more democratic otherwise: May it bring you tools for play-and battle." And since I haven't said it before, to all you readers, friends, fellow activists out there, that is my dedication too. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 10:35 AM 6 comments: Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest Tuesday, February 19, 2013 #c21summit13 - More 21st century learning inc. If you were following the tweets last week at #c21summit13 you might have been disturbed to see both who and what was touted as necessary change for Canada's public education system. The keynote was none other than Paul Martin - a billionaire (or maybe almost billionaire, with his private ownership of Canada Steamship Lines). Martin had the audacity to wade in on the education debate with no apology for his disastrous record in office in the 1990's. It was Martin's cuts to social transfers that began the steady decline of funding to provinces and then to school boards that has continued unabated since. So how disingenuous for him to state (as tweeted out): "Do not accept the premise that education should be cut to meet a deficit - it is counter productive." That is exactly what he did (http://t.co/YYWCVDlo). Among others who apparently should weigh in on how to transform teaching and learning in Canada were the Vice Presidents of ScotiaBank and TD Financial Group, and members of Action Canada - a Harper inspired training ground for future "leaders" backed with federal dollars - a sort of modern day, neo-liberal equivalent of Katimavik. I was approached by one of their members, Ben Paylor, a graduate student in experimental medicine. Smart I'm sure, but hardly a recognized academic expert in anything to do with teaching, learning or even a field like child psychology. The C21 agenda is the same as that of many of the international groups touting "21st Century Learning" - a thinly veneered cover for corporate influence. I've written more extensively on this subject in an article entitled: 21st Century Learning Inc. which has just been published in the winter edition of Our Schools, Our Selves. Please have a read here: http://www.policyalternatives.ca/publications/ourschools-ourselves/our-schoolsour-selves-winter-2013 Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 2:09 PM No comments: Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest Thursday, February 7, 2013 The most important "choice" - the neighborhood school This week two school boards are wrestling with decisions about school closures - Kootenay Columbia, and Port Alberni. In Kootenay Columbia, the decision was made that the Board would no longer support a full K-12 program in the town of Rossland. In Alberni, the Board is considering a school closure and relocation of students to other schools. Both communities saw an outpouring of public interest and concern. In Rossland, a community group called Vision for Small Schools has been advocating to maintain K-12 services within Rossland.  A survey of parents found that 85 percent wanted to maintain K-12 in Rossland even if that meant having a single K-12 school. The vast majority of parents who responded to the survey were Rossland residents - 487 of 500. The last decade has seen hundreds of school closures across British Columbia. Always, parents and community members are distraught to lose their neighborhood school. Not only are children displaced out of their community, but the school often serves other functions for local residents. They have playgrounds used in the evenings, rooms booked for community functions, theatres and sports facilities rented to community groups. Although there has been declining enrollment, as the Rossland group points out, many of these communities will see a rebound in the coming decade. In Rossland, the District has projected enrollment back at 2003 levels by 2026. To close schools now, at the bottom of the enrollment dip, is rather shortsighted. If funding were provided by the province, community schools, with all their benefits to local residents, could be maintained to ensure adequate space for this enrollment rebound. The irony of school closures is that parents and community members have consistently shown through their actions that this is one of the most important school "choices". It is very important to parents to be able to send their child to a school within the local community, and it is important to communities to have school spaces and facilities to act as neighborhood hubs. The "choice" movement advocated by the BC Liberals for the past decade has eroded access to community schools and led directly to these hundreds of school closures. Opening of catchments and allowing children (or their parents) to "choose" a school has skewed the enrollments in many Districts. In Vancouver, students have fled east end schools only to fill west end schools with portables. Turf wars have broken out, particularly at the secondary level, to recruit students to "our" school. Schools, districts and teachers are spending scarce resources advertising their schools, hosting open house nights, putting up signs and creating ever more specialized academies and programs in an attempt to have the highest enrollment. Sadly, this only takes children from one school to another, and will end up as a race to nowhere. As the inter-school competition increases, schools are looking even further afield for more children to attract. A recent Board meeting in Victoria claimed the Lacrosse Academy would attract students from "the lower island". A new school proposal for Saanich specializing in earth and ocean science will aim to attract students from all over British Colombia. But for every school that gets a new student, some other school loses one. And when enough are gone, the effects can be ghetto-izing or closure. The trend is for students (or parents) with enough social capital to be the ones actively picking their schools. When this happens, schools in lower income neighborhoods experience a "flight" of middle class kids. The net effect is a ghetto-ization of schools into "haves" and "have nots". This "choice" is great for the haves...they get a school of their choice, a program of their choice. But it is a disaster for the "have nots" and it is unfair and inequitable. For a particular child, choice may seem attractive, but for society as a whole, choice leads to stratification and inequity. Families and communities have shown again and again that the neighborhood school is of paramount importance. Chronic underfunding and inter-school competition have led to overcrowded schools combined with under-utilized schools. The end result is school closures of neighborhood schools and a loss of the most important choice for parents - the choice of the neighborhood school. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 10:18 AM 1 comment: Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest Newer Posts Older Posts Home Subscribe to: Posts (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts All Comments Atom All Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ▼  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ▼  February (3) Saying it like it is - Exposing the Premier's Tech... #c21summit13 - More 21st century learning inc. The most important "choice" - the neighborhood sch... ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=14664,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 20, Number 3, November/December 2007 New BCTF Lesson Aids 1 LA 1070Critical Challenges in English for Secondary Students, rev.©2007, 144 p. This revised book is part of the Critical Challenges Across the Curriculum series and includes a collection of 21 detailed lesson plans for infusing critical thinking into middle school and high school English. The teaching activities span many genres including novels, short stories, poems, plays, essays, songs and fairy tales. The resource features such challenges as assessing which character in Lord of the Flies is the best leader, arguing for or against inclusion of a particular novel in the curriculum for a specific grade level, judging the extent to which the fate of Romeo and Juliet was beyond their control, and assessing the level of students control over their own fates. This new edition has been greatly expanded to include a new critical challenge on "concrete" poetry, newly created assessment rubrics for every challenge, many more student activity sheets to scaffold their learning, and an enhanced focus on teaching the "tools" for critical thinking in English. Grades 812. $37.95 2 LA 9101Harry Potter Novel/Movie Studies by Tina Drewes Barneston, ©2007, 40 p. This resource includes novel studies for the Harry Potter series. Three questions are included in each chapter of the novel studies: looking for detail, general comprehension, and critical thinking. A movie study sheet to be used with the showing of each movie is included to encourage critical-thinking skills. Grades 47 . $4.95 3 LA F9531Le cycle de la vie/ Recyclage: Manuel de lenseignant (préscoliare et primaire), Artist Response Team, ©2004, 282 p. et Holly Arntzen et Les voix de la nature CD. Les chansons du CD Le cycle de la vie ont été traduites en français par Sylvain Archambault et interprétées par les élèves de lÉcole Porter Street à Vancouver, de lÉcole Aylmer/St Marks à Gatineau (Québec) et de lÉcole St Luke à Calgary. Les chansons figurant dans le CD ont trait aux espèces en danger de disparition et à la viabilité écologique. Le manuel et le CD ont pour objet daider les enseignants à donner aux élèves une base de connaissances sur la préservation de lenvironnement : en effet, le CD touche à des sujets tels que les espèces en danger de disparition au Canada et ce que lon peut faire pour leur venir en aide. Chaque unité liée à une chanson constitue une leçon intéressante, ou une série de leçons, pour lenseignant et comporte de nombreuses suggestions dactivités de difficulté graduelle se rattachant aux résultats dapprentissage du nouvel ERI sur les sciences de la maternelle à la 7e année. Le CD explique en détail linformation dordre scientifique et le lien avec le recyclage. Le texte contient des originaux prêts à photocopier et des illustrations. Les activités en langue, en sciences sociales, en sciences, en mathématiques et autres sujets se relient aux paroles des chansons par le biais de la musique, de linformation, dhistoires et dillustrations. Un rapport est établi entre la protection de lhabitat, la réduction de lempreinte écologique et le recyclage des contenants de boissons, une activité quun enfant peut accomplir. Les chansons en groupe servent de sujet dinspiration pour lapprentissage et transmettent le message à la collectivité quil est possible de venir en aide aux espèces en voie de disparition par le recyclage. Recommandé par le ministère de lÉducation de la Colombie-Britannique. Élémentaire. $55 4 LA 9934Honouring the Child: Changing Ways of Teaching by Pamela Proctor, (©2007, 285 p. This resource is for all educators who are struggling to maintain a child-centred classroom. This unique book is not a how-to book, rather it is a full description of a teachers experience over 35 years and the challenges she faced as she transformed from one who was traditional and rigid to one who learned to work more openly with children and thus liberating them to learn. The authors transformation began during her year teaching in Britain when she gained a heightened awareness of what is possible in the classroom. Her search culminated in her meeting like-minded colleagues who together opened a small school in East Vancouver and organized a homelike environment with mixed-age classes and areas for play, reading, writing, calculating, creating, exercising and making music. See www.honouringthechild.com. $29.95 5 LA 8581Turning the Earth published by the Vancouver School Board, ©2007. 290 p. This resource was developed by five Vancouver teachers to help primary and intermediate students see and understand plant development through the seasons, to discover that growing your own fruits and vegetables leads to a healthy lifestyle, and to become stewards of the land and to learn to use the earth not use it up. The guide includes month-by-month activities for gardening indoors or out. Specific lessons are set out for the beginning and active gardener. Blackline masters complement the lessons. A garden alphabet contains much helpful information relating to developing the garden such as grant writing, composting, garden design, and edible flowers. The bibliography has useful materials such as science resources, cookbooks for the classroom, music, and plant and animal stories. A glossary of botanical terms is also included. Grades K7. $18.95 6 LA 8004More Sight Word BooksLevel 2: K1 published by Creative Teaching Press, ©2001, 146 p. This book features 30 cross-curricular mini-books with fun, predictable text that can be reproduced and students can personalize to make their very own set of beginning readers. The stories in this resource give students repeated practice reading and writing over 50 words that most commonly appear in print. Also includes tips for making "reading sticks," which help students follow words as they read and clever ideas for turning the mini-book covers into student-made art projects. Each mini-book also has a place for students to dedicate their book to someone special. The sight wordbooks are great tools for boosting comprehension skills, improving fluency, and expanding vocabulary and are also useful for English as a Second Language. Note that this book is produced in the USA and may contain some US-based standards. $17.95 7 LA 8023Take It To Your Seat Phonics Centers: Grades 12 by Evan-Moor Educational Publishers, ©2004, 194 p. This book includes full-colour materials to construct the centres with full-colour reproducible student task cards and step-by-step teacher directions for making and using each centre, reproducible student activity sheets or answer forms and answer key. The 12 self-contained centers are easy to make and phonics topics include long- and short-vowel sounds, consonant digraphs, vowel digraphs, initial and final consonant blends, word families and more. Note that the book is published in the USA and may contain some US-based standards. $21.95 8 LA 8024Take It To Your Seat: Phonics Centers: Grades 23 by Evan-Moor Educational Publishers, ©2004, 194 p. This book includes full-colour materials to construct the centres with full-colour reproducible student task cards and step-by-step teacher directions for making and using each centre, reproducible student activity sheets or answer forms and answer key. The 12 self-contained centers are easy to make and phonics topics include long- and short-vowel sounds, consonant digraphs, vowel digraphs, initial and final consonant blends, word families and more. Note that the book is published in the USA and may contain some US-based standards. $21.95 9 LA 8049Phonics Activities: K2 by D. Varty, ©2007, 68 p. The illustrated phonics activities in this resource were used by the author as a review of skills that had already been taught. The activities can be used for K-2 students, ESL students, and students with special needs, and as independent and self-checking activities. The Bingo, Path to Wizards Mountain, and Crazy Eights are games for two or more players. $5.95 10 LA 8067Word Families Instant Learning Centers: K2 by Creative Teaching Press, ©2004, 34 p. This resource contains four ready-to-go centers to keep students on task and reinforce key concepts. The centers include Family of Four, Magic Word Family Spelling, Slap and Say, and Frogs on a Log. The book includes task cards and 66 picture and letter cards. Each center includes a task card, a center management card and all the picture and letter cards students need to complete the center activity. No reproducing, coloring, or cutting is required for the cards and all cards are color coded to assist in managing the materials for each center. Note this book is produced in the USA and may contain some US-based standards. $10.95 More curriculum resources and information are available at www.bcalmer.ca. To order the above lesson aids, enclose a cheque payable to the BCTF or authorized PO to BCTF Lesson Aids Service, 100-550 West 6th Ave., Vancouver, BC V5Z 4P2 or call 604-871-2180, toll free 1-800-663-9163, ext. 2180, with a Visa or Mastercard. GST, postage/handling are included in prices. Orders sent by return mail. Lesson Aids office and display room hours: 95 p.m. Mon. to Fri. from Sept. to June; 95. Tues. to Fri. during July and Aug.; 912 on Sat. during Sept., Oct., Jan., and Feb. bctf.ca/LessonAids. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "Eid Mubarak to all those celebrating in BC!" @bcliberals - 06:52pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12092&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2001 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 13, Number 6, April 2001 Top 10 BCTF lesson aids 1. Critical Challenges in English for Secondary Students Edited by Samantha Butler, Holly Husarski, and Nancy Shea. 144 p. 1998. A collection of lesson ideas to assist English teachers in promoting critical thinking in secondary English classes. Genres studied include novels, short stories, poetry, plays, essays, songs and fairy tales; and a selection of reading strategies is included. Sample activities include: assessing which character in Lord of the Flies is the best leader; arguing for or against the inclusion of a particular novel in the curriculum for a specific grade level; judging the extent to which the fate of Romeo and Juliet was beyond their control; and then assessing students’ own levels of control over their fates. Grades 8–12. LA 1070—$20.95 2.  Harry Potter—The Philosopher’s Stone—A Study Guide Raymond Garford. 58 p. 2001. Includes chapter analysis for the 17 chapters of The Philosopher’s Stone, activities for elementary grades, activities for intermediate grades, and answer keys. Grades 3–7. LA 9109—$5.75 3.  Cougar Cove Julie Lawson 141 p. 1996. This novel is about 11-year-old Sam’s first visit to the remote West Coast of Vancouver Island. Her older cousins tease "the city kid" mercilessly, when they’re not ignoring her altogether. She often finds herself left to her own devices. The woods and beaches around Brackenwood Point offer plenty of room to explore. Then one day Sam comes face-to-face with a wild cougar and her two cubs, and her summer vacation suddenly gets much more exciting. The author won the Ontario Silver Birch Award in 1997 for this book and the novel is a Canadian Children’s Book Centre Choice. Grades 4–8. LA 9072A—$8.95 Cougar Cove—A Teacher’s Guide. Anne Nilsen. 50 p. 1999. Contains ideas and activities encompassing all areas of language arts, as well as science and art. A sample framework at the beginning aids planning. Grades 4–8. LA 9072B—$8.95  4.  The Lives of Medieval Women: A Co-operatively Planned Humanities Unit on Medieval Women for the Late Intermediate Level Judith Coffin, Marlowe Irvine, Ramona Sousa. 73 p. 1994. This unit attempts to present a glimpse of the lives of peasant, middle class, and aristocratic medieval women. Ten activities, handouts, and summary of resources required are included. Also includes length of time for each activity, teacher preparation, class procedure, and suggestions for evaluation. Grade 8. LA 9248—$8.25 5.  Experimenting with Electricity Gordon R. Gore. 48 p. ©1999. This is a student resource intended for use by keen individual students who wish to experiment with electricity and magnetism. The book is illustrated with drawings, photographs and cartoons. Topics include static electricity, current electricity, electromagnets and permanent magnets. Grades 4–7. LA 9546—$11.00 6.  Experimenting with Air Gordon R. Gore. 46 p. ©1999. This is a student resource intended for use by keen individual students who wish to experiment with the properties of air. Topics include Is Air Real Matter?, Air Pressure (including Pascal’s Law and its many uses), Moving Air (Bernoulli), Flight (kites, airplanes) and Other Ways To Fly (hot air balloons, dirigibles, parachutes). The book is illustrated with drawings, photographs, and cartoons. Grades 4–7 LA 9547—$11.00  7.  Middle School Chemistry Gordon R. Gore 170 p. ©2001. This sourcebook for science teachers includes a collection of text material and hands-on teaching ideas, which may be useful to teachers in middle schools and junior secondary schools. Experiments are substantial and interesting for beginning chemistry students. This book combines the author’s previous two science 8 and 9 Chemistry books (for B.C.) into one sourcebook that is suitable for curriculum across Canada. A 28-page teacher’s guide is included with each book. Middle School LA 4035—$20.00 8.  Middle School Physics Gordon R. Gore. 288 p. This sourcebook for science teachers includes a collection of text material and hands-on activities, which may be useful to teachers in middle schools and junior secondary schools. There are more than 60 investigations in this book. Experiments are substantial and interesting for beginning physics students. This book combines the author’s previous three Science 8, 9 and 10 Physics books for (B.C.) into one sourcebook that is suitable for curriculum across Canada. A 29-page teacher’s guide is included with each book. Middle School LA 4036—$25.00  9.  Shaking the Tree—Social Responsibility in Education Susanne Tabata. 55 min. VHS videocassette. ©1995. Radical philosopher, author and noted professor of Linguistics Noam Chomsky keynotes this video which argues the need for social responsibility in education. Social issues covered include racism, racism and First Nations, gender inequality, poverty, homophobia, violence, and the environment. This program was originally developed as a teacher resource; however, mature students could benefit from its use if carefully guided. Shaking the Tree is the companion video to LA SR300 Talk with Me, which was developed for students Grades 8-12. Includes a discussion guide. Shaking the Tree was awarded the Silver Hugo Statue at the 1997 Chicago International Film Festival and the Apple Award at the 1996 National Educational Media Network. Teacher. LA SR400—$37.95 10.  Beans and Their Buddies Produced by the B.C. Agriculture in the Classroom Foundation. 134 p. 1993. This resource is designed to introduce primary students to the world of food production—that is, plants and animals. Most children today have little contact with the farm community, and therefore, little chance to learn where their food really comes from. They honestly believe that milk comes from a carton and that food magically appears on supermarket shelves. This resource book begins to correct that misconception. Twenty science activities in this resource and activity book are organized under fall, winter, and spring. Suggestions to integrate the seeds theme across the curriculum are outlined. Excellent reproducible pages are included in a cerlox-bound book. Recommended by the B.C. Ministry of Education. Grades 1–4 LA 8514—$18.95 For a complete listing of over 900 BCTF Lesson Aids, consult the catalogue in your school library or the Lesson Aids online catalogue, www.bctf.ca/LessonAids. To order any of the above lesson aids, enclose a cheque payable to the BCTF or authorized purchase order to BCTF Lesson Aids Service, 100-550 West 6th Avenue, Vancouver, BC V5Z 4P2. GST and postage/handling are included in the prices. Orders are sent by return mail.)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2014/05/bc-teachers-wage-class-size-proposals.html?showComment=1401379076289,Staffroom Confidential: BC Teachers' Wage & Class size proposals: Myths & Realities Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Wednesday, May 28, 2014 BC Teachers' Wage & Class size proposals: Myths & Realities I wrote the original version of this post in January 2012, during our last contract negotiations. Since then, teachers have had two more years of zero increases (2012, 2013). Here is an updated version - more relevant than ever. BC teachers are in contract negotiations asking for a fair deal. What do we mean by fair exactly?  Teachers are focused on two priorities: class size/composition, and salary. As far as class size, we want only what was taken in 2002. We want the government to go back to the class sizes in place at that time and restore the funding so Boards can achieve this. We want what the Supreme Court of British Columbia said is rightfully due to us and BCs students in January this year, but is now under appeal from the government. Some in the media are suggesting we need to "compromise". While I accept that premise in respect of wages (as does the BCTF bargaining team), as far as class size goes, it really is unfair. Imagine if someone came and stole your house. You argue that you should get it back because it was stolen. You go to court and the court says you should get it back. Is the fair solution to give the thief half your house? This is what "compromise" means for class size. With respect to salary, teachers want to "keep up" and "catch up". What do we mean by that? We want to keep up with inflation, and we want to catch up with Canadian teachers in other provinces. Teachers in BC now rank near the bottom in salaries across Canada, despite the fact that our cost of living is one of the highest and that BC weathered the recession better than most other provinces. BC has been out of recession since 2010 and is experiencing moderate growth. The government wants teachers to take 6.5% over six years. The government claims that taxpayers cannot afford higher increases to public sector wages and that wages must remain flat because the government "can't afford it". Do these arguments make sense? Are they justified? Or should teachers just accept the government offer? Here are my answers to these questions. Myth #1: Teachers should not get much of a wage increase because the government can't afford it Reality #1: There was no deficit when the Liberals took power in 2001. Through a series of income tax cuts and corporate tax cuts, the Liberals went from a surplus to a deficit. Yes, the recession of 2009 impacted government revenues. But not as much as tax cuts have. Moreover, the government has found plenty of money for spending when it feels the spending is a priority. There was money for the BC Place roof ($500 million). There was money for the Olympics (over $1 billion). There was money for smart meters ($900 million). There was money for new government network systems ($1.2 billion to Telus). There seems to be plenty of money for the CEO's of crown corporations like BC Ferries (David Hahn's pension value - over $10 million). More recently, there was money for 18% pay increases to Christy Clark's top aides in government. The fact is that the government is using the deficit that it created as an excuse to take money away from public services and the people who provide them. The money is there. It is a matter of priorities. It is simply unfair to make one group of workers pay for a deficit created by tax cuts to other people and corporations. Private sector workers are seeing increases. Other public sector workers are seeing increases  and notably have had increases in the last two years when teachers took zero.  Moreover how is it fair to make middle income earners pay for tax cuts that disproportionately benefited the wealthy and corporations? It just isn't. Myth #2: Teachers should accept what other public sector workers have taken (follow the "pattern") Reality #2: The government likes to compare us to two public sector unions - BCGEU and HEU. If they honestly calculated a "pattern" among all public sector workers, it would be clear there is great variation. Let's take BC nurses as an example. Here is a spreadsheet on the BC government web site showing nurses wage increases since 1974. While teachers have had zeros since our last increase of 2% on July 1, 2010, in the same time nurses have had 4% of increases after their 2010 bump of 4.2%. So since January 2010, nurses had a total of 8.2% while teachers had 2%. This is a pretty different "pattern". Similarly, while CUPE/BCGEU/HEU has taken a lower prospective salary deal, they are also coming off of two years with 2/2 or 2/1.5. So if they agree(d) to take something lower for the next four years, that has to be in the context of their last two years as well. Collective bargaining allows both sides to make arguments about salary given the time and circumstances. This may differ across sectors. The government certainly doesn't insist on a "pattern" unless it wants to point to the lowest common denominator and insist that it is the only "pattern" around.  And they never compare those of us doing front line jobs with the "pattern" in management and for MLAs. Let's not forget the massive pay hikes for MLAs in 2007 that reached the double digits - as high as 48%. Myth #3: BC teachers already have high salaries Reality #3: After five years of university training, BC teachers begin with a wage in the mid $40's, if they are full time. Many teachers only get part time work for the first 3-5 years of their career. It takes ten years of full time work to reach the maximum salary, which is about $75,000 for most teachers. BC teachers rank near the bottom in Canada compared to teachers in other provinces. A teacher at the top of the salary scale in BC earns on average $20,000 less than a comparably experienced teacher in Alberta and $15,000 less than one in Ontario. Yet BC has the highest cost of living and the highest housing prices in the country. Myth #4: The numbers Reality #4: The numbers explained (warning - math reading ahead!) Teachers' last wage proposal (April 30) is for an across the board increase in each of the four years as follows: 3, 2.75, 2.5, 2.5. This adds up to 10.75% In addition, the proposal includes a "cost of living" adjustment based on a portion of the Cost Price Index rate for the previous twelve months. In the first year, it is .5 times the CPI, in the remaining four years .75 times the CPI. So if the CPI were 1% in year one, the cost of living adjustment would be .5%. If the CPI remained at 1% for all four years, the total COLA increases would be 3.25%. Add these together to get the BCTF number widely quoted in the media of 13.5% The rationale for the teachers' wage proposal is to "catch up and keep up". The basic wage increases are the catch up portion. They are aimed at bringing teachers back to the middle of the pack in terms of teacher wages across Canada, phased in over four years. The cost of living adjustments are to ensure that the wage does not decline in "real dollars" due to inflation. Given that the proposal is for below the CPI, it is still possible the "catch up" would be reduced if there were strong inflationary pressures. In other words, if inflation is high, we would still be significantly behind our Canadian colleagues. BCPSEA is using the figure 15.9% to describe the teachers' proposal (or in their loaded wording "demand"). I believe they are using 1.5% for their CPI estimates. But that still only brings us to a total of 14.875%. So perhaps they are applying some compounding to the numbers? I don't know. If they are, it is disingenuous, as no other figures (such as the notorious "pattern") are compounded. But regardless, which CPI estimate is reasonable? The CPI average for the year in April 2014 was indeed 1.5%. This is probably the source of BCPSEA's number. But the actual proposal indicates that the CPI number to be used is for the January - December period. Since the agreement would come into force as of the expiration of the previous agreement, the first application would be for the CPI for 2013. Since this is negative, there would be no COLA increase for the first year. In some respects, the CPI rates are hard to estimate...they vary quite a lot. But the average for the last five years was .94%. For the last ten the number is 1.43%. See the CPI rates here. A reasonable thing to say is that if inflation averages that of the last five years, 13.5% is the better estimate. If inflation averages that of the last ten years, 14.875% is the better estimate. In neither case is 15.9% the right number.  Moreover, if the 10.75% "catch up" brings us back somewhere to the "middle of the pack" of teacher salaries across Canada, the roughly 3 - 5% cost of living adjustment will still be behind what those other salaries will be increasing, looking at recent agreements like Saskatchewan, where they will go up 7.3% in the same time period. Finally, if we take BCPSEA's CPI estimate together with their offer of 6.5% over six years, we see that they are offering a wage cut. At that estimate, just inflation would be 9%. Myth #5: Teachers are asking for too much Reality #5: Teachers want to keep up with inflation. Teachers want to catch up with their colleagues in other provinces. Teachers have taken seven years of zero increases since 1998 (in 1998, 1999, 2004, 2005, 2011, 2012, 2013). This leaves us far behind, and is why we are ranked near the bottom across Canada for teacher salaries. Teachers traded salary for smaller class sizes and those class size provisions were later eliminated. It is perfectly reasonable to ask for cost of living increases and wage adjustments to catch up with our Canadian colleagues. Teachers have seen their net pay go down in both real and inflationary terms. Like other workers, we are paying more for MSP premiums, more for CPP and EI, more for gas and food, and taking home less. In addition, teachers in the lower mainland, in particular, face some of the highest costs of anywhere in Canada. Myth #6: Class size and composition will cost $1 billion Reality #6: The best estimate for the cost of class size provisions to be returned to the collective agreement comes from government itself in it's submission to the courts. That estimate is $275 million (see para 335 for Treasury Board costing of savings introduced by eliminating class sizes), in 2002 dollars. So perhaps in the order of $350 million today. Certainly not $1 billion. I haven't seen any justification of this number by the government. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 5:35 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 8 comments: Carol MargaretMay 28, 2014 at 8:22 PM teachers deserve everything they are asking for in my books, they are teaching your children the best they can with the class sizes and no support from gov't, who doesn't seem to care, while they are getting their raises with no problem, and don't do half the work teachers do, period????? get it????ReplyDelete Mlle. JMay 29, 2014 at 8:57 AM Check out this link to an interview that aired this on CBC radio. Diane Whitmore-Schanzenbach is an Economist that studies education policy at North Western University in Chicago. She speaks about class sizes and directly refutes Fassbender's assertion that class size doesn't matter and has no effect on kids. “But when we think about the costs and benefits of educational intervention such as class size reduction we really need to think about the long term impact that having higher quality education systems brings to the economy over the long term.” Click to listen: https://soundcloud.com/stephen-quinn-24/the-early-edition-class-size-diane-whitmore-schanzenbach-interviewReplyDelete Tara EhrckeMay 29, 2014 at 11:02 AM Thanks - yes - I haven't touched even on the work teachers do and it's value to society...ReplyDelete Kevin YeatesMay 29, 2014 at 11:52 AM This could be very interesting reading. It’s really unfortunate that the first Reality is quite misleading. The writer states “Reality #1: There was no deficit when the Liberals took power in 2001. Through a series of income tax cuts and corporate tax cuts, the Liberals went from a surplus to a deficit.” First off, deficit and debt are two different things so we shouldn’t confuse them. The debt was definitely there in 2001 and for years and years prior as well as today. The deficit refers to the amount that year’s planned expenditures exceed the planned income. Every year the preceding government was in power there was a deficit. In 2000 the government had planned a deficit budget. My recollection is that as a result of an unforeseen and unplanned massive spike in the purchase of BC power by California, there was a massive windfall of money into the provincial coffers. That resulted in a surplus year. It did not come about as a result of any government planning or intelligence. So presenting the idea that the Liberal gov’t brought about deficit financing in 2001 after a surplus year is quite misleading. As a result I stopped reading at Myth #1. If it is misleading, the rest may well be. It is unfortunate as the balance of the article may be quite accurate. This observation does not lessen my distaste for the government's approach to "bargaining". I am simply pointing out that including less than unbiased information in an argument weakens or nullifies the argument.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeMay 29, 2014 at 2:37 PM Of course I am biased, but I do try not to be misleading. With respect to the tax cut/deficit argument, here is a more detailed analysis: http://thetyee.ca/Views/2005/05/05/LibsBigFib/Delete Kevin YeatesMay 29, 2014 at 9:16 PM Tara, The article you have linked to appears to be the source of the confusion regarding the difference between debt and deficit. If you go to http://www.rbc.com/economics/economic-reports/provincial-economic-forecasts.html and look under Provincial Details you can download the report for BC. You will see there the stats that show what I was talking about. You will also see that the Tyee article doesn’t appear to understand the difference between debt and deficit. Page 2 of the Provincial Details report shows the Provincial Budget Balances since 1981. You can see how the NDP were running deficit budgets every year save 2000 where the windfall occurred. Page 9 shows the net provincial debt. I cannot locate a link to the actual deficit budget the NDP put forth in 2000. Here is a link to the lawsuit the State of California launched against BC Hydro for the money made in 2000/01. http://www.vancouversun.com/business/judge+rules+against+Hydro+billion+dollar+California+energy+dispute+with+video/7996973/story.html It appears you have based some of your article on information from the Tyee article. That article clearly appears to be less than accurate in its reporting of the facts at the time. It’s unfortunate that the strength of your arguments have been undermined by what appear to be errors in the article you drew upon. Delete EmilyMay 29, 2014 at 9:37 PM Eric, forgive what you see as an error and read the rest of her article. Delete Reply gdottJune 1, 2014 at 12:45 PM Kevin, I refrained from taking a close look at the links you provided refuting, in essence, the entirety of Tara's post. If she was mislead by a link online to the Tyee, I suspect that most links online will be suspect. I respectfully cannot read the ones you point to at risk of being mislead. As for the post itself, when it comes down to the myths specifically related to the current job action (as apposed to background like debit vs deficit) I couldn't agree more. I personally find the careful language employed by Ms. Clark and Mr. Fassbender through this process insulting. I am married to a teacher. Her family are all teachers. Eight of them altogether. this is destroying them, their inspiration and their resolve. In the past ten years my wife spends no less than 10 hours a week marking. Until the last couple of years, no less than 30 extra hours at home banging out report cards for each reporting period. Her time at school averaged 10.5 hours per day. Every year for the last 10 or so years her and I have invested up to $4,000 per year into supplies for her classroom. A few years ago I realized that just within our family of teachers 2 other couples do the same and at roughly the same amount. Where is the accountability on the part of our elected officials to really see and understand what is going on and to negotiate a fair deal? I am also further discouraged by the the reaction by some of the public.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ▼  May (5) Why I'm on the picket line BC Teachers' Wage & Class size proposals: Myths & ... BC Teachers: Liability & the Lockout When is a lockout not a lockout? The ABCs of the teachers' fight ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=21214,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 7, May/June 2010  Teachers missing from the Ministry of Education Service Plan By Larry Kuehn Every time a provincial budget is announced, a “Service Plan” for each ministry is a part of the budget. It is supposed to provide the public with an indication of the “goals, objectives, strategies, and performance measures” of that section of government. An indication of what this ministry thinks of the role of teachers in education is indicated by how often it talks about teachers. A search of the 27 pages of the most recent Ministry of Education Service Plan shows that the word “teacher” appears only once. Even then, it is not about teachers; it is in a photo caption that says “A child’s first teacher is always a parent or caregiver.” Let’s take a look at one example of a goal and performance measure. Goal 2 is to have “Responsive K–12 education” and one of the objectives to be measured is “Engage students through new and flexible choices.” What are the strategies identified to engage students? The Service Plan talks about “new forms of schooling,” curriculum revision to prepare for the future, neighbourhood learning centres, jurisdiction for First Nations, support for French immersion, and more distributed learning. It also claims students will be more engaged through “choice for families through independent schools and home schooling options.” Does the budget provide extra funds to make sure these things can happen? No, not for most of these items. Except for independent schools which, as usual, get more of a percentage funding lift than public schools in this budget. And what are the performance measures for these strategies? One projects that FSA reading results will increase to “75% of students in Grade 4 who meet reading expectations.” Another offers “The percentage of students who pass a Grade 10 language arts provincial exam.” How will these tired approaches measure the excitement and engagement of students that these initiatives are supposed to increase? The Service Plan also reports on what the ministry claims to have discovered from 10 years of FSA results: “The clear correlation between student’s reading scores and the likelihood they will complete school now allows educators and parents to develop appropriate interventions to assist individual students.” Why did it take the ministry 10 years of FSA exams to discover that there is a correlation between reading skills and graduation rates? Teachers hardly needed FSAs to know this and to try to do something about it. Want to read more commentary on the Service Plan? You can find it on the BCTF web site at bctf.ca/uploadedFiles/Public/Issues/EdFinance/MoEdServicePlan2010-11.pdf or http://tinyurl.com/yfdpvgz. – Larry Kuehn Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=21681&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > October 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 23, Number 2, October 2010   The importance of play  By Carol Johns   Silken Lauman has an insightful quote: “Play is the lifeblood of childhood—it brings children joy, it nurtures creativity, it builds social skills, and it strengthens their bodies.” Play is not only vital for children, all of us benefit when learning is approached in a playful way. The BC Kindergarten to Grade 12 system is guided by the “Principles of Learning,” established by the ministry in the 1990s. The principles recognize the importance of active learning. Learning requires the active participation of the student, children learn in a variety of ways and at different rates, and learning is both an individual and a group process, are all statements from the Principles of Learning. As we enter into implementing full-day Kindergarten, the importance of understanding the value and importance of play is critical. Project-based or inquiry learning that is child initiated, play that is child initiated, and teacher scaffolded play are important and essential for positive brain development and self-regulation. In fact there is much evidence to suggest that a play-based approach heightens academic achievement. Dramatic play is a key aspect of developing self-regulation. In the full-day Kindergarten program guide, the research directions on learning and play state: “Play, when choreographed thoughtfully, is one of the most powerful learning contexts available in the hands of a skilled Kindergarten teacher, play is a rich laboratory that can be used to teach multiple concepts simultaneously in a way that differentiates instruction. Through its less formal structure, play provides children with chances to choose their own level of challenge and to be stretched by others in a low stress opportunity. This is truly differentiation in action.” The question isn’t “Why are they playing?” The more important question should be “How can I incorporate play-based learning into my program to engage and motivate student learning?” The Primary Program document issued by the ministry to support the Primary Program introduced in the 1990s is being revised by the ministry. The original document emphasized the importance of play in the primary grades, not just in Kindergarten. Unfortunately, the shift to a testing agenda around students’ literacy, numeracy, and social responsibility skills has deterred teachers from staying true to the principles of the Primary Program and the Principles of Learning. To date, the draft of the new Primary Program document continues the emphasis of literacy, numeracy, and social responsibility. The importance of play is in the document, yet the emphasis is clearly more toward the “fundamentals,” in spite of all the evidence available about children’s need to explore their world in a variety of ways. The BCTF and the BC Primary Teachers’ Association are offering workshops to support the positive implementation of full-day Kindergarten. The Primary Program is in draft on the ministry website and can be reviewed and responded to until October 15, 2010. We will be offering workshops to support a play-based approach for all our primary learners and to highlight the positive features of an updated Primary Program. We have a wonderful opportunity to make learning engaging, motivating, and fun for both the student and the teacher—have fun out there—play, play, play and they will learn, learn, learn!  Carol Johns teaches at Highlands Elementary School, Cranbrook.  )
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media jthornthwaite last tweet "RT @BCGovNews: Keep you up to date on all the work being done on BC's Throne Speech commitments: http://t.co/G0SSHncdsG" @jthornthwaite - 04:13pm Follow @jthornthwaite BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141006,globalnews.ca,http://globalnews.ca/lifestyle/,Global News Your Region: National BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg On TV: News Hour Sections National National sections Locals Local sections Watch Watch sections Search Canada Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released Sections Health Money Consumer Tech Entertainment Environment Science Lifestyle Sports Featured Canada World Politics Investigations Canada Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released Your Region National Change BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Health Money Consumer Tech Entertainment Environment Science Lifestyle Sports Jump to a Region National BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Man trying to reach Bermuda in inflatable bubble rescued by Coast Guard Schedule NowNews Hour 6:30pmGlobal National More Programs Global National The West Block 16x9 The Morning Show More Personalities Dawna Friesen Carolyn Jarvis Liza Fromer Tom Clark More News Major snowfall covers N. Manitoba Entertainment ‘Gone Girl’ wins weekend box office News Journalist with Ebola arrives at US hospital Canada Quebecor sells off Sun newspaper chain News Crowdfunded bus debuts in Toronto Entertainment Depardieu reveals past as escort, thief Canada MPs debate motion for airstrikes in Iraq Sports NBA extends television deals for 9 years Trending Maple Syrup Heist Hong Kong protests Iraq crisis Luka Magnotta Ebola outbreak enterovirus D68 Ukraine Retail Wars Lifestyle Latest Lifestyle Videos 03:30 Morning News Saskatoon Out of Old Saskatchewan Kitchens 04:37 Morning News Saskatoon Love Life and Leggings by Tanis 05:29 The Morning Show Patti Stewart on One of a Kind Online Shop 03:52 Morning News Saskatoon Hypnotic haunted hollow 06:12 The Morning Show Award-winning photographer Steve Winter 06:09 The Morning Show Preet Banerjee on buying condos 05:49 Morning News Montreal Breakfast options for the not so hungry 04:55 Weekend Morning News Calgary Tom Jackson 03:59 Weekend Morning News Calgary Joshua Stoddart – Sugo Italian Food and Wine 04:37 Weekend Morning News Calgary Kenny Kaechele – The Workshop 02:07 Evening News Saskatoon When disciplining a child, is a time-out better or worse than spanking? 01:49 Morning News Saskatoon What’s happening around Saskatoon 04:40 Morning News Montreal Lachine Hospital Foundation’s fundraiser 07:40 Morning News Montreal Eastern Townships gourmet tour 06:27 The Morning Show Alex Thorne on toys that have stood the test of time 03:25 The Morning Show Jamie Ellerton on 1000 Dinners TO 05:21 The Morning Show Julian Sleath on Scotiabank Nuit Blanche 05:51 The Morning Show Janet Joy Wilson on books to read during your commute. 03:21 Morning News Saskatoon Percy looking for a new home 03:33 Morning News Saskatoon Oktoberfest in Saskatoon Latest Lifestyle News recipes 3 hours ago Halloween recipes: Liquid mud punch and pumpkin seed clusters Despite what the kids think, not all Halloween treats need to rot your teeth on contact. Continue reading → Coco Rocha 3 hours ago Canadian supermodel Coco Rocha announces she’s pregnant Canadian supermodel Coco Rocha announced Monday she is pregnant. Continue reading →   What is this? Branded content is written by or on behalf of our sponsor and not by Global News' editorial staff. If you'd like to learn more... What is this ? X What is this? Branded content is written by or on behalf of our sponsor and not by Global News' editorial staff. If you'd like to learn more... More stories below recipes 5 hours ago Recipe: Orange zest pudding with shaved dark chocolate A seasonal favourite and Halloween-themed recipe for orange zest pudding with shaved dark chocolate. Continue reading → seasonal produce October 3, 2014 1:14 pm Best recipes and foods for the fall season The temperature is dropping but that doesn’t mean it’s time to eschew fruits and vegetables. There’s still plenty of in-season produce to plan your meals around. Continue reading → Fashion October 3, 2014 12:09 pm “We know that we have a lot of passionate female fans and we wanted to pay more attention to them.” Christina Litz, CFL VP CFL teams up with Canadian retailer eLUXE on Grey Cup fashion → Cheap Eats October 3, 2014 11:59 am Urbanspoon lists best Cheap Eats in Vancouver, Calgary, Toronto, Montreal Urbanspoon has released its annual list of the best places to get a meal deal, and restaurants in Vancouver, Calgary, Toronto and Montreal have made the list. Continue reading →   What is this? Branded content is written by or on behalf of our sponsor and not by Global News' editorial staff. If you'd like to learn more... What is this ? X What is this? Branded content is written by or on behalf of our sponsor and not by Global News' editorial staff. If you'd like to learn more... Naheed Nenshi October 3, 2014 11:22 am Recipe: Calgary Mayor Nenshi’s Turkey Meatball soup How to make Naheed Nenshi’s Turkey Meatball Soup, which is featured in the Soup Sisters and Broth Brothers Cookbook. Continue reading → recipes October 3, 2014 11:13 am Recipe: Speedy roasted tomato and rice soup This creamy tomato and rice soup is an attempt to replicate a childhood comfort food, but with better results and much better ingredients. Continue reading → More stories below Kaleidoscope October 2, 2014 6:33 pm Local artist hopes to reintegrate art into Saskatoon culture By Jessica Kent Morning News Anchor A local artist explains how art can save lives, and highlights the positive impact it has had on the residents of a Saskatoon community centre. Continue reading → recipes October 2, 2014 2:58 pm Recipes for healthy breakfast bars, frittata and roasted chickpeas Desiree Nielsen wants people to realize that eating plenty of plant-based foods “will transform your life.” Here are some recipes to get you started. Continue reading → Load More Popular Now How does Ebola spread? 5 things you need to know 17958 Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released 9957 Accused Madeleine McCann Twitter troll found dead 9216 Ebola: 5 reasons why an outbreak is highly unlikely in Canada 5718 UPDATE: What’s the best, cheapest Canadian cellphone plan out there? 5633 Featured Content Canada Ebola: 5 reasons why an outbreak is highly unlikely in Canada What are the chances of an Ebola outbreak taking off in Canada? It isn’t likely, according to experts. And here are a number of reasons why. Continue reading → Environment Are we in the midst of a mass extinction? There have been 5 mass extinctions — the loss of 75 per cent or more of the world’s species — in Earth’s history. Scientists now believe that we are at the early stages of the sixth. Continue reading → Health Lab-grown penises may soon be ‘ready for testing’ on humans Researchers in North Carolina say penises grown in laboratories could “soon be ready for human testing,” offering hope for men who have had traumatic injuries or penile cancer. Continue reading → Canada Meet Rachel Parent — the teen fighting for GMO labelling in Canada Rachel Parent is a 15-year-old activist. Her goal: mandatory labelling in Canada of all genetically modified organisms, or GMOs that are found as ingredients in food. Continue reading → Canada Abandoned puppies on the mend Twenty hungry, cold and flea-infested puppies found in a Saskatchewan field are now being nursed back to health at Battleford’s Humane Society. Continue reading → Science Everything you need to know about Wednesday’s lunar eclipse On Oct. 8, Canada will be treated to its second lunar eclipse of the year. Find out what you can expect. Continue reading → Canada Can homegrown food win the climate change war? Wondering what’s the single most effective way to combat climate change? Plant a garden. Continue reading → Canada 16×9: An investigation into illegal lumber Timber thieves are stealing wood from the Russian Far East, processing it in China and then shipping it to North America, a 16×9 investigation has found. Continue reading → Highlights Hounds of Parliament: As commuting cyclist and budget watchdog, Frechette must make his presence known Frechette draws a line distinguishing his personality as a cyclist and as the parliamentary budget officer. But surely there’s a parallel between the assertive man he is on a bike and in the role of PBO? Continue reading → Email alerts Sign up for FREE daily Globalnews.ca newsletters and breaking news alerts Email Address National Daily News National Breaking News By clicking on the submit button, I have read, understood and agreed to our privacy policy Twitter Follow globalnews 5 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews USA Swimming suspends #MichaelPhelps for 6 months glbn.ca/ClLU9 pic.twitter.com/nqC3dQ3NhL 5 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews Hillary Clinton: military action against ISIS “critical” and “essential” globalnews.ca/news/1600343/w… #cdnpoli 17 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews Boy left in car during church choir practice dies glbn.ca/ClKBB Jump to a Region BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Connect Facebook Twitter Google+ RSS Contact Us Global News About Us Privacy Policy Principles & Practices Terms & Conditions Copyright Shaw Media Advertise Open Data © Shaw Media Inc., 2014. All rights reserved. Follow Follow “Global News” Get every new post delivered to your Inbox. Join 3,820 other followers Powered by WordPress.com Shaw Connect Expand News Entertainment Entertainment Home Celebs Movies TV Music Living Lifestyle Food Home & Living Sports Money Tech Travel Breaktime Autos Watch TV Online All Sites Global Global News Food Network HGTV History Television Showcase Slice DTOUR ET Canada National Geographic Movietime Lifetime H2 DIY Action NG Wild Mystery IFC BBC Deja Vu Twist)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=24171,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > October 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 2, October 2011   Thank you Canadian Direct Insurance and everyone else who helped out my classroom By Gurpreet Mahil  It is heart breaking when your classroom is broken into and all your computers and the television are stolen. It makes you angry when the attack is against students who have special needs. But, when a robbery happens a second time and the thieves break in using bolt cutters to do their smash and grab, you feel rage. My students, who are in the low incidence, dependent handicapped class at Langley Secondary School, could not understand why thieves would target them a second time. They had trouble expressing their feelings but I could feel their sadness and their parents spoke to me about the sleepless nights some were encountering as they tried to process the theft. As a teacher, after such a horrendous experience, you are left with the tough decision. Do you say nothing and hope that the school board would see the wrongness of the action, support you with making the insurance claim, and ensure restoration of the equipment? I chose to take action immediately and contact the press to tell the story. I wanted my students to tell the world that we will push back against crime fuelled by drug addiction. Everyone needed to know that a wrong had been committed and that we were going to try to restore our classroom. BCTF Advantage partner, Canadian Direct Insurance responded immediately with a commitment to restore all the computers and the television. They were equally disgusted by the mean-spirited way my students were treated by these thieves. Best Buy worked with Canadian Direct to process the order and offered their Geek Squad to set up all the equipment. Telus offered support and provided laptops, and the Geek Squad set them up to be useable in the resource room. A wonderful Surrey company, RobberStoppers, offered to secure the room and they did so in a way that protected the dignity of the students. Their gift to the class was so wonderful. The students in my program love soccer and were thrilled when the Vancouver Whitecaps offered support and encouragement to the students. We held a “restoration celebration” and Colin Brown, chief operating officer, Canadian Direct Insurance, flew down from Edmonton to present the computers and television to the students. He said, “As a community, we struggle together to help each other and that it is important to support the most vulnerable in our society. No child should have to go through this horrible experience.” Carl Valentine, Vancouver Whitecaps community liaison manager, said, “It is important for the students to know that we care and value their contribution to our society and what they experienced is wrong. We are part of the community and the Whitecaps feel proud to support the courage of the class to speak out about what happened to them.” My students were guests of the Whitecaps FC on June 18 at the soccer game against the Philadelphia Union. I was so proud of my class when they hosted the “restoration celebration” for the school and the donors. They presented beautiful signed plaques to each sponsor and we had an enjoyable luncheon. I want to thank my colleagues at Langley Secondary School for being so helpful and supportive in protecting the rights of my students and I want to truly thank Canadian Direct Insurance and all the other sponsors for helping us. Gurpreet Mahil, teacher, Low Incidence and Dependent Handicapped Program, Langley Secondary School, Langley.  Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2014/09/tentative-agreement-yes-or-no.html?showComment0751411157759158,Staffroom Confidential: Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, September 16, 2014 Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Despite what I know was a herculean effort on the part of our bargaining team, I very much hope that BC teachers will vote no to the tentative agreement. After five weeks of strike, and twelve years of legal battles, this is not the deal that will restore sanity to public education and it is not a fair deal for teachers and students. Just as teachers in Saskatchewan rejected a deal to ensure a better outcome, I hope BC teachers will consider a no vote to let our team know we have to go back to the bargaining table. Class size, composition The agreement provided a modified LIF fund starting at $75 million per year and increasing to $85 by the last year. It is for teachers only, which will mean a slight improvement in Districts where sizeable portions were spent on Education Assistants or senior District staff rather than teachers. However, in an average size District like Victoria (20,000 students, 1,000 teachers), this will translate into about 5-10 more teachers. That is one for every five schools. To put it in comparison, Justice Griffin's judgement estimated the lost funding due to lost class size language at about $330 million in current dollars. (Read more here about the proposed Education Fund.) I heard so many teachers speak up about the need to ensure that we do not return to over-crowded classes when the strike ends. This agreement does very little to alleviate what is the most pressing issue. Throwing away the court victory The agreement provides a "reopener" in the event we win on appeal our class size language. What this means is that the language returns, but is not implemented until new language is negotiated. Without the actual implementation of the returned language, there will be very little incentive for the government to bargain it back. We would essentially be back in the very same position we are in today, with government trying to bargain it out and us trying to bargain it back in. In my opinion, even if we were legislated back to work we would be in a superior position. If we won the appeal the government would then be forced to implement the language. We are thus throwing away our historic court victory and the bargaining pressure it potentially creates. The reopener is really only mildly less offensive than E80. In both cases, we have to bargain back what was illegally taken from our contract and the government will probably never have to restore it. In fact, the "reopener" creates the perfect opportunity for government to lock us out to try and force us to agree to something far inferior. Throwing away the remedy for the last twelve years The agreement provides $105 million to compensate for grievances over-sized classes for the last twelve years. Using Justice Griffin's estimates, our loss is roughly $300 million times 12 = over $3 billion. I cannot fathom how $105 million is a fair compromise. The BCTF's original proposal to put this money back into the system was a more fair and productive approach. This agreement means we can no longer go to the courts for a fair remedy. Wages The agreement is very close to government's original offer. While I would be willing to accept this if the class size language was returned, teachers should not be taking such a significant monetary loss without the commensurate gain in working conditions. We have lost roughly 12% of our annual salary. We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut. Minimal improvements There are very minimal improvements in preparation time for elementary teachers (10 minutes per week), and TTOC daily rate. The TTOC daily rate change may depend on your grid placement. It could actually be a wage loss for long term TTOCs who are above category 5 and step 7. There is also $11 million in health and dental benefits. At 40,000 members, this is $275 each. Hardly worth consideration in the context of the rest of the agreement. What next? There are a variety of options if we vote no. We can continue the strike. We can choose to return to work and continue bargaining. We do not, and should not, accept an agreement that doesn't meet our needs and doesn't meet the needs of students and public education. When Saskatchewan teachers rejected the first deal which had 5.5% wage increases over four years, the second deal had 7.3% increases over four years. They have said this still isn't good enough. For us, our main issue is classroom conditions. We need to say this isn't good enough. The way to do that is to vote no. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 7:48 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 124 comments: Troy MooreSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:17 PM The EC recommendation states the open clause will be argued from restored language. However, selling our grievances for nothing as the 105 million is strike savings, is plenty of reason to vote no. Further, no composition caps, but a fund controlled by Superintendents is enough reason to vote no. Thursday I will vote no.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:06 PM Re-opener also says "education fund" in place until new language bargained, so old language can disappear forever.Delete Reply Mme RousseauSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:33 PM Government starved us to death hoping we'd vote yes to whatever deal they'd offer. Planned it from the start.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:07 PM We can sill choose (collectively) to return to work if we reject this deal. Many options.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:09 PM Great analysis, Tara! I think that returning to work would be a bad idea. This will frustrate parents more if they need to find new ways to deal with taking care fo kids. USe the money given to you by the other unions. I am a teacher who had to quit for stress over the terrible condition of work (split FI grade 4/5, several low LD kids with little support, one severe with no support, 2 gifted (no support), and a principal who expected me to teach 2 separate social studies AND science programs)Delete Reply Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:56 PM Good points by all but the gov't succeeded in starving my family out and completly breaking us. I will be voting YES and live to fight another dayReplyDelete Replies schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:21 PM 'Fight another day'? In the last twelve years that we have been pushing back against this government, never has the tide tide been so much with teachers, class size/composition, and public education - and never has the government been pushed back onto the ropes (especially with the call for binding arbitration). What 'other day' is being proposed that we wait for? Now is the time. Vote 'no' and give the BCTF bargaining team a renewed mandate to get a decent deal for students and teachers.Delete Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:10 PM "Another day" means to wake up and realize that 2more weeks means my family of 5 could lose our home. It means I will do all I can to recall Cc, Factbender, and other mla's, and maybe even having "a guy I know" have a chat with them. In year 1 of their reign, I don't believe they even know what "the ropes" are. I will vote YES ...for my family, and I can live with thatDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:12 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply Karen FergusonSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:03 PM Just a question: When the Saskatchewan teachers voted no, had they already been on strike for 5 weeks?ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM No. They are working with no contract. They are not on strike.Delete Shannon DavisSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:23 AM I am a Saskatchewan teacher. We are not on strike; we are currently in the conciliation process after voting "no" to 2 previous offersDelete Reply "Mama Rose"September 16, 2014 at 9:27 PM Can we truly return to work without agreeing and continue bargaining? When I suggested returning to work a few weeks ago, the answer was "being on strike puts pressure on the gov't and without pressure they have no reason to settle." And can you explain more how legislating us back would be better than agreeing to this deal? And finally, why would the BCTF executive put forward a deal that was not a good one?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:30 PM Because they need confirmation of the resolve of the membership to get something better. That is what a no vote does.Delete Reply Troylana MSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:28 PM some great points to ponder, tara......thinking thinking....ReplyDelete schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:43 PM If we vote 'no' to the tentative deal we still have options: We'd not have a contract. But we could... a) strike with full picket lines b) partially strike with phase 1 (work-to-rule) in schools c) partially strike with periodic/rotating job action d) continue negotiating e) return to work and re-escalate strike f) some/all of the above ReplyDelete Replies Caroline MackenzieSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:21 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:14 PM a) will expedite matters (I say less that 3 days)Delete Reply danabjornsonSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:05 PM I am thinking that a legislated, crappier contract would only be in effect for 2 years max (before elections...). If we take this offer, then we will be agreeing to this pseudo-E80. Should we win the court case (which we likely will), we will have to settle on the terms of the THIS negotiated contract which doesn't actually restore learning conditions; it simply allows for those conditions to be negotiated. If we say n, then we default to the 2002 contract, which DOES restore the language. A "yes" vote is saying that we are good on "crumbs"; a "no" vote is saying we want an actual meal. That's my understanding, anyway. Please correct me where I am wrong, Tara. :)ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:44 PM And word is IF they legislate, they could opt to legislate back Grade 10-12 only causing the union to have to lay off all teachers and re-hire based on seniority. That will tear the union at the seams pitting teacher against teacher for those positions. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:17 PM There will be a general strike if that were to happen! They better not do this. They will regret it.Delete Reply imaginefunlearningSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:09 PM Some good points on the background of our fight over the past 12 years, which I have been actively engaged in; however we need to recognize the climate we are in. We are not in Sask. people! We have just come through a very long summer!! We need to thank our @bctf bargaining team & recognize the toll this has taken on all of us & our families. I don't have the luxury of more time on the strike line. This may be as good as it gets. Let's read the agreement and consider getting back to work and making some $ again! That's my 2 cents worth, which would come in really handy right now!!!ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:18 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply RobSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:11 PM Go back in work to rule mode. Work this winter to recall every Liberal MLA. ThAt is the only way to apply pressure to these criminals. ReplyDelete Replies Kate RestonSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:03 PM Recall! Not sure who won the battle but the war is still onDelete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:14 AM Well said Kate... I agree 100%Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:20 PM I think say NO and a better deal will be done in less than 3 days. These guys are not criminals, they are lower than that. I bet they get a sick pleasure in hurting the kids and the teachers.Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:31 PM An official recall is in the works: https://www.facebook.com/groups/316129595235450/?fref=ts Please consider joining.Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:26 AM Leah - do you honestly think anyone who voted BC Liberal did so thinking that they would act any differently on the education file?Delete Reply JJSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:16 PM I am glad to see other members who share my views. I am outraged at a 1.2 percent "raise" in salary per year that doesn't even meet inflation of currently 2%. I feel used and abused.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:23 PM Not to mention all of the other pittance! I am actually surprised that Iker asked teachers to vote on this! Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:18 PM Hi Tara Thanks for the summary! Will we be able to vote NO to the deal, but vote YES to returning to work? Will there be three options when we vote Thursday? Why did the BCTF agree to a substandard deal for us? If we vote no to a deal that was recommended to us, the teachers look like the bad guys and public approval will plummet. I am very disappointed and frustratedReplyDelete Replies KataSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:12 AM Public approval will not necessarily plummet. I have seen strikes where the membership has voted against the executive's "best results to date", and ended up with a better offer. This offer is an insult. The $300 million will not bring funding to the national average (I believe). More importantly, the wage offer is half of the average wage increase for public and private workers (StatsCan). Delete Reply MontySeptember 16, 2014 at 10:19 PM Thank you, Tara. My thoughts too, more clearly expressed. As well, Thursday is too soon to vote, too soon to vote, too soon to vote........ReplyDelete Richard ChalkeSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:21 PM Vote no and lose every shred of public support...just sayin!ReplyDelete Replies UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:31 AM I am a member of the public and would support a "no" vote. js!.Delete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:01 AM Richard Chalke, NO you won't! I am a mother with 3 adopted special needs children who need to be in a class that is designed for them and others like them (my kids are academically slightly delayed but their issues are more social and behavioural) where they can receive the education they deserve taught in a way they can comprehend. I will speak now for all the parents I know, and we will support the teacher's if they continue to fight for our children's best interest.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:28 PM It might not be pretty at first, but once we explain things (and I hope the Mandarin-speaking teachers flood the Richmond organization that voiced their concerns), they will back us. The 3 billions that the judge came to is the first I hear about. This should be stated to every newsmedia comment section in the province. Minimize pickets and flood those outlets with commenters, just like the Liberals do. Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:45 PM I am a member of the public and a single Mother of a child in the public school system. You will NOT lose one bit of my support if you vote no. I know that you are sacrificing so that my child can have a better education, and I am most grateful for it. Having said that, I also know that you are exhausted and broke. I have been dreading that you may have to settle for less than what you (we) deserve because the government succeeded in breaking you. I am not in your shoes, so cannot judge. If the vote is a yes, I understand and I am still behind you. Delete Reply Alison RocheSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:25 PM It is a crap deal. It's always a crap deal. Once you raise the stakes to striking, anything else is a cave in. The last time we walked out was the 3 day illegal strike where I threw away 1200$ and got EXACTLY the same contract I had the year before. The BCTF called it a win because they didn't rip up MORE of my contract. Ridiculous. There are a few of us that believe that working to contract, doing 100% of your teaching job and nothing more (like paying for supplies out of your own pocket or EC) is the only way teachers will survive this government. What if they get re-elected again? Then what? Teachers have lost thousands to these clowns to make "statements" about the state of public education in this province. We can't keep sacrificing ourselves and our families. And in the meantime, you talk to parents about why you have to take this crappy road. Because up until this strike they mostly didn't care about the state of education, but god forbid you didn't run a Sports Day. Then suddenly they wanted to know what the hell was going on. Keep the conversation going in schools. Attend your PAC meetings and stop enabling this govt to underfund and overwork the system. And still get paid!ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:20 AM I am very excited at the prospect of returning to my beloved job on Friday. However I will NOT continue to put my personal money into my classroom and I will be seriously reconsidering my involvement in extra curriculars. I think we shoot ourselves in the foot with all the unpaid work we so willingly volunteer to do. Delete Reply FCSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:38 PM I heard a rumour last week from a loose lipped government insider that after the 22nd, depending on the outcome of the negotiations the Liberals were going to announce a 3 step process. I was not clear if this was based on 3 steps to resolve the strike (perhaps the 3rd step is legislation??) or 3 steps to overhaul the education system, either way, they will settle it outright. I wish you all luck and all the information that you need to make a sound decision of what you feel is best.ReplyDelete Replies Lisa BurrowsSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:53 PM I have heard similar rumours. On the 23rd, the gov. was planning on introducing a $6000 per year voucher system for 3 choices: an academic or trades program, or something called EducationCanada. Not clear whether their intention was to privatize the public system, de-certify teachers and hire them back under new wage/benefits. Not clear where these rumours originated from. Maybe fear tactics to get teachers to vote yes. In any event, I plan on voting yes. I signed up to be a teacher, not a martyr. This strike has cost us a lot. We need to regain our livelihood and hopefully continue the conversation about class composition. We have at least awakened many people to the issue, and the court case is still an avenue that could eventually improve teaching and learning conditions.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:33 PM I urge all teachers to fight and say NO to this deal. Retired teacher who had to retire because horrendous work conditions. Make me proud. They will not last long if you say NO! I know this is tough, but there is money and I hear that Van City does offer loan at low to 0 %. Banks do allow you to miss a mortgage payment. Go talki to your banker.Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM Will school districts require teachers to make up missed days, as suggested in the media? Will the school calendar be changing to make up for the missed three weeks and if so will we be made aware of those changes PRIOR to the vote? ReplyDelete KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:41 PM "Wages..... We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut." And that is the cost of going on strike!!! There is nothing that can be done about that. You cannot go on strike and put up the raise you want every week to compensate for your time on strike - it doesn't work that way.ReplyDelete Replies Drew StevensonSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:59 AM I believe the missing "..." Suggests that they meant to refer to the losses against inflation since the last wage step increase. Thus this contract does not allow us to recover the buying power lost to inflation since the last non contract or "0%" year. Add those up and compare against the proposed increase and you see that by the end of the contract, we won't be able to afford the same value of goods (loaves of bread, watts of energy, litres of gas) that we could at the end of the last contracts term. It was not a comment about wages that were lost in the strike. Those are really small potatoes when compared to the grinding power of inflation over years and years. The next contract will use this latest for a bench mark so these losses to inflation will grind at all teachers for as long as they teach. A death of a thousand cuts to our ability to afford basic goods and services. Any raise less than inflation is a cut to the value placed on us and on our ability to pay our bills. Delete Reply Ed SSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:09 PM Having lost $20,000 (including summer school wages) as the single income for a family of five is far too much; I will be voting YES to the deal, unless the independently wealthy teachers out there who wish to continue the strike will pay my bills and mortgage for me.ReplyDelete Replies Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:14 PM I feel ya. Yes for meDelete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:18 AM Ed S. With all due respect (and I mean that), how did you lose $20,000 in the strike? Teachers were out 2 weeks (all out) before they were supposed to be in June, and now 3 weeks for the start of school? It is my understanding that teachers don't get paid through the summer months. Please correct me if I'm wrong, wherever I'm wrong. Shouldn't you have been financially alright for the summer months at least? Also all teachers knew this strike had a possibility of extending into the new school year but no one teacher budgeted for this possibility? I'm truly just trying to get a clear picture of where this all stems. NO disrespect intended.Delete BlairSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:12 AM Kelly, not Ed but if you look at the numbers there was the 10% lockout haircut in May/June plus the loss of most of June and the loss of much of September. In our 1 teacher (1 non) household we calculated a $9 K - $10 K loss so far. If you add summer school earnings you can easily make the loss in the $20 k zone. As for budgeting, we budget for the summer, but did not expect the 10% haircut, nor the loss of June/Sept days which completely messed our budgeting calculations. A very good friend (single teaching mother) was crushed by the loss of the June income and is without a penny today.Delete Mr. SmoothSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:35 PM The only one who didn't get a haircut was Jim Iker... and he needs one more than anyone else. What's with that over-coiffed 70"s mullet Jim? Does wonders for the BCTF brand image!Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:55 PM Jim's hair is not open for discussion in a respectful space like this. As for his salary, he is a teacher who does not get paid when we are on strike.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:04 PM Totally agree!Delete Reply Mr. GSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:24 PM If I thought they could do any better I would agree with voting NO, but you have to be realistic. The BCTF does not use professionals to bargain and always ends up with much less than they promise the membership when asking for a strike vote. While this is not a great deal for teachers, I really think you're fooling yourself if you think it'll get any better.ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:02 AM BCTF needs to be replaced with younger more adept representatives and advocates. Also, we should be hiring professional contract negotiators - you don't go into battle with cut throat corporate types with a wooden knife. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:37 PM This is BAD deal! Say NO to it and show those (expletives) that we will not take it anymore! Come on! Show them that teachers have a spine! They will respect us, oddly!Delete Reply retaSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:51 PM I agree with Richard. Those in the public that are uniformed would be furious, and there are many teachers who just can't afford to use their wages as their voice any longer - too much has already been donated to the government. In my opinion, the deal is pretty lame. I am sitting on the fence.ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:24 AM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:26 AM So true!!! I cannot afford to fight this battle for public education any longer. Why is this my personal and professional obligation??? However I think this deal is weak weak weak. I also think its the best we are going to get. Ideologically I'm on the fence but my wallet will vote YES.Delete Reply SirThinksToo MuchSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:54 PM My wife and I will be voting "Yes" on Thursday for it is the middle path. The easy path would have been for us to go back to school with E-80 & E-81 over our heads. The difficult path would be for us to vote "No" and put our mortgage at risk and having to continue asking retired parents for handouts to feed a family with three kids. The middle path is the wisest choice for us considering the current political climate in which those who do not teach are the quickest to judge it harshly.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:41 PM I understand that this is really tough for you! I almost died teaching a few month ago. I had to quit. Please consider holding on and say no. Remember the short loss in salary will be offset in the LONG-RUn by better salary increase. This is a joke! They will be laughing at you even more if we accept this. This is a very bad deal! However, I do respect your position!Delete Reply DaleSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:16 AM Why would classroom conditions be better on October 9th after being legislated back? We have been outplayed because of our stubborn refusal to outdated, tired old tactics. It is because of these actions that have led us to this terrible deal. Time to reset, regroup and stock up for the long haul. Can't do it if half the members commit hara kiri on themselves. We are a union of professionals not a cult. ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:49 AM Could not agree more.Delete schreck!September 17, 2014 at 9:44 AM Could you please advise which tactics you believe could have been used to secure a superior deal?Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:47 AM Full disclosure: I'm a BC Liberal supporter. The only people who would benefit from a NO vote are the BC Liberals. Teachers would be bargaining with no leverage whatsoever and would be viewed by a large segment of the population as unreasonable. The BC Liberals then get portray themselves as the only party capable of dealing with the BCTF. schreck! says that the BCTF has the government on the ropes, but he couldn't be farther from the truth. The government wants people to view the BCTF as their primary opponent. Disputes like this just shore up the BC Liberal base and protect its right flank. Any half-baked recall campaign will only reinforce that. It's true teachers aren't going to recoup the lost wages from the strike. I would suggest to you that that means this job action was probably not in teachers' interests, especially without any sort of appreciable strike fund. This is the best deal teachers were ever going to get with this government and people should have been able to recognize that in June. If you want my advice (which you probably don't), it would be to spend the next 5 years building up a strike fund, electing better leaders, and hiring a professional negotiating team. Don't bring a knife to a gunfight and expect things to go well. Focus on getting the best deal you can from whoever the government is rather than trying to change the government, the HST, Kinder Morgan or a thousand different issues that distract from education and erode the union's finances further. You'd be doing yourself a favour, and probably doing the NDP a favour at the same time. Also, if schreck! is David Schreck, you can thank his opposition to STV for the last two BC Liberal majorities. I know I do.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:11 PM One step would be to stop making political contributions to the NDP. This only contributes to the childish animosity and lack of trust that has constantly characterized negotiations. How else can the Socreds/Liberals view teachers except as enemies when they so publicly support their opponents. This stupid confrontational immature approach has to STOP!!!!! Education should not be a political fight when it is so obviously a valuable benefit to our society. It was an NDP government that legislated teachers back to work in 1993. Stop making education a political fight.Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:10 PM I don't think they have to go that far. CUPE and the Nurses still contribute to the NDP yet they don't have the same acrimonious relationship. CUPE and the Nurses just make their members their priority, and broader advocacy second.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:55 PM Ryan (possibly a Liberal paid commenter), with all due respect, I disagree with you. The cumulative increase in lieu of this will be better. Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can. I say to Iker, ask for 6% over 3 years because these people love to play the 15% over 15 year game to make it so big on the surface. Some people think that this is 15% every year. Believe me! I have seen it in comment sections. Others believe that the 15% is too high not understanding that they must divide things over the duration of the contract. It is time that we play it smarter. It is time to put the foot down and ask for money given to us by other unions, if it is needed. Banks can accept one late mortgage payment. It would be suicidal for them to not help. Imagine the possible damage if that ever leaks out. They could lose a lot in teacher money. I for one would pull my money out of a bank in support! Teachers are going to show this government that we have a spine! Enough is enough! Aren't you tired of being treated like kids? (Retired teacher who almost died in a car accident because of work conditions that were horrendous. I had to quit.)Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 AM Not paid by the BC Liberals. I pay them actually... :/ I imagine astroturfers of any affiliation wouldn't disclose their bias. "Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can." How did that work in May 2013? If the teachers reject a contract that their own union endorsed, it will make teachers seem unreasonable. Whether that perception is true or fair is irrelevant. It's what will happen, and teachers will be weaker as a result. Take my advice. Build up a strike fund and focus on the internal governance of the BCTF for the next 6 years. You'll be better off for it. Or not. I don't mind you or others making it easier for the party I support to get elected. I'd just rather not see kids and teachers hurt in the process.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:37 AM Ah! The "don't-hurt-kids" card, hey, when you have underfunded education for 12 years! WOW! That takes the cake! Are your trolling? Oh! You are serious? :) Would you be surprised if I don't follow your advice, considering your lack of logic? Would you be surprised if others don't follow your advice? It is ttue that bullies like you and your ilks love to show who is the boss, who is the teacher now! I suspect that is at the root of the problem! No one wants to fail in school! No one wants to get the strap! Sad that today's teachers don't like it too! But, who cares, we are ... teachers! We deserve it! BAH! BAH! BAH!Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:22 PM That's fine. I look forward to another 16 years of BC Liberal government.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:41 PM 16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate! Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan! Sociopaths do that!Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 9:35 AM "16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate!" 16 years of our opponents still don't understand why they lost. Like I said, that's fine with me. If I said the Liberals would be in power for at least another 13 years back in 2004 you probably would have laughed too. Heck, if I told you on May 13 last year that the BC Liberals would be reelected on May 14 you'd probably have laughed too. And you were wrong. Why is that? Answer that question if you want the NDP to win the next election. Without a correct answer to it, the NDP's cause is hopeless. "Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan!" You feel they are flawed, and that's fine. I don't go around calling people who disagree with me sociopaths, nor do I accuse them of being paid shills. But I also don't feel much need to address your ad hominems. There are logical arguments to support your position, but argumentum ad hominem is not one of them. It's a textbook logical fallacy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 1:15 PM Ah! Now I get it! It is all ego-based! You think because you voted the winning party that you are a winner and we are losers! You think because you predicted that the Liberals would win, you are winner. That does not make YOU a winner or the Liberals! It is called DEMOGRAPHICS, you expletives. The baby boomers are getting old and because they have more assets and won't make a whole lot more for too long, they need to vote a govn't who is going to do just that! It is not rocket science! WOW! You think you are so superior when your party stole an election with 47% of the popular vote. That's not a majority and your party should not have been elected. BTW, did you delete from your ethical memory the words Ethnic voting scandal? The field is slanted and you know it. However, you are so willing to minimize, forget the scams and bad fairplay tactics like a sociopath is allowed to minimize or ignore his or victims emotions that you don't see that you are the loser, we are the victim of your constant bullying. 1% wage increases after years of 0% increases and you can justify that when Yahoo reports that the average Canadian can hope to get 2.5% this and next year: https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html You Liberals behave like fascists, but we can't call you that because that's not allowed! Well! Guess what? It is and you are. Live with it! You keep on dreaming you are a genius! :) I am retired, getting soon a nice pension, and laughing at you from a beach somewhere! AHAHA! Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 2:14 PM What's with the name calling Peter? For someone claiming to be retired you really don't show the wisdom of age. For someone who talks about logic, you use logical fallacies like ad hominems a lot too. It's a fair point that the BC Liberals didn't get a majority of the vote (and I'm a very big supporter of electoral reform). The BC Liberals + Conservatives did though, and I don't think it's realistic to expect the BC Conservatives to have been more generous had they been part of government. Last time I checked I just voted. I didn't "victimize" anyone. Perhaps your rage is misplaced. If you think the election was "stolen" I'm afraid I have to question your grasp on reality though. "Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?" I'm glad you'll have a pleasant retirement Peter. I have no ill will towards you. I'm not sure why you think I do. I'm not saying people were *right* to vote BC Liberal. That's a matter of opinion. All I'm saying is people *did* vote BC Liberal. More voted BC Liberal than BC NDP for the last 5 elections in a row actually. You need to understand why that happened in order to change it for the next election. Clearly you're not interested in that though. Which is fair enough. Just remember next time you're upset about something the BC Liberals do that your lack of interest is part of why the BC Liberals get elected at all.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 3:23 PM I love your culture --or the lack of thereof! Guess what, stop thinking averybody is white and must follow your little rules. Namecalling? Sociopath? Whaaaat? And, what if you are? Still can't call you that? :) You fascist right-wingers are big on censorship! I just don't like you giving us lessons on how to get the NDP in. As stated, people are voting right of the NDP because it is a matter of demographics and a little ethnic vote buying on the side. The rest is mumbo jombo. Yes, of course, they will have to go on strike in the future and yes they will have to build a strike fund. The Liberals stole that from the BCTF too! And, you wonder why I don't have any respect for them? Yes, electoral reform is needed! We agree!Delete Reply JJ GeorgeSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:46 AM As a parent, I support the teachers and respect whether they choose to vote yes or no. However I noticed a discrepancy here from other information I've read regarding prep time for elementary teachers. Here it states minimal improvement to prep time - only 10 minutes per week being added. Elsewhere I read that it is 100 minutes per week for prep, increasing by an additional 10 minutes in the final year. That is a significant difference, and worth noting. Or have I completely misunderstood?ReplyDelete Replies Anne-MarieSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:59 AM Elementary teachers currently have 90 minutes of preparation time per week so an increase to 100 minutes per week is only gaining 10 minutes. In other provinces and some private schools they have as much as 45 minutes of prep time per day.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:56 PM Thank you for inquiring!Delete DW ZSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:57 PM You're right JJ George. There is a significant difference around the province regarding preparation times. In my district elementary teachers currently get 100 minutes of prep time. This new proposal is useless to me. I'll have to wait 6 years to gain an extra 10 minutes. Delete Reply UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:11 AM Almost nobody gets cost of living adjustments. Also inflation is NOT 2%. Do some research and look at the CPI for BC over the last 24 months. The average over the last 2 years is 0.7%, not 2%. The CPI changes every month so you cant just look at the highest month and declare that THE inflation rate. Check out the 12 month averages document for the actual numbers. http://www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/StatisticsBySubject/Economy/ConsumerPriceIndex.aspx All that being said I support the teachers. if you think this is a bad deal as a parent my dream would be for the teachers to vote no but continue bargaining because I do think the kids need to be in school and I do fear that the teachers will lose all support if the strike continues. All I ask as a parent is that you do your own research and try not to be swayed by all the opinions. ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:01 AM Inflation for August was 2.1% (http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/economy/cpi-report-expected-to-reveal-rise-in-canadas-core-inflation-rate/article20593943/). The CPI is a year-over-year calculation.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:43 AM Inflation should be looked at as a yearly average, not an individual month.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:34 PM The lawyers do not believe we have compromised our court deal. Our leadership would not have sold us out. We dodged a bullet. The Premier had something loaded even if we are not sure what it was. The idea that we could simply return to work is not guaranteed. I think a no vote could easily lead to the Liberals locking us out again because the Premier wants to crush us and she will use any excuse. She did not want to take the advice of her people and do this deal. I am certain a plan for drastic action (where we have to take the concessions they had planned) or worse - was in place. We can't guarantee the press will do any better job explaining the complexities should we say no. They rarely sided with us in markets outside of Vancouver where people are more political and they often misled or allowed others to mislead. They are not helping and would sensationalize. This would see dissolution of support very quickly - especially if we asked for wages. (Though admittedly it angers me that we can't ask for wages without being accused of being greedy when that is what most bargaining units do). But we have argued this is about kids and while this is not ideal - it is better to have teachers than not. The deal does suck in that it does not bring us to par - but this fight needs to be won with a strategy that is political and capacity will do that in another round. We have some support - but it is limited to the choir. We need to have the pews too. We need to build that capacity while working and continue to find allies because the fight is bigger than most people want to consider. This is about ideology and about privatization. Education always was political but never more so than now and we have to fight this party or the conservatives who would do the same or worse. No teacher who is responsible can ignore the politics any longer. That is simply the truth. If you work in the system you better get informed and you better be prepared to fight until retirement for the system. That said, I want to ask the same question others are asking: Why is this the job of 42,000 teachers and not the job of all citizens who want equality to fight for this right? It is time (while the conversation is still on-going and up to and including election night) for us to guide the public where we can but mainly play our part by not propping the system up. Make poverty known. Make noise about shortfalls, ask questions (in the media or in board offices ) about who is going to fix it instead of paying ourselves, volunteer some but wait for the pubic to step up so they see what schools lack. I hate the deal too. But I trust Vince Ready and Iker and I don't think we could have done better right now. I think we dodged a bullet because I have read everything this government has put out and followed the trail. They plan to privatize and they are just looking for the route. Voting YES for now does not mean we are giving up. It does not mean a win in the way we wanted but we have won a battle that will lead to us winning the war. If we don't rest up and stock up we might not get there.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:57 PM Well, if it is bigger than just this battle, then we will need ALL the unions to strike if they do indeed use drastic (draconian) measures. I say it is time for ALL of the unions to call a general strike. I guarantee that they will not like that one bit. What will they do then? Call the army? :) People in Europe, at the end of the 19th century stood up in mines. General strikes do occur in Europe and have. If you think you had it tough, think of them who stood tall for US in tougher times and conditions. Make sacrifices. Sell furniture. Tutor on the side. Ask for the BCTF money. Ask your banker to help. As friends and relatives. If we say NO, it won't last long. If they legislate us back, let's call a general province-wide strike of all unions. Delete Reply Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:47 AM Between CC's smug smile as she celebrates slaughtered teachers and Jim Iker's goofy grin - seemingly unaware that he has been a willing puppet, I am thoroughly disgusted. Over the next 5 years, teachers will be in an increasingly bad situation financially, classrooms will continue to be too large and complex with increasing medical, social and environmental issues impacting academic delivery. It could not be less obvious that things will continue to worsen. The Liberals have ensured that BC is rapidly becoming the Canadian Monaco for rich off shore interests and wealthy corporations. Soon the underpaid "workers" will have to be bussed in daily to Vancouver - Asian style. The only recourse is to move to just about any other province and bring in up to $100,000 more over the six years with much less cost of living. So we are bailing, encouraged by friends who have gotten positions in Manitoba and Alberta. My colleagues and I discovered through contacting several school boards across Canada that specialist (special needs and behavioural) and secondary science teachers are in particular demand. I want to work in a professional, respectful environment where the needs of all children are considered a priority and where I feel inspired to do my best. However, I want my vote to reflect the wishes of teachers who will be here over the next 6 (5) years, so very much appreciate your blog and opportunity to read the comments.ReplyDelete Bert SlaterSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:11 AM To vote YES will throw away 12 years of effort, and 2 victories in BC Supreme Court. To vote YES will be to snatch defeat from the jaws of victory. If you vote YES what bargaining power do you think you will have - the government will do nothing, and then what do you think you will do - take job action? PLEASE VOTE NO.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:59 PM Time to show you have a spine!Delete Reply RodSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:06 AM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Cool HandSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 AM Wouldn't a 'No' vote be a vote of no confidence in the BCTF itself?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:02 AM Not at all. It is just a message to the leadership we need to do better. The strength of the union is the members, and we support the leadership by giving them direction through democratic means.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:40 PM I disagree. How else can a recommendation by the EC to vote yes be interpreted? Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:00 PM I am sure people will interpret this both ways, but it is a vote. If it is supposed to be a "Yes", because it might be interpreted one way, then why bother having a vote?Delete Kate TSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:07 AM Yes , it would be. I don't think we could come out much better than this with this government. How will a No obtain that? Christy will be happy, she can declare the BCTF gone and roll out her plan to privatize. Delete Reply David DeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:06 AM A no vote would be a rejection of a the court victories defied by the government and an inadequate deal containing some vague promises that won't meet the needs of teachers or students on class size and other important issues.In Ontario elementary teachers get 200 minutes of prep time per 5 day cycle. I know there is financial hardship, but the union has received close to $2 million in donations from other unions; is there no way of accessing hardship funds? At minimum, vote no and return to work on work to rule with various strike options.ReplyDelete Erica JonesSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:25 AM This article actually makes me so mad. It is NOT better for the kids that they have missed almost all of june and all of september. This is what you signed up for in BC as a teacher. Get on board or GET OUT.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:20 PM Is this really what teachers signed up for? At my high school, each class has about 30 kids, with an average of 17 kids per classroom with an identified learning disability. Our district says that there should be no more than 4 kids per classroom.. How do you expect non-specialist teachers to help each student when over half of them require more resources because of a learning disability? Furthermore, are you generalizing the "better-ness" to all the kids in BC? Because I don't think that it would be better if kids went back considering the learning environment isn't up to par. There are barely any Education Assistants, and support teachers for the multitude of children who need them. While I recognize and appreciate your enthusiasm for education, please realize that the public school system isn't a daycare. Also, please think about your words and the learning environment prior to speaking out. By the way, we're not an autocracy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:08 PM I can understand your frustration! Understand mine! I almost died at 7:30 pm one night returning from teaching a FI split class with several students who did not get enough support or no support at all. The principal expressed to me that he expected me to teach 2 different social studies programs and 2 different science programs. ANYONE I talked to knows that this is impossible to do, especially in French Immersion when kids get no support at home and books are often too hard for students to read. I had to quit my job. I did it for me and did it for the kids. I was like a surgeon who is asked to operate on 5 patients with an old scalpel with 2 inexperienced nurses. Predictably, 4 patients would die and I would be reprimanded! Teachers are put in terrible conditions and kids too. I hope you have the openmind to consider the reality of this honest personal anecdote. I also wish you to understand that this is likely not an isolated incident. What will it take? A kid to commit suicide because he or she is not getitng enough support?Delete Reply hilarySeptember 17, 2014 at 10:29 AM It is incorrect to equate lost funding with what the teachers would have received in grievances. The two are not equivalent. The starting position of the BCTF was $225M, so they never expected $3B to resolve grievances. I'm also interested to know where you get your figures on overcrowded classrooms. A recent Globe and Mail article says that classrooms are, on average, smaller than the caps set in 2002.ReplyDelete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:36 AM The signing bonus should be roughly $2500 each: 105 million divided by 41 thousand.ReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:53 AM It is not that simple. The $105 million is to be allocated by the union. The term "signing bonus" has been crossed off on the signed document. Some of that money may be used to pay union debts. Don't know this but clarification would be useful.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:16 PM Just quoting from the CBC news website, "And finally there are details of $105-million fund to settle grievances stemming from the ongoing court case. The BCTF says that money will be given out as a signing bonus, with specific amount yet to be determined."Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:34 AM I think it would be smart to put at least part of it into your strike fund.Delete Reply WheelsSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:55 AM If the money is used as a signing bonus, it should be based on FTEReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:12 PM Yes I am sure it will be based on FTE. The question is how much of the $105 Million is actually distributed. This is up to the union, and I am told that it is yet to be decided.Delete GuruSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:44 PM And don't forget all the retired teachers who are entitled to a share of it.Delete Reply Geoff OrmeSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:18 PM In another discussion of this someone suggested that under BC Labour Law a no vote means rejection of the proposed deal, and that means the strike continues until either: - the union in question elects to stand down - another tentative deal is presented or - the government imposes a legislated contract. I think the last of these is the most likely, and I believe the legislated contract would be draconian and brutal. What do you think, Tara? Also, I would appreciate your thoughts on Sandy Garossino's comments at https://storify.com/Garossino/should-teachers-accept-the-contractReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:14 PM If this is so, in a few month (likely a couple of years), teachers will win so much more with a Supreme Court judgment! It is possible that the Liberals know that the higher courts are stacked by Liberal judges (that is what happen when judges are chosen, not elected). In any case, a negative settlement (or not a great judgment) will galvinize the public to reform the way the Supreme court judges are being chosen. I doubt that any govn't will want that to happen. A legislated contract will make the LIbs look like sociopaths and dictators.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:47 PM Peter I think you are expecting far too much from the public, many of whom are only paying attention to this matter due to kids being home from school. The public are not remotely this savvy on the political process.Delete Reply IslanderSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:09 PM I am a continuing education teacher. We have it even worse and we are not listened to enough about our poor conditions. Those include no prep time (and we do have to mark and do report cards many times a year sometimes and commonly for 30 students in a class), travelling to different schools with no compensation, and having next to no breaks in between 3 hour classes. I worked for two years with no lunch break and taught 6 hours straight (just 15 min. breaks) to be told, "don't complain since there are others who will do it". We then got 15 min. breaks in between classes. Most of our students are wealthy immigrants, many who try to stay in classes as long as possible since the classes are free. After spending a year in Germany, I realize how better organized it is where the immigrants pay to learn the language on a sliding scale, and have to pay for a student book as well for each class. We do not even have text books, but photocopy so much at tax payers' expense. This is not right. I then teach summer school since we were not on a 12 month continual salary and most of those students are also immigrants (at least 75%). This is also free and it is becoming so common and the new immigrants know this is free babysitting and tutoring. I think one main problem is that we have so many new immigrants in our classes who need ESL like this article states about our inclusion style of education nowadays: http://www.vancouversun.com/life/Shelley+Fralic+trouble+with+schools/10203596/story.html I am honored to be teaching and like my job, but it does get exhausting especially since I need two or three jobs to pay the mortgage that I now no longer have.. back to renting since it all I can afford in this city that has become so expensive. And many don't realize that it is very very difficult to get to full time work as a teacher here. There was a formula that made it take about 10 years to get to f/t (now finally changed). I have been without pay for 3 months, and now had to finally rent a place in anticipation of returning to work, so I have to vote "yes", but please keep the comments coming for what alternatives we have. Maybe we have to just educate the public in a better way than picketing; maybe get out and walk around malls and talk to people and hand out pamphlets on how this liberal government is hurting this. Most Asians (probably just the new who are from such a different system) are already against the teachers since they do not seem to understand what is going on. http://www.vancouversun.com/Business/asia-pacific/Chuck+Chiang+Many+Asian+families+place+blame/10202757/story.htmlReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:17 PM First of all, myn thoughts are with you! I think your ideas about using different strategies is smart. Picketing is not a very good strategy to let people know about things. I think using the membership to flood media comment sections would be more effective. Going to talk to the public might be a good idea along with this, I think. Phone the BCTF and ask for support.Delete Reply Marsha HolleySeptember 17, 2014 at 1:36 PM A teachers wife Vote no you have come to far to back down. It is a -----Y DEAL. ReplyDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:45 PM Ask yourself WHY teachers cannot get 1/2 of the average increase in salary of the private sector? (The Libs will tell you because there are sooooooo many teachers, but I also hear that there are provinces where there is a need for teachers!) TORONTO - A new study says that Canadians, on average, can expect about the same size salary increase next year as in 2014. Human resources consultants Pal Benefits says a survey of 401 organizations, mainly in Ontario, Alberta and British Columbia, projected salary increase for 2015 at an average of 2.79 per cent. That was almost unchanged from the 2.74 per cent average increase projected in last year's survey. Meanwhile, in addition to the average salary increase remaining relatively steady year over year, the survey found that the percentage of employers who plan to freeze salaries appears to have stabilized at eight per cent —in the same percentages as was projected in 2014. Breaking down the numbers further, the survey found the average salary increase anticipated in the engineering, financial services and high technology sectors was three per cent. That compared with an average of 2.5 per cent on the low end for organizations in durable manufacturing. https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.htmlReplyDelete "Mama Rose"September 17, 2014 at 9:12 PM I used to agree with you, Tara, and appreciate you bringing these items to your blog to get us all thinking. But after a very long night and day of research and discussion, I realize I will be voting yes tomorrow. Here is why: I don't care about salary or benefit increases. That is not why I went on strike. I don't care if this tentative deal is not good for teachers. That's not why I went on strike either. For me, the single most important issue is class size and composition. I want to work in a classroom where I have enough time and resources available to me to adequately help all the students I teach. And while it is true that this tentative deal will not change anything in the classrooms right now (or at least most of our classrooms), I realized that we couldn't actually make changes in that area because the issues of cs and c is before the courts. When I made that connection and realized that this round of bargaining was really about a "good enough" agreement regarding wages, then the deal seems, well... good enough. BUT, the best part, is the language the BCTF legal team made around the furture court decision (the re-opener). They have it in writing that if we win the court case (which is likely) and when we have to start bargaining class size and comp again (that is exactly what Justice Susan Griffin said we would have to do) we will be STARTING from the 2002 levels. To make this simple to understand, I explained it to my friends using a number line. With this new language, the BCTF starts the next round of bargaining at say a 50. The government will want us to go to 10 or 15, and we'll compromise and end up maybe 25. But WITHOUT that language, we would have started bargaining at a 10 and only gone down from there. So I do believe it is the best deal possible, it still factors in the biggest issue (from my perspective), we do not lose the important gains of the past, and most importantly, everyone gets to go back to school.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 PM Mam Rose, I appreciate your point of view and your courage. However, let me point out to you and the readers that a decision at the BC supreme court might not turn out the way teachers anticipate. We all know that judges are appointed and who does the appointing? "All justices of the BCSC (including the position of Chief Justice and Associate Chief Justice) are appointed by the federal cabinet, on recommendation of the Minister of Justice. Masters are appointed by the provincial cabinet, on recommendation of the Attorney General in consultation with the Chief Justice." (Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Supreme_Court_of_British_Columbia) Now, I would like to think that all of those people are objective, but they are appointed and we know that there are political appointments. They have a lot of discretion over the laws and judgments. I am willing to bet that the BC Liberals do know this and are betitng the farm (or do they know something we don't know) that the Supreme Courts are stacked against teachers? So, I am not sure if we can count on a WIN if we proceed with the court ruling. I think we would be better to negotiate and negotiate a better deal.Delete Reply retaSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:57 AM Yes...no...yes...no...The last two days have been this. I’ve read so many articles and comments over the past few months and, I can say, I have learned a lot. I know this is not a great deal for teachers right now. I will be voting yes. This is why… 1. The children. Without going into the multiple issues (e.g., grad, post secondary, trades, sports, global education/trips, planned activities, those with varying degrees of special needs, those that need a soft place to land, etc., etc.) the children need to get on with their education. 2. The parents. For many parents, this strike is a financial burden. We do not like to be called baby sitters, but for many living below the poverty line, school is a financial relief. Winter is coming; gas bills will be expensive. 3. Poverty. Remember, BC has the highest child poverty rate in Canada. Schools feed and clothe numerous children. 4. The other systems educators work collaboratively with. MFCD, CYMH, foster parents, group homes, and the multitude of non-profit agencies that support vulnerable children and families are bursting at the seams. We are a part of that team. 5. CUPE. While some have been paid during this strike, that money is coming from districts. It was not provided by the government. And, CUPE is a partner in education - from the bus drivers to the tech dept to custodians to secretaries to EAs and so on. 6. Small Businesses. In our little towns, the school district is the number one employer. There is a direct cause-effect relationship between loss of wage and loss of business. 7. Money. The amount of money that is needed to reverse the erosion of the public education system over numerous years cannot be recouped in one sitting. This agreement is a start. It’s not much but the stage has been set. 8. THE COURT CASE. That is why we were on strike. All the other stuff could have been resolved months ago, but our government was working hard to make the court case go away. Well, it still exists. I consider that the victory. We live to fight another day (as rhetorical as that sounds) AND I hope people actually read the ruling and think critically about how a loss could impact the future of the Charter of Rights, and the power of government to contravene those rights. I am guessing we will vote to ratify as so many fear “what’s next?” from this government. It’s nasty business, and I think legislation would be next. VALUING PUBLIC EDUCATION needs to come from a STRONG, CONSISTENT public voice. If we do ratify the agreement, and those in the profession and public think we've given up, we have not. We’ve been fighting for years. We just haven’t been heard… until now. ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:21 AM I understand your point of view, but sometimes you have to fight to get what you want. This is a VERY bad deal, considering: Other people get on average 2.5% salary increases last year and this year and the next and the rest of us get 1% and must feel happy if we do.? (https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html) THIS DEAL is a horrendously BAD deal for kids/parents as well, of course. We are going to continue to be humiliated and be the laughing stock of many people of this province. After a decade of paycuts, WOW, this is what they are willing to offer! WOW! WOW! WOW!Delete Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:30 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Reply Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:37 PM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:08 PM Let's cross our fingers! I think we need a general strike by all unions if CC legislates teachers back. It is time to put the foot down and tell her and the Liberals that, as in the movie Network,"I am mad as hell and I won't take it anymore!"Delete Reply Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 8:26 PM Needs help on some stats for an online debate Looking for the last 10 or 15 years of contractual salary increases in %. So, 1% for 2001, 0% for 2002,...ReplyDelete Children FirstSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:00 PM Well it's all done now. Really hope the teacher's can find another angle to deal with class size and composition as well as student funding. The government will make sure the coming court case never swings your way no matter what. 2nd most expensive place to live in the the world!!! Wonder why and where the money goes??? ReplyDelete AnonSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 PM I'm an outsider, but have followed closely this whole fiasco and this is a RAW deal. Your union hung you out to dry on this one - taking a really bad deal (clearly no one from the BCTF had rudimentary math skills in their toolbox) and then publicly encouraging to the media that teachers accept the deal....what choice did you have - a no vote would have outraged the public. I could go on and on, but the bottom line, in my opinion, is that your union better get some stronger leaders who are PR and technology savvy. Out with Iker and the rest of those who bargained on your behalf - they just got ......well , we know that happened. Whew, can't even believe how screwed you got, absolutely amazing - nothing meaningful gained in the big picture and only very minor gains for a small group of people, bigger losses for the majority.. Wow - I better stop now. Best of luck. Thanks for all you do for our children. ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ▼  September (9) Reflections on the BC Teacher Strike BC Teacher strike - Lessons learned Response to Sandy Garossino Will the Education Fund improve classroom conditio... Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Class composition: a human rights perspective Class size and composition - a short visual histor... Guest post - I WILL HOLD THE LINE Teachers - let your leadership know it is time to ... ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=26856,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > April 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 6, April 2012   Classified advertising  TRAVEL/VACATION  FRANCE. Ultimate vacations, privately owned, beautiful furn. 1 bdrm. central Paris. Wkly/mthly. 604-738-1876, 604-879-4936, irene.roland@gmail.com, www.ultimateparis.com  MAUI HAWAII, Great S. Kihei location, 1 bdrm. with ocean view, across the street from great beaches. For more information 209-599-5248 or www.maui342.com  KIHEI, MAUI, Privately owned, beautiful fully furn. 2 bdrm, 2 bath condo, across from Kamaole Beaches. Great complex, Great location. 250-598-6955. PUERTO VALLARTA Bright, clean, quiet, 1 bdrm, 2 blks from beach, downtown, $350/wk., mnthly rates. 604-608-4268, dbemc@hotmail.com  GULF ISLANDS Deluxe waterfront cottage, 1 bd./sleeps 4, winter and summer rates, call Alma 250-629-3008, www.ainsliepointcottage.com  SOUTH OF FRANCE villa in lively, lovely market town of Limoux. 4 bdrms. Sleeps 8. 2 bathrooms. All mod cons. Near lake and river swimming and historic Carcassonne. Great rates. Deep discounts for long-term, off-season. www.southoffrancerental.com  QUADRA ISLAND private cabin for 2. Panoramic ocean, mountain view, soaker tub, www.lunavista.ca   WATERFRONT CONDO Birch Bay, WA. 2 bdrm, 2 bath, for week or weekend rentals. Complex has indoor pool, hot tub, games room. $150/night or $900/wk (plus $50 cln. fee), birchbayrentals.com or call Teresa@ 604-831-4080. TRANQUIL SEASIDE retreat. Quadra Island. Full facilities and Internet. Serene mountain and oceanview. www.otterhouse.ca  FRANCE FRANCE 2012 holiday rental. Well renovated converted barn & stone houses in ancient, traditional vineyard village, SW France. Great walking, cycling, food, wine, Cathar castles. C$810/C$1110/wk. per family. U 18. E-mail mjcapper@hotmail.com, visit www.ourhouseinfrance.com.au  RELAX and rejuvenate on Quadra Island. Beautiful 3 bdm. home. Available July and August for weekly rental. www.fernwoodgardens.ca  GABRIOLA ISLAND, BC. 2 bdrm. cottage, www.gabriolacottage. netfirms.com or visit FLIPKEY, boysen@shaw.ca, 250-247-9883. HORNBY ISLAND. 2 bdrm. beautiful fully furn. house, 12 acres, nr coop, Tribune, beaches. $950/wk. summer, $120/night off-season, elkin@shaw.ca, 250-480-1027. DEEP BAY. Waterfront 2 bdrm cottage, Deep Bay, Vancouver Island, overlooking Denman, Hornby Islands. Relaxing, private. Sleeps 4–6 people, N/S, N/P. Available June to September. 604-939-0121 or joyce.buckham@shaw.ca  COTSWOLDS England: single/ couple, gorgeous walks at your doorstep, e-mail: lynette@coulter.plus.com  SUD CHARENTE France: single/ couple, who wish a quiet retreat, e-mail lynette@coulter.plus.com  HORNBY ISLAND vacation home. 3 bdrm., big lawn, short walk to beach. 5410 Seawright. $1400/wk. Wind and Waves Vacation Homes, wind2@uniservice.com  SAVARY ISLAND Deluxe 3 bdrm. cabin w/deck & BBQ. 200 meters to sandy beaches. Kayak, bikes, mooring. $950/wk. available to rent June 30-July 7; Aug. 11-18; Aug. 18-25; Aug. 25- ; 604-736-0741, moira.bc@awmac.com  SUMMER HIKING ADVENTURES hosted by Rainbow Mountain Outfitting, the exclusive outfitter in the Rainbow Range since 1985. Join us for a 7-day horse supported hike in the Rainbow Mountains of Tweedsmuir Park. Guided by an experienced back country guide, hike this wilderness park with just a day pack while camp and gear are transported by pack horse. For more information: www.rainbowadventuresbc.com – 1-866-742-3539. GOLF KELOWNA Stay in a relaxing 2 bdrm. suite, e-mail: tttbohn@hotmail.com or call 778-753-4889. WAILEA MAUI, 2 bdrm. condo beautifully renovated. Avail. to teachers at discounted rate. A/C, free long distance, free WiFi, flat screen TVs. New furnishings, private lanai, W/D, onsite property manager. Beach gear, www.beautifulmauivacationrentals.com  SUNSHINE COAST modern 2 bdrm waterfront cottage. Winter/Summer rates. “Google” A cottage at Secret Cove. fjbishop@gmail.com, 604-885-0651. SUNSHINE COAST oceanfront cottage, spectacular SW Georgia Straight Views, seaside deck, trail to 2 swimming beaches, big lawn, 3 bdrm, 2 bath, private & peaceful, FP, BBQ , walk to Gibson's funky shops, restaurants. Spend your holiday relaxing, rejuvenating by the seashore. Ideal for families/couples. Avail Spring. $200/nt Book your summer week now, $1250/wk. janeski@telus.net for photos, 604-250-3445 FRANCE Alsace and Vosges Mountains, 3 bdrm. heritage house on wine route, furnished, modern kitchen, 45 min. from Germany, 35 min. from Switzerland. C$500/wk., mano936@gmail.com  WHISTLER condo. Sleeps 4, views, close to village, 604-943-9423, preddyplace@telus.net  MAUI condo. www.vrbo.com/389912  KELOWNA LAKEFRONT, new home, 3 min. from downtown Kelowna. Wharf, boat-slip and pool included. 250-878-4907 or tandacrocker@gmail.com  SAVARY ISLAND cabin, 2 bdrm., close to beach, $800/wk. Contact linzieheffernan@hotmail.com  WATERFRONT COTTAGE Modern, private, deluxe, 1 bdrm., South Nanaimo. $150/night, $950/wk. Inquiries welcome at 250-722-3987, cottage.by.the.sea@shaw.ca  THE ADVENTURE TRAVEL COMPANY Tour, cycle, trek, walk, volunteer, and more! As an individual, family or group — we have the perfect adventure for you! Call Laura at 604-659-2887, e-mail: broadway@atcadventure.com, www.atcadventure.com  POSITANO, ITALY. Private home for 2 overlooking spectacular Amalfi Coast. $2900 Can/mo. Contact: jbmoir@telus.net  OCEANSIDE vacation suite in Victoria, BC. Weekly rental, visit http://judyak.shawwebspace.ca, 250-380-6682. SAN MIGUEL DE ALLENDE, Mexico. Furnished 2 bdrm. apartment, large roof terrace with views. Walk to La Paroquia or Parque Juarez. Available from June. http://musicplanet. com/SMA. $650 US/mo. 250-757-9604 or jwells@shaw.ca. SUNSHINE COAST Pender Harbour, oceanfront cottage, 1 bdrm, beach and dock. $400/wk. spring, $500/wk. summer. 604-467-3978. susanwalker@telus.net, www.penderharbourcottage.ca  CULTUS LAKE 3 bdrm. cottage, 100 ft. to lake, N/P, N/S, avail. June 1–July 22, $800/wk. Phone 604-464-2890 or delia_cooper@telus.net  KELOWNA Vacation home for rent, located 1/2 block off Abbott St. on Beach Ave. Fully furnished house, 4 bdrms, sleeps 9. Less than a 3 min. walk to beach, 10 min. walk to downtown. $1500/wk. E-mail enquiries to: traceynoble@shaw.ca  SALT SPRING ISLAND, BC vacation rental for June 2012. 3 bdrm. home. $1500/in advance. 1 cat. References required. 250-537-1122. GABIOLA ISLAND GETAWAY, 2 bdrm. 1,000 sq.ft. private suite in waterfront home, south facing, sandy beach. Gas BBQ, hot tub. $630–$900/wk. Ideal for families. Photos at: www.staygabriola.com, email: info@staygabriola.com  GOLFING/CYCLING at Whistler! Retired? Rent 2-3 weeknights on a regular basis through the golf season or reg (wkend/mo). Price to negotiate. 3 bdrm, 2 1/2 baths, cable, internet, barbecue, in-house bike storage. Private outdoor space. Ref. req. Summer weeks $1000/wk. (604-228-4432) LAKE COWICHAN Our lovely 4 bdrm, 4 bath, waterfront family home on Cowichan Lake is available for July rentals. Contact lmcdaniel@shaw.ca  MAYNE ISLAND Cozy cottage for rent. Two doors from beach, $150/ nt, $750/wk. 604-820-8198, krbisset@hotmail.com. RENT/EXCHANGE  VANCOUVER Clean, bright, quiet, centrally located condos at Robson & Bute. 1 bdrm. $95. Daily/wkly/ mthly rates. 604-608-4268, dbemc@hotmail.com  VANCOUVER–VERNON EXCHANGE Recently retired Vernon couple wish to exchange 4 bdrm, 2.5 bath family view home for Vancouver house or condo. Fenced yard; 10 min. to beaches, 40 min. to Silver Star; will consider exchange options. bdharris52@yahoo.com   TAKING SUMMER COURSES? Modern furnished accomodation close to SFU and BCIT. On major bus route. Available May 1st–August 31st. Includes wireless internet, flat screen TV and bar fridge in room, all utilities, laundry, fully equipped kitchen. Contact Teresa at 1-778-987-4554. OCEAN PARK S. Surrey. 1 bdrm. suite for rent in residential area. Utilities incl. Contact 604-535-9315. Avail. Spring 2012. VICTORIA. Cadboro Bay, self-contained, bachelor suite in private home near UVic. Separate kitchen and bathroom (not shared). Avail. May. $725/mo. 250-477-1185. BoHansen@shaw.ca  WANTED: 2 bdrm. furnished accommodation, July or August, centrally located in Vancouver, preferably close to downtown. 2 adults, 2 children. Contact: Joan 604-266-9959. SQUAMISH. Clean, bright, colourful, furnished 3 bdrm townhouse available June, July, Aug. for nightly, weekly, monthly rentals. Whistler and Vancouver each 45 min. drive. Contact 604-848-4321 or scargoe@hotmail.com. MISCELLANEOUS  VARIETY – THE CHILDREN’S CHARITY Working with children is your passion. Leaving a legacy to Variety in your Will for BC’s kids is your gift of a lifetime. There are estate planning benefits too. Contact Peter Chipman or Paul Spelliscy for information. Toll free 310-KIDS (5437) or 604-320-0505 or e-mail peter.chipman@variety.bc.ca  FIELD TRIPS. K–12 curriculum based. Burns Bog Conservation Society, 604-572-0373. RETIRING? Join the BC Retired Teachers’ Association. The BCRTA Insurance Plans offer: Travel, Home, Life and Legacy Planning, Long Term Care, Scholarship for Member Dependent, Competitive, Affordable, Comprehensive. For more information, go to www.bcrta.ca or call 604-871-2260, 1-877-683-2243. PENSION QUESTIONS? Ask Arnie – now retired and available for expert, personal, one-to-one consultation including pension estimates, options, bridge, CPP/OAS, and pension splitting. Reasonable rates. Call Arnie Lambert at 604-354-5624 or e-mail arnielambert@shaw.ca  FRENCH FIELD TRIPS. Contact Sandy, Burns Bog Conservation Society, 604-572-0373. FOR PEAT’S SAKE. A classroom study on Burns Bog and other peatlands. K–7 curriculum based. 206 pages, $59.95 plus HST. Special rate for multiple copies. Burns Bog Conservation Society, 604-572-0373. SCHOOL TATTOOS 1,000 tattoos with your school’s logo $149. Visit www.schooltattoos.ca, E-mail info@schooltattoos.ca or call 613-567-2636. TILING & PAINTING. Want to get the job done right? Call Vito. Glass and slate specialist. Indoor, outdoor painting. Serving the Vancouver area since 1996. Call 604-831-4013. HOME-BASED TUTORING Referral Agency. Immediately awarding franchises in the Fraser Valley, Vancouver Island, Okanagan and Prince George. Good income, flexible lifestyle, proven system. 1-877-ITS EASY or visit: www.schooliseasy.com  DO YOU NEED ADDITIONAL INCOME? Are you a qualified teacher, or do you have a university degree? Could you provide a single room, 3 meals per day and teach English to a foreign student in your own home in the Vancouver region? Rates from US$600–US$825 per student per week. Please reply to: Paul Tagney, hlicanada@yahoo.ca   TEACH WITH TIANJIAO English (and see China for free). Teach for 10, 20 or 40 weeks (20 and 40 week assignments will have priority) in Xiamen, Fujian. The package includes return airfare, accommodation and a stipend. For further information, contact jim@canadatj.ca   ALLIED DEZIGN. Embroidered or heat pressed logos, names, numbers for school events, sport teams, or your personal needs. Affordable rates. www.allieddezign. com, maria@allieddezign.com   DYNAMIC SAFE STRETCHES Plus Strength & Stamina Circuit. Teacher’s say: Music great! Pauses worked for ‘switch’! Little explanation needed! Ready to go stations! Instructions include ‘safety/stretch’ alerts! Complete package: Only $29.95, dee_peters@hotmail.com   FOR SALE  FOR SALE. Excellent Rental Investment Property in Vernon/ Silverstar. This property is located in the heart of Silverstar Village Ski Resort. Sleeps up to 10 and comes fully furnished. For more info. contact Mandy at mandydhillon@yahoo.com  PRICE REDUCED. 2 bd. suite in 55+ RiverBend Seniors Community, Kamloops, $1950/mo. Spacious. Welcoming. Wheelchair friendly. Avail. immediately. catherine_ steele@hotmail.com, 604-408-1023 (Vancouver) PRIVATE PENTHOUSE-STYLE CONDO White Rock. Oceanview from every room in this spacious condo. Top floor (3rd), S/W corner. Approx. 1700 sq.ft., 3 bdrms. Crowns. Lead doors off full kitchen. Grande master bdrm, walk-in closet, powder room, full ensuite, electric F/P, and balcony. One full guest bath. Ensuite laundry. Neutral decor. Large, glassed-in, main balcony. All appliances. Two car park. 8x10 storage. Steps to shopping, transportation, and beach. Classic Tudor exterior. 55+ No pets. By owner $429,000, 604-536-6749 or email: comrad@shaw.ca  NANAIMO panoramic oceanview, 3500 sq ft custom home with legal suite. $724,900. Set atop a stunning hillside with million dollar homes in sunny Departure Bay. With 3 bdrm & 4 bath, hardwood floors, heat pump, rv parking & gas range stove. So many features to mention, call Jay Deleskie or Jim Johnson at 1-866-664-3444 to get more info or go online at www.nanaimojim.com, Coldwell Banker Vancouver Island Realty HOME BUILT TO PERFECTION by a custom home builder, 2010, on park-like acreage. Main living area floor 1100 sq.ft. with full bath. Second floor 800 sq.ft: 3 bdrms, reading room, south facing veranda off master and full bath with clawfoot soaker tub. Walk-out basement: serviced mortgage helper suite. Three bay storage shed. Corral with covered area. Two car garage. Near schools. Recreation paradise: minutes to lakes, hiking, golf; snowmobiling and cross-country skiing. See www.shuswaptourism.ca. 75 min. to Kelowna International Airport. Priced under appraised: $439,000. Please call Wendy and Gary at 250-833-4312.   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7060,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 5, March 2006 Bogus school rankings Every year the Fraser Institute uses the results of government exams and the Foundation Skills Assessment tests to rank schools in the province. The Fraser Institute’s agenda is to privatize education and ranking schools is one approach it takes to undermine confidence in public schools. It is no accident that according to the Fraser Institute’s very own formula for ranking schools, private schools come out on top. The Fraser Institute is helped in this effort by Canwest newspapers across the country. Every year they provide hundreds of thousands of dollars worth of coverage over a period of three or four days. It is also not a surprise that Canwest supports efforts to privatize education. For example, The Sun, Province, and BCTV Global , all owned by Canwest, were all sponsors of a private school fair in 2005. Last year one of the members of the BCTF Graphics Department wrote a letter to the principal of her children’s school to have them exempted from writing the FSA tests for this very reason. Following is her letter requesting that her daughters in Grades 4 and 7 be exempted from the tests. Her request was honoured and her children were not subjected to the tests. As March approaches and the Fraser Institute and Canwest once again prepare their public relations effort, we thought it would be timely to run the letter to the principal. – Peter Owens Principal, This Saturday, The Sun newspaper, in partnership with the Fraser Institute, once again published a list of bogus school rankings based on last year’s Foundation Skills Assessment results. Like many others, we were disappointed to see the test results misused in this way. Here is why: Many of the parents in attendance at a PAC meeting earlier this year were deeply moved by a presentation on the school’s ongoing Nicaragua fundraising project. Under the teacher’s guidance (and that of other teachers), our children have learned to work as a team, brainstorm ideas, assess feasibilities, make decisions, take on the role of spokesperson, be a group leader, and perhaps most importantly, to care about others less fortunate. These are lifetime lessons. In Grade 4, our younger daughter spent a wonderful day at the Art Gallery this year, where she learned about the tortured and talented existence of one of our country’s finest artists. Back home, excited and challenged by her day’s learning, our daughter painted four pages in the style of Emily Carr, explaining with solid understanding the theory and technique behind each stroke. Children do not flourish in darkness. It is critical that their musical and artistic sides are established and encouraged in these early years, along with other subjects. At our school, our children have learned to accept and adapt to children with special needs. They have even received training in these areas, and have had opportunities to see the world through different eyes. Again, these are lessons to last a lifetime. The Foundation Skills Assessments do not reflect these invaluable lessons learned. In fact, increasing importance placed on testing results such as these will pressure our teachers to take away time spent on broad learning experiences, and narrow the curriculum to achieve only quantifiable results. This should not be happening. Although we are confident that our daughters would do well on these tests, we do not want them to be part of this process. We encourage other parents to rethink their support for the publication of these "school rankings." Please excuse our daughters from writing these tests. Thank you. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7830&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 2, October 2004 Health and safety: Prevention pays by Maureen L. MacDonald Things my mother taught me: • Wash your hands. • Look before you leap. • Be careful. • Look both ways before you cross the street. • Watch your step. • Always wear clean underwear in case you get in an accident. Thanks for the good advice, Mom. I didn’t realize when I was growing up that you are a health and safety expert! Prevention is the key I deal with unsafe and unhealthy school conditions with a view to preventing them from occurring again. If injuries don’t happen, the personal and the monetary savings are enormous. Make a mental list of your on-the-job injuries. In my 35-year career, I have racked up a few myself. I sprained my ankle on the old, warped school floor. I had to take a day off. I injured my arm trying to avoid falling onto a six-year-old child who’d run in front of me. I had to go to the hospital in the middle of the day for x-rays. I slipped and fell in wet hallways several times. I injured my pride and got my clothes dirty. I tripped over an extension cord that trailed from my filmstrip projector to the faraway outlet. I had many papercuts, one of which got infected. When a student ran by and knocked into me, I fell down the stairs and broke the heel off my shoe. I got tennis elbow from typing at my ergonomically bad computer desk and had to go to physiotherapy. I had a traumatic, heart-stopping near miss when a student wrenched a fire extinguisher off the wall and threw it at the teacher I was talking to. It missed her, too. No life-threatening injuries. For that I consider myself lucky. Which of the incidents were preventable? Nearly all, right? Predictable and preventable. I would prefer to have prevented the pain, the bruises, the Band-Aids, the paperwork, the lost time, and the embarrassment of those falls. The school board would like to have prevented the expense of having other staff members look after me, filling out the accident report forms, and my occasional time off work for recuperation. It was simple to predict the slips and falls. It was a no-brainer to predict the tripping hazard. It is easy to see why students need to understand the rule that prohibits them from running and throwing things in the halls and stairwells. Teach safety. Learn from my mistakes. The good old JOH&S Committee Do you grumble about conditions? Sure, it’s human nature. Do you then report through the right channels? Please do. That’s what makes change happen. Give your classroom and surrounding space a quick inspection every day. Tell your reps on the school’s Joint Occupational Health & Safety Committee of any problems. (If union members on your staff don’t elect their own, the principal can and will appoint the reps.) The committee will resolve any problems within its power and recommend in writing to the school board the solutions to any problems that need additional help or resources. The employer must fix the problem within 21 days or report in writing why that cannot be done. If that happens, call your local president for advice on the next step to take. Your president will probably call me, and we’ll devise a plan. The Workers’ Compensation Board is an insurance plan. If there are lots of injuries, the employer’s rate goes up. If the employer pays attention to the details and the incidents are avoided, the rate goes down. We can all think of hazards just waiting to become incidents. And, with prevention in mind, we can all tell our representatives on the school JOH&S Committee about them. The money saved on preventable incidents could well be spent on restoring things we used to have by virtue of our collective agreements. That’s more proof of the interconnectedness of everything to everything else! Be vocal in your local When your local rep assembly or general meeting is discussing school concerns, talk about health and safety conditions along with the shortage of just about everything, the underfunding of the public education system, and the need to elect a government that cares. Remember, unions were originally formed to protect the health and safety of workers. That’s still why they exist. Recent incidents Here are just a few conditions that have been reported to me in the first two weeks of September: dirty carpets, desk tops, counters, classrooms, cupboards, and supply rooms, electrical cords on floors, leaky fountain with puddles on the floor around it, leaky roof caused the ruin of three boxes of teacher-made materials, mouldy patches visible on walls and ceilings, no hot water, plugged toilets, and violence by students. The good old JOH&S Committee could recommend solutions to most of these conditions in a heartbeat. One obvious help would be for each school to have a day-shift custodian who could talk to teachers on the job and fix small problems immediately. All the members of all the JOH&S Committees in the province receive, by law, eight hours of educational leave for training annually, paid by the employer. When is it happening in your district? They’ll hate me if I complain! Balderdash! Anyone who thinks you should put up with an unsafe or unhealthy condition isn’t thinking clearly. They’ll thank you eventually. And I’ll thank you right now. Call me. Pin this recently seen sign to your shoulder—NOTICE: Asking me to overlook a simple safety violation would be asking me to compromise my entire attitude toward the value of your life. Do the arithmetic. An ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure. You may quote me on that. Fix a leaky fountain, buy a slip mat, remove the hazard, and WASH YOUR HANDS!" Maureen MacDonald is the prevention officer in the BCTF health and safety department. To add your name to the BCTF Occupational Health and Safety e-mail list please contact Whitney Burgess at wburgess@bctf.ca.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/BCTFNews.aspx?id=20000,BCTF News, Vol. 15, No. 2, October 2009  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development BCTF News archive 2013–14  2012–13  2011–12     2010–11  2009–10    En français  Home > Publications > Newsletters and Alerts > BCTF News > 2009-10 Archives BCTF News Teachers Working Together for Quality Public Education Volume 15 No. 2 October 2009 Table of Contents Dodging the DART OECD and conference board take aim at Canada Province fails to improve gender equality Pension consultation under way Nothing but cuts Education partners speak out Dodging the DART In the spring of 2007, Sooke teacher Kathryn Sihota took a valiant stand against being directed to administer a reading assessment (DART) of her Grade 2/3 class. Kathryn felt strongly that it was an offence to her professional judgment to be directed when she knew this test would be a negative experience for her students. The union grieved the direction and discipline imposed by the board as contravening the collective agreement language on professional autonomy. A disappointing arbitration decision has upheld the right of the employer requiring teachers to comply. Teachers remain concerned about the serious problem of overuse and misuse of standardized testing in BC. Teachers across this province are troubled by policy directives that put data and standardized tests before authentic assessment practices that meet the needs of each individual learner. The BCTF has asked the minister of education for a moratorium on standardized testing while all education partner groups participate in a task force to examine and make recommendations on testing issues. Public awareness and understanding of teachers’ concerns continues to grow. Two locals—Nanaimo and Sooke—have each established a task force to examine assessment practices. The BCTF is hosting a conference November 13–14, 2009, that will take a critical look at these issues and the value placed on testing and data collection when budgets are being cut. The BCTF’s members and locals will plan together in shaping our continued response and strategy. Valuable support and help is provided through two staff union representative training sessions entitled “Creating a Culture of Professionalism” and “Conversations about Teaching, and Testing, and Autonomy” that locals can arrange through the BCTF. OECD and conference board take aim at Canada In a report issued recently, the Conference Board of Canada used statistics compiled by the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development to paint a dismal picture of Canada’s performance on social measures. The report found that poverty rates in Canada—especially among children and the working-age population—are among the worst of 17 leading developed countries. Canada has more than 12% of the working-age population living in poverty with one in seven children also in poverty. “Considering how wealthy this country is, these rates of poverty are unacceptable. Not only are we not making progress, we are losing ground,” said Anne Golden, president and CEO of the conference board. Poverty rates among seniors doubled between 1995 and 2005 and the trend is expected to continue. The OECD cites three factors that have been driving changes in inequality and poverty in Canada: changes in the age and household structure of the population, growing inequality of household earnings, and a decline in the effectiveness of taxes and transfers in reducing poverty and inequality. Further information can be found at: www.conferenceboard.ca/newsrelease/10-21.aspx Province fails to improve gender equality A report recently presented to the provincial government by the West Coast Legal Education and Action Fund (LEAF) underscores the lack of action in improving supports and opportunities for women. The province was assessed using measures established by the Convention on the Elimination of all forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW). The findings follow an all too familiar pattern: BC continues to have the highest overall poverty rate in the country at 21% with women, children, and Aboriginal people disproportionately represented. BC prohibits judges from considering violence in relationships as relevant to custody and access decisions. The state of childcare in BC undermines women’s economic empowerment. Despite increasing demand for legal-aid services, continued reductions have resulted in the elimination of legal support. Private family-law services are out of range of many women. Housing costs in BC are much higher than the national average and vacancy rates are low. The CEDAW report can be found at: www.westcoastleaf.org Pension consultation under way Members of the BCTF Pensions Committee and the Income Security Division are facilitating meetings with teachers, administrators, and retirees all around the province to discuss the Teachers’ Pension Plan and the future of indexing. Information can be found on the BCTF homepage (bctf.ca) under the heading “Have your say on your pension.” Links feature information about your pension and the challenges it faces. There is also a link to a survey to complete after attending a meeting in your local. Check the online schedule or check with your local office to see where and when a pension consultation meeting will be held in your area. For more information contact Rob Taylor (Pensions) at rtaylor@bctf.ca or Arnie Lambert, alambert@bctf.ca Nothing but cuts In what has been described as a particularly “sleazy” move, the province has abruptly cancelled the Premier’s Excellence Awards that provided scholarships for students demonstrating superior academic performance and outstanding commun­ity service. A demanding application process involving a number of tasks was completed by students, finalists were selected and anticipation grew as 15 winners were to be announced mid-July. The government first stalled and was then evasive before cancelling the whole program without notifying the students. In commenting on this attack, Jeff Nagel of the Black Press said: “Students participated in good faith based on a government commitment, only to be betrayed weeks before their first year of post-secondary education.” Education partners speak out On October 6, 2009, the presidents of the BCTF, BCSTA, BCCPAC, and CUPE took the unusual step of signing a letter addressed to the minister of education expressing their great concern over the recent spate of budget cuts and asking that they be rescinded. Excerpts from the letter are reprinted below: “…We agreed to send this unprecedented letter outlining our shared concern about the cutbacks to programs and grants that are now being felt by students in classrooms across the province. Through this letter parents, school workers, teachers, and trustees have come together to ask you to reverse these damaging cuts. “…We are worried, however, that our system’s excellent standing is at risk as our ability to meet the needs of every student erodes due to these cutbacks. “As minister of education, you have stated that your intent in these difficult economic times is to protect services for students, especially vulnerable students.… “Furthermore, the decision to fund CommunityLINK through gaming grants has forced other important community programs, such as support for school sports and Parent Advisory Councils, to be reduced or cancelled.… “The result of the above funding decisions will likely result in long-term instability, larger class sizes, and reduced services for students including those with special needs.… Schools in poorer communities will be hardest hit by these cuts. Districts will be forced to reduce staffing and student support services, including teachers, special education assistants, and counsellors.     Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2014/09/tentative-agreement-yes-or-no.html?showComment0751410981369032,Staffroom Confidential: Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, September 16, 2014 Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Despite what I know was a herculean effort on the part of our bargaining team, I very much hope that BC teachers will vote no to the tentative agreement. After five weeks of strike, and twelve years of legal battles, this is not the deal that will restore sanity to public education and it is not a fair deal for teachers and students. Just as teachers in Saskatchewan rejected a deal to ensure a better outcome, I hope BC teachers will consider a no vote to let our team know we have to go back to the bargaining table. Class size, composition The agreement provided a modified LIF fund starting at $75 million per year and increasing to $85 by the last year. It is for teachers only, which will mean a slight improvement in Districts where sizeable portions were spent on Education Assistants or senior District staff rather than teachers. However, in an average size District like Victoria (20,000 students, 1,000 teachers), this will translate into about 5-10 more teachers. That is one for every five schools. To put it in comparison, Justice Griffin's judgement estimated the lost funding due to lost class size language at about $330 million in current dollars. (Read more here about the proposed Education Fund.) I heard so many teachers speak up about the need to ensure that we do not return to over-crowded classes when the strike ends. This agreement does very little to alleviate what is the most pressing issue. Throwing away the court victory The agreement provides a "reopener" in the event we win on appeal our class size language. What this means is that the language returns, but is not implemented until new language is negotiated. Without the actual implementation of the returned language, there will be very little incentive for the government to bargain it back. We would essentially be back in the very same position we are in today, with government trying to bargain it out and us trying to bargain it back in. In my opinion, even if we were legislated back to work we would be in a superior position. If we won the appeal the government would then be forced to implement the language. We are thus throwing away our historic court victory and the bargaining pressure it potentially creates. The reopener is really only mildly less offensive than E80. In both cases, we have to bargain back what was illegally taken from our contract and the government will probably never have to restore it. In fact, the "reopener" creates the perfect opportunity for government to lock us out to try and force us to agree to something far inferior. Throwing away the remedy for the last twelve years The agreement provides $105 million to compensate for grievances over-sized classes for the last twelve years. Using Justice Griffin's estimates, our loss is roughly $300 million times 12 = over $3 billion. I cannot fathom how $105 million is a fair compromise. The BCTF's original proposal to put this money back into the system was a more fair and productive approach. This agreement means we can no longer go to the courts for a fair remedy. Wages The agreement is very close to government's original offer. While I would be willing to accept this if the class size language was returned, teachers should not be taking such a significant monetary loss without the commensurate gain in working conditions. We have lost roughly 12% of our annual salary. We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut. Minimal improvements There are very minimal improvements in preparation time for elementary teachers (10 minutes per week), and TTOC daily rate. The TTOC daily rate change may depend on your grid placement. It could actually be a wage loss for long term TTOCs who are above category 5 and step 7. There is also $11 million in health and dental benefits. At 40,000 members, this is $275 each. Hardly worth consideration in the context of the rest of the agreement. What next? There are a variety of options if we vote no. We can continue the strike. We can choose to return to work and continue bargaining. We do not, and should not, accept an agreement that doesn't meet our needs and doesn't meet the needs of students and public education. When Saskatchewan teachers rejected the first deal which had 5.5% wage increases over four years, the second deal had 7.3% increases over four years. They have said this still isn't good enough. For us, our main issue is classroom conditions. We need to say this isn't good enough. The way to do that is to vote no. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 7:48 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 124 comments: Troy MooreSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:17 PM The EC recommendation states the open clause will be argued from restored language. However, selling our grievances for nothing as the 105 million is strike savings, is plenty of reason to vote no. Further, no composition caps, but a fund controlled by Superintendents is enough reason to vote no. Thursday I will vote no.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:06 PM Re-opener also says "education fund" in place until new language bargained, so old language can disappear forever.Delete Reply Mme RousseauSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:33 PM Government starved us to death hoping we'd vote yes to whatever deal they'd offer. Planned it from the start.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:07 PM We can sill choose (collectively) to return to work if we reject this deal. Many options.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:09 PM Great analysis, Tara! I think that returning to work would be a bad idea. This will frustrate parents more if they need to find new ways to deal with taking care fo kids. USe the money given to you by the other unions. I am a teacher who had to quit for stress over the terrible condition of work (split FI grade 4/5, several low LD kids with little support, one severe with no support, 2 gifted (no support), and a principal who expected me to teach 2 separate social studies AND science programs)Delete Reply Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:56 PM Good points by all but the gov't succeeded in starving my family out and completly breaking us. I will be voting YES and live to fight another dayReplyDelete Replies schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:21 PM 'Fight another day'? In the last twelve years that we have been pushing back against this government, never has the tide tide been so much with teachers, class size/composition, and public education - and never has the government been pushed back onto the ropes (especially with the call for binding arbitration). What 'other day' is being proposed that we wait for? Now is the time. Vote 'no' and give the BCTF bargaining team a renewed mandate to get a decent deal for students and teachers.Delete Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:10 PM "Another day" means to wake up and realize that 2more weeks means my family of 5 could lose our home. It means I will do all I can to recall Cc, Factbender, and other mla's, and maybe even having "a guy I know" have a chat with them. In year 1 of their reign, I don't believe they even know what "the ropes" are. I will vote YES ...for my family, and I can live with thatDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:12 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply Karen FergusonSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:03 PM Just a question: When the Saskatchewan teachers voted no, had they already been on strike for 5 weeks?ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM No. They are working with no contract. They are not on strike.Delete Shannon DavisSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:23 AM I am a Saskatchewan teacher. We are not on strike; we are currently in the conciliation process after voting "no" to 2 previous offersDelete Reply "Mama Rose"September 16, 2014 at 9:27 PM Can we truly return to work without agreeing and continue bargaining? When I suggested returning to work a few weeks ago, the answer was "being on strike puts pressure on the gov't and without pressure they have no reason to settle." And can you explain more how legislating us back would be better than agreeing to this deal? And finally, why would the BCTF executive put forward a deal that was not a good one?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:30 PM Because they need confirmation of the resolve of the membership to get something better. That is what a no vote does.Delete Reply Troylana MSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:28 PM some great points to ponder, tara......thinking thinking....ReplyDelete schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:43 PM If we vote 'no' to the tentative deal we still have options: We'd not have a contract. But we could... a) strike with full picket lines b) partially strike with phase 1 (work-to-rule) in schools c) partially strike with periodic/rotating job action d) continue negotiating e) return to work and re-escalate strike f) some/all of the above ReplyDelete Replies Caroline MackenzieSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:21 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:14 PM a) will expedite matters (I say less that 3 days)Delete Reply danabjornsonSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:05 PM I am thinking that a legislated, crappier contract would only be in effect for 2 years max (before elections...). If we take this offer, then we will be agreeing to this pseudo-E80. Should we win the court case (which we likely will), we will have to settle on the terms of the THIS negotiated contract which doesn't actually restore learning conditions; it simply allows for those conditions to be negotiated. If we say n, then we default to the 2002 contract, which DOES restore the language. A "yes" vote is saying that we are good on "crumbs"; a "no" vote is saying we want an actual meal. That's my understanding, anyway. Please correct me where I am wrong, Tara. :)ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:44 PM And word is IF they legislate, they could opt to legislate back Grade 10-12 only causing the union to have to lay off all teachers and re-hire based on seniority. That will tear the union at the seams pitting teacher against teacher for those positions. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:17 PM There will be a general strike if that were to happen! They better not do this. They will regret it.Delete Reply imaginefunlearningSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:09 PM Some good points on the background of our fight over the past 12 years, which I have been actively engaged in; however we need to recognize the climate we are in. We are not in Sask. people! We have just come through a very long summer!! We need to thank our @bctf bargaining team & recognize the toll this has taken on all of us & our families. I don't have the luxury of more time on the strike line. This may be as good as it gets. Let's read the agreement and consider getting back to work and making some $ again! That's my 2 cents worth, which would come in really handy right now!!!ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:18 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply RobSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:11 PM Go back in work to rule mode. Work this winter to recall every Liberal MLA. ThAt is the only way to apply pressure to these criminals. ReplyDelete Replies Kate RestonSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:03 PM Recall! Not sure who won the battle but the war is still onDelete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:14 AM Well said Kate... I agree 100%Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:20 PM I think say NO and a better deal will be done in less than 3 days. These guys are not criminals, they are lower than that. I bet they get a sick pleasure in hurting the kids and the teachers.Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:31 PM An official recall is in the works: https://www.facebook.com/groups/316129595235450/?fref=ts Please consider joining.Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:26 AM Leah - do you honestly think anyone who voted BC Liberal did so thinking that they would act any differently on the education file?Delete Reply JJSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:16 PM I am glad to see other members who share my views. I am outraged at a 1.2 percent "raise" in salary per year that doesn't even meet inflation of currently 2%. I feel used and abused.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:23 PM Not to mention all of the other pittance! I am actually surprised that Iker asked teachers to vote on this! Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:18 PM Hi Tara Thanks for the summary! Will we be able to vote NO to the deal, but vote YES to returning to work? Will there be three options when we vote Thursday? Why did the BCTF agree to a substandard deal for us? If we vote no to a deal that was recommended to us, the teachers look like the bad guys and public approval will plummet. I am very disappointed and frustratedReplyDelete Replies KataSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:12 AM Public approval will not necessarily plummet. I have seen strikes where the membership has voted against the executive's "best results to date", and ended up with a better offer. This offer is an insult. The $300 million will not bring funding to the national average (I believe). More importantly, the wage offer is half of the average wage increase for public and private workers (StatsCan). Delete Reply MontySeptember 16, 2014 at 10:19 PM Thank you, Tara. My thoughts too, more clearly expressed. As well, Thursday is too soon to vote, too soon to vote, too soon to vote........ReplyDelete Richard ChalkeSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:21 PM Vote no and lose every shred of public support...just sayin!ReplyDelete Replies UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:31 AM I am a member of the public and would support a "no" vote. js!.Delete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:01 AM Richard Chalke, NO you won't! I am a mother with 3 adopted special needs children who need to be in a class that is designed for them and others like them (my kids are academically slightly delayed but their issues are more social and behavioural) where they can receive the education they deserve taught in a way they can comprehend. I will speak now for all the parents I know, and we will support the teacher's if they continue to fight for our children's best interest.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:28 PM It might not be pretty at first, but once we explain things (and I hope the Mandarin-speaking teachers flood the Richmond organization that voiced their concerns), they will back us. The 3 billions that the judge came to is the first I hear about. This should be stated to every newsmedia comment section in the province. Minimize pickets and flood those outlets with commenters, just like the Liberals do. Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:45 PM I am a member of the public and a single Mother of a child in the public school system. You will NOT lose one bit of my support if you vote no. I know that you are sacrificing so that my child can have a better education, and I am most grateful for it. Having said that, I also know that you are exhausted and broke. I have been dreading that you may have to settle for less than what you (we) deserve because the government succeeded in breaking you. I am not in your shoes, so cannot judge. If the vote is a yes, I understand and I am still behind you. Delete Reply Alison RocheSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:25 PM It is a crap deal. It's always a crap deal. Once you raise the stakes to striking, anything else is a cave in. The last time we walked out was the 3 day illegal strike where I threw away 1200$ and got EXACTLY the same contract I had the year before. The BCTF called it a win because they didn't rip up MORE of my contract. Ridiculous. There are a few of us that believe that working to contract, doing 100% of your teaching job and nothing more (like paying for supplies out of your own pocket or EC) is the only way teachers will survive this government. What if they get re-elected again? Then what? Teachers have lost thousands to these clowns to make "statements" about the state of public education in this province. We can't keep sacrificing ourselves and our families. And in the meantime, you talk to parents about why you have to take this crappy road. Because up until this strike they mostly didn't care about the state of education, but god forbid you didn't run a Sports Day. Then suddenly they wanted to know what the hell was going on. Keep the conversation going in schools. Attend your PAC meetings and stop enabling this govt to underfund and overwork the system. And still get paid!ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:20 AM I am very excited at the prospect of returning to my beloved job on Friday. However I will NOT continue to put my personal money into my classroom and I will be seriously reconsidering my involvement in extra curriculars. I think we shoot ourselves in the foot with all the unpaid work we so willingly volunteer to do. Delete Reply FCSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:38 PM I heard a rumour last week from a loose lipped government insider that after the 22nd, depending on the outcome of the negotiations the Liberals were going to announce a 3 step process. I was not clear if this was based on 3 steps to resolve the strike (perhaps the 3rd step is legislation??) or 3 steps to overhaul the education system, either way, they will settle it outright. I wish you all luck and all the information that you need to make a sound decision of what you feel is best.ReplyDelete Replies Lisa BurrowsSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:53 PM I have heard similar rumours. On the 23rd, the gov. was planning on introducing a $6000 per year voucher system for 3 choices: an academic or trades program, or something called EducationCanada. Not clear whether their intention was to privatize the public system, de-certify teachers and hire them back under new wage/benefits. Not clear where these rumours originated from. Maybe fear tactics to get teachers to vote yes. In any event, I plan on voting yes. I signed up to be a teacher, not a martyr. This strike has cost us a lot. We need to regain our livelihood and hopefully continue the conversation about class composition. We have at least awakened many people to the issue, and the court case is still an avenue that could eventually improve teaching and learning conditions.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:33 PM I urge all teachers to fight and say NO to this deal. Retired teacher who had to retire because horrendous work conditions. Make me proud. They will not last long if you say NO! I know this is tough, but there is money and I hear that Van City does offer loan at low to 0 %. Banks do allow you to miss a mortgage payment. Go talki to your banker.Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM Will school districts require teachers to make up missed days, as suggested in the media? Will the school calendar be changing to make up for the missed three weeks and if so will we be made aware of those changes PRIOR to the vote? ReplyDelete KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:41 PM "Wages..... We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut." And that is the cost of going on strike!!! There is nothing that can be done about that. You cannot go on strike and put up the raise you want every week to compensate for your time on strike - it doesn't work that way.ReplyDelete Replies Drew StevensonSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:59 AM I believe the missing "..." Suggests that they meant to refer to the losses against inflation since the last wage step increase. Thus this contract does not allow us to recover the buying power lost to inflation since the last non contract or "0%" year. Add those up and compare against the proposed increase and you see that by the end of the contract, we won't be able to afford the same value of goods (loaves of bread, watts of energy, litres of gas) that we could at the end of the last contracts term. It was not a comment about wages that were lost in the strike. Those are really small potatoes when compared to the grinding power of inflation over years and years. The next contract will use this latest for a bench mark so these losses to inflation will grind at all teachers for as long as they teach. A death of a thousand cuts to our ability to afford basic goods and services. Any raise less than inflation is a cut to the value placed on us and on our ability to pay our bills. Delete Reply Ed SSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:09 PM Having lost $20,000 (including summer school wages) as the single income for a family of five is far too much; I will be voting YES to the deal, unless the independently wealthy teachers out there who wish to continue the strike will pay my bills and mortgage for me.ReplyDelete Replies Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:14 PM I feel ya. Yes for meDelete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:18 AM Ed S. With all due respect (and I mean that), how did you lose $20,000 in the strike? Teachers were out 2 weeks (all out) before they were supposed to be in June, and now 3 weeks for the start of school? It is my understanding that teachers don't get paid through the summer months. Please correct me if I'm wrong, wherever I'm wrong. Shouldn't you have been financially alright for the summer months at least? Also all teachers knew this strike had a possibility of extending into the new school year but no one teacher budgeted for this possibility? I'm truly just trying to get a clear picture of where this all stems. NO disrespect intended.Delete BlairSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:12 AM Kelly, not Ed but if you look at the numbers there was the 10% lockout haircut in May/June plus the loss of most of June and the loss of much of September. In our 1 teacher (1 non) household we calculated a $9 K - $10 K loss so far. If you add summer school earnings you can easily make the loss in the $20 k zone. As for budgeting, we budget for the summer, but did not expect the 10% haircut, nor the loss of June/Sept days which completely messed our budgeting calculations. A very good friend (single teaching mother) was crushed by the loss of the June income and is without a penny today.Delete Mr. SmoothSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:35 PM The only one who didn't get a haircut was Jim Iker... and he needs one more than anyone else. What's with that over-coiffed 70"s mullet Jim? Does wonders for the BCTF brand image!Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:55 PM Jim's hair is not open for discussion in a respectful space like this. As for his salary, he is a teacher who does not get paid when we are on strike.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:04 PM Totally agree!Delete Reply Mr. GSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:24 PM If I thought they could do any better I would agree with voting NO, but you have to be realistic. The BCTF does not use professionals to bargain and always ends up with much less than they promise the membership when asking for a strike vote. While this is not a great deal for teachers, I really think you're fooling yourself if you think it'll get any better.ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:02 AM BCTF needs to be replaced with younger more adept representatives and advocates. Also, we should be hiring professional contract negotiators - you don't go into battle with cut throat corporate types with a wooden knife. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:37 PM This is BAD deal! Say NO to it and show those (expletives) that we will not take it anymore! Come on! Show them that teachers have a spine! They will respect us, oddly!Delete Reply retaSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:51 PM I agree with Richard. Those in the public that are uniformed would be furious, and there are many teachers who just can't afford to use their wages as their voice any longer - too much has already been donated to the government. In my opinion, the deal is pretty lame. I am sitting on the fence.ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:24 AM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:26 AM So true!!! I cannot afford to fight this battle for public education any longer. Why is this my personal and professional obligation??? However I think this deal is weak weak weak. I also think its the best we are going to get. Ideologically I'm on the fence but my wallet will vote YES.Delete Reply SirThinksToo MuchSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:54 PM My wife and I will be voting "Yes" on Thursday for it is the middle path. The easy path would have been for us to go back to school with E-80 & E-81 over our heads. The difficult path would be for us to vote "No" and put our mortgage at risk and having to continue asking retired parents for handouts to feed a family with three kids. The middle path is the wisest choice for us considering the current political climate in which those who do not teach are the quickest to judge it harshly.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:41 PM I understand that this is really tough for you! I almost died teaching a few month ago. I had to quit. Please consider holding on and say no. Remember the short loss in salary will be offset in the LONG-RUn by better salary increase. This is a joke! They will be laughing at you even more if we accept this. This is a very bad deal! However, I do respect your position!Delete Reply DaleSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:16 AM Why would classroom conditions be better on October 9th after being legislated back? We have been outplayed because of our stubborn refusal to outdated, tired old tactics. It is because of these actions that have led us to this terrible deal. Time to reset, regroup and stock up for the long haul. Can't do it if half the members commit hara kiri on themselves. We are a union of professionals not a cult. ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:49 AM Could not agree more.Delete schreck!September 17, 2014 at 9:44 AM Could you please advise which tactics you believe could have been used to secure a superior deal?Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:47 AM Full disclosure: I'm a BC Liberal supporter. The only people who would benefit from a NO vote are the BC Liberals. Teachers would be bargaining with no leverage whatsoever and would be viewed by a large segment of the population as unreasonable. The BC Liberals then get portray themselves as the only party capable of dealing with the BCTF. schreck! says that the BCTF has the government on the ropes, but he couldn't be farther from the truth. The government wants people to view the BCTF as their primary opponent. Disputes like this just shore up the BC Liberal base and protect its right flank. Any half-baked recall campaign will only reinforce that. It's true teachers aren't going to recoup the lost wages from the strike. I would suggest to you that that means this job action was probably not in teachers' interests, especially without any sort of appreciable strike fund. This is the best deal teachers were ever going to get with this government and people should have been able to recognize that in June. If you want my advice (which you probably don't), it would be to spend the next 5 years building up a strike fund, electing better leaders, and hiring a professional negotiating team. Don't bring a knife to a gunfight and expect things to go well. Focus on getting the best deal you can from whoever the government is rather than trying to change the government, the HST, Kinder Morgan or a thousand different issues that distract from education and erode the union's finances further. You'd be doing yourself a favour, and probably doing the NDP a favour at the same time. Also, if schreck! is David Schreck, you can thank his opposition to STV for the last two BC Liberal majorities. I know I do.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:11 PM One step would be to stop making political contributions to the NDP. This only contributes to the childish animosity and lack of trust that has constantly characterized negotiations. How else can the Socreds/Liberals view teachers except as enemies when they so publicly support their opponents. This stupid confrontational immature approach has to STOP!!!!! Education should not be a political fight when it is so obviously a valuable benefit to our society. It was an NDP government that legislated teachers back to work in 1993. Stop making education a political fight.Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:10 PM I don't think they have to go that far. CUPE and the Nurses still contribute to the NDP yet they don't have the same acrimonious relationship. CUPE and the Nurses just make their members their priority, and broader advocacy second.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:55 PM Ryan (possibly a Liberal paid commenter), with all due respect, I disagree with you. The cumulative increase in lieu of this will be better. Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can. I say to Iker, ask for 6% over 3 years because these people love to play the 15% over 15 year game to make it so big on the surface. Some people think that this is 15% every year. Believe me! I have seen it in comment sections. Others believe that the 15% is too high not understanding that they must divide things over the duration of the contract. It is time that we play it smarter. It is time to put the foot down and ask for money given to us by other unions, if it is needed. Banks can accept one late mortgage payment. It would be suicidal for them to not help. Imagine the possible damage if that ever leaks out. They could lose a lot in teacher money. I for one would pull my money out of a bank in support! Teachers are going to show this government that we have a spine! Enough is enough! Aren't you tired of being treated like kids? (Retired teacher who almost died in a car accident because of work conditions that were horrendous. I had to quit.)Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 AM Not paid by the BC Liberals. I pay them actually... :/ I imagine astroturfers of any affiliation wouldn't disclose their bias. "Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can." How did that work in May 2013? If the teachers reject a contract that their own union endorsed, it will make teachers seem unreasonable. Whether that perception is true or fair is irrelevant. It's what will happen, and teachers will be weaker as a result. Take my advice. Build up a strike fund and focus on the internal governance of the BCTF for the next 6 years. You'll be better off for it. Or not. I don't mind you or others making it easier for the party I support to get elected. I'd just rather not see kids and teachers hurt in the process.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:37 AM Ah! The "don't-hurt-kids" card, hey, when you have underfunded education for 12 years! WOW! That takes the cake! Are your trolling? Oh! You are serious? :) Would you be surprised if I don't follow your advice, considering your lack of logic? Would you be surprised if others don't follow your advice? It is ttue that bullies like you and your ilks love to show who is the boss, who is the teacher now! I suspect that is at the root of the problem! No one wants to fail in school! No one wants to get the strap! Sad that today's teachers don't like it too! But, who cares, we are ... teachers! We deserve it! BAH! BAH! BAH!Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:22 PM That's fine. I look forward to another 16 years of BC Liberal government.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:41 PM 16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate! Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan! Sociopaths do that!Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 9:35 AM "16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate!" 16 years of our opponents still don't understand why they lost. Like I said, that's fine with me. If I said the Liberals would be in power for at least another 13 years back in 2004 you probably would have laughed too. Heck, if I told you on May 13 last year that the BC Liberals would be reelected on May 14 you'd probably have laughed too. And you were wrong. Why is that? Answer that question if you want the NDP to win the next election. Without a correct answer to it, the NDP's cause is hopeless. "Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan!" You feel they are flawed, and that's fine. I don't go around calling people who disagree with me sociopaths, nor do I accuse them of being paid shills. But I also don't feel much need to address your ad hominems. There are logical arguments to support your position, but argumentum ad hominem is not one of them. It's a textbook logical fallacy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 1:15 PM Ah! Now I get it! It is all ego-based! You think because you voted the winning party that you are a winner and we are losers! You think because you predicted that the Liberals would win, you are winner. That does not make YOU a winner or the Liberals! It is called DEMOGRAPHICS, you expletives. The baby boomers are getting old and because they have more assets and won't make a whole lot more for too long, they need to vote a govn't who is going to do just that! It is not rocket science! WOW! You think you are so superior when your party stole an election with 47% of the popular vote. That's not a majority and your party should not have been elected. BTW, did you delete from your ethical memory the words Ethnic voting scandal? The field is slanted and you know it. However, you are so willing to minimize, forget the scams and bad fairplay tactics like a sociopath is allowed to minimize or ignore his or victims emotions that you don't see that you are the loser, we are the victim of your constant bullying. 1% wage increases after years of 0% increases and you can justify that when Yahoo reports that the average Canadian can hope to get 2.5% this and next year: https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html You Liberals behave like fascists, but we can't call you that because that's not allowed! Well! Guess what? It is and you are. Live with it! You keep on dreaming you are a genius! :) I am retired, getting soon a nice pension, and laughing at you from a beach somewhere! AHAHA! Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 2:14 PM What's with the name calling Peter? For someone claiming to be retired you really don't show the wisdom of age. For someone who talks about logic, you use logical fallacies like ad hominems a lot too. It's a fair point that the BC Liberals didn't get a majority of the vote (and I'm a very big supporter of electoral reform). The BC Liberals + Conservatives did though, and I don't think it's realistic to expect the BC Conservatives to have been more generous had they been part of government. Last time I checked I just voted. I didn't "victimize" anyone. Perhaps your rage is misplaced. If you think the election was "stolen" I'm afraid I have to question your grasp on reality though. "Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?" I'm glad you'll have a pleasant retirement Peter. I have no ill will towards you. I'm not sure why you think I do. I'm not saying people were *right* to vote BC Liberal. That's a matter of opinion. All I'm saying is people *did* vote BC Liberal. More voted BC Liberal than BC NDP for the last 5 elections in a row actually. You need to understand why that happened in order to change it for the next election. Clearly you're not interested in that though. Which is fair enough. Just remember next time you're upset about something the BC Liberals do that your lack of interest is part of why the BC Liberals get elected at all.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 3:23 PM I love your culture --or the lack of thereof! Guess what, stop thinking averybody is white and must follow your little rules. Namecalling? Sociopath? Whaaaat? And, what if you are? Still can't call you that? :) You fascist right-wingers are big on censorship! I just don't like you giving us lessons on how to get the NDP in. As stated, people are voting right of the NDP because it is a matter of demographics and a little ethnic vote buying on the side. The rest is mumbo jombo. Yes, of course, they will have to go on strike in the future and yes they will have to build a strike fund. The Liberals stole that from the BCTF too! And, you wonder why I don't have any respect for them? Yes, electoral reform is needed! We agree!Delete Reply JJ GeorgeSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:46 AM As a parent, I support the teachers and respect whether they choose to vote yes or no. However I noticed a discrepancy here from other information I've read regarding prep time for elementary teachers. Here it states minimal improvement to prep time - only 10 minutes per week being added. Elsewhere I read that it is 100 minutes per week for prep, increasing by an additional 10 minutes in the final year. That is a significant difference, and worth noting. Or have I completely misunderstood?ReplyDelete Replies Anne-MarieSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:59 AM Elementary teachers currently have 90 minutes of preparation time per week so an increase to 100 minutes per week is only gaining 10 minutes. In other provinces and some private schools they have as much as 45 minutes of prep time per day.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:56 PM Thank you for inquiring!Delete DW ZSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:57 PM You're right JJ George. There is a significant difference around the province regarding preparation times. In my district elementary teachers currently get 100 minutes of prep time. This new proposal is useless to me. I'll have to wait 6 years to gain an extra 10 minutes. Delete Reply UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:11 AM Almost nobody gets cost of living adjustments. Also inflation is NOT 2%. Do some research and look at the CPI for BC over the last 24 months. The average over the last 2 years is 0.7%, not 2%. The CPI changes every month so you cant just look at the highest month and declare that THE inflation rate. Check out the 12 month averages document for the actual numbers. http://www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/StatisticsBySubject/Economy/ConsumerPriceIndex.aspx All that being said I support the teachers. if you think this is a bad deal as a parent my dream would be for the teachers to vote no but continue bargaining because I do think the kids need to be in school and I do fear that the teachers will lose all support if the strike continues. All I ask as a parent is that you do your own research and try not to be swayed by all the opinions. ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:01 AM Inflation for August was 2.1% (http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/economy/cpi-report-expected-to-reveal-rise-in-canadas-core-inflation-rate/article20593943/). The CPI is a year-over-year calculation.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:43 AM Inflation should be looked at as a yearly average, not an individual month.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:34 PM The lawyers do not believe we have compromised our court deal. Our leadership would not have sold us out. We dodged a bullet. The Premier had something loaded even if we are not sure what it was. The idea that we could simply return to work is not guaranteed. I think a no vote could easily lead to the Liberals locking us out again because the Premier wants to crush us and she will use any excuse. She did not want to take the advice of her people and do this deal. I am certain a plan for drastic action (where we have to take the concessions they had planned) or worse - was in place. We can't guarantee the press will do any better job explaining the complexities should we say no. They rarely sided with us in markets outside of Vancouver where people are more political and they often misled or allowed others to mislead. They are not helping and would sensationalize. This would see dissolution of support very quickly - especially if we asked for wages. (Though admittedly it angers me that we can't ask for wages without being accused of being greedy when that is what most bargaining units do). But we have argued this is about kids and while this is not ideal - it is better to have teachers than not. The deal does suck in that it does not bring us to par - but this fight needs to be won with a strategy that is political and capacity will do that in another round. We have some support - but it is limited to the choir. We need to have the pews too. We need to build that capacity while working and continue to find allies because the fight is bigger than most people want to consider. This is about ideology and about privatization. Education always was political but never more so than now and we have to fight this party or the conservatives who would do the same or worse. No teacher who is responsible can ignore the politics any longer. That is simply the truth. If you work in the system you better get informed and you better be prepared to fight until retirement for the system. That said, I want to ask the same question others are asking: Why is this the job of 42,000 teachers and not the job of all citizens who want equality to fight for this right? It is time (while the conversation is still on-going and up to and including election night) for us to guide the public where we can but mainly play our part by not propping the system up. Make poverty known. Make noise about shortfalls, ask questions (in the media or in board offices ) about who is going to fix it instead of paying ourselves, volunteer some but wait for the pubic to step up so they see what schools lack. I hate the deal too. But I trust Vince Ready and Iker and I don't think we could have done better right now. I think we dodged a bullet because I have read everything this government has put out and followed the trail. They plan to privatize and they are just looking for the route. Voting YES for now does not mean we are giving up. It does not mean a win in the way we wanted but we have won a battle that will lead to us winning the war. If we don't rest up and stock up we might not get there.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:57 PM Well, if it is bigger than just this battle, then we will need ALL the unions to strike if they do indeed use drastic (draconian) measures. I say it is time for ALL of the unions to call a general strike. I guarantee that they will not like that one bit. What will they do then? Call the army? :) People in Europe, at the end of the 19th century stood up in mines. General strikes do occur in Europe and have. If you think you had it tough, think of them who stood tall for US in tougher times and conditions. Make sacrifices. Sell furniture. Tutor on the side. Ask for the BCTF money. Ask your banker to help. As friends and relatives. If we say NO, it won't last long. If they legislate us back, let's call a general province-wide strike of all unions. Delete Reply Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:47 AM Between CC's smug smile as she celebrates slaughtered teachers and Jim Iker's goofy grin - seemingly unaware that he has been a willing puppet, I am thoroughly disgusted. Over the next 5 years, teachers will be in an increasingly bad situation financially, classrooms will continue to be too large and complex with increasing medical, social and environmental issues impacting academic delivery. It could not be less obvious that things will continue to worsen. The Liberals have ensured that BC is rapidly becoming the Canadian Monaco for rich off shore interests and wealthy corporations. Soon the underpaid "workers" will have to be bussed in daily to Vancouver - Asian style. The only recourse is to move to just about any other province and bring in up to $100,000 more over the six years with much less cost of living. So we are bailing, encouraged by friends who have gotten positions in Manitoba and Alberta. My colleagues and I discovered through contacting several school boards across Canada that specialist (special needs and behavioural) and secondary science teachers are in particular demand. I want to work in a professional, respectful environment where the needs of all children are considered a priority and where I feel inspired to do my best. However, I want my vote to reflect the wishes of teachers who will be here over the next 6 (5) years, so very much appreciate your blog and opportunity to read the comments.ReplyDelete Bert SlaterSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:11 AM To vote YES will throw away 12 years of effort, and 2 victories in BC Supreme Court. To vote YES will be to snatch defeat from the jaws of victory. If you vote YES what bargaining power do you think you will have - the government will do nothing, and then what do you think you will do - take job action? PLEASE VOTE NO.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:59 PM Time to show you have a spine!Delete Reply RodSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:06 AM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Cool HandSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 AM Wouldn't a 'No' vote be a vote of no confidence in the BCTF itself?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:02 AM Not at all. It is just a message to the leadership we need to do better. The strength of the union is the members, and we support the leadership by giving them direction through democratic means.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:40 PM I disagree. How else can a recommendation by the EC to vote yes be interpreted? Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:00 PM I am sure people will interpret this both ways, but it is a vote. If it is supposed to be a "Yes", because it might be interpreted one way, then why bother having a vote?Delete Kate TSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:07 AM Yes , it would be. I don't think we could come out much better than this with this government. How will a No obtain that? Christy will be happy, she can declare the BCTF gone and roll out her plan to privatize. Delete Reply David DeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:06 AM A no vote would be a rejection of a the court victories defied by the government and an inadequate deal containing some vague promises that won't meet the needs of teachers or students on class size and other important issues.In Ontario elementary teachers get 200 minutes of prep time per 5 day cycle. I know there is financial hardship, but the union has received close to $2 million in donations from other unions; is there no way of accessing hardship funds? At minimum, vote no and return to work on work to rule with various strike options.ReplyDelete Erica JonesSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:25 AM This article actually makes me so mad. It is NOT better for the kids that they have missed almost all of june and all of september. This is what you signed up for in BC as a teacher. Get on board or GET OUT.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:20 PM Is this really what teachers signed up for? At my high school, each class has about 30 kids, with an average of 17 kids per classroom with an identified learning disability. Our district says that there should be no more than 4 kids per classroom.. How do you expect non-specialist teachers to help each student when over half of them require more resources because of a learning disability? Furthermore, are you generalizing the "better-ness" to all the kids in BC? Because I don't think that it would be better if kids went back considering the learning environment isn't up to par. There are barely any Education Assistants, and support teachers for the multitude of children who need them. While I recognize and appreciate your enthusiasm for education, please realize that the public school system isn't a daycare. Also, please think about your words and the learning environment prior to speaking out. By the way, we're not an autocracy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:08 PM I can understand your frustration! Understand mine! I almost died at 7:30 pm one night returning from teaching a FI split class with several students who did not get enough support or no support at all. The principal expressed to me that he expected me to teach 2 different social studies programs and 2 different science programs. ANYONE I talked to knows that this is impossible to do, especially in French Immersion when kids get no support at home and books are often too hard for students to read. I had to quit my job. I did it for me and did it for the kids. I was like a surgeon who is asked to operate on 5 patients with an old scalpel with 2 inexperienced nurses. Predictably, 4 patients would die and I would be reprimanded! Teachers are put in terrible conditions and kids too. I hope you have the openmind to consider the reality of this honest personal anecdote. I also wish you to understand that this is likely not an isolated incident. What will it take? A kid to commit suicide because he or she is not getitng enough support?Delete Reply hilarySeptember 17, 2014 at 10:29 AM It is incorrect to equate lost funding with what the teachers would have received in grievances. The two are not equivalent. The starting position of the BCTF was $225M, so they never expected $3B to resolve grievances. I'm also interested to know where you get your figures on overcrowded classrooms. A recent Globe and Mail article says that classrooms are, on average, smaller than the caps set in 2002.ReplyDelete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:36 AM The signing bonus should be roughly $2500 each: 105 million divided by 41 thousand.ReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:53 AM It is not that simple. The $105 million is to be allocated by the union. The term "signing bonus" has been crossed off on the signed document. Some of that money may be used to pay union debts. Don't know this but clarification would be useful.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:16 PM Just quoting from the CBC news website, "And finally there are details of $105-million fund to settle grievances stemming from the ongoing court case. The BCTF says that money will be given out as a signing bonus, with specific amount yet to be determined."Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:34 AM I think it would be smart to put at least part of it into your strike fund.Delete Reply WheelsSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:55 AM If the money is used as a signing bonus, it should be based on FTEReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:12 PM Yes I am sure it will be based on FTE. The question is how much of the $105 Million is actually distributed. This is up to the union, and I am told that it is yet to be decided.Delete GuruSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:44 PM And don't forget all the retired teachers who are entitled to a share of it.Delete Reply Geoff OrmeSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:18 PM In another discussion of this someone suggested that under BC Labour Law a no vote means rejection of the proposed deal, and that means the strike continues until either: - the union in question elects to stand down - another tentative deal is presented or - the government imposes a legislated contract. I think the last of these is the most likely, and I believe the legislated contract would be draconian and brutal. What do you think, Tara? Also, I would appreciate your thoughts on Sandy Garossino's comments at https://storify.com/Garossino/should-teachers-accept-the-contractReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:14 PM If this is so, in a few month (likely a couple of years), teachers will win so much more with a Supreme Court judgment! It is possible that the Liberals know that the higher courts are stacked by Liberal judges (that is what happen when judges are chosen, not elected). In any case, a negative settlement (or not a great judgment) will galvinize the public to reform the way the Supreme court judges are being chosen. I doubt that any govn't will want that to happen. A legislated contract will make the LIbs look like sociopaths and dictators.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:47 PM Peter I think you are expecting far too much from the public, many of whom are only paying attention to this matter due to kids being home from school. The public are not remotely this savvy on the political process.Delete Reply IslanderSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:09 PM I am a continuing education teacher. We have it even worse and we are not listened to enough about our poor conditions. Those include no prep time (and we do have to mark and do report cards many times a year sometimes and commonly for 30 students in a class), travelling to different schools with no compensation, and having next to no breaks in between 3 hour classes. I worked for two years with no lunch break and taught 6 hours straight (just 15 min. breaks) to be told, "don't complain since there are others who will do it". We then got 15 min. breaks in between classes. Most of our students are wealthy immigrants, many who try to stay in classes as long as possible since the classes are free. After spending a year in Germany, I realize how better organized it is where the immigrants pay to learn the language on a sliding scale, and have to pay for a student book as well for each class. We do not even have text books, but photocopy so much at tax payers' expense. This is not right. I then teach summer school since we were not on a 12 month continual salary and most of those students are also immigrants (at least 75%). This is also free and it is becoming so common and the new immigrants know this is free babysitting and tutoring. I think one main problem is that we have so many new immigrants in our classes who need ESL like this article states about our inclusion style of education nowadays: http://www.vancouversun.com/life/Shelley+Fralic+trouble+with+schools/10203596/story.html I am honored to be teaching and like my job, but it does get exhausting especially since I need two or three jobs to pay the mortgage that I now no longer have.. back to renting since it all I can afford in this city that has become so expensive. And many don't realize that it is very very difficult to get to full time work as a teacher here. There was a formula that made it take about 10 years to get to f/t (now finally changed). I have been without pay for 3 months, and now had to finally rent a place in anticipation of returning to work, so I have to vote "yes", but please keep the comments coming for what alternatives we have. Maybe we have to just educate the public in a better way than picketing; maybe get out and walk around malls and talk to people and hand out pamphlets on how this liberal government is hurting this. Most Asians (probably just the new who are from such a different system) are already against the teachers since they do not seem to understand what is going on. http://www.vancouversun.com/Business/asia-pacific/Chuck+Chiang+Many+Asian+families+place+blame/10202757/story.htmlReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:17 PM First of all, myn thoughts are with you! I think your ideas about using different strategies is smart. Picketing is not a very good strategy to let people know about things. I think using the membership to flood media comment sections would be more effective. Going to talk to the public might be a good idea along with this, I think. Phone the BCTF and ask for support.Delete Reply Marsha HolleySeptember 17, 2014 at 1:36 PM A teachers wife Vote no you have come to far to back down. It is a -----Y DEAL. ReplyDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:45 PM Ask yourself WHY teachers cannot get 1/2 of the average increase in salary of the private sector? (The Libs will tell you because there are sooooooo many teachers, but I also hear that there are provinces where there is a need for teachers!) TORONTO - A new study says that Canadians, on average, can expect about the same size salary increase next year as in 2014. Human resources consultants Pal Benefits says a survey of 401 organizations, mainly in Ontario, Alberta and British Columbia, projected salary increase for 2015 at an average of 2.79 per cent. That was almost unchanged from the 2.74 per cent average increase projected in last year's survey. Meanwhile, in addition to the average salary increase remaining relatively steady year over year, the survey found that the percentage of employers who plan to freeze salaries appears to have stabilized at eight per cent —in the same percentages as was projected in 2014. Breaking down the numbers further, the survey found the average salary increase anticipated in the engineering, financial services and high technology sectors was three per cent. That compared with an average of 2.5 per cent on the low end for organizations in durable manufacturing. https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.htmlReplyDelete "Mama Rose"September 17, 2014 at 9:12 PM I used to agree with you, Tara, and appreciate you bringing these items to your blog to get us all thinking. But after a very long night and day of research and discussion, I realize I will be voting yes tomorrow. Here is why: I don't care about salary or benefit increases. That is not why I went on strike. I don't care if this tentative deal is not good for teachers. That's not why I went on strike either. For me, the single most important issue is class size and composition. I want to work in a classroom where I have enough time and resources available to me to adequately help all the students I teach. And while it is true that this tentative deal will not change anything in the classrooms right now (or at least most of our classrooms), I realized that we couldn't actually make changes in that area because the issues of cs and c is before the courts. When I made that connection and realized that this round of bargaining was really about a "good enough" agreement regarding wages, then the deal seems, well... good enough. BUT, the best part, is the language the BCTF legal team made around the furture court decision (the re-opener). They have it in writing that if we win the court case (which is likely) and when we have to start bargaining class size and comp again (that is exactly what Justice Susan Griffin said we would have to do) we will be STARTING from the 2002 levels. To make this simple to understand, I explained it to my friends using a number line. With this new language, the BCTF starts the next round of bargaining at say a 50. The government will want us to go to 10 or 15, and we'll compromise and end up maybe 25. But WITHOUT that language, we would have started bargaining at a 10 and only gone down from there. So I do believe it is the best deal possible, it still factors in the biggest issue (from my perspective), we do not lose the important gains of the past, and most importantly, everyone gets to go back to school.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 PM Mam Rose, I appreciate your point of view and your courage. However, let me point out to you and the readers that a decision at the BC supreme court might not turn out the way teachers anticipate. We all know that judges are appointed and who does the appointing? "All justices of the BCSC (including the position of Chief Justice and Associate Chief Justice) are appointed by the federal cabinet, on recommendation of the Minister of Justice. Masters are appointed by the provincial cabinet, on recommendation of the Attorney General in consultation with the Chief Justice." (Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Supreme_Court_of_British_Columbia) Now, I would like to think that all of those people are objective, but they are appointed and we know that there are political appointments. They have a lot of discretion over the laws and judgments. I am willing to bet that the BC Liberals do know this and are betitng the farm (or do they know something we don't know) that the Supreme Courts are stacked against teachers? So, I am not sure if we can count on a WIN if we proceed with the court ruling. I think we would be better to negotiate and negotiate a better deal.Delete Reply retaSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:57 AM Yes...no...yes...no...The last two days have been this. I’ve read so many articles and comments over the past few months and, I can say, I have learned a lot. I know this is not a great deal for teachers right now. I will be voting yes. This is why… 1. The children. Without going into the multiple issues (e.g., grad, post secondary, trades, sports, global education/trips, planned activities, those with varying degrees of special needs, those that need a soft place to land, etc., etc.) the children need to get on with their education. 2. The parents. For many parents, this strike is a financial burden. We do not like to be called baby sitters, but for many living below the poverty line, school is a financial relief. Winter is coming; gas bills will be expensive. 3. Poverty. Remember, BC has the highest child poverty rate in Canada. Schools feed and clothe numerous children. 4. The other systems educators work collaboratively with. MFCD, CYMH, foster parents, group homes, and the multitude of non-profit agencies that support vulnerable children and families are bursting at the seams. We are a part of that team. 5. CUPE. While some have been paid during this strike, that money is coming from districts. It was not provided by the government. And, CUPE is a partner in education - from the bus drivers to the tech dept to custodians to secretaries to EAs and so on. 6. Small Businesses. In our little towns, the school district is the number one employer. There is a direct cause-effect relationship between loss of wage and loss of business. 7. Money. The amount of money that is needed to reverse the erosion of the public education system over numerous years cannot be recouped in one sitting. This agreement is a start. It’s not much but the stage has been set. 8. THE COURT CASE. That is why we were on strike. All the other stuff could have been resolved months ago, but our government was working hard to make the court case go away. Well, it still exists. I consider that the victory. We live to fight another day (as rhetorical as that sounds) AND I hope people actually read the ruling and think critically about how a loss could impact the future of the Charter of Rights, and the power of government to contravene those rights. I am guessing we will vote to ratify as so many fear “what’s next?” from this government. It’s nasty business, and I think legislation would be next. VALUING PUBLIC EDUCATION needs to come from a STRONG, CONSISTENT public voice. If we do ratify the agreement, and those in the profession and public think we've given up, we have not. We’ve been fighting for years. We just haven’t been heard… until now. ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:21 AM I understand your point of view, but sometimes you have to fight to get what you want. This is a VERY bad deal, considering: Other people get on average 2.5% salary increases last year and this year and the next and the rest of us get 1% and must feel happy if we do.? (https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html) THIS DEAL is a horrendously BAD deal for kids/parents as well, of course. We are going to continue to be humiliated and be the laughing stock of many people of this province. After a decade of paycuts, WOW, this is what they are willing to offer! WOW! WOW! WOW!Delete Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:30 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Reply Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:37 PM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:08 PM Let's cross our fingers! I think we need a general strike by all unions if CC legislates teachers back. It is time to put the foot down and tell her and the Liberals that, as in the movie Network,"I am mad as hell and I won't take it anymore!"Delete Reply Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 8:26 PM Needs help on some stats for an online debate Looking for the last 10 or 15 years of contractual salary increases in %. So, 1% for 2001, 0% for 2002,...ReplyDelete Children FirstSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:00 PM Well it's all done now. Really hope the teacher's can find another angle to deal with class size and composition as well as student funding. The government will make sure the coming court case never swings your way no matter what. 2nd most expensive place to live in the the world!!! Wonder why and where the money goes??? ReplyDelete AnonSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 PM I'm an outsider, but have followed closely this whole fiasco and this is a RAW deal. Your union hung you out to dry on this one - taking a really bad deal (clearly no one from the BCTF had rudimentary math skills in their toolbox) and then publicly encouraging to the media that teachers accept the deal....what choice did you have - a no vote would have outraged the public. I could go on and on, but the bottom line, in my opinion, is that your union better get some stronger leaders who are PR and technology savvy. Out with Iker and the rest of those who bargained on your behalf - they just got ......well , we know that happened. Whew, can't even believe how screwed you got, absolutely amazing - nothing meaningful gained in the big picture and only very minor gains for a small group of people, bigger losses for the majority.. Wow - I better stop now. Best of luck. Thanks for all you do for our children. ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ▼  September (9) Reflections on the BC Teacher Strike BC Teacher strike - Lessons learned Response to Sandy Garossino Will the Education Fund improve classroom conditio... Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Class composition: a human rights perspective Class size and composition - a short visual histor... Guest post - I WILL HOLD THE LINE Teachers - let your leadership know it is time to ... ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "Eid Mubarak to all those celebrating in BC!" @bcliberals - 06:52pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2013/03/why-educators-should-resist-educational.html?showComment=1363716143747,Staffroom Confidential: Why educators should resist educational technology Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Saturday, March 9, 2013 Why educators should resist educational technology I sat down earlier this week to write a blog post and I had a catchy title in mind: "iPads in the Classroom: Deja vu all over again". I had just read an article tweeted to me by my friend Tobey Steeves that appeared in the Atlantic in the mid-1990's. The article is called "The Computer Delusion" and I would recommend it (http://www.theatlantic.com/past/docs/issues/97jul/computer.htm). It begins with a short history lesson on past technological advances meant to revolutionize teaching, learning and schools, like television. And how these did nothing of the sort. And I thought, yes, just like the current crop of fad technologies: Smartboards, iPads, MOOCs. My partner had just laughingly told me about how the first out of date and now useless Smartboard showed up in his school's staffroom - the general repository of ed tech junk. But the more I think about it, the less I think it is the same all over again. It is very true that since schooling and technology there has been technology in schools. Some technology is very helpful. Some does genuinely change the way we teach and learn, a little bit. And lots gets left in the dust bins of staff rooms for a whole variety of reasons well articulated in The Computer Delusion. However, just like everything else in society lately, what is different now is not the perpetual change and the perpetual adoption of change before there is evidence to support the change. What is different is the pace of change. Things are happening so fast no-one has time to even reflect on what went wrong. In Education Week an article on educational technology happily examined "adaptive content". "What if, for example, we designed MOOCs (massive online courses) that, when illustrating a principle during a lecture, could use examples which were designed for the student's context? After all, most online communities already require members to fill in their age, location, etc. Or, if we had webcams that would interpret student's emotions and speed up / slow down a lecture/provide more illustrations/segue to an activity as needed. This technology, in fact, is already used by marketing companies to score consumer's reactions to their products online by reading their facial expressions via webcam, instead of written/multiple-choice feedback." I don't know about you, but that creeps me out on a lot of different levels. Learning as social activity? No.  Learning to broaden your horizens? No. Learning without privacy intrusions? No. But from one point of view, why not, if that is the fastest and cheapest way to make human beings learn and fast and cheap are the criteria? About five years ago I was teaching Information Technology and one of the classes I taught was game design. A researcher from the local university came to study my class, interested in how "gamification" related to learning. I didn't think all that much of it at the time, but am starting to see that educational technology is no longer just about tools to enhance learning, but rather the insertion of some of the most disturbing aspects of marketing into the previously (somewhat) protected world of schools and childhood. Joel Bakan has written an excellent book called "Childhood under siege". In it he examines some of the ways that marketers have used their techniques to sell toys, create addictive games, and market pharmaceuticals to children. It is disturbing. Those same trends are evident in the pitch to change teaching and learning with technology. One of the words that really bothers me right now is "engagement". It is so trendy. You can't have a conversation or read an article about education without encountering it. But what does it really mean? Learning is hard. And learning hard things is harder. Learning also is often uncomfortable. And sometimes it is boring. Anyone who has learned to play the violin knows that it takes at least 10,000 hours of often repetitive practice that sounds bad. There is no shortcut. You can play with others, play pieces you like, and perform. These all make it more fun. And you hopefully learn along the way that the practice is worth it. And this is what motivates you to practice more. What the educational technology companies are pushing is "engaged" learning as a short cut. But it won't work. It won't engage. It won't teach better. First off, much of what passes for educational technology these days is really modified consumer electronics. iPads, iPhones...these are consumer devices, not educational tools. Apps and games are designed to addict, not engage. I find apps the most disturbing...the most simplistic human reaction - just touching it - gives you a reward and a little hit of dopamine. You keep playing. Or checking your email. Or your twitter feed. It is this very feature of apps that make them appealing to two year olds. Playing on an iPad is more fun than learning to walk. Why? It is easier. You learn less (if anything at all). That is why they have temper tantrums when you take the iPad away. Sherry Turkle, in her book "Alone Together", considers the touted advantage of "multitasking" with technology. "When psychologists study multitasking, they do not find a story of new efficiencies. Rather, multitaskers don't perform as well on any of the tasks they are attempting. But multitasking feels good because the body rewards it with neurochemicals that induce a multitasking "high". The high deceives multitaskers into thinking they are being especially productive. In search of the high, they want to do even more. In the years ahead, there will be a lot to sort out. We fell in love with what technology made easy. Our bodies colluded." App development and consumer electronics are not designed for optimal learning. They are designed for optimal addiction. Very, very clever marketing people put their minds to this. They use everything we know about human psychology. Online pets die for a reason, as Joel Bakan explains in his book. The reason is to cause fear and worry in the child who must return to the program to feed it. My daughter is 13 years old, and I look around and am thankful I didn't have to keep iPads away from her. How did this happen so fast? She's not even grown up, and already childhood is different, and not for the better. This year in our school District, Wifi will be available to every child in every high school. Why? I don't know. So they can watch youtube at lunch hour instead of hang out with their friends? Respond to their text messages? Check their Facebook? Is it *necessary* or even *beneficial* for learning? I've yet to hear a good reason. We didn't use to have think about the precautionary principle in education. The popular myth had it that the pendulum would always swing back the other way, protecting us from fads and political interference. But this myth is just that - a myth. For twenty years, from a computer in every classroom to massive online learning, technology companies have become more and more sophisticated at pushing their product. We need to resist before it is too late. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 2:13 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 12 comments: TobeyMarch 9, 2013 at 4:22 PM Hi Tara, I dunno if it's crossed your path, but you might appreciate some of the discussion in => The shallows: What the Internet is doing to our brains. Beyond this point, I think it's also meaningful to highlight that many of these tech-centric solutions are pushed /on/ teachers, not derived /from/ the needs of teachers. It's that same politics of authority I discuss in my thesis. Eerie how often it's applicable ... Regards, TobeyReplyDelete Tara EhrckeMarch 9, 2013 at 5:15 PM Yes, just finished reading it...also an excellent read.ReplyDelete Replies Concerned ParentsMarch 10, 2013 at 12:51 PM Hi Tara, thank you for bringing up this important issue which many teachers are reluctant to discuss. As parents we question both the cost and the pedagogical value of replacing teachers with iPads. Unfortunately, our concerns are routinely marginalized and silenced by the tidal wave of 21st Century Learning. While educational budgets are cut on many fronts, no one (including parents who are taxpayers and "stakeholders") is allowed to question the sacred plans of technological advancement in millions of dollars. No one is allowed to question the cost of purchasing $700/pc iPads, of thousands of wireless routers (along with licensing fees for apps and newer routers' automatic opt-in cloud computing contracts), the cost of energy powering these devices, especially WiFi routers which operate 24/7, the cost of replacements to feed corporations' planned obsolescence which will occur every few years for decades to come, and the cost of health which is incalculable. I'm not surprised Mr. Carr said that tech gadgets caused him "a chronic state of distraction". Apart from the the psychological urge to get immediate feedback through the devices and the internet, there is valid physiological reason, when WiFi is used, that leads to inattention, impaired memory, insomnia or other more severe adverse effects to the brain and the body. Please take a look at the two videos below which show the level of "cellular noise" created by wireless equipment. Humans are electromagnetic beings, that's why doctors are able to use EEG to measure brain waves and EKG for the heart. The natural frequency of the human body is about 7.83 Hz. Wirelessly plugging our bodies to WiFi frequencies of 2,400,000,000 and 5,000,000,000 Hz, 24/7, is unnatural and invasive. Please hear the Pulsed Microwave of WiFi and iPad Radiation captured on Videos: iPad WiFi Radiation with Wireless Router On http://youtu.be/snt2uaQd_Ps Radiation of iPad with WiFi ON but no Internet Connection http://youtu.be/ANH6PEyQSZY The European Parliament, the Council of Europe as well as many doctors' groups have been advocating, in recent years, the REDUCTION of electromagnetic radiation in our environment, especially for children, youth, pregnant women and babies. http://www.safeinschool.org/2013/02/medical-advisory-wifi-radiation-and.html In this letter, Dr. Martha Herbert, a Harvard Neurologist who specializes in Pediatric Neurology, explains her research and concern about wireless radiation damaging children's brain function. http://goo.gl/Okafv Will SMART kids really be smarter, or dumber? Delete Concerned ParentsMarch 15, 2013 at 12:37 AM FYI. Your article was mentioned in this post: New Industry-Affiliated Website Promotes WiFi in Schools. Denies Health Risks. http://www.safeinschool.org/2013/03/wifiinsscholsca-new-industry-affiliated.htmlDelete Reply AnonymousMarch 9, 2013 at 5:31 PM It is this influx of this marketing scheme and it's technology toys that will be the undoing of public education. Search blended learning and working conditions and you'll see it's touted a solution to teacher working conditions, the very opposite of what is best for education and learning, building relationships between students and teachers, engaging them personally. Soon this effort to 'reduce working conditions for teachers' will further reduce the number of teachers deemed necessary. With one teacher instructing the online course, only a supervisor is needed in the classroom, not necessarily a teacher. Soon why even bother with a teacher at all, just hire an 'expert,' and save money. The Founder of the Khan Academy suggests already that you don't need a teacher to learn and Districts are using these online tutorials all across the province and bringing in this company to provide in-service in school districts. He thinks your training as teachers is pointless, he doesn't have an education degree and he's teaching kids around the world. ReplyDelete AnonymousMarch 9, 2013 at 5:32 PM I recently watched part of the LA United Board meetings where industry, administrators and some teachers were pushing for the installation of Wi-Fi across their School District. I couldn't watch further after listening to one defend the need or WiFi because it was felt a miracle solution for those students with ADD. They simply sit down in front of a screen and are mesmerized, instantly 'engaged' in the 'learning,' or so we're told. Yet we know better, this isn't learning and it's certainly not personalized learning. Personalized Learning for every student is the absolute ideal and personally I believe strongly in this approach BUT it's impossible in this current climate of cuts, under-funding and push to put students in front of screens instead of what we know works, smaller, well resourced classes. With this well versed tech marketing scheme comes the well oiled terms suggesting that education reform requires new teachers well versed in new ways of learning implying that seasoned teachers are like dinosaurs unable to acquire the necessary attention and 'engagement of students if they don't use the new technology. Isn't one of the best predictors of student success the greater years experience a teacher has? There are many reasons to question WiFi in schools, from the decrease in interpersonal skills, to the dumbing down of society, to the lack of pre-planning skills kids now find a challenge given their instant lifestyle. The risks of WiFi are another that are affecting more and more students and teachers. There are many health risks beyond the 2B carcinogen reclassified in 2011 by the WHO but shouldn't hat be enough. Canada has one of the lowest safety standards in the world and yet we're not using the precautionary principle. Instead many are trusting industries promise that the levels meet Health Canada's dismal standards. Yet only late last month Health Canada's lead researcher admitted in court that safety code 6 doesn't account for non0thermal affects despite assuring parents and schools of this across the provinces. The court transcripts are now available from the Superior Court of Quebec for a fee and by mail. You can read more about it here: http://www.magdahavas.com/health-canada-admits-safety-code-6-guideline-for-microwave-radiation-is-based-only-on-thermal-effects/ ReplyDelete AnonymousMarch 9, 2013 at 5:33 PM Why, with so little evidence, if any benefit from WiFi and all it's toys is public education further pushing students and those working in the education community to seemingly blindly risk not only their educational outcomes but their health. Oh right, we want to dumb down society, their easier to manage. Yet why risk health? It'll only cost society in the end? Compared with tobacco, wireless technology is following the same path only it's risky 'smoke' is invisible. Already insurance companies aren't insuring technology corporations against health risks. Companies like Fortis BC are hiring Product Defense Companies (Exponent) to defend the wireless capacity of smart meters. Asbestos, Tobacco, Monsanto's and other corporations marketing risk hire these companies to create doubt in the consumer so they con continue to line their pockets not because they're safe for the population. Their mandate is to get the best bottom line for their clients, to keep the bank roll rolling or as long as they can, despite the risks. Los Angeles Teacher's Union Passes Resolution to Ensure Safety from Hazardous Electromagnetic Fields (EMF) in Schools including EMF Emissions from Wireless Technology - W.E.E.P. News - March 09, 2013: - http://weepnews.blogspot.ca/2013/03/los-angeles-teachers-resolution-masts.html “I move that UTLA will abide by current National NEA Policy for Environmentally Safe Schools which states that all employees and stakeholders should be informed when there are changes in their exposure to environmental hazards including electromagnetic radiation and that all stakeholders and the public should be notified of any actual and potential hazards. UTLA will advocate for technological solutions that maintain technology upgrades while not increasing employees exposure to electromagnetic radiation." The BC Education system needs effective technologies, as Dr. Stuart Shanker says "where necessary" and used safely with no risks to either teachers or those involved in education. ReplyDelete Patrick ChunMarch 16, 2013 at 12:16 PM Ms. Ehrcke, I couldn't agree with you more. As it stands now, technology in school is a distraction, especially when the motive of vendors is to push their wares from a profit point of view. True use of technology is not about iPads or smartboards. It has to start from the content side of things. WiFi in school could turn out to be a ticking time bomb. There is actually no "safe" threshold on the amount of electro-magnetic radiation. Any guideline is just an arbitrary number. Patrick Chun CEO, Greenwood Canada ESL educational software developer ReplyDelete Ann-MarieMarch 19, 2013 at 10:52 AM I can see both sides of this argument. It is definitely a topic that we need to address. One thought, and something that I have used in classrooms, is to recognize, with students, the increased use of technology but in the same breath, discuss the benefits of using technology only when it can meet our information needs - valuing the interpersonal discussions - and not 'buying into' how many apps and games entice us to become preoccupied with technology. I don't think anyone would argue that having information at our fingertips hasn't improved learning and that being able to access worldwide information and opinions doesn't increase our sense of global responsibility. Preparing our students to examine the role of technology in their lives is a discussion that all teachers and parents can have with their children. ReplyDelete Bryan JacksonMarch 19, 2013 at 11:02 AM Hi Tara, Without addressing the ongoing conversation of the safety of wireless technology, I wanted to offer some counterpoint to the idea that we should resist all forms of educational technology in our schools if we want to uphold our responsibility to the public trust. While I might share many of your concerns about marketing and commodification making their way into modern classrooms, resisting digital technology of all stripes would see schools ceding valuable territory in the struggle for modern democracy that is occurring more and more on the open web. The literacies that attend web communication - including elements of self-regulation / 'attention-literacy,' visual and design-related presentation and communication skills, as well as data ownership, privacy - are increasingly vital to an education system that hopes to prepare students to resist the more malignant elements of digital technology and retain their ability to seek out and create individual voice in society. Like prohibition left the booze business to organized crime, creating schools that ignore the web as a forum for democratic participation help enable the corporate takeover of what little remains of digital 'public space'. Your own blog, for example, which is the personification of this exercise in democratic voice, is hosted by Google; we do ourselves and our students a disservice by not seeking out experience in ensuring autonomy and agency over our own and our students' web footprints. Someone whose work I've found inspiring in his drive to maintain individual freedom and public trust on the open web is Dr. Gardner Cambell, who wrote the influential essay, "A Personal Cyberinfrastructure," in which he argues that students should be provided with an education where they learn how to become their own systems administrators: http://www.educause.edu/ero/article/personal-cyberinfrastructure Gardner's talk, "Teaching, Learning & the Digital Imagination," also might help frame the pursuit of the digital humanities as part of a developing liberal arts education: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BHOv_kSejBM I fully agree that there is a lot of corporate profiteering masquerading as educational necessity, and we need to be aware as educators of not only these perils, but the possibility which exists on the open web as well. Audrey Watters (@audreywatters) is someone who does an incredible service in keeping up with developments in K12 and higher education along these lines, and whose work I think you (and your readers) would appreciate. She blogs at: http://hackeducation.com/ I think our schools should provide many of the experiences you are calling for above, but also believe that the diversity of perspectives teaching professionals bring into the learning environment help shape the future healthily, empathetically, and democratically. As someone who feels as though I am fighting for the same sort of school system advocated here, I wanted to offer some of what underpins my belief that digital technology does have a place in our classrooms, and that this place doesn't necessarily denote a 'corporate takeover' of any sort. On the contrary, technology is in my classroom so that my students (whose lives are suffused in technology whether I limit its exposure or not) venture onto the web with their eyes open to both the peril, and the possibility of digital public space. Enjoy your spring break, Bryan -bryanjack.ca ReplyDelete Tara EhrckeMarch 20, 2013 at 8:54 AM Hi Bryan, I think the one point where we may disagree is that I see a *connection* between the profiteers and others that can be unhealthy if it is not recognized. Yes, there are many teachers who use IT in their classrooms for genuine, worthwhile reasons. I am one of them. But when teachers start to jump on the bandwagon (sometimes just because they are excited about what they are doing, but sometimes for the purpose of personal career advancement) they go from using tech for their own teaching to advocating tech. Thus the profiteers exploit teachers to assist in advocating for change that in the long run is not healthy for schools and children. When this happens with district administrators and Ministry officials and university professors, these people become "internal validators" - lending justification for the vacuous arguments of the tech companies. When I say "resist", I don't necessarily mean "ban" (although that certainly might make sense in some circumstances). I mean think critically about whether the introduction of a new technology should or should not be adopted. Who wants it and why? In other words, do not capitulate to the vapid arguments of "it is there, so we have to use it", "it is there, so it is coming anyway", "they use it in life, so we have to in school", "they will use it at work, so we have to in school". None of these are good arguments. When considering whether or not to adopt new technologies, we also have to look at the bigger picture, including what gets removed...because every time something new arrives, something else goes. So, it is perfectly sensible to consider the overall screen time of children and consider whether or not any more screen time should take place in school. Or to consider whether we want wireless turned on all day so that kids can use their devices during recess, when that very well might displace f2f and exercise. Or to consider the degree to which "collaboration" with technology replaces reading books, and the impact that has on learning and thinking (suggest here Proust & the Squid...and In the Shallows...very good introductions to the effect of technology on the reading brain, what is lost...). I don't disagree with teaching digital literacy (although perhaps for different reasons than you...I think the "democracy" of the internet is largely a myth, but I do think kids should understand how the machines around them work), but that is very different than infusing teaching with technology or using technology for teaching and learning other subject areas. Thanks for your thoughtful comments - Tara ReplyDelete Clint LalondeMarch 28, 2013 at 12:12 PM Hi Tara, First off, truce. If I need to hold out a white flag here then please consider this to be one :). As a parent, I truly appreciate there are people like you and Tobey who are taking a very critical look at the role of technology in our schools. I agree with much of what you write and speak about - corporate agendas, the desire for quick fixes, the motivations for why we need technology in our schools, distractions - these are all incredibly valuable and important conversations for educators and parents to have. Technology is a tool that can be used well and can be used poorly. I am a Neil Postman fan and agree with him when he speaks about technology not as an either/or, but a this and that. There are tradeoffs, concessions and difficult discussions to have. What do we keep and what do we replace? Does this change the way we do things? How? What part is good and what part is bad? I agree with Bryan here that this issue of what role technology plays in our classrooms is vitally important to creating digital citizens of the future who can operate in the world and act with agency and autonomy. Who can change & challenge (or at least have the skills to deal with) the very things about our world that we both want to see changed. There are a myriad of reasons to keep technology out of the classroom - all valid. But keeping it out only means we do not work to find solutions to those problems. We hid them. Worse, we don't help our kids find solutions to their problems. How can they be expected to deal with making correct choices about issues like information overload and critical media literacy if they are not engaging in real and authentic ways with these issues? I worry that we underestimate the internet and that we are not doing enough to teach our kids how to thoughtfully and deliberately engage with it. To take control of it. To even realize that they can take control of it. We are letting the technology agenda be written by the corporations, by the entertainment industry, by the publishing companies when we enact policies that pretend the internet doesn't exist and hides it away from our kids. We are not preparing our kids to carry on the kinds of fights and deeply critical analysis we both want. We are not teaching them that the internet is THEIRS and THEY own it and THEY can control it. In a world where our kids are not taught how to take control and use the internet as a learning tool, Perez Hilton wins. And that frightens me a helluva lot more than wifi. With respect, Clint LalondeReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ▼  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ▼  March (2) Why educators should resist educational technology... Will School Board budget woes lead to more inequit... ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/IssuesInEducation.aspx?id=5766,BCTF > May 4, 2006 Letter to Minister Bond  	BCTF > Issues in Education  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Issues in Education > Bill 33 by fax: 250-387-3200 May 4, 2006 Honourable Shirley Bond Minister of Education PO Box 9045 Stn Prov Govt Victoria, BC V8W 9E2 Dear Ms Bond: On behalf of the BCTF, I am writing to address Bill 33, the Education (Learning Enhancement) Statutes Amendment Act. The Federation views the extension of class-size limits to Grades 4–12 and class-composition guarantees as a positive step. Teachers, who took a courageous stand last fall in order to secure learning conditions improvements, are heartened to see some progress and acknowledge that the government has moved from previously held views. The BCTF believes that it’s critical that adequate funding be provided to school boards to implement the legislative changes successfully, and to ensure that BC’s students actually receive the benefits of Bill 33. The Federation has long held the view that class-size limits and class-composition guarantees are necessary and will improve the learning situations for students across BC. However, the BCTF is also very clear that the implementation of Bill 33 should not come at the expense of other services and programs. To avoid this being the case, boards must have adequate resources to implement the provisions of the legislation. At this time, the BCTF would like to convey to government, once again, the Federation’s commitment to successful inclusion of students with special needs. It is our firm belief that all students deserve a quality public education experience, with the opportunity to be included and succeed. To ensure that this is the case, resources must be in place to support students with special needs and provide the education program that enables their success. The BCTF would also like to register a number of concerns with Bill 33, as outlined below. The Federation requests the opportunity to meet with you to expand on the concerns and discuss solutions, and would make representatives available to do so at any time. The BCTF believes that the requirement for the teachers’ consent in Grades 4–7 should be expanded to Grades 8–12. The Bill does not recognize the special considerations in shop, lab, and home economics classes. A limit of 24 students in these particular classes would address specific and serious safety concerns, and enable teachers to safely proceed with the necessary “hands on” experiences that students require in these classes. The BCTF is very concerned about the timelines in the legislation and believes that the process needs to be shortened considerably. Under the current timelines, the process of finalizing class sizes could possibly take until mid-November. With shorter timelines in place, a greater degree of certainty and stability at the school level will be achieved. The legislation does not include the provision of a ratio for non-enrolling, specialist teachers to numbers of students. An adequate number of specialist teachers, including teacher-librarians, ESL teachers, counsellors, learning assistance teachers, resource teachers, and others, is necessary to support students and ensure their success, and provide a quality public education experience for all students. There is no reference in the legislation to class-size limits for the alternate programs and special programs that exist to meet the diverse needs of students. These classes have traditionally had lower class-size limits in order to provide the appropriate support and learning environment for the students involved. For example, in the past, certain types of special classes have had limits in the range of 8–12 students. The particular needs of ESL students, and students that clearly require extra support but do not currently qualify as special needs, are not addressed in Bill 33. The BCTF requests that government consider these concerns and address them through changes in the wording of Bill 33. Once again, it must be noted that the Federation considers the legislation a step in the right direction. The BCTF looks forward to further dialogue with government on the learning conditions in BC’s schools. Yours truly, Jinny Sims President cc: John Horgan, Opposition Critic for Education About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2014/09/response-to-sandy-garossino.html?showComment=1410985569393,Staffroom Confidential: Response to Sandy Garossino Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Wednesday, September 17, 2014 Response to Sandy Garossino A number of teachers have pointed to a string of tweets by Sandy Garossino, who spoke so eloquently about the meaning of Justice Griffin's decision during our strike. I very much respect and appreciate her support for teachers and careful explanation of the court case to the public. However I do disagree with her analysis on our bargaining situation. Here are my responses to her arguments: My assessment is that what you achieved is very close to the highest negotiated settlement possible for you, if not the highest. #bced At the decisive moments it is very normal for those who are taking risks to feel nervous, fearful and uncertain. The art of negotiation is not to blink just at this moment. Yes, this government has a very different agenda than teachers. Yes, this is an extremely difficult bargaining situation. But teachers, workers and citizens have not ever made substantial gains in easy conditions. It always takes risk and sacrifice to win improvements to public services. The history of the labour movement demonstrates that taking risks in seemingly impossible situations is what has won historic gains. The eight hour day, maternity leave, health and safety rights - none of these came easily. We are in an era of massive inequality in which the small few who benefit from privatizing public services are pushing very hard to substantively undermine public education. This isn't just in BC, it is around the world, typified in the Global Education Reform Movement (GERM). It won't be easy, but we will never win if we don't try. One of the most destructive aspects of litigation is the fantasy that there's a clear or certain path to victory & you just hv to find it. I actually don't usually support legal strategies to make gains for public services - I agree they are limited. But the path of the tentative agreement is exactly the one government wants: Limited new monies for public education (which can be taken somewhere else...through yet more downloading of costs onto school boards); silencing the most eloquent critics of privatization and underfunding, the teachers, for five years; eliminating the need to ever implement the court case in the event government loses. I don't have illusions in a clear or certain path. But every victory requires risk and courage. If you never take that path, you never reach your goal. Teachers: You have a LOT TO LOSE if you reject this deal and proceed directly to appeal. This cannot be overstated. #bcpoli #bced We have a lot to lose if we do take this deal. More educational change aimed at privatizing a public system with no teacher action/negotiations to challenge those changes; More years of chronic underfunding, teacher stress and burnout and lost opportunities for children; A repeat of this bargaining round when the "re-opener" happens if we win the court case. I am not convinced this deal is any/much better than a legislated agreement which would be the absolute worst case scenario. They cannot legislate away the court decision - it would be illegal and would hurt their case on appeal. I have no trust that the small additional dollars in the Education Fund will translate into more teachers. It is fundamentally the same as the LIF, and during the years of the LIF, teacher numbers have decreased. This is what our own union has documented. Now is not the time to blink. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 10:43 AM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 12 comments: Greg McLeodSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:07 AM I'm not a teacher, but I think teachers have to vote no to this deal. If members aren't financially able to keep striking, voting no and returning to work under no contract is a better option than agreeing to a "re-opener", or anything else that threatens having the class size and composition language reinstated.ReplyDelete M NelsonSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:26 PM I agree. Once again, our union is willing to settle for too little, too soon. We need new union leadership.ReplyDelete Replies RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 4:51 PM The opposite. The government could wait much longer than teachers could. If you're unhappy with the deal you should ask your union leadership why they thought it was a good idea to go into a prolonged strike without a strike fund. There's a lot that can be accomplished in the negotiations, but I think it was always unrealistic for the BCTF to think it could overturn the results of the election through job action.Delete Reply BlairSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:43 PM Tara, your answer to tweet three doesn't consider the reality that a lot of younger teachers and two-teacher families faced which was that a fight to the death was going to be a lot worse on the teachers' side than on the government's. The government is not going to the polls for two-three years but teachers need to pay bills right now. We are lucky to be a one teacher, one non-teacher family. Between one earner and with savings we might make it to December before we had mortgage issues. We have friends who will not make it to October, let alone December. The old adage about taking what you can now and living to fight another day really looks pretty reasonable in our household. Your suggestion that we vote no and go back to work is not likely to work because right now the government knows they are in the best position they will ever be to hold the BCTF's feet to the fire. They have no need to let Teachers go back to work without a contract because they would be able to wave a red flag to the public blaming teachers for any continued strike. They would also thrive on the weakness of a union that went into a strike with no strike fund and then couldn't get their teachers to vote for the agreed-upon deal. It would be the perfect opportunity to break the BCTF once and for all. ReplyDelete Replies Carol SapergiaSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:56 PM I don't see the government locking us out if we went back without a contract... wouldn't that just garner support for teachers (those we.may lose briefly for voting no on the deal tomorrow)?Delete BlairSeptember 17, 2014 at 2:06 PM It would certainly garner support for the teachers....in the long run. But in the short run the gov't would have a boost because the teachers' voted against their negotiating team/executive's recommendations. Most importantly, the gov't doesn't need to last a long time. As I noted, finances are so bad for a lot of teachers that another three-four weeks is all it will take to bankrupt a small but not-too-small percentage of the membership. Those teachers are not going down without a fight and if they feel it was the union that failed them the results could be problematic for the BCTF. Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:07 PM There would only be a partial lockout if the teachers return to limited job action. Without that I highly doubt the government would do anything of the sort.Delete Reply UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:09 PM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete René MarcelSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:08 PM I have listened to Glen Hansman's comments placed insensitively as "counterpoint" to Tara's on CBC radio. I've watched video clips from both sides, from teachers, and parents and read what I can of the details of our agreement for ratification. I found out that Vince Ready pushed hard for a deal with a threat that the momentum would lost because he had to fly back east to Toronto on Tuesday for a few days. My soccer friends have asked me if it's a good deal. My wife knows that the money put into this deal comes almost entirely from the money saved by not paying teachers on picket lines. Then my 12 year-old son asked me a question that has both bothered me and helped me to decide which way I will vote. He asked, "So dad, if we go back to school will there still be (like) thirty kids and EA's coming in and out of my class all the time?" Thank you Tara for being a voice that reflects the long term reason why we stand up for public education. The Committee should be recommending that we go back to work and vote "no" so that our chance of having the better working conditions we had prior to 2002 can exist for our future grads, including my sons.ReplyDelete inschoinschoolSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:30 PM Class size and composition were the key points that we went out for, and should be the key consideration in deciding to go back (by voting yes). It would be unrealistic to think that in this round of negotiation we would be able to dramatically affect them, but what we did accomplish is the ability to maintain the fight when the clear objective of the government was to gain complete control over class size and composition. We thwarted that attempt, and kept the path open for the court case to run its course. Moreover, we gained clear language in the re-opener clause that the starting point of negotiations will from the stripped 2002 language. That's a big win. In this round, governments starting point was from the current, but ironically non-existant language struck by Justice Griffin. Add to that the thwarting of changes to teacher evaluation, and calendar and hours of work, and I think our bargaining team made a significant accomplishment. I don't for a second believe that we made enough gains to "fix" the system, give students the support they deserve, or pay teachers enough to maintain purchasing power. But I do believe that if we vote no, we open the door for big losses. Both in terms of control of the education system, and public support. I'm happy to take our modest gains, live to fight another day, and carry the support we've mobilized for continued pressure to make positive changes to public education. I'll be voting yes.ReplyDelete Replies René MarcelSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:51 PM The re-opener clause is a benefit only to the employer as it has been used by them since at least 1992 and, in this particular agreement proposal sets out to limit the ability of the union to use the court decision(s) to set negotiations on class size and composition from the standards and formula set prior to 2002. It is, as a colleague put it, "E80 with lipstick." Delete Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:54 PM The "starting point" is useless if it isn't implemented. Government just has to wait us out, which they love to do, because we get no pay increases while that happens. We've had the right to bargain CSC since 2013. Bill 22 actually put it back after two years. The reopener is not a "big win". It is a concession. What we want is if the court puts the language back, to have the language back. With the reopener, if the court puts the language back, we have to bargain the language back. That's less likely then than it would be today. There is not much to lose in this agreement. 10 minutes prep for elementary and $275 in benefit improvements. That's all I see.Delete Reply Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ▼  September (9) Reflections on the BC Teacher Strike BC Teacher strike - Lessons learned Response to Sandy Garossino Will the Education Fund improve classroom conditio... Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Class composition: a human rights perspective Class size and composition - a short visual histor... Guest post - I WILL HOLD THE LINE Teachers - let your leadership know it is time to ... ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12788,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2000 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 12, Number 5, March 2000 A progress report on the priorities adopted by the 1999 AGM 1. To improve the Federation’s effectiveness and responsiveness to meeting the needs of members and strengthening locals by first undertaking a review of governance and decision-making structures and report back to the 2000 AGM. A call for applications for the Governance Review was conducted during October. The deadline for applications was November 1, 1999. Appointments were made at the December 10-11, 1999 EC meeting. A committee of nine members will undertake the review: six members at large and three executive members. The terms of reference have been established for the review. It is a two-year review, with a final report at the 2001 AGM. Governance Review Steering Committee was appointed by the Executive Committee in December. First meeting is scheduled for February 21-22, 2000. Focus groups on collective bargaining completed in all zones. 2. To continue to promote membership involvement at all levels of the Federation, with particular emphasis on the participation of new members. Summer Conference 1999 had additional spaces for members and locals were encouraged to bring members that were new to teaching as participants. At the summer conference, a first time participant addressed all delegates in plenaries held at the beginning and end of the conference. A focus group of first-time summer conference participants was conducted and has been used to generate discussions and action planning around the involvement of new members in the organization. The FLI training on Advanced Negotiation Skills will attempt to involve five members who are in their first ten years of teaching. Focus groups on collective bargaining issues are being conducted in eight zones involving a total of 96 members randomly selected. All members have been invited to participate in teacher forums being held around the province to have EC members hear member views on issues. Teacher magazine has run articles on the issues directly affecting members in the classroom. As well, the publication is making a concerted effort to encourage member involvement through the “Readers write” column and other special interactive features such as a photo contest. Many members participated in discussions on issues related to Aboriginal students. The BCTF Web site incorporated an area for discussion of issues related to technology and education. FLI training–Welcoming new members Beginning Teachers’ Conferences (provincial/local) Beginning Teacher listserv and Handbook Mentorship program in more than 20 locals Fall Zone meeting focus on involvement and participation of members Continuing with regional conferences for TOCs Revised workshops to meet the needs of TOCs Training for all Staff Rep Trainers on revised workshop “History of Collective Bargaining” 3. To articulate and promote to government a coherent strategic approach to education policy initiatives that are properly funded and rooted in principles of equity, accessibility, respect for the role of the teaching profession, and progressive approaches to curriculum and assessment. Meetings with Minister, deputy/senior Ministry of Education staff Teacher Forums–discussion on accreditation/FSA PD zone meeting discussions Accreditation Review Committee Influencing ministry policy on FSA/accreditation/technology, CTCs BCTF workshops on Reporting to Parents, Teaching Strategies and Classroom Management Participation in Education Advisory Council meetings ESL strategy Appointing members to more than 100 ministry committees Discussions and action plan at SPDRT trainings and PD zone meetings BCTF response to Technology, Accreditation Refinements, Special Ed Review, Math and SS Task Force reports/workplans Accreditation discussion in locals Partners meeting on Fraser Institute rankings BCTF brochure on assessment Advice from PDAC/PSAC on education policy issues BCTF response to Career Technical Centres Influencing revised Primary Program document Meetings/consultations with Ministry for Children and Families Tracking and monitoring implementation of new child abuse protocols 4. To enhance the Federation’s effectiveness in promoting social justice through initiatives at the school, local, community, provincial, national, and international levels. The Federation is participating in Campaign 2000, committed to continuing the pressure on Members of Parliament to eradicate child poverty. The theme for this year’s World Teachers’ Day was “Teachers, a force for social change.” Our wall calendar ran the theme of Respect and Dignity for All that we also used on a button. Teacher newsmagazine has consistently published articles on our social justice initiatives in locals and at the provincial level, including a two-page spread on social justice, First Nations, gender equity and sexual orientation issues. The focus of issues related to Aboriginal education is an important component of the Social Justice commitment. The International Solidarity Program has included support for opposing globalization that harms public education. Social Justice Contacts Conference–Respect and Dignity for All First Nations Task Force discussions/policy report to AGM Hiring of Aboriginal Ed. co-ordinator New workshops on Poverty and Homophobia Ed May and local Social Justice grants approved Booking of school-based workshops Social Justice zone meetings Response to the Children’s Commission Annual Review New workshops developed on social issues Support/planning for World March 2000. 5. To promote a quality, properly funded public education system which uses authentic, qualitative and quantitative measures for making improvements, with particular focus on school completion, aboriginal education, literacy and citizenship education. We prepared a comprehensive brief to support improved government funding for public schools. The Task Force on First Nations Education is promoting changes to the public ed system that will improve completion rates and literacy. Presented Education Funding Brief to Minister of Education and sent it to all MLAs and education partner groups. Discussed brief with members of Liberal and NDP caucus. Worked through the Coalition for Public Education to influence the Federal Finance Committee report to the House of Commons. 6. To achieve government funded Early Retirement Incentive Plans and improvements to the Teachers’ Pension Plan that will enable more teachers to retire at an earlier age with greater financial security. The Pensions Committee hosted a two-day training session with the Executive Committee The committee identified some possible areas for improvement and discussed the pros and cons of pursuing each improvement. A critical problem has arisen in the plan, which is of considerable concern to the committee, namely the ability of the Pension Plan to index pensions and provide group benefits. The committee passed the following motion at its October 17, 1999 meeting: “That the Pensions Committee advise the Executive Committee that it considers the issue of changes to the Inflation Adjustment Account as greater priority at this time than other pension plan improvements.” As a result, current organizational resources are focussed on the indexing and group benefits issues. Three meetings of a sub-committee of the Pensions Committee have been held to discuss funding related to the Inflation Adjustment Account. The sub-committee will provide input to the February Pensions Committee who will make recommendations for consideration at the March Executive Committee meeting. 7. To promote and defend public education with a particular emphasis on the work of teachers and the diversity of choice within an inclusive public school system. The BCTF has re-activated the Coalition for Public Education. The Coalition is working together to take on the issue of increased corporate intrusion into public education at the K-12 and post secondary levels. The BCTF has initiated a series of workshops available for Parent Advisory Groups to access dealing with issues in public education. We ran a series of spots on Knowledge Network on class size. We submitted a brief to the Federal Finance Committee on post-secondary education funding and are circulating a petition of the Canadian Federation of Students to all schools calling for improved Federal funding of post-secondary education. We updated and re-issued our series of brochures on issues related to public education for circulation to parents and the public. Teacher newsmagazine is consistently running stories on diversity of programming in the public school system. We are working in the area of media relations to counter the propaganda of the Fraser Institute and other ideological critics of public schools, as well as striving to educate journalists about the neo-conservative agenda as it pertains to education. Initiated a meeting with education partner members of EAC to counter the Fraser Institute report card on secondary schools. 8. To continue to implement the collective agreement to ensure that maximum benefits are derived for members and B.C. public schools. Articles in the Teacher newsmagazine are exploring the history of collective bargaining in the education sector and emphasizing the benefits to teachers and students of actively enforcing the terms of the agreement. History of Collective Bargaining workshops delivered at Summer Conference and through Staff Rep Training Program will be given at the Beginning Teachers’ Conference. Compliance with PCA: #44 North Vancouver–9 FTE in K—3; base number corrected; ESL ratios ongoing #61 Victoria–5.5 FTE in K—3; compensation $50,000 for two days per child per month #63 Saanich–10.35 FTE (spec ed reduction) #33 Chilliwack, #38 Richmond, #03 Kimberley, #88 Terrace–issue of numbers for split grades K—3 or 3—4 scheduled for arbitration January 31, 2000 Working documents melding local and provincial language: 21 complete, 19 almost complete, 28 in-progress; not yet coded for entry into clause pull data base Grievance database in place and being used as of January 25, 2000 David Chudnovsky guest speaker at BCPSEA AGM. 9. To promote safe, nurturing and inclusive environments in which all teachers and students can work and learn. We participated in the publication and release of a study with SFU of violence against teachers. We are working with the BCSTA to seek new government funding to support the WCB mandated training and health and safety committee operations in schools. All BCTF communications vehicles are emphasizing the issues of safe, non-violent schools. This includes Teacher newsagazine, BCTFNews, Staff Rep News and the Did you know? poster series. Health and Safety workshops being delivered through Staff Rep Training program (general health and safety, violence and indoor air quality). A major element of the Task Force on First Nations Education Discussion Guide is characteristic of a school inclusive of Aboriginal students. Health and Safety workshops have been delivered in approximately 25 locals. Executive Committee recommends that school boards establish Health and Safety committees. Health and Safety network of local representatives and BCTF H&S representatives on district H&S committees to be established Cadre of Health and Safety trainers to be formed. 10. To continue to work with labour and other community groups to counter the global corporate agenda and promote progressive social change. The Federation provided a grant to Check Your Head, a youth organization committed to promote environmentally sustainable, people-centered activities that promote social justice, and is working with this organization on social and economic issues and providing assistance with workshop facilitation and design skills. The Federation is working in the Trading Strategies Coalition with other labour and community groups to oppose the further liberalization of world trade and in particular to ensure opposition to the inclusion of public services like health and education on the agenda of the upcoming World Trade Organization ministerial discussions. The BCTF is also participating in a CCPA publication on the WTO and its impact on B.C. BCTF sponsored buses to travel to Seattle on November 30, 1999 to protest WTO meetings. Executive Committee participated in the protest. BCTF with support from the BC Federation of Labour, the Coalition for Public Education and a number of other unions is sponsoring a tour of Maude Barlow around the province speaking on the WTO and its potential impact on public services. BCTF is engaged in bilateral meetings with B.C. Nurses’ Union, Hospital Employees’ Union and Government Employees’ Union to build closer working relationships. BCTF became a member of the Environmental Labour Alliance. The BCTF worked with the B.C. Federation of Labour and with locals to participate in the public sessions of the Business Summit forums held around the province. Teachers were active participants in presenting opposition to the Business agenda to cut public spending. The BCTF is continuing its active participation in and support for the Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives and is involved in the work of the CCPA’s Public Interest Research Desk. Through our communications work, we also promote and publicize the results of CCPA research on a wide range of issues. We participated in a hemispheric conference of teacher unions in Quito, Ecuador. Called the IDEA conference, Initiative for Democratic Education in the Americas, it is part of a major effort to confront the neo-conservative agenda as it impacts on teachers throughout the hemisphere. This will also receive coverage in Teacher newsmagazine. BCTF has re-initiated its proposal with the BC Federation of Labour for a labour studies component in the social studies curriculum. Coalition for Public Education is planning a major conference in May to counter the increasing commercialization taking place in public education. BCTF will be participating in a B.C. Federation of Labour campaign to defend public services, and speak up for job creation and workers’ rights. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=30560,BCTF News Releases  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources   For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development News Release Archives 2014  2013  2012    2011 2010  2009  2008 2007  2006  Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2013 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  September 9, 2013 BCTF heads back to BC Supreme Court over constitutional rights VANCOUVER—Today the BC Teachers’ Federation is back in BC Supreme Court to present its case that the BC government has not respected the landmark decision from 2011 that the province violated teachers’ constitutional rights. The BCTF is seeking restoration of provisions like class-size limits and specialist teacher guarantees that were unconstitutionally stripped from the collective agreement in 2002. The union is also seeking a declaration that the provincial government has failed to address the repercussions of the 2011 decision, and is requesting damages for losses. “BC teachers are back in court looking for a remedy to the case we won more than two years ago,” said BCTF President Jim Iker. “The court has already ruled that the BC government violated teachers’ constitutional rights when it stripped our collective agreement and prevented us from bargaining class size, class composition, and staffing levels for specialist teachers. The BCTF is now seeking a remedy for our 2011 victory and will also argue that the government’s 2012 legislation, Bill 22, was unconstitutional.” In describing the impact of the government’s actions, Iker pointed out that children who were in Kindergarten when these bills were imposed are now near graduation.  “For the past 12 years, BC students have been at a disadvantage compared to students who went through the public school system prior to 2002,” said Iker. “Our collective agreement used to ensure smaller class sizes and guaranteed adequate levels of support for students by specialists like teacher-librarians, counsellors, learning support and special education teachers. Since the government illegally stripped the agreement, class sizes have gone up, help for students with special needs has gone down, and all students have lost access to specialists who can give them extra support when they need it.” Nineteen days have been set aside for both sides to present their arguments to Madam Justice Griffin, who also ruled on the 2011 decision.  The Judge will determine if the Federation’s interpretation is correct and, if so, what damages and/or remedies flow from the government’s actions. Jim Iker will be available for comment at 9:30 a.m. at the Law Court steps located on the north east corner of Hornby and Nelson streets in Vancouver.   Background  On April 13, 2011, teachers won a constitutional challenge to legislation passed in 2002 and 2004 that deleted hundreds of provisions from the Provincial Collective Agreement and removed teachers’ right to bargain issues such as class size, class composition and teacher/student ratios in the future. Madam Justice Griffin gave the government 12 months to address the repercussions of the decision. The BCTF will argue that the province did not repeal or amend the constitutionally invalid legislation during the period of suspension granted by the Court and did not address the repercussion of the decision.  Instead, it will argue the government re-enacted the constitutionally invalid legislation with Bill 22. The purported repeal of the legislation, followed by the enactment of identical legislation, simply continued the unconstitutional violations. The BCTF will argue for a declaration that the government did not address the repercussions of the decision, a restoration of contract language and teachers’ bargaining rights, and compensation for the years of harm to teachers and the educational system. The BCTF will also challenge Bill 22, the Education Improvement Act, and argue that the legislation infringes s. 2(d) of the Charter by not respecting the collective bargaining process. The Federation will seek a declaration that the legislation is unconstitutional, as well as damages. -  30  - For more information, contact Rich Overgaard, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell). Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "Gr8 event honoring Taiwan ROC w many friends @douglasbing @marvinhunt4bc @KerryLynneFindl @mhlchiu26 @prairiechinois http://t.co/85TUCQsbrI" @John_Yap - 05:40pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8024&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 6, April 2005 On being well: Broken promises by Julia Johnson The BCTF, through Teacher and the School Staff Alert, does an excellent job of keeping teachers informed on education, provincial politics, teaching practices in developing countries, our health, safety and wellness, and our professional and personal growth. The information on Staff Alert #25 regarding provincial politics and Gordon Campbell’s broken promises caused me to ponder the act of making promises from a wellness perspective and the behaviour and qualities of a person who makes or breaks promises. Throughout our lives, the promises made to us, the promises we make, and the broken promises we endure influence our choices, which eventually defines how honourable we are. A promise is an oral or written agreement to do, or not do, something, and making a promise gives assurance to another for a particular expectation. A promise upheld enables the one to whom the promise has been made to trust the one who has made the promise. With trust comes a confidence that the person making the promise is honest and reliable, that the person has integrity. Prior to the federal election in June 2004, CBC radio, broadcast a program with Michael Enright as host on the practicality of election promises made by political leaders and to what degree the electorate could expect election promises to be kept. In the discussion were political-science professors from the universities of Saskatoon and Windsor and a former Reform Party MP from Saskatchewan. The professors said that election promises are made by political leaders to get elected, and that there was little expectation for the leaders to keep their promises. What surprised me about this view was the acceptance that election promises are a means to an end and that the question of integrity was not part of the discussion. If professors of our universities think that our expectation for political leaders to keep their election promises is of little importance and that is the message they share with others, then it explains why the leaders we elect fail to meet our expectations for honesty, reliability, and integrity and why political leaders lack commitment to accept responsibility for running a trustworthy government. Even though this view of our political leaders is symptomatic of the breakdown of societal values, manifested in corporate scandals, swelling prison populations, growing divorce rates, and increasingly dysfunctional relationships, when it is supported by our institutions of higher learning, our hope for finding something different, something we can count on, something we can believe in, is undermined, and we become disenchanted with the possibilities for change. How do we reclaim integrity and the associated values of honesty, reliability, sincerity, and righteousness in our leaders? If we want a citizenry that values those qualities in our leaders, we must relearn the art of making promises. We first learned about promises from our parents. We learned that a promise is something we make to someone and there are times when a promise can be broken if there is a good reason. If the promise was kept, we learned about expectations, obligations, commitment, sincerity, reliability, and responsibility. And if the promise was broken we learned about disappointment, restitution, and forgiveness. We developed a belief system about promises, and over time, we learned to make promises of our own. We made promises to our parents, teachers, friends, mentors, partners, and children. We learned that when we made a promise we did so with the intention of keeping it and when a promise was broken, we were greatly troubled. However, somewhere in our journey to adulthood, the simplicity of making a promise and keeping it became more complex. Today, promises are more about getting something, winning affection or position, and appeasing guilt. Promises have been sacrificed in the busy lives we live. In our efforts to respond to increasing family expectations and work-related demands, we began to put the needs of others before our own needs; consequently promises became too difficult to keep. We learned to make and break promises, and we believed that that was all right. If we want quality leaders and a society that respects the value of a promise, we must relearn how to make and keep promises. We do this by making a promise to ourselves. When we make a promise to ourselves and keep it, we establish an inner integrity, and people begin to notice. They see us as someone who "walks the talk," someone who is dependable, and means what she or he says, someone who can be counted on to get a job done, someone people can trust. A very simple way to relearn how to make and keep promises is to begin with promising yourself to do a wellness activity each day. That simple promise becomes your expression of the value you place on yourself, and it is a safe way to learn the importance of accepting responsibility for a commitment through which respect is earned. When we make commitments to ourselves and keep them, we execute the priorities in our life with integrity, and we become as the change we want to see in the world. Julia Johnson, a learning resource teacher at Red Bluff School, in Quesnel, is a BCTF PD wellness associate. johnsonj@abccom.bc.ca.)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2014/09/tentative-agreement-yes-or-no.html?showComment0751410926829158,Staffroom Confidential: Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, September 16, 2014 Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Despite what I know was a herculean effort on the part of our bargaining team, I very much hope that BC teachers will vote no to the tentative agreement. After five weeks of strike, and twelve years of legal battles, this is not the deal that will restore sanity to public education and it is not a fair deal for teachers and students. Just as teachers in Saskatchewan rejected a deal to ensure a better outcome, I hope BC teachers will consider a no vote to let our team know we have to go back to the bargaining table. Class size, composition The agreement provided a modified LIF fund starting at $75 million per year and increasing to $85 by the last year. It is for teachers only, which will mean a slight improvement in Districts where sizeable portions were spent on Education Assistants or senior District staff rather than teachers. However, in an average size District like Victoria (20,000 students, 1,000 teachers), this will translate into about 5-10 more teachers. That is one for every five schools. To put it in comparison, Justice Griffin's judgement estimated the lost funding due to lost class size language at about $330 million in current dollars. (Read more here about the proposed Education Fund.) I heard so many teachers speak up about the need to ensure that we do not return to over-crowded classes when the strike ends. This agreement does very little to alleviate what is the most pressing issue. Throwing away the court victory The agreement provides a "reopener" in the event we win on appeal our class size language. What this means is that the language returns, but is not implemented until new language is negotiated. Without the actual implementation of the returned language, there will be very little incentive for the government to bargain it back. We would essentially be back in the very same position we are in today, with government trying to bargain it out and us trying to bargain it back in. In my opinion, even if we were legislated back to work we would be in a superior position. If we won the appeal the government would then be forced to implement the language. We are thus throwing away our historic court victory and the bargaining pressure it potentially creates. The reopener is really only mildly less offensive than E80. In both cases, we have to bargain back what was illegally taken from our contract and the government will probably never have to restore it. In fact, the "reopener" creates the perfect opportunity for government to lock us out to try and force us to agree to something far inferior. Throwing away the remedy for the last twelve years The agreement provides $105 million to compensate for grievances over-sized classes for the last twelve years. Using Justice Griffin's estimates, our loss is roughly $300 million times 12 = over $3 billion. I cannot fathom how $105 million is a fair compromise. The BCTF's original proposal to put this money back into the system was a more fair and productive approach. This agreement means we can no longer go to the courts for a fair remedy. Wages The agreement is very close to government's original offer. While I would be willing to accept this if the class size language was returned, teachers should not be taking such a significant monetary loss without the commensurate gain in working conditions. We have lost roughly 12% of our annual salary. We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut. Minimal improvements There are very minimal improvements in preparation time for elementary teachers (10 minutes per week), and TTOC daily rate. The TTOC daily rate change may depend on your grid placement. It could actually be a wage loss for long term TTOCs who are above category 5 and step 7. There is also $11 million in health and dental benefits. At 40,000 members, this is $275 each. Hardly worth consideration in the context of the rest of the agreement. What next? There are a variety of options if we vote no. We can continue the strike. We can choose to return to work and continue bargaining. We do not, and should not, accept an agreement that doesn't meet our needs and doesn't meet the needs of students and public education. When Saskatchewan teachers rejected the first deal which had 5.5% wage increases over four years, the second deal had 7.3% increases over four years. They have said this still isn't good enough. For us, our main issue is classroom conditions. We need to say this isn't good enough. The way to do that is to vote no. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 7:48 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 124 comments: Troy MooreSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:17 PM The EC recommendation states the open clause will be argued from restored language. However, selling our grievances for nothing as the 105 million is strike savings, is plenty of reason to vote no. Further, no composition caps, but a fund controlled by Superintendents is enough reason to vote no. Thursday I will vote no.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:06 PM Re-opener also says "education fund" in place until new language bargained, so old language can disappear forever.Delete Reply Mme RousseauSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:33 PM Government starved us to death hoping we'd vote yes to whatever deal they'd offer. Planned it from the start.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:07 PM We can sill choose (collectively) to return to work if we reject this deal. Many options.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:09 PM Great analysis, Tara! I think that returning to work would be a bad idea. This will frustrate parents more if they need to find new ways to deal with taking care fo kids. USe the money given to you by the other unions. I am a teacher who had to quit for stress over the terrible condition of work (split FI grade 4/5, several low LD kids with little support, one severe with no support, 2 gifted (no support), and a principal who expected me to teach 2 separate social studies AND science programs)Delete Reply Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:56 PM Good points by all but the gov't succeeded in starving my family out and completly breaking us. I will be voting YES and live to fight another dayReplyDelete Replies schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:21 PM 'Fight another day'? In the last twelve years that we have been pushing back against this government, never has the tide tide been so much with teachers, class size/composition, and public education - and never has the government been pushed back onto the ropes (especially with the call for binding arbitration). What 'other day' is being proposed that we wait for? Now is the time. Vote 'no' and give the BCTF bargaining team a renewed mandate to get a decent deal for students and teachers.Delete Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:10 PM "Another day" means to wake up and realize that 2more weeks means my family of 5 could lose our home. It means I will do all I can to recall Cc, Factbender, and other mla's, and maybe even having "a guy I know" have a chat with them. In year 1 of their reign, I don't believe they even know what "the ropes" are. I will vote YES ...for my family, and I can live with thatDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:12 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply Karen FergusonSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:03 PM Just a question: When the Saskatchewan teachers voted no, had they already been on strike for 5 weeks?ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM No. They are working with no contract. They are not on strike.Delete Shannon DavisSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:23 AM I am a Saskatchewan teacher. We are not on strike; we are currently in the conciliation process after voting "no" to 2 previous offersDelete Reply "Mama Rose"September 16, 2014 at 9:27 PM Can we truly return to work without agreeing and continue bargaining? When I suggested returning to work a few weeks ago, the answer was "being on strike puts pressure on the gov't and without pressure they have no reason to settle." And can you explain more how legislating us back would be better than agreeing to this deal? And finally, why would the BCTF executive put forward a deal that was not a good one?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:30 PM Because they need confirmation of the resolve of the membership to get something better. That is what a no vote does.Delete Reply Troylana MSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:28 PM some great points to ponder, tara......thinking thinking....ReplyDelete schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:43 PM If we vote 'no' to the tentative deal we still have options: We'd not have a contract. But we could... a) strike with full picket lines b) partially strike with phase 1 (work-to-rule) in schools c) partially strike with periodic/rotating job action d) continue negotiating e) return to work and re-escalate strike f) some/all of the above ReplyDelete Replies Caroline MackenzieSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:21 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:14 PM a) will expedite matters (I say less that 3 days)Delete Reply danabjornsonSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:05 PM I am thinking that a legislated, crappier contract would only be in effect for 2 years max (before elections...). If we take this offer, then we will be agreeing to this pseudo-E80. Should we win the court case (which we likely will), we will have to settle on the terms of the THIS negotiated contract which doesn't actually restore learning conditions; it simply allows for those conditions to be negotiated. If we say n, then we default to the 2002 contract, which DOES restore the language. A "yes" vote is saying that we are good on "crumbs"; a "no" vote is saying we want an actual meal. That's my understanding, anyway. Please correct me where I am wrong, Tara. :)ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:44 PM And word is IF they legislate, they could opt to legislate back Grade 10-12 only causing the union to have to lay off all teachers and re-hire based on seniority. That will tear the union at the seams pitting teacher against teacher for those positions. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:17 PM There will be a general strike if that were to happen! They better not do this. They will regret it.Delete Reply imaginefunlearningSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:09 PM Some good points on the background of our fight over the past 12 years, which I have been actively engaged in; however we need to recognize the climate we are in. We are not in Sask. people! We have just come through a very long summer!! We need to thank our @bctf bargaining team & recognize the toll this has taken on all of us & our families. I don't have the luxury of more time on the strike line. This may be as good as it gets. Let's read the agreement and consider getting back to work and making some $ again! That's my 2 cents worth, which would come in really handy right now!!!ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:18 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply RobSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:11 PM Go back in work to rule mode. Work this winter to recall every Liberal MLA. ThAt is the only way to apply pressure to these criminals. ReplyDelete Replies Kate RestonSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:03 PM Recall! Not sure who won the battle but the war is still onDelete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:14 AM Well said Kate... I agree 100%Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:20 PM I think say NO and a better deal will be done in less than 3 days. These guys are not criminals, they are lower than that. I bet they get a sick pleasure in hurting the kids and the teachers.Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:31 PM An official recall is in the works: https://www.facebook.com/groups/316129595235450/?fref=ts Please consider joining.Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:26 AM Leah - do you honestly think anyone who voted BC Liberal did so thinking that they would act any differently on the education file?Delete Reply JJSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:16 PM I am glad to see other members who share my views. I am outraged at a 1.2 percent "raise" in salary per year that doesn't even meet inflation of currently 2%. I feel used and abused.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:23 PM Not to mention all of the other pittance! I am actually surprised that Iker asked teachers to vote on this! Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:18 PM Hi Tara Thanks for the summary! Will we be able to vote NO to the deal, but vote YES to returning to work? Will there be three options when we vote Thursday? Why did the BCTF agree to a substandard deal for us? If we vote no to a deal that was recommended to us, the teachers look like the bad guys and public approval will plummet. I am very disappointed and frustratedReplyDelete Replies KataSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:12 AM Public approval will not necessarily plummet. I have seen strikes where the membership has voted against the executive's "best results to date", and ended up with a better offer. This offer is an insult. The $300 million will not bring funding to the national average (I believe). More importantly, the wage offer is half of the average wage increase for public and private workers (StatsCan). Delete Reply MontySeptember 16, 2014 at 10:19 PM Thank you, Tara. My thoughts too, more clearly expressed. As well, Thursday is too soon to vote, too soon to vote, too soon to vote........ReplyDelete Richard ChalkeSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:21 PM Vote no and lose every shred of public support...just sayin!ReplyDelete Replies UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:31 AM I am a member of the public and would support a "no" vote. js!.Delete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:01 AM Richard Chalke, NO you won't! I am a mother with 3 adopted special needs children who need to be in a class that is designed for them and others like them (my kids are academically slightly delayed but their issues are more social and behavioural) where they can receive the education they deserve taught in a way they can comprehend. I will speak now for all the parents I know, and we will support the teacher's if they continue to fight for our children's best interest.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:28 PM It might not be pretty at first, but once we explain things (and I hope the Mandarin-speaking teachers flood the Richmond organization that voiced their concerns), they will back us. The 3 billions that the judge came to is the first I hear about. This should be stated to every newsmedia comment section in the province. Minimize pickets and flood those outlets with commenters, just like the Liberals do. Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:45 PM I am a member of the public and a single Mother of a child in the public school system. You will NOT lose one bit of my support if you vote no. I know that you are sacrificing so that my child can have a better education, and I am most grateful for it. Having said that, I also know that you are exhausted and broke. I have been dreading that you may have to settle for less than what you (we) deserve because the government succeeded in breaking you. I am not in your shoes, so cannot judge. If the vote is a yes, I understand and I am still behind you. Delete Reply Alison RocheSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:25 PM It is a crap deal. It's always a crap deal. Once you raise the stakes to striking, anything else is a cave in. The last time we walked out was the 3 day illegal strike where I threw away 1200$ and got EXACTLY the same contract I had the year before. The BCTF called it a win because they didn't rip up MORE of my contract. Ridiculous. There are a few of us that believe that working to contract, doing 100% of your teaching job and nothing more (like paying for supplies out of your own pocket or EC) is the only way teachers will survive this government. What if they get re-elected again? Then what? Teachers have lost thousands to these clowns to make "statements" about the state of public education in this province. We can't keep sacrificing ourselves and our families. And in the meantime, you talk to parents about why you have to take this crappy road. Because up until this strike they mostly didn't care about the state of education, but god forbid you didn't run a Sports Day. Then suddenly they wanted to know what the hell was going on. Keep the conversation going in schools. Attend your PAC meetings and stop enabling this govt to underfund and overwork the system. And still get paid!ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:20 AM I am very excited at the prospect of returning to my beloved job on Friday. However I will NOT continue to put my personal money into my classroom and I will be seriously reconsidering my involvement in extra curriculars. I think we shoot ourselves in the foot with all the unpaid work we so willingly volunteer to do. Delete Reply FCSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:38 PM I heard a rumour last week from a loose lipped government insider that after the 22nd, depending on the outcome of the negotiations the Liberals were going to announce a 3 step process. I was not clear if this was based on 3 steps to resolve the strike (perhaps the 3rd step is legislation??) or 3 steps to overhaul the education system, either way, they will settle it outright. I wish you all luck and all the information that you need to make a sound decision of what you feel is best.ReplyDelete Replies Lisa BurrowsSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:53 PM I have heard similar rumours. On the 23rd, the gov. was planning on introducing a $6000 per year voucher system for 3 choices: an academic or trades program, or something called EducationCanada. Not clear whether their intention was to privatize the public system, de-certify teachers and hire them back under new wage/benefits. Not clear where these rumours originated from. Maybe fear tactics to get teachers to vote yes. In any event, I plan on voting yes. I signed up to be a teacher, not a martyr. This strike has cost us a lot. We need to regain our livelihood and hopefully continue the conversation about class composition. We have at least awakened many people to the issue, and the court case is still an avenue that could eventually improve teaching and learning conditions.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:33 PM I urge all teachers to fight and say NO to this deal. Retired teacher who had to retire because horrendous work conditions. Make me proud. They will not last long if you say NO! I know this is tough, but there is money and I hear that Van City does offer loan at low to 0 %. Banks do allow you to miss a mortgage payment. Go talki to your banker.Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM Will school districts require teachers to make up missed days, as suggested in the media? Will the school calendar be changing to make up for the missed three weeks and if so will we be made aware of those changes PRIOR to the vote? ReplyDelete KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:41 PM "Wages..... We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut." And that is the cost of going on strike!!! There is nothing that can be done about that. You cannot go on strike and put up the raise you want every week to compensate for your time on strike - it doesn't work that way.ReplyDelete Replies Drew StevensonSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:59 AM I believe the missing "..." Suggests that they meant to refer to the losses against inflation since the last wage step increase. Thus this contract does not allow us to recover the buying power lost to inflation since the last non contract or "0%" year. Add those up and compare against the proposed increase and you see that by the end of the contract, we won't be able to afford the same value of goods (loaves of bread, watts of energy, litres of gas) that we could at the end of the last contracts term. It was not a comment about wages that were lost in the strike. Those are really small potatoes when compared to the grinding power of inflation over years and years. The next contract will use this latest for a bench mark so these losses to inflation will grind at all teachers for as long as they teach. A death of a thousand cuts to our ability to afford basic goods and services. Any raise less than inflation is a cut to the value placed on us and on our ability to pay our bills. Delete Reply Ed SSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:09 PM Having lost $20,000 (including summer school wages) as the single income for a family of five is far too much; I will be voting YES to the deal, unless the independently wealthy teachers out there who wish to continue the strike will pay my bills and mortgage for me.ReplyDelete Replies Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:14 PM I feel ya. Yes for meDelete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:18 AM Ed S. With all due respect (and I mean that), how did you lose $20,000 in the strike? Teachers were out 2 weeks (all out) before they were supposed to be in June, and now 3 weeks for the start of school? It is my understanding that teachers don't get paid through the summer months. Please correct me if I'm wrong, wherever I'm wrong. Shouldn't you have been financially alright for the summer months at least? Also all teachers knew this strike had a possibility of extending into the new school year but no one teacher budgeted for this possibility? I'm truly just trying to get a clear picture of where this all stems. NO disrespect intended.Delete BlairSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:12 AM Kelly, not Ed but if you look at the numbers there was the 10% lockout haircut in May/June plus the loss of most of June and the loss of much of September. In our 1 teacher (1 non) household we calculated a $9 K - $10 K loss so far. If you add summer school earnings you can easily make the loss in the $20 k zone. As for budgeting, we budget for the summer, but did not expect the 10% haircut, nor the loss of June/Sept days which completely messed our budgeting calculations. A very good friend (single teaching mother) was crushed by the loss of the June income and is without a penny today.Delete Mr. SmoothSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:35 PM The only one who didn't get a haircut was Jim Iker... and he needs one more than anyone else. What's with that over-coiffed 70"s mullet Jim? Does wonders for the BCTF brand image!Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:55 PM Jim's hair is not open for discussion in a respectful space like this. As for his salary, he is a teacher who does not get paid when we are on strike.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:04 PM Totally agree!Delete Reply Mr. GSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:24 PM If I thought they could do any better I would agree with voting NO, but you have to be realistic. The BCTF does not use professionals to bargain and always ends up with much less than they promise the membership when asking for a strike vote. While this is not a great deal for teachers, I really think you're fooling yourself if you think it'll get any better.ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:02 AM BCTF needs to be replaced with younger more adept representatives and advocates. Also, we should be hiring professional contract negotiators - you don't go into battle with cut throat corporate types with a wooden knife. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:37 PM This is BAD deal! Say NO to it and show those (expletives) that we will not take it anymore! Come on! Show them that teachers have a spine! They will respect us, oddly!Delete Reply retaSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:51 PM I agree with Richard. Those in the public that are uniformed would be furious, and there are many teachers who just can't afford to use their wages as their voice any longer - too much has already been donated to the government. In my opinion, the deal is pretty lame. I am sitting on the fence.ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:24 AM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:26 AM So true!!! I cannot afford to fight this battle for public education any longer. Why is this my personal and professional obligation??? However I think this deal is weak weak weak. I also think its the best we are going to get. Ideologically I'm on the fence but my wallet will vote YES.Delete Reply SirThinksToo MuchSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:54 PM My wife and I will be voting "Yes" on Thursday for it is the middle path. The easy path would have been for us to go back to school with E-80 & E-81 over our heads. The difficult path would be for us to vote "No" and put our mortgage at risk and having to continue asking retired parents for handouts to feed a family with three kids. The middle path is the wisest choice for us considering the current political climate in which those who do not teach are the quickest to judge it harshly.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:41 PM I understand that this is really tough for you! I almost died teaching a few month ago. I had to quit. Please consider holding on and say no. Remember the short loss in salary will be offset in the LONG-RUn by better salary increase. This is a joke! They will be laughing at you even more if we accept this. This is a very bad deal! However, I do respect your position!Delete Reply DaleSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:16 AM Why would classroom conditions be better on October 9th after being legislated back? We have been outplayed because of our stubborn refusal to outdated, tired old tactics. It is because of these actions that have led us to this terrible deal. Time to reset, regroup and stock up for the long haul. Can't do it if half the members commit hara kiri on themselves. We are a union of professionals not a cult. ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:49 AM Could not agree more.Delete schreck!September 17, 2014 at 9:44 AM Could you please advise which tactics you believe could have been used to secure a superior deal?Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:47 AM Full disclosure: I'm a BC Liberal supporter. The only people who would benefit from a NO vote are the BC Liberals. Teachers would be bargaining with no leverage whatsoever and would be viewed by a large segment of the population as unreasonable. The BC Liberals then get portray themselves as the only party capable of dealing with the BCTF. schreck! says that the BCTF has the government on the ropes, but he couldn't be farther from the truth. The government wants people to view the BCTF as their primary opponent. Disputes like this just shore up the BC Liberal base and protect its right flank. Any half-baked recall campaign will only reinforce that. It's true teachers aren't going to recoup the lost wages from the strike. I would suggest to you that that means this job action was probably not in teachers' interests, especially without any sort of appreciable strike fund. This is the best deal teachers were ever going to get with this government and people should have been able to recognize that in June. If you want my advice (which you probably don't), it would be to spend the next 5 years building up a strike fund, electing better leaders, and hiring a professional negotiating team. Don't bring a knife to a gunfight and expect things to go well. Focus on getting the best deal you can from whoever the government is rather than trying to change the government, the HST, Kinder Morgan or a thousand different issues that distract from education and erode the union's finances further. You'd be doing yourself a favour, and probably doing the NDP a favour at the same time. Also, if schreck! is David Schreck, you can thank his opposition to STV for the last two BC Liberal majorities. I know I do.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:11 PM One step would be to stop making political contributions to the NDP. This only contributes to the childish animosity and lack of trust that has constantly characterized negotiations. How else can the Socreds/Liberals view teachers except as enemies when they so publicly support their opponents. This stupid confrontational immature approach has to STOP!!!!! Education should not be a political fight when it is so obviously a valuable benefit to our society. It was an NDP government that legislated teachers back to work in 1993. Stop making education a political fight.Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:10 PM I don't think they have to go that far. CUPE and the Nurses still contribute to the NDP yet they don't have the same acrimonious relationship. CUPE and the Nurses just make their members their priority, and broader advocacy second.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:55 PM Ryan (possibly a Liberal paid commenter), with all due respect, I disagree with you. The cumulative increase in lieu of this will be better. Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can. I say to Iker, ask for 6% over 3 years because these people love to play the 15% over 15 year game to make it so big on the surface. Some people think that this is 15% every year. Believe me! I have seen it in comment sections. Others believe that the 15% is too high not understanding that they must divide things over the duration of the contract. It is time that we play it smarter. It is time to put the foot down and ask for money given to us by other unions, if it is needed. Banks can accept one late mortgage payment. It would be suicidal for them to not help. Imagine the possible damage if that ever leaks out. They could lose a lot in teacher money. I for one would pull my money out of a bank in support! Teachers are going to show this government that we have a spine! Enough is enough! Aren't you tired of being treated like kids? (Retired teacher who almost died in a car accident because of work conditions that were horrendous. I had to quit.)Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 AM Not paid by the BC Liberals. I pay them actually... :/ I imagine astroturfers of any affiliation wouldn't disclose their bias. "Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can." How did that work in May 2013? If the teachers reject a contract that their own union endorsed, it will make teachers seem unreasonable. Whether that perception is true or fair is irrelevant. It's what will happen, and teachers will be weaker as a result. Take my advice. Build up a strike fund and focus on the internal governance of the BCTF for the next 6 years. You'll be better off for it. Or not. I don't mind you or others making it easier for the party I support to get elected. I'd just rather not see kids and teachers hurt in the process.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:37 AM Ah! The "don't-hurt-kids" card, hey, when you have underfunded education for 12 years! WOW! That takes the cake! Are your trolling? Oh! You are serious? :) Would you be surprised if I don't follow your advice, considering your lack of logic? Would you be surprised if others don't follow your advice? It is ttue that bullies like you and your ilks love to show who is the boss, who is the teacher now! I suspect that is at the root of the problem! No one wants to fail in school! No one wants to get the strap! Sad that today's teachers don't like it too! But, who cares, we are ... teachers! We deserve it! BAH! BAH! BAH!Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:22 PM That's fine. I look forward to another 16 years of BC Liberal government.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:41 PM 16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate! Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan! Sociopaths do that!Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 9:35 AM "16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate!" 16 years of our opponents still don't understand why they lost. Like I said, that's fine with me. If I said the Liberals would be in power for at least another 13 years back in 2004 you probably would have laughed too. Heck, if I told you on May 13 last year that the BC Liberals would be reelected on May 14 you'd probably have laughed too. And you were wrong. Why is that? Answer that question if you want the NDP to win the next election. Without a correct answer to it, the NDP's cause is hopeless. "Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan!" You feel they are flawed, and that's fine. I don't go around calling people who disagree with me sociopaths, nor do I accuse them of being paid shills. But I also don't feel much need to address your ad hominems. There are logical arguments to support your position, but argumentum ad hominem is not one of them. It's a textbook logical fallacy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 1:15 PM Ah! Now I get it! It is all ego-based! You think because you voted the winning party that you are a winner and we are losers! You think because you predicted that the Liberals would win, you are winner. That does not make YOU a winner or the Liberals! It is called DEMOGRAPHICS, you expletives. The baby boomers are getting old and because they have more assets and won't make a whole lot more for too long, they need to vote a govn't who is going to do just that! It is not rocket science! WOW! You think you are so superior when your party stole an election with 47% of the popular vote. That's not a majority and your party should not have been elected. BTW, did you delete from your ethical memory the words Ethnic voting scandal? The field is slanted and you know it. However, you are so willing to minimize, forget the scams and bad fairplay tactics like a sociopath is allowed to minimize or ignore his or victims emotions that you don't see that you are the loser, we are the victim of your constant bullying. 1% wage increases after years of 0% increases and you can justify that when Yahoo reports that the average Canadian can hope to get 2.5% this and next year: https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html You Liberals behave like fascists, but we can't call you that because that's not allowed! Well! Guess what? It is and you are. Live with it! You keep on dreaming you are a genius! :) I am retired, getting soon a nice pension, and laughing at you from a beach somewhere! AHAHA! Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 2:14 PM What's with the name calling Peter? For someone claiming to be retired you really don't show the wisdom of age. For someone who talks about logic, you use logical fallacies like ad hominems a lot too. It's a fair point that the BC Liberals didn't get a majority of the vote (and I'm a very big supporter of electoral reform). The BC Liberals + Conservatives did though, and I don't think it's realistic to expect the BC Conservatives to have been more generous had they been part of government. Last time I checked I just voted. I didn't "victimize" anyone. Perhaps your rage is misplaced. If you think the election was "stolen" I'm afraid I have to question your grasp on reality though. "Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?" I'm glad you'll have a pleasant retirement Peter. I have no ill will towards you. I'm not sure why you think I do. I'm not saying people were *right* to vote BC Liberal. That's a matter of opinion. All I'm saying is people *did* vote BC Liberal. More voted BC Liberal than BC NDP for the last 5 elections in a row actually. You need to understand why that happened in order to change it for the next election. Clearly you're not interested in that though. Which is fair enough. Just remember next time you're upset about something the BC Liberals do that your lack of interest is part of why the BC Liberals get elected at all.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 3:23 PM I love your culture --or the lack of thereof! Guess what, stop thinking averybody is white and must follow your little rules. Namecalling? Sociopath? Whaaaat? And, what if you are? Still can't call you that? :) You fascist right-wingers are big on censorship! I just don't like you giving us lessons on how to get the NDP in. As stated, people are voting right of the NDP because it is a matter of demographics and a little ethnic vote buying on the side. The rest is mumbo jombo. Yes, of course, they will have to go on strike in the future and yes they will have to build a strike fund. The Liberals stole that from the BCTF too! And, you wonder why I don't have any respect for them? Yes, electoral reform is needed! We agree!Delete Reply JJ GeorgeSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:46 AM As a parent, I support the teachers and respect whether they choose to vote yes or no. However I noticed a discrepancy here from other information I've read regarding prep time for elementary teachers. Here it states minimal improvement to prep time - only 10 minutes per week being added. Elsewhere I read that it is 100 minutes per week for prep, increasing by an additional 10 minutes in the final year. That is a significant difference, and worth noting. Or have I completely misunderstood?ReplyDelete Replies Anne-MarieSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:59 AM Elementary teachers currently have 90 minutes of preparation time per week so an increase to 100 minutes per week is only gaining 10 minutes. In other provinces and some private schools they have as much as 45 minutes of prep time per day.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:56 PM Thank you for inquiring!Delete DW ZSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:57 PM You're right JJ George. There is a significant difference around the province regarding preparation times. In my district elementary teachers currently get 100 minutes of prep time. This new proposal is useless to me. I'll have to wait 6 years to gain an extra 10 minutes. Delete Reply UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:11 AM Almost nobody gets cost of living adjustments. Also inflation is NOT 2%. Do some research and look at the CPI for BC over the last 24 months. The average over the last 2 years is 0.7%, not 2%. The CPI changes every month so you cant just look at the highest month and declare that THE inflation rate. Check out the 12 month averages document for the actual numbers. http://www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/StatisticsBySubject/Economy/ConsumerPriceIndex.aspx All that being said I support the teachers. if you think this is a bad deal as a parent my dream would be for the teachers to vote no but continue bargaining because I do think the kids need to be in school and I do fear that the teachers will lose all support if the strike continues. All I ask as a parent is that you do your own research and try not to be swayed by all the opinions. ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:01 AM Inflation for August was 2.1% (http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/economy/cpi-report-expected-to-reveal-rise-in-canadas-core-inflation-rate/article20593943/). The CPI is a year-over-year calculation.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:43 AM Inflation should be looked at as a yearly average, not an individual month.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:34 PM The lawyers do not believe we have compromised our court deal. Our leadership would not have sold us out. We dodged a bullet. The Premier had something loaded even if we are not sure what it was. The idea that we could simply return to work is not guaranteed. I think a no vote could easily lead to the Liberals locking us out again because the Premier wants to crush us and she will use any excuse. She did not want to take the advice of her people and do this deal. I am certain a plan for drastic action (where we have to take the concessions they had planned) or worse - was in place. We can't guarantee the press will do any better job explaining the complexities should we say no. They rarely sided with us in markets outside of Vancouver where people are more political and they often misled or allowed others to mislead. They are not helping and would sensationalize. This would see dissolution of support very quickly - especially if we asked for wages. (Though admittedly it angers me that we can't ask for wages without being accused of being greedy when that is what most bargaining units do). But we have argued this is about kids and while this is not ideal - it is better to have teachers than not. The deal does suck in that it does not bring us to par - but this fight needs to be won with a strategy that is political and capacity will do that in another round. We have some support - but it is limited to the choir. We need to have the pews too. We need to build that capacity while working and continue to find allies because the fight is bigger than most people want to consider. This is about ideology and about privatization. Education always was political but never more so than now and we have to fight this party or the conservatives who would do the same or worse. No teacher who is responsible can ignore the politics any longer. That is simply the truth. If you work in the system you better get informed and you better be prepared to fight until retirement for the system. That said, I want to ask the same question others are asking: Why is this the job of 42,000 teachers and not the job of all citizens who want equality to fight for this right? It is time (while the conversation is still on-going and up to and including election night) for us to guide the public where we can but mainly play our part by not propping the system up. Make poverty known. Make noise about shortfalls, ask questions (in the media or in board offices ) about who is going to fix it instead of paying ourselves, volunteer some but wait for the pubic to step up so they see what schools lack. I hate the deal too. But I trust Vince Ready and Iker and I don't think we could have done better right now. I think we dodged a bullet because I have read everything this government has put out and followed the trail. They plan to privatize and they are just looking for the route. Voting YES for now does not mean we are giving up. It does not mean a win in the way we wanted but we have won a battle that will lead to us winning the war. If we don't rest up and stock up we might not get there.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:57 PM Well, if it is bigger than just this battle, then we will need ALL the unions to strike if they do indeed use drastic (draconian) measures. I say it is time for ALL of the unions to call a general strike. I guarantee that they will not like that one bit. What will they do then? Call the army? :) People in Europe, at the end of the 19th century stood up in mines. General strikes do occur in Europe and have. If you think you had it tough, think of them who stood tall for US in tougher times and conditions. Make sacrifices. Sell furniture. Tutor on the side. Ask for the BCTF money. Ask your banker to help. As friends and relatives. If we say NO, it won't last long. If they legislate us back, let's call a general province-wide strike of all unions. Delete Reply Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:47 AM Between CC's smug smile as she celebrates slaughtered teachers and Jim Iker's goofy grin - seemingly unaware that he has been a willing puppet, I am thoroughly disgusted. Over the next 5 years, teachers will be in an increasingly bad situation financially, classrooms will continue to be too large and complex with increasing medical, social and environmental issues impacting academic delivery. It could not be less obvious that things will continue to worsen. The Liberals have ensured that BC is rapidly becoming the Canadian Monaco for rich off shore interests and wealthy corporations. Soon the underpaid "workers" will have to be bussed in daily to Vancouver - Asian style. The only recourse is to move to just about any other province and bring in up to $100,000 more over the six years with much less cost of living. So we are bailing, encouraged by friends who have gotten positions in Manitoba and Alberta. My colleagues and I discovered through contacting several school boards across Canada that specialist (special needs and behavioural) and secondary science teachers are in particular demand. I want to work in a professional, respectful environment where the needs of all children are considered a priority and where I feel inspired to do my best. However, I want my vote to reflect the wishes of teachers who will be here over the next 6 (5) years, so very much appreciate your blog and opportunity to read the comments.ReplyDelete Bert SlaterSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:11 AM To vote YES will throw away 12 years of effort, and 2 victories in BC Supreme Court. To vote YES will be to snatch defeat from the jaws of victory. If you vote YES what bargaining power do you think you will have - the government will do nothing, and then what do you think you will do - take job action? PLEASE VOTE NO.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:59 PM Time to show you have a spine!Delete Reply RodSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:06 AM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Cool HandSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 AM Wouldn't a 'No' vote be a vote of no confidence in the BCTF itself?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:02 AM Not at all. It is just a message to the leadership we need to do better. The strength of the union is the members, and we support the leadership by giving them direction through democratic means.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:40 PM I disagree. How else can a recommendation by the EC to vote yes be interpreted? Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:00 PM I am sure people will interpret this both ways, but it is a vote. If it is supposed to be a "Yes", because it might be interpreted one way, then why bother having a vote?Delete Kate TSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:07 AM Yes , it would be. I don't think we could come out much better than this with this government. How will a No obtain that? Christy will be happy, she can declare the BCTF gone and roll out her plan to privatize. Delete Reply David DeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:06 AM A no vote would be a rejection of a the court victories defied by the government and an inadequate deal containing some vague promises that won't meet the needs of teachers or students on class size and other important issues.In Ontario elementary teachers get 200 minutes of prep time per 5 day cycle. I know there is financial hardship, but the union has received close to $2 million in donations from other unions; is there no way of accessing hardship funds? At minimum, vote no and return to work on work to rule with various strike options.ReplyDelete Erica JonesSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:25 AM This article actually makes me so mad. It is NOT better for the kids that they have missed almost all of june and all of september. This is what you signed up for in BC as a teacher. Get on board or GET OUT.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:20 PM Is this really what teachers signed up for? At my high school, each class has about 30 kids, with an average of 17 kids per classroom with an identified learning disability. Our district says that there should be no more than 4 kids per classroom.. How do you expect non-specialist teachers to help each student when over half of them require more resources because of a learning disability? Furthermore, are you generalizing the "better-ness" to all the kids in BC? Because I don't think that it would be better if kids went back considering the learning environment isn't up to par. There are barely any Education Assistants, and support teachers for the multitude of children who need them. While I recognize and appreciate your enthusiasm for education, please realize that the public school system isn't a daycare. Also, please think about your words and the learning environment prior to speaking out. By the way, we're not an autocracy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:08 PM I can understand your frustration! Understand mine! I almost died at 7:30 pm one night returning from teaching a FI split class with several students who did not get enough support or no support at all. The principal expressed to me that he expected me to teach 2 different social studies programs and 2 different science programs. ANYONE I talked to knows that this is impossible to do, especially in French Immersion when kids get no support at home and books are often too hard for students to read. I had to quit my job. I did it for me and did it for the kids. I was like a surgeon who is asked to operate on 5 patients with an old scalpel with 2 inexperienced nurses. Predictably, 4 patients would die and I would be reprimanded! Teachers are put in terrible conditions and kids too. I hope you have the openmind to consider the reality of this honest personal anecdote. I also wish you to understand that this is likely not an isolated incident. What will it take? A kid to commit suicide because he or she is not getitng enough support?Delete Reply hilarySeptember 17, 2014 at 10:29 AM It is incorrect to equate lost funding with what the teachers would have received in grievances. The two are not equivalent. The starting position of the BCTF was $225M, so they never expected $3B to resolve grievances. I'm also interested to know where you get your figures on overcrowded classrooms. A recent Globe and Mail article says that classrooms are, on average, smaller than the caps set in 2002.ReplyDelete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:36 AM The signing bonus should be roughly $2500 each: 105 million divided by 41 thousand.ReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:53 AM It is not that simple. The $105 million is to be allocated by the union. The term "signing bonus" has been crossed off on the signed document. Some of that money may be used to pay union debts. Don't know this but clarification would be useful.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:16 PM Just quoting from the CBC news website, "And finally there are details of $105-million fund to settle grievances stemming from the ongoing court case. The BCTF says that money will be given out as a signing bonus, with specific amount yet to be determined."Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:34 AM I think it would be smart to put at least part of it into your strike fund.Delete Reply WheelsSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:55 AM If the money is used as a signing bonus, it should be based on FTEReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:12 PM Yes I am sure it will be based on FTE. The question is how much of the $105 Million is actually distributed. This is up to the union, and I am told that it is yet to be decided.Delete GuruSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:44 PM And don't forget all the retired teachers who are entitled to a share of it.Delete Reply Geoff OrmeSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:18 PM In another discussion of this someone suggested that under BC Labour Law a no vote means rejection of the proposed deal, and that means the strike continues until either: - the union in question elects to stand down - another tentative deal is presented or - the government imposes a legislated contract. I think the last of these is the most likely, and I believe the legislated contract would be draconian and brutal. What do you think, Tara? Also, I would appreciate your thoughts on Sandy Garossino's comments at https://storify.com/Garossino/should-teachers-accept-the-contractReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:14 PM If this is so, in a few month (likely a couple of years), teachers will win so much more with a Supreme Court judgment! It is possible that the Liberals know that the higher courts are stacked by Liberal judges (that is what happen when judges are chosen, not elected). In any case, a negative settlement (or not a great judgment) will galvinize the public to reform the way the Supreme court judges are being chosen. I doubt that any govn't will want that to happen. A legislated contract will make the LIbs look like sociopaths and dictators.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:47 PM Peter I think you are expecting far too much from the public, many of whom are only paying attention to this matter due to kids being home from school. The public are not remotely this savvy on the political process.Delete Reply IslanderSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:09 PM I am a continuing education teacher. We have it even worse and we are not listened to enough about our poor conditions. Those include no prep time (and we do have to mark and do report cards many times a year sometimes and commonly for 30 students in a class), travelling to different schools with no compensation, and having next to no breaks in between 3 hour classes. I worked for two years with no lunch break and taught 6 hours straight (just 15 min. breaks) to be told, "don't complain since there are others who will do it". We then got 15 min. breaks in between classes. Most of our students are wealthy immigrants, many who try to stay in classes as long as possible since the classes are free. After spending a year in Germany, I realize how better organized it is where the immigrants pay to learn the language on a sliding scale, and have to pay for a student book as well for each class. We do not even have text books, but photocopy so much at tax payers' expense. This is not right. I then teach summer school since we were not on a 12 month continual salary and most of those students are also immigrants (at least 75%). This is also free and it is becoming so common and the new immigrants know this is free babysitting and tutoring. I think one main problem is that we have so many new immigrants in our classes who need ESL like this article states about our inclusion style of education nowadays: http://www.vancouversun.com/life/Shelley+Fralic+trouble+with+schools/10203596/story.html I am honored to be teaching and like my job, but it does get exhausting especially since I need two or three jobs to pay the mortgage that I now no longer have.. back to renting since it all I can afford in this city that has become so expensive. And many don't realize that it is very very difficult to get to full time work as a teacher here. There was a formula that made it take about 10 years to get to f/t (now finally changed). I have been without pay for 3 months, and now had to finally rent a place in anticipation of returning to work, so I have to vote "yes", but please keep the comments coming for what alternatives we have. Maybe we have to just educate the public in a better way than picketing; maybe get out and walk around malls and talk to people and hand out pamphlets on how this liberal government is hurting this. Most Asians (probably just the new who are from such a different system) are already against the teachers since they do not seem to understand what is going on. http://www.vancouversun.com/Business/asia-pacific/Chuck+Chiang+Many+Asian+families+place+blame/10202757/story.htmlReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:17 PM First of all, myn thoughts are with you! I think your ideas about using different strategies is smart. Picketing is not a very good strategy to let people know about things. I think using the membership to flood media comment sections would be more effective. Going to talk to the public might be a good idea along with this, I think. Phone the BCTF and ask for support.Delete Reply Marsha HolleySeptember 17, 2014 at 1:36 PM A teachers wife Vote no you have come to far to back down. It is a -----Y DEAL. ReplyDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:45 PM Ask yourself WHY teachers cannot get 1/2 of the average increase in salary of the private sector? (The Libs will tell you because there are sooooooo many teachers, but I also hear that there are provinces where there is a need for teachers!) TORONTO - A new study says that Canadians, on average, can expect about the same size salary increase next year as in 2014. Human resources consultants Pal Benefits says a survey of 401 organizations, mainly in Ontario, Alberta and British Columbia, projected salary increase for 2015 at an average of 2.79 per cent. That was almost unchanged from the 2.74 per cent average increase projected in last year's survey. Meanwhile, in addition to the average salary increase remaining relatively steady year over year, the survey found that the percentage of employers who plan to freeze salaries appears to have stabilized at eight per cent —in the same percentages as was projected in 2014. Breaking down the numbers further, the survey found the average salary increase anticipated in the engineering, financial services and high technology sectors was three per cent. That compared with an average of 2.5 per cent on the low end for organizations in durable manufacturing. https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.htmlReplyDelete "Mama Rose"September 17, 2014 at 9:12 PM I used to agree with you, Tara, and appreciate you bringing these items to your blog to get us all thinking. But after a very long night and day of research and discussion, I realize I will be voting yes tomorrow. Here is why: I don't care about salary or benefit increases. That is not why I went on strike. I don't care if this tentative deal is not good for teachers. That's not why I went on strike either. For me, the single most important issue is class size and composition. I want to work in a classroom where I have enough time and resources available to me to adequately help all the students I teach. And while it is true that this tentative deal will not change anything in the classrooms right now (or at least most of our classrooms), I realized that we couldn't actually make changes in that area because the issues of cs and c is before the courts. When I made that connection and realized that this round of bargaining was really about a "good enough" agreement regarding wages, then the deal seems, well... good enough. BUT, the best part, is the language the BCTF legal team made around the furture court decision (the re-opener). They have it in writing that if we win the court case (which is likely) and when we have to start bargaining class size and comp again (that is exactly what Justice Susan Griffin said we would have to do) we will be STARTING from the 2002 levels. To make this simple to understand, I explained it to my friends using a number line. With this new language, the BCTF starts the next round of bargaining at say a 50. The government will want us to go to 10 or 15, and we'll compromise and end up maybe 25. But WITHOUT that language, we would have started bargaining at a 10 and only gone down from there. So I do believe it is the best deal possible, it still factors in the biggest issue (from my perspective), we do not lose the important gains of the past, and most importantly, everyone gets to go back to school.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 PM Mam Rose, I appreciate your point of view and your courage. However, let me point out to you and the readers that a decision at the BC supreme court might not turn out the way teachers anticipate. We all know that judges are appointed and who does the appointing? "All justices of the BCSC (including the position of Chief Justice and Associate Chief Justice) are appointed by the federal cabinet, on recommendation of the Minister of Justice. Masters are appointed by the provincial cabinet, on recommendation of the Attorney General in consultation with the Chief Justice." (Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Supreme_Court_of_British_Columbia) Now, I would like to think that all of those people are objective, but they are appointed and we know that there are political appointments. They have a lot of discretion over the laws and judgments. I am willing to bet that the BC Liberals do know this and are betitng the farm (or do they know something we don't know) that the Supreme Courts are stacked against teachers? So, I am not sure if we can count on a WIN if we proceed with the court ruling. I think we would be better to negotiate and negotiate a better deal.Delete Reply retaSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:57 AM Yes...no...yes...no...The last two days have been this. I’ve read so many articles and comments over the past few months and, I can say, I have learned a lot. I know this is not a great deal for teachers right now. I will be voting yes. This is why… 1. The children. Without going into the multiple issues (e.g., grad, post secondary, trades, sports, global education/trips, planned activities, those with varying degrees of special needs, those that need a soft place to land, etc., etc.) the children need to get on with their education. 2. The parents. For many parents, this strike is a financial burden. We do not like to be called baby sitters, but for many living below the poverty line, school is a financial relief. Winter is coming; gas bills will be expensive. 3. Poverty. Remember, BC has the highest child poverty rate in Canada. Schools feed and clothe numerous children. 4. The other systems educators work collaboratively with. MFCD, CYMH, foster parents, group homes, and the multitude of non-profit agencies that support vulnerable children and families are bursting at the seams. We are a part of that team. 5. CUPE. While some have been paid during this strike, that money is coming from districts. It was not provided by the government. And, CUPE is a partner in education - from the bus drivers to the tech dept to custodians to secretaries to EAs and so on. 6. Small Businesses. In our little towns, the school district is the number one employer. There is a direct cause-effect relationship between loss of wage and loss of business. 7. Money. The amount of money that is needed to reverse the erosion of the public education system over numerous years cannot be recouped in one sitting. This agreement is a start. It’s not much but the stage has been set. 8. THE COURT CASE. That is why we were on strike. All the other stuff could have been resolved months ago, but our government was working hard to make the court case go away. Well, it still exists. I consider that the victory. We live to fight another day (as rhetorical as that sounds) AND I hope people actually read the ruling and think critically about how a loss could impact the future of the Charter of Rights, and the power of government to contravene those rights. I am guessing we will vote to ratify as so many fear “what’s next?” from this government. It’s nasty business, and I think legislation would be next. VALUING PUBLIC EDUCATION needs to come from a STRONG, CONSISTENT public voice. If we do ratify the agreement, and those in the profession and public think we've given up, we have not. We’ve been fighting for years. We just haven’t been heard… until now. ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:21 AM I understand your point of view, but sometimes you have to fight to get what you want. This is a VERY bad deal, considering: Other people get on average 2.5% salary increases last year and this year and the next and the rest of us get 1% and must feel happy if we do.? (https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html) THIS DEAL is a horrendously BAD deal for kids/parents as well, of course. We are going to continue to be humiliated and be the laughing stock of many people of this province. After a decade of paycuts, WOW, this is what they are willing to offer! WOW! WOW! WOW!Delete Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:30 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Reply Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:37 PM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:08 PM Let's cross our fingers! I think we need a general strike by all unions if CC legislates teachers back. It is time to put the foot down and tell her and the Liberals that, as in the movie Network,"I am mad as hell and I won't take it anymore!"Delete Reply Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 8:26 PM Needs help on some stats for an online debate Looking for the last 10 or 15 years of contractual salary increases in %. So, 1% for 2001, 0% for 2002,...ReplyDelete Children FirstSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:00 PM Well it's all done now. Really hope the teacher's can find another angle to deal with class size and composition as well as student funding. The government will make sure the coming court case never swings your way no matter what. 2nd most expensive place to live in the the world!!! Wonder why and where the money goes??? ReplyDelete AnonSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 PM I'm an outsider, but have followed closely this whole fiasco and this is a RAW deal. Your union hung you out to dry on this one - taking a really bad deal (clearly no one from the BCTF had rudimentary math skills in their toolbox) and then publicly encouraging to the media that teachers accept the deal....what choice did you have - a no vote would have outraged the public. I could go on and on, but the bottom line, in my opinion, is that your union better get some stronger leaders who are PR and technology savvy. Out with Iker and the rest of those who bargained on your behalf - they just got ......well , we know that happened. Whew, can't even believe how screwed you got, absolutely amazing - nothing meaningful gained in the big picture and only very minor gains for a small group of people, bigger losses for the majority.. Wow - I better stop now. Best of luck. Thanks for all you do for our children. ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ▼  September (9) Reflections on the BC Teacher Strike BC Teacher strike - Lessons learned Response to Sandy Garossino Will the Education Fund improve classroom conditio... Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Class composition: a human rights perspective Class size and composition - a short visual histor... Guest post - I WILL HOLD THE LINE Teachers - let your leadership know it is time to ... ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "RT @nationalpost: Tories' temporary foreign worker overhaul is 'tragically misdirected': Christy Clark http://t.co/EV5YPyV9lC" @John_Yap - 02:49pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=31638,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2014 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 26, Number 4, Jan./Feb. 2014   Curriculum questions answered  Compiled by Glen Hansman   Does the draft curriculum require me to use more technology in my teaching?  No. The use of technology in your classroom to support learning is your decision as the teacher. There is nothing in the draft curriculum that necessitates an increase in technology. The ministry’s web page refers to “personalized learning” and “21st century learning,” which are only vaguely defined. Is there anything in the draft curriculum that will require me to adopt these methods?  No, nothing in the draft curriculum requires teachers to adopt these undefined concepts. And by the way, aren’t we all teaching in the 21st century? Teachers are always looking to keep current and base their classroom practice on sound pedagogy but the drafts do not require any particular way of teaching. You will notice that many learning outcomes are less specific than in the past and that issues relevant to community contexts are suggested as teaching tools. What’s the timeline?   There is no implementation date yet and the BCTF doesn’t know when the drafts will be finalized. We understand that drafts may change based on teachers’ feedback to the ministry. What plans are there for in-service?  Few, as yet. The BCTF and locals continue to press the Ministry of Education for additional funding to support the implementation of new curriculum. Most local collective agreements speak to the importance of in-service, as well as for resources needed for successful implementation. Locals are meeting with district staff to discuss. The province, school districts, and school-based administrators should not expect the five non-instructional days set aside for teacher professional development to be used for curriculum implementation. Instead, teachers should be provided with in-service. A sixth non-instructional day does exist and this day could be used to support implementation. This year, however, the minister of education chose “skills, trades and apprenticeships” as the topic for the day. Can I start using the draft curriculum now?  The current prescribed learning outcomes (PLOs) remain in place, but teachers can go ahead and try out whichever elements of these draft curricula they wish. Please note: parents may opt for alternative delivery (http://tinyurl.com/altdelivery) for some PLOs in the current Health & Career K–7, Health & Career 8–9, and Planning 10 Instructional Resource Packages (IRPs), but no such option is available for other PLOs in any IRPs—and the same is true with the drafts. You do not need permission to teach Aboriginal content nor does alternative delivery apply. Remember, teachers do not need permission from administrators or consent from parents to teach any learning outcome. Is the Health & Career IRP disappearing?   The Health & Career IRP will phase out. A new course cur­rently in draft, called Health & PE, combines parts of the Health & Career K–7 and Grades 8/9 IRP with the current Physical Education IRP. Healthy eating, personal safety, and sexual health education move to the new Health & PE heading. The future location of the career-related PLOs from the current Planning 10 and Health & Career IRPs is still in limbo. We expect it will be posted on the ministry website in January. Arts Education drafts should be posted by now.   Are there any other changes to curriculum coming?  Not that we know about. No curriculum teams have been assigned to work on any of the applied skills courses yet. The ministry is holding off on senior secondary drafts until they make decisions on graduation requirements. What about the rest of the BC Education Plan?   The ministry has not announced any changes to grad requirements—or to Grades 11 and 12. They have stated that work on Grade 11 and 12 curriculum drafts are delayed until the ministry becomes clearer on the direction for graduation requirements. Conversations with education partner groups continue about the future of the FSA and provincial exams. Educators continue to advocate for assessment methods that align with the draft curriculum. The ministry is still working on the other big item, the “core competencies.” Draft continua are in process and focus on critical thinking. Didn’t BCPSEA have concessions on the table during the last round of bargaining? Didn’t they say they needed these concessions for the implementation of the BC Education Plan?   The draft curricula can easily be implemented without any need to bargain a single concession for post and fill, seniority, layoff, or evaluation language. Good will and mutual respect are important for any education change, particularly with curriculum change, with teachers being the key to the process.   Glen Hansman, BCTF First Vice-President    Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "Eid Mubarak to all those celebrating in BC!" @bcliberals - 06:52pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9380&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 19, Number 2, October 2006 Creston conference on women's rights Remembrance Day will take on an added dimension this year through the BCTF Status of Women conference in Creston, BC, on November 10–11, 2006. Conference participants will remember the men and women who sacrificed their lives so that those of us who live in Canada can enjoy our current level of security and rights. We will meet in Creston to ensure that those sacrifices were not made in vain. It is up to all of us to defend and extend the rights that cost so many so much. The Status of Women conference, Remembering Our Rights, will bring activists together from diverse backgrounds to discuss and analyze contemporary women’s rights. The quest for women’s rights is not over. There is currently a battle being waged by conservative forces to change the laws and culture of Canada back to pre-feminist conditions. Since the election of the provincial Liberal government and the federal Conservatives, feminist organizations that work to protect and extend women’s rights have had a more difficult time getting funding, support, and recognition from government agencies. Funding for women’s centres was cut provincially under the BC Liberals. Currently, Status of Women Canada is not responding to many women’s organizations that have applied for funding. This will result in those organizations closing their doors as they won’t be able to pay the rent. Anti-feminist organizations like REAL Women of Canada (www.realwomenca.com) are lobbying Stephen Harper’s government to try to ensure that the Conservatives live up to their commitment to change the way things are done in Ottawa and in the country. According to the REAL Women web site, they were surprised when they received a letter in early June 2006 from Bev Oda, the Minister for the Status of Women who wrote that, "This government is committed to promoting women’s human rights and eliminating barriers for women. Canada has made some progress in advancing equality for women through our constitution and laws. However, there is still work to do to make sure women can enjoy full equality in their day-to-day lives." Real Women responded by writing, "We were furious... the change in government on January 23rd has not in any way altered the policies of the Status of Women and that the policies of the Liberal party are to continue on their feminist trajectory." Interestingly, women’s organizations that expected to receive government funding from Status of Women Canada have not had any response from that agency since the meeting with REAL Women of Canada took place. REAL Women support the government’s child payment plan, erroneously referred to as a child-care plan. They support tax breaks for two adult, one-income families by encouraging the government to approve income splitting. That is helpful if one person earns over $70,000 per year and the other partner stays at home. Given the state of single parents and child poverty in our country, surely the government could choose better ways to spend tax dollars than to put more money into the pockets of the high-income earners. However, this is a government that slashed $1 billion from its budget on September 25, 2006, despite having a $13 billion surplus. It’s no surprise that $5 million was cut from Status of Women Canada’s budget. At the same time, Harper’s government announced it was going to spend more money on a US-led program to build a multibillion dollar stealth aircraft. It’s clear where his priorities are. There is a battle being waged over women’s rights and like those who fought so bravely for our rights before us, we need to stand up to ensure those rights aren’t lost. We hope that feminists and activists from all local associations, other unions, and the community will join the Status of Women Action Group in Creston on November 10–11, 2006. To find out more information and to register for the Remembering Our Rights conference, go to bctf.ca homepage, or www.sporg.com (Event 58211), or contact Jane Turner at jturner@bctf.ca. – Jane Turner)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/ResearchReports.aspx?id=5566,BCTF > 2001wlc01, Teacher workload and stress: An international perspective on human costs and systemic failure  	BCTF Research Reports  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Publications > Research Reports  PDF for print purposes BCTF Research Report Section III 2001-WLC-01 Teacher workload and stress: An international perspective on human costs and systemic failure by Charlie Naylor, BCTF Research September 2001 “Work should not consume people. Teachers who are exhausted, frazzled and demoralized by their work are not effective or creative in the classroom. And exhaustion further undermines the social bonds in schools. When teachers do not have the energy to interact effectively with each other, with administrators and with students, serious problems emerge. And the workload issue will not go away soon…. If the increased workload remains, I predict that schools will progressively become less healthy places. And everyone will be affected —- teachers, support staff, students and parents. That cannot be good news.” Kevin Reed, Ontario teacher “Workload increase leaves teachers exhausted, demoralized,” The Kingston Whig-Standard, editorial, Wednesday, April 11, 2001. “Mass burnout has hit the profession with a national shortage of skilled teachers looming and a growing reticence among young people to enter a field so plagued with problems.” Sean Fine, The Globe and Mail, February 5, 2001. “The spiraling demands of government initiatives, incessant record-keeping, education plans, targeting and inspections, have left teachers reeling. A working week of 50 hours is average. Many are doing 70. This is not only bad for teachers, it’s harmful to children.” “It’s time to limit the load,” Times Educational Supplement, UK, editorial, April 13, 2001. “The Toronto Star reported on March 10, 2000, that the Ontario Minister of Education announced the tightening of rules on official teaching time beyond what had been operationalized by school boards after the original legislation. The minister “also warned teachers to participate in extra-curricular activities or else they would be forced by law to do so.” C. Mallon, “Ontario teachers’ battle looming: Classroom time crackdown could spark labour unrest.” The Toronto Star, March 10, 2000. The preceding quotes reflect polychotomous perspectives on teacher workload and stress. The first three reflect teachers’ fatigue, demoralization, and burnout; the fourth implies that teacher workload is such an insignificant issue that teachers can be expected to do more teaching, as well as extra-curricular duties. This report identifies and discusses data and analyses that have been reported in the international research, and in current educational publications, about teacher workload and related stress. Workload issues have been a focus of concern for Canadian teachers and teacher unions during the last decade. The Canadian Teachers’ Federation published the King and Peart (1992) study which found that: For some teachers the demands of teaching can be overwhelming. The workload has no well-defined limits; it is essentially open-ended. While contracts with boards appear to define expectations regarding teacher workload, contract terms represent minimum requirements. To respond to the needs of every student, teachers tend to do far more than is required and some try to do more than they can physically manage. (p. 182) King and Peart also found that B.C. teachers reported higher stress levels than any other province’s teachers, with 21% of respondents in B.C. reporting high stress levels compared to 11% in Prince Edward Island. B.C. teachers also reported lower job satisfaction than teachers in six other provinces. The BCTF survey “Teaching in the ’90s” (Kuehn, 1993) found that the top five causes of stress were identified by teachers as: unmet needs of students, class composition, size of workload, attitudes of the provincial government, and the inclusion of students with special needs. A report by Tataryn et al (1998), which reported incidences of B.C. teacher disability lasting more than 20 days, found that the largest single category of disability was psychological disorders, at 36% of the total disability cases. The authors suggested that this was linked to stressful work environments. A report by Gallen, Kalenzig, and Tamney for the Saskatchewan Teachers’ Federation (1995b) explored the complexity and diversity of teachers’ work, clearly linking workload and stress not only to the quantity of the hours worked, but also to the diverse nature and demands of teachers’ work: Not only must teachers juggle diverse and frequently intense types of interactions with their students, they are also typically asked to respond to requests and demands placed on them by colleagues, administrators, parents, and other members of the community. (p. 40) An editorial comment (March 29, 2001) in the Vancouver Sun reflects a typical media perspective on the additional expectations placed on schools. Under the title “When schools fail to act”, the editorial states: It too often seems that in the school system that no one is ever seen to be blamed for anything. Bullies are seen to be victims of their own upbringing, and their victims – the real victims in our view – are sometimes forced to change schools because no one is willing or able to deal effectively with the culprits.... The goal is to avert tragedies and not merely to punish those responsible for them. This should not be too much to ask of the school system. The Sun’s moralizing editorial ignores efforts undertaken to reduce bullying in schools. It makes assumptions about how all bullies are seen, and how they are dealt with, without ascertaining what systems actually exist in schools and without going to the effort of producing any evidence for its claims. It continues the veiled and implicit criticism that teachers and school staff really should be able to handle this and likely many other social issues. In terms of workload and stress, it also illustrates the gulf between media perceptions and teacher views. Media looks in from the outside and is critical of perceived shortcomings in the educational system, which media commentaries imply are essentially the fault of those who work in the system. This perspective implies that school work is easy work, and that more effort could and should be expended by educators. When media commentaries lack data or evidence to support a case, and rely instead on a populist stance, they offer nothing constructive to the debates on the issue at hand or to understanding workload issues. Indeed, they may exacerbate stress by their nonchalant but potentially cutting criticisms. Some media and at least one government (Ontario) share similar perspectives with regard to teacher workload, and press for more work from teachers in spite of considerable evidence that teachers’ workloads are already excessive. A quite different perspective is contained in data from many studies which reflect teacher fatigue and stress from high workload and diverse demands. These studies utilize extensive data collection, usually through surveys or by teachers recording their time use in diaries. There exists one difference of note between survey data collection and diary “time-use” data collection, which may explain the disparate amounts of time found by the use of the two approaches to data collection. When teachers estimate their time use, as compared to actually recording it, workload estimates appear consistently lower than time-use diaries reveal. This suggests that teachers appear to underestimate their own workload when they complete surveys. John Malcolmson’s (1999) elementary teacher workload study in three British Columbia urban school districts used teacher diaries to provide detailed records of time worked and how such time was distributed. His report showed that: Teachers’ overall work day was close to double the time contained within the regular school day. It also confirms that teachers spend seven times the amount of time outside school planning and preparing their work as they do during the school day. It shows that teachers’ lunch periods are being seriously eroded under the pressure of other work demands. (p. i) A time-use study of Nova Scotia teachers (Time-Use Research Program, 2000) also used a time-use diary approach to data collection. They found that teachers recorded their work week at 52.5 hours, less than half of which was classroom instruction. The report discusses the “myriad of different, yet related, activities” that constitute teaching, and states: More than 80% of respondents indicated that they feel they are trying to take on too many things at once, and about 75% feel that others expect too much of them. Seventy-five percent said they worry about not spending enough time with family and friends. Obvious ramifications include feelings of guilt, resentment of job demands, and anxiety from the fear of not meeting expectations. (p. vi) The geographic range of these reports shows that the issue crosses provincial boundaries and has been a consistent focus of attention for teacher unions across Canada for much of the last decade. But the Canadian interest has not been exclusive to unions. Teacher workload reports have also been published by Statistics Canada, with a national comparison of teachers’ workloads conducted by Schembari (1994), and a study of Saskatchewan teachers’ workload by Gallen, Karlenzig and Tamney (1995a). Schembari concluded that workload constituted one of a teacher’s main sources of stress, that teacher workload had increased over the ten years 1982–1992, and that data showed B.C. teachers worked the longest hours, 2 hours above the national average. The study by Gallen et al (1995a) found an average 47-hour work week for teachers. The authors discussed teaching as a “multi-track activity”, in which teachers were required to do several things at once, in responding to the needs of students or their interactions with colleagues. Such multi-track activities also led to role conflict, where teachers felt torn and pulled by the need to fill different roles: Counsellor, social worker, nurse, chauffeur, fund-raiser, mediator, public relations officer, entertainer … the list of roles that teachers are called upon to perform on behalf of their students, schools and communities, is lengthy and diverse. As all roles are important and teachers are constantly pressed for time, they must often make difficult choices about their priorities. For some teachers, these decisions result in an ongoing sense of role conflict. (Gallen et al, 1995b, p. 55) Some reports identify high stress periods for many teachers during the school year. One such time is when report cards are written. The report by the Vancouver Elementary School Teachers’ Association (VESTA, 1997) used a survey to collect information from teachers concerning reporting practices and issues. The report stated that current reporting requirements resulted in high stress for a large proportion of Vancouver’s elementary teachers: Nearly all categories of teachers, no matter how long they’ve been teaching or what their specific job role, are experiencing high stress with the current reporting practice. (p. 12) Nine factors were identified by teachers as causes of stress during reporting times, the highest being the amount of time taken to write reports, a factor identified by 98% of respondents. While some efforts have been made by a number of districts to reduce the amount of time necessary to produce report cards, the mandated frequency of reporting, and the time required to complete reports, induces high stress levels for many teachers. The education system appears, therefore, to have what appear to be built-in stress-inducing requirements as a norm of its cycle. While reporting to parents is obviously required and necessary, very limited consideration appears to have been given to the effects on teacher workload of mandating three written reports a year. No time is allocated to teachers, there exists limited clerical support, and anecdotal formats, where used, often consume substantial quotas of teacher time. While some districts have attempted to find solutions, such as developing software and formats for reporting, many teachers still identify reporting as a major source of stress. International studies include those by Drago et al (1999) in the USA. Drago believes that teachers’ work intensification mirrors a societal trend, which he terms “the overworked society.” He argues that several factors contribute to a society being overworked. First, the preponderance of what he terms “dual-income families” has greatly increased pressure on women to manage work responsibilities and household tasks. 78% of all U.S. married employees are in what he calls “dual-income families.” Perhaps such families might be more appropriately considered to be “dual-workload” families. Second, in order to be competitive in a global economy, “high commitment work systems” have become the norm: High commitment work systems involve increased levels of teamwork, training, meetings, and involvement in the job and decisions around the job, all of which increases demands on employees. (p. 32) Drago argues that in response to inadequate funding, education systems have forced school districts to implement a form of high commitment work, systems which can be exacerbated even more by external factors such as urban poverty, or by imposed systems such as site-based management. Site-based management increases the non-teaching workload of both teachers and administrative officers by increasing their involvement in decision-making which is downloaded to the school site from the school district. One example of how site-based management increases teacher workload, which has occurred in B.C., is the closing of a central store and distribution system for paper and other materials used in schools. When a district closes such a store, it ostensibly saves money in terms of facilities and wages. Each school might then be allocated an amount of money for the purchase of materials. As a result, teachers from each school now have to find suppliers, check prices, and purchase paper and materials, rather than simply completing an existing order form for ordering and delivery of supplies from the central store, thereby adding to their workload. When tasks such as these are added to hundreds of schools, workload is increased in all of those schools. This exemplifies one negative aspect of high commitment work, which essentially involves the downloading of responsibility to save system costs without acknowledging either the costs incurred to those who do the work, or the lost economies of scale through bulk and centralized purchasing. Such systems take a narrow managerial view of reducing costs and ignore concepts such as cost-benefit analysis, which might include a wider consideration of the true costs of high commitment work systems. Such costs include the increased time and stress of teachers who have one more job added to their work. Reporting the average hours worked by teachers, Drago stated: Considering all time either at school or performing work-related tasks, even if performed simultaneously with others, yielded and average of approximately ten and a quarter hours per day of work invasiveness. (p. 38) Drago’s contribution is useful in that he links teachers’ work to societal trends. He provides evidence that the nature of work and society has changed, and that education has mirrored commercial demands to “do more with less”, placing higher expectations and higher stress on employees. He also reminds us that work intensification and stress are a factor in many workers’ lives, and that teachers are not unique in stress and workload issues. A study by Dinham and Scott (2000) identified factors which caused teacher dissatisfaction in Australian schools: Systemic changes to staffing ratios, promotions procedures, changes to school responsibilities and management, were all found to be dissatisfying, particularly given the pace of change at the time. Implicit in many of the public pronouncements about educational change was that schools and teachers were in need of ‘reform’ from outside, and were either incapable of either seeing the need for change or managing it themselves. (p. 5) Dinham also identified specific teacher concerns with workload, and found that existing workloads impacted family life: The major concern for both teachers and their partners centred on workload. Virtually all underestimated this and note its increase in recent times. Executive teachers found their increasing administrative workload problematic, as did their partners when this spilled over into and detracted from family life. (p. 7) The UK Times Educational Supplement (TES) has frequently featured issues on increased teacher workload and stress among British teachers, particularly in England and Wales. The most recent study reported in the May 25, 2001 issue (p. 4) found a 51-hour work week for elementary teachers and a 53-hour work week for secondary teachers, with hours recently increased because of new large-scale testing of students. The article states that both school administrators and teacher unions agree that the more that schools are expected to demonstrate progress, the heavier the workload demands become on teachers and administrators. The TES has reported a number of teacher suicides directly related to anxiety over workloads and school inspection (Bunting, 2000). One teacher wrote the following note before she drowned herself in a river: I am now finding the stress of my job too much. The pace of work and the long days are more than I can do. I would like my ashes to be scattered in the woods. (p. 23) Another 33-year-old teacher hanged herself “after becoming terrified of getting a bad inspectors’ report”, while another teacher simply left the message, “My best is not good enough,” before ending his life. While these may be extreme examples, they illustrate the immense pain caused to some teachers by high stress and what they saw to be an unfeeling accountability system. The same article provides data from a major UK insurance company that states that teachers were the most depressed category of workers, with 44% of their disability insurance claims caused by mental problems, compared to 25% from other groups of workers. The level of stress and depression among English and Welsh teachers has finally become a focus for government and employers as record shortages of teachers and problems with recruitment and retention are being reported across the country, with the shortages being linked to increased workload and stress by the government’s School Teachers’ Review Body: Workloads are clearly an important adverse influence on morale, and on recruitment and retention. (School Teachers’ Review Body, quoted in TES, February 9, 2001). In another report (September 8, 2000), the TES described a record legal settlement (approximately $550,000 CDN) to a teacher for breakdowns caused by an excessive workload in which a teacher taught a class of 28 students, 11 of whom had special needs. Both of these reports discussed systemic failure to recognize excessive workload and stress. In the teacher-breakdown case, the teacher, who had 24 years experience, had one minor breakdown, resulting in her taking leave; when she returned to work, she was faced with the same class and workload, which precipitated a severe psychological collapse and her eventual successful legal action. This suggests either the inability or the unwillingness of one employer to take appropriate action to reduce workload when a teacher’s health is at risk. A later TES article (Lowe, 2001) warns that an employer: … must be certain that the teacher is fit for his or her duties before being allowed back. The teacher’s doctor … may suggest that the teacher can return if a lighter workload is provided. But while it may be possible to reduce the time a teacher is in school, it is not easy to keep the pressure down. If a school or governing body can foresee that a teacher may be exposed to more stress when s/he returns to school, and does not take reasonable and effective measures to combat it, they may be open to a claim for damages. (p. 16) The UK experience reflects a system where an unacceptable number of teachers appear to have experienced low morale, high stress, disability, and depression, largely attributable to work environment and workload: A survey … in May, 2000, revealed that 200,000 teachers – more than 2 in 5 in the profession in England and Wales – had experienced major stress, mainly due to workload, in the last two years. (Bunting, 2000, p. 23) Imposed and centralized system accountability, a lack of professional autonomy, relentlessly imposed change, constant media criticism of public education systems, reduced resources and moderate pay, have all been associated with teacher stress in the UK. The fact that some or all of this combination of factors cause high stress to teachers is obvious enough from the available data. The startling point is that such lessons have routinely been ignored both by governments and by many employers until severe recruitment and retention crises occur, or until legal liability costs become a significant issue. Ignoring such evidence provides startling evidence of systemic inertia, with governments and employers ignoring huge individual and systemic costs and failing to address the root causes of the crisis affecting teachers and a national educational system. Do Canadian jurisdictions need to wait for a similar crisis before they address teacher workload issues? From all the available evidence, the answer may be “yes”. The province of Ontario appears keen to replicate the English experience, with its constant confrontational stances and explicit demands for increased work and compliance with narrow accountability measures, all factors which have proven disastrous in producing high stress levels among teachers in England and Wales. Elsewhere, the lack of focus on teacher workload and stress suggests that provincial systems appear unwilling to address such issues, perhaps fearful of increasing costs by any recognition that too much is being asked of teachers. At the same time, many provinces have increased system-accountability demands, another factor clearly linked to increasing workload and stress in the UK. There is an important gender issue identified in the literature on teacher workload and stress. A number of studies have documented the difference between genders in how time is used. Generally, research shows that men spend more time on employment-related activities, but women spend more time than men on domestic work. Men also spend twice as much time as women on sports and hobbies. Recent research has identified workload and stress as an issue with particular significance for women: The very nature of women’s work provides opportunity for both the development of psychological stressors and the non-recognition of their consequences. (Lippel, 1999, p. 80) Lippel discusses the “double workload” issue, where she refers to the Armstrong and Armstrong (1994) study in stating that: Women most often bear the brunt of responsibility related to the home and rearing of children. (p. 80) New data from the study by Michelson and Harvey (2000) supports the view that women spend more time on domestic activities than do men: Aggregating the amount of daily time given to domestic work, care-giving and shopping, the female teachers exceed the men by 168-108 minutes (a week). One dimension of caregiving relates not only to children but also to caring for aging parents. With about half of B.C.’s teachers aged 45 or older and 66%1 female, it is likely that a significant number of teachers are caregivers to children and to an aging parent or parents. It might be expected, based on analyses of the existing literature, that most of these caregivers will be women. For those who are the single caregiver, they may experience considerable dual or multiple care-giving responsibilities in addition to paid employment. Dorrell (2000) reflected that: As a society we expect a parent to take leave to care for a dependent when that dependent is a newborn. The government even stipulates the terms of the benefit and picks up the tab. But when it comes to caring for a dying, ill or simply aging dependent, employees often have only their family circle to turn to for support. (p. 19) The federal government’s Human Resources Development Canada (2000) also discussed the issue of elder care: Elder care can be relatively time-consuming, particularly when compared with child care responsibilities, as is the case for many people belonging to the “sandwich generation.” Caregivers – primarily women – can often be torn between the demands of their job and the ability to provide quality care for their relative. The Human Resources Development Canada (HRDC) report shares information about collective agreements that provide short- and long-term leave arrangements for those employees who are caring for an elderly parent or parents. Lippell (1999) refers to a 1989 study by Lowe which states that it is important to examine the workplace as a source of stress, rather than make any assumptions concerning home factors and environment as primary stressors: The difficulties generated by the existence of this double workload may contribute or be perceived to have caused psychological disability, and it is easier for decision-makers to assume that home stressors are the source of disability rather than to examine the work situation. This is true despite the fact that research has clearly shown workplace stressors to be pivotal to working women’s mental health. (p. 80) Lippell (1999) also produces evidence that when men and women complain of chronic stress, male claims in a range of tribunals and courts “fared significantly better” than did those of women. When men brought claims, Lippel argues, their examples of unusual stressful situations were more likely to be accepted than were those of women. An additional cause of workload stress, which impacts more women than men, appears to be the covert violence perpetrated by colleagues (administrators and teachers) and identified by Lyon and Douglas (1999). They provided evidence both of the damaging effects on individuals, and costs to the system, that stemmed from such violence, which they identified as often being in the form of sexual harassment: Proportionately, work was most often missed because of covert violence perpetrated by colleagues, rather than more overt forms of violence committed by students. Work missed was also related to decreased satisfaction with the resolution of the incident, and lack of action taken in response to the incident. (p. 7) Lippel and Demers (1998) also argued that the courts, too, have contributed to limiting women’s success in accessing compensation in situations where sexual harassment has occurred: On June 20, 1996, the Supreme Court of Canada handed down a decision in Beliveau St.-Jacques ... that has the potential to significantly undermine the access to justice of working women who are victims of sexual harassment. A majority of the court held that an employee who suffered sexual harassment in the workplace could not bring an action for compensatory and exemplary damages under Section 49 of the Charter of Human Rights and Freedoms. (p. 1) The data and analyses from Lippel and other studies reflect disturbing evidence which shows that women are more at risk than men when workload or other work-related factors leads to stress. They are also likely to be less recognized as being stressed than are their male colleagues in tribunals, and have limited success in gaining compensation for sexual harassment. The data also suggest that there is little evidence of improvement in reducing stress for women over time, likely because of what Lippel believes to be systemic discrimination against them. Michelson and Harvey (2000) concluded that women teachers have higher stress levels than do male teachers, with higher stress reported for women in areas of “time crunch” and pressure. Although their report focuses on recent changes in the Ontario education system, their warning about adding extra loads to teachers’ work might be considered in any jurisdiction: Reforms that put additional classes and students into a teacher’s school day and remove preparation time create disproportionate increases in the work that will have to be done at home and outside normal working hours. For many teachers, this is like pouring water into an already full cup, particularly if, as is likely, they are women.... The old saying, “Man may work from sun to sun, but woman’s work is never done” extends unfortunately well to the context of teaching and the lives of teachers, not least in view of the gender of so many teachers. (p. 13) With women representing two-thirds of the total number of teachers, analyses which suggests higher stress levels in women teachers, and systemic discrimination against them, should be of concern to teachers and their unions. The issue of gender, in the context of teacher workload and stress, should also be considered by employers and governments. Stress can affect any teacher, but gender differences appear to be a significant dimension in the literature on teacher workload and stress. Conclusion Scott, Stone, and Dinham (2000) discussed the work of Bourdieu (1998). Bourdieu has described changes to the state in many western societies, in which he discusses the “right hand” of governments, and their administrative departments such as Treasury Boards, which have driven reforms of the last twenty years. He considered the “left hand” of government to include those people who work in the “caring professions”, including teaching: Bourdieu contends that the right hand does not know what the left hand is doing, and certainly does not want to pay for its activities. Social service agencies of all sorts are thus faced with the demand to do more with less. The antipathy of the right hand to the left is also graphically illustrated in the status of those professions that perform the work of the left. (p. 2) If the literature describes the increased alienation between the “left” and “right” hands of the state, with a negative impact on teachers’ and other public sector employees’ workload, it also describes an altruistic, highly-motivated commitment by teachers to offer much more than the minimum required. The literature therefore states that teaching has become an overworked profession, while teachers are individually motivated to do more than the minimum required. Somewhere between these concepts lies a balance, with hard-working, motivated teachers finding satisfaction from the vocation of teaching within a manageable workload. But the balance has shifted to a degree that is unhealthy for teachers and for public education systems. However, it is possible to argue that there now exists a tentative state recognition that the balance has shifted too far, particularly in the UK, and is negatively impacting recruitment and retention. Much of the available research on teacher workload and stress states that teacher workloads are excessive, and that the negative effects of stress are having considerable impact on teachers. The effects include declining job satisfaction, reduced ability to meet students’ needs, significant incidences of psychological disorders leading to increased absence from work, and a high proportion of claims for disability caused by stress. Stress also appears to be a factor in teachers leaving the profession in a number of countries, and is impacting internationally on recruitment. There may be more serious consequences for women teachers in terms of work-induced stress than have been widely discussed, and there exists some evidence of systemic discrimination against women in terms of adjudicating disability claims. For a profession that is about two-thirds female, these data are disturbing, and might lead to a sharper focus on gender by teacher unions, employers, and governments in addressing workload issues. At the same time that this body of evidence suggests a serious problem, a series of media articles or governments’ announcements state or imply that teachers “have it easy” and could be expected to do much more. It would appear that a sizeable body of media fails to conduct even the most basic data collection, or to access published research, before deciding its views, few of which are empathic to teachers in terms of workload issues. Ironically, most elected officials who believe that teachers should do more, spend far fewer hours in legislatures than teachers do in schools. Governments have consistently ignored a wide range of data which tells them that teachers’ stress caused by workload is a crisis requiring action, and likely will continue to be until the crisis in recruitment and retention becomes clear even to them. For teachers to address the issues of workload, the most obvious route is through the collective bargaining process. But there are other options, such as increased attention to health and safety issues and practices, perhaps involving external agencies such as the Workers’ Compensation Board. Employers, too, have an interest in reducing stress-related illness or leave, and in reducing what Lyon and Douglas (1999) estimated to be a minimum cost of $1.87 million per year to the B.C. school system from violence-related incidents alone. Evidence from the UK, while indicating alarming levels of systemic inertia, also indicates that action can be taken once the effects of stress-inducing workloads are understood. Slater (2001) discussed a report of the UK School Teachers’ Review Body, reported in Times Educational Supplement, February 9, 2001, and stated: The easing of (teacher) workload pressures continues to be a priority, despite efforts at all levels to reduce administrative tasks and paperwork. (p. 22) However effective a union’s efforts to address workload and stress issues, there is an urgent need for collaboration among unions, employers, and governments to address teacher workload and stress issues in the K-12 education system. A pragmatic and collaborative focus on workload and stress factors might then lead to solutions which make teachers’ work more manageable, and the education system more productive. This should result in fewer teachers burned out to the degree that they take short-term absences, long-term leaves, or permanently leave their work because of unmanageable workload or stress. Research which describes overworked societies suggests that the problem is endemic across jobs, professions, and countries. But “high commitment work” hardly appears to fit with the concept of building healthy public education systems which depend on the capacity of teachers to work effectively. And, as suggested in the Times Educational Supplement editorial quoted at the start of this paper, overworked and stressed teachers can become harmful to students and negatively impact student learning. Should this paper be considered narrowly focused on teachers’ work, a startling reminder of the costs of stress disorders to business and society was recently provided by the Business and Economic Roundtable on Mental Health. A report authored by Wilson, Joffe, Wilkerton and Bastable (2000) stated that: 1.4 million Canadian workers (10% of the total) suffer from depression. Depression costs the United States and Canada $60 billion US per year. The incidence of depression is growing and is affecting more younger workers. Stress is increasing and change is continuing to intensify. Depression and stress disorders at work are driving disability rates, and represent more than 30% of all disability recorded at three of Canada’s best-known corporations. The incidence of improper treatment produces an army of “walking wounded” employees — partly disabled and increasingly unproductive. Over the past decade, labour productivity and hours worked by employees have collapsed into a terrific imbalance. Canadians are working longer and harder, but not more productively. The authors include the Vice-Chairman of RBC Dominion Securities (Wilson), the Dean of the Faculty of Health Sciences at McMaster University (Joffe), and the CEO of Royal Le Page (Bastable). The report is one of “a series of commentaries, essays, interviews and analyses of mental health for distribution among corporations in the global business community.” The findings of this report reinforce the notion of an overworked society, increasingly unproductive, and incurring huge costs because of its inability to address workload and stress issues. That the report emanates from the bastion of corporate Canada clearly shows that workload is not just a “worker’s issue” promoted by unions to promote members’ self-interest. It seriously affects employers’ profits and competitive capacity. Recognizing that excessive workload negatively impacts individuals and employers, while incurring huge costs to society, should assist efforts to generate understanding of workload, stress, and productivity issues that affect all Canadians. In spite of the argument made above, endemic work-related stress may mean that general public sympathy for teachers’ workload-induced stress is limited in the near future. However, issues of teacher workload and stress must be addressed for the sake of those who work as teachers, and for the well-being of the system as a whole. The recent success of Scottish teachers in obtaining a 35-hour working week reflects a progressive, proactive initiative by one government to address and reduce teacher workload and stress levels. Emulation of the Scottish example appears unlikely to occur in Canadian jurisdictions if left to the choice of government and employers. While constructive engagement with governments and employers may lead to some positive initiatives, the evidence to date suggests that reducing workload through collective bargaining and union-sponsored health and safety initiatives appear to be more promising options for teacher unions. In the longer term, teacher and other unions might consider engaging in a cross-sectoral dialogue with both employers and governments on how to improve productivity and reduce stress-induced costs caused by excessive workload. In a Vancouver Sun article of June 16, 2001, Bruce O’Hara provided excerpts from an article which will be published in an upcoming book, Memos to the Prime Minister: What Canada could be in the 21st Century (to be published by John Wiley and Sons). O’Hara argues that governments might restructure tax and benefit structures to encourage shorter hours in the work week, thereby increasing productivity and expanding employment. Currently, Canadian tax and benefit structures encourage long hours and fewer employees because employers pay more tax and benefit costs for any additional employee, rather than costs being based on the hours worked. Changed tax and benefit structures would offer incentives to employers. Ideally, such incentives would reduce individual workload by increasing employment while keeping costs to employers neutral. Societal benefits might also include substantially reduced spending for unemployment and in health-related areas, as a shorter working week produces fuller employment, and a healthier and more productive workforce. O’Hara’s ideas essentially require a progressive and consultative process led by government. While several European governments have initiated such processes, the evidence suggests that workload in Canada is increasing, with huge individual, economic, and social costs. It is surely time to address this systemic failure by finding ways to reduce individual workload. Perhaps teachers and their unions might lead the way, not to be an exception to the workload endured by many Canadians, but by being among the first to seek redress in finding ways to reduce workload that can benefit all those who overwork in our country. References Armstrong, P., & Armstrong, H. (1994). The double ghetto: Canadian women and their segregated work (3rd edition). Toronto: McClelland & Stewart. B.C. Ministry of Education (2001). Standard Report 2052: Headcount of full-time and part-time educators by gender within school district. Victoria. Bourdieu, P. (1998). Acts of resistance: against the tyranny of the market. New York: The New Press. Bunting, C. (2000). Stress on the emotional landscape. Are teachers suffering from institutional depression? Times Educational Supplement, November 10. Dinham, S., & Scott, C. (2000). “Teachers’ work and the growing influence of societal expectations and pressures.” Paper presented at the American Educational Research Association conference, New Orleans, April 24-28. Dorrell, K. (2000). Eldercare crisis: Employees are struggling to care for their aging parents. Will employers help shoulder the burden? Benefits Canada, 24, 8. Drago, R., Caplan, R., Costanza, D, Brubraker, T., Cloud, D., Harris, N., Kashian, R., & Lynn Riggs, T. (1999). New estimates of working time for elementary school teachers. Monthly Labor Review, April. Gallen, V., Karlenzig, B., & Tamney, I. (1995a). Teacher workload and work life in Saskatchewan. Education Quarterly Review, 2, 4. Gallen, V., Karlenzig, B., & Tamney, I. (1995b). The workload and worklife of Saskatchewan teachers: Full-time teachers 1994-95. Saskatchewan Teachers’ Federation. Human Resources Development Canada Labour Program (2000). Work and family provisions in Canadian collective agreements. Hull: HRDC. Available on the world wide web at http://labour.hrdc-drhc.gc.ca/doc/wlb-ctp/ . King, A.J.C., & Peart, M.J. (1992). Teachers in Canada: Their work and quality of life. Ottawa: Canadian Teachers’ Federation. Kuehn, L. (1993). Teaching in the ’90s report No 2: Changing sources of stress. Vancouver: B.C. Teachers’ Federation. Lippel, K. (1999). Workers’ compensation and stress: Gender and access to compensation. International Journal of Law and Psychology, 22, 1. Lippel, K., & Demers, D. (1998). Access to justice for sexual harassment victims: The impact of Beliveau St. Jacques on female workers’ right to damages. Status of Women Canada. Lowe, C. (2001). The high price of stress. Times Educational Supplement, January 5. Lowe, G. (1989). Women, paid/unpaid work, and stress. Ottawa Advisory Council on the Status of Women. Lyon, D.R., & Douglas, K.S. (1999). Violence against British Columbia teachers: Report of the Simon Fraser University/British Columbia Teachers’ Federation violence against teachers survey. Vancouver: B.C. Teachers’ Federation. Malcolmson, J. (1999). Time under pressure: Elementary teacher workload in nine Lower Mainland schools. Vancouver: E.V. Christensen Consulting. Michelson, W., & Harvey, A.S. (2000). Is teachers’ work never done?: Time-use and subjective outcomes. Radical Pedagogy, 2, 1. O’Hara, B. (2001). A prescription for Canada’s overtime addiction: Change the formula, reverse the perverse rewards of the current system. The Vancouver Sun, June 16. Schembari, P. (1994). Teacher workload in elementary and secondary schools. Education Quarterly Review, 1, 3. Scott, C., Stone, B., & Dinham, S. (2000). “I love teaching but.... International patterns of teacher discontent.” Paper presented at the American Educational Research Association conference, New Orleans, April 24-28. Slater, J. (2001). Demand for workload inquiry. Times Educational Supplement, February 9. Tataryn, D.J., Rowan, V.C., Hanson, D.B., & Goguen, B.P. (1998). The British Columbia Teachers’ Federation rehabilitation project: Cost effectiveness, humanitarian analyses, and LTD study. Vancouver: B.C. Teachers’ Federation. Time-Use Research Program, Saint Mary’s University (2000). Life on and off the job: A time-use study of Nova Scotia teachers. Vancouver Elementary School Teachers’ Association (1997). Report card survey, 1996-97. Vancouver: VESTA. Vancouver Sun. (2001). When schools fail to act. Editorial, March 29. Wilson, M., Joffe, R.T., Wilkerton, B., and Bastable, C. (2000). The unheralded business crisis in Canada: Depression at work. Business and Economic Roundtable on Mental Health, July 20. ______________________________ 1 Ministry of Education Standard Report 2052, Headcount of full-time and part-time educators by gender within school district, January, 2001. [Back] Copyrigh © British Columbia Teachers’ Federation, 2001. All rights reserved. About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=28547&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 25, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 2012   Beyond BCeSIS, but not soon  By Larry Kuehn  The good news is that BCeSIS will be replaced. The bad news is that it won’t be soon, and getting it right the next time will not be easy.   BCeSIS is the troubled student information system that the ministry has spent $100 million on in the last decade. That doesn’t count the many local costs and the price of extreme aggravation of many teachers produced by the limitations of BCeSIS. The ministry knew by the fall of 2010 that BCeSIS had to be replaced. There had been a disastrous opening of school where the system simply failed to deliver at a crucial time in the school year. In addition, the Pearson corporation bought out the company that developed the software for BCeSIS, the AAL company. Pearson is expanding its reach into all aspects of education by buying companies and closing down their products. In effect, they are buying a customer base for their existing products. Pearson told the ministry that the company would stop supporting BCeSIS software as of 2013 and offered its PowerSchool student information system to replace it. Pearson’s offer was not accepted and the ministry started a process of finding another alternative. The process has included getting advice from consultants and defining design requirements. The ministry, last summer, brought together a group of 44 administrators, teachers, and others to define the “functional requirements.” Superintendents recommended those involved to the ministry. The functional requirements are a key to whether the new system will be better or worse for educational practice. Ursula Franklin tells us that, “every tool shapes the task.” The student information system shapes what goes on in our schools and a different one will shape it differently, therefore it must be consistent with what we philosophically believe is appropriate for a sound public education. The tool shapes the task—so the design of the tool is crucial. The functional requirements are that chance to influence the design of the tool. The document that the ministry has produced has 48 pages of what will be told to the businesses that want the contract for the next student information system. The functional requirements are up on the ministry website: bcedplan.ca/actions/technology.php. Not surprisingly, a significant share of the requirements identified is aimed at not repeating the problems we all had with BCeSIS. It must have a user interface that is friendly and easy to use. It has to be flexible and eliminate what Assistant Deputy Minister Renate Butterfield calls the “pain points,” the many elements that took too much time, were inflexible, and didn’t do what they should. However, designing the future primarily based on correcting the failures of BCeSIS in the past is what Marshall McLuhan called driving forward while you are looking in the rear-view mirror. The BC Education Plan is supposed to lead to some changes in practice in our schools. What kind of student information system will serve the needs of a system that is different from the one that existed when BCeSIS was designed? But designing for the future is difficult when the BC Education Plan is a work in progress, is centred on “personalization,” and has no common definition. The functional requirements document addresses that by calling for flexibility in many of the areas, presumably allowing the software to be shaped to fit the evolving definition of BC’s education system. The next stage of the ministry process is to issue a request for proposals. This invites companies to respond with a proposal for a system that would meet the needs defined by the functional requirements. Is any company likely to meet all those requirements? They certainly were not when BCeSIS was developed. The ministry says that the technology consultants they hired to survey what is out there said that there are off-the-shelf systems that have been developed for a number of states in recent years. The US government has thrown hundreds of millions to have states develop centralized data systems. Unfortunately, that is because the No Child Left Behind and the Obama education policies require states to focus on identifying “failing schools” and creating systems aimed at merit pay and firing teachers based on student standardized test scores. They are not directed at supporting progressive pedagogy in a high-performing school system. The ministry doesn’t want to buy software or hardware or run the implementation and training necessary for a new system. Rather, they want to buy a service for a 10-year period from a company, much as many employers buy a payroll service, for example. Only a large corporation that is already running a similar service is likely to be able to provide this. And, of course, the expectations of this system will be substantially more complex than for a payroll system, which has a lot of standard components, rather than many flexible elements required of a personalized education system. The ministry, and most of the other “stakeholders” except the BCTF, insist that the new system must be centralized. Two reasons are given for this. One is that BC has a centralized education funding system and the student information system must provide the information needed for the allocation of funds. The other reason for centralization is that BC has a situation where increasingly students are cross-enrolled. Because of this, the ministry contends a central system is necessary to keep track of students wherever they are. Neither of these, of course, is the only way of organizing a school system. The information needed for a funding system does not require all the other personal and academic information about an individual student to be in one comprehensive database. A number of other elements will particularly raise the eyebrows of teachers. One, for example, is that the functional requirements document suggests direct parent/student access to a portal with information from the teacher “grade book.” The name grade book itself suggests a traditional record-keeping system of summative marks rather than a flexible system of formative assessment and feedback. The requirements document also indicates that data from the student information system would feed a data warehouse and that “analytics” tools would be provided. Built into the definition of requirements is an assumption that personalization will require that every student has their own student learning plan. Students with special needs would have IEPs that are just more complex versions of the student learning plan, thus facilitating inclusion by eliminating the labels. This suggests some fundamental shifts in support for students with special needs that need to be discussed as policy issues, not adopted through the design of a student information system. These and many more issues deserve attention by more than IT specialists. Every tool shapes the task and it is essential that all teachers pay attention to the shaping of a new student information system.  Larry Kuehn, director, BCTF Research and Technology   )
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8870,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, Number 4, March 2004 Ten new BCTF lesson aids 1 LA 2005 The Other American: North American History–1774-2001 by Eric Bonfield, 349 p. ©2003. This book fulfills all the learning objectives and themes of the Social Studies IRP for Grades 9 to 11. The book offers an 80-page critical thinking primer to support six themes and 30 critical thinking units. This full-indexed work also contains an ethical primer and an appendix of additional primary sources for classroom use. The book has been successfully field tested and has received praise from students and teachers. This textbook offers a thoughtful opportunity to critically examine the historical relationship between Canada and the United States. Grades 9–11 $69.95 2 LA 8080 Raising Readers by Phyllis Mitchell, ©200 28 p. This unit is written by a teacher to offer parents a resource that will assist them to become fully involved in raising their children as readers. The unit includes suggested book titles for reading development, ritual, exemplary books, identification, literature, merit, and learning. The author offers tips for raising readers and for choosing books wisely. Ages 3—9 $3.50 3 LA 2097 Put Your Money Where Your Mouth Is—Fresh Look at Economics Through Agriculture by BC Agriculture in the Classroom Foundation, AgAware BC, Open Learning Agency, ©2002,15-minute videocassette and 22-page handbook. Video follows host Ryan as he explores the hothouses and highways of agricultural production, distribution and marketing in B.C. Ryan delves into hot economic issues such as resource sustainibility, branding, and international trade. Examining the economic cycle, viewers see how consumer choices have effects that reach far beyond the grocery store. Grade 11. $22.95 4 Fun Phonics by Creative Teaching Press, Inc., ©1993, 24 p. These four illustrated resource books with accompanying CDs include a lively collection of poems, chants, songs and accompanying activities. Engaging themes, colourful imagery and game like activities draw the students’ attention to the components of spoken and written language. Young learners quickly master basic phonics skills as they sing, dance, and move to the lively songs. Motivating movement games and related hands-on activities reinforce learning. Children make meaningful phonetic associations in the context of familiar, engaging text. Song lyrics can be reproduced to make student copies. Grades K–2 LA 8076 Consonants $14.95 LA 8077 Short Vowels $14.95 LA 8078 Long Vowels $14.95 LA 8079 Blends and Digraphs $14.95 5 LA 8241 Rights, Roles and Responsibilities at School, Grades K—1 co-produced by The Critical Thinking Consortium and B.C. Ministry of Education, ©2002 109 p. The nine critical thinking challenges in this unit explore the responsibilities of various school roles, including students’ own responsibilities. In the introductory section on needs and wants, students learn to recognize what is needed for different objects to work, activities to take place and people to function. They then consider their most important learning needs at school and the responsibilities they and others have to ensure that these needs are met. In the final challenge, students monitor and assess how well they meet their responsibilities to themselves and to others. $15 6 LA 9314 Explorers of Canada by Sonja E. Schild, 2002, 71 p. This book includes worksheets, maps, an evaluation form, an answer key. It is reproducible and suitable for elementary students, ESL students, home schooling and special needs students. The first half of the book teaches students the most important discoveries and achievements of the explorers by using maps, charts and illustrations. The second half of the book reinforces and tests students by using pictures, games, maps and word-search puzzles. Brainwork sections require research and encourage creative thinking and problem solving. The following explorers are profiled in the book: Leif Ericsson, John Cabot, Jacques Cartier, Samuel de Champlain, Henry Hudson, Henry Kelsey, Pierre La Vérendrye, Anthony Henday, Samuel Hearne, Alexander Mackenzie, George Vancouver, Simon Fraser, David Thompson, John Franklin, Roald Amundsen and Henry Larsen. Elementary $24.95 7 LA 9323 The Resourcefulness of the Inuit, Grade 4 Co-produced by The Critical Thinking Consortium and B.C. Ministry of Education, ©2002 167 p. The 11 critical thinking challenges in this unit celebrate the cultural uniqueness and resourcefulness of the Inuit, both past and present. Students infer from drawings how the Inuit traditionally met their basic needs and the challenges they faced. They then examine modern-day life and what we can learn from the Inuit. Included in these activities is a simulated general store where students purchase the clothing and supplies needed for a trip to the Arctic. Three supplementary literature-based challenges further explore the resourcefulness of the Inuit. $15 8 LA F2227 Aperceivoir l'arc-en-ciel ©2002, 135 p. Document préparé par la Fédération canadienne des enseignantes et des enseignants. Ce nouveau document captivant présente aux éducatrices et éducateurs canadiens un survol des contextes sociopolitiques dans lesquels le milieu éducationnel a traité, traite et devrait traiter les questions relatives à la bisexualité, à la bispiritualité, à l‚homosexualité et au transgendérisme. La première section du document donne des RENSEIGNEMENTS détaillés, et notamment des stratégies par lesquelles les enseignantes et enseignants ainsi que les communautés scolaires peuvent aborder l‚homophobie et l‚hétérosexisme et faire des écoles des milieux plus sécuritaires pour les élèves, le personnel et les parents. Cette section contient également des plans de cours et des activités pour les élèves et le personnel. La deuxième section du document comprend des HISTOIRES émouvantes d‚éducatrices et d‚éducateurs canadiens de diverses régions du pays. Ces histoires sont empreintes de conseils et d‚encouragements. Finalement, la troisième section présente des RESSOURCES et contient des listes détaillés de matériel pédagogique, d‚organisations intéressées à la question ainsi que de livres et de vidéos à l‚intention des élèves et du personnel enseignant. Par Teacher. $18.50. 9 LA 9545 Coastal Creatures produced by Engaging Science, a joint venture of the H.R. Macmillan Space Centre, Science World BC, and the Vancouver Aquarium Marine Science Centre, ©2002 39 p. This resource package explores how bizarre and wondrous animals and plants thrive in British Columbia’s rich coastal waters. Includes fun and easy hands-on classroom activities to get "up close and personal" with fish, investigates the lifestyles of the tiny and planktonic, and models how whales communicate. Students will discover how much can be learned about animals by relating their form and function, and grasp the animals' connections to each other, to their ecosystems and to themselves. Grades K–7 $11 10 LA S63 Beach Explorations by Gloria Snively. This resource guide enables any teacher–beginner to expert–to help students understand basic seashore ecology. How is a surf-swept sandy beach different from a protected sandy beach? How is a mud flat different from a salt marsh or an estuary? This resource book teaches students basic marine ecology concepts: habitat, tidal cycle, predator and prey, microscopic plankton, life cycles, food relationships, limiting factors, adaptation, succession, zonation, and above all, conservation. Students develop basic inquiry skills, including how to collect and identify plankton, use microscopes, conduct beach studies, keep a field notebook, and much more. Besides a glossary of illustrated terms, this resource book contains 39 blackline masters for making transparencies and 15 students worksheets. Grades 5–10 $34.95 Many curriculum resources and information are available at www.bcalmer.ca/. For a complete listing of over 1000 BCTF Lesson Aids, consult the cataloque in your school library or the Lesson Aids online catalogue. bctf.ca/LessonAids To order any of the above lesson aids, enclose a cheque payable to the BCTF or authorized purchase order to BCTF Lesson Aids Service 100-550 West 6th Avenue, Vancouver, BC V5Z 4P2. GST and postage/ handling are included in the prices. Orders are sent by return mail. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "Eid Mubarak to all those celebrating in BC!" @bcliberals - 06:52pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8074&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 7, May/June 2005 Looking back 70 years agoOne of the many unfortunate effects of the depression in British Columbia has been the virtual compulsory segregation of unemployed men in relief camps in various parts of the province. Winter is a trying time for these men, due to weather conditions, which do not allow them to engage in the usual routine of outdoor work and sport. Last week, in an effort to alleviate conditions in the camps, correspondence courses in technical subjects were inaugurated by the Vancouver Technical School. – The BC Teacher, May 1935 50 years ago The worst enemies of the schools are the other media of education, the press, cheap literature, radio, television, and the movies. For these too often feed the imagination without demanding intellectual effort or contributing to the improvement of the person. They offer an environment that is too often cheap and vulgar, ringing the changes on sex and violence. If my thesis is correct that personalities are developed from the material selected from the environment, then these media of entertainment play a vital role in shaping the lives of our people. It is unfortunate that the selection of the material offered is so often determined by the profit motive, that many owners of these media and the advertising agencies lack a greater sense of social responsibility. – The B.C. Teacher, May/June 1955 30 years ago The most dominant characteristic of teachers is their gutlessness. If that provokes you, well and good. Angry people are sometimes not as gutless as they would otherwise be. In a profession that offers a very high degree of security there is little excuse for timidity, but teachers are frightened to a ridiculous extreme. In many schools administrators persist in practices that many of the staff see as educationally unhealthy, but nothing is done to change the situation. Until enough teachers are prepared to be unpopular with students, with their colleagues, with parents, and with the administrative hierarchy, the public school system will move farther and farther into confusion and difficulties. – The B.C. Teacher, May/June 1975 10 years ago Last spring, with the stroke of a pen, Mike Harcourt and friends forced us to abandon familiar routes and move into new territory with only the sketchiest of maps. Representatives from BCPSEA (B.C. Public Sector Employers’ Association) reinforced that sense of newness when they invited us to participate in a different approach to bargaining. Unfortunately, BCPSEA’s actions fall short of their rhetoric. – Teacher, May/June 1995 Chris Bocking, Keating Elementary School, Saanich)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/issues/research.aspx?id=5838&printPage=true,BCTF > ESL/ESD enrolments as a percentage of total school enrolment, ranked Nanaimo  	Untitled Page  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Issues in Education > Inclusive Education > Research Project ESL/ESD enrolments as a percentage of total school enrolment, ranked Nanaimo School District, October 2002 Nanaimo Schools Total enrolments by school October, 2002 ESL/ESD enrolments ESL/ESD enrolments as % of school total Continuing Education       Continuing Education SD 68 19 0 0% Alternate Settings       5 Acres Alternate (Sept.30 enr.) 40 0 0% Northbrook Learning Centre 71 0 0% Northfield Alternate 36 0 0% VAST Centre 98 0 0% 0 % of Nanaimo students identified as ESL/ESD are enrolled in alternate settings Secondary Schools       Nanaimo District Secondary 1,041 24 2% Dover Bay Secondary 1,639 17 1% John Barsby Community School 796 2 0.25% Wellington Secondary 1,012 1 0.10% Cedar Community Secondary 504 0 0% Ladysmith Secondary 874 0 0% Nanaimo District Secondary - Fr. Imm. 191 0 0% Nanaimo District Secondary - Pr. Cadre 15 0 0% Woodlands Secondary 740 0 0% 8.73% of Nanaimo ESL/ESD students are enrolled in secondary schools Elementary Schools       Princess Royal Elementary 69 36 52% North Oyster Elementary 176 56 32% Quarterway Elementary 128 18 14% Bayview Elementary 214 24 11% Fairview Elementary 367 40 11% Georgia Avenue Elementary 464 52 11% Park Avenue Elementary 286 26 9% Hammond Bay Elementary 12 1 8% Forest Park Elementary 285 21 7% Ladysmith Intermediate 367 24 7% Coal Tyee Elementary 318 19 6% Dufferin Crescent Elementary 223 11 5% North Cedar Intermediate 260 14 5% Cilaire Elementary 188 7 4% Princess Anne Elementary 105 4 4% Seaview Elementary 298 11 4% Waterloo Elementary 94 4 4% Departure Bay Elementary 260 8 3% McGirr Elementary 451 13 3% Mount Benson Elementary 229 7 3% Randerson Ridge Elementary 347 12 3% Rock City Elementary 328 11 3% Woodbank Primary 230 8 3% Chase River Elementary 202 5 2% Pleasant Valley Elementary 286 6 2% Uplands Park Elementary 311 7 2% Brechin Elementary 201 2 1% Frank J. Ney Elementary 247 2 1% Ladysmith Primary 316 4 1% Mountain View Elementary 424 5 1% Rutherford Community School 378 2 1% Cinnabar Valley Elementary 178 0 0% Davis Road Elementary 127 0 0% Gabriola Elementary 235 0 0% Hammond Bay Elem - Fr. Imm. 146 0 0% Harewood Elementary - Fr. Imm. 111 0 0% Pauline Haarer Elementary - Fr. Imm. 259 0 0% Quarterway Elementary - Fr. Imm. 151 0 0% South Wellington Elementary 100 0 0% 91.26% of Nanaimo ESL/ESD students are enrolled in elementary schools TOTALS 16,428 504 3% SOURCES: Total enrolments: District enrolment summary report: District annual student enrolments - for the month of October, 2002 (dated Nov. 1/02) ESL enrolments: (Form 1701) Language enrolment by school, as at September 30, 2002 (M. of Ed. echo report dated Oct. 17/02))
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media jthornthwaite last tweet "MLA @douglas_horne thanking @colemancountry for his work w/ housing for BC @LindaReimerMLA @bcliberals http://t.co/zR6bdVGcRI" @jthornthwaite - 02:03am Follow @jthornthwaite BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/issues/resources.aspx?id=12328,BCTF Teaching to Diversity > Resources - General (part 2)  	Untitled Page  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Issues in Education > Inclusive Education > Teaching to Diversity Resources – General (part 2) Categories: Part 1 General ADHD Autism Behaviour Bullying & conflict resolution Positive Behavioural Support Chronic health Deaf and hard of hearing Deafblind Down Syndrome ESL FASD    Part 2 (on this page) Gifted Instruction and management Learning disabilities Mental health Multiple intelligence Nonverbal learning disabilities Physical disabilities Processing disorders Students at risk Tourette Syndrome Visual impairment UDL/Differentiated  Gifted Gifted Education - A Resource Guide for Teachers Ministry of Education Special Education Resouce Guide This resource guide helps educators develop and maintain meaningful programs for exceptionally talented and gifted students. Association for Educators of Gifted, Talented and Creative Children in B.C. 11 articles or pamphlets on several topics and issues associated with gifted education including: Acceleration, The Affective Domain, Cluster Grouping, Gifted/Learning Disabled, Leadership, The Mathematically Gifted, Mentorships, Myths of Giftedness, Self-Directed Learning, and Underachievement. ERIC Digests These are short reports (1500-2000 words) that provide a basic overview, plus pertinent references; available from their web site: ERIC directory - www.ericdigests.org/eric-digests.html. E574: Dual Exceptionalities (1999)  Gifted Kids, Gifted Characters, and Great Books by Bertie Kingore The annotated bibliography in this article focuses on the following three criteria: the books are written by authors of merit; each book contains well-developed characters who display gifted behaviors; and the stories include thought-provoking problem situations, issues, or personal needs with which gifted students can identify. Gifted Students Talking about Special Education Handbooks, written by the First Nations Schools Association and the First Nations Education Steering Committee. For teachers and parents. Written in easy to understand language. Download copies from their publications section on their web site: www.fnsa.ca/programs.htm  High Achiever, Gifted Learner, Creative Thinker by Bertie Kingore A comparison of these three types of learners. The Journey: A Handbook for Parents of Children Who Are Gifted and Talented From Alberta Learning - The Learning Resources Centre This compliments Book 7, "Teaching Students Who Are Gifted and Talented" from the Programming For Students With Special Needs Series This handbook offers information and strategies that parents can use to nurture their childs learning and emotional well-being at home, in school, and in the community. 2003 Lower Mainland Gifted Contacts Gifted Education coordinators and specialists in the region of Greater Vancouver and the Fraser Valley. Their mission is to create opportunities and environments that recognize, support, and enable the development of the gifted and talented. Programming For Students With Special Needs (PSSN) Book 7: Teaching Students Who Are Gifted and Talented From Alberta Learning - The Learning Resources Centre Addresses administration of programs at both the district and school levels; conceptions of giftedness; identification including gathering and recording data; developing individualized program plans; communication and involving parents; and giftedness in the visual and performing arts. 2000 (K-12) Reading Instruction for the Primary Gifted Learner by Bertie Kingore What are some appropriate reading strategies for advanced readers? Teaching Gifted Kids in the Regular Classroom by Susan Winebrenner This book provides answers to teachers who recognize that their students have been unchallenged in the regular classroom, but aren’t certain how to provide them with appropriately interesting and in-depth curriculum. It also provides the rationale for the need for special curriculum for gifted children. 2nd edition includes a chapter on parenting gifted children, and more reproducibles. Available in CD. Free Spirit Publishing Inc. ISBN 1-57542-089-9 Instruction and management Memory Tips for Students - There is a lot to remember in school. These tips will help students to keep the facts firmly in mind. Reading Software: Finding the Right Program Since different reading software applications contain different features, it is important that students are matched with software that best meets their specific needs. LD Online has identified five web-based resources that contain detailed information on reading software programs and address specific needs of students with special needs in reading. The Special Education Teacher This video clip was created by the Special Education Association of BC. It gives a very good overview of the roles and responsibilities of the special education teacher in supporting students with special needs. It demonstrates the continuum of service, and the breadth of service as students develop and change over the school years. ERIC Digests These are short reports (1500-2000 words) that provide a basic overview, plus pertinent references; available from their web site: ERIC directory - www.ericdigests.org/eric-digests.html. E615: Access to the General Education Curriculum for Students with Disabilities  E645: Adapting Language Arts, Social Studies, and Science Materials for the Inclusive Classroom (2003)  E646: Applications of Participatory Action Research with Students who Have Disabilities (2003)  E623: Assistive Technology for Students with Mild Disabilities: Update 2002  E565: Beginning Reading (1998)  E613: Conditions of Teaching Children with Exceptional Learning Needs: The Bright Futures Report (2001)  E545: Coping with Stress in the Special Education Classroom: Can Individual Teachers More Effectively Manage Stress? (1997)  E586: Curriculum Access and Universal Design for Learning (1999)  E626: Developing Social Competence for All Students (2002)  E650: Diagnosing Communication Disorders in Culturally and Linguistically Diverse Students (2003)  E608: Five Homework Strategies for Teaching Students with Disabilities (2001)  E571: Functional Behavior Assessment and Behavior Intervention Plans (1998)  E628: Helping Students with Disabilities Participate in Standards-Based Mathematics Curriculum (2002)  E625: Helping Students with Disabilities Succeed in State and District Writing Assessments (2002)  E597: Improving Post-School Outcomes for Students with Emotional and Behavioral Disorders (2000)  E564: Including Students with Disabilities in Large-Scale Testing: Emerging Practices (1998)  E568: Integrating Assistive Technology Into the Standard Curriculum (1998)  E577: Learning Strategies (1999)  E587: Paraeducators: Factors That Influence Their Performance, Development, and Supervision (1999)  E593: Planning Student-Directed Transitions to Adult Life (2000)  E580: Positive Behavior Support and Functional Assessment (1999)  E633: Promoting the Self-Determination of Students with Severe Disabilities (2002)  E609: Public Charter Schools and Students with Disabilities (2001)  E616: Research on Full-Service Schools and Students with Disabilities (2001)  E563: School-Wide Behavioral Management Systems (1998)  E632: Self-Determination and the Education of Students with Disabilities (2002)  E585: Special Education in Alternative Education Programs (1999)  E599: Strategic Processing of Text:Improving Reading Comprehension for Students with Learning Disabilities (2000)  E638: Strategy Instruction (2002)  E579: Student Groupings for Reading Instruction (1999)  E621: Students with Disabilities in Correctional Facilities (2001)  E627: Substance Abuse Prevention and Intervention for Students with Disabilities: A Call to Educators (2002)  E642: Supporting Paraeducators: A Summary of Current Practices (2003)  E647: Teaching Decision Making to Students with Learning Disabilities by Promoting Self-Determination (2003)  E590: Teaching Expressive Writing To Students with Learning Disabilities (1999)  E605: The Individualized Family Service Plan (IFSP) (2000)  E592: The Link Between Functional Behavioral Assessments (FBAs) and Behavioral Intervention Plans (BIPs) (2000)  E641: Universally Designed Instruction (2003)  E639: Using Scaffolded Instruction to Optimize Learning (2002)  E572: Violence and Aggression in Children and Youth (1998)  E635: What Does a Principal Need to Know About Inclusion? (2002)  E602: Youth Aggression and Violence: Risk, Resilience, and Prevention (2000)    Learning disabilities Top 7 Picks Teaching Students with Learning and Behavioural Differences - A Resource Guide for Teachers Ministry of Education Special Education Resource Guide This manual is designed to support teachers as they strive to help students with learning and behavioural difficulties succeed in the classroom. Especially recommended is the section called "Especially for Teachers." Teaching LD Especially recommended is the section titled "Teaching How-To's." Understanding Learning Disability Learning Disabilities Association of Canada. Learning Disabilities on Line LD Online is an interactive guide to learning disabilities for parents, teachers, and children. LD OnLine is the official site of The Coordinated Campaign for Learning Disabilities. LD Online provides articles on a wide range of topics, national calendar of events, network of resources, artwork and writings by children, parents, and other individuals, and much more. Math Disability: An Overview by Diane Pedrotty Bryant An expert explains what a math disability is, the underlying causes, and how it impacts kids at various grade levels. Reading and the Brain LD OnLine offers these videos to show you how the brain works when a person is reading. Sit with scientists and watch as they study children - and start to unlock the mysteries of how the brain processes sounds and letters. Writing Strategies to Help Students: Guides for Teachers, Tutors, and Parents Find out the reasons for students' trouble and learn some tried-and-true techniques that really work to improve writing. This article examines some of the issues that frustrate students with writing difficulties, and offers many practical strategies. These issues include: working memory, story size, sloppiness and understanding.   ABC's of LD/ADHD LD Online Assistive Technology for Kids With Learning Disabilities - An Overview If your child has a learning disability, she may benefit from assistive technology tools that play to her strengths and work around her challenges. Coaching kids with LD and AD/HD in sports entails considerable challenge and reward for parents and coaches alike. When you offer your child insight and strategies to guide him through the hurdles, sports participation can be a positive experience for your child. Dissecting Dyslexia: Genetic causes and educational solutions Recent studies suggest that the reading difficulties that people with dyslexia experience are caused by "faulty wiring" in certain areas of the brain, due, at least in part, to genetics. Early screening for such variations would make it possible to provide timely and appropriate intensive intervention. This intervention can aid children to overcome their disability and to learn to read at an acceptable level. Dyslexia — An Overview by Jan Baumel You've heard the term "dyslexia" and wonder if it applies to your child who's struggling in school. How can you tell if she has this language-based learning disability? ERIC Digests These are short reports (1500-2000 words) that provide a basic overview, plus pertinent references; available from their web site: ERIC directory - www.ericdigests.org/eric-digests.html. E539: Academic Interventions for Children with Dyslexia Who Have Phonological Core Deficits (1995)  E540: Beginning Reading and Phonological Awareness for Students with Learning Disabilities (1995)  E574: Dual Exceptionalities (1999)  E479: Gifted But Learning Disabled: A Puzzling Paradox (1990)  E624: Learning Disabilities Overview: Update 2002  E618: Teaching College Students with Learning Disabilities (2001)  E603: The Warning Signs of Learning Disabilities (2000)    Friendship and Stories: Using Children's Literature to Teach Friendship Skills to Children with Learning Disabilities by Katherine L. DeGeorge Helping Children with Executive Functioning Problems to Manage Physical Impulsiveness Want your students to stop grabbing things, pushing, and shoving? Teaching techniques you can implement right now. fHelping Teens Develop Daily Living Skills In this exclusive series of articles, Arlyn Roffman, Ph.D., an expert on transition issues, explains why kids with learning disabilities often struggle to learn basic daily living skills. She also shows how parents can help their kids succeed by providing explicit instruction and practice in the following skill areas: Shopping for and preparing food Housekeeping Managing money and being a wise consumer Travel and transportation Healthy lifestyle, hobbies, and recreation   Is It a Reading Disorder or Developmental Lag? By: Susan Hall, M.B.A. How do parents know if their child's reading delay is a real problem or simply a "developmental lag?" How long should parents wait before seeking help if their child is struggling with reading? Kurzweil 3000TM is the comprehensive reading, writing and learning software solution for any struggling reader, including individuals with learning difficulties, such as dyslexia, attention deficit disorder, or those who are English Language Learners. Access to Any Curriculum - The software can access virtually any information, whether it is printed, electronic, or on the Web. Because Kurzweil 3000 is also content independent, teachers in elementary schools, middle schools, high schools, and colleges alike use it to help students succeed in the classroom regardless of curriculum or lesson plan. LD Resources This site provides a collection of articles, Web site links, and organization contacts for people with learning disabilities. The Learning Disabilities Association of Canada Since 1963, we have provided understanding and support to people with learning disabilities, their parents, teachers and other professionals. Working with our network of provincial/territorial and local partners, we provide cutting edge information on learning disabilities, practical solutions, and tools you can use Lee Pesky Learning Center A non-profit, educational organization specializing in helping individuals with learning disabilities. Teachers at the Center work with approximately 75 students a week, providing assessment, one-on-one specialized instruction and counseling to children and adults with learning differences. The Center has expanded its services to provide classes in social skills, study skills, and Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder. Through the distance-learning video conferencing facility, the Center offers literacy education to teachers throughout Idaho. A Parents Guide to Reducing Stress by Catherine Camley, LDABC - North Fraser Parents of children with learning disabilities offer the following suggestions to help make those homework sessions go a little smoother for everyone. Programming For Students With Special Needs (PSSN) Book 6: Teaching Students With Learning Disabilities From Alberta Learning - The Learning Resources Centre Provides practical strategies for regular classroom and special education teachers. Discusses topics from the conceptual model and applications, to identification and program planning and assessment and to addressing other learning disabilities. 1996 (K-12) Provincial Software Acquisition Program SET-BC PSAP is a purchasing and preferential pricing program that enables BC school districts to acquire software products designed to help students with disabilities improve their reading and writing skills. The software products are useful for students with high incidence and low incidence disabilities. Reading Problems in Middle School and High School Students By: Kevin Feldman, Ed.D. What happens to kids with delayed reading skills when they enter middle and high school? Are accommodations in the classroom enough? Is it too late to teach reading? Risk and Resilience in People with Learning Disabilities Read what research says about "protective factors" that help kids with LD succeed despite challenges. Social Competence and the Child with Learning Disabilities These tips and answers to common questions are from the Teacher's Guide to Last One Picked ... First One Picked On: Learning Disabilities and Social Skills with Richard Lavoie. Social Skills: The Bottom Line for Adult LD Success by Marnell L. Hayes There are many aspects of social skills that are especially important in adult relationships. This article addresses relevant topics including body-space awareness, organizational skills, reading facial expressions and understanding vocal cues. SparkTop.org Helps kids with learning difficulties feel better about themselves -- by giving them information about their learning problems, helping them recognize their unique strengths, showcasing their creativity, and connecting them to other kids who struggle with learning. Successful People with LD and/or AD/HD Did you know that many successful and famous people grew up with learning disabilities (LD) and/or Attention-Deficit/Hyperactivity Disorder (AD/HD)? Actress Whoopi Goldberg, business leader Charles Schwab, and Olympic diver Greg Louganis, to name a few, are all inspirations. Talk with your child about some of these successful people whose interests he/she shares or whose accomplishments he/she may admire. This will help her/him understand that she's/he's not alone with her/his struggles and will foster hope for her/ his future goals. Teaching Kids with LD (and ADHD) to Drive: A Complex Family Matter All parents worry when their children reach driving age and blurt out the inevitable question, "When can I get my license?" But for those of us whose children are distractible, hyperactive, impulsive, or learning disabled (LD), the question is much more complex. Not only is it worrisome to think of the impact of these qualities on mastering the driver's education manual on the rules of the road, and the written test covering copious material that must be memorized, but the idea of a new driver with any sort of disability that impacts concentration taking to the road in a two-ton vehicle can be downright frightening. Understanding Bullying and Its Impact on Kids with Learning Disabilities or AD/HD by Marlene Snyder Understanding Learning Disabilities, How Difficult Can This Be? : The F.A.T. City Workshop PBS Video [distributor] Presented by Richard D. Lavoie, this workshop shows how the classroom can be such an intimidating place for children with learning disabilities. He leads parents, educators, psychologists and children through experiences that lead to the Frustration, Anger, and Tension (F.A.T.) that learning disabled children experience daily. By coming to an better understanding of the issues surrounding learning disabilities, viewers will learn strageties for working more effectively with LD students. Available for loan to BCTF members from the BCTF Video Library. For more information, see the BCTF Videotape Database. Using Technology to Enhance the Writing Processes of Students with Learning Disabilities by Charles A. MacArthur Voiceprint Canada A non-profit service established to remove barriers to the media for vision impaired and print-restricted Canadians. Access 15 years of news from local and national newspapers using Voiceprint Canada. What is Executive Functioning? Some children just can't seem to "get it together." They have trouble gathering materials to start an assignment, finding their clothes to get dressed in the morning, and deciding which task to do first. A list of executive functions includes: Inhibition, Shift, Emotional Control, Initiation, Working memory, Planning/Organization and Self-Monitoring. Mental health Anxiety  The resources on this list are selected based on parent and child feedback from the collection at the Family Resource Centres at McMaster Children’s Hospital. Re-circulated by BC Ministry for Children and Family Development. Anxiety among Kids with LD: Three Clinical Psychologists Discuss Causes and Symptoms Research shows that children and adolescents with learning disabilities (LD) may experience increased levels of anxiety compared to young people without LD. This article helps to give a better understanding of these issues as three clinical psychologists are interviewed to share their expertise. BC FRIENDS for Life: The FRIENDS program is a school-based anxiety prevention and resiliency skill-building program, sponsored by the Ministry of Children and Family Development (MCFD). There is also a FRIENDS Parent Program, teaching parents about anxiety and ways to reinforce the FRIENDS skills at home.  BC Mental Health Fact Sheets These articles are researched using the best available evidence and are written in magazine style complete with statistics, interviews and sidebars, and are intended for people with only basic knowledge about mental health or substance use problems. These fact sheets cover a wide range of mental health and substance use issues from schizophrenia or stress to eating disorders or tobacco addiction. There are also population-specific articles for issues of particular relevance to seniors, children and youth, and ethnocultural groups. Do I Worry?- suggestions to help work with worried students  by Edward M. Hallowell SEA Crosscurrents Magazine, Fall 2000, Page 35 Educating the Child with Bipolar Disorder by the Child and Adolescent Bipolar Foundation - includes successful teaching strategies and accommodations. Fact Sheets on Mental Health and Addictions Issues by the Canadian Mental Health Association - BC Division The Primer is a series of 42 separate fact sheets introducing the public to various mental health and addictions topics. Here to Help PDF A group of seven leading provincial mental health and addictions nonprofit agencies are working together as the BC Partners for Mental Health and Addictions Information. This site has lots of articles, publications, fact sheets and links to resources on the topic of mental health. How Parents Can Help Children Who Are Anxious by Roberta J. Goldberg, Kenneth Herman, and Bruce Hirsch The second in this series, this article focuses on approaches parents can use to help their children with LD who are experiencing anxiety. Mood Problems and Depression The resources on this list are selected based on parent and child feedback from the collection at the Family Resource Centres at McMaster Children’s Hospital. Re-circulated by BC Ministry for Children and Family Development. Oregon Resiliency Project (ORP) A research, training, and outreach effort aimed at promoting social and emotional learning, teaching resiliency skills, and preventing depression, anxiety, and related mental health concerns among children and youth. Programming For Students With Special Needs (PSSN) Book 8: Teaching Students with Emotional Disorders and/or Mental Illness From Alberta Learning - The Learning Resources Centre This resource takes a comprehensive look at six emotional disorders or mental illnesses: eating, anxiety, depression, schizophrenia, oppositional defiant and conduct disorders. It describes the characteristics, symptoms and risk factors that may be triggers. 2000 Strong Kids A scripted curriculum developed to promote social and emotional learning and resiliency with children in grades 4-8. Developed by the Oregon Resiliency Project. Strong Teens A scripted curriculum developed to promote social and emotional learning and resiliency with adolescents in grades 9-12 (or ages 14-18). Developed by the Oregon Resiliency Project. Taking Care: Child and Youth Mental Health Mental illness has become one of the most significant health issues facing children and youth today. This multimedia resource sheds light on the issue and offers practical tools to understand the challenges and access support. It focuses on depression, anxiety and psychosis. Videos are available through the National Film Board. Teaching Students with Mental Health Disorders: Resources for Teachers Volume 1 - Eating Disorders Ministry of Education Special Education Resouce Guide This resource is intended to support the classroom teacher who is teaching a student with an eating disorder by providing insight into this complicated health and mental health condition. It is designed to support teachers in acquiring the knowledge, skills and attitudes needed to allow them to feel confident in responding in a positive and proactive manner to students with eating disorders. Teaching Students with Mental Health Disorders - Resources for Teachers Volume 2 - Depression Ministry of Education Special Education Resouce Guide This resource guide has been developed to help educators: access basic information about students with depression, achieve a realistic awareness about depression in children and youth, learn background information to assist in identifying early warning signs so that appropriate referrals to physicians or mental health professionals can be made, and develop strategies for supporting students with depression. Multiple intelligence How Are Kids Smart, Multiple Intelligences In The Classroom National Professional Resources, Inc. This production on Multiple Intelligence (M.I.) features Dr. Howard Gardner working with students and teachers in the Fuller Elementary School M.I. program in Gloucester, Ma. The viewer can learn about M.I. theory and myths and also observe how teachers in the Fuller program incorporated M.I. theory into their classrooms and community. "A must for every classroom teacher struggling with the challenges of increasing diversity, inclusion of students with special needs and the move toward heterogenous grouping." Available for loan to BCTF members from the BCTF Video Library. For more information, see the BCTF Videotape Database. Mel Levine –“All Kinds of Minds” When general lesson interventions fall short of an individual’s learning needs, there is a wealth of support and help in the Learning Library section of Levine’s web site including: Thinking with numbers, Mastering the challenges of reading, Getting thoughts on paper, Developing control over attention, Acquiring motor mastery, Understanding ideas, Producing and communicating ideas, Getting organized and having good work habits,9. Learning to relate to others     Nonverbal learning disabilities ERIC Digests These are short reports (1500-2000 words) that provide a basic overview, plus pertinent references; available from their web site: ERIC directory - www.ericdigests.org/eric-digests.html. E619: Nonverbal Learning Disability: How to Recognize It and Minimize Its Effects (2001)    From LD Online The Syndrome of Nonverbal Learning Disabilities: Clinical Description and Applied Aspects This paper presents a clinical description of the syndrome based on a review of the relevant literature. The relevance of this disorder in educational settings is emphasized. Applied recommendations for evaluation, diagnosis, and treatment are offered. In addition, a clinical case example, along with supporting evaluation data, is provided. Students with Nonverbal Learning DisabilitiesTo understand the difficulties they face and to help them to make the best of their assets while minimizing the effects of their weaknesses, we need to recognize the syndrome and its implications. Interpretation of Facial Expressions of Affect in Children with Learning Disabilities with Verbal or Nonverbal DeficitsThis research studies the ability to identify facial expressions of happiness, sadness, anger, surprise, fear, and disgust in 48 nondisabled children and 76 children with learning disabilities aged 9 through 12. Nonverbal learning Disabilities: A Physician's StoryA personal story by Jacqueline Earle-Cruickshanks, M.S., M.A., Director of Instructional Services and Professional Development. Nonverbal Learning Disorders, Sue Thompson, M.A., C.E.T. This article describes the term Nonverbal Learning Disorder and gives general characteristics in areas of motoric, visual-spatial-organizational, and social development. The article provides ideas for compensation, accommodations, modifications and strategies to lessen daily stress for the child. Nonverbal Learning Disorders Revisited in 1997, Sue Thompson, M.A., C.E.T. This is an updated article to Nonverbal Learning Disorders. The article covers the progression of Nonverbal Learning Disorders, frequent misdiagnosed children and misconceptions about Nonverbal Learning Disorders. Neurobehavioral Characteristics Seen in the Classroom - Developing an Educational Plan for the Student with NLD, Sue Thompson, MA, C.E.T. A guide for educators involved in planning for students with NLD, including a listing of ten common neurobehavioral characteristics of NLD and suggestions for teacher intervention which should be considered when developing an individualized educational plan. Stress, Anxiety, Panic, and Phobias: Secondary to NLD, Sue Thompson, M.A., C.E.T. An overview of the secondary internalizing disorders such as stress, anxiety and panic, as well as debilitating phobias that may develop in school- aged child with NLD.   Physical disabilities Abilitations Brings fun and function together for physical therapy, occupational therapy, speech therapy, special education and adapted physical education. A wide variety of products available. The web site also includes articles on: adapted play, advocacy, assisted living, aquatics and fine motor. The BC Epilepsy Society offers a variety of resources and services to assist teachers and other school personnel in supporting the learning and psycho-social needs of students with seizures. These include educational workshops for school staff or students, classroom resource kits, and information materials. It is estimated that 30-40% of children with epilepsy have cognitive difficulties; this can lead to various academic and social problems. However, within these formative years, teachers and students are in a unique position to help children and youth with epilepsy develop a positive and healthy attitude towards themselves and their learning. For more information on the Partners in Teaching program, email outreach@bcepilepsy.com or call 604-875-6704. Dyspraxia is a term that refers to a specific disorder in the area of motor skill development. People with dyspraxia have difficulty planning and completing intended fine motor tasks. It is estimated that as many as 6% of all children show some signs of dyspraxia, and in the general population, about 70% of those affected by dyspraxia are male.  Learn about the effects of dyspraxia and strategies to help. Partners in Teaching program This initiative from the BC Epilepsy Society includes free educational workshops and materials about seizures, first aid, and the related school issues for school staff or students. The goal of this program is to create safe and supportive classrooms for any student who may experience seizures. For more information, individuals can call BC Epilepsy at 604-875-6704, or email them at outreach@bcepilepsy.com. Processing disorders ERIC Digests These are short reports (1500-2000 words) that provide a basic overview, plus pertinent references; available from their web site: ERIC directory - www.ericdigests.org/eric-digests.html. E634: Auditory Processing Disorders: An Overview (2002)    From LD Online Understanding Processing Deficits  Visual and Auditory Processing Disorders by The National Center for Learning Disabilities Visual Processing Disorders: In Detail An explanation of each of the types of visual processing, as well as difficulties observed and helpful strategies. The Uses and Misuses of Processing Tests by Louise Spear-Swerling, PhD, Co-Author Off Track - When Poor Readers Become ‘Learning Disabled’ Central Auditory Processing Disorders (CAPDs) by Judith W. Paton, Audiologist Living and Working with a Central Auditory Disorder (CAPD) by Judith W. Paton, Audiologist What are Central Auditory Processing Problems in Children? A Learning Disabilities Association of America Fact Sheet     Students at risk The BC Epilepsy Society offers a variety of resources and services to assist teachers and other school personnel in supporting the learning and psycho-social needs of students with seizures. These include educational workshops for school staff or students, classroom resource kits, and information materials. It is estimated that 30-40% of children with epilepsy have cognitive difficulties; this can lead to various academic and social problems. However, within these formative years, teachers and students are in a unique position to help children and youth with epilepsy develop a positive and healthy attitude towards themselves and their learning. For more information on the Partners in Teaching program, email outreach@bcepilepsy.com or call 604-875-6704. From the BCTF Video Library For more information, see the BCTF Videotape Database. Children In NeedCED "...people and programs working to change the lives of disadvantaged children. It shows how children can be helped to blossom...students can succeed....American business is becoming an active partner in this process..." The Keys to Motivating and Teaching Youth At Risk, A Three-Video Set For Parents and Those Working With At-Risk Youth National Educational Service "A three-video set for parents and those working with at-risk youth." The Mind Of A Child, Children On the Edge ; Working With Children Affected By Poverty, Racism and War Face to face Media Ltd. in association with the National Film Board of Canada [et al.] This inspiring documentary chronicles the work of First Nations education specialist Lorna Williams, a member of the St'at'yemc Nation. Her mission: to help aboriginal children strive beyond mere "survival" by overcoming the multiple learning challenges created by their social, pedagogical and economic environments. It also features the noted Jewish educator and psychologist Reuven Feuerstein, whose work with children of the Holocaust provided him with an understanding of how "cultural transmission" becomes a critical component of children's cognitive development. This understanding subsequently became the basis of his "mediated learning theory," successfully used by educators world wide and by Lorna in her present work as she sets out to create strategies / programs that strengthen "at risk" children's inherent intelligence and learning abilities. Reclaiming Youth At Risk, Our Hope For The Future National Educational Service This production illustrates how the "Reclaiming" concepts of Belonging, Mastery, Independence, and Generosity have been used successfully in two schools and two residential treatment centers.   ChildTrauma Academy A not-for-profit organization based in Houston, Texas. Their goal is to help improve the lives of traumatized and maltreated children and their families. They do so by working to improve the systems that educate, nurture, protect and enrich these children. Video Series 1: “Understanding Traumatized and Maltreated Children” is a seven-part series featuring Bruce D. Perry, M.D., Ph.D. and hosted by Art Linkletter. Comprehensive information is presented by Dr. Perry on the primary problems facing maltreated children and dynamic approaches for effective caregiving for professionals and lay people alike. Video Series 2: “The Six Core Strengths for Healthy Childhood Development” is also a seven-part series featuring Bruce D. Perry, M.D., Ph.D. Each program focuses on a key skill and ways to help children acquire that skill, critical to healthy child development: Attachment, Self Regulation, Affiliation, Attunement, Tolerance and Respect. Free articles for download: The Neurodevelopmental Impact of Violence in Childhood by Bruce D. Perry, M.D., Ph.D Neurobiological Sequelae of Childhood Trauma Post-traumatic Stress Disorders in Children   by Bruce D. Perry, M.D., Ph.D. Post-traumatic Stress Disorders in Children and Adolescent by Bruce D. Perry, M.D., Ph.D. and Ishnella Azad   Tourette Syndrome National Institute of Neurological Disorders and Stroke: Tourette Syndrome Fact Sheet    Tictionary - A Reference Guide to the World of Tourette Syndrome, Asperger Syndrome, Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder and Obsessive Compulsive Disorder for Parents and Professionals Order on line: www.joshuacenter.com $30.00 US Funds plus $5.00 shipping and handling. Tourette Syndrome Foundation of Canada Resource Centre  Visual impairment Students with Visual Impairments Ministry of Education Special Education Resource Guide This resource guide provides basic information, and teaching strategies to broaden your awareness of the feelings and the educational needs of your student with a visual impairment. The Provincial Resource Centre for the Visually Impaired PRCVI is a Ministry of Education Provincial Resource Program, hosted by the Vancouver School Board (VSB). The mission of the PRCVI is to provide leadership, information, training and consultation to support school districts' goals of equitable access and enhanced learning opportunities for students with visual impairments. The primary function of the PRCVI is to provide British Columbia school districts and Group 1 & 2 Independent schools with alternate formats of provincially recommended learning resources and with specialized equipment to support the educational needs of students with visual impairments. A second responsibility is to support school districts by providing training and inservice opportunities for teachers of students with visual impairments. Thirdly, PRCVI provides to schools, on a cost recovery basis, access to its audiotape and E-text collection for use by students with a print disability. The Blind Fragging the Blind by David Cohn Michael Feir is an avid gamer. He spent so much time playing games in college he created his own online gaming magazine. But Feir doesn't play the best-selling games and has never seen World of Warcraft -- he's blind. It doesn't matter. A growing library of computer games has been built specially for blind gamers, using sound instead of visuals to let players know what's going on around them. Cortical visual impairment in young children Sunny Hill Health Centre for Children - on line pamphlet Information to assist parents and caregivers of a child with Cortical Visual Impairment (CVI). Kurzweil 3000TM is the comprehensive reading, writing and learning software solution for any struggling reader, including individuals with learning difficulties, such as dyslexia, attention deficit disorder, or those who are English Language Learners. Access to Any Curriculum - The software can access virtually any information, whether it is printed, electronic, or on the Web. Because Kurzweil 3000 is also content independent, teachers in elementary schools, middle schools, high schools, and colleges alike use it to help students succeed in the classroom regardless of curriculum or lesson plan. Orientation and mobility parent information Sunny Hill Health Centre for Children - on line pamphlet Information on the development of travel skills for children who are blind or have a visual impairment. This training is guided by the natural stages of a child’s development. Programming For Students With Special Needs (PSSN) Book 5: Teaching Students With Visual Impairments From Alberta Learning - The Learning Resources Centre Offers basic information to help provide successful school experiences for blind or visually impaired students. It addresses: the nature of visual impairment; educational implications; specific needs; instructional strategies; importance of orientation and mobility instruction; use of technology. 1996 (K-12) Learning Ally  formerly Recording for the Blind and the Dyslexic (RFB&D)  A national educational library for those with print disabilities. For individuals living outside of the U.S., you may register as an individual member, but you may only borrow books that are in RFB&D's Classic Cassettes format. SET-BC Learning Centre (Special Education Technology British Columbia) — choose Vision A Strong Beginning - A Sourcebook for Health and Education Professionals Working with Young Children who are Visually Impaired or Blind Canadian National Institute for the Blind (CNIB) Provides new curriculum material on vision impairment, includes functional vision assessment, transition to school, practical tips to give parents, and much more. To order, contact the Technical Aids Centre of your local CNIB office. See office listings at www.cnib.ca. Product number 30-03-00-320. $39.95 Cdn. Voiceprint Canada A non-profit service established to remove barriers to the media for vision impaired and print-restricted Canadians. Access 15 years of news from local and national newspapers using Voiceprint Canada. Universal Design for Learning/Differentiated Learning BCTF Teaching to Diversity Differentiated Learning  CAST Introductory videos UDL at a glance   UDL, Brain research and learner diversity videos     Ministry of Education Spring 2010 Diversity newsletter   SET BC: BC Universal design for learning project: Introduction   BCUDL Resource list     Special Ed Association (a BCTF PSA) Wiki on Differentiated Instruction   UDL Resource and discussion wiki Sample UDL unit: To kill a Mockingbird      See also Part 1 for more general resources. Last updated October, 2011  About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "Eid Mubarak to all those celebrating in BC!" @bcliberals - 06:52pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=22395&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 23, Number 5, March 2011   Special resolutions to the 2011 AGM Constitution and By-laws Resolution 101  That the BCTF Constitution and Policies be amended to clarify that: That By-law 6.7 (second paragraph) be amended by replacing the phrase “to hold and exercise the voting right of the voting card or cards that she/he has been assigned” with “who shall have the same duties and powers as those of a regular Local Representative.” Health, welfare, and safety of teachers Recommendation 16  That procedure 13.C.02–3.2 (b) be amended by deleting “or psychiatrist.” Recommendation 17  That Procedure 13.C.02–14.1 in its entirety, be replaced with: For a claimant to remain eligible to receive benefits, any return to normal employment duties on a part-time basis must be recommended by a physician and approved by the plan administrator. The plan administrator’s decision is subject to review by the Salary Indemnity Plan Committee. Recommendation 18 That procedure 13.C.02–14.4 be deleted. Recommendation 19  That procedure 13.C.02–15.1 in its entirety, be replaced with: For a claimant to remain eligible to receive benefits, any remunerative employment other than the claimant’s normal employment duties must be recommended by a physician and approved by the plan administrator. The plan administrator’s decision is subject to review by the Salary Indemnity Plan Committee. Recommendation 20  That Procedure 13.C.02–17.1 (a) and (b) be amended by deleting “physical or mental.” Recommendation 21  That Procedure 13.C.02–17.4 be amended by replacing “an organic disease or a mental or nervous disorder.” with “a physical or mental illness or injury.” Recommendation 22  That procedure 13.C.02–19.4 (e) in its entirety, be replaced with: the amount of the Accommodation Employment Offset (“Offset”). The Offset is intended to ensure that total income from accommodation employment and the Salary Indemnity Plan does not exceed the employment income before the disability occurred. “Net Employment Income” in a month, whether before or after the disability has occurred, is equal to the gross employment income in that month, minus the deductions under the Income Tax Act, the Canada Pension Plan Act, the Employment Insurance Act and the Teachers’ Pension Plan Act. If the total of New Employment Income from accommodation employment (as described in Regulation 23) and the gross benefit from the Salary Indemnity Plan is greater than the Net Employment Income before the disability occurred, the benefit from the Salary Indemnity Plan shall be reduced. After the reduction, the New Employment Income from the accommodation employment plus the net benefit from the Salary Indemnity Plan will be equal to the Net Employment Income before the disability occurred. This reduction is referred to as the Offset. Recommendation 23  That procedure 13.C.02–23.1 in its entirety, be replaced with: For a claimant to remain eligible to receive benefits, any remunerative employment must be recommended by a physician and approved by the plan administrator. The plan administrator’s decision is subject to review by the Salary Indemnity Plan Committee.)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13068,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 1998 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 11, Number 1, September 1998 Top 10 lesson aids 1 Science K–7 & Multigraded Classrooms: A supplement to the Science K–7 curriculum, Year A.  Susan Martin, K–7 Science Co-ordinator, BCTF, 90p. ©1997. The writing team developed a two-year alternating program with topics unique to the combined classrooms as designated. These topics were developed from commonalities within the prescribed learning outcomes and context statements in the regular K–7 science curriculum. Developed for K/1, 1/2, 2/3, 3/4, 4/5, 5/6 and 6/7 classrooms. LA 8551—$8.75 2 Modified and Adapted Materials Database.  A BCTF research project, 82p. ©1998. A collection of materials that can be used with elementary and secondary students who have learning difficulties. Some useful published materials are also included. The database is designed primarily for use on computer and can be accessed electronically at www.bctf. bc.ca/MAM, suitable for K–12. LA 9912—$6 3 Creative classroom projects for integrating information technology K–7.  Produced by the VSB, ©1997. Includes ideas for using the computer in the classroom or computer lab. It is a collection of classroom projects that successfully integrates the new information technology curriculum in Grades K–7. A variety of themes such as family, owls, explorers, riddles, Egypt and flight can be used. The package gives the teacher many ideas on how to plan computer activities around classroom themes. LA 2101—$14 4 Multi-age classrooms.  Produced by the National Education Association of the U.S., 96p. 1995. Six stories in this resource will assist the teacher team to inspire older students to be mentors; teach integrated thematic lessons; and eliminate retention in grade problems. Teachers will find out how to tailor the curriculum to a mixed-age group, foster co-operative learning, and capitalize on unique group dynamics to enhance student learning. LA PD163—$16.95 5 Teaching to wonder.  Carl Leggo, 144p. ©1997. Intended for secondary English literature teachers and teachers of creative writing and composition. This book is organized around a selection of important contemporary literary theories explained in accessible fashion and linked to teaching strategies in a practical way. It emphasizes contemporary poetry forms that are sure to engage young readers. Each poem is accompanied by a discussion of teaching techniques and suggestions for student activities. Grades 11 and 12. LA 1064—$19.95 6 An adaptive spelling program for the inclusive classroom.  Anne Marie Steele, 17p. 1997. This unit provides teachers with masters and ideas to design a teaching package. It was developed to assist students in learning to spell the core words they most need, and acquire basic spelling rules, yet provide for varied methods and amounts of practise depending on individual use. Included is a sample unit and worksheet template. Grades 17. LA 9911—$3.75 7 Novel study questions for intermediate students.  Tina Drewes, 66p. ©1997. Includes chapter questions on looking for detail, general comprehension and critical thinking for these novels: Banner in the Sky, Blubber, Christinas Ghost, Welcome to Dead House, The Scarecrow Walks at Midnight, I Want To Go Home, Island of the Blue Dolphins, The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe, Maxie, Rosie and Earl, Me and the Terrible Two, My Teacher is an Alien, Murder on the Canadian, On My Honor, Our Man Weston, Sideways Stories from Wayside School, The Summer of the Swans, Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing, Tracker, The Westing Game, The Whipping Boy, The Witch of Blackbird Pond, Who Is Bugs Potter?, Why Would Anyone Have a Crush on Horace Beemis? Grades 47. LA 9007—$7.75 8 The jokes overan interactive exploration of student-to-student sexual harassment in our schools.  Produced by West Coast Education Enterprises Inc. For use with Apple Macintosh and Windows PC systems. ©1997. This interactive C D-Rom written by students for students, helps youth learn about and confront sexual harassment in their schools and communities. Grades 812. LA 2214—$54.95 9 Robert Munsch books: An integrated unit for later primary.  Sandra Holden, Rosemary Anderson, 26p. 1990. Includes story lesson plans that relate to primary goals. The lessons also contain whole language activities, Math Their Way activities, co-operative learning activities, higher thinking skills, a variety of experiences to include all children, and a bibliography with topic reference. LA 8053—$4.75 10 The First Nations land question: A resource package.  First Nations PSA. 1992. This book encourages greater knowledge and understanding of Canadas aboriginal people. It is a starting point for those educators who are concerned about social justice by providing teachers and administrators with resources that address some of the realities of First Nations people. Includes student activities and resources. LA 2618—$11 For a complete listing of over 900 BCTF Lesson Aids, consult the catalogue in your school library or the Lesson Aids online catalogue, www.bctf.ca/LessonAids To order any of the above lesson aids, enclose a cheque payable to the BCTF or authorized purchase order to BCTF Lesson Aids Service, 100-550 West 6th Avenue, Vancouver, BC V5Z 4P2. GST and postage/handling are included in the prices. Orders are sent by return mail. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/03/what-is-this-strike-about-moving-letter.html?showComment=1331614764385,Staffroom Confidential: What is this strike about? A moving letter from a Saanich teacher Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, March 6, 2012 What is this strike about? A moving letter from a Saanich teacher I would like to thank you, Mr. Abbott. My wife and I have just had an excellent discussion with our daughters about power, and about the importance of checks and balances in a society. Sophie and Rachel are 12 and 10. They were very confused about why the government was allowed to make rules such as fining teachers $475 a day or $2500 a day for going on strike. We explained that our government is elected to make decisions on our behalf, and that we trust that they will make good and considered decisions. But what if we don’t agree with their decisions, they wondered. We explained that there is time to debate these decisions before they are made, and that everybody is allowed to write letters, or protest if they disagree. We explained that the media is meant to also provide some balance, by asking difficult and challenging questions. But they are saying that if you protest their decision, they will fine you, they replied. We had no answer. Why do they hate teachers, one of them asked. I still had no answer. ---------- I could have been a lawyer. I scored in the 98th percentile of the LSAT and was accepted to Queen’s Law School, offered a scholarship to a Law School in the northeastern US. I chose instead to defer my decision, and be a tutor/coach/residence don/in-house TOC at my old high school for a couple of years. This was a private boarding school in Ontario. I loved it. I loved being able to explain concepts in math to kids, and to see the “light go on”. I loved sharing my passion for math, for soccer, for hockey, for philosophy, for poetry, and for musical theater with kids. I never considered going back to law after those two years. After completing my teacher training at UVic, I did my practicum in Saanich. I hadn’t realized until then what a sheltered teaching existence I had at the boarding school, with well-to-do kids brought up with every advantage (the type of kids to whom Mr. Abbott recently referred as “the smart kids”, I believe). In the public school system in Saanich, I learned humility. I learned how to be a better teacher, how to teach the whole child, and not just the mind. I taught classes that not only had some of Mr. Abbott’s advantaged “smart kids”, but other kids who were often equally smart and capable if not more, but who faced challenges the others didn’t: broken homes, poverty issues, learning disabilities, to name only a few. These classes were challenging because the kids’ needs were so varied. Some kids could be turned on by ideas alone; others needed to be convinced of the value of learning, to place education in context; some just needed breakfast. And yet, at the time I started teaching in Saanich, I considered myself fortunate because we had a locally arranged agreement about how many kids could be in a secondary English class. (I taught English at the time). The number was 27 – unless you had a student who had an acknowledged special need, such as dyslexia, or visual impairment, for example, that would require a significant amount of adjustment to practice or extra preparation. For each of these students, the number would drop by one. If there were 6 “special needs” students in your English 11, the maximum number of kids would be 21. Trust me, this would still be a challenging class in terms of composition, but the system worked. It was so important to teachers, my older colleagues told me, that teachers took less in salary improvements at the time in order to secure these contract provisions. Silly me for thinking that contracts were something sacrosanct in Canadian law. When I started my first continuing contract at Claremont Secondary in 2000, we had an enrolment not very different from our enrolment today. When I started at Claremont, it was not unusual for the more challenging classes, such as Essentials of Math 10 or Communications 11 to have 12-15 students, because that’s what those kids needed to be successful. When I started at Claremont, there were two librarians – one for every 550 kids. When I started at Claremont there was a staff of 85-90, with plenty of teachers in the building to comfortably take on all the extra-curriculars that make schools, as the Saanich motto goes, “great places to learn, safe places to be” Today at Claremont, a class with less than 23-24 students does not run. This legislation before you will only make that number increase, I assure you, and it is not what kids need. Today at Claremont there is 3/4 of a librarian – which translates to one for every 1475 kids. Today at Claremont there is a staff of 65-70. This group which now numbers 20 fewer than when I started 12 years ago, has been attempting to keep up all the things that make our school great – outstanding academics, including extra-curricular offerings such as the dozens of math contests I sponsor and organize every year, an incredible sports program, an enviable fine arts program, numerous volunteer organizations that enrich our school community and the community at large. So far, we have managed, but we have each had to take up the slack now for too long. We are at the breaking point, and I promise you – this legislation already threatens to push us over the edge. Surely this government is not deaf to the teachers from around the province who are saying enough… Enough: we have devoted our lives to a profession that we knew all along would not make us rich, but we did it because we believed that if it would help just one disadvantaged kid, it was worth it. Enough: we believed in it so much, that we traded even the most meager of raises, time and time again, in order to gain better classroom conditions for our students. Enough: we tried our absolute best to play within the rules, when government after government stripped away those conditions that we bought with our own salaries, even when the Supreme Court ruled that those government actions were illegal. Enough: we have tried to hold our heads high, when we are vilified in the press as lazy and greedy, when nothing – NOTHING -- could be further from the truth. Enough: we have devoted countless hours to volleyball, to musical theatre, to poetry readings, to charity work, to rugby, to yearbook clubs, to student’s councils, to tutoring before school from 7am, to tutoring after school until 6pm or longer, to tutoring kids by email on the weekends, and, AND! to our own Professional Development, whether that occurs on a Pro-D day or on our own time – Yes, Mr. Abbott, we actually do Pro-D. In short, we have devoted countless hours to the children and families of this province, and the thanks we get is one more veiled legislated slap in the face? Now, I’m not so out of touch that I don’t realize that as a teacher at the top of the scale, I’m fairly comfortable. Sure it irks me that all of you folks in the legislature have received pay raises in the last ten years far beyond what I have received over the same period – pay raises which you are allowed to vote for yourselves. Not that I would dare suggest that you don’t deserve it – I don’t envy your jobs in the least. But even despite this glaring double-standard, I would have begrudgingly accepted no raise, if it were that alone. It is not the extending of the current contract in this legislation that has me upset. I am insulted. I am insulted that you have the temerity to suggest that this legislation represents mediation in any true sense of the word. Your use of legislation to enforce mediation, but then dictate the terms of the mediation is nothing short of bullying. How ironic that there was an anti-bullying flashmob on the lawn of the legislature the day this bill was introduced. To my mind, you have brought disrepute onto yourselves and the institution you represent. I was trying to defend the institution of our provincial government to my children tonight, suggesting that it rested on a foundation of elected officials acting in a dispassionate way for the benefit of all. I couldn’t. I am shocked. I shouldn’t be, given everything that has happened in the last 10 years, but I’m shocked. I am shocked – no, enraged – that you would enact legislation that essentially attacks my freedom to associate; legislation that, quite frankly, probably runs counter to the Charter of Rights and Freedoms, even though your government’s last Bill of this sort was deemed illegal by the Supreme Court; legislation that does not “put families first” but which threatens families – no, puts a gun to their heads – and says to them: “we will bankrupt you if you have the gall to disagree with us or stand up for your rights”. Lastly, I am disappointed, and if I’m to be honest, I am defeated and demoralized. And I know I’m not alone. And that’s what you wanted, wasn’t it? You don’t want an improved public education system. I would love to challenge you, to defy you, sir, to say otherwise, to come to Claremont and convince me in person that this legislation will improve the public education system in BC, that it will improve the lives of children and their families across this province, by demoralizing and insulting teachers like me, by forcing a foregone, supposedly “mediated” conclusion down our throats. Sadly, you tell these lies every day, and so my challenge is useless. It is a sad day for me, and a sad day for BC. I love my job, I love the kids at Claremont, and I love Victoria, but today I really and truly thought it might be time to find a teaching job back in Ontario. You may say good riddance – we can find someone cheaper than you to do the same job. But I dare you to say that to my students. That is a challenge that perhaps I could make. ------------- My oldest daughter has been reading Animal Farm at school. (Maybe I shouldn’t tell you this – you will think that it is another reason to bring down the public school system…) After our discussion earlier tonight – and believe me when I say I did my utmost best to withhold the vitriol that must be obvious by now that I hold inside – after our family discussion my oldest daughter paused and, honest to God, said something like: “ Dad, the government are kind of like the pigs on the farm, aren’t they…? Once they get to make the rules, they kind of twist things so that they always go their way”. So, I want to thank you, Mr. Abbott. You made me so proud of my daughter tonight that I want to cry. Mark Skanks Claremont Secondary School Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 5:39 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 21 comments: AllyMarch 6, 2012 at 8:43 PM Extremely well put! Please tell me you have send this to Mr. Abbott??? When will the "pigs" listen?ReplyDelete Ms. HendraMarch 6, 2012 at 9:18 PM I love this letter. I have shared it with many people, and just sent it to a friend who is the Math Department Head in Chilliwack, and a Claremont grad, too. Thanks to Mark for such a well-written letter. TannisReplyDelete 30daysofautismMarch 6, 2012 at 9:37 PM This is fabulous!! Thank you!ReplyDelete AmandaMarch 6, 2012 at 10:46 PM Credit should be given to Mark Skanks as author of this letter.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeMarch 7, 2012 at 8:51 AM I did not originally include Mark's name because I hadn't asked his permission to do so. Since the cat is out of the bag anyway, I will add it now.Delete Ms. OhanaMarch 7, 2012 at 10:23 PM your challenge is not useless, they just want us to think it is... but the very fact that they have to address us and our challenges means they hear us loud and clear.... at the end of the day.. remember you still have your vote.... make it hurt the same way they've hurt usDelete Reply SDMURPHY3March 6, 2012 at 11:22 PM Thank you for putting into words how I feel about the future of education in this Province. I moved my family here from Quebec to avoid the French controversy and give my children a better chance. I am very proud to say my daughter is an excellent teacher, but she like many of you good ones is thinking of moving on. I guarantee you if they pass Bill 22 I will vote anything but Liberal in 2013. Your daugther, God bless her, is absolutely right.ReplyDelete SabrinaBaileyMarch 6, 2012 at 11:53 PM Mark, I would not be where I am today if you hadn't taken me on as a practicum student. I watched you pour your heart and soul into your students - and me. Please do not leave, the kids at Claremont need you! The government should be the ones who buckle, not us. I am teaching 2 classes of 30 for "Essentials Math 10" (AW 10) and I cannot believe how much class sizes have exploded, even in the short time between my own high school years and my teaching career. I logistically cannot give my students the help they need in the time I have, and it is ludicrous to believe such a short time ago they would literally have had twice the amount of time per person, per day (assuming a class size under 15). I had a student drop out of school last week due to lack of attendance due to giving up, which I would like to argue is largely due to being pushed through a broken system for so long. Behind that child I have a long list of kids at risk to do the same... is this the kind of future our government has in store for our kids? Every kid who is withdrawn from my school breaks my heart because I know their educational system (not their teachers) has let them down. Sabrina Bailey North Peace SecondaryReplyDelete UnknownMarch 7, 2012 at 8:23 AM Thank you so much for this eloquent letter, Mark. I've sent it to my MLA because we have the same issues in Chilliwack and the rest of the province. Jody Raabe Mount Slesse Middle School, SD33ReplyDelete EleanaMarch 7, 2012 at 7:34 PM Thank-you for your passionate words... I will be sharing them with my colleagues. Eleana P. Citadel Middle School, SD43ReplyDelete lrnalotMarch 8, 2012 at 12:05 AM In sum, the short term gains touted by proponents of Bill 22 will result in even more disenfranchised youth, deeper and longer lasting negativity toward the Liberal Government and Politics in general, and more teachers applying for disability or leaving BC outright. Thanks for speaking so eloquently to these important issues.ReplyDelete Richard AustenMarch 8, 2012 at 2:06 AM I am also a BC teacher - now teaching in Hong Kong. I have floated the idea on facebook a few times but I will say it here. The government's tactic of the fines is to essentially stop a teacher walk-out. Strikes are illegal. The way to circumvent this action by the government is to organize teachers to hand in their resignations "en masse" including all TOCs (for which I was one). I'll grant you this is somewhat dangerous high stakes game to play - but it is one that must be played if Bill 22 goes through as that bill is a union busting bill anyway. The government can't fine someone who quits their job. We'll call it the "organization" rather than the BCTF and if government wants teachers back they'll have to talk to the BCTF - err "the Organization." It takes something along this drastic action to save the teaching union in BC because I can tell you something right now - the government does not care the least bit about these letters - they don't care about marches in Victoria - The Liberals are sitting back and laughing that they just saved three days of salaries and heating bills for all the schools. Their voters (which is the majority) support crushing the Teaching union despite all the chatter we see on facebook and other social media - we may get support from those friends but those ore OUR friends who arguably ore of similar mindedness on issues like this. I suspect the vast majority of Liberal voters want the Union to die. So it's time to stop the letter and the appeals to the liberal "heart of gold" and realize that that heart is ice. It's not the time to send in the BCTF Poodle to fight the Liberal T-REX - it's time to play some serious hardball - 40,000 teachers resign - effective the day after Spring Break ends. You want the teachers back - you hire them all back under the BCTF union (ie as if there was no resignation).ReplyDelete Replies AlexMarch 9, 2012 at 11:08 AM This is called (or is similar to) 'work-to-rule' (which I believe is what's been done so far...) Yes. It is worth this.Delete Reply RommelMarch 8, 2012 at 11:36 AM Hi, I found this blog once, then lost it. Took me forever to come back and find it. I wanted to see what comments you got. Nice blog by the way.I must take this opportunity to write to you from my heart.I Really enjoyed your blog.I have never read such a wonderful article. Resignation Letter ReplyDelete alientoinquirytooMarch 8, 2012 at 9:18 PM Dear Tara Ehrcke, You have stolen the words and ideas from my mouth! I could not have put it any better and I am the first one to sign up for your letter writing campaign. I have thought for a long time that our only recourse is to resign en-masse or all take stress leaves at the same time, either way there is no way that they win! Thank you for this... Andre KozakReplyDelete Replies alientoinquirytooMarch 8, 2012 at 9:26 PM I guess I should thank Tara for posting this and Mark for the writing and Richard for the ultimate solution! Thanks...Delete Reply alyxpottsMarch 9, 2012 at 7:59 AM "You may say good riddance – we can find someone cheaper than you to do the same job. But I dare you to say that to my students. That is a challenge that perhaps I could make." I had Mr.Skanks for math last year and he's amazing. So I think if you said those things to us "the students" we'd have a lot of kind words about Mr.Skanks and his teaching abilities/wisdom. And quite the opposite of "kind words" for you putting him and all our other teachers through all this.ReplyDelete AlexMarch 9, 2012 at 11:07 AM Brilliant letter! Well put! Passing it on!ReplyDelete Mrs.BMarch 12, 2012 at 9:50 AM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Mrs.BMarch 12, 2012 at 9:51 AM THANK YOU! Well said - I will be sharing this with colleagues in Burnaby & Surrey. Avril Broekhuizen Chilliwack Secondary, SD33ReplyDelete Mrs. D. ThiesenMarch 12, 2012 at 9:59 PM I've shared this on twitter. I was a top university student as well and encouraged to go into medicine but chose teaching...I love teaching, but did I make a mistake? I'm so insulted.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ▼  March (12) Bill 22 and Class Size/Class Composition BC Liberals: You reap what you sow... From public to private: a subtle path What is this dispute about? Putting equity last, a... Walk out pamphlet - arguments for full withdrawal ... Teachers debate a response to Bill 22 Lessons from the US - when unions don't strike to ... Lessons from history - legislation and illegal str... How do teachers defeat Bill 22? Critical thinking and Bill 22 - A teacher rebuts G... What is this strike about? A moving letter from a ... Public education - Christy: it's about equality ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=10112,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 5, April 2003 Health & Safety Fifth Disease season is here by Maureen L. MacDonald Fifth is a contagious childhood disease that causes a red rash on the face and body and is sometimes called "slapped-cheek syndrome." Are you pregnant? Do you have sickle-cell disease, chronic anemia, or immune system disorders? Are you just generally hungry for new information? Read this! The problem arises Early this February, the phone calls started coming to the health and safety department from local presidents and collective-agreement officers. Laurie Lenardon started the ball rolling. "There are three pregnant teachers in Chilliwack who have cases of Fifth Disease in their classes. Blood tests reveal that they are not immune. They are worried about their babies. If a pregnant woman gets the disease, the fetus is at risk for fetal anemia and death. Their doctors say that they should not risk exposure by going to those schools where the disease is known. They have refused unsafe work under WCB Reg. 3.12, but the school board and the WCB don’t recognize the situation as an "undue hazard." The school board consulted with BCPSEA (B.C. Public Schools Employers’ Association), and it won’t reassign the teachers to safe sites because it doesn’t want to set a provincial precedent. The teachers are staying away from school anyway. What’s next?" A catch-me-up conversation with the current VESTA president, Patricia Gudlaugson, was revealing. "In Vancouver, it isn’t an issue. I know pregnant teachers who were quietly and temporarily reassigned to schools that had no known cases of Fifth." So much for Chilliwack’s setting a provincial precedent! A quick search for "Fifth Disease and pregnancy" on the Internet disclosed more than enough information for me to understand why those pregnant teachers who didn’t have antibodies for Fifth were not willing to take the risk at their usual assignments. Grievances were launched. WCB claims were filed. Shortly thereafter, Paul Hutcheson was looking for BCTF advice to give a pregnant teacher in Victoria. And Chris Johns reported two worried pregnant teachers in Cranbrook. The count rose to seven pregnant teachers in Chilliwack with Fifth in their classes. The pregnant teachers who had no immunity were treated differently by their employers. Two were reassigned. One was advised to take early maternity leave. One was told to stay off work and use her sick leave. One ran out of sick leave and applied for short-term coverage from the BCTF Salary Indemnity Plan. One said she had no sick leave, and the board told her to stay home with pay. The teachers were not sick; they were trying to avoid getting sick. The meeting BCTF health and safety officer George Taylor and I met with three WCB officials on March 25th to discuss Fifth. Laurie Lenardon attended too, as the president with the most members of concern. The discussion was very enlightening. The WCB had finished an investigation February 17. The WCB now recognizes Fifth Disease as a known hazard for pregnant teachers whose blood tests reveal that they don’t have the antibodies to protect them. For pregnant, non-antibody teachers, Fifth Disease falls under the definition of "biohazardous material" in WCB Regulation 6.33. Therefore, said the WCB reps, the employer must develop and implement an Exposure Control Plan pursuant to Reg. 6.34. The Exposure Control Plan is the responsibility of the employer. It is to separate the worker from the risk. It should be done in consultation with the Joint Occupational Health & Safety Committee. The WCB had talked to a rep of BCPSEA and told him of the risk to fetuses and that a plan needed to be made. BCPSEA is in regular contact with school boards. The tricky part Here it gets a bit tricky. The only members to whom the ruling regarding Fifth applies are the pregnant non-antibody teachers. (Teachers who are not pregnant, and pregnant teachers with antibodies for Fifth, are not involved in this ruling.) If the teacher is actually exposed to Fifth, WCB Reg. 3.12-"Refusal of unsafe work"—is in play. If the teacher has not yet been exposed but the employer knows of the potential risk, Workers Compensation Act Section 115--"General duties of employers"—applies. At least one teacher we know of was phoned at home by a school board official and told to stay away because a case of Fifth had been identified at her school. That’s an exposure control plan in operation. We don’t know who is paying for the absence, but sick leave should not be used for this purpose. The teacher is not sick and is available for safe work. WCB officials promised to resend a memo to its regional officers stating that pregnant teachers without Fifth antibodies are at risk, clarifying that there is an undue hazard to these certain people, and reminding the officers that employers need an exposure control plan. The BCTF would be sent a copy of that memo, and perhaps a sample exposure-control plan. The documents have not yet arrived at our office. The saga continues If in doubt, contact your doctor and your local president. Advice about Fifth Disease Wash your hands often. Instruct students to do the same. Don’t share utensils and drinking containers. If you are pregnant, ask your doctor for a blood test to determine if you are already immune. If you are pregnant and don’t have the antibodies, alert your local president that you are at risk. Although this article is about pregnancy and Fifth, you should also consult your doctor if you have a chronic red blood cell disorder or a compromised immune system. What is Fifth Disease? Fifth Disease is a viral infection that affects red blood cells. Its official name is erythema infectiosum. It is caused by human parvovirus B19. It usually occurs in children under age 10, but anyone can catch it. Maternal Parvovirus B19 infection can lead to serious complications for the fetus in up to 10% of pregnancies. About 50% of women are non-immune. References Ask for help at your library or try "Fifth Disease and pregnancy" in your favourite search engine. Coming in a future issue Lots of questions and not enough answers about school noise and voice dysfunction. If you have complaints, please tell your school Joint Occupational Health & Safety Committee with a view to getting mitigation of noise and/or help such as a voice amplification system for yourself. Local presidents can call me for advice or to tell me success stories. Maureen L. MacDonald is a BCTF health and safety officer. To be added to the occupational health & safety e-mail list, contact pwilson@bctf.ca or wburgess@bctf.ca. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141007,www.huffingtonpost.ca,http://www.huffingtonpost.ca/2014/10/06/fried-maple-leaves_n_5941022.html?ir=Canada+Living,Fried Maple Leaves Are A Delicacy In Japan, And They're Making Canadians Jealous View mobile site October 7, 2014 Huffpost Canada Living ca Edition: ca Show/Hide Brasil BR Canada CA Deutschland DE España ES France FR Italia IT 日本 (Japan) JP 한국 (Korea) KR Maghreb MG United Kingdom UK United States US Region: ALL Show/Hide All Canada Alberta British Columbia Québec (en français) Follow Newsletters Get Canada LivingNewsletters Email address Enter Email Address Huffington Post Search Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search iOS app Android app More Log in Create Account Notifications 0 $USERNAME Profile Settings Logout FRONT PAGE Politics Ford Still Doesn't Understand Racism 51 Kenney Posts Photos Of Iraqi Children To Make Case For ISIL Airstrikes 91 Clinton: Canadian Help In ISIL Fight 'Indispensable' 44 Unvetted Judge Joins Supreme Court 42 Canada Sends Advance Team To Middle East 109 Go to Politics More in Politics The Pulse Stephen Harper You Might Also Like US Politics UK Politics Business Porn Company Has A Raunchy Deal For Air Canada Pilots 3 Sun News Just Lost Its Main Source Of Content; What Now? 48 Canadian Cities Surprisingly Unpopular Destinations For Workers 0 This Is How You Rack Up U.S. Roaming Charges While In Canada 14 Look What China Might Actually Build 47 Go to Business More in Business Small Business Money You Might Also Like Tech TechCrunch Autoblog WorldPost Spanish Nurse First To Contract Ebola Outside West Africa 514 It's Been 3 Weeks Since Anyone's Seen Kim And Rumors Are Swirling 91 3 New Findings On ISIS Weapons That You Should Know About 0 WHO: More Cases Of Ebola In Europe Unavoidable 128 Turkish President Says Syrian Town Under Islamic State Siege Is About To Fall 171 Go to WorldPost More in WorldPost Foreign Affairs World Elections Arab Uprising Afghanistan War Syria Crisis You Might Also Like Travel Impact Living 100 Pumpkin Carvings That Will Inspire You 0 Fried Maple Leaves Are A Delicacy In Japan, And We're Jealous 6 WATCH: HuffPost Readers School Us On Toronto's Real Must-Eats 2 Toronto Dubbed Fourth Most Livable City In The World 0 33 Signs You Live In Liberty Village 1 Go to Living You Might Also Like Healthy Living Food Recipes Divorce Women Parentdish Green Post50 Weddings Style Best Halloween Costumes For Men And Women 0 Most Offensive Products In Retail 3 JLaw Goes Topless For Vanity Fair 0 Bridesmaid Dresses You'll Wear Again 0 Canadian Model Coco Rocha Is Pregnant! 4 Go to Style More in Style Beauty Fashion Celeb Style Entertaining and Etiquette Stylelist Canada Wedding Style Home Style You Might Also Like Style (U.S.) Weddings Stylelist Canada Entertainment '7th Heaven' Star Reportedly Confesses To Child Molestation On Tape 382 Beyonce & Nicki Minaj Are Straight Up 'Flawless' In Paris Performance 19 Jennifer Lawrence Breaks Her Silence On Nude Photo Hack 0 Kendra Wilkinson Gets Candid About Those Cheating Rumors 14 Kris Jenner Opens Up About The Late Robert Kardashian 6 Go to Entertainment You Might Also Like Music Celebrity TV Moviefone Arts The Glamorous History Of Pin-Up Like You've Never Seen It Before 3 1 Here Are A Bunch Of F*cking Delightful Artsy Cat Photos. You're Welcome. 3 This Is What It Really Looks Like To Be A Modern Day Nun 8 New Animation-Inspired Art Show Will Make You Yearn For Saturday Morning Cartoons 0 Go to Arts You Might Also Like Books Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Religion Alberta 20 Puppies Found Abandoned In Field 6 Anti-Abortion Postcard Targets Tory MP.. Again 25 Mystery 'GPO Girl' Turns Up In Calgary 0 Dozens Of Dead Cats Found, Another 62 Euthanized 0 No Drinks For You, Cardston 0 Go to Alberta More in Alberta Alberta Politics Alberta Business Alison Redford Calgary Edmonton British Columbia B.C. Teen Killed By Train Was Wearing Headphones, Texting: RCMP 13 Anthem Singer's Fall Is Lesson In Showmanship 3 Pastafarian Loses B.C. Driver's Licence Over Holy Colander 0 Elderly Asian Women Attacked In Vancouver 0 Lawyers Of Convicted Surrey Six Gangsters Want Mistrial 3 Go to British Columbia More in British Columbia B.C. Politics B.C. Business Christy Clark Vancouver All Sections News Canada Politics Canada Business US Politics US Business World Media Sports Education Crime Weird News Good News Daily Finance Entertainment Entertainment Music TV Celebrity Comedy Arts Books Moviefone Life & Style Living Style Home Healthy Living Taste Weddings Travel Parents Divorce HuffPost 50 Marlo Thomas OWN Tech & Science Tech Science Green Techcrunch Engadget TUAW Joystiq Voices Impact Women Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Religion College Teen Local Quebec (French) Calgary Montreal Ottawa Toronto Vancouver Winnipeg Mapquest Patch.com Our Mobile Apps: iPhone iPad HuffPost Live iPad Android Phone Android Tablet Living Healthy Living Food Recipes Divorce Women Parents Green Parentdish Post50 Weddings 33 Signs You Live In Liberty Village 2014-10-06 17:20:38 100 Pumpkin Carvings That Will Inspire You 2014-10-06 12:57:00 Fight Acne With.. Grapes? 2014-10-02 11:04:33 8 Co-Workers You Really Don't Want To Deal With 2014-10-06 13:52:27 Baby Elephant's Fall And Rescue Is The Only Pick-Me-Up You Need 2014-10-03 13:40:28 Canada's Blood Inventory Is 'Critically Low' 2014-10-01 10:13:18 One Of The World's 'Most Romantic Cities' Is Right Here In Canada 2014-10-04 12:02:22 World's First Baby Delivered Via Transplanted Womb 2014-10-05 19:38:24 Previous Story Next Story Fried Maple Leaves Are A Delicacy In Japan, And They're Making Canadians Jealous The Huffington Post Canada Posted: 10/06/2014 3:13 pm EDT Updated: 10/06/2014 4:59 pm EDT Fried maple leaves are a delicacy in Japan, and it's making us jealous (Lens On Japan) | Lens On Japan Share Tweet Email Comment tumblr reddit Canadians may be known for maple syrup, and have even come up with a way to turn it into a frozen treat, but somehow, we seem to have overlooked the most delicious way to eat maple: deep fried, of course. According to a post on Bored Panda, deep-fried maple leaves (momiji tempura) are a treat in the Osaka region of Japan, primarily at the gorgeous Minō Park about an hour north of the city. First batch of Momiji Tempura (deep fried leaves of japanese maple) for this year - not perfect yet, but more to come pic.twitter.com/GJ5w5ftGHR — Dirk vom Dach (@SchwarmFarmer) October 12, 2013 Once the maple leaves turn red, reports Lens On Japan, certain shopkeepers will deep fry the leaves in dough. The leaves have no taste, according to the blog, but instead, give the snack an intriguing shape. Other visitors to Japan have posted shots of the treats before consumption, and we just can't get enough: Comer tempura de momiji es una razón para ir a Japón en otoño. Pero tenemos 7 más: http://t.co/CIL8mAGfVd pic.twitter.com/JzWA4DcOIX — Japonismo.com (@Japonismo) September 10, 2014 Yes you are not mistaken, this is momiji (maple leaf) tempura!! Super tasty^^ pic.twitter.com/XGyccH5SJL — Yung Hian Ng (@crappycrab39) November 19, 2013 But before you go thinking about tossing your pile from your lawn into the deep-fryer, know that this delicacy is stoked in tradition, which includes, according to Bored Panda, preserving the leaves for a year in salt barrels. Meanwhile, Canadians across the nation are groaning as the realization dawns on us that we've missed an opportunity (or more optimistically, can create a new one!). As one Twitter user succinctly put it: We've failed as Canadians for not thinking of this first 🇯🇵🍁 RT @BuzzFeed: Fried maple leaves are a in Japan http://t.co/vDgZUxFuoD — Rafay Agha (@rafayfay) October 6, 2014 MORE ON HUFFPOST: Close  Very 'Canadian' Foods of   Poutine — French fries generously slathered in gravy and cheese curds — is a classic Canadian treat that is said to have originated in Quebec in the 1950s. Since then, it has been adapted in many weird and wonderful ways from gourmet versions with lobster and foie gras to —believe it or not — a doughnut version. It's also inspired a crop of trendy "poutineries" and a "poutition" to make it Canada's official national dish. There are some snacks that define a nation, but not many that taste good to only those who live there. What do we love? The fact they leave our fingers dyed red after we've had a whole bag. Ketchup has never tasted so salty, non-tomatoey and outright good. Our U.S. friends may go nutty over Doritos, but we love our ketchup chips. Did you know that Lay's dill pickle and Munchies snack mix are also exclusively Canadian? What could be more Canadian than syrup that comes from the maple tree, whose iconic leaf has come to symbolize Canada and its national pride? Quebec is the largest producer of maple syrup in the world, accounting for about 75 to 80 percent of the supply. Maple syrup — recently elevated to "superfood" status — is a classic sweet topping on pancakes and waffles. Still, that hasn't stopped some people from thinking of surprising savoury pairings such as maple-bacon doughnuts. It's no secret that Canadians are obsessed with bacon. The delicious cured pork product can be made oh so many ways, including ever popular strip bacon and peameal bacon, often referred to as "Canadian bacon" abroad. In fact, Canadians are so passionate about their favourite food that many would probably choose it over sex. A butter tart is a classic Canadian dessert made with butter, sugar, syrup and eggs — filled in a buttery (yes, more grease) pastry shell, and often includes either raisins or nuts. They can be runny or firm — so it's hard to mess them up when you're baking. Also, they never seem to go out of style. BeaverTails, or Queues de Castor in French, is a famous trademarked treat made by a Canadian-based chain of pastry stands. The fried-dough treats are shaped to resemble real beaver tails and are often topped with chocolate, candy, and fruit. These Canadian delicacies go hand in hand with skiing, and even gained White House recognition during U.S. President Barack Obama's 2009 trip to Ottawa. These legendary Canadian no-bake treats originated in (surprise!) Nanaimo, B.C., and are typically made with graham-cracker crumbs, coconut, walnuts, vanilla custard and chocolate. Need we say more? Common variations include peanut butter and mint chocolate. No one likes to think of Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer as dinner, but game meat is abundant in Canada and can be found in butchers, restaurants and homes across the country. Among other popular Canadian game is boar, bison, venison, caribou and rabbit. B.C. Pacific salmon — commercially fished or farmed — includes many different species such as Chinook, Chum, Coho, Sockeye, Cutthroat, Steelhead and Pink. They can vary in colour and taste from Atlantic salmon, and are found in fishmongers and restaurants across Canada. Believe it or not, Canada is the world's largest producer and exporter of wild blueberries, also known as “lowbush blueberries,” mostly grown in Quebec and the Atlantic provinces. Bees also love our blueberry shrubs! Pollinating blueberry shrubs with honey bees more than doubles the potential yield of this very Canadian berry, according to Dutchman's Gold, which makes its honey from acres of blueberries growing in Ontario and New Brunswick. Although this honey is not actually blueberry flavoured, it does have a subtle aftertaste of the fruit. Canadians can enjoy fresh oysters 12 months of the year. These famous little aphrodisiacs are plentiful on Canada's Atlantic and Pacific coasts, from New Brunswick, Prince Edward Island, Nova Scotia to British Columbia. "An apple a day keeps the doctor away" may be an old English saying, but this nutritionally perfect food is quintessentially Canadian. Some of the most popular domestic varieties are McIntosh, Cortland, Gala, Fuji and Golden Delicious. According to Agriculture Canada, apples were first brought over to the country by European settlers in the 17th century. P.E.I. potatoes (such as Russet, White, Red and Yellow) are famous across Canada and around the world. Prince Edward Islanders have been growing potatoes since the late 1700s! Apparently they're superior because of the land's ideal growing conditions, including red, sandy soil that is rich in iron. The Atlantic province of Nova Scotia is world-renowned for its tasty crustaceans. They have some of the most fertile lobster fishing grounds on the planet. The popularity of Alberta beef might have been a little tainted by the unfortunate E-coli outbreak at XL Foods in 2012, but the province's AAA beef is considered among the best. Alberta is the cattle capital of Canada and according to the province's farmers, it has the fourth largest cattle herd in North America, behind Texas, Kansas and Nebraska. You can call them the New York bagels of Canada, but Montreal bagels are often smaller and sweeter in taste. These O-shaped baked breads are paired deliciously with lox and cream cheese. Calorie-wise, bagels are equivalent to about three or four slices of bread, but you still might want to eat more than just one. Arctic char is a freshwater fish species raised across Canada, in the Manitoba, Ontario, Quebec, Nova Scotia, Prince Edward Island and the Yukon Territory, according to Fisheries and Oceans Canada. Arctic char is a part of the salmon family, and looks similar to a salmon but is more genetically linked to trout. Bannock takes its name from a traditional Scottish flat bread, adopted by North American Natives, including Canada's Innuit. It's recently received some gourmet treatment in the culinary world, as a focaccia-like substitute for sandwiches. Yes, Kraft Dinner is also Canadian. This dorm room staple and processed-cheese masterpiece has been dubbed a Canadian classic. And really, if you haven't tried a bowl of the instant comfort food yet, we recommend skipping the milk and going straight for the butter. No, it's not a "Saved by the Bell" reference. Screech is a type of rum made in Jamaica, and bottled and aged in Newfoundland. It has a storied history dating back to early trade between Newfoundland and the West Indian island (when salt fish was shipped to Jamaica in exchange for rum.) We hear it tastes like any other rum, but it has an awesome name, doesn't it? Tourtière is a traditional spiced and savoury meat pie from Quebec, made with diced or ground pork, veal, or beef. This French Canadian delicacy is typically made around Christmas time, but eclectic foodies enjoy it all year round. Very similar to blueberries (but a fascinating alternative), Saskatoon berries are native to the Canadian Prairies, British Columbia and Northern Canada. They're also rich in antioxidants and considered one of the world's "superfruits." A "Double-Double" has become somewhat of a popular slang term for Canadians. It refers to a coffee with two teaspoons of sugar and two teaspoons of cream. How popular is it? In 2011, Tim Hortons even released a "Double-Double" flavoured ice cream. Fiddleheads are curly, edible shoots of fern, often consumed in many provinces seasonally across the country. And like your mother always told you, eat your greens: Fiddleheads are high in potassium and vitamin C. Canadian chain restaurant Swiss Chalet's rotisserie chicken and grilled ribs get a fair amount of attention, but there's always been something special about that secret sauce that people love to pour all over their food. What's in this sauce, you wonder? People have debated this point for a while and we're not exactly sure either. But we can assure you there are no milk, egg or fish products in it, (cue the vegetarian sigh of relief). But if you'e still not convinced, try making your own knock-off version. Besides bagels, Montreal is also known for its kosher-style smoked meat. Schwartz's in particular has been using the same recipe of marinated spices and herbs in their smoked beef brisket for over 80 years. If you've never been, go early — the deli shop is usually packed with long line-ups. This classic East Coast late night food "is to Halifax what the banh mi is to Saigon, the jambon-beurre to Paris," says the Globe and Mail. Evolved from the Turkish doner kebab, it's typically made of spiced ground beef that has been shaped and pressed into a large loaf and then roasted on a spit, like shawarma and gyros. It's then usually served on flatbread with fresh tomatoes, raw onion and a sweet, garlicky sauce. If you live in Newfoundland, you probably already know why cod tongue is a local treasure. Cod tongue is usually made by sautéing cod tongue with milk and flour, according to The Globe And Mail. Kind of like jerky, pemmican is a type of dried meat often made from bison or moose. The meat is usually pounded into a powder and mixed with melted fat, berries and other edible bits. Canadians drink more than nine billion cups of tea every year, according to the The Empire Of Tea. If you've ever visited a Canadian hotel or even spent enough time at your grandparents' house you've probably seen Red Rose tea bags. How Canadian is Red Rose? They even have a Canadian-blended version. As controversial as it is, Canadian foie gras, particularly from Quebec, is a hot commodity. Foie gras, French for fat liver, is made of liver of a duck that has been through a process called gavage (force-feeding.) But some foie gras is made more ethically. Oka cheese, a Quebec classic (named after the small village of Oka), is a semi-soft pressed cheese made with cow's milk. Oka's rind is often dark orange and has both a nutty and fruity flavour. Sugar pie or tarte au sucre, is a common dish found in Quebec. These desserts are made with a flour pie crust and are often filled with butter, flour, cream and maple syrup. They can also be topped with fresh fruits and English cream. Check out this recipe from Canadian Living to make your own. Wild B.C. spot prawns are actually the largest of seven species of shrimp found on the West Coast. These prawns are known for their sweet flavour and firm texture. Another fun fact: these prawns are often a reddish-brown colour but turn bright pink when cooked. When it comes to food, Canadians concede there's far more selection in the U.S. but we're fiercely proud of the candy bars that can only be found here. Coffee Crisp is a great example. Consisting of a crunchy wafer, milk chocolate coating and slightest hint of coffee flavouring, the chocolate bar is true to its marketing slogan of making 'a nice light snack' and is adored by all moms and seniors. Rumour has it they've been spotted in a few U.S. border town convenience stores. We want proof! It's the ideal summer drink and hair of the dog when you're hungover. The Caesar, Canada's favourite breakfast, lunch and evening cocktail is essentially a Bloody Mary with Clamato instead of tomato juice. Think of Clamato as a spicy tomato-clam juice. It's typically served with celery and lime in a celery salt-rimmed glass, and it's pretty amazing. (Pleaes don't call it a Bloody Caesar, because that's just wrong.) Sushi pizza, a mini pizza-like creation of a fried rice cake topped with raw fish and spicy mayo, is commonly found in Japanese restaurants in major Canadian cities. Who actually started this trend? We'd love to know. We've heard restaurant owners and forums say Toronto — but sushi pizza has also been popping up in California. This popular Novia Scotia dessert is made from blueberries and flour dumplings — it's basically like a blueberry pie without the crust. Check out this recipe to make your own. This two-in-one chocolate and surprise (talk about a win-win situation) wasn't really "invented" in Canada, but you won't find Kinder Surprise eggs in countries like the United States. In fact, even if you're thinking about smuggling some south of the border, you shouldn't. Last year, two men spent two hours in a detention centre after trying to bring these chocolate eggs illegally over the U.S. border. These treats have been banned in the States because of the potential choking hazard of the small toys. Chocolate-covered mint cookies have come a long way for the Girl Guides of Canada. In 1995, this popular treat was first introduced to all provinces across the country and in 2003, they were produced in a nut- and peanut-free bakery. And sure, you can find mint cookies anywhere, but these cookies are certainly a Canadian tradition. Rappie pie is a traditional Acadian dish made from shredded potatoes, and sometimes, with meat and onions. Popular in Nova Scotia, this dish dates back to the 1700s. These cherries, also known as wild black cherries, are found in Manitoba, Saskatchewan, British Columbia, Quebec and Newfoundland. They are related to plums, peaches and apricots, and are commonly used in making juices, jams, jellies and wine, according to the Government of Manitoba. Who knew that Saskatchewan is the world's largest exporter of green lentils? This nutritious little legume grows in pods and is one of the oldest cultivated crops on earth. They are often found in French, Indian and Middle Eastern cuisine and are perfect for wintry soups and stews. Sourdough bread is particularly popular in the Yukon. But up north, sourdough is made both into flapjacks and bread. In fact, the territory even celebrates a Sourdough Rendezvous festival every year with a bread baking contest and winter activities. Garlic, which belongs to the onion family, is a cool-season crop and grown across Canada, but the purple varieties — found in Ontario and British Columbia — are more rare. Mussels cultured in the cool water surrounding Prince Edward Island are famous across North America. Cultured mussels are grown in mesh stockings that are suspended from ropes in the water, never touching the ocean floor. According to P.E.I. Tourism, this creates conditions ideal for growth, while giving these cultured mussels a sweet taste and tender, plumper consistency free of ocean grit. There are few brands in Canada as reliable as President's Choice. Mr. Christie thinks he makes good cookies but nothing tops the Decadent, the brand's answer to Chips Ahoy. Kraft Dinner, in its familiar blue box, pales in comparison to PC's White Cheddar Mac & Cheese. It also doesn't hurt that nerdily-handsome Galen Weston (hearthrob of Canadian suburban housewives everywhere) is the pitchman for this iconic line of Canadian products. Why yes, Mr. Weston, I'd like some more Memories of Morocco Sweet And Spicy Sauce... Canada is the largest exporter and the second largest producer of mustard seed in the world, accounting for 75-80 per cent of all mustard exports worldwide, according to the Canadian Special Crops Association. Who knew? Apparently, Canada's climate provides ideal growing conditions for the spicy crop. It completes your morning bowl of cereal, can quench thirst and is the perfect companion to chocolate chip cookies. Milk, dear readers, is an all around amazing drink. And grabbing a glass of the white stuff in Canada is unlike anything you'll be able to experience in many other countries. That's because there are no unnatural hormones in our dairy products (so concerns about negative side effects simply doesn't exist), and we serve the beverage in a plastic bag, which, frankly, is far more convenient and environmentally friendly than cardboard containers (the baggies can be reused as makeshift lunch bags!). (Photos Shutterstock) 9 time Canada was smarter than the U.S. Read the story here. When Fox won a contract to broadcast the NHL in 1994 it decided people needed the puck to glow in order to be seen. This was stupid. As Canadians know you do not need laser to see a puck. You just need eyes. The stupidity of Fox's move was immortalized in a Molson Canadian commercial. FoxTrax was retired in 1998, around the time Fox gave up on hockey. America's less-famous first Constitution included an invitation to Canada to join the U.S. It remained open from 1781 until the U.S. Constitution everyone knows was finalized in 1789. A 2004 poll from Leger marketing found just 7 per cent of Canadians were even vaguely interested in merging with the U.S. So obviously, Canada made the right call. America didn't learn its lesson. For proof, see the next slide. While many historians have labelled the conflict a draw, we're not sure how repelling a foreign invader and then burning its national monuments qualifies. And it wasn't all because of luck or American strategic incompetence, although that played a part. Canada also outsmarted the U.S. on a number of occasions. Take the fall of Detroit, when a much smaller force of British soldiers, Canadian militia and First Nations fighters convinced American General William Hull to stand down by using subterfuge. British General Sir Isaac Brock's forces allowed fake letters to fall into American hands. The missives suggested the size of their aboriginal force was much larger than it really was. Militiamen were dressed in the uniforms of British regulars. Encamped troops built more fires than were needed and troops marched in and out of sight of the U.S. fort to create the illusion of a larger army. The result? Hull surrendered more or less without a fight. Brains over brawn for the win. America has maintained a trade blockade of Cuba since the missile crisis of 1962. Canada, not so much. In fact, former Cuban leader Fidel Castro was enough of a friend of former prime minister Pierre Trudeau to show up at his funeral in 2000. While America may have had good reason for maintaining sanctions against Cuba during the Cold War, the fall of the Soviet Union has raised serious doubts about the wisdom of the ongoing policy. While a series of U.S. administrations have avoided angering Cuban expats in the electorally-important state of Florida by maintaining the blockade, they have also passed up trade opportunities that could greatly benefit both nations. On a side note, it's hard to imagine Canadian literary legend Mordecai Richler without his beloved Romeo y Julieta cigars. If Canada had joined the blockade it's possible nobody would have ever heard of Duddy Kravitz. Did we mention vacations in Cuba are cheap and beautiful? America, you're missing out. While America has been involved in many dubious conflicts over its history, Vietnam is widely considered the nation's greatest military blunder. Despite being closely allied with the U.S., Canada managed to stay out of the conflict. In 1965, prime minister Lester B. Pearson even called for a cessation of bombing in North Vietnam, a move which is said to have angered president Lyndon B. Johnson. Nevertheless, Canada-U.S. relations were never seriously damaged over Vietnam. The period is an enduring example of how two allied nations can disagree and still remain friends. Ten years after the U.S. invaded Iraq, it has become clear the war was something of a mistake. The rationale to invade was the presence of weapons of mass destruction that didn't exist and the management of the country after the invasion led to bloody sectarian warfare. Canada, despite heavy pressure from the U.S. and a commitment to Afghanistan, stayed out of the conflict. While there are signs Canada is headed for a housing crash of its own in the second decade of the 21st century, it did manage to avoid the crisis of the late 2000s that brought America's economy to the brink of total collapse. Canada avoided many of the questionable lending practices that saw low-income families take on homes they simply couldn't afford. But while Canada avoided the out-of-control leverage that characterized America in the 2000s, Canadians may not have learned the larger lesson. Since the financial collapse, international and domestic observers have grown increasingly concerned Canada is headed for its own housing meltdown. The federal government has made it more difficult to get mortgages with long amortizations and discouraged banks from lending at ever lower rates in an attempt to cool markets. Whether these moves will be enough to allow Canadians to continue to boast of their financial crash superiority remains to be seen. America's national debt stands at roughly $16 trillion and climbing. Canada's national debt is roughly $600 billion. Even after adjusting for the U.S. population being nearly 10 times that of Canada, it's clear which nation is doing a better job at keeping debt under control. The situation isn't an accident, but a result of policy. In this case, smart policy from Canada and a near total lack of policy from the U.S. In the mid-90s, Canada significantly lowered its debt-to-GDP ratio with stiff cuts. While the cuts slowed economic growth to a crawl, they were seen as necessary by the Liberal government of the period after Canada's credit rating was downgraded by Standard & Poor's and Moody's. While the drop in growth lowered tax revenue, nearly to the point of making the cuts revenue neutral, they did shift Canada's economic balance away from the public sector and toward private business, a change credited with fuelling Canada's subsequent economic success. The U.S., on the other hand, took the surpluses of the Clinton era and turned them into massive deficits during the 2000s. President George W. Bush's massive tax cuts, two wars and the financial crisis have left America with a dire financial situation its political system seems unable to address. America's status as the global reserve currency has kept its debt from becoming a lending issue, but almost everyone in the political class agrees something must be done. The bipartisan Simpson-Bowles report commissioned by President Barack Obama in 2010 called for a combination of revenue increases and cuts to alter America's debt curve. Since then, most Republicans have steadfastly refused to trade revenue increases for cuts, arguing that cuts to spending and taxes are the way to kick-start the economy. Maybe checks and balances aren't so great after all, eh? Maybe the Founding Fathers should have given the Westminster system and majority governments a shot. It's almost universally recognized that campaign finance has become one of the most detestable aspects of America's political system. Congressmen, senators and presidential hopefuls now spend absurd amounts of time raising cash. The situation has gotten so out of hand that phone-banks are now available just steps off federal property in Washington D.C. so politicians can easily make calls to donors without violating federal regulations. The cost of the 2012 federal election campaign has been estimated at roughly $7 billion. But even calling it the 2012 campaign is a bit of a misnomer. Campaigning for president never really ends now. In contrast, Canada passed laws banning donations from corporations and unions and setting a low cap on personal donations in the mid 2000s. The Liberal and Conservative parties were both part of the legislative effort. Campaigns are much shorter than in the United States and there are fewer allegations of corporate lobbying. Which way of doing things sounds smarter to you? Many Canadians will point to the fact that Superman has a strong connection to the Great White North, but we'd like to reintroduce you to the real thing. 'Survivorman', while it was on in the late 2000s, showcased Les Stroud, a gritty Canadian who shot his own show in snow, sleet, heat and rain with nothing but random household objects and a trusty knife. We like to think that in a country that's increasingly urban, the outback is still our domain. Les, he's the best of us. It was the scream heard around the world, and has been imitated - although never duplicated - several times since. William Shatner, who in his own right is a great Canadian, uttered the famous scream 'Khaaaaannnnnnnnnnnn!' in a scene during 1982's 'Star Trek II: The Wrath of Khan'. Was it the close up on Shatner's face or the fact he shook while he screamed that made it so powerful? Thirty years later, filmmakers and actors are still trying to outdo Shatner. But some things just can't be beat. Overall, Americans can save 24 per cent if they buy their drugs from online Canadian pharmacies versus filling their prescriptions at home, according to a study published in the Annals of Internal Medicine. The study sought to find out why so many U.S. citizens have been taking advantage of the deep discounts north of the border, and the results showed dramatic savings across the board. "Forty-one of the 44 brand-name medications examined were less expensive in Canada." Canucks are proud of their health-care system and easier access -- in this case financially -- to pharmaceuticals. (Photo Alamy) The debate on whether we should cut ties to the monarchy was all but quashed last year after the outpouring of pomp and pageantry -- in Canada -- around the royal wedding. Canadians embraced the nuptials as if Prince William was their own and turned out in droves to see the newlyweds during their cross-country tour last July. From trying to get Pippa's butt to putting in their two cents on whether Prince Charles deserves the throne, Canadians love their Queen and all of the gossip that goes with her. (Photo Rex Features) Undoubtedly one of North America's natural wonders, the power and beauty of Niagara Falls never ceases to amaze, whether it's your first trip or 100th. Luckily for Canucks, the best place to view the falls is on the 'Canadian side'. That's right, busloads of tourists from around the world flood the observation areas near the falls in Ontario every day to snap the perfect picture for their Facebook profile. Do Americans bother to cross the border for the better view? You betcha. Just look out for the person using 'eh' at awkward times. (Photo Shutterstock) About 56 per cent of Canadians have a passport while just 37 per cent of Americans do. While the majority of Canadians haven't been to countries like Azerbaijan, they do take pride in seeing the world and it's difficult to not run into a Canadian while travelling abroad. A story by TechCrunch claims more Americans have a Facebook page than a passport. Perhaps they prefer to view the travel photos of their friends online than to actually see sights for themselves... (Photo CP) Canada limits corporate influence on our electoral process via spending limits on political donations and third-party advertising. The 2010 decision by the U.S. Supreme Court to strike down similar campaign finance laws in that country -- on grounds they violate the free-speech right of corporations -- poses a serious threat to democracy and the integrity of future elections in America. (AFP/Getty Images) The soul of hockey isn't at the Hockey Hall Of Fame. Or the Air Canada Centre (sorry Leafs fans). It's in places like Windy Arm, Yukon where you can skate on ice clearer than your bedroom mirror in a setting that's straight out of Tolkien's Middle Earth. Ours might be smaller and fewer in number but Canadian cities consistently rank above American cities on livability. In the most recent Mercer survey of livable cities, Canadian cities took 4th, 14th, and 15th place, while the highest-ranked American city was 33rd. (Photo Getty Images) According to Forbes, Canada is the best country in the world to do business and it's not because of the climate. Chalk it up to a lower corporate tax rate, excellent infrastructure and a well-educated populace. The U.S. and Europe's recent economic woes don't help them either. (Photo CP) Canada has greater social mobility. If you are born into the poorest 10 per cent, your odds of making it to the richest 10 per cent are considerably better in Canada than in the U.S. In other words, it's easier to realize the American Dream in Canada than it is in the U.S. (Shutterstock) (Photo Getty Images) When it comes to national anthems, we've always had a bit of an inferiority complex (the maple leaf is not a banner spangled in stars). But according to new research, our simple and quaint pro-Canuck ballad "O, Canada" is among the world's finest. We even trump the Americans and Brits. So what if you can't remember all the words? This is an anthem worth singing. (Photo Getty Images) Having a baby is hard work. And many women around the world aren't given the amount of time off they deserve post-delivery. But here in Canada, the true north strong and free, a lady can take up to a full year of paid maternity leave (17 weeks at 55 per cent of their salary and an additional 35 weeks after that). This contrasts vastly with The United States, Papua New Guinea, Swaziland, Liberia and Lesotho who provide no type of financial support for new mothers. (Alamy) Take a deep breath in... and slowly exhale it out. Do you smell that? You may not, but that's the scent of clean air flowing through your lungs. According to new research, Canada rates tops in air quality (meaning you can say "ta ta" to stinky smog and gross pollution. [Ed. Note unless you live in smog-heavy Toronto]). In fact, while the U.S. averages 18 micrograms of particulate matter per cubic metre of air, Canada averages only 13 micrograms. That also decreases our risk of developing bad air-induced health conditions like allergies. Now once again and all together now: inhale... (Photo Alamy) This "fake" Heritage Minute says it all: on July 20, 2005, Canada's government passed the Civil Marriage Act giving same-sex couples the same rights and privileges as heterosexual pairings. The LGBT community can not only marry, they can also adopt children. We also host one of the largest Gay Pride festivals in the world in Toronto every June/July. A decades-long U.S. trade embargo on evil 'Communist' Cuba means that that island's beaches and resorts have long been free of American tourists. Canadians, needing an escape from long winters have been flocking to the island for decades now. Since the collapse of the Soviet Union, Canada has also been a crucial trading partner of the island country. (Photo Getty Images) Many people think Canada is a country of citizens who don plaid, beaver tails and fur all year round. (We also, obviously, live in igloos.) So thank goodness for Joseph Mimran, the fashion powerhouse who is behind one of Canada's biggest and most popular clothing exports: Joe Fresh. His bright, colourful and decidedly on-trend collections are showing the world what Canada has to offer sartorially (which is not limited to some hipsterish version of a lumberjack). (Getty Images) Once a 44.5 kg weakling, The Great White North punches way above its weight class in the music world. A few decades ago, only a rare few Canadian musicians managed to establish international careers. But the rise of government funding for music and CanCon radio regulations supporting domestic tunes developed our homegrown scene until it was strong enough to lead a post-millennial Canadian Invasion. Nowadays we claim the world's biggest artists in almost any imaginable genre - Arcade Fire, Justin Bieber, Feist, Drake, Michael Buble, Deadmau5, Metric, Shania Twain, Celine Dion, Nickelback, Diana Krall, etc. Don't tell the Republicans, but we can thank "socialism" for all that money, money, money these musicians are making. (Photos By Getty Images) Tell us why you think Canada is great. Is it a photo of your favourite camping spot, a Canadian you really admire, our weird obsession with hockey and cold weather? We're looking for your responses on Twitter with the #LoveCanada tag, Facebook, in the comments and via e-mail. We'll be collecting the best responses and featuring them on our site in the coming weeks. (Photo Getty Images)  Share  Tweet  ✖ Advertisement Share this ✖ close Current Slide More: Fried Maple Leaves Eating Maples Leaves Maple Leaves Canada Maples Leaves Eating Maple Leaf Fried Maple Leaf Canadian Maple Leaves Canadian Maple Syrup How to Eat Maple Leaves How to Eat Leaves Eating Maple Leaves Japan Japanese Maple Leaves Fried Maple Leaves Japan Maple Leaf Tempura Momiji Tempura Video Suggest a correction Around the Web Fried Maple Leaves - Neatorama Time To Eat Fried Leaves in Japan - Kotaku Mino Park Fried Maple Leaves Are A Fall Specialty In Japan — And Word Is ... Maple leaf tempura anyone? If Japan Is Eating Fried Maple Leaves, Why Aren't We? Think you've had every type of tempura? Not until you've eaten deep-fried ... Fried Maple Leaves Are A Fall Specialty In Japan — And Word Is They Taste ...   Click here to view Conversations Conversations Most Popular 100 Pumpkin Carvings That Will Inspire You Pinterest Fried Maple Leaves Are A Delicacy In Japan, And We're Jealous Lens On Japan WATCH: HuffPost Readers School Us On Toronto's Real Must-Eats CookiesandTomatoes.com Toronto Dubbed Fourth Most Livable City In The World Getty Images One Of The World's 'Most Romantic Cities' Is Right Here In Canada Getty Images 33 Signs You Live In Liberty Village FLICKR: CARLOS PACHECO 8 Co-Workers You Really Don't Want To Deal With Creatas Images via Getty Images 30 Halloween Costumes For Kids That Are Too Cute For Words Pinterest 30 Cute Costumes For Pets That Will Make You Want More Pets Etsy Where to Find The Best Cheap Eats In Canada Guu 'Healthy' Cereals Ranked By How Much Sugar They Have Kellogs/Kashi/General Mills Fight Acne With.. Grapes? Jim Delillo via Getty Images 8 Nuit Blanche Displays With Powerful Messages Twitter 20 Pumpkin Pie Ideas That Will Improve Your Thanksgiving Menu HP FOLLOW HUFFPOST Email Email Address Options HuffPost Daily Brief Living Get top stories and blog posts emailed to me each day.. Facebook HuffPost Living Twitter HuffPost Follow Living Follow Google Plus HuffPost Living RSS The Huffington Post Living All RSS / Feeds Phone Available on the App Store Android App on Google Play Get it at Blackberry App World Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search advertise log in make HuffPost your home page RSS careers FAQ user agreement privacy policy comment policy about us about our ads contact us Copyright ©2014 TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. "The Huffington Post" is a registered trademark of TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. All rights reserved. Part of AOL Lifestyle Use this form to alert a HuffPost editor about a factual or typographical error in this story. Notify message * Required * * * What kind of error is this? Choose an option Factual or typographical Comment moderation problem Rights and permissions Other * What is the correction? 0 count Describe the error here (1,000 character limit) * Type the words below so we know you are not a cyborg Sign me up for The Huffington Post's Daily Brief Thank you!)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/issues/research.aspx?id=5856,BCTF > Nanaimo Specialist Teachers Focus Group Report  	Untitled Page  For Teachers For Parents For Media Home E-mail Lists Links A to Z Index Contact Us Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources Home > Issues in Education > Inclusive Education > Research Project Nanaimo Specialist Teachers Focus Group Report Ten Nanaimo specialist teachers came together in late October, 2002, to participate in a Focus Group, part of the BCTF Special Education/ESL Research Project. They provided input on the following four questions, which they had been given in advance of the meeting. Describe your school (size, grade levels, cultural and special needs mix, socio-economic status etc), your experience as a teacher, and your current teaching position/role. Describe the work that you did in the last few years in terms of connections with students with special needs, and/or with ESL students. What changes in your work with students with special needs/ESL students have happened during this school year, and how have these changes affected students’ learning? What do you consider actually or potentially positive or problematic in these changes? Participants in the Focus Group tended to combine responses to questions three and four, so these data are reflected in responses to question 3, below. Describe your school (size, grade levels, cultural and special needs mix, socio-economic status, etc.), your experience as a teacher, and your current teaching position/role. Ten teachers attended the focus group, reflecting a mix of settings and roles, including District Resource teacher, Speech Language Pathologist, elementary and secondary “Life Skills” and classroom teachers, Learning Assistance teachers, and teachers who are now school-based support teachers. Group members reflected a high level of teaching experience, reporting between nine and thirty-two years of teaching experience. Most participants had over twenty years of teaching experience. In terms of the schools or contexts in which the participants worked, all participants were from different sites. Participants worked in elementary and secondary sites which generally reflected the district’s north, central, and southern mix of settings. Participants worked in schools of varying size, which generally reflected the district’s socio-economic levels and cultural composition. Describe the work that you did in the last few years in terms of connections with students with special needs, and/or with ESL students. Participants were reminded to exclude the current school year from their response to this question. Rather than list the individual work described by participants, the following reflects some of the key themes from their comments: The group reflected both long and wide-ranging experience in general teaching and in support for students with exceptionalities. While this may appear to reflect general context rather than being a direct response to the question, it is important to state. Most participants understood well both “generalist” and “specialist” teacher perspectives and interactions. While in the role of specialist support teacher, such support often necessitated understanding of a wide range of exceptionality (high/low incidence, gifted, Learning Assistance), strategies (such as IEP development), and curriculum areas. Most had worked in settings ranging from segregated to fully inclusionary, with wide experience of resource rooms and partial integration settings with pull-out strategies. In general, participants described their experiences in a system reflecting a progression in recent years towards more-inclusionary settings. The experience of teaching was viewed as positive but challenging. One respondent spoke of teaching as “an interesting journey through all the phases of my career.” Others used words such as “exciting” or “stimulating” to describe their teaching experience in earlier years, or said that the work was hard but enjoyable. The views expressed were also balanced with descriptions of the challenges that were faced, but in ways that conveyed the sense that when most challenges occurred they could be met, and that there was optimism in building a better and more supportive educational environment. There was also a sense that the overall education system was guided more in the past by principles and beliefs which tried to blend “regular” and “special” education, creating a sense that there was an idealism in the system which was positive and more pervasive. Change has been a constant over time. Changes included increased numbers of students requiring adaptations or modifications, more needing Learning Assistance, more with behaviour problems. Paperwork had generally increased prior to the current year, and direct services to students had declined. Enrichment programs and services for the gifted were seen as reduced over time. The numbers of Educational Assistants had at times increased but more recently were considered to have declined, either in terms of overall numbers or in the amount of time allocated. Most of the pressure of such changes appeared to come from increased demands or complexity, while over the same period, there appeared to be fewer resources, so that the changes incrementally made teaching somewhat more difficult and less satisfying. Respondents indicated that they had less control over their jobs over time. This may be a more-tenuous analysis from the statements made. As an example, some participants suggested that Individual Educational Plans (IEPs) in earlier years appeared to be utilized to guide instruction, while several commented that they now appeared more connected to accountability demands, or with removing students from Foundational Skills Assessment tests (FSAs). Increased paperwork and bureaucracy was seen as an externally-imposed change to meet accountability requirements, and not one that was welcomed by Focus Group participants. As such external demands grew, the autonomy of the individual teacher appeared reduced, seemingly more reactive to systemic demands and expectations than encouraging of professional decisions to meet individual student needs. The capacity and concept of leadership has changed over time. Several respondents referred to previous years in which there was “strong” leadership in the school district. By this they meant district-level leadership which reflected a philosophical belief in inclusion, and progressive ideas and strategies for implementing integration. Specialist support teachers felt encouraged, motivated, and supported by such leadership. Some felt that district leadership had changed over time, and that they as specialist support teachers were less supported now. But there was also considerable sympathy for those in district leadership positions. In the same way that many participants suggested that they had less control over their jobs, so too did they feel that district management and staff had less autonomy, more external accountability demands, and lower budgets. The combination of external pressures essentially changed the nature of leadership. While it had once been a supportive, enabling force, it now appeared more linked to crisis management, as it seemed that more demands were expected to be met with fewer resources. District leadership, in the view of some participants, seemed over time to have become more of a conduit for provincial decisions (particularly accountability), and to be relaying the “bad news” of staffing or other cuts when the province announced reduced funding or increased accountability measures or policies. Some participants also reflected on the importance of Administrative Officer leadership in schools, and how this had been particularly effective when an AO had some empathy for students with special needs and experience with active support for implementing integration. Specialist support teacher and other staffing levels have eroded over time, and workload has increased. Participants were generally pessimistic about the trend of reduced specialist support for integration. One teacher remembered much of the ‘90s as being a time when “there was lots of Learning Assistance, trying to make things work for kids.” In recent years, participants spoke of lower levels of such staffing, resulting in reduced direct services to students and an increase in workload. There were mixed views on whether there were fewer Educational Assistants available, though some participants were concerned over district policies which capped numbers of Educational Assistants or their hours in schools. As support levels have declined in recent years, demand for services has increased. Increased demand in terms of providing services to students with special needs was not generally stated as being a result of higher numbers of designated students with special needs in the system, although some participants stressed their view that the incidences of behaviour problems was increasing. Caseload was considered to have increased, as there were fewer teachers to meet students’ needs, and there were increased numbers of students who were not designated but still appeared to have some additional needs. Increased demands in terms of attending IEP meetings and actually producing IEPs were one area of increased demand, as were demands for an increased level of adaptations and modifications. A shift toward less specialization appeared to be occurring in the perception of several participants. They spoke of a trend towards an individual specialist providing service to either students or classroom teachers in a much greater range than used to be the case. One person spoke of students being “lumped together,” referring to the tendency to address all Learning Assistance, Special Education, and ESL support as one kind of support, increasingly delivered by a single specialist. What changes in your work with students with special needs/ESL students have happened during this school year, and how have these changes affected students’ learning? The change from itinerant support to school-based support is both major and daunting. One participant noted that “the changes are so dramatic, and so new.” Nanaimo’s new model of school-based support is generally viewed as a way to manage within insufficient budgets, rather than having been developed to meet students’ needs. The major shift in approach has caused problems for the specialist teachers whose roles have changed, and for teachers in the schools where they are now located. Specialist teachers find that they are now offering much less direct service to students, and more in-servicing to teachers, in terms of adapting pedagogy or modifying materials, or advising teachers on how to include a range of exceptionalities. In this the role may not have changed, but the scope of exceptionality dealt with at the school often appeared wider — whichever specialist was in a school had to deal with whatever exceptionalities needed addressing at that school. In addition, with increased class size and no limits on class composition, there were increased demands for support from classroom teachers which were hard to meet, so that it seemed harder to get things completed satisfactorily. One participant commented, “We are barely afloat, and the ship is sinking.” Participants reported reduced job satisfaction and increased isolation. In previous years, specialist support teachers felt that they were part of a system with a structure that offered some level of collegiality and support, but they suggested that this no longer appeared to be the case. The support structure, within a district framework in which itinerant services were provided, included peer support, as well as support from senior district staff. By shifting to a school-based system, opportunities for collegial discussions with peers performing similar work have disappeared or become much less common. In addition, participants felt that district support for their work was reduced — one person said that it felt like “there was no-one behind me,” meaning nobody at the district level to discuss issues, or offer guidance, direction, or support. This left participants feeling much more isolated, at a time when demands and concerns from classroom teachers appeared at times “overwhelming,” as in many cases class sizes increased, more “needy” students seemed present in many classes, and EA time appeared limited. Changes in class size and composition are a major concern. Participants were critical of the provincial-government actions which resulted in fewer teachers and resources in schools, resulting in increased class size and more difficult class composition. A participant described one secondary class which consisted of 32 students: of those 32, seven were on modified programs, four required adaptations, four had behaviour problems, and two were International students with minimal English proficiency. A Grade 8 class of 30 was described which included 10 students with IEPs. Half of one school’s grade level required IEPs. Even where students were not identified or funded as “special needs,” there was a strong sense of increased neediness, with one teacher reporting 17 students in a class who all appeared depressed and non-responsive, but who had no access to counselling services. There was a strong sense that such changes to class size and class composition had simply been downloaded or dumped onto teachers. In the short term, this resulted in increased classroom-teacher requests to the school-based support staff for support or increased EA time, both demands which were unlikely to be satisfactorily met, in the view of Focus Group participants. Participants also reported higher stress levels, and increased demoralization among teachers, with increased frequency of sick leaves in some instances. One said, “There is so much unhappiness in my school. Everybody’s miserable.” The Focus Group was held when teachers had worked for less than two months of the school year. If this level of teacher stress and anxiety exists at this time of the year, then the future, in terms of teacher workload and stress, appears ominous. There’s a strong sense of “being behind” this year, compared to previous years. By this participants meant that IEPs were being written or completed later than usual, or that direct services to students were delayed longer than would normally be the case. Other reasons for being behind included documentation requirements, which often seemed linked more to accountability requirements than to the needs of students. In some cases, participants felt that IEPs were being written so that some students would be removed from the FSA test writing. Whatever the perceived reason for the bureaucracy and paperwork, it was felt that such work had a high priority for the district and had to be done before the work that specialist teachers would have identified as their own priorities. Participants expressed concerns about ethical issues in terms of communication with parents. Two areas of concern were explored. The first was that IEPs may not reflect the reality of the services provided to students. Many parents may not yet understand how difficult it has or could become for educators to follow the program outlined in the IEP because of increased class size, reduced supports, and in some cases more students with special needs in classes. This became an ethical issue or dilemma — what could or should be communicated to parents, who are assuming the IEP will be followed, if there are fears that it will not be? The second, and related issue, was a concern that the district was communicating the sense of this school year being “business as usual,” when these Focus Group participants felt that the early part of this school year was very far from business as usual. One participant stated, “Parents should know what’s going on — we shouldn’t be patching up the system.” The ethical issue involved what message should be communicated to parents. Should a calming message be conveyed, or should parents be told of the teacher concerns for levels of service? Educational Assistant time and availability appears less adequate this year. Some participants spoke of reduced EA time generally, or in areas like support for students with severe behaviour, or indicated that EA schedules were less flexible. Others said teachers were confused about access to EAs, and that it was difficult to give classroom teachers clear information about the availability of EAs. The impression generated was that as class sizes increased or class composition changed, teachers were asking for increased EA support, but were not receiving any increase in support. In some cases supports were actually reduced while demands or expectations were increasing. “Let’s do integration properly or not at all.” For any proponent of inclusionary school systems, this comment will be alarming, yet it reflects the strong frustration of one participant and possibly many other teachers. The participant spoke of a sense of being betrayed, that the concept of integration was presented to teachers as a system which included support mechanisms. For as long as such supports existed, teachers were prepared to do their best to make it work. But now teachers were seeing supports disappear, their class size increase, and additional accountability demands for strong academic results. In this context, integrated classrooms were, in one participant’s view, becoming unmanageable, and if this was the case, then that teacher’s support for inclusionary policies would quickly erode. Conclusion Two cautions should be expressed in terms of the data generated from this Focus Group. One is that these data were collected early in the school year, during a time when major changes are taking place in the overall school system, as well as in the model of Special Education and ESL support in the school district of Nanaimo. The second caution is that the majority of the Focus Group participants are specialist support teachers whose jobs have changed enormously. Both contexts potentially increase uncertainty and apprehension, and would influence responses and perceptions. Having stated such caveats, the data from this group of highly experienced and committed teachers is alarming. They described their passion for teaching and their sense of purpose in playing a constructive and vital part in students’ learning. They also described an educational system, the quality of which they consider to have been eroded over time. Such erosion has primarily been caused by increased student needs, accompanied by a parallel decline in resources, making it much harder to meet student needs. In addition, there appears to have been a general decline in job satisfaction over time, with less control over, or real participation in, systemic change and development, reduced capacity to work collaboratively, and increased imposition of demands for accountability reflected in increased paperwork. In light of these concerns over time, the current changes could be taken as just a continuation of an existing trend. But that is not what Focus Group participants were saying. Their statements made it very clear that the changes in the schools, and in their work, are very different this year. It was hard to find any sense of optimism in the comments they made. While there are many evident concerns about the current situation, the most appropriate description may be that there exists a feeling of fearful apprehension about what is yet to come. Participants stated that they believed that more cuts would occur, and that the future and cumulative damage would be even more severe in the future. The data from this Focus Group provides an early warning of a system which may be in crisis. There is no “business as usual” in many of the schools in which these teachers work, as much of their input illustrates. They are particularly concerned about class sizes and class compositions which are driven by fiscal, not educational, considerations. In a system which was already struggling to meet needs with limited resources, these recent dramatic class size/composition changes represent a severe blow to teachers’ capacity to meet student needs. Additional changes to concepts of district system support for integration also appear fiscally driven, and result in reduced supports to students. Data from the group suggest that one of the flashpoints for teacher concerns in the coming year may be the integration of students with special needs. Data from several BCTF surveys(1) have consistently stressed B.C. teachers’ general support for the philosophy of inclusion, but their concern with the pragmatics of integration. Data from this particular group indicates serious concern in terms of integration manageability very early in the school year. If this trend is generally reflective of how teachers are feeling, and if it continues, then the “fearful apprehension” mentioned above may be a fear of a possible crisis in which students’ needs cannot be met and teachers’ work becomes unmanageable. It is too early, and the data we have are too limited, to argue that this is in fact the case. All that can be stated is that there are many warning signs, and as this project proceeds we may find evidence to confirm or to moderate these concerns. Charlie Naylor BCTF Research November 2002 ____________________________ (1) See “B.C. teachers’ views of Special Education issues”.   About Us | News & Events | Publications | Advocacy & Action | Social Justice | Issues in Education © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media last tweet "" @ - 12:00am Follow @ last post "" facebook/ - Jan 1st Like Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/TeacherNewsmag.aspx?id=8170&fid=7812&printPage=true,BCTF > Teacher Newsmagazine, March 2005, Volume 17, Number 5  	BCTF Teacher Newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine of the B.C. Teachers’ Federation March 2005, Volume 17, Number 5    This month's issue is also available in PDF format. Click here or on the image above for the PDF version. Table of Contents AGM 2005 Agenda Are you missing your teacher-librarian? B.C. to give $150 million more to schools Candidates’ statements Classified advertising CLC Winter School Dividing the pension when a spousal relationship ends Experts believe cell-phone antennas pose danger Finland’s education system is tops: Here’s why For the record: Liberal policies imposed since 2000 From public…to private: Cuts threaten heritage school International Day for the Elimination of Racism, March 21 International Women's Day, March 8 La folie du testage standardisé Leaky schools in B.C. Who is responsible? Letter to minister from VSB LGBT issues in schools Literacy - The way it was meant to be New Teachers' Conference On being well: The changing classroom One teacher’s wish list President’s message Readers write Teachers online 24/7? Teachers' tips: Disaster relief Ten new BCTF lesson aids The PR in primary Tsunami fundraising Were you harassed?)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12680&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 1999 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 12, Number 1, September 1999 Health and Safety WCB issues orders WCB issues written orders to employers when violations of the Occupational Health and Safety Regulation are discovered during inspections by WCB officers. Recently, several school districts have received pages of violation citations, with orders to comply and submit compliance plans to WCB by a specific date. In each case, a phone call from either a local association or a worker resulted in a WCB officer inspecting a school and writing up orders. Orders written as a result of one school inspection apply to all schools and worksites operated by the employer. Failure to comply with the WCB can result in significant fines, not only to the employer as a corporate body but to individuals such as trustees, the superintendent, and administrative officers. Kootenay Lake School District. The WCB issued 21 orders to the employer as a result of a complaint from the local association to the WCB. An inspection determined that there were numerous violations of the WCB Regulation and gave the employer 30 days in which to provide a written plan of compliance. Violations included: failing to establish and maintain an overall occupational health and safety program; failing to establish procedures, policies or work environment arrangements to eliminate the risk to workers from violence; failing to establish procedures for reporting, investigating, and documenting incidents of violence; failing to ensure that corrective actions were taken in response to incidents of violence; and failing to ensure adequate direction and instruction of workers in the safe performance of their duties. The individual administrative officer (supervisor) was cited for not ensuring the proper training of workers under his or her direction. The employer also failed to post both the WCB orders and the plan of compliance in the worksite for at least seven days. In addition, the employer was cited for not providing a copy of the compliance report to the Occupational H&S Committee. Vancouver School District In December of 1998, after a WCB inspection of two elementary schools, at least 12 orders were written on a variety of H&S issues ranging from indoor air quality to bloodborne pathogens. The employer was cited for: failing to record complaints of indoor air quality; failing to investigate those complaints; and failing to ensure the regular inspection of all workplaces, including buildings, structures, grounds, excavations, tools, equipment, machinery, and work methods and practices. The employer was ordered to put in place an exposure control plan for bloodborne pathogens and other biohazardous material in recognition of the risk that teachers face in the workplace from exposure to them by bites, nosebleeds, scrapes, etc. Again, this employer was cited for failing to maintain an occupational H&S program, including training, records, and investigations. Nanaimo School District Wood dust is identified as a carcinogen by WCB. The Nanaimo School District was the subject of a recent review into the imposition of an additional assessment (fine) against it by WCB as a result of repeated violations in woodworking shops and a failure to submit a compliance plan that would eliminate wood dust or control it at acceptably low levels. In addition, the employer was cited for not having an effective first-aid program in place as per the WCB Regulation. Individual teachers and H&S committees have a lot of power if they choose. The employer must deal with all H&S complaints by recording them, investigating them, and taking corrective action. If this does not happen, a call to the toll-free WCB Prevention Line at 1-888-621-SAFE will result in a WCB inspection and orders served on the employer if violations are cited.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11196&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2002 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 14, Number 4, Jan./Feb. 2002  Children are not always wise online by Catherine Swift The Media Awareness Network (MNet) has known for a long time that Canadian kids are among the biggest users of media, particularly the Internet. Last year, MNet conducted a survey of 5,600 students aged 9 to 17 in schools across the country, and in June it released findings that focussed on the gap between parents’ perceptions of their kids’ online activities and what young people say they are actually doing online. On October 24, 2001, MNet released a second phase of findings from Young Canadians in a Wired World: The Students’ View, which examined the extent to which Canadian youth are putting themselves at risk as they explore the Internet, often with little or no supervision. This latest analysis focusses on specific risky activity—exploring private and adult-only chat rooms, meeting Internet acquaintances in person, viewing sexually explicit and hateful material, and sharing personal information. The findings reveal the extent to which kids have claimed the Internet as their own world, separate from their parents’ reach and knowledge. They may be technically savvy, but are they safe, wise, and responsible Internet users? Not always. Nearly six in ten Canadian kids use chat rooms, and twice as many secondary students as elementary students enjoy chatting online. The survey identified two high-risk chat behaviours: going into private chat areas to engage in one-on-one conversations, and visiting chat rooms that are designated for adults 18 years and over. Of the 56% of kids who use chat rooms, one-third visit adult chat areas that often contain sexually explicit conversations. The likelihood of this happening increases with age, but MNet sees a special problem with younger children, who often lack the necessary judgment to safeguard themselves. Anne Taylor, co-director of MNet explains: "During focus group research, we asked 12- and 13-year-old girls if they’d give their personal information to someone in a chat room. They replied that they would but only if they trusted that person. When we probed how long it might take to develop that trust, answers ranged anywhere from 15 minutes to two weeks!" Eighty-five percent of the children and youth who go into adult chat rooms and private areas of chat reveal that they are at home but unsupervised when they use the Internet. Eighty-two percent of this group say they have no household rule relating to this practice (39% of the overall sample say they do have a rule about talking to strangers in chat rooms). A key potential risk is kids’ meeting Internet friends in person. One-quarter of all the young Internet users surveyed have been asked by someone they’ve met online to get together face to face. Approximately 15% (or 839 respondents of the total sample of nearly 6,000) indicated that they’d taken that next step and actually gone to meet an Internet acquaintance. Of those 800-odd students, 129 went by themselves to meet their Internet friend. Only 6% asked a parent or another adult to accompany them. MNet acknowledges that these in-person meetings cover a wide range of scenarios and that some of the meetings were well supervised and positive. However, 100 of the young people characterized their meeting as a "bad experience." In response to an open-ended question, kids described the "bad experiences" in their own words, ranging from "didn’t like the person" to person was "fat," "ugly," "stupid," or "mean." Some of the more serious responses, which came from 18 young people, included "person wanted/or made sexual contact" "person used vulgar/sexual language" and "person was violent." MNet hopes to broaden this initial research by further study into these troubling and potentially dangerous behaviours. The survey probed the extent to which children and young people are exposed to pornography. Almost a quarter of students have received pornography from someone they have met online, and more than half have received pornographic junk mail. The vast majority (78%) of recipients did not tell their parents. While a quarter of young people say they look online for pornography, 53% say they ended up on a porn site by accident. Most say they got to the site by doing a search for something else, or typing in the wrong address. Others got to the site by clicking on a link given to them in a chat room or sent by e-mail. Only 24% told a teacher or parent about it. The kids’ replies indicate that they rely on their friends or their own ingenuity, rather than adults, when dealing with sexually explicit material. Almost half of students at the secondary level say someone has made unwanted sexual comments to them on the Internet. Girls are more likely than boys to have received such comments. Over a quarter of respondents of all ages report encountering hateful comments online and 16% of young Internet users say they have posted comments themselves that were hateful toward a person or group of people. The survey also gave clear evidence that Canadian children and youth don’t understand the importance of safeguarding their personal information. Almost one-quarter of the youth surveyed indicated they would give out both their name and address to win a prize in an online contest. Most said they have their own e-mail account, the majority of which are free web-based accounts. When registering for free accounts, 86% of youth indicated their gender, 68% provided their real name, 29% their address, and 20% their phone number. "We are concerned about the ways that Canadian children and youth are putting themselves at risk," says Jan D’Arcy, co-director of MNet. "At the same time, we’re heartened by the fact that parental involvement, supervision, and rules around the Internet appear to have an impact on how kids conduct themselves online." The findings gleaned from the survey will play an integral role in shaping public policy on safe, wise, and responsible Internet use in Canada. The data will also enhance the development of MNet resources such as the national Web Awareness Canada program and further work with active and committed partners in the public library, education, and community sectors. Catherine Swift is an independent consultant, Ottawa. Funding for this study was provided by the Government of Canada and data collection and analysis were conducted by Environics Research Group. For more information on the surveys cited in this article go to www.media-awareness.ca/eng/webaware/netsurvey/index.htm. To contact MNet write to info@media-awareness.ca The Media Awareness Network (MNet) is a not-for-profit education organization whose mandate is to support and encourage media and information literacy in Canadian homes, schools, and communities. MNet hosts a large web site, www.media-awareness.ca, and licenses professional development workshops for teachers to raise awareness about Internet issues that are emerging as children and young people go online. MNet is sponsored by Bell Canada, Rogers@Home, CanWest Global, BCE, CTV, CHUM Television, A & E Television Networks, AOL Canada, and the Government of Canada.)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "#FunFriday Fact: #BC has the highest small business employment in Canada. October is Small Business Month! Check out: http://t.co/20bcLmlvFP" @bcliberals - 03:55pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2011/10/abbotts-plan-drastic-changes-with-no.html?showComment0751319005872457,Staffroom Confidential: Abbott's plan: Drastic changes with no consultation? Deja vu all over again Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Friday, October 14, 2011 Abbott's plan: Drastic changes with no consultation? Deja vu all over again Yesterday the Minister of Education announced with some further description the coming legislative changes to BC's education system. Seems the "21st century learning" buzz was indeed a set-up and here it comes. (see http://www2.news.gov.bc.ca/news_releases_2009-2013/2011EDUC0086-001303.htm for the news release) The Minister assures us we've all been consulted: "I want you to know about another discussion that’s taking place. It’s a much broader conversation government has been having with students, parents, teachers, and other education partners about our plan to make our good education system a great one." Did I miss something? I remember that fancy online book, with the little boxes that you could enter a few sentences into. Is that the "broader conversation" he's talking about? Or maybe it was the hour long tweet chat. Yes - there was real depth to that consultation. Or perhaps the closed door meeting with the Superintendent's association? Is that where the conversation got "broad"? Instead of investing dollars back into funding what is needed - smaller classes, more specialist teachers, building new schools in fast growing areas like Surrey - the government seems intent on forcing unwanted change on an underfunded system and of wasting a lot of money paying big IT companies for " Learning empowered by technology". I guess that's why IBM was at that closed door presentation with the Superintendents. Is this going to be another BCeSIS writ large? Here are my fears from the "five key elements": 1. "Personalized learning for every student". We will take resources out of classrooms and instead spend them writing up "plans". More administrative paperwork, less teaching and learning. Fewer teachers and maybe fewer instructional hours for students. Students receiving credit for private educational services (such as art, music and sports outside the public school system) and a corresponding drop in the elective course offerings available at schools. 2. "Quality teaching and learning". So far, the emphasis has been on "fix the teacher" rather than "respect the teacher" or "support the teacher". I see further erosion of teaching professionalism through increased supervision, evaluation and discipline by administrators (many of whom have very little teaching experience). This will be a serious morale issue for teachers. It is also terribly unfair to hold teachers "accountable" when teachers do not have adequate resources to do their jobs.  3. "More flexibility and choice". Choice is about a system that puts "my child first", not a system that puts "our children first". Since the opening of catchment areas, for example, those who can, have fled inner city schools leading to a ghetto-ization in poorer neighborhoods. Flexibility is about giving school administrators most of the say in how resources are allocated. This creates a system where everyone must fight over ever declining funding rather than a system with minimum standards for everyone. "Flexibility" in class size meant some classes of 15 but others of 45, rather than every class under 30. This was a real set back for equal opportunity - a foundational principle of our public system. 4. "High standards". This probably means more standardized testing beyond the Foundation Skills Assessment. Are we headed down the road the US took? 5. "Learning empowered by technology". This sounds like a lot of money for some tech companies to come and outfit schools with something. In the best case, it will at least be useful technology for classrooms. In the worst, it will be another BCeSIS - a mega-dollar data collection boondoggle extraordinaire.  It might also mean more distributed learning and less instructional time with teachers. Sadly, this looks to be another "Year 2000", another "Portfolio", another government agenda put together in board rooms, not classrooms, that is doomed to fail. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 5:27 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 4 comments: 3G'sOctober 14, 2011 at 10:32 PM Amen. I agree with your take Tara. Maybe someone should redevelop a BCLiberal dictionary (I seem to remember seeing one around 2002-2003), defining (i.e. translating) terms like 'consultation', 'personalized learning', and 'flexibility' into plain speak. All we are seeing is Abbott pushing for a system where money can be saved/cut under the mantra of "21st century learning". He can cut the fat (teachers- students' most vocal advocates) out of the system to be replaced by... what? Kind of short on the details, isn't he. But that's okay, he has broadly discussed it with some people, in secret, with the helpful advice of his spin doctors I'm sure. My guess: despite ridiculously low success rates, he is going to push our students into more distance learning, where they will finally get the flexibility to flounder on their own in an impersonal and under-supported medium.  Now there is true leadership. I suppose we can just speculate until this next promised renaissance in learning occurs- with their track record, it will likely be a train wreck as usual.ReplyDelete AnonymousOctober 18, 2011 at 11:31 PM Thanks Tara for providing this analysis. And thanks teachers for defending public education and for enduring these difficult times during your strike for our sake (parents/students)and for your rights.ReplyDelete AnonymousOctober 29, 2011 at 11:04 AM I guess we will get to see what it looks like to have 48,000 teachers quit. OH! Abbott forgot one key component in his grand scheme. Kids by nature really don't like doing school work. He looks at this radical change in education as though it's intended for 40 year olds trying to get their GED. Are they kidding, or are they really that stupid? Can Abbott be that stupid? Wow! It takes my breath away.ReplyDelete AnonymousOctober 29, 2011 at 11:24 AM Wasn't it Crusty Clark who said she intends to increase international student enrollment to help shore up the funding for public schools? Why would students come to BC for a school system - Abbott intends to put in place? They could get that type of education anywhere. Just think about for a second; one of the more highly regarded public education systems in North America gets replaced by the Rosetta stone on-line learning program.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ▼  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ▼  October (16) Abbott's plan: some thoughts... Teachers upset with BCPSEA allegations and threats... BCPSEA's hypocritical application to LRB over BC t... Occupy Education Builds Momentum The "transformation agenda" for BC education? - fo... Big brother and the Ministry of Education How to judge a School Board candidate - by their r... Solidarity and the 99% - Why teachers should suppo... Occupying Education Abbott's plan: Drastic changes with no consultatio... Guest post: Tobey Steeves on Bills 27/28 - a perso... BCPSEA - missing the point on local bargaining We are the 99 BC government proposal for class composition is "r... A little interlude... BC School Trustees consider a teacher lockout ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "October is #FosterFamilyMonth. Thank you #BC for opening your homes and hearts to more than 5,900 children and youth." @John_Yap - 11:14pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/SocialJustice.aspx?id=22010&libID=22000,BCTF > ES Books  	BCTF Social Justice  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources   For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Social Justice > Issues > Environment and Sustainability Environment and Sustainability Books and Novels A Child’s Enchanted Garden. Stewart, H.E. Grades: Pre Kindergarten to Grade 2 Themes: Seasons, cycles, interconnection In this story, the author follows the change of seasons in grandfather’s garden. The author explores the co-existence of the apple tree and the birds, the animals and insects that live on or around it. In the winter, all is quiet. Spring arrives, and along come the robins to build their nest and lay their eggs. The birds hatch, and soon they are learning to fly. In the summer, the birds and the apples are growing; and in the fall, it is time for apple picking. The Elders are Watching. Bouchard, David and Vickers, Roy Henry. Grade 4 and up Themes: First Nations, sustainability, respect for the environment The Elders Are Watching is a plea to respect the natural treasures of the environment and a message of concern from Aboriginal leaders. Farewell to Shady Glade. Peet, Bill. Grades 1 to 4 Themes: Development, urban sprawl Although this story was written in 1981, the moral in Farewell to Shady Glade continues to have strong relevance in today’s society. As a result of urban development and sprawl, a family of racoons is about to lose their home to the efforts of a bulldozer. They leave their shady glade, ironically, on the very instrument that brought humans so quickly across the continent, a train, in search of a new shady glade. With beautiful sketches, a strong moral and memorable characterization of woodland creatures, Farewell to Shady Glade resonates today just as much as it did 30 years ago. For the Birds. Atwood, Margaret and Bianchi, John. Grades 3 to 7 Themes: Stewardship, cause and effect, birds Samantha, newly moved to the big city, is feeling lonely and homesick. She takes her frustration out on some birds by throwing rocks at them, and a cardinal is hurt. Ms. Merganser, her neighbour, is very angry and tells Samantha that she needs to be taught a lesson. All of a sudden, Samantha and Ms. Merganser magically transform into birds. Samantha and Ms. Merganser fly off on an adventure that takes them from the city to the countryside and all the way down to South America, on a path that follows bird migration routes. Along the way, Samantha learns about birds and the environmental hazards they face. The Little Hummingbird. Yahgulanaas, Michael Nicoll. Kindergarten to Grade 12 Themes: Forest, inspiration, courage, activism This inspiring fable is based on a South American indigenous story about a hummingbird who doesn’t give up as she tries to save the forest from a wild fire. This book also includes a positive message from Wangari Maathai who is an environmental activist, advocate for civil society and women’s right and the founder of the Green Belt Movement. The beautiful illustrations are depicted in Haida art. The Lorax. Seuss, Dr. Grades 4 to 12 Themes: Pollution, forestry, environmental disconnection, and hope The Lorax is an ecological caveat arising from modern humanity’s relationship with the environment in conjunction with growth-based capitalism. In genuine Dr. Seuss style, the rhymes are lyrical, the characters eccentric, the illustrations wondrous, and the tale moralistic. It is a story of opportunity, extraction, exploitation, remorse, and consequence. With an overarching urgency for change, The Lorax culminates with a message of hopefulness in humanity’s ability to choose a different relationship with the planet. Mama Miti: Wangari Maathai and the Trees of Kenya. Napoli, Donna Jo and Nelson, Kadir. Kindergarten to Grade 3 Themes: Trees, green belt, woman’s issues, and activism Mama Miti is a biography of Wangari Maathai, the Kenyan environmental activist who received the 2004 Nobel Peace Prize for helping Kenyan village women solve problems from hunger to dirty water with the same solution: “Plant a tree.” Eventually, Maathai’s green belt movement became a worldwide mission. The illustrations are breathtaking, vibrant collages. Pacific Wild Books. McAllister, Ian and Read, Nicholas. Grade 5 and up Themes: Grizzly Bears, wolves, ocean life, ecology, biodiversity, and indigenous culture Pacific Wild books addresse a number of the Prescribed Learning Outcomes for grades 5 to 12 established by the B.C. Ministry of Education. The Race to Save the Lord God Bird. Hoose, Phillip. Grade 6 and up Themes: Birds, cause and effect, endangered species This book is a historical overview, using drama, suspense, and mystery to tell the story of the ivory-billed woodpecker, the first modern endangered species. In 1800, the large and impressive woodpecker lived in the south eastern United States, from Texas to the Carolinas and as far north as Indiana. By 1937, it could be found on only one tract of land in north eastern Louisiana. Its last confirmed sighting was in Cuba in 1987. Hoose introduces each individual involved through interesting, historically based scenes. A River Ran Wild. Cherry, Lynne. Grades 1 to 6 Themes: Rivers, history, timeline, industrial revolution, teamwork, activism, change In a River Ran Wild, Cherry traces the ecological evolution of the Nashua River—how it was respected by generations of First Nations, polluted and ultimately deadened in the wake of the industrial revolution and then restored in recent years through the efforts of concerned citizens. This is an American case study, with tremendous relevance to the welfare of all rivers. Tale of a Great White Fish: A Sturgeon Story. De Vries, Maggie and Benoit, Renne. Grades 1 to 4 Themes: Fraser River, conservation, fishery, sturgeon Big Fish is ancient and enormous. In her 177 years, she’s brushed against death more than once —stalked by panners in the gold rush of 1858, nearly crushed in a rock slide in 1913, almost stranded when the lake drained into the river in 1924, and threatened by a mysterious disease that killed many other sturgeons in the early 1990s. This exciting adventure tale offers science, history, and environmental lessons supplemented with a glossary, a diagram, and interesting facts about the biology and history of the sturgeon. Wump World. Peet, Bill. Grades 1 to 4 Themes: Pollution, appreciation, consequences, colonization, technological determinism After polluting their planet beyond habitability, the Pollutions blast off into outer space to claim another planet as their home. Wump World is already home to a thriving population of Wumps who are more than happy to co-exist with nature, just the way it is. Wump World is an entertaining, pro-environment children’s book with messages about pollution, nature appreciation, taking care of the precious planet we live on, and hope.   About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=31324,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2013 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 26, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 2013   Pourquoi je n’achèterai rien pour ma classe  par Tanis Maxfield   Lors de ma première année comme enseignante, j’ai rencontré ma collègue Denise. Elle enseignait déjà depuis 6 ans et elle m’a offert de l’aide et des conseils qui m’ont aidé à survivre à cette année tant redoutée. Le message le plus profond qu’elle m’a apporté m’a échappé pendant longtemps et il m’a fallu plusieurs années pour en comprendre l’importance. Elle m’a dit: “Je n’achète jamais quoi que ce soit pour ma classe de ma poche.” Elle adorait ses élèves et elle travaillait fort pour planifier des leçons engageantes et amusantes. Ce n’est pas qu’elle ne voulait pas avoir affiches, bordures de babillards, livres, etc. dans sa classe. Au contraire, elle trouvait pénible les lacunes dans sa classe. Alors, pourquoi faisait-elle cela? C’est simple. Elle avait compris que plus on paye de notre poche, plus on cache la réalité de nos salles de classes. Autrement dit, si les parents ne voient pas des classes sans ressources, ils ne font rien pour changer la situation. C’est quand les parents se rendent compte de la réalité financière de notre système, qu’ils demandent des changements. Cette philosophie n’est pas limitée aux dépenses pour la classe. Il existe plusieurs exemples de coupures budgétaires cachées par la bienfaisance des enseignants, des parents et des élèves. Combien de fois a-t-on organisé des ventes de pâtisseries, des collectes de bouteilles vides, des rafles, etc. pour ramasser des fonds pour le PAC/conseil des parents? Récemment, un parent a écrit une lettre à l’administrateur de son école pour exprimer son horreur vis-à-vis du manque de propreté de l’école. L’administrateur a passé le message aux enseignants pour les encourager à parler aux élèves. Est-ce que les élèves ont besoin de prendre part à la responsabilité de garder l’école propre? Absolument! Mais la réalité c’est que les coupures budgétaires ont diminué le temps dont disposent les concierges pour nettoyer l’école. Si l’administrateur avait expliqué cela au parent, peut être qu’elle aurait adressé sa lettre au ministre de l’Éducation. J’ai appris beaucoup de Denise pendant ma première année d’enseignement, mais cela m’a pris toutes ces années pour comprendre sa leçon la plus valable. Et voilà pourquoi je n’achète rien pour ma classe de ma poche. _______________ Tanis Maxfield, professeur de mathématiques/sciences à l’École KLO middle school et aussi représentante bargaining/WLC chair pour le syndicat Central Okanagan Teachers’ Association        Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=22917&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 23, Number 6, April 2011   Day of pink Teachers launch new learning resource while ignore homophobia in schools To mark the Day of Pink, the BC Teachers’ Federation and the Pride Education Network (PEN) have launched a new resource for teachers entitled “The Gender Spectrum: What Educators Need to Know.” This new guidebook complements the resources currently available to help teachers address homophobia and transphobia in schools. “For over a decade, the BCTF and PEN have been working together to create safe and inclusive schools for all students and families—whatever their place on the gender spectrum,” said BCTF President Susan Lambert. “I’m very proud of our ongoing work in this area.” The BCTF and PEN are making a difference by providing resources, lesson plans, and professional development workshops on anti-homophobia education and by supporting Gay Straight Alliance clubs—65 are currently active in BC secondary schools. As well, local teacher unions, parents, and students have been calling for discrete policies to support lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, two-spirited, queer, and questioning (LGBTQ) students and same-gender families. To date, 12 school boards in BC have adopted policies in this area. By contrast, neither political party in BC has taken any concrete action to protect LGBTQ students, despite years of lobbying and advocacy work. Recently, PEN conducted a survey of BC Liberal and BC NDP leadership candidates, but only BC NDP candidates Dix, Horgan, Farnworth, and Simon chose to respond. Faune Johnson, a retired teacher and PEN member says, “We’ve asked for action for many years but politicians continue to ignore the plight of LGBTQ students. True leaders step up to the plate; they don’t hide behind a wall of silence.” Kindergarten teacher Jessica Campbell concurs. “Homophobia and transphobia can affect any student at any age. I see it in my classroom. Hatred is a learned behaviour. Teachers are trying hard to eradicate it without any support from the Ministry of Education. What we really need are mandatory LGBTQ policies in every school district and concrete support for us to do this critical work,” Campbell said. Lambert noted that the Day of Pink is not a generic antibullying day. It originated when students came together to assert that homophobic bullying in particular, had no place in their schools. “As teachers, we know that our students often teach us important life lessons. The Day of Pink is an important example of how adults can learn from young people about how to build a better world,” Lambert said. New resource: The Gender Spectrum: What educators need to know This professional resource is designed for Kindergarten to Grade 12 teachers and has many practical lesson plans. It focuses on gender role stereotyping and how rigid beliefs about gender identity and expression limit studentsí ability to fully express themselves. It includes information on using gender inclusive language in the classroom, gender roles and play in primary classrooms, use of literature to challenge gender stereotypes, examining novels for gender bias, discussing gender with secondary students, First Nationsí perspectives of gender and much more. The lesson plans are designed to be embedded within your existing curriculum. There is also a comprehensive list of resources included which would be very useful for school libraries. Teacher Librarians are encouraged to catalogue it as a professional resource for their staff and highlight its existence at a future staff meeting. You can view the entire handbook online at: bctf.ca/SocialJustice.aspx?id=17990 You can also order hard copies by sending a cheque payable to Pride Education Network for $7 per copy to: Pride Education Network, Box 93678, Nelson Park PO, Vancouver, BC V6E 4L7.  )
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2014/09/tentative-agreement-yes-or-no.html?showComment=1410930303004,Staffroom Confidential: Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, September 16, 2014 Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Despite what I know was a herculean effort on the part of our bargaining team, I very much hope that BC teachers will vote no to the tentative agreement. After five weeks of strike, and twelve years of legal battles, this is not the deal that will restore sanity to public education and it is not a fair deal for teachers and students. Just as teachers in Saskatchewan rejected a deal to ensure a better outcome, I hope BC teachers will consider a no vote to let our team know we have to go back to the bargaining table. Class size, composition The agreement provided a modified LIF fund starting at $75 million per year and increasing to $85 by the last year. It is for teachers only, which will mean a slight improvement in Districts where sizeable portions were spent on Education Assistants or senior District staff rather than teachers. However, in an average size District like Victoria (20,000 students, 1,000 teachers), this will translate into about 5-10 more teachers. That is one for every five schools. To put it in comparison, Justice Griffin's judgement estimated the lost funding due to lost class size language at about $330 million in current dollars. (Read more here about the proposed Education Fund.) I heard so many teachers speak up about the need to ensure that we do not return to over-crowded classes when the strike ends. This agreement does very little to alleviate what is the most pressing issue. Throwing away the court victory The agreement provides a "reopener" in the event we win on appeal our class size language. What this means is that the language returns, but is not implemented until new language is negotiated. Without the actual implementation of the returned language, there will be very little incentive for the government to bargain it back. We would essentially be back in the very same position we are in today, with government trying to bargain it out and us trying to bargain it back in. In my opinion, even if we were legislated back to work we would be in a superior position. If we won the appeal the government would then be forced to implement the language. We are thus throwing away our historic court victory and the bargaining pressure it potentially creates. The reopener is really only mildly less offensive than E80. In both cases, we have to bargain back what was illegally taken from our contract and the government will probably never have to restore it. In fact, the "reopener" creates the perfect opportunity for government to lock us out to try and force us to agree to something far inferior. Throwing away the remedy for the last twelve years The agreement provides $105 million to compensate for grievances over-sized classes for the last twelve years. Using Justice Griffin's estimates, our loss is roughly $300 million times 12 = over $3 billion. I cannot fathom how $105 million is a fair compromise. The BCTF's original proposal to put this money back into the system was a more fair and productive approach. This agreement means we can no longer go to the courts for a fair remedy. Wages The agreement is very close to government's original offer. While I would be willing to accept this if the class size language was returned, teachers should not be taking such a significant monetary loss without the commensurate gain in working conditions. We have lost roughly 12% of our annual salary. We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut. Minimal improvements There are very minimal improvements in preparation time for elementary teachers (10 minutes per week), and TTOC daily rate. The TTOC daily rate change may depend on your grid placement. It could actually be a wage loss for long term TTOCs who are above category 5 and step 7. There is also $11 million in health and dental benefits. At 40,000 members, this is $275 each. Hardly worth consideration in the context of the rest of the agreement. What next? There are a variety of options if we vote no. We can continue the strike. We can choose to return to work and continue bargaining. We do not, and should not, accept an agreement that doesn't meet our needs and doesn't meet the needs of students and public education. When Saskatchewan teachers rejected the first deal which had 5.5% wage increases over four years, the second deal had 7.3% increases over four years. They have said this still isn't good enough. For us, our main issue is classroom conditions. We need to say this isn't good enough. The way to do that is to vote no. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 7:48 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 124 comments: Troy MooreSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:17 PM The EC recommendation states the open clause will be argued from restored language. However, selling our grievances for nothing as the 105 million is strike savings, is plenty of reason to vote no. Further, no composition caps, but a fund controlled by Superintendents is enough reason to vote no. Thursday I will vote no.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:06 PM Re-opener also says "education fund" in place until new language bargained, so old language can disappear forever.Delete Reply Mme RousseauSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:33 PM Government starved us to death hoping we'd vote yes to whatever deal they'd offer. Planned it from the start.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:07 PM We can sill choose (collectively) to return to work if we reject this deal. Many options.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:09 PM Great analysis, Tara! I think that returning to work would be a bad idea. This will frustrate parents more if they need to find new ways to deal with taking care fo kids. USe the money given to you by the other unions. I am a teacher who had to quit for stress over the terrible condition of work (split FI grade 4/5, several low LD kids with little support, one severe with no support, 2 gifted (no support), and a principal who expected me to teach 2 separate social studies AND science programs)Delete Reply Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:56 PM Good points by all but the gov't succeeded in starving my family out and completly breaking us. I will be voting YES and live to fight another dayReplyDelete Replies schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:21 PM 'Fight another day'? In the last twelve years that we have been pushing back against this government, never has the tide tide been so much with teachers, class size/composition, and public education - and never has the government been pushed back onto the ropes (especially with the call for binding arbitration). What 'other day' is being proposed that we wait for? Now is the time. Vote 'no' and give the BCTF bargaining team a renewed mandate to get a decent deal for students and teachers.Delete Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:10 PM "Another day" means to wake up and realize that 2more weeks means my family of 5 could lose our home. It means I will do all I can to recall Cc, Factbender, and other mla's, and maybe even having "a guy I know" have a chat with them. In year 1 of their reign, I don't believe they even know what "the ropes" are. I will vote YES ...for my family, and I can live with thatDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:12 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply Karen FergusonSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:03 PM Just a question: When the Saskatchewan teachers voted no, had they already been on strike for 5 weeks?ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM No. They are working with no contract. They are not on strike.Delete Shannon DavisSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:23 AM I am a Saskatchewan teacher. We are not on strike; we are currently in the conciliation process after voting "no" to 2 previous offersDelete Reply "Mama Rose"September 16, 2014 at 9:27 PM Can we truly return to work without agreeing and continue bargaining? When I suggested returning to work a few weeks ago, the answer was "being on strike puts pressure on the gov't and without pressure they have no reason to settle." And can you explain more how legislating us back would be better than agreeing to this deal? And finally, why would the BCTF executive put forward a deal that was not a good one?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:30 PM Because they need confirmation of the resolve of the membership to get something better. That is what a no vote does.Delete Reply Troylana MSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:28 PM some great points to ponder, tara......thinking thinking....ReplyDelete schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:43 PM If we vote 'no' to the tentative deal we still have options: We'd not have a contract. But we could... a) strike with full picket lines b) partially strike with phase 1 (work-to-rule) in schools c) partially strike with periodic/rotating job action d) continue negotiating e) return to work and re-escalate strike f) some/all of the above ReplyDelete Replies Caroline MackenzieSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:21 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:14 PM a) will expedite matters (I say less that 3 days)Delete Reply danabjornsonSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:05 PM I am thinking that a legislated, crappier contract would only be in effect for 2 years max (before elections...). If we take this offer, then we will be agreeing to this pseudo-E80. Should we win the court case (which we likely will), we will have to settle on the terms of the THIS negotiated contract which doesn't actually restore learning conditions; it simply allows for those conditions to be negotiated. If we say n, then we default to the 2002 contract, which DOES restore the language. A "yes" vote is saying that we are good on "crumbs"; a "no" vote is saying we want an actual meal. That's my understanding, anyway. Please correct me where I am wrong, Tara. :)ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:44 PM And word is IF they legislate, they could opt to legislate back Grade 10-12 only causing the union to have to lay off all teachers and re-hire based on seniority. That will tear the union at the seams pitting teacher against teacher for those positions. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:17 PM There will be a general strike if that were to happen! They better not do this. They will regret it.Delete Reply imaginefunlearningSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:09 PM Some good points on the background of our fight over the past 12 years, which I have been actively engaged in; however we need to recognize the climate we are in. We are not in Sask. people! We have just come through a very long summer!! We need to thank our @bctf bargaining team & recognize the toll this has taken on all of us & our families. I don't have the luxury of more time on the strike line. This may be as good as it gets. Let's read the agreement and consider getting back to work and making some $ again! That's my 2 cents worth, which would come in really handy right now!!!ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:18 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply RobSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:11 PM Go back in work to rule mode. Work this winter to recall every Liberal MLA. ThAt is the only way to apply pressure to these criminals. ReplyDelete Replies Kate RestonSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:03 PM Recall! Not sure who won the battle but the war is still onDelete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:14 AM Well said Kate... I agree 100%Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:20 PM I think say NO and a better deal will be done in less than 3 days. These guys are not criminals, they are lower than that. I bet they get a sick pleasure in hurting the kids and the teachers.Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:31 PM An official recall is in the works: https://www.facebook.com/groups/316129595235450/?fref=ts Please consider joining.Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:26 AM Leah - do you honestly think anyone who voted BC Liberal did so thinking that they would act any differently on the education file?Delete Reply JJSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:16 PM I am glad to see other members who share my views. I am outraged at a 1.2 percent "raise" in salary per year that doesn't even meet inflation of currently 2%. I feel used and abused.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:23 PM Not to mention all of the other pittance! I am actually surprised that Iker asked teachers to vote on this! Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:18 PM Hi Tara Thanks for the summary! Will we be able to vote NO to the deal, but vote YES to returning to work? Will there be three options when we vote Thursday? Why did the BCTF agree to a substandard deal for us? If we vote no to a deal that was recommended to us, the teachers look like the bad guys and public approval will plummet. I am very disappointed and frustratedReplyDelete Replies KataSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:12 AM Public approval will not necessarily plummet. I have seen strikes where the membership has voted against the executive's "best results to date", and ended up with a better offer. This offer is an insult. The $300 million will not bring funding to the national average (I believe). More importantly, the wage offer is half of the average wage increase for public and private workers (StatsCan). Delete Reply MontySeptember 16, 2014 at 10:19 PM Thank you, Tara. My thoughts too, more clearly expressed. As well, Thursday is too soon to vote, too soon to vote, too soon to vote........ReplyDelete Richard ChalkeSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:21 PM Vote no and lose every shred of public support...just sayin!ReplyDelete Replies UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:31 AM I am a member of the public and would support a "no" vote. js!.Delete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:01 AM Richard Chalke, NO you won't! I am a mother with 3 adopted special needs children who need to be in a class that is designed for them and others like them (my kids are academically slightly delayed but their issues are more social and behavioural) where they can receive the education they deserve taught in a way they can comprehend. I will speak now for all the parents I know, and we will support the teacher's if they continue to fight for our children's best interest.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:28 PM It might not be pretty at first, but once we explain things (and I hope the Mandarin-speaking teachers flood the Richmond organization that voiced their concerns), they will back us. The 3 billions that the judge came to is the first I hear about. This should be stated to every newsmedia comment section in the province. Minimize pickets and flood those outlets with commenters, just like the Liberals do. Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:45 PM I am a member of the public and a single Mother of a child in the public school system. You will NOT lose one bit of my support if you vote no. I know that you are sacrificing so that my child can have a better education, and I am most grateful for it. Having said that, I also know that you are exhausted and broke. I have been dreading that you may have to settle for less than what you (we) deserve because the government succeeded in breaking you. I am not in your shoes, so cannot judge. If the vote is a yes, I understand and I am still behind you. Delete Reply Alison RocheSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:25 PM It is a crap deal. It's always a crap deal. Once you raise the stakes to striking, anything else is a cave in. The last time we walked out was the 3 day illegal strike where I threw away 1200$ and got EXACTLY the same contract I had the year before. The BCTF called it a win because they didn't rip up MORE of my contract. Ridiculous. There are a few of us that believe that working to contract, doing 100% of your teaching job and nothing more (like paying for supplies out of your own pocket or EC) is the only way teachers will survive this government. What if they get re-elected again? Then what? Teachers have lost thousands to these clowns to make "statements" about the state of public education in this province. We can't keep sacrificing ourselves and our families. And in the meantime, you talk to parents about why you have to take this crappy road. Because up until this strike they mostly didn't care about the state of education, but god forbid you didn't run a Sports Day. Then suddenly they wanted to know what the hell was going on. Keep the conversation going in schools. Attend your PAC meetings and stop enabling this govt to underfund and overwork the system. And still get paid!ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:20 AM I am very excited at the prospect of returning to my beloved job on Friday. However I will NOT continue to put my personal money into my classroom and I will be seriously reconsidering my involvement in extra curriculars. I think we shoot ourselves in the foot with all the unpaid work we so willingly volunteer to do. Delete Reply FCSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:38 PM I heard a rumour last week from a loose lipped government insider that after the 22nd, depending on the outcome of the negotiations the Liberals were going to announce a 3 step process. I was not clear if this was based on 3 steps to resolve the strike (perhaps the 3rd step is legislation??) or 3 steps to overhaul the education system, either way, they will settle it outright. I wish you all luck and all the information that you need to make a sound decision of what you feel is best.ReplyDelete Replies Lisa BurrowsSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:53 PM I have heard similar rumours. On the 23rd, the gov. was planning on introducing a $6000 per year voucher system for 3 choices: an academic or trades program, or something called EducationCanada. Not clear whether their intention was to privatize the public system, de-certify teachers and hire them back under new wage/benefits. Not clear where these rumours originated from. Maybe fear tactics to get teachers to vote yes. In any event, I plan on voting yes. I signed up to be a teacher, not a martyr. This strike has cost us a lot. We need to regain our livelihood and hopefully continue the conversation about class composition. We have at least awakened many people to the issue, and the court case is still an avenue that could eventually improve teaching and learning conditions.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:33 PM I urge all teachers to fight and say NO to this deal. Retired teacher who had to retire because horrendous work conditions. Make me proud. They will not last long if you say NO! I know this is tough, but there is money and I hear that Van City does offer loan at low to 0 %. Banks do allow you to miss a mortgage payment. Go talki to your banker.Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM Will school districts require teachers to make up missed days, as suggested in the media? Will the school calendar be changing to make up for the missed three weeks and if so will we be made aware of those changes PRIOR to the vote? ReplyDelete KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:41 PM "Wages..... We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut." And that is the cost of going on strike!!! There is nothing that can be done about that. You cannot go on strike and put up the raise you want every week to compensate for your time on strike - it doesn't work that way.ReplyDelete Replies Drew StevensonSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:59 AM I believe the missing "..." Suggests that they meant to refer to the losses against inflation since the last wage step increase. Thus this contract does not allow us to recover the buying power lost to inflation since the last non contract or "0%" year. Add those up and compare against the proposed increase and you see that by the end of the contract, we won't be able to afford the same value of goods (loaves of bread, watts of energy, litres of gas) that we could at the end of the last contracts term. It was not a comment about wages that were lost in the strike. Those are really small potatoes when compared to the grinding power of inflation over years and years. The next contract will use this latest for a bench mark so these losses to inflation will grind at all teachers for as long as they teach. A death of a thousand cuts to our ability to afford basic goods and services. Any raise less than inflation is a cut to the value placed on us and on our ability to pay our bills. Delete Reply Ed SSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:09 PM Having lost $20,000 (including summer school wages) as the single income for a family of five is far too much; I will be voting YES to the deal, unless the independently wealthy teachers out there who wish to continue the strike will pay my bills and mortgage for me.ReplyDelete Replies Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:14 PM I feel ya. Yes for meDelete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:18 AM Ed S. With all due respect (and I mean that), how did you lose $20,000 in the strike? Teachers were out 2 weeks (all out) before they were supposed to be in June, and now 3 weeks for the start of school? It is my understanding that teachers don't get paid through the summer months. Please correct me if I'm wrong, wherever I'm wrong. Shouldn't you have been financially alright for the summer months at least? Also all teachers knew this strike had a possibility of extending into the new school year but no one teacher budgeted for this possibility? I'm truly just trying to get a clear picture of where this all stems. NO disrespect intended.Delete BlairSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:12 AM Kelly, not Ed but if you look at the numbers there was the 10% lockout haircut in May/June plus the loss of most of June and the loss of much of September. In our 1 teacher (1 non) household we calculated a $9 K - $10 K loss so far. If you add summer school earnings you can easily make the loss in the $20 k zone. As for budgeting, we budget for the summer, but did not expect the 10% haircut, nor the loss of June/Sept days which completely messed our budgeting calculations. A very good friend (single teaching mother) was crushed by the loss of the June income and is without a penny today.Delete Mr. SmoothSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:35 PM The only one who didn't get a haircut was Jim Iker... and he needs one more than anyone else. What's with that over-coiffed 70"s mullet Jim? Does wonders for the BCTF brand image!Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:55 PM Jim's hair is not open for discussion in a respectful space like this. As for his salary, he is a teacher who does not get paid when we are on strike.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:04 PM Totally agree!Delete Reply Mr. GSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:24 PM If I thought they could do any better I would agree with voting NO, but you have to be realistic. The BCTF does not use professionals to bargain and always ends up with much less than they promise the membership when asking for a strike vote. While this is not a great deal for teachers, I really think you're fooling yourself if you think it'll get any better.ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:02 AM BCTF needs to be replaced with younger more adept representatives and advocates. Also, we should be hiring professional contract negotiators - you don't go into battle with cut throat corporate types with a wooden knife. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:37 PM This is BAD deal! Say NO to it and show those (expletives) that we will not take it anymore! Come on! Show them that teachers have a spine! They will respect us, oddly!Delete Reply retaSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:51 PM I agree with Richard. Those in the public that are uniformed would be furious, and there are many teachers who just can't afford to use their wages as their voice any longer - too much has already been donated to the government. In my opinion, the deal is pretty lame. I am sitting on the fence.ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:24 AM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:26 AM So true!!! I cannot afford to fight this battle for public education any longer. Why is this my personal and professional obligation??? However I think this deal is weak weak weak. I also think its the best we are going to get. Ideologically I'm on the fence but my wallet will vote YES.Delete Reply SirThinksToo MuchSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:54 PM My wife and I will be voting "Yes" on Thursday for it is the middle path. The easy path would have been for us to go back to school with E-80 & E-81 over our heads. The difficult path would be for us to vote "No" and put our mortgage at risk and having to continue asking retired parents for handouts to feed a family with three kids. The middle path is the wisest choice for us considering the current political climate in which those who do not teach are the quickest to judge it harshly.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:41 PM I understand that this is really tough for you! I almost died teaching a few month ago. I had to quit. Please consider holding on and say no. Remember the short loss in salary will be offset in the LONG-RUn by better salary increase. This is a joke! They will be laughing at you even more if we accept this. This is a very bad deal! However, I do respect your position!Delete Reply DaleSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:16 AM Why would classroom conditions be better on October 9th after being legislated back? We have been outplayed because of our stubborn refusal to outdated, tired old tactics. It is because of these actions that have led us to this terrible deal. Time to reset, regroup and stock up for the long haul. Can't do it if half the members commit hara kiri on themselves. We are a union of professionals not a cult. ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:49 AM Could not agree more.Delete schreck!September 17, 2014 at 9:44 AM Could you please advise which tactics you believe could have been used to secure a superior deal?Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:47 AM Full disclosure: I'm a BC Liberal supporter. The only people who would benefit from a NO vote are the BC Liberals. Teachers would be bargaining with no leverage whatsoever and would be viewed by a large segment of the population as unreasonable. The BC Liberals then get portray themselves as the only party capable of dealing with the BCTF. schreck! says that the BCTF has the government on the ropes, but he couldn't be farther from the truth. The government wants people to view the BCTF as their primary opponent. Disputes like this just shore up the BC Liberal base and protect its right flank. Any half-baked recall campaign will only reinforce that. It's true teachers aren't going to recoup the lost wages from the strike. I would suggest to you that that means this job action was probably not in teachers' interests, especially without any sort of appreciable strike fund. This is the best deal teachers were ever going to get with this government and people should have been able to recognize that in June. If you want my advice (which you probably don't), it would be to spend the next 5 years building up a strike fund, electing better leaders, and hiring a professional negotiating team. Don't bring a knife to a gunfight and expect things to go well. Focus on getting the best deal you can from whoever the government is rather than trying to change the government, the HST, Kinder Morgan or a thousand different issues that distract from education and erode the union's finances further. You'd be doing yourself a favour, and probably doing the NDP a favour at the same time. Also, if schreck! is David Schreck, you can thank his opposition to STV for the last two BC Liberal majorities. I know I do.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:11 PM One step would be to stop making political contributions to the NDP. This only contributes to the childish animosity and lack of trust that has constantly characterized negotiations. How else can the Socreds/Liberals view teachers except as enemies when they so publicly support their opponents. This stupid confrontational immature approach has to STOP!!!!! Education should not be a political fight when it is so obviously a valuable benefit to our society. It was an NDP government that legislated teachers back to work in 1993. Stop making education a political fight.Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:10 PM I don't think they have to go that far. CUPE and the Nurses still contribute to the NDP yet they don't have the same acrimonious relationship. CUPE and the Nurses just make their members their priority, and broader advocacy second.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:55 PM Ryan (possibly a Liberal paid commenter), with all due respect, I disagree with you. The cumulative increase in lieu of this will be better. Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can. I say to Iker, ask for 6% over 3 years because these people love to play the 15% over 15 year game to make it so big on the surface. Some people think that this is 15% every year. Believe me! I have seen it in comment sections. Others believe that the 15% is too high not understanding that they must divide things over the duration of the contract. It is time that we play it smarter. It is time to put the foot down and ask for money given to us by other unions, if it is needed. Banks can accept one late mortgage payment. It would be suicidal for them to not help. Imagine the possible damage if that ever leaks out. They could lose a lot in teacher money. I for one would pull my money out of a bank in support! Teachers are going to show this government that we have a spine! Enough is enough! Aren't you tired of being treated like kids? (Retired teacher who almost died in a car accident because of work conditions that were horrendous. I had to quit.)Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 AM Not paid by the BC Liberals. I pay them actually... :/ I imagine astroturfers of any affiliation wouldn't disclose their bias. "Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can." How did that work in May 2013? If the teachers reject a contract that their own union endorsed, it will make teachers seem unreasonable. Whether that perception is true or fair is irrelevant. It's what will happen, and teachers will be weaker as a result. Take my advice. Build up a strike fund and focus on the internal governance of the BCTF for the next 6 years. You'll be better off for it. Or not. I don't mind you or others making it easier for the party I support to get elected. I'd just rather not see kids and teachers hurt in the process.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:37 AM Ah! The "don't-hurt-kids" card, hey, when you have underfunded education for 12 years! WOW! That takes the cake! Are your trolling? Oh! You are serious? :) Would you be surprised if I don't follow your advice, considering your lack of logic? Would you be surprised if others don't follow your advice? It is ttue that bullies like you and your ilks love to show who is the boss, who is the teacher now! I suspect that is at the root of the problem! No one wants to fail in school! No one wants to get the strap! Sad that today's teachers don't like it too! But, who cares, we are ... teachers! We deserve it! BAH! BAH! BAH!Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:22 PM That's fine. I look forward to another 16 years of BC Liberal government.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:41 PM 16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate! Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan! Sociopaths do that!Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 9:35 AM "16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate!" 16 years of our opponents still don't understand why they lost. Like I said, that's fine with me. If I said the Liberals would be in power for at least another 13 years back in 2004 you probably would have laughed too. Heck, if I told you on May 13 last year that the BC Liberals would be reelected on May 14 you'd probably have laughed too. And you were wrong. Why is that? Answer that question if you want the NDP to win the next election. Without a correct answer to it, the NDP's cause is hopeless. "Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan!" You feel they are flawed, and that's fine. I don't go around calling people who disagree with me sociopaths, nor do I accuse them of being paid shills. But I also don't feel much need to address your ad hominems. There are logical arguments to support your position, but argumentum ad hominem is not one of them. It's a textbook logical fallacy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 1:15 PM Ah! Now I get it! It is all ego-based! You think because you voted the winning party that you are a winner and we are losers! You think because you predicted that the Liberals would win, you are winner. That does not make YOU a winner or the Liberals! It is called DEMOGRAPHICS, you expletives. The baby boomers are getting old and because they have more assets and won't make a whole lot more for too long, they need to vote a govn't who is going to do just that! It is not rocket science! WOW! You think you are so superior when your party stole an election with 47% of the popular vote. That's not a majority and your party should not have been elected. BTW, did you delete from your ethical memory the words Ethnic voting scandal? The field is slanted and you know it. However, you are so willing to minimize, forget the scams and bad fairplay tactics like a sociopath is allowed to minimize or ignore his or victims emotions that you don't see that you are the loser, we are the victim of your constant bullying. 1% wage increases after years of 0% increases and you can justify that when Yahoo reports that the average Canadian can hope to get 2.5% this and next year: https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html You Liberals behave like fascists, but we can't call you that because that's not allowed! Well! Guess what? It is and you are. Live with it! You keep on dreaming you are a genius! :) I am retired, getting soon a nice pension, and laughing at you from a beach somewhere! AHAHA! Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 2:14 PM What's with the name calling Peter? For someone claiming to be retired you really don't show the wisdom of age. For someone who talks about logic, you use logical fallacies like ad hominems a lot too. It's a fair point that the BC Liberals didn't get a majority of the vote (and I'm a very big supporter of electoral reform). The BC Liberals + Conservatives did though, and I don't think it's realistic to expect the BC Conservatives to have been more generous had they been part of government. Last time I checked I just voted. I didn't "victimize" anyone. Perhaps your rage is misplaced. If you think the election was "stolen" I'm afraid I have to question your grasp on reality though. "Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?" I'm glad you'll have a pleasant retirement Peter. I have no ill will towards you. I'm not sure why you think I do. I'm not saying people were *right* to vote BC Liberal. That's a matter of opinion. All I'm saying is people *did* vote BC Liberal. More voted BC Liberal than BC NDP for the last 5 elections in a row actually. You need to understand why that happened in order to change it for the next election. Clearly you're not interested in that though. Which is fair enough. Just remember next time you're upset about something the BC Liberals do that your lack of interest is part of why the BC Liberals get elected at all.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 3:23 PM I love your culture --or the lack of thereof! Guess what, stop thinking averybody is white and must follow your little rules. Namecalling? Sociopath? Whaaaat? And, what if you are? Still can't call you that? :) You fascist right-wingers are big on censorship! I just don't like you giving us lessons on how to get the NDP in. As stated, people are voting right of the NDP because it is a matter of demographics and a little ethnic vote buying on the side. The rest is mumbo jombo. Yes, of course, they will have to go on strike in the future and yes they will have to build a strike fund. The Liberals stole that from the BCTF too! And, you wonder why I don't have any respect for them? Yes, electoral reform is needed! We agree!Delete Reply JJ GeorgeSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:46 AM As a parent, I support the teachers and respect whether they choose to vote yes or no. However I noticed a discrepancy here from other information I've read regarding prep time for elementary teachers. Here it states minimal improvement to prep time - only 10 minutes per week being added. Elsewhere I read that it is 100 minutes per week for prep, increasing by an additional 10 minutes in the final year. That is a significant difference, and worth noting. Or have I completely misunderstood?ReplyDelete Replies Anne-MarieSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:59 AM Elementary teachers currently have 90 minutes of preparation time per week so an increase to 100 minutes per week is only gaining 10 minutes. In other provinces and some private schools they have as much as 45 minutes of prep time per day.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:56 PM Thank you for inquiring!Delete DW ZSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:57 PM You're right JJ George. There is a significant difference around the province regarding preparation times. In my district elementary teachers currently get 100 minutes of prep time. This new proposal is useless to me. I'll have to wait 6 years to gain an extra 10 minutes. Delete Reply UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:11 AM Almost nobody gets cost of living adjustments. Also inflation is NOT 2%. Do some research and look at the CPI for BC over the last 24 months. The average over the last 2 years is 0.7%, not 2%. The CPI changes every month so you cant just look at the highest month and declare that THE inflation rate. Check out the 12 month averages document for the actual numbers. http://www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/StatisticsBySubject/Economy/ConsumerPriceIndex.aspx All that being said I support the teachers. if you think this is a bad deal as a parent my dream would be for the teachers to vote no but continue bargaining because I do think the kids need to be in school and I do fear that the teachers will lose all support if the strike continues. All I ask as a parent is that you do your own research and try not to be swayed by all the opinions. ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:01 AM Inflation for August was 2.1% (http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/economy/cpi-report-expected-to-reveal-rise-in-canadas-core-inflation-rate/article20593943/). The CPI is a year-over-year calculation.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:43 AM Inflation should be looked at as a yearly average, not an individual month.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:34 PM The lawyers do not believe we have compromised our court deal. Our leadership would not have sold us out. We dodged a bullet. The Premier had something loaded even if we are not sure what it was. The idea that we could simply return to work is not guaranteed. I think a no vote could easily lead to the Liberals locking us out again because the Premier wants to crush us and she will use any excuse. She did not want to take the advice of her people and do this deal. I am certain a plan for drastic action (where we have to take the concessions they had planned) or worse - was in place. We can't guarantee the press will do any better job explaining the complexities should we say no. They rarely sided with us in markets outside of Vancouver where people are more political and they often misled or allowed others to mislead. They are not helping and would sensationalize. This would see dissolution of support very quickly - especially if we asked for wages. (Though admittedly it angers me that we can't ask for wages without being accused of being greedy when that is what most bargaining units do). But we have argued this is about kids and while this is not ideal - it is better to have teachers than not. The deal does suck in that it does not bring us to par - but this fight needs to be won with a strategy that is political and capacity will do that in another round. We have some support - but it is limited to the choir. We need to have the pews too. We need to build that capacity while working and continue to find allies because the fight is bigger than most people want to consider. This is about ideology and about privatization. Education always was political but never more so than now and we have to fight this party or the conservatives who would do the same or worse. No teacher who is responsible can ignore the politics any longer. That is simply the truth. If you work in the system you better get informed and you better be prepared to fight until retirement for the system. That said, I want to ask the same question others are asking: Why is this the job of 42,000 teachers and not the job of all citizens who want equality to fight for this right? It is time (while the conversation is still on-going and up to and including election night) for us to guide the public where we can but mainly play our part by not propping the system up. Make poverty known. Make noise about shortfalls, ask questions (in the media or in board offices ) about who is going to fix it instead of paying ourselves, volunteer some but wait for the pubic to step up so they see what schools lack. I hate the deal too. But I trust Vince Ready and Iker and I don't think we could have done better right now. I think we dodged a bullet because I have read everything this government has put out and followed the trail. They plan to privatize and they are just looking for the route. Voting YES for now does not mean we are giving up. It does not mean a win in the way we wanted but we have won a battle that will lead to us winning the war. If we don't rest up and stock up we might not get there.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:57 PM Well, if it is bigger than just this battle, then we will need ALL the unions to strike if they do indeed use drastic (draconian) measures. I say it is time for ALL of the unions to call a general strike. I guarantee that they will not like that one bit. What will they do then? Call the army? :) People in Europe, at the end of the 19th century stood up in mines. General strikes do occur in Europe and have. If you think you had it tough, think of them who stood tall for US in tougher times and conditions. Make sacrifices. Sell furniture. Tutor on the side. Ask for the BCTF money. Ask your banker to help. As friends and relatives. If we say NO, it won't last long. If they legislate us back, let's call a general province-wide strike of all unions. Delete Reply Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:47 AM Between CC's smug smile as she celebrates slaughtered teachers and Jim Iker's goofy grin - seemingly unaware that he has been a willing puppet, I am thoroughly disgusted. Over the next 5 years, teachers will be in an increasingly bad situation financially, classrooms will continue to be too large and complex with increasing medical, social and environmental issues impacting academic delivery. It could not be less obvious that things will continue to worsen. The Liberals have ensured that BC is rapidly becoming the Canadian Monaco for rich off shore interests and wealthy corporations. Soon the underpaid "workers" will have to be bussed in daily to Vancouver - Asian style. The only recourse is to move to just about any other province and bring in up to $100,000 more over the six years with much less cost of living. So we are bailing, encouraged by friends who have gotten positions in Manitoba and Alberta. My colleagues and I discovered through contacting several school boards across Canada that specialist (special needs and behavioural) and secondary science teachers are in particular demand. I want to work in a professional, respectful environment where the needs of all children are considered a priority and where I feel inspired to do my best. However, I want my vote to reflect the wishes of teachers who will be here over the next 6 (5) years, so very much appreciate your blog and opportunity to read the comments.ReplyDelete Bert SlaterSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:11 AM To vote YES will throw away 12 years of effort, and 2 victories in BC Supreme Court. To vote YES will be to snatch defeat from the jaws of victory. If you vote YES what bargaining power do you think you will have - the government will do nothing, and then what do you think you will do - take job action? PLEASE VOTE NO.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:59 PM Time to show you have a spine!Delete Reply RodSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:06 AM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Cool HandSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 AM Wouldn't a 'No' vote be a vote of no confidence in the BCTF itself?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:02 AM Not at all. It is just a message to the leadership we need to do better. The strength of the union is the members, and we support the leadership by giving them direction through democratic means.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:40 PM I disagree. How else can a recommendation by the EC to vote yes be interpreted? Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:00 PM I am sure people will interpret this both ways, but it is a vote. If it is supposed to be a "Yes", because it might be interpreted one way, then why bother having a vote?Delete Kate TSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:07 AM Yes , it would be. I don't think we could come out much better than this with this government. How will a No obtain that? Christy will be happy, she can declare the BCTF gone and roll out her plan to privatize. Delete Reply David DeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:06 AM A no vote would be a rejection of a the court victories defied by the government and an inadequate deal containing some vague promises that won't meet the needs of teachers or students on class size and other important issues.In Ontario elementary teachers get 200 minutes of prep time per 5 day cycle. I know there is financial hardship, but the union has received close to $2 million in donations from other unions; is there no way of accessing hardship funds? At minimum, vote no and return to work on work to rule with various strike options.ReplyDelete Erica JonesSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:25 AM This article actually makes me so mad. It is NOT better for the kids that they have missed almost all of june and all of september. This is what you signed up for in BC as a teacher. Get on board or GET OUT.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:20 PM Is this really what teachers signed up for? At my high school, each class has about 30 kids, with an average of 17 kids per classroom with an identified learning disability. Our district says that there should be no more than 4 kids per classroom.. How do you expect non-specialist teachers to help each student when over half of them require more resources because of a learning disability? Furthermore, are you generalizing the "better-ness" to all the kids in BC? Because I don't think that it would be better if kids went back considering the learning environment isn't up to par. There are barely any Education Assistants, and support teachers for the multitude of children who need them. While I recognize and appreciate your enthusiasm for education, please realize that the public school system isn't a daycare. Also, please think about your words and the learning environment prior to speaking out. By the way, we're not an autocracy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:08 PM I can understand your frustration! Understand mine! I almost died at 7:30 pm one night returning from teaching a FI split class with several students who did not get enough support or no support at all. The principal expressed to me that he expected me to teach 2 different social studies programs and 2 different science programs. ANYONE I talked to knows that this is impossible to do, especially in French Immersion when kids get no support at home and books are often too hard for students to read. I had to quit my job. I did it for me and did it for the kids. I was like a surgeon who is asked to operate on 5 patients with an old scalpel with 2 inexperienced nurses. Predictably, 4 patients would die and I would be reprimanded! Teachers are put in terrible conditions and kids too. I hope you have the openmind to consider the reality of this honest personal anecdote. I also wish you to understand that this is likely not an isolated incident. What will it take? A kid to commit suicide because he or she is not getitng enough support?Delete Reply hilarySeptember 17, 2014 at 10:29 AM It is incorrect to equate lost funding with what the teachers would have received in grievances. The two are not equivalent. The starting position of the BCTF was $225M, so they never expected $3B to resolve grievances. I'm also interested to know where you get your figures on overcrowded classrooms. A recent Globe and Mail article says that classrooms are, on average, smaller than the caps set in 2002.ReplyDelete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:36 AM The signing bonus should be roughly $2500 each: 105 million divided by 41 thousand.ReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:53 AM It is not that simple. The $105 million is to be allocated by the union. The term "signing bonus" has been crossed off on the signed document. Some of that money may be used to pay union debts. Don't know this but clarification would be useful.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:16 PM Just quoting from the CBC news website, "And finally there are details of $105-million fund to settle grievances stemming from the ongoing court case. The BCTF says that money will be given out as a signing bonus, with specific amount yet to be determined."Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:34 AM I think it would be smart to put at least part of it into your strike fund.Delete Reply WheelsSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:55 AM If the money is used as a signing bonus, it should be based on FTEReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:12 PM Yes I am sure it will be based on FTE. The question is how much of the $105 Million is actually distributed. This is up to the union, and I am told that it is yet to be decided.Delete GuruSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:44 PM And don't forget all the retired teachers who are entitled to a share of it.Delete Reply Geoff OrmeSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:18 PM In another discussion of this someone suggested that under BC Labour Law a no vote means rejection of the proposed deal, and that means the strike continues until either: - the union in question elects to stand down - another tentative deal is presented or - the government imposes a legislated contract. I think the last of these is the most likely, and I believe the legislated contract would be draconian and brutal. What do you think, Tara? Also, I would appreciate your thoughts on Sandy Garossino's comments at https://storify.com/Garossino/should-teachers-accept-the-contractReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:14 PM If this is so, in a few month (likely a couple of years), teachers will win so much more with a Supreme Court judgment! It is possible that the Liberals know that the higher courts are stacked by Liberal judges (that is what happen when judges are chosen, not elected). In any case, a negative settlement (or not a great judgment) will galvinize the public to reform the way the Supreme court judges are being chosen. I doubt that any govn't will want that to happen. A legislated contract will make the LIbs look like sociopaths and dictators.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:47 PM Peter I think you are expecting far too much from the public, many of whom are only paying attention to this matter due to kids being home from school. The public are not remotely this savvy on the political process.Delete Reply IslanderSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:09 PM I am a continuing education teacher. We have it even worse and we are not listened to enough about our poor conditions. Those include no prep time (and we do have to mark and do report cards many times a year sometimes and commonly for 30 students in a class), travelling to different schools with no compensation, and having next to no breaks in between 3 hour classes. I worked for two years with no lunch break and taught 6 hours straight (just 15 min. breaks) to be told, "don't complain since there are others who will do it". We then got 15 min. breaks in between classes. Most of our students are wealthy immigrants, many who try to stay in classes as long as possible since the classes are free. After spending a year in Germany, I realize how better organized it is where the immigrants pay to learn the language on a sliding scale, and have to pay for a student book as well for each class. We do not even have text books, but photocopy so much at tax payers' expense. This is not right. I then teach summer school since we were not on a 12 month continual salary and most of those students are also immigrants (at least 75%). This is also free and it is becoming so common and the new immigrants know this is free babysitting and tutoring. I think one main problem is that we have so many new immigrants in our classes who need ESL like this article states about our inclusion style of education nowadays: http://www.vancouversun.com/life/Shelley+Fralic+trouble+with+schools/10203596/story.html I am honored to be teaching and like my job, but it does get exhausting especially since I need two or three jobs to pay the mortgage that I now no longer have.. back to renting since it all I can afford in this city that has become so expensive. And many don't realize that it is very very difficult to get to full time work as a teacher here. There was a formula that made it take about 10 years to get to f/t (now finally changed). I have been without pay for 3 months, and now had to finally rent a place in anticipation of returning to work, so I have to vote "yes", but please keep the comments coming for what alternatives we have. Maybe we have to just educate the public in a better way than picketing; maybe get out and walk around malls and talk to people and hand out pamphlets on how this liberal government is hurting this. Most Asians (probably just the new who are from such a different system) are already against the teachers since they do not seem to understand what is going on. http://www.vancouversun.com/Business/asia-pacific/Chuck+Chiang+Many+Asian+families+place+blame/10202757/story.htmlReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:17 PM First of all, myn thoughts are with you! I think your ideas about using different strategies is smart. Picketing is not a very good strategy to let people know about things. I think using the membership to flood media comment sections would be more effective. Going to talk to the public might be a good idea along with this, I think. Phone the BCTF and ask for support.Delete Reply Marsha HolleySeptember 17, 2014 at 1:36 PM A teachers wife Vote no you have come to far to back down. It is a -----Y DEAL. ReplyDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:45 PM Ask yourself WHY teachers cannot get 1/2 of the average increase in salary of the private sector? (The Libs will tell you because there are sooooooo many teachers, but I also hear that there are provinces where there is a need for teachers!) TORONTO - A new study says that Canadians, on average, can expect about the same size salary increase next year as in 2014. Human resources consultants Pal Benefits says a survey of 401 organizations, mainly in Ontario, Alberta and British Columbia, projected salary increase for 2015 at an average of 2.79 per cent. That was almost unchanged from the 2.74 per cent average increase projected in last year's survey. Meanwhile, in addition to the average salary increase remaining relatively steady year over year, the survey found that the percentage of employers who plan to freeze salaries appears to have stabilized at eight per cent —in the same percentages as was projected in 2014. Breaking down the numbers further, the survey found the average salary increase anticipated in the engineering, financial services and high technology sectors was three per cent. That compared with an average of 2.5 per cent on the low end for organizations in durable manufacturing. https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.htmlReplyDelete "Mama Rose"September 17, 2014 at 9:12 PM I used to agree with you, Tara, and appreciate you bringing these items to your blog to get us all thinking. But after a very long night and day of research and discussion, I realize I will be voting yes tomorrow. Here is why: I don't care about salary or benefit increases. That is not why I went on strike. I don't care if this tentative deal is not good for teachers. That's not why I went on strike either. For me, the single most important issue is class size and composition. I want to work in a classroom where I have enough time and resources available to me to adequately help all the students I teach. And while it is true that this tentative deal will not change anything in the classrooms right now (or at least most of our classrooms), I realized that we couldn't actually make changes in that area because the issues of cs and c is before the courts. When I made that connection and realized that this round of bargaining was really about a "good enough" agreement regarding wages, then the deal seems, well... good enough. BUT, the best part, is the language the BCTF legal team made around the furture court decision (the re-opener). They have it in writing that if we win the court case (which is likely) and when we have to start bargaining class size and comp again (that is exactly what Justice Susan Griffin said we would have to do) we will be STARTING from the 2002 levels. To make this simple to understand, I explained it to my friends using a number line. With this new language, the BCTF starts the next round of bargaining at say a 50. The government will want us to go to 10 or 15, and we'll compromise and end up maybe 25. But WITHOUT that language, we would have started bargaining at a 10 and only gone down from there. So I do believe it is the best deal possible, it still factors in the biggest issue (from my perspective), we do not lose the important gains of the past, and most importantly, everyone gets to go back to school.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 PM Mam Rose, I appreciate your point of view and your courage. However, let me point out to you and the readers that a decision at the BC supreme court might not turn out the way teachers anticipate. We all know that judges are appointed and who does the appointing? "All justices of the BCSC (including the position of Chief Justice and Associate Chief Justice) are appointed by the federal cabinet, on recommendation of the Minister of Justice. Masters are appointed by the provincial cabinet, on recommendation of the Attorney General in consultation with the Chief Justice." (Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Supreme_Court_of_British_Columbia) Now, I would like to think that all of those people are objective, but they are appointed and we know that there are political appointments. They have a lot of discretion over the laws and judgments. I am willing to bet that the BC Liberals do know this and are betitng the farm (or do they know something we don't know) that the Supreme Courts are stacked against teachers? So, I am not sure if we can count on a WIN if we proceed with the court ruling. I think we would be better to negotiate and negotiate a better deal.Delete Reply retaSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:57 AM Yes...no...yes...no...The last two days have been this. I’ve read so many articles and comments over the past few months and, I can say, I have learned a lot. I know this is not a great deal for teachers right now. I will be voting yes. This is why… 1. The children. Without going into the multiple issues (e.g., grad, post secondary, trades, sports, global education/trips, planned activities, those with varying degrees of special needs, those that need a soft place to land, etc., etc.) the children need to get on with their education. 2. The parents. For many parents, this strike is a financial burden. We do not like to be called baby sitters, but for many living below the poverty line, school is a financial relief. Winter is coming; gas bills will be expensive. 3. Poverty. Remember, BC has the highest child poverty rate in Canada. Schools feed and clothe numerous children. 4. The other systems educators work collaboratively with. MFCD, CYMH, foster parents, group homes, and the multitude of non-profit agencies that support vulnerable children and families are bursting at the seams. We are a part of that team. 5. CUPE. While some have been paid during this strike, that money is coming from districts. It was not provided by the government. And, CUPE is a partner in education - from the bus drivers to the tech dept to custodians to secretaries to EAs and so on. 6. Small Businesses. In our little towns, the school district is the number one employer. There is a direct cause-effect relationship between loss of wage and loss of business. 7. Money. The amount of money that is needed to reverse the erosion of the public education system over numerous years cannot be recouped in one sitting. This agreement is a start. It’s not much but the stage has been set. 8. THE COURT CASE. That is why we were on strike. All the other stuff could have been resolved months ago, but our government was working hard to make the court case go away. Well, it still exists. I consider that the victory. We live to fight another day (as rhetorical as that sounds) AND I hope people actually read the ruling and think critically about how a loss could impact the future of the Charter of Rights, and the power of government to contravene those rights. I am guessing we will vote to ratify as so many fear “what’s next?” from this government. It’s nasty business, and I think legislation would be next. VALUING PUBLIC EDUCATION needs to come from a STRONG, CONSISTENT public voice. If we do ratify the agreement, and those in the profession and public think we've given up, we have not. We’ve been fighting for years. We just haven’t been heard… until now. ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:21 AM I understand your point of view, but sometimes you have to fight to get what you want. This is a VERY bad deal, considering: Other people get on average 2.5% salary increases last year and this year and the next and the rest of us get 1% and must feel happy if we do.? (https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html) THIS DEAL is a horrendously BAD deal for kids/parents as well, of course. We are going to continue to be humiliated and be the laughing stock of many people of this province. After a decade of paycuts, WOW, this is what they are willing to offer! WOW! WOW! WOW!Delete Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:30 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Reply Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:37 PM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:08 PM Let's cross our fingers! I think we need a general strike by all unions if CC legislates teachers back. It is time to put the foot down and tell her and the Liberals that, as in the movie Network,"I am mad as hell and I won't take it anymore!"Delete Reply Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 8:26 PM Needs help on some stats for an online debate Looking for the last 10 or 15 years of contractual salary increases in %. So, 1% for 2001, 0% for 2002,...ReplyDelete Children FirstSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:00 PM Well it's all done now. Really hope the teacher's can find another angle to deal with class size and composition as well as student funding. The government will make sure the coming court case never swings your way no matter what. 2nd most expensive place to live in the the world!!! Wonder why and where the money goes??? ReplyDelete AnonSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 PM I'm an outsider, but have followed closely this whole fiasco and this is a RAW deal. Your union hung you out to dry on this one - taking a really bad deal (clearly no one from the BCTF had rudimentary math skills in their toolbox) and then publicly encouraging to the media that teachers accept the deal....what choice did you have - a no vote would have outraged the public. I could go on and on, but the bottom line, in my opinion, is that your union better get some stronger leaders who are PR and technology savvy. Out with Iker and the rest of those who bargained on your behalf - they just got ......well , we know that happened. Whew, can't even believe how screwed you got, absolutely amazing - nothing meaningful gained in the big picture and only very minor gains for a small group of people, bigger losses for the majority.. Wow - I better stop now. Best of luck. Thanks for all you do for our children. ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ▼  September (9) Reflections on the BC Teacher Strike BC Teacher strike - Lessons learned Response to Sandy Garossino Will the Education Fund improve classroom conditio... Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Class composition: a human rights perspective Class size and composition - a short visual histor... Guest post - I WILL HOLD THE LINE Teachers - let your leadership know it is time to ... ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141007,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/blogs/research.aspx?id=22669&blogid=7524,BCTF Blogs > Research  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources Home > Social Media > Research Blog Search this blog: BCTF Information Services—Research & Reports Provides summaries and links to new reports and studies in the fields of education, labour, and social sciences. Wisconsin Update Permanent link   All Posts The controversy continues in Wisconsin: On March 18th, a Wisconsin judge ruled that the tactics used by Republicans to pass the anti-union bill in the absence of the 14 Senate Democrats violated the state's open-meetings law, thereby temporarily putting a stop to the legislation. The judge also barred Secretary of State Doug La Follette from publishing the law in the Wisconsin State Journal, which is the official publication that informs the public of new laws. Typically, a law must be published in the Journal within ten days of its approval in the legislature, and it comes into full effect a day after this publication. Now, in apparent defiance of this ruling, Republicans have had the bill published anyway, though through a different channel. On Friday, the Legislative Reference Bureau published the law "according to the LRB's statutory requirement to publish legislation within ten days of enactment." While the LRB has stated that their publication of the law should not actually put it into effect, state Republicans insist that the opposite is true. At this point, there seems to be some confusion as to whether or not the law is actually in effect. The Secretary of the state's Department of Administration, Mike Huebsch, said in a written statement, "the Department of Administration will begin the process of implementing (the law) as we are required to do the day after a bill is lawfully published." Secretary of State La Follette, however, maintains that the bill must be published by his office in the Wisconsin State Journal in order to take effect, something that has yet to happen. Over the weekend, La Follette said, "At this point, we wait until Monday to see if the Supreme Court decides to do anything. We wait until Tuesday for the trial judge to hold a hearing, which is scheduled for 8:30 a.m. Beyond that, I don't know." However, on Sunday Governor Walker's administration stopped collecting dues on behalf of state unions and began charging employees more for their health care and pensions. There are currently three lawsuits pending against the legislation. Posted by BCTF Info. Services at 28/03/2011 4:06 PM Leave a comment Name * Email * Homepage Comment << October 2014 >> Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat       1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31   Blogroll On Education: Schools for a Civil Society B.C. Education Report (Tracy Sherlock, Vancouver Sun) The Hook/Education Teacher Solidarity UBC Educational Studies blog Where the Blog has No Name Archive April 2014 March 2014 January 2014 December 2013 November 2013 October 2013 September 2013 August 2013 June 2013 May 2013 April 2013 March 2013 December 2012 September 2012 August 2012 November 2011 September 2011 April 2011 March 2011 February 2011 January 2011 December 2010 November 2010 October 2010 September 2010 August 2010 July 2010 June 2010 May 2010 April 2010 March 2010 January 2010 December 2009 November 2009 October 2009 September 2009 Subjects Education Labour Social Sciences Recent Posts Recent Additions to the Information Services Research Files - April 2014 Recent Additions to the Information Services Research Files - March 2014 Recent Additions to the Information Services Research Files - February 2014 Recent Additions to the Information Services Research Files - January 2014 Recent Additions to the Information Services Research Files - December 2013 If you are experiencing technical difficulties, please contact the webmanager@bctf.ca. About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=17396,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 4, January/February 2009  President’s message The teachers of this province continue to amaze me. Over and over, we prove to be courageous, dedicated and unwavering advocates for our students, our profession, and public education. On Thursday, December 10, 2008, Denise Moffat, the chief returning officer for the BCTF, informed me that 85% of our members had voted in favour of the AGM recommendation regarding the Foundation Skills Assessment test. That recommendation was that we exercise our professional autonomy and refuse to prepare for, administer, or mark the FSA test. Furthermore, more than 22,000 teachers took the time to vote and express their view on this important issue. During the fall, I visited schools and attended many meetings to discuss the AGM recommendation and the vote. In those meetings teachers spoke passionately regarding their professional concerns about the education policy direction in this province and the impact of the increase of standardized testing on public education. Teachers have deep concerns about the neo-liberal policies that narrow the curriculum, attack professional autonomy, and rank and blame students, teachers, and schools. Those polices are designed to undermine confidence in public education and pave the way for privatization. We are far from alone in our convictions. More and more, parents, academics, trustees, and others are speaking out in opposition to the American-style reforms being imposed on BC’s public schools. Many teachers in this province are facing untenable workloads. All over the province I hear stories about large classes and lack of support for students with special needs. We need more librarians, counsellors, learning assistance and special education teachers and other critical specialist support services for our work in the classroom. Teachers are drowning in an avalanche of demands to be attended to: marking, BCEsis, preparation for classes, communication with parents, administrative tasks, and extra-curricular activities. In spite of the overriding challenges with lack of resources, teachers have decided to take on the issue of standardized testing. In our determination to defend and improve public education we have never had the luxury of only one campaign. As teachers we are proud of the work we do. We try to do a lot of things. It is certainly important that students become skilled in reading and mathematics. We also try to instil a love of the arts, to teach kids about the democratic society they live in and their rights and responsibilities in that society. We try to teach them how to treat each other and to honour and celebrate their differences. We want them to grow up respecting each other sensibilities and human rights. Most of all we want students to build their self-confidence and self-esteem, to believe in themselves and have hope for the world. And the Fraser Institute believes that we can judge all that based on a single test of reading and mathematics given to nine-year-olds. Teachers, parents and the public know better. Thank you to the teachers of the province for having the courage to stand up for what you believe in.  Irene Lanzinger is BCTF president. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9816,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept./Oct. 2002 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 1, Sept./Oct. 2002 Count yourself in on September 30   Another survey of class sizes and specialist teachers will be carried out on September 30, 2002, using the BCTF data-collection forms. This collection of data is important in tracing the impact of the B.C. Liberal government cuts to public education. The BCTF carried out a survey in May 2002, to develop baseline data on conditions in schools. This data provides a point of comparison for this year and for future years. While class-size limits have been stripped from teacher contracts, it is more important than ever to track what is happening. Legislation places higher maximum limits on the number of students in primary classes than was provided in contracts. It also requires that average class sizes for Grades 4 to 12 be no more than 30, allowing classes to exceed the former limits. Tracking the increases in class sizes will help to inform parents and the public about the impact of funding shortfalls and the elimination of contract provisions that helped protect student services and teaching conditions. Identifying the number of specialist teachers in schools this year will also provide information about the effects on libraries and support services for special needs, that result from the legislation eliminating staffing formulas from the provincial contract. Help work for improved conditions by providing information that makes this data collection as complete as possible. – Larry Kuehn     Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=32108,BCTF News Releases  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources   For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development News Release Archives 2014  2013  2012    2011 2010  2009  2008 2007  2006  Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2014 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  February 18, 2014 Budget 2014: Empty promises and more instability for public education VICTORIA – British Columbia’s latest budget is full of empty promises, ignores real problems, and will increase instability in BC’s public education system, BCTF First Vice-President Glen Hansman said today. “Budget 2014 makes a lot of promises about trades, transforming education, and supporting teachers and students, but there is nothing to back those promises up,” said Hansman. “For example, there is a long list of promises around trades education and its importance to BC’s economic future. However, there is no new funding to deal with the unsafe and overcrowded shop classes we have across the province today. BC teachers used to have contract language limiting the number of students in a technology education class to 24. But since Christy Clark unconstitutionally stripped our collective agreements in 2002, class sizes have grown and become unsafe. The government’s decision to appeal the BC Supreme Court’s latest ruling shows the BC Liberals are not serious about improving learning conditions in BC schools or about their own policy initiatives.” According to Statistics Canada, British Columbia currently funds public education $1,000 less per student than the national average. Only PEI is worse than BC, and this gap in funding continues to have serious implications for students.   “Budget 2014 is another step back for education funding and means BC kids are still being short-changed compared to other students across Canada,” said Hansman. “There is no new funding to deal with millions in rising costs downloaded onto school districts like another MSP hike and huge BC Hydro increases. That means, despite the government’s claims, more cuts to classrooms and less services to support all children, including those with special needs. “Christy Clark’s government has claimed that there is no way to reduce class sizes, hire the needed specialist teachers, and improve class composition. However, there is a surplus and a sizable contingency fund. The government just chose not to put the funds into schools and education. After losing two rounds in BC Supreme Court, it’s time for government to respect teachers, the work we do, and properly fund BC’s education system.” BC teachers and the BC Public School Employers’ Association have been at the bargaining table for over a year. Teachers expect the government to enable the employer to negotiate a fair deal, in good faith, that will recognize the important work that BC public school teachers do every day and put new resources into classrooms. -  30  -  For more information, contact Rich Overgaard, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell). Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140925,www.salesforce.com,http://www.salesforce.com/platform/overview/?d=70130000000liBh,Salesforce1 Platform: Trusted Application Development Platform - Salesforce.com Cloud Computing Infrastructure | Related Searches | Popular Searches Cloud Computing Infrastructure Cloud computing applications branch out well beyond CRM. Salesforce.com customers are building more apps, and building better apps. All with less cost and less hassle, thanks to the Force.com cloud computing platform. Developers everywhere are using Force.com for business application development, creating cloud computing applications like enterprise resource planning (ERP), human resource management (HRM), and supply chain management (SCM). The Force.com cloud computing platform is the fastest way to get from idea to app. It’s about more innovation and less infrastructure. It’s about running your business in the cloud. Read more Force.com's cloud computing infrastructure enables faster application development The Force.com cloud computing platform is radically changing the way that IT departments and developers think about cloud computing applications and business application development. Force.com offers an extremely powerful, scalable, and secure cloud computing platform. You can develop, package, and instantaneously deploy applications without any infrastructure. With the Force.com cloud computing platform, you never need to think about hardware again. The Force.com platform architecture provides an integrated architecture that lets you concentrate on building cloud computing applications, rather than infrastructure. Assemble cloud computing applications with clicks, components and code, and then instantly deploy them to the salesforce.com infrastructure. Customization and cloud computing applications Because your company works like no other, salesforce.com makes it easy to modify or extend your cloud computing applications to work the way you do. The Force.com cloud computing platform offers tools for “no compromise customizations,” to make it possible to create both fast and easy customizations, as well as deep customizations to meet just about any need. Based on a philosophy of keeping simple things simple and making complex things both possible and accessible, the Force.com platform provides two paths to customization success. Point-and-click configuration for cloud computing applications. The Force.com platform makes it easy to modify the functionality of cloud computing applications to meet your unique requirements. Working with the metadata framework and a series of simple point-and-click wizards, you can design custom user interfaces and modify the structure of the data model and the cloud computing applications’ business logic. Customize with code, just like you would in business application development. Although point-and-click configuration is the fastest and easiest way to customize, some functionality is beyond the constraints of a metadata framework. For such cases, developers can create needed functionality in open-ended development environments, using toolkits for most of the common programming languages, or Apex Code, the language of the Force.com cloud computing platform. Regardless of the level of customization you need, you’ll reap all the benefits of the cloud computing platform, including fast, easy, safe, and automatic upgrades for your cloud computing applications—with all your customizations intact. Integration with a cloud computing platform Application integration tops the list of important IT goals. After decades of acquiring diverse technologies, integration presents not only a difficult and elusive IT challenge, but an opportunity to align your business with strategic goals and gain competitive advantage. The Force.com cloud computing platform includes a comprehensive family of technologies built on top of the Force.com Web Services API that dramatically reduces the effort associated with integrating cloud computing applications. Force.com boasts proven integration with any enterprise application or system, including SAP, Oracle, Microsoft, and other third-party solutions. No more broken integrations, intricate technology dependencies, or vendor lock in. For partners, Force.com Connect means they can deploy a single, pre-integrated version of their cloud computing applications for all salesforce.com customers. From pre-integrated cloud computing applications to custom integration solutions, the Force.com cloud computing platform offers five mix-and-match approaches to meet the organizational, technical, and user needs of each customer. Native ERP connectors. For pre-built integration between your cloud computing applications and Oracle and SAP systems, you can use native connectors built by salesforce.com. Integration middleware. For additional integration solutions for cloud computing platforms, check out the Force.com AppExchange marketplace. Here you'll find pre-built connectors and the services of more than 25 integration technology partners. Developer toolkits for cloud computing applications. For building custom integrations and maximum flexibility and choice, the Force.com cloud computing platform supports all major business application development environments and tools. Mash-ups. For the easiest and fastest way to add pre-integrated functionality to your cloud computing applications, check the Force.com AppExchange. With hundreds of components and applications, you can integrate with the click of a mouse. Native desktop connectors. For rapid integration between cloud computing applications and Microsoft Outlook, Lotus Notes, Microsoft Excel, and Microsoft Word, salesforce.com provides native desktop connectors. Business application development in the cloud Business application development has never been easier, thanks to the Force.com cloud computing platform. And because one size most certainly does not fit all, there are several options for creating cloud computing applications, depending on the developer’s experience and preferences. Business application development can be as easy as: point, click, create. Unique to the Force.com cloud computing platform is a point-and-click approach to creating cloud computing applications. Programming knowledge is no longer necessary to create new cloud computing applications. With just a Web browser, business users, administrators, and developers can define the metadata that results in the “blueprint” for an application, including the data model, objects, forms, workflows, and more. Use your favourite language for business application development. When you need to integrate with other systems or create mash-ups with external services, developers can use the Force.com Web services API in combination with toolkits for the most popular development languages—including Java, VB.NET, C#, .NET, or open-source languages—to create highly visual and interactive cloud computing applications. By using the Force.com API, developers can directly access all data stored in their Force.com cloud computing platform applications. Want to speak our language? With the Apex Code programming language, developers have the most granular control ever to create almost any kind of cloud computing application and to do everything from customizing objects to creating new buttons to writing completely new applications from scratch. With Apex Code, entire new behaviors and business logic can be developed with code that runs directly on the Force.com cloud computing platform. Developers are freed from having to own or manage servers and infrastructure, and they get the same power and flexibility to create cloud computing applications as salesforce.com’s own R&D staff. The optimal user interface for cloud computing applications. Visualforce gives customers the power to design virtually any user interface for cloud computing applications. Using the powerful logic and workflow intelligence provided by Apex Code, Visualforce offers the flexibility to meet the requirements of applications designed for many different types of users on a variety of devices. Now you can create and deliver any user experience you can dream up for your cloud computing applications. Business application development on the Force.com cloud computing platform is the best of both worlds: it’s fast without forcing developers to give up the flexibility they need to create enterprise-quality cloud computing applications. Collapse Related Searches Cloud Computing Platform Using Force.com's cloud computing platform, you can build business applications 5 times faster, at ½ the cost. Mobile App Development Salesforce.com’s mobile capabilities makes it easier than ever to build and deploy customized mobile applications - in the cloud. What Is Cloud Computing? “Cloud computing” is the new, hot buzz word. What is it, and what does it mean for your business?   Popular searches Call Center Software Cloud Computing Contact Management Software CRM Comparison CRM Solutions Customer Relationship Management Customer Service Software Customer Support Software Knowledge Management Software Mobile App Development Sales Lead Management Small Business CRM       Read more 1-800-NO-SOFTWARE | 1-800-667-6389 | Contact 1-800-NO-SOFTWARE | 1-800-667-6389 | Contact Login Free Trial Menu SalesForce Cloud Nav Free Trial > Call us at 1-800-667-6389 Login Home EN FR Products Sales CloudSales force automation and CRM Service CloudCustomer service, support, and help desk ExactTarget Marketing CloudEmail, mobile, social, and web marketing. Salesforce1 PlatformCloud application development Products Overview Pricing Small Business Solutions Resources & Additional Information Customer Community Developer Community Partner Community AppExchange Marketplace Industries Services Customer Success Stories Events About Us Careers Questions? Contact us. Get your FREE 30-day trial. Start by selecting a product: Sales Cloud: World’s #1 CRM Service Cloud Salesforce1 Platform Products Products Overview Pricing Our Mobile App Small Business Solutions       Customer Success Stories See how our customers are using Salesforce Virgin America story ›   SELL Sales Cloud Sales force automation and CRM Data.com B2B prospecting and data cleansing Work.com Sales performance management SERVICE Service Cloud Fully customizable support and help desk Desk.com All-in-one customer support for small businesses BUILD AND INNOVATE Salesforce1 Platform Cloud application development AppExchange The #1 business app marketplace   MARKET Salesforce ExactTarget Marketing Cloud Email, mobile, social, and website marketing Pardot B2B marketing automation COLLABORATE Community Cloud Connect customers, partners, and employees Salesforce Chatter Enterprise social network Community Customer Community Developer Community Partner Community AppExchange Marketplace Industries Overview Financial Services Healthcare Life Sciences Communications Retail Media Government Automotive Higher Ed Nonprofit Services Support Customer Support Partner Support Training Training Options Certifications Consulting Salesforce Services Find a Partner Find a Developer Customers Customer Success Stories Events Overview Dreamforce Connections Developer Events Webinars Event Videos About Us Overview Awards Blogs Careers Leadership Press and News Investor Information Global Offices Foundation Ventures Sustainability Trust Legal Information Salesforce1 Platform Build apps fast. Build business faster. Watch demo ›Free trial ›     Salesforce1 Platform Questions? 1-800-667-6389   |   Contact   Overview Solutions Mobile App Gallery Platform Services Pricing Resources   Salesforce1 Platform   Build apps fast. Build business faster. Editions & pricing › Develop and deploy mobile apps, fast. Develop and deploy mobile apps, fast. The Salesforce1 Platform accelerates mobile app development for connected companies. It powers millions of mobile enterprise applications including the Salesforce1 Mobile App. So now anything you’ve built on Salesforce can be mobile, instantly, no code required. Our 100% cloud platform and powerful APIs help you: Develop customer facing apps Build employee facing apps Connect any product, device, and platform See what you could build › Explore the new APIs › Discover the Salesforce1 Mobile App › Discover how customers have built over 4 million apps with Salesforce1 Platform solutions. Salesforce1 Platform solutions mobile productivity CREATE CUSTOMER-FACING APPS Develop stunning custom mobile apps and give customers what they want, anywhere. From HTML5 to native, the Salesforce1 Platform APIs, Mobile Services, and tools from Heroku make building engaging branded mobile apps faster and easier in any language, for any device. Watch demo › Learn more › process improvement BUILD MOBILE EMPLOYEE APPS From onboarding and inspections, to recruiting and inventory, customers are using the Salesforce1 Platform to innovate how employees stay productive. Now you can connect employees to your business easier than ever before with mobile apps, employee communities and more, all built with the power of Salesforce. Watch employee apps demo › See how ADP does it › See Communities demo › better access to information CONNECT EVERYTHING Powerful APIs make building apps that seamlessly integrate with a connected world, faster and easier. Whether you’re connecting to back office systems, legacy technology, or connected devices, Salesforce delivers data and insights to make every connection more meaningful. See how to unlock your back office › See how New England Biolabs does it › Contact me › Mobile App Gallery Mobile App Gallery See the apps being built on the Salesforce1 Platform to connect customers, employees, and business processes. View gallery › The powerful services you need to build apps fast. Platform services Explore all 15 services or view as a list › 1 of 15 MULTI-TENANT INFRASTRUCTURE Scale with ease. Instantly build, test, and deploy on our shared infrastructure. Get automatic upgrades for your apps. Experience the most secure, reliable, and trusted enterprise cloud app platform. Focus on your apps, not infrastructure maintenance. Watch demo ›Free trial › 1 of 15 2 of 15 CLOUD DATABASE Set up and visualize your database in minutes with our easy Schema Builder: drag-and-drop tools, auto-generated user interfaces, pre-built components, and pre-designed templates. Simply create objects and drag them onto your pages to interact with your data. With the Salesforce1 Platform’s cloud database, you can build rich forms and data schemas without complex code. Free trial › 2 of 15 3 of 15 APIs FOR THE CONNECTED WORLD APIs Designed API first, the Salesforce1 Platform lets you build more innovative apps, faster. Data level APIs allow for integration with 3rd party and back-office systems, like Oracle and SAP. Build with APIs for UI templates, customer data, system meta-data, and more, to deliver connected apps. Watch demo ›Free trial › 3 of 15 4 of 15 MOBILE SERVICES Built API first, you get everything you need to quickly deliver mobile-ready, custom apps faster. And with clicks or code, developers and business analysts alike can quickly build engaging mobile apps so you can connect customers, employees, partners, and products anywhere, anytime, on any device. Watch demo ›Free trial › Learn more › 4 of 15 5 of 15 POINT AND CLICK DEVELOPMENT Use drag-and-drop tools to build rich apps. With the Salesforce1 Platform, anyone can create database schemas, workflows, custom actions, automated business processes, page layouts, and entire apps without writing a single line of code. Watch demo ›Free trial › 5 of 15 6 of 15 SOCIAL COLLABORATION Add social feeds to every app to engage customers and connect employees. With social collaboration at the heart of the Salesforce1 Platform, not only are your users social, but so is every record, every case, every opportunity, every page, and every app. Watch demo ›Free trial › Learn more › 6 of 15 7 of 15 WEBSITES AND COMMUNITIES Now you can extend the power of the platform to your customers, partners and suppliers so that they can find the information, experts, and apps they need. Community Cloud combines the powerful business processes, collaboration and content tools to build apps to connect your company’s ecosystem. Watch demo › Learn more › 7 of 15 8 of 15 DRAG AND DROP ANALYTICS Drag and drop to create personalized reports and dashboards by department, role, and individual. Show key business metrics in real time and easily drill down for additional detail. Then share insights via social feeds and across mobile devices. Watch demo ›Free trial › 8 of 15 9 of 15 VISUAL WORKFLOW Visually automate virtually any business process — from approving a discount, to routing a service call, to generating a quote, to onboarding a new hire, and more. Add business logic to applications, write database triggers, and program controllers in the user interface. Visual Workflow lets you add advanced business logic to all your apps. Watch demo ›Free trial › 9 of 15 10 of 15 Innovate on Heroku Create amazing apps that delight customers, everywhere. Bring any language to the Salesforce world. Designed from the ground up for developer productivity, Heroku lets you connect to your Salesforce data, faster and more easily. Learn more about Heroku › 10 of 15 11 of 15 MULTI-LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT Let your developers hit the ground running, and code in any language. Make changes in your IDE and deploy them instantly. Scale with ease, get full control, infinite capacity, and independent scaling for each component of your app. Create pixel-perfect Web and mobile user interfaces. Watch demo ›Free trial › Learn more › 11 of 15 12 of 15 USER ACCESS Built-in role-based access lets you control where apps are deployed, and which data each user can access at the object, field, or record level. You can also create custom rules across roles and profiles so you can share data when you want, with the user you want. Watch demo ›Free trial › 12 of 15 13 of 15 IDENTITY Maintain a single, trusted identity across your company. Centrally manage apps, users, and data sharing for all your enterprise cloud and mobile apps with the simplicity, transparency, and trust of the world’s #1 cloud platform. Watch demo ›Free trial › Learn more › 13 of 15 14 of 15 TRANSLATION WORKBENCH Instantly deploy across the globe without worrying about hardware, installation, or maintenance. Built-in support for 14 languages and most worldwide currencies ensures your data is always accessible and relevant, wherever you need it. Salesforce.com has data centers located around the world for optimum performance. Watch demo ›Free trial › 14 of 15 15 of 15 Private Appexchange Create one secure, branded location to distribute apps to employees. Give users instant access to any mobile or cloud app they need to be productive, on any device. Streamline distribution and access management for IT. Watch demo › Contact me › Learn more › 15 of 15 Multi-Tenant Cloud Infrastructure Cloud Database APIs Mobile Services Point & Click Development Social Collaboration Communities Drag & Drop Analytics Visual Workflow Heroku Multi-language Development User Access Identity Translation Workbench Private AppExchange Explore all 15 services or view as a list ›   Pricing Pricing TURN YOUR IDEA INTO AN APP TODAY WITH THE SALESFORCE1 PLATFORM.   FORCE.COM ENTERPRISE APP FORCE.COM ENTERPRISE APP FORCE.COM ENTERPRISE APP Powerful apps with access to 10 custom objects per user $25 /user/month* (billed annually) Contact me › Users access apps built with the following services: A customizable mobile app Mobile Services & SDK Workflow and approvals Sharing and user access Salesforce Identity Chatter Point & click development Real-time APIs Reporting and dashboards Private AppExchange Cloud database   Most popular FORCE.COM APP BUNDLE FORCE.COM APP BUNDLE FORCE.COM APP BUNDLE Build up to 10 apps with access to 200 custom objects per user $80 /user/month* (billed annually) Contact me › All the powerful services in Force.com Enterprise App: PLUS Access to 200 custom objects per user Up to 10 apps per user A total of 25 tabs per user 1000 APIs calls /user/day           FORCE.COM UNLIMITED APPS FORCE.COM UNLIMITED APPS FORCE.COM UNLIMITED APPS Unlimited apps with access to 2000 custom objects per user $150 /user/month* (billed annually) Contact me › All the powerful services in Force.com App Bundle: PLUS Access to 2000 custom objects per user Unlimited apps per user Unlimited tabs per user 5000 APIs calls /user/day           CONNECTED CUSTOMER APP PACKAGE CONNECTED CUSTOMER APP PACKAGE CONNECTED CUSTOMER APP PACKAGE Engaging customer apps with Heroku + Force.com CONTACT FOR QUOTE Contact me › Salesforce1 Heroku Connect Heroku XL Dynos Postgres Database Essentials add-ons Force.com customer logins         Download the full edition comparison chart › Developers get to build for free › Extend Salesforce with over 2,500 apps on the AppExchange. AppExchange Watch demo › | Browse apps › Sales DocuSign › ERP FinancialForce ERP › Admin & Developer Tools The Permissioner › Collaboration TaskRay › Share or sell your app on the AppExchange Marketplace ›   Join our community of a million developers and learn how to build apps fast. For developers DEVELOP YOUR CLOUD APP FAST Environments, resources, tools, and a vibrant community. Everything you need to build your first app in minutes. Get your free developer environment › Visit our developer community › CODE WITH A ROBUST DEVELOPER ENVIRONMENT Develop, package, and quickly deploy applications without any infrastructure › GET THE NEW MOBILE SDK Build native, web, and hybrid apps for iOS and Android › HEROKU Build marketing apps in any language › BUILD APPS WITH CLICKS OR CODE Build applications fast with friendly point-and-click tools › INTEGRATE WITH REST, SOAP, AND STREAMING APIs Learn about integration options › MEET THE MAKERS Meet developers like you who are innovating with Salesforce  › Additional resources Additional resources A Quick Peek at the Platform: e-book › IDC report: Accelerate App Dev with Huge ROI › 8 Steps to Building Apps in the Cloud: e-book › 8 Key Things you need to know about PaaS › See all resources › Start building with the world’s #1 cloud platform today. Free trial › 1-800-667-6389 Build on the same trusted platform as the Salesforce award-winning sales, service, and marketing apps.   Grow your business with the world’s #1 sales app. Learn about Sales Cloud ›   Experience the world’s #1 customer service app. Learn about Service Cloud ›   Monitor social media and turn rants into raves. Learn about Marketing Cloud ›    Contact  Phone  Phone  Offices             Contact Follow us 1-800-NO-SOFTWARE | 1-800-667-6389 | Contact | Careers    © Copyright 2000-2014 salesforce.com, inc. All rights reserved. Various trademarks held by their respective owners. Salesforce.com, inc. The Landmark @ One Market, Suite 300, San Francisco, CA, 94105, United States Privacy Statement | Security Statement | Site Map Rate this page   Select region   Americas América Latina (Español) Brasil (Português) Canada (English) Canada (Français) United States (English) Europe, Middle East and Africa España (Español) Deutschland (Deutsch) France (Français) Italia (Italiano) Nederland (Nederlands) Sverige (Svenska) United Kingdom (English) All other countries (English) Asia Pacific Australia (English) India (English) 日本 (日本語) 한국 (한국어) 中国 (简体中文) 台灣 (繁體中文) All other countries (English) X Questions? Chat with a live agent. We are here to help. Contact now > Live Chat No thanks > Or call us at 1-800-667-6389. Live Chat Live Chat)
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(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141003,www.youtube.com,http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xuLtxt9L5U4,BCTF News Conference, June 25, 2014 - YouTube Upload Sign in Search Loading... This video is unavailable. Watch Queue TV Queue Watch QueueTV Queue Remove all Disconnect Loading... Watch Queue TV Queue __count__/__total__ Find out why Close BCTF News Conference, June 25, 2014 BCTFvidsSubscribeSubscribedUnsubscribe 252 Subscription preferences Loading... Loading... Working... Add to Want to watch this again later? Sign in to add this video to a playlist. Sign in Share More Report Transcript Statistics 193 views 1 Like this video? Sign in to make your opinion count. Sign in 1 Don't like this video? Sign in to make your opinion count. Sign in Loading... Loading... Transcript The interactive transcript could not be loaded. Loading... Loading... Sign in Ratings have been disabled for this video. Rating is available when the video has been rented. This feature is not available right now. Please try again later. Published on Jun 25, 2014 Summer School Announcement Category Education License Standard YouTube License Show more Show less Loading... 9:09 Play next Play now BCTF Jim Iker @ Labour Day 2014 by dgSolidarity 276 views 27:13 Play next Play now BCTF News Conference June 12, 2014 by BCTFvids 213 views 18:54 Play next Play now BCTF News Conference, June 4, 2014 by BCTFvids 259 views 31:09 Play next Play now BCTF News Conference, May 22, 2014 by BCTFvids 1,395 views 20:34 Play next Play now Jim Iker announcing vote results by BCTFvids 287 views 22:41 Play next Play now Strike Vote Announcement by BCTFvids 652 views 5:23 Play next Play now Fun and easy DIY headboard by citytvofficial 645 views 22:29 Play next Play now Remember When - Back to the 50's & 60's by Doug Erickson 1,855,505 views 19:08 Play next Play now BC teachers overwhelmingly support arbitration by BCTFvids 827 views 11:26 Play next Play now Warren Haynes ­with Joe Bonamassa -- Guitar Center's King of the Blues 2011 by Guitar Center 1,174,521 views 3:55 Play next Play now Bastian Baker in studio by citytvofficial 1,246 views 4:16 Play next Play now The Minimalists by citytvofficial 528 views 3:31 Play next Play now Diverse-City 08.07.14 by citytvofficial 1,413 views 17:01 Play next Play now Teachers to vote on ending strike if arbitration goes ahead by BCTFvids 74 views 9:46 Play next Play now BCTF Press Conference, January 27, 2014 by BCTFvids 1,015 views 15:58 Play next Play now BCTF leaders recommend ratification by BCTFvids 36 views 14:52 Play next Play now Amazing Venice Beach Homeless Girl on Guitar "Voices in the Sand" by William O'Connell 2,934,347 views 15:41 Play next Play now BCTF Strike Vote Results by BCTFvids 292 views 4:21 Play next Play now #BareYourBelly: Tanis Jex-Blake by citytvofficial 5,624 views 15:30 Play next Play now Ratification Vote Results by BCTFvids 28 views Loading more suggestions... Show more Language: English Country: Worldwide Safety: Off Help Loading... Loading... Loading... About Press & Blogs Copyright Creators & Partners Advertising Developers +YouTube Terms Privacy Policy & Safety Send feedback Try something new! Loading... Working... Sign in to add this to Watch Later Add to)
(20141007,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/bcedplan/status/443795991788257280?screen_name=bcedplan&screen_name=bcedplan&id=443795991788257280&id=443795991788257280,BC's Education Plan on Twitter: "MT @tlpcanada: Pls encourage your students to fill out the Ntl #ItsMyFuture Student Voice survey: http://t.co/TCprzXs2VR #CdnEdChat" Twitter Search query Search Twitter Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Language: English Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Have an account? Sign in New to Twitter? Join Today » Sign In Phone, email or username Password Sign in Remember me Forgot password? Already using Twitter via text message? Follow Following Unfollow Blocked Unblock Pending Cancel BC's Education Plan ‏ @bcedplan Mar 12 MT @tlpcanada: Pls encourage your students to fill out the Ntl #ItsMyFuture Student Voice survey: http://svy.mk/O1jp1R  #CdnEdChat Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Favorite 1 10:09 AM - 12 Mar 2014 Learning Partnership ‏ @TLPCanada Mar 12 @bcedplan Thanks for the support! We really appreciate it! Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Don’t miss any updates from BC's Education Plan © 2014 Twitter About Help Ads info Close Flag this media This has already been marked as containing sensitive content. Flag this as containing potentially illegal content. Submit Cancel Learn more about flagging media Dismiss Close Previous Next Close Go to a person's profile Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Close Retweet this to your followers? Cancel Retweet Close Are you sure you want to delete this Tweet? Cancel Delete Close Block Cancel Block Add a location to your Tweets When you tweet with a location, Twitter stores that location. You can switch location on/off before each Tweet and always have the option to delete your location history. Learn more Turn location on Not now Turn off location Close Profile summary Close Your lists Close Create a new list List name Description Under 100 characters, optional Privacy Public · Anyone can follow this list Private · Only you can access this list Save list Close Close Embed this Tweet Add this Tweet to your website by copying the code below. Learn more Hmm, there was a problem reaching the server. Try again? Include parent Tweet Include media Preview Close Sign up for Twitter Not on Twitter? Sign up, tune into the things you care about, and get updates as they happen. Have an account? Sign in » Close Two-way (sending and receiving) short codes: Country Code For customers of United States 40404 (any) Canada 21212 (any) United Kingdom 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM Haiti 40404 Digicel, Voila Ireland 51210 Vodafone, O2 India 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Indonesia 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » See SMS short codes for other countries Close Confirmation)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/thesa/awards.htm,THESA Website Pins of Recognition What do more than seventy home economics teachers in British Columbia have in common? They have been recognized by their peers with pins of recognition for service to the home economics teaching profession. Since 1988, the THESA Executive has honoured the contributions of THESA members in this way. Take a look around your district – has a home economics teacher retired recently or made some type of significant contribution toward improving home economics education in B.C.? Let's show them how much their contributions are appreciated. There is no better time than now to nominate a worthy individual. To be eligible to receive a pin, the person being nominated must be in one of the following categories: retired from teaching home economics or retiring at the end of the current school year, or has made some type of significant contribution toward improving home economics education in the province of British Columbia. In addition, the individual being nominated should be: teaching home economics during the last few years before leaving the profession, and a provincial THESA member for at least five years. The nominees must be endorsed by two active provincial THESA members. If you would like to nominate one of your colleagues for a THESA pin of recognition, follow these procedures: Include in the nomination: the name of the nominee the home address and phone number of the nominee the current teaching position of the nominee the name of the principal at the nominee's school the name of the superintendent in the district accomplishments of the nominee with respect to home economics education in British Columbia any other pertinent information regarding the nominee the signatures of both nominators and printed names, addresses and phone numbers. Send the letter to the THESA Membership Chair. Pins of recognition will be presented at the THESA annual general meeting or at another appropriate occasion. Some pins of recognition have been presented at year-end staff meetings or retirement banquets. If someone has retired in your district in the past couple of years, and has not been recognized for their achievements yet, please think about nominating her / him for a pin of recognition. Click here for a list of past recipients © 2010 Teachers of Home Economics Specialist Association  )
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media jthornthwaite last tweet "Please join me in recognizing the vital work foster families do for B.C. kids http://t.co/bdYy1yh9Jc #FosterFamilyMonth #northvan #bcpoli" @jthornthwaite - 10:56pm Follow @jthornthwaite BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=10150&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 6, May/June 2003 B.C. needs rural schools by Wendy Nielsen Last fall, our masters class was shown a disturbing graphic. It was a chart with two columns: One listed every school district in B.C.; the other showed dollars spent per student. The professor had highlighted the districts that had spent the most and the least money. The discrepancy was shocking. The three highest amounts were in remote, geographically diverse areas. The three lowest were in the Lower Mainland. The highest amount spent was four times the lowest amount spent, and it was over three times the provincial average. In class, we talked about how increasing the spending per student in a rural or remote school is intended to improve equity of access for students. Having taught in one of the three districts that received the highest allocation of funding, I was extremely uneasy about the idea that the students somehow had "equitable access" because of relatively large sums of money being spent. Perhaps it is worth unpacking the phrase equity of access; it’s considered a strong indicator for a quality educational environment (B.C. Ministry of Education, Rural education task force members chosen. News Release IB 06-02, September 5, 2002). Is this the case, and if so, how do we know? What does it mean to say that students have equity of access? Access to what? The diversity of factors that directly and indirectly influence learning is great. The factors include training and experience of teachers, availability of learning resources for courses across the curriculum, extra-curricular opportunities according to the individual needs and interests of the students, school athletics, community and parental support for the school, socioeconomic, and cultural factors. The ability of communities, schools, and families to provide substantive and supportive access to those factors varies greatly. Some are beyond the control of the school itself. Educational services delivered in rural areas cost more. Why? Usually schools are smaller, especially secondary schools. A smaller number of pupils (and their per-pupil funding) pays for building maintenance, utilities, administrative overhead, teaching and support staff salaries, purchase of learning resources, technology upgrades and support... You get the idea. Any school holds students with a range of abilities, interests, and needs. Small schools have fewer students in any one category. Those students still deserve access to the services they need. This is why education in small schools costs more. Why should the expense be supported? The rural areas of B.C. provide the raw materials on which our economy is built. People need to be able to live near where they work. They need to be able to raise their families, without subjecting their children to disadvantages. Children need to be able to go to school near where they live. Schools need to be supported so that this can happen. Closing schools diminishes the educational opportunity available to students in rural areas. This, at a time when the Ministry of Education claims a commitment to three values in its operations: effectiveness, equity, and efficiency (BC Ministry of Education Annual Report 2001/02). Effectiveness is measured according to students’ achieving to high standards. For students to achieve to a high level of standards, resources must be devoted to the education system. Equity should mean that students, wherever they live, have access to the same level of educational opportunity available elsewhere. That is problematic when efficiency concerns overshadow equity concerns. Efficiency is the basis of the argument to amalgamate small schools, especially in rural areas, so that "economies of scale" can result in cost savings. What is lost in closing a school is rarely considered in efficiency formulas: wasted time in riding buses, transportation and maintenance costs for equipment and people, maintenance of an unused building for an indefinite period of time, lower levels of parental involvement when the school is in the next town, cultural clashes between groups of students who were once rivals, staff changes and dislocations when everything but the building moves to the new location. All of those items should be considered "expenses" when a school closes, but they rarely are. Some are one-time expenses; others will be permanent new expenses. Considering the value of effectiveness, questions should be raised about how effective a school can actually be when its service levels, staffing, and even viability are diminishing. Equity demands that service levels be maintained, so that students are given their rightful opportunity to achieve to their individual capabilities. The stated values are being unevenly supported. How can achievement be improved as resources are cut in the name of efficiency? Likewise, how can improvements to equity of access be enabled when moves to efficiency close schools? Efficiency does not indicate an effective school system. Resources do; resources in the form of material and personnel, including support staff to assist students and teachers, and well-supplied classrooms provide opportunities for schools to be effective in promoting student achievement. Closing schools is not the answer to what ails the B.C. education system. Improving services is. This means hiring more teachers, not fewer, expanding school services, not closing them, and offering our young people more, not less, choice. All those things cost more, and are necessary expenses for us to bear. A school is an integral part of any community. In any rural area of B.C., the school fulfills many roles: a place for learning, including opportunities for continuing education, a place for public meetings and athletic events, a rich resource for knowledge, a salary base providing economic advantage to the community, a focal point for community pride. In areas of the province where education costs more, we must consider those assets in any efficiency equations. We must ensure that equity is valued and meaningful for each and every student in the province, regardless of where he or she lives. Only then can we consider our school system to be effective. Wendy Nielsen is a teacher working on an M.A. in curriculum studies at UBC. Editor’s Note: 43 of the 44 schools closed last year were rural schools. Another 53 are projected to close this year. For more information, go to bctf.ca/action/cuts/budget)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9702,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 19, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 2006 Teachers' tips Time management? Who has time for that? by Rob Taylor It seems strange to be writing an article on time management for teachers because so much of our time is actually managed for us, through such things as timetables, bell schedules, meetings, and conferences. We also plan our time carefully with daybooks and previews. Nevertheless, here are some quick ways to manage your time and stay sane. • Set attainable goals. You are not going to manage a triathlon training schedule, learn raku firing techniques, practice piano for an hour a day, and still have time for your job and your family, so be realistic. • Start with a master schedule for a week, a month, or a year depending on how optimistic you feel. • Block out time commitments that are not going to change, such as report-card time, interview days, meetings, and professional days. • On a dayplan, block out personal commitments in order of priority, e.g., gym or fitness time, time to read, and commute time. Do the same with work related tasks, preparation, marking, reporting, phone calls, and so on. • On your school-based timetable, plan time for prep, marking, meetings, and personal relaxation. Try to plan for at least one-hour blocks before or after school to ensure you can actually accomplish something, not just get started. • Be cognizant of the up and down times, don’t bother scheduling test marking at 2:00 p.m. after a staff luncheon—trust me, you won’t do it, better to plan for a brisk walk around the school. Use the up and down times to your advantage. • Keep in mind that work tends to expand to fill your time—don’t let it. • An important question to ask yourself with regard to teaching is whether you are spending more time planning and preparing a task than it takes your students to actually complete it. If that’s the case, is there real value in your planning and preparation or could the students benefit from working through the planning and preparation themselves? • Determine where you think time is wasted. Is it impossible to photocopy at 8:30 a.m. because there’s a line-up? Plan not to do it then or plan other things that you can do while you wait in that line-up. • Remember Murphy’s Law and stay flexible. Anything that can go wrong will, and it will take longer than you planned, so make sure you leave some spaces to breathe. • After you’ve made the schedule, review it. Is it realistic? Can you really mark 39 English 10 essays while running on the treadmill and cooking supper? If you can—stick to it! If you can’t—change it. • If it all works, and you find you have a spare moment, then reward yourself by doing something you wouldn’t normally have time for—a cup of coffee, a visit with a friend, 10 minutes of stillness. All you need to do now is find time to read this article! Rob Taylor teaches at Nesika Elementary School, Williams Lake. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12034&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2001 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 13, Number 5, March 2001 Cola vending machines ‘Rich’ contracts that may not be so ‘sweet’ by Dianne Dunsmore As a secondary teacher, have you ever found yourself volunteering to fill the cold-beverage vending machines at your school? Has the school’s soft-drink representative ever told you that you are not allowed to give students a special deal on cola or sell lemonade at the school, even as part of a fundraising event? Can students still buy milk in your school? Have you ever felt uncomfortable expressing your concerns publicly about the cola products or accompanying promotions? A deal between Coke or Pepsi and secondary schools may appear “sweet” at first glance, bringing added funds for cash-strapped schools. However such contracts have aggressively evolved into secretive, exclusive arrangements that have binding strings attached. Committed to these exclusive school-contract provisions, teachers need to be informed of their features and be aware of the emerging issues that may directly affect the working and learning conditions in their school as a result of such agreements. Exclusivity During the past five years, the B.C. public education system has permitted the cola giants to establish exclusive contractual agreements with individual secondary schools or school districts. The contracts allow only one beverage company the exclusive right to sell drinks at that school or school district, creating monopoly arrangements for the corporation. No other drink, except milk sometimes and a few juices (such as tomato juice), can be sold on the premises during school hours. The length of the contracts, which is negotiable, has increased significantly; a 10-year commitment is not uncommon to secure individual schools. Price fixing The cost of the soft drink is established through preliminary arrangements or within a contract clause. Frequently, the price of a can of pop is increased in accordance with the contract, forcing students to pay more. All outlets in the school or district must charge the agreed-upon price; the school store, cafeterias, and any sporting event (unless the product is given away as a promotion by the bottling company). Therefore, schools can sell drinks as part of a fundraiser, but the drinks must be products of the cola company and sold at the agreed-upon price. School-based profits When the contract is signed at an individual school, the share of the school’s profit, from direct sales, remain in the school, going unreported to the board office. The profits can be anywhere from 15% to 40%, depending on who can cut the best deal. One secondary administrator claimed an annual profit of $20,000,while the neighbouring secondary school revealed a $40,000 gain. In the Cola Wars, the beverage companies are competing with each other while individual secondary schools compete for the best contract. The percentage of school profit, which is on a grid, is directly linked to volume, the main focus of the beverage company. Therefore, larger secondary schools have a much greater profit potential. This volume-driven profit forces schools to promote the product in pursuit of more funds. For example, multiple vending machines may be placed outside the gym door or in cafeterias to increase sales volume. Some school boards retain and allocate resources, while other boards share the profit with individual schools. In the absence of guidelines, profits varied widely at both the district and the school level. Signing bonus There is usually up-front money for the signing school ($10,000 to $15,000), paid in installments. If the school breaks the contract, the second installment may not arrive, or, as in any contract, the school could be liable to repay the signing amount, obliging the school to keep the agreement. Direct promotions In exchange for free vending machines, the exclusive contract often includes mutually agreed upon promotions, with the objective being, “to increase soft drink volume.” The beverage company may sponsor the spectator event by engaging the students in a contest. For a few high-priced prizes, such as a cell phone or pager package, at sport assemblies or events, students may be invited to participate in a drinking contest that includes naming all the company’s drinking products or racing to a designated area and bearing a transferable tattoo of the corporate logo or name. Speaking out When school administrators sign the contracts, they are acting as agents of the board. This can put the administration in a perceived conflict of interest if students or teachers criticize the expectations of these agreements. There have been attempts by some corporations in the U.S. to include non-disparagement clauses that prevent students and employees from speaking out. What does your contract say? Secrecy Similar to other competitive corporate agreements, the contracts are highly confidential to protect the business interest of both parties. School-based administrators sign the contracts as agents of the school board. Confidentiality, which is either a preliminary agreement or a contract provision, can make it difficult for the administrator to share the information in the contract with any school board employee, including senior administration. Teachers, parents, and students can also be denied access to the contracts. At this point, even an application for disclosure through the Freedom of Information and Privacy Act does not guarantee complete transparency of the contents, upon request. Do these corporate deals wield more power than public policy? Where do we go from here? Teachers have the right to be informed of the contracts in their school or school district. They need to understand the context and be aware of the changes in policy at the ministry and district level that have accelerated this commercial intrusion. It is imperative that teachers collectively convey to government that it is accountable for commercial enterprises and it must legislate protective measures to ensure full disclosure of such contracts province-wide. If private corporations are to be permitted access to our schools, they must meet the same vigourous standards for ethical behaviour that apply to all public institutions. This year’s BCTF AGM will be considering resolutions and executive recommendations to address this burgeoning corporate intrusion into our public schools. Your delegates should be prepared to vote on these important issues. Dianne Dunsmore teaches at South Meridian Elementary School, Surrey. For more information see www.bctf.ca/notforsale.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9812,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept./Oct. 2002 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 1, Sept./Oct. 2002 Ontario gov’t blueprint structurally unsound   Excerpts from OSSTF President Earl Manners’ address to the Summer Leadership Conference For the past seven years, each school year has begun under a cloud of confusion and angst for students, parents, teachers, and educational workers. Unfortunately, changing the captain of the ship of state from Harris to Eves, has not meant this summer is any different. Chronic underfunding of public education continues. Most boards across the province have balanced their budgets but only by being forced to make ever-deeper cuts to education programs. Thousands of children continue to be placed on waiting lists for special-education programs. However, this summer trustees have joined the ranks of teachers, educational workers, parents, students, and communities saying enough is enough! By refusing to pass balanced budgets that would require massive cuts to programs and staff, the trustees in Ottawa Carleton, Hamilton-Wentworth, and Toronto have sent a clear message that their mandate is to put the needs of students first. But, let’s not be fooled. The other boards have not actually submitted balanced budgets. Every one of these boards has used the last drop of reserves. These so-called balanced budgets have no funds for increased salaries for employees, and many boards that have not replaced staff and schools, will be significantly understaffed when doors open. Three school boards are telling the truth—the others have simply downloaded the burden of underfunding, handed to them by the government, onto the backs of their teachers and support staff. This government has complete control of the education purse strings. They like control. What they don’t like is responsibility. They refuse to accept that accountability is a two-way street. With the selection of Ernie Eves to replace Mike Harris, and the appointment of Elizabeth Witmer to the post of education minister, we thought we might be getting something new. Both Eves and Witmer announced that the education-funding formula was not only broke but broken. Following an investigation of the funding formula, a commitment was made, that if more money is needed, it would be there. Finally, after seven years, admission that what we had been consistently saying, was true. But there was no money in the budget to reverse seven years of cuts. No money to avoid further cuts while the review took place. The accountants now advise the government on what programs should be cut. On Saturday August 17, 2002, Minister Witmer basically fired the elected trustees in Ottawa Carleton and replaced them with her hand-picked supervisor. She is quoted as saying this was done to ensure stability in Ottawa Carleton schools in September. In her release on the appointment of the supervisor in Ottawa Carleton, Minister Witmer says, and I quote, "That is why we are taking this extreme measure—the only measure we have to ensure schools remained open." Well minister, there is another solution to keep schools open that doesn’t involve throwing out 135 years of democratic local control of schools. Live up to your responsibility and fund Ontario schools, to ensure that every student can succeed! We call on Minister Witmer to announce an immediate moratorium on all cuts made by school boards to balance budgets for this September. We will take a very active part in the funding-formula review scheduled for this fall. We will insist that the funding formula be based on the identified needs of students. We will push for the elimination of the private-school tax credit and the reinvestment of those funds in public education. And we will propose that the government establish a funding generator to increase funding as actual education costs increase. Our expectations for a broken funding formula are quite simple: Fix it! We are at the end of year two, of the legislated three-year collective agreement period. There is not one three-year collective agreement in place for teacher bargaining units between OSSTF and any Ontario school board. Ontario’s public high school teachers and educational workers have been patient. We want to be totally clear. Schools will open in Ontario with a teacher in front of every class in Ontario’s public high schools and support staff in place to deliver services. But, if the government’s response to the funding review is not immediate in November, our work stops at the beginning of second semester! Our patience has reached the end. Our members watched as government forced its own workforce on strike and then agreed to a significant wage increase of nine percent over two years. Our members watched the government agree to significant deserved salary increases for Ontario’s nurses. It is clear the Eves government is now in a pre-election mode of operations. We watched Eves reverse the sale of Hydro 1. When seniors rose up en masse against increases to accommodation in nursing homes, he quickly reversed that decision too. The spring budget attempted to get concern for healthcare off the minds of Ontarians by announcing massive infusions of cash, to try and mitigate the damage done by seven years of cuts to healthcare. Eves may be different from Harris in style but there is no difference when it comes to the long-term agenda of the Conservative government. Despite all the rhetoric, they continue to support the privatization of our healthcare system by setting up private MRI clinics. Community hospitals are now closed. They continue to support the tax credit for private schools. So, as they prepare for their election budget next spring there remains one major issue to get off the radar screen—public education. Well, teachers and educational workers are tired of being used as the pawns. This is not an election issue for a tired government out of ideas, it is a fact of life for students, parents, teachers, and educational workers now! It truly is time for a change. Last March we clearly laid out an alternative to the Tory education agenda. Our Student Success Plan guarantees that: all students reach their potential. all students have what they need to succeed. all students are offered the right curriculum. public education works for all students. This is an alternative that is built on respect for teachers and educational workers and the work they do. An alternative that ensures that public education, not private education, remains the cornerstone of Ontario society. It’s time for a new vision for public education in Ontario. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=31320,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2013 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 26, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 2013   Is it just me, or has union become a dirty word?  By Jennifer Wadge   I think that we can all agree that belonging to a union doesn’t have the positive perception it once had. According to CBC’s The Current, 10 years ago, when polled, Canadians viewed unions as useful institutions with a better image than businesses and the government. By 2010, this had changed. When polled, Canadians viewed unions in a much more negative light. What happened? This shift in public perception did not happen without help. The question is, “Who would benefit from Canadians having a negative view of unions?” This is actually a complicated question to answer. But simply put, corporations have the most to gain. In pushing an agenda that maximizes profits at the expense of workers, a shift in political ideology has crept its way into public conscious­ness. Job security, reasonable wage increases, and pension plans for workers do not align with an agenda to make the most profit possible. As Linda McQuaig outlines in a column in the Toronto Star, the corporate agenda has been to pit worker against worker. She writes, “As private sector workers have lost ground, they’ve been encouraged to resent public sector workers, whose unions have generally been stronger and better able to protect them.” The thinking that’s encouraged is not about raising everyone up, but dragging us all down. As corporations try to do away with pension plans, for example, private sector workers begin to ask why public sector workers, such as teachers, should have a benefit like a pension? Often “taxpayer expense” is thrown into this debate, as if public sector workers don’t also pay taxes. This is helped by media, with right-wing radio hosts and columnists criticizing unions, as if less for us will mean more for everyone else. In the pension example, private financial institutions such as those who run mutual funds stand to gain our enormous investment dollars if our pensions or CPP contributions are reduced or axed. It pays to ask again, “Who would benefit?” Unfortunately, this ideological shift enables corporations and right-wing governments to make changes that result in an increasing gap between the richest Canadians and the rest of us. According to recent data from Statistics Canada, the average income in Canada is $38,700, while the top 1% earn an average that’s 10 times as much ($381,300). In fact, the median individual income in Canada is just $27,600. Why don’t more people seem to care? With half of Canadians making less than $27,600 and a large percentage unable to count on the next paycheque, who is going to be able to afford that new refrigerator, cell phone, or car? Never mind a new house. As corporations push for greater profits, at the expense of workers, it’s going to become increasingly difficult to find a market for their goods. So, while the 99% certainly should be concerned, corporations have just as much reason to be worried about the growing inequality. Can unions survive? What’s clear is that unions are more important now than ever before, not just for those of us in a union, but for all workers in Canada. Following the Great Depression, it was unions that fought for wage increases and workers’ rights. This resulted in a decreasing gap between the wealthy and everyone else. If we ever hope to see the wage gap decrease in our lifetimes, it will have to be unions that lead that fight. That is exactly why corporations and right-wing governments have worked so hard to make “union” a dirty word. What can we do about this? It’s time for us to reclaim the word “union.” We need to say the word with pride and explain to those who aren’t in a union why it matters to them. After all, what is a union but a group of workers, not fighting against each other, but working together for better working conditions and fair wages and treatment for everyone. Our actions can affect working conditions and wages for all workers. There’s nothing dirty about that. _______________ Jennifer Wadge is president of the Surrey Teachers’ Association.  Reprinted from Surrey Teachers’ Association Bulletin.   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=27274,BCTF News Releases  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources   For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development News Release Archives 2014  2013  2012    2011 2010  2009  2008 2007  2006  Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2012 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  June 19, 2012 BCTF seeks redress for government inaction on Charter violations    More than a year after a BC Supreme Court ruling that provincial legislation violated teachers’ Charter rights, the BC Teachers’ Federation has had to go back to court seeking a fair remedy for the impact of the unconstitutional legislation. In April 2011, Madam Justice Griffin ruled that provisions of Bills 27 and 28 and other government legislation were unconstitutional and invalid. The legislation stripped teachers’ collective agreement of class-size limits and guarantees for services for students with special needs, resulting in the loss of thousands of teaching positions, including many specialist teachers who work with our most vulnerable students. The legislation also prohibited collective bargaining on those issues into the future.  Justice Griffin gave the government one year to remedy the Charter violations. “Because this government has completely failed to deal with the repercussions of last year’s ruling, we have to go back to court,” said BCTF President Susan Lambert. “Given the ruling, we believed that we had regained the right to bargain class size, class composition, and the provision of services by specialist teachers, and thereby drive much-needed funding back into our public school system. But government refused to recognize the decision and yet another year of cuts has further eroded the quality of services to students.” Lambert said the BCTF was particularly troubled by the fact that, while Bill 22 purports to repeal certain unconstitutional provisions of the earlier legislation, it immediately reinstates these provisions in identical terms in the same section of the same law. The BCTF also asserts that government failed to address the repercussions within the time limit imposed by the court. The BCTF is seeking restoration of the provisions that were unconstitutionally deleted from the teachers’ collective agreement, a declaration that the provincial government has failed to address the repercussions of the decision, and damages for losses suffered. The case will be heard December 3–6, 2012 in BC Supreme Court. To read the full text of the notice of application, click here: http://www.bctf.ca/uploadedFiles/Public/BargainingContracts/NoticeOfApplicationL021662.pdf    -  30  - For more information, contact Nancy Knickerbocker, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell). Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=21676,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > October 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 23, Number 2, October 2010   Not another professional day! By Lynne Bouchard   This is a sentence I have heard many parents and even, occasionally, my colleagues say. There are two strands of thought that come to mind when I hear this comment—one is understanding what a professional day is, and the other is why we attend professional development days. I believe that many parents and students are unaware of what we do on these days. However, I know that the BCTF has worked hard to explain professional days to the public. I do believe it has helped a lot, but I also believe that schools should be equally proactive by explaining and involving parents in partial sessions or in the planning of topics. This summer, I visited the self-indulged city of Las Vegas and I was determined to come away with some constructive thoughts about the city. A comment by Penn Jillet from Penn & Teller, the magicians, stuck with me. Penn mentioned a few times that “…the magic was in our heads.” Those words resonated with me. What I took away from his comment was that we make it what we want it to be. My connection to professional development is the same—we make it what we want it to be. A desire to learn more is what helps us get the most out of professional development days. Conceptually, I think most teachers believe in PD days and provide many opportunities for their students, but has everyone really sat down to truly apply the concept? Are we really allowing for each student to bring their individuality to the classroom or are we trying to make them all fit and jump into our box? I wonder about the creative child who sees the world differently than most, the child who seeks a joke in all matters, and the child who needs to stand or move to learn. I believe that learning is infinite, not a final destination. Why not involve the students in their learning journey and have them be aware of their learning continuum? Can we make sure all students are learning; can we properly assess and report it? Yes, is my answer. The concept may seem onerous at first, so start small and look toward other teachers who are on the same journey and learn from each other. Make suggestions to your professional development team to bring in people who reflect your learning and teaching journey. I see a correlation between our students and ourselves as learners. If we are inspired to learn then we can hopefully transfer the same enthusiasm to our students and perhaps equally inspire them to learn. I think it is important that we remember to learn alongside our students, families, and colleagues. Lynne Bouchard teaches Kindergarten and is the Early Learning/Vulnerable Children district co-ordinator, SD48 (Sea to Sky).  Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9808&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept./Oct. 2002 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 1, Sept./Oct. 2002 10 new BCTF lesson aids 1. The Vital Link Handbook   Produced by the Learning Assistance Teachers’ Association, 257 p. © 2002. This handbook is a K–12 learning assistance resource binder. The learning assistance role is changing with the inclusion of special needs students into neighbourhood schools and classrooms. The Vital Link Handbook includes information about, and forms for, program organization, timelines, school-based teams, service delivery options, adapting/modifying curriculum, record keeping, and reporting. Provides a compilation of best practice ideas, strategies and resources. K–12. LA 9967—$30 2. Magnetic and Charged Materials   Bill Cowan, 48 p. ©2001. This resource book is a curriculum-based science and technology unit developed by the Ontario Provincial Science Curriculum for Grade 3. Contains activities aimed at introducing students to the key concepts of magnetism, over 20 individual student activities, and 12 hands-on experiments. Every activity and experiment in the unit is based on either an overall or specific skill-based curriculum expectation. The unit also contains a test, to be used as a review of the concepts learned. Suitable for: Grades 3–5. LA 8574—$17.95 3. Endangered Species and Biodiversity in Canada   Produced by FORED BC in co-operation with government agencies, business, environmental groups and others. ©2002. Contains lesson plans and activity ideas, teaching kit, poster, blackline masters, resource booklets and pamphlets. Students will study Canadian endangered species, such as Vancouver Island Marmots, and the importance of habitat conservation and maintaining biodiversity, with an emphasis on BC. Environmental citizenship, extinction and interdependence are among the concepts introduced. One student game illustrates how animal populations are reduced by human factors. The curriculum links for science, social studies, and English language arts and websites of interest are also provided. Grades 4–7. LA 9526—$25 4. Rethinking Globalization: Teaching for Justice in an Unjust World   Produced by Rethinking Schools, edited by Bill Bigelow and Bob Peterson, 402 p. ©2002. This comprehensive collection for teachers and activists includes role plays, interviews, poetry, stories, background readings, hands-on teaching tools and much more in addressing some of the most complex issues facing our world today including sweatshops, child labor, hunger, debt and more. Grades 4 and up. LA 2001—$20.95 5. Le Canada par les cartes 1 (2e-3e année)   George Quinn 41p. ©2000. Par l’entremise d’activités reproductibles et de la carte du Canada, l’élève se familiarise avec la géographie physique du Canada. Ces activités ont pour but d’aider l’élève ayant un niveau de lecture de la deuxième à la quatrième année, à améliorer ses compétences de base et à acquérir une meilleure compréhension de la géographie du Canada. La carte mesurant 42 cm x 56 cm illustre en couleurs les dix provinces et les trois territoires (y compris Nunavut) et leurs capitales ainsi que les îles, rivières et lacs principaux. La carte sert d’outil de référence permettant à l’élève de compléter les activités. Les 34 activités à l’intention de l’élève sont auto dirigées et ont été conçues pour améliorer les compétences de base suivantes avec les cartes : reconnaître les formes, interpréter les symboles, déterminer les directions et nommer les formes de relief et les nappes d’eau. Un questionnaire et les réponses sont inclus. Les activités encouragent l’apprentissage autonome, par exemple, au centre d’apprentissage de géographie. 2e–3e année. LA F8236—$14.95 6. The Music Teacher—Basic Knowledge for Little People   Rhonda Draper. 40-min. audio CD ©2001. This 40-min. CD is designed to ‘even the playing field’ for students in Kindergarten to Grade 2. All will experience the letters and vowel sounds, days of the week, months of the year, numbers to 20, colours, continents and more. Each song is set to a catchy beat or melody. Each entry has an echo track so that students can match the pitch sung in their range. A perfect classroom tool. An easy musical way to start each teaching day. K–2. LA 8766—$25 7. Take it to Your Seat—Math Centers: Grades 4-6   Produced by Evan-Moor Educational Publishers. 194 p. ©2001. Nine centers are intended for individual practice and six centers are constructed for pairs of students. The skills practiced include the following for individual practice—percentages, equivalent weights, coordinate graphing, measuring angles, geometric shapes, mean and median work problems, money word problems, perimeter, positive and negative integers (temperature), understanding math symbols. For partner practice—geometric shapes, number order, word problems with time, multiplication (factors and products), decimals, equivalent fractions. Published in the USA and may contain some US-based standards. Grades 4–6. LA 9432—$19.95 8. Teaching Shakespeare on Screen   Edited by Neil Béchervaise 180 p. ©2001. The authors of this resource for secondary English language arts and drama classrooms, believe that had Shakespeare lived today, he would have been a filmaker. Shakespeare was a commercial playwrite and theatre-owner. His business was to get crowds through the doors. Since film is the media of our times, using film translations of Shakespeare’s plays makes perfect sense in today’s classrooms. The goal of this book is to teach teachers and students the language of film, how to view a film critically, and how to understand it more deeply. The book is thematically arranged and includes discussions of those plays most often used in secondary English classrooms. The film versions discussed are all widely available to educators. Grades 8–12. LA 1008—$30.95 9. A Portfolio of Teaching Ideas for High School Biology   Honour Specialist Biology Candidates, Faculty of Education, University of Toronto 150 p. ©1996. Activities that present common topics in creative ways that engage students by using everyday situations and scenarios. All activities were developed to enhance students’ problem-solving abilities. Activities cover animal physiology, cell and cell chemistry, ecology, evolution, genetics, homeostasis and plant physiology. Also included are useful web sites and resources, graphic organizers and an internet activity. Grades 11–12. LA 4017—$35.95 10. Early Learning Center in a Bag   Produced by Evan-Moor Educational Publishers 194 p. ©2001. The 14 self-contained and portable centers are presented in paper gift bags. Skills practiced include: recite a rhyme, sequencing pictures, number order, visual discriminations, rhyming, color words, matching letters, comparing numbers, puzzles, beginning sounds, money, ending sounds, telling time, patterning. Includes full-colour patterns/materials to construct the centre. Published in the USA and may contain some US-based standards. Preschool to K. LA 8029—$19.95     For a listing of BCTF Lesson Aids, consult the cataloque in your school library or the Lesson Aids online catalogue. www.bctf.ca/LessonAids To order any of the above lesson aids enclose a cheque payable to the BCTF or authorized purchase order to BCTF Lesson Aids Service 100–550 West 6th Avenue, Vancouver, BC V5Z 4P2. GST and postage/handling are included in the prices. Orders are sent by return mail. Check out the web site for the B.C. Association of Learning Materials and Educational Representatives at www.bcalmer.ca for a source for contacts for many curriculum resources and information. Notice BCTF Lesson Aids are primarily intended to provide support for teachers in the development and teaching of units and lessons. They are not "school materials" as described by the February 12, 2002, Representative Assembly. The RA motion covers the purchase of materials that should be the responsibility of a school district. Those would include materials used by students such as class sets of books, paper, drawing materials or other stationery supplies. Resources such as those provided by the Lesson Aids Service of the BCTF, which are of assistance to teachers in their preparation for teaching are not covered by the motion. We encourage members to continue to share materials, lesson aids, and resources with one another.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/DidYouKnow.aspx?id=28301,BCTF > Did You Know #1, September 2012  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Did You Know archives 2013–14  2012–13  2011-12    2010–11  2009–10     Home > Publications > Newsletters and Alerts > Did You Know > 2012-13 Archives Did You Know?  PDF format  BC falls behind Canada in per-student funding The ministry stated in a recent bulletin (August 28, 2012) that “The average per-pupil funding for 2012–13 is now an estimated $8,493, up 36% since 2000-01.” Yet the ministry doesn’t tell us that BC has fallen behind Canada inper-student funding. In 2005–06, operating expenditures per student in BC were $131 above the national average. However, by 2009–10, per-student funding in BC was $412 below the national average.    Source: BCTF calculations with data from: Statistics Canada (2011). Summary of Public School Indicators for the Provinces and Territories, 2005–06 to 2009–10, p.36 (Table A.22).  Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media jthornthwaite last tweet "MLA @douglas_horne thanking @colemancountry for his work w/ housing for BC @LindaReimerMLA @bcliberals http://t.co/zR6bdVGcRI" @jthornthwaite - 02:03am Follow @jthornthwaite BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=22910&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 23, Number 6, April 2011   Key decisions of the 2011 AGM Leadership report Recommendation 1 That the priority for 2011–12 be to engage and mobilize members to: achieve significant collective agreement improvements. make funding and support for public education a priority for all levels of government. develop Aboriginal employment equity agreements in every local. improve professional autonomy and enhance professional development. strengthen teacher influence on education policy. support and strengthen social justice principles and practices in our schools and our communities. Education policy Recommendation 9: 21st century learning initiative In setting the agenda for 21st century learning the AGM recommendation builds on the involvement of teachers in discussions that examine the purpose and principles of public education. A number of conditions are identified as key for pursuing change that will enhance teaching and learning: the centrality of teachers in the learning process using varied forms of instruction including inquiry-based approaches integrating new technology into teaching and learning recognizing the diversity of the student population assessment that supports students’ learning needs. Membership fee Recommendation 11 That for the 2011–12 membership year, the fee for those who are members under By-law 1.1(a) shall be 1.49% of the actual salary of the member, allocated as follows: 1.31%—General Operating Fund 0.06%—Public Education Defence Fund 0.06%—Collective Bargaining Defence Fund 0.05%—Provincial Bargaining Fund 0.01%—Contingency Fund except that the fee for active members who are teachers teaching on call shall be 0.36% of the actual salary of the member allocated in the same ratio as above. Pensions Recommendation 25: Ethical investing That the BCTF, as a plan member partner, request the Teachers’ Pension Board of Trustees to request that the British Columbia Investment Management Corporation (bcIMC) develop or invest in a fund that is comprised only of companies that: do not manufacture weapons or military machinery. do not produce tobacco. do not contribute to systemic human rights violations. do not contribute to severe environmental damage. do not support the privatization of water. have fair labour practices. have a sound corporate governance and meet the targeted actuarial assumption (December 2008) of 6.5% investment return for the investment of future Teachers’ Pension Plan contributions do not use child labour. Aboriginal education Recommendation 33 That additional secondary school IRPs with an emphasis on Aboriginal culture (such as First Nations Studies 12, and English First Peoples 10, 11, and 12) be created, across the subject areas. That ministry funding be available to support the implementation of these courses. That should such additional courses be created and made available with the necessary supports, the completion of such a (one) course be a requirement of graduation for all students. Aboriginal content be embedded in all K–12 IRPs.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Touring a natural gas drilling rig with @MLA Mike Bernier, and Brian from EnCana http://t.co/AifdJ4H07b" @Teresa_Wat - 06:01pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/AdvocacyAndAction.aspx?id=26848&libID=26838&printPage=true,BCTF > Chronology of education legislation and actions by the BC Liberal government 2011  	BCTF Action and Advocacy  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Advocacy and Action > Campaigns Chronology of education legislation and actions by the BC Liberal government Description and impact of legislation and actions 2011 November 1, 2011 (3rd Reading) Bill 12 – The Teachers Act  Repeals the former Teaching Profession Act and dissolves the BC College of Teachers. The bill establishes new structures, within the Ministry of Education, to certify, regulate, and discipline teachers. The college will be replaced with a new council with a more focused mandate, including setting standards for certification of teachers, approval of teacher education programs at universities, and adjudication of serious disciplinary matters. The new BC Teachers’ Council will consist of 3 teachers nominated by the BCTF, 5 teachers elected regionally and 7 members appointed by the Minister of Education. A Commissioner will be appointed to oversee professional conduct and discipline matters. Any hearings will be before a Disciplinary Board consisting of 1 teacher and 2 government appointees. The Director of Certification will determine whether applicants meet the requirements for certification with respect to both qualifications and good character. Impact:  Public reporting of discipline  The act contains numerous provisions that make discipline proceedings more public. Under Section 61, oral discipline hearings will be open to the public unless the panel orders otherwise. The Federation is concerned about the potential for these to be “show trials”. Under Section 54 of the bill, consent resolution agreements will not be confidential. Notice of the agreements must be published on a public website. It is concerning that this does not seem to be limited to agreements that have a disciplinary outcome. Publication of such agreements would seriously compromise the privacy of teachers who are struggling with health problems and other challenges. Limited right of appeal  Section 40 of the old Teaching Profession Act provided a right to appeal any decision of the college to the courts. Bill 12 removes that right. Section 42 of Bill 12 provides that the decisions of the commissioner and of a panel are final and binding. It would still be possible to seek a judicial review by the courts of decisions. However, the grounds for review would be narrower than a full appeal. The Federation is very concerned about this aspect of the Act. Annual fee  The annual fee is set by regulation and the act provides that it will be an automatic deduction from all employees’ wages. The ministry has announced this will be $80. This Act has removed teachers’ rights of self‐regulation. The responsibility for certification has returned to the ministry. The Federation maintains that it is the ministry who should provide funding for their responsibility. The legislation essentially removes a teacher’s right to appeal any decision of the new BC Teachers’ Council to the courts, and it provides for hearings to be public. Duty to report discipline  There is no change to the matters required to be reported to the Disciplinary and Professional Conduct Board by the employer. The government did not clarify how employment related discipline, such as letters of reprimand, will be dealt with by the employer at the school district level. The BCTF recommended that only serious matters will be referred to and dealt with by the Disciplinary Board. There is no direction in the legislation to define the difference between employment matters and misconduct. The minister did indicate in the House debate that employment matters should be dealt with by the employer—the school district and superintendent. Gaps in consultation process  While the minister did meet with the full‐time table officers of the BCTF several times, there were still items included in the legislation that were never discussed—in particular, he omitted to mention the lack of right to appeal and the public nature of hearings.      )
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8912,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, Number 3, January/February 2004 Teachers attend BCFed convention Our t-shirts said it all by Susan Fonseca Idon’t know why we left the B.C. Federation of Labour 47 years ago, but I do know that I’m glad we’re back. It was a very proud and emotional moment for B.C. teachers when we were welcomed back by President Jim Sinclair at the opening plenary of the BCFed convention. Our t-shirts said it all: Proud to be a Teacher (on the front), and Proud to be Affiliated (on the back). When we rose in a wave of blue and white at Sinclair’s behest, we were welcomed back with a hearty, standing ovation by our new "brothers and sisters" in the B.C. family of Labour: nurses, college educators, firefighters, healthcare workers, postal workers, ferry workers, forestry workers, and many, many others in both private- and public-sector unions who contribute to the health, safety, and welfare of our communities every day. Our resolutions, including those to endorse the Charter for Public Education, to call on the provincial government to restore fair and adequate funding for the public education system, to rescind changes to B.C. Child Labour Law in Bill 37, and to condemn Christy Clark and her government for their blatant attack on the teaching profession by taking over the BCCT with political non-elected appointees were all unanimously endorsed by the convention. Our fellow delegates understood those issues because they are all under attack by a government bent on destroying the Labour Movement in B.C., and many of them have children and grandchildren in our classrooms. We were struck by the passion and the eloquence of delegates from all affiliates, and we cheered as our own members took to the mikes. We heard about the crisis in funding for women’s shelters. We heard from the nurses and other healthcare workers about the cuts in healthcare and often found ourselves on our feet in support of their resolutions. One HEU worker moved many of us to tears with her stories of the impact of the cuts on her colleagues and their patients. After working for 17 years at Women and Children’s Hospital, she lost her job, which was then contracted out for lower wages. A palliative-care nurse was deeply distressed and spoke movingly about the enormous cuts to her department and the impact on B.C. families and people who are being denied care in their final days. CLC President Ken Georgetti reminded us that we are all "walking on bridges built before us" by earlier members of the Labour Movement, and that we have a duty to preserve and strengthen those bridges so that our children can live in a society where people earn a living wage and where services valued by our communities are protected. Former NDP Leader Joy MacPhail and new Leader Carole James explained how the sell-off of B.C. Rail will hurt our economy and northern communities in the long run. This government’s vision for economic renewal‚ is to privatize our commonly owned public assets, often by bringing in American CEOs to attack the unions and to make a quick cash grab up front, damning the consequences in the future once all our Crown corporations are in foreign hands. The message from this convention, clearly posted all around the cavernous hall, is that "Our B.C. is NOT for Sale"—not our highways, our hospitals, our schools, our government buildings, or our Crown forests! We passed a flurry of emergency resolutions calling on the government to back off the sale of B.C. Rail, and to support, rather than cut, services to B.C. students, patients, seniors, women, people with disabilities, drivers, injured workers, pensioners, and those in need of a social safety net. For the most part, workers in B.C. have grown used to being ignored by this government, which only responds to demands from corporate interests. More disturbing, this government seems to openly enjoy humiliating workers. For example, Kamloops MLA Kevin Kreuger called HEU hospital support workers "toilet cleaners" and Canadian Alliance/B.C. Liberal advisor Rod Love announced publicly that the government had been given an electoral mandate to "crush Labour like a bug." Thus, they gleefully tore up contracts with teachers and healthcare workers and set about rearranging the whole social contract in the province. Emboldened by wins in the early skirmishes, the Neo-Industrial Revolution is now on in full force in B.C., with the government on the attack against workers in all sectors of the economy. As one speaker reminded us, however, we are not the first to fight such critical battles. We were reminded of Gandhi’s long struggle against imperial interests, and his ultimate advice in victory: "First they ignore you. Then they laugh at you. Then they fight you. Then you win!" Though many delegates were ready for a general strike to protest this government, described by one speaker as "77 weapons of mass destruction sitting in Victoria," ultimately, cooler heads prevailed. Most union leaders favour an action plan with many more complex features than a strike, and a majority of the delegates gave the executive the mandate to work with affiliates to intensify our fightback campaign by moving forward with an eight-point action plan working up to the next election. There is much work to do during that time to defend the "bridges that we walk upon." As teachers, we’ve seen that when we hold the line together in the interests of public education, we win. Just think what a powerful force we will be when we all hold the line with the rest of the "brothers and sisters"—those whose work is the foundation of a civilized society. Pierre Trudeau’s "Just Society" has no resonance for the B.C. Liberals, whose vision of B.C. is one of a corporate jungle where only the strong and the rich survive and thrive. Gordon Campbell’s Liberals’ vision is more of a "Just Us Society." I’m glad that teachers have chosen to come home to join the rest of the Labour ranks to fight for a civilized British Columbia where all workers are respected and valued. We made the right choice, and we’re back just in time. Susan Fonseca teaches at Langley Education Centre, and she is a member of the Teacher Newsmagazine Advisory Board. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=29515&printPage=true,BCTF News Releases  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2013 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  March 18, 2013 Aboriginal activist affirms teachers’ role in helping students fulfill their dreams In a keynote address Sunday that brought tears to the eyes of many at the BC Teachers’ Federation Annual General Meeting, Mi’kmaq lawyer and comedian Candy Palmater described the powerful and enduring legacy of teachers who encouraged her to overcome significant obstacles in her life. “They could have seen me as the kid of an illiterate drunk father, a kid whose brother was in jail, but they didn’t. They saw a spark in me and fanned it,” Palmater said. Her father, who overcame his alcoholism, her mother, and her siblings all raised Palmater in an atmosphere of unconditional love and support. That, combined with the influence of some inspired and dedicated teachers, enabled her to become a champion athlete, graduate as class valedictorian from Dalhousie Law School, and go on to create her own television show, now in its fourth season on national prime time. Palmater assured the 700 teachers present that their influence on students endures. “Long after you are dust, they will be doing things that have your mark on it,” she said. “It is possible for one person, when that person believes in inclusion and the force of positive reinforcement, to change the world for kids.” Later Sunday afternoon delegates unanimously passed a motion that the BCTF should support the Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada and call on the federal government to act upon its recommendations. These include: Acknowledging the need for comprehensive education on the legacy of residential schools; Providing ongoing support for survivors; Exploring the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples as a framework for reconciliation between Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal Canadians; and Involving governments, educational institutions and churches in creating commemoration projects to honour the survivors, as well as the children who died in residential schools. BCTF President Susan Lambert said she is proud of the initiatives brought forward by BC teachers to support Aboriginal teachers and learners, and to begin to heal the historical legacy of colonialism. “As teachers we see the impact of racism in our schools and communities every day,” Lambert said. “The legacy of the residential school experience continues to play out in our classrooms and hurts the life chances of Aboriginal children even today. As a society it’s our responsibility to acknowledge this history and remedy the legacy.” The BCTF AGM continues throughout Monday, with resolutions on the health and welfare of teachers and students on the agenda as well as elections for table officers in the evening. -  30  - For more information, contact Nancy Knickerbocker, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell).)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/ResearchReports.aspx?id=5570,BCTF > 2001wlc03, What do B.C.’s teachers consider to be the most significant aspects of workload and stress in their work?  	BCTF Research Reports  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Publications > Research Reports  PDF version BCTF Research Report Section III 2001-WLC-03 What do British Columbia’s teachers consider to be the most significant aspects of workload and stress in their work? Analysis of qualitative data from the BCTF Worklife of Teachers Survey Series, 1: Workload and Stress Charlie Naylor, BCTF Research October 2001 Contents Acknowledgments The context of this study Introduction 1. The increasing difficulty and complexity of teaching and relating to students Changing class composition: the integration of ESL students and students with special needs Working with students who live in poverty, or in unstable situations Working with students who are reluctant to be in school 2. The volume of work during a teacher’s day, and the expectations that      teachers will address a wide range of tasks and issues The volume of work The range and complexity of teachers’ work, and how this has changed over time Seasonal pressures, with intense periods of work in addition to the regular load Curriculum change Expectations 3. What is lacking to make the work manageable? Time Resources Support Respect 4. The consequences of high workload and stress Respondents who are coping with workload and stress Working excessively, or opting for part-time employment Quitting teaching Becoming sick Effects on family life and relationships 5. Conclusion Acknowledgments BCTF Research wishes to thank all those teachers who added to their workload and responded to this and other BCTF surveys during the Spring of 2001. The range and depth of their responses has provided the data on which to base this report, which will be used to lobby government and school boards to develop a healthier school system by reducing teachers’ workload and stress. The survey instrument was designed in collaboration with BCTF Research Analyst Anny Schaefer and Research Director Larry Kuehn. Anne Field, BCTF Research Assistant, formatted the survey for ‘TeleForm’ data entry, processed the surveys, and prepared the qualitative data for analysis using ‘Atlas’ qualitative data analysis software. The context of this study In the Spring of 2001, three surveys focusing on teacher workload and stress were prepared by BCTF Research staff and mailed to teachers across the province. The first survey examined the workload of secondary teachers of English (“English Teaching Workload Survey Questionnaire,” March 2001). The second considered workload and stress issues as perceived by both elementary and secondary teachers (“BCTF Worklife of Teachers Survey Series, 1: Workload and Stress,” April 2001), and the third addressed teacher perspectives on issues in Special Education (“BCTF Worklife of Teachers Survey Series, 2: Special Education,” June 2001). BCTF Research staff are producing a series of reports based on data generated from the surveys. Two reports have already been published; both are accessible on the web: A look at the international context: Teacher workload and stress: An international perspective on human costs and systemic failure. (Charlie Naylor) September, 2001. www.bctf.ca/ResearchReports/2001wlc01 Analysis of the data from the English-teachers’ survey: “I love teaching English, but….” A study of the workload of English teachers in B.C. secondary grades. (Charlie Naylor and John Malcolmson) September, 2001. www.bctf.ca/ResearchReports/2001wlc02 Additional reports are forthcoming. They will be published electronically on the BCTF’s web site, at www.bctf.ca. Look up “What’s New” on the Index tab to find links to Publications, Briefs, and Reports. Introduction This paper is based on analysis of qualitative data from the survey “BCTF Worklife of Teachers Survey Series, 1: Workload and Stress”, April 2001. Fifteen-hundred surveys were mailed to teachers in a stratified random sample of B.C. teachers. Six hundred forty-four elementary and secondary teachers from districts across the province returned surveys, a return rate of 43%. The survey’s qualitative data section asked respondents to: “...identify and explain the most significant aspect of workload or stress in your professional life.” Almost all respondents identified multiple causes of stress in their work as teachers. Such stress factors occurred repeatedly and concurrently. While some teachers spoke of their job as a vocation that they still loved and wanted to do, far more spoke of stress caused by workload and environment. A large number of comments were made about stress, such numbers alone providing evidence of a significant problem for many teachers in British Columbia’s schools. Some respondents stated that they are coping with workload and stress, but their tone was measured: “I still love teaching but find that my energy level, especially in terms of recovery from working hard on a drama project or extra-curricular coaching leaves me very exhausted. The kids have changed in terms of attitude (respect, work ethic, etc.) as well, and I find that my tolerance level for improper behaviour or lack of care by students gets me really irate quickly. Teaching should allow more opportunities for rest and relaxation. It is a completely consuming job. I like giving to kids the things I know. I like seeing them achieve success. But when your tail is dragging you tend to lose perspective. It’s a hard job but most days I’m glad I’m in it.” “I have been very stressed this year due to an illness, but have still been expected to perform my teaching duties plus all other extra-curricular activities.... I also work in a low socio-economic area and the children come from very low income households with little or no support from parents who don’t always have a positive outlook on education. I worry a lot about these children, who need so much more from me than just how to learn to read & write! However, all in all, I am satisfied with my chosen profession and I enjoy each day in the classroom!!” However, even these measured comments were a small minority of respondents. Most respondents reported significant areas of stress in their work. Three key areas can be identified as causing stress to teachers. 1. The increasing difficulty and complexity of teaching and relating to students Changing class composition: the integration of ESL students and students with special needs One of the most common factors which made teaching more difficult was changing class composition, with increased numbers of students with special needs, and increased numbers of ESL students, in many classrooms. Typically, many respondents stated that the difficulty of meeting such students’ needs constituted a major stress factor in their work: “Given the composition of my classes and their size, I do not feel able to adequately address all required learning outcomes, nor can I meet sufficiently many of my students’ special needs.” The following comment reflects the frustration of one teacher for whom class composition has exacerbated workload pressures, and who states that it is not the only pressure in a complex work environment: “Trying to teach two grades filled with ESL, special needs kids, behavioural problems, children leaving to go to Learning Assistance, counselling, and doing this while attempting to meet all the IRP outcomes (for 2 grades), and sit on 2 or 3 committees, attend meetings….” Another teacher more directly stated the link between class composition and stress: “Having a split class with one low-incidence special needs student, two high-incidence problem students, the variety of behaviour/family-problems-related students, and trying to teach the required curriculum = STRESS.” The prevalence of significant numbers of ESL students and students with special needs in many classroom makes teaching more difficult and stressful because a range of pedagogical and organizational approaches are necessary in addition to those used to teach the non-ESL/special needs students. In addition, there are a wide range of special needs, some of which require considerable adaptation of approach or modification of materials. The capacity to adapt and modify often requires training and specialist support, and such training and supports are not always available, thereby increasing the pressure and demands on the classroom teacher: “I find the expectation of teaching special needs frustrating and stressful. I am expected to teach 2 K classes next year with severely autistic children. At this point I know nothing about autism. There will also be a “high-incident” behavioural challenged child as well!” “My class is so mixed with ‘special’ children, it is very stressful on me and the rest of my class. It seems I can’t just teach. I have to revise & change and set too many different programs. I get very frustrated & so do my students. It takes a lot of my energy for about one-third of my class. This seems to be becoming the norm and not the exception. Should so much of our time be spent on one group of students? What about the rest?” “I have 30 students in my class with wide-ranging learning styles, behaviours, and ability, with very little extra support (Learning Assistance, Special Education Assistants, etc.), even though several students are many grade levels below or above the ‘average’. I feel constant stress about providing a program that will benefit all of these diverse learners. Most teachers teach because of their love of teaching and helping children, and thus the feeling that some students are getting ‘short-changed’ is VERY stressful.” “[The most significant factor in workload stress is] Inclusion policy — dealing with significant educational, emotional, behavioural, health — problems in a classroom with little support for the problems. Time and effort is directed to the exceptional student to the detriment of the class and I often find myself ‘coping’ rather than teaching. Particularly evident this year, as there are those individuals in my classroom, none with full time assistance, and none of whom are able to cope with a regular program. One is a health problem (no aide time but special equipment to help with physical disabilities); one is low functioning (separate academic materials in all subject areas — 5 hours aide time); one is severe Down’s Syndrome — not independent functioning (20 hours aide time).” 63% of teachers who responded to the third Spring 2001 BCTF survey (Worklife 2: Special Education) supported the philosophy of inclusion, with only 23% explicitly stating their disagreement with the policy. However, 86% of respondents stated that the daily implementation of the policy was difficult. Teachers believe that they are expected to implement a policy of integration without adequate support or resources, an expectation that drastically increases workload and induces stress. Evidence has recently emerged corroborating a long-term BCTF claim that that B.C. seriously under-funds Special Education.1 Simply put, integration policies that are seriously under-funded place immense strain on those expected to deal with the pragmatic and daily consequences of such policies: the classroom teachers of B.C., and those specialists and assistants who struggle to make integration work because of inadequate supports and funding. One category of special needs was identified by many respondents as being particularly problematic. This was the issue of students with behavioural problems, who made teaching more stressful, in part because of the effect of the student or students’ negative behaviour on the teacher, but also because such behaviour disrupted the teacher’s capacity to meet all students’ needs within the classroom. There were also comments from many respondents who indicated that this problem had become worse in recent years: “Student behaviour tends to cause the most stress.” “It gets harder & harder to meet the needs of all my students. I don’t feel I’m doing as good a job as I did 5 years ago because it takes time. The needs of the students become more diverse or the needier kids become a larger part of the class (ESL, behaviour, special needs) and more of my time now goes to doing some things I didn’t have to do 5 years ago.” “Having a vast difference in both the abilities and behaviours of students and lacking the means with which to help them is the most stressful part [of teaching].” Respondents expressed strong concern about students who were generally disruptive, whether or not they were officially designated as having a behaviour problem. One teacher described: “…the frustration in dealing with severely disruptive students who continually interfere with other students’ learning and for whom we have no alternative programs or useful recourse.” Another identified disruptive behaviour as the major source of stress: “There have been a lot of aspects that have contributed to my work load & stress this year. (1) class composition: Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder student significantly affected dynamics in my class. The student’s behaviour was continually disruptive and it greatly affected my stress level & the class. I was close to needing to take time off. Instead I cut back my time to 0.6 from 0.89. I feel this is unfair because it compromises my income. Finally, the parent decided to home school the child in April. He may be coming back this next week, which I’m very hesitant about. When the child was in the class, he had a negative ripple effect on others (e.g., talking, messy floor area, unfocused, not completing work). Students suffered, because I could not get to them to help them.” Working with students who live in poverty, or in unstable situations Teachers who responded to this survey reflected considerable empathy for students living in poverty, or in unstable family environments. They were not critical of students or their families, but they were concerned that poverty or instability reduced the chances that such students would learn effectively: “Children come to school hungry/dirty/suffering from home lives (drugs, single parent, etc.), lack of sleep, very difficult to work with this in a large class (28) and one that has behaviour problems, social problems (bullying), etc. Not enough help (counselling, teachers’ assistants).” A number of respondents discussed what they believed to be a general decline in family stability in recent years: “I am at a relatively ‘good neighbourhood’ school but have seen the deterioration of family stability over the years. This has a negative effect on children.” One respondent indicated a major source of stress was the: “…increased numbers of ‘at risk’ kids — academic and behavioral. Increased number of dysfunctional families. Increased number of non-supportive parents. No increase in counselling time, youth workers, and student support services to help address needs.” Another teacher identified the need for a radical rethinking of the approach to wellness for both teachers and students, so that students are supported in ways that ready them for learning and alleviate some of the worst aspects of poverty, and so that teachers stress-induced illnesses are seriously addressed.: “A paradigm shift needs to take place in the education system in terms of teachers’ workload, stress levels, discipline strategies, Administrative Officer support, wellness programs…and parents’ responsibility. Teachers work long hours. There is a high rate of burnout and sickness. Wellness programs need to be established for teacher coping and student healthiness and self-esteem. For example, eating programs and nutrition. Many students come to school grumpy, tired, undernourished, and hungry.” Working with students who are reluctant to be in school Some respondents described teaching students who did not want to be in school. Their reluctance resulted in friction and tensions which add to teachers’ stress levels. “[We need to] find alternative settings for students who don’t want to be in school.” “Disrespect from students makes my teaching life very difficult.” “[A major stress is] trying to keep on top of students who skip classes (with parents’ consent), keeping students who are in hospital up-to-date with assignments, managing a class with little respect for the subject area..., and to be continually creative under pressure, stress, and fatigue. Let me just say I am very disappointed in the teaching profession. I’m sorry I chose it and spent so much time in university, money in tuition fees, and energy in hopes of obtaining a meaningful, fulfilling career.” The issue of the “reluctant student” may be of greater significance than has been explored in recent years, both as an educational problem and as a stress on teachers, particularly in secondary schools. In a context of declining economic opportunities for youth without high-school graduation, the pressure for all students to remain in school is high. At the same time, there is an expectation of high academic standards for all students, reinforced by governments, and through imposed accountability instruments such as the Foundation Skills Assessment and Grade 12 examinations. The media ranking of schools, based on large-scale assessment measures, adds to the pressure on schools to achieve high academic outcomes. Schools, therefore, are placed in an unenviable position: they must keep students in schools and maximize their academic achievement. The system’s focus on and prioritization of academic outcomes may lead to a mismatch between government and societal expectations (high academic achievement) and the reality of some students with minimal interest in academics, or who are simply unable to reach such academic levels. If this occurs, teachers are caught in the middle, the focus of pressure from governments to maximize narrowly and externally-defined achievement for students. At the same time they teach students for whom those levels are of no interest. The result is stress and anxiety, caught between the “rock” of expectations and the “hard place” of some students’ apathy to academic school subjects and alienation from schooling in general. 2. The volume of work during a teacher’s day, and the expectations that teachers will address a wide range of tasks and issues Respondents identified five aspects of volume and range of work which increased workload and exacerbated stress: The volume of work It is startling to read teachers’ comments about the hours they work, and how intensely they work. Several reported working over 60 hours each week, others stating that extra-curricula activities consumed over 20 hours a week. Some teachers’ commitment to teaching appears so strong that they are sacrificing their physical and mental health, and in some cases their relationships, to maintain their programs and classes, often working more than sixty hours each week. This represents a severe and unsustainable imbalance in many teachers’ lives. Many respondents reported not being able to take time for lunch, and working during their evenings and weekends, with some teachers viewing early retirement as the only likely escape from a heavy workload: “Most of the time, I feel as though I am on a treadmill. In order to reduce the workload over the weekends and evenings I try to work through my lunch hour. Having reduced my appointments has also helped, but it doesn’t mean I work less. I use almost every minute for prep or other school-related activities.” “[There are] countless hours I spend most evenings & weekends to plan/deliver the program I teach. H.e.l.p.!!! (only two more years to early retirement, thank goodness!!) P.S.I would not have said this five years ago!” “I love the job, but I hate the hours. My students appreciate how quickly I get work back to them, but also say I need ‘to get a life’. They realize that all weekends are spent helping them and marking. I agree!” The range and complexity of teachers’ work, and how this has changed over time In terms of the range and complexity of tasks facing teachers, teachers mentioned a wide range of work activities, including numerous meetings, paperwork, purchasing of materials (often with teachers’ own money2), increased testing with the Foundation Skills Assessment, even cleaning of facilities. All of these are in addition to what is involved in the core activities of teaching students, which include class contact teaching, preparation and marking, assessment, evaluation and reporting. The data indicate that teachers believe that there have been significant additions to the core activities of teaching, as well as changes to the nature of teaching with the addition of many non-teaching tasks. This is perhaps at the heart of the problem of teacher workload. Teachers are expected to do far more than teach, and the expectations appear to have no limit, resulting in what many teachers see as a continually expanding but unstated job description, with much added but nothing taken away, resulting in an unacceptably high workload: “[I spend] hours on-site cleaning, organizing, making materials (books, worksheets, centre activities, at meetings, learning about new approaches to learning, tracking students who need to be identified, then are not.” “[I spend] extra time helping ESL, special needs students, report cards, prep and marking to provide the best planning and assessment/classroom experiences possible.” “[I have] less energy, emerging health problems, keeping up with increasing workload, keeping up with changes in the workplace, adapting to these changes in a productive way, meeting increasingly-demanding student behaviour with creative and constructive responses.” Seasonal pressures, with intense periods of work in addition to the regular load Some respondents reported particular pressures at certain times of the year, particularly when report cards were being prepared. There appears to be wide variation in reporting expectations, but a common theme is apparent: reporting takes a huge amount of time, and is very stressful: “Report cards usually coincide with Christmas and spring concerts, so that I work pretty much 18 hours per day until it’s all done.” “By far the most significant stress for me as a teacher is writing report cards. The time it takes to competently prepare report cards causes me enormous stress because of the time it takes away from my family!” “Report card writing! The amount of time put into this is incredible. We should be provided with software that will make this process much less time-consuming, but still provide the parents with important & relevant information.” Curriculum change Respondents stated that the range of expectations had expanded in recent years, and that tasks were consistently being added to teachers’ workload. Curriculum changes were one area causing workload pressure: “[The major cause of stress has been] the number and pace of curriculum change in mathematics the last few years,” or “the ministry giving us 2 complete curriculum changes in the last 8 or 9 years.” “There have been curriculum changes in mathematics every year for the past 5 years and it’s still going on. Resources to run the new curriculum are at least 2 years behind, and training for the new technology required by changes has been minimal & offered only sporadically, not yearly to allow real understanding & improvement.” Curriculum was not the only issue. The major concern of many respondents appeared to be the incremental and cumulative additional expectations, directed towards teachers from diverse sources. A summary of the feelings expressed by teachers might be that everybody has increased expectations but nobody offers more support, and in some cases supports are reduced while expectations rise. The consequence is that teachers’ workload increases, resulting in stress with a range of stress-induced consequences: “With ever-increasing range of Integrated Resource Packages (IRPs), and Learning Outcomes, we are spreading ourselves thin. While the above increase, the number of hours to fit it all in stays the same. It would be less stressful if we had a strong commitment to teaching few things & doing them well. Where do we draw the line? Children are arriving with multiple social problems and large chunks of our day are spent parenting rather than teaching.” Expectations Why do teachers work as long and intensely as they do? It appears clear from the data that the majority of teachers who work excessive hours do so because they want to do their best for their students. But a second factor is apparent in these data: that there exists a strong yet subtle pressure on teachers to add to their workload regardless of what their existing workload might be. What makes this pressure so difficult to identify is that it has many origins and sources, including government, employer, administrative officers, colleagues, parents, students and community. All “expect” something, but few ever consider the effect of cumulative expectations, which these data indicate to be excessive workload and stress. The pressure felt by teachers is identified in the data by the thread of a single word: “expectations”. Teachers consistently state that they are “expected” to do a particular task, or that they were “responsible” for dealing with a problem. “The most significant aspect of workload or stress in my professional life is the overwhelming amount of curriculum that I am expected to teach. Even though I know I can’t possibly teach it all, I keep trying. This is exhausting!!!” “[I am] expected to shoulder too much...society’s expectations are absurd! Work overload!!” “[I have a] feeling of inadequacy to deal with the multitude of problems students come to high-school classes with. I am often told that I am responsible for all of these complex problems, but cannot effect the kind of change necessary given my time and energy constraints, and the reality of their problems.... [There is] not enough time in the day to do all that is expected or needed from me.” “The expectation that teachers must do more than teach, they are expected take on many of the responsibilities of the parents.” “Very few people understand the workload, & expect teachers to be infallible.” “In 6 years my position has been cut from 0.9 to 0.4, yet I am still expected to deliver the same services to staff and students. The job reduction has been stressful.” Perhaps teachers should have job descriptions which place definable limits on their hours worked, and which state a list of duties that are considered part of their work, with appropriate time allocation. Such descriptions might then prevent what currently appears to be a perennially expanding set of work-related demands and expectations. 3. What is lacking to make teachers’ work manageable? In reviewing the qualitative data, the words “lack” or “lacking” occurred repeatedly. Teachers spoke of their determined efforts to make schools work for students, but their best efforts were frustrated by what was lacking in schools to make their teaching effective. Some teachers expressed their frustration and urged the BCTF to bargain aggressively in order to address the many things lacking in schools: “[There exists a] lack of respect, lack of good wages, lack of resources. Lack of time. Get out there and bargain a strong collective agreement for teachers!! We are fed up!!” Four main areas can be identified in terms of what teachers believe to be lacking in schools: Time A considerable number of respondents stated that there was insufficient time to complete their work: “We are expected to teach more and more content as well as dealing with all of the social needs. It often feels like there is not time to teach many of the basic academics.” The lack of time is clearly linked to the considerable expectations of teachers addressing a wide range of tasks: “There are too many provincial- and district-level accountability ‘hoops’ to jump through: setting school goals/mission statements/district goals/collecting data/district and provincial assessments/reporting procedures, etc. Many processes are redundant, and could be combined, reduced (like accreditation), or simplified, which would give me more contact time with students.” The problem appears to be that teachers are continually expanding the time they spend working, whether at school or at home. There is strong evidence from both qualitative and quantitative data that while demands on teachers’ time increase, teachers supply more time, often at significant costs to their health and family lives. Resources Many teachers stated that even the most basic resources, such as textbooks, were not adequately supplied to meet student needs. Others spoke of limited lab equipment, or of having to purchase supplies for their classrooms because insufficient supplies were provided to enable them to teach the required curriculum: “I’m tired of being expected to use my own income to subsidize public education. I have spent approximately $2,000 of my own income to purchase basic supplies, books, and resources.” “The most significant aspect of my workload is searching and collecting resources for my topic of study. The district once had a well-operated resource centre for teachers, but due to lack of funding the resource centre has down-sized considerably.” “[I am] overwhelmed by the amount of curriculum that needs to be delivered and the lack of school resources.” The evidence suggests that books and other basic learning resources, lab equipment, and classroom supplies are not provided or distributed in ways that meet needs. This makes teachers’ work more difficult, thereby increasing workload as they struggle to use or find texts and other materials, and increases stress. Support In some cases, respondents stated that they were finding limited teacher-on-call availability, or limited access to staff who provide assistance with ESL and special needs students, whether specialist teachers or teachers’ assistants. The absence of such supports has in some cases made professional development less available. It also increases the pressure on some teachers to work when they may be sick, as they are concerned that a TOC may not be available: “Without TOCs I simply work whether I’m sick or not, which draws out illnesses.” “It is so hard to get ready for a TOC, and then pick up the slack, that I go to school [when I am] sick.” “If I get sick I just keep going because we lack qualified TOCs.” In other cases they spoke of the limited or lack of support from administrative officers, from parents, or members of the community. This combination of tangible supports, and the less tangible sense of limited or non-existent good will and encouragement, appears to be draining some teachers’ capacity to work effectively, increasing their sense of isolation, and, in some cases, abandonment. Respect Respondents indicated several areas of limited respect for the work they do, including the low salary, and the assumptions of some people in communities who believe that teachers “have it easy”: “I work very long hours to provide an excellent program for my students. As I am a single parent, I am worried about the level of pay I receive for the long hours I work. It is frustrating to hear people at the grocery store (etc.) complaining about teachers and how cushy their jobs are. It is ironic that the ‘stock’ people make more per hour than I do and do not affect how our future generation will turn out.” “I am a single mom who does not go on holidays due to no money during summer months.” “Low pay [is a problem] — I feel we are undervalued.” “I know that my salary will not cover all the expenses and having to think how to pay for the summer.” Low and uncompetitive pay reflects a lack of respect for teachers. Many workers in jobs requiring far less education and training, and with less responsibility, now receive better pay than do teachers. But respondents indicated that the lack of respect was not only reflected in salary scales, but in teachers’ regular interactions with some administrative officers, parents, students, and even with some other teachers. 4. The consequences of high workload and stress The qualitative section of this survey asked teachers to discuss what constituted the “most significant aspect of workload stress” in their professional life. It did not ask them to divulge information concerning consequences, or ascertain degrees of stress levels. Nevertheless, five consequences of high workload and stress can be identified based on analysis of the qualitative data. Respondents who are coping with workload and stress While almost all survey respondents appeared overworked and suffering from stress, there are degrees of overwork and different reactions to stress among respondents to this survey. One group of teachers, a small minority of respondents, appeared to be managing stress and found it within acceptable limits, though even they appeared cautious and reluctant to express much confidence about not succumbing to stress in the future. Working excessively, or opting for part-time employment Full-time work for many teachers is actually more than a full-time job, with the extra time becoming more the norm than the exception. The excessive time above what many would consider a normal work day appears to be a cause of resentment which may increase stress: “I love my work with students. I love teaching, but I really resent all the unpaid hours I need to put in to make learning meaningful and interesting. All the expected unpaid hours one has to put in to make the job work. I cannot think of any other job (especially government jobs) that expect so much extra, unpaid work beyond a standard eight-hour day.” Such excessive work is also a likely indicator of future stress-related illness, with both physical and mental fatigue accumulating with excessive workload. A number of respondents were considering part-time work as a coping mechanism. Some of those who were considering part-time work used the remaining time to complete marking or preparation without being paid. Some teachers are therefore effectively subsidizing the education system by working full-time for part-time pay: “I am subsidizing the schools to an extent by working part-time to make the workload bearable.” Other respondents simply could not balance the demands of work and home if they worked full-time: “For me there is no single factor which is significant, but rather it is all the aspects of the job together which become overwhelming when trying to juggle a family and a healthy life as well, and so I work part-time.” Quitting teaching This group spoke of the fact that current workload and stress were negatively impacting their interest in teaching, and their motivation to remain a teacher, however much they loved both their subject and teaching students: “I am seriously thinking about quitting teaching, because of workload and stress. I feel I have aged incredibly over the last year, and my health has been greatly affected at times. I love teaching and sharing ideas with others. I also love getting to know students. They are our future and a tough group to teach. Thank you for letting me voice my opinion!!” “I plan on leaving the profession to seek employment in other areas outside teaching.” Becoming sick While a number of respondents reported illness directly caused by stress, only some of those took sick leave. Others reported staying at work even though they were sick: “I work on average 60–70 hours a week in order to keep organized & up to date. When I am not organized & up to date, then I feel everything is not operating functionally. Therefore I don’t have time to get sick or ‘smell the roses’ so to speak, because there is just too much work to do. Yet this trap of working so much is what gets me sick & all stressed out — it’s a vicious trap. Yet I continue teaching, even when I’m sick, because I feel responsible for providing a strong program & because I love working with students!” Other teachers did take leave when they became ill because of stress: “I love working with the kids. They aren’t a cause of stress for me. It’s all the ‘stuff’ above that takes the fun out of teaching. Due to the stress at work I had to take 2 months medical leave to prevent premature delivery. During that medical leave the problems I have been experiencing stopped. Teaching is a demanding job. Very few people understand the workload, & expect teachers to be infallible.” “I have developed significant health problems due to stress, unrealistic expectations and lack of support. I have had to take part-time medical leave and fight to get it approved. I have still not been offered any assistance by administration. Now [other] teachers at my school are…showing signs of stress.” “Is this the beginning of burnout? I’m feeling really tired lately, and have been sick off and on for 2 months.” “I have been sick for so long and so often that I have no sick days left.” Effects on family life and relationships Many teachers reported negative effects on their own family life as a result of high workload and stress: “[There is a] lack of school time for report cards!! It must be done on my personal time, which takes away from my family and significantly cuts into my sleep (with three children under 5, I must do them late at night when they are asleep).” “As my husband also teaches…, often our family obligations conflict with our marking loads, causing stress in the home.” “I find it hard to raise a family & do justice to both job and family, so both get cheated.” “I love to teach, but I have a huge homework load which interferes with my family life. It has also deterred my children from entering teaching.” Conclusion Data from this survey indicate that most B.C. teachers have too high a workload and that many are suffering from stress. The volume of work, the wide range of workload duties, changing class composition, and the fact that many stressful incidents happen each and every day, induce considerable stress among teachers in this province. The effects of such stress are potentially devastating for many teachers. Some will reduce the time for which they are paid, but will work extra time without pay. Some will become sick, and continue to work, perhaps leading to a major health breakdown, and often causing problems within their own families or relationships. Others will take a stress-related leave, or will quit teaching altogether. This survey has only been completed by teachers who are still teaching, so we have no indication how many teachers may have left the profession because of workload and stress. All of the consequences are disturbing, as is the general feeling of disillusionment with a profession that for many respondents is clearly a vocation, and not just a job. Analysis of these data suggests that teachers’ disillusionment stems from the fact that though they care deeply about the students in our schools, they increasingly believe that nobody appears to care greatly about teachers, as no effort has been made to consider their workload. The findings from these qualitative data closely match the findings in the international literature on teacher workload and stress. What has occurred in England, Australia, and the USA, appears also to be occurring in British Columbia. While governments and employers frequently access selective international literature to support a change they intend to mandate, few appear to have considered the literature on teacher workload and stress. Such a literature is unambiguous: teacher workloads are excessive and stress-related costs are growing. An effective public school system depends upon the health and well-being of its teachers. They expect to work hard in a challenging environment, but they cannot continue to work what are currently excessive hours in intense environments, where multiple roles are the norm, and still be effective as teachers. Concerted and collaborative efforts need to be expended on reducing teacher workload to manageable levels. Such an effort would benefit student learning, and would be cost-effective because it would reduce stress-induced sick leave among B.C.’s teachers. In addition, without such an effort, B.C. may suffer the same problems of recruitment and retention that are being experienced in England. There, teaching has become an unattractive profession, largely because of high workload, low status, and what teachers perceive to be a prolonged societal hostility and disdain for the teaching profession. The causes and consequences of stress have been identified and solutions can be found, if school districts, government, and communities care enough about the health and effectiveness of teachers in our public schools to address the issue of teacher workload. Far too great an emphasis has been placed on change and expectations, without any consideration of the manageability of such change for teachers. It is surely time to redress the balance, and to make the B.C. K-12 education system more manageable and healthier, for the benefit of all those who work and learn in our schools. _____________________________ 1 Perry, N.E., McNamara, J.K., Mercer, K.L. (2001). Principles, Policies and Practices in Special Education in British Columbia. Paper presented at the CSSE conference, Laval, Quebec, May. [back] 2 BCTF Research Report (2001). “So where are the Learning Resources, and who paid for them? A report by the Learning Resources Committee, Surrey Teachers’ Association.” www.bctf.ca/ResearchReports/2001ei01. [back] © British Columbia Teachers’ Federation, 2001. All rights reserved. About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7388,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 5, March 2006 Candidates' statements FOR PRESIDENT Jinny Sims We have begun a journey to achieve full, free collective bargaining rights, restoration of our stripped teaching and learning conditions, and a fair and reasonable salary increase. Our unity and collective strength led to a significant shift in attitude and expectations in BC, and we experienced overwhelming support for teachers and for public education. We know we are not alone. We are only part way there and must continue to fight for our profession, our students and our public education system. We will also fight for our professional rights, including our right to make professional judgments in terms of student learning. We know the government’s accountability agenda is damaging to teaching and learning. We must focus the debate on the critical need for additional resources to meet the needs of every child, no matter where they live in this province . I will continue to provide strong leadership, based on membership involvement and co-ordinated strategic action. We will continue to build allies and work with parents, labour, students, and others to build a strong and stable public education system and a just society. It would be an honour to once again speak for the teachers of BC. EXPERIENCE: Provincial: BCTF President (2 yrs.), BCTF 1st Vice-president (2 yrs.), BCTF 2nd Vice-Ppresident (2 yrs.), BCTF Executive member-at-large (1 yr.), CTF alternate (2 yrs.), CTF delegate (3 yrs.), CTF director (3 yrs.), BCFed Education Committee (2 yrs.), Ministry for Children & Families (3 yrs.), Coalition for Public Education (3 yrs.), Social Justice (3 yrs.), PSA/PSAC (4 yrs.), Health & Safety (3 yrs.), Income Security (3 yrs.), Finance Cttee., Pensions, Summer conference workshop presenter/facilitator, Advisory council of local presidents, pension plan training, Bargaining training; AGM delegate (12 yrs.), LR (5 yrs.). Local: Nanaimo President (3 yrs.), 1st VP (2 yrs.);, Bargaining ctte. & neg. team (7 yrs.), Grievance ctte. (6 yrs.); S/W member & chair (3 yrs.), ProD ctte. (2 yrs.), Program Against Racism (2 yrs.), Malaspina College partnership ctte. (2 yrs.), EAC advisory board (5 yrs.), Co-ordinator for multicultural curriculum (3), Facilitator for conflict resolution. Teaching: 25 yrs., English, social studies, counsellor. Education: B.Ed, UVic & Manchester, UK. FOR FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT Irene Lanzinger Through our actions last fall, teachers sent a strong message about the importance of funding public education and providing teachers with the support and resources they need to meet the needs of every child. Through our united collective action we asserted our right to bargain and highlighted our need to be fairly compensated for the important work we do in public education. In spite of the courageous stand taken by teachers and the strong support from other unions, parents, and the public, we did not achieve all of our goals. Our challenge for the coming year is to use the momentum and support we have built to achieve those goals. We must continue our vigorous defense of teachers’ professional autonomy and our opposition to the damaging impact of the persistent accountability agenda. Through our defense of public education and our broader commitment to social justice we strive through every aspect of our work to do our part to build a just and compassionate society. I consider it an honour to be engaged in that work with teachers and promise my continued commitment to the very important issues we face. EXPERIENCE: Provincial: BCTF 1st Vice-president (2 yrs.), BCTF 2nd Vice-president (2 yrs.), Co-chief Negotiator Bargaining Team (2000–02), Advisory council of local presidents (3 yrs.), AGM delegate (8 yrs.), Summer conference (6 yrs.), Job action planning committee, LR (1 yr.), (alternate) (5 yrs.). Local: President (3 yrs.), Vice-president (2 yrs.), Member-at-large (2 yrs.), Staff rep (2 yrs.), Bargaining Committee (2 yrs.), Status of Women Committee (2 yrs.). Teaching: Secondary (9 yrs.), Elementary (4 yrs.). Education: B.Sc. (UBC), Teacher Training (UBC), M.Sc (SFU) FOR SECOND VICE-PRESIDENT Susan Lambert I truly believe the gains we made with our strike are immeasurable. The economic gains were one thing. The incredible respect for the profession that developed is quite another and as Paul Shaker says "no small matter." We changed the course of history in this province. And yet it is not enough. As you read this statement you are probably facing the very same teaching and learning conditions that drove you to the picket line in the first place. It seems as though every component of the government policy known as the "accountability agenda" is a disservice to public education. From the stripping of our agreements, to accountability contracts designed to de-professionalize teaching, to drive-by teacher supervision practices—every component has resulted in an insidious de-valuing of both teacher and learner autonomy. Promises were made at the end of our strike that have yet to be fulfilled. It is time again to get the attention of policy makers and to take action in defense of public education. We have a tremendous unity of purpose that will sustain us in the challenges ahead. I would be honoured to continue meeting those challenges as a part of our strong leadership team. EXPERIENCE: Provincial: BCTF 2nd Vice-president (2 yrs.), BCTF Executive member-at-large (1 yr.); AGM delegate (21 yrs.), Task Force on the Code of Ethics, Trainer/ facilitator in Namibia (8 sessions) and South Africa (1 session), Staff Rep Trainer (5 yrs.), WOW facilitator, Summer Conference Participant and workshop presenter, BCTF OSD/PD Administrative Staff (4 yrs.), Federation Appeals Board (2 yrs.). Local: (Prince Rupert): Staff Rep (4 yrs.), S/W Committee (1 yr.), Program Against Racism Chair (2 yrs.), Bargaining Committee (1 yr.); Communications Officer (2 yrs.), Labour Liaison Officer (3 yrs.). (Burnaby): Vice President (2 yrs.), LR (4 yrs.), Leave of Absence Committee (2 yrs.), Grade 7 Girls’ Conference (1 yr.), BTA Scholarship Committee (2 yrs.), Job Action Committee (1 yr.). Teaching: 23 years—intermediate, teacher-librarian, learning assistance, gifted education, special needs resource. Education: Honors English BA (SFU), PDP (SFU), Teacher-Librarian Diploma (UBC). FOR MEMBER-AT-LARGE Marty Bowles It has been an interesting year so far. It is going to be more interesting in the time to come. Teachers won the first round, but that was only the beginning. We have found our voices and have stood up for our profession in an historical action. But there is a lot more work left to do. We should be on the verge of a bargaining breakthrough. I support the bargaining strategy of the BCTF, with the understanding that we must have enough money in the "Big Pot" to make local bargaining a realistic exercise. I am passionate about Social Justice Issues and I am pleased to see us take on the privatization agenda of the Liberal Government. Our local has been a strong supporter of First Nations teaching interests. Our Union understands the poverty issues so prevalent in our schools today and we have been innovative in our approach to help. One advantage of teaching in a small local is that I have had the opportunity to teach almost every subject—I have coached every sport offered. This gives me a unique perspective to listen, to any teacher and understand from where they are coming from. EXPERIENCE: Local: President of the Prince Rupert District Teachers’ Union (1 yr.), Local Rep. for the PRDTU (1 yr.), Staff Rep. (3 yrs.), every union position in the local. Teaching: 27 years (Grades 5–12 in the public system, as a TOC, and on contract basis at Lester Pearson College of the Pacific and at UVic. Education: UVic, I have also been a member of CUPE, the BCGEU, and the United Auto Workers’ Union. Jim Iker We are the BCTF and proud to be teachers. Our strength and passion comes from our daily work in our classrooms, locals, and Federation. This passion was evident in October as we stood firm in defense of our rights and public education. Continued membership involvement, engagement of new members, and support for all locals is critical for a strong BCTF. Supporting members in the classroom, defending our professional autonomy and changing the government accountability agenda are important. I believe in leadership that promotes democratic processes, seeks and heeds member input and provides pro-active strategies that help achieve our goals, and when necessary, stands up for our profession, students, and working people. Through our united actions we took back our right to strike, achieved unprecedented public support, cracked the "0" mandate, put class size/composition on the public agenda and Learning Roundtable, and achieved local involvement in spending decisions. By staying unified, we will improve teaching and learning conditions and achieve a fair salary increase. We must continue to advocate for full scope collective bargaining, funding for a strong public education system, and protection of our social safety net with our allies in Labour. I ask for your continued support to work on your behalf. I look forward to talking with you at the AGM. EXPERIENCE: Provincial: Executive Member at Large (4 yrs.), Learning Roundtable, CTF AGM Delegate (3 yrs.), Bargaining Mobilization Committee Chair (1 yr.), Provincial Bargaining Team member—1st 2 rounds of Provincial Bargaining, GR/LR (12 yrs.), AGM delegate (18 yrs.), Local Presidents’ Advisory Committee (2 yrs.) ,Chair (1 yr.), BCTF Interim Bargaining Structures Committee, Legislative Advisory Committee/team, Staff Rep Training, Summer Conference Participant (24 yrs.). Local: President (14 yrs.), Bargaining Chair (2 yrs.), Chief Negotiator Local Bargaining (all 3 rounds), Bargaining Committee, WLC Chair (2 yrs.), Staff rep, District Health And Safety Committee Rep (4 yrs.), EAP District Committee (14 yrs.). Teaching: 28 yrs. (full and part time), K/2/3/4/6/7–Learning Assistance, Counselling, Special Ed. Education: Honours BA McMaster, B.Ed Dalhousie, Various Counselling Courses, UVic. Ritchie Kendrick ‘I am the BCTF!’ A great slogan and one our members displayed proudly during the long campaign. This statement is the very cornerstone of our Federation and the foundation of our strength and unity. It is important we never lose sight of what we are: a member-driven professional union. I will work to ensure that teachers’ voices continue to be heard whether they work in our urban centres or in the isolated regions of our province. During our action in October, we stood firm on our values and inspired citizens of BC to share our goal of protecting and improving public education. Across the province teachers echoed the same sentiment; it wasn’t about the $50! It was about standing up for our rights and the rights of all students. It was about being brave enough to stand up to a government that didn’t want to acknowledge the state of working and learning conditions in our schools. We have earned the trust of the people of BC. I am proud of what we have achieved and I welcome the opportunity to build on this relationship as we continue to strengthen our stand for public education and the rights of teachers. EXPERIENCE: Executive member of SOTA/SOSTU (15 yrs.), local President (2 yrs.), Staff Rep (13 yrs.), PD Chair, Strike Committee Chair, PR Chair, Communications Chair, all committees. Zone meeting Rep (5 yrs.), AGM Delegate (4 yrs.), Summer Conference (2 yrs.), BCTF Public Education Conference (2 yrs.) Teaching: Teacher-in Charge: Aboriginal Education (4 yrs.), BC Secondary Alternate (14 yrs.), Elementary (2 yrs.) and TOC (2 yrs.): UK Secondary (2 yrs.) Education: Certificate of Education (Theatre Arts), University of Wales, Bangor, Wales, Bachelor of General Studies (English major), BC Open University (ongoing). Kathleen Thomson We live in times whereby the rights of teachers and students to a quality public education system are under open attack. We have had our collective agreement stripped of its most child-centered provisions; our freedom to bargain eroded; and our professional autonomy challenged. All this is taking place in an education system characterized by underfunding, an obsessive accountability agenda, and a climate increasingly conducive to greater teacher surveillance. As an experienced Executive member, I am enormously proud of our collective decision last fall to walk off the job and say: "Enough is enough." Our defiance yielded some returns, not the least of which was a groundswell of parental support. But much remains to be done. If re-elected as Member-at-Large, I promise to work unceasingly to achieve: • improved salary and working conditions, a return of stripped provisions, and the right to strike. • meaningful bargaining structures that enshrine local negotiations. • action plans aimed at returning professional autonomy to teachers. • an end to government’s agenda to run public schools through SPCs, site-based management, and a slavish adherence to quantitative performance goals. Let’s return education to those who truly own it—the public, teachers and the kids we serve. EXPERIENCE: Provincial: BCTF Executive member-at-large (6 yrs.), CTF delegate (5 yrs.), Staff pension plan advisory committee (2 yrs.), Negotiations training, bargaining conference (2 yrs.), Summer conference delegate and workshop presenter (9 yrs.), Chair Metro West zone council (1 yr.), AGM delegate (12 yrs.). Local: President (8 yrs.), Vice-president (1 yr.), grievance panel (2 yrs.), Staff Rep (5 yrs.), Negotiations, job action, advocacy committees, etc. Community: Co-chair, Municipal planning/environment committees, SFU senate (2 yrs.).Teaching: Secondary English, German, French (11 yrs.), SFU TA (2 yrs.). Education: BA, PDP (SFU), PhD courses and comprehensives. John Wadge I can't recall a time when our union, our profession, or public education has not faced some kind of threat. But for the last four years all three have faced an attack of unprecedented intensity. Clearly, the current government has a comprehensive plan that would see our union rendered powerless, our profession degraded, and public education turned over to the private sector. We have met the challenges admirably, stopping the government’s attempt to control our profession through their take-over of the College. Now our professionalism is again under attack from the accountability agenda. We must take this challenge head on as we did with the College issue. We have taken back the right to strike and given the government pause. But we now face the uncertainty of a new bargaining structure and quite likely restructured governance. We must be prepared to take back our bargaining rights regardless of the changes. I draw on a depth of experience in union work that will serve the Federation well in our struggle. If elected I will be a tireless defender of our union, our profession, and our public schools. EXPERIENCE: Provincial: AGM Delegate, Local Representative, Summer Conference delegate and presenter. Local: Surrey Teachers Association President (3 yrs.), Grievance Officer (3 yrs.), Bargaining Committee, Job Action Co-ordinator, Grievance Committee, Staff Rep., Staff Committee Chair. Teaching: 24 yrs. Elementary, Secondary, Special Ed. Val Windsor My proudest moment as a teacher was in October, when teachers in this province rose with a single united voice to protest more than three years of repressive government actions and legislation. Throughout the job action, the BCTF Executive Committee worked tirelessly to provide crucial leadership, direction and support to members. The issues that moved teachers to strike in October are far from settled and all members will work to ensure they remain at the forefront. Continued attacks on teacher professionalism and the pervasive nature of the accountability agenda are two major issues among others that need to be addressed. We must also continue to work on involving our new members in the work of the Federation. The BCTF Executive must continue to reflect the diverse views of all members to better enable the Federation to meet the challenges that teachers face today. As an activist and Executive member for the last two years, I have been a voice for classroom teachers and a voice for a strong and united Federation. I would be proud to continue representing you as a Member at Large on the BCTF Executive Committee. EXPERIENCE: Provincial: BCTF Executive Member at Large (2 yrs.), Local Rep (9 yrs.), BCTF AGM delegate (14 yrs.), Judicial Council (3 yrs.), Staff Rep Trainer (2 yrs.), CTF AGM delegate (4 yrs.), Organizing Committee CTF AGM Vancouver (1 yr.), G.A. Fergusson Award Trustee (5 yrs.) Local: President (4 yrs.), 1st vice-President (3 yrs.), 2nd Vice-President (3 yrs.), Secretary (3 yrs.), Local Rep (9 yrs.), Bargaining Chair (3 yrs.), and member (6 yrs.), Health and Safety Committee, Working and Learning Conditions Committee. Teaching: 36 years in the profession, Grades 3 — 7. Education: BA, BPBD, PDP SFU Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141006,www.facebook.com,https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=806339812750833&set=o.139973899373506&type=1&_fb_noscript=1,Dee Baulch - Photos of CBC Vancouver | Facebook For a better experience on Facebook, enable JavaScript in your browser, or switch to our mobile site. Facebook logo Email or Phone Password Keep me logged in Forgot your password? Sign Up Photos of CBC Vancouver Back to Album Previous · Next      CancelDone Cropping Drag the corners of the box above to crop your new profile photo. Saving your new profile picture Dee Baulch‎CBC Vancouver I need help to find my partner of 11 years, who has disappeared in Vancouver, Canada, after arriving on an Air Canada flight from Sydney, on Thursday morning, 2nd October, 2014. He was last seen leaving the International Customs area at around 1pm, saying that he was going to wait inside the terminal whilst awaiting my processing through Customs. I have not heard from him since, even though we ...organised to keep in contact via his Australian cell phone, and via Facebook/Messenger & email should anything not go as planned. No responses have ever been received from Brent since he left. He was carrying a large amount of Australian currency, which may have made him a target for thieves. If anyone living in Vancouver could assist me in calling the hospitals in the Richmond, or Vancouver area, to see if he might have been admitted, I would be eternally grateful. I am stuck in Australia, otherwise I would come there immediately myself to search for him.... His name is Brent Stephen Oldfield, aged 56, slender build of approx 5ft 8 inches in height, with closely cropped grey hair, and a grey mustache. He was wearing black jeans, black polo shirt, a dark grey or black fleece sweater, a black woolen toque and a blue denim jacket. He would be wearing a black fanny pack, and would have had a large red suitcase, a purple duffle bag on wheels, and a smaller purple zippered carry-on bag. Brent is Canadian, and had just arrived back in Canada from living in Australia for 4 years. He was going to be looking for accommodation for us, and employment in the Richmond/Vancouver area. It is totally out of character for Brent to not make contact with family here in Australia. It is now 4 days with no word, and I am seriously concerned for his welfare. Richmond RCMP have begun a Missing Person File for Brent, #2014-31709; contact Cst. P. Chu, Vancouver International Airport, Richmond RCMP Detachment, #604-278-1212 . If someone could please help me locate Brent, I would be forever in your debt. I can be contacted via my fb page.... If you cannot help, then if you would be so kind to pass this message on to someone you know who may have family in Vancouver, or someone who lives there.... I thank you from the bottom of my heart.... Wendy See More From:Photos of CBC Vancouver Shared with:Public  Open Photo ViewerDownloadMake Profile Picture Mobile Find Friends Badges People Pages Places Games Locations About Create Ad Create Page Developers Careers Privacy Cookies Terms Help Facebook © 2014 · English (US))
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=31331&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2013 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 26, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 2013   Teaching about homophobia Know where your support is  By Shannon Rerie   Standing up in the front of a class of 30 watching eyes, my hands shaking and my heart pounding, I start the conversation about anti-homophobia, racism, sexism, acceptance, and diversity. I have this conversation every year in my class and every year I fear it will go sideways and that the backlash from parents will begin anew. We’ve all had those thoughts when teaching a controversial issue. Whether we’re teaching about Israel/Palestine, the Tsilhqot’in War, anti-homophobia, or, in some districts, sexual education, we fear how the class will react, how parents will react, and if we are setting ourselves up for a fall. A few years ago, at the New Teachers’ Conference, I picked up some “homophobia-free zone” posters for my wall. I naively put up the posters all over the school and my classroom and before I knew it I was knee-deep in controversy. Parents were calling administration to have their students pulled from my class for promoting gayness, students were going out of their way to test my anti-homophobia policy, and our discussions on acceptance and diversity were rapidly going sideways. As a new teacher I was scared of the controversy but also realized that it was necessary. Thankfully I had a supportive administration, and a supportive social justice rep with our local union. I still remember Amar Sull purposefully going around and putting up the “homophobia-free zone” posters on every available space, and challenging an administrator who questioned whether that was really necessary. Teaching about anti-homophobia wasn’t easy though. I had teachers corner me in the library to question why I was doing this in a small community that decided I was clearly gay and had a gay agenda. One parent accused me of being anti-heterosexual. It was exhausting and emotionally draining and I spent the better part of a year in tears. Was it worth it though? I have now run the Gay/Straight Alliance in both secondary schools in Williams Lake for five years and I believe that I have made a difference. A counselor, returning to the school after a few years, told me that she has never seen the environment so accepting and so many kids comfortable with being out of the closet. So was it worth it? Definitely, and I would do it again. The key to teaching controversial issues, in my opinion, is knowing where your support is, who to turn to in order to help back you up, and having the materials and resources necessary to teach the issue properly. No one likes to teach a subject and realize they don’t know enough to handle any questions or backlash, so be prepared. Having a supportive network, knowing how the BCTF and your local union can protect you, is essential. We must remember that as teachers we help students think critically about their own biases and their own ideas. We are not telling them what to think, we are providing them with a safe environment to look at issues, perhaps through the social-justice lens, and to arrive at their own conclusions based on the facts presented. I hope I have helped a few students in my small town realize that just because a kid decides they are gay, it doesn’t make them a bad person, it just makes them human. __________________________ Shannon Rerie teaches at Williams Lake Secondary School   )
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/SalaryAndBenefits.aspx?id=4764&printPage=true,BCTF > Special Report of the Pensions Committee to the 2004 AGM  	Salary & Benefits  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Salary and Benefits > Pensions  PDF format for printing purposes  Special Report of the Pensions Committee to the 2004 AGM Contents Report Summary 2003 Motion Clarifying the Motion Background Criteria for Pension Plan Improvements The 1994 Pension Plan Improvements Joint Trusteeship The Pension Formula Retire Earlier Larger Pensions      a. Income Tax Limits      b. De-integration with Canada Pension Plan      c. Highest Average Salary      d. Service      e. Normal Form      f. Indexing      g. An “85” Formula Funding of the Pension Plan Conclusion Appendices      Appendix I - Pension Acronyms      Appendix II – Retirement Income and Replacement Ratios  1. Report Summary The Pensions Committee considered the 2003 AGM motion, examined current BCTF policy and the existing pension, demographic and actuarial information available, and reached the following conclusions: teachers are currently retiring earlier; teachers are currently retiring with larger pensions; the agreed upon future improvements contained in the Joint Trust Agreement meet the criteria of equitability and affordability; further improvements should be judged against the same criteria; an 85 formula does not meet the criteria of equity and affordability; and current pension policy is appropriate and meets the best interests of members. 2. 2003 Motion The 2003 BCTF Annual General Meeting passed the following motion: That the BCTF Executive Committee request the Pension Committee to present a report to the 2004 Annual General Meeting discussing in detail pension plan changes which would allow members to retire earlier with larger pensions and that such report shall include a fiduciary explanation. 3. Clarifying the Motion There are two main thrusts to this motion. Members are looking for potential changes to the Teachers’ Pension Plan that would allow them to select an earlier retirement date and, at the same time, to have earned a larger pension by that earlier retirement date. The Pension Committee discussed the motion and recognizes that there could be an extensive range of member perceptions regarding what constitutes “retire earlier” and “larger pension”. The committee subsequently considered a number of possible pension plan improvements that would allow members to retire earlier and have larger pensions and focused its attention on the following: Income Tax limits De-integration with Canada Pension Plan Highest Average Salary (HAS) Service recognition Normal form of pension payment Guaranteed indexing Factor 85 Funding 4. Background Fifty-four percent of BC teachers are between the ages of 45 and 65. All of these plan members will be eligible for retirement within the next ten years. Teachers are reeling from the effects of Bills 27 and 28 which stripped collective agreements of class size and composition language, case load limits and staffing ratios. As class sizes continue to skyrocket, as working conditions continue to deteriorate, as BC news media continue to attack public education, and as professional autonomy comes under further assault, teachers are searching for alternatives. Early retirement is often seen as a better alternative to working in a system where teachers are faced with greater demands, but less support and control. As well, teachers as part of society, have been conditioned to think that they might find the sought after “freedom 55”. The issue of an improved pension formula has been debated at nearly every AGM since 1990. Most of these sessions have concluded that there is a considerable cost to a changed pension formula, since pensions based on shorter service are smaller, and larger pensions have to be funded. With the exception of the 1992 AGM decision to pursue an “80” formula, the debate on pension changes has repeatedly ended with teachers choosing more equitable pension improvements. 5. Criteria for Pension Plan Improvements Up to April 5, 2001 the Teachers’ Pension Plan was a statutory pension plan set out in legislation. Plan governance was the unilateral right of the government, and successive governments were reluctant to commit to improvements. Throughout the history of the Teachers’ Pension Plan, the BCTF has, however, initiated and supported pension plan improvements. In the period 1985 to 1992 alone, five briefs and a petition with more than 16,000 signatures were presented to government in support of requests for pension plan improvements. In 1994, the Teachers’ Pension Plan established an advisory pension board, which adopted criteria for considering pension plan improvements. The criteria were that any improvements should be equitable, that is, benefit large groups of plan members and be equitable between groups within the plan; meet social policy objectives, that is, recognize the social policy objectives of the plan members’ organizations; comply with the Income Tax Act and the Pension Benefit Standards Act; be affordable; and be cost effective, that is, the cost of the improvement must generate reasonably effective benefits for plan members. The 1999 AGM adopted a similar set of criteria for pension plan improvements (27.01 E): improvements shall be equitable in that they apply to or are available to a broad range of plan members;  improvements shall be affordable in that they can be funded within the established contribution rates, or within increased contribution rates acceptable to the plan member partner;  accrued benefits for plan members and retired plan members shall be protected, and  social policy concerns, as endorsed by the member organizations, shall be taken into consideration.  6. The 1994 Pension Plan Improvements The 1994 improvements to the Teachers’ Pension Plan were a culmination of more than ten years of effort, briefs to government and a member petition campaign. The improvements were funded by surplus fund revenues generated from investment diversification, and required no increase to contributions. The resulting changes included: the establishment of a Teachers’ Pension Advisory Board, with teacher representation, the indexing of reduced pensions, the indexing of the bridge benefit, MSP and EHB premiums for retirees paid by the plan, with EHB improvements, the establishment of a dental plan for retirees, with premiums paid by the plan, a “90” formula, a 3% per year early retirement reduction, reinstatement provisions changed to allow for the reinstatement of all previous service, leave of absence provision improvements to time limits, maternity and parental leaves, child rearing service recognition, pre-1971 survivor and disability benefits recalculated, 2-year vesting and lock-in, and changes to the Pension (Teachers’) Act to: implement a new board structure, implement a financing (funding) policy, provide an appeals procedure, remove systemic gender biases and outdated wording, and place much of the Plan text in regulation or policy.   The establishment of the Teachers’ Pension Advisory Board, while not as effective or representational as the current Teachers’ Pension Board of Trustees, was an initial step in securing ongoing member input in the administration of the Teachers’ Pension Plan. The indexing of the bridge benefit and the implementation of paid health benefits were pension improvements for all retirees. The indexing of reduced pensions, and the establishment of a “90” formula provided modest improvements for earlier retirement. Early retirement reduction formulae, such as a 90 formula, allow for unreduced pensions when the total of the retiree’s age and contributory service equal the formula number. The Teachers’ Pension Plan adopted a 90 formula, and members retiring prior to the age of 60 have their pensions reduced for early retirement, unless their age and service total 90. Lowering the 5% per year reduction for early retirement was to 3%, represented a significant improvement for members who retire early. The reduction is now 3% per year for the lesser of the number of years that the retiree is under either age 60 or 90, to a maximum of 15%. The child rearing credit and improved pre-1971 survivor and disability pensions were examples of social policy improvements. 7. Joint Trusteeship In 2000, the government invited the BCTF to enter into discussion regarding joint trusteeship of the Teachers’ Pension Plan. Future specified pension plan improvements that met the above criteria were negotiated and were approved by 87% of BCTF members. Four “transitional financial arrangements” were included in the Joint Trust Agreement for the transitional period between December 31, 2000 and the date of eventual pension fund surpluses. The four changes to occur in the transition period, which remains in effect, are: a 1% increase in employer contributions to pay down the unfunded liability, and to then strengthen the Inflation Adjustment Account; a 1% increase in member contributions to strengthen the Inflation Adjustment Account; the equalization of contribution rates once the plan fund has reached a surplus position; and specified benefit improvements funded by further plan fund surpluses. The specified pension plan improvements will take effect when the pension fund achieves an adequate surplus, which has not yet occurred. The specified pension plan improvements are as follows: to change the “normal form” of pension from a single life without guarantee to a single life with a ten year guarantee (approximate 1 to 1.5% increase in all new pensions); change the benefit formula from 1.3/2.0% to 1.35/2.0% (small increase in the lifetime pension of all new pensions); and change the benefit formula from 1.35/2.0% to 1.4/2.0% (a further small increase to all new pensions). These specified improvements will apply only to pensions granted following the implementation of the plan improvements. After the transitional period set out in the Joint Trust Agreement, and after the above improvements have been achieved, the Teachers’ Pension Board of Trustees may consider additional pension plan improvements only if they meet the above criteria, and the plan has a surplus large enough to cover the cost of the improvement; or the plan does not have a surplus, but the plan partners agree to increase the contributions to fund the improvement; or the plan partners agree that either the plan members or the plan employers will pay the increased contributions to fund the improvements. The government and plan member representatives have consistently applied the criteria of equitability and affordability to pension plan improvements. The Joint Trust Agreement resulted in the following further changes to the Teachers’ Pension Plan: a joint Teachers' Pension Board of Trustees, with the BCTF appointing five trustees, and the government appointing five trustees, providing equal representation in the governance of the plan, and equal representation in the governance of the plan, and equal representation in the management of the pension fund,   a three-step appeal process with independent arbitration, a 1% government contribution increase to pay down the accumulated unfunded liability, and then to be applied to the Inflation Adjustment Account (IAA) to strengthen future indexing, and a 1% member contribution increase to be applied to the IAA to strengthen future indexing. (Note: The full text of the Joint Trust Agreement is available on-line at http://www.pensionsbc.ca under “Teachers’ Pension Plan”, then under “Publications”.) 8. The Pension Formula The pension formula of the Teachers’ Pension Plan is based on service, average salary and retirement age. The Income Tax Act of Canada allows a maximum pension of 2% of salary, multiplied by years of pensionable service. In the Teachers’ Pension Plan, the pension payable to age 65 for a member entitled to receive an unreduced pension, is 2% of the member’s highest average salary (HAS) multiplied by the years of pensionable service to a maximum of 35 years. After the member reaches age 65, the benefit is 1.3% of the Year’s Maximum Pensionable Earnings (YMPE) for Canada Pension Plan purposes for the calendar year immediately preceding the year of retirement, plus 2% of the member’s HAS above the YMPE multiplied by the years of pensionable service to a maximum of 35 years. Example 1  The above formula works as follows for a 58 year old category 5 maximum teacher in Vancouver: current salary of $63,737 in 2003-2004; 32 years of pensionable service; HAS of $5182/month; retiring in 2004, with a 2003 YMPE of $39,900, which is $3325/month. To age 65 [(1.3% x $3325) + (0.7% x $3325) + (2% x $5182 - $3325)] x 32 = ($43.23 + $23.27 + $37.14) x 32 = $103.64 x 32 = $3316.48/month After Age 65 [(1.3% x $3325) + (2% x $5182 - $3325)] x 32 = ($43.23 + $37.14) x 32 = $80.37 x 32 = $2571.84/month The difference of $744.64/month is the bridge benefit. To be eligible for a pension, a member must be at least 55 years of age, and if employed after December 31, 1995 must have at least 20 months of contributory service. To be eligible for an early retirement unreduced pension, members must also be either: Age 60 or older, or Age 55 to 60, with age plus contributory service equaling 90. Members not meeting the criteria for an unreduced pension, may be eligible for a pension reduced by 3% per year for the lesser of the number of years under age 60 or under factor 90 if they have contributed to the date of retirement; and have 10 months pensionable, or 20 months contributory service in the last 24 months; and have 10 years pensionable service. Example 2  The teacher in the above example was 58 years old, with 32 years of service, and therefore had an unreduced pension. The reduction for a teacher 56 years old with 32 years would be as follows: 56 is four years under 60; 56 + 32 = 88, which is two years under 90; the reduction is based on whichever number is the least, which is 2. $3316.48 – (2 x 3%) = $3316.48 – 6% = $3117.49 The reduction rate for members not meeting the above criteria is 5% per year. While the early retirement reduction is sometimes characterized as a penalty, it is in reality a subsidy. A member who retires before the pensionable age of 60 makes fewer contributions to the pension plan and receives additional pension payments. The Teachers’ Pension Plan reduction is less than the actuarial cost required to cover the lost contributions and the additional pension payments. While the Teachers’ Pension Plan reduction rate is 3% per year, the cost to the pension plan is considerably greater. The table below shows the current Teachers’ Pension Plan reduction rate, and an actuarial reduction rate. The actuary notes that “…the actual actuarial reduction will depend on the assumptions chosen by the actuary”   Early Retirement Reduction Factors   55 56 57 58 59 60 Teachers' Pension Plan 15% 12% 9% 6% 3% 0% Actuarial Reduction 27% 22% 17% 12% 6% 0% Source: H. Satanove, Early Retirement Reduction Subsidy/Penalty, 2003. In comparison, the Canada Pension Plan reduction rate is 6% per year for early retirement before age 65. Thus, early retirement is currently subsidized by the pension formula in the Teachers’ Pension Plan. 9. Retire Earlier The Annual Reports of the Teachers’ Pension Plan, which go back beyond 1940, provide some interesting information, including lists of teachers who were receiving pensions, the amount of the pension, the age at retirement and the teacher’s current age. In the early reports, it is hard to find a teacher who retired before age 65. The “normal retirement age” at that time was 70. A much greater number of teachers taught until age 70, and, indeed, there are examples of teachers who did not retire until age 80! In moving forward to the 1950s and 1960s, the Annual Reports indicate that teachers were retiring earlier, and that teachers retiring after age 65 were no longer in the majority. This trend continued through the 1970s and 1980s. As shown in the chart below, the early retirement incentive in the mid-1980s, and the 1994 Teachers’ Pension Plan improvements escalated the trend to earlier retirement, and it is obvious from examining the 56 to 59 years old cohort that this group is becoming an ever larger percentage of the total retirees. Percent of Regular Pensions Granted by Age at Retirement Year  65+  60-64  56-59  55   2002 3% 23% 53% 22% 2001 4% 20% 52% 24% 2000 4% 21% 46% 30% 1995 7% 30% 46% 17% 1990 11% 44% 29% 17% 1985 12% 33% 42% 13% 1980 22% 48% 25% 5% 1975 27% 51% 20% 2% Total may not be 100% due to rounding. Although the above chart indicates a trend toward an earlier retirement age, that trend is likely to reverse in the near future. First, the earliest retirement age with pension eligibility is 55, which sets the lower limit of the trend to early retirement. Second, the average age of teachers joining the pension plan is also now increasing. The current average entry age in the pension plan is about 31 years of age. This means that by 2025 the average teacher will have only 24 years of service at the earliest retirement age of 55. A pension based on this amount of service is unlikely to provide an adequate retirement income to enable retirement at age 55. Thus, the plan member will either need to work longer or have other sources of retirement income in order to retire with the same level of economic security as that available to teachers retiring today. Coincidental to earlier retirement, members are also living longer. The percentage of Canadians above the age of 65 has risen from 12.2% in 1996 to 12.9% in 2001. The percentage of British Columbians above the age of 65 has gone from 12.7% to 13.6 % in the same period. As of 2001, there were 18,625 people in BC above the age of 90. (Population by Selected Age Groups for Canada, Provinces and Territories, Statistics Canada, 1996 and 2001) Teachers tend to outlive the general population, and currently the average life expectancy of BC teachers age 60 is 85.26 for males, and 87.57 for females. The result is that for many teachers approaching retirement, the length of retirement will be more than 25 years, which is almost as long as the period of contributions to the Teachers’ Pension Plan. Improved mortality statistics have a direct cost impact to the plan. Worldwide, the trend toward earlier retirement has reversed, and people are working longer. In Europe, the trend to earlier retirement ceased about 10 years ago, and in the 55-60 and 60-65 age groups there is an increasing percentage of the population remaining in the workforce. In Canada, the percentage of the 55 to 60 age group continuing to work is also now increasing. (Statistics Canada, Symposium on New Issues in Retirement, 2003) It is possible to establish a retirement age lower than age 55. The Income Tax Act provides that an unreduced pension may be paid at the point a plan member reaches age 60, or has 30 years of service, or whose age plus service equals 80. But how many teachers will reach age 50 with 30 years of service? And what would such changes cost pension plan contributors? (See section 10.g for a discussion of related costs.) The data show that plan members have been retiring earlier, but this trend may reverse in the near future. Members have already achieved earlier retirement, and are living longer. Normally, earlier retirement with fewer years of service will mean smaller pensions. 10. Larger Pensions Income Tax Limits The Income Tax Act of Canada is concerned with the garnering of tax revenues to fund federal budgetary initiatives. The Act allows tax deferral for pension and other retirement savings, but limits the amount of tax-deferred savings, and restricts pension plan benefits. Contributions to a registered pension plan are income tax deductible up to the Income Tax Act limits, and pensions are fully taxable when paid to retirees. Employee contributions are limited to 9% of salary, unless exceeded with specific permission. The Teachers’ Pension Plan, which is a defined benefit pension plan, is limited in the amount of pension it may provide. The lifetime pension paid to an employee cannot exceed the lesser of: $1,722.22 multiplied by the employee’s years of pensionable service, or 2% of the employee’s HAS multiplied by the employee’s years of pensionable service. (Supplementary “off-side” benefits are possible, but not as related to specific improvements.) The Income Tax Act allows for accrual of service in a pension plan for up to five years of child rearing credit. The Act also sets rules governing early retirement reductions for employees who receive a pension before the normal retirement age. The current basic teachers’ pension formula, early retirement reduction and the child rearing credit are at the Income Tax Act limit. The Teachers’ Pension Plan cannot implement a pension formula that pays more than 2%. De-integration with Canada Pension Plan The Teachers’ Pension Plan is integrated with the Canada Pension Plan (CPP). The intent of CPP integration is that retirement income will stay roughly equal throughout retirement, both before and after initiating the collection of CPP benefits. CPP integration also limits the total pension contributions to the two pension plans, the Teachers’ Pension Plan and CPP, so that the combined contributions are approximately equal to those required by a 2% pension plan. (It should be noted that since the introduction of CPP in 1966, the minimum age for commencing CPP retirement benefits has been lowered from 65 to 60. With this change, many retirees now take early, reduced CPP benefits. If a reduced CPP pension is taken prior to age 65, the CPP pension remains at the reduced level after age 65.) The integrated 2% pension is provided as follows:   De-integration of the pension is one of the two specified improvements to the pension plan that teachers ratified as part of the Joint Trust Agreement. The de-integration improvement provides for an increase to the lifetime portion of the pension, from 1.3% to 1.4%, as surplus funds become available. This specified plan improvement meets the criteria of equity and affordability, as all members retiring after the implementation of the improvement will receive a larger pension benefit. Based on previous actuarial information and plan valuations, the cost of this specified, modest de-integration to 1.4% is estimated to be 0.68% of salary. As this improvement is dependent on a plan surplus, there will be no subsequent contribution increase required to fund the improvement. Full de-integration to a 2% lifetime portion of the pension would require a contribution increase of approximately 4% of salary. Highest Average Salary There are three possible scenarios for improving a pension by increasing the highest average salary (HAS). Individual Members Members can improve their pensions by increasing salary through a change to their salary category. Example 3 The following example is for a teacher 58 years old, with 32 years of pensionable service, and an unreduced pension. Category   Salary (est.)   HAS (est.)   Pension Calculation (simplified)   4 $56,500 $4400 2% x $4400 x 32 = $2816/month 5 $64,500 $5000 2% x $5000 x 32 = $3200/month 5+15 $68,500 $5450 2% x $5450 x 32 = $3488/month 6 $70,000 $5550 2% x $5550 x 32 = $3552/month The cost of the increased pension is covered, to a degree, by the increased pension contributions generated by the higher salary. Collective Bargaining The collective agreement can provide pension increases by bargaining salary increases. The 2001 imposed settlement of 2.5%/2.5%/2.5% over three years minimally increases pensions. The following example is for a Category 5 teacher in Vancouver, 58 years old, with 32 years of pensionable service, and an unreduced pension. Example 4  Year  Salary  HAS (2 yrs. Later)  Pension Calculation (simplified)  2000 $59,191 $4933 2% x $4933 x 32 = $3157/month 2001 $60,670 $5056 2% x $5056 x 32 = $3236/month 2002 $62,185 $5182 2% x $5182 x 32 = $3316/month 2003 $63,737 $5312 2% x $5312 x 32 = $3400/month Larger salary increases would yield larger pension increases. The cost of the increased pension is covered, to a degree, by the increased pension contributions generated by the higher salary. Additionally, collective bargaining to improve the work life of teachers may go a long way to easing the pressure and desire to retire early. HAS Calculation The HAS can be changed to increase pensions. An example would be to change the calculation of the HAS from a 5-year average to a 3-year average. Example 5 Using the Vancouver Category 5 salary for a 58 year old teacher with 32 years of pensionable service, and an unreduced pension, the difference is as follows: HAS Average  HAS  Pension Calculation (simplified)  5-year average $5064 2% x $5064 x 32 = $3241/month 3-year average $5183 2% x $5183 x 32 = $3317/month Based on previous actuarial information and plan valuations, the cost of moving from a 5-year HAS to a 3-year HAS is estimated to require a contribution increase of approximately 0.50% of salary.   Service Pension service is another significant factor in calculating a pension. Pension service is accrued on the basis of time worked, or time when a teacher maintains employment rights, such as a leave of absence. Besides teaching longer to increase pensionable service, some plan members may have purchase options, which will help them accrue additional pension service. These may include child rearing credit (which provides contributory service only), reinstatements of refunds, leaves of absence purchases, and service transfers from other pension plans. The following information is general and is not meant to be advice on the advantage or disadvantage of a purchase of service for individual pension plan members. The cost effectiveness of each purchase will depend on the circumstances of the individual plan member. For specific information about their individual circumstances, plan members may contact the BCTF Income Security Division or the Teachers’ Pension Plan. Child Rearing Credit The Teachers’ Pension Plan allows up to five years of child rearing credit, for periods of time spent at home raising a child under the age of seven, which is the maximum allowable under the Income Tax Act. There is no cost to the member for claiming child rearing credit, but the member is credited with contributory service only, which counts towards “90”, but does not add pensionable service.   Reinstatements A plan member who has withdrawn pension contributions for service periods prior to 1996, may reinstate those contributions and service in the pension plan. Reinstatements increase the length of service, and therefore the pension, but may or may not be cost effective. The member must pay the full cost of the reinstatement, which is the initial refund amount plus interest accrued since the date of the refund.   Leaves of Absence When a plan member takes an approved leave of absence, whether the leave is full time or part time, the pension service may be purchased. In the Teachers’ Pension Plan, leaves of absence are classified as general, maternity or parental. Since April of 2002, the cost of purchasing general leaves of absence is calculated as the employer contribution plus the employee contribution on the current full time equivalent salary for the period of service being purchased. The plan member pays the full cost of general leaves of absence. One way to decrease the cost of purchasing a leave of absence would be to negotiate that the employer pay the cost of the employer contribution, as is the case in Ontario and Nova Scotia. This would make purchasing a leave of absence cost effective in all cases. For maternity and parental leaves, as defined by the Employment Standards Act, the employer is required to pay the cost of the employer contribution. The purchase of these types of leaves is always cost effective. Plan members should note that leaves of absence which end after April 1, 2002 must be purchased within five years of the end of the leave or prior to termination of employment with that employer, whichever is earlier. All leaves, which ended prior to April 1, 2002, must be purchased while an active member and prior to March 31, 2007.   Normal Form The normal form of the pension is Single Life Guaranteed 0 (SLG0). This means that the pension promise is to pay benefits for the duration of the member’s life, with no guaranteed payment beyond the death of the member. All other forms of pension, commonly called pension options, are reduced to reflect the cost to the pension plan of guaranteeing pension payments to spouses, dependents, or the estate, in the event of the death of the member. Changing the normal form of the pension from SLG0 to Single Life Guaranteed 10 years (SLG10) is one of the two specified improvements to the pension plan that teachers ratified as part of the Joint Trust Agreement. The normal form improvement provides an increase to the lifetime portion of all pensions. This specified plan improvement meets the criteria of equity and affordability, as all members will receive a larger pension when surplus funds are available to implement this change. Based on previous actuarial information and plan valuations, the cost of the changed normal form is estimated to be 0.46% of salary. As this improvement is dependent on a plan surplus, there will be no subsequent contribution increase to fund the improvement. Indexing Indexing is the annual increase applied to existing pensions to keep pace with increases in the cost of living. Statistics Canada measures the cost of goods and services in Canada on a monthly basis, and calculates changes in the Consumer Price Index (CPI). In the Teachers’ Pension Plan, indexing is the increase in the CPI each September, compared to the previous year. The resultant increase is applied to pensions the following January 1st. Indexing is funded from a separate account called the Inflation Adjustment Account (IAA). The IAA has been in place since 1980, and has provided full indexing since its inception; however, indexing is not guaranteed. Indexing is limited to either the increase in the CPI, or the amount the IAA can afford. Employers currently contribute 1.13% of salary to the IAA, and teachers contribute 2% of salary to the IAA. Retiree health benefits are also paid from the 1.13% employer contributions to the IAA. A number of factors, including government offloading of Pharmacare costs, the increase in the percentage of the population that is older, and the increase in drug costs for new treatments, have all worked to increase the health benefit costs. As the health benefits cannot be paid from other contributions to the Teachers’ Pension Plan, and indexing is also paid from the same account, decisions have to be made regarding these benefits. The 1994 Report on the Teachers’ Pension Plan, in commenting on the cost of retiree health benefits paid from the employer’s share of contributions to the IAA, noted that (o)ver the short term, there are likely sufficient funds to provide the additional (health) benefits to pensioners, as well as to provide basic inflation protection. Should high levels of inflation return for an extended period, such that the existing asset base is eroded, plan members may eventually have to choose between paying more for (health) benefits, reducing the (health) benefits provided or identifying the priority for payment of (health) benefits subject to the availability of funding. Health benefit cost increases have used an ever-increasing percentage of the money available to pay for the benefits; the 1.13% employer contribution. The Teachers’ Pension Board of Trustees has taken steps to limit the amount of the contributions going to the IAA that can be used to provide health benefits for retirees at 70% of the current employer contribution, and accordingly, retiree health benefits have been reduced. Based on previous actuarial information and plan valuations, the cost of guaranteed full indexing would require a contribution increase of 7.7% of salary. By comparison, the maximum contribution that an employee can make to the pension plan is 9% of salary Factor 85 Several times in the history of the pension plan, both the Teachers’ Pension Plan and the BCTF have considered the advantages and the costs of an 85 formula, or factor 85. In 1994, factor 85 was considered by the BCTF and the government, but was rejected, as it did not meet the test of affordability and equity to all members. The parties did, however, accept a 90 formula, as it was affordable and was potentially available to many more plan members. In 1998, the BCTF requested the Superannuation Commissioner to provide an updated cost of the factor 85. This was done while the BCTF was in discussions with the government about pension plan improvements. The Superannuation Commissioner estimated the cost and stated “You should be aware that this benefit change was considered as part of the 1994 benefit change package. It was not included in the final package because it failed the test of equity.” He went on to state that the factor 85 would benefit only about 11% of teachers, and of those, 67% would be males and 37% females. Additionally, the actuary’s calculation of the cost for factor 85 was 2.28% of salary for 15 years and 0.90% of salary thereafter. During the joint trusteeship negotiations in 2000, the factor 85 was again examined as a possible specified benefit improvement. It was again rejected by both the BCTF and the government as being inequitable and too costly. A final consideration regarding factor 85 is the income tax limit on the contributions to a registered pension plan. The maximum contribution that an employee is allowed is 9.0% of salary. If the plan members were to assume the full cost of the factor 85, then the current employee contribution rate of 7.0% would increase to 9.28% of salary below the Year Maximum Pensionable Earnings (YMPE, $41,500 in 2004) and from 8.5% to 10.78% of salary above the YMPE. Unless the employer agreed to assume most of 2.28% contribution cost increase, the benefit would not be allowed because of the Income Tax Act limits. Factor 85 has been examined carefully many times and has been rejected each time because it fails the test of equitability. As well, the cost for the factor 85 is very high and unless paid for by the employer would exceed the income tax limits. 10. Funding of the Pension Plan Assets of the pension plan are made up of current investments, the present value of the future investment returns, and the present value of future contributions. The pension plan also has liabilities, which consist of the current pensions in payment, the present value of future pension payments, and the present value of the pensions that will be accrued in the future. Funding a pension plan is not unlike funding a household. The assets (income) must be equal to or exceed the liabilities (expenses). If the assets are less than the liabilities, then the pension plan has an unfunded liability. If the assets are greater than the liabilities, then the pension plan has a surplus. ASSETS = LIABILITIES means the pension plan is fully funded. ASSETS < LIABILITIES means the pension plan has an unfunded liability. ASSETS > LIABILITIES means the pension plan has a surplus. Because pension plan benefits are promises extending into the future, the BC Pensions Benefits Standards Act protects pension plan members by requiring pension plans to be fully funded. If an unfunded liability develops, it must be eliminated through increased contributions or reduced benefits, and it must be amortized over no more than a 15-year period. The “fundamental actuarial equation” is: Money Out = Money In + Investment Earnings In the Teachers’ Pension Plan, as other defined benefit plans, the majority of the pension is paid from investment earnings. At the time of preparing this report, the 2002 actuarial valuation was not yet available, but it was not expected that a plan surplus existed as of December 31, 2002. 11. Conclusion To retire earlier with larger pensions requires significant pension plan improvements, and such improvements will increase the cost of future pensions. If the cost of future pensions increases, the liabilities of the pension plan increase. Without a corresponding increase in assets, an increase in liabilities generates an unfunded liability. Since the Pension Benefits Standards Act requires that unfunded liabilities must be eliminated with increased contributions, the question that remains to be answered is, “Who will make the additional contributions?” Before seeking the answer to that question, members must know, and agree with the answers to two more fundamental questions, “Who will really benefit from the improvements?” and “Are the improvements worth the extra cost?” The Pensions Committee believes that current BCTF policy regarding pension plan improvements is appropriate, and that the eventual improvements to come from the Joint Trust Agreement meet the criteria of current policy. Members are retiring earlier, and if more funding was to be available for pension improvements, members should continue to consider the criteria of affordability and equitability in choosing appropriate plan improvements. Appendices Appendix I – Pension Acronyms Some of the common pension acronyms: BCPC   BC Pension Corporation BciMC   BC Investment Management Corporation (invests pension funds) BCTF   BC Teachers’ Federation (member of TPPAC) BCPVPA   BC Principles and Vice-Principles Association (member of TPPAC) BCRTA   BC Retired Teachers’ Association (member of TPPAC) BCSSA   BC School Superintendent’s Association (member of TPPAC) CCRA   Canada Customs and Revenue Agency CCP   Canada Pension Plan CPI   Consumer Price Index CRC   Child Rearing Credit EHB   Extended Health Benefits HAS   Highest Average Salary IAA   Inflation Adjustment Account ITA   Income Tax Act JLLS   Joint Life and Last Survivor LOA   Leave of Absence MSP   Medical Services Plan OAS   Old Age Security PBSA   Pension Benefits Standards Act SLG   Single Life Guarantee TPBT   Teachers’ Pension Board of Trustees TPP   Teachers’ Pensions Plan TPPAC   Teachers’ Pension Plan Advisory Committee YMPE   Year’s Maximum Pensionable Earnings Appendix II – Retirement Income and Replacement Ratios A common question asked at Retirement Seminars is, “What is a net-to-net comparison of income before and after retirement?” The Retirement Seminar booklet, Planning a Positive Retirement 2003/2004, provides a net-to-net comparison of pre- and post-retirement income (p. 43), and is used as the basis for the following example of the replacement ratio of retirement income. Some additional assumptions used are: salary of $63,743;      (This is the current salary of a Vancouver teacher at Category 5 maximum, which is reasonably representative of an “average” teaching salary in the province.) 58 years old teacher with 32 years of pensionable and contributory service, and an unreduced pension; a 5-year Highest Average Salary (HAS) of $5064/month; 2004 Canada Pension Plan (CPP) of $570/month, at age 60; 2004 Old Age Security (OAS) of $462/month at age 65; an estimated tax rate of 20% in retirement. Pre-retirement Income At a teaching salary of $63,743, gross income per month is $5,312. Following deductions for taxes, pension, CPP and Employment Insurance, fees and benefits, the approximate net income is $3,250 on a twelve-month basis. Pension Income The pension calculation would be: 2% x $5064 x 32 = $3241/month. $3241 = $745 bridge portion, and $2,496 lifetime portion Pension Options The lifetime portion is reduced by whatever pension option is chosen. Single Life Guaranteed 10 Years (SLG10) Choosing the SLG10 option, a 58-year old teacher would have the pension reduced by 1.3%. $2,496 – 1.3% = $2,464/month lifetime portion, and $745/month bridge portion Joint Life and Last Survivor (JLLS) Choosing the JLLS option, a 58-year old teacher with a 56-year old spouse would have the pension reduced by 15%. $2,496 – 15% = $2,122/month lifetime portion, and $745/month bridge portion Retirement Incomeand Replacement Ratios SLG10 Pension Income 58 – 60   60 – 65   65+   Lifetime (pension) $2,464 $2,464 $2,464 Bridge (pension) $ 745 $ 745 - CPP - $ 570 $ 570 OAS     -          -      $  462  Total $3,209  $3,779  $3,496  Total Net (less 20%) $2,567  $3,023  $2,797  Replacement Ratio (of $3,250) 79% 93% 86% JLLS Pension Income 58 – 60   60 – 65   65+   Lifetime (pension) $2,122 $2,122 $2,122 Bridge (pension) $ 745 $ 745 - CPP - $ 570 $ 570 OAS     -          -      $ 462  Total $2,867  $3,437  $3,154  Total Net (less 20%) $2,294  $2,750  $2,523  Replacement Ratio (of $3,250) 71% 85% 78% In the retirement and pension literature, it is commonly assumed that an individual or couple requires retirement income of approximately 70% - 80% of pre-retirement income to maintain the same standard of living (e.g. Cohen, B. and Fitzgerald, B. The Pension Puzzle J. Wiley & Sons, Etobicoke, 2002 ). All of the above figures meet or exceed that amount, and have not included any personal savings.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/BargainingAndContracts.aspx?id=4902&libID=4976,BCTF > Negotiations  	Bargaining and contracts  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers Aboriginal Education  Bargaining & Collective Agreements  Français  Health & Safety  New Teachers  Opportunities for Members  Pensions Professional Development  Professional Rights & Responsibility  Provincial Specialist Associations  Salary & Benefits  Teachers Teaching On Call  Teaching Resources  For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Bargaining and Contracts > Negotiations Negotiations 2006 Bargaining objectives The 2006 Annual General Meeting adopted bargaining motions and objectives. Then BC Liberal Finance Minister, Carole Taylor, offered a one-time signing bonus of $3,700 per teacher if an agreement could be concluded by June 30, 2006. Minimum term for the agreement was four years. Negotiations intensify On June 7 and 8, 2006, teachers overwhelming voted yes in a province-wide strike vote to back their demand for a fair and competitive salary increase. A special meeting of local presidents on June 22 unanimously rejected the employer's June 20 proposal, giving the bargaining team a tremendous vote of confidence. Local after local also unanimously rejected the proposal. Teachers, parents, and the public faxed the premier, insisting that teachers be treated fairly and respectfully. Collective agreement An agreement-in-committee was concluded with BCPSEA at 9:30 p.m.on June 30, 2006, and details are highlighted in the settlement summary. Members ratified the five-year agreement on September 8, 2006. The settlement included a 16% salary increase over five years, and a $4,000 signing bonus for each individual teacher. The contents of the agreement did not constitute a final version at the time due to a number of disputes between the BCTF and BCPSEA. The disputes went before arbitrators Irene Holden and Vince Ready, and their rulings were included in the final common provincial articles. “Congratulations to members for their commitment, unity, and tremendous support for their bargaining team,” says Jinny Sims, BCTF president. “Together we have achieved significant gains for our profession.” About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=18260&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 6, April 2009  Philosophers’ cafe for secondary school students By Kit Krieger “It is like a pot-luck dinner. You never know what people are going to bring and what it is going to taste like.” This was the metaphor that Yosuf Wosk used to describe the concept of the philosophers’ cafe, a phenomenon initiated by Wosk ten years ago in Vancouver and thriving worldwide. Wosk, an old friend, a rabbi, and director of Interdisciplinary Studies at SFU, is interested in promoting philosophers’ cafes in BC schools. I spoke to Wosk recently and asked about an evident contradiction between the elevated concept of philosophy and cafe conversation. He asserted that he defined philosophy in the popular sense, as the “love of wisdom” rather than in the academic sense. Influenced by the street conversations he heard when he lived in New York, Wosk sees the philosophers’ cafe as a throwback to the medieval itinerant scholars who traveled from community to community to stimulate learning. As a rabbi, Wosk is also influenced by the Jewish study house (bait ha-midrash). I attended a model cafe for teachers who expressed an interest in bringing the philosophers’ cafe into schools. Participants were told only to show up at an appointed hour. Upon arrival we were told that we would be given a topic and were invited to engage in discussion. Participants could choose to participate or to listen. Respect was the only rule. “Should we lead with the heart or with the head?” was proposed as the topic and a lively and rich discussion followed. A moderator introduces the topic, reviews the few rules, keeps the speaking order, and makes comments designed to clarify, probe, stimulate, and summarize. Peter Raabe of the University of the Fraser Valley moderated the demonstration session I attended. He has moderated philosophers’ cafes in North and West Vancouver since 2000 and teaches facilitation in Coquitlam. Raabe sees the cafe as a means of applying philosophy to everyday life. He believes that those who deeply examine values and beliefs are less likely to ‘blindly follow tradition, slavishly obey the dictates of authority figures, or act only on our feelings.’ Wosk sees the cafes as the antithesis of the university. Knowledge is deemed to reside throughout the community and not in a particular institution or specialist/expert group. There is “no preparation required, no homework, no tests, no mandatory attendance, no curriculum, and no control,” said Wosk. The philosophers’ cafe is deeply democratic and a response to institutions of higher learning that are inaccessible to many citizens for economic, geographic, or other reasons. His hope is that participants think deeply, listen and learn, but his comments indicate that he is content with good conversation. Young people participate in cafes that take place in the community, but Wosk thinks there may be some potential for cafes structured for students alone. Teachers or students can serve as moderators. The only requisites are some folks, a place to talk, a seating plan that presupposes no source of authority, and an interesting question or problem to discuss. The moderator can provide a topic, or one can be generated by the group. The Philosophers’ Cafe website (www.philosopherscafe.net) features information about the concept, a schedule of philosophers’ cafes throughout the Lower Mainland, including a list of discussion topics. Kit Krieger, retired West Vancouver educator and BCTF past president.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11038,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2002 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 14, Number 6, April 2002 President’s message In January and February our resistance to the government’s attack on public education and public services was front page news. Since that time the media have turned their attention to other stories. The individual choices that members have made to reduce or withdraw their participation in voluntary activities have been stressful and frustrating. Even worse, school boards have begun to announce the layoffs and cuts in services to students that we predicted would be the result of Bills 27 and 28 and the defunding of the system. In the face of all of this it would be easy to become demoralized—and it would play right into Mr. Campbell’s plans. Instead, let’s take a look at what’s been happening. As I write, the chief judge of the provincial court has lost confidence in the attorney general and the lawyers are voting on whether to censure him. Family doctors say government spending cuts are harming patients and will lead to higher healthcare costs. They report that higher pharmacare premiums threaten the health of seniors. The Anglican Bishops, the United and Presbyterian Churches, the Canadian Jewish Congress, the Canadian Muslim Federation, Citizens for Public Justice (an evangelical Christian group), the Human Rights Commission, and the Civil Liberties’ Association have all denounced the government’s treaty referendum. On April 10, a new grassroots parent group, Save Our Schools, held its first rally in Vancouver and got great media response. Their spokespeople called on the Vancouver school trustees to refuse to implement the government’s cuts. Across the province resistance to the Campbell Liberals is growing and becoming more united. Our plan to advocate for public education, which was passed overwhelmingly at our AGM, lays out a detailed program. It includes emphasis on building community coalitions, our legal challenges to the government’s legislation, involvement in fall trustee elections, holding Mr. Campbell and Ms. Clark publicly accountable for their disastrous education policies, the building of a widely supported Charter for Public Education, and much more. We will be seeking your involvement in and support for these initiatives. Each member can make a contribution. The struggle that the Campbell government has forced on us will be long and taxing, but the stakes are high. Teachers’ commitment to justice and equity will not be extinguished. We can and will build a better British Columbia. David Chudnovsky Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9906,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2002 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 2, Nov./Dec. 2002 Time for tinkering is over BCTF Education Funding Brief 2003 Change the plan—unfreeze the funding! That’s the BCTF’s key recommendation for next year’s provincial budget. Presenting the BCTF’s 2003 education funding brief to the Select Standing Committee on Finance and Government Services on October 15, 2002, Federation President Neil Worboys pointed out that funding per pupil has declined by 4% over the last decade, slowly squeezing essential educational services provided by school districts. What’s worse, we can expect an additional—and likely devastating—decline of at least 4% in real per-pupil funding as the freeze extends over the next two years. The BCTF’s education funding brief demonstrates what teachers already know: "This year we are seeing dramatic negative changes that show we have reached the end of squeezing without great harm to students and the school system." This fall, many students and teachers are experiencing larger classes, some surpassing 35. Boards that have managed to keep class sizes in check have had to cut other services such as library, special needs, counselling, and ESL. Teachers also report health hazards in the classroom resulting from reduced custodial services. What can be done to remedy the situation? Specifically, the BCTF recommends that the British Columbia government: Restore funding so that learning opportunities lost because of inadequate budgets this year are not lost in future years. Fully fund the cost of employee collective agreements and other costs imposed by government so that learning opportunities are not further cut over the next two years. Make the required investment in the education of our children to ensure strong future economic health for B.C. The brief is available at bctf.ca/publications/edfunding/2003Brief. To receive a print copy, e-mail Bev Humphries, bhumphries@bctf.ca. – Anny Schaefer Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications.aspx?id=5540,BCTF > Newsletters, Bulletins and Alerts  	BCTF Publications  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Publications > Newsletters and Alerts Newsletters, Bulletins and Alerts The BCTF publishes newsletters covering a variety of topics, and alerts to inform members about key issues and events. Subject-related newsletters, such as the Social Justice Newsletter, are referenced on their specific subject pages. BCTF News, a bi-weekly e-newsletter to all members, includes news, postings, and information about issues Did You Know, a monthly staff room poster series International Solidarity News  News Releases  A note from your teachers, a report from the BCTF to Members of the Legislative Assembly Public Education Advocates Newsletter, a review of current education issues distributed several times during the school year Social Justice Newsletter    About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=1654,BCTF News Releases  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources   For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development News Release Archives 2014  2013  2012    2011 2010  2009  2008 2007  2006  Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2006 Archives BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE January 12, 2006 Plaintiffs vindicated despite "systematic campaign of character assassination" Nine teachers, a former school trustee, and a parent have won a resounding Supreme Court victory over a Comox Valley woman who defamed them on internet sites, in chat rooms, and on e-mail. In reasons for judgment released Wednesday, Madam Justice Jacqueline Dorgan states that parent activist Sue Halstead "published the defamatory statements in the context of a prolonged and sustained campaign of character assassination against each of the plaintiffs." Judge Dorgan wrote: "Ms. Halstead's shockingly vicious attack upon, and her manifestly fictitious account of, each of the plaintiff's character and conduct is deserving of rebuke...Her actions are malicious and cruel. Such publications and actions have absolutely nothing to do with freedom of expression. Ms. Halstead has seriously transgressed the boundaries which prescribe that hallowed right." Halstead, a long-time volunteer and self-described president of Parents Against Violence Everywhere and the Comox Valley Learning Disability Association, was active at the local and provincial levels with the BC Confederation of Parent Advisory Councils (BCCPAC). She twice ran unsuccessfully for school board. "The evidence establishes that since in or about 1997, Ms. Halstead has been highly conflict-driven, waging battles with everyone from PAC parents to teachers, trustees, and the Superintendent of Schools," the judgment states. Her output of "outrageous and scandalous" correspondence and complaints to numerous official bodies was prodigious, and was copied widely to journalists and politicians as well as many officials on the education scene. In addition, "Ms. Halstead's use of the Internet in the publication of defamatory statements was incessant and the reach was broad." Her web site and chat groups published reams of material and opinion, including "very serious allegations of manifestly improper conduct." Evidence showed that these allegations were defamatory and fictitious. "I find that Ms. Halstead is entirely without credibility," the judge wrote. Judge Dorgan awarded the individual plaintiffs a total of $631,000 in compensatory damages and a further $50,000 in punitive damages to be shared amongst the eleven. Judge Dorgan concluded by praising the plaintiffs and expressing the hope that with the end of the litigation they would be able to move forward in their personal and professional lives. She wrote: "Each of these remarkable people has displayed strength of character and professionalism throughout; each has exhibited a passion for and a commitment to the education and well being of young people in their communities. Not only students, but the community as a whole, suffers when those involved in education are unfairly and unnecessarily publicly maligned." - 30 - For more information, contact Nancy Knickerbocker, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell). Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11054,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2002 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 14, Number 6, April 2002  BCTF peer support services— A consultant’s perspective by Lynne Rodier The telephone rings. It’s Mohammed Shamsher of the BCTF Professional Development Division. "Lynne, I have a case for you." Another opportunity to help a colleague. In this telephone call, a process is set in motion to help a member who is either on a plan of assistance or who needs assistance with their teaching. In most cases, the teacher’s livelihood is on the line. I feel the familiar excitement and trepidation. In 1979, I became one of the original BCTF Professional Development Associates. Our goal was to assist our peers by designing and delivering workshops to meet the professional-development needs of teachers. Our dream was to enable teachers to take responsibility for professional practice. In my role as an associate, I facilitated many Federation workshops as well as delivering such courses as Project TEACH, PRIDE, and TTLC (Teaching Through Learning Channels). The BCTF training I received prepared me for my district role as Intermediate co-ordinator. In that role, I applied the same principles of teachers helping teachers to my work. Yet, the dream of direct support to teachers, those at risk as a result of a less than satisfactory report, was not realized until 2000 when the Federation began its Peer Support Services (PSS) program. After the Federation received funding approval for its pilot, I eagerly applied (June 2000) and sought endorsation from our local to be one of the peer consultants. As a consultant, I have received training and support from the Federation. I am part of a small network of PSS consultants who are committed to our colleagues and to the teaching profession. After the initial training, the consultants have met to share experiences, receive further training, and to provide each other with support. The responsibility of the role is enormous and mutual support is essential. The early results are inspiring. Teachers are open to having us in their classrooms and many are meeting with success. When the call comes to the Federation for help, a peer consultant is assigned. My cases have taken me to different parts of the province. No case is like another but, in each case, I have met teachers who are committed to improving their practice and who want to have control over what form that improvement will take. I have met local presidents who are key facilitators in the process and true advocates for the teachers involved. I have met administrative representatives who see the value of a coaching process rather than a grievance process. I have the direct support of the BCTF and my PSS colleagues as I work with my clients. My role is that of critical friend who may be able to help the teacher set a path for growth in a supportive environment for change. Only another teacher knows how it feels to meet the challenges of teaching and knows the need for support. Thus, when the telephone rings, and I hear, "Lynne, I have a case for you," the dreams of the original 1979 PD associates are being realized. Lynne Rodier is a teacher on call, Cariboo-Chilcotin. For information about the service or the pilot, please contact Mohammed Shamsher, 604-871-1838, toll free 1-800-663-9163 (local 1838). Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=10040,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 3, Jan./Feb. 2003 Safety is your business—Know your rights! by Maureen L. MacDonald You have rights. It’s the law. You have the right to know about dangers in your workplace. You have the right to participate in worksite health and safety activities through the joint Occupational Health & Safety Committee or worker representative. You have the right to have worker representation at worksite inspections. You have the right to refuse unsafe work. You have the right to no discrimination for participating in health and safety activities. Safety is your business. It is also the business of school boards. No one’s best interests are served if the safety of students and staff is not a priority in schools. Why, then, do we continue to have unsafe situations dealt with inconsistently? Why do we have to fight the same battles over and over again? Let’s consider some recent actual events and learn from them. Too cold for comfort The principal of an elementary school called everyone to an assembly one winter afternoon and said that the students and staff were to dress warmly for school the next day because there would be no heat. Oh, really? The furnace was to be serviced as part of a regular maintenance program. At the time, the outdoor temperature was minus 14º C. Did the school board expect that students could actually learn readin’, writin’, and ‘rithmetic while fighting hypothermia? Did it think that teachers should just cope with the cold and not complain? WCB Regulation 4.80 requires the employer to ensure that temperature and humidity levels within the indoor work environment be maintained within acceptable comfort ranges. In winter, that means between 20.5 and 24.4º C (69 to 76º F). Many collective agreements between teachers and boards contain a health and safety clause similar to this excellent one from North Vancouver: "Classes shall be conducted only in facilities that are clean and where temperature, ventilation, lighting, humidity, sound level, and other physical conditions are hygienic, safe, and conducive to effective teaching and learning." Teachers don’t have to put up with untenable conditions for themselves or others at work. That staff knew it. Refuse unsafe work. It’s your right. When you do that, you don’t refuse to work entirely. You are ready and available to do your work in safe conditions; you just refuse to do the unsafe work. You could be temporarily assigned to work elsewhere, or you might be sent home. Read all about it in WCB Regulation 3.12. Refusal of unsafe work A school staff was informed after school that the water was to be shut off in the building the next day. There was a smell of methane gas. The septic sewer system needed repairs. The students were all phoned at home and told not to go to school the next day. (All the families had phones; that is not always the case. But that’s another story.) The staff members were told to be there at 8:30 a.m. Oh really? According to WCB Regulation 4.93, the employer must provide washrooms with hot and cold running water. And it goes without saying that the air must be breathable! Teachers and support staff met in the parking lot the next morning and then informed the principal, who was in the office, that they were ready to be reassigned to the board office or elsewhere for the day. The smell of methane had gone away overnight, so permission was given for staff members to go into the school and gather items they needed to work at home. Refusal of unsafe work protected them from several potential hazards. That staff knew it. Violent incident reports A school board decided not to replace absent special education assistants. Several violent incidents occurred as a result. One principal expects teachers to "fill in." Oh really? Can the classroom teacher be everything to everybody? There are very good reasons why some students have SEAs. The union is insisting that a violence risk assessment be done, as is required in WCB Regulation 4.28. The requirement has been in effect since 1994. The whole staff needs to know which students might injure themselves or others. The IEPs of those students with special needs must contain a safety plan. Reg. 4.31 says that incidents of violence must by reported and investigated according to Part 3 of the Workers Compensation Act, General Duties of Employers, Workers, and Others. Corrective actions must be taken. The employer must ensure that a worker reporting an injury or adverse symptom as a result of a violent incident is advised to consult a physician of the worker’s choice for treatment or referral. A principal cannot dismiss a teacher’s complaint of violence as trivial or inconsequential. That staff knows it now. Working alone Parent/teacher interviews were being conducted from 3:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. A teacher in an isolated portable didn’t feel safe. The principal told her to stay out there on duty until 9:00 p.m., even though there was no communications link to the main building. Oh really? Couldn’t she conduct her interviews in the safety of the library, the staffroom, the front hallway, or even the principal’s office? If not, why wasn’t someone assigned to check the portable at intervals to see if she was okay? That won’t happen to the teacher again. The union is insisting that the WCB Regulation 4.21 regarding working alone or in isolation be followed. The employer is required to develop and implement a written procedure for checking the well-being of a worker assigned to work alone or in isolation under conditions that present a risk of disabling injury, if the worker might not be able to secure assistance in the event of injury or other misfortune. A worker required to work in such circumstances, and any person assigned to check on the worker, must be trained in the written procedure for checking the worker’s well-being. That staff knows it now. How to get informed I’m not making this stuff up! Read the rules for yourself. The title of the fascinating Workers’ Compensation Board publication you need for reference is Occupational Health & Safety Regulation, Book 1. It is a blue-covered 8.5"x11" WorkSafe book that you should be able to find in your staffroom. If you can’t find the book there, look for a notice of where it is located. That should be prominently displayed on the bulletin board that also has posted the names and work locations of the school’s joint committee members and the minutes of the three most recent joint committee meetings. Section 138 of the Workers Compensation Act (hereinafter called the Act) requires those notices. Worksite health and safety committees Section 125 of the Act says that a joint health and safety committee must exist in your school if there are 20 or more workers of the employer there. That count includes SEAs, secretaries, custodians, teachers, administrative officers, and any other school board staff who work there. Section 139 requires a worker health and safety representative for a workplace with more than nine but fewer than 20 workers. Regulation 3.2 allows a less formal situation in schools with nine or fewer workers, but the employer still must conduct monthly meetings with workers for discussion of health and safety matters. The school board is obliged in Section 136 to support the health and safety committee or its equivalent in carrying out its duties. What are the duties? See the list in Section 130 of the Act. Are you overwhelmed? Fear not. You don’t have to know all the rules and regs. You just have to know that they exist for your protection. Don’t just scratch your head or mutter under your breath if you perceive a health and safety problem. Call on your local president for advice. Your president knows how to reach me or other BCTF field service or health and safety or legal staff members for help. Assistance is available if you want to know about filing a WCB claim, conducting a worksite inspection, organizing a joint committee, or finding any other information you need. Your president also knows that the toll free phone number for the WCB prevention office is 1-888-276-SAFE (7233). And that the WCB web site is www.worksafebc.com. Training for health and safety reps The BCTF has several wonderfully empowering workshops for school health and safety reps. Talk to your local president about both WorkSafe and School Union Rep Training. It is not too late for your local to arrange for a health and safety trainer to come to your district. Conclusion Education is best delivered in a safe environment. Worksites are safer when we are all vigilant. Teachers’ working conditions are students’ learning conditions. Let’s all keep an eye out for ways to make improvements. Be safe out there. Maureen MacDonald is a BCTF health and safety officer. If you would like your name added to the BCTF occupational health and safety e-mail list, contact Peggy Wilson pwilson@bctf.ca or Whitney Burgess wburgess@bctf.ca. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=14276,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 20, Number 2, October 2007 Social change with the click of a mouse By Murray Dobbin With the concentration of media, with people’s lives increasingly overwhelmed with work issues, and laws restricting what NGOs can do with their money, taking part in democracy has been getting more and more problematic. Many people simply cannot find the time to join a civil society group or a political party. Influencing political events or the direction of the country seems an impossible task for the average citizen. But in the US and Australia, and now Canada, the advent of social media is giving citizens another way of engaging in the democratic process. The most famous is MoveOn.org in the United States, a powerful online movement with over 3.3 million members that mobilizes on a wide range of issues to influence Congress. The organization describes itself as "a service–a way for busy but concerned citizens to find their political voice in a system dominated by big money and big media." Its founder, Joan Blades, says: "The powerful thing about MoveOn is that it is not a one-way broadcast media. The Internet, when used best, is a two-way media." Kathleen Ruff agrees. She is a long-time Canadian human rights activist, a former head of the BC Human Rights Commission, and also a former head of the recently cancelled Court Challenges Program. Last spring she founded RightOnCanada.ca—the web site and e-mail campaign vehicle she hopes will become a useful tool for Canadian social and political activists. The motto of RightOn Canada is to "Campaign to put human rights back on Canada’s agenda." The focus on human rights is no accident. No Canadian government in the past 20 years has paid human rights the attention it deserves. Here’s just a partial list of the human rights failures of successive Liberal and Conservative governments: seeking to overthrow a world moratorium on terminator seed technology helping to sabotage a UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples blocking international action to control export of asbestos to developing countries weakening a UN Convention on Forced Disappearances failing to meet our obligations under international human rights law to address high levels of inequality and poverty in Canada. As a model for her project, Ruff also has in mind MoveOn’s equivalent in Australia, GetUp.org. In spite of Australia’s very right-wing prime minister, GetUp has stopped the Australian government from reinstating a policy of detaining children under its Migration Bill, freed Australian David Hicks from Guantanamo Bay prison, and forced the government to increase funding for the ABC (Australia’s CBC equivalent). In a recent campaign to engage in the national elections, GetUp raised $100,000 in 24 hours from its 300,000 members. In the few months it has been active, RightOnCanada.ca has taken on the issue of terminator seeds (in co-operation with the Canadian Biotechnology Action Network), the issue of greater economic and social integration with the US, and the police provocateurs at the Montebello summit in August. Terminator seeds are genetically modified seeds deliberately engineered to become sterile after one harvest. RightOn has also campaigned against bulk water exports and the "harmonization" of standards for pesticide residue on fruits and vegetables with the US. The project now has 4,000 subscribers who have sent nearly 20,000 e-mail letters to government and opposition leaders. It typically takes less than two minutes to send letters to the politicians involved. Social activists across the country are overwhelmed, faced with myriad struggles (national, provincial, and local) that they are asked to get involved in. Many progressive Canadians feel isolated and are not able to find the time to be members of activist groups. RightOnCanada.ca may just be the political tool needed to help people get involved. Murray Dobbin, a Vancouver author and writer is acting assistant director, BCTF Communications and Campaigns Division. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=22400,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 23, Number 5, March 2011   The Canada Pension Plan is changing By Rob Taylor  Starting this month, a series of changes go into effect in the Canada Pension Plan (CPP), which affect present retirees who are under the age of 60 and all future retirees. The changes are gradual and if you are already in receipt of a CPP retirement pension then you will not be affected. The normal age for receiving a CPP retirement pension is 65. However, you may start your pension as early as age 60, or delay it until age 70. There is a 0.5% per month penalty for receiving it before age 65 and a 0.5% per month bonus if you start after age 65. Therefore if you take a CPP retirement pension at age 60, your pension is reduced by 30% permanently. Under the present rules, there must be a work interruption for a period of two months before you can begin your CPP retirement pension, and if you continue to work then you cease making CPP contributions. Under the new regulations, beginning on January 1, 2012, the 30% reduction will gradually increase from 0.5% per month to 0.6% per month. By 2016, the full reduction will be 36%. On the flip side, if you continue to work after age 65 and don’t collect your CPP retirement pension, the rate will gradually increase to 0.7% per month for a total of 42% by age 70. At the same time, there is no requirement to substantially reduce your work in order to be eligible to start your CPP pension. You may continue to work, and as long as you are working you will be making CPP contributions and your CPP benefit will continue to record those accruals. This is significant, because unlike our Teachers’ Pension Plan, which uses a 5-year highest average salary to calculate your pension, CPP uses a lifetime eligibility average. Your CPP retirement pension is based on the number of years from age 18 to work secession that you were eligible to contribute divided into the number of years you actually did contribute. So, if you elected to collect CPP at age 60, your earning years would be divided by 42 (the difference between age 60 and age 18. From that, the lowest 15% of your earning years would be dropped, or approximately 6.3 years. Under the new rules that provision will rise to 17% by 2014, or 7.14 years. As well, there is a childrearing dropout for years of low or no earnings while caring for dependent children under the age of seven. These changes are to ensure the continued financial stability of the Canada Pension Plan and to recognize that some Canadians would prefer to work past their normal retirement dates. – Rob Taylor Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Foster parents are ordinary people engaged in extraordinary acts of kindness. Join the team! http://t.co/6jUkcsOp6V" @Teresa_Wat - 04:31pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20140925,www.blogger.com,http://www.blogger.com/profile/15741324981120408977,302 Moved 302 Moved The document has moved here.)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/IssuesInEducation.aspx?id=22542&libID=22532,BCTF > Online Journals  	BCTF > Issues in Education  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Issues in Education Online Journals Open access journals with leadership content   Academic Leadership Journal  Advancing Women in Leadership Journal  Canadian Journal of Educational Administration and Policy  E-Journal of Organizational Learning and Leadership  International Electronic Journal for Leadership in Learning (Canada) International Journal of Education Policy and Leadership  International Journal of Teacher Leadership  The Journal of Educational Enquiry (University of South Australia) Journal of Research for Educational Leaders (discontinued 2008) About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20140930,www.bcpsea.bc.ca,http://www.bcpsea.bc.ca/documents/Publications-HealthSafetyWellDocs/Principals%20for%20Principles/page23.html,page 23 Front Cover Disclaimer Responsibilities Due Diligence 1 JOHS Committee 2 Orientation 3 Risk Assessment 4 Violent Incident Prevention Overview 5 Incident/Accident Reports 6 Incident/Accident Investigation 7 Right to Refuse Work 8 The School Act - Risks with Students 9 Ten Tips for Crisis Prevention 10 Hazardous Materials 11 Working Alone 12 Indoor Air Quality 13 Indoor Air Quality cont’d 14 Ergonomics 15 Slips and Falls 16 Biohazards & Communicable Diseases 17 Site Inspections 18 Sample Site Inspections - Classroom 19 Sample Site Inspections - Art 20 Sample Site Inspections - Shops 21 Sample Chemicals - Science and Labs 22 Lab Inspection cont’d 23 Emergency Procedures 24 What To Do In An Earthquake Back Cover Back Flap)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141007,www.huffingtonpost.com,http://www.huffingtonpost.com/education/front/blogroll,Something's Gone Terribly Wrong Oh, Noes! A 404! Tweet Feel free to continue to the Huffington Post » or)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media last tweet "" @ - 12:00am Follow @ last post "" facebook/ - Jan 1st Like Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/BargainingAndContracts.aspx?id=25480&libID=25470&printPage=true,BCTF > Government interference in collective bargaining: Greater impact on women  	Bargaining and contracts  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Bargaining & Collective Agreements > Bargaining 2011/12 > Research Roundup Government interference in collective bargaining: Greater impact on women The record of governments imposing contracts by legislation is one of hitting unions with a majority of women members, according to a recent article in Just Labour:  A Canadian Journal of Work and Society.  Public sector unions have been hit by legislation more than private sector unions and women make up the majority of members in most of these unions. The author of the article, Hans Rollmann from York University, documents that both federal and provincial governments have increased their intervention in collective bargaining in the last two decades.  That fact is getting noticed internationally since "Canada has seen its labour unions submit, since 1982, more complaints to the ILO than any other country in the world." Rollman says "there is a link between collective bargaining and equality gains for women, and that suspension of collective bargaining rights--and most notably the right to strike--imperils these gains and disproportionately affects unionized women employees." He contends that "the collective bargaining process provides and unique and particularly useful approach through which inequalities can be addressed."  Taking away that process consequently creates an impediment to improving equity for women.)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=34280,BCTF News Releases  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources   For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development News Release Archives 2014  2013  2012    2011 2010  2009  2008 2007  2006  Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2014 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  July 2, 2014 Statement from BCTF President Jim Iker For two weeks, BC teachers have been calling on government and the BC Public School Employers’ Association to enter mediation. For the past week, I have been meeting with BCPSEA’s Peter Cameron and Mr. Justice Stephen F. Kelleher of the BC Supreme Court in exploratory discussions. I am very grateful that the BC Supreme Court granted Justice Kelleher leave to facilitate these discussions and for his willingness to act as mediator. Unfortunately, mediation at this time will not be productive. The government, by trying to impose a series of unworkable preconditions prior to entering into mediation, has not provided the flexibility required to make mediation work. The preconditions would have predetermined the outcome. The BCTF has made a number of significant moves to bring the two sides closer together, including a salary proposal that puts the two sides within 1%. Teachers have been looking for government to respond with counterproposals that would improve learning conditions for students like class size, class composition, and staffing levels for specialist teachers. Successful collective bargaining requires flexibility, an open mind, and a willingness to bring creative ideas to the table. Teachers called for mediation to help facilitate those kinds of ideas. However, the government insisted that teachers accept proposals that would limit bargaining before even entering mediation. When teachers proposed a compromise that would have brought the two sides even closer to make mediation work, the government rejected that compromise. That is not a fair or reasonable process. The government wants teachers to accept wage demands before they will even disclose their new proposals on class size and composition. That is unacceptable. At no point during these exploratory talks did the government offer any new money for class size, class composition, or staffing levels for specialist teachers. At this point, with the government maintaining entrenched positions that are unfair and unreasonable, mediation will not be able to move forward. We will keep the lines of communication open in July to restart bargaining if the government is ready to make a real effort and bring the necessary funding to the table. If not, BC teachers will try again in August, with the new school year looming, to reengage Justice Kelleher and the government in meaningful and fair mediation.   -  30  - For more information, contact Rich Overgaard, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell). Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=14692,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 20, Number 3, November/December 2007 Yours for the asking Resources and study tour 2008 Most Canadians are unaware of the history of WWII in Asia. Japanese militarism and aggression in China, Korea, and beyond were responsible for less widely known wartime atrocities including the deaths of up to 300,000 in the Chinese city of Nanjing. BC Association for Learning & Preserving the History of WWII in Asia (BC ALPHA) works with people who pursue peace and justice to preserve the truthfulness of the historical records of WWII in Asia. In 2001, a resource guide was developed for teachers: Human Rights in the Asia Pacific 19311945: Social Responsibility and Global Citizenship. BC ALPHA has been conducting subsidized Peace and Reconciliation Study Tours for BC educators since 2004, http://www.alpha-canada.org/. On the 5th Study Tour, from June 28 to July 11, 2008, teacher participants will meet survivors and historians as well as visit museums and other sites in and around Shanghai (China), Nanjing (China), Harbin (China,) and Seoul (Korea). BC ALPHA, covers all ground costs inside China and Korea; teachers take care of their own international travel costs between Canada and Asia. The deadline for application is March 1, 2008. BC ALPHA can also help arrange speakers, survivors, and eyewitnesses for classroom visits. ALPHA also loans reference and video materials to teachers. For more details, visit Canada ALPHA http://tinyurl.com/25h8vq. UBC Museum of Anthropology The museum offers many educational programs ideal for Grades K12, Tuesday to Friday, September through June. Programs are open to school, community, and special interest groups. The 75-minute programs are interactive and conducted by trained museum volunteer associates. The cost of $5 a student (or $8 when two programs are booked for the same day) includes a program packqage with pre- and post-visit support material. Outreach teaching kits are also available for loan. To book: e-mail bookings@moa.ubc.ca, 604-822-5653, web site www.moa.ubc.ca. Cycling training for the school community The Vancouver Area Cycling Coalition offers workshops on bicycle skills and commuter confidence for educators. The workshop is for teachers and school staff who have considered cycling to school but currently lack the confidence or skills to commute by bike. This two-day workshop will improve personal cycling skills with classroom and onroad opportunities about how to ride confidently in traffic, check the safety of your bike, ride at night and in the rain, as well as plan the best route. The workshop will also present activities to integrate cycling, bike smarts, and active transportation ideas into the school community and classroom curriculum. To book a workshop, ask your PD co-ordinator to contact Cara Fisher or Arthur Orsini, ctsc@vacc.bc.ca or phone 604-319-2102. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media last tweet "" @ - 12:00am Follow @ last post "" facebook/ - Jan 1st Like Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "#FunFriday Fact: #BC has the highest small business employment in Canada. October is Small Business Month! Check out: http://t.co/20bcLmlvFP" @bcliberals - 03:55pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/BCTFNews.aspx?id=29636&printPage=true,BCTF News Vol. 18. No. 9, April 11, 2013  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Newsletters and Alerts > BCTF News > 2012-13 Archives       Volume 18, Number 9, April 11, 2013  In this issue:  April highlights class size and composition  Bargaining update  How I Got Schooled: BC Government cuts imagined through students’ eyes  New Elections BC online voter registration  WCB exposure registry  Provincial curriculum development teams  Social Justice newsletter  AGM key decisions  Opportunities for members  April highlights class size and composition With the provincial election in sight the BCTF and locals will be drawing attention to the need for class size and composition improvements. Our media campaign message started March 11: “...after a decade of cuts...students deserve smaller classes, more one-on-one time, and extra help when they need it. Our kids can’t vote for the things they need. But, in May, we can. On May 14, let’s elect a government that will give kids the education they deserve.”    Using locally created signs, teachers are showing the public that they are still waiting for the funding and support they so desperately need. On April 15, the day before the official election period commences, members are encouraged to show their concern for lost conditions and services by conducting a Burma-shave sign event. Please contact your local for details. Bargaining update For details read the latest bulletin found in the Member Portal. How I Got Schooled: BC Government cuts imagined through students’ eyes The BC Liberal government has been in power for 12 years—the full length of students’ careers from Kindergarten to graduation. Forced to grow up in a time of deep funding cuts, students and their teachers have tried to do more with less, year in and year out. A new web presence entitled “How I Got Schooled” takes a whimsical look through the eyes of students at the impact of the cuts and the misguided policies behind them. Students’ sometimes naive perceptions are counterbalanced with the hard facts about some of the more than 20 pieces of legislation passed by the BC Liberals to weaken teachers’ rights as workers and professionals, and to strengthen government control over public education. To learn more about why we need to elect a government that values public education, please visit www.HowIGotSchooled.ca. New Elections BC online voter registration The BC Federation of Labour has reported a spike of more than 3,600 new voter registrations when they circulated a note to union affiliates about the new online voter registration form. If you are not registered to vote you can register online or update your information now with Elections BC to avoid standing in the registration line on Election Day. Go to Register to vote with ElectionsBC and you can update your information online if you’ve moved recently or changed your name. WCB exposure registry The health effects of being exposed to toxins can often take years to develop. WorkSafeBC has established an Exposure Registry Program for workers who believe they have been exposed to a harmful substance in their workplace that could in the short- or long-term, make them sick. Members are advised to file a WCB claim through Teleclaim 1-888-WORKERS (1-888-967-5377) if they are injured or suffer from an occupational disease. There may be situations, however, when filing a claim is not appropriate but members believe they have been exposed to a substance at work that may, over a period of time, affect them. For example, members who may have been exposed to mould, building material off-gassing, pesticides, or asbestos may register their exposure online. Members may also report exposure to emerging hazards such as wi-fi. The information obtained through the registry will be kept as a permanent record of a worker’s exposure and will assist WorkSafeBC in the adjudication of any future claim for occupational disease caused by workplace exposure. Keep in mind that all suspected exposures should be reported to your supervisor and health and safety committee so that they can be investigated with recommendations made to eliminate or control the substances. Please go to the link below and read how to register. worksafebc.com/claims/occupational_diseases/default.asp#registering. If you have any questions, please contact Karen Langenmaier in the BCTF Health and Safety Department at klangenmaier@bctf.ca. Provincial curriculum development teams Curriculum change in BC is under way with the formation of Provincial Curriculum Development Teams that have begun meeting in April. The teams are made up of K–10 teachers from Arts education (music, visual arts, dance, and drama), English language arts, French-as-a-first-language, French immersion, health & PE, math, science, and social studies. Each curriculum team has at least five BCTF representatives, drawn from the four grade groupings of K–2, 3–5, 6–7, and 8–10. BCTF representatives make up the majority of the team members, joined by administrative and independent school representatives. Curriculum areas that are missing from the list of curriculum development teams are Applied Skills and Career Education (e.g., HACE, Planning 10). The BCTF is waiting to hear from the ministry about how and when these areas will be addressed. The ministry has also formed a Standing Committee on Provincial Curriculum to provide communication with key stakeholders about the directions for BC’s new K–12 curricula. The committee is comprised of representatives from 10 stakeholder groups, with other stakeholders being brought in as the need arises. While other stakeholder groups have one representative to serve on this committee, the BCTF will be represented by four. The Ministry of Education appears to have a very ambitious plan for BC’s education system, with short timelines. The BCTF will continue to actively pursue representation for BC teachers in all areas of this program for education change. Social Justice newsletter The Professional and Social Issues Division of the BCTF produces a Social Justice Newsletter, which is distributed one copy per school. It is now more accessible at the following link: http://issuu.com/teachernewsmag/docs/2013wintersocialjusticenewsletter   AGM key decisions and minutes The AGM key decisions and minutes of the 2013 Annual General Meeting can be found here: https://bctf.ca/myBCTF/agm.aspx.  Opportunities for members BCTF committee vacancies Many BCTF committees have vacancies commencing July 1, 2013. The terms of reference for most of these committees can be found on pages 189–191 of the Members’ Guide to the BCTF. CV forms are available on the site. Workshop facilitators BCTF workshop facilitator applications close April 20, 2013. ERAC resource evaluators ERAC applications close April 26, 2013, and application forms can be found at: http://www.bctf.ca/opportunities/ERACCommittees.aspx.    )
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Touring a natural gas drilling rig with @MLA Mike Bernier, and Brian from EnCana http://t.co/AifdJ4H07b" @Teresa_Wat - 06:01pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141007,www.huffingtonpost.ca,http://www.huffingtonpost.ca/2013/01/17/beavertail-at-inauguration_n_2495957.html,BeaverTail At Inauguration: Obama-Themed Fried Pastry Heading To Washington View mobile site October 7, 2014 Huffpost Canada Living ca Edition: ca Show/Hide Brasil BR Canada CA Deutschland DE España ES France FR Italia IT 日本 (Japan) JP 한국 (Korea) KR Maghreb MG United Kingdom UK United States US Region: ALL Show/Hide All Canada Alberta British Columbia Québec (en français) Follow Newsletters Get Canada LivingNewsletters Email address Enter Email Address Huffington Post Search Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search iOS app Android app More Log in Create Account Notifications 0 $USERNAME Profile Settings Logout FRONT PAGE Politics Ford Still Doesn't Understand Racism 51 Kenney Posts Photos Of Iraqi Children To Make Case For ISIL Airstrikes 91 Clinton: Canadian Help In ISIL Fight 'Indispensable' 44 Unvetted Judge Joins Supreme Court 42 Canada Sends Advance Team To Middle East 109 Go to Politics More in Politics The Pulse Stephen Harper You Might Also Like US Politics UK Politics Business Porn Company Has A Raunchy Deal For Air Canada Pilots 3 Sun News Just Lost Its Main Source Of Content; What Now? 48 Canadian Cities Surprisingly Unpopular Destinations For Workers 0 This Is How You Rack Up U.S. Roaming Charges While In Canada 14 Look What China Might Actually Build 47 Go to Business More in Business Small Business Money You Might Also Like Tech TechCrunch Autoblog WorldPost Spanish Nurse First To Contract Ebola Outside West Africa 514 It's Been 3 Weeks Since Anyone's Seen Kim And Rumors Are Swirling 91 3 New Findings On ISIS Weapons That You Should Know About 0 WHO: More Cases Of Ebola In Europe Unavoidable 128 Turkish President Says Syrian Town Under Islamic State Siege Is About To Fall 171 Go to WorldPost More in WorldPost Foreign Affairs World Elections Arab Uprising Afghanistan War Syria Crisis You Might Also Like Travel Impact Living 100 Pumpkin Carvings That Will Inspire You 0 Fried Maple Leaves Are A Delicacy In Japan, And We're Jealous 6 WATCH: HuffPost Readers School Us On Toronto's Real Must-Eats 2 Toronto Dubbed Fourth Most Livable City In The World 0 33 Signs You Live In Liberty Village 1 Go to Living You Might Also Like Healthy Living Food Recipes Divorce Women Parentdish Green Post50 Weddings Style Best Halloween Costumes For Men And Women 0 Most Offensive Products In Retail 3 JLaw Goes Topless For Vanity Fair 0 Bridesmaid Dresses You'll Wear Again 0 Canadian Model Coco Rocha Is Pregnant! 4 Go to Style More in Style Beauty Fashion Celeb Style Entertaining and Etiquette Stylelist Canada Wedding Style Home Style You Might Also Like Style (U.S.) Weddings Stylelist Canada Entertainment '7th Heaven' Star Reportedly Confesses To Child Molestation On Tape 382 Beyonce & Nicki Minaj Are Straight Up 'Flawless' In Paris Performance 19 Jennifer Lawrence Breaks Her Silence On Nude Photo Hack 0 Kendra Wilkinson Gets Candid About Those Cheating Rumors 14 Kris Jenner Opens Up About The Late Robert Kardashian 6 Go to Entertainment You Might Also Like Music Celebrity TV Moviefone Arts The Glamorous History Of Pin-Up Like You've Never Seen It Before 3 1 Here Are A Bunch Of F*cking Delightful Artsy Cat Photos. You're Welcome. 3 This Is What It Really Looks Like To Be A Modern Day Nun 8 New Animation-Inspired Art Show Will Make You Yearn For Saturday Morning Cartoons 0 Go to Arts You Might Also Like Books Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Religion Alberta 20 Puppies Found Abandoned In Field 6 Anti-Abortion Postcard Targets Tory MP.. Again 25 Mystery 'GPO Girl' Turns Up In Calgary 0 Dozens Of Dead Cats Found, Another 62 Euthanized 0 No Drinks For You, Cardston 0 Go to Alberta More in Alberta Alberta Politics Alberta Business Alison Redford Calgary Edmonton British Columbia B.C. Teen Killed By Train Was Wearing Headphones, Texting: RCMP 13 Anthem Singer's Fall Is Lesson In Showmanship 3 Pastafarian Loses B.C. Driver's Licence Over Holy Colander 0 Elderly Asian Women Attacked In Vancouver 0 Lawyers Of Convicted Surrey Six Gangsters Want Mistrial 3 Go to British Columbia More in British Columbia B.C. Politics B.C. Business Christy Clark Vancouver All Sections News Canada Politics Canada Business US Politics US Business World Media Sports Education Crime Weird News Good News Daily Finance Entertainment Entertainment Music TV Celebrity Comedy Arts Books Moviefone Life & Style Living Style Home Healthy Living Taste Weddings Travel Parents Divorce HuffPost 50 Marlo Thomas OWN Tech & Science Tech Science Green Techcrunch Engadget TUAW Joystiq Voices Impact Women Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Religion College Teen Local Quebec (French) Calgary Montreal Ottawa Toronto Vancouver Winnipeg Mapquest Patch.com Our Mobile Apps: iPhone iPad HuffPost Live iPad Android Phone Android Tablet Living Healthy Living Food Recipes Divorce Women Parents Green Parentdish Post50 Weddings Fried Maple Leaves Are A Delicacy In Japan, And We're Jealous 2014-10-06 15:13:16 33 Signs You Live In Liberty Village 2014-10-06 17:20:38 100 Pumpkin Carvings That Will Inspire You 2014-10-06 12:57:00 Fight Acne With.. Grapes? 2014-10-02 11:04:33 8 Co-Workers You Really Don't Want To Deal With 2014-10-06 13:52:27 Baby Elephant's Fall And Rescue Is The Only Pick-Me-Up You Need 2014-10-03 13:40:28 Canada's Blood Inventory Is 'Critically Low' 2014-10-01 10:13:18 One Of The World's 'Most Romantic Cities' Is Right Here In Canada 2014-10-04 12:02:22 World's First Baby Delivered Via Transplanted Womb 2014-10-05 19:38:24 Previous Story Next Story BeaverTail At Inauguration: Obama-Themed Fried Pastry Heading To Washington The Huffington Post Canada Posted: 01/17/2013 11:53 am EST Updated: 01/17/2013 12:53 pm EST President Barack Obama shakes hands with BeaverTails employee Jessica Milien on February 20, 2009, while holding an "ObamaTail" pastry. (BeaverTails Canada Inc.) | BeaverTails Share Tweet Email Comment tumblr reddit How can a Canadian in Washington best celebrate President Obama's inauguration on January 21? Why, with a cross-border fried pastry like the ObamaTail, of course! Created by the Ottawa-based BeaverTail bakery, these Canadian delicacies gained White House recognition during President Obama's 2009 trip to Ottawa, when he approached the shop's Byward Market location and said, "I'm looking for a BeaverTail ...," apparently having heard of the pastry's iconic status when it was served at the Canadian Embassy in Washington during Obama's original inauguration. The specially created 'ObamaTail' — consisting of "a classic cinnamon and sugar BeaverTail, topped with a large whipped cream letter 'O' traced with chocolate and maple sauce," according to a company press release — was doled out to guests at the 2009 ceremony, and yes, to the President upon his visit to the shop. "They went over really well," owner Grant Hooker told the Ottawa Citizen. "I believe we gave away something like 1,200 of them at the first inauguration. There was a line-up all day." But that's hardly the only deep-fried goodie from our fair land making waves across borders and beloved by trendsetters. Last year could arguably have been known as the time when poutine became a staple in the U.S., as well as strengthening its foothold in the hearts of late-night eaters and everyday gluttons across Canada. And we can't forget our very own Tim Hortons, as its doughnuts and fritters increasingly become fixtures on American street corners as well. But for now, the ObamaTail will be the one returning to its place in the spotlight for the Presidential Inauguration next week, as well as to the company's 78 shops across the country. While President Obama's weakness for sweets is well-known, it seems pretty unlikely he'll have time to show up just to get a dessert named after him. But, notes Hooker, "We'll certainly move the President to the front of the line if he chooses to drop by for a snack." Also on HuffPost: Close  Favourite Cheap Eats In Canada of   What: Arepera Du Plateau Where: Montreal, QC Specialities: Venezualean specialities, like arepas Pricing: From $6.50 to $9 What: Au Petit Cafe Where: Vancouver, BC Specialities: Vietnamese cuisine — as in, French-style sandwiches Pricing: Nothing on the menu is more than $8.75 What: Banh Mi Boys Where: Toronto, ON Specialities: Banh mi, steamed bao and tacos — quick Vietnamese fare Pricing: From $3.49 to $7.49 per item. What: Bao Chau Vietnamese Where: Vancouver, BC Specialities: Noodle soups in the traditional Vietnamese style Pricing: Almost every single pho on the menu is $7, give or take a little What: Baraka Pita Bakery Where: Winnipeg, MB Specialities: Middle Eastern food Pricing: Platters for around $14 What: Basil Ultimate Pho Where: Calgary, AB Specialities: Pork meatballs, pineapple bubble tea — and pho, of course Pricing: Under $10 per entree What: Bella Gelateria Where: Vancouver, BC Specialities: Homemade, handmade gelato Pricing: Approximately $6 What: Bon's Off Broadway Where: Vancouver, BC Specialities: Breakfast specials (pictured here) Pricing: Believe it or not, they have $2.95 meals — served all day long What: Boogie's Burgers Where: Calgary, AB Specialities: How can we say it better than their slogan? "The official burger of deliciousness" Pricing: From $4.75 to $16 (and that's for Doug's "Don't Fear The Reaper" Burger with four patties, four slices of bacon, a wiener and a whole lot more) What: Bridge Drive-In (BDI) Where: Winnipeg, MB Specialities: Milkshakes galore Pricing: $1.99 cones and $3.85 milkshakes What: Bubble Queen Where: Richmond, BC Specialities: Bubble tea Pricing: Under $10 per item, according to Urbanspoon What: Burger De Ville Where: Montreal, QC Specialities: Gourmet burgers, often called the best in Montreal Pricing: Burgers from $4.50 to 47, and a rib-eye steak for $16.95 What: Burrito Boyz Where: Toronto, ON; Mississauga, ON (Entertainment district and Port Credit) Specialities: Delicious burritos Pricing: From $4.87 to $9.73 What: Burrito Del Rio Taqueria Where: Winnipeg, MB Specialities: Mexican tacos, with an emphasis on seafood Pricing: From $6.50 to $9.50 What: Cartems Donuterie Where: Vancouver, BC Specialities: Doughnuts (with a bigger hole than usual) Pricing: Approximately $2.50 each. What: CB Drive Inn Where: Calgary, AB Specialities: Burgers — including one with deep-fried mushrooms Pricing: Under $10 for mains, according to Urbanspoon What: Come And Get It Where: Toronto, ON Specialities: Poutine, salad and sandwiches — in a finite number of forms Pricing: From $7 to $9 What: Desserts Plus Where: Vaughn, ON Specialities: Italian buffet and wood-oven pizza Pricing: Approximately $10 for plates of pasta What: Di Rienzo's Where: Ottawa, ON Specialities: Sandwiches (like eggplant parmesan) and Italian groceries Pricing: Entrees from $10, according to Urbanspoon What: Don Don Izakaya Where: Toronto, ON Specialities: Tapas-style Japanese food, including fun takes on tradition like skewered meats and wasabi-flavoured seaweed chips Pricing: Items start at $3 What: Drift Truck Where: Edmonton, AB Specialities: Perfect-for-lunchtime sandwiches and soups Pricing: Maxes out at $7.50 for a sandwich What: Edgar Where: Gatineau, QC Specialities: Sandwiches and baked goodies Pricing: Under $10 per entree, according to Urbanspoon What: Fairmount Bagel Where: Montreal, QC Specialities: Montreal bagels, of course! Pricing: Around $0.80 per bagel What: Falafel Place Where: Winnipeg, MB Specialities: Fresh, hot falafel (even with eggs, as pictured here) Pricing: Approximately $10 per entree What: Favorite Ice Cream Shoppe Where: Calgary, AB Specialities: Custom ice cream cakes (and many flavours of ice cream) Pricing: Cakes from $28 What: Five Guys Burgers And Fries Where: Calgary, AB (Heritage Meadows location) Specialities: Burgers and fresh-cut fries Pricing: $5 to $10, according to YYCsbesteats.com What: Golden Bell Saigon Where: Calgary, AB Specialities: Vietnamese subs and Thai grill Pricing: A huge menu, with dishes ranging from $6 to $14 What: Grand Electric Where: Toronto, ON Specialities: Tacos and spectacular cocktails Pricing: Tacos are $3 each, or 3 for $10, while specials of the day are usually around $12 What: Guu Otokomae Where: Vancouver, BC Specialities: Japanese tapas, with a particular love for fried foods Pricing: Ranging from $3 to $11.20 per item What: Hawker's Delight Where: Vancouver, BC Specialities: Malaysian and Indonesian food, like laksa and nasi goreng Pricing: Ranging from $4.75 to $6.75 per dish What: Hernande'z Cocina Where: Victoria, BC (Yates St. location) Specialities: Homemade Latin American food Pricing: Ranging from $3.50 to $8.95 What: Hintonburger Where: Ottawa, ON Specialities: Local special burgers (like the Armstrong) and hot dogs Pricing: Take the cue from this: $5 burgers and $3.75 hot dogs What: Holy Grill Where: Calgary, AB Specialities: Breakfast and lunch, with a serious love for sweet potato fries — as pictured, a custom brunch burger accompanied by those yummy fries Pricing: Nothing on the menu is over $12 — and that's for the version of the eggs Benedict What: Holysmoke BBQ Where: Calgary, AB (southeast location) Specialities: "Brisket, ribs, pulled pork, house made sauces and more" Pricing: Get your small pulled pork sandwich for the very reasonable $5.49 What: Japadog Where: Vancouver, BC (Burrard and Smithe St location) Specialities: Hot dogs with Japanese toppings, like the Yakisoba (Japanese noodles) Pricing: Approximately $6 to $9 per dog What: Jelly Modern Doughnuts Where: Calgary, AB Specialities: Gourmet dougnuts Pricing: A single (seriously topped up) doughnut starts at $2.45 What: Jethro's Fine Grub Where: Vancouver, BC Specialities: Breakfasts (and all-day meals) with eggs Pricing: Under $10 per entree, according to Urbanspoon What: Johnny's Hamburgers Where: Toronto, ON Specialities: Cheeseburgers and milkshakes Pricing: Less than $10 per entree, according to Urbanspoon What: Kawaii Crepe Where: Winnipeg, MB Specialities: Both sweet and savoury crepes of every form Pricing: Approximately $6 to $8 per crepe What: Kettleman's Bagels Where: Ottawa, ON Specialities: Montreal-style bagels Pricing: $8 for a dozen bagels What: Kintaro Ramen 金太郞 Where: Vancouver, BC Specialities: Delicious ramen Pricing: Soups between $7.95 and $10.95 What: La Banquise Where: Montreal, QC Specialities: So much poutine Pricing: $6.25 to $9.75 for small poutines, and other prices stick around there What: La Belle Patate Where: Canmore, AB, Vancouver, BC and Victoria, BC (all three were voted in!) Specialities: Quebecois cuisine, including poutine and Montreal smoked meat Pricing: Under $10 per entree, according to Urbanspoon What: La Bottega Where: Ottawa, ON Specialities: Deli sandwiches (and other lunchables and groceries) Pricing: A massive range What: La Grotta Del Formaggio Where: Vancouver, BC Specialities: Panini Pricing: From $4.50 to $11.50 What: Lao Thai Restaurant Where: Winnipeg, MB Specialities: Southeast Asian cuisine Pricing: According to commenters on Urbanspoon, all dishes are under $10 What: La Paryse Where: Montreal, QC — and sadly closing at the end of the month Specialities: Burgers and veggie burgers Pricing: Under $10 per entree, according to Urbanspoon What: La Taqueria Taco Shop Where: Vancouver, BC (Hastings location) Specialities: Authentic Mexican tacos Pricing: $2 to $2.50 per taco, $6 for quesadillas What: Latin Fiesta Where: Kelowna, BC Specialities: Mexican fast food Pricing: Under $10 per entree, according to Urbanspoon What: Mackay Pizza & Subs Where: Brampton, ON Specialities: Deep dish "Sicilian style" pizza, and interestingly, Jamaican patties Pricing: Deep dish pizzas start at $17.52. What: Meat & Bread Where: Vancouver, BC (Gastown location) Specialities: Sandwiches and soups Pricing: $4 soups, sandwiches going up to $9 What: Messini Authentic Gyros Where: Toronto, ON Specialities: Gyros, and plenty of other Greek food Pricing: The priciest item on the menu? "Greek surf and turf," with plenty of both, at $20.95 What: Milky Way Ice Cream Where: Regina, SK Specialities: Soft and hard ice cream, and a sprinkling of other diner favourites Pricing: Under $10 per entree, according to Urbanspoon What: Miura Waffle Milk Bar Where: Vancouver, BC Specialities: Everything belongs on a waffle, like the wasabi salmon sandwich, which includes soy-cured salmon, herbs, lettuce and wasabi ranch dressing — on a waffle Pricing: From $4.99 to $8.49 What: Mom's Grilled Cheese Truck Where: Vancouver, BC Specialities: A variety of grilled cheeses, including ones with meatloaf or hot peppers (depending on the day) Pricing: Approximately $8.50 per sandwich What: Motomachi Shokudo 元町食堂 Where: Vancouver, BC Specialities: Huge bowls of ramen Pricing: $15, including tax and tip, according to one Urbanspoon commenter What: Original George's Burgers & Subs Where: Winnipeg, MB Specialities: Diner food to the max Pricing: Burgers between $5 to $7 What: Peppino's Where: Calgary, AB Specialities: Gourmet Italian goodies Pricing: Sandwiches from $7.50 to $9.50. What: Peters' Drive-In Where: Calgary, AB Specialities: Flame-broiled burgers Pricing: Let's put it this way — the most expensive item on the menu is large fries at $7, and a single burger costs $3.30. What: Pho Huong Viet Where: Calgary, AB Specialities: Vietnamese cuisine, including banh mi subs and bun. Pricing: Almost every dish is under $10, with the priciest item ("super combo four") maxing out at $12.50. What: Pig BBQ Joint Where: Victoria, BC Specialities: Bacon, bacon, and then some woven bacon Pricing: Mains range from $10 to $15 What: Porchetta & Co Where: Toronto, ON Specialities: Porchetta sandwiches, of course (the breakfast option is shown here), with the occasional journey into lobster rolls Pricing: From $6.45 to $9.95 What: Prince Albert's Where: London, ON Specialities: Diner food, with particularly beloved milkshakes, garlic chicken burritos and the Wally burger (pictured) Pricing: Under $10 per entree, according to Urbanspoon What: Puerto Vallarta Amigos Where: Victoria, BC Specialities: Casual Mexican food Pricing: From $5.50 tostadas to a $13.25 fish platter What: Raj Palace Where: Calgary, AB (northwest location) Specialities: South Indian food. Pricing: $13.95 is the average price for most main courses. What: Real McCoy Burgers & Pizza Where: Toronto, ON Specialities: Mmmm ... pizza Pricing: Hot dogs are $3, burgers are around $8. What: Red Pagoda Where: Vancouver, BC Specialities: Vietnamese eats, including pho and dry ribs (pictured here) Pricing: Between $2.75 to $10.75 per item What: Rotisserie Romados Where: Montreal, QC Specialities: Delicious rotisserie goods, like 1/4 chicken dinners and churrasco Pricing: Under $10 per entree, according to Urbanspoon What: St-Viateur Bagel Where: Montreal, QC Specialities: Montreal-style bagels Pricing: From $7 for a dozen sesame seed bagels (or $0.65 for a single one) What: Salad King Where: Toronto, ON Specialities: Thai food that lets you pick your spice level, depending on how adventurous you are Pricing: From $3.50 to $9.75 What: Sargent Sundae Where: Winnipeg, MB Specialities: A whole lotta ice cream Pricing: From $2 and up What: Save On Meats Where: Vancouver, BC Specialities: Butchery, diner style Pricing: Dinner mains are priced from $8.75 to $14.45 What: Smashburger Where: Calgary, AB (northeast location) Specialities: What else? Giant burgers. Pricing: $5.24 is the starting price for the "make your own" burger, but most are closer to the $7 range. What: Soirette Macarons & Tea Where: Vancouver, BC Specialities: What else? Delicate macarons Pricing: $11.50 for a box of 6 What: Stella Luna Gelato Cafe Where: Ottawa, ON Specialities: Gelato in a huge range of flavours Pricing: Approximately $3.75 What: Stepho's Souvlaki Greek Taverna Where: Vancouver, BC Specialities: Greek and Mediterranean cuisine Pricing: Everything lies around the $11 range What: Square-Boy Drive-In Where: Toronto, ON Specialities: Diner goods Pricing: As one Urbanspoon fan wrote, "a dinner for $5.65!" What: Sushi California Where: Coquitlam, BC Specialities: The double spicy tuna roll (pictured) Pricing: Nigiri sushi at $1 and maki rolls for as little as $1.95 What: Sushi Nanaimo Where: Vancouver, BC Specialities: Lots of maki, lots of nigiri (with a real love for salmon) Pricing: Maki runs from $1.95 to $6.95; combos are around $9 What: SuzyQ Where: Ottawa, ON Specialities: Gourmet doughnuts, like Maple Bacon (pictured), London Fog and Pumpkin Pie Pricing: $2 each, or 6 for $10 What: Swiss Donair Where: Edmonton, AB Specialities: Every sort of donair imaginable (which are similar to shwarmas or kebobs) Pricing: From around $4 to $7.50, though a large donair poutine will run you $13.50 What: Tacos El Asador Where: Toronto, ON Specialities: Soft tacos, pupusas and other El Salvadorian fare Pricing: From $2 to $5 for any of the main items What: The Burger Joint Where: Edmonton, AB Specialities: Crazy customizable burgers Pricing: Under $10 per entree, according to Urbanspoon What: The Burger's Priest Where: Toronto, ON Specialities: Burgers with insane topping, like the Tower of Babel (shown here), which features a grilled cheese bun, lettuce, tomatoes, onions, cheese, two beef patties, two deep-fried portobello mushroom caps stuffed with cheese — and served with fries Pricing: From $5.29 for the basic cheeseburger up to $14-plus What: The Famous Warehouse Where: Vancouver, BC Specialities: Diner classics Pricing: All food on the menu is $4.95. Yes, all of it. What: The Glamorgan Bakery Where: Calgary, AB Specialities: Cheese buns! Pricing: $0.95 for a regular cheese bun — did someone say breakfast? What: The Mon Cafe Where: Montreal, QC Specialities: A coffee shop with a penchant for panini Pricing: Under $10 per entree, according to Urbanspoon What: Thien Vietnam Where: Saskatoon, SK Specialities: A fusion of Asian cuisines, including Vietnamese, Thai and Chinese Pricing: Under $10 per entree, according to Urbanspoon What: Thierry Chocolaterie Where: Vancouver, BC Specialities: So many pastries ... so much chocolate Pricing: $1.95 per macaron What: Thuan Kieu Where: London, ON Specialities: Every kind of Vietnamese speciality imaginable Pricing: Dishes range from $3.50 to $12.95 What: Tubby Dog Where: Calgary, AB Specialities: Hot dogs with more on them than you'd ever wished for — for example, the Red Baron, shown here, with bratwurst, grainy mustard, sauteed onions, sauerkraut and curry ketchup. Pricing: The Red Baron goes for $10, but the regular menu starts at $7. What: Tutti Frutti Yogurt Where: Edmonton, AB (Whyte Avenue) Specialities: Frozen yogurt with toppings Pricing: Under $10 per dish, according to Urbanspoon What: Viet Sub Vietnamese Cuisine Where: Vancouver, BC Specialities: Dedicated to banh mi Pricing: From $3.25 to $4.25 per sub. Yes, really. What: VJ's Drive Inn Where: Winnipeg, MB Specialities: Burgers, cheeseburgers and more Pricing: From $7 to $10 What: Yann Haute Patisserie Where: Calgary, AB Specialities: Macarons for every season Pricing: Gourmet cakes starting from $36 What: Yip Hong Dim Sung Where: Saskatoon, SK Specialities: Dumplings galore! Pricing: Under $10 per entree, according to Urbanspoon  Share  Tweet  ✖ Advertisement Share this ✖ close Current Slide More: Beavertail Canadian Embassy Presidential Inauguration Canada Beavertail Obamatail Beavertail at Inauguration Beavertails Ottawa Canadian Food Obamatail Beavertail Pastry Beavertails Food in Canada Beavertail Washington Suggest a correction Around the Web ObamaTails Revisited ... Pennsylvania Avenue Here We Come! BeaverTails - Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia What Is a BeaverTail? An ObamaTail? | Serious Eats Canadian embassy in Washington to dish out ObamaTails on ... BeaverTail heads to DC for Obama inauguration ObamaTails back on menu Canadian embassy to toast Obama with inauguration tailgate   Click here to view Conversations Conversations Most Popular 100 Pumpkin Carvings That Will Inspire You Pinterest Fried Maple Leaves Are A Delicacy In Japan, And We're Jealous Lens On Japan WATCH: HuffPost Readers School Us On Toronto's Real Must-Eats CookiesandTomatoes.com Toronto Dubbed Fourth Most Livable City In The World Getty Images One Of The World's 'Most Romantic Cities' Is Right Here In Canada Getty Images 33 Signs You Live In Liberty Village FLICKR: CARLOS PACHECO 8 Co-Workers You Really Don't Want To Deal With Creatas Images via Getty Images 30 Halloween Costumes For Kids That Are Too Cute For Words Pinterest 30 Cute Costumes For Pets That Will Make You Want More Pets Etsy Where to Find The Best Cheap Eats In Canada Guu 'Healthy' Cereals Ranked By How Much Sugar They Have Kellogs/Kashi/General Mills Fight Acne With.. Grapes? Jim Delillo via Getty Images 8 Nuit Blanche Displays With Powerful Messages Twitter 20 Pumpkin Pie Ideas That Will Improve Your Thanksgiving Menu HP FOLLOW HUFFPOST Email Email Address Options HuffPost Daily Brief Living Get top stories and blog posts emailed to me each day.. Facebook HuffPost Living Twitter HuffPost Follow Living Follow Google Plus HuffPost Living RSS The Huffington Post Living All RSS / Feeds Phone Available on the App Store Android App on Google Play Get it at Blackberry App World Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search advertise log in make HuffPost your home page RSS careers FAQ user agreement privacy policy comment policy about us about our ads contact us Copyright ©2014 TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. "The Huffington Post" is a registered trademark of TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. All rights reserved. Part of AOL Lifestyle Use this form to alert a HuffPost editor about a factual or typographical error in this story. Notify message * Required * * * What kind of error is this? Choose an option Factual or typographical Comment moderation problem Rights and permissions Other * What is the correction? 0 count Describe the error here (1,000 character limit) * Type the words below so we know you are not a cyborg Sign me up for The Huffington Post's Daily Brief Thank you!)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8110,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 7, May/June 2005 Literacy + Learning = Hope & Success: What every student deserves by Donna Kozak When travelling through airports, I am drawn to the bookstores as a respite from pre-travel anxiety, destination jitters, or boredom. In words, new-book smells, catchy titles, and colourful cover designs, I find a buffet of sensual opportunity. It’s all about the potential of a new world, courtesy of someone else’s written words, which I can decode, understand, learn from, and be entertained by. A quotation on the wall of one bookstore caught my attention: "Where is human nature so weak as in the bookstore?" (Henry Ward Beecher 1813–1837) I was struck with the realization that my adolescent literacy learners risk never experiencing the enjoyment of circling a bookstore, allowing the senses to run free, in the company of the many voices and stories. The simple experience of bookstore wandering reminded me of the reality of not being a reader and of how much learning has been missed through the lack of interaction with print by the time adolescence rolls around. Being print literate is more than just a practical survival skill; it is also the gift of passion and possibility, where transforming thoughts into lovely prose, ideas into information, and ramblings into magic for another’s enjoyment is a powerful key to success and survival. When I try to walk in the heavy shoes of my students, who after years of exposure to the written code are still foreigners in a foreign land, where their mother tongue is accessible to them only through speech, and words they try to speak in print remain elusive, I feel a claustrophobic angst. As each day of their school life passes, the compounding accumulation of learning deficits is the equivalent of seven or eight years of not practising the skills of reading, not engaging in learning through print, not expressing ideas through print, not learning through print at all. A lifetime of illiteracy—with all the pitfalls, disadvantages, and lost opportunities that come with inaccessibility to print—has begun. After years of interacting with a confusion of symbols, non-readers’ motivation, self-belief, and spirits are badly bruised. Repeated failure at what appears to be a basic human task decides their membership in the club of academic have-nots. In their 2004 book, I Want To Read, Booth, Green, and Booth talk about what it means to journey through the school experience without learning how to read: "Non-readers tell us stories of punishment and pain, where books never metamorphosed into friendly objects, where worksheets and controlled readers caused reading worlds to turn into dark, unfriendly places... Learning to read and write is a constructive process, and emotional connections control what can happen. A sense of despair can inhibit or even prohibit literacy growth... Students know their failures in comprehending and composing text; they live with failure every day in subject areas. Some have spent a dozen years hiding their incompetencies, acting as if reading and writing don’t matter, missing class, not completing assignments. They feel like failures, and so they behave like failures because they can’t read. They become disinterested or defeated." Non-reading adolescents arrive at our ARC program (Another Reading Chance) at Constable Neil Bruce Middle and Glenrosa Middle schools, in SD 23 (Central Okanagan), with extremely fragile and broken belief systems about what it means to be a student and a learner at school. They may have already given up on themselves as learners and on us as teachers. Giving them the basic tools to read is more than just a few lessons in phonological awareness and phonics; it is about overcoming their self-doubt and giving them a taste of hope and success. Hope gives us optimism, optimism allows us to risk-take, taking risks gives way to opportunity, opportunity propagates motivation, motivation lights the way to success, and with success comes new hope. Hope is definitely something every child is entitled to experience through learning, and hope is exactly what illiteracy erodes every day in the life of a student who cannot read. ARC, in its third year working with struggling adolescent literacy learners, has achieved exceptional results, proving that skills can be taught and learning and print can be made accessible to students whose learning deficits have been accommodated, but not addressed, for years. ARC can teach adolescents to read, but it cannot fill in the gaps of years of missed learning. ARC has proven that adolescents can find success with print and can overcome their feelings of despair and disappointment, but it cannot turn back time and make up for lost learning opportunities. ARC is not the best answer. It is reactive, takes enormous amounts of time, and is almost too late. Wouldn’t prevention make all our lives much easier and less painful? Prevention at least seven years before adolescence would be ideal. What does it mean for adolescents to have another chance at learning to read? It means having to accept that their school career thus far has been a continuous trying to catch up with their literate peers and experiencing school from the sidelines, never really being in the game. Another chance at reading means finally coming to terms with how far behind their peers they really are and accepting that the only way to close the gap is to start working at it now. It also means putting faith and trust in their capacity to surmount what seems insurmountable and also suspending their negative self-belief system in exchange for allowing themselves a second chance at learning to deal with print. For most of the students, another chance at reading allows them to experience the joy of decoding a word with more than five letters, finishing a simple book from cover to cover, laughing aloud when a connected thought is humorous, or expressing wonder when a question has been answered in print. Access to literacy for the adolescent struggling learner transforms the spirit and the mindset, building enough confidence to rekindle the light of hope. Once hope takes hold, doors open, detours are rerouted in minds, and the world is once again within reach. Literacy is more than just learning to read and write; it is having the power through confidence to engage in learning and to become responsible for making that learning one’s own. What is more fundamental than the right of all children to command a range of skills complex enough to contribute to the shaping of their world or perhaps simply to experience the pleasure of wandering through a bookstore? Donna Kozak is a district literacy teacher at two middle schools in Kelowna. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=26873,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > April 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 6, April 2012   Support from Mexico  Translation of a message that some Mexican teachers carrying banners in support of the BCTF took to the Canadian Embassy on March 6, 2012.  Why do we support the BCTF?   We have sent letters of solidarity, we have educated our members about the struggle of the teachers of the BCTF, and we are demonstrating in their support outside the Canadian embassy in Mexico City, because our common work in the Tri-national Coalition to Defend Public Education and the IDEA Network has made us sister organizations. We feel this attack on the teachers of BC as if it were an attack on ourselves. These are not measures being imposed upon abstract entities or people, they are measures applied against colleagues who have names and whom we know—perhaps not all 40,000 BCTF members, but yes many hundreds of them with whom, over almost 20 years of collaboration, we have seen, conversed, laughed, and marched together. We also respond to the call for solidarity, because the BCTF is a union that not only has shown its solidarity on numerous occasions with the struggles of the teachers and students of Mexico, but it is also a union that builds links and generates processes that surpass borders. It is a union that strengthens and advances the international struggle for the right to education and for just societies. We come to Canada’s embassy in Mexico to draw the Canadian government’s attention to the backward step the government of the province of British Columbia is taking in a country that has traditionally enjoyed an international image of respecting the human, social, and labour rights of its own workers. Today, with the law the government of BC has introduced against teachers, it takes a huge step backward to a reactionary and primitive regime with conditions for labour, social, and democratic rights that are reminiscent of the 19th century. We have come as well, to express our outrage at this new round of attacks against democratic unions, this new offensive against social and labour rights. We wish to publicize this criminalization of the BC teachers’ struggle, in the guise of economic punishment. The criminalization of protest and the use of decrees as a way to impose the second wave of structural reforms aimed at privatizing education, has become a perverse new tactic in the arsenal of neoliberal governments to silence all legitimate forms of dissent. We are here to demonstrate our support and we will continue to do so, because we believe that the strike the BC Teachers’ Federation began yesterday, (March 5) is a strike for the dignity of the teaching profession. It’s not just about salaries, nor the sanctity of the collective contract, nor the right to strike. It is resistance to an attempt by the BC government to crush teachers’ rights. Finally, if you were to ask us why we take on these actions in solidarity with the teachers of BC, we would respond that it is out of love. Love for the fraternity, solidarity, and affection that we have cultivated together since 1993 as part of a growing international movement in defense of public education as a social right, as teachers committed to our children and youth, because we believe that only that way will we build societies that are not only more just, but also more happy.   Maria de la Luz Arriaga, organizer, Mexican Section of the Tri-national Coalition in Defense of Public Education   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141007,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/bcedplan/status/425714611309252608?screen_name=bcedplan&id=425714611309252608,BC's Education Plan on Twitter: ".@MommaYomma @_Cuddlefish_ #bccurric is not being implemented. Some schools developing materials for staff discussion etc though." Twitter Search query Search Twitter Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Language: English Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Have an account? Sign in New to Twitter? Join Today » Sign In Phone, email or username Password Sign in Remember me Forgot password? Already using Twitter via text message? Jacqueline ‏ @_Cuddlefish_ Jan 21 @MommaYomma @bcedplan if it is a trial then that's a completely different thing. And it will inform implementation. But it is controlled. Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Melanie A ‏ @MommaYomma Jan 21 @_Cuddlefish_ What do you mean by controlled? Very little direction on implementation from MoEd. And no monies. @bcedplan Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Jacqueline ‏ @_Cuddlefish_ Jan 21 @MommaYomma @bcedplan there you go. Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Melanie A ‏ @MommaYomma Jan 21 @_Cuddlefish_ Something interesting is that some are changing their assessment practice. Grading, etc. w/o waiting @bcedplan Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Jacqueline ‏ @_Cuddlefish_ Jan 21 @MommaYomma @bcedplan that's important. About time. But the new curriculum does not say anything about assessment. Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Melanie A ‏ @MommaYomma Jan 21 @_Cuddlefish_ Assessment is part of the changes though is it not? And that part isn't "complete" yet. @bcedplan Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Jacqueline ‏ @_Cuddlefish_ Jan 21 @MommaYomma @bcedplan the districts changing their grading policies are doing so independently of curriculum changes. Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Melanie A ‏ @MommaYomma Jan 21 @_Cuddlefish_ Off to bring kids to school. Need to get started early as my foot is broken. Uggh. Takes me awhile. Thx for chat. @bcedplan Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet BC's Education Plan ‏ @bcedplan Jan 21 As @_Cuddlefish_ points out, @MommaYomma, assessment is separate from #bccurric. See here for deets: http://ow.ly/sNWab  Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Melanie A ‏ @MommaYomma Jan 21 @bcedplan Any response on pieces of the curriculum redesign being implemented in some districts? @_Cuddlefish_ Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Follow Following Unfollow Blocked Unblock Pending Cancel BC's Education Plan ‏ @bcedplan Jan 21 . @MommaYomma @_Cuddlefish_ #bccurric is not being implemented. Some schools developing materials for staff discussion etc though. Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet 11:40 AM - 21 Jan 2014 Melanie A ‏ @MommaYomma Jan 21 @bcedplan interesting you are saying that. NOT what I've heard from several principals @_Cuddlefish_ Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Miss Evans ‏ @MsEvansTeacher Jan 27 @MommaYomma @bcedplan @_Cuddlefish_ From what I have read the new curric is essentially the older one with less wording and made broader Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Miss Evans ‏ @MsEvansTeacher Jan 27 @MommaYomma @bcedplan @_Cuddlefish_ if we are not trying parts of new curric w/ open minds now how will it improve it before publication? Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Jacqueline ‏ @_Cuddlefish_ Jan 27 @MsEvansTeacher I'm in favour of the changes, but I would like to see far more eg: less subject specific areas. @MommaYomma @bcedplan Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Melanie A ‏ @MommaYomma Jan 27 @_Cuddlefish_ Less subject specific? Explain. @MsEvansTeacher @bcedplan Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet BC's Education Plan ‏ @bcedplan Jan 27 @MommaYomma @_Cuddlefish_ @MsEvansTeacher may I suggest you share your thoughts with #bccurric? Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Jacqueline ‏ @_Cuddlefish_ Jan 27 @MommaYomma imagine meeting the learning outcomes via math & PE/math & cooking/math & science/math & socials etc @MsEvansTeacher @bcedplan Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Miss Evans ‏ @MsEvansTeacher Jan 27 @_Cuddlefish_ @MommaYomma @bcedplan I thought the point of the broadness was to allow more flexibility to do cross-curricular Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Jacqueline ‏ @_Cuddlefish_ Jan 27 @MsEvansTeacher the structure of the siloed curriculum and the school system makes impossible to implement. @MommaYomma @bcedplan Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Don’t miss any updates from BC's Education Plan © 2014 Twitter About Help Ads info Close Flag this media This has already been marked as containing sensitive content. Flag this as containing potentially illegal content. Submit Cancel Learn more about flagging media Dismiss Close Previous Next Close Go to a person's profile Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Close Retweet this to your followers? Cancel Retweet Close Are you sure you want to delete this Tweet? Cancel Delete Close Block Cancel Block Add a location to your Tweets When you tweet with a location, Twitter stores that location. You can switch location on/off before each Tweet and always have the option to delete your location history. Learn more Turn location on Not now Turn off location Close Profile summary Close Your lists Close Create a new list List name Description Under 100 characters, optional Privacy Public · Anyone can follow this list Private · Only you can access this list Save list Close Close Embed this Tweet Add this Tweet to your website by copying the code below. Learn more Hmm, there was a problem reaching the server. Try again? Include parent Tweet Include media Preview Close Sign up for Twitter Not on Twitter? Sign up, tune into the things you care about, and get updates as they happen. Have an account? Sign in » Close Two-way (sending and receiving) short codes: Country Code For customers of United States 40404 (any) Canada 21212 (any) United Kingdom 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM Haiti 40404 Digicel, Voila Ireland 51210 Vodafone, O2 India 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Indonesia 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » See SMS short codes for other countries Close Confirmation)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11342,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2001 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 14, Number 2, October 2001 New survey on how kids use the Internet In June 2001, the Media Awareness Network (MNet) released "Young Canadians In A Wired World," the most comprehensive survey to date on what Canadian kids are doing online. The cross-Canada survey, in the form of a written questionnaire, was administered by Environics Research Group in March 2001, to 5,682 students between the ages of 9 and 17. The survey is a follow-up to telephone research conducted last year with 1,100 Canadian parents about their kids’ Internet activities. Overall, the findings indicate that kids are way ahead of their parents—and alone—in their explorations of the Internet. Perhaps more important, the findings reveal a major discrepancy between parents’ views about how the Internet is used, and managed, in their homes, and what the kids think. The survey underlines the extent to which Canadian kids have integrated the Internet into their daily lives. Seventy-nine percent of kids say they access the Internet at home (48% for at least an hour a day). Fourteen percent say they use the Internet at school for at least an hour a day. Downloading music, e-mailing, and surfing for fun are the kids’ favourite activities, followed closely by downloading games, getting information (other than for school work), using instant messaging, and chatting. Homework (which parents rated at 66%) came in 9th as a preferred online activity, albeit at a healthy 38%. The three most popular sites, for respondents of all ages, are Hotmail (a free e-mail service), Yahoo (a multi-purpose portal that provides e-mail, chat, instant messaging, and a search engine) and Napster (a Web site where kids can go to download music). Parents’ main concern about the Internet is kids’ access to pornography and other inappropriate material. Over half the kids in this survey say they’ve ended up in a pornographic Web site accidentally while searching for something else, or by typing in the wrong address, clicking on a banner ad, or being sent a link by someone in a chat room or in instant messaging. Slightly less than a quarter of kids say they go to sexually explicit sites intentionally and another 40% (mainly boys) visit violent or gory Web sites. More than anything, it’s the interactive aspects of the Internet that have captured kids’ imaginations. Seventy-one percent of young people have an e-mail account and of these, 81% have a free e-mail account like Hotmail or Yahoo. Instant messaging (IM)—like ICQ or MSN Messenger is especially popular with young people. Use peaks with the 13- to 14-year-olds, 39% use IM every day or almost every day. Kids do not always know who they are talking to online. Most e-mail activity is with friends, but 45% of kids say they "often" or "sometimes" e-mail people they’ve met only on the Internet. Of the 56% of students who say they go into chat rooms, 72% participate in unmonitored chat rooms for teens and almost 60% say they at least sometimes go into private areas of chat rooms to talk to just one person. Kids are exploring the Internet largely without adult intervention. Eight in ten kids say they are alone online all or most of the time. Nearly seven in ten say their parents never sit with them while they surf the Net and over half say parents never check where they’ve been online. There’s a "disconnect" between how parents view their management of the Internet at home, and how kids see their parents’ involvement. Seventy-one percent of parents say they know quite a lot about the Web sites their child visits but only 45% of kids say this is so. Eight in ten parents tell us that they talk "a great deal" or "a fair bit" to their kids about their Internet activities but less than a quarter of kids are of the same opinion. A full 44% of the students say their parents don’t know about all their e-mail accounts! "What we’re seeing" says Jane Tallim, MNet’s Internet specialist, "is a parent generation that values the Internet as an educational tool and who think they’re in touch with their kids’ Internet activities, and a younger generation who consider the Internet their own world, separate from their parents’ reach and knowledge." Over half the kids think they know more about the Internet than their parents, and nearly a quarter have put up their own Web sites. In spite of their technical abilities, many show a certain naiveté about online communication and information. The majority of kids who host their own sites are willing to disclose their e-mail addresses on these sites and 39% believe "all" or "almost all" of what they find on the Net. "It’s hard keeping up with the kids," says Anne Taylor, MNet’s co-director, "but we have to remember that they need our involvement now more than ever. There’s a lot of savvy required for the Net. Kids may have the technical know-how but they also need good information and critical thinking skills in order to be safe and discriminating consumers of Internet content and interactivity." The second half of the Young Canadians In A Wired World findings, about safety, privacy, marketing to kids and online student behaviour, will be included in our next issue. For more information on the data cited in this article go to www.media-awareness.ca/eng/webaware/netsurvey/index.htm. The Media Awareness Network (MNet) is a not-for-profit education organization whose mandate is to support and encourage media and information literacy in Canadian homes, schools, and communities. MNet hosts a large Web site with K–12 resources (www.media-awareness.ca) and it licenses professional development workshops for teachers to raise awareness about Internet issues that are emerging as children and young people go online. Among MNet’s members are the CTF, 13 provincial teachers associations and the Canadian Home and School Federation. To contact MNet write to info@media-awareness.ca  MNet is sponsored by Bell Canada, Rogers@Home, CanWest Global, BCE, CTV, CHUM Television, A & E Television Networks, AOL Canada, and the Government of Canada. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141006,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2014/09/tentative-agreement-yes-or-no.html?showComment0751411019820085,Staffroom Confidential: Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, September 16, 2014 Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Despite what I know was a herculean effort on the part of our bargaining team, I very much hope that BC teachers will vote no to the tentative agreement. After five weeks of strike, and twelve years of legal battles, this is not the deal that will restore sanity to public education and it is not a fair deal for teachers and students. Just as teachers in Saskatchewan rejected a deal to ensure a better outcome, I hope BC teachers will consider a no vote to let our team know we have to go back to the bargaining table. Class size, composition The agreement provided a modified LIF fund starting at $75 million per year and increasing to $85 by the last year. It is for teachers only, which will mean a slight improvement in Districts where sizeable portions were spent on Education Assistants or senior District staff rather than teachers. However, in an average size District like Victoria (20,000 students, 1,000 teachers), this will translate into about 5-10 more teachers. That is one for every five schools. To put it in comparison, Justice Griffin's judgement estimated the lost funding due to lost class size language at about $330 million in current dollars. (Read more here about the proposed Education Fund.) I heard so many teachers speak up about the need to ensure that we do not return to over-crowded classes when the strike ends. This agreement does very little to alleviate what is the most pressing issue. Throwing away the court victory The agreement provides a "reopener" in the event we win on appeal our class size language. What this means is that the language returns, but is not implemented until new language is negotiated. Without the actual implementation of the returned language, there will be very little incentive for the government to bargain it back. We would essentially be back in the very same position we are in today, with government trying to bargain it out and us trying to bargain it back in. In my opinion, even if we were legislated back to work we would be in a superior position. If we won the appeal the government would then be forced to implement the language. We are thus throwing away our historic court victory and the bargaining pressure it potentially creates. The reopener is really only mildly less offensive than E80. In both cases, we have to bargain back what was illegally taken from our contract and the government will probably never have to restore it. In fact, the "reopener" creates the perfect opportunity for government to lock us out to try and force us to agree to something far inferior. Throwing away the remedy for the last twelve years The agreement provides $105 million to compensate for grievances over-sized classes for the last twelve years. Using Justice Griffin's estimates, our loss is roughly $300 million times 12 = over $3 billion. I cannot fathom how $105 million is a fair compromise. The BCTF's original proposal to put this money back into the system was a more fair and productive approach. This agreement means we can no longer go to the courts for a fair remedy. Wages The agreement is very close to government's original offer. While I would be willing to accept this if the class size language was returned, teachers should not be taking such a significant monetary loss without the commensurate gain in working conditions. We have lost roughly 12% of our annual salary. We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut. Minimal improvements There are very minimal improvements in preparation time for elementary teachers (10 minutes per week), and TTOC daily rate. The TTOC daily rate change may depend on your grid placement. It could actually be a wage loss for long term TTOCs who are above category 5 and step 7. There is also $11 million in health and dental benefits. At 40,000 members, this is $275 each. Hardly worth consideration in the context of the rest of the agreement. What next? There are a variety of options if we vote no. We can continue the strike. We can choose to return to work and continue bargaining. We do not, and should not, accept an agreement that doesn't meet our needs and doesn't meet the needs of students and public education. When Saskatchewan teachers rejected the first deal which had 5.5% wage increases over four years, the second deal had 7.3% increases over four years. They have said this still isn't good enough. For us, our main issue is classroom conditions. We need to say this isn't good enough. The way to do that is to vote no. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 7:48 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 124 comments: Troy MooreSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:17 PM The EC recommendation states the open clause will be argued from restored language. However, selling our grievances for nothing as the 105 million is strike savings, is plenty of reason to vote no. Further, no composition caps, but a fund controlled by Superintendents is enough reason to vote no. Thursday I will vote no.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:06 PM Re-opener also says "education fund" in place until new language bargained, so old language can disappear forever.Delete Reply Mme RousseauSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:33 PM Government starved us to death hoping we'd vote yes to whatever deal they'd offer. Planned it from the start.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:07 PM We can sill choose (collectively) to return to work if we reject this deal. Many options.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:09 PM Great analysis, Tara! I think that returning to work would be a bad idea. This will frustrate parents more if they need to find new ways to deal with taking care fo kids. USe the money given to you by the other unions. I am a teacher who had to quit for stress over the terrible condition of work (split FI grade 4/5, several low LD kids with little support, one severe with no support, 2 gifted (no support), and a principal who expected me to teach 2 separate social studies AND science programs)Delete Reply Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:56 PM Good points by all but the gov't succeeded in starving my family out and completly breaking us. I will be voting YES and live to fight another dayReplyDelete Replies schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:21 PM 'Fight another day'? In the last twelve years that we have been pushing back against this government, never has the tide tide been so much with teachers, class size/composition, and public education - and never has the government been pushed back onto the ropes (especially with the call for binding arbitration). What 'other day' is being proposed that we wait for? Now is the time. Vote 'no' and give the BCTF bargaining team a renewed mandate to get a decent deal for students and teachers.Delete Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:10 PM "Another day" means to wake up and realize that 2more weeks means my family of 5 could lose our home. It means I will do all I can to recall Cc, Factbender, and other mla's, and maybe even having "a guy I know" have a chat with them. In year 1 of their reign, I don't believe they even know what "the ropes" are. I will vote YES ...for my family, and I can live with thatDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:12 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply Karen FergusonSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:03 PM Just a question: When the Saskatchewan teachers voted no, had they already been on strike for 5 weeks?ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM No. They are working with no contract. They are not on strike.Delete Shannon DavisSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:23 AM I am a Saskatchewan teacher. We are not on strike; we are currently in the conciliation process after voting "no" to 2 previous offersDelete Reply "Mama Rose"September 16, 2014 at 9:27 PM Can we truly return to work without agreeing and continue bargaining? When I suggested returning to work a few weeks ago, the answer was "being on strike puts pressure on the gov't and without pressure they have no reason to settle." And can you explain more how legislating us back would be better than agreeing to this deal? And finally, why would the BCTF executive put forward a deal that was not a good one?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:30 PM Because they need confirmation of the resolve of the membership to get something better. That is what a no vote does.Delete Reply Troylana MSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:28 PM some great points to ponder, tara......thinking thinking....ReplyDelete schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:43 PM If we vote 'no' to the tentative deal we still have options: We'd not have a contract. But we could... a) strike with full picket lines b) partially strike with phase 1 (work-to-rule) in schools c) partially strike with periodic/rotating job action d) continue negotiating e) return to work and re-escalate strike f) some/all of the above ReplyDelete Replies Caroline MackenzieSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:21 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:14 PM a) will expedite matters (I say less that 3 days)Delete Reply danabjornsonSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:05 PM I am thinking that a legislated, crappier contract would only be in effect for 2 years max (before elections...). If we take this offer, then we will be agreeing to this pseudo-E80. Should we win the court case (which we likely will), we will have to settle on the terms of the THIS negotiated contract which doesn't actually restore learning conditions; it simply allows for those conditions to be negotiated. If we say n, then we default to the 2002 contract, which DOES restore the language. A "yes" vote is saying that we are good on "crumbs"; a "no" vote is saying we want an actual meal. That's my understanding, anyway. Please correct me where I am wrong, Tara. :)ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:44 PM And word is IF they legislate, they could opt to legislate back Grade 10-12 only causing the union to have to lay off all teachers and re-hire based on seniority. That will tear the union at the seams pitting teacher against teacher for those positions. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:17 PM There will be a general strike if that were to happen! They better not do this. They will regret it.Delete Reply imaginefunlearningSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:09 PM Some good points on the background of our fight over the past 12 years, which I have been actively engaged in; however we need to recognize the climate we are in. We are not in Sask. people! We have just come through a very long summer!! We need to thank our @bctf bargaining team & recognize the toll this has taken on all of us & our families. I don't have the luxury of more time on the strike line. This may be as good as it gets. Let's read the agreement and consider getting back to work and making some $ again! That's my 2 cents worth, which would come in really handy right now!!!ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:18 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply RobSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:11 PM Go back in work to rule mode. Work this winter to recall every Liberal MLA. ThAt is the only way to apply pressure to these criminals. ReplyDelete Replies Kate RestonSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:03 PM Recall! Not sure who won the battle but the war is still onDelete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:14 AM Well said Kate... I agree 100%Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:20 PM I think say NO and a better deal will be done in less than 3 days. These guys are not criminals, they are lower than that. I bet they get a sick pleasure in hurting the kids and the teachers.Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:31 PM An official recall is in the works: https://www.facebook.com/groups/316129595235450/?fref=ts Please consider joining.Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:26 AM Leah - do you honestly think anyone who voted BC Liberal did so thinking that they would act any differently on the education file?Delete Reply JJSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:16 PM I am glad to see other members who share my views. I am outraged at a 1.2 percent "raise" in salary per year that doesn't even meet inflation of currently 2%. I feel used and abused.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:23 PM Not to mention all of the other pittance! I am actually surprised that Iker asked teachers to vote on this! Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:18 PM Hi Tara Thanks for the summary! Will we be able to vote NO to the deal, but vote YES to returning to work? Will there be three options when we vote Thursday? Why did the BCTF agree to a substandard deal for us? If we vote no to a deal that was recommended to us, the teachers look like the bad guys and public approval will plummet. I am very disappointed and frustratedReplyDelete Replies KataSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:12 AM Public approval will not necessarily plummet. I have seen strikes where the membership has voted against the executive's "best results to date", and ended up with a better offer. This offer is an insult. The $300 million will not bring funding to the national average (I believe). More importantly, the wage offer is half of the average wage increase for public and private workers (StatsCan). Delete Reply MontySeptember 16, 2014 at 10:19 PM Thank you, Tara. My thoughts too, more clearly expressed. As well, Thursday is too soon to vote, too soon to vote, too soon to vote........ReplyDelete Richard ChalkeSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:21 PM Vote no and lose every shred of public support...just sayin!ReplyDelete Replies UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:31 AM I am a member of the public and would support a "no" vote. js!.Delete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:01 AM Richard Chalke, NO you won't! I am a mother with 3 adopted special needs children who need to be in a class that is designed for them and others like them (my kids are academically slightly delayed but their issues are more social and behavioural) where they can receive the education they deserve taught in a way they can comprehend. I will speak now for all the parents I know, and we will support the teacher's if they continue to fight for our children's best interest.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:28 PM It might not be pretty at first, but once we explain things (and I hope the Mandarin-speaking teachers flood the Richmond organization that voiced their concerns), they will back us. The 3 billions that the judge came to is the first I hear about. This should be stated to every newsmedia comment section in the province. Minimize pickets and flood those outlets with commenters, just like the Liberals do. Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:45 PM I am a member of the public and a single Mother of a child in the public school system. You will NOT lose one bit of my support if you vote no. I know that you are sacrificing so that my child can have a better education, and I am most grateful for it. Having said that, I also know that you are exhausted and broke. I have been dreading that you may have to settle for less than what you (we) deserve because the government succeeded in breaking you. I am not in your shoes, so cannot judge. If the vote is a yes, I understand and I am still behind you. Delete Reply Alison RocheSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:25 PM It is a crap deal. It's always a crap deal. Once you raise the stakes to striking, anything else is a cave in. The last time we walked out was the 3 day illegal strike where I threw away 1200$ and got EXACTLY the same contract I had the year before. The BCTF called it a win because they didn't rip up MORE of my contract. Ridiculous. There are a few of us that believe that working to contract, doing 100% of your teaching job and nothing more (like paying for supplies out of your own pocket or EC) is the only way teachers will survive this government. What if they get re-elected again? Then what? Teachers have lost thousands to these clowns to make "statements" about the state of public education in this province. We can't keep sacrificing ourselves and our families. And in the meantime, you talk to parents about why you have to take this crappy road. Because up until this strike they mostly didn't care about the state of education, but god forbid you didn't run a Sports Day. Then suddenly they wanted to know what the hell was going on. Keep the conversation going in schools. Attend your PAC meetings and stop enabling this govt to underfund and overwork the system. And still get paid!ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:20 AM I am very excited at the prospect of returning to my beloved job on Friday. However I will NOT continue to put my personal money into my classroom and I will be seriously reconsidering my involvement in extra curriculars. I think we shoot ourselves in the foot with all the unpaid work we so willingly volunteer to do. Delete Reply FCSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:38 PM I heard a rumour last week from a loose lipped government insider that after the 22nd, depending on the outcome of the negotiations the Liberals were going to announce a 3 step process. I was not clear if this was based on 3 steps to resolve the strike (perhaps the 3rd step is legislation??) or 3 steps to overhaul the education system, either way, they will settle it outright. I wish you all luck and all the information that you need to make a sound decision of what you feel is best.ReplyDelete Replies Lisa BurrowsSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:53 PM I have heard similar rumours. On the 23rd, the gov. was planning on introducing a $6000 per year voucher system for 3 choices: an academic or trades program, or something called EducationCanada. Not clear whether their intention was to privatize the public system, de-certify teachers and hire them back under new wage/benefits. Not clear where these rumours originated from. Maybe fear tactics to get teachers to vote yes. In any event, I plan on voting yes. I signed up to be a teacher, not a martyr. This strike has cost us a lot. We need to regain our livelihood and hopefully continue the conversation about class composition. We have at least awakened many people to the issue, and the court case is still an avenue that could eventually improve teaching and learning conditions.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:33 PM I urge all teachers to fight and say NO to this deal. Retired teacher who had to retire because horrendous work conditions. Make me proud. They will not last long if you say NO! I know this is tough, but there is money and I hear that Van City does offer loan at low to 0 %. Banks do allow you to miss a mortgage payment. Go talki to your banker.Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM Will school districts require teachers to make up missed days, as suggested in the media? Will the school calendar be changing to make up for the missed three weeks and if so will we be made aware of those changes PRIOR to the vote? ReplyDelete KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:41 PM "Wages..... We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut." And that is the cost of going on strike!!! There is nothing that can be done about that. You cannot go on strike and put up the raise you want every week to compensate for your time on strike - it doesn't work that way.ReplyDelete Replies Drew StevensonSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:59 AM I believe the missing "..." Suggests that they meant to refer to the losses against inflation since the last wage step increase. Thus this contract does not allow us to recover the buying power lost to inflation since the last non contract or "0%" year. Add those up and compare against the proposed increase and you see that by the end of the contract, we won't be able to afford the same value of goods (loaves of bread, watts of energy, litres of gas) that we could at the end of the last contracts term. It was not a comment about wages that were lost in the strike. Those are really small potatoes when compared to the grinding power of inflation over years and years. The next contract will use this latest for a bench mark so these losses to inflation will grind at all teachers for as long as they teach. A death of a thousand cuts to our ability to afford basic goods and services. Any raise less than inflation is a cut to the value placed on us and on our ability to pay our bills. Delete Reply Ed SSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:09 PM Having lost $20,000 (including summer school wages) as the single income for a family of five is far too much; I will be voting YES to the deal, unless the independently wealthy teachers out there who wish to continue the strike will pay my bills and mortgage for me.ReplyDelete Replies Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:14 PM I feel ya. Yes for meDelete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:18 AM Ed S. With all due respect (and I mean that), how did you lose $20,000 in the strike? Teachers were out 2 weeks (all out) before they were supposed to be in June, and now 3 weeks for the start of school? It is my understanding that teachers don't get paid through the summer months. Please correct me if I'm wrong, wherever I'm wrong. Shouldn't you have been financially alright for the summer months at least? Also all teachers knew this strike had a possibility of extending into the new school year but no one teacher budgeted for this possibility? I'm truly just trying to get a clear picture of where this all stems. NO disrespect intended.Delete BlairSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:12 AM Kelly, not Ed but if you look at the numbers there was the 10% lockout haircut in May/June plus the loss of most of June and the loss of much of September. In our 1 teacher (1 non) household we calculated a $9 K - $10 K loss so far. If you add summer school earnings you can easily make the loss in the $20 k zone. As for budgeting, we budget for the summer, but did not expect the 10% haircut, nor the loss of June/Sept days which completely messed our budgeting calculations. A very good friend (single teaching mother) was crushed by the loss of the June income and is without a penny today.Delete Mr. SmoothSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:35 PM The only one who didn't get a haircut was Jim Iker... and he needs one more than anyone else. What's with that over-coiffed 70"s mullet Jim? Does wonders for the BCTF brand image!Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:55 PM Jim's hair is not open for discussion in a respectful space like this. As for his salary, he is a teacher who does not get paid when we are on strike.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:04 PM Totally agree!Delete Reply Mr. GSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:24 PM If I thought they could do any better I would agree with voting NO, but you have to be realistic. The BCTF does not use professionals to bargain and always ends up with much less than they promise the membership when asking for a strike vote. While this is not a great deal for teachers, I really think you're fooling yourself if you think it'll get any better.ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:02 AM BCTF needs to be replaced with younger more adept representatives and advocates. Also, we should be hiring professional contract negotiators - you don't go into battle with cut throat corporate types with a wooden knife. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:37 PM This is BAD deal! Say NO to it and show those (expletives) that we will not take it anymore! Come on! Show them that teachers have a spine! They will respect us, oddly!Delete Reply retaSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:51 PM I agree with Richard. Those in the public that are uniformed would be furious, and there are many teachers who just can't afford to use their wages as their voice any longer - too much has already been donated to the government. In my opinion, the deal is pretty lame. I am sitting on the fence.ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:24 AM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:26 AM So true!!! I cannot afford to fight this battle for public education any longer. Why is this my personal and professional obligation??? However I think this deal is weak weak weak. I also think its the best we are going to get. Ideologically I'm on the fence but my wallet will vote YES.Delete Reply SirThinksToo MuchSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:54 PM My wife and I will be voting "Yes" on Thursday for it is the middle path. The easy path would have been for us to go back to school with E-80 & E-81 over our heads. The difficult path would be for us to vote "No" and put our mortgage at risk and having to continue asking retired parents for handouts to feed a family with three kids. The middle path is the wisest choice for us considering the current political climate in which those who do not teach are the quickest to judge it harshly.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:41 PM I understand that this is really tough for you! I almost died teaching a few month ago. I had to quit. Please consider holding on and say no. Remember the short loss in salary will be offset in the LONG-RUn by better salary increase. This is a joke! They will be laughing at you even more if we accept this. This is a very bad deal! However, I do respect your position!Delete Reply DaleSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:16 AM Why would classroom conditions be better on October 9th after being legislated back? We have been outplayed because of our stubborn refusal to outdated, tired old tactics. It is because of these actions that have led us to this terrible deal. Time to reset, regroup and stock up for the long haul. Can't do it if half the members commit hara kiri on themselves. We are a union of professionals not a cult. ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:49 AM Could not agree more.Delete schreck!September 17, 2014 at 9:44 AM Could you please advise which tactics you believe could have been used to secure a superior deal?Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:47 AM Full disclosure: I'm a BC Liberal supporter. The only people who would benefit from a NO vote are the BC Liberals. Teachers would be bargaining with no leverage whatsoever and would be viewed by a large segment of the population as unreasonable. The BC Liberals then get portray themselves as the only party capable of dealing with the BCTF. schreck! says that the BCTF has the government on the ropes, but he couldn't be farther from the truth. The government wants people to view the BCTF as their primary opponent. Disputes like this just shore up the BC Liberal base and protect its right flank. Any half-baked recall campaign will only reinforce that. It's true teachers aren't going to recoup the lost wages from the strike. I would suggest to you that that means this job action was probably not in teachers' interests, especially without any sort of appreciable strike fund. This is the best deal teachers were ever going to get with this government and people should have been able to recognize that in June. If you want my advice (which you probably don't), it would be to spend the next 5 years building up a strike fund, electing better leaders, and hiring a professional negotiating team. Don't bring a knife to a gunfight and expect things to go well. Focus on getting the best deal you can from whoever the government is rather than trying to change the government, the HST, Kinder Morgan or a thousand different issues that distract from education and erode the union's finances further. You'd be doing yourself a favour, and probably doing the NDP a favour at the same time. Also, if schreck! is David Schreck, you can thank his opposition to STV for the last two BC Liberal majorities. I know I do.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:11 PM One step would be to stop making political contributions to the NDP. This only contributes to the childish animosity and lack of trust that has constantly characterized negotiations. How else can the Socreds/Liberals view teachers except as enemies when they so publicly support their opponents. This stupid confrontational immature approach has to STOP!!!!! Education should not be a political fight when it is so obviously a valuable benefit to our society. It was an NDP government that legislated teachers back to work in 1993. Stop making education a political fight.Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:10 PM I don't think they have to go that far. CUPE and the Nurses still contribute to the NDP yet they don't have the same acrimonious relationship. CUPE and the Nurses just make their members their priority, and broader advocacy second.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:55 PM Ryan (possibly a Liberal paid commenter), with all due respect, I disagree with you. The cumulative increase in lieu of this will be better. Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can. I say to Iker, ask for 6% over 3 years because these people love to play the 15% over 15 year game to make it so big on the surface. Some people think that this is 15% every year. Believe me! I have seen it in comment sections. Others believe that the 15% is too high not understanding that they must divide things over the duration of the contract. It is time that we play it smarter. It is time to put the foot down and ask for money given to us by other unions, if it is needed. Banks can accept one late mortgage payment. It would be suicidal for them to not help. Imagine the possible damage if that ever leaks out. They could lose a lot in teacher money. I for one would pull my money out of a bank in support! Teachers are going to show this government that we have a spine! Enough is enough! Aren't you tired of being treated like kids? (Retired teacher who almost died in a car accident because of work conditions that were horrendous. I had to quit.)Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 AM Not paid by the BC Liberals. I pay them actually... :/ I imagine astroturfers of any affiliation wouldn't disclose their bias. "Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can." How did that work in May 2013? If the teachers reject a contract that their own union endorsed, it will make teachers seem unreasonable. Whether that perception is true or fair is irrelevant. It's what will happen, and teachers will be weaker as a result. Take my advice. Build up a strike fund and focus on the internal governance of the BCTF for the next 6 years. You'll be better off for it. Or not. I don't mind you or others making it easier for the party I support to get elected. I'd just rather not see kids and teachers hurt in the process.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:37 AM Ah! The "don't-hurt-kids" card, hey, when you have underfunded education for 12 years! WOW! That takes the cake! Are your trolling? Oh! You are serious? :) Would you be surprised if I don't follow your advice, considering your lack of logic? Would you be surprised if others don't follow your advice? It is ttue that bullies like you and your ilks love to show who is the boss, who is the teacher now! I suspect that is at the root of the problem! No one wants to fail in school! No one wants to get the strap! Sad that today's teachers don't like it too! But, who cares, we are ... teachers! We deserve it! BAH! BAH! BAH!Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:22 PM That's fine. I look forward to another 16 years of BC Liberal government.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:41 PM 16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate! Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan! Sociopaths do that!Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 9:35 AM "16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate!" 16 years of our opponents still don't understand why they lost. Like I said, that's fine with me. If I said the Liberals would be in power for at least another 13 years back in 2004 you probably would have laughed too. Heck, if I told you on May 13 last year that the BC Liberals would be reelected on May 14 you'd probably have laughed too. And you were wrong. Why is that? Answer that question if you want the NDP to win the next election. Without a correct answer to it, the NDP's cause is hopeless. "Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan!" You feel they are flawed, and that's fine. I don't go around calling people who disagree with me sociopaths, nor do I accuse them of being paid shills. But I also don't feel much need to address your ad hominems. There are logical arguments to support your position, but argumentum ad hominem is not one of them. It's a textbook logical fallacy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 1:15 PM Ah! Now I get it! It is all ego-based! You think because you voted the winning party that you are a winner and we are losers! You think because you predicted that the Liberals would win, you are winner. That does not make YOU a winner or the Liberals! It is called DEMOGRAPHICS, you expletives. The baby boomers are getting old and because they have more assets and won't make a whole lot more for too long, they need to vote a govn't who is going to do just that! It is not rocket science! WOW! You think you are so superior when your party stole an election with 47% of the popular vote. That's not a majority and your party should not have been elected. BTW, did you delete from your ethical memory the words Ethnic voting scandal? The field is slanted and you know it. However, you are so willing to minimize, forget the scams and bad fairplay tactics like a sociopath is allowed to minimize or ignore his or victims emotions that you don't see that you are the loser, we are the victim of your constant bullying. 1% wage increases after years of 0% increases and you can justify that when Yahoo reports that the average Canadian can hope to get 2.5% this and next year: https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html You Liberals behave like fascists, but we can't call you that because that's not allowed! Well! Guess what? It is and you are. Live with it! You keep on dreaming you are a genius! :) I am retired, getting soon a nice pension, and laughing at you from a beach somewhere! AHAHA! Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 2:14 PM What's with the name calling Peter? For someone claiming to be retired you really don't show the wisdom of age. For someone who talks about logic, you use logical fallacies like ad hominems a lot too. It's a fair point that the BC Liberals didn't get a majority of the vote (and I'm a very big supporter of electoral reform). The BC Liberals + Conservatives did though, and I don't think it's realistic to expect the BC Conservatives to have been more generous had they been part of government. Last time I checked I just voted. I didn't "victimize" anyone. Perhaps your rage is misplaced. If you think the election was "stolen" I'm afraid I have to question your grasp on reality though. "Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?" I'm glad you'll have a pleasant retirement Peter. I have no ill will towards you. I'm not sure why you think I do. I'm not saying people were *right* to vote BC Liberal. That's a matter of opinion. All I'm saying is people *did* vote BC Liberal. More voted BC Liberal than BC NDP for the last 5 elections in a row actually. You need to understand why that happened in order to change it for the next election. Clearly you're not interested in that though. Which is fair enough. Just remember next time you're upset about something the BC Liberals do that your lack of interest is part of why the BC Liberals get elected at all.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 3:23 PM I love your culture --or the lack of thereof! Guess what, stop thinking averybody is white and must follow your little rules. Namecalling? Sociopath? Whaaaat? And, what if you are? Still can't call you that? :) You fascist right-wingers are big on censorship! I just don't like you giving us lessons on how to get the NDP in. As stated, people are voting right of the NDP because it is a matter of demographics and a little ethnic vote buying on the side. The rest is mumbo jombo. Yes, of course, they will have to go on strike in the future and yes they will have to build a strike fund. The Liberals stole that from the BCTF too! And, you wonder why I don't have any respect for them? Yes, electoral reform is needed! We agree!Delete Reply JJ GeorgeSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:46 AM As a parent, I support the teachers and respect whether they choose to vote yes or no. However I noticed a discrepancy here from other information I've read regarding prep time for elementary teachers. Here it states minimal improvement to prep time - only 10 minutes per week being added. Elsewhere I read that it is 100 minutes per week for prep, increasing by an additional 10 minutes in the final year. That is a significant difference, and worth noting. Or have I completely misunderstood?ReplyDelete Replies Anne-MarieSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:59 AM Elementary teachers currently have 90 minutes of preparation time per week so an increase to 100 minutes per week is only gaining 10 minutes. In other provinces and some private schools they have as much as 45 minutes of prep time per day.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:56 PM Thank you for inquiring!Delete DW ZSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:57 PM You're right JJ George. There is a significant difference around the province regarding preparation times. In my district elementary teachers currently get 100 minutes of prep time. This new proposal is useless to me. I'll have to wait 6 years to gain an extra 10 minutes. Delete Reply UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:11 AM Almost nobody gets cost of living adjustments. Also inflation is NOT 2%. Do some research and look at the CPI for BC over the last 24 months. The average over the last 2 years is 0.7%, not 2%. The CPI changes every month so you cant just look at the highest month and declare that THE inflation rate. Check out the 12 month averages document for the actual numbers. http://www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/StatisticsBySubject/Economy/ConsumerPriceIndex.aspx All that being said I support the teachers. if you think this is a bad deal as a parent my dream would be for the teachers to vote no but continue bargaining because I do think the kids need to be in school and I do fear that the teachers will lose all support if the strike continues. All I ask as a parent is that you do your own research and try not to be swayed by all the opinions. ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:01 AM Inflation for August was 2.1% (http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/economy/cpi-report-expected-to-reveal-rise-in-canadas-core-inflation-rate/article20593943/). The CPI is a year-over-year calculation.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:43 AM Inflation should be looked at as a yearly average, not an individual month.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:34 PM The lawyers do not believe we have compromised our court deal. Our leadership would not have sold us out. We dodged a bullet. The Premier had something loaded even if we are not sure what it was. The idea that we could simply return to work is not guaranteed. I think a no vote could easily lead to the Liberals locking us out again because the Premier wants to crush us and she will use any excuse. She did not want to take the advice of her people and do this deal. I am certain a plan for drastic action (where we have to take the concessions they had planned) or worse - was in place. We can't guarantee the press will do any better job explaining the complexities should we say no. They rarely sided with us in markets outside of Vancouver where people are more political and they often misled or allowed others to mislead. They are not helping and would sensationalize. This would see dissolution of support very quickly - especially if we asked for wages. (Though admittedly it angers me that we can't ask for wages without being accused of being greedy when that is what most bargaining units do). But we have argued this is about kids and while this is not ideal - it is better to have teachers than not. The deal does suck in that it does not bring us to par - but this fight needs to be won with a strategy that is political and capacity will do that in another round. We have some support - but it is limited to the choir. We need to have the pews too. We need to build that capacity while working and continue to find allies because the fight is bigger than most people want to consider. This is about ideology and about privatization. Education always was political but never more so than now and we have to fight this party or the conservatives who would do the same or worse. No teacher who is responsible can ignore the politics any longer. That is simply the truth. If you work in the system you better get informed and you better be prepared to fight until retirement for the system. That said, I want to ask the same question others are asking: Why is this the job of 42,000 teachers and not the job of all citizens who want equality to fight for this right? It is time (while the conversation is still on-going and up to and including election night) for us to guide the public where we can but mainly play our part by not propping the system up. Make poverty known. Make noise about shortfalls, ask questions (in the media or in board offices ) about who is going to fix it instead of paying ourselves, volunteer some but wait for the pubic to step up so they see what schools lack. I hate the deal too. But I trust Vince Ready and Iker and I don't think we could have done better right now. I think we dodged a bullet because I have read everything this government has put out and followed the trail. They plan to privatize and they are just looking for the route. Voting YES for now does not mean we are giving up. It does not mean a win in the way we wanted but we have won a battle that will lead to us winning the war. If we don't rest up and stock up we might not get there.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:57 PM Well, if it is bigger than just this battle, then we will need ALL the unions to strike if they do indeed use drastic (draconian) measures. I say it is time for ALL of the unions to call a general strike. I guarantee that they will not like that one bit. What will they do then? Call the army? :) People in Europe, at the end of the 19th century stood up in mines. General strikes do occur in Europe and have. If you think you had it tough, think of them who stood tall for US in tougher times and conditions. Make sacrifices. Sell furniture. Tutor on the side. Ask for the BCTF money. Ask your banker to help. As friends and relatives. If we say NO, it won't last long. If they legislate us back, let's call a general province-wide strike of all unions. Delete Reply Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:47 AM Between CC's smug smile as she celebrates slaughtered teachers and Jim Iker's goofy grin - seemingly unaware that he has been a willing puppet, I am thoroughly disgusted. Over the next 5 years, teachers will be in an increasingly bad situation financially, classrooms will continue to be too large and complex with increasing medical, social and environmental issues impacting academic delivery. It could not be less obvious that things will continue to worsen. The Liberals have ensured that BC is rapidly becoming the Canadian Monaco for rich off shore interests and wealthy corporations. Soon the underpaid "workers" will have to be bussed in daily to Vancouver - Asian style. The only recourse is to move to just about any other province and bring in up to $100,000 more over the six years with much less cost of living. So we are bailing, encouraged by friends who have gotten positions in Manitoba and Alberta. My colleagues and I discovered through contacting several school boards across Canada that specialist (special needs and behavioural) and secondary science teachers are in particular demand. I want to work in a professional, respectful environment where the needs of all children are considered a priority and where I feel inspired to do my best. However, I want my vote to reflect the wishes of teachers who will be here over the next 6 (5) years, so very much appreciate your blog and opportunity to read the comments.ReplyDelete Bert SlaterSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:11 AM To vote YES will throw away 12 years of effort, and 2 victories in BC Supreme Court. To vote YES will be to snatch defeat from the jaws of victory. If you vote YES what bargaining power do you think you will have - the government will do nothing, and then what do you think you will do - take job action? PLEASE VOTE NO.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:59 PM Time to show you have a spine!Delete Reply RodSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:06 AM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Cool HandSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 AM Wouldn't a 'No' vote be a vote of no confidence in the BCTF itself?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:02 AM Not at all. It is just a message to the leadership we need to do better. The strength of the union is the members, and we support the leadership by giving them direction through democratic means.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:40 PM I disagree. How else can a recommendation by the EC to vote yes be interpreted? Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:00 PM I am sure people will interpret this both ways, but it is a vote. If it is supposed to be a "Yes", because it might be interpreted one way, then why bother having a vote?Delete Kate TSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:07 AM Yes , it would be. I don't think we could come out much better than this with this government. How will a No obtain that? Christy will be happy, she can declare the BCTF gone and roll out her plan to privatize. Delete Reply David DeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:06 AM A no vote would be a rejection of a the court victories defied by the government and an inadequate deal containing some vague promises that won't meet the needs of teachers or students on class size and other important issues.In Ontario elementary teachers get 200 minutes of prep time per 5 day cycle. I know there is financial hardship, but the union has received close to $2 million in donations from other unions; is there no way of accessing hardship funds? At minimum, vote no and return to work on work to rule with various strike options.ReplyDelete Erica JonesSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:25 AM This article actually makes me so mad. It is NOT better for the kids that they have missed almost all of june and all of september. This is what you signed up for in BC as a teacher. Get on board or GET OUT.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:20 PM Is this really what teachers signed up for? At my high school, each class has about 30 kids, with an average of 17 kids per classroom with an identified learning disability. Our district says that there should be no more than 4 kids per classroom.. How do you expect non-specialist teachers to help each student when over half of them require more resources because of a learning disability? Furthermore, are you generalizing the "better-ness" to all the kids in BC? Because I don't think that it would be better if kids went back considering the learning environment isn't up to par. There are barely any Education Assistants, and support teachers for the multitude of children who need them. While I recognize and appreciate your enthusiasm for education, please realize that the public school system isn't a daycare. Also, please think about your words and the learning environment prior to speaking out. By the way, we're not an autocracy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:08 PM I can understand your frustration! Understand mine! I almost died at 7:30 pm one night returning from teaching a FI split class with several students who did not get enough support or no support at all. The principal expressed to me that he expected me to teach 2 different social studies programs and 2 different science programs. ANYONE I talked to knows that this is impossible to do, especially in French Immersion when kids get no support at home and books are often too hard for students to read. I had to quit my job. I did it for me and did it for the kids. I was like a surgeon who is asked to operate on 5 patients with an old scalpel with 2 inexperienced nurses. Predictably, 4 patients would die and I would be reprimanded! Teachers are put in terrible conditions and kids too. I hope you have the openmind to consider the reality of this honest personal anecdote. I also wish you to understand that this is likely not an isolated incident. What will it take? A kid to commit suicide because he or she is not getitng enough support?Delete Reply hilarySeptember 17, 2014 at 10:29 AM It is incorrect to equate lost funding with what the teachers would have received in grievances. The two are not equivalent. The starting position of the BCTF was $225M, so they never expected $3B to resolve grievances. I'm also interested to know where you get your figures on overcrowded classrooms. A recent Globe and Mail article says that classrooms are, on average, smaller than the caps set in 2002.ReplyDelete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:36 AM The signing bonus should be roughly $2500 each: 105 million divided by 41 thousand.ReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:53 AM It is not that simple. The $105 million is to be allocated by the union. The term "signing bonus" has been crossed off on the signed document. Some of that money may be used to pay union debts. Don't know this but clarification would be useful.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:16 PM Just quoting from the CBC news website, "And finally there are details of $105-million fund to settle grievances stemming from the ongoing court case. The BCTF says that money will be given out as a signing bonus, with specific amount yet to be determined."Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:34 AM I think it would be smart to put at least part of it into your strike fund.Delete Reply WheelsSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:55 AM If the money is used as a signing bonus, it should be based on FTEReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:12 PM Yes I am sure it will be based on FTE. The question is how much of the $105 Million is actually distributed. This is up to the union, and I am told that it is yet to be decided.Delete GuruSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:44 PM And don't forget all the retired teachers who are entitled to a share of it.Delete Reply Geoff OrmeSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:18 PM In another discussion of this someone suggested that under BC Labour Law a no vote means rejection of the proposed deal, and that means the strike continues until either: - the union in question elects to stand down - another tentative deal is presented or - the government imposes a legislated contract. I think the last of these is the most likely, and I believe the legislated contract would be draconian and brutal. What do you think, Tara? Also, I would appreciate your thoughts on Sandy Garossino's comments at https://storify.com/Garossino/should-teachers-accept-the-contractReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:14 PM If this is so, in a few month (likely a couple of years), teachers will win so much more with a Supreme Court judgment! It is possible that the Liberals know that the higher courts are stacked by Liberal judges (that is what happen when judges are chosen, not elected). In any case, a negative settlement (or not a great judgment) will galvinize the public to reform the way the Supreme court judges are being chosen. I doubt that any govn't will want that to happen. A legislated contract will make the LIbs look like sociopaths and dictators.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:47 PM Peter I think you are expecting far too much from the public, many of whom are only paying attention to this matter due to kids being home from school. The public are not remotely this savvy on the political process.Delete Reply IslanderSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:09 PM I am a continuing education teacher. We have it even worse and we are not listened to enough about our poor conditions. Those include no prep time (and we do have to mark and do report cards many times a year sometimes and commonly for 30 students in a class), travelling to different schools with no compensation, and having next to no breaks in between 3 hour classes. I worked for two years with no lunch break and taught 6 hours straight (just 15 min. breaks) to be told, "don't complain since there are others who will do it". We then got 15 min. breaks in between classes. Most of our students are wealthy immigrants, many who try to stay in classes as long as possible since the classes are free. After spending a year in Germany, I realize how better organized it is where the immigrants pay to learn the language on a sliding scale, and have to pay for a student book as well for each class. We do not even have text books, but photocopy so much at tax payers' expense. This is not right. I then teach summer school since we were not on a 12 month continual salary and most of those students are also immigrants (at least 75%). This is also free and it is becoming so common and the new immigrants know this is free babysitting and tutoring. I think one main problem is that we have so many new immigrants in our classes who need ESL like this article states about our inclusion style of education nowadays: http://www.vancouversun.com/life/Shelley+Fralic+trouble+with+schools/10203596/story.html I am honored to be teaching and like my job, but it does get exhausting especially since I need two or three jobs to pay the mortgage that I now no longer have.. back to renting since it all I can afford in this city that has become so expensive. And many don't realize that it is very very difficult to get to full time work as a teacher here. There was a formula that made it take about 10 years to get to f/t (now finally changed). I have been without pay for 3 months, and now had to finally rent a place in anticipation of returning to work, so I have to vote "yes", but please keep the comments coming for what alternatives we have. Maybe we have to just educate the public in a better way than picketing; maybe get out and walk around malls and talk to people and hand out pamphlets on how this liberal government is hurting this. Most Asians (probably just the new who are from such a different system) are already against the teachers since they do not seem to understand what is going on. http://www.vancouversun.com/Business/asia-pacific/Chuck+Chiang+Many+Asian+families+place+blame/10202757/story.htmlReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:17 PM First of all, myn thoughts are with you! I think your ideas about using different strategies is smart. Picketing is not a very good strategy to let people know about things. I think using the membership to flood media comment sections would be more effective. Going to talk to the public might be a good idea along with this, I think. Phone the BCTF and ask for support.Delete Reply Marsha HolleySeptember 17, 2014 at 1:36 PM A teachers wife Vote no you have come to far to back down. It is a -----Y DEAL. ReplyDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:45 PM Ask yourself WHY teachers cannot get 1/2 of the average increase in salary of the private sector? (The Libs will tell you because there are sooooooo many teachers, but I also hear that there are provinces where there is a need for teachers!) TORONTO - A new study says that Canadians, on average, can expect about the same size salary increase next year as in 2014. Human resources consultants Pal Benefits says a survey of 401 organizations, mainly in Ontario, Alberta and British Columbia, projected salary increase for 2015 at an average of 2.79 per cent. That was almost unchanged from the 2.74 per cent average increase projected in last year's survey. Meanwhile, in addition to the average salary increase remaining relatively steady year over year, the survey found that the percentage of employers who plan to freeze salaries appears to have stabilized at eight per cent —in the same percentages as was projected in 2014. Breaking down the numbers further, the survey found the average salary increase anticipated in the engineering, financial services and high technology sectors was three per cent. That compared with an average of 2.5 per cent on the low end for organizations in durable manufacturing. https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.htmlReplyDelete "Mama Rose"September 17, 2014 at 9:12 PM I used to agree with you, Tara, and appreciate you bringing these items to your blog to get us all thinking. But after a very long night and day of research and discussion, I realize I will be voting yes tomorrow. Here is why: I don't care about salary or benefit increases. That is not why I went on strike. I don't care if this tentative deal is not good for teachers. That's not why I went on strike either. For me, the single most important issue is class size and composition. I want to work in a classroom where I have enough time and resources available to me to adequately help all the students I teach. And while it is true that this tentative deal will not change anything in the classrooms right now (or at least most of our classrooms), I realized that we couldn't actually make changes in that area because the issues of cs and c is before the courts. When I made that connection and realized that this round of bargaining was really about a "good enough" agreement regarding wages, then the deal seems, well... good enough. BUT, the best part, is the language the BCTF legal team made around the furture court decision (the re-opener). They have it in writing that if we win the court case (which is likely) and when we have to start bargaining class size and comp again (that is exactly what Justice Susan Griffin said we would have to do) we will be STARTING from the 2002 levels. To make this simple to understand, I explained it to my friends using a number line. With this new language, the BCTF starts the next round of bargaining at say a 50. The government will want us to go to 10 or 15, and we'll compromise and end up maybe 25. But WITHOUT that language, we would have started bargaining at a 10 and only gone down from there. So I do believe it is the best deal possible, it still factors in the biggest issue (from my perspective), we do not lose the important gains of the past, and most importantly, everyone gets to go back to school.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 PM Mam Rose, I appreciate your point of view and your courage. However, let me point out to you and the readers that a decision at the BC supreme court might not turn out the way teachers anticipate. We all know that judges are appointed and who does the appointing? "All justices of the BCSC (including the position of Chief Justice and Associate Chief Justice) are appointed by the federal cabinet, on recommendation of the Minister of Justice. Masters are appointed by the provincial cabinet, on recommendation of the Attorney General in consultation with the Chief Justice." (Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Supreme_Court_of_British_Columbia) Now, I would like to think that all of those people are objective, but they are appointed and we know that there are political appointments. They have a lot of discretion over the laws and judgments. I am willing to bet that the BC Liberals do know this and are betitng the farm (or do they know something we don't know) that the Supreme Courts are stacked against teachers? So, I am not sure if we can count on a WIN if we proceed with the court ruling. I think we would be better to negotiate and negotiate a better deal.Delete Reply retaSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:57 AM Yes...no...yes...no...The last two days have been this. I’ve read so many articles and comments over the past few months and, I can say, I have learned a lot. I know this is not a great deal for teachers right now. I will be voting yes. This is why… 1. The children. Without going into the multiple issues (e.g., grad, post secondary, trades, sports, global education/trips, planned activities, those with varying degrees of special needs, those that need a soft place to land, etc., etc.) the children need to get on with their education. 2. The parents. For many parents, this strike is a financial burden. We do not like to be called baby sitters, but for many living below the poverty line, school is a financial relief. Winter is coming; gas bills will be expensive. 3. Poverty. Remember, BC has the highest child poverty rate in Canada. Schools feed and clothe numerous children. 4. The other systems educators work collaboratively with. MFCD, CYMH, foster parents, group homes, and the multitude of non-profit agencies that support vulnerable children and families are bursting at the seams. We are a part of that team. 5. CUPE. While some have been paid during this strike, that money is coming from districts. It was not provided by the government. And, CUPE is a partner in education - from the bus drivers to the tech dept to custodians to secretaries to EAs and so on. 6. Small Businesses. In our little towns, the school district is the number one employer. There is a direct cause-effect relationship between loss of wage and loss of business. 7. Money. The amount of money that is needed to reverse the erosion of the public education system over numerous years cannot be recouped in one sitting. This agreement is a start. It’s not much but the stage has been set. 8. THE COURT CASE. That is why we were on strike. All the other stuff could have been resolved months ago, but our government was working hard to make the court case go away. Well, it still exists. I consider that the victory. We live to fight another day (as rhetorical as that sounds) AND I hope people actually read the ruling and think critically about how a loss could impact the future of the Charter of Rights, and the power of government to contravene those rights. I am guessing we will vote to ratify as so many fear “what’s next?” from this government. It’s nasty business, and I think legislation would be next. VALUING PUBLIC EDUCATION needs to come from a STRONG, CONSISTENT public voice. If we do ratify the agreement, and those in the profession and public think we've given up, we have not. We’ve been fighting for years. We just haven’t been heard… until now. ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:21 AM I understand your point of view, but sometimes you have to fight to get what you want. This is a VERY bad deal, considering: Other people get on average 2.5% salary increases last year and this year and the next and the rest of us get 1% and must feel happy if we do.? (https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html) THIS DEAL is a horrendously BAD deal for kids/parents as well, of course. We are going to continue to be humiliated and be the laughing stock of many people of this province. After a decade of paycuts, WOW, this is what they are willing to offer! WOW! WOW! WOW!Delete Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:30 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Reply Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:37 PM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:08 PM Let's cross our fingers! I think we need a general strike by all unions if CC legislates teachers back. It is time to put the foot down and tell her and the Liberals that, as in the movie Network,"I am mad as hell and I won't take it anymore!"Delete Reply Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 8:26 PM Needs help on some stats for an online debate Looking for the last 10 or 15 years of contractual salary increases in %. So, 1% for 2001, 0% for 2002,...ReplyDelete Children FirstSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:00 PM Well it's all done now. Really hope the teacher's can find another angle to deal with class size and composition as well as student funding. The government will make sure the coming court case never swings your way no matter what. 2nd most expensive place to live in the the world!!! Wonder why and where the money goes??? ReplyDelete AnonSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 PM I'm an outsider, but have followed closely this whole fiasco and this is a RAW deal. Your union hung you out to dry on this one - taking a really bad deal (clearly no one from the BCTF had rudimentary math skills in their toolbox) and then publicly encouraging to the media that teachers accept the deal....what choice did you have - a no vote would have outraged the public. I could go on and on, but the bottom line, in my opinion, is that your union better get some stronger leaders who are PR and technology savvy. Out with Iker and the rest of those who bargained on your behalf - they just got ......well , we know that happened. Whew, can't even believe how screwed you got, absolutely amazing - nothing meaningful gained in the big picture and only very minor gains for a small group of people, bigger losses for the majority.. Wow - I better stop now. Best of luck. Thanks for all you do for our children. ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ▼  September (9) Reflections on the BC Teacher Strike BC Teacher strike - Lessons learned Response to Sandy Garossino Will the Education Fund improve classroom conditio... Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Class composition: a human rights perspective Class size and composition - a short visual histor... Guest post - I WILL HOLD THE LINE Teachers - let your leadership know it is time to ... ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=17896,BCTF News Releases  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources   For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development News Release Archives 2014  2013  2012    2011 2010  2009  2008 2007  2006  Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2009 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE March 13, 2009 Communities should brace for education cuts  BCTF President Irene Lanzinger said today’s announcement about school district funding levels will lead to more education cuts in communities across BC. “The BC Liberals promised they would protect public education in their most recent budget,” said BCTF President Irene Lanzinger. “Today we learned the government is once again breaking that promise. There will be cuts because school boards will be forced to grapple with significant shortfalls." Overall, the increase to public education for BC is just over 1%. That’s less than inflation and far less than government-mandated salary increases. In fact, school districts have already been told by the Ministry of Education to find $12 million in administrative savings. Across BC, there are at least 33 districts that will see their budgets frozen. With increasing costs pressures like salaries, transportation and utilities, that will mean significant shortfalls and more cuts to education even in situations where there is declining enrolment. “It doesn’t matter what community you live in, your children and their teachers will have to endure more cuts to education as a result of this budget,” said Lanzinger. “In communities like Prince George, Quesnel, the Comox Valley, and Kamloops there will be no increases. Their budgets have been frozen. In other communities like Vancouver and Victoria, the increases will not be enough to even cover basic cost pressures imposed by this government. “This government says it is protecting education, but it refuses to provide the funds to even meet its own legislated standards for class size and support for children with special needs,” said Lanzinger. “There are more overcrowded classes today than in 2005. Now, we know it’s only going to get worse.” There is no specific plan in this announcement to reduce class size or improve support for children with special needs. Across BC, there are more than 3,300 classes with 30 or more students and 11,000 classes with 4 or more students with special needs. That is higher than in 2005 when teachers first went on strike to improve learning conditions for BC’s students. “It has been more than three years since the strike and things are worse today for BC students,” said Lanzinger. “It’s clear today that the government’s Learning Round Table was never more than public relations and politics. There has been no progress. The Premier’s Learning Round Table has failed.”  -  30  - For more information, contact Rich Overgaard, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell). Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/SocialJustice.aspx?id=20672&printPage=true,BCTF > Colombia—the most dangerous place to be a union activist  	BCTF Social Justice  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Social Justice > Programs and Workshops > International Solidarity Colombia—the most dangerous place to be a union activist By Larry Kuehn, BCTF Director of Research and Technology Representing a teacher union on a “Committee for Threatened Teachers” hardly seems like a desirable role. However, it was hotly contested in an election by five teachers in Cali, Colombia, recently. The very name of the committee tells a story about the situation of teachers in Colombia—nearly 900 have been murdered in the past 25 years, thousands threatened, many forced into internal or overseas exile.  The fact that there was a contest for the position of working with threatened teachers also tells a story about the determination of these teachers to prevail, regardless of the consequences. The national teachers’ union, FECODE, is at the centre of many of the social struggles in Colombia. It is by far the largest union in the country, still having about 300,000 members. Nearly all other public services and publicly owned industries have been privatized and their unions smashed.  The remaining unions are involved in a desperate campaign to stop the government’s plan to finish privatizing health care. Education is being privatized as well. Small schools are being closed, moving the students to large centralized schools which are then contracted to churches and private companies to run. A delegation of Canadian teacher union officers and staff went to Colombia in February to hear about the situation and identify how Canadian unions can provide solidarity support to teacher colleagues. BCTF president Irene Lanzinger and staff member Larry Kuehn were joined by two representatives from the Ontario Secondary School Teachers’ Federation and an executive member of the CSQ, the francophone teacher union in Quebec. The delegation was organized by Steve Stewart from the BCTF partner organization, CoDevelopment Canada. The contradictions of Colombia were reflected in the very first meeting with the union’s General Secretary, Luis Eduardo Varela. He told us that he hoped that we would appreciate the good things about Colombia. And there are many good things. The city of Bogota is beautiful. It has bicycle paths throughout the city, a good public transit system, streets downtown are closed off on the weekends. The crowds on the streets seemed very safe, more so than many other cities. In contrast, around these modern, busy cities are “rings of misery,” as they were described by a leader of the campesino movement. Between three and four million people are internal refugees living in scrap wood and iron sheet shacks with rutted dirt roads that turn to muck in the rain. What could possibly lead millions of people to leave their small subsistence farms to live in hovels, without jobs and very little access to the good life lived in the middle of the cities? Fear and safety is clearly the answer. Millions have been forced off their land by fear. They are caught in the middle of a number of forces—the left-wing FARC guerillas, the government’s army, drug dealers and right-wing paramilitaries. This is exemplified by what happens in the schools: the guerillas call the community together in the school to demand their support, the army chasing guerillas lands helicopters on the school grounds, the soldiers use the school as place to sleep at night, drug dealers use schools as warehouses for drugs and the paramilitaries target key people in the community. Being caught in the middle of a war zone makes even the slums encircling cities seem relatively safe. Why are people being forced to give up their homes to be part of the displaced mass? Land seems to be the answer. The small farms being abandoned are brought together into large, mechanized plantations to grow crops such as African palms, primarily for bio-fuels. Some indigenous communities have been massacred to force people off land that mining companies want to develop. Trans-national corporations and mining interests have been the winners. In the mining sector, it is Canadian companies involved here, as they are throughout Latin America. Much of the violence has been perpetrated by paramilitaries. These are men given guns and paid to terrorize and create enough fear to drive people from the land. Transnational corporations and the local elite that stand to gain from access to the land are accused of funding the paramilitaries. The government claims to have demobilized the paramilitaries. If individuals confess to all the killings and torture that they carried out, they face less jail time and receive help in reintegrating into the community. Some of the paramilitary leaders were extradited to the U.S. for trial—convenient for the people who do not want them to tell all about the real “intellectual authors” of the violence, whose plans direct the foot soldiers who carry out the violence. Many in the middle ranks have themselves been the victims of assassination, also evidently from fear of them telling what they know about who financed and ordered the actions they led.  Many of the lowest level of the paramilitaries are in the process of re-establishing their role by creating “emerging gangs.” These groups often engage in violence against each other in the struggle for dominance, as well as in their communities.  School as “Zones of Peace” Teachers are caught in the middle. They are in every corner of the country and often play a leadership role in the community. Any and all of the competing groups may see teachers as enemies and threaten or eliminate them.  They are targeted as union activists by a government that seeks to remove trade unionists as active opponents of the neo-liberal program of privatization. Threats come in a number of forms—funeral wreaths being delivered to their homes, calls claiming that the person has been killed, emailed threats to harm families. In Cordoba, a province on the Caribbean, 37 teachers filed complaints that they were told to pay for a “vaccine” against their families being attacked—extortion that was to be 20% of their income. Other teachers who received these extortion demands were too afraid to report them. The international trade union movement identifies Colombia as the most dangerous place in the world to be a union activist or leader. The majority of union leaders killed annually on a global basis are from this one country. The largest number of these assassinated union leaders are teachers.  In the Cordoba province, two teachers had been killed just days before our arrival to visit the union. As is common, the executioners seem to have impunity. Of 63 teachers killed over the previous 25 years in the province, in only two cases were official investigations successful in identifying the perpetrators. Teachers want protection from violence for themselves and their students. FECODE has initiated what they hope will be an international campaign to have schools identified as “Zones of Peace.” The message is for everyone to stay out of the school with their arms—guerillas, paramilitary, gangs, army and drug shippers. The violence is very real to students. Some have seen their teacher gunned down in their classroom. Others have witnessed attacks on their families. Rival gangs trying to establish themselves use violence to stake their place. The children of displaced people forced off the lands are in the same classes as the children of paramilitaries who forced them off their land, and have now been demobilized. The proposal for schools as neutral territory—Zones of Peace—calls not only for keeping the social violence outside the school, but also to introducing programs on non-violent ways of solving disputes—disputes among adults as well as children. The Committee on Threatened Teachers Viviana Alvarado is the teacher representative from SUTEV, the provincial teachers union in Cali, on the Committee on Threatened Teachers. This is the group that a teacher can turn to when they receive a death threat, are attacked, injured, subject to extortion or forced to become another one of the millions displaced. It is also open to working with a teacher’s family when a teacher is assassinated or “disappeared,” probably dead, but without a body being found. In addition to the teachers’ union, the committee has representatives from the government through the Attorney General and from the municipalities that govern education. This official status is, in effect, an acknowledgment that these threats are real and not to be ignored. Viviana explained to the Canadian delegation that when a teacher reports on a threat to the committee, the threat is first categorized as light, serious or really serious. Threats can be direct by phone or email or implicit, such as sending a funeral announcement to the home of a teacher. One level of response is to have the security service or the police accompany the teacher between home and school, but not at other times. Another level is to have bodyguards on an ongoing basis, although many of the guards assigned by the state to this service may be demobilized paramilitaries. Two of the officers of the union in Cali, the president and the treasurer, have bodyguards supplied by government and at times wear bulletproof vests. Everywhere we went with the Cali executive, the bodyguards came along. Relocation for safety is another option. In some cases, teachers join the millions of other displaced people and have to move to another part of the country, away from their home and extended families. A few end up going into exile, including in Canada. The Canadian Labour Congress has assisted with union leaders in exile and in the past the Canadian embassy in Bogota had been helpful in these cases. In addition to participating in the official process to deal with threats, the union has a human rights network. It undertakes investigations and carries out education about human rights, what to do when you receive a threat and how to make a formal complaint. It has even published a handbook for teachers facing threats, although it needs to be updated, Viviana said. What can Canadians do? Keep our eyes on Colombia was a common message from all the union and human rights activists we met. International attention saves lives and puts pressure on the government to take action. Responding to appeals for support of individuals provides some protection for them, particularly against state-sanctioned violence. Calling us to take part in the campaign against free trade agreements with Colombia was also high on everyone’s list. Colombia has reached free trade agreements with the United States, Canada and the European Union—but none of these have been ratified yet. The lack of human rights and labour rights in Colombia is a good reason for opposing the ratification of these agreements. That has been the basis for a Canadian campaign calling for positive action by Colombia on human and labour rights before ratification.  However, opposition to free trade should go deeper than questioning claims by the Colombian government they are doing better in protecting rights and reducing the number of trade unionists killed each year. The provisions of free trade agreements limit the ability of government to put the interests of its marginalized people over the interests of transnational corporations. This will just add to the millions who have been displaced to free up land for mechanized agriculture and for mining that has proven to be destructive to the environment.  Free trade will only accelerate the situation that has already pushed these millions out of their homes and made them vulnerable to the forces that have used violence. Opposing the Canada-Colombia Free Trade Agreement is one thing that Canadians can do in solidarity with Colombians. Another is to demand accountability of Canadian mining companies for the social and environmental damage created by their practices. )
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(20141007,www.huffingtonpost.com,http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/syria/huffpost.world,Syria: Pictures, Videos, Breaking News Using a mobile device? Go to m.huffingtonpost.com for huffpost mobile. Yemen iOS app Android app More Log in Create Account Notifications Profile Settings Logout Edition: U.S. BR Brasil CA Canada DE Deutschland ES España FR France IT Italia JP 日本 (Japan) KR 한국 (Korea) MG Maghreb UK United Kingdom US United States Follow FRONT PAGE Politics Colorado Governor: Legalizing Marijuana Was 'Reckless'500 Court Rejects Appeal On South Carolina Redistricting483 Reporter Asked Mark Pryor Whether Obama Is Doing Enough On Ebola. It Wasn't Pretty. 60 Percent Of Americans Soon Will Live In States With Marriage Equality536 Supreme Court Rejects Gay Marriage Appeals From 5 States937 Go to Politics More in Politics Pollster Politics Blog Off The Bus Election Maps Pollster You might also like WorldPost Green Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Business Walmart And Whole Foods Are Slowly Killing Traditional Supermarkets124 The North And South Are Seriously Divided When It Comes To Fast Food23 Chase Bank Refuses To Admit How Many People Were Actually Hacked29 Here's The Letter Calling On Mark Zuckerberg To Help 'Servant'-Like Bus Drivers27 You Can Now Get Health Insurance At Walmart53 Go to Business More in Business Small Biz Money You might also like WorldPost Tech Media Arts Sports Weird News Smarter Ideas Urban Progress Media New York Times Editorial Board Backs Marijuana Initiatives56 This Is Why Live TV Weather Reports Are Still The Best Iran Frees Journalist On Bail Go to Media More in Media Eat The Press Calderone: The Backstory You might also like Entertainment TV Comedy Arts Books Religion Moviefone Green Reality Star Reveals The Stunning Pollution TV Cameras Didn't Show17 Bear Cub Found Dead In Central Park16 LOOK: This Crab Stood Up To A Very Large Alligator -- And Won World Falling Behind On Plan To Protect Natural World, UN Says Typhoon Washes 3 U.S. Airmen Out To Sea30 Go to Green More in Green Energy Climate Change Animals Green Tech Green Holiday You might also like Politics Food WorldPost Science Healthy Living Tech Facebook Possibly Planning A Secret New Use For Messenger, Leaked Screenshots Reveal11 You're Using Your Sunglasses All Wrong Why People Have Stopped Downloading iOS 8 Twitter Sues For Right To Disclose Details Of Government Surveillance Requests Hewlett-Packard Plans To Break Into Two Companies77 Go to Tech More in Tech TEDWeekends Social Media You might also like Small Biz Green Science NY SF Smarter Ideas TechCrunch Engadget Arts The Glamorous History Of Pin-Up Like You've Never Seen It Before Here Are A Bunch Of F*cking Delightful Artsy Cat Photos. You're Welcome. This Is What It Really Looks Like To Be A Modern Day Nun New Animation-Inspired Art Show Will Make You Yearn For Saturday Morning Cartoons Go to Arts More in Arts Painting Film Design Photography Theater Architecture You might also like Books NY Los Angeles Travel 50 Fictional Places You Can Visit In Real Life Go to Travel More in Travel Travel Video Destinations Themed Guides TSA Airlines You might also like Food Arts World GPS for the Soul Recipes Women 60 Little Tips That Can Change A College Girl's Life Gillian Anderson Says Sexism Is 'Easy To Miss' And 'Easy To Get Used To'26 The History Of The Bra [INFOGRAPHIC] Go to Women More in Women Love & Sex Career & Money Women's Health You might also like Style Weddings Divorce Parents Healthy Living Black Voices Latino Voices Religion Here's Why These Muslims Are Refusing To Criticize ISIS826 Mother Upset Over School Assignment About Islam1.2k Beardless Jesus Discovered On Early Christian Artifact David Archuleta Released His First Single In Years . . . And You'll Never Guess What He's Singing About43 What Happened When Tony Campolo's Son 'Came Out' As Humanist58 Go to Religion More in Religion Buddhism Christianity Hinduism Islam Judaism You might also like Arts World Healthy Living Impact GPS for the Soul HUFFPOST LIVE Next Ferguson & The Threat Of State Violence Next SCOTUS To Rule On Prisoner's Beard Tomorrow 'Felony' Star Jai Courtney LIVE Tomorrow Author & Therapist Linda Carroll LIVE Tomorrow Macy Gray LIVE Go to HuffPost Live ALL SECTIONS News Politics WorldPost Business Small Business Money Media Sports Education Crime Weird News Good News Entertainment Entertainment Celebrity Comedy Arts & Culture Books TV Life & Style Healthy Living GPS for the Soul Style Home Taste Weddings Travel Parents Divorce Huff/Post 50 Marlo Thomas OWN Dr. Phil Tech & Science Tech Science Green Code Voices Women Black Voices Latino Voices Voces (en español) Gay Voices Religion College Teen Impact Local Chicago DC Denver Detroit Hawaii Los Angeles Miami New York San Francisco Our Mobile Apps iOS App HuffPost Live iOS Android App WorldPost Berggruen Institute on Governance ChinaFile FROM AP: UN: At least 1 peacekeeper killed in Mali attack   10 minutes ago FROM AP: Turkey: Syrian town poised to fall to militants   30 minutes ago FROM AP: Chile's top court halts Goldcorp's El Morro mine   30 minutes ago FROM AP: Mexico federal police take over city after attacks   32 minutes ago FROM AP: Embattled Kurds key in fight against Islamic State   1 hour 42 minutes ago Subscribe rss of this page Like 164 A Syrian Student's Harrowing Journey Smuggled Through Eight Countries In Search Of Asylum Quick Read | Comments Parish Priest, Dozens Of Christians Kidnapped In Syria Quick Read | Comments War and Water Quick Read | Comments featured blog posts Obama Poll Watch -- September, 2014 President Obama announced a new American war this month, but it didn't resonate in his polling much, if at all. Overall, his poll numbers dropped, but the net result was rather flat. Chris Weigant Political writer and blogger at ChrisWeigant.com     Kobani Cabal -- When It Comes to ISIS, All Politics Are 'Glocal' ISIS is a bipartisan cause. This president needs and deserves help. Before the congressional mid-terms, time to bring in seasoned, mature reinforcements to help President Obama do the job he pledged the American people he would do without U.S. boots on the ground: destroy and defeat ISIS. Amb. Marc Ginsberg Fmr. U.S. Ambassador to Morocco; White House Middle East Adviser Projecting American Strength Depends on Investing in a Stronger America Ending childhood hunger won't solve the problems of the world, but the values we embrace can: lifting up the dignity of every human being, investing in the next generation, sharing strength so that everyone has a role and stake in America's future. Billy Shore Founder and CEO, Share Our Strength Presidents and the War Power President Barack Obama's claim that he doesn't need congressional authorization for his current war in Iraq and Syria is troubling. However, Obama is not the first president to believe that he has the rather imperial authority for war by executive fiat. Ivan Eland Senior Fellow and Director of the Center on Peace & Liberty, The Independent Institute The Economy Is Losing to ISIS The economy appears to be making a slight comeback as the number one issue, and the immigration issue seems to have reached its peak. However, the increasing likelihood that global conflicts may have an impact on American soil may result in additional focus on conflicts as the number one issue. Annie Pettit Chief Research Officer at Peanut Labs. Research methodologist specializing in data quality, survey design, sampling. Award winning author, speaker.   How to Win the Ideological War Against ISIS Critics of the coalition may see military action as a threat and think that it will only intensify the problem. However, such critics seem to be ignoring that it was the inaction towards the atrocities in Syria and the failed state in Iraq that resulted in the swelling of ISIS's ranks from a few hundred to nearly 30,000 according to the latest estimates. Faisal J. Abbas Editor-in-Chief, Al Arabiya English; author of upcoming book on Arab media Friday Talking Points -- Games the Whole Family Can Play The head of the Secret Service abruptly resigned, after she got grilled by Congress over several disconcerting lapses which happened on her watch. She fell on her sword immediately, to her credit, rather than drawing the story out day after day. Chris Weigant Political writer and blogger at ChrisWeigant.com Iraq and Syria: A Better Way Peace, like democracy, cannot be imposed from above, or from outside. But if the two sides in Syria's civil war can agree to at least a few temporary local truces, they may be better able to turn their attention to IS. That's certainly what would be in their best interests, and in the interests of their foreign backers, whether Iran, Saudi Arabia, Qatar or Turkey. Robin Lustig Journalist and broadcaster Amidst Claims of Intelligence Failure, Has Obama Found the Key to Defeating ISIS? (Or Is That an Illusory Goal?) What is the center of gravity for this 21st century hybrid outfit ISIS? Has the administration identified a center of gravity? And if so, is its assessment correct? It's all more than a bit unclear, as you'll see. William Bradley Political Analyst The War on ISIS Is Improvised Without a Clear Roadmap The concern here is not just about Obama's war. The concern is of the possibility of a rebellion by the popular base against some governments allied to the US president, as he wages a floating war without a political horizon and for years. Raghida Dergham Columnist and Senior Diplomatic Correspondent, Al Hayat How Nancy Pelosi Can Force Congress to Vote on the War Against ISIS The president claims that, despite the provisions of the War Powers Act, his continuing attacks on ISIS have an alternative foundation. On his view, President Bush did all the necessary work a decade ago when he convinced Congress to approve his wars against Al Qaeda and Saddam Hussein. Obama asserts that the language of the Bush-era authorizations is sufficiently broad to support his new war against the Islamic State. This legal claim has been vigorously criticized by constitutional scholars across the political spectrum. But neither the Justice Department nor the White House Counsel has backed up Obama's bare assertion with a serious legal opinion. Bruce Ackerman Professor of law and political science, Yale; Author 'The Decline and Fall of the American Republic' Weekend Roundup: Confucius vs. The Umbrella Revolution In the streets of Hong Kong today, China's future is meeting its past. It's 17 year-old rebellious student Joshua Wong, who is leading the Umbrella Revolution protests, versus Confucius, the sage of order and "social harmony," whose 2565th birthday was just emphatically celebrated by Xi Jinping in Beijing last week. To put this historic crossroads into perspective, The WorldPost publishes excerpts of Xi Jinping's remarkable speech on the anniversary of Confucius' birthday, which amounts to an official rehabilitation of ancient Confucian thought as the guiding light of modern China. From Hong Kong, WorldPost China correspondent Matt Sheehan reports from the ground on the orderly rebellion of the Umbrella Revolution. Beijing artist, Jia, looks at the Hong Kong protests through the prism of her memories of the excitement and dashed hopes of the Tiananmen Square events in 1989. Lawrence Lau, a former member of Hong Kong's Executive Council, argues that the election plan presented by Beijing, which stirred the protests, will actually allow for genuinely competitive elections over time. Nathan Gardels Editor-in-chief, THEWORLDPOST The Cancer of Violent Extremism We're bombing Iraqis again, and Syrians. These new campaigns will slaughter more civilians (a large percentage of them children) and further radicalize the opposition. It will also spread more toxins, poisoning land, air and water. We can pursue war or we can pursue healing. We can't pursue both. Robert Koehler Syndicated writer The Islamic State and the Soul of Islam? The battles against terrorists such as the Islamic State and the centuries-old tension between Sunnis and Shias are not symbolic of the 'soul of a religion'. Instead, these sectarian and politically fueled schisms are symbolic of the battles for the soul of humanity, pluralism and peace. Mohsin Mohi-Ud Din UN AOC Fellow, Fulbright Fellow and Academic on Muslim-Western Relations and Governance- South Asia, MENA. *Views are my own and are not representative of any organizations From Syria to Turkey: Why They Can't Go Back On September 16th, the northern Syrian town of Kobane, - a town predominantly populated with Kurdish people, on the Turkey border came under siege. Since then, reports state that more than 140,000 refugees have flooded into Turkey. CARE A leading humanitarian organization fighting global poverty and providing lifesaving assistance in emergencies The Cost of War: Counting Our Pennies The president has already entered the war -- he's involved America in an historic event that may decide the future of the Middle East and all of Islam. I suggest that instead of counting the "pennies," we "pound" away at ISIS on behalf of the western world. Reese Schonfeld Founding CEO of CNN Syrian Border Town Of Kobane 'About To Fall' To Islamic State Quick Read | Comments (19) | 10.07.2014 At Least 400 Killed In Battle For Kobani Quick Read | Comments | 10.07.2014 3 New Findings On ISIS Weapons That You Should Know About Quick Read | Comments | 10.07.2014 'A Terrible Slaughter Is Coming' Quick Read | Comments (31) | 10.06.2014 Islamic State On The 'Doorstep Of Europe' Quick Read | Comments (123) | 10.07.2014 Kurdish Protesters Shut Down Oxford Circus Tube Quick Read | Comments | 10.06.2014 Turkey Launches Crackdown On Oil Smugglers Feeding ISIS Quick Read | Comments | 10.06.2014 Embarrassment As Senior French Spy Defects To Al Qaeda... And Then Dodges 47 US Cruise Missiles Quick Read | Comments (30) | 10.06.2014 Islamic State Is On Turkey's Doorstep, As It Besieges Kurdish Town Quick Read | Comments (11) | 10.06.2014 Joe Biden Apologizes For Saying Turkey Admitted To Border Security Failures In ISIS Fight Quick Read | Comments (46) | 10.04.2014 U.S. Airstrikes Try To Halt ISIS Offensive On Syria Border Town Quick Read | Comments (133) | 10.04.2014 Twitter Reacts To British Aid Worker's Beheading On Eve Of Muslim Holiday Quick Read | Comments | 10.03.2014 ISIS Threatens To Execute American Peter Kassig Quick Read | Comments (110) | 10.05.2014 Joe Biden Dings Leon Panetta For 'Inappropriate' Criticisms Of Obama's Syria Strategy Quick Read | Comments (49) | 10.03.2014 About Syria Follow HuffPost World for Syria news and updates on the conflict between the regime of President Bashar Assad and opposition fighters. Most Popular Syria Stories EKAC8VkMBoX9KIPPf%2BNjhbf240h7lxwZsuUN1SrOC3c%3D FZlGBdM5vhefEPctpidIVbY2LYouMmLAxIGk75E3T%2Bk%3D y3fiijfcNur2Vsn0UDcVCkcOVPj8qLlTViLzYyoB36g%3D 1 of 3 Syria Blasts At School Kill 32, Including 10 Kids 0 Comments 'A Terrible Slaughter Is Coming' - The Atlantic 0 Comments Joe Biden Apologizes For Saying Turkey Admitted To Border Security Failures In ISIS Fight 0 Comments HUFFPOLLSTER: Rising Approval For Obama's Handling Of ISIS 0 Comments This Unlikely Revolutionary Will Change The Way You Think About Syria Quick Read | Comments (84) | 10.03.2014 Pentagon Papers Whistleblower Warns Of Vietnam-Like Risks In ISIS War Quick Read | Comments | 10.02.2014 ISIS Closes In On Syrian Town Despite U.S. Airstrikes Quick Read | Comments (31) | 10.02.2014 UN: Aid Group's 'Mistake' Caused Children To Die From Tainted Measles Vaccine Quick Read | Comments | 10.01.2014 Turkish Riot Police Detain ISIS Sympathizers After Protesters Clash On Campus Quick Read | Comments (69) | 10.02.2014 Syrian Ambulance Driver Uses His Savings To Feed And Care For 150 Abandoned Cats Quick Read | Comments (45) | 10.01.2014 Pelosi: Congress Should Return To Vote On War Quick Read | Comments (185) | 10.01.2014 White House Loosens Airstrike Policy In Syria And Iraq Quick Read | Comments (27) | 10.01.2014 Turkey: We Will fight Against ISIS Quick Read | Comments (40) | 10.03.2014 Syria Blasts At School Kill 32, Including 10 Kids Quick Read | Comments (489) | 10.01.2014 HUFFPOLLSTER: Rising Approval For Obama's Handling Of ISIS Quick Read | Comments (106) | 10.01.2014 7 Terror Charges Dropped Against Moazzam Begg Quick Read | Comments (28) | 10.01.2014 Don't Worry, Whatever It Is We're Doing In The Middle East, It's Totally Not A 'War' Quick Read | Comments (32) | 09.30.2014 Pages:   1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 HUFFPOST'S BIG NEWS PAGES Ebola Worry Grows, But Most Are Confident U.S. Can Avoid A Large Outbreak ebola White House Delays Enforcement Of Minimum Wage, Overtime For Home Care Workers minimum wage Meet Jyoti Amge, The 'World's Smallest Woman' From 'AHS: Freak Show' American Horror Story Woman Hid Heroin, Oxycodone Under Butt Prosthesis, Cops Say Crime News Mariah Carey Hints That Nick Cannon Cheated By Changing Song Lyric Video Transgender Actress Erika Ervin On Her 'American Horror Story: Freak Show' Role Transgender High School QB Plays For Rival Team In Place Of Injured Athlete, Embodies True Sportsmanship Football Tulsi Gabbard Missed Veterans Hearing To Surf Waikiki Department of Veterans Affairs James Frey Explains How To Win $500,000 By Reading His Book 'Endgame: The Calling' HuffPost Live How This White Mother Plans To Help Her Black Children Deal With Racism Adoption Federal Court Rejects Virginia Black-Majority District AP Early Voting In Vermont's Largest City Halted When Ballot Omits 5 Candidates Vermont more big news pages » Advertise | Make HuffPost your Home Page | RSS | Careers | FAQ User Agreement | Privacy | Comment Policy | About Us | About Our Ads | Contact Us Copyright © 2014 TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. | "The Huffington Post" is a registered trademark of TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. All rights reserved. Part of HPMG News)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=26877,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > April 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 6, April 2012   What the ministry isn’t saying about wage settlements in the public sector Have you noticed that BC Ministry of Education statements imply that the “net-zero” mandate imposed by the provincial government applies to all public sector employees? George Abbott recently stated in The Vancouver Sun (March 20, 2012), in reference to BCTF wage proposals: Virtually every other public-sector union negotiated net-zero agreements that respected the government’s challenging financial circumstances.   Why say all public-sector unions when the legislation applies only to provincial public-sector employees? The ministry remains silent on wage settlements for municipal and federal employees in BC. Municipal and federal public-sector unions continue to negotiate wage increases on behalf of BC workers, as do private-sector unions. Recent reports shows wage settlements in provincial public sector fall behind   The most recent BC Bargaining Database—Settlement Summaries (November 2011 and January 2012) show a settlement of 3% for each of two years negotiated for federal employees between NAV Canada and the Canadian Auto Workers. CUPE locals, representing 11 different municipal employee groups on Vancouver Island, achieved wage settlements of 2% per year for each of three years. The Victoria City Police Union settled for 8.45% over three years. Some private-sector wage settlements are well above the municipal and federal public sector. United Steelworkers (local 7619) settled with Teck Resources Limited for 4% for each year of a five-year agreement plus a $10,000 signing bonus. Brinks Canada and the Canadian Auto Workers (local 114) settled for 11.5% over three years (4.5%/3.5%/3.5%). Teachers are in line with the rest of Canada in asking for a cost-of-living increase   BC teachers are asking for a cost-of-living salary increase for year one of their contract. Ministry communications present teacher salary demands as completely unreasonable. Yet the most recent Canada Labour Workplace Bulletin shows other unionized employees in the public and private sector in Canada are negotiating wage increases, many which are at or above the rate of inflation. Major collective bargaining settlements reached in January 2012 provided wage adjustments averaging 2.5% annually over the contract term with an average duration of 52.2 months.   Wage increases are expected to be even higher in 2012 for non-unionized employees. The results of a Conference Board of Canada compensation survey of Canadian employers, conducted in December 2011, project a 3% salary increase, on average, for non-unionized employees, up significantly from increases in 2009 (2.4%) and 2010 (2.7%). BC teachers and other provincial public-sector employees left out in the cold   The “net-zero” mandate imposed by the provincial government is effectively a wage freeze that constitutes a form of wage discrimination. This article provides evidence to show that, on average, employees in the private sector and the public sector, unionized or non-unionized, will receive salary increases to help maintain their current standard of living. It is only BC provincial public-sector employees who are left out in the cold. For further information • BC Bargaining Database—Settlement Summaries (Nov. 2011 to Jan. 2012) Vol. 5, No. 1 – Jan. 2012: http://tinyurl.com/cpc2bln   • HRSD Canada. (2012). “Canadian labour profile, January 2012,” Workplace Bulletin, Labour Program, March 15, 2012, page 1: http://tinyurl.com/bt5dq4z  • Thorpe, K. (2012). Companies forging ahead with salary increases, Conference Board of Canada. Accessed online on March 21, 2012 at: http://tinyurl.com/d54kyzd   – BCTF Research Department   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9386&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 19, Number 2, October 2006 Graduation Portfolios: An unprecedented shambles by Noel Herron Mid-summer postponement of controversial graduation portfolio for secondary students leaves a trail of uncertainty. Since being appointed minister of education over a year ago (this is our third education minister in three years) Shirley Bond, has been called many things, from six-gun Shirley to flip-flop minister, because of her repeated pratfalls. But nowhere has this pratfall-prone education minister been more vulnerable than in her handling of the mid-summer postponement of the BC Liberals’ much-touted graduation portfolio program for secondary students. Imposed on school boards and their secondary schools three years ago (yet another Christy Clarke initiative gone awry) this controversial program was meant to showcase students’ non-academic achievements. Students were required to write summaries of their experiences in areas such as personal health, community involvement, and information technology. The portfolio was to be a graduation requirement starting in the 2006–07 school year. However, Bond and her authoritarian deputy minister, refused to heed the numerous and repeated warnings of many critics about both the scope and direction of this mandatory program. Now, with the official, mid-summer postponement we have an unprecedented shambles on our hands. As the cheerleader-in-chief over the past year, Bond assured one and all that everything would be fine with this planned addition to the Grade 12 curriculum, despite the ongoing controversy. The ministry’s new program, she stated, would strengthen and enhance Victoria’s provincial graduation plan. We were told that it would heighten the awareness of secondary students to the need for better planning about their futures. (What better example of good planning than a mid-summer deferral?) Indeed, it was all part of the BC Liberals Great Goals (capitals are the provincial government’s) for public education in this province. The abrupt postponement until the 2007–08 school year of the much-vaunted graduation portfolio tells a different story. Hoping to sidestep further controversy by announcing this deferral in the dog days of late July when schools were out and school boards would not return to work until September, Bond only added to the brouhaha with her inept handling of the issue. With her own words she slammed the very program, which only a year earlier she was lauding as a major provincial initiative. Listen to what the minister had to say in The Vancouver Sun in early August about Victoria’s graduation portfolio program in order to justify her most recent flip flop: "Over the last number of months, I’ve visited 17 school districts across the province and I can’t name one where this (provincial graduation portfolio) was not an issue." The minister went on to echo the exact same criticisms previously leveled at this program when she stated, "There was a lot of concern addressed about the number of tasks, the hours it took to complete, the expectations, and the language involved." Right on Shirley. So why were you and your deputy not listening when critics correctly labeled this program nothing but a burdensome, make-work project drenched in jargon and dumped on the 160,000 plus unsuspecting Grades 10, 11, and 12 secondary students? Now with the opening of schools, secondary schools and school boards across this province are left to clean up the scheduling mess from this bureaucratic boondoggle. Never mind the wasted time, energy, and resources. You, as the minister responsible and your out-of-touch ministry staff, owe thousands of senior secondary students, along with their parents, who laboured conscientiously for three years on an ill-conceived plan, a public apology. These students are in an educational limbo having worked for years on mandatory portfolios that are going nowhere. In April, a thousand students in Churchill Secondary School in Vancouver signed an online petition to dump portfolios. Add to this the difficult barriers that portfolios raise for many ESL kids and kids with special needs, and then throw in last year’s new Grade 10 add-on exams (by our testing-obsessed ministry) and you have a potent mix with serious equity issues emerging. But the uncertainty surrounding your mid-summer announcement has far from disappeared. Rather it only deepens as people recognize that your postponement is simply a carefully crafted strategy designed to ease the pressure on you, as education minister. And when you visited the 17 school districts, as part of your recent provincial tour, and were confronted, in person, with the strong reaction, not to mention resentment, from parents about the unnecessary layers of check lists and forms imposed on their kids, postponement was deemed an acceptable political way out of this faltering initiative. Lastly, a postponement, pending a review, if the latter is what you have in mind, of this badly executed program is the last thing we need. It should in fact, given your recent experience with the grass roots revolt by trustees, teachers, and parents, be promptly dumped in the dustbin of failed education initiatives. Noel Herron is a former Vancouver School Board trustee and elementary school principal.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Touring a natural gas drilling rig with @MLA Mike Bernier, and Brian from EnCana http://t.co/AifdJ4H07b" @Teresa_Wat - 06:01pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "October is #FosterFamilyMonth. Thank you #BC for opening your homes and hearts to more than 5,900 children and youth." @John_Yap - 11:14pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/FassbenderMLA?lang=eu,Peter Fassbender (@FassbenderMLA) | Twitter Twitter Bilatu eskaera Bilatu Twitterren Saved searches Kendu Egiaztatu kontua @ Suggested users Egiaztatu kontua @ Egiaztatu kontua @ Hizkuntza: Euskera Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Konturik ba al duzu? Saioa hasi Berria Twitterren? Bat egin gaur bertan » Saioa hasi Phone, email or username Pasahitza Saioa hasi Gogora nazazu Pasahitza ahaztu duzu? Dagoeneko Twitter erabiltzen duzu SMS bidez? Peter Fassbender Egiaztatu kontua @FassbenderMLA Txioak 1.463 Argazkiak/Bideoak 157 Jarraitzen 684 Jarraitzaileak 3.972 Gogokoak 38   Gehiago Gogokoak Zerrendak Unmute @FassbenderMLA Mute @FassbenderMLA Jarraitu Jarraitzen Jarraitzeari utzi Blokeatua Desblokeatu Zain Utzi Peter FassbenderEgiaztatu kontua @FassbenderMLA Proud MLA for the people of #SurreyFleetwood in beautiful #BritishColumbia, Minister of #Education, BC Government Surrey-Fleetwood, BC peterfassbendermla.ca 157 Photos and videos Txioak Txioak Tweets & replies Peter Fassbender retweeted Anita Huberman @anitahuberman  ·  urr. 2 Looking forward to tonight's Kick-off for Manufacturing month in Surrey. 6-8pm at Sheraton. @SBofT Erantzun 0 replies Bertxiotu Bertxiotua 2 retweets 2 Gogokoa Gogokotzat hartua 0 favorites Gehiago Txioa Txertatu Peter Fassbender retweeted BC Finance Committee @BCFinanceComm  ·  ira. 23 What are your priorities for Budget 2015? You can make a submission to the Finance Committee at: #bcpoli http://ow.ly/BH95W  Erantzun 0 replies Bertxiotu Bertxiotua 4 retweets 4 Gogokoa Gogokotzat hartua 0 favorites Gehiago Txioa Txertatu Peter Fassbender retweeted Naomi Yamamoto @naomiyamamoto  ·  ira. 25 @CityofSurrey wins Open for Business Award! @SBofT @FassbenderMLA @marvinhunt4bc @amrikvirkbc @MLACadieux #smallbiz pic.twitter.com/rsw9M78spx View more photos and videos Erantzun 0 replies Bertxiotu Bertxiotua 8 retweets 8 Gogokoa Gogokotzat hartua 3 favorites 3 Gehiago Txioa Txertatu Peter Fassbender retweeted Jane Thornthwaite @jthornthwaite  ·  ira. 24 Improve literacy by supporting the @VancouverSun #RaiseAReader Campaign #northvan @FassbenderMLA @bcedplan http://www.vancouversun.com/news/raise-a-reader/index.html?__federated=1 … Erantzun 0 replies Bertxiotu Bertxiotua 3 retweets 3 Gogokoa Gogokotzat hartua 0 favorites Gehiago Txioa Txertatu Peter Fassbender @FassbenderMLA  ·  ira. 23 #LNGinBC = 100,000 jobs 4 #BC. #findyourfit helps #BC youth explore skills training opps. http://ow.ly/AS4Ca  #surreybc Erantzun 0 replies Bertxiotu Bertxiotua 4 retweets 4 Gogokoa Gogokotzat hartua 0 favorites Gehiago Txioa Txertatu Peter Fassbender retweeted Amrik Virk @amrikvirkbc  ·  ira. 20 Beautiful morning at City Hall celebrating PICS #smallbiz expo. pic.twitter.com/HXJsertIjf Marvin Hunt, Peter Fassbender and Richard T Lee View more photos and videos Erantzun 0 replies Bertxiotu Bertxiotua 3 retweets 3 Gogokoa Gogokotzat hartua 4 favorites 4 Gehiago Txioa Txertatu Peter Fassbender @FassbenderMLA  ·  ira. 4 BCTF confirms same gap as BCPSEA: well over $300 m per year. Nowhere near affordability zone of other union agreements. #bced #bcpoli Erantzun 0 replies Bertxiotu Bertxiotua 20 retweets 20 Gogokoa Gogokotzat hartua 10 favorites 10 Gehiago Txioa Txertatu Peter Fassbender @FassbenderMLA  ·  ira. 4 The math: 547,985 students (559k less 11k intnl students) x $3 a day x 193 days (187 instructional & 6 ProD) = $317m per year! = BIG GAP Erantzun 0 replies Bertxiotu Bertxiotua 28 retweets 28 Gogokoa Gogokotzat hartua 12 favorites 12 Gehiago Txioa Txertatu Peter Fassbender @FassbenderMLA  ·  ira. 4 (1) BCTF says financial gap is small: $3 per student per day. But let’s do the math. #bced #bcpoli Erantzun 0 replies Bertxiotu Bertxiotua 16 retweets 16 Gogokoa Gogokotzat hartua 9 favorites 9 Gehiago Txioa Txertatu Peter Fassbender retweeted Amrik Virk @amrikvirkbc  ·  uzt. 26 @FassbenderMLA, there's something on shirt! @HoneybeeCentre pic.twitter.com/3zSFNZGBMT View more photos and videos Erantzun 0 replies Bertxiotu Bertxiotua 9 retweets 9 Gogokoa Gogokotzat hartua 10 favorites 10 Gehiago Txioa Txertatu Peter Fassbender retweeted Amrik Virk @amrikvirkbc  ·  uzt. 26 Just hanging with several thousand baby bees @FassbenderMLA @HoneybeeCentre pic.twitter.com/yJ9w637Fcr View more photos and videos Erantzun 0 replies Bertxiotu Bertxiotua 4 retweets 4 Gogokoa Gogokotzat hartua 3 favorites 3 Gehiago Txioa Txertatu Peter Fassbender retweeted Tourism Surrey @TourismSurrey  ·  uzt. 25 Tomorrow, be sure to check out the Honeybee Festival by Fraser Hwy & Hwy 15! It'll be a buzzing good time! #FoodWithThought... Erantzun 0 replies Bertxiotu Bertxiotua 1 retweet 1 Gogokoa Gogokotzat hartua 1 favorite 1 Gehiago Txioa Txertatu Peter Fassbender retweeted The Now Newspaper @TheNowNewspaper  ·  uzt. 24 What will you "bee" doing this weekend? #Cloverdale's Honeybee Centre is hosting a free weekend-long festival #Surrey http://ow.ly/zycc5  Ikusi laburpena Erantzun 0 replies Bertxiotu Bertxiotua 2 retweets 2 Gogokoa Gogokotzat hartua 0 favorites Gehiago Txioa Txertatu Peter Fassbender retweeted BC Liberal Caucus @BCLiberalCaucus  ·  eka. 3 Don't miss #SurreyBC - Fleetwood MLA & Education Minister @FassbenderMLA on #ShawTV's Constituency Report! 2pm, channel 4. #bcpoli Erantzun 0 replies Bertxiotu Bertxiotua 2 retweets 2 Gogokoa Gogokotzat hartua 0 favorites Gehiago Txioa Txertatu Peter Fassbender retweeted BC Liberal Caucus @BCLiberalCaucus  ·  eka. 2 Constituency Report w/ #SurreyBC - Fleetwood's @FassbenderMLA is on #ShawTV 4 at 530pm! He talks #bced, #Vaisakhi, @CloverdaleRodeo & more! Erantzun 0 replies Bertxiotu Bertxiotua 1 retweet 1 Gogokoa Gogokotzat hartua 1 favorite 1 Gehiago Txioa Txertatu Richmond, British Columbia Peter Fassbender retweeted Paige MacFarlane @edupaige  ·  mai. 30 . @FassbenderMLA at the podium #bccpac2014 talking about the pace of change in education @bcedplan pic.twitter.com/H4t7VkvDSW View more photos and videos Erantzun 0 replies Bertxiotu Bertxiotua 3 retweets 3 Gogokoa Gogokotzat hartua 1 favorite 1 Gehiago Txioa Txertatu Richmond, British Columbia Peter Fassbender retweeted Paige MacFarlane @edupaige  ·  mai. 30 . @FassbenderMLA addressing crowd at #bccpac2014 - shining light on the work of @jthornthwaite as Parliamentary Sec for parent engagement Erantzun 0 replies Bertxiotu Bertxiotua 2 retweets 2 Gogokoa Gogokotzat hartua 1 favorite 1 Gehiago Txioa Txertatu Peter Fassbender retweeted Jane Thornthwaite @jthornthwaite  ·  mai. 30 Pres @TerryBerting welcoming delegates @BCCPAC convention @FassbenderMLA @edupaige #bced pic.twitter.com/yylbALUOzW View more photos and videos Erantzun 0 replies Bertxiotu Bertxiotua 2 retweets 2 Gogokoa Gogokotzat hartua 0 favorites Gehiago Txioa Txertatu Peter Fassbender @FassbenderMLA  ·  mai. 27 Average class sizes in British Columbia - Kindergarten - 19.3 students, Gr. 1-3 - 21.5, Gr. 4-7 - 25.7, Gr. 8-12 - 23.0 #bced Erantzun 0 replies Bertxiotu Bertxiotua 15 retweets 15 Gogokoa Gogokotzat hartua 2 favorites 2 Gehiago Txioa Txertatu Peter Fassbender @FassbenderMLA  ·  mai. 26 Here is some information for parents about @BCTF strike action in our schools: http://www.newsroom.gov.bc.ca/downloads/Information_for_Parents_on_BCTF_Strike.pdf … Erantzun 0 replies Bertxiotu Bertxiotua 4 retweets 4 Gogokoa Gogokotzat hartua 2 favorites 2 Gehiago Txioa Txertatu Twitter-en ahalmena gainditu ahal izan da edo arazoren bat bizitzen egon daitezke. Saiatu berriro Bizitatu Twitter-en Egoera informazio gehiagorako. Itxita Peter Fassbender followed Don’t miss any updates from Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood, BC · Aldatu © 2014 Twitter Honi buruz Laguntza Ads info Itxita Joerak Zeuretzat prestatutako Joerak. Interesatzen zaizkizun gauzak hurbilago ezagutzeko aukera ederra dira. Zure kokapena eta jarraitzen dituzun pertsonen arabera zuretzat diseinatzen dira. Aldatu Egokitutako joerak gorde. Eskuratu mundu-mailako joerak Egina Baztertu Itxita Aurrekoak Hurrengoa Itxita Pertsona baten profilera joan Saved searches Kendu Egiaztatu kontua @ Suggested users Egiaztatu kontua @ Egiaztatu kontua @ Itxita Zure jarraitzaileei hau bertxiotu nahi al diezu? Utzi Bertxiotu Itxita Ziur zaude txio hau ezabatu nahi duzula? Utzi Ezabatu Itxita Blokeatu Utzi Blokeatu Kokapena gehitu zure Txioei Kokapen batekin txiokatzen duzunean, Twitterrek kokapen hori gordetzen du. Kokapena gaitu/ezgaitu dezakezu txio bakoitza bidali aurretik, eta beti izango duzu zure kokapenaren historia ezabatzeko aukera. Gehiago jakin Piztu lokalizazioa Orain ez Itzali lokalizazioa Itxita Profilaren laburpena Itxita Zure zerrendak Itxita Zerrenda berria sortu Zerrendaren izena Deskribapena 100 karakteretik behera, aukerazkoa lists:Pribatasuna Publikoa · Edonork jarrai diezaioke zerrenda honi Pribatua · Zu bakarrik irits zaitezke zerrenda honetara Zerrenda gorde Itxita Itxita Txio hau txertatu Gehitu Txio hau zure webgunean ondorengo kodea kopiatuz. Gehiago ikasi Hmm, there was a problem reaching the server. Try again? Gehitu Txio gurasoak Media gehitu Aurreikusi Itxita Eman izena Twitterren Ez zaude Twitterren? Izena eman, interesatzen zaizkizun gauzak topatu eta gertatu ahala eguneraketak ikusi. Konturik ba al duzu? Saioa hasi » Itxita Kode laburrak bi bidez (bidaliz eta jasoz): Herrialdea Kodea hauen bezeroentzat Ameriketako Estatu Batuak 40404 (edozein) Kanada 21212 (edozein) Erresuma Batua 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM Haiti 40404 Digicel, Voila Irlanda 51210 Vodafone, O2 India 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Indonesia 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » Ikusi SMS kode-laburrak beste herrialde batzuentzat Itxita Baieztapena)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141007,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/FassbenderMLA/status/358790111783170050?screen_name=FassbenderMLA&id=358790111783170050,Peter Fassbender on Twitter: "Horsin' around with Charlene at the #AldergroveFair! Amazing day for it!" Twitter Search query Search Twitter Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Language: English Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Have an account? Sign in New to Twitter? Join Today » Sign In Phone, email or username Password Sign in Remember me Forgot password? Already using Twitter via text message? Follow Following Unfollow Blocked Unblock Pending Cancel Peter FassbenderVerified account ‏ @FassbenderMLA 20 Jul 2013 Horsin' around with Charlene at the #AldergroveFair! Amazing day for it! Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet 8:26 PM - 20 Jul 2013 Don’t miss any updates from Peter Fassbender © 2014 Twitter About Help Ads info Close Flag this media This has already been marked as containing sensitive content. Flag this as containing potentially illegal content. Submit Cancel Learn more about flagging media Dismiss Close Previous Next Close Go to a person's profile Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Close Retweet this to your followers? Cancel Retweet Close Are you sure you want to delete this Tweet? Cancel Delete Close Block Cancel Block Add a location to your Tweets When you tweet with a location, Twitter stores that location. You can switch location on/off before each Tweet and always have the option to delete your location history. Learn more Turn location on Not now Turn off location Close Profile summary Close Your lists Close Create a new list List name Description Under 100 characters, optional Privacy Public · Anyone can follow this list Private · Only you can access this list Save list Close Close Embed this Tweet Add this Tweet to your website by copying the code below. Learn more Hmm, there was a problem reaching the server. Try again? Include parent Tweet Include media Preview Close Sign up for Twitter Not on Twitter? Sign up, tune into the things you care about, and get updates as they happen. Have an account? Sign in » Close Two-way (sending and receiving) short codes: Country Code For customers of United States 40404 (any) Canada 21212 (any) United Kingdom 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM Haiti 40404 Digicel, Voila Ireland 51210 Vodafone, O2 India 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Indonesia 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » See SMS short codes for other countries Close Confirmation)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/data.cfm?page=WCBdecisions&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true,BCTF Home E-mail Lists Links A to Z Index Contact Us Help SITE SEARCH Quick Links BCTF formsBCTF NewsFrançaisLabour linksPensionsTeacher NewsmagazineTeaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Health & Safety > WCB Advocacy > WCB decisions WCB Decisions The objective of this page is to provide Workers' Compensation Board decision information to Local Presidents and members. The decisions in the BCTF database are limited to claims that involve teachers. Please contact Sarbrinder Lalli if you have questions about specific decisions. Enter search criteria using the search form below. To see a list of all decisions from 2012 forward, just hit the search button. Help? Search form Year of decision any 2014 2013 2012       Keyword   Please report any problems with this database or web site to BCTF Information Technology About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy Close Window Print Page   WCB Decisions The objective of this page is to provide Workers' Compensation Board decision information to Local Presidents and members. The decisions in the BCTF database are limited to claims that involve teachers. Please contact Sarbrinder Lalli if you have questions about specific decisions. Enter search criteria using the search form below. To see a list of all decisions from 2012 forward, just hit the search button. Help? Search form Year of decision any 2014 2013 2012       Keyword   Please report any problems with this database or web site to BCTF Information Technology)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/contacts.cfm?page=superintendents&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true,BCTF Contacts Home E-mail Lists Links A to Z Index Contact Us Help SITE SEARCH Quick Links BCTF formsBCTF NewsFrançaisLabour linksPensionsTeacher NewsmagazineTeaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Contact Us > Boards of Education Superintendents Boards of Education Superintendents in BC 201213 Ms. Lynn Hauptman Superintendent of Schools SD #5 (Southeast Kootenay) 940 Industrial Road, No. 1 Cranbrook, BC V1C 4C6 Phone: 250-417-2079 Fax: 250-417-2081 lynn.hauptman@sd5.bc.ca Mr. Paul Carriere Superintendent of Schools SD #6 (Rocky Mountain) Box 430 (620-4th Street) Invermere, BC V0A 1K0 Phone: 250-342-9243 Fax: 250-342-6966 paul.carriere@sd6.bc.ca Mr. Jeff Jones Superintendent of Schools SD #8 (Kootenay Lake) 570 Johnstone Road Nelson, BC V1L 6J2 Phone: 250-505-7046 Fax: 250-352-6686 jjones@sd8.bc.ca Ms. Terry Taylor Acting Superintendent of Schools SD #10 (Arrow Lakes) Box 340 Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0 Phone: 250-265-3638 Fax: 250-265-3701 terrytaylor@sd10.bc.ca Mr. Mike Hooker Superintendent of Schools SD #19 (Revelstoke) Bag 5800, 1121 Vernon Ave Revelstoke, BC V0E 2S0 Phone: 250-837-2101 Fax: 250-837-9335 mhooker@sd19.bc.ca Mr. Greg Luterbach Superintendent of Schools SD #20 (Kootenay-Columbia) 2001 Third Avenue Trail, BC V1R 1R6 Phone: 250-368-2224 Fax: 250-364-2470 gluterbach@sd20.bc.ca Mr. Joe Rogers Superintendent of Schools SD #22 (Vernon) 1401 - 15th Street Vernon, BC V1T 8S8 Phone: 250-549-9226 Fax: 250-549-9200 jrogers@sd22.bc.ca Mr. Hugh Gloster Superintendent of Schools SD #23 (Central Okanagan) 1940 Underhill Street Kelowna, BC V1X 5X7 Phone: 250-470-3256 Fax: 250-870-5056 Hugh.Gloster@sd23.bc.ca Mr. Mark Thiessen Superintendent of Schools SD #27 (Cariboo-Chilcotin) 350 Second Avenue North Williams Lake, BC V2G 1Z9 Phone: 250-398-3824 Fax: 250-392-3600 mark.thiessen@sd27.bc.ca Ms. Sue Ellen Miller Superintendent of Schools SD #28 (Quesnel) 401 North Star Rd Quesnel, BC V2J 5K2 Phone: 250-992-8802 Fax: 250-992-7652 sueellenmiller@sd28.bc.ca Ms. Evelyn Novak Superintendent of Schools SD #33 (Chilliwack) 8430 Cessna Drive Chilliwack, BC V2P 7K4 Phone: 604-792-1321 Fax: 604-792-9665 Evelyn_Novak@sd33.bc.ca Mr. Kevin Godden Superintendent of Schools SD #34 (Abbotsford) 2790 Tims Street Abbotsford, BC V2T 4M7 Phone: 604-859-4891 Fax: 604-852-5898 kevin_godden@sd34.bc.ca Ms. Suzanne Hoffman Acting Superintendent of Schools SD #35 (Langley) 4875 - 222nd Street Langley, BC V3A 3Z7 Phone: 604-534-7891 Fax: 604-532-1405 shoffman@sd35.bc.ca Dr. Jodan Tinney Superintendent of Schools SD #36 (Surrey) 14033 92nd Avenue Surrey, BC V3V 0B7 Phone: 604-595-6308 Fax: 604-595-6309 tinney_j@sd36.bc.ca Ms. Dianne Turner Superintendent of Schools SD #37 (Delta) 4585 Harvest Drive Delta, BC V4K 5B4 Phone: 604-952-5340 Fax: 604-952-5379 dturner@deltasd.bc.ca Ms. Moneca Pamer Superintendent of Schools SD #38 (Richmond) 7811 Granville Avenue Richmond, BC V6Y 3E3 Phone: 604-668-6000 Fax: 604-233-0150 mpamer@sd38.bc.ca Mr. Steve Cardwell Superintendent of Schools SD #39 (Vancouver) 1580 West Broadway Vancouver, BC V6J 5K8 Phone: 604-713-5100 Fax: 604-713-5412 scardwell@vsb.bc.ca Mr. John Gaiptman Superintendent of Schools SD #40 (New Westminster) 1001 Columbia St. New Westminster, BC V3M 1C4 Phone: 604-517-6328 Fax: 604-517-6319 gaiptman@sd40.bc.ca Mr. Kevin Kaardal Superintendent of Schools SD #41 (Burnaby) 5325 Kincaid Street Burnaby, BC V5G 1W2 Phone: 604-296-6900 Fax: 604-296-6910 kevin.kaardal@sd41.bc.ca Ms. Laurie Meston Superintendent of Schools SD #42 (Maple Ridge) 22225 Brown Avenue Maple Ridge, BC V2X 8N6 Phone: 604-463-4200 Fax: 604-463-0573 Laurie.Meston@sd42.ca Mr. Tom Grant Superintendent of Schools SD #43 (Coquitlam) 550 Poirier Street Coquitlam, BC V3J 6A7 Phone: 604-939-9201 Fax: 604-936-2932 tgrant@sd43.bc.ca Mr. John Lewis Superintendent of Schools SD #44 (North Vancouver) 721 Chesterfield Avenue North Vancouver, BC V7M 2M5 Phone: 604-903-3444 Fax: 604-903-3449 jlewis@nvsd44.bc.ca Mr. Chris Kennedy Superintendent of Schools SD #45 (West Vancouver) 1075 - 21st Street West Vancouver, BC V7V 4A9 Phone: 604-981-1031 Fax: 604-981-1001 ckennedy@sd45.bc.ca Mr. Patrick Bocking Superintendent of Schools SD #46 (Sunshine Coast) Box 220, 494 South Fletcher Road Gibsons, BC V0N 1V0 Phone: 604-886-8811 Fax: 604-886-4489 pbocking@sd46.bc.ca Mr. Jay Yule Superintendent of Schools SD #47 (Powell River) 4351 Ontario Avenue Powell River, BC V8A 1V3 Phone: 604-414-2600 Fax: 604-485-6435 jyule@sd47.bc.ca Ms. Lisa McCullough Superintendent of Schools SD #48 (Sea to Sky) Box 250 Squamish, BC V0N 3G0 Phone: 604-892-5228 Fax: 604-892-1038 lmccullough@sd48.bc.ca Ms. Norma Hart Superintendent of Schools SD #49 (Central Coast) Bag 130 Hagensborg, BC V0T 1H0 Phone: 250-982-2691 Fax: 250-982-2319 nhart@sd49.bc.ca Mr. Angus Wilson Superintendent of Schools SD #50 (Haida Gwaii) Box 69 Queen Charlotte City, BC V0T 1S0 Phone: 250-559-8471 Fax: 250-559-8849 awilson@sd50.bc.ca Mr. Kevin Argue Superintendent of Schools SD #51 (Boundary) Box 640 (1021 Central Avenue) Grand Forks, BC V0H 1H0 Phone: 250-442-8258 Fax: 250-442-7737 kevin.argue@sd51.bc.ca Ms. Sandra Jones Superintendent of Schools SD #52 (Prince Rupert) 634 - 6th Avenue East Prince Rupert, BC V8J 1X1 Phone: 250-624-6717 Fax: 250-627-0772 sjones@sd52.bc.ca Ms. Beverly Young Superintendent of Schools SD #53 (Okanagan Similkameen) Box 1770 (34061 - 101st Street) Oliver, BC V0H 1T0 Phone: 250-498-3481 Fax: 250-498-4070 byoung@sd53.bc.ca Mr. Chris van der Mark Superintendent of Schools SD #54 (Bulkley Valley) Box 758 Smithers, BC V0J 2N0 Phone: 250-877-6831 Fax: 250-877-6835 ch-vandermark@sd54.bc.ca Mr. Brian Pepper Superintendent of Schools SD #57 (Prince George) 2100 Ferry Avenue Prince George, BC V2L 4R5 Phone: 250-561-6800 Fax: 250-561-6801 bpepper@sd57.bc.ca Mr. Stephen McNiven Superintendent of Schools SD #58 (Nicola Similkameen) Box 4100, Stn Main Merritt, BC V1K 1B8 Phone: 250-378-5161 Fax: 250-378-6263 smcniven@sd58.bc.ca Ms. Kathy Sawchuk Superintendent of Schools SD #59 (Peace River South) 11600 7th Street Dawson Creek, BC V1G 4R8 Phone: 250-782-8571 Fax: 250-782-3204 kathy_sawchuk@mail.sd59.bc.ca Mr. Dave Sloan Superintendent of Schools SD #60 (Peace River North) 10112 - 105 Avenue Fort St. John, BC V1J 4S4 Phone: 250-262-6000 Fax: 250-262-6046 dsloan@prn.bc.ca Ms. Sherri Bell Superintendent of Schools SD #61 (Greater Victoria) 556 Boleskine Road Victoria, BC V8Z 1E8 Phone: 250-475-4162 Fax: 250-475-4112 sbell@sd61.bc.ca Mr. Jim Cambridge Superintendent of Schools SD #62 (Sooke) 3143 Jacklin Road Victoria, BC V9B 5R1 Phone: 250-474-9807 Fax: 250-474-9850 jcambridge@sd62.bc.ca Ms. Nancy MacDonald Superintendent of Schools SD #63 (Saanich) 2125 Keating Cross Road, PO Box 2000 Saanichton, BC V8M 2A5 Phone: 250-652-7332 Fax: 250-652-7360 nmacdonald@sd63.bc.ca Ms. Lisa Halstead Superintendent of Schools SD #64 (Gulf Islands) 112 Rainbow Road Salt Spring Island, BC V8K 2K3 Phone: 250-537-5548 Fax: 250-537-4200 lhalstead@sd64.bc.ca Ms. Wendy Hyer Superintendent of Schools SD #67 (Okanagan Skaha) 425 Jermyn Avenue Penticton, BC V2A 1Z4 Phone: 250-770-7713 Fax: 250-770-7732 whyer@summer.com Mr. Dave Hutchinson Superintendent of Schools SD #68 (Nanaimo) 395 Wakesiah Avenue Nanaimo, BC V9R 3K6 Phone: 250-754-5531 Fax: 250-741-5218 david.hutchinson@sd68.bc.ca Mr. Rollie Koop Superintendent of Schools SD #69 (Qualicum) Box 430 Parksville, BC V9P 2G5 Phone: 250-248-4241 Fax: 250-248-5767 rkoop@sd69.bc.ca Mr. Cam Pinkerton Superintendent of Schools SD #70 (Alberni) 4690 Roger Street Port Alberni, BC V9Y 3Z4 Phone: 250-720-2770 Fax: 250-723-0318 cpinkerton@sd70.bc.ca Ms. Sherry Elwood Superintendent of Schools SD #71 (Comox Valley) 607 Cumberland Road Courtenay, BC V9N 7G5 Phone: 250-334-5500 Fax: 250-334-5552 sherry.elwood@sd71.bc.ca Mr. Tom Longridge Superintendent of Schools SD #72 (Campbell River) 425 Pinecrest Road Campbell River, BC V9W 3P2 Phone: 250-830-2398 Fax: 250-287-2616 tom.longridge@sd72.bc.ca Dr. Terry Sullivan Superintendent of Schools SD #73 (Kamloops-Thompson) 1383 Ninth Avenue Kamloops, BC V2C 3X7 Phone: 250-374-0679 Fax: 250-372-1183 tsullivan@sd73.bc.ca Ms. Teresa Downs Superintendent of Schools SD #74 (Gold Trail) PO Bag 250 (400 Hollis Road) Ashcroft, BC V0K 1A0 Phone: 250-453-9101 Fax: 250-453-2425 tdowns@gw.sd74.bc.ca Mr. Bill Fletcher Superintendent of Schools SD #75 (Mission) 33046 Fourth Avenue Mission, BC V2V 1S5 Phone: 604-814-3701 Fax: 604-826-4640 bill.fletcher@mpsd.ca Dr. Karen Nelson Superintendent of Schools SD #78 (Fraser-Cascade) Bag 3200 (650 Kawkawa Lake Road) Hope, BC V0X 1L4 Phone: 604-869-2411 Fax: 604-869-7400 knelson@sd78.bc.ca Mr. Joe Rhodes Superintendent of Schools SD #79 (Cowichan Valley) 2557 Beverly Street Duncan, BC V9L 2X3 Phone: 250-748-0321 Fax: 250-748-6591 jrhodes@sd79.bc.ca Ms. Diana Samchuck Superintendent of Schools SD #81 (Fort Nelson) Box 87 Fort Nelson, BC V0C 1R0 Phone: 250-774-2591 Fax: 250-774-2598 dsamchuck@sd81.bc.ca Ms. Katherine McIntosh Superintendent of Schools SD #82 (Coast Mountains) 3211 Kenney Street Terrace, BC V8G 3E9 Phone: 250-638-4407 Fax: 888-290-4786 katherine.mcintosh@cmsd.bc.ca Mr. Glenn Borthistle Superintendent of Schools SD #83 (North Okanagan-Shuswap) Box 129 (220 Shuswap Street) Salmon Arm, BC V1E 4N2 Phone: 250-832-2157 Fax: 250-832-9428 gborthis@sd83.bc.ca Mr. Lawrence Tarasoff Superintendent of Schools SD #84 (Vancouver Island West) Box 100 Gold River, BC V0P 1G0 Phone: 250-283-2241 Fax: 250-283-7352 ltarasoff@viw.sd84.bc.ca Dr. Scott Benwell Superintendent of Schools SD #85 (Vancouver Island North) Box 90 Port Hardy, BC V0N 2P0 Phone: 250-949-6618 Fax: 250-949-8792 sbenwell@sd85.bc.ca Mr. Mike Gordon Superintendent of Schools SD #87 (Stikine) Box 190 Dease Lake, BC V0C 1L0 Phone: 250-771-4440 Fax: 250-771-4441 mike.gordon@sd87.bc.ca Ms. Charlene Seguin Superintendent of Schools SD #91 (Nechako Lakes) PO Box 129 (153 E. Connaught Street) Vanderhoof, BC V0J 3A0 Phone: 250-567-2284 Fax: 250-567-4639 cseguin@sd91.bc.ca Mr. Phillipe Brulot Superintendent of Schools SD #92 (Nisga'a) Box 240 New Aiyansh, BC V0J 1A0 Phone: 250-633-2228 Fax: 250-633-2401 pbrulot@nisgaa.bc.ca Mr. Mario Cyr Directeru general/Superintendent of Schools SD #93 (Conseil scolaire francophone) 180 - 10200 Shellbridge Way Richmond, BC V6X 2W7 Phone: 604-214-2601 Fax: 604-214-9881 dg@csf.bc.ca   About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy Close Window Print Page   Boards of Education Superintendents in BC 201213 Ms. Lynn Hauptman Superintendent of Schools SD #5 (Southeast Kootenay) 940 Industrial Road, No. 1 Cranbrook, BC V1C 4C6 Phone: 250-417-2079 Fax: 250-417-2081 lynn.hauptman@sd5.bc.ca Mr. Paul Carriere Superintendent of Schools SD #6 (Rocky Mountain) Box 430 (620-4th Street) Invermere, BC V0A 1K0 Phone: 250-342-9243 Fax: 250-342-6966 paul.carriere@sd6.bc.ca Mr. Jeff Jones Superintendent of Schools SD #8 (Kootenay Lake) 570 Johnstone Road Nelson, BC V1L 6J2 Phone: 250-505-7046 Fax: 250-352-6686 jjones@sd8.bc.ca Ms. Terry Taylor Acting Superintendent of Schools SD #10 (Arrow Lakes) Box 340 Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0 Phone: 250-265-3638 Fax: 250-265-3701 terrytaylor@sd10.bc.ca Mr. Mike Hooker Superintendent of Schools SD #19 (Revelstoke) Bag 5800, 1121 Vernon Ave Revelstoke, BC V0E 2S0 Phone: 250-837-2101 Fax: 250-837-9335 mhooker@sd19.bc.ca Mr. Greg Luterbach Superintendent of Schools SD #20 (Kootenay-Columbia) 2001 Third Avenue Trail, BC V1R 1R6 Phone: 250-368-2224 Fax: 250-364-2470 gluterbach@sd20.bc.ca Mr. Joe Rogers Superintendent of Schools SD #22 (Vernon) 1401 - 15th Street Vernon, BC V1T 8S8 Phone: 250-549-9226 Fax: 250-549-9200 jrogers@sd22.bc.ca Mr. Hugh Gloster Superintendent of Schools SD #23 (Central Okanagan) 1940 Underhill Street Kelowna, BC V1X 5X7 Phone: 250-470-3256 Fax: 250-870-5056 Hugh.Gloster@sd23.bc.ca Mr. Mark Thiessen Superintendent of Schools SD #27 (Cariboo-Chilcotin) 350 Second Avenue North Williams Lake, BC V2G 1Z9 Phone: 250-398-3824 Fax: 250-392-3600 mark.thiessen@sd27.bc.ca Ms. Sue Ellen Miller Superintendent of Schools SD #28 (Quesnel) 401 North Star Rd Quesnel, BC V2J 5K2 Phone: 250-992-8802 Fax: 250-992-7652 sueellenmiller@sd28.bc.ca Ms. Evelyn Novak Superintendent of Schools SD #33 (Chilliwack) 8430 Cessna Drive Chilliwack, BC V2P 7K4 Phone: 604-792-1321 Fax: 604-792-9665 Evelyn_Novak@sd33.bc.ca Mr. Kevin Godden Superintendent of Schools SD #34 (Abbotsford) 2790 Tims Street Abbotsford, BC V2T 4M7 Phone: 604-859-4891 Fax: 604-852-5898 kevin_godden@sd34.bc.ca Ms. Suzanne Hoffman Acting Superintendent of Schools SD #35 (Langley) 4875 - 222nd Street Langley, BC V3A 3Z7 Phone: 604-534-7891 Fax: 604-532-1405 shoffman@sd35.bc.ca Dr. Jodan Tinney Superintendent of Schools SD #36 (Surrey) 14033 92nd Avenue Surrey, BC V3V 0B7 Phone: 604-595-6308 Fax: 604-595-6309 tinney_j@sd36.bc.ca Ms. Dianne Turner Superintendent of Schools SD #37 (Delta) 4585 Harvest Drive Delta, BC V4K 5B4 Phone: 604-952-5340 Fax: 604-952-5379 dturner@deltasd.bc.ca Ms. Moneca Pamer Superintendent of Schools SD #38 (Richmond) 7811 Granville Avenue Richmond, BC V6Y 3E3 Phone: 604-668-6000 Fax: 604-233-0150 mpamer@sd38.bc.ca Mr. Steve Cardwell Superintendent of Schools SD #39 (Vancouver) 1580 West Broadway Vancouver, BC V6J 5K8 Phone: 604-713-5100 Fax: 604-713-5412 scardwell@vsb.bc.ca Mr. John Gaiptman Superintendent of Schools SD #40 (New Westminster) 1001 Columbia St. New Westminster, BC V3M 1C4 Phone: 604-517-6328 Fax: 604-517-6319 gaiptman@sd40.bc.ca Mr. Kevin Kaardal Superintendent of Schools SD #41 (Burnaby) 5325 Kincaid Street Burnaby, BC V5G 1W2 Phone: 604-296-6900 Fax: 604-296-6910 kevin.kaardal@sd41.bc.ca Ms. Laurie Meston Superintendent of Schools SD #42 (Maple Ridge) 22225 Brown Avenue Maple Ridge, BC V2X 8N6 Phone: 604-463-4200 Fax: 604-463-0573 Laurie.Meston@sd42.ca Mr. Tom Grant Superintendent of Schools SD #43 (Coquitlam) 550 Poirier Street Coquitlam, BC V3J 6A7 Phone: 604-939-9201 Fax: 604-936-2932 tgrant@sd43.bc.ca Mr. John Lewis Superintendent of Schools SD #44 (North Vancouver) 721 Chesterfield Avenue North Vancouver, BC V7M 2M5 Phone: 604-903-3444 Fax: 604-903-3449 jlewis@nvsd44.bc.ca Mr. Chris Kennedy Superintendent of Schools SD #45 (West Vancouver) 1075 - 21st Street West Vancouver, BC V7V 4A9 Phone: 604-981-1031 Fax: 604-981-1001 ckennedy@sd45.bc.ca Mr. Patrick Bocking Superintendent of Schools SD #46 (Sunshine Coast) Box 220, 494 South Fletcher Road Gibsons, BC V0N 1V0 Phone: 604-886-8811 Fax: 604-886-4489 pbocking@sd46.bc.ca Mr. Jay Yule Superintendent of Schools SD #47 (Powell River) 4351 Ontario Avenue Powell River, BC V8A 1V3 Phone: 604-414-2600 Fax: 604-485-6435 jyule@sd47.bc.ca Ms. Lisa McCullough Superintendent of Schools SD #48 (Sea to Sky) Box 250 Squamish, BC V0N 3G0 Phone: 604-892-5228 Fax: 604-892-1038 lmccullough@sd48.bc.ca Ms. Norma Hart Superintendent of Schools SD #49 (Central Coast) Bag 130 Hagensborg, BC V0T 1H0 Phone: 250-982-2691 Fax: 250-982-2319 nhart@sd49.bc.ca Mr. Angus Wilson Superintendent of Schools SD #50 (Haida Gwaii) Box 69 Queen Charlotte City, BC V0T 1S0 Phone: 250-559-8471 Fax: 250-559-8849 awilson@sd50.bc.ca Mr. Kevin Argue Superintendent of Schools SD #51 (Boundary) Box 640 (1021 Central Avenue) Grand Forks, BC V0H 1H0 Phone: 250-442-8258 Fax: 250-442-7737 kevin.argue@sd51.bc.ca Ms. Sandra Jones Superintendent of Schools SD #52 (Prince Rupert) 634 - 6th Avenue East Prince Rupert, BC V8J 1X1 Phone: 250-624-6717 Fax: 250-627-0772 sjones@sd52.bc.ca Ms. Beverly Young Superintendent of Schools SD #53 (Okanagan Similkameen) Box 1770 (34061 - 101st Street) Oliver, BC V0H 1T0 Phone: 250-498-3481 Fax: 250-498-4070 byoung@sd53.bc.ca Mr. Chris van der Mark Superintendent of Schools SD #54 (Bulkley Valley) Box 758 Smithers, BC V0J 2N0 Phone: 250-877-6831 Fax: 250-877-6835 ch-vandermark@sd54.bc.ca Mr. Brian Pepper Superintendent of Schools SD #57 (Prince George) 2100 Ferry Avenue Prince George, BC V2L 4R5 Phone: 250-561-6800 Fax: 250-561-6801 bpepper@sd57.bc.ca Mr. Stephen McNiven Superintendent of Schools SD #58 (Nicola Similkameen) Box 4100, Stn Main Merritt, BC V1K 1B8 Phone: 250-378-5161 Fax: 250-378-6263 smcniven@sd58.bc.ca Ms. Kathy Sawchuk Superintendent of Schools SD #59 (Peace River South) 11600 7th Street Dawson Creek, BC V1G 4R8 Phone: 250-782-8571 Fax: 250-782-3204 kathy_sawchuk@mail.sd59.bc.ca Mr. Dave Sloan Superintendent of Schools SD #60 (Peace River North) 10112 - 105 Avenue Fort St. John, BC V1J 4S4 Phone: 250-262-6000 Fax: 250-262-6046 dsloan@prn.bc.ca Ms. Sherri Bell Superintendent of Schools SD #61 (Greater Victoria) 556 Boleskine Road Victoria, BC V8Z 1E8 Phone: 250-475-4162 Fax: 250-475-4112 sbell@sd61.bc.ca Mr. Jim Cambridge Superintendent of Schools SD #62 (Sooke) 3143 Jacklin Road Victoria, BC V9B 5R1 Phone: 250-474-9807 Fax: 250-474-9850 jcambridge@sd62.bc.ca Ms. Nancy MacDonald Superintendent of Schools SD #63 (Saanich) 2125 Keating Cross Road, PO Box 2000 Saanichton, BC V8M 2A5 Phone: 250-652-7332 Fax: 250-652-7360 nmacdonald@sd63.bc.ca Ms. Lisa Halstead Superintendent of Schools SD #64 (Gulf Islands) 112 Rainbow Road Salt Spring Island, BC V8K 2K3 Phone: 250-537-5548 Fax: 250-537-4200 lhalstead@sd64.bc.ca Ms. Wendy Hyer Superintendent of Schools SD #67 (Okanagan Skaha) 425 Jermyn Avenue Penticton, BC V2A 1Z4 Phone: 250-770-7713 Fax: 250-770-7732 whyer@summer.com Mr. Dave Hutchinson Superintendent of Schools SD #68 (Nanaimo) 395 Wakesiah Avenue Nanaimo, BC V9R 3K6 Phone: 250-754-5531 Fax: 250-741-5218 david.hutchinson@sd68.bc.ca Mr. Rollie Koop Superintendent of Schools SD #69 (Qualicum) Box 430 Parksville, BC V9P 2G5 Phone: 250-248-4241 Fax: 250-248-5767 rkoop@sd69.bc.ca Mr. Cam Pinkerton Superintendent of Schools SD #70 (Alberni) 4690 Roger Street Port Alberni, BC V9Y 3Z4 Phone: 250-720-2770 Fax: 250-723-0318 cpinkerton@sd70.bc.ca Ms. Sherry Elwood Superintendent of Schools SD #71 (Comox Valley) 607 Cumberland Road Courtenay, BC V9N 7G5 Phone: 250-334-5500 Fax: 250-334-5552 sherry.elwood@sd71.bc.ca Mr. Tom Longridge Superintendent of Schools SD #72 (Campbell River) 425 Pinecrest Road Campbell River, BC V9W 3P2 Phone: 250-830-2398 Fax: 250-287-2616 tom.longridge@sd72.bc.ca Dr. Terry Sullivan Superintendent of Schools SD #73 (Kamloops-Thompson) 1383 Ninth Avenue Kamloops, BC V2C 3X7 Phone: 250-374-0679 Fax: 250-372-1183 tsullivan@sd73.bc.ca Ms. Teresa Downs Superintendent of Schools SD #74 (Gold Trail) PO Bag 250 (400 Hollis Road) Ashcroft, BC V0K 1A0 Phone: 250-453-9101 Fax: 250-453-2425 tdowns@gw.sd74.bc.ca Mr. Bill Fletcher Superintendent of Schools SD #75 (Mission) 33046 Fourth Avenue Mission, BC V2V 1S5 Phone: 604-814-3701 Fax: 604-826-4640 bill.fletcher@mpsd.ca Dr. Karen Nelson Superintendent of Schools SD #78 (Fraser-Cascade) Bag 3200 (650 Kawkawa Lake Road) Hope, BC V0X 1L4 Phone: 604-869-2411 Fax: 604-869-7400 knelson@sd78.bc.ca Mr. Joe Rhodes Superintendent of Schools SD #79 (Cowichan Valley) 2557 Beverly Street Duncan, BC V9L 2X3 Phone: 250-748-0321 Fax: 250-748-6591 jrhodes@sd79.bc.ca Ms. Diana Samchuck Superintendent of Schools SD #81 (Fort Nelson) Box 87 Fort Nelson, BC V0C 1R0 Phone: 250-774-2591 Fax: 250-774-2598 dsamchuck@sd81.bc.ca Ms. Katherine McIntosh Superintendent of Schools SD #82 (Coast Mountains) 3211 Kenney Street Terrace, BC V8G 3E9 Phone: 250-638-4407 Fax: 888-290-4786 katherine.mcintosh@cmsd.bc.ca Mr. Glenn Borthistle Superintendent of Schools SD #83 (North Okanagan-Shuswap) Box 129 (220 Shuswap Street) Salmon Arm, BC V1E 4N2 Phone: 250-832-2157 Fax: 250-832-9428 gborthis@sd83.bc.ca Mr. Lawrence Tarasoff Superintendent of Schools SD #84 (Vancouver Island West) Box 100 Gold River, BC V0P 1G0 Phone: 250-283-2241 Fax: 250-283-7352 ltarasoff@viw.sd84.bc.ca Dr. Scott Benwell Superintendent of Schools SD #85 (Vancouver Island North) Box 90 Port Hardy, BC V0N 2P0 Phone: 250-949-6618 Fax: 250-949-8792 sbenwell@sd85.bc.ca Mr. Mike Gordon Superintendent of Schools SD #87 (Stikine) Box 190 Dease Lake, BC V0C 1L0 Phone: 250-771-4440 Fax: 250-771-4441 mike.gordon@sd87.bc.ca Ms. Charlene Seguin Superintendent of Schools SD #91 (Nechako Lakes) PO Box 129 (153 E. Connaught Street) Vanderhoof, BC V0J 3A0 Phone: 250-567-2284 Fax: 250-567-4639 cseguin@sd91.bc.ca Mr. Phillipe Brulot Superintendent of Schools SD #92 (Nisga'a) Box 240 New Aiyansh, BC V0J 1A0 Phone: 250-633-2228 Fax: 250-633-2401 pbrulot@nisgaa.bc.ca Mr. Mario Cyr Directeru general/Superintendent of Schools SD #93 (Conseil scolaire francophone) 180 - 10200 Shellbridge Way Richmond, BC V6X 2W7 Phone: 604-214-2601 Fax: 604-214-9881 dg@csf.bc.ca  )
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=24151&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > October 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 2, October 2011   Government’s mandate has chilling effect on bargaining BCTF proposals Salaries commensurate with other teachers in Canada, particularly Alberta  BC teachers’ salaries are now the lowest in Western Canada and Ontario, despite the fact that BC has the highest cost of living and housing prices in the country. An experienced Vancouver teacher now makes $20,000 less than a teacher with the same qualifications and experience in Lethbridge. Improved benefit coverage  Teachers’ benefits vary from district to district, but in all cases, there have been no improvements in almost 20 years. 25% preparation time for all teachers  Elementary teachers in Ontario have a minimum of 220 minutes of preparation time each week, and secondary teachers have 25%—double the amount that teachers in BC have. Many teachers in Manitoba and Saskatchewan also have 200 minutes of preparation time in contract. Top up for EI Pregnancy/Parental and Compassionate Care leave benefits to 100% of salary  While almost all teachers have top up provisions for pregnancy leave, few teachers have top up provisions for parental leave. No teachers have top up provisions for the eight weeks of Employment Standards mandated compassionate care leave. Ten days bereavement leave for death of a family member   Local provisions for bereavement leave vary, but five days is a common provision. When a spouse or child dies, five days of leave is often not enough. Sick leave and guaranteed minimum salary for teachers teaching on call   Currently most teachers teaching on call do not earn sick leave credits for time worked and they are not guaranteed a minimum amount of work in a year, despite making themselves available on a daily basis. Work-day limits for distributed learning (DL) teachers  Currently DL teachers have no limits on their work day. Many DL teachers work with students in the evenings and on weekends based on student needs. There needs to be limits to the long hours they work. BCPSEA demands No increases to slaries  Government’s “net-zero” mandate has restricted BCPSEA’s ability to bargain fairly with teachers. Despite fair increases negotiated with police officers, nurses, municipal, federal, and private sector employees, government has singled out provincial and school district employees for wage freezes. No improvements to benefits   The government’s “net-zero” mandate applies to improvements in benefits as well as salaries. This makes bargaining a fair collective agreement extremely difficult. No increases in preparation time  The government’s “net-zero” mandate means that BCPSEA is prevented from negotiating increased preparation time for teachers. Filling of posted positions based on “suitability, performance, experience, and qualifications”   BCPSEA has demanded that teachers give up their rights to obtain posted positions based on their qualifications and seniority. Instead, they are insisting on giving administrators the right to fill vacant positions with teachers who they want. Right to force transfer teachers for educational, financial, or “administrative reasons”  BCPSEA has demanded that a teacher give up her or his rights to a position whenever the administrator wants someone new for the job. We go into bargaining to make things better for our members, not worse. Yearly evaluation through a new “performance review” process  BCPSEA has demanded that teachers give up the current fair evaluation procedures for a simplified administrator conducted “performance review.” Right to dismiss a teacher after one unsatisfactory “performance review”  BCPSEA has demanded that a principal have the right to terminate a teacher’s employment based on a single “performance review“ of the teacher’s “planning, collaboration, instructional techniques, and assessment and reporting practices.” Mandatory professional development requirements determined by administration  BCPSEA is demanding that principals have the right to dictate individual professional improvement plans for teachers, including mandatory requirements for specific professional development activities. Bargaining Bulletin, Vol. 10, No. 1   )
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(20141008,thetyee.ca,http://thetyee.ca/News/2014/10/02/New-Transit-Assault-Bill/?utm_source=fb-page-editor-post&utm_medium=fb-page&utm_campaign=fb-10-2014,Bill Aims to Bring Stiffer Sentences to Transit Assaulters | The Tyee About Advertise Follow Support RSS Topic Aboriginal Affairs BC Election 2013 BC Politics Education Energy Environment Federal Politics Film Food Gender + Sexuality Health Housing Labour + Industry Local Economy Media Municipal Politics Music Photo Essays Podcasts Politics Rights + Justice Science + Tech Transportation Travel Urban Planning + Architecture News Culture Opinion National MediaCheck Solutions Join Craving crack civic election coverage? Help fund it... News Bill Aims to Bring Stiffer Sentences to Transit Assaulters Savagely beaten in 2006 while driving a bus in Coquitlam, Rene Bourdin welcomes the idea. By Jeremy J. Nuttall, 2 Oct 2014, TheTyee.ca   Tweet BC transit operators have demanded legislation such as that tabled in Ottawa for years. Photo by w.d.worden in Your BC: The Tyee's Photo Pool. Losing Taxi Savers Program Will 'Clip Wings', Say Users At TransLink consultation, mobility-challenged passengers explain why the service must stay. The View from a HandyDart Driver's Seat People are mad at strikers for stranding the disabled. Here's another side you haven't heard. No Fares! Time for a free ride on public transit. Read more: Transportation, When nurses at the hospital took the clothes off of Rene Bourdin, they found his body covered with the tread pattern of running shoes, including on his head, from when he was stomped by his attacker over 50 cents. In 2006, Bourdin was brought in after he was found unconscious at the back of the bus he'd been driving in Coquitlam. The bus had slammed into another car after he'd been sucker punched behind the wheel. Beaten so savagely, Bourdin doesn't know how he ended up bleeding from the ears and nose, motionless in the back of the #153 bus with broken bones and kidneys that stopped working. He'd even been bitten during the assault. "I woke up in the emergency room, my vision was totally blurred, I had a headache," he said, adding his sisters and mother were by his side. "I could tell they were my family by the voice, but I couldn't make out their faces, just the silhouettes. Of course, I was wondering where the heck I was." The 38-year transit veteran doesn't remember how the attack began, though he was learned in court it apparently stemmed from a dispute over the young man being 50 cents short on bus fare. "I can only go by what I've been told," he said in a slow, but articulate manner. "I have no recollection of what happened." Years later, he still takes anti-depressants and has trouble walking on top of other health issues from the assault. The attack cut short the career he enjoyed for almost four decades. Months after the assault, in a ruling that outraged transit workers, his attacker was found not guilty of causing bodily harm and sentenced to one day in jail, time served and probation for a less severe charge of common assault. A search of the provincial court services website shows a man with the same name and born in the same year as Bourdin's attacker has been in court since the assault for numerous other crimes, including drug trafficking. Taxi drivers killed more than police According to Conservative Senator Bob Runciman, sentences for such attacks are not stiff enough. Earlier this week, his bill, having passed the Senate, was introduced to the House of Commons for discussion. Bill S-221 aims to protect not only bus drivers, but taxi drivers, ferry employees, train workers and others. Such legislation has been called for by British Columbia's transit operators for some time, but data from Runciman's office shows that with over 2,000 transit employees a year across Canada assaulted, it's more than just a B.C. issue. These attacks don't "just jeopardize the safety of the driver, but other people on that highway or street and pedestrians as well," Runciman said. The bill's passage would affect sentencing, where a judge would be able to apply a harder punishment if the perpetrator attacked a transit operator. This is similar to Canada's hate crime legislation. During his career, Rene Bourdin was spat on, had coffee thrown on him, and sworn at many times. According to Runciman, taxi drivers and others were added to the bill because of high rates of assault to those working in the transit industry in general, not just driving buses. "The homicide rates for taxi drivers are higher than they are for police officers," he said. "It's a dangerous occupation." He said much of the reason assaults on drivers take place is a lack of care for people with "psychiatric challenges," but said drunks and other trouble makers are also an issue. With the new legislation being applied during sentencing, a judge has a tool to use on a case-by-case basis rather than a blanket minimum. Larger campaign aims to stop assaults TransLink Transit Police chief officer Neil Dubord said the legislation will help as part of a more encompassing approach to stopping assaults on transit operators. So far this year, there have been 70 criminal code assaults on drivers in Vancouver; according to Dubord, that number is actually down from previous years. "This has been on everyone's radar for at least a half a dozen years," he said. He said drivers need to be trained in knowing what situations they should steer clear of, combined with skills to deflate volatile situations through language. Dubord said campaigns similar to one used on constructions sites, which feature children with the message "our dad/mom works here" in an attempt to get people to slow down, were also considered to put a more human face on transit workers. For Bourdin's part, he said such attacks reflect increasing aggression he experienced in his four decades behind the wheel. During his career, he was spat on, had coffee thrown on him, and sworn at many times. He blames drugs, unemployment and people seeing drivers as merely an "extension of the steering wheel" for the rise in assaults since he started driving in the 1970s. For Bourdin, Runciman's bill is a welcome piece of legislation. "It's a step in the right direction," he said. "It's probably never going to be strong enough, but it's better than what we have now." Read more: Transportation, Jeremy J. Nuttall is The Tyee's Parliament Hill reporter in Ottawa. Find his previous stories here. This coverage of Canadian national issues is made possible because of generous financial support from our Tyee Builders.   Tweet What have we missed? What do you think? We want to know. Comment below. Keep in mind: Do: Verify facts, debunk rumours Add context and background Spot typos and logical fallacies Highlight reporting blind spots Ignore trolls Treat all with respect and curiosity Connect with each other Do not: Use sexist, classist, racist or homophobic language Libel or defame Bully or troll Troll patrol. Instead, flag suspect activity. Please enable JavaScript to view the comments powered by Disqus. comments powered by Disqus LNG a chance, not a windfall, says BC throne speech Postmedia could soon own almost every English newspaper in Canada. What could possibly go wrong? VIEW: Voting for your principles is 'strategic voting' Petition opposes BC's 'potential muzzling' of non-profits More troubles for BC's big LNG plans Tirade at Tyee by immigration minister's top aide analyzed tweet by tweet Government slow to respond to FOIs? No need to tell Bob Mackin Converting ferries to LNG will save money, reduce fares: CEO See more » Tyee Video Picks Submitted by Tyee staff, Today Last chance to see 'The Vancouver Asahi' baseball story at VIFF. Where do these videos come from? From you. Suggest one here! Most Popular Can 'Cuisine' Make a Better School Lunch? What I Saw with a German Tour of the Oilsands Don't Give Postmedia More Local Monopolies First Nations 'Front and Centre Now': Pierre Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign How Much Do You Trust Canada's Wireless Giants? Christy Clark's No Pro at LNG Poker BC Filmmaking Duo Passes the Acid Test For Kids, the Meal Is the Message Most Emailed Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign For Kids, the Meal Is the Message Understanding Harper's Evangelical Mission Who'd Be a School Trustee in 2014? Why New Euro-Canada Treaty Is a Gift to Oil Firms BC Filmmaking Duo Passes the Acid Test We Must Heed Naomi Klein's Call China Deal Trumps Province, First Nations on Energy Projects: Treaty Expert Fired Researcher Who Killed Self Was Evaluating Drug Backed by Clark Climate Warriors Must Forge Stronger Alliances, Now Reported Elsewhere Postmedia could soon own almost every English newspaper in Canada (via DeSmog) Petronas CEO warns of 15-year delay to BC LNG project (via G&M) BC government apologizes for firing worker who later killed himself (via the Victoria Times-Colonist) From Tibet to Taiwan, China's outer regions watch Hong Kong protests intently (via the New York Times) It's a shame Jean-Claude Duvalier died a free man, says ex-UN prosecutor (via CBC News) Vancouver's cabbies take aim at Uber (via The Province) Keurig's coffee supremacy challenged by Canadian firm (via Yahoo! News) North and South Korea 'agree to talks' (via BBC News) See more » Your BC: The Tyee's Photo Pool Join The Tyee's Flickr group » View previous selections » Most Commented What I Saw with a German Tour of the Oil Sands (132 comments) Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign (76 comments) 'The Environment Is the Economy': MP Weston (106 comments) Fired Researcher Who Killed Self Was Evaluating Drug Backed by Clark (57 comments) Climate Warriors Must Forge Stronger Alliances, Now (53 comments) ISIS Threat: Let's Refuse to be Scared (79 comments) We Must Heed Naomi Klein's Call (309 comments) Christy Clark's No Pro at LNG Poker (38 comments) Six Steps to Protect Canadians from Flaws in China Trade Deal (128 comments) How Labour Unions Make Us Healthier (31 comments) About The Tyee National Pool Contributors Advertise Contact Funding Jobs Master Classes Privacy Policy Submissions Support The Tyee News Culture Opinion National Mediacheck Solutions Video Publications Tyee News Weekly Archives The Hook Other BC Blogs Reported Elsewhere Steve Burgess Murray Dobbin Michael Geist Crawford Kilian Rafe Mair Andrew Nikiforuk Shannon Rupp Bill Tieleman Dorothy Woodend Follow The Tyee Subscribe by email Subscribe by RSS Tyee Mobile App Managed Hosting by Gossamer Threads × Share article via email Send this article to: Your email address: Your message: Would you like to receive The Tyee's headlines free by email? Yes, every day. Yes, once a week. I already subscribe. No, thanks. Submit Show form again » Close)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=19510,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 1, September 2009  H1N1 causes Burnaby school closure By Marianne Neill Marlborough Elementary School in Burnaby was closed on June 17, 2009, in response to a number of cases of H1N1. While students were asked to stay home, teachers in the school were required to report to work. Although, the Burnaby board should be commended for making the decision to take the precaution of closing the school to students, would it not make sense to treat teachers with the same protocols as students when it comes to concerns about a communicable disease? The questions are significant for any workers who may find themselves in similar situations. Imagine an office closed to customers, because many customers had been diagnosed with a communicable disease in a global pandemic. Imagine that the illness can incubate for two to seven days, and that any of the workers could be carriers. Then imagine that the workers are nevertheless required to report to work after the business is closed. This is essentially what happened to the teachers at Marlborough. The Fraser Health Authority advised that there is no danger to the teachers. How does the health authority measure danger? Is there no danger to teachers with students removed, or is there just less danger? Is the level of danger considered less because the illness is considered mild? Are students removed, not because they are in danger, since the illness appears to be mild, but because they are more likely to spread the illness more quickly? They can’t be relied on to wash their hands and are more likely not to cover their mouth when coughing. At this time there have been 349 hospitalizations and 13 deaths reported among laboratory-confirmed cases of H1N1 in Canada. In any flu season, different strains of flu result in about 4,000 Canadian deaths a year. If H1N1 is not serious, why has the World Health Organization declared a global pandemic? According to the Public Health Agency of Canada website, the concern is that this is a new strain, and people will likely have no natural immunity to protect against the virus. Therefore, it could spread quickly. The more cases there are, the more deaths there will be. At this time, there have been 209 laboratory confirmed cases in BC. About 2.4% of those were at Marlborough. However, the data takes on a different meaning when you know that adults are not being routinely tested if they have a mild flu; so there could be many more cases than are reported. Some teachers at Marlborough elementary are sick, but may never know whether they have H1N1, unless it becomes serious. The level of danger to health is one factor in assessing the reasonableness of the decision to require workers to report to the quarantined site. Whatever the seriousness of the illness, logic suggests that the teachers at Marlborough elementary are at greater risk of taking ill with H1N1 than other members of the community. Here are some of the facts: While parents were told to enter the site at their own risk, teachers inside were being told to close windows and blinds. Teachers in the school had not been informed if students in their class were diagnosed with H1N1. They had been informed each time a new case was discovered, but not whether it was one of their students. Student confidentiality had to take priority. So they had no idea whom among them was most likely to have been exposed. Since the incubation period is two to seven days, and people can carry the virus while asymptomatic, there is a chance, no matter how slim, that the teachers could relay the virus to one another, and some could be in the incubation stage after students return. The argument that they can just as easily be exposed in the community is illogical. The school milieu is a known H1N1 site, with a larger proportion of cases than the community at large. Whatever the risk to teachers—even though perhaps no greater than that presented by any flu—the closure of the school to students created a circumstance in which the directive to report to work presented a snapshot of implicit values and attitudes toward workers. With the risk to health assessed as , but not significant, and the core work they do rendered impossible, they were nevertheless required to be on site. They spent their days doing preparation for next year, and wondering whether they would take ill, or whether they or their colleagues were carrying the illness that had emptied the classrooms of students. Much of the work they were doing could have been done at home. This raises a question as to why, when it seemed to make no sense, the teachers were asked to report to work. Perhaps the answer is that attitudes to workers have, in many contemporary work places, not changed since the industrial revolution. When factories replaced artisans, paternalism began to characterize the relationship of employer and employee. Some of the features of this relationship included worker anonymity in relation to the employer, management rights to discipline employees, and loss of control by the worker over the work place. While these attitudes have been changing in many businesses, public schools still value control and surveillance, for both students and teachers. This has been a growing culture in the last decade. Education reformers of the 1960s and 1970s made advances in personalizing teaching methods, making public education more child-centred, and raising professional standards for teachers. However, in recent years many of these advances have been undermined. Unions grew to protect and expand the rights of workers in the industrial environment. The health and safety of workers has always been a prominent issue. It is remarkable to think that the legacy of the industrial revolution still plays a role in the way workers are treated in 21st century Burnaby, when facing a communicable disease during a global pandemic. Workers and unions might do well to pre-emptively negotiate agreements about H1N1 protocols, or, in general, protocols for closure of the worksite due to the presence of a communicable disease. Marianne Neill, president, Burnaby Teachers’ Association. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13156,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 1999 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 11, Number 6, April 1999 What is genuine accountability in schools? by Janet Amsden Linda Darling-Hammond’s address on genuine accountability was well received by AGM delegates, who are used to teacher unions’ being called “self-serving” or “wanting to avoid accountability” when opposing the use of province-wide test results to compare schools. “Accountability is not testing,” said the Stanford University professor of education. “Where American states have put in place test-based accountability systems, they have created dysfunctional incentives…In a number of states…we’ve had an increased retention of students in grade so that their test scores look better, an increase in pushing kids into special education, where their test scores won’t count, and an increase in excluding kids from school altogether to get the average scores of the school up because the easiest way to get your average score up is to push kids out of school.” She noted a similar phenomenon in medicine in New York State. “They began to rate cardiology surgeons on mortality rates. They did!… They discovered that in western New York most of the doctors were sending their most egregious cases to Ohio because they were afraid to treat the most medically needy patients…” Darling-Hammond asked delegates to learn from American mistakes and not to replicate them. Since the early 1980s, Georgia and North Carolina have had a test-based accountability system where students’ test results at every grade level have been reported. Students were held back if they didn’t do well; teachers were given merit pay or probation according to student performance. Over the decade national mathematics assessments (in Grade 4, 1992–1996) showed “not one whit” of improvement, but drop-out rates did increase. The states that scored the highest had the highest standards for teacher licensing and did not have a state-level assessment program in place at the time. The lesson Americans learned was that testing does not improve learning, teaching does. Darling-Hammond urged delegates to focus on professional accountability, “…The kind of accountability that pertains in activities where professional judgment is needed to make good decisions of behalf of clients.” “Professions have three features that distinguish them from other kinds of occupations,” said Darling-Hammond. “First of all, they have a knowledge base that is widely shared by all the members who enter the profession. Second of all, they pledge to use that knowledge on behalf of the welfare of the child or of the client. They make decisions based on what is best practice rather than what is most politically expedient, easiest to do, or most convenient. And finally, they take responsibility for defining and transmitting those standards of practice to new entrants in the profession. They take responsibility for ensuring that what goes on outside of their own purview is also professionally responsible. “If we want genuine accountability in schooling,” she said, “we need to emphasize professional accountability for making good educational decisions on behalf of children and helping teachers have access to the knowledge they need to make those decisions well.” Darling-Hammond called the BCTF’s proposal for an alternative to accreditation, School Self-Evaluation and Planning (SSEP), an important proposal that would put “the engine for change” back in the school. The SSEP, “…would enable teachers to create their own system of professional accountability” that is based on continuing school improvement. Janet Amsden is an assistant director in the BCTF’s Organization Support Division. Copies of Darling-Hammond’s address to the AGM are available from your local president, on the BCTF Web site www.bctf.ca/parents/speeches/darling-hammond.html, or for loan on video from the BCTF Resources Centre. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141007,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/FassbenderMLA/status/467039442872442880?screen_name=FassbenderMLA&screen_name=FassbenderMLA&id=467039442872442880&id=467039442872442880,Peter Fassbender on Twitter: "Student health a top priority - new K-9 draft curriculum for Physical and Health Ed posted for your review: http://t.co/yNwTOXpUZ2 #bced" Twitter Search query Search Twitter Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Language: English Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Have an account? Sign in New to Twitter? Join Today » Sign In Phone, email or username Password Sign in Remember me Forgot password? Already using Twitter via text message? Follow Following Unfollow Blocked Unblock Pending Cancel Peter FassbenderVerified account ‏ @FassbenderMLA May 15 Student health a top priority - new K-9 draft curriculum for Physical and Health Ed posted for your review: http://bit.ly/1lEGcgb  #bced Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Retweets 2 1:30 PM - 15 May 2014 Tobey Steeves ‏ @symphily May 15 If "student health is a top priority", @FassbenderMLA, why cut 100s of school counselors across #BCed? - http://thetyee.ca/News/2011/09/08/Fewer-Counsellors-BC/ … [ #BCpoli ] Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Tobey Steeves ‏ @symphily May 15 If "student health is a top priority", @FassbenderMLA, why are shop classes over-flowing and teachers' quitting in frustation? [ #BCed ] Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Tobey Steeves ‏ @symphily May 15 If "student health is a top priority", @FassbenderMLA, why are BCLiberals breaking laws to cut programs + close schools? [ #BCed #BCpoli ] Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Tobey Steeves ‏ @symphily May 15 If "student health is a top priority", @FassbenderMLA, why are BCLibs downloading costs for seismic upgrades to Boards? [ #BCed #BCpoli ] Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Tobey Steeves ‏ @symphily May 15 IMO there ought be consequences, @FassbenderMLA, when gov representatives break laws + mislead the public with propaganda. FWIW. [ #BCed ] Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Curious George ‏ @impishchimp May 15 @symphily @FassbenderMLA he meant PRIVATE student health. Oops! Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Kelsey ‏ @montessorimice Jun 13 If student health is a top priority @FassbenderMLA, then why do so many kids who 'just need needles' get no support to administer at school? Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Don’t miss any updates from Peter Fassbender © 2014 Twitter About Help Ads info Close Flag this media This has already been marked as containing sensitive content. Flag this as containing potentially illegal content. Submit Cancel Learn more about flagging media Dismiss Close Previous Next Close Go to a person's profile Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Close Retweet this to your followers? Cancel Retweet Close Are you sure you want to delete this Tweet? Cancel Delete Close Block Cancel Block Add a location to your Tweets When you tweet with a location, Twitter stores that location. You can switch location on/off before each Tweet and always have the option to delete your location history. Learn more Turn location on Not now Turn off location Close Profile summary Close Your lists Close Create a new list List name Description Under 100 characters, optional Privacy Public · Anyone can follow this list Private · Only you can access this list Save list Close Close Embed this Tweet Add this Tweet to your website by copying the code below. Learn more Hmm, there was a problem reaching the server. Try again? Include parent Tweet Include media Preview Close Sign up for Twitter Not on Twitter? Sign up, tune into the things you care about, and get updates as they happen. Have an account? Sign in » Close Two-way (sending and receiving) short codes: Country Code For customers of United States 40404 (any) Canada 21212 (any) United Kingdom 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM Haiti 40404 Digicel, Voila Ireland 51210 Vodafone, O2 India 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Indonesia 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » See SMS short codes for other countries Close Confirmation)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "Gr8 event honoring Taiwan ROC w many friends @douglasbing @marvinhunt4bc @KerryLynneFindl @mhlchiu26 @prairiechinois http://t.co/85TUCQsbrI" @John_Yap - 05:40pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/IssuesInEducation.aspx?id=21457&libID=21447&printPage=true,BCTF > Work/Life Balance Literature & Resources  	BCTF > Issues in Education  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Issues in Education > Worklife Work/Life Balance Literature & Resources This section identifies a selection of literature and Web resources that provide a wider societal consideration of work/life balance and stress. British Columbia Usher, C.M. (2009). Balancing Work and Family...You’ve Got the Power. BC Council for Families. Canada Duxbury, L., and Higgins, C. (2012). Revisiting Work-Life Issues in Canada: The 2012 National Study on Balancing Work and Caregiving in Canada. Key Findings Impact of Gender and Life-cycle Stage on the Findings Duxbury, L., and Higgins, C. (2003). Where to Work in Canada? An Examination of Regional Differences in Work Life Practices. B.C. Council of the Families. [103 pages]   Duxbury, L., Higgins, C., and Coghill, D. (2003). Voices of Canadians: Seeking Work-Life Balance. Hull, QC: Human Resources Development Canada. [96 pages]   Fast, J., and Frederick, J. (2004). The time of our lives: Juggling work and leisure over the life cycle. Ottawa: Statistics Canada. [39 pages]   Health Canada. 2001 National Work-Life Conflict Study. This 2001 study, conducted by Linda Duxbury and Chris Higgins and funded by Health Canada, “was undertaken to examine the issues associated with work-life conflict, identify Canadians at risk, identify why key stakeholders (governments, employers, employees) should care about the issue by determining the ‘bottom line’ impact of conflict between work and life, and provide direction on ways to move forward.” The findings and recommendations of the study were published in a series of six reports between 2002 and 2009. Higgins, C.A., and Duxbury, L. (2002). The 2001 National Work-Life Conflict Study: Report One. Ottawa: Health Canada. [99 pages] Duxbury, L., and Higgins, C.A. (2003). Work-Life Conflict in Canada in the New Millennium: A Status Report (Report 2). Ottawa: Health Canada. [154 pages] Higgins, C., Duxbury, L., and Johnson, K. (2004). Report 3: Exploring the Link Between Work-Life Conflict and Demands on Canada’s Health Care System. Ottawa: Public Health Agency of Canada. [98 pages] Duxbury, L., and Higgins, C. (2005). Report 4: Who is at Risk? Predictions of Work-Life Conflict. Ottawa: Public Health Agency of Canada. [124 pages] Higgins, C., Duxbury, L., and Lyons, S. (2008). Report 5: Reducing Work-Life Conflict: What Works? What Doesn’t? Ottawa: Health Canada. [325 pages] Duxbury, L., and Higgins, C. (2009). Report 6: Work-Life Conflict in Canada in the New Millennium: Key Findings and Recommendations from the 2001 National Work-Life Conflict Study. Ottawa: Health Canada. [76 pages] JobQuality.ca. (2009). Work-Life Balance. Canadian Policy Research Networks. Lowe, G.S. (2005). Control Over Time and Work-Life Balance: An Empirical Analysis. Kelowna, BC: The Graham Lowe Group Inc. [65 pages]   McKenna, B. (2010). Work-Life Balance: Why Your Boss Should Care. The Globe and Mail. Organizational Health & Wellness Trends in the Public Sector: Insights from the WarrenShepell Research Group. WarrenShepell Research Group. [9 pages]   Pyper, W. (2006, Nov.). Balancing career and care. Perspectives on Labour and Income 7(11), 5-15.   Todd, S. (2004). Improving Work-Life Balance – What Are Other Countries Doing? Ottawa: Human Resources and Skills Development Canada. [56 pages]   International Jones, A. (2006). About Time for a Change. London: The Work Foundation. [35 pages]   Krings, B.-J., Nierling, L., Pedaci, M. And Piersanti, M. (2009). Working time, gender and work-life balance. Leuven, Belgium: Higher Institute of Labour Studies. [85 pages]   Watson Wyatt Worldwide. (2009). 2009/2010 North American Staying@Work Report: Health and Productivity Advantage. [35 pages]   Pocock, B., Skinner, N., and Ichii, R. (2009). Work, Life & Workplace Flexibility: The Australian Work and Life Index 2009. Adelaide: Centre for Work + Life, University of South Australia. [82 pages]   Skinner, N., and Pocock, B. (2008). Work, Life & Workplace Culture: The Australian Work and Life Index 2008. Adelaide: Centre for Work + Life, Hawke Research Institute, University of South Australia. [67 pages]   Pocock, B., Skinner, N., and Williams, P. (2007). Work, Life & Time: The Australian Work and Life Index 2007. Adelaide: Centre for Work + Life, Hawke Research Institute, University of South Australia. [54 pages]      Compiled by Emily O'Neill and Karen Rojem, BCTF Information Services. )
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Touring a natural gas drilling rig with @MLA Mike Bernier, and Brian from EnCana http://t.co/AifdJ4H07b" @Teresa_Wat - 06:01pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=21180,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 7, May/June 2010  CanWest newspapers in Vancouver to discontinue publishing Fraser Institute rankings By Noel Herron In what is being interpreted by some as a major blow to the Vancouver-based Fraser Institute, two of CanWest’s leading newspapers The Vancouver Sun and The Province will not publish the controversial annual, comparative, ratings of BC’s elementary schools this year. These results are released each year in early February. This information was confirmed by Peter Cowley, the lead researcher for the Fraser Institute’s controversial rankings of the province’s elementary and secondary schools. When asked why the two Vancouver-based newspapers are no longer willing to publish the institute’s elementary rankings, he cited CanWest’s reluctance to give up space because of the upcoming Olympics. “We are not disappointed with this decision as other outlets, namely the Black Press with 78 daily and semi-weekly papers across BC will pick up where CanWest left off.” An upbeat Cowley stated, “We have had a long and good relationship with both The Sun and The Province over a 12-year period,” and he feels that this decision will not impact negatively on the Fraser Institute’s determination to continue its work. Last year, both newspapers devoted less space than usual—just two pages in fact, one for truncated results and one for commentary—to the institute’s rankings. Because of the ongoing controversy surrounding the rankings, some feel that the impact of these rankings has diminished over the past few years. However, the Black newspaper chain, which owns the majority of smaller, local, newspapers across BC, has confirmed in a recent press release that it will publish this year’s full or partial rankings with, in some instances, accompanying commentary from the heads of local teacher unions. This “decentralized” move, in itself it appears, is not without controversy in the corporate BC journalistic world as some rural editors were less than enthusiastic in publishing these rankings alone. Outside BC, the province of Manitoba was accused by the Atlantic Institute for Market Studies and Frontier Centre for Public Policy of operating “…in the dark ages…” because it doesn’t compare students’ performances like some other Western provinces. Manitoba’s Education Minister, Nancy Allen, pointed out that while Manitoba does provide province-wide information on high school graduation rates and on overall performance she does not agree with the Fraser Institute’s approach. Responding in The Winnipeg Free Press, she stated, “…we don’t really have a comfort level of pitting one school against another. One school ends up at the bottom, and it could be a great school. It could be demoralizing for everyone involved.” The position was endorsed by the Manitoba School Board Association. With The Vancouver Sun and The Province now discontinuing publishing the Fraser Institute’s elementary rankings this month, speculation focuses on whether the two papers will continue publishing secondary school rankings in the spring. Peter Cowley was unable to confirm if this would take place. And CanWest has not commented publicly on its recent decision regarding elementary schools leading to speculation that the two high-profile city newspapers have dropped the institute’s rankings altogether. Two reasons for this surprise move are being put forward—the newspaper chain’s current deepening financial difficulties, coupled with the fact of dwindling parental support in some school districts for the controversial analysis. The annual publication, with great fanfare, of more than 20-page plus supplements ranking every elementary and secondary school in BC in both city papers, while welcomed by some parents was scorned by all of the province’s professional groups. The technical validity and reliability, from a strictly assessment perspective, of the province’s Foundation Skills Assessment (FSA) results on which the Fraser Institute’s rankings were based, were repeatedly challenged by various professional groups representing teachers, principals, superintendents, and school trustees. (These latter groups were dismissed by Crowley as “the educational establishment.“) An internal working group within the Ministry of Education, a few years ago, expressed strong reservations on this particular point in a memo to the education minister of the time, and went on to challenge the usefulness of the comparative rankings. However, it now appears that the estimated cost of over $400,000 for both newspapers was too much for the cash-strapped CanWest chain in its current financial difficulties. The added space required by the newspapers for Olympics coverage was the reason given to online reporter Sean Holtman. The Fraser Institute also does not have the resources, according to Cowley, to shoulder this expense. (A full-page ad costs between $20,000 to $25,000.) The other alternate explanation offered for this sudden cancellation of publication was the increasing withdrawal by parents across the province of their offspring from participating in the Grades 4 and 7 provincial tests in response to an aggressive anti-Fraser Institute program by the BCTF. For example, in Maple Ridge, 40% of the student population did not participate last year; Vancouver had a 30% withdrawal rate, while the provincial withdrawal rate rose to 16.5%. All of this raises questions about the future of the Fraser Institute’s rankings. Will our local dailies publish the secondary school rankings? Will rural newspapers continue next year to publish these results now that the province’s two largest newspapers have dropped their elementary sponsorship? Or will the Fraser Institute go it alone and be willing to fund a province-wide or limited dissemination of its rankings? Only time will tell. Noel Herron is a former school principal and Vancouver trustee. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7046&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 5, March 2006 547 more teachers Our job action has resulted in the hiring of 547 more teachers (full-time equivalents) to work with students. Locals worked out agreements with school boards to hire classroom teachers, special education teachers, and learning assistance teachers to help with oversized classes and problems of class composition. This is only the beginning of the restoration of services for our students. We continue to press the issue of class size and composition at the Learning Round Table and will be taking the issue forward in bargaining when it opens in April. We hosted a conference on class size and composition on February 10–11, 2006. Thanks to our job action, the government has finally acknowledged that our schools need more resources and that class size and composition are key concerns. We need to keep the issue in front of the public and the government. Teachers need to continue to speak out on issues of concern for students and teachers. Polling consistently tells us that teachers are the most credible source of information about our schools. – Peter Owens)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=21679,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > October 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 23, Number 2, October 2010   The benefits of descriptive feedback  By Carl Walker   Our efforts to challenge and resist the provincial government’s standardized testing agenda have yielded some modest successes; however, much work remains and we are still faced with harmful testing instruments such as FSAs in Grades 4 and 7, and provincial exams in Grades 10, 11, and 12. Nonetheless, a very significant and perhaps unforeseen benefit of our campaign is the heightened awareness and understanding that teachers have of assessment techniques and practices, and the impact of this awareness on changing individual practice. In both formal and informal settings, including professional learning communities and PD, teachers across the province are now far more engaged in professional conversations about different types and purposes of assessment, including both formative and summative assessments, and appropriate feedback in these various assessment types. In reflecting on the purposes of assessment, we gain powerful insights that can transform our teaching practice in profound ways. My colleagues at Howe Sound Secondary School have had many professional opportunities over the past few years to reflect on our assessment techniques and this has definitely impacted our assessment practices. I have begun to put into practice some of these new understandings, but still have much to learn about formative assessment. Perhaps the most significant insight for me is the paramount importance of formative assessment in improving student learning. An essential component of authentic formative assessment is feedback, specifically descriptive feedback. Descriptive feedback is generally in the form of direct comments on student work, rubrics which can be developed with student input, or both. This criteria can be presented in the form of a performance standard template or rubric, and should be written in student-friendly language. Descriptive feedback should be positive in tone; it identifies what has been done well and provides specific suggestions for improvement. It is vitally important that comments stay in a descriptive, rather than judgmental or personal, mode. Comments, both positive and constructively critical, should be aligned to the criteria of the assignment. Allowing students multiple opportunities, within reason, to rewrite and edit their essays will maximize the benefits of descriptive feedback and also promote intrinsic motivation and increased student engagement in their learning. When feedback takes the form of both descriptive comments and performance standard rubrics, which allow students to monitor their work on a continuous basis, learning becomes more efficient and internalized. Furthermore, descriptive feedback that focuses on process rather than task or specific content, has been shown to be far more beneficial to student learning. While errors and misconceptions should be addressed in our feedback to students, these may not easily transfer to other assignments because they are specific to a particular task. Feedback on process provides students with information on how they have completed the task and promotes transfer to other tasks. In assessing social studies essays, I align my feedback to the performance standard rubric and emphasize “process” areas such as effective thesis statement and development, effective use of historical evidence to support thesis statements, essay organization, and effective transition between paragraphs. While time constraints of our courses do not always allow for rewrites of assignments, I have observed that process, rather than content, comments have noticeably improved subsequent student work, especially multi-paragraph assignments. I will remind my students to review their previous essays and feedback before starting their next assignment. While teachers may have a clear understanding of the distinction between judgmental and descriptive feedback, students may not. Therefore, it is vital that we provide our students with many opportunities to use descriptive feedback without a formal grade attached to the assignment. This exposure will strengthen students’ sense of control, or self-regulation, over their work, and will promote intrinsic motivation. It will help them understand that feedback which allows them opportunities to practice and improve, and is then followed by a test or assignment, will benefit their learning and raise their achievement based on the inevitable formal summative measures. Descriptive feedback is an essential component of a broader formative assessment process that also includes student involvement in assessment and a decreased reliance on summative evaluation. Our professional conversations have increasingly focused on the importance of formative assessment and its impact on improved student learning. As we continue to expand our formative assessment strategies, students will gain greater autonomy over their learning and acquire lifelong habits of mind that develop higher-level critical thinking skills, engaged in a process of continuous review and reflection of their knowledge and understandings. This may well represent the greatest benefit of formative assessment.   Carl Walker teaches at Howe Sound Secondary School, Squamish.   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/03/what-is-this-strike-about-moving-letter.html?showComment=1331139061867,Staffroom Confidential: What is this strike about? A moving letter from a Saanich teacher Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, March 6, 2012 What is this strike about? A moving letter from a Saanich teacher I would like to thank you, Mr. Abbott. My wife and I have just had an excellent discussion with our daughters about power, and about the importance of checks and balances in a society. Sophie and Rachel are 12 and 10. They were very confused about why the government was allowed to make rules such as fining teachers $475 a day or $2500 a day for going on strike. We explained that our government is elected to make decisions on our behalf, and that we trust that they will make good and considered decisions. But what if we don’t agree with their decisions, they wondered. We explained that there is time to debate these decisions before they are made, and that everybody is allowed to write letters, or protest if they disagree. We explained that the media is meant to also provide some balance, by asking difficult and challenging questions. But they are saying that if you protest their decision, they will fine you, they replied. We had no answer. Why do they hate teachers, one of them asked. I still had no answer. ---------- I could have been a lawyer. I scored in the 98th percentile of the LSAT and was accepted to Queen’s Law School, offered a scholarship to a Law School in the northeastern US. I chose instead to defer my decision, and be a tutor/coach/residence don/in-house TOC at my old high school for a couple of years. This was a private boarding school in Ontario. I loved it. I loved being able to explain concepts in math to kids, and to see the “light go on”. I loved sharing my passion for math, for soccer, for hockey, for philosophy, for poetry, and for musical theater with kids. I never considered going back to law after those two years. After completing my teacher training at UVic, I did my practicum in Saanich. I hadn’t realized until then what a sheltered teaching existence I had at the boarding school, with well-to-do kids brought up with every advantage (the type of kids to whom Mr. Abbott recently referred as “the smart kids”, I believe). In the public school system in Saanich, I learned humility. I learned how to be a better teacher, how to teach the whole child, and not just the mind. I taught classes that not only had some of Mr. Abbott’s advantaged “smart kids”, but other kids who were often equally smart and capable if not more, but who faced challenges the others didn’t: broken homes, poverty issues, learning disabilities, to name only a few. These classes were challenging because the kids’ needs were so varied. Some kids could be turned on by ideas alone; others needed to be convinced of the value of learning, to place education in context; some just needed breakfast. And yet, at the time I started teaching in Saanich, I considered myself fortunate because we had a locally arranged agreement about how many kids could be in a secondary English class. (I taught English at the time). The number was 27 – unless you had a student who had an acknowledged special need, such as dyslexia, or visual impairment, for example, that would require a significant amount of adjustment to practice or extra preparation. For each of these students, the number would drop by one. If there were 6 “special needs” students in your English 11, the maximum number of kids would be 21. Trust me, this would still be a challenging class in terms of composition, but the system worked. It was so important to teachers, my older colleagues told me, that teachers took less in salary improvements at the time in order to secure these contract provisions. Silly me for thinking that contracts were something sacrosanct in Canadian law. When I started my first continuing contract at Claremont Secondary in 2000, we had an enrolment not very different from our enrolment today. When I started at Claremont, it was not unusual for the more challenging classes, such as Essentials of Math 10 or Communications 11 to have 12-15 students, because that’s what those kids needed to be successful. When I started at Claremont, there were two librarians – one for every 550 kids. When I started at Claremont there was a staff of 85-90, with plenty of teachers in the building to comfortably take on all the extra-curriculars that make schools, as the Saanich motto goes, “great places to learn, safe places to be” Today at Claremont, a class with less than 23-24 students does not run. This legislation before you will only make that number increase, I assure you, and it is not what kids need. Today at Claremont there is 3/4 of a librarian – which translates to one for every 1475 kids. Today at Claremont there is a staff of 65-70. This group which now numbers 20 fewer than when I started 12 years ago, has been attempting to keep up all the things that make our school great – outstanding academics, including extra-curricular offerings such as the dozens of math contests I sponsor and organize every year, an incredible sports program, an enviable fine arts program, numerous volunteer organizations that enrich our school community and the community at large. So far, we have managed, but we have each had to take up the slack now for too long. We are at the breaking point, and I promise you – this legislation already threatens to push us over the edge. Surely this government is not deaf to the teachers from around the province who are saying enough… Enough: we have devoted our lives to a profession that we knew all along would not make us rich, but we did it because we believed that if it would help just one disadvantaged kid, it was worth it. Enough: we believed in it so much, that we traded even the most meager of raises, time and time again, in order to gain better classroom conditions for our students. Enough: we tried our absolute best to play within the rules, when government after government stripped away those conditions that we bought with our own salaries, even when the Supreme Court ruled that those government actions were illegal. Enough: we have tried to hold our heads high, when we are vilified in the press as lazy and greedy, when nothing – NOTHING -- could be further from the truth. Enough: we have devoted countless hours to volleyball, to musical theatre, to poetry readings, to charity work, to rugby, to yearbook clubs, to student’s councils, to tutoring before school from 7am, to tutoring after school until 6pm or longer, to tutoring kids by email on the weekends, and, AND! to our own Professional Development, whether that occurs on a Pro-D day or on our own time – Yes, Mr. Abbott, we actually do Pro-D. In short, we have devoted countless hours to the children and families of this province, and the thanks we get is one more veiled legislated slap in the face? Now, I’m not so out of touch that I don’t realize that as a teacher at the top of the scale, I’m fairly comfortable. Sure it irks me that all of you folks in the legislature have received pay raises in the last ten years far beyond what I have received over the same period – pay raises which you are allowed to vote for yourselves. Not that I would dare suggest that you don’t deserve it – I don’t envy your jobs in the least. But even despite this glaring double-standard, I would have begrudgingly accepted no raise, if it were that alone. It is not the extending of the current contract in this legislation that has me upset. I am insulted. I am insulted that you have the temerity to suggest that this legislation represents mediation in any true sense of the word. Your use of legislation to enforce mediation, but then dictate the terms of the mediation is nothing short of bullying. How ironic that there was an anti-bullying flashmob on the lawn of the legislature the day this bill was introduced. To my mind, you have brought disrepute onto yourselves and the institution you represent. I was trying to defend the institution of our provincial government to my children tonight, suggesting that it rested on a foundation of elected officials acting in a dispassionate way for the benefit of all. I couldn’t. I am shocked. I shouldn’t be, given everything that has happened in the last 10 years, but I’m shocked. I am shocked – no, enraged – that you would enact legislation that essentially attacks my freedom to associate; legislation that, quite frankly, probably runs counter to the Charter of Rights and Freedoms, even though your government’s last Bill of this sort was deemed illegal by the Supreme Court; legislation that does not “put families first” but which threatens families – no, puts a gun to their heads – and says to them: “we will bankrupt you if you have the gall to disagree with us or stand up for your rights”. Lastly, I am disappointed, and if I’m to be honest, I am defeated and demoralized. And I know I’m not alone. And that’s what you wanted, wasn’t it? You don’t want an improved public education system. I would love to challenge you, to defy you, sir, to say otherwise, to come to Claremont and convince me in person that this legislation will improve the public education system in BC, that it will improve the lives of children and their families across this province, by demoralizing and insulting teachers like me, by forcing a foregone, supposedly “mediated” conclusion down our throats. Sadly, you tell these lies every day, and so my challenge is useless. It is a sad day for me, and a sad day for BC. I love my job, I love the kids at Claremont, and I love Victoria, but today I really and truly thought it might be time to find a teaching job back in Ontario. You may say good riddance – we can find someone cheaper than you to do the same job. But I dare you to say that to my students. That is a challenge that perhaps I could make. ------------- My oldest daughter has been reading Animal Farm at school. (Maybe I shouldn’t tell you this – you will think that it is another reason to bring down the public school system…) After our discussion earlier tonight – and believe me when I say I did my utmost best to withhold the vitriol that must be obvious by now that I hold inside – after our family discussion my oldest daughter paused and, honest to God, said something like: “ Dad, the government are kind of like the pigs on the farm, aren’t they…? Once they get to make the rules, they kind of twist things so that they always go their way”. So, I want to thank you, Mr. Abbott. You made me so proud of my daughter tonight that I want to cry. Mark Skanks Claremont Secondary School Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 5:39 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 21 comments: AllyMarch 6, 2012 at 8:43 PM Extremely well put! Please tell me you have send this to Mr. Abbott??? When will the "pigs" listen?ReplyDelete Ms. HendraMarch 6, 2012 at 9:18 PM I love this letter. I have shared it with many people, and just sent it to a friend who is the Math Department Head in Chilliwack, and a Claremont grad, too. Thanks to Mark for such a well-written letter. TannisReplyDelete 30daysofautismMarch 6, 2012 at 9:37 PM This is fabulous!! Thank you!ReplyDelete AmandaMarch 6, 2012 at 10:46 PM Credit should be given to Mark Skanks as author of this letter.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeMarch 7, 2012 at 8:51 AM I did not originally include Mark's name because I hadn't asked his permission to do so. Since the cat is out of the bag anyway, I will add it now.Delete Ms. OhanaMarch 7, 2012 at 10:23 PM your challenge is not useless, they just want us to think it is... but the very fact that they have to address us and our challenges means they hear us loud and clear.... at the end of the day.. remember you still have your vote.... make it hurt the same way they've hurt usDelete Reply SDMURPHY3March 6, 2012 at 11:22 PM Thank you for putting into words how I feel about the future of education in this Province. I moved my family here from Quebec to avoid the French controversy and give my children a better chance. I am very proud to say my daughter is an excellent teacher, but she like many of you good ones is thinking of moving on. I guarantee you if they pass Bill 22 I will vote anything but Liberal in 2013. Your daugther, God bless her, is absolutely right.ReplyDelete SabrinaBaileyMarch 6, 2012 at 11:53 PM Mark, I would not be where I am today if you hadn't taken me on as a practicum student. I watched you pour your heart and soul into your students - and me. Please do not leave, the kids at Claremont need you! The government should be the ones who buckle, not us. I am teaching 2 classes of 30 for "Essentials Math 10" (AW 10) and I cannot believe how much class sizes have exploded, even in the short time between my own high school years and my teaching career. I logistically cannot give my students the help they need in the time I have, and it is ludicrous to believe such a short time ago they would literally have had twice the amount of time per person, per day (assuming a class size under 15). I had a student drop out of school last week due to lack of attendance due to giving up, which I would like to argue is largely due to being pushed through a broken system for so long. Behind that child I have a long list of kids at risk to do the same... is this the kind of future our government has in store for our kids? Every kid who is withdrawn from my school breaks my heart because I know their educational system (not their teachers) has let them down. Sabrina Bailey North Peace SecondaryReplyDelete UnknownMarch 7, 2012 at 8:23 AM Thank you so much for this eloquent letter, Mark. I've sent it to my MLA because we have the same issues in Chilliwack and the rest of the province. Jody Raabe Mount Slesse Middle School, SD33ReplyDelete EleanaMarch 7, 2012 at 7:34 PM Thank-you for your passionate words... I will be sharing them with my colleagues. Eleana P. Citadel Middle School, SD43ReplyDelete lrnalotMarch 8, 2012 at 12:05 AM In sum, the short term gains touted by proponents of Bill 22 will result in even more disenfranchised youth, deeper and longer lasting negativity toward the Liberal Government and Politics in general, and more teachers applying for disability or leaving BC outright. Thanks for speaking so eloquently to these important issues.ReplyDelete Richard AustenMarch 8, 2012 at 2:06 AM I am also a BC teacher - now teaching in Hong Kong. I have floated the idea on facebook a few times but I will say it here. The government's tactic of the fines is to essentially stop a teacher walk-out. Strikes are illegal. The way to circumvent this action by the government is to organize teachers to hand in their resignations "en masse" including all TOCs (for which I was one). I'll grant you this is somewhat dangerous high stakes game to play - but it is one that must be played if Bill 22 goes through as that bill is a union busting bill anyway. The government can't fine someone who quits their job. We'll call it the "organization" rather than the BCTF and if government wants teachers back they'll have to talk to the BCTF - err "the Organization." It takes something along this drastic action to save the teaching union in BC because I can tell you something right now - the government does not care the least bit about these letters - they don't care about marches in Victoria - The Liberals are sitting back and laughing that they just saved three days of salaries and heating bills for all the schools. Their voters (which is the majority) support crushing the Teaching union despite all the chatter we see on facebook and other social media - we may get support from those friends but those ore OUR friends who arguably ore of similar mindedness on issues like this. I suspect the vast majority of Liberal voters want the Union to die. So it's time to stop the letter and the appeals to the liberal "heart of gold" and realize that that heart is ice. It's not the time to send in the BCTF Poodle to fight the Liberal T-REX - it's time to play some serious hardball - 40,000 teachers resign - effective the day after Spring Break ends. You want the teachers back - you hire them all back under the BCTF union (ie as if there was no resignation).ReplyDelete Replies AlexMarch 9, 2012 at 11:08 AM This is called (or is similar to) 'work-to-rule' (which I believe is what's been done so far...) Yes. It is worth this.Delete Reply RommelMarch 8, 2012 at 11:36 AM Hi, I found this blog once, then lost it. Took me forever to come back and find it. I wanted to see what comments you got. Nice blog by the way.I must take this opportunity to write to you from my heart.I Really enjoyed your blog.I have never read such a wonderful article. Resignation Letter ReplyDelete alientoinquirytooMarch 8, 2012 at 9:18 PM Dear Tara Ehrcke, You have stolen the words and ideas from my mouth! I could not have put it any better and I am the first one to sign up for your letter writing campaign. I have thought for a long time that our only recourse is to resign en-masse or all take stress leaves at the same time, either way there is no way that they win! Thank you for this... Andre KozakReplyDelete Replies alientoinquirytooMarch 8, 2012 at 9:26 PM I guess I should thank Tara for posting this and Mark for the writing and Richard for the ultimate solution! Thanks...Delete Reply alyxpottsMarch 9, 2012 at 7:59 AM "You may say good riddance – we can find someone cheaper than you to do the same job. But I dare you to say that to my students. That is a challenge that perhaps I could make." I had Mr.Skanks for math last year and he's amazing. So I think if you said those things to us "the students" we'd have a lot of kind words about Mr.Skanks and his teaching abilities/wisdom. And quite the opposite of "kind words" for you putting him and all our other teachers through all this.ReplyDelete AlexMarch 9, 2012 at 11:07 AM Brilliant letter! Well put! Passing it on!ReplyDelete Mrs.BMarch 12, 2012 at 9:50 AM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Mrs.BMarch 12, 2012 at 9:51 AM THANK YOU! Well said - I will be sharing this with colleagues in Burnaby & Surrey. Avril Broekhuizen Chilliwack Secondary, SD33ReplyDelete Mrs. D. ThiesenMarch 12, 2012 at 9:59 PM I've shared this on twitter. I was a top university student as well and encouraged to go into medicine but chose teaching...I love teaching, but did I make a mistake? I'm so insulted.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ▼  March (12) Bill 22 and Class Size/Class Composition BC Liberals: You reap what you sow... From public to private: a subtle path What is this dispute about? Putting equity last, a... Walk out pamphlet - arguments for full withdrawal ... Teachers debate a response to Bill 22 Lessons from the US - when unions don't strike to ... Lessons from history - legislation and illegal str... How do teachers defeat Bill 22? Critical thinking and Bill 22 - A teacher rebuts G... What is this strike about? A moving letter from a ... Public education - Christy: it's about equality ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=10068,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 3, Jan./Feb. 2003 GVTA focussed on school board elections by Debra Swain For the November 2002 municipal elections, we chose to focus on the school boards. Because our district spans five municipalities, we felt we would be spread too thin should we try to be involved in all the municipal elections. With the Sooke and Saanich teachers’ associations, we decided to publish a survey of all candidates from the three school districts. (Our members live in all three districts. Members of the Sooke or Saanich associations may vote for trustees to the Greater Victoria School Board, and vice-versa.) The second project we worked on together was an ad in the newsgroup papers covering the three locals; the ad included the dates of the all-candidates meetings in each district. Locals worked on individual projects as well as all-candidates meetings, communication with members, and media spots. Working with the Sooke and Saanich locals was a very good idea. We had a chance to see how the different districts handle trustee elections. We brainstormed ideas for the survey and found that our concerns are common. Each local was responsible for distributing the survey to their trustees as well as e-mailing the responses to the GVTA office. We formatted the responses and had them printed in a pull-out section with our local newsletter. Members in the three locals could read the responses from the trustees in the three districts. The ad in the newsgroup was facilitated by work the BCTF Graphics Department did for locals. The high quality ad allowed locals to list issues important to them and the dates of local all candidates’ meetings in the three districts. The newsgroup papers go to households in the entire area. We felt this was the best way to get the information out to teachers and other members of the community. The two projects were organized at lunch meetings with presidents and others from the three locals. As a side benefit, we learned about other issues in the locals and have decided to continue the practice. Our local hosted an all-candidates meeting with the two CUPE unions in the district. The president of the district PAC was the moderator. The meeting was very informative. Many of our staff reps attended and took information back to their staffs. Having the district PAC president chair the meeting worked very well. It provided an opportunity to work with the district PAC on a project of mutual interest. The union presidents collated questions from the floor, plus some of their own. The moderator ensured that candidates had fair access to answering questions. The candidates commented on how fair the process was and appreciated the opportunity to speak to the group. Our local communicated with our members in several ways. As stated, we sent the pull-out survey to our members as part of our regular newsletter. We also added to the pull-out sections information provided by the BCTF on why people should vote, and strategic voting. There were articles in our newsletter on the election and ads encouraging members to vote. We discussed the upcoming elections at our local staff rep assembly. We also sent faxes to every staff rep to post in the staffrooms encouraging teachers to vote. The president of the local was interviewed about the elections by various television and radio stations. The vice president was on the Moe Sihota show with a panel including the president of the district PAC and a student. Sihota had many of the district trustee candidates present. He asked them questions from the panel and from people who called in. We were very successful in electing candidates who speak positively for public education. We have a new chair of the board who is seeking positive relations with the teachers’ union. We are optimistic that we will be able to work together in difficult times. We are encouraging the new trustees to lobby the Liberal government for adequate funding for public education. Debra Swain is vice president of the Greater Victoria Teachers’ Association and a member of the Teacher Newsmagazine Advisory Board. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/02/bcs-learning-incentives-fund-1-minute.html?showComment0751329153530064,Staffroom Confidential: BC's Learning Improvement Fund - 1 minute per student per day Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Wednesday, February 8, 2012 BC's Learning Improvement Fund - 1 minute per student per day The BC Ministry of Education has announced its "Learning Improvement Fund" via radio ads. Rather than put class sizes and class composition limits back into contract, and rather than reinstate teachers' ability to bargain working conditions, the government is setting up a fund to provide a paltry sum of additional money to supposedly address learning challenges. (And as an aside, it's not clear if it really is any additional money...the budget announcement for next year's funding is actually a 3% cut. It might just be re-purposing of money meaning cuts elsewhere.) When class size and composition limits were removed in 2002, the government took $275 million per year from education budgets. How much is the Learning Improvement Fund? $30 million next year. $65 million the year after, and $75 million the year after that. With 550,000 public school students in BC, what does this "improvement" look like? 27 cents per student per day, in year one. For a whole class of thirty students, this is just over $8. That would buy about half an hour of an educational assistant time, to serve all 30 students. That works out to 1 minute per student per day. In year two, two minutes a day. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 9:33 AM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 6 comments: Wendy TurnerFebruary 8, 2012 at 12:32 PM This is not compensation for the support they've (Liberal govt.) taken from students and teachers in the classroom. It's a slap in the face! Wendy TurnerReplyDelete James SanyshynFebruary 8, 2012 at 1:15 PM insulting, inadequate, ill-informed...... time to change government and get this fixed!ReplyDelete AnonymousFebruary 8, 2012 at 7:22 PM Hi Tara, Sorry to leave an unrelated comment, but I couldn’t find any contact info for you. I’m wondering if you’d be interested in a guest post. Please drop me an e-mail at garciaanthony39 at gmail dot com. Thanks! AnthonyReplyDelete Dale MorrisonFebruary 13, 2012 at 9:18 AM And on top of everything else how much has it cost the government to actually have these messages broadcast? More $$ wasted. Dale MorrisonReplyDelete Bob WilsonFebruary 13, 2012 at 10:50 AM Hi Tara, I just looked at the budget projection for SD 6 (Rocky Mountain). If enrollment stays constant, about 3300 students, the district will receive about $460K less in funding. If distribution of the $22.5 million COF next year (what's left after CUPE get $7.5 million as part of their settlement) is based on a per student amount, RMSD stands to gain between $113K to $127K, depending on whether private schools are included in the COF legislation. The legislated settlement proposed to remedy Bill 27 and 28 is not enough to offset a decade of cuts. It is not even enough to cover the coming year’s cuts.ReplyDelete BCMommyMarch 7, 2012 at 7:16 PM And so great that the first year's $30 million probably came from what they saved in paying us for the past three days we were on strike! Once again, we teachers are paying out of pocket for what they call 'improvements.' I bet Christy Clark is laughing her butt off at us all. She probably planned it to come to this all along. Teachers strike and pay the first year of a plan that they hope makes the government look good. Awesome. Claire SD 34ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ▼  February (11) BC Teachers' Day of Action: It's about priorities.... Rally to support teachers for a fair deal On a legislated contract and parents who care - on... Will the BC government agree to mediation to resol... Confusing differentiation with adverse discriminat... Are BC workers getting wage increases? Are Principals friends of public education? Negotiate, don't legislate BC's Learning Improvement Fund - 1 minute per stud... Go east, young teacher Kevin Falcon speaks the Liberal truth - serve the ... ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=24739,BCTF News Releases  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources   For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development News Release Archives 2014  2013  2012    2011 2010  2009  2008 2007  2006  Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2011 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  December 12, 2011 New education funding formula robs Peter to pay Paul  The new education funding formula announced today will compel small “have-not” school districts to compete with large “have” districts for their share of scarce resources. BCTF President Susan Lambert said that the key words in the government’s announcement are all ones teachers would fully support: “more equitable, stable, sustainable education funding” based on “the principles of equity, predictability, stability, flexibility, and transparency.” “However,” Lambert noted, “the principle of adequacy of funding is totally overlooked.” She pointed out that the increase in the education budget for 2012/13 over 2011/12 is a paltry $3 million out of a total of $4.724 billion. “Three million dollars is less than one tenth of one percent of the total. In fact it’s 0.06%, at a time when inflation is running at close to 3%,” Lambert said. By contrast, she said, since 2002 the Liberals have been able to cut $330 million a year (in current dollars) out of the education budget by stripping teachers’ collective agreement of class-size limits and guarantees of services to students with special needs. The new funding formula doesn’t address these issues in any way, she noted. Teachers welcome the announced increase for the CommunityLINK program, which funds school meal programs and other supports for vulnerable children, but are concerned it will only provide a band aid when much more holistic solutions are needed. “This move reflects the depth of poverty among our students and the urgency of need across BC, which has had the highest rate of child poverty in Canada for eight years in a row,” Lambert said. “Children and families need the BC Liberals to get going on a comprehensive poverty reduction strategy, with legislated targets and timelines.” Speaking today at the BC School Trustees Association conference in Vancouver, Education Minister George Abbott conceded, that indeed “there will be winners and losers” in the new education funding formula. “If some children are winners and others are losers, what has happened to the principle of equity?” Lambert asked. “Teachers believe that every child should have an equal right to quality public education, and our public policies should ensure that equity, not reinforce inequity.” -  30  - For more information, contact Nancy Knickerbocker, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell). Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=10032,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 3, Jan./Feb. 2003 The cost of what Langley teachers and students have lost by Teri Sobo W ith several quick strokes of a pen, the "educational heart" of the collective agreement has been ripped out. Gone are provisions covering: ESL caseloads class-size limits special classes class-size limits when safety is a factor mandate for school-based teams identification of students with special needs integration of students with special needs staffing levels for non-enrolling teachers programming and resources based on students’ educational needs release time for in-service education for teachers enrolling students with special needs the resolution procedure for violations of the above provisions and more. The cost of what we have lost is immeasurable. In the period leading up to 1988, Langley teachers devoted at least $10,000 to a class-size study and campaign. We did that in an effort to improve working conditions for teachers and learning conditions for students. We voted to become a union and thereby gained the right to free collective bargaining. After many months of negotiation, mediation, and arbitration, we achieved firm numbers in the collective agreement. "Over 1,000 teachers lost more than a week’s salary in 1989 to achieve firm class-size limits," recalls Peter Owens, president of the Langley Teachers’ Association from 1988 to 1991. "And that was miniscule compared to the thousands of hours given by teachers over 30 years to improve learning conditions for students." That’s all in the past. Over the years, administration challenged the firm numbers and other provisions in the collective agreement. In response, teachers filed grievances. Through settlements of the grievances, the language was further defined. Some grievances had to be resolved through arbitration. Many gains were made through settlements and arbitrated awards, among them: definitions of special needs additional release time for school-based teams to meet psycho-educational assessments in 30 days caseloads of 15 for learning assistance teachers the requirement that the employer plan a budget to meet firm numbers. Those gains are now gone. The arbitrated awards form part of B.C. case law. But the language that gave rise to the awards is now stripped from the collective agreement. Trade-offs are part of the process of bargaining, and trade-offs were made to achieve class-size limits and other provisions. Everything that we gave up in the process of bargaining is now added to the loss. Langley teachers fought hard to achieve the "educational heart" of the collective agreement. We were motivated by the need for standards that applied to all teachers and set a level of service that applied to all students across the district. As well, we were motivated by the need to establish conditions that enabled us to do our work. Levels of service are now gone, and we know what is happening to our work. Diane Gorton, president of the LTA from 1991 to 1994, says, "This is a waste. Fewer children will be well educated. Teachers can’t be as involved with students when they have responsibility for too many individuals and face too many demands." She adds, "If we don’t look after some children while they are in the school system with one-on-one instruction, special classes, and smaller classes, statistically, we know they will end up as a cost to the justice system. They are more likely to be under or unemployed and be victims of poverty. They may suffer poor health and be more reliant on social services. One way or another, we, as a society, pay for neglect." One way we sought to look after students’ needs was through the work of the school-based teams. We had a process for professional decision-making when students with special needs were integrated into regular classes. Decisions were made based on the educational needs of the students. Regular classes were smaller to accommodate integration. That language in the collective agreement is now gone. The provisions of the collective agreement required a certain level of funding. These provisions allowed planning and, thereby, provided stability. The class-size and caseload numbers determined the staffing levels based on student enrolment. As a result, the start of each new school year was orderly. With the provisions stripped out of the agreement things are different. Planning, stability, and predictable funding levels are in the past now, and we witnessed the most chaotic school opening in memory. Sharon von Hollen, current president of the LTA, says, "This September, many hours of school were lost due to unprecedented disorganization." The provisions of the collective agreement set up equal working conditions for teachers across the district. That equality eliminated the extreme differences in class sizes, caseloads, and workloads we had before the collective agreement. It helped establish positive working relationships among colleagues and between teachers and administrators. With those provisions stripped, we see a predictable increase in extreme differences in working conditions again. This situation will increase allegations of favouritism and, conversely, harassment. As a union, we rely on two vehicles for problem solving and improving conditions of employment: the grievance procedure and collective bargaining. Through collective bargaining, we hoped to achieve improvements to class size, caseload, and workload to meet the growing demands on us within the public education system. With the "educational heart" of the collective agreement gutted, that way is now lost. Problems will fester and grow. The protections in the collective agreement prevented and alleviated some of the problems. Von Hollen predicts, "Teachers will suffer mental, emotional, and physical ill health because of the worsening conditions. This is tragic. And employers bear responsibility for this tragedy." During the last decade across B.C., administrators said they couldn’t manage the provisions of the collective agreement. School boards directed their bargaining agent to have the collective agreement stripped. Last year, the government obliged. Jean Chan, president of the LTA from 1997 to 2000, makes this observation: "When someone gains, someone else loses. Management and government have gained power and control; teachers and students have lost rights and protections." The cost of what we have lost is far-reaching and incalculable. Teri Sobo works at Milner Special Services, Langley. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11342&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2001 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 14, Number 2, October 2001 New survey on how kids use the Internet In June 2001, the Media Awareness Network (MNet) released "Young Canadians In A Wired World," the most comprehensive survey to date on what Canadian kids are doing online. The cross-Canada survey, in the form of a written questionnaire, was administered by Environics Research Group in March 2001, to 5,682 students between the ages of 9 and 17. The survey is a follow-up to telephone research conducted last year with 1,100 Canadian parents about their kids’ Internet activities. Overall, the findings indicate that kids are way ahead of their parents—and alone—in their explorations of the Internet. Perhaps more important, the findings reveal a major discrepancy between parents’ views about how the Internet is used, and managed, in their homes, and what the kids think. The survey underlines the extent to which Canadian kids have integrated the Internet into their daily lives. Seventy-nine percent of kids say they access the Internet at home (48% for at least an hour a day). Fourteen percent say they use the Internet at school for at least an hour a day. Downloading music, e-mailing, and surfing for fun are the kids’ favourite activities, followed closely by downloading games, getting information (other than for school work), using instant messaging, and chatting. Homework (which parents rated at 66%) came in 9th as a preferred online activity, albeit at a healthy 38%. The three most popular sites, for respondents of all ages, are Hotmail (a free e-mail service), Yahoo (a multi-purpose portal that provides e-mail, chat, instant messaging, and a search engine) and Napster (a Web site where kids can go to download music). Parents’ main concern about the Internet is kids’ access to pornography and other inappropriate material. Over half the kids in this survey say they’ve ended up in a pornographic Web site accidentally while searching for something else, or by typing in the wrong address, clicking on a banner ad, or being sent a link by someone in a chat room or in instant messaging. Slightly less than a quarter of kids say they go to sexually explicit sites intentionally and another 40% (mainly boys) visit violent or gory Web sites. More than anything, it’s the interactive aspects of the Internet that have captured kids’ imaginations. Seventy-one percent of young people have an e-mail account and of these, 81% have a free e-mail account like Hotmail or Yahoo. Instant messaging (IM)—like ICQ or MSN Messenger is especially popular with young people. Use peaks with the 13- to 14-year-olds, 39% use IM every day or almost every day. Kids do not always know who they are talking to online. Most e-mail activity is with friends, but 45% of kids say they "often" or "sometimes" e-mail people they’ve met only on the Internet. Of the 56% of students who say they go into chat rooms, 72% participate in unmonitored chat rooms for teens and almost 60% say they at least sometimes go into private areas of chat rooms to talk to just one person. Kids are exploring the Internet largely without adult intervention. Eight in ten kids say they are alone online all or most of the time. Nearly seven in ten say their parents never sit with them while they surf the Net and over half say parents never check where they’ve been online. There’s a "disconnect" between how parents view their management of the Internet at home, and how kids see their parents’ involvement. Seventy-one percent of parents say they know quite a lot about the Web sites their child visits but only 45% of kids say this is so. Eight in ten parents tell us that they talk "a great deal" or "a fair bit" to their kids about their Internet activities but less than a quarter of kids are of the same opinion. A full 44% of the students say their parents don’t know about all their e-mail accounts! "What we’re seeing" says Jane Tallim, MNet’s Internet specialist, "is a parent generation that values the Internet as an educational tool and who think they’re in touch with their kids’ Internet activities, and a younger generation who consider the Internet their own world, separate from their parents’ reach and knowledge." Over half the kids think they know more about the Internet than their parents, and nearly a quarter have put up their own Web sites. In spite of their technical abilities, many show a certain naiveté about online communication and information. The majority of kids who host their own sites are willing to disclose their e-mail addresses on these sites and 39% believe "all" or "almost all" of what they find on the Net. "It’s hard keeping up with the kids," says Anne Taylor, MNet’s co-director, "but we have to remember that they need our involvement now more than ever. There’s a lot of savvy required for the Net. Kids may have the technical know-how but they also need good information and critical thinking skills in order to be safe and discriminating consumers of Internet content and interactivity." The second half of the Young Canadians In A Wired World findings, about safety, privacy, marketing to kids and online student behaviour, will be included in our next issue. For more information on the data cited in this article go to www.media-awareness.ca/eng/webaware/netsurvey/index.htm. The Media Awareness Network (MNet) is a not-for-profit education organization whose mandate is to support and encourage media and information literacy in Canadian homes, schools, and communities. MNet hosts a large Web site with K–12 resources (www.media-awareness.ca) and it licenses professional development workshops for teachers to raise awareness about Internet issues that are emerging as children and young people go online. Among MNet’s members are the CTF, 13 provincial teachers associations and the Canadian Home and School Federation. To contact MNet write to info@media-awareness.ca  MNet is sponsored by Bell Canada, Rogers@Home, CanWest Global, BCE, CTV, CHUM Television, A & E Television Networks, AOL Canada, and the Government of Canada.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media jthornthwaite last tweet "MLA @douglas_horne thanking @colemancountry for his work w/ housing for BC @LindaReimerMLA @bcliberals http://t.co/zR6bdVGcRI" @jthornthwaite - 02:03am Follow @jthornthwaite BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=14906&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2008 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 20, Number 4, January/February 2008 Education and technology: Cell phones: to ban or not to ban? By Larry Kuehn The ubiquity of cell phones inevitably leads to questions about their use in classrooms and schools. These days, even a ride on the city bus features listening to one side of a conversation, as if the other person was riding on the bus beside the passenger on the phone. Kids of all ages now have them. So what to do about cell phones at school. Forbid them? Put conditions around their use? Allow texting, but not voice? Forbid photos? Who should decide? Should the ministry adopt a requirement for districts to have a policy, as they have with bullying? Should it be up to the school to have a common policy? Or is it left to individual teachers defining rules and responsible for enforcing them? Or should we do nothing, accepting that they are a part of the social environment in which we live? Good arguments can be made against the do-nothing approach. At the very least, a phone ringing in the middle of a class can be disruptive. Early reports of problems were about cheating on tests. South Korea is probably the most connected country on the globe and has an end-of-school test that determines not just what university one gets into, but also job prospects afterward. They have been dealing with the use of cell phones to cheat on exams for several years. High stakes inevitably produce a powerful incentive to ensure a high result. Our students are not immune to pressures to pass or gain a high mark. In addition to concerns about cheating, cyberbullying has become a significant enough issue for the Canadian Teachers’ Federation to propose policies to address it. The addition of the camera to the cell phone added new dangers and upped the potential for bullying both students and teachers. The postings of school fights on YouTube have had the most publicity. One BC school found that students had created a "fight club," with scheduled performances shared globally through quick uploads. An incident with a teacher in Quebec got lots of media coverage last year. Students in a class created chaos as a way of inciting a teacher, then used a phone to video the teacher’s angry response. It was soon posted on YouTube. Video of teachers in BC hasn’t become a big media story—yet. However, one teacher who dressed in costume on Halloween saw a student recording with a cell phone. She explicitly told the student not to post it on YouTube. When she checked there at the end of the day, the teacher was as a media star. The local president in Cariboo-Chilcotin, Rob Taylor, suggests doing some active checking. He said "Our high schools didn’t have a cell phone policy until I suggested they search YouTube with the names of the high schools. Surprisingly, two of the three schools had something posted, one a school fight, one a teacher ‘losing it’ in class." You may want to do a search for your school on a regular basis to see what the situation is. It is possible to get material removed from a website, but it’s not easy. Also, a number of less well-known websites may have material that you don’t find out about easily. So what should the policy be? An Ontario school district has adopted a no-cell-after-the-bell policy. A number of BC districts are considering similar approaches. In some districts, it is left up to the school to adopt a policy. In the absence of district or school policies, teachers may set explicit limits in their class. A no-cell policy may apply to teachers as well as students. Some policies explicitly prohibit the posting of photos taken at school without the permission of the subject of the photo. However, the lack of boundaries in our digitally saturated society presents new problems. Should students face discipline for actions taken outside of school, such as online bullying, that has a spillover impact on the school? School and district penalties for ignoring policies are often confiscation of the cell phone. In some cases, the student can pick it up from the office at the end of the day. In others, the phones are only returned when a parent comes to the school to pick it up. You can join an online discussion about these issues on the BCTF web site at: bctf.ca/forums/IssuesInEducation.aspx. Larry Kuehn is the director of the BCTF’s Research and Technology Division. What policies have been adopted by your school district or school? What is your view of what policies should be? Should the BCTF propose a policy on cell phone use in schools? Do you have an interesting story to tell about the problem of cell phones in school? Join the discussion, but remember, online space is public space. We will publish some of the more informative responses.)
(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/glenhansman?lang=ko,Glen Hansman(@glenhansman) 님 | 트위터 트위터 검색어 트위터 검색하기 저장된 검색어 삭제 인증된 계정 @ 추천 사용자 인증된 계정 @ 인증된 계정 @ 언어: 한국어 繁體中文 日本語 简体中文 Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 이미 트위터에 가입하셨나요? 로그인 트위터에 처음이세요? 지금 가입하세요 » 로그인 전화, 이메일 또는 사용자 아이디 비밀번호 로그인 ID 저장 비밀번호 찾기 문자 메시지로 이미 트위터를 사용 중인가요? Glen Hansman @glenhansman 트윗 20,726 사진/동영상 285 팔로잉 3,390 팔로워 4,388 관심글 12,056   더 보기 관심글 리스트 @glenhansman 님 언뮤트하기 @glenhansman 뮤트 팔로우 팔로잉 언팔로우 차단됨 차단 해제 대기 중 취소 Glen Hansman @glenhansman Vancouver teacher. 1st Vice President of the BC Teachers' Federation @bctf. RTs ≠ endorsement. Vancouver, BC bctf.ca 가입일: 2010년 11월 사진 및 동영상 285개 트윗 트윗 트윗과 답글 Glen Hansman 님이 리트윗했습니다. PressProgress @pressprogress  ·  10월 2일 Canada's CEOs now make 206 times more than you. http://www.pressprogress.ca/en/post/canadas-ceo-worker-pay-gap-among-worst-western-world … #canlab #cdnecon #cdnpoli @bcfed @ABFedLabour 답글하기 답글 0개 리트윗 리트윗함 리트윗 10개 10 관심글 담기 관심글 관심글 5개 5 더 보기 트윗 담아가기 Glen Hansman @glenhansman  ·  10월 4일 #PSAday is on October 24. Check out http://www.bctf.ca/pdcalendar/index.cfm?action=day&date=41936 … for all the #bced specialist association conferences pic.twitter.com/Q4E8dIXiZE 사진과 동영상 더 보기 답글하기 답글 0개 리트윗 리트윗함 리트윗 9개 9 관심글 담기 관심글 관심글 0개 더 보기 트윗 담아가기 Glen Hansman @glenhansman  ·  10월 4일 Vancouver Secondary teacher and comedian @MrPaulBae in @OurTimesMag here: http://tinyurl.com/k9ncoao  | #bced #canlab 답글하기 답글 0개 리트윗 리트윗함 리트윗 5개 5 관심글 담기 관심글 관심글 6개 6 더 보기 트윗 담아가기 Glen Hansman @glenhansman  ·  10월 4일 New documentary from @eduint highlights daily commitment of teachers around the world http://dlvr.it/75R1sT  | #bced 답글하기 답글 0개 리트윗 리트윗함 리트윗 5개 5 관심글 담기 관심글 관심글 5개 5 더 보기 트윗 담아가기 Glen Hansman 님이 리트윗했습니다. Canadian Labour @CanadianLabour  ·  8월 29일 Tell @pmharper to launch a PUBLIC INQUIRY into Missing & Murdered Aboriginal Women - http://goo.gl/8HfDHR  #canlab pic.twitter.com/7juUUsvIVJ 사진과 동영상 더 보기 답글하기 답글 0개 리트윗 리트윗함 리트윗 79개 79 관심글 담기 관심글 관심글 15개 15 더 보기 트윗 담아가기 Glen Hansman 님이 팔로우함 Youth Coalition, IPPF Global 님 @youth_coalition 님 언뮤트하기 @youth_coalition 뮤트 팔로우 팔로잉 언팔로우 차단됨 차단 해제 대기 중 취소 Youth Coalition @youth_coalition Youth Coalition is an international youth-led organization promoting adolescent and youth sexual and reproductive rights. @ippf 님 언뮤트하기 @ippf 뮤트 팔로우 팔로잉 언팔로우 차단됨 차단 해제 대기 중 취소 IPPF Global @ippf We are the world's leading sexual & reproductive health rights provider. Glen Hansman @glenhansman  ·  10월 2일 At meeting of @bcfed Executive Council. | #bcunion #canlab 답글하기 답글 0개 리트윗 리트윗함 리트윗 0개 관심글 담기 관심글 관심글 2개 2 더 보기 트윗 담아가기 Glen Hansman 님이 리트윗했습니다. SARAVYC @SARAVYC  ·  10월 1일 #Self-esteem a protective factor against #LGBTQ youth harm. #pride #visibility #strategy #LGBTQyouth http://ow.ly/C0hFh  답글하기 답글 0개 리트윗 리트윗함 리트윗 2개 2 관심글 담기 관심글 관심글 1개 1 더 보기 트윗 담아가기 Glen Hansman 님이 리트윗했습니다. Pam Ratner @PamRatner  ·  8월 26일 Gay-straight alliances in schools reduce suicide risk for all students. #UBCMentalHealthEd #LGBT http://news.ubc.ca/2014/01/20/gay-straight-alliances-in-schools-reduce-suicide-risk-for-all-students/ … 답글하기 답글 0개 리트윗 리트윗함 리트윗 19개 19 관심글 담기 관심글 관심글 7개 7 더 보기 트윗 담아가기 Glen Hansman 님이 리트윗했습니다. Wendy Carr @mmecarr  ·  10월 1일 Félicitations, Mme Sveistrup! Le français intensif à l'École Franklin à Vcr - Global News! http://tinyurl.com/p5wph3f  pic.twitter.com/ebwPI501rF 사진과 동영상 더 보기 답글하기 답글 0개 리트윗 리트윗함 리트윗 2개 2 관심글 담기 관심글 관심글 9개 9 더 보기 트윗 담아가기 Glen Hansman @glenhansman  ·  10월 1일 Jan/Feb issue of @bctf Teacher newsmag dedicated to ending stigma of #mentalhealth. http://bit.ly/1hWzqjB  #UBCBEd2015 #ubcMentalHealthEd 요약 보기 답글하기 답글 0개 리트윗 리트윗함 리트윗 7개 7 관심글 담기 관심글 관심글 3개 3 더 보기 트윗 담아가기 Glen Hansman 님이 리트윗했습니다. UBC Teacher Ed @UBCTeacherEd  ·  9월 29일 This list is growing! Provincial Professional Development Day Opportunities: October 24, 2014 http://teach.educ.ubc.ca/pd2014/  #UBCBEd2015 #UBCIBEd 답글하기 답글 0개 리트윗 리트윗함 리트윗 7개 7 관심글 담기 관심글 관심글 1개 1 더 보기 트윗 담아가기 Glen Hansman 님이 리트윗했습니다. Yvonne Dawydiak @yvonnedtechtalk  ·  9월 30일 Upgrade your brain http://vimeo.com/36973442  Develop mental health literacy @UBCTeacherEd #UBCBEd2015 #ubcMentalHealthEd Vimeo 재생 사진과 동영상 더 보기 답글하기 답글 0개 리트윗 리트윗함 리트윗 7개 7 관심글 담기 관심글 관심글 3개 3 더 보기 트윗 담아가기 Glen Hansman 님이 리트윗했습니다. Wendy Carr @mmecarr  ·  9월 30일 Dr Stan Kutcher UBC #UBCmentalhealthed #UBCBEd2015 develop mental health literacy=knowledge, attitudes, competencies. pic.twitter.com/TzWnxVymS0 사진과 동영상 더 보기 답글하기 답글 0개 리트윗 리트윗함 리트윗 6개 6 관심글 담기 관심글 관심글 4개 4 더 보기 트윗 담아가기 Glen Hansman @glenhansman  ·  10월 1일 Attending @UBCEduc talk by @StanKutcher on mental health literacy in middle & secondary schools Sept 30. | #bced 답글하기 답글 0개 리트윗 리트윗함 리트윗 3개 3 관심글 담기 관심글 관심글 3개 3 더 보기 트윗 담아가기 Glen Hansman @glenhansman  ·  9월 30일 Violence is Not Part of the Job: http://www.worksafebc.com/publications/health_and_safety/posters/assets/pdf/ViolenceEducation.pdf … Poster for #bced by @WorkSafeBC @BCPSEA @CUPEbcschools & @BCTF 답글하기 답글 0개 리트윗 리트윗함 리트윗 0개 관심글 담기 관심글 관심글 0개 더 보기 트윗 담아가기 Glen Hansman 님이 리트윗했습니다. BC TELA @BCTELA  ·  9월 30일 The BCTELA Conference Program is Here! http://bctela.ca/the-conference-program-is-here/ … #psaday @bctf @glenhansman @gthielmann @leah_kelley @IBMcGuigan 답글하기 답글 0개 리트윗 리트윗함 리트윗 5개 5 관심글 담기 관심글 관심글 1개 1 더 보기 트윗 담아가기 Glen Hansman 님이 리트윗했습니다. Janine Fraser @Janfra2  ·  9월 26일 Registration is open for @BCPrimaryTeach conference in Victoria on October 24 #psaday. Register online a http://www.bcpta.ca/wordpress/  #bced #bctf 답글하기 답글 0개 리트윗 리트윗함 리트윗 3개 3 관심글 담기 관심글 관심글 1개 1 더 보기 트윗 담아가기 Glen Hansman 님이 리트윗했습니다. VSB Pride Committee @VSB_Pride  ·  7월 28일 For Many Asian LGBT Youth, Homophobia Starts at Home http://zite.to/UGyaKi  답글하기 답글 0개 리트윗 리트윗함 리트윗 1개 1 관심글 담기 관심글 관심글 0개 더 보기 트윗 담아가기 Glen Hansman 님이 리트윗했습니다. Raffi Cavoukian @Raffi_RC  ·  9월 29일 A Colourful Gift To BC Teachers free gift~for your brave stand on #bced !! http://www.childhonouring.org/mydrawingourworld.html … pic.twitter.com/jvihQaxHYY 사진과 동영상 더 보기 답글하기 답글 0개 리트윗 리트윗함 리트윗 24개 24 관심글 담기 관심글 관심글 13개 13 더 보기 트윗 담아가기 트위터에 트래픽이 과열되었거나 일시적인 문제가 발생하였습니다. 다시 시도 자세한 내용은 트위터 시스템 현황을 참고하세요. 닫기 Glen Hansman 님이 팔로우함 Glen Hansman 님의 최신 소식을 놓치지 마세요 Vancouver, BC · 변경하기 © 2014 Twitter 회사소개 고객지원 광고 정보 닫기 실시간 트렌드 나만을 위한 트렌드 관심 분야 트렌드를 손쉽게 파악할 수 있습니다. 나의 위치정보와 팔로우 목록을 바탕으로 한 맞춤형 트렌드를 경험해보세요. 변경하기 맞춤형 트렌드 유지하기 전 세계 트렌드 보기 완료 숨기기 닫기 이전 다음 닫기 프로필 보기 저장된 검색어 삭제 인증된 계정 @ 추천 사용자 인증된 계정 @ 인증된 계정 @ 닫기 팔로워들에게 리트윗할까요? 취소 리트윗 닫기 정말 이 트윗을 삭제하시겠습니까? 취소 지우기 닫기 차단하기 취소 차단하기 트윗에 위치 정보 포함하기 트윗에 포함된 위치정보는 트위터에 저장됩니다. 트윗을 보낼 때마다 위치정보 활성화 여부를 선택할 수 있으며, 언제든지 위치 기록을 삭제할 수 있습니다. 자세히 보기 위치 기능 켜기 나중에 위치정보 끄기 닫기 프로필 요약 닫기 내 리스트 닫기 리스트 만들기 리스트 이름 설명 100자 미만, 선택 입력사항 프라이버시 공개 · 이 리스트는 누구나 팔로우할 수 있습니다 비공개 · 이 리스트는 나만 볼 수 있습니다 리스트 저장 닫기 닫기 트윗 담아가기 아래 코드를 복사해서 원하시는 웹사이트에 트윗을 담아가세요. 자세한 사항은 트윗 담아가기 도움말에서 확인하실 수 있습니다. 서버에 접속하는 도중 문제가 발생했습니다. 다시 시도해주세요 기존 트윗 포함하기 미디어를 포함 미리보기 닫기 트위터 가입하기 아직 트위터 아이디가 없나요? 지금 가입해서, 친구나 관심분야에 일어나는 일들을 실시간으로 업데이트 받으세요. 이미 트위터에 가입하셨나요? 로그인 » 닫기 트위터 SMS 번호: 국가 국가 코드 For customers of 미국 40404 (모두) 캐나다 21212 (모두) 영국 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 브라질 40404 Nextel, TIM 아이티 40404 Digicel, Voila 아일랜드 51210 Vodafone, O2 인도 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance 인도네시아 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata 이탈리아 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » 다른 국가의 단축번호 보기 닫기 확인)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12440,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 19, Number 6, April 2007 TOC spotlight by Lori Pratt I don’t even notice the small scalpel they are using to take me apart, piece by tiny piece, until I’m mid-stride across the front of the classroom, well into a groundbreaking analysis of the feminist implications of the Industrial Revolution on modern Canadian society, thinking I have all of them in the palm of my hand, when one of them suddenly pipes up, "Ms. P., I have a question." For a split second, the letters of his name teeter on the brink of my memory like black bowling pins in a bubble gum-pink alley, but luckily my Super-Sub ability to pluck the correct name from the attendance Scantron doesn’t fail me. "Yes, Johnny?" I ask, rather pleased with myself. I am a confident woman with an excellent memory who has just inspired discourse in a perfect stranger, a teenager no less. Strike! Titters from the class. Something is wrong. "It’s Victor, actually." "Oh." I wince. Still, I am a confident woman who opens channels of communication with her stunning insight. "Yes, Victor?" Victor makes a show of draping himself casually over the back of his chair before he speaks again. He fixes on me with a steady stare the one glittering eye that his long Goth bangs don’t cover. His tone is serious, intent, earnest. "Why does your left eyelid have 92 eyelashes, but your right one has only 89?" The faint sound of a lawn being mowed 12 blocks away wafts through the open curtains. No one is looking at Victor. They are all looking at me. My mind is now reeling through the list of possible answers to Victor’s insolence. No, that’s too sarcastic. Might do damage. No, that one is too light for such an infraction. No, that one is too heavy. Nah, I wouldn’t want to mark that one. That one is not immediate enough. That one is too authoritarian. That one invites a response. Too cliché. Too confrontational. Humorous. Ambiguous. Too... Got it. "Victor, come sit up here at the front so you can focus more on what I’m saying rather than what I look like." Victor slouches to the front, deflated. It doesn’t matter. My lecture has been on pause too long. When my mind unfreezes, it can’t remember where it left off. It flops about for awhile, like a fish on a dock, struggling to get back into the water but knowing intuitively that this is the last gasp. I sigh. Victor has won. "Take out your books. Turn to page 40. Your teacher wants you to do questions one through seven, odds only." Lori Pratt is a teacher on call, Vancouver. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11322&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2001 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 14, Number 2, October 2001 Administrative staff positions at the BCTF by Ken Novakowski In the most recent round of negotiations between the BCTF and the Administrative Staff Union, changes were made to hiring procedures to positions on the administrative staff at the Federation. Currently, the Federation maintains half of its administrative staff positions as four-year term positions. Typically, any vacancy of a four-year term position is posted in schools and members may apply. The new provision in the agreement requires that such vacancies now be posted internally first. Internal applicants who have a continuing appointment will be selected by seniority to fill a vacant position for which they apply provided that they possess the necessary qualifications. If no one with a continuing appointment fills the position, then applicants who hold term appointments of less than four years will be selected by seniority provided they have the necessary qualifications for the vacant position. What this means in practice is that the entry point for a position on the administrative staff has now become temporary positions of less than four years. These temporary positions may be for anywhere from four months to a year and, on occasion, two years. Members from outside the Lower Mainland have been reluctant to apply for short temporary positions because of the problems associated with moving to Vancouver for a short period of time. However, if a member has the objective of serving in a four-year term position, the most likely way of achieving that objective would be to apply for a temporary position on the administrative staff. Ken Novakowski is the BCTF’s executive director.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/IssuesInEducation.aspx?id=14314,Functional literacy programs  	BCTF > Issues in Education  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Issues in Education > Inclusive Education > Teaching to Diversity BCTF-diversity discussion group responses on functional literacy programs This was the question: I need to support a Grade 9 boy... A non-reader ... Suffering with FASD ... Looking for a functional literacy program that would appeal to this angry young man. Any ideas? Here are the responses: 1) The corrective reading program is the best. It has worked so many times for me. Although it has no pictures, my students always gain confidence from the rate charts and the systematic, methodical teaching. I used level a on a Grade 1 boy this year, and it's made miracles. I used B1 on a Grade 7 girl last year, and another miracle. 2) I am teaching a couple of classes of remedial reading at the high school level, and I have had great success using Anita Archer's Rewards program (available through the Alberta Book Depository) as well as Orca Soundings novels, which are geared for low-level teens (they have a website). 3) I have had great luck with the Read Naturally program for those students who are struggling with reading and writing. About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media last tweet "" @ - 12:00am Follow @ last post "" facebook/ - Jan 1st Like Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7112,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 1, September 2005 On being well: Now that summer is over by Julia Johnson The September school bell that proclaims the start of another school year also signals the end to the long, lazy days of summer. In June, most teachers envisage the summer months will provide them with time to rest, relax, and reflect while pursuing activities that bring them joy in the hope they will be able to re-enter classrooms rejuvenated and inspired. For many this vision of summer is often thwarted by the busyness of either planned or unexpected activities that squander precious time. A vision of summer renewal, not materialized, will nibble away at whatever energy reserves one has as soon as the ever-increasing demands, expectations, and never-ending jobs appear on the to-do list. Maintaining a sense of peace, and calm in the eye of September’s turmoil is a challenge if one wishes to approach the teaching year with more than survival in mind. The challenge of being well within the stressful environment of today’s educational arena requires that we change our thoughts about what is important and what is not. Such a reflection can begin with a careful examination of "the list" that dictates how your time will be used. If your list does not address your needs for achieving a vision of personal wellness, then your list is making requirements that will ensure you have a year fraught with unrest and poor health. Taking precedent over all things, regardless if the demands are work-based or home-based, is the need to take care of oneself. To most people, taking care of yourself means looking after your physical well being. This is important because poor physical health is a hindrance to achieving one’s dreams. A regime that keeps our muscles and cells fine-tuned should be at the top of the list—exercise is the most effective way to reduce stress. When a regular routine of physical exertion such as walking, swimming, running, biking, or golfing fits into the natural rhythm of your day, a habit for optimal health takes root. A simple decision to make physical exercise a part of each day becomes a goal that reaps a healthy lifestyle. For some people reconnecting with the spirit that nurtures the soul is a way of reducing stress, minimizing the aggravations of a day, and restoring peaceful energy. There are many ways to experience spirit and because this activity is very personal, no one method is better than another. However, engaging in an activity that enables you to hear the voice of your heart and soul, to hear the voice of truth and justice, to hear the harmonious beat of your life as it interacts with the surrounding life of plant and animal, will help you clarify issues that get clouded when debated by people with vested interests. Finding a few minutes in a day to close your mind to the outside world nurtures your spirit and restores your energy. Some people find solace and renewal connecting with family and friends. Life becomes simpler surrounded by the love and laughter of those who care about you. Frustration, anxiety, disappointment, and criticism seem less important when we remember that the people we care about will always be there. Each day provides opportunities to show by thought, word, and deed that we value, respect, and cherish those who are dear to us. Daily nurturing a dependable circle of friends fosters social well-being and provides a safety net. Today’s educational settings are often hotbeds of emotional unrest that breed ill health and disease. Some people, concerned for their emotional well-being, live by the words of the Serenity Prayer: "Grant me the serenity to accept the things I can not change, courage to change the things I can, and wisdom to know the difference." Living by these words requires daily reflection that enables us to let go of things that we have no control over and allows us to focus attention on areas where we can make a difference. When moments of thoughtful reflection are paired with the regular emptying of emotional baggage, emotional health is nurtured. Many people attend to their wellness needs by searching for and accepting new challenges. When the brain is stimulated with new learning, we become inspired and energized. Daily problems that once consumed our minds become less significant when our thoughts focus on perfecting a new skill. Stretching the brain muscle by learning something new addresses the intellectual well-being of our makeup. Wellness is definitely more than being physically fit. As the school year unfolds with its many demands, remembering that being well is a many-faceted state will help you to prioritize the items on your to-do list. And may the pursuit of wellness in the intellectual emotional, social, spiritual, and physical domains top your list of things to do. Let this be the year you succeed in achieving your goal to be well. Julia Johnson, a learning resource teacher at Red Bluff School, in Quesnel, is a BCTF PD wellness associate. johnsonj@abccom.bc.ca. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13194,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 1999 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 11, Number 7, May/June 1999 Project overseas Nepal by Veronica Delorme Here I sit, October 15, 1998, on top of the world, content with my job, listening to classical violin by candlelight, staring at the retreating sun, and reflecting on my comrades 13 hours and 45 minutes from here. They, too, are on top of the world, but in a geographic sense only. Teachers in Nepal have little status, low incomes, larger classes, little training, and few resources. “How are they doing? Are they able to implement any of the strategies I presented in their classrooms. Are they physically safe? When I think back, I hear… Namaste, madam, namaste! Thus began my summer as a Canadian co-tutor in Nepal. For several months, anticipation had been mounting. Leona Dolan, of the BCTF, informed me that my application to CTF’s Project Overseas had been accepted and I was on my way. After an excellent briefing in Ottawa, an overnight in London, and a wait in the Delhi airport, we were in Katmandhu. Our team of six met with the NNTA Executive (Nepali National Teachers’ Association), toured a bit of the city, and dined with our Nepali co-tutors. Over dinner, I learned that one eats one’s dahl (lentils) and bat (rice) together. The Nepalis were concerned when I ate the rice before the dahl had arrived. Communication, I could see, was going to be critical for the summer. Two team members were to go to Dhankuta (a five-hour trip by plane and bus). Two were heading to Jiri (an eight-hour car ride) and Carol Cyr-Rimmer and I were heading to Pokhara (a 20-minute flight). Pokhara was considerably less remote than the other two locations, having been the tourist centre for the Annapurna trekking circuit for many years. Communication centres offering telephone, fax, and e-mail abound. Western food was available. One could buy Nepali, Kashmiri, or Tibetan souvenirs. Our hotel accommodations, though spartan, were more than adequate. There would be very little time for TV or need for a phone. I glimpsed the stunning mountains that surround Pokhara only five times through the monsoon clouds over my 24-day stay. I wished I had brought a more sturdy umbrella to provide shade from the sun (up to 33 degrees Celsius) as well as protection from the rain. Tall Barah Shree, the school where training was to take place, was a short walk past sacred cows, water buffalo, and sometimes horses and donkeys. Our co-tutors and a couple of teachers came to our hotel to greet us. The next day, on our arrival at the school, four young girls presented bouquets of flowers at the gate. We walked into the classroom to the opening ceremonies. There were many speeches and salutations, most in Nepali. I glanced around the room, wondering which teachers would be partaking in my classes and doubting that I could meet their needs. As people smiled back at me, I began to relax. Over the next few weeks, I would marvel at their desire to learn. We would be starting that very afternoon. The Nepali co-tutors, Damodar and B. Sapkota, and I had planned who would be instructing which topics. Twenty teachers of whom only three were female, were registered in mathematics. I would be instructing for three hours in the morning for the next three-and-half weeks, including Sundays. Carol had a similar schedule for her English class. Saturday is the holy day. I would be instructing teachers in methods being implemented in Canadian mathematics classrooms. This of course would be done without access to photocopier, overhead, chalk boards, sliding white boards, manipulatives, etc. My big question was How am I going to do this? I made rough manipulatives out of paper and cardboard. We did paper folding and made up co-operative problem-solving questions. I had to reach into my memory for alternative ways of assessing students’ learning. At the end of the training, I drew names out of a hat and gave away all the supplies I had brought with me—books, chalk, pens, calculators, worksheets, etc. All were received with much respect. Nepali schooling is based on the British system. Students pursue public schooling until the end of Grade 10. Their math curriculum is somewhat earlier placed than B.C.’s. After Grade 10, it is called 10 plus 2. Following that, students go on to university. Government exams are administered at the end of Grade 5, Grade 8, and Grade 10. Most of the marks are based on those exams. As in B.C., that places a lot of stress on the system. Teachers are already operating in resource-poor schools with oversize classes (in some elementary classes as many as 80). On occasion, Damodar would stop me and ask for a few minutes in which to speak to the class. Sometimes a heated debate would arise, but eventually the questions would cease. Damodar would say, “They are happy now.” and I would continue, having no idea what had transpired. A visit to his home in rural Nepal was a highlight of my trip. His family was very hospitable, the food was delicious, the games were fun, and the jaunt up the mountainside was exhilarating. On another Saturday, we all went on a bus trip to see local sites—Bindi Basini Temple, Mahendra Gufa Caves, Begnas Tal (a lake), and Devi Falls. As part of the training, we delivered workshops on gender equity and AIDS prevention. These were well received and prompted much discussion. Just by being there, we women served as role models. The increased participation of Nepali women at all levels over previous years was noted. NNTA members see our work in our teachers’ union as very important. The teachers in my class were proud to wear their BCTF and Canadian pins. I wished I could have brought them much more. At the conclusion of 24 days, all team members returned to Kathmandhu to prepare reports for the NNTA and the CTF. August 9, 1998, we were winging our way to Dehli with much to reflect on and many new friends. One last time, I caught a glimpse of the Himalayas jutting through the clouds. Prior to leaving Canada, we had concerns about expansion of India/Pakistan nuclear hostilities. While I was in Nepal, I learned that Nepali teachers’ rights were being violated. Upon returning home, I wrote to Amnesty International (AI) seeking clarification. AI confirmed that there have been violations of people’s rights since 1996: arrest without due process, torture in police jails, and “disappearances.” Five Nepali had been arrested in June and July and reportedly were tortured while in police custody. None were allowed visits from family, lawyers, or doctors. According to AI, the five prisoners were transferred on August 11, at which time concern about torture was alleviated. Project Overseas offers a great way to become immersed, however briefly, in another culture and simultaneously to gain insights into one’s own culture. The work that the BCTF and the CTF support in developing countries is very important, and it touches many people’s lives. Projects have been reduced over the past few years. In 1998, 55 teachers headed overseas. A few years ago, 90. I urge you to help support and maintain these worthwhile projects. Veronica Delorme teaches at Charles Hays Secondary School, Kitimat. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=27122,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 7, May/June 2012   Provincial Intermediate Teachers’ Association  By Amanda Arneill  (PITA) is a PSA of the BCTF dedicated to providing useful professional development opportunities for intermediate and middle school teachers. We do this by offering online resources, and workshops and conferences throughout the year. Since teachers need to be masters of many subjects, all of our resources, conferences, and workshops span a variety of topics, subjects, and applicable grade levels. We try to ensure that there is something for everyone! Each year, PITA runs a day-long conference in Whistler. This fabulous resort conference focuses on providing teachers with a way to support struggling students. Our two-day Fall Conference in October is the perfect opportunity to attend multiple workshops. With amazing presenters and a full marketplace, you are sure to leave equipped with new ideas and strategies that you can use in your classroom on Monday. Throughout the year, we support our members (and we have over 1,500 of them!) with newsletters full of lesson ideas, resources, and tools. The PITA website (www.pita.ca) has even more! Our members have full access to over 100 novel studies, newsletter links, and lessons. With PITA on Facebook, e-mail, and Twitter, we are trying to provide professional resources for intermediate teachers in as many ways as possible. Like all PSAs, PITA is run by a group of committed and enthusiastic teacher volunteers. We work hard throughout the year to put on these events, and we do it because we are passionate about the importance of quality professional development for BC’s teachers. Join us to see what PITA is all about!  Amanda Arneill, president, PITA, www.pita.ca   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11362&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2001 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 14, Number 2, October 2001 Bella Coola forestry tour surprises teacher by Bob Strain Until recently, I considered myself an informed, albeit environmentally biased, observer of forestry practises in B.C. I had spent more than 20 years in our logging capital, Prince George, 12 of those years on small acreage in the forest. My father, brothers, and a brother-in-law had worked a good portion of their lives in logging camps. I knew from them that logging companies did try to manage our resources well. I wanted to support the industry’s right to make a living. However, the longer I taught, the more research I did, and the more I viewed the mistreatment of our woods as portrayed not just by the environmental movement, but by the media in general, the more I questioned how those companies were carrying out their business. A visit to several logging sites in the Bella Coola Valley during Spring Break 2001, made me reconsider my values and attitudes. Along with 17 other teachers, I participated in the annual "Festival of Forestry Tour," sponsored by Forestry Continuing Studies Network, International Forest Products Limited, and the B.C. Forest Service. Our tour was led by congenial professional forester Jim Rodney. Some might infer that our trip was nothing more than a PR campaign by the industry, an attempt to brainwash a captive audience. I would be hard pressed to find examples on the tour to support that idea. Our hosts insisted we "be inquisitive," meet formally and informally with representatives of all stakeholders in the area, and hold back no questions or concerns. Cynics were encouraged to plead their cases. By the end of the tour, few in our group could argue with the practices we observed. We began our tour in ministry planning offices. We heard from individuals in the extensive and inclusive Land and Resource Management Planning. The Coastal LRMP was days away from being signed. We ate with business people and other members of the community, rode with them in 4 x 4s and a crew boat, talked with other teachers, met officials from different ministries, and spoke with environmentalists, sawmill and logging camp owners, and workers, First Nations representatives, and politicians from all levels of government. We stomped through logging shows, photographed silviculture/reforestation areas, walked through a watershed restoration slough, toured an island of "culturally modified" trees, and visited a fish hatchery. We experienced many opportunities to discover what was actually going on in the forests around Bella Coola. We based our conclusions on that evidence. I don’t know if the answers to my concerns apply throughout B.C. Perhaps Interfor, at Bella Coola, is an industry leader and its high standards remain to be matched by others in the province. However, I can comment on one or two of my ideas that have changed. First, I was impressed with the amount of consultation going on among all interested parties. This was most evident in the Land and Coastal Resource Management Plan, which will provide strategic direction for managing B.C.’s natural resources. There was both praise and criticism for the coastal LRMP. Regardless of how it is finally evaluated, the LRMP process was a significant step forward, since it involved all parties and they did reach consensus before signing off their agreement. Until our group discussed resource planning, the impression I had received from the media was that environmental groups did not support conservation-based ecosystem approaches to temperate rainforests. I was, therefore, pleasantly surprised to learn of the agreement reached by Greenpeace, the Sierra Club of B.C., the Rainforest Action Network, and the Coastal Rainforest Coalition in the LRMP. The input of those groups regarding forest practices and management systems was taken seriously. They know that commitment toward sustainable forest management is manifest in a variety of forest certification systems. They know that every major B.C. forest company is dedicated to making B.C. a North American leader in certification. And, although certification is only one step toward responsible forest management, they support it and complementary initiatives such as land use planning, parks expansion, wildlife protection, and laws controlling harvest rates. No wonder B.C.’s forest-practices code is one of the most rigorous sets of environmental regulations in the world. Clearcuts that damage fish-bearing streams and adversely affect other wildlife were another of the myths put to rest at Bella Coola. I had joked with my students about the huge, ubiquitous, unsightly plots of land. I almost agreed that tree-spikers who tried to end large-scale forest operations had a point. When Hans Granander, an Interfor manager and our guide on a day-long trip down one of the channels near Bella Coola, pointed out an old 100-hectare site that had been clear cut, I felt that my views of total destruction were justified. However, he also had us observe much smaller, 40 hectare sites that had become the maximum size of clearcuts. Care had been taken to sculpt them so that they almost blended into the rest of the forest. Instead of being shocked by what I saw, my eyes feasted on landscapes that had regrown into meadows that would support a variety of species and eventually regrow into beautiful, new forests. At several stops along the way, we examined streams in the midst of logging operations. They had been protected during all phases of the logging operations by the forest companies. Stream after stream showed no signs of erosion to their banks. Water flowed freely below the fallen logs. Teachers must be on the alert to dangerous descriptions in the media that use old pictures to misinform us about damage to the streams. Environmental and economic discussions also focussed on old-growth forests. Critics of old-growth logging have had limited and misguided definitions of old-growth thrust upon them by the media. Seemingly, the environment would not be protected unless wilderness areas were left intact to preserve 200-year-old trees. A tree might be 200 years old, but it does not take 200 years to replace it or its neighbours. The meaning of old-growth and what to do when a species of any age reaches maturity needs to be reassessed. Our group was in awe over the massive, ancient trees in the forests. However, the argument need not be all or nothing, preservation or destruction. There are ways to harvest old-growth areas while leaving plenty of wilderness areas. We need to respect old growth, but we also need to respect our means of reforestation. It is important for us to scrutinize the impact of every action in the forests. After all, forestry is the backbone of our economy, and the environment is our number one concern. As teachers, we try in each topic to ensure that each point of view is fairly and thoroughly presented. We do our best to maintain a balance of ideas. When discussing forest values, let us remember to continue to update and improve our understanding and knowledge. Bob Strain teaches at Dave Kandal Elementary School, Abbotsford.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13082,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 1998 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 11, Number 2, October 1998 Opening hearts and gardens: A Saints' Haven rises from The Refuge by Gavin Hainsworth Occasionally teachers receive the rare and remarkable gift of knowing that they have made a true and lasting impact on the lives of others. Such a gift goes beyond the daily light in children’s eyes and lasts longer than the chocolate boxes of Christmas. It arrives unheralded and unexpectedly and is treasured more than gold. It is the returning student come back to thank; the glowing letter that tracks you down through the internal courier sent to the district office. Last year, I visited a small and private garden, appropriately called The Refuge, in the heart of a North Vancouver school, Ridgeway Elementary. The teacher within me marvelled at the learning opportunities it provided; the writer within soared with spirits it inspired and felt compelled to tell its story in the BCTF’s Teacher. This fall, I received a call to visit Langley Secondary School. Alison Hewitt, the teacher-librarian, had been inspired by the example of Ridgeway teacher-librarian Chuck Heath. She and teacher-colleague Carol Matheson had asked each other Why not here? “LSS had been through some hard times the last two years, and we were looking for a positive way to bring our people together,” said Hewitt. “The seeds of our garden were first sown last fall when some of our teachers read the article in the BCTF’s Teacher newsmagazine. Calling themselves the LSS Garden Committee, aka The Mad Gardeners, the original seven-person committee (Ronni Blake, Della Crawford, Alison Hewitt, Karen Johnson, Kathleen MacRae, Carol Matheson, and Maureen Ware) solicited the staff on December 2, 1997, for help in building and planting a 25 x 22 m garden, signing off with a playful “Yours in the dirt” call to shovels. Their plan was ambitious: turn one-third of a large vacant green area that once housed the now-demolished portable library, and transform the dull, litter-strewn space into “a tranquil, beautiful space in which to relax and enjoy nature.” The vision also included using the garden as an outdoor venue for small music and drama performances. Their timeline was short: have the garden fully built and planted for the school’s 50th Anniversary Open House on April 30, 1998. The response reached far beyond the school into the community. More than 750 volunteer hours went into planning, constructing, and planting by staff, students, parents, school-district personnel, and community members. The enthusiasm and donations expanded to fill the entire 55 x 22 m space that now included four areas (all wheelchair accessible). Performance Area—a grassy, amphitheatre for lunch-hour music and drama performances, ringed by low shrubs and shade trees. West Coast Shade Garden—including a variety of indigenous plants such as ferns and dogwoods. Asian Garden—including a stone river and plants from China and India to reflect the school’s multiculturalism. Community Garden—to include double raised beds to be managed by the special-education classes. “The project snowballed,” said Hewitt, “leaders emerged, and a community was formed.” Jim Babchuk, a just-retired nursery owner, donated 75 trees, and reached out to many others in the business, calling in old favours and exciting old friends. One LSS staffer’s husband, Andy Budden, a professional landscaper, helped make the plan and co-ordinate the many novice volunteers for sod removal (February 28), berm building, pathway drainage, and digging up donations for planting (Spring Break 1998), and the final plantings (April 1998). “One thing I really like about our garden,” said art teacher Kathleen MacRae, “is we didn’t have to fundraise. People just opened up their hearts and gardens to us—even people whose children don’t go to school here volunteered time.” MacRae’s art class made 16 pebble mosaics for the garden, and Karen Johnson’s Clothing and Textiles 11 class made a beautiful traditional log cabin quilt (auctioned for $300 for the garden). The math classes calculated the curvature of the pathways, and Ken Wolgram’s metal-work classes made eight benches. Twenty businesses and 10 individuals made significant donations of supplies, equipment, ground cover, trees, and shrubs. The Evergreen Foundation (funded by partner BC Hydro) donated $450 to the garden, and the Langley School District funded $750 for the full Asian Garden. The garden opened on time for the 50th, and to great celebration. Its name is Saints’ Haven, a name chosen after consultation by the school’s student council and a school-wide vote. Saints reflects the school’s team symbol; Haven, its philosophy. “It’s very exciting to see a dream and a vision come true for the school,” said LSS Principal Dave Michel. “I am very proud of our staff, students, and community.” Next year, Saints’ Haven will continue to grow, as MacRae’s art class makes mosaic murals, and the LSS mad gardeners seek donations of bulbs to fill in around their shrubs and trees. “There’s no vandalism,” said MacRae, “I believe because children and people from all walks of life came together to make this and participate.” “Many schools also have ugly corners. I’d like to see them do this, too. You’ll be surprised,” concludes MacRae. It’s a gift worth sharing that could take wide root. Gavin Hainsworth teaches at North Surrey Secondary School, Surrey. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141006,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/SocialJustice.aspx?id=21294,BCTF > Social Justice Video Resources  	BCTF Social Justice  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources   For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Social Justice > Issues Social Justice Video Resources BCTF Information Services library borrowing information BCTF members may borrow a maximum of three videos at a time. The loan period is two weeks. Please call 604-871-2241 or toll-free 800-663-9163 (local 2241), or e-mail your request to video@bctf.ca and include your name, the title of the video, date required, school address, school phone and fax number. To minimize loss, videos are couriered and members are responsible for return courier costs. To search the BCTF video resources database for additional titles, go to info.bctf.ca/videos/search.aspx. The videos listed below include the most recent additions to our collection as well as those recommended by the Committee for Action on Social Justice. Antipoverty   Antiracism  Child Labour  Environment and Sustainability   LGBTQ  Peace and Global Education   Status of Women  Antipoverty The videos listed below are available to borrow from the BCTF Information Services Department. Carts of Darkness: In North Vancouver, local bottle pickers have turned the act of binning into a thriving subculture of shopping cart racing. Murray Siple, a former snowboarder and sport film director injured in a serious car accident ten years ago, returns to filmmaking to capture their story in the documentary Carts of Darkness. End of Poverty: A daring, thought-provoking and very timely documentary revealing that poverty is not an accident. Global poverty has reached new levels because of unfair debt, trade and tax policies -- in other words, wealthy countries exploiting the weaknesses of poor, developing countries. Four Feet Up is the story of 8-year-old Isaiah and his parents, who struggle to overcome a legacy of stereotypes, abuse and dysfunction, and desire more than anything for Isaiah and his siblings to have access to the opportunities they never had. Hannah’s Story is a documentary about a young girl, Hannah Taylor, who established the Ladybug Foundation in order to help the homeless when she was just 8 years old. Poor No More offers solutions to Canada's working poor. The film takes three Canadians to a world where people do not have to beg, where housing is affordable and university education is free. They ask themselves: if other countries can do this, why don't we? This film calls for public support in building a national poverty reduction strategy. Salvation is a documentary about front-line workers serving the needy under the umbrella of the Salvation Army, offering a glimpse into the hearts and minds of people on both sides of the streets. The following videos are available online. Child Poverty in Canada and British Columbia: The facts highlighted in the animation video are a reminder that addressing child poverty and inequality is an urgent issue. Children are only young once.  Poverty is a serious problem. Short animation about child poverty in Canada and British Columbia created for First Call. What is a living wage?  Antiracism The videos listed in the first section below are available to borrow from the BCTF Information Services Department. A Class Divided: recommended for teachers to view as a resource. It is a documentary about an experiment by an elementary school teacher to illustrate racism with her Grade 3 students. The video can be used as a starting point for a discussion and an activity for the class. Fallen Feather is documentary on residential school survivors. For Angela is an excellent video to springboard into conversations regarding racism against Aboriginal people. Based on a true story, this drama is about Rhonda Gordon and her determined stand for dignity and against ignorance and prejudice when she and her daughter Angela were harassed by three boys on a bus. Game Over: Gender, Race, and Violence in Video Games: a documentary examining racial stereotypes; asks students to think critically about the video games they play. Let’s Get Real: antibullying video that deals with all types of oppression and gives voice to targeted students while providing strategies for students to stand up for themselves and their classmates. Not in Our Town: documentary set in a rural Montana town. It shows a community taking collective action against hateful incidents. Prom Night in Mississippi is an excellent video that shows contemporary issues and the realities of racism. Prior to showing the video, ask students to predict when they believe the first integrated prom took place in this Mississippi school. During the video, use a response sheet to have students document the incidents of institutional and individual racism they see in the film. Ask students to report out their observations. Afterward, ask students how segregation based on race plays itself out within their social circles, peer groups, school, and community. As a follow-up lesson, work with students on how to challenge and interrupt racism within their school and wider community. Reel Injun: Hollywood has an impressive track record, one that spans more than 4,000 films, of blatantly misrepresenting Aboriginal people and their cultures. Featuring interviews with filmmakers and activists such as Clint Eastwood, Jim Jarmusch and Russell Means, Reel Injun delves into the fascinating history of the "Hollywood Indian" with razor-sharp insight and humor, tracing its checkered cinematic evolution from the silent film era to today. Schooling the World: The White Man's Last Burden: What really happens when we replace a traditional culture's way of learning and understanding the world with our own? Schooling the World: The White Man's Last Burden takes a challenging, sometimes funny, ultimately deeply disturbing look at the effects of modern education on the world's last sustainable indigenous cultures. Steel Toes: A Jewish liberal humanist is the court-appointed lawyer for a neo-Nazi skinhead on trial for a racially motivated murder. An intense and fiery relationship develops between the two men as they explore their emotional and intellectual differences. On YouTube  Racism in Canada - This movie was produced by the BCTF in recognition 45th anniversary of the International Day to Eliminate Racial Discrimination, March 22, 2011 Unpacking the Invisible Knapsack   Other 21 Racial Microaggressions You Hear On A Daily Basis   Diet Racism  When the Drum is Beating—When the Drum is Beating is a documentary that interweaves the story of Septentrional’s six decades of music with the history of Haiti and how it went from being the first free black republic with a huge wealth of natural resources to a shattered country that could not support its citizens. The film moves back and forth in time between the past and present, and gives broad context to the current problems facing the country: from the brutality of French colonialism and the bloody revolution that brought Haitians their freedom to the crushing foreign debt and the 15-year American occupation that helped usher in the brutal dictatorship of Francois “Papa Doc” Duvalier. We see the hope that was created by the rise of Jean Bertrand Aristide, and the despair that followed the coup that drove him from power. Most importantly, we learn how all these events contributed to creating the conditions that made the horrific death toll of the earthquake inevitable. Below are the winning PSAs for the “Racism. Stop it! National Video Competition.” Templeton Secondary (Vancouver)  2010 WINNER:  Diversa T Diversa-T” brings the viewer to an exciting fashion show where a designer is being interviewed about his new clothing line, the “Diversa collection.” The video uses upbeat dance music, dramatic lighting and a fast editing style to bring a message about the appeal of diversity and multiculturalism in Canada. 2009 WINNER:  Multiple Choice  This PSA emphasizes the importance of empowering students to be active witnesses during discriminatory incidents rather than merely ‘bystanding’.  This PSA supports the school-wide program, Break the Silence: The Power of Active Witnessing. 2008 WINNER: I Remember  This PSA was inspired by a discussion regarding the web of laws that were developed in the past to create racism and discrimination in BC and Canada. Most students learn about European, American and Colonial history before they learn about the historical, oppressive events that have marked our own history. 2007 WINNER: That Joke This PSA was the result of a powerful dialogue around whether racial jokes were harmful and hurtful. Some students argued that they were harmless because they were understood among their peers as ‘just jokes’. Some brave students shared that they’ve been hurt by these jokes in the past, whether or not they were the targets, but did not have the courage to speak out. Our 45 minute courageous conversation led to this PSA. 2007 WINNER: Not the Colour  Students were intrigued by the notion of privilege, one's unearned entitlement which can be misused as control or dominance over others . . . and the term 'White privilege’, described as those who tote an “invisible weightless knapsack of special provisions, maps, passports, codebooks, visas, clothes, tools, and blank checks” (Peggy McIntosh, 1989) Students felt compelled to create a PSA that would initiate dialogue around the impact of ‘White privilege’ in their lives. David Thompson Secondary (Vancouver):  2009 WINNER:  Diversity is a gift This PSA celebrates and values the notion of diversity and sends the important message that we must ‘Celebrate our differences’! Killarney Secondary (Vancouver):  2010 WINNER: “Monoculturalism” In the video a bland looking Roste seamlessly appears as multiple versions of himself, an editing method called “cloning.”  In a Monocultural world everyone looks the same and we see black and white shots of the multiple characters playing at the playground. Mundane music and the sameness of this world culminate in the message “Life is dull without diversity.” In contrast, a colourful classroom scene is introduced with a group of joyful students dancing to upbeat music, bringing a fun ending to the video. Child Labour  The videos listed below are available to borrow from the BCTF Information Services Department. Lost Youth: Four Stories of Injured Young Workers: Young workers often receive little or no safety training or supervision, yet they are at the greatest risk of injury on the job. Lost Youth, a 17-minute video, re-enacts the real life stories of four young workers who suffered serious workplace accidents. Teachers will want to preview the video before showing it to their students since the sequences depicting the circumstances leading up to and including the accidents are quite graphic and the language in the video while realistic, sometimes coarse. Zoned for Slavery: The Child Behind the Label examines the working conditions of women and child labourers employed by clothing factories located in Central America's free-trade zones. Environment and Sustainability The videos listed below are available for borrowing from the BCTF Information Services Department. Please click here to view additional recommended titles that may be acquired from other sources. The Cost of Cool: Youth, Consumption & the Environment examines teenagers grappling with conspicuous consumption and its environmental price. Crude Sacrifice: You Can't Reclaim Humanity looks at how the community of Fort Chipewyan in northern Alberta is affected by the exploitation of Canada's Tar Sands and how the federal and provincial governments are dealing with local concerns. People in the community can no longer drink the water or eat the fish and game that have sustained them for thousands of years. Leading scientists and Aboriginal residents discuss the environmental and health issues surrounding the world's largest construction project. For the Price of a Cup of Coffee: What is the cost of convenience? This film is full of information that all consumers should know about the products that we use every day, and the steps we need to make towards a more sustainable world. Gardens of Destiny explores issues such as genetic engineering, terminator seeds, and the pitfalls of industrial agriculture. It offers solutions on how to achieve sustainable food production in North America. Hungry for Change: Focusing on emerging issues on food and food security, Hungry for Change offers lesson plans that engage students in topics such as food safety, agricultural ethics and technology, the politics of hunger, and great bio-fuel debate. Shop ‘Til You Drop: The Crisis of Consumerism: Are we too materialistic? Are we willfully trashing the planet in our pursuit of things? And what's the source of all this frenetic consumer energy and desire anyway? Taking aim at the high-stress, high-octane pace of fast-lane materialism, the film moves beneath the seductive surfaces of the commercial world to show how the flip side of accumulation is depletion -- the slow, steady erosion of both natural resources and basic human values. Sweet Crude examines the humanitarian, environmental and economic devastation caused by 50 years of oil extraction in Nigeria's Niger Delta. Filmmaker Sandy Cioffi, who was imprisoned by the Nigerian military during the making of this film and released only after an international outcry, uncovers an international web of oil politics, big business and media manipulation. Waterlife follows the epic cascade of the Great Lakes to the Atlantic Ocean. This feature-length documentary tells the story of the last huge supply (20 per cent) of fresh water on Earth. The source of drinking water, fish and emotional sustenance for 35 million people, the Great Lakes are under assault by toxins, sewage, invasive species, dropping water levels and profound apathy. YouTube and Media My Country (official video) - Rachelle Van Zanten. Inspired by images of Tahltan women blockading Shell in defense of the Sacred Headwaters in northern British Columbia, Rachelle wrote 'My Country'. The National Film Board of Canada - The National Film Board online offers countless environmental documentaries, animations, and interactive productions. All videos can be watched online free of charge. From Karsten Heuer’s Being Caribou to The Test Tube Experiment with David Suzuki, the NFB online is a film resource not to be missed. The Story of Stuff - Annie Leonard, film narrator and founder of The Story of Stuff, has spent nearly two decades investigating and organizing on environmental health and justice issues. With over 15 million views and counting, The Story of Stuff is one of the most watched environmental-themed online movies of all time. TED Talks - TED considers itself to be a platform of the world’s greatest thinkers, greatest visionaries, and most inspiring teachers, so that millions of people can gain a better understanding of the biggest issues faced by the world, and a desire to help create a better future. Filmed TED conferences are broadcast free on the Internet. Topics range from “Food Matters” to “Woman Reshaping the World” and beyond. LGBTQ The videos listed below are available to borrow from the BCTF Information Services Department. Please click here to view additional recommended titles that may be acquired from other sources. Apples and Oranges (16 min) (Grades 3-5) c2003 During class discussions, children’s paintings magically dissolve into two short animated stories. In one, a girl finds out that creativity, not revenge, is the best way to deal with a school bully. In the second, two friends skateboard together, until one finds out the other is gay. Stereotyping, name-calling, intolerance, and bullying are all included. Dangerous Living: Coming Out in the Developing World: By sharing the personal stories coming out of developing nations, this film sheds light on an emerging global movement striving to end discrimination and violence against gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgendered people. From Criminality to Equality: 40 years of lesbian and gay movement history in Canada from 1969 to 2009.  A collection of four films (listed below) directed by Nancy Nicol. All are highly recommended for Social Justice 12, Social Studies and Law classes. Stand Together (124 min.) (Secondary) c2002 The film is a documentary on the lesbian and gay liberation movement in Canada between 1967 and 1987 focusing on the human rights amendment campaign in Ontario. The Queer Nineties (91 min.) (Secondary) c2009 The film focuses on Charter Challenges for the recognition of same-sex relationships in law and how lesbians and gays won relationship recognition and adoption rights in most jurisdictions in Canada. It also chronicles the Surrey School Board ban of three children’s books which depicted same-sex parents in B.C. (1997); the role of ethno-diverse communities and labour within the LGBT movement; and the litigants and lawyers at the forefront of key Charter rights cases. This film takes a look at an amazing decade in the struggle for lesbian and gay equality in Canada. Politics of the Heart (68 min.) (Secondary) c2005 Politics of the Heart / La politique du coeur (available in French and English versions) is a moving portrait of lesbian and gay families who re-shaped the cultural and political landscape of Quebec by fighting for recognition of their relationships, families and homoparental rights. The End of Second Class (91 min.) (Secondary) c2009 The End of Second Class is a powerful documentary that traces the debate on same sex marriage in Canada up to the passage of equal marriage legislation on July 20, 2005.  The Homophobia Project tells the story of Janet and John, two heterosexuals growing up in a world turned upside down and back to front. The film explores their experiences in childhood and the school system as they navigate a world where same-sex relationships are the norm and heterosexuality is not. The film is adapted from the highly acclaimed play which toured UK schools in summer 2007. Powerful and provocative, it has proven to be an extremely effective way to confront both homophobia and homophobic bullying. Suitable for Grade 8 and up.  A full Teacher's Pack with follow up work is included as e-connect. In Other Words (27 min) (Grades 7-12) c2001 Language and the power of words are the specific topic here. We see the impact of homophobic name-calling on the growth and development of youth, aged 14 to 22. They share details of their lives and their struggles with their identity and their place in society. Important word definitions are given, with historical animations about the derivation of some terms. Very positive messages for LGBTQ youth and their friends. Information for teachers on the video liner provides background, discussion points, and activities. It’s Elementary (78 or 38 min) (Professional, parent) c1996 Described as funny, touching and fascinating, this groundbreaking, award-winning production presents a powerful case for making anti-gay prejudice an educational issue. Featuring work by elementary/middle school (up to Grade 9) students and interviews with teachers of varied sexual orientations, it demonstrates how elementary schools can successfully address this sensitive area of teaching respect for all. It models excellent teaching about family diversity, name-calling, stereotypes, community-building, and more. A 24-page viewing guide is included. Two versions are available. Laramie Inside Out: In October 1998, Wyoming college student Matthew Shepard was brutally beaten and left to die. His shocking murder pushed Laramie into the media spotlight and sparked a nationwide debate about homophobia, gay-bashing and hate crimes. Filmmaker Beverly Seckinger, a Laramie native, returns home to the site of her own closeted adolescence to investigate the impact of Shepard’s murder. Let’s Get Real (35 min) (Middle school) c2003 Told entirely from a youth perspective, this video gives young people the chance to tell their own stories. It examines many issues that lead to taunting and bullying, including race, perceived sexual orientation, religion, learning disabilities, sexual harassment, and others. The film not only gives a voice to targeted kids, but also to those who bully, to find out why they lash out and how it makes them feel. The most heartening stories are those of kids who have mustered the courage to stand up for themselves or a friend. One of Them (25 min) (Secondary) c2000 Six high school students plan a Human Rights Day, and have to confront their own difficulties in addressing homophobia that is manifested in several ways. The focus is on graffiti, name-calling, discrimination, and stereotypes, rather than sexual activity. Some characters seem very stereotypical, but they nonetheless portray the negative reactions and behaviours often seen in high schools. This dramatization prompts viewers to examine their own feelings, easily leading into class discussion. Background information and class activities are included on the video liner. One Summer in New Paltz: A Cautionary Tale: Set against a backdrop of the Bush administration's policy of endless war and assault on civil liberties, One Summer in New Paltz is a cautionary tale of a young mayor of a small village who stunned his neighbors and the nation by performing 25 same-sex marriages in defiance of state law. As a result, thousands of gay couples flooded New Paltz seeking to be married. The film probes the debate on same-sex marriage and also documents the first day of legal same-sex marriages in Boston in May, 2004. Out in the Silence captures the remarkable chain of events that unfold when the announcement of filmmaker Joe Wilson’s wedding to another man ignites a firestorm of controversy in his small Pennsylvania hometown. Sticks and Stones (17 min) (Grades 3-7) c2001 This documentary looks at the lives of children aged 5 to 12, from various backgrounds, using their own words to show how homophobic language affects their lives. The two main topics in the video are family and name-calling. Children of gay and lesbian parents share their sense of isolation, their fear of discovery, and their struggle with making choices and facing intimidation. Animation sequences are added, to illustrate simple concepts and the history of homophobic slang words. Family photos of differing families are included. Information for teachers on the video liner provides background, discussion points and activities. (Secondary students could use this as a discussion starter.) StraightLaced: How Gender’s Got Us All Tied Up (67 min) (Secondary) c2009 Straightlaced reveals the toll that deeply held stereotypes and rigid gender roles have on all our lives. It offers both teens and adults a way out of anxiety, fear, and violence. This documentary highlights fifty diverse students who take viewers on a powerful, intimate journey to see how popular pressures around gender and sexuality are shaping the lives of today’s teens. That’s a Family! (35 min) (Elementary, Middle school) c2000 This video helps elementary children see and understand the many different shapes of today’s families. With courage and humour, the children take viewers on a tour through their lives as they speak candidly about what it’s like to grow up in a family with parents of different races or religions, divorced parents, a single parent, gay or lesbian parents, adoptive parents, or grandparents as guardians. It comes with an extensive discussion/teaching guide, with lesson plans, suggestions for facilitating classroom discussion at different grade levels, and additional resources for teachers, families, and children. Ugly Ducklings explores the realities of harassment, bullying and homophobia and its devastating effects on today's lesbian and gay youth. The documentary promotes awareness, understanding and advocacy and supports a call for change in behaviors and policies regarding LGBTQ youth. YouTube and Media Are bullying laws strict enough? Homophobia and Racism are discussed in schools in the USA. Are the teaching profession and society doing enough? BC teachers are making it better. Be a Man – The struggles of male identity are rarely addressed in North American culture. Canadian video in support of two-spirited youth. The day-to-day life of a transgender child outside of home – Here are some video clips about an 11 year old transgender student’s journey. A related story called Transgender boy returns to school in Edmonton proudly sharing his story is published in the Toronto Star. Ellen DeGeneres talks to extremely inspiring 14-year-old Graeme Taylor. A fourteen year old gay student defends his teacher for not tolerating homophobic slurs in the classroom. Food for thought. What happens when teachers and students ignore homophobic incidents at school? I'm Just Anneke is the first film in a four-part series of short films called The Youth and Gender Media Project designed to educate school communities about transgender and gender nonconforming youth. With the support of family and friends, a 12-year-old experiences the onset of puberty in the fluid space between genders. It gets better! B.C. Teachers encourage queer and questioning youth in schools that it gets better. This is in response to Dan Savage’s posting and plea to LGBTQ youth on YouTube after the suicide of a student in school. It Gets Better Canada- LGBT Canadians share their stories. It's time to end teenage bullying – Ellen DeGeneres speaks out about homophobia in schools and encourages teens who feel alone and bullied to seek help. Stand up to homophobic bullying – Irish students take action against homophobia at school. Transgender Child Video  Transgender senior can't be king – A transgender student was voted in as homecoming king by his peers. Later, school administration invalidated the ballots because he was not born male. What might it mean to be trans? Check out this digital letter... Whittington Family: Ryland's Story (The) – A beautiful expression and explanation of transgender Peace and Global Education  The videos listed below are available to borrow from the BCTF Information Services Department. l'Affaire Coca-cola / The Coca-cola Case: Colombia is the trade union murder capital of the world. Since 2002, more than 470 workers' leaders have been brutally killed, usually by paramilitaries hired by private companies intent on crushing the unions. A searing indictment of a major corporate brand, The Coca-Cola Case takes us on a riveting legal game of cat and mouse via the U.S. federal court and the Stop Killer Coke! campaign. Bitter Paradise: The Sell-Out of East Timor: The brutal takeover of East Timor was immediately condemned by the United Nations, yet Canada abstained. And since then, Canada has stepped up its aid and business ties to Indonesia in spite of an International human rights campaign to force Indonesia to withdraw. This documentary tells the story of one peoples' struggle for survival in a world dominated by the search for raw materials and new markets. It is a story of Canada's shameless, ongoing support for a predatory regime. And it's the story of Elaine Briere's personal political journey from the villages of East Timor to the halls of the United Nations, from political innocence to political activism. Black Gold: Wake up and Smell the Coffee: With $80 billion in global sales, only 3 cents per cup of coffee reaches the coffee farmers. This film traces the path of the coffee consumed each day to the farmers who produce the beans. Black Gold asks us to 'wake up and smell the coffee', to face the unjust conditions under which our favorite drink is produced and to decide what we can do about it. The Children’s War: Life in Northern Uganda: Filmmaker Andrew Krakower delves into the unspeakable atrocities perpetrated by the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) in Northern Uganda. Hear the stories of the children who live in constant fear of kidnap, forced slavery and decimation of family and to the children who escaped and survived their capture. Discover how the Acholi people find a way of life among corrupt government soldiers whose protection from the rebels are accompanied by their own heinous abuses of power. Myths for Profit: Canada’s Role in Industries of War and Peace: Through diverse interviews and case studies this documentary unveils the specific interests and profits that are made by certain corporations, individuals and agencies within Canada. The Take explores how Argentina's 2001 economic collapse, where a prosperous middle-class economy was destroyed during 10 years of IMF policies, impacted the lives of ordinary workers. Follows 30 unemployed auto-parts workers, who stage a protest against their bosses and economic globalization by occupying their closed factory and refusing to leave. Status of Women The videos listed below are available to borrow from the BCTF Information Services Department. Avenue Zero: Asian girls are enslaved in suburban massage parlours. Domestic workers toil like slaves in suburban homes. Girls in a Montreal subway station are lured into prostitution. Vancouver gangs recruit Honduran boys to sell drugs...Human trafficking is a reality today, and it's happening closer to home than you might think. Featuring candid interviews with victims, witnesses, and perpetrators, Avenue Zero paints a spellbinding portrait of a dark and sinister trade flourishing in the shadows of the law. Constitute! tells the story of the largest social mobilization of women in Canadian history in the 20th century. Led by the Ad Hoc Committee of Canadian Women and the Constitution, women and other activists across the country fought to gain stronger equality provisions entrenched in the newly repatriated Constitution's Charter of Rights and Freedoms (Sections 15 and 28). Constitute! educates and informs about how important citizen engagement is for democracy in Canada and beyond. Interviews, speeches, songs, debates and images tell the story of what happened on that cold Valentine's Day in 1981. Daughters of Afghanistan: Journalist Sally Armstrong exposes the ongoing struggles of women in modern Afghanistan by following the lives of five courageous women from diverse backgrounds. End Violence: For the Dignity of Every Woman is an educational resource kit for raising awareness about violence against women in schools and communities. Topics include violence in relationships, sexual assault, rape, child abuse, dating abuse, and criminal harassment. Generation M: Misogyny in Media & Culture looks specifically at misogyny and sexism in mainstream American media, exploring how negative definitions of femininity and hateful attitudes toward women get constructed and perpetuated at the very heart of our popular culture. Killing Us Softly 4: Advertising’s Image of Women: Jean Kilbourne takes a fresh look at how advertising traffics in distorted and destructive ideals of femininity. The film stands to challenge a new generation of students to take advertising seriously, and to think critically about popular culture and its relationship to sexism, eating disorders, and gender violence. Leaving Bountiful follows Debbie Palmer, who left the polygamous community of Bountiful and subsequently loses all power, resources and grace within the community. As her adversary tightens control, Debbie sets her house on fire, flees and ultimately becomes a crusader against what she calls the “illegal cross-border trade in Canadian and American female children for sexual and breeding purposes.” Men Speak Up: Ending Violence Together: Fifteen male leaders from various sectors and various communities across BC share their perspectives with the hope of motivating other men to live violence free and become part of the solution. Tough Guise: Violence, Media, and the Crisis in Masculinity: argues that widespread violence in American society--including school shootings and bullying--needs to be understood as part of an ongoing crisis in masculinity. Tough Guise is extensively illustrated with examples from popular culture, ranging from Howard Stern to Stone Cold Steve Austin, from Good Will Hunting to Boyz 'N the Hood, from Garth Brooks to hip-hop. V-Day: Until the Violence Stops chronicles how Eve Ensler's hit Broadway solo show 'The Vagina Monologues' grew into V-Day, an international grassroots movement dedicated to stopping violence against women and girls. On YouTube Emma Watson at the HeForShe Campaign 2014 - Official UN Video  (Emma Watson's game-changing speech on Feminism at the UN) Hope For The Sold, a documentary on sex trafficking in Canada How to look your best the morning after, UK domestic violence PSA It rarely stops, a domestic violence PSA It ends where it begins, a domestic violence PSA   Sext Up Kids (also at www.cbc.ca/doczone/episode/sext-up-kids.html). Appropriate for use in high schools. To this day, inspiring Shane Koyczan poem   About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=20214&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 3, November/December 2009  The arts help us all to engage in life By Peter McKnight Society’s fixation with measuring success has pushed music and art to the sidelines in education Learning may be a much more rich experience than we currently understand. If art and music are cut from a curriculum, you may be losing more than the piece you're leaving out. – Martin Gardiner The only time my education was interrupted was when I was in school. – George Bernard Shaw Ken Robinson is no fan of education. Perhaps I should rephrase that: Robinson, who is renowned for his writings and speeches on the importance of imagination and creativity, and who will be speaking at the Vancouver Peace Summit this weekend, is no fan of our current approach to education. That approach, says Robinson, educates children “out of creativity.” And it does so by privileging math and languages—the three Rs—over the humanities, and even more so, over the arts, the very subjects that have creativity at their core. The truth of Robinson’s contention is everywhere in evidence. Elementary and high schools tend to emphasize math and languages at the expense of the arts, thanks in part to our fixation on measuring student performance. The arts, after all, don’t lend themselves well to traditional metrics. And if we can’t measure artistic performance, then there is little point in spending precious time and money on teaching the subjects. That’s not the only reason for under appreciation of the arts, and this under appreciation extends far beyond elementary and secondary education. Universities, for example, are typically judged by their scientific and technological prowess, not by their achievements in the literary, musical, visual, or theatrical arts. And governments, always under pressure to use public money wisely, inevitably see the arts as a veritable treasure trove of funds, ripe for redistribution to more worthy endeavours. Underlying these attitudes is a certain conception of the arts, one that sees art as purely ornamental—pretty, to be sure, but no match for the serious business of serious pursuits that help to keep the world turning, that power economies both large and small. For those who wish to defend the arts, there is an rejoinder to this attitude: there is an abundance of research that suggests studying the arts improves student performance in those more “worthy” subjects. Education in music, for instance, has long been known to aid performance in mathematics, and theatre arts help students develop oral and literary skills. Anyone interested in the three Rs ought therefore to advocate for the inclusion of arts in education. This is true, but it is not a wholly satisfactory answer, since it reduces the arts, not to an ornamental role, but to an instrumental one: the arts are seen as worthy of our allegiance in so far as they aid students in grasping the subjects that make the world go ‘round. This impoverished view of the arts recognizes some of the benefits of an artistic education, but only by obscuring its deeper benefits, by concealing the fact that art helps us to engage, not only with math and language, but with life. In Education and the Arts, Christine Sinclair, Neryl Jeanneret, and John O’Toole emphasize this life-affirming nature of the arts. They note, for example, that “the arts are all about how we perceive the world through the senses, and sort into order and harmony the welter of stimuli from outside us and within us, to create a meaningful reality.” Art therefore helps us to make sense of our world, and of ourselves. Indeed, art may be better situated to make sense of a complex world than virtually any other pursuit. On this point, Elliott Eisner, a professor of education at Stanford University, and the author of The Arts and the Creation of Mind, notes that the arts teach us that many problems have more than one solution. Art consequently encourages us to embrace flexibility and creativity, toward solutions and toward ways of arriving at those solutions. Similarly, understanding that there is often no single correct solution to our problems encourages risk- taking. The arts—and the sciences, incidentally—are all about taking risks, about taking a chance, getting things wrong, and trying again. Now consider these virtues of the arts—flexibility, creativity, and risk-taking—in the context of modern education. As Robinson and others have noted, the school system discourages all of these virtues by encouraging fealty to rules, and to the authority figure (the teacher), and by insisting that there is one correct solution to a problemóand punishing those who get the wrong answer. The modern education, therefore, educates children out of creativity. Or to put it another way: our current system trains students to become functionaries, to follow rules without question. Robinson notes that there is good reason for this, since the system was developed at a time of increasing industrialization, when society needed people to work on assembly lines, where rule-following and a lack of questioning are essential. But that is not the world we live in today. Creativity and risk-taking are as indispensable in a knowledge economy as they are intolerable on an assembly line. And in our multicultural global village, the ability to understand other people and other cultures is arguably as important as technological prowess. If we are to ensure our future success, then, we need to bring our education system out of the 19th Century and into the 21st. And we can begin to do so by returning the arts to their rightful place in schools, to emphasize that there are not three Rs, but four—reading, writing, arithmetic and art. Peter McKnight is a columnist with The Vancouver Sun. pmcknight@vancouversun.com Material reprinted with the express permission of ‘Pacific Newspaper Group Inc,’ a CanWest partnership. The Vancouver Sun, Sept. 23, 2009.)
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(20141008,thetyee.ca,http://thetyee.ca/News/2014/09/17/Proposed-Teacher-Deal/,A Peek into BC's Proposed Teacher Deal | The Tyee About Advertise Follow Support RSS Topic Aboriginal Affairs BC Election 2013 BC Politics Education Energy Environment Federal Politics Film Food Gender + Sexuality Health Housing Labour + Industry Local Economy Media Municipal Politics Music Photo Essays Podcasts Politics Rights + Justice Science + Tech Transportation Travel Urban Planning + Architecture News Culture Opinion National MediaCheck Solutions Join Craving crack civic election coverage? Help fund it... News A Peek into BC's Proposed Teacher Deal More money, but it won't bring salaries or class sizes provincially on par. By Katie Hyslop, 17 Sep 2014, TheTyee.ca   Tweet Desk photo via Shutterstock. Iker and Clark on What Deal Means: A Study in Contrasts Agreement contains 'meaningful achievements' says BCTF union head. Clark-loyal Ad Agency Designed Gov't Campaign Against Teachers' Union Kimbo founder boasts long association with premier. Everything You Need to Know about This Round of Teacher Bargaining The story so far, at least in this chapter of a 10-year saga. Read more: Education, BC Politics Parents and students are eagerly waiting to hear whether British Columbian teachers will vote to send themselves, and over 500,000 students, back to school on Monday. Teachers across the province are currently mulling over the proposed deal that arrived in their inboxes last night, and will decide whether to accept it through a vote on Thursday. The Tyee obtained copies of the information sent to teachers about the proposed deal, and while study sessions held before tomorrow's vote concludes will provide more detail, below is the proposed agreement in a nutshell. All teachers' salaries will increase 7.25 per cent over six years (July 1, 2013, to June 30, 2019) in the following rollout: July 1, 2013 -- zero per cent Sept. 1, 2014 -- two per cent Jan. 1, 2015 -- 1.25 per cent July 1, 2015 -- zero per cent July 1, 2016 -- one per cent July 1, 2017 -- 0.5 per cent May 1, 2018 -- one per cent July 1, 2018 -- 0.5 per cent May 1, 2019 -- one per cent Teachers had proposed an annual Economic Stability Dividend that was the difference between the predicted and actual Gross Domestic Product. What's on offer in the proposed deal is an annual dividend that's 50 per cent of the difference if the GDP is higher than predicted. The union maintains that B.C. teachers have some of the lowest salaries in the country, and this increase won't do much to bring them on par with their peers in other provinces. Teachers haven't had a raise in four years, lost about $10,000 during the strike, and have complained that salaries haven't kept pace with inflation. Instead of meeting the union's demands, the proposed deal includes the creation of a committee with representatives from both sides to discuss how to bring teachers' salaries on par. Funding boosts impact class size, composition The government had proposed tying the Learning Improvement Fund, an annual $75-million fund tied to solving issues like oversized classes and special needs support, to the teachers' contract. It also promised $15 million of that money per year to CUPE support workers, however. Teachers wanted a $225-million annual fund entirely dedicated to hiring more specialist teachers like teacher librarians, counsellors, and other special needs teachers. The new proposal offers teachers a $75-million annual Education Fund that would increase to $80 million in 2015/16 and $85 million in 2018/19, with all funds directly towards hiring new teachers in order to alleviate class size and composition issues. Teachers on call will receive pay, based on their experience and education, equal to that of a regular teacher up to and including what's called a "Category 5 Step 7." That salary ranges from district to district; in Peace River North it's $60,528 annually, compared to $54,521 in Surrey. In 2016/17, the wage ceiling will increase to a "Category 5 Step 8." The increase in pay is partially in lieu of health and dental benefits. Controversial clauses E.80 and E.81 are off the table. Instead, both sides agree to reopen negotiations on class size, composition, and specialist teacher to student ratios if the final decision made on Justice Susan Griffin's 2014 ruling restores any of the language she ruled was unconstitutionally stripped in 2002 from contracts regarding class size, composition, and specialist teacher to student ratios. The ruling will be reviewed at the B.C. Court of Appeal next month and is expected to head all the way to the Supreme Court of Canada. The government also agreed to pay $105 million to teachers in the form of a signing bonus in lieu of possibly having to pay much more for individual grievances that teachers could file regarding the stripping of class size and composition language from their contracts. Teachers had originally asked for $225 million, but dropped that number to $100 million earlier this month. Both sides say this fund will not impact the pending court cases. Massage benefits disappear The government is offering teachers $11.85 million in improvements to medical and dental benefits phased in five years. This means expanded health benefits in the provincial benefits package, but there is no province-wide dental plan. So unless one is created in the next five years, which teachers would have a chance to join via a vote, money will go towards upgrading local dental plans the union said have not improved in 20 years. There is no mention in the documents about the teachers' controversial request for $3,000 in massage benefits for members in chronic pain. The union said earlier this month it had dropped that proposal, but it was still brought up by Premier Christy Clark to illustrate the unaffordability of the union's plan in a subsequent press conference. Teacher prep time will immediately increase to 100 minutes a week for elementary school teachers, and again to 110 minutes on June 30, 2019, the day the proposed agreement expires. Another committee will be struck to discuss increasing prep time for secondary and adult education teachers. Changes have been made to preamble and arbitration language with regards to teacher evaluations and how to settle disagreements about evaluations between the employer and teachers. But the union said concessions the government requested regarding evaluations, which it doesn't provide detail on, were pulled off the table. The government originally wanted to grant school districts the power to change school calendars without consideration for teachers' bargained work hours or working conditions. This concession has also been taken off the table. What are teachers saying? What do teachers have to say? Reaction on social media is a mix of relief at possibly reaching a deal, and disappointment verging on anger that little can change in public schools with the funding provided. But the union executive has recommended teachers vote yes and accept the deal, a recommendation that has never been rejected by teachers' federation members in the union's history. A snapshot of social media reaction is just that, and the real decision will be made at the ballot boxes across the province tomorrow, with results expected to be made public around 9:30 p.m. tomorrow night. @simisara980 #bced is the winner as the system is buttressed a little and negotiations don't reopen until AFTER the next election.— Eli Westinghouse (@WestEli) September 17, 2014 The #bced deal isn't a win, it's a negt'n. Hard 2 vote Y w/o victory, but N is BIG risk. We stood on E80/asked 4 Ready. This is our deal.— Derek Smith (@MrSmithTwit) September 17, 2014 I hoped the stress&heartache was over;now warring with myself instead of gov't.Seems the 12 yr. fight 4 #bced is just beginning. #VoteYes ??— Static (@littleone067) September 17, 2014 #bced I am voting yes to this agreement. Thank you colleagues for standing strong for public education. We can be proud. #bctf @scta46— Wendy Hibberd (@whibberd) September 17, 2014 YES. YES. YES. But saying it here not enuf. Get to polls to be sure #bctf hears from teachers who thrilled with hard work they've done #bced— Erica Toombs (@ToombsETeaches) September 17, 2014 #bced Sandy Garossino has convinced me. I have to get over the fact that we don't get much of anything we want. Live to fight again. #iamYES— Dominica Uhlmann (@deezthinking) September 17, 2014 Understand that a YES changes little. School boards will still be Millions short each spring. SN kids will still need more support. #bced— Ms.Izzie (@MsIzzie) September 17, 2014 #bced I am voting yes to this agreement. Thank you colleagues for standing strong for public education. We can be proud. #bctf @scta46— Wendy Hibberd (@whibberd) September 17, 2014 Very on the fence over #bced offer BCTF need to convince me taking < than cost of living is wise & how bargaining from restored lang works— Fiacre Byrne (@fbyrne33) September 17, 2014 Read more: Education, BC Politics Katie Hyslop reports on education and youth issues for The Tyee Solutions Society. Follow her on Twitter @kehyslop.   Tweet What have we missed? What do you think? We want to know. Comment below. Keep in mind: Do: Verify facts, debunk rumours Add context and background Spot typos and logical fallacies Highlight reporting blind spots Ignore trolls Treat all with respect and curiosity Connect with each other Do not: Use sexist, classist, racist or homophobic language Libel or defame Bully or troll Troll patrol. Instead, flag suspect activity. Please enable JavaScript to view the comments powered by Disqus. comments powered by Disqus LNG a chance, not a windfall, says BC throne speech Postmedia could soon own almost every English newspaper in Canada. What could possibly go wrong? VIEW: Voting for your principles is 'strategic voting' Petition opposes BC's 'potential muzzling' of non-profits More troubles for BC's big LNG plans Tirade at Tyee by immigration minister's top aide analyzed tweet by tweet Government slow to respond to FOIs? No need to tell Bob Mackin Converting ferries to LNG will save money, reduce fares: CEO See more » Tyee Video Picks Submitted by Tyee staff, Today Last chance to see 'The Vancouver Asahi' baseball story at VIFF. Where do these videos come from? From you. Suggest one here! Most Popular Can 'Cuisine' Make a Better School Lunch? Don't Give Postmedia More Local Monopolies What I Saw with a German Tour of the Oilsands Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign First Nations 'Front and Centre Now': Pierre Christy Clark's No Pro at LNG Poker For Kids, the Meal Is the Message How Much Do You Trust Canada's Wireless Giants? Most Emailed Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign For Kids, the Meal Is the Message Understanding Harper's Evangelical Mission Who'd Be a School Trustee in 2014? Why New Euro-Canada Treaty Is a Gift to Oil Firms BC Filmmaking Duo Passes the Acid Test We Must Heed Naomi Klein's Call China Deal Trumps Province, First Nations on Energy Projects: Treaty Expert Fired Researcher Who Killed Self Was Evaluating Drug Backed by Clark Climate Warriors Must Forge Stronger Alliances, Now Reported Elsewhere Postmedia could soon own almost every English newspaper in Canada (via DeSmog) Petronas CEO warns of 15-year delay to BC LNG project (via G&M) BC government apologizes for firing worker who later killed himself (via the Victoria Times-Colonist) From Tibet to Taiwan, China's outer regions watch Hong Kong protests intently (via the New York Times) It's a shame Jean-Claude Duvalier died a free man, says ex-UN prosecutor (via CBC News) Vancouver's cabbies take aim at Uber (via The Province) Keurig's coffee supremacy challenged by Canadian firm (via Yahoo! News) North and South Korea 'agree to talks' (via BBC News) See more » Your BC: The Tyee's Photo Pool Join The Tyee's Flickr group » View previous selections » Most Commented What I Saw with a German Tour of the Oil Sands (132 comments) Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign (76 comments) 'The Environment Is the Economy': MP Weston (106 comments) Fired Researcher Who Killed Self Was Evaluating Drug Backed by Clark (57 comments) Climate Warriors Must Forge Stronger Alliances, Now (53 comments) ISIS Threat: Let's Refuse to be Scared (79 comments) We Must Heed Naomi Klein's Call (309 comments) Christy Clark's No Pro at LNG Poker (38 comments) Six Steps to Protect Canadians from Flaws in China Trade Deal (128 comments) How Labour Unions Make Us Healthier (31 comments) About The Tyee National Pool Contributors Advertise Contact Funding Jobs Master Classes Privacy Policy Submissions Support The Tyee News Culture Opinion National Mediacheck Solutions Video Publications Tyee News Weekly Archives The Hook Other BC Blogs Reported Elsewhere Steve Burgess Murray Dobbin Michael Geist Crawford Kilian Rafe Mair Andrew Nikiforuk Shannon Rupp Bill Tieleman Dorothy Woodend Follow The Tyee Subscribe by email Subscribe by RSS Tyee Mobile App Managed Hosting by Gossamer Threads × Share article via email Send this article to: Your email address: Your message: Would you like to receive The Tyee's headlines free by email? Yes, every day. Yes, once a week. I already subscribe. No, thanks. Submit Show form again » Close)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=21690,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > October 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 23, Number 2, October 2010   The solution to the BCeSIS problem is not more BCeSIS  By Larry Kuehn   One response to the current disaster would be to throw a lot more money—lots more money—at fixing it. That would be more bandwidth, more data storage, more access for more people who can be on the system at one time. That is not a sensible solution. The problem with British Columbia enterprise Student Information System (BCeSIS) is in its centralized design, which requires 40,000 people to put all their data on one central database that they link to directly through a web browser. When BCeSIS was being created, an alternative was put forward. It would have been based on having software and data at a school and district level, with a roll-up only of necessary information to the provincial level. In other words, the central database would only hold what is needed at the central level and would not be the place where all the processing happens. Take a look at an example of secondary counsellors to see the difference. Counsellors need to have access to the data of who is in the school and what courses they want to take. They then need to run scenarios to see how assignments to classes can be made that balance out with class-size limits and other factors. With BCeSIS, they have to do all this work online on the central database and servers. While they are on doing this, they are using up bandwidth for the connection, they are taking up one of the limited connections to the central servers, and they are using computing power. At the same time, every other secondary counsellor is trying to do the same thing, every teacher or the support staff are supposed to be putting in attendance, and many are trying to put in marks on daily assignments. Obviously, the more districts that are on BCeSIS, the more pressure there will be on every element of the system. The “success” of forcing nearly every district to use BCeSIS has pushed an already overloaded system over the edge. In fact, BCeSIS has failed at nearly every key time when lots of people have to be on in a short block of time, such as with student programming and preparing report cards. Why centralize all data in BCeSIS?  When the request for proposals went out to industry for the data system, the ministry received proposals that would have allowed for much of the online activity to be on computers at the school and district levels, with frequent updating to the central database of that information that needed to be available centrally. Why would the ministry choose a centralized system that in its very design would be likely to fail? Does the minister really need to find out every day what students are in class in every classroom in the province? Does the minister really need to look into every classroom to see what marks any particular student has received on assignments that day? Why, then? One possible explanation is to look at the government’s overall data plans. Other ministries, such as healthcare, are developing databases to hold the health information on every person in the province. When all this data is held at a provincial level, data matching and data mining will be possible. Have we been asked whether we want a society where all of this information about us can be combined? Another explanation might be that the ministry wants to check up on teachers by looking for patterns in the data. Data-driven decisions are the trend that has accelerated in the US under the No Child Left Behind approach and the new Race for the Top funding sweepstakes. And AAL, the Ontario company that developed BCeSIS, has the US as its main market and we have a tool designed more for the US reality than the Canadian reality in schools. Who is making the decisions?  BCeSIS belongs to the ministry, although they say the data belongs to the districts. They have created a management system that has representatives from districts, along with ministry representatives, as decision-makers. A steering committee is the real decision-making body, with regional representatives selected by the district representatives. Outside of the people on the steering committee, and the software and service companies (AAL and Fujitsu), no one seems to have much influence on the decisions. They have refused to provide the BCTF with information about their plans, let alone have any teacher influence on the decisions that are made. What’s the alternative?  Opening up the data to a third-party program is one possibility. This would be a program that the student data is loaded into for that school alone. The counsellor could use the program to do all the sorting they needed to on the school computer and work out the timetable and student assignments without competing with every other counsellor in the province needing to do the same thing at the same time. If that information is needed centrally, then it could be uploaded to the provincial system. Similarly, for student grade books, a separate program could be used for the teacher to maintain online records with all the advantages of more flexibility than exists in BCeSIS. When it comes to report-card time, just the report-card information could be uploaded directly to BCeSIS. There would be no need to spend all the time competing for computing resources and doing data entry on a clunky system. Some districts have already done this—adopted a real gradebook program, and written a program for the uploading of report-card grades to BCeSIS when it has to be. Even if the current problems with BCeSIS are reduced, that will be only a temporary fix to a system that is flawed in its design. Larry Kuehn is director of the BCTF Research and Technology Division.  BCTF Executive Committee calls for ministry action The BCTF Executive Committee passed several motions calling for solutions to the problems: That the BCTF demand that information, and the decisions about the directions and funding of BCeSIS, be opened to the public and to the BCTF. That the BCTF call for a change in direction on data management to allow for BCeSIS to be open to third-party software that allows uses for attendance, gradebook, course scheduling, IEPs, and other essential elements to be carried out at the school and district level, not at the central level. That the BCTF ask locals to pressure their boards to call for a change in direction and to give instructions to their representatives to BCeSIS to open up information and consider a change in direction that would allow third-party local usage. That the BCTF call for the ministry to provide funding for districts to be able to adopt third-party software that will serve the needs of teachers and districts, rather than the ministry and the vendor corporations. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7140,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 2, October 2005 Rethink child and youth employment standards A recent survey of public school students raises concerns that B.C.’s employment regulations have left children and youth with inadequate protections in the workplace. For many young people, paid work is a positive experience, says Stephen McBride, lead author of the Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives study and a professor of political science at Simon Fraser University. But the survey responses indicate that the regulations employers and parents are supposed to follow are being ignored. The findings related to children aged 12 to 14 are of particular concern, says McBride. Of the surveyed 12- to 14-year-olds who have jobs: 70% reported they work without supervision some or all of the time 48% reported that their parents did not evaluate the health and safety of the workplace 58% reported that their employer did not receive written approval from their parents. Yet current employment regulations, introduced by the provincial government in 2003, require that children aged 12 to14 be directly supervised by an adult at all times and that employers have the written consent of one parent or guardian. According to the Ministry of Labour and Citizens’ Services, the parent is responsible for ensuring safe and appropriate working conditions for the child. The province’s rationale for changing B.C.’s child labour rules, which used to require a permit from the Employment Standards Branch for a child to be hired, was that the system wasn’t effective, says McBride. But the study tells us that the new rules aren’t being followed and that a significant number of children are being left vulnerable to harm. The study also finds that B.C. provides significantly less protection to child workers than do other jurisdictions in Canada, the United States, and the European Union. In particular, allowing children as young as 12 to work with the permission of only one parent is contrary to the International Labour Organization’s Convention on the Minimum Age. In addition to questions about work age and conditions, the survey asked respondents about the $6/hour first job/entry level wage, commonly referred to as the training wage. Nearly half the employed youth were paid less than the standard $8/hour minimum wage. Of those, 31% reported that they had not received any training while on the job-entry wage, and a further 29% reported they had been trained only at the start. If training were necessary, it might provide some justification for paying a reduced wage, says McBride. But in practice, there is little need for training in most jobs students obtain. It goes against the spirit of equal pay for work of equal value and discriminates against youth. Child and Youth Employment Standards: "The Experience of Young Workers Under B.C.’s New Policy Regime" is part of the Economic Security Project, a joint research initiative of the CCPA and Simon Fraser University, funded primarily by the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada (SSHRC). Download at www.policyalternatives.ca. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/SocialJustice.aspx?id=22013&libID=22003&printPage=true,BCTF > ES Resources  	BCTF Social Justice  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Social Justice > Issues > Environment and Sustainability Environment and Sustainability Resources School Safety and Pipelines Presentation and Kinder Morgan route maps near your school  An informative and fascinating expose of pipelines in the Lower Mainland and BC and the health and safety risk they inflict on our students. Produced by Mary Hatch, a retired teacher who was evacuated from the Kinder Morgan Burnaby Spill of July 24, 2007 (for more information on that and other Kinder Morgan spills see pipe-up.net/reports). It is perfect for classroom viewing, presenting to PACs and/or other concerned community groups (firefighters, city councilors, paramedics). About 15 minutes long and it is self-running. For more information about BC’s pipelines, see BROKE, Pipe-Up Network or Kinder Morgan’s site.  As if the Earth Matters—Recommitting to Environmental Education Henley, Thom and Peavy, Kenny. (2007). As if the Earth Matters calls for action beyond eco-awareness. It advocates moving young minds and hearts to a deeper sense of belonging in nature and stewardship towards it. The authors provide ideas for sensory, experiences outdoors to develop hope for the future. BC Food Systems Network The BC Food Systems Network was formed in September 1999 to link people all over the province involved in community-level action related to food. In keeping with the holistic perspective of the local food security and food policy organizations, the Network emphasizes the way in which food issues cross cultures, sectors, and age groups. Through an email network and annual meetings, we share insights, initiatives, strategies and critical analysis of events in the food system and our own work. The Better World Handbook: From Good Intentions to Everyday Actions Jones, Elis; Haenfler, Ross; Johnson, Bret; and Klocke, Brian. (2001). Grades: Secondary school The Better World Handbook is a user guide for all people interested in making the world a better place. The book explores the connections between issues of economic fairness, comprehensive peace, ecological sustainability, deep democracy, social justice, culture of simplicity, and community revitalization.  Cancer Smart 3.0: The Consumer Guide Griffin, Shaw. (2004). Grades: High School This guide has helped many Canadians identify the toxic ingredients that can be found in our everyday household products, such as plastics and Teflon. It provides a list of healthier alternatives and offers a list of further resources, from books and websites to policies and cancer reports. Cradle to Cradle: Remaking the Way We Make Things McDonough, William and Braungart, Michael. (2002). In Cradle to Cradle, McDonough and Braungart challenge the notion of recycle, reuse, reduce. This book presents an argument for sustainable design protocols that reflect a new spirit and employs the intelligence of natural systems—the effectiveness of nutrient cycling and the abundance of the sun’s energy. They show ways that allow nature and commerce to co-exist. Des idées fraiches à l’école – Activités et projets pour contrer les changements climatiques (English version: Teaching About Climate Change) Grant, Tim, and Littlejohn, Gail. (2001). Grades: Tous les niveaux Ce livre donne aux professeurs des idées d’activités et de projets a réaliser a l’école pour aider les élèves a comprendre la problématiques des changements climatiques. Il comprend des outils pédagogiques pratiques comme des jeux de table, modèle de sondage, calcul du bilan énergétique à l’école, etc. Earth in Mind: On Education, the Environment, and the Human Prospect Orr, David. (2004). Orr presents a perspective on the environmental crisis as an issue of mind, perception and values. Earth in Mind is an exploration of the problems with modern education as it impacts the environment and our sense of belonging. Orr gives concrete ideas about how to restructure and redesign curriculum to address environmental destruction and enhance our sense of connection to the environment and our community. Environmental Learning and Experience: An Interdisciplinary Guide and video clips for Teachers Ministry of Education. (2007). Grades: All This guide provides teachers with a framework for teaching environmental education through an integrated approach. Facilitating environmental education within all curriculum areas rather than isolating it shows the importance of the environment on students’ daily lives and within their community. The Experiential Learning Cycle Model (direct experience, critical reflection, conceptionalization) is explained. As well, the principals for conceptualizing environmental education are described through the CARE model (complexity, aesthetics, responsibility, and ethics). Environmental Learning and Experience Curriculum Maps Ministry of Education These have been developed to help teachers turn theory into practice for environmental learning by connecting learning outcomes across K-12 curricula with elements of the Environmental Learing and Experience Guide. Educators in B.C. have a stronger foundation on which to base their teaching around the environment and sustainability. Environmental Learning & Experiential CURRICULUM MAPS Environment. & Sustainability Across BC’s K–12 Curricula Ministry of Education. (2008/2009). Grades: All This guide turns theory into practice by connecting learning outcomes across K–12 curriculum with the Environmental Learning and Experience guide. Ideas for lessons are included.  Farm to School Farm to School is an initiative sponsored by the Public Health Association of British Columbia. It is designed to connect schools with local farms with the objectives of serving healthy meals in school cafeterias, improving student nutrition, providing health and nutrition education opportunities, and supporting local small farmers. Fast Food Nation Schlosser, Eric (2005). Fast food has hastened the malling of our landscape, widened the chasm between rich and poor, fueled an epidemic of obesity, and propelled American cultural imperialism abroad. That's a lengthy list of charges, but Eric Schlosser makes them stick with an artful mix of first-rate reportage, wry wit, and careful reasoning. Schlosser's myth-shattering survey stretches from California's subdivisions, where the business was born, to the industrial corridor along the New Jersey Turnpike, where many of fast food's flavors are concocted. Along the way, he unearths a trove of fascinating, unsettling truths -- from the unholy alliance between fast food and Hollywood to the seismic changes the industry has wrought in food production, popular culture, and even real estate. Food Rules: An Eater’s Manual Pollan, Michael (2009). In Food Rules, Michael Pollan provides an indispensible guide for anyone concerned about health and food. Simple, sensible, and easy to use, Food Rules is a set of memorable rules for eating wisely, many drawn from a variety of ethnic or cultural traditions. Whether at the supermarket or an all-you-can-eat-buffet, this handy, pocket-size resource is the perfect guide for anyone who would like to become more mindful of the food we eat. Green Teacher Grades: All Green Teacher is a magazine that helps educators enhance environmental and global education inside and outside of schools. This affordable, quarterly magazine comes with 50 pages of ideas and activities. Issues contain ideas for rethinking education in light of environmental and global challenges, practical articles, resource reviews, and ready-to-use activities.  Greening School Grounds: Creating Habitats for Learning Grant, Tim and Littlejohn, Gail. (2001). Grades: All grades This book was written to guide teachers through all phases of a school grounds project, from developing a rationale that will win the support of principals and administrators, through redesigning the grounds, to tapping the rich potential of the schoolyard as a place for hands-on, multidisciplinary learning. The Greenpeace Green Living Guide Katz, Amy. (2007). Grades: Secondary school This book offers real solutions for environmental living at home, at school, and in the community to help slow down climate change. It’s a guide for all of us who want to take small steps to change the world by helping the environment. It also shows how each of us can become an everyday activist and take on the root causes of environmental problems in Canada and around the world. Last Child in the Woods: Saving Our Children from Nature Deficit Disorder Louv, Richard. (2008). Children today are increasingly disconnected from the natural world. In this groundbreaking book, Louv draws connections between thoughtful, nature-based play and reductions in symptoms related to Attention Deficit Disorder and other behavioural maladies. Last Child in the Woods presents a strong argument for nature as an unparalleled educator; not only can nature-based experiences teach young people about science and ecology, but they can also nurture creativity, promote wellness, enhance problem solving, and foster environmental stewardship. This book is a call to action to get outside! Maintaining SuperNatural BC for Our Children: Selected Law Reform Proposals   Sandborn, Calvin (ed.); Environmental Law Centre, University of Victoria. (2012). Current environmental laws in BC have not only failed to keep pace with our booming resource industries and population growth - our laws are actually weaker than they were a few years ago. This book is put forward as an educational service to inform the public, government and decision makers about solutions that have been proposed by environmental law experts. Their recommendations are presented here for public education, debate and consideration - and to trigger law reform ideas from others. Omnivores Dilemma Pollan, Michael. (2006). What we should have for dinner? Author Michael Pollan addresses this question by following each of the food chains that sustain us—industrial food, organic or alternative food, and food we forage ourselves—from the source to a final meal, and in the process develops a definitive account of the American way of eating. His absorbing narrative takes us from Iowa cornfields to food-science laboratories, from feedlots and fast-food restaurants to organic farms and hunting grounds, always emphasizing our dynamic co-evolutionary relationship with the handful of plant and animal species we depend on. Each time Pollan sits down to a meal, he deploys his unique blend of personal and investigative journalism to trace the origins of everything consumed, revealing what we unwittingly ingest and explaining how our taste for particular foods and flavors reflects our evolutionary inheritance. The Otesha Book: From Junk to Funk The Otesha Team Grade 7 and up This graphic-style novel explores the implications of consumer choices and provides tools to help people make conscious choices about their consumption. Water, coffee, media, food, clothing, and transportation are consumer areas that are explored in detail. Through the use of excellent visuals, powerful case studies, and inspiring action opportunities, readers are empowered to make informed and ethical choices. Order this resource from the website.  Otesha Teacher Menu: Inspiring students, having fun, changing the world   The Otesha Project. This manual goes with the Otesha Book: From Junk to Funk and is full of lesson plans, resources and class activities. It is an introduction to environmental and justice issues, a reference guide loaded with facts and statistics, a source of stories of action, and a bank of ideas for action students can take.  The Outward Bound Earthbook Crenshaw, Larry. (1995). Grades: Secondary school The practical resource for educators includes excellent experiential lesson plans related to real-world environmental problems. Lessons are eco-centered and link human choices to environmental and human problems. This book challenges learners to rethink their connection to the earth. Rediscovery. Ancient Pathways, New Directions Henley, Thom. (1996). The rediscovery program has drawn timeless wisdom from Native elders. This book reflects the contributions of more than thirty native cultures and provides 130 activities based on the spirit of sharing, communicating with other cultures, connecting with the natural environment. Resources For Rethinking Resources For Rethinking is a project developed by Learning for a Sustainable Future. It provides teachers access to lesson plans, worksheets and other teaching resources that integrate environmental, social and economic spheres through learning that is interdisciplinary and action oriented. Each R4R resource has been reviewed by an experienced classroom teacher and matched to relevant curriculum outcomes for all provinces and territories. Search over 700 resources by grade, subject, jurisdiction, and sustainability theme. Sip Smart BC Sip Smart! BC is a new, educational program that helps teach children in grades 4 to 6 about sugary drinks and about making healthy drink choices. Sip Smart! BC is aligned with prescribed learning outcomes for Health and Career Education for grades 4, 5, and 6 and touches on other curriculum areas such as Science. Teachers can download and print the full Sip Smart! BC Teacher Resource Guide by clicking here and following the links. Supplementary materials, such as posters, can be downloaded and printed, or ordered separately. Sharing Nature with Children Cornell, Joseph. (1997). Grades: Pre-Kindergarten and up This extraordinary resource is respected by educators as a practical resource. Sharing Nature with Children has 42 nature awareness activities that can be used with a class or with individual students. Sustainability Course Content: A Curriculum Framework Ministry of Education  This resource provides topic areas and possible learning outcomes on sustainability for secondary schools. It contains seven modules that might be used individually or as an entire course. The modules have been designed so that they can be integrated into existing or new courses developed by schools or districts. The content in the framework document is merely a starting point for teachers and schools wishing to offer students courses with sustainability-focused content.  Teaching Elementary Science: Who’s Afraid of Spiders? Wassermann, Selma and Ivany, J.W. George. (2006). This book is for teachers, who want to teach science using higher thinking skills, exploration and experimentation. It describes a play-debrief-replay theoretical model that engages students with the natural environment and science materials in an innovative way. The focus is on examining many possible alternative explanations for scientific understanding. 60 science activities are described. Teaching Green: The Middle Years: Hands on Learning on Grade 6 to 8 Grant, Tim and Littlejohn, Gail. (2004). Grades: 6 to 8 Teaching Green: The Middle Years offers 50 kid-tested teaching strategies that promote interdisciplinary hands-on learning about environmental issues, and that foster critical thinking on topics such as sustaining ecosystems, living sustainably, and making interdisciplinary connections. Vancouver Food Policy Council The Vancouver Food Policy Council (VFPC) is an advisory group to Vancouver City Council, comprised of passionate people from various sectors of the local food system. Members include farmers, food distributors, nutritionists, processors, waste managers, activists, and academics engaged in the food system. The VFPC functions as a bridge between citizens and civic officials, coming together to work on food policy initiatives that benefit all Vancouverites. The primary goal of the VFPC is to examine how our local food system operates and provide ideas and policy recommendations to Vancouver City Council on how it can be improved. You are The Earth Suzuki, David and Vanderliden, Kathy. (1999). Grades: K to 9 You are the Earth explains how everything on earth is connected. This book is full of scientific facts, classroom activities, and ideas and stories to help students understand the relationship between the environment and what they can do to make the earth a better place.)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.js,)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7446,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 6, April 2006 Dalai Lama Centre for Peace and Education in Vancouver Unique in the world by Nancy Hinds One image will never leave me from the Dalai Lama’s April 2004 visit to Vancouver. His wide generous smile only matched by his laugh and his sandals tucked up underneath his robes as he sat cross-legged on the stage among thousands gathered to listen. Through these familiar and human gestures, he closed the distance between us and a deeply personal conversation occurred. This is one of the hopes of the Dalai Lama Centre for Peace and Education under development in Vancouver: to close the distance between people in conflict and to bring all voices into a dialogue for peace. When the dream of the centre comes true, a child entering Kindergarten this September will graduate in 2023 with a "different sort of education," one that values both education of the mind and education of the heart. Intellectual achievements will be balanced with personal capacities to nurture kindness and compassion for fellow human beings. Caring, empathy, and forgiveness will be given equal emphasis to high-test scores, competition, and external reward systems. The human experience in its fullest will be central to our schools. "This image of global citizens and responsible people is at the heart of His Holiness’ life service," says Victor Chan, friend and colleague of the Dalai Lama, "and it is the vision that will spark the work of the Dalai Lama Centre for Peace and Education. It is indeed an honour for Canada to have been selected as the site for such a centre that is unique in the world." The centre is a non-political, non-sectarian initiative that promotes peace through education, research, and dialogue. The Dalai Lama chose Vancouver as the site for this global institution because he recognized the city’s potential as a place of peace. Located in BC, it will have substantial international profile, be a magnet for collective peace initiatives, and help to build a climate of peace, one educated heart at a time. Collaborative planning is under way for September 8 when His Holiness will return to Vancouver to inaugurate the centre and engage in a series of dialogues. For the first time in his tireless world travels fostering non-violent approaches to resolving conflict and education of the heart, the Dalai Lama will speak with school children while an audience of over 1,000 fellow students from the Vancouver and West Vancouver school districts listen. The afternoon session will bring top researchers together with educators to explore features of the cutting edge research and programs that work. Leading researchers, Mary Gordon (Roots of Empathy), Mark Greenberg (University of Pennsylvania), and Kimberly Schonert-Reihl (University of British Columbia) will take the stage in a series of interactive panels. The work of the Garrison Institute of New York, which has produced a summary of exemplary school programs in North America, will also be discussed. "It is important to build a foundation from a strong scientific research base," says Chan, "in order that all can assess the efficacy and acceptability of these programs. There is no end to the good programs and ideas, but the key question must be, Will they fit in our situation? It is vital to bring the best out into the open and hear and discuss together." British Columbia’s focus on social responsibility is acclaimed for its place in school programs, but we can do more together to work for inner peace and social justice. Dialogue among the public, students, teachers, parents, policy-makers, and other educators during these day-long events is envisioned. In a recent meeting with Chan, Jinny Sims, BCTF president, commented, "Of course we will look for ways for teachers to become involved in the evolution of this centre’s work, and also use our Federation communication vehicles to get the word out. We must all work for peace on this planet. It is an opportunity to build on the June 2006 International Peace Education Conference, co-ordinated by the BCTF as part of the World Peace Forum, June 23–28, (contact: www.worldpeaceforum.ca for more information) and to seek ways that peace education can be sustained for children in our schools." Plans are under way to bring the September 8 dialogues with the Dalai Lama to regions in BC through webcasting. Public media events are also planned. A web site will be launched in April. Calls for a student essay contest to select students for the dialogue with His Holiness will be out later this spring. Watch for all of these ways to get involved this September. "Our hope is that the children growing up too fast and out of touch today will become more mindful of their own actions, more internally satisfied. Our dream is that all human beings can embrace life as authentically and meaningfully as possible and be contented and happy human beings," sums up Chan. "This is our shared educational purpose." Nancy Hinds is an assistant director in the BCTF’s Professional and Social Issues Division, nhinds@bctf.ca Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/IssuesInEducation.aspx?id=5532&printPage=true,BCTF > School Calendars  	BCTF > Issues in Education  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Issues in Education > School Calendars School Calendars BC school calendar Beginning with the 2013-14 school year, there is no standard school calendar. Each board of education establishes calendars for schools in its district. School calendar requirements are set out in the 2012 School Calendar Regulation. The Regulation also stipulates the minimum number of hours of instruction that boards must offer to students during the school year. Year Round Schools Revisiting the issue of year-round schools (2012)   Cost-effectiveness of year-round schooling, an annotated bibliography and synthesis of the research (1995) Do year round schools improve student learning? An annotated bibliography and synthesis of the research (1995) School organization alternatives: A consideration of year round, shift and extended day options (1996) Year-round education: Is it worth the hassle? (1996))
(20141006,www.cbc.ca,http://www.cbc.ca/news/world/typhoon-phanfone-leaves-at-least-1-dead-in-japan-1.2788748,Typhoon Phanfone leaves at least 1 dead in Japan - World - CBC News Accessibility Links Skip to main content Skip to CBC accessibility page   CBC Global Navigation CBC.ca News News Menu Sports Sports Menu Music   Radio Radio Menu TV TV Menu My Region Menu   More CBC Menu   Watch Watch Menu Listen Listen Menu     CBC News World Major StoriesIn The News In the news Canada and ISIS Ebola outbreak Bottle vs. tap Hong Kong protests CBC News Navigation Home World Canada Politics Business Health Arts & Entertainment Technology & Science Community Weather Video World Photo Galleries Typhoon Phanfone leaves at least 1 dead in Japan 2 million people advised to leave their homes The Associated Press Posted: Oct 06, 2014 9:49 AM ET Last Updated: Oct 06, 2014 9:49 AM ET A worker reacts after barrels fall from a carriage due to strong wind in Tokyo on Monday. (Kyodo News/Associated Press) A powerful typhoon that washed three American airmen in Okinawa out to sea, killing at least one, slammed central Japan on Monday, stalling trains and flights and triggering mudslides, before swerving to the Pacific Ocean. Elsewhere in the Pacific, a separate typhoon whipped the Mariana Islands, including Guam, with high winds and heavy rain. In Japan, bullet train service was suspended between Tokyo and Osaka because of the heavy rainfall, and more than 600 flights were canceled at Tokyo's Haneda Airport. The trains resumed service later in the day, although with delays. Typhoon Phanfone came ashore near the city of Hamamatsu shortly after 8 a.m. local time, and travelled northward before turning eastward into the Pacific north of Tokyo. Authorities advised more than 2 million people to evacuate, according to Kyodo News service. Passengers wait for the resumption of bullet train service at Tokyo Station on Monday. Service was suspended between Tokyo and Osaka because of heavy rain. (Kyodo News/Associated Press) One of the three U.S. airmen who went missing on Okinawa's northern coast was found dead. The other two were still missing, according to the Air Force and the Japanese coast guard. The Air Force said the search for the missing airmen had been interrupted by rough seas. Their names were being withheld pending notification of relatives. Okinawa is home to about half of the roughly 50,000 American troops stationed in Japan. Japanese broadcaster NHK reported one death, with five people missing. NHK footage showed flooded areas of Kanagawa prefecture, southwest of Tokyo, where people were wading in knee-high muddy water, and buildings and parked cars were sitting in big pools of water. The search for a dozen people still missing after a volcanic eruption in central Japan was suspended Sunday, and did not resume Monday, because of worries about possible landslides. The Sept. 27 eruption killed at least 51 hikers. In the Marianas, the eye of Typhoon Vongfong skirted Rota, a small island with about 2,500 residents where many buildings are made of concrete. Power outages and minor flooding were reported Monday morning. But by early afternoon, there were no reports of injuries or major damage anywhere on the islands as the storm moved away from the region. The weather service canceled a flash-flood watch for the islands. Tanya King, who was in Sinapolo, one of the population centres on Rota, said via Facebook messenger that she was without electricity and it was still very windy hours after the eye passed. She said a friend living near the ocean had broken windows, "but all is well." The brunt of the storm bypassed Guam, where many residents heeded warnings about high winds and flooding by taking refuge in designated shelters. As conditions improved, Guam officials shut down the island's storm centre, the airport resumed full operations, and government agencies and many businesses began reopening. There was some flooding in low-lying areas, but roads were passable. Typhoon Vongfong had maximum sustained winds of about 195 kilometres per hour, said Roger Edson of the National Weather Service in Guam. Winds on the islands of Guam, Tinian and Saipan were gusting to at least 102 km/h. © The Associated Press, 2014 Report Typo Send Feedback Stay Connected with CBC News Mobile Facebook Podcasts Twitter Alerts Newsletter Must Watch Most Viewed Ebola patient in Dallas 'fighting for his life' read comments China's 'anaconda strategy' for choking off Hong Kong protests read comments ISIS fight: Coalition airstrike casualties weigh on Canada's decision read comments Mass grave in Mexico contained 28 bodies, official says read comments Dallas Ebola case: Thomas Eric Duncan now in critical condition read comments Mexican police discover mass grave amid search for missing students read comments Typhoon Phanfone hits Japan, washing 3 U.S. airmen out to sea read comments Hong Kong protesters pull back to open streets to workers read comments U.S. beer industry hit by brewing debate over water regulation read comments Malaysia Airlines MH370: New underwater search begins read comments Right Communications The National Canada's destination for original journalism and stories with added depth and context. The Exchange with Amanda Lang The day's biggest business stories. Weeknights at 7 p.m. ET on CBC News Network Don't Miss Live ISIS mission gets aid injection as MPs debate air combat role in Iraq Updated Spanish nurse tests positive for Ebola after treating patient in Spain Analysis Post and Sun merger a doubtful pursuit of size and synergy: Don Pittis Patrick Brown In Hong Kong protest, China's 'Goliath' hasn't blinked yet Updated Vancouver sexual assaults prompt police warning New Glen Assoun's 1999 murder conviction under review Exclusive Saskatchewan massage therapist allowed to practise despite sexually assaulting client Quebecor sells 175 Sun Media newspapers and websites to Postmedia High school student among 2 people shot dead in Toronto Go Public Pharmacists' failure to check drug risks leads to 'horrible' death Ebola update: Dallas officials say 'crucial' week' for containment Updated Luka Magnotta trial: How Jun Lin met his killer still a mystery Columbus's ship? Shipwreck isn't Christopher Columbus's Santa Maria, UNESCO says Updated Hillary Clinton says military 'critical' but 'insufficient' against ISIS Canada Post Would you pay $20 a month to get mail delivered to your door? CBC Global Footer CBC.ca Aboriginal Books Contests Digital Archives Documentaries Kids Kids' CBC Preschool Music News Parents Program Guide Radio Sports Television Subscriptions CBC Player CBC Shop Corporate About CBC Transparency and Accountability Jobs Production Facilities Mobile Production Rentals Ombudsman CBC: Get the Facts Independent Producers Public Appearances Pitch a Radio or Audio Program Program and Content Sales Archive Sales Educational Sales Image Research Library & Still Photos Consumer Recordings Digital TV Stay Connected Mobile RSS Podcasts Member Services:Newsletters & Alerts CBC Links Terms Of Use Reuse & Permissions Advertise Privacy Site Map Help Contact Us CBC Radio-Canada Copyright © CBC 2014 cbc.radio-canada.ca cbc.ca radio-canada.ca)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/01/should-bc-teachers-get-salary-increase.html?showComment=1327638165854,Staffroom Confidential: Should BC teachers get a salary increase? Myths & Realities Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Saturday, January 7, 2012 Should BC teachers get a salary increase? Myths & Realities NOTE: There is an updated version of this post for those of you reading it in 2014! BC teachers are in contract negotiations asking for a fair deal. What do we mean by fair exactly? Teachers would like improvements in three areas: class size/composition, salary and benefits, and changes to the bargaining structure. As far as class size, we want only what was taken in 2002. We want the government to go back to the class sizes in place at that time and restore the funding so Boards can achieve this. For bargaining, we want to negotiate more items locally with our elected Boards. This facilitates diversity, community involvement, and local programs and solutions. It is not a cost item and is how teachers used to negotiate in the 1990's - very successfully. For salary and benefits, teachers want to "keep up" and "catch up". What do we mean by that? We want to keep up with inflation, and we want to catch up with Canadians in other provinces. Teachers in BC now rank 8th in salaries across Canada, despite the fact that our cost of living is one of the highest and that BC weathered the recession better than most other provinces. BC has been out of recession since 2010 and is forecasting moderate growth for the next year. Unfortunately, the government's position has and continues to be 'net zero'. The government claims that taxpayers cannot afford increases to public sector wages and that wages must remain flat because the government is running a deficit. Do these arguments make sense? Are they justified? Or should teachers receive a wage increase? Here are my answers to these questions. Myth #1: Teachers should not get a wage increase because of the government deficit Reality #1: There was no deficit when the Liberals took power in 2001. Through a series of income tax cuts and corporate tax cuts, the Liberals went from a surplus to a deficit. Yes, the recession of 2009 impacted government revenues. But not as much as tax cuts have. Moreover, the government has found plenty of money for spending when it feels the spending is a priority. There was money for the BC Place roof ($500 million). There was money for the Olympics (over $1 billion). There was money for smart meters ($900 million). There was money for new government network systems ($1.2 billion to Telus). There seems to be plenty of money for the CEO's of crown corporations like BC Ferries (David Hahn's pension value - over $10 million). The fact is that the government is using the deficit that it created as an excuse to take money away from public services and the people who provide them. The money is there. It is a matter of priorities. It is simply unfair to make one group of workers pay for a deficit created by tax cuts to other people and corporations. Private sector workers are seeing increases. Other public sector workers are seeing increases (for example, Vancouver police with 8.8% over 33 months). Why should one group be singled out? Moreover how is it fair to make middle income earners pay for tax cuts that disproportionately benefited the wealthy and corporations? It just isn't. Myth #2: The 'net zero' wage freeze is fair because it impacts all public sector workers Reality #2: Only those workers covered by the Public Sector Employer's Council are impacted, and that does not include all public sector workers. Fire fighters are not under 'net zero'. Police are not under 'net zero'. Even school Superintendents are not under 'net zero'. Nurses are not under 'net zero' because they negotiated in 2009, supposedly before the 'net zero' mandate was implemented, but certainly at the height of the recession. How is it fair that these workers can negotiate increases and other workers can't? Myth #3: BC teachers already have high salaries Reality #3: After five years of university training, BC teachers begin with a wage in the low $40's, if they are full time. Many teachers only get part time work for the first 3-5 years of their career. It takes ten years of full time work to reach the maximum salary, which is about $75,000 for most teachers. BC teachers rank 8th in Canada compared to teachers in other provinces. A teacher in BC earns on average $20,000 less than a comparably experienced teacher in Alberta and $15,000 less than one in Ontario. Yet BC has the highest cost of living and the highest housing prices in the country (http://www.theprovince.com/business/City+house+prices+continue+ascent/5943834/story.html). Myth #4: 'Net zero' isn't a pay cut, so it is fair Reality #4: In September, when the new school year began, year over year inflation was at 3.2% according to the Consumer Price Index. When teachers got their first paycheque of the year, they had 3.2% less buying power. This is what matters. This January, teachers, along with other workers, will see increases to their CPP payments, their EI premiums, and their MSP premiums. Many contracts have automatic cost of living increases, but ours does not. Without any increase, teachers will fall behind. Myth #5: Teachers are asking for too much Reality #5: Teachers want to keep up with inflation. Teachers want to catch up with their colleagues in other provinces. Teachers took four years of zero increases since 1998. Teachers traded salary for smaller class sizes and those class size provisions were later eliminated. It is perfectly reasonable to ask for cost of living increases and wage adjustments to catch up with our Canadian colleagues. Myth #6: Teachers are asking for $2 billion Reality #6: The true number is probably many times less. BCPSEA (the employer) made many erroneous assumptions in order to come up with a hyper-inflated costing number. For example, they assumed that every single teacher would take their full bereavement leave entitlement every single year. In fact, teachers often take bereavement leave once or twice a decade or once or twice in their whole career. They assumed every teacher would take extra sick days if they were available. In fact, we know from Statistics Canada that teachers take an average of 7.7 days per year which is already less than their entitlement, so increased entitlement would only be used by a small percentage of teachers who become very ill. The assumptions used by BCPSEA were unrealistic and result in highly inflated costing estimates. They are not justified and do not reflect the true cost of the proposals teachers have put forward. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 4:17 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 25 comments: AnonymousJanuary 8, 2012 at 10:00 AM Thank you for this post. I think it should be sent as "letter to the editor" to newspapers in major cities in BC to inform those who see government figures or reports and take it as truth without questioning it. Well done!ReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 8, 2012 at 1:11 PM Excellent summary of our situation. "Even school Superintendents are not under 'net zero"; SD59 Superintendant sent a letter to parents saying gross modo that we were (teachers) selfish and without social empathy toward public sector for not swallowing the "net zero" !ReplyDelete Donna in BurnabyJanuary 8, 2012 at 7:45 PM Thank you!ReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 8, 2012 at 9:09 PM Well I have come from Alberta and previous Ontario and Your teacher need to better then other provinces. You are way behind Alberta in education. My daughter in October of her grade one year knows more then mine son has in his second year at a BC school. You need to fix something in your school system because you are falling behind. In the 2 and half years my daughter has been in the BC school system she is at the same reading, writing and math. I know why people homeschool and put their kids in the private school system, the public is so broken it can't complete with the rest of Canada.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousJanuary 17, 2012 at 6:50 PM How can you tell if your children are at the same level when you cannot spell, use appropriate grammar or form a proper sentence????Delete AnonymousJanuary 26, 2012 at 8:21 PM Teachers cannot be held solely responsible for your child's lack of progress. It would appear as though you could benefit from some additional education. Where were you educated? I agree with Anonymous, learn to spell and form a proper sentence before giving your opinion on the state of education. Thanks for wasting even more of my prep time on your uneducated and ignorant point of view.Delete AnonymousFebruary 29, 2012 at 5:25 PM Wow - I think that the original author has a legitimate complaint. I have a graduate degree and I completely agree that the level of education my children have received in the public school system is deplorable. AND REALLY - if someone is illiterate or unable to formulate a sentence correctly on a blog post does that mean that his/her child does not deserve a proper education! GIVE ME A BREAK - and please refrain from making personal attacks on people who voice a contrary opinion. It only demonstrates your small mindedness.Delete Reply AnonymousJanuary 8, 2012 at 10:28 PM I think you mean: I came from Alberta and previously Ontario, and teachers in BC need to teach better than other provinces. You are much behind Alberta in terms of education. My daughter knew more in October of her grade one year than my son, who was in his second year enrolled at a BC school. You need to fix features of your school system, because you are falling behind. In the two and half years my daughter has been enrolled in the BC school system, she has remained at the same level of reading, writing and math. I now know why people homeschool their children and enroll their kids in the private school system. The public system is so broken that it can no longer complete with the rest of Canada. - A BC public school teacherReplyDelete Replies AnonymousJanuary 23, 2012 at 12:55 PM I think you mean "compete" not complete. And you're a teacher?Delete AnonymousJanuary 25, 2012 at 7:10 PM Wow. How petty. An entire paragraph is corrected with one spelling error in the final sentence and you decide to focus on it as being the "issue with teachers". What has our society come to? Signed a Fellow BC TeacherDelete AnonymousFebruary 11, 2012 at 7:19 PM I taught in Ontario before moving to BC to teach and I don't see a whole lot of difference. There are good and bad teachers in both places. In fact, BC has stricter education requirements, I had to go back to get a few more undergrad courses.Delete Reply AnonymousJanuary 9, 2012 at 7:24 AM I live in SD 59 and the letter the superintendent sent home did not say that teachers were "selfish or without social empathy." ~ParentReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 9, 2012 at 1:58 PM Quote: From superintendent SD#59: "...With regard to the strike, some of the confusing information parents are receiving sounds like the teacher's strike is about the size and composition of classes, or the resources that are available for students with special needs. That is not true. The issues around class size and resourcing have been separate and are "NOT" part of the bargaining. The full focus of the BCTF strike demands is about wages and benefits that are approaching a price tag of 3 billion dollars. That is a 75% increase, at a time in the economy that the Province has told all union the overall settlement of their bargaining cannot increase cost to the Province. Moreover, 3/4 of the public unions have settled contracts under those rules." These 2 paragraphs speak by themselves about how teachers are perceived by the superintendent.ReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 9, 2012 at 2:01 PM http://www.pssg.gov.bc.ca/psec/disclosure/disclosure10-11.htmReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 10, 2012 at 8:51 AM Please send this wonderful article to a newspaper so some of the nasty myths can be dispelled. Awesome job!ReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 25, 2012 at 4:52 PM A great letter... I agree that this should be sent to every newspaper in B.C. as well as made into an infomercial on t.v. Why wait for an election?ReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 26, 2012 at 4:23 PM Myth #7: Teachers are the only workers affected by "net zero". Reality #7: Over 16,000 members of HSA (Health Sciences Association of BC) have been crippled by the "net zero" policy. Wages for HSA members in BC are upwards of 8$ an hour less than other provinces in Canada. The last contract forced upon HSA members was highlighted by a 0% wage increase, and a loss of 1 vacation day per year. So no, teachers, you are NOT the only group of workers being forced to pay for corporate tax cuts. Were you there to support other public sector employees last year when they were trying to fight "net zero"? I didn't think so.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousJanuary 26, 2012 at 8:22 PM Agreed! I am in HSA, and sorry, but I can't support these demands by the teachers. Frustrating to me to see the 'it's not fair' comments. Sounds like children. Life isn't fair, we are a country and province in serious financial difficulty. Cuts need to be made. I absolutely support putting money into increasing numbers of teachers, and adding support teachers and SEAs . If I want to make more money, I could move to Alberta and earn $8-10 more an hour too, giving me a significant raise but I choose to live here. It's always greener on the other side, and everyone thinks they are the ones hard done by. I work 37.5 hours a week, but actually in my office 40-42 hours and I don't get overtime pay. I choose to do it because I love my job and want to do the best I can for my patients. I take classes and go to workshops to enhance my job, on my own time and I pay for it myself. I use my vacation days to attend work related conferences. HSA's contract is also set to expire and we already had 0% wage last contract. I'm not expecting any better this time around. That's life, it's not always fair. I just appreciate that I have a job that I love that pays a decent wage ( which is slightly less than a teachers wage). Maybe there are just a whole lot of teachers with very little personal job satisfaction.Delete KarenFebruary 17, 2012 at 10:15 AM Job satisfaction! Try keeping 30 students at the edge of their seats for 5 hours a day, daily!! Attend meetings(special needs, counseling-requested meetings, parent-requested meetings, department meetings, staff meetings, Health and safety meetings,etc.) mark, prepare, field phone calls, supervise, prepare report cards, participate in extra-curricular activities,answer student concerns after classes; type/prepare/photocopy learning /testing materials for students (no secretarial time for us!); mentor, clean our boards, put up our chairs, manage the learning materials in our classrooms (put away the books, clean the lab equip. fix the musical instruments, organize the gym equip., ensure safety in the woodworking/auto and metal shops etc.), put up display boards, order books/educational materials,take first aide training at our own expense, etc.) No one-to-one with down time, bells dictate our time usage (coffee break? designated lunch time? not always possible); daily emotional 'baggage' children/students bring to the classroom must be dealt with in a calm and supportive manner; AND, Administrative Officers that add to the intensity of our day. (Some are very supportive; others add to our stress by being judgmental, giving little support by keeping communication lines blurred, not making themselves available, not taking control and leading but hiding behind their desks, etc.) We earn our keep!! And, we can't go up the capitalist ladder - 'more students doesn't mean more money; it means more work!' No compensation for using our own books, driving students with our own cars (we must 'up' protection on our personal car insurance to protect them in case of an accident) We only rely on the good nature of our govt. and the public to support us. Where are you? If you think you can do the job better, for cheaper, 'step up to the plate'.Delete Reply Tara EhrckeJanuary 26, 2012 at 5:27 PM Hello Anonymous, I have always consistently opposed net zero for ANY public sector worker, not just teachers. I absolutely agree that no group or groups of public sector workers should be singled out unfairly. I also believe we should all be rejecting the wage freeze. With respect to support, teachers in my local put up picket signs when HEU was facing wage cuts and I absolutely agree we need to be supporting each other. Please see my blog posts on this subject, including HSA in particular, from last year: http://staffroomconfidential.blogspot.com/2011/02/in-labour-newswill-hsa-vote-no-campaign.html http://staffroomconfidential.blogspot.com/2011/03/why-bc-government-wage-freeze-is.html This article was reposted on an HSA member site here: http://our-union.org/2011/03/29/why-the-bc-government-wage-freeze-is-indefensible/ I also wrote about opposition to net zero from Vancouver Island University workers and Langara College workers: http://staffroomconfidential.blogspot.com/2011_03_01_archive.html http://staffroomconfidential.blogspot.com/2011/04/langara-versus-wage-freeze.htmlReplyDelete UnknownFebruary 2, 2012 at 8:21 PM Actually, the cost of the Olympics was closer to $7 billion, once you factor in the cost of the Canada Line, the Sea to Sky Highway, and the new Convention Centre. On a related note, the deficit in 2008, amortized over 3 years, stood at $3 billion.ReplyDelete AnonymousFebruary 12, 2012 at 10:43 AM I am a parent in SD#35 and I am so impressed with my children's school and with the hard work that most of the teachers and adminstrators put in at that school. They are still getting a quality education, even throughout job action.The teachers are commincating with my husband and I on their academic progress, and my daughter is on the Grade Six basketball team which practices after school and at noon hour 3 times a week! I support a wage increases for my children's teachers because I want them to be able to keep up with inflation and be paid what professionals make in other provinces. We need to pay our teachers and other public sector employees what they deserve, or els in the future, we will not attract good people into these professions or be able to keep them in our province. Isnt this what is happening in the nursing industry? The Lower mainland is one of the most expensive places to live and we have to face the fact that if we want an educated community, then we have to willing to pay for it. A concerned parentReplyDelete AnonymousFebruary 24, 2012 at 4:00 PM I am a parent in south Delta and I must say that I am impressed with the communication that we have been receiving from my son's teachers at Delta Secondary. I think that teachers should get a raise at least to the level of inflation, but with all due respect to teachers, I cannot see where or how you feel that you should receive large increases. You are I think quite fairly paid for your job and you do not have the very real pressure for measurable performance that so many in the private sector face. Having said that, those people in the private sector are not getting the types of raises you are asking for and many of them would be happy with just getting at or near the inflation rate this year. I think that if you want to be paid very well then you will need to get into the private sector where you will face much more performance pressure, you will have 3-4 weeks off per year, there will be no such thing as overtime pay if you are salaried and if you don't perform adquately or well, you will faced with possible termination. You will have no effective job security unless you perform. So I think you have it quite good, better than anyone I can think of in most respects, with the exception of pay, which as I said I think is quite fair. I say this with great respect for your profession.ReplyDelete AnonymousFebruary 25, 2012 at 10:37 AM I am a very excited Teacher Candidate that will finish my Bachelors of Education this year. I am interested in this profession because I love it! However, my student loans are over 30 grand and I do not own a car, or a house. I am repeatedly being told that there are few jobs out there and the ones that are out there pay significantly less than a retail job I held before my Bachelor's degrees (per hour). I keep my optimism up because I know I am going to be fantastic at this job but it is hard to look past the fact that I will not be able to afford a house, a car and raise children on my income any time soon. Thank-you current teachers for fighting for those of us who want to join your ranks!ReplyDelete AnonymousFebruary 28, 2012 at 8:10 AM Great article Tara. And a great big THANK YOU for all of your hard work!ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ▼  January (13) How to reduce income inequality BC Schools: A decade of choice, a decade of declin... What is fair and reasonable? Twitter tale - Consultation, Minister Abbott style... Alberta teachers in negotiations BCTF presents reduced set of proposals School boards discuss 'net zero' Will grouping by ability mean re-segregation? BC teachers describe workload issues at bargaining... BC public sector enters 2012 bargaining Superintendent of Greater Victoria received 10% wa... Should BC teachers get a salary increase? Myths & ... A year in review: waking the sleeping giant ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7226,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 3, November/December 2005 Post-secondary support for teachers by Cindy Oliver The biggest teachers’ dispute in BC’s history is over and it’s time to reflect on lessons learned. Certainly, those in the premier’s office are still trying to figure out what happened. In a dispute where the government was convinced that strike-bound classrooms would turn public support against teachers, the results were the exact opposite. Close to two-thirds of British Columbians supported teachers in their fight for better classroom learning conditions, even though that fight had been deemed illegal by the BC courts and had kept kids out of school for over two weeks. The dispute was a wake-up call for the Campbell government. Bully tactics, like the legislative hammer embedded in Bill 12, the Teachers’ Collective Bargaining Act, were not going to go unopposed by either those directly affected–BC teachers–or their allies in the broader labour movement. As well, the BC Liberals were reminded once again that the public looks to government to find answers, not pick fights. Many thousands of parents know all too well what the teachers are talking about when they say classroom conditions have deteriorated over the last four years. Parents wanted those problems fixed and knew that supporting teachers in this dispute was the only way to do it. In the broader labour movement, the solidarity and support for teachers was nothing short of spectacular. Whether it was the protests in Victoria or the Kootenays, thousands of workers walked off the job to send a clear message to the premier: bargain with teachers, don’t ignore them. Those workers risked a lot to send that message. In the Kootenays, six steelworkers were fired for participating in the protest. In other areas, workers faced suspensions for taking a stand. Within the ranks of the Federation of Post-Secondary Educators of BC (FPSE), support for the teachers was tremendous. Members on Vancouver Island, in Kamloops, and the Northwest, as well as throughout the Kootenays joined with others to show their support for the teachers’ fight. Hundreds joined in community rallies and walked the picket line with teachers. When the courts froze the teachers’ strike fund, FPSE was quick to provide direct support to individual teachers. We established the Feed the Teachers Fund and called on others in the labour movement to join our effort. The initial commitment of $200,000 has since climbed to almost $300,000, with support from other unions, FPSE locals, and CAUT (Canadian Association of University Teachers) affiliates from across Canada. The response from teachers was heartfelt. Our office received hundreds of calls, e-mails, and letters from teachers. One Burnaby teacher wrote "Wow! What a wonderful gesture of support—thank you. I am a Burnaby teacher on call and a single mom so this is awesome for us." Lessons learned? When we support each other, we’re all stronger for it. Yes, collective action is never easy to mobilize, but it is a powerful reminder of what makes our movement so essential. There will always be room for improvement, but what we demonstrated to ourselves and to teachers is that solidarity is forever. Cindy Oliver is president of the Federation of Post-Secondary Educators of BC (FPSE). Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/01/superintendent-of-greater-victoria.html?showComment=1326081801945,Staffroom Confidential: Superintendent of Greater Victoria received 10% wage increase Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Sunday, January 8, 2012 Superintendent of Greater Victoria received 10% wage increase The Public Service Employers' Council (PSEC) recently released the public disclosure of executive compensation for school districts. This comes shortly after we learned in the media that the Greater Victoria Board of Education secretly renewed the contracts of both the Superintendent and the Secretary Treasurer at the last meeting before the November elections when a new Board came into office. You can find the public disclosure here: http://www.pssg.gov.bc.ca/psec/disclosuredocs/sddisclosures11/sd61_11.pdf Given the government's steadfast insistence that teacher do not deserve to even keep up with inflation, never mind catch up with our colleagues in the rest of Canada, it is interesting to see the 10% wage increase (over one year) for our Superintendent. In 2009/10, Superintendent John Gaiptman received a base salary of $158, 711. In 2010/11 he received a base salary of $175, 073. This is an increase of $16, 362, or just above 10%. There is some complicated formula relating to averages across BC, but I was interested to read that although Greater Victoria ranks 7th in size, the Superitendent's salary and benefits rank 4th in BC. (See: http://www.langleytimes.com/news/136677488.html) In addition to this base salary, he receives another $32, 730 in benefits. Much of this is pension, but there are some other items included, such as "all reasonable expenses" for professional development, a home computer,  a professional association dues. He also gets a membership to a Health Club. Let's compare this to teachers in Greater Victoria. We received a 2% increase between 2009/10 and 2010/11 and we received a 0% increase this fall. (I don't know what Mr. Gaiptman received this fall, as the disclosure from PSEC comes at the end of the year). Teachers in Greater Victoria receive $87 per year for professional development - a number that has not changed since 1992. We have to pay our professional dues ourselves. We do not get a membership to a Health Club. For most teachers, in "category 5" with 5 years of university education, the starting salary is $48, 626 and after ten years of full time experience, the top salary is $74, 353. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 6:11 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 9 comments: AnonymousJanuary 8, 2012 at 6:30 PM And what does a superintendent do that is worth this much. And there are even worse examples where there are a number of them earning $200k+ and have cars as perks. What?ReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 8, 2012 at 8:03 PM A health club? Students are falling between the cracks and the superintendent gets a membership to take care of himself? What about meeting the needs of students in his school district?ReplyDelete KamloopsEdTechJanuary 8, 2012 at 8:15 PM Did you notice that some superintendents didn't take their vacation and instead got paid out up to $15K extra! What a contract. Maybe they should be forced to take or loose out and save the system. It also seems as a way for superintendents to further increase their wages.ReplyDelete LucindaJanuary 9, 2012 at 5:24 PM And his benefits have been re-negotiated since 1993. Teachers have been suffering with antiquated extended health and dental benefits since the last century! When was the last time anyone got a pair of glasses for $150? Yah, I thought so.ReplyDelete chalk_talkerJanuary 13, 2012 at 4:41 PM Tara, a colleague says this is not true and Gaiptman has refused the raise.ReplyDelete chalk_talkerJanuary 13, 2012 at 4:42 PM Tara, a colleague says this is not true and Gaiptman has refused the raise.ReplyDelete Tara EhrckeJanuary 14, 2012 at 9:35 AM No, as per the public disclosure linked to above, this is the correct amount that he was paid last school year. The public disclosure is signed by the chair of the board and the information would be included in the audit. Whoever told you this should check their facts. You can direct them to the public disclosure which is hosted on the government of BC website.ReplyDelete Rob PaynterJanuary 14, 2012 at 8:34 PM For convenience, the public disclosure link is http://www.pssg.gov.bc.ca/psec/disclosure/disclosure10-11.htm One item I found to be rather ironic is that BCPSEA apparently has no problem making use of reference salaries in Ontario, Alberta and Saskatchewan fro Executive positions but dismisses the same references when considering teacher salaries.ReplyDelete Rob PaynterJanuary 14, 2012 at 8:52 PM Hey Tara, just reread and realized you've already posted the link. Sorry. On the plus side, you shouldn't have to wait for PSEC to check on current salaries. According to the Public Sector Employers Act, executive contracts are public documents and must be available either on the employer's website or in hard copy at the employer's office for public review.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ▼  January (13) How to reduce income inequality BC Schools: A decade of choice, a decade of declin... What is fair and reasonable? Twitter tale - Consultation, Minister Abbott style... Alberta teachers in negotiations BCTF presents reduced set of proposals School boards discuss 'net zero' Will grouping by ability mean re-segregation? BC teachers describe workload issues at bargaining... BC public sector enters 2012 bargaining Superintendent of Greater Victoria received 10% wa... Should BC teachers get a salary increase? Myths & ... A year in review: waking the sleeping giant ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=17390&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 4, January/February 2009  New BCTF lesson aids 1 LA EE306—Environmental Concepts for BC Classrooms by L.J. Environmental Consulting, 90 p. ©2002, Rev. 2008. This resource guide provides a range of environmental study topics in the form of individual fact sheets for each theme. The topics are divided by theme into six separate interactions. Each topic includes sets of facts, key points, common questions and answers and suggestions for “what we can do” to be part of the environmental solution, in addition to activities for students and reference and resource information. Recommended by the B.C. Ministry of Education. Grades 10–12. $31.95 2 LA 2020—Education for All: Twinning Tools for Schools by Victoria International Development Education Association, 53 p. ©2008. This is a classroom ready guide for educators to help teach about access to education in the world. Includes information and instructions for twinning schools with schools in rural Zambia. The guide provides an overview of the challenges and rewards related to the achievement of universal access to education, and examines each major challenge in greater detail. A twinning activity for students is suggested at the end of each chapter which refers to the twinning reference pages at the back of the resource for more information. A downloadable version of the guide is available at http://tinyurl.com/3nzqvc, Grades 8–12. $5 3 LA 3229—N’mahtahow: Mammal Tracks and Signs by Lisa Pugh, 77 p. ©2008. Designed for use inside and outside the classroom, the unit is focused on mammals. Aboriginal students will have the opportunity to feel a part of the curriculum and find science “come alive” by reflecting Aboriginal concepts and non-linear methodologies. The unit covers specific Aboriginal content in life science and earth sciences and most of the 27 lessons are integrated and cover many of the IRPs for language arts and math. Blackline masters are also included. Grades K–7. $6.95 4 LA 8074—An Alphabet Adventure by Susan McCallum and Heidi Clark, 28p. ©2008. A combination of childhood imagination, whimsy, and a professional touch, this colour-illustrated small alphabet book was a collaborative effort amongst the Kindergarten students of Florence Nightingale Elementary, professional artist Susan McCallum, and literacy specialist teacher Heidi Clark. McCallum provided the class with numerous hours of art instruction and using her graphic artist skills, Susan formatted the students’ illustrations and hand coloured them. Drawing inspiration from the illustrations, Heidi authored the text. The resulting effect is a vivid and mesmerizing story. This powerful collaboration resulted in inner-city children creating a viable learning tool for all students. Grades K–2. $10 5 LA 8244—Teaching About Canada: Hands-On Activities for Grades 2 and 3 by Dianne Varty, 55 p. ©2007. This illustrated resource book includes hands-on activities and templates for a CPR train ride, a three-dimensional map of Canada, a provincial brochure, a newspaper, and a study of Canadian Aboriginal peoples. Grades 2–3. $6.95 6 LA 9565—My World, My Choice: Food and Nutrition in My Community by Jim Wiese, 70 p., playing cards and DVD, ©2007. This resource package is produced by the BC Agriculture in the Classroom Foundation and includes a 70 page teacher's guide related to learning outcomes for science, social studies, and personal planning, a set of Take a Bite playing cards to match where food, plant, and animals come from, where they are grown in BC and where they belong in the Canada Food Guide, and a DVD with three BC Agriculture in the Classroom programs: the Sustainability Road Show, Put Your Money Where Your Mouth Is, and Feeding Frenzy, plus video clips from the Metro Vancouver TV series. Grades 4–7. $4 7 LA 9566—Food for Thought: Agriculture and Sustainability in the Lower Mainland by Jim Wiese, 63 p. and DVD, ©2007. This package is produced by the BC Agriculture in the Classroom Foundation and includes a teacher’s guide and DVD for learning outcomes for science and social studies. The guide was created to help students explore agriculture and sustainability in the Lower Mainland, as well as the relationship between agriculture, the environment and society. The DVD compilation has been developed to accompany the teacher’s guide to support classroom teaching and learning about agriculture and sustainability. Grades 5–7. $4 8 LA 9568—Salmon, the Environment and Society: An Education Module on Salmon Aquaculture in BC by Jim Wiese, 52 p. ©2006. This guide, produced as a joint project between the BC Ministry of Agriculture and Lands and the BC Agriculture in the Classroom Foundation, is designed to help students explore the many roles of aquaculture in BC including salmon farming and the relationship between salmon, the environment, and society. Grades 5–8. $4 9 LA 2003—The Meaning of Life by Hugh Brody, 82 min., ©2008. This feature documentary and educational DVD looks at a very unusual prison, and at a fascinating model for rehabilitating prisoners--a collaboration between the Chehalis Nation of British Columbia and Correctional Service of Canada. Filmed over the course of two years at Kwikwèxwelhp (formerly known as the Elbow Lake Correction Facility), the film examines a different way to look at the concepts underlying punishment and rehabilitation and the idea that the current prison system can be significantly changed by including community in the process. Grades 8–12. $6.95 10 LA F2018—Le concours Begbie d’histoire du Canada: de 11 ans à 15 ans, Subventionné par la Société de concours Begbie, 188 p. ©2008. Cette publication et LA 2017 .-. « Le concours Begbie d’histoire du Canada: les dix premières années » s’efforcent de rendre l’histoire vivante, engagent les élèves dans l’analyse historique et leur permettent d’exercer des méthodes de réflexion critiques. La Société de concours de Begbie contient un grand nombre de sources de première main choisies avec soin qui permettent aux élèves d’exercer les qualités dont ont besoin les historiens (et les citoyens) quand ils doivent traiter l’information. Un index détaillé pour ces deux volumes permet aux enseignants de trouver rapidement un matériel divers concernant des événements tant majeurs que mineurs de l’histoire canadienne. Les stratégies associées à l’utilisation de ces documents sont groupées en fonction des différentes étapes de la méthodes historique: l’historien choisit un sujet de recherche, l’historien applique la méthode historique, le passé – la quête de preuves; le présent – l’historien, et l’historien rédige un document d’histoire. De la 10e à la 12e année. $35 More curriculum resources and information are available at www.bcalmer.ca. To order the above lesson aids, enclose a cheque payable to the BCTF or authorized PO to BCTF Lesson Aids Service, 100-550 West 6th Avenue, Vancouver, BC V5Z 4P2 or call 604-871-2180, toll free 1-800-663-9163, ext. 2180, with a Visa or Mastercard. GST, postage/ handling are included in prices. Orders sent by return mail. Lesson Aids office and display room hours: 9–5 p.m. Mon. to Fri. from Sept. to June; 9–5. Tues. to Fri. during July and Aug.; 9–12 on Sat. during Sept., Oct., Jan., and Feb. bctf.ca/LessonAids. Lesson Aid contest Enter to win a $50 Lesson Aids gift certificate by joining the new public e-mail list – Lesson Aids Service Alert at bctf.ca/cgi-bin/mailinglistssub.pl on the BCTF website. This list will get you connected to all the latest buzz about new lesson aids, services offered, contests, and lesson aid specials.  )
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "October is #FosterFamilyMonth. Thank you #BC for opening your homes and hearts to more than 5,900 children and youth." @John_Yap - 11:14pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "Eid Mubarak to all those celebrating in BC!" @bcliberals - 06:52pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/data.cfm?page=WCBdecisions&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true,BCTF Home E-mail Lists Links A to Z Index Contact Us Help SITE SEARCH Quick Links BCTF formsBCTF NewsFrançaisLabour linksPensionsTeacher NewsmagazineTeaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Health & Safety > WCB Advocacy > WCB decisions WCB Decisions The objective of this page is to provide Workers' Compensation Board decision information to Local Presidents and members. The decisions in the BCTF database are limited to claims that involve teachers. Please contact Sarbrinder Lalli if you have questions about specific decisions. Enter search criteria using the search form below. To see a list of all decisions from 2012 forward, just hit the search button. Help? Search form Year of decision any 2014 2013 2012       Keyword   Please report any problems with this database or web site to BCTF Information Technology About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy Close Window Print Page   WCB Decisions The objective of this page is to provide Workers' Compensation Board decision information to Local Presidents and members. The decisions in the BCTF database are limited to claims that involve teachers. Please contact Sarbrinder Lalli if you have questions about specific decisions. Enter search criteria using the search form below. To see a list of all decisions from 2012 forward, just hit the search button. Help? Search form Year of decision any 2014 2013 2012       Keyword   Please report any problems with this database or web site to BCTF Information Technology)
(20141007,www.huffingtonpost.com,http://www.huffingtonpost.com/politics/front/refresh,Something's Gone Terribly Wrong Oh, Noes! A 404! Tweet Feel free to continue to the Huffington Post » or)
(20141007,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/bctf/status/473500489917554690?screen_name=bctf&id=473500489917554690,BCTF on Twitter: "#bced teachers + @cupebc staff with Jim Iker at Mitchell Elementary. They have a message for @christyclarkbc #bcpoli http://t.co/08P7R4t6O2" Twitter Search query Search Twitter Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Language: English Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Have an account? Sign in New to Twitter? Join Today » Sign In Phone, email or username Password Sign in Remember me Forgot password? Already using Twitter via text message? Follow Following Unfollow Blocked Unblock Pending Cancel BCTF ‏ @bctf Jun 2 #bced teachers + @cupebc staff with Jim Iker at Mitchell Elementary. They have a message for @christyclarkbc #bcpoli pic.twitter.com/08P7R4t6O2 Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Retweets 19 Favorites 9 9:24 AM - 2 Jun 2014 RegimeChangeVictoria ‏ @SteveFilipovic Jun 2 @bctf @cupebc using a Strike against @christyclarkbc who has been trying to provoke a Strike seems a bit short sighted? #bcpoli Use History! Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Don’t miss any updates from BCTF © 2014 Twitter About Help Ads info Close Flag this media This has already been marked as containing sensitive content. Flag this as containing potentially illegal content. Submit Cancel Learn more about flagging media Dismiss Close Previous Next Close Go to a person's profile Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Close Retweet this to your followers? Cancel Retweet Close Are you sure you want to delete this Tweet? Cancel Delete Close Block Cancel Block Add a location to your Tweets When you tweet with a location, Twitter stores that location. You can switch location on/off before each Tweet and always have the option to delete your location history. Learn more Turn location on Not now Turn off location Close Profile summary Close Your lists Close Create a new list List name Description Under 100 characters, optional Privacy Public · Anyone can follow this list Private · Only you can access this list Save list Close Close Embed this Tweet Add this Tweet to your website by copying the code below. Learn more Hmm, there was a problem reaching the server. Try again? Include parent Tweet Include media Preview Close Sign up for Twitter Not on Twitter? Sign up, tune into the things you care about, and get updates as they happen. Have an account? Sign in » Close Two-way (sending and receiving) short codes: Country Code For customers of United States 40404 (any) Canada 21212 (any) United Kingdom 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM Haiti 40404 Digicel, Voila Ireland 51210 Vodafone, O2 India 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Indonesia 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » See SMS short codes for other countries Close Confirmation)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/ResearchRoundup.aspx,BCTF > Research Roundup  	Bargaining and contracts  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers Aboriginal Education  Bargaining & Collective Agreements  Français  Health & Safety  New Teachers  Opportunities for Members  Pensions Professional Development  Professional Rights & Responsibility  Provincial Specialist Associations  Salary & Benefits  Teachers Teaching On Call  Teaching Resources  For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Bargaining & Collective Agreements > Bargaining 2011/12 > Research Roundup Research Roundup These short articles summarize a range of BCTF research, and can be used to introduce the more in-depth research or as a basis for discussion. On the topic of Autonomy: What is autonomy and why is it important? BCPSEA proposes a narrow, managerial approach to education, aiming to reduce both teacher professionalism and autonomy  Autonomy: Is paternalism history, or part of the current picture? Autonomy, teacher professionalism, and the erosion of trust in public services  Why increased accountability can reduce teachers’ autonomy  On the topic of Education funding: K to 12 education funding is in comparative free fall   “Net zero” is less than zero   Wow—That’s a lot of money!   On the topic of Professional Development: Time for BC to get into the 21st century with funding for professional development  Mentoring and induction programs: BCPSEA and the provincial government well behind the 8-ball when compared to Ontario  What is wrong with the BCPSEA perspectives of teachers’ professional development, and which directions might be more useful to consider? On the topic of teacher salaries:  Canadian teacher salary rankings, 2013-14 (brief version)   Research report: Teacher salaries in BC, July 1, 2010   Research report: 2011 Canadian teacher salary rankings: Provinces and territories   Research report: Teacher salary comparisons—Inter-city differences: 2010-11 and 2011-12   Other topics: BC behind the rest of Canada in classroom conditions  Desperately seeking counselling  Government interference in collective bargaining: Greater impact on women  Inflation protection for some workers—why not teachers?  Local bargaining—local solutions to local conditions   MLAs get inflation-based raises every year; refuse those raises to teachers and others  More teacher-librarians means higher reading scores   Who’s had a big pay increase? The architect of “Net zero”  Worklife of BC teachers in 2009 chapter vignettes    About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "Eid Mubarak to all those celebrating in BC!" @bcliberals - 06:52pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Touring a natural gas drilling rig with @MLA Mike Bernier, and Brian from EnCana http://t.co/AifdJ4H07b" @Teresa_Wat - 06:01pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "RT @nationalpost: Tories' temporary foreign worker overhaul is 'tragically misdirected': Christy Clark http://t.co/EV5YPyV9lC" @John_Yap - 02:49pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media jthornthwaite last tweet "MLA @douglas_horne thanking @colemancountry for his work w/ housing for BC @LindaReimerMLA @bcliberals http://t.co/zR6bdVGcRI" @jthornthwaite - 02:03am Follow @jthornthwaite BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=16510,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2008 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 1, September 2008  Labour Day has different meaning for children living in poverty By Judy Darcy For kids across BC, Labour Day is better known as the final moment of summer and the beginning of another school year–more books, new teachers, old friends. But for many, Labour Day also means another year of struggle, watching their parents scramble and sacrifice to pay for things like school supplies, healthy lunches, and field trips. That's because more than one in five BC children lives in poverty, a higher percentage than anywhere else in Canada. It's a shocking statistic, especially in a province that boasts about a strong economy and a multibillion dollar surplus. These statistics reinforce the very important call for increased social assistance rates, accessible childcare, and more affordable housing. But that alone won't address the crisis of child poverty in BC. Why? Because more than half of these children live in families where at least one parent works full-time, for the whole year. In other words, more than half of these children have parents who do not earn a living wage. From Santa Barbara, California to London, England and in hundreds of cities in between, a growing number of local coalitions are recognizing that the fight to end poverty in our communities includes the fight for a living wage. The call for a living wage is the call for workers' rights to earn a family-supporting wage. For a wage that allows them to work just one and not two or three jobs to make ends meet. A wage that provides healthy food. And a wage that offers a hopeful future for their children. But living wages are not just about the health of families. They are also a practical way to improve the health of our schools, our neighbourhoods, and our local economies. Research shows that children who grow up in low-income families are more likely to face challenges in school and experience job insecurity and poor health as adults. In their submission to the government's Conversation on Health, BC's own medical health officers, the doctors responsible for public health in our province, emphasized that child poverty has significant impacts for healthcare costs and the future of communities throughout BC. But the numbers and experts don't tell the whole story. It's also important to look at the people behind the facts. Let's take Carmen, for example. She is a single parent who works for a multi-national contractor in a Lower Mainland hospital. Carmen begins her day at 7:00 a.m. as a housekeeper in the emergency ward, where she works until 3:00 p.m. and then changes uniforms and begins her second job preparing and delivering food to patients. She gets home late in the evening, often too tired to do anything more than make food for her son's lunch and put in a load of laundry before going to bed and starting over again the next day. Between shifts, Carmen does her best to provide the kind of guidance and support her young teenage son needs. She worries, though, that without more time together his grades will slip and he will become vulnerable to outside influences like violence and gangs. But Carmen has no choice. At the wage she earns, one job just isn't enough. And while she tries to save each month for his education, Carmen knows she won't be able to give her son the future she'd hoped for. Carmen's name is made up, but her story and experiences come from real people. Carmen's life represents the reality for many low-income workers in our communities–workers who deserve a living wage and whose families deserve a living wage. That's why the Hospital Employees' Union is part of a growing living wage coalition of labour, community, antipoverty, women's and faith groups, united behind the principle that work should lift you out of poverty, not keep you there. More information about the specific campaign to achieve living wages for privatized hospital housekeepers and food-service workers is available at www.bclivingwage.org. Judy Darcy is secretary-business manager of the Hospital Employees' Union. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7914,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 4, January/February 2005 Who funds the Fraser Institute? by Donald Gutstein Aspiring reporters are taught to "follow the money" when doing business or government stories. Who’s financing the project? Who will benefit from the rezoning or the tax break? Who will lose out? Last year, the Fraser Institute celebrated its 30th anniversary. A gala was held in Calgary for 1,200 well-fed libertarians, conservatives, and reactionaries. Only two numbers were mentioned in the news coverage: 30 and 1,200. Missing was the more important number: 100 million, the dollars, more or less, that have been funnelled through the institute over the years. Early on, Executive Director Michael Walker had to scramble to meet his payroll of $100,000. Last year, he brought in $6.6 million, the largest amount in its history, vaulting it past some of its sister propaganda outfits in the U.S. When averaged, the grand total is about $100 million. Forgetting what their journalism profs told them, reporters never asked who’s pouring that much money into the think tank, and why? True, it isn’t easy to answer this question unless Walker divulges the information, and for once, he’s not talking. Canadian law for tax-exempt societies does not require contributors to be made public. The institute’s annual report provides a breakdown by category of donor: 52% from foundations, 38% from organizations, and the remainder from individuals. Tax-exempt foundations must list recipients of their grants, so it is possible to identify most of the foundation money. Four large Canadian foundations provide the lion’s share of nearly $3.5 million from that source. Until recently, the leader was the Donner Canadian Foundation, a key organization in the project to change the ideological fabric of Canadian society. It is known as paymaster to the right, and it’s safe to say that the reactionary right would have made little headway in Canada in the past decade without Donner’s backing. Stephen Harper would be a nobody, for instance. Donner, with assets of $200 million, gives out two million a year to right-wing causes. In the mid-1990s, it established three new libertarian think tanks: the Atlantic Institute for Market Studies, in Halifax, the Frontier Centre for Public Policy, in Winnipeg, and the Montreal Economic Institute. In 2002, the latest year for which figures are available, Donner contributed nearly half a million dollars to the Fraser Institute, including $200,000 for Donner Awards in the Delivery of Social Services. This is a program to undermine government by ostensibly demonstrating that the voluntary sector does better than the public sector in delivering social services. (So who needs government?) In their fawning coverage of the institute’s anniversary party, reporters never asked who has poured $100 million into the right-wing think-tank, and why. Donner also gave $100,000 to start CanStats, a Fraser Institute division that purports to monitor how the media report science and statistics. Most of the work is done by ideologues who are neither scientists nor statisticians. Noam Chomsky and Ed Herman call this activity "flak." By criticizing and harassing mainstream media, flak organizations can pull media reporting to the right. By the late 1990s, right-wing Canadian foundations were exhibiting the same co-ordinated funding behaviour that made the American foundations so formidable. This dangerous development occurred after Michael Walker joined the board of Calgary-based Max Bell Foundation in 1996. (He left in 2003.) Along with Donner, Bell began providing large sums for school-choice projects, which are designed to destabilize public education, including $500,000 to the Fraser Institute and similar amounts for charter schools in Alberta. Max Bell also provides money for an intern to marshal the evidence in favour of for-profit healthcare. Walker reined in two more foundations to support the school-choice work, the Lotte and John Hecht Memorial Foundation, whose money came from selling arms, and the W. Garfield Weston Foundation, whose money comes from a less colourful source: selling biscuits. Galen Weston, Canada’s second wealthiest person, and his family are becoming the most important funding source. They have committed more than $10 million on the institute’s school vouchers program. Corporate contributions are buried in the institute’s accounts. It’s been 20 years since Walker released a list of corporate members. But a look at the board of trustees reveals some interesting patterns. There’s a representative from Pfizer, the world’s largest multinational drug company. Just coincidentally, since Walker claims no trustee can tell the staff what to do, the Fraser has a pharmaceutical-policy division, which attacks internet pharmacies that provide cheaper drugs for Americans, disparages critics of drug-company policies regarding distribution of HIV/AIDs drugs in Africa, attacks generic drugs, and opposes the ban on direct-to-consumer advertising of prescription drugs, all of benefit to Pfizer. There’s big and small oil and gas money from Calgary (Gwyn Morgan of EnCana, R. J. Pirie of Sabre Energy). Just coincidentally the Fraser has supported climate-change skeptics for nearly a decade. There are investors from Vancouver (Peter Brown, of Cannacord Capital) and Toronto (James McGovern, of Arrow Hedge Partners, who manages $300 million in hedge funds for high-net-worth individuals). Just coincidentally, cutting corporate and income taxes has been a Fraser mainstay. If the media don’t tell the story, Canadians won’t know about the Fraser’s reactionary agenda. It’s not obvious why the CBC’s coverage of the gala was so uncritical and boosterish. Perhaps the public broadcaster is cowed by decades of anti-CBC flak generated by the institute. CanWest Global’s slavish coverage is more understandable. David Asper is no longer a trustee. He resigned when he became publisher of The National Post. But The Calgary Herald was a sponsor of the event, and former Fraser Institute intern Danielle Smith, a Herald editorial writer and now host of Asper’s Global Sunday, emceed the evening. The Ottawa Citizen editorialized that the Fraser Institute is a dissenting hero standing up to the socialist establishment. Another interpretation is that the Fraser is a small cog in a global wheel of reaction designed to roll back the democratic gains of the 20th century. Hundreds of millions of corporate and foundation dollars make the wheel go round. Donald Gutstein is a senior lecturer in the School of Communication at Simon Fraser University. He was co-director of Project Censored Canada and NewsWatch Canada and is currently working on a book about corporate propaganda. Source: www.straightgoods.com Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=32097,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > March 2014 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 26, Number 5, March 2014   Special resolutions to the 2014 AGM  Constitution and By-laws Recommendation 2 “That By-law 5 be amended by adding 5.1.e ‘Notwithstanding 5.1.d, an Executive Committee member who has held the position of president for three (3) consecutive years shall not be eligible for re-election.’” Recommendation 3 That the Executive Committee recommend as a special resolution to the Annual General Meeting that By-law 5.18 be deleted and replaced with the following: 5.18 Borrowing Powers: The Executive Committee shall have power to borrow from any person or persons any sum or sums of money and for that purpose shall be entitled to charge the assets of the Federation by way of mortgage, lien, debenture or otherwise, provided, however, that such power as aforesaid shall not be exercised except if it be assented to by at least two-thirds of the Executive Committee. Resolution 101—Burnaby Teachers’ Association 8.2 The voting body of an Annual General Meeting or Special General Meeting shall consist of the Local Representatives, the members of the Executive Committee, and delegates from each local elected in accordance with By-law 2. Except as set out below, each local shall have the right to representation at the meeting in the proportion of one voting delegate for each 0.2%, or fraction thereof, of the total voting membership of the Federation as of December 31 November 15 who are voting members of the local. When a local includes one or more sublocals, each sublocal shall have the right to representation at the meeting in the proportion of one voting delegate for each 0.2% or fraction thereof, of the total voting members of the Federation who are voting members of the sublocal, without prejudice to the rights of representation of the members of the local who are not members of the sublocal. Each local’s delegate count for the Annual General Meeting will be made available no later than the last school day of December. Resolution 102—Campbell River District Teachers' Association That By-law 6.1 be changed by adding these words after Local Representatives at the end of the first paragraph “and local presidents.” Resolution 103—Campbell River District Teachers’ Association That By-law 6.2 be changed by adding these sentences at the end, “For the Representative Assembly the voting cards for each local will be double that of the AGM minus one (1). For the Represen­tative Assembly each local president will receive one (1) voting card.” Resolution 104—Comox District Teachers’ Association That the BCTF amend By-law 1.9 as follows: 1.9 a where no membership fees are paid to the Federation by an active member for a period of six school months one school year, active membership in the Federation shall be deemed for all purposes to have terminated. Resolution 105—Comox District Teachers’ Association That By-law 8.2 be amended as follows: The voting body of an Annual General Meeting or Special General Meeting shall consist of the Local Representatives, the members of the Executive Committee, and the delegates from each local elected in accordance with By-law 2. Except as set out below, each local shall have the right to representa­tion at the meeting in the proportion of one voting delegate for each 0.2% 0.25%, or fraction thereof, of the total voting membership of the Federation as of December 31 who are voting members of the local. When a local includes one or more sublocals, each sublocal shall have the right to representation at the meeting in proportion of one voting delegate for each 0.2% 0.25%, or fraction thereof, of the total voting members of the Federation who are voting members of the sublocal, without prejudice to the rights of representation of the local who are not members of the sublocal.   Professional Ethics, Rights, and Standards Resolution 162—Delta Teachers’ Association That Article 5 of the BCTF Code of Ethics be amended by striking “and related work” and replacing it with “and other professional duties.” Health, Welfare, and Safety of teachers (SIP regulations) Recommendation 15 That Regulation 19.1(a) be deleted. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Touring a natural gas drilling rig with @MLA Mike Bernier, and Brian from EnCana http://t.co/AifdJ4H07b" @Teresa_Wat - 06:01pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=26868,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > April 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 6, April 2012   President’s message  By Susan Lambert   Rick Moore is an amazing dad, the kind of advocate every child needs. He, like we do, wanted his dyslexic son to access the individualized program he needed in the public system. But the district cancelled the program and he was eventually forced to enrol his son at the Kenneth Gordon private school. Moore took the district and the ministry to court and won but lost on appeal. He is now fighting in the Supreme Court of Canada and we have intervenors status to support his claim. The case is instructive. Rick Moore is still struggling, not for his son who has long since graduated, but for all children to get the programs they need at their neighbourhood public school. Our government has fought him every inch of the way. They have fought this case because it would set up obligations of government to provide both universality and equity of access to programs that allow every child to learn. This government doesn’t believe it can afford universality. So it has systematically and chronically underfunded the system, forced boards to cut programs and encouraged those who are able to purchase private alternatives. Child poverty is not a priority; nor is the growing gap between the rich and the poor. That’s why our relationship with government is so problematic. Public school teachers in British Columbia are struggling hard to maintain the high quality of the system because of our belief in hope. We work so hard because we see a universal high quality public education system as the way we can insert in history, the power to make our world better, more equitable, more sustainable, and more just. This government has done nothing to maintain the quality of the system or its universality. Chronic underfunding, open boundaries, the bring-your-own-device policy, and credits for purchased educational opportunities all benefit those with means, at the expense of those without. The Learning Improvement Fund (LIF) sets up an unconscionable competition that exacerbates the gap between the rich and able and the poor and incapacitated. This is the reason we are in such conflict. Our objectives of a strong profession, class-size and composition criteria that enable us to teach to individual need, support services for those who need them and adequate resources, contradict this government’s vision for public education. The situation challenges our courage, our intellect, and the ethical basis of our professional responsibilities. To address this complex and difficult situation we are employing multiple strategies. Our legal strategies range from challenges to the “mediation” and other aspects of Bill 22, to our continuing effort to achieve justice on the Bills 27/28 case. We also need to mount a political action campaign with both short- and long-term objectives. Using our education platform—Better Schools for BC—we’ll work hard to encourage everyone in British Columbia to value and demand proper funding for public education. We also have to employ a strategic action campaign. Action strategies are critical because they raise our voices and they build the credibility, authenticity, and integrity of our advocacy. Our walk must mirror our talk. We can’t rely on legal strategies or political campaigns alone. Our actions have to be congruent with our beliefs. That’s our ethical obligation as teachers. I recently took my grandson to see The Lorax, and I was reminded of this great Dr. Seuss line: “…unless someone like you cares a whole awful lot, nothing is going to get better. It’s not.” We do care a lot and because we care we act on our beliefs.  Susan Lambert, BCTF president   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/IssuesInEducation.aspx?id=5680,BCTF > Aboriginal Education Links  	BCTF > Issues in Education  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Aboriginal Education Aboriginal Education Links Aboriginal Canada Portal features online resources, contacts, information, and Canadian government programs and services. The Aboriginal Education Association (formerly known as First Nations Education Association FNEA) is a provincial specialist association of the BCTF. Aboriginal Multi-Media Society publishes Aboriginal news and information. Their web site features a searchable online archives covering Aboriginal issues. Assembly of First Nations site includes activities, meetings, contacts and background information on a variety of First Nations issues and topics. Blueprint for the Future is a series of career fairs especially designed for Aboriginal youth from grades 10 to 12, and is a project of the National Aboriginal Achievement Foundation. British Columbia Ministry of Aboriginal Relations and Reconciliation provides information on treaty negotiations, policy, and publications. British Columbia Ministry of Education, Aboriginal Education Enhancements Branch develops policies and programs for aboriginal students in K-12. BC Treaty Commission includes information about the commission and the treaty process. First Nations House of Learning includes information about education and career opportunities. First Nations Schools Association is a non-partisan organization committed to promoting First Nations control of education. The Web site includes online forums and job postings. Indian and Northern Affairs Canada has an extensive site that covers legislation, treaties, and statistics. Indigenous Governance Program is offered at the University of Victoria. Indigenous People's Literature is "a non-profit educational resource and collaboration dedicated to the indigenous peoples of the world and to the enrichment it can bring to all people."   Many Voices, Common Cause: A report on the Aboriginal Leadership Forum on Early Childhood Development  sets out major concerns including underfunding, reporting procedures, lack of trained Aboriginal practitioners and program gaps. Reconciliation Canada Truth & Reconciliation Commission of Canada  Xwi7xwa Library, at the University of British Columbia, provides a comprehensive collection of research tools and Web links, including B.C. First Nations sites. Your Education Matters: Mar 2009 episode. Produced by SFU Education, this TV program features roundtable discussions on current issues in education.   About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=17120&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2008 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 3, November 2008  The provincial “Neighbourhoods of Learning” fiasco By Noel Herron Out of touch premier launches a too-little-too-late project to rejuvenate rural schools and bypasses Vancouver’s community schools: “This government has a vision for education in BC—one where schools and community organizations can create Neighbourhoods of Learning where people can access educational and community services under one roof. Schools throughout the province will be able to adapt this model in the future to best meet the needs of their students and communities.” – Premier Gordon Campbell, Vancouver, Sept. 3, 2008 If parents outside the Lower Mainland want confirmation of the widespread feeling that Vancouver gets excessive attention from the BC government, all they have to do is look at the September launch of the new Neighbourhoods of Learning project in the premier’s riding in September and examine the events that followed this initial launch. First a look at city schools and then rural schools as this ‘new’ project continues to evolve. Narrative worth documenting Slipping in the polls, and worried about the ongoing six months of uproar around school closures (Queen Elizabeth School Annex ) and seismic upgrading issues in his own Point Grey riding, Premier Campbell, flanked by Education Minister Shirley Bond, announced a so called “new” Neighbourhoods of Learning pilot, ostensibly to rejuvenate schools, especially, those hurt by declining enrolment from downsizing or closure. The only problem with the premier’s vision was there was nothing new about his plan—in fact it was an exact replica of a very well-established program—the Lower Mainland Community Schools project that the BC Liberals axed in 2002 but now had opportunistically resurrected under a new title. Boasting that this new program could “be used for community services, such as early learning or childcare programs, office or meeting rooms for non-profit organizations, health clinics, sports programs, family resource or seniors’ centres, industry training, or branch libraries,” Shirley Bond and the premier spun this project as a visionary provincial initiative. The fact that the first three schools selected by the premier’s office (Queen Mary, General Gordon, and Strathcona) were located in Vancouver, with the first two in the premier’s riding, was not lost on the premier’s rural critics. And the fact that this pilot was really a cover to quell the rising uproar in the Point Grey riding schools, was not lost on local activists who promptly denounced this pilot as an abuse of process and authority. The school-closures-juggernaut that rolled across BC for seven years had not reached Vancouver, and everything appeared just hunky dory from Premier Campbell’s perspective. However, when the closure tide washed up in the premier’s Point Grey riding that was another matter entirely. Unveiled as a provincial initiative to combat declining enrolment, the Neighbourhoods of Learning project suddenly became a Vancouver-centric, seismic-upgrading plan, with established and restrictive provincial rules thrown overboard. The controversy did not end there The key question that must be asked: where were rural schools in the so-called heartland and, in the far North, in all of this? The vast majority of shuttered rural schools across the province were literally left out in the cold as city schools moved ahead. Let it be very clear, city schools, some that waited over eight years or more (i.e., Sexsmith) richly deserved their long overdue seismic-upgrading status, indeed, they lobbied long and hard and deserve great credit; however, the backroom deals, the blatant favouritism, the rushed agenda, the inflated rhetoric, the project name change, and the foot-dragging on student safety and security, had ,not to put to fine a point on it, an unsavoury political aura about them. Oh yes, lest we forget, two rural schools, as yet unnamed by the Ministry of Education, were to be added later. Three months on and this has not occurred. (See sidebar for attempts to wrest information from a reluctant ministry of education on this topic.) It is now clear that this entire Vancouver launch was a classic case of spin over substance. After all, the new Neighbourhoods of Learning moniker was just a fancy title for the well-established Community Schools title. But apart from city schools, the key question still remains: where was the concern for the huge number of small rural schools already closed? Apart from being too little (the initial $30 million allocated for the entire province was clearly inadequate), and too late (177 schools were already closed), this new plan accorded marginal status from the start to rural schools. Over the past seven years, the BC Liberals have not lifted a finger to address the hardships that rural kids, their families, and their communities endured as school after school shut its doors in the declining enrolment crunch. No attempt was made to impose a straight-up moratorium on school closures, as other provinces had done. Instead, we were treated to a late June, backdoor, advisory to school boards from a deputy minister urging them to slow down. No attempt was made to provide transitional funding, as other provinces had done, to ease the shock of local closures that forced thousands of rural kids, as one observer noted, to travel in winter up to three hours daily over icy roads to the nearest school. No attempt was made to call together key provincial stakeholder groups to address, or partially reverse, if possible, the province-wide closure tide and consider both the short-range and long-range educational, social, geographic, and economic consequences of the shutting down of the largest number of rural schools anywhere in Canada. A school closure, especially in rural areas, is not unlike a stone being cast into a pool, as the ripples spread across the surface, the multiple effects of closure bounce harder off the banks of smaller communities. It is difficult to understand why the provincial Liberals allowed this problem to continue to grow and fester unattended for so long. It is even more difficult to understand how far out of touch this government has become with the everyday lives of small town BC, increasingly devastated by an economic downturn. A quick glance at journalistic accounts of school closures, across the province, tells a tale of outright indifference. When asked about the impact of school closures at his Vancouver press conference, the premier’s jaw-dropping and dismissive comment was, “…these are things (school closures) that happened that we can’t undo. The past…is prologue.“ In summary, the quick political fix of the skewed and rushed Neighbourhoods of Learning project, while it may temporarily allay concerns in city schools, will do little to effectively address or mitigate the devastating impact of multiple school closures across this province. It certainly will reinforce the accelerating image of a foot-dragging and ill-prepared Ministry of Education and of an out-of-touch and dismissive premier plying a politically opportunistic provincial project. Questions unanswered After two phone calls and two e-mails, sadly, I have been unable to obtain answers to the following questions submitted to Tom Smith, Director of Capital Planning, of the Ministry of Education to whom I  was directed. I was requested to submit my questions in writing to Smith’s office. Here are the questions: How long will the Neighbourhoods of Learning pilot run—one? two? or three years? Who will evaluate it—the school boards involved? the ministry? jointly? or will there be an independent external evaluation?  How much funding will be allocated to each school? Will each school have a neighbourhood co-ordinator and a part-time or full-time secretary as in the previous Community Schools model? Will the community programs run year-round or on a more limited basis? When will the next two rural schools promised in this pilot be appointed? What criteria did the ministry use to select pilot schools? What is the projected overall cost of this plan? and will it be included in the 2009 provincial budget Noel Herron is a former Vancouver principal and school trustee.)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=20636,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > March 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 5, March 2010  Teacher inquiry By Charlie Naylor and Nancy Hinds In April 2008, the BCTF Executive endorsed an approach to supporting teacher inquiry that co-ordinated existing inquiry approaches in the Program for Quality Teaching (PQT) and in the Research and Technology (R & T) Division. This approach was built on analyses of current professional development literature as well as the BCTF’s experience in supporting a range of inquiry projects over time. With a $315,000 Ministry of Education grant received in April 2008, the BCTF initiated projects in seven school districts (Coquitlam, Vernon, Central Okanagan, Surrey, Creston, Richmond, Nanaimo) each a three-way partnership involving the BCTF, the local teacher association, and the school district. Three provincial specialist associations (SEA, LATA, and THESA) of the BCTF were also funded to conduct inquiry. Some existing BCTF inquiry projects in Kamloops, Kootenay-Columbia, Cranbrook, and Sooke were continued from previous projects. To support inquiry, the existing cadre of PQT facilitators was expanded. Teacher facilitators supported the seven new projects in school districts, the three PSA projects, and four ongoing projects, a total of 14 teacher-inquiry groups in all. At each site a more experienced facilitator was paired with a less experienced facilitator to encourage mentoring and skill development. Three two-day training and sharing workshops were provided to this group of facilitators in the 2008–09 school year. Two BCTF staff co-ordinated the project and offered mentoring and support to the teacher facilitators. Approximately 210 teachers participated in the 14 projects. Each group of teachers reported their progress and learning at a celebration held at the project’s conclusion. Some made presentations for superintendents/senior district staff, trustees, local teacher association presidents, or executives, administrators, and teachers. One facilitator produced a film documenting the group’s approach to inquiry. Some resources were purchased and provided to facilitators, while more have been developed by both BCTF staff and the facilitators. A range of technology was used to support communication, data analysis, and reporting. Lessons learned are both logistical and conceptual. Much has been learned in terms of the logistics needed to support multiple inquiry projects at the central level (BCTF), and within local teacher associations. Partnerships with school districts have been positive and productive. While the BCTF’s co-ordinated inquiry work is still a work-in-progress, there exists an improved understanding of the importance of facilitation, and how to build facilitation capacity. A better understanding of inquiry approaches has also developed, with a variety of methodological approaches encouraged, including action research, focused professional conversations and book-study. Reactions from participants, facilitators, school district staff, and teacher association presidents have been uniformly positive. In their view, teachers have been engaged in productive professional development, and the collaboration between union and districts has been welcomed. The BCTF’s inquiry work during the 2008–09 school year has stimulated discussion about inquiry approaches in districts where projects were not funded, when the BCTF responded to requests for presentations on inquiry from a number of districts and teacher associations across the province. In the 2009–10 year, six new district-based projects have been funded, with some existing projects re-funded for a second year. Three new PSA projects will also receive funding in January. Facilitator training/sharing will continue. There will be an increased focus on documentation and reporting in order to share the lessons learned. At least one major conference presentation is planned and links to Ontario and Alberta teacher-union inquiry projects will be developed. The grant from the Ministry of Education has been combined with BCTF resources to build a level of co-ordinated approach to inquiry that has not been previously possible. It has provided the resources with which to build a foundation for inquiry. The second year will allow for some consolidation, yet there is a question of how sustainable this approach to teacher inquiry might be. There is a clear and somewhat stark choice—to build on the foundation currently developing or to revert to piecemeal and smaller-scale support for teacher inquiry as professional development. Charlie Naylor, BCTF Research and Technology Division and Nancy Hinds, Professional and Social Issues Division. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=21787,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 23, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 2010   Health and safety topics and what to do about them  By Karen Langenmaier   Health and safety representatives from all over the province provided a wealth of information about what is going well and what still needs work at the recent zone meetings. It is so encouraging to see reps who have been coming for a number of years and the degree of knowledge they have to help members in their locals through health and safety issues. Regardless of which health and safety issue arises, we need to keep in mind that we are workers with the same processes available to us to keep us as healthy and safe as any other worker. Using the joint health and safety committee process helps us to recognize the importance and power of these committees at our worksites in addressing and preventing injuries and occupational diseases. It is all about prevention. Workers have the responsibility to report not only accidents and incidents but also any work practice, method, or condition that could cause an injury or occupational disease of any other worker. Reporting potentially hazardous situations, followed by an investigation and recommendations to remediate the situation, will prevent accidents. It is all about prevention. The WCB claims process can be long and emotionally draining and carries a varied success rate. It is much better to prevent an injury than to go through the claims process. Follow these steps when you see an unsafe condition: Report to the administrator. Report to the health and safety representative on the joint health and safety committee. Put it in writing. The employer is obligated to: investigate the situation and correct any unsafe situation “without undue delay.” report the investigation to the joint committee or worker representative. inform all workers affected by the unsafe condition. Follow these steps if you are injured (remember—not all injuries are physical) or are exposed to an agent that could cause an occupational disease: Report to the first-aid attendant. Report to the administrator verbally and on a 6A form. Send a copy to your local union office. Report to your health and safety representative. Report to WCB using Teleclaim at 1-888-WORKERS. See your doctor. What should happen next: The administrator, along with members of the site-based committee, conduct an investigation of the incident. The committee makes recommendations and action plans to prevent further incidents. Emergent issues should be corrected “without undue delay.” Follow-up plan for corrective actions is put in place. Investigation report is written. Investigation results should be publicized. The employer has 21 days in which to respond to the committee’s recommendations. (A good reference can be found on the WorkSafeBC website under the “Publications” tab, called Investigations of Accidents and Diseases?Reference Guide and Workbook.) Remember the basic tenets: Health and safety is for all workers. Report, report, report, report. It is all about prevention. Look after yourselves and others.   Karen Langenmaier is health and safety officer, BCTF Income Security Division.   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12664,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 1999 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 12, Number 1, September 1999 Privatization through trade—Again! by Ellen Gould Can a locally controlled, public education system survive a new set of trade and investment negotiations? While many people are only just becoming aware of an agreement called the MAI and how grassroots organizations successfully wrestled it to the ground, news is leaking out in obscure trade journals about a whole new set of international negotiations toward similar agreements. Particularly ominous for education are World Trade Organization negotiations set to vastly expand the General Agreement on Trade in Services (GATS). If you unleash the full force of the GATS on education, you effectively impose the rule of the Geneva-based World Trade Organization over domestic education policies. This is the rule of compulsory, ongoing privatization because agreements to guarantee the free flow of trade in education mean privatization. Maple Ridge School District is not down in Wichita, Kansas, bidding to take over their elementary schools. But companies like the Edison Project are, and they will be in Canada also if they can use the WTO to force governments to deal with them. It would not matter how local debates over public versus private schools were resolved. A two-tiered system favouring commercial interests would be imposed and could not be changed by future governments. Once a country agrees to have a sector such as education covered by the terms of the General Agreement on Trade in Services, all levels of government and even non-governmental agencies have to fall in line. The WTO has the power to punish any violation of its agreements with penalties amounting to hundreds of millions of dollars every year. Or WTO-sanctioned tariffs can be imposed that make a country’s exports impossible to sell. The GATS is an existing agreement, so we can read what it says. It gives foreign corporations the guaranteed right to set up an operation and apply on an equal footing with local organizations for government funding. It gives them the right to deliver services across borders without being required to invest a dime in your country. Governments cannot treat service suppliers differently on the basis of what kind of legal entity they are, private or public, for-profit or not-for-profit. Up until now, the General Agreement on Trade in Services has not made much of a difference because governments generally have not allowed it to apply to their public services. This is about to change. In June, the U.S. Trade Negotiator gave a speech declaring the U.S. wanted all services, particularly health and education, to be up for negotiation. The European Union’s negotiator has described health and education as “ripe for liberalization” (read privatization). In preparation for the GATS negotiations, the WTO contracted a private firm, the Global Alliance for Transnational Education, to document evidence of policies around the world that restrict trade in educational services. In contrast to the MAI debate, when Canadian officials were quick to promise health and education would be protected, no similar assurances are coming out of the federal government regarding the upcoming WTO negotiations. Trade journals report Canada has already agreed to put all services “on the table.” The Department of Foreign Affairs sent out a survey on the GATS this summer to organizations like libraries asking them about potential export opportunities. The WTO can even reach into a country and interfere with how professionals are accredited. The WTO’s “Council for Trade in Services,” is empowered to set up review bodies to assess whether “qualification requirements and procedures, technical standards, and licensing requirements do not constitute unnecessary barriers to trade in services.” Any measures of this kind cannot be, in the opinion of WTO officials, “more burdensome than necessary to ensure the quality of the serviceŠ” The WTO may not get around this year to telling British Columbians how they should run their school system or accredit their teachers. American health corporations are pushing for an agreement to allow them to have majority foreign ownership of health facilities in countries like Canada, so that may be the priority of negotiators. But the GATS has clauses requiring that WTO members, “shall enter into successive rounds of negotiations,” and “progressive liberalization shall be advanced in each such round.” At the end of November, leaders of the 134 members of the WTO are planning to meet in Seattle to launch the “millennium round” of negotiations. A coalition of groups is organizing around one simple demand—no new negotiations. Assess the damage that has already been done to the environment and the public interest through existing trade and investment agreements. British Columbians in particular should support this grassroots campaign, since a majority surveyed by Environics in January 1999 said they thought NAFTA had hurt rather than helped. If it feels like another year, another trade agreement to worry about, that is because governments have structured this to happen, with Canada often taking the lead. A phalanx of trade bureaucrats are sent to regularly scheduled negotiations with the predetermined goal—non-stop liberalization. We should tell them they can’t keep meeting this way. Ellen Gould is a contract researcher on trade and investment issues. Teacher resource: B.C. Ministry of Employment and Investment Trade Consultantions www.ei.gov.bc.ca/FTAA-WTO/default.htm  Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=17370,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 4, January/February 2009  An open letter to Shirley Bond The Greater Victoria Teachers’ Association sent the following letter to Education Minister Shirley Bond in October 2008. We are writing in response to your allegation, printed in the Times Colonist (October 15, 2008) that the Greater Victoria Teachers’ Association (GVTA) is “misleading the public.” At no time has the GVTA said that the Victoria School Board is “violating legislation.” We do say that the Victoria School Board is violating the spirit and intent of the legislation, when it ignores the voices of hundreds of educators protesting that their classrooms are not appropriate for student learning and will not meet students’ needs. When the GVTA refers to the “School Act limits,” we are referring to the limits described in section 76.1 of the School Act. These limits pertain to both the size of classes and the number of students in a class with an IEP (what we call “composition”). We fully acknowledge that if these limits are exceeded, and the requisite consultation has occurred, no legal violation has taken place. However, if “consultation” merely means ignoring the advice of hundreds of professional educators, year after year, then this consultation is a sham. When this occurs, schools are not, in your words “organized in the best way possible to meet the needs of students.” As minister of education, you are responsible for conditions in our schools. You are accountable. Your government has consistently underfunded public education and the result is that students in our classrooms are suffering. Our superintendent and our school principals have put their signatures to reports claiming that teaching conditions are appropriate when hundreds of teachers have said they are not. You have accepted these reports and done nothing to address the adverse teaching and learning conditions. Every single day, Ms. Bond, thousands of children (in SD 61 alone!) walk into a classroom that is not suitable for student learning. In the best of cases, these students just don’t learn as much as they could. In the worst, these students fall far behind their peers because their needs are not met (and we point you here to the excellent report by the Representative for Children and Youth on education and children in care as just one example of students whose needs are not being met). We invite you to meet with our Working and Learning Conditions Committee, to see the hundreds of “consultation” forms teachers have filled out with classroom concerns. We invite you to meet with teachers who are in these classrooms every day and to find out the truth about learning conditions in our schools. We invite you to read our report and the pages of quotes from classroom teachers about the inadequate conditions in their classrooms. Finally, Ms. Bond, you are in a position to fix this problem and you have the responsibility to do so. Your government must properly fund our public schools so that all children in public schools receive the education to which they are entitled. If your government had maintained the funding levels from 1999–2000 of 3.7% of GDP, we would have $1 billion more to meet the needs of students today. Tara Ehrcke, chairperson, GVTA Working and Learning Conditions Committee and Thierry Ponchet, president, Greater Victoria Teachersí Association. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=18272,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 6, April 2009  Paths to professional autonomy Professional autonomy: Key to student success By Lise Tétrault  When I first began my teacher training in the mid-1970s, I do not recall exploring the concept of “professional autonomy.” Perhaps this is just a lapse in memory given my age! What I do recall is being taught that, as a teacher, I would be responsible for making decisions about how my students should learn the curriculum content required by the Ministry of Education. I also remember the many hours spent learning about how students learn and how I, as a professional teacher, could apply this knowledge to my teaching in order to ensure that all my students would become successful learners. It is only within the last six years that I have actually been working as a teacher in the public school system. Now I recognize that professional autonomy is all of the above and more. During the 1980s and 1990s, I was hired to do educational work for community organizations. I worked as a facilitator/trainer/ counselor in settings where I was responsible for a variety of educational programs within the community. In all of these settings my employers not only encouraged me to make decisions about the learning needs of the people I was serving, they expected me to make decisions that would facilitate the learning for all the people we were serving. My effectiveness as a professional educator was directly dependent upon being given the time and the resources to develop programs that enabled people to become successful learners. For 20 years, I worked outside the public education system and came to believe in myself as a professional teacher. For the past six years, I have worked as a middle-school teacher within the BC public education system. I find myself in a setting where I need to make decisions on a daily basis about the learning needs of my students, and plan how I am to meet those needs. My work as a teacher is far more demanding than the educational work I did during the 1980s and 1990s. Prior to becoming a middle-school teacher I assumed that schools would be places where teachers would be given the time and the resources needed to meet the learning needs of students. Imagine my surprise as I find myself in a situation where: my professionalism is being curtailed and prescribed by an administrative system that seeks to cut back my already limited preparation time to half of what most middle-school teachers in BC are receiving; the system would mandate the assessment tools I should use to measure student progress; and, further, would prescribe the nature of my discussions with colleagues as I assess and plan for the learning needs of my students. How can such a coercive and prescriptive system promote and support the professionalism needed to meet the diverse learning needs of students? Middle-school research has clearly demonstrated that professional autonomy is vital to the success of middle-school learners. The research further demonstrates that schools that provide insufficient planning time or seek to control teachers’ planning time, limit the learning success of their students. Teachers in these schools report that the consequences of not being treated as professionals include reductions in time available for communication with parents, for reflection upon the day’s lessons in order to plan the most appropriate next step, for consultation with colleagues to learn from one-another’s best practices, and collaboration with colleagues who teach the same students to ensure a consistent approach with students who may be struggling. Becoming a reflective practitioner and exercising my professional rights generates benefits. I have learned that when I stand firm in doing what I believe is right for my students, they become more successful learners. The teaching profession expands the body of knowledge that informs individual teachers. Parent/teacher partnerships are strengthened. The community benefits from having more engaged citizens. Encouraging and supporting teachers in exercising their professional autonomy benefits us all. Lise Tétrault teaches French immersion at Shoreline Community School, Victoria. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=17572&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 5, March 2009  Health and safety By Karen Langenmaier "They tested the air and said everything was fine." "Did you get a copy of the results?" "No." "What kind of testing did they do?" "I don't know." "When did they do the testing?" "I don't know." "Who did the testing?" "I don't know." I have had variations of this conversation in speaking with many locals throughout BC. Under the Workers Compensation Act, workers have the right to know and the right to participate. This means that when the site-based committee recommends that schools or classrooms have indoor air quality testing, the workers get to request specific tests, participate when the actual testing takes place, and receive a copy of the test results. These results then are reviewed by the site-based committee with further recommendations made if necessary. If you have any questions regarding your rights, please contact me. Yours in health and safety. Karen Langenmaier, BCTF Health & Safety officer, klangenmaier@bctf.ca.)
(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/insights_west/status/515304873458675712,Insights West on Twitter: "A visual look at the results we shared last week from our first multicultural release! http://t.co/Rf4oXjIu3E http://t.co/LoV6lyDTjW" টুইটার অনুসন্ধান অনুসন্ধান টুইটার খুঁজুন সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ ভাষা : বাংলা. हिन्दी Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন টুইটার-এ নতুন ? আজই যোগদান করুন » সাইন ইন করুন ফোন, ইমেল বা ব্যবহারকারীর নাম পাসওয়ার্ড সাইন ইন আমাকে মনে রাখুন পাসওয়ার্ড ভুলে গেছেন? ইতিমধ্যে আপনি কি টেক্সট বার্তার মাধ্যমে টুইটার ব্যবহার করছেন? অনুসরণ অনুসরণ করা কর্মসমূহ:অনুসরণ না করা অবরুদ্ধ অবরোধ মুক্ত মুলতুবি বাতিল Insights West ‏ @insights_west ২৬ সেপ্টেম্বর A visual look at the results we shared last week from our first multicultural release! http://ow.ly/i/70zXp  http://bit.ly/iwmp_01  প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট পুনঃটুইট ১ ৬:০০ অপরাহ্ণ - ২৫ সেপ্টেম্বর, ২০১৪ Insights West থেকে কোন আপডেট মিস্ করবেন না © 2014 টুইটার সম্বন্ধে সহায়তা বিজ্ঞপ্তি তথ্য বন্ধ মিডিয়াটিকে চিহ্নিত করুন এটি ইতিমধ্যে সংবেদনশীল কন্টেন্ট ধারণকারী হিসাবে চিহ্নিত হয়েছে। পতাকা তুলুন এটি সম্ভাব্যরূপে অবৈধ বিষয়বস্তুর ধারণকারী হিসেবে। সমর্পণ করা বাতিল মিডিয়াকে চিহ্নিত করা সম্পর্কে আরো জানুন খারিজ বন্ধ পূর্ববর্তী পরবর্তী বন্ধ একজন ব্যক্তির প্রোফাইলে যান সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ বন্ধ আপনার অনুসরণকারীদের এই পুনঃটুইটটি পাঠাবেন? বাতিল পুনঃটুইট বন্ধ আপনি কি নিশ্চিত যে এই টুইট মুছে দিতে চান? বাতিল মুছে ফেলুন বন্ধ রোধ করন বাতিল রোধ করন আপনার টুইটসমুহে একটি অবস্থান যুক্ত করুন যখন একটি অবস্থানের সঙ্গে আপনার টুইট করেন, টুইটার সেই অবস্থান সংরক্ষণ করে। প্রত্যেক টুইটের আগে আপনি আপনার অবস্থান চালু / বন্ধ করতে পারেন, এবং যে কোনও সময় আপনি আপনার অবস্থানের ইতিহাস মুছে ফেলতে পারেন। আরো জানুন অবস্থান চালু করুন এখন নয় স্থান বন্ধ করুন বন্ধ প্রোফাইল সারসংক্ষেপ বন্ধ আপনার তালিকাসমূহ বন্ধ একটি নতুন তালিকা তৈরি করুন নাম তালিকা বিবরণ 100 অক্ষরের কম, ঐচ্ছিক তালিকাসমূহ:গোপনীয়তা সাধারণ · যে কেউ এই তালিকা অনুসরণ করতে পারেন ব্যক্তিগত · শুধুমাত্র আপনিই এই তালিকায় প্রবেশ করতে পারবেন তালিকা সংরক্ষণ করুন বন্ধ বন্ধ এই টুইট স্থাপিত কর আপনার নীচের ওয়েবসাইটে কোডটি অনুলিপি দ্বারা এই টুইট যোগ করুন * আরও জানুন হুম, সার্ভারে পৌঁছনোর একটি সমস্যা ছিল। পরে আবার চেষ্টা করবেন? প্রকৃত টুইট অন্তর্ভুক্ত করুন অন্তর্ভুক্ত মিডিয়া প্রাকদর্শন বন্ধ টুইটারে নিবন্ধন করুন টুইটারে নেই? নিবন্ধন করুন, আপনির পছন্দের বিষয়গুলির সাথে যুক্ত হন, এবং তাদের বিষয়ে হালনাগাদ পান। একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন » বন্ধ দুটি উপায় (প্রেরণ এবং গ্রহণ) শর্ট কোড: দেশ কোড গ্রাহকদের জন্য মার্কিন যুক্তরাষ্ট্র 40404 (যে কোন) কানাডা 21212 (যে কোন) যুক্তরাজ্য 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM হাইতি 40404 Digicel, Voila আয়ারল্যান্ড 51210 Vodafone, O2 ভারত 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance ইন্দোনেশিয়া 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » অন্য দেশসমুহের এসএসএস সংক্ষিপ্ত কোড দেখুন বন্ধ নিশ্চিতকরণ)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/parents.aspx?id=4796,BCTF > Homework tips  	For parents  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents Advocating for Public Education  Home & School Communication  Hot Topics  Learning Conditions  Presentations for Parents  Reading  Safety at School  Special Education  Supporting Your Child's Learning  For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > For Parents > Supporting Your Child's Learning Homework Tips Children learn as much out of school as they do in school. They learn things at home and in their community. Children learn a great deal from their parents, and parents are important partners in the learning experience. Parental interest, common sense, and a few basic skills can help make school a successful learning experience for children. Parental interest sends a strong message to children - that education is important, and that learning can be fun and worth the effort. Homework is assigned by teachers for many reasons. It can give students extra practice time, enable them to apply the information they’ve learned in class, and help them expand their knowledge. Homework assignments can also help students learn to work independently and can instigate their use of other important resources, such as the public library. A checklist for helping your child with homework: Try to set aside a special, quiet place with good lighting for homework. Keep basic supplies like paper, pencils, pens, markers, rulers, etc. in a box in the homework area. Try to have a regular time each day to do homework. Help your child use organizational tools, like school planners, calendars, and folders. When children are assigned larger projects that require a few days or weeks to complete, help them to schedule their time and break the assignment into manageable pieces. Questions to ask your child: What is today's homework/assignment? Is the task clear? Do you understand what you have to do? (If not, suggest calling a classmate). When is the work due? If it is a major project, would it help to make a time line in your planner? Other ways to help: Be positive, supportive, and encouraging. Remember to look for areas of improvement. Remember that it is your child's homework, not yours. Let your child know that you have confidence in him/her. Remind him/her of past successes, perhaps in sports, music or other difficult homework assignments. Show interest and praise him/her when he/she has done something well. Try to make criticisms or suggestions in a helpful way. Get to know the teacher early in the year, and find out about homework policies and expectations. Call the teacher if there are homework problems or issues you can't resolve. Do it earlier, rather that later before it becomes a major issue. About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/AdvocacyAndAction.aspx?id=5342,BCTF > Lobbying in troubled times  	BCTF Action and Advocacy  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Advocacy and Action > Lobbying   Lobbying in troubled times “Lobbying means persuading someone with more decision making power than you, in a particular situation, to take a course of action that you support. It’s that simple. No more. No less.” Judith Meridith, Community Toolbox Lobbying is a legitimate aspect of the political process; it’s a method of conveying information, a way of influencing the decisions, and a means of holding decision-makers accountable. When the lobbyists and the decision-makers hold similar views and are motivated by similar interests, the nature of the lobby will be quite different than when the parties to the lobby are further apart in views and motivation. However, the act of lobbying is equally important in both circumstances. There may be a tendency on the part of interest groups to avoid lobbying in troubled times, on the assumption that there’s nothing to be gained from meeting with those in power. However, there is always something to be gained from lobbying, including: a better understanding of the politician’s agenda, tactics and timelines. insights into the politician’s standing with others in his/her caucus. the opportunity to remind the politician of his/her responsibility to all constituents. verbal and non verbal clues about the politician’s investment in the issues. the ability to explain to allies and potential allies that you have met or tried to meet with the politician. the ability to publicly report on the meeting or the attempt to have a meeting. an impact on the politician’s ability to negatively characterize the interest group and individuals within the group. the ability to convey breadth and depth of support for your issues, through the composition of the delegation, signatories to written material, etc. the ability to provide information that the politician would not receive from his/her supporters or caucus. a shift in the politician’s mindset about the issues or the interest group. and, of course, the ability to influence the decisions. lobbyists who plan their efforts in order make gains of this nature will find the lobbying to be worthwhile, even in troubled times.     About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13094&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 1998 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 11, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 1998 4th Tri-National Conference examines impact of neo-liberal agenda on public education by Nancy Knickerbocker Despite the many differences among schools of North, Central, and South America, teachers throughout the hemisphere all face similar threats to public education from the neo-liberal corporate agenda. That was the overwhelming message of a recent conference held at the University of Queretaro, in the central highlands of Mexico. About 200 delegates from Canada, United States, Mexico, Caribbean, Honduras, Peru, and Argentina came together November 7 and 8, 1998. It was the fourth conference sponsored by the Tri-National Coalition in Defense of Public Education, formed as a result of the North American Free Trade Agreement. Larry Kuehn, BCTF’s director of research and co-ordinator of international programs, warned of the proposed expansion of NAFTA into all the countries of the hemisphere by 2005. The Summit of the Americas process deals specifically with education as a commodity to be marketed in the global economy, but it also contains some apparently progressive rhetoric, he noted. Rather than wait and react to governments, Kuehn called upon teacher unions to seize the initiative and develop a common strategy to resist the negative consequences of globalization. Education “reforms” faced by teachers throughout the Americas include drastic cuts in education funding, politicization of curriculum change, increased centralization of government control accompanied by decentralization of accountability, increased use of mass standardized exams with greater power to limit children’s educational options, deeper socio-economic disparities creating profound differences in quality of education, concerted attacks upon public education and, in some countries, overt repression against teacher leaders. For example, since 1970, more than 150 teachers have been killed or disappeared in Mexico. Outside the conference hall, demonstrators called for freedom for Mexican political prisoners, especially Prof. Sergio Jeronimo Sanchez, a high-school history teacher jailed last February for his political activism. On October 12, Jeronimo and two others began a hunger strike to protest their continuing incarceration. The prisoners’ wives also went on a hunger strike in front of the state Supreme Court building. One woman has miscarried as a result of malnutrition and stress. Interviewed on the 27th day of their hunger strike, the women appeared frail but determined. Canadian teachers were deeply moved by the level of commitment shown by Latin American colleagues. Jan Eastman, president of the Canadian Teachers’ Federation, was eloquent in her praise for their dedication and for their faith “in the power of education to transform the lives of people.” She spoke of public education as the hope for the future of democracy and social justice, and as the basis for a world in which every child has an opportunity to learn. “The pressures on us are great, and the need to work together is paramount,” Eastman said. “Who is more necessary than we to fight for public education and to put forward reforms that will expand potential for people and not squash it.” Eastman is among a group of teacher-leaders who have begun planning for a hemispheric conference to analyze the Summit of the Americas process and develop an action plan to counter its potentially disastrous impact upon public education. That conference is slated for Quito, Ecuador, in October 1999, to coincide with World Teachers’ Day. Nancy Knickerbocker is the BCTF’s media relations officer.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=20434&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 4, January/February 2010  The FSA albatross By David Denyer As school finished for the holidays in December, an agreement was reached between the BCTF and the employer (BCPSEA) on the distribution of FSA materials by teachers to parents. The agreement, which is binding on all 60 school districts and teacher locals, states that teachers and locals can send home three pamphlets informing parents of BCTF concerns and positions on the FSA and provincial testing. The employer has agreed to the distribution of three BCTF/Local Union produced FSA pamphlets to parents via students or directly to parents at teacher/parent meetings: What Parents Need to Know, Testing? You bet., and What Parents Need to Know: Dear Parents withdrawal letter. Awareness of teacher concerns with the FSA and the proliferation of district assessments is growing. The BCTF has been seeking a constructive discussion with government on the use, necessity, and value of testing, and has asked government to agree to a moratorium and the establishment of a provincial task force to explore the issues and information about assessment. Each of the pamphlets addresses a number of aspects of the debate about testing, and dispel and clarify the misunderstandings and simplistic notions that have often been promoted by major news sources in regard to the views and position of the Federation. Distribution of these pamphlets is going to be particularly important in furthering the goal of having a rational, informed consideration of the purposes and need for testing and assessment. All elementary, middle-school, and secondary-school teachers are being encouraged to send home the Testing? You bet. pamphlet at any time, with report cards, or in middle and secondary schools sent just before midterm or final exams. Grade 4 and 7 teachers are being urged to send home the What Parents Need to Know: Dear Parents withdrawal letter before the FSAs are written. Materials sent home with students should be in a sealed envelope addressed to parents that shows it is from the union. David Denyer is assistant director and newsmagazine editor, BCTF Communications Division. )
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8934,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, Number 3, January/February 2004 International solidarity award honours Mexican teachers CoDev’s International Solidarity Award went to the Mexican Section of the Tri-National Coalition to Defend Public Education (representing teachers from Mexico, Canada, and the U.S.) in recognition of their solidarity with the B.C. Teachers’ Federation. The Mexican teachers responded when the B.C. government denied teachers their right to collective bargaining, an action that the United Nations and the International Labour organization ruled a violation of international conventions. The Mexican teachers organized a demonstration at the Canadian Embassy in Mexico City and wrote a letter to the B.C. government in protest. Those acts of international support are an excellent illustration of how important solidarity is within international partnerships and how critical it is for the strengthening of civil society in our increasingly global economy. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141007,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/issues/research.aspx?id=5848,BCTF > Coquitlam Parents of Students with Special Needs, Focus Group Report  	Untitled Page  For Teachers For Parents For Media Home E-mail Lists Links A to Z Index Contact Us Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources Home > Issues in Education > Inclusive Education > Research Project Coquitlam Parents of Students with Special Needs, Focus Group Report Ten parents of students with special needs attending schools in the Coquitlam School District, all women, attended the Focus Group meeting at the Family Resource Centre in Coronation Park Community School in December 2002. Three questions were posed: Please tell us about your child/children, their exceptionality, the school they attend and whether they are in modified programs or have adaptations within the regular curriculum. Tell us about how you viewed the services provided to your child/children before the current school year, and how they changed over time. In terms of this school year, how do you view the services provided to your child/children, your communication with school staff, and how have they changed? Responses to each question are shown below. Please tell us about your child/children, their exceptionality, the school they attend and whether they are in modified programs or have adaptations within the regular curriculum. Most of the children described by the parents attended elementary or middle schools, with a few attending secondary schools. Some parents had several children with exceptionalities, all attending schools in S.D. # 43, Coquitlam. Parents described their children’s experiences throughout the school system, mentioning twelve of the district’s schools during their reflections. Most of the children described by the parents had several areas of exceptionality. These included Gifted, Tourette’s Syndrome, obsessive-compulsive disorders, written-output disorders, cerebral palsy, and a range of ADHD, autism, mild, moderate and severe intellectual (or developmental) disabilities, and learning disabilities. Some parents stated that their child or children had IEPs, others said that theirs did not. Some adaptations were described, including scribing and additional time allotments for assignments and tests. Some of their children were also enrolled in modified programs. Tell us about how you viewed the services provided to your child/children before the current school year, and how they changed over time. Initially the parents had faith that the school system would provide appropriate education for their children but became disillusioned with the system over time. Most of the parents spoke of their optimism when their child or children started school, and said that many teachers and Administrative Officers were welcoming, reassuring, and positive. However, for each parent at the Focus Group, doubts began to emerge that their child was receiving an appropriate educational program. In most cases, they felt that their initial queries were deflected by school personnel, with AOs often saying “We’ll deal with it.” This appeared to have a double meaning, one that the school would address the issue of concern, and another that it was really the school’s business, and that the parents should let the school get on with the work of educating their child without interfering in the process. One parent said, “I believed the school’s experts — what did I know? But over time I became more worried and concerned.” Parents recognized that a number of educators provided successful and appropriate learning experiences, as well as a welcoming environment, for their child. Successful approaches were reported by several of the parents. One said that a teacher “did great stuff,” recognized their child’s disability, and developed appropriate strategies to include the child in the class. At one point, for one child, “things were beautiful” in school. Sometimes things took longer to be ready for the child with special needs, but once they were, then the parent saw positive engagement and progress. One parent spoke of a “really nice” relationship with a teacher, while another described an “awesome” counsellor. Others said that their child “got wonderful support in school,” or that their child had “the best teacher. We loved her.” Even some teachers with very little experience made an impact on the parents: “One teacher had no experience but she welcomed my child, which is important.” The parents were very happy when they felt that their child was welcomed in schools and engaged in learning at levels appropriate for the child, and recognized the efforts of various educators to meet their child’s needs. All the parents stated that their children’s positive educational experiences in schools were limited or isolated. Parents described many situations where they felt that their children’s experiences of schools were negative, and where a child was not learning when the parents felt that the child could learn. The negative experiences were more numerous and more pervasive than the positive experiences. For some, the first intimation that something was wrong came when they discovered that their child was not doing the same work as others in the class, or not doing any work at all. One parent reported that her child daydreamed for a substantial part of the day, while another said that her child slept for long periods. Another parent reported that her child wrote one word during a school day, and she believed that this was the only engagement in learning for the child on that particular day. A parent described one instance where the whole class was taken out for gym but their child left in the room, with the teacher not noticing the child’s absence for some time, when she came back to collect the child. A similar and poignant example was provided of an incident where a child appeared to have been forgotten by the teacher: “Once my child was sent into a small room, where he was left on his own. Nobody told him that he could come out so he stayed there a long time. I think he stayed there a lot.” These examples were not provided to attack or to identify teachers, but to illustrate how parents started to notice that their child was not progressing academically when parents thought some progress was possible, nor was their child being included in ways that other children would be included. In some cases, parents recognized that the teacher had an almost impossible job because of the concentration of students with IEPs in particular classes — one parent recollected a class where eight of the students had IEPs. In such cases, the parents were more critical of the system which allowed such concentration than the individual teacher who could not meet all the expectations of the parents that the IEP would be implemented. But in other instances, they were critical of both the classroom teacher’s knowledge or capacity to include their children, or of some teachers’ attitude towards their children. From the parents’ point of view, relationships between parents and school staff were often strained and difficult. Parents reported strained relationships over time with many AOs, teachers, and Special Education Assistants. In almost all cases, the strain occurred because the parents were advocating for the needs of their children, and they were advocating because they felt the needs of their child were not being met. They felt that many school-based educators resisted such advocacy, which caused the strain in relationships. They believed that some AOs exercised their power inappropriately, in some cases by providing misinformation to parents. One reported that an AO had promised to place her child on a list for support, and repeatedly told her that the child was listed, only for her to find out many months later that this was not the case. One said that an AO refused to ask for help from the district’s Student Support Services, while another said she felt “disillusioned” with what she perceived to be the misuse of authority by the AO. Parents also reported strained relationships with some classroom teachers. As parents developed more understanding of how to support their children’s exceptionality, they often wanted to share this understanding with teachers, but frequently felt rebuffed. At the same time the parents observed that what was being offered to their children was not engaging or including the child, and in many cases no academic or social progress was being made. For some, this further radicalized them, and they increased their advocacy in support of their child, which usually further strained the teacher-parent relationship. In some cases there were incidences of open hostility between teachers and parents. In other instances parents observed a grudging respect for them from teachers who, while they had problems with the advocacy style and approach, recognized that the parent cared deeply about their child and was advocating to support the child’s needs. One theme raised by the parents was that they did not believe that the classroom teachers “had ownership” of their children. By this the parents meant that in their view some teachers did not consider their children as an integral part of the class, but as a problematic addition. In such cases, they believed that the teachers holding such views did not engage their child in learning and essentially abdicated responsibility for the child’s progress. The parents considered that some classroom teachers passed on the responsibility for their child to the SEA, or did not consider how the child could be effectively included as an everyday norm of their teaching, with the result that the child was often unengaged, bored, or angry. This often resulted in negative behaviour from the child and discipline processes initiated by the teacher. In some cases, parents believed teachers reacted to incidents of behaviour inappropriately. One mentioned her child being physically shaken by a teacher, while another said that a teacher emptied the contents of her child’s lunch box into a garbage container and told the parent to see a nutritionist. Parents’ views of Special Education Assistants were similar to their views of teachers. Some had very positive experiences with SEAs, and praised their work generously. In these cases, parents saw SEAs as motivated, caring, and competent. When a positive and productive relationship between the student and the SEA was in place, parents saw continuity as crucial, but this was not always possible. One major area of contention between parents and the school district appeared to involve continuity of service with a competent SEA who had developed experience and a good relationship with their child. But others described far more negative experiences of SEAs, where parents did not feel that the SEA was either interested in the child or capable of supporting their child’s needs. Relationships with SEAs were also exacerbated by what in some cases appeared extremely limited time allocations. One parent reported that her child was allocated twenty minutes of SEA time per day, an allocation she saw as essentially useless and inappropriate. Diagnostic testing was often difficult to obtain from the educational system. Several parents reported that their children went through some form of diagnostic testing through the school district, but others reported difficulties, either because of waiting times or because requests for assessments were refused. In these cases it was unclear whether the district simply did not agree that an exceptionality existed, or if they feared that by testing they might obtain results that would require the provision of extra services and support. In some cases parents resorted to and paid for private or external diagnostic testing of their children because testing was not being done by the school system. What disturbed several of the parents was that when they went to an agency external to the school system such as the Children’s Hospital, or to some form of private assessment, diagnosis of an exceptionality was often quick and unequivocal. In some cases, parents were told by external agencies that the diagnosis was patently obvious, and that there could have been little room for doubt or ambiguity. This reduced their trust in school district approaches to diagnostic testing, as few of the external diagnoses that they described reflected borderline or ambiguous cases. Parents also stated a frustration around having educators apply inaccurate labels to children based on their observations: “Educators informally (but vocally!!!) label my daughter as having ADD, ADHD, Autism, and hyperlexia. None of these are accurate, nor is it appropriate for teachers to attempt to diagnose children.” Parents often considered reporting processes problematic and inappropriate Several parents said that teachers described the child’s exceptionality in report cards. One parent received a report which stated that the child “made funny noises” and was “unfocused.” Insensitively describing a disability to a parent who is intimately familiar with the disability was not seen as appropriate reporting from the parent’s perspective. The parent was frustrated because she knew the child was unfocused, but what she wanted to know was how the school was addressing the issue of focus and how her child might be progressing with his ability to focus on the material being taught. One parent received report cards from the Resource Room teacher but not the classroom teacher, and was unable to get a sense of how her child was progressing when not in the Resource Room. This links to the issue raised earlier, of how these parents believed that some classroom teachers did not fully include their children into the regular class, as they did not consider it necessary to report on their progress. Another parent said her child was very depressed when he read a report card which was handed to him at school. She contacted the school and asked the AO to mail the report card directly to her. The next report card period, the report was again handed to the student. She asked again that it be mailed to her. The following report card period, the report was mailed, but was addressed to the child who opened it, and again became distressed and depressed. The parent contacted the AO and asked “How can I have confidence in you as a school if you can’t even manage a simple request?” These reporting issues also speak to the issue of relationships. In the view of most parents in the Focus Group, poor communication from the school to parents contributed to deteriorating relationships between parents and school staffs, as parents felt that their voices and perspectives either were not heard or were not respected. Parents increasingly used private services, because supports in the public education system were either unavailable, or were seen as not meeting the needs of their children. In addition to accessing external public or private diagnostic testing services, several of the parents had accessed private tutoring services. These were of two kinds — the services offered in most areas by agencies such as Sylvan and Kumon, or a specialist with knowledge and experience of a particular approach which had previously demonstrated success with specific areas of exceptionality. One parent described one such specialist as having “saved” her child by improving her child’s reading level by two-and-a-half grade levels in two months. Private services were often very expensive for the parents (one mentioned having spent over $20,000 in private services), but their use of such services reflected the parents’ determination to do their best for their children, inside or outside the public education system. In their view, any successes achieved through accessing such services also served to illustrate the shortcomings of the public school system for meeting their children’s needs. While this was frustrating for the parents, it also made them more determined to advocate for their children, as they saw that academic progress could be made. If it was possible, then they wanted their local school to be able to provide services and evidence of similar progress to that being made by their children outside public schools. Ideally parents wanted the supports they were accessing privately, within the public school system. Parents expressed concerns about the IEP process and aspects of programming after the IEP was written. Some parent suggested that school-based team members frequently disagreed about the content of an IEP, and that there were often barriers to implementation once the IEP was finalized. Why IEPs were not implemented was not always clear to parents. One described a “provincial support team” who came into one school for three days, leaving a binder of resources and many good ideas, which the parents believed were not followed — “there was always a reason why,” stated the parent. Parent frustration with the IEP process mainly appeared to be focused on implementation. If a team of school staff, in consultation with the parent, developed a plan, then they believed it should be implemented as written. The parents believed that there may have been many reasons why IEPs were not always implemented as planned, but two appear most likely. The first is an issue of resources and capacity. Some IEPs may be written based on what the child needs but may not always ensure that the resources and staffing needed for implementation are available. A second reason may involve considering the difference between who plans and who implements an IEP. If an IEP is planned by a team, who has the responsibility for implementation? In some cases, a classroom teacher may have many different needs in a class, and if such a teacher also had primary responsibility for implementation, the capacity to adhere to the plan may be limited. Whatever the reason, some consideration of the IEP writing and implementation, which links planning to roles and capacity, may be necessary in the view of parents. To some extent parents see the IEP process as an example of the system promising more than it delivers, by extensive planning and consultation but minimal delivery of education for their children. An IEP which is not followed also reflects negatively on communication, as it appears a document without value unless it is implemented. In some ways an IEP is like a cheque. Just as a cheque is only useful to a recipient when it is cashed, so an IEP is only of utility when it was implemented, in the view of the parents. Parents felt that they faced a form of systemic resistance to their efforts to address the issues of programming, staffing, and communication. Focus Group participants believed that facing what they perceived to be one hostile or defensive school Administrative Officer, teacher, or SEA reflected on individual approaches and capacity of people in the particular role or position. When the parents met what they considered a “brick wall” of resistance from a wide range of school and district personnel, and even trustees, they considered this to be more akin to systemic resistance. One example illustrates this. One parent wanted the same SEA in successive years but was told this was not possible. When she pursued the issue with the AO she was told that very few exceptions were allowed, and were based on a set of criteria, which were not met in her child’s case. She asked what the criteria were but did not get a response. She then met with various levels of senior school district management, who refused to maintain the continuity. Then she approached the trustees, who also rejected her. During this process she was told that it was a CUPE issue, with district staff “blaming” CUPE seniority contract language for the problem. When she contacted CUPE, the issue had never been discussed with them. Finally, after launching a human rights complaint, the exception was granted. There may be very different perceptions on what happened in this specific case. There may also be valid reasons for placing the SEA in a different position or location, but for the parent, almost every part of the system blocked her request for what she saw as a simple and suitable continuation of a satisfactory working relationship. The parents questioned how much energy, from all the parties involved went into a common and arguably systemic resistance, rather than finding a solution which met the child’s needs and which satisfied parents. Parents accessed peer support systems. Several of the parents spoke very positively about accessing peer support services, often offered by the Family Resource Centre which operates in an elementary community school in the district. The assistance provided by peers often helped parents find and use resources which supported their children’s learning, and included parent advocacy. Peer support appeared very important for two reasons, the first being that it reduced individual parent isolation. Implied in many of the comments made by parents at the Focus Group was the sense that pursuing a positive educational experience for a child with special needs could be both a lonely and a frustrating experience. Accessing peers who were facing similar struggles gave each person greater confidence and reduced the individual parent’s sense of isolation. The second reason was that peer support provided access to a better understanding of how the education system works. Peers who knew the district’s personnel and structures could share such information with others. Their knowledge of appeal processes facilitated access to them and improved success rates. Parents could build on the accumulated experience of other parents, rather than reinventing the wheel. Hearing the stories of these parents, it appeared clear that many of them have become very knowledgeable and formidable advocates for their children. Some believed that they have won what they see as hard-fought successes, but others reflected that they had very little impact on the educational system. Several stated that the advocacy role was difficult and stressful. One said that “After kindergarten everyone at school knew me and my child, and nobody wanted my child in their class.” Others stated that school AOs and other staff questioned them about their home and family life in ways that to the parent intimated that the family was the problem, and that their parenting skills were inadequate. This was both distressing and insulting to them. “We face many challenges every day.” Parents spoke candidly about the challenges of bringing up a child or children who often had a range of exceptionalities. Their statement of the challenges they faced each day was stated simply, with dignity, and without exaggeration. They faced the challenges that every parent faced, and described children going through growing and developmental phases. But they also spoke of the challenge of their accommodating their child’s special need or needs at home, and of additional demands of supporting the child within the school system. The number and complexity of issues made for an additional challenge — that of having anything close to a “normal” life, where their own needs and aspirations were also met. The diversity of challenges also made parents more likely to be strategic in dealing with issues with the child, and to “pick their battles” with the school system, both as a strategy and as a means of coping and survival: “Teachers are very unaware of how wearing it is to live with a child with ADHD (never mind the other complications of LD and giftedness, and the frustrations for the child of the combination). It can take hours to get a few simple routines completed every day and you learn to pick your battles or you would simply burn out and be useless to your child if you called him on every little thing. This doesn't mean you aren't aware of, and, particularly in public, sensitive to the things that you are choosing not to deal with.” The parents in this Focus Group were articulate, determined, and capable advocates for their children, but their short reflections on their own lives opened another dimension to the discussion. Just as there is a concern about viewing the disability rather than the person, so there may also be a tendency to view the parents as an advocate and not as a person in her own right, a view which may adversely affect communication and relationship between educators and parents. In terms of this school year, how do you view the services provided to your child/children, your communication with school staff, and how have they changed? Some parents reported positive starts to the school year for their children, while others indicated problems. One parent described the start of the new school year for her child: “His teacher is terrific. She is one of those special teachers that loves what she does and is very good at it.” Another reported strong concerns at the end of the last school year prior to her child enrolling in a middle school, fearing that fewer services would be offered, especially SEA support. However, her fears were unfounded, and she reported that her child was experiencing “the best year ever” at the middle school, with SEA time provided for all academic classes. Several parents mentioned supportive resource teachers who were “doing what they can” and talking with other teachers about strategies for effective inclusion. One spoke positively about CBI behaviour consultants who had offered constructive ideas and support. However, most parents expressed concerns in terms of several factors which were directly and negatively impacting their children’s education. These factors are discussed below. Parents were concerned about service levels being provided only to the most needy of students with special needs. In other Focus Groups, teachers referred to this issue as “raising the bar,” meaning that fewer students with special needs could be supported at current levels of funding and staffing. Parents in some cases were being told that their child was not as needy as others, and that supports such as direct contact with a specialist support teacher or SEA time may be reduced or eliminated if the child was “doing too well.” Parents were concerned that although their child may have been able to succeed in school with support, that such supports could be withdrawn simply because other students’ needs were more pressing. In their view, this significantly increased the risk of their child failing in school, and this was unacceptable to them. In some cases it was too early in the school year to assess the actual level of support, but they were concerned about explicit statements from educators warning of reduced supports in the future. There were some examples where extra supports used to be offered prior to the current year but which were, not offered this year. Several parents mentioned the reduction in or removal of supports where a school Principal had stated that there would be no extra supports offered to one child when supports had previously been available. In some cases parents had been told that previously offered adaptations and modifications would no longer be available, or that their child’s access to SEA time would be reduced. The IEP process at the start of the school year was, for some parents, a negative experience. Several parents mentioned that IEPs were not being produced for some of their children, particularly in the Learning Disabilities category, even though they had been developed in previous years. Parents’ concern was that without the IEP there would be no explicit statement of actions aimed at supporting the child with a learning disability, no support, and no accountability processes which gave parents a means of checking implementation against the program or supports identified in the IEP. Some parents were angry that they had been excluded from IEP planning. Others stated that they had only gained access to meetings to discuss and develop an IEP after sustained pressure. Such pressure in some cases generated what the parents perceived to be a negative reaction from educators, with one accusing a parent of “putting pressure” on the school-based team when the parent wanted to be included in the IEP planning process. Parents in the Focus Group believed that staff layoffs and increased class size were negatively impacting their children. Layoffs were seen as problematic because there were simply fewer teachers in the system, which increased strain and pressure on those who remained. Such pressures, in the views of parents, reduced the chances of effective inclusion for their child. The direct effects of layoffs for parents were that personnel changed, and any change negatively affected continuity of service and programming. It took more time for parents to connect with teachers who were not familiar with the parent or the child. While some such change is inevitable, parents felt that the changes this school year had proven more significant than usual. A second observation from parents was that some teachers were occupying roles with multiple responsibilities, and that this also negatively impacted their children. Support teacher specialization of previous years seemed to have evolved into a more “blended” role, which combined, as an example, ESL and Special Education responsibilities. Parents were concerned that staff in such blended roles may not be adequately skilled or trained in some areas, and that this could be a problem in terms of building supports for their children. Would an ESL teacher be familiar with learning disabilities, for example, or be able to recognize causes of behaviour problems, as well as be able to develop strategies for dealing with inappropriate behaviour? Another area of concern to parents was what they believed to be reduced hours for SEAs, which meant their child had less time with an SEA. This increased the likelihood of students being placed so that one SEA could support two or more students with special needs. They believed this to be a pragmatic solution for the school, but a reduction in service for their children. Parents were concerned about reduced access to specialist support teachers and to SEAs for their children. The SEA’s usual role is to work with children, so the issue for parents was not one of job role, but of the hours SEAs worked, and their accessibility. Hours were being reduced, thereby reducing their child’s access to SEAs. But a different argument was being raised by the parents in terms of the specialist support teacher. They felt that parents were increasingly being told that such teachers were a resource to support classroom teachers, and not necessarily a person who delivered direct service to students. This was not understood to be a district policy, but more how schools were defining the role. For parents of students with special needs, this implied that their role was not necessarily to communicate with parents, and in some cases parents were being subtly diverted from contacting such specialists. Thus, the dual concerns emerged — did their children get access to such specialist support, and were parents able to access the specialists? “I have lost faith with the regular public system.” While this was the most negative comment concerning public schools, there was little doubt that most of the parents in the Focus Group were heavily disillusioned with the ability of the school system to effectively meet their children’s needs. Such disillusionment stems from the perspective of all those in the Focus Group that they have been engaged in years of struggle to have their children included and learning in schools. While they showed considerable determination and skill in offering supports and building advocacy, time and patience was running out for some parents. They were generous and honouring of those educators who had included and educated their children effectively. But parents stated that in their view, resources and supports were inadequate in the public school system, so that teachers were unable to effectively include all students because of limited resources, in spite of their best efforts and intentions: “For the most part, communication between teachers concerning my son used to be good. I believe that they did their best, were willing to learn new techniques, and did what they could given the number of students just like my son that they dealt with in their classroom. Often this would be a common complaint among them — too many students with special needs who required more individualized attention, along with inadequate resources. Teachers require greater supports within their classrooms.” But there was also disillusion with educators, and in some cases a tendency to make them the brunt of parental concern with the education of their children: “In summary, this year my husband and I have decided that we can no longer allow any compromises in our daughter's education. The specialists/itinerants will do their job, or we will go elsewhere. Perhaps we will bill the school district or the school for the cost. Until there is accountability in reporting on the I.E.P., and accountability for the professionals who are supposedly providing support for our daughter at school, this situation is not going to improve. We cannot wait any longer for systemic change, although we will continue to advocate for it.” Whether the issues are seen a systemic, or are seen as linked to individual educators, these parents were tired of the struggle, and in some cases were to looking for alternatives to the public school system. Conclusion The comments provided by the participants in this Focus Group reflect the perspectives of a committed group of parent advocates. As such they may not be reflective of the “average” parent, should such a person exist. But as activists, they have much to offer in their views and understanding of the education system. Most appeared to have started their connection with the school system when their child entered school, with hope and trust, both of which dissipated either rapidly or over time. Gradually they became more assertive, more networked, and more knowing of how the system worked. They engaged with teachers, AOs, Special Education Assistants, offering support, ideas, and challenges. They accessed district staff and used appeal processes when they believed either to be necessary. Their perspective is that there have been systemic problems with the inclusion of their children in public schools for many years, but they are particularly worried now in terms of whether the goal of an inclusive education system is slipping further from reach. There are three key areas of issues of concern identified by the parents. The first concerns staffing. Reduced staffing, fewer specialist support teachers, and blended roles of specialist support teachers are three staffing issues that parents feel negatively impact their children. In addition to the issues of numbers and roles, the parents are concerned about capacity and attititude: are teachers struggling against such odds in terms of demands upon them and the resources supplied that their capacity to include effectively is limited? Do sufficient numbers of teachers welcome and want their children in regular classrooms so that a positive inclusionary attitude exists? Of course, the two are to a great extent inter-related, but there are also many limits to supports for classroom and specialist support teachers that influence both teacher attitude and capacity. The view has been expressed that if teachers are abandoned to implement a philosophy with no support, then they may be tempted to abandon inclusionary practices if they are to survive. The second area is in processes such as diagnostic testing and planning, where the parents believe the public system’s approach is inadequate and becoming worse. What parents see as the unwillingness of the public education system to adequately test their children is for them a major issue. Non-testing implies that the school system is telling them that there is no disability, yet when some of their children have been externally assessed the disability has been diagnosed immediately. It is also seen as a way of saving money, both for the test itself, but also so that no costly services need be provided. After all, no test, no diagnosis; no diagnosis, no support. Perhaps logical, but also demeaning, disrespectful, and disheartening to those parents who often correctly believe that a disability exists and that the school system is telling them it ain’t so. Planning has its own pitfalls for parents, both in the process of planning but much more in the implementation of plans. They clearly believe that something needs to be done to make plans a reality, rather than pieces of paper which are not implemented. The third area is about communication and relationships between parents and educators, occasionally positive but more frequently problematic and fractious, negatively affecting both parents and educators and impacting on services for children. These three areas have been identified at a time that parents see as one of rapid and negative government cutbacks in the education system, with cuts affecting their children in real, significant, and even disproportionate ways. Reductions in services are already apparent to them, and the parents are apprehensive about the future. The three areas of concern identified here are also three immense pressures on the education system. If those pressures become too great, then something will have to give, and what parents fear could result is an end to the concept of inclusion. Might the inclusionary ideal be abandoned if pressures are placed on the system that it cannot sustain? As a teacher union researcher it was sometimes difficult to listen to the views of these parents, which were often critical of educators. Some teachers may ask why their union is reflecting these views and perspectives in a teacher union report. The answer is that at the start of this research project we, as a union, made a commitment to listen to and to reflect the voices of parents whose children had special needs and who attended B.C. public schools in two school districts. We may not always agree with the views expressed here, but if as a union we hope to engage with parents of students with special needs, then one step is to listen and to think about what they say. We hope also that parents will read and think about the views of teachers which are reflected in other Focus Group reports. By better understanding each other we might then address issues of concern, and perhaps join forces to advocate for a better-resourced and improved inclusionary education system in B.C.’s public schools. Charlie Naylor BCTF Research   About Us | News & Events | Publications | Advocacy & Action | Social Justice | Issues in Education © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/02/are-principals-friends-of-public.html?showComment0751329331338604,Staffroom Confidential: Are Principals friends of public education? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, February 14, 2012 Are Principals friends of public education? The BC Principals and Vice Principals Association has chosen a couple of times to wade in on the teachers' job action. Unfortunately they have chosen to mostly remain silent, or worse to oppose teacher actions - including when we are pushing for changes to improve student learning. In 2002, when class size limits and class composition limits were illegally removed from teacher collective agreements, the Principals supported government. They wanted the "flexibility" to arrange classes however they wanted. In my school, within three short years, this meant every PE 9 class had gone from 30 up to 40 students. Principals abused this authority and quickly drastically oversize classes became the norm. The BCPVPA has been almost silent on two decades of funding cuts to education budgets. Rather than speak out, they often claim they are working behind the scenes. This simply feeds in to a false impression that cuts are not hurting kids. During the current job action, many Principals have refused to do struck work as required by the Labour Relations Board. It is these Principal actions that have led to most of the cancellations of field trips and other activities because Principals would not do the paperwork. Where they are, these events have gone ahead. A common complaint is that they shouldn't have to do "teacher work", but since when was teacher work so inundated with forms, money collection, and administrivia? The reality is that Principals have been downloading this work to teachers for years. Why haven't administrators advocated for adequate secretarial support in schools to meet these needs? It is nonsensical to use teacher time (that could otherwise be spent on student learning activities) for paperwork. Principals have routinely refused to speak out when individual classes are not appropriate for student learning. Under the School Act guidelines, they must state their opinion on class organization for any class that is oversize or overcrowded. Despite 12,000 classes in this category, every single Principal for every single class has "signed off" on the class, attesting it is "appropriate for student learning". Where is the integrity in making such a claim when the real reasons (typically said privately to teachers) are lack of funding? Principals should be joining teachers and speaking up. They only need to look south to see that they too will soon be in the firing line with a government obsessed with US style "reform".  Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 10:02 AM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 3 comments: AnonymousFebruary 14, 2012 at 1:08 PM They would want "flexibility" because it makes their jobs easier. Scheduling is a hard problem. Harder when you need smaller class sizes but the government & board won't pay for enough teachers. The direction that authority flows makes it easy for principals to blame teachers and to push work onto teachers. It's hard work to go against authority and get the government and school boards to pony up the cash to hire more people. The principals could end up labeled as "whiners" or "not a team player". Then next year they get replaced by someone who will just accept whatever the higher-ups throw at them.ReplyDelete David BratzerFebruary 14, 2012 at 10:05 PM I suspect they would be more willing to speak up if they were unionized. Tara, I'm wondering if you see that as a possibility someday?ReplyDelete Tara EhrckeFebruary 15, 2012 at 10:42 AM Principals used to be a part of the BCTF and were removed by gov't some time ago. I don't really like the whole management model in schools - I think it de-professionalizes teachers. There are some interesting schools in the US (surprise!) that do not have Principals. Sometimes they get lots of buy in because the teachers feel truly part of the school leadership/decision making, rather than feeling that they are at the bottom of top-down diktats that simply don't make any sense on the ground. Here's an article about it: http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Education/2010/0901/School-teachers-in-charge-Why-some-schools-are-forgoing-principalsReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ▼  February (11) BC Teachers' Day of Action: It's about priorities.... Rally to support teachers for a fair deal On a legislated contract and parents who care - on... Will the BC government agree to mediation to resol... Confusing differentiation with adverse discriminat... Are BC workers getting wage increases? Are Principals friends of public education? Negotiate, don't legislate BC's Learning Improvement Fund - 1 minute per stud... Go east, young teacher Kevin Falcon speaks the Liberal truth - serve the ... ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11076,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2002 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 14, Number 6, April 2002 L’immersion au centre de la Colombie-Britannique ! by Brigitte Léger Bienvenue à Vanderhoof ! Nous voici, cinq enseignantes, dans ce petit village d’environ 5000 personnes en train de faire vivre la culture française à des groupes d’élèves de la maternelle à la 7e année. Le programme d’immersion existe à Vanderhoof depuis plus de 15 ans mais ce n’est que depuis 6 ans que quatre d’entre nous formons une équipe stable et unie par notre passion pour la langue française. Il y a 6 ans, nouvellement arrivée du Nouveau-Brunswick, j’ai accepté un poste dans une classe à niveaux multiples. Que d’organisation et d’heures de préparation ! Mes meilleurs souvenirs de ce temps sont ceux que je partage avec mes collègues originaires de Montréal et Québec. Pendant les 6 dernières années, nous avons vécu plusieurs événements inoubliables et certaines situations qu’on aimerait bien oublier... Étant donné que nous étions une équipe de jeunes femmes, on a vécu d’autres congés de maternité et on a accueilli de nouveaux membres dans notre équipe. Pendant ces années, il y a eu un changement d’administration et certaines charges lourdes vu le petit nombre d’élèves à différents niveaux. Avec la croissance du programme d’immersion résultant d’une promotion soutenue de la part des enseignantes et d’un esprit collégial enthousiaste, le conseil scolaire a créé un poste de coordonnatrice de langue à temps partiel. Dans ce rôle, je m’occupe du moniteur de langue, je gère le budget d’immersion et j’offre un soutien pédagogique aux enseignantes du nouveau programme à Burns Lake. En dépit de notre isolement culturel, nous avons réussi à établir un programme de plus en plus populaire auprès de la population. Nous avons mis à profit nos origines francophones diverses lors de la planification d’activités parascolaires. Nous nous sommes épaulées les unes les autres lorsque le mal du pays de faisait sentir. Vanderhoof est loin du Québec et du Nouveau Brunswick et lorsque le besoin de vivre notre culture et d’exprimer notre fierté francophone nous donnent les ‘bleus’, nous organisons des soupers français épicés d’histoires hilarantes et de farces de chez nous. Vivre sa francité au centre de la Colombie Britannique n’est pas toujours facile. On y arrive quand même lorsqu’on a l’appui de ses collègues et qu’on a comme mandat la promotion de la langue et culture française. Enseigner en immersion dans une région parsemée de paysages à vous couper le souffle, ça se prend bien ! Synopsis: Brigitte Léger shares some thoughts about teaching French immersion in a rural area and far away from francophone culture and resources in French. Brigitte Léger, Enseignante et coordonnatrice Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=21210&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 7, May/June 2010  Privatization is the wrong word By Kip Wood There may be a compelling argument for privatization in our society. It could even be argued that there should be more privatization. Privatization implies that a public service is being transformed into a private service. The dictionary defines “privatize” as follows: to transfer from public or government control or ownership to private enterprise. In our society, it is clear that the process of privatization is not a complete transfer. It is always partial privatization. A better description of what is happening is a transfer of public wealth to private hands or, more bluntly, a redistribution of wealth from poor to rich. The redistribution of wealth from rich to poor is the fundamental purpose of taxation. Therefore, the modern version of privatization opposes the reason civilized societies tax their citizens. Private schools all want to procure funds from government coffers to subsidize the tuitions they collect. Private clinics want public support. Private retirement homes charge $5,000 a month and still expect public money. And independent power projects sell power to BC Hydro at inflated prices. These are all examples of privately operated “for-profit” enterprises that are dependent on public funds. They are not truly private or independent. The entrepreneurial spirit is a key ingredient of our economy and our society. The examples above do not embody an entrepreneurial spirit nor do they exemplify a free market. A better descriptor is organized theft. Privatization is the wrong word. Proponents of these so called privatization schemes, sometimes called “public private partnerships” or P3s, argue that the private sector does a better job of providing these services. This is a valid argument. However, we may never be able to have this discussion because the private sector is not delivering these services without taxpayer dollars. Like the massive bailouts following the financial meltdown in 2008, these hybrid services pervading our society enjoy the security of the public purse and the opportunities provided by the marketplace. The public assumes the risks; the corporation reaps the benefits. When things went south in 2008, the decoupling of risks and rewards was exposed in a devastating way through the socializing of losses and the privatizing of gains. Warren Buffett, chairman of Berkshire Hathaway and one of the richest people in the world, claims to be in favour of welfare programs. Buffett also stated that the best welfare programs have been designed for rich people. Canadian politician David Lewis described the recipients of these generous handouts as “corporate welfare bums.” BC Ferries is another example. Formerly a Crown Corporation accountable to the public, BC Ferries is now a private corporation with a profit motive. CEO David Hahn recently defended his million dollar annual salary by saying, “I’m not a public sector guy.” Hahn oversees a private company that gets over $150 million in tax money every year. Their financial books are concealed all year long; however, BC Ferries does make a point to announce their profits at year-end (over $50 million in 2009). The practice of subsidizing independent schools has been a tradition in BC since 1977. These schools (351 in 2008 according to ministry figures) are obviously not independent when you consider that most of these schools receive 50% of the funding level provided to the public system. Social Credit governments advanced this wealth redistribution program until 1991 when the NDP was elected. Rather than reversing the welfare program for tuition schools, the NDP supported the policy of funding them. Since 2001, corporate welfare under Gordon Campbell has become a religion. His government has condemned their “tax and spend” opponents while having a nine-year liquidation sale of the public commons. The mandate of governments in civilized societies is to tax its citizens in order to redistribute wealth in the form of accessible public services. Schemes erroneously called “privatization” also redistribute wealth, and in doing so, erode the public commons that we used to call the fabric of civilized society. Kip Wood is president of the Nanaimo District Teachers’ Association.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=24466,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 3, November/December 2011   Swiss teacher exchange  By Amélie Marceau   Geneva International airport, CFF train to Fribourg, bus to Rossens… Welcome to Switzerland to teach for one year. In August 2010, I arrived in Switzerland. The previous autumn I had started the teacher exchange application process through the CEEF (Canadian Education Exchange Foundation). The dream to teach overseas was finally to come true. In order to participate in an exchange, a teacher needs five years’ experience and a full-time permanent position. Working for the Conseil Scolaire Francophone for five years in Nelson, BC, I was ready to jump and live this experience. The CEEF found a teacher from Rossens, in the French area of Switzerland, matching our common expectations. I was to teach Grade 1 for approximately 11 months. The Swiss teacher would come to Nelson, live in my apartment and teach my K–1 class. Teaching overseas for one year is comparable to teaching for the first time. In the beginning, there is a lot to learn and many hours are spent at school. However with time, experience, confidence, and pedagogical talks with my new colleagues, the school year went by beautifully. An adaptation time was needed to understand the Swiss society as well as the educational expectations that go hand-in-hand with the culture and its traditions. Differences were sometimes surprising, sometimes comforting. Every day I was biking 6 km, through fields and small villages to reach the school in Posieux. I was teaching 17 kids, which was the normal class size in this school. Parents and colleagues welcomed me very nicely. I am still in touch with them from time to time. While in Switzerland, I had the opportunity to travel and discover the country, its ski fields as well as the ones in France, close to Switzerland. Italy was my favourite destination and easy to access. During the long holidays of October, April, and July, I went to Sicily (Italy), Canary Islands (Spain), and Northen Ireland. Teaching and living in Europe was a wonderful experience. I encourage all my colleagues in BC to take the challenge as well as my Swiss colleagues. The benefits are enormous. It took courage, motivation, and a good sense of humour, but the results have been positive in many aspects. “Merci, c’était trop bien!”   Amélie Marceau, Ecole des Sentiers-Alpins, Nelson  Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media jthornthwaite last tweet "Please join me in recognizing the vital work foster families do for B.C. kids http://t.co/bdYy1yh9Jc #FosterFamilyMonth #northvan #bcpoli" @jthornthwaite - 10:56pm Follow @jthornthwaite BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9144,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 19, Number 1, September 2006 Celebrate school libraries! by Rick Mulholland Almost every school has some form of a school library. To paraphrase a quote by American novelist Shelby Foote, a school is just a group of classrooms gathered around a library. In the past few issues of Teacher newsmagazine, we have read a number of articles relating to school libraries, their programs, their personnel, and how important they are to the education of our students. Now we need to turn the attention to something that is rarely done for school libraries. It is something that many teacher-librarians find difficult to do—we need to promote ourselves—we need to celebrate! This is supported by a leading researcher in school librarianship, Dr. Ross J. Todd, who says it is "part of critically reviewing objectives in relation to learning, and ensuring that student learning outcomes are not only able to be identified, but are acknowledged and celebrated by the school community." We can celebrate our programs by showcasing students’ projects in a number of ways, including displays in the library or office display cabinet and publishing written work in the school newsletter or on a web site. Why not approach the local newspaper to have students’ work published in the weekend paper? What about the local media showcasing the actual unit in action? But the best way to celebrate school libraries is on the fourth Monday in October. International School Library Day was proclaimed in 1999 by then International Association of School Librarianship president Dr. Blanche Woolls and reaffirmed last year by the current International Association of School Librarianship president, Peter Genco. International School Library Day is an opportunity for school libraries to showcase their role in the promotion of reading and literacy skills as well as information literacy skills, which help to provide the foundations for lifelong learning. School libraries matter and make a difference! In Canada, National School Library Day, which is celebrated on the same day as International School Library Day, was proclaimed by Roch Carrier, then National Librarian of Canada, at the National School Library Summit held in Ottawa in June of 2003. The first National School Library Day was held on Monday, October 27, 2003. International School Library Day and National School Library Day provide the school community an opportunity to celebrate the importance of the school library. It is a day where teachers, students, parents, administrators, and of course teacher-librarians stand up and show the Canadian public that school libraries matter. On Monday October 23, 2006, school communities around the world will be celebrating the 8th International School Library Day with the theme Reading. Knowing. Doing. This highlights the connection between reading and the application of knowledge. I urge every member of the BC school community to join their teacher-librarian in celebrating the important role that school library programs have in our education system today and in the future. For more information, visit the following web sites: International School Library Day (www.iasl-slo.org/isld.html), National School Library Day (www.nsld.ca). Rick Mulholland is a teacher-librarian at East Clayton Elementary School, Surrey. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7214,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 3, November/December 2005 Boards stand up to ministry official At least three school boards stood up to the Ministry of Education and ignored a directive from Deputy Education Minister Emery Dosdall telling boards that they had to deduct all lost pay in the month of October. Dosdall sent a memo to boards directing them to make the deductions in October and inferred that they could be in contempt of court if they didn’t. The court ruling on the withdrawal stated that the BCTF could not use its resources to encourage the continuation of the action. The contempt of court hearing came about because the employer, the BC Public School Employers’ Association went to court to have the Labour Relations Board order enforced. It is not believable that BCPSEA would attempt to have the courts rule against boards for taking the pay off over a more extended period of time. The minister of education eventually said that Dosdall’s directive was just a suggestion, but boards had to make their own decisions. Many boards provided an early mid-month advance or interest-free loan to be paid back over a couple of months. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141006,globalnews.ca,http://globalnews.ca/author/carolyn-jarvis/,GlobalNews - Staff Personalities | Carolyn Jarvis Your Region: National BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg On TV: News Hour Sections National National sections Locals Local sections Watch Watch sections Search Canada Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released Sections Health Money Consumer Tech Entertainment Environment Science Lifestyle Sports Featured Canada World Politics Investigations Canada Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released Your Region National Change BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Health Money Consumer Tech Entertainment Environment Science Lifestyle Sports Jump to a Region National BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Man trying to reach Bermuda in inflatable bubble rescued by Coast Guard Schedule NowNews Hour 6:30pmGlobal National More Programs Global National The West Block 16x9 The Morning Show More Personalities Dawna Friesen Carolyn Jarvis Liza Fromer Tom Clark More SATURDAYS 7PM Main About Host Social Media Video Follow Carolyn on Twitter Contact Carolyn Carolyn Jarvis 16x9 Chief Correspondent 16×9′s Chief Correspondent, Carolyn Jarvis has spent more than a decade reporting and chasing stories across the country for Global News. After five postings with the network, from Vancouver to Ottawa, Jarvis moved to Toronto in 2011 to work with the network’s current affairs division full time. Her work, ranging from investigative to feature reporting, has won numerous awards and acclaim. Many of her stories involve unprecedented access to otherwise closed-off communities, such her hour-long feature on the controversial, ultra-orthodox Jewish community of Lev Tahor and her in-depth profile of the polygamist community of Bountiful, B.C. Prior to working with Global News’ current affairs division, Jarvis was the west coast correspondent and weekend anchor for the network’s flagship nightly newscast, Global National. This posting saw Jarvis cover breaking news events and stories of international attention. Jarvis also hosted Focus: Decision Canada, a national 30-minute political program based in Ottawa, devoted to the 2011 federal election. In the summer of 2014, Jarvis took part in a prestigious Investigative Journalism fellowship at Columbia University, where she sat as the only Canadian among a group of international investigative journalists. Hailing from Richmond, BC, Jarvis comes from musical roots. She has a Bachelor of Music in vocal performance and has sung professionally with classical ensembles, such as Alberta’s Pro Coro. Video Archives: Carolyn Jarvis 44:45 16x9 Full Episode: October 4 25:01 16x9 FULL STORY: The Sweetest Heist 04:52 The Morning Show The great maple syrup heist broken down 44:57 16x9 FULL EPISODE: Hoarder’s Law (Encore) 44:32 16x9 FULL EPISODE: Disappeared (Encore) 44:55 16x9 Full Episode: Flight of the Bees (Encore) 44:10 16x9 ENCORE: The Preacher’s Promise 45:06 16x9 FULL STORY: Dementia: The Unspooling Mind 44:32 16x9 FULL EPISODE: Snow War (Encore) 45:01 16x9 FULL EPISODE: A Father’s Justice (Encore) 44:39 16x9 FULL EPISODE: Tainted Meat (Encore) 45:00 16x9 FULL EPISODE: Lev Tahor (Encore) 44:33 16x9 FULL EPISODE: Getting Out Alive (Encore) 44:57 16x9 FULL EPISODE: Plastic Peril (Encore) 44:33 16x9 FULL EPISODE: Extreme Workout (Encore) 45:03 16x9 FULL EPISODE: Bitcoin (Encore) 44:42 16x9 ENCORE: A City’s Shame 11:50 16x9 FULL STORY: Snow War 22:46 16x9 FULL STORY: A Father’s Justice 02:01 16x9 Extended Video: Lev Tahor Carolyn on Twitter 4 hours ago Carolyn Jarvis @Carolyn16x9 Follow @Carolyn16x9 Best restaurant in #yellowknife ? (Bullock's is closed) Author Archives: Carolyn Jarvis The Sweetest Heist October 3, 2014 10:59 am Where did 10-thousand barrels of stolen maple syrup go? The great maple syrup heist of 2012 revealed more than just the inner workings of an alleged sophisticated criminal network; it revealed an appetite for millions of dollars worth of contraband syrup. Continue reading → The Sweetest Heist October 2, 2014 1:23 pm TIMELINE: The Sweetest Heist A timeline of events leading up to one of the largest thefts in Quebec history. Continue reading → The Sweetest Heist October 1, 2014 1:00 pm How did $18M worth of maple syrup go missing from a warehouse in Quebec? What started as a routine inventory check at a Quebec warehouse storing maple syrup in July 2012 unveiled one of the weirdest capers in Quebec history. Continue reading → Freedom September 4, 2014 11:00 am Journey to freedom: Hamid’s return home It had been a long, agonizing wait for Antonella Mega, but on Thursday, October 10th, her husband, Hamid Ghassemi-Shall was finally on his way home to Canada. Continue reading → Jonathan Hobin August 21, 2014 10:00 am Artist Provocateur: Jonathan Hobin’s Play Therapy In an encore presentation, 16×9 sits down with controversial Canadian photographer, Jonathan Hobin. Last year, his series, “In the Playroom” caused a stir for its imagery of kids playing the roles of people from real-life events. Continue reading → Load More Popular Now How does Ebola spread? 5 things you need to know 17958 Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released 9957 Accused Madeleine McCann Twitter troll found dead 9216 Ebola: 5 reasons why an outbreak is highly unlikely in Canada 5718 UPDATE: What’s the best, cheapest Canadian cellphone plan out there? 5633 Featured Content Canada Ebola: 5 reasons why an outbreak is highly unlikely in Canada What are the chances of an Ebola outbreak taking off in Canada? It isn’t likely, according to experts. And here are a number of reasons why. Continue reading → Environment Are we in the midst of a mass extinction? There have been 5 mass extinctions — the loss of 75 per cent or more of the world’s species — in Earth’s history. Scientists now believe that we are at the early stages of the sixth. Continue reading → Health Lab-grown penises may soon be ‘ready for testing’ on humans Researchers in North Carolina say penises grown in laboratories could “soon be ready for human testing,” offering hope for men who have had traumatic injuries or penile cancer. Continue reading → Canada Meet Rachel Parent — the teen fighting for GMO labelling in Canada Rachel Parent is a 15-year-old activist. Her goal: mandatory labelling in Canada of all genetically modified organisms, or GMOs that are found as ingredients in food. Continue reading → Canada Abandoned puppies on the mend Twenty hungry, cold and flea-infested puppies found in a Saskatchewan field are now being nursed back to health at Battleford’s Humane Society. Continue reading → Science Everything you need to know about Wednesday’s lunar eclipse On Oct. 8, Canada will be treated to its second lunar eclipse of the year. Find out what you can expect. Continue reading → Canada Can homegrown food win the climate change war? Wondering what’s the single most effective way to combat climate change? Plant a garden. Continue reading → Canada 16×9: An investigation into illegal lumber Timber thieves are stealing wood from the Russian Far East, processing it in China and then shipping it to North America, a 16×9 investigation has found. Continue reading → Highlights Hounds of Parliament: As commuting cyclist and budget watchdog, Frechette must make his presence known Frechette draws a line distinguishing his personality as a cyclist and as the parliamentary budget officer. But surely there’s a parallel between the assertive man he is on a bike and in the role of PBO? Continue reading → Email alerts Sign up for FREE daily Globalnews.ca newsletters and breaking news alerts Email Address National Daily News National Breaking News By clicking on the submit button, I have read, understood and agreed to our privacy policy Twitter Follow globalnews 5 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews USA Swimming suspends #MichaelPhelps for 6 months glbn.ca/ClLU9 pic.twitter.com/nqC3dQ3NhL 5 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews Hillary Clinton: military action against ISIS “critical” and “essential” globalnews.ca/news/1600343/w… #cdnpoli 17 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews Boy left in car during church choir practice dies glbn.ca/ClKBB Jump to a Region BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Connect Facebook Twitter Google+ RSS Contact Us Global News About Us Privacy Policy Principles & Practices Terms & Conditions Copyright Shaw Media Advertise Open Data © Shaw Media Inc., 2014. All rights reserved. Follow Follow “Global News” Get every new post delivered to your Inbox. Join 3,820 other followers Powered by WordPress.com Shaw Connect Expand News Entertainment Entertainment Home Celebs Movies TV Music Living Lifestyle Food Home & Living Sports Money Tech Travel Breaktime Autos Watch TV Online All Sites Global Global News Food Network HGTV History Television Showcase Slice DTOUR ET Canada National Geographic Movietime Lifetime H2 DIY Action NG Wild Mystery IFC BBC Deja Vu Twist)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "Eid Mubarak to all those celebrating in BC!" @bcliberals - 06:52pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141006,globalnews.ca,http://globalnews.ca/news/1601151/saskatchewan-expands-vision-care-for-diabetics/,Saskatchewan expands vision care for diabetics  | Globalnews.ca Your Region: National BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg On TV: Global National Sections National National sections Locals Local sections Watch Watch sections Search Canada Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released Sections Health Money Consumer Tech Entertainment Environment Science Lifestyle Sports Featured Canada World Politics Investigations Canada Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released Your Region National Change BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Health Money Consumer Tech Entertainment Environment Science Lifestyle Sports Jump to a Region National BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Man trying to reach Bermuda in inflatable bubble rescued by Coast Guard Schedule NowGlobal National 7:00pmEntertainment Tonight More Programs Global National The West Block 16x9 The Morning Show More Personalities Dawna Friesen Carolyn Jarvis Liza Fromer Tom Clark More News Major snowfall covers N. Manitoba Entertainment ‘Gone Girl’ wins weekend box office News Journalist with Ebola arrives at US hospital Canada Quebecor sells off Sun newspaper chain News Crowdfunded bus debuts in Toronto Entertainment Depardieu reveals past as escort, thief Canada MPs debate motion for airstrikes in Iraq Sports NBA extends television deals for 9 years Trending Maple Syrup Heist Hong Kong protests Iraq crisis Luka Magnotta Ebola outbreak enterovirus D68 Ukraine Retail Wars Sask Association of Optometrists October 6, 2014 5:25 pm Saskatchewan expands vision care for diabetics By Thomas Piller  Global News ; Saskatchewan now provides full coverage for annual eye examinations for all 90,000 residents living with diabetes. Karen Bleier / Getty Images What is this? Sponsored content is written by Global News' editorial staff without any editorial influence by the sponsor. If you'd like to learn more... What is this ? X What is this? Sponsored content is written by Global News' without any editorial influence by the sponsor. If you'd like to learn more... REGINA – Adults living with diabetes in Saskatchewan will benefit from improved access to vision care as the provincial government announced Monday it is now fully covering the cost of annual eye examinations. As of October, coverage was expanded to include residents living with diabetes aged 18 or older. Story continues below Related Stories What does first-ever Diabetes Charter for Canada mean for Sask.? Saskatchewan Party offers to boost insulin pump plan for diabetics “Expanding the coverage to include adults with diabetes is part of our commitment to provide better access to primary health services and patient-centred health care for our residents,” said Dustin Duncan, Saskatchewan’s health minister. This new vision care coverage is part of a new agreement between the ministry and the Saskatchewan Association of Optometrists (SAO). SAO says that prior to Oct. 1, coverage for ocular assessments were only covered when provided by ophthalmologists. This proved to be a financial barrier and now diabetics will be able to access eye care from their family optometrist. “Doctors of optometry will continue to collaborate and communicate with ophthalmologists, family physicians and other health care providers to ensure the best possible patient outcomes for the eye health of our patients,” said Dr. Kevin Woodard, SAO president. The Canadian Diabetes Association (CDA) says it is pleased to see the government’s decision to help prevent vision loss – a possible secondary complication for those living with the disease. “Receiving comprehensive annual eye examinations is essential to catch retinal changes as early as possible and ultimately help preserve vision for the more than 90,000 people living with diabetes in the province,” says Warren Wagner, CDA regional direction for Saskatchewan. CDA says diabetics are more likely to develop cataracts younger and are twice as likely to develop glaucoma. However, diabetic retinopathy is the most common cause of new cases of impaired vision in the country. “By the time someone with diabetic retinopathy notices changes in their vision, the opportunity for prevention has been lost. However, if retinopathy is detected at an early stage, it can be effectively treated with laser therapy,” said Wagner. According to CDA, it is currently estimated that 8.2 per cent of the Saskatchewan population is diagnosed with diabetes and this will rise to 10.9 per cent by 2024. “As our population ages, we can expect an increase in the incidence of diabetic eye disease; therefore, the demand for optometric services will significantly increase,” said Woodard. The estimated cost of covering eye examinations for Saskatchewan diabetics until the end of the agreement in March 2016 is $1.15 million. Report an error Canadian Diabetes Association diabetes diabetic retinopathy Eye Examination Government of Saskatchewan Sask Association of Optometrists sask health Vision Care Thomas Piller Associate Technical Producer Thomas is a Saskatoon boy who started his career fresh out of school with Global News in 2011. More Stories Education Medical students experience practising in rural Saskatchewan Greg Ottenbreit Saskatchewan’s new rural and remote health minister Survey illustrates room for improvement in the health care system How Canada’s top public health officer hopes to transform the country Calls growing for national prescription drug program Comments Popular Now Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released 20224 How does Ebola spread? 5 things you need to know 18659 Accused Madeleine McCann Twitter troll found dead 9985 Ebola: 5 reasons why an outbreak is highly unlikely in Canada 7298 UPDATE: What’s the best, cheapest Canadian cellphone plan out there? 5891 Featured Content Canada Ebola: 5 reasons why an outbreak is highly unlikely in Canada What are the chances of an Ebola outbreak taking off in Canada? It isn’t likely, according to experts. And here are a number of reasons why. Continue reading → Environment Are we in the midst of a mass extinction? There have been 5 mass extinctions — the loss of 75 per cent or more of the world’s species — in Earth’s history. Scientists now believe that we are at the early stages of the sixth. Continue reading → Health Lab-grown penises may soon be ‘ready for testing’ on humans Researchers in North Carolina say penises grown in laboratories could “soon be ready for human testing,” offering hope for men who have had traumatic injuries or penile cancer. Continue reading → Canada Meet Rachel Parent — the teen fighting for GMO labelling in Canada Rachel Parent is a 15-year-old activist. Her goal: mandatory labelling in Canada of all genetically modified organisms, or GMOs that are found as ingredients in food. Continue reading → Canada Abandoned puppies on the mend Twenty hungry, cold and flea-infested puppies found in a Saskatchewan field are now being nursed back to health at Battleford’s Humane Society. Continue reading → Science Everything you need to know about Wednesday’s lunar eclipse On Oct. 8, Canada will be treated to its second lunar eclipse of the year. Find out what you can expect. Continue reading → Canada Can homegrown food win the climate change war? Wondering what’s the single most effective way to combat climate change? Plant a garden. Continue reading → Canada 16×9: An investigation into illegal lumber Timber thieves are stealing wood from the Russian Far East, processing it in China and then shipping it to North America, a 16×9 investigation has found. Continue reading → Highlights Hounds of Parliament: As commuting cyclist and budget watchdog, Frechette must make his presence known Frechette draws a line distinguishing his personality as a cyclist and as the parliamentary budget officer. But surely there’s a parallel between the assertive man he is on a bike and in the role of PBO? Continue reading → Email alerts Sign up for FREE daily Globalnews.ca newsletters and breaking news alerts Email Address National Daily News National Breaking News By clicking on the submit button, I have read, understood and agreed to our privacy policy Twitter Follow globalnews 9 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews UPDATED: Nurse in Spain is 1st #Ebola infection outside West Africa glbn.ca/ClOKv 35 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews USA Swimming suspends #MichaelPhelps for 6 months glbn.ca/ClLU9 pic.twitter.com/nqC3dQ3NhL 35 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews Hillary Clinton: military action against ISIS “critical” and “essential” globalnews.ca/news/1600343/w… #cdnpoli Jump to a Region BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Connect Facebook Twitter Google+ RSS Contact Us Global News About Us Privacy Policy Principles & Practices Terms & Conditions Copyright Shaw Media Advertise Open Data © Shaw Media Inc., 2014. All rights reserved. Follow Follow “Global News” Get every new post delivered to your Inbox. Join 3,820 other followers Powered by WordPress.com Shaw Connect Expand News Entertainment Entertainment Home Celebs Movies TV Music Living Lifestyle Food Home & Living Sports Money Tech Travel Breaktime Autos Watch TV Online All Sites Global Global News Food Network HGTV History Television Showcase Slice DTOUR ET Canada National Geographic Movietime Lifetime H2 DIY Action NG Wild Mystery IFC BBC Deja Vu Twist)
(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/CKNW/status/519203242199494656,CKNW on Twitter: "@kaskadia thanks for the RT. It should be a very interesting discussion driven by the listeners! #oilsands" টুইটার অনুসন্ধান অনুসন্ধান টুইটার খুঁজুন সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ ভাষা : বাংলা. हिन्दी Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন টুইটার-এ নতুন ? আজই যোগদান করুন » সাইন ইন করুন ফোন, ইমেল বা ব্যবহারকারীর নাম পাসওয়ার্ড সাইন ইন আমাকে মনে রাখুন পাসওয়ার্ড ভুলে গেছেন? ইতিমধ্যে আপনি কি টেক্সট বার্তার মাধ্যমে টুইটার ব্যবহার করছেন? Kaskadia ‏ @kaskadia ৪ ঘন্টা RT @CKNW..Hope you'll join us tomorrow @ 4p for #CanadiansTalk #oilsands. Looking for informed opinions! http://bit.ly/1vJCI1w  সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট অনুসরণ অনুসরণ করা কর্মসমূহ:অনুসরণ না করা অবরুদ্ধ অবরোধ মুক্ত মুলতুবি বাতিল CKNW ‏ @CKNW ৩ ঘন্টা @kaskadia thanks for the RT. It should be a very interesting discussion driven by the listeners! #oilsands প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট ১২:১১ অপরাহ্ণ - ৬ অক্টোবর, ২০১৪ CKNW থেকে কোন আপডেট মিস্ করবেন না © 2014 টুইটার সম্বন্ধে সহায়তা বিজ্ঞপ্তি তথ্য বন্ধ মিডিয়াটিকে চিহ্নিত করুন এটি ইতিমধ্যে সংবেদনশীল কন্টেন্ট ধারণকারী হিসাবে চিহ্নিত হয়েছে। পতাকা তুলুন এটি সম্ভাব্যরূপে অবৈধ বিষয়বস্তুর ধারণকারী হিসেবে। সমর্পণ করা বাতিল মিডিয়াকে চিহ্নিত করা সম্পর্কে আরো জানুন খারিজ বন্ধ পূর্ববর্তী পরবর্তী বন্ধ একজন ব্যক্তির প্রোফাইলে যান সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ বন্ধ আপনার অনুসরণকারীদের এই পুনঃটুইটটি পাঠাবেন? বাতিল পুনঃটুইট বন্ধ আপনি কি নিশ্চিত যে এই টুইট মুছে দিতে চান? বাতিল মুছে ফেলুন বন্ধ রোধ করন বাতিল রোধ করন আপনার টুইটসমুহে একটি অবস্থান যুক্ত করুন যখন একটি অবস্থানের সঙ্গে আপনার টুইট করেন, টুইটার সেই অবস্থান সংরক্ষণ করে। প্রত্যেক টুইটের আগে আপনি আপনার অবস্থান চালু / বন্ধ করতে পারেন, এবং যে কোনও সময় আপনি আপনার অবস্থানের ইতিহাস মুছে ফেলতে পারেন। আরো জানুন অবস্থান চালু করুন এখন নয় স্থান বন্ধ করুন বন্ধ প্রোফাইল সারসংক্ষেপ বন্ধ আপনার তালিকাসমূহ বন্ধ একটি নতুন তালিকা তৈরি করুন নাম তালিকা বিবরণ 100 অক্ষরের কম, ঐচ্ছিক তালিকাসমূহ:গোপনীয়তা সাধারণ · যে কেউ এই তালিকা অনুসরণ করতে পারেন ব্যক্তিগত · শুধুমাত্র আপনিই এই তালিকায় প্রবেশ করতে পারবেন তালিকা সংরক্ষণ করুন বন্ধ বন্ধ এই টুইট স্থাপিত কর আপনার নীচের ওয়েবসাইটে কোডটি অনুলিপি দ্বারা এই টুইট যোগ করুন * আরও জানুন হুম, সার্ভারে পৌঁছনোর একটি সমস্যা ছিল। পরে আবার চেষ্টা করবেন? প্রকৃত টুইট অন্তর্ভুক্ত করুন অন্তর্ভুক্ত মিডিয়া প্রাকদর্শন বন্ধ টুইটারে নিবন্ধন করুন টুইটারে নেই? নিবন্ধন করুন, আপনির পছন্দের বিষয়গুলির সাথে যুক্ত হন, এবং তাদের বিষয়ে হালনাগাদ পান। একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন » বন্ধ দুটি উপায় (প্রেরণ এবং গ্রহণ) শর্ট কোড: দেশ কোড গ্রাহকদের জন্য মার্কিন যুক্তরাষ্ট্র 40404 (যে কোন) কানাডা 21212 (যে কোন) যুক্তরাজ্য 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM হাইতি 40404 Digicel, Voila আয়ারল্যান্ড 51210 Vodafone, O2 ভারত 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance ইন্দোনেশিয়া 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » অন্য দেশসমুহের এসএসএস সংক্ষিপ্ত কোড দেখুন বন্ধ নিশ্চিতকরণ)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/contacts.cfm?page=staff&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true,BCTF Contacts Home E-mail Lists Links A to Z Index Contact Us Help SITE SEARCH Quick Links BCTF formsBCTF NewsFrançaisLabour linksPensionsTeacher NewsmagazineTeaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Contact Us > BCTF Staff BCTF Staff Directory Note: Use the area code "604" and prefix "871" with the local number for the direct phone line. Name Local  Dept* E-mail Address Allie A. 1932 ISD benefits@bctf.ca Karen A. 1923 ISD benefits@bctf.ca Lu A. 1955 ISD benefits@bctf.ca Carmela Allevato 1904 LS callevato@bctf.ca Cory Anderson 2190 MR canderson@bctf.ca Virginia Anderson 2202 HR vanderson@bctf.ca Pat Balango 2201 HR pbalango@bctf.ca Mike Barnes 2134 IT mbarnes@bctf.ca Sherri Bell 2105 ACCT sbell@bctf.ca Olga Borissova 2137 IT oborissova@bctf.ca Roger Bortolussi 2212 PROD rbortolussi@bctf.ca Nadia Bove 1835 FSD nbove@bctf.ca Diana Broome 2243 INFO dbroome@bctf.ca Gretchen Brown 1912 LS gbrown@bctf.ca Mary Ellen Bullock 2207 HR mebullock@bctf.ca Whitney Burgess 2113 ADMIN wburgess@bctf.ca Jim Burton 2102 PUR jburton@bctf.ca Linda Byrnes 1926 ISD lbyrnes@bctf.ca Karen Cheung 2192 MR kcheung@bctf.ca Christine Choinski 1873 CCD cchoinski@bctf.ca Victor Choy 1949 ISD vchoy@bctf.ca Lydia Chung 2270 TREAS lchung@bctf.ca Jenn Cole 2230 INFO jcole@bctf.ca Dale Costanzo 2178 GRA dcostanzo@bctf.ca Donna Coulombe 2155 EO dcoulombe@bctf.ca Jeannine Coulombe 2200 HR jalbert@bctf.ca Susan Croll 1877 CCD scroll@bctf.ca Marcus D. 1936 ISD benefits@bctf.ca Lester Dare 2211 PROD ldare@bctf.ca Alison Davies 1823 PSID adavies@bctf.ca Dawna Dodds 2191 MR ddodds@bctf.ca Debbie Durie 2210 PROD ddurie@bctf.ca John Ehinger 1887 FSD jehinger@bctf.ca Joanne Enquist 2130 IT jenquist@bctf.ca Charlotte F. 1934 ISD benefits@bctf.ca Anne Field 2251 RES afield@bctf.ca Kerri Fisher 1905 LS kfisher@bctf.ca Susan Fonseca 1819 FSD sfonseca@bctf.ca Alison G. 1939 ISD benefits@bctf.ca Sasha G. 1924 ISD benefits@bctf.ca Leslie Gallicchio 1801 PSID lgallicchio@bctf.ca Jenny Garrels 1871 PSID jgarrels@bctf.ca Miguel Gomez 2133 IT mgomez@bctf.ca Kim Graham 1903 LS kgraham@bctf.ca Anne Guthrie Warman 1824 FSD aguthriewarman@bctf.ca Doreen H. 1945 ISD benefits@bctf.ca Megan H. 1956 ISD benefits@bctf.ca Melissa H. 1931 ISD benefits@bctf.ca John Hall 2214 PROD jmhall@bctf.ca Glen Hansman 2153 EO ghansman@bctf.ca Lesley Harrington 2241 INFO lharrington@bctf.ca Chris Harris 1935 ISD charris@bctf.ca Kathy Hartman 1842 PSID khartman@bctf.ca Jessie Hayek 1889 FSD jhayek@bctf.ca Sukhi Heir 2116 MAINT sheir@bctf.ca Patrick Henry 1840 FSD phenry@bctf.ca Liz Hines 1900 LS lhines@bctf.ca Richard Hoover 1843 FSD rhoover@bctf.ca Michele Hope 1860 PSID mhope@bctf.ca Cecilia Huard de la Marre 1869 PSID chuarddelamarre@bctf.ca Jim Iker 2152 EO jiker@bctf.ca Michael Infante 2104 ACCT mifante@bctf.ca Luis Isidoro 2176 GRA lisidoro@bctf.ca Dan Johnston 2109 ACCT djohnston@bctf.ca Sheila Jones 2222 TREAS sjones@bctf.ca Doug Kearney 1810 FSD dkearney@bctf.ca Ritchie Kendrick 1838 FSD rkendrick@bctf.ca Michael Kimmis 1957 ISD mkimmis@bctf.ca Nancy Knickerbocker 1872 CCD nknickerbocker@bctf.ca Larry Kuehn 2255 RES lkuehn@bctf.ca Karin Lai 1902 LS klai@bctf.ca Sarbrinder Lalli 1890 ISD slalli@bctf.ca Thom Learmonth 2116 MAINT tlearmonth@bctf.ca Belva Lee 2221 PUR blee@bctf.ca Kevin Lee 2115 ADMIN klee@bctf.ca Kim Leslie 1958 ISD kleslie@bctf.ca Wendy Leslie 1814 PSID wleslie@bctf.ca Margret Li 2143 IT mli@bctf.ca Miranda Light 1807 PSID mlight@bctf.ca Charlie Locke 2138 IT clocke@bctf.ca Carman M. 1946 ISD benefits@bctf.ca Erin M. 1930 ISD benefits@bctf.ca Diane MacDonald 1815 LS dmacdonald@bctf.ca Moira Mackenzie 2156 EO mmackenzie@bctf.ca Elizabeth Maguire 1892 ISD emaguire@bctf.ca Mary McClure 1878 CCD mmcclure@bctf.ca Jack McDermot 1883 CCD jmacdermot@bctf.ca Jean McDermott 2101 ACCT jmcdermott@bctf.ca Teri Mooring 2159 EO tmooring@bctf.ca Charlie Naylor 2254 RES cnaylor@bctf.ca Janice Neden 1845 PSID jneden@bctf.ca Marianne Neill 1839 FSD mneill@bctf.ca Ken Newman 0 ADMIN knewman@bctf.ca Emily O'Neill 2244 INFO eoneill@bctf.ca Debbie Orban 2150 EO dorban@bctf.ca Diane Osborn 2106 ACCT dosborn@bctf.ca Rich Overgaard 1881 CCD rovergaard@bctf.ca Sarah P. 1937 ISD benefits@bctf.ca Kathy Powell 2220 PUR kpowell@bctf.ca Barb Preus 1831 FSD bpreus@bctf.ca Megan Pyves 2193 MR mpyves@bctf.ca Bonnie Quan Symons 1857 PSID bquansymons@bctf.ca Akash Rattan 2271 TREAS arattan@bctf.ca Kerry Richardson 1812 FSD krichardson@bctf.ca Liz Robinson 1901 LS lrobinson@bctf.ca Karen Rojem 2242 INFO krojem@bctf.ca Susan Ruzic 1850 PSID sruzic@bctf.ca Kerry S. 1948 ISD benefits@bctf.ca Lauri S. 1927 ISD benefits@bctf.ca Louise S. 1816 PSID benefits@bctf.ca Gloria Saggo 1867 PSID gsaggo@bctf.ca Dennis Shaw 1944 ISD dshaw@bctf.ca Kelly Shields 1879 PSID kshields@bctf.ca Marion Shukin 1804 PSID mshukin@bctf.ca Joel Siverson 2131 IT jsiverson@bctf.ca Kathleen Smith 1876 CCD ksmith@bctf.ca Jennifer Sowerby 2177 GRA jsowerby@bctf.ca David Stange 2232 INFO dstange@bctf.ca Karen Steel 2175 GRA ksteel@bctf.ca Michele Steele 1802 PSID msteele@bctf.ca Christine Stewart 1849 PSID cstewart@bctf.ca Gail Stromquist 1854 PSID gstromquist@bctf.ca Vanessa Terrell 1851 CCD vterrell@bctf.ca Kathleen Thomson 1821 FSD kthomson@bctf.ca Marie-Claude Tremblay 1844 PSID mctremblay@bctf.ca Patti Turner 1803 PSID pturner@bctf.ca Jolanta Vaitekonyte 2250 RES jvaitekonyte@bctf.ca Peter Valbonesi 2141 IT pvalbonesi@bctf.ca Brad Veitch 2140 IT bveitch@bctf.ca Calum W. 1938 ISD benefits@bctf.ca Larry W. 1928 ISD benefits@bctf.ca John Wadge 1837 FSD jwadge@bctf.ca Darlene Waggett 1846 FSD dwaggett@bctf.ca Una Walsh 2203 HR uwalsh@bctf.ca Verna Warner 2151 EO vwarner@bctf.ca Honor Wells 2107 ACCT hwells@bctf.ca Lise West 1870 CCD lwest@bctf.ca Margaret White 2252 RES mwhite@bctf.ca Drusilla Wilson 1925 ISD dwilson@bctf.ca Mike Wisla 1891 ISD mwisla@bctf.ca Sarah Young 1806 PSID syoung@bctf.ca *Department Legend ACCT:  Accounting ADMIN:  Administrative Services CAPS:  Collective Agreement & Protective Services CCD:  Communications Campaigns EO:  Executive Offices FSD:  Field Service GRA:  Graphics H&S:  Health & Safety/ISD H&W:  Health & Wellness/ISD HR:  Human Resources INFO:  Information Services ISD:  Income Security IT:  Information Technology LS:  Legal Services MAINT:  Maintenance MR:  Member Records PROD:  Production PSID:  PSID PUR:  Purchasing RES:  Research RTA:  Retired Teachers' Assn SEPF:  SEPF TREAS:  Treasurer's Office About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy Close Window Print Page   BCTF Staff Directory Note: Use the area code "604" and prefix "871" with the local number for the direct phone line. Name Local  Dept* E-mail Address Allie A. 1932 ISD benefits@bctf.ca Karen A. 1923 ISD benefits@bctf.ca Lu A. 1955 ISD benefits@bctf.ca Carmela Allevato 1904 LS callevato@bctf.ca Cory Anderson 2190 MR canderson@bctf.ca Virginia Anderson 2202 HR vanderson@bctf.ca Pat Balango 2201 HR pbalango@bctf.ca Mike Barnes 2134 IT mbarnes@bctf.ca Sherri Bell 2105 ACCT sbell@bctf.ca Olga Borissova 2137 IT oborissova@bctf.ca Roger Bortolussi 2212 PROD rbortolussi@bctf.ca Nadia Bove 1835 FSD nbove@bctf.ca Diana Broome 2243 INFO dbroome@bctf.ca Gretchen Brown 1912 LS gbrown@bctf.ca Mary Ellen Bullock 2207 HR mebullock@bctf.ca Whitney Burgess 2113 ADMIN wburgess@bctf.ca Jim Burton 2102 PUR jburton@bctf.ca Linda Byrnes 1926 ISD lbyrnes@bctf.ca Karen Cheung 2192 MR kcheung@bctf.ca Christine Choinski 1873 CCD cchoinski@bctf.ca Victor Choy 1949 ISD vchoy@bctf.ca Lydia Chung 2270 TREAS lchung@bctf.ca Jenn Cole 2230 INFO jcole@bctf.ca Dale Costanzo 2178 GRA dcostanzo@bctf.ca Donna Coulombe 2155 EO dcoulombe@bctf.ca Jeannine Coulombe 2200 HR jalbert@bctf.ca Susan Croll 1877 CCD scroll@bctf.ca Marcus D. 1936 ISD benefits@bctf.ca Lester Dare 2211 PROD ldare@bctf.ca Alison Davies 1823 PSID adavies@bctf.ca Dawna Dodds 2191 MR ddodds@bctf.ca Debbie Durie 2210 PROD ddurie@bctf.ca John Ehinger 1887 FSD jehinger@bctf.ca Joanne Enquist 2130 IT jenquist@bctf.ca Charlotte F. 1934 ISD benefits@bctf.ca Anne Field 2251 RES afield@bctf.ca Kerri Fisher 1905 LS kfisher@bctf.ca Susan Fonseca 1819 FSD sfonseca@bctf.ca Alison G. 1939 ISD benefits@bctf.ca Sasha G. 1924 ISD benefits@bctf.ca Leslie Gallicchio 1801 PSID lgallicchio@bctf.ca Jenny Garrels 1871 PSID jgarrels@bctf.ca Miguel Gomez 2133 IT mgomez@bctf.ca Kim Graham 1903 LS kgraham@bctf.ca Anne Guthrie Warman 1824 FSD aguthriewarman@bctf.ca Doreen H. 1945 ISD benefits@bctf.ca Megan H. 1956 ISD benefits@bctf.ca Melissa H. 1931 ISD benefits@bctf.ca John Hall 2214 PROD jmhall@bctf.ca Glen Hansman 2153 EO ghansman@bctf.ca Lesley Harrington 2241 INFO lharrington@bctf.ca Chris Harris 1935 ISD charris@bctf.ca Kathy Hartman 1842 PSID khartman@bctf.ca Jessie Hayek 1889 FSD jhayek@bctf.ca Sukhi Heir 2116 MAINT sheir@bctf.ca Patrick Henry 1840 FSD phenry@bctf.ca Liz Hines 1900 LS lhines@bctf.ca Richard Hoover 1843 FSD rhoover@bctf.ca Michele Hope 1860 PSID mhope@bctf.ca Cecilia Huard de la Marre 1869 PSID chuarddelamarre@bctf.ca Jim Iker 2152 EO jiker@bctf.ca Michael Infante 2104 ACCT mifante@bctf.ca Luis Isidoro 2176 GRA lisidoro@bctf.ca Dan Johnston 2109 ACCT djohnston@bctf.ca Sheila Jones 2222 TREAS sjones@bctf.ca Doug Kearney 1810 FSD dkearney@bctf.ca Ritchie Kendrick 1838 FSD rkendrick@bctf.ca Michael Kimmis 1957 ISD mkimmis@bctf.ca Nancy Knickerbocker 1872 CCD nknickerbocker@bctf.ca Larry Kuehn 2255 RES lkuehn@bctf.ca Karin Lai 1902 LS klai@bctf.ca Sarbrinder Lalli 1890 ISD slalli@bctf.ca Thom Learmonth 2116 MAINT tlearmonth@bctf.ca Belva Lee 2221 PUR blee@bctf.ca Kevin Lee 2115 ADMIN klee@bctf.ca Kim Leslie 1958 ISD kleslie@bctf.ca Wendy Leslie 1814 PSID wleslie@bctf.ca Margret Li 2143 IT mli@bctf.ca Miranda Light 1807 PSID mlight@bctf.ca Charlie Locke 2138 IT clocke@bctf.ca Carman M. 1946 ISD benefits@bctf.ca Erin M. 1930 ISD benefits@bctf.ca Diane MacDonald 1815 LS dmacdonald@bctf.ca Moira Mackenzie 2156 EO mmackenzie@bctf.ca Elizabeth Maguire 1892 ISD emaguire@bctf.ca Mary McClure 1878 CCD mmcclure@bctf.ca Jack McDermot 1883 CCD jmacdermot@bctf.ca Jean McDermott 2101 ACCT jmcdermott@bctf.ca Teri Mooring 2159 EO tmooring@bctf.ca Charlie Naylor 2254 RES cnaylor@bctf.ca Janice Neden 1845 PSID jneden@bctf.ca Marianne Neill 1839 FSD mneill@bctf.ca Ken Newman 0 ADMIN knewman@bctf.ca Emily O'Neill 2244 INFO eoneill@bctf.ca Debbie Orban 2150 EO dorban@bctf.ca Diane Osborn 2106 ACCT dosborn@bctf.ca Rich Overgaard 1881 CCD rovergaard@bctf.ca Sarah P. 1937 ISD benefits@bctf.ca Kathy Powell 2220 PUR kpowell@bctf.ca Barb Preus 1831 FSD bpreus@bctf.ca Megan Pyves 2193 MR mpyves@bctf.ca Bonnie Quan Symons 1857 PSID bquansymons@bctf.ca Akash Rattan 2271 TREAS arattan@bctf.ca Kerry Richardson 1812 FSD krichardson@bctf.ca Liz Robinson 1901 LS lrobinson@bctf.ca Karen Rojem 2242 INFO krojem@bctf.ca Susan Ruzic 1850 PSID sruzic@bctf.ca Kerry S. 1948 ISD benefits@bctf.ca Lauri S. 1927 ISD benefits@bctf.ca Louise S. 1816 PSID benefits@bctf.ca Gloria Saggo 1867 PSID gsaggo@bctf.ca Dennis Shaw 1944 ISD dshaw@bctf.ca Kelly Shields 1879 PSID kshields@bctf.ca Marion Shukin 1804 PSID mshukin@bctf.ca Joel Siverson 2131 IT jsiverson@bctf.ca Kathleen Smith 1876 CCD ksmith@bctf.ca Jennifer Sowerby 2177 GRA jsowerby@bctf.ca David Stange 2232 INFO dstange@bctf.ca Karen Steel 2175 GRA ksteel@bctf.ca Michele Steele 1802 PSID msteele@bctf.ca Christine Stewart 1849 PSID cstewart@bctf.ca Gail Stromquist 1854 PSID gstromquist@bctf.ca Vanessa Terrell 1851 CCD vterrell@bctf.ca Kathleen Thomson 1821 FSD kthomson@bctf.ca Marie-Claude Tremblay 1844 PSID mctremblay@bctf.ca Patti Turner 1803 PSID pturner@bctf.ca Jolanta Vaitekonyte 2250 RES jvaitekonyte@bctf.ca Peter Valbonesi 2141 IT pvalbonesi@bctf.ca Brad Veitch 2140 IT bveitch@bctf.ca Calum W. 1938 ISD benefits@bctf.ca Larry W. 1928 ISD benefits@bctf.ca John Wadge 1837 FSD jwadge@bctf.ca Darlene Waggett 1846 FSD dwaggett@bctf.ca Una Walsh 2203 HR uwalsh@bctf.ca Verna Warner 2151 EO vwarner@bctf.ca Honor Wells 2107 ACCT hwells@bctf.ca Lise West 1870 CCD lwest@bctf.ca Margaret White 2252 RES mwhite@bctf.ca Drusilla Wilson 1925 ISD dwilson@bctf.ca Mike Wisla 1891 ISD mwisla@bctf.ca Sarah Young 1806 PSID syoung@bctf.ca *Department Legend ACCT:  Accounting ADMIN:  Administrative Services CAPS:  Collective Agreement & Protective Services CCD:  Communications Campaigns EO:  Executive Offices FSD:  Field Service GRA:  Graphics H&S:  Health & Safety/ISD H&W:  Health & Wellness/ISD HR:  Human Resources INFO:  Information Services ISD:  Income Security IT:  Information Technology LS:  Legal Services MAINT:  Maintenance MR:  Member Records PROD:  Production PSID:  PSID PUR:  Purchasing RES:  Research RTA:  Retired Teachers' Assn SEPF:  SEPF TREAS:  Treasurer's Office)
(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2013/02/saying-it-like-it-is-exposing-premiers.html?showComment=1361862272712,Staffroom Confidential: Saying it like it is - Exposing the Premier's Technology Council on #bced Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Monday, February 25, 2013 Saying it like it is - Exposing the Premier's Technology Council on #bced What do teachers do? What should teachers do? Who should decide? These are some of the questions both posed and answered in the new BC Education Plan and now, thoughtfully examined, by Cory (Tobey) Steeves, a Vancouver teacher. Steeves' work is available online here: https://circle.ubc.ca/handle/2429/43675 In  (De/Re)-Constructing tachers and their work: A Discourse analysis of British Columbia's 21st-century policy, Steeves looks beyond the obvious to uncover some of the "problems" with 21st-century learning. His focus is on British Columbia, and he uses the Premier's Technology Council (PTC) report, A Vision for 21st Century Education as a basis for identifying underlying themes. In the process, he exposes aspects of the agenda to reformulate what teachers do and who controls what they do. Steeves situates his work in the company of other education theorists who have described the impacts of corporate education reform on what teachers do and who tells them what to do. He uses a discourse analysis to "problematize" these components of the 21st-century agenda. To do this, he looks at certain textual features of the report and identifies elements that match the "learnification" and "accountingization" of education. "Learnification" is a fancy word for reducing the process of education to just learning. This has the effect of simplifying all educational processes to a singular narrow focus - the outcome of what has been learned. Anyone living in our test obsessed culture can identify with this. For example, this can be teaching to the test so the student will do well on the test. But more generally, it is the process of narrowing not just the curriculum, but all aspects of eduacating, into only what is to be learned. Of course missing then is relationships and socializing, the role of teachers' professional judgement, and a role for society to articulate what education is and is for. "Accountingization" is also a fancy word more easily described: turning teaching into an activity whose every component part can be itemized, counted and judged. Similar to learnification, the net effect is to influence what teachers do (teach what can be counted) and how they do it (judge them on student test results). Using this conceptual framework, Steeves goes on to the look at the language used (or not used) in the PTC report. Steeves locates the document within a genre of "management talk" - a perfectly apt description.  By considering some of the language use, Steeves then goes on to identify "managerialist features" in the text, such as this one - a word cloud showing the use of modal verbs: As he articulates: "the overwhelming emphasis given to "will", "must", and "should" suggest a willingness to determine the roles and vlues of others." It is a bit of a tough read (I will candidly admit that anything with the word "discourse" in the title usually ends up back on the shelf in my household), but his conclusions and motivation made it worth the wade through some unfamiliar territory. I certainly agree that one aspect of the #bcedplan is that "transnational technology corporations become mingled with the values of teachers, and 'good teaching' is re-imagined as a vehicle for constructing a knowledge-based economy." I found the emphasis on teaching and teachers was a unique lens to approach this topic. While I typically start from the profit-making intent of technology companies and the incompatibility of this with genuine education (which I equate with human well being, first and foremost), Steeves looks at the same topic through the view of what teachers do and who tells them, and this is refreshing and important. To this end, despite our theoretical differences, I found myself hopeful that I was one of the "friends" in mind in his dedication: "I dedicate this work to the friends of the commons and the defenders of a more democratic otherwise: May it bring you tools for play-and battle." And since I haven't said it before, to all you readers, friends, fellow activists out there, that is my dedication too. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 10:35 AM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 6 comments: D. BjornsonFebruary 25, 2013 at 10:22 PM As I only have time to follow a few people on Twitter, I do value both your and Toby's commentary on the 21C Learning. Thank you both for educating and validating me, as I try to make sense of the apparent New World Order. Question: When will the lens of the PARENT be critically used to dissect 21C Learning? I was at the Vancouver Island Parent Conference this weekend and thought to ask Gabor Mate about his thoughts on the subject matter. If you are familiar with his work, as I am now becoming, it should not come to any surprise that he views any sort of learning that weakens a student's adult attachments as not one that should be promoted! He made it very clear that the move towards online learning will lead to increased peer attachment/weakened parent attachment. Coorporate profits and learnified classrooms aside, I do not want to send my kids to more screen time and less adult human interaction time,PERIOD! They are surrounded by their peers for enough hours of the day-- how are we to provide guidance and true life skills, if they are in cyberspace for over 8 hours a day? The BCED Plan has completely dropped the ball, in my opinion. Government had an opportunity to enhance the system-- instead, they decided to turn it on it's head. (Potentially, good news for Victoria district, though... It will have my 2 kids commuting from Langford each day to attend a high school that is Teacher-centred; should Royal Bay be the only option for French Immersion.)ReplyDelete Replies TobeyFebruary 25, 2013 at 11:04 PM Hi D. Bjornson, I absolutely agree that the role of the parent in 21CL policy is also worthy of analysis. In early drafts of my thesis I looked at constructions of teachers, parents, and students - but this was far too much for a MA thesis and my committee urged me to pick one construct to focus on. With that said, I can say that the PTC's doc constructs parents as rational consumers - shopping for learning like they might shop for a new TV, or a new condo. In addition, parents were constructed as paranoid, dependent on quantifications of their child's worth and relative competitiveness. Anyway, the parent angle is, again, well worth further analysis, and I do hope that others are encouraged to take up a ball and run.Delete Tara EhrckeFebruary 26, 2013 at 7:44 AM Hi Dana, Yes - I'd have to agree with Tobey above that the dominant role for parents in 21st CL is as "shoppers" for schools - hence the Fraser Institute reports, etc. This is particularly problematic as it has the effect of stratifying children based on socio-economic status. Just as private schools are only available to those who can afford them, so programs of choice are inhabited by the children of parents who stand in line, drive their kids across town, and otherwise have the "social capital" to end up savvy enough to live in the right community, seek out the programs and help their kids apply. There is a great article about this I've been meaning to send you by Alfie Kohn: It's called "Only for My Kid"... http://www.alfiekohn.org/teaching/ofmk.htmDelete Tara EhrckeFebruary 26, 2013 at 7:55 AM On the technology piece I totally agree. Interestingly, this relates to the class issue vis a vis parents. Dumbed down, online tech schools are basically for working class kids to do working class jobs. Same goes for kids who can "fill in the bubble". They don't need to be able to think, and if they can, that is just a threat to the social order. Have a look at New York schools - they have them all - tech free for the upper middle class creative types, high tech high for the high achieving upper middle class parents who want their kids to be engineers, career college type high schools for those in the middle, and blended/online learning factories for the poor. Interestingly, I don't think that private schools in BC will change much as a result of the #bcedplan, and no doubt that is where the Christy Clark's of the province will continue to have their children educated. Nope, the Royal Bays will be for the growing working class neighborhoods like Langford and the children who live there.Delete Reply AnonymousFebruary 25, 2013 at 10:46 PM It almost feels like we're living in a communist or fascist state, except that our BCed plan is not driven by ideology, but by corporate profits. ReplyDelete TobeyFebruary 25, 2013 at 10:56 PM Hi Tara, I'm very glad to hear you found my thesis worth the effort to "wade through some unfamiliar territory". I assume that if it were more familiar territory, maybe it would've taken less work to research + write. ;) The stress given to 'good teachers' and 'good teaching' in education policies was necessary for highlighting the importance of a democratic politics of authority. That is, if policies were enacted /with/ teachers - not /for/ or /on/ them - I assume that it would be possible to find a more cooperative way forward. Beyond this point, as you note, an underlying intention of the thesis is to offer "friends of the commons" with tools to be put into use. Simply put, my agenda here was to help fuel teachers' critical engagements with education policies. In this spirit, I hope that, in some small way, you are able to put it to work in your advocacy for public education in BC.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ▼  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ▼  February (3) Saying it like it is - Exposing the Premier's Tech... #c21summit13 - More 21st century learning inc. The most important "choice" - the neighborhood sch... ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "#FunFriday Fact: #BC has the highest small business employment in Canada. October is Small Business Month! Check out: http://t.co/20bcLmlvFP" @bcliberals - 03:55pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141007,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/bctf/status/473499100701138946,BCTF on Twitter: ".@bcfed's Jim Sinclair, @bctf's Jim Iker, and @canadianlabour's @hassan_yussuff at Richmond teachers' rally.  http://t.co/WMBqu5cpJ0 #canlab" Twitter Search query Search Twitter Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Language: English Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Have an account? Sign in New to Twitter? Join Today » Sign In Phone, email or username Password Sign in Remember me Forgot password? Already using Twitter via text message? Follow Following Unfollow Blocked Unblock Pending Cancel BCTF ‏ @bctf Jun 2 . @bcfed's Jim Sinclair, @bctf's Jim Iker, and @canadianlabour's @hassan_yussuff at Richmond teachers' rally. pic.twitter.com/WMBqu5cpJ0 #canlab Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Retweets 27 Favorites 10 9:19 AM - 2 Jun 2014 Hugh Cullinan ‏ @cupeboy Jun 3 @bctf @bcfed @CanadianLabour @hassan_yussuff CUPE 454 Delta Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Justin Maller ‏ @jejcmall Jun 5 @bctf @bcfed @CanadianLabour @hassan_yussuff we are one but silently where is the BCFED in all this. Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Don’t miss any updates from BCTF © 2014 Twitter About Help Ads info Close Flag this media This has already been marked as containing sensitive content. Flag this as containing potentially illegal content. Submit Cancel Learn more about flagging media Dismiss Close Previous Next Close Go to a person's profile Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Close Retweet this to your followers? Cancel Retweet Close Are you sure you want to delete this Tweet? Cancel Delete Close Block Cancel Block Add a location to your Tweets When you tweet with a location, Twitter stores that location. You can switch location on/off before each Tweet and always have the option to delete your location history. Learn more Turn location on Not now Turn off location Close Profile summary Close Your lists Close Create a new list List name Description Under 100 characters, optional Privacy Public · Anyone can follow this list Private · Only you can access this list Save list Close Close Embed this Tweet Add this Tweet to your website by copying the code below. Learn more Hmm, there was a problem reaching the server. Try again? Include parent Tweet Include media Preview Close Sign up for Twitter Not on Twitter? Sign up, tune into the things you care about, and get updates as they happen. Have an account? Sign in » Close Two-way (sending and receiving) short codes: Country Code For customers of United States 40404 (any) Canada 21212 (any) United Kingdom 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM Haiti 40404 Digicel, Voila Ireland 51210 Vodafone, O2 India 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Indonesia 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » See SMS short codes for other countries Close Confirmation)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/01/should-bc-teachers-get-salary-increase.html,Staffroom Confidential: Should BC teachers get a salary increase? Myths & Realities Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Saturday, January 7, 2012 Should BC teachers get a salary increase? Myths & Realities NOTE: There is an updated version of this post for those of you reading it in 2014! BC teachers are in contract negotiations asking for a fair deal. What do we mean by fair exactly? Teachers would like improvements in three areas: class size/composition, salary and benefits, and changes to the bargaining structure. As far as class size, we want only what was taken in 2002. We want the government to go back to the class sizes in place at that time and restore the funding so Boards can achieve this. For bargaining, we want to negotiate more items locally with our elected Boards. This facilitates diversity, community involvement, and local programs and solutions. It is not a cost item and is how teachers used to negotiate in the 1990's - very successfully. For salary and benefits, teachers want to "keep up" and "catch up". What do we mean by that? We want to keep up with inflation, and we want to catch up with Canadians in other provinces. Teachers in BC now rank 8th in salaries across Canada, despite the fact that our cost of living is one of the highest and that BC weathered the recession better than most other provinces. BC has been out of recession since 2010 and is forecasting moderate growth for the next year. Unfortunately, the government's position has and continues to be 'net zero'. The government claims that taxpayers cannot afford increases to public sector wages and that wages must remain flat because the government is running a deficit. Do these arguments make sense? Are they justified? Or should teachers receive a wage increase? Here are my answers to these questions. Myth #1: Teachers should not get a wage increase because of the government deficit Reality #1: There was no deficit when the Liberals took power in 2001. Through a series of income tax cuts and corporate tax cuts, the Liberals went from a surplus to a deficit. Yes, the recession of 2009 impacted government revenues. But not as much as tax cuts have. Moreover, the government has found plenty of money for spending when it feels the spending is a priority. There was money for the BC Place roof ($500 million). There was money for the Olympics (over $1 billion). There was money for smart meters ($900 million). There was money for new government network systems ($1.2 billion to Telus). There seems to be plenty of money for the CEO's of crown corporations like BC Ferries (David Hahn's pension value - over $10 million). The fact is that the government is using the deficit that it created as an excuse to take money away from public services and the people who provide them. The money is there. It is a matter of priorities. It is simply unfair to make one group of workers pay for a deficit created by tax cuts to other people and corporations. Private sector workers are seeing increases. Other public sector workers are seeing increases (for example, Vancouver police with 8.8% over 33 months). Why should one group be singled out? Moreover how is it fair to make middle income earners pay for tax cuts that disproportionately benefited the wealthy and corporations? It just isn't. Myth #2: The 'net zero' wage freeze is fair because it impacts all public sector workers Reality #2: Only those workers covered by the Public Sector Employer's Council are impacted, and that does not include all public sector workers. Fire fighters are not under 'net zero'. Police are not under 'net zero'. Even school Superintendents are not under 'net zero'. Nurses are not under 'net zero' because they negotiated in 2009, supposedly before the 'net zero' mandate was implemented, but certainly at the height of the recession. How is it fair that these workers can negotiate increases and other workers can't? Myth #3: BC teachers already have high salaries Reality #3: After five years of university training, BC teachers begin with a wage in the low $40's, if they are full time. Many teachers only get part time work for the first 3-5 years of their career. It takes ten years of full time work to reach the maximum salary, which is about $75,000 for most teachers. BC teachers rank 8th in Canada compared to teachers in other provinces. A teacher in BC earns on average $20,000 less than a comparably experienced teacher in Alberta and $15,000 less than one in Ontario. Yet BC has the highest cost of living and the highest housing prices in the country (http://www.theprovince.com/business/City+house+prices+continue+ascent/5943834/story.html). Myth #4: 'Net zero' isn't a pay cut, so it is fair Reality #4: In September, when the new school year began, year over year inflation was at 3.2% according to the Consumer Price Index. When teachers got their first paycheque of the year, they had 3.2% less buying power. This is what matters. This January, teachers, along with other workers, will see increases to their CPP payments, their EI premiums, and their MSP premiums. Many contracts have automatic cost of living increases, but ours does not. Without any increase, teachers will fall behind. Myth #5: Teachers are asking for too much Reality #5: Teachers want to keep up with inflation. Teachers want to catch up with their colleagues in other provinces. Teachers took four years of zero increases since 1998. Teachers traded salary for smaller class sizes and those class size provisions were later eliminated. It is perfectly reasonable to ask for cost of living increases and wage adjustments to catch up with our Canadian colleagues. Myth #6: Teachers are asking for $2 billion Reality #6: The true number is probably many times less. BCPSEA (the employer) made many erroneous assumptions in order to come up with a hyper-inflated costing number. For example, they assumed that every single teacher would take their full bereavement leave entitlement every single year. In fact, teachers often take bereavement leave once or twice a decade or once or twice in their whole career. They assumed every teacher would take extra sick days if they were available. In fact, we know from Statistics Canada that teachers take an average of 7.7 days per year which is already less than their entitlement, so increased entitlement would only be used by a small percentage of teachers who become very ill. The assumptions used by BCPSEA were unrealistic and result in highly inflated costing estimates. They are not justified and do not reflect the true cost of the proposals teachers have put forward. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 4:17 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 25 comments: AnonymousJanuary 8, 2012 at 10:00 AM Thank you for this post. I think it should be sent as "letter to the editor" to newspapers in major cities in BC to inform those who see government figures or reports and take it as truth without questioning it. Well done!ReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 8, 2012 at 1:11 PM Excellent summary of our situation. "Even school Superintendents are not under 'net zero"; SD59 Superintendant sent a letter to parents saying gross modo that we were (teachers) selfish and without social empathy toward public sector for not swallowing the "net zero" !ReplyDelete Donna in BurnabyJanuary 8, 2012 at 7:45 PM Thank you!ReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 8, 2012 at 9:09 PM Well I have come from Alberta and previous Ontario and Your teacher need to better then other provinces. You are way behind Alberta in education. My daughter in October of her grade one year knows more then mine son has in his second year at a BC school. You need to fix something in your school system because you are falling behind. In the 2 and half years my daughter has been in the BC school system she is at the same reading, writing and math. I know why people homeschool and put their kids in the private school system, the public is so broken it can't complete with the rest of Canada.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousJanuary 17, 2012 at 6:50 PM How can you tell if your children are at the same level when you cannot spell, use appropriate grammar or form a proper sentence????Delete AnonymousJanuary 26, 2012 at 8:21 PM Teachers cannot be held solely responsible for your child's lack of progress. It would appear as though you could benefit from some additional education. Where were you educated? I agree with Anonymous, learn to spell and form a proper sentence before giving your opinion on the state of education. Thanks for wasting even more of my prep time on your uneducated and ignorant point of view.Delete AnonymousFebruary 29, 2012 at 5:25 PM Wow - I think that the original author has a legitimate complaint. I have a graduate degree and I completely agree that the level of education my children have received in the public school system is deplorable. AND REALLY - if someone is illiterate or unable to formulate a sentence correctly on a blog post does that mean that his/her child does not deserve a proper education! GIVE ME A BREAK - and please refrain from making personal attacks on people who voice a contrary opinion. It only demonstrates your small mindedness.Delete Reply AnonymousJanuary 8, 2012 at 10:28 PM I think you mean: I came from Alberta and previously Ontario, and teachers in BC need to teach better than other provinces. You are much behind Alberta in terms of education. My daughter knew more in October of her grade one year than my son, who was in his second year enrolled at a BC school. You need to fix features of your school system, because you are falling behind. In the two and half years my daughter has been enrolled in the BC school system, she has remained at the same level of reading, writing and math. I now know why people homeschool their children and enroll their kids in the private school system. The public system is so broken that it can no longer complete with the rest of Canada. - A BC public school teacherReplyDelete Replies AnonymousJanuary 23, 2012 at 12:55 PM I think you mean "compete" not complete. And you're a teacher?Delete AnonymousJanuary 25, 2012 at 7:10 PM Wow. How petty. An entire paragraph is corrected with one spelling error in the final sentence and you decide to focus on it as being the "issue with teachers". What has our society come to? Signed a Fellow BC TeacherDelete AnonymousFebruary 11, 2012 at 7:19 PM I taught in Ontario before moving to BC to teach and I don't see a whole lot of difference. There are good and bad teachers in both places. In fact, BC has stricter education requirements, I had to go back to get a few more undergrad courses.Delete Reply AnonymousJanuary 9, 2012 at 7:24 AM I live in SD 59 and the letter the superintendent sent home did not say that teachers were "selfish or without social empathy." ~ParentReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 9, 2012 at 1:58 PM Quote: From superintendent SD#59: "...With regard to the strike, some of the confusing information parents are receiving sounds like the teacher's strike is about the size and composition of classes, or the resources that are available for students with special needs. That is not true. The issues around class size and resourcing have been separate and are "NOT" part of the bargaining. The full focus of the BCTF strike demands is about wages and benefits that are approaching a price tag of 3 billion dollars. That is a 75% increase, at a time in the economy that the Province has told all union the overall settlement of their bargaining cannot increase cost to the Province. Moreover, 3/4 of the public unions have settled contracts under those rules." These 2 paragraphs speak by themselves about how teachers are perceived by the superintendent.ReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 9, 2012 at 2:01 PM http://www.pssg.gov.bc.ca/psec/disclosure/disclosure10-11.htmReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 10, 2012 at 8:51 AM Please send this wonderful article to a newspaper so some of the nasty myths can be dispelled. Awesome job!ReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 25, 2012 at 4:52 PM A great letter... I agree that this should be sent to every newspaper in B.C. as well as made into an infomercial on t.v. Why wait for an election?ReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 26, 2012 at 4:23 PM Myth #7: Teachers are the only workers affected by "net zero". Reality #7: Over 16,000 members of HSA (Health Sciences Association of BC) have been crippled by the "net zero" policy. Wages for HSA members in BC are upwards of 8$ an hour less than other provinces in Canada. The last contract forced upon HSA members was highlighted by a 0% wage increase, and a loss of 1 vacation day per year. So no, teachers, you are NOT the only group of workers being forced to pay for corporate tax cuts. Were you there to support other public sector employees last year when they were trying to fight "net zero"? I didn't think so.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousJanuary 26, 2012 at 8:22 PM Agreed! I am in HSA, and sorry, but I can't support these demands by the teachers. Frustrating to me to see the 'it's not fair' comments. Sounds like children. Life isn't fair, we are a country and province in serious financial difficulty. Cuts need to be made. I absolutely support putting money into increasing numbers of teachers, and adding support teachers and SEAs . If I want to make more money, I could move to Alberta and earn $8-10 more an hour too, giving me a significant raise but I choose to live here. It's always greener on the other side, and everyone thinks they are the ones hard done by. I work 37.5 hours a week, but actually in my office 40-42 hours and I don't get overtime pay. I choose to do it because I love my job and want to do the best I can for my patients. I take classes and go to workshops to enhance my job, on my own time and I pay for it myself. I use my vacation days to attend work related conferences. HSA's contract is also set to expire and we already had 0% wage last contract. I'm not expecting any better this time around. That's life, it's not always fair. I just appreciate that I have a job that I love that pays a decent wage ( which is slightly less than a teachers wage). Maybe there are just a whole lot of teachers with very little personal job satisfaction.Delete KarenFebruary 17, 2012 at 10:15 AM Job satisfaction! Try keeping 30 students at the edge of their seats for 5 hours a day, daily!! Attend meetings(special needs, counseling-requested meetings, parent-requested meetings, department meetings, staff meetings, Health and safety meetings,etc.) mark, prepare, field phone calls, supervise, prepare report cards, participate in extra-curricular activities,answer student concerns after classes; type/prepare/photocopy learning /testing materials for students (no secretarial time for us!); mentor, clean our boards, put up our chairs, manage the learning materials in our classrooms (put away the books, clean the lab equip. fix the musical instruments, organize the gym equip., ensure safety in the woodworking/auto and metal shops etc.), put up display boards, order books/educational materials,take first aide training at our own expense, etc.) No one-to-one with down time, bells dictate our time usage (coffee break? designated lunch time? not always possible); daily emotional 'baggage' children/students bring to the classroom must be dealt with in a calm and supportive manner; AND, Administrative Officers that add to the intensity of our day. (Some are very supportive; others add to our stress by being judgmental, giving little support by keeping communication lines blurred, not making themselves available, not taking control and leading but hiding behind their desks, etc.) We earn our keep!! And, we can't go up the capitalist ladder - 'more students doesn't mean more money; it means more work!' No compensation for using our own books, driving students with our own cars (we must 'up' protection on our personal car insurance to protect them in case of an accident) We only rely on the good nature of our govt. and the public to support us. Where are you? If you think you can do the job better, for cheaper, 'step up to the plate'.Delete Reply Tara EhrckeJanuary 26, 2012 at 5:27 PM Hello Anonymous, I have always consistently opposed net zero for ANY public sector worker, not just teachers. I absolutely agree that no group or groups of public sector workers should be singled out unfairly. I also believe we should all be rejecting the wage freeze. With respect to support, teachers in my local put up picket signs when HEU was facing wage cuts and I absolutely agree we need to be supporting each other. Please see my blog posts on this subject, including HSA in particular, from last year: http://staffroomconfidential.blogspot.com/2011/02/in-labour-newswill-hsa-vote-no-campaign.html http://staffroomconfidential.blogspot.com/2011/03/why-bc-government-wage-freeze-is.html This article was reposted on an HSA member site here: http://our-union.org/2011/03/29/why-the-bc-government-wage-freeze-is-indefensible/ I also wrote about opposition to net zero from Vancouver Island University workers and Langara College workers: http://staffroomconfidential.blogspot.com/2011_03_01_archive.html http://staffroomconfidential.blogspot.com/2011/04/langara-versus-wage-freeze.htmlReplyDelete UnknownFebruary 2, 2012 at 8:21 PM Actually, the cost of the Olympics was closer to $7 billion, once you factor in the cost of the Canada Line, the Sea to Sky Highway, and the new Convention Centre. On a related note, the deficit in 2008, amortized over 3 years, stood at $3 billion.ReplyDelete AnonymousFebruary 12, 2012 at 10:43 AM I am a parent in SD#35 and I am so impressed with my children's school and with the hard work that most of the teachers and adminstrators put in at that school. They are still getting a quality education, even throughout job action.The teachers are commincating with my husband and I on their academic progress, and my daughter is on the Grade Six basketball team which practices after school and at noon hour 3 times a week! I support a wage increases for my children's teachers because I want them to be able to keep up with inflation and be paid what professionals make in other provinces. We need to pay our teachers and other public sector employees what they deserve, or els in the future, we will not attract good people into these professions or be able to keep them in our province. Isnt this what is happening in the nursing industry? The Lower mainland is one of the most expensive places to live and we have to face the fact that if we want an educated community, then we have to willing to pay for it. A concerned parentReplyDelete AnonymousFebruary 24, 2012 at 4:00 PM I am a parent in south Delta and I must say that I am impressed with the communication that we have been receiving from my son's teachers at Delta Secondary. I think that teachers should get a raise at least to the level of inflation, but with all due respect to teachers, I cannot see where or how you feel that you should receive large increases. You are I think quite fairly paid for your job and you do not have the very real pressure for measurable performance that so many in the private sector face. Having said that, those people in the private sector are not getting the types of raises you are asking for and many of them would be happy with just getting at or near the inflation rate this year. I think that if you want to be paid very well then you will need to get into the private sector where you will face much more performance pressure, you will have 3-4 weeks off per year, there will be no such thing as overtime pay if you are salaried and if you don't perform adquately or well, you will faced with possible termination. You will have no effective job security unless you perform. So I think you have it quite good, better than anyone I can think of in most respects, with the exception of pay, which as I said I think is quite fair. I say this with great respect for your profession.ReplyDelete AnonymousFebruary 25, 2012 at 10:37 AM I am a very excited Teacher Candidate that will finish my Bachelors of Education this year. I am interested in this profession because I love it! However, my student loans are over 30 grand and I do not own a car, or a house. I am repeatedly being told that there are few jobs out there and the ones that are out there pay significantly less than a retail job I held before my Bachelor's degrees (per hour). I keep my optimism up because I know I am going to be fantastic at this job but it is hard to look past the fact that I will not be able to afford a house, a car and raise children on my income any time soon. Thank-you current teachers for fighting for those of us who want to join your ranks!ReplyDelete AnonymousFebruary 28, 2012 at 8:10 AM Great article Tara. And a great big THANK YOU for all of your hard work!ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ▼  January (13) How to reduce income inequality BC Schools: A decade of choice, a decade of declin... What is fair and reasonable? Twitter tale - Consultation, Minister Abbott style... Alberta teachers in negotiations BCTF presents reduced set of proposals School boards discuss 'net zero' Will grouping by ability mean re-segregation? BC teachers describe workload issues at bargaining... BC public sector enters 2012 bargaining Superintendent of Greater Victoria received 10% wa... Should BC teachers get a salary increase? Myths & ... A year in review: waking the sleeping giant ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13160,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 1999 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 11, Number 6, April 1999 The death knell for charter schools by Mavis Lowry During the spring break, I attended the annual conference of the American Education Finance Association, in Seattle. There I heard the death knell for charter schools operated by private firms on a for-profit basis. The session by Dr. David Arsen, of Michigan State University, would convince even the most ardent advocate of charter schools to rethink his/her convictions. Dr. Arsen explained that Michigan is an especially good place to study charter schools since that state has more than any other state except California and Arizona. Michigan has a more deregulated, permissive, autonomous system than you will find in most states. There one can see what charter schools will do given free reign. Charter proponents say that more will be spent on instruction. Opponents argue that more will be spent on administration. Which is true? Arsen sets out the facts. Three-quarters of the charter schools in Michigan are operated on a for-profit basis. That is, a private firm contracts with the chartering agency—generally the university—to manage the school. The amount spent on instruction in these charter schools is—believe it or not—half of the per student expenditure in the regular public schools. Yes, I was stunned. We suspected it might be bad, but this was outrageous. The charter schools run up large surpluses (profits) to the tune of $1,590 per student per year. The amount spent on administration, on the other hand, is 25% higher ($700 more per-student per year) in charter schools than in the regular public schools. There was no explanation as to what all the extra money for administration was being spent on. But this fact seemed all the more ironic when, in another session, a researcher from the University of Delaware presented preliminary results of his school-based-outcomes study in Florida: the more dollars spent at the school level on administration, the poorer the student performance. Where there was “high influence” by the principal and less involvement of the teachers in operation of the school, the student performance was reduced. Reduced expenditure on instruction in Michigan charter schools was explained in terms of the lower salaries paid to charter-school teachers and the fact that no pension payments were being made on behalf of any staff in the charter schools. Poor compensation has resulted in a great deal of “turbulence” in staffing. Yet the NEA and the AFT (American teacher unions) reported in another session that charter-school teachers generally feel they do not need a union. However, on average, the teachers appear, in a preliminary survey, to work only two years in the charter school before either returning to the public system or finding another career. Not all charter schools are alike, however. About 5% of the Michigan charter schools are operated by a school district. Where this is the case, the situation is very different. The large overexpenditures on administration and large underexpenditures for instruction are not found here. The teachers in these charter schools remain in the union and are compensated as other district teachers are. So let this be a lesson to us. Charter schools, if taken out of the public realm and handed over to the private sector, mean less spent on instruction, more spent on administration, poorly compensated staff, and, at the same time, the generation of enormous profits. Mavis Lowry is an assistant director in the BCTFs Bargaining Division. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=26369&printPage=true,BCTF News Releases  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2012 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  March 18, 2012 Teachers resist Bill 22, as Education Minister sells public schooling for profit Today almost 700 delegates to the BCTF’s 96th Annual General Meeting will gather for the first full day of debate on how best to respond to Bill 22 and its attacks on teachers’ rights and students’ learning. At the same time, Education Minister George Abbott is in China “to promote the BC education brand” at an international student recruitment fair. “It’s a stunning contradiction,” said BCTF President Susan Lambert. “George Abbott is off in Shanghai praising our public education system with the goal of luring more fee-paying foreign students to study here. Meanwhile, he’s actively undermining the quality of education with the legislation he brought in last Thursday. On top of that, he’s spending millions of tax dollars on a major ad campaign attacking the very teachers who are the heart and soul of public education.” Lambert emphasized that while Bill 22 has devastating implications for teachers’ bargaining rights, that’s not the worst of it. Bill 22 is also enables government to further cut costs by eliminating effective class- size limits for Grades 4 to 12, protections for class composition and guarantees of services to students with special needs. “Ten years ago this government planned to cut $275 million a year from education funding to pay for their 25% tax cut. In current dollars, that’s over $3.3 billion stolen from our public schools in the last decade,” Lambert said. A new BCTF research report released today reveals that deeper cuts are to come next year. In this year’s budget the paltry $4 million increase (for full-day Kindergarten) to the 2012–13 operating grants is set against the $112 million needed for school districts just to keep pace with inflation. For details see: http://www.bctf.ca/uploadedFiles/Publications/Research_reports/2012-EF-01.pdf  Furthermore, in recent days an increasing number of school boards have written to Abbott expressing serious concerns about Bill 22 and the damage it will cause to the working relationships within school communities. The imposition of severe limitations on the mediation process is seen as a major obstacle. As one example, see this letter from the Sunshine Coast Board of Education: https://www.facebook.com/note.php?note_id=238604796235375  Bill 22 is the 20th piece of BC Liberal legislation since 2001 that targets teachers. “What kind of government so persistently attacks the public school teachers who are dedicated to passing on knowledge and skills to the next generation? Clearly, we have no option but to resist this unjust legislation in every way possible,” Lambert said.   -  30  - Media please note: BCTF President Susan Lambert will be available to take questions today, March 18, at 12:30 in the foyer outside the Plaza and Georgia rooms on the 2nd floor of the Hyatt Regency. For more information, contact Nancy Knickerbocker, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell).)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=17080&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2008 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 3, November 2008  BCTF stands with STANDS for Housing By Linda Shuto Teachers across the province joined with community groups, faith groups, and other unions for one hour on Saturday, October 18, to protest homelessness and the lack of affordable housing. In 18 communities, Stands for Housing located at city halls with turquoise scarves and “Homes for All” banners. Participants distributed leaflets that call for action at all levels of government to solve the housing crisis. The focus for municipal elections was for stronger municipal legislation to protect rental housing and mobile home pads. Two province-wide Stands for Housing in May and June brought wide attention and politicians are starting to notice. The province-wide launch began at the Social Justice Conference sponsored by the BCTF and BC Federation of Labour in April. This coalition of unions brought 30 communities to the May 3 action. In Vancouver, people at housing stands have distributed thousands of leaflets at many busy street corners since last March. The original stand at Little Mountain celebrated its one year anniversary of weekly stands on October 20 and their persistence is finally paying off. An Ipsos Reid poll, conducted in the summer, revealed the top priority of Vancouver residents are the intertwined issues of homelessness, poverty, and the lack of affordable housing. Both Vancouver candidates for mayor stated their number one priority is homelessness. Four hundred people “surrounded” Vancouver city hall on October 18, representing a wide diversity of people from community and faith groups as well as unions. This coalition building must continue and grow. As all good social justice activists know, awareness is the first step. Now we need analysis and action. So what is next? Analysis: we must be clear that the private housing market is not able to deliver affordable housing nor is it able to provide necessary supports for vulnerable people. Governments must take responsibility for solving the problem and not rely solely on the private sector or on the sale of public land to build affordable homes and end homelessness. Action: the provincial election is less than seven months away. If government action is required, then elections are the time to focus the voice of citizens. The Vancouver Citywide Housing Coalition will organize a March for Housing in April 2009. Wouldn’t it be great if citizens marched in every community across the province on the same day with unified demands? Wouldn’t it be great if coalitions formed across the province, sharing their desire for social justice across many issues? Wouldn’t it be great if this motivated citizens to vote and demand a government that will address social justice issues? If you co-ordinate a Stand for Housing in your community, keep in touch— CALMhousing@hotmail.com. Housing affects everyone. We know there are homeless children. Many students live under the threat of losing their homes or their parents make impossible choices between paying the rent or buying food. October 18, 2008, marked the end of the 8th annual Homeless Action Week in BC. Let’s ensure there is no need for such a week in the near future. – Linda Shuto is a retired Burnaby teacher and a member of the Vancouver Citywide Housing Coalition.)
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(20141008,thetyee.ca,http://thetyee.ca/Bios/Andrew_MacLeod/,News, Articles & Commentary by Andrew MacLeod | The Tyee About Advertise Follow Support RSS Topic Aboriginal Affairs BC Election 2013 BC Politics Education Energy Environment Federal Politics Film Food Gender + Sexuality Health Housing Labour + Industry Local Economy Media Municipal Politics Music Photo Essays Podcasts Politics Rights + Justice Science + Tech Transportation Travel Urban Planning + Architecture News Culture Opinion National MediaCheck Solutions Join Craving crack civic election coverage? Help fund it... Bios Andrew MacLeod   Andrew MacLeod is The Tyee's legislative bureau chief. Before joining The Tyee, Andrew worked for Victoria's alternative weekly Monday Magazine, where he wrote hundreds of stories on many topics, including poverty, land use and the environment. His work has been referred to in the B.C. legislature, Canadian House of Commons and senate. He won a 2006 Association of Alternative Newsweeklies award for news writing and was a finalist for a 2007 Western Magazine Award for best article in B.C. and the Yukon. Andrew lives with his family in Victoria and is learning to play the Scottish small pipes. You can reach him here or at (250) 885-7662. Stories by Andrew MacLeod First Nations 'Front and Centre Now': Pierre Treaty commission chief says province needs to update thinking, language. By Andrew MacLeod, Yesterday LNG a chance, not a windfall, says BC throne speech By Andrew MacLeod, 6 Oct 2014 'We Come Across as Doofuses': Biz Owner Intervening in teachers' court case makes biz coalition look anti-education, worries member. By Andrew MacLeod, 6 Oct 2014 Fired Researcher Who Killed Self Was Evaluating Drug Backed by Clark Anti-smoking treatment pushed by premier generated safety warnings. By Andrew MacLeod, 3 Oct 2014 BC Jobs Growing Half as Fast Since Clark's Plan Launched Government says it has laid the foundations for growth, which must be assessed over time. By Andrew MacLeod, 1 Oct 2014 Petition opposes BC's 'potential muzzling' of non-profits By Andrew MacLeod, 29 Sep 2014 Proposed Law Exposes BC Non-Profits to Attack Anybody could ask court to punish a group they think is acting 'detrimental to the public interest.' By Andrew MacLeod, 29 Sep 2014 Cities Reject Minister's Proposal They Help Pay for BC Ferries 'It is a provincial transportation system, and that's the end of the conversation.' By Andrew MacLeod, 24 Sep 2014 BC Gov't Slow to Respond to Info Requests, Routinely Deletes Email 'I'm discouraged by what I found, not surprised,' says provincial commissioner. By Andrew MacLeod, 23 Sep 2014 Converting ferries to LNG will save money, reduce fares: CEO By Andrew MacLeod, 22 Sep 2014 BC gov't takes 'step backwards' on information requests, report title hints By Andrew MacLeod, 22 Sep 2014 BC Libs Drove on with Fundraisers during Teachers' Strike While school system was paralyzed, Clark's team went golfing for dollars. By Andrew MacLeod, 22 Sep 2014 What's Squeezing Cities? Is it bloated salaries or downloading from above that strains our local governments? By Andrew MacLeod, 20 Sep 2014 When Government Says Teacher Wage Demands Are 'Unaffordable,' Are They? Not at all, says economist Iglika Ivanova, especially compared to GDP growth projections. By Andrew MacLeod, 12 Sep 2014 Ferry Fare Hikes Killed $2.3 Billion in Economic Activity: Report Skyrocketing prices also reduced gov't revenues over past decade, consultant finds. By Andrew MacLeod, 10 Sep 2014 BC's Finances Not Healthy Enough to Settle the Strike: Minister Delivering budget update, Mike de Jong doesn't rule out legislating teachers back to work. By Andrew MacLeod, 9 Sep 2014 Strike will end if province agrees to binding arbitration, drops E80, says BCTF By Andrew MacLeod, 5 Sep 2014 Liberal Minister Cleared of Wrongdoing in Land Reserve Case Pat Pimm's support of move to turn farmland into a rodeo not inappropriate, conflict commissioner finds. By Andrew MacLeod, 5 Sep 2014 Teacher Supporters: 'Our Government Is Not Listening' British Columbians rally across the province to protest stalled negotiations. By Andrew MacLeod, 3 Sep 2014 BC Gov't Withholds Report on Inappropriate School Executive Pay Move sets a 'novel' precedent that increases secrecy, observers say. By Andrew MacLeod, 30 Jun 2014 BC Conservative smear letter writers remain unknown, lawsuit considered By Andrew MacLeod, 27 Jun 2014 'Conservatives Are for the People': New BCCP Leader Dan Brooks says his party won't tax BC 'to death,' nor neglect non-LNG industry -- unlike the Libs. By Andrew MacLeod, 25 Jun 2014 Lodge would need to pay full cost of connecting up front: BC Hydro By Andrew MacLeod, 23 Jun 2014 Northern Lodge Owner Priced Out From Power Grid: 'It's Short-sighted' BC Hydro's huge hook up costs hurt business, he says. By Andrew MacLeod, 23 Jun 2014 BC Minister Failed to Disclose Kwantlen Executive Payments Decision to retain Amrik Virk an 'indictment of the premier's judgement,' NDP says. By Andrew MacLeod, 18 Jun 2014 BC's position on Northern Gateway 'unchanged': enviro minister By Andrew MacLeod, 17 Jun 2014 Employees gave international trade ministry, MCFD lowest marks for work environment By Andrew MacLeod, 16 Jun 2014 BC Fed president fined for lobbying violation By Andrew MacLeod, 13 Jun 2014 Lodge Owner Sums Up Ferry Cancellation as Regionally Unfair Port Hardy-Bella Coola route bore comparable traffic to Gulf Islands line. By Andrew MacLeod, 12 Jun 2014 After Lucrative Years as a BC Hydro Consultant, Weisgerber Returns to Board Former Peace River Socred MLA says his Site C work is done. By Andrew MacLeod, 10 Jun 2014 Biologist Pokes Holes in BC's Wolf Killing Plan It's too vague on poison use and doesn't factor in ecosystem complexity, says Bob Hayes. By Andrew MacLeod, 6 Jun 2014 Scorned BC Green: 'The Gong Show Needs to End' Ousted candidate for party chair reveals fractures in the provincial party. By Andrew MacLeod, 29 May 2014 Agriculture changes threaten $113-million farmers' market sector: letter By Andrew MacLeod, 26 May 2014 BC Liberals debated 18 of 80 resolutions, dropped ferries and poverty By Andrew MacLeod, 25 May 2014 BC Liberals narrow two-hour policy debate to 20 motions By Andrew MacLeod, 24 May 2014 One Year after Big Win, BC Liberal Swagger Shines Conventioneers told to ignore 'holy trinity' of pundits, pollsters, political scientists. By Andrew MacLeod, 24 May 2014 BC Liberals vote to keep party's name By Andrew MacLeod, 24 May 2014 BC Liberals Weigh Ideas that Sound NDP-esque Poverty policies among motions as party convenes this weekend. By Andrew MacLeod, 23 May 2014 ALR Chair Told Libs: Don't Do It Letter raised multiple strong objections to splitting Ag Land Reserve into two zones. By Andrew MacLeod, 22 May 2014 ALR Chair Told Libs: Don't Do It Letter raised multiple strong objections to splitting Ag Land Reserve into two zones. By Andrew MacLeod, 22 May 2014 The Mysterious Case of Bill Bennett's Notes Energy ministry denies NDP accusation government lied about ALR consultation. By Andrew MacLeod, 21 May 2014 Single Mom Slams Clark on Clawbacks: 'She Has Zero Idea' Premier says economic growth will help parents like Jessica Sothcott, whose child support is deducted from her disability cheques. By Andrew MacLeod, 15 May 2014 Who Is John Horgan? 'There ain't anything phoney about my life,' says new NDP leader, sharing his story. By Andrew MacLeod, 15 May 2014 No Rush to Build Site C Dam, Review Finds Panel finds pros to $8-billion project, critiques BC Hydro's timetable. By Andrew MacLeod, 8 May 2014 Agricultural Land Reserve Changes Make Way for Pipelines: Conservationist 'They're not doing it for farmers,' charges Vicky Husband. By Andrew MacLeod, 8 May 2014 School computers blocked NoEnbridge website ahead of rallies By Andrew MacLeod, 6 May 2014 On Day One, Defining John Horgan New NDP leader will take a 'wait and see' approach to pipelines, Site C. By Andrew MacLeod, 6 May 2014 NDP Questions BC's Role Promoting Wall Street 'Wolf' Talk Ministry-funded non-profit flogs former fraudster's event. By Andrew MacLeod, 2 May 2014 Libs' New Path on Training Lacks Money, Logic: NDP 'Re-engineering' tight student funding to fit industry demands narrows purpose of education, say critics. By Andrew MacLeod, 30 Apr 2014 Plans for New Bridge Show It Pays to Live in Premier's Riding: NDP 'How many perks is Kelowna going to get?' transport critic asks. By Andrew MacLeod, 26 Apr 2014 Lottery Corp. Pushed Slot Gambling on Five Ferry Routes Flurry of discussions among gov’t, BCLC and BC Ferries revealed via freedom of info request. By Andrew MacLeod, 23 Apr 2014 BC Wolf Killing Plan Based on 'Unreliable Data': Advocate Newly released strategy outlines difficulties in counting wolves. By Andrew MacLeod, 18 Apr 2014 For-Profit Clinic Lawsuit May Transform Health Care 'Hard to overstate' impact of Brian Day's extra-billing challenge, doctors say. By Andrew MacLeod, 17 Apr 2014 Farnworth bows out, makes Horgan likely next NDP leader By Andrew MacLeod, 8 Apr 2014 BC Conservative Campaign 'Smear' Ends in Resignations Days before leadership election, a bout of nasty politicking recalls Cummins-era infighting. By Andrew MacLeod, 8 Apr 2014 Hay Minister? Give Local Eating a Try Options abound even in East Kootenay, despite Bill Bennett's laugh line. By Andrew MacLeod, 3 Apr 2014 NDP members, not MLAs, will decide next leader: Farnworth By Andrew MacLeod, 27 Mar 2014 BC Loosens Restrictions on Swaths of Protected Farmland Gov't to allow 'flexibility' on how 90 per cent of Agricultural Land Reserve is used. By Andrew MacLeod, 27 Mar 2014 Trappers Warn of Inhumane BC Wolf Killing Plans Association worried about policy that would allow trapping of mothers with pups, docs show. By Andrew MacLeod, 27 Mar 2014 Vancouver port returning to full operation thanks to agreement with truckers By Andrew MacLeod, 26 Mar 2014 BC's Wolf Killing Plans Withheld for Almost a Year Stalling shows government's 'discomfort' with what it intends to do, says NDP critic. By Andrew MacLeod, 17 Mar 2014 Wolf management will be fully transparent, won't include poison, says minister By Andrew MacLeod, 12 Mar 2014 Building more ferries in BC would benefit the local economy: report By Andrew MacLeod, 10 Mar 2014 BC Keeps Wolf Killing Plans Secret Province refuses to disclose latest wolf management plan, and whether poisoning is part of it. By Andrew MacLeod, 10 Mar 2014 Health Ministry Mum on Fired Worker's Rehiring Robert Hart was among seven people fired in 2012 as part of still-murky gov't investigation. By Andrew MacLeod, 7 Mar 2014 BC Gov't Poised to Move Against Portland Hotel Society Audit findings mean Downtown Eastside housing, safe injection non-profit may face receivership: Coleman. By Andrew MacLeod, 4 Mar 2014 BC health ministry reinstates one worker it fired in 2012 By Andrew MacLeod, 3 Mar 2014 Liberals Meddling with Electoral Boundaries for Own Gain: NDP Gov’t counters its changes will protect rural ridings’ political power. By Andrew MacLeod, 26 Feb 2014 No reason to worry about deflating prices yet, says BC finance minister By Andrew MacLeod, 24 Feb 2014 Two BC Conservatives Battle over Breakfast After May's election flop, leader candidates at least agree the party 'must be better prepared.' By Andrew MacLeod, 21 Feb 2014 BC Gov't Brags Budget Keeps Taxes Low, but for Whom? Not many families at all, when MSP premiums and other fees are included. By Andrew MacLeod, 18 Feb 2014 Premier Slams BC Ferries Ads, Despite Selling Her Own Jobs Plan Clark pans corp's advertising to British Columbians, something her government has done extensively. By Andrew MacLeod, 14 Feb 2014 BC cabinet received advice on provoking teachers' strike: court record By Andrew MacLeod, 12 Feb 2014 Pro pot activist won't take second shot at BC NDP leadership By Andrew MacLeod, 11 Feb 2014 BC to move ahead with LNG, other priorities: throne speech By Andrew MacLeod, 11 Feb 2014 Family Fears BC Will Quit Covering Alzheimer's Drug Merrill Oakey's kids worry 'the only thing that's helping' their mother, and others like her, will soon be unaffordable. By Andrew MacLeod, 11 Feb 2014 Kootenay East's Bennett tops BC MLAs $2.3 million travel expense list By Andrew MacLeod, 7 Feb 2014 Biggest Myth About Inequality Is We Can't Fix It Avoiding collapse requires planned positive change. Last in series Super Unequal BC. By Andrew MacLeod, 6 Feb 2014 To Unclog the Top, Fix Politics Seven ways to de-concentrate wealth. And so it can happen, four ways to change how we elect. Latest in a series. By Andrew MacLeod, 5 Feb 2014 Minister says appeal of BCTF court win will protect students, taxpayers By Andrew MacLeod, 4 Feb 2014 Eighteen Ways to Shrink Inequality Steps to raise the poor and strengthen the middle in BC, and Canada, too. Latest in a series. By Andrew MacLeod, 4 Feb 2014 Out of Inequality Grow Fresh Ways to Imagine Economy Visions of new currencies, new values, a new commons. Latest in series 'Super Unequal BC.' By Andrew MacLeod, 3 Feb 2014 Expensive Housing, Low Pay Challenge Next Generation Governments cut seniors' poverty but failed to support young, says UBC prof. Latest in Super Unequal BC series. By Andrew MacLeod, 31 Jan 2014 High BC Housing Costs Weaken Economy, Drive Inequality While owners sit on wealth, many struggle to find homes they can afford. Fifth in a series. By Andrew MacLeod, 30 Jan 2014 The Banker Who Dares Argue Inequality Is Worse than Taxes Why Paul Summerville begs to differ with his business friends (as does The Economist). Fourth in a series. By Andrew MacLeod, 29 Jan 2014 In BC, How Unequal Are We? Jimmy Pattison 'just doesn't talk about that kind of thing.' This year his wealth grew by $1.25 billion. Third in a series on inequality solutions. By Andrew MacLeod, 28 Jan 2014 INFOGRAPHIC: Inequality in British Columbia By the numbers. Part of a series on Super Unequal BC. By April Alayon and Andrew MacLeod, 27 Jan 2014 Business Leaders Stare into BC's Widened Income Gap In province where inequality keeps outstripping Canada as a whole, 'a growing disconnect.' First in a series on Super Unequal BC. By Andrew MacLeod, 27 Jan 2014 GEOFF TEST - DO NOT USE In province where inequality keeps outstripping Canada as a whole, 'a growing disconnect.' First in a series on Super Unequal BC. By Andrew MacLeod, 27 Jan 2014 Are Police Ready for a Fierce Northern Gateway Battle? Activists say direct action to stop the project is a last resort, but BC's north wonders: is the RCMP prepared? By Andrew MacLeod, 24 Jan 2014 Why Are Health Ministry Workers So Bummed Out? Survey finds handlers of BC's largest file feel increasingly poorly directed, unsatisfied. By Andrew MacLeod, 17 Jan 2014 Taxpayers Dinged for a Thousand $1,000 Phone Calls Payments to private contractor Maximus balloon since BC outsourced health records in 2004. By Andrew MacLeod, 16 Jan 2014 Health Ministry Contracting-out Probe Leads to Direct Award Contract BC paid Deloitte $650K to look into data breaches, no need to compete. By Andrew MacLeod, 10 Jan 2014 Firm given contracts to investigate health data breaches without competing By Andrew MacLeod, 9 Jan 2014 Public Paid Clark's Way to Kelowna Campaign Launch NDP calls trip an 'abuse of public resources', though premier later met with Alberta counterpart. By Andrew MacLeod, 15 Nov 2013 Canada Job Grant a 'Boondoggle', Say Critics Those in skills training sector say new program will hurt most marginalized in BC. By Andrew MacLeod, 27 Sep 2013 Special prosecutor appointed to aid RCMP investigation of BC Liberal strategy By Andrew MacLeod, 26 Sep 2013 New board chair 'optimistic' withdrawal of legal aid service can be averted By Andrew MacLeod, 26 Sep 2013 Changes to Federal Programs Ice Vulnerable Workers: Provinces Ministers argue new Canada Job Grant is inflexible, excludes the unemployed. By Andrew MacLeod, 25 Sep 2013 Minister brags about Canadian brand, despite domination of World Bank corruption list By Andrew MacLeod, 20 Sep 2013 Potential Dix Successors Already Emerging Heyman, Horgan, Eby and Farnworth say they may vie to be next BC NDP honcho. By Andrew MacLeod, 19 Sep 2013 Actively considering NDP leadership bid, Heyman outlines vision By Andrew MacLeod, 19 Sep 2013 Dix hopes for 'diverse range of candidates' to replace him as NDP leader By Andrew MacLeod, 19 Sep 2013 Dix Bows Out 'That we fell short on election day is my responsibility,' owns BC NDP leader in exit speech. By Andrew MacLeod, 18 Sep 2013 Big Question as Cities Meet: What Will Dix Do? Catch the UBCM dish on tax changes, trash talk and more in this reporter's notebook. By Andrew MacLeod, 18 Sep 2013 Legal Aid's Coming Denial of Service Without more provincial funds, there will be six weeks with no legal help for BC's most vulnerable. By Andrew MacLeod, 16 Sep 2013 BC Greens plan to stop skipping byelections, says interim leader By Andrew MacLeod, 12 Sep 2013 Register to Criticize Your Mayor and Council? Fines and jail time proposed for people who break BC's new local government election rules. By Andrew MacLeod, 11 Sep 2013 Liberals cancelled legislative sitting to shut out dissent, says NDP's Horgan By Andrew MacLeod, 10 Sep 2013 Liberals took election loans despite Clark's pledge for debt-free campaign By Andrew MacLeod, 9 Sep 2013 Check Kelowna byelection results here By Andrew MacLeod, 10 Jul 2013 UBC's dean of medicine contradicts health minister on Therapeutics Initiative funding By Andrew MacLeod, 9 Jul 2013 BC government quashed independent review of 'political' smoking cessation program By Andrew MacLeod, 9 Jul 2013 BC's Affair with Troubled SNC Lavalin Major provincial projects are a reliable income source for a company mired in negative publicity. By Andrew MacLeod, 9 Jul 2013 New minister 'confident' changes to BC local elections ready for 2014 By Andrew MacLeod, 3 Jul 2013 Premier Clark: Terrorists 'Won't Succeed' at Scaring Public Duo charged with conspiring to explode bombs outside BC legislature on Canada Day. By Andrew MacLeod, 2 Jul 2013 'You will not succeed': BC Premier Clark to Canada Day bomb plotters By Andrew MacLeod, 2 Jul 2013 BC government bodies spent $18.8 million on carbon offsets in 2012 By Andrew MacLeod, 28 Jun 2013 BC's Economy in Decline Government trims budget surplus and plans cuts amid shrinking expectations. By Andrew MacLeod, 28 Jun 2013 New BC speaker 'discourages' unelected Premier Clark from note passing By Andrew MacLeod, 27 Jun 2013 Provincial surplus shrinking with worsening financial outlook By Andrew MacLeod, 27 Jun 2013 UPDATED: BC throne speech promises frozen taxes, balanced budgets By Andrew MacLeod, 26 Jun 2013 Health ministry lacked means to protect personal info By Andrew MacLeod, 26 Jun 2013 Queen's BC representative to tour diplomats through wine country By Andrew MacLeod, 24 Jun 2013 Eight candidates enter Westside-Kelowna byelection race By Andrew MacLeod, 24 Jun 2013 BC Welfare Ministry Inspires Most Complaints Ombudsperson details how her office fights to ensure government treats vulnerable people fairly. By Andrew MacLeod, 21 Jun 2013 Clark admits mistake as BC government reverses pay increase By Andrew MacLeod, 19 Jun 2013 Cardiac Residency for BC Minister's Son Stirs Debate On chat board, some med students see club for 'old rich boys and girls,' others see no big deal. By Andrew MacLeod, 18 Jun 2013 NDP's Dix reassigns several senior critic roles in new shadow cabinet By Andrew MacLeod, 14 Jun 2013 BC Greens again won't run candidate in Westside-Kelowna By Andrew MacLeod, 12 Jun 2013 Premier dumps cabinet committees on open government, families first By Andrew MacLeod, 12 Jun 2013 New BC Liberal government raises pay for political staff By Andrew MacLeod, 11 Jun 2013 New Gas, Trade and Tech Ministries in Clark's Cabinet BC premier promises her team will 'accelerate' jobs plan and 'run a tight ship.' By David P. Ball and Andrew MacLeod, 7 Jun 2013 New BC cabinet blends experience, fresh eyes By Andrew MacLeod, 7 Jun 2013 Updated: Kelowna MLA expected to step aside to make room for Clark By Andrew MacLeod, 5 Jun 2013 Disclose Assets? What's the Point? Candidates can lie about their finances or omit details thanks to MLAs who nixed penalty. By Andrew MacLeod, 5 Jun 2013 BC Gov't to Enbridge: 'Trust Me' Is Not Good Enough Activists, First Nations leaders cheer province's clear stand against Northern Gateway proposal. By Andrew MacLeod, 31 May 2013 Province denies firings aimed to protect BC Liberal donors' profits By Andrew MacLeod, 30 May 2013 Christy Clark Discloses Zero Assets Last year she declared investments; this April she revealed none in her public statement. By Andrew MacLeod, 30 May 2013 BC Minister's Son Beat Odds to Win Residency Spot Graduating from an Irish medical school, he'll finish training in UBC division his father heads. By Andrew MacLeod, 24 May 2013 Should Dix Step Down? Or can the NDP leader make a case to reinvent his party? By Andrew MacLeod, 20 May 2013 Expenses high while BC Ferries considers service cuts: union president By Andrew MacLeod, 17 May 2013 Clark's New Team: 'Rowing in Same Direction' Meet the next BC MLAs. Half of Liberals are new, six fresh NDP faces. By Andrew MacLeod, 16 May 2013 BC election may create fractured opposition, says Simpson By Andrew MacLeod, 14 May 2013 Queen of the North conviction won't make BC Ferries safer: former union president By Andrew MacLeod, 14 May 2013 BC Ferries delaying release of employee expenses until day after election By Andrew MacLeod, 13 May 2013 Don't Split anti-Liberal Vote, NDP Warns Greens call such talk 'fear-mongering' as election day approaches. By Andrew MacLeod, 11 May 2013 Where's the Vision for Clean Green Jobs? Answer on economy vs. environment question largely ignored in BC's election. By Andrew MacLeod, 10 May 2013 Jobs plan ads promoted BC government to British Columbians By Andrew MacLeod, 8 May 2013 Drug companies not involved in ministry purge, says minister By Andrew MacLeod, 7 May 2013 Health Worker Fired to Protect Liberal Donors, Suit Alleges BC gov't aimed to preserve pharma profits alleges notice of claim by terminated researcher. By Andrew MacLeod, 7 May 2013 BC spent nearly $650,000 defending gags on election advertising By Andrew MacLeod, 6 May 2013 BC's Poor Poverty Record, Explained Will the last decade of idle welfare rates and spiking homelessness continue after May 14? By Andrew MacLeod, 6 May 2013 Will May 14 Be Independent's Day in Cariboo North? One of several exciting races where voters are choosing between party politics as normal and a free voice. By Andrew MacLeod, 3 May 2013 Photo radar was effective, says RCMP veteran running for BC Liberals By Andrew MacLeod, 30 Apr 2013 NDP's Dix only leader to accept mayors' invitation By Andrew MacLeod, 30 Apr 2013 Showdown in Prince George Tight races reflect issues of the north: resources and who they benefit. By Andrew MacLeod, 30 Apr 2013 BC Conservatives poached candidates from smaller party By Andrew MacLeod, 23 Apr 2013 Libs Stand by Shuswap Candidate Whose Firm Broke Federal Law Greg Kyllo's company was penalized $375,000 for illegal habitat destruction in 2007. By Andrew MacLeod, 23 Apr 2013 Shuswap Candidate Charged Under Fisheries Act in 2010 Company assessed $375,000 penalty for clearing legally protected habitat. By Andrew MacLeod, 22 Apr 2013 Election Law 'Chilling' Groups Wanting to Share Info Complex, 'crazy making' third party advertising restrictions sow confusion. By Andrew MacLeod, 22 Apr 2013 BC NDP's proposed $20 welfare raise 'won't tackle poverty,' says advocate By Andrew MacLeod, 19 Apr 2013 Clark says Liberals can fight election without new debt By Andrew MacLeod, 17 Apr 2013 BREAKING: NDP candidate in Kelowna resigns over online comments By Andrew MacLeod, 16 Apr 2013 Model predicts solid NDP majority, Conservative rise By Andrew MacLeod, 15 Apr 2013 NDP forest plan 'minor deviation from unsustainable status quo': critic By Andrew MacLeod, 15 Apr 2013 Four terminated as BC auditor general prepares to leave office By Andrew MacLeod, 12 Apr 2013 Greens dropped plan for global fundraising campaign: Weaver By Andrew MacLeod, 10 Apr 2013 NDP would strengthen employment standards, Dix tells labour town hall By Andrew MacLeod, 10 Apr 2013 BC Election 2013 Hot Riding: Oak Bay-Gordon Head 'Intense' three-way race among NDP, Liberal and Green candidates too close to predict. By Andrew MacLeod, 10 Apr 2013 Financial report unexpectedly needed audit, says Green's Weaver By Andrew MacLeod, 8 Apr 2013 BC Greens missed deadline for filing financial report By Andrew MacLeod, 6 Apr 2013 BC Liberals topped donations in 2012 By Andrew MacLeod, 5 Apr 2013 Premier missing debate, BC Liberals blaming late invitation By Andrew MacLeod, 2 Apr 2013 NDP drops price for media to join leader's tour By Andrew MacLeod, 29 Mar 2013 Anti-NDP group ICBA won't be buying pre-election ads By Andrew MacLeod, 28 Mar 2013 BC government is not carbon neutral, finds auditor general By Andrew MacLeod, 27 Mar 2013 Let My Report Go Free: Auditor General Pacific Carbon Trust part of 'orchestrated campaign' to delay findings on offset issues: AG Doyle. By Andrew MacLeod, 27 Mar 2013 'Orchestrated campaign' delayed carbon offset report, says auditor general By Andrew MacLeod, 26 Mar 2013 BC speaker stalling release of auditor general's carbon offset report By Andrew MacLeod, 26 Mar 2013 Leaks Keep Damaging BC Liberals So who's behind them? Signs point strongly to a former caucus employee. By Andrew MacLeod, 26 Mar 2013 Wood building contract awarded to BC Liberal donor By Andrew MacLeod, 25 Mar 2013 Bond needs to be seen to be acting on Dyble recommendation, says Krog By Andrew MacLeod, 21 Mar 2013 BC info and privacy commissioner's office examining outreach scandal By Andrew MacLeod, 18 Mar 2013 BREAKING: Report details misuse of government resources By Andrew MacLeod, 14 Mar 2013 CBC balked at running ads promoting BC budget By Andrew MacLeod, 13 Mar 2013 Government backs down on controversial forestry bill By Andrew MacLeod, 12 Mar 2013 BC Gov't Faces Third Lawsuit over Health Ministry Firings Employee says he was falsely ousted and RCMP have yet to contact him. By Andrew MacLeod, 12 Mar 2013 Sniping BC Liberals not running again, says Bennett By Andrew MacLeod, 11 Mar 2013 Too early to tell if job program switcheroo makes sense: BC's Bell By Andrew MacLeod, 6 Mar 2013 NDP would move fixed election date to fall By Andrew MacLeod, 6 Mar 2013 BC needs stronger pesticide rules, says doctors' group By Andrew MacLeod, 5 Mar 2013 Tough BC Ferries decisions delayed until after election By Andrew MacLeod, 5 Mar 2013 Ethnic Memo Investigator's Hands Tied: NDP Minister Yap resigns, Clark apologizes, opposition slams scope of probe. By Andrew MacLeod, 5 Mar 2013 Close Aide to Premier Clark Resigns Controversy over leaked Liberal plan to win ethnic vote claims the job of Kim Haakstad, a longtime ally. By Andrew MacLeod, 1 Mar 2013 Clark apologizes for leaked document, launches review By Andrew MacLeod, 28 Feb 2013 BC Liberals planned to use gov't resources to win ethnic votes By Andrew MacLeod and Robyn Smith, 27 Feb 2013 'This Is Huge': Sweeping Forest Bill Gathers Foes Enviros, other opponents say vast 'giveaway' looms with scant public input. By Andrew MacLeod, 27 Feb 2013 Budget Cuts Amidst Forest Crisis Anger Critics 'Difficult decision' to trim stewardship funding until next year: minister. By Andrew MacLeod, 22 Feb 2013 BC government failing to monitor biodiversity, says auditor By Andrew MacLeod, 21 Feb 2013 BC Liberals playing 'crass politics' with interim supply timing: MLA By Andrew MacLeod, 20 Feb 2013 BC Budget: 'Is It Credible?' Question posed by finance minister brings forth diverging opinions. By Andrew MacLeod, 20 Feb 2013 BC's small surplus depends on asset sales and optimism By Andrew MacLeod, 19 Feb 2013 Review results in tweak to natural gas revenue By Andrew MacLeod, 18 Feb 2013 NDP Pledges Election Reforms Libs Stalled Three years after task force tackled municipal spending limits, no action on 31 items. By Andrew MacLeod, 18 Feb 2013 BC government breaking pledge to clean up municipal elections By Andrew MacLeod, 14 Feb 2013 Plan to improve childcare won't follow Quebec model, says BC's Clark By Andrew MacLeod, 13 Feb 2013 Ad campaign aimed to close 'credibility gap' for BC government By Andrew MacLeod, 13 Feb 2013 Wildcard Result for BC Election: Independents Rule If NDP vs. Liberal race tightens, one scenario gives outsider candidates balance of power. By Andrew MacLeod, 13 Feb 2013 LNG revenue to be used to pay down debt: Throne Speech By Andrew MacLeod, 12 Feb 2013 Clark's Chances: What Would It Take to Win? As NDP's lead shrinks in some polls, how realistic is a Liberal comeback victory? By Andrew MacLeod, 12 Feb 2013 NDP's Path to Big Win Polls point to a majority, but how large? First of three roadmaps to BC's election day. By Andrew MacLeod, 11 Feb 2013 BC Greens Going Global in Donation Hunt Leader Jane Sterk says party will get 'creative' in bid to win seats this May. By Andrew MacLeod, 6 Feb 2013 BC to introduce senate bill despite Supreme Court's deliberations By Andrew MacLeod, 4 Feb 2013 Group suing BC over law restricting election speech By Andrew MacLeod, 29 Jan 2013 Rapid changeover generates big bills at BC Crown corporation By Andrew MacLeod, 24 Jan 2013 Provincial taxpayers treat local politicians to truffles By Andrew MacLeod, 21 Jan 2013 Eight Hopes for BC's Next Government Come May 15, what should political winners do with their mandate? The Tyee sought a range of perspectives. By Andrew MacLeod, 21 Jan 2013 Memorial service planned for former BC health ministry worker By Andrew MacLeod, 18 Jan 2013 BC health info for more than 5 million people improperly released By Andrew MacLeod, 14 Jan 2013 Fired Health Ministry Worker Found Dead Roderick MacIsaac was three days from the end of a co-op term when let go. By Andrew MacLeod, 10 Jan 2013 Fired health ministry worker found dead By Andrew MacLeod, 9 Jan 2013 Adrian Dix's Not-So-Secret Agenda NDP leader won office making promises on smart meters, raw logs, women's equality and much more. By Andrew MacLeod, 9 Jan 2013 Audit shows asbestos troubles continued on BC Ferries By Andrew MacLeod, 20 Dec 2012 'I Want to Do Significant Things': Adrian Dix NDP leader talks with The Tyee about ads, agendas, working with BC Liberals, and more. By Andrew MacLeod, 13 Dec 2012 Moody's drops outlook on BC debt rating to negative By Andrew MacLeod, 12 Dec 2012 Municipal councillor seeking Green nod in Capital Region By Andrew MacLeod, 12 Dec 2012 'It's a Herculean Task': Christy Clark BC's premier talks to The Tyee about wrestling the deficit, revolving aides, anti-smoking policies and more. By Andrew MacLeod, 12 Dec 2012 Researcher expected to receive Alzheimer's drug data By Andrew MacLeod, 11 Dec 2012 With co-operative gains unions risk taking blame for cuts By Andrew MacLeod, 7 Dec 2012 Health ministry shakes up access to drug data By Andrew MacLeod, 6 Dec 2012 Ottawa's CETA concessions limit options for provinces and municipalities By Andrew MacLeod, 6 Dec 2012 Health ministry employee made complaint that led to firings By Andrew MacLeod, 6 Dec 2012 UBC challenged to fund wage increases through operational efficiencies By Andrew MacLeod, 5 Dec 2012 Fired Health Ministry Worker Suing BC Province, health minister named in wrongful dismissal and defamation suit. By Andrew MacLeod, 5 Dec 2012 BC premier's office announces more staffing changes By Andrew MacLeod, 3 Dec 2012 BC backing down on flu shot requirement, says BCNU By Andrew MacLeod, 30 Nov 2012 BC Liberals Duck and Weave on Raising Taxes Poll shows citizens would approve hikes under certain circumstances. By Andrew MacLeod, 30 Nov 2012 Crown to consider charges related to two sawmill fires By Andrew MacLeod, 29 Nov 2012 BC deficit half a billion dollars bigger than budgeted for 2012-13 By Andrew MacLeod, 28 Nov 2012 Europe pleased with access to local contracts in Canada, wants more By Andrew MacLeod, 27 Nov 2012 Byelections return Conservative and NDP MPs to Ottawa By Andrew MacLeod, 26 Nov 2012 Years behind Ontario, BC Deepens Savings on Generic Drugs 'Right direction, but we need to keep going': researcher. By Andrew MacLeod, 26 Nov 2012 Regulations drop price BC will pay for generic drugs By Andrew MacLeod, 23 Nov 2012 Former solicitor general applauds license plate privacy report By Andrew MacLeod, 23 Nov 2012 Provinces and patients will pay if feds meet EU patent demands: Dix By Andrew MacLeod, 22 Nov 2012 BC taxpayers paying for television exposure By Andrew MacLeod, 22 Nov 2012 Registrar investigating whether BC police chiefs obeying lobbying law By Andrew MacLeod, 21 Nov 2012 Dubious ferry figures used for BC government consult, says union president By Andrew MacLeod, 20 Nov 2012 BC creates Jumbo resort municipality despite strong opposition By Andrew MacLeod, 20 Nov 2012 Bulk buying and competitive bids would lower generic drug costs, says researcher By Andrew MacLeod, 19 Nov 2012 We Know Where You Drove Last Night: Police Force's license plate scanning system blasted by BC privacy commissioner. By Andrew MacLeod, 16 Nov 2012 Police use of licence plate scans breaks privacy law: commissioner By Andrew MacLeod, 15 Nov 2012 CTV British Columbia fires general manager, news director By Andrew MacLeod, 14 Nov 2012 Ferry consultation needs deeper questions, says advocate By Andrew MacLeod, 14 Nov 2012 BC conflict commissioner won't hear Clark complaint By Andrew MacLeod, 13 Nov 2012 Independent MLA lacks confidence in conflict commissioner to investigate Clark By Andrew MacLeod, 9 Nov 2012 Lobbyists registry lacks record for BC Liberal Party vice president By Andrew MacLeod, 7 Nov 2012 'Confidential' Manual Admits It's Tough Finding Savings for Union Raises BC gov't guide advises employers negotiating contracts. By Andrew MacLeod, 7 Nov 2012 BCGEU ratifies agreement, calls government deceitful By Andrew MacLeod, 5 Nov 2012 BCGEU alleges province bargained in bad faith By Andrew MacLeod, 2 Nov 2012 BC government has fun with figures despite job losses By Andrew MacLeod, 2 Nov 2012 Size of BC Ferries subsidy of interest to former drop trailer competitor By Andrew MacLeod, 30 Oct 2012 Police Departments Won't Say if They Use Cellphone ID Tech Device that pegs your phone in a crowd reflects a 'massive invasion of privacy' says BC civil liberties director. By Andrew MacLeod, 30 Oct 2012 BC government asking public where to cut ferry service By Andrew MacLeod, 29 Oct 2012 'Prepare for Fight of Your Lives' Clark Tells Her Party Declared threats at weekend's BC Liberal convention include unions, Conservatives and NDP 'tyranny.' By Andrew MacLeod, 29 Oct 2012 BC Liberals vote to support keeping carbon tax By Andrew MacLeod, 27 Oct 2012 BC Liberals consider ditching carbon tax By Andrew MacLeod, 26 Oct 2012 BC health ministry fires sixth person in data investigation By Andrew MacLeod, 24 Oct 2012 'This Is What Healthy Democracy Looks Like' NDP MLA Fleming's message to Premier Clark joins chorus of protest against Northern Gateway at BC legislature. By Andrew MacLeod, 23 Oct 2012 Drug companies dominate BC health ministry stakeholders list By Andrew MacLeod, 22 Oct 2012 BC to withhold BCNU contract details until other unions reach deals By Andrew MacLeod, 19 Oct 2012 Who's Lobbying the NDP? Party insiders jockey to attract clients well ahead of provincial vote. By Andrew MacLeod, 19 Oct 2012 BC university presidents seek funding for spaces and financial aid By Andrew MacLeod, 18 Oct 2012 UVic trimming departmental budgets to pay for wage increases By Andrew MacLeod, 15 Oct 2012 BC medical researchers encouraged to seek US military funding By Andrew MacLeod, 12 Oct 2012 Funding Murky for Union Raises at UBC, UVic Budget's already squeezed before seeking 'efficiencies' says UBC spokesperson. By Andrew MacLeod, 12 Oct 2012 NDP Sets Fire to Libs' Forest Industry Fix BC government's new action plan blasted by opposition as 'business as usual.' By Andrew MacLeod, 10 Oct 2012 BCNU raid wins support of thousands of licensed practical nurses By Andrew MacLeod, 5 Oct 2012 Foundation grateful for BC contribution to health research By Andrew MacLeod, 4 Oct 2012 Court rules BC election gag law unconstitutional despite changes By Andrew MacLeod, 4 Oct 2012 Gov't Mum on How Union Raises Will Be Paid Unions say new efficiencies, lower sick pay and overtime will fill the gap. By Andrew MacLeod, 4 Oct 2012 RCMP in 'holding pattern' on data allegations, waiting on BC health ministry By Andrew MacLeod, 2 Oct 2012 Further 12 percent increase in ferry fares allowed * By Andrew MacLeod, 1 Oct 2012 Victoria group starts legal fund ahead of pipeline protest By Andrew MacLeod, 1 Oct 2012 New BC lieutenant governor donated to BC Liberals By Andrew MacLeod, 1 Oct 2012 BCGEU wage increase to be funded through budget savings By Andrew MacLeod, 28 Sep 2012 At UBCM Premier Clark promises infrastructure sooner and more blacktop By Andrew MacLeod, 28 Sep 2012 More focus on public-private partnerships coming, says Conservative minister By Andrew MacLeod, 28 Sep 2012 BC mayors' caucus considering ways to become more democratic By Andrew MacLeod, 27 Sep 2012 NDP leader Dix says he'd balance budgets, but would repeal law By Andrew MacLeod, 27 Sep 2012 UBCM delegates vote in favour of decriminalizing marijuana By Andrew MacLeod, 26 Sep 2012 'I don't know what the solutions are,' minister tells local reps By Andrew MacLeod, 26 Sep 2012 UBCM should refuse money from big oil companies, says councillor By Andrew MacLeod, 25 Sep 2012 Incident leads to resignation of BC Premier Clark's chief of staff By Andrew MacLeod, 24 Sep 2012 Twelve John Martin Quotes to Haunt Premier Clark TYEE LIST #22: The new BC Liberal, defector from BC Cons, on scrapping health care and 'junk science' behind climate change. By Andrew MacLeod, 22 Sep 2012 Veteran MLA Colin Hansen won't run for BC Liberals in 2013 By Andrew MacLeod, 21 Sep 2012 'There's No Doubt It's Set Us Back': Cummins BC Conservative leader says he expects to easily face down revolt this weekend. By Andrew MacLeod, 21 Sep 2012 Climate scientist Andrew Weaver to run for BC Green Party By Andrew MacLeod, 20 Sep 2012 She Drove Trucks, Now 'I Can't Make Ends Meet' Rochelle Bergman wants politicians to know 'nobody could live' on her disability payments. By Andrew MacLeod, 20 Sep 2012 Researcher seeking damages after 'vague' suspension from health ministry By Andrew MacLeod, 19 Sep 2012 Health minister MacDiarmid confirms fifth firing morning after By Andrew MacLeod, 14 Sep 2012 Health ministry fires fifth person in data, contract investigation By Andrew MacLeod, 13 Sep 2012 BC MLAs unlikely to return to sit in legislature this fall By Andrew MacLeod, 13 Sep 2012 BC looking for ways to cut budget as natural gas revenue falls By Andrew MacLeod, 13 Sep 2012 Lack of drug data is blocking important research By Andrew MacLeod, 12 Sep 2012 Fired health ministry employee 'mystified' by dismissal By Andrew MacLeod, 12 Sep 2012 'I Thought I Was Doing a Good Job': Fired Health Ministry Staffer Among pharma projects targeted by ministry probe is one assessing BC's smoking cessation program. By Andrew MacLeod, 12 Sep 2012 Research Stopped by Ministry Might Have Cut Big Pharma Profits Fired or suspended employees were tied to projects designed to save public money. By Andrew MacLeod, 8 Sep 2012 Premier Shuffles a Thinning Deck Some new ministers held same portfolios at earlier times, but half are first termers. By Andrew MacLeod, 6 Sep 2012 Cabinet shuffle may spur changes to local elections By Andrew MacLeod, 5 Sep 2012 BC cabinet 'renewal' returns several ministers By Andrew MacLeod, 5 Sep 2012 Four more BC Liberals announce 2013 election decisions By Andrew MacLeod, 4 Sep 2012 NDP will push back against Tory attack ads, says Mulcair By Andrew MacLeod, 11 Jul 2012 BC NDP Sidles Up to Business Party's corporate donations spike, but still pale compared to Libs. What's the effect? By Andrew MacLeod, 3 Jul 2012 Disease rates in oil and gas region show need for monitoring By Andrew MacLeod, 29 Jun 2012 As BC Ferries lost money and traffic, executives got bonus bump By Andrew MacLeod, 28 Jun 2012 Years before pleading guilty to corruption, Basi alleged Clark was leak By Andrew MacLeod, 26 Jun 2012 Overselling small programs damages premier's credibility, says Dix By Andrew MacLeod, 26 Jun 2012 Leave Old Growth Alone Says Union Pulp, Paper and Woodworkers union says proposal to log protected areas goes too far. By Andrew MacLeod, 21 Jun 2012 Public ferry process aimed at finding $30 million in cuts, says minister By Andrew MacLeod, 20 Jun 2012 Why Premier Clark Isn’t Sharing Anymore It looked like she’d make public a letter sent by all premiers to feds on drug prices, but now it’s secret. By Andrew MacLeod, 20 Jun 2012 More ferry consultation delays fixing problems: NDP's Coons By Andrew MacLeod, 19 Jun 2012 BC to keep CETA drug patent letter secret By Andrew MacLeod, 19 Jun 2012 BC's Timber Future Focus of Traveling MLAs Tight schedule has special committee hitting two communities a day this week. By Andrew MacLeod, 18 Jun 2012 BC Ferries passenger traffic dropped to lowest level in 21 years By Andrew MacLeod, 15 Jun 2012 BC should release full IBM contract, says Supreme Court By Andrew MacLeod, 14 Jun 2012 Competitive process skipped to hire technology consultant for BC premier By Andrew MacLeod, 14 Jun 2012 Lack of officer caused BC Ferry cancellation By Andrew MacLeod, 12 Jun 2012 'Modest' changes to welfare welcomed, with some exceptions By Andrew MacLeod, 11 Jun 2012 'We're Going to Lose another Mill' WoodEx says province allows competitor Canfor, a big BC Liberal backer, to starve its Columbia Valley mill of timber. By Andrew MacLeod, 9 Jun 2012 Residents worry oil and gas industry is making them sick, finds BC report By Andrew MacLeod, 6 Jun 2012 Premier Drops Promised Public Input on Sweeping Trade Deal Citizens' views on CETA -- affecting energy, environment, education, transport, health --won't be solicited. By Andrew MacLeod, 5 Jun 2012 BC Premier Clark backtracks on promise to consult on CETA By Andrew MacLeod, 4 Jun 2012 Committee chair's pesticide conspiracy email was 'impolitic', says recipient By Andrew MacLeod, 1 Jun 2012 Christy Clark repealing transparency and privacy rights: FIPA By Andrew MacLeod, 1 Jun 2012 BC government balks at passing Animal Health Act By Andrew MacLeod, 31 May 2012 Bennett demands to see own pesticide email before commenting By Andrew MacLeod, 31 May 2012 'Left Wing Conspiracy Theorists' Support Pesticide Ban: Committee Chair Critics say MLA Bill Bennett's characterization of pro-ban side shows bias. By Andrew MacLeod, 31 May 2012 BC Premier Clark 'making up' scheduling conflict, says NDP's Horgan By Andrew MacLeod, 30 May 2012 BC Ferries Union Votes in More Militant Leadership New president Chris Abbott vowed 'Do not vote for me if you are not prepared to fight.' By Andrew MacLeod, 30 May 2012 'The people on the ships run the business,' says new ferry union president By Andrew MacLeod, 29 May 2012 Despite public support for a BC pesticide ban, Clark waffles on promise By Andrew MacLeod, 29 May 2012 Incumbent president defeated in BC Ferries union election By Andrew MacLeod, 29 May 2012 Animal Health Act amendment to clarify who is meant by 'a person' By Andrew MacLeod, 29 May 2012 Should You Run from that Medical Test? Alan Cassels, author of 'Seeking Sickness' on the disease screening industry, what it really catches, when to say no, and more. By Andrew MacLeod, 25 May 2012 No Need to Ban Cosmetic Pesticides: BC's Committee Now up to premier, who earlier promised a ban, and cabinet to make final decision. By Andrew MacLeod, 18 May 2012 BC committee crosses Clark on cosmetic pesticide ban By Andrew MacLeod, 17 May 2012 BC's move away from open government puzzling, says advocate By Andrew MacLeod, 17 May 2012 Reporters will remain free to report on animal disease outbreaks: minister By Andrew MacLeod, 15 May 2012 Commissioner wrong that ferry secrecy is a step backward, says minister By Andrew MacLeod, 15 May 2012 Gov't Moving to Keep Farm Disease Outbreaks Secret Changes to Animal Health Act, said to protect public, slammed by NDP, privacy commissioner. By Andrew MacLeod, 15 May 2012 No point puzzling over past, except 1990s: Premier Clark By Andrew MacLeod, 11 May 2012 BC Supreme Court upholds BC Ferries union exclusions By Andrew MacLeod, 11 May 2012 BC Liberals used taxpayer resources to bash opposition: NDP By Andrew MacLeod, 10 May 2012 Ferry Fare Hikes Slowed, Will Still Top Inflation Next on to do list: 'develop a vision' for BC's ferry service, says Lekstrom. By Andrew MacLeod, 10 May 2012 BC aims to slow skyrocketing ferry fares By Andrew MacLeod, 9 May 2012 Despite polling, Falcon rules out leading coalition By Andrew MacLeod, 8 May 2012 Poll testing support for BC coalition under various leaders By Andrew MacLeod, 8 May 2012 Blood Sample Bill a Bad Idea: BC Health Officer Emergency workers exposed to bodily fluids have better protections: Kendall. By Andrew MacLeod, 7 May 2012 'Opening up Government' Proving a False Promise in BC Province's info and privacy chief criticizes three bills. 'Pattern' shuts out citizens, says watchdog group. By Andrew MacLeod, 7 May 2012 Forcing bodily fluid samples is an unnecessary intrusion: commissioner By Andrew MacLeod, 3 May 2012 BC commissioner critical of animal health secrecy measures By Andrew MacLeod, 3 May 2012 Privacy Commissioner to Health Minister: Whoa! Proposed pharmaceutical legislation may reveal too much personal info says Denham. By Andrew MacLeod, 3 May 2012 Another change in BC Premier Christy Clark's office By Andrew MacLeod, 2 May 2012 BC makes another attempt to restrict election advertising By Andrew MacLeod, 1 May 2012 Taseko asked Minister Kent to restrict First Nations' role in mine review By Andrew MacLeod, 1 May 2012 Drug bill includes personal information grab: advocate By Andrew MacLeod, 30 Apr 2012 National forestry organization urges caution on BC land use changes By Andrew MacLeod, 30 Apr 2012 Northern mayors warn Burns Lake timber solution may harm their communities By Andrew MacLeod, 27 Apr 2012 Feds Muzzled Me on Free Trade Deal: Minister Bell Premier's promise to consult British Columbians wiped away as Harper's team 'sells' CETA agreement. By Andrew MacLeod, 27 Apr 2012 As feds 'sell' CETA, BC's Bell says he can't talk about trade agreement By Andrew MacLeod, 27 Apr 2012 Teachers who volunteer will be protected from union says minister By Andrew MacLeod, 26 Apr 2012 Despite safety concerns, BC Ferries paying bonuses for keeping schedule By Andrew MacLeod, 26 Apr 2012 It will take a year to lower generic drug prices, says BC health minister By Andrew MacLeod, 25 Apr 2012 New law will save government money on drugs, says minister By Andrew MacLeod, 24 Apr 2012 Sawdust may be factor in two mill explosions, says minister By Andrew MacLeod, 24 Apr 2012 Milling mountain pine beetle wood may pose fire risk By Andrew MacLeod, 24 Apr 2012 Top Forestry Union Likes Leaked Cabinet Document To feed struggling mills, Steelworkers support logging habitat reserves, other contentious measures. By Andrew MacLeod, 23 Apr 2012 NDP Take Two Byelections Wins include surprise in three-way Chilliwack-Hope race. Forget merger says Cons' Cummins. By Andrew MacLeod, 20 Apr 2012 NDP first, Libs second, Cons third in two BC by-elections By Andrew MacLeod, 19 Apr 2012 Results in two BC by-elections on their way By Andrew MacLeod, 19 Apr 2012 Minister for BC Ferries 'unaware' of severe staffing challenge By Andrew MacLeod, 19 Apr 2012 Open to Cutting Old Growth, Says Premier Leaked cabinet document pushes to lift protections, allow unsustainable cuts. By Andrew MacLeod, 18 Apr 2012 BC expects to save money by paying for anti-smoking products By Andrew MacLeod, 18 Apr 2012 BC justice minister declines to release estimate of crime bill costs By Andrew MacLeod, 18 Apr 2012 Federal agriculture budget cuts worrisome, but BC lab move welcomed By Andrew MacLeod, 16 Apr 2012 'Our Population Needs These Gifted Young Physicians' Inside MLA Stilwell's report urging eased policies for BC medical students abroad. (Her son is one of them.) By Andrew MacLeod, 13 Apr 2012 Exclusion of engineers from BC Ferries union creating 'severe challenge' By Andrew MacLeod, 12 Apr 2012 What's a Fair Deal for Canadians Trained Abroad to Be Doctors? BC Libs weigh question, finding tangle of rights issues. By Andrew MacLeod, 10 Apr 2012 Stilwell Failed to Mention Son Training Abroad Tasked with advising health minister on policy, MLA did not disclose personal interest. By Andrew MacLeod, 10 Apr 2012 BCTF asks LRB to cancel mediator's appointment By Andrew MacLeod, 5 Apr 2012 BC Libs' 2011 donations double NDP's, 42 times Conservatives' By Andrew MacLeod, 4 Apr 2012 $100 Million Bet on Pulling Land from ALR Development firm has designs on Delta farmland, says MLA Huntington. By Andrew MacLeod, 4 Apr 2012 Critics question carbon tax grants for greenhouse sector By Andrew MacLeod, 3 Apr 2012 Company amassing options on protected Delta farmland By Andrew MacLeod, 3 Apr 2012 Half of BC Liberals' 2009 supporters have gone to Conservatives, NDP By Andrew MacLeod, 2 Apr 2012 Generic drug legislation should limit dispensing fees and mark ups for all: CEO By Andrew MacLeod, 2 Apr 2012 BCGEU members to take strike vote as negotiations stall By Andrew MacLeod, 30 Mar 2012 Flaherty Budget Will Hike Health, Crime Costs for BC: Falcon NDP's Ralston blasts BC Libs' 'political love affair with Tories.' By Andrew MacLeod, 30 Mar 2012 Teacher Contract Mediator Gave to Liberals Charles Jago says $1,000 in two payments was to play golf. BCTF charges bias. By Katie Hyslop and Andrew MacLeod, 29 Mar 2012 Education mediator's 2006 report saw labour agreements as 'constraint' By Andrew MacLeod, 28 Mar 2012 After Defection, Libs Close Ranks Premier Clark emerges to blame van Dongen for strengthening NDP chances. By Andrew MacLeod, 28 Mar 2012 Mustel poll gives BC NDP eight point lead over Liberals By Andrew MacLeod, 27 Mar 2012 Saying Libs 'Headed for Failure,' van Dongen Defects to Cons Abbotsford MLA startles legislature with attack on Clark. 'He'll lose to us,' Coleman fires back. By Andrew MacLeod, 26 Mar 2012 BC Liberals lose MLA to BC Conservatives By Andrew MacLeod, 26 Mar 2012 Clark's Byelection Nightmare: Losing to Two Parties Pair of ridings once 'very safe' for BC Liberals now anything but, say analysts. By Andrew MacLeod, 23 Mar 2012 Two BC byelections set for April 19, 2012 By Andrew MacLeod, 22 Mar 2012 Promised 'Hard Look' at BC Gov't Agencies Slow to Start With several reviews yet to begin, NDP critic says delay shows Clark's 'not interested' in governing. By Andrew MacLeod, 22 Mar 2012 BC NDP would almost shut out opposition in election today: poll By Andrew MacLeod, 21 Mar 2012 Consistent funding necessary for health research body, says NDP's Dix By Andrew MacLeod, 21 Mar 2012 BC Makes Jumbo Decision Ktunaxa vow to keep fighting despite approval, while NDP doubts ski resort will ever be built. By Andrew MacLeod, 21 Mar 2012 Jumbo Glacier ski resort likely to fail, says NDP's MacDonald By Andrew MacLeod, 20 Mar 2012 Controversial Jumbo Glacier ski resort can go ahead: BC minister By Andrew MacLeod, 20 Mar 2012 Health foundation awaits BC government funding decision By Andrew MacLeod, 20 Mar 2012 NDP critic finds BC agriculture plan empty By Andrew MacLeod, 16 Mar 2012 BC Cabinet Minister Resigns After Email Error Christy Clark supporter Harry Bloy admits improperly sharing a reporter's message. By Andrew MacLeod, 16 Mar 2012 Mediation with teachers likely to fail, says MLA By Andrew MacLeod, 15 Mar 2012 Christy Clark supporter Harry Bloy resigns from cabinet By Andrew MacLeod, 15 Mar 2012 Christy Clark Puts Job Numbers to Work Premier claims BC's plan is delivering results, but NDP says she's manipulating the facts. By Andrew MacLeod, 15 Mar 2012 Premier Clark wrong to manipulate job figures, says Dix By Andrew MacLeod, 13 Mar 2012 Clark's jobs plan worked better before it was announced By Andrew MacLeod, 13 Mar 2012 BC lawsuit over IBM contract could change interpretation of FOI law By Andrew MacLeod, 13 Mar 2012 Paying Too Much for Carbon Offsets? Enviro minister says BC's deciding what to do about excess cash collected from schools, hospitals. By Andrew MacLeod, 13 Mar 2012 BC premier Clark's failure to debate education bill pathetic, says NDP's Horgan By Andrew MacLeod, 8 Mar 2012 Dix to Clark: Stick Up for BC Says premier is making it too easy for feds to offload health, justice costs onto province. By Andrew MacLeod, 8 Mar 2012 Drug company should have addressed shortage sooner: de Jong By Andrew MacLeod, 7 Mar 2012 Picketing government offices an act of solidarity: BCTF's Lambert By Andrew MacLeod, 6 Mar 2012 Government argues LRB decision makes BCTF picket illegal By Andrew MacLeod, 6 Mar 2012 Cabinet minister blames Elections BC for delay on local election changes By Andrew MacLeod, 5 Mar 2012 BC Students: 'We Have a Voice' Thousands of those most affected rallied to decry class sizes, support teachers, and show they're paying attention. By Katie Hyslop and Andrew MacLeod, 3 Mar 2012 Novartis lobbyist worked on NDP health critic's leadership campaign By Andrew MacLeod, 2 Mar 2012 British Columbians hold sway in federal NDP race By Andrew MacLeod, 1 Mar 2012 BC government won't speed legislation to block teachers' strike By Andrew MacLeod, 1 Mar 2012 BC's Generic Drug Law Plays Catch-up to Ontario Libs' deal with pharma firms failed to deliver savings; lower costs to be legislated. By Andrew MacLeod, 1 Mar 2012 Anti-Strike Legislation 'More Political Games': Dix After walkouts OK'd by Labour Relations, BC Libs move to outlaw teachers strike, allow some mediation. By Katie Hyslop and Andrew MacLeod, 29 Feb 2012 BC government introduces bill to avoid teachers' strike By Andrew MacLeod, 28 Feb 2012 Company seeking BC liquor distribution change was fined in US By Andrew MacLeod, 28 Feb 2012 BC spent nearly $50,000 to host mayors and councilors at UBCM party By Andrew MacLeod, 27 Feb 2012 BC Ferries' quarterly vehicle traffic down 3.6 percent By Andrew MacLeod, 24 Feb 2012 MPs should defeat Internet snooping bill, says poll By Andrew MacLeod, 24 Feb 2012 Ontario bogus call investigation more successful than earlier BC case By Andrew MacLeod, 23 Feb 2012 BC to legislate end to dispute with teachers By Andrew MacLeod, 23 Feb 2012 Mediate, Don't 'Bully,' Teachers Union Urges Province Decision to legislate wage freeze on teachers will 'make matters worse' says BCTF's Lambert. By Robyn Smith and Andrew MacLeod, 23 Feb 2012 Key Clark Backer Lobbied for Firm Seeking Public Liquor Assets Budget surprise revealed after Lib insider Kinsella lobbied to privatize distribution. By Andrew MacLeod, 23 Feb 2012 Liquor distribution privatization pitched by lobbyist who backed Clark By Andrew MacLeod, 22 Feb 2012 BC Slams Lid on Education, Revisits Carbon Tax 'Great budget for the one per cent' says BC Fed's Sinclair, 'Unrealistic,' says NDP's Ralston, 'Smoke and mirrors': Cons' Cummins By Andrew MacLeod, 22 Feb 2012 Higher taxes and deeper debt enable Kevin Falcon's balanced budget plan By Andrew MacLeod, 21 Feb 2012 Falcon 'not surprised' his supporters have left for BC Conservatives By Andrew MacLeod, 20 Feb 2012 BC minister Lake on missed cap and trade deadline: 'We're not quite there yet' By Andrew MacLeod, 20 Feb 2012 BC Government Killing Forest Industry: Auditor General Scathing report says failure to replant enough trees puts future harvests at risk. By Andrew MacLeod, 17 Feb 2012 BC failing to plant enough trees to sustain future timber supply By Andrew MacLeod, 16 Feb 2012 Leg Committee Likely to 'Diverge' on Pesticide Ban: Chair No consensus emerging on what to do about 'cosmetic' insect poisons, says Bennett. By Andrew MacLeod, 16 Feb 2012 Bennett is a partisan appointment to BC Hydro board, says NDP By Andrew MacLeod, 15 Feb 2012 Ombudsperson details senior care problems, government promises new advocate By Andrew MacLeod, 14 Feb 2012 Sales tax transition rules coming Friday for housing sector By Andrew MacLeod, 14 Feb 2012 List details $18.2 million in public sector spending on carbon offsets By Andrew MacLeod, 14 Feb 2012 BC fighting to keep secret its reason for keeping secrets By Andrew MacLeod, 14 Feb 2012 BC's Double Standard on FOI Secrecy Perplexes Researcher Which government asked for mounds of Enbridge pipeline info? And why can't we know? By Andrew MacLeod, 13 Feb 2012 BC Premier Clark to replace throne speech with radio appearance By Andrew MacLeod, 9 Feb 2012 New jail unlikely to reduce Aboriginal incarceration: criminologist By Andrew MacLeod, 8 Feb 2012 BC justice system review is more talk when action needed, say critics By Andrew MacLeod, 8 Feb 2012 Enviros want BC premier to protect more of Great Bear sooner By Andrew MacLeod, 7 Feb 2012 Expert on Healthy Democracy Takes BC's Pulse Get real about engaging the public urges Matt Leighninger, in Whistler this Friday. By Andrew MacLeod, 7 Feb 2012 MLA vows to fight BC plan to use farm land for foreign trade zone By Andrew MacLeod, 6 Feb 2012 Foreign Trade Zones Eyed for Vancouver, Prince Rupert, Prince George 'Sanitized' proposal lacks details on labour, environment impacts: NDP's Gentner. By Andrew MacLeod, 3 Feb 2012 Poll finds Dix seen as best choice for premier for first time By Andrew MacLeod, 1 Feb 2012 Month on welfare challenge wins more media attention than years as critic By Andrew MacLeod, 31 Jan 2012 Libs Threaten Hard Won Logging Agreements: Simpson Cariboo North MLA alarmed government may lift 'constraints' in Land Use Plan. By Andrew MacLeod, 30 Jan 2012 Ferry advisory group recommends 25 percent fare cut By Andrew MacLeod, 27 Jan 2012 Taking Ferries Private Causes 'Hardship' for Many: Commission Sweeping recommendations include limiting fare increases, upping gov't contributions. By Andrew MacLeod, 25 Jan 2012 CBC ombudsman finds conflict in reporter's link to Premier Clark's office By Andrew MacLeod, 20 Jan 2012 BC has until April 1 to decide on forcing generic drug savings By Andrew MacLeod, 20 Jan 2012 BC has spent $125,000 fighting to keep IBM contract secrets By Andrew MacLeod, 19 Jan 2012 Harper's Former Schoolmate Now on His Enemies List 'Radical foreign' oil sands foe Bill McKibben attended Toronto elementary school with Stephen Harper. By Andrew MacLeod, 19 Jan 2012 Cost of Medicine Stops BCers More than Rest of Canadians British Columbians indicating they couldn't afford prescriptions near double the national average: UBC study. By Andrew MacLeod, 17 Jan 2012 Cost stops one in 10 Canadians from taking prescribed medicines: study By Andrew MacLeod, 16 Jan 2012 Canadian coal, oil and petroleum production grew in 2010 By Andrew MacLeod, 13 Jan 2012 Nicotine Patches a Waste of Public Money: Harvard Report Suppliers of controversial anti-smoking products donated cash to BC Liberals. By Andrew MacLeod, 13 Jan 2012 Premier Christy Clark shuffles senior staff By Andrew MacLeod, 12 Jan 2012 Gaming grant report suggests more funding, giving PACs money directly By Andrew MacLeod, 11 Jan 2012 Falcon's Budget Simulator a 'Phony' Ploy, Says NDP Finance minister unveils web app that allows public to try tweaking spend and tax priorities. By Andrew MacLeod, 11 Jan 2012 Paying for nicotine replacement is poor use of public funds, says study By Andrew MacLeod, 9 Jan 2012 Christy Clark's $3,300 Excellent Hockey Adventure And other financial disclosures newly made public by BC MLAs. By Andrew MacLeod, 9 Jan 2012 Study for BC Ferries Urged Steep Fare Hikes at Busy Times Report advised way to make more money yet carry fewer, FOI reveals. By Andrew MacLeod, 5 Jan 2012 Right group given wrong oil and gas question, says BC MLA By Andrew MacLeod, 3 Jan 2012 Idea #10: Vacations for the Poor BC's welfare system is 'designed to be uncomfortable.' Doesn't everyone deserve a break? By Andrew MacLeod, 30 Dec 2011 Control system failed ahead of BC Ferry crash By Andrew MacLeod, 21 Dec 2011 Make Canada Where 'We Take Better Care of Each Other': Dewar NDP leadership candidate Paul Dewar on the grassroots, fixing foreign policy, helping the poor, and more. By Andrew MacLeod, 14 Dec 2011 BC NDP right to look closely at fracking, says enviro lawyer By Andrew MacLeod, 7 Dec 2011 Conservative hopeful John Martin wanted CBC dismantled, health care scrapped By Andrew MacLeod, 7 Dec 2011 BC Greens to skip provincial by-elections By Andrew MacLeod, 5 Dec 2011 Harper's 'Ideology Run Amok': Cullen New Dem leadership candidate Nathan Cullen on taxes, Enbridge, changing the voting system, and more. By Andrew MacLeod, 5 Dec 2011 NDP leadership candidate opens 'distracting' debate on monarchy By Andrew MacLeod, 30 Nov 2011 BC may not meet balanced budget target, says finance minister By Andrew MacLeod, 28 Nov 2011 BC Libs Ignored Own Law on Ferry Price Hike: NDP Fuel surcharge a 'backdoor' way to get prohibited fare bump, says MLA Coons. By Andrew MacLeod, 28 Nov 2011 Illegal for BC Ferries to add fuel surcharges, says NDP's Coons By Andrew MacLeod, 25 Nov 2011 Who Said What in BC's Pesticide Review Committee now weighing diverse testimony on how toxic chemicals should be governed. By Andrew MacLeod, 25 Nov 2011 BC Ferries hiking fuel surcharges By Andrew MacLeod, 25 Nov 2011 Barry Penner quitting as MLA for law firm job By Andrew MacLeod, 24 Nov 2011 Minister Bell explains source of error on gay tourism ban By Andrew MacLeod, 24 Nov 2011 Two-year transition on BC legislative clerks too long, says NDP's Horgan By Andrew MacLeod, 23 Nov 2011 Former Port Moody mayor to run for BC NDP in by-election By Andrew MacLeod, 23 Nov 2011 Retired clerk to BC legislature mum on pay, keeps office By Andrew MacLeod, 23 Nov 2011 Health authority cancels untendered contract to VP linked to Premier Clark By Andrew MacLeod, 22 Nov 2011 Government cuts put prison guards in danger: criminologist By Andrew MacLeod, 22 Nov 2011 BC Liberals Scramble to Save the Farm NDP says budget bump too small after damning report on Agricultural Land Reserve languished for year. By Andrew MacLeod, 21 Nov 2011 New BC family law will protect sugar daddies' wealth, says MLA By Andrew MacLeod, 18 Nov 2011 More action wanted on premier's aboriginal action plan promise By Andrew MacLeod, 18 Nov 2011 BC consulting on changes to carbon neutral plan By Andrew MacLeod, 17 Nov 2011 BC finance minister positive about federal pension change By Andrew MacLeod, 17 Nov 2011 BC to spend 'lots' advertising jobs plan, says minister By Andrew MacLeod, 16 Nov 2011 Fix Canada's 'Gross Disparity': Topp New Democrat leadership candidate on taxes, energy, Parliamentary representation, and more. By Andrew MacLeod, 16 Nov 2011 BC preparing to advertise Premier Clark's jobs plan By Andrew MacLeod, 15 Nov 2011 BC reviewing oil and gas industry health risks By Andrew MacLeod, 15 Nov 2011 'Extreme challenges' for agricultural land commission, says delayed report By Andrew MacLeod, 14 Nov 2011 Failure to produce annual FOI reports shows disrespect for law: advocate By Andrew MacLeod, 10 Nov 2011 Legally required annual report on FOI act last done in 1995 By Andrew MacLeod, 9 Nov 2011 Minister Bell apologizes for guide's gay tourism gaffe By Andrew MacLeod, 8 Nov 2011 No mention of 'gay tourism' allowed, BC guide warns By Andrew MacLeod, 7 Nov 2011 BC government withholds FOI responses from open info website By Andrew MacLeod, 7 Nov 2011 BC Libs Exaggerate Forest Jobs Growth, Says NDP Premier more than doubles actual amount; mill closings nearly equal openings: MLA Macdonald. By Andrew MacLeod, 7 Nov 2011 Asian trip's aims include medical tourism and shared research By Andrew MacLeod, 4 Nov 2011 New vessels' 'disturbingly loud noise' a legal concern for BC Ferries By Andrew MacLeod, 3 Nov 2011 Liberals vote-splitting talk disrespects voters, says NDP's Dix By Andrew MacLeod, 3 Nov 2011 BC Liberal declines under Premier Clark benefit Conservatives, NDP By Andrew MacLeod, 3 Nov 2011 Province could override local pesticide rules, says committee chair By Andrew MacLeod, 2 Nov 2011 As 'Public Eye' Shuts, Hopes for Online Reporting Take Hit Pioneering blogger Sean Holman broke stories, toppled politicians, won awards and can't make money. By Andrew MacLeod, 2 Nov 2011 BC politics website Public Eye to suspend publication By Andrew MacLeod, 1 Nov 2011 AG concerned BC Hydro accounting shrinks provincial deficit By Andrew MacLeod, 27 Oct 2011 Olympic economic boost smaller than pre-games promise By Andrew MacLeod, 27 Oct 2011 Stick together, former Reform leader Manning tells BC conservatives By Andrew MacLeod, 26 Oct 2011 New council given responsibility for teacher discipline By Andrew MacLeod, 26 Oct 2011 BC Secretly Rolling Over on Euro Trade Pact: Dix NDP leader says province's negotiators are 'most willing to sell out municipalities.' By Andrew MacLeod, 26 Oct 2011 BC commissioner asks minister to fix FOI gap By Andrew MacLeod, 25 Oct 2011 Health authority failed to protect workers from violence By Andrew MacLeod, 25 Oct 2011 BC Liberal changes to FOI law leave loophole open By Andrew MacLeod, 25 Oct 2011 Covering Krueger's backside cost $30 million, says NDP mining critic By Andrew MacLeod, 24 Oct 2011 'Everything is on the table' in HST repayment talks, says Falcon By Andrew MacLeod, 24 Oct 2011 Organizations agree to work together on aboriginal social services By Andrew MacLeod, 21 Oct 2011 Government aware of CLBC's needs, says agency's interim head By Andrew MacLeod, 19 Oct 2011 NDP critic says interference drove out Hydro CEO By Andrew MacLeod, 19 Oct 2011 Premier Clark pleased Seaspan won federal ship building contract By Andrew MacLeod, 19 Oct 2011 CEO Cobb leaving BC Hydro By Andrew MacLeod, 19 Oct 2011 Glacier Media buys Victoria daily and BC community papers By Andrew MacLeod, 18 Oct 2011 Lean Times for BC Health Research Dynamo Diminished provincial funding for Michael Smith Foundation is 'a step back' says NDP's Dix. By Andrew MacLeod, 18 Oct 2011 BC submitted revised RCMP contract proposal By Andrew MacLeod, 17 Oct 2011 Owner of 'infamous' properties running for Victoria council By Andrew MacLeod, 17 Oct 2011 Minister Coleman lacks evidence for homeless claim: NDP critic By Andrew MacLeod, 12 Oct 2011 Woodlot changes could allow land sales: BC forest minister By Andrew MacLeod, 11 Oct 2011 Bias Built into Feds' Pesticide Use Review: BC Doctor Health Canada relies on studies funded by pesticide makers says Physicians for Environment founder Warren Bell. By Andrew MacLeod, 11 Oct 2011 'Fast' company to work on bringing back PST By Andrew MacLeod, 7 Oct 2011 Minister wants 'more compact' RCMP proposal from BC, says Bond By Andrew MacLeod, 6 Oct 2011 Pesticide testing is rigorous, Health Canada tells BC committee By Andrew MacLeod, 6 Oct 2011 Premier Clark defends appointing Bennett to pesticide committee By Andrew MacLeod, 5 Oct 2011 Pesticide committee appointment worries environmental campaigner By Andrew MacLeod, 4 Oct 2011 Tourism booted off podium in BC throne speech, says critic By Andrew MacLeod, 4 Oct 2011 There's no room to fund pay increases through cuts, says BCFED By Andrew MacLeod, 4 Oct 2011 Foe of 'eco-fascists' to chair cosmetic pesticide committee By Andrew MacLeod, 3 Oct 2011 Throne speech sets family day for 2013, promises education changes By Andrew MacLeod, 3 Oct 2011 Provincial police force might be cheaper, says Premier Clark By Andrew MacLeod, 30 Sep 2011 Clark commits $30 million for recreation centres, encourages 'circle of love' By Andrew MacLeod, 30 Sep 2011 Bond wrong that BC put RCMP proposals on paper, claims Minister Moore By Andrew MacLeod, 30 Sep 2011 Local government most important level, Green leader tells UBCM By Andrew MacLeod, 30 Sep 2011 Minister Lekstrom reluctant to approve proposed cuts to BC Ferries sailings By Andrew MacLeod, 29 Sep 2011 BC financial statements 'unacceptable' says province's auditor general By Andrew MacLeod, 29 Sep 2011 Dix criticizes Clark's municipal auditor general proposal in UBCM speech By Andrew MacLeod, 29 Sep 2011 BC to reopen negotiations on generic drug prices says minister By Andrew MacLeod, 28 Sep 2011 Provinces can decide on RCMP contract offer, say feds By Andrew MacLeod, 28 Sep 2011 Province Has Chance to Make Your Medicine Cheaper NDP’s Dix urges Clark government to seize opportunity to drive down price it pays for generic drugs. By Andrew MacLeod, 28 Sep 2011 Feds have threatened to withdraw RCMP from BC, says Bond By Andrew MacLeod, 27 Sep 2011 Municipal auditor general law coming this fall, despite UBCM concerns: Chong By Andrew MacLeod, 27 Sep 2011 BC Ferries' Hahn announces his retirement, cuts to service By Andrew MacLeod, 27 Sep 2011 Jobs Flow to Albertans Due to BC Hydro Deals Topping $1 Billion Transmission line projects go to Alberta firms with Texas owner, costing BC hundreds of jobs: union. By Andrew MacLeod, 27 Sep 2011 Premier Clark shuffles cabinet, demotes early supporter By Andrew MacLeod, 26 Sep 2011 With Jobs Plan, Clark Promises to Sell BC She's our 'number one salesperson,' but critics say her plan lacks substance, misses opportunities and won't create jobs. By Ben Christopher and Andrew MacLeod, 23 Sep 2011 Clark gives 'jobs plan' overview By Andrew MacLeod, 22 Sep 2011 Former BC Ferries employee says Northern Adventure had evacuation plan By Andrew MacLeod, 20 Sep 2011 BC Ferries needs further safety review, says NDP's Coons By Andrew MacLeod, 20 Sep 2011 BC Ferry Northern Adventure met requirements in 2007: Transport Canada By Andrew MacLeod, 19 Sep 2011 Premier Clark launches job plan with $15 million for Prince Rupert port By Andrew MacLeod, 19 Sep 2011 BC Ferries Rushed Ship into Service Despite Safety Worries Records acquired by Tyee reveal Transport Canada let Northern Adventure sail with 17 identified safety deficiencies and no evacuation plan. By Andrew MacLeod, 19 Sep 2011 Cummins 'amused and flattered' by BC Liberal attack By Andrew MacLeod, 15 Sep 2011 BC Liberal ads attack Conservative leader Cummins By Andrew MacLeod, 15 Sep 2011 BC media, YouTube profited from Stickman's pitch to save HST By Andrew MacLeod, 13 Sep 2011 BC NDP differs with federal party on HST repayment By Andrew MacLeod, 9 Sep 2011 International situation, HST vote challenge BC says finance minister By Andrew MacLeod, 8 Sep 2011 Forest campaigner lauds Avatar Grove protection, criticizes trade-off By Andrew MacLeod, 7 Sep 2011 Euro Trade Pact Worries 'Buy Local' Movement BC's municipal leaders want to know if their hands will be tied. By Andrew MacLeod, 4 Jul 2011 Government wrong to delay BC Hydro report release: critic By Andrew MacLeod, 30 Jun 2011 HST vote deadline extended By Andrew MacLeod, 30 Jun 2011 Mine expansion camp passes inspection, says Health Canada By Andrew MacLeod, 30 Jun 2011 Government has BC Hydro review, not releasing it yet By Andrew MacLeod, 30 Jun 2011 BC will take smoking drug warning into consideration, says premier By Andrew MacLeod, 28 Jun 2011 Income tax cuts shift burden onto people with low incomes: report By Andrew MacLeod, 28 Jun 2011 MLA resigns from BC Liberal caucus following domestic dispute By Andrew MacLeod, 27 Jun 2011 Early Election Would Mean a BC Lib Flip Flop Christy Clark was deputy minister of government that passed fixed vote date law. By Andrew MacLeod, 27 Jun 2011 BC population growth slowed as Premier Clark took charge By Andrew MacLeod, 22 Jun 2011 Health Canada to Inspect Endako Camp as Illnesses Remain Mystery Sickness stories are exaggerated, facility meets standards say owners. By Andrew MacLeod, 22 Jun 2011 BC Ferries spent $2 million on Olympic ship wrap project By Andrew MacLeod, 21 Jun 2011 Most in BC expect premier to be at hockey final: commissioner By Andrew MacLeod, 15 Jun 2011 BC keeping HST vote schedule despite Canada Post lock out By Andrew MacLeod, 15 Jun 2011 Premier Clark misdirects blame for 'confusing' HST question By Andrew MacLeod, 14 Jun 2011 Former MLA to make Saanich council announcement By Andrew MacLeod, 13 Jun 2011 What's Making These BC Miners Sick? Workers say illness is rampant at Endako Mines expansion camp, and they want an investigation. By Andrew MacLeod, 13 Jun 2011 BC Green leader plans to run in Victoria riding held by Carole James By Andrew MacLeod, 8 Jun 2011 Anti-Smoking Drugs Have 'Relatively Small' Health Benefit: Report Premier Clark's promise to pay for them may waste, not save, B.C. health care dollars. By Andrew MacLeod, 8 Jun 2011 Most Canadian legislatures have sat longer than BC's By Andrew MacLeod, 7 Jun 2011 BC to Pay for Anti-Smoking Drug that France Finds too Risky French government strikes controversial varenicline off its list as Premier Clark puts it on PharmaCare's. By Andrew MacLeod, 6 Jun 2011 Point missed giving royal assent for trip to Williams Lake, not Europe By Andrew MacLeod, 3 Jun 2011 BC Premier owns Gulf Island property, no corporate shares By Andrew MacLeod, 2 Jun 2011 BC government delays report while agricultural commission suffers: NDP critic By Andrew MacLeod, 2 Jun 2011 Former health minister serves coffee in stretcher-free doughnut shop By Andrew MacLeod, 2 Jun 2011 BC Premier's office budget debate scheduled during Canucks game By Andrew MacLeod, 31 May 2011 Premier Clark's leadership bid focussed spending on research and polling By Andrew MacLeod, 31 May 2011 First Face-off in Legislature for Clark and Dix Premier rebuffs calls by NDP leader to fund groups participating in Missing Women's Inquiry. By Andrew MacLeod, 31 May 2011 If Canada must have senators, Clark supports electing them By Andrew MacLeod, 30 May 2011 Cap and trade coming despite California court ruling: BC minister By Andrew MacLeod, 26 May 2011 Stó:lō disappointed after meeting minister about Yale treaty By Andrew MacLeod, 26 May 2011 BC to Reduce HST, Send Some Families Cheques Opposition accuses premier of playing games a few weeks before vote. By Andrew MacLeod, 26 May 2011 Province promises cheques and lower rate if BC keeps HST By Andrew MacLeod, 25 May 2011 Province altering HST ahead of mail-in vote By Andrew MacLeod, 24 May 2011 Transportation minister slows fare hike on some ferry routes, not majors By Andrew MacLeod, 24 May 2011 Province taking park land for power line By Andrew MacLeod, 20 May 2011 Alberta academic named BC's next Chief Electoral Officer By Andrew MacLeod, 19 May 2011 Ferry advisors seek fare freeze during review By Andrew MacLeod, 19 May 2011 Commissioner to review ferry model with eye to affordability By Andrew MacLeod, 19 May 2011 BC Libs Bungled Election Official Appointment NDP denounce delay that keeps Liberals' choice in post. By Andrew MacLeod, 19 May 2011 Yale and Stó:lō Nations negotiating river access as treaty moves forward By Andrew MacLeod, 18 May 2011 BC and Yale First Nation celebrate treaty legislation By Andrew MacLeod, 18 May 2011 Foreign trade zone threatens Delta farmland, says MLA By Andrew MacLeod, 17 May 2011 Study on fracking health risks is coming soon, say BC ministers By Andrew MacLeod, 17 May 2011 Province won't follow BC Ferries' lead on FOI responses By Andrew MacLeod, 16 May 2011 Time to re-think BC Ferries, says minister as fuel charge added By Andrew MacLeod, 16 May 2011 France bans 'fracking' after months of protest By Andrew MacLeod, 13 May 2011 Clark appearance outside voting place okay: Elections BC By Andrew MacLeod, 13 May 2011 Another $5 Million for HST Ad Campaign Finance Minister Kevin Falcon asks to be judged on 'neutral' information campaign. By Andrew MacLeod, 13 May 2011 Premier Clark pleased with win, pledges early election By Andrew MacLeod, 12 May 2011 Premier Christy Clark wins close Point Grey fight By Andrew MacLeod, 11 May 2011 Point Grey by-election results arriving By Andrew MacLeod, 11 May 2011 Man charged with threatening MLA Kwan and her family By Andrew MacLeod, 9 May 2011 Liberals questioned on schools funding EnCana offsets By Andrew MacLeod, 9 May 2011 Hole in golf industry swing at BC pesticide proposal By Andrew MacLeod, 9 May 2011 Wrong to Make Public Pay for EnCana's Pollution Fix, Say Critics BC schools, hospitals must buy carbon offsets. Some underwrote gas giant's emissions controls. By Andrew MacLeod, 9 May 2011 NDP question Clark's Point Grey announcements By Andrew MacLeod, 5 May 2011 Minister Lake fended off recall for free By Andrew MacLeod, 5 May 2011 Clark says she's listening, but disappoints parents' group organizing debate By Andrew MacLeod, 4 May 2011 Ban on cosmetic use of pesticides coming: Premier By Andrew MacLeod, 4 May 2011 Independents assert role in BC legislative proceedings By Andrew MacLeod, 3 May 2011 Voting system skews results, delivers phony majority: Fair Vote By Andrew MacLeod, 3 May 2011 Elizabeth May's Historic Night Canada’s first Green MP celebrates with supporters in an airplane hanger full of hope. By Andrew MacLeod, 3 May 2011 Leader Elizabeth May wins Green Party's first Canadian seat By Andrew MacLeod, 2 May 2011 Greens' Elizabeth May Hoping for No Dirty Tricks Where she's running, ethics complaints were raised about Conservative-friendly tactics last election. By Andrew MacLeod, 29 Apr 2011 Premier Clark's staff changes cost $2.4 million in severance By Andrew MacLeod, 28 Apr 2011 No value in all-candidates' meetings: Premier's campaign chair By Andrew MacLeod, 28 Apr 2011 Health research funding decision coming: de Jong By Andrew MacLeod, 27 Apr 2011 BC will keep cap and trade schedule says minister By Andrew MacLeod, 27 Apr 2011 Dix announces BC NDP shadow cabinet By Andrew MacLeod, 26 Apr 2011 Libs 'Bungled' Fix for Local Elections: NDP Too late for November contests, campaign finance reform may be six-year process. By Andrew MacLeod, 22 Apr 2011 Delay on election reform shows government incompetence: NDP critic By Andrew MacLeod, 21 Apr 2011 Province says it's too late to make local election changes for 2011 By Andrew MacLeod, 21 Apr 2011 BC NDP breaking gender requirement since Dix election By Andrew MacLeod, 21 Apr 2011 'I Own Memo Mistake' Says Dix, Pointing to His Record Since NDP leader says his apology for act 12 years ago stands, trusts voters to accept it. By Andrew MacLeod, 20 Apr 2011 Adrian Dix Wins BC NDP Leadership Motivating the left-wing base the way to beat the BC Liberals, he says. By Andrew MacLeod, 18 Apr 2011 Adrian Dix wins BC NDP leadership By Andrew MacLeod, 17 Apr 2011 Dix extends lead on second BC NDP ballot, Horgan out By Andrew MacLeod, 17 Apr 2011 Adrian Dix leads after first NDP ballot By Andrew MacLeod, 17 Apr 2011 BC New Democrats gather to pick new leader By Andrew MacLeod, 17 Apr 2011 Replacing leader 'worthwhile exercise' for BC NDP: Horgan By Andrew MacLeod, 15 Apr 2011 Removing officers from ferry union won't improve service, says president By Andrew MacLeod, 14 Apr 2011 Byelection set for May 11 in Vancouver-Point Grey By Andrew MacLeod, 13 Apr 2011 Farnworth best pick for NDP leader, say Conservation Voters By Andrew MacLeod, 13 Apr 2011 Ferries Safety Will Be at Risk Warn Officers 'We've lost trust in the corporation.' Officers fighting to stay in union say it protects them when standing up for passenger safety. By Andrew MacLeod, 12 Apr 2011 Charges laid against two BC Liberal campaign workers, but not Kash Heed By Andrew MacLeod, 8 Apr 2011 Pick Horgan second, Larsen tells supporters By Andrew MacLeod, 8 Apr 2011 Layton's NDP sees job losses where StatsCan does not By Andrew MacLeod, 8 Apr 2011 Simons quits NDP leadership race, backs Horgan By Andrew MacLeod, 7 Apr 2011 What Separates Top Three BC NDP Leadership Candidates? We asked Dix, Farnworth and Horgan to tell us how they differ from each other. By Andrew MacLeod, 7 Apr 2011 BC's NDP Exhales, Ready Now to Argue the Economy Leadership candidates say their party has strong case to make, was too timid on economic issues last election. By Andrew MacLeod, 5 Apr 2011 NDP leadership contenders differ on corporate tax cuts By Andrew MacLeod, 1 Apr 2011 A New, Greener NDP in British Columbia New Dem leader hopefuls more committed to environment than BC Liberals, say eco-activists, noting perceptions of parties have flipped. By Andrew MacLeod, 1 Apr 2011 Cummins interest shows BC Conservatives are serious: Farnworth By Andrew MacLeod, 29 Mar 2011 Former NDP candidate predicts Harper majority By Andrew MacLeod, 29 Mar 2011 BC Ferries officers declining non-union positions By Andrew MacLeod, 28 Mar 2011 'Empty titles' come with $15,000 a year bonus pay By Andrew MacLeod, 18 Mar 2011 Raise a win for minimum wage campaigners: BC Fed By Andrew MacLeod, 16 Mar 2011 BC gets first raise to minimum wage in a decade By Andrew MacLeod, 16 Mar 2011 'Christy Has a Whole New Team' Says Colin Hansen, left out of Clark's cabinet. But lots of familiar faces are returning. By Andrew MacLeod, 15 Mar 2011 Clark sworn in as premier, reveals cabinet By Andrew MacLeod, 14 Mar 2011 No support for Clark's family agenda on Liberal MLA's survey By Andrew MacLeod, 10 Mar 2011 BC Conservatives claim gain from Clark's Liberal win By Andrew MacLeod, 10 Mar 2011 Simons approved to compete for NDP leadership By Andrew MacLeod, 10 Mar 2011 Time Running out to Reform Municipal Elections Province has yet to act on last year's task force recommendations 'at mercy' of incoming premier. By Andrew MacLeod, 10 Mar 2011 Pacheedaht and partner purchased forest licence from WFP By Andrew MacLeod, 8 Mar 2011 BC Liberals gave to Chong and third party for recall fight By Andrew MacLeod, 8 Mar 2011 BC NDP and Simons find compromise on social media By Andrew MacLeod, 7 Mar 2011 Will Simons' Passwords Block His Chance to Lead NDP? Party deciding whether to disqualify candidate for refusing to hand over Facebook, Twitter codes. By Andrew MacLeod, 3 Mar 2011 Emergency lighting on ferry meets regulations: Transport Canada By Andrew MacLeod, 2 Mar 2011 Province Gumming up New Victoria Sewage Plant: Critics Project said to be delayed by Partnerships BC's private sector agenda. By Andrew MacLeod, 2 Mar 2011 Green leader Jane Sterk may be eyeing Carole James' Victoria riding By Andrew MacLeod, 1 Mar 2011 It's Premier Christy Clark Guaranteeing a 'united' Liberal party, she eyes Gordon Campbell's riding. 'We'll beat her,' vows NDP's Dix. By Andrew MacLeod, 26 Feb 2011 Christy Clark next premier of British Columbia By Andrew MacLeod, 26 Feb 2011 With one day until vote, Liberal candidates worry about missing PINs By Andrew MacLeod, 25 Feb 2011 BC NDP seeking opinions on potential leaders By Andrew MacLeod, 25 Feb 2011 Falcon's Edge With Business Backers Some supporters see a free enterprise stalwart, others praise his role in pushing through taxpayer funded megaprojects. By Andrew MacLeod, 25 Feb 2011 Ferry's emergency lighting appears substandard: Coons By Andrew MacLeod, 23 Feb 2011 Clark and Falcon release lists of donors By Andrew MacLeod, 22 Feb 2011 Abbott campaign releases donor list By Andrew MacLeod, 22 Feb 2011 Mike de Jong backers say they'll mark Abbott second for Lib leader By Andrew MacLeod, 21 Feb 2011 Hansen endorses Falcon for BC Liberal leader By Andrew MacLeod, 18 Feb 2011 No Apologies Yet for BC Rail Accusations: NDP's Krog Court documents confirm Clark never a target of investigation. Abbott still wants probe into taxpayers footing legal bills for Basi, Virk. By Andrew MacLeod, 18 Feb 2011 MLA expense reporting proposal part way there: de Jong By Andrew MacLeod, 17 Feb 2011 Harry Lali withdraws from NDP leadership race By Andrew MacLeod, 17 Feb 2011 Mayne out of Liberal leadership race, supports Abbott By Andrew MacLeod, 17 Feb 2011 'Partial' poverty reduction plan best among Liberal candidates By Andrew MacLeod, 17 Feb 2011 BC Liberal leadership field likely to narrow further By Andrew MacLeod, 16 Feb 2011 Stilwell supports Abbott, Falcon Abbott's second choice By Andrew MacLeod, 16 Feb 2011 Two more cabinet ministers throw support to Falcon By Andrew MacLeod, 16 Feb 2011 BC Budget Built on HST Revenues Money from natural gas, forestry, crown corporations falls below forecasted targets. By Andrew MacLeod, 16 Feb 2011 Stay-the-course budget keeps 'flexibility' for next premier By Andrew MacLeod, 15 Feb 2011 Province will think carefully before changing FOI process: minister By Andrew MacLeod, 14 Feb 2011 BC throne speech looks to past, success of 2010 Olympics By Andrew MacLeod, 14 Feb 2011 A Good Day for George The Liberal leadership race is too close to call, but two changes give Abbott a better shot. By Andrew MacLeod, 14 Feb 2011 Liberals approve weighted regional voting By Andrew MacLeod, 12 Feb 2011 Liberals approve change requiring members to mark at least two favourites By Andrew MacLeod, 12 Feb 2011 Amendment may force Liberals to pick at least two favourites By Andrew MacLeod, 12 Feb 2011 Business leader appears surprised to hear Falcon endorsement made public By Andrew MacLeod, 11 Feb 2011 Company working for Abbott used questionable tactics in T.O. By Andrew MacLeod, 11 Feb 2011 BC plan to export clean energy faces challenges By Andrew MacLeod, 10 Feb 2011 Energy savings missed when retrofits punished: Victoria mayor By Andrew MacLeod, 9 Feb 2011 Farnworth planning to release economic and tax strategy By Andrew MacLeod, 8 Feb 2011 Discipline Panel for Heed Prosecutor Smells Odd: NDP's Ralston Whether to punish Kash Heed's exonerator for conflict was determined by, among others, a Liberal donor and former Liberal cabinet minister. By Andrew MacLeod, 8 Feb 2011 Commissioner finds BC Ferries has 'unfair advantage' in drop trailer biz By Andrew MacLeod, 7 Feb 2011 Ex-cabinet minister, Liberal donor on panel reviewing Heed special prosecutor By Andrew MacLeod, 4 Feb 2011 BC SPCA left out of FOI coverage, despite recommendations By Andrew MacLeod, 4 Feb 2011 Canada regaining jobs, but number working dropped in BC By Andrew MacLeod, 4 Feb 2011 Regulator can't say if ferries were exempted from stability related requirement By Andrew MacLeod, 3 Feb 2011 What Happened to Welfare Applicants Who Dropped from Radar? Government failed to track those who stopped applying, then didn't file tax returns. By Andrew MacLeod, 3 Feb 2011 BC government loses cabinet secrets case By Andrew MacLeod, 1 Feb 2011 Dosanjh and health coalition seek Copeman clinic investigation By Andrew MacLeod, 31 Jan 2011 Four BC Ferries vessels overdue for stability tests By Andrew MacLeod, 29 Jan 2011 Abbott Breaks from Lib Pack, Pledges Child Poverty Consult Baby deaths report shakes up leadership race after scant focus on BC's impoverished. By Andrew MacLeod, 28 Jan 2011 NDP MLA seeks leader who will fight social inequity By Andrew MacLeod, 26 Jan 2011 Poll finds Clark popular Liberal leader choice By Andrew MacLeod, 26 Jan 2011 Elections BC warned Heed he could lose seat By Andrew MacLeod, 25 Jan 2011 Spend more on sickest, discuss private health care: Stilwell By Andrew MacLeod, 25 Jan 2011 'Blow Up' BC Healthcare System, Says Liberal Mayne As his fellow Lib leader candidates tip-toe around health reform issue. By Andrew MacLeod, 25 Jan 2011 BC awards drug review contracts, some to UBC's Therapeutics Initiative By Andrew MacLeod, 21 Jan 2011 Environment Low on Agendas of Lib Leader Candidates None is talking up the carbon tax, and eco-activists don't yet see a champion to back. By Andrew MacLeod, 21 Jan 2011 Abbott 'honoured' to have Heed's support By Andrew MacLeod, 19 Jan 2011 Lali threatened to sue if Dix memberships aren't rejected By Andrew MacLeod, 19 Jan 2011 Private liquor stores linked to deaths: BC study By Andrew MacLeod, 18 Jan 2011 BC needs stronger economy, better shared: Dix By Andrew MacLeod, 17 Jan 2011 Cross-party panel of federal politicians to criticize BC drug decision By Andrew MacLeod, 17 Jan 2011 MP Cullen declines to enter race to lead BC NDP By Andrew MacLeod, 17 Jan 2011 Farnworth says he'll unite NDP, defeat Libs By Andrew MacLeod, 13 Jan 2011 More than one gay man to seek NDP leadership By Andrew MacLeod, 12 Jan 2011 NDP hopeful pitches $12 an hour minimum wage By Andrew MacLeod, 12 Jan 2011 Farnworth set to announce NDP leadership intentions By Andrew MacLeod, 12 Jan 2011 Door Closing Fast on NDP Member Sign-ups Quick deadline good or bad for the party? That's a hot debate among New Dems. By Andrew MacLeod, 12 Jan 2011 Horgan enters NDP leadership race By Andrew MacLeod, 11 Jan 2011 Arts advocates seeking commitments from leadership candidates By Andrew MacLeod, 7 Jan 2011 Neighbourhood group wins fight against infrastructure expansion By Andrew MacLeod, 7 Jan 2011 Cullen considering top BC NDP job, but calls timing bad By Andrew MacLeod, 7 Jan 2011 Grassroots should have more sway than pollsters and pundits: Lali By Andrew MacLeod, 6 Jan 2011 Candidates joining NDP leadership race By Andrew MacLeod, 5 Jan 2011 Public won't support political use of recall: Falcon By Andrew MacLeod, 5 Jan 2011 Pro-pot icon Chong encourages BC NDP membership drive By Andrew MacLeod, 4 Jan 2011 BC citizens should vote on carbon tax's future: Abbott By Andrew MacLeod, 4 Jan 2011 MLAs declared gifts received, including travel and Olympic tickets By Andrew MacLeod, 20 Dec 2010 NDP government would have stopped clinic's extra billing: Dosanjh By Andrew MacLeod, 20 Dec 2010 Olympic economic impact less than promised By Andrew MacLeod, 17 Dec 2010 BC regulation change reduced what MLAs must disclose By Andrew MacLeod, 17 Dec 2010 NDP, like Liberals, ignored private health clinic billing: Day By Andrew MacLeod, 16 Dec 2010 Clark campaign skipped scheduled media availability By Andrew MacLeod, 14 Dec 2010 Cabinet minister Polak missed financial disclosure deadline By Andrew MacLeod, 14 Dec 2010 Exposed: Ferry Maintenance Mess-up Hurt Passengers Queen of Nanaimo crash stemmed from faulty fix say released records, contradicting official explanation. By Andrew MacLeod, 10 Dec 2010 Two Liberal leadership candidates failed to uphold health law: Dix By Andrew MacLeod, 10 Dec 2010 BC population grew in 1990s despite Clark's claim By Andrew MacLeod, 10 Dec 2010 Bad maintenance, not crab traps, caused ferry crash: report By Andrew MacLeod, 9 Dec 2010 BC Ferries releases 23-page list of big earners By Andrew MacLeod, 9 Dec 2010 Disgusted public will elect independent MLAs: Huntington By Andrew MacLeod, 9 Dec 2010 Poll puts Liberals and NDP even in BC By Andrew MacLeod, 9 Dec 2010 Clark launches Lib leadership campaign By Andrew MacLeod, 8 Dec 2010 Christy Clark set to enter Lib race, but may be in already By Andrew MacLeod, 7 Dec 2010 Carole James Quits 'in Best Interests of the Party' NDP leader resigns after seven years, saying split in caucus was unfixable and some will 'see this as a win for the bullies.' By Andrew MacLeod, 6 Dec 2010 Carole James quitting NDP leadership By Andrew MacLeod, 6 Dec 2010 BC NDP postpone emergency caucus meeting By Andrew MacLeod, 5 Dec 2010 Absent NDP MLAs otherwise occupied, sent regrets By Andrew MacLeod, 4 Dec 2010 Who Are the NDP's 13 Dissidents? Broad labels don't seem to apply to diverse group of MLAs revolting against leader Carole James. By Andrew MacLeod, 4 Dec 2010 The faces standing behind James when she took her stand By Andrew MacLeod, 3 Dec 2010 NDP MLAs presented James with concerns ahead of meeting By Andrew MacLeod, 3 Dec 2010 'Every MLA Will Be Held Accountable': James As NDP leader announces emergency caucus meeting, some see fate of the party hanging in the balance. By Andrew MacLeod, 3 Dec 2010 NDP MLAs to be held accountable at emergency meeting: James By Andrew MacLeod, 2 Dec 2010 James Allies Scramble to Defend Against Kwan's Attack Veteran NDP MLA pushes for leadership convention 'as soon as possible.' By Andrew MacLeod, 2 Dec 2010 'Carole James is dividing the party': NDP MLA Kwan By Andrew MacLeod, 1 Dec 2010 Coleman declines to run for BC Liberal leadership By Andrew MacLeod, 1 Dec 2010 Liberals All Now Believe in Listening Jockeying for positions begins as hopefuls enter leadership race. By Andrew MacLeod, 1 Dec 2010 Falcon launches leadership bid with promise to lead decisively By Andrew MacLeod, 30 Nov 2010 Abbott wins youth endorsement over 'new generation' Falcon By Andrew MacLeod, 29 Nov 2010 Falcon and de Jong poised to enter Liberal leadership race By Andrew MacLeod, 29 Nov 2010 Province on budget track despite economic risks: Hansen By Andrew MacLeod, 25 Nov 2010 Abbott enters race to lead Liberals, province By Andrew MacLeod, 25 Nov 2010 Province should fund patients to give views on drugs: researcher By Andrew MacLeod, 25 Nov 2010 Recall poll expense may need to be declared: Elections BC By Andrew MacLeod, 24 Nov 2010 Opinion survey asking questions related to Chong recall By Andrew MacLeod, 24 Nov 2010 BC's New Drug Review 'Jeopardizing Lives' Province went from best to worst in evaluating pharmaceuticals, charges Canadian Health Coalition official. By Andrew MacLeod, 24 Nov 2010 Byelection would be trouble for minister Chong: poll By Andrew MacLeod, 23 Nov 2010 BC NDP whip's resignation exposes cracks in opposition By Andrew MacLeod, 19 Nov 2010 BC NDP caucus whip Conroy resigning By Andrew MacLeod, 19 Nov 2010 Poll finds Liberal-NDP gap narrowing in BC By Andrew MacLeod, 19 Nov 2010 Former NDP MLAs voice support for James' leadership By Andrew MacLeod, 18 Nov 2010 BC Ferries faces significant financial challenges: Hahn By Andrew MacLeod, 18 Nov 2010 'He's Not a Nice Man': Bennett on Campbell Fired cabinet minister says government caucus has 'battered wife syndrome,' unloads on premier. By Andrew MacLeod, 17 Nov 2010 'You have almost a battered wife sydrome inside our caucus,' says BC ex-minister Bennett By Andrew MacLeod, 17 Nov 2010 Colleagues push Energy Minister Bennett from cabinet By Andrew MacLeod, 17 Nov 2010 Report Questions Need for BC Human Rights Tribunal Changes Law institute tells province more public consultation needed before accepting attackers' arguments. By Andrew MacLeod, 17 Nov 2010 A full NDP leadership convention would be healthy: MLA Coons By Andrew MacLeod, 16 Nov 2010 BC Libs to pick new leader Feb. 26 By Andrew MacLeod, 16 Nov 2010 Ktunaxa Nation declares territory protected, closed to ski resort By Andrew MacLeod, 15 Nov 2010 BC Hydro Spent $62,000 on Party for Politicians The Crown corp. calls it good value for money, critics call it 'part of a pattern of wasted money.' By Andrew MacLeod, 15 Nov 2010 HST initiative question proposed to BC government By Andrew MacLeod, 10 Nov 2010 Report details 37 'pipeline incidents' in BC last year By Andrew MacLeod, 9 Nov 2010 Bring on Investigation, Defiant Private Clinic Owner Tells Province BC gov't seeks warrant to audit Brian Day's Cambie Surgeries Corp. for extra billing. By Andrew MacLeod, 8 Nov 2010 'Nefarious' counting allows BC coal expansion despite warming risk By Andrew MacLeod, 8 Nov 2010 Lekstrom considering run for Liberal leadership By Andrew MacLeod, 4 Nov 2010 'Politics Can Be a Nasty Business': Campbell Steps Down Premier announces the end of his run, throwing wide open the question of who will succeed him. By Andrew MacLeod, 3 Nov 2010 BC Premier Gordon Campbell quits, calls for leadership convention By Andrew MacLeod, 3 Nov 2010 Critics question legality of new resource super ministry By Andrew MacLeod, 2 Nov 2010 Lawyer for Tsilhqot'in welcomes mine decision By Andrew MacLeod, 2 Nov 2010 BC Ferries' Hahn offered FOI requester free visit to head office By Andrew MacLeod, 1 Nov 2010 Globe considers changes following manipulation of Fish Lake mining poll By Andrew MacLeod, 29 Oct 2010 New Super Ministry Now Decides on BC's Environment Campbell's cabinet shuffle concentrates power over water and land use into one office. By Andrew MacLeod, 29 Oct 2010 'Online polls aren't scientific': Globe and Mail editor By Andrew MacLeod, 28 Oct 2010 Premier Campbell's Tax Cut Surprise Opposition leader, other critics call it an ill-devised gambit to win back voters. By Andrew MacLeod, 28 Oct 2010 Premier Campbell uses TV appearance to promise income tax cut By Andrew MacLeod, 27 Oct 2010 Prosperity Mine supporters 'cheated' on online poll: activist By Andrew MacLeod, 26 Oct 2010 BC's experimental health funding model adds costs: British MP By Andrew MacLeod, 21 Oct 2010 NDP leader James finds support from New Westminster By Andrew MacLeod, 21 Oct 2010 Cities to Province: Pedal Harder on Bike Projects Cycling is hot politics at local levels; in the legislature, not so much. By Andrew MacLeod, 21 Oct 2010 BC won't follow Ontario's ban on taxpayer funded lobbyists By Andrew MacLeod, 20 Oct 2010 Surrey-Green Timbers NDP support James, leadership review By Andrew MacLeod, 20 Oct 2010 NDP leader James acted unilaterally to oust Simpson: Macdonald By Andrew MacLeod, 18 Oct 2010 Private Stores Far More Likely to Sell Booze to Minors Government outlets twice as diligent in checking IDs of underage drinkers, province's study finds. By Andrew MacLeod, 18 Oct 2010 NDP leader James is on right track, says former premier Harcourt By Andrew MacLeod, 15 Oct 2010 NDP caucus strong despite resignation says James By Andrew MacLeod, 15 Oct 2010 MLA Macdonald resigns as BC NDP caucus chair By Andrew MacLeod, 15 Oct 2010 'Serious trouble' if BC allowed lead on environmental assessments: Chief By Andrew MacLeod, 13 Oct 2010 Greens seeking winnable ridings, talking to disaffected MLAs By Andrew MacLeod, 12 Oct 2010 Booting Simpson sign of weak, scared NDP leadership: Corky Evans By Andrew MacLeod, 8 Oct 2010 Campbell's mining stance insults First Nations: Chief By Andrew MacLeod, 8 Oct 2010 Former NDP minister Perry sides with Simpson By Andrew MacLeod, 8 Oct 2010 Simpson Traces Rift with James Back to 2005 NDP's 'strategy isn't working' says MLA ousted from caucus over critical statement. By Andrew MacLeod, 8 Oct 2010 Mayors and councillors reflected apathy of voters at UBCM: councillor By Andrew MacLeod, 6 Oct 2010 Newspaper's literacy campaign left out NDP reps By Andrew MacLeod, 5 Oct 2010 Coroner recommends safety audits following Olympic luge death By Andrew MacLeod, 4 Oct 2010 Premier's UBCM speech recalls Olympic glory By Andrew MacLeod, 1 Oct 2010 Anger over Minister's 'Backtrack' on Minimum Wage Raise After hinting $8 rate might rise, Coell clams up. One business group leader wants no minimum at all. By Andrew MacLeod, 1 Oct 2010 Feds forgive ferry import duty, fare decrease promised By Andrew MacLeod, 1 Oct 2010 Campbell should recall Leg, James tells UBCM By Andrew MacLeod, 30 Sep 2010 UBCM recommends keeping three-year terms By Andrew MacLeod, 30 Sep 2010 'Living Wage' Cities in Canada May Double, to Two Esquimalt councilor says assuring adequate local government pay rates is a winner. By Andrew MacLeod, 30 Sep 2010 UBCM opposes provincial push to harmonize environmental reviews By Andrew MacLeod, 29 Sep 2010 UBCM term limit extension headed for revote By Andrew MacLeod, 29 Sep 2010 Rockwell's Short Stint Heading BC Innovation Council After just two years, expensive recruit leaves for Pulse Energy, run by BCIC board member. By Andrew MacLeod, 29 Sep 2010 Province considering financial help to solve corporate tax revolt By Andrew MacLeod, 28 Sep 2010 Local governments may use own projects to meet carbon neutral goal By Andrew MacLeod, 27 Sep 2010 Government regulations add to housing costs: minister By Andrew MacLeod, 27 Sep 2010 Problems with government phone line amount to 'negligence': advocate By Andrew MacLeod, 24 Sep 2010 Temporary Elections BC chief offers 'bureaucratic' rationale for shuffle By Andrew MacLeod, 23 Sep 2010 BC Ferries 'photo theft' irks photographers By Andrew MacLeod, 23 Sep 2010 Two Months of HST Sees Consumer Price Index Rise Finance minister said businesses might pass on cost savings. By Andrew MacLeod, 23 Sep 2010 Landfill Lobby Trashed Waste-to-Energy Plan Cache Creek owners argued to province that recycling garbage is more green than burning it, and saves jobs. By Andrew MacLeod, 22 Sep 2010 Competitor disagrees with BC Ferries' drop trailer argument By Andrew MacLeod, 20 Sep 2010 Fight HST organizers announce recall targets By Andrew MacLeod, 20 Sep 2010 Drop trailer pricing is fair, BC Ferries tells regulator By Andrew MacLeod, 17 Sep 2010 Interim Elections BC chief in Kenya for conference By Andrew MacLeod, 15 Sep 2010 BC government will respect HST vote, but won't give refunds: Hansen By Andrew MacLeod, 14 Sep 2010 Court ruling clears way for health clinic audits: Dix By Andrew MacLeod, 13 Sep 2010 Committee sends HST to province-wide vote By Andrew MacLeod, 13 Sep 2010 NDP requests explanation for Elections BC shuffle By Andrew MacLeod, 13 Sep 2010 Housing numbers mask lack of new units: CCPA report By Andrew MacLeod, 13 Sep 2010 Axe Falls on Officer who Nixed Libs' HST Budget Mailer Linda Johnson's job eliminated by politically appointed interim Elections BC chief. By Andrew MacLeod, 10 Sep 2010 Ferry union plans to appeal Ready ruling By Andrew MacLeod, 9 Sep 2010 Liberal appointee axes second in command at Elections BC By Andrew MacLeod, 9 Sep 2010 Committee delays decision on HST petition By Andrew MacLeod, 8 Sep 2010 BC only province to fix spring election date By Andrew MacLeod, 8 Sep 2010 BC Ferries will announce whenever any FOI records are released By Andrew MacLeod, 7 Sep 2010 Elizabeth May's Political Progress in BC The Green leader moved to Sidney for the friendly voters polling identified. But winning them over is taking finesse and hard work. By Andrew MacLeod, 6 Jul 2010 Les oversaw pro-development culture where laws treated as 'guidelines' By Andrew MacLeod, 25 Jun 2010 Charges for bureaucrat but not Les in Chilliwack By Andrew MacLeod, 25 Jun 2010 Turning Waste Wood into Gas-Fueled Energy Nexterra claims its UBC and Victoria projects mark the cutting edge against climate change. Not everyone measures the benefits the same. By Andrew MacLeod, 25 Jun 2010 Species at risk task force a 'sad joke': Huntington By Andrew MacLeod, 21 Jun 2010 Province denies grant to Victoria Fringe, angers manager By Andrew MacLeod, 18 Jun 2010 Welfare ministry undecided on pursuing overpayment claims By Andrew MacLeod, 18 Jun 2010 'We are open to future discussions with both bands': marina developers By Andrew MacLeod, 17 Jun 2010 Lousy Cases against 'Overpaid' Welfare Recipients: Legal Advocates 'Cookie cutter' claims lack facts, invoke obsolete rule, say poverty lawyers. By Andrew MacLeod, 16 Jun 2010 BC Conservatives ditch spokesperson over Lekstrom comments By Andrew MacLeod, 15 Jun 2010 Conservatives mixed on Lekstrom's leaving By Andrew MacLeod, 14 Jun 2010 Victoria marina approvals challenged in court By Andrew MacLeod, 14 Jun 2010 BC Conservatives want an MLA to join them, just not Lekstrom By Andrew MacLeod, 11 Jun 2010 Lekstrom's a 'Rat': BC Conservative What now for the Peace River MLA who quit Libs? Conservatives aren't welcoming. By Andrew MacLeod, 11 Jun 2010 Campbell shuffles cabinet, stands by unpopular HST By Andrew MacLeod, 11 Jun 2010 Advice from lawyers 'sacrosanct', must be private: committee chair By Andrew MacLeod, 11 Jun 2010 Asbestos cover-up consistent with BC Ferries secrecy: Coons By Andrew MacLeod, 10 Jun 2010 Recommended change would send more FOI decisions to court By Andrew MacLeod, 10 Jun 2010 Public Left Adrift on Ferry Asbestos Risk BC Ferries still mum about exposure level on Queen of Burnaby. By Andrew MacLeod, 10 Jun 2010 Consultant's report provides ferry asbestos risk details By Andrew MacLeod, 8 Jun 2010 Asbestos risk closes parts of Queen of Burnaby ferry By Andrew MacLeod, 7 Jun 2010 BC considers tighter restriction on release of legal advice By Andrew MacLeod, 4 Jun 2010 'Well insulated' BC led Canada in lost jobs in May By Andrew MacLeod, 4 Jun 2010 PavCo spent $20,404 on Olympic tix By Andrew MacLeod, 3 Jun 2010 BC insulated from economic trouble this time, says finance minister By Andrew MacLeod, 2 Jun 2010 Most BC job opportunities in sales and services By Andrew MacLeod, 2 Jun 2010 Geothermal Just Got Hotter Kelowna firm's tech makes it easier for old buildings to tap the Earth for heating and cooling. By Andrew MacLeod, 2 Jun 2010 Freedom of Info 'Black Hole' Will Grow: Watchdog Advocate slams Libs, NDP for supporting new committee report on government transparency. By Andrew MacLeod, 2 Jun 2010 Committee calls for routine release of government records, again By Andrew MacLeod, 31 May 2010 Therapeutics Initiative will have reduced role and budget: Falcon By Andrew MacLeod, 28 May 2010 Artist suing Crown corp over management of Victoria parking lot By Andrew MacLeod, 28 May 2010 Cave protection rules first proposed in 1988 By Andrew MacLeod, 27 May 2010 Child and youth rep and government reach agreement on cabinet docs By Andrew MacLeod, 27 May 2010 Bell says he's consulting with current Victoria mayor By Andrew MacLeod, 25 May 2010 Queen of North Captain Fighting His Firing Tribunal ruled Henthorne 'heroic' but responsible for tragedy. He claims he was dumped for raising safety concerns. By Andrew MacLeod, 23 May 2010 Liberal support falls, 61 percent disapprove of premier's performance By Andrew MacLeod, 20 May 2010 Fairness of Hydro's Clean Power Call Entrusted to Lib Donor Lawyer had billed $2.4 million to BC Hydro, gave to the BC Liberals. By Andrew MacLeod, 20 May 2010 Stephen Owen to review special prosecutor appointments By Andrew MacLeod, 20 May 2010 MLA questions Victoria marina team’s Liberal donations By Andrew MacLeod, 18 May 2010 Government waiting on child rep changes during talks By Andrew MacLeod, 18 May 2010 Attack on child rep's right to know will impair office: Hughes By Andrew MacLeod, 17 May 2010 Election official dismisses finance minister's HST complaint By Andrew MacLeod, 14 May 2010 Government ordered to give child and youth rep cabinet documents By Andrew MacLeod, 14 May 2010 Minister Bell could stop Victoria marina on 'public interest' grounds By Andrew MacLeod, 14 May 2010 NDP critic questions speed of Cache Creek landfill decision By Andrew MacLeod, 11 May 2010 Adding 'public interest' to ferry act unnecessary: Minister Bond By Andrew MacLeod, 11 May 2010 Reports vary greatly on size of Victoria salmon protest By Andrew MacLeod, 10 May 2010 New special prosecutor appointed to Heed campaign case By Andrew MacLeod, 7 May 2010 Robertson's Previous Decisions Now Clouded, Say Critics Special prosecutor's actions on Dobell case and others are tainted, argue some, but de Jong won't 'try to rewrite history.' By Andrew MacLeod, 7 May 2010 BC government releases Olympic ticket recipient list By Andrew MacLeod, 6 May 2010 Heed case shows Dobell file should be re-opened: BC Conservatives By Andrew MacLeod, 6 May 2010 Yesterday's events were 'absolutely bizarre': Kash Heed By Andrew MacLeod, 5 May 2010 Heed Resigns Again After Special Prosecutor Steps Down As he advised Heed not be charged, Robertson knew his law firm had donated to the politician's campaign. By Andrew MacLeod, 5 May 2010 Heed staying in cabinet despite tainted process By Andrew MacLeod, 4 May 2010 Special Prosecutor on Heed case steps down, citing conflict By Andrew MacLeod, 4 May 2010 Premier Campbell reappoints Heed as solicitor general By Andrew MacLeod, 4 May 2010 Three-year-old ATV regulations surprise to minister responsible By Andrew MacLeod, 4 May 2010 BC government needs to clarify ferry goals: committee chairs By Andrew MacLeod, 4 May 2010 Criminal Charges for Heed's Campaign Team Members 'No evidence' Heed was involved in dirty tricks campaign flyers. By Andrew MacLeod, 4 May 2010 Charges laid against senior Heed campaign staff By Andrew MacLeod, 3 May 2010 Taxpayers Federation claims credit for BC Ferries FOI move By Andrew MacLeod, 3 May 2010 Marina developers wanted to tell Bell about 'politically sensitive' plans By Andrew MacLeod, 3 May 2010 Government curtails child and youth rep's right to know By Andrew MacLeod, 30 Apr 2010 Citizens Deprived of pro-HST Mailer, Complains Hansen As he shuts down debate in Leg over the tax, finance minister slams Elections BC for preventing government's mass mailing. By Andrew MacLeod, 30 Apr 2010 Proposed Victoria marina clears environmental assessment By Andrew MacLeod, 29 Apr 2010 BC Ferries brought under FOI law, executive salaries capped By Andrew MacLeod, 29 Apr 2010 Government's HST promoting pamphlet would break provincial law By Andrew MacLeod, 29 Apr 2010 Chilliwack farmland subdivisions broke provincial law: ALC report By Andrew MacLeod, 28 Apr 2010 BC introduces Clean Energy Act By Andrew MacLeod, 28 Apr 2010 Health minister 'fundamentally disagrees' with commissioner's privacy worries By Andrew MacLeod, 28 Apr 2010 Dump Health Honcho, Says NDP, Citing Leaked Letters New Vancouver Coastal Health chair had urged minister to let publicly funded hospital buy services from private clinics. By Andrew MacLeod, 28 Apr 2010 Liberals cut short HST debate By Andrew MacLeod, 26 Apr 2010 Minister says he's not 'pissing around' on Hydro hotel tab By Andrew MacLeod, 26 Apr 2010 BC MLAs declare having bought and sold real estate, stocks By Andrew MacLeod, 26 Apr 2010 Commissioner raps health minister for attack on privacy By Andrew MacLeod, 23 Apr 2010 Toxic air from cruise ships needs more study: BC environment minister By Andrew MacLeod, 22 Apr 2010 Weisgerber's Lucrative Move from BC Hydro Director to Consultant Praised by premier for Site C dam help, former Socred leader from Peace River billed $206,743 last year. By Andrew MacLeod, 22 Apr 2010 Another political party needed in BC: Gordon Wilson By Andrew MacLeod, 21 Apr 2010 Ministry promised to pay Hydro back for hotel room: Lekstrom By Andrew MacLeod, 20 Apr 2010 Minister's hotel stay on Hydro tab raises questions: union By Andrew MacLeod, 20 Apr 2010 Crown Corp Fronted Energy Minister's Hotel Tab BC Hydro billed ministry for Lekstrom's Olympic room after Tyee inquiry. By Andrew MacLeod, 19 Apr 2010 Media attention hard on family, says Heed's campaign manager By Andrew MacLeod, 15 Apr 2010 Post-election HST query would have been routine: Hansen By Andrew MacLeod, 15 Apr 2010 BC Ready for Showdown on Generic Drugs NDP critic says government should work to control costs on all prescriptions. By Andrew MacLeod, 15 Apr 2010 BC government appoints advisor to Vancouver school board By Andrew MacLeod, 14 Apr 2010 Minister rejects call to reduce light from greenhouses, protect birds By Andrew MacLeod, 13 Apr 2010 Vancouver homeless count appears political: Coleman By Andrew MacLeod, 13 Apr 2010 Everyone should live within Election Act: BC premier By Andrew MacLeod, 12 Apr 2010 BC drops 300 workers from resource ministries By Andrew MacLeod, 12 Apr 2010 Elections BC Forwarded Alleged Illegal Advertising to RCMP Solicitor General Kash Heed steps down citing investigation. By Andrew MacLeod, 9 Apr 2010 Elections BC turned advertising over to RCMP By Andrew MacLeod, 9 Apr 2010 BC solicitor general Kash Heed resigns citing RCMP election investigation By Andrew MacLeod, 9 Apr 2010 Both main BC parties ended 2009 deep in debt By Andrew MacLeod, 9 Apr 2010 First Nation negotiating with WFP to buy Vancouver Island assets By Andrew MacLeod, 9 Apr 2010 Province chips in to help buy land it released from public management By Andrew MacLeod, 8 Apr 2010 Researchers critical of BC attack on drug watchdog By Andrew MacLeod, 7 Apr 2010 BC government eHealth fraud case back in court in May By Andrew MacLeod, 7 Apr 2010 Door Open to Sue Pfizer in BC Says Researcher $142 million ruling in US shows province is too cozy with drug giant: Cassels. By Andrew MacLeod, 2 Apr 2010 NDP critic offers alternative HST legislation titles By Andrew MacLeod, 1 Apr 2010 BC government failing to meet privacy law, committee told By Andrew MacLeod, 1 Apr 2010 BC Lousy at Guarding Privacy: Commissioner Don't give government more powers to share personal info, Fraser tells committee. By Andrew MacLeod, 1 Apr 2010 BC finance minister Hansen introduces bill to prepare for HST By Andrew MacLeod, 30 Mar 2010 Security breach 'illegal' and 'nefarious': BC official By Andrew MacLeod, 30 Mar 2010 'They Wouldn't Let Me Go to the Bathroom' Security guard may have lost a kidney because of workplace rules at Health Ministry. By Andrew MacLeod, 30 Mar 2010 Province and BCGEU reach agreement with zero pay increase By Andrew MacLeod, 29 Mar 2010 BC Housing suing Vancouver agency for money owed, mismanagement By Andrew MacLeod, 25 Mar 2010 Timing right for BC Rail execs to go: minister Bond By Andrew MacLeod, 25 Mar 2010 Sweeping New Powers Would Threaten Privacy: Watchdog BC Government wants to amend law to allow much more collection and sharing of personal data. By Andrew MacLeod, 25 Mar 2010 Province terminating three BC Rail executive contracts, paying severance By Andrew MacLeod, 24 Mar 2010 Documents outline changes to forest ministry focus By Andrew MacLeod, 23 Mar 2010 Public hearings on mine proposal will include Tsilhqot'in documentary By Andrew MacLeod, 23 Mar 2010 BC government holding back pre-election fiscal updates By Andrew MacLeod, 23 Mar 2010 NDP critics question BC Hydro taking 'flyer' on untested Finavera By Andrew MacLeod, 23 Mar 2010 MLAs were advised on accepting Olympic gifts By Andrew MacLeod, 23 Mar 2010 Pitch to sell surgeries doesn't contradict extra-billing court case: Falcon By Andrew MacLeod, 22 Mar 2010 BC anti-deforestation bill won't apply to timber harvesting By Andrew MacLeod, 22 Mar 2010 Film expresses Tsilhqot'in connection to area threatened by mine proposal: lawyer By Andrew MacLeod, 19 Mar 2010 Prorogation leads to ongoing pro-democracy movement By Andrew MacLeod, 18 Mar 2010 Mining company wants film sympathetic to Tsilhqot'in barred from public hearing By Andrew MacLeod, 17 Mar 2010 One NDP nominee seeking chance to face May, Lunn By Andrew MacLeod, 17 Mar 2010 Bring on Medical Tourism, Says Private Provider Locals would have to be able to buy their way to front of queue, too, says private clinic director. By Andrew MacLeod, 17 Mar 2010 Queen of North Captain's Firing Legal: Appeals Tribunal While criminal charges are laid against officer, doomed ferry's captain loses chance to keep his job. By Andrew MacLeod, 16 Mar 2010 Officer charged in BC Ferries sinking By Andrew MacLeod, 16 Mar 2010 In Victoria, Cruise Ships Spew More Toxins than Assumed: Study Sulphur dioxide levels at three times previous findings, says CRD report. By Andrew MacLeod, 15 Mar 2010 Cruise ship emissions may be Victoria health concern: report By Andrew MacLeod, 12 Mar 2010 TAPS, government differ on gaming grant cut By Andrew MacLeod, 12 Mar 2010 New Lobbying Rules Stir up a Hall Full of Concerns 'It's a black hole' moans one attendee at education session hosted by pending registrar of lobbyists. By Andrew MacLeod, 12 Mar 2010 Gaming grant cut to Victoria anti-poverty group By Andrew MacLeod, 11 Mar 2010 Industry group recognizes BC drug task force chair By Andrew MacLeod, 11 Mar 2010 Libs selective with photo radar stats, ignore lives saved By Andrew MacLeod, 11 Mar 2010 Minister defends Tourism BC aid to swimsuit issue By Andrew MacLeod, 10 Mar 2010 Public support for gambling linked to grants: NDP critic By Andrew MacLeod, 9 Mar 2010 BC considering selling health services to visitors By Andrew MacLeod, 9 Mar 2010 Premier's office added $2 billion to Olympic impact estimate By Andrew MacLeod, 8 Mar 2010 'Visionary' Deal Preserves Jordan River Gem Capital Regional District protects surf beach and some forest, but thousands of hectares not included. By Andrew MacLeod, 8 Mar 2010 Part of CRD's land purchase likely to be re-sold: board chair By Andrew MacLeod, 5 Mar 2010 Regional government buys parts of former forest land By Andrew MacLeod, 5 Mar 2010 Former High Level Health Honcho Charged with Fraud NDP slams province's eHealth oversight as three people face 16 charges. By Andrew MacLeod, 5 Mar 2010 Charges laid against two provincial officials, doctor By Andrew MacLeod, 4 Mar 2010 Arts Funding Less than Advertised Say Advocates BC's overall arts budget $15 million less than two years ago: ProArt Alliance. By Andrew MacLeod, 4 Mar 2010 Money for land protection easier to find two years ago: minister By Andrew MacLeod, 3 Mar 2010 'Hangover Budget' Pleases Few Housing spending up, but Libs draw fire from health, education, environment sectors. By Andrew MacLeod, 3 Mar 2010 BC Budget cuts government jobs, steady on health and education By Andrew MacLeod, 2 Mar 2010 Protecting former forest land may require direct action: activist By Andrew MacLeod, 1 Mar 2010 Hansen skips budget shoes, donates dollars to wheelchair sports By Andrew MacLeod, 1 Mar 2010 BC Ferries reports larger third quarter loss By Andrew MacLeod, 26 Feb 2010 Environmental leader attacks Greenpeace climate appointment By Andrew MacLeod, 26 Feb 2010 Olympic economic impacts much smaller than promised By Andrew MacLeod, 25 Feb 2010 'It's been horrible. I made a mistake': MLA facing drunk driving charges By Andrew MacLeod, 24 Feb 2010 Liberal MLA faces drunk driving charges By Andrew MacLeod, 23 Feb 2010 BC Ferries announces April fare hike amounts By Andrew MacLeod, 23 Feb 2010 Lobbyist registrar hosting info sessions on rule changes By Andrew MacLeod, 23 Feb 2010 Throne Speech Pledge Could Signal Tuition Hikes Plan to enable "universities to remove themselves from the government reporting entity" worries some student advocates. By Andrew MacLeod, 17 Feb 2010 'We have to really think about why people travel': ferry commissioner By Andrew MacLeod, 16 Feb 2010 Further fare hikes approved for BC Ferries By Andrew MacLeod, 15 Feb 2010 New system will risk private information: FIPA By Andrew MacLeod, 12 Feb 2010 Children's ministry uses insecure computer system too By Andrew MacLeod, 12 Feb 2010 NDP MLA who proposed hosting Olympics pans games By Andrew MacLeod, 11 Feb 2010 Olympics, prorogation, HST, conservation on Harper protesters' agendas By Andrew MacLeod, 11 Feb 2010 Prime Minister Stephen Harper calls Olympics BC's 'golden moment' By Andrew MacLeod, 11 Feb 2010 BC's Coleman to foreign press: your problems are worse By Andrew MacLeod, 11 Feb 2010 BC Minister's order made government's social media use legal By Andrew MacLeod, 11 Feb 2010 Vancouver health records system had serious security weaknesses By Andrew MacLeod, 10 Feb 2010 More consultation needed on ferry route change: minister By Andrew MacLeod, 10 Feb 2010 Libs to Cut Services and Red Tape Expect less from government, and faster environmental assessments: BC throne speech. By Andrew MacLeod, 10 Feb 2010 BC Transit reverses Taxi Saver cuts By Andrew MacLeod, 9 Feb 2010 Olympics will be great, government in fiscal trouble: throne speech By Andrew MacLeod, 9 Feb 2010 Victoria group raising money to help families with rent By Andrew MacLeod, 9 Feb 2010 Travel program cut for people with disabilities By Andrew MacLeod, 8 Feb 2010 Mega-Yacht Marina, Not Yet Approved, Taking Payments of $10,000 Controversial Victoria Harbour project has yet to be green lighted by feds, province. By Andrew MacLeod, 5 Feb 2010 Reducing toxins would fight cancer: MP By Andrew MacLeod, 5 Feb 2010 MP requests investigation into Victoria marina lobbying By Andrew MacLeod, 4 Feb 2010 How to Revive an 'Eviscerated' Freedom of Info Act That was the topic as MLAs heard from frustrated open government advocates. By Andrew MacLeod, 4 Feb 2010 NDP push opening Olympics to FOI By Andrew MacLeod, 3 Feb 2010 'The crisis isn't today, but the crisis is coming': Hansen on pensions By Andrew MacLeod, 2 Feb 2010 BC opens public input on 'urgent' pension question By Andrew MacLeod, 2 Feb 2010 BC emergency readiness improved following audits: officials By Andrew MacLeod, 2 Feb 2010 Victoria bids on bankrupt motels By Andrew MacLeod, 1 Feb 2010 Complaints of Unfairness Shoot up from Welfare, Disability Recipients Independent government tribunal had budget cut as appeals rose 46 per cent. By Andrew MacLeod, 1 Feb 2010 If Big Quake Hits, Key Ministries Won't Be Ready: Audit Province's emergency planning and reaction skills slammed by internal report. By Andrew MacLeod, 28 Jan 2010 Government watchdogs better paid than senior bureaucrats By Andrew MacLeod, 26 Jan 2010 Slow ministry phone response concerns advocate for people with disabilities By Andrew MacLeod, 25 Jan 2010 Welfare-to-work contractor billed government for 'no-show' clients By Andrew MacLeod, 22 Jan 2010 Sockeye Eco-Certification Kicks up Storm Why give BC's collapsed runs a sustainable seal of approval, critics ask. By Andrew MacLeod, 21 Jan 2010 Haitian earthquake victims should have used more wood: Campbell By Andrew MacLeod, 20 Jan 2010 Sockeye eco-certification in year of collapse risks MSC credibility: critic By Andrew MacLeod, 20 Jan 2010 Province's complaint response policy should match law: report By Andrew MacLeod, 19 Jan 2010 Province returns to economic forecasters despite past performance By Andrew MacLeod, 19 Jan 2010 Commission outlines ambulance options, including private delivery By Andrew MacLeod, 18 Jan 2010 Vancouver Island Health's Pricey Consultant at Centre of Ontario Scandal $746,646 paid to Courtyard Group was money well spent: VIHA official. By Andrew MacLeod, 18 Jan 2010 BC lawyers’ association plans public consult on legal aid crisis By Andrew MacLeod, 12 Jan 2010 Documents confirm plan to sell ‘unused capacity’ in BC operating rooms By Andrew MacLeod, 12 Jan 2010 Metro Vancouver likely to seek waste-to-energy approvals By Andrew MacLeod, 8 Jan 2010 'It Stinks Like Garbage' Chief worries about expanding Cache Creek dump. Decisions favour Liberal donors. By Andrew MacLeod, 8 Jan 2010 Liberal donor company wins bid to expand Cache Creek landfill By Andrew MacLeod, 6 Jan 2010 Who Calls the Shots for BC Gambling Limits? Emails indicate Minister Coleman was told just five days before BC's Lottery Corporation raised online gambling limits from $120 to $9,999. By Andrew MacLeod, 6 Jan 2010 BC government failed to update Olympic impact estimate By Andrew MacLeod, 5 Jan 2010 Canadians Confused about Paying for Retirement: Menzies Lead Tory at pension summit says system has 'gaps' but offers no clear path on reforms. By Andrew MacLeod, 18 Dec 2009 Eroding Pensions, Political Flashpoints Expect more strikes and other battles over pensions if ministers can't craft real reform in Whitehorse this week. By David Beers and Andrew MacLeod, 17 Dec 2009 More dialogue needed around energy exports: environmental groups By Andrew MacLeod, 17 Dec 2009 Ombudsperson recommends improvements to seniors' care By Andrew MacLeod, 17 Dec 2009 Fisheries minister’s comments on Skeena sockeye ‘asinine’: BC NDP MLA By Andrew MacLeod, 15 Dec 2009 Image Group's government biz took tumble By Andrew MacLeod, 14 Dec 2009 Referenda an 'affront' to elected officials: Victoria councilor By Andrew MacLeod, 14 Dec 2009 NDP's Fleming heads to Copenhagen climate meeting By Andrew MacLeod, 11 Dec 2009 Tories 'Not Discounting Any Option' on Pension Reform Key MP says need is urgent, expresses concerns about labour's idea to double CPP. By Andrew MacLeod, 11 Dec 2009 Five years to see major IBM contract too long: FIPA By Andrew MacLeod, 11 Dec 2009 BC government loses bid to keep IBM contract secret By Andrew MacLeod, 10 Dec 2009 Democracy is like a video game, umbrella, pie: youth videos By Andrew MacLeod, 9 Dec 2009 Victoria loses appeal of right-to-shelter case By Andrew MacLeod, 9 Dec 2009 BC job program review finds billing problems By Andrew MacLeod, 8 Dec 2009 Use Olympics as 'launch pad': Campbell to new tourism council By Andrew MacLeod, 7 Dec 2009 MLA declared gift from 'minister exploration' group By Andrew MacLeod, 3 Dec 2009 Premier's vote recorded just once during fall sitting By Andrew MacLeod, 3 Dec 2009 BC 'Leading' National Discussion on Fixing Pensions: Hansen Labour, BC Liberals, others jostle to put forth new retirement plans. By Andrew MacLeod, 3 Dec 2009 BCNU applies to represent LPNs now with HEU By Andrew MacLeod, 1 Dec 2009 'Sustainability' the Hot Word (Again) at NDP Convention Leader James links economy with ecology, but some delegates not satisfied. By Andrew MacLeod, 30 Nov 2009 BC NDP reaffirms commitment to sustainability By Andrew MacLeod, 29 Nov 2009 Layton stresses climate change fight in NDP convention speech By Andrew MacLeod, 29 Nov 2009 NDP pass motion allowing for leadership review By Andrew MacLeod, 29 Nov 2009 'Carbon taxes can work': NDP convention keynote speaker By Andrew MacLeod, 28 Nov 2009 Climate change missing from James speech: former MLA By Andrew MacLeod, 28 Nov 2009 NDP a positive alternative to Liberal lies: BC NDP leader James By Andrew MacLeod, 28 Nov 2009 NDP convention applauds Sinclair speech advocating taxing wealthy By Andrew MacLeod, 28 Nov 2009 NDP decline to push for public financing for political parties By Andrew MacLeod, 28 Nov 2009 'Every political party in the country took a hit': NDP treasurer By Andrew MacLeod, 27 Nov 2009 NDP enters convention facing 'cash flow crunch' By Andrew MacLeod, 27 Nov 2009 BC First Graders Get Book Rejected as 'Racist' Elsewhere 'Let's Go' story of transport depicts Aboriginal stereotypes, advised experts. By Andrew MacLeod, 27 Nov 2009 'Racist' book distributed to BC grade one students By Andrew MacLeod, 26 Nov 2009 BC Ferries ignores government, reappoints director to two boards By Andrew MacLeod, 25 Nov 2009 BC lowers threshold for greenhouse gas reporting By Andrew MacLeod, 25 Nov 2009 BC may train fewer midwives without more funding By Andrew MacLeod, 24 Nov 2009 Health ministry quit taking TI's independent drug advice By Andrew MacLeod, 24 Nov 2009 Rise in EI recipients 'not surprising': BC minister Hansen By Andrew MacLeod, 24 Nov 2009 BC leads on child poverty, minister says province improving By Andrew MacLeod, 24 Nov 2009 BC saw large Sept. increase in EI recipients By Andrew MacLeod, 24 Nov 2009 Ministers thought hard about Tourism BC decision, produced no records By Andrew MacLeod, 23 Nov 2009 Polls put NDP ahead in BC By Andrew MacLeod, 23 Nov 2009 A Good Dam Deal? NDP say existing Waneta Dam contract cheaper; Libs say purchase gives capacity, certainty. By Andrew MacLeod, 20 Nov 2009 BC Ferries booked meeting at board members' hotel By Andrew MacLeod, 20 Nov 2009 Health minister Falcon comfortable with drug advisor's new role with Pfizer By Andrew MacLeod, 19 Nov 2009 Bond promises review of pay for B.C. Rail execs By Andrew MacLeod, 18 Nov 2009 Minister 'quite confident' cut to BC executive positions achieved By Andrew MacLeod, 18 Nov 2009 Heads Won't Roll? BC's premier pledged to cut 'senior executive ranks' by 20 per cent, but can offer no proof it happened. Tyee calculations raise doubts. By Andrew MacLeod, 18 Nov 2009 BC government drug policy advisor appointed to Pfizer position By Andrew MacLeod, 17 Nov 2009 'I obviously don't agree': minister Hansen on BC Ferries' Hahn By Andrew MacLeod, 16 Nov 2009 Groups encourage Campbell to bring BC Ferries back under FOI act By Andrew MacLeod, 16 Nov 2009 Analysts Argue over Olympics Effect on BC Tourism New report puts impact at zero so far, but another expert says 'more clever' counting yields rosier view. By Andrew MacLeod, 15 Nov 2009 Victoria hospital dispute won’t affect building quality: project manager By Andrew MacLeod, 10 Nov 2009 Rix friend of British Columbia, Liberal Party By Andrew MacLeod, 9 Nov 2009 Appearance of conflict possible with brothers on ferry board, commission By Andrew MacLeod, 9 Nov 2009 Bloated Pay, Conflict at Top of BC Ferries: Ministry Report Boss Hahn's $1 million salary twice the norm; board members set own pay 'without accountability'. By Andrew MacLeod, 7 Nov 2009 Finance official offers fixes for troubles at Ferries, TransLink By Andrew MacLeod, 6 Nov 2009 BC considering offering 'surgical tourism': Sask. health minister By Andrew MacLeod, 5 Nov 2009 Olympic tourism impacts fell short: report By Andrew MacLeod, 5 Nov 2009 Bennett declines to comment on advertising allegation By Andrew MacLeod, 4 Nov 2009 Olympic economic impact will be 'billions and billions': BC minister Hansen By Andrew MacLeod, 4 Nov 2009 NDP requests election advertising investigation By Andrew MacLeod, 3 Nov 2009 Premium needed for Saskatchewan surgeries: BC's Falcon By Andrew MacLeod, 3 Nov 2009 New BC newsletter offers news behind the news By Andrew MacLeod, 3 Nov 2009 $6.7 Billion Lopped off Olympic Economic Benefits Projections And government's new number, $4 billion, is based on a seven-year-old 'best case' scenario that hasn't panned out. By Andrew MacLeod, 3 Nov 2009 Saskatchewan premier balks at 'premium' for BC surgeries By Andrew MacLeod, 2 Nov 2009 TransLink and Ferry review results circulating, but not to minister By Andrew MacLeod, 2 Nov 2009 Province inconsistent on shelter: BCCLA's Eby By Andrew MacLeod, 30 Oct 2009 New Law Lets Police Force Homeless to Visit Shelter Controversial legislation assailed by civil liberties advocates, NDP. By Andrew MacLeod, 30 Oct 2009 'He can't give you the finger in those things': PM Harper By Andrew MacLeod, 29 Oct 2009 BC government introduces forced shelter bill By Andrew MacLeod, 29 Oct 2009 Province Wants to Sell Surgeries to Saskatchewan Parties spar over whether the plan will allow BCers to get operations faster. By Andrew MacLeod, 29 Oct 2009 Campbell apologizes for misunderstanding with choir, can't help By Andrew MacLeod, 28 Oct 2009 Mi'kmaq choir holds out for Olympic opening: letter to Campbell By Andrew MacLeod, 28 Oct 2009 BC introduces new rules for lobbyists By Andrew MacLeod, 27 Oct 2009 BC failed to track how many affected by IQ rule By Andrew MacLeod, 27 Oct 2009 Pharmacists giving flu shots wastes money: BCNU's McPherson By Andrew MacLeod, 27 Oct 2009 BC Minister says Olympic role will be found for Mi'kmaq choir By Andrew MacLeod, 26 Oct 2009 Campbell cuts surgeries for British Columbians, offers them to Saskatchewan By Andrew MacLeod, 26 Oct 2009 Police complaint commissioner will seek budget increase By Andrew MacLeod, 26 Oct 2009 Mi'kmaq Chief Wants an Apology from Gordon Campbell Chief says BC premier reneged on promise to have children's choir in Games opening ceremonies. By Andrew MacLeod, 23 Oct 2009 ESL school closure a concern, but no reason to regulate: minister By Andrew MacLeod, 23 Oct 2009 Mi'kmaq Chief wants an apology from BC Premier Campbell By Andrew MacLeod, 23 Oct 2009 First Nations children's choir 'uninvited' to Olympic opening By Andrew MacLeod, 23 Oct 2009 Questioned on conflict, Solicitor General Heed steps out of debate By Andrew MacLeod, 22 Oct 2009 BC law to deny welfare to some; wording too loose says NDP By Andrew MacLeod, 19 Oct 2009 Premier Campbell believes in Canadian athletes, Santa By Andrew MacLeod, 19 Oct 2009 Marina promoter married to Lunn advertiser By Andrew MacLeod, 19 Oct 2009 Former Victoria mayor calls marina lobbying 'disgusting' and 'outrageous' By Andrew MacLeod, 17 Oct 2009 Liberals Smoothed Waters for Mega-Yacht Marina Influence applied to Victoria project revealed in released documents. By Andrew MacLeod, 15 Oct 2009 BC's Own eHealth Scandal Erupts Search warrant targets tech contractor, health officials. NDP demands independent probe. By Andrew MacLeod, 9 Oct 2009 Health minister Falcon hikes residential care rates By Andrew MacLeod, 8 Oct 2009 RCMP search warrant alleges BC health ministry fraud By Andrew MacLeod, 8 Oct 2009 'Budget Cut Blues' Played for Politicians 'Cuts to the arts will lead to cultural bankruptcy,' committee told. By Andrew MacLeod, 8 Oct 2009 BC a Bad Place to Be a Woman? 'D' grade for women's equality given to province by group sparks debate in Legislature. By Andrew MacLeod, 7 Oct 2009 Chasing innocent citizens won't make Olympics safer: NDP's Krog By Andrew MacLeod, 6 Oct 2009 Crown corporation CEO received $167,342 for expenses By Andrew MacLeod, 6 Oct 2009 Campbell announces replacement for deputy minister McDonald By Andrew MacLeod, 5 Oct 2009 Mining minister says he sold stocks, sees need to be 'squeaky clean' By Andrew MacLeod, 5 Oct 2009 Portable toilets give 'third world chic' to Gabriola ferry: tour organizer By Andrew MacLeod, 2 Oct 2009 BC Ferries using portable toilets, not treatment, on Gabriola vessel By Andrew MacLeod, 30 Sep 2009 When Convention Centre Opened, Inspector Had Safety Concerns Reports reveal worries about fire preparedness as premier ushered in the public. By Andrew MacLeod, 30 Sep 2009 BC saw small drop in EI recipients in July By Andrew MacLeod, 28 Sep 2009 Lobbyist act puts lawyers in professional conflict, says lawyer By Andrew MacLeod, 25 Sep 2009 Budget panel suggests fixing fixed election schedule By Andrew MacLeod, 24 Sep 2009 Minister no longer knows if he owns shares in ministry contractor By Andrew MacLeod, 23 Sep 2009 WorkSafe sent eight-cent cheques to spouse of dead worker By Andrew MacLeod, 22 Sep 2009 BC spending stimulus money on Alberta workers: letter By Andrew MacLeod, 22 Sep 2009 Universities Spend to Get Government's Ear SFU hired lobbyists with BC Liberal ties to help make its case. By Andrew MacLeod, 22 Sep 2009 Towns Spend Thousands to Lobby BC's Government Municipal taxpayers' money flows to gain edges with provincial officials. By Andrew MacLeod, 21 Sep 2009 CCPA opens effort to track BC cuts By Andrew MacLeod, 17 Sep 2009 Harper's 'green' BC powerline will boost mining By Andrew MacLeod, 16 Sep 2009 New Vancouver cruise visitor Disney an enviro failure: report By Andrew MacLeod, 16 Sep 2009 VANOC delaying release of Olympic impact report By Andrew MacLeod, 15 Sep 2009 Minister Bond acknowledges ferry fares affect traffic By Andrew MacLeod, 15 Sep 2009 Lower fares, not weather, drove summer ferry traffic By Andrew MacLeod, 15 Sep 2009 TD Chair never registered as lobbyist, denies lobbying By Andrew MacLeod, 15 Sep 2009 BC Wildlife Federation requests spending investigation By Andrew MacLeod, 14 Sep 2009 Enviros must watchdog parties and policies: UVic's Weaver By Andrew MacLeod, 10 Sep 2009 Liberal candidate held shares in job placement company By Andrew MacLeod, 10 Sep 2009 Premier Campbell Refused to Disclose Holdings Other ministers revealed they invest in industries their decisions influence. By Andrew MacLeod, 10 Sep 2009 First Nations educator declares intent to run against Lunn, May By Andrew MacLeod, 9 Sep 2009 May officially seeks Green Party nod in Saanich-Gulf Islands By Andrew MacLeod, 8 Sep 2009 British Columbians dislike premier and possible replacements By Andrew MacLeod, 8 Sep 2009 Charities chose not to gamble on 1999 funding agreement By Andrew MacLeod, 4 Sep 2009 Provincial project threatens Delta bird habitat: MLA Huntington By Andrew MacLeod, 3 Sep 2009 'Our Hopes Dashed' by Budget, Say BC's Enviros Campbell government opts to 'invest in climate unfriendly programs.' By Andrew MacLeod, 3 Sep 2009 Record Deficit a Big Surprise, Say BC Liberals During May's election Hansen learned revenues were hundreds of millions of dollars lower, but lacked a 'crystal ball'. By Andrew MacLeod, 2 Sep 2009 Hansen knew during election revenues were off By Andrew MacLeod, 1 Sep 2009 BC budget includes record $2.8 billion deficit, cuts, optimism By Andrew MacLeod, 1 Sep 2009 Tax Wealthy, Don't Cut Services: Poll Labour-sponsored survey shows clashing visions over budgeting in tough economy. By Andrew MacLeod, 1 Sep 2009 Many people 'too busy' to vote, others forgot By Andrew MacLeod, 31 Aug 2009 'I'm very comfortable with my seating assignment': van Dongen By Andrew MacLeod, 28 Aug 2009 Pastor, letter writer differ on Campbell's 'mandate from heaven' By Andrew MacLeod, 27 Aug 2009 'I'm really glad the election's in 2013': Campbell By Andrew MacLeod, 27 Aug 2009 BC NDP open eight point lead over Libs in new poll By Andrew MacLeod, 27 Aug 2009 Liberal Election Win Based on Lies: James Campbell says economic disaster and HST plans came after vote By Andrew MacLeod, 26 Aug 2009 BC energy minister says green energy plans include more exports By Andrew MacLeod, 26 Aug 2009 New sales tax will help troubled economy: BC throne speech By Andrew MacLeod, 25 Aug 2009 Liberal donors well represented in Order of B.C. ranks By Andrew MacLeod, 25 Aug 2009 Province's PR shop ordered government web freeze during election By Andrew MacLeod, 24 Aug 2009 'Perverse' Rules Glitch Impoverishes EI Recipients Welcome to Chiu Yin Wong's nightmare, increasingly common. By Andrew MacLeod, 2 Jul 2009 BC Hydro's $825 Million Dam Deal Price seems way too high to NDP critic, who questions Lib donor tie. By Andrew MacLeod, 26 Jun 2009 Delaying welfare stats part of larger trend: James By Andrew MacLeod, 22 Jun 2009 Mentally ill make way for addicted in Victoria housing shuffle By Andrew MacLeod, 22 Jun 2009 BC government's media spin shop wanted welfare stats kept secret By Andrew MacLeod, 22 Jun 2009 BC Ferries burdened with debts, passenger dissatisfaction with fares grows By Andrew MacLeod, 18 Jun 2009 BC Ferries appeals order to take back Queen of the North captain By Andrew MacLeod, 17 Jun 2009 BC Ran a $1.4 Billion Deficit StatsCan ties 2009 shortfall to rising expenses. Couldn't Libs see it coming? By Andrew MacLeod, 17 Jun 2009 BC governments ran $2.6 billion deficit last year: StatsCan By Andrew MacLeod, 16 Jun 2009 Tent Camping Homeless to Politicians: 'Face Facts!' Court allowed temporary shelters in Victoria parks, but officials still fighting it. By Andrew MacLeod, 16 Jun 2009 Canwest bid to loosen Canada's drug ad laws adjourned By Andrew MacLeod, 12 Jun 2009 BC Ferries' revenue up despite carrying fewer passengers By Andrew MacLeod, 12 Jun 2009 NDP leader James names MLAs to critic roles By Andrew MacLeod, 11 Jun 2009 Finance minister Hansen insists BC deficit figure is firm By Andrew MacLeod, 10 Jun 2009 BC Premier Campbell appoints expanded cabinet in time of restraint By Andrew MacLeod, 10 Jun 2009 Company Caught in Ontario Scandal Also Had BC Contracts Health consultant helped former BC civil servant Penny Ballem find work in Ontario. By Andrew MacLeod, 10 Jun 2009 Deficit may change to match the facts: Premier Campbell By Andrew MacLeod, 8 Jun 2009 Next News Powerhouse in BC? Glacier Media, with more than 30 papers, is poised to buy more. By Andrew MacLeod, 8 Jun 2009 'We Refuse to Wait Any Longer' Victoria harm reduction activists march, launch their own needle exchange. By Andrew MacLeod and Pete Rockwell, 4 Jun 2009 How to Get a $24 Million Gov't Contract without Competing Just one candidate for ministry's big computer upgrade. By Andrew MacLeod, 2 Jun 2009 Voluntary time off will save BC government $2 million By Andrew MacLeod, 1 Jun 2009 New BC welfare numbers show continued climb By Andrew MacLeod, 29 May 2009 Few government employees volunteer for shortened work week By Andrew MacLeod, 29 May 2009 BC political consultant worked for controversial Ukrainian party By Andrew MacLeod, 27 May 2009 'What changed is the election is over': NDP's Ralston By Andrew MacLeod, 26 May 2009 Wyse defeated while Oppal and Huntington headed for recount By Andrew MacLeod, 26 May 2009 BC and Alberta see largest surge in unemployment benefit payments By Andrew MacLeod, 26 May 2009 Finance minister wiggles on budget promise, confirms observers' predictions By Andrew MacLeod, 25 May 2009 Oppal and Wyse fall behind as vote counting continues By Andrew MacLeod, 25 May 2009 Victoria TV station skipped local focus on BC election night By Andrew MacLeod, 22 May 2009 Sun's Olympics Reporter Was Paid to Write for IOC's Magazine Jeff Lee says his editors cleared him to take free-lance job, can't recall fee. By Andrew MacLeod, 22 May 2009 Penn quits politics saying system favours the rich By Andrew MacLeod, 21 May 2009 James Vows to Run in 2013 She's staying on, despite just fighting a campaign she says lacked vision. By Andrew MacLeod, 21 May 2009 NDP campaign lacked vision, focus: James By Andrew MacLeod, 20 May 2009 Welfare caseload growing fast, delayed figures show By Andrew MacLeod, 20 May 2009 TV reporter says he quoted Bennett on ads accurately By Andrew MacLeod, 19 May 2009 'Alarm bells go off': elections chief on low BC voter turnout By Andrew MacLeod, 15 May 2009 Low voter turnout endangers political system: Ruff By Andrew MacLeod, 14 May 2009 Turnout tanked, bucking BC election chief's prediction By Andrew MacLeod, 13 May 2009 Mainstream media keeping NDP from reaching voters: MLA By Andrew MacLeod, 13 May 2009 Carbon tax opposition lacked vision: former NDP MLA By Andrew MacLeod, 12 May 2009 'I'll be taking time for reflection': NDP leader Carole James By Andrew MacLeod, 12 May 2009 Bennett said treaty offer delayed to after election: negotiator By Andrew MacLeod, 12 May 2009 Northern Development fund released report afternoon before election By Andrew MacLeod, 12 May 2009 When Gov't Cut Red Tape, Life Got Sticky for Many Libs proud of loosened regs for private colleges, other industries. Costs too high, say critics. By Andrew MacLeod, 12 May 2009 Liberal Bennett tries to turn back the clock on ad campaign By Andrew MacLeod, 11 May 2009 Province withholds welfare statistics on election eve By Andrew MacLeod, 11 May 2009 BC government FOI record should worry public: report By Andrew MacLeod, 7 May 2009 Secrecy on big gov't contracts breeds distrust: watchdog By Andrew MacLeod, 7 May 2009 NDP candidates state personal support for STV By Andrew MacLeod, 6 May 2009 Gov't Payments to Maximus Balloon Up 60 per cent since province outsourced health records to contractor in 2004. By Andrew MacLeod, 6 May 2009 BC Rail Trust Fund: Timing of Financial Blackout Questioned Libs look like they're hiding info until election ends: ethics expert. By Andrew MacLeod, 5 May 2009 Debate: Leaders agree! Health care to stay public By Andrew MacLeod, 3 May 2009 Debate: BC in recession, but Campbell claims Libs best on economy By Andrew MacLeod, 3 May 2009 NDP helping voters cope with new ID rules: James By Andrew MacLeod, 30 Apr 2009 Doctors press province to reduce paperwork or pay for it By Andrew MacLeod, 30 Apr 2009 Ignatieff waiting on science to decide asbestos export position By Andrew MacLeod, 30 Apr 2009 NDP promises to buy Vancouver Island land, return public control By Andrew MacLeod, 29 Apr 2009 Charged drug company official recently worked for BC government By Andrew MacLeod, 29 Apr 2009 BC had large increase in EI recipients, number tripled in Williams Lake By Andrew MacLeod, 28 Apr 2009 Province's Economy Much Worse than We Were Told New StatsCan numbers likely mean bigger budget deficit or spending cuts: experts. By Andrew MacLeod, 28 Apr 2009 BC economy shrank in 2008 despite Liberal claims By Andrew MacLeod, 27 Apr 2009 Campbell's Claim that Jobs Lifted Many out of Poverty Proves a Myth Delayed government report shows no real gains. By Andrew MacLeod, 27 Apr 2009 Greens' Sterk 'Quite Optimistic' The party's leader on her ideas, her chances, facing 'hostility' and more. By Andrew MacLeod, 24 Apr 2009 Province refused to release report on welfare leavers By Andrew MacLeod, 24 Apr 2009 Liberal must explain welfare-to-work overpayments: NDP By Andrew MacLeod, 22 Apr 2009 Welfare to work CEO got million dollar raise By Andrew MacLeod, 22 Apr 2009 Candidate Fronted a Jobs Program Slammed by Auditors BC Libs' Robin Adair is running in Saanich South. By Andrew MacLeod, 22 Apr 2009 STV supporters' poll found 65 percent favour voting system change By Andrew MacLeod, 21 Apr 2009 BC Libs use Ontario minimum wage figure, skip Fraser Institute study By Andrew MacLeod, 17 Apr 2009 In BC, Being a Nurse Can Be Hell Assaults, abuse blamed on workplace climate, cuts and staff shortages. By Andrew MacLeod, 16 Apr 2009 BC nurses reported high levels of physical assault, emotional abuse By Andrew MacLeod, 15 Apr 2009 Campbell launches official BC election campaign By Andrew MacLeod, 14 Apr 2009 BC's Badly Broken Welfare System BC Libs created 'overly complex' maze that kept needy off rolls: ombudsman By Andrew MacLeod, 13 Apr 2009 NDP Would Add $3 Billion to BC Debt James proposes business tax cuts to stimulate economic recovery. By Andrew MacLeod, 10 Apr 2009 NDP wants control of BC Ferries back, but not its debt By Andrew MacLeod, 9 Apr 2009 BC NDP platform axes carbon tax, ups spending on health, education By Andrew MacLeod, 9 Apr 2009 Running byelections cost $32.70 per ballot cast By Andrew MacLeod, 7 Apr 2009 Jobless BC welfare recipents climb 42 percent in a year By Andrew MacLeod, 7 Apr 2009 BC Liberals spent big to lose October byelections to NDP By Andrew MacLeod, 6 Apr 2009 Election Act tweaked to accommodate late Libs, Greens missed deadline By Andrew MacLeod, 6 Apr 2009 STV supporters testing messages in poll By Andrew MacLeod, 3 Apr 2009 Report calls on provinces to regulate scan industry By Andrew MacLeod, 3 Apr 2009 Legislature is a 'sideshow' to real governing: retiring MLA Chudnovsky By Andrew MacLeod, 3 Apr 2009 Bond rating agency cautious about BC budget, economy By Andrew MacLeod, 2 Apr 2009 Liberal leader Ignatieff backtracks on commitment to ban asbestos exports By Andrew MacLeod, 2 Apr 2009 Ferry Fares Float Upwards Company hikes prices despite traffic drop, weak economy. By Andrew MacLeod, 1 Apr 2009 No 'windfall' profits this time for EDS: BC minister Black By Andrew MacLeod, 31 Mar 2009 NDP focus more questions on Kinsella, Campbell record By Andrew MacLeod, 31 Mar 2009 E-mail to Campaign Life contradicts NDP candidate's denial By Andrew MacLeod, 31 Mar 2009 'It's easier for you guys to call me Stonewally': Oppal By Andrew MacLeod, 30 Mar 2009 Lawyer decided on delay request: Oppal By Andrew MacLeod, 30 Mar 2009 Pity the Naked Candidate If you want to run for office, get ready for heavy vetting. By Andrew MacLeod, 30 Mar 2009 'Long, close look' needed on Lunn advertising: Ignatieff By Andrew MacLeod, 28 Mar 2009 STV supporter questions opponent's spending of public grant money By Andrew MacLeod, 27 Mar 2009 Just joined Green campaign organizer steps down By Andrew MacLeod, 26 Mar 2009 'I never said that': Langley NDP candidate 'smeared' with old quote By Andrew MacLeod, 26 Mar 2009 Union Turf Fight over Licensed Practical Nurses Two health worker unions file complaint against BC Nurses' Union. By Andrew MacLeod, 26 Mar 2009 Third party advertiser wrote cheque to Lunn's campaign co-manager By Andrew MacLeod, 24 Mar 2009 NDP, Liberals demand full investigation of Gary Lunn advertisers By Andrew MacLeod, 24 Mar 2009 BC Ferries ordered to reinstate Queen of the North captain By Andrew MacLeod, 23 Mar 2009 Gary Lunn campaign may have used ad rules to break spending limits: NDP By Andrew MacLeod, 23 Mar 2009 Welfare application process 'unduly complex': Ombudsman By Andrew MacLeod, 23 Mar 2009 Elections Commissioner Drops Phone Fraud Probe Move leaves opposition candidates, watchdog with questions. By Andrew MacLeod, 20 Mar 2009 Farm scientist off hook in ethics complaint, issues remain By Andrew MacLeod, 20 Mar 2009 Elections commissioner drops phone fraud investigation By Andrew MacLeod, 19 Mar 2009 Documents connect Lunn campaign, third party advertisers By Andrew MacLeod, 19 Mar 2009 Conservative Troy DeSouza's hollow leg campaign: declaration details food spending By Andrew MacLeod, 19 Mar 2009 'Tim Hortons PM' Harper rings up doughnut shop bill By Andrew MacLeod, 19 Mar 2009 Details Emerge on MP Gary Lunn's Third Party Advertisers Watchdog wants Elections Canada to investigate. By Andrew MacLeod, 19 Mar 2009 BC Ferries to cut customer service hours By Andrew MacLeod, 18 Mar 2009 Manage ferry system to better support provincial economy: Save Our Ferries By Andrew MacLeod, 18 Mar 2009 Nurses' Union leaders encourage 'yes' vote on contract extension By Andrew MacLeod, 16 Mar 2009 Nurses' union denies contract offer linked to organizing Licensed Practical Nurses By Andrew MacLeod, 16 Mar 2009 BCNU considers pre-election contract offer from BC government By Andrew MacLeod, 13 Mar 2009 Minister Baird commits to look into ferry, regulatory concerns By Andrew MacLeod, 12 Mar 2009 'Backroom Liberal' Kinsella pulled into BC Rail case By Andrew MacLeod, 12 Mar 2009 Justice, social services failed Frank Paul: report By Andrew MacLeod, 12 Mar 2009 David Basi appeared in Victoria court today By Andrew MacLeod, 11 Mar 2009 'Northern Adventure' Wasn't Safe to Sail: Union Inspector Report alleges many problems, claims certifying ship was 'negligent.' By Andrew MacLeod, 11 Mar 2009 NDP question Kinsella pay from BC Rail By Andrew MacLeod, 10 Mar 2009 Poole's Free Jet Ride Was No Gift: Campbell NDP asks why premier hasn't cited Beijing trip on conflict disclosure forms. By Andrew MacLeod, 10 Mar 2009 BC native communities to consider proposed rights and title law By Andrew MacLeod, 6 Mar 2009 Former Auditor General wanted more police on street issues By Andrew MacLeod, 6 Mar 2009 Auditor General slams BC failure on homelessness By Andrew MacLeod, 5 Mar 2009 BC Ferries' Spin Plan Exposed Secret strategy to control public debate as company went private. By Andrew MacLeod, 5 Mar 2009 Coleman insists on measuring aid, not need By Andrew MacLeod, 3 Mar 2009 Liberals used government offices for fundraising work By Andrew MacLeod, 2 Mar 2009 New payday loan regulations in BC: 600 percent interest By Andrew MacLeod, 2 Mar 2009 BC's Coleman presses Ottawa to loosen strings on housing funding By Andrew MacLeod, 27 Feb 2009 Harper, Oppal in opposing gangs on sentences By Andrew MacLeod, 26 Feb 2009 Canadian government hires BC job placement business to help vets By Andrew MacLeod, 26 Feb 2009 Conservative party's winning election campaign cost $19.4 million By Andrew MacLeod, 25 Feb 2009 NDP's Crowder says BC should grab STV opportunity By Andrew MacLeod, 25 Feb 2009 Crime is "out of control" in BC: Attorney General By Andrew MacLeod, 25 Feb 2009 NDP critic predicts post-election cuts to BC health care By Andrew MacLeod, 24 Feb 2009 BC posts largest gains in EI recipients in Canada By Andrew MacLeod, 24 Feb 2009 Legislative assembly, MLAs, buck BC trend with budget boost By Andrew MacLeod, 24 Feb 2009 BC budget overly optimistic: economist By Andrew MacLeod, 23 Feb 2009 Changes to waterways access law should be delayed: lawyer By Andrew MacLeod, 23 Feb 2009 Campbell Wants to Repeal Waterways Access Law 1882 Act protects citizens' right of access to rivers, lakes, ocean inlets. By Andrew MacLeod, 23 Feb 2009 BC Ferries losing money faster, ridership down By Andrew MacLeod, 20 Feb 2009 BC reveals $900 million Olympic security cost, deal with Ottawa By Andrew MacLeod, 19 Feb 2009 Failed Victoria mayoral candidate rethinks zoning By Andrew MacLeod, 19 Feb 2009 No shoveling money off trucks around here: Krueger By Andrew MacLeod, 18 Feb 2009 Victoria NDP MP Savoie says she supports 'yes' vote on STV By Andrew MacLeod, 18 Feb 2009 NDP question the fudge in BC budget By Andrew MacLeod, 18 Feb 2009 BC Deficit Budget Cuts Spending, Offers Little Stimulus Health and education safe but other ministries trimmed, including environment, housing, aboriginal affairs. By Andrew MacLeod, 18 Feb 2009 Artists stimulate economy better, cheaper By Andrew MacLeod, 17 Feb 2009 Interest groups interpret BC budget own way By Andrew MacLeod, 17 Feb 2009 Little wiggle room in Hansen's 2009 BC budget By Andrew MacLeod, 17 Feb 2009 Embattled Pharma Review Panel Works Well: Top Scientists Ministry's push to disband Therapeutics Initiative 'lacks substantive evidence.' By Andrew MacLeod, 17 Feb 2009 BC's Coleman balks at changing welfare system to fit tough times By Andrew MacLeod, 17 Feb 2009 Good times, bad times, Liberals will keep minimum wage down By Andrew MacLeod, 16 Feb 2009 Throne speech: “Brace for recession” in BC By Andrew MacLeod, 16 Feb 2009 Hansen bought 100 pairs of runners for charity By Andrew MacLeod, 16 Feb 2009 Opposition to NDP for good reason: Hochstein By Andrew MacLeod, 12 Feb 2009 NDP's Billion Dollar Idea to Green BC's Economy Wary support from some enviros. Too risky say Libs. By Andrew MacLeod, 12 Feb 2009 NDP makes environmental pitch with green bond offer By Andrew MacLeod, 12 Feb 2009 BC Liberal supporter reverses on gag law opposition By Andrew MacLeod, 11 Feb 2009 Spending figures undermine Coleman's “aggressive” housing claim By Andrew MacLeod, 11 Feb 2009 Academic review backs UBC drug review researchers' work By Andrew MacLeod, 10 Feb 2009 Liberals say 'no' to homelessness and poverty challenge By Andrew MacLeod, 10 Feb 2009 Total cost of Olympics going up, but no firm numbers available By Andrew MacLeod, 9 Feb 2009 BC sentences for crime as tough as anywhere in Canada: Oppal By Andrew MacLeod, 9 Feb 2009 New Rules Stopped 450,000 Canadians from Voting Upped ID requirements may have affected some close federal races. By Andrew MacLeod, 9 Feb 2009 Groups challenge parties to cut poverty, end homelessness By Andrew MacLeod, 5 Feb 2009 Unemployment pain spread unevenly across British Columbia By Andrew MacLeod, 5 Feb 2009 BC ministers will suffer smaller pay cut than Premier Campbell claimed: Schreck By Andrew MacLeod, 3 Feb 2009 Tsartlip First Nation requests halt to water project until consulted By Andrew MacLeod, 2 Feb 2009 Deficit budgets planned for BC By Andrew MacLeod, 2 Feb 2009 BC Flubbed Probe on Private Health Clinic: Critics Facing lawsuits, minister vows to defend public health care. The Copeman case raises questions. By Andrew MacLeod, 2 Feb 2009 Business group leader okay with BC Liberal deficit By Andrew MacLeod, 29 Jan 2009 Better to Be Sick in New Zealand? What BC's Health Ministry learned from Kiwis about drugs, charging patients, and more. By Andrew MacLeod, 29 Jan 2009 Victoria campers win again in court By Andrew MacLeod, 28 Jan 2009 BC Ferries search for contractors to run routes sinks By Andrew MacLeod, 28 Jan 2009 Liberal candidate's former company in dispute with province By Andrew MacLeod, 27 Jan 2009 More British Columbians receiving unemployment benefits By Andrew MacLeod, 27 Jan 2009 Premier Campbell Backing off Global Warming Effort? Enviros worried that cabinet shuffle sends a signal priorities have changed. By Tom Barrett and Andrew MacLeod, 23 Jan 2009 Hagen memorial set for Saturday By Andrew MacLeod, 22 Jan 2009 Vancouver renters group balks at Elections BC enforcement By Andrew MacLeod, 22 Jan 2009 Hahn attacks Tyee's BC Ferries "gas guzzlers" story By Andrew MacLeod, 20 Jan 2009 Hahn: drop in riders, revenue force BC Ferries job cuts By Andrew MacLeod, 20 Jan 2009 Internal BC Ferries memo blames job cuts on economy By Andrew MacLeod, 19 Jan 2009 Campbell downgrades climate change in shuffle of cabinet, bureaucrats By Andrew MacLeod, 19 Jan 2009 BC Ferry layoffs sign of privatization failure: Coons By Andrew MacLeod, 19 Jan 2009 Hey Saudis, Wanna Buy a Fast Ferry? PacifiCats get a look for Red Sea route. Brokers still flogging the vessels. By Andrew MacLeod, 19 Jan 2009 BC MLAs consider Olympic village financing bill By Andrew MacLeod, 17 Jan 2009 Province failed to follow welfare leavers By Andrew MacLeod, 16 Jan 2009 Campbell recalls legislature, but sitting days remain at record low By Andrew MacLeod, 15 Jan 2009 Ferry Workers Told to Stop Calling New Vessels 'Gas Guzzlers' Memo shows 'culture of secrecy' says NDP critic. By Andrew MacLeod, 15 Jan 2009 Groups chosen to receive STV campaign money By Andrew MacLeod, 12 Jan 2009 Sharing the STV Pie UVic's Dennis Pilon serves up his reasons for changing the way BC elects. By Andrew MacLeod, 9 Jan 2009 Welfare and unemployment rise while job numbers shrink in BC By Andrew MacLeod, 9 Jan 2009 BC Legislature to meet less in 2009 By Andrew MacLeod, 6 Jan 2009 New vessels' high fuel use confirmed for minister Falcon By Andrew MacLeod, 5 Jan 2009 Funding shortfall puts Chief Electoral Officer in 'quandary' By Andrew MacLeod, 19 Dec 2008 Ferry building sale price no secret By Andrew MacLeod, 19 Dec 2008 Committee recommends hold-the-line budgets for watchdogs By Andrew MacLeod, 18 Dec 2008 BC government to health authorities: delay your planning By Andrew MacLeod, 18 Dec 2008 Ferry neighbours complained of noise in Nanaimo survey By Andrew MacLeod, 16 Dec 2008 Liberals reverse plan to silence parties on BC-STV vote By Andrew MacLeod, 15 Dec 2008 BC's Noisy New German Ferries Louder than previous models, they rattle some coastal residents' homes. By Andrew MacLeod, 15 Dec 2008 Liberals amended watchdog budgets before passing, NDP opposed By Andrew MacLeod, 11 Dec 2008 BC headed for recession: TD economist By Andrew MacLeod, 11 Dec 2008 Muzzled scientist hires lawyer while supporters raise funds By Andrew MacLeod, 8 Dec 2008 Economists forecast provincial contraction in BC election year By Andrew MacLeod, 5 Dec 2008 Changing Light Bulbs: BC Ferries Battles Fuel Costs Savings sought as two German-built vessels sit idle many days. By Andrew MacLeod, 4 Dec 2008 Reporter's Notebook: Legislature watchdogs bring budget requests By Andrew MacLeod, 3 Dec 2008 Attendance list shows pharmaceutical industry dominated government's drug policy chat By Andrew MacLeod, 2 Dec 2008 Pharma Reps Meet in Secret, Craft New Drug Approval Process Campbell government hosted closed meetings. By Andrew MacLeod, 1 Dec 2008 Province won't bail out troubled ferries: Falcon By Andrew MacLeod, 28 Nov 2008 Coleman insists Little Mountain redevelopment will get done By Andrew MacLeod, 27 Nov 2008 Committee chair raps BC conflict commissioner over budget By Andrew MacLeod, 27 Nov 2008 BC Ferries' traffic and earnings drop By Andrew MacLeod, 27 Nov 2008 Little Mountain housing fight brought to BC Legislature By Andrew MacLeod, 26 Nov 2008 Federal government delaying several treaties: BC Treaty Commission By Andrew MacLeod, 26 Nov 2008 Parties prohibited from promoting referendum positions By Andrew MacLeod, 26 Nov 2008 BC Ferries' fuel records show how much new vessels guzzle By Andrew MacLeod, 25 Nov 2008 Mustel poll has Liberals and NDP tied By Andrew MacLeod, 25 Nov 2008 Comparing Supers to Spirits 'smoke and mirrors': Ferry critic By Andrew MacLeod, 24 Nov 2008 Province drops one case against homeless campers, one more to come By Andrew MacLeod, 24 Nov 2008 Surplus shrinking, but no major cuts planned: Hansen By Andrew MacLeod, 24 Nov 2008 MLAs quit early on first day of brief sitting By Andrew MacLeod, 20 Nov 2008 B.C. MLAs, including two new ones, gather for brief Leg sitting By Andrew MacLeod, 19 Nov 2008 Elected senator pressures premier Campbell to hold senate elections By Andrew MacLeod, 19 Nov 2008 German academic paper warned BC Ferries' needs were hard to meet By Andrew MacLeod, 18 Nov 2008 BC Ferries put heavy load on new ship in attempt to fix propeller problem By Andrew MacLeod, 18 Nov 2008 BC's German Ferries May Be Lemons Heavy fuel use, noise, vibration and air-sucking propellers said to be problems. By Andrew MacLeod, 18 Nov 2008 Results arriving for Victoria and other CRD elections By Andrew MacLeod, 15 Nov 2008 Candidate says “poacher and a liar” posters are unfair By Andrew MacLeod, 13 Nov 2008 Victoria mayor Lowe mum on who should replace him By Andrew MacLeod, 13 Nov 2008 Victoria mayoral candidate would freeze police hiring plans By Andrew MacLeod, 12 Nov 2008 Island candidate left previous position amid conflict allegations By Andrew MacLeod, 10 Nov 2008 Delta mayor: contrary views from farm scientists welcomed By Andrew MacLeod, 7 Nov 2008 Millennium in danger of default on Nanaimo hotel contract By Andrew MacLeod, 7 Nov 2008 Victoria Bar Association celebrates winners of homeless camping case By Andrew MacLeod, 6 Nov 2008 VIHA fired gossiper but kept guard who had sex with patient By Andrew MacLeod, 6 Nov 2008 Scientist who complained about colleague's 'muzzling' faces complaint herself By Andrew MacLeod, 6 Nov 2008 First Nations, B.C. and Canada slowly reached agreements on land taken from reserves By Andrew MacLeod, 4 Nov 2008 US ’08: Obama volunteer says anger and passivity link Canadian and American politics By Andrew MacLeod, 4 Nov 2008 Activists say Victoria in contempt of court with four more anti-camping arrests By Andrew MacLeod, 3 Nov 2008 Lawyers point out error of Victoria's new anti-camping policy By Andrew MacLeod, 30 Oct 2008 BC minister Gary Lunn demoted in new Harper cabinet By Andrew MacLeod, 30 Oct 2008 BC jobs firm a bust in Ontario: independent review By Andrew MacLeod, 30 Oct 2008 BC Jobs Firm a Bust for Ontario Private contractor did no better than public effort it replaced: review. By Andrew MacLeod, 30 Oct 2008 'We're Being Muzzled' Say Top Farmland Scientists Nine senior agrologists protest way ALR decisions are made. By Andrew MacLeod, 30 Oct 2008 Developer closed deal on disputed former TFL land on Vancouver Island By Andrew MacLeod, 29 Oct 2008 Four Lunn loving groups share one financial agent By Andrew MacLeod, 24 Oct 2008 Call for withdrawn NDP candidate likely illegal: advocate By Andrew MacLeod, 23 Oct 2008 Observers say advertisers for Lunn show investigation, tougher laws needed By Andrew MacLeod, 23 Oct 2008 Campbell's two-month fare cut won't fix ferry problems: NDP critic Coons By Andrew MacLeod, 23 Oct 2008 Jiles arranged meeting before registering to lobby By Andrew MacLeod, 23 Oct 2008 Campbell cuts taxes in BC to fight global economic slowdown By Andrew MacLeod, 22 Oct 2008 Past mayoral candidate 'uninspired' by Victoria campaigns By Andrew MacLeod, 22 Oct 2008 Gary Lunn's Shadowy Grassroots Mysterious groups helped with minister's re-election bid. By Andrew MacLeod, 21 Oct 2008 Victoria homeless crackdown disappoints camping case lawyer By Andrew MacLeod, 20 Oct 2008 Chamber of Commerce to handle calls for BC minister Coleman? By Andrew MacLeod, 16 Oct 2008 New groups sprung up to support Lunn with paid ads By Andrew MacLeod, 15 Oct 2008 Tents erected in Victoria as Vancouver lawyers consider ruling By Andrew MacLeod, 15 Oct 2008 Voting system distorted results once again: Fair Vote By Andrew MacLeod, 15 Oct 2008 Vancouver Island votes a rock: returning incumbents By Andrew MacLeod, 14 Oct 2008 Green to blame for Penn's failure to down Lunn? By Andrew MacLeod, 14 Oct 2008 Victoria Mayor Lowe: camping defeat fault of province, feds By Andrew MacLeod, 14 Oct 2008 Court overturns Victoria anti-camping bylaws By Andrew MacLeod, 14 Oct 2008 Suspicious call urges support for withdrawn NDP candidate By Andrew MacLeod, 14 Oct 2008 'Bubble boy' campaign may cost Harper majority By Andrew MacLeod, 13 Oct 2008 Greens see political connections behind strategic voting site By Andrew MacLeod, 10 Oct 2008 Tyee's Strategic Voters' Guide A riding-by-riding look at pros and cons of voting 'anyone but Harper' in BC. (Not as simple as it seems.) By Andrew MacLeod, 10 Oct 2008 NDP MLA Cubberley backs Liberal Penn against Lunn By Andrew MacLeod, 9 Oct 2008 Lunn's Million Dollar 'Green' Grant to Wealthy Homeowners Saanich group wants 'erroneous' water project grant cancelled. By Andrew MacLeod, 9 Oct 2008 Conservative Lunn asked Green to boycott debate with him By Andrew MacLeod, 8 Oct 2008 Stephen Harper talks investments, mother in Victoria By Andrew MacLeod, 8 Oct 2008 Victoria Lib dismisses coalition talk on day Dion in town By Andrew MacLeod, 7 Oct 2008 Conservative ducks environmental debate, claims he's most green By Andrew MacLeod, 7 Oct 2008 BC welfare case numbers hit bottom, begin to climb By Andrew MacLeod, 6 Oct 2008 BC Ferries cut service without asking permission By Andrew MacLeod, 2 Oct 2008 Information access okay here, better in Mexico: officials By Andrew MacLeod, 1 Oct 2008 Conflict commissioner clears Coleman on forest deals By Andrew MacLeod, 30 Sep 2008 Harper ducked BC Ferry import tax question By Andrew MacLeod, 30 Sep 2008 Advocates on watch for voter identification problems By Andrew MacLeod, 29 Sep 2008 Poll reporting ignores voting system unfairness By Andrew MacLeod, 29 Sep 2008 Layton: NDP to better vet future candidates By Andrew MacLeod, 25 Sep 2008 Heavy security makes Conservative Harper hard to reach By Andrew MacLeod, 25 Sep 2008 No apology for tough research on opponents: Liberal official By Andrew MacLeod, 23 Sep 2008 NDP candidate West drops out By Andrew MacLeod, 23 Sep 2008 Nude swimming NDP candidate faced further allegations By Andrew MacLeod, 22 Sep 2008 Victoria Conservatives stuck on law and order By Andrew MacLeod, 19 Sep 2008 CRD defends bylaws to protect forest land By Andrew MacLeod, 19 Sep 2008 Green leader May set for weekend whirl around BC By Andrew MacLeod, 18 Sep 2008 Premier Campbell dismisses request to block forest land subdivision By Andrew MacLeod, 18 Sep 2008 Conservation Voters defend Liberal choice to beat Lunn By Andrew MacLeod, 18 Sep 2008 Conservation Voters back Penn and Savoie on Island By Andrew MacLeod, 17 Sep 2008 Former Green leader calls Wilson welcome 'error' By Andrew MacLeod, 16 Sep 2008 Bike advocate says he can 'get things done' on Victoria council By Andrew MacLeod, 16 Sep 2008 Victoria council race getting crowded By Andrew MacLeod, 16 Sep 2008 Site offers Harper the moon By Andrew MacLeod, 15 Sep 2008 Conservation voters gunning for ‘Dirty Gary’ Lunn By Andrew MacLeod, 15 Sep 2008 Tory Resources Minister Battles Three Shades of Green Trio of opponents may split vote against Conservative Gary Lunn. By Andrew MacLeod, 15 Sep 2008 Liberals drop the dead puffin By Andrew MacLeod, 13 Sep 2008 Forestry down 36 per cent: 'The industry is in a tail spin' By Andrew MacLeod, 12 Sep 2008 Dion's Green Shift plan targets wasteful families By Andrew MacLeod, 12 Sep 2008 Prof urges poll caution By Andrew MacLeod, 12 Sep 2008 Conservatives canned by Conservation Voters By Andrew MacLeod, 12 Sep 2008 Liberal on Dion: 'This guy is so different' By Andrew MacLeod, 11 Sep 2008 BC Liberals cancel fall sitting of Legislature By Andrew MacLeod, 10 Sep 2008 Harper gassy on BC carbon tax By Andrew MacLeod, 9 Sep 2008 Greens scramble to fill slate By Andrew MacLeod, 9 Sep 2008 Canadians hope for worst, expect best By Andrew MacLeod, 8 Sep 2008 The Closest Race in BC? In North Island, NDP and Tory foes split last two races by a hair. Here comes round three. By Andrew MacLeod, 8 Sep 2008 Vancouver Island North: The closest race in BC? By Andrew MacLeod, 7 Sep 2008 Uh, make that a four-way showdown in Van-Centre? By Andrew MacLeod, 7 Sep 2008 JobWave CEO: 'They got themselves in this pickle' By Andrew MacLeod, 7 Sep 2008 Job Training: Taxpayers Taken for $24 Bus Ride How private contracts inflated cost of welfare-to-work programs. By Andrew MacLeod, 4 Sep 2008 Liberals to JobWave: You're Fired $8 million job training contract cancelled; work goes to B.C. competitor. By Andrew MacLeod, 29 Aug 2008 Microtek's Money University owns piece of fish-farm vaccine-maker accused of poor practices. Last in a series. By Andrew MacLeod, 11 Jul 2008 UVic Fish Lab Employees Raised Many Alarms At Microtek, a two-year history of concerns expressed. Second in a three-part special report. By Andrew MacLeod, 10 Jul 2008 Tainted Water from UVic Fish Lab Pathogens, chemicals, flowed out untreated. First of a three-part special report. By Andrew MacLeod, 9 Jul 2008 Olympics as 'Five Ring Circus' Chris Shaw, critic, author and now council candidate, on why the games are 'a corporate scam.' By Andrew MacLeod, 26 Jun 2008 'The Battle for the Commons' Right of homeless to camp in parks is focus of landmark Victoria court case. By Andrew MacLeod, 20 Jun 2008 Our Olympics, Outsourced It's a global gold rush, and VANOC doesn't give B.C. firms any advantage. By Andrew MacLeod, 19 Jun 2008 Pat Kinsella's Bumpy Career 'Backroom boy' key to Campbell success no stranger to controversy. By Andrew MacLeod, 16 Jun 2008 Campbell's Gift to Harper? Premier fine with electing senators; critics say BC still loses. By Andrew MacLeod, 12 Jun 2008 The Carbon Campaign of '09 Campbell's tax is an NDP wedge issue. But at what risk? By Andrew MacLeod, 5 Jun 2008 Canada Poured Millions into US Timber Biz 'Slush Fund' Group sues to find out how recipients of softwood deal's $450 million were chosen. By Andrew MacLeod, 5 Jun 2008 The Campaign Begins NDP leader Carole James tells The Tyee what it will take to win in 2009. By Andrew MacLeod, 29 May 2008 Election Bill Pared Back Bill 42: Oppal retreats halfway on ad ban, leaves ID rules untouched. By Andrew MacLeod, 27 May 2008 Fatten Pharma's Bottom Line, Health Ministry Told Panel wants BC's medicine buys to boost 'economic development' as well as health. By Andrew MacLeod, 27 May 2008 Life Saving Drug Watchdog May Be Scrapped Health minister takes cue from panel stacked with pharma reps. By Andrew MacLeod, 23 May 2008 Oppal's Murky Method for Changing BC's Election Laws AG ignored many suggestions by electoral officer, plucked others from thin air. By Andrew MacLeod, 19 May 2008 Maker of HPV Vaccine Under Fire Regulators found problems at US plant where Gardasil is made for BC. By Andrew MacLeod, 16 May 2008 Oppal Confused on Voter ID Law? AG calls tightened requirements a 'good move' but cites report that says opposite. By Andrew MacLeod, 13 May 2008 Hot Button Bill: Libs Rush to Change Election Laws Diverse foes say Bill 42 would crimp free speech, hurt poor voters. By Andrew MacLeod and Monte Paulsen, 12 May 2008 HPV Vaccine for Girls Oversold? BC govt's claims for $39 million shots program challenged. By Andrew MacLeod, 8 May 2008 Welfare Hike Would Make BC 'Magnet' for Poor: Minister Richmond rejects call for 50 per cent raise. By Andrew MacLeod, 5 May 2008 Shelling Out? Nature Conservancy's 'partnership' with oil giant Shell rankles donor. By Andrew MacLeod, 1 May 2008 Risky Business by Libs Exposed Privatizer given $149 million contract without cost benefit analysis: auditor general. By Andrew MacLeod, 25 Apr 2008 Poverty Built into BC's System Two-year study looks at welfare policies' effects on people. By Andrew MacLeod, 22 Apr 2008 'How Many Bottles of Wine to Build a Hospital?' Libs' audit lets high-flying P3 deal makers off hook: NDP. By Andrew MacLeod, 22 Apr 2008 'Growth Is Coming': Developer Floats Plan for Jordan River Town of 10,000 sketched for controversial forest land release. By Andrew MacLeod, 18 Apr 2008 Brar Targets Job Program Sale NDP critic raises concerns about timing, client privacy. By Andrew MacLeod, 17 Apr 2008 Ida Chong's New Ears Minister ducked opposition to Jordan River development, say protesters. By Andrew MacLeod, 16 Apr 2008 'Green' Budget Taxes Car Sharers New levy penalizes eco-friendly practice, say critics. By Andrew MacLeod, 15 Apr 2008 Does Early French Immersion Work? BC hasn't tracked costs or results, but New Brunswick is pulling the plug. By Andrew MacLeod, 10 Apr 2008 How Island Elk Range Was Stripped of Protection Province excused forest firm from preserving key habitat. By Andrew MacLeod, 10 Apr 2008 Can MLAs Be Kept Honest? Outgoing conflict of interest watchdog offers ideas. By Andrew MacLeod, 7 Apr 2008 Les To Be Interviewed: Special Prosecutor Investigation into land deal benefits continues. By Andrew MacLeod, 4 Apr 2008 Les's Land Dealings Former Chilliwack mayor sold strata lots after becoming MLA. By Andrew MacLeod, 1 Apr 2008 Ready for a Slump? As BC's economy cools, how well are we prepared? By Andrew MacLeod, 26 Mar 2008 Bear Mountain Road Foe Grabs Mineral Rights 'Bare Mountain' claim could test mining law nuisance provisions. By Andrew MacLeod, 24 Mar 2008 Budget Surplus a Jackpot for Some Health Causes Wrong way to manage finances, says NDP critic. By Andrew MacLeod, 20 Mar 2008 BC Ferries Leaks Money, Riders Falling passenger numbers have critics sounding alarms. By Andrew MacLeod, 11 Mar 2008 Homeless by Choice? A Victoria court challenge depends on what's voluntary and what's not. By Andrew MacLeod, 7 Mar 2008 'Highly Deceptive' Slot Machines Filling Gov't Coffers 'Programmed on purpose to throw you off': expert. By Andrew MacLeod, 4 Mar 2008 Gambling Goes Boom Slot machines in rebranded bingo halls boost BC revenues. By Andrew MacLeod, 3 Mar 2008 Ed Minister's 'No' to Parents, Teachers of Special Needs Kids Keying off study, delegation asked for targeted funding. By Andrew MacLeod, 28 Feb 2008 Who Gets $2 Billion for Job Skills? US firms may scoop fed funds handed to BC. By Andrew MacLeod, 25 Feb 2008 Funding Found for New Vote on How BC Elects $1.5 million to explain pros and cons of STV. By Andrew MacLeod, 22 Feb 2008 'Landmark' Green Budget, with Some Brown Spots Winners: Banks, oil, roads. Losers: Schools, wild salmon. By Andrew MacLeod, 20 Feb 2008 Porn Blocked in Boonies Tahsis Internet users receive government warnings; glitch blamed. By Andrew MacLeod, 18 Feb 2008 Green Gord: Unclear on Concept? Throne speech still fuzzy on global warming plan. By Andrew MacLeod, 13 Feb 2008 BC's Homeless Numbers War Housing minister slams studies, but won't order his own. By Andrew MacLeod, 12 Feb 2008 Voting Reform to Die? Backers of STV fear promised referendum is at risk. By Andrew MacLeod, 7 Feb 2008 BC's Private School Mess: Lessons Learned? Libs must reverse 'hands off' policy, say critics. By Andrew MacLeod, 5 Feb 2008 Up to 15,500 Homeless: Report Tally of BC homeless by health profs far higher than housing minister's. By Andrew MacLeod, 31 Jan 2008 Wider Roads Touted as 'Green' In Campbell's new era, projects promoted as good for planet can surprise. By Andrew MacLeod, 29 Jan 2008 Homeless, Housing Stats Disputed Minister Coleman's figures are 'bogus' says NDP critic. By Andrew MacLeod, 24 Jan 2008 Facebook Used by Officials to Spy on Welfare Clients BC officers cruise social sites for fraud evidence. By Andrew MacLeod, 22 Jan 2008 Ministry Fish Farm Biologists Won't Be Penned None joined expert body Libs created for 'public interest.' By Andrew MacLeod, 17 Jan 2008 Forest Minister's Brother High in Firm Granted Tree Farm Deal WFP's Stan Coleman: 'no involvement' with brother Rich's move to help his company. By Andrew MacLeod, 14 Jan 2008 Where MLAs Put Their Money BC's enviro minister is into energy stocks. And more disclosures. By Andrew MacLeod, 10 Jan 2008 BC's Broccoli Minister Owns Piece of Pizza Chain Gordon Hogg and other BC Libs are fast food investors. By Andrew MacLeod, 8 Jan 2008 BC's Lobbyist Tracker Needs Big Fixes, Says a Creator Former AG: Website tweak is overdue, but not enough. By Andrew MacLeod, 7 Jan 2008 Idea #8: Reboot the Treaty Process Taiaiake Alfred calls for a conference to establish some basic principles. By Andrew MacLeod, 26 Dec 2007 Idea #6: Fix the Building Code Two environmentalists say current rules are a barrier to new thinking. By Tom Barrett and Andrew MacLeod, 24 Dec 2007 Bear Mountain Road Showdown Protesters in trees set to clash with work crew. By Andrew MacLeod, 17 Dec 2007 Hydrogen Dream Not Adding Up BC's new buses aren't 'zero-emission solution' as claimed. By Andrew MacLeod, 14 Dec 2007 What Should We Pay for Drugs? Critics say BC's new pharma panel, stacked with drug firm reps, may erode safety, raise costs. By Andrew MacLeod, 12 Dec 2007 Doctors Double Dipping Clinic doctors got $500,000 in public funds, but walk-ins must pay for basic visits. By Andrew MacLeod, 10 Dec 2007 Translink Democracy Derailed Political appointees to replace elected reps. By Andrew MacLeod, 30 Nov 2007 Drug Firms' Sway over BC's New PharmaCare Task Force Most panel members have strong links to drug industry. By Andrew MacLeod, 28 Nov 2007 Vulnerable Prey Disabled group-home residents targets of sexual assaults. By Andrew MacLeod, 22 Nov 2007 Battle over the Bare Minimum NDP bill to make $10 the minimum wage dies, campaign continues. By Andrew MacLeod, 26 Oct 2007 Dead Soldiers Aren't Funny New group takes aim at military messaging. By Andrew MacLeod, 14 Sep 2007 The Man Who Hates School Fees Trustee John Young preps for final knock-out in fee fight. By Andrew MacLeod, 23 Aug 2007 Schoolyard Brawl How elected trustees are fighting a BC Liberal government power grab. By Andrew MacLeod, 30 Apr 2007 BC Health Advice: Censored and Skewed? Libs cancel a critic, open door to pharma lobbyists. By Andrew MacLeod, 21 Sep 2006 Art of Survival 'I do have schizophrenia, but in my heart I'm an artist.' By Andrew MacLeod, 24 Aug 2006 Big Sewer Blockages Victoria must now treat its sewage, but how? By Andrew MacLeod, 7 Aug 2006 How Green Is UVic? There's no cause to brag. 'Knowledge has succumbed to power,' say authors of Planet U. By Andrew MacLeod, 18 Jul 2006 Who Will Lead the Greens? Federal race is hard fought as August vote looms. By Andrew MacLeod, 16 Jun 2006 Copeman Clinic: The Tipping Point? How long before every Canadian pays to see a family doctor? A special report. By Andrew MacLeod, 11 May 2006 How BC Trimmed 107,000 People from Welfare Rolls Some got jobs. Red tape, death likely knocked out far more. By Andrew MacLeod, 18 Aug 2005 Libs' Welfare-to-Jobs Program a Bust, Reveals Delayed Report Loses $13 million, high failure rate and neediest not served. By Andrew MacLeod, 11 Aug 2005 A Controversial ‘P3’ the NDP Loves American firm to build New Nanaimo Centre. Foes ask ‘Where’s Krog?’ By Andrew MacLeod, 10 May 2005 Activists to NDP, Greens: 'Get Along' 'Broad Coalition' pushes to stop splitting votes this time around. By Andrew MacLeod, 7 Mar 2005 A Government Learns to Love Gambling Leaked letters reveal the B.C. Liberals' journey from opposing to allowing expanded gambling. By Andrew MacLeod, 1 Feb 2005 Childcare Funds for Kids at Home, Too? Experts say 'attachment parenting' is vital. But so far the Liberals' childcare plan has nothing to offer the full time mom or dad. By Andrew MacLeod, 23 Nov 2004 Government Push for More Slot Gambling Slot machines in bingo halls are Liberals' latest plan to boost gambling revenues, reversing election promises. By Andrew MacLeod, 4 Oct 2004 Shut Out at the Entrance Most welfare claimants move in and out of the system. Many now find the door is locked when they need support. TYEE SPECIAL REPORT: PART 4 By Andrew MacLeod, 14 Jul 2004 Welfare Reform's Public-Private Partnerships The Fraser Institute says they're a huge advance in social policy. Critics say work placement companies are growing rich but doing little. By Andrew MacLeod, 13 Jul 2004 Where Did All the Welfare Cases Go? To work, say the Liberals. But critics say the claim that the 87,000 who've left are doing well rests on shaky evidence. TYEE SPECIAL REPORT: PART 2 By Andrew MacLeod, 12 Jul 2004 Welfare's New Era: Survival of the Fittest The provincial government's tough rules have spawned fear, pain, a little black comedy, and very real tragedy. TYEE SPECIAL REPORT: PART 1 By Andrew MacLeod, 9 Jul 2004 LNG a chance, not a windfall, says BC throne speech Postmedia could soon own almost every English newspaper in Canada. What could possibly go wrong? VIEW: Voting for your principles is 'strategic voting' Petition opposes BC's 'potential muzzling' of non-profits More troubles for BC's big LNG plans Tirade at Tyee by immigration minister's top aide analyzed tweet by tweet Government slow to respond to FOIs? No need to tell Bob Mackin Converting ferries to LNG will save money, reduce fares: CEO See more » Tyee Video Picks Submitted by Tyee staff, Today Last chance to see 'The Vancouver Asahi' baseball story at VIFF. Where do these videos come from? From you. Suggest one here! Most Popular Can 'Cuisine' Make a Better School Lunch? Don't Give Postmedia More Local Monopolies What I Saw with a German Tour of the Oilsands Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign First Nations 'Front and Centre Now': Pierre Christy Clark's No Pro at LNG Poker For Kids, the Meal Is the Message How Much Do You Trust Canada's Wireless Giants? Most Emailed Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign For Kids, the Meal Is the Message Understanding Harper's Evangelical Mission Who'd Be a School Trustee in 2014? Why New Euro-Canada Treaty Is a Gift to Oil Firms BC Filmmaking Duo Passes the Acid Test We Must Heed Naomi Klein's Call China Deal Trumps Province, First Nations on Energy Projects: Treaty Expert Fired Researcher Who Killed Self Was Evaluating Drug Backed by Clark Climate Warriors Must Forge Stronger Alliances, Now Reported Elsewhere Postmedia could soon own almost every English newspaper in Canada (via DeSmog) Petronas CEO warns of 15-year delay to BC LNG project (via G&M) BC government apologizes for firing worker who later killed himself (via the Victoria Times-Colonist) From Tibet to Taiwan, China's outer regions watch Hong Kong protests intently (via the New York Times) It's a shame Jean-Claude Duvalier died a free man, says ex-UN prosecutor (via CBC News) Vancouver's cabbies take aim at Uber (via The Province) Keurig's coffee supremacy challenged by Canadian firm (via Yahoo! News) North and South Korea 'agree to talks' (via BBC News) See more » Your BC: The Tyee's Photo Pool Join The Tyee's Flickr group » View previous selections » Most Commented What I Saw with a German Tour of the Oil Sands (132 comments) Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign (76 comments) 'The Environment Is the Economy': MP Weston (106 comments) Fired Researcher Who Killed Self Was Evaluating Drug Backed by Clark (57 comments) Climate Warriors Must Forge Stronger Alliances, Now (53 comments) ISIS Threat: Let's Refuse to be Scared (79 comments) We Must Heed Naomi Klein's Call (309 comments) Christy Clark's No Pro at LNG Poker (38 comments) Six Steps to Protect Canadians from Flaws in China Trade Deal (128 comments) How Labour Unions Make Us Healthier (31 comments) About The Tyee National Pool Contributors Advertise Contact Funding Jobs Master Classes Privacy Policy Submissions Support The Tyee News Culture Opinion National Mediacheck Solutions Video Publications Tyee News Weekly Archives The Hook Other BC Blogs Reported Elsewhere Steve Burgess Murray Dobbin Michael Geist Crawford Kilian Rafe Mair Andrew Nikiforuk Shannon Rupp Bill Tieleman Dorothy Woodend Follow The Tyee Subscribe by email Subscribe by RSS Tyee Mobile App Managed Hosting by Gossamer Threads × Share article via email Send this article to: Your email address: Your message: Would you like to receive The Tyee's headlines free by email? Yes, every day. Yes, once a week. I already subscribe. No, thanks. Submit Show form again » Close)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "October is #FosterFamilyMonth. Thank you #BC for opening your homes and hearts to more than 5,900 children and youth." @John_Yap - 11:14pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20170418,bctf.ca,http://bctf.ca/history/collections/CartoonCollection.aspx?coll=1980s&image=9,BCTF Online Museum > Cartoons collection  Welcome Rooms Collections Resources Search Menu Collections  >  Cartoons  >  1980s Collection 1980s Cartoons Collection Item 1 of 23 The BCTF campaigned during the 1980s to gain full collective bargaining rights. BCTF lawyer David Yorke wrote a report that outlined some of the options. By teacher cartoonist John Nolan. Item 2 of 23 Teacher cartoonist John Nolan pokes fun at the 1981 Annual General Meeting. Item 3 of 23 Teacher cartoonist John Nolan provides context for our struggles compared to those elsewhere. Item 4 of 23 Teacher cartoonist John Nolan captures the procedural wrangles that sometimes impede progress at the Annual General Meeting. Item 5 of 23 John Nolan's bunk desk cartoon has been used many times as part of campaigns to lower class size. Item 6 of 23 Curriculum change is a perennial challenge, captured here by teacher cartoonist John Nolan. Item 7 of 23 In 1983, the Social Credit government brought in legislation that gave employers the right to fire workers without cause. Operation Solidarity brought 25,000 people to the legislature lawns in protest. Cartoonist Bob Krieger imagines what Premier Bill Bennett must have been thinking. Item 8 of 23 A perpetual conundrum in education—what should the report card report? Item 9 of 23 This is more subtle than most Nolan cartoons, even though the drawing is meant to represent a box of condoms. The key to the message is the list of numbers under the quote “For that special union.” These are the numbers of legislation brought in during the 1980s and fought or neutralized by the BCTF.  Item 10 of 23 Bill Vander Zalm, appointed Education Minister in 1982 to attack teachers.  The flies around the apple are a reference to another cartoon showing him pulling the wings off a fly as an indication of how he felt about welfare recipients in his previous ministry. Item 11 of 23 Cartoonist Bob Krieger imagines how teachers view Education Minister Bill Vander Zalm during his tenure in 1982-83. Item 12 of 23 Education Minister (later Premier) Bill Vander Zalm was always a favorite target of cartoonist Bob Krieger; here, Vander Zalm is depicted targeting teachers. Item 13 of 23 Bills 19 and 20, introduced by Premier Bill Vander Zalm (right) to limit the labour rights of workers, were met with opposition from Elsie McMurphy, BCTF president, and Ken Georgetti, BC Federation of Labour president. The labour movement responded with a one-day general strike that shut down much of the province. McMurphy and Georgetti were charged with the crime of sedition, but the charges were never prosecuted. Item 14 of 23 The characters in this cartoon are the education minister on the left and Premier Bill Bennet on the right. The context for the cartoon is obscure—why cartons of Chairmen Mao’s little red book. If you know the context, send a message with the information to lkuehn@bctf.ca. Item 15 of 23 Kreiger’s take on the end of the textbook as the heart of education. Item 16 of 23 The teacher doesn’t know what to expect with the new education minister. Bill Vanderzalm was identified with pulling the wings off flies as a symbol of his put-downs of the vulnerable. The symbol grew out of a cartoonist who was sued for showing him pulling the wings off flies. Item 17 of 23 Bill Vanderzalm was appointed education minister and carried from his time as minister of social services a reputation for cutting services. Item 18 of 23 Beside the two teachers on the picket line (one who looks like Kit Krieger) is a character who looks like Bill Bennett, the premier who brought in the legislation that led to the Solidarity strike in November 1983. Item 19 of 23 The consequence of large classes — no time left after going through an attendance roll call. Item 20 of 23 Education minister Jack Heinrich is distributing new funding — chickenfeed only. Item 21 of 23 Education minister Jack Heinrich brought in education policies that were seen to be more negative to teachers than even Bill Vanderzalm. Item 22 of 23 “Let’s talk about schools” was supposed to be a consultation with the public about education policies — but education minister Jack Heinrich was really the only significant voice on policies. Item 23 of 23 Education minister Jack Heinrich fired the Vancouver School Board for refusing to carry out budget cuts.  In a special election, the fired board members were re-elected. © 201617 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=18264,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 6, April 2009  Paths to professional autonomy Life as a test By David Denyer A recent editorial in a Kamloops newspaper on the FSA opened with the phrase, “life is one big test,” from our first breath to our last “when our heart fails the final exam.” Aside from the fact that this statement would have qualified for the deep-thoughts segment of past episodes of Saturday Night Live, this arid, depressing view of existence would appear to lie at the core of those who advocate for test-based accountability. In pursuing this line of enquiry, Warwick Mansell of the Times Educational Supplement sought to understand why senior policy makers in education assumed that, without a rigorous accountability regime, teachers would become a bunch of self-interested slackers. From the interviews he conducted, he found that they had no evidence that teachers, if left to their own devices, would abandon their students. Instead, they simply assumed this would happen and passed it off as fact. So where do these assumptions (and that is what they are) have their roots? Much economic theory is based on people being driven by financial incentives, bonuses, and financial rewards that supposedly feed their self-interest. Merit pay, school performance bonuses, and pay-by-results crop up as ideas all too often in education (most recently in the announcements coming from the Obama administration in the USA). The economic model, on which these assumptions are based, dates back, at least to Adam Smith, and maintains that the operation of market forces is simply a reflection of human nature. Rather than accept this assertion as a given, which has been the case in economics for the last 250 years, what does current research say about people’s motivation and values? New breeds of researchers are making their mark in challenging what have been the accepted theories and doctrines. A number of these people are “crossovers” who have developed expertise in often widely diverse disciplines. One such person is Pete Lunn, a neuroscientist turned economist, who is forging a new direction known as behavioural economics. Behavioural economists are intent upon discovering what people’s motivations truly are. Not unexpectedly, they are far from the selfish/ self-interested stereotype favoured by traditional economics and devotees of free market capitalism. “The prevailing economic wisdom that people do only what they are paid to do, that our aim is to take what we can and give as little as possible, is not supported by evidence and certainly not by wisdom. It is highly damaging and there is a job to be done to change it.” In contrast, the behavioural research reveals people’s motivations to be far more complex than conventional economic models suppose. We seek to be treated fairly, respected by our peers, and have security. We take pride in a job well done, and, yes, maximize our own personal success. A visit to any school will confirm the commitment teachers bring to the job. Working countless hours, often in the evenings and weekends and undertaking numerous tasks other than those directly related to the classroom, demonstrate the value teachers place on their work and its importance for our society. They do what they can to counter the impact of deprivation and social exclusion. They wrestle daily with the problems poverty brings; caring for children scarred by family breakdown, inadequate parenting, material and emotional poverty, and neglect. And all this in often resource- and support-deprived conditions, being paid a fraction of their worth, and judged publicly against a misconceived, archaic notion of human nature, which has its roots in an equally archaic economic model that is hundreds of years old. It is clear, given this mind-set, why any form of professional autonomy struggles to survive. How can asserting autonomy, in an environment dominated by a view of human nature as purely self-serving, be seen as anything other than an excuse to avoid being accountable? Accountability, as Warwick Mansell observes, works to shift responsibility for performance away from the student to the teacher. Although commenting on the accountability saturated system in the UK, his critique should give us pause: “To put it another way, hyper-accountability assumes, implicitly, that pupils have a right to high grades (or at least to perform as well as others have done, given their statistical starting points), and that if they have not received them, the failing is entirely their teacher’s. So, instead of pupils getting the message that their hard work will lead to success, and to take responsibility for their actions, they are given the signal that it is down to the teacher to deliver that achievement for them. “This thinking, I believe, is doing untold harm to our education system.” That politicians and policy makers are making far reaching decisions based on assumptions for which there is not a shred of empirical evidence should give us all great concern. Blindly pursuing political opportunism and attachment to ideology generate nothing but social dysfunctionality and threaten the very institutions that are vital to sustaining a democratic society. David Denyer, assistant director and Teacher editor, BCTF Communications and Campaigns Division. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "#FunFriday Fact: #BC has the highest small business employment in Canada. October is Small Business Month! Check out: http://t.co/20bcLmlvFP" @bcliberals - 03:55pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20170418,bctf.ca,http://bctf.ca/history/collections/CartoonCollection.aspx?coll=2010s&image=8,BCTF Online Museum > Cartoons collection  Welcome Rooms Collections Resources Search Menu Collections  >  Cartoons  >  2010s Collection 2010s Cartoons Collection Item 1 of 22 Grahame Arnould has fun with the parent who depends on the school system to look after the needs of their kids. August 2011 Item 2 of 22 Harrop again draws on the limited job action, imagining a student willing to step in for the teachers. October 2011. Item 3 of 22 Harrop combines a number of issues of the day. Christy Clark played at a number of jobs as part of publicity in the runup to an election. The potential for a teacher strike was very much in the news. September 2011. Item 4 of 22 Harrop recounts items included in the limited job action adopted by the BCTF in the 2011 negotiations. September 2011. Item 5 of 22 The strike ends and students get back to work. September 2014. Item 6 of 22 Arnould is commenting on the 2015 appeal court ruling that overturned the BCTF win in its legal case against the provincial government for using legislation to eliminate limits on class size in 2002.  The classroom is overfull because the class size limits were still not restored; BCTF president Jim Iker reacts outside the door. Item 7 of 22 George Abbott put on a friendly face when he appeared at the BCTF annual meeting soon after being appointed Minister of Education.  He walked out of the meeting and made an implicit threat that a strike would lead to back to work legislation. Item 8 of 22 Grahame Arnould comments on Premier Christy Clark’s persistent provoking of teachers. February 2014. Item 9 of 22 Grahame Arnould comments on the impact of the ongoing conflict between teachers and the provincial government. May 2014. Item 10 of 22 Grahame Arnould shows the Minister of Education, Peter Fassbender, draining the education system of resources. May 2014. Item 11 of 22 Grahame Arnould refers to a news item about the traffic gridlock in Vancouver being the worst in the country—the cartoon appeared in the middle of a five-week strike and shows Peter Fassbender, Minister of Education, and Jim Iker, BCTF president. June 2014. Item 12 of 22 Grahame Arnould comments on the strike that resumed in September 2014. Fassbender was the Minister of Education and Iker the president of the BCTF. September 2014. Item 13 of 22 Harrop plays on Vancouver's annual fireworks festival to remind of the ongoing strike, which began in June 2014 and continued in September. July 2014. Item 14 of 22 Grahame Arnould compares the record return of sockeye salmon in the fall of 2014 with the teacher strike that kept schools closed for another three weeks. September 2014. Item 15 of 22 Grahame Arnould shows Premier Christy Clark finally prepared to have government reach an agreement with the BCTF to end the strike, after the intervention of mediator Vince Ready. September 2014. Item 16 of 22 Item 17 of 22 Item 18 of 22 Item 19 of 22 Item 20 of 22 The HST (Harmonized Sales Tax) was the monster that finally defeated Gordon Campbell as Premier. He had said during the election campaign that he would not adopt the HST, but then did adopt it. The crowd outside the castle were the hoards who passed an initiative to reject the HST, led by a mix of left and right, including former premier Bill Vanderzalm. The BCTF opposed the HST. Item 21 of 22 HST wars—Darth Campbell v the forces of Zalm. An obvious use of the Star Wars meme. A BCTF banner is shown in the crowd watching the duel. The HST essentially gave a tax break to business to be covered as a cost to consumers. This took place in 2011. Item 22 of 22 Premier Christy Clark is prodding BCTF President Jim Iker during the confrontations between the BCTF and government over education funding and collective bargaining. During 2014 the BCTF was on strike for five weeks before finally reaching a collective agreement. © 201617 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "Gr8 event honoring Taiwan ROC w many friends @douglasbing @marvinhunt4bc @KerryLynneFindl @mhlchiu26 @prairiechinois http://t.co/85TUCQsbrI" @John_Yap - 05:40pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=26858,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > April 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 6, April 2012   Constitutional and International law at risk under Bill 22  By Joel Bakan  The BC Liberal government is poised, once again, to violate the legal rights of workers, this time with Bill 22, which, if it becomes law, will prohibit teachers from striking and limit their collective bargaining rights.   In 2007, the Supreme Court of Canada ruled that the government had violated the Canadian Charter by imposing legislative restrictions on the rights of health workers to bargain collectively. In April 2011, the British Columbia Supreme Court followed that decision to rule that legislation concerning teachers was unconstitutional, and thereby invalid, because it prohibited bargaining on class size, class composition, and the ratios of teachers to students. It is those very same restrictions that the government now seeks to reinstate with Bill 22, a disturbing disregard for such a recent judicial declaration that they are constitutionally invalid. Bill 22 also flies in the face of Canada’s international treaty obligations. On no fewer than 10 occasions—half of which concerned teachers—the Freedom of Association Committee of the United Nations International Labour Organization has found the BC Liberal government to be in breach of labour treaties. In a recent report, concerning legislation similar to Bill 22, the committee noted as particularly problematic the tendency of this government to legislatively prohibit strikes, impose rates and working conditions, circumscribe the scope of collective bargaining, and restructure the bargaining process. The proposed Bill 22 does all of those things and more. As such, it almost certainly violates international law as well as constitutional law. Governments are obliged to govern according to law. That is what distinguishes democracies from tyrannies. As a fundamental democratic principle, the rule of law is seriously jeopardized when governments play fast and loose with constitutional and international laws, as this government is now doing with Bill 22. If Bill 22 becomes law, the government will demand that teachers respect its provisions (including those making strikes illegal). It will condemn those who defy the act as lawbreakers and punish them with severe fines ($475 per day for a teacher; $2,500 per day for a union officer; $1.3 million per day for the BCTF). In short, the government will demand that the rule of its law be respected, while, at the same time, its actions dangerously encroach upon the rule of law.  Joel Bakan teaches in the Faculty of Law, University of British Columbia.  Reprinted with permission, Joel Bakan, Vancouver Sun, March 6, 2012   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9990,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 4, March 2003 Preventing crimes against humanity: Lessons from the Asia Pacific War (1931–1945) On March 21–22, 2003, a conference on crimes against humanity comes to UBC where scholars, human rights activists, and victims will examine the history of the Asia Pacific War (1931–1945) and relate lessons learned from it to current events. Survivors of the war, including a former sex slave, victims of biological warfare and Hiroshima, will bear witness to these events. Thekla Lit, conference co-chair stated, "World War II is a chapter of forgotten history in Canada. Survivor testimonies will challenge our role as global citizens on how to prevent crimes against humanity." The conference will include panel discussions and workshops including some specially designed for teachers. The conference is jointly sponsored by the (Canada) Association for Learning and Preserving the History of World War II in Asia (ALPHA), Canada Asia Pacific Resource Network (CAPRN), Greater Vancouver Japanese Canadian Citizens’ Association Human Rights Committee (JCCA), UBC First Nations House of Learning, UBC Women’s Studies and Gender Relations, and UBC International House. The registration fee is $50, $20 for students. For more information or to register online, go to www.aplconference.ca or call 604-822-4904. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141007,bymark.mcewangroup.ca,http://bymark.mcewangroup.ca/,Mark McEwan's Bymark Restaurant | Toronto Fine Dining | A Division of The McEwan Group Bymark We deliver... A Party Under The Stars Book A Table Menus Meet The Chef Private Dining Contact Us Nestled in the atrium of Mies Van der Rohe’s modernist TD Towers, Bymark reflects the dynamic energy of Toronto’s bustling financial district. The bar is a mix of leather and wood, flooded with sunshine during the day and a dramatic mix of candlelight and cityscape at night. The glittering dining room impresses with Yabu Pushelberg’s timeless design, both a focal point and a stage for a memorable meal. Bymark may be a few steps below ground, but its décor and service exceed expectations. The crowd is a mix of bay street financiers, sports fans enjoying a pre-game meal, and guests simply enjoying executive chef Brooke McDougall’s seasonal and ambitious menu. The food successfully manages to be both comforting and luxurious, contemporary and classic, international yet decidedly Canadian. The offerings range from long-standing choices like a butter-braised lobster poutine and the classic Bymark burger to miso roasted sea trout and hand-made pastas. Bymark’s extensive wine list expertly matches the tone of the menu with sommelier selected offerings to match any meal or occasion. The constantly evolving cocktail menu offers delicious contemporary creations inspired by the finest ingredients and award-winning bartending talent.   Book A Table Bymark is located at 66 Wellington Street West Toronto, ON M5K 1M6 416 777-1144 Map & Directions Hours LUNCH MON-FRI: 11:30AM-3PM DINNER MON-SAT: Service from 5PM Bar Menu available 3pm onwards Reserve Now On OpenTable.com Book Your Table Now Through OpenTable Bymark Menus Below are the main sections of our menu. To view our full beverage and wine selections please download the full menu and/or wine list PDFs. Lunch + Beginning 18Yellow Fin Tuna Tartare ginger, garlic, toasted cashews, hana-nori, taro chips & soy citrus dressing 18Octopus & Chorizo Sausage charred orange, angelino peppers, blistered tomato & olive vinaigrette 18Buffalo Mozzarella & Donut Peaches reduced white balsamic & basil shoots 17Heirloom Carrot & Avacado Salad buffalo yogurt, almond granola & horseradish vinaigrette 22Shrimp “Tacos” crisp beet wrap, citrus spiked aioli & scented soy 14Kale Caesar house cured bacon, grana padano & caesar vinaigrette 14Mixed Spring Greens spiced sunflower seeds, birch syrup, Okanagan stone fruit & sherry vinaigrette market priceDaily Oysters citrus, condiments 54Bymark Shellfish Platter selected condiments 17P.E.I. Steak Tartare & Roasted Bone Marrow soft boiled quail egg & grilled bread 17Variegated Tomato & Compressed Watermelon Salad garlic chips, feta & balsamic pearls + Mains 27B.B.Q. Chicken Suprème warm artichokes, pickled chanterelles, roasted radishes & horseradish vinaigrette 27Togarashi Crusted Tuna green mango papaya salad, charred pineapple salsa & toasted cashews 28Pan Seared Halibut beluga lentils, patty pans, carrots & tabbouleh 27Veal Schnitzel baby spinach, lemon parmesan chili vinaigrette & caper berries 28Braised Duck Ravioli roasted grapes, caponato, ricotta salata & verjus 29Hand Made Spaghetti lobster, clams, preserved chili, garlic croutons & bottarga 28Center Cut Striploin warm kale barley salad, fried jalepeño gnocchi & kale pesto 28Grilled Sea Bream calamari, tomato orange broth, braised fennel, olives & shishito peppers + Sandwiches All sandwiches are served with tempura onion rings, green salad, or crisp frites 35Bymark 8oz P.E.I. Grass Fed Burger brie de meaux & grilled porcini mushrooms 20Bymark Street Burger 5oz burger, back bacon, smoked gouda, spiced onion jam, mustard aioli & house made pickles 18Roasted Garlic and Honey Glazed Turkey Sandwich bosc pear, aged white cheddar, arugula & jalapeno aioli 27Lobster Grilled Cheese aged brie, crisp pancetta & citrus aioli 19Buttermilk Fried Mahi-Mahi fennel slaw, cucumber & tartar sauce Dinner + Beginning 22Seared Yellow Fin Tuna kimchee cucumber, togarashi spiced cashews, crisp taro & yuzu dressing 27Rougie Foie Gras & Crisp Pancetta buttered brioche, pistachio praline & Okanagan orchard fruit compote 27Butter Braised Lobster Poutine crisp frites & classic bearnaise 17Heirloom Carrot & Avacado Salad buffalo yogurt, almond granola & horseradish vinaigrette 22Shrimp “Tacos” crisp beet wrap, citrus spiked aioli & scented soy 18Octopus & Chorizo Sausage charred orange, angelino peppers, blistered tomato & olive vinaigrette 18Buffalo Mozzarella & Donut Peaches reduced white balsamic & basil shoots 14Mixed Greens spiced sunflower seeds, birch syrup, shaved rhubarb & sherry vinaigrette 15Kale Caesar house cured bacon, grana padano & caesar vinaigrette 54Bymark Shellfish Platter selected condiments market priceDaily Oysters citrus, condiments 17Variegated Tomato & Compressed Watermelon Salad garlic chips, feta & balsamic pearls + Mains 29Hand Made Spaghetti lobster, clams, preserved chili, garlic croutons & bottarga 28Braised Duck Ravioli roasted grapes, caponata, ricotta salata & verjus 42Roasted Duck Breast sweet corn pudding, wild mushroom succotash, golden soubise, pear & gorgonzola relish 44Duo of Veal veal tenderloin, fricassee of veal cheek, chanterelles, peas, fava beans, white asparagus & bone marrow "pomme dauphine" 35Bymark 8oz P.E.I. Grass Fed Burger brie de meaux, porcini mushrooms, & crisp onion rings or frites 35Grilled Sea Bream calamari, tomato orange broth, braised fennel, olives & shishito peppers 38Pan Seared Halibut sidestripe shrimp, beluga lentils, peas, carrots & tabbouleh 44Roasted Lamb Loin lamb kofta, tokyo turnips, radish, baba ganoush, ricotta gnocchi & tzatziki 40Black Cod & Octopus Tempura long beans, garlic stems & soy citrus beurre blanc + Steaks & Chops All striploins are aged 8 weeks and dry aged an additional ten days. All rib eye steaks are dry aged eight weeks. 10oz. 39 • 14oz. 481855 Black Angus Striploin 40P.E.I. All Natural Grass Fed 8oz. Filet 50U.S.D.A. 16 oz. Rib eye 9530oz Canadian Prime Porterhouse for Two green peppercorn & sweet orange sauce and a choice of 2 sides + Sides & Sauces 12Blistered Shishito Peppers pine nuts, chili & garlic 13Creamed Northwood Farm Mushrooms manchego & pecan gremolata 10Garlic Whipped Potato créme fraîche & crisp pancetta 14Lobster Poutine classic béarnaise 13Carnaroli Risotto smoked butternut squash & candied sage 5Sauces Classic béarnaise • Veal reduction with mustard • Green peppercorn & sweet orange • Horseradish crème fraiche 12Mixed Wax Beans salsa verde & parmesan Desserts + Dessert 13.5Lemon Cheesecake Biscotti crust, raspberry compote, sesame tuile, coconut ice 13.5Dulce De Leche White Chocolate Cake Cookie crunch wafers, Saskatoon berry coulis 13.5Cherry Jelly Doughnuts Hazelnut cream 13.5Trio of Desserts Chef’s choice 21Selection of Boutique Cheese 13.5Select Seasonal Fruit 10Assorted Cookie Plate 13.5Lindt Chocolate Pudding Toasted marshmallows, cookie crumble, strawberry milkshake 3.00 per scoopHomemade Ice Cream & Ice Ice Cream: Vanilla • Chocolate Chunk • Coffee Caramel Ices: Coconut • Berry Yuzu • Mango Melon + Dessert Wines 16Castelnau de Suduiraut Preignac, Sauternes 25Cave Spring Riesling Icewine 2007 Niagara + Ports & Fortified Wines 10.5Graham’s 10 Year Port 11Taylor LBV 12Taylor 10 Year Tawny Port 17Grant Burge 20 Year Tawny Australia 19.5Taylor 20 Year Tawny Port Download PDF Menus lunch MENU dinner MENU desserts MENU passed appetizers MENU bar menu MENU wines MENU Meet the Chef - Brooke McDougall Executive Chef Brooke McDougall began his noteworthy career in the fall of 1991, starting at the lively Blue Mountain Resort in Collingwood as an aspiring line cook. Ever determined and ambitious, this culinarian rose through the ranks to swiftly become Chef de Partie, a postion he retained for 5 years. While taking an apprenticeship under Executive Chef Scott Gerrie at Carriages Restaurant, Brooke embarked on the Culinary Management program at George Brown College. It was during this time that Brooke was introduced to Mark McEwan. Mark was impressed with Brooke’s abilities but held off employing him until the completion of his schooling. Brooke used the motivation to complete his studies in just over a year, and began working for Mark at North 44 upon graduation in 1996. The rest, you could say, is history. Brooke rose through the ranks and quickly found himself as Executive Sous Chef at the esteemed Toronto landmark. When Mark opened Bymark in 2002, Brooke was a natural choice for the position of Executive Chef, a position that he continues to hold today. Known for his strong leadership in the kitchen, Brooke believes in taking simple food to the next level by using the best ingredients and preparing them with care and skill. Private Dining Bymark offers sophisticated private dining spaces that can accommodate groups of up to 48 guests for a seated dinner and 100 for a cocktail function. The rooms are suitable for a range of functions, from discreet business meetings and presentations to celebratory dinners and intimate wedding receptions. We offer a selection of seasonal menus at various price points created by our team led by executive chef Brooke McDougall. Our event planners work with talented sommeliers to hand pick wines to perfectly match the chosen fare. For nearly a decade, we have been providing groups of varying needs and sizes with precisely the event they are looking for. Private Function Inquiry (* fields are required) Name * Email * Phone Date of Function Number of People* Message *     Plan your exclusive event under the stars on the hottest patio in the city!Our patio can accommodate cocktail receptions for groups of up to 150ppl. Please contact our event planners for more details! Frequently Asked Questions + When are the rooms available? Our three private dining rooms are available for Lunch and Dinner functions. The rooms are also flexible enough to accommodate cocktail functions as well. Our hostesses or event planners can inform you of availability. + How many people can be accommodated? Each individual room can comfortably accommodate 16 guests for a sit down meal. There are soundproof walls separating the rooms which can be opened or closed depending on the needs and size of your group. For all three rooms, groups of up to 48 can be seated. For cocktail functions, we can accommodate up to 100 guests in our private dining rooms. + Are there options for larger groups? We routinely host larger groups here in the form of a full or partial buyout. The costs associated with a buyout are based on the expected sales levels of the space in question. Our event planners would be happy to go over this in greater detail. The capacity for the main dining room for a seated function is 126. For a standing cocktail reception in this space, we can provide for 200-250 guests. The bar lounge area is available for standing cocktail receptions ranging in size from 100-150 guests. + Is there a minimum associated? We do not typically require a minimum spend to book our private dining rooms. However we do require a minimum number of guests to book the rooms. If your numbers fall short of the required number- a minimum spend may be applied. Our hostesses will contact you the morning of the function in order to confirm slights changes in numbers. You may be charged for confirmed guests who do not attend. + How are the menus created? We have a range of seasonally inspired set menus created by our executive chef, Brooke McDougall, available to suit a variety of events. We are also extremely flexible in creating menus tailored to specific needs and dietary constraints. For larger groups of 12 guests or more, we do recommend that a set menu is selected in advance. You can either select one of our set menus or create your own choosing three appetizers, three mains and three desserts from our full a la carte menu. + Audio-visual equipment? We have two large plasma screens, cabling to connect them to your laptop, a power point clicker, easels and a podium that are available for presentations free of charge. We also can arrange for a microphone and speakers depending on the needs of your group at an additional fee of $175. For more extensive audio visual needs, we have trusted suppliers available at an additional fee. Private Dining Menus A selection of suggested menus are available for your private room booking, recommended for groups of more than 10. We can also customize menus according to your wishes. + GROUP LUNCH A 3 Course Luncheon 54 pp Appetizer Choice of: Kale Caesar house cured bacon, grana padano & caesar vinaigrette Soup composed daily Mixed Greens spiced sunflower seeds, birch syrup, stone fruit & sherry vinaigrette Main Choice of:Togarashi Crusted Tuna green mango papaya salad, charred pineapple salsa & toasted cashews B.B.Q. Chicken Supreme warm artichokes, pickled chanterelles, roasted radishes & horseradish vinaigrette Roasted Garlic and Honey Glazed Turkey Sandwich bosc pear, aged white cheddar, arugula & jalapeño aioli Dessert  Choice of:Dulce De Leche White Chocolate Cake cookie crunch wafers, Saskatoon berry coulis Lemon Cheesecake biscotti crust, raspberry compote, sesame tuile, coconut ice Seasonal Fruit with paired daily Ice *Light Dessert Option (instead of above choice): Shared Platters of Bymark’s House made cookies and biscotti ($50.00 per person with this option) + GROUP LUNCH B 3 Course Luncheon 62 pp Appetizer Choice of:Kale Caesar house cured bacon, grana padano & caesar vinaigrette Octopus & Chorizo Sausage charred orange, angelino peppers, blistered tomato & olive vinaigrette Buffalo Mozzarella & Donut Peaches reduced white balsamic & basil shoots Main  Choice of:Pan Seared Halibut beluga lentils, patty pans, carrots & tabbouleh B.B.Q. Chicken Supreme warm artichokes, pickled chanterelles, roasted radishes & horseradish vinaigrette Center Cut Striploin warm kale barley salad, fried jalapeno gnocchi & kale pesto Dessert  Choice of:Dulce De Leche White Chocolate Cake cookie crunch wafers, Saskatoon berry coulis Lemon Cheesecake biscotti crust, raspberry compote, sesame tuile, coconut ice Seasonal Fruit with paired daily Ice *Light Dessert Option (instead of above choice): Shared Platters of Bymark’s House made cookies and biscotti ($57.00 per person with this option) + GROUP LUNCH C 3 Course Luncheon 68 pp Appetizer Choice of:Buffalo Mozzarella & Donut Peaches reduced white balsamic & basil shoots P.E.I Steak Tartare & Roasted Bone Marrow soft boiled quail egg & grilled bread Kale Caesar house cured bacon, grana padano & caesar vinaigrette Choice of:Bymark 8oz U.S.D.A Prime Burger brie de meaux, grilled king mushrooms Togarashi Crusted Tuna green mango papaya salad, charred pineapple salsa & toasted cashews Lobster Grilled Cheese aged brie, crisp pancetta, citrus aioli B.B.Q. Chicken Supreme warm artichokes, pickled chanterelles, roasted radishes & horseradish vinaigrette Dessert  Choice of:Dulce De Leche White Chocolate Cake cookie crunch wafers, Saskatoon berry coulis Cherry Jelly Doughnuts hazelnut cream, pistachio crumble Seasonal Fruit with paired daily Ice *Light Dessert Option (instead of above choice): Shared Platters of Bymark’s House made cookies & biscotti ($63.00 p.p. with this option) + GROUP DINNER A 3 Course Dinner 65 pp Appetizer Choice of: Mixed Greens spiced sunflower seeds, birch syrup & pickled stone fruit sherry vinaigrette Kale Caesar house cured bacon, grana padano & caesar vinaigrette Soup – composed daily Main Choice of: Bymark 8oz U.S.D.A Prime Burger brie de meaux, grilled porcini mushrooms Pan Seared Halibut side stripe shrimp, beluga lentils, patty pans, carrots & tabbouleh BBQ Chicken Supreme garlic whipped potato, crème fraiche & crisp pancetta mixed wax beans, salsa verde, parmesan Daily Pasta *available for parties of 16 people or less Dessert Choice of:Dulce De Leche White Chocolate Cake cookie crunch wafers, Saskatoon berry coulis Lemon Cheesecake biscotti crust, raspberry compote, sesame tuile, coconut ice Lindt Chocolate Pudding toasted marshmallows, cookie crumble, strawberry vanilla milkshake *Light Dessert Option (instead of above choice): Shared Platters of Bymark’s House made cookies and biscotti ($60.00 per person with this option) + GROUP DINNER B 3 Course Dinner 74 pp Appetizer Choice of:Octopus & Chorizo Sausage charred orange, angelino peppers, blistered tomato & olive vinaigrette Buffalo Mozzarella & Donut Peaches reduced white balsamic & basil shoots Kale Caesar house cured bacon, grana padano & caesar vinaigrette Main  Choice of: P. E. I. All Natural Grass Fed 8oz Filet wild mushroom risotto & chef’s daily vegetablesGrilled Sea Bream calamari, tomato orange broth, braised fennel, olives & shishito peppers BBQ Chicken Supreme garlic whipped potato, crème fraiche & crisp pancetta mixed wax beans, salsa verde, parmesan Daily Pasta *available for parties of 16 people or less Dessert  Choice of:Dulce De Leche White Chocolate Cake cookie crunch wafers, Saskatoon berry coulis Lemon Cheesecake biscotti crust, raspberry compote, sesame tuile, coconut ice Lindt Chocolate Pudding toasted marshmallows, cookie crumble, strawberry vanilla milkshake *Light Dessert Option (instead of above choice): Shared Platters of Bymark’s House made cookies and biscotti ($70.00 per person with this option) + GROUP DINNER C 3 Course Dinner 90 pp Appetizer Choice of:Butter Braised Lobster Poutine crisp frites, classic bearnaise Buffalo Mozzarella & Donut Peaches reduced white balsamic & basil shoots Rougie Foie Gras & Crisp Pancetta buttered brioche, pistachio praline & Okanagan orchard fruit compote Seared Yellow Fin Tuna kimchee cucumber, togarashi spiced cashews, crisp taro & yuzu dressing Main Choice of:1855 Black Angus 10oz or 14oz Striploin with Chef’s daily vegetables and starch Black Cod & Octopus Tempura long beans, garlic stems & soy citrus beurre blanc Roasted Duck Breast sweet corn pudding, wild mushroom succotash, golden soubise, pear & gorgonzola relish Roasted Lamb Loin lamb kofta, tokyo turnips, radish, baba ganoush, ricotta gnocchi & tzatziki Dessert  Choice of:Dulce De Leche White Chocolate Cake cookie crunch wafers, Saskatoon berry coulis Lemon Cheesecake biscotti crust, raspberry compote, sesame tuile, coconut ice Selection of Boutique Cheeses *Light Dessert Option (instead of above choice): Shared Platters of Bymark’s House made cookies and biscotti ($85.00 per person with this option) Download PDF Menus group lunch a group lunch b group lunch c group dinner a group dinner b group dinner c Contact Us Bymark 66 Wellington Street West Toronto, ON M5K 1M6 416 777-1144 Map & Directions Hours LUNCH MON-FRI: 11:30AM-3PM DINNER MON-SAT: Service from 5PM Bar Menu available 3pm onwards We'd love to hear from you! (* fields are required) Name * Email * Phone Message *     Join The Conversation @TheMcEwanGroup #Bymark Follow The McEWan Group Sign up for Our Email Newsletter (* fields are required) Name * Email * Please select the areas of interest for which you would like to receive occasional email from us. McEwan Group - General Interest Bymark North 44 North 44 Caters McEwan One Restaurant Fabbrica   Follow @TheMcEwanGroup Latest Tweets “ Loading Tweets... ” News Sign up for our email newsletter: Chef Mark McEwan's Bymark is a McEwan Group restaurant. © Copyright The McEwan Group. | Careers Site design and images © Copyright CCS Creative. All rights reserved.)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11936,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2000 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 13, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 2000 Opinion Sanctions against Iraq by Patrik Parkes On Saturday, September 23, 2000, Dennis Halliday, a former assistant secretary general of the UN, was in Vancouver to speak about the devastating effects of U.S.-led UN sanctions against Iraq. Halliday outlined some of the main issues and related anecdotes from his time spent in Iraq to an audience of more than 900 people. The sanctions against Iraq are of concern to all who value human rights. Specifically, it is of concern that Canada has endorsed these sanctions. And it is of concern to teachers that Iraqis’ right to education has been undermined by the sanctions. Of specific concern to public school teachers is the prevention of basic school supplies—paper, pencils, and textbooks—from entering Iraq under the sanctions. Iraq used to have an education system that was free and universal. Now, having little cash, the Iraqi government has had to start charging tuition for even elementary education. Many children can’t attend school anyway, forced to beg or prostitute themselves to earn money for their families. A generation of Iraqi children is growing up uneducated, angry, and isolated from the outside world. When Iraq was prosperous, it imported 70% of its food supply, and it could afford to provide free healthcare for its citizens. Now Iraq is unable to import sufficient quantities of food, is banned from importing medicines and other medical supplies, and has no money to repair infrastructure destroyed by mainly U.S. bombing. During the Gulf War, 28 hospitals and 80% of all water and sewage systems were destroyed. Since the war and the onset of sanctions, birth weights have declined, and 30% of Iraqi children are at risk from acute malnutrition. As a direct consequence of the sanctions, 6,000 Iraqi infants die each month. To make things worse, many are born with severe birth deformities resulting from the use of depleted uranium in U.S. and U.K. bombs. Effectively, what is happening to Iraq can be called genocide. Because of the sanctions, Iraqi people are unable to access basic medical necessities, and they are being starved to death. The sanctions violate international law, which prohibits the starvation of civilians, and the destruction of things indispensable to human survival, as methods of warfare. The ostensible purpose of the sanctions is to contain Saddam Hussein and prevent Iraq’s weapons of mass destruction from being a threat. Dennis Halliday has suggested other motives for the sanctions. One is to promote the threat of Iraq in order to increase U.S. arms sales to Iraq’s neighbours. Another is to control the supply of oil—“a form of neo-colonialism applied by the U.S. to dominate the Arab world.” Indeed, keeping Iraqi oil off the world market helps inflate world oil prices, of benefit to U.S. oil companies. Unfortunately, the Canadian government endorses the sanctions. At a time when the death of Pierre Trudeau has caused many Canadians to reflect on their nation, recalling the more independent image we used to project abroad, it is a great shame that Canada so blindly lends its help to exploits such as the sanctions against Iraq. Halliday remarked that Ottawa is acting as a branch of Washington. By supporting the sanctions and other injustices such as the bombing of Yugoslavia, Canada is projecting an international image of servitude to U.S. whims. This is an issue of serious concern to all Canadians. Canadians need to pressure the government—through letter-writing campaigns, or other means—to end its support for the sanctions. Teachers can raise awareness by including the sanctions against Iraq in discussions of current events. The sanctions are of interest to social-issues clubs as well. If you require further information, or petitions, please contact Campaign to End the Sanctions Against the People of Iraq (CESAPI), c/o Ken Hiebert, (604) 253-1459. Patrik Parkes is a teacher on call in the Coquitlam School District. Schools: A factory model by Ed Harrison and Rob Sandhu Early 20th Century Education leads Teachers into the 21st Century.” Imagine that headline as a lead into a Vancouver Sun story about our education system. But in fact that is the situation. Back in the early 20th century, Franklin Bobbitt, at the Harvard School of Education, was proposing an education system that viewed the child as the raw material and the school as the factory that would mould the student into a marketable product. At each stage in the process, the managers were to constantly check the product for consistency using specified objectives. Within Bobbitt’s vision of curriculum and schooling, the B.C. ministry’s view of education would sit very comfortably. Prescribed learning outcomes (PLOs) clearly describe what the teacher is supposed to teach in a particular subject. When curricula were first developed in the mid-1900s, teachers working on them thought that they would be able to describe their subject area in more detail than ever before. PLOs started out as Intended Learning Outcomes (ILOs). But if something were intended, the ministry testing branch could not be sure it had been taught. Thus ILOs became PLOs. Further, it was with some dismay that teacher curriculum developers were told by ministry representatives that they could only have 240 PLOs per subject. This raises the question, What do they do if the PLOs don’t fully describe a subject? They link the ministry with a particular conception of schooling: Schools are factories that are to be controlled at every stage. The ministry’s assumption is that if you control what is taught through PLOs, you control the process of education. That is not unlike Bobbitt’s vision. But, of course, you don’t really know if you have controlled the education process unless you test to see if you have the control. Thus we have witnessed the growth of testing in the province. It started innocently enough with some sample testing in Grade 10 in the key areas of science, English, math, and social studies. Such testing could be used to alter or rewrite curriculum and thus improve the overall quality of education in the province. The problem was that the testing programs began to have history. The social studies program, for example, had been sampled three times and data was beginning to be compared. Groups began to raise questions about what should be taught and how it should be taught. But this did not conform with the ministry’s view of how the factory should be run; it did not account for the need to have quality control. A new testing program was needed. Foundation Skills Assessment (FSA) tests would focus on the subject area and be linked to a student’s ability. The move quietly shifted the responsibility for success in program away from the ministry to the teacher. It prevented a historical pattern of data about a program from being collected and stifled the teacher demands for curriculum reform. The process of being educated began to be more important than the substance. If students are able to pass those tests, then there is no reason they should not continue the process of being educated. If they can’t pass the tests then we will move them through the system anyway since at some point they should be able to pick up enough to graduate. That also follows the dictum of James Popum in an article, “The Death of Curriculum.” Popum argues that testing can be used to control classroom activities. The performance-based outcomes also extend the control of the ministry. They are based on the model of the school as a factory. Performance is a term drawn from the theatre: the student becomes the performer, the one who performs for the entertainment of others. Performance is indeed theatre given that the PLOs never reflected the basis of a particular program or course. But as long as the process of giving the performance is standardized and measured, students will be thought to be educated. Of course, the question that is begged is, Is this really education? Where the factory-system approach to education begins to fall apart is around the issues related to accreditation. Accreditation is designed to ensure consistency with ministry standards of what constitutes a good school. But the time that was spent getting to that point and the speciousness of the questions has led to a fundamental questioning of the reasons for accreditation. Teachers have finally raised the question about the validity of the process. But the ministry insists that the process, flawed or not, continue. The questions of process and substance reach a pinnacle over advanced-credit issues related to summer school. Questions related to marks (one school reports an average course mark in SS11 as 78%) and topics covered indicate that the process—that students go through the course rather than the substance (that there is meaningful discussion of the issues and time to reflect upon the material)—is more important. The process attitude toward education is a response to what the public wants: It wants accountability at any price. There is no room for debate about what is worthwhile in education, of what should be taught and how. It is the process that politicians want to be able to point to with the assurance that the “bang for the buck” can be measured and accounted for: the accountants factory model that Bobbitt suggested in the last century has come true. Ed Harrison teaches at New Caledonia Senior Secondary School, Terrace, and Rob Sandhu teaches at the VSB/UBC Transition Program, Vancouver. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11898,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2000 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 13, Number 2, October 2000 An unforgettable experience by Laura Wilson Each May, heritage fairs take place across Canada, and this year more than 110,000 students participated. In some areas, there are school fairs, followed by district and regional fairs. Each July, a National Heritage Fair is held in a different province. Each province may send 15 student delegates and five counsellors, and each of the territories, including Nunavut, which was formed on April 1, 1999, may send five students and a counsellor. For nine days during the summer, I attended the National Heritage Fair, in Ottawa/Hull, as a counsellor from B.C. Our group flew from Cranbrook to Vancouver and met the other delegates and counsellors from B.C. The next day, we flew to Ottawa and stayed in Philemon Wright Junior Secondary School, in Hull, Quebec. We enjoyed tours of the National Art Gallery, War Museum, RCMP stables, Rideau Hall (where the Governor General, the Queen’s representative, resides), and Parliament Hill. The trip to Parliament Hill was one of the highlights because we had an audience with the Speaker of the House of Commons, the Hon. Gilbert Parent. We walked into the House, down the main aisle with the benches of the Government on one side and the Opposition on the other (delegates and counsellors were wearing the T-shirts of their province/ territory), and took our seats. The speaker made us feel welcome, and he quickly developed a warm rapport with everyone. He told us how at one time it would have seemed very unlikely that he would ever have become the speaker. He explained that his grandmother was born on a native reserve. His father was Métis. His father was gassed in the First World War, and when he returned home, he got a job as the custodian of the theatre in Welland, Ontario. “And here I am, I am the custodian of the House of Commons of Canada.” There was pride in his voice. After a short question period, one student from each province/territory spoke briefly about his/her province/territory. On Friday, the students set up their projects in the Museum of Civilization, in Hull, with its grand setting by the Ottawa River opposite Parliament Hill in Ottawa. The fair took place on Saturday and Sunday. Students from Cranbrook had done a project on the Frank Slide, which took place in 1903. At that time, the town of Frank, near the B.C./Alberta border was a frontier coal-mining town. During the night on April 29, Turtle Mountain crashed down on the town, killing about 70 people. Students developed a play based on what they had learned. When I saw them perform for the first time, I knew that all my efforts had been worthwhile, because they had brought history alive. Their project was one of three chosen to go to the National Fair, and the students spent a great deal of time preparing a short video of their play for the fair. Laura Wilson teaches at Steeples Elementary School, Cranbrook. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/BCTF-research.aspx?id=16368,BCTF>What is PD? September 19, 2008  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development BCTF-Research Archives 2012-13 2011-12  2010-11  2009-10  2008-09  Home > Publications > BCTF Research > BCTF-Research List > 2008-09 Archives What is PD? Recent postings on the BCTF PD Issues listserv have considered a definition of Professional Development. One recent publication and accompanying DVD from the Ontario Teachers’ Federation--“Beyond PD Days” (2007)--may be of interest to BC and other Canadian teachers. In this report, the authors discuss issues they believe might shift thinking within the Canadian education system beyond considering professional development as a day or days when teachers attend and are recipients of PD. They argue that it is important to: * Consider a focus on ‘teacher learning’ rather than ‘teacher professional development’. This term was adopted in 2007 by major educational stakeholders in Ontario, including the Ministry of Education, the teacher unions, principals, school boards, and parents’ organizations. * Focus on participants, not the program, with fewer formal ‘keynotes and workshop’ approaches to PD, and more teacher discourse. * Beware of over-reliance on a guru, a guest speaker, who is often inspirational, but whose influence fades as the next gurus appear. * Find a balance of approaches, perhaps using Guskey’s (2000) seven models of PD (training; observation/assessment; involvement in development/improvement process; study groups; inquiry/action research; individually guided activities; mentoring). * Find the time for both formal and informal learning, with a range of options proposed. * Evaluate success, perhaps by fostering on-line discussions after the learning activities. Sources: Clark, R., Antonelli, F., Lacavera, D., Livingstone, D., Pollock, K., Smaller, H., Strachan, J., & Tarc, P. (2007). Beyond PD days: Teachers’ work and learning in Canada. Toronto: Ontario Teachers’ Federation. Guskey, T.R. (2000). Evaluating professional development. Thousand Oaks, CA: Corwin Press. Submitted by Charlie Naylor, cnaylor@bctf.ca September 19, 2008 This item will be saved on the BCTF’s web site in a list archive, at http://www.bctf.ca/publications/BCTF-research.aspx  Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Foster parents are ordinary people engaged in extraordinary acts of kindness. Join the team! http://t.co/6jUkcsOp6V" @Teresa_Wat - 04:31pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=22966&printPage=true,BCTF News Releases  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2011 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  May 5, 2011 Teachers welcome government decision not to appeal landmark Supreme Court ruling, urge funding to restore learning conditions  Teachers across British Columbia are breathing a sigh of relief on learning that the provincial government has decided not to appeal the landmark April 13, 2011 ruling of the BC Supreme Court, which declared substantial portions of Bills 27 and 28 to be unconstitutional. “This news is good for kids, who now can hope to have their learning conditions restored in time for the start of the new school year,” said BCTF President Susan Lambert, who said she sincerely thanked Education Minister George Abbott for the role he played in helping government arrive at its decision to allow the BC Supreme Court ruling to stand.  “Now, rather than wasting time and money on further court action, we can move forward immediately to bring resources into the system for students,” Lambert said. “If the political will is there to respect the court decision, we must at the very least restore the funding to achieve the learning conditions that existed before the legislation. We’re eager to get down to work on it so school boards can plan for September.” She noted that today’s Grade 10 students were in Kindergarten in 2002 when the legislation was imposed to remove from the teachers’ contracts all provisions relating to class size and class composition, along with staffing ratios for non-enrolling teachers including school counsellors, teacher-librarians, learning assistance, and other specialist teachers. “Throughout almost all of their school careers, these children have experienced deteriorating learning conditions, overcrowded classrooms, scarce learning resources, closed libraries, and a terrible lack of support for students with special needs,” Lambert said. “Now it’s time to restore the quality services and staffing levels that were eliminated in order to cut hundreds of millions of dollars a year out of the education budget. Why make students wait another year?” Lambert noted that the Supreme Court ruling also restores teachers’ ability to negotiate improvements to class size and class composition through the collective bargaining process. “The number of children in the classroom, and the complexity and diversity of needs they present are two fundamental elements in terms of teachers’ working conditions, which are also student’s learning conditions,” Lambert said. -  30  - For more information, contact Nancy Knickerbocker, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell).)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20140925,ipv4.google.com,https://ipv4.google.com/sorry/IndexRedirect?continue=https://www.blogger.com/navbar.g%3FtargetBlogID075687045866423208324646blogName75Staffroom%2BConfidential46publishMode75PUBLISH_MODE_HOSTED46navbarType75LIGHT46layoutType75LAYOUTS46searchRoot75http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/search46blogLocale75en46v075246homepageUrl75http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/46targetPostID075374714520963248468146blogPostOrPageUrl75http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/04/bill-22-and-us-education-reform.html46vt0756734316193756231956,https://www.blogger.com/navbar.g?targetBlogID075687045866423208324646blogName75Staffroom+Confidential46publishMode75PUBLISH_MODE_HOSTED46navbarType75LIGHT46layoutType75LAYOUTS46searchRoot75http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/search46blogLocale75en46v075246homepageUrl75http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/46targetPostID075374714520963248468146blogPostOrPageUrl75http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/04/bill-22-and-us-education-reform.html46vt0756734316193756231956 To continue, please type the characters below: About this page Our systems have detected unusual traffic from your computer network. This page checks to see if it's really you sending the requests, and not a robot. Why did this happen? This page appears when Google automatically detects requests coming from your computer network which appear to be in violation of the Terms of Service. The block will expire shortly after those requests stop. In the meantime, solving the above CAPTCHA will let you continue to use our services. This traffic may have been sent by malicious software, a browser plug-in, or a script that sends automated requests. If you share your network connection, ask your administrator for help — a different computer using the same IP address may be responsible. Learn more Sometimes you may be asked to solve the CAPTCHA if you are using advanced terms that robots are known to use, or sending requests very quickly. IP address: 207.241.226.75 Time: 2014-09-25T17:23:16Z URL: https://www.blogger.com/navbar.g?targetBlogID075687045866423208324646blogName75Staffroom+Confidential46publishMode75PUBLISH_MODE_HOSTED46navbarType75LIGHT46layoutType75LAYOUTS46searchRoot75http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/search46blogLocale75en46v075246homepageUrl75http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/46targetPostID075374714520963248468146blogPostOrPageUrl75http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/04/bill-22-and-us-education-reform.html46vt0756734316193756231956)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11308,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2001 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 14, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 2001  Softwood lumber by Scott Lunny One of the most important issues facing the province of British Columbia today is the softwood lumber dispute with the United States. The reason is simple—B.C.’s economy is driven by its resource-based industries and by exports. Nowhere is this clearer than in the forest sector, which constitutes the economic backbone of so many of our communities and underpins our provincial economy. The forest industry is directly responsible for nearly 100,000 jobs. It indirectly supports about 200,000 more. Stumpage payments alone generate an amount about equal to spending on post-secondary education, while workers’ taxes contribute almost an equal amount; forestry generates fully 60% of our export earnings. Those are the dollars with which we buy everything from oranges to computers to medical equipment. They are, in short, the purchasing power that we use to pay our way in the world, both by buying foreign-made goods and by supporting the important services to people, such as education, that British Columbians expect from government. The health of our forest and wood economy, then, is crucial to the health, prosperity, and well-being of our province. No wonder we look with alarm at unilateral protectionist measures against our wood products, especially when they are enacted by our largest customer. When the United States, which buys almost 90% of B.C. lumber, puts a 19.3% duty on softwood lumber exports from selected Canadian provinces, we have to respond very strongly. We have to overcome a lot of misconceptions about the issue, on both sides of the border. The powerful U.S. lumber lobby, for instance, suggests that the protectionist duty is necessary because of unfair Canadian government subsidies to the forest industry, particularly in B.C. This argument has been refuted by numerous academic studies and rejected by international trade tribunals. Canadian lumber is no more subsidized than U.S. lumber. The most inefficient American mills just cannot compete against the combination of a low Canadian dollar, extremely efficient Canadian mills, and abundant timber supply in Canada. The Americans, especially in the southern pine region, having failed to improve their productive capacity are facing growing timber shortages. They have responded not by improving stewardship or investing more, but by blaming Canada. Another misconception is that the softwood duty will lead to better forest practices. That’s not true, on either side of the border. Most of U.S. timber comes from private woodlots and plantations. Most of B.C.’s wood comes from Crown land. The U.S. has already overcut many of the private lands, where forest practices are not nearly as restrictive as they are under our Forest Practices Code. In B.C., for instance, we have replanted a larger area than we harvested every year but one since 1987, and we will continue to do so. We already have better forest practices than do the Americans. Indeed, it’s ironic that the Americans do not complain about "subsidized" B.C. raw logs, with which many Pacific Northwest sawmills are topping up their output in the face of severe timber shortages. Logs enter the U.S. duty-free; companies on both sides of the border would love to do away with the log-export rules that keep the vast-majority of Crown-land logs from going to the States, taking thousands of manufacturing jobs with them. We need to mobilize society in support of a fair deal for our lumber exports. In response to a letter to mayors and councils of some 300 forest-based communities, I.W.A. Canada has already won support from nearly 40 and look forward to many more. An opposition-day motion in the federal parliament saw speakers from all parties pledge support for fair-market access. We have also received tens of thousands of names on petitions calling for the same. It’s crucial that British Columbians work together, urge the federal government to act and gain a fair, level playing field for all lumber producers, whether from Canada, the U.S., or other countries. I.W.A. Canada and other wood-industry workers don’t want or need any special advantage. With fair rules, we know we can compete with anyone when it comes to producing high-quality, competitively priced manufactured wood products. And when we do, we know it benefits our families and our communities and that we are helping to fuel the economy that all British Columbians count on. Scott Lunny is the IWA’s director of policy and information services. For more information, visit www.IWA.ca. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141006,m.theglobeandmail.com,http://m.theglobeandmail.com/news/british-columbia/comparing-bc-teachers-demands-with-the-tentative-agreement/article20652515/?service=mobile,Comparing B.C. teachers’ demands with the tentative agreement - The Globe and Mail Sections Dashboard security search securityQuery Home » News » British Columbia Comparing B.C. teachers’ demands with the tentative agreement ANDREA WOO VANCOUVER — The Globe and Mail Last updated Thursday, Sep. 18 2014, 12:02 PM EDT B.C. Teachers' Federation President Jim Iker addresses members of the media in Vancouver, Tuesday, Sept.16, 2014. (JONATHAN HAYWARD/THE CANADIAN PRESS) Both the B.C. government and the union representing the province’s public school teachers emerged from marathon negotiations this week appearing to claim victory. In the government’s corner, Premier Christy Clark beamed as she spoke of the “remarkable achievement” in negotiating a historic, six-year agreement that would help “reset the relationship” between the two sides. Story continues below ad Meanwhile, B.C. Teachers’ Federation president Jim Iker spoke of a tentative agreement with “meaningful achievements” and “no concessions.” But how did each party’s proposals really shake out in the end? The Globe and Mail compares what was offered earlier this summer and what the two sides ultimately agreed upon. The union’s membership will vote on the tentative agreement on Thursday. (Connect with our B.C. teachers' strike live blog for the latest updates on the strike.) Salary In June, the teachers’ union had asked for an 8-per-cent salary increase over five years, down from the 13.5 per cent over three years it had asked for earlier in the year. What it settled for, according to the tentative agreement signed Tuesday, was 7.25 per cent over six years – the same amount the government had tabled in April. Canada’s annual inflation rate is about 2 per cent a year; teachers critical of the agreement argue this amounts to a wage cut. Signing bonus The government had initially offered a signing bonus of $1,200, which expired, while the teachers’ union later asked for a signing bonus of $5,000. Under the tentative agreement, the government would provide a one-time, $105-million fund to settle union grievances around class size and composition, for the union to use as it sees fit; the union has indicated it would distribute this money to members in the form of a signing bonus. Class size and composition Under the tentative agreement, a $400-million education fund would be established to hire bargaining unit members to address the contentious class size and composition issues that have dogged much of the lengthy labour dispute. Mr. Iker said this fund would mean “several hundred new teaching positions each year.” The amounts would be divided into $75-million for 2014-15, $80-million the following three school years and $85-million in 2018-19. The government had earlier offered $300-million for this. A government provision known as E80 – which would have brought both sides to the table on these issues and effectively “negotiated away” two B.C. Supreme Court decisions, according to Mr. Iker – has been removed. Preparation time Elementary school teachers currently get 90 minutes of preparation time a week. The BCTF has proposed increases to preparation time to 120 minutes a week this year, 150 minutes next year and 180 minutes in 2016; the two sides settled on 100 minutes a week immediately, increasing to 110 minutes in 2019, according to the tentative agreement. Joint employer/employee committees would be struck to discuss prep time for secondary teachers and adult educators. Follow Andrea Woo on Twitter: @andreawoo ‘I hope that all parties will be winners,’ says former B.C. Education Minister Tentative deal for B.C. teachers means relief and hope Globe editorial Some progress in B.C.’s peace and conflict studies Topics: B.C. Teachers Strike More Stories Tory’s support rises to 42 per cent as Ford fades, Chow in third: poll Ford’s alleged anti-Semitic remarks land brother Doug in hot water Unvetted Quebec judge Clément Gascon takes Supreme Court seat October 6: Your daily horoscope I’m an adult. Stop nudging me Home Life News Arts Globe Debate Sports Report on Business Technology Globe Investor Globe Drive Video My Watchlist Back to top Login or Register View Full Site Online Help | Privacy Policy | Terms and Conditions | © Copyright 2014 The Globe and Mail Inc. All rights reserved)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9130&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 19, Number 1, September 2006 BCTF President elected to national position Jinny Sims, president of the BC Teachers’ Federation, has been elected as one of four vice-presidents of the Canadian Teachers’ Federation. Sims will help represent 215,000 teachers in 17 provincial and territorial member organizations and affiliates. Sims said, "Public education is the cornerstone of our democracy, and teachers have to be prepared to take on the phoney ‘accountability agenda.’ We have to assert our professionalism. We have to ensure the joy of teaching and learning that brought us to this amazing teaching profession." The CTF assists teacher organizations in difficult times: the strength and unity of 215,000 teachers provide a formidable force for any government. "The CTF has been active on a wide range of issues that affect teachers and education," said Sims. Sims has previous experience with the CTF, having served as a director. Her election victory follows on the heels of victory at home a week earlier when she led the BCTF to a successfully negotiated settlement for BC’s 38,000 public school teachers. – Yvonne Eamor)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11090,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2002 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 14, Number 6, April 2002 Teachers’ Pension Plan backlog The backlog of applications for pension estimates and pension payments has been eliminated. The Pension Corporation, within the appropriate timelines, has addressed the applications. No doubt that has been met with much appreciation; retirees are always pleased when the first pension payment arrives on time! The Pension Corporation does, however, have a backlog of requests as to the cost of purchasing service: applications for both leave of absence and reinstatement of refunds. The backlogged applications will not be disadvantaged by the delay, as salary will be frozen as of the date of application for leave of absence and interest frozen as of the date of application for reinstatement. The Pension Corporation plans to have the waiting time for purchases of service reduced to an acceptable level by the end of 2002. Plan members who are retiring will be given first priority with respect to applications for purchase of service. After the spring and summer retirement pensions have been dealt with, the Pension Corporation will be able to give other purchase-of-service applications full attention. The Pension Corporation will attempt to have the backlog eliminated by the end of 2002; therefore, if you have an outstanding application, get the money ready! The large number of pension-plan members wishing to take advantage of the new Interprovincial Transfer Agreement also has created a backlog of work at the Pension Corporation. Members are therefore urged to wait until the end of 2002 to apply for transfers from other teacher pension plans unless they are planning to retire in June 2002. – Dale Lauber Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8812&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, Number 4, March 2004 Stripping arbitrator’s ruling quashed On January 22, 2004, the B.C. Supreme Court held that Stripping Arbitrator Eric Rice made such fundamental errors of law on issues important to the education system that his August 2002 decision must be quashed. "In light of the fundamental nature of the errors of law, the Determination of the arbitrator must be quashed," the Court concluded. The stripping arbitrator appointed by the B.C. Liberal government took a much too aggressive approach to removing provisions from our collective agreement and did not properly interpret or apply the law. This decision effectively means that some of what was deleted by the arbitrator is in fact preserved. Teachers are justly proud of the efforts we have made over the years to protect learning conditions through collective bargaining, lobbying, and the courts. "This is excellent news for students, parents, and teachers," said Neil Worboys, president of the BCTF. "The act in question was written to facilitate the government’s underfunding and erosion of services to students, and we are delighted that its implementation has been overturned." The BCTF will be analyzing the judgment in greater detail before deciding on a course of action. The government now must decide whether it will go back, attempt to appoint another arbitrator, and try to strip those protections for students again. Students, parents, and members of the public are now much more aware of the consequences of removing learning conditions from our collective agreement, than they were in 2002. The evidence of the damage to public education caused by the B.C. Liberal policies is overwhelming: 92 neighbourhood schools closed, larger classes, fewer specialist teachers, less support for students with special needs. – Peter Owens)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/AboutUs/EmploymentOpportunities.aspx,BCTF Employment Opportunities  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > About Us > Employment Opportunities BCTF Employment Opportunities The British Columbia Teachers' Federation (BCTF) is the union of professionals representing 41,000 public school teachers in the province of British Columbia, Canada. It is a unionized work site and has two representative unions—CEP Local 464 representing the administrative staff complement of approximately 40 members, and TFEU representing the support staff complement of approximately 140 members. Internal staff postings Internal staff postings (for current BCTF employees only), when available, are listed on the BCTF internal site (restricted access). Casual BCTF employees may contact the HR Department for further information about the postings. External job postings Staff vacancies that are not filled internally are advertised externally and listed below. They are removed upon application deadline expiry. Vacancies Staff vacancies JP0802-2014-02 Intake Clerk FT Temporary Position About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12682,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 1999 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 12, Number 1, September 1999 October: Women’s History Month & Persons’ Day by Margaret Ross “People must know the past to understand the present and face the future,” said Nellie McClung, best known of the Famous Five. The other four were Irene Parlby, Henrietta Muir Edwards, Laurie McKinney, and, of course, Emily Murphy. The Famous Five fought in the Supreme Court of Canada and went on to the Privy Council in Britain in 1929, to have women recognized as persons. In 1992, October was named Women’s History month in Canada to coincide with the annual commemoration of Persons’ Day, October 18. Ideas to start you thinking: Read a book by or about women. Visit your local art gallery and view the work of women artists. Use the BCTF Gender Equity Guide available from BCTF Lesson Aids. Attend the Women’s History Network/B.C. 5th Annual Conference, “Women and Families,” Camosun College, Victoria, B.C. Conference www.rapidnet.bc.ca/~cbartos/welcome.html Think about sponsoring a young women’s conference, using the new BCTF planning guide (available from Connie McBride at 604-871-1834). Check out NFB materials. Phone for a catalogue, toll free 1-800-267-7710. Special prices for home and classroom use. Listings can be viewed on the NFB Web site: www.nfb.ca Use the Status of Women Web site www.swc-cfc.gc.ca for background, events, and resources. Access the Ministry of Women’s Equality Web site www.weq.gov.bc.ca for information and quizzes for classroom use. – Margaret Ross Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8080,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 7, May/June 2005 Poverty, justice, and the library by Carrie Hinterberger As I reflect on a very satisfying career as a teacher-librarian, I am struck by both the opportunity and the responsibility teachers have in shaping young lives—our future. Teacher-librarians have a unique place in that process. They know the children through their years of schooling. They recognize those who live in poverty and those who are advantaged. Books can be a great equalizer in a world where children lack equal opportunities. There is great pleasure in saying to a child, "Here’s a book I think you will love," with the knowledge that reading it may be a life-changing experience. John Ralston Saul describes poverty as Canada’s gangrene. One in five children in Canada lives in poverty. They likely have limited access to books in their homes and may have difficulty getting to a public library. Books can provide a mirror for children and help them to know that they are not alone in the world. Books can broaden experiences and develop creativity. Books can develop coping strategies. Have you ever had the joy of seeing yourself reflected in the words on the printed page? Multicultural books and books set in locations around the world can expand a child’s view and help her or him to see her or his place in the global community. Books can make up for lack of economic advantages. Books are an excellent alternative to TV and video games. A note stuck on a book returned by a Grade 6 student saying "This was a cool book," gladdens the heart. Studies in England have shown that when children have a well-stocked library and a skilled teacher-librarian, achievement is enhanced, regardless of socio-economic status, thus helping to mitigate the results of poverty. As John Ralston Saul says, "The true reflection of ourselves, of our society, is the one who has the least." Just one person who believes in her or him can transform a child’s life. When a teacher-librarian believes the child is a reader, the child can also see herself or himself as a reader. A former Grade 4 student wanted to be a volunteer in the library but was a non-reader. He was a very helpful student who loved to do jobs. With that motivation, he took home the information he needed to learn as a volunteer, and he learned to read, something he had been unable to achieve in a classroom. A Grade 5 student who was unable to adapt to classroom routines loved books even though he was a non-reader. When a reporter from the local paper came to interview children about the books they loved, he had the opportunity to explain how much he loved books and enthusiastically show his favorites. A teacher-librarian has an unmatched opportunity to make a difference. I have seen children’s eyes shine as they exclaim, "You have so many good books that it is hard to choose!" Picking the right book teaches competence and adds to the excitement of learning. Some only want books about princesses and some only want books about dinosaurs. If we can trust the child to pick the right resource, given some guidance, we add to their confidence and let them explore what they are interested in, not just materials at their level. We all learn by making choices and being excited by our discoveries. A book returned to the library from a home visit may have experienced some peanut butter or an extended stay under a bed somewhere, but it was chosen and had an opportunity to be loved. It may have been the one that changed the child’s life. Children also learn from stories. One of my most memorable experiences was listening to a storyteller who visited our library. He arranged the children so they were looking out the window, at Mt. Cheam. He stood in front of them and told them the story of how the mountain came to be. It was powerful and entrancing. Many cultures around the world know the value of story, and we have much to learn about the effectiveness of story in teaching. By hearing and telling stories, children, regardless of their home circumstances, have access to information and concepts. Many of us are frustrated in the classroom when a child launches into a long and detailed story that completely loses the audience. Hearing good stories helps children to articulate and learn how to express themselves. Many of our most vulnerable children have few skills in spoken language, and the art of conversation seems all but forgotten. Listening to a good story provides advantages for all children, and those stories are plentiful in the library. Do you remember the pleasure of relaxing and listening to a good story? Teacher-librarians provide resources for classrooms as well as for individuals. Working with the staff at a school enables us to know which resources meet the needs of the staff and students there, and how the resources can be made readily available. A good collection happens only when a trained teacher-librarian has an adequate budget and makes the choices using up-to-date selection tools. The collection can be wonderful, but without the teacher-librarian, it will not be made fully accessible. Teaching children to find information gives them a skill for a lifetime, a skill that must be made available to all children. That is what we are trained to do. A real, warm human who knows the collection, as well as the students and staff, can make maximum use of resources. Our children, all of them, are our hope for the future. We must work toward justice in the distribution of resources and provide an escape from grinding poverty through literacy. One of the most effective ways to do that is to provide a school library with sufficient resources and professional teacher-librarians in all our schools. Carrie Hinterberger retired in December from Evans Elementary School, Chilliwack. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/SocialJustice.aspx?id=21406,BCTF > Sexual Health Education  	BCTF Social Justice  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources   For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Social Justice > Issues Sexual Health Education Guidelines The following guidelines were approved by the BCTF Executive Committee in June 2010 and are published in the BCTF Members' Guide. Guidelines for implementation of sexual health education   Resources AIDS Vancouver: HIV/AIDS prevention workshops (two to three hours). All workshops can be modified to 80 minute blocks for secondary schools except Gender and HIV. Avoiding homophobia and transphobia in sexual health education   ERAC review of HIV/AIDS materials to compliment the HACE Curriculum  Options for Sexual Health. Non-profit BC society offers clinical services and comprehensive education and information.  Professional development training for teachers. Can be modified to fit audience needs. Questions & answers: Gender identity in schools.  Public Health Agency of Canada  Questions & answers: Sexual orientation in schools.  Public Health Agency of Canada Responding to resistance to teaching sexual health education   Sexual education free from heterosexism   Sexual health education in the schools: Questions and answers.  3rd edition, March 2010. Published by the Sex Information and Education Council of Canada (SIECCAN), this resource provides answers to the most commonly asked questions about sexual health education.  SexualityAndU.ca provides information and education on sexual health. The website is administered by the Society of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists of Canada.  Teachingsexualhealth.ca is a website sponsored by the Alberta Government. It is developed by educators and medical professionals to assist teachers in the teaching of sexual health. Using gender neutral language in your classroom   Youth Co. trainings and workshops in the lower mainland. They will travel to other parts of the province when organizations can help support their travel costs. SHE resource list 2014. Sexual health resources for primary, intermediate, and secondary schools Compiled under the co-ordination of the Vancouver School Board. About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=15648,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2008 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 20, Number 6, April 2008  Global perspectives for healing and hope By Marian Dodds Visualize this. An ESL teenage girl’s eyes welling up with tears and a huge smile spreading across her face as she enters your classroom to the sound of marimba music from a CD you purchased on a recent vacation in Central America. "Teacher, that music is from my country!" she exclaims. Knowing only that the music was lively and energizing, you had chosen to play it to introduce the day’s lesson. You had purchased it from a street vendor not knowing that it included songs this lonely new ESL student had not heard since she left her homeland. Synchronicity is at play. Of course, you later give her the CD to play at home. In this scenario, the subject was a unit of Latin American cooking in an ESL foods class, but it could as easily have been Spanish, tourism, English, social studies, and so on. Imagine expanding the use of the arts in your classroom. Creativity is a powerful catalyst for student engagement. It creates a "welcome in" to our teaching content, but most importantly it connects us to the wonderful human beings who are our students. Taking a creative leap, we never know where a nerve may be struck and social-emotional learning opens the world to deeper connections. Let’s get personal. Why did you become a teacher? What triggered your involvement in our noble profession? Think back. I’ll bet it had something to do with caring, compassion, and justice as well as a passion for an area of study. Maybe you already are teaching from a global perspective without even being aware of it. Foundational to global education is caring and compassion for people and our planet, resulting in conscious action toward a better world for all. It means going further than a charitable donation to a good cause, looking deeper and getting closer to the roots of the problems that made such charity necessary in the first place. We prefer to think of global education in terms of core concepts that define a global perspective rather than a stand alone "subject." While global education is being taught as a subject through a sprinkling of excellent and engaging Board Authority/Authorized (BAA) courses that are flourishing in some districts, such courses reach a very small number of students. Their success is grounded in the passion and commitment of individual teachers, and these colleagues have much to contribute to their peers as resource persons in the field. Such efforts are applauded, but consider this: every single teacher in this province could choose to see herself or himself as a global educator by infusing a global perspective into their own practice. A global perspective enriches teaching and mutually benefits teachers and students. It is healthy to recognize that our own worldview may not be universally shared and to develop receptivity to other perspectives. At the recent BCTF/ BCFed Social Justice/Human Rights conference, SFU Dean of Education Dr. Paul Shaker urged his audience of social justice activists to use the arts and creativity in their work. He suggested that working in social justice is actually in one’s own enlightened self-interest and made reference to concepts from depth psychology, including self-actualization. Shaker makes important points for us to consider and that, I would argue, global education, in part, addresses. Looking deeper into our own motivations and intentions as educators and opening ourselves up to the learning that our students bring to us, enables us to expand our world view and appreciate other perspectives. Teaching from a global perspective is rooted in excellent teaching practice. It is student-centered and co-operative. It fosters both critical and creative thinking. Key aims of global education include understanding the interconnections of systems, perspective consciousness, deep knowledge of the health of the planet, and the development of skills to become involved in meaningful, respectful, and sustainable ways to create positive change in the world. Workshop facilitators notice that the sense of inclusiveness that global education supports resonates with our pre-service teachers at BCTF Days on Campus. We regularly hear experienced teachers speak of leaving workshops re-energized with new ideas for remodeling lessons to make them more global. Creative leaps may be risky but are potentially very rewarding. Let’s revisualize the ESL student who we met at the start and imagine her glowing heart-felt expression. A student who understands that her teacher sees her as a whole human being with a rich background and potential can mean the world to both parties, blurring the boundaries between the teacher and the taught, expanding world views in the process. If we truly desire world peace, international solidarity, and a healthy, safe, and just world, what better place to work than in a public school teaching from a global perspective? Every drop is part of the wave: Getting started in global education From 2002 to 2008, the BCTF received project funding from the Government of Canada through four Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA) Global Classroom Initiatives. Funds have been used to develop and support our global education work throughout BC. As a result we have: developed three global education workshops for BC teachers and pre-service teachers: Global education: In and beyond the classroom, Global education for gender equality, and Global education for a sustainable future. Since 2004, over 150 of these workshops have been delivered by BCTF-trained volunteer facilitators. View a PDF file about the workshops at www.tinyurl.com/3rt96m. Contact the BCTF Training Department to book a workshop for your next conference or PD day.  a cadre of 40 workshop facilitators who continue to receive in-service through online support and attendance at symposia that enable them to build connections with university experts and NGOs working in the field, expanding their expertise by linking theory to practice.   a website for teachers to learn about global education methodologies, explore a webliography with hundreds of Internet resources in the field, and download over 50 BC teacher-created global education lesson plans. Find this resource at tinyurl.com/3zg8jw.  mentored and supported over 60 BC teachers to develop global education teaching resources. Use the navigational tool found at www.tinyurl.com/3zg8jw to search by grade, subject, and/or development theme.  worked with SFU to establish a graduate diploma program (Teaching and Learning for Global Perspectives). Find details about this diploma program in the Spring 2008 BCTF Social Justice newsletter found at www.tinyurl.com/4lxsbx. Marian Dodds is an assistant director, BCTF Professional and Social Issues Division. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13794,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > March 1998 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 10, Number 5, March 1998 Namibia by Don Reader Namibia, Africa's harsh paradise, is still in the news for B.C. teachers. The BCTF partnership with the Namibia National Teachers' Union (NANTU) continues to strengthen, through the tripartite agreements between BCTF, NANTU, and OXFAM-Canada. I have just returned from spending three and a half months working with NANTU to assist in expanding the school leadership program (staff rep training) to the regions. We conducted workshops in all 11 regions (urban and rural centres) for approximately 1 in 20 of the Namibian teachers. The thirst for more professional development was evident to those of us that facilitated the workshops and also in the written evaluations that the participants provided to NANTU. The next stage of the partnership is to further train the Namibian facilitators and to develop more union workshops. NANTU now has six workshops, and the facilitators have ideas for several more. NANTU also must develop its own professional development department so that it can fulfil the needs and requests of its members. In the four years I have been a part of this program, I have seen NANTU mature as an organization, but it still has only seven people in the head office to look after the needs of over 15,000 teachers at the national level. The regional offices of NANTU are quickly developing into important resources for Namibian teachers. B.C. teachers have played an important role in this part of the project. During the last two-and-a-half years, we have raised over $23,000 toward specific equipment projects for regional development. The money has purchased faxes, telephones, photocopiers, and computers for the regional offices. I have seen the excitement and pleasure of the teachers as they realize how the equipment will improve their ability to develop their profession. Namibian teachers still can use the support of the BCTF and OXFAM-Canada as the government is trying to bring in new staffing norms that would see the pupil-teacher ratio hit 40:1 in a couple of years. NANTU has become stronger over the last few years and is now able to respond to such ideas from a position of strength and respect. Our Namibian colleagues deserve no less than we expect for ourselves. The money the BCTF contributed through the W.R. Long International Solidarity Fund is well spent, and I am proud to have been a part of this joint program--Viva NANTU! Viva BCTF! (Phrases Namibian teachers oft repeat!) Don Reader, a retired teacher, is a BCTF staff rep training associate. Letter of appreciation I would like to show my gratitude to the BCTF leadership. This is due to the constant relationship between NANTU and BCTF since 1991. During the workshop facilitated by Susan Lambert, Don Reader, and Jean Chan, we realized beyond any doubt that BCTF is contributing to the building capacity of NANTU leadership in all structures. I therefore wish this relationship between these two trade unions to continue. BCTF's generous support is highly appreciated by the entire membership of NANTU. This was made clear by the workshop participants in Ondangwa I and II, in September and October 1997. Our technical advisor, Don Reader, leaves Namibia within a few days time, so, Don, we will remember you particularly for our NANTU/BCTF workshop in the region. Your presence gave us moral support, and we like what you did with our union. Of course next year, 1998, we have to conduct the rest of the workshops ourselves, but I know we have the courage to carry them out responsibly and educate our members at branch and school committees. Don, if time will permit it, we wish to see you back in the future, with Susan and Jean, and possibly some other BCTF colleagues. Please extend my greetings to your BCTF president, executive, and locals. Daniel Kleopas NANTU Regional Administrator $1,000 Raised for bush school in Nambia by Susan Lambert During the 1997 AGM, delegates generously participated in a raffle to raise money for a remote school in northern Namibia. The winning ticket holders were Louisa Sanchez (Prince Rupert), Marian Hartley (Burnaby), Murray Warren (Coquitlam), and Pat Ajello (Vancouver). In the fall, Don Reader who was working in Namibia on a joint BCTF/NANTU project, was able to take $1,000 to Katie Eilo for their school. Katie decided the money should be spent building a lockable storage shed, where school supplies and equipment could be kept securely, and on clothing for the children. The shed allows Katie to bring materials in to the school and leave them there rather than have to carry everything in and out on a daily basis. The entire village welcomed Don with a feast. The generosity of Canadian teachers will not soon be forgotten. Susan Lambert teaches at Lochdale Community School, Burnaby. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=14908,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2008 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 20, Number 4, January/February 2008 First Nations honour parents and children By David Doyle On November 8, 2007, the First Nations Aboriginal Education Council, North Vancouver School District, held a feast honouring First Nations parents and children at the Chief Joe Mathias Centre. The Honourable Steven L. Point, lieutenant governor of BC, and Mrs. Gwen Point were the guests of honour at this beautiful gathering and were drummed and sung into the Chief Joe Mathias Centre by a traditional First Nations honour guard and welcoming committee. The committee included the Squamish and Tsleil-Waututh chiefs, elders, and the North Vancouver School District Aboriginal Education Council. Welcoming speeches and prayer were by Chief Gibby Jacobs and Chief Leanne George. In his address, the lieutenant governor pointed out that for Aboriginal people, history traditionally was not written in books. Education was life, it was the mountains and the rivers, the animals and the birds that provided daily lessons. It was the elders who educated through stories, dance, and traditional enterprises, such as canoe building. Then came public schools, and no surprise to anyone, it was not done well. The lieutenant governor went on to talk about education today where elders are getting into the schools. He explained how they are talking, encouraging culture and language—making school familiar and real. This is much different than in the past. Today, there is a willingness to allow cultural and language activities in schools. It is an important component of the move toward self-government—education is a crucial factor in the success of all of our endeavors. Deeply impassioned, the lieutenant governor told the full hall that for the leaders of tomorrow it is not good enough to have a degree in economics or science. They must have a degree of the heart, a PhD in elder’s wisdom. The lieutenant governor emphasized that the world is not the same as in the past and that what is needed is strong leadership and policies that incorporate the values of the elders. He stressed that it is important for First Nations to bring what we know to Canada, share what we understand, thereby improving all our lives. Credits and education all mean nothing unless you turn them into something real. It is time to bring forth a vision for the future that includes First Nations people—it is time to share. After the lieutenant governor spoke, Gwen Point, a Sto:lo educator, spoke as well. She asked: How can we help children succeed? How can we get parents involved? How can we get them coming to the school? She then answered most eloquently—the children need to see themselves in the curriculum; they need to hear their songs and their language. She also pointed out that when one of our people stands up, we all stand up. Children in schools are on the front lines. We are creating the future for seven generations. Another highlight of the evening was the chiefs from the Squamish and the Tsleil-Waututh Nations presenting their guests with a brief traditional "blanket" ceremony, calling upon four witnesses to speak. This was followed by entertainment by students and greetings from other nations. Of note was the address of one of the chiefs who summed up his understanding of education and the evening, paying respect to the disciplined life of the Lieutenant Governor Steven Point and Mrs. Point. He also reminded us all to respect the accomplishments of the Nations and to remember that—knowledge is not a substitute for wisdom. David Doyle teaches at Sutherland Secondary School, North Vancouver. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/03/what-is-this-strike-about-moving-letter.html?showComment=1331320036507,Staffroom Confidential: What is this strike about? A moving letter from a Saanich teacher Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, March 6, 2012 What is this strike about? A moving letter from a Saanich teacher I would like to thank you, Mr. Abbott. My wife and I have just had an excellent discussion with our daughters about power, and about the importance of checks and balances in a society. Sophie and Rachel are 12 and 10. They were very confused about why the government was allowed to make rules such as fining teachers $475 a day or $2500 a day for going on strike. We explained that our government is elected to make decisions on our behalf, and that we trust that they will make good and considered decisions. But what if we don’t agree with their decisions, they wondered. We explained that there is time to debate these decisions before they are made, and that everybody is allowed to write letters, or protest if they disagree. We explained that the media is meant to also provide some balance, by asking difficult and challenging questions. But they are saying that if you protest their decision, they will fine you, they replied. We had no answer. Why do they hate teachers, one of them asked. I still had no answer. ---------- I could have been a lawyer. I scored in the 98th percentile of the LSAT and was accepted to Queen’s Law School, offered a scholarship to a Law School in the northeastern US. I chose instead to defer my decision, and be a tutor/coach/residence don/in-house TOC at my old high school for a couple of years. This was a private boarding school in Ontario. I loved it. I loved being able to explain concepts in math to kids, and to see the “light go on”. I loved sharing my passion for math, for soccer, for hockey, for philosophy, for poetry, and for musical theater with kids. I never considered going back to law after those two years. After completing my teacher training at UVic, I did my practicum in Saanich. I hadn’t realized until then what a sheltered teaching existence I had at the boarding school, with well-to-do kids brought up with every advantage (the type of kids to whom Mr. Abbott recently referred as “the smart kids”, I believe). In the public school system in Saanich, I learned humility. I learned how to be a better teacher, how to teach the whole child, and not just the mind. I taught classes that not only had some of Mr. Abbott’s advantaged “smart kids”, but other kids who were often equally smart and capable if not more, but who faced challenges the others didn’t: broken homes, poverty issues, learning disabilities, to name only a few. These classes were challenging because the kids’ needs were so varied. Some kids could be turned on by ideas alone; others needed to be convinced of the value of learning, to place education in context; some just needed breakfast. And yet, at the time I started teaching in Saanich, I considered myself fortunate because we had a locally arranged agreement about how many kids could be in a secondary English class. (I taught English at the time). The number was 27 – unless you had a student who had an acknowledged special need, such as dyslexia, or visual impairment, for example, that would require a significant amount of adjustment to practice or extra preparation. For each of these students, the number would drop by one. If there were 6 “special needs” students in your English 11, the maximum number of kids would be 21. Trust me, this would still be a challenging class in terms of composition, but the system worked. It was so important to teachers, my older colleagues told me, that teachers took less in salary improvements at the time in order to secure these contract provisions. Silly me for thinking that contracts were something sacrosanct in Canadian law. When I started my first continuing contract at Claremont Secondary in 2000, we had an enrolment not very different from our enrolment today. When I started at Claremont, it was not unusual for the more challenging classes, such as Essentials of Math 10 or Communications 11 to have 12-15 students, because that’s what those kids needed to be successful. When I started at Claremont, there were two librarians – one for every 550 kids. When I started at Claremont there was a staff of 85-90, with plenty of teachers in the building to comfortably take on all the extra-curriculars that make schools, as the Saanich motto goes, “great places to learn, safe places to be” Today at Claremont, a class with less than 23-24 students does not run. This legislation before you will only make that number increase, I assure you, and it is not what kids need. Today at Claremont there is 3/4 of a librarian – which translates to one for every 1475 kids. Today at Claremont there is a staff of 65-70. This group which now numbers 20 fewer than when I started 12 years ago, has been attempting to keep up all the things that make our school great – outstanding academics, including extra-curricular offerings such as the dozens of math contests I sponsor and organize every year, an incredible sports program, an enviable fine arts program, numerous volunteer organizations that enrich our school community and the community at large. So far, we have managed, but we have each had to take up the slack now for too long. We are at the breaking point, and I promise you – this legislation already threatens to push us over the edge. Surely this government is not deaf to the teachers from around the province who are saying enough… Enough: we have devoted our lives to a profession that we knew all along would not make us rich, but we did it because we believed that if it would help just one disadvantaged kid, it was worth it. Enough: we believed in it so much, that we traded even the most meager of raises, time and time again, in order to gain better classroom conditions for our students. Enough: we tried our absolute best to play within the rules, when government after government stripped away those conditions that we bought with our own salaries, even when the Supreme Court ruled that those government actions were illegal. Enough: we have tried to hold our heads high, when we are vilified in the press as lazy and greedy, when nothing – NOTHING -- could be further from the truth. Enough: we have devoted countless hours to volleyball, to musical theatre, to poetry readings, to charity work, to rugby, to yearbook clubs, to student’s councils, to tutoring before school from 7am, to tutoring after school until 6pm or longer, to tutoring kids by email on the weekends, and, AND! to our own Professional Development, whether that occurs on a Pro-D day or on our own time – Yes, Mr. Abbott, we actually do Pro-D. In short, we have devoted countless hours to the children and families of this province, and the thanks we get is one more veiled legislated slap in the face? Now, I’m not so out of touch that I don’t realize that as a teacher at the top of the scale, I’m fairly comfortable. Sure it irks me that all of you folks in the legislature have received pay raises in the last ten years far beyond what I have received over the same period – pay raises which you are allowed to vote for yourselves. Not that I would dare suggest that you don’t deserve it – I don’t envy your jobs in the least. But even despite this glaring double-standard, I would have begrudgingly accepted no raise, if it were that alone. It is not the extending of the current contract in this legislation that has me upset. I am insulted. I am insulted that you have the temerity to suggest that this legislation represents mediation in any true sense of the word. Your use of legislation to enforce mediation, but then dictate the terms of the mediation is nothing short of bullying. How ironic that there was an anti-bullying flashmob on the lawn of the legislature the day this bill was introduced. To my mind, you have brought disrepute onto yourselves and the institution you represent. I was trying to defend the institution of our provincial government to my children tonight, suggesting that it rested on a foundation of elected officials acting in a dispassionate way for the benefit of all. I couldn’t. I am shocked. I shouldn’t be, given everything that has happened in the last 10 years, but I’m shocked. I am shocked – no, enraged – that you would enact legislation that essentially attacks my freedom to associate; legislation that, quite frankly, probably runs counter to the Charter of Rights and Freedoms, even though your government’s last Bill of this sort was deemed illegal by the Supreme Court; legislation that does not “put families first” but which threatens families – no, puts a gun to their heads – and says to them: “we will bankrupt you if you have the gall to disagree with us or stand up for your rights”. Lastly, I am disappointed, and if I’m to be honest, I am defeated and demoralized. And I know I’m not alone. And that’s what you wanted, wasn’t it? You don’t want an improved public education system. I would love to challenge you, to defy you, sir, to say otherwise, to come to Claremont and convince me in person that this legislation will improve the public education system in BC, that it will improve the lives of children and their families across this province, by demoralizing and insulting teachers like me, by forcing a foregone, supposedly “mediated” conclusion down our throats. Sadly, you tell these lies every day, and so my challenge is useless. It is a sad day for me, and a sad day for BC. I love my job, I love the kids at Claremont, and I love Victoria, but today I really and truly thought it might be time to find a teaching job back in Ontario. You may say good riddance – we can find someone cheaper than you to do the same job. But I dare you to say that to my students. That is a challenge that perhaps I could make. ------------- My oldest daughter has been reading Animal Farm at school. (Maybe I shouldn’t tell you this – you will think that it is another reason to bring down the public school system…) After our discussion earlier tonight – and believe me when I say I did my utmost best to withhold the vitriol that must be obvious by now that I hold inside – after our family discussion my oldest daughter paused and, honest to God, said something like: “ Dad, the government are kind of like the pigs on the farm, aren’t they…? Once they get to make the rules, they kind of twist things so that they always go their way”. So, I want to thank you, Mr. Abbott. You made me so proud of my daughter tonight that I want to cry. Mark Skanks Claremont Secondary School Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 5:39 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 21 comments: AllyMarch 6, 2012 at 8:43 PM Extremely well put! Please tell me you have send this to Mr. Abbott??? When will the "pigs" listen?ReplyDelete Ms. HendraMarch 6, 2012 at 9:18 PM I love this letter. I have shared it with many people, and just sent it to a friend who is the Math Department Head in Chilliwack, and a Claremont grad, too. Thanks to Mark for such a well-written letter. TannisReplyDelete 30daysofautismMarch 6, 2012 at 9:37 PM This is fabulous!! Thank you!ReplyDelete AmandaMarch 6, 2012 at 10:46 PM Credit should be given to Mark Skanks as author of this letter.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeMarch 7, 2012 at 8:51 AM I did not originally include Mark's name because I hadn't asked his permission to do so. Since the cat is out of the bag anyway, I will add it now.Delete Ms. OhanaMarch 7, 2012 at 10:23 PM your challenge is not useless, they just want us to think it is... but the very fact that they have to address us and our challenges means they hear us loud and clear.... at the end of the day.. remember you still have your vote.... make it hurt the same way they've hurt usDelete Reply SDMURPHY3March 6, 2012 at 11:22 PM Thank you for putting into words how I feel about the future of education in this Province. I moved my family here from Quebec to avoid the French controversy and give my children a better chance. I am very proud to say my daughter is an excellent teacher, but she like many of you good ones is thinking of moving on. I guarantee you if they pass Bill 22 I will vote anything but Liberal in 2013. Your daugther, God bless her, is absolutely right.ReplyDelete SabrinaBaileyMarch 6, 2012 at 11:53 PM Mark, I would not be where I am today if you hadn't taken me on as a practicum student. I watched you pour your heart and soul into your students - and me. Please do not leave, the kids at Claremont need you! The government should be the ones who buckle, not us. I am teaching 2 classes of 30 for "Essentials Math 10" (AW 10) and I cannot believe how much class sizes have exploded, even in the short time between my own high school years and my teaching career. I logistically cannot give my students the help they need in the time I have, and it is ludicrous to believe such a short time ago they would literally have had twice the amount of time per person, per day (assuming a class size under 15). I had a student drop out of school last week due to lack of attendance due to giving up, which I would like to argue is largely due to being pushed through a broken system for so long. Behind that child I have a long list of kids at risk to do the same... is this the kind of future our government has in store for our kids? Every kid who is withdrawn from my school breaks my heart because I know their educational system (not their teachers) has let them down. Sabrina Bailey North Peace SecondaryReplyDelete UnknownMarch 7, 2012 at 8:23 AM Thank you so much for this eloquent letter, Mark. I've sent it to my MLA because we have the same issues in Chilliwack and the rest of the province. Jody Raabe Mount Slesse Middle School, SD33ReplyDelete EleanaMarch 7, 2012 at 7:34 PM Thank-you for your passionate words... I will be sharing them with my colleagues. Eleana P. Citadel Middle School, SD43ReplyDelete lrnalotMarch 8, 2012 at 12:05 AM In sum, the short term gains touted by proponents of Bill 22 will result in even more disenfranchised youth, deeper and longer lasting negativity toward the Liberal Government and Politics in general, and more teachers applying for disability or leaving BC outright. Thanks for speaking so eloquently to these important issues.ReplyDelete Richard AustenMarch 8, 2012 at 2:06 AM I am also a BC teacher - now teaching in Hong Kong. I have floated the idea on facebook a few times but I will say it here. The government's tactic of the fines is to essentially stop a teacher walk-out. Strikes are illegal. The way to circumvent this action by the government is to organize teachers to hand in their resignations "en masse" including all TOCs (for which I was one). I'll grant you this is somewhat dangerous high stakes game to play - but it is one that must be played if Bill 22 goes through as that bill is a union busting bill anyway. The government can't fine someone who quits their job. We'll call it the "organization" rather than the BCTF and if government wants teachers back they'll have to talk to the BCTF - err "the Organization." It takes something along this drastic action to save the teaching union in BC because I can tell you something right now - the government does not care the least bit about these letters - they don't care about marches in Victoria - The Liberals are sitting back and laughing that they just saved three days of salaries and heating bills for all the schools. Their voters (which is the majority) support crushing the Teaching union despite all the chatter we see on facebook and other social media - we may get support from those friends but those ore OUR friends who arguably ore of similar mindedness on issues like this. I suspect the vast majority of Liberal voters want the Union to die. So it's time to stop the letter and the appeals to the liberal "heart of gold" and realize that that heart is ice. It's not the time to send in the BCTF Poodle to fight the Liberal T-REX - it's time to play some serious hardball - 40,000 teachers resign - effective the day after Spring Break ends. You want the teachers back - you hire them all back under the BCTF union (ie as if there was no resignation).ReplyDelete Replies AlexMarch 9, 2012 at 11:08 AM This is called (or is similar to) 'work-to-rule' (which I believe is what's been done so far...) Yes. It is worth this.Delete Reply RommelMarch 8, 2012 at 11:36 AM Hi, I found this blog once, then lost it. Took me forever to come back and find it. I wanted to see what comments you got. Nice blog by the way.I must take this opportunity to write to you from my heart.I Really enjoyed your blog.I have never read such a wonderful article. Resignation Letter ReplyDelete alientoinquirytooMarch 8, 2012 at 9:18 PM Dear Tara Ehrcke, You have stolen the words and ideas from my mouth! I could not have put it any better and I am the first one to sign up for your letter writing campaign. I have thought for a long time that our only recourse is to resign en-masse or all take stress leaves at the same time, either way there is no way that they win! Thank you for this... Andre KozakReplyDelete Replies alientoinquirytooMarch 8, 2012 at 9:26 PM I guess I should thank Tara for posting this and Mark for the writing and Richard for the ultimate solution! Thanks...Delete Reply alyxpottsMarch 9, 2012 at 7:59 AM "You may say good riddance – we can find someone cheaper than you to do the same job. But I dare you to say that to my students. That is a challenge that perhaps I could make." I had Mr.Skanks for math last year and he's amazing. So I think if you said those things to us "the students" we'd have a lot of kind words about Mr.Skanks and his teaching abilities/wisdom. And quite the opposite of "kind words" for you putting him and all our other teachers through all this.ReplyDelete AlexMarch 9, 2012 at 11:07 AM Brilliant letter! Well put! Passing it on!ReplyDelete Mrs.BMarch 12, 2012 at 9:50 AM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Mrs.BMarch 12, 2012 at 9:51 AM THANK YOU! Well said - I will be sharing this with colleagues in Burnaby & Surrey. Avril Broekhuizen Chilliwack Secondary, SD33ReplyDelete Mrs. D. ThiesenMarch 12, 2012 at 9:59 PM I've shared this on twitter. I was a top university student as well and encouraged to go into medicine but chose teaching...I love teaching, but did I make a mistake? I'm so insulted.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ▼  March (12) Bill 22 and Class Size/Class Composition BC Liberals: You reap what you sow... From public to private: a subtle path What is this dispute about? Putting equity last, a... Walk out pamphlet - arguments for full withdrawal ... Teachers debate a response to Bill 22 Lessons from the US - when unions don't strike to ... Lessons from history - legislation and illegal str... How do teachers defeat Bill 22? Critical thinking and Bill 22 - A teacher rebuts G... What is this strike about? A moving letter from a ... Public education - Christy: it's about equality ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/BCTFNews.aspx?id=21891,BCTF News, Vol. 16, No. 4, January 2011  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development BCTF News archive 2013–14  2012–13  2011–12     2010–11  2009–10    En français  Home > Publications > Newsletters and Alerts > BCTF News > 2010-11 Archives BCTF News Teachers Working Together for Quality Public Education   Volume 16 No. 4 January 2011  Table of Contents Bargaining about to begin  FSA begins  BC College of Teachers' report  Canada close to the top in international comparisons  "All together now"  BC's poor record on the student-educator ratio (SER)  Ministry spins class-size report  Bargaining about to begin Approximately one month from now, bargaining for a new collective agreement begins. Both local and provincial tables must open no later than March 1, 2011. The BCTF is pursuing a significant change in approach that seeks to re-establish meaningful bargaining at the local level. Only four items will remain at the provincial table-salary, benefits, hours of work, and paid leave. All other items will be negotiated at local tables. As expected, the employers' representative, BCPSEA (British Columbia Public School Employers' Association) has not been receptive to the BCTF's strategy and has advised school boards not to participate in local negotiations on the grounds that they have no resources and are no match for the highly organized local union. Nevertheless, a number of locals are already pushing ahead with their boards on the recognition that improvements of many items would be of mutual benefit. A somewhat surprising and hopeful development is the invitation extended by BCPSEA to the BCTF President Susan Lambert, to attend its annual general meeting of trustees at the end of January. She will have the opportunity to address the meeting on our bargaining plan and objectives, and to talk directly to trustees and senior management about the reasons behind our desire to return to local bargaining and the benefits to both parties. It is almost two decades since locals had the opportunity to update items that have become "stale," and to revise and enhance provisions to more adequately address today's teaching environment. Over the last decade, BC teachers' salaries have continued to fall further and further behind those of other teachers in Canada as have benefits and prep time provisions along with the loss of contractual class-size and composition limits. Success in negotiations, both locally and provincially, is going to be dependent on the commitment of members to be involved in all the meetings and events that will be part of the upcoming round. Further information is contained in the Jan./Feb. edition of Teacher at bctf.ca/newsmag. FSA begins The FSA administration period begins January 17 and ends February 25. The BCTF has distributed three pamphlets to locals (also available online) that teachers are encouraged to send to parents, through students, in accordance with a protocol established between the BCTF and BCPSEA. Testing? You bet, What parents need to know (Foundation Skills Assessment) and What Parents need to know : Dear Parents withdrawal letter are designed to promote thoughtful consideration and discussion about the purpose and need for testing and assessment. The BCTF is unwavering in its opposition to the FSA and the manner in which tests are overused and misused by groups like the Fraser Institute and are urging parents to withdraw their children from the three FSA tests. Teachers have been reminded not to participate in the field testing, the writing of items, or marking of the FSA. In a last ditch effort to shore up support for the controversial testing regime, Education Minister Margaret MacDiarmid, issued an open letter to parents of Grade 4 and 7 students. In it, she made numerous points with which teachers strongly disagree. Contrary to the minister's statement, the FSA tests do not help students learn or teachers teach, nor do they give parents any valuable information about their children's progress. Instead, they take valuable time and much-needed resources away from the classroom and undermine teachers' ability to provide meaningful learning experiences for all students. For more materials on the FSA, go to bctf.ca/fsa.aspx. BC College of Teachers' report Just prior to the holiday period the table officers of the BCTF met with the Minister of Education Margaret MacDiarmid to express concern over the biased nature of a report prepared for government on the functioning of the BC College of Teachers. The report implies that the BCTF has sought to influence the outcome of disciplinary hearings and that the involvement of the union through elected councillors has prevented the college from serving the public interest. No credible evidence is presented to support these assertions and the BCTF is clear that it has never, and would never, seek to interfere in discipline cases and that as teachers and as a profession, we take very seriously the safety and well-being of students. The minister stated that she would be hearing from all the partner groups concerning the future of the college before any decision was made in respect of its future. Given the present uncertainty about the provincial government, it is unlikely that further action will be taken until a new leader is confirmed. Canada close to the top in international comparisons The latest Programme for International Student Assessment (PISA) survey, administered under the auspices of the OECD (Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development) shows Canadian students are performing close to the top in all three assessment areas. The survey is based on the results of two-hour tests sat by nearly 500,000 15-year-olds. The findings show that in mathematics, science, and reading, Canada keeps company with Shanghai-China, Finland, Hong Kong China, Singapore, New Zealand, and Japan with students scoring significantly above the OECD average. The report includes a condemnation of some countries' efforts to increase competition between schools, as in the UK. "Countries that create a more competitive environment in which many schools compete for students do not systematically produce better results." John Bangs, of London University's Institute of Education said: "The key to success-in places like Shanghai-is collaboration, not competition." The full report is found at: www.pisa.oecd.org  "All together now" The BCTF has endorsed a tax fairness campaign launched by the National Union of Public and General Employees (NUPGE). "We are campaigning at a national, provincial, and local community level to make the case for properly funded, high quality public services." For almost a decade, the BC Liberal government has attempted to govern BC without a commitment to a long-term strategy for generating adequate revenue to run the province. Instead, the Liberals have imposed new taxes without public consultation and have cut taxes whenever they thought they needed to buy support. At the summit of the Coalition to Build a Better BC held October 30, 2010, in downtown Vancouver, quality public services and tax fairness was the focus of the day-long meeting of about 60 coalition members. "We're here today to talk about what kind of services we need in this province and how we pay for it," said BC Federation of Labour president Jim Sinclair. "We must build a movement in this province that's going to tackle this issue and put it on the political agenda." For more information, and to sign on to the campaign visit: http://alltogethernow.nupge.ca/take-action  BC's poor record on the student-educator ratio (SER) The October 2010 report of The Canadian Index of Wellbeing contained clear evidence that BC is alone in recording a worsening in the student-educator ratio (16.9 in 1997 and 16.6 in 2007) and continues to have the highest (more students per educator) SER. As a result, the gap between BC and other provinces has widened over the past 15 years from a 1 to a 2 point difference. Canada's average improved from 15.9 to 14.7. Given that the education system is regulated by provincial ministries, these provincial differences in trends and absolute numbers with respect to SERs reflects provincial differences in political and social priorities and policies. It will be interesting to see whether the provincial differences in SER are parallel to other indicators of children's wellbeing. Child poverty rates in BC for example, are also the highest in the country. The full report can be found at: http://tinyurl.com/2bwsfql  Ministry spins class-size report Contrary to what the ministry tries to claim in its latest report on class size, the numbers have actually increased. The ministry reports that 3,627 classes have more than 30 students, but fails to report that this is an increase of 12.3% over last year's total of 3,229 oversized classes. The average class size both at the Kindergarten level and in secondary schools has gone up: This year the average Kindergarten class size is 18.3 students, up from 17.8 last year. This year the average size of classes in Grades 8 through 12 is 25.1, up from 24.8 last year. The number of classes with more than three students with special needs has showed a dramatic increase. There are 12,240 classes with four or more students with IEPs, which represent 18.9% of all classes in the province and an increase from 11,959 last year. "How can these numbers possibly justify that headline?" said BCTF President Susan Lambert. "It's extremely distressing to see the ministry spinning a story that is so fundamentally at odds with the difficult reality in large and complex classroom situations throughout BC." See this month's edition of Did You Know for further details.     Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141007,www.huffingtonpost.ca,http://www.huffingtonpost.ca/2014/10/07/jennifer-lawrence-vanity-fair_n_5945752.html?utm_hp_ref=tw,Jennifer Lawrence Poses For Vanity Fair Cover, Speaks Out On Nude Hacking Scandal View mobile site October 7, 2014 Huffpost Canada Style ca Edition: ca Show/Hide Brasil BR Canada CA Deutschland DE España ES France FR Italia IT 日本 (Japan) JP 한국 (Korea) KR Maghreb MG United Kingdom UK United States US Region: ALL Show/Hide All Canada Alberta British Columbia Québec (en français) Follow Newsletters Get Canada StyleNewsletters Email address Enter Email Address Huffington Post Search Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search iOS app Android app More Log in Create Account Notifications 0 $USERNAME Profile Settings Logout FRONT PAGE Politics Ford Still Doesn't Understand Racism 51 Kenney Posts Photos Of Iraqi Children To Make Case For ISIL Airstrikes 91 Clinton: Canadian Help In ISIL Fight 'Indispensable' 44 Unvetted Judge Joins Supreme Court 42 Canada Sends Advance Team To Middle East 109 Go to Politics More in Politics The Pulse Stephen Harper You Might Also Like US Politics UK Politics Business Porn Company Has A Raunchy Deal For Air Canada Pilots 3 Sun News Just Lost Its Main Source Of Content; What Now? 48 Canadian Cities Surprisingly Unpopular Destinations For Workers 0 This Is How You Rack Up U.S. Roaming Charges While In Canada 14 Look What China Might Actually Build 47 Go to Business More in Business Small Business Money You Might Also Like Tech TechCrunch Autoblog WorldPost Spanish Nurse First To Contract Ebola Outside West Africa 518 It's Been 3 Weeks Since Anyone's Seen Kim And Rumors Are Swirling 91 3 New Findings On ISIS Weapons That You Should Know About 0 Kurds Face Massacre In Syrian Border Town As Turkey Just Watches 334 American Held Hostage By ISIS: 'I Am Obviously Pretty Scared To Die' 70 Go to WorldPost More in WorldPost Foreign Affairs World Elections Arab Uprising Afghanistan War Syria Crisis You Might Also Like Travel Impact Living 100 Pumpkin Carvings That Will Inspire You 0 Fried Maple Leaves Are A Delicacy In Japan, And We're Jealous 6 WATCH: HuffPost Readers School Us On Toronto's Real Must-Eats 2 Toronto Dubbed Fourth Most Livable City In The World 0 33 Signs You Live In Liberty Village 1 Go to Living You Might Also Like Healthy Living Food Recipes Divorce Women Parentdish Green Post50 Weddings Style Best Halloween Costumes For Men And Women 0 Most Offensive Products In Retail 3 Canadian Model Coco Rocha Is Pregnant! 4 LOOK: Matthew McConaughey Wears 'Dazed And Confused' T-Shirt 1 Go to Style More in Style Beauty Fashion Celeb Style Entertaining and Etiquette Stylelist Canada Wedding Style Home Style You Might Also Like Style (U.S.) Weddings Stylelist Canada Entertainment Kris Jenner Opens Up About The Late Robert Kardashian 6 Blake Lively Is Pregnant! 30 Mariah Carey Proves She's Not Lip-Synching 42 Is This Where George Clooney And Amal Alamuddin Honeymooned? 7 Pregnant Kelly Rowland Poses Topless In Black And White Photo Shoot 2 Go to Entertainment You Might Also Like Music Celebrity TV Moviefone Arts The Glamorous History Of Pin-Up Like You've Never Seen It Before 3 1 Here Are A Bunch Of F*cking Delightful Artsy Cat Photos. You're Welcome. 3 This Is What It Really Looks Like To Be A Modern Day Nun 8 New Animation-Inspired Art Show Will Make You Yearn For Saturday Morning Cartoons 0 Go to Arts You Might Also Like Books Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Religion Alberta 20 Puppies Found Abandoned In Field 6 Anti-Abortion Postcard Targets Tory MP.. Again 26 Mystery 'GPO Girl' Turns Up In Calgary 0 Jim Prentice: Time A Critical Factor In Alberta Worker Shortage 12 Go to Alberta More in Alberta Alberta Politics Alberta Business Alison Redford Calgary Edmonton British Columbia B.C. Teen Killed By Train Was Wearing Headphones, Texting: RCMP 13 Anthem Singer's Fall Is Lesson In Showmanship 3 Pastafarian Loses B.C. Driver's Licence Over Holy Colander 0 Elderly Asian Women Attacked In Vancouver 0 Lawyers Of Convicted Surrey Six Gangsters Want Mistrial 3 Go to British Columbia More in British Columbia B.C. Politics B.C. Business Christy Clark Vancouver All Sections News Canada Politics Canada Business US Politics US Business World Media Sports Education Crime Weird News Good News Daily Finance Entertainment Entertainment Music TV Celebrity Comedy Arts Books Moviefone Life & Style Living Style Home Healthy Living Taste Weddings Travel Parents Divorce HuffPost 50 Marlo Thomas OWN Tech & Science Tech Science Green Techcrunch Engadget TUAW Joystiq Voices Impact Women Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Religion College Teen Local Quebec (French) Calgary Montreal Ottawa Toronto Vancouver Winnipeg Mapquest Patch.com Our Mobile Apps: iPhone iPad HuffPost Live iPad Android Phone Android Tablet Style Beauty Fashion Celeb Style Entertaining and Etiquette Wedding Style Home Style Hair Most Offensive Products In Retail 2014-10-06 13:27:11 Best Halloween Costumes For Men And Women 2014-10-06 14:35:19 LOOK: Matthew McConaughey Wears 'Dazed And Confused' T-Shirt 2014-10-05 21:10:35 Company Claims It's Not Racist In The Worst Way Possible 2014-10-01 11:16:09 This Don Cherry-Like Suit Doesn't Belong To Don Cherry 2014-10-06 11:17:19 Canadian Model Coco Rocha Is Pregnant! 2014-10-06 11:39:44 Bridesmaid Dresses You'll Wear Again 2014-10-06 15:37:08 Plus-Size Model Looks Gorgeous In A Swimsuit 2014-10-03 09:42:13 18 Times Benedict Cumberbatch Looked Like A King 2014-10-07 13:44:23 Fashion Trends We'll Be Wearing Next Spring 2014-10-03 15:48:04 Did Chelsea Clinton Copy Kate Middleton? 2014-10-02 11:13:24 Easy Halloween Costume Ideas 2014-10-03 15:53:21 KStew Teases Us In Sheer Mini-Dress 2014-10-07 08:42:10 Pamela Anderson's Busty Wardrobe Malfunction 2014-10-03 16:30:53 Previous Story Next Story Jennifer Lawrence Poses For Vanity Fair Cover, Speaks Out On Nude Hacking Scandal The Huffington Post Canada Posted: 10/07/2014 11:23 am EDT Updated: 5 hours ago Share Tweet Email Comment tumblr reddit Jennifer Lawrence is breaking her silence on the nude hacking scandal in a big way. "The Hunger Games: Mockingjay" actress poses topless on the cover of the Nov. 2014 issue of Vanity Fair, proving that she's still in control of her body and isn't afraid to show off her gorgeous figure, hackers be damned. Wearing nothing but a fabulous diamond necklace and a fierce expression, the 24-year-old Oscar winner looks stunning and the inside photo spread is nothing less than beautiful. It's JLaw's interview—her first since hackers posted nude photos of the actress and other celebrities on the internet—that is more revealing. In a nutshell: she's not sorry for the nude photos (as well she shouldn't be). "Every single thing that I tried to write made me cry or get angry," she tells the magazine. "I started to write an apology, but I don’t have anything to say I’m sorry for. I was in a loving, healthy, great relationship for four years. It was long distance, and either your boyfriend is going to look at porn or he’s going to look at you.” She's also disgusted by the photo leak. "Just because I’m a public figure, just because I’m an actress, does not mean that I asked for this," she tells Vanity Fair. "It does not mean that it comes with the territory. It’s my body, and it should be my choice, and the fact that it is not my choice is absolutely disgusting. I can’t believe that we even live in that kind of world." Jennifer also expresses her belief that the hacking is a sex crime. "It is not a scandal. It is a sex crime," Lawrence says. "It is a sexual violation. It’s disgusting. The law needs to be changed, and we need to change. That’s why these Web sites are responsible. Just the fact that somebody can be sexually exploited and violated, and the first thought that crosses somebody’s mind is to make a profit from it. It’s so beyond me. I just can’t imagine being that detached from humanity. I can’t imagine being that thoughtless and careless and so empty inside." See more on Vanity Fair's website. Also on HuffPost: Close  Jennifer Lawrence's Style of   LAS VEGAS, NV - SEPTEMBER 19: Actress Jennifer Lawrence attends the 2014 iHeartRadio Music Festival at the MGM Grand Garden Arena on September 19, 2014 in Las Vegas, Nevada. (Photo by Mark Davis/Getty Images for iHeartMedia) LAS VEGAS, NV - SEPTEMBER 19: Actress Jennifer Lawrence attends the 2014 iHeartRadio Music Festival at the MGM Grand Garden Arena on September 19, 2014 in Las Vegas, Nevada. (Photo by Isaac Brekken/Getty Images for iHeartMedia) PARIS, FRANCE - JULY 7: Actress Jennifer Lawrence wearing Dior day 2 of Paris Haute Couture Fashion Week Autumn/Winter 2014, on July 7, 2014 in Paris, France. (Photo by Kirstin Sinclair/Getty Images) PARIS, FRANCE - JULY 7: Actress Jennifer Lawrence wearing Dior day 2 of Paris Haute Couture Fashion Week Autumn/Winter 2014, on July 7, 2014 in Paris, France. (Photo by Kirstin Sinclair/Getty Images) Actress Jennifer Lawrence poses for photographers during a photo call for Hunger Games: Mockingjay Part 1 at the 67th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Saturday, May 17, 2014. (AP Photo/Alastair Grant) Actress Jennifer Lawrence poses for photographers during a photo call for Hunger Games: Mockingjay Part 1 at the 67th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Saturday, May 17, 2014. (AP Photo/Alastair Grant) Jennifer Lawrence seen at the Hunger Games: Mockingjay - Part 1 party at the 67th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Saturday, May 17, 2014. (Photo by Arthur Mola/Invision/AP) Jennifer Lawrence seen at the Hunger Games: Mockingjay - Part 1 party at the 67th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Saturday, May 17, 2014. (Photo by Arthur Mola/Invision/AP) NEW YORK, NY - MAY 10: Actress Jennifer Lawrence attends the 'X-Men: Days Of Future Past' world premiere at Jacob Javits Center on May 10, 2014 in New York City. (Photo by Mike Coppola/Getty Images) NEW YORK, NY - MAY 10: Actress Jennifer Lawrence attends the 'X-Men: Days Of Future Past' world premiere at Jacob Javits Center on May 10, 2014 in New York City. (Photo by Mike Coppola/Getty Images) Jennifer Lawrence arrives to the 2014 Vanity Fair Oscar Party on March 2, 2014 in West Hollywood, California. AFP PHOTO/ADRIAN SANCHEZ-GONZALEZ (Photo credit should read ADRIAN SANCHEZ-GONZALEZ/AFP/Getty Images) WEST HOLLYWOOD, CA - MARCH 02: Actress Jennifer Lawrence attends the 2014 Vanity Fair Oscar Party hosted by Graydon Carter on March 2, 2014 in West Hollywood, California. (Photo by Pascal Le Segretain/Getty Images) WEST HOLLYWOOD, CA - MARCH 02: Actress Jennifer Lawrence attends the 2014 Vanity Fair Oscar Party hosted by Graydon Carter on March 2, 2014 in West Hollywood, California. (Photo by Pascal Le Segretain/Getty Images) HOLLYWOOD, CA - MARCH 02: Actress Jennifer Lawrence attends the Oscars held at Hollywood & Highland Center on March 2, 2014 in Hollywood, California. (Photo by Michael Buckner/Getty Images) HOLLYWOOD, CA - MARCH 02: Actress Jennifer Lawrence attends the Oscars held at Hollywood & Highland Center on March 2, 2014 in Hollywood, California. (Photo by Michael Buckner/Getty Images) HOLLYWOOD, CA - MARCH 02: Actress Jennifer Lawrence attends the Oscars held at Hollywood & Highland Center on March 2, 2014 in Hollywood, California. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) LOS ANGELES, CA - JANUARY 18: Actress Jennifer Lawrence attends the 20th Annual Screen Actors Guild Awards at The Shrine Auditorium on January 18, 2014 in Los Angeles, California. (Photo by Alberto E. Rodriguez/Getty Images) LOS ANGELES, CA - JANUARY 18: Actress Jennifer Lawrence attends the 20th Annual Screen Actors Guild Awards at The Shrine Auditorium on January 18, 2014 in Los Angeles, California. (Photo by Ethan Miller/Getty Images) LOS ANGELES, CA - JANUARY 18: Actress Jennifer Lawrence attends the 20th Annual Screen Actors Guild Awards at The Shrine Auditorium on January 18, 2014 in Los Angeles, California. (Photo by Ethan Miller/Getty Images) Jennifer Lawrence, winner of the Best Supporting Actress in a Movie: Comedy or Musical, for her role in the crime caper 'American Hustle,' poses in the press room at the 71st Annual Golden Globe Awards in Beverly Hills, California, January 12, 2014. AFP PHOTO / ROBYN BECK (Photo credit should read ROBYN BECK/AFP/Getty Images) Actress Jennifer Lawrence arrives on the red carpet for the Golden Globe awards on January 12, 2014 in Beverly Hills, California. AFP PHOTO / Frederic J. BROWN (Photo credit should read FREDERIC J. BROWN/AFP/Getty Images) Actress Jennifer Lawrence arrives on the red carpet for the Golden Globe awards on January 12, 2014 in Beverly Hills, California. AFP PHOTO / Frederic J. BROWN (Photo credit should read FREDERIC J. BROWN/AFP/Getty Images) MADRID, SPAIN - NOVEMBER 13: Actress Jennifer Lawrence attends the Spanish premiere of the film 'The Hunger Games - Catching Fire' (Los Juegos Del Hambre: En Llamas) at the Callao cinema on November 13, 2013 in Madrid, Spain. (Photo by Carlos Alvarez/Getty Images) The cast of "American Hustle", from left, Amy Adams, Christian Bale, Jennifer Lawrence, Bradley Cooper and Jeremy Renner pose together during a photo call at the Crosby Street Hotel on Sunday, Dec. 8, 2013 in New York. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) NEW YORK, NY - DECEMBER 07: Jennifer Lawrence attends the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences Official Academy Members screening of 'American Hustle' at the Academy Theater at Lighthouse International on December 7, 2013 in New York City. (Photo by Craig Barritt/Getty Images for Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences) In this photo provided by CBS, host David Letterman brushes actress Jennifer Lawrence's bangs to the side on the set of the Late Show with David Letterman, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2013 in New York. (AP Photo/CBS, Jeffrey R. Staab) MANDATORY CREDIT; NO SALES; NO ARCHIVE; FOR NORTH AMERICAN USE ONLY From left, actors Elizabeth Banks, Liam Hemsworth and Jennifer Lawrence attend a special screening of "The Hunger Games: Catching Fire" at AMC Lincoln Square on Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2013, in New York. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Actress Jennifer Lawrence arrives at a special screening of 'The Hunger Games: Catching Fire' November 20, 2013 in New York. AFP PHOTO/Stan HONDA (Photo credit should read STAN HONDA/AFP/Getty Images) Actress Jennifer Lawrence arrives at a special screening of 'The Hunger Games: Catching Fire' November 20, 2013 in New York. AFP PHOTO/Stan HONDA (Photo credit should read STAN HONDA/AFP/Getty Images) LOS ANGELES, CA - NOVEMBER 18: Actress Jennifer Lawrence attends the premiere of Lionsgate's 'The Hunger Games: Cathching Fire' at Nokia Theatre L.A. Live on November 18, 2013 in Los Angeles, California. (Photo by Frazer Harrison/Getty Images) LOS ANGELES, CA - NOVEMBER 18: Actress Jennifer Lawrence attends the premiere of Lionsgate's 'The Hunger Games: Cathching Fire' at Nokia Theatre L.A. Live on November 18, 2013 in Los Angeles, California. (Photo by Frazer Harrison/Getty Images) Jennifer Lawrence arrives at the Los Angeles premiere of "The Hunger Games: Catching Fire" at Nokia Theatre LA Live on Monday, Nov. 18, 2013. (Photo by Jordan Strauss/Invision/AP) IMAGE DISTRIBUTED FOR LIONSGATE - Jennifer Lawrence seen at Lionsgate's 'The Hunger Games: Catching Fire' Los Angeles Premiere, on Monday, Nov, 18, 2013 in Los Angeles. (Photo by Eric Charbonneau/Invision for Lionsgate/AP Images) Elizabeth Banks, Liam Hemsworth, Jennifer Lawrence and Josh Hutcherson attend the LA premiere of "The Hunger Games: Catching Fire" on Monday, Nov. 18, 2013 in Los Angeles. (Photo by Matt Sayles/Invision/AP) From left, Elizabeth Banks, Liam Hemsworth, Jennifer Lawrence and Josh Hutcherson arrive at the Los Angeles premiere of "The Hunger Games: Catching Fire" at Nokia Theatre LA Live on Monday, Nov. 18, 2013. (Photo by Jordan Strauss/Invision/AP) Jennifer Lawrence arrives at the Los Angeles premiere of "The Hunger Games: Catching Fire" at Nokia Theatre LA Live on Monday, Nov. 18, 2013. (Photo by Jordan Strauss/Invision/AP) Jennifer Lawrence arrives at the Los Angeles premiere of "The Hunger Games: Catching Fire" at Nokia Theatre LA Live on Monday, Nov. 18, 2013. (Photo by Jordan Strauss/Invision/AP) PARIS, FRANCE - NOVEMBER 15: Jennifer Lawrence attends 'The Hunger Games: Catching Fire' Paris Premiere at Le Grand Rex on November 15, 2013 in Paris, France. (Photo by Pascal Le Segretain/Getty Images) PARIS, FRANCE - NOVEMBER 15: Jennifer Lawrence attends 'The Hunger Games: Catching Fire' Paris Premiere at Le Grand Rex on November 15, 2013 in Paris, France. (Photo by Pascal Le Segretain/Getty Images) Australian actor Liam Hemsworth (L) and American actress Jennifer Lawrence pose for photographers at the French premiere of their new film 'Hunger Games: Catching Fire' at the Grand Rex movie theater in Paris on November 15, 2013. AFP PHOTO / PIERRE ANDRIEU (Photo credit should read PIERRE ANDRIEU/AFP/Getty Images) American actress Jennifer Lawrence poses for photographers at the French premiere of her new film 'Hunger Games: Catching Fire' at the Grand Rex movie theater in Paris on November 15, 2013. AFP PHOTO / PIERRE ANDRIEU (Photo credit should read PIERRE ANDRIEU/AFP/Getty Images) PARIS, FRANCE - NOVEMBER 15: Jennifer Lawrence attends 'The Hunger Games: Catching Fire' Paris Premiere at Le Grand Rex on November 15, 2013 in Paris, France. (Photo by Pascal Le Segretain/Getty Images) Actress Jennifer Lawrence poses during the photo call of the movie 'The Hunger Games: Catching Fire', at the 8th edition of the Rome International Film Festival, in Rome, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2013. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini) Actors Liam Hemsworth, left, and Jennifer Lawrence pose during the photo call of the movie 'The Hunger Games: Catching Fire', at the 8th edition of the Rome International Film Festival, in Rome, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2013. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini) Actress Jennifer Lawrence poses during the photo call of the movie 'The Hunger Games: Catching Fire', at the 8th edition of the Rome International Film Festival, in Rome, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2013. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini) ROME, ITALY - NOVEMBER 14: Actress Jennifer Lawrence attends the 'The Hunger Games: Catching Fire' Premiere during The 8th Rome Film Festival at Auditorium Parco Della Musica on November 14, 2013 in Rome, Italy. (Photo by Tullio M. Puglia/Getty Images) ROME, ITALY - NOVEMBER 14: Producer Jon Kilik (L), actress Jennifer Lawrence (C), actors Liam Hemsworth (2ndR) and Josh Hutcherson (R) attend the 'The Hunger Games: Catching Fire' Premiere during The 8th Rome Film Festival at Auditorium Parco Della Musica on November 14, 2013 in Rome, Italy. (Photo by Tullio M. Puglia/Getty Images) (LtoR) - Australian actor Liam Hemsworth and , US actress Jennifer Lawrence pose as they arrive at the screening of the film 'The Hunger Games: catching fire on November 14, 2013 at the Rome International Film Festival. AFP PHOTO / TIZIANA FABI (Photo credit should read TIZIANA FABI/AFP/Getty Images) US actress Jennifer Lawrence (C) poses as she arrives at the screening of the film 'The Hunger Games: catching fire on November 14, 2013 at the Rome International Film Festival. AFP PHOTO / TIZIANA FABI (Photo credit should read TIZIANA FABI/AFP/Getty Images) ROME, ITALY - NOVEMBER 14: Actress Jennifer Lawrence attends the 'The Hunger Games: Catching Fire' Premiere during The 8th Rome Film Festival at Auditorium Parco Della Musica on November 14, 2013 in Rome, Italy. (Photo by Vittorio Zunino Celotto/Getty Images) US actress Jennifer Lawrence poses for photographers as she arrives on the red carpet for the German premier of the film 'The Hunger Games: Catching Fire' in Berlin on November 12, 2013. The dystopian universe of 'The Hunger Games' returns to cinema screens aiming to harness the star power of Oscar-winning actress Jennifer Lawrence and convey an unambiguous message of youthful rebellion. AFP PHOTO / ODD ANDERSEN (Photo credit should read ODD ANDERSEN/AFP/Getty Images) US actress Jennifer Lawrence poses for photographers as she arrives on the red carpet for the German premier of the film 'The Hunger Games: Catching Fire' in Berlin on November 12, 2013. The dystopian universe of 'The Hunger Games' returns to cinema screens aiming to harness the star power of Oscar-winning actress Jennifer Lawrence and convey an unambiguous message of youthful rebellion. AFP PHOTO / ODD ANDERSEN (Photo credit should read ODD ANDERSEN/AFP/Getty Images) Actresses Elizabeth Banks, right, and Jennifer Lawrence, both from the US, pose for photographers as they arrive at the German premiere of their movie "The Hunger Games: Catching Fire" in Berlin, Germany, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2013. (AP Photo/Michael Sohn) MADRID, SPAIN - NOVEMBER 13: (l-R) Actor Liam Hemsworth, actress Jennifer Lawrence and actor Josh Hutcherson attend the Spanish photocall of the film 'The Hunger Games - Catching Fire' (Los Juegos Del Hambre: En Llamas) at the Villamagna Hotel on November 13, 2013 in Madrid, Spain. (Photo by Carlos Alvarez/Getty Images) MADRID, SPAIN - NOVEMBER 13: Actress Jennifer Lawrence attends the Spanish photocall of the film 'The Hunger Games - Catching Fire' (Los Juegos Del Hambre: En Llamas) at the Villamagna Hotel on November 13, 2013 in Madrid, Spain. (Photo by Carlos Alvarez/Getty Images) MADRID, SPAIN - NOVEMBER 13: Actress Jennifer Lawrence attends the Spanish photocall of the film 'The Hunger Games - Catching Fire' (Los Juegos Del Hambre: En Llamas) at the Villamagna Hotel on November 13, 2013 in Madrid, Spain. (Photo by Carlos Alvarez/Getty Images) Jennifer Lawrence arrives at the 'The Hunger Games: Catching Fire' Premiere After-Party, on Monday Nov.11, in the Royal Court of Justice, London. 'Catching Fire' is the second instalment in 'The Hunger Games' trilogy. (Photo by Jon Furniss/Invision/AP) Jennifer Lawrence arrives at the 'The Hunger Games: Catching Fire' Premiere After-Party, on Monday Nov.11, in the Royal Court of Justice, London. 'Catching Fire' is the second instalment in 'The Hunger Games' trilogy. (Photo by Jon Furniss/Invision/AP) Jennifer Lawrence arrives at the 'The Hunger Games: Catching Fire' Premiere After-Party, on Monday Nov.11, in the Royal Court of Justice, London. 'Catching Fire' is the second instalment in 'The Hunger Games' trilogy. (Photo by Jon Furniss/Invision/AP) US actress Jennifer Lawrence poses for pictures on the red carpet upon arrival for the world premier of the film 'The Hunger Games: Catching Fire' in Leicester Square, central London, on November 11, 2013. The dystopian universe of 'The Hunger Games' returns to cinema screens aiming to harness the star power of Oscar-winning actress Jennifer Lawrence and convey an unambiguous message of youthful rebellion. AFP PHOTO/ANDREW COWIE (Photo credit should read ANDREW COWIE/AFP/Getty Images) US actress Jennifer Lawrence poses for pictures on the red carpet upon arrival for the world premier of the film 'The Hunger Games: Catching Fire' in Leicester Square, central London, on November 11, 2013. The dystopian universe of 'The Hunger Games' returns to cinema screens aiming to harness the star power of Oscar-winning actress Jennifer Lawrence and convey an unambiguous message of youthful rebellion. AFP PHOTO/ANDREW COWIE (Photo credit should read ANDREW COWIE/AFP/Getty Images) US actress Jennifer Lawrence poses for pictures on the red carpet upon arrival for the world premier of the film 'The Hunger Games: Catching Fire' in Leicester Square, central London, on November 11, 2013. The dystopian universe of 'The Hunger Games' returns to cinema screens aiming to harness the star power of Oscar-winning actress Jennifer Lawrence and convey an unambiguous message of youthful rebellion. AFP PHOTO/ANDREW COWIE (Photo credit should read ANDREW COWIE/AFP/Getty Images) LONDON, UNITED KINGDOM - NOVEMBER 11: Jennifer Lawrence attends the UK Premiere of 'The Hunger Games: Catching Fire' at Odeon Leicester Square on November 11, 2013 in London, England. (Photo by Zak Hussein/Getty Images) Actors Liam Hemsworth, left, Jennifer Lawrence and Josh Hutcherson pose for photographers at the World Premiere of 'The Hunger Games: Catching Fire', on Monday Nov. 11, 2013, in Leicester Square, London. 'Catching Fire' is the second installment in 'The Hunger Games' trilogy. (Photo by Jon Furniss/Invision/AP) US actress Jennifer Lawrence poses for pictures on the red carpet upon arrival for the world premier of the film 'The Hunger Games: Catching Fire' in Leicester Square, central London, on November 11, 2013. The dystopian universe of 'The Hunger Games' returns to cinema screens aiming to harness the star power of Oscar-winning actress Jennifer Lawrence and convey an unambiguous message of youthful rebellion. AFP PHOTO/ANDREW COWIE (Photo credit should read ANDREW COWIE/AFP/Getty Images) US actress Jennifer Lawrence poses for pictures on the red carpet upon arrival for the world premier of the film 'The Hunger Games: Catching Fire' in Leicester Square, central London, on November 11, 2013. The dystopian universe of 'The Hunger Games' returns to cinema screens aiming to harness the star power of Oscar-winning actress Jennifer Lawrence and convey an unambiguous message of youthful rebellion. AFP PHOTO/ANDREW COWIE (Photo credit should read ANDREW COWIE/AFP/Getty Images) LONDON, UNITED KINGDOM - NOVEMBER 11: Jennifer Lawrence attends the UK Premiere of 'The Hunger Games: Catching Fire' at Odeon Leicester Square on November 11, 2013 in London, England. (Photo by Zak Hussein/Getty Images) HOLLYWOOD, CA - FEBRUARY 24: Actress Jennifer Lawrence arrives at the Oscars at Hollywood & Highland Center on February 24, 2013 in Hollywood, California. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) HOLLYWOOD, CA - FEBRUARY 24: Actress Jennifer Lawrence arrives at the Oscars at Hollywood & Highland Center on February 24, 2013 in Hollywood, California. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) HOLLYWOOD, CA - FEBRUARY 24: (EDITORS NOTE: Image has been digitally manipulated) Actress Jennifer Lawrence poses in the press room at the 85th Annual Academy Awards at Hollywood & Highland Center on February 24, 2013 in Hollywood, California. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) HOLLYWOOD, CA - FEBRUARY 24: (L-R) Actresses Jennifer Lawrence and Anne Hathaway pose in the press room during the Oscars held at Loews Hollywood Hotel on February 24, 2013 in Hollywood, California. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) HOLLYWOOD, CA - FEBRUARY 24: (L-R) Actresses Jennifer Lawrence and Anne Hathaway pose in the press room during the Oscars held at Loews Hollywood Hotel on February 24, 2013 in Hollywood, California. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) HOLLYWOOD, CA - FEBRUARY 24: Actress Jennifer Lawrence arrives at the Oscars at Hollywood & Highland Center on February 24, 2013 in Hollywood, California. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) HOLLYWOOD, CA - FEBRUARY 24: Actress Jennifer Lawrence arrives at the Oscars at Hollywood & Highland Center on February 24, 2013 in Hollywood, California. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) Jennifer Lawrence carrying her Oscar for best actress arrives for the 2013 Vanity Fair Oscar Party on February 24, 2013 in Hollywood, California. AFP PHOTO / ADRIAN SANCHEZ-GONZALEZ (Photo credit should read ADRIAN SANCHEZ-GONZALEZ/AFP/Getty Images) LOS ANGELES, CA - APRIL 20: Actress Jennifer Lawrence (L) attends the 24th Annual GLAAD Media Awards at JW Marriott Los Angeles at L.A. LIVE on April 20, 2013 in Los Angeles, California. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images for GLAAD) LOS ANGELES, CA - APRIL 20: Actress Jennifer Lawrence attends the 24th Annual GLAAD Media Awards at JW Marriott Los Angeles at L.A. LIVE on April 20, 2013 in Los Angeles, California. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images for GLAAD) NEW YORK, NY - MAY 06: Jennifer Lawrence attends the Costume Institute Gala for the 'PUNK: Chaos to Couture' exhibition at the Metropolitan Museum of Art on May 6, 2013 in New York City. (Photo by Larry Busacca/Getty Images) CANNES, FRANCE - MAY 18: Actress Jennifer Lawrence poses at the 'The Hunger Games: Catching Fire' photocall during The 66th Annual Cannes Film Festival at Nespresso Beach on May 18, 2013 in Cannes, France. (Photo by Ian Gavan/Getty Images) CANNES, FRANCE - MAY 18: Actress Jennifer Lawrence attends 'The Hunger Games: Catching Fire' Party during The 66th Annual Cannes Film Festival at Baoli Beach on May 18, 2013 in Cannes, France. (Photo by Samir Hussein/Getty Images) US actress Jennifer Lawrence poses on May 18, 2013 as she arrives for the screening of the film 'Jimmy P. Psychotherapy of a Plains Indian' presented in Competition at the 66th edition of the Cannes Film Festival in Cannes. Cannes, one of the world's top film festivals, opened on May 15 and will climax on May 26 with awards selected by a jury headed this year by Hollywood legend Steven Spielberg. AFP PHOTO / ANNE-CHRISTINE POUJOULAT (Photo credit should read ANNE-CHRISTINE POUJOULAT/AFP/Getty Images) CANNES, FRANCE - MAY 18: Actress Jennifer Lawrence attends 'The Hunger Games: Catching Fire' Party during The 66th Annual Cannes Film Festival at Baoli Beach on May 18, 2013 in Cannes, France. (Photo by Samir Hussein/Getty Images) CANNES, FRANCE - MAY 18: Director Francis Lawrence and actors Jennifer Lawrence and Sam Claflin attend 'The Hunger Games: Catching Fire' Party during The 66th Annual Cannes Film Festival at Baoli Beach on May 18, 2013 in Cannes, France. (Photo by Samir Hussein/Getty Images) CANNES, FRANCE - MAY 18: Actress Jennifer Lawrence attends 'The Hunger Games: Catching Fire' Party during The 66th Annual Cannes Film Festival at Baoli Beach on May 18, 2013 in Cannes, France. (Photo by Samir Hussein/Getty Images) PARIS, FRANCE - JULY 01: Jennifer Lawrence attends the Christian Dior show as part of Paris Fashion Week Haute-Couture Fall/Winter 2013-2014 at Hotel Des Invalides on July 1, 2013 in Paris, France. (Photo by Pascal Le Segretain/Getty Images) US actress Jennifer Lawrence poses as she arrives to attend the Christian Dior Haute Couture Autumn/Winter 2013-2014 collection show, on July 1, 2013 in Paris. AFP PHOTO MARTIN BUREAU (Photo credit should read MARTIN BUREAU/AFP/Getty Images) IMAGE DISTRIBUTED FOR LIONSGATE - Jennifer Lawrence seen at Lionsgate Presentation at 2013 Comic-Con, on Saturday, July, 20, 2013 in San Diego, Calif. (Photo by Eric Charbonneau/Invision for Lionsgate/AP Images) HOLLYWOOD, CA - NOVEMBER 08: Actresses Jane Fonda (L) and Jennifer Lawrence attend the reception for 'An Evening With David O. Russell' special tribute during AFI FEST 2013 presented by Audi at the Egyptian Theatre on November 8, 2013 in Hollywood, California. (Photo by Imeh Akpanudosen/Getty Images for AFI) (WireImage photo) (Getty photo) (Getty photo) (WireImage photo) (FilmMagic photo) (Getty photo) (WireImage photo) (WireImage photo) (Getty photo) (Getty photo) (Getty photo) (Getty photo) (Getty photo) (WireImage photo) (WireImage photo) (Getty photo) (Getty photo) (FilmMagic photo) (WireImage photo) (Getty photo) (Getty photo) (WireImage photo) (WireImage photo) (Getty photo) (Getty photo) (Getty photo) (Getty photo) (Getty photo) (Getty photo) (Getty photo) (Getty photo) (Getty photo) (Getty photo)  Share  Tweet  ✖ Advertisement Share this ✖ close Current Slide More: Jennifer Lawrence Jennifer Lawrence Photos Jennifer Lawrence Style Jennifer Lawrence Vanity Fair Jennifer Lawrence Nude Photos Jennifer Lawrence Topless Jennifer Lawrence Hacking Scandal Jennifer Lawrence Photo Leak Jennifer Lawrence Hacked Photos Jennifer Lawrence Nude Photo Leak Jennifer Lawrence Nude Hacking Scandal Jennifer Lawrence Nude Hacking Photos The Hunger Games Video Suggest a correction Around the Web Jennifer Lawrence - Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia Jennifer Lawrence - IMDb Jennifer Lawrence Breaks Her Silence on Nude Photo Leak X-Men: Apocalypse will recognize that people like Jennifer Lawrence Jennifer Lawrence and Bradley Cooper are crazy in love in new movie Serena ... Chris Martin in Malibu after 'kissing' Jennifer Lawrence at Kings Of Leon concert Jennifer Lawrence, Britney Spears and More Celebs Who Don't Care What They ...   Click here to view Conversations Conversations Most Popular Best Halloween Costumes For Men And Women imgur Most Offensive Products In Retail Zara JLaw Goes Topless For Vanity Fair Patrick Demarchelier/Vanity Fair Easy Halloween Costume Ideas Twitter Bridesmaid Dresses You'll Wear Again Nerida McMurray Photography via Getty Images Pamela Anderson's Busty Wardrobe Malfunction Jason LaVeris via Getty Images Canadian Model Coco Rocha Is Pregnant! ASSOCIATED PRESS Jessica Chastain Poses In Lingerie Interview Fashion Trends We'll Be Wearing Next Spring ASSOCIATED PRESS Plus-Size Model Looks Gorgeous In A Swimsuit Marie Claire Australia Megan Fox Sizzles In Corset Franziska Krug via Getty Images Cool Halloween Lip Makeup Ideas Facebook Best Canadian-Made Wedding Dresses Truvelle Did Chelsea Clinton Copy Kate Middleton? Jeff Bachner INFphoto.com The Photoshop Fail To End All Photoshop Fails ebay This Don Cherry-Like Suit Doesn't Belong To Don Cherry Erie Otters/Twitter LOOK: Rosamund Pike's Style Evolution Getty Images Company Claims It's Not Racist In The Worst Way Possible Dolls Kill KStew Teases Us In Sheer Mini-Dress Dimitrios Kambouris via Getty Images FOLLOW HUFFPOST Email Email Address Options HuffPost Daily Brief Style Get top stories and blog posts emailed to me each day.. Facebook HuffPost Style Twitter HuffPost Follow Style Follow Google Plus HuffPost Style RSS The Huffington Post Style All RSS / Feeds Phone Available on the App Store Android App on Google Play Get it at Blackberry App World Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search advertise log in make HuffPost your home page RSS careers FAQ user agreement privacy policy comment policy about us about our ads contact us Copyright ©2014 TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. "The Huffington Post" is a registered trademark of TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. All rights reserved. Part of HuffPost Style Use this form to alert a HuffPost editor about a factual or typographical error in this story. Notify message * Required * * * What kind of error is this? Choose an option Factual or typographical Comment moderation problem Rights and permissions Other * What is the correction? 0 count Describe the error here (1,000 character limit) * Type the words below so we know you are not a cyborg Sign me up for The Huffington Post's Daily Brief Thank you!)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2014/05/bc-teachers-liability-lockout.html?showComment=1401252113941,Staffroom Confidential: BC Teachers: Liability & the Lockout Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, May 27, 2014 BC Teachers: Liability & the Lockout The war of words between the BCTF and the BC Government, heated up this week as the government denied that their lockout prevented teachers from organizing and participating in extra-curricular events and blamed the BCTF for warning its members of potential liability. The Victoria Times Colonist reported this morning: Education Minister Peter Fassbender said he was against any disruption of extracurricular and volunteer opportunities. “I think that’s a shame,” he said. “As I said at the beginning, I am concerned because this is now affecting students and their parents and the communities. Teachers have a choice to participate in extracurricular activities as they have previously.” While the union said teachers should wait until there is confirmation from WorkSafe B.C. that they are on solid ground with extracurricular activity during the partial lockout, Fassbender said WorkSafe B.C. coverage for teachers will not be compromised. “Any teacher that is at any activity that is sanctioned by a school district is absolutely covered by WorkSafe. There is no question of that." ( - See more at: http://www.timescolonist.com/news/local/union-tells-teachers-to-stop-volunteering-cites-liability-concerns-1.1076148#sthash.BWAx6nAh.dpuf) What are the facts we know? The first claim, that teachers are covered by WCB (WorksafeBC), is almost certainly false. WCB has been issuing orders denying WCB coverage to teachers involved in extra-curricular activities for some time now. See, for example, this WCAT (the appeal body of the WCB) decision. In it, the adjudicator determines that coverage is not provided because the activity was not "work" for the following reasons: "...the worker was injured outside normal working hours; he was not  involved in an activity that was part of his job; he was not instructed or otherwise  directed by the employer to carry out the activity; the activity was not supervised by a  representative of the employer having supervisory authority; and fitness was not a job  requirement. Those factors are more critical to an assessment of whether the soccer  game was part of the worker’s employment, and whether the injury arose out and in the  course of employment. " In the current circumstances, it is likely that most extra-curricular activities teachers have planned would take place in similar conditions. They are not activities in which the teacher is "directed" by the employer because they are voluntary. So if a teacher isn't covered by WCB, then what? In the normal course of events, the teacher would probably be covered by the School District liability insurance. All BC School Districts are "self insured" with the government insurance program, called the School Protection Program. This provides insurance similar to your home insurance - for injuries, for example. It also provides legal support when a School District, or their employees in the course of their work, are sued. The SPP has an "Administrator's Manual" on its web site. The Manual specifically advises that: This handbook should not be used as more than a general introduction to  coverage available under SPP. It is not legal advice and does not modify  actual coverage wordings. Not all activities or losses are covered.  Nevertheless, even if we ignore this caveat (as one might in the normal course of things), there is an additional concern. The Manual indicates that coverage is not provided for "illegal acts". Why is this a problem? Well, the letter from Marchbank very clearly directs teachers that they are locked out for certain specified hours. Specifically, teachers are: "directed not to attend their workplace earlier than 45 minutes before the commencement of their instructional time or later than 45 minutes after the end of their instructional time". This means that a teacher who is on School District property during these times may be trespassing. The application of the tort of trespass has been successfully used to prevent workers from picketing on employer property. Whether it can or would be used by an insurance agent in respect of a damages claim is any one's guess. Here's what I do know. WCB makes it's own decisions. It has issued no information. Neither Fassbender, nor a Superintendent, nor BCPSEA can "assure" teachers they are covered under WCB and the evidence based on previous decisions suggest they are not. No one knows the possible outcome of a damages claim involving the SPP under a partial lockout. Likely not even an SPP official could provide an answer - it would end up at the courts. The BCTF is obligated to provide advice that respects the safety and security of its members. Their advice to warn members of potential liability risks seems perfectly reasonable to me. Given that a single injury claim can be financially debilitating for an individual, I wouldn't take the risk myself. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 9:23 AM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 6 comments: Ed SMay 27, 2014 at 10:20 AM The case cited here is my WCB case which I am still appealing. The frustrating part is that my colleague was injured the following week and he was covered. His injury involved surgery, therapy and TOC time (at least $5000 total) and my injury required $355 of therapy with no missed school. So when the Minister "assures" us that we are covered do NOT believe him.ReplyDelete Tara EhrckeMay 27, 2014 at 11:24 AM Good luck with your appeal. Yes - given the huge variety of activities and circumstances it is very misleading for Fassbender to make a blanket statement.ReplyDelete Troylana MMay 27, 2014 at 9:41 PM excellent and clear to the point tara....love your writings....keep up the great work in the communication end of things!!ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeMay 28, 2014 at 6:27 PM Thank you!Delete Reply KamloopsEdTechMay 27, 2014 at 11:07 PM Should teachers on school Health & safety committees then be getting their committees to warning staff then to not participate in Extra curricular because of possible lack of coverage?ReplyDelete Tara EhrckeMay 28, 2014 at 6:27 PM Yes. And BCTF has sent this advice to locals already.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ▼  May (5) Why I'm on the picket line BC Teachers' Wage & Class size proposals: Myths & ... BC Teachers: Liability & the Lockout When is a lockout not a lockout? The ABCs of the teachers' fight ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=26865,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > April 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 6, April 2012   Misleading advertising blitz used to bolster Bill 22  By Noel Herron   Like most special education and special needs teachers I’m deeply troubled by the Ministry of Education’s recent claim, in its blanket advertising blitz on Bill 22, that it is focusing exclusively “on what matters most in education— BC’s students” with its accompanying and parallel statement of “fact” that it has hired 2,100 additional teaching assistants since 2001. As a 30-year school principal, working with many special education teachers and teaching assistants, and having served on both board and ministry advisory committees in two provinces, I have witnessed the positive evolution of collaborative teaming of special education teachers and regular classroom teachers with teaching assistants over four decades. Students with varying and challenging degrees of learning difficulties benefited greatly from this type of close collaboration. Students with special needs, using the broadest and most inclusive definition of the term, with added support and resources (helped by the four categories listed below and excluded from the current controversy by Victoria), flourished in in-class, one-to-one, and small-group settings and, on occasion, in out-of-class instructional settings. Flexibility and varied approaches greatly benefited students with diverse and varied learning styles. The successful integration of many special education students into regular classrooms was achieved over the years through skilled transitional support of teaching assistants working collaboratively with both special education and regular classroom teachers. Experienced teaching assistants were and are greatly valued in our public school system. To juxtapose the loss of 735 skilled special needs teachers with a side-by-side claim that “2,100 new teaching assistants have been hired since 2001,” while equating these two positions as stand alone and equal components, is intentionally mischievous and misleading on the part of Victoria. Both are essential and complementary parts of our special education infrastructure and this makes the ministry’s dichotomy a shameless and bogus public relations ploy in its defence of Bill 22. Also, the issue of the additional hiring of 2,100 teaching assistants (long overdue) was not fully achieved until the current school year as this was an incremental process, leaving hundreds of special education teachers and their students stranded with only partial, or no support, for most of the last decade. Up until the recent contract negotiations settlement with CUPE, inadequate pay, restricted school hours, lack of security and inadequate professional development, led to an enormous turnover of teaching assistants in schools (sometimes in mid-year), further destabilizing instructional programs for our most vulnerable students. The glowing impression that Victoria wished to leave with members of the general public can be summarized as follows: Look, we may have lost 700 special education teachers, “as the union claims” but, hey, we have added 2,100 teacher assistants to make up for this loss. This is a studied distortion that must be nailed once and for all. The attempt by the ministry to airbrush the 800 positions of teacher-librarians, school counsellors, ESL, and Aboriginal teachers, not to mention regular classrooms teachers, out of the Bill 22 equation flatly undermines its brazen claim that it is focused solely on “what matters most in education—BC students.“ Consider the following thumbnail sketches of the five positions that Victoria has attempted to unceremoniously dump from its Bill 22 ads: Teacher-librarians: loss of 277 positions; negative impact on daily access to guided research and study, a skill set made even more vital as electronic media flood students’ senses with unsubstantiated information; many school libraries were often closed; team teaching with classroom teachers and enriched reading programs and special projects for gifted students dropped; school-wide impact on literacy programs (confirmed by several research studies) greatly diminished. English as a second language: loss of 320 positions; negative impact on early and intermediate, intensive language instruction programs for immigrant and refugee students, with introductory and intermediate ESL classes disappearing almost entirely in both elementary and secondary schools. Huge negative impact on school districts with large and growing ESL populations such as Burnaby, Surrey, Richmond, and Vancouver. School counsellors: loss of 106 positions; negative impact on the ability of schools to advise and assist students (and their parents) with learning difficulties; also working with the diverse personnel who serve on school-based teams: learning assistance teachers and specialized staff such as school psychologists, speech and language pathologists, and community medical personnel; in 2002 the ratio of counsellors to students was 1 counsellor to 320 students, currently it is as high as 1 counsellor to 1,200 students. Aboriginal teachers: loss of 10 positions; the smallest cut, but perhaps given the sad state of Aboriginal education and the stated goal to ameliorate this situation, the unkindest cut of all. Aboriginal education, despite some claims to the contrary, is still on the ropes in many of our public schools. Regular classroom teachers: the combined and cumulative loss of all of the above four specialist teaching positions, plus the unavailability of classroom support from teaching assistants for most of the past decade in many classrooms, placed the issue of class size and particularly class composition in the forefront of the Bill 22 controversy. The enormous spill-over impact in 12,529 classes, with three or more students with special needs, according to recently released ministry statistics, at both the elementary and secondary levels goes to the heart of this entire controversy. When George Abbott was asked by interviewer Mark Forsythe on CBC Radio if he was aware of the impact of the loss of 800 specialized positions, as outlined in a letter to the editor of The Vancouver Sun, he claimed that he was not aware of specific numbers. So much for truth in advertising from a government that has decimated special needs. You can’t lift an estimated $3 billion (based on the superior court’s estimate of $275 each year) out of public school funding for 11 years and replace it annually with $30 million to $70 million grants, strung out over a four- or five-year period (ultimately, one-tenth of the amount originally withdrawn) without continuing to leave enormous funding gaps in our educational infrastructure. Let’s hope the provincially appointed mediator recognizes Victoria’s public presentations and statements on special needs teachers and class size and composition for what they truly are: selective and misleading narratives of support for Bill 22. This segment of the current impasse will test the mediator’s claim to independence. Many teachers doubt the latter claim, hence the fact that there is no diminution in their disillusionment and anger directed at the provincial government. In fact, if anything, it is increasing. However this plays out, it seems almost certain that Bill 22, despite the BC Liberals’ so called “court-proofing” shenanigans in the House and endless spinning in the media, is once again headed back to court.  Noel Herron is a former school principal and school trustee.   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Foster parents are ordinary people engaged in extraordinary acts of kindness. Join the team! http://t.co/6jUkcsOp6V" @Teresa_Wat - 04:31pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=23830,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 1, September 2011   Shortfalls in seven Lower Mainland school districts  By Noel Herron   Vancouver is just one of seven Lower Mainland school districts that experienced sharp and ongoing budget crunches this year. The following seven districts ranked by enrolment, including Vancouver, all faced substantial shortfalls. Surrey Shortfall: $12.3 million on estimated $555 million budget Impact: Drawing on snow removal funds to bridge funding gap this year; cutting board staff; extending spring break from one to two weeks; dropping of daytime elementary school custodians; 25% cut in elementary school counsellors; loss of estimated 43 FTE positions this year; over past decade many key programs (ESL and programs for kids with severe learning disabilities) sharply cut or completely eliminated. Vancouver Shortfall: $17.23 million on $500 million Impact: Elimination of the three junior Kindergarten programs for four-year-old inner-city kids (the only ones of their kind in BC); dropping of universal hot-lunch program in five city schools; potential school closures of 12 elementary schools; layoff of almost all board consultants, secretarial positions (board and school-based); layoff of entire school board painting department; shrinking of original six city-wide board administrative areas to two areas; increase in fees to daycare and before- and after-school groups; loss of estimated 97.3 FTE positions; all aspects of K–12 instructional programs adversely affected. Coquitlam Shortfall: $4.1 million on $258 million budget Impact: Drawing on benefit-plan contingency fund; extending spring break from one to two weeks; cutting back on school maintenance such as grass cutting and painting; loss of 15.9 FTE positions (mostly specialists positions). Burnaby Shortfall: $5.2 million on a $200 million budget Impact: Reducing supply and service spending; increasing average class size from 25.4 to 25.8 students; cutting staff (number not finalized). Richmond Shortfall: $5.9 million on an $18 million budget Impact: Cutting early morning custodial staff, learning resource teachers and educational assistants; loss of estimated 60 FTE positions, which will impact on programs at all levels; five years ago this district produced a comprehensive report on the dramatic decline in ESL support and services. New Westminster Shortfall: $630,000 on a $56 million budget Impact: Sharp cuts to programs and staff made in previous years. North Vancouver Shortfall: $6.5 million; on a $137 million budget Impact: Loss of 30 to 50 FTE positions; all aspects of instructional programs affected; impact of school closures an ongoing issue. Conclusion: Peer behind the numbers in the above list and you will see one of this country’s finest public school systems in deep distress. The cumulative impact of volatile funding over nine years is biting and biting deeply, with parents being asked to make up shortfalls in many areas. Only one Lower Mainland school district—West Vancouver—does not have a sizeable shortfall. Since 2001, over 2,000 teachers across the province, particularly in speciality areas— learning assistance, ESL, special needs/special education—have been cut. With this and other cutbacks we see an increase in class size, the loss of valuable education programs, schools that are less clean, more neighbourhood school closures, less classroom supplies and resources and the further short-changing of students through an abbreviated school year with extended spring breaks (Surrey, Vancouver, Coquitlam). Professional development programs and services in almost all districts have been sharply reduced over the past decade. The above list is preliminary for this year but the goal of providing a quality public education system for every child is rapidly diminishing.  Noel Herron is a former Vancouver principal and school trustee.   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "October is #FosterFamilyMonth. Thank you #BC for opening your homes and hearts to more than 5,900 children and youth." @John_Yap - 11:14pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=15662,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2008 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 20, Number 6, April 2008  President's message By Irene Lanzinger The school closures issue is heating up across the province and in the last few weeks I have attended several community meetings organized to save local schools. Since the Liberal government came to power in 2001, 150 schools have closed. This June, 21 more schools will close their doors and 24 more are threatened with closure. When my youngest son was in Kindergarten, I took a leave from my teaching job in Vancouver to take advantage of my last opportunity to spend time with my two children before they were in school "full-time." It was a wonderful time. I took my kids to school and picked them up. I formed lasting friendships with the other parents from the community. We had great discussions in the school yard while watching our kids play. Schools are more than places where our children learn. They are the heart of our communities. Our children meet lifelong friends at school and we meet our neighbours. They provide the location for plant sales and flea markets and Halloween celebrations. They are the key to new families (and businesses) moving in and the established ones staying. The closing of schools is not the inevitable result of declining enrolment. We have had declining enrolment in this province before and not closed schools. The current decline of 5%—6% in enrolment since 2001 is predicted to level off in 2013 and begin increasing again in 2016. Last year’s predicted decline of 7,000 turned out to be just 4,000. The predicted decline over the next year is just 1,000 students—less than 0.2%. Schools are closing because the provincial government is obsessed with a single criteria for making such decisions—efficiency. Its capital funding policy is an industrial model—not a community model. It clearly does not value neighbourhood schools enough to provide the moderate funding needed to keep them open. Yet the evidence is strong that small schools produce better educational and social results. In Finland, only 3% of schools have more than 500 students and none has more than a thousand. In Canada—Newfoundland, Quebec, and Ontario all have policies in place to protect small schools from closure. Governments, at their best, are a reflection of community; at their worst they undermine them. The good news is that the public agrees with us and shares our strong commitment to our schools. A recent Mustel Group poll we commissioned showed 67% believe that the "broader role in the neighbourhood" should take precedence over "cost effectiveness" when deciding whether or not to close a school. Just 25% said cost effectiveness should be the higher priority. In many communities, strong coalitions are forming to pressure the government to keep their schools open. We will be there—and we need to work as hard as we can with everyone who is willing to join with us in the fight for our neighbourhood schools. The education and well-being of our children and our communities depends on it. Irene Lanzinger is BCTF president. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "#FunFriday Fact: #BC has the highest small business employment in Canada. October is Small Business Month! Check out: http://t.co/20bcLmlvFP" @bcliberals - 03:55pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/AdvocacyAndAction.aspx?id=16018&libID=16034&printPage=true,BCTF > Chronology Of Education Legislation > 2004  	BCTF Action and Advocacy  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Advocacy and Action > Campaigns Chronology of education legislation and actions by the BC Liberal government Description and impact of legislation and actions 2004 April 22, 2004  (3rd Reading) Bill 19 – Education Services Collective Agreement Amendment Act, 2004 Makes retroactive changes to the teachers’ collective agreement.  (Source: B.C. Legislative Digest) Impact: The legislation ensures that there can be no contractual guarantees of class-size limits, services to students with special needs, or support from specialist teachers in B.C. schools. Section 1 took the provisions stripped from the collective agreement by arbitrator Rice in August 2002, and restored at least in part by the B.C. Supreme Court in January 2004, back out of the agreement, retroactively to July 1, 2002. Section 3 deleted from the School Act the provisions which created the stripping arbitration process in the first place, retroactively to January 28, 2002. Section 5 prevents adjudication of grievances which rely on stripped language, no matter when they were filed. It did not change the scope of bargaining permitted by the School Act for the next collective agreement. It did not endorse Arbitrator Rice’s interpretation of the permissible scope of that bargaining, nor did it overturn the Supreme Court’s decision on that issue. May 18, 2004  (3rd Reading) Bill 55 – Teaching Profession Amendment Act, 2004  Makes amendments to the B.C. College of Teachers’ governing council and the duty to report professional misconduct. Merges certification and membership in the college.  (Source: B.C. Legislative Digest) Impact: Bill 55 provided for a 20-member council comprised of 12 elected members, eight appointed by the Lieutenant Governor in Council, at least three of whom must be college members, and one nominated by the deans. Eight college zones to be established by regulation. Teachers must report on colleagues’ professional misconduct. A member who has reason to believe that another member is guilty of professional misconduct must report to College registrar. Report must be made even if belief is based on privileged information or is confidential and forbidden from disclosure by other legislation. This change makes two improvements. The professional misconduct that must be reported is limited to: conduct in relation to students. "Student" is defined to mean what it means in the School Act and the Independent School Act; "physical harm to a student," "sexual abuse of sexual exploitation of a student," and "significant emotional harm to a student." The "reason to believe that a person is guilty" still applies. This makes the duty to report more consistent in scope with duties applicable to other professionals. October 5, 2004 Minister of Education announces the maintenance and expansion of the supervision of learning program.  Impact: The Province will provide additional funding for the program, which focuses on enhancing the supervisory skills of school principals and vice-principals. The BCPVPA has received at least $400,000 to train its members in teacher supervision. Has created a climate of fear and low morale in schools. Workshop on supervision of learning being offered to administrative officers around the province. Legitimate supervision is becoming snoopervision. Rather than a climate of collegial improvement, we see an abuse of power and a selective model of progressive discipline that violates the contract language around evaluation. December 16, 2004 The Minister of Labour releases the government commissioned report on teacher collective bargaining. Impact: The report by Commissioner Don Wright recommends the further stripping of teachers’ bargaining rights. The report accepted 14 recommendations from the employer’s side and none from teachers. Recommends final offer selection as the dispute resolution mechanism. Institutionalizes government interference in teacher bargaining. Proposes reduced bargaining rights for teachers.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141006,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/,Staffroom Confidential Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, September 23, 2014 Reflections on the BC Teacher Strike Teachers are reflective practitioners. And just as we reflect on a lesson to judge what worked and what did not, we ought also to reflect on our struggle to improve the public education system. The point is not to lay blame. It is to figure out how to do it better next time. A starting point for reflection is to judge the outcome relative to our goals. From this point of view, there is much to be done. As we return to class this week, there are still no class size limits for Grades 4 - 12. There are still no rules whatsoever on the composition of a class. Our salaries will increase pretty much in accordance with the original government proposal. Elementary teachers will have ten more minutes of preparation time. This is a far cry from the proposals tabled over a year ago, and still far from the "bottom line" of the framework proposal made at the end of June. Teachers will still act as the shock absorbers for a system under stress. We ourselves will be the ones on medical leave from the ten percent of classes that are truly not adequate learning environments. We will continue to see teachers leave the profession. We will continue to fill in the gaps with our own resources - be that money or time. And at the same time our salaries will continue to fall relative to inflation. We will watch as the BCTF goes back to court over the imposition of Bills 28 and 22. While this is absolutely necessary, we will no longer have the opportunity of immediate reinstatement of our class size language. Even if the courts uphold Justice Griffin's decision and reject the government's appeal, we will be teaching in over crowded classrooms until something new is negotiated, and we know what that process is likely to look like. So what have we learned for next time? Some commentators have suggested this deal was better than a legislated end to the dispute. In the context of our court case, I'm not so sure. A legislated contract likely would have been two years, with the same wages, and with no re-opener on the court case. The possibility would be there of immediate reinstatement of our class size language with a final court decision. A two year agreement would have us bargaining again before an election, not after one. These are the reasons the government wanted this deal and didn't want to legislate. Others have said we had no other choice - public support would disappear. I'm not so sure about that either. The public was with us because we were fighting for classroom conditions. If we were clear that this deal made few improvements, I believe many in the public would have stayed the course. Regardless, we have a lot of work to do to build stronger alliances in our communities. Public support was good, but not overwhelming. Our relationships need to deepen and broaden. We can't only ask parents to help us when we need it. We have to be there on parent issues such as seismic upgrading, school closures, child poverty, day care and affordable housing. And I don't mean just taking the right position. We have to be there on the streets, like parents were for us. It should have been an option to return to work but reject the deal. Unfortunately, this option was not available to teachers. There is some irony that the timing of the vote came in part due to a motion from a BCTF AGM requiring a vote to end a job action. This motion was to prevent a "sell out" from leadership at the end of a strike by stopping job action without membership consent. But it was never meant to rush a ratification vote. Teachers should have had two separate choices - do we return to work? Do we accept this contract? Teachers had about six hours to look at the contract language. They received conflicting information about the re-opener clause (which had been settled in bargaining at least three days earlier), and about the impact of the Education Fund. The BCTF claimed 850 new teachers would be hired, but failed to mention the layoffs this spring (such as 135 in Surrey alone), or that most of those hires had already happened with the Learning Improvement Fund. This year's new money for teachers is only the amount that had been spent on CUPE staff - probably about 15-30% of the fund. Teachers need adequate time to debate and consider an agreement and they have the right to see the actual language of the contract. These are basic democratic rights that any membership should insist from their union. We need to rethink how we ratify contracts. The government strategy of starving us out was effective. If we choose to take strike action next time, we need to think a lot more carefully about how long we can stay out. Striking at the beginning of the school year was very effective at creating pressure - especially due to the impact on International programs. Striking in June was not effective, and only added extra financial pressure on teachers. We need a properly funded strike fund. And teachers need to learn a lesson from the private sector that you should have several months savings to help you weather a longer strike. If government perceives this bargaining round as a win, which I believe they do, they will use these strategies again next time - lock outs and long strikes. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 10:16 AM 1 comment: Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest Saturday, September 20, 2014 BC Teacher strike - Lessons learned On the evening of the vote results, I found myself, with great difficulty, repeating the tried and true advice: "Don't mourn, organize." Because it is correct. There is much to do. And there are always setbacks and disappointments on the way to a better world. That said, it is also worth some analysis on the strike to guide the future. Here are my thoughts. Longest teacher strike in BC history Despite the outcome, perhaps the most incredible thing about this strike was the resolve of teachers. Although long strikes are more common in the private sector, for a public sector union this was a very long strike indeed. Three days of rotating strikes, followed by two weeks in June, followed by almost three weeks in September. Five weeks in total. This is more than double the length of the 2005 strike of two weeks. The length of the strike showed the depth of the resolve amongst teachers. Teachers understood clearly the severity of the issues at hand and the need for extended pressure in the context of a government that campaigned on and implements neo-liberal reforms. Teachers should be rightly proud of taking a stand and making a personal sacrifice to do so. And union leaders should take careful note that workers in British Columbia are willing to take action to stop concession bargaining and instead fight to win improvement. I hope we are at a historic breaking point from the thirty year concessionary bargaining of the North American labour movement. The length of the strike is also important for its knock on effect. Periods of history where labour makes gains are marked by frequent strikes and by more strike days. Not every one of these strikes results in victory. But the cumulative impact changes the balance of power. Employers get nervous if they believe the risk is high. And this in turn impacts the outcome of bargaining. The outcome I do not believe this strike was a victory. On the major issue, return of class size and composition limits, we failed. The Education Fund, as I've already noted, is a shell game. The money in will in short order be offset by increased costs to School Boards and stagnating per pupil funding. The "reopener" clause for government in the event of a court victory on our class size case will nullify potential gains from that win. The grievance settlement we paid for ourselves with the strike savings, relieving government from a potential liability and bargaining lever. On wages, the government did shift slightly. In spring they removed the requirement for sick day accumulation limits to pay for wages. They also shifted the timing to put more increases front loaded. But overall, the wages remain below inflation and so this is a concessionary contract in that respect. Teachers' buying power will go down over the life of the contract. The small increases to elementary preparation time are a genuine win, and this was a much better way to bargain the funds from the grievance settlement. These increases set a new standard in contract for elementary preparation time and this time is sorely needed. This is the only real improvement in working conditions in this contract. Teacher teaching on call (TTOC) per day rates increased for most TTOCs, but at the expense of those at the high end of the salary scale. This is probably overall a positive step, as there is a historic imbalance in the remuneration of teachers at the beginning and end of their careers. But it does come at the cost of experienced TTOCs who will pay for the change. Solidarity? Many teachers reluctantly voted yes because they felt a longer strike could significantly impact parent solidarity and the sympathy of the public. This may or may not be the case. Many vocal supporters were clear to indicate that support would continue regardless of the vote and that they were behind teachers in fighting for better classroom conditions. It is also the case that every public sector strike faces a conundrum - instead of monetary pressure on the employer, a strike creates public inconvenience. The widespread, organized support of parents and the continued support in polling was one of the great victories of this strike. This, more than anything else, pressured the government. The test now will be to ensure that the teacher/parent bonds that have been forged deepen and strengthen. Ultimately this will be required to win back smaller classes. Solidarity from organized labour is a more difficult assessment. It is first important to distinguish between the actions of the leadership of unions and the actions of individual members. Many individual union members showed great commitment. They came to our picket lines, they wrote letters, they rallied. Like parents, many actively organized in support. The labour leadership, five weeks into the strike, offered interest free loans to teachers and the BCTF. A few individual unions gave direct donations (notably Ontario teachers who donated $1,000,000). But the majority of the "support" came in the form of interest free loans. To me this is one of the tragic failures in this dispute, and a warning sign for workers in BC. While loans and donations are appreciated, what we need is collective pressure. BC now has a long and sad history of the union movement failing to step in with solidarity strikes when they are most needed. Two glaring examples stand out - long strikes by small private sector unions, such as the projectionists and now the IKEA workers, and public sector strikes. The failure of the BC Federation of Labour to mobilize with us is a continuation of the trend that sees joint labour action moribund. Nowhere was this more clear than during the "net zero" mandate, where there was so much reason for a joint coordinated response to a broad attack on public sector wages. Labour can and must work to support one another if we are to muster the strength needed to stop concession bargaining and regain what we have lost.  Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 10:32 AM 6 comments: Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest Older Posts Home Subscribe to: Posts (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts All Comments Atom All Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ▼  September (9) Reflections on the BC Teacher Strike BC Teacher strike - Lessons learned Response to Sandy Garossino Will the Education Fund improve classroom conditio... Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Class composition: a human rights perspective Class size and composition - a short visual histor... Guest post - I WILL HOLD THE LINE Teachers - let your leadership know it is time to ... ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11382&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2001 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 14, Number 1, September 2001 Yours for the asking Nine words most Canadians will never hear "You have three minutes. Gather your family and leave." "A Refugee Camp in the City" is an interactive exhibit that puts you in the shoes of a refugee. The outdoor exhibit, developed by Medecins sans frontieres/Doctors without Borders, is on a cross-Canada tour and stops in Vanier Park in Vancouver from October 25-29, 2001. Visitors to the exhibit will meet doctors, nurses, and non-medical volunteers who will explain the elements of survival (shelter, water, food, sanitation, vaccinations, education about landmines) for the 39 million people displaced by conflict in the world today. During weekdays, there will be pre-scheduled 40-minute visits for middle and secondary-school students. MSF has developed a learning resource aimed at middle- and secondary-school teachers that can be used in conjunction with a field trip to the exhibit, or independently. The learning resource can be downloaded from www.msf.ca/refugeecamp. A virtual tour of a refugee camp, a learning resource on famine, and printable posters from the exhibit are also available on the Web site. All materials are available in both English and French. To book a class visit to the exhibit, contact Emily Hines at 604-732-0673. EnviroCareers The Canadian Council for Human Resources in the Environment Industry (CCHREI) has created the EnviroCareers resource package aimed at creating a greater awareness of the wide variety of environmental employment opportunities that exist. This product was designed for students in Grades 8 to 12, who are making career and educational decisions. The EnviroCareers package provides students with a detailed look at over 30 different environmental occupations incorporating an interest-mapping tool, an interactive CD-based game and real-life practitioner profiles to engage students and spark their interest in environmental careers. The package includes a Facilitator’s Guide with lesson plans and curriculum matrices specific to each, an introductory video, an interactive CD-ROM, a printed career guide, and a variety of other resources. Preview these materials at www.cchrei.ca/ec.html. Copies of EnviroCareers have been sent to every secondary school in Canada, to all employment centres, post-secondary institutions, and public libraries across the country. For more information, contact Robert Lebel at envirocareers@cchrei.ca or call toll free at 1-800-890-1924. Freedom from fear The B.C. Ministry of Education is publishing and distributing the book, Freedom from fear, the how-to guide on violence prevention, inspired by teens for teens. The book shows how students, community groups, and schools can work together to prevent violence. A copy of the book will be sent to every high school in the province as part of the secondary school resource on harassment and intimidation. This is a 60-page hands-on guide to creating a schools/ community violence prevention partnership. It was co-created for Saltspring Women Opposed to Violence and Abuse (SWOVA) by a team of youth and adults. The book lays out the steps by which teens and adults can work together to develop and facilitate workshops on violence prevention for students of all ages. It outlines how to train students to become violence prevention workshop facilitators. This book is part of the "Women and Violence: Education is Prevention" project, a partnership crime prevention project between SWOVA and SD #64 Southern Gulf Islands. For more information or to order copies of the book Freedom From Fear, the How-to Guide on Violence Prevention, Inspired by Teens for Teens, visit www.saltspring.com/swova, Ph/fax: 250-537-1336, or at 390 Upper Ganges Road, Saltspring Island, B.C., V8K 1R7. The book cost is $12, plus $3 for s&h. Climate change awareness and action kits These kits, developed by the Pembina Institute for Appropriate Development, encourages students to take personal actions that lead to environmental and social solutions. BC Hydro has provided $50,000 in funding to provide each secondary school in B.C. with one of the kits. BC Hydro is working in partnership with the B.C. Ministry of Environment, Lands and Parks, the Habitat Conservation Trust Fund (Wild BC), and the Pembina Institute to co-ordinate and deliver teacher training on the climate change kit. This project is one of the actions under B.C.’s three-year Climate Change Business Plan. Wild BC has a network of experienced facilitators throughout the province who will be delivering the teacher workshops. For more information, teachers can call Wild BC toll free at 1-800-387-9853, ext. 6. Nature’s sweet mystery-Exploring food energy The Canadian Sugar Institute Nutrition Information Service has an integrated curriculum resource for Grades 4-6. The resource addresses food chains, food production, the human digestive system, and healthy eating and physical activity. Nature’s Sweet Mystery resource kit includes: teacher background information, including curriculum links, additional resource suggestions, reproducible diagrams and student activity sheets, and evaluation and assessment suggestions. To receive one of these free, teacher-tested resource kits, contact Canadian Sugar Institute, Nutrition Information Service, 20 Bay Street, Ste. 620, Toronto, ON M5J 2R8, F: 416-368-6426, e-mail info@sugar.ca. Visit www.sugar.ca. Quantities limited to one kit per teacher. Grades 4 to 7 learning program The Canadian Partnership for Consumer Food Safety Education has a bilingual Grades 4 to 7 Learning Program. Building on the success of the Kindergarten to Grade 3 program that was launched last year, the program aims to teach children, ages 9 to 12 to FightBAC!™ against foodborne illness, by focussing on the four key messages: Clean-wash hands and surfaces often, Cook-cook to proper temperatures, Chill-refrigerate promptly, and Separate-don’t cross-contaminate. The program consists of a teacher’s guide, poster, and video that can be used to inspire school-aged children to discover the science behind food safety. To order, contact the partnership at 613-798-3042 or visit www.canfightbac.org in the classroom section and download the files. You can also obtain copies of the Kindergarten to Grade 3 Program upon request. Generations CanConnect Many schools and voluntary organizations across Canada have undertaken a challenging online educational activity called Generations CanConnect (GCC). This program is an Industry Canada initiative that promotes intergenerational communication through the use of technology. Under the supervision of an adult project leader, youth first interview older Canadians to learn about their life experiences. Youth then write stories of a minimum of 150 words and produce a web site incorporating their stories and images using provided templates. Then, their published work becomes part of the GCC Web site at http://generations-canconnect.ic.gc.ca. If you would like to integrate GCC into the curriculum of your classroom or organization, encourage youth to interview Canadians on specific themes—cultural diversity, health, beliefs, holidays, religion, acts of heroism, accomplishments, careers, special people, historic events, music, animals, inventions, technology, food, etc. As a bonus, each completed project including a home page, an introduction and a minimum of 15 profiles, and a final report, will receive incentive funding of $300. One of the last project milestones is marked by a celebration event hosted by the participating school or organization. The event is a perfect time to gather all of the individuals involved to showcase the completed Internet-based project. As part of the program, the celebration event is also a great opportunity to have an Internet awareness session for the older Canadians that were initially interviewed. This initiative will help youth contribute to the development of their communities as well as increasing their chances for future employment by getting them introduced to information technology. Over 440 schools and organizations have created Generations CanConnect projects that are posted on the Web for all to view. Generations CanConnect will help older Canadians to be models and mentors to youth while developing their own knowledge and skills using the information highway. Take advantage of the numerous benefits offered by Generations CanConnect. A digital archive of stories and photos, program information and the registration form is available at http://generations-canconnect.ic.gc.ca for everyone to enjoy. For more information, contact the Generations CanConnect team at 1-800-575-9200.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=22406,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 23, Number 5, March 2011   Wisdom of the children A unique art gallery in Peru By Janet Nicol  After working alongside colleagues on a project sponsored by the BC Teachers’ Federation in Peru last summer, I travelled to the world heritage site of Machu Picchu. Along the way, I found the Wisdom of the Children, known as Irq’i Yachay in the Quechuan language. This is the name given to a unique children’s art gallery in downtown Cusco, starting point for tourists heading to the famous mountain ruins. The gallery showcases art created by indigenous children living in isolated mountain communities. These primary-age students are taught by Laura Russell and a staff of about a dozen Peruvian teachers. A film documenting the methodology used and showing the children painting, is also part of the exhibit. “The children manifest cultural messages,” Russell, a professional art teacher and founder of the workshops, says in a telephone interview from her part-time residence in California. “They have their own way of seeing.” She says students’ paintings reflect the wide open spaces of the Andes, the symbolic condor, and their ancient mountain deity. “We discovered the cognitive abilities in children were unrecognized by educators,” Russell says. “For instance, these children have a strong sense of design, learned by observation.” The temporary exhibit I visited proves Russell’s point. Textile art designs filled the walls, painted in vibrant colors. Watching elders weave designs passed down through generations, children are able to express their observations with a paintbrush. Russell says her workshop team does not “teach” art. For example, lessons in perspective are not offered. Instead students learn how to use a paintbrush and to thicken or thin out the paint—and then, without further instruction, they start creating. The team of educators travel throughout the rugged Andes, recruiting volunteers to assist them in selected communities. While the culture of the Quechua people living around Cusco is still remarkably intact, Russell says the children are underserved by the nation’s education system. “We found there was a vacuum in the education system,” Russell says. “The school curriculum does not pertain to the children’s daily lives.” Russell was making a tourist pilgrimage along the Inca trail more than 20 years ago when she became interested in exploring the artistic potential of the local children. Her ideas turned into a project in 1991, and after building a team of trained teachers, the group set out to teach in 31 communities. The Cusco art gallery was started eight years later, with funding coming from Inter American Foundation. (Gallery website: www.aylluyupaychay.org) By using art, Russell says all forms of knowledge can be transmitted to children. “We tell students to create a circle on paper and to divide it into eight parts. Then color what you want,” she says, describing a basic math lesson on fractions. Children can choose a letter of the alphabet and draw a gigantic version of the letter, along with a frame. “Draw pictures of things that start with this letter around the frame,” Russell says, depicting a language lesson. “The point is to give the students an opportunity for self-expression. This leads to self-esteem and self-respect.” Everyone benefits, Russell believes. “This includes community volunteers, who are typically men,” she adds, “as women have less time to offer.” “It’s a participatory form of education. The students don’t just copy.” These innovative teachers are now working on integrating their methods into a regional curriculum. “It’s all about working from the ground up,” Russell says. Janet Nicol teaches at Killarney Secondary School, Vancouver.  Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7704&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 3, November/December 2004 December 6: Don’t just remember, organize! by Jane Turner A friend sent me a copy of an article by Lee Lakeman, of Vancouver Rape Relief. Lakeman wrote the article a number of years ago, but it resonates today. The article is entitled "Women, Violence, and the Montreal Massacre." December 6, 1989. Hard to believe it is 15 years ago that Marc Lepine entered l’Ecole Polytechnique and murdered 14 women: Geneviève Bergeron, Annie Burcotte, Hélène Colgan, Nathalie Croteau, Barbara Daigneault, Anne-Marie Edward, Maud Haviernick, Barbara Maria Klueznik, Maryse Laganière, Maryse Leclerc, Anne-Marie Lemay, Sonia Pelletier, Michèle Richard, and Annie St.-Arneault, It was not, as so many wrote, an "incomprehensible act of violence." For women all over the world, it was indeed comprehensible. The murderer hated women, feminists in particular, and he acted on that hatred. Just like the person who killed so many women whose DNA has been found on a farm in Port Coquitlam. Just like Jack the Ripper. There are too many other ‘just likes’ for us to believe it was a random act of violence. Lakeman’s article provides the analysis that violence against women in our society is systemic and as such must be opposed through the organization of women—in women’s groups, rape crisis centres and shelters, and other feminist political groupings. What does this have to do with us, teachers and students in the schools of British Columbia? For almost 25 years, the BCTF had a Status of Women Program. The aim of the program was to achieve equality for men and women. As a member of the S/W committee and a local contact, I was part of a network of women throughout the province who worked for almost three decades to eliminate sex discrimination from our work and personal lives. We failed. Sex discrimination still exists. There is much work that remains for us to do in our communities and through our BCTF Social Justice programs. Women are still murdered for being women. Women are still abused, battered, and raped because they are women. Recently The Vancouver Sun ran an article about women still getting fired for being pregnant. As well, it ran a story about girls and women being taught to accept their lot in life as good wives and mothers, then to be trafficked as ‘wives’ for fundamentalist Mormons. Women are still being targeted in the workplace for layoffs and reduced pay; just ask the members of HEU, predominantly women. Governments are still cutting back programs that protect and support women and children. Then there are the women of popular culture. If I hear one more young person tell me it doesn’t mean anything when rap songs or hip hop videos refer to women as bitches and whores (oops sorry, that’s hos) I may completely lose it. As Sue Montebello, an administrator from Burnaby, said at last year’s professional-day conference, "Words enter your soul." The images and words of popular culture have entered our souls, collectively and individually, and our souls are suffering. On December 6, please remember the women who were killed in Montreal, but do more than remember. Use the anniversary of the death of those 14 women to spur on work that helps us eliminate the same roots of misogyny that caused the Montreal massacre. In your local association, in your classroom, December 6 should be a day of action; a day to begin or continue organizing to eliminate sex discrimination. Jane Turner is an assistant director in the BCTF’s Professional and Social Issues Division. NFB Film A new film called After the Montreal Massacre is available for $49.95. For audiences 15 years and older, order from www.nfb.ca.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8074,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 7, May/June 2005 Looking back 70 years agoOne of the many unfortunate effects of the depression in British Columbia has been the virtual compulsory segregation of unemployed men in relief camps in various parts of the province. Winter is a trying time for these men, due to weather conditions, which do not allow them to engage in the usual routine of outdoor work and sport. Last week, in an effort to alleviate conditions in the camps, correspondence courses in technical subjects were inaugurated by the Vancouver Technical School. – The BC Teacher, May 1935 50 years ago The worst enemies of the schools are the other media of education, the press, cheap literature, radio, television, and the movies. For these too often feed the imagination without demanding intellectual effort or contributing to the improvement of the person. They offer an environment that is too often cheap and vulgar, ringing the changes on sex and violence. If my thesis is correct that personalities are developed from the material selected from the environment, then these media of entertainment play a vital role in shaping the lives of our people. It is unfortunate that the selection of the material offered is so often determined by the profit motive, that many owners of these media and the advertising agencies lack a greater sense of social responsibility. – The B.C. Teacher, May/June 1955 30 years ago The most dominant characteristic of teachers is their gutlessness. If that provokes you, well and good. Angry people are sometimes not as gutless as they would otherwise be. In a profession that offers a very high degree of security there is little excuse for timidity, but teachers are frightened to a ridiculous extreme. In many schools administrators persist in practices that many of the staff see as educationally unhealthy, but nothing is done to change the situation. Until enough teachers are prepared to be unpopular with students, with their colleagues, with parents, and with the administrative hierarchy, the public school system will move farther and farther into confusion and difficulties. – The B.C. Teacher, May/June 1975 10 years ago Last spring, with the stroke of a pen, Mike Harcourt and friends forced us to abandon familiar routes and move into new territory with only the sketchiest of maps. Representatives from BCPSEA (B.C. Public Sector Employers’ Association) reinforced that sense of newness when they invited us to participate in a different approach to bargaining. Unfortunately, BCPSEA’s actions fall short of their rhetoric. – Teacher, May/June 1995 Chris Bocking, Keating Elementary School, Saanich Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=32076,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > March 2014 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 26, Number 5, March 2014     Dear teachers, thank you for your courage and persistance.  When Bills 27 and 28 were passed, we predicted the result would be dramatically larger class sizes, much less support for students with special needs and fewer teacher librarians, counsellors and other specialists. Unfortunately, our predictions were precisely what happened. What we didn't foresee was the closure of so many schools around the province. And now, for the second time, the court has found that what the government did was illegal. – David Chudnovsky, BCTF President, 1999–02   Congratulations to all BCTF Executive Committees who believed in our rights and continued the fight through the courts. Because of this judgment there is hope that the classrooms my grandchildren will attend will enjoy reasonable class size and composition and enough supporting teachers to ensure that all their educational needs are met. – Neil Worboys, BCTF President, 2002–04  This victory is a true vindication, and I want to congratulate the BCTF and its members for their tireless advocacy. This government’s action has denied hundreds and thousands of students decent learning conditions. How does this government compensate to our kids? The government should immediately reinstate in full the provisions struck from duly negotiated agreements. Kids matter and we need a government that cares. – Jinny Sims, BCTF President, 2004–07  In my years as a full-time officer of the BCTF, I spoke to thousands of teachers in every corner of the province. The greatest stress for teachers was the feeling that they could not meet the needs of their most vulnerable students. Every year it got worse as there were fewer and fewer resources. It was and is a constant, never-ending struggle, yet a struggle worthwhile to build the kind of society we want for ourselves and our students. Now teachers can celebrate the BCTF’s wonderful legal victory. We are all so fortunate to belong to a union courageous enough to take on the government. – Irene Lanzinger, BCTF President, 2007–10  On January 27, we received a second judgment by Madame Justice Griffin. The decision is a clear indictment of government’s duplicity and disregard for the institutions of democracy—the Charter and the justice system. The decision reaffirms what we know to be true—in a democracy, governments are not above the law. It is a powerful document with well articulated reasons and authorities. The day of reckoning has come. Government must choose. Will they once again defy, stall, and obfuscate? Or will they act truly in the best interest of the public education system in BC and restore the language and fund the return of teaching positions lost over the last 12 years? – Susan Lambert, BCTF President, 2010–13  British Columbians know that tearing up collective agreements is wrong. Now, the courts have confirmed this, not once, but twice. The only question left is whether the Liberals will obey the law, stop wasting people’s money, and return working and learning conditions. The labour movement and working people owe the BCTF a huge thanks for standing up and not giving up the fight for collective bargaining and public education. – Jim Sinclair, President, BC Federation of Labour  On behalf of Hospital Employees’ Union (HEU) members and their families, I want to thank BCTF for their perseverance and patience in continuing this long battle. It is a great decision not only for BCTF members, but for students, their families and for all working people in BC. This decision reaffirms the right to collectively bargain and the vital role that the BCTF and teachers play in advocating for and improving the learning conditions for our students. Let’s hope that the government accepts Justice Griffin’s decision and finally acknowledges there are limits to political power in a democratic society. – Bonnie Pearson, HEU Secretary-Business Manager   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Touring a natural gas drilling rig with @MLA Mike Bernier, and Brian from EnCana http://t.co/AifdJ4H07b" @Teresa_Wat - 06:01pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=19980&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 2, October 2009  BCTF Cuba project: Collaboration in Guantánamo By Mick Loosemore The name Guantánamo has become synonymous with injustice through the infamous US naval base toward the eastern end of Cuba. It’s unfortunate that this association leaves most of us with that single impression. The real Guantánamo is a vibrant city of some 400,000 friendly souls, apparently oblivious to the contraventions of human rights going on just 30 km away; in fact, the only reference you’re likely to hear is la base ilegal, which leaves little to the imagination about the thinking of Guantanemeros toward their unwelcome neighbours. I had the opportunity to spend some time there last March, along with three colleagues as part of the BCTF Cuba Project, a 10-year-old BCTF program, in which a team of BC teachers spends two weeks in Cuba as volunteers, delivering workshops in language teaching methodology and language enhancement for Cuban teachers of English. But for all participants, it is as much an interchange of ideas as it is a delivery of pedagogical methods. We learn as much from our Cuban colleagues as they do from us; we are all involved in the same venture: not only to improve ourselves as language teachers, but also to understand the similarities, differences, and challenges that exist within our respective societies. Program locations change each year, depending on the wishes of both the union and the Ministry of Education. This year the program was located in El Oriente—Manzanillo, Santiago de Cuba, and Guantánamo—three cities with distinct characters, but with similar vibrancy and warmth. After making preparatory arrangements with the English Department at Santiago’s pedagogico (teacher’s college), I traveled in the ubiquitous union-owned Soviet-era Lada, which might or might not always make it, to Guantánamo, fully expecting to arrive in a city emblazoned with anti-yanqui billboards, but instead finding a city seemingly unaware of the mystique that might be expected from such a globally infamous name: Guantánamo. The driver introduced me to the gregarious Dr. Guillermo Acosta, director of international relations, at the pedagogico, whose enthusiasm immediately destroyed my expectations of a routine organization of the program. My colleagues back in Canada, who were likely running on empty completing their winter sessions, had prepared materials for three, two-and-a-half-day workshops. Guillermo (given names only, please!) had other ideas. He presented me—initially to my dismay—with a finely detailed hour-by-hour, dawn-to-well-after-dusk schedule of 10 days of both academic and cultural activities. Well, that was my job: to delicately negotiate any misunderstandings or mistaken expectations: communication with Cuba is not always easy, due to frequent Internet interruptions and the outrageous cost of phone calls—$2.50 per minute! Amongst Guillermo’s many qualities was his flexibility: how can we modify the schedule to meet the expectations of all colleagues, Cuban and Canadian? No worries. Despite their meagre $30-a-month salaries for a six-day work week, Cuban teachers are enthusiastic about their jobs, and the presence of native English speakers was, without exaggeration, a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity for many. Guantánamo is not on the itinerary of many travelers, and la base ilegal isn’t the spot for a Sunday picnic. And so it came to be that my colleagues (and eventually I) spent a busy, inspiring, energetic two weeks there, exchanging ideas by day, absorbing culture in the evening, and sharing basic accommodation in a drab, elevator-less concrete highrise. The neighbours took very little notice of these strangers pedalling away in the morning after loading their teaching materials into yet another chugging white Lada, which returned at night, the indefatigable Felix still at the wheel, to whisk them off to Guillermo’s pre-arranged event. Maybe traditional dancing, maybe drama, maybe storytelling, maybe a hot night at the disco, but always entertaining, always a cultural immersion and sharing. Travelling is an opportunity for personal growth, and when interaction with locals is a built-in component, the opportunities for learning multiply. As the team leader for this year’s Cuba Project, I consider myself extremely fortunate to have been able to expand my horizons beyond what I had experienced as a teacher-participant in two previous programs. The Cuba Project is open to active BCTF members. More information about the Cuba Project can be found on the BCTF website bctf.ca, including an application for participation on future Cuba Project teams. Mick Loosemore is an adult educator, Surrey.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=20388&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 4, January/February 2010  Class-size reduction or increased incidents? By Paul Boscariol The BC Technology Education Association recently held their district reps meeting prior to the October conference in Maple Ridge. At this meeting was a presentation from a representative of the Employers’ Advisors Office on Due Diligence. It coincided well with the next topic, which examined the issue of over-sized classes in technology education shops. While this presentation reinforced many of our beliefs relating to class size and shop safety, it also opened our eyes with regard to due diligence and levels of responsibility of instructors in technology education shops. While most educators agree that large class sizes have negative implications on the quality of education being provided as a result of less teacher-to-student time, the situation is more dire in a technology education shop. Our shops are typically a bee hive of activity with students engaged in a variety of processes that may involve the use of stationary power equipment, power hand tools, use of hazardous chemicals, and exposure to gases from welding, and other hot metal processes. Throughout this activity, students also constantly move about from one station to another, transporting materials and projects, and depending on the size and configuration of the shop, this in itself may prove to be a challenge. Prior to Bill 33, governing class size/composition, shop classes were typically capped at 24 students. Today we are seeing many instances of shops crammed with 30 students and more than 3 identified students and accompanying educational assistants, resulting in a total population of up to 34 people. That is 10 more than the 24 work stations shops have been designed for. These images illustrate the issue of class size as it relates to shop space and students ability to work effectively. Imagine running a computer class that has 24 computers, but with 30+ individuals trying to get their work completed. This does not even begin to address another reality in many technology education classes; having multigrade courses running simultaneously (e.g., Woodwork 9, 10, 11 & 12). Technology education teachers are facing increased stress levels and a growing number of near misses and serious incidents. The following is an example of a near miss one teacher recently experienced in his shop. “As he arced the blade out of the side of the wood, something about his expression and hand speed caught my attention. His trailing hand was accelerating toward the saw blade. Instinctively, I reached out and pinned his hand to the machine table. The gap between his palm and the moving saw blade had closed to only a couple of millimeters. He was totally unaware. After moving his hand away, I turned off the machine and asked him if he realized what almost happened. He looked at me and the colour drained from his face. “While I believe that I had the situation totally under control (it took hours for my adrenalin to ease), there is no doubt in my mind that if I had not been able to do so, that he would have at least partially, if not fully amputated his thumb at its base. “After an experience like this, you always replay the scenario looking for ways to mitigate future events. The more I thought, the more I realized that everything worked the way it should have. The only variable that I could not control was a teenage mind, he simply lost his concentration. “This happened in a motivated senior class (middle school) with 16 students present. I am convinced that if the same circumstances occurred during a larger class that it is highly unlikely that I would have been close enough to prevent the injury. In fact, I would probably not have even been aware of it until I heard his scream. “All of my professional experience tells me that when student numbers exceed 24 in an industrial ed class, that the likelihood of injury will go from possible to probable.” Near misses like this one, though not always documented, are growing in number. The occurrence of serious incidents where fingers are lost, hands lacerated, or other injuries can be attributed to having too many students to adequately supervise. These injuries, while a risk, do not have to become a reality. A simplistic solution offered by some administrators is to shut down these programs because of the risk factor and the cost of running the programs. The reality is that technology education programs make a significant contribution to the strong graduation rates in BC. If not for these programs, many students would not have reason to attend regularly or to stay in school at all. Many of our students will become those you call to repair your furnace, do the wiring in your addition, or keep your car running. The outcome of the district reps’ meeting was to establish a task force to examine this serious issue and develop what is being termed as a Best Practices Code for Technology Education. The code would set a maximum class size of up to 24 students, (that facilities provide adequate space and are equipped to meet the instructional needs and safety of all students enrolled in the program). It would also have technology education specialists teaching these programs; and finally, ensuring that educational assistants who are assigned to work with students in shop programs have relevant training to work in a shop environment. The goal is to have the best practices code established by the end of January 2010 and submit it to the Executive Committee for review and adaptation. The BCTEA feels this is necessary for the protection of our instructors and students and if the integrity of our programs is to be preserved. Paul Boscariol is president of the BC Technology Education Association.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12828,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2000 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 12, Number 4, Jan./Feb. 2000 Health and Safety by Lynne Sinclair Psychological Trauma A teacher who was represented by the BCTF has recently had her Workers’ Compensation Board claim upheld at the Appeal Division. The teacher filed a claim for wages and benefits after missing work due to psychological trauma caused by threats of violence directed at colleagues on the staff. The school board fought the claim every step of the way. The significance of the decision is: Threats made to others can cause psychological trauma to those not directly threatened. Failure to report immediately or to miss work immediately does not mean a claim will not be upheld, given the time delay of the effects of psychological trauma. The failure of other staff to suffer the same level of psychological trauma as a claimant does not negate the health impact upon her. The teacher will be reimbursed lost wages and benefits, and the BCTF will be reimbursed for the costs of medical reports that were obtained in support of her claim, and the SIP plan will be reimbursed its payments made to the teacher. WCB Claims Many teacher WCB claims are lost because of the way in which forms are filled out. Here is a brief list of the most common reasons claims are denied. Delay in reporting—teachers who are injured must report immediately to their supervisor (the administrative officer). Failure to seek first aid or doctor’s care—often, teachers "go it alone" and do not seek medical care. This will mean the claim is denied because claims are adjudicated on a medical basis. It is critical to have a medical practitioner’s support and evidence that an injury occurred. Imprecise answers on the WCB form—WCB claims adjudicators need clear and detailed descriptions of what activities of work caused the injury and details of the injury itself. Irrelevant information—claimants often provide far too much information and lose their claims as a result. Providing too much information often invites the WCB to deny the claim as not work-related but due to personal activities. Failure to report directly to WCB—although the employer must report all reported injuries to WCB within three days of receipt of the report, this often does not occur. Teachers must also report directly to WCB. Failure to seek union advice—teachers should always seek the advice of their local president prior to filling out forms or speaking with the WCB claims adjudicator. Telephone conversations should be discouraged and a claimant should seek a meeting with the adjudicator with a union rep present. When filing WCB claims Identify the work related factors that justify a WCB claim (i.e., work activities, physical plant defects, behaviours, health and safety practice/procedural errors or omissions. Don’t be vague. Document all pertinent evidence, i.e., symptoms, times, places, people, events, witnesses. Seek medical attention immediately and make sure you provide a definite work related injury description to your doctor. Don’t alienate your doctor or remain in the care of a doctor who is not supportive. Submit a brief but detailed written report of injury to your employer, only after you have all your facts written down and reviewed by a Union Rep who is knowledgeable in WCB matters. Ensure that you indicate all areas of injury or symptoms. Personally notify the WCB of your injury and request a worker’s application form to be sent to you, if none are available at work or at the local office. Fill out the WCB workers’ report of injury form with great care and have it reviewed by a Union Rep before submitting. Don’t engage in any extensive telephone interview until you have received input and advice. Maintain frequent and regular visits to your doctor (once every two weeks) and make sure your doctor documents your difficulties in your medical chart for later reference (appeal purposes). Ask your doctor for a copy of the WCB reports that are forwarded to the WCB and maintain them in a WCB file. Request in writing a work site visit as part of the claim investigation process. Don’t argue; explain your position using facts/evidence from the workplace. Don’t assume WCB personnel are necessarily trying to help you; replace trust with healthy skepticism. Immediately notify your union rep of any negative WCB decision regardless of whether it was communicated verbally or in writing. Request explanations or the source of WCB policy for the decision-making process but do not write back to the adjudicator in response to a negative decision. Teachers should be aware that WCB does not approve some claims that are related to work outside of instructional time. The BCTF is working with WCB to broaden coverage to reflect that while voluntary, teacher involvement in extracurricular and co-curricular activities is work-related. Some claims that have been denied are teacher retreats, the Milk Run, and hiking in order to assess the health and safety of the mountain for a student hike. It is very important that your administrative officer put the term "work-related" on the WCB form and that teachers explain the work nature of the claim. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "October is #FosterFamilyMonth. Thank you #BC for opening your homes and hearts to more than 5,900 children and youth." @John_Yap - 11:14pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=17604&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 5, March 2009  Teachers’ Pension Plan YOUR basic pension IS secure In September 2008, the Ontario Teachers’ Pension Plan announced changes to the cost-of-living adjustments to pensions in pay beginning January 1, 2010, and in late January 2009, the BC College Pension Plan announced changes to the cost-of-living adjustments to pensions in pay beginning January 1, 2011. You can read about these changes at the respective websites: tpp.pensionsbc.ca, cpp.pensionsbc.ca. What decisions and actions are being made with respect to our BC Teachers’ Pension Plan? First, keep in mind that the Ontario Teachers’ Pension Plan, the BC College Pension Plan, and the BC Teachers’ Pension are all separate and individual plans. The Teachers’ Pension Board of Trustees issued a Communiqué on January 26, 2009, to reassure members that no changes to the current post-retirement benefits are being made at this time and to also remind members that the board is facing similar funding challenges in terms of the retiree cost-of-living adjustments and the group-health benefits. Basic pension payments (including cost-of-living adjustments already granted) are secure and are not affected by funding challenges. The board monitors the financial health of the account from which the basic pension is paid and can increase contribution rates if more money is needed in that account as determined by an actuarial valuation. That is how the board can guarantee basic pension payments. The board cannot make the same promise for future cost-of-living adjustments and subsidized group-health-benefit premiums because the funding arrangements are different. Cost-of-living adjustments are paid from the Inflation Adjustment Account (IAA), while retiree group-health benefits are paid from a portion of the employer contributions to that same account. The board does not have the authority to increase contributions to the IAA to pay for cost of living adjustments to pensions in pay and group benefits. Only the plan partners—the BCTF and the BC government—could negotiate an increase to member and employer contributions to the IAA. The board is concerned that the current IAA funding arrangement will make it impossible for the plan to provide future cost-of-living adjustments to pensions in pay and group-health benefits at the current level. The funds in the IAA are shrinking because the ratio of active members to retirees is declining, retirees are living longer, healthcare costs are rising, and investment earnings in the account have been reduced by the recent market downturn. This is a complex issue and the board is considering its options, including regular consultations with the plan partners. The most recent meeting with the plan partners was January 26, 2009. To stay tuned with updates on this issue, go to the What’s New? section on the home page of the plan’s website: tpp.pensionsbc.ca. Members can also write to the plan if they have questions or comments, or telephone the plan’s information line, 1-877-356-8771. Pension seminars Thinking about retirement  If you are within five years of retirement, this free seminar, jointly presented by BCTF staff and BC Pension Corporation staff, is for you. Your Pension/Your Future Your pension benefits will be explained to you in plain language to help you understand how choices/ decisions you make today can impact your pension income in the future. Upcoming dates  Williams Lake—March 5 Prince George—March 7 Squamish—March 26 North Vancouver—March 28 Nelson—April 2 Cranbrook—April 4 Kelowna—April 18 Terrace—April 25 Prince George—April 30 Surrey—May 2 Abbotsford—May 9 Preregistration is required: online at tpp.pensionsbc.ca; e-mail tppseminars@pensionsbc.ca; phone: 250-356-2466; toll-free 1-877-558-5574. There’s more to it than the money The BC Retired Teachers’ Association has developed a workshop for those of you about to retire. The workshop is designed to compliment the Teachers’ Pension Plan/BCTF Pension Seminar, but with limited class size to facilitate sharing and learning. It’s a workshop—not a seminar. Attend a pension seminar and you will realize that “there’s more to it than money” and who better to share experiences with you than retired teachers? Retirement living brings with it life-altering situations and a wide variety of choices, some financial, some legal, and all connected with life-style. If a pension seminar is coming to your area, ask the BCTF local president to contact the BCRTA to book this highly acclaimed follow-up workshop. BCRTA contact information: Website: www.bcrta.ca. Telephone 604-871-2265; toll-free 1-877-683-2243.)
(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/unitedstrong?lang=fi,Jody Polukoshko (@unitedstrong) | Twitter Twitter Hakulauseke Etsi Twitteristä Tallennetut haut Poista Varmennettu tili @ Ehdotetut käyttäjät Varmennettu tili @ Varmennettu tili @ Kieli: suomi Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Onko sinulla tili? Kirjaudu sisään Uusi Twitterissä? Liity tänään » Kirjaudu sisään Puhelin, sähköposti tai käyttäjätunnus Salasana Kirjaudu sisään Muista minut Unohditko salasanasi? Käytätkö jo Twitteriä tekstiviesteillä? Jody Polukoshko @unitedstrong Twiitit 1 372 Kuvat/videot 105 Seuratut 700 Seuraajat 559 Suosikit 24   Lisää Suosikit Listat Poista hiljennys käyttäjältä @unitedstrong Hiljennä @unitedstrong Seuraa Seurataan Älä seuraa Estetty Poista esto Odottaa Peruuta Jody Polukoshko @unitedstrong Vancouver Public School Teacher, activist, bargainer, voter, agent of change. Liittynyt lokakuu 2011 105 kuvaa tai videota Twiitit Twiitit Twiitit ja vastaukset Jody Polukoshko uudelleentwiittasi Tami McDiarmid @McdiarmidTami  ·  5. lokakuuta @CherieeWeichel @unitedstrong @britishkarimbia Just one more example of why every school needs a full time librarian! Näytä keskustelu Vastaa 0 vastausta Uudelleentwiittaa Uudelleentwiitattu 3 uudelleentwiittausta 3 Suosikki Lisätty suosikkeihin 1 suosikki 1 Lisää Upota twiitti Jody Polukoshko uudelleentwiittasi Ohio BATs @OhioBATs  ·  29. syyskuuta . @StandStrongREA This is why you fight and why we have your backs! Thank you!! #solidarity @BadassTeachersA . @OhioEA pic.twitter.com/XbPoworY3R Näytä lisää kuvia ja videoita Vastaa 0 vastausta Uudelleentwiittaa Uudelleentwiitattu 13 uudelleentwiittausta 13 Suosikki Lisätty suosikkeihin 6 suosikkia 6 Lisää Upota twiitti Jody Polukoshko @unitedstrong  ·  29. syyskuuta . @McdiarmidTami "I have to stop laughing and open my eyes so I can see it!" #WCB pic.twitter.com/NnOadcvnfu Näytä lisää kuvia ja videoita Vastaa 0 vastausta Uudelleentwiittaa Uudelleentwiitattu 0 uudelleentwiittausta Suosikki Lisätty suosikkeihin 3 suosikkia 3 Lisää Upota twiitti Jody Polukoshko @unitedstrong  ·  28. syyskuuta Laurie says: "when you get really mad, ask a question" pic.twitter.com/VuBPz1sBqF Näytä lisää kuvia ja videoita Vastaa 0 vastausta Uudelleentwiittaa Uudelleentwiitattu 0 uudelleentwiittausta Suosikki Lisätty suosikkeihin 0 suosikkia Lisää Upota twiitti Jody Polukoshko @unitedstrong  ·  27. syyskuuta The Wild Canadian Beavers Gibsons 1st annual retreat. Love these jackasses @McdiarmidTami @HounsellMiranda pic.twitter.com/PnNi7QrG8T Näytä lisää kuvia ja videoita Vastaa 0 vastausta Uudelleentwiittaa Uudelleentwiitattu 0 uudelleentwiittausta Suosikki Lisätty suosikkeihin 2 suosikkia 2 Lisää Upota twiitti Jody Polukoshko @unitedstrong  ·  27. syyskuuta Wine selection for the first annual Wild Canadian Beavers weekend pic.twitter.com/zIDDNvS47D Näytä lisää kuvia ja videoita Vastaa 0 vastausta Uudelleentwiittaa Uudelleentwiitattu 0 uudelleentwiittausta Suosikki Lisätty suosikkeihin 2 suosikkia 2 Lisää Upota twiitti Jody Polukoshko uudelleentwiittasi Lindsay Donaldson @leftylinds  ·  25. syyskuuta @impishchimp it's like Joni Mitchell and Willie Nelson just sang a duet and you wrote the lyrics. Näytä keskustelu Vastaa 0 vastausta Uudelleentwiittaa Uudelleentwiitattu 1 uudelleentwiittaus 1 Suosikki Lisätty suosikkeihin 1 suosikki 1 Lisää Upota twiitti Jody Polukoshko @unitedstrong  ·  24. syyskuuta Teaching is hard work! Beautiful, exciting, rewarding, transformative, hard work. #bced Vastaa 0 vastausta Uudelleentwiittaa Uudelleentwiitattu 8 uudelleentwiittausta 8 Suosikki Lisätty suosikkeihin 8 suosikkia 8 Lisää Upota twiitti Jody Polukoshko @unitedstrong  ·  22. syyskuuta . @DickensElem #bced pic.twitter.com/8Pcnyiy3yR Näytä lisää kuvia ja videoita Vastaa 0 vastausta Uudelleentwiittaa Uudelleentwiitattu 1 uudelleentwiittaus 1 Suosikki Lisätty suosikkeihin 2 suosikkia 2 Lisää Upota twiitti Jody Polukoshko uudelleentwiittasi Linda McQuaig @LindaMcQuaig  ·  18. syyskuuta These audits aren't random. My column on Harper's war on independent thought. http://www.ipolitics.ca/2014/09/17/harper-ramps-up-his-war-on-independent-thought/ … #cdnpoli #canlab Vastaa 0 vastausta Uudelleentwiittaa Uudelleentwiitattu 73 uudelleentwiittausta 73 Suosikki Lisätty suosikkeihin 21 suosikkia 21 Lisää Upota twiitti Jody Polukoshko @unitedstrong  ·  20. syyskuuta . @VESTA39 conversations w/ parents & public today showed public totally engaged. Qs re: the deal, the appeal, love for teacher courage #bced Vastaa 0 vastausta Uudelleentwiittaa Uudelleentwiitattu 16 uudelleentwiittausta 16 Suosikki Lisätty suosikkeihin 6 suosikkia 6 Lisää Upota twiitti Jody Polukoshko @unitedstrong  ·  20. syyskuuta . @VESTA39 members @ Trout Lake thanking parents & the public for support during @bctf strike. Much reciprocity! #bced pic.twitter.com/zx8nzcJtNy Näytä lisää kuvia ja videoita Vastaa 0 vastausta Uudelleentwiittaa Uudelleentwiitattu 24 uudelleentwiittausta 24 Suosikki Lisätty suosikkeihin 13 suosikkia 13 Lisää Upota twiitti Jody Polukoshko uudelleentwiittasi Sandy Garossino @Garossino  ·  19. syyskuuta Let it never be forgotten the record clearly demonstrated the government's bad faith w teachers & dishonesty w the public. #bcpoli #bced Vastaa 0 vastausta Uudelleentwiittaa Uudelleentwiitattu 268 uudelleentwiittausta 268 Suosikki Lisätty suosikkeihin 150 suosikkia 150 Lisää Upota twiitti Jody Polukoshko uudelleentwiittasi Raffi Cavoukian @Raffi_RC  ·  19. syyskuuta a champion of public education is a champion of children & their fundamental right to an education—a champion of teachers too. #bced Vastaa 0 vastausta Uudelleentwiittaa Uudelleentwiitattu 35 uudelleentwiittausta 35 Suosikki Lisätty suosikkeihin 18 suosikkia 18 Lisää Upota twiitti Jody Polukoshko uudelleentwiittasi BCTF @bctf  ·  19. syyskuuta Important for parents and the public to continue engaging their MLAs. Next #bcpoli budget needs to see increased funds for #bced Vastaa 0 vastausta Uudelleentwiittaa Uudelleentwiitattu 141 uudelleentwiittausta 141 Suosikki Lisätty suosikkeihin 68 suosikkia 68 Lisää Upota twiitti Jody Polukoshko uudelleentwiittasi Chris Harris @ChrisHarrisBC  ·  18. syyskuuta @rmfaris Old VTF CA with stripped language struck through in red: http://vsta.ca/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/pre-strip-VTF-VSB-agreement.pdf … @dsstorms @southgateharper @BCPVPA Näytä keskustelu Vastaa 0 vastausta Uudelleentwiittaa Uudelleentwiitattu 4 uudelleentwiittausta 4 Suosikki Lisätty suosikkeihin 2 suosikkia 2 Lisää Upota twiitti Jody Polukoshko seurasi DudeChillingPark, banksy, Andrea Joseph ja 9 muuta Poista hiljennys käyttäjältä @DudeChillinPark Hiljennä @DudeChillinPark Seuraa Seurataan Älä seuraa Estetty Poista esto Odottaa Peruuta DudeChillingPark @DudeChillinPark Poista hiljennys käyttäjältä @thereaIbanksy Hiljennä @thereaIbanksy Seuraa Seurataan Älä seuraa Estetty Poista esto Odottaa Peruuta banksy @thereaIbanksy fan account Jody Polukoshko uudelleentwiittasi Curious George @impishchimp  ·  16. syyskuuta Clark claims #bced deal will end "30 yrs of dysfunction." Schools still underfunded, classes overflowing, kids w/out support. It's not over. Vastaa 0 vastausta Uudelleentwiittaa Uudelleentwiitattu 58 uudelleentwiittausta 58 Suosikki Lisätty suosikkeihin 23 suosikkia 23 Lisää Upota twiitti Jody Polukoshko uudelleentwiittasi Kathy Rice @Kathy_Rice  ·  16. syyskuuta Congrats @christyclarkbc. My spirit feels broken, my belief in what is right & just is lost.... #bced #bcpoli pic.twitter.com/saWlwzpKjP Näytä lisää kuvia ja videoita Vastaa 0 vastausta Uudelleentwiittaa Uudelleentwiitattu 24 uudelleentwiittausta 24 Suosikki Lisätty suosikkeihin 12 suosikkia 12 Lisää Upota twiitti Jody Polukoshko uudelleentwiittasi Raffi Cavoukian @Raffi_RC  ·  16. syyskuuta so, @christyclarkbc @FassbenderMLA, no public apology for hurting BC? #bced Vastaa 0 vastausta Uudelleentwiittaa Uudelleentwiitattu 108 uudelleentwiittausta 108 Suosikki Lisätty suosikkeihin 93 suosikkia 93 Lisää Upota twiitti Twitter saattaa olla ruuhkautunut tai kärsiä hetkellisestä ongelmasta. Yritä uudelleen Lue lisätietoa Twitter Status -sivulta Sulje Jody Polukoshko seurasi Älä jää paitsi käyttäjän Jody Polukoshko päivityksistä · Vaihda © 2014 Twitter Tietoja Ohje Mainosten tiedot Sulje Suositut puheenaiheet Juuri sinulle räätälöityjä suosittuja puheenaiheita. Suositut puheenaiheet tarjoavat ainutlaatuisen tavan päästä lähemmäs mielenkiintosi kohteita. Ne räätälöidään sijaintisi ja seuraamistesi perusteella. Vaihda Säilytä räätälöidyt suosituimmat puheenaiheet Vastaanota maailmanlaajuisesti suosittuja puheenaiheita Valmis Hylkää Sulje Edellinen Seuraava Sulje Siirry henkilön profiiliin Tallennetut haut Poista Varmennettu tili @ Ehdotetut käyttäjät Varmennettu tili @ Varmennettu tili @ Sulje Uudelleentwiittaa tämä seuraajillesi? Peruuta Uudelleentwiittaa Sulje Haluatko varmasti poistaa tämän twiitin? Peruuta Poista Sulje Estä Peruuta Estä Lisää sijainti twiitteihisi Kun lisäät twiittiisi sijainnin, Twitter tallentaa kyseisen sijainnin. Voit kytkeä sijainnin päälle/pois päältä ennen jokaista twiittiä. Sinulla on myös aina mahdollisuus poistaa sijaintihistoriasi. Lue lisää Ota sijainti käyttöön Ei nyt Kytke sijainti pois päältä Sulje Profiilin yhteenveto Sulje Listasi Sulje Luo uusi lista Listan nimi Kuvaus Alle 100 merkkiä, valinnainen Yksityisyys Julkinen · Kuka tahansa voi seurata tätä listaa Yksityinen · Vain sinulla on pääsy tähän listaan Tallenna lista Sulje Sulje Upota tämä twiitti Lisää tämä twiitti verkkosivustollesi kopioimalla alla oleva koodi. Lue lisää Hmm, palvelinyhteydessä oli ongelmia. Yritä uudelleen? Sisällytä alkuperäinen twiitti Sisällytä mediasisältö Esikatselu Sulje Rekisteröidy Twitteriin Etkö ole Twitterissä? Rekisteröity, virittäydy seuraamaan asioita, joista välität ja vastaanota päivityksiä tapahtumista. Onko sinulla tili? Kirjaudu sisään » Sulje Kaksisuuntaiset (lähetys ja vastaanotto) lyhytnumerot: Maa Numero Asiakkaille yrityksessä Yhdysvallat 40404 (mikä tahansa) Kanada 21212 (mikä tahansa) Yhdistynyt kuningaskunta 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brasilia 40404 Nextel, TIM Haiti 40404 Digicel, Voila Irlanti 51210 Vodafone, O2 Intia 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Indonesia 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italia 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » Näytä muiden maiden lyhytnumerot tekstiviesteille Sulje Vahvistus)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "October is #FosterFamilyMonth. Thank you #BC for opening your homes and hearts to more than 5,900 children and youth." @John_Yap - 11:14pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Foster parents are ordinary people engaged in extraordinary acts of kindness. Join the team! http://t.co/6jUkcsOp6V" @Teresa_Wat - 04:31pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/AdvocacyAndAction.aspx?id=5316&printPage=true,BCTF > Going to Victoria report, Thierry Ponchet  	BCTF Action and Advocacy  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Advocacy and Action > Lobbying > Going to Victoria Thierry Ponchet Greater Victoria Teachers’ Association Thierry Ponchet, #61 Greater Victoria Teachers’ Association, lobbied his MLA Ida Chong. Thierry teaches modern languages at Mount Douglas Secondary, the same school that Ms. Chong attended as a student and could easily talk about what classes were like when Ms. Chong attended and compare them to today’s reality for students. Thierry conveyed the huge concern teachers have about class size and composition issues and the months that have gone by since the government promised to address these issues. He also expressed teachers’ frustration with the slow progress and seemingly ineffectual round table discussions. Ms. Chong stated that the round table needs to be allowed to do its job. “The round table is still in its infancy” she said, and further, “government can’t be assessing the state of class size and composition in every classroom in the province.” Ms. Chong said, “there is a benefit of having numbers now so that if a district is having trouble with class size and composition issues, the government can step in and do something.” What that “something” might be was left unclear. Thierry expressed frustration with only having ten minutes with his MLA, but said “the fact that we are going into the Legislature and bringing our message is excellent.” As a long-time activist, this was Thierry’s first time lobbying at the Legislature.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "Gr8 event honoring Taiwan ROC w many friends @douglasbing @marvinhunt4bc @KerryLynneFindl @mhlchiu26 @prairiechinois http://t.co/85TUCQsbrI" @John_Yap - 05:40pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=17404,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 4, January/February 2009  Solidarity at the BC Fed By Jane-Ann Kay Attending the BC Federation of Labour Convention is an experience that I think every teacher should have at least once. For five days in late November, I attended meetings with union members from all walks of life at the Trade and Convention Centre in downtown Vancouver. There were steelworkers and healthcare workers, forestry-sector workers and social workers, teachers and nurses all ready to listen to each others’ concerns and stories. We met to decide the priorities of the BC Federation of Labour for the next year. With Jim Sinclair (president of BCFed) and Angela Shira (secretary-treasurer) at the helm, some key priorities for the BC union movement were hammered out for the upcoming year. Those that stand out are: working toward a livable minimum wage ensuring that migrant workers have safe working conditions and fair pay organizing a green jobs/green economy conference promoting a fair electoral system in the form of BC-STV (single transferable vote) opposing Bill 42, which places extreme limits on public interest advertising and communication in BC, leading up to the May 2009 provincial election supporting teachers in their efforts to get rid of the Foundation Skills Assessment tests encouraging the proposed national coalition government in response to the Conservative Party’s financial plan for Canada that included taking away the right to strike for public servants until 2011. Needless to say, there was a lot of discussion, cries of ‘shame, shame’ whenever Gordon Campbell’s name was mentioned, roaring cheers at the thought of a centre-left coalition government, and a rousing rendition of the union song Solidarity Forever. I found the BCFed experience valuable because I had the opportunity to listen to the stories of other working British Columbians and learn a little more about the concerns in their industries and sectors. It increased my awareness of issues such as the export of raw logs in the forestry industry, the impact of public/private partnerships in our healthcare system, people trying to raise families on a wage of $8 per hour, and the often deplorable conditions that migrant workers undergo to build our infrastructure. Other highlights included an impassioned speech from Stephen Lewis about the HIV/AIDS epidemic and violence against women, a presentation on human trafficking by activist and artist Patsy Sorenson, meeting Vancouver’s new progressive mayor, Gregor Robertson, hearing Carole James’ first crack at her provincial election campaign speech, and listening to the grief-stricken words of family members of the migrant workers who were killed on the mushroom farm and in the van accident. I encourage every BCTF member to try his or her hand at being a delegate to the BCFed convention. Some may have found the sessions too long-winded, the speeches too biased, or the points of view too left-wing, but I learned much from the BC Federation of Labour Convention and left feeling motivated, disgruntled, annoyed, energized, and wanting to spread the words… Solidarity Forever! Jane-Ann Kay teaches at Southlands Elementary School, Vancouver. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=24152,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > October 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 2, October 2011   Health and safety Job action Phase 1: What you can or can’t do  By Karen Langenmaier   There have been a number of questions regarding what you can and what you can’t do relative to health and safety in Phase 1 of our job action. As the Workers Compensation Act and Occupational Health and Safety Regulation stand outside the School Act, collective agreements, bargaining and labour relations, joint committee members must continue to take part in their responsibilities. Joint committee members will continue to attend site-based committee meetings, participate in inspection and investigations of incidents and accidents, and take part in their entitlement to the eight hours of release for training and education. If an emergent health and safety issue should arise, teachers on joint committees can meet with administration and the support staff representatives to go through incident investigation processes. For example, if there is a violent incident, the joint committee would conduct an investigation, do a risk assessment, and make recommendations to prevention plans to keep workers safe. Indoor air quality issues, communicable diseases, rodent infestation, asbestos abatement, lock-down procedures, will all require participation from teacher health and safety representatives. The advice from the job action issues committee however, is that teachers will not participate in district health and safety committees as they are not mandated by the Workers Compensation Act. It is the site-based committee that has the jurisdiction to deal with issues at the site level. The only exception to this is if the local and district have a variance that gives the responsibilities to a district committee. In some locals, a released officer is attending the district committee when issues arise that impact teachers. Some districts have suspended district committee meetings. A number of questions have come up around WHMIS training. The OH and S Regulation states that if (emphasis added) controlled substances are used in the work area, the employer must provide WHMIS training. The first step in the process would be for the joint committee to do an inspection of the workplace to determine if there are controlled substances, conduct a risk assessment, and then train the workers of the safe use and storage of the chemical or biological agent. If there are no controlled substances in the workplace, then WHMIS training is not required. General WHMIS education must be provided as it pertains to the workplace and as it is in-service, should be provided during work time. In terms of health and safety education, joint committee members have two avenues from which to choose. Use the BCTF school union rep training and participate in tri-partite training of the joint committee member’s choice. The language in the Workers Compensation Act says that the employer must provide the release time and associated costs of taking training and education. It does not say that the employer must provide the training. For further information regarding health and safety relative to job action, please contact this office.  Karen Langenmaier, BCTF Income Security Division, klangenmaier@bctf.ca    Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/BCTF-research.aspx?id=23882,BCTF>More teacher-librarians means higher reading scores, September 21, 2011  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development BCTF-Research Archives 2012-13 2011-12  2010-11  2009-10  2008-09  Home > Publications > BCTF Research > BCTF-Research List > 2011-12 Archives More teacher-librarians means higher reading scores A new, large-scale research project from the US says that there is a strong correlation on a state-wide basis between having a teacher-librarian in the school and reading results. More teacher-librarians, higher scores overall. Fewer teacher-librarians, lower scores overall. The assessment of reading used in the study was the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP). This is a test given on a random basis across the US, which allows for comparisons across states and over time. The study was published in the School Library Journal in its September 2011 edition. The research covered Grade 4 student results over a five-year period from 2004 to 2009. The report says that it is clear that “students in states that lost librarians tended to have lower reading scores—or had a slower rise on standardized tests—than those in states that gained librarians.” Students who gained the most from having a teacher-librarian in their school were groups who needed the most assistance and were less likely to get the support outside the school. Test scores of students from families in poverty went up more in schools with a teacher-librarian. Not surprisingly, California teacher-librarian Connie Williams told the researchers: “for students in poverty the school library is most likely the only access to books, instruction, and reading advisory that they have.” Similarly, English language learners were affected negatively when a school did not have a librarian. The authors point out that without a teacher-librarian, “kids will read less and be less comfortable evaluating information.” Despite the strong research that shows the importance of teacher-librarians, when cuts come to school budgets, the library and the teacher-librarian are often on the chopping block. The long-term negative impact is clearly shown in this study. The article by K. Lance and L. Hofschire can be found at http://www.schoollibraryjournal.com/slj/home/891612-312/something_to_shout_about_new.html.csp. Submitted by Larry Kuehn BCTF Research, lkuehn@bctf.ca September 21, 2011 This item will be saved on the BCTF’s website in a list archive at http://www.bctf.ca/publications/BCTF-research.aspx Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/BCTF-research.aspx?id=24445,BCTF>Personalized learning: The UK-BC connection, November 23, 2011  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development BCTF-Research Archives 2012-13 2011-12  2010-11  2009-10  2008-09  Home > Publications > BCTF Research > BCTF-Research List > 2011-12 Archives Personalized learning: The UK-BC connection On the UK website of “Born to Learn” there is an unusual, somewhat emotional, yet compelling article, Matters for very serious consideration, which outlines the evolution of the 21st century/ personalized learning movement in the UK. What makes the article of particular interest to BC educators is its claim that while the concepts of 21st century/personalized learning are being ignored in the UK, they are being adopted in BC: These are the ideas and recommendations now being taken up within British Columbia as quickly as they are apparently being ignored in England. School District # 64, Gulf Islands, is identified as a school district where these ideas are being explored in practice. The document recounts a fascinating history of John Abbot’s failed attempts to interest successive UK governments in his ideas since 1993. In one of the most stunning revelations, he quotes the Director of the Policy Unit at a meeting in the Prime Minister’s residence at 10 Downing Street, who, in speaking to John Abbot, said: “Much to my surprise I can’t really fault your theory. You are probably educationally right; certainly your argument is ethically correct. But the system you are arguing for would require very good teachers. We are not convinced that there will ever be enough good teachers so, instead, we are going for a teacher-proof system of re-organising schools—that way we can get a uniform standard.” In 2010, a 21st-century-learning initiative paper was written for a British Columbia audience, entitled “Schools” in the future: What has to change and why? It concluded by saying: Once the entire system is redesigned on the basis of constructivist and enquiry-based practice, then student dependence on teachers at school will begin to decrease with age. This will allow a growth in student choice and responsibility so escaping from the present dilemma of squeezing out-dated systems to perform in ways which truly release human potential at hitherto unprecedented levels. As outlined in a BCTF Research discussion paper, 21st century learning—Widening the frame of focus and debate, there is much to support in areas such as constructivist and inquiry-based practice, yet there are also many systemic support questions and issues which have yet to be addressed in BC. These include governance, accountability, technology support, teacher education, sustainability/social justice, and subject hierarchies. Other issues which have been articulated since the discussion paper was published include concerns over pressure on students to bring their own mobile phones/laptops, etc., to school, potentially creating a new “digital divide” between “have” and “have not” students, and whether personalized learning is essentially a cost-cutting measure if more students complete online courses and fewer teachers are employed in a smaller number of schools. Sources: Matters for very serious consideration, http://www.born-to-learn.org/the-ideas/matters-for-very-serious-consideration School District # 64, Gulf Islands, website, http://www.sd64.bc.ca/programs.html “Schools” in the future: What has to change and why, http://www.born-to-learn.org/site/wp-content/uploads/Schools-in-the-Future-April-2010.pdf 21st century learning—Widening the frame of focus and debate: A BCTF discussion paper, http://www.bctf.ca/uploadedFiles/Public/Issues/21CL/21CL-DiscussionPaper.pdf Submitted by Charlie Naylor BCTF Research, cnaylor@bctf.ca November 22, 2011 This item will be saved on the BCTF’s website in a list archive at http://www.bctf.ca/publications/BCTF-research.aspx  Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8734&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, Number 5, April 2004 President’s message By the time this issue of Teacher reaches you, it will be almost one year since the B.C. Liberals passed Bill 51 and took control of the College of Teachers. Since then, together we have engaged in a spirited campaign to restore democratic governance of our college and uphold our professional rights. I hope that by the time you read this, we will have been successful in reaching a negotiated solution. The 700 delegates at our 88th AGM called for talks with the government to resolve the dispute as soon as possible. Besides the undemocratic composition of the council, outstanding issues are the unreasonable duty to report, and the sweeping by-law changes. The AGM also voted to strengthen our position, insisting that two-thirds of the councillors be elected by teachers. If the college attempts to collect next year’s fees this May, we will again encourage members to boycott that fee and pay into the BCTF Democratic College Fund. At our last meeting with Education Minister Tom Christensen, he said there would be legislation on the college before the end of this sitting of the House, but at press time we had no signal of when that would be or what it would contain. The other very significant almost unanimous decision of the AGM was to devote up to $5 million to a public awareness campaign in advance of the May 17, 2005, provincial election. The campaign will: promote a statement of commitment to public education. advance clear positions and messages on public education and public services. ensure a high level of membership involvement. co-ordinate efforts with community groups and other unions. promote the principles of the Charter for Public Education. Together, we will do our best to ensure that when British Columbians go to the polls they will be supporting candidates who are committed to investing in quality public education to meet the needs of every child. Neil Worboys)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/10/origins-of-bcedplan.html?showComment0751349275138902,Staffroom Confidential: Origins of the #bcedplan - Updated Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, October 2, 2012 Origins of the #bcedplan - Updated Note: This blog entry was picked up by Tyee writer Katie Hyslop, who did an excellent story available here: http://thetyee.ca/News/2012/10/05/BC-Education-Plan/ It is easy to think that we are immune here in Canada from the influence of the global "education reformers" who claim to want to improve schooling. What they really want is to reduce government expenditures, reduce public service delivery, reduce the levels of service publicly funded, and at the same time create a massive opportunity for private providers in the long sought after K-12 "market". In fact, BC is a case study in how these ideas have been purposely propagated as part of a global strategy. Take a look at GELP, otherwise knows as the Global Education Leaders' Program. If you are familiar with ALEC (the American Legislative Exchange Council - a right wing organization that is propagating reactionary legislation through all the US states), GELP will look frighteningly familiar. It is a global group of "leaders" with a vision - transform public services so they do less with less, with private partners. Kind of like Charter schools or vouchers. Except with the appearance of making things better. More 21st century. GELP describes themselves: "GELP is a community of system leaders, policy-makers and thought-leaders collaborating to transform education at local, national and international levels, to equip every learner with the knowledge and skills to thrive in the 21st century." They acknowledge their "partners": Promethean, a "global education company that supports teaching and learning through integrated technology and training."; the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation; Cicso Systems Inc; the Ellen Koshlan Family Fund; and Innovation Unit, a "not-for-profit social enterprise which supports innovation in public services." One of GELP's "Jurisdictions" is none other than BC. There is a proud link to the bcedplan video here: http://gelponline.org/gelp-community/jurisdictions/british-columbia. And a little more digging finds a GELP case study report on, yes, you guessed it, the bcedplan. You can find the whole thing here (http://gelponline.org/resources/transforming-education-case-study-british-columbia), but interestingly, the report identifies the origins of the plan:"At an international conference held in Vancouver in 2009, a team from the Ministry connected with Valerie Hannon, a director of Innovation Unit and a consultant in the Global Education Leaders’ Program (GELP). Her presentation, ‘Only Connect’, struck a chord with the BC Ministry and under the leadership of Gordon Campbell, then Premier in the Province, a series of high level meetings took place which resulted in a radical vision for transforming education in British Columbia." So what is Hannon's view of a "radical vision"? Some insight can be found in a paper she co-authored for Cisco Systems. In "Developing an Innovation Ecosystem for Education", the radical vision is described clearly: "how to design public services that deliver different and better outcomes at a lower cost." (page 7)  This is done through "radical efficiencies", such as "a reduction in the number of interventions made by professionals", "decommissioning of space", "looking to alternative providers", and having "users of services frequently assume a more active role in their delivery, which serves to enhance the benefits of the service for these and other users and to reduce the costs of provision". And how will the bceplan do less for less with this radical vision? Well, just one example is special education - perhaps one of the most expensive areas of our current school system. This process began back in 2002 with the elimination of targeted funding for most students with special needs. It has progressed through the decade with the elimination of class composition rules (placing a limit on the number of students with special needs in any one class to ensure integration not segregation, as well as adequate teacher time) and the loss of over 700 special education teachers. But here is how GELP's case study describes the "next wave of reform": "Decategorisation of special needs education. In the words of Rod Allen, there will be 'no labels and no medical model. In a 21st century personalised world, I’ll tell you what a special education looks like if you can tell me what a ‘normal’ education is.'” It is not surprising that Gordon Campbell was struck with Valerie Hannon's ideas. The past decade has been all about the same type of "savings" she describes. As the BC Education Coalition pointed out back in 2010, these "savings" took place even before the Ministry was in love with Hannon's ideas: Between 2000/01 and 2009/10, the Education Ministry reports that BC has seen a net loss of 148 schools ("decommisioning of space") Net loss since 2001-02 of public school teachers: 9% ("reduction in the number of interventions made by professionals") Students with Special Needs: grad rates for most districts have declined in recent years, some by double digits (perhaps a consequence of an unrealistic expectation that "users of services" will be able to "assume a more active role in their delivery" because we apparently no longer need "labels" or a "medical model" for students with disabilities) (Note: I wrote a related blog post a year ago...different company, same message: http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2011/10/transformation-agenda-for-bc-education.html) Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 3:01 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 4 comments: C. WelchOctober 2, 2012 at 8:04 PM Great post, Tara. Of course, it's a disheartening confirmation of what we all suspected, and it goes beyond just another neo-liberal nail in the coffin. On the other hand, I'm teaching a lesson tomorrow on euphemisms and jargon, and I've just discovered some great new examples!ReplyDelete SusanOctober 3, 2012 at 7:38 AM Thanks for a good blog. I'm going to look more into this GELP thing. I think that education needs to go drastically in the OTHER direction from what they suggest.ReplyDelete René MarcelOctober 5, 2012 at 2:23 PM Excellent continued justification for our cynicism. Let's hope this kind of awareness will build to the tipping point and we can all watch government clean its own house or at least understand the need for political revolution.ReplyDelete Steve RoyOctober 28, 2012 at 11:03 AM Great post Tara ! I've been digging this GELP thing since reading your article. Just found the funding structure of GELP in their prospectus: "The Program development and delivery costs for the first year of participation in GELP are provided by funding partners. Teams need to cover the costs of their expenses such as: » travel and accommodation to attend two global events; » travel incurred while working together between events, if the team is geographically dispersed; » the time to attend global and other local events; » time and any other resource required to support their day-to-day work towards achieving the aims identified in their GELP foci or priorities." http://gelponline.org/sites/default/files/gelp_prospectus_2012-13_1.pdf I actually don't mind people of different country meeting to talk about different educational practice. I think it's great and can have good benefits (Chris Kennedy has blogged about that here http://cultureofyes.ca/2012/06/17/finland-face-to-face/) What I find difficult to swallow is that those discussion are funded by private money, not public money. In my mind, it should be the other way around... but maybe I'm too old fashion... ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ▼  October (5) The myth of personalization Schools as charities Corporate ethics? A tale of two choices... Textbook stunt no substitute for proper funding Origins of the #bcedplan - Updated ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2011/05/privatizing-of-public-education-only-in.html?showComment=1306801041864,Staffroom Confidential: Privatizing of public education: Only in America or coming to a school near you? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Sunday, May 29, 2011 Privatizing of public education: Only in America or coming to a school near you? Even if you aren’t a parent or a teacher, US “education reform” probably crossed your path sometime this year. You might have seen the film “Waiting for Superman”, that trumpets the concept of the Charter school. Or you might have watched the 100,000 plus demonstrators in Madison, Wisconsin, take on a newly minted and aggressive Republican governor attacking teacher union rights. Or perhaps you came across a news story in some US media outlet, where it is almost impossible these days not to read someone teacher bashing. Although the American “reform” movement is over a decade old, it really heated up this year. The ideological onslaught began with the release and endless commentary on the film “Waiting for Superman”. If you watched Oprah’s show on September 20, 2010, you saw the program “The Shocking State of Our Schools”. If you heard Bill Gates or Arne Duncan (Obama’s top education czar) or Michelle Rhee (former Washington DC schools chancellor) or practically any mainstream news report the message was the same: Our schools are failing. And when the one second sound bite got to be two or three messages, the same messages from the movie were listed off as the primary reasons for school failure: bad teachers, greedy teachers, teacher unions, teacher tenure. These ideas are not new to the “education reform” movement in the US. They date back all the way to the mid-eighties with the introduction of standardized testing in OECD nations. They were, in many ways, enshrined into law through the “No Child Left Behind” act brought in by George W. Bush. And they reached their epitome and perhaps most raw expression in the film “Waiting for Superman”. They are public education’s very own “shock” (a la Naomi Klein), and they are designed to do something very different than improve schools. The “shock” goes like this: * Test scores show that our schools are failing * The most important factor in a child’s education is the quality of the teacher * Bad teachers must be leading to low test scores and failing schools * We must get rid of bad teachers * Tenure and teacher unions are in the way And then there is the actual, unspoken motive: commodify and privatize public education. It is a difficult theory to put forward. Most parents understand that schooling is more than standardized test scores, and many understand that the tests do nothing to improve their own child’s education. They also tend to like and trust their children’s teachers and schools - certainly more so than a bureaucrat or politician. So it takes a lot of ideological interference to turn Americans against their child’s teacher and their neighborhood school. At the root of this “shock doctrine” tactic are two goals: commodify and privatize the public education system. In the US, these goals are achieved in a variety of ways and take on various forms. Vouchers, testing, school rankings and Charter schools all provide “market driven” incentives within a publicly funded system. They do not privatize directly, but they create conditions that mimic a private system. Parents are “consumers” who “shop” for schools using rankings based on test scores. Despite voucher systems, the parents with more savvy and resources tend to get their children into the better schools. Charters escape democratic oversight as they don’t run under elected school boards and they are outside of pre-existing union contracts. They can accept private funding (from “philanthropists” such as Bill Gates) and can employ more teachers who work longer at lower costs because there are no unions and no collective agreements when they start up. They even have rights to public funding and buildings whenever a public school “fails”, and are replacing public schools at an alarming rate. They really are a publicly funded private system. The “education reform” movement also comes with a variety of peripheral policy objectives: merit pay for teachers, more testing to use for more rankings - including teacher rankings as well as school rankings, elimination of teacher unions who are a barrier to school change, lowered teacher training standards to ensure an adequately large supply of new teachers just desperate for a job. So we see the publication in the Los Angeles Times of the “value added” teacher score for every public school teacher (this is meant to be a measure of how much more that teacher can improve student test scores). We see the wholesale introduction of Charter schools in New Orleans after the floods, completely replacing the public system. We see the draconian legislation in Wisconsin and other states designed to drastically reduce the collective bargaining rights of public sector unions. And now this spring we are seeing across the US significant funding cuts to education budgets, leading to mass layoffs. The overall result? The public system is shrinking while the private system grows. Could this be coming to a school near you? In the dark Bush years, it was common for (some) Americans to lament and wish they were up north, in Canada, that place free of the worst of the market system run amok. But while the rhetoric may be more tempered, the same trends are apparent. The most obvious is the testing, accountability and choice agenda. We do not have the same number of tests. But we have enough to produce the Fraser Institute rankings. And enough for Kevin Falcon to float the trial balloon of merit pay for teachers during the BC Liberal leadership race. Ontario has it’s EQAOs and BC its FSAs. Parents do not have vouchers and Charter schools are uncommon (they do exist in Alberta), but we do have an awful lot of “parent choice”. In Canada, this is more direct - we publicly fund private schools. BC, Alberta, Manitoba, Quebec and the North West Territories all provide public funding for private schools - in some cases up to 60% of the equivalent public funding. And BC is leading the way with respect to parent choice within the public system. There are no more fixed catchments - in BC a parent can choose any school, leading to inter-school competition and notoriously unreliable enrollment projections. The attack on teachers and teacher unions is also alive and well. Ontario, in the Harris years, tried to impose a scheme of practically constant re-certification requirements. Alberta has just floated the idea of a graduated accreditation system, where teachers start their careers in a probationary mode and only after decades of practice and constant evaluation do they become “professional” teachers. The BC government is revamping the BC College of Teachers and threatens, again, to make teachers a minority on their own professional governing body. Just as in the US, these “policy objectives” are justified with erroneous exaggerations of the “bad teachers” who are ruining our education system. Rather than attract the best with competitive salaries (BC is now eighth in Canada) or set high entry standards, the BC government lowered standards (only a four year degree is now required under the TILMA trade agreement with Alberta) and has let salaries, benefits, and working conditions plummet. And finally the funding. Since the mid-nineties, and the reductions in transfer payment to the provinces, education budgets have been under constant pressure. Combined with the Supreme Court decision requiring fully integrated schools for student with special needs, the pressures on School Boards are insurmountable. Fundraising has become a constant and practically a requirement for most schools. As public schools cut services, parents look elsewhere, if they can afford it. There is a flourishing growth in private specialty services for students with autism, learning disabilities and other specific educational needs, as well as after school tutoring. The overall result? Canada has experienced a massive increase in alternatives to the public school system - homeschooling, growth in private school enrollment, massive growth in private tutoring and schooling services (see for example: http://www.nall.ca/res/65ScottDavies.pdf). Just as in the US, the results are the same - the public system is shrinking while the private system grows. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 2:39 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 3 comments: AnonymousMay 29, 2011 at 9:41 PM I grew up in Ontario and teach in California. Canada is desperately trying to imitate California's mistakes, starting with central funding and control in each province, then high-staktes testing and competition. Please look at California to see where you are headed. I am certain you won't like it.ReplyDelete AnonymousMay 30, 2011 at 5:17 PM Check out this promo, and you will see that the "shock doctrine, education version" is coming to BC. The parallels are uncanny. http://www.waitingforsupermantruth.org/ReplyDelete AnonymousFebruary 5, 2012 at 11:19 PM Just discovered this blog. Keep up the good work!ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ▼  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ▼  May (18) A standardized contract for personalized learning?... Privatizing of public education: Only in America o... Breaking news: BC teachers to hold strike vote in ... Saskatchewan teachers continue strike over wages Why is BC gov't using same buzzwords as Rupert Mur... 21C Learning: One student's perspective Personalized learning - what is government's real ... Ministry plots personalized learning initiative in... More downloading of costs to school districts - is... From New York to California: American teachers pro... Victoria teacher bargaining breaks down Class size = Personalized learning Commission finds judges need cost of living adjust... Thoughts on a negotiated settlement over Bills 27,... Minister announces government will not appeal cour... Saskatchewan teachers plan job action for Thursday... Letter to Minister Abbott re: Teacher bargaining a... School boards and parents: speak now to pressure C... ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7302,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 4, January/February 2006 Let's make affiliation official by Susan Fonseca In March 2003, BCTF members voted 58.1% in favour of a trial three-year affiliation with the BC Federation of Labour. This spring, members will be asked to vote on making a more permanent commitment to the BCFed. Ultimately, teachers will decide whether to end the long engagement period and walk away or to tie the knot with our labour allies. Solidarity for three years, or forever? Teachers will be asked to determine whether our trial affiliation has been valuable in terms of advancing our professional concerns and issues to a broader community. Has membership given us a more effective voice and a broader audience? Have we derived support from others in our coalition who share common problems, interests, and concerns? Have we gained a better understanding of their workplace issues? Have we been able to gain access to alternative communication networks and shape the BCFed’s education policies? Have we been able to advance our professional concerns and gain the kind of public influence we do not have working alone? As a delegate to two BCFed conventions and the New West District & Labour Council, I can attest that the answer to all of these questions is a definite yes. We were given a standing ovation three years ago when our delegation appeared in our blue and white T-shirts, which read "Proud to be a Teacher. Proud to be Affiliated." And this year, Jinny Sims, the first delegate to take the mike, was given a resounding standing ovation for her courageous leadership of our successful job action. There is no doubt that Sim’s consistent and strong leadership inspired our sisters and brothers in the labour movement, or that the solidarity and defiance of individual teachers all around the province earned their respect. But the question we should be asking ourselves is Would we have had the success in standing up to the provincial government on our own without the committed support of our labour allies? The answer to that question really is the litmus test for our next ratification vote. Think back to the picket lines and consider the support offered by members of so many other labour unions including HEU, nurses, postal workers, Telus workers, firefighters, and of course, CUPE. It was the BCFed that took our responsbility for the rally in Victoria, and it was the actual walkouts or threat of walkouts by other unions around the province in support of teachers that got the government to call Vince Ready to mediate. When the courts prohibited our strike pay, it was the Federation of Post-Secondary Educators’ Association who set up the Feed the Teachers fund. And in Langley, Telus workers who had been locked out for three months, offered eight boxes of groceries for our local food drive for teachers and CUPE workers. This broad support was both nourishing and uplifting and showed that solidarity is not just an abstract concept. It’s hard to imagine after our experiences of the past three years, that teachers would vote to withdraw from the BC Federation of Labour. I hope teachers will acknowledge the solid support we’ve been given by our fellow affiliates with an overwhelming vote to stay right where we belong. Let’s make it official this time. Susan Fonseca is vice president of the Langley Teachers’ Association. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=25061&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 4, January/February 2012   Thousands of kids left behind by governing Liberals  By Noel Herron   The decimation of special needs infrastructure over 11 years continues unabated, with increasing child poverty now added to the list. After a decade of systematically denying over 20,000 of BC‘s most vulnerable kids the support they need, once again, the province’s governing party with its recent “offer” of $30 million in a class organization plan for the next school year continues with its egregious policy of keeping the instructional door slammed shut on thousands of this province’s neediest students. The 20,000 school-aged kids denied help over the past 11 years is, at best, a very conservative estimate based on the documented 12,400 overcrowded classrooms with four or more students with IEPs, plus the growing backlog of designated and undesignated students across the wide spectrum of special education and learning services in public schools. Add to this the recent upswing of school-aged children living in poverty— now in excess of 20%—and this number would jump considerably. In 2002, Education Minister Christy Clark’s sledgehammer legislation in the form of Bills 27 and 28, proved to be two of the most regressive pieces of education legislation affecting class size and composition this province has ever seen. And the BC Liberals fought tooth and nail for seven years, all the way to the Supreme Court, only to have their legislation rejected as unconstitutional and illegal with the government ordered to rectify its unfair strategy within a calendar year. Hence the current “negotiations” at a separate provincial table by George Abbott’s representatives, and the paltry offer of the return on $30 million the next school year (2012–13) as part of a three-year class organization plan to replace the $340 million cut over 11 years. Lacking agreement with the BCTF, one can now anticipate the Liberals to table a so-called “corrective” class organization bill in the next legislative session. Significantly, no attempt was made to remedy this situation during the current school year— with an interim special needs measure to address the backlog of overcrowded classrooms—underlining the ongoing reluctance of the Liberals to fully recognize the cumulative damage that Bills 27 and 28 have had on our schools. Apart from a vague and grudging reference to “doing the right thing“ by teachers in response to Madame Justice Griffin’s devastating Supreme Court order, Christy Clark, now our premier, has yet to apologize to students, teachers, and parents for the deep cuts that have denied them a fair shake. (Contrast that with the personally hand-delivered letter of the newly elected Alberta Premier, Alison Redford, to the Alberta Teachers’ Association (ATA) promising the restoration of $100 million in education funding in that province.) These two pieces of legislation have systematically decimated BC’s special education infrastructure, built up carefully over four decades, and turned the official policy of integrating students with special needs in mainstream classrooms on its head. Across the board, the kids currently in our public school system who lost the skilled instructional support of upward of 1,500 learning specialist teachers will never again have the opportunity to recover their instructional losses as they struggled to keep abreast of their peers. There is simply no going back for the thousands of kids who have struggled over the past decade. Thousands, who have now left the system, were denied the opportunity they urgently needed at a crucial time in their lives, while others today still struggle, often with anguished parents pleading for help. The documented presence of more than four students with special needs in 12,400 overcrowded, regular classrooms without the assistance of trained education aides, frequently leads to attentional disruptions. This has made a mockery of the integration of students with special needs, one of the most enlightened reforms in public schools in four decades. It has also placed hundreds of homeroom teachers in an instructionally untenable situation. Whereas with skilled assistance before cuts, many of these kids were able to work successfully at or near grade level. Among the thousands of kids still left behind or shunted aside by the system are: kids with mild to severe learning difficulties; kids with mild to severe behaviour problems; refugee and immigrant kids needing added ESL assistance; First Nations kids; impoverished kids in inner-city schools and in schools with large numbers of kids living in poverty; and the so-called “grey area” kids who do not fit into rigidly discrete categories as defined by the ministry. Cuts to teacher-librarians has had a negative impact on school literacy services, while the sharp and puzzling increase in the number of students in the Autism spectrum area has placed added pressure on schools unable to provide even minimal support. The needier, identified kids who gain entry to special education classes were, on occasion, denied the full help of special education assistants because of restricted hours and inadequate pay, making it difficult for boards to hold on to skilled education assistants. Worse still, the kids who did not gain entry to various special education classes languished in regular classrooms and continue to sit on growing wait-lists and frequently slip backward. Now an appalling year-long, or even longer, wait list for diagnostic testing is the order of the day. Some schools have simply given up in maintaining viable waiting lists. And the annual September school organization plans, with their fragmented and disappearing teaching positions, have frequently become an organizational nightmare for both teachers and principals. As these cuts have deepened, back-up special education professional development workshops for teaching and non-teaching staff have simply died on the vine while entry-level teachers struggle to replace more experienced colleagues. The governing party’s policies, starting in 2002 onward with cuts to inner-city programs and to the long-established network of community schools across the province, helped pave the way to the current crisis in child poverty. (Gordon Campbell’s 2008 “replacement” for community schools was the beguiling, puffed-up but ultimately phoney “Neighbourhoods of Learning” project—in reality it amounted to nothing more than setting aside a single room for community use in some schools). The annual, end-of-September, formal signing-off of overloaded individual and district school organization plans, misleadingly denoting teaching-learning situations as “satisfactory”—and demanded over the past decade of principals, superintendents, and school trustees—is a perversion of openness and accountability in our public schools. This mandated requirement precluded any objections at a later date by senior staff and explains, in part, the silence at the top around what continues to be untenable teaching-learning environments. Leaving it to the official representative of teachers—the BCTF, and more recently to individual teachers and a few principals to speak out publicly in the face of a worsening situation, points to an abdication of responsibility from trustees on down. The new and patently superficial BC Education Plan, recently released by Education Minister George Abbott, long on jargon and short on deliverables, not to mention its zero budget, makes no mention of class size and composition and is a classic example of a studied avoidance of practical and genuine education reform. Given the special needs collapse of the past decade, it takes enormous chutzpah for Victoria to make references to “effective intervention strategies and supports available to teachers, students, and parents” in its new plan. Talk to parents of kids with special needs who have sat for 18 months on school waiting lists for diagnostic testing about “effective intervention strategies” and they will openly scoff at the ministry’s new technological plans for “renewal” especially, the hyperbolic reference to “personalized” learning for every student. Where does this leave us now?   Students with special needs, in the broadest sense of the word, after a decade of willful neglect and given what appears to be the near collapse of separate provincial negotiations, are still a very long way away from receiving the court-ordered help required and also the broadly based assistance that a compassionate society should provide to meet the changing and diverse needs of all our kids.  Noel Herron, former school principal and school trustee )
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2014/09/tentative-agreement-yes-or-no.html?showComment=1411001817262,Staffroom Confidential: Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, September 16, 2014 Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Despite what I know was a herculean effort on the part of our bargaining team, I very much hope that BC teachers will vote no to the tentative agreement. After five weeks of strike, and twelve years of legal battles, this is not the deal that will restore sanity to public education and it is not a fair deal for teachers and students. Just as teachers in Saskatchewan rejected a deal to ensure a better outcome, I hope BC teachers will consider a no vote to let our team know we have to go back to the bargaining table. Class size, composition The agreement provided a modified LIF fund starting at $75 million per year and increasing to $85 by the last year. It is for teachers only, which will mean a slight improvement in Districts where sizeable portions were spent on Education Assistants or senior District staff rather than teachers. However, in an average size District like Victoria (20,000 students, 1,000 teachers), this will translate into about 5-10 more teachers. That is one for every five schools. To put it in comparison, Justice Griffin's judgement estimated the lost funding due to lost class size language at about $330 million in current dollars. (Read more here about the proposed Education Fund.) I heard so many teachers speak up about the need to ensure that we do not return to over-crowded classes when the strike ends. This agreement does very little to alleviate what is the most pressing issue. Throwing away the court victory The agreement provides a "reopener" in the event we win on appeal our class size language. What this means is that the language returns, but is not implemented until new language is negotiated. Without the actual implementation of the returned language, there will be very little incentive for the government to bargain it back. We would essentially be back in the very same position we are in today, with government trying to bargain it out and us trying to bargain it back in. In my opinion, even if we were legislated back to work we would be in a superior position. If we won the appeal the government would then be forced to implement the language. We are thus throwing away our historic court victory and the bargaining pressure it potentially creates. The reopener is really only mildly less offensive than E80. In both cases, we have to bargain back what was illegally taken from our contract and the government will probably never have to restore it. In fact, the "reopener" creates the perfect opportunity for government to lock us out to try and force us to agree to something far inferior. Throwing away the remedy for the last twelve years The agreement provides $105 million to compensate for grievances over-sized classes for the last twelve years. Using Justice Griffin's estimates, our loss is roughly $300 million times 12 = over $3 billion. I cannot fathom how $105 million is a fair compromise. The BCTF's original proposal to put this money back into the system was a more fair and productive approach. This agreement means we can no longer go to the courts for a fair remedy. Wages The agreement is very close to government's original offer. While I would be willing to accept this if the class size language was returned, teachers should not be taking such a significant monetary loss without the commensurate gain in working conditions. We have lost roughly 12% of our annual salary. We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut. Minimal improvements There are very minimal improvements in preparation time for elementary teachers (10 minutes per week), and TTOC daily rate. The TTOC daily rate change may depend on your grid placement. It could actually be a wage loss for long term TTOCs who are above category 5 and step 7. There is also $11 million in health and dental benefits. At 40,000 members, this is $275 each. Hardly worth consideration in the context of the rest of the agreement. What next? There are a variety of options if we vote no. We can continue the strike. We can choose to return to work and continue bargaining. We do not, and should not, accept an agreement that doesn't meet our needs and doesn't meet the needs of students and public education. When Saskatchewan teachers rejected the first deal which had 5.5% wage increases over four years, the second deal had 7.3% increases over four years. They have said this still isn't good enough. For us, our main issue is classroom conditions. We need to say this isn't good enough. The way to do that is to vote no. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 7:48 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 124 comments: Troy MooreSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:17 PM The EC recommendation states the open clause will be argued from restored language. However, selling our grievances for nothing as the 105 million is strike savings, is plenty of reason to vote no. Further, no composition caps, but a fund controlled by Superintendents is enough reason to vote no. Thursday I will vote no.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:06 PM Re-opener also says "education fund" in place until new language bargained, so old language can disappear forever.Delete Reply Mme RousseauSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:33 PM Government starved us to death hoping we'd vote yes to whatever deal they'd offer. Planned it from the start.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:07 PM We can sill choose (collectively) to return to work if we reject this deal. Many options.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:09 PM Great analysis, Tara! I think that returning to work would be a bad idea. This will frustrate parents more if they need to find new ways to deal with taking care fo kids. USe the money given to you by the other unions. I am a teacher who had to quit for stress over the terrible condition of work (split FI grade 4/5, several low LD kids with little support, one severe with no support, 2 gifted (no support), and a principal who expected me to teach 2 separate social studies AND science programs)Delete Reply Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:56 PM Good points by all but the gov't succeeded in starving my family out and completly breaking us. I will be voting YES and live to fight another dayReplyDelete Replies schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:21 PM 'Fight another day'? In the last twelve years that we have been pushing back against this government, never has the tide tide been so much with teachers, class size/composition, and public education - and never has the government been pushed back onto the ropes (especially with the call for binding arbitration). What 'other day' is being proposed that we wait for? Now is the time. Vote 'no' and give the BCTF bargaining team a renewed mandate to get a decent deal for students and teachers.Delete Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:10 PM "Another day" means to wake up and realize that 2more weeks means my family of 5 could lose our home. It means I will do all I can to recall Cc, Factbender, and other mla's, and maybe even having "a guy I know" have a chat with them. In year 1 of their reign, I don't believe they even know what "the ropes" are. I will vote YES ...for my family, and I can live with thatDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:12 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply Karen FergusonSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:03 PM Just a question: When the Saskatchewan teachers voted no, had they already been on strike for 5 weeks?ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM No. They are working with no contract. They are not on strike.Delete Shannon DavisSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:23 AM I am a Saskatchewan teacher. We are not on strike; we are currently in the conciliation process after voting "no" to 2 previous offersDelete Reply "Mama Rose"September 16, 2014 at 9:27 PM Can we truly return to work without agreeing and continue bargaining? When I suggested returning to work a few weeks ago, the answer was "being on strike puts pressure on the gov't and without pressure they have no reason to settle." And can you explain more how legislating us back would be better than agreeing to this deal? And finally, why would the BCTF executive put forward a deal that was not a good one?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:30 PM Because they need confirmation of the resolve of the membership to get something better. That is what a no vote does.Delete Reply Troylana MSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:28 PM some great points to ponder, tara......thinking thinking....ReplyDelete schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:43 PM If we vote 'no' to the tentative deal we still have options: We'd not have a contract. But we could... a) strike with full picket lines b) partially strike with phase 1 (work-to-rule) in schools c) partially strike with periodic/rotating job action d) continue negotiating e) return to work and re-escalate strike f) some/all of the above ReplyDelete Replies Caroline MackenzieSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:21 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:14 PM a) will expedite matters (I say less that 3 days)Delete Reply danabjornsonSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:05 PM I am thinking that a legislated, crappier contract would only be in effect for 2 years max (before elections...). If we take this offer, then we will be agreeing to this pseudo-E80. Should we win the court case (which we likely will), we will have to settle on the terms of the THIS negotiated contract which doesn't actually restore learning conditions; it simply allows for those conditions to be negotiated. If we say n, then we default to the 2002 contract, which DOES restore the language. A "yes" vote is saying that we are good on "crumbs"; a "no" vote is saying we want an actual meal. That's my understanding, anyway. Please correct me where I am wrong, Tara. :)ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:44 PM And word is IF they legislate, they could opt to legislate back Grade 10-12 only causing the union to have to lay off all teachers and re-hire based on seniority. That will tear the union at the seams pitting teacher against teacher for those positions. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:17 PM There will be a general strike if that were to happen! They better not do this. They will regret it.Delete Reply imaginefunlearningSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:09 PM Some good points on the background of our fight over the past 12 years, which I have been actively engaged in; however we need to recognize the climate we are in. We are not in Sask. people! We have just come through a very long summer!! We need to thank our @bctf bargaining team & recognize the toll this has taken on all of us & our families. I don't have the luxury of more time on the strike line. This may be as good as it gets. Let's read the agreement and consider getting back to work and making some $ again! That's my 2 cents worth, which would come in really handy right now!!!ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:18 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply RobSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:11 PM Go back in work to rule mode. Work this winter to recall every Liberal MLA. ThAt is the only way to apply pressure to these criminals. ReplyDelete Replies Kate RestonSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:03 PM Recall! Not sure who won the battle but the war is still onDelete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:14 AM Well said Kate... I agree 100%Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:20 PM I think say NO and a better deal will be done in less than 3 days. These guys are not criminals, they are lower than that. I bet they get a sick pleasure in hurting the kids and the teachers.Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:31 PM An official recall is in the works: https://www.facebook.com/groups/316129595235450/?fref=ts Please consider joining.Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:26 AM Leah - do you honestly think anyone who voted BC Liberal did so thinking that they would act any differently on the education file?Delete Reply JJSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:16 PM I am glad to see other members who share my views. I am outraged at a 1.2 percent "raise" in salary per year that doesn't even meet inflation of currently 2%. I feel used and abused.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:23 PM Not to mention all of the other pittance! I am actually surprised that Iker asked teachers to vote on this! Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:18 PM Hi Tara Thanks for the summary! Will we be able to vote NO to the deal, but vote YES to returning to work? Will there be three options when we vote Thursday? Why did the BCTF agree to a substandard deal for us? If we vote no to a deal that was recommended to us, the teachers look like the bad guys and public approval will plummet. I am very disappointed and frustratedReplyDelete Replies KataSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:12 AM Public approval will not necessarily plummet. I have seen strikes where the membership has voted against the executive's "best results to date", and ended up with a better offer. This offer is an insult. The $300 million will not bring funding to the national average (I believe). More importantly, the wage offer is half of the average wage increase for public and private workers (StatsCan). Delete Reply MontySeptember 16, 2014 at 10:19 PM Thank you, Tara. My thoughts too, more clearly expressed. As well, Thursday is too soon to vote, too soon to vote, too soon to vote........ReplyDelete Richard ChalkeSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:21 PM Vote no and lose every shred of public support...just sayin!ReplyDelete Replies UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:31 AM I am a member of the public and would support a "no" vote. js!.Delete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:01 AM Richard Chalke, NO you won't! I am a mother with 3 adopted special needs children who need to be in a class that is designed for them and others like them (my kids are academically slightly delayed but their issues are more social and behavioural) where they can receive the education they deserve taught in a way they can comprehend. I will speak now for all the parents I know, and we will support the teacher's if they continue to fight for our children's best interest.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:28 PM It might not be pretty at first, but once we explain things (and I hope the Mandarin-speaking teachers flood the Richmond organization that voiced their concerns), they will back us. The 3 billions that the judge came to is the first I hear about. This should be stated to every newsmedia comment section in the province. Minimize pickets and flood those outlets with commenters, just like the Liberals do. Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:45 PM I am a member of the public and a single Mother of a child in the public school system. You will NOT lose one bit of my support if you vote no. I know that you are sacrificing so that my child can have a better education, and I am most grateful for it. Having said that, I also know that you are exhausted and broke. I have been dreading that you may have to settle for less than what you (we) deserve because the government succeeded in breaking you. I am not in your shoes, so cannot judge. If the vote is a yes, I understand and I am still behind you. Delete Reply Alison RocheSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:25 PM It is a crap deal. It's always a crap deal. Once you raise the stakes to striking, anything else is a cave in. The last time we walked out was the 3 day illegal strike where I threw away 1200$ and got EXACTLY the same contract I had the year before. The BCTF called it a win because they didn't rip up MORE of my contract. Ridiculous. There are a few of us that believe that working to contract, doing 100% of your teaching job and nothing more (like paying for supplies out of your own pocket or EC) is the only way teachers will survive this government. What if they get re-elected again? Then what? Teachers have lost thousands to these clowns to make "statements" about the state of public education in this province. We can't keep sacrificing ourselves and our families. And in the meantime, you talk to parents about why you have to take this crappy road. Because up until this strike they mostly didn't care about the state of education, but god forbid you didn't run a Sports Day. Then suddenly they wanted to know what the hell was going on. Keep the conversation going in schools. Attend your PAC meetings and stop enabling this govt to underfund and overwork the system. And still get paid!ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:20 AM I am very excited at the prospect of returning to my beloved job on Friday. However I will NOT continue to put my personal money into my classroom and I will be seriously reconsidering my involvement in extra curriculars. I think we shoot ourselves in the foot with all the unpaid work we so willingly volunteer to do. Delete Reply FCSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:38 PM I heard a rumour last week from a loose lipped government insider that after the 22nd, depending on the outcome of the negotiations the Liberals were going to announce a 3 step process. I was not clear if this was based on 3 steps to resolve the strike (perhaps the 3rd step is legislation??) or 3 steps to overhaul the education system, either way, they will settle it outright. I wish you all luck and all the information that you need to make a sound decision of what you feel is best.ReplyDelete Replies Lisa BurrowsSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:53 PM I have heard similar rumours. On the 23rd, the gov. was planning on introducing a $6000 per year voucher system for 3 choices: an academic or trades program, or something called EducationCanada. Not clear whether their intention was to privatize the public system, de-certify teachers and hire them back under new wage/benefits. Not clear where these rumours originated from. Maybe fear tactics to get teachers to vote yes. In any event, I plan on voting yes. I signed up to be a teacher, not a martyr. This strike has cost us a lot. We need to regain our livelihood and hopefully continue the conversation about class composition. We have at least awakened many people to the issue, and the court case is still an avenue that could eventually improve teaching and learning conditions.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:33 PM I urge all teachers to fight and say NO to this deal. Retired teacher who had to retire because horrendous work conditions. Make me proud. They will not last long if you say NO! I know this is tough, but there is money and I hear that Van City does offer loan at low to 0 %. Banks do allow you to miss a mortgage payment. Go talki to your banker.Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM Will school districts require teachers to make up missed days, as suggested in the media? Will the school calendar be changing to make up for the missed three weeks and if so will we be made aware of those changes PRIOR to the vote? ReplyDelete KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:41 PM "Wages..... We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut." And that is the cost of going on strike!!! There is nothing that can be done about that. You cannot go on strike and put up the raise you want every week to compensate for your time on strike - it doesn't work that way.ReplyDelete Replies Drew StevensonSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:59 AM I believe the missing "..." Suggests that they meant to refer to the losses against inflation since the last wage step increase. Thus this contract does not allow us to recover the buying power lost to inflation since the last non contract or "0%" year. Add those up and compare against the proposed increase and you see that by the end of the contract, we won't be able to afford the same value of goods (loaves of bread, watts of energy, litres of gas) that we could at the end of the last contracts term. It was not a comment about wages that were lost in the strike. Those are really small potatoes when compared to the grinding power of inflation over years and years. The next contract will use this latest for a bench mark so these losses to inflation will grind at all teachers for as long as they teach. A death of a thousand cuts to our ability to afford basic goods and services. Any raise less than inflation is a cut to the value placed on us and on our ability to pay our bills. Delete Reply Ed SSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:09 PM Having lost $20,000 (including summer school wages) as the single income for a family of five is far too much; I will be voting YES to the deal, unless the independently wealthy teachers out there who wish to continue the strike will pay my bills and mortgage for me.ReplyDelete Replies Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:14 PM I feel ya. Yes for meDelete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:18 AM Ed S. With all due respect (and I mean that), how did you lose $20,000 in the strike? Teachers were out 2 weeks (all out) before they were supposed to be in June, and now 3 weeks for the start of school? It is my understanding that teachers don't get paid through the summer months. Please correct me if I'm wrong, wherever I'm wrong. Shouldn't you have been financially alright for the summer months at least? Also all teachers knew this strike had a possibility of extending into the new school year but no one teacher budgeted for this possibility? I'm truly just trying to get a clear picture of where this all stems. NO disrespect intended.Delete BlairSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:12 AM Kelly, not Ed but if you look at the numbers there was the 10% lockout haircut in May/June plus the loss of most of June and the loss of much of September. In our 1 teacher (1 non) household we calculated a $9 K - $10 K loss so far. If you add summer school earnings you can easily make the loss in the $20 k zone. As for budgeting, we budget for the summer, but did not expect the 10% haircut, nor the loss of June/Sept days which completely messed our budgeting calculations. A very good friend (single teaching mother) was crushed by the loss of the June income and is without a penny today.Delete Mr. SmoothSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:35 PM The only one who didn't get a haircut was Jim Iker... and he needs one more than anyone else. What's with that over-coiffed 70"s mullet Jim? Does wonders for the BCTF brand image!Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:55 PM Jim's hair is not open for discussion in a respectful space like this. As for his salary, he is a teacher who does not get paid when we are on strike.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:04 PM Totally agree!Delete Reply Mr. GSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:24 PM If I thought they could do any better I would agree with voting NO, but you have to be realistic. The BCTF does not use professionals to bargain and always ends up with much less than they promise the membership when asking for a strike vote. While this is not a great deal for teachers, I really think you're fooling yourself if you think it'll get any better.ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:02 AM BCTF needs to be replaced with younger more adept representatives and advocates. Also, we should be hiring professional contract negotiators - you don't go into battle with cut throat corporate types with a wooden knife. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:37 PM This is BAD deal! Say NO to it and show those (expletives) that we will not take it anymore! Come on! Show them that teachers have a spine! They will respect us, oddly!Delete Reply retaSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:51 PM I agree with Richard. Those in the public that are uniformed would be furious, and there are many teachers who just can't afford to use their wages as their voice any longer - too much has already been donated to the government. In my opinion, the deal is pretty lame. I am sitting on the fence.ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:24 AM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:26 AM So true!!! I cannot afford to fight this battle for public education any longer. Why is this my personal and professional obligation??? However I think this deal is weak weak weak. I also think its the best we are going to get. Ideologically I'm on the fence but my wallet will vote YES.Delete Reply SirThinksToo MuchSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:54 PM My wife and I will be voting "Yes" on Thursday for it is the middle path. The easy path would have been for us to go back to school with E-80 & E-81 over our heads. The difficult path would be for us to vote "No" and put our mortgage at risk and having to continue asking retired parents for handouts to feed a family with three kids. The middle path is the wisest choice for us considering the current political climate in which those who do not teach are the quickest to judge it harshly.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:41 PM I understand that this is really tough for you! I almost died teaching a few month ago. I had to quit. Please consider holding on and say no. Remember the short loss in salary will be offset in the LONG-RUn by better salary increase. This is a joke! They will be laughing at you even more if we accept this. This is a very bad deal! However, I do respect your position!Delete Reply DaleSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:16 AM Why would classroom conditions be better on October 9th after being legislated back? We have been outplayed because of our stubborn refusal to outdated, tired old tactics. It is because of these actions that have led us to this terrible deal. Time to reset, regroup and stock up for the long haul. Can't do it if half the members commit hara kiri on themselves. We are a union of professionals not a cult. ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:49 AM Could not agree more.Delete schreck!September 17, 2014 at 9:44 AM Could you please advise which tactics you believe could have been used to secure a superior deal?Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:47 AM Full disclosure: I'm a BC Liberal supporter. The only people who would benefit from a NO vote are the BC Liberals. Teachers would be bargaining with no leverage whatsoever and would be viewed by a large segment of the population as unreasonable. The BC Liberals then get portray themselves as the only party capable of dealing with the BCTF. schreck! says that the BCTF has the government on the ropes, but he couldn't be farther from the truth. The government wants people to view the BCTF as their primary opponent. Disputes like this just shore up the BC Liberal base and protect its right flank. Any half-baked recall campaign will only reinforce that. It's true teachers aren't going to recoup the lost wages from the strike. I would suggest to you that that means this job action was probably not in teachers' interests, especially without any sort of appreciable strike fund. This is the best deal teachers were ever going to get with this government and people should have been able to recognize that in June. If you want my advice (which you probably don't), it would be to spend the next 5 years building up a strike fund, electing better leaders, and hiring a professional negotiating team. Don't bring a knife to a gunfight and expect things to go well. Focus on getting the best deal you can from whoever the government is rather than trying to change the government, the HST, Kinder Morgan or a thousand different issues that distract from education and erode the union's finances further. You'd be doing yourself a favour, and probably doing the NDP a favour at the same time. Also, if schreck! is David Schreck, you can thank his opposition to STV for the last two BC Liberal majorities. I know I do.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:11 PM One step would be to stop making political contributions to the NDP. This only contributes to the childish animosity and lack of trust that has constantly characterized negotiations. How else can the Socreds/Liberals view teachers except as enemies when they so publicly support their opponents. This stupid confrontational immature approach has to STOP!!!!! Education should not be a political fight when it is so obviously a valuable benefit to our society. It was an NDP government that legislated teachers back to work in 1993. Stop making education a political fight.Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:10 PM I don't think they have to go that far. CUPE and the Nurses still contribute to the NDP yet they don't have the same acrimonious relationship. CUPE and the Nurses just make their members their priority, and broader advocacy second.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:55 PM Ryan (possibly a Liberal paid commenter), with all due respect, I disagree with you. The cumulative increase in lieu of this will be better. Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can. I say to Iker, ask for 6% over 3 years because these people love to play the 15% over 15 year game to make it so big on the surface. Some people think that this is 15% every year. Believe me! I have seen it in comment sections. Others believe that the 15% is too high not understanding that they must divide things over the duration of the contract. It is time that we play it smarter. It is time to put the foot down and ask for money given to us by other unions, if it is needed. Banks can accept one late mortgage payment. It would be suicidal for them to not help. Imagine the possible damage if that ever leaks out. They could lose a lot in teacher money. I for one would pull my money out of a bank in support! Teachers are going to show this government that we have a spine! Enough is enough! Aren't you tired of being treated like kids? (Retired teacher who almost died in a car accident because of work conditions that were horrendous. I had to quit.)Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 AM Not paid by the BC Liberals. I pay them actually... :/ I imagine astroturfers of any affiliation wouldn't disclose their bias. "Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can." How did that work in May 2013? If the teachers reject a contract that their own union endorsed, it will make teachers seem unreasonable. Whether that perception is true or fair is irrelevant. It's what will happen, and teachers will be weaker as a result. Take my advice. Build up a strike fund and focus on the internal governance of the BCTF for the next 6 years. You'll be better off for it. Or not. I don't mind you or others making it easier for the party I support to get elected. I'd just rather not see kids and teachers hurt in the process.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:37 AM Ah! The "don't-hurt-kids" card, hey, when you have underfunded education for 12 years! WOW! That takes the cake! Are your trolling? Oh! You are serious? :) Would you be surprised if I don't follow your advice, considering your lack of logic? Would you be surprised if others don't follow your advice? It is ttue that bullies like you and your ilks love to show who is the boss, who is the teacher now! I suspect that is at the root of the problem! No one wants to fail in school! No one wants to get the strap! Sad that today's teachers don't like it too! But, who cares, we are ... teachers! We deserve it! BAH! BAH! BAH!Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:22 PM That's fine. I look forward to another 16 years of BC Liberal government.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:41 PM 16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate! Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan! Sociopaths do that!Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 9:35 AM "16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate!" 16 years of our opponents still don't understand why they lost. Like I said, that's fine with me. If I said the Liberals would be in power for at least another 13 years back in 2004 you probably would have laughed too. Heck, if I told you on May 13 last year that the BC Liberals would be reelected on May 14 you'd probably have laughed too. And you were wrong. Why is that? Answer that question if you want the NDP to win the next election. Without a correct answer to it, the NDP's cause is hopeless. "Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan!" You feel they are flawed, and that's fine. I don't go around calling people who disagree with me sociopaths, nor do I accuse them of being paid shills. But I also don't feel much need to address your ad hominems. There are logical arguments to support your position, but argumentum ad hominem is not one of them. It's a textbook logical fallacy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 1:15 PM Ah! Now I get it! It is all ego-based! You think because you voted the winning party that you are a winner and we are losers! You think because you predicted that the Liberals would win, you are winner. That does not make YOU a winner or the Liberals! It is called DEMOGRAPHICS, you expletives. The baby boomers are getting old and because they have more assets and won't make a whole lot more for too long, they need to vote a govn't who is going to do just that! It is not rocket science! WOW! You think you are so superior when your party stole an election with 47% of the popular vote. That's not a majority and your party should not have been elected. BTW, did you delete from your ethical memory the words Ethnic voting scandal? The field is slanted and you know it. However, you are so willing to minimize, forget the scams and bad fairplay tactics like a sociopath is allowed to minimize or ignore his or victims emotions that you don't see that you are the loser, we are the victim of your constant bullying. 1% wage increases after years of 0% increases and you can justify that when Yahoo reports that the average Canadian can hope to get 2.5% this and next year: https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html You Liberals behave like fascists, but we can't call you that because that's not allowed! Well! Guess what? It is and you are. Live with it! You keep on dreaming you are a genius! :) I am retired, getting soon a nice pension, and laughing at you from a beach somewhere! AHAHA! Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 2:14 PM What's with the name calling Peter? For someone claiming to be retired you really don't show the wisdom of age. For someone who talks about logic, you use logical fallacies like ad hominems a lot too. It's a fair point that the BC Liberals didn't get a majority of the vote (and I'm a very big supporter of electoral reform). The BC Liberals + Conservatives did though, and I don't think it's realistic to expect the BC Conservatives to have been more generous had they been part of government. Last time I checked I just voted. I didn't "victimize" anyone. Perhaps your rage is misplaced. If you think the election was "stolen" I'm afraid I have to question your grasp on reality though. "Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?" I'm glad you'll have a pleasant retirement Peter. I have no ill will towards you. I'm not sure why you think I do. I'm not saying people were *right* to vote BC Liberal. That's a matter of opinion. All I'm saying is people *did* vote BC Liberal. More voted BC Liberal than BC NDP for the last 5 elections in a row actually. You need to understand why that happened in order to change it for the next election. Clearly you're not interested in that though. Which is fair enough. Just remember next time you're upset about something the BC Liberals do that your lack of interest is part of why the BC Liberals get elected at all.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 3:23 PM I love your culture --or the lack of thereof! Guess what, stop thinking averybody is white and must follow your little rules. Namecalling? Sociopath? Whaaaat? And, what if you are? Still can't call you that? :) You fascist right-wingers are big on censorship! I just don't like you giving us lessons on how to get the NDP in. As stated, people are voting right of the NDP because it is a matter of demographics and a little ethnic vote buying on the side. The rest is mumbo jombo. Yes, of course, they will have to go on strike in the future and yes they will have to build a strike fund. The Liberals stole that from the BCTF too! And, you wonder why I don't have any respect for them? Yes, electoral reform is needed! We agree!Delete Reply JJ GeorgeSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:46 AM As a parent, I support the teachers and respect whether they choose to vote yes or no. However I noticed a discrepancy here from other information I've read regarding prep time for elementary teachers. Here it states minimal improvement to prep time - only 10 minutes per week being added. Elsewhere I read that it is 100 minutes per week for prep, increasing by an additional 10 minutes in the final year. That is a significant difference, and worth noting. Or have I completely misunderstood?ReplyDelete Replies Anne-MarieSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:59 AM Elementary teachers currently have 90 minutes of preparation time per week so an increase to 100 minutes per week is only gaining 10 minutes. In other provinces and some private schools they have as much as 45 minutes of prep time per day.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:56 PM Thank you for inquiring!Delete DW ZSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:57 PM You're right JJ George. There is a significant difference around the province regarding preparation times. In my district elementary teachers currently get 100 minutes of prep time. This new proposal is useless to me. I'll have to wait 6 years to gain an extra 10 minutes. Delete Reply UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:11 AM Almost nobody gets cost of living adjustments. Also inflation is NOT 2%. Do some research and look at the CPI for BC over the last 24 months. The average over the last 2 years is 0.7%, not 2%. The CPI changes every month so you cant just look at the highest month and declare that THE inflation rate. Check out the 12 month averages document for the actual numbers. http://www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/StatisticsBySubject/Economy/ConsumerPriceIndex.aspx All that being said I support the teachers. if you think this is a bad deal as a parent my dream would be for the teachers to vote no but continue bargaining because I do think the kids need to be in school and I do fear that the teachers will lose all support if the strike continues. All I ask as a parent is that you do your own research and try not to be swayed by all the opinions. ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:01 AM Inflation for August was 2.1% (http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/economy/cpi-report-expected-to-reveal-rise-in-canadas-core-inflation-rate/article20593943/). The CPI is a year-over-year calculation.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:43 AM Inflation should be looked at as a yearly average, not an individual month.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:34 PM The lawyers do not believe we have compromised our court deal. Our leadership would not have sold us out. We dodged a bullet. The Premier had something loaded even if we are not sure what it was. The idea that we could simply return to work is not guaranteed. I think a no vote could easily lead to the Liberals locking us out again because the Premier wants to crush us and she will use any excuse. She did not want to take the advice of her people and do this deal. I am certain a plan for drastic action (where we have to take the concessions they had planned) or worse - was in place. We can't guarantee the press will do any better job explaining the complexities should we say no. They rarely sided with us in markets outside of Vancouver where people are more political and they often misled or allowed others to mislead. They are not helping and would sensationalize. This would see dissolution of support very quickly - especially if we asked for wages. (Though admittedly it angers me that we can't ask for wages without being accused of being greedy when that is what most bargaining units do). But we have argued this is about kids and while this is not ideal - it is better to have teachers than not. The deal does suck in that it does not bring us to par - but this fight needs to be won with a strategy that is political and capacity will do that in another round. We have some support - but it is limited to the choir. We need to have the pews too. We need to build that capacity while working and continue to find allies because the fight is bigger than most people want to consider. This is about ideology and about privatization. Education always was political but never more so than now and we have to fight this party or the conservatives who would do the same or worse. No teacher who is responsible can ignore the politics any longer. That is simply the truth. If you work in the system you better get informed and you better be prepared to fight until retirement for the system. That said, I want to ask the same question others are asking: Why is this the job of 42,000 teachers and not the job of all citizens who want equality to fight for this right? It is time (while the conversation is still on-going and up to and including election night) for us to guide the public where we can but mainly play our part by not propping the system up. Make poverty known. Make noise about shortfalls, ask questions (in the media or in board offices ) about who is going to fix it instead of paying ourselves, volunteer some but wait for the pubic to step up so they see what schools lack. I hate the deal too. But I trust Vince Ready and Iker and I don't think we could have done better right now. I think we dodged a bullet because I have read everything this government has put out and followed the trail. They plan to privatize and they are just looking for the route. Voting YES for now does not mean we are giving up. It does not mean a win in the way we wanted but we have won a battle that will lead to us winning the war. If we don't rest up and stock up we might not get there.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:57 PM Well, if it is bigger than just this battle, then we will need ALL the unions to strike if they do indeed use drastic (draconian) measures. I say it is time for ALL of the unions to call a general strike. I guarantee that they will not like that one bit. What will they do then? Call the army? :) People in Europe, at the end of the 19th century stood up in mines. General strikes do occur in Europe and have. If you think you had it tough, think of them who stood tall for US in tougher times and conditions. Make sacrifices. Sell furniture. Tutor on the side. Ask for the BCTF money. Ask your banker to help. As friends and relatives. If we say NO, it won't last long. If they legislate us back, let's call a general province-wide strike of all unions. Delete Reply Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:47 AM Between CC's smug smile as she celebrates slaughtered teachers and Jim Iker's goofy grin - seemingly unaware that he has been a willing puppet, I am thoroughly disgusted. Over the next 5 years, teachers will be in an increasingly bad situation financially, classrooms will continue to be too large and complex with increasing medical, social and environmental issues impacting academic delivery. It could not be less obvious that things will continue to worsen. The Liberals have ensured that BC is rapidly becoming the Canadian Monaco for rich off shore interests and wealthy corporations. Soon the underpaid "workers" will have to be bussed in daily to Vancouver - Asian style. The only recourse is to move to just about any other province and bring in up to $100,000 more over the six years with much less cost of living. So we are bailing, encouraged by friends who have gotten positions in Manitoba and Alberta. My colleagues and I discovered through contacting several school boards across Canada that specialist (special needs and behavioural) and secondary science teachers are in particular demand. I want to work in a professional, respectful environment where the needs of all children are considered a priority and where I feel inspired to do my best. However, I want my vote to reflect the wishes of teachers who will be here over the next 6 (5) years, so very much appreciate your blog and opportunity to read the comments.ReplyDelete Bert SlaterSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:11 AM To vote YES will throw away 12 years of effort, and 2 victories in BC Supreme Court. To vote YES will be to snatch defeat from the jaws of victory. If you vote YES what bargaining power do you think you will have - the government will do nothing, and then what do you think you will do - take job action? PLEASE VOTE NO.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:59 PM Time to show you have a spine!Delete Reply RodSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:06 AM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Cool HandSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 AM Wouldn't a 'No' vote be a vote of no confidence in the BCTF itself?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:02 AM Not at all. It is just a message to the leadership we need to do better. The strength of the union is the members, and we support the leadership by giving them direction through democratic means.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:40 PM I disagree. How else can a recommendation by the EC to vote yes be interpreted? Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:00 PM I am sure people will interpret this both ways, but it is a vote. If it is supposed to be a "Yes", because it might be interpreted one way, then why bother having a vote?Delete Kate TSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:07 AM Yes , it would be. I don't think we could come out much better than this with this government. How will a No obtain that? Christy will be happy, she can declare the BCTF gone and roll out her plan to privatize. Delete Reply David DeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:06 AM A no vote would be a rejection of a the court victories defied by the government and an inadequate deal containing some vague promises that won't meet the needs of teachers or students on class size and other important issues.In Ontario elementary teachers get 200 minutes of prep time per 5 day cycle. I know there is financial hardship, but the union has received close to $2 million in donations from other unions; is there no way of accessing hardship funds? At minimum, vote no and return to work on work to rule with various strike options.ReplyDelete Erica JonesSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:25 AM This article actually makes me so mad. It is NOT better for the kids that they have missed almost all of june and all of september. This is what you signed up for in BC as a teacher. Get on board or GET OUT.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:20 PM Is this really what teachers signed up for? At my high school, each class has about 30 kids, with an average of 17 kids per classroom with an identified learning disability. Our district says that there should be no more than 4 kids per classroom.. How do you expect non-specialist teachers to help each student when over half of them require more resources because of a learning disability? Furthermore, are you generalizing the "better-ness" to all the kids in BC? Because I don't think that it would be better if kids went back considering the learning environment isn't up to par. There are barely any Education Assistants, and support teachers for the multitude of children who need them. While I recognize and appreciate your enthusiasm for education, please realize that the public school system isn't a daycare. Also, please think about your words and the learning environment prior to speaking out. By the way, we're not an autocracy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:08 PM I can understand your frustration! Understand mine! I almost died at 7:30 pm one night returning from teaching a FI split class with several students who did not get enough support or no support at all. The principal expressed to me that he expected me to teach 2 different social studies programs and 2 different science programs. ANYONE I talked to knows that this is impossible to do, especially in French Immersion when kids get no support at home and books are often too hard for students to read. I had to quit my job. I did it for me and did it for the kids. I was like a surgeon who is asked to operate on 5 patients with an old scalpel with 2 inexperienced nurses. Predictably, 4 patients would die and I would be reprimanded! Teachers are put in terrible conditions and kids too. I hope you have the openmind to consider the reality of this honest personal anecdote. I also wish you to understand that this is likely not an isolated incident. What will it take? A kid to commit suicide because he or she is not getitng enough support?Delete Reply hilarySeptember 17, 2014 at 10:29 AM It is incorrect to equate lost funding with what the teachers would have received in grievances. The two are not equivalent. The starting position of the BCTF was $225M, so they never expected $3B to resolve grievances. I'm also interested to know where you get your figures on overcrowded classrooms. A recent Globe and Mail article says that classrooms are, on average, smaller than the caps set in 2002.ReplyDelete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:36 AM The signing bonus should be roughly $2500 each: 105 million divided by 41 thousand.ReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:53 AM It is not that simple. The $105 million is to be allocated by the union. The term "signing bonus" has been crossed off on the signed document. Some of that money may be used to pay union debts. Don't know this but clarification would be useful.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:16 PM Just quoting from the CBC news website, "And finally there are details of $105-million fund to settle grievances stemming from the ongoing court case. The BCTF says that money will be given out as a signing bonus, with specific amount yet to be determined."Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:34 AM I think it would be smart to put at least part of it into your strike fund.Delete Reply WheelsSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:55 AM If the money is used as a signing bonus, it should be based on FTEReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:12 PM Yes I am sure it will be based on FTE. The question is how much of the $105 Million is actually distributed. This is up to the union, and I am told that it is yet to be decided.Delete GuruSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:44 PM And don't forget all the retired teachers who are entitled to a share of it.Delete Reply Geoff OrmeSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:18 PM In another discussion of this someone suggested that under BC Labour Law a no vote means rejection of the proposed deal, and that means the strike continues until either: - the union in question elects to stand down - another tentative deal is presented or - the government imposes a legislated contract. I think the last of these is the most likely, and I believe the legislated contract would be draconian and brutal. What do you think, Tara? Also, I would appreciate your thoughts on Sandy Garossino's comments at https://storify.com/Garossino/should-teachers-accept-the-contractReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:14 PM If this is so, in a few month (likely a couple of years), teachers will win so much more with a Supreme Court judgment! It is possible that the Liberals know that the higher courts are stacked by Liberal judges (that is what happen when judges are chosen, not elected). In any case, a negative settlement (or not a great judgment) will galvinize the public to reform the way the Supreme court judges are being chosen. I doubt that any govn't will want that to happen. A legislated contract will make the LIbs look like sociopaths and dictators.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:47 PM Peter I think you are expecting far too much from the public, many of whom are only paying attention to this matter due to kids being home from school. The public are not remotely this savvy on the political process.Delete Reply IslanderSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:09 PM I am a continuing education teacher. We have it even worse and we are not listened to enough about our poor conditions. Those include no prep time (and we do have to mark and do report cards many times a year sometimes and commonly for 30 students in a class), travelling to different schools with no compensation, and having next to no breaks in between 3 hour classes. I worked for two years with no lunch break and taught 6 hours straight (just 15 min. breaks) to be told, "don't complain since there are others who will do it". We then got 15 min. breaks in between classes. Most of our students are wealthy immigrants, many who try to stay in classes as long as possible since the classes are free. After spending a year in Germany, I realize how better organized it is where the immigrants pay to learn the language on a sliding scale, and have to pay for a student book as well for each class. We do not even have text books, but photocopy so much at tax payers' expense. This is not right. I then teach summer school since we were not on a 12 month continual salary and most of those students are also immigrants (at least 75%). This is also free and it is becoming so common and the new immigrants know this is free babysitting and tutoring. I think one main problem is that we have so many new immigrants in our classes who need ESL like this article states about our inclusion style of education nowadays: http://www.vancouversun.com/life/Shelley+Fralic+trouble+with+schools/10203596/story.html I am honored to be teaching and like my job, but it does get exhausting especially since I need two or three jobs to pay the mortgage that I now no longer have.. back to renting since it all I can afford in this city that has become so expensive. And many don't realize that it is very very difficult to get to full time work as a teacher here. There was a formula that made it take about 10 years to get to f/t (now finally changed). I have been without pay for 3 months, and now had to finally rent a place in anticipation of returning to work, so I have to vote "yes", but please keep the comments coming for what alternatives we have. Maybe we have to just educate the public in a better way than picketing; maybe get out and walk around malls and talk to people and hand out pamphlets on how this liberal government is hurting this. Most Asians (probably just the new who are from such a different system) are already against the teachers since they do not seem to understand what is going on. http://www.vancouversun.com/Business/asia-pacific/Chuck+Chiang+Many+Asian+families+place+blame/10202757/story.htmlReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:17 PM First of all, myn thoughts are with you! I think your ideas about using different strategies is smart. Picketing is not a very good strategy to let people know about things. I think using the membership to flood media comment sections would be more effective. Going to talk to the public might be a good idea along with this, I think. Phone the BCTF and ask for support.Delete Reply Marsha HolleySeptember 17, 2014 at 1:36 PM A teachers wife Vote no you have come to far to back down. It is a -----Y DEAL. ReplyDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:45 PM Ask yourself WHY teachers cannot get 1/2 of the average increase in salary of the private sector? (The Libs will tell you because there are sooooooo many teachers, but I also hear that there are provinces where there is a need for teachers!) TORONTO - A new study says that Canadians, on average, can expect about the same size salary increase next year as in 2014. Human resources consultants Pal Benefits says a survey of 401 organizations, mainly in Ontario, Alberta and British Columbia, projected salary increase for 2015 at an average of 2.79 per cent. That was almost unchanged from the 2.74 per cent average increase projected in last year's survey. Meanwhile, in addition to the average salary increase remaining relatively steady year over year, the survey found that the percentage of employers who plan to freeze salaries appears to have stabilized at eight per cent —in the same percentages as was projected in 2014. Breaking down the numbers further, the survey found the average salary increase anticipated in the engineering, financial services and high technology sectors was three per cent. That compared with an average of 2.5 per cent on the low end for organizations in durable manufacturing. https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.htmlReplyDelete "Mama Rose"September 17, 2014 at 9:12 PM I used to agree with you, Tara, and appreciate you bringing these items to your blog to get us all thinking. But after a very long night and day of research and discussion, I realize I will be voting yes tomorrow. Here is why: I don't care about salary or benefit increases. That is not why I went on strike. I don't care if this tentative deal is not good for teachers. That's not why I went on strike either. For me, the single most important issue is class size and composition. I want to work in a classroom where I have enough time and resources available to me to adequately help all the students I teach. And while it is true that this tentative deal will not change anything in the classrooms right now (or at least most of our classrooms), I realized that we couldn't actually make changes in that area because the issues of cs and c is before the courts. When I made that connection and realized that this round of bargaining was really about a "good enough" agreement regarding wages, then the deal seems, well... good enough. BUT, the best part, is the language the BCTF legal team made around the furture court decision (the re-opener). They have it in writing that if we win the court case (which is likely) and when we have to start bargaining class size and comp again (that is exactly what Justice Susan Griffin said we would have to do) we will be STARTING from the 2002 levels. To make this simple to understand, I explained it to my friends using a number line. With this new language, the BCTF starts the next round of bargaining at say a 50. The government will want us to go to 10 or 15, and we'll compromise and end up maybe 25. But WITHOUT that language, we would have started bargaining at a 10 and only gone down from there. So I do believe it is the best deal possible, it still factors in the biggest issue (from my perspective), we do not lose the important gains of the past, and most importantly, everyone gets to go back to school.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 PM Mam Rose, I appreciate your point of view and your courage. However, let me point out to you and the readers that a decision at the BC supreme court might not turn out the way teachers anticipate. We all know that judges are appointed and who does the appointing? "All justices of the BCSC (including the position of Chief Justice and Associate Chief Justice) are appointed by the federal cabinet, on recommendation of the Minister of Justice. Masters are appointed by the provincial cabinet, on recommendation of the Attorney General in consultation with the Chief Justice." (Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Supreme_Court_of_British_Columbia) Now, I would like to think that all of those people are objective, but they are appointed and we know that there are political appointments. They have a lot of discretion over the laws and judgments. I am willing to bet that the BC Liberals do know this and are betitng the farm (or do they know something we don't know) that the Supreme Courts are stacked against teachers? So, I am not sure if we can count on a WIN if we proceed with the court ruling. I think we would be better to negotiate and negotiate a better deal.Delete Reply retaSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:57 AM Yes...no...yes...no...The last two days have been this. I’ve read so many articles and comments over the past few months and, I can say, I have learned a lot. I know this is not a great deal for teachers right now. I will be voting yes. This is why… 1. The children. Without going into the multiple issues (e.g., grad, post secondary, trades, sports, global education/trips, planned activities, those with varying degrees of special needs, those that need a soft place to land, etc., etc.) the children need to get on with their education. 2. The parents. For many parents, this strike is a financial burden. We do not like to be called baby sitters, but for many living below the poverty line, school is a financial relief. Winter is coming; gas bills will be expensive. 3. Poverty. Remember, BC has the highest child poverty rate in Canada. Schools feed and clothe numerous children. 4. The other systems educators work collaboratively with. MFCD, CYMH, foster parents, group homes, and the multitude of non-profit agencies that support vulnerable children and families are bursting at the seams. We are a part of that team. 5. CUPE. While some have been paid during this strike, that money is coming from districts. It was not provided by the government. And, CUPE is a partner in education - from the bus drivers to the tech dept to custodians to secretaries to EAs and so on. 6. Small Businesses. In our little towns, the school district is the number one employer. There is a direct cause-effect relationship between loss of wage and loss of business. 7. Money. The amount of money that is needed to reverse the erosion of the public education system over numerous years cannot be recouped in one sitting. This agreement is a start. It’s not much but the stage has been set. 8. THE COURT CASE. That is why we were on strike. All the other stuff could have been resolved months ago, but our government was working hard to make the court case go away. Well, it still exists. I consider that the victory. We live to fight another day (as rhetorical as that sounds) AND I hope people actually read the ruling and think critically about how a loss could impact the future of the Charter of Rights, and the power of government to contravene those rights. I am guessing we will vote to ratify as so many fear “what’s next?” from this government. It’s nasty business, and I think legislation would be next. VALUING PUBLIC EDUCATION needs to come from a STRONG, CONSISTENT public voice. If we do ratify the agreement, and those in the profession and public think we've given up, we have not. We’ve been fighting for years. We just haven’t been heard… until now. ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:21 AM I understand your point of view, but sometimes you have to fight to get what you want. This is a VERY bad deal, considering: Other people get on average 2.5% salary increases last year and this year and the next and the rest of us get 1% and must feel happy if we do.? (https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html) THIS DEAL is a horrendously BAD deal for kids/parents as well, of course. We are going to continue to be humiliated and be the laughing stock of many people of this province. After a decade of paycuts, WOW, this is what they are willing to offer! WOW! WOW! WOW!Delete Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:30 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Reply Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:37 PM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:08 PM Let's cross our fingers! I think we need a general strike by all unions if CC legislates teachers back. It is time to put the foot down and tell her and the Liberals that, as in the movie Network,"I am mad as hell and I won't take it anymore!"Delete Reply Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 8:26 PM Needs help on some stats for an online debate Looking for the last 10 or 15 years of contractual salary increases in %. So, 1% for 2001, 0% for 2002,...ReplyDelete Children FirstSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:00 PM Well it's all done now. Really hope the teacher's can find another angle to deal with class size and composition as well as student funding. The government will make sure the coming court case never swings your way no matter what. 2nd most expensive place to live in the the world!!! Wonder why and where the money goes??? ReplyDelete AnonSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 PM I'm an outsider, but have followed closely this whole fiasco and this is a RAW deal. Your union hung you out to dry on this one - taking a really bad deal (clearly no one from the BCTF had rudimentary math skills in their toolbox) and then publicly encouraging to the media that teachers accept the deal....what choice did you have - a no vote would have outraged the public. I could go on and on, but the bottom line, in my opinion, is that your union better get some stronger leaders who are PR and technology savvy. Out with Iker and the rest of those who bargained on your behalf - they just got ......well , we know that happened. Whew, can't even believe how screwed you got, absolutely amazing - nothing meaningful gained in the big picture and only very minor gains for a small group of people, bigger losses for the majority.. Wow - I better stop now. Best of luck. Thanks for all you do for our children. ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ▼  September (9) Reflections on the BC Teacher Strike BC Teacher strike - Lessons learned Response to Sandy Garossino Will the Education Fund improve classroom conditio... Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Class composition: a human rights perspective Class size and composition - a short visual histor... Guest post - I WILL HOLD THE LINE Teachers - let your leadership know it is time to ... ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7240&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 3, November/December 2005 Fine disbursement by Jinny Sims Thank you to all local leaders and members who put forward suggestions for groups to receive donations from the $500,000 fine. The BCTF considered over 50 organizations that had either sent a request directly to the Federation or had been suggested by members. The process that the BCTF had to follow required that: the Federation seek BCPSEA’s agreement to any recipients being proposed. the list agreed on between the parties be submitted to court. the judge make the final determination. The full-time table officers used the following criteria to select eight organizations to propose to BCPSEA: The donations should: a. have a province-wide or broader impact. b. advance the key elements of the stand that teachers took. c. acknowledge the support teachers received and build on alliances. d. be consistent with the BCTF commitment to social justice. Key elements of the Taking a Stand action were: a. standing up for improvements in learning conditions for students. b. standing up for bargaining rights. c. standing up for the teaching profession. d. standing up for a strong and stable public education system. e. standing up for justice and equality. The Federation proposed the following groups to BCPSEA: United Way, specifically province-wide projects helping children The organizations that belong to the BCTF Special Education Partners’ Group (Autism Community Training Society, BC Association for Community Living, BC Branch of the Canadian Hard of Hearing Association, Down Syndrome Research Foundation and Resource Centre, Family Network for Deaf Children, Family Support Institute, Federation of Invisible Disabilities, Learning Disability Association of BC, Special Needs Adoptive Parents’ Association) Kids Around the World Museum RR Smith Memorial Foundation Fund (directed to scholarships and bursaries for education students, foundation run by the Retired Teachers’ Association) Labour Heritage Centre World Peace Forum Public Education Research Foundation (foundation attached to the Charter for Public Education) International Writers’ Festival BCPSEA agreed to the United Way, RR Smith Memorial Foundation Fund, the organizations in the Special Education Partners Group and the Kids Around the World Museum. On Friday, Judge Brown approved the following: United Way—$175,000 Special Ed Partners Group Organizations—$175,000 to be divided equally among the nine groups RR Smith Memorial Foundation Fund—$150,000. The lawyer for the Attorney General’s office, which had intervenor status in the case, made it clear that the ministry did not want the BCTF to appear to earn goodwill from this fine. He suggested that the money should not go to charities, it should not fund any pet projects that the BCTF already support, and the BCTF should not be getting its name on any plaques as a result of the donations. He also suggested that the fine should be contributed to the premier’s literacy initiatives. The BCTF Executive Committee is pleased with the judge’s decision to allow the donations to go to the charities listed above and is confident that the fine money will be put to very good use. Jinny Sims is the BCTF’s president.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11278,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2001 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 14, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 2001 BCTF and wide range of unions protest funding freeze by Garry Litke BCTF President David Chudnovsky joined an impressive array of union leaders at the Legislature on October 23, 2001, making presentations to the Select Standing Committee on Finance and Government Services. Their message was clear. The Liberal government is breaking its campaign promises, destroying jobs, cutting services to citizens, and threatening the quality of life in British Columbia. Speaking specifically about education, Chudnovsky admonished the government to keep its promise to maintain and enhance funding for public education. "The government promised to protect and improve education," he said. "For that to be meaningful, there must be additional money put into the education budget. The three-year freeze announced recently means deep cuts to education programs." He reported that B.C. teachers are already contributing $45 million of their personal money, an average of $1,000 each, for classroom resources that the system does not provide. That is double the average found in the rest of Canada. "Teachers cannot subsidize the system any more," he said. Chudnovsky presented a BCTF brief to the government financial committee (available at www.bctf.ca/publications/EdFunding/2002Brief/) and addressed some of the issues raised in the document: The three-year funding envelope may be beneficial in assisting school boards in their planning, but all the advantages will disappear in the context of a funding freeze. Increased school board autonomy in funding may be helpful as long as it is not just a euphemism for downloading costs to local government. Administration caps and targeted funding should not be removed. The government says education dollars should be spent on students, but evidence from the Cariboo-Chilcotin district, for example, shows that boards will increase administrative spending even while they are cutting programs, reducing staff, and closing schools. That should not be permitted. Any proposed funding formula must be readily transparent so that teachers and the wider community can hold boards accountable. School districts currently spend more than the government allotment for students with special needs. However, B.C. spends less than other jurisdictions. In presenting the CUPE brief, President Barry O’Neil also focussed on education. He expressed a fear that the funding freeze would reduce service for students with special needs. He reminded the committee that reductions in janitorial and custodial staff would mean dirty, unhealthy learning conditions for kids. "When kids are placed in that environment, they tend to believe that what’s going on around them is not very important," he said. After the presentations to the standing committee, the union leaders walked across the street to join the 800 union members who filled the lobby of the Royal Museum to overflowing. At the rally, speeches from Jim Sinclair (B.C. Federation of Labour), George Heyman (BCGSEU), Fred Muzin (HEU), David Chudnovsky, and others told a cheering crowd that working people of British Columbia would not tolerate a government agenda that cut jobs and reduced services for the poor, the elderly, the young, and the sick. "Welcome to the first public consultation on the budget process," announced Sinclair, who then exhorted government to rescind the tax cuts being planned for January for the wealthiest British Columbians and corporations. "The people in this room are sending a strong message to government," exclaimed Heyman. "It’s wonderful to see you here!" "This is democracy in action, and it’s just the beginning," declared Muzin. "We will not be divided," maintained Chudnovsky, reflecting the feeling of unity in the room. The spending freeze on health and education directly contradicts Liberal campaign commitments. The BCTF and its friends and colleagues in the wider labour movement will continue to advocate with a unified voice as massive cuts to the education system are being contemplated. Garry Litke is an assistant director in the BCTF’s Bargaining Division. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11188,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2002 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 14, Number 4, Jan./Feb. 2002  B.C. home to greatest wealth gap in Canada The Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives analysis of wealth distribution in Canada by region shows that deep inequalities in the distribution of wealth exist across Canada, but especially in B.C. B.C. is home to both the highest average wealth in Canada and the largest gap between the richest and poorest households. The wealthiest 10% of family units held 54.6% of the province’s personal wealth at last count (compared with 53% nationally), and the top 50% held 95.7% (compared with 94.4% nationally). The bottom 50% of British Columbians hold only 4.3% of personal wealth. Average wealth for the richest 10% is almost $1.4 million; the poorest 10% hold average net debt of $8,126, worse than in any other region except the Atlantic. The gap between richest and poorest in B.C. is significantly higher than in any other region. "These numbers debunk the myth that B.C. has been a tough place to be rich," says Steve Kerstetter, a research associate with the CCPA and a former director of the National Council of Welfare. "Clearly, the wealthiest in B.C. are doing very well. And it’s not just a small number of poor people who are being left behind. These numbers underline the tenuous financial position of a surprisingly large portion of the population." Kerstetter says he is concerned with the direction taken by the current provincial government. "One of the major challenges facing B.C. is how to deal with the problem of inequality. Tax cuts that primarily benefit high-income earners, cuts to government spending, and a so-called training wage are policies that contribute to greater inequality. Before going any further, the government needs to re-evaluate its policy direction in light of these numbers." The analysis is available on the centre’s web site: www.policyalternatives.ca. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/issues/research.aspx?id=5862&printPage=true,BCTF > School District # 43, Coquitlam: A community and school district profile  	Untitled Page  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Issues in Education > Inclusive Education > Research Project School District # 43, Coquitlam: A community and school district profile by Anne Field March, 2003 1. The district communities The Coquitlam school district encompasses three communities: Coquitlam, Port Coquitlam, and Port Moody, also known as the “Tri-cities”, and two villages, Anmore and Belcarra. They are situated together at the eastern reach of the Burrard Inlet, in B.C.’s populous lower mainland. For convenience, this report will use “Coquitlam” to encompass all five. Coquitlam School District has the third largest student enrolment in B.C., and is the largest employer in the five communities it serves. Other major employers are CP Rail, Konings Wholesale, Riverview and Eagle Ridge hospitals, and the City of Coquitlam. Hospitality and retail businesses (e.g., hotels, grocery/retail stores), transportation (buses, taxis, trucking) companies, and “light” industry are also significant employment providers. Information from several sources describes a range of district and community characteristics that constitute the context for the education of Coquitlam’s school-age residents. The Ministry of Education’s Data Management Branch produces a useful annual profile of the school district community, which can be found on the Ministry web site. Based on the 2002/03 Ministry profile of Coquitlam (referencing 1996 Census data), the total school district population in 1996 was 171,040. 67.5% of families in the district had children at home (compared to 60.8% provincially), with lone-parent families comprising 13.6% of all families in the district (13.8% provincially). Coquitlam residents’ average annual income is higher than the provincial average, and their unemployment rate lower. In terms of the total district population compared to the provincial average, a slightly lower percentage of people in Coquitlam either attended or gained degrees from universities, while a higher percentage held trade certificates compared to the provincial average. A higher percentage in Coquitlam completed secondary education with a certificate/diploma than the provincial average, while the percentage of the population who attended school after Grade 9 but left without certification was less than the provincial average. In terms of the percentage of the population by mother tongue, 73.4% of Coquitlam residents spoke English as their first language in 1996, compared to the provincial average of 76.5%. The district’s proportional aboriginal population (2.5% of the school district’s total population) is half that of the provincial average (5.1%). Data from the 2001 Census are now available through the Statistics Canada web site. Selected indicators are charted in the table, below, to allow comparison with 1996 information quoted from the Ministry profile above. \ For example, Coquitlam’s population has grown by slightly more that 10% since 1996, with Anmore and Port Moody showing the highest gains. Unemployment rates for Coquitlam are lower in 2001 than in 1996 (with the exception of Belcarra, at 0.5% higher), and in both years are lower than that for British Columbia as a whole. The proportion of lone parent families in the Tri-Cities in 2001 is comparable to that of B.C., and significantly lower in Anmore and Belcarra. This indicator has increased 1–2% since 1996 (see “single parent families” in the “selected economic indicators” table, below). Data illustrate that Port Moody and Port Coquitlam experienced essentially the same proportion of foreign-born population as the provincial rate in 2001, whereas in Anmore and Belcarra the rates were lower, and in Coquitlam, 10% higher. At 2%, the proportion of Aboriginal-identity population in Coquitlam is half that of the provincial rate (4.4%), both of which have declined since 1996, according to census figures. 2001 Census Data Coquitlam School District Port Moody Coquitlam Port Coquitlam Anmore Belcarra Total or average Population 2001 23,816 112,890 51,257 1,344 682 189,989 1996 20,847 101,820 46,682 961 665 170,975 1996–2001 population change 14.2% 10.9% 9.8% 39.9% 2.6% 4.9% for B.C. Land area (square km) (1996) 25.62 121.68 28.79 27.42 5.46 208.97 Unem-ployment rate 2001 5.7% 7.0% 6.4% 5.1% 3.7% 8.5% for B.C. 1996 6.3% 7.3% 7.7% 4.5% 4.4% 9.6% for B.C. # of lone-parent families 1,005 14.5% 4,590 14.6% 2,205 15.3% 20 5.5% 10 4.5% 15.5% for B.C. Foreign-born population 6,400 26.9% 41,295 36.6% 13,400 26% 245 18% 95 13.9% 26.1% for B.C. Aboriginal identity population 480 2% 1,480 1.3% 1,030 2% 4.4% for B.C. Another source of information about Coquitlam is the "Tri-cities Community Status Report", published by the United Way of the Lower Mainland in the fall of 2002, referencing mainly 1996 Census data, and providing comparisons to the Greater Vancouver Regional District (GVRD) rather than to the province. The chart below shows data from the report relating to selected economic indicators affecting school-age children. Selected economic indicators Coquitlam School District Port Moody Coquitlam Port Coquitlam Anmore Belcarra B.C. 1995 average family income $70,022 $60,783 $58,928 $73,940 $104,147 $56,527 $60,438 (GVRD) Single parent families (1996) 13.6% 13.8% Percentage of families living below the low-income cut-off in 1995 12.2% 19.1% 15.4% 0 0 18.7% (GVRD) Percentage of children (0–12) living below the low-income cut-off in 1995 18% 26.4% 20.5% 0 0 26.4% (GVRD) Females (15+) participating in the labour force (1996) 72% 63.7% 68.3% 61.3% (GVRD) Females (15+) with children under age 6, participating in the workforce (1996) 77.5% 70.2% 68.6% Unemployment (1996) 6.3% 7.3% 7.7% 8.6% (GVRD) Unemployment among youth and young adults (15–24) (1996) 11.7% 12.6% 14.8% While Coquitlam has some affluent areas, there are still many residents who face financial and other challenges, so this must be considered as a factor affecting students in the district. In spite of combined family incomes that compare favourably with the B.C. figure, a significant number of individuals or "economic families" live below the low income cut-off. This widely-used poverty measure, as defined by Statistics Canada, varies depending on family size and community size, but includes the characteristic of spending 54.7% or more of income on clothing, food, and shelter. Taking an average from the table below indicates that 15.5% of Coquitlam residents live in poverty. The figure is higher for children aged 12 and under, at 21.6%. The percentage of women aged 15+ participating in the workforce was higher in Coquitlam than in the Greater Vancouver Regional District as a whole (68%, compared to 61.3%), and an average of 72% of females with children under the age of 6 participated in the workforce. The suburban, "commuter community" nature of the Tri-cities area is borne out by 1996 data concerning percentage of employed labour force (15+) who live and work in the same municipality. The figures are as follows: Coquitlam, 24%; Port Coquitlam, 20.4%; Port Moody, 14.4%. Conversely, 65.6%, 68.6%, and 75.7%, respectively, of the communities’ employed labour force, lived and worked in a different municipality. (The balance either had no fixed workplace or worked outside Canada.) 2. The school district Coquitlam School District’s web site (www.sd43.bc.ca ) reports the following details of the size and scope of the district, based on data collected in September, 2002: 33,159 students 53 elementary schools (Kindergarten to Grade 5) 13 middle schools (Grades 6 to 8) 8 secondary schools (Grades 9-12) 2 alternate secondary schools over 4,000 full-time and part-time employees annual operating budget of $200 million (2001–02 audited financial statements) revenue of $11.36 million from International student fees in 2002–03 (2002–03 audited financial statements) Since 1990, Coquitlam’s student population has risen by 9,000. Growth was strongest from 1990–97 (over 1,000 new students per year), but since 1997 the annual increase has been less than 500 per year, and the district experienced an enrolment decline for the first time in this period in 2002. ESL in Coquitlam Over the last ten years, Coquitlam has experienced growth in ESL enrolments, showing a peak increase of 17.9% of total student enrolment in 1998/99, up from 12.19% in 1994/95. Since that time, however, and coinciding with the year in which a 5-year cap on ESL service was legislated, overall levels have declined to the extent that they are now 1.3% lower than they were a decade ago. The ESL enrolment data for students at the elementary and secondary students have diverged: while numbers for both have risen and fallen over the period, secondary enrolments are now 15% lower than in 1994, and elementary enrolments are up 18.9%. Statistics Canada data from 1996 and 2001 for Coquitlam show that the proportion of residents for whom English is not their first language rose by 5%; over these same five years, ESL enrolments in Coquitlam declined by 18%. The data in the following table are depicted in Graph 1. Coquitlam’s funded ESL enrolment (headcount) Funded ESL enrolment 1994–95 1995–96 1996–97 1997–98 1998–99 1999–00 2000–01 2001–02 2002–03 2003–04 Elementary 2,387 2,968 3,457 3,660 3,769 3,584 3,531 3,042 2,839 2,690 Secondary 1,129 1,529 1,698 2,052 2,072 1,540 1,442 1,180 957 893 Totals 3,516 4,497 5,155 5,712 5,841 5,124 4,973 4,222 3,796 3,583 ESL as % of district enrolment 12.19% 15.06% 16.6% 17.7% 17.9% 15.59% 14.99% 12.59% 11.45% 10.91% Sources: SR 1586A, Headcount enrolment in ESL, various years; SR 1554, Headcount enrolment Funded Special Education enrolments For ease of comparison with data from the current and future school years, Coquitlam’s funded Special Education enrolments are shown in terms of the new levels and categories defined by the Ministry of Education in 2002. Graph 2 in the Appendix provides a visual representation of this data. Coquitlam funded Special Education enrolment, 1996 to 2003 Coquitlam 1996–97 1997–98 1998–99 1999–00 2000–01 2001–02 2002–03 2003–04 Level 1 (Dep H’capped) 25 26 27 31 30 29 33 28 Level 2 (Low Incidence) 374 372 381 398 422 453 444 472 Level 3 (Sev. Behaviour) 292 312 295 291 284 300 311 312 Subtotal 691 710 703 720 736 782 788 812 High Incidence 1,384 1,434 1,476 1,410 1,400 1,470 1,508 1,630 Gifted 799 652 630 642 658 671 731 776 Total 2,874 2,796 2,809 2,772 2,794 2,923 3,027 3,218 Total, prov., incl. gifted 66,605 65,955 67,743 66,350 66,250 65,701 62,220 61,005 total gifted for province 20,743 18,436 18,841 18,322 17,820 16,935 15,720 13,839 Sources: SR 1585, SR 1554 Although the numbers of students identified in Levels 1–4 has increased modestly over the seven years shown in the above table (from 691 in 1996 to 812 in 2003), in terms of proportion of student enrolment, the identification rate changed little (see table below). During the same period, the proportion of students identified with high-incidence special needs rose by 18%, and those identified as Gifted show a decline of 3% overall, after recovering from a cumulative drop of 21% between 1996 and 1998 (from 799 to 630). Coquitlam Special Ed students as % of total enrolment Special Ed enrolments as % of total 1996–97 1997–98 1998–99 1999–00 2000–01 2001–02 2002–03 2003–04 Coquitlam 9.25% 8.68% 8.60% 8.43% 8.42% 8.72% 9.13% 9.80% Province 10.96% 10.71% 11.02% 10.81% 10.85% 10.82% 10.38% 10.26% Sources: SR 1585, SR 1554 The proportion of students with Special Needs compared to the overall student population has grown slightly in Coquitlam since 1996. Over the same eight years, the provincial rate experienced a slight decline. These data are illustrated in Graph 3. Aboriginal students in Coquitlam School District The following chart shows a slight upward trend in the enrolment of Aboriginal students in Coquitlam since 1996, a proportional growth of 0.5%. Coquitlam 1996-97 1997-98 1998-99 1999-2000 2000-01 2001-02 2002-03 2003–04 Aboriginal headcount enrolment 767 858 977 946 1,041 1,099 1,112 1,102 Total student headcount enrolment 31,059 32,212 32,681 32,865 33,182 33,538 33,159 32,838 % Aboriginal enrolment 2.47% 2.66% 2.99% 2.88% 3.14% 3.28% 3.35% 3.07% Source: SR 1587A: Headcount enrolment in Aboriginal Education Programs (Aboriginal ancestry only), various years; SR 1580.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=20410,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 4, January/February 2010  Neoliberalism By Kerry Richardson A few months ago I decided to take in a symposium at Simon Fraser University on the topic, The Future of Neo-Liberalism. It was a cool, sunny autumn day and everything, even the concrete, seemed to sparkle. There I was, brushing shoulders with young, lively students, and learned professors, hearing what I hoped was the latest word on a political phenomenon that has drifted into my field of vision and smouldered there, inviting further investigation. I was teaching in Surrey, in 2002 when Gordon Campbell’s version of Liberal came onto the scene. Within weeks, British Columbia as I knew it began to change dramatically, without warning, and as far as I knew at the time, with neither plan nor purpose being revealed to voters. First of all, there came a billion dollar payout from the government’s coffers described as a tax refund. Apparently, this province had no need of a billion dollars, since services were going to be privatized or cut to the bone. No matter that the NDP had already cut things to the bone—BC had the most efficient civil service in North America, but that was never acknowledged. Likewise, our global standing as a first-rate public education system was kept from the public. The unspoken message was that something had to be fixed, and decisive, harsh measures were required. Teachers saw their ability to bargain working conditions Riced. More legislation forbade protest because teachers were deemed an essential service. Next, legislation was unleashed that changed the balance of power so rapidly there was barely time to grasp the implications of one set of “bills” when another onslaught began. Slogans and message boxes were the order of the day. Citizens who wrote letters to Victoria were being dismissed with impersonal form letters; it was clear that questions were unwelcome, and that a cabinet minister had no obligation to explain or even defend her or his actions to anyone—the election was over. The concept of government working for the people, for the public good was being expunged and replaced with… Well, that is what many of us have been trying to figure out for the last eight years. Because there is nothing ‘liberal’ in the traditional Canadian sense (i.e., Trudeau, Pearson) or even right-wing in the usual BC sense (Gordon Gibson, Social Credit). I was at a loss to fathom who these people were, where they came from, and what informed their very extreme agenda. Which brought me to explore—what exactly was neo-liberalism? The SFU symposium was hosted by several departments, including The Centre for Global Political Economy and the Centre for Labour Studies. The two speakers covered the history from 1947 to today’s version of liberalism and where it seems to be leading. For me, whose experience in economics extends to balancing my chequebook, there were moments of recognition and clarity. It’s alarming to realize that there are forces bent on manipulating and disrupting social stability and claiming every cubic metre of natural resources, including air and water, to serve the chosen few. Who chose the few? Well, certainly not you and me, my friend; democracy has no place in this pursuit. A new capitalism has evolved since the 1970s and it has gone by a few names—neo-conservatism, the corporate agenda, and more recently, neo-liberalism. In economic terms, liberalism means an absence of government interference. But unlike what most of us understand to be traditional capitalism, with small government a goal, this recent incarnation sees government and the capital of the state used to wield enormous power to advance the cause of privatization. Anathema to corporate interests is the stability brought to bear by government regulatory bodies, labour unions, and employment standards, and all social security safety nets. Insecure workers are glad to have a job, any job, and will not make waves. Under neo-liberal influences, government centralizes its power. Government capital is welcome if it is used to bail out bankers, as we have seen recently, but not if used to keep public schools open for the children of ordinary taxpayers. The concept of government for the public good is made to seem unattainable in these tough economic times. Yet, in the years before the economic crisis, money did not flow—schools in BC were closed, homeless people became a common sight on city streets, and BC had the worst child-poverty rate in the country. Professors Jamie Peck and Alfredo Saad-Filho, speaking at SFU’s symposium, offered some intriguing analogies, more than definitions, of neo-liberalism. Alluding to its ability to adapt and mutate, they likened it to a virus that has no life of its own, and cannot ever exist by itself. As an ideology, it can only be a Utopian project with an unattainable end-point. They likened it to a parasite, grafting itself into various state systems from the extreme right to the extreme left—forever seeking and finding a host. Since there are only hybrid versions of neo-liberalism, they described it as a mongrel—creating new inequalities and profound differences around the world, reconstituting state powers, and strengthening the right arm of the state, the military, and police. There are many things to learn and there are many books and films that shed light on what is happening to our world, and our province. Teachers have lived through a turbulent eight years under a neo-liberal government. Stripping our rights as workers, on the one hand, and stripping our rights as professionals on the other—it’s all part of the plan. It’s been done everywhere else and now it’s our turn. Authoritarianism is replacing the more collegial staff committees and teachers are urged to compete against each other in subtle and not-so-subtle ways. Now more than ever, we need to encourage each other to stand for something better than the Ministry of Education and the Fraser Institute are trying to foist on us. If we teachers endeavour to educate ourselves about neo-liberalism in all its ever-changing forms, we can continue to fight the noble fight for a humane and caring approach to government in general, and public education in particular. Kerry Richardson is an assistant director, BCTF Field Services Division. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141007,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/bcedplan/status/380021531113689088?screen_name=bcedplan&id=380021531113689088,BC's Education Plan on Twitter: "Following! MT @trc_en: Live tweeting taking place throughout the #TRC National Event in #Vancouver Follow hashtags #BCNE & #ItMattersToMe" Twitter Search query Search Twitter Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Language: English Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Have an account? Sign in New to Twitter? Join Today » Sign In Phone, email or username Password Sign in Remember me Forgot password? Already using Twitter via text message? Follow Following Unfollow Blocked Unblock Pending Cancel BC's Education Plan ‏ @bcedplan 17 Sep 2013 Following! MT @trc_en: Live tweeting taking place throughout the #TRC National Event in #Vancouver Follow hashtags #BCNE & #ItMattersToMe Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Retweets 3 Favorite 1 10:32 AM - 17 Sep 2013 Don’t miss any updates from BC's Education Plan © 2014 Twitter About Help Ads info Close Flag this media This has already been marked as containing sensitive content. Flag this as containing potentially illegal content. Submit Cancel Learn more about flagging media Dismiss Close Previous Next Close Go to a person's profile Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Close Retweet this to your followers? Cancel Retweet Close Are you sure you want to delete this Tweet? Cancel Delete Close Block Cancel Block Add a location to your Tweets When you tweet with a location, Twitter stores that location. You can switch location on/off before each Tweet and always have the option to delete your location history. Learn more Turn location on Not now Turn off location Close Profile summary Close Your lists Close Create a new list List name Description Under 100 characters, optional Privacy Public · Anyone can follow this list Private · Only you can access this list Save list Close Close Embed this Tweet Add this Tweet to your website by copying the code below. Learn more Hmm, there was a problem reaching the server. Try again? Include parent Tweet Include media Preview Close Sign up for Twitter Not on Twitter? Sign up, tune into the things you care about, and get updates as they happen. Have an account? Sign in » Close Two-way (sending and receiving) short codes: Country Code For customers of United States 40404 (any) Canada 21212 (any) United Kingdom 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM Haiti 40404 Digicel, Voila Ireland 51210 Vodafone, O2 India 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Indonesia 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » See SMS short codes for other countries Close Confirmation)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=27117,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 7, May/June 2012   Opinion: Too little knowledge and too much imagination  By David Fisher   Jim McMurtry’s “Do You Know the Queen’s English?” (Teacher, March 2012) was quite a surprise. It’s not often that a BCTF publication runs an article forecasting the end of literacy as we know it because the government has removed spelling, grammar, punctuation, and perhaps literature, from the English curriculum. McMurtry is quite clear that all those elements are also gone from the English 12 provincial exam. This must have come as quite a shock to many language arts teachers. In one of his most revealing statements, McMurtry writes that the government is “quietly lowering the achievement bar. I cannot think of any other explanation for removing grammar instruction from English class.” It’s the “I cannot think” that puzzles me. I would expect him to write, “My research didn’t find a reason,” or, “There was nothing in the English Language Arts (ELA) 8–12 IRP explaining the absence of grammar.” These checks are easily done on the Internet, but for McMurtry it’s enough to say that he cannot think of a reason. When I go to the ELA 8–12 IRP, I find this statement: Teaching grammar outside of the students’ writing experiences, such as using grammar worksheets, does not result in a transfer of skills or learning to the next writing experience. Grammar skills should be taught in the context of the writing experience, using students’ and teachers’ own writing. (p.30) In the IRP, this statement follows a description of “The 11 Key Elements of Effective Adolescent Instruction” in a report commissioned by Carnegie Corporation. Grammar instruction is not one of the 11 elements, and a note at the end explains why. The meta-analysis found a negative effect for this type of traditional grammar instruction for students across the full range of ability, indicating that traditional grammar instruction is unlikely to improve the quality of students’ writing. However, other instructional methods, such as sentence combining, provide an effective alternative to traditional grammar instruction. (page 29) So, right in the IRP there are explanations why one particular method of teaching grammar, the traditional approach that McMurtry advocates, was dropped, as well as an indication of what forms of grammar instruction are recommended. Neither is this finding a recent revelation, as studies have cast doubt on efficacy of the traditional approach of teaching grammar for over 60 years. In 1985, the National Council of Teachers of English, the pre-eminent professional body for teachers of language arts in North America, passed a motion stating that, “the use of isolated grammar and usage exercises not supported by theory and research is a deterrent to the improvement of students' speaking and writing.” Few sources, other than publishers of traditional grammar workbooks, would now make the claims McMurtry makes for traditional grammar instruction, which has all but disappeared from language arts curricula in North America. For a good summary of the research, see http://tinyurl.com/7u6asz7. Neither is McMurtry’s assertion that students in French class are “drilled daily in verb forms and other grammatical considerations” supported by the French IRP, which I checked. The French IRP stresses communicative competence, and opposes such practices as daily drills in verb forms. Another area discussed by McMurtry is literature. McMurtry states that the English 12 provincial exam has “nothing at all on the novels and poems that comprise the English 12 curriculum.” Yet all the samples of the English 12 exam that I could find online contained questions on both a poem and another literary selection. The English 12 Exam Table of Specifications confirmed this observation. McMurtry might have made a simple mistake here, or perhaps he means that students are not examined on the specific literature covered in English 12. If so, this is another misreading of the IRP. The goal of instruction in literature in English 12 is to provide students with procedural knowledge about how to respond to and analyze any piece of literature given to them, a sophisticated and, in the long-term, beneficial approach. If the provincial exam tested literature covered in class, then students would be merely repeating facts and interpretations that they have been taught, declarative knowledge. Also, an English 12 provincial exam that focused completely on literature already covered in English 12 would place unfortunate restrictions on the range of literature that teachers and students could choose to study in Grade 12. And surely it’s safe to assume that the teacher has already evaluated the students on the literature they studied in class. McMurtry blames all the defects he sees in English instruction on the government. While, like most educators, I have deep concerns about the current Liberal government, the decisions that McMurtry writes about were made in the 1990s, when an NDP government was in power. McMurtry’s views on the English 12 provincial exam are equally unreliable. I say this to defend the excellent work done by many teachers to improve an exam that was forced upon us. Take McMurtry’s claim regarding the removal of “a section on grammar” from the English 12 exam. First of all, what was removed in the early 1990s was a usage section, not a grammar section. Second, the push for removal of that section came more from teachers, not the ministry. The teachers successfully argued that the section lacked curriculum validity, that is, the section did not reflect how usage was taught. The rationale for a six-point scale on the essay (McMurtry writes incorrectly that “exams are marked out of six”) was not “to minimize the work of exam markers.” A cursory familiarity with assessment practices and research would reveal that a six-point scale represents the finest degree of discrimination a marker can be reasonably expected to attain. In BC, changes in language arts were primarily teacher driven, both in the last two language arts curriculums and the English 12 exam. McMurtry might not agree with the present state of language arts instruction, but rather than acknowledge the sound educational reasons for that curriculum, McMurtry mistakenly ties them to an unpopular government acting from cynical motives. In doing so, he unwittingly disparages the excellent work done by many devoted teachers.   David Fisher, retired English teacher and past president, BC Teachers of English Language Arts.   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/contacts.cfm?page=superintendents&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true,BCTF Contacts Home E-mail Lists Links A to Z Index Contact Us Help SITE SEARCH Quick Links BCTF formsBCTF NewsFrançaisLabour linksPensionsTeacher NewsmagazineTeaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Contact Us > Boards of Education Superintendents Boards of Education Superintendents in BC 201213 Ms. Lynn Hauptman Superintendent of Schools SD #5 (Southeast Kootenay) 940 Industrial Road, No. 1 Cranbrook, BC V1C 4C6 Phone: 250-417-2079 Fax: 250-417-2081 lynn.hauptman@sd5.bc.ca Mr. Paul Carriere Superintendent of Schools SD #6 (Rocky Mountain) Box 430 (620-4th Street) Invermere, BC V0A 1K0 Phone: 250-342-9243 Fax: 250-342-6966 paul.carriere@sd6.bc.ca Mr. Jeff Jones Superintendent of Schools SD #8 (Kootenay Lake) 570 Johnstone Road Nelson, BC V1L 6J2 Phone: 250-505-7046 Fax: 250-352-6686 jjones@sd8.bc.ca Ms. Terry Taylor Acting Superintendent of Schools SD #10 (Arrow Lakes) Box 340 Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0 Phone: 250-265-3638 Fax: 250-265-3701 terrytaylor@sd10.bc.ca Mr. Mike Hooker Superintendent of Schools SD #19 (Revelstoke) Bag 5800, 1121 Vernon Ave Revelstoke, BC V0E 2S0 Phone: 250-837-2101 Fax: 250-837-9335 mhooker@sd19.bc.ca Mr. Greg Luterbach Superintendent of Schools SD #20 (Kootenay-Columbia) 2001 Third Avenue Trail, BC V1R 1R6 Phone: 250-368-2224 Fax: 250-364-2470 gluterbach@sd20.bc.ca Mr. Joe Rogers Superintendent of Schools SD #22 (Vernon) 1401 - 15th Street Vernon, BC V1T 8S8 Phone: 250-549-9226 Fax: 250-549-9200 jrogers@sd22.bc.ca Mr. Hugh Gloster Superintendent of Schools SD #23 (Central Okanagan) 1940 Underhill Street Kelowna, BC V1X 5X7 Phone: 250-470-3256 Fax: 250-870-5056 Hugh.Gloster@sd23.bc.ca Mr. Mark Thiessen Superintendent of Schools SD #27 (Cariboo-Chilcotin) 350 Second Avenue North Williams Lake, BC V2G 1Z9 Phone: 250-398-3824 Fax: 250-392-3600 mark.thiessen@sd27.bc.ca Ms. Sue Ellen Miller Superintendent of Schools SD #28 (Quesnel) 401 North Star Rd Quesnel, BC V2J 5K2 Phone: 250-992-8802 Fax: 250-992-7652 sueellenmiller@sd28.bc.ca Ms. Evelyn Novak Superintendent of Schools SD #33 (Chilliwack) 8430 Cessna Drive Chilliwack, BC V2P 7K4 Phone: 604-792-1321 Fax: 604-792-9665 Evelyn_Novak@sd33.bc.ca Mr. Kevin Godden Superintendent of Schools SD #34 (Abbotsford) 2790 Tims Street Abbotsford, BC V2T 4M7 Phone: 604-859-4891 Fax: 604-852-5898 kevin_godden@sd34.bc.ca Ms. Suzanne Hoffman Acting Superintendent of Schools SD #35 (Langley) 4875 - 222nd Street Langley, BC V3A 3Z7 Phone: 604-534-7891 Fax: 604-532-1405 shoffman@sd35.bc.ca Dr. Jodan Tinney Superintendent of Schools SD #36 (Surrey) 14033 92nd Avenue Surrey, BC V3V 0B7 Phone: 604-595-6308 Fax: 604-595-6309 tinney_j@sd36.bc.ca Ms. Dianne Turner Superintendent of Schools SD #37 (Delta) 4585 Harvest Drive Delta, BC V4K 5B4 Phone: 604-952-5340 Fax: 604-952-5379 dturner@deltasd.bc.ca Ms. Moneca Pamer Superintendent of Schools SD #38 (Richmond) 7811 Granville Avenue Richmond, BC V6Y 3E3 Phone: 604-668-6000 Fax: 604-233-0150 mpamer@sd38.bc.ca Mr. Steve Cardwell Superintendent of Schools SD #39 (Vancouver) 1580 West Broadway Vancouver, BC V6J 5K8 Phone: 604-713-5100 Fax: 604-713-5412 scardwell@vsb.bc.ca Mr. John Gaiptman Superintendent of Schools SD #40 (New Westminster) 1001 Columbia St. New Westminster, BC V3M 1C4 Phone: 604-517-6328 Fax: 604-517-6319 gaiptman@sd40.bc.ca Mr. Kevin Kaardal Superintendent of Schools SD #41 (Burnaby) 5325 Kincaid Street Burnaby, BC V5G 1W2 Phone: 604-296-6900 Fax: 604-296-6910 kevin.kaardal@sd41.bc.ca Ms. Laurie Meston Superintendent of Schools SD #42 (Maple Ridge) 22225 Brown Avenue Maple Ridge, BC V2X 8N6 Phone: 604-463-4200 Fax: 604-463-0573 Laurie.Meston@sd42.ca Mr. Tom Grant Superintendent of Schools SD #43 (Coquitlam) 550 Poirier Street Coquitlam, BC V3J 6A7 Phone: 604-939-9201 Fax: 604-936-2932 tgrant@sd43.bc.ca Mr. John Lewis Superintendent of Schools SD #44 (North Vancouver) 721 Chesterfield Avenue North Vancouver, BC V7M 2M5 Phone: 604-903-3444 Fax: 604-903-3449 jlewis@nvsd44.bc.ca Mr. Chris Kennedy Superintendent of Schools SD #45 (West Vancouver) 1075 - 21st Street West Vancouver, BC V7V 4A9 Phone: 604-981-1031 Fax: 604-981-1001 ckennedy@sd45.bc.ca Mr. Patrick Bocking Superintendent of Schools SD #46 (Sunshine Coast) Box 220, 494 South Fletcher Road Gibsons, BC V0N 1V0 Phone: 604-886-8811 Fax: 604-886-4489 pbocking@sd46.bc.ca Mr. Jay Yule Superintendent of Schools SD #47 (Powell River) 4351 Ontario Avenue Powell River, BC V8A 1V3 Phone: 604-414-2600 Fax: 604-485-6435 jyule@sd47.bc.ca Ms. Lisa McCullough Superintendent of Schools SD #48 (Sea to Sky) Box 250 Squamish, BC V0N 3G0 Phone: 604-892-5228 Fax: 604-892-1038 lmccullough@sd48.bc.ca Ms. Norma Hart Superintendent of Schools SD #49 (Central Coast) Bag 130 Hagensborg, BC V0T 1H0 Phone: 250-982-2691 Fax: 250-982-2319 nhart@sd49.bc.ca Mr. Angus Wilson Superintendent of Schools SD #50 (Haida Gwaii) Box 69 Queen Charlotte City, BC V0T 1S0 Phone: 250-559-8471 Fax: 250-559-8849 awilson@sd50.bc.ca Mr. Kevin Argue Superintendent of Schools SD #51 (Boundary) Box 640 (1021 Central Avenue) Grand Forks, BC V0H 1H0 Phone: 250-442-8258 Fax: 250-442-7737 kevin.argue@sd51.bc.ca Ms. Sandra Jones Superintendent of Schools SD #52 (Prince Rupert) 634 - 6th Avenue East Prince Rupert, BC V8J 1X1 Phone: 250-624-6717 Fax: 250-627-0772 sjones@sd52.bc.ca Ms. Beverly Young Superintendent of Schools SD #53 (Okanagan Similkameen) Box 1770 (34061 - 101st Street) Oliver, BC V0H 1T0 Phone: 250-498-3481 Fax: 250-498-4070 byoung@sd53.bc.ca Mr. Chris van der Mark Superintendent of Schools SD #54 (Bulkley Valley) Box 758 Smithers, BC V0J 2N0 Phone: 250-877-6831 Fax: 250-877-6835 ch-vandermark@sd54.bc.ca Mr. Brian Pepper Superintendent of Schools SD #57 (Prince George) 2100 Ferry Avenue Prince George, BC V2L 4R5 Phone: 250-561-6800 Fax: 250-561-6801 bpepper@sd57.bc.ca Mr. Stephen McNiven Superintendent of Schools SD #58 (Nicola Similkameen) Box 4100, Stn Main Merritt, BC V1K 1B8 Phone: 250-378-5161 Fax: 250-378-6263 smcniven@sd58.bc.ca Ms. Kathy Sawchuk Superintendent of Schools SD #59 (Peace River South) 11600 7th Street Dawson Creek, BC V1G 4R8 Phone: 250-782-8571 Fax: 250-782-3204 kathy_sawchuk@mail.sd59.bc.ca Mr. Dave Sloan Superintendent of Schools SD #60 (Peace River North) 10112 - 105 Avenue Fort St. John, BC V1J 4S4 Phone: 250-262-6000 Fax: 250-262-6046 dsloan@prn.bc.ca Ms. Sherri Bell Superintendent of Schools SD #61 (Greater Victoria) 556 Boleskine Road Victoria, BC V8Z 1E8 Phone: 250-475-4162 Fax: 250-475-4112 sbell@sd61.bc.ca Mr. Jim Cambridge Superintendent of Schools SD #62 (Sooke) 3143 Jacklin Road Victoria, BC V9B 5R1 Phone: 250-474-9807 Fax: 250-474-9850 jcambridge@sd62.bc.ca Ms. Nancy MacDonald Superintendent of Schools SD #63 (Saanich) 2125 Keating Cross Road, PO Box 2000 Saanichton, BC V8M 2A5 Phone: 250-652-7332 Fax: 250-652-7360 nmacdonald@sd63.bc.ca Ms. Lisa Halstead Superintendent of Schools SD #64 (Gulf Islands) 112 Rainbow Road Salt Spring Island, BC V8K 2K3 Phone: 250-537-5548 Fax: 250-537-4200 lhalstead@sd64.bc.ca Ms. Wendy Hyer Superintendent of Schools SD #67 (Okanagan Skaha) 425 Jermyn Avenue Penticton, BC V2A 1Z4 Phone: 250-770-7713 Fax: 250-770-7732 whyer@summer.com Mr. Dave Hutchinson Superintendent of Schools SD #68 (Nanaimo) 395 Wakesiah Avenue Nanaimo, BC V9R 3K6 Phone: 250-754-5531 Fax: 250-741-5218 david.hutchinson@sd68.bc.ca Mr. Rollie Koop Superintendent of Schools SD #69 (Qualicum) Box 430 Parksville, BC V9P 2G5 Phone: 250-248-4241 Fax: 250-248-5767 rkoop@sd69.bc.ca Mr. Cam Pinkerton Superintendent of Schools SD #70 (Alberni) 4690 Roger Street Port Alberni, BC V9Y 3Z4 Phone: 250-720-2770 Fax: 250-723-0318 cpinkerton@sd70.bc.ca Ms. Sherry Elwood Superintendent of Schools SD #71 (Comox Valley) 607 Cumberland Road Courtenay, BC V9N 7G5 Phone: 250-334-5500 Fax: 250-334-5552 sherry.elwood@sd71.bc.ca Mr. Tom Longridge Superintendent of Schools SD #72 (Campbell River) 425 Pinecrest Road Campbell River, BC V9W 3P2 Phone: 250-830-2398 Fax: 250-287-2616 tom.longridge@sd72.bc.ca Dr. Terry Sullivan Superintendent of Schools SD #73 (Kamloops-Thompson) 1383 Ninth Avenue Kamloops, BC V2C 3X7 Phone: 250-374-0679 Fax: 250-372-1183 tsullivan@sd73.bc.ca Ms. Teresa Downs Superintendent of Schools SD #74 (Gold Trail) PO Bag 250 (400 Hollis Road) Ashcroft, BC V0K 1A0 Phone: 250-453-9101 Fax: 250-453-2425 tdowns@gw.sd74.bc.ca Mr. Bill Fletcher Superintendent of Schools SD #75 (Mission) 33046 Fourth Avenue Mission, BC V2V 1S5 Phone: 604-814-3701 Fax: 604-826-4640 bill.fletcher@mpsd.ca Dr. Karen Nelson Superintendent of Schools SD #78 (Fraser-Cascade) Bag 3200 (650 Kawkawa Lake Road) Hope, BC V0X 1L4 Phone: 604-869-2411 Fax: 604-869-7400 knelson@sd78.bc.ca Mr. Joe Rhodes Superintendent of Schools SD #79 (Cowichan Valley) 2557 Beverly Street Duncan, BC V9L 2X3 Phone: 250-748-0321 Fax: 250-748-6591 jrhodes@sd79.bc.ca Ms. Diana Samchuck Superintendent of Schools SD #81 (Fort Nelson) Box 87 Fort Nelson, BC V0C 1R0 Phone: 250-774-2591 Fax: 250-774-2598 dsamchuck@sd81.bc.ca Ms. Katherine McIntosh Superintendent of Schools SD #82 (Coast Mountains) 3211 Kenney Street Terrace, BC V8G 3E9 Phone: 250-638-4407 Fax: 888-290-4786 katherine.mcintosh@cmsd.bc.ca Mr. Glenn Borthistle Superintendent of Schools SD #83 (North Okanagan-Shuswap) Box 129 (220 Shuswap Street) Salmon Arm, BC V1E 4N2 Phone: 250-832-2157 Fax: 250-832-9428 gborthis@sd83.bc.ca Mr. Lawrence Tarasoff Superintendent of Schools SD #84 (Vancouver Island West) Box 100 Gold River, BC V0P 1G0 Phone: 250-283-2241 Fax: 250-283-7352 ltarasoff@viw.sd84.bc.ca Dr. Scott Benwell Superintendent of Schools SD #85 (Vancouver Island North) Box 90 Port Hardy, BC V0N 2P0 Phone: 250-949-6618 Fax: 250-949-8792 sbenwell@sd85.bc.ca Mr. Mike Gordon Superintendent of Schools SD #87 (Stikine) Box 190 Dease Lake, BC V0C 1L0 Phone: 250-771-4440 Fax: 250-771-4441 mike.gordon@sd87.bc.ca Ms. Charlene Seguin Superintendent of Schools SD #91 (Nechako Lakes) PO Box 129 (153 E. Connaught Street) Vanderhoof, BC V0J 3A0 Phone: 250-567-2284 Fax: 250-567-4639 cseguin@sd91.bc.ca Mr. Phillipe Brulot Superintendent of Schools SD #92 (Nisga'a) Box 240 New Aiyansh, BC V0J 1A0 Phone: 250-633-2228 Fax: 250-633-2401 pbrulot@nisgaa.bc.ca Mr. Mario Cyr Directeru general/Superintendent of Schools SD #93 (Conseil scolaire francophone) 180 - 10200 Shellbridge Way Richmond, BC V6X 2W7 Phone: 604-214-2601 Fax: 604-214-9881 dg@csf.bc.ca   About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy Close Window Print Page   Boards of Education Superintendents in BC 201213 Ms. Lynn Hauptman Superintendent of Schools SD #5 (Southeast Kootenay) 940 Industrial Road, No. 1 Cranbrook, BC V1C 4C6 Phone: 250-417-2079 Fax: 250-417-2081 lynn.hauptman@sd5.bc.ca Mr. Paul Carriere Superintendent of Schools SD #6 (Rocky Mountain) Box 430 (620-4th Street) Invermere, BC V0A 1K0 Phone: 250-342-9243 Fax: 250-342-6966 paul.carriere@sd6.bc.ca Mr. Jeff Jones Superintendent of Schools SD #8 (Kootenay Lake) 570 Johnstone Road Nelson, BC V1L 6J2 Phone: 250-505-7046 Fax: 250-352-6686 jjones@sd8.bc.ca Ms. Terry Taylor Acting Superintendent of Schools SD #10 (Arrow Lakes) Box 340 Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0 Phone: 250-265-3638 Fax: 250-265-3701 terrytaylor@sd10.bc.ca Mr. Mike Hooker Superintendent of Schools SD #19 (Revelstoke) Bag 5800, 1121 Vernon Ave Revelstoke, BC V0E 2S0 Phone: 250-837-2101 Fax: 250-837-9335 mhooker@sd19.bc.ca Mr. Greg Luterbach Superintendent of Schools SD #20 (Kootenay-Columbia) 2001 Third Avenue Trail, BC V1R 1R6 Phone: 250-368-2224 Fax: 250-364-2470 gluterbach@sd20.bc.ca Mr. Joe Rogers Superintendent of Schools SD #22 (Vernon) 1401 - 15th Street Vernon, BC V1T 8S8 Phone: 250-549-9226 Fax: 250-549-9200 jrogers@sd22.bc.ca Mr. Hugh Gloster Superintendent of Schools SD #23 (Central Okanagan) 1940 Underhill Street Kelowna, BC V1X 5X7 Phone: 250-470-3256 Fax: 250-870-5056 Hugh.Gloster@sd23.bc.ca Mr. Mark Thiessen Superintendent of Schools SD #27 (Cariboo-Chilcotin) 350 Second Avenue North Williams Lake, BC V2G 1Z9 Phone: 250-398-3824 Fax: 250-392-3600 mark.thiessen@sd27.bc.ca Ms. Sue Ellen Miller Superintendent of Schools SD #28 (Quesnel) 401 North Star Rd Quesnel, BC V2J 5K2 Phone: 250-992-8802 Fax: 250-992-7652 sueellenmiller@sd28.bc.ca Ms. Evelyn Novak Superintendent of Schools SD #33 (Chilliwack) 8430 Cessna Drive Chilliwack, BC V2P 7K4 Phone: 604-792-1321 Fax: 604-792-9665 Evelyn_Novak@sd33.bc.ca Mr. Kevin Godden Superintendent of Schools SD #34 (Abbotsford) 2790 Tims Street Abbotsford, BC V2T 4M7 Phone: 604-859-4891 Fax: 604-852-5898 kevin_godden@sd34.bc.ca Ms. Suzanne Hoffman Acting Superintendent of Schools SD #35 (Langley) 4875 - 222nd Street Langley, BC V3A 3Z7 Phone: 604-534-7891 Fax: 604-532-1405 shoffman@sd35.bc.ca Dr. Jodan Tinney Superintendent of Schools SD #36 (Surrey) 14033 92nd Avenue Surrey, BC V3V 0B7 Phone: 604-595-6308 Fax: 604-595-6309 tinney_j@sd36.bc.ca Ms. Dianne Turner Superintendent of Schools SD #37 (Delta) 4585 Harvest Drive Delta, BC V4K 5B4 Phone: 604-952-5340 Fax: 604-952-5379 dturner@deltasd.bc.ca Ms. Moneca Pamer Superintendent of Schools SD #38 (Richmond) 7811 Granville Avenue Richmond, BC V6Y 3E3 Phone: 604-668-6000 Fax: 604-233-0150 mpamer@sd38.bc.ca Mr. Steve Cardwell Superintendent of Schools SD #39 (Vancouver) 1580 West Broadway Vancouver, BC V6J 5K8 Phone: 604-713-5100 Fax: 604-713-5412 scardwell@vsb.bc.ca Mr. John Gaiptman Superintendent of Schools SD #40 (New Westminster) 1001 Columbia St. New Westminster, BC V3M 1C4 Phone: 604-517-6328 Fax: 604-517-6319 gaiptman@sd40.bc.ca Mr. Kevin Kaardal Superintendent of Schools SD #41 (Burnaby) 5325 Kincaid Street Burnaby, BC V5G 1W2 Phone: 604-296-6900 Fax: 604-296-6910 kevin.kaardal@sd41.bc.ca Ms. Laurie Meston Superintendent of Schools SD #42 (Maple Ridge) 22225 Brown Avenue Maple Ridge, BC V2X 8N6 Phone: 604-463-4200 Fax: 604-463-0573 Laurie.Meston@sd42.ca Mr. Tom Grant Superintendent of Schools SD #43 (Coquitlam) 550 Poirier Street Coquitlam, BC V3J 6A7 Phone: 604-939-9201 Fax: 604-936-2932 tgrant@sd43.bc.ca Mr. John Lewis Superintendent of Schools SD #44 (North Vancouver) 721 Chesterfield Avenue North Vancouver, BC V7M 2M5 Phone: 604-903-3444 Fax: 604-903-3449 jlewis@nvsd44.bc.ca Mr. Chris Kennedy Superintendent of Schools SD #45 (West Vancouver) 1075 - 21st Street West Vancouver, BC V7V 4A9 Phone: 604-981-1031 Fax: 604-981-1001 ckennedy@sd45.bc.ca Mr. Patrick Bocking Superintendent of Schools SD #46 (Sunshine Coast) Box 220, 494 South Fletcher Road Gibsons, BC V0N 1V0 Phone: 604-886-8811 Fax: 604-886-4489 pbocking@sd46.bc.ca Mr. Jay Yule Superintendent of Schools SD #47 (Powell River) 4351 Ontario Avenue Powell River, BC V8A 1V3 Phone: 604-414-2600 Fax: 604-485-6435 jyule@sd47.bc.ca Ms. Lisa McCullough Superintendent of Schools SD #48 (Sea to Sky) Box 250 Squamish, BC V0N 3G0 Phone: 604-892-5228 Fax: 604-892-1038 lmccullough@sd48.bc.ca Ms. Norma Hart Superintendent of Schools SD #49 (Central Coast) Bag 130 Hagensborg, BC V0T 1H0 Phone: 250-982-2691 Fax: 250-982-2319 nhart@sd49.bc.ca Mr. Angus Wilson Superintendent of Schools SD #50 (Haida Gwaii) Box 69 Queen Charlotte City, BC V0T 1S0 Phone: 250-559-8471 Fax: 250-559-8849 awilson@sd50.bc.ca Mr. Kevin Argue Superintendent of Schools SD #51 (Boundary) Box 640 (1021 Central Avenue) Grand Forks, BC V0H 1H0 Phone: 250-442-8258 Fax: 250-442-7737 kevin.argue@sd51.bc.ca Ms. Sandra Jones Superintendent of Schools SD #52 (Prince Rupert) 634 - 6th Avenue East Prince Rupert, BC V8J 1X1 Phone: 250-624-6717 Fax: 250-627-0772 sjones@sd52.bc.ca Ms. Beverly Young Superintendent of Schools SD #53 (Okanagan Similkameen) Box 1770 (34061 - 101st Street) Oliver, BC V0H 1T0 Phone: 250-498-3481 Fax: 250-498-4070 byoung@sd53.bc.ca Mr. Chris van der Mark Superintendent of Schools SD #54 (Bulkley Valley) Box 758 Smithers, BC V0J 2N0 Phone: 250-877-6831 Fax: 250-877-6835 ch-vandermark@sd54.bc.ca Mr. Brian Pepper Superintendent of Schools SD #57 (Prince George) 2100 Ferry Avenue Prince George, BC V2L 4R5 Phone: 250-561-6800 Fax: 250-561-6801 bpepper@sd57.bc.ca Mr. Stephen McNiven Superintendent of Schools SD #58 (Nicola Similkameen) Box 4100, Stn Main Merritt, BC V1K 1B8 Phone: 250-378-5161 Fax: 250-378-6263 smcniven@sd58.bc.ca Ms. Kathy Sawchuk Superintendent of Schools SD #59 (Peace River South) 11600 7th Street Dawson Creek, BC V1G 4R8 Phone: 250-782-8571 Fax: 250-782-3204 kathy_sawchuk@mail.sd59.bc.ca Mr. Dave Sloan Superintendent of Schools SD #60 (Peace River North) 10112 - 105 Avenue Fort St. John, BC V1J 4S4 Phone: 250-262-6000 Fax: 250-262-6046 dsloan@prn.bc.ca Ms. Sherri Bell Superintendent of Schools SD #61 (Greater Victoria) 556 Boleskine Road Victoria, BC V8Z 1E8 Phone: 250-475-4162 Fax: 250-475-4112 sbell@sd61.bc.ca Mr. Jim Cambridge Superintendent of Schools SD #62 (Sooke) 3143 Jacklin Road Victoria, BC V9B 5R1 Phone: 250-474-9807 Fax: 250-474-9850 jcambridge@sd62.bc.ca Ms. Nancy MacDonald Superintendent of Schools SD #63 (Saanich) 2125 Keating Cross Road, PO Box 2000 Saanichton, BC V8M 2A5 Phone: 250-652-7332 Fax: 250-652-7360 nmacdonald@sd63.bc.ca Ms. Lisa Halstead Superintendent of Schools SD #64 (Gulf Islands) 112 Rainbow Road Salt Spring Island, BC V8K 2K3 Phone: 250-537-5548 Fax: 250-537-4200 lhalstead@sd64.bc.ca Ms. Wendy Hyer Superintendent of Schools SD #67 (Okanagan Skaha) 425 Jermyn Avenue Penticton, BC V2A 1Z4 Phone: 250-770-7713 Fax: 250-770-7732 whyer@summer.com Mr. Dave Hutchinson Superintendent of Schools SD #68 (Nanaimo) 395 Wakesiah Avenue Nanaimo, BC V9R 3K6 Phone: 250-754-5531 Fax: 250-741-5218 david.hutchinson@sd68.bc.ca Mr. Rollie Koop Superintendent of Schools SD #69 (Qualicum) Box 430 Parksville, BC V9P 2G5 Phone: 250-248-4241 Fax: 250-248-5767 rkoop@sd69.bc.ca Mr. Cam Pinkerton Superintendent of Schools SD #70 (Alberni) 4690 Roger Street Port Alberni, BC V9Y 3Z4 Phone: 250-720-2770 Fax: 250-723-0318 cpinkerton@sd70.bc.ca Ms. Sherry Elwood Superintendent of Schools SD #71 (Comox Valley) 607 Cumberland Road Courtenay, BC V9N 7G5 Phone: 250-334-5500 Fax: 250-334-5552 sherry.elwood@sd71.bc.ca Mr. Tom Longridge Superintendent of Schools SD #72 (Campbell River) 425 Pinecrest Road Campbell River, BC V9W 3P2 Phone: 250-830-2398 Fax: 250-287-2616 tom.longridge@sd72.bc.ca Dr. Terry Sullivan Superintendent of Schools SD #73 (Kamloops-Thompson) 1383 Ninth Avenue Kamloops, BC V2C 3X7 Phone: 250-374-0679 Fax: 250-372-1183 tsullivan@sd73.bc.ca Ms. Teresa Downs Superintendent of Schools SD #74 (Gold Trail) PO Bag 250 (400 Hollis Road) Ashcroft, BC V0K 1A0 Phone: 250-453-9101 Fax: 250-453-2425 tdowns@gw.sd74.bc.ca Mr. Bill Fletcher Superintendent of Schools SD #75 (Mission) 33046 Fourth Avenue Mission, BC V2V 1S5 Phone: 604-814-3701 Fax: 604-826-4640 bill.fletcher@mpsd.ca Dr. Karen Nelson Superintendent of Schools SD #78 (Fraser-Cascade) Bag 3200 (650 Kawkawa Lake Road) Hope, BC V0X 1L4 Phone: 604-869-2411 Fax: 604-869-7400 knelson@sd78.bc.ca Mr. Joe Rhodes Superintendent of Schools SD #79 (Cowichan Valley) 2557 Beverly Street Duncan, BC V9L 2X3 Phone: 250-748-0321 Fax: 250-748-6591 jrhodes@sd79.bc.ca Ms. Diana Samchuck Superintendent of Schools SD #81 (Fort Nelson) Box 87 Fort Nelson, BC V0C 1R0 Phone: 250-774-2591 Fax: 250-774-2598 dsamchuck@sd81.bc.ca Ms. Katherine McIntosh Superintendent of Schools SD #82 (Coast Mountains) 3211 Kenney Street Terrace, BC V8G 3E9 Phone: 250-638-4407 Fax: 888-290-4786 katherine.mcintosh@cmsd.bc.ca Mr. Glenn Borthistle Superintendent of Schools SD #83 (North Okanagan-Shuswap) Box 129 (220 Shuswap Street) Salmon Arm, BC V1E 4N2 Phone: 250-832-2157 Fax: 250-832-9428 gborthis@sd83.bc.ca Mr. Lawrence Tarasoff Superintendent of Schools SD #84 (Vancouver Island West) Box 100 Gold River, BC V0P 1G0 Phone: 250-283-2241 Fax: 250-283-7352 ltarasoff@viw.sd84.bc.ca Dr. Scott Benwell Superintendent of Schools SD #85 (Vancouver Island North) Box 90 Port Hardy, BC V0N 2P0 Phone: 250-949-6618 Fax: 250-949-8792 sbenwell@sd85.bc.ca Mr. Mike Gordon Superintendent of Schools SD #87 (Stikine) Box 190 Dease Lake, BC V0C 1L0 Phone: 250-771-4440 Fax: 250-771-4441 mike.gordon@sd87.bc.ca Ms. Charlene Seguin Superintendent of Schools SD #91 (Nechako Lakes) PO Box 129 (153 E. Connaught Street) Vanderhoof, BC V0J 3A0 Phone: 250-567-2284 Fax: 250-567-4639 cseguin@sd91.bc.ca Mr. Phillipe Brulot Superintendent of Schools SD #92 (Nisga'a) Box 240 New Aiyansh, BC V0J 1A0 Phone: 250-633-2228 Fax: 250-633-2401 pbrulot@nisgaa.bc.ca Mr. Mario Cyr Directeru general/Superintendent of Schools SD #93 (Conseil scolaire francophone) 180 - 10200 Shellbridge Way Richmond, BC V6X 2W7 Phone: 604-214-2601 Fax: 604-214-9881 dg@csf.bc.ca  )
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7230,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 3, November/December 2005 Government accused of antifemale bias A political science professor at Simon Fraser University says the Campbell government has an abysmal record in its dealings with female-dominated trade unions, including the BC Teachers’ Federation. Women currently make up about 70% of the BCTF membership who have been out on strike for the past two weeks. Marjorie Griffen-Cohen, who teaches women’s studies and political science at SFU, notes this isn’t the first time the Campbell government has tangled with a female-dominated union. She points to the fight with the Hospital Employees’ Union over the past few years as an illustration of the government’s real attitude toward women workers. She says the government rescinded the HEU’s existing contract, privatized jobs, and cut wages. "In the case of the hospital support workers, I think that this kind of care work that is being done by women is undervalued by the government, and I suspect they undervalue the extent of effort and skill and responsibility that is necessary to be a teacher." Griffen-Cohen says teachers have received a lot of support from women during their current strike, perhaps because of the way they’ve been treated by the government. "I think we should care about the way they are treating female-dominated unions because it affects a group in a discriminatory kind of way." Griffen-Cohen notes that the B.C. Medical Association—a male-dominated group—has fared much better in the past in their negotiations with the government. While the professor’s full-time job is at SFU, in 2001 she completed a research study on pay equity for the Hospital Employees’ Union. Source: CBC News web site Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=30602,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2013 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 26, Number 1, September 2013   Summer conference 2013: Kamloops  By Susan Croll   Educate, Engage, Enrich. The theme of this year’s BCTF Summer Conference was certainly that. More than 500 delegates from around the province came to Kamloops to learn, share, and re-connect with each other. The conference opened with outspoken journalist, Linda McQuaig, speaking about why strong, vibrant, democratic unions are essential to a robust economy. Delegates then, over the next two days, chose from a wide array of workshops on all kinds of topics including social media for “newbies,” health and safety rights in the classroom, life as a TTOC, the mental health of teachers and youth, and so many more that covered just about every aspect of teaching. Joel Bakan, Vancouver lawyer and filmmaker, closed the formal part of summer conference describing what’s happening in the US to education as an “early warning system” for us in BC and Canada. Although the situation is grim, he explained that as Canadians we value public education and that it is up to us as teachers and BCTF members to keep advocating for a quality and well-funded system. Drum Cafe, a BC-based high-energy drumming group ended the conference with more than a bang. All participants were given drums and together we made wonderful music before we journeyed home. “The Kairos Blanket Exercise was one of the most powerful workshops I have ever attended. I got a small taste of the profound loss First Nations have experienced and felt outraged and the systemic and calculated approach past governments have taken. We, as a society, must understand this history and move to redress historical wrongs in a new power sharing relationship.” – James Sanyshyn, president, Burnaby Teachers’ Association. Susan Croll, assistant director, BCTF Communications and Campaigns Division   Share the pizza By Kip Wood   Linda McQuaig’s keynote address at the BCTF Summer Conference included a clever parable. In “a guy walks into a bar” style of starting a joke, McQuaig asked the audience if they had heard about the capitalist and the worker who ordered a pizza. When the pizza arrived, the capitalist took 11 pieces out of 12 and said, “Watch out for that union leader, he wants your piece.” McQuaig started her speech with the statement that the most significant societal change in the last three decades is the transfer of wealth to the top. Convincingly, she made the case that this was not an accident; rather, it occurred because of human-made laws drafted carefully to benefit the already rich. McQuaig referred to the years 1946 to 1979 as the golden years of capitalism, when economic growth was greater and productivity gains went hand-in-hand with social gains and incomes. Wage settlements raised the standard for the entire labour market and the golden years established a strong middle class. The 1980s saw the end of the golden years. Since then, we have seen tax cuts, cuts to social programs, deregulation, and privatization. The political talking points referred to wealth “trickling down.” McQuaig blasted this idea by saying that instead of trickling down, wealth “gushed up” with 60% of economic gains going to the top 1% since 1980. The transfer of wealth upward accelerated after the housing crisis, with the 1% capturing 93% of income gains in 2010. McQuaig exposed the message of “free market” capitalists: that there is an undisputed trade-off between economic growth and social gains. Adam Smith (The Wealth of Nations, 1776), said that when markets work well they are able to balance private returns and social benefits. McQuaig talked about the extreme distortions we have seen recently in the balance between social contribution and private compensation. Hedge- fund manager John Paulson made $3.7 billion betting against the sub-prime mortgages. McQuaig asked, “In what moral universe is John Paulson worth 82,000 nurses?” McQuaig reminded delegates that the wealthy believe in collective action—for each other. They organize and support think tanks and chambers of commerce. Unions should feel no guilt for using collective action to make change. Indeed, if workers and the middle class are going to survive, and if the economy is going to deliver on the promise of balancing prosperity and social gains, organization across sectors and membership lines must occur. Without collective action, the struggle for the last piece of pizza will leave the unjust power structure intact.   Kip Wood, John Barsby Secondary School, Nanaimo    Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/issues/resources.aspx?id=11556,Learning Assistance Service Delivery  	Untitled Page  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Issues in Education > Inclusive Education > Teaching to Diversity Learning Assistance Service Delivery There are many ways to deliver Learning Assistance services to students. The possibilities are limited only by the imagination. Instruction – be it direct or supportive – may occur in a variety of settings. The method of delivery is based on a number of factors, including: student needs, potential caseload, time available, school culture, allocation of support services and preferred teaching styles. Furthermore, the method may depend on whether the students are working towards the learning outcomes as prescribed by the Ministry of Education or their own individually designed education plan. The design of Learning Assistance services will reflect the needs and strength of the school team. The support staff will work closely with the classroom teacher and parents and focus on the needs of the student. As students move through the grades, the emphasis often moves progressively from the fundamentals of literacy and numeracy to subject support with acquisition of strategies for learning. Given the opportunity, students gain confidence through skill development and strategy acquisition. As students become resourceful and self-reliant they are more likely to adapt readily to various learning situations and experience less frustration. Service Delivery Options In deciding on the format for support, if the conversation focuses on the factors impacting the student’s classroom success, it is easier to design a broad-based, personalized program rather than try to fit the student into an existing program. Collaboration It is not possible, nor practical to try to provide support which is isolated from the classroom program. Ongoing communication and collaboration is essential for creating and implementing an effective action plan which addresses the student’s needs and provides the assistance that will enable the student to be successful. This is true whether service delivery occurs in the classroom or in the Resource Room. Collaboration helps move education from a ‘fix it’ mindset to one of making changes to the classroom so that all students can experience success. When the focus is on the classroom and the instruction the question becomes one of “What do we need to do to enable the students to successfully participate?” “ How can we best do that?” Many options will be best implemented within the classroom setting where the actual learning and engagement is occurring. However, to implement other options, it is more practical to move away from the hustle and bustle of a busy classroom or to the facilities of another location such as a computer lab. The key to achievement is that the connectedness and contextuality of the instruction and the feelings of the student remain intact. Therefore the question is not one of which is better – pullout or classroom based, but one of how can we best ensure success. The following describe some of the possibilities for service delivery: Assessment Formal and informal testing File searches to determine time span, complexity and severity of the students difficulty Compiling and organizing pre-referral documentation Facilitating IEP meetings Direct Service (either in the LAC or classroom): One-to-one or small group instruction Diagnostic, short term teaching Short term remedial instruction Behaviour management Direct instruction in skills and concepts as outlined in the IRPs, in reading decoding, reading comprehension, vocabulary development and written expression Direct instruction in effective learning strategies to assist with the processes involved in literacy and numeracy Co Teaching Weekly blocks of time may be scheduled during which the Learning Assistance Teacher and the classroom teacher work together in the classroom. In the classroom teachers may: Divide the lesson Share duties – One teaches, one may monitor student behaviour, scribe on the overhead, support specific students, adapt instructions or expectations of the lesson One works with most of the class, the other with small groups or individuals Model a lesson for each other Sharing responsibility for small group instruction such as Guided Reading lessons Conduct a collaborative assessment Take separate groups of students to work on specific skills or differentiated assignments (This may be the LAT or the classroom teacher) Indirect Service: One-to-one, small group or whole class Support of classroom curriculum through the preteaching of specific content e.g. introduce vocabulary for a guided reading lesson Support of classroom curriculum through the review of specific content e.g. highlights of regrouping concept in math Providing assistance to teachers in planning and/or presenting lessons that embrace the needs of all students Providing guidance to students working on assignments within the classroom Adapting materials for classrooms use Curriculum-based assessment Planning or information sharing meetings with parents Conferencing with students around specific issues Test/Quiz support Observations and assessment Consultation In many cases the only adaptations required may be designed through co-planning a unit Co-planning a unit of study or outlining strategies to adapt or modify existing lessons, assignments or assessment may proved enough support for the teacher to feel confident in meeting the students’ needs on their own. Locating resources and/or planning a unit of study incorporating effective strategies The Learning Assistance teacher may coordinate meetings and/or liase with parents, district personnel and outside agencies Teacher Assistants Supportive instruction may be implemented by the Teaching Assistant under the direction of the Learning Assistance Teacher See the section on Teacher Assistants for specific suggestions. Flexible, Collaborative Timetable It can be very effective to meet as a staff group to collaboratively plan the timetable for learning assistance services. Such a cooperative process not only shares the burden for making priority decisions it creates more ownership for the decisions made. Have the classroom teachers identify areas of their daily or curricular schedule they would most like help with Another possibility is to create flexible timetables that run only for a certain time period i.e. October to December. The is opens up possibilities for addressing new students, spending more intense amounts of time for shorter periods to address specific needs, review and reflection on program effectiveness, etc. Some examples of schedules are included in the Appendices. Resource Model/Learning Centres Some schools combine their support services for student with special needs to create Learning Centres at secondary schools or Resource Teacher models of service delivery at elementary. Where such a model is used, it means there are few or no traditional, territorial lines drawn for service deliver. The Special Programs services of the school are collaboratively integrated to provide support for all students in the school: those who are in the high and low incidence groups; those who have mild learning difficulties; those who need enrichment: and in some cases, those who are learning English as a Second Language. The school-based learning support team combines their expertise, learning resources and sometimes physical space to maximize effectiveness. They meet regularly to discuss the needs of the student and teachers and how those needs can most effectively and efficiently are met within the schools resources. “The ministry considers this appropriate provided the supports available to the students served are consistent with guidelines and appropriate to the needs of the students.” (Special Education Services: A Manual of Policies, Procedures and Guidelines.) About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=29344,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > March 2013 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 25, Number 5, March 2013   Privatization and privilege come at a price  #BCED can be, and needs to be a public good, not a private right By Ryan Cho   For those working, studying, or simply invested in education in British Columbia, there is a sense of change in the air. It is well-recognized that the world is in transformation and has transformed, and that education must develop and evolve to ensure that we have the capacity to work successfully with emerging challenges in the emerging world. What that evolution should look like is where debate and conflict arises. Much of this conversation focuses on curriculum, assessment, or school structure reform while excluding a question that is even more fundamental—is education a public trust done for the public good, or a private right based on access to personal choice? For the BC Liberal government, a shift from public to private is an explicit and implicit part of their education mandate. The government’s official “International Education Strategy” aims to increase the number of K–12 international students studying in BC by 50% over the next four years, with each K–12 international student spending approximately $24,370 a year for the opportunity to live and attend school in BC. BC education currently has 34 privately run BC curriculum schools operating outside of Canada, with a further 16 schools awaiting certification. Within the province itself, FTE enrolment in independent schools has increased significantly compared to public schools, something that is documented in reports by the Federation for Independent School Alternatives, the BC Ministry of Education, and the BC Teachers’ Federation. There is also serious discussion about privatizing facilities management and project design in K–12 public schools and post-secondary institutions. The rising of independent schools and partial privatization of BC’s public education system is framed by its advocates as a positive movement that facilitates student choice, generates new revenue, and reduces costs. However, arguments in support are often cut along ideological lines, don’t always stand up to in-depth analysis, and generally: focus on positive outcomes to students who already have degrees of educational privilege, while ignoring the marginalization of students who are at risk. are made with an incomplete understanding of the key role public education plays in a functioning democracy. ignore that privatizing education exacerbates social and economic inequity, which has negative consequences for everyone regardless of who they are. are paired with a misleading narrative of financial scarcity, which can be addressed fairly easily. Options for the privileged, scarcity for the needy  There is nothing inherently wrong with a person or group offering an additional program or service that supports the needs (learning, physical, or religious) of a student in a way that the public system cannot. Countless young people pay for dance classes, take private music lessons, play league hockey, or participate in science enrichment camps that are meaningful and foster their development and growth. In this context, the ability to choose and access a program that best fits your interests is a good thing. However, “school choice” in BC overwhelmingly refers to the ability to access independent schools or for-profit enrichment with costly tuition fees. Because of this, “choice” is restricted to a privileged few who can afford it, or to middle class families who are willing to financially compromise themselves to participate. Our attempts to use privatization to make up for revenue lost in underfunding also exclusively caters to the rich. Whereas privatized education opportunities exclude the majority of BC students, public education as a public good works to improve the opportunities for all students regardless of their background and actively supports the students who need the most help, or who are the most vulnerable. What is so disturbing about the movement to privatize BC education is that the story of private choice is not just one of enrichment for a privileged minority, but of the marginalization of the poor and middle class through simultaneous cuts to public education. In 2011–12, BC education spending was 15.14% of the provincial budget compared to 19.67% in 2001–02. Class sizes in public schools have increased as a result; special needs class ratios have also increased. When budgets contract, programs set up to support students with learning disabilities and who are at risk are often the first eliminated. The loss of special ed programs because of underfunding have driven major court cases where school districts were sued and found guilty of discrimination against students with special needs for cutting programs that are essential for their success. Arts and elective programs that are important ways students, specifically economically vulnerable students, engage positively with their school are also usually targeted for cuts during budget squeezes. The move to “expand school choice” combined with the deliberate de-investment in a public service is a technique that renowned lawyer and writer Joel Bakan calls “starve the beast.” A pattern that comes up repeatedly in neoliberal strategy, it happens when a public service is purposely defunded to the point that it degrades, and then free market advocates use indicators of that decline to justify more privatized “solutions.” A policy of privatization that reinforces inequity amongst BC citizens is not just bad news for the poor or those excluded from privilege. In the long run, it is bad for everyone, rich and poor, and works to erode our capacities as a province, culture, and society. A public good, not a private right  Rich or poor, privileged or not, everyone in a democratic society is interdependent. Education as a public good recognizes that the success, health, and opportunity available to the most vulnerable have an impact on the well-being of everyone, even the advantaged who might at first appear insulated from the hardships of the poor. Education has a direct and unique effect on how our governments perform. Democracies are dependent on the presence of a literate, informed, and engaged electorate; citizens must have a working knowledge of how their government and political structures work, feel empowered to participate in the process, and be able to understand and critique policy, all of which are influenced by public education. When these abilities are weak, public policy decisions take a turn for the worse. The more people who are knowledgeable and engaged in our civic processes, the better our governments function, and the better policies we create. Public education quality is also strongly linked to economic performance. We can only grow or develop industry in areas where our population has skills, training, or capacity. In a changing economic world, if we are unable to change with it, the economy will stagnate and poverty will increase. Higher poverty is correlated with everything from higher crime rates, to shorter lives, and poorer health, all of which cost society both in lost opportunity and government money. However, when the economy is more prosperous and poverty decreases, all of these areas improve. Privatization increases inequity, and that affects everyone (negatively for the most part)  The privatization of public education contributes to growing inequity in BC, and regardless of who you are, inequity is bad for you, and bad for where you live. Life expectancy, child well-being, and levels of trust all decrease when inequity increases. At the same time, high school dropout rates, violent crimes, mental illness, and stress also increase with inequity. Studies show that these outcomes are connected with the gaps between rich and poor and not with the overall wealth of a country or province. It doesn’t matter how rich a country is as a whole; what matters is how much inequality is there. Perhaps most shocking is that social mobility decreases significantly when social inequity rises. This is now happening in the USA, where the gap between rich and poor has exploded, and the dream that hard work and education will lift people out of poverty is less and less true. This is a particularly hard thing for North Americans to consider, as the “Canadian and American dream” is based on the idea that our countries provide the opportunity to achieve success through education and hard work regardless of a person’s starting point. The irony is that by defunding and privatizing education, the BC government is transforming a traditional avenue of social mobility into a structure that undermines it by reinforcing inequality. What we can do about it: addressing the false narrative of scarcity, and working toward equity  Supporters of privatization often tell a story of scarcity when advocating for privatized reforms. Their thinking is that tough times have depleted funding sources, and public services must turn to the private sector for money because there is no way to generate them in the public sphere. However, the current financial shortfall has been created deliberately through policy influenced by ideology, and is avoidable. While the percentage of BC GDP spent on public education fell from 19.67% to 15.14% over the last 10 years, the BC economy grew by about 4.8% between 2006 and 2009. This gap in actual funding is even worse when you take inflation into account. At the same time, corporate income tax rates in BC are amongst the lowest in North America at around 11%, in some cases close to half of what they are in other parts of the world. Despite the conservative belief to the contrary, studies have shown that lower taxes for the rich and corporations do not correlate with faster economic growth or more jobs. “…scarcity is not unavoidable; it is as simple and complicated as two more points of GST, which would put every province in this country in a very different position when it comes to funding public education.” – Heather-Jane Robertson This “scarcity” of funds could be easily addressed with minor tax increases on corporations and high-income earners. The revenue generated from modest tax reforms on these two groups would dramatically improve services, especially for those most in need. Despite the resistance of many of our political leaders to undertake tax reform like this, several recent studies have highlighted that the majority of Canadians and British Columbians actually support tax increases, and want politicians to take leadership on tackling issues of poverty and inequality. #BCED needs to be a properly funded public good, and there are things that we can do to make it that again. The upcoming BC provincial election in May 2013 is an opportunity to push the issue. Advocating to electoral candidates and communities that education in BC needs to stay public, and that funding needs to be increased are essential elements, but alone are not enough; they need to be paired with a push for all political parties, regardless of affiliation, to commit to tax reform that allows that vision to be possible. If this is something that you are concerned about, I implore you to make some noise, contact your MLA candidates, and let them know that this is important to you. Public education, poverty, and inequity are not partisan issues or class issues; they are social issues, and social justice issues that impact everyone. It is time for us to come together, and to act on them. Ryan Cho, Terry Fox Secondary School, Coquitlam    Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/BargainingAndContracts.aspx?id=33432&printPage=true,BCTF > Teacher letter  	Bargaining and contracts  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Bargaining and Collective Agreements > Teacher Voices My Story: I am scared to say it, but yes, I am a teacher.  I have been for 15 years.  Every since I was a young child people told me I should be a teacher.  I love teaching.  From tying shoes to somersaults, from spelling rules to algebra.  I love teaching.  I coached my first T-Ball team when I was in grade 9.    But what I didn't know was that when I became a teacher, many people would not like me anymore.  People would write hate mail to their local paper accusing me of being a selfish, greedy, opportunistic scoundrel who only chose to be a teacher because of the exorbitant salary package. No one told me that I would hear radio personnel and callers debate as to whether I really had the best interests of students at heart when I refused to allow the government to strip my right to bargain for class size and composition for the students I teach, as if again this motive could only be self-serving.  Tonight I overheard two clerks at the grocery store discussing how I only went into teaching to get the summers off.  Am I really as bad as people portray me to be?  Should I quit my job?  If I had a different job, would people think so poorly of me?  I don't remember my character being publicly called into question when I worked at a fast food restaurant, a grocery store, in a group home, at the insurance business.  Am I no longer the person I once was?       I know.  I will go back to my job I had before I became a teacher. The hours would be way better.  Monday to Friday 8:30 - 4:30.  My husband wouldn't have to tell me regularly at 11pm to stop marking and come to bed.  I wouldn't have to take time away from my kids on weekends to search Pinterest for that really cool project for Monday's art lesson and to teach myself the new Weebly program that the students have been telling me about.  The custodian would be relieved that he wouldn't have to trust me to set the alarm at the school after he leaves at 11 pm.  Thirty students, thirty report cards, 30 minutes minimum each, 3 times a year.  I could live without that.         I was making $40 000 a year in the early 90's, no education required.  By now though I would probably be making $80 or $90.  I would have to start over at 2 weeks holidays a year.  If I had stayed there I would be getting 8 by now.  I gave up $200 000 over that five year period it took for me to get my teaching degree.  I sold my car.  I incurred a student loan of about $50 000.  Not bad.  I am only out $250 000.  It only took me a few years to get a full-time teaching job.  My first year I earned $18 000.  Only out another 22 grand.  My second year I made $22 000.  Only lost $18 000.  My third year I made $28 000.  Getting close to the $40 000 I gave up.  In my fourth year, I finally got my continuing contract.  Yippee!  I was going to make $33 000.  Clearly, I chose this profession for the money.         For the next 10 years, my salary grew by $2000 per year.  Finally, at year 11, I made $45 000. That was the maximum then and I am not that old.  If I had stayed at my old job, I would have made $440 000 by now.  Assuming I never got a salary increase.  I had already been promoted twice in 2 years with several steps to go.  As a teacher for 11 years, I made $388 000.  Now, I have to subtract the $250 000 I gave up over 5 years to get my degree.  After 11 years of teaching and 16 years devoted to being a teacher, I cleared $138 000.  Now I get why people make jokes that teachers are cheap.  I will admit I was happy when Gordon Campbell appointed an arbitrator several years back who told him to give us a well-deserved raise.      I am not complaining.  I am telling you my story.  My uncle was ranting to me one day about how cushy my job was.  I gave him the facts.  He told his daughter not to become a teacher.  She went to work for the company I left so long ago.      If I truly am not in teaching for the money, why am I going on and on about my salary?  Because the public gets lost in discussions about my salary and perceived work hours and they fail to see that maybe, just maybe, teachers are fighting for more than that.  You cannot pay my daughter's grade one teacher enough to teach my child to read.  Is it worth it to me to attract the best high school volleyball coach in the province to help my child get that university scholarship?  The best physics teach to prepare my child for post-secondary?  Should all children to have access to a music specialist so those who can't afford music lessons can play an instrument?  Is it important for every child in B.C. to have the same class sizes that Christy Clark expects for her children?  Should teachers be allowed to have a say in class size and composition?  Is it important to have adequate support for children with special needs?  How much counselling time should be allotted per school to help students deal with issues affecting their safety and well-being, which translates into their learning?  Does every child in B.C. deserve the same amount of money per student as every other province?  Should teachers in B.C. have wage parody with other provinces so we can keep the best teachers here?                Ah!  I might as well just quit.  No one believes I am fighting for the rights of children to the best education B.C. can give.  No one believes that more than anything in the world, I want children to have the tools to pursue their dreams.  Unlike Christy Clark, I believe in the public education system.  My children are in it!     Maybe I can get my old job back.  Then I can simply show up on the picket lines and support the teachers.  The only trouble is I quit that job when I was 21 to pursue a lifelong dream - to become a teacher.           Deb )
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=32077,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > March 2014 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 26, Number 5, March 2014   Judicial Council reports BCTF job action decisions WVTA vs Andrea Smith  A three-member Hearing Panel of the BCTF Judicial Council was duly charged with determining if BCTF member, Andrea Smith, was guilty of breaching Clause 8 of the BCTF Code of Ethics. It was alleged that Ms. Smith engaged in conduct harmful or prejudicial to the interests of the Federation (By-law 7.1 b.), and had contravened Job Action Procedure 44.04.2.b (Strike/Lockouts) by attending work whether or not BCTF has established a picket line when a lawful work stoppage is taking place.  The charge arose when Ms. Smith reportedly worked during the BCTF job action of March 5, 6, and 7, 2012. There was no dispute of these facts. The Hearing Panel determined that, by her actions, Ms. Smith violated Clause 8 of the BCTF Code of Ethics. The Hearing Panel subsequently imposed the following penalties: Pursuant to Procedure 44.16.f.ii.4, Ms. Smith is fined a total of $750, $250 for each of three days, March 5, 6, and 7, 2012, which she worked during a legal job action. Pursuant to Procedure 31.D.02.6.b.iii, the Hearing Panel issues Ms. Smith a reprimand for her disregard toward the BCTF Code of Ethics and her colleagues during the collective strategies action. Pursuant to Procedure 44.16.ii.1, these findings will be published in the next appropriate printed issue of the Teacher Newsmagazine. STA vs David Nichols  A three-member Hearing Panel of the BCTF Judicial Council was duly charged with determining if BCTF member, David Nichols, was guilty of breaching Clause 8 of the BCTF Code of Ethics. It was alleged that Mr. Nichols engaged in conduct harmful or prejudicial to the interests of the Federation (By-law 7.1 b.), and had contravened Job Action Procedure 44.04.2.b (Strikes/Lockouts) by attending work whether or not BCTF has established a picket line when a lawful work stoppage is taking place. The charge arose when Mr. Nichols reportedly worked during the BCTF job action of March 5, 6, and 7, 2012. There was no dispute of these facts. The Hearing Panel determined that, by his actions, Mr. Nichols violated Clause 8 of the BCTF Code of Ethics. The Hearing Panel subsequently imposed the following penalties: Pursuant to Procedure 44.16.f.ii.4, Mr. Nichols is fined a total of $500, $250 for each of the two days, March 5 and 6, 2012, which he worked during a legal job action. Pursuant to Procedure 44.16.ii.1, these findings will be published in the next appropriate printed issue of the Teacher Newsmagazine. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=16806,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2008 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 2, October 2008  What’s at stake? By Bill Hood Teachers and educational academics feel strongly that testing and tests, when appropriately chosen and used, are an important part of the daily life of a class. Teachers also feel strongly that testing, even when used effectively, is just one part of a full process of evaluation and assessment of a student’s progress. Teachers do not base their entire judgment of a student’s learning, in any course or at any level, on just one test or activity. Most teachers are strongly opposed to the provincial government’s so-called accountability/ achievement agenda, and its record of torn-up collective agreements, school closures, increased class sizes, reductions of school libraries, and reduced support for students with special needs. Most also agree that the government emphasis on standardized testing as the central tool in monitoring individual student progress is limited at best, and cynically dysfunctional at worst. There is also a wide-spread genuine public concern that the publication of school scores from the FSA tests and subsequent school rankings based on these results is both unfair, and harmful. Virtually all teachers and educational experts object to the resultant blaming of communities that are already facing many challenges (from poverty, to geography, to other issues) for any low scores that may occur. I feel there is virtual unanimity on this point of view within the BCTF. Teachers, like all trade unionists, also wish for any of our collective actions to have the support of as much of the membership as possible. No one person, or small group, should be picked off or unfairly singled out for any reason. In the matter of FSA tests, there is a genuine concern amongst some teachers that, because these tests are given only to some students, the teachers of these students may be at increased risk—if we choose (as an entire union) to take a stand on this matter. However, this is precisely why we have a union. Grades 4 and 7 teachers should not feel vulnerable. There is the reality of support from their entire union. This is the whole point of solidarity which we, as trade unionists, believe in. We all feel very strongly that the links built between teachers and parents are an important part of every student’s educational progress. There has been a significant increase in support for our concerns about this program. It isn’t a question of either/or. We need to continue our work with parents about our concerns around the FSA tests, while we contemplate our complicity in their delivery. So now we must decide how best to continue to advocate for students and families in our communities. It seems to me that the real issue here is not the FSA tests per se, although I see them as the thin edge of a wedge that values “data”—even that of questionable basis or limited value—over the day-to-day needs of schools and students. The real issue is that the publication of the results of the FSA tests leads to blaming and unfairly singling out communities, schools, and students. The provincial government could make changes. It could make these tests a random sampling of districts’ efforts, as they were originally introduced by a previous government. It could continue with individualized tests but only publish the results to individual families around the province. It can also, of course, continue with its current plan that urges school districts, and their schools, to use these snapshots of student performance as the cornerstone for planning and decision-making, even if the results are then misused and make things worse for many communities. The government understands the effects of these different options. They are simply prepared to pay the price of sacrificing some disadvantaged students, schools, communities, or regions to achieve their political objectives. In the end, this is an economic and ideological choice for them. They save money by not having to use a more expensive but more effective and more complex assessment and evaluation tool and the FSA testing regime neatly fits their philosophy that says that there are nice simple answers for complex social issues. As teachers, we don’t always agree on philosophical matters and this is a healthy thing. However, at the most recent AGM, one of the key speeches that moved me came from a Prince Rupert teacher who talked about the number of schools closed and the impact the rankings have had on their community. Her story gave us each a window to see into a future that we may all face one day. I may not live or teach in Prince Rupert. I may not be a Grade 4 or 7 teacher. I may not be a parent or relative of kids in this community. But I do know that under this current FSA system there is a finger pointing at a school in each and every community that says, “You are at the bottom. You are to blame for your lack of achievement.” I want to stand along with colleagues I have never met around the province; we will no longer be a part of this FSA testing plan as it is currently organized and misused. We need to take this opportunity to say to the students and families currently being singled out: “You are not alone. Teachers from all over the province are standing beside you. This is not fair and we want things to change.” I look forward to more discussion on this matter in the weeks to come. Bill Hood teaches at Maquinna Elementary School, Vancouver.  Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9124&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 19, Number 1, September 2006 Readers write Troops provide security I am delighted to read in Teacher the interest in educating to create a culture of peace. My hope is that all teachers will make peace education a high priority in their classrooms. While traveling in Russia we saw a newspaper photo of a young woman in a nearby border town in Afghanistan who had had her right hand cut off by the Taliban. Her "crime" was reading a book in her own home. I cannot agree that Canada is "a combatant nation" as Jane Turner has labeled our country. Canada is to be commended for their difficult, delicate role in attempting to maintain law and order in Afghanistan so a just and civil society can eventually establish itself there. Our troops are there to protect the public from the Taliban, who are largely a group of insecure, uneducated thugs who used Islam as an excuse to impose its own arbitrary laws on the people. When in power the Taliban’s chief resource was its ruthlessness. Arbitrary assassinations, arbitrary confiscation of property, and the most heinous treatment of women eventually reduced Afghanistan to a country of fear and squalor. The industrious people and the educated people either left the country or retreated into subjugated silence. Let us all hope with Canada’s help a new Afghanistan will be born with a populace that will be able to freely criticize their government as Jane Turner has criticized hers. Muriel Walton Retired teacher and chair of the Community Advisory Committee, Mir Centre for Peace Education, Selkirk College, Castlegar Teaching peace is vital As a retired Kindergarten teacher I was impressed by Jane Turner’s article in the recent Teacher, entitled "Teaching peace is more important than ever." I agree with Turner that it is vital for teachers to learn as much as possible about incorporating peace education into their curriculum. Attitudes and values are developed early in life. When I was teaching, part of the curriculum focused on social responsibility. For me, teaching peace was an essential aspect of that goal. Our classroom became a war-toy-free zone and children and parents responded favourably. One day, in moving around the classroom, I overheard an interesting encounter in the block centre. A child began to use a block as a gun, and another child said, "Don’t you know this is a war-toy-free zone?" The ‘gun’ was replaced by more creative play! Blessings to all peace advocates in the classroom—both large and small. Arlene Kropp Abbotsford)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8672,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, Number 6, May/June 2004 Teachers’ right to inform parents about cuts affirmed In the fall of 2002 teachers around the province used a card to show parents the changes in the size of their class since the B.C. Liberals removed class-size limits from our collective agreement. Some school administrators and boards told teachers they were not allowed to share that information with parents during parent-teacher interviews. We have just received a ruling from arbitrator Don Munroe that states that teachers not only have the right to distribute those cards, they have the right to discuss any information regarding the state of public education in the province with parents during parent-teacher interviews. According to Munroe’s ruling, teachers do not have a duty of loyalty or fidelity to the provincial government. Munroe has upheld a provincial grievance filed by the BCTF on November 6, 2002, and determined that attempts by school boards to prevent teachers from using school bulletin boards, parent-teacher interviews, and other means to advise colleagues and parents of the Union’s and its members’ views with respect to class size and bargaining matters are violations of teachers’ rights to free expression under the charter. In holding that the boards were interfering with teachers free speech, and that such interference was not justified in a free and democratic society, arbitrator Munroe wrote: Here, the School Boards’ purpose was clearly "...to restrict the content of expression by singling out particular meanings that are not to be conveyed"; and likewise "...to control the ability of the [teachers] conveying the meaning to do so." The content of expression sought to be restricted was the teachers’ views on issues of class size, class composition, etc.--issues which at the material times were at the public forefront. The control on the teachers’ ability to convey meaning was to prohibit them from posting flyers on teachers’ bulletin boards where parents or students might see them; and to prohibit the dissemination of information on those subjects, or any discussion thereof, during regular parent-teacher interviews. [T]he posting of the subject bulletins or flyers on the teachers’ bulletin boards, or the handing out of the "cards" at parent-teacher interviews, would in no way interfere with the effective and efficient operation of a school; and neither would it result in loss of instructional time or other educational disturbance. There is no suggestion in the Alleged Actions that the intended communication by the teachers, either as to form or substance, would in any degree have impaired the performance of their duties as teachers. BCPSEA said that the School Boards’ directives to teachers were not intended, for example, to prevent a teacher from discussing the issues, or handing out the "cards" (or the like) at public meetings or even at parent advisory councils. If the communications which are here at issue would be unobjectionable in terms of the duty of fidelity if uttered or distributed in public or quasi-public fora I cannot see how the duty of fidelity becomes a reasonable limit prescribed by law justifying the prohibition of the exact same communications on a teachers’ bulletin board or in the privacy of a parent-teacher interview. I make this additional point. The common law duty of fidelity owed by a teacher, and arising from his or her employment, is a duty owed to the School Board employing that teacher. A teacher does not owe a duty of fidelity arising from employment to the provincial government. To the extent the expressive content of the materials intended by the teachers to be posted or otherwise communicated was aimed at the provincial government, the duty of loyalty or fidelity has no application. This award is a significant victory for teacher (and employee) free speech, and should give school boards pause in attempts to use their power as employers, on behalf of BCPSEA and the provincial government, to suppress the voices of teachers and teacher unions on educational matters. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13556,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 20, Number 1, September 2007 Ten New BCTF lesson aids 1 LA 9350What Would Gandhi Do? K.I.S.S.: Keep it Simple Solutions to Global Problems by Pummy Kaur, 195 p. ©2006. This book contains unique insights and perspectives, and offers simple, highly effective, individual solutions to global problems; solutions that are congruent with Gandhian principles such as simplicity, seva (service), self-sufficiency, courage and compassion. This book clearly and succinctly demonstrates current global problems are immediately reversible, without government, business, industry, or financial-sector assistance. The author, a teacher and mother of three, provides rational, concrete, easy solutions to very complex global problems. The book challenges the western-minded of all ages, races, genders, nationalities, and faiths to examine their own individual complicity in global problems, and it inspires educated, selfless, future conscious, and compassionate individual actions. Recommended by David Suzuki, the Honorable Iona Campagnolo, and Al Gore. Elementary and secondary. $21.95. 2 LA 2235Smoke Screen 2: Through the Eyes of New Canadians produced by Access to Media Education Society, 25-minute DVD, ©2006. Smoke Screen 2 is a youth-driven tobacco prevention/ cessation resource to help classroom teachers and community leaders keep youth from smoking or to help them stop smoking. The package contains two documentaries and two facilitators manualsone for ESL classes/teachers and one for general use. The documentaries tell the story of a group of newcomer youth who are given the opportunity to learn about the dangers of tobacco use and develop antitobacco advertisements aimed at other youth. The guides (2535 pages) contain five formal lesson plans for teachers desiring to use the material in their classrooms to meet the prescribed learning outcomes of Health and Career Education 8 and 9 or Planning 10. The ESL documentary and guide are primarily designed for advanced ESL students, but the DVD also includes a version that includes plain language English subtitles, a version of the ESL documentary that includes simple Chinese subtitles, and a version of the ESL documentary that includes Punjabi subtitles. In addition the CD contains a glossary of terms, worksheets/graphic organizers to go with many of the lessons, full transcripts of the documentary in five languages (Simple Chinese, Punjabi, Vietnamese, Korean, Spanish). Recommended by the BC Ministry of Education. Grades 812. $35. 3 LA 9349Our Home and Native Land: British Columbia Geography produced by LearnSmart Publishing Co., 50 p. ©2006. This workbook provides a fun way for students to learn the basics of BCs geographyborders, rivers, lakes, islands, land regions, cities, mountain ranges, highways, and parks. The workbook is based on the political and physical colour map of BC and the two reference sheetsBC at a Glance and BC Facts, included at the beginning of the workbook. The book contains 37 worksheets and 17 maps, project evaluation form, and answer key for the worksheets. Grades 37. $19.95. 4 LA 8210Communities: A Cross-Curricular Unit by D. & N. Hughes, 56 p. ©2007. This illustrated activity book, with reproducible pages, explores the concept of community by examining the structures and elements specific to family, classroom, neighbourhood, and city communities. The book is thematic and cross-curricular in approach, and encourages students to explore community issues through critical-thinking and discussion activities, reading and writing activities, and art and puzzle activities. Fun activities include creating a neighbourhood collage, building a family tree, and sketching school and neighbourhood maps. Students learn about the importance of mutual reciprocity within community structures, and through the story of Wilbur Wibblespoon they learn the value of commitment and responsibility in the classroom setting. Activities promote critical-thinking skills and related written-language skills. Grades 13. $17.95. 5 LA 8022Take It To Your Seat Phonics Centres: Grades K1 produced by Evan-Moor, 194 p. ©2004. This book includes full-colour materials to construct the centres with full-colour reproducible student task cards and step-by-step teacher directions for making and using each center, reproducible student activity sheets or answer forms and answer key. The 13 self-contained centers are easy to make and phonics topics include visual discrimination, rhyming words, upper- and lower-case letters, initial and final consonant sounds, short-vowel sounds, counting syllables, word families, and more. Produced in the United States and may contain some US-based standards. $21.95 6 LA 9438Middle-Grade Math Minutes: One Hundred Minutes to Better Basic Skills by Creative Teaching Press, 112 p. ©2000. The math problems on each reproducible sheet can be done in one or two minutes. Each minute consists of 10 classroom-tested problems of varying degrees of difficulty, integrating problem solving, and basic math skills. This format offers students an opportunity to improve their own fluency in a manageable, non-threatening format. The quick, one-minute format combined with instant feedback makes this a challenging and motivational assignment students will look forward to each day. Students become active learners as they discover mathematical relationships and apply acquired understanding to complex situations and to the solution of realistic problems in each minute. An answer key is included. Produced in the United States and may contain some US-based standards. Grades 68. $14.95 7 LA 9439Eighth-Grade Math Minutes: One Hundred Minutes to Better Basic Skills by Creative Teaching Press, 114 p. ©2007. Take just one minute a day to quickly assess student progress in basic math skills. This book features 100 quick reproducible drill sheets to help students increase speed in math operations and strengthen problem-solving skills. The 10 problems on each sheet can be done in one or two minutes and are a great warm-up to the daily math lesson. The format combined with instant feedback makes this a challenging and motivational assignment students will look forward to each day. Students become active learners as they discover mathematical relationships and apply acquired understanding to complex situations and to the solution of realistic problems in each minute. An answer key is included. Produced in the United States and may contain some US-based standards. $14.95. 8 LA 9440Algebra Puzzles: Build Pre-Algebra and Algebra Skills Through Puzzles and Problems by Creative Teaching Press, 82 p. ©2007. Algebra Puzzles uses games, puzzles, and other problem-solving activities to give students fresh, new ways of exploring learned concepts. While reviewing essential concepts and vocabulary for pre-algebra and algebra, the book helps students visualize and think more deeply about these abstract ideas. The perfect antidote to algebra anxiety. An answer key is included. Produced in the United States and may contain some US-based standards. Grades 68. $13.95. 9 LA 9441Percents: Reproducible Activities for Targeted Practice by Creative Teaching Press, 50 p. ©2007. The activity pages provide problem-solving activities that allow students to apply what they have learned and practise critical-thinking skills. Students receive reinforcement in: identifying and naming percents, finding and ordering equivalent fractions, decimals and percents, determining the percent of a number, finding a variable that involves a percent, using percents in real-world activities, and solving equations involving percents. Answer key included for quick reference and student self-check. Produced in the United States and may contain some US-based standards. Grades 56. $4.95. 10 LA 9183Parts of Speech and Punctuation: Reproducible Activities for Targeted Practice by Creative Teaching Press, 50 p. ©2007. The activities approach the skills in a variety of ways to provide multiple perspectives on the concept. They are designed to cover different aspects of the topic, including using proper sentence structure, identifying parts of speech, using parts of speech, using capitalization rules, and using proper punctuation. Answer key included. Produced in the United States and may contain some US-based standards. Grades 56. $4.95. More curriculum resources and information are available at www.bcalmer.ca. To order the above lesson aids, enclose a cheque payable to the BCTF or authorized PO to BCTF Lesson Aids Service, 100-550 West 6th Ave., Vancouver, BC V5Z 4P2 or call 604-871-2180, toll free 1-800-663-9163, ext. 2180, with a Visa or Mastercard. GST, postage/handling are included in prices. Orders sent by return mail. Lesson Aids office and display room hours: 95 p.m. Mon. to Fri. from Sept. to June; 95. Tues. to Fri. during July and Aug.; 912 on Sat. during Sept., Oct., Jan., and Feb. bctf.ca/LessonAids. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=10024&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 3, Jan./Feb. 2003 Creating a bully-free climate by Jinny Sims In the wake of an imposed contract, stripped learning and working conditions, and an attack on teachers’ professional influence, many members have discovered that schools don’t feel as safe as they used to. Although the majority of administrative officers do their job in as benign a way as the position allows, there has been an increase in the number of "rogue AOs" who have attempted to intimidate teachers, forgetting that they are still party to a collective agreement with rules about due process for and respectful treatment of employees. In many cases, they are supported by district personnel who attempt to silence teachers’ voices and, in some cases, by school boards that do not make good personnel relations their business. The class-size cards are a case in point. Those small cards were intended to let parents know only two pieces of crucial information: the size of the class their child is in this year and the limit the class would have been held to had the contract limits been in place. Yet, in a number of districts, the district management instructed teachers that they were not to give the cards to parents. Amazing! It can only lead to speculating why anyone would not want parents to be privy to information that directly affects their child’s learning. To add to the unsafe climate, the education minister has sent out the message that teachers in B.C. don’t do a good job, that they need to be monitored and regulated. Reggi Balabanov, the head of BCCPAC, can be counted on to echo that message—in spite of the fact that our public education system in B.C. is one of the best in the world. (Imagine, instead, an education minister who supports the front line professionals, talks about the strengths of the system, and builds public confidence in public education. Imagine a head of a parent organization who joins with teachers in advocating for the best learning conditions for children.) How are teachers reacting to the loss of learning-conditions guarantees for their students, coupled with increased pressure from administrators, and a climate of blame and intimidation? More and more, teachers are phoning local associations and the BCTF in tears. They are distraught because they not only cannot meet the needs of their students with the erosion to services, programs, and class size, but also are being pressured, in covert and overt ways, not to talk about it. They are becoming ill in greater numbers and severity. Many more are looking at teaching as a short-term proposition. Some are leaving the country, and others are leaving the profession. We still have rights and a strong union Some locals and teachers, with the assistance and support of the Federation, have taken on those who try to intimidate. Mission teachers, at Edwin S. Richards Elementary School, wrote a letter to the editor of the local paper. They talked about the proposed loss of the French-immersion program at their school, a program they talked about with pride. What was the district’s response to a simple letter to the editor? It threatened the teachers with discipline for going public. The BCTF ‘s advice in that case was, "Go public again, name the intimidation for what it is, and we’ll support you all the way—legally and politically." Local president Mark Bradshaw did exactly that. He spoke to the media and informed them of the threat and the issues involved. The result was a raft of letters to the editor from parents and others who not only supported the teachers but also joined in decrying the loss of the school program. The school board lost public ground, the parents and teachers allied on issues that were critical to them and their school, and the district was not supported in its attempt to silence teachers. That story shouldn’t be surprising to us. We know what to do and what not to do when faced with threats. Remaining silent does the public education system no good at all. We have many friends and allies Teachers are discovering that the climate of support for public education is warming up. The AGM’s adoption of the Public Education Advocacy Plan, which emphasizes community outreach and direct involvement in school-board elections among other priorities, is paying off. Around the province, teachers helped elect pro-education trustees. Parents are forming groups to advocate for a strong and stable public education system and improved learning conditions for their kids. The press is beginning to cover the impact of the education-funding freeze. Coalitions are springing up everywhere, and Christy Clark is increasingly under attack for her failure to seriously address any of the educational issues. To date, 11 school boards have passed motions of non-confidence or concern about the lack of funding and her failure to advocate for the system. At the recent BCSTA conference, the minister showed up late for her address, made a speech with very little new content, refused to answer questions, and then left. Trustees spoke openly about her poor performance. The Ontario experience Further afield, after years of de-funding the public education system, the Ontario government is now trying to correct the damage its own policies have inflicted. The report by government appointee Mordecai Rozanski has analyzed the situation and the failure of that provincial government’s policies. He recommends an injection of at least $1.8 billion into the education system to rebuild it. We need to call on our government not to put children through the years of turmoil that the Ontario school system endured, but to recognize right now the value of a well-supported and well-funded public education system for our students in B.C. How will we be able to get the message out that what happened in Ontario is happening here in B.C.? Not by having our voices taken away from us. We have a role to play, and we need to speak out. Speaking out for education: A proud and professional tradition Beyond the school walls, the climate’s looking better and better. Now, the challenge is for teachers to join together and move beyond the intimidation to speak out loudly about the issues. We need to meet as union members and work together to find others who support public education. We need to work with parents who always want the best for their kids and with the trustees who understand that education funding and class-size limits are essential to student learning. It is not the time to shut our classroom doors. We have lots of friends outside the school walls. Professionally, it is our responsibility to inform others of the dangers to students and the system posed by government policies. The Federation and B.C. teachers have a long and proud history of speaking out in defence of students and public education. We must continue that tradition. Open your doors to the possibilities of a better future. You’ll find that the climate’s improved and we have many friends and allies, but you need to take the first step. Jinny Sims is the BCTF’s first vice-president.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12656,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 1999 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 12, Number 1, September 1999 More than a waste: Why computers may be harmful by Janet Amsden  The Child and the Machine: Why Computers May Put Our Children’s Education at Risk, Alison Armstrong and Charles Casement Do computers really help children to learn? The authors of this book respond with a resounding No. Although the schools throughout North America and Europe have spent vast sums of money bringing computers into the classroom, the latest research indicates that that may be a waste of resources and students’ time. Based on research and interviews with national and international authorities in the U.S.A. and Canada, The Child and the Machine shows how the uncritical rush to use computers in education ignores the developmental needs of the child. Focussing on children from Kindergarten through Grade 8, the book carefully examines how computers affect all areas of child development, including literacy, math, and science. The Child and the Machine draws on hundreds of studies from North America, Europe, and Japan, bringing to light what is known about the problems associated with the technology. The Child and the Machine looks at what happens to a school when it places huge emphasis on computer technology. It then shows other ways of improving education that are more beneficial for children, such as decreasing class sizes and including a strong arts-based curriculum. – Janet Amsden  For a copy of this book, contact Bev Humphries, (604) 871-1875, 1-800-663-9163 (local 1875) or bhumphries@bctf.ca. There is a limited supply at a cost of $14 (shipping included). Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Touring a natural gas drilling rig with @MLA Mike Bernier, and Brian from EnCana http://t.co/AifdJ4H07b" @Teresa_Wat - 06:01pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=20606&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > March 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 5, March 2010  Unraveling Dorsey By Richard Hoover and George Popp In August of 2009, after 57 days of hearings, Arbitrator Jim Dorsey found that 21 of 81 representative classes from 2006–07 and 2007–08 were in violation of Section 76.1 of The School Act. Now, in a second ruling, Dorsey has ruled on the remedies for the teachers of the 21 classes that were in violation. Despite the employers’ position that no remedies other than simple declarations were appropriate, Dorsey has awarded substantial remedies. During the hearing, the BCTF argued for remedies for the teaching and learning community in each school. We argued for the allocation of additional resources to the school and funds to the local union for the purpose of providing assistance to teachers. We argued for funds for professional development, reference resources, resources for students such as computer equipment and books, additional preparation time for teachers, and paid release time for teachers. As the grievances took so long to resolve, Dorsey was not able to provide any relief to the teachers or students of the 2006–07 or 2007–08 classes that were found to be in violation of the law. So Dorsey chose to award paid release days to the affected teachers and, in cases where the teachers have retired or are no longer teaching in the district, an equivalent monetary amount. In total, Dorsey awarded approximately 70 days of release time for 20 teachers whose classes were found to be in violation of The School Act. Dorsey also found that all teachers of a class including preparation-relief teachers, music, and regularly scheduled teacher-librarians were to receive pro-rated release time as remedy. The remedies are based on four levels of infraction defined by the Dorsey sum assigned to the class. The Dorsey sum is calculated by adding the number of students with IEPs to the total number of students in the class. For example, a Science 9 class of 30 students, including 6 students with IEPs, would have a Dorsey sum of 36. Here is the schedule of remedies that Dorsey determined for teachers of classes in violation of The School Act: Dorsey Sum Remedy  Remedy  Less than 34 2/3 day/mo. 6 days 34 – 36 1 day/mo. 9 days 37 – 39 1 1/3 day/mo. 12 days More than 39 1 2/3 day/mo. 15 days The remedies are to be applied for the school nine months following September 30. They will be based on the percentage of time the teacher taught the class, the number of months the teacher taught the class, and the number of months the class was in violation. Teachers who taught the class for a portion of the time, preparation-relief teachers, or job-share teachers for example, would receive an appropriate portion of the remedy stipulated. The maximum remedy awarded to any one teacher in this particular grievance was nine days of release time for a Grade 4 class of 28 students, including six students with IEPs. To attract a remedy, a class must be found to have been inappropriate for student learning. This entails determining that there was not a reasonably held opinion by the principal or superintendent that the class was appropriate for student learning and/or that the consultation process was lacking or inadequate. Significantly, Arbitrator Dorsey ruled that failure of a principal to consult with a teacher is as serious a breach of the legislation as organizing classes not appropriate for student learning: “A class for which principal-teacher consultation is required and has not been held cannot be a class appropriate for student learning.” Thus lack of consultation attracts the same remedy as if the principal’s opinion was not reasonably held. Dorsey also ruled that by law the consultation process cannot be “fixed” after September 30 by simply undertaking a late consultation: “There is no mechanism in this legislated public policy for a board of education to do after September 30 what it has not done properly before September 30th.” Another significant finding is that the excuse of lack of funds to organize a class appropriately is not a factor in assessing the appropriateness for student learning: “The formula for presumptive arbitrable deference to a principal’s opinion... does not contemplate that a plea of underfunding by the provincial government will be a factor in assessing the appropriateness for student learning.” Further on this point, Dorsey says: “If boards of education are not funded to enable them to fulfill their legislated responsibility and duty, then the funding provincial government must be accountable or the Legislative Assembly must expressly enact relief from the class-size and composition standards and explain to parents and teachers why the standards are no longer desirable or achievable. It is not to be left to arbitrators to diminish remedies for individual teachers or increase deference to the opinions of principals and superintendents because underfunding places boards of education in positions where they must stretch their opinions of what is appropriate for student learning to meet class-size and composition standards with inadequate funding.” As well, Dorsey has ruled that a teacher’s overall workload is not relevant to a particular class: “The public policy focus of The School Act is on the class, not the teacher’s overall workload… .” However, the award also contains some useful guiding principles for future enforcement of the limits. Remedies were reduced for classes where staff reps and teachers agreed to inadequate consultation, where teachers did not complain about lack of consultation or had agreed to teach classes exceeding the limits. Teachers who assisted in organizing classes that exceed the limits also placed themselves in jeopardy of diminishing, or negating, any remedy. So, now we know what the remedies are for the teachers of the 21 classes that were found to be in violation of the Act, out of 81 classes examined by the arbitrator, what’s next? The BCTF has reached an agreement with BCPSEA on a process to deal with the remaining 1,500 classes that we claimed were in violation in 2006–08. In each district where there were alleged class-size/composition violations in 2006–07 and 2007–08, about 20 districts in all, the local parties will now meet to apply the Dorsey rulings to determine which classes were actually in violation and what the appropriate remedy is in each case. Where there is no agreement at the local level, the BCTF and BCPSEA will attempt to resolve the matter, and failing that, the matter will be referred to arbitration for a decision. It is our hope that once the issues of 2006–08 have been fully resolved, we should be able to avoid further costly provincial arbitrations for the as yet unresolved 2008–09 and 2009–10 grievances by applying the Dorsey formulas and rules in each instance where teachers disagreed with the organization of their classes. As Dorsey states in his award, “…the goal and hope…would enable the union and employer to fashion a time-driven, locally administered dispute resolution procedure…to expeditiously resolve differences… .” Clearly, and all in all, this has been a frustrating and time-consuming process that has not even now, three-and-a-half years after the violations occurred, resulted in any educationally meaningful redress for the thousands of students and hundreds of teachers who were in classes that were not appropriate for student learning. Dorsey’s interpretation of the legislation has finally resulted in remedies, but the outcome is still unsatisfactory for teachers who want educationally sound classes, not release time to make up for principals’ and superintendents’ bad judgment and misunderstanding of the law. Richard Hoover is director, and George Popp is assistant director, BCTF Field Service Division.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=16842&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2008 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 2, October 2008  Vancouver Secondarys’ struggle with class size By Anne Guthrie Warman “People don't change when they see the light. They change when they feel the heat.” – adage quoted in The New York Times  The narrative arc of the failure of Bill 33/Section 76 of the School Act is, I think, exemplified in the story of Vancouver secondary teachers and their valiant attempts to get both their board and the provincial government to take their concerns about class and composition overloads seriously. In September of 2006, Vancouver secondary teachers along with teachers all around the province began the onerous and time-consuming task of meeting with administrators to consult about the class-size and composition overloads. At the end of the consultation period, we had over 1,300 violations in the class-size and composition limits outlined in Bill 33. We looked enviously at our elementary colleagues in VESTA who told the board at every step of the way to “re-organize classes” so they were in compliance with consent language and as a result had fewer than 25 violations that fall. Late in the autumn, we waited for the BCTF to take a position on what we saw as the most critical issue for teachers in Vancouver and elsewhere. We were told that Bill 33 was “a baby step in the right direction” and that it would be addressed at the round table. VSTA table officers rightly felt they couldn’t wait and began their own campaign to bring attention to the dire situation in Vancouver. Our campaign began with a news release to all media outlets, print ads in the local weeklies and ethnic papers, and I was interviewed on CKNW and for The Tyee. Both The Province and The Vancouver Sun carried stories with our point of view presented and we held a press conference where teachers with some of the worst violations talked to the media. This blitzkrieg got the attention of the Vancouver School Board, and at a finance committee meeting in December, they announced they were prepared to put 26.6 FTE temporary staffing into the system to address some of the size and composition issues. This temporary staffing, which provided a band-aid from January through June, was promptly taken back and we began at square one last fall. (My term “hokey-pokey” staffing went into the local’s vernacular.) We began all over again with exactly the same outcome as the year before—1,329 classes exceeded the limits. At the zone meetings last fall, all over the province teacher reps spoke loudly and clearly about this issue and renewed their calls to the BCTF Executive to make this their priority as a campaign. We continued our campaign, this time with a full-page advertisement in the dailies and The Georgia Straight (with help from BCTF graphics and communications). The ad, with the headline, “What Could They Be Thinking?” outlined some of the most egregious examples such as: English 9 with 37 students (9 requiring IEPs), Metalwork 11/12 with 27 students (13 requiring IEPs), and so on. The day it came out, I was called to the superintendent’s office as he had received a furious call from Minister Bond disputing our numbers. They were, I assured him, correct, and further I said we found his comments to the board that “class size composition limits were appropriate for student learning” disingenuous. Further staffing was “found” and some of the worst examples were “fixed.” This September as we began our consultations, our board found they had a $2.1 million surplus and proposed once again, providing 17 temporary positions. After my railing again about the hokey-pokey staffing model to the media, the board, the senior management (and anyone else who would listen), the 17 positions were changed to continuing when it went to a vote at the board. Small victories—and so it goes. As we enter this election year, it is our contention that this failed promise of Bill 33, Section 76, needs to be our number one issue. We are looking to elect a progressive board in Vancouver and our first question to prospective candidates is “How will you actively campaign to return class size and class composition to the levels of 2001?” Further, we need to state unequivocally in all our election work that the provincial government and boards of education must commit to staffing levels that keep class size and composition configurations within the limits specified in The School Act and provide sufficient resources so that meaningful decisions can be made at the school level when those limits are reached. All the BCTF polling with focus groups indicated that this is still the number one issue embedded in the public consciousness after our job action in 2005. We owe it to ourselves to make sure that we keep it there for this important election year. Anne Guthrie Warman is president of the Vancouver Secondary Teachers’ Association.)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=14924,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2008 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 20, Number 4, January/February 2008 President's message Welcoming new teachers Several years ago, we began the practice of going to the teacher-training programs in the province for a BCTF Day on Campus. One of my favourite duties as president of the Federation is giving the plenary address and answering questions at our days on campus. It is a lovely experience to look into the faces of the generation that will replace us when we retire. When these new teachers enter the profession they bring a fresh perspective, recent university training, and a new enthusiasm to our schools. They cause us to see teaching through new eyes and remind us why we chose to become teachers. When I speak about our organization at these events, my commitment to the BCTF is also renewed. Most students have heard about our work in bargaining and political action because that activity gets a great deal of media attention. I let them know that we devote equal time and resources to our work as a professional organization. When we talk about ensuring a strong and stable public education system, we understand that being good teachers and becoming better teachers is one of the ways we keep our public system strong. I tell the students about our many fine professional programs such as Program Quality Teaching, Peer Support, and our workshop programs. More than 160 teachers volunteer a great deal of their precious time to become "teachers teaching teachers." I encourage the students to join one of our 33 provincial specialist associations. Our PSAs play a key role in professional development and curriculum issues. We are the only teacher organization in the country to run a lesson aids service for our members. It is never too early to let new teachers know they need to pay attention to economic security. I tell the students to make note of our $16 billion pension plan and our $180 million Salary Indemnity Fund. As for the political side of our work, as teachers we recognize that political decisions influence everything we do—how we teach, what we teach, how much we get paid to teach, how many students are in our class, and how many resources we have to meet their needs. For all of our 90-year history, we have been engaged in attempting to influence government. We will be counting on the next generation of teachers to continue that tradition. One of the most wonderful aspects of the teachers of BC is that we are not content to concentrate exclusively on public education. We are proud to describe ourselves as a social-justice union. We want to change the world for the better. That’s what teaching is all about. We continue the struggle for peace and against racism, sexism, poverty, and homophobia. In post-apartheid South Africa we helped teachers form the South African Democratic Teachers’ Union and we continue to have a very strong relationship with many teacher unions both in Africa and Latin America. We have a great deal to contribute but also a great deal to learn from our colleagues around the world about political activism, democracy, and social justice. Sometimes when I describe to students all the things the BCTF does I am exhausted, but mostly it convinces me that I am right when I tell them they are joining the finest group of teachers in the world. Our BCTF days on campus have given me the opportunity to meet many of the young people who will be the next generation of teachers and activists in the BCTF. Our union and public education will be in good hands. Irene Lanzinger Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/friendconnect/directory/CSI/CSI/,Staffroom Confidential Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Sorry, the page you were looking for in this blog does not exist. Sorry, the page you were looking for in this blog does not exist. Home Subscribe to: Posts (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts All Comments Atom All Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ▼  September (9) Reflections on the BC Teacher Strike BC Teacher strike - Lessons learned Response to Sandy Garossino Will the Education Fund improve classroom conditio... Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Class composition: a human rights perspective Class size and composition - a short visual histor... Guest post - I WILL HOLD THE LINE Teachers - let your leadership know it is time to ... ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=25040,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 4, January/February 2012   Classified advertising  Travel/Vacation FRANCE. Ultimate vacations, privately owned, beautiful furn. 1 bdrm. central Paris. Wkly/mthly. 604-738-1876, 604-879-4936, irene.roland@gmail.com, www.ultimateparis.com  MAUI HAWAII, Great S. Kihei location, 1 bdrm. with ocean view, across the street from great beaches. For more information 209-599-5248 or www.maui342.com  KIHEI, MAUI, Privately owned, beautiful fully furn. 2 bdrm, 2 bath condo, across from Kamaole Beaches. Great complex, Great location. 250-598-6955. PUERTO VALLARTA Bright, clean, quiet, 1 bdrm, 2 blks from beach, downtown, $350/wk., mnthly rates. 604-608-4268, dbemc@hotmail.com  GULF ISLANDS Deluxe waterfront cottage, 1 bd./sleeps 4, winter and summer rates, call Alma 250-629-3008, www.ainsliepointcottage.com  SOUTH OF FRANCE villa in lively, lovely market town of Limoux. 4 bdrms. Sleeps 8. 2 bathrooms. All mod cons. Near lake and river swimming and historic Carcassonne. Great rates. Deep discounts for long-term, off-season. www.southoffrancerental.com  QUADRA ISLAND private cabin for 2. Panoramic ocean, mountain view, soaker tub, www.lunavista.ca   WATERFRONT CONDO Birch Bay, WA. 2 bdrm, 2 bath, for week or weekend rentals. Complex has indoor pool, hot tub, games room. $150/night or $900/wk (plus $50 cln. fee), birchbayrentals.com or call Teresa@ 604-831-4080. WHISTLER. Townhouse, sleeps 6, fully equip. 604-925-7669 or Gary 604-669-7212. GRAND TOUR. Join us on The Grand Tour in July 2012. Teacher owned and operated. www.onelifetours.ca for details. WHISTLER Village Condo. Great location, Pool, Sleeps 4, Walk to everything, Low prices whistlercondo4u.directvacations.com or e-mail whistlercondo4u@gmail.com  PALM SPRINGS. 2 bdrm., 2 bath townhome. Newly renovated private spa. 604-574-1904, ldevitt@roadrunner.com  TRANQUIL SEASIDE retreat. Quadra Island. Full facilities and Internet. Serene mountain and oceanview. www.otterhouse.ca  FRANCE FRANCE 2012 holiday rental. Well renovated converted barn & stone houses in ancient, traditional vineyard village, SW France. Great walking, cycling, food, wine, Cathar castles. C$810/C$1110/wk. per family. U 18. E-mail mjcapper@hotmail.com, visit www.ourhouseinfrance.com.au  EDUCATORS ALASKA ESCAPE. July 6, 2012 RT Seattle or Aug 22, 2012 Vancouver. 7 Day Inside Passage, Fr $689* taxes & fees extra. http://vision2000.ca/sheilabarry, 1-855-287-2929. Space is limited!  RELAX and rejuvenate on Quadra Island. Beautiful 3 bdm. home. Available July and August for weekly rental. www.fernwoodgardens.ca  GABRIOLA ISLAND, BC. 2 bdrm. cottage, gabriolacottage.netfirms.com or visit FLIPKEY, boysen@shaw.ca, 250-247-9883. HORNBY ISLAND. 2 bdrm. beautiful fully furn. house, 12 acres, nr coop, Tribune, beaches. $950/wk. summer, $120/night off-season, elkin@shaw.ca, 250-480-1027. For rent/Exchange VANCOUVER Clean, bright, quiet, centrally located condos at Robson & Bute. 1 bdrm. $95. Daily/wkly/ mthly rates. 604-608-4268, dbemc@hotmail.com  CHILLIWACK EXCHANGE. Want to try life in the Fraser Valley? Let’s exchange your Greater Vancouver house/townhouse for our beautiful, private, 4 bdrm. Fairfield Island home for 6–12 months. Grow your own veggies!! Hiking, paddling minutes from your door. Vicgladish@shaw.ca  VANCOUVER Furnished home, centrally located, available for rent May through July 2012. For details check www3.telus.net/VancouverHouse  Miscellaneous RETIRING SOON? Join the B.C. Retired Teachers’ Association. Add your voice. The BCRTA is affiliated with the Council of Senior Citizens Organization and The Canadian Association of Retired Teachers to make seniors’ issues a government priority. For more information, go to www.bcrta.ca or call 604-871-2260, 1-877-683-2243. PENSION QUESTIONS? Ask Arnie – now retired and available for expert, personal, one-to-one consultation including pension estimates, options, bridge, CPP/OAS, and pension splitting. Reasonable rates. Call Arnie Lambert at 604-354-5624 or e-mail arnielambert@shaw.ca  FRENCH FIELD TRIPS. Contact Sandy, Burns Bog Conservation Society, 604-572-0373. FIELD TRIPS. K–12 curriculum based. Burns Bog Conservation Society, 604-572-0373. FOR PEAT’S SAKE. A classroom study on Burns Bog and other peatlands. K–7 curriculum based. 206 pages, $59.95 plus HST. Special rate for multiple copies. Burns Bog Conservation Society, 604-572-0373. SCHOOL TATOOS 1,000 tattoos with your school’s logo $149. Visit www.schooltattoos.ca, E-mail info@schooltattoos.ca or call 613-567-2636. TILING & PAINTING. Want to get the job done right? Call Vito. Glass and slate specialist. Indoor, outdoor painting. Serving the Vancouver area since 1996. www.tile-rific.ca or call 604-831-4013. SELLING all of my teaching supplies. Nanaimo. Kijiji 328159628. FOR SALE. Costa Rica Home, Spanish Style built in 2009 : $350,000 in province of Alajuela, 10 min. from Atenas and the NEW highway to San Jose and the Pacific Ocean, Cima Hospital and major shopping areas. 210 sq m home, 3 bdrms, 3 bath, quality products throughout. Located in the mountains where it is cooler. Beautifully landscaped with many tropical flowers. A coffee farm 8000 sq m, mangoes, bananas, oranges, lemons, sugar cane, avocadoes. Phone 604-824-2125, trishlewis@shaw.ca   Classified ads cost $1 per word plus HST. E-mail Kathleen Smith, ksmith@bctf.ca with your ad prior to deadline. Payment can be made with cheque or credit card.   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media last tweet "" @ - 12:00am Follow @ last post "" facebook/ - Jan 1st Like Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=21647,BCTF News Releases  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources   For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development News Release Archives 2014  2013  2012    2011 2010  2009  2008 2007  2006  Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2010 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  October 19, 2010 Teachers believe in lifelong learning This weekend, teachers from across BC will be gaining new knowledge and skills through dozens of conferences organized by their peers and colleagues. Many events are wrapped around the province-wide professional development day, Friday, October 22.  “Every year this PD day offers a tremendously rich array of learning opportunities for teachers across BC,” said BCTF President Susan Lambert. “Teachers engage in personal research and inquiry, learn from experts, and share ideas and experiences in collaboration with colleagues.”  Lambert noted that a recent survey found BC teachers to be deeply committed to ongoing professional development opportunities, especially those that are self-directed and collaborative. As well, thousands of teachers continue postgraduate studies in the summer or even while they are working. A full 25% of BC teachers have completed their masters’ degrees and a further 26% have achieved a university certificate or diploma beyond the bachelor level.  Within the BCTF, there are 33 Provincial Specialist Associations that cater to the needs of teachers in every subject field and area of interest. Through their PSAs, teachers devote thousands of hours of volunteer time to organising conferences, publishing journals, and supporting one another professionally. At PSA conferences, many keynote speakers are leading international experts in their fields of education, and others are well-known across society. For example:  Stephen Lewis: Canada’s former ambassador to the United Nations will address the BC Teachers for Peace and Global Education on October 21, 7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. at Sullivan Heights Secondary in Surrey.  Margaret Trudeau: The former first lady will speak to the BC School Counsellors’ Association on “Making Tough Choices” on October 21, 9:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. at the Coast Plaza Hotel and Suites in Vancouver.  Among the workshop themes on offer at this year’s conferences are: Teachings from the elders in Aboriginal education; adapting teaching practice for students with special needs; teaching in rural classrooms; facing the realities of racism; meaningful integration of technology into the classroom; brain-friendly strategies to ignite gifted learners; science workshops at TRIUMF research centre; teaching business education for the 21st century; and building a more civil society through teaching rights, freedoms, and responsibilities for the 21st century. Every subject area from art to athletics, science to math, reading to literature is covered.  For a complete listing of conferences and workshops, visit:  http://bctf.ca/uploadedFiles/Public/ProD/PD-Calendar.cfm   -  30  - For more information, contact Nancy Knickerbocker, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell). Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2011/11/pearson-alized-learning-guest.html?showComment=1320865209849,Staffroom Confidential: Pearson-alized learning: Guest commentary on #bcedplan Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, November 8, 2011 Pearson-alized learning: Guest commentary on #bcedplan Today's guest post is from David Komljenovic, Kamloops teacher   After researching more about the origins of the BC Education plan and the proliferation of the 21st century learning mantra, I am more convinced that our message could be "BC Public Education is not for sale".   From the information to follow, there is evidence that corporations and primarily one has benefitted from the underfunding and undermining of public education. My sense is that when government attempts to create crisis in education, corporations give the appearance that they need to come and pick up the pieces. Difficult to do in BC which ranks as one of the best in the world. But the BC Ed plan may be the equivalent to the premise of Snobelen's infamous speech on "manufacturing crisis" in Ontario's public education system.   Pearson Education is the largest corporation in the education market (not that there should be a market in public education - but...). With the recent move to provide districts and charter schools in the US with personalized learning options, consider their creep into Canada and BC.   First, consider what Pearson is doing in the field of Personalized Learning (http://www.pearsoned.com/pearson-and-knewton-partner-to-advance-next-generation-of-digital-education/). In the attached article, the company Knewton joined up with Pearson to provide a diagnosis tool for students proficiency (enter Standardized Testing). If you wondered how standardized testing fits with the BC Education Plan, consider the market for standardized tests and how corporations will say that they are just using them as a toold to diagnose learner need so that their program can be personalized. The program is also a product that can be provided by Pearson or Knewton or perhaps another corporation.   Second, Pearson is involved in taking over the international assessments (PISA) that consistently rank Finland, Canada, and South Korea at the top - more egalitarian and/or cooperative systems compared to the rest of the jurisdictions. (http://www.pearson.com/media-1/announcements/?i=1485). What will corporate control of the assessments mean - haven't put my mind to that question but it is a concern.   Then consider that Pearson has taken over BCeSIS. Again, a manufactured crisis - as if BCeSIS was even necessary. It was forced upon districts who spent countless funds and ended up being a failure. Here comes Pearson to the rescue to take over the program to replace it with BCeSIS. Consider this article from the Vancouver Sun: http://blogs.vancouversun.com/2010/11/17/bcesis-and-pearson-education-better-for-teachers/ .  Enter Bill 3 - the attempt by government to eliminate privacy protections that were in place before (https://www.privacyassociation.org/publications/2011_10_21_opinion_bc_bill_could_threaten_privacy/) . The government will have a greater ability to collect information on individual citizens and share the information with other agencies (Homeland Security in the US is a concern - so it providing the information to corporations like Pearson which will have access to the software system with just about all of a student's information anyways).     In terms of Personalized Learning in BC (which is the BC Education Plan), Pearson has already met with various districts to help provide services. Consider this article: http://www.pearsonschoolcanada.ca/index.cfm?locator=PSZqH7.   The icing on the top for government, they can say all of this necessitates them gutting our collective rights and have us worry about that while they are accelerating the sale of public education. But the real agenda, in my mind, is having corporations come in and provide (and control) funding where the government (and really the people of BC) should be stepping in.   Educational philosopher John Dewey stated "Democracy must be born anew in each generation, and education is its midwife". Media control in Canada is a concern in that few corporations control a fair bit of information, but education is all about thought. Personalized learning as a marketed program that is provided by one or two major corporations will provide one or two versions of thought - which is why the fight for professionalism is more important now than ever before.     So while teachers have been told we cannot wear buttons or place materials on bulletin boards to express thought, a major corporation will soon have unlimited access to children for what reason other than to exploit (consider the premise in the film "The Corporation" http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Corporation_(film).   Pearson's drive to control the world's educational needs cannot help but undermine what public education is meant to serve - which is a diversity of thought without control of any one opinion. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 5:24 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 7 comments: AnonymousNovember 9, 2011 at 11:00 AM One of the reasons why Finland is so highly rated in educational achievement (literacy specifically) is related to its language and overwhelmingly so. Finnish is a highly phonemic language: "The Finnish orthography follows the phoneme principle: each phoneme (meaningful sound) of the language corresponds to exactly one grapheme (independent letter), and each grapheme represents almost exactly one phoneme. This enables an easy spelling and facilitates reading and writing acquisition. The rule of thumb for Finnish orthography is: write as you read, read as you write." So, in effect, the language is really easy to learn. It is also easy to teach. There is less time spent teaching students how to read. More time is spent on content, which explains --in large part-- why Finland does so well in educational achievement ... and literacy. So, instead of reforming educational practices or using Ipads in the classroom (which might be relatively helpful nonetheless), the most efficient policy should be to reform the English language to be more phonemic! According to research, the average students should be able to read (and spell) English 2 years earlier than he or she is now! However, I doubt Pearson will want that from happening!ReplyDelete AnonymousNovember 11, 2011 at 12:05 PM Looks very much like the Koch brother's ALEC mantra is now infecting BC's public school system. They do fund the Fraser Institute generously.ReplyDelete LGTNovember 11, 2011 at 11:00 PM Brilliant article and scary reality.ReplyDelete AnonymousNovember 15, 2011 at 6:09 PM Somehow I doubt you'll see Pearson's software in St. George's or Shawnigan Lake. Good old fashion teaching will remain. Why else would the fat cats send their brats there? Just so they can sit in front of a console and follow a computer program? What we need to do is go back to streaming. Meat heads in one school and kids who care in another. Problem solved. Sounds cruel, but it will work. This garbage we're seeing from the Liberals will not.ReplyDelete David KomljenovicNovember 21, 2011 at 8:59 PM Compare the logo for the Surrey First Education civic party and the logo of Pearson Education. Eerily similar. T. James discovered this link and you can view the two logos at these URLs: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pearson_Education and http://www.surreyfirsteducation.com/ .ReplyDelete rightfootNovember 25, 2011 at 2:34 AM The English curriculum at Pearson is very old fashioned. Structured, traditional, little room for student choice. Not what 21st century learning purports to be. This is a con job.ReplyDelete rwMay 16, 2012 at 4:46 PM This is just what the idiots living in this province want. I'm not surprised. Actually, this has been a long time coming, and now it's finally here; The END of the BCTF and public education as we knew it. I’d expect the BCTF, BCGEU, nurses, and doctors to all go out in September, but only the teachers will be ordered back with the threat of dismissal. I would guess the teachers will defy the order and many will be dismissed and fined. I expect to see their union bosses thrown in jail for a couple of days for good measure. It will be ugly, but the teachers of BC have nothing left to give and nothing to lose. Many will simply be deemed surplus and let go.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ▼  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ▼  November (8) LRB dismisses BCPSEA application 19th century labour relations for 21st century edu... Change sweeps across many BC school Boards Victoria Trustee candidates - My voting card Is Bill 33 discriminatory? Pearson-alized learning: Guest commentary on #bced... Smartphones or saxophones? bcedplan gets it wrong Teacher activism: Keeping BC's education system st... ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/local48/SSTA_Maternity-Parental_Leaves.html,SSTA_Maternity, Parental & Parenthood Leaves Home About Us Services PD Publications SSTA - Sea to Sky Teachers' Association Maternity, Parental and Parenthood Leaves   MATERNITY LEAVE Maternity Leave is covered under G.22 of our Collective Agreement and under the Canada Labour Code. To apply for maternity leave, please provide the employer with the estimated commencement of your leave as soon as possible in order to facilitate posting for your replacement.Â  To apply for Supplemental Benefit Plan (Top-Up), please provide the employer with: 1) The confirmed date of commencement of your Maternity Leave 2) Proof of Application for Employment Insurance Benefits. 3) Proof of actual receipt of EI benefits (Copy of EI cheque stub). Supplemental earnings will be paid bi-weekly for those who qualify. The deadline for submitting EI cheque stubs to the Board is the Monday before the next scheduled pay date. The benefit paid under the plan is set at 75% of your "normal weekly earnings". Payments will be made by cheque and will be subject to Income Tax, CPP, and Pension.   Below, we have provided the following to give further information regarding Maternity, Paternity, Parental and Parenthood leaves: Definitions: Maternity Leave Paternity Leave Parental Leave Parenthood Leave Available only to the biological mother in a period surrounding the birth of the child. This is to provide time to mother and child to recover physically from the birth. Two days paid leave (by the employer) for the father on the birth of his child. Available to biological and adoptive parents - 35 weeks to be claimed by one parent or shared between the two parents. Period of time following parental leave. PLEASE NOTE: Parental and Parenthood leave shall be taken consecutively and shall not exceed a total of 20 working months.   Links BCTF: Leaves - Rights & Benefits Page Maternity, Parental and Sickness Benefits Employment Insurance and Teachers Online Benefits Application   Please note: The government site changes often so the links may not work. Please contact the SSTA office if you have difficulities with these links.       Home About Us Services PD Publications   Follow Us:)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Touring a natural gas drilling rig with @MLA Mike Bernier, and Brian from EnCana http://t.co/AifdJ4H07b" @Teresa_Wat - 06:01pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=21871,BCTF News Releases  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources   For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development News Release Archives 2014  2013  2012    2011 2010  2009  2008 2007  2006  Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2011 Archives     BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  January 13, 2011 Kindergarten and high school classes are larger now than any time in the last five years  Today the Ministry of Education issued a news release misleadingly headlined: “New report shows classes still smaller.” Nothing could be further from the truth. “This release offers nothing more than numbers taken entirely out of context. It’s highly manipulative of statistics that have a real impact in terms of children’s learning conditions across BC,” said BCTF President Susan Lambert. “In Vancouver, some schools are reporting up to 30% of classes in violation of the government’s own legislated class size and composition limits. In Langley, 735 out of 2,352 classes are either over 30 and/or have three or more students with special needs. In other words, about 31% of all Langley classes are in violation of the limits.” The ministry reports that 3,627 classes have more than 30 students, but it fails to report that this is an increase of 12.3% over last year’s total of 3,229 oversized classes (see charts below). The average class sizes both at the Kindergarten level and in secondary schools have gone up: This year the average Kindergarten class size is 18.3 students, up from 17.8 last year. This year the average size of classes in Grades 8 through 12 is 25.1, up from 24.8 last year. Lambert noted that, in fact, the Kindergarten and secondary school class sizes are higher now than at any time in the last five years.  Perhaps more distressing news to teachers and parents will be the dramatic increase in the number of classes with more than three students with special needs. The legislation stipulates that no class should have more than three students whose special needs require them to have an Individual Education Plan. However, this year’s report shows that 12,240 classes have four or more students with IEPs. This represents 18.9% of all classes in the province. “How can these numbers possibly justify that headline?” Lambert asked. “It’s extremely distressing to see the ministry spinning a story that is so fundamentally at odds with the difficult reality in large and complex classroom situations throughout BC.” Lambert called on the provincial government to restore the class size and composition limits that were stripped from the teachers’ collective agreement and to rehire the roughly 1,300 learning specialist teachers lost to the system. Province-wide class-size averages   Kindergarten  Grade 1–3  Grade 4–7  Grade 8–12  2010–11 18.3 20.7 25.9 25.1 2009–10 17.8 20.7 26.0 24.8 2008–09 17.7 20.6 25.8 24.4 2007–08 17.4 20.4 25.8 24.4 2006–07 17.5 20.3 25.8 24.4 2005–06 17.7 20.8 26.3 25.0  Provincial class-size and composition data   Classes having   more than  three students with IEPs  % of total classes in BC   Classes having more than 30 students  % of total classes in BC  Total number of classes BC-wide  2010–11 12,240 18.9 3,627 5.6 64,909 2009–10 11,959 17.7 3,229 4.8 67,473 2008–09 10,985 16.1 3,336 4.9 68,357 2007–08 10,313 15.0 3,179 4.6 68,693 2006–07 9,559 13.9 3,257 4.7 68,665 2005–06 10,942 16.2 9,253 13.7 67,499 Source: Ministry of Education website: www.bced.gov.bc.ca/reporting/  -  30  - For more information, contact Nancy Knickerbocker, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell). Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/unitedstrong,Jody Polukoshko (@unitedstrong) | Twitter টুইটার অনুসন্ধান অনুসন্ধান টুইটার খুঁজুন সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ ভাষা : বাংলা. हिन्दी Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন টুইটার-এ নতুন ? আজই যোগদান করুন » সাইন ইন করুন ফোন, ইমেল বা ব্যবহারকারীর নাম পাসওয়ার্ড সাইন ইন আমাকে মনে রাখুন পাসওয়ার্ড ভুলে গেছেন? ইতিমধ্যে আপনি কি টেক্সট বার্তার মাধ্যমে টুইটার ব্যবহার করছেন? Jody Polukoshko @unitedstrong টুইটসমূহ ১,৩৭২ ফটো/ভিডিও ১০৫ অনুসরণ করছেন ৭০০ অনুসারীবৃন্দ ৫৫৯ প্রিয়সমূহ ২৪   আরো প্রিয়সমূহ তালিকাসমূহ সরব @unitedstrong নীরব @unitedstrong অনুসরণ অনুসরণ করা কর্মসমূহ:অনুসরণ না করা অবরুদ্ধ অবরোধ মুক্ত মুলতুবি বাতিল Jody Polukoshko @unitedstrong Vancouver Public School Teacher, activist, bargainer, voter, agent of change. যোগ দিয়েছে অক্টোবর ২০১১ ১০৫ ফটো বা ভিডিওগুলো টুইটসমূহ টুইটসমূহ Tweets & replies Jody Polukoshko retweeted Tami McDiarmid @McdiarmidTami  ·  ৫ অক্টোবর @CherieeWeichel @unitedstrong @britishkarimbia Just one more example of why every school needs a full time librarian! কথোপকথন দেখুন প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ৩ retweets ৩ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ১ favorite ১ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Jody Polukoshko retweeted Ohio BATs @OhioBATs  ·  ২৯ সেপ্টেম্বর . @StandStrongREA This is why you fight and why we have your backs! Thank you!! #solidarity @BadassTeachersA . @OhioEA pic.twitter.com/XbPoworY3R আরো ছবি ও ভিডিও দেখুন প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ১৩ retweets ১৩ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ৬ favorites ৬ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Jody Polukoshko @unitedstrong  ·  ২৯ সেপ্টেম্বর . @McdiarmidTami "I have to stop laughing and open my eyes so I can see it!" #WCB pic.twitter.com/NnOadcvnfu আরো ছবি ও ভিডিও দেখুন প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ০ retweet সমাদৃত পছন্দ ৩ favorites ৩ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Jody Polukoshko @unitedstrong  ·  ২৮ সেপ্টেম্বর Laurie says: "when you get really mad, ask a question" pic.twitter.com/VuBPz1sBqF আরো ছবি ও ভিডিও দেখুন প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ০ retweet সমাদৃত পছন্দ ০ favorite আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Jody Polukoshko @unitedstrong  ·  ২৭ সেপ্টেম্বর The Wild Canadian Beavers Gibsons 1st annual retreat. Love these jackasses @McdiarmidTami @HounsellMiranda pic.twitter.com/PnNi7QrG8T আরো ছবি ও ভিডিও দেখুন প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ০ retweet সমাদৃত পছন্দ ২ favorites ২ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Jody Polukoshko @unitedstrong  ·  ২৭ সেপ্টেম্বর Wine selection for the first annual Wild Canadian Beavers weekend pic.twitter.com/zIDDNvS47D আরো ছবি ও ভিডিও দেখুন প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ০ retweet সমাদৃত পছন্দ ২ favorites ২ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Jody Polukoshko retweeted Lindsay Donaldson @leftylinds  ·  ২৫ সেপ্টেম্বর @impishchimp it's like Joni Mitchell and Willie Nelson just sang a duet and you wrote the lyrics. কথোপকথন দেখুন প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ১ retweet ১ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ১ favorite ১ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Jody Polukoshko @unitedstrong  ·  ২৪ সেপ্টেম্বর Teaching is hard work! Beautiful, exciting, rewarding, transformative, hard work. #bced প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ৮ retweets ৮ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ৮ favorites ৮ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Jody Polukoshko @unitedstrong  ·  ২২ সেপ্টেম্বর . @DickensElem #bced pic.twitter.com/8Pcnyiy3yR আরো ছবি ও ভিডিও দেখুন প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ১ retweet ১ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ২ favorites ২ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Jody Polukoshko retweeted Linda McQuaig @LindaMcQuaig  ·  ১৮ সেপ্টেম্বর These audits aren't random. My column on Harper's war on independent thought. http://www.ipolitics.ca/2014/09/17/harper-ramps-up-his-war-on-independent-thought/ … #cdnpoli #canlab প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ৭৩ retweets ৭৩ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ২১ favorites ২১ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Jody Polukoshko @unitedstrong  ·  ২০ সেপ্টেম্বর . @VESTA39 conversations w/ parents & public today showed public totally engaged. Qs re: the deal, the appeal, love for teacher courage #bced প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ১৬ retweets ১৬ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ৬ favorites ৬ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Jody Polukoshko @unitedstrong  ·  ২০ সেপ্টেম্বর . @VESTA39 members @ Trout Lake thanking parents & the public for support during @bctf strike. Much reciprocity! #bced pic.twitter.com/zx8nzcJtNy আরো ছবি ও ভিডিও দেখুন প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ২৪ retweets ২৪ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ১৩ favorites ১৩ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Jody Polukoshko retweeted Sandy Garossino @Garossino  ·  ১৯ সেপ্টেম্বর Let it never be forgotten the record clearly demonstrated the government's bad faith w teachers & dishonesty w the public. #bcpoli #bced প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ২৬৮ retweets ২৬৮ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ১৫০ favorites ১৫০ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Jody Polukoshko retweeted Raffi Cavoukian @Raffi_RC  ·  ১৯ সেপ্টেম্বর a champion of public education is a champion of children & their fundamental right to an education—a champion of teachers too. #bced প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ৩৫ retweets ৩৫ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ১৮ favorites ১৮ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Jody Polukoshko retweeted BCTF @bctf  ·  ১৯ সেপ্টেম্বর Important for parents and the public to continue engaging their MLAs. Next #bcpoli budget needs to see increased funds for #bced প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ১৪১ retweets ১৪১ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ৬৮ favorites ৬৮ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Jody Polukoshko retweeted Chris Harris @ChrisHarrisBC  ·  ১৮ সেপ্টেম্বর @rmfaris Old VTF CA with stripped language struck through in red: http://vsta.ca/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/pre-strip-VTF-VSB-agreement.pdf … @dsstorms @southgateharper @BCPVPA কথোপকথন দেখুন প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ৪ retweets ৪ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ২ favorites ২ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Jody Polukoshko অনুসৃত DudeChillingPark, banksy, Andrea Joseph এবং 9 অন্যান্য সরব @DudeChillinPark নীরব @DudeChillinPark অনুসরণ অনুসরণ করা কর্মসমূহ:অনুসরণ না করা অবরুদ্ধ অবরোধ মুক্ত মুলতুবি বাতিল DudeChillingPark @DudeChillinPark সরব @thereaIbanksy নীরব @thereaIbanksy অনুসরণ অনুসরণ করা কর্মসমূহ:অনুসরণ না করা অবরুদ্ধ অবরোধ মুক্ত মুলতুবি বাতিল banksy @thereaIbanksy fan account Jody Polukoshko retweeted Curious George @impishchimp  ·  ১৬ সেপ্টেম্বর Clark claims #bced deal will end "30 yrs of dysfunction." Schools still underfunded, classes overflowing, kids w/out support. It's not over. প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ৫৮ retweets ৫৮ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ২৩ favorites ২৩ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Jody Polukoshko retweeted Kathy Rice @Kathy_Rice  ·  ১৬ সেপ্টেম্বর Congrats @christyclarkbc. My spirit feels broken, my belief in what is right & just is lost.... #bced #bcpoli pic.twitter.com/saWlwzpKjP আরো ছবি ও ভিডিও দেখুন প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ২৪ retweets ২৪ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ১২ favorites ১২ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Jody Polukoshko retweeted Raffi Cavoukian @Raffi_RC  ·  ১৬ সেপ্টেম্বর so, @christyclarkbc @FassbenderMLA, no public apology for hurting BC? #bced প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ১০৮ retweets ১০৮ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ৯৩ favorites ৯৩ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট টুইটারের ধারণক্ষমতা বেশি হতে পারে অথবা একটি ক্ষণস্থায়ী হিক্কার সম্মুখীন হয়। আবার চেষ্টা করুন পরিদর্শন করুন টুইটারের অবস্থা আরও তথ্যের জন্য। বন্ধ Jody Polukoshko অনুসৃত Jody Polukoshko থেকে কোন আপডেট মিস্ করবেন না · পরিবর্তন © 2014 টুইটার সম্বন্ধে সহায়তা বিজ্ঞপ্তি তথ্য বন্ধ প্রবণতা ট্রেন্ডস আপনার জন্য উপযোগী। ট্রেন্ডের মাধ্যমে আপনি সহজেই আপনার আগ্রহের খবরাখবর পেতে পারছেন। আপনি কোথায় থাকেন এবং কাদের অনুসরণ করেন তার উপরে ভিত্তি করে ট্রেন্ড উপস্থাপিত করা হয়। পরিবর্তন উপযোগী করা ট্রেন্ডস রাখুন বিশ্বব্যাপী প্রবণতা পান সম্পন্ন খারিজ বন্ধ পূর্ববর্তী পরবর্তী বন্ধ একজন ব্যক্তির প্রোফাইলে যান সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ বন্ধ আপনার অনুসরণকারীদের এই পুনঃটুইটটি পাঠাবেন? বাতিল পুনঃটুইট বন্ধ আপনি কি নিশ্চিত যে এই টুইট মুছে দিতে চান? বাতিল মুছে ফেলুন বন্ধ রোধ করন বাতিল রোধ করন আপনার টুইটসমুহে একটি অবস্থান যুক্ত করুন যখন একটি অবস্থানের সঙ্গে আপনার টুইট করেন, টুইটার সেই অবস্থান সংরক্ষণ করে। প্রত্যেক টুইটের আগে আপনি আপনার অবস্থান চালু / বন্ধ করতে পারেন, এবং যে কোনও সময় আপনি আপনার অবস্থানের ইতিহাস মুছে ফেলতে পারেন। আরো জানুন অবস্থান চালু করুন এখন নয় স্থান বন্ধ করুন বন্ধ প্রোফাইল সারসংক্ষেপ বন্ধ আপনার তালিকাসমূহ বন্ধ একটি নতুন তালিকা তৈরি করুন নাম তালিকা বিবরণ 100 অক্ষরের কম, ঐচ্ছিক তালিকাসমূহ:গোপনীয়তা সাধারণ · যে কেউ এই তালিকা অনুসরণ করতে পারেন ব্যক্তিগত · শুধুমাত্র আপনিই এই তালিকায় প্রবেশ করতে পারবেন তালিকা সংরক্ষণ করুন বন্ধ বন্ধ এই টুইট স্থাপিত কর আপনার নীচের ওয়েবসাইটে কোডটি অনুলিপি দ্বারা এই টুইট যোগ করুন * আরও জানুন হুম, সার্ভারে পৌঁছনোর একটি সমস্যা ছিল। পরে আবার চেষ্টা করবেন? প্রকৃত টুইট অন্তর্ভুক্ত করুন অন্তর্ভুক্ত মিডিয়া প্রাকদর্শন বন্ধ টুইটারে নিবন্ধন করুন টুইটারে নেই? নিবন্ধন করুন, আপনির পছন্দের বিষয়গুলির সাথে যুক্ত হন, এবং তাদের বিষয়ে হালনাগাদ পান। একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন » বন্ধ দুটি উপায় (প্রেরণ এবং গ্রহণ) শর্ট কোড: দেশ কোড গ্রাহকদের জন্য মার্কিন যুক্তরাষ্ট্র 40404 (যে কোন) কানাডা 21212 (যে কোন) যুক্তরাজ্য 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM হাইতি 40404 Digicel, Voila আয়ারল্যান্ড 51210 Vodafone, O2 ভারত 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance ইন্দোনেশিয়া 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » অন্য দেশসমুহের এসএসএস সংক্ষিপ্ত কোড দেখুন বন্ধ নিশ্চিতকরণ)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=20192,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 3, November/December 2009  Readers write Two issues with the October Teacher A couple of things—the “debt-deficit” article and “paternalism,” and the TTOC survey [October 2009 Teacher]. As the mother of a son, and an individual who has seen and experienced serious oppression personally and politically from both (straight and other) men and women (and amazing support from both), as a survivor of abuse, and as a formerly poor person on welfare who has dealt with the usual array of related disasters poverty and abuse present as life challenges, I strongly object to the characterization of the current BC government’s actions as lashing out in “typical paternal fashion.” Could we please get over genderizing bad policy and bad decisions? On a related note, I have unsuccessfully brought motions to amend the BCTF Members' Guide to add “The BCTF deplores violence toward men.” We deplore it toward women, but I guess it’s still open season on men. And don’t even begin to tell me “I don’t get it.” I am one of the hundreds of thousands of women who took action one by one and in growing groups in the 1960s to free women and men from oppressive gender roles by refusing to accept the expectations for the gender roles of the day. It was uphill all the way. But here we are. So, let’s just drop “paternalistic” as a pejorative term. If you just can’t get over it, if you feel you must keep using it—thus dating yourself as an ideological holdover from the great gender wars—in the interests of equal opportunity, use “maternalistic” 50% of the time. We women can do just as much oppressing. And lashing out. Now about the TTOC Task Force survey. The TTOC Task Force wants to know why I plan to work as a TTOC when I retire at 65. I have thought about my reply quite a lot. Here is the publishable version: “None of your business.” What makes one group of teachers think they can interrogate another group about their reasons for working? Am I asking new teachers why they are working? Does everyone think teachers over 55 are all going on cruises and paying golf-club fees? I have an outstanding student loan from a late-breaking masters’ degree. We might be paying for family members’ tuition or other expenses for struggling family members. We might still have a mortgage. We have very old parents who need help. Targeting elders is not my idea of social justice. How this one got by us all I don’t know. I was next to speak at the mic at the AGM when the list was cut off, or you would have heard from me then. Diane McNally, Greater Victoria Rotational callout perpetuates centuries of discrimination I would like to thank Sandra Dueck for her article “Seniority Based Callout.” (October 2009, Teacher) and Glen Hansman for his article on the importance of eliminating preferential callout, “Support TTOCs by Ending Preferential Callout,” in the same issue. In recent months, I have heard discussion regarding rotational callout as a reasonable interim step toward seniority callout. I have to disagree. You often hear people say that rotational callout is the fairest callout system. This is not accurate: under rotation, those among the TTOC population who will be most negatively affected are those who have been on the list the longest. Those senior TTOCs are often middle-aged or older women, who have had a lifetime of unpaid or underpaid work. They have raised the future generation, but lost the ability to contribute fully to our pension plans. Rotational callout perpetuates the centuries of discrimination against women, by not recognizing their past service to the district. In fact, rotational callout actually dismisses their work as not being meaningful. This is unlike other teachers, who gain seniority and security with increased length of service to the district. Rotational callout does not fit in with a union that supports social justice. For those men who will be caught in this rotational callout cycle, welcome to a woman’s shoes, where your contributions are often not valued. It’s not fair, is it? While seniority callout might result in less work for new teachers at first, it offers the prospect of steadily increasing work as a reward for diligent service to the school district. On the other hand, rotational callout offers no hope for improvement. You just keep rotating in an endless circle, like a gerbil on its exercise wheel. Remember that the average time on a TTOC list in BC is seven years. In some districts, particularly where the lists are long, the wait may be even longer. So if TTOCs think that rotational callout is preferable to seniority callout, they need to think about how they will feel once they have been on the list for four or five years and are still at the same level, with the same amount of work as when they started. Won’t they be wishing then that they had some sort of credit for the years they have put in on the TTOC list? Surely they deserve credit for their years of being available for work, often on very short notice. Rotational callout is not a ‘baby step’ toward seniority callout. Instead, it is a serious miss-step for our union. It merely spreads out the poverty and it will spell the death knell for seniority callout. Administrators, who want to save money, would like straight rotational callout because the chances of any teacher getting four days in a row are lost. If we are lucky, TTOCs might be able to get the occasional four days in a row, but only if we are able to negotiate that a TTOC can stay in the same assignment when the teacher she or he is replacing is away for more than one day in a row. So the district would not need to pay to scale very often in a truly rotational system. This would be a loss of income for all TTOCs. Rotational is the best system for management in terms of finances. Once it is entrenched as the system of callout, it would be extremely difficult to get boards to agree to seniority callout, especially when funding levels are uncertain. However, it wouldn’t take long for our own members to despise rotational callout. Moving to rotational callout would be the worst way for our union to represent TTOCs. Seniority callout based on length of service to the district is the only fair and socially just method of callout for TTOCs. Kathy Couch, Nelson We Day: A new perspective for students and educators I had the privilege of attending We Day at GM Place with my students in September. We Day was a free event where we had the opportunity to hear from a host of incredible and inspiring speakers including His Holiness the Dalai Lama, Jane Goodall, Her Excellency the Governor General, Mia Farrow, Craig and Marc Kielburger, and countless others. There is no other event of this magnitude engineered to promote social change that I am aware of. The charge of positive energy and enthusiasm that ran through GM Place was absolutely contagious and cannot truly be understood unless you were there. In the words of one of my Grade 9 students, “The speakers, the crowd, and the performers. It was all just phenomenal. The power, hope, and confidence behind each word the speakers spoke had my heart bouncing and kept a lump in my throat. I wish I could go back and relive that few hours because it means so much to me.” We Day was a rare chance for my students to be among 16,000 other youth and countless others that tuned-in from their classrooms and homes to understand that changing the world is not only possible, but actually cool! My students left more inspired, more knowledgeable, and more motivated to change the world around them. The impact was incredible and, as I am finding out, lasting! As a teacher, this is truly rewarding and energizing, I could not ask for anything more...and did I mention that it was absolutely free? I was devastated to read “Corporate hucksters hijack Me to We Day” (Teacher, October 2009) in your last edition, which raised concerns about the day. This certainly was not my impression nor was it the experience of other teachers I’ve spoken with. I believe Free The Children should be commended for putting together this inspiring and highly educational event for youth. I was also fortunate enough to attend the follow-up in-services workshops. This was a valuable time for learning from, and speaking with, other educators to help turn the inspiration into action. Unfortunately, my students were unable to attend the also free student training that would have been extremely valuable for them. For me, We Day and its yearlong educational program have brought renewed hope and joy to teaching. The knowledge and enthusiasm my students and I brought back to school has both other students, other educators, and my district personnel counting the days until next year’s We Day and working hard to make a difference that we can be proud of before that time. For educating and motivating my students and for helping me integrate the ideals of social action into my classroom, We Day was an absolute success and Free the Children should be commended for providing such a positive opportunity. Moreover, I’d also like to raise awareness on a number of inaccuracies contained in the article. The event was called We Day, not Me to We Day, and it is put on by Free The Children, an extremely reputable children’s charity. Me to We, on the other hand, is a separate organization. As the article mentions, 50% of Me to We’s profits do indeed go to support Free The Children and their development projects in rural communities overseas. The remaining 50% is reinvested back into Me to We to help support and sustain the organization. As an educator, I feel a responsibility to speak out when injustice takes place. We Day was an amazing educational experience for students and teachers, and I call upon all educators to voice their support to ensure such days only continue. Michele Dekok, Boston Bar Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2011/06/saanich-board-submits-deficit-budget.html?showComment0751308341512885,Staffroom Confidential: Saanich Board submits deficit budget Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Thursday, June 16, 2011 Saanich Board submits deficit budget The Saanich school board is staying the course on it's deficit budget stand. Earlier this year, the board approved a deficit budget, including costs to restore class sizes after the Supreme Court of BC ruled Bills 27 and 28 unconstitutional. However, Boards have until the end of June to submit their final budgets, and some speculated that the Saanich Board would reverse their decision. But in a 4-3 vote, the Board has decided to continue with the deficit budget. The Board also passed a motion calling on the government to address the Court ruling immediately, and ensure there is no disruption next year. This is a courageous stand on the part of Saanich Trustees. CFAX reported some of the background and comments by Education Minister George Abbott: A MOTION WAS PRESENTED WEDNESDAY NIGHT TO BALANCE THE BUDGET AND TAKE THE BOARD OFF A COLLISION COURSE WITH THE MINISTRY OF EDUCATION. IT MEANS AT THE END OF JUNE THE SAANICH BOARD OF EDUCATION WILL HAND IN A $73.7 MILLION DOLLAR BUDGET PLAN THAT'S $2.5 MILLION DOLLARS IN THE RED. THE PROVINCE REQUIRES SCHOOL BOARDS BALANCE THE BOOKS. THE MINISTER OF EDUCATION, GEORGE ABBOTT, IS ON RECORD SAYING DISMISSAL OF THE ENTIRE BOARD IS AN OPTION. HE WROTE A LETTER TO THE DISTRICT 63 BOARD LAST WEEK STATING HE EXPECTED A BALANCED BUDGET AS REQUIRED BY THE SCHOOL ACT. THE DEFICIT REPRESENTS WHAT MANY ON THE BOARD OF EDUCATION SEE AS FUNDING FOR VITAL SERVICES THEY CAN'T CUT. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 3:18 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 1 comment: AnonymousJune 17, 2011 at 1:11 PM This is an excelent example of a school board that is actually doing it's job - standing up for and supporting public education! It's too bad that more of these elected public officials don't have the courage to do the same.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ▼  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ▼  June (14) Saanich board convinces gov't to release hold-back... BC teachers vote 90% in favour of job action Trustees give raise for themselves, but propose ze... Why does the CUPW dispute matter for teachers and ... Community Social Services workers prepare for job ... BCPSEA, Gov't and Trustees: Proposing Wisconsin No... A 21st Century Educator Personalized Learning: Portfolio writ large? The myth of the "me too" clause Saanich Board submits deficit budget BCPSEA: Fostering division and polarization or pro... Wondering what "personlized learning" means? Just ... Strategic facilities plans - a plan for more schoo... Back to the Future? Will the Liberals under Christ... ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=21002,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > April 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 6, April 2010  La francophonie : jeux et enjeux Par Moh Chelali La francophonie est l’ensemble des États utilisant le français et se reconnaissant membres de cette communauté de culture et d'histoire. Le mot “ francophonie ” aurait été forgé en 1880 par un géographe, Onésime Reclus, qui a eu l'idée de classer les populations du monde selon leurs critères linguistiques. C'est en Mars 1979 que fut instituée à Niamey (Niger) la première structure intergouvernementale de la Francophonie. Mais la véritable institutionnalisation du mouvement date de 1986, avec le premier sommet, tenu à Paris, des “pays ayant en commun l’usage de la langue française” formule remplacée, en 1993 par celle de pays ayant le français en partage.” En Novembre 1997, le septième sommet, tenu a Hanoi (Vietnam) adopta une nouvelle Charte de la Francophonie prévoyant, notamment, la création d’un poste de secrétaire général de l’Organisation internationale de la francophonie (OIF) dont le premier titulaire fut l’ancien secrétaire général de l’Organisation des Nations Unies (ONU), M. Boutros Boutros-Ghali et dont l’actuel président est l’ancien président du Sénégal Abdou Diouf. L'ACCT se transforme en 1998 en Agence intergouvernementale de la francophonie avec TV5 Monde, l’Agence universitaire de la francophonie (AUF), l’Université Senghor d’Alexandrie et l’Association internationale des maires francophones. Le Haut Conseil de la Francophonie, laboratoire d’idées est composé essentiellement de personnalités indépendantes (responsables politiques, écrivains, universitaires, journalistes, juristes, économistes, entrepreneurs). Cet organisme cessa, en 2002 de dépendre de la présidence de la République française pour devenir une institution de l’OIF, donc présidée par son secrétaire général Mr. Abdou Diouf qui avait pris la relève de Mr. Boutros-Ghali (ce dernier devenant vice-président du Haut Conseil). La question ou plutôt les questions qui se posent sont : «Y aurait-il un ou plusieurs espaces francophones, un ou plusieurs espaces économique une ou plusieurs identités francophones ?» Le discours officiel à travers les divers sommets de la francophone tend souvent à apparaître sous des signes de pure forme qui annoncent l’unité à travers un porte-parole majeur vu ou compris à travers la France. La réalité observée est qu’il y a plusieurs francophonies avec des identités culturelles très distinctes selon la saveur des régions et des cultures d’origine. Cette réalité est hélas souvent ignorée, voire méprisée au profit d’un élitisme bon chic bon genre ! Certains films québécois par exemple ont été doublés, voire même traduits pour convenir aux goûts de certains salons parisiens! Il est de notoriété publique que l’on se moque de l’accent africain et que même des comédiens français ont fait de cela un métier qui leur réussit bien ! Au Canada la situation du français notamment dans le domaine de l’éducation, juridiction d’ordre provincial reste très précaire. On constate que bien qu’au niveau fédéral, la réalité de la dualité linguistique est bel et bien présente, au niveau provincial la réalité est toute autre. En Colombie-Britannique il a fallu emmener le gouvernement en justice pour avoir le droit à un système d’éducation pour la minorité francophone. En Colombie-Britannique toujours, les programmes d’immersion n’ont aucune légalité ou juridiction qui les protège. La préservation de ces programmes dépend de la seule force et ardeur des parents, notamment Canadian Parents for French. Les récentes coupures au budget de l’éducation ont entrainé un réajustement et une concentration des programmes ce qui est oblige les élèves à se déplacer loin de leurs domiciles. Dans un cas, le conseil scolaire 27 de Cariboo-Chilcotin, le programme d’immersion sera purement et simplement éliminé! Bien sûr la francophonie est aussi une réussite qui a fait beaucoup de chemin et qui est de plus en plus inclusive malgré tout. Au Canada les programmes francophones presque partout à travers le pays sont dans une constante évolution et les nombres des ayants droit qui fréquentent les écoles francophones est en constante progression. De même pour les programmes d’immersion, le Canada reste un pionnier et un leader reconnu à travers le monde entier dans l’éducation immersive. Enfin, notre rôle après tout est non seulement de célébrer la francophonie et l’éducation en français mais surtout de rester vigilant pour défendre et consolider les acquis. Moh Chelali, coordinateur des Programmes et Services en Français de la FECB. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13776,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > March 1998 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 10, Number 5, March 1998 Beautiful British Columbia: 180,000 children living in poverty At age 20, Teresa has experienced more hardship than many people know in a lifetime. "My parents broke up, and my mom had to work constantly to get by," she recalls. "Mom could get only part-time jobs; she seemed to always be working--days and evenings. I was often left alone and had to take care of the household chores from age seven. I wish my mom could have spent more time with me." Thousands of British Columbia children share Teresa's unfulfilled wish. One out of five kids in our province is growing up in poverty, learning first hand about hunger, about going without. That's more than 180,000 children--roughly equivalent to the population of Burnaby. The BCTF is among the organizations leading the fight against child poverty. The Federation's latest initiative is a new lesson aid entitled Poverty: It's Local, It's Global, and It's All Connected. Written by BCTF staffer Pat Clarke and End Legislated Poverty's Sandy Cameron, the lesson aid has received accolades from teachers and antipoverty activists alike. Beginning with an overview of poverty in B.C., it examines such questions as What is poverty? and Who are the poor? It tackles some of the myths surrounding welfare recipients and suggests such hands-on exercises as having students check prices of daily necessities to understand how difficult it is to live on minimum wage. The lesson aid examines more complex issues, such as political scapegoating of the poor. It also explores the growing economic disparity within Canadian society and around the world. The shocking little-known fact is that 131 food banks now exist in Canada: more than any grocery or restaurant chain, including McDonald's. The new lesson aid questions whether the growth of food banks signals a charitable society or an unjust one. Finally, it makes the global connection, linking the fate of Canadian workers with those toiling in maquiladoras in Mexico. It also lists Web sites on poverty. Unfortunately, today there are many more Canadian children living in poverty than in 1989, when the House of Commons passed an all-party motion aimed at eliminating child poverty by the year 2000. The BCTF works with Campaign 2000, a national coalition determined to hold the legislators accountable to their motion. Every year, the coalition issues a "report card," assessing governments' progress toward creating a society in which every child's basic needs can be met. -Nancy Knickerbocker  To order a copy of Poverty: It's Local, It's Global, and It's All Connected, view online at www.bctf.ca/LessonAids/online/la2030.html. For copies of the 1997 Child Poverty Report Card, contact Nancy Knickerbocker at the BCTF, 1-800-663-9162 (local 1881), (604) 871-1881, F: (604) 871-2289, nknickerbocker@bctf.ca Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12420,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 19, Number 6, April 2007 Legislation for privatization by Peter Owens March 26–30, 2007, was Education Week and the provincial government used the opportunity to introduce three Bills—20, 21, and 22—aimed at public schools and public school teachers. The common theme is centralizing power in the ministry, increasing the education bureaucracy, treating education as a commodity to be purchased, and targeting teachers. The government announced the creation of a whole new level of bureaucracy to enforce its will. Provincial superintendents of achievement, appointed by and responsible to the minister, have the power to direct the activities of school boards. Government directives must be obeyed and the minister has the power to remove boards or trustees who do not fall in line. Boards can offer "specialty academies" and charge fees if the school planning council wants it. Students may be reimbursed for other educational services that the minister approves. Previous changes to the School Act made it possible for students to sign up for courses online or in private institutions without their parents or teachers being informed. Teachers will have their name and current status with the BC College of Teachers published on a web site for public viewing. College members will be expected to pay for the costs of the online registry. District superintendents are now obligated "to report conduct that breaches college standards, if it is in the public interest to do so." There were no announcements about funding to improve learning conditions for our students. There were no announcements about improvements to Bill 33 to make it effective. There are still almost 10,000 classes with four or more students with special needs in them. There are still over 3,100 classes with 31 or more students. Our students are still waiting for support. Bill 22 Code of Conduct Every school must have a ministry-approved code of conduct for students. Government access to teachers One provision in Bill 22 allows the government to use the teachers’ college to send its message directly to teachers. It states, "The college must distribute information requested by the minister to the members at the time and in the manner requested by the minister." The government (taxpayers) must reimburse the college for costs. We are not aware of any other professional college that can be used this way. Introducing vouchers In what appears to be a semi-voucher system, the legislation has provisions for the minister to reimburse students for expenses incurred for educational activities "if the student or child demonstrates a standard of achievement, satisfactory to the minister." On the face of it, students may be able to pay to participate in activities that cost money in the hope that the government will reimburse them for all or some of the costs. School district business companies The government is still tinkering with the rules for the school district business companies. These are companies the government encouraged school boards to establish for raising funds. One district, so short of funding that its local schools only open four days a week, operates a pre-school in Poland five days a week. Another district has opened private schools in China where students can get a BC Dogwood certificate. None of the school district business companies have made a profit. Bill 21 Targets teachers The BC Liberal government, on March 27, 2007, introduced legislative amendments to the School Act and the Teaching Profession Act (Bill 21) to pave the way for a discipline registry and an employment registry. The BC College of Teachers is required to create an online registry accessible to the public. That registry must include: the member’s name. the current status of the member’s certificate (practicing, non-practicing, etc.). a record of any suspensions or cancellations of the certificate. a record of college discipline including the reasons why discipline was taken. Reprimands may be removed from the registry after five years. There are no provisions for the removal of suspensions or cancellations. The college is required to publish the names of disciplined members along with the reasons they were disciplined. The college is also required to create an employers’ registry with a list identifying members and their employers. The information in this registry is available to all school boards. Bill 20 Centralizes power in the ministry March 26, 2007, the provincial government tabled Bill 20, the School (Student Achievement Enabling) Amendment Act, 2007. This is an omnibus bill acting on many aspects of the Throne Speech aimed at public education. Bill 20 includes the following amendments to the School Act: Creates superintendents of achievement who may inspect board records, enter schools, and interview employees and students. Establishes boards of education and mandates that boards prepare an achievement contract with respect to student performance, plans for improving student achievement, early learning programs, and literacy. Provides for the appointment of a special trustee if a board does not comply with an administrative directive to meet its obligations under an achievement contract. Requires boards to establish district literacy plans for the community. Adds an appeal level. The legislation provides the ability for parents who are "dissatisfied with a board ruling, such as the suspension of a student," to appeal to the superintendents of achievement. Private public schools The legislation defines special academies and allows for students to be charged fees to attend the academy. The school planning council has the power to approve charging fees, meaning that possibly as few as three parents and the principal can make the decision. It also allows for fees to be charged for some courses and materials. This not only infringes on the autonomy and responsibility of school boards, but paves the way for publicly funded schools to be operated as private schools with fees. The legislation broadens the minister’s capacity to create provincial schools. The three bills together provide for the gradual dismantling of public education. The legislation encourages privatization by allowing the establishment of academies that can charge fees and the possibility that parents who pay for educational services can be reimbursed. The increasing bureaucracy and loss of direct services to students will drive more parents to seek other alternatives. Parents will be able to shop for educational services from private sources and shop for teachers through the online registry. There is an increase in the monitoring and control of school boards and teachers. Public schools worth protecting Public education in BC has been at the forefront of education in the world. It achieved that level by teachers, school boards, parents, and the Ministry of Education, working together to provide the best education for our children. Teachers in BC have not been asked for, nor have they had, any input to these proposed changes. On April 2, 2007, the minister of education issued a bulletin pointing out that BC students performed among the best in the world in 2003 but expressed concern that student performance since has "levelled off and, in some cases, even declined." She then goes on the say, "It is clear we cannot continue to do things the way we have always done them and expect to get different results." There is no acknowledgement that what put us at the top were the services we offered before her government removed protections for students from our collective agreement. The turn for the worse has come about since this government came to power, stripped our collective agreement, cut services, and increased its bureaucratic fixation on accountability. The minister is right however, that the government cannot continue along its path of undermining public education and expect the results to improve. It is time to work with teachers, parents, and school boards, not threaten them with more superintendents and administrative directives. Peter Owens is assistant director and editor of Teacher newsmagazine, BCTF Communications and Campaigns Division. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/IssuesInEducation.aspx?id=5960,BCTF > Why P3 Schools are D4 Schools  	BCTF > Issues in Education  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Issues in Education > Privatization Why P3 Schools are D4 Schools or How Private-Public-Partnerships Lead to Disillusionment, Dirty Dealings and Debt Heather-jane Robertson for CCPA/British Columbia May 29, 2002 View the video of this speech and other CCPA Forum on Public-Private Partnerships videos here Privatization: From Stealth to Statute Across Canada, decisions to privatize most public sector services have been highly-visible, accompanied by rhetoric and legislation that clearly sets out governments’ intent. Recently, an Ontario minister announced that if it could be found in the yellow pages, then government had no business “competing” with the private sector in that service area. Your yellow pages will provide lots of entries under housing, day care, a host of medical services and, of course, lots of entries dealing with education, providing neo-liberals with a very long list of programs and services that they can abandon to service their ideology. Emboldened by the reality that the public continues to elect governments bent on privatization, governments – especially newly elected governments – have no reason to be particularly cautious about revealing their intentions to privatize. Their very public support for P3 in all its forms signals their confidence that there is only weak opposition to the idea that all public policy problems can be solved by the private sector – which, as many of you will know, is the mission statement of the Fraser Institute. While governments’ new hubris applies to some extent to public education, I think that “gradualism” may be a better description of the privatization process. Every provincial government in the country still professes its deep affection for public education, even as they undermine our schools’ ability to come close to achieving excellence and equity. Schools are being privatized not by fiat, but by stealth. When the Ontario government announces its intent to privatize Ontario Hydro, the cards are on the table. But when it decides to give hefty tuition tax credits to parents in order to encourage them to send their children to private schools, the word “privatization” never escapes their lips. Instead, they talk about parents’ rights, about choice and fairness. When they cut funding and deregulate tuition fees, sending universities into the cold embrace of corporations and kids into debts no other generation has had to carry, the P-word, let alone the P3 words, never escapes their lips. I can only conclude that governments’ realize how deeply Canadians are attached to both the concept and the reality of public education. Because of this strategy, whatever problems the public mind associates with what is happening at school, privatization isn’t among them. Keeping the perceived problems of public education as a list of consequences, a list of disconnected issues – class size, poor teacher morale, low achievement, school violence – makes it more difficult to organize resistance that focuses on causes. What’s happening at school remains a problem without a name – or the problem gets named “underfunding.” In my opinion, underfunding is not the source of education’s problems. It is the most powerful tool at the government’s disposal to drive the system towards privatization; an outcome that is almost as invisible as it is inevitable. Diversions and Democracy Keeping the gradual privatization of education below the public’s radar is essential for the process to continue. From the perspective of a government that wants to stay the government, any focus on schools must be directed to other issues. The constituency concerned about public education can easily be diverted into discussions of union power, or test scores. Setting up diversions has been strategically clever, but there is another reason that there is less public outcry about the private sector’s incursion into education. This is because governments across the country – and around the world – have narrowed the idea of whose concern schools should be. Think, for a moment, of the principles on which public education has been based. Education is public because all of us are affected by the skills, knowledge and attitudes acquired by each generation. We demonstrate this broad interest by governing schools publicly, and by funding them publicly, whether or not we have children in school at present. In theory, public education is equally accountable to all citizens. But increasingly, the sphere of concern about school is being narrowed and privatized, with the right to have opinions and influence limited to parents of the current crop of students and to employers who claim to want to hire graduates some day. This is not merely a trend, it is part of the preparation for privatization. In systems around the world well down the privatization path, schools are governed by parent bodies, who decide on everything from hiring the principal and teachers to allocating budgets to choosing textbooks to deciding how teachers should teach. These parents are hard-working and nearly always well-intentioned, but they are accountable to no one. In other words, they are a “private” entity, exercising the powers of a corporate board of directors employing a principal as CEO. Now, I use this example not because I think that parental governance is the worst manifestation of privatization, but because almost no one thinks of it as an example of privatization. As I said, incrementalism is the rule rather than the exception in the privatization of education. Nor do very many people think of business-education “partnerships” as an aspect of privatization. The Conference Board of Canada is not hesitant to speak up for the virtues of privatization, but when it comes to education “partnerships” its language is full of soothing references to shared values. In No More Teachers, No More Books I described a number of these partnerships, and in particular, I was interested in the ways that desperate schools were trying to transform themselves in order to snag a corporate “partner.” Many talked about adopting the language of business, about reassigning staff from teaching to the full-time chase for partners. In particular, these schools pumped up their image as technocentric temples getting kids ready for the competitive, global workforce. Many schools reported that without their “partnership” with business, they couldn’t survive. But think about it. My dictionary defines “partnership” as the state of having common goals; when you are partners, you either both prosper or both fail. Funny, I’ve never met a corporation that thought it might go under without its association with schools. Or here’s another way to look at it. When one person can’t survive without another and tries to transform himself or herself to keep that person around, we call it a dysfunctional relationship. In biology, when one organism can’t survive without its host, it is called a parasite – not a partner. Now, I’m not calling schools parasites, but I am calling them desperate. For more than 10 years, I’ve argued that disparaging the quality of schools, and undermining and underfunding them to the point that they can’t accomplish their own goals, are essential strategies that prepare the public for privatization. If you’re going to take something away from the public, people have to become convinced that they won’t be losing anything of much value. They must become sufficiently dissatisfied that they will consider, in politician-speak, “alternatives.” The parallels to Medicare’s privatization are obvious, of course. Criticize and mismanage any public institution sufficiently, and suddenly “two-tier” doesn’t sound so bad. There are many other manifestations of privatization in education that I can only touch on briefly. Outsourcing student and teacher evaluation to testing companies is a big money-maker for the private sector, and conveniently results in the tested subjects gaining new priority in the curriculum, squeezing out subjects that come closer to creating the truly educated person than does the mastery of differential equations. Sponsored curriculum materials are becoming more prevalent, as every major corporation develops an education marketing department. These materials push products on kids, of course, but they also push an ideology that is relentlessly positive about materialism and the role of the private sector. I’ve just finished an article that tracks how the Canadian Securities Commission, with the help of the Ontario government, has managed to insert a unit on investing in the stock exchange in three high school subjects. Not only are these materials blatantly pro-market, spreading the propaganda that the poor have just as much invested in the stock market as the rich, they explain that everyone needs to invest early, because in the future, people will be privately responsible for their own pensions, health care and education. A smooth piece of neoliberal propaganda, wouldn’t you agree? It is important to remember that when it comes to corporate interest in the classroom, building mind-share is just as important a goal as building market-share. Most of you will be familiar with the Fraser Institute’s initiatives when it comes to education, and occasionally the Fraser is even honest about its motives. In 1999, the Fraser’s Michael Walker told the Ottawa Citizen, “Because every generation of children are [sic] born intellectual and social barbarians. Every new generation of children has got to be schooled in the economic way of thinking. So, in that sense, our task never ends.” By the way, I haven’t run into anyone else who has reacted with horror to the “Investing in Your Future” curriculum. It is amazing to what we can become accustomed. In 1996, I recall that the appearance of a school bus in Manitoba that had advertising on the outside of it became the subject of national attention – I did phone-in shows across the country, including As It Happens. Now we take corporate logos in our schools for granted in the same way that we once took books in the library for granted. Incremental privatization. I wish I had time to talk about other kinds of privatization, about the franchising of for-profit schools, about the diminishment of the profession that is essential to grooming the sector for private takeover. For talking about how the market, applied to education, benefits the same people who always benefit from the market – those who have the most to spend. But time is short. P3’s and SUV’s Now, specifically, finally, to P3 schools. The logic – and I’m taking a lot of liberties with this term – the logic of P3 schools is that they are financed and built by the private sector, which reduces the short-term call on public treasuries. School boards and/ or the province then “lease” the public use of the privately-owned school building for a specified period, from 20 to 35 years, and agree to buy the building and property from the owners outright at the end of the lease period. P3 schools are also called “lease-back” schools, a term apparently seen by P3 advocates as less sinister, and more familiar to people who may, for example, lease their SUV’s, even though most financial planners will tell you that no matter how good the lease, you’re probably better off to buy your vehicle in the first place. So, let’s imagine that you have a modest vehicle, but it needs repairs. You’re short of cash, so you go to the bank to take out a small loan in order to get it fixed. The bank manager says, sorry, if you want a car that works, these are the rules. You may not repair, you may not buy, you may only lease. You cannot lease a small sedan, it has to be a brand new SUV. Don’t worry, says the bank manager, in the long run it will be cheaper, and you’ll really like that SUV feeling. Vroom vroom. So you sign on the dotted line, although you’ll only be told the amount of the payments later. Then you discover that the lease only allows you to use the vehicle certain hours of certain days of certain months, and lets somebody else drive it the rest of the time, even though you are still paying the full amount of the lease, and you’re paying for the gas. Then you discover that the lease requires you to pick up hitchhikers whether you like them or not. The wheels fall off your brand new SUV just as you leave the dealership, and the transmission seizes, but the fine print says that the dealer has absolutely no responsibility for shoddy manufacturing or repairs. When you do the math, you find out that you will be paying 90 per cent of the cost of a brand new SUV through leasing fees, but at the end of the lease, you will still be required to buy it all over again. Your neighbour needs a new car, and realizes what a terrible deal you got. But when she goes to the dealership, ready to pay the full purchase price up front, she discovers that the government had passed legislation making it impossible to acquire a car except through leasing. Strangely, the price of leases has gone up dramatically, and SUV dealers are looking very, very happy. Well, substitute Nova Scotia’s P3 schools for SUV’s, and you have the story of that province’s experiment with the compulsory privatization of school construction. The most extensive Canadian experiment with P3 schools – 30-odd schools – has been carried out in Nova Scotia, although New Brunswick, Prince Edward Island and Alberta have also dabbled in P3 or “leaseback” schools, and they are common in the United States. Despite their well-documented reputation as one of the shoddiest and wasteful examples of government-driven privatization, I agree with you, that there is every likelihood that the B.C. government is plotting to “P3” on your public education system. So in fighting to avoid this awful and expensive possibility, you have an advantage that Nova Scotian’s didn’t enjoy. You have their P3 history, beginning in 1994, a story that documents what happens when a province buys into P3 schools in a big way. The P3 “experiment” in Nova Scotia crashed and burned by 2000, but their harmful legacy, for kids and communities, as well as for the provincial budget, will continue for decades to come. Learning from History It is particularly useful to evaluate the kind of resistance Nova Scotia’s P3 opponents used, and to think about what would be most effective, strategically, in British Columbia. Reading the situation from some distance, it appears that the Nova Scotia government’s scheme failed not so much because the public considered P3 schools to be a bad idea per se, but because it became known that there was some Enronesque accounting going on. Nova Scotia’s provincial auditor testified that in his opinion, the motive behind the government’s P3 school initiatives was entirely political; the government wanted the cost of building new schools taken off the province’s books in order to reduce the appearance of the size of the provincial deficit. Added to that were other improprieties that some called scandals: Decisions about where to build new schools turned on who owned the land, not where the school should be situated to best serve its community. Land flips between developers were common, and some high-profile government supporters were implicated in them. It took a while, but for many Nova Scotians, the penny finally dropped when they figured out that by the time the public had paid the schools’ corporate owners the lease costs over 20 years, and then still had to buy back the schools, the deal could be considered a partnership only in the way that you’re a “partner” with your bank if you had paid off your house mortgage in full after twenty years, and then had to buy it from the bank all over again. It took quite a while for the public to become familiar with the fine print in the lease agreements – hardly surprising, since in the case of the first P3 school, it was built and operating before the terms of the lease were agreed to, let alone made public. At that point, the owners of the school could pretty well set the terms. That’s sort of like buying a dishwasher and having it installed then Leon’s drops in to tell you how much it will cost. In Nova Scotia, the private owners were a consortium of investors, land developers and public pension fund managers, who argued that the exact terms of the leases shouldn’t be disclosed because the details were “proprietary corporate information.” But the political pressure placed on the government ended up forcing disclosure of the lease terms, which – no surprise here – were incredibly advantageous to the schools’ private owners. The public was responsible for each school’s operating costs, the cost of ongoing capital improvements and repairs, technology upgrading costs - and you can be sure that these schools were wired to the limits, making techno-providers very happy. In other words, the public bore all the risks for unforeseen expenses that could well escalate, while the private owners were guaranteed that they would recover 89 per cent of their costs through leasing charges, and still own the building and the land when the lease was up – which the province was obliged to buy whether it needed the school or not. The ownership of the school was to remain in private hands throughout the period of the lease, and, of course, ownership has its privileges. Not only were P3 developers assured a terrific deal on the repayment terms, the private pot was further sweetened by exempting the owners and the builders from any legal or financial liability for shoddy school construction, or even faulty wiring or plumbing. What a deal! The differential in P3 benefits is so scandalous that it has critics even in some pretty conservative circles: “While public private partnerships are often said to promise ‘the best of both worlds’, for taxpayers they have come to mean public risk for private profit.” (Andrew Coyne, The Globe and Mail, May 24, 1995) Of course, from the private sector’s perspective, the more risk that can be transferred to the public, and the less risk that has to be borne by corporations, the better any deal meets the P3 standard. This may explain why the Canadian Council for Public-Private Partnerships – the outfit sponsoring the “other” conference - awarded the first Halifax P3 school first prize in its P3 “infrastructure” category in 1998. By 2001, students and staff in that school were still drinking bottled water, 12 months after arsenic was found in the school’s well water. A water filtration system had been installed to fix the problem, but it wasn’t being used while the school board and the corporate owner of the school argued over whose responsibility it was to provide students with clean water. Imagine. Hidden Costs Despite very dark clouds over Nova Scotia’s P3 schools, New Brunswick decided to jump on the bandwagon. That province’s first lease-back P3 school will cost the public $400,000 more than if it had been a 1-P school, according to that province’s Auditor. Certainly, such above-the-line costs should be enough to discourage considering P3 schools economically defensible. But not all costs to the public can be captured by accountants. In addition to picking up all the unforeseen financial risks associated with these schools, the public bears many hidden P3 costs. Every P3 school means a decline in tax revenue, since corporations owning/building schools are entitled to a federal tax break called the Capital Cost Allowance, which allows the builders to write off up to 100 per cent of the cost of the facility. In other words, citizens pay twice – the inflated costs of the lease, and in increased taxes to make up for the lost corporate tax revenue. And the owners of P3 schools have successfully downloaded any municipal taxes levied on school property to the school board. A second hidden cost is buried in staffing. Additional Ministry and board staff must be hired to “manage” P3 initiatives, to sift through new corporate proposals and requests for schools – and certainly, the number of requests will grow wherever P3 is promoted. In part, the public demand for new schools is intense because governments everywhere have short-changed adequate school maintenance and improvements to school buildings. After years of refusing to repair dilapidated schools in Cape Breton, for example, it wasn’t hard for investors to whip up local demand for “new” schools, although renovations would have been much more cost-effective. P3 schools also tend to be much more elaborate, probably unnecessarily elaborate, than publicly-built and financed schools. After all, corporations have everything to gain from community passions for mega-schools with all the bells and whistles. And I do mean bells and whistles. Horton school, a Nova Scotia P3, has an orchard, an amphitheatre, two soccer fields, air conditioning, and two sets of shades for the windows. Meanwhile, in nearby Kentville, the community held a bake sale to buy drapes for the bare windows of their hot and leaking school. This is two tier education that is absurd in its proportions. Families began to move from Kentville to be within the new school’s enrollment area, further destabilizing the struggling community and economy of Kentville. By the way, I understand that the inter-school violence that plagued Cape Breton, although it was portrayed by the media as racism among youth, had much more to do with what were really class divisions between the kids at the “rich” school and kids at the “poor” school, and yes, these schools had become, in effect, the “white” school and the “black” school. But all these unanticipated effects were below the public’s radar, at least at first, when communities across Nova Scotia bought into the P3 hype and began lobbying for their own P3 schools. And, if you’re going to get something for nothing, it might as well be big, right? Developers persuaded communities that bigger is better. Well, when it comes to schools, we know that bigger is more expensive, and that the education research favours small schools, especially for students at educational or social risk. But the big money is in superschools, just like it is in superjails. Communities also discovered that corporations, not local preferences, would determine where new schools would be built, usually on land that was already owned by a member of the owner’s consortium. Corporations also favoured building new schools in upper-income subdivisions were land costs were lower, rather than in urban cores that often needed schools much more acutely. As a result, students are being bussed – at public expense, of course, while perfectly good schools that could have been renovated and enriched stand empty, no longer the centres of community life. A third hidden cost is wired right into the schools. Playing on the public’s well-manipulated fascination with technology, everything in Nova Scotia’s P3 schools is wired, right down to the coke machines. Not only can these distortions undermine high-quality education, they add unnecessarily to the “hard” costs of schools, robbing education budgets of the money they need for staff and student services that aren’t as marketable. But because the leases make school boards responsible for technology maintenance and upgrades – which every savvy technology co-ordinator is a much greater expense than the hardware – schools are on the hook for these costs, as well as the costs of “training’ teachers to use questionable technology for even more questionable education purposes. Public Schools and Private Profit The presence of so much technology not only makes P3 schools look sexy and superficially better than P1 schools, it guarantees a continuous revenue stream for the owners in addition to the lease revenue. Ownership has its privileges. P3 owners made sure that their leases stipulated that they have the right to use the schools they own after hours, on weekends and during summers for their own purposes. These “purposes” have included using the technology-enhanced schools to run private training courses that hand out instant credentials in various aspects of technology. After hours access to the school for community groups has been severely restricted or made impossibly expensive. In the Evergreen P3 school in New Brunswick, the school’s corporate owner has exclusive rights to use all the school’s technology after 3pm, when it runs for-profit remedial and enrichment programs for kids, and exclusive use of the entire building after 6 pm to run programs for adults. (By the way, that school community’s right to after-hours use of the building is limited to one night – the same night – per week, so all parent-teacher meetings, school council meetings, band rehearsals, play performances – everything – must be scheduled on the same night) Remember, it is the public that has to pay for equipment maintenance, pay for wear and tear on the building, and so forth, even when these escalating costs result from activities taking place during hours when the public is not allowed to use the building. In P3 schools, the private sector has prime real estate and prime visibility. Any number of private businesses are run out of these schools, many of them during school hours. Various corporations call P3 schools “home”, from McDonald’s to Tim Horton’s to for-profit daycare and private education companies. Although, to my knowledge, none of the Nova Scotia developers was quite as creative as they have been in Edmonton, where that province’s first P3 school is attached to – is actually part of – an IGA grocery store. But the profit in P3 doesn’t just come from boosting revenue, it also comes from cutting costs. Particularly since the owners aren’t responsible for paying for any repairs or improvements after the lease arrangement begins, or even for the consequences of shoddy workmanship, builders have a huge incentive to hire cheaper labour and use lower-quality materials in construction. They can out-source design and labour, robbing communities of the jobs that new school construction often provides. Nor is maintaining good will written into the contracts. Owners have been particularly careful about limiting their responsibilities – and thus their costs – to the letter of the law. In one New Brunswick P3 school, the corporation building the school even refused to unload the new furniture when it was delivered – it wasn’t in the terms of their deal. Parents had to provide the labour themselves. The P3 Legacy; The GATS Future In June, 2000, the Nova Scotia government bowed to intense public and political pressure and scrapped all future P3 school construction – but by then more than 30 P3 schools had already been built, and the public will be on the hook for these schools for decades to come. It is projected that these schools will cost taxpayers $32 million more than if they had been built in the traditional manner – and, of course, it is important to remember that many of these schools were not needed in the first place, nor did they need to resemble Bill Gates’ High. But for Nova Scotians, hindsight will be of limited value, since they are committed for as long as 35 years to leases that they are unable to renegotiate. As with most kinds of privatization of public services, there is no going back. But there is another consequence of experimenting with P3’s. Several authoritative analyses of the proposed GATS agreement – published by CCPA and read around the world, I might add – make the case that the only government services truly exempted from the application of GATS rules would be those services provided exclusively by the public sector for public benefit. Even without P3 schools, we can see that education increasingly fails to meet this criterion as the private sector nibbles at its edges – or gnaws away at its heart, depending on your point of view. The federal government and other friends of privatization and liberalized trade in services claim that public education, as a sector, is still sufficiently public that it would be shielded from the reach of GATS. Even if this is the case at present, as I see it, the escalation of the private sector’s role in education represented by P3’s could well tip the balance. This would mean that at some future date, if a province or school board were to change its mind about P3 schools after experimenting with them, such a reversal could be subject to a trade challenge because it would, in effect, deprive corporations of potential earnings. At present, should an American corporation decide to bid on a P3 opportunity, it would have to be treated exactly as a Canadian corporation or be entitled to demand compensation. Of course, even if a Canadian consortium owns the school at the time that the contract is signed, it can sell it’s school to an American or transnational corporation if it so chooses – and there isn’t a thing we can do about it. Public schools are public for a reason. They exist to serve the public good. Corporations have lead the charge to convince Canadians that they are overtaxed, and that their inefficient, ineffective education systems are in large part to blame. Their successful propaganda is largely responsible for the crisis in public education. Now, suddenly, corporations are enthusiastic about building new schools, about “investing” in our youth. It is almost impossible to believe that the public will not see the wolf underneath the sheep’s clothing. Corporations get interested in schools when they see them as a way to save money, or to make money. This is what motivates the private sector, and I see no reason to blame wolves for acting like wolves. I’m more inclined to blame us for acting like sheep, so easily convinced that private purposes and public purposes are identical. And short-sighted sheep at that. The other night, I was sitting around with a group of Ottawa lefties and we were speculating on what our new Premier Eves will do next. I said that I thought we ought to be paying more attention to Ontario’s “superbuild” fund, a low-profile but high-budget stash of cash that is there to underwrite a whole host of P3 initiatives. There were 14 people in this group, every one a political activist and only one person among them had heard of a “P3” anything. But you have, and you’re in an excellent position to spread the word. In particular, I’d like to give credit to CUPE, which has published the best and most comprehensive reports on P3 schools, and to the Nova Scotia Teachers’ Union, which has some great tactical advice to share. I’ve attached their “Principles for P3 Schools” to these notes, and I encourage you to memorize them in the event that your province goes ahead with its P3 plots. But better yet, work together to see that it never happens. About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8066&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 7, May/June 2005 A parent workshop in Kitkatla by Carol McQuarrie The BCTF offers five one-hour workshops, which school PACs can request, as part of its commitment to working with parents. Presenters of the workshops are teachers who volunteer their time. More than 160 workshops have been given around the province this year. My first parent workshop, in Kitkatla, was absolutely awesome! I was proud to say, "I am here on behalf of the BCTF." The Kitkatla teachers and parents greatly appreciated the workshops and that I had been sent there. The teachers also wanted to be a part of the bullying presentation for the parents--19 participants in all for my first parent presentation. Three parents and three childcare workers stayed for the afternoon workshop as well. I did feel a little pressure to begin with, but, according to the evaluations, the participants were very pleased, and so was I. The bullying presentation is awesome, and relatively easy to facilitate, so I offer a special thanks to all who worked on that presentation. It made my job much easier, and we had lots of discussion. The parents who were there are very concerned and caring. It was an honour to work with them. The support the BCTF provides to isolated and rural areas is commendable. We have no idea what it is like to teach in isolated and remote rural areas. They told me over and over how happy they were that I had come up there. After being in Kitkatla, I feel as if I live in an urban area, not in rural Grand Forks. The school is a dream...white boards and a beautiful structure. The staffroom would rival most living rooms. They have a super, cohesive staff, and it was a pleasure to be there. Thank you, BCTF, for sending me and for all the training I have received. It is a win-win situation! Carol McQuarrie teaches at Dr. D.A. Perley Elementary School, Grand Forks, and is a PD associate facilitating workshops for the BCTF Training Department.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7164&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 2, October 2005 A note from your teachers These "notes" are being mailed on a continuous basis to MLAs informing them of the issues teachers are facing. Teachers may find the information helpful when speaking to parents and the public. bctf.ca/NoteFromTeachers. No. 1—Teachers are looking for a negotiated agreement The teacher contract, which was imposed by legislation in January 2002, expired on June 30, 2004. The BCTF has been at the bargaining table over the last year trying to achieve a negotiated agreement. In addition to a narrow number of improvements, the 2005 BCTF Annual General Meeting established three overall goals for us to achieve: 1. A return of free collective bargaining rights (the right to bargain all terms and conditions of employment and the full right to strike). 2. A return of the teaching and learning conditions that existed in 2002 prior to the contract’s being stripped of those provisions by legislation. 3. A fair and reasonable salary increase. Learning and working conditions lost In 2002, the provincial government legislated a major strip of our collective agreement, removing significant provisions that set limits for class sizes and established staffing ratios for the provision of specialist teachers. The legislation also completely eliminated a number of agreements of locals in amalgamated districts, imposing the agreement of the other local in the district. As well, it was made illegal for teachers to bargain class size, class composition, or staffing formula in the future. One of the results of that contract stripping was the loss of over 2,500 FTE teaching positions in the province over three years. We are not able to achieve either a return of conditions or rights at the bargaining table with our employer, the B.C. Public School Employers’ Association. Thus, we have been seeking a venue with government to discuss classroom teaching conditions and bargaining rights. So far, we have not been successful in obtaining that venue. Teachers are very worried about the decline in services for students. They cannot do what’s best for their students without the resources to do the job. Teacher salaries fall further behind On the salary issue, the employer has not moved off a zero net position for three years, in spite of the fact the B.C. budget now boasts a healthy surplus. Salaries of B.C. teachers are behind those of teachers elsewhere. Teachers in other provinces have already reached agreements that provide for increases. For example, B.C. salaries are already behind those in Alberta and Ontario. This difference will grow significantly if there is no salary increase for B.C. teachers. An example, for comparison, is the salary gap between two teachers with Category 5 qualifications and at the experience maximum. One is a teacher in Vancouver; the other, in Ottawa. The Vancouver teacher is already making $9,013 less than the Ottawa colleague. If B.C. teachers get no salary increase, the gap will grow, with the Vancouver teacher making $12,560 less than the Ottawa teacher in 2007. More details at bctf.ca/ResearchReports/2005ts01. Teachers are asking government to change the mandate so negotiations can take place Teachers are determined to achieve improvements for their students and a fair and reasonable salary increase for themselves. We have a provincial strike vote scheduled for September 20-22, with the results being available on September 23. Teachers want a negotiated settlement. Teachers are calling on the government to meet with the BCTF to develop a mutually agreed upon process that will lead to a negotiated settlement. The government needs to change the mandate given to BCPSEA so that a settlement at the table is possible. Teachers have consistently and overwhelmingly identified learning conditions guarantees and a reasonable salary settlement as their top priorities. This is the time for government to problem-solve with teachers, rather than impose decisions that will exacerbate the situation and lead to long-term problems in public education. For more information, see bctf.ca/Bargain/negotiations/TeachersTakeAStand/WhyStrikeVote.html   No. 2—What is inclusion? Inclusion is the philosophy that nearly every student should participate in all academic and social aspects of the school and, whenever possible, should be integrated into a regular classroom. Inclusion is based on a belief that students with special needs and the other students in the class will gain from all the students’ being integrated into that class. Inclusion of students with special needs has been a government policy in B.C. for some 16 years. Teachers have supported inclusion It is a lot more work to teach a class that includes students with special needs, but most teachers have supported the policy, if adequate resources are provided to do a good job for the students with special needs and the other students. A designated student with special needs requires an IEP (Individual Education Plan). The IEP is developed by a committee, and then the teacher is expected to provide the special support prescribed. In many cases, that involves an adaptation or a modification of the curriculum. The idea is to have the student with special needs participate in the class as a whole, but with different materials or assignments, or with special teaching approaches that respond to her or his learning needs. The support the teacher needs in order to make inclusion effective for everyone may be an educational assistant, special resources, and/or help from a specialist teacher. Class size and composition make a difference With all the extra work required to serve one student with special needs, it is no wonder teachers consistently say class size and composition make a difference. The total number of students in a class, as well as the number of students with special needs, and the nature of the special need all make a big difference. More students with special needs means more modification, adaptation, and special teaching approaches. Some special needs-severe behavior problems, for example-add more to the load than do others. Because class composition makes such a difference, it was one of the areas negotiated into collective agreements. A contractual limit on the number of students with special needs was aimed at making the job of the teacher possible, and also at providing a positive learning experience for all the students in a class. Removing those provisions by legislation created an untenable teaching and learning situation in many classes. Some teachers now report having as many as 10 students with special needs in a classroom that also has more students in total than were allowed in the past. Special needs support services have declined The cuts in teaching positions that school boards had to make dramatically reduced the number of professionals available to provide support services for inclusion. Between 2001 and 2004, the number of special education professional support positions declined by 740, making up 28% of the total reductions in teachers. In addition, the work of the specialists changed. Because of cuts to English as a second language specialists and learning assistance teachers, the roles have been blended into one staffperson in many schools. Each area requires different specialist knowledge. This means there are now fewer specialists, and the specialists left have to provide support in areas different from their area of expertise. The impact of this is described in a research report on the BCTF web site at bctf.ca/education/InclusiveEd/challenge. Teachers with blended specialist roles cannot provide adequate support. Nor can classroom assistants make up for the losses. Inclusion can work with adequate resources Inclusion can be made to work, but only with adequate and appropriate supports and limits on class sizes and class composition. To provide less than adequate support for students with special needs also harms the quality of education for the other students in the inclusive classrooms. That’s why class size, class composition, and access to professional support are high on the list of issues of importance to teachers.   No. 3—Teacher-librarians are needed more than ever The B.C. government has said it wants to "make B.C. the best educated, most literate jurisdiction on the continent." Teacher-librarians have a key role to play in our schools if we are to achieve a more literate population. International research has shown a consistent correlation between school libraries, subject learning, and information literacy. If we really want to improve literacy, we have to ensure that we have teacher-librarians with budgets that allow for an adequate collection of books. With the many new technologies available, budgets must also provide for quality resources in new media. Google cannot replace the teacher-librarian Yes, there is a lot of information available through the computer on the web. Tools like Google can help to find information. However, googling can also lead to misinformation or to so much information that a student is baffled. One role of the teacher-librarian is to help students develop information literacy, which has been defined as "the ability to access, evaluate, and make effective use of information." The teacher-librarian can work with students to learn about the multitude of different resources and to develop skills in evaluating what they find for relevance and accuracy. The teacher-librarian works with other teachers, as well. They provide resources to classroom teachers, helping them keep the curriculum up to date with new information and new technological tools. Teacher-librarians take extra university courses beyond that needed for their teaching certificate to gain the qualifications and skills to help students and teachers. Teacher-librarians can do all of this--if they exist. According to a Statistics Canada survey of schools, only about 2% of B.C. schools have a full-time librarian. Many do not even have a part-time librarian, only a library technician to keep the doors open and process books. Without a teacher-librarian, the most important functions of the library-selecting the right resources for the school and working with students and teachers-are not carried out. Where have all the books gone? According to a Statistics Canada study of school library resources, the budget for B.C. elementary schools averaged at $11.13 per student and secondary schools at $13.21 per student. These days, that is hardly enough to buy even one paperback book per student, let alone the necessary, but more expensive, reference books or multimedia material. We have students who want to read and library spaces for them to sit, but many libraries lack the diverse resources that meet the full range of student interests and needs. Where have all the teacher-librarians gone? Many teacher-librarian positions disappeared when the staffing provisions were cut from the teacher collective agreement in 2002. Between 2002 and 2004, teacher-librarian staffing declined by 25%, according to the Ministry of Education. Even with the increased funding to school districts this school year, much of the reported increase in library service will be provided by library technicians, not by qualified teacher-librarians. Libraries are most important for the students without resources at home From pre-school to graduation, students with books in their homes will generally do better in school. Increasingly, computers and access to the Internet are required for everyday learning. Libraries should serve as an equalizer-giving access to resources and technology for students who have fewer resources at home. In the face of inadequate library budgets, some school communities have turned to fundraising to provide more resources in the school library. Unfortunately, our communities have different abilities to raise funds, based on the incomes of families attending the school. This fundraising often widens the gap between those who already have the most access and those who need it the most. Support school librariesand teacher-librarians Achieving improved literacy requires a commitment to school libraries that are well funded and fully staffed by professional teacher-librarians. For further information, go to the web site of the B.C. Coalition for School Libraries at bccsl.ca.   No. 4—What is this "class composition" all about? You can hardly talk to teachers these days without hearing them raising "class composition." Many think it is the most important issue they face in their teaching. What’s it all about? It goes back to the inclusion of students with special needs. Students with mild to severe disabilities were integrated into regular classrooms, following a government policy change 16 years ago. Almost immediately teachers noted that they had to change their teaching if classes included students with severe intellectual or physical disabilities or disruptive behaviour. The expectation that came with inclusion was that the teacher would teach according to the individual education plan (IEP) for the student with special needs. That changed the dynamic of the teaching of the class. It became more like teaching several classes at once, but trying to keep things going in one direction at the same time. That’s a tougher job. It means more preparation, more time spent in meetings with specialists and parents, time required to plan with a special education assistant, if you are lucky enough to get one. Beyond that, is the increased complexity of meeting the needs of an increasingly diverse group of students. The classroom can become more like the old one-room schoolhouse-with a wide range of abilities rather than ages. That’s why teachers talk so often about class composition as their biggest challenge. They support inclusion if they have the supports to make it work. Place limits on the number of students with special needs in any one classroom Class composition was such an important issue to teachers that the BCTF locals made it a priority in collective bargaining. The approaches were two-fold. One was to place an upper limit on the number of identified students with special needs in any one class. The other was to have access to supports, such as special education assistants, who could work with students with severe difficulties, and professional development about students’ areas of need. In the extensive tearing up of teacher collective agreements in 2002, not only were upper limits on class size removed, the class-composition clauses were also eliminated. That opened the door for much more difficult situations for both teachers and students. Students with special needs had less support. At the same time, attention to the other students in the class was reduced. That’s what teachers faced when they had to deal with more special needs with less additional support. Eliminating the contract provisions had a negative impact on the teaching and learning conditions. The number of students with identified special needs is dropping, apparently Good news. Ministry statistics say that the number of identified students fell by 6.0% from 2000–01 to 2004–05, while overall public school enrolment fell only by 3.7%. The drop in special needs would be greater except for the huge growth in students identified as being autistic—a 48% increase, from 1,312 to 2,262 over the same years. Does the drop in identified students reduce the pressure on teachers? Hardly. The problem is that the students with special needs haven’t disappeared; many are just not being identified. Under the old finance system, when districts identified students, that brought funding to provide assistance. Under the new system, that is the case only for the students with the most severe disabilities. If you identify a student as having special needs, she or he must have extra service provided in the form of an individual education plan (IEP) that describes the needs and how they will be met. If no additional money is coming for the student, the incentive for a district to identify those with needs is much less. But the students with special needs are still there. The teacher still has to do her or his best to respond to the individual needs, often with resources, activities, and approaches different from those that engage the other students in the class. What do teachers say about class composition? The BCTF asked its members in the spring of 2005. More than 14,000 teachers responded to that chance to talk about their greatest needs in teaching and learning conditions. Seventy-seven percent of teachers said they have more students with special needs than in the past, and 87% said that students have a wider range of needs. Seventy-eight percent said that they do not receive adequate direct support from specialists to help them deal effectively with students with special needs. Here are a few of the comments about class composition teachers wrote on the survey. "There is no learning assistance available for those children who fall behind and need some intense small-group intervention." — elementary teacher , 20+ years experience "It is virtually impossible to meet the wide-ranging needs with so many students. Behaviour issues begin to surface because needs are not being met." — middle school teacher , 4 years experience "My class composition and workload is overwhelming. I have two special needs students without enough support, one severe behaviour student, and six students with severe learning disabilities. I cannot meet everyone’s needs." — intermediate teacher, 10+ years experience "I have had to remove labs because of safety issues, cost issues, or equipment deficiencies. — secondary teacher, 5 years experience "Please, please, please give me the resources—i.e., teachers’ assistants, learning assistance time—I need to meet the needs of my students. Please, please, please decrease the teacher/student ratio so that all the students in my care can get what they need." —intermediate teacher, 5+ years of experience   No. 5—The research is clear: Class size matters to kids The research is clear. "The number of students in a class makes a difference in students’ behaviour and academic performance, participation in school activities, and in parental involvement in schools," according to Dr. Charles Achilles, one of the researchers who worked on the STAR Project (Student Teacher Achievement Ratio). STAR involved more than 11,600 Tennessee children in Grades K—3 and followed their progress to the post-secondary level. It puts to rest any question of the importance of class size. According to Achilles, not one study of class size between 1904 and the present contradicts their findings. Theirs is by far the largest and most comprehensive study. Achilles points out that a lot of confusion in the debate on class size occurs because people cite studies that mix pupil—teacher ratios (PTR) and class size. This is especially true in research reported by an American economist named Eric Hanushek, who consistently mixes pupil-teacher-ratio studies in with class-size studies. Pupil-teacher ratio is the number of students in a school divided by the number of qualified teachers. The number of students in a teacher’s class determines class size. Achilles agrees that research is inconclusive on whether or not changing the PTR affects the quality of education, but there is no doubt that class size matters. It is interesting to note that a September 17, 2003, National Post article claiming that class-size reductions offer only marginal benefits, reported that according to an OECD study, "Elementary classes of upwards of 30 are considered so ridiculous that North American researchers have not even bothered to investigate their effects." In 2002, the B.C. Liberal government removed the upper class-size limit of 30 and made 30 the average for Grades 4–12! In the STAR Project, students and teachers were randomly assigned to various class-size conditions in Grades K–3: small classes of about 13 to 17, regular classes of about 22 to 26, and regular classes of about 22 to 26 with full-time teacher assistants. The results are clear; the students in small classes for the first four years of school performed better on nationally normed and criterion-referenced tests by the end of Grade 3. Moreover, students who had been in small classes for K–3 continued to move ahead of their grade level as they continued through to Grade 12. A greater proportion of those students wrote entrance exams for post-secondary institutions. The study found that students in small classes did the best. Students in regular classes were next, and students in regular classes with a full-time TA were third. The only variable in the study was the size of the class. The evidence is clear that having students begin schooling in classes small enough to have their needs met more than pays off in the long run. Students do better in academics, their behaviour is better because it can be monitored, and they can be taught behaviour appropriate for school. They develop a more positive attitude toward school, and their parents become more involved. Teachers find it more rewarding to teach small classes. The social security numbers, birth dates, and gender of the students participating in the study were used to track them. That information told researchers how they did in following grades, as well as how many applied for post-secondary institutions, were charged with criminal offenses, or applied for welfare. Being in a small class for the first four years of school had a positive effect on all areas investigated. A greater proportion of students from small classes applied to post-secondary institutions. Beginning school in a small class cut in half the gap between whites and Afro-Americans for the proportion applying to post-secondary. A smaller proportion of students who began in small classes were charged with a criminal offense, and a smaller proportion applied for welfare benefits. Small class size not only benefits the students in the class but also pays dividends to society as a whole. It is an investment we cannot afford to ignore. Achilles likened it to the Ministry of Health’s asking doctors to eradicate polio but refusing to provide the vaccine. He said we know the importance of small classes and we can’t afford to ignore the overwhelming evidence.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "#FunFriday Fact: #BC has the highest small business employment in Canada. October is Small Business Month! Check out: http://t.co/20bcLmlvFP" @bcliberals - 03:55pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Touring a natural gas drilling rig with @MLA Mike Bernier, and Brian from EnCana http://t.co/AifdJ4H07b" @Teresa_Wat - 06:01pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8830&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, Number 4, March 2004 On being well: Making healthy choices by Julia Johnson At a local gym during the Christmas break, I encountered one of the part-time librarians from my school. She and her partner librarian would be going into the school over the holiday to catalogue books. Going into school to work when school is not in session is not unusual. Many teachers use their personal time on weekends to plan units of study, prepare tests, mark papers and projects, write student reports, sponsor extra-curricular activities, organize lessons, and coach. Spending extra time at school or taking school work home is considered part of the job, Working overtime comes with the territory. The librarians believed that going to school during the Christmas break was necessary because they no longer have administration time for the countless duties for which a librarian is responsible. Not to go in would mean they would be unable to do their jobs properly. Listening to my colleague, I sensed the frustration over having to take time out of one’s personal life to do work-related tasks that used to be part of the work day. That situation epitomizes the working conditions of today’s teachers. We teach in uncertain and complex times, where rapid change and the external demands on teachers are greater than in any other period in our educational history. Since the educational cuts began, the message we hear regularly from our educational leaders and colleagues is that teaching cannot proceed as usual. How can it, when there are fewer resources for those requiring counselling, learning assistance, ESL, or individual programming? when there are fewer student support workers, less secretarial and janitorial time? when class sizes have increased and class composition is given no consideration? when science equipment is scarce, curriculum texts are falling apart, and fine arts programs are eliminated? Yet somehow teaching does seem to be continuing as usual, and the changing working conditions teachers have been forced to accept seem to be having little impact on their daily work. As a profession, we strive to achieve the same quality performance of yesteryear with the decreased funds and resources of today. Daily in the teaching profession, we guide and counsel children to make wise and appropriate choices. We want young people to consider their safety and well-being in all they do, and we teach lessons to foster that message. In the context of educational cutbacks I wonder about the choices teachers are making in their professional lives. Will the additional time teachers spend performing the multitude of teaching tasks actually make it easier for them when they face their classes each day? Teaching is an endless job, and we could be engaged in schoolwork 24/7 if we had the motivation and the energy. So, just how much does one need to do to get the job done? As a group, teachers are characteristically perfectionists, with high expectations for their students and for their profession as well. With these qualities, are teachers able to recognize when they have done enough? Do they understand the importance of letting go of some of their expectations so they can develop other areas in their lives? Do they have the strength and the courage to establish boundaries and set limits to the work they do so the choices they make will foster their health and wellbeing and bring balance to their lives? The time has come for teachers to reflect on these questions and the professional choices they make. Given the context of reduced educational funding, teachers cannot be expected to do more with less. If they do, they risk their health and become their own worst enemy. It is time for teachers to learn to walk the talk of the "smart choice" lessons they teach to the young. It is time for teachers to choose personal wellness as a way of life over the workaholic life that teaching can be. Julia Johnson, a learning resource teacher at Red Bluff School, in Quesnel, is a BCTF PD wellness associate.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141006,globalnews.ca,http://globalnews.ca/author/dawna-friesen/,GlobalNews - Staff Personalities | Dawna Friesen Your Region: National BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg On TV: News Hour Sections National National sections Locals Local sections Watch Watch sections Search Canada Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released Sections Health Money Consumer Tech Entertainment Environment Science Lifestyle Sports Featured Canada World Politics Investigations Canada Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released Your Region National Change BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Health Money Consumer Tech Entertainment Environment Science Lifestyle Sports Jump to a Region National BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Man trying to reach Bermuda in inflatable bubble rescued by Coast Guard Schedule NowNews Hour 6:30pmGlobal National More Programs Global National The West Block 16x9 The Morning Show More Personalities Dawna Friesen Carolyn Jarvis Liza Fromer Tom Clark More DAILY 5:30pm 6:30pm ET|AT Main About Personalities Video Everyday Hero Your Canada Social Media Follow Dawna on Twitter Contact Dawna Dawna Friesen Anchor and Executive Editor Award-winning journalist Dawna Friesen ushered in a new era at Global National as its second anchor and executive editor on September 20, 2010. Prior to joining Global National, Dawna served as NBC’s foreign correspondent and anchor in London for 11 years. Appearing on NBC News, Today and MSNBC, she travelled extensively covering many international news stories, including the Israeli Palestinian conflict and the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq. While Saddam Hussein was still in power, Dawna had the chance to spend time in Iraq, followed by several months in neighbouring Egypt and Jordan in the lead up to the war, returning after the American-led attack on Iraq to report extensively on the country’s slow descent into chaos. Dawna spent months in Pakistan, travelling to the tribal territories, covering the kidnapping and murder of Wall Street Journal reporter Daniel Pearl in Karachi. She was in Belgrade after the fall of Slobodan Milosevic and has spent time in Russia covering, among other things, the siege of a theatre by Chechen rebels in 2002, the Beslan school massacre and was in Madrid after the train bombings there in 2004 – travelling on to Morocco following the trail of the bombing suspects. She’s provided inside coverage of every election in Britain in the past decade, returned to Vancouver for the 2010 Winter Olympics as part of NBC’s team covering the games and won an Emmy award for her part in NBC’s coverage of the night Barack Obama was elected president of the United States. With an eclectic mix of feature stories all over Europe and the Middle East, including more stories on Britain’s royal family than she can count, she has, among other things, interviewed Elvis Presley’s distant relatives in Scotland, had exclusive access to the newly-cleaned sculpture of Michelangelo’s David in Florence, Italy, and went live on Today from the North Pole region when the Svalbard Global Seed Vault was opened. Before NBC, Dawna worked in Toronto at CTV as a national correspondent, anchor and back-up host for Canada AM. In addition, she served as a parliamentary reporter in CTV’s Ottawa bureau, and as a reporter and anchor for CBC-TV in Vancouver. Dawna began her journalism career in 1985 at a newspaper in Portage la Prairie before moving on to radio and television stations in Brandon, Saskatoon, Thunder Bay and Winnipeg. Born in Winnipeg, Dawna grew up on a farm in Manitoba and graduated with a degree in communications from Red River College. In 1993, she received a Southam Fellowship for Journalists from the University of Toronto and in 2009 The Distinguished Alumni Award from Red River College. Just weeks before starting her second year at Global National, Dawna was bestowed with the 2011 Gemini Award for Canada’s best news anchor.  The Geminis honour the best in Canadian television. When she’s not in the office, Dawna enjoys staying up to date on world events, reading, gardening, cooking, and of course, spending time with her son. Dawna on Twitter 4 hours ago Dawna Friesen @DFriesenGlobal Follow @DFriesenGlobal @viviencywong yes! Look for it online after the newscast airs later today. Popular Now How does Ebola spread? 5 things you need to know 17958 Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released 9957 Accused Madeleine McCann Twitter troll found dead 9216 Ebola: 5 reasons why an outbreak is highly unlikely in Canada 5718 UPDATE: What’s the best, cheapest Canadian cellphone plan out there? 5633 Featured Content Canada Ebola: 5 reasons why an outbreak is highly unlikely in Canada What are the chances of an Ebola outbreak taking off in Canada? It isn’t likely, according to experts. And here are a number of reasons why. Continue reading → Environment Are we in the midst of a mass extinction? There have been 5 mass extinctions — the loss of 75 per cent or more of the world’s species — in Earth’s history. Scientists now believe that we are at the early stages of the sixth. Continue reading → Health Lab-grown penises may soon be ‘ready for testing’ on humans Researchers in North Carolina say penises grown in laboratories could “soon be ready for human testing,” offering hope for men who have had traumatic injuries or penile cancer. Continue reading → Canada Meet Rachel Parent — the teen fighting for GMO labelling in Canada Rachel Parent is a 15-year-old activist. Her goal: mandatory labelling in Canada of all genetically modified organisms, or GMOs that are found as ingredients in food. Continue reading → Canada Abandoned puppies on the mend Twenty hungry, cold and flea-infested puppies found in a Saskatchewan field are now being nursed back to health at Battleford’s Humane Society. Continue reading → Science Everything you need to know about Wednesday’s lunar eclipse On Oct. 8, Canada will be treated to its second lunar eclipse of the year. Find out what you can expect. Continue reading → Canada Can homegrown food win the climate change war? Wondering what’s the single most effective way to combat climate change? Plant a garden. Continue reading → Canada 16×9: An investigation into illegal lumber Timber thieves are stealing wood from the Russian Far East, processing it in China and then shipping it to North America, a 16×9 investigation has found. Continue reading → Highlights Hounds of Parliament: As commuting cyclist and budget watchdog, Frechette must make his presence known Frechette draws a line distinguishing his personality as a cyclist and as the parliamentary budget officer. But surely there’s a parallel between the assertive man he is on a bike and in the role of PBO? Continue reading → Email alerts Sign up for FREE daily Globalnews.ca newsletters and breaking news alerts Email Address National Daily News National Breaking News By clicking on the submit button, I have read, understood and agreed to our privacy policy Twitter Follow globalnews 5 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews USA Swimming suspends #MichaelPhelps for 6 months glbn.ca/ClLU9 pic.twitter.com/nqC3dQ3NhL 5 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews Hillary Clinton: military action against ISIS “critical” and “essential” globalnews.ca/news/1600343/w… #cdnpoli 17 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews Boy left in car during church choir practice dies glbn.ca/ClKBB Jump to a Region BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Connect Facebook Twitter Google+ RSS Contact Us Global News About Us Privacy Policy Principles & Practices Terms & Conditions Copyright Shaw Media Advertise Open Data © Shaw Media Inc., 2014. All rights reserved. Follow Follow “Global News” Get every new post delivered to your Inbox. Join 3,820 other followers Powered by WordPress.com Shaw Connect Expand News Entertainment Entertainment Home Celebs Movies TV Music Living Lifestyle Food Home & Living Sports Money Tech Travel Breaktime Autos Watch TV Online All Sites Global Global News Food Network HGTV History Television Showcase Slice DTOUR ET Canada National Geographic Movietime Lifetime H2 DIY Action NG Wild Mystery IFC BBC Deja Vu Twist)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=14896&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2008 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 20, Number 4, January/February 2008 Classified advertising TRAVEL VACATION QUEEN CHARLOTTE ISLANDS/ HAIDA GWAII Fabulous "mothership" kayaking, wilderness adventure, unforgettable experiences. 1-888-559-8317, www.TourHaidaGwaii.com WHISTLER GETAWAY Pinecrest Estates, 4-5 bd., 1.5 bath, 1400 sq.ft. cabin, sauna, deck with BBQ, fully-equip. kitchen, DW, WD, wood stove (wood provided). Seasonal rates. glush@shaw.ca or 604-936-3346. WHISTLER Condo. Sleeps 4, views, close to village, 604-943-9423, preddyplace@telus.net. GRANADA, NICARAGUA Discover this beautiful Spanish colonial city and little known country. B&B run by retired BC teacher. For info contact carolannrea@hotmail.com WHISTLER CREEKSIDE 3 bdrm. townhouse for rent, sleeps 6-8 comfortably, 2 bath. 604-535-9315. BLACKCOMB Luxury 2 bd/loft, 3 bath, sleeps 8, ski-in, ski-out, 604-940-0156. WHISTLER 1 bd. condo (Whistler Creekside) sleeps 4, F/P, hot tub, swimming pool, sauna, fully equipped kitchen, u/ground parking, walk across the street to lifts and stores. Book early to avoid disappointment. Call Jan or John at 604-530-0958. SUN PEAKS RESORT Stone’s Throw Unit 49, Luxurious brand new condo 2bd/2bath sleeps 5, ski-in-ski-out, Mountain Views, Private hot tub, F/P, BBQ, 6 appliances, Plasma TVs. Free Wireless Internet. All amenities. NS/NP. To reserve call 1-866-425-5872 or go to www.stonesthrow49.directvacations.com Reservation code: Teacher FRANCE. Ultimate vacations, privately owned, beautiful furn. 1 bd. central Paris. Provence lovely furn. house close to Avignon. Wkly/ mthly. 604-738-1876, 604-298-3904, irene.roland@gmail.com, www.ultimateparis.com KIHEI, MAUI Large selection of fully equipped condos. Great beaches. Near shopping centre. Call Alf, 604-291-1751, kihei@telus.net. KIHEI, MAUI Privately owned, beautiful fully furn. 2 bd., 2 bath condo across from Kamaole beaches. Great complex, Great location. 250-598-6955, F: 250-598-6965. WHISTLER BLACKCOMB Ski-in/out, quiet luxury condo, sleeps 5, pool, hot tubs, 3 night min. www.at-blackcomb.com, Sheila 604-929-6589. WHISTLER condo, 2 bd. sleep 6, quiet family area, 10 min. to Village. All amen., F/P, jetted tub, etc. Rates from $100 to $225/night. Depending on duration and season. Ron 604-988-8231, rhsargent@shaw.ca GULF ISLANDS Deluxe waterfront cottage, 1 bd./sleeps 4, winter and summer rates, call Alma 250-629-3008, www.ainsliepointcottage.com WHISTLER 3 bd. chalet, sleeps 6, all amenities, John 604-987-7619. OKANAGAN Osoyoos lakeview cherry orchard private house rental. Weekly in summer, long term out of season. www.lakeviewcherryorchard.com or call Carol 604-209-7220. WHISTLER townhouse, sleeps 8, fully equip. 604-985-7669 or Gary 778-241-7471. CABO 2 bdrm., 2 bath, newly renovated condo on spectacular bay. 3 min. walk to beach. $950/ wk. e-mail duggans@shaw.ca SOUTH OF FRANCE Teacher-owned holiday rental. Sunny, affordable 4 bd., 2 bath villa in Limoux, Languedoc. Great for sharing! Keith Digby 250-743-2439, www.southoffrancerental.com SATURNA Gulf Island Getaway, www.lyallharbour.com, 1-877-473-9343. Fact finding and job search, SPRING BREAK IN CHINA March 15-29, (Van-Beijing) Visit a variety of schools, drop off resumes, see Forbidden City, Great Wall, Warriors; organized by a BC teacher, $99/day (dbl) + air & taxes, (14 days x $99 = $1386) ksly@travelonly.com FRANCE FRANCE 2008 holiday rental. Well renovated stone houses in ancient vineyard village, SW France, great walking, cycling, food, wine. C$741/C$880 week per family unit. E-mail mjcapper@hotmail.com, visit www.ourhouseinfrance.com.au FRANCE Tranquil farmhouse for rent in the French countryside. www.frenchfarmhouse.ca SW FRANCE House to rent in charming bastide village, 2 hrs from Bordeaux. website: www.4rueduloup.com GABRIOLA ISLAND BC 2 bdrm. cottage, private, fully equipped, starting $900/mo. or $450/wk. 250-247-9883. boysen@shaw.ca, www.gabriolacottage.netfirms.com OKANAGAN LAKE cottage for rent July & Aug. Sleeps 6, plus bunkhouse sleeps 4. Located 30 from Vernon. Private beach and dock. To view, see www.carrsareus.com. $1000/wk. Must bring own linens and do light housekeeping before you leave. Contact John and Susan Carr, 604-936-7525. GOLF-WINE TOUR in Osoyoos w/front, 2 bdrm. condo, N/S, N/P, Call Geroge for weekly rates, May—Sept. 604-520-1001. RENT/EXCHANGE VANCOUVER Clean, bright, quiet, centrally located condos at Robson & Bute. 1 bdrm. $95. Daily/weekly/ monthly rates. 604-608-4268, dbemc@hotmail.com VANCOUVER "Yaletown" luxury studio, privately owned condo. Available weekends, weekly or monthly. Secure underground parking. 604-626-8523. VANCOUVER Kits, fully furnished, 1 bdrm condo for rent near beach between May and July. Contact daphnoucho@hotmail.com or call 604-737-7181. NORTH VANCOUVER home, 4 bdrm, large yard, mid-July to mid-August, $2000/mo. or $750/wk. contact Roxie Giles, rgiles@sd45.bc.ca RESOURCES RETIRING? Undecided about the Joint Life option? Order "Choosing the Right Options" a straightforward guide/workbook for selecting the best option for your situation. workbook $15, CD $15, both $25. Mail: Ken Smith, 5120 Ewart St., Burnaby, BC V5J 2W2 or BCTF Lesson Aids. BURNS BOG Book a field trip that empowers your students and satisfies your science curriculum. Contact Bree at Burns Bog Conservation Society. 604-572-0373 or 1-888-850-6264. THE SUBSTITUTE You want to TEACH? www.thesubstitute.ca CANADA IS FOR KIDS Buy these acclaimed Michael Mitchell CDs, music books and other products or bring this popular elementary school concert to your school. Full details are at www.michael-mitchell.ca SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY Developed in Nanaimo by teachers, for teachers, our lesson plans directly support BC Ministry of Education curricula. Visit www.ourhiddenheroes.org. Contact info@hiddenheroes.org, 250-741-7499 or 1-877-836-2781. MISCELLANEOUS MASTER OF EDUCATION (Special Education) by coursework offered by Flinders University in S. Australia is recognized by the B.C. TQS. Degree available entirely in distance mode. Apply now for commencement of study in semester one (late February) or semester two (late July). More information at: ehlt.flinders.edu.au/northamerica or from the program co-ordinator, Bernice.Burnip@flinders.edu.au RETIRED? RETIRING? Use your teaching skills to create another income stream to supplement your pension and secure your future. For information: 604-946-8955, bgmcclure@gmail.com IN-HOME TUTORING agency needs certified teachers for Grade 1—12 (all subjects) for Lower Mainland, Campbell River, Comox Valley. www.schooliseasy.com Forward resume to susan@schooliseasy.com, or fax 604-439-1795, or phone 604-439-1790, toll free 1-877-787-5854. SCHOOL TATTOOS 1000 tattoos with your school’s logo $149. Great for school spirit, teams or fundraising. Visit www.schooltattoos.ca or e-mail info@schooltattoos.ca or tel/fax 613-567-2636. USE YOUR MOUSE to find your house! Thinking of buying or selling in Greater Victoria, Sooke, or Sidney? Click on one of Victoria’s top real estate web sites for free reports and MLS listings with full addresses at www.carollivingstone.com. Carol Livingstone, B.Ed, Re/Max Camosun, carol@carollivingtone.com, toll free 1-800-663-2121 or 250-744-3301. GLASSER CHOICE THEORY and Reality Therapy Training: Feb. 2, 3, 9, 10, 2008. Contact 604-983-2202. lscott@realitycounselling.ca PACIFIC GARDENS Cohousing Community is a new, environmentally friendly condo project in Nanaimo on a spectacular 4.37 acre property close to downtown. Enjoy a strong sense of community, social interaction and over 7000 sq.ft. of common facilities. Find out more at www.pacific gardens.ca, 250-754-3060 or e-mail joinus@pacificgardens.ca VANCOUVER PRO-D Presentations that revitalize your teaching skills in creative writing. Professional speaker and author, Julie H. Ferguson has changed the way over 3000 teachers approach writing across the ability spectrum. Her highly acclaimed sessions for reluctant to talented writers harmonize current brain- and evidence-based research with professional writing tips and give teachers practical tools to improve their students’ performance. Visit www.beaconlit.com/Teacherworkshops.htm then call 604-469-1319 or e-mail info@beaconlit.com to book Julie for your classroom, or next conference/ school event. GLASSWORK for teachers… a good thing for ProD days… seafireglassworks.com PHOENIX Arizona. Looking to rent or buy in Phoenix area? Contact Marisa Gappa, realtor for the Gappa Group. Toll free 877-200-9393 or www.thebestarizonahomes.com For advertising information, contact Kathleen Smith, newsmag@bctf.ca)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9142,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 19, Number 1, September 2006 Teaching to diversity—It's IEP season by Marilyn Miller Excellent online information and assistance is available through the BCTF web site. The BCTF homepage will link you to Teaching to Diversity. There, open the Resource Inventory and then open Documentation. That is your main source of diverse information and multiple supports to assist with IEP development. Within Documentation, you can access the ministry’s Manual of Policies, Procedures, and Guidelines to find out exactly what the manual states regarding who must have an IEP and what must be contained in an IEP. You can also access the ministry’s Special Education Resource Guide, which provides helpful information and strategies regarding all aspects of the IEP, including determining when an IEP is necessary, which processes should be considered and who should be involved. The guide also includes sample forms and plans that teachers will find useful in preparing their own IEPs. In addition to those sample forms, there are several sample IEP and Student Learning Plan templates found in the Documentation section of the Resource Inventory. They range in length from full, multipage IEP formats to more concise formats to suit students with less intense needs. Useful checklists of typical adaptations are also found within these templates. Are you interested in learning what research tells us about what will make the greatest difference in student learning? Go to "Looking at IEPs as Best Practice" for reasons why we need to involve students in their IEP development/review and how their involvement enhances achievement. You have no doubt noticed that the Resource Inventory contains many more access portals. Why not have a look around those other portals. You will find that the Adaptations, Modifications, and Strategies sections contain varied and useful sources to augment your IEP development as well as general educational practice. One of my favourite sections is Graphic Organizers found within Adaptations. There are literally hundreds of easy-to-use visual templates to scaffold learning. Have a look! Marilyn Miller teaches at Trafalgar Junior Secondary School, Nelson, and as a member of the Teaching To Diversity committee is content co-ordinator for the web site. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141007,www.huffingtonpost.com,http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/03/07/syria-military-intervention-panetta-us_n_1326350.html,Panetta: Syria Military Intervention For U.S. 'Has No Simple Answers' View mobile site October 7, 2014 Huffpost WorldPost Edition: U.S. Show/Hide Brasil BR Canada CA Deutschland DE España ES France FR Italia IT 日本 (Japan) JP 한국 (Korea) KR Maghreb MG United Kingdom UK United States US Follow Newsletters Get WorldPostNewsletters Email address Enter Email Address Huffington Post Search Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search iOS app Android app More Log in Create Account Notifications 0 $USERNAME Profile Settings Logout FRONT PAGE Politics Colorado Governor: Legalizing Marijuana Was 'Reckless' 502 Court Rejects Appeal On South Carolina Redistricting 483 Reporter Asked Mark Pryor Whether Obama Is Doing Enough On Ebola. It Wasn't Pretty. 0 60 Percent Of Americans Soon Will Live In States With Marriage Equality 536 Supreme Court Rejects Gay Marriage Appeals From 5 States 937 Go to Politics More in Politics Pollster Politics Blog Off The Bus Election Maps Pollster You Might Also Like WorldPost Green Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Business Walmart And Whole Foods Are Slowly Killing Traditional Supermarkets 124 The North And South Are Seriously Divided When It Comes To Fast Food 23 Chase Bank Refuses To Admit How Many People Were Actually Hacked 29 Here's The Letter Calling On Mark Zuckerberg To Help 'Servant'-Like Bus Drivers 27 You Can Now Get Health Insurance At Walmart 53 Go to Business More in Business Small Biz Money You Might Also Like WorldPost Tech Media Arts Sports Weird News Smarter Ideas Urban Progress Media New York Times Editorial Board Backs Marijuana Initiatives 56 This Is Why Live TV Weather Reports Are Still The Best 0 Former CNN Employee Alleges Race And Age Discrimination In Wrongful Termination Suit 0 Politico Sees Big Money In Expanding Its Labor Coverage 0 Iran Frees Journalist On Bail 1 Go to Media More in Media Eat The Press Calderone: The Backstory You Might Also Like Entertainment TV Comedy Arts Books Religion Moviefone Green Reality Star Reveals The Stunning Pollution TV Cameras Didn't Show 17 Bear Cub Found Dead In Central Park 16 LOOK: This Crab Stood Up To A Very Large Alligator -- And Won 1 World Falling Behind On Plan To Protect Natural World, UN Says 7 Typhoon Washes 3 U.S. Airmen Out To Sea 30 Go to Green More in Green Energy Climate Change Animals Green Tech Green Holiday You Might Also Like Politics Food WorldPost Science Healthy Living Tech Facebook Possibly Planning A Secret New Use For Messenger, Leaked Screenshots Reveal 11 You're Using Your Sunglasses All Wrong 8 Hewlett-Packard Plans To Break Into Two Companies 77 Go to Tech More in Tech TEDWeekends Social Media You Might Also Like Small Biz Green Science NY SF Smarter Ideas TechCrunch Engadget Arts The Glamorous History Of Pin-Up Like You've Never Seen It Before 3 1 Here Are A Bunch Of F*cking Delightful Artsy Cat Photos. You're Welcome. 3 This Is What It Really Looks Like To Be A Modern Day Nun 8 New Animation-Inspired Art Show Will Make You Yearn For Saturday Morning Cartoons 0 Go to Arts More in Arts Painting Film Design Photography Theater Architecture You Might Also Like Books NY Los Angeles Travel 9 Secrets Your Flight Attendant May Be Burning To Tell You 12 Turkey's Real-Life Ghost Town Is Beautiful AND Haunted 0 How to Take Amazing Vacation Photos With Your Phone 7 50 Fictional Places You Can Visit In Real Life 6 Go to Travel More in Travel Travel Video Destinations Themed Guides TSA Airlines You Might Also Like Food Arts World GPS for the Soul Recipes Women 60 Little Tips That Can Change A College Girl's Life 7 Gillian Anderson Says Sexism Is 'Easy To Miss' And 'Easy To Get Used To' 26 The History Of The Bra [INFOGRAPHIC] 6 Go to Women More in Women Love & Sex Career & Money Women's Health You Might Also Like Style Weddings Divorce Parents Healthy Living Black Voices Latino Voices Religion Here's Why These Muslims Are Refusing To Criticize ISIS 826 Mother Upset Over School Assignment About Islam 1K Beardless Jesus Discovered On Early Christian Artifact 0 David Archuleta Released His First Single In Years . . . And You'll Never Guess What He's Singing About 43 What Happened When Tony Campolo's Son 'Came Out' As Humanist 58 Go to Religion More in Religion Buddhism Christianity Hinduism Islam Judaism You Might Also Like Arts World Healthy Living Impact GPS for the Soul HuffPost Live Next Ferguson & The Threat Of State Violence Next SCOTUS To Rule On Prisoner's Beard Tomorrow 'Felony' Star Jai Courtney LIVE Tomorrow Author & Therapist Linda Carroll LIVE Tomorrow Macy Gray LIVE Go to Huffpost Live All Sections News Politics WorldPost Business Small Business Money Media Sports Education Crime Weird News Good News Entertainment Entertainment Celebrity Comedy Arts & Culture Books TV Life & Style Healthy Living GPS for the Soul Style Home Taste Weddings Travel Parents Divorce Huff/Post 50 Marlo Thomas OWN Dr. Phil Tech & Science Tech Science Green Code Voices Women Black Voices Latino Voices Voces (en español) Gay Voices Religion College Teen Impact Local Chicago DC Denver Detroit Hawaii Los Angeles Miami New York San Francisco Our Mobile Apps: iOS Android HuffPost Live (iOS) GPS For The Soul (iOS) GPS For The Soul (Android) WorldPost Berggruen Institute on Governance ChinaFile How A Self-Described 'Blonde Tattooed Texas Girl' Became An ISIS Twitter Star 2014-10-03 19:22:38 It's Been 3 Weeks Since Anyone's Seen Kim And Rumors Are Swirling 2014-10-06 16:54:02 Syria Blasts At School Kill 32, Including 10 Kids 2014-10-01 08:58:17 3 New Findings On ISIS Weapons That You Should Know About 2014-10-06 20:46:37 Al-Shabab Militants Pushed Out Of Last Significant Stronghold In Somalia 2014-10-05 15:47:37 Turkish Riot Police Detain ISIS Sympathizers After Protesters Clash On Campus 2014-10-01 13:50:02 This Unlikely Revolutionary Will Change The Way You Think About Syria 2014-10-03 07:36:06 WATCH: Two Container Ships Collide In The Suez Canal 2014-09-30 17:45:28 Kurds Face Massacre In Syrian Border Town As Turkey Just Watches 2014-10-05 18:09:59 Spanish Nurse First To Contract Ebola Outside West Africa 2014-10-06 13:32:00 American Held Hostage By ISIS: 'I Am Obviously Pretty Scared To Die' 2014-10-06 03:42:29 Erdogan Demands Apology From Biden After ISIS Comments 2014-10-04 10:51:53 Kurds Claim Key Border Border Crossing After Fierce Battles With ISIS 2014-09-30 20:08:33 ISIS In America? 2014-10-01 07:05:22 Mass Grave Found Near Where Students Disappeared In Mexico 2014-10-04 19:29:43 Previous Story Next Story Panetta: Syria Military Intervention For U.S. 'Has No Simple Answers'  | By DONNA CASSATA Posted: 03/07/2012 9:17 am EST Updated: 05/07/2012 5:12 am EDT Share Tweet Email Comment tumblr stumble reddit WASHINGTON (AP) — Defense Secretary Leon Panetta and the nation's top military leader delivered a sober assessment Wednesday of Syria's sophisticated air defenses and its extensive stockpile of chemical weapons in a strategic reality check to the demand for U.S. military action to end President Bashar Assad's deadly crackdown on his people. President Barack Obama's 2008 rival — Republican Sen. John McCain — has called for the president to launch airstrikes against Assad to force him from power and end the bloodshed. The United Nations estimates that more than 7,500 Syrians have been killed, with hundreds more fleeing to neighboring nations to avoid the slaughter. Army Gen. Martin Dempsey, the chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, told the Senate Armed Services Committee that Obama has asked the Pentagon for a preliminary review of military options, such as enforcement of a no-fly zone and humanitarian airlifts. He insisted that the military would be ready if the commander in chief made the request. "What are the potential missions, what is the enemy order of battle, what are the enemy's capabilities or potential enemies? What are the troops we have available, and how much time. So, mission, enemy, terrain, troops and time. That's a commander's estimate," Dempsey said of the initial step. Panetta said they waiting on Obama before doing more detailed contingency planning. In Congress, only McCain's closest Senate colleagues have echoed his plea. War-weary Republicans and Democrats have expressed serious reservations about U.S. military involvement in Syria after more than a decade of war in Iraq and Afghanistan, the divisive political fight last summer over U.S. intervention in Libya, and the possibility of an Israeli attack on Iran. House Speaker John Boehner, R-Ohio, said this week that the situation in Syria is too muddled and military action would be premature, an opinion shared by many House Republicans who challenged Obama last year for dispatching the military to protect Libyans battling to overthrow Moammar Gadhafi. Republican presidential candidate Mitt Romney also said this week that he wasn't prepared to support military action against Syria. Panetta summed up the situation in stark terms. "The fundamental issue that is before us is whether or not the United States will go in and act unilaterally in that part of the world, and engage in another war in the Muslim world unilaterally. Or whether or not we will work with others in determining what action we take," Panetta said. Still, McCain pressed for military involvement, pointing to Democratic President Bill Clinton's willingness to act during the Bosnian war in the 1990s. He engaged in one sharp exchange with Panetta. "As secretary of defense, before I recommend that we put our sons and daughters in uniform in harm's way, I've got to make very sure that we know what the mission is," Panetta said. "I've got to make very sure that we know whether we can achieve that mission? At what price? And whether or not it will make matters better, or worse?" "Well, let me tell you what's wrong with your statement," McCain said. "You don't mention American leadership. Americans should lead in this. America should be standing up. America should be building coalitions." Late last month, Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton traveled to Tunisia to rally the Friends of Syria, 60 U.S, Arab and European nations determined to force Assad and his allies to agree to a democratic transition. Obama has resisted calls to step into the turmoil in Syria to stop Assad's crackdown on protesters. He told a news conference Tuesday that the international community has not been able to muster a campaign against Syria like the one in Libya that ousted Gadhafi. Russia, which is involved in arms sales with Syria, and China have resisted U.N. efforts to criticize Syria. Obama's strategy has been to rely on sanctions and international diplomatic isolation to pressure Assad into handing over power. Assad's regime did allow U.N. humanitarian chief Valerie Amos into Baba Amr on Wednesday; she found that most people already had fled after a military siege. In a cautionary note, Panetta and Dempsey described a well-armed Syria that bears little resemblance to what the U.S. military and its allies faced in Libya. Syria's air defenses are five times more sophisticated than Libya's, and its chemical and biological weapons stockpile is 100 times larger than Libya's. Suppressing the air defenses would require a sustained air campaign over an extended period of time with a significant number of aircraft. The United States would have to lead the effort, Dempsey said. One complication is the location of the air defenses. Panetta said they are in populous neighborhoods and air attacks could mean scores of unintended deaths. "We also need to be alert to extremists," Dempsey said, and other hostile actors, including Iran, which he said "has been exploiting the situation and expanding its support to the regime. And we need to be especially alert to the fate of Syria's chemical and biological weapons. They need to stay exactly where they are." Dempsey said the opposition numbers 100 groups. Syria also is far more diverse demographically, ethnically and religiously. McCain — along with Sens. Lindsey Graham, R-S.C., and Joe Lieberman, I-Conn. — also raised the possibility of arming the rebels. But Republican Sen. Susan Collins of Maine expressed reservations, citing Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton's recent comment that "if we arm, who are we arming?" Some reports have suggested that al-Qaida is backing the Syrian opposition. "If the United States or another country or even an international coalition chose to arm opposition groups in Syria, what's your assessment of the risk that we might be taking that we could end up arming terrorist groups or other enemies that are hostile to the United States or to Israel or to other allies in the region?" Collins asked. At the State Department, Clinton said the United States is doing what it can to support the opposition, which still isn't unified. "So we do think it is appropriate to help the opposition, but where we're focused on is how we help them be more unified, communicate more clearly, have a message to all their Syrian counterparts who are not yet convinced that it is in their interests for Assad to go," she said. In the House, the Foreign Affairs Committee unanimously approved tougher sanctions on Syria that target its energy sector senior regime officials responsible for human rights abuses. The measure also strengthens current penalties. ___ Associated Press writers Kasie Hunt and Matthew Lee contributed to this report. - Close  Syria Bombing 3/6 (CLONED) of   A man teaches Bilal, 11, how to use a toy rocket propelled grenade in Idlib, north Syria, Sunday, March 4, 2012. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd) People are silhouetted at the end of a road in the old city of Idlib, north Syria, Monday, March 5, 2012. Syrian refugees fleeing to neighboring Lebanon on Monday said they feared they would be slaughtered in their own homes as government forces hunted down opponents in a brutal offensive against the opposition stronghold of Homs. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd) Children warm their hands by a fire in Idlib, north Syria, Monday, March 5, 2012. Syrian refugees fleeing to neighboring Lebanon on Monday said they feared they would be slaughtered in their own homes as government forces hunted down opponents in a brutal offensive against the opposition stronghold of Homs. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd) This image made from amateur video and released by Shaam News Network Monday, March 5, 2012, purports to show Syrians carrying a large Syrian revolutionary flag during a demonstration in Derbassiyeh, Syria. (AP Photo/Shaam News Network via APTN) Free Syrian Army fighters pose for a portrait at their headquarters in Idlib, north Syria, Sunday, March 4, 2012. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd) A man teaches Bilal, 11, right, how to use a toy rocket propelled grenade in Idlib, north Syria, Sunday, March 4, 2012. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd) Free Syrian Army fighters pose for a picture inside of their headquarters in Idlib, north Syria, Sunday, March 4, 2012. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd) French Ambassador Eric Chevallier, center, receives the body of slain French photojournalist Remi Ochlik in Damascus, Syria, Saturday, March 3, 2012. Syrian Red Crescent officials handed over to embassy officials Saturday the bodies of two foreign journalists who were killed in shelling while trapped inside a besieged district in Syria's central city of Homs. (AP Photo/Muzaffar Salman) Men bury three Free Syrian Army fighters allegedly killed by the Syrian Army during their funeral in Idlib, north Syria, Saturday, March 3, 2012. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd) Men try to get gasoline in a gas station in downtown Idlib, north Syria, Saturday, March 3, 2012. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd) A woman walks next to a graffiti that reads in broken English: "Go Out Bashar" referring to Syrian President Bashar Assad, in Idlib, north Syria, Saturday, March 3, 2012. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd) A boy plays in a park converted to a cemetery in Idlib, north of Syria, Saturday, March 3, 2012. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd) Cemetery workers prepare graves for a three Free Syrian Army fighters in Idlib, north Syria, Saturday, March 3, 2012. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd) In this Friday, March 2, 2012 citizen journalism image provided by the Local Coordination Committees in Syria and accessed on Saturday, March 3, 2012, anti-Syrian regime hold up a banner during a demonstration, at Dael village in Daraa province, south Syria. A suicide car bomb exploded Saturday in the southern Syrian city of Daraa, known as the birthplace of the country's uprising, killing two people, the state-run news agency said. The blast came as Syria continued to block a Red Cross convoy from delivering badly needed aid to a rebellious neighborhood in the central city of Homs. (AP Photo/Local Coordination Committees in Syria) In this Friday, March 2, 2012, citizen journalism image provided by the Local Coordination Committees in Syria and accessed on Saturday, March 3, 2012, anti-Syrian regime protesters hold up banners during a demonstration, in Idlib, Syria. (AP Photo/Local Coordination Committees in Syria) French journalist Edith Bouvier smiles as firefighters carry her into an ambulance after the plane carrying her and French photographer, William Daniels, landed at the Villacoublay military airport outside Paris, Friday, March 2nd, 2012. Two French journalists who were smuggled out of Syria have arrived in France. Edith Bouvier, who was injured, and William Daniels were caught up in a Syrian government siege of a rebel-held neighborhood in the city of Homs.(AP Photo/Zacharie Scheurer) Protesters stand among damaged portraits of Hafez Al-Assad, former president of Syria and the father of the actual president Bashar Al-Assad, during an anti government protest in a town in north Syria, Friday, March 2, 2012. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd) A woman holds a machine gun during an anti government slogans in a town in north Syria, Friday, March 2, 2012. Syria has faced mounting international criticism over its bloody crackdown on the uprising, which started with peaceful protests but has become increasingly militarized. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd) People attend an anti government protest in a town in north Syria, Friday, March 2, 2012. Syria has faced mounting international criticism over its bloody crackdown on the uprising, which started with peaceful protests but has become increasingly militarized. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd) Men hold revolutionary Syrian flags during an anti government protest in a town in north Syria, Friday, March 2, 2012. Syria has faced mounting international criticism over its bloody crackdown on the uprising, which started with peaceful protests but has become increasingly militarized. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd) A convoy of Lebanese Red Cross ambulances escorted by Lebanese police vehicles carry the two injured French journalists who were trapped at Baba Amr neighborhood in Homs province after they were wounded in a rocket attack during the Syrian troops' onslaught, to arrive at Beirut international airport, Lebanon, on Friday March 2, 2012. A French reporter wounded in a rocket attack last week in Syria that killed two other journalists is receiving treatment in Beirut hospital and is expected to fly home later Friday, a senior Lebanese security official said. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla) A man prepares shawarmas for customers on the outskirts of Idlib, north Syria, Thursday, March 1, 2012. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd) Teenagers Maher and Abdo pose for the picture in front of a graffiti that reads "Freedom" on the outskirts of Idlib, north Syria, Thursday, March 1, 2012. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd) A graffiti depicting a revolutionary flag and a slogan that reads "Go Out" is seen on the outskirts of Idlib, north Syria, Thursday, March 1, 2012. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd) Women walk pass a graffiti that reads "Freedom for Ever" on the outskirts of Idlib, north Syria, Thursday, March 1, 2012. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd) Muhammed Ibrahim, 18, a singer in the region of Hama, Syria, lies in the Kemal Ataturk University hospital in Antakya, Turkey, Thursday, March 1, 2012. Ibrahim says he was leading a crowd shoutring anti-Assad slogans when the protesters in the village of Kafr Nboda were struck by a shell fired by the Syrian army on Feb. 16, 2012.(AP Photo/Gaia Anderson) Free Syrian Army supporters gather for a protest under snowfall on the outskirts of Idlib , north Syria, Wednesday, Feb. 29, 2012. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd) Free Syrian Army supporters chant anti government slogans under snowfall on the outskirts of Idlib , north Syria, Wednesday, Feb. 29, 2012. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd) Free Syrian Army supporters chant anti government slogans under snowfall on the outskirts of Idlib , north Syria, Wednesday, Feb. 29, 2012. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd) Free Syrian Army supporters chant anti government slogans under snowfall on the outskirts of Idlib , north Syria, Wednesday, Feb. 29, 2012. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd) Villagers prepare the tomb for Ghassan Ali, 40, who was killed during clashes between the Free Syrian Army and the government forces in Sarmin, north of Syria, Tuesday, Feb. 28, 2012. According to the residents of the city at least fourteen people were killed yesterday during clashes between the Free Syrian Army and President Assad forces. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd) A Free Syrian Army soldier walks next to a burned tractor in Sarmin, north of Syria, Tuesday, Feb. 28, 2012. According to the residents of the city at least fourteen people were killed yesterday during clashes between the Free Syrian Army and President Assad's forces. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd) Villagers chant anti government slogans during the funeral of Ghassan Ali, 40, who was killed during clashes between the Free Syrian Army and the government forces in Sarmin, north Syria, Tuesday, Feb. 28, 2012. According to the residents of the city at least fourteen people were killed yesterday during clashes between the Free Syrian Army and President Assad's forces. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd) Syrian boys check out the damage after the clash between the Free Syrian Army and President Assad's forces in Sarmin, north of Syria, Tuesday, Feb. 28, 2012. According to residents of the city, at least fourteen people were killed yesterday during clashes between the Free Syrian Army and the government forces. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd) People walk through Hamidiya popular market in Damascus, Syria, on Tuesday Feb. 28, 2012. A capital that once prided itself as being one of the safest in the world is now a grim, tense place. Blast walls ring government buildings to protect from potential car bombs. Shops and restaurants close early. Residents struggle with spiraling prices and long electricity outages. (AP Photo/Bassem Tellawi) People carry the body of Mohammed al-Mnawi who was allegedly killed by the Syrian security forces on Saturday as they shout anti-government slogans during his funeral in Kfar Suseh area, Damascus, Syria, Tuesday, Feb. 28, 2012. (AP Photo) In this Monday, Feb. 27, 2012 citizen journalism image provided by the Local Coordination Committees in Syria and accessed on Tuesday, Feb. 28, 2012, anti-Syrian regime mourners carry a coffin of a protester who was killed by the Syrian security forces during a demonstration, in Maarat al-Noman, Idlib, Syria. (AP Photo/Local Coordination Committees in Syria) THE ASSOCIATED PRESS IS UNABLE TO INDEPENDENTLY VERIFY THE AUTHENTICITY, CONTENT, LOCATION OR DATE OF THIS HANDOUT PHOTO A Free Syrian Army fighter removes the mud from his shoes at the outskirts of Sarmin, north of Syria, Monday, Feb. 27, 2012. European Union foreign ministers said Monday they were increasingly appalled by the Syrian government's ruthless campaign of repression against civilians, and imposed new sanctions in hopes of pressuring the regime to change course(AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd) A Free Syrian Army fighter walks to meet his comrades as the Syrian Army advances towards the town of Sarmin, north Syria, Monday, Feb. 27, 2012. European Union foreign ministers said Monday they were increasingly appalled by the Syrian government's ruthless campaign of repression against civilians, and imposed new sanctions in hopes of pressuring the regime to change course. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd) A man loads his family's belongings to a truck as they flee their house due to Syrian Army bombardments in downtown Idlib, north of Syria, Monday, Feb. 27, 2012. European Union foreign ministers said Monday they were increasingly appalled by the Syrian government's ruthless campaign of repression against civilians, and imposed new sanctions in hopes of pressuring the regime to change course. AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd) Free Syrian Army fighters walk to meet their comrades as the Syrian Army advances towards the town of Sarmin, north of Syria, Monday, Feb. 27, 2012. European Union foreign ministers said Monday they were increasingly appalled by the Syrian government's ruthless campaign of repression against civilians, and imposed new sanctions in hopes of pressuring the regime to change course. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd) A woman holds her daughter on the balcony of her building damaged by Syrian Army bombings in central Idlib, north of Syria, Monday, Feb. 27, 2012. European Union foreign ministers said Monday they were increasingly appalled by the Syrian government's ruthless campaign of repression against civilians, and imposed new sanctions in hopes of pressuring the regime to change course. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd) A boy stands in from of a shop destroyed in Syrian Army shelling in the center of Idlib, north of Syria, Monday, Feb. 27, 2012. European Union foreign ministers said Monday they were increasingly appalled by the Syrian government's ruthless campaign of repression against civilians, and imposed new sanctions in hopes of pressuring the regime to change course. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd) A family evacuates their belongings as they flee their home because of the Syrian Army shelling in central Idlib, north Syria, Monday, Feb. 27, 2012. European Union foreign ministers said Monday they were increasingly appalled by the Syrian government's ruthless campaign of repression against civilians, and imposed new sanctions in hopes of pressuring the regime to change course. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd) A Free Syrian Army fighter takes a position as the Syrian Army advances towards the town of Sarmin, north of Syria, Monday, Feb. 27, 2012. European Union foreign ministers said Monday they were increasingly appalled by the Syrian government's ruthless campaign of repression against civilians, and imposed new sanctions in hopes of pressuring the regime to change course. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd) Free Syrian Army fighters take positions as the Syrian Army advances towards the town of Sarmin, north of Syria, Monday, Feb. 27, 2012. European Union foreign ministers said Monday they were increasingly appalled by the Syrian government's ruthless campaign of repression against civilians, and imposed new sanctions in hopes of pressuring the regime to change course. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd) Syrian security forces block a street during the funeral of Alaa Harbush, 12, who was allegedly killed on Sunday by Syrian security forces during a protest against Syrian President Bashar Assad in Kfar Suseh area, Damascus, Syria, Monday, Feb. 27, 2012. European foreign ministers increased the pressure Monday on Syria's regime to stop its crackdown on opponents, freezing the assets of several Syrian government officials and imposing sanctions on the country's central bank. (AP Photo) Syrians carry the body of Alaa Harbush, 12, who was allegedly killed on Sunday by the Syrian security forces during a protest against Syrian President Bashar Assad at his funeral in Kfar Suseh area, in Damascus, Syria, Monday, Feb. 27, 2012. European foreign ministers increased the pressure Monday on Syria's regime to stop its crackdown on opponents, freezing the assets of several Syrian government officials and imposing sanctions on the country's central bank. (AP Photo) Russian Prime Minister Vladimir Putin speaks during the meeting of military-technical cooperation in the Novo-Ogaryovo residence outside Moscow, Monday, Feb. 27, 2012. Putin warned against military intervention in Syria or an attack on Iran in scathing criticism of the West on Monday as he laid out his foreign policy priorities ahead of Russia's presidential vote. In Monday's article, Putin again criticized the U.S.-led plans for a NATO missile defense system in Europe, saying it's aimed against Russian nuclear forces. (AP Photo/RIA Novosti, Alexei Druzhinin, Government Press Service) Supporters of the Free Syrian Army have a meeting before attending a protest against Syrian President Bashar Al-Assad's regime in the outskirts of Idlib, northern Syria, Sunday Feb. 26, 2012. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd) A man burns a portrait of Syrian President Bashar Al-Assad, during a demonstration in the outskirts of Idlib, northern Syria, Sunday Feb. 26, 2012. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd) A woman stands next to a graffiti that reads "Freedom" during a demonstration against Syrian President Bashar Al-Assad's regime in the outskirts of Idlib, northern Syria, Sunday Feb. 26, 2012. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd) People burn portraits of Syrian President Bashar Al-Assad during a demonstration against his regime in the outskirts from Idlib, northern Syria, Sunday Feb. 26, 2012. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd) A man holds up a child during a demonstration against Syrian President Bashar Al-Assad's regime in the outskirts of Idlib, northern Syria, Sunday Feb. 26, 2012. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd) In this photo released by the Syrian official news agency SANA, Syrian President Bashar Assad casts his ballot next to his wife Asma at a polling station during a referendum on the new constitution, in Damascus, Syria, on Sunday Feb. 26, 2012. Syrians began voting on a new draft constitution aimed at quelling the country's uprising by ending the ruling Baath Party's five-decade domination of power, but the opposition announced a boycott and clashes were reported across the country. (AP Photo/SANA) A boy cuts wood in Kafar Taharim, north Syria, Saturday, Feb. 25, 2012. The town has been under the control of the Free Syrian Army for the past month, and people continue a normal life due to the lack of combat with government military forces. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd) Supporters of the Free Syrian Army ride a motorcycle with a rocket-propelled grenade in Kafar Taharim, Syria, Friday, Feb. 24., 2012. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd) A woman walks with children in Kafar Taharim, north Syria, Saturday, Feb. 25, 2012. The town of Kafar Taharim is under control of the Free Syrian Army for the past month, and people continue a normal life due to the lack of combat with government military forces. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd) A street vendor waits for customers in Kafar Taharim, north Syria, Friday, Feb. 24., 2012. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd) Khacem Abdel Luhab, officer of the Free Syrian Army smokes next to his machine gun before attending a demonstration against Syrian President Bashar Al-Assad's regime in Kafar Taharim, northern Syria, Friday, Feb. 24., 2012. In Tunis, the United States, Europe and Arab countries are set to back a proposal for Syria's president to step aside and allow in humanitarian assistance to end a brutal crackdown against opponents. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd) 6-months old Maher, laughs as the child is placed to pose with a machine gun placed by supporters of the Free Syrian Army, inside a house near Idlib, Syria, Thursday, Feb. 23., 2012. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd) In this Thursday Feb. 23, 2012 photo, Syrian rebels gather in front of the remains of a burnt military vehicle belonging to Syrian government forces destroyed by Syrian rebels during a clashes at Khaldiyeh neighborhood in Homs province, Syria. (AP Photo) In this Thursday Feb. 23, 2012 photo, Syrian rebels stand in front of the remains of a burnt military vehicle belonging to Syrian government forces destroyed by Syrian rebels during clashes at Khaldiyeh neighborhood in Homs province, Syria. (AP Photo) In this Tuesday, Feb. 21, 2012 citizen journalism image provided by the Local Coordination Committees in Syria and accessed on Wednesday, Feb. 22, 2012, houses are seen damaged by Syrian government forces shelling in Homs, Syria. (AP Photo/Local Coordination Committees in Syria) In this Wednesday Feb. 22, 2012 photo, a Syrian rebel aims his rifle inside a classroom at a school in Deir Baalbeh neighborhood in Homs province, Syria. (AP Photo) This combo shows a photo of American journalist Marie Colvin, left, and one of French photographer Remi Ochlik. The two journalists were killed Wednesday, Feb. 22, 2012 by Syrian government shelling of the opposition stronghold of Homs, France's government said. (AP Photo) A still image taken from Turkish news crew video filmed Wednesday Feb. 22, 2012, showing the location where two western journalists were killed in the immediate aftermath of shelling by Syrian government forces that allegedly killed two Western journalists in the besieged city of Homs, Syria. (AP Photo/A Haber) A still image taken from a Turkish news crew video filmed Wednesday Feb. 22, 2012, showing the Sunday Times business card of US war correspondent Marie Colvin being held and filmed by a Turkish film crew, during the immediate aftermath of shelling by Syrian government forces that allegedly killed two Western journalists in the besieged city of Homs, Syria. A French photojournalist and a prominent American war correspondent working for a British newspaper were killed Wednesday as Syrian forces intensely shelled the opposition stronghold of Homs. (AP Photo/A Haber) This image from amateur video made available by Shaam News Network purports to show Paul Conroy of the Sunday Times, left, and Edith Bouvier of Le Figaro in a makeshift clinic in Homs, Syria, Thursday, Feb. 22, 2012. An amateur video shows the two injured journalists in a makeshift clinic, lying on two separate beds. The French journalist, Bouvier had her left leg tied from the thigh down in a cast. A doctor in the video explains that she needs emergency medical care. Conroy appears in the video and the doctors say he has deep gashes in his left leg. (AP Photo/Shaam News Network via Associated Press Television News) In this Wednesday, Feb. 22, 2012 citizen journalism image provided by the Local Coordination Committees in Syria and accessed on Thursday, Feb. 23, 2012, Syrian student protesters chant slogans, during a demonstration against Syrian President Bashar Assad, at the Aleppo University's Square, in the northern city of Aleppo, Syria. President Bashar Assad's regime escalated attacks on rebel bases elsewhere, with helicopter gunships strafing areas in the northwest, activists said. (AP Photo/Local Coordination Committees in Syria) THE ASSOCIATED PRESS IS UNABLE TO INDEPENDENTLY VERIFY THE AUTHENTICITY, CONTENT, LOCATION OR DATE OF THIS HANDOUT PHOTO In this Wednesday, Feb. 22, 2012 citizen journalism image provided by the Local Coordination Committees in Syria and accessed on Thursday, Feb. 23, 2012, flames rise from a house from Syrian government shelling, at Baba Amr neighborhood in Homs province, Syria. A French photojournalist and a prominent American war correspondent working for a British newspaper were killed Wednesday as Syrian forces intensely shelled the opposition stronghold of Homs. (AP Photo/Local Coordination Committees in Syria) THE ASSOCIATED PRESS IS UNABLE TO INDEPENDENTLY VERIFY THE AUTHENTICITY, CONTENT, LOCATION OR DATE OF THIS HANDOUT PHOTO In this Tuesday, Feb. 21, 2012 photo, Syrian girls play on top of a destroyed Syrian riot police tank at Bayada neighborhood in Homs province, Syria. (AP Photo) In this Tuesday, Feb. 21, 2012 citizen journalism image provided by the Local Coordination Committees in Syria and accessed on Wednesday, Feb. 22, 2012, a destroyed Syrian military tank is seen in front of a Syrian rebels checkpoint in Homs, Syria. (AP Photo/Local Coordination Committees in Syria) In this Tuesday, Feb. 21, 2012 citizen journalism image provided by the Local Coordination Committees in Syria and accessed on Wednesday, Feb. 22, 2012, black smoke rises into the air from Syrian government shelling, at Baba Amr neighborhood in Homs province, Syria. (AP Photo/Local Coordination Committees in Syria) In this Monday, Feb. 20, 2012 citizen journalism image provided by the Local Coordination Committees in Syria and accessed on Tuesday, Feb. 21, 2012, a damaged home is seen from Syrian government forces shelling, at Baba Amr neighborhood in Homs province, Syria. (AP Photo/Local Coordination Committees in Syria) In this Monday, Feb. 20, 2012 citizen journalism image provided by the Local Coordination Committees in Syria and accessed on Tuesday, Feb. 21, 2012, a market is seen destroyed from Syrian government forces shelling, at Baba Amr neighborhood in Homs province, Syria. (AP Photo/Local Coordination Committees in Syria) In this Monday, Feb. 20, 2012 citizen journalism image provided by the Local Coordination Committees in Syria and accessed on Tuesday, Feb. 21, 2012, houses are seen destroyed from Syrian government forces shelling, at Baba Amr neighborhood in Homs province, Syria. (AP Photo/Local Coordination Committees in Syria) One of three Syrian injured men who were wounded by shelling at Baba Amr neighborhood in the Syrian province of Homs, lies on his hospital bed as he receives treatment, in the eastern town of Chtoura, in Bekaa valley, Lebanon, on Monday Feb. 20, 2012. Lebanese security officials said at least three wounded Syrians were brought for treatment in the eastern town of Chtoura. (AP Photo/Samer Husseini) This Saturday, Feb. 18, 2012 image taken from amateur video made available by the Shaam News Network Wednesday, Feb. 22, 2012, shows a man cradling his son, who was purportedly killed by Syrian government shelling in Homs Syria. (AP Photo/Shaam News Network) In this Wednesday, Feb. 15, 2012 file citizen journalism image provided by the Local Coordination Committees in Syria, anti-Syrian regime activist Khaled Abu-Salah stands in front of flames and black smoke from a bombed oil pipeline, in Baba Amr neighborhood in Homs province, central Syria. (AP Photo/Local Coordination Committees in Syria, File) In this Wednesday, Feb. 15, 2012 citizen journalism image provided by the Local Coordination Committees in Syria and accessed on Thursday, Feb. 16, 2012, flames leap the air from a car and building bombed by the Syrian government forces shelling, in Baba Amr neighborhood in Homs province, central Syria. As Syrian forces have stepped up their assault on rebellious cities, President Bashar Assad ordered a referendum on a new constitution that would create a multiparty system in a country that has been ruled by his autocratic family dynasty for 40 years. (AP Photo/Local Coordination Committees in Syria) THE ASSOCIATED PRESS IS UNABLE TO INDEPENDENTLY VERIFY THE AUTHENTICITY, CONTENT, LOCATION OR DATE OF THIS HANDOUT PHOTO In this Feb. 18, 2012 citizen journalism image provided by the Local Coordination Committees in Syria and accessed on Sunday, Feb. 19, 2012, anti-Syrian regime mourners carry the coffins of three protesters according to Syrian activists that were killed by the Syrian security forces during a demonstration, at Mazzeh district in Damascus, Syria. Syrian security forces fired live rounds and tear gas Saturday at thousands of people marching in a funeral procession that turned into one of the largest protests in Damascus since the 11-month uprising against President Bashar Assad began. (AP Photo/Local Coordination Committees in Syria) In this Feb. 18, 2012 citizen journalism image provided by the Local Coordination Committees in Syria and accessed on Sunday, Feb. 19, 2012, the dead body of anti-Syrian regime protester is seen wrapped by the Syrian revolution flag and according to Syrian activists that was killed by the Syrian security forces during a demonstration, at Mazzeh district in Damascus, Syria. (AP Photo/Local Coordination Committees in Syria) In this citizen journalism image provide by the Local Coordination Committees in Syria, anti-Syrian regime protesters, hold an Arabic banner reads:"Homs is the city of the orphan Syrian revolution," as they march during a demonstration against Syrian President Bashar Assad, at Dael village in Daraa province, south Syria, on Friday Feb. 17, 2012. (AP Photo/Local Coordination Committees in Syria) This Thursday, Feb. 16, 2012 image from amateur video made available by Shaam News Network, purports to show a Syrian military tank in Daraa, Syria. Syrian troops intensively shelled rebel-held neighborhoods in the restive central city of Homs, on Friday and killed at least five people, activists said. Britain and France urged the opposition to unite and said it needs more international support to resist the deadly government crackdown. (AP Photo/Shaam News Network via APTN) In this citizen journalism image provide by the Local Coordination Committees in Syria, anti-Syrian regime protesters, hold banners and shout slogans during a demonstration against Syrian President Bashar Assad, at Binsh village in Idlib province, north Syria, on Friday Feb. 17, 2012. The Arabic banners from right to left read:"God is great, No God only God and Mohammed is prophet of the God, The popular resistance, Free people of Binsh". (AP Photo/Local Coordination Committees in Syria) Two of three Syrian injured men who were wounded from the shelling at Baba Amr neighborhood in the Syrian province of Homs, on their hospital beds as they receive treatment, in the eastern town of Chtoura, in Bekaa valley, Lebanon, on Monday Feb. 20, 2012. Lebanese security officials said at least three wounded Syrians were brought for treatment in the eastern town of Chtoura. The officials, who spoke on condition of anonymity in line with regulations, said the wounded came from the Baba Amr attacks. (AP Photo/Samer Husseini) This image from amateur video made available by Shaam News Network on Thursday, Feb. 9, 2012, purports to show smoke filling the air near a mosque in Homs, Syria. (AP Photo/Shaam News Network via APTN) THE ASSOCIATED PRESS CANNOT INDEPENDENTLY VERIFY THE CONTENT, DATE, LOCATION OR AUTHENTICITY OF THIS MATERIAL. TV OUT This image from amateur video made available by Shaam News Network on Thursday, Feb. 9, 2012, purports to show Syrians chanting slogans during a demonstration in Homs, Syria. (AP Photo/Shaam News Network via APTN) THE ASSOCIATED PRESS CANNOT INDEPENDENTLY VERIFY THE CONTENT, DATE, LOCATION OR AUTHENTICITY OF THIS MATERIAL. TV OUT This image from amateur video made available by Shaam News Network on Thursday, Feb. 9, 2012, purports to show a Syrian military tank in Homs, Syria. (AP Photo/Shaam News Network via APTN) THE ASSOCIATED PRESS CANNOT INDEPENDENTLY VERIFY THE CONTENT, DATE, LOCATION OR AUTHENTICITY OF THIS MATERIAL. TV OUT This image from amateur video made available by Shaam News Network on Thursday, Feb. 9, 2012, purports to show a Syrians running in Homs, Syria. (AP Photo/Shaam News Network via APTN) THE ASSOCIATED PRESS CANNOT INDEPENDENTLY VERIFY THE CONTENT, DATE, LOCATION OR AUTHENTICITY OF THIS MATERIAL. TV OUT In this citizen journalism image provide by the Local Coordination Committees in Syria, a damaged house from the Syrian government forces shelling at Baba Amr neighborhood in Homs province, Syria, Wednesday Feb. 8, 2012. (AP Photo/Local Coordination Committees in Syria) THE ASSOCIATED PRESS IS UNABLE TO INDEPENDENTLY VERIFY THE AUTHENTICITY, CONTENT, LOCATION OR DATE OF THIS HANDOUT PHOTO In this citizen journalism image provided by the Local Coordination Committees in Syria, a damaged house from the Syrian government forces shelling at Baba Amr neighborhood in Homs province, Syria, Wednesday Feb. 8, 2012. (AP Photo/Local Coordination Committees in Syria) THE ASSOCIATED PRESS IS UNABLE TO INDEPENDENTLY VERIFY THE AUTHENTICITY, CONTENT, LOCATION OR DATE OF THIS HANDOUT PHOTO In this citizen journalism image provided by the Local Coordination Committees in Syria, wreckage is seen inside a damaged room from the Syrian government forces shelling at Baba Amr neighborhood in Homs province, Syria, Wednesday, Feb. 8, 2012. (AP Photo/Local Coordination Committees in Syria) THE ASSOCIATED PRESS IS UNABLE TO INDEPENDENTLY VERIFY THE AUTHENTICITY, CONTENT, LOCATION OR DATE OF THIS HANDOUT PHOTO This satellite image provided by DigitalGlobe, taken Feb. 5, 2012, shows smoke rising from some buildings at the center of the city of Homs, Syria. In Homs, the Britain-based Syrian Observatory for Human Rights said at least 53 people were killed in the shelling Wednesday Feb. 8, 2012 of the neighborhoods of Bayadah, Baba Amr, Khaldiyeh and Karm el-Zeytoun. (AP Photo/DigitalGlobe) MANDATORY CREDIT; www.digitalglobe.com This image taken from video filmed by an independent cameraman and made available Tuesday Feb. 7, 2012 shows a dead man carried outside in a funeral procession in Homs, Syria. (AP Photo/APTN) This image taken from video filmed Tuesday Feb. 7, 2012 by an independent cameraman shows women and children huddled together in a basement in a building in Homs, Syria. (AP Photo/APTN) In this undated citizen journalism image provided by the Local Coordination Committees in Syria and accessed on Wednesday, Feb. 8, 2012, a man weeps as he sits next to a man who was purportedly killed in shelling by Syrian government forces, Homs, Syria. (AP Photo/Local Coordination Committees in Syria) THE ASSOCIATED PRESS IS UNABLE TO INDEPENDENTLY VERIFY THE AUTHENTICITY, CONTENT, LOCATION OR DATE OF THIS HANDOUT PHOTO This image from amateur video made available by Shaam News Network on Monday, Feb. 6, 2012, purports to show a doctor treating a wounded man inside a hospital in Homs, Syria. (AP Photo/Shaam News Network via APTN) THE ASSOCIATED PRESS CANNOT INDEPENDENTLY VERIFY THE CONTENT, DATE, LOCATION OR AUTHENTICITY OF THIS MATERIAL. TV OUT This image from amateur video made available by Shaam News Network on Monday, Feb. 6, 2012, purports to show a severely wounded man inside a hospital in Homs, Syria. (AP Photo/Shaam News Network via APTN) THE ASSOCIATED PRESS CANNOT INDEPENDENTLY VERIFY THE CONTENT, DATE, LOCATION OR AUTHENTICITY OF THIS MATERIAL. TV OUT This image taken from video filmed over the past several days by an independent cameraman and made available Tuesday Feb. 7, 2012 shows a grieving relative kissing a dead man on the back of a truck in Homs, Syria. (AP Photo/APTN) This image taken from video filmed over the past several days by an independent cameraman and made available Tuesday Feb. 7, 2012 shows an injured man leaving hospital being helped by friends on the street in the Bab Amr neighbourhood of Homs, Syria. (AP Photo/APTN) This image taken from video filmed over the past several days by an independent cameraman and made available Tuesday Feb. 7, 2012 shows bodies wrapped in white sheets loaded on the pickup truck outside hospital in the Bab Amr neighbourhood of Homs, Syria. (AP Photo/APTN) This image taken from video filmed over the past several days by an independent cameraman and made available Tuesday Feb. 7, 2012 shows medical staff trying to help injured a hospital in the Bab Amr neighbourhood of Homs, Syria. (AP Photo/APTN) This image taken from video filmed over the past several days by an independent cameraman and made available Tuesday Feb. 7, 2012 shows an injured man being carried on a stretcher and another man on the floor in the corridor of a hospital in the Bab Amr neighbourhood of Homs, Syria. (AP Photo/APTN) This image taken from video filmed over the past several days by an independent cameraman and made available Tuesday Feb. 7, 2012 shows men standing by a hole in the wall, one of them aiming a gun through the opening in Homs, Syria. (AP Photo/APTN) This image taken from video filmed over the past several days by an independent cameraman and made available Tuesday Feb. 7, 2012 another member of the group that calls itself Free Syrian Army, aiming his gun in a building in Homs, Syria. (AP Photo/APTN) This image taken from video filmed over the past several days by an independent cameraman and made available Tuesday Feb. 7, 2012 a member of the group that calls itself Free Syrian Army firing a gun in Homs, Syria. (AP Photo/APTN) Waiters stand in an empty cafe at a popular market in Damascus, Syria, on Tuesday Feb. 28, 2012. A capital that once prided itself as being one of the safest in the world is now a grim, tense place. Blast walls ring government buildings to protect from potential car bombs. Shops and restaurants close early. Residents struggle with spiraling prices and long electricity outages. (AP Photo/Bassem Tellawi) Mohammed Said Najaf, 90, mourns his nephew Ghassan Ali, 40, who was killed during clashes between the Free Syrian Army and the government forces in Sarmin, north of Syria, Tuesday, Feb. 28, 2012. According to the residents of the city, at least fourteen people were killed yesterday during clashes between the Free Syrian Army and President Assad's forces. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd) Villagers chant anti government slogans during a demonstration organized after a man killed during clashes between the Free Syrian Army and President Assad's forces in Sarmin, north of Syria, Tuesday, Feb. 28, 2012. According to residents of the city at least fourteen people were killed yesterday during clashes between the Free Syrian Army and the government forces. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)  Share  Tweet  ✖ Advertisement Share this ✖ close Current Slide More: Syria Crackdown Video Syria United States Syria Military Intervention Syria Military Action Syria Violence Leon Panetta Syria u.s. AP Syria Suggest a correction Around the Web BBC News - Syria crisis: Obama rejects US military intervention Obama vetoed military intervention in Syria? — RT Military options in Syria 'challenging': US general Romney Breaks With McCain on Syria Let's go slow in our approach to Syria Panetta: Unilateral action on Syria 'doesn't make sense' Syria Armed Opposition an Irritation Not a Threat, Says IISS Clinton, Panetta dismiss GOP criticism of Obama administration record on Israel Suggested For You FOLLOW HUFFPOST Email Email Address Options The Morning Email WorldPost Get top stories and blog posts emailed to me each day.. Facebook HuffPost WorldPost Twitter HuffPost Follow WorldPost Follow Google Plus HuffPost WorldPost RSS Most Popular on HuffPost Latest News WorldPost All RSS / Feeds Phone Available on the App Store Android App on Google Play Get it at Blackberry App World Pharrell’s New Music Video Features Fall Foliage, Aerial Acrobatics and Giant Daft Punk Helmets Capitals Forward Alexander Ovechkin Goes on Sushi Date with 10-Year-Old Fan 5-Year-Old Becomes the NBA’s Most Adorable New Player for a Day Time - Politics Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search Advertise Log In Make HuffPost your Home Page RSS Careers FAQ User Agreement Privacy Comment Policy About Us About Our Ads Contact Us Copyright ©2014 TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. "The Huffington Post" is a registered trademark of TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. All rights reserved. Part of HPMG News Use this form to alert a HuffPost editor about a factual or typographical error in this story. Notify message * Required * * * What kind of error is this? Choose an option Factual or typographical Comment moderation problem Rights and permissions Other * What is the correction? 0 count Describe the error here (1,000 character limit) * Type the words below so we know you are not a cyborg Sign me up for The Morning Email Thank you!)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/11/attacks-on-public-education-are.html?showComment=1351951070068,Staffroom Confidential: Attacks on public education are working...where is the NDP? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Thursday, November 1, 2012 Attacks on public education are working...where is the NDP? The news this week that BC parents are increasingly turning to private schools was not surprising. For two decades, teachers and trustees have been raising the alarm over the impact of funding cuts to our public schools. Parents notice too, and if they can afford it, they go elsewhere. One of the biggest differences in private and public schools is class size. Whereas most private schools have classes in the 10 - 15 range for primary and the 15-20 range for secondary, BC public schools now have no class size limits whatsoever above grade 3 and class sizes are often 20 - 24 in primary and 28 - 30 and even larger in secondary. This week a group of students put a video online lamenting their class of 50 and how the only way to reach their teacher was via Facebook (http://youtu.be/k0JBv9n5Wyc). It is one of the single biggest differentiating factors between the two systems, and almost always a selling point for private schools. The BC Liberals began the steady  increase in public school class sizes in 2002 when they unilaterally eliminated class size limits from teacher contracts. For a decade since, teachers have been out protesting and striking to try and regain those limits. Sadly, it now appears that the NDP has no intention to reverse this trend if elected. In an interview with the Globe & Mail, Dix said he is concerned about class composition (the number of students with special needs in a class), but not class size. (http://m.theglobeandmail.com/news/british-columbia/dix-firm-on-where-education-dollars-should-flow/article4617274/?service=mobile). When I raised this point at a recent Victoria Labour Council meeting with MLA Maureen Karagianis, she replied that we shouldn't listen to the right wing media, they get it wrong. Not a very convincing argument without a public statement from Dix. Evidently he has no issue with the Globe's reporting or we would have heard otherwise. A few short days later, Dix chose to weigh in on private school funding. Currently private schools receive 50% of public school funding amounts per child. Evidently an NDP government would make no change to this (http://www.vancouversun.com/news/metro/backs+public+funding+independent+schools/7472681/story.html). So is it any wonder that private schools have waitlists? Public schools are underfunded, with large and unmanageable class sizes, and neither party wants to do anything about it. Some of my friends in the NDP say it is ok, the NDP is just being quiet before the election so they can win and we can't expect much anyway. I find this hard to swallow. First, parties win on a mandate, and if you don't state what your values are and what you want to achieve before the election, it becomes impossible to make change by stealth afterwards. (remember the HST). Second, I think the NDP is completely missing the boat on this one. Even the BC School Trustees Association, hardly a radical left wing group, says public funding should go to public schools, not private schools. I believe there is plenty of public support to redirect funding to the public system and to substantially increase funding to schools. After all, even the Fraser Institute acknowledges that 9 in 10 students are still attending public schools. So for that 90% of parental voters, it is just plain old self interest to want all of that public funding going into public schools. But even for those without students currently in the school system, the rise of inequality and the loss of a middle income standard of living is intimately linked to the ability to rely on a strong social safety net. As Justin Trudeau pointed out this week in the Toronto Star (http://www.thestar.com/opinion/editorialopinion/article/1280029--canadian-middle-class-left-out-of-the-growth-equation), key to combating inequality is the "need for a stable social safety net, essential to the middle class’s standard of living and economic security".Free, quality public education is a critical component of that safety net. Funding private schools with public money and refusing to address class sizes in the public system will lead to a further decline in our public system and drive more parents (who can afford it) into the private one. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 12:04 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 7 comments: janfromthebruceNovember 1, 2012 at 5:18 PM I think that no NDP govt should be providing public funds to private schools - that's why they are private! Personally, by providing this money gives a leg up to "private school" to do better than public school. Let's hope that when the NDP wins, it does a "education funding review".ReplyDelete AnonymousNovember 1, 2012 at 10:04 PM Why vote for the NDP? They're not going to change much of anything so what will the difference be? I've always supported the NDP but won't now. Unfortunately there are no options so we'll be stuck with one of them and continue to watch the demise of our province. ReplyDelete K. WalkerNovember 2, 2012 at 6:02 PM Anyone who thinks teachers would be better off under the Liberals, after ten years of watching these scoundrels tear up collective bargaining and impose draconian legislation, is delusional, quite frankly. The NDP debated vociferously against Bill 22. I admit that they have been silent lately on educational issues and I would rather they spoke more specifically about what they will do, but honestly: Christy Clark or Adrian Dix? Whaddya think?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeNovember 2, 2012 at 7:20 PM I don't think any party could be worse than the Bc liberals, but that doesn't mean the ndp can or should support private school funding and ignore class size. I expect a social democratic party to take positions in line with the support and protection of public services, including public education.Delete Reply jimNovember 3, 2012 at 6:57 AM I would like to see the Abbotsford School District try to handle `the immediate influx of 3,000 students if the provincial government removed funding from independent schools. Methinks that it may stretch their budget in capital costs for one.ReplyDelete Eric SlaydenFebruary 8, 2013 at 2:01 PM It seems this NDP just made a worse mistake than our government as far as the education sector is concerned. Putting public funds on private schools? Now that's a not-so-smart move right there.ReplyDelete Joseph PittockMarch 20, 2013 at 1:28 PM This is probably a problem that all nations share. I just can't figure it out why other projects are allotted with the right amount of budget but when it comes to education it is always lacking. It's easy to forecast the number of incoming students but I don't see why the funds are always insufficient.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ▼  November (6) Technology in school? How much is too much Corporate advertising in public schools Thoughts on parent advocacy and the Moore decision... Technology in a 21st Century Learning Inc world The slow death of special education Attacks on public education are working...where is... ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11858,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2000 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 13, Number 1, September 2000 East meets West through the Ed May Fund by David Hooper “The premier is coming!” the principal exclaimed. That was the first inkling that the cultural week we were organizing to highlight the two largest “visible minorities” in the Alberni Valley would have a certain cachet. Organizing a project under the auspices of the Ed May Social Responsibility Fund of the BCTF can produce unexpected surprises, and the arrival of Premier Dosanjh for lunch was one of them. In 1999, with assistance from the Ed May Fund, we held a Nuu-chah-nulth (West Coast First Nation) cultural week. That was the first time at our school for the local First Nations culture to be officially featured, and we were happy with the result and level of participation by staff and students. That encouraged us to be more ambitious, so we planned to do another cultural week for 2000, but to include the two cultural groups historically labelled as Indian. An elder proposed the theme East Meets West. Our goal was to give teachers and students the opportunity to access activities and presentations about the two cultural groups, to bring members of the two communities into the school, and to bring students into activities in the two communities outside the school. We did not want just to provide colourful entertainments, with the students as passive consumers. We distributed to the school staff a shopping list of possible activities and presentations. Fourteen teachers expressed an interest. My colleague, April Titian (home-school co-ordinator for the Nuu-Chah-nulth Tribal Council) organized the First Nations program, while I made contacts in the Indo-Canadian community, whose leaders were more than willing to participate. With the decline of the forest industry in the Alberni Valley, many young people have to leave to find work. This means that we were having difficulty finding presenters comfortable in English (young second-generation Indo-Canadians have left town, like the others). When I mentioned this to a former student, one of the few who have returned, he suggested, “Why don’t you invite the premier?” So we did! Students were presenters and participants. Six Indo-Canadian girls did a presentation on Punjabi dance, participated in a presentation of traditional/ modern marriage in both cultures, and performed at the gala luncheon. A university student home for the summer made two presentations. The program began on May 23, with presentations on 100 years of Indo-Canadian history, by Palo Sall, and on Nuu-chah-nulth clothing and design, by Julia Lucas. Thirty more presentations followed that week, including activities as diverse as a panel presentation on marriage customs, storytelling, visits to the Sikh Temple, and discussion of treaty negotiations and residential schools. The week wrapped up with one class learning to make Samosas and a design class learning about carving masks. A grand luncheon was held Friday for all of the presenters who had come to share their knowledge with us. Students who had helped also came, along with invited guests. The food was provided by the two communities, so there was an abundance of seafood, bannock, samosas, and pakoras, to mention a few. Reg Sam and Lisa Dick, both students, welcomed the guests and emceed the program. The program included dancing from both traditions, the presentation of commemorative t-shirts, a short speech by the premier on multiculturalism, and the acknowledgement of the support of various organizations that had made the event possible, including the BCTF. If you organize a project through the Ed May Fund, you never know who’s coming to lunch. David Hooper is a teacher in the Alberni School District. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/contacts.cfm?page=pdchairs&sort=1&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true,BCTF Contacts Home E-mail Lists Links A to Z Index Contact Us Help SITE SEARCH Quick Links BCTF formsBCTF NewsFrançaisLabour linksPensionsTeacher NewsmagazineTeaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Contact Us > PD chairpersons BCTF Professional Development Chairpersons Sorted by local name. Click here for sort by local number. Local Chair School Phone School Fax E-mail Abbotsford District Teachers' Association (34) Brenda Head    604-850-7692  pd34@bctf.ca Alberni District Teachers' Union (701) Stephanie Hopkins  250-723-7522  250-723-7557  pd701@bctf.ca Arrow Lakes Teachers' Association (10) Paula Rogers  250-358-7222  250-358-2533  pd10@bctf.ca Boundary District Teachers' Association (51) Catherine Pankoff  250-442-8275  250-442-5388  pd51@bctf.ca Linda Rawlings-Dolezsar  250-442-5313  250-442-5317  pd51@bctf.ca Bulkley Valley Teachers' Union (54) Kristina Willing  250-847-2231  250-847-2165  pd54@bctf.ca Mary Neto  250-847-2231  250-847-2165  pd54@bctf.ca Burnaby Teachers' Association (41) Alexandra Peters  604-664-7056  604-664-8734  pd41@bctf.ca Barbara Henderson  604-664-8727  604-664-8818  pd41@bctf.ca Patricia Dolton      pd41@bctf.ca Burns Lake District Teachers' Union (55) Lisa Mason  250-698-7301  250-698-7349  pd55@bctf.ca Campbell River District Teachers' Association (72) Adria Anne Gleeson  250-286-0511  250-286-0938  pd72@bctf.ca Cariboo-Chilcotin Teachers' Association (27) Shirley Giroux  250-398-5800  250-398-5206  pd27@bctf.ca Central Coast Teachers' Association (49) Coleen Fraser  250-799-5556  250-799-5757  pd49@bctf.ca Stephen Dishkin  250-982-2355  250-982-2720  pd49@bctf.ca Central Okanagan Teachers' Association (23) Joe Jamison  250-868-1135  250-870-5020  pd23@bctf.ca Chetwynd Teachers' Association (592) Gysbert Ruiter  250-788-2267  250-788-9729  pd592@bctf.ca Chilliwack Teachers' Association (33) Angela Woods  604-823-4408  604-823-2243  pd33@bctf.ca Comox District Teachers' Association (71) Lisa Pedersen-Skene    250-897-0487  pd71@bctf.ca Coquitlam Teachers' Association (43) Michael Galliford  604-464-8581  604-937-8045  pd43@bctf.ca Cowichan District Teachers' Association (65) Naomi Nilsson  250-748-2251  250-746-7849  pd65@bctf.ca Sabina Reska  250-743-6916  250-743-6915  pd65@bctf.ca Cranbrook District Teachers' Association (2) Carol Johns  250-489-4391  250-489-0600  pd02@bctf.ca Colette Grasdal  250-426-5241  250-426-6673  pd02@bctf.ca Creston Valley Teachers' Association (861) Melissa Feragotti  250-428-2051  250-428-2019  pd861@bctf.ca Delta Teachers' Association (37) Fiona Higgs    604-599-1786  pd37@bctf.ca Fernie District Teachers' Association (1) Linda Christenson  250-425-6666  250-425-6661  pd01@bctf.ca Sarah Larsen      pd01@bctf.ca Fort Nelson District Teachers' Association (81) Shirley Kenney  250-774-6941  250-774-6988  pd81@bctf.ca Fraser-Cascade Teachers' Association (78) Kathleen Koopman      pd78@bctf.ca Gold Trail Teachers' Association (74) Elizabeth Griggs  250-256-4274  250-256-4275  pd74@bctf.ca Golden Teachers' Association (18) Margaret Calladine  250-344-6317    pd18@bctf.ca Greater Victoria Teachers' Association (61) Lucinda Graf  250-727-0188  250-727-2079  pd61@bctf.ca Gulf Islands Teachers' Association (64) James Lightfoot  250-653-9223  250-653-2090  pd64@bctf.ca Haida Gwaii Teachers' Association (50) Autum Gates    250-626-3214  pd50@bctf.ca Monika Hausmann    250-626-3214  pd50@bctf.ca Kamloops Thompson Teachers' Association (73) David Comrie    250-377-2257  pd73@bctf.ca Kimberley Teachers' Association (3) Bethany Turcon      pd03@bctf.ca Craig Hillman  250-427-4827  250-427-7106  pd03@bctf.ca Kitimat District Teachers' Association (80) Katherine Johnsen  250-632-6174  888-539-4732  pd80@bctf.ca Michele Sutherland  250-632-2912  888-574-1126  pd80@bctf.ca Kootenay Columbia Teachers' Union (20) John Horcoff      pd20@bctf.ca Kootenay Lake Teachers' Association (862) Dennis Larcombe  250-229-4224  250-353-7434  pd862@bctf.ca Lake Cowichan Teachers' Association (66) Christine Rolls  250-748-0011  250-749-4030  pd66@bctf.ca Langley Teachers' Association (35) Sandy Ho  604-888-3033  604-888-2873  pd35@bctf.ca Mackenzie Teachers' Association (572) Amber Raycraft  250-963-7060  250-963-7381  pd572@bctf.ca Christa Barnes  250-997-6340  250-997-5075  pd572@bctf.ca Karen Chadha  250-997-6340  250-997-5075  pd572@bctf.ca Maple Ridge Teachers' Association (42) Suzanne Hall  604-463-6414  604-466-6265  pd42@bctf.ca McBride-Valemount Teachers' Association (573) Brian Hanson    250-566-4551  pd573@bctf.ca Jennifer L'Arrivee  250-569-2295  250-569-2620  pd573@bctf.ca Julia Howard  250-569-2295  250-569-2620  pd573@bctf.ca Mission Teachers' Union (75) Anna Heavenor  604-820-4587  604-820-9505  pd75@bctf.ca Mount Arrowsmith Teachers' Association (69) Denise Spencer-Dahl  250-248-3296  250-954-1734  pd69@bctf.ca Lesley Rowan  250-752-5651  250-752-8604  pd69@bctf.ca Nanaimo District Teachers' Association (68) Colleen Skipper  250-758-6892  250-758-2373  pd68@bctf.ca Michael Silverton    250-751-8840  pd68@bctf.ca Nechako Teachers' Union (56) Cindy Miller  250-996-7126  250-996-7708  pd56@bctf.ca Shawn Lank  250-699-6233  250-699-7753  pd56@bctf.ca Nelson District Teachers' Association (7) Monica Doyle  250-352-3186  250-352-3183  pd07@bctf.ca Tamara Martin  250-352-5538  250-352-3119  pd07@bctf.ca New Westminster Teachers' Union (40) Romeo Lavrencic  604-517-6316  604-517-6204  pd40@bctf.ca Sandra Lee  604-517-6090  604-517-6091  pd40@bctf.ca Nisga'a Teachers' Union (92) Charity Peal  250-633-2225  250-633-2669  pd92@bctf.ca Samantha Lambright  250-326-4206  250-633-2916  pd92@bctf.ca Sara Beardsell  250-633-2225  250-633-2669  pd92@bctf.ca North Okanagan-Shuswap Teachers' Association (83) Kyla Hadden  250-836-2831  250-836-2664  pd83@bctf.ca North Vancouver Teachers' Association (44) Maria Aiello  604-903-3750  604-903-3751  pd44@bctf.ca Okanagan Skaha Teachers' Union (67) Angela Seppola  250-770-7683  250-492-5981  pd67@bctf.ca Peace River North Teachers' Association (60) Jessica Dmytruk  250-793-9125  250-630-2323  pd60@bctf.ca Peace River South Teachers' Association (591) Angela Connelly    250-782-9604  pd591@bctf.ca Powell River District Teachers' Association (47) Wendy Adams  604-485-5660    pd47@bctf.ca Prince George District Teachers' Association (571) Glen Thielmann  250-562-9525  250-564-4875  pd571@bctf.ca Prince Rupert District Teachers' Union (52) Colleen Pudsey    250-627-1348  pd52@bctf.ca Marla Gamble    250-627-1348  pd52@bctf.ca Raegan Sawka  250-627-1536  250-627-1443  pd52@bctf.ca Princeton District Teachers' Union (17) Gordon Bibby  250-295-3218  250-295-7914  pd17@bctf.ca Mary Bell  250-295-3218  250-295-7914  pd17@bctf.ca Quesnel District Teachers' Association (28) Carlie Borrett  250-991-5566  250-991-5565  pd28@bctf.ca Revelstoke Teachers' Association (19) Stacey Grimm  250-837-2173  250-837-7164  pd19@bctf.ca Richmond Teachers' Association (38) Christian Matheson  604-668-6665  604-668-6569  pd38@bctf.ca Saanich Teachers' Association (63) Holly Mair  250-704-4972  250-479-9870  pd63@bctf.ca Sarah Windle  250-652-9261  250-652-2094  pd63@bctf.ca Sea to Sky Teachers' Association (48) April Lowe  604-898-3688  604-898-4706  pd48@bctf.ca SEPF (93) Alain Paquin  604-437-4849  604-437-9630  pd93@bctf.ca Linda Theriault  250-220-6010  250-220-6014  pd93@bctf.ca Monica Monus    604-214-9881  pd93@bctf.ca Sooke Teachers' Association (62) Brian Hotovy  250-474-1291  250-478-0738  pd62@bctf.ca Kristine Kosolofski  250-478-3232  250-391-9624  pd62@bctf.ca South Okanagan Similkameen Teachers' Union (53) Nicola MacNaughton  250-498-3468  250-498-0339  pd53@bctf.ca Stikine Teachers' Association (87) Alithia Gillies    250-771-4343  pd87@bctf.ca Andre Lagace    250-771-4343  pd87@bctf.ca Sunshine Coast Teachers' Association (46) Patrick McCallum  604-885-3216  604-885-7991  pd46@bctf.ca Surrey Teachers' Association (36) Anne McNamee      pd36@bctf.ca Stephen Anderson      pd36@bctf.ca Terrace District Teachers' Union (881) Karen Andrews  250-635-3115  888-456-3464  pd881@bctf.ca Upper Skeena Teachers (882) Jan Thorburn  250-842-5214  888-503-6959  pd882@bctf.ca Shirley Hobenshield  250-849-5484  888-594-2271  pd882@bctf.ca Vancouver Elementary School Teachers' Association (391) Allison Jambor      pd391@bctf.ca Patricia Gudlaugson      pd391@bctf.ca Vancouver Island North Teachers' Association (85) Sarah Soltau-Heller  250-949-6418  250-949-6485  pd85@bctf.ca Vancouver Island West Teachers' Union (84) Adam Barber    250-761-4234  pd84@bctf.ca Glyn Howell    250-934-6578  pd84@bctf.ca Vancouver Secondary Teachers' Association (392) Mary Filleul    604-713-5076  pd392@bctf.ca Vernon Teachers' Association (22) Robyn Ladner    250-545-7680  pd22@bctf.ca West Vancouver Teachers' Association (45) Rosemary Murray  604-981-1200  604-981-1201  pd45@bctf.ca Shannon Gray  604-981-1130  604-981-1131  pd45@bctf.ca Windermere Teachers' Association (4) Robyn Oliver  250-342-9213  250-342-4499  pd04@bctf.ca About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy Close Window Print Page   BCTF Professional Development Chairpersons Sorted by local name. Click here for sort by local number. Local Chair School Phone School Fax E-mail Abbotsford District Teachers' Association (34) Brenda Head    604-850-7692  pd34@bctf.ca Alberni District Teachers' Union (701) Stephanie Hopkins  250-723-7522  250-723-7557  pd701@bctf.ca Arrow Lakes Teachers' Association (10) Paula Rogers  250-358-7222  250-358-2533  pd10@bctf.ca Boundary District Teachers' Association (51) Catherine Pankoff  250-442-8275  250-442-5388  pd51@bctf.ca Linda Rawlings-Dolezsar  250-442-5313  250-442-5317  pd51@bctf.ca Bulkley Valley Teachers' Union (54) Kristina Willing  250-847-2231  250-847-2165  pd54@bctf.ca Mary Neto  250-847-2231  250-847-2165  pd54@bctf.ca Burnaby Teachers' Association (41) Alexandra Peters  604-664-7056  604-664-8734  pd41@bctf.ca Barbara Henderson  604-664-8727  604-664-8818  pd41@bctf.ca Patricia Dolton      pd41@bctf.ca Burns Lake District Teachers' Union (55) Lisa Mason  250-698-7301  250-698-7349  pd55@bctf.ca Campbell River District Teachers' Association (72) Adria Anne Gleeson  250-286-0511  250-286-0938  pd72@bctf.ca Cariboo-Chilcotin Teachers' Association (27) Shirley Giroux  250-398-5800  250-398-5206  pd27@bctf.ca Central Coast Teachers' Association (49) Coleen Fraser  250-799-5556  250-799-5757  pd49@bctf.ca Stephen Dishkin  250-982-2355  250-982-2720  pd49@bctf.ca Central Okanagan Teachers' Association (23) Joe Jamison  250-868-1135  250-870-5020  pd23@bctf.ca Chetwynd Teachers' Association (592) Gysbert Ruiter  250-788-2267  250-788-9729  pd592@bctf.ca Chilliwack Teachers' Association (33) Angela Woods  604-823-4408  604-823-2243  pd33@bctf.ca Comox District Teachers' Association (71) Lisa Pedersen-Skene    250-897-0487  pd71@bctf.ca Coquitlam Teachers' Association (43) Michael Galliford  604-464-8581  604-937-8045  pd43@bctf.ca Cowichan District Teachers' Association (65) Naomi Nilsson  250-748-2251  250-746-7849  pd65@bctf.ca Sabina Reska  250-743-6916  250-743-6915  pd65@bctf.ca Cranbrook District Teachers' Association (2) Carol Johns  250-489-4391  250-489-0600  pd02@bctf.ca Colette Grasdal  250-426-5241  250-426-6673  pd02@bctf.ca Creston Valley Teachers' Association (861) Melissa Feragotti  250-428-2051  250-428-2019  pd861@bctf.ca Delta Teachers' Association (37) Fiona Higgs    604-599-1786  pd37@bctf.ca Fernie District Teachers' Association (1) Linda Christenson  250-425-6666  250-425-6661  pd01@bctf.ca Sarah Larsen      pd01@bctf.ca Fort Nelson District Teachers' Association (81) Shirley Kenney  250-774-6941  250-774-6988  pd81@bctf.ca Fraser-Cascade Teachers' Association (78) Kathleen Koopman      pd78@bctf.ca Gold Trail Teachers' Association (74) Elizabeth Griggs  250-256-4274  250-256-4275  pd74@bctf.ca Golden Teachers' Association (18) Margaret Calladine  250-344-6317    pd18@bctf.ca Greater Victoria Teachers' Association (61) Lucinda Graf  250-727-0188  250-727-2079  pd61@bctf.ca Gulf Islands Teachers' Association (64) James Lightfoot  250-653-9223  250-653-2090  pd64@bctf.ca Haida Gwaii Teachers' Association (50) Autum Gates    250-626-3214  pd50@bctf.ca Monika Hausmann    250-626-3214  pd50@bctf.ca Kamloops Thompson Teachers' Association (73) David Comrie    250-377-2257  pd73@bctf.ca Kimberley Teachers' Association (3) Bethany Turcon      pd03@bctf.ca Craig Hillman  250-427-4827  250-427-7106  pd03@bctf.ca Kitimat District Teachers' Association (80) Katherine Johnsen  250-632-6174  888-539-4732  pd80@bctf.ca Michele Sutherland  250-632-2912  888-574-1126  pd80@bctf.ca Kootenay Columbia Teachers' Union (20) John Horcoff      pd20@bctf.ca Kootenay Lake Teachers' Association (862) Dennis Larcombe  250-229-4224  250-353-7434  pd862@bctf.ca Lake Cowichan Teachers' Association (66) Christine Rolls  250-748-0011  250-749-4030  pd66@bctf.ca Langley Teachers' Association (35) Sandy Ho  604-888-3033  604-888-2873  pd35@bctf.ca Mackenzie Teachers' Association (572) Amber Raycraft  250-963-7060  250-963-7381  pd572@bctf.ca Christa Barnes  250-997-6340  250-997-5075  pd572@bctf.ca Karen Chadha  250-997-6340  250-997-5075  pd572@bctf.ca Maple Ridge Teachers' Association (42) Suzanne Hall  604-463-6414  604-466-6265  pd42@bctf.ca McBride-Valemount Teachers' Association (573) Brian Hanson    250-566-4551  pd573@bctf.ca Jennifer L'Arrivee  250-569-2295  250-569-2620  pd573@bctf.ca Julia Howard  250-569-2295  250-569-2620  pd573@bctf.ca Mission Teachers' Union (75) Anna Heavenor  604-820-4587  604-820-9505  pd75@bctf.ca Mount Arrowsmith Teachers' Association (69) Denise Spencer-Dahl  250-248-3296  250-954-1734  pd69@bctf.ca Lesley Rowan  250-752-5651  250-752-8604  pd69@bctf.ca Nanaimo District Teachers' Association (68) Colleen Skipper  250-758-6892  250-758-2373  pd68@bctf.ca Michael Silverton    250-751-8840  pd68@bctf.ca Nechako Teachers' Union (56) Cindy Miller  250-996-7126  250-996-7708  pd56@bctf.ca Shawn Lank  250-699-6233  250-699-7753  pd56@bctf.ca Nelson District Teachers' Association (7) Monica Doyle  250-352-3186  250-352-3183  pd07@bctf.ca Tamara Martin  250-352-5538  250-352-3119  pd07@bctf.ca New Westminster Teachers' Union (40) Romeo Lavrencic  604-517-6316  604-517-6204  pd40@bctf.ca Sandra Lee  604-517-6090  604-517-6091  pd40@bctf.ca Nisga'a Teachers' Union (92) Charity Peal  250-633-2225  250-633-2669  pd92@bctf.ca Samantha Lambright  250-326-4206  250-633-2916  pd92@bctf.ca Sara Beardsell  250-633-2225  250-633-2669  pd92@bctf.ca North Okanagan-Shuswap Teachers' Association (83) Kyla Hadden  250-836-2831  250-836-2664  pd83@bctf.ca North Vancouver Teachers' Association (44) Maria Aiello  604-903-3750  604-903-3751  pd44@bctf.ca Okanagan Skaha Teachers' Union (67) Angela Seppola  250-770-7683  250-492-5981  pd67@bctf.ca Peace River North Teachers' Association (60) Jessica Dmytruk  250-793-9125  250-630-2323  pd60@bctf.ca Peace River South Teachers' Association (591) Angela Connelly    250-782-9604  pd591@bctf.ca Powell River District Teachers' Association (47) Wendy Adams  604-485-5660    pd47@bctf.ca Prince George District Teachers' Association (571) Glen Thielmann  250-562-9525  250-564-4875  pd571@bctf.ca Prince Rupert District Teachers' Union (52) Colleen Pudsey    250-627-1348  pd52@bctf.ca Marla Gamble    250-627-1348  pd52@bctf.ca Raegan Sawka  250-627-1536  250-627-1443  pd52@bctf.ca Princeton District Teachers' Union (17) Gordon Bibby  250-295-3218  250-295-7914  pd17@bctf.ca Mary Bell  250-295-3218  250-295-7914  pd17@bctf.ca Quesnel District Teachers' Association (28) Carlie Borrett  250-991-5566  250-991-5565  pd28@bctf.ca Revelstoke Teachers' Association (19) Stacey Grimm  250-837-2173  250-837-7164  pd19@bctf.ca Richmond Teachers' Association (38) Christian Matheson  604-668-6665  604-668-6569  pd38@bctf.ca Saanich Teachers' Association (63) Holly Mair  250-704-4972  250-479-9870  pd63@bctf.ca Sarah Windle  250-652-9261  250-652-2094  pd63@bctf.ca Sea to Sky Teachers' Association (48) April Lowe  604-898-3688  604-898-4706  pd48@bctf.ca SEPF (93) Alain Paquin  604-437-4849  604-437-9630  pd93@bctf.ca Linda Theriault  250-220-6010  250-220-6014  pd93@bctf.ca Monica Monus    604-214-9881  pd93@bctf.ca Sooke Teachers' Association (62) Brian Hotovy  250-474-1291  250-478-0738  pd62@bctf.ca Kristine Kosolofski  250-478-3232  250-391-9624  pd62@bctf.ca South Okanagan Similkameen Teachers' Union (53) Nicola MacNaughton  250-498-3468  250-498-0339  pd53@bctf.ca Stikine Teachers' Association (87) Alithia Gillies    250-771-4343  pd87@bctf.ca Andre Lagace    250-771-4343  pd87@bctf.ca Sunshine Coast Teachers' Association (46) Patrick McCallum  604-885-3216  604-885-7991  pd46@bctf.ca Surrey Teachers' Association (36) Anne McNamee      pd36@bctf.ca Stephen Anderson      pd36@bctf.ca Terrace District Teachers' Union (881) Karen Andrews  250-635-3115  888-456-3464  pd881@bctf.ca Upper Skeena Teachers (882) Jan Thorburn  250-842-5214  888-503-6959  pd882@bctf.ca Shirley Hobenshield  250-849-5484  888-594-2271  pd882@bctf.ca Vancouver Elementary School Teachers' Association (391) Allison Jambor      pd391@bctf.ca Patricia Gudlaugson      pd391@bctf.ca Vancouver Island North Teachers' Association (85) Sarah Soltau-Heller  250-949-6418  250-949-6485  pd85@bctf.ca Vancouver Island West Teachers' Union (84) Adam Barber    250-761-4234  pd84@bctf.ca Glyn Howell    250-934-6578  pd84@bctf.ca Vancouver Secondary Teachers' Association (392) Mary Filleul    604-713-5076  pd392@bctf.ca Vernon Teachers' Association (22) Robyn Ladner    250-545-7680  pd22@bctf.ca West Vancouver Teachers' Association (45) Rosemary Murray  604-981-1200  604-981-1201  pd45@bctf.ca Shannon Gray  604-981-1130  604-981-1131  pd45@bctf.ca Windermere Teachers' Association (4) Robyn Oliver  250-342-9213  250-342-4499  pd04@bctf.ca)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13676,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 1997 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 10, Number 1, September 1997 Finding a Space to Teach by Janet Amsden “Teacher unions have a role in promoting quality teaching and in school reform,” said Columbia University education professor Ann Lieberman, at the BCTF Quality Teaching Conference in May 1997. Dr. Lieberman explained that professional knowledge about teaching is not developed by experts or dispensed in workshops. “Teachers can’t just go to a canned workshop or course and return to the classroom better. Even great workshops don’t matter greatly to best teaching practice.” Rather, professional knowledge is acquired when teachers talk and listen to each other and adapt or hone strategies and materials. Dialogue about teaching occurs in what Ted Aoki, University of Alberta education professor, calls discursive space: the space of language and discourse. “Discursive space,” explained Dr. Aoki, “goes beyond the physical or pedagogical setting. It is a space where the discourse about teaching is as or more important than the discipline of teaching.” Lieberman told participants that teacher unions are well positioned to support the creation of discursive space within schools, within districts, and within the province. But her words were not news to the 200 teachers who had assembled to share strategies for supporting teacher research and professional growth. The conference was organized by the BCTF Professional Development Division to showcase the work of members. Teachers shared the results of their own excursions into discursive space. Several presented their knowledge on topics ranging from the creation of self-directed PD plans or racism-free schools to the teaching of controversial issues. Others presented the results of action research supported by BCTF grants. “In the early years I didn’t know that I was doing action research or that I was a teacher researcher,” says Gay May, a Richmond elementary teacher, about her experience over the past 20 years studying how her students learn math. Awneet Sivia, a Maple Ridge secondary teacher, described a research project in which she and her colleagues collaborated to help Grade 8 students make successful transitions to a self-paced model in Grade 9 at Thomas Haney Secondary School. “Real growth happens,” she reflected, “when teachers collaborate in study groups not information dumps.” Collaboration among many individuals or as few as two opens the door to discursive space. At the conference, teachers met in groups to discuss the strengths and challenges of recent curriculum revisions and future use of computer technologies. Such dialogues are the basis for both formal and informal teacher networks. Support structures such as mentoring, informal (breakfast club) and formal networks (provincial specialist associations) and school/university partnerships foster research and reflection about teaching. But perhaps the strongest form of collaboration is the most basic: a relationship between two teachers. Collaborative partnerships such as peer coaching, team teaching, and mentoring build on the reflection and inquiry about learning that is such a natural and fulfilling part of teaching. Annette Fitch, a Mission teacher, described the benefits of mentoring programs. Mentoring is not just for beginning teachers but, “…even returning colleagues who many have significant assignment changes or new IRPs after a career change or raising a young family.” Such collaboration, the foundation of networking, strengthens the teacher voice influencing education policy. The objective of the conference was to support the efforts of local and school leaders in promoting socially responsible, quality teaching. The keynote speakers recognized the importance of the classroom as the research lab for the development of new knowledge about teaching. Lieberman told teachers, “The future of schools lies in the serious growth and development of teachers with their serious participation.” While the degree of networking and inquiry in B.C. may have surpassed her expectations, it can still expand. Ultimately classroom-based research, conducted by teachers, must determine education policy and school reform. Therefore, as a union of professionals, we must promote the discourse about teaching that creates knowledge rather than seek knowledge from elsewhere. Janet Amsden is president of the Maple Ridge Teachers’ Union and a member of the Teacher Newsmagazine Advisory Board. A videotape of the keynote presentation is available on loan from the BCTF Resources Centre. For more information about the conference, contact Mohammed Shamsher, BCTF PD Division. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141006,www.cbc.ca,http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/b-c-school-districts-ordered-to-return-all-strike-savings-1.2778755,B.C. school districts ordered to return all strike savings - British Columbia - CBC News Accessibility Links Skip to main content Skip to CBC accessibility page   CBC Global Navigation CBC.ca News News Menu Sports Sports Menu Music   Radio Radio Menu TV TV Menu My Region Menu   More CBC Menu   Watch Watch Menu Listen Listen Menu     British Columbia LIVE Vancouver More Streams CBC Radio One Listen Live CBC News Canada Major StoriesIn The News TIFF: Full coverage Intern hell Canada's top 1% Quebec charter CBC News Navigation Home World Canada Politics Business Health Arts & Entertainment Technology & Science Community Weather Video Canada BC News Events Weather Programs Video Audio Contact Us B.C. school districts ordered to return all strike savings Memo from Ministry of Education says all savings from wages and other costs will be reclaimed CBC News Posted: Sep 26, 2014 7:03 AM PT Last Updated: Sep 26, 2014 9:27 AM PT Now that students are back in class, school districts won't be able to keep any money they saved during the B.C. public school teachers' strike earlier this month. (CBC) Related Stories Latest news: B.C. teachers' strike B.C. teachers' strike: Public school students back in class today B.C. teachers' dispute: Clark expects case will go to Supreme Court The B.C. government is instructing school districts to return any money they may have saved during the public school teachers' strike this September.  School districts contacted by CBC News say they're still figuring out the financial impact of the government's demand, which represents a change in direction for the Education Ministry. During the first two weeks of the strike in June, it allowed districts to keep 20 per cent of money saved from the strike. MORE | Updates on the B.C. teachers' strike But during the summer, the province promised to pay parents $40 for any further days of school missed by children under age 13. The province estimated the cost of that program would be about $12 million a day, roughly equal to the cost of keeping schools open each day. Based on these figures, the 13 strike days in September will cost the government about $156 million in payments to parents, when the cheques are eventually issued. In the memo obtained by CBC News that was sent to every school district earlier this month, assistant deputy minister Deborah Fayad says the ministry will reclaim all strike savings for September. The list of savings districts are expected to report include: Teacher wages Teacher wage sensitive benefits Teacher non-wage sensitive benefits Staff replacement costs Utility and other facility costs Transportation Professional development Travel Supplies The ministry is also asking school districts to report any cost increases due to the strike. "Also, you will be asked to provide details of incremental strike costs experienced during the month in areas such as international student programs, dues and fees, rentals and leases, and First Nations/LEA reductions." The memo does say the ministry will work with districts experiencing particular financial difficulty. "If school districts are experiencing particular financial difficulty as a result of the job action and strike recoveries, the Ministry will work with districts on a case-by-case basis to recognize any reasonable incremental costs, factoring in the district’s financial situation," says Fayad in the letter. The memo, which was written Sept 12 before the strike ended, also thanks district officials for the "extra effort, and understanding during this uncertain time." Read the letter to school districts With files from Chris Walker and Steve Lus Report Typo Send Feedback Comments on this story are moderated according to our Submission Guidelines. Comments are welcome while open. We reserve the right to close comments at any time. Submission Policy Note: The CBC does not necessarily endorse any of the views posted. By submitting your comments, you acknowledge that CBC has the right to reproduce, broadcast and publicize those comments or any part thereof in any manner whatsoever. Please note that comments are moderated and published according to our submission guidelines. Stay Connected with CBC News Mobile Facebook Podcasts Twitter Alerts Newsletter Latest British Columbia News Vancouver sexual assaults prompt police warning video Disabled woman's lawyer demands 15 day suspension for officer that pushed her video 16-year-old struck and killed by train in Maple Ridge read comments Petronas LNG: CEO threatens 15-year delay to B.C. project read comments Pharmacists miss drug warnings, leading to mom's 'horrible' death read comments video audio Must Watch Top News Headlines Iraq mission: Tories offer more aid but opposition unimpressed video New concern worldwide as nurse in Spain gets Ebola Adding Sun might not move Post from under its cloud audio In Hong Kong protest, China's 'Goliath' hasn't blinked yet: Patrick Brown video Vancouver police issue warning after series of sexual assaults video Most Viewed Pharmacists' failure to check drug risks leads to 'horrible' death Vancouver sexual assaults prompt police warning Tiffany Williams, 16, struck and killed by train in Maple Ridge Const. Taylor Robinson:15-day suspension demanded for shoving woman Petronas LNG: CEO threatens 15-year delay to B.C. project Vancouver riot's 'kissing couple' tell their story Hot Properties: West Vancouver photographer documents houses that have all but disappeared Christy Clark's LNG dreams to be tested in rare fall legislative session Adams River sockeye salmon run underway north of Kamloops Don't Miss Live Vancouver sexual assaults prompt police warning Const. Taylor Robinson:15-day suspension demanded for shoving woman Tiffany Williams, 16, struck and killed by train in Maple Ridge Petronas LNG: CEO threatens 15-year delay to B.C. project Go Public Pharmacists' failure to check drug risks leads to 'horrible' death Analysis Christy Clark's LNG dreams to be tested in rare fall legislative session Oppenheimer homeless camp injunction hearing resumes Adams River sockeye salmon run underway north of Kamloops Quebecor sells 175 Sun Media newspapers and websites to Postmedia Hong Kong protests: Students vow to keep up fight, as crowds dwindle Breastfeeding week 5 tips from Vancouver moms Gregor Robertson makes pipeline fight key part of re-election campaign Downsizing: Your body can't lose weight without your mind on board Dog Rescue 120 stray dogs from California to be adopted by Canadians Pedestrian struck and killed by CP Rail train in Maple Ridge CBC Global Footer CBC.ca Aboriginal Books Contests Digital Archives Documentaries Kids Kids' CBC Preschool Music News Parents Program Guide Radio Sports Television Subscriptions CBC Player CBC Shop Corporate About CBC Transparency and Accountability Jobs Production Facilities Mobile Production Rentals Ombudsman CBC: Get the Facts Independent Producers Public Appearances Pitch a Radio or Audio Program Program and Content Sales Archive Sales Educational Sales Image Research Library & Still Photos Consumer Recordings Digital TV Stay Connected Mobile RSS Podcasts Member Services:Newsletters & Alerts CBC Links Terms Of Use Reuse & Permissions Advertise Privacy Site Map Help Contact Us CBC Radio-Canada Copyright © CBC 2014 cbc.radio-canada.ca cbc.ca radio-canada.ca)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7338,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 4, January/February 2006 Mercury poisoning afflicts Cranbrook teachers by Nancy Knickerbocker Mercury: Who could forget a child’s fascination with it? In Grade 5, I remember thinking, "Wow! Look how it splits into silver beads and scoots across the desk!" A metal that was paradoxically liquid, mercury seemed mysterious, seductive, poetic. It was so beautiful, who would have thought it was harmful? Think again. Elemental mercury, chemical name Hg, is a volatile liquid that gives off a colourless, odourless, toxic vapour at room temperature. According to Health Canada, "Mercury is a global contaminant because it is toxic, does not break down in the environment, and can build up in living things." But teachers at Mount Baker Secondary School, in Cranbrook, are sounding the alarm about the dangers of mercury and its devastating impact on their health, careers, and lives. Science teacher Ivan McKnight raced bicycles and ran road races all over Alberta and BC., but mercury poisoning put an end to his days as a competitive athlete. Indeed, it almost ended his life. It all began in February 2001 when the school custodian brought a box of old science equipment up from the basement to Classroom 208, and asked McKnight if he wanted it. "I told him I didn’t have time to deal with it, but he could put it in the corner." Neither man knew that inside the box was a large broken barometer, a potent source of toxic mercury vapours. To make matters doubly bad, the classroom lacked adequate ventilation and the box was placed under the window near a heating vent, thus hastening vapourization of the spilled mercury. Within months McKnight, who had been training for the triathlon, began to feel weak. "I had to sit down all the time." He became alarmed when a healthy student, a lifeguard at the local pool, suddenly fainted in class. "She just fell right off her lab stool." His worry intensified after a male student, another strong athlete, also passed out in his class. In June 2001, McKnight finally took a look in the box that had been sitting in his room for the past five months. That’s when he saw the broken barometer. "The mercury just gushed out." Back at school in the fall, biology teacher Russ Reid, a 20-year veteran at MBSS, was also feeling terrible. One afternoon he came into McKnight’s classroom and found him slumped in the chair with his head on the desk. Reid asked: "Do you ever wonder whether that mercury in your room had an effect?" The two began researching on the internet and soon realized they were exhibiting classic signs of mercury poisoning: profound fatigue, headaches, joint pain, respiratory problems, tremors, weight loss, memory loss, insomnia, and irritability. Even more disturbing, numerous other teachers shared the same problems. "We were all science teachers at MBSS and we were all sick. Why?" asked colleague Hugh MacPherson. They investigated numerous possibilities and finally decided to undergo testing for mercury, if only to rule it out. "We fully expected mercury not to be the cause, but we got checked and found we had significant amounts," Reid said. For home economics teacher Lynne Williams, the first shock came when her doctor told her she had lost 10% of her bone mass in the past two years. A healthy, active person who regularly worked out, Williams was also suffering exhaustion, headaches painful, stiff joints, and memory loss. "Added together, all these symptoms were very worrisome," she said. A colleague encouraged her to be tested for mercury, but she was not prepared for the results. Anything above level 3 is considered elevated, according to the scientific measurement for heavy metals such as mercury. McKnight’s extremely elevated level of 30 was by far the highest among the group, until Lynn’s results came back. Hers was a shocking 62. "At first it was just a number to me. During the school week I was too busy to worry, but I had a couple of very rough weekends," Williams says. "No one knows the long-term health implications. You’re doing a lot of thinking about how your life is going to change a lot." How could this have happened? Williams and other teachers believe that the school’s erratic and dysfunctional ventilation system is partly to blame. While the delicious aromas from her home economics kitchen sometimes wafted up to the science wing, more often the noxious scent of chemicals blew down the other way. By contrast to McKnight’s classroom, which had very poor air circulation, Williams had a persistent draft blowing through that even rustled the papers on her desk. "I’m sure that’s where the contamination came from," she states. All this from one broken barometer? No, not at all. The teachers found out about other mercury spills in the school, going back as far as 1955. "So we’re looking at low-dose exposure over a long period of time," said Reid. "It builds up in your system. Once it’s into the brain tissue, you’re looking at about 30 years to get it out." According to Environment Canada, about 80% of elemental mercury is absorbed when inhaled. "The critical target organ for elemental mercury is the adult and fetal brain." The treatment for mercury poisoning is chelation therapy, which involves injections of chemicals that bond with heavy metals and draw them out of the body. The procedure is taxing on the kidneys and liver, and draining to the whole system. Some people can only take one treatment a month, others go every two weeks. McKnight endures daily treatments for weeks at a time. Unfortunately no doctors offer chelation therapy in Cranbrook, so the teachers must travel to Kelowna or Calgary for treatment. In addition, because it’s deemed an "alternative therapy," chelation is not covered by medical plans. The teachers are paying thousands of dollars out of pocket. The cost of chelation is only one aspect of the issue facing Cranbrook District Teachers’ Association President Chris Johns. A tenacious advocate, Johns has been indefatigable in urging the Southeast Kootenay School District to reimburse the treatment costs. His pleas have fallen on deaf ears so far, but BCTF President Jinny Sims has also written to Education Minister Shirley Bond, urging her to provide a grant to the district to cover the cost of testing and treatment. "We want to do our utmost to help the members suffering from this occupational health disaster," Sims said. To date, 12 current and former teachers at Mount Baker Secondary have tested with high levels of mercury in their bodies. Five are on full sick leave. More than 30 other teachers have indicated they wish to be tested and about 60 have initiated claims with the Workers’ Compensation Board. Johns and the CDTA urged the board to immediately conduct proper indoor air testing and cleanup of the school to ensure the health and safety of all students and staff. However, they met so many obstacles and needless delays they have filed a grievance claiming the employer failed to provide a hazard free workplace. In the summer of 2005, the board hired an environmental firm to rid the science labs of asbestos. In the process they also removed mercury from the sinks and ventilation vents. The subsequent report declared all to be well, but the science teachers are skeptical, saying employees did not have adequate training or proper techniques to deal with a toxin as elusive as mercury. In December the same firm conducted tests for mercury vapour at seven schools in the district. "We express no concern with regard to exposure to mercury vapour levels within Mount Baker Secondary School," the firm concluded, even though some readings in McKnight’s old classroom were more than four times higher than the level accepted by the US Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry. The mercury vapour levels found in science lab sinks in other schools were 20 times higher, and the firm recommends that remedial work be done. All of the teachers interviewed want to see prompt responses from the board and health officials. "I feel anger at the lack of action, anger that we’ve been poisoned at work and no one will accept responsibility," says MacPherson. "It’s been a five-year process already. Everyone is playing politics while our lives are being shattered," McKnight said. Murray Quinn, a retired chemistry teacher with 22 years experience at Mount Baker blamed the inaction on a lack of knowledge about the risks of mercury exposure. "Look, I was that way too, and I’m a chemistry guy," he said. "We are not sure things are okay at MBSS. I’d love to see the board hire totally professional independent experienced people who will do real tests and get real results everybody can live with. Then we will have the information required to take appropriate action." The teachers are also worried that parents and community members are getting an all-too-rosy picture of Mount Baker Secondary School as a healthy learning environment. "I get calls from parents saying they were so relieved to hear that the school is clean and safe," McKnight said. "Parents are saying how glad they are I’m feeling better, but where are they getting that from?" Local president Johns is distressed that the chairperson of the Parent Advisory Committee refused to let him make a presentation to parents on teachers’ experience and concerns about mercury exposure at MBSS. His request to send a letter home to parents was also denied by the PAC chair. "The current debate is whether it’s a safe school," Williams said. MacPherson agrees, saying he often wonders whether the building may have to be demolished. Above all, they called for the school board to be partners with them in solving the occupational health mystery at MBSS. "It’s bad for people to take sides in this," Williams said. "There’s the truth and there’s the smokescreen. We need to work together to find the truth." The CDTA, the school district, and other stakeholders are planning to hold a public forum in January in Cranbrook on the issue. Nancy Knickerbocker is the BCTF’s media relations officer. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/AdvocacyAndAction.aspx?id=5344,BCTF > Lobbying: Where to go for more info  	BCTF Action and Advocacy  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Advocacy and Action > Lobbying   Lobbying: Where to go for more info There are many different resources and web sites dealing with lobbying and advocacy. One of the best is available from the Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development. Despite the American focus, the ASCD’s approaches and strategies are very useful and can be easily adapted to the Canadian structures. Here are some excerpts from the ASCD’s excellent Advocacy Kit, which can be downloaded from www.ascd.org/advocacykit/ : “Public support for education is increasingly fragile. Poverty jeopardizes the well being and education of our young people. And rather than working constructively on education issues, some communities are caught in a downward spiral of cynicism and mistrust. The time for advocacy on behalf of students is now. And the voice needed is yours…. The stakes are simply too high for educators not to engage in advocacy efforts. Like teaching, advocacy involves building respectful relationships as the foundation for change.” The ASCD Advocacy Kit includes tips on researching education issues, building a network, communicating with your network, setting goals, devising an action plan, setting up community forums, working with the media, and more. Below is another snippet that illustrates how many skills teachers already have to bring to their lobbying work. Lessons educators can apply to advocacy Educators, through their professional knowledge of effective teaching, have particular expertise to apply to advocacy efforts. Indeed, on a certain level, advocacy can be viewed as a form of education. Here are just a few of the teaching skills that apply to effective advocacy. Effective teaching... Effective advocacy... Requires building trust over time Is personalized Employs collaboration (such as co-operative learning) Involves meeting learners where they are Seizes “teachable moments” Requires solid planning Builds in ongoing, authentic assessment of student learning Requires building trust over time Is personalized Employs collaboration (such as coalition-building) Involves meeting decision makers where they are Seizes “windows of influence” Requires solid planning Builds in periodic assessment of the efficacy of advocacy initiatives   About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=22903&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 23, Number 6, April 2011   Better schools for BC A plan for quality public education As British Columbians, we are in a period of political transition. As teachers, we are faced with an accelerating pace of social, educational, and technological change. At the same time, our values for public education remain timeless. This spring, the BCTF decided to publish a foundation document that articulates our vision and values for public education, as well as practical strategies for improvement. Our new publication, Better Schools for BC, examines the following building blocks for positive change: class-size and composition guarantees a child poverty reduction plan specialist teachers in every school authentic student assessment respect for diversity and equal opportunities for all increased investment in public education full-scope collective bargaining rights. To read the full document, visit: www.bctf.ca/uploadedFiles/Public/Publications/BetterSchoolsForBC.pdf )
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12014,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2001 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 13, Number 8, March 2001 Top 10 BCTF lesson aids 1. Helping Parents Help Your Child’s Edge. Garth Holmes. 91p. ©1993. The purpose of this book is to help parents help their child in school. It is a toolbox that gives over 110 strategies. The book is organized under the following chapter headings: You Can Help, How You Help, Helping Your Child Study, Helping Your Child Review, Helping Your Child Take Tests, Helping Your Child Read, Helping Your Child Write Essays, Cooperating with Teachers, Troubleshooting Curriculum Problems and Resources Available. Grades 7–12 . LA 9921—$10.95 2.  The NESA Activities Handbook for Native and Multicultural Classrooms, Vol. 3 Compiled by Don Sawyer and Wayne Lundeberg. l28 p. ©1993. This third volume of activities is a response to the continuing demand for effective, experience-based exercises appropriate for Native and multicultural learning situations. The 23 activities contain both original and borrowed exercises. Many of the original activities were drawn from a variety of curriculum projects for use at all levels, especially secondary and adult. Activities include precise instructions and supplementary materials. LA 2621—$16.95 3.  White Jade Tiger. Julie Lawson 170p. 1993. This historically-based novel is a tale of intrigue and adventure about the building of the great Canadian Pacific Railway. In the novel, Jasmine is not sure she likes the idea of being stuck in Victoria while her father goes to China for a year. But on a field trip to Chinatown, she explores a curious shop in Fan Tan Alley and accidentally passes through a hidden door. She finds herself in Victoria’s Chinatown of the 1880s. Mistaken for a Chinese boy, she is soon caught up in a race through the Fraser Canyon to find a tiger amulet. The author of this novel is the winner of the Sheila A. Egoff Award for Children’s Literature,1994 and the novel is a Canadian Children’s Book Centre Choice. Grades 5 to 8. LA 9075A—$8.95 White Jade Tiger—A Teacher’s Guide. Julie Lawson. 34p. 1999. Contains novel ideas and activities encompassing all areas of language arts, as well as social studies, science and art. Novel worksheets, archive photos, maps, crossword puzzle and word searches are also included. Grades 5 to 8. LA 9075B—$5.95  4.  Basketball: Instructor’s Resource Manual Wilf Wedmann, Bryna Kopelow, and Jennifer Fenton, Premier’s Sport Awards Program, 84p. ©2000. This manual includes l3 lesson plans with illustrations and diagrams, basketball drills and games supplements, mini-basketball rules, and information and forms for use with the Premier’s Sport Awards Program. Recommended by the B.C. Ministry of Education. Ages 8-13. LA 9844—$15  5.  The Lives of Renaissance Women A co-operatively planned humanities unit on Renaissance women for the late intermediate level. Judith Coffin. Marlowe Irvine and Ramona Sousa. 83p. 1994. The purpose of this unit is to illuminate the lives and contributions of all classes of women who lived between 1350 and 1650 in Western Europe and England—the Renaissance. Ten activities with resource materials. Grade 9. LA 9245—$8.75 6.  Lumberyard—An Inclusive Measurement/Building Unit Margie Klassen and Rika Ruebsaat. 31p. 2000. This unit covers PLOs from the Math, Personal Planning, Language Arts and Applied Skills IRPs. Designed for Grade 5, it can be adapted for any intermediate grade. Possible adaptations for students with special needs are also included in each of the 11 lesson plans. Lesson plan topics include measuring classroom objects, perimeter, area, volume (part 1 and 2) pricing lumber, planning the building project, buying wood, using tools/preparing to build, building the project, and a learning log. Grade 5. LA 9428—$3  7.  Exploring the Ant World: An Early Primary Co-operative Unit for Teacher and Teacher-Librarian Jean M. Coe, Sharon M. Mombourquette. 49p. 1990. This unit involves students in an experiential approach to the biological sciences. It is a ready-to-use, thematic approach that integrates language arts and sciences through the processes of reading, writing, listening, speaking, and viewing. This unit lends itself to large and small group and individualized instruction, as well as the use of centres supported by the full spectrum of library resources. LA 8544—$5 8.  All the Angles: A Primary Geometry Theme Pat Corder. 66p. 1991. An integrated theme unit specifically designed for early primary, which can also be used in years three and four. Math lessons include activities in language arts, art, and physical education. K–4. LA 8447—$7.70  9.  Window on the Fraser: Fraser River Action Plan Environment Canada, Fisheries & Oceans Canada. l5-min. video, 6p. teacher’s guide. ©1994. Includes a video, teacher and student background information, and pre-post classroom activity suggestions. The video provides an overview of the Fraser River Basin and the need to protect its valuable resources, as well as an introduction to some of the programs carried out by the federal government to improve the basin’s health. Available in French (FEE212). Grades 6–10. LA EE212—$11  10.  Creative Comparative Civilizations Fred Schoenrock and Naomi Waken. 25p. ©1997. Invites students to set out on a great adventure—an exploration of humanity’s potential as seen through the accomplishments of past civilizations, the present challenge facing humankind’s very survival, and the incredible vision of what it means to live responsibly as a member of an emerging global community. A thematic approach is outlined. Blackline masters include quotes and questions on: civilization; nature, environment, ecology; health well-being; economics, science technology; global civilization; philosophy, theology, mythology and human nature; social structure, political order; art, architecture, communication. Reproducible for classroom use. Grade 12. LA 2003—$13.95 For a complete listing of over 900 BCTF Lesson Aids, consult the catalogue in your school library or the Lesson Aids online catalogue, www.bctf.ca/LessonAids. To order any of the above lesson aids, enclose a cheque payable to the BCTF or authorized purchase order to BCTF Lesson Aids Service, 100-550 West 6th Avenue, Vancouver, BC V5Z 4P2. GST and postage/handling are included in the prices. Orders are sent by return mail. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13684&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 1997 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 10, Number 2, October 1997 APEC annual summit APEC has not been at the fore of the consciousness of Canadians until now, but that will change by the time APEC leaders leave Vancouver after the annual summit meeting in late November. The crowds of press, security people, advisers, and hangers-on will number more than 10,000. Caravans of limos ferrying leaders of the 18 APEC members will create more traffic havoc than the Molson Indy. The nature of Asia-Pacific Economic Co-operation (APEC) is made clear on Canada’s Department of Foreign Affairs Web site. It says that “APEC’s mandate can be summed up in a single phrase: ‘APEC means business.’” What does APEC have to do with education? Education—viewed as “human resource development”—is high on the agenda of APEC concerns. Education was the focus of an APEC ministerial meeting in Korea in September—a meeting of “human resources” ministers, not education ministers. The view of education presented in the main concept paper for that meeting makes it clear that the purpose of education is to prepare workers for business. The concept paper says “that decisions must be taken by a school system for good business reasons with maximum business intervention.” It continues that “The emphasis on education for itself or on education for good members of a community without a large emphasis on preparation for the future work are [sic] no longer appropriate.” It should come as no surprise that an organization that includes a number of repressive states—Indonesia and China being two—would not place a high value on education’s serving to prepare for participation in a democratic society. In response to this narrow perspective, a People’s Summit will run parallel to the APEC leaders’ meeting. That meeting, is one of a series aimed at pressing APEC to listen to the voices of “civil society.” The People’s Summit includes one- and two-day issue forums on a wide range of topics, with perspectives different from those in the official meetings. The forum called “Public Education and Research” will include teacher union representatives from Mexico and Chile as well as many of the APEC countries in Asia. Similar meetings will bring together international panels of women, environmentalists, human-rights activists, labour representatives, anti-poverty advocates, and more—with up to 15 different forums between November 17 and 21. The forums will be followed on November 22 by a plenary meeting of several hundred participants who will create an action plan for responding to APEC. The Public Education and Research Forum is being organized by the BCTF, the Canadian Teachers’ Federation, the Canadian Federation of Students, and the Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives. A Youth Forum, financially supported by the BCTF International Solidarity Fund, will bring together young people from B.C. and the APEC region for meetings November 7–11. Participation in these events is open to the public. Information is available at www.vcn.bc.ca/summit or on request from the Research Department at the BCTF. The People’s Summit is looking for places to billet international guests who will be in Vancouver for the meetings. Teachers who would like to host an activist from an Asia Pacific country can phone the People’s Summit office, (604) 682-1952. – Larry Kuehn)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=30164&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2013 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 25, Number 7, May/June 2013   First-time AGM delegates’ impressions We asked several first-time delegates to describe their AGM experience, and did they feel this experience encouraged them to become more involved with the union both provincially and locally, and if so, how? Jessica Bernhardt, Prince Rupert I have attended a number of RAs over the years but this is my first AGM. I have thoroughly enjoyed the experience. I am amazed at how democratically all decisions are made. The emotion in the room shows how dedicated all teachers attending are. Everyone involved is here to improve conditions for members and the students we teach. I love the debate that happens and the persuasive passion shown by many. My mind has been changed many times by poignant thinkers and speakers. The chance to meet members from other districts; to consider the problems and successes that their members and students face is also a great experience. Being able to see that we are all in this together is a very unifying feeling. I have been very involved in my local union since I started my career. Attending the AGM has definitely encouraged me to stay involved and continue learning more. I would love the opportunity to attend again, to be involved in improving working and learning conditions for all. Joanne Duran, Abbotsford The knowledge, the passion, the integrity. I am most impressed by our colleagues. Their willingness to increase our fees, when wages have not increased in years, begs me to wonder why. Contemplating complex issues, matters of finance and expenditures during Spring Break, whilst many others are lying on a sunny beach, helps me to realize the hundreds of hours that have been volunteered to making our union (our job) worthwhile. The experience has been eye-opening and engaging and Iíd definitely do it again! Yes, I would give up another spring break to understand the issues and decisions that are crucial to our jobs, our lives, and to the lives of our students. Colleen Dureski, Cranbrook At first I found the volume of noise, people, and activity awe inspiring, but as the meeting progressed, I was impressed by the strong voice of our members. The predominant theme of this meeting for me is one of respect for each memberís voice. For me the experience of attending this AGM has made me think that I have an obligation to my profession to have my voice heard as a voice for education. I feel one of the best ways to have this happen is through the voice of the union. For me, at this time, it is by working at a local level and continuing to support those at the provincial level. Allison Jambor, Vancouver Elementary Coming to the AGM has been an inspiring and invigorating experience. I have always been proud to be a teacher and attending the AGM has deepened my appreciation of my role. It is wonderful that we are leaders in social issues, addressing concerns from pension investments to ensuring that democracy within and outside the union is strengthened and encouraged. It is intellectually stimulating, listening to delegates who make you consider and reconsider issues with wide-ranging points of view. The quest speaker, Candy Palmater, was riveting as she told her emotionally charged stories (both positive and negative) with the education system. I used to wonder why people would give up part of March break to come to this event. Now I get it! Yes, I hope to return and will encourage others to come and experience the thrill of participation. Paul Klein, Campbell River I was overwhelmed at the sheer size of the event. It is wonderful to see the process of Federation business take place and be part of it. Yes, it has really helped me understand better how decisions are made and will make it easier to relay this information to others. Shauna Martin, Cranbrook It has been really exciting, a bit overwhelming, but overall very, very, interesting and informative. I am learning a great deal. Others in my local have been really helpful in explaining the rules of order and sessions. I am very interested in working for the union. I am currently a TTOC staff rep in my local. Other teachers have been really friendly and it is great to network and interact with like-minded professionals. I love hearing points of view on the issues. I would definitely love to experience another AGM in the future. I really appreciated all the helpful info I received previous to coming from my union rep and online on the BCTF website. The blue booklet ìInformation for delegatesî info package was also very helpful. Yes, I will become involvedónetworking and speaking opportunities, learning and experiencing rules of order, in-committee, etc. I am already interested and passionate about this work. I plan to continue to be involved locally and hope to be involved provincially in the future. Chloe McKnight, Vancouver Secondary I feel extremely lucky to have been invited to be a delegate. As a TTOC and a teacher at the beginning of my career, it has been incredibly inspiring and exciting to see the democratic process of the BCTF at work and to hear the passion from all my colleagues. While at times overwhelming, I also feel very supported by members and feel completely welcome to ask for clarification or advice on issues. My only criticism would be that it does seem like so much is squished into so little timeóa little more time to discuss issues (and socialize with members!) would be great. Absolutely, I will become involved! Attending this AGM marks the end to my fist year of union involvement. I have learned so much in this past year and am fully aware of how much more I have to learn. Debbie Paige, Prince George/McBride Valemount Having sat in some AGMs for brief periods informally as a UBC student, I was not unprepared for the process. As my previous experience was 30+ years ago, it was interesting to see that some traditions endure. I have enjoyed having the opportunity to be a member of my local ìteamî and get to know my colleagues better. I have also enjoyed having the opportunity to renew some acquaintances from other locals. I have been surprised to see the power of the political parties within the union and I am concerned that politics and the peer pressure of it can cloud better judgment. I will continue to be involved with the union both provincially and locally. Attending the AGM has helped to deepen my understanding of some of the issues. Robyn Wharram, Vancouver Elementary Thanks to the amazing support, education, and preparation from my local, I have felt engaged and interested in the topics that have arisen at the meeting. I feel so lucky to be a part of this meeting, and of this group of people. I was dismayed, however, at the amount of paper on our tables from candidates, especially since so much did not help me actually make a decision about who to vote for. I am as involved as I can handle right nowóTTOC chair, executive, TTOC meetings, staff rep support at my school, and local grievance committee! Amendments to amendments, bring it on!  )
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(20141008,thetyee.ca,http://thetyee.ca/Opinion/2014/09/15/Another-Corporate-Climate-Summit/,Here Comes Another Corporatized Climate Summit | The Tyee About Advertise Follow Support RSS Topic Aboriginal Affairs BC Election 2013 BC Politics Education Energy Environment Federal Politics Film Food Gender + Sexuality Health Housing Labour + Industry Local Economy Media Municipal Politics Music Photo Essays Podcasts Politics Rights + Justice Science + Tech Transportation Travel Urban Planning + Architecture News Culture Opinion National MediaCheck Solutions Join Craving crack civic election coverage? Help fund it... Opinion Here Comes Another Corporatized Climate Summit UN meeting again corroded by big business influence. Is it time to change tactics? By Nick Fillmore, 15 Sep 2014, TheTyee.ca   Tweet As many as 200,000 people are expected to take part in four days of protest leading up to the NYC Climate Summit, including the People's Climate March on Sept. 21. Photo: People's Climate March Facebook page. Why Climate Pariahs Like Australia and Canada Matter Their alliance emerging from Warsaw is eroding global action, insider argues. Climate Justice Movement Keys off Civil Rights Crusade Strategy: take more risks, create new heroes, defy the law. And, tomorrow, converge on Washington, DC. In Copenhagen, the New Radicals A student in Copenhagen sees hope for the future of humanity -- but only if we're willing to fight for it. The United Nations will host dozens of governments, corporations and non-governmental organizations during a one-day Climate Summit 2014 in New York on Sept. 23, but unfortunately, according to scientists and environmentalists, the meeting will deal mainly with only one limited way of fighting climate change: carbon pricing. In recent years the UN has proven incapable of playing an important role in slowing world climate change in a meaningful way. "On the climate issue, the world's biggest corporate polluters and pushers of unsustainable rates of consumption are hellbent on maintaining 'business as usual' and are working alone and in groups [and at the UN] to ensure that climate policies will not interfere with the profitability of their operations" says a research paper produced by Canada's highly-respected Polaris Institute. Because the UN and governments are not making progress, as many as 200,000 environmental supporters from all over North America are expected to take part in four days of protest in New York leading up to the UN summit. More than 800 groups are backing the protests, hoping to advance the climate crisis cause in the eyes of the public and with governments. The expensive, one-day summit will be a self-serving exercise for both the UN and the corporations. UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon will issue meaningless platitudes. The invited government representatives will denounce global warming in general ways. And as usual, the culprits -- the air-choking corporations -- will not be named. Corporate participation in the summit is organized by the UN Global Compact, a powerful business lobby group that looks out for the interests of corporations across a number of UN program areas. The Compact is loaded with the most powerful corporations from around the globe, companies such as Coca-Cola and Cisco from the U.S., Siemens from Germany, CEMEX from Mexico, Banco do Brasil, Sinopec from China, etc. While 125 heads of states are expected to attend, including U.S. President Barack Obama and U.K. Prime Minster David Cameron, Canadian Prime Minister Stephen Harper will skip most of the summit. Harper, who will be in New York that day for another event, will take part in only the luncheon discussion concerning carbon pricing. Environment Minister Leona Aglukkaq will attend the entire summit. One of the few moments of real heart-felt compassion will come when a 25-year-old poet, journalist and climate-change activist from the Marshall Islands delivers the keynote opening address. Kathy Jetnil-Kijiner will say she became inspired to fight climate change when she witnessed the raging ocean destroying her city's main graveyard on her island of 71,000. "I was inspired by the concept that the ocean is almost eating, or swallowing our dead in a sense," she said in an interview with a U.S. donor. "There is profound sadness and a profound helplessness about that. It is so sad, we have no control over it; it is the ocean that is taking it over. That is what inspired me; that is what moved me deeply." Poet Kathy Jetnil-Kijiner will perform the keynote at next week's UN Climate Summit. Pricing push The summit will, among other things, hold brief discussions on theme areas such as climate, health and jobs, a climate change photo contest run by a newspaper that the UN says may be the largest ever, and a week of fun events around New York. Corporations and governments will have a brief window to make new suggestions, but what business really wants from a private, exclusive meeting during the summit is to exploit the legitimacy of the UN to increase the corporate-preferred action against climate change: expand carbon pricing systems. Governments create carbon markets by telling corporations how much carbon they are allowed to produce. If they exceed their limit they are, in effect, fined. But if they are under their limit they can sell their excess credits to another company that hasn't met its limits, often walking away with a big profit. "Carbon pricing is a critical tool to address climate change, and momentum is building to put in place carbon pricing schemes," says one UN document. "Nearly 40 countries and more than 20 cities, states and provinces use carbon pricing mechanisms such as emissions trading systems and carbon taxes or are preparing to implement them." But there are two serious problems. First, most corporations want to implement only carbon pricing mechanisms. But the Union of Concerned Scientists (UCS) says "a cap-and-trade program alone would not be sufficient to meet the challenge of climate change." UCS says many other actions are required, such as having utilities generate a higher percentage of their electricity from renewable energy, requiring automakers to increase vehicle fuel economy standards, make stronger energy efficiency policies and make policies encouraging smart growth. Secondly, critics such as activist Naomi Klein are highly critical of carbon pricing programs because they can be manipulated. Earlier this month Klein told In These Times that such schemes create perverse incentives, allowing manufacturers to produce more harmful greenhouse gases, just to be paid to reduce them. In the process, carbon trading schemes have helped corporations make billions -- allowing them to directly profit off the degradation of the planet. Summit participation limited While the UN will welcome powerful corporations in New York, it will strictly control the participation of non-governmental organizations. NGOs were not permitted to decide among themselves who will be allowed into the summit. Instead, the UN selected four civil society speakers and 34 additional civil society attendees from the 544 nominated groups. Protestors will launch their activities in New York on Friday, Sept. 19 with plenaries, speak-outs and teach-ins. The main march will take place on Sunday several blocks away from the UN, on the other side of Manhattan Island. The march will be closely monitored by New York's police force. The more radical protestors will target the "climate profiteers" on Wall Street on Tuesday, Sept. 22, the day before the UN summit. Protestors can receive non-violent direct action training, and will hear pep talks from journalists/activists Naomi Klein and Chris Hedges. According to the organizers, large protests and occupations will take place in financial districts in hundreds of communities around the world. Protests are planned for about 10 Canadian communities. Will these protests, which will cost many thousands of dollars and use up hundreds-of-thousands of hours of labour, be any more effective than past protests in getting the general public behind climate protection initiatives? The environmental movement has been trying to shame the UN and national governments to make more progress on slowing climate change for many years. However, earlier this month the World Meteorological Organization voiced concerns over the surge of carbon dioxide concentration in the atmosphere, which reached a new record high in 2013. It said there are worrying signs that oceans and biosphere seem unable to soak up emissions as quickly as they used to. It wasn't too many years ago that the once-mighty cigarette industry was forced to greatly curtail its activities in many countries. Perhaps it's time for environmentalists and the general public to change tactics and begin focusing on the big corporate polluters. Nick Fillmore is a Toronto freelance journalist and a Tyee National columnist. He was one of the founders of Canadian Journalists for Free Expression, the International Freedom of Expression Exchange and the Canadian Association of Journalists. Nick supports media development projects in Caribbean countries by volunteering with the Association of Caribbean Media Workers. This coverage of Canadian national issues is made possible because of generous financial support from our Tyee Builders.   Tweet What have we missed? What do you think? We want to know. Comment below. Keep in mind: Do: Verify facts, debunk rumours Add context and background Spot typos and logical fallacies Highlight reporting blind spots Ignore trolls Treat all with respect and curiosity Connect with each other Do not: Use sexist, classist, racist or homophobic language Libel or defame Bully or troll Troll patrol. Instead, flag suspect activity. Please enable JavaScript to view the comments powered by Disqus. comments powered by Disqus LNG a chance, not a windfall, says BC throne speech Postmedia could soon own almost every English newspaper in Canada. What could possibly go wrong? VIEW: Voting for your principles is 'strategic voting' Petition opposes BC's 'potential muzzling' of non-profits More troubles for BC's big LNG plans Tirade at Tyee by immigration minister's top aide analyzed tweet by tweet Government slow to respond to FOIs? No need to tell Bob Mackin Converting ferries to LNG will save money, reduce fares: CEO See more » Tyee Video Picks Submitted by Tyee staff, Today Last chance to see 'The Vancouver Asahi' baseball story at VIFF. Where do these videos come from? From you. Suggest one here! Most Popular Can 'Cuisine' Make a Better School Lunch? What I Saw with a German Tour of the Oilsands Don't Give Postmedia More Local Monopolies First Nations 'Front and Centre Now': Pierre Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign How Much Do You Trust Canada's Wireless Giants? Christy Clark's No Pro at LNG Poker BC Filmmaking Duo Passes the Acid Test For Kids, the Meal Is the Message Most Emailed Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign For Kids, the Meal Is the Message Understanding Harper's Evangelical Mission Who'd Be a School Trustee in 2014? Why New Euro-Canada Treaty Is a Gift to Oil Firms BC Filmmaking Duo Passes the Acid Test We Must Heed Naomi Klein's Call China Deal Trumps Province, First Nations on Energy Projects: Treaty Expert Fired Researcher Who Killed Self Was Evaluating Drug Backed by Clark Climate Warriors Must Forge Stronger Alliances, Now Reported Elsewhere Postmedia could soon own almost every English newspaper in Canada (via DeSmog) Petronas CEO warns of 15-year delay to BC LNG project (via G&M) BC government apologizes for firing worker who later killed himself (via the Victoria Times-Colonist) From Tibet to Taiwan, China's outer regions watch Hong Kong protests intently (via the New York Times) It's a shame Jean-Claude Duvalier died a free man, says ex-UN prosecutor (via CBC News) Vancouver's cabbies take aim at Uber (via The Province) Keurig's coffee supremacy challenged by Canadian firm (via Yahoo! News) North and South Korea 'agree to talks' (via BBC News) See more » Your BC: The Tyee's Photo Pool Join The Tyee's Flickr group » View previous selections » Most Commented What I Saw with a German Tour of the Oil Sands (132 comments) Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign (76 comments) 'The Environment Is the Economy': MP Weston (106 comments) Fired Researcher Who Killed Self Was Evaluating Drug Backed by Clark (57 comments) Climate Warriors Must Forge Stronger Alliances, Now (53 comments) ISIS Threat: Let's Refuse to be Scared (79 comments) We Must Heed Naomi Klein's Call (309 comments) Christy Clark's No Pro at LNG Poker (38 comments) Six Steps to Protect Canadians from Flaws in China Trade Deal (128 comments) How Labour Unions Make Us Healthier (31 comments) About The Tyee National Pool Contributors Advertise Contact Funding Jobs Master Classes Privacy Policy Submissions Support The Tyee News Culture Opinion National Mediacheck Solutions Video Publications Tyee News Weekly Archives The Hook Other BC Blogs Reported Elsewhere Steve Burgess Murray Dobbin Michael Geist Crawford Kilian Rafe Mair Andrew Nikiforuk Shannon Rupp Bill Tieleman Dorothy Woodend Follow The Tyee Subscribe by email Subscribe by RSS Tyee Mobile App Managed Hosting by Gossamer Threads × Share article via email Send this article to: Your email address: Your message: Would you like to receive The Tyee's headlines free by email? Yes, every day. Yes, once a week. I already subscribe. No, thanks. Submit Show form again » Close)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Foster parents are ordinary people engaged in extraordinary acts of kindness. Join the team! http://t.co/6jUkcsOp6V" @Teresa_Wat - 04:31pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=28551&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 25, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 2012   Environmental defence challenge  Canada’s next green journalist Young Canadians are challenged to find litter solutions in National and International Journalism Competition. Canada’s Next Green Journalist gives Canadian youth the opportunity to have their article, photo, or video about litter published. This school year, Environmental Defence is asking Canada’s youth to think about environmental issues in their community and look for a solution through a journalism competition. The contest, open to youth aged 11–14, 15–18, and 19–21, is an opportunity for young people to contribute an article, photo, or video about an environmental issue that affects us all—litter. “How we are impacting our environment today will affect our youth tomorrow,” said Stephanie Kohls from Environmental Defence Canada. “Through Canada’s Next Green Journalist, we are encouraging Canadian youth to think about litter—a local environmental issue—and what they, and their friends and family, can do to make a difference.” The deadline for submissions is March 1, 2013. Submissions will be reviewed by a panel of judges and the winners will be announced in April in time for Earth Day. Winners will have their submission published online, as well as winning other prizes, an opportunity to compete internationally in the Young Reporters for the Environment international competition, and an all-expense trip to report on an environmental education mission. Every year, hundreds of young people from 28 countries participate in the program. One of last year’s winners, Becca Williams, from Unionville, ON, created a short video about veganism and how it’s an environmentally friendly lifestyle choice. Her video not only won in Canada, but went on to receive a top award internationally. Williams, along with three other winners, departed for Copenhagen, Denmark, on October 24 to learn more about environmental issues with other youth from around the world. Interested youth can visit www.youngreporters.ca where they can find more information, including contest and submission details and writing, videography, and photography tips.  Environmental Defence is Canada’s most effective environmental action organization—environmentaldefence.ca  We challenge, and inspire change in government, business and people to ensure a greener, healthier, and prosperous life for all. jmayville@environmentaldefence.ca   AuthorCredit   )
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/issues/research.aspx?id=5818&printPage=true,BCTF > School K: Case Study of a Nanaimo elementary school’s approach to inclusion and ESL  	Untitled Page  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Issues in Education > Inclusive Education > Research Project School K: Case Study of a Nanaimo elementary school’s approach to inclusion and ESL With thanks to the teachers, specialist educators, and administrators at School K by Judy Brayden March, 2003 Part One — Demographics, programs, and services The school and its community School K is located in central Nanaimo in the Harewood neighbourhood. The school registers students from Kindergarten to Grade 7, and as of February 2003, the student population was 465. Enrolment declined significantly between 1995 and 1998, leveled off at around 525 between 1998 and 2000, dropping to its current level between 2001 and 2002. The community and neighbourhood served by the school could be described as poor, diverse, and transient. According to the 1996 Canadian census, 43.7 % of the families whose children attended School K had an annual family income of less than $30,000 (compared to a provincial average of 27.6 % at this income-level). 60.9 % of the population over 15 years of age in 1996 had a high school diploma (compared to a provincial average of 68.1%) and 28.6 % had a post-secondary diploma (compared to a provincial average of 42 %). Recent Ministry of Human Resources figures indicate that 47.3% of 495 School K children live in families receiving income assistance. Of the 700 most economically-disadvantaged Canadian public schools, School K ranks in the 98th percentile, and its population is one of the ten most disadvantaged in the province. These data reflect high levels of poverty in the community served by the school. The proportion of students attending School K who are Aboriginal steadily increased between 1991 and 2001, growing from 7.6% to 24.4% of total school population. In 2001, this school figure of 24.4% represented three times the provincial average, which was 7.68%, and it was more than double the 11.1% proportion for the Nanaimo district as a whole (Ministry of Education Standard Reports 1587B and 1554, September 2001). The most recent (2002) Foundation Skills Assessment (FSA) results indicate that in reading comprehension, writing, and numeracy, both Grade 4 and Grade 7 students scored significantly lower than the average performance of students in other schools in the district, and lower than the average performance of all students in the province. The participation rate for all subsections of the FSA was slightly lower than that of the district and the provincial rate in both Grade 4 and 7, with the exception of Grade 4 numeracy, in which the participation rate was the same as the provincial rate (92%). School K is considered an “inner city school”, and has received supplemental funding for some time. Presently it receives $231,000 from the Ministry of Children and Family Development. Sixty-one percent (61%) of this money is used for the school meals program. Past practice for the Nanaimo School Board has been to recognize the need for differentiated funding to its most needy “inner-city” schools as well. Staffing The school population declined from 470.5 FTE (full-time equivalent) students in 2001 to 447.5 FTE students in 2002, a drop of 4.9%, and FTE educator staffing was reduced from 28.138 to 26.082 (-7.3%) for the same period. This means that school staffing was reduced by a greater amount than would normally be reflected by the declining enrolment. The school, therefore, has experienced real cuts in staffing, reducing its capacity to meet students’ needs and increasing teacher workload. The FTE student support teaching staff declined from 5.78 FTE in 2001 to 5.181 FTE in 2002, a loss of 0.6 FTE, or 10.4% in specialist support. At the same time, the Nanaimo School Board abandoned the itinerant service delivery model for ESL/ESD and the Integration Support for low-incidence students. According to specialist support staff in the school, this equated to 0.8 FTE more work for school-based support teachers. Despite the decline in overall student enrolment, they felt that the additional workload demanded was equivalent to approximately 1.4 FTE between 2001 and 2002. The FTE administration has remained at 1.4 FTE since 2001. This year the two principals are case-managers for three low-incidence students. The principal has also assumed supervision of ESL/ESD program implementation and documentation. The collective experience of the specialist educators at School K is considerable. They are highly trained and prepared for their roles in special education, and are experienced in working in inner-city schools with diverse and challenging student populations. In spite of this high level of experience, they report feeling “overloaded” and are concerned about levels of personal stress. Designated Special Education enrolments in the school According to the Special Education Summary by School, September 2002 (Form 1701), 56 of the students registered at that time (12%) were designated “students with special needs” (excluding Gifted). When the 4 Gifted students are included, there are 60 designated students (13.4% of the school’s total population). In addition, there were 52 designated ESL students (11% of the total student population). These are the designations of this year’s students with special needs: Category A (Physically dependent)   0 Category B (deaf/blind) 0 Category C (moderate/profound intellectual disability) 3 Category D (Physical disability/chronic health) 8 Category E (Visual impairment) 0 Category F (Deaf/hard of hearing) 0 Category G (Autism) 3 Category H (Intensive behaviour intervention/Serious mental illness) 6 Category K (Mild intellectual disability) 3 Category P (Gifted) 4 Category Q (Learning Disability) 6 Category R (Moderate behaviour/mental illness) 27 Total 60 School-based special education staff reported that they have actually prepared 196 special education and ESL files to date this school year, including individual educational plans (IEPs). This represented 42% of the student population. The actual distribution as of November 30, 2001, was as follows: 51 ESL and ESD, 15 low incidence, 4 severe behaviour, 29 moderate behaviour, 6 learning disabled, 3 mild mentally handicapped, 83 learning assistance, 4 gifted, and one International student. The demographics in this report are slightly different from the September 30 data collection because of the transient nature of the school population. Teachers recalled that on one day alone, a family of nine students registered at the school. In the opinion of the staff, all of the children would have needed to be assessed before programming could begin. These types of “surprise” registrations represent the unpredictable nature of the demands placed on the school staff. Of the above 196 files, 111 represented individual plans for Ministry-designated students with special needs and ESL/ESD students. The balance of 85 plans (43% of all the written plans) were needed in order to support the educational needs of those students who were not designated but needed individual planning. From these data, it appears that there are many more students with high needs in the school than are designated within official Ministry categories. Student support programs and services Prior to 2002, ESL and ESD services were provided by district, itinerant special education teachers. Specially-trained Integration Support Teachers (IST) developed IEPs and supported programs for low incidence students. Because of provincial budget decisions and district re-organization, the itinerant model of delivery for the Special Education and ESL programs was for the most part removed in June 2002. School-based managers were given the responsibility to develop support programs to meet all of the special education needs at the schools. The data collected on Ministry Form 1530 (budgeted FTE employees by program) for the 2002-03 school year, shows a reduction of over 64% in district ESL/ESD staffing: Nanaimo district’s combined ESL/ESD FTE of 10.52 teachers in 2001–02 was reduced to 3.752 ESL FTE in 2002–03. The district decision was to shift all elementary ESD and ESL support to the school-based learning assistance or learning support teachers, who were then asked to incorporate this education into the traditional learning assistance program. The Nanaimo district’s 4.75 FTE Integration Support (IST) staffing was reduced to 1.0 FTE and the job of writing IEPs for low incidence students, and the implementation of programs, also became the responsibility of the school-based learning assistance teacher. The remaining 1.0 FTE IST consults on integration issues (K–12) and supports the technology needs of all special needs students, including but not exclusive to those of low incidence students. Speech and language pathology (SLP) services remained at 6.4 FTE. This was a local board decision, based on the fact that SLP had been reduced significantly in previous budgets. The average SLP caseload is approximately 90 students. In response to these changes, portions of School K’s special education programs were restructured to include language support and learning assistance for all ESD and ESL students as well as those students who would normally need learning assistance support. Learning assistance teachers, administration, and classroom teachers assumed the job of IEP development for low incidence students as well. Other innovations developed by the administration and supported by the teaching staff included the development of a Learning Centre. Here 13 students, who had received several years of learning assistance, whose language skills remain significantly delayed, and whose behaviours would likely be disruptive to the progress of others in a regular classroom, receive literacy support, and community and life skills programs. A total of 6 of the current students are either designated or would qualify for ESD support. For the first time in many years an all-day Kindergarten class was established at School K this year. Enrolment criteria for this class were: special needs low incidence designation, First Nations ancestry, or ESL in the home. This program presently registers 14 students, 4 of whom are likely to need fairly intensive learning support in Grade 1. Part Two — How have services to students with special needs been affected as a result of recent provincial education budget decisions? Teachers interviewed in the school for this case study report that for some students special learning support has remained the same or improved from the previous year. However, they reported that for many of the most needy students, service has been reduced. As the school-based special education model has been revised to include a Learning Centre and an all-day Kindergarten, the quality of service for the students in both those groups has improved. The 13 students in the Learning Centre receive a multi-faceted and rich learning program, which includes some language support. Without the Learning Centre, these students would have received traditional learning assistance and, based on their past records, success likely would have been limited. Classroom behaviour issues and the strain on classroom teachers’ resources are reduced when such students are in the Learning Centre. The all-day Kindergarten has allowed the 14 registrants to have high quality educational environments for twice the time that they would normally receive it. The well-established Behaviour Support Room continues in place. This is a four-day-per-week program supporting the learning/behaviour needs of students with moderate to severe behavioural concerns. Students work in the regular classrooms but are able to “drop in to” or be assigned to work in the Behavioural Support Room, where the support teacher and EA staff are able to deal with behaviour or to offer educational support. The behaviour support teacher also offers learning assistance in the Behaviour Support Room. Because of changing behaviour demands, the program is designed to be flexible, but respondents report that learning assistance groups are often inadvertently disrupted by behaviour students. This is a less-than-ideal situation for learning assistance. The counseling support service remains as it has been for several years. The School K situation described by staff members is that there have always been far too many cases of children in need to make “one on one” counseling possible. Crisis intervention, either with a child in class or at home, receives highest priority. Links to other intervention agencies and programs within the community, and to the Ministry of Children and Family Development support for the community school concept, and community advocacy education, consume the balance of the counselor’s time. Some School K teachers expressed the belief that there have been gradual reductions in specialist supports in Special Education over the last several years because of provincial budget decisions forcing cuts in the district. This has meant that the needs of those children who require more than one hour of support per day, and who are operating one to two years behind the expectation for the grade level, have increasingly become the responsibility of the classroom teacher. In some cases, the sole responsibility lies with the classroom teacher. For many classroom teachers, it is therefore more difficult to meet the needs of all the students in their class. Some respondents suggested that classroom standards have had to be lowered, and that the needs of those students who are able to achieve beyond the expectation of the grade are not always met. Reducing services supporting students with special needs therefore impacts not only those students with special needs, but all students in the class. Teachers reported that the learning assistance teachers are now incorporating support for ESL students within their redefined roles. But respondents felt that Learning Assistance teachers cannot be expected to deliver the appropriate vocabulary development and cultural enrichment that ESL students need and deserve when incorporating ESL/ESD students into remedial learning assistance groups. Thus teachers are being expected to assume specialist responsibilities without specialist training. Classroom and specialist support teachers are concerned about the ethical and professional ramifications of abandoning the ESL pedagogy and methods and instead using learning assistance approaches with ESL populations. Some respondents felt that fewer high incidence students are being designated since the start of this school year. Recent changes to funding and designation definitions, and pressures to provide services with inadequate resources, were named as reasons. Specialist teachers worry that if the energy demanded to complete additional paperwork, attend additional meetings, and so on, is ultimately unlikely to result in improved services to students, classroom teachers might opt to spend that energy dealing with classroom demands instead. This causes a moral dilemma for special educators. They believe that collaborative planning is necessary to meet the needs of students, but if very limited services can be provided, it is difficult to justify the time used for such collaboration. Part Three — How has the role of the specialist teacher been affected as a result of provincial Education Budget decisions? Respondents had various views about the amount or type of “control” they now felt in their specialist role. Many said they still had a high degree of professional autonomy but that they were frustrated and worried about continued cuts to education funding. They fear that more changes could be announced without warning; changes that would negatively impact students, and which could make their jobs even more difficult. They all expressed frustration with the change to the definition of “learning disabled students” (LD) because this has a huge impact on the classroom teachers, whose groups already include so many needy individuals. Respondents indicated that their colleagues from around the district call on their help more frequently than in past years. School K specialists felt that many of their specialist colleagues are having difficulty with the combination of roles they are now expected to play. Some teachers have been assigned to positions for which they have little training. It was the feeling of some respondents that in some support situations “credentials seem to have been disregarded”, as the district fits people into roles to match budgets rather than students’ needs. Generally, specialists at School K feel supported by their administrative colleagues, who have assumed roles of case managers, student advocates, and writers of IEPs. They usually feel supported by classroom teacher colleagues as well. Respondents reported that they are able to act professionally in their new or revised roles. Some reported concern about their ability to advocate for students’ needs when they are asked to write an IEP on a student with whom they have no direct contact. They posed questions such as: Does yet another name on a caseload serve any purpose other than to add stress? Are specialists promising services where none can be provided? Who is ultimately responsible for attaining the goals of the IEP? The caseloads of each of the four student-support teachers vary. They range from 13 to 47 students. Assessment and paperwork demands have become increasingly burdensome in the last year. Respondents indicated that there is not enough time to properly assess the students in the school. Coincidentally, this year they have been asked to administer the Woodcock Johnson Achievement assessment (previously administered by district personnel, as school-based testing materials were outdated). In addition, there are many children in the regular classroom whose programs need to be supported with current and accurate assessment. Home-schooled students are now entitled to a comprehensive assessment of their achievement levels at any time during their schooling. Because of these factors, and because staffing is limited, a considerable backlog in assessment services presently exists. Because the Behaviour Support teacher (0.8 FTE) has just four days to complete all of the work of the program, she must cancel support services in order to complete assessments. Presently, scheduled blocks are too short (three at 20 minutes each) to prove useful, and even 60 consecutive minutes would not accommodate the need. Part Four — How has the shift to school-based decision making and services to students with special needs affected district support for specialist teachers? The district support structure has changed dramatically since June 2002. Three district-level administrative positions were reduced entirely and the entire assignment of Special Education Support was given to one district-level director. Previously, there existed a zone model in which each of the district-level administrators shared some of the responsibility for special education. At this same time, the board adopted a model of school-based management in which the allocation of school-based support became the decision of the principal. As part of restructuring the itinerant model of special services delivery, Integration Support Teachers (IST), ESL, and ESD were dramatically reduced. All respondents agreed that this shift to school-based specialist support has unequivocally affected the level and quality of support offered to Nanaimo specialist teachers. Some of their comments are shared here: “Everyone is scrambling. People are frustrated…in October we were told that ESD students are no longer designated. In December we were told to update ESD files and do IEPs. This caused animosity, resentment, and stress.” “The integration teachers are no longer available and the district practice of monthly meetings has been unworkable.” “It takes upwards of a week to get feedback on some fairly serious issues, compared to two days last year or in the past”. Others refer to district staff as “overwhelmed”. No one blames individuals, but all respondents were convinced that support for them by district staff had dwindled or disappeared entirely. Summary The overall student population of School K decreased by 4.8% this year, while teacher staffing has been cut by 7.4%. Special education prevalence is high in the school, with 12% of the total student population designated as students with special needs. School K also has high levels of ESL/ESD students (11% of the total student population), and because of poverty levels also continued to receive extra support from the Ministry of Children and Family Development (inner city and community school). All evidence indicates that the educational needs of the community are great and will likely continue to increase. In spite of this, staffing cuts in school student support services have been severe, more than 10%-reduced since last year. School-based educational changes (Learning Centre and all-day Kindergarten) continue to advance School K as an innovative school in addressing the needs of its community. However, should budgets be reduced further, the existing learning assistance staff may not be able to support the needs of the most needy students in the school. This will further impact the role of the classroom teacher, because so many students have special learning needs. There is a strong sense that the district-level decision to move away from an itinerant model to a school-based model is placing considerable stress on Special Education and ESL/ESD support staff in the school. There was also a belief among staff that the school is less able to meet the needs of its diverse and needy student population this school year than was the case in previous years. There exists a concern that some high-incidence students with special needs are not being designated, because they no longer generate additional funding. Provincial education funding decisions and changes to Ministry of Education direction (changes to designations) have influenced district-wide reorganization and affected the level of service, the workload, and the morale of the special educators in the school. The loss of support for specialists from the district staff has been broadly and negatively felt by all of the special education staff at School K. Considerably more is expected from fewer staff accessing less resources, and respondents are concerned that they will not be able to absorb further reductions in support levels or time allocations.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11890,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2000 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 13, Number 2, October 2000 Wealth is increasing. Where’s our share? by Garry Litke This year, Canadians can look forward to an increase of about 5.2% in their disposable income. But if you happen to be a B.C. teacher, your disposable income will continue to diminish because of inflation. This reduction of actual income occurs during a period when the private sector, and even some of the public sector, has begun to take its share of increased economic growth and is making gains over inflation. By contrast, the teachers’ 2% raise of April 2000 barely matches the Consumer Price Index for this year. It does not anticipate the 2% CPI predicted for 2001, and it certainly does not make up for losses to inflation during the last decade. The only means we have to address this inequity is the negotiation process, which begins next spring. Premier Ujjal Dosanjh, in an interview with Provincial, the BCGEU newspaper, said, “When you have free collective bargaining, you may get 0–0–2 or you may get 4–4–4.” He holds that in the next round of public-sector bargaining, “there will be no negotiating guidelines” and the government will “prepare a negotiating framework for collective bargaining, but you (the unions) would be able to get whatever you bargain for.” The Premier went on to state, “If you (the employers) are not prepared to pay well, you are not going to get the people with the qualities and the skill that you require.” This is a significant statement on the verge of a teacher shortage and in light of the recently passed balanced budget legislation. The facts support a substantial raise B.C.’s economy is growing. Real Gross Domestic Product (GDP) growth increased by 1.8% in B.C. in 1999. This year (2000), it is expected to rise by 2.3%; next year, by 2.9%. The private sector in B.C. took its share of the new wealth in 1999. The average wage increase of 1.4% was ahead of the Consumer Price Index of 1.1%. The public sector is being denied its share of economic growth. In B.C. last year, wage increases averaged only 0.6%. Indeed, public-sector wage settlements across Canada have not exceeded those in the private sector since 1987. B.C.’s public-sector wage increases are among the worst in Canada. B.C. was one of only three provinces whose average public-sector wage increase did not meet inflation in 1999. The other two were Ontario and Newfoundland. Wage increases in the education and health sectors lag behind the rest of the public sector. National figures show that for the past three years, the rest of the public sector has gained on teachers by 0.1 to 0.3% annually. When it comes to reaching for a fair share of the increasing wealth, teachers are sitting on the lowest rung of the smallest ladder, while, comparatively, the rest of the public sector climbs steadily and the private sector climbs speedily. The economic share that teachers seek resides in the pockets of a government that is well aware that our contracts expire in June of 2001. The Premier has told us that if we want the money, we’ll have to negotiate. If we want to catch up with inflation, to achieve parity with the private sector, to recruit and retain good teachers, and to share in the economic growth of our province and country, we will have to negotiate with strength and unity of purpose. It will take articulate leadership making good arguments to build support for a decent salary increase. It will take union solidarity to create political pressure before we can say to government, “Show us the money!” Garry Litke is an assistant director in the BCTF’s Bargaining Division. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/AngryKenDenike/status/511760883177881600,Angry Ken Denike on Twitter: "VINCE READY IS LEAVING TOWN TOMORROW? VINCE! VINCE! DO YOU NEED A RIDE TO THE AIRPORT?! VINCE! IT'S ME! KEN! #bced #bcpoli #vanpoli" টুইটার অনুসন্ধান অনুসন্ধান টুইটার খুঁজুন সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ ভাষা : বাংলা. हिन्दी Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন টুইটার-এ নতুন ? আজই যোগদান করুন » সাইন ইন করুন ফোন, ইমেল বা ব্যবহারকারীর নাম পাসওয়ার্ড সাইন ইন আমাকে মনে রাখুন পাসওয়ার্ড ভুলে গেছেন? ইতিমধ্যে আপনি কি টেক্সট বার্তার মাধ্যমে টুইটার ব্যবহার করছেন? অনুসরণ অনুসরণ করা কর্মসমূহ:অনুসরণ না করা অবরুদ্ধ অবরোধ মুক্ত মুলতুবি বাতিল Angry Ken Denike ‏ @AngryKenDenike ১৬ সেপ্টেম্বর VINCE READY IS LEAVING TOWN TOMORROW? VINCE! VINCE! DO YOU NEED A RIDE TO THE AIRPORT?! VINCE! IT'S ME! KEN! #bced #bcpoli #vanpoli প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট পুনঃটুইটগুলি ১৭ প্রিয় ১৯ ১১:১৭ অপরাহ্ণ - ১৫ সেপ্টেম্বর, ২০১৪ Angry Ken Denike থেকে কোন আপডেট মিস্ করবেন না © 2014 টুইটার সম্বন্ধে সহায়তা বিজ্ঞপ্তি তথ্য বন্ধ মিডিয়াটিকে চিহ্নিত করুন এটি ইতিমধ্যে সংবেদনশীল কন্টেন্ট ধারণকারী হিসাবে চিহ্নিত হয়েছে। পতাকা তুলুন এটি সম্ভাব্যরূপে অবৈধ বিষয়বস্তুর ধারণকারী হিসেবে। সমর্পণ করা বাতিল মিডিয়াকে চিহ্নিত করা সম্পর্কে আরো জানুন খারিজ বন্ধ পূর্ববর্তী পরবর্তী বন্ধ একজন ব্যক্তির প্রোফাইলে যান সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ বন্ধ আপনার অনুসরণকারীদের এই পুনঃটুইটটি পাঠাবেন? বাতিল পুনঃটুইট বন্ধ আপনি কি নিশ্চিত যে এই টুইট মুছে দিতে চান? বাতিল মুছে ফেলুন বন্ধ রোধ করন বাতিল রোধ করন আপনার টুইটসমুহে একটি অবস্থান যুক্ত করুন যখন একটি অবস্থানের সঙ্গে আপনার টুইট করেন, টুইটার সেই অবস্থান সংরক্ষণ করে। প্রত্যেক টুইটের আগে আপনি আপনার অবস্থান চালু / বন্ধ করতে পারেন, এবং যে কোনও সময় আপনি আপনার অবস্থানের ইতিহাস মুছে ফেলতে পারেন। আরো জানুন অবস্থান চালু করুন এখন নয় স্থান বন্ধ করুন বন্ধ প্রোফাইল সারসংক্ষেপ বন্ধ আপনার তালিকাসমূহ বন্ধ একটি নতুন তালিকা তৈরি করুন নাম তালিকা বিবরণ 100 অক্ষরের কম, ঐচ্ছিক তালিকাসমূহ:গোপনীয়তা সাধারণ · যে কেউ এই তালিকা অনুসরণ করতে পারেন ব্যক্তিগত · শুধুমাত্র আপনিই এই তালিকায় প্রবেশ করতে পারবেন তালিকা সংরক্ষণ করুন বন্ধ বন্ধ এই টুইট স্থাপিত কর আপনার নীচের ওয়েবসাইটে কোডটি অনুলিপি দ্বারা এই টুইট যোগ করুন * আরও জানুন হুম, সার্ভারে পৌঁছনোর একটি সমস্যা ছিল। পরে আবার চেষ্টা করবেন? প্রকৃত টুইট অন্তর্ভুক্ত করুন অন্তর্ভুক্ত মিডিয়া প্রাকদর্শন বন্ধ টুইটারে নিবন্ধন করুন টুইটারে নেই? নিবন্ধন করুন, আপনির পছন্দের বিষয়গুলির সাথে যুক্ত হন, এবং তাদের বিষয়ে হালনাগাদ পান। একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন » বন্ধ দুটি উপায় (প্রেরণ এবং গ্রহণ) শর্ট কোড: দেশ কোড গ্রাহকদের জন্য মার্কিন যুক্তরাষ্ট্র 40404 (যে কোন) কানাডা 21212 (যে কোন) যুক্তরাজ্য 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM হাইতি 40404 Digicel, Voila আয়ারল্যান্ড 51210 Vodafone, O2 ভারত 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance ইন্দোনেশিয়া 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » অন্য দেশসমুহের এসএসএস সংক্ষিপ্ত কোড দেখুন বন্ধ নিশ্চিতকরণ)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=19508,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 1, September 2009  Grandmothers to grandmothers By Ariel Eastman Stephen Lewis Foundation African grandmothers have become the heart of the response to the HIV/AIDS pandemic. As the guardians of children who represent the future and hope of Africa, it is clear that special intervention is needed on their behalf. The Stephen Lewis Foundation’s Grandmothers to Grandmothers Campaign does just that by supporting grandmothers in sub-Saharan Africa who are raising millions of children orphaned by AIDS. As recent studies show in Africa and in British Columbia, children living with their grandparents fare better in school than those living with other relatives or foster parents. I became involved with the Grandmothers Campaign because I, too, am raising my three-year-old grandson and I am well aware of the day-to-day care of a little child along with a full-time teaching career. I think of the African grannies every time I give him a bath and realize how easy it is to simply turn on the tap and get fresh clean water. I think how easy it is to cook food at the touch of a button. When I had to take him to a hospital at 11:30 one night last summer, I thought how accessible help is to me and what it must be like for African grandmothers to watch helplessly as their children and grandchildren suffer before their eyes. Here, a growing number of grandparents are raising their grandchildren. According to the Canada Census 2001, of the 8,780 children in British Columbia being raised by grandparents, two-thirds were women and 46% were retired. My husband and I have joined a local Grandparents Raising Grandparents support group and are amazed at the personal stories that speak of courage, commitment, and love. As a group, we are finding our collective voice and are advocating for increased awareness of our challenges and the resources available, including financial support. The orphans in Africa will lead the continent out of the AIDS pandemic. Support for the grandmothers caring for them is a responsibility I cannot ignore. When Stephen Lewis, humanitarian and former United Nations Special Envoy for HIV/AIDS, spoke at the University of the Fraser Valley on International Women’s Day (March 8, 2008), my grandmothers’ group, the Abbotsford Area Gogos, was born. We belong to a regional network of grandmother and grand“other” groups in Southwestern BC who operate under an umbrella called Greater Van Gogos (gogo is the Zulu word for grandmother). BC boasts 52 grandmother groups and many of us are teachers or retired teachers and principals who have a wealth of experience to add to our commitment to our African sisters. Stephen Lewis established the foundation that bears his name in 2003. In 2006, on the eve of International Women’s Day, he challenged Canadian grandmothers to bond with their African sisters. Later that year, the SLF brought together 100 African grandmothers and 200 Canadian grandmothers in Toronto. At the end of their three-day gathering, the African grandmothers promised, “We will not raise our children for the grave,” and the Canadian grandmothers promised, “We will not rest until they rest.” In just over three years, we have more than 200 grandmother groups across Canada representing well over 5,000 individuals. Our mission is threefold: fundraising, awareness (education), and advocacy. The Grandmothers Campaign has raised more than $6 million and has become an important component of the SLF’s fundraising efforts. What’s different about this campaign is that the SLF singles out grandmothers in Africa as having special needs. I am impressed by the way the African projects build community at a grassroots level. The projects provide grandmothers with counseling, school fees, and uniforms for their grandchildren, and support for income-generating programs such as sewing and other crafts community gardens. Our advocacy efforts resulted in a 32,000-signature petition, presented to Parliament in March of this year, asking the government to keep its promises on foreign aid, contributing our fair share of the Global Fund to fight AIDS, TB, and Malaria, and to speed the delivery of generic drugs to Africa. This fall, we will turn our advocacy efforts to the Millenium Development Goal No. 2—free, universal primary (up to Grade 8) education for boys and girls throughout the world. Many BC grandmother groups are already working closely with teachers and school administrators providing speakers and fundraising ideas to staff, parents, and students. Several retired educators, within Greater Van Gogos, have formed a Schools Working Group and are developing programs appropriate for all grade levels that will engage teachers and students in supporting the inspiring work of the Stephen Lewis Foundation. While the gogos prefer to present at school assemblies, they will tailor programs for interested classroom teachers, if time permits. In the Vancouver area, contact Ann Marrs at welisagogos@gmail.com. For more information go to stephenlewisfoundation.org and if you’d like to hold a fundraiser in your school, e-mail community@stephenlewisfoundation.org. To find a grandmothers group in your area, go to www.grandmotherscampaign.org and click on “group profiles.” Ariel Eastman teaches at Sardis Secondary School, Chilliwack. ariel_eastman@sd.33.net. Dare to Dine In October, Stephen Lewis is challenging Canadians to partici‚pate in A Dare to Remember: Ordinary people doing extraordinary things. The idea for this nation-wide fundraising week was inspired by African communities where every single day, ordinary peopleógrandmothers, children, womenóare forced by the AIDS pandemic to go above and beyond what they thought was humanly possible. During the week of October 17ñ25, 2009, thousands of Canadians will choose a memorable dareósomething funny, healthy, kind, sporty, anything at allóset a personal fundraising goal, and ask their friends, family, and colleagues to sponsor them. All proceeds will go to the Stephen Lewis Foundation to support community-based organizations that are turning the tide of AIDS in Africa. As part of the SLFís Grand‚mothers to Grandmothers Campaign, Canadian grandmothers are taking on A Dare to Remember by holding 1,000 dinners during this week. Called ìDare to Dineî dinner hosts will collect donations from their guests and the money raised will be allocated to the courageous and resilient grandmothers of Africa. For more information on this initiative, go to www.stephenlewisfoundation.org. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=27655,BCTF News Releases  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources   For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development News Release Archives 2014  2013  2012    2011 2010  2009  2008 2007  2006  Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2012 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  July 26, 2012 BC teacher runs 22 marathons in 22 days against Bill 22 His classroom may be closed for the summer, but North Vancouver primary teacher Ian Cunliffe won’t be taking any time off. On August 8, Ian will begin in Sparwood, BC, to run and walk over 1,100 km across British Columbia. An incredible attempt of a marathon a day for 22 days to draw public attention to the decade of staggering cuts to BC public education by the Liberal government. In his six years of teaching, Ian has witnessed the continued erosion of funding to schools across British Columbia and the impact these cuts are having on students. With an education funding shortfall once more projected for 2013, Ian feels that he can no longer remain silent and has decided to take a stand.  “For years now we have been asked to do more with less. We’ve reached the point where the average teacher is spending over $1,000 of their own take-home pay trying to bridge the funding shortfall in order to meet the needs of their students.  Teachers are kind-hearted and reasonable people, but this government has refused to listen to our very real concerns. Teachers are worried about overcrowded classrooms, inadequate supplies, closing school libraries, overburdened counsellors and learning assistance teachers, and unsupported special needs students.  The public needs to understand what’s going on. They need to start asking why private schools have continued to receive increased funding while public schools are having their funding hacked to the bone. It’s time for people to demand that government commit to adequately funding our public school system to ensure every student has an equal opportunity to succeed.”  Ian is a primary school teacher and teacher-librarian with the North Vancouver school district. He is a parent of two young children and has completed several ultra marathons, including the world’s toughest race, the Marathon Des Sables (a 240 km race across the Sahara).  Follow his journey at:  http://www.facebook.com/22MarathonsAgainstBill22  -  30  - For more information, contact David Halme, BCTF Communications Assistant Director, at 604-871-1883.   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20140924,www.huffingtonpost.ca,http://www.huffingtonpost.ca/mellissa-kimberley/bc-teachers-strike-2014-cost_b_5839236.html,B.C. Teachers' Strike 2014: At What Cost? | Mellissa Kimberley View mobile site September 24, 2014 Huffpost Canada British Columbia ca Edition: ca Show/Hide Brasil BR Canada CA Deutschland DE España ES France FR Italia IT 日本 (Japan) JP 한국 (Korea) KR Maghreb MG United Kingdom UK United States US Region: BC Show/Hide All Canada Alberta British Columbia Québec (en français) Follow Newsletters Get Canada British ColumbiaNewsletters Email address Enter Email Address Huffington Post Search Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search iOS app Android app More Log in Create Account Notifications 0 $USERNAME Profile Settings Logout FRONT PAGE Politics Trudeau To Boycott Sun News After Host Calls Father A 'Slut' 707 Meet Canada's Youngest Premier-Elect 60 Rob Ford Leaves Hospital 0 'So Nice Of Him To Show Up' 0 WATCH: Tory MP Ignores Questions About Iraq. Talks About Israel Instead 0 Go to Politics More in Politics The Pulse Stephen Harper You Might Also Like US Politics UK Politics Business Netflix Says 'No' To CRTC Demand 34 Loonie Headed Below 85 Cents: CIBC 18 BlackBerry Undercuts Apple, Samsung With New Phone 9 8 Things You Need To Know From Canada's Big Bank Economists 9 Julian Assange Praises Canada 31 Go to Business More in Business Small Business Money You Might Also Like Tech TechCrunch Autoblog WorldPost This Is How ISIS Makes $3 Million A Day 165 Islamic Militants Parade Captured Iraqi Soldiers 14 Israeli Military Shoots Down Syrian Warplane 239 Watch This Bicyclist Cheat Death Twice 45 Wife Of ISIS Hostage Receives Recording Of Husband Pleading For His Life 0 Go to WorldPost More in WorldPost Foreign Affairs World Elections Arab Uprising Afghanistan War Syria Crisis You Might Also Like Travel Impact Living 25 Seriously Delicious Places To Eat In London, Ont. 9 20 Perfect Halloween Costume Ideas For Two 0 Toronto Man's Incredible 215-Pound Weight Loss Story 2 ► This Man Has Up To 100 Orgasms A Day 0 How Do You Wish Someone A Happy Rosh Hashanah? 2 Go to Living You Might Also Like Healthy Living Food Recipes Divorce Women Parentdish Green Post50 Weddings Style LOOK: This $30 Wedding Dress Is Gorgeous 4 The Kim Kardashian Pics We Should Be Looking At 0 Elisha Cuthbert's Hair Never Changes 3 The Best Fall Loafers 0 15 Stylish Fall Jackets For Women 0 Go to Style More in Style Beauty Fashion Celeb Style Entertaining and Etiquette Stylelist Canada Wedding Style Home Style You Might Also Like Style (U.S.) Weddings Stylelist Canada Entertainment Katherine Heigl Parties In A Bikini Because Summer Isn't Over Yet 18 Jennifer Lopez Takes The Stage In A Sheer Bodysuit 233 Kris And Bruce Jenner Finally File For Divorce 155 'Modern Family' Star Says She Was The Victim Of Domestic Assault 0 Aaron Carter Responds To Hilary Duff's Comments About Love 32 Go to Entertainment You Might Also Like Music Celebrity TV Moviefone Arts This Is The Last Generation Of Scarification In Africa 10 How David Bowie Turned Identity Into An Art 12 Spectacular Black-And-White Portraits Shed Light On Bangladesh's Third Gender 2 Everything You Need To Know About The Story Behind Tim Burton's 'Big Eyes' 1 Meet Female Photographers Changing The Way Women Are Portrayed 0 Go to Arts You Might Also Like Books Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Religion Alberta LOOK: Suburban Home Becomes Tim Hortons Overnight 8 Mayerthorpe Convict Granted Day Parole 0 LOOK: Calgary Homes The Average Buyer Can Afford 3 Take A Tour Of Calgary's New Central Public Library 0 Hospital ER Reopens After Ebola Ruled Out 0 Go to Alberta More in Alberta Alberta Politics Alberta Business Alison Redford Calgary Edmonton British Columbia It's Time For B.C. Teachers To Stop Lying To Parents 25 LOOK: B.C. Killer Whales From A Whole New Angle 3 LOOK: Dreamy B.C. Farmhouse For Sale 2 Convicted Rapist Charged In B.C. Teen's Killing 15 Mall's New Play Area Has iPads. Just iPads. 0 Go to British Columbia More in British Columbia B.C. Politics B.C. Business Christy Clark Vancouver All Sections News Canada Politics Canada Business US Politics US Business World Media Sports Education Crime Weird News Good News Daily Finance Entertainment Entertainment Music TV Celebrity Comedy Arts Books Moviefone Life & Style Living Style Home Healthy Living Taste Weddings Travel Parents Divorce HuffPost 50 Marlo Thomas OWN Tech & Science Tech Science Green TEDWeekends Techcrunch Engadget TUAW Joystiq Voices Impact Women Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Religion College Teen Local Quebec (French) Calgary Montreal Ottawa Toronto Vancouver Winnipeg Mapquest Patch.com Our Mobile Apps: iPhone iPad HuffPost Live iPad Android Phone Android Tablet British Columbia B.C. Politics B.C. Business Christy Clark Vancouver It's Time For B.C. Teachers To Stop Lying To Parents 2014-09-23 15:45:49 Mall's New Play Area Has iPads. Just iPads. 2014-09-23 18:33:02 LOOK: B.C. Killer Whales From A Whole New Angle 2014-09-22 17:59:26 Aboriginal 'Watchman' Opened Sacred Burial Boxes For Tourists 2014-09-21 18:20:54 PHOTOS: Jeep Does Doughnuts. Jeep Gets Stuck. River Wins. 2014-09-23 01:45:51 Convicted Rapist Charged In B.C. Teen's Killing 2014-09-22 19:16:58 LOOK: Dreamy B.C. Farmhouse For Sale 2014-09-22 16:40:51 5 Must-See Films At VIFF 2014 2014-09-22 18:11:51 WATCH: Hangry Girlfriend Just Wants Her Damn Breakfast 2014-09-19 16:09:29 Police Search For Missing B.C. Teen's Killer 2014-09-18 01:02:07 3-Time Olympic Gold Medallist Joins Vancouver Police 2014-09-22 15:04:24 LOOK: Visionary Vancouver Buildings (And They're Stunning Too) 2014-09-20 02:29:19 WATCH: 'You're The Most Unusual Fishing Partner I've Ever Had' 2014-09-23 15:59:58 Teachers Shut Out Of B.C. Liberal Fundraiser After 'Security' Concerns 2014-09-21 00:24:50 WATCH: Dozens Of B.C. Whales Leave Boaters Gasping 2014-09-18 16:18:45 Previous Story Next Story The Blog Featuring fresh takes and real-time analysis from HuffPost's signature lineup of contributors Mellissa Kimberley Become a fan Mother, Artisan, Lifelong Learner Email B.C. Teachers' Strike 2014: At What Cost? Posted: 09/17/2014 6:15 pm EDT Updated: 09/17/2014 6:59 pm EDT David Sacks via Getty Images Share Tweet Email Comment tumblr reddit Here we are, waiting with bated breath while the B.C. Teachers' Federation seeks to ratify the settlement reached just about 24 hours ago. And I am wholly unprepared for what is to come. Normally, I eagerly await the beginning of school, buying school supplies (I always pick up a few office supplies for myself, because a compulsive list-maker needs notepads), finding a new outfit for each child, and spending time sorting out snacks, re-setting sleep schedules and returning our home to an oasis of relative calm from the usual summer chaos. But not this year. Instead, I purchased the barest minimum of school supplies to get my kids started off for the year, and I am left wondering when precisely that will be. Friday? Monday? Sometime around the 23rd? I haven't bought any new clothes, because whatever money we have has to last us until Hubby's next paycheque comes in, whenever that is. Back-to-school shopping was replaced with food stockpiling; my daughter needs a new bike, but we needed to make sure we could pay rent and utilities to keep a roof over our heads in the face of being virtually penniless by Sept. 15th. Why do I sound so alarmist? It's simple: I am the wife of a B.C. public school teacher. We are still working to re-pay 11 years of student loans for my husband's three degrees. I carry the remainder of the collective debt I shouldered in my divorce eight years ago. There is no nest egg, no rainy day fund. We live simply. We don't have cable; we eschewed a landline to reduce our phone expenses; and we don't go to the movies unless it's at the second-run theatre, and even then, only on cheap Tuesday. Our kids have handheld devices thanks to the largesse of grandparents, when they upgraded their own phones. Our home is filled with second-hand furniture and electronics, and our big expenditure this year was a $70 splash pool so that we wouldn't be paying out of pocket to take the kids to the rec centre. We buy our gas and dairy south of the line, because that's how we can afford gas and dairy. We cancelled the kids' martial arts lessons, and they have not been replaced with other activities. My daughter would dearly love to take piano lessons, but I just can't justify the expense right now. 'Real life comes first' We have had to significantly curtail our activities in a hobby group that serves as a stress release for us for the past several years. The unofficial motto of our group is "Real life comes first," and we have really put that to the test this year, forgoing events and delegating responsibilities because it just wasn't financially responsible to go. We are careful with our money. I have a calendar where I write down every bill, every due date, every time money comes into our house. I painstakingly monitor when each gets paid to ensure that we are never at risk of having our power cut off, or of getting an angry call from the landlord. These past three months have been an exercise in spinning plates, deciding what bills must be paid now and which can sit for a month; making those excruciatingly embarrassing phone calls to utility companies to ask for extensions, explaining our circumstances and hoping for an understanding and lenient person on the other end of the phone. I can't help but shake my head, because shouldn't teachers with their professional training be able to make ends meet better than this? We have four children. The oldest is 12 and will enter middle school this year; the youngest has just turned four and is at home for another year. The agreement we made was that while the kids were small, one of us would be at home with them. My husband's earning potential is higher, so it was a no-brainer. Even so, this summer, I have secured some very part-time work, and I am earning some money doing commission crafts. I have also made a preliminary inquiry about a job that would give more hours, and hopefully, keep the wolves from the door for long enough to see a resolution to the dispute. My husband would have sought out another job in the interim, but no employer in his right mind would hire someone who would leave as soon as the labour dispute ended. The full gamut of emotions I've seen my husband run the full gamut of emotions during this whole thing. Many days, I've seen him bring home a bag weighed down to the breaking point with marking. I have watched him formulate letters to parents, and I have watched him organize strike shifts; I have seen his face light up when reading a student's essay, and I have seen him despair in the face of the government's contempt for his profession. It breaks my heart to see that a government that is supposed to be representative of the people of B.C. would expend so much energy and taxpayer dollars vilifying the very people who educate our children and bring forth generation after generation of critical thinkers, decision makers, artists, athletes, and public servants. To watch as they seek to dismantle one of the best education systems in the world in order to churn out worker drones for their pet projects. The spin doctors did their job well for the government, because I lost count of the times I heard or saw someone spout off about how much money teachers make, complain about how much time off teachers get, or how greedy teachers are for asking for a raise that amounts to less than the cost of living. Financial remuneration was just a small part of the negotiations; this went far deeper than simply how much to pay teachers. This struck at the core of what we stand for as a democratic society. I have lost all faith in the provincial government. I have no belief that they have any interest whatsoever in preserving a strong public education system, or with truly working with education professionals to facilitate that. What I saw was my children being denied their right to an education while the BC Liberals tried to either starve out teachers, or wait out the appeal of Justice Susan Griffin's decision next month. How long will it be before the next public employees' union is in the cross hairs of the BC Liberal machine? How long will they be on the picket line to protect their constitutional rights? How many others will come out to lend support, to stand with them in solidarity? How long must we all suffer at the hands of people who have no thought for the people they purport to serve? ALSO ON HUFFPOST: Close  B.C. Teachers' Strike 2014 of   Coquitlam teachers get information before voting on a contract deal with the province on Sept. 18, 2014. Coquitlam teachers gather to vote on the contract deal with the province on Sept. 18, 2014. Teachers celebrate news of a tentative deal in their contract dispute with the province on Sept. 16, 2014. Jim Iker, president of the B.C. Teachers' Federation, recommended members ratify the tentative deal at a news conference in Vancouver on Sept. 16, 2014. Premier Christy Clark beamed and patted Education Minister Peter Fassbender on the back as she thanked students and parents for their patience at a news conference on Sept. 16, 2014. A teacher holds a sign referring to mediator Vince Ready. Teachers in Kelowna were all smiles on Sept. 16, 2014 as they welcomed news a tentative deal was reached between their union and the province. The bargaining team and table officers of the B.C. Teachers' Federation at the Delta Hotel where a tentative deal was reached on Sept. 16, 2014. Parents rallied and marched in downtown Vancouver on Sept. 14, 2014 to support striking public teachers. Striking teachers bundle up in Fort Nelson on Sept. 12, 2014. Click here for full coverage of the contract dispute. A rally in Kamloops on Sept. 8, 2014. Executives of the B.C. Teachers' Federation thank other unions for their support. A rally in Abbotsford on Sept. 5, 2014. Hundreds rallied at Vancouver's Canada Place on Sept. 5, 2014. McGee Secondary School classrooms in Vancouver sit empty on Sept. 5, 2014 during what was supposed to be the first week of school. A reporter tries to ask a question as B.C. Premier Christy Clark and Education Minister Peter Fassbender talk about the ongoing teachers' dispute at a news conference in Vancouver on Sept. 3, 2014. B.C. Premier Christy Clark and Education Minister Peter Fassbender leave a news conference after talking about the ongoing teachers' dispute in Vancouver on Sept.3, 2014. B.C students who are missing public school because of the teachers' strike rallied in front of the Vancouver Art Gallery on Sept. 2, 2014 against the job action. Emma Jackson, 14, entering Grade 10 at Windermere Secondary School, holds a sign with purposely misspelled words. Cleo Petric-Neighbour, left, and her friend Milan Gill, both six years old and entering Grade 1 at Lord Roberts Elementary School hold signs at the Vancouver rally. Ray Stewart, a teacher from Keating Elementary Saanich School district, joins parents, teachers and politicians rallying for B.C. education dubbed "Christy's Class" during a teach-in on the B.C. Legislature lawn in Victoria, B.C., Sept. 2, 2014 during what should be the first day of classes across the province. Kids draw chalk outlines as they join with their parents, teachers and politicians rally on the B.C. Legislature lawn in Victoria, B.C., September 2, 2014 during what should be the first day of classes across the province. Teachers walk the picket line outside the Britannia Secondary and Elementary Schools in Vancouver on Tuesday, Sept. 2, 2014. Teachers man the picket line outside the Britannia Secondary and Elementary Schools in Vancouver, B.C. Tuesday, Sept. 2, 2014. B.C. Teachers' Federation (BCTF) President Jim Iker speaks to the media regarding the ongoing teachers strike outside the Britannia Secondary and Elementary Schools in Vancouver on Tuesday, Sept. 2, 2014. Terri Scott, a sub-local president in Stewart, B.C., gets an unexpected picket line visitor on Aug. 29, 2014. B.C. Education Minister Peter Fassbender speaks about the teachers' strike and confirms classes at public school will not begin as scheduled, during a news conference in Vancouver, B.C., on Sunday Aug. 31, 2014. Mediator Vince Ready arrives at exploratory talks in the B.C. teachers' dispute on Aug. 28, 2014. After two days, he walked away from the meetings, saying the two sides were still too far apart for mediation to begin. B.C. Teachers' Federation president Jim Iker listens to a reporter's question in Victoria, B.C. on Aug. 27, 2014 after a meeting with all sides in the teachers' contract dispute at the legislature in Victoria. Education Minister Peter Fassbender speaks to media in Victoria, B.C., Aug. 27, 2014. A face-to-face meeting between all sides in the strike by public school teachers was held at the legislature in Victoria. Click here for full coverage of the contract dispute. B.C. senior government negotiator Peter Cameron speaks to media in Victoria, B.C. on Aug. 27, 2014 after a meeting with all sides in the teachers' contract dispute at the legislature in Victoria. Teachers rally in Kamloops where their union was holding its summer meeting on Aug. 24, 2014. Teachers gather in Campbell River on Aug. 8, 2014. Pickets have been held every Wednesday in Vernon. The Creston Valley Teachers' Association have been picketing in August. Saanich teachers were out raising support for their cause in early August. Rally in Vanderhoof. Rally in Vanderhoof. Rally in Vanderhoof. Teachers hold signs in Fort Nelson. A picket line in Kamloops-Thompson on Aug. 7, 2014. Teachers picket in front of Conrad Elementary School in Prince Rupert on Aug. 5, 2014. Teachers picket in Creston, B.C. on July 29, 2014. Gwen Floyd, centre, and her sons Quinlan Floyd, 5, dressed as Batman and Aidan Floyd, 9, dressed as a police officer, walk the picket line with teachers Brigitte Boily, left, Matthew McBride and Olivier Salvas, far right, outside L'Ecole Bilingue Elementary School on the first day of a full-scale walkout by B.C. public school teachers in Vancouver on June 17, 2014. Dressed as a police officer Aidan Floyd, 9, left, and his brother Quinlan Floyd, 5, dressed as Batman, walk with striking teachers and their mom, Gwen Floyd outside L'Ecole Bilingue Elementary School on the first day of a full-scale walkout by B.C. public school teachers in Vancouver on June 17, 2014. From left to right, Caroline Lichimo, a Grade 1 teacher, Lyse Cote, a teacher librarian, and Ginaya Peters, who teaches French immersion to special needs students, talk while sitting on the picket line outside Lord Tennyson Elementary School on the first day of a full-scale walkout by B.C. public school teachers in Vancouver on June 17, 2014. B.C. Education Minister Peter Fassbender walks to meet reporters in Vancouver on the first day of a full-scale walkout by B.C. public school teachers. B.C. Education Minister Peter Fassbender speaks about the status of bargaining with the teachers' union on June 17, 2014. Hundreds of B.C. teachers, parents and other union supporters rallied on the lawn of the B.C. legislature on June 16, 2014 in Victoria to protest against Premier Christy Clark and the government's latest contract offer. Click here for stories on the contract dispute. B.C. Teachers' Federation head Jim Iker speaks to media on the first day of the union's full-scale walkout on June 17, 2014. Teachers walk the picket line in Fort Nelson, B.C. on the first day of the full-scale strike on June 17, 2014. Teachers walk the picket line in Fort Nelson, B.C. on June 17, 2014. Teachers walk the picket line in Burnaby, B.C. on June 17, 2014. Teachers walk the picket line in Burnaby, B.C. on June 17, 2014. A rally in support of the BCTF was held in Victoria on June 16. A rally in support of the BCTF was held in Victoria on June 16. Hundreds of teachers rally at Bill Copeland Arena in Burnaby on June 16, 2014. Hundreds of teachers rally in Burnaby on June 16, 2014. Hundreds of teachers rally in Burnaby on June 16, 2014. Hundreds of teachers rally in Burnaby on June 16, 2014. Hundreds of teachers rally in Burnaby on June 16, 2014. Hundreds of teachers rally in Burnaby on June 16, 2014. Hundreds of teachers rally in Burnaby on June 16, 2014. Students use protest signs referencing the "Harry Potter" franchise and B.C. Education Minister Peter Fassbender. A crowd rallies in front of the Vancouver office of the B.C. Public School Employers' Association on June 10, 2014. A crowd rallies in front of the Vancouver office of the B.C. Public School Employers' Association on June 10, 2014. A crowd rallies in front of the Vancouver office of the B.C. Public School Employers' Association on June 10, 2014. A crowd rallies in front of the Vancouver office of the B.C. Public School Employers' Association on June 10, 2014. A crowd rallies in front of the Vancouver office of the B.C. Public School Employers' Association on June 10, 2014. A crowd rallies in front of the Vancouver office of the B.C. Public School Employers' Association on June 10, 2014. A crowd rallies in front of the Vancouver office of the B.C. Public School Employers' Association on June 10, 2014. NDP MLA Adrian Dix addresses the crowd at a rally in front of the Vancouver office of the B.C. Public School Employers' Association on June 10, 2014. A record turnout of teachers voted on escalating job action to a full-scale strike on June 9/10, 2014. A record turnout of teachers voted on escalating job action to a full-scale strike on June 9/10, 2014. A crowd rallies in Victoria on June 10, 2014. Teachers in Vancouver eat their lunch on the street because they're locked out during their midday break. Hundreds attend a rally in Surrey, B.C. on June 7, 2014 to support teachers in their contract dispute with the province. Hundreds attend a rally in Surrey, B.C. on June 7, 2014 to support teachers in their contract dispute with the province. Hundreds attend a rally in Surrey, B.C. on June 7, 2014 to support teachers in their contract dispute with the province. Hundreds attend a rally in Surrey, B.C. on June 7, 2014 to support teachers in their contract dispute with the province. Hundreds attend a rally in Surrey, B.C. on June 7, 2014 to support teachers in their contract dispute with the province. Hundreds attend a rally in Surrey, B.C. on June 7, 2014 to support teachers in their contract dispute with the province. Hundreds attend a rally in Surrey, B.C. on June 7, 2014 to support teachers in their contract dispute with the province. Hundreds attend a rally in Surrey, B.C. on June 7, 2014 to support teachers in their contract dispute with the province. Hundreds attend a rally in Surrey, B.C. on June 7, 2014 to support teachers in their contract dispute with the province. Hundreds attend a rally in Surrey, B.C. on June 7, 2014 to support teachers in their contract dispute with the province. Parents support teachers on the picket line in Summerland on June 6, 2014. Teachers take a stand in Pemberton on June 6, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Students show their support for B.C. teachers on the steps of the Vancouver Art Gallery. Students at John Oliver Secondary School in Vancouver walked out of class on June 4, 2014 to protest being put in the middle of the contract dispute between teachers and the province. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Students at John Oliver Secondary School in Vancouver walked out of class on June 4, 2014 to protest being put in the middle of the contract dispute between teachers and the province. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Students in Campbell River walked out of class on June 4, 2014 to protest being put in the middle of the contract dispute between teachers and the province. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers rally in Comox, B.C. on June 3, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Members from the BCTF francophonie local picket outside Ecole Au Coeur De L'ile in Comox. Members of the B.C. Federation of Labour and Canadian Labour Congress gather to support teachers outside Cambie Secondary School in Richmond, B.C. on June 2, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Members of CUPE join teachers on the picket line at Mitchell Elementary in Richmond, B.C. on June 2, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Union leaders speak to media on June 2, 2014 in Richmond, B.C. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers picket in West Kelowna on June 2, 2014. B.C. Teachers' Federal president Jim Iker speaks to teachers outside Princess Margaret School in Surrey on May 29, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Striking outside the Invergarry Adult Education Centre in Surrey, B.C. on May 29, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. B.C. Teachers' Federal president Jim Iker speaks to teachers outside Invergarry Adult Education Centre in Surrey on May 29, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers wave to supporters outside Valleyview Secondary School in Kamloops on May 28, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers picket in Kamloops on May 28, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. A student shows support for teachers in Kamloops on May 28, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. A teacher pickets on horseback in 150 Mile House on May 27, 2014. A sign posted on a classroom door at Vancouver Technical Secondary School. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers rally during rush hour in Kelowna on May 27, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Kelowna teachers wore pink and rallied from the city's overpasses on May 27, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. A sign of support for B.C. teachers from a house in Kelowna. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers in Richmond pass time on the 3:30 a.m. shift on the picket line on May 27, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Students and parents left a message for teachers in Richmond on May 27, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. On the picket line with an effigy of B.C. Premier Christy Clark at Kitsilano Secondary School on May 26, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. A student from City School speaks to a teacher on the picket line in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. On the picket line at Kitsilano Secondary School on May 26, 2014. Click here for more on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. A teacher on strike at Britannia Secondary School in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Click here for more on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers stand under the sign for Templeton High School in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Click here for more on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers on strike speak to a supporter outside Templeton Secondary School in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Ryan Tanabe, left, a teacher, and his father Rod Tanabe, a counsellor teacher at Killarney Secondary School, walk the picket line outside the school in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Click here for more on the B.C. teachers contract dispute. Teachers in the central Okanagan were part of rotating strikes on May 27, 2014. These are educators from Constable Neil Bruce Middle School in West Kelowna. Supporters of B.C. teachers rally in the Sooke School District. Surrey teachers pose with their growing pile of marking during the first day of rotating strikes. Teachers picket in New Westminster on May 26, the first day of rotating strikes in a contract dispute with the province. Grade 12 Eric Hamber Secondary student Sarah Bercic wears a T-shirt supporting B.C. teachers. Teachers picket in Penticton on May 26, the first day of rotating strikes in a contract dispute with the province. Anya Prokopeva, 8, a Grade 3 student in New Westminister, and her mom Julie Prokopeva, right, a member of the support staff at Killarney Secondary School, pass by striking teachers as they leave after walking the picket line outside the school in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Anya Prokopeva, 8, a Grade 3 student in New Westminister, uses a strike sign for shade rests as her mom Julie Prokopeva, a member of the support staff at Killarney Secondary School, walks a picket line outside the school in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. One of the earliest picket lines on the first day of the teachers' walkout was in Golden, B.C., which is in the Mountain time zone. Jim Iker, president of the B.C. Teachers' Federation, speaks to reporters on May 26, the first day of rotating strikes, at Vancouver's Charles Dickens Elementary. Jim Iker, president of the B.C. Teachers' Federation, speaks to reporters on May 26, the first day of rotating strikes, at Vancouver's Charles Dickens Elementary. Jim Iker, president of the B.C. Teachers' Federation, speaks to reporters on May 26, the first day of rotating strikes, at Vancouver's Charles Dickens Elementary. Striking teachers man a picket line outside Killarney Secondary School in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Public school teachers across British Columbia started rotating strikes Monday, a move that will put more than half a million students out of class for one day each this week. B.C. NDP Leader John Horgan poses with teachers in the Sooke School District. A rally in Coquitlam on May 25. Premier Christy Clark's face is seen on anti-bullying T-shirts at a rally in Coquitlam. Surrey teachers at Johnston Heights Secondary rally on May 23, 2014.  Share  Tweet  ✖ Advertisement Share this ✖ close Current Slide More: Cost of Bc Teachers Strike Bc School Strike Bc Teachers Strike Update BC Politics Bc School Strike 2014 Bc Teacher Strike Bc Teachers Strike Parents BC Teachers Strike Bc Teacher Strike 2014 B.C. Teachers Strike 2014 Bc Education BC Teachers Teachers Strike Bc 2014 Teacher Strike Bc Teachers Strike BC   Click here to view Conversations Conversations Most Popular It's Time For B.C. Teachers To Stop Lying To Parents Submitted LOOK: B.C. Killer Whales From A Whole New Angle Vancouver Aquarium/NOAA LOOK: Dreamy B.C. Farmhouse For Sale devonowen.com Convicted Rapist Charged In B.C. Teen's Killing RCMP Mall's New Play Area Has iPads. Just iPads. Facebook PHOTOS: Jeep Does Doughnuts. Jeep Gets Stuck. River Wins. Matthew Van Deventer LOOK: Visionary Vancouver Buildings (And They're Stunning Too) Nic Lehoux WATCH: 'You're The Most Unusual Fishing Partner I've Ever Had' YouTube Aboriginal 'Watchman' Opened Sacred Burial Boxes For Tourists Katya Palladina/CP Police Search For Missing B.C. Teen's Killer RCMP Treetops Near West Vancouver Home Lead To Lawsuit clarencedebelle.com B.C. Jail Sex Trial Hears Detachment Was Like Locker Room Andy Sacks via Getty Images First Signs Of Human Life In Canada May Be Here CP/UVic WATCH: Hangry Girlfriend Just Wants Her Damn Breakfast Shawn Anderson 3-Time Olympic Gold Medallist Joins Vancouver Police meghanagosta.com 5 Must-See Films At VIFF 2014 viff.org Teachers Shut Out Of B.C. Liberal Fundraiser After 'Security' Concerns Twitter How BC Ferries Could Save Over $9M Annually CP 'You Know He's Going To Re-Offend' Facebook WATCH: Dozens Of B.C. Whales Leave Boaters Gasping YouTube FOLLOW HUFFPOST Email Email Address Options HuffPost Daily Brief British Columbia Get top stories and blog posts emailed to me each day.. Facebook HuffPost British Columbia Twitter HuffPost Follow British Columbia Follow Google Plus HuffPost British Columbia RSS The Huffington Post British Columbia All RSS / Feeds Phone Available on the App Store Android App on Google Play Get it at Blackberry App World Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search advertise log in make HuffPost your home page RSS careers FAQ user agreement privacy policy comment policy about us about our ads contact us Copyright ©2014 TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. "The Huffington Post" is a registered trademark of TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. All rights reserved. Part of HPMG News Use this form to alert a HuffPost editor about a factual or typographical error in this story. Notify message * Required * * * What kind of error is this? Choose an option Factual or typographical Comment moderation problem Rights and permissions Other * What is the correction? 0 count Describe the error here (1,000 character limit) * Type the words below so we know you are not a cyborg Sign me up for The Huffington Post's Daily Brief Thank you!)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=21551&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > September 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 23, Number 1, September 2010   Raw politics at play: The Vancouver School board report By Noel Herron   Part 1 A dismissive education minister pushes for increased centralization and backs off firing the board after much bluster Months after the controversial comptroller general’s report on the Vancouver Board of Education was tabled in early June 2010, the reverberations from this document have far from diminished across BC. Delivered through the media to Vancouver trustees by Education Minister Margaret MacDiarmid, arguably the most inexperienced and pratfall-prone (think of her outrageous and ridiculed response to the cancellation of the BC School Sports grant) of the four BC education ministers since 2001, the report was widely viewed within the Vancouver education community for what it really was—a blatant political document designed by the BC Liberals to silence their leading critic. It was also crafted with two other goals in mind: to send an unmistakable message to other school boards to be wary of joining the VSB in criticizing Victoria; and, most importantly, from a political perspective, to attempt to smother growing criticism of the Liberals’ chronic underfunding of public schools. In a series of public press conferences characterized by bluster (“I will absolutely make the tough decisions, if I have to…“), brinkmanship, and bullying over a two-month period, MacDiarmid sidestepped the central and crucial funding issue by pointedly ordering the comptroller general to avoid examining “…the structure of the provincial funding model for education.” Leading up to the appointment by the minister of the comptroller general was an amazing display of public and parental dissatisfaction—six happenings, by one account, took place—marches, meetings, parades, and protests, many in front of the minister’s Vancouver constituency office—that demonstrated how the Liberals were losing the public relations battle. A poll commissioned by the BC Society for Public Education and conducted by Angus Reid found that almost 80% of British Columbians wanted more money for public schools. An unprecedented emergency motion from the City of Vancouver calling for increased support for public schools added to the chorus of criticism. Leading the protest were VSB parents from across the city and it was clear by this time that Victoria had to do something about the strong and gathering public opposition to the government’s bogus claim that it was adequately funding public schools. The precipitous drop in public approval for the BC Liberals due to the imposition of the despised HST tax added to the governing party’s angst at this time. The appointment of Cheryl Wenezenki-Yoland, the provincial comptroller general, accompanied by a retinue of 10 provincial civil servants, led by the deputy education minister and his assistant, was a clear indication that Victoria was determined to not only discredit the VSB, but undermine public confidence in a duly elected board that repeatedly refused to bow to the arbitrary and centralizing wishes of an out-of-touch minister. Ostensibly, this was all being done under the guise of providing “a special advisor“ who would “assist” the board. The 88-page document produced was drafted with an aim to not only portray, but to isolate the VSB as an “inefficient” and “ineffective” board directed by an advocacy-obsessed and unqualified group of trustees. The minister charged, “this board is unwilling or unable to manage its resources to protect students.” Reading the report one gets the clear and unmistakable impression that Vancouver was the only board in BC in crisis, when in reality every board in the Lower Mainland (see sidebar) was in deep financial difficulty. A total of $120 million of unfunded costs to the province’s 60 boards, this year alone, was the shortfall estimate provided by the provincial secretary treasurers’ association. Of the 42 recommendations in the report, 10 were well underway by the VSB prior to the appointment of the special advisor while 13 were concocted to give the appearance of so-called “objectivity,” directed at the Ministry of Education. It seems that there is nothing like providing good advice to yourself. There is an astounding, if not swaggering, arrogance to the recommendation that examines the VSB decision-making process and its accompanying committee structure, demanding, in no uncertain terms, that the “Board change its philosophy on consensus decision making to better balance the need for input from stakeholders with operational requirements of the organization…”. The VSB bluntly responded to this by stating: “the Board has no such philosophy as indicated by the recommendation regarding decision making.” The deliberate distortion in this specific recommendation of the role of the long-established and broadly based VSB stakeholder committee structure is both disturbing and unacceptable. VSB committees include, where appropriate, representatives of students, parents, teachers, support staff, principals, excluded and non-excluded staff from various organizations, and groups, and are an exemplar of participatory democracy for many boards. Far from being bogged down in the work of committees and interest groups, this system functions smoothly. There is a profoundly parochial take to this particular recommendation. Participatory democracy it seems did not rate highly with Victoria’s visiting team. However, the ideological bias of the special advisory group truly surfaces when the report demands that “…the Board take immediate steps to fully address the concerns about the lack of impartiality of several of the Trustees.” and especially to curb, “…the political activities of Trustees…” on the VSB Advocacy Committee. The ad hominem attack on the qualifications and capabilities of trustees was singularly inappropriate, not to mention insulting, further diminishing the credibility of this document. The strong public stands by VSB trustees reflected in their own words “…the views of their constituents.” Elections do count and trustees are answerable to their constituents. Andree Janyk, a former Sea to Sky district trustee put it very well, in a letter to The Vancouver Sun, when she wrote: “During election campaigns trustees have to say what they stand for. Citizens vote on a particular school-trustee candidate based on their confidence in that person to bring quality education to the students in the district.” Much to the chagrin of the visiting Victoria bureaucrats and successive Liberal ministers of education, Vancouver trustees not only lambasted but underscored Victoria’s inconsistencies as illustrated by the following four examples over the years: The promotion of community participation in the life schools while cutting Community School grants. The insistence that every service including non-profit daycare, before- and after-school care rentals is maximized for generating revenue (up 700% in a few years) while supposedly supporting early childhood initiatives. The yo-yo approach to the current provincial funding model with the cancellation of the $110 million facilities grant one year and its reinstatement the next. The surreptitious underfunding of incremental salary increases, employee benefits, and inflationary increases in goods and services while averring that the province was adequately funding schools. The list goes on. Absurdly, the report also suggests that the VSB wring concessions from its unions when the province holds the purse strings. After the tabling of the Vancouver report, the minister continued to berate the VSB in the media, finding little time (30 minutes) for her first face-to-face meeting with the board, yet finding plenty of time for extended press conferences. Repeatedly hinting that she would take strong action and fire the board, she gradually backed off this politically risky option, perhaps recalling the unpalatable fate of the discredited 1986 Social Credit government, which dismissed the VSB board of the time only to have it re-elected by an embarrassing 9-0 vote in a subsequent election. Certainly the BC Liberals ongoing, rock-bottom status in public opinion polls put a crimp in her bravura performance and her diminishing options. MacDiarmid’s final gesture in her media war with the VSB was what one observer correctly characterized as provocative. In what must go down as unprecedented in the annals of ministry-school board relations in this province, MacDiarmid publicly demanded that she review and approve the draft VSB budget before the duly elected VSB board of trustees voted on it. This uncalled for and unnecessarily disrespectful gesture of ministerial muscle flexing served only to underline the minister’s overweening arrogance. The VSB filed a balanced budget in late June much the same as trustees had been working on in April before Wenezenki appeared on the scene. The Vancouver report is now history. However, its flawed recommendations and the subsequent ominous comments by the education minister about co-government by the ministry with school boards (Victoria’s code words for increased centralization, suppression of dissent, and unilateral decision-making) hold serious implications for all BC boards. This provincial report itself is the very antithesis of a thoughtful and fair document. It loaded the dice from the outset against the VSB by ignoring the central and crucial issue of the adequacy of education funding. It singled out the VSB for retribution. As one Vancouver trustee memorably put it: “it’s payback time.” Summing up the report, VSB Board Chair Patti Bacchus, wrote: “…our professional staff (who the comptroller tells us to listen to) advised that if we incorporated more of her (the comptroller general’s) recommendations than we already have, we would be in worse financial shape as many would require additional funds for implementation.” This report is replete with an openly dismissive and disrespectful attitude toward school trustees. It raises serious questions about the supposedly non-partisan status of the deputy education minister and his assistant both key advisors in Victoria’s team. It repeatedly undervalues and depreciates local governance in education. The frequently made and repeatedly broken promise that the “…ministry should develop a long-term plan for education to facilitate better long-term planning in the school districts…” will justifiably be greeted with open cynicism in all of the province’s 60 school districts After nine years of cuts, confusion, and crisis any other reaction would be suspect. The rigid, one-size-fits all, recommendations in the report belong to another era. With the province-wide thrust in many of its recommendations, it provides neither futuristic leadership nor good management for education in BC. As such, the Vancouver report should be allowed to gather dust on a shelf where biased and politically motivated documents remain unopened. Part 2 of this analysis will appear in the October Teacher.  Shortfalls in seven Lower Mainland school districts Vancouver is just one of seven Lower Mainland school districts that experienced sharp and ongoing budget crunches this year. The following seven districts ranked by enrolment, including Vancouver, all faced substantial shortfalls. Surrey  Shortfall: $12.3 million on estimated $555 million budget Impact: drawing on snow removal funds to bridge funding gap this year; cutting board staff; extending spring break from one to two weeks; dropping of daytime elementary school custodians; 25% cut in elementary school counsellors; loss of estimated 43 FTE positions this year; over past decade many key programs— ESL and programs for kids with severe learning disabilities—sharply cut or completely eliminated; Surrey has the largest number of portable classrooms in BC, rising to 292 from 217 this year. Vancouver  Shortfall: $16.23 million on $500 million budget Impact: elimination of the three junior Kindergarten programs for 4-year-old inner-city kids (the only ones of their kind in BC); dropping of universal hot-lunch program in five city schools; potential school closures of 12 elementary schools; layoff of almost all board consultants, secretarial positions (board and school-based); layoff of entire school board painting department; shrinking of original six city-wide board administrative areas to two areas; increase in fees to daycare and before and after school groups; loss of estimated 97.3 FTE positions; all aspects of K–12 instructional programs adversely affected. Coquitlam  Shortfall: $4.1 million on $258 million budget Impact: drawing on benefit plan contingency fund; extending spring break from one to two weeks; cutting back on school maintenance such as grass cutting and painting; loss of 15.9 FTE positions (mostly specialists positions). Burnaby  Shortfall: $5.2 million on a $200 million budget Impact: reducing supply and service spending; increasing average class size from 25.4 to 25.8 students; cutting staff (number not finalized). Richmond  Shortfall: $5.9 million on an $18 million budget Impact: cutting early morning custodial staff, learning resource teachers, and educational assistants; loss of estimated 60 FTE positions that will impact on programs at all levels; five years ago this district produced a comprehensive report on the dramatic decline in ESL support and services New Westminster  Shortfall: $630,000 on a $56 million budget Impact: sharp cuts to programs and staff made in two previous years. North Vancouver  Shortfall: $6.5 million on a $137 million budget Impact: loss of 30 to 50 FTE positions; all aspects of instructional programs affected; impact of school closures an ongoing issue. Conclusion   Peer behind these numbers and you will see one of this country’s finest public school systems in deep distress. The cumulative impact of volatile funding over nine years is biting deeply, with parents being asked to make up shortfalls in many areas. Only one Lower Mainland district—West Vancouver—does not have a sizeable shortfall. Since 2001, over 3,000 teachers, across the province, particularly in specialty areas (learning assistance, ESL, special needs/special education) have been cut. With this and other cutbacks we see an increase in class size, the loss of valuable education programs, schools that are less clean, more neighbourhood school closures, less classroom supplies and resources and the further short-changing of students through an abbreviated school year with extended spring breaks (Surrey, Vancouver, Coquitlam). PD programs and services in almost all boards have been sharply reduced over the past decade. The above list is preliminary for this year, but the goal of providing a quality public education system for every child is rapidly diminishing.  Noel Herron is a former Vancouver trustee  )
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(20140924,www.huffingtonpost.com,http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/03/01/harrisburg-illinois-storm_n_1312352.html,Harrisburg, Illinois Storm: Tales Of Chaos (PHOTOS) View mobile site September 24, 2014 Huffpost Green Edition: U.S. Show/Hide Brasil BR Canada CA Deutschland DE España ES France FR Italia IT 日本 (Japan) JP 한국 (Korea) KR Maghreb MG United Kingdom UK United States US Follow Newsletters Get GreenNewsletters Email address Enter Email Address Huffington Post Search Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search iOS app Android app More Log in Create Account Notifications 0 $USERNAME Profile Settings Logout FRONT PAGE Politics 'F**k It, I Quit' Anchor Explains Her Dramatic Exit 1K Ruth Bader Ginsburg Thinks This Justice Is Responsible For Halting Access To Abortions 0 U.S. Begins Airstrikes In Syria, Pentagon Says 758 'I'm Gay. Get Over It,' State Senator Announces 0 Dem Senator: Congress Has Opened The Door To The 'Cheney Pre-emptive War Doctine' 472 Go to Politics More in Politics Pollster Politics Blog Off The Bus Election Maps Pollster You Might Also Like WorldPost Green Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Business 'Badass' Moms Take Gun Fight To NRA's Home Turf 1K Obamacare Critics Just Lost Another Talking Point 0 Whole Foods' High-Priced Reputation May Finally Be Catching Up With It 207 Soda Giants Vow To Make Big Change 0 No Other Developed Country Creates Low-Paying Jobs Quite Like The U.S. 0 Go to Business More in Business Small Biz Money You Might Also Like WorldPost Tech Media Arts Sports Weird News Smarter Ideas Urban Progress Media Bill O'Reilly Gets Told His Plan To Defeat ISIS Is A 'Terrible Idea' 527 NY Times' Shonda Rhimes Scandal Gets Worse And Worse 113 WATCH: Fox News Host Actually Said This About Fossil Fuel 0 Rachel Maddow Has Some Very Pointed Questions About Our New War In Syria 35 Fox News Pundit Winds Up On Terrorism Watch List 18 Go to Media More in Media Eat The Press Calderone: The Backstory You Might Also Like Entertainment TV Comedy Arts Books Religion Moviefone WorldPost This Is How ISIS Makes $3 Million A Day 165 Islamic Militants Parade Captured Iraqi Soldiers 14 Israeli Military Shoots Down Syrian Warplane 239 Watch This Bicyclist Cheat Death Twice 45 Wife Of ISIS Hostage Receives Recording Of Husband Pleading For His Life 0 Go to WorldPost More in WorldPost Foreign Affairs Drug War Afghanistan Syria Conflict World Videos You Might Also Like Travel Politics Business Tech Religion Science LISTEN: Big Surprise Seen In Doctor's Study Of Low-Fat, Low-Carb Diets 51 After Decades Of Effort, Chemists Overseas Report 'Nano' Breakthrough 49 WATCH: Milky Way Gets 'Cannibalized' By Nearby Galaxy 78 Scientists Find Another Way Pooches Are Just Like People 4 India Has Made It To The Red Planet 30 Go to Science More in Science Space Brain Earth Talk Nerdy To Me Weird Science You Might Also Like Tech Green Arts Religion Weird News Tech Um, Should The iPhone 6 Plus Be Able To Bend Like This? 0 Netflix Deliberately Ruins A Lot Of Good TV And Movies 26 AT&T Will Give You HBO Go Without A Huge Cable Package, But There's A Catch 0 Netflix Literally Making People Wait Years For Their DVDs 25 Cirque du Soleil + Drones = Pure Magic 1 Go to Tech More in Tech TEDWeekends Social Media You Might Also Like Small Biz Green Science NY SF Smarter Ideas TechCrunch Engadget Healthy Living Ebola Cases Could Rise To 1.4 Million By January, CDC Says 206 Doctor Shares Her Ebola Survival Story 12 Food Addiction vs. Eating Addiction: Why A Single Word Makes All The Difference 3 The Crazy Evolution Of Workout Clothes, From Petticoats To Lululemon 0 These Photos Reveal The Grim Reality Of Ebola In Sierra Leone 1 Go to Healthy Living More in Healthy Living GPS for the Soul Health And Fitness Health News Becoming Fearless Sleep You Might Also Like Food Post 50 Taste Religion OWN Taste Fall Is Here And It's Time To Feast 2 15 Ways To Add Coconut Oil To Your Favorite Breakfasts 2 Coffee Expert Reviews Pumpkin Spice Lattes, And The Snark Is Incredible 0 13 Ways To Eat Savory Oatmeal For Breakfast, Lunch And Dinner 1 5 Ways You're Wasting Food and Money 2 Go to Taste More in Taste Recipes Baking Entertaining Healthy Eating Taste Tests Thanksgiving You Might Also Like Food Healthy Living Travel OWN Impact Prince Harry Hugs Sick Boy In Emotional Embrace 0 Woman In Bikini Takes 'Selfies 4 The Homeless' To Raise Funds For Vet Living On The Streets 16 Livestrong CEO Stepping Down After 'Most Stressful Period Of My Life' 3 Wisconsin Couple Faces $300 Daily Fine For Allowing Homeless People To Sleep On Porch 3 Number Of Homeless Students In America Is Rising Rapidly 6 Go to Impact More in Impact Opportunity Everyday Heroes Charity Homelessness Volunteering Heroes You Might Also Like Education Black Voices Gay Voices Latino Voices HuffPost Live Next Author Charles M. Blow LIVE Next Inspiring Women To Lead And Thrive Coming Up Actress Melissa Leo LIVE Coming Up Kim Cattrall LIVE Coming Up The Next Step: Bre Pettis Of MakerBot Go to Huffpost Live All Sections News Politics WorldPost Business Small Business Money Media Sports Education Crime Weird News Good News Entertainment Entertainment Celebrity Comedy Arts & Culture Books TV Life & Style Healthy Living GPS for the Soul Style Home Taste Weddings Travel Parents Divorce Huff/Post 50 Marlo Thomas OWN Dr. Phil Tech & Science Tech Science Green TEDWeekends Code Voices Women Black Voices Latino Voices Voces (en español) Gay Voices Religion College Teen Impact Local Chicago DC Denver Detroit Hawaii Los Angeles Miami New York San Francisco Our Mobile Apps: iOS Android HuffPost Live (iOS) GPS For The Soul (iOS) GPS For The Soul (Android) Green Energy Climate Change Earth Day Animals Saving Strays Girls In STEM Keystone XL Pipeline Fracking Generation Change Authorities Say Bear Attacked And Killed New Jersey Hiker 2014-09-22 10:12:37 Bella The Pit Bull Was Shot And Abandoned, But She Finally Got Her Big Hollywood Ending 2014-09-22 15:31:09 Hundreds Of Thousands Turn Out For People's Climate March In New York City 2014-09-21 16:30:01 How a 3-Minute Film Is Making a Long-Term Difference on Climate Change 2014-09-23 08:30:16 KLM's Adorable Lost And Found Service Makes Us Want To Leave Stuff On Planes 2014-09-23 15:11:46 PHOTOS: 'Flood Wall Street' Protesters Assemble In New York 2014-09-22 12:33:50 Oil Heirs Divesting From Fossil Fuels 2014-09-21 23:34:36 Google Chairman: Climate Change Deniers Are 'Literally Lying' 2014-09-22 20:43:15 LOOK: Killer Whale Crashes Surfing Line-Up 2014-09-18 01:35:58 What Life Is Like When An Aquarium Is Your Home 2014-09-22 12:17:45 Dairy Farm Fires All Its Workers After Abuse Discovered 2014-09-18 16:52:57 Why We Should Stop Climate Change, According To Kids 2014-09-22 15:58:20 Climate Protesters Pledge To Risk Arrest During Wall Street Sit-In 2014-09-22 10:04:59 Jon Stewart Schools Congress On Climate Change 2014-09-23 04:36:01 WATCH: Milky Way Gets 'Cannibalized' By Nearby Galaxy 2014-09-22 10:11:32 Previous Story Next Story Harrisburg, Illinois Storm: Tales Of Chaos (PHOTOS)  | By JIM SUHR Posted: 03/01/2012 1:54 am EST Updated: 04/30/2012 5:12 am EDT People try to salvage what they can after a tornado destroyed homes in their neighborhood Wednesday, Feb. 29, 2012, in Harrisburg, Ill. | AP Share Tweet Email Comment tumblr stumble reddit HARRISBURG, Ill. (AP) — Crews cleared splintered plywood and smashed appliances from small-town neighborhoods Thursday, a day after tornadoes killed 13 people in the Midwest and South. But the forecast held a menacing possibility: More twisters may be coming, and they could be even stronger. Damaged communities tried to take advantage of the brief break in the weather, mindful of one meteorologist's warning that by Friday, both regions would again be "right in the bull's eye." Skies were sunny in the southern Illinois community of Harrisburg, where Darrell Osman was back in the rubble of his dead mother's home, trying to salvage whatever he could. When he arrived, a neighbor handed him his mother's wallet, which the twister had dropped in a truck near her home. He couldn't help but think of the pain that would be inflicted if another twister hit Harrisburg, a town of 9,000 where six people died. "On a personal level, I think I've been hit as hard as I can be hit, but it would be disheartening for this community," Osman said. Kera Wise searched the ruins of her aunt and uncle's home after the two were hospitalized in neighboring Indiana with injuries they suffered in the storm. Wise figured she had little time to waste in rounding up her aunt's prized trove of Elvis memorabilia and Beenie Babies. Another line of storms could ruin anything left exposed to the elements. "You just keep thinking, 'God, please don't let there be another tornado.'" National Weather Service meteorologist Beverly Poole said severe storms are expected to roll through the region again after midnight Thursday and linger into early Friday, possibly bringing hail and rain. Then yet another system is expected to arrive Friday afternoon. Both rounds of violent weather carry the potential of more tornadoes, Poole said. The weather service planned to bring a severe-weather specialist to the region's command center to provide up-to-the-minute information before and during the storms. Osman awoke before Wednesday's storm because he was alerted by his special weather radio. He said early warning equipment was essential. "The peace of mind you get from it sitting on your dresser is well worth the cost," he said. Authorities warned that the next line of storms was forecast to take a similar path and potentially grow stronger than Wednesday's system. Ryan Jewell, a meteorologist with the Storm Prediction Center, said the Midwest and South will be squarely in the center of the danger zone. Wednesday's fatalities spanned four states. In addition to the Illinois deaths, one person was killed in the Missouri town of Buffalo, while two more fatalities were reported in the state's Cassville and Puxico areas. All three died in mobile homes. A Harveyville, Kan., man suffered fatal injuries after his home collapsed on him, and three more people were killed in eastern Tennessee. Another twister hopscotched down the main thoroughfare of the country music mecca of Branson, Mo., damaging some of the city's famous theaters just days before the start of the town's crucial tourist season. Local leaders insisted Branson was open for business, but they expected the full cleanup to take weeks. In Harrisburg, Levi Fogle and Sarah Pearce — parents of three young daughters — were grateful that their entire family survived without a scratch even though two oak trees toppled onto their home. "God held my house up, there's no doubt about that," Pearce said Thursday as Fogle strummed a guitar, shaking it at times to jingle the glass fragments that got inside after the instrument was left in the backseat of a car. The Harrisburg tornado was an EF4, the second-highest rating given to twisters based on damage. Scientists said it was 200 yards wide with winds up to 170 mph. Adding to the danger was the storm's timing: It hit when many people were fast slept. Meteorologist Harold Brooks called that unusual but "not completely uncommon." Brooks, with the National Severe Storms Laboratory in Norman, Okla., said perhaps 10 percent of tornadoes strike between midnight and 6 a.m., a time when storms are harder to spot, and it's harder to get the word out. "If you're asleep, you're less likely going to hear anything, any warning message," Brooks said. That didn't appear to be the case in Harrisburg, where the mayor credited storm spotters for saving lives. In Tennessee, donated storage units were to be offered to families whose homes were damaged so they could protect possessions before the next round of storms. The brother-in-law of a woman who was killed said he found her under some debris and held her hand until paramedics arrived. George Jones and several relatives gathered Thursday at the shattered mobile home of Melissa Evans Beaty outside the small city of Crossville, about 110 miles east of Nashville. He said Beaty, whom they called Lisa, was alive and asking about her grandchildren after the twister passed. The children were all right, but Beaty later died, and her husband, Ricky, was taken to a Knoxville hospital with a fractured pelvis and severe head trauma, Jones said. "We would give anything, to have Lisa back," he added. The couple's home was completely destroyed, with pieces wrapped around nearby trees. Bunny Howe survived with her 9-year-old grandsons by climbing into a bathtub as she watched the wind pick up one of her horses in the back yard, then overturn part of a tractor-trailer in the front yard. That's when she got on top of the children and held the bathroom door shut with her feet. The children asked her, "Ma, what are we going to do?'" She told them, "We're going to pray." The tornado tore off a wall of the Howes' garage and toppled a tree onto the roof. After all that, Howe said, she's not overly concerned about storms predicted for Friday. "What's it going to do?" she asked. "Take the rest of the house down?" ___ Associated Press Writer Kristin M. Hall in Crossville, Tenn., contributed to this report. - Close  Midwest Storms of   Credit: Google Credit: Caleb Cattivera From AP: Residents ride past a tree that was downed by severe storms that destroyed several homes and businesses in Harveyville, Kan., Wednesday, Feb. 29, 2012. (AP Photo/Orlin Wagner) From AP: A stop sign, that was bent over by severe storms, stands on a street corner in Harveyville, Kan., Wednesday, Feb. 29, 2012. (AP Photo/Orlin Wagner) From AP: Furniture and walls are what is left of a home the morning after severe storms destroyed several homes and businesses in Harveyville, Kan., Wednesday, Feb. 29, 2012. (AP Photo/Orlin Wagner) From AP: Residents gather the morning after severe storms destroyed several homes and businesses in Harveyville, Kan., Wednesday, Feb. 29, 2012. (AP Photo/Orlin Wagner) From AP: Volunteer fireman Jeff Woodyard recovers golf clubs from his father-in-law's home in Harveyville, Kan., Wednesday, Feb. 29, 2012. A powerful storm system lashed the Midwest early Wednesday, roughing up the country music resort city of Branson and laying waste to the small town in Kansas. (AP Photo/Orlin Wagner) From AP: A stuffed toy lies in a ditch the morning after severe storms destroyed several homes and businesses in Harveyville, Kan., Wednesday, Feb. 29, 2012. A powerful storm system lashed the Midwest early Wednesday, roughing up the country music resort city of Branson and laying waste to the small town in Kansas.(AP Photo/Orlin Wagner) From AP: Luke Russell clears debris from a storm-damaged home, Wednesday, Feb. 29, 2012, in Harveyville, Kan. A tornado that damaged at least half of the tiny eastern Kansas town of Harveyville on Tuesday night was an EF-2 with wind speeds of 120 to 130 mph, state emergency management officials said Wednesday. (AP Photo/John Hanna) From AP: An unidentified man enters Riggin's Market and Deli in Harveyville, Kan., Wednesday, Feb. 29, 2012. The business was closed due to severe storms that destroyed several homes and businesses in town. A powerful storm system lashed the Midwest early Wednesday, roughing up the country music resort city of Branson and laying waste to the small town in Kansas. (AP Photo/Orlin Wagner) From AP: An unidentified man clears storm damage the morning after severe storms destroyed several homes and businesses in Harveyville, Kan., Wednesday, Feb. 29, 2012. A powerful storm system lashed the Midwest early Wednesday, roughing up the country music resort city of Branson and laying waste the small town in Kansas. (AP Photo/Orlin Wagner) From AP: A tornado-damaged home sits amid debris along Main Street, Wednesday, Feb. 29, 2012, in Harveyville, Kan. The small eastern Kansas town of Harveyville took a direct hit from an apparent tornado late Tuesday, injuring at least 11 people and reducing much of the town to ruins. (AP Photo/John Hanna) From AP: Volunteers walk past storm damage in Harveyville, Kan., Wednesday, Feb. 29, 2012. A powerful storm system lashed the Midwest early Wednesday, roughing up the country music resort city of Branson and laying waste to the small town in Kansas. (AP Photo/Orlin Wagner) From AP: Tammy Woodyard, center, talks to neighbor Grant Hill, right, and his daughter, Talla, about the tornado damage to her father's home behind her, Wednesday, Feb. 29, 2012, in Harveyville, Kan. (AP Photo/John Hanna) From AP: Residents walk the streets the morning after severe storms destroyed several homes and businesses in Harveyville, Kan., Wednesday, Feb. 29, 2012. (AP Photo/Orlin Wagner) From AP: Tammy Woodyard, of Harveyville, surveys the wreckage of her father's home the morning after a tornado hit the town, Wednesday, Feb. 29, 2012, in Harveyville, Kan. Her father was unhurt. (AP Photo/John Hanna) From AP: Residents talk in front of a home after severe storms destroyed several homes and businesses in Harveyville, Kan., Wednesday, Feb. 29, 2012. (AP Photo/Orlin Wagner) From AP: Residents and volunteers line up for food and drink, the morning after severe storms destroyed several homes and businesses in Harveyville, Kan., Wednesday, Feb. 29, 2012. (AP Photo/Orlin Wagner) From AP: Margaret Shimkus, 61, talks with an emergency responder about her condition Wednesday, Feb. 29, 2012, at her home in Harrisburg, Ill., after an early morning tornado ripped through the town. Shimkus, who took refuge in her bathtub, sustained a minor cut from the early morning storm, but Dorothy Hill, her neighbor in the duplex home, was taken to a hospital with injuries. (AP Photo/Stephen Lance Dennee) From AP: In this image made with a cell phone, a residential area is heavily damaged in Harrisburg, Ill., after a severe storm swept through the area early Wednesday morning, Feb. 29, 2012. A hospital administrator in Harrisburg says at least three people were killed in the storm that swept through the region. (AP Photo/The Southern, Paul Newton) From AP: In this image made with a cell phone, damage is seen to a strip mall in Harrisburg, Ill., after a severe storm swept through the area early Wednesday morning, Feb. 29, 2012. A hospital administrator in Harrisburg says at least three people were killed in the storm that swept through the region. (AP Photo/The Southern, Paul Newton) From AP: In this image made with a cell phone, a residential area is seen severely damaged in Harrisburg, Ill., after a severe storm swept through the area early Wednesday morning, Feb. 29, 2012. At least three people are confirmed dead in Harrisburg, said Harrisburg Medical Center CEO Vince Ashley, and the city's medical center scrambling to treat an influx of injured. (AP Photo/The Southern, Paul Newton) From AP: A residential area in Harrisburg, Ill. is damaged after a storm passed, Wednesday , Feb. 29, 2012. A severe pre-dawn storm pounded portions of southern Illinois on Wednesday. Several deaths have been reported in Harrisburg and left the city's medical center scrambling to treat an influx of injured, the hospital's top administrator said. (AP Photo/ Stephen Lance Dennee) From AP: Emergency crews comb through some of the damage after a severe storm hit in the early morning hours on Wednesday, Feb. 29, 2012, in Harrisrbug, Ill. A severe pre-dawn storm pounded portions of southern Illinois on Wednesday. Several deaths have been reported in Harrisburg and left the city's medical center scrambling to treat an influx of injured, the hospital's top administrator said. (AP Photo/The Southern Illinoisan,Paul Newton ) From AP: Keith Hucke, left, and Devyn Byrd, 14, survey the damage sustained to Hucke's house after a severe storm hit in the early morning hours on Wednesday, Feb. 29, 2012, in Harrisrbug, Ill. Hucke said he was in his bed when the wall right next to him collapsed during the storm. A severe pre-dawn storm pounded portions of southern Illinois on Wednesday. Several deaths have been reported in Harrisburg and left the city's medical center scrambling to treat an influx of injured, the hospital's top administrator said. (AP Photo/The Southern Illinoisan,Paul Newton ) From AP: Residents take in some of the damage after a severe storm hit in the early morning hours on Wednesday, Feb. 29, 2012, in Harrisrbug, Ill. A severe pre-dawn storm pounded portions of southern Illinois on Wednesday. Several deaths have been reported in Harrisburg and left the city's medical center scrambling to treat an influx of injured, the hospital's top administrator said. (AP Photo/The Southern Illinoisan,Paul Newton ) From AP: Emergency crews comb through some of the damage after a severe storm hit in the early morning hours on Wednesday, Feb. 29, 2012, in Harrisrbug, Ill. A severe pre-dawn storm pounded portions of southern Illinois on Wednesday. Several deaths have been reported in Harrisburg and left the city's medical center scrambling to treat an influx of injured, the hospital's top administrator said. (AP Photo/The Southern Illinoisan,Paul Newton ) From AP: Emergency crews comb through some of the damage after a severe storm hit in the early morning hours on Wednesday, Feb. 29, 2012, in Harrisrbug, Ill. A severe pre-dawn storm pounded portions of southern Illinois on Wednesday. Several deaths have been reported in Harrisburg and left the city's medical center scrambling to treat an influx of injured, the hospital's top administrator said. (AP Photo/The Southern Illinoisan,Paul Newton ) From AP: Roy Mauney of Harrisburg, Ill., collects clothes from a dresser in what remains of his parents house after a severe storm hit in the early morning hours on Wednesday, Feb. 29, 2012, in Saline County city. Mauney said his parents survived the storm by taking cover in a bathtub before their house blew off its foundation and across the street. A severe pre-dawn storm pounded portions of southern Illinois on Wednesday. Several deaths have been reported in Harrisburg and left the city's medical center scrambling to treat an influx of injured, the hospital's top administrator said. (AP Photo/The Southern Illinoisan,Paul Newton ) From AP: Emergency crews comb through some of the damage after a severe storm hit in the early morning hours on Wednesday, Feb. 29, 2012, in Harrisrbug, Ill. A severe pre-dawn storm pounded portions of southern Illinois on Wednesday. Several deaths have been reported in Harrisburg and left the city's medical center scrambling to treat an influx of injured, the hospital's top administrator said. (AP Photo/The Southern Illinoisan,Paul Newton ) From AP: Gene Byrd pauses for a moment while he and his son Devyn Byrd, 14, look over some of the damage sustained to a friends house after a severe storm hit in the early morning hours on Wednesday, Feb. 29, 2012, in Harrisrbug, Ill. A severe pre-dawn storm pounded portions of southern Illinois on Wednesday. Several deaths have been reported in Harrisburg and left the city's medical center scrambling to treat an influx of injured, the hospital's top administrator said. (AP Photo/The Southern Illinoisan,Paul Newton ) From AP: Emergency responders work to clear debris in a neighborhood in Harrisburg, Ill., after an early morning tornado Wednesday, Feb. 29, 2012. At least six people died in Harrisburg in the pre-dawn tornado. (AP Photo/Stephen Lance Dennee) From AP: Paul Johnson with Larry's Electric, works on the electrical system at Harrisburg Medical Center after an early morning tornado damaged the hospital Wednesday, Feb. 29, 2012, in Harrisburg, Ill. At least six people died in Harrisburg in the pre-dawn tornado. (AP Photo/Stephen Lance Dennee) From AP: Debris lies on the ground outside Nell Cox's Harrisburg, Ill. home Wednesday, Feb. 29, 2012, where a tornado ripped through earlier in the day. Cox, a cancer survivor who lives alone, awoke during the tornado, shined a flashlight out her window and saw her neighbor, who was ejected from her bed and out a window, lying in a ditch. Cox, who is in her seventies, went outside and brought the woman to safety until emergency services came. (AP Photo/Robert Ray) From AP: A prosthetic leg found among the debris caused by a tornado that ripped through Harrisburg, Ill. leans against a damaged home Wednesday, Feb. 29, 2012. The tornado that blasted Harrisburg, killing six, was an EF4, the second-highest rating given to twisters based on damage. Scientists said it was 200 yards wide with winds up to 170 mph. (AP Photo/Robert Ray) From AP: Family members and friends try to salvage what they can after a tornado destroyed their neighborhood homes Wednesday, Feb. 29, 2012, in Harrisburg, Ill. The tornado that blasted Harrisburg, killing six, was an EF4, the second-highest rating given to twisters based on damage. Scientists said it was 200 yards wide with winds up to 170 mph. (AP Photo/Seth Perlman) From AP: People try to salvage what they can after a tornado destroyed homes in their neighborhood Wednesday, Feb. 29, 2012, in Harrisburg, Ill. The tornado that blasted Harrisburg, killing six, was an EF4, the second-highest rating given to twisters based on damage. Scientists said it was 200 yards wide with winds up to 170 mph. (AP Photo/Seth Perlman) From AP: Jeff Rann, 29, right, pauses while sifting for possessions in the remains of their parents' duplex trying to salvage what he can after a tornado destroyed their parents home Wednesday, Feb. 29, 2012, in Harrisburg, Ill. Their parents were cancer survivors Randy Rann, 65, and Donna Rann. Randy died at the scene and his wife died later at a hospital. (AP Photo/Seth Perlman) From AP: Harrisburg Mayor Eric Gregg talks about the destruction from a tornado as Illinois Gov. Pat Quinn listens during a news conference in Harrisburg, Ill., Wednesday, Feb. 29, 2012. The tornado that blasted Harrisburg in southern Illinois, killing six, was an EF4, the second-highest rating given to twisters based on damage. Scientists said it was 200 yards wide with winds up to 170 mph. (AP Photo/Stephen Lance Dennee) From AP: A utility worker tries to free storm debris suspended in a power line in Branson, Mo., Wednesday, Feb. 29, 2012. An apparent tornado hopscotched through the city's main tourist district overnight, causing damage for miles. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein) From AP: Tim Thress, left, of Branson, and Wake Williams of Omaha, Ark., help carry merchandise out of a friend's storm-damaged store in Branson, Mo., Wednesday, Feb. 29, 2012. Powerful storms that produced reports of multiple tornadoes and killed at least nine people elsewhere in the Midwest tore through the music resort town early this morning, injuring more than three dozen people. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein) From AP: A gas station is damaged and power lines are down in Branson, Mo, Wednesday, Feb. 29, 2012. A powerful storm system lashed the Midwest early Wednesday, roughing up the country music resort city of Branson and laying waste to a small town in Kansas. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein) From AP: A toppled sign lies in a street Wednesday, Feb. 29, 2012, in Branson, Mo. A powerful storm system lashed the Midwest early Wednesday, roughing up the country music resort city of Branson and laying waste to a small town in Kansas. (AP Photo/The News-Leader, Valerie Mosley) From AP: Storm debris is piled near the entrance to the Dick Clark's American Bandstand Theater in Branson, Mo, Wednesday, Feb. 29, 2012. A powerful storm system lashed the Midwest early Wednesday, roughing up the country music resort city of Branson and laying waste to a small town in Kansas.(AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein) From AP: Residents walk amid downed power lines in their neighborhood in Branson, Mo, Wednesday, Feb. 29, 2012. A powerful storm system lashed the Midwest early Wednesday, roughing up the country music resort city of Branson and laying waste to a small town in Kansas.(AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein) From AP: Metal debris is wrapped around trees and windows are shattered at the Ozark Mountain Inn in Branson, Mo, Wednesday, Feb. 29, 2012. A powerful storm system lashed the Midwest early Wednesday, roughing up the country music resort city of Branson and laying waste to a small town in Kansas. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein) From AP: Debris lies around the Midtown Cafe Wednesday, Feb. 29, 2012, in Branson, Mo. A powerful storm system lashed the Midwest early Wednesday, roughing up the country music resort city of Branson and laying waste to a small town in Kansas.(AP Photo/The News-Leader, Valerie Mosley) From AP: Debris lies around the Legends Theater Wednesday, Feb. 29, 2012, in Branson, Mo. A powerful storm system lashed the Midwest early Wednesday, roughing up the country music resort city of Branson and laying waste to a small town in Kansas.(AP Photo/The News-Leader, Valerie Mosley) From AP: Power lines lie on the ground Wednesday, Feb. 29, 2012, in Branson, Mo. A powerful storm system lashed the Midwest early Wednesday, roughing up the country music resort city of Branson and laying waste to a small town in Kansas.(AP Photo/The News-Leader, Valerie Mosley) From AP: Windows and doors blown out of their frames rest against railings at a hotel in Branson, Mo, Wednesday, Feb. 29, 2012. A powerful storm system that produced multiple reports of tornadoes lashed the Midwest early Wednesday, roughing up the country music resort city of Branson. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein) From AP: Sherry Cousins and her brother Bruce Wallace of Hollister, Mo., sit in the wreckage of their secondhand store in Branson, Mo, Wednesday, Feb. 29, 2012. A powerful storm system that produced multiple reports of tornadoes lashed the Midwest early Wednesday, roughing up the country music resort city of Branson. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein) From AP: Debris is scattered around the Legends Theater Wednesday, Feb. 29, 2012, in Branson, Mo., after an apparent tornado left a trail of destruction in the tourist hub. A powerful storm system that produced multiple reports of tornadoes lashed the Midwest early Wednesday, roughing up the country music resort city of Branson. (AP Photo/The News-Leader, Valerie Mosley) From AP: Sherry Cousins and her brother Bruce Wallace of Hollister, Mo., sit in the wreckage of their secondhand store in Branson, Mo, Wednesday, Feb. 29, 2012. A powerful storm system that produced multiple reports of tornadoes lashed the Midwest early Wednesday, roughing up the country music resort city of Branson. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein) From AP: Construction workers lift a piece of sheet metal off of classic cars in a storm-damaged display room at Branson Auto World in Branson, Mo., Wednesday, Feb. 29, 2012. Powerful storms that produced reports of multiple tornadoes and killed at least nine people elsewhere in the Midwest tore through the music resort town early this morning, injuring more than three dozen people. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein) From AP: A roof blown from a storm-damaged facility is seen Wednesday, Feb. 29, 2012, in Kimberling City, Mo. A powerful storm system that produced multiple reports of tornadoes lashed the Midwest early Wednesday, roughing up the entertainment resort town of Branson and laying waste to small towns in Illinois and Kansas. At least nine people were killed. (AP Photo/The News-Leader, Dean Curtis) NO SALES From AP: Debris from a storm-damaged motel is blown across the parking lot Wednesday, Feb. 29, 2012, in Branson, Mo. A powerful storm system that produced multiple reports of tornadoes lashed the Midwest early Wednesday, roughing up the entertainment resort town of Branson and laying waste to small towns in Illinois and Kansas. At least nine people were killed. (AP Photo/The News-Leader, Dean Curtis) From AP: Debris hangs from the windows of a storm-damaged Hilton Hotel Wednesday, Feb. 29, 2012, in Branson, Mo. A powerful storm system that produced multiple reports of tornadoes lashed the Midwest early Wednesday, roughing up the entertainment resort town of Branson and laying waste to small towns in Illinois and Kansas. At least nine people were killed. (AP Photo/Springfield News-Leader, Dean Curtis) From AP: Debris from a storm-damaged motel is blown across the parking lot Wednesday, Feb. 29, 2012, in Branson, Mo. A powerful storm system that produced multiple reports of tornadoes lashed the Midwest early Wednesday, roughing up the entertainment resort town of Branson and laying waste to small towns in Illinois and Kansas. At least nine people were killed. (AP Photo/The News-Leader, Dean Curtis) From AP: Windows are blown out of a Hilton hotel in downtown Branson, Mo., Wednesday, Feb. 29, 2012. A powerful storm system lashed the Midwest early Wednesday, roughing up the country music resort city of Branson and laying waste to a small town in Kansas. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein) From AP: Lars Olson starts a chainsaw while working on the storm-damaged roof of a friend's home on a bluff overlooking downtown Branson, Mo., Wednesday, Feb. 29, 2012. A powerful storm system lashed the Midwest early Wednesday, roughing up the country music resort city of Branson and laying waste to a small town in Kansas. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein) From AP: Residents walk through a storm-damaged neighborhood just east of downtown Branson, Mo., Wednesday, Feb. 29, 2012. A powerful storm system lashed the Midwest early Wednesday, roughing up the country music resort city of Branson and laying waste to a small town in Kansas. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)  Share  Tweet  ✖ Advertisement Share this ✖ close Current Slide More: Branson Mo Video Buffalo Missouri Buffalo Missouri Storm Harrisburg Illinois Storm Tornadoes Harrisburg Ill AP Branson Missouri Tornado Suggest a correction Around the Web Harrisburg, Illinois storm damage - PHOTOS | ksdk.com Massive storm system claims at least 12 - CNN.com 6 dead in southern Ill. storm in and around Harrisburg | abc7chicago ... Pictures – Harrisburg, IL Storm Damage | FOX2now.com – St. Louis ... At least six confirmed dead after tornado in Harrisburg, Illinois Tales of chaos after deadly pre-dawn storms Most Popular FOLLOW HUFFPOST Email Email Address Options The Morning Email Green Get top stories and blog posts emailed to me each day.. Facebook HuffPost Green Twitter HuffPost Follow Green Follow Google Plus HuffPost Green RSS Most Popular on HuffPost Latest News Green All RSS / Feeds Phone Available on the App Store Android App on Google Play Get it at Blackberry App World From Our Partners ZergNet Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search Advertise Log In Make HuffPost your Home Page RSS Careers FAQ User Agreement Privacy Comment Policy About Us About Our Ads Contact Us Copyright ©2014 TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. "The Huffington Post" is a registered trademark of TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. All rights reserved. Part of HPMG News Use this form to alert a HuffPost editor about a factual or typographical error in this story. Notify message * Required * * * What kind of error is this? Choose an option Factual or typographical Comment moderation problem Rights and permissions Other * What is the correction? 0 count Describe the error here (1,000 character limit) * Type the words below so we know you are not a cyborg Sign me up for The Morning Email Thank you!)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=21556&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > September 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 23, Number 1, September 2010   UBC study says neighbourhoods predict reading skills By Karen Lindsay   In early January, the University of British Columbia released a study in the journal Health and Place. Its findings—that the neighbourhoods where children live predict their reading skills. “The study found that children who lived in wealthier neighbourhoods while in Kindergarten did better on standardized reading tests in Grade 7 than children from poorer neighbourhoods, regardless of where they lived when they wrote the test.” This should come as no surprise. Socio-economic factors have always been the number one determining factor in student performance. It’s part of the heartbreak of teaching—that we can’t do anything about the greatest determinant of our students’ success. That said, public education is supposed to be the great leveler in a democratic society. All schools, regardless of their location, should be supplying the same quality of teaching, curriculum, facilities, and equipment. Today, the government is most committed to controlling the first two aspects, as it should be, and happy to ignore the last two, to the peril of our children. Making sure that teachers are properly qualified and supplied with appropriate curricula, without providing every school with rich, varied, consistent resources in stimulating, comfortable environments is like asking a chef to create a feast with only her or his expertise and recipes, but with stale ingredients and a dingy, outdated kitchen. Add to the mix that two of the patrons are allergic to peanuts, 10 are resistant to eating, four would prefer not to eat in the restaurant and could he provide the meal to them in their home, and three of their parents want to come in to the kitchen to “help.” Eight parents recognize that the ingredients are poor and offer to fundraise for fresh produce. However, they only want their children to eat the improved results. What chef could succeed—or even agree to try—in such a circumstance? The UBC study is very sobering indeed. It means that as things now stand, a child’s fate is sealed before she or he even enters the school system. If they begin life in poverty, they will have a reduced likelihood of success in school even if their parents’ income increases over the next few years. I wonder, though, whether these children’s outcomes would be different if the schools they attended presented them with stimulating, inviting environments, optimistic, energetic teachers, abundant, diverse resources, and well-stocked and staffed libraries. Surely spending five or six hours a day in such a setting would mitigate at least some of the effects of a poor start in life. Instead, our schools are becoming run down as facilities grants are cut. School libraries are struggling for resources and staffing, and teacher morale has never been lower. In 2008, Statistics Canada determined that the proportion of children living in poverty in BC was 21.9%, well above the national child poverty rate of 15.8%—this despite the fact that the BC economy at the time was very healthy. I shudder to think what that percentage is today. Parents in affluent neighbourhoods raise funds to make up provincial shortfalls, while those in the areas of greatest need cannot. This UBC study should represent a strong wake-up call to the BC government. There is absolutely no point in talking about making British Columbia the most literate jurisdiction in North America while doing nothing to reduce poverty in our province and doing nothing to rejuvenate our schools. Teachers experience this reality every day and weep.   Karen Lindsay is teacher-librarian, École Reynolds Secondary School, Victoria.  )
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11150,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2002 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 14, Number 5, March 2002 Come on in—The water’s fine by Moira Mackenzie Community support for public education is escalating. "Are you a teacher? You have my respect! Just keep telling it like it is!" The day after our province-wide protest, when I was in a restaurant, an elderly gentleman having coffee overheard my conversation with the server, leapt up from his table, and raced over to say those words to me. He said he wasn’t a teacher and wasn’t connected to teachers in any way, but just needed to let me know that he agreed with our message and supported us in our struggle with the government. I am not alone in seeing a sudden switch in public opinion; many colleagues are telling stories of spontaneous actions of support for teachers and our efforts to defend public education. In my staff role as community-outreach contact, I can certainly testify to the fact that an increasing number of parents and concerned members of the public are making contact with the BCTF, asking for information and for ideas about what they can do to help. The number of calls and e-mails has gone up since the passage of Bills 27 and 28 and our Day of Protest. Support is building, and we now need to encourage every teacher to play a role in community mobilization, whether it is formally helping to organize forums and actions or informally talking up the issues with parents, friends, relatives, and neighbours. At times in the fall, it was difficult to get the message out to the public. The focus, in large part, was on our bargaining proposals, and sometimes we felt our voices were alone. But, now, as the government assault broadens to hit more and more people in B.C., there is a definite affiliation with what teachers have to say. The noise from communities in B.C. is growing louder, and we now have many echoes when we talk about the danger of this government’s agenda. By drawing parallels with what is happening in healthcare, another area where the government promise of protection is wearing awfully thin, we can talk about the issues of programs and service cuts, instability, privatization, inequality of access, and dwindling resources. We can talk about the dangers of driving professionals away from the province when we are facing a looming shortage. We can speak of the importance of defending a quality public education system for all versus allowing a two-tiered education system with have and have-not students, schools, districts, or regions in our province. People all around B.C. are coming together to defend their communities, with public education being a key component in their vision of a strong, healthy community. The tide is turning, and we need to be sure that we teachers, with our talent for communicating and organizing, play a key role in building the wave of opposition to the government’s agenda. We know from polling that teachers are the most credible source of information about schools. Come on in; the water’s fine. Moira Mackenzie is an assistant director in the BCTF’s Professional Development Division. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2011/06/personalized-learning-portfolio-writ.html?showComment=1308848047855,Staffroom Confidential: Personalized Learning: Portfolio writ large? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, June 21, 2011 Personalized Learning: Portfolio writ large? There was a grass roots revolt against "Portfolio". First, by teachers, who understood that it had been designed without any meaningful input from those on the ground who would be implementing it. Students, understanding that they were receiving little support began an online petition which eventually had over 7,500 signatures. Then, by parents, who understood when it became a barrier to graduation for their own children. Eventually, the government pulled back and canceled it. It's a shame, because at the core, Portfolio was a good idea. But it was also a classic example of what happens when a single good pedagogical idea is cherry picked by an eager politician and implemented by people who do not actually work in the system without any money. So with Personalized Learning. A lovely new book has been produced by the Ministry to score some points with the electorate and to appear to be involving teachers, parents and the community in the discussion. (http://www.personalizedlearningbc.ca) A handful of people will fill in the blanks, probably with a wide assortment of ideas based on anything from solid research to personal experience, and the government will say it "consulted". Meanwhile, they will forge ahead with their own plans. Ironically, within the lovely book are some glaring contradictions. Personalized learning with standardized report cards. Less rigid curriculum with more frequent standardized testing. But the most glaring omission? Money. Let's remember Portfolio again. A new course. Every student required to take it. No funding whatsoever (well, to be fair, a few pennies for a few workshops - but no per student funding at all). Counselor time had to be used to meet with students and help them prepare because there was no portfolio "course". This was typically taken from other teaching time, meaning increased class sizes in the rest of the school. Most Districts also purchased expensive online portfolio systems, with funds coming from other areas of the District budget and corresponding cuts in those areas. For what? For the whole thing to be discontinued and replaced a few short years later with the graduation transition plan. I am not opposed to significant change. There are lots of things wrong with how our schools are organized. But this government plan will not lead to improvements - it will lead to fewer services for students. It is a cost cutting measure dressed up in nice pedagogical clothing with "pseudo" consultation. If the government were truly interested in moving to "great" schools from "good" schools, they would properly fund the system, they would have a thorough discussion with all the participants (royal commission?), and they would eliminate the profiteers from the discussion (we really don't need the technology council telling us how to sell more IT products to school districts). Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 10:21 AM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 5 comments: Starleigh GrassJune 21, 2011 at 12:55 PM If this government believes so strongly in collaboration why aren't they collaborating with one of the key stakeholders - teachers? It is unfortunate because many teachers I talk to are ready for a shift in education and if the government was willing to participate in honest to goodness cooperative collaboration we could create something amazing. I worry that this will be imposed from the top down, and when teachers bring up issues with it their comments will be seen as resistent rather than constructive.ReplyDelete Tara EhrckeJune 22, 2011 at 9:51 AM I have to thank a colleague who pointed out my misuse of the word "fulsome" which I have now corrected. Fulsome: –adjective 1. offensive to good taste, especially as being excessive; overdone or gross: fulsome praise that embarrassed her deeply; fulsome décor. 2. disgusting; sickening; repulsive: a table heaped with fulsome mounds of greasy foods. 3. excessively or insincerely lavish: fulsome admiration.ReplyDelete Kathy CouchJune 22, 2011 at 10:41 PM Still laughing about that definition and the many times I have heard that term used incorrectly in the past 4 months.ReplyDelete NoraJune 23, 2011 at 9:54 AM Thanks for so clearly summarizing what has been bugging me since we first started hearing about 21st century learning, Tara. I'm all for seeing change in the way we teach and am excited about integrating technology into my program. But when I see the literature coming from the ministry (scant on details as it tends to be) I can't help but read between the lines. I had a class of 21 students in late French immersion this year and had one of the best years of my teaching career. Working only 0.909 I had three extra periods for prep. each week and had the time to create many fun projects and do lots of different kinds of assessment. I was able to personalize my students' math programs in a way that met their individual needs and significantly cut down on their math anxiety. I can see such a difference in my students' oral French skills this year compared with last year when I had 30 students and worked a 1.0. This is the change we need to see in our system- more prep periods for teachers and fewer students per class and then we will be able to teach more creatively and tend to our students' individual needs. Sadly, it doesn't look like this is what the ministry is planning...ReplyDelete LGTJune 27, 2011 at 1:36 AM Here here! As usual Tara you have put into words what is so blatantly and unfortunately, typically ironic, regarding most of the 'schemes' that government comes up with to make themselves look good and of course, to keep themselves employed. As usual they have devised something quickly, without very much depth or foresight and which lacks holistic and supported ideas and in the end is mosty ‘jargon’ and will probably be a waste of whatever time and money is thrown at it, especially to promote itself. I agree with Tara's description of what “personalized learning” means and looks like. Ideally that is how I believe education should take place, as well as having a strong element of integrated and relevant curriculum with a connection to community and the world.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ▼  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ▼  June (14) Saanich board convinces gov't to release hold-back... BC teachers vote 90% in favour of job action Trustees give raise for themselves, but propose ze... Why does the CUPW dispute matter for teachers and ... Community Social Services workers prepare for job ... BCPSEA, Gov't and Trustees: Proposing Wisconsin No... A 21st Century Educator Personalized Learning: Portfolio writ large? The myth of the "me too" clause Saanich Board submits deficit budget BCPSEA: Fostering division and polarization or pro... Wondering what "personlized learning" means? Just ... Strategic facilities plans - a plan for more schoo... Back to the Future? Will the Liberals under Christ... ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=19524&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 1, September 2009  President’s message By Irene Lanzinger This summer one of the biggest arbitration hearings in the history of the Federation was concluded. The arbitration dealt with all of the violations of the class-size and composition legislation. The legislation was introduced by the Liberal government in May of 2006. In both the 2006–07 and 2007–08 years there were thousands of classes that exceeded the limit of 30 students and the 3 students with special needs per class limit. The issues in the arbitration were complex and included: what constitutes legitimate, meaningful consultation with a teacher and what “appropriate for student learning” (the wording of the legislation) means. The hearing took place in seven locations across the province and took 55 days. I was fortunate enough to attend part or all of one of the days in almost every location. The teachers who testified were remarkable. Without exception they were caring, dedicated, professionals whose concern for their students was obvious and inspiring. Over and over again, they testified that because of size and composition issues their classes were not “appropriate for student learning.” Principals and superintendents testified that all the classes were “appropriate for student learning.” One of the rationales given by administrators was that teachers are so talented we can handle any circumstances we face! On August 21, 2009, Arbitrator Jim Dorsey issued a 354-page ruling. Needless to say, it is long and complex. The first section of the award is a comprehensive description of the background to the class-size and composition dispute. It is clear that this has been an issue of major importance to teachers for many, many years. The ruling also contains a very thorough description of the testimony of teachers and administrators. It gives a detailed picture of the kinds of difficult situations many teachers face. In many cases, teachers said their class was not educationally sound or appropriate for student learning. In a significant number of these cases, Dorsey found that the principal’s and superintendent’s judgment that the class was “appropriate for student learning” was reasonably held. In the words of our lawyers, the arbitrator gave considerable deference to the opinion of the principal. While this was disappointing there are a number of partial victories in the award. Dorsey did uphold some of the grievances and overturn the opinions of the administrators. He also made it clear that genuine, meaningful, individual consultation with teachers is required. In all cases where this did not occur, he upheld the grievance. On the issue of “onus of proof,” Dorsey sets a “class size and composition standard” based on the sum of the total number of students in a class and the number of students with special needs in a class. Dorsey says that when this number exceeds 33 (for example a class of 29 with 5 students with special needs = 29+5=34) there is a significant additional burden of proof on the part of administrators that the class is “appropriate for student learning.” Furthermore, the principal has to justify why he disagrees with the teacher’s judgment that the class is not appropriate for student learning. We certainly would argue that the number 33 is much too large and that these classes should automatically be considered educationally unsound unless there is compelling evidence to the contrary. However, the Dorsey award is the first official recognition since 2002 when the Liberal government stripped our collective agreement that it is the combination of size and numbers of students with special needs that must be recognized in discussions of the appropriateness of certain class organizations. It is too early to analyze completely the impact of this class-size and composition standard but it is clear the Dorsey award puts a disincentive in place for exceeding this standard that must be considered by principals and superintendents. It is also clear that it is important for teachers to articulate their concerns, make it clear to principals when they disagree with the organization of their class, and for the union to file grievances in a timely fashion. When the class-size and composition limits were introduced in May 2006, we knew they weren’t good enough to guarantee real improvements in learning conditions for our students. In some respects, the Dorsey award confirms this. To achieve real improvements in classrooms, it will take lower and firmer limits on both the size and composition of classes, as well as guaranteed ratios and case limits for non-enrolling teachers. The Liberal government has never committed to the increases in funding needed to bring about a genuine improvement in our ability to meet the needs of all the children in our classes. The Dorsey award provides us with some disappointments and some small victories. However, the real message for teachers from this arbitration ruling is that we need to continue to use every legal and political avenue to continue to advocate for the resources we need to ensure that our students get all the help and support they need to thrive in our public schools. Irene Lanzinger is BCTF president.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7100,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 1, September 2005 Over the top accountability by Noel Herron The spring provincial election was barely over when B.C.’s Ministry of Education issued its second and more stringent draft of its accountability contract for school boards over the next two years. For the past three years, parents, teachers, support staff, principals, consultants, and senior school board administrators, have devoted an inordinate amount of time and energy to the mandatory annual MOE accountability contract exercise. This is an exercise rooted in provincial politics, allowing successive Liberal ministers of education to boast that the province is holding schools and school boards to account. Note the misuse of the word contract. Here is a brief review of the change in direction that B.C. education has taken over the past few years. With the election of a Liberal government in 2001, a radical restructuring of the ministry was initiated, eliminating almost any reference to the word curriculum. A glance at the ministry’s current organization chart shows how entrenched this shift has become with words like evaluation, assessment, and measurement in prominent positions. The test-driven agenda of the ministry is clearly evident in the officially designated titles of departments such as data management unit, accountability department, systems performance branch, achievement and assessment department, exams and assessment policy, marking and reports, FSA (Foundation Skills Assessment), and exams development. Educational accountability for school boards, with the new revisions in the ministry’s contracts, are now standard practice for B.C. schools, with boards scrambling to make meaningful adjustments to the ministry’s rigid 10 points of inquiry criteria that govern the process. Considering the fact that, on average, 35 pages of documentation (some even longer) are submitted annually to the ministry, few have questioned the direction and validity of this process. As curriculum components form the very heart of our instructional programs, how can a so-called provincial accountability process, that claims to lead to improved student performance, studiously avoid any specific reference to key subject matters? A case in point is the recent accountability overview of the Vancouver School Board. Officially termed District Review by the Ministry of Education, it involved 15 external supervisors (school superintendents, board consultants, teachers, principals and diverse staff, appointed by the ministry) who spent four days visiting 47 schools. The final report, despite a very thorough review, was restricted by the famous ministry 10 points of inquiry. There was not a single reference in this review to the board’s largest instructional program—English as a Second Language. There was no mention of the huge number of vulnerable children in special education and special-needs areas who are not receiving the instructional support they need, and, no reference to the pressing curricular needs in many key subject areas in the province’s most complex urban school system. The report truly had an Alice in Wonderland air about it when it came to curriculum matters. And then we come to the latest addition to the ministry’s accountability list—the controversial Grade10 exams and their accompanying mandatory portfolio documents that involve a detailed accumulation of documents by all Grade 10 students. These exams were strongly opposed by student representatives, parents, teachers, and trustees in Vancouver. Arguments about the narrowing of the curriculum, the forcing of teachers to teach to the test, the fact that many parents (as indicated in at least one national survey) favour teacher-made tests over standardized tests, and a potential increase in the drop-out rate, were summarily dismissed. Colin McCabe, one of Britain’s leading academics commenting on how excessive testing undermines British education noted, "There is no need for students to spend two such determining years (leading up to graduation) in a frenzy of assessment. No other European country examines its children every year from 16 to 18, allowing them no time whatsoever to learn to enjoy intellectual inquiry or to develop genuine interests independent of exams." But we in B.C. go one better than Britain, as the only Canadian province that begins the structured examination march to graduation with 15-year-olds in Grade 10. Unquestionably, ideological excesses in examinations and assessments are continuing in British Columbia under the mantra of accountability. Noel Herron is a Vancouver School Board trustee. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13752&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 1998 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 10, Number 4, Jan./Feb. 1998 Human Rights Protecting basic human rights by Sharon MacGougan Leticia Moctezuma Vargas, a Mexican teacher, whose life has been threatened because of her involvement in a peaceful protest opposing the building of a golf course. One day, the parents of one of your students simply disappear. They are just gone, without a trace. Someone saw them being taken away in an unmarked police car. But, when questioned, the police and government official deny it. The next day, the witness to the abduction disappears as well. He has been killed execution-style, a bullet to the back of the head. This is real life for many individuals no different from us. It happens to people in all walks of life. It happens in spite of the universal laws created to protect all persons. On December 10, 1948, the United Nations, in response to the atrocities of the Second World War, proclaimed the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR). Member states pledged "to achieve...the promotion of universal respect for and observance of human rights and fundamental freedoms." Half the world's countries jail people because of their race, sex, beliefs, religion, or ethnic origin, and a third of the world's governments torture their prisoners. Those countries break the universal laws they signed onto so many years ago. Article 20 of the UDHR, promises freedom of association. We are teachers. Imagine being beaten and receiving death threats for speaking out. Leticia Moctezuma Vargas, a teacher in the Mexican State of Morelos, has, along with her young daughters. They were part of a peaceful campaign to stop a government-sponsored project that would harm the community's environment. The project is a golf course. Article 22 of the UDHR forbids torture and ill treatment. In April 1996, Leticia Moctezuma Vargas and her daughters joined a rally that police violently broke up. Leticia said that police seized old women by the hair and beat her and her children. Leticia saw three policemen drag Marcos Olmedo Gutierrez, an elderly member of the community, wounded but alive, into a police vehicle. He was later found dead. He had been killed by a bullet to the back of the head. Article 3 of the UDHR says we all have the right to live in safety. On July 1, 1996, Leticia received two threatening telephone calls. A man said, "Stop interfering in politics," and "You should take it easy with your politics, or we will kill you." The next day, she received another threatening call at her workplace. Those things happened because they took an interest in their community and opposed a golf course. Leticia Moctezuma Vargas fears for her life because of her environmental campaigning. She has been denied rights that the world has said should never be violated. We are teachers. We work and live in a community that we feel part of. We voice our opinions. Leticia is just an ordinary person propelled to an extraordinary position, because there was a need. It could be any of our pictures on an Amnesty International bulletin. Amnesty International has been fighting human rights abuses since 1961. Its work is based on the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. It began in angry reaction to the imprisonment of two Portuguese students who had raised their glasses in a toast to freedom. British lawyer Peter Benenson and several other activists launched a one-year public "Appeal for Amnesty" campaign, in a newspaper article printed internationally on May 28, 1961. Within a month, more than a thousand people offered their help. Amnesty International was born because people cared enough. Amnesty International was founded to protect the rights listed in the UDHR--to ensure that governments are held accountable and that someone speaks for individuals whose rights are violated. Amnesty works to: free all prisoners of conscience--people imprisoned for their beliefs, origins, or status, who have not used or advocated violence. ensure fair and prompt trials for all political prisoners. abolish the death penalty, torture, and other cruel treatment of all prisoners. end political killings and disappearances. To become involved, or to obtain information, or to make a donation, please call 1-800-AMNESTY. Sharon MacGougan teaches music in Richmond School District and is a member of the national executive committee of Amnesty International. Sharon MacGougan of Amnesty International is collecting signatures to promote awarness of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) as its 50th anniversary approaches on December 10, 1998. Bono of the rock group U2 signs the declaration in Vancouver, followed by President Kit Krieger on behalf of the BCTF. Ending the last great hate by Pat Clarke In the spring of 1997, the BCTF, through a motion passed at its Annual General Meeting, began work on one of the most difficult and controversial social issues it has ever addressed. As a collective of teachers represented by the annual meeting, we resolved to work on eliminating homophobia and heterosexism from B.C. public schools. It was evident in the considerable support for the resolution at the AGM that teachers had seen enough of homophobic behaviour and attitudes in schools to be convinced that there was hatred, violence, and discrimination toward sexual minorities in schools that we simply could not ignore. If the experience of teachers in schools were not enough to indicate a problem, the tidal wave of intolerance, bigotry, and threats of violence that plugged the Federation's phone lines and fax machines before and after the AGM, verified our concern that homophobia is indeed a social reality. Since September, the Ad Hoc Committee on Homophobia and Heterosexism has been developing a report and recommendations for the 1998 AGM. The report, approved by the Executive Committee in December, will be recommended to the 1998 AGM. It outlines a strategy for the Federation to address the issues of homophobia and heterosexism. The report and recommendations represent a commitment to establish the BCTF as a community leader in ending what has been described as the last great hate. The report sets out our task in stark and challenging terms. "Sexual-minority youth and youth from sexual-minority families are struggling to survive in B.C. schools, which become hostile environments for them when homophobia and heterosexism go unchallenged-- Harassment and violence in schools often affect these students and educators, yet there are no specific programs to protect them or to improve their learning and teaching environment. "Sexual-minority youth attempt and complete suicide at a higher-than-average rate. The same holds true regarding school drop-out, street life, homelessness, depression, substance abuse, violence from others, and self-inflicted injury. Sexual-minority youth are not sick; they are isolated and victimized by homophobia and heterosexism." The report recognizes that the BCTF has never shied from controversial issues where we have seen children's welfare affected by social forces. We have always had a particular concern for inequity and discrimination, and homophobia is all about discrimination. The Federation has a clearly stated goal "regarding our commitment to eliminate from the school system discrimination on the basis of sex, race, religion, age, handicaps, economic status, marital status, sexual orientation..." On the issue of homophobia, the committee points out that "as a society, we are in the relatively early stages of coming to a social consensus on the issue, and certain political interests are opposed to any advocacy for and support of sexual-minority rights." The Federation will be a focus of misleading commentary and political organization of those interest groups. Part of our strategy must counter this. Ultimately the really effective action that will end homophobia will be in the hands of teachers. We are the practitioners who, in the words of the report, "will create a more supportive school environment for sexual-minority students and the children of sexual-minority parents. Providing positive, accurate information can break down myths and stereotypes, promote understanding within diverse groups, and support each student's personal growth. "Educators teach by leading, modelling, and encouraging access to information. They work to reduce oppression and discrimination in their many forms, including violence, harassment, racism, and age/gender stereotyping. To omit education about homophobia and heterosexism is neglectful and harmful--An information vacuum isolates sexual-minority students. The climate of fear and hate they live in is caused by unchallenged homophobic comments and stereotypes..." The Ad Hoc Committee on Homophobia and Heterosexism has recommended, on the basis of these considerations, that the BCTF undertake a specific initiative with designated funding to eliminate homophobia and heterosexism in the B.C. public school system and to make schools safe and inclusive for sexual minority (gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgendered) staff, students, and families. This initiative will include raising awareness of the negative impact of homophobia and heterosexism, raising awareness of the lives and contributions of gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgendered people, facilitating a network of resource persons, developing a workshop program, developing resources, supporting local initiatives, and involving sexual minority persons in the development and delivery of those initiatives. The committee also recommends an action plan that will include lobbying the minister of education to include issues of sexual orientation in IRPs, encouraging school districts to develop zero-tolerance harassment policies that refer to real or perceived sexual orientation, seeking co-operation of other education partner groups to support initiatives to eliminate homophobia and heterosexism. The report on homophobia and heterosexism is being recommended to the AGM by a unanimous vote of the Executive Committee. It is the sincere hope of the Ad Hoc Committee on Homophobia and Heterosexism that the recommendation of the Executive Committee will encourage the annual meeting to once again demonstrate the long and distinguished involvement of the BCTF in social-justice issues and our dedication to working for safe and inclusive schools for all students. Pat Clarke is an assistant director in the BCTF's Professional Development Division. The complete report and recommendations of the Ad Hoc Committee on Homophobia and Heterosexism will be printed in Reports and Resolutions for the 1998 AGM, which will be in schools in early February. CHILD LABOUR Invisible girls, invisible work Child-labour data is not gender neutral. There has been a troublesome tendency to combine the work of boys and girls under the generic label of children, and the absence of girls? work in such literature is a stunning reflection of its invisibility in the world at large. Hidden, uncounted, unpaid, and unseen. That's how the International Labour Organization (ILO) describes the nature of girls' work.* The burdensome work of girls is rarely counted in the national census or GNP of a country. Education International (EI) believes that girls' work is significantly different from that of boys and that the differences need to be considered, since ignoring them means ignoring girls, ignoring their education, and reinforcing their invisibility. Domestic labour is increasingly conspicuous as an embodiment of forced labour. Worldwide, millions of children, 90% of them girls and some as young as 7, work unendurably long hours in servitude and obscurity, totally dependent on their employers, behind the closed doors of private homes. Even under conditions that are neither slavery nor even overtly so extreme, the situation of a pre-adolescent girl working full-time as a domestic servant, isolated, without access to school, leisure, or socialization with other children, is intolerable. If children generally are understood to be malleable, easily exploitable, and unaware of their rights, girls are even more so. In some societies, they are considered more disposable and therefore more vulnerable to exploitation. That girls are socialized to subservience and obedience leaves them open to multiple abuses. Domestic work instills and perpetuates a weak self-image and a role of servility. This powerful psychological conditioning, even brainwashing, to subservience can seriously hamper the full development of a girl and sentences her, her daughters, and her daughters-in-law, to lifelong service or servitude as their only option. Most work that girls do is under- or unpaid Within their own families, most girls are expected to contribute to the maintenance of the household, assisting or replacing their mothers in a variety of tasks. Up to 75% of family-based farming is by women and girls. When there are no machines, every inch of land is cultivated by the hands of girls and women. In other cases, girls are sold or contracted as bonded labour and trafficked as prostitutes or domestic servants, where they repay their families' debt by performing abusive and intolerable work they are not free to leave. Poverty and the low status of girls and women is a vicious cycle. The arduous labour endured by girls, its invisibility and primary setting in the domestic sphere, mirrors and anticipates the low social and economic status of women. Little valued as human beings with rights, they are often treated as objects, bodies to be used--whether for child-bearing, sex, or domestic labour. There is still a systemic preference within families and societies for sons over daughters, and the educational opportunities are limited accordingly. Since 1990, there has been a deluge of global attention to increasing the school enrolment and retention of girls. However, girls still comprise two-thirds of the more than 100 million children who do not attend school; their dropout rate is higher than that of boys and may be increasing. The vast majority of girls who attend school are also working. EI believes that making girls' work visible will require the inclusion of additional, indicators unique to girls. This means a global effort to bring visibility and awareness to the most intolerable labour of girls. EI has already released publications on this subject and will continue to do so. *Invisible Girl--invisible Work, background paper prepared for the Round-Table on Invisible Child Labour during the ILO Conference, June 9, 1997. Source: Educational International, Vol. 5, No. 5, September 1997. What's your fetish?.com by Karen Aitken "Fetish is about exploration, having fun, and living beyond the rules. We hereby declare that it's okay to experiment." This was the shocking introduction my Grade 9 challenge class discovered at www.whatsyourfetish.com. Their reason for visiting the Web site was out of a sense of being "disgusted and offended" at a new product's advertising tactics. The group's concerns at "fetish's" advertising to manipulate teenagers was then further enhanced by the suggestions in the above statements produced by fetish employees. The concern began when I brought in one particular fetish ad I felt was using inappropriate promoting techniques: fetish #16: "Apply generously to your neck so he can smell the scent as you shake your head no." All 28 teenagers decided to write letters to the company, as well as any young girl's magazines that had promoted the fetish products: American Cheerleader, Seventeen, and Teen. They took the initiative to bring in other ads that "use sex to sell products" and sent "discriminating messages." Some excerpts from a few students' letters: [This ad] is really distasteful and is simply promoting rape. It teaches boys NOT to stop when a girl says no. When a woman (or girl) says no, she means it, and this must be respected. By saying no, a woman is asserting her right not to have sex; it should not be taken as a personal rejection or teasing, and this right should not be abused just for your profit. My Challenge 9 class then decided to set up a hallway bulletin board, "When Ads Attack--Fight Back" to display words, images, ads, and comments about ads they felt contained inappropriate messages. Several comments from other students and staff at Frank Hurt Junior Secondary School supported the Grade 9s' initiative. This positive feedback led to the decision to contact Adbusters with some sample letters and advertisements to which each letter referred. Now more ad aware, this small group of students has decided to discuss a further campaign (with my full support) against "fetish? when responses to letters have been received. Their view is that "Even though [we] are 14 years old, do not underestimate [us] or the lengths [we] will go to, to see that you, fetish, are held responsible." Karen Aitken teaches at Frank Hurt Secondary School, Surrey. International Women's Day March 8 Video production competition The B.C. Teachers' Federation and the Canadian Association for Media Education (CAME) invite secondary students to submit 30-second to 10-minute videos addressing the theme: Is corporate advertising and sponsorship in schools philanthropy or manipulation? Submissions will be accepted in two categories: Grades 8-10 and Grades 11 and 12. Deadline for submission: May 1, 1998 Prizes: two prizes of $300 each for best overall video. four prizes of $175 in each of the following categories: cinematography, script, and editing. Look for entry forms or more information at the CAME Web site: http://interact.uoregon.edu/MediaLit/FA/MLCamebc or fax request to CAME (604) 734-9251.)
(20141003,s.youtube.com,https://s.youtube.com/stream_204?event=streamingstats&fmt=243&afmt=140&cpn=DkObl0fB0ZoyrQFw&ei=hOkuVMP4F6ui-APxkoB4&el=detailpage&docid=fevsW3pQMfw&ns=yt&fexp=914061%2C924637%2C927622%2C930666%2C931324%2C931983%2C932404%2C934030%2C937407%2C945255%2C945403%2C946013%2C947209%2C952302%2C953801%2C957900&cl=76887320&html5=1&c=WEB&cver=html5&cbr=Chrome&cbrver=34.0.1847.116&cos=X11&error=15.323:qoe.start15s:0.000&bwe=20.002:130000&cmt=20.002:0,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/CKNW?lang=ar,CKNW (@CKNW) | تويتر تويتر استعلام بحثي البحث في تويتر البحوث المحفوظة حذف حساب موثّق @ مستخدمون مُقتَرحون حساب موثّق @ حساب موثّق @ اللغة: العربيّة فارسی Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 هل لديك حساب؟ تسجيل الدخول هل أنت مستخدم جديد في تويتر؟ انضم اليوم! » تسجيل الدخول رقم هاتف، أو بريد إلكترونيّ، أو اسم مستخدم كلمة المرور تسجيل الدخول تذكّرني نسيت كلمة المرور؟ هل تستخدم تويتر عبر الرسائل النصّيّة القصيرة؟ CKNW @CKNW تغريدات ٧٦٫٩ ألف الصور/الفيديو ٢٬١٢٥ متابَعون ٣٧٢ متابِعون ٤٢٫٦ ألف المفضّلات ١٨٣   المزيد المفضّلات القوائم إلغاء الكتم عن @CKNW كتم @CKNW تابِع مُتابَع إلغاء المتابعة محظور إلغاء الحظر قيد الانتظار إلغاء CKNW @CKNW Breaking news from CKNW News Talk 980 - BC's News Leader. Vancouver, BC cknw.com انضم في يناير ٢٠٠٩ ٢٬١٢٥ صورتان أو مقطعي فيديو تغريدات تغريدات تغريدات وردود CKNW @CKNW  ·  ٦ د . @GregMooredotca makes it official announcing on Twitter he has filed his papers to seek another term in the #PoCo mayors chair. #munipoli ردّ ٠ ردّ إعادة تغريد مُعاد تغريدها ١ إعادة تغريد ١ تفضيل مُفضّلة ٠ تفضيل المزيد تضمين التغريدة CKNW مُعاد تغريدها Shelby Thom @ShelbyThom980  ·  ١٤ د . @VancouverPD looking for one suspect. White 35-40 years old, 5"10, medium build, dark clothing. Sketch to come. pic.twitter.com/1tpkpKczN4 عـرض المزيد من الصور ومقاطع الفيديو ردّ ٠ ردّ إعادة تغريد مُعاد تغريدها ٢ إعادتا تغريد ٢ تفضيل مُفضّلة ٠ تفضيل المزيد تضمين التغريدة CKNW مُعاد تغريدها Shelby Thom @ShelbyThom980  ·  ١٦ د . @VancouverPD says first victim in 80's & second victim in 90's. Third in 50's. @cknw pic.twitter.com/K1ZPFkkEk4 عـرض المزيد من الصور ومقاطع الفيديو ردّ ٠ ردّ إعادة تغريد مُعاد تغريدها ٣ إعادات تغريد ٣ تفضيل مُفضّلة ٠ تفضيل المزيد تضمين التغريدة CKNW مُعاد تغريدها Shelby Thom @ShelbyThom980  ·  ١٧ د The @VancouverPD says most recent attack Oct 3 woman confronted suspect & he allegedly punched her in the face. pic.twitter.com/s0zXXKBL5Z عـرض المزيد من الصور ومقاطع الفيديو ردّ ٠ ردّ إعادة تغريد مُعاد تغريدها ٤ إعادات تغريد ٤ تفضيل مُفضّلة ٠ تفضيل المزيد تضمين التغريدة CKNW مُعاد تغريدها Shelby Thom @ShelbyThom980  ·  ١٢ د Police say not looking at Asian targeted attacks as hate crime but rather sex crimes. pic.twitter.com/RobiTuOinC عـرض المزيد من الصور ومقاطع الفيديو ردّ ٠ ردّ إعادة تغريد مُعاد تغريدها ٣ إعادات تغريد ٣ تفضيل مُفضّلة ٠ تفضيل المزيد تضمين التغريدة CKNW مُعاد تغريدها Shelby Thom @ShelbyThom980  ·  ١٩ د The @VancouverPD issues public warning after 3 Middle aged - elderly Asian women attacked in #Vancouver April-Oct pic.twitter.com/ovdS06ms2z عـرض المزيد من الصور ومقاطع الفيديو ردّ ٠ ردّ إعادة تغريد مُعاد تغريدها ٣ إعادات تغريد ٣ تفضيل مُفضّلة ٠ تفضيل المزيد تضمين التغريدة CKNW @CKNW  ·  ١٠ د #bcpoli fall out from the Throne Speech from @christyclarkbc & @JJHorgan http://bit.ly/1uu8yyZ  #LNG عرض المُلخَّص ردّ ٠ ردّ إعادة تغريد مُعاد تغريدها ٠ إعادة تغريد تفضيل مُفضّلة ٠ تفضيل المزيد تضمين التغريدة CKNW مُعاد تغريدها Sean Leslie @seanleslie980  ·  ٤٠ د . @jjhorgan says Petronas negotiating in public, may be angling for special deal with gov. #bcpoli ردّ ٠ ردّ إعادة تغريد مُعاد تغريدها ٢ إعادتا تغريد ٢ تفضيل مُفضّلة ١ تفضيل ١ المزيد تضمين التغريدة CKNW مُعاد تغريدها Marcella Bernardo @Bernardo980  ·  ٤٠ د Lawyer says no evidence his client 'drilled' Sandy Davidsen in June 2010 and 'the smell of that has been raised again this afternoon.' ردّ ٠ ردّ إعادة تغريد مُعاد تغريدها ٢ إعادتا تغريد ٢ تفضيل مُفضّلة ٠ تفضيل المزيد تضمين التغريدة CKNW مُعاد تغريدها Sean Leslie @seanleslie980  ·  ٤٥ د @.jjhorgan says #Thronespeech dropped all mention of 100,000 LNG jobs, paying off debt. #bcpoli pic.twitter.com/0ce5fZppid عـرض المزيد من الصور ومقاطع الفيديو ردّ ٠ ردّ إعادة تغريد مُعاد تغريدها ٧ إعادات تغريد ٧ تفضيل مُفضّلة ١ تفضيل ١ المزيد تضمين التغريدة CKNW مُعاد تغريدها Marcella Bernardo @Bernardo980  ·  ٤٥ د Lawyer says Robinson didn't follow proper procedures, but actions were considered 'reasonable and proportionate' by outside investigators. ردّ ٠ ردّ إعادة تغريد مُعاد تغريدها ٢ إعادتا تغريد ٢ تفضيل مُفضّلة ٠ تفضيل المزيد تضمين التغريدة CKNW مُعاد تغريدها Marcella Bernardo @Bernardo980  ·  ٤٧ د Lawyer for . @VancouverPD officer Taylor Robinson who knocked down disabled woman in #DTES says impact is 'nothing less than profound.' ردّ ٠ ردّ إعادة تغريد مُعاد تغريدها ٢ إعادتا تغريد ٢ تفضيل مُفضّلة ٠ تفضيل المزيد تضمين التغريدة CKNW مُعاد تغريدها Sean Leslie @seanleslie980  ·  ٥٣ د . @christyclarkbc says success on #LNG would be 5 of 15 proposed plants built. Won't guess which ones will get green light. #bcpoli ردّ ٠ ردّ إعادة تغريد مُعاد تغريدها ٣ إعادات تغريد ٣ تفضيل مُفضّلة ٠ تفضيل المزيد تضمين التغريدة CKNW مُعاد تغريدها Sean Leslie @seanleslie980  ·  ٥٥ د Premier @christyclarkbc says goal still to cut GHG's by 33% by 2020, but "complicated" work still to do on LNG emissions. #bcpoli ردّ ٠ ردّ إعادة تغريد مُعاد تغريدها ٤ إعادات تغريد ٤ تفضيل مُفضّلة ١ تفضيل ١ المزيد تضمين التغريدة CKNW مُعاد تغريدها Sean Leslie @seanleslie980  ·  ساعة Premier @christyclarkbc says Petronas simply representing their shareholders. Still hopes project will proceed. pic.twitter.com/5aPryKbRKS عـرض المزيد من الصور ومقاطع الفيديو ردّ ٠ ردّ إعادة تغريد مُعاد تغريدها ٢ إعادتا تغريد ٢ تفضيل مُفضّلة ٠ تفضيل المزيد تضمين التغريدة CKNW @CKNW  ·  ساعة Debate in Ottawa over the plan laid out by the federal government to fight ISIL & ISIS. @michaeleckford @CKNW ردّ ٠ ردّ إعادة تغريد مُعاد تغريدها ٠ إعادة تغريد تفضيل مُفضّلة ١ تفضيل ١ المزيد تضمين التغريدة CKNW @CKNW  ·  ساعة 2/2 @VancouverPD say all 3 women attacked are Asian. Attacker described as a white man 35 to 40yo, 5’10” tall, wearing dark clothing. ردّ ٠ ردّ إعادة تغريد مُعاد تغريدها ١ إعادة تغريد ١ تفضيل مُفضّلة ٠ تفضيل المزيد تضمين التغريدة CKNW @CKNW  ·  ساعة . @VancouverPD are warning women to be careful after 3 attacks since April in the Oak, Cambie, & South Granville areas. 1/2 #Vancouver ردّ ٠ ردّ إعادة تغريد مُعاد تغريدها ٣ إعادات تغريد ٣ تفضيل مُفضّلة ٠ تفضيل المزيد تضمين التغريدة CKNW @CKNW  ·  ساعتان . @bcliberals #thronespeech says on economy, "we must choose to grow or decline..if we do nothing, we will have chosen decline." #lng ردّ ٠ ردّ إعادة تغريد مُعاد تغريدها ٣ إعادات تغريد ٣ تفضيل مُفضّلة ٠ تفضيل المزيد تضمين التغريدة CKNW @CKNW  ·  ساعتان . @bcliberals promising "comprehensive legislative framework" for LNG this #bcleg session that will be "fair to people of BC." #bcpoli ردّ ٠ ردّ إعادة تغريد مُعاد تغريدها ٢ إعادتا تغريد ٢ تفضيل مُفضّلة ٠ تفضيل المزيد تضمين التغريدة قد يعاني تويتر من الحمل الزائد أو يواجه عطلًا مؤقتًا. حاول مرّة أخرى قم بزيارة حالة تويتر لمزيد من المعلومات. إغلاق قام CKNW بمتابعة لا تفوّت أي تحديثات من CKNW Vancouver, BC · تغيير © 2014 تويتر عن تويتر مساعدة معلومات الإعلانات إغلاق المتداوَلة متداوَلة خُصّصت لك. المواضيع المتداولة تتيح طريقة فريدة لإبقائك على اطّلاع على كلّ ما يهمّك. يتمّ تخصيصها من أجلك بناءً على موقعك الجغرافيّ وعلى مَن تتابع. تغيير احتفظ بالمواضيع المتداولة المخصّصة احصل على الموضوعات المتداولة عالميًا تمّ تجاهَل إغلاق السابق التالي إغلاق اذهب إلى الملف الشخصي البحوث المحفوظة حذف حساب موثّق @ مستخدمون مُقتَرحون حساب موثّق @ حساب موثّق @ إغلاق هل تريد إعادة تغريد هذا لمتابعيك؟ إلغاء إعادة تغريد إغلاق هل أنت متأكد أنك تريد حذف هذه التغريدة؟ إلغاء حذف إغلاق حظر إلغاء حظر إضافة موقع جغرافى إلى تغريداتك حينما تغرّد مع عرض موقعك الجغرافي فإنّ تويتر يقوم بتخزين هذا الموقع. بامكانك تفعيل/تعطيل إضافة موقعك الجغرافي قبل كل تغريدة، ولديك الخيار لحذف سجل موقعك الجغرافي. معرفة المزيد تشغيل خاصية تحديد الموقع الجغرافي ليس الآن إيقاف خاصية الموقع الجغرافي إغلاق ملخص الملف الشخصي إغلاق قوائمك إغلاق إنشاء قائمة جديدة اسم القائمة وصف أقل من 100 حرف، اختياري الخصوصية علنيّ · يمكن لأي شخص متابعة هذه القائمة خاصّ · أنت فقط تستطيع الدخول لهذه القائمة حفظ القائمة إغلاق إغلاق تضمين هذه التغريدة أضف هذه التغريدة لموقعك بواسطة نسخ التعليمة البرمجية أدناه. لمعرفة المزيد حسنًا، حدثت مشكلة أثناء الاتصال بالخادم. حاول مرة أخرى؟ تضمين التغريدة الأصلية تضمين الوسائط معاينة إغلاق التسجيل في تويتر لم تسجل في تويتر؟ سجل الآن، وكُن على اطلاع على الأشياء التي تهمك، و احصل على آخر الأخبار حال حدوثها. هل لديك حساب؟ تسجيل الدخول » إغلاق رموز قصيرة في اتّجاهين (إرسال واستقبال) الدولة الرمز لعملاء الولايات المتحدة الأمريكية 40404 (أيّ) كندا 21212 (أيّ) المملكة المتحدة 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 البرازيل 40404 Nextel, TIM هاييتي 40404 Digicel, Voila إيرلندا 51210 Vodafone, O2 الهند 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance إندونيسيا 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata إيطاليا 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » شاهد الرموز القصيرة للرسائل النصّيّة القصيرة للبلدان الأخرى إغلاق تأكيد)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8994,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, Number 2, November/December 2003 Teachers speak up for public education Sophie Aerts, Vancouver I am proud to be a teacher because… of the spark of learning that I bring to my students’ eyes, the pride that I’m able to help them develop in their abilities and achievements, the respect that is nurtured between teachers, students, administrators, and parents as well as the knowledge that I have one of the most important and terrific jobs in the world! Changes my students have experienced in the last two years… larger class sizes less ESL, LAC counselling, and behavioural assistance support less funding for resources (thus more time is spent copying material off the board, money and paper wasted on photocopies, and time spent scrounging age- and level-appropriate units for themes to fit the curricula). I would really like to tell Education Minister Christy Clark… 1. to scrap Bill 51—the whole idea is going to cause havoc within our school systems and communities. 2. to reinstate our collective agreement. (How about trying to teach a class of 32 students with a few kids with special needs thrown in, all by yourself, for five minutes? I strongly encourage you, Ms Clark, to drop in on a variety of public schools and try that! You might have a greater appreciation and understanding of what we do day to day!)   John Ashbridge, Fernie I am proud to be a teacher because… …I love introducing children to the world of music. It is rewarding to have a child who can’t play an instrument or read music learn how to do so. Changes my students have experienced in the last two years… …having teachers become more and more frustrated with their jobs. Also, having teachers becoming more depressed about their jobs and losing the excitement they had when they had more job security. I would really like to tell Education Minister Christy Clark… We had (we can have again) the best education system in the world. What you and the Liberal government have done has turned the clock back 30 years. Why are you scared of us? Are we the enemy?   Lorraine Baron, Central Okanagan I am proud to be a teacher because… I work very hard to improve opportunities for young adults. Because I authentically care and work hard for my students, they, in turn, respond by enthusiastically participating in their own learning. I am honoured to teach them. Changes my students have experienced in the last two years… Class sizes are larger, and there is less time for me to help individual students. Young people have been discouraged about the lack of respect/support the public and government has shown for teachers, so they are not entering the profession. There are not enough math specialists to provide the best support for students. I would really like to tell Education Minister Christy Clark… …to please forget about the few bad experiences you may have had as a student. I welcome you to spend a week with me and see just what professionals most of us are. Please respect us; we know what we are talking about. We have been in schools all our lives. We choose to teach.   Almas Godfrey, Vancouver I am proud to be a teacher because… I believe my skills help students learn about a subject I am passionate about. I have genuine, caring relationships with kids from all different backgrounds. Changes my students have experienced in the last two years… cuts to everything great books out there but no money to buy them demoralization of all concerned. I would really like to tell Education Minister Christy Clark… • Get real! • Education is the biggest equalizer of human beings—it is a right under the Canadian constitution.   Sandy Goldman, Richmond I am proud to be a teacher because… As a teacher-librarian, I get to open students’ hearts and minds to the joys of reading and the excitement of discovering how to find answers to their ever-present questions. Changes my students have experienced in the last two years… They don’t see me or get to use the library under my guidance nearly as often. We went from 21 blocks of teacher-librarian time to 12 last year. We are up to 14 blocks this year. That really means a paltry two days out of five to serve every student and staff member in the school. I would really like to tell Education Minister Christy Clark… Look to the Alberta Report on education and its call for restored funding. Look to the recent Ontario election results. Voters were fed up with the battlefield public education had become under eight years of "common sense" divide-and-conquer techniques. End the politics of division you have brought to our system. Treat teachers, students, parents, and boards of trustees with respect. These children are our future. They deserve a fully funded, full-service system, not cutbacks and closures.   Rachel Liddell, Victoria I am proud to be a teacher because… I can make a positive difference to my students lives and their learning. Through guidance and encouragement my students gain confidence and skills that enhance their lives. Changes my students have experienced in the last two years… Feeling proud and confident that with their best effort they can accomplish any reasonable goal they set their mind to. I would really like to tell Education Minister Christy Clark… I wish I had more time to spend with every student. The large class sizes make it very difficult to work with, assist, and really get to know each student’s needs and skills. Please give your head a shake and try to see that low student/teacher ratios are well worth fighting for!   Ruth Margison, Surrey I am proud to be a teacher because… I feel I can make a positive difference in students’ lives. Changes my students have experienced in the last two years… In spite of the fact that we are an inner-city school, we are seeing larger classes and cuts in special education (SEA and learning support time). I would really like to tell Education Minister Christy Clark… We need more library and SEA time desperately! Teachers are becoming ill because of workload, kids are not getting the time they deserve, and behaviour problems are surfacing as a result of student frustrations. Our literacy program is suffering because of cuts in library time; we are unable to schedule kids into guided reading groups in the efficient manner we previously used. Since the focus of the ministry and our school is to improve literacy and have students feeling positive about themselves, it seems to me that it would be in our best interests to address some of these problems. We need more teachers!   Kelly McKinney, Peace River I am proud to be a teacher because… What I do is important. I am helping kids grow into adults. I am preparing them for the future. I am shaping children’s lives. Changes my students have experienced in the last two years… Larger class sizes, less extra-curricular, and more students with special needs in each room. I am expecting there to be ramifications at school once people have their financial assistance reduced in April. I would really like to tell Education Minister Christy Clark… Support your teachers! I have never felt so alone in my entire career. Work with teachers and not against them. I feel this is a witch hunt and the government is out to get to me; it’s like you are just waiting for me to make a mistake so you can get rid of me.   Joanne Nokleby, Chilliwack I am proud to be a teacher because… I have had the privilege of being one of the first teachers in the public education of a child, as I am a primary teacher. I have always tried to make each child’s experience in my class a positive one. It makes me proud when children I have taught are excited and happy to see me. Changes my students have experienced in the last two years… Lack of support from learning assistance, district counsellors, speech pathologists. These people are always/often in meetings or doing ministry paper work, and this takes away from direct help to the students. I would really like to tell Education Minister Christy Clark… I have taught for 25 years and recently I was harassed verbally by a parent I had never met. He has now been barred from coming near me. I felt unsafe at work and had to take time off. I worry that you are encouraging parents to "bully" teachers and then rationalize this behaviour by saying "We are doing it for our kids."   Cassandra Smith, Nanaimo/Ladysmith I am proud to be a teacher because… I am able to make a difference in young people’s lives. I feel I am a great leader and role model. Just being a part of a school community makes me proud. Sadly, as a TOC, I am not working in a school this year. I feel very disconnected from the system Changes my students have experienced in the last two years… • larger class sizes • lack of funding I would really like to tell Education Minister Christy Clark… I challenge you to be a teacher for one month. I hope that would allow you to see what it is like in a school where there are large class sizes, and the change in our youth today. It is not as easy as you think! There is a lot of planning and adapting for students’ needs.   You can speak up for public education by going to www.bctf.ca/SpeakUp.html Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7132,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 2, October 2005 Teachers will not be silenced by Jinny Sims We are at a critical juncture for the future of public schools in this province. We want to work with parents, trustees, and government to improve the services we can offer our students and ensure that we can meet their needs. The unity and determination expressed by our 88.4% strike vote undermines the government claim that the BCTF is somehow different or separate from teachers. Together we have faced a consistent and concerted effort by this government to undermine our students’ learning conditions, our working conditions, and to isolate and silence teachers. Our determined and resolute effort to minimize the damage to our schools and students has attracted support from parents, trustees, the courts, and the general public. The government itself has been forced to focus on the issue of class size and composition, the loss of specialist teachers, and the need for support for students with special needs. Parents and members of the public are aware of our efforts and have been very supportive. In June 2004, and again in June of 2005, 88% of British Columbians said they thought it important for teachers to speak out on public education issues like funding cuts, larger classes, and reduced support for children with special needs. In all of the polling we do, teachers are always viewed as the most dependable source of information about public schools. The public understands both the need for improvements for students’ learning conditions and the need for a salary increase. It was only three years ago that the government stripped the protections for students’ services from our collective agreement. As a result, students have experienced larger classes, fewer services from specialist teachers, and less support for students with special needs. We have seen more than 120 neighbourhood schools closed. In bargaining, the government through its bargaining agent, has taken the position that teachers can not discuss students’ learning conditions and that there is no money for any improvements for students or teachers. This government treats the teaching profession with contempt. It ignores teachers when making education-related decisions. We find out about changes to programs through the media. Teachers, who are parents, are not allowed to sit on the school planning council of their child’s school. The government fired the elected college councillors and seized control of the BC College of Teachers. It took a year and a half of united action to have our college returned to democratic self-governance. After the government stripped learning conditions like class size from the collective agreement and passed legislation with limits for K–3 and averages for Grades 4–12, the employer took the position that teachers could not grieve any breech of those legislated limits. The Supreme Court of Canada upheld our right to grieve these violations. When the government stripped our collective agreement and designated education an essential service, we appealed to the International Labour Organization, a United Nations body made up of representatives of government, business, and labour. The ILO ruled that education is not an essential service, the government should repeal that legislation, open talks with the BCTF, and refrain from legislating contracts. Premier Campbell said he felt no pressure whatsoever to bring B.C. into compliance with the ILO. It is an odd position for a government to adopt as it calls on the U.S. government to follow the rules on softwood lumber sales. Some teachers were told by their employer that they were not allowed to discuss class size and learning conditions with parents during parent-teacher interviews. We grieved and won that fight as well. The employer went to court to have the arbitrator’s decision overturned. They lost and we were awarded costs. The employer has now announced that it is going to the Supreme Court in another attempt to silence teachers. Gordon Campbell stated on CKNW Radio on September 27, 2005, that any problems with class size and composition are the responsibility of school boards. On September 28, 2005, Shirley Bond, minister of education, announced that the ministry would begin collecting class-size data from school boards for the first time. Bond went on to say that school planning councils, made up of an administrator, parents, and a teacher representative, were the proper body to decide on issues of class size and composition. Ironically, this was the same day the employer announced that it was going to the Supreme Court of Canada to silence teachers. This government downloads costs on school boards, doesn’t provide adequate funding, suggests that any problems are the fault of school boards or SPCs, and attempts to silence the voice of teachers. We need a different approach—one that respects students, parents, and teachers. Teachers believe that these problems can only be solved through respectful dialogue. Teachers can be proud of the stand we have taken on behalf of our students learning conditions and our profession. Jinny Sims is president of the the B.C. Teachers’ Federation. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12742,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 1999 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 12, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 1999 So that’s the way it happened by Ken Novakowski When I began teaching, in Langley School District in 1971, I was paid the same as the other teachers in the district who had the same years of education and experience. In 1971, B.C. teachers were still 17 years away from gaining full collective-bargaining rights, but our locals were recognized bargaining units for salaries and benefits, and the BCTF was there to support us in our efforts to gain improvements. Although we did not possess the right to strike, we had binding arbitration to resolve disputes not settled by negotiations. Many events in the history of the BCTF had given rise to the conditions that determined my economic welfare as a teacher in 1971. I want to discuss two of those events here: the teacher strike in New Westminster in 1921 and the Langley dispute of 1939–40. After the 1919 teacher strike in Victoria, the provincial government introduced arbitration for resolving teacher-board salary disputes. The amendment to the Public School Act read: “The Board of School Trustees of any school district may enter into an agreement with one or more teachers by arbitration in such manner as may be determined by agreement.” But there was no requirement to recognize teacher locals as bargaining agents for teachers. Boards could refuse to enter into arbitration and if they did enter into arbitration, they were not bound by the results of the arbitration. But it was a start. By 1921, teacher salaries in New Westminster had fallen behind salaries in other districts in the Lower Mainland. After unsuccessful attempts by the New Westminster Teachers’ Association to engage the board in negotiations, the NWTA, led by their president, George Ford, sent an ultimatum to the board: “Unless the School Board consents to meet the executive and arrange a salary schedule mutually satisfactory to both parties, the teachers will not be in school on Monday (February 14, 1921).” Only two of 86 teachers showed up for work on Monday after the board refused to meet with the NWTA executive. After a week-long strike and public pressure on the board from parents and the community, the school board agreed to meet with teacher representatives. The settlement reached included recognition of the teachers’ association and an attempt to negotiate teacher salaries, with arbitration as a resolution if negotiations failed. Sadly, the negotiations did fail, but the arbitration board decision did favour the teacher position on salaries. Not until new trustee elections almost a year later were the arbitrated salaries finally honoured. The New Westminster strike was a key event in teacher history because it led to recognition of a teacher-organized bargaining unit. During the strike, support for the NWTA poured in from teachers all across B.C. and the rest of Canada. It was the genesis of the BCTF reserve fund, which, for over half a century, financed initiatives to improve bargaining. In 1987–88, the reserve fund became the Collective Bargaining Defense Fund. Almost twenty years after the New Westminster strike, another key development in the acheivement of bargaining rights for teachers occurred in Langley. The government had finally enshrined compulsory arbitration in legislation, in 1937. That legislation did not sit well with some school boards. They continued to fight their loss of arbitrary power over, and control of, teachers. Connie Jervis was the president of the Langley Teachers’ Association for the 1939–40 school year, and the teachers presented their case to the school board for a salary increase. The board would not agree to an increase; instead it imposed its own schedule of individual teacher salaries. The teachers asked to have the matter submitted to arbitration, but the board refused to do so voluntarily. When the teachers invoked the compulsory aspect of arbitration that had become law two years earlier, the board continued to refuse to co-operate. The board would not appoint a member to the arbitration board, so government did so for the board. The board refused to make a presentation to the arbitration board. The arbitration board ruled in favour of the teachers. The school board refused to pay the teachers the arbitrated award. So the teachers took the board to court and had the court order the school board to pay the arbitrated award. The school board again refused to pay the arbitrated award and proceeded to fire all the Langley teachers on the arbitration list. The fired teachers appealed to a Board of Reference under the Public Schools Act, and the firings were promptly rescinded. But still the school board persisted. When teachers’ assignments were posted in the local newspaper, The Langley Advance, five of the teachers active in the arbitration fight had been demoted by the school board. But the teachers persisted, and the five demoted teachers, on opening day in September of 1940, showed up in the school and classroom assignment they had left in June. The chairperson of the school board actually went from school to school ordering the teachers to their new assignments. Then the provincial government finally acted and fired the Langley School Board and replaced it with a single trustee administrator. The teachers were all returned to their June assignments and paid the arbitrated award. The Langley case demonstrated the significant acts of courage that were undertaken by a handful of teachers in a community where the local press and sentiment were largely against them. The stories from New Westminster and Langley stand out as examples of teachers acting together with the full and ongoing support of the B.C. Teachers¹ Federation to expand the bargaining rights of teachers. Even when the rights were won, they still had to be protected. In both situations, school boards refused to acknowledge their loss of arbitrary power and control over the work lives of teachers. More recently, some trustees have refused to recognize the right of teachers to negotiate their working conditions by refusing to ratify the provincial agreement with new primary-class-size limits and some minimum levels for non-enrolling teachers. Ken Novakowski is director of the BCTF¹s Organization Support Division. Focus groups on collective bargaining The BCTF will be holding eight focus groups in different regions of the province. Each session will involve 12 randomly selected members for two days, discussing collective bargaining topics‹economic issues, employment and job security, professional issues, and teacher workload. The BCTF has commissioned MacIntyre and Mustel Research to conduct the focus groups on our behalf. They will prepare a final report based on the eight sessions and deliver it to the BCTF Executive Committee by the end of February 2000. The information gathered through the focus groups will be used in planning and organizing for the next round of collective bargaining. The objective-setting process for the next round will begin with meetings and discussions in all locals in the fall of 2000. A delegated, decision-making bargaining conference will take place early in 2001. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/SocialJustice.aspx?id=6300&printPage=true,BCTF > Letter from Joviel Acevedo Ayala – General Coordinator of the Guatemalan Teachers’ Assembly  	BCTF Social Justice  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Social Justice > Programs and Workshops > International Solidarity Letter from Joviel Acevedo Ayala – General Coordinator of the Guatemalan Teachers’ Assembly Friday, March 12, 2004 Please receive in solidarity, fraternal and combative greetings from the Guatemalan Education Workers Union – STEG – thanking your kindness and interest in having a representative of our union participate in the BCTF Annual General Meeting that is taking place in Vancouver. The efforts that you have made in relation to the trip of STEG representative Joviel Acevedo to your general meeting did not bear fruit in the embassies of the United States and Mexico. First, because the US embassy demanded so many requisites that were impossible for a teacher and a trade unionist to fulfill. They required that the applicant have a high salary, bank accounts, and own property, among other things. Then you kindly agreed to re-route Joviel’s flight through Mexico. At first the Mexican emabssy did not demand many requisites, but gave me a Visa appointment for today, March 12 at 8 AM. When I arrived, they demanded that I provide a deposit of four traveler’s cheques of USD $50 each, evidence of bank accounts and a letter from CoDevelopment Canada agreeing to assume responsibility if I stayed in Mexico. They did not ask me for these things until today when I came for the appointment they had set. It is all so absurd because we, as union leaders have so much commitment and work to do here in our country in the benefit of our people. Why would we stay in another country? It appears that we teachers and trade unionists are no longer able to leave the country to participate in events or to receive training, much less for a vacation. There are now several union leaders who have been denied transit visas to both countries (the US and Mexico). A teacher in Guatemala lives from day to day on his salary. The majority of us do not own real estate, much less our own home, nor do we have bank accounts – the meagre salary we earn is all spent on food for our families and other basic necessities – we have nothing left to save. We would have so much liked to share our struggles and experiences with you leaders and representatives of BC teachers. In our place, we hope that you can present the delegates with a copy of this letter, or at least read it to the assembly so they understand the obstacles we faced in coming to you - even though the Canadian embassy granted us a visa to Canada without any problem at all. We send thanks and solidarity to all the participants at the BCTF General Meeting and we hope that you, who can come to Guatemala without major problems, will visit us and share your experiences. The situation that most worries us is the economic expense that the BCTF has incurred in your efforts to share with us. This, for us, represents a great loss and a failed opportunity. We hope that you understand our situation, and that the unconditional support and solidarity you have thus far shown Guatemalan teachers and our union will continue and be strengthened, with the goal of defending free, good quality and mandatory public education for all. Although we are not physically present with you due to the obstacles thrown up by the US and Mexican embassies, and compañero Joviel Acevedo Ayala cannot attend the event in Vancouver; we send our fraternal greetings to the General Meeting of the BCTF. With a great deal of affection, we send you the sincere embraces of Joviel Acevedo Ayala and all the National Executive Committee of STEG and its affiliates.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=25448,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > March 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 5, March 2012   dÈ-jý vu  By Jennie Boulanger   I wrote this letter in June 1993 and it was published in the local papers. I marvel that the same letter applies right now!  We don’t seem to be getting through to you. Teachers in this province are concerned for our students. We need smaller class sizes and extra help when kids with special needs are integrated among the other 30 students in our class. Hey, but you probably haven’t been a student in our classrooms for a while now. Allow me to paint a more relevant picture for you. There’s a new restaurant in the neighbourhood, and you decide to try it out for dinner. The waitress is slow in getting to you, but she seems pleasant enough and explains that due to lack of funds, the manager has given each server a larger amount of tables to service than is optimal. You order your dinner and observe other customers while you are waiting. The gentleman next to you seems a little confused. When the waitress arrives he tells her in halting English that he cannot read the menu. She patiently reads it out to him, explaining each entry, makes some recommendations, and then takes his order. The woman across from you calls the waitress over and explains that she is a diabetic and her companion has anaphylactic reactions to foods containing nuts. She asks for advice on what to order. The waitress needs to check with the cook about this, and lets the woman know that it may take a little while, as the cook has no kitchen help, due to lack of funds, and is very busy. You notice that at another table, a mentally handicapped customer is having some difficulties and has dropped all of his utensils several times. Each time, the waitress patiently arrives with some new cutlery to replace the soiled ones. Suddenly, a woman in the far corner, who has been drinking quite heavily, begins shouting loudly and makes threatening gestures to surrounding customers. The waitress quickly walks over to assist the waiter in that section to calm the customer. On the way, she must explain to a disgruntled customer, waiting for service in her own section, that due to lack of funds a bouncer has not been hired, so it is necessary for the staff to assist each other whenever violent situations arise. Your meal finally arrives. It is of satisfactory quality, and to your amazement, the waitress has managed to get your meal to you still steaming hot. You are perturbed that you had to wait such a long time, but can empathize with your waitress’ situation. Throughout her hectic shift, she has maintained a calm, patient, caring, and under-standing exterior. You tip her well, but know that you will never return to this eating establishment again. Now let’s bring this back to the classroom. You represent an “average” student. The diabetic and the anaphylactic customers represent “special needs” students, perhaps severely learning disabled or physically disabled. The mentally handicapped customer represents an “educable mentally handicapped student.” The belligerent, potentially violent customer, represents a “severe behaviour disorder” student who is a potentially violent customer. The man with halting English represents one of many “English as a Second Language” students (ESL). The servers in this restaurant are teachers, and the cook’s helpers, bouncers, bussers, and hosts are the support personnel for those teachers (counselors, tutors, learning assistance teachers, ESL teachers, etc.). You are lucky. You can choose not to return to this restaurant. Think about the kids. They have no choice. Think about the teachers. Please try to understand. We are not complaining without just cause. We just want a better learning/teaching environment for our students, and yes, for ourselves. The teachers who are not settling their contracts feel strongly that money needs to be directed toward their concerns, and that the money should not come out of their own salaries. Think about it. If you work really hard to make your customers happy, and more customers arrive, should your manager expect you to contribute your tips/wages to hire more staff?  Jennie Boulanger, Burnaby teacher and ex-waitress   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/DidYouKnow.aspx?id=29094,BCTF > Did You Know No. 3, November 2012  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Did You Know archives 2013–14  2012–13  2011-12    2010–11  2009–10     Home > Publications > Newsletters and Alerts > Did You Know > 2012-13 Archives Did You Know?  PDF format  BC’s child poverty rate second worst in Canada  First Call, the BC Child and Youth Advocacy Coalition, has  just issued its annual Child Poverty Report Card.  The report shows little has  changed. British Columbia still had a dismal record in 2010  in its child  poverty rate (second worst in Canada), according to Statistics Canada, and BC had the highest poverty rate in Canada for  all persons. The number  of children  living  in poverty in BC was  119,000 using  the before-tax measure (about the same as the total populations of New Westminster, Esquimalt, Cranbrook, and Williams  Lake combined). Particular groups of children are  over-represented in these numbers: Children of Aboriginal identity Children of female lone-parent families Children in racialized families Children with disabilities During this BCTF Year  of Provincial Action, November focused on  child poverty. Members wore End Child Poverty band-aid stickers and were signing on  to a petition to be  presented to local  mayors. The BCTF is asking municipalities to petition government for  a provincial poverty plan. Find out more at www.BetterSchoolsBC.ca and bctf.ca. Read  the full report from First Call: http://tinyurl.com/b65hylw  No. 3 – November 2012 Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8116&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 7, May/June 2005 Arts education and creativity promote peace by Sharon Richards At the 30th session of the UNESCO General Conference in 1999, the Director-General urged the international community to promote arts education and creativity at school and in other settings as a means of promoting peace. He called upon the UNESCO’s member states "to take appropriate administrative, financial, and legal measures to ensure that the teaching of the arts... is compulsory throughout the school cycle, from nursery school up until the last year of secondary school." In response to that appeal, UNESCO declared that the following decade would focus on promoting the arts in education, and it implemented a program to place arts education at the heart of all educational programs and activities. The decade is now half over. What is the status of art education in B.C., and what has the province been doing to promote the arts in education? One source of encouragement for the B.C. Art Teachers’ Association (BCATA) is its Art in Public Places program. Both the BCTF and the Ministry of Education, as partners with BCATA in this program, profile the talents of students and raise the profile of the visual arts in education by providing gallery space in their respective offices. The work is rotated to highlight the work of schools around the province, and students are given Robert Bateman sketchbooks as a token of appreciation and an encouragement of their artistic endeavours. Our current minister of education was so pleased with the program that he requested an additional display of student artwork for his own office. Furthermore, teachers committed to arts education, while leery of pre-election promises, welcomed the recent news from the ministry that the fine arts will receive additional funding. The concerns, however, are numerous. In a decade when our nation has made a commitment to focus on the arts at all grade levels, the ministry has changed its graduation requirements so that students can choose either a Fine Arts 11 or an Applied Skills 11 course, and no longer have to complete both; it is now possible for a student to have no fine arts instruction after Grade 9. There is also widespread concern that Planning 10 and the graduation portfolio requirements, by taking up space in the timetable, are displacing fine arts electives and reducing options. Arts educators are also worried that the upcoming Planning 8/9 requirements will further erode fine arts offerings. Students need to experience a broad range of electives in order to make planning and career choices prior to post-secondary education. It is imperative that they not miss exposure to the richness of what the arts can offer on a personal, experiential level, and that they be exposed to the myriad career possibilities involving the arts. Not only are we facing a reduction in fine arts requirements and elective choices, but in this decade of the arts, we’re facing the loss of art specialists. For example, while most elementary and middle school teachers teach art, no teacher-training programs in this province have mandatory art courses. Furthermore, with the current trend toward the middle-school configuration, more generalist teachers are moving from the elementary system to the middle school, which means that Art 8 (and sometimes Art 9), which has traditionally been taught by an art specialist, is often being taught by a generalist, who may or may not have had an art methodology course. Additional strain on art education in this province is created by the trend toward multigrade classes that don’t allow for the sequential IRPs to function as they were intended. With a 9–12 split, for example, it is extremely difficult to cover all the learning outcomes of a very sophisticated curriculum, and it is hard to build on foundational skills from one year to the next. What about the financial measures UNESCO urged us to take to ensure quality education in the arts? Budgets have been cut around the province, and the burden to pay additional course fees has been downloaded to the students, which raises all kinds of social-justice issues. Teachers are attempting to deal with the problem by purchasing fewer and cheaper supplies, but it’s difficult to convince one’s students that their work is valued when the quality of materials is substandard. Elementary teachers have commented that their schools run out of basic supplies like construction paper by March, and that parent advisory committees are trying to raise money to purchase materials so that the teachers in their schools can achieve the learning outcomes required in the IRPs. In a society with have and have-not communities, school budgets should stretch to include all supplies necessary to achieve the learning outcomes of the provincial curriculum. Thus far, our track record with UNESCO is not strong. One can only hope that the remaining five years of this decade see a turn-around, and that arts education is reinforced, rather than eroded. Sharon Richards teaches at Westsyde Secondary School, Kamloops and is president of the B.C. Art Teachers’ Association.)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8922,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, Number 3, January/February 2004 Underfunding a first-rate education system by Norm Gleadow I wrote this letter to the editor of The Coast Reporter, September 8, 2003, in response to the full-page ad placed by the Ministry of Education headlined "Funding a first rate education system." If you are a teacher, an administrator, a parent, a community member, or have anything to do with the educational system, then you will know from first-hand experience that the educational funding the government is allocating to schools is wholly inadequate. In our district, despite the best efforts of the teachers, parents, administrators, and the board office, we are seeing reduced bussing services, increased class sizes at the secondary and upper elementary levels, inadequate resources for supplies in the schools, almost no money to purchase textbooks for classrooms, fewer librarians, fewer special education teachers, reduced support for special education, less counselling, many split classes, and insufficient money for new equipment, equipment replacement, or equipment maintenance. The ministry said in the ad: "This year school boards received $117 million more than in 2000–01." This means that the provincial education budget in three years went from $4.73 billion to $4.85 billion, a total increase of 2.5%. Can anyone (other than Christy Clark and her Liberal colleagues) claim that an increase over the past three years of 2.5% represents a real increase in funding? During the same period, the inflation rate or CPI in Canada was 8.87% (Bank of Canada figures). So, if we have had a 2% reduction in enrolment in the province and an 8% reduction in the number of teachers, let’s be generous and say that the system should then cost 3% less that it did in 2000–01. Therefore, the dollar increase needed to maintain the system at the same level that Christy Clark has identified as "First Rate" would be an increase of 5.87% over the 2000–01 year. The system should receive $5.0 billion, or $150 million more than she has allocated. She is saying that in 2005–06, the budget will be $5.0 billion. By then, the system will be severely damaged and distorted. A system that was first rate in 2000–01 cannot continue to be first rate if resources allocated to it are decreased. The Ontario government, as part of its "Common Sense Revolution," rapidly introduced a new funding formula, reduced funding, a standard centrally defined curriculum, a standard report card, and province-wide testing starting in Grade 10. It emphasized greater accountability with fiscal restraint. It combined that with continual attacks on the professionalism of teachers. Sound familiar? Generally its policies have failed and stressed the system to the point where it is now scrambling to repair it. Our government is doing the same thing. Indeed, much of its agenda is a direct copy of Ontario’s. Unfortunately, it is not paying attention to the damage it is doing. We do have a first-rate system; but it is under siege. By every international measure, our students outperform those of almost every industrialized nation in the world. To maintain that costs money; it is an investment we need to make. Our children deserve no less. This government is underfunding education. Its advertisement in this newspaper was a deliberate attempt to mislead us all. Norm Gleadow is president of the Sunshine Coast Teachers’ Association. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Foster parents are ordinary people engaged in extraordinary acts of kindness. Join the team! http://t.co/6jUkcsOp6V" @Teresa_Wat - 04:31pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9176,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 19, Number 1, September 2006 10 New BCTF lesson aids 1 LA 9347—Children’s Global Arts: Communicating The World We Want, Tim Hopper, Kathy Sanford, Nadine Cruickshanks, DVD, 33 p. Project Guide, ©2005. This DVD tells the story of the Children’s Global Arts project, which started in 2003. The project is an exchange of artwork between children in Canada and children in war-torn Afghanistan and Iraq and is based on the theme "The World We Want." The DVD contains video footage of five lessons created and taught by teachers to develop arts-based exchanges with children. The children’s artistic expressions impart images and impressions of the world we live in and visions for the world we want. The project web site has examples of children’s expressions from around the world: www.educ.uvic.ca/globalarts/. Grades K–6. $18.95. 2 LA7071—Home Economics Now: Transformative Practice, Ecology, and Everyday Life, edited by Mary Gale Smith, Linda Peterat and Mary Leah de Zwart, 174 p. ©2004. This book is a collection of papers originally presented at the Vaines Symposium held at UBC in September 2003 to honour Dr. Eleanore Vaines. Each of the nine chapters demonstrates the deep influence Vanes’ scholarship, theorizing, and research has had on the next generation of scholars in home economics, human ecology, family studies and education. The contributors highlight the recurring themes of Eleanore Vaines’ work: transforming practice through reflection guided by a moral vision, re-imaging the world as our home, attending the common good and the ecological values for living in harmony with our world, and uncovering the wholeness and sacredness of everyday life. This book also includes a collection of maps/charts created by Eleanore Vaines to guide her theoretical inquiries. Grades 8–Adult. $29.95. 3 LA 8007—Basic Phonics Skills, Level A, Grades PreK–K, produced by Evan-Moor Educational Publishers, 290 p. ©2004. This book features 239 reproducible skill sheets and 26 reproducible Little Alphabet Readers. The book is organized into sections by phonetic or structural element, with each skill presented in the same consistent format. Worksheets for each skill progress in difficulty so that teachers may choose practice that meets individual student needs. Note that the book is published in the USA and may contain some US-based standards. $29.95 4 LA 8008—Basic Phonics Skills, Level B. Grades K–1, Produced by Evan-Moor Educational Publishers, 290 p., ©2004. This book features 238 reproducible skill sheets and 20 reproducible Little Phonics Readers featuring stories that utilize the phonetic elements presented in that book. The book is organized into sections by phonetic or structural element, with each skill presented in the same consistent format. Worksheets for each skill progress in difficulty so that teachers may choose practice that meets individual student needs. Note that the book is published in the USA and may contain some US-based standards. $29.95 5 LA 9593—Experimenting with Physical Science: A Sourcebook for Elementary and Middle School Teachers, Gordon Gore, 302 p. ©2006. This illustrated book is an updated version and collection of all of the author’s previous "Experimenting With" series: Experimenting with Light and Colour, Experimenting with Forces, Experimenting with Simple Machines, Experimenting with Electricity, Experimenting with Air, Experimenting with Energy, and Experimenting with Physical and Chemical Changes. Teacher guides and chapter tests are included within the book for all topics. This book includes hands-on science activities for young people. The activities may be done in pairs or small groups of students. Many of the activities require only readily available materials. Grades 6–9. $31.95 6 LA 9773—Any Kid Can Write Music! Anne Spitzer Hill, 14 p. ©2005. This unit plan was written to assist teachers in guiding elementary students through a series of simple, fun and logical steps to create and perform a composition for either recorder or xylophone. Includes concepts to be learned, materials required, five lessons and a performance outline. Grades 4–5 $3.95 7 LA 3202—Legends and Teachings of Xeel’s’ the Creator, Pacific Educational Press, 112 p., ©2006. This book provides a rich source of Coast Salish history and teachings through the four traditional stories of Elder Ellen Rice White, handed down to her from her grandparents and their ancestors. The tales are ancient but their lessons are surprisingly modern: how a mother can help her baby survive and thrive,how a community can prevent preteens from becoming angry and rebellious, how people from different cultures can learn to respect one another and celebrate their differences, and how a young man can learn to take responsibility for the children he has fathered. The book fulfills many of the Prescribed Learning Outcomes listed in the BC Ministry of Education Integrated Resource Package (2000), and it is especially well suited as a learning resource for BC First Nations Studies students. Grades 4+ $18.95 8 LA 3214—Timeline History of Aboriginal Peoples in British Columbia, BCTF, 28 cm x 170 cm poster, ©2006. This colourful poster includes selected times with a description of important historical events from pre-contact and 1492–2001, written from the perspective of the Aboriginal peoples in British Columbia. 9 LA F9408B—Math de tête ! 6e année, Annie St-Amand, 60 p. ©2003. Un cahier d’activités reliées aux nombres et leur valeur, les quatre opérations, les fractions et les nombres décimaux, les mesures, la logique : stratégies, connaissances et applications. Les Éditions-À Reproduire. Niveau 6e et 7e. $31.95 et LA F9408B—Math de tête ! 6e année, Corrigé de l’enseignant, 60 p. ©2003. $12.95 10 LA F9906—Quand revient septembre Guide sur la gestion de classe participative (vol. 1), Jacqueline Caron, 450 p. ©1994. Un guide sur la gestion de classe participative à l’intention du personnel enseignant du pré-scolaire, du primaire et du secondaire. Les thèmes : comment développer une approche centrée sur l’élève, créer un climat motivant dans la classe, comment gérer les apprentissages avec l’élève, comment gérer sa classe pour gérer les différences, questionner son comment faire, comment actualiser la philosophie et le contenu des programmes. $52.95. et LA F9907--Quand revient septembre Recueil d’outils organisationnels (vol. 2), Jacqueline Caron, 437 p. ©1997. Dans ce recueil d’outils organisationnels : raffiner son modèle participatif, la participation de l’apprenant, créer un climat propice à l’apprentissage, enrichir sa pratique, se réapproprier sa profession. Matériel reproductible inclus. $52.95. More curriculum resources and information are available at www.bcalmer.ca. To order any of the above lesson aids, enclose a cheque payable to the BCTF or authorized purchase order to BCTF Lesson Aids Service 100-550 West 6th Ave., Vancouver, BC V5Z 4P2 or telephone 604-871-2180 or toll free 1-800-663-9163, Local 2180, with a Visa or Mastercard. GST and postage/handling are included in the prices. Orders are sent by return mail. Lesson Aids office and display room hours: 9:00-5:00 Mon. to Fri. from Sept. to June; 9:00-5:00 Tues. to Fri. during July and Aug.; 9:00–12:00 on Sat. during Sept., Oct., Jan., and Feb. bctf.ca/TeachingResources.aspx?id=6414. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20140925,www.blogger.com,http://www.blogger.com/feeds/6870458664232083246/5787384851556106914/comments/default,Moved Temporarily Moved Temporarily The document has moved here.)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141006,globalnews.ca,http://globalnews.ca/news/1566757/details-emerging-of-a-6-year-deal-negotiated-by-bctf-government/,Teachers to vote on tentative deal on Thursday: the details  | Globalnews.ca Your Region: National BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg On TV: News Hour Sections National National sections Locals Local sections Watch Watch sections Search Canada Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released Sections Health Money Consumer Tech Entertainment Environment Science Lifestyle Sports Featured Canada World Politics Investigations Canada Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released Your Region National Change BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Health Money Consumer Tech Entertainment Environment Science Lifestyle Sports Jump to a Region National BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Man trying to reach Bermuda in inflatable bubble rescued by Coast Guard Schedule NowNews Hour 6:30pmGlobal National More Programs Global National The West Block 16x9 The Morning Show More Personalities Dawna Friesen Carolyn Jarvis Liza Fromer Tom Clark More News Major snowfall covers N. Manitoba Entertainment ‘Gone Girl’ wins weekend box office News Journalist with Ebola arrives at US hospital Canada Quebecor sells off Sun newspaper chain News Crowdfunded bus debuts in Toronto Entertainment Depardieu reveals past as escort, thief Canada MPs debate motion for airstrikes in Iraq Sports NBA extends television deals for 9 years Trending Maple Syrup Heist Hong Kong protests Iraq crisis Luka Magnotta Ebola outbreak enterovirus D68 Ukraine Retail Wars http://globalnews.ca/tag/bc-teachers-strike/"> News Live blog Daycare Options Wages Class Size What is E80? Class Composition Video BC Teachers Strike September 17, 2014 8:30 am Teachers to vote on tentative deal on Thursday: the details By Amy Judd and Justin McElroy  Global News BC teachers dispute: Finally, a tentative deal 01:57 BC teachers dispute: Finally, a tentative deal 03:11 BC teachers dispute: Deal details 01:44 BC teachers dispute: Deal reaction 06:59 BC teachers dispute: Is it a good deal? 05:21 BC teachers deal: Is the new deal affordable? 01:44 BC teachers dispute: Back to school shopping 06:34 BC teachers dispute: What will the school year look like? 02:07 Okanagan teachers to vote Thursday 02:11 BC teachers strike: Tentative deal reached, school may start Monday 06:31 BC teachers dispute: Press conference review 03:00 BC teachers dispute: Relief to have a deal 01:51 BC teachers dispute: What does tentative deal mean for kids? 02:53 BIV: Social media and the teachers’ dispute 11:28 BC teachers dispute: What this deal means? 09:54 BC teachers dispute: Tentative deal reached What is this? Sponsored content is written by Global News' editorial staff without any editorial influence by the sponsor. If you'd like to learn more... What is this ? X What is this? Sponsored content is written by Global News' without any editorial influence by the sponsor. If you'd like to learn more... VANCOUVER – Details have now emerged on the six-year deal that has been negotiated between the BCTF and the provincial government. Teachers have yet to vote on the deal, which will take place on Thursday, and the question of when kids will go back to school remains unanswered at this time. Story continues below An e-mail was sent to BCTF members early Tuesday evening outlining the tentative deal; read the full text of the e-mail here. But this is what is currently known about the tentative deal: Wages: A 7.25 per cent increase over the six years, which is what the government had been offering for several months. Class size and composition: The government will create a $400 million teaching fund that will allow them to hire approximately 1000 new teachers over the course of the six-year deal. This fund can be used to hire both regular teachers and specialists.  The government had originally offered $300 million for the fund. One-time payout: The government is giving the BCTF a payment of $108 million they can use as they see fit. There is speculation the BCTF may use it to give its members a signing bonus of approximately $3,500 per teacher – which would be close to the $5,000 the BCTF was asking for. E80: The government withdrew the controversial E80 clause, which would have superceded any final court decision over class size and composition stemming from the 2002 teachers’ dispute. Instead, the two sides agreed to a re-opening clause, which would allow either side to separately negotiate over specific issues arising from any future verdict. Premier Christy Clark said the deal is “historic” and has never been done in British Columbia’s history. “That means five years of labour peace ahead of us,” added Clark. “Those are five years in which we can spend our time, rather than bargaining and being in a constant state, as we have been for almost 30 years, of moving from one bargaining session to the next. “We’ll have five years in which we can sit and talk about the things that really matter and that’s improving education for children in classrooms.” BCTF president Jim Iker said a simple “thank you” to the 41,000 teachers in B.C. “You stood up for what you believed in and stood strong for your rights in a B.C. public education system,” said Iker, who also thanked the thousands of parents, students and community groups who have supported the teachers through the strike. WATCH: Tuesday’s press conference with BCTF President Jim Iker The BCTF is recommending the teachers vote ‘yes’ to ratify the agreement. To finalize the deal, it appears the government moved the most on class size and composition and the BCTF moved the most on wages. Iker said the public will be made aware of all the details in the agreement once the deal has been ratified. Clark said the tentative deal between teachers and government “allows us to reset our relationship, which has been dysfunctional for so long.” She said it took time and she knows it was a difficult time for parents and teachers but it was worth it. “We found a way to give teachers a fair raise, found ways to improve classrooms without raising taxes and cutting services,” said Clark. She confirmed the deal is within the government’s fiscal plan. They will not be raising taxes or increasing the deficit. Clark also said there was no outside pressure to get the deal done. “I know, both sides, all sides in this, worked really really hard to get to an agreement.” WATCH: Tuesday’s press conference with Premier Christy Clark and Peter Fassbender  Education Minister Peter Fassbender said when he heard the news there was a tentative agreement, he thanked BCTF president Jim Iker for his work and his willingness to “give and take” during the negotiations. “I am very proud and humbled to be a part of this government that does understand these issues and wants to chart a future for our kids for now and generations to come,” said Fassbender. Clark said if teachers vote in favour of the deal, “kids across the province could be back in school as early as Monday.” Iker said schools will be open sometime next week but would not give any more specifics. School districts will be making a decision over the next few days about when schools will be open and kids and teachers can return to the classroom. “We are working on plans to compensate for the five school weeks lost due to the strike,” said Fassbender. - With files from Keith Baldrey © Shaw Media, 2014 Report an error BC Teachers Strike BCTF Jim Iker Peter Fassbender tentative deal Amy Judd Web Producer Amy started with Global BC in June 2011, and loves being part of such an exciting newsroom. She loves social media and is always looking for a good story! You can also catch her on Trending on and BC1. Justin McElroy Writer/Web Producer Justin is an Online News Producer at Global BC. Latest BC Teachers Strike Videos 02:08 News Hour BC Inner city teacher turns to crowdfunding for needy kids 01:59 News Hour BC Back to school, three weeks late 01:27 News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Will the school year be extended? 02:39 Noon News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: What can kids expect? 02:19 News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Results of the vote tonight 05:03 Noon News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Teachers voting today 04:12 News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Big questions remain 10:13 BC 1 BC teachers dispute: Union leader Jim Sinclair weighs in on deal 03:10 Noon News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: BCTF urged to vote yes 03:11 News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Deal details 01:44 News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Deal reaction 01:44 News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Back to school shopping 01:57 News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Finally, a tentative deal 06:59 BC 1 BC teachers dispute: Is it a good deal? 05:21 BC 1 BC teachers deal: Is the new deal affordable? 06:34 BC 1 BC teachers dispute: What will the school year look like? 15:57 News Hour BC Press conference: BCTF president Jim Iker on tentative deal 02:11 Global National BC teachers strike: Tentative deal reached, school may start Monday 15:20 News Hour BC Press conference: Premier Christy Clark and Peter Fassbender on tentative deal 06:31 BC 1 BC teachers dispute: Press conference review More Stories News BC teachers’ strike: Tentative deal reached between BCTF and government Full text of communication to teachers from the BCTF WATCH: Okanagan teachers to vote Thursday B.C. teachers vote 86 per cent in favour of deal; students back in school Monday B.C. teachers ponder tentative deal ahead of vote Comments Latest Headlines October 5, 2014 Coquitlam teachers fighting over pay September 27, 2014 Cheques for school strike money to be mailed in late October September 24, 2014 Children at Silverdale Elementary return to class in middle of construction site September 22, 2014 Elementary school teacher sets up crowdfunding page for classroom supplies September 22, 2014 BC teachers’ strike: Will the school year be extended? More Headlines → Popular Now Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released 20224 How does Ebola spread? 5 things you need to know 18659 Accused Madeleine McCann Twitter troll found dead 9985 Ebola: 5 reasons why an outbreak is highly unlikely in Canada 7298 UPDATE: What’s the best, cheapest Canadian cellphone plan out there? 5891 Featured Content Canada Ebola: 5 reasons why an outbreak is highly unlikely in Canada What are the chances of an Ebola outbreak taking off in Canada? It isn’t likely, according to experts. And here are a number of reasons why. Continue reading → Environment Are we in the midst of a mass extinction? There have been 5 mass extinctions — the loss of 75 per cent or more of the world’s species — in Earth’s history. Scientists now believe that we are at the early stages of the sixth. Continue reading → Health Lab-grown penises may soon be ‘ready for testing’ on humans Researchers in North Carolina say penises grown in laboratories could “soon be ready for human testing,” offering hope for men who have had traumatic injuries or penile cancer. Continue reading → Canada Meet Rachel Parent — the teen fighting for GMO labelling in Canada Rachel Parent is a 15-year-old activist. Her goal: mandatory labelling in Canada of all genetically modified organisms, or GMOs that are found as ingredients in food. Continue reading → Canada Abandoned puppies on the mend Twenty hungry, cold and flea-infested puppies found in a Saskatchewan field are now being nursed back to health at Battleford’s Humane Society. Continue reading → Science Everything you need to know about Wednesday’s lunar eclipse On Oct. 8, Canada will be treated to its second lunar eclipse of the year. Find out what you can expect. Continue reading → Canada Can homegrown food win the climate change war? Wondering what’s the single most effective way to combat climate change? Plant a garden. Continue reading → Canada 16×9: An investigation into illegal lumber Timber thieves are stealing wood from the Russian Far East, processing it in China and then shipping it to North America, a 16×9 investigation has found. Continue reading → Highlights Hounds of Parliament: As commuting cyclist and budget watchdog, Frechette must make his presence known Frechette draws a line distinguishing his personality as a cyclist and as the parliamentary budget officer. But surely there’s a parallel between the assertive man he is on a bike and in the role of PBO? Continue reading → Email alerts Sign up for FREE daily Globalnews.ca newsletters and breaking news alerts Email Address National Daily News National Breaking News By clicking on the submit button, I have read, understood and agreed to our privacy policy Twitter Follow globalnews 20 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews USA Swimming suspends #MichaelPhelps for 6 months glbn.ca/ClLU9 pic.twitter.com/nqC3dQ3NhL 20 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews Hillary Clinton: military action against ISIS “critical” and “essential” globalnews.ca/news/1600343/w… #cdnpoli 32 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews Boy left in car during church choir practice dies glbn.ca/ClKBB Jump to a Region BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Connect Facebook Twitter Google+ RSS Contact Us Global News About Us Privacy Policy Principles & Practices Terms & Conditions Copyright Shaw Media Advertise Open Data © Shaw Media Inc., 2014. All rights reserved. Follow Follow “Global News” Get every new post delivered to your Inbox. Join 3,820 other followers Powered by WordPress.com Shaw Connect Expand News Entertainment Entertainment Home Celebs Movies TV Music Living Lifestyle Food Home & Living Sports Money Tech Travel Breaktime Autos Watch TV Online All Sites Global Global News Food Network HGTV History Television Showcase Slice DTOUR ET Canada National Geographic Movietime Lifetime H2 DIY Action NG Wild Mystery IFC BBC Deja Vu Twist)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/contacts.cfm?page=pdchairs&sort=1&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true,BCTF Contacts Home E-mail Lists Links A to Z Index Contact Us Help SITE SEARCH Quick Links BCTF formsBCTF NewsFrançaisLabour linksPensionsTeacher NewsmagazineTeaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Contact Us > PD chairpersons BCTF Professional Development Chairpersons Sorted by local name. Click here for sort by local number. Local Chair School Phone School Fax E-mail Abbotsford District Teachers' Association (34) Brenda Head    604-850-7692  pd34@bctf.ca Alberni District Teachers' Union (701) Stephanie Hopkins  250-723-7522  250-723-7557  pd701@bctf.ca Arrow Lakes Teachers' Association (10) Paula Rogers  250-358-7222  250-358-2533  pd10@bctf.ca Boundary District Teachers' Association (51) Catherine Pankoff  250-442-8275  250-442-5388  pd51@bctf.ca Linda Rawlings-Dolezsar  250-442-5313  250-442-5317  pd51@bctf.ca Bulkley Valley Teachers' Union (54) Kristina Willing  250-847-2231  250-847-2165  pd54@bctf.ca Mary Neto  250-847-2231  250-847-2165  pd54@bctf.ca Burnaby Teachers' Association (41) Alexandra Peters  604-664-7056  604-664-8734  pd41@bctf.ca Barbara Henderson  604-664-8727  604-664-8818  pd41@bctf.ca Patricia Dolton      pd41@bctf.ca Burns Lake District Teachers' Union (55) Lisa Mason  250-698-7301  250-698-7349  pd55@bctf.ca Campbell River District Teachers' Association (72) Adria Anne Gleeson  250-286-0511  250-286-0938  pd72@bctf.ca Cariboo-Chilcotin Teachers' Association (27) Shirley Giroux  250-398-5800  250-398-5206  pd27@bctf.ca Central Coast Teachers' Association (49) Coleen Fraser  250-799-5556  250-799-5757  pd49@bctf.ca Stephen Dishkin  250-982-2355  250-982-2720  pd49@bctf.ca Central Okanagan Teachers' Association (23) Joe Jamison  250-868-1135  250-870-5020  pd23@bctf.ca Chetwynd Teachers' Association (592) Gysbert Ruiter  250-788-2267  250-788-9729  pd592@bctf.ca Chilliwack Teachers' Association (33) Angela Woods  604-823-4408  604-823-2243  pd33@bctf.ca Comox District Teachers' Association (71) Lisa Pedersen-Skene    250-897-0487  pd71@bctf.ca Coquitlam Teachers' Association (43) Michael Galliford  604-464-8581  604-937-8045  pd43@bctf.ca Cowichan District Teachers' Association (65) Naomi Nilsson  250-748-2251  250-746-7849  pd65@bctf.ca Sabina Reska  250-743-6916  250-743-6915  pd65@bctf.ca Cranbrook District Teachers' Association (2) Carol Johns  250-489-4391  250-489-0600  pd02@bctf.ca Colette Grasdal  250-426-5241  250-426-6673  pd02@bctf.ca Creston Valley Teachers' Association (861) Melissa Feragotti  250-428-2051  250-428-2019  pd861@bctf.ca Delta Teachers' Association (37) Fiona Higgs    604-599-1786  pd37@bctf.ca Fernie District Teachers' Association (1) Linda Christenson  250-425-6666  250-425-6661  pd01@bctf.ca Sarah Larsen      pd01@bctf.ca Fort Nelson District Teachers' Association (81) Shirley Kenney  250-774-6941  250-774-6988  pd81@bctf.ca Fraser-Cascade Teachers' Association (78) Kathleen Koopman      pd78@bctf.ca Gold Trail Teachers' Association (74) Elizabeth Griggs  250-256-4274  250-256-4275  pd74@bctf.ca Golden Teachers' Association (18) Margaret Calladine  250-344-6317    pd18@bctf.ca Greater Victoria Teachers' Association (61) Lucinda Graf  250-727-0188  250-727-2079  pd61@bctf.ca Gulf Islands Teachers' Association (64) James Lightfoot  250-653-9223  250-653-2090  pd64@bctf.ca Haida Gwaii Teachers' Association (50) Autum Gates    250-626-3214  pd50@bctf.ca Monika Hausmann    250-626-3214  pd50@bctf.ca Kamloops Thompson Teachers' Association (73) David Comrie    250-377-2257  pd73@bctf.ca Kimberley Teachers' Association (3) Bethany Turcon      pd03@bctf.ca Craig Hillman  250-427-4827  250-427-7106  pd03@bctf.ca Kitimat District Teachers' Association (80) Katherine Johnsen  250-632-6174  888-539-4732  pd80@bctf.ca Michele Sutherland  250-632-2912  888-574-1126  pd80@bctf.ca Kootenay Columbia Teachers' Union (20) John Horcoff      pd20@bctf.ca Kootenay Lake Teachers' Association (862) Dennis Larcombe  250-229-4224  250-353-7434  pd862@bctf.ca Lake Cowichan Teachers' Association (66) Christine Rolls  250-748-0011  250-749-4030  pd66@bctf.ca Langley Teachers' Association (35) Sandy Ho  604-888-3033  604-888-2873  pd35@bctf.ca Mackenzie Teachers' Association (572) Amber Raycraft  250-963-7060  250-963-7381  pd572@bctf.ca Christa Barnes  250-997-6340  250-997-5075  pd572@bctf.ca Karen Chadha  250-997-6340  250-997-5075  pd572@bctf.ca Maple Ridge Teachers' Association (42) Suzanne Hall  604-463-6414  604-466-6265  pd42@bctf.ca McBride-Valemount Teachers' Association (573) Brian Hanson    250-566-4551  pd573@bctf.ca Jennifer L'Arrivee  250-569-2295  250-569-2620  pd573@bctf.ca Julia Howard  250-569-2295  250-569-2620  pd573@bctf.ca Mission Teachers' Union (75) Anna Heavenor  604-820-4587  604-820-9505  pd75@bctf.ca Mount Arrowsmith Teachers' Association (69) Denise Spencer-Dahl  250-248-3296  250-954-1734  pd69@bctf.ca Lesley Rowan  250-752-5651  250-752-8604  pd69@bctf.ca Nanaimo District Teachers' Association (68) Colleen Skipper  250-758-6892  250-758-2373  pd68@bctf.ca Michael Silverton    250-751-8840  pd68@bctf.ca Nechako Teachers' Union (56) Cindy Miller  250-996-7126  250-996-7708  pd56@bctf.ca Shawn Lank  250-699-6233  250-699-7753  pd56@bctf.ca Nelson District Teachers' Association (7) Monica Doyle  250-352-3186  250-352-3183  pd07@bctf.ca Tamara Martin  250-352-5538  250-352-3119  pd07@bctf.ca New Westminster Teachers' Union (40) Romeo Lavrencic  604-517-6316  604-517-6204  pd40@bctf.ca Sandra Lee  604-517-6090  604-517-6091  pd40@bctf.ca Nisga'a Teachers' Union (92) Charity Peal  250-633-2225  250-633-2669  pd92@bctf.ca Samantha Lambright  250-326-4206  250-633-2916  pd92@bctf.ca Sara Beardsell  250-633-2225  250-633-2669  pd92@bctf.ca North Okanagan-Shuswap Teachers' Association (83) Kyla Hadden  250-836-2831  250-836-2664  pd83@bctf.ca North Vancouver Teachers' Association (44) Maria Aiello  604-903-3750  604-903-3751  pd44@bctf.ca Okanagan Skaha Teachers' Union (67) Angela Seppola  250-770-7683  250-492-5981  pd67@bctf.ca Peace River North Teachers' Association (60) Jessica Dmytruk  250-793-9125  250-630-2323  pd60@bctf.ca Peace River South Teachers' Association (591) Angela Connelly    250-782-9604  pd591@bctf.ca Powell River District Teachers' Association (47) Wendy Adams  604-485-5660    pd47@bctf.ca Prince George District Teachers' Association (571) Glen Thielmann  250-562-9525  250-564-4875  pd571@bctf.ca Prince Rupert District Teachers' Union (52) Colleen Pudsey    250-627-1348  pd52@bctf.ca Marla Gamble    250-627-1348  pd52@bctf.ca Raegan Sawka  250-627-1536  250-627-1443  pd52@bctf.ca Princeton District Teachers' Union (17) Gordon Bibby  250-295-3218  250-295-7914  pd17@bctf.ca Mary Bell  250-295-3218  250-295-7914  pd17@bctf.ca Quesnel District Teachers' Association (28) Carlie Borrett  250-991-5566  250-991-5565  pd28@bctf.ca Revelstoke Teachers' Association (19) Stacey Grimm  250-837-2173  250-837-7164  pd19@bctf.ca Richmond Teachers' Association (38) Christian Matheson  604-668-6665  604-668-6569  pd38@bctf.ca Saanich Teachers' Association (63) Holly Mair  250-704-4972  250-479-9870  pd63@bctf.ca Sarah Windle  250-652-9261  250-652-2094  pd63@bctf.ca Sea to Sky Teachers' Association (48) April Lowe  604-898-3688  604-898-4706  pd48@bctf.ca SEPF (93) Alain Paquin  604-437-4849  604-437-9630  pd93@bctf.ca Linda Theriault  250-220-6010  250-220-6014  pd93@bctf.ca Monica Monus    604-214-9881  pd93@bctf.ca Sooke Teachers' Association (62) Brian Hotovy  250-474-1291  250-478-0738  pd62@bctf.ca Kristine Kosolofski  250-478-3232  250-391-9624  pd62@bctf.ca South Okanagan Similkameen Teachers' Union (53) Nicola MacNaughton  250-498-3468  250-498-0339  pd53@bctf.ca Stikine Teachers' Association (87) Alithia Gillies    250-771-4343  pd87@bctf.ca Andre Lagace    250-771-4343  pd87@bctf.ca Sunshine Coast Teachers' Association (46) Patrick McCallum  604-885-3216  604-885-7991  pd46@bctf.ca Surrey Teachers' Association (36) Anne McNamee      pd36@bctf.ca Stephen Anderson      pd36@bctf.ca Terrace District Teachers' Union (881) Karen Andrews  250-635-3115  888-456-3464  pd881@bctf.ca Upper Skeena Teachers (882) Jan Thorburn  250-842-5214  888-503-6959  pd882@bctf.ca Shirley Hobenshield  250-849-5484  888-594-2271  pd882@bctf.ca Vancouver Elementary School Teachers' Association (391) Allison Jambor      pd391@bctf.ca Patricia Gudlaugson      pd391@bctf.ca Vancouver Island North Teachers' Association (85) Sarah Soltau-Heller  250-949-6418  250-949-6485  pd85@bctf.ca Vancouver Island West Teachers' Union (84) Adam Barber    250-761-4234  pd84@bctf.ca Glyn Howell    250-934-6578  pd84@bctf.ca Vancouver Secondary Teachers' Association (392) Mary Filleul    604-713-5076  pd392@bctf.ca Vernon Teachers' Association (22) Robyn Ladner    250-545-7680  pd22@bctf.ca West Vancouver Teachers' Association (45) Rosemary Murray  604-981-1200  604-981-1201  pd45@bctf.ca Shannon Gray  604-981-1130  604-981-1131  pd45@bctf.ca Windermere Teachers' Association (4) Robyn Oliver  250-342-9213  250-342-4499  pd04@bctf.ca About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy Close Window Print Page   BCTF Professional Development Chairpersons Sorted by local name. Click here for sort by local number. Local Chair School Phone School Fax E-mail Abbotsford District Teachers' Association (34) Brenda Head    604-850-7692  pd34@bctf.ca Alberni District Teachers' Union (701) Stephanie Hopkins  250-723-7522  250-723-7557  pd701@bctf.ca Arrow Lakes Teachers' Association (10) Paula Rogers  250-358-7222  250-358-2533  pd10@bctf.ca Boundary District Teachers' Association (51) Catherine Pankoff  250-442-8275  250-442-5388  pd51@bctf.ca Linda Rawlings-Dolezsar  250-442-5313  250-442-5317  pd51@bctf.ca Bulkley Valley Teachers' Union (54) Kristina Willing  250-847-2231  250-847-2165  pd54@bctf.ca Mary Neto  250-847-2231  250-847-2165  pd54@bctf.ca Burnaby Teachers' Association (41) Alexandra Peters  604-664-7056  604-664-8734  pd41@bctf.ca Barbara Henderson  604-664-8727  604-664-8818  pd41@bctf.ca Patricia Dolton      pd41@bctf.ca Burns Lake District Teachers' Union (55) Lisa Mason  250-698-7301  250-698-7349  pd55@bctf.ca Campbell River District Teachers' Association (72) Adria Anne Gleeson  250-286-0511  250-286-0938  pd72@bctf.ca Cariboo-Chilcotin Teachers' Association (27) Shirley Giroux  250-398-5800  250-398-5206  pd27@bctf.ca Central Coast Teachers' Association (49) Coleen Fraser  250-799-5556  250-799-5757  pd49@bctf.ca Stephen Dishkin  250-982-2355  250-982-2720  pd49@bctf.ca Central Okanagan Teachers' Association (23) Joe Jamison  250-868-1135  250-870-5020  pd23@bctf.ca Chetwynd Teachers' Association (592) Gysbert Ruiter  250-788-2267  250-788-9729  pd592@bctf.ca Chilliwack Teachers' Association (33) Angela Woods  604-823-4408  604-823-2243  pd33@bctf.ca Comox District Teachers' Association (71) Lisa Pedersen-Skene    250-897-0487  pd71@bctf.ca Coquitlam Teachers' Association (43) Michael Galliford  604-464-8581  604-937-8045  pd43@bctf.ca Cowichan District Teachers' Association (65) Naomi Nilsson  250-748-2251  250-746-7849  pd65@bctf.ca Sabina Reska  250-743-6916  250-743-6915  pd65@bctf.ca Cranbrook District Teachers' Association (2) Carol Johns  250-489-4391  250-489-0600  pd02@bctf.ca Colette Grasdal  250-426-5241  250-426-6673  pd02@bctf.ca Creston Valley Teachers' Association (861) Melissa Feragotti  250-428-2051  250-428-2019  pd861@bctf.ca Delta Teachers' Association (37) Fiona Higgs    604-599-1786  pd37@bctf.ca Fernie District Teachers' Association (1) Linda Christenson  250-425-6666  250-425-6661  pd01@bctf.ca Sarah Larsen      pd01@bctf.ca Fort Nelson District Teachers' Association (81) Shirley Kenney  250-774-6941  250-774-6988  pd81@bctf.ca Fraser-Cascade Teachers' Association (78) Kathleen Koopman      pd78@bctf.ca Gold Trail Teachers' Association (74) Elizabeth Griggs  250-256-4274  250-256-4275  pd74@bctf.ca Golden Teachers' Association (18) Margaret Calladine  250-344-6317    pd18@bctf.ca Greater Victoria Teachers' Association (61) Lucinda Graf  250-727-0188  250-727-2079  pd61@bctf.ca Gulf Islands Teachers' Association (64) James Lightfoot  250-653-9223  250-653-2090  pd64@bctf.ca Haida Gwaii Teachers' Association (50) Autum Gates    250-626-3214  pd50@bctf.ca Monika Hausmann    250-626-3214  pd50@bctf.ca Kamloops Thompson Teachers' Association (73) David Comrie    250-377-2257  pd73@bctf.ca Kimberley Teachers' Association (3) Bethany Turcon      pd03@bctf.ca Craig Hillman  250-427-4827  250-427-7106  pd03@bctf.ca Kitimat District Teachers' Association (80) Katherine Johnsen  250-632-6174  888-539-4732  pd80@bctf.ca Michele Sutherland  250-632-2912  888-574-1126  pd80@bctf.ca Kootenay Columbia Teachers' Union (20) John Horcoff      pd20@bctf.ca Kootenay Lake Teachers' Association (862) Dennis Larcombe  250-229-4224  250-353-7434  pd862@bctf.ca Lake Cowichan Teachers' Association (66) Christine Rolls  250-748-0011  250-749-4030  pd66@bctf.ca Langley Teachers' Association (35) Sandy Ho  604-888-3033  604-888-2873  pd35@bctf.ca Mackenzie Teachers' Association (572) Amber Raycraft  250-963-7060  250-963-7381  pd572@bctf.ca Christa Barnes  250-997-6340  250-997-5075  pd572@bctf.ca Karen Chadha  250-997-6340  250-997-5075  pd572@bctf.ca Maple Ridge Teachers' Association (42) Suzanne Hall  604-463-6414  604-466-6265  pd42@bctf.ca McBride-Valemount Teachers' Association (573) Brian Hanson    250-566-4551  pd573@bctf.ca Jennifer L'Arrivee  250-569-2295  250-569-2620  pd573@bctf.ca Julia Howard  250-569-2295  250-569-2620  pd573@bctf.ca Mission Teachers' Union (75) Anna Heavenor  604-820-4587  604-820-9505  pd75@bctf.ca Mount Arrowsmith Teachers' Association (69) Denise Spencer-Dahl  250-248-3296  250-954-1734  pd69@bctf.ca Lesley Rowan  250-752-5651  250-752-8604  pd69@bctf.ca Nanaimo District Teachers' Association (68) Colleen Skipper  250-758-6892  250-758-2373  pd68@bctf.ca Michael Silverton    250-751-8840  pd68@bctf.ca Nechako Teachers' Union (56) Cindy Miller  250-996-7126  250-996-7708  pd56@bctf.ca Shawn Lank  250-699-6233  250-699-7753  pd56@bctf.ca Nelson District Teachers' Association (7) Monica Doyle  250-352-3186  250-352-3183  pd07@bctf.ca Tamara Martin  250-352-5538  250-352-3119  pd07@bctf.ca New Westminster Teachers' Union (40) Romeo Lavrencic  604-517-6316  604-517-6204  pd40@bctf.ca Sandra Lee  604-517-6090  604-517-6091  pd40@bctf.ca Nisga'a Teachers' Union (92) Charity Peal  250-633-2225  250-633-2669  pd92@bctf.ca Samantha Lambright  250-326-4206  250-633-2916  pd92@bctf.ca Sara Beardsell  250-633-2225  250-633-2669  pd92@bctf.ca North Okanagan-Shuswap Teachers' Association (83) Kyla Hadden  250-836-2831  250-836-2664  pd83@bctf.ca North Vancouver Teachers' Association (44) Maria Aiello  604-903-3750  604-903-3751  pd44@bctf.ca Okanagan Skaha Teachers' Union (67) Angela Seppola  250-770-7683  250-492-5981  pd67@bctf.ca Peace River North Teachers' Association (60) Jessica Dmytruk  250-793-9125  250-630-2323  pd60@bctf.ca Peace River South Teachers' Association (591) Angela Connelly    250-782-9604  pd591@bctf.ca Powell River District Teachers' Association (47) Wendy Adams  604-485-5660    pd47@bctf.ca Prince George District Teachers' Association (571) Glen Thielmann  250-562-9525  250-564-4875  pd571@bctf.ca Prince Rupert District Teachers' Union (52) Colleen Pudsey    250-627-1348  pd52@bctf.ca Marla Gamble    250-627-1348  pd52@bctf.ca Raegan Sawka  250-627-1536  250-627-1443  pd52@bctf.ca Princeton District Teachers' Union (17) Gordon Bibby  250-295-3218  250-295-7914  pd17@bctf.ca Mary Bell  250-295-3218  250-295-7914  pd17@bctf.ca Quesnel District Teachers' Association (28) Carlie Borrett  250-991-5566  250-991-5565  pd28@bctf.ca Revelstoke Teachers' Association (19) Stacey Grimm  250-837-2173  250-837-7164  pd19@bctf.ca Richmond Teachers' Association (38) Christian Matheson  604-668-6665  604-668-6569  pd38@bctf.ca Saanich Teachers' Association (63) Holly Mair  250-704-4972  250-479-9870  pd63@bctf.ca Sarah Windle  250-652-9261  250-652-2094  pd63@bctf.ca Sea to Sky Teachers' Association (48) April Lowe  604-898-3688  604-898-4706  pd48@bctf.ca SEPF (93) Alain Paquin  604-437-4849  604-437-9630  pd93@bctf.ca Linda Theriault  250-220-6010  250-220-6014  pd93@bctf.ca Monica Monus    604-214-9881  pd93@bctf.ca Sooke Teachers' Association (62) Brian Hotovy  250-474-1291  250-478-0738  pd62@bctf.ca Kristine Kosolofski  250-478-3232  250-391-9624  pd62@bctf.ca South Okanagan Similkameen Teachers' Union (53) Nicola MacNaughton  250-498-3468  250-498-0339  pd53@bctf.ca Stikine Teachers' Association (87) Alithia Gillies    250-771-4343  pd87@bctf.ca Andre Lagace    250-771-4343  pd87@bctf.ca Sunshine Coast Teachers' Association (46) Patrick McCallum  604-885-3216  604-885-7991  pd46@bctf.ca Surrey Teachers' Association (36) Anne McNamee      pd36@bctf.ca Stephen Anderson      pd36@bctf.ca Terrace District Teachers' Union (881) Karen Andrews  250-635-3115  888-456-3464  pd881@bctf.ca Upper Skeena Teachers (882) Jan Thorburn  250-842-5214  888-503-6959  pd882@bctf.ca Shirley Hobenshield  250-849-5484  888-594-2271  pd882@bctf.ca Vancouver Elementary School Teachers' Association (391) Allison Jambor      pd391@bctf.ca Patricia Gudlaugson      pd391@bctf.ca Vancouver Island North Teachers' Association (85) Sarah Soltau-Heller  250-949-6418  250-949-6485  pd85@bctf.ca Vancouver Island West Teachers' Union (84) Adam Barber    250-761-4234  pd84@bctf.ca Glyn Howell    250-934-6578  pd84@bctf.ca Vancouver Secondary Teachers' Association (392) Mary Filleul    604-713-5076  pd392@bctf.ca Vernon Teachers' Association (22) Robyn Ladner    250-545-7680  pd22@bctf.ca West Vancouver Teachers' Association (45) Rosemary Murray  604-981-1200  604-981-1201  pd45@bctf.ca Shannon Gray  604-981-1130  604-981-1131  pd45@bctf.ca Windermere Teachers' Association (4) Robyn Oliver  250-342-9213  250-342-4499  pd04@bctf.ca)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "October is #FosterFamilyMonth. Thank you #BC for opening your homes and hearts to more than 5,900 children and youth." @John_Yap - 11:14pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=10164&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 6, May/June 2003 Volunteer to teach English in Cuba The BCTF needs volunteers for its ongoing project with the teachers of English in Cuba. The project, which will run through 2003–05, consists of a two-week methodology and language-enhancement course. The credit course, offered through Cuban teachers’ colleges, is sponsored by the Cuban Teachers’ Union, the Cuban Ministry of Education, and the BCTF. Members in the project must speak English fluently, be flexible, have excellent facilitation skills, have experience working with adults, be able to work as part of a team, be able to work with minimal resources and to improvise, and be very knowledgeable of modern-/second-language methodology and strategies. In addition, volunteers must be available for either the two weeks of the December 2003 break or the first three weeks in July 2004, depending on the program’s needs. Ability to speak Spanish and specialized training in teaching languages are assets. Teachers are expected to live in developing country conditions and to teach in very hot weather conditions. The program pays transportation costs; food and lodging are provided by our Cuban partners. Deadline is August 29, 2003. Please send a detailed résumé to Leona Dolan, BCTF International Program, 550 West 6th Avenue, Vancouver BC V5Z 4P2, f: 604-871-2294, ldolan@bctf.ca.)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2010/12/21st-century-learning-good-bad-and.html,Staffroom Confidential: 21st Century Learning – Sir Ken Robinson gets it half right Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Thursday, December 16, 2010 21st Century Learning – Sir Ken Robinson gets it half right Is our current model of education outdated, boring and leaving kids behind? An interesting set of questions to ask, and certainly worth exploring, though the answers are as varied as the people and corporations and governments they represent and there is noticeably little critique about whether the questions themselves are the right ones. Such is the dialogue on so-called “21st Century Learning”, and it will be coming to a school near you. There is no doubt that the primary basis and structure of most modern public education systems are based on a set of premises adopted during a time when the world of work looked significantly different. The late 19th Century and early 20th Century were characterized by “taylorization” – the notion that all processes could be made more efficient if they were broken down into their component parts. Factories adopted this in the form of the assembly line, with each worker performing a discrete and unique task. In schools, this model mirrored the factory image, with bells, discrete subject areas, and children moving through the system in grade groupings. The goal was to create a system that could take any citizen and turn them into the type of worker needed for the new industrial era – literate, numerate, able to follow instructions, and accustomed to moving through life in a lock-step fashion. This is the analysis of Sir Ken Robinson, whose video “Do Schools Kill Creativity?” has become somewhat of a mantra in the 21C learning circles. The difficulty is that Sir Ken stops here. The post World War II era brought another significant change to public education systems in the developed world. In response to the Cold War, massive expenditures were invested in public systems. Capitalism now needed not just workers for the factory floor, but thinkers, who would send spaceships to the moon and nuclear missiles wherever they might need to go. The emphasis was on science and mathematics, higher learning and creativity. Now students needed to be prepared not only for the mundane factory jobs available, but to be the creative scientific thinkers that would develop new industries and improved factory processes (such as computerization) as well as to invent ever more powerful and destructive instruments of war (such as missiles, whose technology depends on space research). A greater number of students needed to be university ready, so that they could pursue research and engineering. The last quarter of the 20th Century brought yet another shift with the advent of large scale standardized testing. I call this the “cash register” generation – children raised to function in service industry jobs and to use a wide variety of computerized machines with a high degree of accuracy. Today’s standardized tests have driven the school system to focus more on how to learn narrow and specific questions with only one correct answer. This is a significant change from the exploration and creativity and critical thinking required to produce great researchers and innovators. The common thread through all of these changes is that the system is based on one predominant goal – training workers for the workplace, whatever that workplace might look like. And this is where the root of the problems with so called “21st Century Learning” lie. The proponents of 21st Century Learning have not fundamentally broken from the notion that schools are training grounds for work. Do they want change? Yes. Do they have some good critiques of “20th Century Learning”? Yes. Do they have a vision for 21st Century Learning that we should embrace? Most emphatically no, because that vision is at essence no different than the predecessors they critique – one based on producing 21st Century workers. I entered the teaching profession because I believe every child has the right to explore their intellectual and creative potential. I believe a free and democratic society depends on a citizenry able to understand and change the world they live in. In my mind, the starting point for a public education system should be the free opportunity for each child to meet their full potential as a human being. As with many proposals for fundamental change, amongst the details are components that in fact align with a view towards a democratic and egalitarian view of public education, and those that will work against it. This was true with the factory model which did produce an incredible increase in literacy for the mass of the population. It was true for the era of science, which allowed a great deal of progressive and creative pedagogy to enter into the system and resulted in much higher rates of post-secondary education. But fundamentally these models focused on the skills needed to be a "good" worker. Come when the bell rings. Sit and listen. Do what you are told. This will be true as well of the new ideal - 21st Century Learning. It will make very good workers in a "knowledge based", computerized economy with large numbers of service sector jobs. But will it make good citizens? Will it make artists, musicians, athletes? Will it make thinkers and writers? Will it allow every child to explore and fulfill their potential? I don't think so. Getting to the specifics, the 7 "C"s are the vision being adopted by the BC Ministry of Education as the 7 critical skills for the 21st century. They are: Critical thinking and problem-solving  Creativity and innovation.  Collaboration, teamwork and leadership  Cross-cultural understanding  Communications, computing and ICT (information, communications and technology) literacy.  Career and learning self-reliance.  Caring for personal health and planet earth.  Here is my short list of “the good” and “the bad” and what is missing in this vision of learning in the 21st Century. The Good Smaller class sizes for primary through to grade 8  A move away from behaviourist models towards constructivist models of learning  A focus on creativity, critical thinking, cultural and environmental understanding hopefully meaning more resources for areas other than literacy and numeracy  Perhaps the elimination/reduction of standardized testing as it conflicts with personalized learning  The Bad Overemphasis on workplace skills in the form of the sixth “C” – career and learning self-reliance – as well as references to apprenticeships and situational learning  Overemphasis on technology rather than pedagogy in the form of the fifth “C” – computing and ICT and the tremendous influence technology companies appear to have within this movement  Very large class sizes at secondary – some proposals indicate class sizes of 50 for grades 9 through 12  Unclear if personalized means distance learning because no choices are available at your neighbourhood school  Does not address the funding crisis – underfunded 21st C learning will be no better than underfunded 20th C learning  Ignores societal issues such as poverty, which have a tremendous impact on student learning  Potential for privatization – particularly in the suggestions for community based delivery models and situational/apprenticeship learning  The Missing “C” Class Composition. Perhaps the most disturbing omission from the discussion has been special education and inclusion. Nowhere have I seen consideration for how these ideas enable struggling learners to succeed. British Columbia has an appalling record on supporting inclusion and no doubt this is why the graduation rate for students with special needs hovers at fifty percent – considerably below the eighty percent for the population as a whole. Any significant educational reform must look specifically at the needs of these learners. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 1:07 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 1 comment: TobeyJanuary 22, 2011 at 10:45 AM I think we have a some very congruent views re. '21st Century Ed' (see http://bit.ly/fOgquf). Further, your addition of a 'missing C' seems appropriate - I've also seen the 'missing C' as 'community'. Hopefully more critical assessments of '21st C Ed' will begin to challenge the narrative.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ▼  2010 (20) ▼  December (2) 21st Century Learning – Sir Ken Robinson gets it h... Can something good come of the Avison report? ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/issues/resources.aspx?id=11650,The Pearl lesson plan  	Untitled Page  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Issues in Education > Inclusive Education > Teaching to Diversity THE PEARL John Steinbeck Chapter 1 & 2: Kino, his wife, Juana, and their child, Coyotito awaken to another day. They live in a brush house with very few furnishings and an open fire pit for cooking. They eat the same meals every day. There are roosters and pigs in the yard. A scorpion comes down the rope of the box that Coyotito sleeps in and strikes the child with its thorny tail, poisoning the baby. Kino crushes the scorpion and Juana quickly sucks the poison from the puncture. Juana asks to take the baby to the doctor. The three of them followed by the other poor village people go the the doctor's home. The doctor refuses to help them as they have no money. His servant lies for the doctor, saying that the doctor has gone out to treat another patient. Kino knows that it isn't the truth. He strikes the gate of the doctor's house with his fist and splits his knuckle. Juana prays that they might find a pearl so that they can hire the doctor to cure Coyotito. The three of them go out in their canoe so that Kino can dive for the pearls which are sometimes found in oysters. Kino does find a large oyster, and opening it later in the boat, finds that it contains a huge pearl. When Juana checks up on Coyotito, he looks better. The swelling is leaving the baby's shoulder. Chapter 3 & 4: Before long everyone in the town, both rich and poor, knows that Kino has found a huge pearl (THE PEARL OF THE WORLD). All the people grow interested in Kino and his family. Some think of ways to get some of the money from Kino or even to get the pearl itself. Kino thinks of the great things he could now afford. These include: getting married in the church, a rifle, clothes, and an education for his son, Coyotito. A priest comes by the house to remind Kino and Juana to be generous to God (the church). Then the doctor comes saying that he just had a chance to come and help their son. The doctor says that the scorpion sting's poison can come back again with renewed sickness. He gives the baby some white powder in a capsule and predicts that the poison would show itself again within the hour. He says that he'll return then. Within the hour Coyotito did indeed become ill again with stomach spasms. The doctor returns and gives him three drops of ammonia. Soon after the baby begins to improve again. The doctor asks when Kino can pay the bill. Kino answers that he will pay after he sells the pearl. Later they go to sleep for the night, but in the night someone comes into the brush house. Kino strikes the person with his knife. Juana begs Kino to get rid of the pearl because it brings evil that will destroy their family. The pearl buyers know about the pearl too and scheme how they will get it from Kino without paying for its true value. When Kino and Juana go to the pearl buyers, other poor neighbors go with them, including Kino's brother, Juan Tomas. Juan gives Kino advice to be careful that he is not cheated. The pearl buyers pretend that the pearl is useless except as a curiosity because they say it is too large. Kino realizes that he is being cheated and says that he will not sell them the pearl. The buyers then try to offer him some more money, but Kino says he will take his pearl and sell it somewhere else. That night Kino buries the pearl under a stone in his house. In the night Kino is attacked again and hurt. The attackers searched his clothing but didn't find the pearl. Again Juana tries to convince Kino to get rid of the evil pearl. Chapter 5 & 6: Juana got up quietly in the night and left the house with the pearl. Kino followed her and just stopped Juana before she could throw the pearl into the ocean. Kino was furious with Juana and hit and kicked her. On his way back to the house, Kino is attacked again and his clothes searched. Later Juana finds Kino lying in the path with a dead man by him. Kino believes that the attackers have taken the pearl, but Juana has found it by the path and gives it to Kino. Their house has been set on fire and the canoe destroyed. Their friends fear that Kino and Juana and Coyotito have been killed in the fire. Juan Tomas and his wife Apolonia hide the three during the day. Juan Tomas goes among the neighbors and tells them things to get them to believe that the three are dead. Also Juan Tomas gathers food, other supplies and a giant knife for Kino to take when they leave the village at night. A wind comes up and this is good as it will cover their tracks. Kino says that the pearl has become his soul. Kino and Juana walk in the wheel tracks of a cart to cover their trail. Still, a man on horseback with a rifle and two trackers on foot come after them. The family turns off the road and goes into the mountains in hopes of losing the trackers. Kino tries to convince Juana to go on alone with Coyotito and leave him to deal with the trackers, but Juana refuses. They come to an area in the mountains with small caves. The three settle in there for the night. The trackers follow them right to the very area of the cave. The trackers set up to camp there for the night not far from the cave. Kino knows he must stop the trackers at night while two of them sleep and one keeps watch or he and his family will be caught and killed in the morning. He sneaks up to the one who is keeping watch during the dark of the night, but before Kino can strike Coyotito awakes and makes a cry. The watcher shoots his rifle into the cave just seconds before Kino kills him and the other two. Later Kino and Juana return to their village with Coyotito dead and limply bundled in the shawl which is covered with blood. The two walk straight to the ocean, Juana says,"No, you." Kino heaves the pearl out as far as he can. About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11332,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2001 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 14, Number 2, October 2001 B.C. tax cuts for top 10% The Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives says the tax cuts announced in July by B.C.’s new government are a shocking surprise. "During the campaign, British Columbians were led to believe that tax cuts would be concentrated on the bottom two tax brackets," says Seth Klein, director of the centre’s B.C. office. "This announcement delivers much bigger tax cuts to those who need it the least. These changes make B.C.’s tax system more regressive—the higher your income, the bigger your tax cut." Under the Liberal plan, upper-income earners not only receive the biggest tax cut in straight dollar terms, but also as a share of income. For example, in 2002, someone with earnings of $30,000 will save $430 per year or 1.4% of their income. Someone making $200,000 will save $7,797 or 39% of their income. "This tax cut exposes the government’s real agenda," says CCPA economist Marc Lee. "Rather than concentrating tax cuts on low- and middle-income earners—as was emphasized during the election campaign—today’s cuts are a windfall for those making over $60,000 per year or the top 10% of taxpayers." "These tax cuts will provide a mild economic stimulus, but the idea that they will pay for themselves is a delusion. Moreover, these tax cuts will put serious pressure on our ability to pay for existing public services," says Lee. Source: End Legislated Poverty/The Long Haul/CALM Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/opportunities/TeacherAwards.aspx?id=5478,Opportunites for BCTF Members > Teacher Awards  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers Aboriginal Education  Bargaining & Collective Agreements  Français  Health & Safety  New Teachers  Opportunities for Members  Pensions Professional Development  Professional Rights & Responsibility  Provincial Specialist Associations  Salary & Benefits  Teachers Teaching On Call  Teaching Resources  For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Opportunities for Members > Teacher Awards, Grants, Scholarships Teacher Awards, Grants and Scholarships The Governor General's Award For Excellence In Teaching Canadian History Description: The award is funded by Canada's National History Society and is designed to applaud teaching excellence, celebrate Canadian history, recognize the nation's best history educators, and encourage the sharing of great history teaching ideas. It is open to teachers of all levels and entries can be submitted in French and English. Nature: Twelve finalists are selected. Each receives $500 and a trip to Ottawa for the Award ceremony. The recipient receives a $5,000 honorarium, a medal and a computer for the school. Criteria: Criteria for selection include the nominee's demonstration of establishing a stimulating learning environment in the teaching of Canadian history; achieving positive results in student learning and attitudes; and making history relevant to the present and future of the student. Selection Process: Candidate needs to compile a submission that illustrates their excellence in teaching Canadian history. Documents should include a completed nomination form, a biography of career highlights, a statement describing the Canadian history content with the course, a one-line description of the submission to be posted on the CNHS Web Page and support materials which may include original lesson plans, samples of student work, letters of recommendation, photos, videos and Web pages. Deadline Date: The finalists are chose by a bilingual panel of judges. Selection is based on how well the submission reflects the criteria. Certificates and the Award will be presented during a ceremony in Ottawa. Application forms and full instructions may be obtained from: Canada's National History Society, York, Toronto 1833 260 Adelaide Street, PO Box 59, Toronto, Ontario, M5A 1N1 1-800-861-1008 or www.historysociety.ca   Teacher awards, grants and scholarships index listing About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Touring a natural gas drilling rig with @MLA Mike Bernier, and Brian from EnCana http://t.co/AifdJ4H07b" @Teresa_Wat - 06:01pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/CKNW/status/509107859326763008,CKNW on Twitter: ". @bctf says "as of Wednesday night, Minister Fassbender will be the only person keeping schools closed on Thursday." #bced #bcpoli" টুইটার অনুসন্ধান অনুসন্ধান টুইটার খুঁজুন সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ ভাষা : বাংলা. हिन्दी Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন টুইটার-এ নতুন ? আজই যোগদান করুন » সাইন ইন করুন ফোন, ইমেল বা ব্যবহারকারীর নাম পাসওয়ার্ড সাইন ইন আমাকে মনে রাখুন পাসওয়ার্ড ভুলে গেছেন? ইতিমধ্যে আপনি কি টেক্সট বার্তার মাধ্যমে টুইটার ব্যবহার করছেন? অনুসরণ অনুসরণ করা কর্মসমূহ:অনুসরণ না করা অবরুদ্ধ অবরোধ মুক্ত মুলতুবি বাতিল CKNW ‏ @CKNW ৮ সেপ্টেম্বর . @bctf says "as of Wednesday night, Minister Fassbender will be the only person keeping schools closed on Thursday." #bced #bcpoli প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট পুনঃটুইটগুলি ১০৪ প্রিয় ৩৪ ৩:৩৫ অপরাহ্ণ - ৮ সেপ্টেম্বর, ২০১৪ SaRahoWaRd ‏ @Laura_ex0 ৮ সেপ্টেম্বর @CKNW no, they are! সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Glenys ‏ @jumpyGlenys ৮ সেপ্টেম্বর @CKNW @bctf You got that right time for real reporting সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট johnnyflint ‏ @johnnyflint74 ৮ সেপ্টেম্বর @CKNW @bctf Mr Fassbender is speaking on behalf of the people that elected this govt. Not returning to work is on bctf, not govt. সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Stuart Main ‏ @_superman1971 ৮ সেপ্টেম্বর @CKNW @bctf no he's not সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Susan Mathies ‏ @Pursenator ৮ সেপ্টেম্বর @CKNW @bctf unbelievably ineffective BCTF leadership!! Stomping their feet saying Minister reason school not open after wed vote সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Chris ‏ @mt_ranger ৮ সেপ্টেম্বর @CKNW @bctf needs to accepts responsibility. Propose adjusted E80 wording that permits #bced to save face and move off their silly stance. সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Neesha B ‏ @NeeshaInBC ৯ সেপ্টেম্বর . @CKNW @bctf Tell BC Liberal MLAs to # #SayYestoArbitration. #bced #bcpoli সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Orin Beebe ‏ @OrinBeebe ৯ সেপ্টেম্বর @CKNW @bctf We shall be heard : Website dedicated to protest rallies across the province now up and running. http://www.rallyforchange.ca  সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Orin Beebe ‏ @OrinBeebe ৯ সেপ্টেম্বর @johnnyflint74 @CKNW @bctf Read E80 then tell me what you would do if you were a teacher সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Hi-D Anne T. ‏ @MeezerMelodrama ৯ সেপ্টেম্বর @CKNW @Janfra2 @bctf Can he be fired? People still support him? সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Hi-D Anne T. ‏ @MeezerMelodrama ৯ সেপ্টেম্বর @johnnyflint74 @CKNW @bctf Lies. Drop E.80. Constitutional rights not optional. সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Hi-D Anne T. ‏ @MeezerMelodrama ৯ সেপ্টেম্বর @Pursenator @CKNW @bctf Gov't wouldn't come to the bargaining table all summer, until August 8. They refuse to negotiate. সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট johnnyflint ‏ @johnnyflint74 ৯ সেপ্টেম্বর @OrinBeebe @CKNW @bctf Id sign the deal as I know there is nothing new coming. সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Susan Mathies ‏ @Pursenator ৯ সেপ্টেম্বর @MeezerMelodrama bctf was also not around till sometime in August. Again; weak bctf leadership সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Hi-D Anne T. ‏ @MeezerMelodrama ৯ সেপ্টেম্বর @Pursenator BCTF was waiting all summer. সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Susan Mathies ‏ @Pursenator ৯ সেপ্টেম্বর @MeezerMelodrama couldn't tell by lack of pickets সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Hi-D Anne T. ‏ @MeezerMelodrama ৯ সেপ্টেম্বর @Pursenator School was out, so teachers' job was not there during summer. BCTF executive was still ready and willing to bargain. 1/2 সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Hi-D Anne T. ‏ @MeezerMelodrama ৯ সেপ্টেম্বর @Pursenator 2/2 Some school boards chose to picket all summer. That there were no picketers did not mean BCTF didn't want to bargain. সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Susan Mathies ‏ @Pursenator ৯ সেপ্টেম্বর @MeezerMelodrama Haven't heard any evidence they were ready and willing. Nor that Minister of Ed wasn't. সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট CKNW থেকে কোন আপডেট মিস্ করবেন না © 2014 টুইটার সম্বন্ধে সহায়তা বিজ্ঞপ্তি তথ্য বন্ধ মিডিয়াটিকে চিহ্নিত করুন এটি ইতিমধ্যে সংবেদনশীল কন্টেন্ট ধারণকারী হিসাবে চিহ্নিত হয়েছে। পতাকা তুলুন এটি সম্ভাব্যরূপে অবৈধ বিষয়বস্তুর ধারণকারী হিসেবে। সমর্পণ করা বাতিল মিডিয়াকে চিহ্নিত করা সম্পর্কে আরো জানুন খারিজ বন্ধ পূর্ববর্তী পরবর্তী বন্ধ একজন ব্যক্তির প্রোফাইলে যান সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ বন্ধ আপনার অনুসরণকারীদের এই পুনঃটুইটটি পাঠাবেন? বাতিল পুনঃটুইট বন্ধ আপনি কি নিশ্চিত যে এই টুইট মুছে দিতে চান? বাতিল মুছে ফেলুন বন্ধ রোধ করন বাতিল রোধ করন আপনার টুইটসমুহে একটি অবস্থান যুক্ত করুন যখন একটি অবস্থানের সঙ্গে আপনার টুইট করেন, টুইটার সেই অবস্থান সংরক্ষণ করে। প্রত্যেক টুইটের আগে আপনি আপনার অবস্থান চালু / বন্ধ করতে পারেন, এবং যে কোনও সময় আপনি আপনার অবস্থানের ইতিহাস মুছে ফেলতে পারেন। আরো জানুন অবস্থান চালু করুন এখন নয় স্থান বন্ধ করুন বন্ধ প্রোফাইল সারসংক্ষেপ বন্ধ আপনার তালিকাসমূহ বন্ধ একটি নতুন তালিকা তৈরি করুন নাম তালিকা বিবরণ 100 অক্ষরের কম, ঐচ্ছিক তালিকাসমূহ:গোপনীয়তা সাধারণ · যে কেউ এই তালিকা অনুসরণ করতে পারেন ব্যক্তিগত · শুধুমাত্র আপনিই এই তালিকায় প্রবেশ করতে পারবেন তালিকা সংরক্ষণ করুন বন্ধ বন্ধ এই টুইট স্থাপিত কর আপনার নীচের ওয়েবসাইটে কোডটি অনুলিপি দ্বারা এই টুইট যোগ করুন * আরও জানুন হুম, সার্ভারে পৌঁছনোর একটি সমস্যা ছিল। পরে আবার চেষ্টা করবেন? প্রকৃত টুইট অন্তর্ভুক্ত করুন অন্তর্ভুক্ত মিডিয়া প্রাকদর্শন বন্ধ টুইটারে নিবন্ধন করুন টুইটারে নেই? নিবন্ধন করুন, আপনির পছন্দের বিষয়গুলির সাথে যুক্ত হন, এবং তাদের বিষয়ে হালনাগাদ পান। একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন » বন্ধ দুটি উপায় (প্রেরণ এবং গ্রহণ) শর্ট কোড: দেশ কোড গ্রাহকদের জন্য মার্কিন যুক্তরাষ্ট্র 40404 (যে কোন) কানাডা 21212 (যে কোন) যুক্তরাজ্য 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM হাইতি 40404 Digicel, Voila আয়ারল্যান্ড 51210 Vodafone, O2 ভারত 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance ইন্দোনেশিয়া 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » অন্য দেশসমুহের এসএসএস সংক্ষিপ্ত কোড দেখুন বন্ধ নিশ্চিতকরণ)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=15634,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2008 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 20, Number 6, April 2008  BCTF renewal: A family value Second generation teacher activists By Geoff Peters Organizations that want to thrive and remain dynamic have to renew themselves. Activists, after all, retire like anyone else and when teachers retire their teacher activism goes with them. The AGM highlighted the process of teacher activism renewal by featuring a number of second generation activists—seven young delegates—most there for the first time as elected reps, who were continuing a family history of activism. The conference chairperson, Barb Parrott (Vancouver Elementary) welcomed the daughters of two past BCTF presidents, five past or current BCTF Executive members, local table officers, and long-time AGM delegates. So what inspired these young teachers to activism and what did they think about the AGM experience this year? Here are a few responses: "Coming from a family of teacher activists, some would say it was in my blood, but I saw how hard both of my parents had to work and wanted nothing to do with it! I soon figured out I couldn’t fight nature, and have been teaching in a primary classroom for the last three years. I felt that the 2008 AGM (my first) was an excellent experience for a new teacher...and a rather confusing one at the start! The AGM experience provided the opportunity to converse with others around the province, which is helpful coming from a rural local. I was honoured to be able to sit beside my father, Chris Johns, during his last AGM. Happy retirement Dad, and thanks for passing on the teaching activist gene." – Jennifer Johns (Cranbrook) "Going to the AGM was something I always looked forward to when I was a child. It must run in the blood, or maybe it is because after I was born, the first place I went was to the BCTF building. My mother, Marion Runcie, was on the Executive and so we stopped at the BCTF Executive meeting on the way home from the hospital! When I became a teacher I couldn’t wait to be an AGM delegate. "My first AGM was just as great as I had imagined it would be. The debates were fascinating. I learned so much about important education issues. As a member of the BCTF’s Teachers Teaching On Call Advisory Committee, I enjoyed discussing TOC issues with delegates from all over the province. It was encouraging that this year there were so many younger teachers including the second-generation delegates. This is very important because so many activists will be retiring in the near future." – Alex Peters (Burnaby) "This was my 15th AGM, but my first time as a delegate. I have fond memories of attending the AGM as a child: running up the down escalators of the Hyatt with Alyson Worboys (daughter of former BCTF President Neil Worboys and Jackie), anticipating and then excitedly watching the results of many elections and contemplating the numbers as the chair announced them. (I never quite understood what "spoiled" meant). After the sessions we sat in the hospitality suite late into the night listening to Viewpoint folks sing union songs. With those as memories, how could you not want to be a BCTF activist?" – Anna Chudnovsky (Vancouver) Geoff Peters teaches at Lord Baden-Powell Elementary School, Coquitlam. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141006,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2014/09/tentative-agreement-yes-or-no.html?showComment0751410932500226,Staffroom Confidential: Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, September 16, 2014 Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Despite what I know was a herculean effort on the part of our bargaining team, I very much hope that BC teachers will vote no to the tentative agreement. After five weeks of strike, and twelve years of legal battles, this is not the deal that will restore sanity to public education and it is not a fair deal for teachers and students. Just as teachers in Saskatchewan rejected a deal to ensure a better outcome, I hope BC teachers will consider a no vote to let our team know we have to go back to the bargaining table. Class size, composition The agreement provided a modified LIF fund starting at $75 million per year and increasing to $85 by the last year. It is for teachers only, which will mean a slight improvement in Districts where sizeable portions were spent on Education Assistants or senior District staff rather than teachers. However, in an average size District like Victoria (20,000 students, 1,000 teachers), this will translate into about 5-10 more teachers. That is one for every five schools. To put it in comparison, Justice Griffin's judgement estimated the lost funding due to lost class size language at about $330 million in current dollars. (Read more here about the proposed Education Fund.) I heard so many teachers speak up about the need to ensure that we do not return to over-crowded classes when the strike ends. This agreement does very little to alleviate what is the most pressing issue. Throwing away the court victory The agreement provides a "reopener" in the event we win on appeal our class size language. What this means is that the language returns, but is not implemented until new language is negotiated. Without the actual implementation of the returned language, there will be very little incentive for the government to bargain it back. We would essentially be back in the very same position we are in today, with government trying to bargain it out and us trying to bargain it back in. In my opinion, even if we were legislated back to work we would be in a superior position. If we won the appeal the government would then be forced to implement the language. We are thus throwing away our historic court victory and the bargaining pressure it potentially creates. The reopener is really only mildly less offensive than E80. In both cases, we have to bargain back what was illegally taken from our contract and the government will probably never have to restore it. In fact, the "reopener" creates the perfect opportunity for government to lock us out to try and force us to agree to something far inferior. Throwing away the remedy for the last twelve years The agreement provides $105 million to compensate for grievances over-sized classes for the last twelve years. Using Justice Griffin's estimates, our loss is roughly $300 million times 12 = over $3 billion. I cannot fathom how $105 million is a fair compromise. The BCTF's original proposal to put this money back into the system was a more fair and productive approach. This agreement means we can no longer go to the courts for a fair remedy. Wages The agreement is very close to government's original offer. While I would be willing to accept this if the class size language was returned, teachers should not be taking such a significant monetary loss without the commensurate gain in working conditions. We have lost roughly 12% of our annual salary. We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut. Minimal improvements There are very minimal improvements in preparation time for elementary teachers (10 minutes per week), and TTOC daily rate. The TTOC daily rate change may depend on your grid placement. It could actually be a wage loss for long term TTOCs who are above category 5 and step 7. There is also $11 million in health and dental benefits. At 40,000 members, this is $275 each. Hardly worth consideration in the context of the rest of the agreement. What next? There are a variety of options if we vote no. We can continue the strike. We can choose to return to work and continue bargaining. We do not, and should not, accept an agreement that doesn't meet our needs and doesn't meet the needs of students and public education. When Saskatchewan teachers rejected the first deal which had 5.5% wage increases over four years, the second deal had 7.3% increases over four years. They have said this still isn't good enough. For us, our main issue is classroom conditions. We need to say this isn't good enough. The way to do that is to vote no. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 7:48 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 124 comments: Troy MooreSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:17 PM The EC recommendation states the open clause will be argued from restored language. However, selling our grievances for nothing as the 105 million is strike savings, is plenty of reason to vote no. Further, no composition caps, but a fund controlled by Superintendents is enough reason to vote no. Thursday I will vote no.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:06 PM Re-opener also says "education fund" in place until new language bargained, so old language can disappear forever.Delete Reply Mme RousseauSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:33 PM Government starved us to death hoping we'd vote yes to whatever deal they'd offer. Planned it from the start.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:07 PM We can sill choose (collectively) to return to work if we reject this deal. Many options.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:09 PM Great analysis, Tara! I think that returning to work would be a bad idea. This will frustrate parents more if they need to find new ways to deal with taking care fo kids. USe the money given to you by the other unions. I am a teacher who had to quit for stress over the terrible condition of work (split FI grade 4/5, several low LD kids with little support, one severe with no support, 2 gifted (no support), and a principal who expected me to teach 2 separate social studies AND science programs)Delete Reply Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:56 PM Good points by all but the gov't succeeded in starving my family out and completly breaking us. I will be voting YES and live to fight another dayReplyDelete Replies schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:21 PM 'Fight another day'? In the last twelve years that we have been pushing back against this government, never has the tide tide been so much with teachers, class size/composition, and public education - and never has the government been pushed back onto the ropes (especially with the call for binding arbitration). What 'other day' is being proposed that we wait for? Now is the time. Vote 'no' and give the BCTF bargaining team a renewed mandate to get a decent deal for students and teachers.Delete Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:10 PM "Another day" means to wake up and realize that 2more weeks means my family of 5 could lose our home. It means I will do all I can to recall Cc, Factbender, and other mla's, and maybe even having "a guy I know" have a chat with them. In year 1 of their reign, I don't believe they even know what "the ropes" are. I will vote YES ...for my family, and I can live with thatDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:12 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply Karen FergusonSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:03 PM Just a question: When the Saskatchewan teachers voted no, had they already been on strike for 5 weeks?ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM No. They are working with no contract. They are not on strike.Delete Shannon DavisSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:23 AM I am a Saskatchewan teacher. We are not on strike; we are currently in the conciliation process after voting "no" to 2 previous offersDelete Reply "Mama Rose"September 16, 2014 at 9:27 PM Can we truly return to work without agreeing and continue bargaining? When I suggested returning to work a few weeks ago, the answer was "being on strike puts pressure on the gov't and without pressure they have no reason to settle." And can you explain more how legislating us back would be better than agreeing to this deal? And finally, why would the BCTF executive put forward a deal that was not a good one?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:30 PM Because they need confirmation of the resolve of the membership to get something better. That is what a no vote does.Delete Reply Troylana MSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:28 PM some great points to ponder, tara......thinking thinking....ReplyDelete schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:43 PM If we vote 'no' to the tentative deal we still have options: We'd not have a contract. But we could... a) strike with full picket lines b) partially strike with phase 1 (work-to-rule) in schools c) partially strike with periodic/rotating job action d) continue negotiating e) return to work and re-escalate strike f) some/all of the above ReplyDelete Replies Caroline MackenzieSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:21 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:14 PM a) will expedite matters (I say less that 3 days)Delete Reply danabjornsonSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:05 PM I am thinking that a legislated, crappier contract would only be in effect for 2 years max (before elections...). If we take this offer, then we will be agreeing to this pseudo-E80. Should we win the court case (which we likely will), we will have to settle on the terms of the THIS negotiated contract which doesn't actually restore learning conditions; it simply allows for those conditions to be negotiated. If we say n, then we default to the 2002 contract, which DOES restore the language. A "yes" vote is saying that we are good on "crumbs"; a "no" vote is saying we want an actual meal. That's my understanding, anyway. Please correct me where I am wrong, Tara. :)ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:44 PM And word is IF they legislate, they could opt to legislate back Grade 10-12 only causing the union to have to lay off all teachers and re-hire based on seniority. That will tear the union at the seams pitting teacher against teacher for those positions. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:17 PM There will be a general strike if that were to happen! They better not do this. They will regret it.Delete Reply imaginefunlearningSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:09 PM Some good points on the background of our fight over the past 12 years, which I have been actively engaged in; however we need to recognize the climate we are in. We are not in Sask. people! We have just come through a very long summer!! We need to thank our @bctf bargaining team & recognize the toll this has taken on all of us & our families. I don't have the luxury of more time on the strike line. This may be as good as it gets. Let's read the agreement and consider getting back to work and making some $ again! That's my 2 cents worth, which would come in really handy right now!!!ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:18 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply RobSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:11 PM Go back in work to rule mode. Work this winter to recall every Liberal MLA. ThAt is the only way to apply pressure to these criminals. ReplyDelete Replies Kate RestonSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:03 PM Recall! Not sure who won the battle but the war is still onDelete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:14 AM Well said Kate... I agree 100%Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:20 PM I think say NO and a better deal will be done in less than 3 days. These guys are not criminals, they are lower than that. I bet they get a sick pleasure in hurting the kids and the teachers.Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:31 PM An official recall is in the works: https://www.facebook.com/groups/316129595235450/?fref=ts Please consider joining.Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:26 AM Leah - do you honestly think anyone who voted BC Liberal did so thinking that they would act any differently on the education file?Delete Reply JJSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:16 PM I am glad to see other members who share my views. I am outraged at a 1.2 percent "raise" in salary per year that doesn't even meet inflation of currently 2%. I feel used and abused.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:23 PM Not to mention all of the other pittance! I am actually surprised that Iker asked teachers to vote on this! Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:18 PM Hi Tara Thanks for the summary! Will we be able to vote NO to the deal, but vote YES to returning to work? Will there be three options when we vote Thursday? Why did the BCTF agree to a substandard deal for us? If we vote no to a deal that was recommended to us, the teachers look like the bad guys and public approval will plummet. I am very disappointed and frustratedReplyDelete Replies KataSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:12 AM Public approval will not necessarily plummet. I have seen strikes where the membership has voted against the executive's "best results to date", and ended up with a better offer. This offer is an insult. The $300 million will not bring funding to the national average (I believe). More importantly, the wage offer is half of the average wage increase for public and private workers (StatsCan). Delete Reply MontySeptember 16, 2014 at 10:19 PM Thank you, Tara. My thoughts too, more clearly expressed. As well, Thursday is too soon to vote, too soon to vote, too soon to vote........ReplyDelete Richard ChalkeSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:21 PM Vote no and lose every shred of public support...just sayin!ReplyDelete Replies UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:31 AM I am a member of the public and would support a "no" vote. js!.Delete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:01 AM Richard Chalke, NO you won't! I am a mother with 3 adopted special needs children who need to be in a class that is designed for them and others like them (my kids are academically slightly delayed but their issues are more social and behavioural) where they can receive the education they deserve taught in a way they can comprehend. I will speak now for all the parents I know, and we will support the teacher's if they continue to fight for our children's best interest.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:28 PM It might not be pretty at first, but once we explain things (and I hope the Mandarin-speaking teachers flood the Richmond organization that voiced their concerns), they will back us. The 3 billions that the judge came to is the first I hear about. This should be stated to every newsmedia comment section in the province. Minimize pickets and flood those outlets with commenters, just like the Liberals do. Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:45 PM I am a member of the public and a single Mother of a child in the public school system. You will NOT lose one bit of my support if you vote no. I know that you are sacrificing so that my child can have a better education, and I am most grateful for it. Having said that, I also know that you are exhausted and broke. I have been dreading that you may have to settle for less than what you (we) deserve because the government succeeded in breaking you. I am not in your shoes, so cannot judge. If the vote is a yes, I understand and I am still behind you. Delete Reply Alison RocheSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:25 PM It is a crap deal. It's always a crap deal. Once you raise the stakes to striking, anything else is a cave in. The last time we walked out was the 3 day illegal strike where I threw away 1200$ and got EXACTLY the same contract I had the year before. The BCTF called it a win because they didn't rip up MORE of my contract. Ridiculous. There are a few of us that believe that working to contract, doing 100% of your teaching job and nothing more (like paying for supplies out of your own pocket or EC) is the only way teachers will survive this government. What if they get re-elected again? Then what? Teachers have lost thousands to these clowns to make "statements" about the state of public education in this province. We can't keep sacrificing ourselves and our families. And in the meantime, you talk to parents about why you have to take this crappy road. Because up until this strike they mostly didn't care about the state of education, but god forbid you didn't run a Sports Day. Then suddenly they wanted to know what the hell was going on. Keep the conversation going in schools. Attend your PAC meetings and stop enabling this govt to underfund and overwork the system. And still get paid!ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:20 AM I am very excited at the prospect of returning to my beloved job on Friday. However I will NOT continue to put my personal money into my classroom and I will be seriously reconsidering my involvement in extra curriculars. I think we shoot ourselves in the foot with all the unpaid work we so willingly volunteer to do. Delete Reply FCSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:38 PM I heard a rumour last week from a loose lipped government insider that after the 22nd, depending on the outcome of the negotiations the Liberals were going to announce a 3 step process. I was not clear if this was based on 3 steps to resolve the strike (perhaps the 3rd step is legislation??) or 3 steps to overhaul the education system, either way, they will settle it outright. I wish you all luck and all the information that you need to make a sound decision of what you feel is best.ReplyDelete Replies Lisa BurrowsSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:53 PM I have heard similar rumours. On the 23rd, the gov. was planning on introducing a $6000 per year voucher system for 3 choices: an academic or trades program, or something called EducationCanada. Not clear whether their intention was to privatize the public system, de-certify teachers and hire them back under new wage/benefits. Not clear where these rumours originated from. Maybe fear tactics to get teachers to vote yes. In any event, I plan on voting yes. I signed up to be a teacher, not a martyr. This strike has cost us a lot. We need to regain our livelihood and hopefully continue the conversation about class composition. We have at least awakened many people to the issue, and the court case is still an avenue that could eventually improve teaching and learning conditions.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:33 PM I urge all teachers to fight and say NO to this deal. Retired teacher who had to retire because horrendous work conditions. Make me proud. They will not last long if you say NO! I know this is tough, but there is money and I hear that Van City does offer loan at low to 0 %. Banks do allow you to miss a mortgage payment. Go talki to your banker.Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM Will school districts require teachers to make up missed days, as suggested in the media? Will the school calendar be changing to make up for the missed three weeks and if so will we be made aware of those changes PRIOR to the vote? ReplyDelete KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:41 PM "Wages..... We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut." And that is the cost of going on strike!!! There is nothing that can be done about that. You cannot go on strike and put up the raise you want every week to compensate for your time on strike - it doesn't work that way.ReplyDelete Replies Drew StevensonSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:59 AM I believe the missing "..." Suggests that they meant to refer to the losses against inflation since the last wage step increase. Thus this contract does not allow us to recover the buying power lost to inflation since the last non contract or "0%" year. Add those up and compare against the proposed increase and you see that by the end of the contract, we won't be able to afford the same value of goods (loaves of bread, watts of energy, litres of gas) that we could at the end of the last contracts term. It was not a comment about wages that were lost in the strike. Those are really small potatoes when compared to the grinding power of inflation over years and years. The next contract will use this latest for a bench mark so these losses to inflation will grind at all teachers for as long as they teach. A death of a thousand cuts to our ability to afford basic goods and services. Any raise less than inflation is a cut to the value placed on us and on our ability to pay our bills. Delete Reply Ed SSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:09 PM Having lost $20,000 (including summer school wages) as the single income for a family of five is far too much; I will be voting YES to the deal, unless the independently wealthy teachers out there who wish to continue the strike will pay my bills and mortgage for me.ReplyDelete Replies Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:14 PM I feel ya. Yes for meDelete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:18 AM Ed S. With all due respect (and I mean that), how did you lose $20,000 in the strike? Teachers were out 2 weeks (all out) before they were supposed to be in June, and now 3 weeks for the start of school? It is my understanding that teachers don't get paid through the summer months. Please correct me if I'm wrong, wherever I'm wrong. Shouldn't you have been financially alright for the summer months at least? Also all teachers knew this strike had a possibility of extending into the new school year but no one teacher budgeted for this possibility? I'm truly just trying to get a clear picture of where this all stems. NO disrespect intended.Delete BlairSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:12 AM Kelly, not Ed but if you look at the numbers there was the 10% lockout haircut in May/June plus the loss of most of June and the loss of much of September. In our 1 teacher (1 non) household we calculated a $9 K - $10 K loss so far. If you add summer school earnings you can easily make the loss in the $20 k zone. As for budgeting, we budget for the summer, but did not expect the 10% haircut, nor the loss of June/Sept days which completely messed our budgeting calculations. A very good friend (single teaching mother) was crushed by the loss of the June income and is without a penny today.Delete Mr. SmoothSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:35 PM The only one who didn't get a haircut was Jim Iker... and he needs one more than anyone else. What's with that over-coiffed 70"s mullet Jim? Does wonders for the BCTF brand image!Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:55 PM Jim's hair is not open for discussion in a respectful space like this. As for his salary, he is a teacher who does not get paid when we are on strike.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:04 PM Totally agree!Delete Reply Mr. GSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:24 PM If I thought they could do any better I would agree with voting NO, but you have to be realistic. The BCTF does not use professionals to bargain and always ends up with much less than they promise the membership when asking for a strike vote. While this is not a great deal for teachers, I really think you're fooling yourself if you think it'll get any better.ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:02 AM BCTF needs to be replaced with younger more adept representatives and advocates. Also, we should be hiring professional contract negotiators - you don't go into battle with cut throat corporate types with a wooden knife. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:37 PM This is BAD deal! Say NO to it and show those (expletives) that we will not take it anymore! Come on! Show them that teachers have a spine! They will respect us, oddly!Delete Reply retaSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:51 PM I agree with Richard. Those in the public that are uniformed would be furious, and there are many teachers who just can't afford to use their wages as their voice any longer - too much has already been donated to the government. In my opinion, the deal is pretty lame. I am sitting on the fence.ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:24 AM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:26 AM So true!!! I cannot afford to fight this battle for public education any longer. Why is this my personal and professional obligation??? However I think this deal is weak weak weak. I also think its the best we are going to get. Ideologically I'm on the fence but my wallet will vote YES.Delete Reply SirThinksToo MuchSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:54 PM My wife and I will be voting "Yes" on Thursday for it is the middle path. The easy path would have been for us to go back to school with E-80 & E-81 over our heads. The difficult path would be for us to vote "No" and put our mortgage at risk and having to continue asking retired parents for handouts to feed a family with three kids. The middle path is the wisest choice for us considering the current political climate in which those who do not teach are the quickest to judge it harshly.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:41 PM I understand that this is really tough for you! I almost died teaching a few month ago. I had to quit. Please consider holding on and say no. Remember the short loss in salary will be offset in the LONG-RUn by better salary increase. This is a joke! They will be laughing at you even more if we accept this. This is a very bad deal! However, I do respect your position!Delete Reply DaleSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:16 AM Why would classroom conditions be better on October 9th after being legislated back? We have been outplayed because of our stubborn refusal to outdated, tired old tactics. It is because of these actions that have led us to this terrible deal. Time to reset, regroup and stock up for the long haul. Can't do it if half the members commit hara kiri on themselves. We are a union of professionals not a cult. ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:49 AM Could not agree more.Delete schreck!September 17, 2014 at 9:44 AM Could you please advise which tactics you believe could have been used to secure a superior deal?Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:47 AM Full disclosure: I'm a BC Liberal supporter. The only people who would benefit from a NO vote are the BC Liberals. Teachers would be bargaining with no leverage whatsoever and would be viewed by a large segment of the population as unreasonable. The BC Liberals then get portray themselves as the only party capable of dealing with the BCTF. schreck! says that the BCTF has the government on the ropes, but he couldn't be farther from the truth. The government wants people to view the BCTF as their primary opponent. Disputes like this just shore up the BC Liberal base and protect its right flank. Any half-baked recall campaign will only reinforce that. It's true teachers aren't going to recoup the lost wages from the strike. I would suggest to you that that means this job action was probably not in teachers' interests, especially without any sort of appreciable strike fund. This is the best deal teachers were ever going to get with this government and people should have been able to recognize that in June. If you want my advice (which you probably don't), it would be to spend the next 5 years building up a strike fund, electing better leaders, and hiring a professional negotiating team. Don't bring a knife to a gunfight and expect things to go well. Focus on getting the best deal you can from whoever the government is rather than trying to change the government, the HST, Kinder Morgan or a thousand different issues that distract from education and erode the union's finances further. You'd be doing yourself a favour, and probably doing the NDP a favour at the same time. Also, if schreck! is David Schreck, you can thank his opposition to STV for the last two BC Liberal majorities. I know I do.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:11 PM One step would be to stop making political contributions to the NDP. This only contributes to the childish animosity and lack of trust that has constantly characterized negotiations. How else can the Socreds/Liberals view teachers except as enemies when they so publicly support their opponents. This stupid confrontational immature approach has to STOP!!!!! Education should not be a political fight when it is so obviously a valuable benefit to our society. It was an NDP government that legislated teachers back to work in 1993. Stop making education a political fight.Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:10 PM I don't think they have to go that far. CUPE and the Nurses still contribute to the NDP yet they don't have the same acrimonious relationship. CUPE and the Nurses just make their members their priority, and broader advocacy second.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:55 PM Ryan (possibly a Liberal paid commenter), with all due respect, I disagree with you. The cumulative increase in lieu of this will be better. Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can. I say to Iker, ask for 6% over 3 years because these people love to play the 15% over 15 year game to make it so big on the surface. Some people think that this is 15% every year. Believe me! I have seen it in comment sections. Others believe that the 15% is too high not understanding that they must divide things over the duration of the contract. It is time that we play it smarter. It is time to put the foot down and ask for money given to us by other unions, if it is needed. Banks can accept one late mortgage payment. It would be suicidal for them to not help. Imagine the possible damage if that ever leaks out. They could lose a lot in teacher money. I for one would pull my money out of a bank in support! Teachers are going to show this government that we have a spine! Enough is enough! Aren't you tired of being treated like kids? (Retired teacher who almost died in a car accident because of work conditions that were horrendous. I had to quit.)Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 AM Not paid by the BC Liberals. I pay them actually... :/ I imagine astroturfers of any affiliation wouldn't disclose their bias. "Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can." How did that work in May 2013? If the teachers reject a contract that their own union endorsed, it will make teachers seem unreasonable. Whether that perception is true or fair is irrelevant. It's what will happen, and teachers will be weaker as a result. Take my advice. Build up a strike fund and focus on the internal governance of the BCTF for the next 6 years. You'll be better off for it. Or not. I don't mind you or others making it easier for the party I support to get elected. I'd just rather not see kids and teachers hurt in the process.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:37 AM Ah! The "don't-hurt-kids" card, hey, when you have underfunded education for 12 years! WOW! That takes the cake! Are your trolling? Oh! You are serious? :) Would you be surprised if I don't follow your advice, considering your lack of logic? Would you be surprised if others don't follow your advice? It is ttue that bullies like you and your ilks love to show who is the boss, who is the teacher now! I suspect that is at the root of the problem! No one wants to fail in school! No one wants to get the strap! Sad that today's teachers don't like it too! But, who cares, we are ... teachers! We deserve it! BAH! BAH! BAH!Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:22 PM That's fine. I look forward to another 16 years of BC Liberal government.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:41 PM 16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate! Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan! Sociopaths do that!Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 9:35 AM "16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate!" 16 years of our opponents still don't understand why they lost. Like I said, that's fine with me. If I said the Liberals would be in power for at least another 13 years back in 2004 you probably would have laughed too. Heck, if I told you on May 13 last year that the BC Liberals would be reelected on May 14 you'd probably have laughed too. And you were wrong. Why is that? Answer that question if you want the NDP to win the next election. Without a correct answer to it, the NDP's cause is hopeless. "Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan!" You feel they are flawed, and that's fine. I don't go around calling people who disagree with me sociopaths, nor do I accuse them of being paid shills. But I also don't feel much need to address your ad hominems. There are logical arguments to support your position, but argumentum ad hominem is not one of them. It's a textbook logical fallacy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 1:15 PM Ah! Now I get it! It is all ego-based! You think because you voted the winning party that you are a winner and we are losers! You think because you predicted that the Liberals would win, you are winner. That does not make YOU a winner or the Liberals! It is called DEMOGRAPHICS, you expletives. The baby boomers are getting old and because they have more assets and won't make a whole lot more for too long, they need to vote a govn't who is going to do just that! It is not rocket science! WOW! You think you are so superior when your party stole an election with 47% of the popular vote. That's not a majority and your party should not have been elected. BTW, did you delete from your ethical memory the words Ethnic voting scandal? The field is slanted and you know it. However, you are so willing to minimize, forget the scams and bad fairplay tactics like a sociopath is allowed to minimize or ignore his or victims emotions that you don't see that you are the loser, we are the victim of your constant bullying. 1% wage increases after years of 0% increases and you can justify that when Yahoo reports that the average Canadian can hope to get 2.5% this and next year: https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html You Liberals behave like fascists, but we can't call you that because that's not allowed! Well! Guess what? It is and you are. Live with it! You keep on dreaming you are a genius! :) I am retired, getting soon a nice pension, and laughing at you from a beach somewhere! AHAHA! Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 2:14 PM What's with the name calling Peter? For someone claiming to be retired you really don't show the wisdom of age. For someone who talks about logic, you use logical fallacies like ad hominems a lot too. It's a fair point that the BC Liberals didn't get a majority of the vote (and I'm a very big supporter of electoral reform). The BC Liberals + Conservatives did though, and I don't think it's realistic to expect the BC Conservatives to have been more generous had they been part of government. Last time I checked I just voted. I didn't "victimize" anyone. Perhaps your rage is misplaced. If you think the election was "stolen" I'm afraid I have to question your grasp on reality though. "Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?" I'm glad you'll have a pleasant retirement Peter. I have no ill will towards you. I'm not sure why you think I do. I'm not saying people were *right* to vote BC Liberal. That's a matter of opinion. All I'm saying is people *did* vote BC Liberal. More voted BC Liberal than BC NDP for the last 5 elections in a row actually. You need to understand why that happened in order to change it for the next election. Clearly you're not interested in that though. Which is fair enough. Just remember next time you're upset about something the BC Liberals do that your lack of interest is part of why the BC Liberals get elected at all.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 3:23 PM I love your culture --or the lack of thereof! Guess what, stop thinking averybody is white and must follow your little rules. Namecalling? Sociopath? Whaaaat? And, what if you are? Still can't call you that? :) You fascist right-wingers are big on censorship! I just don't like you giving us lessons on how to get the NDP in. As stated, people are voting right of the NDP because it is a matter of demographics and a little ethnic vote buying on the side. The rest is mumbo jombo. Yes, of course, they will have to go on strike in the future and yes they will have to build a strike fund. The Liberals stole that from the BCTF too! And, you wonder why I don't have any respect for them? Yes, electoral reform is needed! We agree!Delete Reply JJ GeorgeSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:46 AM As a parent, I support the teachers and respect whether they choose to vote yes or no. However I noticed a discrepancy here from other information I've read regarding prep time for elementary teachers. Here it states minimal improvement to prep time - only 10 minutes per week being added. Elsewhere I read that it is 100 minutes per week for prep, increasing by an additional 10 minutes in the final year. That is a significant difference, and worth noting. Or have I completely misunderstood?ReplyDelete Replies Anne-MarieSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:59 AM Elementary teachers currently have 90 minutes of preparation time per week so an increase to 100 minutes per week is only gaining 10 minutes. In other provinces and some private schools they have as much as 45 minutes of prep time per day.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:56 PM Thank you for inquiring!Delete DW ZSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:57 PM You're right JJ George. There is a significant difference around the province regarding preparation times. In my district elementary teachers currently get 100 minutes of prep time. This new proposal is useless to me. I'll have to wait 6 years to gain an extra 10 minutes. Delete Reply UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:11 AM Almost nobody gets cost of living adjustments. Also inflation is NOT 2%. Do some research and look at the CPI for BC over the last 24 months. The average over the last 2 years is 0.7%, not 2%. The CPI changes every month so you cant just look at the highest month and declare that THE inflation rate. Check out the 12 month averages document for the actual numbers. http://www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/StatisticsBySubject/Economy/ConsumerPriceIndex.aspx All that being said I support the teachers. if you think this is a bad deal as a parent my dream would be for the teachers to vote no but continue bargaining because I do think the kids need to be in school and I do fear that the teachers will lose all support if the strike continues. All I ask as a parent is that you do your own research and try not to be swayed by all the opinions. ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:01 AM Inflation for August was 2.1% (http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/economy/cpi-report-expected-to-reveal-rise-in-canadas-core-inflation-rate/article20593943/). The CPI is a year-over-year calculation.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:43 AM Inflation should be looked at as a yearly average, not an individual month.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:34 PM The lawyers do not believe we have compromised our court deal. Our leadership would not have sold us out. We dodged a bullet. The Premier had something loaded even if we are not sure what it was. The idea that we could simply return to work is not guaranteed. I think a no vote could easily lead to the Liberals locking us out again because the Premier wants to crush us and she will use any excuse. She did not want to take the advice of her people and do this deal. I am certain a plan for drastic action (where we have to take the concessions they had planned) or worse - was in place. We can't guarantee the press will do any better job explaining the complexities should we say no. They rarely sided with us in markets outside of Vancouver where people are more political and they often misled or allowed others to mislead. They are not helping and would sensationalize. This would see dissolution of support very quickly - especially if we asked for wages. (Though admittedly it angers me that we can't ask for wages without being accused of being greedy when that is what most bargaining units do). But we have argued this is about kids and while this is not ideal - it is better to have teachers than not. The deal does suck in that it does not bring us to par - but this fight needs to be won with a strategy that is political and capacity will do that in another round. We have some support - but it is limited to the choir. We need to have the pews too. We need to build that capacity while working and continue to find allies because the fight is bigger than most people want to consider. This is about ideology and about privatization. Education always was political but never more so than now and we have to fight this party or the conservatives who would do the same or worse. No teacher who is responsible can ignore the politics any longer. That is simply the truth. If you work in the system you better get informed and you better be prepared to fight until retirement for the system. That said, I want to ask the same question others are asking: Why is this the job of 42,000 teachers and not the job of all citizens who want equality to fight for this right? It is time (while the conversation is still on-going and up to and including election night) for us to guide the public where we can but mainly play our part by not propping the system up. Make poverty known. Make noise about shortfalls, ask questions (in the media or in board offices ) about who is going to fix it instead of paying ourselves, volunteer some but wait for the pubic to step up so they see what schools lack. I hate the deal too. But I trust Vince Ready and Iker and I don't think we could have done better right now. I think we dodged a bullet because I have read everything this government has put out and followed the trail. They plan to privatize and they are just looking for the route. Voting YES for now does not mean we are giving up. It does not mean a win in the way we wanted but we have won a battle that will lead to us winning the war. If we don't rest up and stock up we might not get there.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:57 PM Well, if it is bigger than just this battle, then we will need ALL the unions to strike if they do indeed use drastic (draconian) measures. I say it is time for ALL of the unions to call a general strike. I guarantee that they will not like that one bit. What will they do then? Call the army? :) People in Europe, at the end of the 19th century stood up in mines. General strikes do occur in Europe and have. If you think you had it tough, think of them who stood tall for US in tougher times and conditions. Make sacrifices. Sell furniture. Tutor on the side. Ask for the BCTF money. Ask your banker to help. As friends and relatives. If we say NO, it won't last long. If they legislate us back, let's call a general province-wide strike of all unions. Delete Reply Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:47 AM Between CC's smug smile as she celebrates slaughtered teachers and Jim Iker's goofy grin - seemingly unaware that he has been a willing puppet, I am thoroughly disgusted. Over the next 5 years, teachers will be in an increasingly bad situation financially, classrooms will continue to be too large and complex with increasing medical, social and environmental issues impacting academic delivery. It could not be less obvious that things will continue to worsen. The Liberals have ensured that BC is rapidly becoming the Canadian Monaco for rich off shore interests and wealthy corporations. Soon the underpaid "workers" will have to be bussed in daily to Vancouver - Asian style. The only recourse is to move to just about any other province and bring in up to $100,000 more over the six years with much less cost of living. So we are bailing, encouraged by friends who have gotten positions in Manitoba and Alberta. My colleagues and I discovered through contacting several school boards across Canada that specialist (special needs and behavioural) and secondary science teachers are in particular demand. I want to work in a professional, respectful environment where the needs of all children are considered a priority and where I feel inspired to do my best. However, I want my vote to reflect the wishes of teachers who will be here over the next 6 (5) years, so very much appreciate your blog and opportunity to read the comments.ReplyDelete Bert SlaterSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:11 AM To vote YES will throw away 12 years of effort, and 2 victories in BC Supreme Court. To vote YES will be to snatch defeat from the jaws of victory. If you vote YES what bargaining power do you think you will have - the government will do nothing, and then what do you think you will do - take job action? PLEASE VOTE NO.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:59 PM Time to show you have a spine!Delete Reply RodSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:06 AM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Cool HandSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 AM Wouldn't a 'No' vote be a vote of no confidence in the BCTF itself?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:02 AM Not at all. It is just a message to the leadership we need to do better. The strength of the union is the members, and we support the leadership by giving them direction through democratic means.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:40 PM I disagree. How else can a recommendation by the EC to vote yes be interpreted? Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:00 PM I am sure people will interpret this both ways, but it is a vote. If it is supposed to be a "Yes", because it might be interpreted one way, then why bother having a vote?Delete Kate TSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:07 AM Yes , it would be. I don't think we could come out much better than this with this government. How will a No obtain that? Christy will be happy, she can declare the BCTF gone and roll out her plan to privatize. Delete Reply David DeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:06 AM A no vote would be a rejection of a the court victories defied by the government and an inadequate deal containing some vague promises that won't meet the needs of teachers or students on class size and other important issues.In Ontario elementary teachers get 200 minutes of prep time per 5 day cycle. I know there is financial hardship, but the union has received close to $2 million in donations from other unions; is there no way of accessing hardship funds? At minimum, vote no and return to work on work to rule with various strike options.ReplyDelete Erica JonesSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:25 AM This article actually makes me so mad. It is NOT better for the kids that they have missed almost all of june and all of september. This is what you signed up for in BC as a teacher. Get on board or GET OUT.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:20 PM Is this really what teachers signed up for? At my high school, each class has about 30 kids, with an average of 17 kids per classroom with an identified learning disability. Our district says that there should be no more than 4 kids per classroom.. How do you expect non-specialist teachers to help each student when over half of them require more resources because of a learning disability? Furthermore, are you generalizing the "better-ness" to all the kids in BC? Because I don't think that it would be better if kids went back considering the learning environment isn't up to par. There are barely any Education Assistants, and support teachers for the multitude of children who need them. While I recognize and appreciate your enthusiasm for education, please realize that the public school system isn't a daycare. Also, please think about your words and the learning environment prior to speaking out. By the way, we're not an autocracy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:08 PM I can understand your frustration! Understand mine! I almost died at 7:30 pm one night returning from teaching a FI split class with several students who did not get enough support or no support at all. The principal expressed to me that he expected me to teach 2 different social studies programs and 2 different science programs. ANYONE I talked to knows that this is impossible to do, especially in French Immersion when kids get no support at home and books are often too hard for students to read. I had to quit my job. I did it for me and did it for the kids. I was like a surgeon who is asked to operate on 5 patients with an old scalpel with 2 inexperienced nurses. Predictably, 4 patients would die and I would be reprimanded! Teachers are put in terrible conditions and kids too. I hope you have the openmind to consider the reality of this honest personal anecdote. I also wish you to understand that this is likely not an isolated incident. What will it take? A kid to commit suicide because he or she is not getitng enough support?Delete Reply hilarySeptember 17, 2014 at 10:29 AM It is incorrect to equate lost funding with what the teachers would have received in grievances. The two are not equivalent. The starting position of the BCTF was $225M, so they never expected $3B to resolve grievances. I'm also interested to know where you get your figures on overcrowded classrooms. A recent Globe and Mail article says that classrooms are, on average, smaller than the caps set in 2002.ReplyDelete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:36 AM The signing bonus should be roughly $2500 each: 105 million divided by 41 thousand.ReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:53 AM It is not that simple. The $105 million is to be allocated by the union. The term "signing bonus" has been crossed off on the signed document. Some of that money may be used to pay union debts. Don't know this but clarification would be useful.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:16 PM Just quoting from the CBC news website, "And finally there are details of $105-million fund to settle grievances stemming from the ongoing court case. The BCTF says that money will be given out as a signing bonus, with specific amount yet to be determined."Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:34 AM I think it would be smart to put at least part of it into your strike fund.Delete Reply WheelsSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:55 AM If the money is used as a signing bonus, it should be based on FTEReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:12 PM Yes I am sure it will be based on FTE. The question is how much of the $105 Million is actually distributed. This is up to the union, and I am told that it is yet to be decided.Delete GuruSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:44 PM And don't forget all the retired teachers who are entitled to a share of it.Delete Reply Geoff OrmeSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:18 PM In another discussion of this someone suggested that under BC Labour Law a no vote means rejection of the proposed deal, and that means the strike continues until either: - the union in question elects to stand down - another tentative deal is presented or - the government imposes a legislated contract. I think the last of these is the most likely, and I believe the legislated contract would be draconian and brutal. What do you think, Tara? Also, I would appreciate your thoughts on Sandy Garossino's comments at https://storify.com/Garossino/should-teachers-accept-the-contractReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:14 PM If this is so, in a few month (likely a couple of years), teachers will win so much more with a Supreme Court judgment! It is possible that the Liberals know that the higher courts are stacked by Liberal judges (that is what happen when judges are chosen, not elected). In any case, a negative settlement (or not a great judgment) will galvinize the public to reform the way the Supreme court judges are being chosen. I doubt that any govn't will want that to happen. A legislated contract will make the LIbs look like sociopaths and dictators.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:47 PM Peter I think you are expecting far too much from the public, many of whom are only paying attention to this matter due to kids being home from school. The public are not remotely this savvy on the political process.Delete Reply IslanderSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:09 PM I am a continuing education teacher. We have it even worse and we are not listened to enough about our poor conditions. Those include no prep time (and we do have to mark and do report cards many times a year sometimes and commonly for 30 students in a class), travelling to different schools with no compensation, and having next to no breaks in between 3 hour classes. I worked for two years with no lunch break and taught 6 hours straight (just 15 min. breaks) to be told, "don't complain since there are others who will do it". We then got 15 min. breaks in between classes. Most of our students are wealthy immigrants, many who try to stay in classes as long as possible since the classes are free. After spending a year in Germany, I realize how better organized it is where the immigrants pay to learn the language on a sliding scale, and have to pay for a student book as well for each class. We do not even have text books, but photocopy so much at tax payers' expense. This is not right. I then teach summer school since we were not on a 12 month continual salary and most of those students are also immigrants (at least 75%). This is also free and it is becoming so common and the new immigrants know this is free babysitting and tutoring. I think one main problem is that we have so many new immigrants in our classes who need ESL like this article states about our inclusion style of education nowadays: http://www.vancouversun.com/life/Shelley+Fralic+trouble+with+schools/10203596/story.html I am honored to be teaching and like my job, but it does get exhausting especially since I need two or three jobs to pay the mortgage that I now no longer have.. back to renting since it all I can afford in this city that has become so expensive. And many don't realize that it is very very difficult to get to full time work as a teacher here. There was a formula that made it take about 10 years to get to f/t (now finally changed). I have been without pay for 3 months, and now had to finally rent a place in anticipation of returning to work, so I have to vote "yes", but please keep the comments coming for what alternatives we have. Maybe we have to just educate the public in a better way than picketing; maybe get out and walk around malls and talk to people and hand out pamphlets on how this liberal government is hurting this. Most Asians (probably just the new who are from such a different system) are already against the teachers since they do not seem to understand what is going on. http://www.vancouversun.com/Business/asia-pacific/Chuck+Chiang+Many+Asian+families+place+blame/10202757/story.htmlReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:17 PM First of all, myn thoughts are with you! I think your ideas about using different strategies is smart. Picketing is not a very good strategy to let people know about things. I think using the membership to flood media comment sections would be more effective. Going to talk to the public might be a good idea along with this, I think. Phone the BCTF and ask for support.Delete Reply Marsha HolleySeptember 17, 2014 at 1:36 PM A teachers wife Vote no you have come to far to back down. It is a -----Y DEAL. ReplyDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:45 PM Ask yourself WHY teachers cannot get 1/2 of the average increase in salary of the private sector? (The Libs will tell you because there are sooooooo many teachers, but I also hear that there are provinces where there is a need for teachers!) TORONTO - A new study says that Canadians, on average, can expect about the same size salary increase next year as in 2014. Human resources consultants Pal Benefits says a survey of 401 organizations, mainly in Ontario, Alberta and British Columbia, projected salary increase for 2015 at an average of 2.79 per cent. That was almost unchanged from the 2.74 per cent average increase projected in last year's survey. Meanwhile, in addition to the average salary increase remaining relatively steady year over year, the survey found that the percentage of employers who plan to freeze salaries appears to have stabilized at eight per cent —in the same percentages as was projected in 2014. Breaking down the numbers further, the survey found the average salary increase anticipated in the engineering, financial services and high technology sectors was three per cent. That compared with an average of 2.5 per cent on the low end for organizations in durable manufacturing. https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.htmlReplyDelete "Mama Rose"September 17, 2014 at 9:12 PM I used to agree with you, Tara, and appreciate you bringing these items to your blog to get us all thinking. But after a very long night and day of research and discussion, I realize I will be voting yes tomorrow. Here is why: I don't care about salary or benefit increases. That is not why I went on strike. I don't care if this tentative deal is not good for teachers. That's not why I went on strike either. For me, the single most important issue is class size and composition. I want to work in a classroom where I have enough time and resources available to me to adequately help all the students I teach. And while it is true that this tentative deal will not change anything in the classrooms right now (or at least most of our classrooms), I realized that we couldn't actually make changes in that area because the issues of cs and c is before the courts. When I made that connection and realized that this round of bargaining was really about a "good enough" agreement regarding wages, then the deal seems, well... good enough. BUT, the best part, is the language the BCTF legal team made around the furture court decision (the re-opener). They have it in writing that if we win the court case (which is likely) and when we have to start bargaining class size and comp again (that is exactly what Justice Susan Griffin said we would have to do) we will be STARTING from the 2002 levels. To make this simple to understand, I explained it to my friends using a number line. With this new language, the BCTF starts the next round of bargaining at say a 50. The government will want us to go to 10 or 15, and we'll compromise and end up maybe 25. But WITHOUT that language, we would have started bargaining at a 10 and only gone down from there. So I do believe it is the best deal possible, it still factors in the biggest issue (from my perspective), we do not lose the important gains of the past, and most importantly, everyone gets to go back to school.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 PM Mam Rose, I appreciate your point of view and your courage. However, let me point out to you and the readers that a decision at the BC supreme court might not turn out the way teachers anticipate. We all know that judges are appointed and who does the appointing? "All justices of the BCSC (including the position of Chief Justice and Associate Chief Justice) are appointed by the federal cabinet, on recommendation of the Minister of Justice. Masters are appointed by the provincial cabinet, on recommendation of the Attorney General in consultation with the Chief Justice." (Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Supreme_Court_of_British_Columbia) Now, I would like to think that all of those people are objective, but they are appointed and we know that there are political appointments. They have a lot of discretion over the laws and judgments. I am willing to bet that the BC Liberals do know this and are betitng the farm (or do they know something we don't know) that the Supreme Courts are stacked against teachers? So, I am not sure if we can count on a WIN if we proceed with the court ruling. I think we would be better to negotiate and negotiate a better deal.Delete Reply retaSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:57 AM Yes...no...yes...no...The last two days have been this. I’ve read so many articles and comments over the past few months and, I can say, I have learned a lot. I know this is not a great deal for teachers right now. I will be voting yes. This is why… 1. The children. Without going into the multiple issues (e.g., grad, post secondary, trades, sports, global education/trips, planned activities, those with varying degrees of special needs, those that need a soft place to land, etc., etc.) the children need to get on with their education. 2. The parents. For many parents, this strike is a financial burden. We do not like to be called baby sitters, but for many living below the poverty line, school is a financial relief. Winter is coming; gas bills will be expensive. 3. Poverty. Remember, BC has the highest child poverty rate in Canada. Schools feed and clothe numerous children. 4. The other systems educators work collaboratively with. MFCD, CYMH, foster parents, group homes, and the multitude of non-profit agencies that support vulnerable children and families are bursting at the seams. We are a part of that team. 5. CUPE. While some have been paid during this strike, that money is coming from districts. It was not provided by the government. And, CUPE is a partner in education - from the bus drivers to the tech dept to custodians to secretaries to EAs and so on. 6. Small Businesses. In our little towns, the school district is the number one employer. There is a direct cause-effect relationship between loss of wage and loss of business. 7. Money. The amount of money that is needed to reverse the erosion of the public education system over numerous years cannot be recouped in one sitting. This agreement is a start. It’s not much but the stage has been set. 8. THE COURT CASE. That is why we were on strike. All the other stuff could have been resolved months ago, but our government was working hard to make the court case go away. Well, it still exists. I consider that the victory. We live to fight another day (as rhetorical as that sounds) AND I hope people actually read the ruling and think critically about how a loss could impact the future of the Charter of Rights, and the power of government to contravene those rights. I am guessing we will vote to ratify as so many fear “what’s next?” from this government. It’s nasty business, and I think legislation would be next. VALUING PUBLIC EDUCATION needs to come from a STRONG, CONSISTENT public voice. If we do ratify the agreement, and those in the profession and public think we've given up, we have not. We’ve been fighting for years. We just haven’t been heard… until now. ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:21 AM I understand your point of view, but sometimes you have to fight to get what you want. This is a VERY bad deal, considering: Other people get on average 2.5% salary increases last year and this year and the next and the rest of us get 1% and must feel happy if we do.? (https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html) THIS DEAL is a horrendously BAD deal for kids/parents as well, of course. We are going to continue to be humiliated and be the laughing stock of many people of this province. After a decade of paycuts, WOW, this is what they are willing to offer! WOW! WOW! WOW!Delete Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:30 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Reply Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:37 PM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:08 PM Let's cross our fingers! I think we need a general strike by all unions if CC legislates teachers back. It is time to put the foot down and tell her and the Liberals that, as in the movie Network,"I am mad as hell and I won't take it anymore!"Delete Reply Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 8:26 PM Needs help on some stats for an online debate Looking for the last 10 or 15 years of contractual salary increases in %. So, 1% for 2001, 0% for 2002,...ReplyDelete Children FirstSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:00 PM Well it's all done now. Really hope the teacher's can find another angle to deal with class size and composition as well as student funding. The government will make sure the coming court case never swings your way no matter what. 2nd most expensive place to live in the the world!!! Wonder why and where the money goes??? ReplyDelete AnonSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 PM I'm an outsider, but have followed closely this whole fiasco and this is a RAW deal. Your union hung you out to dry on this one - taking a really bad deal (clearly no one from the BCTF had rudimentary math skills in their toolbox) and then publicly encouraging to the media that teachers accept the deal....what choice did you have - a no vote would have outraged the public. I could go on and on, but the bottom line, in my opinion, is that your union better get some stronger leaders who are PR and technology savvy. Out with Iker and the rest of those who bargained on your behalf - they just got ......well , we know that happened. Whew, can't even believe how screwed you got, absolutely amazing - nothing meaningful gained in the big picture and only very minor gains for a small group of people, bigger losses for the majority.. Wow - I better stop now. Best of luck. Thanks for all you do for our children. ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ▼  September (9) Reflections on the BC Teacher Strike BC Teacher strike - Lessons learned Response to Sandy Garossino Will the Education Fund improve classroom conditio... Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Class composition: a human rights perspective Class size and composition - a short visual histor... Guest post - I WILL HOLD THE LINE Teachers - let your leadership know it is time to ... ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012_05_01_archive.html,Staffroom Confidential: May 2012 Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Wednesday, May 30, 2012 Cowichan Trustees take courageous stand School Trustees in Cowichan have taken a courageous stand to confront the BC government over inadequate funding. They have submitted a deficit budget, based on the restoration of all needed educational services. Their budget reinstates $10.8 million in lost government funding. In response, the Minister of Education, George Abbott, has threatened to fire the Board. He evidently believes that the oath to submit a balanced budget is more important than the oath to provide a quality education to every child. He has his priorities wrong. At a recent meeting to parents, Minister Abbott quiped: "there is one lone board threatening suicide". Mr. Abbott has complete and utter disregard for a Board that is choosing to stand with its community, rather than act as the government's henchmen. Cowichan Trustees aptly describe their actions: "we are not prepared to stand quietly and let schools, facilities and services to students deteriorate to the point where parents will send their kids to schools outside the district or to private schools".  The Cowichan Trustees are asking for support from the lower Island community and from British Columbians tired of seeing our public services eroded to feed never ending tax cuts for the rich. Please join the rallies and write to Minister Abbott to ask that the Cowichan budget be respected and the additional funding provided. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 1:09 PM 1 comment: Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest Monday, May 28, 2012 Excerpt from Our Times article Today's post is something a little different...an exerpt from an article I wrote for this month's issue of Our Times magazine. THE PRIVATIZATION OF PUBLIC EDUCATION Only in America or coming to a school near you? By Tara Ehrcke “The Shocking State of Our Schools” was the title of the Oprah Winfrey show September 20, 2010. Even if you aren’t a parent or a teacher, the issue of “education reform” in the U.S. likely crossed your path sometime in the last few years. You might have seen the documentary Waiting for Superman, which blames teachers’ unions for wrecking the American public education system and trumpets the concept of the charter school, a private system that runs on public money. Perhaps you read an article promoting merit pay for teachers. Or you might have watched more than 100,000 demonstrators in Madison, Wisconsin, take on the newly minted and aggressive Republican governor Scott Walker, for his attack on teachers’ bargaining rights. It is almost impossible, these days, not to come across someone blaming teachers and teacher unions, on both sides of the border, for education’s woes, and promoting the necessity for education “reform.” Practically every mainstream media message is the same: Our schools are failing, and teachers are to blame: bad teachers, greedy teachers, teacher unions, teacher seniority. The U.S. education reform movement is, at its heart, a platform to advance an agenda of privatization, market-based reforms, and attacks on unions. It is promoted by some very visible (and very wealthy) Americans who have no expertise in either education or education policy. It has become legitimate to chime in on the debate with no credentials and no expertise. It is a darling of both the Republicans and the Democrats. The movement dates back to 1992, when the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) first developed standardized tests to rank schools internationally. By the late 1990s, individual OECD member states, Canada and the U.S. included, were copying this formula and instituting their own testing, often on an annual basis. They use the data to rank schools and this ranking provides evidence of failing schools. The false crisis of “school failure” drives privatization under the guise of school reform. In the U.S., such reforms were enshrined in law through George W. Bush’s No Child Left Behind Act in 2001. The Act mandates both standardized tests and draconian responses for schools that fail these tests, such as firing the staff or closing the school. It has been reinforced by President Obama’s Race to the Top program, which ties Federal funding to school and teacher assessment based on student test scores. EDUCATION’S SHOCK DOCTRINE These reform measures are the result of public education’s very own shock doctrine strategy, with free-market policies pushed in response to a manufactured crisis. As writer Naomi Klein describes in her book, The Shock Doctrine: The Rise of Disaster Capitalism, this is a neo-liberal program designed to dismantle and privatize public services. The shock strategy works like this: 1) Mandate testing of every student at every school. 2) Underfund public schools. 3) Set unrealistic expectations as benchmarks for “success.” 4) Declare a crisis based on test score results. 5) Blame the schools, the teachers and the teachers’ unions for the failure. 6) Introduce market reforms to “fix” the problem. It is actually quite difficult to promote this set of ideas – even with an army of think-tanks and private lobby groups and a few billion dollars. Most Canadian, and American, parents understand that school is more than standardized test scores, and many believe that the tests do nothing to improve their own child’s education. They also tend to like and trust their children’s teachers and schools, certainly more than they trust a bureaucrat or politician. So, it takes a lot of organized ideological interference to turn parents against their child’s teacher and against their neighbourhood school. Read more! in this month's copy of Our Times magazine (you will have to actually go to a news stand and buy one, but it is an excellent investment with many other excellect articles). See the table of contents here:  http://ourtimes.ca/Latest/article_65.php Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 3:50 PM 1 comment: Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest Wednesday, May 23, 2012 Education reform and the folly of school choice I am a regular reader of Diane Ravitch's excellent blog Bridging Differences (http://blogs.edweek.org/edweek/Bridging-Differences/). She writes about the state of US education policy and she is very alive to the dangers of the current US reform movement. In particular, she sees clearly the relationship between "choice" and "public" and how parent choice can be used to undermine the public good - how what might seem to be best for one child is not necessarily best for all children. In a recent post, she writes about the changes being adopted in Louisiana: The key elements of Louisiana's reform are: a far-reaching voucher program, for which a majority of students in the state are eligible; a dramatic expansion of charter schools, with the establishment of multiple new chartering authorities; a parent trigger, enabling parents in low-performing public schools to turn their schools into private charters; and a removal of teacher tenure. The Jindal reforms were immediately hailed by a group of conservative state superintendents calling themselves "Chiefs for Change." The group's chairman, Tony Bennett, the state superintendent in Indiana, congratulated Louisiana and predicted that:  "These student-centered reforms will completely transform Louisiana and its students. Students will no longer have to settle for failing schools. Countless families will be able to select the best education option for their unique student's needs. And superintendents and principals will be empowered to hone faculties of talented, dynamic, and effective educators. Armed with these bold reforms, Louisiana will soon lead our country in quality public K-12 education." Sounds a lot like George Abbott and Christy Clark. "Students must be at the centre of their learning" is the first tag line on the BC government's bcedplan web page. Without any explanation, these calls to student-centred, student's first and student oriented have little meaning or substance. They only serve to create some artificial justification for reform by the inference that somehow students are not the centre of schooling. Of course such an inference is absurd - teaching students is the raison d'etre of school.  Louisiana wants to be "student centred" by redirecting public funding to charter (privately run & publicly funded) and private schools.  Both vouchers and charters are mechanisms for parents to receive public funding and then use this funding to choose their private or privately run school. With a voucher, parents get the funding and give the funding directly to the private school via the voucher. With a charter, the parent channels the funding to the charter via their student's enrollment, but the charter is independent from any government or public oversight . In both cases, public funding that used to support public schools that are publicly run is removed from the public system and re-allocated to the private system. There is no evidence that privately run schools that get public funding through vouchers or charters do better. In fact, the evidence is the opposite - charters often do worse. In addition, school choice and competition between schools results in segregation and stratifications - students with social capital and who can pay additional fees have more "choice" than those who don't and can't. In BC, student centred school choice comes in a few formats. First there is direct public funding of private schools - up to 55% of what a public school would recieve. Second, the BC government opened up the "catchment" areas of public schools. This allows parents to choose any school rather than requiring that they attend the neighborhood school. This has resulted in overcrowding at some schools and declining enrollment/closure of others. It has led to neighborhood "flight" by wealthier or simply more actively involved parents. Lastly, BC is allowing fee paying programs in public schools. In addition to special sport academies, Bill 36 will allows schools to charge for an International Baccalaureate program (an enriched academic program). The notion that all students will be better off if they can choose their school is predicated on the idea that competition will weed out poor performing schools or simply improve the quality of schools overall. However, this is not what happens. Competition, fees and choice result in some students going to schools that are enhanced through special programs, better funded through fees or simply better performing due to the socio-economic status of the student body. The other children remain at their neighborhood schools with declining enrollment. School choice might improve things for one particular child, but the results are disastrous for all children. Private choice leads to stratification along socio-economic lines. In the end, it denies the promise to children and society that a public system will "level the playing field" and provide equal opportunity for every child. A public system is not just about public funding. It is about fair and equal opportunity. This is why school choice - a market based approach - in whatever form, is anti-public. We should want not just a few good schools to choose, but rather that every school is good. Diane Ravitch concludes: All in all, the Jindal legislation is the most far-reaching attempt in the nation to de-fund, dismantle, and obliterate public education. Paul Pastorek, the former Louisiana state superintendent, calls this a "marketplace" approach, which is right. With no new funding, everyone gets to dip into the funds allocated for public schools and carve out a piece for themselves, for vouchers, charters, home-schoolers, and for-profit online providers. Is there any evidence that any of these changes will improve education? No, none whatsoever. Does the Jindal law follow the lead of any of the high-performing nations? No. But that's what "reform" means today. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 2:41 PM 2 comments: Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest Friday, May 18, 2012 Specialist teachers speak out about Bill 22 Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 11:23 AM No comments: Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest Wednesday, May 9, 2012 BC's adult education program victim of "choice" The BC government has announced that it will no longer fund many of the adult education courses that were previously available at no cost, unless they are taken online. Among those courses on the chopping block are Grade 12 courses in physics, calculus, financial accounting, law, social justice, comparative civilizations, marketing, tourism and geography. (See the Vancouver Sun article here: http://www.vancouversun.com/technology/adult+education+with+funding+cuts/6589057/story.html) Under the guise of "choice" and "flexibility", this government is in fact reducing choice for the purposes of cost cutting. They do not want to fund classrooms and teachers to provide adult education, but they are willing to pay the much smaller cost of an online course, despite the evidence that for many learners, this is not effective. Adult education programs provide excellent opportunities for adult learners to complete or improve their secondary level coursework. Often this enables further post-secondary educational opportunities. It is one of the pathways to improved education, employment and a higher standard of living. Creating a cost for these programs creates a barrier for those needing the upgrade and will result in fewer adults making this decision. This decision is short sighted and irrational. It is no surprise, however. And it is completely in line with what this government really means by "choice" and "flexibility". The choice for Boards of Education to eliminate programs. The choice to offer programs through an online format only. The flexibility to do it the cheap way, not the best way. With the changes in Bills 22 and 36, expect more decisions like these. These two pieces of legislation enable the Ministry to change funding models and instruction time guarantees so that Boards can make more "choices" to deliver educational programs in the cheapest way possible. As usual, choice and flexibility are all about money and never about the students. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 8:26 AM 3 comments: Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest Saturday, May 5, 2012 Teacher morale and the role of Principals This week, the Principals and Vice Principals Association put out a memo commenting on the mood in schools.  They are worried that another year of dispute will irreparably harm relationships. They are right. But they also need to take a look at their own role in the dispute and talk about solutions, not just the problems. I also commented on the mood in schools this week. I wrote to our school Board, who refused to take a position opposed to Bill 22. My closing comment was that Victoria teachers had never felt more demoralized and less respected. In my 12 years in the BC school system, I believe this is true. The Principals and Vice Principals are upset that schools are not currently places of collaboration and spirit. But they fail to acknowledge their own part in this mess. In fact the Principals have consistently argued for many of the concessions and controls that have been contained in the variety of Bills passed over the last decade. They lobbied for the removal of class size limits. They lobbied for more control over hiring and firing. They lobbied for more control over teacher professional development. In many ways, although they are not the bargaining agent, the concessions sought by government will give Principals greatly expanded powers. Power to fire a teacher they don't deem "suitable" (whatever that happens to mean). Power to move teachers to another school for no reason. Power to dictate what teachers will do to develop professionally, regardless of the teacher's own interests or needs. So is it any surprise that teachers are refusing to cooperate following the legislated interference in bargaining to attempt to impose these new rules? Does any Principal out there really believe that forcing teachers into submission to give Principals most of the power in schools is the way to build collaborative teaching communities? Principals have shown a remarkable lack of leadership. I was in a meeting with one the other day who tried to convince me that he really did care about class size and wished he could plan classes of 20. When I asked him why he wouldn't speak out publicly, he simply stated "I can't". When I responded that he could, but he chose not to, there was simply stone cold silence. The same sort of silence now taking place in staff meetings across BC. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 3:21 PM 4 comments: Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest Newer Posts Older Posts Home Subscribe to: Posts (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts All Comments Atom All Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ▼  May (6) Cowichan Trustees take courageous stand Excerpt from Our Times article Education reform and the folly of school choice Specialist teachers speak out about Bill 22 BC's adult education program victim of "choice" Teacher morale and the role of Principals ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=23830&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 1, September 2011   Shortfalls in seven Lower Mainland school districts  By Noel Herron   Vancouver is just one of seven Lower Mainland school districts that experienced sharp and ongoing budget crunches this year. The following seven districts ranked by enrolment, including Vancouver, all faced substantial shortfalls. Surrey Shortfall: $12.3 million on estimated $555 million budget Impact: Drawing on snow removal funds to bridge funding gap this year; cutting board staff; extending spring break from one to two weeks; dropping of daytime elementary school custodians; 25% cut in elementary school counsellors; loss of estimated 43 FTE positions this year; over past decade many key programs (ESL and programs for kids with severe learning disabilities) sharply cut or completely eliminated. Vancouver Shortfall: $17.23 million on $500 million Impact: Elimination of the three junior Kindergarten programs for four-year-old inner-city kids (the only ones of their kind in BC); dropping of universal hot-lunch program in five city schools; potential school closures of 12 elementary schools; layoff of almost all board consultants, secretarial positions (board and school-based); layoff of entire school board painting department; shrinking of original six city-wide board administrative areas to two areas; increase in fees to daycare and before- and after-school groups; loss of estimated 97.3 FTE positions; all aspects of K–12 instructional programs adversely affected. Coquitlam Shortfall: $4.1 million on $258 million budget Impact: Drawing on benefit-plan contingency fund; extending spring break from one to two weeks; cutting back on school maintenance such as grass cutting and painting; loss of 15.9 FTE positions (mostly specialists positions). Burnaby Shortfall: $5.2 million on a $200 million budget Impact: Reducing supply and service spending; increasing average class size from 25.4 to 25.8 students; cutting staff (number not finalized). Richmond Shortfall: $5.9 million on an $18 million budget Impact: Cutting early morning custodial staff, learning resource teachers and educational assistants; loss of estimated 60 FTE positions, which will impact on programs at all levels; five years ago this district produced a comprehensive report on the dramatic decline in ESL support and services. New Westminster Shortfall: $630,000 on a $56 million budget Impact: Sharp cuts to programs and staff made in previous years. North Vancouver Shortfall: $6.5 million; on a $137 million budget Impact: Loss of 30 to 50 FTE positions; all aspects of instructional programs affected; impact of school closures an ongoing issue. Conclusion: Peer behind the numbers in the above list and you will see one of this country’s finest public school systems in deep distress. The cumulative impact of volatile funding over nine years is biting and biting deeply, with parents being asked to make up shortfalls in many areas. Only one Lower Mainland school district—West Vancouver—does not have a sizeable shortfall. Since 2001, over 2,000 teachers across the province, particularly in speciality areas— learning assistance, ESL, special needs/special education—have been cut. With this and other cutbacks we see an increase in class size, the loss of valuable education programs, schools that are less clean, more neighbourhood school closures, less classroom supplies and resources and the further short-changing of students through an abbreviated school year with extended spring breaks (Surrey, Vancouver, Coquitlam). Professional development programs and services in almost all districts have been sharply reduced over the past decade. The above list is preliminary for this year but the goal of providing a quality public education system for every child is rapidly diminishing.  Noel Herron is a former Vancouver principal and school trustee.  )
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media last tweet "" @ - 12:00am Follow @ last post "" facebook/ - Jan 1st Like Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/02/rally-to-support-teachers-for-fair-deal.html?showComment=1330363275683,Staffroom Confidential: Rally to support teachers for a fair deal Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Saturday, February 25, 2012 Rally to support teachers for a fair deal On Thursday, Education Minister George Abbott indicated his intention to introduce a "package" of bills next week. It seems that legislating an end to bargaining is only one objective. The package could also include concessions that the government is seeking from the current contract including seniority provisions, job security rights, and due process rights. This is very scary indeed - perhaps a move a la Scott Walker, the Republican governor of Wisconsin who made similar attacks on US teachers. The "package" could also include the government's response to the Supreme Court of BC ruling that the removal of all class size and class composition provisions in 2002 was illegal and unconstitutional. From the Minister's musings, however, it appears he is preparing to worsen our classroom conditions by removing class size averages and removing guidelines that determine how many students with special needs are in each class. Such a "package" of bills is appalling. It is an affront to the right to free collective bargaining, the rights of employees to job security and due process rights, and the rights of children to a quality education in reasonable classroom conditions. Please join teachers around BC who will be holding a "Day of Action" on Monday. If you are in the Victoria region, we are hosting a "Rally to support teachers for a fair deal" at the Legislature, beginning at 3:30pm. Please join the event on Facebook and share with your friends: http://www.facebook.com/events/336409143069047/ Thank you! Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 3:24 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 1 comment: AnonymousFebruary 27, 2012 at 9:21 AM What I want to see in "The Package": - neutral party (Auditor General?) mediation to an agreed costing formula - neutral party (Vince Ready?) mediation to an agreed split on local/provincial issues - a wide ranging and comprehensive early retirement incentive that would be voluntarily taken by at least 10% of current teachers to free up money for a well earned wage liftReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ▼  February (11) BC Teachers' Day of Action: It's about priorities.... Rally to support teachers for a fair deal On a legislated contract and parents who care - on... Will the BC government agree to mediation to resol... Confusing differentiation with adverse discriminat... Are BC workers getting wage increases? Are Principals friends of public education? Negotiate, don't legislate BC's Learning Improvement Fund - 1 minute per stud... Go east, young teacher Kevin Falcon speaks the Liberal truth - serve the ... ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8698&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, Number 6, May/June 2004 Teachers make the ultimate sacrifice in 1918 by Betty O’Keefe Aplaque commemorating the gallantry of three young Vancouver teachers is again hanging in the hall at Lord Nelson School. When schools were ordered closed in the fall of 1918 during the height of the Spanish flu epidemic in Vancouver, some school teachers volunteered to serve as nursing aids because of the severe shortage of medical staff as thousands fell ill and isolation hospitals overflowed. Three who volunteered and who, sadly, gave their lives helping the sick and dying were Ruth B. Luno, Pearl Alberta Green, and Alice Ross Rines. The plaque states that they were "Teachers, Lord Nelson School, who gave their lives for others." While researching a book about the flu epidemic, which claimed some 4,400 lives in B.C., authors Betty O’Keefe and Ian Macdonald saw an old newspaper clipping stating that the Vancouver School Board had decided to erect the plaque. They inquired of the school if the plaque was still displayed but found that after many renovations over 80 years it had disappeared. Staff member Anna Hayes remembered, however, that there was a brass plate in the basement. It was rediscovered and cleaned up. Principal Nicole Boucher and librarian Janet Lirenman were delighted to learn the reason for the memorial. Vancouver School Board had erected it in December 1918 but did not include specific wording about the pandemic flu. A picture of the plaque and the teachers is included in the new book, Dr. Fred and the Spanish Lady, published by Heritage House and available in Vancouver book stores late in May. It tells the story of the tremendous suffering during the flu epidemic, the sacrifices of many volunteers, and the key role of Dr. Fred Underhill, Vancouver’s first full-time medical health officer, who was appointed 100 years ago in 1904 and marshalled the forces to fight the disease. Betty O’Keefe has co-authored the book, Dr. Fred and the Spanish Lady: Fighting the killer flu.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=16494,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2008 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 1, September 2008  BCTF Advantage continues to grow By Laurence Greeff In 1938, the Vancouver Teachers' Federation joined with Cunningham Drugstore to provide lower cost prescriptions for teachers. The VTF encouraged teachers to join the union to get the advantage of lower prescription prices. Mike Lombardi, former BCTF staff person and teacher activist initiated a drive to set up an affinity program for teachers across the province in the early 1980s. The idea stalled until four years ago when the Executive Committee of the day instructed the BCTF Finance Committee to renew the proposal. Thus, began the building of an affinity plan for members. In the last 12 months, the fruits of those labours have been rolled out in the form of the BCTF Advantage Program. The EC appointed a subcommittee to work on building a program that would use large-group buying power to offer BCTF members a better value for personal and family needs. The first challenge was to make sure there was an administrative operation that would customize the affinity plan to teachers, and yet didn't require BCTF to build a huge staff infrastructure to run the operation. The BCTF partnered with BCAA Group Services to set up the infrastructure to develop a distinctive BCTF look and feel. It was felt that it would take three years from initial start up to reach full operational potential. What is our advantage? From the perspective of the BCTF Advantage subcommittee, it could be lower cost, convenience, no-surprise pricing on travel, buying from companies that fit our strict ethical guidelines, acknowledging the work of teachers, and understanding our lifestyle and the stress of the job. Toshiba was the first company to meet the ethical guidelines and they introduced their product line of laptop computers at an average 22% discount. It is their intent to offer a greater product line as BCTF Advantage develops over the next two years. IAP Life has had a 25-year relationship with the BCTF and they embraced the BCTF Advantage program offering Life and Critical Illness insurance designed and priced for teachers. They will add mortgage insurance and no-medical life insurance in the fall to their lineup of products. BCAA offered a group discount on home insurance with free coverage and the option to customize your policy further with the exclusive "Teacher Toolbox" coverage package. BCAA also introduced a more competitive Travel Medical Insurance than the previous supplier. And it has proven to be very well received by teachers and their families. Through the BCTF Advantage program, BCAA membership is group priced for BCTF members and their families, including a $5 annual non-driving membership(s) so that BCTF Advantage members can avail themselves of other benefits through BCAA. Our pride and joy has been to initiate the BCTF Advantage e-store. We are very conscious of the unique lifestyle of teachers and the need for convenience. The e-store is an opportunity for us to build an array of products that meet our ethical guidelines. The products are wholesale priced and delivery is only $4.99 anywhere in BC. In the initial lead up to the launch of the BCTF Advantage program, BCTF members positively responded to an extensive travel survey. Working with BCAA, the BCTF Advantage program has been building the vacation opportunities to reflect the needs of members. We hope to ensure an ever-expanding selection of special offers on holidays especially when teachers can travel, but we also want to design the vacation strategy so that our retired colleagues can take advantage of value travel opportunities. We also see a real advantage for group travel based on the interests of members. It could be for reunions, family weddings, gardening club tours, international sporting events, and other gatherings that you in your collective wisdom may see fit to do. BCTF Advantage is a voluntary program available to members. Check it out on the BCTF website: bctf.ca  Laurence Greeff is a Langley teacher, BCTF Advantage subcommittee member, and member of the BCTF's Finance Committee. Essay CONTEST! What did you do this summer? The Advantage program travel web page is looking for your stories about summer travel. Where did you go? What did you see? Anything cool you want to share with other teachers? Submit your 300 to 500 word essay by September 30 and you can win a gift valued at $100 if it is published. Winners will be selected October 10th, 2008. Submit via email to bctfadvantage@bcaa.com  Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/IssuesInEducation.aspx?id=5730,BCTF > The misuse of FSA results  	BCTF > Issues in Education  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Issues in Education > Foundation Skills Assessment The Misuse of FSA Results The misuse of FSA results that teachers worried about when the tests were introduced has come to pass and steadily escalated. The three main misuses of FSA results we are seeing in BC are: ranking schools inaccurate reporting of results inaccurate reporting of improvements Ranking schools Comparisons are not inherently bad. Numbers by themselves do not mean anything; you have to compare them to something in order to decide what is good enough. But comparing schools with other schools, as the media and the Fraser Institute have done, do not help and causes considerable harm. Such rankings tend to further disadvantage already disadvantaged communities. Most people could make a fairly accurate ranking of schools in their district without even looking at the data. The data they would effectively be using would be socio-economic data. Inaccurate reporting of results There is an ethical standard in journalism that requires that the media report confidence intervals in poll results. For example, these poll results are considered accurate plus or minus 2%, 19 times out of 20. Typically, the FSA results have much broader confidence intervals than opinion polls; that is, FSA results are typically less reliable than poll results. A school with 30 students per grade will have FSA results that are considered reliable plus or minus 8%, nine times out of 10. The media would not publish poll results with that level of reliability. However, the media not only report FSA results with that level of reliability, they also do not report the confidence intervals for FSA results the way they do for poll results. Elementary schools with 30 or fewer students per grade, about half the elementary schools in the province, will never have reliable FSA results. While student performance in their schools may be improving, they will never know that from their FSA results. Despite this, district and school administrators usually do not report the confidence intervals for FSA results. Teachers, parents, and the general public are unlikley to see the confidence intervals for their results unless they look up the ministry reports at: www.bced.gov.bc.ca/reporting/achieve/fsa-bas.php Inaccurate reporting of improvements The ministry expects schools and districts to use FSA results data as a primary source of information about student achievement in School Planning Council (SPC) school plans and district accountability contracts. Districts are encouraged to set numeric targets for increases even though the ministry does not set numeric targets in its Service Plan. The ministry encourages schools and districts to make comparisons over time, instead of comparing themselves to other schools and districts; that is, to check whether the percentage of their students meeting or exceeding expectations increase over time. Many districts and schools are claiming improvements that are not supported by the data. The reasons for this are complex. For one thing, there is pressure to find improvement, which does not encourage a rigorous analysis of the data. Typically, districts and schools that are reporting improvements that cannot be supported by the data are ignoring statistical significance and/or ignoring participation rates. The Federation advised the ministry that a few simple guidelines would help, e.g., Anywhere a school or district reports results from FSA, they should indicate the confidence interval and the participation rate. Anywhere a school or district reports an improvement in FSA results, they should indicate whether the increase is statistically significant, whether the participation rate held steady or rose, and whether there is other data to support the conclusion that student achievement has actually improved. Anywhere a school or district reports an improvement in provincial exam results, they should also indicate any change in participation rate. This advice was ignored. In fact, ministry reports have been changed in ways that make it more difficult to know whether seeming changes are statistically significant. In most cases, a drop in participation rates results in an increase in scores because if the school decides to excuse additional students from FSA, they are unlikely to decide to excuse the high achievers. Districts and schools cannot legitimately report an improvement in student performance on FSA unless the increase is statistically significant and the participation rate has held steady or increased. Even if the school or district has a real increase in FSA results, does it represent a real increase in learning? Are the students simply better at FSA because they have been practicing FSA-type assessment like school-wide impromptu writes? Is this simply an academically strong cohort group of students? Do you already know that next year’s Grade 4’s will not be as strong? If it is colder out today than yesterday, does that mean that spring is not on its way or that global warming it not happening? An increase or decrease over last year might have nothing to do with the five-year trend. Also, is the FSA data consistent with other data you have about student learning? It is never a good idea to draw conclusions or make decisions from a single data source. May 15, 2006   About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11120,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2002 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 14, Number 5, March 2002 Messages of support for B.C. teachers Teachers around the world are outraged at the Liberal government’s treatment of collective agreements and workers’ rights. Below are excerpts from some of the messages of support: Ontario Ontario English Catholic Teachers’ Association: "Last week was indeed a black one for teachers who have consistently shown their willingness to compromise on all contract issues, except those that touch on the welfare of students. OECTA members share your disgust at this misuse of legislative power. We are with you in spirit as you protest these arbitrary actions. We are with you as you hold the line. Let us know what we can do to help." – Cathy McVean, president Alberta "Please convey to your executive, staff, and members the unqualified support of Alberta’s 32,000 teachers. We understand that your efforts to protect your working conditions are also efforts to enhance the conditions in which students learn. In a short while, thousands of Alberta teachers will be called upon to emulate the courage and resolve that your members are demonstrating today. As teachers, we know that strength in the face of an arbitrary and arrogant government derives from solidarity, and that the bonds of solidarity in our profession reach across two provinces." – Alberta Teachers’ Association CTF "The 240,000 teachers of Canada raise their voices in support of the British Columbia Teachers’ Federation members in their struggle to secure a fair collective agreement," says Doug Willard, president of the Canadian Teachers’ Federation. CTF also placed full-page ads in major B.C. newspapers that urge the government of British Columbia to renounce legislation and return to the bargaining table. "Collective bargaining is a problem-solving process. Stay with it! Contracts by government decrees have no place in a democratic society." – CTF President Doug Willard also attended BCTF rallies in Vancouver and Victoria Support from the World Education Forum Porto Allegre, Brazil February 2, 2002 "Be it resolved that the delegates attending the World Education Forum in Porto Allegre, Brazil go on record in support of the teachers of British Columbia, Canada, in their fight for full and free collective bargaining rights; "Be it also resolved that delegates present call on the government of Gordon Campbell to stop its attacks on the rights of teachers and other workers; "Further be it resolved that the delegates present make every effort upon returning to their home countries to send letters of support to the British Columbia Teachers’ Federation and letters condemning the actions of the government of B.C." More than 50,000 social activists attended the World Social Forum, including more than 1,000 delegates at the Education Forum, who unanimously adopted the preceding resolution. Jan Eastman, a BCTF staff member and former president of the Canadian Teachers’ Federation, said in a telephone interview from Porto Allegre that it was heartening to hear the many expressions of solidarity with B.C. teachers. "It’s truly amazing. This city is so friendly," she said. "More than 50,000 people marched through the streets and you barely saw any police presence at all. You felt totally safe. It was nothing like Quebec City, or even Vancouver during APEC." – Nancy Knickerbocker Mexican teachers write to Campbell We have been informed and we are appalled by your decision to call today for a special session of the legislature for the approval of conditions on teachers that have not been accepted in the negotiating table by the thousands of teachers belonging to the British Columbia Teachers’ Federation. Teachers have the right (recognized in many countries) to participate directly and decisively in the decisions and matters pertaining to their work. As professionals who know first hand the conditions in which children and youngsters can learn and live better, [we know] this labour right is a safeguard against decisions that are not educationally sound. When political, financial, or administrative reasons hinder the right of students to a better public education, it is the teachers’ professional duty to defend them. To impose by the force of the law what your own teachers will not accept [at] the table means not only an aggressive disregard for the professional advice of people whose lives have been devoted to teaching, but also a noticeable step back from the civilized democratic and labour traditions by which Canada is well know around the world. As representatives of national teachers and university faculty unions belonging to the Trinational Coalition in Defence of Public Education, Mexican Section, we respectfully ask you to withdraw your legal initiative and to do whatever is in your hands to bring about a quick solution to this conflict favourable to the best interest of students and teachers. Meanwhile we declare ourselves in full solidarity with teachers of the British Columbia Teachers’ Federation, and very soon, on an agreed date, we will be also showing our support at the Canadian Embassy in the City of Mexico. David Villarruel, Sindicato de la Universidad A. Metropolitana (UAM) Maria Eugenia López, Sección IX, Sindicato Nacional (SNTE) Juan Carlos Serra, Sindicato Universidad de Chapingo (STAUACH) Pedro Hernández, Sindicato Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México (UNAM). Maria de la Luz Arriaga, Coalicion Trinacional en Defensa de la Educacion Publica Hugo Aboites, Professor. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=25032,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 4, January/February 2012   2002–2012: Another decade of struggle for BC teachers Looking back to the winter of 2002, former BCTF President David Chudnovsky remembers a powerful sense of inevitability. Then-premier Gordon Campbell was determined to slash public spending to pay for his 25% tax cut and there was absolutely nothing anyone could do to stop him. The government targeted unions across the public sector. In education they went after teachers’ hard-won collective agreement language on class size and services for students with special needs; important provisions to protect teaching and learning conditions, but costly ones. The Liberals clearly underestimated just how important those provisions were to teachers. Chudnovsky recalled: “I got a phone call a couple of days before they introduced Bills 27 and 28 from a government official asking me if we would voluntarily accede to removing those provisions and agree that negotiating improvements in learning conditions for students be made illegal. In return, he would ‘see’ if he could get a tiny salary increase for teachers.” On January 26, 2002, then-Education Minister Christy Clark rose in the Legislature and tabled two bills that would have enormous consequences for teachers and students throughout the province. Bill 27, the Education Services Collective Agreement Act, imposed a new contract and Bill 28, the Public Education Flexibility and Choice Act, stripped class size and composition from the old contract. Clark added insult to injury when she stated that she was “delighted” to speak in favour of Bill 28, which she claimed was “about putting students first on the agenda.” Over a single weekend, the Liberals wiped out decades of advocacy and sacrifice by thousands of teachers across BC and launched a decade of cutbacks, school closures, and untold damage to teaching and learning conditions. The BCTF and its members immediately responded with outrage and action. “I remember how proud we all felt on January 28, 2002, when tens of thousands of BCTF members, parents, and students rallied across the province—almost 15,000 of us at the Coliseum in Vancouver—to oppose Bills 27 and 28 and to support improved education services for kids,” Chudnovsky said. “After 2002, it didn’t stop. There was the mobilization of the political protest of 2005, the so-called illegal strike. What was that about? That was also about teachers attempting to advocate for children so that their learning conditions would improve. “So how would I assess the significance of 2002? It was a moment—an unfortunate moment—in a very, very fortunate history of British Columbia teachers taking upon themselves the responsibility to advocate for kids to make sure their learning conditions improve. That hasn’t stopped and it’s not going to stop.” Bills 27 and 28 enabled the government to cut at least $275 million per year from the education budget. But cost-cutting wasn’t the only reason the Campbell government went after teachers’ collective agreements, Chudnovsky says. One was simply the raw assertion of power by a government with an overwhelming majority, fuelled by the Liberals’ disdain for the labour movement and their extreme discomfort with the unrepentant and outspoken advocacy of BC teachers. “It has to do with the government’s notion of how public policy is administered. Governments think they know best and that it’s for them to decide what the conditions of learning will be in schools,” he said. “We as workers believe, rightly in my view, that the people who work in the system have a right and a responsibility to have some input. Not just if the government feels like it, not just consultation, but actual input and the ability to contribute to the decisions that affect the system. And the BCTF to its great credit has for many years used whatever tools available to it, including collective bargaining, to assert that right and responsibility to have a say in how schools work. There is a kind of industrial democracy inherent in strong collective bargaining. Government—the Campbell government—was incredibly uncomfortable with that. I think that is a second reason why they did what they did.” Another very closely related reason lies in the BCTF’s confidence and strength as an advocate for progressive public policy in general, and public education in particular. “BC teachers have always been prepared to stand up for what they believe, no matter what the government of the day thinks. We are going to advocate for teachers, for students and for public education, and we are not going to apologize for that. The government didn’t like that attitude and still doesn’t. So I think that was a piece of the story as well,” Chudnovsky said. What’s the message for younger BCTF members who have never worked under those collective agreements? “I would want to say to those teachers that we old-timers know and understand that their commitment to kids and to the learning conditions of the kids they teach is no less than ours was. But we were fortunate in that we had a tool available to us in the course of that struggle to improve things—that tool was the collective agreement. “Sometimes we idealize collective bargaining rights. And we convince ourselves that all we need is the right to bargain and everything will be okay. Wrong! It’s an improvement in democracy, right? Collective bargaining is the right of people who work in an enterprise to have some say about that enterprise. But it’s really just a tool, it’s not a guarantee. “I would want to say to younger teachers who didn’t experience that, it was a long way from perfect. But it had integrity, a responsibility, accountability, and a democracy to it that was tremendous for teachers. But most importantly, it was tremendous for kids.” The BCTF mounted a challenge to Bills 27 and 28 and, in April 2011, Madam Justice Susan Griffin of the BC Supreme Court found the legislation to be unconstitutional and invalid because it violated teachers’ Charter rights to full and free collective bargaining. The government was given one year to rectify the situation. Education Minister George Abbott has said that “corrective legislation” will be tabled in the spring session of the Legislature. In light of the Supreme Court ruling, how should we think about this 10-year anniversary? “I think this is another moment where we look back on the past but also look to the future. We look back on a past that we should be very proud of. We have never stepped back from our advocacy for children and their classroom conditions,” Chudnovsky said. “What tactics, what strategies, what tools will we have available to us in the coming months and years to continue to do that? Teachers have said through the Federation that we want, once again, to be able to use the tool of collective bargaining. That’s certainly worth continuing to fight for. It’s fundamental. “At the end of the day I am completely confident because I know teachers teach in classrooms where the conditions that kids have to learn in have been undercut for 10 years now. And they see that. And they’re teachers! They are there for a reason: because they care about kids. And so I am completely confident. “What will this anniversary mean? Another step on the road to what we all care about and believe in and are committed to, which is to improve the conditions under which children learn.”    – David Denyer and Nancy Knickerbocker, BCTF Communications and Campaigns Division   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141007,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/issues/research.aspx?id=5808,BCTF > School C and D: Approaches to inclusion and ESL at 2 Coquitlam middle schools  	Untitled Page  For Teachers For Parents For Media Home E-mail Lists Links A to Z Index Contact Us Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources Home > Issues in Education > Inclusive Education > Research Project “School C” and “School D”: A Case Study of approaches to inclusion and ESL at two Coquitlam middle schools by Nadine Tambellini April 2003 Background Personnel interviewed This case study is based on interviews with the Student Support team leaders at both School C and School D, two middle schools in Coquitlam, B.C. School C Student Services Team Leader The Student Services Team Leader at School C has been teaching for 14 years in Coquitlam, and lives in the Coquitlam area. She began her teaching career as a Primary core teacher at an elementary school working with Grade 2/3 and Grade 3 classes, and did some Music relief for Grades K to 4. She then moved on to teaching at another elementary school, teaching intermediate core class for two years as the middle school movement was beginning. She taught at School D, one of Coquitlam’s first middle schools, in its third year of operation as the Student Services team leader, Grade 8 Student Services teacher, and Counselor. After three years she moved to School C in its second year of operation, as the Student Services team leader. She has been here since, moving from Grade 6/7 Student Services teacher (two years) to Grade 8 Student Services teacher (two years). The School C Student Services team leader has a behaviour specialty; the school’s core teaching staff and Student Services teachers seek out her advice as required. The Student Services team leader position, for which she nets approximately $250 per month, includes such responsibilities as: preparing and keeping minutes of the monthly Special Education Assistants Meeting preparing and keeping minutes of the weekly Student Services Case Management Meeting assisting with the articulation and the transitioning of students to School C, within School C, and to high school. co-ordinating district services running Problem Solving meetings within the school for parents of the needier students. The team leader’s actual teaching job includes providing pull-out adapted and modified programs for Math and Science for two Grade 8 teams (20 blocks per week), providing “extra” language support to ESL students (5 blocks per week), providing Learning Strategies Centre support (Learning Disabilities [LD] skill development), a new program she developed at School C, and providing extra support during non-French time. Her volunteer activities include running the school store, which employs many students with exceptionalities (most nutrition breaks and lunch hours), running her team’s peer tutoring program, acting as the Parent Advisory Council (PAC) teacher rep and as the School Planning Council (SPC) rep, co-ordinating the Coquitlam Middle School Student Services team leaders’ meetings, and running the Advanced Math Program. She generally works nearly 12 hours per day, from 7:30 a.m. to 6:00 or 7:00 p.m., with a late working night until 9:00 p.m. once a week. As well, she comes in for 6 to 8 hours on weekends. School D Student Services Team Leader The Student Services Team Leader at School D has been teaching for six years, beginning as a Student Services teacher at the Grade 8 level for a year, and then moving into a Grade 8 classroom for a year. Over the next four years, she moved from being a 6/7 core team leader and 6/7 Student Services teacher to the school Counselor and Student Services team leader. Her entire teaching career has been at School D. School D’s Student Services team leader has specialty areas in behaviour and counseling. Her team leader responsibilities include: running informal and ongoing SEA meetings preparing and keeping minutes of the weekly School-based Team Meeting co-ordinating the articulation and transitioning of students co-ordinating district services running Problem-Solving meetings for teams with parents and needy students. Her job involves running a section of the Reading Stars Program (a reading intervention program), acting as the school Counselor, and teaching a block of PE and a block of either Art or Drama. Her volunteer activities include supervising the Rocket Club; running the Mountain Biking Club; running the school’s peer counseling program; and participating in the school-based Effective Behaviour Support (EBS) and Advisory committees. The schools, and student demographics (September 2002) School C School C was built five years ago; it was designed with integration in mind, and meets all the requirements for students with physical disabilities such as wheelchair accessibility. It has two Learning Centres on each floor, located near the two teams which utilize them. However, the Learning Centres are of two different sizes and both need to be larger to accommodate the numbers of students that are now seen. Also, this school’s classrooms seem to be smaller than those in other, older middle schools, and really could be larger, to support the 30 students that generally use them each day. The school is three storeys high and was the last “new” middle school built in Coquitlam. The school is located on the Westwood Plateau, a very privileged section of Coquitlam. Most families here are self-employed and upper-middle-class or higher. Sixty percent of the population is Asian, with the majority being Chinese and Korean. Iranians are another of the fastest-growing cultural groups at the school. Total student headcount, September 2002: 690   ESL students 118 17%   International students 12 2%   Ministry-designated Special Ed 42 6% Grey-area* Special Ed 33 5% in Learning Centre 45 6.5% in class   Ministry-designated Gifted 17 2%   Grey-area Gifted 37 5% A TOTAL of 44% of School C students receive Student Services support 42 teaching staff (38.2 FTE) and 2 administrators Student Services support of 5.1 FTE (with full-service model) School D School D was one of the first two middle schools built in Coquitlam School District. It is situated in Port Coquitlam, in a lower-middle-class area. It is nine years old, on one level, and was built with a middle-school philosophy and the full-service model in mind (e.g., there are four classes in a pod/team, and a Student Services room is located within each team area). Staff would like the Student-Services rooms to be bigger, to accommodate students’ needs. The school has just undergone a major renovation to increase the number of its classrooms. The School D student population is mainly comprised of Caucasian students, plus a mix of Korean, Chinese, Persian, and Vietnamese. Total student headcount, September 2002: 699   ESL students 17 2.5%   International students 2 0%   Ministry-designated Special Ed 30 4% Grey-area* Special Ed 100 14% in Learning Centre 37 5% in class   Ministry-designated Gifted 19 2.7%   Grey-area Gifted 21 3% A TOTAL of 32% of School D students receive Student Services support 41 teaching staff (38.0 FTE) and 2 administrators Student Services support of 3.9 FTE * Grey area students are serviced by Student Services staff on in-class IEPs or on pull-out-support IEP programs, but are not officially designated by the Ministry of Education Delivery of Student Services at schools C and D The full-service model School C runs a full-service Student Services model, in which each Student-Services teacher is assigned to a team of four or more classes. The Student Services teacher attached to each team manages all the programming, documentation, and meetings for all the designations of students: ESL, skill development, adapted and modified, behaviour, and challenge students. Each Student Services teacher brings a specialty area to the Student Services team. For instance, one is a behaviour specialist, another an ESL specialist, and so on. Each Student Services teacher can seek out the support of the others in their fields of expertise as required. Students’ programs are currently set up to meet each individual’s learning needs. If a student needs support in a Learning Centre, it is available to them, or if they are able to work in the classroom environment with the collaboration of the Student Services teacher and the classroom teacher, then the support is given to make this happen. There is a team approach and a sense of team ownership when supporting students with ministry designations and “grey area” students — teachers work with the input of the parent and the student to best determine their learning needs and how to meet them. School D also works on the principles of the full-service model, with the same components, but here two Student Services personnel are each responsible for two teams. Student Services staff provide the ESL and Gifted programs on a school-wide basis, to get the most effective use of their time. School D also runs a Reading Stars program to support low readers: four students at a time are pulled out of class for an hour a day of intensive reading skill development. Student Services team teachers provide in-services on exceptionalities and programming for the staff, hold a team meeting each week, provide materials for in-class adapted programs, design programs for all modified students, maintain and manage all behaviour support plans, attend a Student Services meeting and a Case Management meeting each week on behalf of their respective teams, run most parent meetings within their respective teams (120 or more students), and act as the liaison for communicating programming needs and IEPs to persons involved, such as SEAs and other teachers. Both school’s Student Services models were set up by the same department head (now the team leader at School C). For “grey area” students — students who have additional needs but who are not ministry-designated — schools C and D continue to provide service on an as-needed basis. Staff at both schools have always provided service to students in the grey area: these students are on IEPs, whether in pull-out in the Learning Centre, or in classroom-based programs. The Student Services teachers are involved writing the IEP, monitoring progress with the teacher, and providing support materials. At this time, each student’s placement is determined based on his or her level of need, i.e., whether they need time in the Learning Centre or assistance in the classroom. However, Student Services pull-out classes are continuing to get larger, with 10–12 students being the average class size. Use of Special Education Assistants The Special Education Assistants (SEAs) are considered a valuable resource at both schools. This year School C has five SEAs: three who work 30 hours per week, and one each at 20 and 15 hours per week, for a total of 125 hours per week. This is up from three last year (60 hours of support per week), and just one the year before. This year a total of 11 students receive direct SEA support at School C. School D has two SEAs this year, one with a 30-hour-per-week position, and the other at 15 hours per week. They work with two students. The SEAs work with students who are designated by the ministry as requiring such supports. In many cases, the district has gone beyond what the ministry has “given” and provided more hours to support these students’ needs appropriately and comfortably. Students with SEA needs are often paired and assigned to the same classroom so they can share SEA hours; for example, two students with 10 hours each, combined together in a class, have 20 hours of SEA help per week and all of their academic time is covered. All the SEAs share the students to combine expertise, which minimizes burn-out for both the students and the SEAs, and gets more “bang for the buck” from the SEA time allotted by the district. At School C it is already known that the number of students requiring SEA support will increase in the upcoming year. As mentioned above, the district has always spent much more than the ministry provided in funds targeted for special education, and the concern is that given the actual hours assigned to these students, will schools C and D be able to continue to provide the quality inclusionary programs the SEA-support students currently have? An ongoing concern has been the lack of substitute SEAs — SEAs who can step in when another SEA is ill. On more than seven occasions this past year, when an SEA has called in sick there has not been a replacement, and the timetable for the students with special needs has had to be adjusted so that some students are doubled- or even tripled-up, and in some cases, for safety reasons, programs have had to be cancelled. Support from district staff A variety of district support staff visit schools C and D on a regular and/or continuing basis. The hearing itinerant and the vision itinerant visit regularly to support the needs of a designated student, but they lend their expertise for other students within the school as well. The speech and language pathologist and psychologist come as requested for testing and consultations. The Student Services zone co-ordinator acts as a learning resource on documentation needs, and in other areas as requested. Classroom supports Adaptations and modifications For students experiencing some difficulties where assessment dictates further intervention, staff at schools C and D use as much adaptation as needed to meet a child’s learning needs while still following the required grade-level learning outcomes. Most adaptation consists of reducing quantity and extending timelines. Even if the child is in the Learning Centre for adaptations, the same themes and subjects are taught as in the classroom, but “skills’ are added that support each child’s learning. For students working three or more grade levels below their age group, assessment and needs may dictate a modified program. In this case, schools C and D use resources such as Step by Step Math, English Smart, and Lingui System school-bought resources, and many teacher-bought resources. Student Services staff at schools C and D are currently developing resources to support Learning-Centre-based students and students in classroom-based adapted or ESL programs. Staff have over the past year bought numerous adapted novel sets with teacher manuals, and in some cases books on tape. Many adapted and ESL units have been bought to support the Social Studies and Science curriculums for the middle-school level. School C now has the “Soar to Success” reading program for the middle grades, which reaches students at a variety of learning levels. Both schools are considering more computer-driven learning programs to assess needs and provide some learning supports. Using technology Schools C and D are very technology-based schools — much communication is handled by e-mail, as there is an expectation that teachers check in on it at the start and end of each day. All templates for documentation, and school service lists, are in a shared folder for all Student Services team members to access. All IEPs and student support plans can be accessed in a teacher desktop folder so staff can review the plans as needed. School C posts homework on each teacher’s web site to support student needs, and parents can e-mail teachers for prompt responses. Other technology resources to support students include the accelerated reading program and the learning equation. Staff in-service and professional development Teachers at schools C and D use a variety of effective instructional strategies to meet the learning needs within their classrooms. At School C, all teaching staff have been in-serviced by other staff, district staff, and/or consultants. As part of addressing School C’s literacy goals, Faye Brownlie (a well-known educational consultant) meets regularly with staff on literacy strategies and assessment practices, and will continue to do so next year. Many Student Services team members use the Knowledge Frameworks, Dawne Reithaug adapted templates, and Organizing Thinking Frameworks. They also use an “Adapted Strategies” sheet that was developed for staff use by the Student Services team. The Reading 44 program developed by the North Vancouver School District is used school-wide at School D. School C’s professional development focus is to work on the school goals of social responsibility and literacy. Some of this information is offered at staff meetings. They also have in-services on Student Services and computer technology at their admin “paid-for” luncheons. Workshop topics have included adapting in the class, dealing with behaviour, supporting Gifted needs, etc. The district offers beginning teachers and Student Services teachers district-in-services on topics to support their job needs. Student Services team leaders also provide workshops to their team members on needs topics; at School C these have included different testing methods, Learning Strategies Centre (a new program being piloted at School C to meet the needs of LD learners), report-card writing, IEP documentation, and more. School D offers the same supports to their teaching staff. Articulation and transition School C and D’s Student Services teams continue to spend a great deal of time in the transitioning and articulation of students’ needs from elementary school to middle school. This task includes designing the forms and timelines to acquire necessary information in the most effective way. The work is very time-consuming, and most of the actual sorting of the resources is done outside school hours. Students Services team staff begin the articulation process for their feeder schools in January, with the reviewing of their forms. In February, they send out timelines to the elementary schools and start chatting with the Student Services specialists there about the students with special needs who will be coming to them. By March and April, the Counselors and Student Services Team Leaders visit the feeder schools and articulate the students with special needs, and have some of the students begin visits to ease the transition. As well, they usually sit in on relevant IEP review meetings to better facilitate the move to the middle-school level. In May, the entire Student Services team goes to the feeder school to articulate the rest of the students, reviewing the transition forms to prepare for team and class building. At the same time, the core teachers fill out the same forms for team and class building and more forms for the movement of Grade 8s to high schools. Student Services team members at each school create templates of students to keep together and to keep apart from one another, for building core and explorations classes. They prepare a medical binder, and profiles of the 20 most needy students are drawn up to share with staff. The Student Services team spends approximately 20 to 24 hours in the articulation process, and their team leader spends this time plus an extra 80 hours with IEP reviews and related work. Parent involvement Regular communications between staff and parents in addition to open houses, parent interviews, report cards, and student-led conferences, is encouraged at both schools. Teachers call parents to inform them of their children’s successes and needs in a pro-active manner. Communications with parents in the form of meetings and phone calls are documented by the teachers. All documentation of IEP review meetings, team/student meetings, Case Management and Student Services meetings, mediations, problem-solving meetings, behaviour forms, and so on, are kept by Student Services teachers at both schools in binders in the appropriate team’s Student Services room for future reference. Parents are provided with copies of their child’s IEP, as well as notes from review meetings and problem-solving meetings. Throughout the year, parents are sent information on district meetings, and resources are sent home to help them support their child’s learning needs. The school counselors and administrators have produced a wonderful “welcome to” booklet for parents. Both School C and D have very supportive parents. At School C, each class has a parent rep, and parents are in the school each week for various volunteer activities, such as shopping for Home Arts and the school store, as well as cupcake sales and other fundraisers. A few parents volunteer within classrooms each week helping with crafts, etc. At School D, however, volunteerism is not as visible this year — one parent does odd jobs, and others will come in as requested (many of these are the PAC parents). At both schools, parents are positive about the job staff are doing to educate their children. Parents have questioned, in appropriate ways, why there are fewer teacher volunteers, and they have responded by helping out more with coaching, etc. How things are changing A significant issue at schools C and D is the beginning of a change in how students are supported within learning centres and classrooms due to the changes (reductions) in the number of Student Services support personnel in the schools. This change is not based on best practice, but rather on necessity due to budget cutbacks. As staffs, both schools C and D were very vocal in their feelings that it is not the class size that is important so much as the class composition. If too many students requiring supports are placed in each class, students cannot get the quality or quantity of teacher time they need to be successful. Enrolments and student needs School C is seeing a slight decline in their ESL population, with more ESL students entering at levels 3 and 4 than at levels 1 and 2, as was previously the case. Also, now some of their ESL students have Special Education designations. For instance, this year they have three ESL designated students who also have autism, Down’s syndrome, and moderate behaviour needs. In addition, many of their International students, although hardworking, have difficulties without their parents here and are seeking out more counseling supports to deal with emotional stresses. On the other hand, School D has a small number of ESL students of mixed ability levels that is consistent with their past enrolments. However, they are expected to take more International students next year. School C has experienced a huge increase in the area of special needs, especially the number of low-incidence and LD students. To meet student needs, SEA staffing increased from 60 hours of support per week last year, to 125 hours of support per week this year. For the past two years, students from the feeder schools have been needier: many require in-class or pull-out support programs, yet they do not generate ministry funding. School C’s Gifted programs have been maintained, yet the classes overall are much larger. In the past, Gifted students had two 40-minute pull-out blocks per team — this year, it is two 40-minute pull-out blocks for two teams, a 50% reduction. Because of this, some students will have Challenge for only one term, as the classes are too large otherwise. With the increase in numbers of students requiring help both in the class and in the Learning Centre, and the decrease in Student-Services time per team, School C has become very creative in structuring classes. Now it’s more important than ever to have teachers within each team teaching the same subject and theme during the same block, for best use of Student Services pull-out time. Teams also share services (e.g., Gifted and Learning Strategies Centre) to accommodate higher numbers of students to meet individual student needs. This necessitates more meetings, more paperwork, and more consultation, and there are fewer personnel to help with it. The Student Services teams at schools C and D have been pro-active, providing many in-services to their school staffs on in-class adapting for students, dealing with behaviour (ADD/ODD), and enrichment programs. They have also spent a great deal of time developing processes, documentation, and procedures to support all staff in dealing with students with behaviour and special needs. At School D, the number of students needing Student Services did not change this year, but the cutbacks in specialist support time have affected staffing so that, for example, there is now one Student Services teacher for two teams (for a combined total of seven classes). In the past, there would have been one Student Services teacher per team (four classes). This has reduced services to students and has increased the workload of specialist support teachers. Class size and composition School C continues to have classes of Grade 6/7 blends and straight Grade 8s. Grade 8 classes are actually smaller this year — on average 28–29 students — while Grade 6/7 blends are larger, with all blends around 29 or 30 students. The limit previously in the collective agreement of two ministry-designated students per class has been maintained this year, except for two classes with three each to start the year, and at last count the tally had reached four. School policy, as they class-build and as they get new students in during the year, continues to be about balancing the needs of the students within the classes and teams to support the teachers and the learning environments in each classroom. Placements in Explorations classes are also monitored, so that, for example, level 1 and 2 ESL students do not have Tech Ed or Home Arts in their first term, for safety reasons. They also try to place Level 1, 2, and 3 ESL students with another student who speaks their home language, in all their core and explorations classes. At School D, class sizes have not changed much, but the Grade 8 classes are larger. They continue to balance the needs of students within each class throughout the year. They currently also have four classes with three or more ministry-designated students. This paper has described very similar responses and reactions for both schools C and D in dealing with the changes in Student Services inflicted upon them by cutbacks. Their Student Services programs were set up by the same department head (now at School C), and they share the philosophies of the full-service model, a flexible approach to meeting changing needs, and regular collaboration with other middle schools to maintain quality processes and practices, as important principles. However, it must be noted that while School C, on paper, may have more needs in terms of IEPs, School D’s needs are greater in terms of the intensity of the needs supported, especially in the area of behaviour. Staffing levels School C has experienced reductions that have affected all staff, including reduced counseling, reduced library, reduced Student Services, and reduced Explorations. At the same time, there have been small increases in class sizes and increases in documentation requirements. Staff must work harder, with fewer resources to rely on for support. There is a feeling of losing the quality of what can be done for students, because some of the newer teachers do not yet have the expertise to do the jobs that were lost in the cutbacks (such as in Student Services). Teachers are apprehensive about further cuts. As mentioned above, School C lost 0.5 FTE from their Student Services team this year. The team leader stressed that Student Services are spending more time dealing with more students. They are also spending a great deal of time consulting with teachers who are dealing with more “needs” in their classrooms. Most of her paperwork and meetings are done before or after school. She arrives most days at 7:30 a.m. and works until 7:00 p.m., and she usually has one night she works late with students (from 3:00 to 6:00 p.m. on Wednesdays). She also helps students on any mornings/after school times she does not have meetings with team members or parents. She knows her Student Services team at School C is dealing with more students in their learning centres and supporting more IEP-based students/teachers in classroom-based programs, based on their team documentation. She worries about the toll this may take on some teachers. As a team, they do not want the students who need support to go without the quality programs and access to the programs to which they have been accustomed. These changes affected the team leader at School C so that she feels she is working harder to “cover” for jobs on the Student Services team that are now part-time due to cutbacks, in terms of communication of information and participation in increased meetings. She is trying to be proactive in terms of providing in-service in anticipation of cutbacks, by offering workshops to deal effectively with behaviour in the classroom, classroom adaptations, and a mouse-driven report card that saves time and provides consistency. As a Student Services team they are working on streamlining paperwork and compacting timelines to ease the job, because the demands are greater this year, and staffing is reduced. Like School C, School D also lost a portion of its Student Services time this year. Their Student Services team leader stressed that her Student Services teachers are spending a great deal of time consulting with core teachers who are dealing with more “needs” in their classrooms. Most of her paperwork and meetings are done before or after school. Her schedule varies depending on coaching and parent meetings. She also helps students before and after school, if she doesn’t have meetings with team members or parents. Staff at School D share School C’s feelings of uncertainty, need more time to communicate with teachers about the needs of students for Student Services support, and find ways to provide the appropriate delivery of support. They also have to do more with less. At School D, had service levels stayed the same this year as last year, more students would be receiving Student Services support than now are. Many of these students are in the classrooms on programs, but not receiving direct service from specialist support teachers this year. Student Services teachers at schools C and D feel they are working harder than ever to “do the best for kids”, as they have done in the past. While they have a lot of control over how they do their jobs, they are increasingly frustrated by the lack of control they have in some of the choices available for doing what is right for students. Overall, staff are required to do much more paperwork and attend more meetings than before. They are now much more careful in their volunteering choices, as more of their job is decided for them. Direct teaching time by specialist support teachers continues to happen at both Schools C and D, but it has changed. In the past, every core team (of 4 to 5 classrooms in a team) had one full-time Student Services teacher. This Student Services person also did not teach Explorations, but provided beginner ESL/Challenge or some other support need for another team that supported their team schedule. This year, three teams do not have a support-person on at least one day, and some on one-and-a-half days. Other teams have their Student Services teacher supporting two teams. We have a teacher “filling in” some support and providing Challenge programming for the school and some supports for the teams without full-time support. More paperwork Paperwork, including IEPs and documents, is needed to meet accountability requirements. The Student Services team leaders at schools C and D feel the requirements are getting ridiculous. They spend much more time doing paperwork than they used to. Coquitlam School District, which is under-funded by the ministry for Student Services compared to the services actually provided, makes templates or shared timelines, but schools have to implement ministry and district initiatives and make their own processes, procedures, and templates which meet the needs of their particular student population. When allotted preparation time is used up, teachers use their own time to complete all the IEP drafts and updates, written reporting, and articulating information required, as that has always been policy. During peak times, Student Services teachers spend 20 to 30 hours per week of their own time getting this documentation done, including creating IEP and reporting templates, and presenting in-services on how to use them. On average over the year, they spend five hours a week doing this work. A big issue arising from the increasing requirements for paperwork, and testing to support the paperwork, is “When does it get done?” No teacher wants to take away from direct support time for students, but there may be no choice in the next few years. More meetings At both schools C and D, all Student Services teachers attend the weekly Student Services and Case Management meetings (a half-hour for each). Many also have to prepare presentations for these meetings, and do the follow-up recommendations (plans/documentation, etc.). This is the first year that School C has run meetings at times other than at lunch or before school. School D runs their Case Management meetings, called School-Based Planning meetings, in Block 7 once a week. At both schools, the Student Services staff also participate in all meetings regarding the ESL/IEP students on their teams. All IEP students require three meeting per year to set up and review the IEP, and ESL students require at least five meetings per year with parents. This does not include the many meetings with the team teachers and with the students themselves. The Student Services teachers also run the Student Meeting on each of their teams. As team leaders, both teachers in this case study attend and chair most of the high profile students meetings in their respective schools. Ministry-mandated activities School Improvement Plan School C’s School Improvement Plan and school goals of social responsibility and literacy have driven Pro D this year, as mentioned above, since both are so applicable to all staff roles. Staff at large were not as impacted by the development/paperwork of these goals as were the explorations team leader and the administration team, who “developed” the outline and time-lines based on staff input. For these three people, the time, documentation, and accountability were great, and they did the work outside school hours. School Planning Council It made sense for the Student Services team leader at School C to be the teacher rep on the School Planning Council (SPC), as she is also the school’s Parent Advisory Council (PAC) rep. The meetings and training for this ministry-required committee all take place outside school hours. So far, PAC take up two to three hours per month, and the SPC has been the same. These two committees have been effective in maintaining relationships with parents. School C was one of the Coquitlam schools chosen for the Performance Goals Review. District accountability contracts, Foundation Skills Assessment results, and the potential for ministry audits also have an impact on teacher workload at schools C and D – usually increasing it! Decision-making The Student Services team leaders at schools C and D still feel that they continue to have a tremendous amount of control right now in terms of input into their jobs and how their teams operate, even though reduced options for students are a cause of frustration. Their principals seek input from them on many student-based programming decisions. Many times, their administrators leave the decisions on how the team will allocate resources (other than the actual staffing) to them. However, they are extremely concerned that, over the next years, decisions may be made for their schools based on the level of ministry funding, rather than on the student needs assessed. Staff morale Student Services team leaders School C Student Services team leader loves her job — the minute she is in her class “all is well with the world”. She loves working with students and their families, and works hard to establish solid relationships. However, she does not love the many changes that happen to her job each year — more paperwork, changing expectations for paperwork, the threat of audits, and the lack of time to support new members to her team. She feels she has to do her job “well” — she has always put many hours into her job and has loved every minute doing so. However, many of these hours are not being spent doing extras for students, but just on doing the job as per all the requirements. This is the first time in her career that she has felt anxious; she already has team members worried about their Student-Services positions, and discussing who would be kept in their current positions, etc. “It is so frustrating for Student Services teachers and teachers/admin and SEAs to put so much time into helping others by doing your job well, and then to be so under-appreciated and mistreated by these cutbacks that damage the resources we can provide to kids.” She loves the flexibility she has in her role as both a Student Services teacher and a department head for developing relationships with many more students and providing more one-to-one supports. However, this past year she has considered moving back into the classroom as a change, but would it really give her more time to do the job to the quality she likes to do it? The Student Services job is so overwhelming, if you do it right, and she will not let herself do anything less. She has also considered moving to a new job and/or a new school, but is worried about the needy group of Grade 7s moving through the school right now and the relationships she has already started to build to support their upcoming Grade 8 year. Each school is going through their own challenges with the cutbacks anyway, would anywhere else look any different? School C’s Student Services team leader kept track for one week and each block of how many times she was interrupted by non-classroom-based issues while teaching. Issues have included behaviour needs in another class or team, and staff members coming to the door with an “emergency” that is something only she can solve. She averaged 8 interruptions per block per day, with a high of 15 and a low of 6. Incredible! These are situations she was presented with that have nothing to do with her classroom job. The School D Student Services team leader worries about the school’s Student Services time and counseling time for next year. She is hoping it won’t be cut. She wishes she had more time with and for students. She finds this year, more than ever, that much of her time is going to paperwork and meetings — but she stresses that the paperwork must be done to get the resources needed to service the students. Student Services and school staff Last year, when School C went through the provincial contract dispute, the Student Services team leader was acting as the local union rep, and reports that her staff worked very hard to maintain a positive environment with each other, administration, students, and parents. They were successful as a school in working through the issues together. This year, she sees more staff dissension in terms of miscommunications. When she has examined these problems, they come down to lack of time and too-high expectations set by individuals for themselves and others. Many staff will say that they realize there were cutbacks in terms of Explorations and Student Services support staff, but they do not want to work without the resources they’ve had in the past and that support students. School C’s Student Services team worked very hard creating, and now maintaining, processes for communication so that everyone is aware of what is going on in terms of students’ timetables and needs. They have hyper-linked students’ IEPs on the staff desk-top computer so that all staff can see the adaptations needed to support individual students. They are finding that in the past year or two, they do not have the “sit down” time to be proactive rather than reactive in dealing with some situations. They feel they’ve made an effort to remain positive as a staff with each other, but have found that some people are more “short’ or terse in their dealings with some situations now than they might have been a few years ago. A key concern within Student Services teams is the increased potential for “burn-out”. Given the complexities and pressures of the Student Services role as described above, more of these teachers are discussing moving into classroom positions and considering part-time work. These scenarios could lead to an increase in teacher “burn-out”, as less-experienced Student Services personnel mentor new staff, and ownership of students, and communication with staff and parents, becomes more complicated if too many part-time people take over these already “overworked” full-time positions. School C’s staff in general is frustrated that the “extra” time they put into their jobs is spent on doing documentation, in some cases, or managing students who would have been supported by other personnel within the school in previous years. There is a feeling that over the next year, they will have to be experts not only in their own field, but in all the teaching fields, to support the needs of their students. Staff feel that parents and students appreciate their professionalism, but the government and the general public do not. “Fear” is the word most commonly used to describe their feelings about what may happen when staffing is announced in the spring (and over the next few years): Who will be laid off? Whose jobs may be cut? What more will the classroom teacher face without supports within the school or within the district? School D’s staff maintains a positive outlook, and is not commenting much on the cutbacks — they just deal with them. There is some uncertainty and apprehension among staff, especially younger staff and those working in specialty positions such as French Immersion, Student Support, and Explorations, about possible cutbacks. Reduced district staff Since School C’s Student Services team leader began teaching in Coquitlam 14 years ago, the district has always functioned with a school-based support model — the full-service model at schools C and D being examples. With the closing of Winslow Centre and the cutbacks, staff throughout the district have lost out on the in-services district staff used to do to support teachers new to a job or to the profession. “The district folk I deal with, like the hearing itinerant, our speech language teacher, and our zone co-ordinator for Student Services, are very supportive. Yet again, the quality of time they spend with us is limited because their jobs are stretched, but they still provide outstanding service. I am concerned that we are not having the amount of in-service needed for new personnel to really get a handle on the job, yet we are so time-crunched already at school that we have difficulty making the time there to help them. When I joined this district I attended two or three in-services a week to support my professional development. Now, there isn’t the time to get out of the school to attend in-services, and the in-services are not happening because there are not the personnel to organize them.” All of these district personnel have increased workloads and work very hard to provide the same quality and level of service as they have in the past. School D’s Student Services team are concerned that if these people are cut back any further, where do they turn for help, guidance, and expertise? Concerns for the future There are no easy answers or solutions to the issues currently faced by schools resulting from financial cutbacks, which have caused class-composition and class-size changes, reductions in personnel, and changing documentation demands. One thing is a certainty, however: teachers cannot provide the quality of service to meet each student’s unique needs if the time, resources, and personnel are not available. Students deserve the best if they are to be successful.   About Us | News & Events | Publications | Advocacy & Action | Social Justice | Issues in Education © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8816,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, Number 4, March 2004 Book-trade day by Herb Couch A few decades ago, my attitude toward classroom book-order clubs for students changed. At first, I participated in Scholastic and other book-order clubs because other teachers in my school did so and I didn’t want my class to complain that they were being left out. I was careful to collect book-order money at the beginning of the school day, and I put the cash under lock and key. The books were not expensive, and most children ordered several books. I sent in book orders right away before the company ran out of any titles. It was exciting when the book orders arrived at school. Everyone loves shiny new books! Also, there were always books "awarded" to the classroom for all students to share. Then it happened. Book-club orders lost their shine. I was transferred to a new school where parents hadn’t as much spare cash. The economy was going down the tubes, and money was tight. Only a small number of students in my class ordered book-club books. The students who did order books often spent $20 to $50. When the book orders arrived, it was a major disappointment for most students. While three or four students were happy with their shiny new books, most students were envious and had their family poverty shoved in their faces. Also, students who needed to do recreational reading the most were often from families who could not afford to order book-club books. An alternative to book-club orders was needed. I got together with another primary teacher, and we decided to have a Book Trade Day for our students. A note sent home to parents explained the special day. Students could bring up to 10 books from home to trade with other students. Important: We stressed to parents and students that books were to be traded, and the trade was permanent. Students were not to bring any books from home that were family heirlooms. Books to be traded at school had to be books that the students no longer wanted. However, the books needed to be ones that other children would enjoy reading. We wanted parents to check and okay the books that students brought to trade. The Book Trade Day was to be held in 10 days, but students were encouraged to bring books to trade immediately. The books were kept in a large box in the two classrooms. The teachers’ job was to record how many books each child brought to trade. When Book Trade Day arrived, excitement was in the air! The books were spread out around the gym floor and students were given a few minutes to wander around and look at the books. Next, we asked each child to sit down with a book she or he wanted. We wanted to make sure everyone got a least one desirable book. We had discussed with our students beforehand good manners at the book trade. We gave a reminder in the gymnasium. When all students were finished choosing one book, we were ready to carry on. For example, students who brought five books to trade could choose up to five books in exchange. After the book trade, students went back to their classrooms for silent reading and a discussion about our "new" books. All students brought books to trade. Everyone was reading. Best of all, the Book Trade Day did not cost any money. And we all went home happy. Herb Couch teaches at Distance Education School of the Kootenays, Nelson. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Touring a natural gas drilling rig with @MLA Mike Bernier, and Brian from EnCana http://t.co/AifdJ4H07b" @Teresa_Wat - 06:01pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13860,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 1998 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 10, Number 7, May/June 1998 Students need mirrors and windows by Jan Eastman The Canadian Teachers’ Federation is an alliance of 13 provincial and territorial teachers’ organizations representing more than 246,000 elementary and secondary teachers in Canada’s publicly supported schools. CTF is committed to ensuring that Canada’s schools model and promote an appreciation of diversity. Through Canada’s schools, families, communities, parents, teachers, and students work toward replacing ignorance with understanding and hostility with respect. Fostering the development of mature, responsible citizens requires an atmosphere that is safe, respectful, and honest. As the attached policy indicates, CTF believes that the concept of human rights extends to the rights of children. The right to have a child’s family treated with respect is fundamental. Unfortunately, some children discover that they are part of families that are excluded or feared. Children need opportunities to authenticate their own experiences and appreciate the diversity of others’ experiences. Modern curricula have recognized that students need exposure to diversity if they are to contribute to a dynamic and changing world. Encountering only “traditional” families in classroom materials is no more appropriate than encountering only “white” families. This requirement is sometimes referred to as “mirrors and windows.” At every age, students need curricula and materials that validate or “mirror” their experiences. They need to see themselves in what they learn about. But mirrors are not enough. “Windows” afford opportunities to see beyond personal experience and opinions. Windows can be explorations of art, history, theatre, geography, literature, or current events. Both mirrors and windows must be placed at the correct height if they are to be useful. Good curriculum is appropriate to children’s developmental stages. Encouraging good citizenship among primary students is different from exploring changing definitions of citizenship with older students—but the lessons of respectful listening learned in Grade 1 may lay the foundation of appreciating democracy’s compromises in senior school. The appropriate heights may change, but the need for curricular mirrors and windows does not. The suggestion that when it comes to family diversity—in particular, to same-sex parents—children are better off without mirrors and windows is flawed. Lacking the tools, children find substitutes. Gossip, prejudice, and half-truths flourish under such circumstances. When schools are silent in the face of prejudice and hatred, the silence is understood as complicity. Schools can’t avoid dealing with issues such as homophobia. They can either remain silent, or they can attempt to foster attitudes that encourage respect and discourage ignorance. No sensible person would conclude that striving toward this goal means teaching the political history of the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms to young children. Such mirrors and windows would be far too high. There are other, appropriate, ways of gently encouraging even very young students to see their own families, and other students’ families, as worthy, caring environments. Judging the age and subject appropriateness of materials such as books is part of the skill and responsibility of teachers. They require the autonomy to act on their professional judgment. Teachers need to be free to select mirrors and windows if Canada’s students are to develop into mature adults who appreciate the rights and responsibilities all citizens share. Jan Eastman is president of the Canadian Teachers’ Federation. This is a copy of the letter sent to Joseph Arvay, legal council, suing the Surrey School District over the banned-books issue. CTF Policy 5.7 5.7 Teachers, Children’s Rights and Education 5.7.1 Children’s Rights 5.7.1.1 All children have the right to the protection, care, and affection of adults who are responsible for them. (1988) 5.7.1.2 All children have the right to an environment which fosters their physical, emotional, social, ethical, aesthetic, and intellectual development. (1988) 5.7.1.3 All children have the right to an appropriate free public school education. (1988) 5.7.1.4 All children have the rights, privileges and benefits offered and obligations identified by the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms, subject only to such reasonable limits as can be demonstrably justified in a free and democratic society. (1988) 5.7.1.5 All children have the responsibility, within the limitations of their developmental stage, to respect the rights of others. (1988) 5.7.1.6 All children have the right to be presumed competent, within the limitations of their developmental stage. (1988) Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8768,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, Number 5, April 2004 English 11 and life lessons by Karen Larsen Bob Kirby was a talented and an innovative English teacher. I liked him, and I enjoyed the time in his English 11 class. But I wasn’t passionate about To Kill a Mockingbird or Shakespeare’s plays. I preferred flirting with the boy in front of me, gazing at the maple trees outside, and admiring my teacher’s crisp oxford-cloth shirts. English wasn’t my passion, and I didn’t always pay attention during class. Our major term assignment was a "contract" package. Today’s teachers would dub it a writing portfolio, but that jargon had not hit Burnaby Central in 1975. Kirby gave us a big list of assignment options (character sketches, chapter logs, narratives, and more). Each assignment had a corresponding point value. We had to choose exemplars of our work, submitting samples that totalled 100 points. Part of the contract was the choice to write a verse or to analyze the meaning of a published poem. I hated writing poetry, but it seemed the lesser of two evils, since the analysis option allowed the possibility of misinterpretation. I penned a sappy ode entitled "Nothing Is More Precious Than My Mother’s Love." Weeks later, I grinned at the 92 boldly printed in red on my paper. Kirby’s "See me to chat about your assignment" surprised me. Discuss my work with a teacher? How unusual. I hung around his desk until he finished bidding goodbye to his students. He placed his well-polished loafers on the wooden desk, crossed his legs, and leaned back in his chair. "Did you show this poem to your mother?" he asked. "No," I replied. "Why not?" he wondered. "I didn’t have time before the assignment was due," I lied. "It’s a lovely tribute to your mom, and I think she’d be touched if she read it." "Okaaaaay...if you think I should show her, I guess I will." I couldn’t wriggle away fast enough. I was secretly thrilled that Kirby had spoken with me about my writing. I thought that grading papers meant checking the spelling and grammar, not musing about the underlying meaning. Furthermore, that was the first time since elementary school that the notion of showing written work to someone other than the teacher had surfaced. I didn’t show my mom the poem, though. It’s still in my house, somewhere among the buried treasures of the basement. In our family, we have never spoken openly about the emotions we feel for one another, so the verse remains hidden. Even though my teacher promoted sharing, I wasn’t ready for it. Kirby had a point, although I’m not sure that I understood it at the time. He wanted his students to write for a purpose, and with an audience in mind. He encouraged me to go beyond the authority reader to share my thoughts with an ally reader. Looking back, as a mature woman and a teacher myself, I realize that Kirby’s lessons went further than the English 11 curriculum; they extended into the personal realm and taught about human interaction as well as reading and writing. Maybe I should have paid more attention during English 11. Karen Larsen, a Langley teacher, is currently on leave. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/SD63Stellys?lang=tr,Stelly's Secondary (@SD63Stellys) - Twitter Twitter Arama sorgusu Twitter'da Ara Kaydedilmiş aramalar Kaldır Onaylanmış hesap @ Önerilen kullanıcılar Onaylanmış hesap @ Onaylanmış hesap @ Dil: Türkçe Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Hesabın var mı? Giriş yap Twitter'da yeni misin? Bugün Katıl » Giriş Yap Telefon, e-posta veya kullanıcı adı Şifre Giriş yap Beni hatırla Şifreni mi unuttun? Twitter'ı zaten kısa mesaj yoluyla mı kullanıyorsun? Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys Tweetler 282 Fotoğraflar/Videolar 104 Takip ediliyor 34 Takipçileri 209 Favoriler 1   Daha fazla Favoriler Listeler @SD63Stellys adlı kişinin sesini aç @SD63Stellys adlı kişiyi sessize al Takip et Takip ediliyor Takibi bırak Engellendi Engeli kaldır Beklemede İptal Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys Home of the Stingers Saanichton, BC, Canada stellys.sd63.bc.ca Nisan 2012 tarihinde katıldı 104 Fotoğraf ve video Tweetler Tweetler Tweetler ve yanıtlar Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys  ·  5 sa. #stellys clubs day tomorrow in the gym. Come check out what is happening and get involved. There is something for everyone. Yanıtla 0 yanıt Retweetle Retweetlendi 0 retweet Favorilere ekle Favorilere eklendi 0 favori Daha fazla Tweeti yerleştir East Saanich 2, British Columbia Stelly's Secondary retweetledi Lori Lumley @TDRLori  ·  2 Eki Thank you Stellys for your INCREDIBLE welcome and shout out to Student Leadership for huge donation. GO STINGERS! pic.twitter.com/JUxvcan6cL Tour de Rock, Victoria Police ve Tina Pierik Daha fazla fotoğraf ve video görüntüle Yanıtla 0 yanıt Retweetle Retweetlendi 2 retweet 2 Favorilere ekle Favorilere eklendi 4 favori 4 Daha fazla Tweeti yerleştir Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys  ·  2 Eki Stelly's students line the halls for a parade of honour for the #tourderock riders. Thanks for… http://instagram.com/p/tqrZ3Iprov/  Yanıtla 0 yanıt Retweetle Retweetlendi 2 retweet 2 Favorilere ekle Favorilere eklendi 3 favori 3 Daha fazla Tweeti yerleştir Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys  ·  2 Eki RT @tpierik: Stelly's Tour de Rock mom! Proud kids! #stellys #tourderock #bced #sd63 pic.twitter.com/dqPDTMgm1z Daha fazla fotoğraf ve video görüntüle Yanıtla 0 yanıt Retweetle Retweetlendi 0 retweet Favorilere ekle Favorilere eklendi 0 favori Daha fazla Tweeti yerleştir Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys  ·  2 Eki RT @tpierik: Welcome to Stelly's Tour de Rock! #stellys #sd63 #tourderock #bced pic.twitter.com/hmfiRTllZZ Daha fazla fotoğraf ve video görüntüle Yanıtla 0 yanıt Retweetle Retweetlendi 0 retweet Favorilere ekle Favorilere eklendi 0 favori Daha fazla Tweeti yerleştir Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys  ·  2 Eki #stellys students and staff shaved heads to raise money for #tourderock & #copsforcancer Thanks for… http://instagram.com/p/tqKxejJrkz/  Yanıtla 0 yanıt Retweetle Retweetlendi 0 retweet Favorilere ekle Favorilere eklendi 0 favori Daha fazla Tweeti yerleştir Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys  ·  2 Eki #stellys is proud to welcome #tourderock visit today. Meet the teacher tonite 6:30-8:00. Early closure today at 2:05. Yanıtla 0 yanıt Retweetle Retweetlendi 1 Favorilere ekle Favorilere eklendi 1 Daha fazla Tweeti yerleştir Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys  ·  1 Eki RT @tpierik: Stelly's supporting Tour De Rock! #stellys #tourderock #sd63 pic.twitter.com/3PH2UO2qIv Daha fazla fotoğraf ve video görüntüle Yanıtla 0 yanıt Retweetle Retweetlendi 0 retweet Favorilere ekle Favorilere eklendi 1 Daha fazla Tweeti yerleştir Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys  ·  1 Eki RT @tpierik: A big Stelly's Thank you to Studio 63 Stylists! #stellys #tourderock #sd63 pic.twitter.com/i3LMo5Ta4u Daha fazla fotoğraf ve video görüntüle Yanıtla 0 yanıt Retweetle Retweetlendi 0 retweet Favorilere ekle Favorilere eklendi 1 Daha fazla Tweeti yerleştir Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys  ·  29 Eyl Remember to bring in $2 for @CopsForCancer this week. #tourderock visits Thursday. #stellys staff head shaves fundraiser on wed Yanıtla 0 yanıt Retweetle Retweetlendi 2 retweet 2 Favorilere ekle Favorilere eklendi 2 favori 2 Daha fazla Tweeti yerleştir Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys  ·  26 Eyl Happy Friday #Stellys! Have a great weekend. Yanıtla 0 yanıt Retweetle Retweetlendi 0 retweet Favorilere ekle Favorilere eklendi 0 favori Daha fazla Tweeti yerleştir Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys  ·  24 Eyl Regular wednesday schedule today and picture day! #stellys Yanıtla 0 yanıt Retweetle Retweetlendi 0 retweet Favorilere ekle Favorilere eklendi 0 favori Daha fazla Tweeti yerleştir Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys  ·  23 Eyl Sept. 24th is picture day at #stellys. Wait that’s TOMORROW!! #whatamigoingtowear #howismyhair Yanıtla 0 yanıt Retweetle Retweetlendi 0 retweet Favorilere ekle Favorilere eklendi 0 favori Daha fazla Tweeti yerleştir Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys  ·  23 Eyl Congrats to grade 10 student, Elena Moss who finished 7th at the #wych in New Caledonia, France. #stelly's pride! Yanıtla 0 yanıt Retweetle Retweetlendi 4 retweet 4 Favorilere ekle Favorilere eklendi 3 favori 3 Daha fazla Tweeti yerleştir Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys  ·  23 Eyl 11s & 12s only today from 1205 - 305. Regular #stellys classes start Wednesday. Yanıtla 0 yanıt Retweetle Retweetlendi 0 retweet Favorilere ekle Favorilere eklendi 0 favori Daha fazla Tweeti yerleştir Stelly's Secondary retweetledi SD63 Transportation @sd63bus  ·  22 Eyl For Tuesday the 23rd. Elementary/Middle Schools, regular AM/PM schedules. Secondary's AM pickup between 11:20 and 11:58. Regular PM departs. Yanıtla 0 yanıt Retweetle Retweetlendi 3 retweet 3 Favorilere ekle Favorilere eklendi 0 favori Daha fazla Tweeti yerleştir Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys  ·  22 Eyl Excited to meet and reunite with new and returning #stellys students today! Reminder only 9s and 10s today from 12:05 - 3:05 #sd63 Yanıtla 0 yanıt Retweetle Retweetlendi 0 retweet Favorilere ekle Favorilere eklendi 0 favori Daha fazla Tweeti yerleştir Stelly's Secondary retweetledi SD63 Transportation @sd63bus  ·  19 Eyl All Secondary Schools for Mon the 22nd. AM pickup between 11:30 & 11:58. Departing from school at regular times. Yanıtla 0 yanıt Retweetle Retweetlendi 5 retweet 5 Favorilere ekle Favorilere eklendi 0 favori Daha fazla Tweeti yerleştir Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys  ·  19 Eyl Welcome back #stellys! We cant wait 2 see you! Monday Sept 22 Grade 9&10 only 12:05 to 3:05. Tuesday Sept 23 Grade 11&12 only 12:05 to 3:05 Yanıtla 0 yanıt Retweetle Retweetlendi 2 retweet 2 Favorilere ekle Favorilere eklendi 0 favori Daha fazla Tweeti yerleştir Stelly's Secondary retweetledi SD 63 Saanich @sd63schools  ·  19 Eyl Welcome back #sd63 students and staff. Please check local #sd63 school websites about startup for students on Monday http://www.sd63.bc.ca/news/2014/09/welcome-back … Yanıtla 0 yanıt Retweetle Retweetlendi 3 retweet 3 Favorilere ekle Favorilere eklendi 0 favori Daha fazla Tweeti yerleştir Twitter kapasiteyi aşmış veya geçici bir kesinti yaşıyor olabilir. Tekrar dene Daha fazla bilgi için Twitter Durumu'nu ziyaret et. Kapat Stelly's Secondary takip etti Stelly's Secondary güncellemelerinin hiçbirini kaçırma Saanichton, BC, Canada · Değiştir © 2014 Twitter Hakkımızda Yardım Reklam bilgileri Kapat Gündem Sadece senin için seçilmiş gündem. Gündem, önemsediğin şeylere yakınlaşmak için eşsiz bir yol sunar. Konumuna ve takip ettiğin kişilere göre senin için oluşturulur. Değiştir Kişiselleştirilmiş Gündem ile devam et Dünya Gündemini Al Bitti Gizle Kapat Önceki Sonraki Kapat Birinin profiline git Kaydedilmiş aramalar Kaldır Onaylanmış hesap @ Önerilen kullanıcılar Onaylanmış hesap @ Onaylanmış hesap @ Kapat Bunu takipçilerine retweetlemek istiyor musun? İptal Retweetle Kapat Bu Tweeti silmek istediğinden emin misin? İptal Sil Kapat Engelle İptal Engelle Tweetlerine konum bilgisi ekle Tweetine konum bilgisi eklediğinde Twitter bu konumu saklar. Konum bilgisini her tweetten önce açıp kapayabilirsin ve istediğin zaman konum geçmişini temizleyebilirsin. Daha fazla bilgi al Konum bilgisini etkinleştir Şimdi değil Konum bilgisini kapat Kapat Profil özeti Kapat Listelerin Kapat Yeni bir liste oluştur Liste adı Açıklama 100 karakterin altında, tercihe bağlı Gizlilik Herkese açık · Bu listeyi herkes takip edebilir Özel · Bu listeye sadece sen erişebilirsin Listeyi kaydet Kapat Kapat Bu Tweeti yerleştir Bu Tweeti internet sitene eklemek için aşağıdaki kodu kopyala. Daha fazla bilgi Hmm, sunucuya ulaşırken bir sorun oluştu. Tekrar dene? Kaynak Tweeti ekle Medyayı ekle Ön izleme Kapat Twitter'a kaydol Twitter'da yok musun? Kaydol, ilgini çeken olayları takip et ve her şeyden sıcağı sıcağına haberdar ol. Hesabın var mı? Giriş yap » Kapat Çift yönlü (gönderim ve alım) kısa kodları: Ülke Kod kurumunun müşterileri için ABD 40404 (herhangi biri) Kanada 21212 (herhangi biri) Birleşik Krallık 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brezilya 40404 Nextel, TIM Haiti 40404 Digicel, Voila İrlanda 51210 Vodafone, O2 Hindistan 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Endonezya 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata İtalya 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » Diğer ülkelerin kısa mesaj kodlarını gör Kapat Doğrulama)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Touring a natural gas drilling rig with @MLA Mike Bernier, and Brian from EnCana http://t.co/AifdJ4H07b" @Teresa_Wat - 06:01pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/ResearchReports.aspx?id=5572&printPage=true,BCTF > 2001wlc04, How I spent my summer vacation: Time-use data from the Spring 2001 Worklife of Teachers survey  	BCTF Research Reports  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Research Reports  PDF version BCTF Research Report Section III 2001-WLC-04 “How I spent my summer vacation”: Time-use data from the Spring 2001 BCTF Worklife of Teachers Workload issues and stress survey by Anne C. (Anny) Schaefer December 2001 Contents Executive Summary Tables and figures Table 1: Number of weeks of summer holidays taken, 2000 Table 2: Weeks spent during summer preparing for school year Figure 1: Weeks of vacation taken during summer holidays, 2000 Figure 2: Summer holidays by age group Figure 3: Summer holidays by years of teaching experience Figure 4: Weeks worked (other than summer school) during summer holidays, 2000 Figure 5: Percent of teachers reporting fatigue by weeks of holidays taken Figure 6: Percent of teachers reporting less time with family/friends by weeks of holidays taken Figure 7: Percent of teachers reporting less time for personal interests by weeks of holidays taken Figure 8: Percent of teachers reporting health problems due to work by weeks of holidays taken 2001 Worklife of Teachers survey series Acknowledgments Putting it in perspective Introduction Few teachers take two months of holidays   Gender factors Age and teaching experience What, if not holidays? Summer employment Teaching summer school Other employment Overall summer employment Taking educational courses Volunteering Unpaid education-related work Other activities Family responsibilities Wellness and illness Home maintenance Connections between time off and reported health effects Fatigue Time for family and friends Time for personal interests Health problems Wellness Conclusions and recommendations Executive Summary In the spring of 2001, BCTF Research surveyed 1,500 randomly selected members on workload issues and stress. This is one of a series of reports on that research. Here we focus on teachers’ use of time during summer 2000. Our conclusions dispute the view that teachers have nine weeks of free time during the summer holidays. We asked teachers to report how many of the approximately nine weeks of summer vacation 2000 they spent in each of the following activities: Taking holidays, teaching summer school, working in employment other than teaching summer school, taking educational courses, volunteering, preparing for the upcoming school year, or engaging in other activities. Many teachers in B.C. are actually suffering from “phantom summer vacation”. While teachers ostensibly have two months off during the summer, it is rare for teachers to use all of this time as traditional holidays. One-quarter of B.C. teachers take two weeks of holidays or less in the summer. More than one-third of teachers take three weeks of holidays or less. The average teacher uses about 58% of her or his summer vacation as holidays. Younger teachers take less time off in the summer than do older teachers. Teachers with less than 10 years of teaching experience are the most likely to take the shortest holidays. Low salaries relative to other professionals and the high cost of living in British Columbia drive many teachers to work during the summer: About 7% of teachers spend part of the summer teaching summer school. One in every 6 teachers (16.5%) works at a job other than teaching during the summer. More than 1 in 5 teachers (22%) teach or do other paid work during at least part of the summer. About 2% of teachers hold another job and teach summer school. Many teachers—1 in 6 (16.3%)—spend part of the summer in the classroom—learning new pedagogy and content to apply during the school year. At least 1 in 8 teachers (12.6%) spends some time volunteering during the summer months. Nearly three-quarters of teachers spend at least one week of summer vacation preparing for the upcoming school year. The proportion is 80% among full-time teachers. Preparing for the upcoming school year takes up a large chunk of teachers’ summer time. This hidden subsidy of the school system indicates that preparation time during the school year is inadequate. New teachers are more than twice as likely as those with 20 to 24 years of experience to spend 3 to 4 weeks of their summer holidays preparing for the upcoming school year. Other summer activities cited by teachers include handling family responsibilities, maintaining wellness/recovering from stress and illness, and looking after one’s home. Although causality cannot be demonstrated, our study does show a relationship between not taking adequate time off in the summer and certain negative health effects. Fatigue: More than 85% of all teachers reported that their work resulted in fatigue. Of those who took no summer holidays, almost 95% reported feeling fatigued. Of those who took the full 9 weeks of summer vacation, 77% reported feelings of fatigue during the school year. Less time with family or friends (isolation): 83% of those who took no holidays reported their worklife results in less time with family or friends, compared to 49% of those who took 9 weeks. Less time for personal interests: 78% of those who took no summer holidays report that work pressures result in less time for their own personal interests or hobbies compared to 50% of those who took 9 weeks. Health problems: 37% of teachers report some health problems related to their work life. Teachers who took only minimal holidays (0 to 3 weeks) were half again as likely as those who took 7 to 9 weeks to report health problems resulting from work (45% vs. 31%). Our results can be interpreted in light of mounting evidence that prolonged stress—especially that caused by isolation and a sense of lack of control—can result in wear and tear on the body, with potential consequences that include heart disease, a weakened immune system, insulin resistance (potential for diabetes), and possibly cancer. Conclusions and recommendations Teachers who are physically and emotionally healthy are more likely to remain in the teaching profession, thus enhancing teacher retention in a time of potential teacher shortages. It is in the best interest of teachers, students, and the education system for teachers to have a sustained period of rest and recuperation during the summer break, given current working and learning conditions. While our survey provides evidence that B.C. teachers are a highly professional group of people who invest their own time to serve their students, improve their own qualifications, complete projects, and prepare educational programs, it also demonstrates that stress and health problems commonly result from teachers’ attempts to subsidize an under-resourced system with their own time. Adequate funding for learning resources, adequate preparation and year-end clean-up time, and competitive professional salaries would make for healthier schools and teachers. Possible future research directions are suggested, including studies of teachers who become ill or disabled as well as teachers who remain well, perhaps examining what coping strategies work to maintain teachers’ health. Further exploration of gender-age-health interactions, including such factors as the relationship of vacation time taken and patterns of illness and disability among teachers is also suggested. The existence and effect of family-friendly policies could be explored. A pilot project on stress prevention could be implemented and serve as a focus of research. A sea change in understanding of the nature of teachers’ work needs to occur in the media and public policy so that teachers—and their students—are not bombarded with negative images of teaching and education. Replacing teacher-bashing and negative comments about public schools by the media, public and government with a supportive, respectful milieu in which true education can occur would go a long way to improving the work life of teachers and, consequently, the schools in which our children learn. Acknowledgments BCTF Research wishes to thank all those teachers who added to their workload by responding to this and other BCTF surveys during the Spring of 2001. The range and depth of their responses have provided the data on which to base this report, which will be used to lobby government and school boards to develop a healthier school system by reducing teachers’ workload and stress. BCTF Research staff Larry Kuehn, Charlie Naylor and Anny Schaefer designed the survey instrument in consultation with BCTF staff and the bargaining team. BCTF Research Assistant Anne Field formatted the survey for TeleForm data entry, processed the surveys, and prepared the data for quantitative and qualitative analysis. Information Services Co-ordinator Diana Broome and Jean Rands of the Bargaining Division provided additional research. 2001 Worklife of Teachers survey series In Spring 2001, BCTF Research staff prepared and administered three mail-out surveys focusing on teacher workload and stress. The first survey examined the workload of secondary teachers of English (“English Teaching Workload Survey Questionnaire,” March 2001). The second considered workload and stress issues as perceived by both elementary and secondary teachers (“Workload Issues and Stress,” April 2001), and the third addressed teacher perspectives on issues in Special Education (“Special Education,” June 2001). For further information and other worklife reports, visit the Worklife of British Columbia teachers home page at www.bctf.ca/education/worklife and Information Services’ Teacher workload home page at www.bctf.ca/info/research/TeacherWorkload/. To be alerted when new reports are published, sign up for the BCTF Research Department’s mailing list, bctf-research, by visiting www.bctf.ca/research/list/. The Workload Issues and Stress questionnaire was mailed to 1,500 teachers selected randomly from the BCTF membership database (approximately 45,000 active teachers) with measures taken to ensure that all districts were represented; 644 elementary and secondary teachers from districts across the province returned surveys, for a return rate of 43%. Putting it in perspective What people who don’t know any better say… B.C. teachers…enjoy holidays and other benefits most B.C. workers can only dream about. —The Province, editorial, September 10, 2001 Summers off. Christmas season off. Spring break off. Professional development days. This comes close to three months holidays during the course of a year, not including weekends. —Dean Bassett, The Daily Townsman (Cranbrook), October 11, 2001 (N)o matter how you cut it, a full year’s pay for nine months work is a sweet deal. —Shelley Fralic, The Vancouver Sun, November 19, 2001 What teachers say… Since I started teaching, I’ve worked construction every summer but the one we spent moving to B.C., just to try to pay the mortgage. —Martin Sunderland, Surrey tech ed teacher, BCTF News Conference, November 29, 2001 I took a $4,000 pay cut when I moved here from Ontario to be close to my daughter and grandchild; at the same time, my cost of living shot up …. Now I’m considering working in the summer for the first time ever.” —Beth Lopez, French immersion teacher, BCTF News Conference, November 29, 2001 I am a single mom who does not go on holidays (since I have) no money during summer months. —Comment from survey respondent We … need more positive recognition and support from the public in general. Many perceive teaching to be easy (i.e., summers off) and don’t understand the full extent of what we do. They seem to forget that we are responsible for educating (their) children. —Comment from survey respondent The public does not respect teachers anymore. Whenever the public thinks of teachers they think of three months off during the year. —Comment from survey respondent Introduction Martin Sunderland, Surrey tech ed teacher, works construction every summer. Peter Owens photo Some people say that teaching is a cushy job because teachers get two months’ paid vacation during the summer, when school is typically out of session. Setting aside for the moment the issues of teachers’ years of professional preparation and experience1, their long workweek2, unpaid overtime3, and heavy workload during the 10-month school year4, how do teachers spend their much-vaunted “nine weeks off”? This report looks at teachers’ activities during the summer of 2000—the vacation period before the 2000/2001 school year when our surveys were conducted. We asked teachers to report how many of the approximately nine weeks of summer vacation 2000 they spent in each of the following activities: Taking holidays, teaching summer school, working in employment other than teaching summer school, taking educational courses, volunteering, preparing for the upcoming school year, or engaging in other activities. Summer paycheques unusual Knowing that my salary will not cover all the expenses and having to think how to pay for the summer (is a major source of stress). –Comment from survey respondent One thing is clear—few teachers spend their summer months being paid by a school district. Most teachers are on a 10-month earning schedule, with no paycheques issued during the summer months. Local collective agreements, since rolled over into the Provincial Collective Agreement, may have provisions for teachers to be paid on a 12-month rather than a 10-month basis: About 20 of these local agreements, covering 20% of the BCTF’s approximately 45,000 members, provide this option. It is possible that other districts have local policies allowing teachers to spread out their pay, but 80% of teachers are not guaranteed this right in a collective agreement. Source: BCTF Bargaining Division and Member Records. Few teachers take two months of holidays Every now and then go away, have a little relaxation, for when you come back to your work your judgment will be surer. Go some distance away because then the work appears smaller and more of it can be taken in at a glance and a lack of harmony and proportion is more readily seen. –Leonardo da Vinci hol·i·day Often, holidays, pl. vacation; period of rest or recreation: the summer holidays. – Gage Canadian Dictionary, 1998 Table 1: Number of weeks of summer holidays taken, 2001 Although they are technically entitled to approximately nine weeks of holidays during the summer, most teachers do not take this much time off. As shown in Table 1, one quarter of B.C. teachers take two or fewer weeks of holidays in the summer, while more than one-third of teachers take three weeks or less. The average teacher takes 5.2 weeks of time off as holidays during the summer, equivalent to about 58% of her or his entitlement.5   Female Male Total Weeks No. % No. % No. % 0 13 3.5% 5 3.0% 18 3.4% 1 39 10.5% 6 3.6% 45 8.4% 2 54 14.5% 18 10.9% 72 13.4% 3 36 9.7% 12 7.3% 48 8.9% 4 27 7.3% 15 9.1% 42 7.8% 5 24 6.5% 5 3.0% 29 5.4% 6 27 7.3% 17 10.3% 44 8.2% 7 48 12.9% 28 17.0% 76 14.2% 8 66 17.7% 28 17.0% 94 17.5% 9 38 10.2 31 18.8% 69 12.8% Total 372 100.0% 165 100.0% 537 100.0% Gender factors Caution should be used in interpreting the gender differences apparent in Figure 1, since the relatively small number of male respondents (n=165) points to more variability in their responses.6 It does appear, however, that women are more likely than men to take fewer weeks of holidays: 38% of women compared to 25% of men take zero to three weeks, while 19% of men and only 10% of women report taking all nine weeks off. On average, women take 5 weeks of summer holidays while men take 5.8 weeks.7 The age differences between male and female teachers may contribute to this disparity as male teachers are, on average, older than female teachers: 60% of male teachers are at least 45 compared to 48% of female teachers, while 25% of female teachers are under 35, compared to 16% of male teachers. The next section of this report provides data on summer holidays taken by age group (Figure 2). Another factor is women’s generally greater responsibilities on the home front. Women continue to do more unpaid work than men in all age and role groups and have correspondingly less leisure time.8 Childcare and elder care are among the unpaid activities for which women assume a disproportionate responsibility. Nonetheless, given the stressful nature of teaching and the potential effects of stress on health and well-being, and given the evidence elicited by our survey on the effects of taking minimal time off during the summer, teachers may be well advised to make taking time out a higher priority, if at all possible. Further research could be done in this area. Figure 1 Weeks of vacation taken during summer holidays, 2001 Age and teaching experience Younger teachers take less time off in the summer than do older teachers (Figure 2). Of those under 35, 45% take only zero to three weeks of holidays, compared to 30% of those 45 and older. At the other end of the spectrum, teachers aged 45 and over are twice as likely as teachers under 35 to take seven to nine weeks of holidays (54% vs. 28%). Part of the explanation may be that younger teachers tend to have more family responsibilities, and that they require more time to prepare for the school year, often still being in the apprenticeship stage of their careers. Figure 2 Summer holidays by age group Figure 3 illustrates that this relationship holds up for years of teaching experience as well. Teachers with less than 10 years of teaching experience are the most likely to take the shortest holidays, and the least likely to take their full entitlement. The relationship is reversed for those with 20 or more years in the teaching profession. It is encouraging to see that teachers are more likely to take their full allotment of holidays as they gain teaching experience. Unfortunately, this could be a result of years of stress taking their toll on the body and mind, resulting in a period that is more like extended sick leave rather than a preventative period of respite. Younger and beginning teachers may want to consider the long-term preventative measure of healthful holiday breaks. Figure 3 Summer holidays by years of teaching experience What, if not holidays? Besides taking a limited amount of time off as holidays, teachers spent parts of summer vacation 2000 teaching summer school, working at other jobs, taking educational courses, volunteering, preparing for the upcoming school year, or engaging in other activities. Summer employment The paltry salary means both my husband and I must teach summer school. We are both teachers. We both need another job in the summer to pay the bills. We can’t afford to teach here and are thinking of moving to the States to teach. –Comments from survey respondents Teachers may work during the summer for a number of different reasons. Perhaps they like to keep busy, or they may enjoy teaching young people so much that they want to continue during the summer. In many cases, however, a decade of stagnating salaries and losses to inflation, salaries that are low relative to those of other professionals, and the high cost of living in Canada’s westernmost province mean that many teachers need to supplement their income by working during the summer. Teaching summer school Our survey indicates that about 7% of teachers spend at least part of their summer teaching summer school.9 Extrapolating this percentage to the BCTF’s membership results in a preliminary estimate of approximately 3,200 members who teach summer school.10 Of those who teach summer school, 30% teach 1 to 3 weeks, 61% teach 4 to 6 weeks, and 9% teach 7 to 9 weeks. Male teachers are somewhat more likely to teach summer school than female teachers. While women made up 70% of our sample, only 61% of summer school teachers were female. Figure 4 Weeks worked (other than summer school) during summer holidays, 2000 Other employment One in every 6 teachers (16.5%) works at a job other than teaching during the summer.11 Of those who work at jobs other than teaching summer school, about 60% work 1 to 3 weeks, while the remaining 40% are divided evenly between working 4 to 6 and 7 to 9 weeks (Figure 4). Overall summer employment About 2% of teachers had another job and taught summer school. Without double-counting those teachers, our data indicate that 22% of teachers, or more than 1 in 5, are employed for at least part of the summer, whether teaching summer school or at another type of job. Taking educational courses Many teachers return to the classroom in the summer—but they are on the other side of the desk, computer or discussion table, engaging in self-directed professional development and acquiring new credentials. One of every 6 teachers (16.3%) took an educational course during the summer 2000 holidays.12 About two-thirds were at university for 1 to 3 weeks during the summer, and another third for 4 to 6 weeks.13 Women were almost twice as likely as men to be taking educational courses during the summer: Almost 19% of female teachers attended school compared to about 11% of males. Differences in existing credentials may be a factor contributing to female teachers’ enhanced pursuit of advanced education. The Ministry of Education provides no direct measure of teachers’ educational attainment, but salary grid placement offers a proxy measure. In 2000–2001, 23.9% of male teachers and 15.6% of female teachers were being paid at Category 6.14 Since most Category 6 teachers have graduate degrees, this implies that men were nearly half again as likely as women to hold a master’s degree. Average salary, a function of education and experience, is another indicator. In 2000, female classroom teachers’ average salary was $53,528 while males’ was $55,903.15 Women are also twice as likely as men to have a standard teaching certificate or to be on a letter of permission rather than hold a professional teaching certificate.16 Volunteering At least 1 in 8 teachers (12.6%) spends some time volunteering during the summer vacation. Without calling it voluntarism, others participate in coaching or working with local community groups. Unpaid education-related work I had to teach/prepare for six different courses this year, which took a lot of prep (planning) time from my summer holidays. –Comment from a survey respondent Teachers are spending more and more of their own time wrapping up the previous year and preparing for the upcoming school year. In fact, “preparing for September” is the single largest activity teachers engage in after “holidays.” The hours teachers spend preparing classrooms, materials and lesson plans are in addition to their already heavy workload during the school year. Our survey indicates that nearly three-quarters of teachers spend at least one week of “the summer holidays” preparing for the upcoming school year (Table 2). Among full-time teachers, this proportion rises to 80%. Nearly 70% of full-time teachers spend 1 to 2 weeks of the summer break preparing for September and beyond. Table 2: Weeks spent during summer preparing for school year Weeks of preparation Full-time Others Total 1 to 2 weeks 68.8% 46.6% 63.2% 3 to 4 weeks 9.8% 7.4% 9.2% 5 to 9 weeks 1.2% 2.5% 1.6% Total 79.8% 56.4% 73.9% Note: “Full-time” includes continuing and term. “Others” includes part-time and TOCs. Assumed omitted responses = 0 weeks (n=83 for FT, n=60 for others). As professionals who care about their students, many teachers in British Columbia choose to spend some of their summer holidays preparing for the upcoming school year. The extent to which teachers subsidize the school system in this way indicates that preparation time during the school year is far from adequate. It is clear that teachers do not have sufficient preparation time to start up the school system in September; the result is that they end up subsidizing the system by preparing for classes during the summer. In the 2001 round of negotiations, the B.C. Teachers’ Federation sought improved preparation time to begin to address this issue.17 Many years of experience are required to become a master teacher. Teachers who are beginning their careers therefore often spend many additional hours of extra preparation time to teach their students. For example, 16.3% of teachers with less than 5 years of experience spent 3 to 4 weeks of their summer holidays preparing for the upcoming school year, compared to 7.3% of those with 20 to 24 years of experience. In other words, new teachers were more than twice as likely as those with 20 to 24 years of experience to spend 3 to 4 weeks of their summer holidays preparing for the upcoming year. In addition to doing preparation for September, some teachers also spent part of the summer break shutting down classrooms from the previous year, moving classrooms and libraries, cleaning up, and so on from the previous year. Others set up networks, marked government exams, participated in district projects, prepared and presented workshops, rebuilt school shops, and worked on Ministry projects, among other things. Other activities Our survey gave teachers the opportunity to specify other ways in which they spent their summer vacations. Family responsibilities Family activities and responsibilities are the next most common other activity mentioned. This category includes diverse activities such as childcare, elder care, looking after relatives’ children, getting married, and working in a family business. Wellness and illness Maintaining wellness, taking time out for surgery or maternity leave, or dealing with the effects of a stressful school year on one’s health are other popular activities for teachers during the summer. Home maintenance Teachers also use the summer to move house, to look after their homes, to build houses, and other maintenance activities. Connections between time off and reported health effects In our survey, we asked teachers to report whether their worklife had any of the following effects on their personal lives: fatigue, loss of time with family or friends, loss of time for personal interests or hobbies, less interest in other areas, or health problems. Fatigue Perhaps not surprisingly, the data demonstrate a strong negative relationship18 between the number of weeks of summer holidays taken and the percentage of teachers reporting feeling fatigued. In other words, those who took more summer holidays were less likely to feel fatigued during the school year. The bad news is that more than 85% of teachers reported that their work resulted in fatigue, as shown in Figure 5. Of those who reported taking no summer holidays, almost 95% reported fatigue during the year; the best rested (relatively speaking, as 77% of them reported feelings of fatigue) were those who took all nine weeks of the summer off. Figure 5 Percent of teachers reporting fatigue by weeks of holidays taken Time for family and friends There is also a strong negative relationship19 between the amount of summer holidays teachers take and a sense of having less time with family or friends because of work: 83% of those who took no holidays report their worklife results in less time with family or friends, compared to 49% of those who took 9 weeks (Figure 6). Many teachers already feel isolated from their colleagues because of workload, lack of collegial preparation time, and the classroom-oriented structure of most schools. When work interferes with time with family and friends, isolation is compounded; as we shall see later on, isolation is a risk factor for disease and disability. Figure 6 Percent of teachers reporting less time with family/friends by weeks of holidays taken Time for personal interests Similarly, those who take no summer holidays are more than half again as likely as those who take 9 weeks to report that work pressures result in less time for their own personal interests or hobbies (77.8% vs. 50%, Figure 7). Figure 7 Percent of teachers reporting less time for personal interests by weeks of holidays taken Health problems An astounding 37% of teachers report the presence of some health problems related to their work life (Figure 8). The connection between this variable and weeks of summer holidays taken is not as clear-cut as the other effects discussed above.20 There is, however, a clear distinction between those who took only 0 to 3 weeks of holidays and those who take 7 to 9: Teachers who took the minimum holidays to which they are entitled are half again as likely as those who took seven to nine weeks of holidays to report health problems resulting from work (45% vs. 31%). Figure 8 Percent of teachers reporting health problems due to work by weeks of holidays taken Wellness So what can we make of these relationships between time taken as summer holidays and the health and social effects drawn out by the survey? One way to look at it is through the concept of wellness, which is rapidly becoming part of mainstream thought. The University of California at Berkeley’s Wellness Letter defines wellness as “much more than simply the absence of sickness. It is optimal physical, mental, and emotional well-being, a preventive way of living that reduces—sometimes even eliminates—the need for remedies.”21 The focus is on personal responsibility, lifestyle choices, and prevention of disease and disability. There is mounting evidence that prolonged stress—especially that caused by isolation and a sense of lack of control—can result in wear and tear on the body, with potential consequences including heart disease, a weakened immune system, insulin resistance (potential for diabetes), and possibly cancer. While the figures from our survey cannot demonstrate a causative link between not taking enough of a break during the summer and health effects including fatigue, isolation, and specific health problems resulting from teachers’ working conditions, they do make a strong case for summer “down time” as an essential element of teachers’ wellness in the current teaching climate. Teachers who are physically and emotionally healthy are more likely to remain in the teaching profession, thus enhancing teacher retention in a time of potential teacher shortages. Holidays also give teachers time to reflect on professional practice, to step back and take stock, as da Vinci recommended to budding painters. Conclusion and recommendations Media distortions and misunderstanding about teaching. Media and public that put down the school system. General lack of respect toward the public school system from public and government. —Comments from survey respondents when asked to identify and explain the most significant aspect of workload or stress in their professional lives While there is a common misconception that teachers work from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. with generous holidays, the reality is that teachers work long hours during the school year and engage in paid work, unpaid work, and educational activities during the summer break. Our survey provides evidence that B.C. teachers are a highly professional group of people who invest their own time to serve their students, improve their own qualifications, complete projects, and prepare educational programs.22 Our data show that many teachers in B.C. are actually suffering from “phantom summer vacation.” While teachers ostensibly have two months off during the summer, it is rare for teachers to use all of this time as traditional holidays. Both the nature of teachers’ working lives in British Columbia today and our evidence, however, indicate that it is in the best interest of teachers, students, and the education system for teachers to have a sustained period of rest and recuperation during the summer break. Teachers are sensitive to negative commentary, yet, to protect their own health and well-being, some teachers may need to inure themselves to criticism from the media, public, and government and simply take their summer holidays without guilt. Unfortunately, stress and health problems commonly result from teachers’ attempts to subsidize an under-resourced system. Adequate funding for learning resources is essential to teachers’ health and the health of the system, as are competitive, adequate professional salaries that reflect teachers’ educational background and responsibilities. Adequate preparation time during the school year and allowance for year-end “clean-up” time would make for healthier schools and teachers. The current North American obsession with “minutes of instruction” and a growing emphasis on measurable outcomes interfere with a healthy learning environment.23 Possible future research could include a study of teachers who become ill or disabled. What factors contributed to these outcomes? How could these outcomes be prevented or attenuated? Another study could focus on teacher wellness, perhaps examining what coping strategies work to maintain teachers’ health. A stress prevention project, such as the pilot project undertaken by the Irish government and teachers, could be considered.24 Further research could also be done exploring gender-age-health interactions, including such factors as the relationship of vacation time taken and patterns of illness and disability among teachers. The existence of family-friendly policies may be one attenuating factor. One thing is clear: if teachers’ well-being is valued—and it should be, both for its own sake and for the sake of the public-education system—a sea change in understanding of and discourse about the nature of teachers’ work needs to occur. Contrast, for example, the following recent statements: (Washington) State school Superintendent Terry Bergeson, citing the terrorist attacks on the East Coast, yesterday called for a “declaration of interdependence” between educators, parents and communities to produce not just good test-takers, but informed and engaged citizens.… She said voters have demonstrated their faith in public schools through strong support of last fall’s Initiative 728 (class-size reduction) and I-732 (teacher cost-of-living allowance). She also noted voters passed $1.5 billion in local bonds and levies last spring and this fall…. She also said she wants to preserve funding for the two approved education initiatives and to support teachers. “Our children are our future, and we entrust that future to our teachers,” she told the crowd. Bergeson acknowledged…that teacher salary increases would be a tough sell amid a tough budget climate, but said she would fight for every cent and program to help retain quality teachers despite a nationwide shortage. “Bergeson on learning for life” by Debera Carlton Harrell Seattle Post-Intelligencer, November 17, 2001 A three-year spending freeze on the current $4.8-billion education budget can actually produce a better education system in B.C., Education Minister Christy Clark said Wednesday. “Education is going to be better in three years,” Clark said, suggesting new spending priorities will ensure money is targeted at student achievement. “I think in British Columbia we have a long way to go to improve our education system. It’s a very good one but there’s a lot we can do to fix it and improve it.” “Education ‘to be better’ despite freeze: minister” by Jim Beatty and Janet Steffenhagen The Vancouver Sun, October 4, 2001 “The tests showed we are doing well, there’s no question about that,” Education Minister Christy Clark said Tuesday, adding that everyone has a right to be proud, especially the students. “But I don’t think that’s an invitation for us to sit on our laurels [sic].” She said the system must be more accountable so that schools and school boards deal quickly with problems. “We need to know that we are improving year-on-year, not just how well we measure up to Brazil every three years,” Clark stated, referring to the country that came last in all three tests. “Test shows Canadian students are second-best readers in the world” by Janet Steffenhagen The Vancouver Sun, December 5, 2001 …(W)e support – in broad terms, though not necessarily every specific way – the determination of the provincial government to introduce some meaningful reforms. The people in the education industry – the bureaucrats, administrators, teachers, et al. – have been spending huge amounts of public money and delivering mediocre results. They’ve been allowed to try countless experiments – whole language instruction, child-centred learning, and more. And they haven’t delivered acceptable results. The public, we believe, has been patient with a second-rate system for too long. We wouldn’t put up with shoddy goods – one failure in four – coming from an industry, and we shouldn’t put up with it when it’s harming our children, our most treasured resource. “We’re getting shoddy goods from our education industry” Editorial, The Vancouver Sun , November 9, 2001 Evidence accumulated in this and other worklife studies can provide an accurate picture of teachers’ working lives on which media reports and public policy can be based, leading to improved working and learning conditions in the province’s public-education system, if the political will is there to do so. Replacing teacher-bashing and negative comments about public schools by the media, public and government with a supportive, respectful milieu in which true education can occur would go a long way to improving the work life of teachers and, consequently, the schools in which our children learn. ___________________________ (1) Most new teachers have completed five years of university and teacher education (Teacher Qualification Service Category 5), foregoing earnings, paying tuition and often accruing debt. See www.tqs.bc.ca/. [back] (2) A recent BCTF Research survey estimated that secondary English teachers in B.C. put in an average of 53.1 hours per week—“the equivalent of 54.9 weeks at 37.5 hours, almost three weeks more than there are in a full calendar year.” (“I love teaching English, but....”: A study of the workload of English teachers in B.C. secondary grades, by Charlie Naylor and John Malcolmson, BCTF Research, September, 2001.) Another recent study found: “Overall, the average teacher is now spending around 58 hours a week in paid and unpaid teaching work (over 47 hours) and directly related learning activities (over 11 hours).” (New Approaches to Lifelong Learning (NALL).) [back] (3) “Of all occupations examined, teaching was the most likely to entail extra hours (over 28% of teachers worked overtime between January and September 1997); furthermore, these hours were rarely paid for (95% of teachers were not paid for any overtime).” Doreen Duchesne, “Working overtime in today’s labour market,” Perspectives on Labour and Income, Statistics Canada Catalogue 75-001-XPE, Winter 1997, Vol. 9, No. 4. [back] (4) The questions of teacher workload and teacher stress during the regular school year are examined elsewhere in our Worklife 2001 series of reports. See www.bctf.ca/education/worklife. [back] (5) This is a crude average, i.e., not adjusted for contract type, FTE status, gender or age. [back] (6) This is a reflection of the growing proportion of teachers who are female: 70% of our respondents were female, compared to 68.3% of teachers. Ministry of Education Standard Report 2063, Average Gross Salary of Educators by Gender and Position Within School District, September 2000. [back] (7) This is a crude average, i.e., not adjusted for contract type, FTE status, or age. [back] (8) For more on this topic, see the section entitled “Paid work, unpaid work and leisure” in G.I. Joe meets Barbie, software engineer meets caregiver: Males and females in B.C.’s public schools and beyond, www.bctf.ca/ResearchReports/2000sd03/. [back] (9) The sub-sample size is quite small so the numbers in this section should be used with caution. [back] (10) This estimate must be used with caution as not all school districts offer summer school programs. [back] (11) The sub-sample size is quite small so the numbers in this section should be used with caution. [back] (12) The sub-sample size is quite small so the numbers in this section should be used with caution. [back] (13) The Ministry of Education has sponsored a Tuition Rebate Program allowing teachers access to up to $640 for taking courses in priority areas. The program is now under review. [back] (14) Ministry of Education Standard Report 2085, FTE educators by gender, experience and salary category (September 30, 2000). [back] (15) Ministry of Education Standard Report 2063, Average Gross Salary of Educators by Gender and Position Within School District, September 2000. [back] (16) 10.9% of women versus 5% of men hold a standard certificate or are working on a Letter of Permission. Ministry of Education Standard Report 2062, Certificates Held by Educators by Position by Gender Within School District, September 2000. For information on certificate types, consult the B.C. College of Teachers’ web site at www.bcct.ca/. [back] (17) The BCTF’s proposal called for increasing preparation time for elementary teachers to 225 minutes per week and for middle- and secondary-school teachers to 386 minutes per week. Negotiations 2001: Respective Positions of the Parties on a Number of Key Issues as of November 26, 2001, www.bctf.ca/bargain/negotiations2002/facts/positions.html. [back] (18) Correlation coefficient: r = -0.85. [back] (19) Correlation coefficient: r = -0.88. [back] (20) Correlation coefficient: r = -0.67. [back] (21) www.berkeleywellness.com [back] (22) It has been shown elsewhere that teachers also subsidize the system by investing their own scarce dollars in learning resources for the classroom. See, for example, “So where are the Learning Resources, and who paid for them?” at www.bctf.ca/ResearchReports/2001ei01/report.htmland “Teachers subsidize schools” at www.bctf.ca/research/list/archive/2000-01/2001-04-24.html. [back] (23) “Teachers in the United States consistently suggest that one of the biggest constraints on the rate and success of education reform is their lack of time for professional activities other than the direct instruction of students.” “Guarding teachers’ time” by Harold W. Stevenson, Education Week, September 16, 1998 (on the web at www.edweek.org/ew/vol-18/02steven.h18) reports on a study released by the U.S. Department of Education entitled Trying to beat the clock: Uses of teacher professional time in three countries, www.enc.org/topics/change/practice/world/document.shtm?input=ACQ-137042-7042. [back] (24) More information available at www.tui.ie/stress.htm. [back] Copyright © British Columbia Teachers’ Federation, 2001. All rights reserved.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=19888,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 2, October 2009  Corporate hucksters hijack Me to We Day By Conor Murphy As teachers and throngs of students from all over the Metro area filed into GM Place last Tuesday, September 28, for the Me to We Day, we were greeted by zealous teams of exuberant volunteers. These youth leaders worked the cavernous room so that by the time the lights dimmed in the hockey rink, it felt more like a revivalist gathering under a giant tent. After all, we were about to hear from some of the most inspirational and heroic figures of our time including anthropologist and environmental activist Jane Goodall, actress and human rights crusader Mia Farrow, and his holiness the Dalai Lama. The crowd of 16,000 erupted into a euphoric roar as television co-hosts Ben Mulroney and Tanya Kim took to the stage. Mulroney encouraged us all to take out our mobile phones and helped choreograph a glow-in-the-dark cell phone wave using the thousands of lighted screens. Cell phones, we came to learn, were a big part of this event. Telus was one of the key sponsors and for the next six hours we were captive to its logo and scrolling text messages projected on the bottom half of the massive video screens. At regular intervals, our handsome hosts reminded us to text our brilliant ideas to the Telus number displayed above. But the corporate huckster-ism did not stop here. A representative from every major sponsor had their turn at the podium to talk about their product and introduce the parade of passionate speakers and performers to the thousands of impressionable young people in the audience. The corporate elite from financial institutions, the hospitality industry, and media conglomerates were given the chance to link their brand to the social justice, peace, and environmental movement. One business celebrity, when asked what advice he had for the thousands of students in attendance, emphasized, above all, the importance of studying marketing in school. Even Premier Gordon Campbell, whose government policies have compounded the deep poverty in this province, was given an opportunity to address the enthusiastic crowd. Some of my teaching colleagues were uncomfortable about being at an event with such obvious corporate branding when its motto was “Be the Change.” Me to We is a private enterprise launched by brothers Craig and Marc Kielburger. The company’s website boasts that 50% of its after-tax net profits from selling books, music, t-shirts, and travel opportunities go to its charitable partner, Free the Children. (What happens to the other half of the revenue generated is not clear in its promotional material.) Free the Children, for its part, is an international network dedicated to “children helping children through education and development programs.” I began to worry that this audience, comprised of thousands of school-aged children, might be unable to deconstruct the conflicted messaging. Were they aware, for example, that the Disney corporation, on stage promoting its online Penguin Club, has an atrocious record when it comes to overseas labour practices? Did these kids understand that many of the companies taking the stage support governments committed to reducing or eliminating corporate taxes—revenue that otherwise might be used to look after the most vulnerable in our communities? Did these children recognize that our culture of mass consumption promoted by global companies has resulted in the heartbreaking human misery and overwhelming environmental degradation—problems they were being challenged to alleviate? Were they simply too young to recognize the hypocrisy of this extravaganza? The 12-year-old sitting next to me seemed oblivious to the contradictions. He devoured an overpriced basket of factory-farmed chicken nuggets as Jane Goodall alerted us to the continuing destruction of habitat threatening the chimpanzee. When the lights went up, the exhausted crowd of youngsters trudged up the stadium stairs that were now coated with a thin layer of spilled Coca Cola. As I headed into the overcast skies, I felt dispirited. How can any of us from the Me to We Day feel inspired to “be the change” when our bag full of free goodies is advertising a national drugstore chain? Conor Murphy teaches at John Henderson Elementary, Vancouver. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media last tweet "" @ - 12:00am Follow @ last post "" facebook/ - Jan 1st Like Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141006,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2014/09/tentative-agreement-yes-or-no.html?showComment0751410976766292,Staffroom Confidential: Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, September 16, 2014 Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Despite what I know was a herculean effort on the part of our bargaining team, I very much hope that BC teachers will vote no to the tentative agreement. After five weeks of strike, and twelve years of legal battles, this is not the deal that will restore sanity to public education and it is not a fair deal for teachers and students. Just as teachers in Saskatchewan rejected a deal to ensure a better outcome, I hope BC teachers will consider a no vote to let our team know we have to go back to the bargaining table. Class size, composition The agreement provided a modified LIF fund starting at $75 million per year and increasing to $85 by the last year. It is for teachers only, which will mean a slight improvement in Districts where sizeable portions were spent on Education Assistants or senior District staff rather than teachers. However, in an average size District like Victoria (20,000 students, 1,000 teachers), this will translate into about 5-10 more teachers. That is one for every five schools. To put it in comparison, Justice Griffin's judgement estimated the lost funding due to lost class size language at about $330 million in current dollars. (Read more here about the proposed Education Fund.) I heard so many teachers speak up about the need to ensure that we do not return to over-crowded classes when the strike ends. This agreement does very little to alleviate what is the most pressing issue. Throwing away the court victory The agreement provides a "reopener" in the event we win on appeal our class size language. What this means is that the language returns, but is not implemented until new language is negotiated. Without the actual implementation of the returned language, there will be very little incentive for the government to bargain it back. We would essentially be back in the very same position we are in today, with government trying to bargain it out and us trying to bargain it back in. In my opinion, even if we were legislated back to work we would be in a superior position. If we won the appeal the government would then be forced to implement the language. We are thus throwing away our historic court victory and the bargaining pressure it potentially creates. The reopener is really only mildly less offensive than E80. In both cases, we have to bargain back what was illegally taken from our contract and the government will probably never have to restore it. In fact, the "reopener" creates the perfect opportunity for government to lock us out to try and force us to agree to something far inferior. Throwing away the remedy for the last twelve years The agreement provides $105 million to compensate for grievances over-sized classes for the last twelve years. Using Justice Griffin's estimates, our loss is roughly $300 million times 12 = over $3 billion. I cannot fathom how $105 million is a fair compromise. The BCTF's original proposal to put this money back into the system was a more fair and productive approach. This agreement means we can no longer go to the courts for a fair remedy. Wages The agreement is very close to government's original offer. While I would be willing to accept this if the class size language was returned, teachers should not be taking such a significant monetary loss without the commensurate gain in working conditions. We have lost roughly 12% of our annual salary. We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut. Minimal improvements There are very minimal improvements in preparation time for elementary teachers (10 minutes per week), and TTOC daily rate. The TTOC daily rate change may depend on your grid placement. It could actually be a wage loss for long term TTOCs who are above category 5 and step 7. There is also $11 million in health and dental benefits. At 40,000 members, this is $275 each. Hardly worth consideration in the context of the rest of the agreement. What next? There are a variety of options if we vote no. We can continue the strike. We can choose to return to work and continue bargaining. We do not, and should not, accept an agreement that doesn't meet our needs and doesn't meet the needs of students and public education. When Saskatchewan teachers rejected the first deal which had 5.5% wage increases over four years, the second deal had 7.3% increases over four years. They have said this still isn't good enough. For us, our main issue is classroom conditions. We need to say this isn't good enough. The way to do that is to vote no. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 7:48 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 124 comments: Troy MooreSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:17 PM The EC recommendation states the open clause will be argued from restored language. However, selling our grievances for nothing as the 105 million is strike savings, is plenty of reason to vote no. Further, no composition caps, but a fund controlled by Superintendents is enough reason to vote no. Thursday I will vote no.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:06 PM Re-opener also says "education fund" in place until new language bargained, so old language can disappear forever.Delete Reply Mme RousseauSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:33 PM Government starved us to death hoping we'd vote yes to whatever deal they'd offer. Planned it from the start.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:07 PM We can sill choose (collectively) to return to work if we reject this deal. Many options.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:09 PM Great analysis, Tara! I think that returning to work would be a bad idea. This will frustrate parents more if they need to find new ways to deal with taking care fo kids. USe the money given to you by the other unions. I am a teacher who had to quit for stress over the terrible condition of work (split FI grade 4/5, several low LD kids with little support, one severe with no support, 2 gifted (no support), and a principal who expected me to teach 2 separate social studies AND science programs)Delete Reply Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:56 PM Good points by all but the gov't succeeded in starving my family out and completly breaking us. I will be voting YES and live to fight another dayReplyDelete Replies schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:21 PM 'Fight another day'? In the last twelve years that we have been pushing back against this government, never has the tide tide been so much with teachers, class size/composition, and public education - and never has the government been pushed back onto the ropes (especially with the call for binding arbitration). What 'other day' is being proposed that we wait for? Now is the time. Vote 'no' and give the BCTF bargaining team a renewed mandate to get a decent deal for students and teachers.Delete Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:10 PM "Another day" means to wake up and realize that 2more weeks means my family of 5 could lose our home. It means I will do all I can to recall Cc, Factbender, and other mla's, and maybe even having "a guy I know" have a chat with them. In year 1 of their reign, I don't believe they even know what "the ropes" are. I will vote YES ...for my family, and I can live with thatDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:12 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply Karen FergusonSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:03 PM Just a question: When the Saskatchewan teachers voted no, had they already been on strike for 5 weeks?ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM No. They are working with no contract. They are not on strike.Delete Shannon DavisSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:23 AM I am a Saskatchewan teacher. We are not on strike; we are currently in the conciliation process after voting "no" to 2 previous offersDelete Reply "Mama Rose"September 16, 2014 at 9:27 PM Can we truly return to work without agreeing and continue bargaining? When I suggested returning to work a few weeks ago, the answer was "being on strike puts pressure on the gov't and without pressure they have no reason to settle." And can you explain more how legislating us back would be better than agreeing to this deal? And finally, why would the BCTF executive put forward a deal that was not a good one?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:30 PM Because they need confirmation of the resolve of the membership to get something better. That is what a no vote does.Delete Reply Troylana MSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:28 PM some great points to ponder, tara......thinking thinking....ReplyDelete schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:43 PM If we vote 'no' to the tentative deal we still have options: We'd not have a contract. But we could... a) strike with full picket lines b) partially strike with phase 1 (work-to-rule) in schools c) partially strike with periodic/rotating job action d) continue negotiating e) return to work and re-escalate strike f) some/all of the above ReplyDelete Replies Caroline MackenzieSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:21 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:14 PM a) will expedite matters (I say less that 3 days)Delete Reply danabjornsonSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:05 PM I am thinking that a legislated, crappier contract would only be in effect for 2 years max (before elections...). If we take this offer, then we will be agreeing to this pseudo-E80. Should we win the court case (which we likely will), we will have to settle on the terms of the THIS negotiated contract which doesn't actually restore learning conditions; it simply allows for those conditions to be negotiated. If we say n, then we default to the 2002 contract, which DOES restore the language. A "yes" vote is saying that we are good on "crumbs"; a "no" vote is saying we want an actual meal. That's my understanding, anyway. Please correct me where I am wrong, Tara. :)ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:44 PM And word is IF they legislate, they could opt to legislate back Grade 10-12 only causing the union to have to lay off all teachers and re-hire based on seniority. That will tear the union at the seams pitting teacher against teacher for those positions. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:17 PM There will be a general strike if that were to happen! They better not do this. They will regret it.Delete Reply imaginefunlearningSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:09 PM Some good points on the background of our fight over the past 12 years, which I have been actively engaged in; however we need to recognize the climate we are in. We are not in Sask. people! We have just come through a very long summer!! We need to thank our @bctf bargaining team & recognize the toll this has taken on all of us & our families. I don't have the luxury of more time on the strike line. This may be as good as it gets. Let's read the agreement and consider getting back to work and making some $ again! That's my 2 cents worth, which would come in really handy right now!!!ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:18 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply RobSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:11 PM Go back in work to rule mode. Work this winter to recall every Liberal MLA. ThAt is the only way to apply pressure to these criminals. ReplyDelete Replies Kate RestonSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:03 PM Recall! Not sure who won the battle but the war is still onDelete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:14 AM Well said Kate... I agree 100%Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:20 PM I think say NO and a better deal will be done in less than 3 days. These guys are not criminals, they are lower than that. I bet they get a sick pleasure in hurting the kids and the teachers.Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:31 PM An official recall is in the works: https://www.facebook.com/groups/316129595235450/?fref=ts Please consider joining.Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:26 AM Leah - do you honestly think anyone who voted BC Liberal did so thinking that they would act any differently on the education file?Delete Reply JJSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:16 PM I am glad to see other members who share my views. I am outraged at a 1.2 percent "raise" in salary per year that doesn't even meet inflation of currently 2%. I feel used and abused.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:23 PM Not to mention all of the other pittance! I am actually surprised that Iker asked teachers to vote on this! Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:18 PM Hi Tara Thanks for the summary! Will we be able to vote NO to the deal, but vote YES to returning to work? Will there be three options when we vote Thursday? Why did the BCTF agree to a substandard deal for us? If we vote no to a deal that was recommended to us, the teachers look like the bad guys and public approval will plummet. I am very disappointed and frustratedReplyDelete Replies KataSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:12 AM Public approval will not necessarily plummet. I have seen strikes where the membership has voted against the executive's "best results to date", and ended up with a better offer. This offer is an insult. The $300 million will not bring funding to the national average (I believe). More importantly, the wage offer is half of the average wage increase for public and private workers (StatsCan). Delete Reply MontySeptember 16, 2014 at 10:19 PM Thank you, Tara. My thoughts too, more clearly expressed. As well, Thursday is too soon to vote, too soon to vote, too soon to vote........ReplyDelete Richard ChalkeSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:21 PM Vote no and lose every shred of public support...just sayin!ReplyDelete Replies UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:31 AM I am a member of the public and would support a "no" vote. js!.Delete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:01 AM Richard Chalke, NO you won't! I am a mother with 3 adopted special needs children who need to be in a class that is designed for them and others like them (my kids are academically slightly delayed but their issues are more social and behavioural) where they can receive the education they deserve taught in a way they can comprehend. I will speak now for all the parents I know, and we will support the teacher's if they continue to fight for our children's best interest.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:28 PM It might not be pretty at first, but once we explain things (and I hope the Mandarin-speaking teachers flood the Richmond organization that voiced their concerns), they will back us. The 3 billions that the judge came to is the first I hear about. This should be stated to every newsmedia comment section in the province. Minimize pickets and flood those outlets with commenters, just like the Liberals do. Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:45 PM I am a member of the public and a single Mother of a child in the public school system. You will NOT lose one bit of my support if you vote no. I know that you are sacrificing so that my child can have a better education, and I am most grateful for it. Having said that, I also know that you are exhausted and broke. I have been dreading that you may have to settle for less than what you (we) deserve because the government succeeded in breaking you. I am not in your shoes, so cannot judge. If the vote is a yes, I understand and I am still behind you. Delete Reply Alison RocheSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:25 PM It is a crap deal. It's always a crap deal. Once you raise the stakes to striking, anything else is a cave in. The last time we walked out was the 3 day illegal strike where I threw away 1200$ and got EXACTLY the same contract I had the year before. The BCTF called it a win because they didn't rip up MORE of my contract. Ridiculous. There are a few of us that believe that working to contract, doing 100% of your teaching job and nothing more (like paying for supplies out of your own pocket or EC) is the only way teachers will survive this government. What if they get re-elected again? Then what? Teachers have lost thousands to these clowns to make "statements" about the state of public education in this province. We can't keep sacrificing ourselves and our families. And in the meantime, you talk to parents about why you have to take this crappy road. Because up until this strike they mostly didn't care about the state of education, but god forbid you didn't run a Sports Day. Then suddenly they wanted to know what the hell was going on. Keep the conversation going in schools. Attend your PAC meetings and stop enabling this govt to underfund and overwork the system. And still get paid!ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:20 AM I am very excited at the prospect of returning to my beloved job on Friday. However I will NOT continue to put my personal money into my classroom and I will be seriously reconsidering my involvement in extra curriculars. I think we shoot ourselves in the foot with all the unpaid work we so willingly volunteer to do. Delete Reply FCSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:38 PM I heard a rumour last week from a loose lipped government insider that after the 22nd, depending on the outcome of the negotiations the Liberals were going to announce a 3 step process. I was not clear if this was based on 3 steps to resolve the strike (perhaps the 3rd step is legislation??) or 3 steps to overhaul the education system, either way, they will settle it outright. I wish you all luck and all the information that you need to make a sound decision of what you feel is best.ReplyDelete Replies Lisa BurrowsSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:53 PM I have heard similar rumours. On the 23rd, the gov. was planning on introducing a $6000 per year voucher system for 3 choices: an academic or trades program, or something called EducationCanada. Not clear whether their intention was to privatize the public system, de-certify teachers and hire them back under new wage/benefits. Not clear where these rumours originated from. Maybe fear tactics to get teachers to vote yes. In any event, I plan on voting yes. I signed up to be a teacher, not a martyr. This strike has cost us a lot. We need to regain our livelihood and hopefully continue the conversation about class composition. We have at least awakened many people to the issue, and the court case is still an avenue that could eventually improve teaching and learning conditions.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:33 PM I urge all teachers to fight and say NO to this deal. Retired teacher who had to retire because horrendous work conditions. Make me proud. They will not last long if you say NO! I know this is tough, but there is money and I hear that Van City does offer loan at low to 0 %. Banks do allow you to miss a mortgage payment. Go talki to your banker.Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM Will school districts require teachers to make up missed days, as suggested in the media? Will the school calendar be changing to make up for the missed three weeks and if so will we be made aware of those changes PRIOR to the vote? ReplyDelete KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:41 PM "Wages..... We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut." And that is the cost of going on strike!!! There is nothing that can be done about that. You cannot go on strike and put up the raise you want every week to compensate for your time on strike - it doesn't work that way.ReplyDelete Replies Drew StevensonSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:59 AM I believe the missing "..." Suggests that they meant to refer to the losses against inflation since the last wage step increase. Thus this contract does not allow us to recover the buying power lost to inflation since the last non contract or "0%" year. Add those up and compare against the proposed increase and you see that by the end of the contract, we won't be able to afford the same value of goods (loaves of bread, watts of energy, litres of gas) that we could at the end of the last contracts term. It was not a comment about wages that were lost in the strike. Those are really small potatoes when compared to the grinding power of inflation over years and years. The next contract will use this latest for a bench mark so these losses to inflation will grind at all teachers for as long as they teach. A death of a thousand cuts to our ability to afford basic goods and services. Any raise less than inflation is a cut to the value placed on us and on our ability to pay our bills. Delete Reply Ed SSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:09 PM Having lost $20,000 (including summer school wages) as the single income for a family of five is far too much; I will be voting YES to the deal, unless the independently wealthy teachers out there who wish to continue the strike will pay my bills and mortgage for me.ReplyDelete Replies Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:14 PM I feel ya. Yes for meDelete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:18 AM Ed S. With all due respect (and I mean that), how did you lose $20,000 in the strike? Teachers were out 2 weeks (all out) before they were supposed to be in June, and now 3 weeks for the start of school? It is my understanding that teachers don't get paid through the summer months. Please correct me if I'm wrong, wherever I'm wrong. Shouldn't you have been financially alright for the summer months at least? Also all teachers knew this strike had a possibility of extending into the new school year but no one teacher budgeted for this possibility? I'm truly just trying to get a clear picture of where this all stems. NO disrespect intended.Delete BlairSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:12 AM Kelly, not Ed but if you look at the numbers there was the 10% lockout haircut in May/June plus the loss of most of June and the loss of much of September. In our 1 teacher (1 non) household we calculated a $9 K - $10 K loss so far. If you add summer school earnings you can easily make the loss in the $20 k zone. As for budgeting, we budget for the summer, but did not expect the 10% haircut, nor the loss of June/Sept days which completely messed our budgeting calculations. A very good friend (single teaching mother) was crushed by the loss of the June income and is without a penny today.Delete Mr. SmoothSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:35 PM The only one who didn't get a haircut was Jim Iker... and he needs one more than anyone else. What's with that over-coiffed 70"s mullet Jim? Does wonders for the BCTF brand image!Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:55 PM Jim's hair is not open for discussion in a respectful space like this. As for his salary, he is a teacher who does not get paid when we are on strike.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:04 PM Totally agree!Delete Reply Mr. GSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:24 PM If I thought they could do any better I would agree with voting NO, but you have to be realistic. The BCTF does not use professionals to bargain and always ends up with much less than they promise the membership when asking for a strike vote. While this is not a great deal for teachers, I really think you're fooling yourself if you think it'll get any better.ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:02 AM BCTF needs to be replaced with younger more adept representatives and advocates. Also, we should be hiring professional contract negotiators - you don't go into battle with cut throat corporate types with a wooden knife. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:37 PM This is BAD deal! Say NO to it and show those (expletives) that we will not take it anymore! Come on! Show them that teachers have a spine! They will respect us, oddly!Delete Reply retaSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:51 PM I agree with Richard. Those in the public that are uniformed would be furious, and there are many teachers who just can't afford to use their wages as their voice any longer - too much has already been donated to the government. In my opinion, the deal is pretty lame. I am sitting on the fence.ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:24 AM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:26 AM So true!!! I cannot afford to fight this battle for public education any longer. Why is this my personal and professional obligation??? However I think this deal is weak weak weak. I also think its the best we are going to get. Ideologically I'm on the fence but my wallet will vote YES.Delete Reply SirThinksToo MuchSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:54 PM My wife and I will be voting "Yes" on Thursday for it is the middle path. The easy path would have been for us to go back to school with E-80 & E-81 over our heads. The difficult path would be for us to vote "No" and put our mortgage at risk and having to continue asking retired parents for handouts to feed a family with three kids. The middle path is the wisest choice for us considering the current political climate in which those who do not teach are the quickest to judge it harshly.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:41 PM I understand that this is really tough for you! I almost died teaching a few month ago. I had to quit. Please consider holding on and say no. Remember the short loss in salary will be offset in the LONG-RUn by better salary increase. This is a joke! They will be laughing at you even more if we accept this. This is a very bad deal! However, I do respect your position!Delete Reply DaleSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:16 AM Why would classroom conditions be better on October 9th after being legislated back? We have been outplayed because of our stubborn refusal to outdated, tired old tactics. It is because of these actions that have led us to this terrible deal. Time to reset, regroup and stock up for the long haul. Can't do it if half the members commit hara kiri on themselves. We are a union of professionals not a cult. ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:49 AM Could not agree more.Delete schreck!September 17, 2014 at 9:44 AM Could you please advise which tactics you believe could have been used to secure a superior deal?Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:47 AM Full disclosure: I'm a BC Liberal supporter. The only people who would benefit from a NO vote are the BC Liberals. Teachers would be bargaining with no leverage whatsoever and would be viewed by a large segment of the population as unreasonable. The BC Liberals then get portray themselves as the only party capable of dealing with the BCTF. schreck! says that the BCTF has the government on the ropes, but he couldn't be farther from the truth. The government wants people to view the BCTF as their primary opponent. Disputes like this just shore up the BC Liberal base and protect its right flank. Any half-baked recall campaign will only reinforce that. It's true teachers aren't going to recoup the lost wages from the strike. I would suggest to you that that means this job action was probably not in teachers' interests, especially without any sort of appreciable strike fund. This is the best deal teachers were ever going to get with this government and people should have been able to recognize that in June. If you want my advice (which you probably don't), it would be to spend the next 5 years building up a strike fund, electing better leaders, and hiring a professional negotiating team. Don't bring a knife to a gunfight and expect things to go well. Focus on getting the best deal you can from whoever the government is rather than trying to change the government, the HST, Kinder Morgan or a thousand different issues that distract from education and erode the union's finances further. You'd be doing yourself a favour, and probably doing the NDP a favour at the same time. Also, if schreck! is David Schreck, you can thank his opposition to STV for the last two BC Liberal majorities. I know I do.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:11 PM One step would be to stop making political contributions to the NDP. This only contributes to the childish animosity and lack of trust that has constantly characterized negotiations. How else can the Socreds/Liberals view teachers except as enemies when they so publicly support their opponents. This stupid confrontational immature approach has to STOP!!!!! Education should not be a political fight when it is so obviously a valuable benefit to our society. It was an NDP government that legislated teachers back to work in 1993. Stop making education a political fight.Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:10 PM I don't think they have to go that far. CUPE and the Nurses still contribute to the NDP yet they don't have the same acrimonious relationship. CUPE and the Nurses just make their members their priority, and broader advocacy second.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:55 PM Ryan (possibly a Liberal paid commenter), with all due respect, I disagree with you. The cumulative increase in lieu of this will be better. Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can. I say to Iker, ask for 6% over 3 years because these people love to play the 15% over 15 year game to make it so big on the surface. Some people think that this is 15% every year. Believe me! I have seen it in comment sections. Others believe that the 15% is too high not understanding that they must divide things over the duration of the contract. It is time that we play it smarter. It is time to put the foot down and ask for money given to us by other unions, if it is needed. Banks can accept one late mortgage payment. It would be suicidal for them to not help. Imagine the possible damage if that ever leaks out. They could lose a lot in teacher money. I for one would pull my money out of a bank in support! Teachers are going to show this government that we have a spine! Enough is enough! Aren't you tired of being treated like kids? (Retired teacher who almost died in a car accident because of work conditions that were horrendous. I had to quit.)Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 AM Not paid by the BC Liberals. I pay them actually... :/ I imagine astroturfers of any affiliation wouldn't disclose their bias. "Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can." How did that work in May 2013? If the teachers reject a contract that their own union endorsed, it will make teachers seem unreasonable. Whether that perception is true or fair is irrelevant. It's what will happen, and teachers will be weaker as a result. Take my advice. Build up a strike fund and focus on the internal governance of the BCTF for the next 6 years. You'll be better off for it. Or not. I don't mind you or others making it easier for the party I support to get elected. I'd just rather not see kids and teachers hurt in the process.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:37 AM Ah! The "don't-hurt-kids" card, hey, when you have underfunded education for 12 years! WOW! That takes the cake! Are your trolling? Oh! You are serious? :) Would you be surprised if I don't follow your advice, considering your lack of logic? Would you be surprised if others don't follow your advice? It is ttue that bullies like you and your ilks love to show who is the boss, who is the teacher now! I suspect that is at the root of the problem! No one wants to fail in school! No one wants to get the strap! Sad that today's teachers don't like it too! But, who cares, we are ... teachers! We deserve it! BAH! BAH! BAH!Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:22 PM That's fine. I look forward to another 16 years of BC Liberal government.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:41 PM 16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate! Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan! Sociopaths do that!Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 9:35 AM "16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate!" 16 years of our opponents still don't understand why they lost. Like I said, that's fine with me. If I said the Liberals would be in power for at least another 13 years back in 2004 you probably would have laughed too. Heck, if I told you on May 13 last year that the BC Liberals would be reelected on May 14 you'd probably have laughed too. And you were wrong. Why is that? Answer that question if you want the NDP to win the next election. Without a correct answer to it, the NDP's cause is hopeless. "Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan!" You feel they are flawed, and that's fine. I don't go around calling people who disagree with me sociopaths, nor do I accuse them of being paid shills. But I also don't feel much need to address your ad hominems. There are logical arguments to support your position, but argumentum ad hominem is not one of them. It's a textbook logical fallacy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 1:15 PM Ah! Now I get it! It is all ego-based! You think because you voted the winning party that you are a winner and we are losers! You think because you predicted that the Liberals would win, you are winner. That does not make YOU a winner or the Liberals! It is called DEMOGRAPHICS, you expletives. The baby boomers are getting old and because they have more assets and won't make a whole lot more for too long, they need to vote a govn't who is going to do just that! It is not rocket science! WOW! You think you are so superior when your party stole an election with 47% of the popular vote. That's not a majority and your party should not have been elected. BTW, did you delete from your ethical memory the words Ethnic voting scandal? The field is slanted and you know it. However, you are so willing to minimize, forget the scams and bad fairplay tactics like a sociopath is allowed to minimize or ignore his or victims emotions that you don't see that you are the loser, we are the victim of your constant bullying. 1% wage increases after years of 0% increases and you can justify that when Yahoo reports that the average Canadian can hope to get 2.5% this and next year: https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html You Liberals behave like fascists, but we can't call you that because that's not allowed! Well! Guess what? It is and you are. Live with it! You keep on dreaming you are a genius! :) I am retired, getting soon a nice pension, and laughing at you from a beach somewhere! AHAHA! Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 2:14 PM What's with the name calling Peter? For someone claiming to be retired you really don't show the wisdom of age. For someone who talks about logic, you use logical fallacies like ad hominems a lot too. It's a fair point that the BC Liberals didn't get a majority of the vote (and I'm a very big supporter of electoral reform). The BC Liberals + Conservatives did though, and I don't think it's realistic to expect the BC Conservatives to have been more generous had they been part of government. Last time I checked I just voted. I didn't "victimize" anyone. Perhaps your rage is misplaced. If you think the election was "stolen" I'm afraid I have to question your grasp on reality though. "Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?" I'm glad you'll have a pleasant retirement Peter. I have no ill will towards you. I'm not sure why you think I do. I'm not saying people were *right* to vote BC Liberal. That's a matter of opinion. All I'm saying is people *did* vote BC Liberal. More voted BC Liberal than BC NDP for the last 5 elections in a row actually. You need to understand why that happened in order to change it for the next election. Clearly you're not interested in that though. Which is fair enough. Just remember next time you're upset about something the BC Liberals do that your lack of interest is part of why the BC Liberals get elected at all.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 3:23 PM I love your culture --or the lack of thereof! Guess what, stop thinking averybody is white and must follow your little rules. Namecalling? Sociopath? Whaaaat? And, what if you are? Still can't call you that? :) You fascist right-wingers are big on censorship! I just don't like you giving us lessons on how to get the NDP in. As stated, people are voting right of the NDP because it is a matter of demographics and a little ethnic vote buying on the side. The rest is mumbo jombo. Yes, of course, they will have to go on strike in the future and yes they will have to build a strike fund. The Liberals stole that from the BCTF too! And, you wonder why I don't have any respect for them? Yes, electoral reform is needed! We agree!Delete Reply JJ GeorgeSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:46 AM As a parent, I support the teachers and respect whether they choose to vote yes or no. However I noticed a discrepancy here from other information I've read regarding prep time for elementary teachers. Here it states minimal improvement to prep time - only 10 minutes per week being added. Elsewhere I read that it is 100 minutes per week for prep, increasing by an additional 10 minutes in the final year. That is a significant difference, and worth noting. Or have I completely misunderstood?ReplyDelete Replies Anne-MarieSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:59 AM Elementary teachers currently have 90 minutes of preparation time per week so an increase to 100 minutes per week is only gaining 10 minutes. In other provinces and some private schools they have as much as 45 minutes of prep time per day.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:56 PM Thank you for inquiring!Delete DW ZSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:57 PM You're right JJ George. There is a significant difference around the province regarding preparation times. In my district elementary teachers currently get 100 minutes of prep time. This new proposal is useless to me. I'll have to wait 6 years to gain an extra 10 minutes. Delete Reply UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:11 AM Almost nobody gets cost of living adjustments. Also inflation is NOT 2%. Do some research and look at the CPI for BC over the last 24 months. The average over the last 2 years is 0.7%, not 2%. The CPI changes every month so you cant just look at the highest month and declare that THE inflation rate. Check out the 12 month averages document for the actual numbers. http://www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/StatisticsBySubject/Economy/ConsumerPriceIndex.aspx All that being said I support the teachers. if you think this is a bad deal as a parent my dream would be for the teachers to vote no but continue bargaining because I do think the kids need to be in school and I do fear that the teachers will lose all support if the strike continues. All I ask as a parent is that you do your own research and try not to be swayed by all the opinions. ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:01 AM Inflation for August was 2.1% (http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/economy/cpi-report-expected-to-reveal-rise-in-canadas-core-inflation-rate/article20593943/). The CPI is a year-over-year calculation.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:43 AM Inflation should be looked at as a yearly average, not an individual month.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:34 PM The lawyers do not believe we have compromised our court deal. Our leadership would not have sold us out. We dodged a bullet. The Premier had something loaded even if we are not sure what it was. The idea that we could simply return to work is not guaranteed. I think a no vote could easily lead to the Liberals locking us out again because the Premier wants to crush us and she will use any excuse. She did not want to take the advice of her people and do this deal. I am certain a plan for drastic action (where we have to take the concessions they had planned) or worse - was in place. We can't guarantee the press will do any better job explaining the complexities should we say no. They rarely sided with us in markets outside of Vancouver where people are more political and they often misled or allowed others to mislead. They are not helping and would sensationalize. This would see dissolution of support very quickly - especially if we asked for wages. (Though admittedly it angers me that we can't ask for wages without being accused of being greedy when that is what most bargaining units do). But we have argued this is about kids and while this is not ideal - it is better to have teachers than not. The deal does suck in that it does not bring us to par - but this fight needs to be won with a strategy that is political and capacity will do that in another round. We have some support - but it is limited to the choir. We need to have the pews too. We need to build that capacity while working and continue to find allies because the fight is bigger than most people want to consider. This is about ideology and about privatization. Education always was political but never more so than now and we have to fight this party or the conservatives who would do the same or worse. No teacher who is responsible can ignore the politics any longer. That is simply the truth. If you work in the system you better get informed and you better be prepared to fight until retirement for the system. That said, I want to ask the same question others are asking: Why is this the job of 42,000 teachers and not the job of all citizens who want equality to fight for this right? It is time (while the conversation is still on-going and up to and including election night) for us to guide the public where we can but mainly play our part by not propping the system up. Make poverty known. Make noise about shortfalls, ask questions (in the media or in board offices ) about who is going to fix it instead of paying ourselves, volunteer some but wait for the pubic to step up so they see what schools lack. I hate the deal too. But I trust Vince Ready and Iker and I don't think we could have done better right now. I think we dodged a bullet because I have read everything this government has put out and followed the trail. They plan to privatize and they are just looking for the route. Voting YES for now does not mean we are giving up. It does not mean a win in the way we wanted but we have won a battle that will lead to us winning the war. If we don't rest up and stock up we might not get there.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:57 PM Well, if it is bigger than just this battle, then we will need ALL the unions to strike if they do indeed use drastic (draconian) measures. I say it is time for ALL of the unions to call a general strike. I guarantee that they will not like that one bit. What will they do then? Call the army? :) People in Europe, at the end of the 19th century stood up in mines. General strikes do occur in Europe and have. If you think you had it tough, think of them who stood tall for US in tougher times and conditions. Make sacrifices. Sell furniture. Tutor on the side. Ask for the BCTF money. Ask your banker to help. As friends and relatives. If we say NO, it won't last long. If they legislate us back, let's call a general province-wide strike of all unions. Delete Reply Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:47 AM Between CC's smug smile as she celebrates slaughtered teachers and Jim Iker's goofy grin - seemingly unaware that he has been a willing puppet, I am thoroughly disgusted. Over the next 5 years, teachers will be in an increasingly bad situation financially, classrooms will continue to be too large and complex with increasing medical, social and environmental issues impacting academic delivery. It could not be less obvious that things will continue to worsen. The Liberals have ensured that BC is rapidly becoming the Canadian Monaco for rich off shore interests and wealthy corporations. Soon the underpaid "workers" will have to be bussed in daily to Vancouver - Asian style. The only recourse is to move to just about any other province and bring in up to $100,000 more over the six years with much less cost of living. So we are bailing, encouraged by friends who have gotten positions in Manitoba and Alberta. My colleagues and I discovered through contacting several school boards across Canada that specialist (special needs and behavioural) and secondary science teachers are in particular demand. I want to work in a professional, respectful environment where the needs of all children are considered a priority and where I feel inspired to do my best. However, I want my vote to reflect the wishes of teachers who will be here over the next 6 (5) years, so very much appreciate your blog and opportunity to read the comments.ReplyDelete Bert SlaterSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:11 AM To vote YES will throw away 12 years of effort, and 2 victories in BC Supreme Court. To vote YES will be to snatch defeat from the jaws of victory. If you vote YES what bargaining power do you think you will have - the government will do nothing, and then what do you think you will do - take job action? PLEASE VOTE NO.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:59 PM Time to show you have a spine!Delete Reply RodSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:06 AM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Cool HandSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 AM Wouldn't a 'No' vote be a vote of no confidence in the BCTF itself?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:02 AM Not at all. It is just a message to the leadership we need to do better. The strength of the union is the members, and we support the leadership by giving them direction through democratic means.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:40 PM I disagree. How else can a recommendation by the EC to vote yes be interpreted? Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:00 PM I am sure people will interpret this both ways, but it is a vote. If it is supposed to be a "Yes", because it might be interpreted one way, then why bother having a vote?Delete Kate TSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:07 AM Yes , it would be. I don't think we could come out much better than this with this government. How will a No obtain that? Christy will be happy, she can declare the BCTF gone and roll out her plan to privatize. Delete Reply David DeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:06 AM A no vote would be a rejection of a the court victories defied by the government and an inadequate deal containing some vague promises that won't meet the needs of teachers or students on class size and other important issues.In Ontario elementary teachers get 200 minutes of prep time per 5 day cycle. I know there is financial hardship, but the union has received close to $2 million in donations from other unions; is there no way of accessing hardship funds? At minimum, vote no and return to work on work to rule with various strike options.ReplyDelete Erica JonesSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:25 AM This article actually makes me so mad. It is NOT better for the kids that they have missed almost all of june and all of september. This is what you signed up for in BC as a teacher. Get on board or GET OUT.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:20 PM Is this really what teachers signed up for? At my high school, each class has about 30 kids, with an average of 17 kids per classroom with an identified learning disability. Our district says that there should be no more than 4 kids per classroom.. How do you expect non-specialist teachers to help each student when over half of them require more resources because of a learning disability? Furthermore, are you generalizing the "better-ness" to all the kids in BC? Because I don't think that it would be better if kids went back considering the learning environment isn't up to par. There are barely any Education Assistants, and support teachers for the multitude of children who need them. While I recognize and appreciate your enthusiasm for education, please realize that the public school system isn't a daycare. Also, please think about your words and the learning environment prior to speaking out. By the way, we're not an autocracy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:08 PM I can understand your frustration! Understand mine! I almost died at 7:30 pm one night returning from teaching a FI split class with several students who did not get enough support or no support at all. The principal expressed to me that he expected me to teach 2 different social studies programs and 2 different science programs. ANYONE I talked to knows that this is impossible to do, especially in French Immersion when kids get no support at home and books are often too hard for students to read. I had to quit my job. I did it for me and did it for the kids. I was like a surgeon who is asked to operate on 5 patients with an old scalpel with 2 inexperienced nurses. Predictably, 4 patients would die and I would be reprimanded! Teachers are put in terrible conditions and kids too. I hope you have the openmind to consider the reality of this honest personal anecdote. I also wish you to understand that this is likely not an isolated incident. What will it take? A kid to commit suicide because he or she is not getitng enough support?Delete Reply hilarySeptember 17, 2014 at 10:29 AM It is incorrect to equate lost funding with what the teachers would have received in grievances. The two are not equivalent. The starting position of the BCTF was $225M, so they never expected $3B to resolve grievances. I'm also interested to know where you get your figures on overcrowded classrooms. A recent Globe and Mail article says that classrooms are, on average, smaller than the caps set in 2002.ReplyDelete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:36 AM The signing bonus should be roughly $2500 each: 105 million divided by 41 thousand.ReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:53 AM It is not that simple. The $105 million is to be allocated by the union. The term "signing bonus" has been crossed off on the signed document. Some of that money may be used to pay union debts. Don't know this but clarification would be useful.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:16 PM Just quoting from the CBC news website, "And finally there are details of $105-million fund to settle grievances stemming from the ongoing court case. The BCTF says that money will be given out as a signing bonus, with specific amount yet to be determined."Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:34 AM I think it would be smart to put at least part of it into your strike fund.Delete Reply WheelsSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:55 AM If the money is used as a signing bonus, it should be based on FTEReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:12 PM Yes I am sure it will be based on FTE. The question is how much of the $105 Million is actually distributed. This is up to the union, and I am told that it is yet to be decided.Delete GuruSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:44 PM And don't forget all the retired teachers who are entitled to a share of it.Delete Reply Geoff OrmeSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:18 PM In another discussion of this someone suggested that under BC Labour Law a no vote means rejection of the proposed deal, and that means the strike continues until either: - the union in question elects to stand down - another tentative deal is presented or - the government imposes a legislated contract. I think the last of these is the most likely, and I believe the legislated contract would be draconian and brutal. What do you think, Tara? Also, I would appreciate your thoughts on Sandy Garossino's comments at https://storify.com/Garossino/should-teachers-accept-the-contractReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:14 PM If this is so, in a few month (likely a couple of years), teachers will win so much more with a Supreme Court judgment! It is possible that the Liberals know that the higher courts are stacked by Liberal judges (that is what happen when judges are chosen, not elected). In any case, a negative settlement (or not a great judgment) will galvinize the public to reform the way the Supreme court judges are being chosen. I doubt that any govn't will want that to happen. A legislated contract will make the LIbs look like sociopaths and dictators.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:47 PM Peter I think you are expecting far too much from the public, many of whom are only paying attention to this matter due to kids being home from school. The public are not remotely this savvy on the political process.Delete Reply IslanderSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:09 PM I am a continuing education teacher. We have it even worse and we are not listened to enough about our poor conditions. Those include no prep time (and we do have to mark and do report cards many times a year sometimes and commonly for 30 students in a class), travelling to different schools with no compensation, and having next to no breaks in between 3 hour classes. I worked for two years with no lunch break and taught 6 hours straight (just 15 min. breaks) to be told, "don't complain since there are others who will do it". We then got 15 min. breaks in between classes. Most of our students are wealthy immigrants, many who try to stay in classes as long as possible since the classes are free. After spending a year in Germany, I realize how better organized it is where the immigrants pay to learn the language on a sliding scale, and have to pay for a student book as well for each class. We do not even have text books, but photocopy so much at tax payers' expense. This is not right. I then teach summer school since we were not on a 12 month continual salary and most of those students are also immigrants (at least 75%). This is also free and it is becoming so common and the new immigrants know this is free babysitting and tutoring. I think one main problem is that we have so many new immigrants in our classes who need ESL like this article states about our inclusion style of education nowadays: http://www.vancouversun.com/life/Shelley+Fralic+trouble+with+schools/10203596/story.html I am honored to be teaching and like my job, but it does get exhausting especially since I need two or three jobs to pay the mortgage that I now no longer have.. back to renting since it all I can afford in this city that has become so expensive. And many don't realize that it is very very difficult to get to full time work as a teacher here. There was a formula that made it take about 10 years to get to f/t (now finally changed). I have been without pay for 3 months, and now had to finally rent a place in anticipation of returning to work, so I have to vote "yes", but please keep the comments coming for what alternatives we have. Maybe we have to just educate the public in a better way than picketing; maybe get out and walk around malls and talk to people and hand out pamphlets on how this liberal government is hurting this. Most Asians (probably just the new who are from such a different system) are already against the teachers since they do not seem to understand what is going on. http://www.vancouversun.com/Business/asia-pacific/Chuck+Chiang+Many+Asian+families+place+blame/10202757/story.htmlReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:17 PM First of all, myn thoughts are with you! I think your ideas about using different strategies is smart. Picketing is not a very good strategy to let people know about things. I think using the membership to flood media comment sections would be more effective. Going to talk to the public might be a good idea along with this, I think. Phone the BCTF and ask for support.Delete Reply Marsha HolleySeptember 17, 2014 at 1:36 PM A teachers wife Vote no you have come to far to back down. It is a -----Y DEAL. ReplyDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:45 PM Ask yourself WHY teachers cannot get 1/2 of the average increase in salary of the private sector? (The Libs will tell you because there are sooooooo many teachers, but I also hear that there are provinces where there is a need for teachers!) TORONTO - A new study says that Canadians, on average, can expect about the same size salary increase next year as in 2014. Human resources consultants Pal Benefits says a survey of 401 organizations, mainly in Ontario, Alberta and British Columbia, projected salary increase for 2015 at an average of 2.79 per cent. That was almost unchanged from the 2.74 per cent average increase projected in last year's survey. Meanwhile, in addition to the average salary increase remaining relatively steady year over year, the survey found that the percentage of employers who plan to freeze salaries appears to have stabilized at eight per cent —in the same percentages as was projected in 2014. Breaking down the numbers further, the survey found the average salary increase anticipated in the engineering, financial services and high technology sectors was three per cent. That compared with an average of 2.5 per cent on the low end for organizations in durable manufacturing. https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.htmlReplyDelete "Mama Rose"September 17, 2014 at 9:12 PM I used to agree with you, Tara, and appreciate you bringing these items to your blog to get us all thinking. But after a very long night and day of research and discussion, I realize I will be voting yes tomorrow. Here is why: I don't care about salary or benefit increases. That is not why I went on strike. I don't care if this tentative deal is not good for teachers. That's not why I went on strike either. For me, the single most important issue is class size and composition. I want to work in a classroom where I have enough time and resources available to me to adequately help all the students I teach. And while it is true that this tentative deal will not change anything in the classrooms right now (or at least most of our classrooms), I realized that we couldn't actually make changes in that area because the issues of cs and c is before the courts. When I made that connection and realized that this round of bargaining was really about a "good enough" agreement regarding wages, then the deal seems, well... good enough. BUT, the best part, is the language the BCTF legal team made around the furture court decision (the re-opener). They have it in writing that if we win the court case (which is likely) and when we have to start bargaining class size and comp again (that is exactly what Justice Susan Griffin said we would have to do) we will be STARTING from the 2002 levels. To make this simple to understand, I explained it to my friends using a number line. With this new language, the BCTF starts the next round of bargaining at say a 50. The government will want us to go to 10 or 15, and we'll compromise and end up maybe 25. But WITHOUT that language, we would have started bargaining at a 10 and only gone down from there. So I do believe it is the best deal possible, it still factors in the biggest issue (from my perspective), we do not lose the important gains of the past, and most importantly, everyone gets to go back to school.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 PM Mam Rose, I appreciate your point of view and your courage. However, let me point out to you and the readers that a decision at the BC supreme court might not turn out the way teachers anticipate. We all know that judges are appointed and who does the appointing? "All justices of the BCSC (including the position of Chief Justice and Associate Chief Justice) are appointed by the federal cabinet, on recommendation of the Minister of Justice. Masters are appointed by the provincial cabinet, on recommendation of the Attorney General in consultation with the Chief Justice." (Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Supreme_Court_of_British_Columbia) Now, I would like to think that all of those people are objective, but they are appointed and we know that there are political appointments. They have a lot of discretion over the laws and judgments. I am willing to bet that the BC Liberals do know this and are betitng the farm (or do they know something we don't know) that the Supreme Courts are stacked against teachers? So, I am not sure if we can count on a WIN if we proceed with the court ruling. I think we would be better to negotiate and negotiate a better deal.Delete Reply retaSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:57 AM Yes...no...yes...no...The last two days have been this. I’ve read so many articles and comments over the past few months and, I can say, I have learned a lot. I know this is not a great deal for teachers right now. I will be voting yes. This is why… 1. The children. Without going into the multiple issues (e.g., grad, post secondary, trades, sports, global education/trips, planned activities, those with varying degrees of special needs, those that need a soft place to land, etc., etc.) the children need to get on with their education. 2. The parents. For many parents, this strike is a financial burden. We do not like to be called baby sitters, but for many living below the poverty line, school is a financial relief. Winter is coming; gas bills will be expensive. 3. Poverty. Remember, BC has the highest child poverty rate in Canada. Schools feed and clothe numerous children. 4. The other systems educators work collaboratively with. MFCD, CYMH, foster parents, group homes, and the multitude of non-profit agencies that support vulnerable children and families are bursting at the seams. We are a part of that team. 5. CUPE. While some have been paid during this strike, that money is coming from districts. It was not provided by the government. And, CUPE is a partner in education - from the bus drivers to the tech dept to custodians to secretaries to EAs and so on. 6. Small Businesses. In our little towns, the school district is the number one employer. There is a direct cause-effect relationship between loss of wage and loss of business. 7. Money. The amount of money that is needed to reverse the erosion of the public education system over numerous years cannot be recouped in one sitting. This agreement is a start. It’s not much but the stage has been set. 8. THE COURT CASE. That is why we were on strike. All the other stuff could have been resolved months ago, but our government was working hard to make the court case go away. Well, it still exists. I consider that the victory. We live to fight another day (as rhetorical as that sounds) AND I hope people actually read the ruling and think critically about how a loss could impact the future of the Charter of Rights, and the power of government to contravene those rights. I am guessing we will vote to ratify as so many fear “what’s next?” from this government. It’s nasty business, and I think legislation would be next. VALUING PUBLIC EDUCATION needs to come from a STRONG, CONSISTENT public voice. If we do ratify the agreement, and those in the profession and public think we've given up, we have not. We’ve been fighting for years. We just haven’t been heard… until now. ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:21 AM I understand your point of view, but sometimes you have to fight to get what you want. This is a VERY bad deal, considering: Other people get on average 2.5% salary increases last year and this year and the next and the rest of us get 1% and must feel happy if we do.? (https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html) THIS DEAL is a horrendously BAD deal for kids/parents as well, of course. We are going to continue to be humiliated and be the laughing stock of many people of this province. After a decade of paycuts, WOW, this is what they are willing to offer! WOW! WOW! WOW!Delete Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:30 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Reply Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:37 PM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:08 PM Let's cross our fingers! I think we need a general strike by all unions if CC legislates teachers back. It is time to put the foot down and tell her and the Liberals that, as in the movie Network,"I am mad as hell and I won't take it anymore!"Delete Reply Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 8:26 PM Needs help on some stats for an online debate Looking for the last 10 or 15 years of contractual salary increases in %. So, 1% for 2001, 0% for 2002,...ReplyDelete Children FirstSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:00 PM Well it's all done now. Really hope the teacher's can find another angle to deal with class size and composition as well as student funding. The government will make sure the coming court case never swings your way no matter what. 2nd most expensive place to live in the the world!!! Wonder why and where the money goes??? ReplyDelete AnonSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 PM I'm an outsider, but have followed closely this whole fiasco and this is a RAW deal. Your union hung you out to dry on this one - taking a really bad deal (clearly no one from the BCTF had rudimentary math skills in their toolbox) and then publicly encouraging to the media that teachers accept the deal....what choice did you have - a no vote would have outraged the public. I could go on and on, but the bottom line, in my opinion, is that your union better get some stronger leaders who are PR and technology savvy. Out with Iker and the rest of those who bargained on your behalf - they just got ......well , we know that happened. Whew, can't even believe how screwed you got, absolutely amazing - nothing meaningful gained in the big picture and only very minor gains for a small group of people, bigger losses for the majority.. Wow - I better stop now. Best of luck. Thanks for all you do for our children. ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ▼  September (9) Reflections on the BC Teacher Strike BC Teacher strike - Lessons learned Response to Sandy Garossino Will the Education Fund improve classroom conditio... Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Class composition: a human rights perspective Class size and composition - a short visual histor... Guest post - I WILL HOLD THE LINE Teachers - let your leadership know it is time to ... ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12892&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2000 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 12, Number 7, May/June 2000 Dandelion defense league by Jim McMurtry Long ago in a place called Surrey, nobody put poisons on their lawns. Babies could crawl on the grass and children wallow in the mud without absorbing the cosmetic toxins used against dandelions, clover, and other wild flowers (read “weeds”). Now almost everyone in our suburban landscape goes to the hardware store to buy pesticides with the same active ingredient as Agent Orange, which the Americans dropped from planes during the Vietnam War to rid the country of its plant life. The Surrey School District, like every other district in the province, uses pesticides as well. The poison of choice is Roundup, used mostly over the summer. The district had stopped using pesticides a few years ago but reintroduced Roundup after receiving complaints from teachers, principals, and parents about the wild flowers. Roundup is described in a Greenpeace fact sheet as “the third most commonly related cause of pesticide-related illness among agricultural workers (in California). Glyphosate (the active ingredient of Roundup) is the most frequent cause of complaints to the UK’s Health and Safety Executive’s Pesticides Incident Appraisal Panel.” Elsewhere in the fact sheet the pesticide is described as “one of the most toxic herbicides.” Within the cornucopia of information on the toxic effects of pesticides are anecdotes from Canadian doctors of high rates of skin irritation in children who deliver newspapers—as they cross many lawns along their routes. Dogs and cats are also victims of pesticide sprays, with dogs more likely now to die from cancer than anything else. Agricultural workers are the most affected, with some experiencing sudden death, as was the case in Abbotsford recently. When I moved to Cloverdale, in the east of Surrey, I soon learned how the town got its name. Within weeks the clover began to take over the lawn. My children had nightmares that it would one day cover the house, and the clover flowers attracted bees that stung my wife—two things the Cloverdale Welcome Wagon lady hadn’t hold us about. So I went to the hardware store to buy a pesticide. But the packages had so many skull-and-crossbones pictures on them I decided to leave them on the shelf. I began talking to others and learned that there are harmless, natural ways of eliminating or reducing the prevalence of wild flowers—such as raking, aeration, top dressing, and over-seeding. I also discovered that wild flowers have a beauty of their own, despite their perceived flaw of not looking like the outdoor carpet sold at Revy. While the clover on my lawn attracts bees, it also offers a pleasing odour, a year-round verdant look, and, well, a place for bees—who have their place in the nature of things. A man I know in the Newton area takes great pleasure in walking along a bicycle path by Surrey’s Bear Creek Park. He spends hours during the spawning season looking down at the salmon in nearby streams. One day recently he watched in horror as wild flowers above the stream were sprayed heavily with pesticides, knowing that the poison would eventually seep into the water. It brought tears to his eyes. If, as educators, we did the sensible thing and banned cosmetic pesticides from school grounds we would send the right message to the public about a harmful environmental practice and reduce preventable illness in children. It all seems rather compelling to me. I hope you see it that way, too. I have formed an organization called the Dandelion Defense League that is working with the Sierra Club in Ottawa in its national campaign to reduce pesticide use. If you would like to join the organization or receive information from me, I may be reached at Princess Margaret School, 604-594-5458 or home 604-574-1724. Jim McMurtry teaches at Princess Margaret Secondary School, Surrey.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/BargainingAndContracts.aspx?id=33432,BCTF > Teacher letter  	Bargaining and contracts  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers Aboriginal Education  Bargaining & Collective Agreements  Français  Health & Safety  New Teachers  Opportunities for Members  Pensions Professional Development  Professional Rights & Responsibility  Provincial Specialist Associations  Salary & Benefits  Teachers Teaching On Call  Teaching Resources  For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Bargaining and Collective Agreements > Teacher Voices My Story: I am scared to say it, but yes, I am a teacher.  I have been for 15 years.  Every since I was a young child people told me I should be a teacher.  I love teaching.  From tying shoes to somersaults, from spelling rules to algebra.  I love teaching.  I coached my first T-Ball team when I was in grade 9.    But what I didn't know was that when I became a teacher, many people would not like me anymore.  People would write hate mail to their local paper accusing me of being a selfish, greedy, opportunistic scoundrel who only chose to be a teacher because of the exorbitant salary package. No one told me that I would hear radio personnel and callers debate as to whether I really had the best interests of students at heart when I refused to allow the government to strip my right to bargain for class size and composition for the students I teach, as if again this motive could only be self-serving.  Tonight I overheard two clerks at the grocery store discussing how I only went into teaching to get the summers off.  Am I really as bad as people portray me to be?  Should I quit my job?  If I had a different job, would people think so poorly of me?  I don't remember my character being publicly called into question when I worked at a fast food restaurant, a grocery store, in a group home, at the insurance business.  Am I no longer the person I once was?       I know.  I will go back to my job I had before I became a teacher. The hours would be way better.  Monday to Friday 8:30 - 4:30.  My husband wouldn't have to tell me regularly at 11pm to stop marking and come to bed.  I wouldn't have to take time away from my kids on weekends to search Pinterest for that really cool project for Monday's art lesson and to teach myself the new Weebly program that the students have been telling me about.  The custodian would be relieved that he wouldn't have to trust me to set the alarm at the school after he leaves at 11 pm.  Thirty students, thirty report cards, 30 minutes minimum each, 3 times a year.  I could live without that.         I was making $40 000 a year in the early 90's, no education required.  By now though I would probably be making $80 or $90.  I would have to start over at 2 weeks holidays a year.  If I had stayed there I would be getting 8 by now.  I gave up $200 000 over that five year period it took for me to get my teaching degree.  I sold my car.  I incurred a student loan of about $50 000.  Not bad.  I am only out $250 000.  It only took me a few years to get a full-time teaching job.  My first year I earned $18 000.  Only out another 22 grand.  My second year I made $22 000.  Only lost $18 000.  My third year I made $28 000.  Getting close to the $40 000 I gave up.  In my fourth year, I finally got my continuing contract.  Yippee!  I was going to make $33 000.  Clearly, I chose this profession for the money.         For the next 10 years, my salary grew by $2000 per year.  Finally, at year 11, I made $45 000. That was the maximum then and I am not that old.  If I had stayed at my old job, I would have made $440 000 by now.  Assuming I never got a salary increase.  I had already been promoted twice in 2 years with several steps to go.  As a teacher for 11 years, I made $388 000.  Now, I have to subtract the $250 000 I gave up over 5 years to get my degree.  After 11 years of teaching and 16 years devoted to being a teacher, I cleared $138 000.  Now I get why people make jokes that teachers are cheap.  I will admit I was happy when Gordon Campbell appointed an arbitrator several years back who told him to give us a well-deserved raise.      I am not complaining.  I am telling you my story.  My uncle was ranting to me one day about how cushy my job was.  I gave him the facts.  He told his daughter not to become a teacher.  She went to work for the company I left so long ago.      If I truly am not in teaching for the money, why am I going on and on about my salary?  Because the public gets lost in discussions about my salary and perceived work hours and they fail to see that maybe, just maybe, teachers are fighting for more than that.  You cannot pay my daughter's grade one teacher enough to teach my child to read.  Is it worth it to me to attract the best high school volleyball coach in the province to help my child get that university scholarship?  The best physics teach to prepare my child for post-secondary?  Should all children to have access to a music specialist so those who can't afford music lessons can play an instrument?  Is it important for every child in B.C. to have the same class sizes that Christy Clark expects for her children?  Should teachers be allowed to have a say in class size and composition?  Is it important to have adequate support for children with special needs?  How much counselling time should be allotted per school to help students deal with issues affecting their safety and well-being, which translates into their learning?  Does every child in B.C. deserve the same amount of money per student as every other province?  Should teachers in B.C. have wage parody with other provinces so we can keep the best teachers here?                Ah!  I might as well just quit.  No one believes I am fighting for the rights of children to the best education B.C. can give.  No one believes that more than anything in the world, I want children to have the tools to pursue their dreams.  Unlike Christy Clark, I believe in the public education system.  My children are in it!     Maybe I can get my old job back.  Then I can simply show up on the picket lines and support the teachers.  The only trouble is I quit that job when I was 21 to pursue a lifelong dream - to become a teacher.     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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=29343,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > March 2013 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 25, Number 5, March 2013   President’s message  By Susan Lambert   In our year of provincial action, March is the month we highlight the role of non-enrolling learning specialist teachers. We’ve lost over 750 of these teachers since 2002. These teachers, from teacher-librarians to counsellors to learning support teachers and teachers of students with special learning needs, provide critical support to classroom teachers. The decimation of their presence in schools has contributed to the immensely increased workload of teachers remaining in the system. We need 6,800 teachers   I was shocked to learn last month that according to Stats Canada’s latest report we, in BC are now 6,800 teachers short of the national average student-educator ratio. We knew that Stats Can’s 2009 report had us short 5,800 but to learn that we had dropped 1,000 teachers lower was another blow. The figure represents the vast discrepancy between public school teachers in BC and our colleagues across the country. It also represents the herculean workload teachers in this province carry. And yet despite this enormous lack of capacity within our system, we still manage to stand our own on international assessments. We are still providing students a high quality learning program. But at what cost? The workload of teachers in BC has become unsustainable. We have such a dedicated workforce determined to give students their best but this effort simply cannot last. There has to be some relief soon. Learning specialist teachers provide services that both teachers and students rely on. Their presence adds to the quality of instructional programs and allows these programs to be designed to fit individual student needs. Their absence requires classroom and subject teachers to fill in the gaps and this on top of burgeoning class sizes. Teachers buying preps   Many teachers are trying to relieve this pressure by reducing their assignments. In effect they are buying their own prep time, going part-time work to survive. Some administrators are trying to relieve this pressure by hiring educational assistants rather than qualified teachers. Much of the LIF funding has gone to this expedient. SEAs provide valuable services to students and teachers rely on these colleagues to implement modified and adapted instructional programs to match student needs. But replacing qualified teachers with SEAs is not the answer. In fact this is a cost-cutting measure that exploits SEAs and undermines the quality of instruction for our most vulnerable students. Some administrators are trying to relieve the pressure by encouraging students (elementary students as well) to enrol in electronic distributed learning (DL) courses. I find this practice unconscionable. While DL provides students who are unable to attend face-to-face classes a crucial alternative, it is not instruction that can ever replicate the richness of a classroom. DL should never be encouraged as an alternative to regular classroom programs unless a student is simply unable to attend school. The ministry is trying to relieve the pressure on the system through what they call “decategorization.” While Universal Design theories (UDL) and Response to Intervention practices (RTI) are both positive trends to address the challenges students with special needs face in schools, this policy defines “$18,000” children (low incidence students with special needs) as financial problems to be solved. Uncovering this objective of the ministry’s “decategorization” agenda is of critical concern to teachers because we have been subject to unfunded educational change innovations too often this past decade. We know that programs such as UDL and RTI require funding to support classroom and school conditions that will allow and promote their implementation. They cannot be implemented within the current education funding policies of the province. Bad choices   Our current provincial government has decided that public education is not a priority. It has made a conscious choice to allocate funding to other priorities instead. Think of the enormous price we are paying for the superfluous hydro power from private “run-of-the-river” power projects. Think of the relentless dense advertising campaign we are subjected to on the radio and TV. Think of the retractable roof on BC Place. These are but a few of the choices our government has made rather than properly funding public education. We do not live in the third world. We live in a rich province in a rich country. We have what we need in BC to nurture a high quality public education system. We have dedicated, passionate, and highly trained teachers. We have a sound public education system that has never stopped evolving and improving as teachers, as lifelong learners, and researchers continually improve their practice and we have the means to nurture the system, nurture teachers in their work even in this economy. This government could make the choice to restore the capacity we need to truly “personalize” learning, but instead this government has chosen to rob the system of the funding it needs and then blame teachers. Teacher cuts deliberate   The loss of 750 learning specialist teachers and approximately 3,000 classroom and subject teachers is by design. As disheartening as this sounds to all of us, this loss is a result of intentional government policy. The policy called “Flexibility and Choice” was legislated through Bills 27 and 28 in 2002. It is a political choice of a government that puts private alternatives before public education. As I write this column, government has made yet another similar choice. It has decided to fund adult education for private schools. This, while adult education in the public system suffers from chronic underfunding and neglect. In March, we are highlighting the need for learning specialist teachers. In May we must highlight the need for a government that values the critical role public education plays in building a robust civil and democratic society.  Susan Lambert, BCTF president    Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=15200,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2008 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 20, Number 5, March 2008 Readers write Oldest school debate I wish the organizers of the Britannia Secondary School 100th year birthday celebration in May a great time. They have lots to celebrate as they look back at the records of their school over the past century. There is one error in the information provided in Diane Minichielo’s letter however, when she writes "As the oldest secondary school in British Columbia..." Victoria High School celebrated its 100th birthday in 1976 with an equally distinguished list of graduates. Indeed, we held a second celebration in 2001 on the occasion of our 125th birthday attended by thousands of former students. Vic High is the oldest high school west of the Great Lakes. Bill Broadley Victoria Sale of Queen Elizabeth Annex controversy As the controversy over the rushed closure and sale of Queen Elizabeth School Annex in Vancouver continues (in order to accommodate a bulging student population near UBC) the key underfunding role of the provincial Ministry of Education is finally coming under the microscope. The proposed shutting down and sale of the successful and highly regarded Queen Elizabeth Annex in our city, to raise the $25 million shortfall for the renovation of the vacant National Research building at UBC, to accommodate these students, is at the centre of this storm. Given the urgent need for a decent secondary school building in the university area, the provincial offer of $10 million for a $35 million project is nothing short of disgraceful. Not only that, but astoundingly, as was revealed at a recent public meeting, there are no provincial funds being made available for the projected doubling (in two separate construction phases) of the student population on the Endowment Lands—from 500 secondary students to 1,100—over the next decade. Up to now, the provincial Ministry of Education paid in full for the construction of all new schools, but the placing of Queen Elizabeth Annex on the chopping block marks a deeply troubling precedent in Victoria’s capital-funding policy. This shift in provincial policy is a total abdication of provincial responsibility and it is only equalled by its demand for a 95% student occupancy of all schools in this city before funding new or expanded schools. Sadly, in BC we seem to have millions of dollars for new roads, highways, bridges, the Canada Line, the Olympics, and the Convention Centre. Hardly a week goes by without some new multimillion-dollar megaproject being announced. But when it comes to funding schools for our kids, well, that is another matter entirely. Your readers should know that the current University Hill Secondary School in Vancouver, in the heart of the premier’s riding, while an outstanding academic secondary school, is an overcrowded, aging, and dilapidated structure that is arguably one of the worst facilities of its kind in this province. Noel Herron Vancouver Trusting those who represent us As a Kindergarten teacher I devoted all my energy and time to my students and rarely attended local union meetings or BCTF events. I trusted that those who represented us would make sure that our salaries and benefits were the best they could be. Then cancer struck, I used up months of sick days and learned about short-term and long-term disability support. I don’t know if I will be able to go back to the classroom, but I have learned that there is a process available to help me if that time comes. I want to thank those teachers, many retired but still receiving this newsletter, for the many hours and effort that they spent to make sure that when illness or tragedy struck, those affected would not have money as their major concern. I did not realize at the time how important your role was or how dramatically it would affect my life. Janie Goodwin Delta The need to measure I found Janet Nicol’s article on Mary Ellen Turpel-Lafond, BC’s first representative for children and youth, fascinating. Turpel-Lafond is obviously a most accomplished First Nations lady, just the person to work with First Nations students. I was struck by the fact that she insisted "You need to measure." I’ve always been appalled by the BCTF’s opposition to any form of standardized tests instead of getting out there and working to improve them. They certainly need improving, but the only way to know how well children are learning is by measuring their progress. Certainly, standardized testing can, like any powerful tool, be misused by misguided teachers, administrators, parents and others, e.g., the Fraser Institute, but to actively oppose them, in my humble estimation, is sinful. Harry Cullis Vancouver Responses to "Down with homework" The article on homework was excellent. I began my teaching career at the elementary school level in 1962. It didn’t take long for me to ask myself "why am I assigning arithmetic and reading worksheets for homework?" Either the child already knows how to complete them, in which case isn’t this a waste of the youngster’s time or, how can the child do the work if he doesn’t know how? Doesn’t this place a burden on the parents? Can those parents, in fact, teach that which their child needs to learn, and do so in a calm and understanding manner? And is it not my job that I am asking them to do? (Also, please keep in mind that, in those days, most children had two parents at home.) However, I believe that there is home study that is useful—even necessary—in the elementary grades. In order to be successful in arithmetic, students must memorize the basic facts. Those children who don’t are doomed to counting on their fingers, or using other equally slow procedures during which errors can easily be made. So my weekly "homework" assignment included the mastery of a block of related basic facts (e.g., all the 9+ facts), and these were tested each Friday morning, in random order and with not enough time given to "figure them out." In order to motivate the children, I would say, "Don’t spend more than 15 to 20 minutes each day on homework. And try to make this fun. Perhaps you could go to your room and sing them out loud, as if they were words to a song, and dance around while you do it." Then I would demonstrate. Inevitably the class would laugh, bounce around, and really get into the spirit of what was happening. At the end of the school year, I was proud of them. Almost all the students could flash back the answer to any basic fact: addition and multiplication. Yes, even those in Grade 2! The second assignment was to learn the spellings of 10 to 20 words, the number depending on the grade level. We all know that, among other factors, instant recognition of commonly used vocabulary is crucial to improvement in reading comprehension. I sincerely hope that all teachers will scrutinize their attitudes and practices toward homework and will then make their future decisions regarding this topic based only on what they believe to be in the best interests of their students. Gary Redgate Victoria I congratulate Teacher newsmagazine for publishing the article entitled "Down with Homework" by Alfie Kohn. I agree with much that was contained in the article. As a retired math teacher, I look back at my teaching days with a clear memory about my policies on giving homework. I always felt that the work my students (particularly for those below Grade 10) did in my classroom was like a job. It was their job to complete the work assigned for that particular class. If they worked well, the assignments could be completed in class. If they wasted time, then they should be completed at home. For those students who had genuine difficulty, extra help would be offered in class or sometimes after school. For the more senior students (Grades 10–12) I would often assign homework exercises testing the day’s objectives and then in class the next day the students would often be given a short quiz based on the previous assignment and sometimes containing exactly the same questions. A second type of test was the "take-home test" that could be completed in less than 30 minutes. This would often be given on a Friday so that a student had the weekend to complete it. Another strategy I used and that seemed to work quite well was the giving of a test ahead of time with the instructions: "This will be your test at the end of the week." The students couldn’t believe it when it was indeed the same test! This strategy could be also used for such skills as spelling, map of Canada, or multiplication facts. The result was that students did NOT ace the identical test as many might have thought. Another form of homework is the term paper, which requires research. I would place this in a different category since the student must apply research, writing, and time-management skills in order to write the paper. However, I believe that the requirements for term papers should not be overly demanding of the students’ spare time. I firmly believe that when a youngster arrives home after a hard day at school that the evening should allow time for social time, exploration, reading, music, hobbies, etc. To clutter a youngster’s life with busy work is not fair and is perhaps a form of control. The article states that usually little benefit is achieved from this kind of homework and I would agree. Homework should in fact be voluntary—an activity that a child chooses to do out of interest or because she or he wishes to catch up after an absence. Brian Tetlow Victoria Child poverty is an important issue Thank you for your article highlighting child poverty in the recent edition of Teacher. We are thrilled to see ongoing coverage of this important issue, particularly coverage that includes solutions and actions that individuals can take to advocate for systemic change. Teachers play such an important role in supporting children and families, and we are grateful for the ongoing advocacy of the BCTF on this issue. Andrina Perry First Call: BC Child and Youth Advocacy Coalition Where does the BCTF stand? I just got around to reading the article on the back page of the Nov./Dec. 2007 Teacher, "Songs for peace, making the world a better place." While I can find no fault whatsoever with the article or its message, I do find it hypocritical in the extreme when the BCTF publicizes social justice activities while at the same time failing to take a stand against the Teachers’ Pension Fund investments in the world’s biggest arms manufacturers. I think the BCTF should fish or cut bait—then we would all know exactly where it stands. Paul Hutcheson Pender Island Canada’s mission discredited The recent article by Derrick O'keefe, "Bravest Woman in Afghanistan, " minimilizes and discredits Canada’s humanitarian and military misssion in Afghanistan. It is the product of the same misinformation campaign that so much public opinion around the Afghan mission is developed. My son recently returned from a tour of duty in Kandahar province and as a combat soldier in the field he faced the Taliban in battle over 40 times. The most vivid memory he has of his tour of duty is how vicious, cruel, and oppressive the Taliban are to their own people. We do not follow American policy in the field. Canadian military, PRT, CIDA, and attached NGOs have a distinctly Canadian presence and Canadian way of doing our job. We can be proud of Canada’s humanitarian efforts so far. In the south, 80% of Afghans have access to healthcare—up from only 6% five years ago. During my son’s tour of duty his combat company (C-COY 1PPCLI 2 Platoon) escorted medics, doctors, and nurses on village outreaches so that medical professionals could safely examine the population. For most Afghans it was the first time they had ever seen a dentist or received eye glasses from an optometrist. For many women it was the first time they had seen a doctor in over five years. As a teacher, I am pleased to see that Canada has helped to set up and establish schools and teacher training programs that will benefit thousands of children—the majority being girls. Adult literacy has reached thousands of Afghans through Canadian outreach programs. People are free to make choices in the manner of their dress. In 2002, women in full burka was the rule; today it is the exception. The greatest challenge facing Canada at present is battling the Taliban while trying to make progress on the reconstuction front. Afghans are becoming frustrated by what they see as a lack of real improvement in their daily lives at the street level. In Canada, people want to see more progress on reconstruction and less emphasis on the military aspects of Task Force Afghanistan. However, we need to get people to see that there will be no meaningful progress on development without a corresponding improvement in the security environment. With respect to the security environment, Canada is making NATO look better than it is. In order for this situation to improve the US needs to re-engage in Afghanistan and Spain, Germany, France, and Italy need to remove the restrictions that affect the operability of their troops in the southern region. Guyle Coon Surrey Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/11/corporate-advertising-in-public-schools.html?showComment=1353434127248,Staffroom Confidential: Corporate advertising in public schools Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Thursday, November 15, 2012 Corporate advertising in public schools I noticed in the news this week that a debate is taking place in Alberta over the consideration of selling naming rights to companies for school facilities and classrooms. The administration at the Calgary Board claims the funds are necessary to create classrooms that provide hands-on learning in technology education. (http://metronews.ca/news/calgary/428011/trustee-wants-corporate-sponsorship-in-cbe-schools-put-to-public-survey/) Thankfully, the NDP education critic, David Eggan, has opposed this measure - so someone is speaking up to keep corporate ads out of schools. Advertising in schools is extremely problematic on a number of levels. First, schools are public spaces that should serve the public interest, not corporate interests. Additionally, allowing advertising in schools can pervert a school's primary function - teaching and learning. Choices should always be made based on pedagogy, but when free materials or free equipment is offered, school administrators feel pressured, particularly when budgets are slim. Already, schools are full of advertising - on score boards in gymnasiums, on the Coke machines in the hallways, in the resources provided free of change to teachers (such as materials on loans and credit from VISA and videos on puberty from KOTEX). But children and teenagers are such a lucrative market that corporations and businesses want more. Here in BC a crafty entrepreneur has developed "Chatter High". It is a web site where teens answer quiz questions about companies and non-profit institutions and can use points to win prizes. To find the answer, they use a "hint" which tells them how to go to the company web site. So a student might spend ten or twenty minutes searching web sites to find the answers to get the points to win the prizes. Chatter High sells the rights to be on their service to local Victoria businesses. If you go into the Victoria airport, you will see giant billboards advertising to local businesses how they can purchase this service (see photos above). In the schools, daily announcements invite teens to sign on to Chatter High so they don't miss out on the prizes. I signed up for Chatter High, wondering if I would see Camosun College and UVic, but on my first visit the only educational institute was Sprott Shaw College, and the prizes were for local spas. Hardly the kind of thorough and useful information a student might want or need as part of their career development education. In essence, this profit making service is filtering what information is being marketed to students using school property and resources including the announcement system and the computer labs. They are making a business of selling access to students in schools. In an interview with the Saanich News, school Principal Judy Harrison had this to say to defend the use of this commercial product at Spectrum Community School: 'Harrison justifies the inclusion of businesses on the site, most which have no clear connection to education, since they’re merely providing incentives for students, such as gift certificates for gas or ferry travel.“I guess we’re all enticed by prizes,” Harrison said. “The (most) time was spent on answering the questions, so that’s where it was consistent.”' (http://www.saanichnews.com/news/159574585.html) Across North America under funded school systems are facing increasing pressure to use advertising and charity to make up budget shortfalls. But these come with a very serious cost. In Seattle, when the Board proposed selling ads in schools, parents reacted strongly: At a community meeting on the issue, one parent said, "Schools should be all about teaching students to make their own choices, not coercing them to buy things they don't need. Schools should not be selling my child as a consumer to corporations."    Another said, "We need less materialism in this country, not more. To 'teach' children that they 'need' unnecessary commercial products is morally wrong. That this is done on commercial television is bad enough. But to do it in a public school is reprehensible."  (http://www.ibiblio.org/commercialfree/commercialism.html) Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 2:50 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 11 comments: AnonymousNovember 16, 2012 at 2:45 PM An interesting quote on their website from Greater Victoria School District Superintendent. ChatterHigh.com is a resource-filled website that offers learning and an inclusive method of much-needed fundraising. Students are learning and exploring relevant resources for post-secondary education and career information. John Gaiptman Superintendent of Schools, School District 61ReplyDelete AnonymousNovember 19, 2012 at 8:32 PM I am the question provider for Camosun College and I have had nothing but positive feedback from all the teachers, counsellors, students, and parents that I have talked to about Chatter High. These quizes are a way for high school students to gain important information about post-secondary and career opportunities. There are numerous options for students after they graduate from high school, and I know that if I had the option to do a short quiz, which helped me learn about college/university, while also having the chance to win a prize and earn money for my school, I would have started thinking about post-secondary at a much earlier age. In addition to that, I have noticed that the competitions foster school spirit as high schools compete against each other for Camosun's $1250, $750, and $500 cash prizes, which we awarded to Spectrum Community School, Claremont Secondary, and Parkland Secondary last year. It is each high school's decision whether they will participate in Chatter High, but I have found that it is an interactive way for youth to get engaged and excited about pursuing higher education. Kind regardsReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeNovember 20, 2012 at 8:19 AM Well, I think it is a sad commentary if "school spirit" has to come through winning prizes on a commercial web site. What about a collective school activity to do something positive for the world or for children or others suffering from malnutrition or war? Chatter high is selective - only those institutions that purchase the service will be shown to teens, so they are getting a restricted view of their options. Public schools should be telling our children all of their options, not just about the ones who will pay for in-school advertising. This system also teaches children to respond to cash prizes rather than their own curiosity about their futures and interests. Everything about it is wrong, in my opinion.Delete Reply AnonymousNovember 20, 2012 at 8:47 AM I am a teacher in the Lower Mainland who has started using ChatterHigh.com has a quick resource for Planning 10. As you may know, Planning 10 has 4 main organizers: Graduation Program and Graduation Transitions, Finance, Health, and Education and Careers. I find the questions posed on this website do align with learning outcomes and it is a fun, easy, independent way for students to "see what's out there". The points/prize system is a motivator but not the sole reason I use the website on occasion. As with anything, if the students and parents register on ChatterHigh, it is optional.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeNovember 20, 2012 at 9:33 AM How is reading this (just copied from my Chatter High account) part of Planning 10? It is an advertisement. "Value $25 One Tooth Activewear (formerly OTFitwear) proudly offers 80% Canadian made, high quality yoga/run/fitness/dance wear. Womens & mens apparel. We are across from Pagliacci's near Fort & Broad St in downtown Victoria. 1006 Broad St. 250-388-7071" Delete AnonymousNovember 20, 2012 at 9:55 AM It's called a prize description, so people know what they are entering for.Delete Reply AnonymousNovember 20, 2012 at 2:36 PM I have taken a number of the quizzes and found that they are very appropriate for Planning 10, providing information about post-secondary programs. The goal, as I see it, is to expand students' knowledge about what is available to them after graduation, and encourage them to pursue their post-secondary dreams. What the writer has failed to understand is that the "businesses" are simply donating prizes. They are not selling anything to the students. I highly doubt that the students would even take the time to find out more about those businesses. Jane Hayhoe Yale SecondaryReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeNovember 20, 2012 at 2:52 PM Some donate prizes, others purchase the service and submit questions, and many of these are private businesses, such as Sprott Shaw College and BC Turkey Farmers. Some information is useful, some is not. All of it is paid advertising. I don't believe the inclusion of some non-profits makes the rest ok. Here is question 1 and 3 from today's quiz: Question 1/10 Shawn has been producing turkeys since 1992. His farm is one of the largest in BC. How many staff does he have on the farm? 1 man farm 3 man farm 10 man farm 15 man farm Click here for a hint and earn 50 points Question 3/10 Island Sexual Health Society provides free condoms to anyone who needs them. How many steps do we list for proper condom use? Ten Seven Fourteen One Click here for a hint and earn 50 pointsDelete Reply FionaNovember 21, 2012 at 3:24 PM I'm disappointed to be reading this about ChatterHigh. To me, it does not appear that the writer has even taken the time to do their research on ChatterHigh. If you had taken the time to actually do the quizzes, you would know that they take perhaps between 5 - 10 mins. in total to complete. When you click on the hint link, it takes you straight to the page where you will find the answer. Not all questions are post education related, some are about health, jobs etc. There are many options for kids after they graduate from school and not all kids are going to go on to post education. All kids need to know what is available to them out there, regardless of how that information is transmitted. ChatterHigh is just another tool to help students with their decisions once they have graduated. Individual schools will never be able to get all of the necessary info. out to students about life after graduation and I for one, am thankful there are other resources to help them. I am a parent of 2 girls that graduated from Spectrum Community School last June and yes, we won both competitions. It was great to see the whole school come together and support their 2012 graduating class in the hopes of winning this money to put on the school's first Dry Grad Event. To me, this is "School Spirit" and I see no difference if they had come together to do something for the community or for their school. They did it collectively and had fun doing it. Being able to enter draws to win some fabulous prizes was a nice bonus, but if you chose not to enter draws, you didn't have too. For our school, it was about winning the competitions, winning prizes was secondary. Is it really any different than the school using announcements to talk about Camosun College, or UVIC than using it to talk about ChatterHigh? I know a few students who changed their or made up their minds about their career paths because of ChatterHigh. Had it not been for ChatterHigh, who knows where these kids might have ended up. When I was doing the quizzes on a daily basis, I learnt a lot of information that I otherwise knew nothing about. On some of the websites, I would minimize the window to go back to the site later to have a look and learn some more and perhaps pass that information on to my kids. Most of our students did their quizzes at home, not using the school's computers. I'm sure lots of kids log on to their Facebook, email or twitter accounts at school, so why not ChatterHigh? At least they would be learning something useful!! Who are you to decide what information is useful and what is not? Isn't that up to the individual user to decide? Do you know for a fact that ChatterHigh is making a profit? Do you know for a fact that ChatterHigh is Corporate Sponsored Advertising? I strongly suggest that you do your research on ChatterHigh before you berate them for trying to do something good for our high school students. On a final note, Spectrum Community School was so impressed with ChatterHigh and the good that they are doing, that we invited this crafty businessman to be our keynote speaker at our 2012 Graduation Ceremony. Keep up the good work ChatterHigh, you are doing great things for our students!!ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeNovember 21, 2012 at 3:33 PM I agree that students should be aware of options for after graduation...that is why we have Planning 10, Graduationa Transitions, and counselling services. Teachers and school counsellors can collect information in an unbiased manner, that truly does provide students with their full range of options. Chatter High only provides information of the businesses who purchase their services.Delete Reply FionaNovember 21, 2012 at 3:57 PM Planning 10 classes all vary from school to school. Taking planning 10 in Grade 10 or in some cases, kids take it in Grade 11, that is a huge time difference between Grade 10 and Grade 12. Kids just want to get the class over and done with as fast as they can. We are talking high school students here, most who can't wait to be done with school and most who don't seek the services of counsellors or other options available to them. Do teachers and schools have all the information and I do mean all, to pass on to kids? At least with ChatterHigh, they actually had to read in order to answer the questions and learnt at the same time. A lot of the kids at our school would never have been made aware of some of the options available to them had it not been for doing their ChatterHigh quizzes. ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ▼  November (6) Technology in school? How much is too much Corporate advertising in public schools Thoughts on parent advocacy and the Moore decision... Technology in a 21st Century Learning Inc world The slow death of special education Attacks on public education are working...where is... ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=18292,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 6, April 2009  Teach outside the box By Larry Kuehn Teachers in British Columbia are not alone in opposing standardized testing. Expanding testing has become a tool used globally to control from a distance what is happening in classrooms. Teacher autonomy to choose the best methods of assessment for a particular class of children, or a particular student, is threatened by these developments. However, the good news is that resistance is growing to the distortion of education by standardized testing. Researchers and union officers from 13 countries around the Americas came together in February in Mexico City to share their experience and analysis of standardized testing. The BCTF International Solidarity program was one of the funders that facilitated this international examination of testing issues. The workshop was called “To Teach Outside the Box.” The box is the way that standardized testing is used to narrow curriculum and limit the ability of the teacher to shape instruction in ways that recognize the diversity in our classes. Through country reports, the group found a high level of similarity between what was happening in all the countries of the Americas, from Argentina in the south to Canada in the north. Despite working in different countries with different cultural traditions, languages, and social and economic contexts, increased standardized testing is the reality. This similarity in experience leads to the question of how this commonality is produced. The researchers from Latin America are clear on the mechanism. It is the World Bank and its regional affiliate, the Inter-American Development Bank, that impose the requirement of standardized testing as a condition of loans for education. For those of us in Canada, one factor is the spillover from the testing mania that has consumed public schools in the United States through the No Child Left Behind Act. The Fraser Institute and the rest of a chain of right-wing think tanks have also had an impact on public understanding. They have confused the public into thinking that the quality of education can be determined by standardized tests and a market approach of ranking schools. Everywhere, computer technology contributes to the expanded testing as it becomes cheaper and cheaper to collect data and “mine” it. As two researchers, Johnsen and Taylor, have noted, “accountability systems are ultimately the power of this technology used by the experts to insure the compliance by teachers and students. The expert beyond the classroom—hierarchically superior to the teacher—manipulates the system to control for improved test scores.” While the phenomenon of increased standardizing testing has grown, resistance has grown with it. And some teacher unions are looking at going beyond resistance to trying out alternatives to testing. Some of the resistance is at the level of ideas. The “Outside the Box” workshop framed the choices that face public education. It said “Standardized testing is based on not recognizing the cultural, ethnic, gender, and social diversity of our peoples….We are not expecting, nor do we want, for students to be turned into standardized ‘products.’ We want to enrich them with education and turn them into powerful individuals at the service of the society they belong to.” The resistance of others has taken a very concrete form. BC teachers, of course, voted to boycott the administration of the Foundation Skills Assessment (FSA) and carried out a campaign to encourage parents to withdraw their children from the assessment. In Los Angeles, teachers refused to give a district-wide exam that was a part of the testing regime that sees even Kindergarten students being tested for more than 30 hours during the school year. The Alberta Teachers’ Association engaged in a campaign of lobbying the members of the legislature to eliminate the Grade 3 exam, the equivalent of the Grade 4 FSA test in BC. Amazingly, the legislature passed a motion calling for an end to mandatory testing of Grade 3 students. The motion was moved by a Conservative MLA—who is a former teacher. A teachers’ union in Argentina has created a project to develop alternatives to standardized testing. They got approval from government to work with about 20 schools. These schools are excluded from the government tests and union researchers are working with teachers on other ways of evaluating how well the schools are doing. The hope is to expand an alternative approach to all schools after the pilot projects. In one state in Mexico, the teachers were so opposed to the testing coming from the federal ministry of education that they blocked the truck delivering the tests. Seven primary and intermediate teachers in Korea were fired for giving parents and students the option of not taking standardized tests. They said the tests “create unnecessary competition among students” and impose “a heavy, stressful burden.” Education International (EI), the global teacher union organization, has supported these Korean teachers. The EI General Secretary Fred Van Leeuwen said that, “Teachers have a professional right and duty to speak out about testing regimes they believe to be harmful.” That’s a message that applies not just to Korea, but everywhere. Larry Kuehn is director of the BCTF’s Research and Technology Division. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9730,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 19, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 2006 Help prevent cancer by preventing exposure to toxic chemicals The Labour Environmental Alliance Society (LEAS) is calling for regulation and right-to-know labelling of toxic chemicals in order to reduce our exposure to chemicals linked to breast and other cancers. LEAS research co-ordinator Sean Griffin says there is a growing body of scientific evidence demonstrating a link with chemical exposure and breast cancer. Numerous chemicals including methylene chloride in paint strippers, pesticide ingredients, and even an ingredient, bisphenol-A, that can leach out of hard plastic water bottles have been associated with breast cancer–and exposures at a young age may be especially critical. Another group of chemicals linked to cancer are the toxic fire-retardant PBDEs that have now been listed as CEPA-toxic by the federal government but still have not been banned from use. Griffin says, "We need to take the next step with toxic PBDEs and introduce regulations that would eliminate them from use in Canada." "Prevention gets lost when everything is focussed on the cure–and we owe it to our kids to do whatever we can for cancer prevention by reducing their exposure to pesticides and other toxic chemicals," says Mae Burrows, executive director of LEAS. LEAS publishes the CancerSmart Consumer Guide, which targets toxic household and personal-care products and garden pesticides and recommends safer alternatives. Over 20,000 copies of the guide have been distributed in Canada. For more information please visit the LEAS web site at www.leas.ca. Mae Burrows, executive director, 604-526-1956 or Sean Griffin, research co-ordinator 604-254-9412. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/issues/research.aspx?id=5842,BCTF > Teaching in 2003: Survey report  	Untitled Page  For Teachers For Parents For Media Home E-mail Lists Links A to Z Index Contact Us Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources Home > Issues in Education > Inclusive Education > Research Project Teaching in 2003: Survey report – How teachers in Coquitlam and Nanaimo view Special Education and ESL services Charlie Naylor BCTF Research January 2004 Acknowledgements BCTF Research sincerely thanks all 380 teachers in Coquitlam and Nanaimo who took time from their busy schedules to complete the BCTF Research survey. Because the survey was anonymous and confidential, we have no list of names to acknowledge here, but without your contribution, this report would not be possible. You have provided a rich bank of data, reflecting the reality of teaching in a range of settings in the 2002–03 school year. Many thanks to you all. We also thank the teacher researchers from the Coquitlam and Nanaimo school districts who participated in the BCTF research project and who facilitated the introduction, delivery, and completion of the surveys. In Coquitlam, thanks to: Carol-Anne de Balinhard, Debbie Burchill, Shannon Joba, Sean Lenihan, Daphne Mercier, Jo-Anne Perly, Donna Schaefer, Jill Sully, and Nadine Tambellini. In Nanaimo, thanks to Donna Allen, Judy Brayden, David Cutts, Bob Esliger, Lois Gair, Maureen Hancock, and Patricia Joly. Thanks also to the presidents and staff of the Coquitlam Teachers’ Association and of the Nanaimo and District Teachers’ Association for their support and meeting facilities throughout this project. Chris King in Coquitlam and Judy Brayden in Nanaimo offered much appreciated logistical support throughout the project. Introduction This report is based on a survey of teachers in 13 schools in School District # 43, Coquitlam, and SD # 68, Nanaimo-Ladysmith. The 13 schools were selected to reflect school type: elementary and secondary in Nanaimo, elementary, middle, and secondary in Coquitlam. They were also selected to reflect the general demographics of the school district’s student population, with an appropriate geographic and socio-economic range. 380 teachers provided responses to the survey, an overall response rate of 60% (67% in Coquitlam, 53% in Nanaimo). The surveys were completed by teachers in early 2003. The full survey instrument can be seen in the Appendix. The primary purpose of the survey was to invite teachers to express their views concerning Special Education and ESL services at the time of data collection. In addition to the respondent demographic section, data were collected in the following six areas: Class size and composition Teachers’ philosophy and practices related to Special Needs and ESL Availability of school-based and district supports for students with special needs, and for ESL students Availability of supports for teachers linked to students with special needs, and ESL students Teachers’ enjoyment of teaching, and professional relationships Personal, career, and family impacts resulting from teaching This report, while differentiating data between the two districts, will not identify either individual respondents or school sites. Respondent demographics Age Survey respondents from Coquitlam tended to be generally younger than respondents from Nanaimo. There were significantly more respondents from Coquitlam in both the 25–34 and the 35–44 age groups than there were from Nanaimo, or than are found in the provincial average. There were significantly more Nanaimo respondents in the 45–54 and the 55+ age groups than there were in Coquitlam, or than are found in the provincial average. Table 1: Age distribution of survey respondents compared to the provincial profile Age Coquitlam survey respondents Nanaimo survey respondents Provincial profile1 Under 25 1% 1% 2% 25–34 28% 12% 19% 35–44 30% 19% 26% 45–54 30% 52% 42% 55 and over 9% 17% 11% No response 2% 0%   Gender More males from both districts responded to the survey than might be expected from provincial gender profiles, and fewer females. Table 2: Gender of survey respondents   Coquitlam survey respondents Nanaimo survey respondents Provincial profile2 Male 42% 39% 34% Female 57% 61% 66% Table 3: FTE status   Full-time, continuing Full-time, term Part-time, continuing Part-time, term Teacher on Call Coquitlam 90% 3% 4% 1% 1% Nanaimo 83% 3% 10% 3% 1% Years of teaching experience The survey gathered information on respondents’ experience levels, and compared them to the provincial profile (Table 4), using data from Ministry of Education Standard Report 2067, Years of experience within B.C. education system of educators by position and gender within school districts (for 2000–01). Considering these data in conjunction with the ‘Age Distribution’ data (Table 1), and assuming they reflect the teaching population in each district, Nanaimo appears to have both an older and a more experienced teacher population than does Coquitlam. With 23% more teachers in Nanaimo having over 20 years experience than is reflected in the provincial average, the district might anticipate significant turnover as large numbers of teachers will retire in the next few years. Table 4: Years of teaching experience—survey respondents compared to provincial profile Experience Group (Years) Coquitlam survey respondents Nanaimo survey respondents Provincial profile Less than one 2% 0% 3% One to four 11% 6% 18% Five to nine 25% 16% 21% Ten to nineteen 33% 25% 29% Twenty + 28% 52% 29% Teaching assignment and subject/work areas Classroom teachers made up 72% of respondents, with another 17% non-enrolling and 2% itinerant; 3% of respondents identified themselves as department heads, with 6% in “other” assignment categories. Respondents were invited to identify the subject/work area in which they spent most of their teaching time (Table 5). Almost half of respondents (44%) were elementary or middle school generalist teachers. Slightly over 40% of respondents indicated that they taught in more than one subject area, a pattern particularly pronounced in CAPP, English, and Learning Assistance. Table 5: Respondents’ subject/work areas Subject/Work area % of respondents – Coquitlam % of respondents – Nanaimo Elementary/Middle School generalist 24% 24% English/Language Arts 12% 15% Special Education 6% 11% Library 3% 4% Music/Drama/Fine Arts 7% 6% Science 10% 10% Social Studies 9% 7% Learning Assistance 12% 10% Industrial/Vocational/Tech. Studies 4% 3% Counselling 4% 5% Physical Education 6% 6% French as a Second Language 3% 3% Home Economics 3% 3% English as a Second Language 9% 5% Mathematics 10% 10% Alternative education 0% 1% Business Education 3% 2% History 4% 3% CAPP 6% 3% Distance Education/Distributed Learning 0% 0% Geography 2% 3% Languages other than English or French 4% 1% Other 11% 14% Grade levels taught, Split-grade and Multi-grade classes Many respondents taught more than one grade level. While this can be partly explained by the responses from secondary teachers, and from Special Ed/LA/ESL teachers, there were also a significant number of teachers (40%) who taught split grade or multi-grade classes in both Nanaimo and Coquitlam. Class size and composition Very few respondents stated that their class size or caseload had decreased (Table 6). Almost two-thirds of Nanaimo respondents reported increased class size, as did over one-third of Coquitlam teachers. Caseload data suggest Specialist support teachers also reported higher caseloads, with more Nanaimo Specialist teachers reporting increased caseload than was the case in Coquitlam. A sizeable minority of teachers in Coquitlam (37%) reported class sizes the same in the 2002–03 school year compared with the 2001–02 school year. However, only 22% of Nanaimo teachers reported class size the same in both years, reflecting significantly more negative views of class size changes in SD # 68. Table 6: Class size and composition Statement % increased % decreased % stayed the same % n/a don’t know % no response Compared to last year:           a. my class size has: 38* 63** 9 3 37 22 8 3 9 8 b. my caseload has: 34 46 2 2 29 29 15 5 20 17 Compared to last year, in my class/caseload, the number of:           designated (MoE funded) c. ESL students has: 30 25 3 8 40 34 14 11 13 22 d. students with special needs 37 49 1 6 39 26 13 7 10 12 e. students with beha-vioural problems 37 35 3 3 36 37 13 9 10 15 f. gifted students 12 6 6 5 36 36 28 24 19 29 non-designated (not MoE funded) g. ESL students has: 24 24 2 4 39 29 16 15 19 27 h. students with special needs 34 43 1 3 33 23 15 13 17 17 i. students with behavioural problems 43 42 2 2 30 27 12 13 13 16 j. gifted students 10 6 4 2 35 33 26 27 26 33 k. International students has: 20 24 3 0 27 22 27 25 24 29 * Coquitlam responses on first line ** Nanaimo responses on second line These data indicate that many classroom and Specialist support teachers have increased class-size or caseload, though there appear to be differences between the two districts, especially in terms of the high number of Nanaimo classroom teachers (63%) reporting increased class size, compared to 38% in Coquitlam. The numbers may under-represent the prevalence of increased class size as there are between 11% and 35% of respondents for whom the question was not applicable. This occurs when Specialist support teachers do not answer the class-size question, and when classroom teachers do not respond to the caseload question. Responses concerning changes from last year to this in terms of the numbers of designated students in classes or caseloads are similar in some areas between the two districts. Few state that there are decreased numbers of designated ESL students, students with special needs, or students with behavioural problems in their classes or caseloads. Most respondents report either increased numbers or the same as last year. A significant difference between the districts occurs in teachers’ perceptions concerning the numbers of students with special needs in their classes or caseloads, with 12% more Nanaimo teachers (49%) reporting increased numbers of designated students with special needs in their classes, compared to responses from Coquitlam (37%). This occurs also in terms of students who are not designated, but whom teachers consider to have special needs. 12% of Coquitlam respondents reported an increase in terms of Gifted students compared to 6% in Nanaimo. At least 20% of both districts’ respondents report increased numbers of fee-paying, International students in their classes. These numbers reflect teacher perceptions and views of class size and class composition issues. They indicate that, from the perception of most teachers, there have been no improvements this year in terms of class size, and in fact considerable deterioration, especially in Nanaimo, with almost two-thirds of respondents reporting increased class size. There are some grounds for concern in terms of the reporting of significant changes to class composition. Again, many more Nanaimo teachers appear to be reporting changed class composition than teachers in Coquitlam, particularly in terms of students with special needs. The concerns include levels of teacher preparedness (see Teacher views on Training and Practice), the ‘dumping’ of some categories of students into secondary elective courses, and placement of more students with special needs in fewer classes to maximize use of limited Special Education Assistant time. Teachers’ views on the Philosophy of Inclusion Data from this survey confirms B.C. teachers’ support for the philosophy of inclusion in schools, a finding consistent with many previous BCTF surveys of teacher views on the issue. At least 70% of teachers surveyed supported the philosophy of inclusion in both districts, with support slightly stronger in Coquitlam. Similarly, teachers in this survey reaffirm their view that the pragmatics of inclusion are difficult (Table 7). However, this survey also indicates that even more teachers support a range of placements other than full inclusion into regular classrooms, especially for some students with special needs. 79% of Coquitlam respondents, and 83% of Nanaimo respondents, felt there should be a range of placements other than full inclusion in regular classrooms. Similar but less-strongly-held views were expressed in relation to ESL students, where 74% of Coquitlam respondents, and 66% of Nanaimo respondents felt a range of placements appropriate. In terms of Gifted students, 66% of respondents in both Coquitlam and Nanaimo favoured a range of placements. Such views may indicate support for a greater use of resource rooms for some part of the day. In both districts, more than two-thirds of respondents favoured placement in non-school settings for some students with special needs. More than four times as many teachers favoured non-school placements in some cases than those supporting full school-based inclusion for all students. Such data may disturb those who believe in a fully inclusionary school system, as they appear to reflect support for exclusion in some circumstances. Teacher views on inclusionary philosophy may be linked to what they perceive to be the benefits to those students with exceptionalities, and to other students. Slightly more respondents agreed than disagreed that students with special needs benefited academically from inclusion, but between one-quarter and one-third of respondents did not believe students with special needs benefited academically from inclusion. In terms of social benefits for students with special needs a much greater number of respondents saw social benefits accruing to students because of inclusion. A very large majority of respondents stated that inclusion of exceptionalities in each class affected their capacity to meet the needs of other, non-exceptional students effectively. Such attitudes and beliefs require further exploration, as the picture is far from clear. On the one hand, teachers are philosophically supportive of inclusion, yet many also support placements within schools but outside of regular classes, and even placements outside of schools. Care should be taken to avoid simplistic analyses of such data. Do all teachers understand and/or define inclusion as it is defined in Special Education policy?3 Are teachers talking about all exceptionalities, or specific areas of concern? A tentative hypothesis is that teachers have few problems with the concept of inclusion for most of the categories of exceptionality reflected in Special Education designations, but there are a few key areas, such as severe behaviour problems leading to disruption, or high levels of physical dependency, where some teachers believe there is little to be gained (and in some instances, much to be lost) from inclusion. This may be in terms of the student with a special need, or in terms of benefits or problems for other students in their class or classes. Table 7: Philosophy and practice Statement % n/a or don’t know % strongly disagree % somewhat disagree % neutral % somewhat agree % strongly agree % no response a. I believe in and support the philosophy of inclusion within neighbourhood schools. 2* 1** 7 5 8 13 9 10 43 41 30 29 1 2 b. The daily implementation of the pragmatics of inclusion is difficult. 3 4 2 3 4 3 9 5 36 36 43 45 2 3 Most students with special needs benefit from inclusion:               c. academically. 4 3 13 10 18 18 23 21 28 33 11 11 2 3 d. socially. 2 1 3 3 3 6 9 6 38 43 45 36 1 3 Paperwork linked to (e), (f), and (g) has increased over the last five years:               e. students with special needs. 16 11 1 5 2 1 9 13 20 24 49 44 5 2 f. ESL students. 20 22 1 6 2 1 14 20 15 20 44 27 4 6 g. gifted students.   n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a   Resources/financial supports are adequate and enable appropriate delivery of services to:               h. students with special needs. 11 4 50 59 22 19 7 8 6 6 1 3 2 1 i. ESL students. 13 9 37 48 27 13 11 14 8 6 2 3 3 6 j. gifted students. 17 13 35 51 17 13 18 10 7 3 2 1 5 9 In my work I deal with (k), (l), and (m) who are not designated or recognized for funding or additional supports:               k. students with special needs 14 10 5 3 3 6 11 12 23 22 40 39 4 7 l. ESL students 15 15 3 6 3 5 13 18 28 22 33 22 4 13 m. gifted students 21 15 4 3 1 2 19 20 24 22 24 23 6 15 * Coquitlam responses on first line ** Nanaimo responses on second line Table 7: Philosophy and practice, continued Statement % n/a or don’t know % strongly disagree % somewhat disagree % neutral % somewhat agree % strongly agree % no response n. Inclusion of students with special needs affects my capacity to meet the needs of other students in the class. 6* 6** 3 3 2 3 7 7 24 22 42 37 16 22 I feel professionally prepared to work with:               o. students with special needs. 1 3 18 20 25 22 15 8 25 28 14 16 2 2 p. ESL students. 3 4 13 18 25 26 14 10 26 25 17 10 6 8 q. gifted students. 4 4 6 6 19 15 19 8 29 37 18 19 6 10 I am positive about working with other teachers in support of:               r. students with special needs. 2 1 2 0 5 5 8 7 37 38 46 45 2 3 s. ESL students. 3 3 1 1 5 3 7 7 35 36 46 41 3 8 t. gifted students. 6 2 1 1 4 3 10 6 34 36 41 42 4 10 u. I am positive about working with Special Education Assistants in support of students with special needs. 2 3 3 1 5 2 4 4 29 30 51 52 6 8 I feel that there should be a range of placements in appropriate settings for (v), (w), and (x) other than full inclusion into regular classrooms:               v. students with special needs 2 1 5 3 2 3 7 4 32 33 47 50 3 5 w. ESL students 2 3 6 6 5 8 10 8 35 32 39 34 3 10 x. gifted students 4 3 6 7 4 9 14 13 31 29 35 29 6 10 y. In some cases, some students with special needs would be better placed in a non-school setting. 2 1 6 6 9 6 8 10 32 30 36 37 17 13 * Coquitlam responses on first line ** Nanaimo responses on second line Teacher views on Training and Practice One of the most startling findings from this survey is the large number of teachers who state that they feel professionally unprepared to teach to the student diversity in their classrooms. Over 40% of respondents in both Nanaimo and Coquitlam stated that they felt professionally unprepared to teach students with special needs. A similar, but slightly lower, number of respondents felt unprepared to teach ESL students. A much smaller number of respondents (but still over 20% of teachers in both districts) felt unprepared to teach students who are Gifted. After many years of a provincial inclusionary policy, such perspectives are of concern. Inclusion is hardly newly-arrived, and the presence of students with exceptionalities in our schools is the norm. Yet, in spite of policy and the presence of students with exceptionalities over years, many teachers say that they feel unprepared to teach to such diversity. There are two obvious areas to address in terms of preparedness: pre-service and in-service training. It is still possible to graduate from some teacher training programs in B.C. without having taken units about teaching to exceptionalities. Even in institutions where units exist and are mandatory, the focus is limited and arguably insufficient. In terms of in-service, huge efforts are made by many districts and by many specialist support teachers to offer in-service to classroom teachers. Both pre-service and in-service provision of training for teaching to diversity compete with a mass of other training options: curriculum, assessment, classroom management, and technology, to name but a few. It may be time to stop looking through the lens of discrete training units. When exceptionality becomes one unit in competition with technology, a student or a teacher chooses one or the other to attend. Technology may ‘win’ and exceptionality may ‘lose’ in such a context. The alternative, hardly new as a concept but rare as a reality, is that pre-service and in-service training scrap the ‘diversity’ unit but thread it into every other unit. How do we incorporate consideration of diversity in our training of assessment, classroom management, technology? If diversity in our schools is a given and is pervasive, should we not thread all training with building capacity to adapt what we teach or assess so that all students are included? Teacher views on non designated, ‘grey area’ students In all three areas (Special Ed, ESL, Gifted) a large number of respondents state that they teach students who are not designated in any of the three categories but who, in their view, should be. This reflects the large numbers of so-called ‘grey area’ students, those requiring additional help or time to learn effectively. In some of the individual school Case Studies published as part of this project, some schools write IEPs for such students, and try to include them in the extra supports from Specialist teachers. However, there is some evidence that ‘grey area’ students may bear the brunt of cuts in service, as their needs may be less visible or less pressing than some students designated with special needs. Relationships Respondents were very positive about working with other teachers, and with Special Education Assistants. Over 80% of respondents indicated positive working relationships, with 8% or less reporting strained working relationships. Resources and paperwork Around three-quarters of respondents believe that resources for inclusion are inadequate, while slightly fewer state that paperwork has increased. While these might seem to be predictable, even mundane, responses, they encapsulate the two issues that are arguably straining the province’s inclusionary system to its limit: increased work expectations and reduced or inadequate resources. The issue of paperwork, much of it linked to a system more focused on accountability than support, is shown elsewhere in the research project to be reducing services to students. Districts are forced to produce extensive and excessive paperwork to prove to a government which underfunds education that they are spending inadequate funding in an accountable manner. Availability of school-based and district resources for students Availability of support is considered in Table 8, below. Teachers consider that school-based and district supports for students have declined in all eleven areas during this school year, compared to last year. Four areas are explored below. Available supports These data reflect a ranking of supports as seen by teachers. They do not in most cases gauge adequacy, but whether the supports, in the view of teachers, are available in some form. Where supports were seen as available, the range from highest-ranking category to the lowest was considerable. More than four in five Nanaimo teachers stated that Learning Assistance was available last year, but fewer than one in three considered that adequate adapted materials were available. High and low areas of available support – last year In both Nanaimo and Coquitlam, Learning Assistance support last year was identified as being available by more teachers than any other support. Teachers in both districts identified adequate modified and adapted materials as the least available support. Nanaimo teachers identified School-Based Teams as more available as a support than did teachers in Coquitlam, while both districts’ teachers had similar views on the poor supports for Gifted students, and limited adequacy of SEA support. High and low areas of available support – this year The data from both districts are disturbing – fewer teachers identify supports as being available this year. There are four areas of major differences between the districts. Two relate to Specialist teacher support, while the other two relate to services to ESL students and to the Gifted. While 64% of Nanaimo teachers reported ESL supports as being available last year, only 46% reported available ESL supports this year, a decline of 18%, compared to a 3% decline in Coquitlam. In terms of Specialist support for students with special needs, the difference is even more alarming, with 21% fewer Nanaimo teachers stating that such supports were available this year compared to last, and 31% fewer stating that Specialist teaching of students was available this year. Changes in the level of support for students in 2003 compared to 2002 Very few respondents identified increased support for students (Table 8). Respondents in both Coquitlam and Nanaimo identified Specialist support and SEAs as areas where supports were reduced. In Nanaimo, reduced services for the Gifted were also identified as significant, as was Learning Assistance in Coquitlam. But a sizeable number of respondents also stated that levels of support were similar this year to last, particularly in terms of school-based teams, and in terms of modified and adapted materials. At first sight some of these data appear contradictory, but in terms of modified/adapted materials, the message appears to be that they were poor last year, and little has changed in the school year in which these data were collected (2002–03). Table 8: Availability of school-based and district supports FOR STUDENTS Support Last year (2001–02) This year (2002–03) Support this year, compared to last   % Yes % No % n/a nr % Yes % No % n/a nr % More % Less % Same % n/a nr In my class/caseload:                     a. ESL support was/is available for students. 71* 64** 6 12 23 24 68 46 10 30 22 24 0 3 37 42 37 25 25 30 b. Specialist support was/is available for students with special needs. 74 76 3 8 23 17 70 55 8 25 22 19 1 0 52 51 21 25 26 23 c. Support was/is available for gifted students. 52 52 13 20 41 28 48 21 16 50 36 29 1 0 25 43 32 20 41 37 d. Support was/is available for dealing with student behaviour. 66 74 12 11 21 15 62 67 19 17 19 16 2 1 45 36 30 42 24 20 e. Learning Assistance support was/is available for students. 78 83 2 2 20 15 72 76 9 6 20 17 3 1 49 43 23 37 24 19 f. Pull-out services were/are available for students. 61 57 9 10 31 32 57 50 15 17 28 34 2 1 44 36 21 27 34 36 g. There was/is an effective school-based team in my school. 65 80 14 7 21 13 60 72 19 10 20 17 2 3 22 22 44 53 33 22 h. Modified/adapted materials were/are available for students. 59 58 12 18 29 23 56 57 15 18 28 25 2 3 25 16 39 50 34 30 i. Modified and adapted materials were/ are adequate. 36 31 32 43 32 26 35 33 32 41 33 26 1 2 21 13 38 52 40 33 j. Specialist support teachers provided/ provide direct teaching to students. 66 62 7 19 27 19 59 49 15 31 27 21 2 1 42 45 23 29 32 23 k. Students had/have adequate Special Education Assistant support. 53 35 21 42 26 23 40 22 34 55 25 23 1 2 45 43 22 30 31 25 * Coquitlam responses on first line ** Nanaimo responses on second line ‡ nr = no response Availability of support for teachers In none of the 17 categories in Table 9, below, did a majority of teachers state that there were more supports available for them in the 2002–03 school year than there were in the 2001–02 school year. In only one area (support from AOs) was there strong evidence that for a sizeable number of respondents (over 60%) in both districts, supports this year were similar to last. In two areas (school based team meetings and meetings with parents) over 40% of teachers in both districts reported the same levels of support in both years. In most other areas, respondents reported reduced supports for them as teachers. The highest impacts were in the areas of behaviour and special needs, while the highest concerns were in areas of Specialist teacher support, SEAs, behaviour, students with special needs, and capacity to meet the needs of other students in the class. These data suggest that while there have been some immediate and high impacts, teachers have high levels of concern in more areas than have been impacted to date. Of the 17 categories, ‘high concern’ responses ranged from a low of 26% to a high of 60%. This reflects a high level of concern, as between one in four and three in five teachers have high levels of concern for each of the identified areas. Levels of concern appeared slightly higher in Nanaimo than Coquitlam, with a noticeably higher concern among teachers in terms of support from the Nanaimo school district. Around 10% more teachers in Nanaimo than Coquitlam stated that they felt less district support in 2002–03 than in 2001–02. Similar numbers reported that this reduced support was ‘high impact’, and that it was a high concern when anticipating the 2003–04 school year. Teachers in Nanaimo clearly feel much less supported by their district administration/governance than do teachers in Coquitlam, and have greater concerns for future levels of support. Table 9: Availability of supports FOR TEACHERS Support This year compared to last year Impact of this issue this year Concern about this issue for next year   % same % more % less % n/a, nr‡ % high % low % none % n/a, nr‡ % high % low % none % n/a, nr‡ Support for you as a teacher from:                         a. Special Ed/LA Specialist support teachers. 31* 35** 2 2 41 40 26 23 36 29 24 29 11 15 28 27 58 60 13 11 4 5 26 24 b. ESL Specialist support teachers. 37 20 2 1 32 50 29 29 29 32 27 24 13 15 31 29 47 53 18 12 7 6 28 29 c. Special Education Assistants. 26 31 2 2 40 36 31 31 38 34 17 20 11 13 34 32 55 59 9 6 7 3 30 32 d. Counsellors/ others to deal with student behaviour. 34 34 0 3 41 42 24 21 38 39 18 22 15 13 30 26 54 59 12 13 8 4 26 24 e. Administrative Officers. 64 61 0 3 13 17 22 18 19 21 17 27 34 28 29 24 26 30 20 25 26 20 28 24 f. the School District. 31 20 1 1 37 48 31 30 30 38 15 17 19 14 36 31 38 48 14 13 14 8 33 31 g. Demands for meetings linked to School-Based Teams. 41 43 10 13 13 12 36 32 18 22 19 18 22 26 41 34 25 29 17 17 17 20 41 34 Availability of time for:                         h. meetings with parents. 42 48 5 3 31 30 22 18 27 23 26 31 20 22 27 24 35 36 24 28 15 10 26 26 i. completing paperwork. 28 33 21 15 31 34 20 18 43 37 18 24 15 15 24 24 51 50 16 16 10 8 23 26 Capacity to meet the needs of students in the class who are:                         j. ESL students. 34 31 5 3 34 38 27 29 32 33 25 21 11 15 32 31 45 45 15 11 7 10 33 34 k. students with special needs. 18 24 10 8 37 43 28 24 45 45 19 20 8 8 31 27 55 59 9 10 5 4 31 27 l. students with behaviour problems. 24 30 11 8 41 38 24 24 49 47 15 17 8 8 28 28 57 58 9 13 5 2 30 27 m. gifted students. 38* 27** 3 2 28 39 32 31 26 28 22 22 17 15 36 34 32 39 19 15 13 10 37 36 n. Capacity to meet the needs of other students in the class. 26 27 5 3 43 48 27 22 43 43 17 18 9 9 32 29 51 54 12 13 5 3 32 30 o. Support for develop-ing Individual Edu-cation Plans (IEPs). 33 29 4 4 34 41 30 27 34 38 19 21 13 11 34 30 42 48 15 15 11 8 33 30 p. Support for develop-ing and updating Annual Instruction Plans (AIPs) for ESL students. 33 24 4 1 25 36 38 38 25 27 17 15 19 17 39 38 32 30 14 16 16 11 38 43 q. Capacity to follow the directions of the IEPs in the class. 30 32 4 3 35 38 31 27 34 35 19 20 14 15 33 30 42 43 13 16 12 9 33 32 * Coquitlam responses on first line ** Nanaimo responses on second line ‡ nr = no response Teachers’ enjoyment of teaching, and professional relationships Table 10: Enjoyment of teaching, and professional relationships Statement % n/a, nr‡, don’t know % strongly disagree % somewhat disagree % neutral % somewhat agree % strongly agree a. I enjoy teaching this year at the same level as previous years. 5* 3** 24 21 26 24 8 4 23 27 13 21 b. Teaching is more stressful this year than last year. 5 1 7 13 9 4 8 10 32 32 38 39 c. Teaching this year is just the same as every other year. 7 4 45 43 30 24 8 8 8 13 2 9 d. Each year there are some cuts that make teaching more difficult. 5 1 5 6 5 3 4 3 24 26 57 61 e. I feel appreciated as a teacher by the students I teach. 2 1 6 3 11 14 6 4 46 49 28 29 f. I still have time to enjoy social conversations with students. 2 2 11 6 21 15 7 7 44 52 15 18 g. I feel appreciated as a teacher by the parents of students I teach. 3 3 9 9 19 12 15 10 40 47 14 18 I am experiencing difficulty in working relationships this year with:             h. other teachers 8 6 38 42 18 15 13 18 17 12 6 6 i. AOs 10 8 36 40 16 17 15 17 14 13 9 6 j. SEAs 13 35 44 30 13 8 24 20 5 6 1 2 k. district staff 21 32 30 20 11 8 28 26 6 9 3 4 I am experiencing increased conflict this year with:             l. other teachers 11 11 41 45 10 11 16 23 17 8 5 1 m. AOs 12 10 38 41 14 15 19 22 9 10 8 3 n. SEAs 14 35 46 34 11 7 26 23 3 1 1 0 o. district staff 20 32 36 24 8 12 30 24 5 6 1 2 * Coquitlam responses on first line ** Nanaimo responses on second line ‡ nr = no response For those who responded to this survey, teaching this year is not the same as it has been (Table 10). The data clearly show that most teachers still feel appreciated by the students they teach. But they also suggest a struggle: teachers still ‘love teaching’, the fundamental concept of being with and teaching students, but there also exists a sense of increased stress and reduced enjoyment, with cuts every year that make the job of teaching more difficult. 70% of teachers in both districts reported that teaching was more stressful in 2002–03 than in 2001–02 while over 80% blamed the increased stress on cuts in various school years. In terms of relationships, most respondents are positive about their professional relationships with other teachers, AOs, SEAs, and district staff. The data on how teachers believe parents appreciate them as teachers is slightly less positive, with a noticeable difference between the two districts, with Nanaimo teachers reporting a higher level of parent appreciation. These data, when read in conjunction with the Table 9 data (Supports for teachers) clearly show that teachers link incremental cuts over years, and major changes in the 2002–03 school year, to increased stress in a job more difficult to manage. Such cuts result from the actions of the B.C. provincial government, but are also linked to how districts manage the available resources. Clearly teachers in Nanaimo have less confidence that their district supports teachers than do teachers in Coquitlam. Personal, career, and family impacts resulting from teaching Responses to this section relating to personal, career, and family impacts (Table 11), can be considered in three areas: Impacts on teachers’ time A massive 86% of respondents in both districts agreed that more was expected of them each year. A sizeable majority of teachers spend evenings and weekends doing school-related work, with a higher number reporting this from Coquitlam. About 14% of respondents state that they are working part-time to ease work pressures, while around 30% are considering such a move. Teachers reported that the issue of time also affected their home lives, with 62% of respondents stating that they had less time and energy for partners/families in the 2002–03 school year. Wellness Responses indicate that the demands of teaching are making a significant number of teachers physically unwell. Over one-third of respondents state that they are not keeping physically well this school year, while about one-half say they cannot keep up the current pace for much longer. 41% of teachers in Coquitlam and 37% in Nanaimo, say that it is the pressure of working as a teacher that is making them sick. Respondents’ views of teaching as a profession Only 29% of Coquitlam respondents would recommend teaching as a career if asked, compared to 41% of Nanaimo respondents. About three-quarters of respondents in both districts stated that they still loved teaching. However, only 64% of teachers in Coquitlam, and 69% in Nanaimo, stated that they intended to stay in the profession, with 28% of Coquitlam teachers (21% in Nanaimo) considering quitting teaching. These data reflect deep disillusionment from many teachers: overworked, highly-stressed, under-appreciated, and facing the brunt of doing a tough job with fewer resources. Table 11: Personal, career, and family impacts Statement % n/a, nr‡, don’t know % strongly disagree % somewhat disagree % neutral % somewhat agree % strongly agree a. I am considering changing teaching assignments next year. 9* 12** 30 38 11 7 15 15 19 14 16 14 b. Each year more is expected of me as a teacher. 4 3 1 2 4 6 4 3 26 36 60 50 c. I am keeping physically well this school year. 1 1 14 16 20 17 15 4 34 40 15 20 d. The pressure of work this year is making me unwell. 2 3 19 25 19 20 19 15 29 20 12 17 e. I cannot keep working at this pace for much longer. 3 4 13 17 13 14 20 16 30 27 21 21 f. I spend too many hours a week doing school-related work in evenings and at weekends. 2 3 8 13 12 15 17 17 30 25 31 26 g. I have less time and energy for my partner/ family this school year. 5 4 8 16 10 10 15 8 31 29 31 33 h. I would recommend teaching as a career if asked. 3 5 26 20 23 18 18 15 20 24 9 17 i. I am considering working part-time to ease the pressure of work. 9 12 32 34 11 7 18 15 17 15 13 17 j. I am working part-time to ease the pressure of work. 30 35 33 27 4 3 19 20 4 2 9 13 k. I am concerned about a forced change in assignment. 13 13 16 20 11 7 17 13 22 17 22 30 l. I am concerned about the possibility of being laid off. 12 19 35 32 14 7 14 17 10 8 15 17 m. I am considering early retirement. 16 17 32 20 5 5 15 11 14 25 19 22 n. I am considering quitting teaching. 10 13 36 43 9 7 19 16 17 12 11 9 o. I still love teaching. 2 4 5 3 8 9 11 8 33 28 40 48 p. I intend to stay in the profession. 7 11 7 6 10 8 12 6 28 29 36 40 * Coquitlam responses on first line ** Nanaimo responses on second line ‡ nr = no response Conclusion The data in this report reflect the perspectives of 380 teachers in two school districts during the 2002–03 school year. In almost every area of focus (class size, class composition, supports for students, supports for teachers) teachers report that much more is expected of them with fewer resources and supports. While this was happening incrementally over several years prior to the 2002–03 school year, there is considerable evidence that the cuts in the 2002–03 school year are jeopardizing the chances of success for many students. Classroom teachers are reporting that they are less effective in meeting all students’ needs with increased class size, no limits on composition, less support from specialist support teachers, and reduced Special Education Assistant time allocation. At the same time that teachers report their concerns over meeting students’ needs, this report provides evidence that teachers’ health and wellness are being negatively impacted by the increased demands placed upon them by cash-strapped districts. Teacher responses to this survey reflect alarming levels of fatigue and disillusion with a system that keeps asking for more from teachers. There are significant numbers reporting illness caused by work pressure, and a sizeable number considering quitting the profession. An increased number of students’ needs are not being met, while teachers are becoming increasingly fatigued. These two key findings are the direct consequence of provincial government actions in terms of funding, legal, and contractual changes. None of these fiscally-driven changes have improved opportunities for students. Can critics of class composition limits in contracts demonstrate how their removal has improved services for students with special needs, with large numbers of designated students in some classes? Is there an explanation to parents of how removing close to $230 million from targeted funding led to 8% fewer designations of high incidence students, likely with corresponding loss of service for 8% of their children? How did the removal of ratios for specialist support teachers, with fewer, and many less-experienced, staff in these positions, help support classroom teachers and students? How do reduced numbers or hours of Special Education Assistants improve support? Some of the answers to these questions are to be found in this report. Teachers’ responses to this survey show exactly where the price is being paid, and by whom. Simply put, students and teachers are paying a high price for the provincial government’s actions in terms of funding, contractual, and legislative changes. These changes not only reduce services to the most vulnerable students in B.C.’s public schools, but also make it much more difficult to provide services to all students. The data in this report are ambivalent, but may be reflecting early signs of a backlash to the philosophy and policy of Inclusion among teachers. While around 70% of the teachers who responded to this survey support the philosophy of inclusion in neighbourhood schools, around 80% supported a range of placements other than full inclusion in regular classrooms. If resources intended to support Inclusion are systematically withdrawn, teachers may become less supportive of Inclusion. If provincial policy is not supported by provincial resources, when does the policy itself falter or break down? Appendix: Survey instrument  ________________________________ 1 Data source: Ministry of Education Standard Report 2057, Age distribution of educators within province (for 2000–01). N.B. The term “educators” includes all educators—teachers and administrators—in B.C. public schools, so comparisons are approximate rather than exact. 2 Data source: Ministry of Education Standard Report 2057, Age distribution of educators within province (for 2000–01). N.B. The term “educators” includes all educators—teachers and administrators—in B.C. public schools, so comparisons are approximate rather than exact. 3 “Inclusion is the value system which holds that all students are entitled to equitable access to learning, achievement and the pursuit of excellence in all aspects of their education. The practice of inclusion transcends the idea of physical location, and incorporates basic values that promote participation, friendship and interaction.” Special Education Services: A Manual of Policies, Procedures and Guidelines, BC Ministry of Education, 1995   About Us | News & Events | Publications | Advocacy & Action | Social Justice | Issues in Education © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=29037,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2013   Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 25, Number 4, Jan./Feb. 2013   BC Education Plan  “In making change, you don’t have to boil the ocean.” By James Duthie   David Komljenovic and Tara Ehrcke did a good job in the Nov./Dec. Teacher magazine of exposing the corporate agenda behind the BC Education Plan. This agenda is a major cause of concern, but not the only one. Other worrying aspects of the plan are: the questionable generalizations about the world of the 21st century, the wholesale denigration of current teaching practices, the discrediting of the act of teaching and the dismissal of the need for a body of fundamental knowledge. Above all, there is the reckless haste with which these changes are to be undertaken. Generalizations  Both the BC Education Plan and the Premier’s Technology Council document, “A Vision for 21st Century Education” make sweeping generalizations about how different the 21st century is going to be, and how the current system cannot prepare students for it. It’s true that technology is changing and that the amount of information available is increasing exponentially, but I would suggest that that is all the more reason to emphasize the fundamentals—the ability to focus, the ability to ask the appropriate questions, the ability to think clearly, to have a well-stocked mind, a sense of civic duty, empathy, and communication skills. And I would suggest that these fundamentals are not best taught by teaching some basic skills, then setting students loose on a “personalized” program enabled by technology. Public education has always been about communicating society’s core values and knowledge to the young, so it necessarily has had an element of conformity, which is not a bad thing. Increased opportunity to roam in “the cloud” is not a substitute for a good education. Proposed reforms denigrate current practice  This raises the second point, that the proposed reforms consistently denigrate current teaching practice. The Education Plan itself says, “teachers will be empowered to shift from being the primary source of content to focus on helping students learn how to learn,” and the Premier’s Technology Council talks about changing the role “from teacher as lecturer to teacher as guide.” Even teachers themselves seem to share this disparaging attitude. Recently, Dover Bay Secondary School in Nanaimo produced a video for the “Flip Your Classroom” competition to win money for technology, in which the teacher was portrayed as a boring buffoon. With respect, these portrayals are a gross distortion of what goes on in classrooms. Most teachers I know go to great lengths not merely to lecture, but to give students a wide variety of learning activities designed to have them engage with the content and with each other while strengthening their skills and exploring issues. Sound educational policy cannot be based upon caricatures, but that is what is happening here. Why teachers are not rising up in protest against this misrepresentation of what they do is beyond me. Discrediting the act of teaching  The Education Plan, like so many reform documents before it, also discredits the actual act of teaching, implying that only student-chosen “personalized” learning is of value. How often have we heard the old canard that teachers should cease to be the “sage on the stage” and become the “guide on the side”? This is simply a false dichotomy; there is a place in the teaching/learning process for both roles, and good teachers know when and how to shift from the one to the other. But the teaching component is essential before students are ready to launch into self-directed study. Psychologically, everyone needs a period of dependency on their teacher before they can undertake a task. Furthermore, the education plan completely overlooks the chemistry that takes place between student and teacher in the classroom. Whatever the reformers may say about current teaching practice, there is a magic in good teaching which, while it cannot be quantified, is very powerful. Clifford Orwin, in a piece he wrote for the Globe and Mail called “Don’t Teach Until You Can See the Whites of Their Eyes,” explained the importance of the human interaction between teacher and student. In a brilliant analogy he compared the way a good teacher teaches to jazz improvisation, with the teacher responding in the moment to the feel and the feedback of the lesson to make each one a unique learning experience. You can’t duplicate that in online learning. The difference between online and face-to-face teaching is the difference between recorded and live performance; there’s no comparison. Nor is it fair to suggest that such teaching never happens; it does. Not every lesson is masterful, but many more of them are, than the pundits behind the BC Education Plan would suggest. They should visit a large number of classrooms to find out what really goes on before making free with their stereotypes. Some of the reformers actually give themselves away by acknowledging the power of face-to-face teaching. Rod Allen, BC superintendent of student achievement, is quoted in The Tyee, October 5, 2012, as saying: “It will be interesting for people to learn from us and we learn from them, but it’s what happens when you’re in the room together actively discussing and thinking about those issues that, to me, is the real magic." (my italics). Larry Rosenstock, principal (sorry, chief executive officer) of High-Tech High in San Diego, one of the poster schools of the reform movement, said in the video “Project-based Learning at High-Tech High” that rigour consists of, “…being in the company of a passionate adult who is rigorously pursuing inquiry in the area of their subject matter and inviting students along as peers in that adult discourse.” Notice the language; “in the room together…real magic,” and “in the company of a passionate adult”—both good descriptions of the power of face-to-face teaching. Both men would probably admit that electronic interaction is no substitute for live teaching. Quite apart from the human interaction involved in teaching there is the question of content. BCEP does talk about staying strong on the basics, at a very basic level, but then shifts its focus to learning how to learn, personalization, flexibility, parental involvement, and so on. Fine talk, but how does it square with the idea that there are certain things that young people need to know if they are to become functional members of society? As a retired history and socials teacher, I maintain that knowledge of history, and the critical analysis of historical truth claims, are essential for any understanding of how the world is as it is, and what options are available to us in the present situation. There is also a strong case that the young should have exposure to the canon of literature, that they should understand our democratic system, and so on; in other words, they should have a well-stocked mind. This need is not rendered obsolete by the availability of information in “the cloud.” Knowledge only exists in a human mind, not in a databank, and until it is transferred from that databank to the mind and categorized, internalized, reflected upon, and evaluated, it might as well not exist. If the proposed reforms go ahead, the opportunity for the young to develop a coherent body of knowledge will be much diminished. If a child wants to pursue her or his passion of the moment, or if a parent intervenes to say that their child should study this but not that, and education is personalized (read splintered and fragmented) then the possibility of a core curriculum is gone. Moving ahead with reckless haste  The worst aspect of the current reform drive is the rapidity with which its supporters want to ditch traditional education. Their proposals may have some merit, but changing fundamental attitudes and methods is a slow, incremental business, starting with improved training, followed by implementation in pilot schools where new methods can be tried out, discarded, or refined. In a report on Canada’s healthcare system, “Strengthening Health Systems Through Innovation,” co-author Anne Snowdon said that, in making change, “You don’t have to boil the ocean.” Policymakers in BC’s Ministry of Education would do well to heed her advice. James Duthie, retired teacher, Nanaimo    Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13108&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 1998 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 11, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 1998 “Would you like fries with that?” The folly of school “choice” by Pat Clarke Alberta is in the midst of a charter-schools experiment. It isn’t going so well. Embezzlement, fraud, and misrepresentation are a few of the problems encountered. In Calgary one of the schools was ordered closed in May, the Ministry of Education citing “financial irregularities.” Charter school enthusiasts are discovering that opening and operating a school is more complicated than running a shoe store or a filling station. Much more serious, however, than the logistical or administrative issues surrounding the free-enterprise bromides that equate public education with “consumer choice” or “private initiative” is the philosophical fallacy that fairness and equality can be obtained only by satisfying individual preferences. In terms of public education, the concept of equity is multi-faceted; it is not only about “options.” Public schools foster equity by providing a common program of education to all children. Individual or special needs and differences are accommodated to make education services or the common program accessible. We place such a high value on equity and access in public education because only through education do we assure a more equitable society, a society of equal opportunity. The proposition that public education functions fairly only when it provides a wide array of choices in order to satisfy preferences or beliefs is a deliberate or thoughtless perversion of the primary purpose of public schools. The accommodation of preferences or particular beliefs or theories in the form of “choices” will diminish equity; it will, as a natural outcome, allow and encourage advantage, hence disparity in equality of opportunity. The vociferous proponents of charter schools, vouchers, and other variations on the choice theme in public education do not agree with, do not understand, or do not care about the democratic principles that are the foundation of public education. Choices in public education based on preference and belief are primarily intended to give children in certain circumstances advantages. This is entirely different from enhancing access and is, if anything, precisely the opposite of equity. Public school efforts at alternative programming or individualized instruction are intended to give more children a level playing field. Lighthouse or magnet schools, voucher schools, and the like may address some access issues, but mostly they provide exclusive surroundings, schools defined as much by whom they exclude as by whom they include. They don’t tilt the playing field; they create their own, and through school philosophy, programming, and admissions, they “gate it” so that only certain people get to use it. This is all about installing advantages and exclusivity in the public school system. It is also about perverting fundamental democratic principles. The more exclusivity we build into public education, the less equity we can achieve. The more circumscribed schools become in enhancing equal opportunity, the more we engender a society of privilege rather than equality. Somewhere, sometime, a lot of people forgot (perhaps they never knew) what public education is supposed to do. It is supposed to be about building a democratic community. Public schools are supposed to be places where children share a common and communal learning experience that gives all of them an equal opportunity to be productive, successful, and participating citizens. Public schools are therefore foundation pieces in democratic societies. Without the critical “equalizing” function of public schools, we will become a less democratic society. Public schools cannot go very far in servicing particular preferences, interests, or beliefs before they betray their mandate as institutions serving democratic principles such as equity and become the educational equivalent of a fast food restaurant: You’ll have lots of “choice,” but you’ll need money to enjoy the product. Pat Clarke is an assistant director in the BCTF’s Professional Development Division. This article is based on a paper presented at a BCSTA Public Ed Forum: Choice and the Public School Context. October 16–17, 1998.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=27116&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 7, May/June 2012   Mapping desire and power within the field of education policy in BC  By Tobey Steeves   In their overview of qualitative interviewing (QI) as research methodology, Kvale & Brinkmann (2009) insist “…knowledge is power. The social practice of research interviewing may become a form of democratic practice that can be used to help create a free democratic society.” With this generalized goal in mind, I initiated an interview-based research inquiry into education policy in British Columbia. Beginning with the question: What desires are privileged by education policy in BC?, I solicited the participation of a well-established policy maker/ analyst and organized a series of questions that were designed to elicit a rudimentary outline of education policy in BC as a field of power. Phrased more succinctly, I used targeted questions to map the winners and losers within BC’s education policy-making arena. In this article I will share the fruits of my analysis. I will begin by contextualizing my choice of an interviewee—Dr. Charles Ungerleider. From here I will describe the methodologies used in analyzing interview data, and summarize key aspects of my analysis. To conclude, I will consider the study’s generalizability, and return to the question of QI as a means of “creating a free democratic society.” Ungerleider served as BC’s Deputy Minister of Education from 1998–2001, and currently splits his time between UBC, where he is a professor specializing in the sociology of education and Directions Evidence and Policy Research Group, LLP where he is director of Research and Managing Partner. In 2003 Ungerleider published a book-length analysis of education policy in Canada titled “Failing our kids: How we are ruining public schools,” he has been widely published in academic journals, and he is a frequent contributor to local and national media. As a result, I felt confident in drawing on his expertise to map the desires structuring education policy in BC. After some organizing, I compiled a series of targeted questions, and we scheduled a 60-minute interview at his office. Our discussion was recorded, and 20 minutes were transcribed for analysis (see http://ow.ly/a5Exy). For the purposes of this study I combined two complementary lenses of analysis: narrative analysis and positioning analysis. To simplify and summarize, narrative analysis assumes that “…through live stories individuals and groups make sense of themselves; they tell what they are or what they wish to be, as they tell so they come, they are their stories.” (Cortazzi, 2001). Positioning analysis, on the other hand, assumes that “…selves are located in conversations as observably and subjectively coherent participants in jointly produced storylines…” (Davies & Harré, 1990). Taken in conjunction, narrative analysis provides a means with which to analyze interview data as a story (i.e., with actors, a plot, and genre), and positioning analysis makes it possible to use interview data to construct a stratified field of power. In a very meaningful sense, applying narrative analysis to interview data can be understood as analogous with translating a conversation into a script for a movie. My transcription and translation revealed that Ungerleider had foregrounded protagonists and antagonists, and scripted them within a particular genre. It should be no surprise that the principal actors in Ungerleider’s “movie script” were teachers, BC’s Liberal Party, the BCTF, and BC’s Supreme Court. From here, Ungerleider casts the BCTF as inspired by moralistic idealisms and marginally dishonest (lines 184-191). On the other hand, the Liberal Party was cast as adamantly anti-labour, and scripted as British Columbia’s version of the United States’ Republican Party (lines 324-366). BC’s Supreme Court, meanwhile, was cast as an external arbiter of legitimacy, and was more or less scripted as a bystander in the ongoing dispute between the BCTF and the Liberal Party (lines 157-171). It is also worth mentioning that Canadian society itself was cast as a vulnerable body, under threat from atomistic forces unleashed by the diminution of the state (lines 24-25; 99-104). These actors fit together within a plot that is more or less a “rigged game”—Teachers ask and teachers fight, but government reserves the ultimate monopoly on legitimacy (lines 302-303). As a result, interview data foregrounded two distinct genres: action and political affairs. Whereas an action story is one that has some risky decision linked with the experience of conflict and resolution, political affairs are those that involve governance and the desires of the state. To sum up, in Ungerleider’s script, teachers made the risky decision of challenging the state, but they appear to have little to no chance of gaining legitimacy within the eyes of the state. By filtering transcript data through the lens of positioning analysis, I was able to tentatively locate actors within a field of power. For instance, Ungerleider positioned the state as simultaneously under attack (lines 99-109) and dominant (lines 302-317; 285-290). It is important to emphasize, however, that the state is—to some extent—held in check by the Supreme Court (lines 302-312), and yet the Supreme Court is positioned as a more or less disinterested actor (lines 195-196). Teachers, meanwhile, are positioned as feminized victims of state policy (lines 285-317). The element of feminization is critical, and was contextualized by Apple & Jungck (1992) as an attempt by state legislatures, departments of education, and educational managers to rationalize and standardize the process and products of teaching as a collection of measurable “competencies” and so on [; and] is related to a longer history of attempts to control the labour of occupations that have historically been seen as women’s paid work. In this way, teachers in BC may be understood as under attack, and the instrumentalist state—as embodied within BC’s Liberal party—takes on a misogynistic and tyrannical hue. Against this backdrop, society is positioned as an effect of the state’s desire: Given that the state has affirmed the construction of the common good as a privatized experience, society lacks “glue” or a “common set of values” (line 411). As a result, according to Ungerleider, society itself is at risk of fragmenting into a chaotic mass of self-interest and selfish desire. Here Ungerleider implicitly links the impacts of education policy in BC with broader socio-cultural trends. In particular, a growing chorus of research has foregrounded the effects of neo-liberal policy as imbricating a “narcissism epidemic” (Twenge & Campbell, 2009) and “Generation Me” (Twenge, 2003). Taken together, Ungerleider constructs an asymmetrical field of power in which a pitched battle is being fought, and the outcome most singularly at stake is our collective future. To conclude, my interview with Ungerleider provided the resources for diagramming the field power that regulates education policy in BC. It should be stressed, however, that the results of my study are unquestionably un-generalizable, (i.e., if I asked a dozen different actors, I’d get at least a dozen different diagrams). Nevertheless, I would suggest that the map provides a tentative answer to the question, What desires are privileged by education policy in BC?, and may be useful in the fight to achieve a “free democratic society” (Kvale & Brinkmann, 2009).  Tobey Steeves, Vancouver TTOC  References:   Apple, M., & Jungck, S. (1992). You donít have to be a teacher to teach this unit: Teaching, technology and control in the classroom. In (A. Hargreaves & M. Fullan (Eds.), Understanding teacher development (pp. 20-42). New York, NY: Teachers College Press. Cortazzi, M. (2001). Narrative analysis in ethnography. In P. Atkinson, A. Coffey, S. Delamont, J. Lofland, & L. Lofland (Eds.), Handbook of ethnography (pp. 384-394). London, UK: Sage. Davies, B., & HarrÈ, R. (1990). Positioning: The discursive production of selves. Journal for the theory of social development, 20(1), 43-63. Foucault, M. (2001). Kvale, S., & Brinkmann, S. (2009). InterViews: Learning the craft of qualitative research interviewing. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage. Twenge, J. (2003). Generation me: Why todayís young Americans are more confident, assertive, entitled - and more miserable than ever before. New York, NY: Free Press. Twenge, J., & Campbell, K (2009). The narcissism epidemic: Living in the age of entitlement. New York, NY: Simon & Schuster.  )
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141007,patch.com,http://patch.com/new-jersey/chatham/texting-can-be-a-pain-in-the-neckreally,Chatham, New Jersey Patch | Local News, Community, Sports, Shopping, Restaurants, Things To Do Toggle navigation Chatham Patch Find Your Patch My Favorites Add to Favorites Recently Visited Find Your Community   Find your Patch by name or zipcode. Browse Patches by State Nearby Patches Madison Summit Millburn-Short Hills East Hanover-Florham Park Springfield Morris Township-Morris Plains Morristown Livingston State Edition New Jersey Browse All Patches Within New Jersey National Edition Best of Patch Nationwide About Patch Contribute to Patch Patch Home Topics Around Town Arts & Entertainment Back To School Bulletin Board Business Classifieds Going Green Good News Lifestyle Obituaries Opinion Police & Fire Politics Real Estate Schools Small Business Voices Sports Bulletin Board 07 Oct 2014 68° Mostly Cloudy Share your local photos on Patch #ChathamPatch Breaking News Hunter Kills Rabid Coyote That Bit Two People in Chester Twp., Cops Say Just the fifth confirmed case in 25 years, police report. Most Recent Police & Fire Stuffed Animals, Trash In 'Suspicious Package' Snarls Rt. 287 Traffic, Cops Say Bomb squad needed to open suitcase on median, road shut for two hours Monday morning. By Jason Koestenblatt (Patch Staff) Updated October 6, 2014 at 1:11 pm 0 Schools Milton Avenue Elementary Wins National Blue Ribbon Award The school was one of only nine in the state to receive the honor. By Megan Taros (Patch Staff) Updated October 6, 2014 at 11:17 am 0 Police & Fire Morristown Cocaine Dealer, Bloods Gang Member Gets 13 Years in Prison Jhana Wilfong won't be parole eligible for nearly six years, report says. By Jason Koestenblatt (Patch Staff) Updated October 6, 2014 at 10:10 am 0 Good News Help Support Morris County's Homeless During Family Promise Week In nationwide effort to help the homeless, Oct. 12 - Oct. 19 has been named Family Promise Week. The Morris County chapter helps thousands. By Emily Everson (Patch Staff) Updated October 5, 2014 at 8:32 pm 0 Real Estate $1.3M Selling Price for 12-Room Glenmere Road Home See which homes sold where recently. By Jason Koestenblatt (Patch Staff) Updated October 4, 2014 at 11:36 am 0 Around Town Burglars Sought, 'Housewives' Sentenced, Landscapers Killed in Ditch Collapse Tops News Long Valley man grows pumpkin weighing nearly half-a-ton. By Jason Koestenblatt (Patch Staff) Updated October 3, 2014 at 10:17 am 0 Schools Chatham Education Foundation Hosts Trivia Night to Benefit School District of the Chathams Registration for teams behind Oct. 9 at 9 p.m. By Megan Taros (Patch Staff) Updated October 2, 2014 at 12:43 pm 0 Politics Freeholder 'Incensed' U.S. Not Doing Enough for Marine in Mexican Prison Board of Freeholders adopts resolution urging president, congress to take immediate action on release of Marine Sgt. Andrew Tahmooressi. By Jason Koestenblatt (Patch Staff) Updated October 2, 2014 at 6:37 am 0 Police & Fire UPDATE: Man Found Dead at Chatham Playground Wednesday Authorities say cause is suicide, identity of deceased being withheld. By Jason Koestenblatt (Patch Staff) Updated October 2, 2014 at 5:49 am 0 Police & Fire 25 Towns In New Jersey With Heroin Abuse These are the communities - both large and small, urban and suburban - with the most reported heroin and opiate abuse cases in New Jersey. By Tom Davis (Patch Staff) Updated October 1, 2014 at 10:14 am 0 Police & Fire Police Investigating Report of Body Found at Chatham Middle School Morris County Prosecutor's Office to release more information later today. By Megan Taros (Patch Staff) Updated October 1, 2014 at 10:11 am 0 Arts & Entertainment Mayo PAC Cuts Ribbon on Renovations, Celebrates 20 Years $2 million worth of enhancements completed in main lobby project. By Jason Koestenblatt (Patch Staff) Updated October 1, 2014 at 8:58 am 0 Around Town Oktoberfest Comes to Chatham this Weekend The festival takes place Oct. 4 from 7 p.m. to 11 p.m. at St. Patrick's Church. All adults are welcome to attend. By Megan Taros (Patch Staff) Updated September 30, 2014 at 3:16 pm 0 Politics Morris Worker Who Took County Vehicles for Personal Use Gets Probation Two-year pretrial intervention program given to Phillipsburg woman, report says. By Jason Koestenblatt (Patch Staff) Updated September 30, 2014 at 12:09 pm 0 Police & Fire Morris County Man Accused of Sexually Assaulting Girl, 13 Budd Lake resident lodged on $300,000 bail for Dec. 2009 incident, report says. By Jason Koestenblatt (Patch Staff) Updated September 30, 2014 at 10:06 am 0 Around Town Pumpkins Arriving for Chatham Township 8th Annual Pumpkin Patch The patch, with more than 3,000 pumpkins, will open to the public Oct. 8. By Megan Taros (Patch Staff) Updated September 29, 2014 at 11:15 am 0 Real Estate $1.28M Selling Price for 11-Room Sterling Drive Home See which homes sold where recently. By Jason Koestenblatt (Patch Staff) Updated September 27, 2014 at 5:44 pm 0 Police & Fire Marital Murder-Suicides 'Incomprehensible,' Psychiatrist Says Roxbury couple found dead in their home marks third such incident in four months in Morris County, fourth in less than two years. By Jason Koestenblatt (Patch Staff) Updated September 26, 2014 at 10:21 am 0 Around Town Husband Pulls Trigger on Murder-Suicide, Man Head-Butts Teen Tops Regional News Parsippany woman accused of kidnapping herself, iconic camera shop's former location becomes photo gallery. By Jason Koestenblatt (Patch Staff) Updated September 26, 2014 at 9:59 am 0 Police & Fire Jewelry Stolen in 3 Morris County Home Burglaries Wednesday, Cops Say Mendham Twp., Morris Twp. homes broken into between 5 and 10 p.m., police report. By Jason Koestenblatt (Patch Staff) Updated September 25, 2014 at 8:55 am 0 Next Across America 1 Should the 'R' Word Be Banned in Schools? 2 Rescue Workers Unite to Save Trapped Dog 3 Douglasville Boy Wants to Feed 50 for Thanksgiving 4 Ebola Sign Prompts Apology from Jaguars 5 Hunter Kills Rabid Coyote That Bit Two People in Chester Twp., Cops Say State News POLL: Sayreville Cancels Football Season, Citing Hazing Allegations - Do You Agree? Please vote in our poll below. UPDATE: Barnegat Police Pull Suicidal Girl Off Ledge On Parkway Overpass Police received numerous calls that girl had walked onto ledge outside of fence Hunter Kills Rabid Coyote That Bit Two People in Chester Twp., Cops Say Just the fifth confirmed case in 25 years, police report. Hoboken Man Barber Shop Celebrates 5-Year Anniversary The Maxwell Place barber shop, owned by five Hoboken residents, is celebrating 5 years this month serving Hoboken customers. Showers and thunderstorm through tomorrow morning Periods of showers through the week will mark a steady progression to cooler temperatures. National News Super-Rare Pod of Sperm Whales Puts on Show in Newport Beach Resident gets some amazing photos. Should the 'R' Word Be Banned in Schools? Students are most likely to say the “R” word, study shows. Ghost Town For Sale Have you heard of Johnsonville? The ghost town in East Haddam, Conn. can be yours, at a starting bid of $800,000. Men Catch Fish as Big as a Man, Wrestle It to Boat Lake sturgeon can live nearly 200 years, and the one two Michigan men caught may have been the grandaddy of them all. Rescue Workers Unite to Save Trapped Dog The critter fell into a concrete drainage canal. Real Estate Data For Today For SaleOpen HousesRentalsSoldForeclosures × Close Topics Around Town Arts & Entertainment Back To School Bulletin Board Business Classifieds Going Green Good News Lifestyle Obituaries Opinion Police & Fire Politics Real Estate Schools Small Business Voices Sports About Patch Patch is a community-specific news, information and engagement network driven by passionate and experienced media professionals. Patch is run by professional editors and salespeople. We hope that our sites will strengthen communities and improve the lives of their residents, but we can't do it without you. We've built Patch so that you have plenty of opportunities to comment on stories, share your opinions and add events to the community calendar. So get to it! Corporate Info About Patch Careers & Volunteering Partnerships Advertise Patch for Businesses What People Are Saying Support FAQs Contact Us About our Ads Social Copyright © 2014 Patch Media. All Rights Reserved. Patch Network Terms of Use Privacy Policy)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "#FunFriday Fact: #BC has the highest small business employment in Canada. October is Small Business Month! Check out: http://t.co/20bcLmlvFP" @bcliberals - 03:55pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8762,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, Number 5, April 2004 Charter for Public Education Network by David Chudnovsky The Charter for Public Education was published last year. Now the charter principles will be put forward by a new, membership-based organization. The new Charter for Public Education Network brings together for the first time in British Columbia all those individuals and groups committed to the principles of public education. The network: advocates for strong, stable public education in British Columbia. develops and presents workshops on topical issues concerning advocacy and education. lobbies, communicates, and speaks out for learners. models participatory democracy, accessibility, and equity in all its activities and projects. organizes conferences where supporters of public education can learn from their diverse experiences and share their knowledge and wisdom. promotes fully funded, equitable, accessible public education. publishes articles and studies and intervenes in the media to defend the principles of public education. sponsors respectful debates and discussions on the issues facing public education in B.C. works with colleges and universities to carry out research that illustrates the value of public education. The principles of the network are based on the Charter for Public Education. The charter, published in 2003, was the result of public hearings in 42 communities across British Columbia. In more than 620 submissions, British Columbians expressed their dreams, hopes, and vision for their communities and their learners. Teachers, parents, students, school trustees, business people, and others have already joined the network. The charter web site, www.charter.publiced.ca, is a wonderful resource for those interested in advocating for the principles of public education. Join the charter network Fill in the form below and mail it to: The Charter for Public Education Network, Box 380, 916 West Boardway Vancouver BC V5Z 1K7 Name ________________________________________________________________ Address _____________________________________________________________ Telephone ____________________ E-mail ______________________________ ____ I am enclosing $20 for an individual membership ____ I am enclosing $10 for a student, senior, or unemployed membership ____ I am enclosing $100 for an organizational membership (local or regional organization) ____ I am enclosing $250 for an organizational membership (provincial or national organization) ____ I am enclosing $__________ as a donation to the Charter for Public Education Network. Make all cheques payable to: Charter for Public Education Network. Contact the Charter for Public Education Network at the above address, e-mail us at charter@publiced.ca, or visit our web site at www.charter.publiced.ca. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20140925,www.blogger.com,http://www.blogger.com/feeds/6870458664232083246/8658189677652901368/comments/default,Moved Temporarily Moved Temporarily The document has moved here.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13836&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 1998 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 10, Number 7, May/June 1998 Accommodation employment by Dianne Twombly Depending on where you teach, you may have had a colleague or two return from an illness or absence from work and take on just a small percentage of his/her former workload. The remainder of the job is covered by a TOC while the teacher continues to work 20, 40, 60, or even 80% of the former teaching assignment, as he/she gradually returns to work. It’s what’s known as accommodation employment. They haven’t yet recovered from their illness or disability, and their reduced work hours are part of their rehabilitation plan—a component of their therapy aimed at helping them regain their health and return to a full assignment. Accommodation employment is one of the most valuable tools in helping ill and disabled teachers get back to work safely and in the best health possible. Accommodation employment means that a teacher in receipt of Salary Indemnity Plan benefits may return to his/her normal employment duties on a reduced assignment basis for up to 20 school months while still disabled or ill. When supported by the doctor, accommodation employment is recommended for teachers who have begun to recover but have not recovered sufficiently to return to a full teaching assignment. Though the pain may be too great or the physical strain and exhaustion too overwhelming or the psychological issues too immense to allow full-time work, the teacher is willing and able to try coping strategies that will eventually allow him/her to overcome these barriers and return to the former assignment. What better setting to try these strategies than in the workplace itself. That’s where accommodation employment comes in. With the approval of the teacher’s physician and the Salary Indemnity Plan administrator, the teacher is able to return to work on an accommodation basis while remaining on SIP benefits and maintaining active involvement with the rehabilitation consultant, who can guide him/her through the process. The rehabilitation consultant liaises with the district representative and local president so that the appropriate work arrangements can be made, meets with the principal to discuss the accommodation necessary, and helps the teacher to maintain a manageable schedule, taking into account the teacher’s capabilities, limitations, and goals. Accommodation employment gives the teacher on salary indemnity: An opportunity to test limitations and abilities, both physical and psychological, and to gradually build strengths in the work environment until he/she is able to manage the full assignment. The chance to mix with colleagues and students after an illness that may have been isolating. An opportunity to make a contribution, build self-esteem, and become gradually reinvolved in work he/she cares about and draws meaning from. Are there problems with accommodation employment? Of course there are. Often, the accommodation employment schedule has to be adjusted. It is difficult to guess how someone will manage in the workplace until he/she has actually given it a try. The rehabilitation consultant can help the teacher to avoid painful and discouraging setbacks—relapses in symptoms caused by taking on too much, too soon—by helping to set realistic goals and fine-tuning the return plan if things aren’t working out as expected. To avoid disruptions for the students, teachers on accommodation employment must make extra efforts to ensure top-notch co-operation with TOCs, and often plan their workload increases at natural breaks, even if it means extra demands on them. Probably the biggest problem for teachers on accommodation employment, however, is a lack of understanding and support from those around them. Most of us could use a break, and most of us would love to cut our work week down. But for the teacher attempting a graduated return, the time away from work is spent working through issues like pain, fatigue, or psychological trauma—issues that may not be obvious to colleagues, supervisors, or parents, but that require constant energy and effort if the teacher is to recover. What may appear to be a relaxing lightened load is actually a difficult struggle for teachers trying to cope with their illness or disability while still making a contribution in the classroom and working to improve their condition. The time they are at work is but one small part of their rehabilitation. They work hard to do the best teaching job they can for the limited time they can, while also working at home, at physiotherapy, in counselling, and with various specialists to overcome their barriers so they can return to a full workload as soon as possible. Right now, districts have a duty to provide accommodation employment to teachers who are disabled, so a suitable placement is guaranteed for those who need it. But following through with accommodation employment can be tough. That’s why it’s so important that teachers attempting a graduated return to work have the full support of those around them. Providing accommodation employment may be a district’s duty, but it’s also a way for all of us to help dedicated and valuable teachers to return to health and productivity, and to get them back into the schools—where they belong—as soon as humanly possible. Dianne Twombly is a rehabilitation consultant with D.B. Hanson and Associates Inc.)
(20141007,www.huffingtonpost.ca,http://www.huffingtonpost.ca/news/bc-teachers-strike-2014/api.mode,B.C. Teachers Strike 2014: Pictures, Videos, Breaking News Using a mobile device? Go to m.huffingtonpost.com for huffpost mobile. Vancouver Christy Clark B.C. First Nations Gregor Robertson More Log in Create Account Notifications Profile Settings Logout Edition: CA BR Brasil CA Canada DE Deutschland ES España FR France IT Italia JP 日本 (Japan) KR 한국 (Korea) MG Maghreb UK United Kingdom US United States Region: BC All Canada Alberta British Columbia Québec (en français) Follow FRONT PAGE Politics Ford Still Doesn't Understand Racism51 Unvetted Judge Joins Supreme Court43 Kenney Posts Photos Of Iraqi Children To Make Case For ISIL Airstrikes94 Clinton: Canadian Help In ISIL Fight 'Indispensable'44 Canadians Left In A Fog Of War42 Go to Politics More in Politics The Pulse Stephen Harper You might also like US Politics UK Politics Business Porn Company Has A Raunchy Deal For Air Canada Pilots Sun News Just Lost Its Main Source Of Content; What Now?49 Canadian Cities Surprisingly Unpopular Destinations For Workers This Is How You Rack Up U.S. Roaming Charges While In Canada14 Look What China Might Actually Build47 Go to Business More in Business Small Business Money You might also like Tech TechCrunch Autoblog WorldPost Spanish Nurse First To Contract Ebola Outside West Africa526 It's Been 3 Weeks Since Anyone's Seen Kim And Rumors Are Swirling97 3 New Findings On ISIS Weapons That You Should Know About39 Kurds Face Massacre In Syrian Border Town As Turkey Just Watches335 American Held Hostage By ISIS: 'I Am Obviously Pretty Scared To Die'70 Go to WorldPost More in WorldPost Foreign Affairs World Elections Arab Uprising Afghanistan War Syria Crisis You might also like Travel Impact Living 100 Pumpkin Carvings That Will Inspire You Fried Maple Leaves Are A Delicacy In Japan, And We're Jealous WATCH: HuffPost Readers School Us On Toronto's Real Must-Eats Toronto Dubbed Fourth Most Livable City In The World 33 Signs You Live In Liberty Village Go to Living You might also like Healthy Living Food Recipes Divorce Women Parentdish Green Post50 Weddings Style Best Halloween Costumes For Men And Women Most Offensive Products In Retail Canadian Model Coco Rocha Is Pregnant! LOOK: Matthew McConaughey Wears 'Dazed And Confused' T-Shirt Go to Style More in Style Beauty Fashion Celeb Style Entertaining and Etiquette Stylelist Canada Wedding Style Home Style You might also like Style (U.S.) Weddings Stylelist Canada Entertainment '7th Heaven' Star Reportedly Confesses To Child Molestation On Tape424 Beyonce & Nicki Minaj Are Straight Up 'Flawless' In Paris Performance19 Jennifer Lawrence Breaks Her Silence On Nude Photo Hack Kendra Wilkinson Gets Candid About Those Cheating Rumors18 Kris Jenner Opens Up About The Late Robert Kardashian Go to Entertainment You might also like Music Celebrity TV Moviefone Arts The Glamorous History Of Pin-Up Like You've Never Seen It Before Here Are A Bunch Of F*cking Delightful Artsy Cat Photos. You're Welcome. This Is What It Really Looks Like To Be A Modern Day Nun New Animation-Inspired Art Show Will Make You Yearn For Saturday Morning Cartoons Go to Arts You might also like Books Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Religion Alberta 20 Puppies Found Abandoned In Field Anti-Abortion Postcard Targets Tory MP.. Again26 Mystery 'GPO Girl' Turns Up In Calgary Major Saskatchewan Train Derailment Dozens Of Dead Cats Found, Another 62 Euthanized Go to Alberta More in Alberta Alberta Politics Alberta Business Alison Redford Calgary Edmonton British Columbia B.C. Teen Killed By Train Was Wearing Headphones, Texting: RCMP13 Anthem Singer's Fall Is Lesson In Showmanship Pastafarian Loses B.C. Driver's Licence Over Holy Colander Elderly Asian Women Attacked In Vancouver Lawyers Of Convicted Surrey Six Gangsters Want Mistrial Go to British Columbia More in British Columbia B.C. Politics B.C. Business Christy Clark Vancouver ALL SECTIONS News Canada Politics Canada Business US Politics US Business World Media Sports Education Crime Weird News Good News Daily Finance Entertainment Entertainment Music TV Celebrity Comedy Art Books Moviefone Life & Style Living Style Home Healthy Living Taste Weddings Travel Parents Divorce Huff/Post 50 Marlo Thomas OWN Tech & Science Tech Science Green Techcrunch Engadget TUAW Joystiq Voices Impact Women Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Religion College Teen Local Quebec (French) Calgary Montreal Ottawa Toronto Vancouver Winnipeg Mapquest Patch.com Our Mobile Apps iPhone iPad HuffPost Live iPad Android Phone Android Tablet British Columbia B.C. Politics B.C. Business Christy Clark Vancouver rss of this page Like 45 featured blog posts B.C. Public Schools Need More Funding, Not Fundraising I find that the inadequacies of public education funding have ignited a fire in me. Is anyone else feeling like we should stop fundraising for the things that should be funded by the government? Mellissa Kimberley Mother, Artisan, Lifelong Learner     It's Time For B.C. Teachers To Stop Lying To Parents The teachers have been lying to us. For years. They've been covering it up. Papering over underfunding and mismanaged fiscal priorities with brightly coloured posters and sparkly stickers. Concealing an impoverished system by buying the damn supplies themselves. Without receiving so much as a tax break on those purchases. Naomi Lazarus Costume Designer, Mother I Refuse To Stop Spending My Own Money On My Classroom Yes, I've bought the materials in the boxes that I'll be hauling to work each day this week. And yes, I sincerely wish that I hadn't had to go out of pocket to make sure that my students get the best education that I can give them. The underfunding of public education in B.C. has already taken enough out of me. I refuse to let it take who I am as a teacher, too. Ashley D. MacKenzie High School Teacher A Normal Sunday, At Last The early afternoon sun brightens the kitchen as it shines down through the skylight; I can hear my two youngest children, managing to not bicker and argue their way through Lego Star Wars on the TV, and I'm sitting across the kitchen table from my teacher husband, typing this as he plots out his Socials 8 course for the year. This is the first Sunday in months that feels normal for us. Mellissa Kimberley Mother, Artisan, Lifelong Learner The Last Day of School As families in B.C. prepare for the long-awaited return to school, I am inspired to sit down and write out my own reflections of this past summer. In countless movies, we see children hard at work on their first day of classes, writing out their first essay of the school year. And so, I take a page from that to bring you "What I Did On My Last Day Of School." Mellissa Kimberley Mother, Artisan, Lifelong Learner   The Conspiracy Of Silence In B.C. Schools Is Over Well, here we are, with a deal to vote on. We're climbing up out of the trenches, dusting ourselves off, holding our noses against the stench of manipulation, and voting. We'll vote yes, but it won't be an overwhelming yes. Cecelia Griffiths B.C. Resource Teacher B.C. Teachers' Strike 2014: At What Cost? These past three months have been an exercise in spinning plates, deciding what bills must be paid now and which can sit for a month; making those excruciatingly embarrassing phone calls to utility companies to ask for extensions, explaining our circumstances and hoping for an understanding and lenient person on the other end of the phone. I can't help but shake my head, because shouldn't teachers with their professional training be able to make ends meet better than this? Mellissa Kimberley Mother, Artisan, Lifelong Learner B.C. Teachers Should Vote No To Tentative Deal Despite what I know was a Herculean effort on the part of our bargaining team, I very much hope that B.C. teachers will vote no to the tentative agreement. After five weeks of strike, and 12 years of legal battles, this is not the deal that will restore sanity to public education and it is not a fair deal for teachers and students. Tara Ehrcke Teacher, Activist, Citizen B.C. Teachers' Strike Was About Values, Not Economics Now, do I feel as though both sides compromised equally on this contract? No. I do feel like the teachers gave up more. But as much as I'd like a salary increase that actually kept up with the rate of inflation, and the budget to fund some firm way of handling class size and composition, this whole strike wasn't about economics. Ashley D. MacKenzie High School Teacher B.C. Teachers' Strike Is Epic Struggle Of Dinosaurs Millions of years ago, a triceratops and a Tyrannosaurus rex fought it out as the Cretaceous period came to a end. Neither realized their struggle was futile since they were both about to become extinct. The B.C. teachers' strike is another epic struggle of dinosaurs as the Ministry of Education and teachers' union are locked in bitter dispute over issues that have little significance since the market for education has fundamentally changed. Steven Burton Creator of Icicle, the HACCP Food Safety Platform Do B.C. Parents Have To Buy Toilet Paper Soon As Part Of School Supplies? Then there is the issue of school supplies. I have watched the list steadily lengthen over the years. This year alone, I have spent $300 just so my children can have adequate supplies for school. Not to mention that their supply lists include ridiculous items like Kleenex, photocopy paper and Ziploc bags. If our schools don't even have the funding to supply children with something to wipe their noses with, then like one parent said to me, "What's next, toilet paper?" Carolyn Moeller Mother, Community Volunteer, Bookkeeper A Rough Guide To E80 And The B.C. Teachers' Strike Everybody watching the B.C. public teachers' strike has heard of E80, and nobody understands it. Even the negotiating teams can't agree on what it means -- a pretty good sign that it should be deep-sixed pronto. The bottom line is that the parties' positions on E80 is fatally poisoned by distrust. Many fault the union, but it's the government who wrote the script. Sandy Garossino Business Owner, Community Advocate, former Crown prosecutor Christy Clark Is Balancing the Budget at the Expense of Kids and Teachers The current teachers federation vs. government struggle is more than a labour dispute. For those who look closely, what's revealed is a style of government that appears to disregard facts, deceive the public, tarnish the reputation of teachers, all in a move to pit the people against teachers and their legal right to due process under the law. Government's disdain for trained professionals in order to gain a political advantage is deplorable. No government should hide the truth of its past misconduct. No government should balance the budget at the expense of teachers and kids. Raffi Cavoukian Troubadour, Author I Served To Help Children Attend School Abroad, But Am Helpless In B.C. I sacrificed myself, along with my army buddies, to help children in other countries to attend school, but what can I do in my own country to get children back in school in B.C. Madam Premier, this is our province. Not just mine and definitely not just yours. This province is not just yours to destroy the rights and freedoms of the people. Dan Nickel Retired Army Mechanic, Hockey Coach B.C. Teachers' Strike: 5 Tips For Survival Dr. Divi Chandna Physician, Author Help B.C. Teachers Feel Valued With #thisisYOURstrikepay I am a B.C. teacher, and lately I feel like I should apologize for that. I'm so tired of hearing how awful I am. How greedy. How I shouldn't want more for my students. Let's get teachers feeling valued because things are rough right now, and it's getting hard to remember by ourselves. Kat Ling Teacher Chinese Parents' Group Takes Credit For Ending Teachers' Strike Quick Read | Comments | 10.01.2014 B.C. School Districts Ordered To Return All Strike Savings Quick Read | Comments | 09.26.2014 Return To Classes 'Very Emotional' Quick Read | Comments | 09.22.2014 BACK TO SCHOOL! Quick Read | Comments | 09.21.2014 Teachers Shut Out Of B.C. Liberal Fundraiser After 'Security' Concerns Quick Read | Comments (84) | 09.21.2014 The Secret Meeting That Broke The B.C. Teachers' Impasse Quick Read | Comments | 09.21.2014 'Neither Side Got Exactly What They Wanted' Quick Read | Comments | 09.20.2014 B.C. Teachers' Strike Ends With Bittersweet Contract Approval Quick Read | Comments | 09.19.2014 B.C. Teachers Vote On Bittersweet Contract Deal With Province Quick Read | Comments | 09.18.2014 Veteran Mediator Elevated To Hero Status In B.C. Quick Read | Comments | 09.16.2014 DEAL Quick Read | Comments (53) | 09.20.2014 B.C. Teachers' Dispute Spins Into Boycott Of Businesses Quick Read | Comments (147) | 09.17.2014 Is Mother Nature Trying To Say Something About Teachers' Strike? Quick Read | Comments | 09.16.2014 B.C. Teachers' Strike's 'Unintended Consequences' Quick Read | Comments (14) | 09.15.2014 About B.C. Teachers Strike 2014 Public teachers in British Columbia began rotating strikes in May 2014 which also included a partial lockout by the provincial government. It escalated to a full-scale walkout a month later as part of a bitter ongoing contract dispute. The sticking points are pay, class size and composition, and classroom support. A mediator walked out on exploratory talks a few days before the scheduled start of the 2014/15 school year, declaring the two sides too far apart to attempt mediation. Most Popular Whk00puh5k%2Bp%2FYVDIhQElYbiYJ7l%2BGrIFNmGT9XZrMc%3D ldmCcif%2FLlEpeCpvWnQdBL6uPgmTwBztX8Pvtt25%2BpM%3D exABQjIsjdWHWO96CaCs4EzuGVnbhGskyxYg%2Bc8ioXI%3D 1 of 3 B.C. Teachers Strike 2014: Gov't Won't Impose Settlement, Says De Jong 3 Comments A Teacher's Appeal To BC Liberals Of Conscience 54 Comments B.C. Teachers Strike 2014: Union Hopes For Mediation In August 2 Comments B.C. Teachers' Strike News Could Come Just Days Before Scheduled School Year 0 Comments Promising? Marathon Teachers' Strike Talks Go Into Wee Hours Quick Read | Comments (70) | 09.15.2014 Ontario Teachers Donate $100,000 To Striking B.C. Counterparts Quick Read | Comments (15) | 09.12.2014 WATCH: Singing Out Teachers' Strike Frustrations Quick Read | Comments | 09.12.2014 Homemade Study Guide Goes Viral To Help Grade 12 Students During Strike Quick Read | Comments | 09.12.2014 Education Minister No Longer Ruling Out Back-To-Work Legislation Quick Read | Comments (62) | 09.12.2014 Christy Clark Event Caterers Find Restaurant Window Smashed Quick Read | Comments (13) | 09.11.2014 'Widely Expected' Teachers' Vote Result Turns Up Pressure On Province Quick Read | Comments | 09.11.2014 Big Budget Surplus Not For Teachers' Deal: Finance Minister Quick Read | Comments (64) | 09.10.2014 Voucher System For B.C. Schools 'Categorically Not True': Minister Quick Read | Comments (38) | 09.09.2014 B.C. Union Leaders Urge Clark To Accept Binding Arbitration Quick Read | Comments (32) | 09.09.2014 Bus Driver Rejected Student Fare Due To Strike: Teen Quick Read | Comments | 09.09.2014 Pages:   1 2 3 4 5 Advertise | Make HuffPost your Home Page | RSS | Careers | FAQ User Agreement | Privacy | Comment Policy | About Us | About Our Ads | Contact Us Copyright © 2014 TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. | "The Huffington Post" is a registered trademark of TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. All rights reserved. Part of HPMG News)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/contacts.cfm?page=PDChairs&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true,BCTF Contacts Home E-mail Lists Links A to Z Index Contact Us Help SITE SEARCH Quick Links BCTF formsBCTF NewsFrançaisLabour linksPensionsTeacher NewsmagazineTeaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Contact Us > PD chairpersons BCTF Professional Development Chairpersons Sorted by local number. Click here for sort by local name. Local Chair School Phone School Fax E-mail 1 Fernie District Teachers' Association Linda Christenson  250-425-6666  250-425-6661  pd01@bctf.ca Sarah Larsen      pd01@bctf.ca 2 Cranbrook District Teachers' Association Carol Johns  250-489-4391  250-489-0600  pd02@bctf.ca Colette Grasdal  250-426-5241  250-426-6673  pd02@bctf.ca 3 Kimberley Teachers' Association Bethany Turcon      pd03@bctf.ca Craig Hillman  250-427-4827  250-427-7106  pd03@bctf.ca 4 Windermere Teachers' Association Robyn Oliver  250-342-9213  250-342-4499  pd04@bctf.ca 7 Nelson District Teachers' Association Monica Doyle  250-352-3186  250-352-3183  pd07@bctf.ca Tamara Martin  250-352-5538  250-352-3119  pd07@bctf.ca 10 Arrow Lakes Teachers' Association Paula Rogers  250-358-7222  250-358-2533  pd10@bctf.ca 17 Princeton District Teachers' Union Gordon Bibby  250-295-3218  250-295-7914  pd17@bctf.ca Mary Bell  250-295-3218  250-295-7914  pd17@bctf.ca 18 Golden Teachers' Association Margaret Calladine  250-344-6317    pd18@bctf.ca 19 Revelstoke Teachers' Association Stacey Grimm  250-837-2173  250-837-7164  pd19@bctf.ca 20 Kootenay Columbia Teachers' Union John Horcoff      pd20@bctf.ca 22 Vernon Teachers' Association Robyn Ladner    250-545-7680  pd22@bctf.ca 23 Central Okanagan Teachers' Association Joe Jamison  250-868-1135  250-870-5020  pd23@bctf.ca 27 Cariboo-Chilcotin Teachers' Association Shirley Giroux  250-398-5800  250-398-5206  pd27@bctf.ca 28 Quesnel District Teachers' Association Carlie Borrett  250-991-5566  250-991-5565  pd28@bctf.ca 33 Chilliwack Teachers' Association Angela Woods  604-823-4408  604-823-2243  pd33@bctf.ca 34 Abbotsford District Teachers' Association Brenda Head    604-850-7692  pd34@bctf.ca 35 Langley Teachers' Association Sandy Ho  604-888-3033  604-888-2873  pd35@bctf.ca 36 Surrey Teachers' Association Anne McNamee      pd36@bctf.ca Stephen Anderson      pd36@bctf.ca 37 Delta Teachers' Association Fiona Higgs    604-599-1786  pd37@bctf.ca 38 Richmond Teachers' Association Christian Matheson  604-668-6665  604-668-6569  pd38@bctf.ca 391 Vancouver Elementary School Teachers' Association Allison Jambor      pd391@bctf.ca Patricia Gudlaugson      pd391@bctf.ca 392 Vancouver Secondary Teachers' Association Mary Filleul    604-713-5076  pd392@bctf.ca 40 New Westminster Teachers' Union Romeo Lavrencic  604-517-6316  604-517-6204  pd40@bctf.ca Sandra Lee  604-517-6090  604-517-6091  pd40@bctf.ca 41 Burnaby Teachers' Association Alexandra Peters  604-664-7056  604-664-8734  pd41@bctf.ca Barbara Henderson  604-664-8727  604-664-8818  pd41@bctf.ca Patricia Dolton      pd41@bctf.ca 42 Maple Ridge Teachers' Association Suzanne Hall  604-463-6414  604-466-6265  pd42@bctf.ca 43 Coquitlam Teachers' Association Michael Galliford  604-464-8581  604-937-8045  pd43@bctf.ca 44 North Vancouver Teachers' Association Maria Aiello  604-903-3750  604-903-3751  pd44@bctf.ca 45 West Vancouver Teachers' Association Rosemary Murray  604-981-1200  604-981-1201  pd45@bctf.ca Shannon Gray  604-981-1130  604-981-1131  pd45@bctf.ca 46 Sunshine Coast Teachers' Association Patrick McCallum  604-885-3216  604-885-7991  pd46@bctf.ca 47 Powell River District Teachers' Association Wendy Adams  604-485-5660    pd47@bctf.ca 48 Sea to Sky Teachers' Association April Lowe  604-898-3688  604-898-4706  pd48@bctf.ca 49 Central Coast Teachers' Association Coleen Fraser  250-799-5556  250-799-5757  pd49@bctf.ca Stephen Dishkin  250-982-2355  250-982-2720  pd49@bctf.ca 50 Haida Gwaii Teachers' Association Autum Gates    250-626-3214  pd50@bctf.ca Monika Hausmann    250-626-3214  pd50@bctf.ca 51 Boundary District Teachers' Association Catherine Pankoff  250-442-8275  250-442-5388  pd51@bctf.ca Linda Rawlings-Dolezsar  250-442-5313  250-442-5317  pd51@bctf.ca 52 Prince Rupert District Teachers' Union Colleen Pudsey    250-627-1348  pd52@bctf.ca Marla Gamble    250-627-1348  pd52@bctf.ca Raegan Sawka  250-627-1536  250-627-1443  pd52@bctf.ca 53 South Okanagan Similkameen Teachers' Union Nicola MacNaughton  250-498-3468  250-498-0339  pd53@bctf.ca 54 Bulkley Valley Teachers' Union Kristina Willing  250-847-2231  250-847-2165  pd54@bctf.ca Mary Neto  250-847-2231  250-847-2165  pd54@bctf.ca 55 Burns Lake District Teachers' Union Lisa Mason  250-698-7301  250-698-7349  pd55@bctf.ca 56 Nechako Teachers' Union Cindy Miller  250-996-7126  250-996-7708  pd56@bctf.ca Shawn Lank  250-699-6233  250-699-7753  pd56@bctf.ca 571 Prince George District Teachers' Association Glen Thielmann  250-562-9525  250-564-4875  pd571@bctf.ca 572 Mackenzie Teachers' Association Amber Raycraft  250-963-7060  250-963-7381  pd572@bctf.ca Christa Barnes  250-997-6340  250-997-5075  pd572@bctf.ca Karen Chadha  250-997-6340  250-997-5075  pd572@bctf.ca 573 McBride-Valemount Teachers' Association Brian Hanson    250-566-4551  pd573@bctf.ca Jennifer L'Arrivee  250-569-2295  250-569-2620  pd573@bctf.ca Julia Howard  250-569-2295  250-569-2620  pd573@bctf.ca 591 Peace River South Teachers' Association Angela Connelly    250-782-9604  pd591@bctf.ca 592 Chetwynd Teachers' Association Gysbert Ruiter  250-788-2267  250-788-9729  pd592@bctf.ca 60 Peace River North Teachers' Association Jessica Dmytruk  250-793-9125  250-630-2323  pd60@bctf.ca 61 Greater Victoria Teachers' Association Lucinda Graf  250-727-0188  250-727-2079  pd61@bctf.ca 62 Sooke Teachers' Association Brian Hotovy  250-474-1291  250-478-0738  pd62@bctf.ca Kristine Kosolofski  250-478-3232  250-391-9624  pd62@bctf.ca 63 Saanich Teachers' Association Holly Mair  250-704-4972  250-479-9870  pd63@bctf.ca Sarah Windle  250-652-9261  250-652-2094  pd63@bctf.ca 64 Gulf Islands Teachers' Association James Lightfoot  250-653-9223  250-653-2090  pd64@bctf.ca 65 Cowichan District Teachers' Association Naomi Nilsson  250-748-2251  250-746-7849  pd65@bctf.ca Sabina Reska  250-743-6916  250-743-6915  pd65@bctf.ca 66 Lake Cowichan Teachers' Association Christine Rolls  250-748-0011  250-749-4030  pd66@bctf.ca 67 Okanagan Skaha Teachers' Union Angela Seppola  250-770-7683  250-492-5981  pd67@bctf.ca 68 Nanaimo District Teachers' Association Colleen Skipper  250-758-6892  250-758-2373  pd68@bctf.ca Michael Silverton    250-751-8840  pd68@bctf.ca 69 Mount Arrowsmith Teachers' Association Denise Spencer-Dahl  250-248-3296  250-954-1734  pd69@bctf.ca Lesley Rowan  250-752-5651  250-752-8604  pd69@bctf.ca 701 Alberni District Teachers' Union Stephanie Hopkins  250-723-7522  250-723-7557  pd701@bctf.ca 71 Comox District Teachers' Association Lisa Pedersen-Skene    250-897-0487  pd71@bctf.ca 72 Campbell River District Teachers' Association Adria Anne Gleeson  250-286-0511  250-286-0938  pd72@bctf.ca 73 Kamloops Thompson Teachers' Association David Comrie    250-377-2257  pd73@bctf.ca 74 Gold Trail Teachers' Association Elizabeth Griggs  250-256-4274  250-256-4275  pd74@bctf.ca 75 Mission Teachers' Union Anna Heavenor  604-820-4587  604-820-9505  pd75@bctf.ca 78 Fraser-Cascade Teachers' Association Kathleen Koopman      pd78@bctf.ca 80 Kitimat District Teachers' Association Katherine Johnsen  250-632-6174  888-539-4732  pd80@bctf.ca Michele Sutherland  250-632-2912  888-574-1126  pd80@bctf.ca 81 Fort Nelson District Teachers' Association Shirley Kenney  250-774-6941  250-774-6988  pd81@bctf.ca 83 North Okanagan-Shuswap Teachers' Association Kyla Hadden  250-836-2831  250-836-2664  pd83@bctf.ca 84 Vancouver Island West Teachers' Union Adam Barber    250-761-4234  pd84@bctf.ca Glyn Howell    250-934-6578  pd84@bctf.ca 85 Vancouver Island North Teachers' Association Sarah Soltau-Heller  250-949-6418  250-949-6485  pd85@bctf.ca 861 Creston Valley Teachers' Association Melissa Feragotti  250-428-2051  250-428-2019  pd861@bctf.ca 862 Kootenay Lake Teachers' Association Dennis Larcombe  250-229-4224  250-353-7434  pd862@bctf.ca 87 Stikine Teachers' Association Alithia Gillies    250-771-4343  pd87@bctf.ca Andre Lagace    250-771-4343  pd87@bctf.ca 881 Terrace District Teachers' Union Karen Andrews  250-635-3115  888-456-3464  pd881@bctf.ca 882 Upper Skeena Teachers Jan Thorburn  250-842-5214  888-503-6959  pd882@bctf.ca Shirley Hobenshield  250-849-5484  888-594-2271  pd882@bctf.ca 92 Nisga'a Teachers' Union Charity Peal  250-633-2225  250-633-2669  pd92@bctf.ca Samantha Lambright  250-326-4206  250-633-2916  pd92@bctf.ca Sara Beardsell  250-633-2225  250-633-2669  pd92@bctf.ca 93 SEPF Alain Paquin  604-437-4849  604-437-9630  pd93@bctf.ca Linda Theriault  250-220-6010  250-220-6014  pd93@bctf.ca Monica Monus    604-214-9881  pd93@bctf.ca About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy Close Window Print Page   BCTF Professional Development Chairpersons Sorted by local number. Click here for sort by local name. Local Chair School Phone School Fax E-mail 1 Fernie District Teachers' Association Linda Christenson  250-425-6666  250-425-6661  pd01@bctf.ca Sarah Larsen      pd01@bctf.ca 2 Cranbrook District Teachers' Association Carol Johns  250-489-4391  250-489-0600  pd02@bctf.ca Colette Grasdal  250-426-5241  250-426-6673  pd02@bctf.ca 3 Kimberley Teachers' Association Bethany Turcon      pd03@bctf.ca Craig Hillman  250-427-4827  250-427-7106  pd03@bctf.ca 4 Windermere Teachers' Association Robyn Oliver  250-342-9213  250-342-4499  pd04@bctf.ca 7 Nelson District Teachers' Association Monica Doyle  250-352-3186  250-352-3183  pd07@bctf.ca Tamara Martin  250-352-5538  250-352-3119  pd07@bctf.ca 10 Arrow Lakes Teachers' Association Paula Rogers  250-358-7222  250-358-2533  pd10@bctf.ca 17 Princeton District Teachers' Union Gordon Bibby  250-295-3218  250-295-7914  pd17@bctf.ca Mary Bell  250-295-3218  250-295-7914  pd17@bctf.ca 18 Golden Teachers' Association Margaret Calladine  250-344-6317    pd18@bctf.ca 19 Revelstoke Teachers' Association Stacey Grimm  250-837-2173  250-837-7164  pd19@bctf.ca 20 Kootenay Columbia Teachers' Union John Horcoff      pd20@bctf.ca 22 Vernon Teachers' Association Robyn Ladner    250-545-7680  pd22@bctf.ca 23 Central Okanagan Teachers' Association Joe Jamison  250-868-1135  250-870-5020  pd23@bctf.ca 27 Cariboo-Chilcotin Teachers' Association Shirley Giroux  250-398-5800  250-398-5206  pd27@bctf.ca 28 Quesnel District Teachers' Association Carlie Borrett  250-991-5566  250-991-5565  pd28@bctf.ca 33 Chilliwack Teachers' Association Angela Woods  604-823-4408  604-823-2243  pd33@bctf.ca 34 Abbotsford District Teachers' Association Brenda Head    604-850-7692  pd34@bctf.ca 35 Langley Teachers' Association Sandy Ho  604-888-3033  604-888-2873  pd35@bctf.ca 36 Surrey Teachers' Association Anne McNamee      pd36@bctf.ca Stephen Anderson      pd36@bctf.ca 37 Delta Teachers' Association Fiona Higgs    604-599-1786  pd37@bctf.ca 38 Richmond Teachers' Association Christian Matheson  604-668-6665  604-668-6569  pd38@bctf.ca 391 Vancouver Elementary School Teachers' Association Allison Jambor      pd391@bctf.ca Patricia Gudlaugson      pd391@bctf.ca 392 Vancouver Secondary Teachers' Association Mary Filleul    604-713-5076  pd392@bctf.ca 40 New Westminster Teachers' Union Romeo Lavrencic  604-517-6316  604-517-6204  pd40@bctf.ca Sandra Lee  604-517-6090  604-517-6091  pd40@bctf.ca 41 Burnaby Teachers' Association Alexandra Peters  604-664-7056  604-664-8734  pd41@bctf.ca Barbara Henderson  604-664-8727  604-664-8818  pd41@bctf.ca Patricia Dolton      pd41@bctf.ca 42 Maple Ridge Teachers' Association Suzanne Hall  604-463-6414  604-466-6265  pd42@bctf.ca 43 Coquitlam Teachers' Association Michael Galliford  604-464-8581  604-937-8045  pd43@bctf.ca 44 North Vancouver Teachers' Association Maria Aiello  604-903-3750  604-903-3751  pd44@bctf.ca 45 West Vancouver Teachers' Association Rosemary Murray  604-981-1200  604-981-1201  pd45@bctf.ca Shannon Gray  604-981-1130  604-981-1131  pd45@bctf.ca 46 Sunshine Coast Teachers' Association Patrick McCallum  604-885-3216  604-885-7991  pd46@bctf.ca 47 Powell River District Teachers' Association Wendy Adams  604-485-5660    pd47@bctf.ca 48 Sea to Sky Teachers' Association April Lowe  604-898-3688  604-898-4706  pd48@bctf.ca 49 Central Coast Teachers' Association Coleen Fraser  250-799-5556  250-799-5757  pd49@bctf.ca Stephen Dishkin  250-982-2355  250-982-2720  pd49@bctf.ca 50 Haida Gwaii Teachers' Association Autum Gates    250-626-3214  pd50@bctf.ca Monika Hausmann    250-626-3214  pd50@bctf.ca 51 Boundary District Teachers' Association Catherine Pankoff  250-442-8275  250-442-5388  pd51@bctf.ca Linda Rawlings-Dolezsar  250-442-5313  250-442-5317  pd51@bctf.ca 52 Prince Rupert District Teachers' Union Colleen Pudsey    250-627-1348  pd52@bctf.ca Marla Gamble    250-627-1348  pd52@bctf.ca Raegan Sawka  250-627-1536  250-627-1443  pd52@bctf.ca 53 South Okanagan Similkameen Teachers' Union Nicola MacNaughton  250-498-3468  250-498-0339  pd53@bctf.ca 54 Bulkley Valley Teachers' Union Kristina Willing  250-847-2231  250-847-2165  pd54@bctf.ca Mary Neto  250-847-2231  250-847-2165  pd54@bctf.ca 55 Burns Lake District Teachers' Union Lisa Mason  250-698-7301  250-698-7349  pd55@bctf.ca 56 Nechako Teachers' Union Cindy Miller  250-996-7126  250-996-7708  pd56@bctf.ca Shawn Lank  250-699-6233  250-699-7753  pd56@bctf.ca 571 Prince George District Teachers' Association Glen Thielmann  250-562-9525  250-564-4875  pd571@bctf.ca 572 Mackenzie Teachers' Association Amber Raycraft  250-963-7060  250-963-7381  pd572@bctf.ca Christa Barnes  250-997-6340  250-997-5075  pd572@bctf.ca Karen Chadha  250-997-6340  250-997-5075  pd572@bctf.ca 573 McBride-Valemount Teachers' Association Brian Hanson    250-566-4551  pd573@bctf.ca Jennifer L'Arrivee  250-569-2295  250-569-2620  pd573@bctf.ca Julia Howard  250-569-2295  250-569-2620  pd573@bctf.ca 591 Peace River South Teachers' Association Angela Connelly    250-782-9604  pd591@bctf.ca 592 Chetwynd Teachers' Association Gysbert Ruiter  250-788-2267  250-788-9729  pd592@bctf.ca 60 Peace River North Teachers' Association Jessica Dmytruk  250-793-9125  250-630-2323  pd60@bctf.ca 61 Greater Victoria Teachers' Association Lucinda Graf  250-727-0188  250-727-2079  pd61@bctf.ca 62 Sooke Teachers' Association Brian Hotovy  250-474-1291  250-478-0738  pd62@bctf.ca Kristine Kosolofski  250-478-3232  250-391-9624  pd62@bctf.ca 63 Saanich Teachers' Association Holly Mair  250-704-4972  250-479-9870  pd63@bctf.ca Sarah Windle  250-652-9261  250-652-2094  pd63@bctf.ca 64 Gulf Islands Teachers' Association James Lightfoot  250-653-9223  250-653-2090  pd64@bctf.ca 65 Cowichan District Teachers' Association Naomi Nilsson  250-748-2251  250-746-7849  pd65@bctf.ca Sabina Reska  250-743-6916  250-743-6915  pd65@bctf.ca 66 Lake Cowichan Teachers' Association Christine Rolls  250-748-0011  250-749-4030  pd66@bctf.ca 67 Okanagan Skaha Teachers' Union Angela Seppola  250-770-7683  250-492-5981  pd67@bctf.ca 68 Nanaimo District Teachers' Association Colleen Skipper  250-758-6892  250-758-2373  pd68@bctf.ca Michael Silverton    250-751-8840  pd68@bctf.ca 69 Mount Arrowsmith Teachers' Association Denise Spencer-Dahl  250-248-3296  250-954-1734  pd69@bctf.ca Lesley Rowan  250-752-5651  250-752-8604  pd69@bctf.ca 701 Alberni District Teachers' Union Stephanie Hopkins  250-723-7522  250-723-7557  pd701@bctf.ca 71 Comox District Teachers' Association Lisa Pedersen-Skene    250-897-0487  pd71@bctf.ca 72 Campbell River District Teachers' Association Adria Anne Gleeson  250-286-0511  250-286-0938  pd72@bctf.ca 73 Kamloops Thompson Teachers' Association David Comrie    250-377-2257  pd73@bctf.ca 74 Gold Trail Teachers' Association Elizabeth Griggs  250-256-4274  250-256-4275  pd74@bctf.ca 75 Mission Teachers' Union Anna Heavenor  604-820-4587  604-820-9505  pd75@bctf.ca 78 Fraser-Cascade Teachers' Association Kathleen Koopman      pd78@bctf.ca 80 Kitimat District Teachers' Association Katherine Johnsen  250-632-6174  888-539-4732  pd80@bctf.ca Michele Sutherland  250-632-2912  888-574-1126  pd80@bctf.ca 81 Fort Nelson District Teachers' Association Shirley Kenney  250-774-6941  250-774-6988  pd81@bctf.ca 83 North Okanagan-Shuswap Teachers' Association Kyla Hadden  250-836-2831  250-836-2664  pd83@bctf.ca 84 Vancouver Island West Teachers' Union Adam Barber    250-761-4234  pd84@bctf.ca Glyn Howell    250-934-6578  pd84@bctf.ca 85 Vancouver Island North Teachers' Association Sarah Soltau-Heller  250-949-6418  250-949-6485  pd85@bctf.ca 861 Creston Valley Teachers' Association Melissa Feragotti  250-428-2051  250-428-2019  pd861@bctf.ca 862 Kootenay Lake Teachers' Association Dennis Larcombe  250-229-4224  250-353-7434  pd862@bctf.ca 87 Stikine Teachers' Association Alithia Gillies    250-771-4343  pd87@bctf.ca Andre Lagace    250-771-4343  pd87@bctf.ca 881 Terrace District Teachers' Union Karen Andrews  250-635-3115  888-456-3464  pd881@bctf.ca 882 Upper Skeena Teachers Jan Thorburn  250-842-5214  888-503-6959  pd882@bctf.ca Shirley Hobenshield  250-849-5484  888-594-2271  pd882@bctf.ca 92 Nisga'a Teachers' Union Charity Peal  250-633-2225  250-633-2669  pd92@bctf.ca Samantha Lambright  250-326-4206  250-633-2916  pd92@bctf.ca Sara Beardsell  250-633-2225  250-633-2669  pd92@bctf.ca 93 SEPF Alain Paquin  604-437-4849  604-437-9630  pd93@bctf.ca Linda Theriault  250-220-6010  250-220-6014  pd93@bctf.ca Monica Monus    604-214-9881  pd93@bctf.ca)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "#FunFriday Fact: #BC has the highest small business employment in Canada. October is Small Business Month! Check out: http://t.co/20bcLmlvFP" @bcliberals - 03:55pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "Gr8 event honoring Taiwan ROC w many friends @douglasbing @marvinhunt4bc @KerryLynneFindl @mhlchiu26 @prairiechinois http://t.co/85TUCQsbrI" @John_Yap - 05:40pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media jthornthwaite last tweet "Please join me in recognizing the vital work foster families do for B.C. kids http://t.co/bdYy1yh9Jc #FosterFamilyMonth #northvan #bcpoli" @jthornthwaite - 10:56pm Follow @jthornthwaite BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Touring a natural gas drilling rig with @MLA Mike Bernier, and Brian from EnCana http://t.co/AifdJ4H07b" @Teresa_Wat - 06:01pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media jthornthwaite last tweet "Read #BC's Blueprint in English, Punjabi, Chinese & French! http://t.co/cUCdVsL7BA #findyourfit #diverse #northvan http://t.co/cUCdVsL7BA" @jthornthwaite - 07:37pm Follow @jthornthwaite BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/FassbenderMLA,Peter Fassbender (@FassbenderMLA) | Twitter টুইটার অনুসন্ধান অনুসন্ধান টুইটার খুঁজুন সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ ভাষা : বাংলা. हिन्दी Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন টুইটার-এ নতুন ? আজই যোগদান করুন » সাইন ইন করুন ফোন, ইমেল বা ব্যবহারকারীর নাম পাসওয়ার্ড সাইন ইন আমাকে মনে রাখুন পাসওয়ার্ড ভুলে গেছেন? ইতিমধ্যে আপনি কি টেক্সট বার্তার মাধ্যমে টুইটার ব্যবহার করছেন? Peter Fassbender যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @FassbenderMLA টুইটসমূহ ১,৪৬৩ ফটো/ভিডিও ১৫৭ অনুসরণ করছেন ৬৮৪ অনুসারীবৃন্দ ৩,৯৭২ প্রিয়সমূহ ৩৮   আরো প্রিয়সমূহ তালিকাসমূহ সরব @FassbenderMLA নীরব @FassbenderMLA অনুসরণ অনুসরণ করা কর্মসমূহ:অনুসরণ না করা অবরুদ্ধ অবরোধ মুক্ত মুলতুবি বাতিল Peter Fassbenderযাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @FassbenderMLA Proud MLA for the people of #SurreyFleetwood in beautiful #BritishColumbia, Minister of #Education, BC Government Surrey-Fleetwood, BC peterfassbendermla.ca ১৫৭ ফটো বা ভিডিওগুলো টুইটসমূহ টুইটসমূহ Tweets & replies Peter Fassbender retweeted Anita Huberman @anitahuberman  ·  ২ অক্টোবর Looking forward to tonight's Kick-off for Manufacturing month in Surrey. 6-8pm at Sheraton. @SBofT প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ২ retweets ২ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ০ favorite আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Peter Fassbender retweeted BC Finance Committee @BCFinanceComm  ·  ২৩ সেপ্টেম্বর What are your priorities for Budget 2015? You can make a submission to the Finance Committee at: #bcpoli http://ow.ly/BH95W  প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ৪ retweets ৪ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ০ favorite আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Peter Fassbender retweeted Naomi Yamamoto @naomiyamamoto  ·  ২৫ সেপ্টেম্বর @CityofSurrey wins Open for Business Award! @SBofT @FassbenderMLA @marvinhunt4bc @amrikvirkbc @MLACadieux #smallbiz pic.twitter.com/rsw9M78spx আরো ছবি ও ভিডিও দেখুন প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ৮ retweets ৮ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ৩ favorites ৩ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Peter Fassbender retweeted Jane Thornthwaite @jthornthwaite  ·  ২৪ সেপ্টেম্বর Improve literacy by supporting the @VancouverSun #RaiseAReader Campaign #northvan @FassbenderMLA @bcedplan http://www.vancouversun.com/news/raise-a-reader/index.html?__federated=1 … প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ৩ retweets ৩ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ০ favorite আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Peter Fassbender @FassbenderMLA  ·  ২৩ সেপ্টেম্বর #LNGinBC = 100,000 jobs 4 #BC. #findyourfit helps #BC youth explore skills training opps. http://ow.ly/AS4Ca  #surreybc প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ৪ retweets ৪ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ০ favorite আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Peter Fassbender retweeted Amrik Virk @amrikvirkbc  ·  ২০ সেপ্টেম্বর Beautiful morning at City Hall celebrating PICS #smallbiz expo. pic.twitter.com/HXJsertIjf Marvin Hunt, Peter Fassbender এবং Richard T Lee আরো ছবি ও ভিডিও দেখুন প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ৩ retweets ৩ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ৪ favorites ৪ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Peter Fassbender @FassbenderMLA  ·  ৪ সেপ্টেম্বর BCTF confirms same gap as BCPSEA: well over $300 m per year. Nowhere near affordability zone of other union agreements. #bced #bcpoli প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ২০ retweets ২০ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ১০ favorites ১০ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Peter Fassbender @FassbenderMLA  ·  ৪ সেপ্টেম্বর The math: 547,985 students (559k less 11k intnl students) x $3 a day x 193 days (187 instructional & 6 ProD) = $317m per year! = BIG GAP প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ২৮ retweets ২৮ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ১২ favorites ১২ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Peter Fassbender @FassbenderMLA  ·  ৪ সেপ্টেম্বর (1) BCTF says financial gap is small: $3 per student per day. But let’s do the math. #bced #bcpoli প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ১৬ retweets ১৬ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ৯ favorites ৯ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Peter Fassbender retweeted Amrik Virk @amrikvirkbc  ·  ২৬ জুলাই @FassbenderMLA, there's something on shirt! @HoneybeeCentre pic.twitter.com/3zSFNZGBMT আরো ছবি ও ভিডিও দেখুন প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ৯ retweets ৯ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ১০ favorites ১০ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Peter Fassbender retweeted Amrik Virk @amrikvirkbc  ·  ২৬ জুলাই Just hanging with several thousand baby bees @FassbenderMLA @HoneybeeCentre pic.twitter.com/yJ9w637Fcr আরো ছবি ও ভিডিও দেখুন প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ৪ retweets ৪ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ৩ favorites ৩ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Peter Fassbender retweeted Tourism Surrey @TourismSurrey  ·  ২৫ জুলাই Tomorrow, be sure to check out the Honeybee Festival by Fraser Hwy & Hwy 15! It'll be a buzzing good time! #FoodWithThought... প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ১ retweet ১ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ১ favorite ১ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Peter Fassbender retweeted The Now Newspaper @TheNowNewspaper  ·  ২৪ জুলাই What will you "bee" doing this weekend? #Cloverdale's Honeybee Centre is hosting a free weekend-long festival #Surrey http://ow.ly/zycc5  সারাংশ দেখ প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ২ retweets ২ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ০ favorite আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Peter Fassbender retweeted BC Liberal Caucus @BCLiberalCaucus  ·  ৩ জুন Don't miss #SurreyBC - Fleetwood MLA & Education Minister @FassbenderMLA on #ShawTV's Constituency Report! 2pm, channel 4. #bcpoli প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ২ retweets ২ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ০ favorite আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Peter Fassbender retweeted BC Liberal Caucus @BCLiberalCaucus  ·  ২ জুন Constituency Report w/ #SurreyBC - Fleetwood's @FassbenderMLA is on #ShawTV 4 at 530pm! He talks #bced, #Vaisakhi, @CloverdaleRodeo & more! প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ১ retweet ১ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ১ favorite ১ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Richmond, British Columbia Peter Fassbender retweeted Paige MacFarlane @edupaige  ·  ৩০ মে . @FassbenderMLA at the podium #bccpac2014 talking about the pace of change in education @bcedplan pic.twitter.com/H4t7VkvDSW আরো ছবি ও ভিডিও দেখুন প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ৩ retweets ৩ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ১ favorite ১ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Richmond, British Columbia Peter Fassbender retweeted Paige MacFarlane @edupaige  ·  ৩০ মে . @FassbenderMLA addressing crowd at #bccpac2014 - shining light on the work of @jthornthwaite as Parliamentary Sec for parent engagement প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ২ retweets ২ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ১ favorite ১ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Peter Fassbender retweeted Jane Thornthwaite @jthornthwaite  ·  ৩০ মে Pres @TerryBerting welcoming delegates @BCCPAC convention @FassbenderMLA @edupaige #bced pic.twitter.com/yylbALUOzW আরো ছবি ও ভিডিও দেখুন প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ২ retweets ২ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ০ favorite আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Peter Fassbender @FassbenderMLA  ·  ২৭ মে Average class sizes in British Columbia - Kindergarten - 19.3 students, Gr. 1-3 - 21.5, Gr. 4-7 - 25.7, Gr. 8-12 - 23.0 #bced প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ১৫ retweets ১৫ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ২ favorites ২ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Peter Fassbender @FassbenderMLA  ·  ২৬ মে Here is some information for parents about @BCTF strike action in our schools: http://www.newsroom.gov.bc.ca/downloads/Information_for_Parents_on_BCTF_Strike.pdf … প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ৪ retweets ৪ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ২ favorites ২ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট টুইটারের ধারণক্ষমতা বেশি হতে পারে অথবা একটি ক্ষণস্থায়ী হিক্কার সম্মুখীন হয়। আবার চেষ্টা করুন পরিদর্শন করুন টুইটারের অবস্থা আরও তথ্যের জন্য। বন্ধ Peter Fassbender অনুসৃত Peter Fassbender থেকে কোন আপডেট মিস্ করবেন না Surrey-Fleetwood, BC · পরিবর্তন © 2014 টুইটার সম্বন্ধে সহায়তা বিজ্ঞপ্তি তথ্য বন্ধ প্রবণতা ট্রেন্ডস আপনার জন্য উপযোগী। ট্রেন্ডের মাধ্যমে আপনি সহজেই আপনার আগ্রহের খবরাখবর পেতে পারছেন। আপনি কোথায় থাকেন এবং কাদের অনুসরণ করেন তার উপরে ভিত্তি করে ট্রেন্ড উপস্থাপিত করা হয়। পরিবর্তন উপযোগী করা ট্রেন্ডস রাখুন বিশ্বব্যাপী প্রবণতা পান সম্পন্ন খারিজ বন্ধ পূর্ববর্তী পরবর্তী বন্ধ একজন ব্যক্তির প্রোফাইলে যান সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ বন্ধ আপনার অনুসরণকারীদের এই পুনঃটুইটটি পাঠাবেন? বাতিল পুনঃটুইট বন্ধ আপনি কি নিশ্চিত যে এই টুইট মুছে দিতে চান? বাতিল মুছে ফেলুন বন্ধ রোধ করন বাতিল রোধ করন আপনার টুইটসমুহে একটি অবস্থান যুক্ত করুন যখন একটি অবস্থানের সঙ্গে আপনার টুইট করেন, টুইটার সেই অবস্থান সংরক্ষণ করে। প্রত্যেক টুইটের আগে আপনি আপনার অবস্থান চালু / বন্ধ করতে পারেন, এবং যে কোনও সময় আপনি আপনার অবস্থানের ইতিহাস মুছে ফেলতে পারেন। আরো জানুন অবস্থান চালু করুন এখন নয় স্থান বন্ধ করুন বন্ধ প্রোফাইল সারসংক্ষেপ বন্ধ আপনার তালিকাসমূহ বন্ধ একটি নতুন তালিকা তৈরি করুন নাম তালিকা বিবরণ 100 অক্ষরের কম, ঐচ্ছিক তালিকাসমূহ:গোপনীয়তা সাধারণ · যে কেউ এই তালিকা অনুসরণ করতে পারেন ব্যক্তিগত · শুধুমাত্র আপনিই এই তালিকায় প্রবেশ করতে পারবেন তালিকা সংরক্ষণ করুন বন্ধ বন্ধ এই টুইট স্থাপিত কর আপনার নীচের ওয়েবসাইটে কোডটি অনুলিপি দ্বারা এই টুইট যোগ করুন * আরও জানুন হুম, সার্ভারে পৌঁছনোর একটি সমস্যা ছিল। পরে আবার চেষ্টা করবেন? প্রকৃত টুইট অন্তর্ভুক্ত করুন অন্তর্ভুক্ত মিডিয়া প্রাকদর্শন বন্ধ টুইটারে নিবন্ধন করুন টুইটারে নেই? নিবন্ধন করুন, আপনির পছন্দের বিষয়গুলির সাথে যুক্ত হন, এবং তাদের বিষয়ে হালনাগাদ পান। একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন » বন্ধ দুটি উপায় (প্রেরণ এবং গ্রহণ) শর্ট কোড: দেশ কোড গ্রাহকদের জন্য মার্কিন যুক্তরাষ্ট্র 40404 (যে কোন) কানাডা 21212 (যে কোন) যুক্তরাজ্য 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM হাইতি 40404 Digicel, Voila আয়ারল্যান্ড 51210 Vodafone, O2 ভারত 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance ইন্দোনেশিয়া 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » অন্য দেশসমুহের এসএসএস সংক্ষিপ্ত কোড দেখুন বন্ধ নিশ্চিতকরণ)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/03/what-is-this-strike-about-moving-letter.html?showComment=1331098647419,Staffroom Confidential: What is this strike about? A moving letter from a Saanich teacher Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, March 6, 2012 What is this strike about? A moving letter from a Saanich teacher I would like to thank you, Mr. Abbott. My wife and I have just had an excellent discussion with our daughters about power, and about the importance of checks and balances in a society. Sophie and Rachel are 12 and 10. They were very confused about why the government was allowed to make rules such as fining teachers $475 a day or $2500 a day for going on strike. We explained that our government is elected to make decisions on our behalf, and that we trust that they will make good and considered decisions. But what if we don’t agree with their decisions, they wondered. We explained that there is time to debate these decisions before they are made, and that everybody is allowed to write letters, or protest if they disagree. We explained that the media is meant to also provide some balance, by asking difficult and challenging questions. But they are saying that if you protest their decision, they will fine you, they replied. We had no answer. Why do they hate teachers, one of them asked. I still had no answer. ---------- I could have been a lawyer. I scored in the 98th percentile of the LSAT and was accepted to Queen’s Law School, offered a scholarship to a Law School in the northeastern US. I chose instead to defer my decision, and be a tutor/coach/residence don/in-house TOC at my old high school for a couple of years. This was a private boarding school in Ontario. I loved it. I loved being able to explain concepts in math to kids, and to see the “light go on”. I loved sharing my passion for math, for soccer, for hockey, for philosophy, for poetry, and for musical theater with kids. I never considered going back to law after those two years. After completing my teacher training at UVic, I did my practicum in Saanich. I hadn’t realized until then what a sheltered teaching existence I had at the boarding school, with well-to-do kids brought up with every advantage (the type of kids to whom Mr. Abbott recently referred as “the smart kids”, I believe). In the public school system in Saanich, I learned humility. I learned how to be a better teacher, how to teach the whole child, and not just the mind. I taught classes that not only had some of Mr. Abbott’s advantaged “smart kids”, but other kids who were often equally smart and capable if not more, but who faced challenges the others didn’t: broken homes, poverty issues, learning disabilities, to name only a few. These classes were challenging because the kids’ needs were so varied. Some kids could be turned on by ideas alone; others needed to be convinced of the value of learning, to place education in context; some just needed breakfast. And yet, at the time I started teaching in Saanich, I considered myself fortunate because we had a locally arranged agreement about how many kids could be in a secondary English class. (I taught English at the time). The number was 27 – unless you had a student who had an acknowledged special need, such as dyslexia, or visual impairment, for example, that would require a significant amount of adjustment to practice or extra preparation. For each of these students, the number would drop by one. If there were 6 “special needs” students in your English 11, the maximum number of kids would be 21. Trust me, this would still be a challenging class in terms of composition, but the system worked. It was so important to teachers, my older colleagues told me, that teachers took less in salary improvements at the time in order to secure these contract provisions. Silly me for thinking that contracts were something sacrosanct in Canadian law. When I started my first continuing contract at Claremont Secondary in 2000, we had an enrolment not very different from our enrolment today. When I started at Claremont, it was not unusual for the more challenging classes, such as Essentials of Math 10 or Communications 11 to have 12-15 students, because that’s what those kids needed to be successful. When I started at Claremont, there were two librarians – one for every 550 kids. When I started at Claremont there was a staff of 85-90, with plenty of teachers in the building to comfortably take on all the extra-curriculars that make schools, as the Saanich motto goes, “great places to learn, safe places to be” Today at Claremont, a class with less than 23-24 students does not run. This legislation before you will only make that number increase, I assure you, and it is not what kids need. Today at Claremont there is 3/4 of a librarian – which translates to one for every 1475 kids. Today at Claremont there is a staff of 65-70. This group which now numbers 20 fewer than when I started 12 years ago, has been attempting to keep up all the things that make our school great – outstanding academics, including extra-curricular offerings such as the dozens of math contests I sponsor and organize every year, an incredible sports program, an enviable fine arts program, numerous volunteer organizations that enrich our school community and the community at large. So far, we have managed, but we have each had to take up the slack now for too long. We are at the breaking point, and I promise you – this legislation already threatens to push us over the edge. Surely this government is not deaf to the teachers from around the province who are saying enough… Enough: we have devoted our lives to a profession that we knew all along would not make us rich, but we did it because we believed that if it would help just one disadvantaged kid, it was worth it. Enough: we believed in it so much, that we traded even the most meager of raises, time and time again, in order to gain better classroom conditions for our students. Enough: we tried our absolute best to play within the rules, when government after government stripped away those conditions that we bought with our own salaries, even when the Supreme Court ruled that those government actions were illegal. Enough: we have tried to hold our heads high, when we are vilified in the press as lazy and greedy, when nothing – NOTHING -- could be further from the truth. Enough: we have devoted countless hours to volleyball, to musical theatre, to poetry readings, to charity work, to rugby, to yearbook clubs, to student’s councils, to tutoring before school from 7am, to tutoring after school until 6pm or longer, to tutoring kids by email on the weekends, and, AND! to our own Professional Development, whether that occurs on a Pro-D day or on our own time – Yes, Mr. Abbott, we actually do Pro-D. In short, we have devoted countless hours to the children and families of this province, and the thanks we get is one more veiled legislated slap in the face? Now, I’m not so out of touch that I don’t realize that as a teacher at the top of the scale, I’m fairly comfortable. Sure it irks me that all of you folks in the legislature have received pay raises in the last ten years far beyond what I have received over the same period – pay raises which you are allowed to vote for yourselves. Not that I would dare suggest that you don’t deserve it – I don’t envy your jobs in the least. But even despite this glaring double-standard, I would have begrudgingly accepted no raise, if it were that alone. It is not the extending of the current contract in this legislation that has me upset. I am insulted. I am insulted that you have the temerity to suggest that this legislation represents mediation in any true sense of the word. Your use of legislation to enforce mediation, but then dictate the terms of the mediation is nothing short of bullying. How ironic that there was an anti-bullying flashmob on the lawn of the legislature the day this bill was introduced. To my mind, you have brought disrepute onto yourselves and the institution you represent. I was trying to defend the institution of our provincial government to my children tonight, suggesting that it rested on a foundation of elected officials acting in a dispassionate way for the benefit of all. I couldn’t. I am shocked. I shouldn’t be, given everything that has happened in the last 10 years, but I’m shocked. I am shocked – no, enraged – that you would enact legislation that essentially attacks my freedom to associate; legislation that, quite frankly, probably runs counter to the Charter of Rights and Freedoms, even though your government’s last Bill of this sort was deemed illegal by the Supreme Court; legislation that does not “put families first” but which threatens families – no, puts a gun to their heads – and says to them: “we will bankrupt you if you have the gall to disagree with us or stand up for your rights”. Lastly, I am disappointed, and if I’m to be honest, I am defeated and demoralized. And I know I’m not alone. And that’s what you wanted, wasn’t it? You don’t want an improved public education system. I would love to challenge you, to defy you, sir, to say otherwise, to come to Claremont and convince me in person that this legislation will improve the public education system in BC, that it will improve the lives of children and their families across this province, by demoralizing and insulting teachers like me, by forcing a foregone, supposedly “mediated” conclusion down our throats. Sadly, you tell these lies every day, and so my challenge is useless. It is a sad day for me, and a sad day for BC. I love my job, I love the kids at Claremont, and I love Victoria, but today I really and truly thought it might be time to find a teaching job back in Ontario. You may say good riddance – we can find someone cheaper than you to do the same job. But I dare you to say that to my students. That is a challenge that perhaps I could make. ------------- My oldest daughter has been reading Animal Farm at school. (Maybe I shouldn’t tell you this – you will think that it is another reason to bring down the public school system…) After our discussion earlier tonight – and believe me when I say I did my utmost best to withhold the vitriol that must be obvious by now that I hold inside – after our family discussion my oldest daughter paused and, honest to God, said something like: “ Dad, the government are kind of like the pigs on the farm, aren’t they…? Once they get to make the rules, they kind of twist things so that they always go their way”. So, I want to thank you, Mr. Abbott. You made me so proud of my daughter tonight that I want to cry. Mark Skanks Claremont Secondary School Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 5:39 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 21 comments: AllyMarch 6, 2012 at 8:43 PM Extremely well put! Please tell me you have send this to Mr. Abbott??? When will the "pigs" listen?ReplyDelete Ms. HendraMarch 6, 2012 at 9:18 PM I love this letter. I have shared it with many people, and just sent it to a friend who is the Math Department Head in Chilliwack, and a Claremont grad, too. Thanks to Mark for such a well-written letter. TannisReplyDelete 30daysofautismMarch 6, 2012 at 9:37 PM This is fabulous!! Thank you!ReplyDelete AmandaMarch 6, 2012 at 10:46 PM Credit should be given to Mark Skanks as author of this letter.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeMarch 7, 2012 at 8:51 AM I did not originally include Mark's name because I hadn't asked his permission to do so. Since the cat is out of the bag anyway, I will add it now.Delete Ms. OhanaMarch 7, 2012 at 10:23 PM your challenge is not useless, they just want us to think it is... but the very fact that they have to address us and our challenges means they hear us loud and clear.... at the end of the day.. remember you still have your vote.... make it hurt the same way they've hurt usDelete Reply SDMURPHY3March 6, 2012 at 11:22 PM Thank you for putting into words how I feel about the future of education in this Province. I moved my family here from Quebec to avoid the French controversy and give my children a better chance. I am very proud to say my daughter is an excellent teacher, but she like many of you good ones is thinking of moving on. I guarantee you if they pass Bill 22 I will vote anything but Liberal in 2013. Your daugther, God bless her, is absolutely right.ReplyDelete SabrinaBaileyMarch 6, 2012 at 11:53 PM Mark, I would not be where I am today if you hadn't taken me on as a practicum student. I watched you pour your heart and soul into your students - and me. Please do not leave, the kids at Claremont need you! The government should be the ones who buckle, not us. I am teaching 2 classes of 30 for "Essentials Math 10" (AW 10) and I cannot believe how much class sizes have exploded, even in the short time between my own high school years and my teaching career. I logistically cannot give my students the help they need in the time I have, and it is ludicrous to believe such a short time ago they would literally have had twice the amount of time per person, per day (assuming a class size under 15). I had a student drop out of school last week due to lack of attendance due to giving up, which I would like to argue is largely due to being pushed through a broken system for so long. Behind that child I have a long list of kids at risk to do the same... is this the kind of future our government has in store for our kids? Every kid who is withdrawn from my school breaks my heart because I know their educational system (not their teachers) has let them down. Sabrina Bailey North Peace SecondaryReplyDelete UnknownMarch 7, 2012 at 8:23 AM Thank you so much for this eloquent letter, Mark. I've sent it to my MLA because we have the same issues in Chilliwack and the rest of the province. Jody Raabe Mount Slesse Middle School, SD33ReplyDelete EleanaMarch 7, 2012 at 7:34 PM Thank-you for your passionate words... I will be sharing them with my colleagues. Eleana P. Citadel Middle School, SD43ReplyDelete lrnalotMarch 8, 2012 at 12:05 AM In sum, the short term gains touted by proponents of Bill 22 will result in even more disenfranchised youth, deeper and longer lasting negativity toward the Liberal Government and Politics in general, and more teachers applying for disability or leaving BC outright. Thanks for speaking so eloquently to these important issues.ReplyDelete Richard AustenMarch 8, 2012 at 2:06 AM I am also a BC teacher - now teaching in Hong Kong. I have floated the idea on facebook a few times but I will say it here. The government's tactic of the fines is to essentially stop a teacher walk-out. Strikes are illegal. The way to circumvent this action by the government is to organize teachers to hand in their resignations "en masse" including all TOCs (for which I was one). I'll grant you this is somewhat dangerous high stakes game to play - but it is one that must be played if Bill 22 goes through as that bill is a union busting bill anyway. The government can't fine someone who quits their job. We'll call it the "organization" rather than the BCTF and if government wants teachers back they'll have to talk to the BCTF - err "the Organization." It takes something along this drastic action to save the teaching union in BC because I can tell you something right now - the government does not care the least bit about these letters - they don't care about marches in Victoria - The Liberals are sitting back and laughing that they just saved three days of salaries and heating bills for all the schools. Their voters (which is the majority) support crushing the Teaching union despite all the chatter we see on facebook and other social media - we may get support from those friends but those ore OUR friends who arguably ore of similar mindedness on issues like this. I suspect the vast majority of Liberal voters want the Union to die. So it's time to stop the letter and the appeals to the liberal "heart of gold" and realize that that heart is ice. It's not the time to send in the BCTF Poodle to fight the Liberal T-REX - it's time to play some serious hardball - 40,000 teachers resign - effective the day after Spring Break ends. You want the teachers back - you hire them all back under the BCTF union (ie as if there was no resignation).ReplyDelete Replies AlexMarch 9, 2012 at 11:08 AM This is called (or is similar to) 'work-to-rule' (which I believe is what's been done so far...) Yes. It is worth this.Delete Reply RommelMarch 8, 2012 at 11:36 AM Hi, I found this blog once, then lost it. Took me forever to come back and find it. I wanted to see what comments you got. Nice blog by the way.I must take this opportunity to write to you from my heart.I Really enjoyed your blog.I have never read such a wonderful article. Resignation Letter ReplyDelete alientoinquirytooMarch 8, 2012 at 9:18 PM Dear Tara Ehrcke, You have stolen the words and ideas from my mouth! I could not have put it any better and I am the first one to sign up for your letter writing campaign. I have thought for a long time that our only recourse is to resign en-masse or all take stress leaves at the same time, either way there is no way that they win! Thank you for this... Andre KozakReplyDelete Replies alientoinquirytooMarch 8, 2012 at 9:26 PM I guess I should thank Tara for posting this and Mark for the writing and Richard for the ultimate solution! Thanks...Delete Reply alyxpottsMarch 9, 2012 at 7:59 AM "You may say good riddance – we can find someone cheaper than you to do the same job. But I dare you to say that to my students. That is a challenge that perhaps I could make." I had Mr.Skanks for math last year and he's amazing. So I think if you said those things to us "the students" we'd have a lot of kind words about Mr.Skanks and his teaching abilities/wisdom. And quite the opposite of "kind words" for you putting him and all our other teachers through all this.ReplyDelete AlexMarch 9, 2012 at 11:07 AM Brilliant letter! Well put! Passing it on!ReplyDelete Mrs.BMarch 12, 2012 at 9:50 AM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Mrs.BMarch 12, 2012 at 9:51 AM THANK YOU! Well said - I will be sharing this with colleagues in Burnaby & Surrey. Avril Broekhuizen Chilliwack Secondary, SD33ReplyDelete Mrs. D. ThiesenMarch 12, 2012 at 9:59 PM I've shared this on twitter. I was a top university student as well and encouraged to go into medicine but chose teaching...I love teaching, but did I make a mistake? I'm so insulted.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ▼  March (12) Bill 22 and Class Size/Class Composition BC Liberals: You reap what you sow... From public to private: a subtle path What is this dispute about? Putting equity last, a... Walk out pamphlet - arguments for full withdrawal ... Teachers debate a response to Bill 22 Lessons from the US - when unions don't strike to ... Lessons from history - legislation and illegal str... How do teachers defeat Bill 22? Critical thinking and Bill 22 - A teacher rebuts G... What is this strike about? A moving letter from a ... Public education - Christy: it's about equality ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13822,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > April 1998 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 10, Number 6, April 1998 AGM honours innovative and exceptional teachers Gale Tyler, recipient of the 1998 G.A. Fergusson Award, recalled that when she began teaching in 1963, “everything ahout the school system enforced the sexism in society at large. We were ignorant, and we taught our students to be sexist.” Women who challenged that reality “were frequently booed, harassed, belittled, and humiliated by our colleagues.” In the past 25 years, though, thousands of teachers have worked in the Status of Women Program, and there’s no doubt that today’s schools are better places in which to work and to learn because of those teachers’ efforts. Tyler thanked her mother, “who taught me to resist injustice,” and the many other teachers who struggled against great odds to improve the status of women in education. “Uppity women, unite for the sake of all women’s and men’s futures!” she cried, as the audience rose in ovation. Jan Eastman, president of the Canadian Teachers’ Federation, presented the Roy C. Hill Awards to Barry Krangle, from Roberts Creek, and to a team of teacher-librarians from Coquitlam. Krangle won a national award of $5,000 for “Above the Line—Below the Line,” a project that allowed students to witness the human reality of the poverty line. From working at an inner-city food bank and exploring Vancouver’s most exclusive boutiques, the teens gained greater awareness of the growing economic disparity in our society. Shirley Bens, Laurie Brookbank, Dianne Driscoll, Joanne Jarvis, and Jo-Anne Leblond, of Coquitlam, won a provincial award of $2,500 for their Library Resources Web page. They expressed appreciation for the award, especially during a period of severe cuts to teacher-librarians. Readers can access the award-winning Web site at: www.S95.schdist43.bc.ca:8000/district/home.htm – Nancy Knickerbocker Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "Eid Mubarak to all those celebrating in BC!" @bcliberals - 06:52pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=15358&printPage=true,BCTF News Releases  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2008 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE April 3, 2008 150 school closures prove that funding for BC schools is not "highest ever"  With 150 public schools in BC closed since 2001 and 45 more threatened with closure, the British Columbia Teachers’ Federation is challenging Minister Bond to show where the money for education is going. “School districts have barely received enough money to cover negotiated salary agreements with all its employee groups,” says Lanzinger.  “There is no new money to reduce class sizes, nothing for students with special needs, and no more money for districts to avoid the thankless tasks they are undertaking, like closing schools.  If school districts are receiving the highest funding in history as the minister claims, then where is the money going?” The Minister of Education claims that schools must close because our province is losing school-age students. However with student numbers in BC down a mere 6%, the majority of the school closures in BC have nothing to do with declining enrolment.  Furthermore the declining enrolment argument for closing schools mistakenly assumes that all or most of the decline is happening in specific schools.   In one of the larger school districts in the Lower Mainland for instance, nearly all schools are being reconfigured and some closed, yet the decline expected in the upcoming school year for the entire district is only 46 children. The BCTF will be holding a news conference to discuss school closures in British Columbia on Monday April 7, 2008, at 10:00 a.m., in the Saltspring Room at the Hotel Grand Pacific, 463 Belleville Street, Victoria.  Speakers will be Irene Lanzinger, president of the British Columbia Teachers’ Federation, and Jessica Van derVeen, a parent in School District 61 (Greater Victoria) and one of the founders of LANDS (Let’s Agree Not to Dispose of Schools).  In addition, several Lower Island presidents and members of LANDS will be present and have agreed to be interviewed. -  30  - For more information, contact Kathleen MacKinnon, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell).)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/contacts.cfm?page=pdchairs&sort=1&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true,BCTF Contacts Home E-mail Lists Links A to Z Index Contact Us Help SITE SEARCH Quick Links BCTF formsBCTF NewsFrançaisLabour linksPensionsTeacher NewsmagazineTeaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Contact Us > PD chairpersons BCTF Professional Development Chairpersons Sorted by local name. Click here for sort by local number. Local Chair School Phone School Fax E-mail Abbotsford District Teachers' Association (34) Brenda Head    604-850-7692  pd34@bctf.ca Alberni District Teachers' Union (701) Stephanie Hopkins  250-723-7522  250-723-7557  pd701@bctf.ca Arrow Lakes Teachers' Association (10) Paula Rogers  250-358-7222  250-358-2533  pd10@bctf.ca Boundary District Teachers' Association (51) Catherine Pankoff  250-442-8275  250-442-5388  pd51@bctf.ca Linda Rawlings-Dolezsar  250-442-5313  250-442-5317  pd51@bctf.ca Bulkley Valley Teachers' Union (54) Kristina Willing  250-847-2231  250-847-2165  pd54@bctf.ca Mary Neto  250-847-2231  250-847-2165  pd54@bctf.ca Burnaby Teachers' Association (41) Alexandra Peters  604-664-7056  604-664-8734  pd41@bctf.ca Barbara Henderson  604-664-8727  604-664-8818  pd41@bctf.ca Patricia Dolton      pd41@bctf.ca Burns Lake District Teachers' Union (55) Lisa Mason  250-698-7301  250-698-7349  pd55@bctf.ca Campbell River District Teachers' Association (72) Adria Anne Gleeson  250-286-0511  250-286-0938  pd72@bctf.ca Cariboo-Chilcotin Teachers' Association (27) Shirley Giroux  250-398-5800  250-398-5206  pd27@bctf.ca Central Coast Teachers' Association (49) Coleen Fraser  250-799-5556  250-799-5757  pd49@bctf.ca Stephen Dishkin  250-982-2355  250-982-2720  pd49@bctf.ca Central Okanagan Teachers' Association (23) Joe Jamison  250-868-1135  250-870-5020  pd23@bctf.ca Chetwynd Teachers' Association (592) Gysbert Ruiter  250-788-2267  250-788-9729  pd592@bctf.ca Chilliwack Teachers' Association (33) Angela Woods  604-823-4408  604-823-2243  pd33@bctf.ca Comox District Teachers' Association (71) Lisa Pedersen-Skene    250-897-0487  pd71@bctf.ca Coquitlam Teachers' Association (43) Michael Galliford  604-464-8581  604-937-8045  pd43@bctf.ca Cowichan District Teachers' Association (65) Naomi Nilsson  250-748-2251  250-746-7849  pd65@bctf.ca Sabina Reska  250-743-6916  250-743-6915  pd65@bctf.ca Cranbrook District Teachers' Association (2) Carol Johns  250-489-4391  250-489-0600  pd02@bctf.ca Colette Grasdal  250-426-5241  250-426-6673  pd02@bctf.ca Creston Valley Teachers' Association (861) Melissa Feragotti  250-428-2051  250-428-2019  pd861@bctf.ca Delta Teachers' Association (37) Fiona Higgs    604-599-1786  pd37@bctf.ca Fernie District Teachers' Association (1) Linda Christenson  250-425-6666  250-425-6661  pd01@bctf.ca Sarah Larsen      pd01@bctf.ca Fort Nelson District Teachers' Association (81) Shirley Kenney  250-774-6941  250-774-6988  pd81@bctf.ca Fraser-Cascade Teachers' Association (78) Kathleen Koopman      pd78@bctf.ca Gold Trail Teachers' Association (74) Elizabeth Griggs  250-256-4274  250-256-4275  pd74@bctf.ca Golden Teachers' Association (18) Margaret Calladine  250-344-6317    pd18@bctf.ca Greater Victoria Teachers' Association (61) Lucinda Graf  250-727-0188  250-727-2079  pd61@bctf.ca Gulf Islands Teachers' Association (64) James Lightfoot  250-653-9223  250-653-2090  pd64@bctf.ca Haida Gwaii Teachers' Association (50) Autum Gates    250-626-3214  pd50@bctf.ca Monika Hausmann    250-626-3214  pd50@bctf.ca Kamloops Thompson Teachers' Association (73) David Comrie    250-377-2257  pd73@bctf.ca Kimberley Teachers' Association (3) Bethany Turcon      pd03@bctf.ca Craig Hillman  250-427-4827  250-427-7106  pd03@bctf.ca Kitimat District Teachers' Association (80) Katherine Johnsen  250-632-6174  888-539-4732  pd80@bctf.ca Michele Sutherland  250-632-2912  888-574-1126  pd80@bctf.ca Kootenay Columbia Teachers' Union (20) John Horcoff      pd20@bctf.ca Kootenay Lake Teachers' Association (862) Dennis Larcombe  250-229-4224  250-353-7434  pd862@bctf.ca Lake Cowichan Teachers' Association (66) Christine Rolls  250-748-0011  250-749-4030  pd66@bctf.ca Langley Teachers' Association (35) Sandy Ho  604-888-3033  604-888-2873  pd35@bctf.ca Mackenzie Teachers' Association (572) Amber Raycraft  250-963-7060  250-963-7381  pd572@bctf.ca Christa Barnes  250-997-6340  250-997-5075  pd572@bctf.ca Karen Chadha  250-997-6340  250-997-5075  pd572@bctf.ca Maple Ridge Teachers' Association (42) Suzanne Hall  604-463-6414  604-466-6265  pd42@bctf.ca McBride-Valemount Teachers' Association (573) Brian Hanson    250-566-4551  pd573@bctf.ca Jennifer L'Arrivee  250-569-2295  250-569-2620  pd573@bctf.ca Julia Howard  250-569-2295  250-569-2620  pd573@bctf.ca Mission Teachers' Union (75) Anna Heavenor  604-820-4587  604-820-9505  pd75@bctf.ca Mount Arrowsmith Teachers' Association (69) Denise Spencer-Dahl  250-248-3296  250-954-1734  pd69@bctf.ca Lesley Rowan  250-752-5651  250-752-8604  pd69@bctf.ca Nanaimo District Teachers' Association (68) Colleen Skipper  250-758-6892  250-758-2373  pd68@bctf.ca Michael Silverton    250-751-8840  pd68@bctf.ca Nechako Teachers' Union (56) Cindy Miller  250-996-7126  250-996-7708  pd56@bctf.ca Shawn Lank  250-699-6233  250-699-7753  pd56@bctf.ca Nelson District Teachers' Association (7) Monica Doyle  250-352-3186  250-352-3183  pd07@bctf.ca Tamara Martin  250-352-5538  250-352-3119  pd07@bctf.ca New Westminster Teachers' Union (40) Romeo Lavrencic  604-517-6316  604-517-6204  pd40@bctf.ca Sandra Lee  604-517-6090  604-517-6091  pd40@bctf.ca Nisga'a Teachers' Union (92) Charity Peal  250-633-2225  250-633-2669  pd92@bctf.ca Samantha Lambright  250-326-4206  250-633-2916  pd92@bctf.ca Sara Beardsell  250-633-2225  250-633-2669  pd92@bctf.ca North Okanagan-Shuswap Teachers' Association (83) Kyla Hadden  250-836-2831  250-836-2664  pd83@bctf.ca North Vancouver Teachers' Association (44) Maria Aiello  604-903-3750  604-903-3751  pd44@bctf.ca Okanagan Skaha Teachers' Union (67) Angela Seppola  250-770-7683  250-492-5981  pd67@bctf.ca Peace River North Teachers' Association (60) Jessica Dmytruk  250-793-9125  250-630-2323  pd60@bctf.ca Peace River South Teachers' Association (591) Angela Connelly    250-782-9604  pd591@bctf.ca Powell River District Teachers' Association (47) Wendy Adams  604-485-5660    pd47@bctf.ca Prince George District Teachers' Association (571) Glen Thielmann  250-562-9525  250-564-4875  pd571@bctf.ca Prince Rupert District Teachers' Union (52) Colleen Pudsey    250-627-1348  pd52@bctf.ca Marla Gamble    250-627-1348  pd52@bctf.ca Raegan Sawka  250-627-1536  250-627-1443  pd52@bctf.ca Princeton District Teachers' Union (17) Gordon Bibby  250-295-3218  250-295-7914  pd17@bctf.ca Mary Bell  250-295-3218  250-295-7914  pd17@bctf.ca Quesnel District Teachers' Association (28) Carlie Borrett  250-991-5566  250-991-5565  pd28@bctf.ca Revelstoke Teachers' Association (19) Stacey Grimm  250-837-2173  250-837-7164  pd19@bctf.ca Richmond Teachers' Association (38) Christian Matheson  604-668-6665  604-668-6569  pd38@bctf.ca Saanich Teachers' Association (63) Holly Mair  250-704-4972  250-479-9870  pd63@bctf.ca Sarah Windle  250-652-9261  250-652-2094  pd63@bctf.ca Sea to Sky Teachers' Association (48) April Lowe  604-898-3688  604-898-4706  pd48@bctf.ca SEPF (93) Alain Paquin  604-437-4849  604-437-9630  pd93@bctf.ca Linda Theriault  250-220-6010  250-220-6014  pd93@bctf.ca Monica Monus    604-214-9881  pd93@bctf.ca Sooke Teachers' Association (62) Brian Hotovy  250-474-1291  250-478-0738  pd62@bctf.ca Kristine Kosolofski  250-478-3232  250-391-9624  pd62@bctf.ca South Okanagan Similkameen Teachers' Union (53) Nicola MacNaughton  250-498-3468  250-498-0339  pd53@bctf.ca Stikine Teachers' Association (87) Alithia Gillies    250-771-4343  pd87@bctf.ca Andre Lagace    250-771-4343  pd87@bctf.ca Sunshine Coast Teachers' Association (46) Patrick McCallum  604-885-3216  604-885-7991  pd46@bctf.ca Surrey Teachers' Association (36) Anne McNamee      pd36@bctf.ca Stephen Anderson      pd36@bctf.ca Terrace District Teachers' Union (881) Karen Andrews  250-635-3115  888-456-3464  pd881@bctf.ca Upper Skeena Teachers (882) Jan Thorburn  250-842-5214  888-503-6959  pd882@bctf.ca Shirley Hobenshield  250-849-5484  888-594-2271  pd882@bctf.ca Vancouver Elementary School Teachers' Association (391) Allison Jambor      pd391@bctf.ca Patricia Gudlaugson      pd391@bctf.ca Vancouver Island North Teachers' Association (85) Sarah Soltau-Heller  250-949-6418  250-949-6485  pd85@bctf.ca Vancouver Island West Teachers' Union (84) Adam Barber    250-761-4234  pd84@bctf.ca Glyn Howell    250-934-6578  pd84@bctf.ca Vancouver Secondary Teachers' Association (392) Mary Filleul    604-713-5076  pd392@bctf.ca Vernon Teachers' Association (22) Robyn Ladner    250-545-7680  pd22@bctf.ca West Vancouver Teachers' Association (45) Rosemary Murray  604-981-1200  604-981-1201  pd45@bctf.ca Shannon Gray  604-981-1130  604-981-1131  pd45@bctf.ca Windermere Teachers' Association (4) Robyn Oliver  250-342-9213  250-342-4499  pd04@bctf.ca About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy Close Window Print Page   BCTF Professional Development Chairpersons Sorted by local name. Click here for sort by local number. Local Chair School Phone School Fax E-mail Abbotsford District Teachers' Association (34) Brenda Head    604-850-7692  pd34@bctf.ca Alberni District Teachers' Union (701) Stephanie Hopkins  250-723-7522  250-723-7557  pd701@bctf.ca Arrow Lakes Teachers' Association (10) Paula Rogers  250-358-7222  250-358-2533  pd10@bctf.ca Boundary District Teachers' Association (51) Catherine Pankoff  250-442-8275  250-442-5388  pd51@bctf.ca Linda Rawlings-Dolezsar  250-442-5313  250-442-5317  pd51@bctf.ca Bulkley Valley Teachers' Union (54) Kristina Willing  250-847-2231  250-847-2165  pd54@bctf.ca Mary Neto  250-847-2231  250-847-2165  pd54@bctf.ca Burnaby Teachers' Association (41) Alexandra Peters  604-664-7056  604-664-8734  pd41@bctf.ca Barbara Henderson  604-664-8727  604-664-8818  pd41@bctf.ca Patricia Dolton      pd41@bctf.ca Burns Lake District Teachers' Union (55) Lisa Mason  250-698-7301  250-698-7349  pd55@bctf.ca Campbell River District Teachers' Association (72) Adria Anne Gleeson  250-286-0511  250-286-0938  pd72@bctf.ca Cariboo-Chilcotin Teachers' Association (27) Shirley Giroux  250-398-5800  250-398-5206  pd27@bctf.ca Central Coast Teachers' Association (49) Coleen Fraser  250-799-5556  250-799-5757  pd49@bctf.ca Stephen Dishkin  250-982-2355  250-982-2720  pd49@bctf.ca Central Okanagan Teachers' Association (23) Joe Jamison  250-868-1135  250-870-5020  pd23@bctf.ca Chetwynd Teachers' Association (592) Gysbert Ruiter  250-788-2267  250-788-9729  pd592@bctf.ca Chilliwack Teachers' Association (33) Angela Woods  604-823-4408  604-823-2243  pd33@bctf.ca Comox District Teachers' Association (71) Lisa Pedersen-Skene    250-897-0487  pd71@bctf.ca Coquitlam Teachers' Association (43) Michael Galliford  604-464-8581  604-937-8045  pd43@bctf.ca Cowichan District Teachers' Association (65) Naomi Nilsson  250-748-2251  250-746-7849  pd65@bctf.ca Sabina Reska  250-743-6916  250-743-6915  pd65@bctf.ca Cranbrook District Teachers' Association (2) Carol Johns  250-489-4391  250-489-0600  pd02@bctf.ca Colette Grasdal  250-426-5241  250-426-6673  pd02@bctf.ca Creston Valley Teachers' Association (861) Melissa Feragotti  250-428-2051  250-428-2019  pd861@bctf.ca Delta Teachers' Association (37) Fiona Higgs    604-599-1786  pd37@bctf.ca Fernie District Teachers' Association (1) Linda Christenson  250-425-6666  250-425-6661  pd01@bctf.ca Sarah Larsen      pd01@bctf.ca Fort Nelson District Teachers' Association (81) Shirley Kenney  250-774-6941  250-774-6988  pd81@bctf.ca Fraser-Cascade Teachers' Association (78) Kathleen Koopman      pd78@bctf.ca Gold Trail Teachers' Association (74) Elizabeth Griggs  250-256-4274  250-256-4275  pd74@bctf.ca Golden Teachers' Association (18) Margaret Calladine  250-344-6317    pd18@bctf.ca Greater Victoria Teachers' Association (61) Lucinda Graf  250-727-0188  250-727-2079  pd61@bctf.ca Gulf Islands Teachers' Association (64) James Lightfoot  250-653-9223  250-653-2090  pd64@bctf.ca Haida Gwaii Teachers' Association (50) Autum Gates    250-626-3214  pd50@bctf.ca Monika Hausmann    250-626-3214  pd50@bctf.ca Kamloops Thompson Teachers' Association (73) David Comrie    250-377-2257  pd73@bctf.ca Kimberley Teachers' Association (3) Bethany Turcon      pd03@bctf.ca Craig Hillman  250-427-4827  250-427-7106  pd03@bctf.ca Kitimat District Teachers' Association (80) Katherine Johnsen  250-632-6174  888-539-4732  pd80@bctf.ca Michele Sutherland  250-632-2912  888-574-1126  pd80@bctf.ca Kootenay Columbia Teachers' Union (20) John Horcoff      pd20@bctf.ca Kootenay Lake Teachers' Association (862) Dennis Larcombe  250-229-4224  250-353-7434  pd862@bctf.ca Lake Cowichan Teachers' Association (66) Christine Rolls  250-748-0011  250-749-4030  pd66@bctf.ca Langley Teachers' Association (35) Sandy Ho  604-888-3033  604-888-2873  pd35@bctf.ca Mackenzie Teachers' Association (572) Amber Raycraft  250-963-7060  250-963-7381  pd572@bctf.ca Christa Barnes  250-997-6340  250-997-5075  pd572@bctf.ca Karen Chadha  250-997-6340  250-997-5075  pd572@bctf.ca Maple Ridge Teachers' Association (42) Suzanne Hall  604-463-6414  604-466-6265  pd42@bctf.ca McBride-Valemount Teachers' Association (573) Brian Hanson    250-566-4551  pd573@bctf.ca Jennifer L'Arrivee  250-569-2295  250-569-2620  pd573@bctf.ca Julia Howard  250-569-2295  250-569-2620  pd573@bctf.ca Mission Teachers' Union (75) Anna Heavenor  604-820-4587  604-820-9505  pd75@bctf.ca Mount Arrowsmith Teachers' Association (69) Denise Spencer-Dahl  250-248-3296  250-954-1734  pd69@bctf.ca Lesley Rowan  250-752-5651  250-752-8604  pd69@bctf.ca Nanaimo District Teachers' Association (68) Colleen Skipper  250-758-6892  250-758-2373  pd68@bctf.ca Michael Silverton    250-751-8840  pd68@bctf.ca Nechako Teachers' Union (56) Cindy Miller  250-996-7126  250-996-7708  pd56@bctf.ca Shawn Lank  250-699-6233  250-699-7753  pd56@bctf.ca Nelson District Teachers' Association (7) Monica Doyle  250-352-3186  250-352-3183  pd07@bctf.ca Tamara Martin  250-352-5538  250-352-3119  pd07@bctf.ca New Westminster Teachers' Union (40) Romeo Lavrencic  604-517-6316  604-517-6204  pd40@bctf.ca Sandra Lee  604-517-6090  604-517-6091  pd40@bctf.ca Nisga'a Teachers' Union (92) Charity Peal  250-633-2225  250-633-2669  pd92@bctf.ca Samantha Lambright  250-326-4206  250-633-2916  pd92@bctf.ca Sara Beardsell  250-633-2225  250-633-2669  pd92@bctf.ca North Okanagan-Shuswap Teachers' Association (83) Kyla Hadden  250-836-2831  250-836-2664  pd83@bctf.ca North Vancouver Teachers' Association (44) Maria Aiello  604-903-3750  604-903-3751  pd44@bctf.ca Okanagan Skaha Teachers' Union (67) Angela Seppola  250-770-7683  250-492-5981  pd67@bctf.ca Peace River North Teachers' Association (60) Jessica Dmytruk  250-793-9125  250-630-2323  pd60@bctf.ca Peace River South Teachers' Association (591) Angela Connelly    250-782-9604  pd591@bctf.ca Powell River District Teachers' Association (47) Wendy Adams  604-485-5660    pd47@bctf.ca Prince George District Teachers' Association (571) Glen Thielmann  250-562-9525  250-564-4875  pd571@bctf.ca Prince Rupert District Teachers' Union (52) Colleen Pudsey    250-627-1348  pd52@bctf.ca Marla Gamble    250-627-1348  pd52@bctf.ca Raegan Sawka  250-627-1536  250-627-1443  pd52@bctf.ca Princeton District Teachers' Union (17) Gordon Bibby  250-295-3218  250-295-7914  pd17@bctf.ca Mary Bell  250-295-3218  250-295-7914  pd17@bctf.ca Quesnel District Teachers' Association (28) Carlie Borrett  250-991-5566  250-991-5565  pd28@bctf.ca Revelstoke Teachers' Association (19) Stacey Grimm  250-837-2173  250-837-7164  pd19@bctf.ca Richmond Teachers' Association (38) Christian Matheson  604-668-6665  604-668-6569  pd38@bctf.ca Saanich Teachers' Association (63) Holly Mair  250-704-4972  250-479-9870  pd63@bctf.ca Sarah Windle  250-652-9261  250-652-2094  pd63@bctf.ca Sea to Sky Teachers' Association (48) April Lowe  604-898-3688  604-898-4706  pd48@bctf.ca SEPF (93) Alain Paquin  604-437-4849  604-437-9630  pd93@bctf.ca Linda Theriault  250-220-6010  250-220-6014  pd93@bctf.ca Monica Monus    604-214-9881  pd93@bctf.ca Sooke Teachers' Association (62) Brian Hotovy  250-474-1291  250-478-0738  pd62@bctf.ca Kristine Kosolofski  250-478-3232  250-391-9624  pd62@bctf.ca South Okanagan Similkameen Teachers' Union (53) Nicola MacNaughton  250-498-3468  250-498-0339  pd53@bctf.ca Stikine Teachers' Association (87) Alithia Gillies    250-771-4343  pd87@bctf.ca Andre Lagace    250-771-4343  pd87@bctf.ca Sunshine Coast Teachers' Association (46) Patrick McCallum  604-885-3216  604-885-7991  pd46@bctf.ca Surrey Teachers' Association (36) Anne McNamee      pd36@bctf.ca Stephen Anderson      pd36@bctf.ca Terrace District Teachers' Union (881) Karen Andrews  250-635-3115  888-456-3464  pd881@bctf.ca Upper Skeena Teachers (882) Jan Thorburn  250-842-5214  888-503-6959  pd882@bctf.ca Shirley Hobenshield  250-849-5484  888-594-2271  pd882@bctf.ca Vancouver Elementary School Teachers' Association (391) Allison Jambor      pd391@bctf.ca Patricia Gudlaugson      pd391@bctf.ca Vancouver Island North Teachers' Association (85) Sarah Soltau-Heller  250-949-6418  250-949-6485  pd85@bctf.ca Vancouver Island West Teachers' Union (84) Adam Barber    250-761-4234  pd84@bctf.ca Glyn Howell    250-934-6578  pd84@bctf.ca Vancouver Secondary Teachers' Association (392) Mary Filleul    604-713-5076  pd392@bctf.ca Vernon Teachers' Association (22) Robyn Ladner    250-545-7680  pd22@bctf.ca West Vancouver Teachers' Association (45) Rosemary Murray  604-981-1200  604-981-1201  pd45@bctf.ca Shannon Gray  604-981-1130  604-981-1131  pd45@bctf.ca Windermere Teachers' Association (4) Robyn Oliver  250-342-9213  250-342-4499  pd04@bctf.ca)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/ResearchReports.aspx?id=5588&printPage=true,BCTF > 2004wlc02, Education staffing cuts—Year 2: A threat to B.C.’s top-ranked public education  	BCTF Research Reports  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Research Reports BCTF Research Report Section III 2004-WLC-02rev Education staffing cuts—Year 2: A threat to B.C.’s top-ranked public education by Colleen Hawkey, Research Analyst and Larry Kuehn, Director, BCTF Research All direct educational services in B.C. public schools have lost staff since 2001. Anyone who has looked into B.C. public schools recently knows that teachers have been disappearing at a much faster rate than students. Enrolments have declined in the public schools over the past two years — by 15,552 students, for a 2.5% drop from 632,024 in September 2001 to 616,472 September 2003. The decline in the birth rate and slowing of immigration has meant that fewer students entered school each of these years than graduated. However, over that same period, the number of teachers paid for by public funding declined by 2,558, a drop of 7.7%, a much larger loss of teachers than the decline in student enrolment. This loss of teachers is a direct result of two actions by the B.C. government. The total funding for schools was effectively frozen by government, even as increased expenses were imposed. Further, legislation directing the stripping of staffing formulas and class size limits from the teachers’ collective agreement led to the elimination of many of the specialist services that previously supported student learning. All categories of direct teaching service to students have lost staff over the past two years: special education, ESL, libraries, counseling, Aboriginal education, continuing education, career programs, and the regular classroom. Figure 1: Staffing Changes between September 2001 & September 2003* * See Appendixfor details Support for students with special needs is declining. One of the pressures facing teachers is the increase in students with special needs in their classrooms at the same time as resources to adequately support the learning of these students have disappeared. This has an impact on all students in the class—those with special needs for extra attention, and the other students who have less access to direct attention from their teacher. The number of students formally identified as having “High Incidence” special needs (excluding “Gifted”) has declined by nearly 10% since the changes in funding. Following the first year of the freeze, identified students in this category declined overall by 8.7% and in 2003-04 they continued in a downward trend, declining another 1.0% from the previous year. These changes indicate a reduction in students identified as having “high incidence” special needs, not a reduction in actual numbers. The students have not disappeared, only their right to have special attention to their needs has been lost to them and to their teachers. Targeted funding for the “High Incidence” students was eliminated from the funding formula by the current government. No specific funding targeted for these students, and reductions in the staff who carry out the assessments of special needs, have combined to produce this 10% drop over two years in numbers of students identified. Over that same two years, small increases were reported in the Low-Incidence/High-Cost categories of special needs that still receive special funding based on individual identification of the student’s severe needs. These students require exceptionally high levels of individual attention, such as “Severe Behavior” and “Dependent Handicapped,” and the funding follows the particular student. Figure 2: The loss of service is demonstrated clearly in the decline of the number of special education teacher specialists. It fell from 4,051 in 2001–02 to 3,341 in 2003–04, a decline of 17.5% in only two years. This was a direct result of stripping the provisions for specialist teachers from the teacher collective agreement, along with the cuts made necessary by the funding freeze. To address the shortage of specialist teachers, more education assistants are being hired. Figure 2 above shows that over the same period the number of education assistants increased by 116 (2.1%). Figure 3: Figure 3 above shows a rapid increase in the total numbers of students with special needs over the period from 1990–91 to 1998–99. Following this period of increase there is a leveling off beginning in 1998–99 and slight decline from 1998–99. Teachers believe that many more students exist in a “grey area,” meaning that their needs have not been formally identified, but they require extra assistance that is not provided. Teachers note1 that the composition of classes has “become more difficult” as limits to the numbers of special needs children in each class were removed. Under the contract we had only three special needs children in each class. Now I have many more. Children who were Ministry identified, First Year ESL and School Based Identified all figured into a class size reduction formula which helped me cope with their particular learning needs. Now special education funding is cut back as time becomes more targeted to the worse case children. Criteria for special needs are adjusted to meet fiscal targets rather than addressing children’s learning needs. Special Education teacher time is cut and class size is increased which reduces the one on one contact time so necessary to success for special needs children. Before the contract shredding, I never had more than one special needs student in the class, and whenever there was such a student an aide always came with him or her. The class size was usually below twenty-five and never above twenty-seven. The last time I taught English 10 (which I will no longer teach) I had 33 students, 7 special needs with disabilities such as Down Syndrome and Autism, and one aide who really did her best under impossible conditions. I could not teach in a way that gave me any satisfaction as a teacher, but what really broke my heart, was that there were two very talented students in the course, and I COULD NOT MENTOR THEM. Class size, class composition, and Student Educator Ratio Ministry data show that the average elementary class size has been creeping up from 22.51 (2001–02) to 23.11 (2002–03) to 23.16 (2003–04) over the last three school years. While no standard ministry data are available for secondary class size, other data clearly show that size is increasing, and along with composition, is having a negative impact on teaching and learning. Concern over class size and the effect it has on the quality of education was the dominant theme expressed by teachers when asked to comment on the biggest changes their students have experienced in the last two years. This change has had a direct impact on student learning as teachers have less time for individual students. …bigger class sizes. Class sizes at my school increased by 16.7% in the first year of our imposed “contract”. After I finish with the lesson and/or a quiz for my Grade 8 Math class, my students usually have between 30 & 40 minutes to work on that day’s assignments. With 33 Grade 8s in one class, that leaves 55–75 seconds of my time for each student. I still have to deal with any misbehaving students, and I can easily see the kids with their hands up asking questions, but I have much less time to seek out the student who is quietly struggling with the day’s assignment and is too shy to raise his hand in class. The quiet ones are being left behind because I don’t have time to find them. Less one-on-one time due to larger class sizes. I used to be able to work with smaller groups who needed extra help or enrichment but now I have neither the time nor the physical space because of the size of my class. I also teach computers and it is difficult to do the types of things I would like to because of large classes. Our school has won awards for our use of technology but I just don’t have the time to do all the extra things needed to achieve previous results. Larger classes – for example, 31 children in a room built for a maximum of 30. Regression to the mean. The system is gearing itself toward mediocrity, toward teaching the average student average amounts of knowledge. Students on the fringes, both the low and the high achievers, are being short-changed with larger classes and less individualized programs. Although class composition data are not available at the secondary level, the data that are available show that many secondary-level classes are at or above physical capacity of the rooms and well above a level commensurate with sound pedagogical practices. In one district, 43% of English classes and 67% of Science classes had over 30 pupils per class. Information from another district provides a different viewpoint of class size data: out of 12 Science classes for grades 8 to 12 students, 3 had enrolments that exceeded the listed room capacity. This was also the case for 3 of 16 Mathematics classes; 3 of 14 Social Studies classes; and 3 of 13 CAPP courses. Student-educator and student-teacher ratios climb. In addition to the above qualitative data, changes in the nature of the student-teacher relationship are evidenced in the dramatic increases in the student-educator ratio. The 2001 to 2003 school years saw increases in the student educator ratio, climbing from 16.38 (2001–02) to 17.18 (2002–03) to 17.26 (2003–04). The ratio of students to teachers2 shows a similar increase: in 2001–02 there were 19.49 students to every teacher and by 2003–04 this figure had increased to 20.66. Figure 4: English as a Second Language staffing declines. The number of students funded for English as a Second Language decreased by 22% in the year following the funding cap (1999). This was not because students needing ESL support disappeared, but because of a funding change that put a cap on funding of ESL students at five years. Even if a student needed more support after five years, districts no longer received funding for them. Because such a dramatic drop had already taken place in earlier years, the further drop in those identified for funding and service was only 1.0% from 2001–02 to 2002–03 and 0.1% from 2002–03 to 2003–04. Figure 5: While the number of ESL students identified for service declined by only about 1% over two years, there was a 20% decline in the staffing, falling from 1,016 to 813. The student enrolment figures mask significant changes in the numbers of funded ESL students by education level (elementary and secondary). Between 2001–02 and 2002–03, secondary school students identified as ESL declined by 7.6%; between 2002–03 and 2003–04 the numbers declined by 4.2%. At the same time, the numbers of both Kindergarten and elementary ESL students have increased while total enrolments of all students have decreased. The 1999 5-year funding cap on ESL students restricted the numbers identified for service at the secondary level because beginning ESL students reach their maximum allowable funded service before leaving the elementary grades. Research into second language acquisition and proficiency shows that approximately six years or more of specialist support is needed for a beginning ESL learner to become proficient in academic use of the language. This suggests continued unmet ESL needs among students at the secondary level. Library services are disappearing. Library services are under serious threat in B.C schools. Since the 2001–02 school year, total full-time equivalent teacher-librarians have declined by 23.4%, almost ten times the student enrolment decline of 2.5%. The support staff assigned to libraries has also declined by 20.6%. Only administration time formally assigned to libraries has increased, going up 41% (from 20.6 to 27.4). Budgets for library acquisitions have dropped by 50% over a 10-year period across the province, with huge variations within districts, ranging from $0.80 to $35.00 per student per year. With a clear link established between student achievement and development and access to library resources and support, the negative impact on student success is inevitable. When asked to comment on the areas of greatest change experienced by their students over the last 2 years, the area of librarian assistance and access to library resources was repeatedly mentioned. The following comments are typical of the sentiments and concerns of teachers who commented on this theme. [There are] fewer blocks available to access the library due to lack of teacher/librarian hours devoted to that duty. I’m a teacher-librarian at the high school level who has been cut back to half time. This means that students in my school only have access to my services every other day. Students who have Socials or English or Science on Day 1 are in great shape. I can co-plan the lesson with the teacher, or co-teach the unit with them, work on Information Literacy outcomes, find materials to support instruction and help students develop a clear understanding of Resource Based Learning. Students with those subjects on Day 2 miss out. I am teaching other courses on that day; I am not in the library. Surely this is a question of equality of access: some students are getting services that others are being deprived of! There is no co-operative planning between teacher-librarian and classroom teachers because teacher-librarian time has been cut dramatically. Students have little access to library resources as our library time has been cut. Less access to library services means less access to books. Fewer Aboriginal Education teachers. Over the last decade students with Aboriginal ancestry have been identified in greater numbers. Almost 30,000 more students identify as Aboriginal today than in 1990–91, a 119% increase. While identifying Aboriginal students is an important initial step to providing the services and education they need to be successful in the public school system, students still face many challenges. Cultural biases in the curriculum and in social interactions, poverty, damage caused by the residential school experience, and learning in a language not their own are but a few of these challenges. Funding for Aboriginal students has retained targeting, meaning that school districts must spend the extra dollars received for identified Aboriginal students on programs for Aboriginal students. Consequently, the largest expenditures for staffing, Aboriginal education assistants, increased slightly from 2001–2002 to 2003–2004 from 494 to 512. However, the number of full-time equivalent teachers assigned to Aboriginal Education fell by 12.5%, from 206 to 180, while school administrator time assigned increased from 21 to 30. Fewer counsellors to support students. Counselling is another area that has been harmed by the elimination of staffing formulas from the collective agreement. The reduction in counselling services has an impact that is particularly felt by students who need the most support to be successful in their school experience. The staffing assigned to counselling has declined by 9.5%, from 991 to 897 teacher counsellors. Continuing education is barely continuing. Continuing education programs are also in decline. These programs serve students who have not made it through the regular program of the school and who generally are attempting to make up for areas missing from their educational experience. In some cases, these are ESL adult students seeking to improve their chances for taking a full part in B.C.’s society and economy. Because of the nature of the students involved, completion of courses is less than in the regular system. A new policy for financing continuing education now provides full funding only for students who complete courses. Districts now get only 50% in initial funding for each continuing education student and nothing more if the student does not complete the course. Because of the squeeze on funding elsewhere in the system, districts now have less flexibility to serve the adult students in need of these services. The staffing for continuing education has declined by 34.5% between the 2001–02 school year and 2003–04, the largest percentage decline of any of the education services. Career program staffing is going. The business community and the B.C. government have both claimed to want more career programs that lead students into alternatives other than the academic post-secondary programs. Career programs in secondary schools offered these alternatives to students, often helping them move directly into employment. Separate funding for these programs was eliminated so they now compete with all the other programs that are also short of funding. The reduction in staffing for career programs has been 27.4% between 2001–02 and 2003–04. Administrative staffing has decreased. While the number of teachers has declined by 7.7% since 2001, the number of administrators has decreased by 4.1%, going from 2,668 to 2,558. Appendix: Staffing Changes Table, Form 1530 from 2001–02 to 2003–04 The Ministry of Education data collection Form 1530 provides staffing information by district and by program area. School boards are responsible for collecting and submitting this data to the ministry under the School and Student Data collection Order (M33/96). Staffing Changes—2001-02 to 2003-04 * In 2001, includes1.04 Learning Assistance; 1.13 Special Health Services; 1.16 Severe Behavior; 1.17 High Incidence-Low Cost; 1.18 Low Incidence-High Cost; 1.19 Dependent Handicapped; 1.32 Gifted; 1.33 Hospital/Homebound; and 1.45 Identification/Planning. ** In 2001 includes 4.41 Business Administration and 4.42 Human Resources Administration. Definitions (2003-04): Teachers include all staff who hold a valid certificate of qualification or a Letter of Permission and who are employed by a board to provide an educational program to students, except for Principals, Vice-Principals, Directors of Instruction, Superintendents or Assistant Superintendents. Principals and Vice Principals (Admin) include all staff who hold a valid certificate of qualifications or a Letter of Permission and who are employed by a Board under an Administrative Officer contract such as Principals, Vice-Principals and Directors of Instruction. Educational Assistants include teacher assistants and child care workers. Support Staff includes non-excluded clerical, secretaries and clerks, and other staff such as accountants, maintenance staff, custodians, and bus drivers. Other Professionals include Superintendents, Assistant Superintendents, Secretary-Treasurers, Assistant Secretary-Treasurers, Trustees, and any other board employee who is excluded from a union agreement. Other (2002-03) includes non-excluded staff such as accountants, maintenance staff, custodians, and bus drivers. Source: B.C. Ministry of Education data collection Form 1530. Prepared by the BCTF Research Department ___________________________ 1 Teachers were invited to respond to the following statement: “The biggest change(s) my students have experienced in the last two years is (are) …” A total of 285 teachers provided over 2,000 comments, inductively coded into themes and sub-themes. [back] 2 FTE Students (SR2077) to FTE Teachers and Department Heads (SR2063). [back])
(20141007,www.huffingtonpost.com,http://www.huffingtonpost.com/theworldpost/topnav/version,Something's Gone Terribly Wrong Oh, Noes! A 404! Tweet Feel free to continue to the Huffington Post » or)
(20141003,www.facebook.com,https://www.facebook.com/BCTeachersFederation/photos/pb.154450024654.-2207520000.1412360582./10152729317589655/XUIDialogBody.react,Page Not Found | Facebook Facebook logo Email or Phone Password Keep me logged in Forgot your password? Sign Up Sorry, this page isn't available The link you followed may be broken, or the page may have been removed. Go back to the previous page · Go to the Facebook homepage · Visit the Help Center Mobile Find Friends Badges People Pages Places Games Locations About Create Ad Create Page Developers Careers Privacy Cookies Terms Help Facebook © 2014 · English (US))
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141008,thetyee.ca,http://thetyee.ca/News/2014/09/29/Border-Services-Death-Opens-Private-Security-Questions/,As Inquest into Border Services Death Opens, Questions about Private Security | The Tyee About Advertise Follow Support RSS Topic Aboriginal Affairs BC Election 2013 BC Politics Education Energy Environment Federal Politics Film Food Gender + Sexuality Health Housing Labour + Industry Local Economy Media Municipal Politics Music Photo Essays Podcasts Politics Rights + Justice Science + Tech Transportation Travel Urban Planning + Architecture News Culture Opinion National MediaCheck Solutions Join Craving crack civic election coverage? Help fund it... News As Inquest into Border Services Death Opens, Questions about Private Security Lucía Vega Jiménez died nine months ago awaiting deportation at a Vancouver airport. By David P. Ball, 29 Sep 2014, TheTyee.ca   Tweet Lucía Vega Jiménez, pictured attending a March 2013 anti-racism protest in Vancouver. Photo by Luis Hernandez, submitted. Inquest into Mexican's Death Will Hear from Cellmates, Private Guards Probe into Luc&iacutea Vega Jim&eacutenez's hanging at Vancouver airport last winter starts Sept. 29. Status: Inside Vancouver's Sanctuary Movement Vancouver is poised to become the newest among North America's self-declared "sanctuary cities," to protect the safety of undocumented people within its borders. Read The Tyee series here. Vancouver Council Supports 'Sanctuary' for Undocumented Migrants Policy would let municipal agencies refuse to give info about 'illegals' to immigration authorities. Read more: Rights + Justice, As an inquest into the in-custody death of an undocumented Mexican woman in Vancouver opens today, the Canada Border Services Agency revealed it has completed its own internal review into the apparent suicide. The week-long inquest launched in a Burnaby courthouse this morning. Five jurors will determine the facts surrounding the hanging death of Lucía Vega Jiménez, a 42-year-old hotel worker and failed refugee claimant arrested by Transit Police for not paying her SkyTrain fare. She died nine months ago. Yesterday, CBSA revealed that another immigration detainee died in its custody on Sept. 27 after suffering undisclosed injuries at Ontario's Niagara Detention Centre. It is unclear who was guarding that facility. Meanwhile, the CEO of Vancouver-based Genesis Security, the private security firm contracted to guard CBSA holding cells and transport detainees, confirmed that his contract with the agency remains in place and that Genesis will continue to provide services. "Nothing has changed; it's the same," said Camil Dubuc by phone. "I don't want to make any comments until [the inquest] is finished." Questions about private security The inquest will hear from four Genesis Security Group representatives -- Jivan Sandhu, David Li, Ron Tabalujan and Mike Henke -- the latter in charge of the airport holding cells, according to a lawyer at the inquest. Its five-member jury can make recommendations for preventing similar deaths in the future, but is not allowed to assign blame. The inquest will examine the use of private security guard contracts at CBSA detention facilities across the country, a fact that concerns immigration and civil liberties lawyers, as well as the union representing the agency's officers. Historically, federal CBSA officers have guarded and transported detainees. Since 2012, those jobs have been increasingly contracted out to several private firms -- including Genesis, G4S and Corbel Management Corporation -- at holding facilities across the country, according to the Guardian. No data was immediately available on what proportion of public ver-sus private guards are employed by CBSA. In an earlier interview, former CBSA officer Kelly Sundberg said private contracting of guards seems to be a "trend." He said he has major concerns about the hiring of a private contractor to be "responsible for the safety and security of those in detention." "There's some areas where savings by outsourcing doesn't make sense to me. Security is one of them," said Sundburg, who is now an associate professor of Justice Studies at Mount Royal University. "They'd have to have an incredibly robust police and training program for these individuals -- which would probably negate the savings from contracting it out." GENESIS JOB POSTING On Aug. 14, Genesis Security Group posted an online job advertisement titled "AD: CBSA" for Detainee Transport Security Officer openings, promising "full time opportunities." One thing has changed from a job posting earlier this year, however: a previous advertisement viewed in February stated that the officers would be "working directly with border services." The most recent posting states the officers would be simply "working with transports for a Federal Government contract." Job applicants for the Genesis Security positions must have a valid Security License, as well as an Advanced Security Training certificate and First Aid Level 1. -- David P. Ball CBSA completes own review CBSA spokeswoman Stefanie Wudel said via email that the agency has completed its own internal review of Vega Jiménez's death, including a review of contractor services. "CBSA welcomes the opportunity to provide information and clarity on our detention procedures and we will continue to cooperate with the B.C. Coroners Service in their investigation into this tragedy," she said. The B.C. Civil Liberties Association is one of two groups granted participant status in the inquest, along with the Canadian Council for Refugees. A coalition of immigrant rights groups was rejected from participation, including members of the Mexican community who knew Vega Jiménez. Josh Paterson, BCCLA's executive director, said his group has "real, deep concerns about the involvement of private security in detention.' "We intend to ask questions around what role, if any, was played by Genesis," he said. "We question whether or not the training private security officers have is comparable to that which peace officers would have employed by CBSA. It is potentially very problematic to have the government pawning off those responsibilities to private actors." Read more: Rights + Justice, David P. Ball is staff reporter with The Tyee. Send him tips or comments by email, find him on Twitter @davidpball, or read his previous Tyee reporting here.   Tweet What have we missed? What do you think? We want to know. Comment below. Keep in mind: Do: Verify facts, debunk rumours Add context and background Spot typos and logical fallacies Highlight reporting blind spots Ignore trolls Treat all with respect and curiosity Connect with each other Do not: Use sexist, classist, racist or homophobic language Libel or defame Bully or troll Troll patrol. Instead, flag suspect activity. Please enable JavaScript to view the comments powered by Disqus. comments powered by Disqus LNG a chance, not a windfall, says BC throne speech Postmedia could soon own almost every English newspaper in Canada. What could possibly go wrong? VIEW: Voting for your principles is 'strategic voting' Petition opposes BC's 'potential muzzling' of non-profits More troubles for BC's big LNG plans Tirade at Tyee by immigration minister's top aide analyzed tweet by tweet Government slow to respond to FOIs? No need to tell Bob Mackin Converting ferries to LNG will save money, reduce fares: CEO See more » Tyee Video Picks Submitted by Tyee staff, Today Last chance to see 'The Vancouver Asahi' baseball story at VIFF. Where do these videos come from? From you. Suggest one here! Most Popular Can 'Cuisine' Make a Better School Lunch? What I Saw with a German Tour of the Oilsands Don't Give Postmedia More Local Monopolies First Nations 'Front and Centre Now': Pierre Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign How Much Do You Trust Canada's Wireless Giants? Christy Clark's No Pro at LNG Poker BC Filmmaking Duo Passes the Acid Test For Kids, the Meal Is the Message Most Emailed Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign For Kids, the Meal Is the Message Understanding Harper's Evangelical Mission Who'd Be a School Trustee in 2014? Why New Euro-Canada Treaty Is a Gift to Oil Firms BC Filmmaking Duo Passes the Acid Test We Must Heed Naomi Klein's Call China Deal Trumps Province, First Nations on Energy Projects: Treaty Expert Fired Researcher Who Killed Self Was Evaluating Drug Backed by Clark Climate Warriors Must Forge Stronger Alliances, Now Reported Elsewhere Postmedia could soon own almost every English newspaper in Canada (via DeSmog) Petronas CEO warns of 15-year delay to BC LNG project (via G&M) BC government apologizes for firing worker who later killed himself (via the Victoria Times-Colonist) From Tibet to Taiwan, China's outer regions watch Hong Kong protests intently (via the New York Times) It's a shame Jean-Claude Duvalier died a free man, says ex-UN prosecutor (via CBC News) Vancouver's cabbies take aim at Uber (via The Province) Keurig's coffee supremacy challenged by Canadian firm (via Yahoo! News) North and South Korea 'agree to talks' (via BBC News) See more » Your BC: The Tyee's Photo Pool Join The Tyee's Flickr group » View previous selections » Most Commented What I Saw with a German Tour of the Oil Sands (132 comments) Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign (76 comments) 'The Environment Is the Economy': MP Weston (106 comments) Fired Researcher Who Killed Self Was Evaluating Drug Backed by Clark (57 comments) Climate Warriors Must Forge Stronger Alliances, Now (53 comments) ISIS Threat: Let's Refuse to be Scared (79 comments) We Must Heed Naomi Klein's Call (309 comments) Christy Clark's No Pro at LNG Poker (38 comments) Six Steps to Protect Canadians from Flaws in China Trade Deal (128 comments) How Labour Unions Make Us Healthier (31 comments) About The Tyee National Pool Contributors Advertise Contact Funding Jobs Master Classes Privacy Policy Submissions Support The Tyee News Culture Opinion National Mediacheck Solutions Video Publications Tyee News Weekly Archives The Hook Other BC Blogs Reported Elsewhere Steve Burgess Murray Dobbin Michael Geist Crawford Kilian Rafe Mair Andrew Nikiforuk Shannon Rupp Bill Tieleman Dorothy Woodend Follow The Tyee Subscribe by email Subscribe by RSS Tyee Mobile App Managed Hosting by Gossamer Threads × Share article via email Send this article to: Your email address: Your message: Would you like to receive The Tyee's headlines free by email? Yes, every day. Yes, once a week. I already subscribe. No, thanks. Submit Show form again » Close)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11526,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 19, Number 5, March 2007 Nonviolent compassionate communication by Joan Gillis "Wow, the missing piece!" That was my reaction when I stumbled across NVC. The piece I would love to have given the children I taught. I’ve taken workshops, courses, and attended practice groups ever since. NVC (Nonviolent Communication or Compassionate Communication) is the work of Dr. Marshall Rosenberg. It has been evolving for 30 years and he has used it in many situations-self, interpersonal, educational, and in war-torn areas. His work has been endorsed by many, including Arun Ghandi, Deepak Chopra, the Dalai Lama, Jack Canfield, Dr. Thomas Gordon, and William Glasser. For me, NVC is a set of tools to teach, to learn, and to use a consciousness that allows moving beyond labeling and blame to access the essence of what is going on, and from there, find strategies to resolve issues. I currently have a Grade 4/5 class. This is my first year teaching the skills to students. We are in the early stages of learning the skills and applying the processes. I’m greatly encouraged by the response of the children when we’ve used the process with issues that have come up in the classroom. The students have expressed feeling heard and understood, and the situations where we’ve applied these skills have been resolved to the satisfaction of all parties involved. I value NVC tools because I see them as a concrete means to address major issues of school and society-co-operation, peace, social justice, bullying, and connection within a community. The following excerpts are from an interview with Sura Hart, co-author of The Compassionate Classroom, an NVC book for teachers, and co-leader of the Teach for Life Educators’ Institute. She is also the co-author of a new book, Respectful Parents, Respectful Kids: 7 Keys to Turn Family Conflict into Co-operation. Gillis: How would you describe NVC to teachers unfamiliar with it? Hart: NVC is a way of seeing the human needs people are trying to meet. It is a way of getting right to the motivation for behavior so we can address it effectively and compassionately. It is a way to help kids understand what’s going on in them and with other people, so communication happens, and effective solutions to problems are found. Gillis: What are some of the underlying beliefs? Hart: One of the main beliefs is that we are each trying to meet our needs in the best way we can. Kids are not out to trip you up. Like all people, kids want to learn. Kids want to get along. How can we help them do that? Another basic belief is that people have the most fun when getting along with one another and co-operating. Kids would love to get along and co-operate with one another if they knew how to do that, if they had the understanding about themselves they would love to have, and could also understand what’s going on with others. It’s my experience that you can’t stop kids from learning when they feel safe in the classroom, when they get the understanding and respect that all of us want, and when their developmental stage and learning style is addressed. Gillis: What about the teacher who already sees the needs of the child, but they’re stuck at that point? Hart: I work with teachers not only to help them see the needs of the students, but also to support their teaching and awareness of needs to their students. In The Compassionate Classroom, we develop curriculum for educating young people about universal human needs, for developing a literacy of needs and feelings, and specific skills for conflict reduction and resolution. These are life-skills that students can build upon throughout their years. And for the classroom teacher, it means that young people are able to work things out with each other more and more of the time, and the teacher spends less time with behavior problems and mediating conflicts, freeing up time to address learning needs. If we’re really going to be serious in our schools about teaching peaceful conflict resolution and how to get along with each other and co-operate rather than fight and retaliate, then it seems important to teach these kinds of skills to the kids-understand what they’re needing when they act, understand what’s going on with other people, and learn how to talk together about ways to meet their needs so that they resolve issues in a way that’s a real win-win. Results are pending from a study last year, which taught NVC skills to students, parents, and teachers in a Vancouver elementary school. The international web site for NVC is www.cnvc.org and the BC NVC web site is www.bcncc.org. Marshall Rosenberg will be in Vancouver, March 16-18, 2007, and in Nelson, BC, March 19-21, 2007. Sura Hart may be reached at surahart@aol.com. Joan Gillis teaches at Miller Park Community School, Coquitlam, jogillis@sd43.bc.ca. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media last tweet "" @ - 12:00am Follow @ last post "" facebook/ - Jan 1st Like Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20170418,bctf.ca,http://bctf.ca/history/collections/CartoonCollection.aspx?coll=2010s&image=6,BCTF Online Museum > Cartoons collection  Welcome Rooms Collections Resources Search Menu Collections  >  Cartoons  >  2010s Collection 2010s Cartoons Collection Item 1 of 22 Grahame Arnould has fun with the parent who depends on the school system to look after the needs of their kids. August 2011 Item 2 of 22 Harrop again draws on the limited job action, imagining a student willing to step in for the teachers. October 2011. Item 3 of 22 Harrop combines a number of issues of the day. Christy Clark played at a number of jobs as part of publicity in the runup to an election. The potential for a teacher strike was very much in the news. September 2011. Item 4 of 22 Harrop recounts items included in the limited job action adopted by the BCTF in the 2011 negotiations. September 2011. Item 5 of 22 The strike ends and students get back to work. September 2014. Item 6 of 22 Arnould is commenting on the 2015 appeal court ruling that overturned the BCTF win in its legal case against the provincial government for using legislation to eliminate limits on class size in 2002.  The classroom is overfull because the class size limits were still not restored; BCTF president Jim Iker reacts outside the door. Item 7 of 22 George Abbott put on a friendly face when he appeared at the BCTF annual meeting soon after being appointed Minister of Education.  He walked out of the meeting and made an implicit threat that a strike would lead to back to work legislation. Item 8 of 22 Grahame Arnould comments on Premier Christy Clark’s persistent provoking of teachers. February 2014. Item 9 of 22 Grahame Arnould comments on the impact of the ongoing conflict between teachers and the provincial government. May 2014. Item 10 of 22 Grahame Arnould shows the Minister of Education, Peter Fassbender, draining the education system of resources. May 2014. Item 11 of 22 Grahame Arnould refers to a news item about the traffic gridlock in Vancouver being the worst in the country—the cartoon appeared in the middle of a five-week strike and shows Peter Fassbender, Minister of Education, and Jim Iker, BCTF president. June 2014. Item 12 of 22 Grahame Arnould comments on the strike that resumed in September 2014. Fassbender was the Minister of Education and Iker the president of the BCTF. September 2014. Item 13 of 22 Harrop plays on Vancouver's annual fireworks festival to remind of the ongoing strike, which began in June 2014 and continued in September. July 2014. Item 14 of 22 Grahame Arnould compares the record return of sockeye salmon in the fall of 2014 with the teacher strike that kept schools closed for another three weeks. September 2014. Item 15 of 22 Grahame Arnould shows Premier Christy Clark finally prepared to have government reach an agreement with the BCTF to end the strike, after the intervention of mediator Vince Ready. September 2014. Item 16 of 22 Item 17 of 22 Item 18 of 22 Item 19 of 22 Item 20 of 22 The HST (Harmonized Sales Tax) was the monster that finally defeated Gordon Campbell as Premier. He had said during the election campaign that he would not adopt the HST, but then did adopt it. The crowd outside the castle were the hoards who passed an initiative to reject the HST, led by a mix of left and right, including former premier Bill Vanderzalm. The BCTF opposed the HST. Item 21 of 22 HST wars—Darth Campbell v the forces of Zalm. An obvious use of the Star Wars meme. A BCTF banner is shown in the crowd watching the duel. The HST essentially gave a tax break to business to be covered as a cost to consumers. This took place in 2011. Item 22 of 22 Premier Christy Clark is prodding BCTF President Jim Iker during the confrontations between the BCTF and government over education funding and collective bargaining. During 2014 the BCTF was on strike for five weeks before finally reaching a collective agreement. © 201617 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/issues/research.aspx?id=5856,BCTF > Nanaimo Specialist Teachers Focus Group Report  	Untitled Page  For Teachers For Parents For Media Home E-mail Lists Links A to Z Index Contact Us Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources Home > Issues in Education > Inclusive Education > Research Project Nanaimo Specialist Teachers Focus Group Report Ten Nanaimo specialist teachers came together in late October, 2002, to participate in a Focus Group, part of the BCTF Special Education/ESL Research Project. They provided input on the following four questions, which they had been given in advance of the meeting. Describe your school (size, grade levels, cultural and special needs mix, socio-economic status etc), your experience as a teacher, and your current teaching position/role. Describe the work that you did in the last few years in terms of connections with students with special needs, and/or with ESL students. What changes in your work with students with special needs/ESL students have happened during this school year, and how have these changes affected students’ learning? What do you consider actually or potentially positive or problematic in these changes? Participants in the Focus Group tended to combine responses to questions three and four, so these data are reflected in responses to question 3, below. Describe your school (size, grade levels, cultural and special needs mix, socio-economic status, etc.), your experience as a teacher, and your current teaching position/role. Ten teachers attended the focus group, reflecting a mix of settings and roles, including District Resource teacher, Speech Language Pathologist, elementary and secondary “Life Skills” and classroom teachers, Learning Assistance teachers, and teachers who are now school-based support teachers. Group members reflected a high level of teaching experience, reporting between nine and thirty-two years of teaching experience. Most participants had over twenty years of teaching experience. In terms of the schools or contexts in which the participants worked, all participants were from different sites. Participants worked in elementary and secondary sites which generally reflected the district’s north, central, and southern mix of settings. Participants worked in schools of varying size, which generally reflected the district’s socio-economic levels and cultural composition. Describe the work that you did in the last few years in terms of connections with students with special needs, and/or with ESL students. Participants were reminded to exclude the current school year from their response to this question. Rather than list the individual work described by participants, the following reflects some of the key themes from their comments: The group reflected both long and wide-ranging experience in general teaching and in support for students with exceptionalities. While this may appear to reflect general context rather than being a direct response to the question, it is important to state. Most participants understood well both “generalist” and “specialist” teacher perspectives and interactions. While in the role of specialist support teacher, such support often necessitated understanding of a wide range of exceptionality (high/low incidence, gifted, Learning Assistance), strategies (such as IEP development), and curriculum areas. Most had worked in settings ranging from segregated to fully inclusionary, with wide experience of resource rooms and partial integration settings with pull-out strategies. In general, participants described their experiences in a system reflecting a progression in recent years towards more-inclusionary settings. The experience of teaching was viewed as positive but challenging. One respondent spoke of teaching as “an interesting journey through all the phases of my career.” Others used words such as “exciting” or “stimulating” to describe their teaching experience in earlier years, or said that the work was hard but enjoyable. The views expressed were also balanced with descriptions of the challenges that were faced, but in ways that conveyed the sense that when most challenges occurred they could be met, and that there was optimism in building a better and more supportive educational environment. There was also a sense that the overall education system was guided more in the past by principles and beliefs which tried to blend “regular” and “special” education, creating a sense that there was an idealism in the system which was positive and more pervasive. Change has been a constant over time. Changes included increased numbers of students requiring adaptations or modifications, more needing Learning Assistance, more with behaviour problems. Paperwork had generally increased prior to the current year, and direct services to students had declined. Enrichment programs and services for the gifted were seen as reduced over time. The numbers of Educational Assistants had at times increased but more recently were considered to have declined, either in terms of overall numbers or in the amount of time allocated. Most of the pressure of such changes appeared to come from increased demands or complexity, while over the same period, there appeared to be fewer resources, so that the changes incrementally made teaching somewhat more difficult and less satisfying. Respondents indicated that they had less control over their jobs over time. This may be a more-tenuous analysis from the statements made. As an example, some participants suggested that Individual Educational Plans (IEPs) in earlier years appeared to be utilized to guide instruction, while several commented that they now appeared more connected to accountability demands, or with removing students from Foundational Skills Assessment tests (FSAs). Increased paperwork and bureaucracy was seen as an externally-imposed change to meet accountability requirements, and not one that was welcomed by Focus Group participants. As such external demands grew, the autonomy of the individual teacher appeared reduced, seemingly more reactive to systemic demands and expectations than encouraging of professional decisions to meet individual student needs. The capacity and concept of leadership has changed over time. Several respondents referred to previous years in which there was “strong” leadership in the school district. By this they meant district-level leadership which reflected a philosophical belief in inclusion, and progressive ideas and strategies for implementing integration. Specialist support teachers felt encouraged, motivated, and supported by such leadership. Some felt that district leadership had changed over time, and that they as specialist support teachers were less supported now. But there was also considerable sympathy for those in district leadership positions. In the same way that many participants suggested that they had less control over their jobs, so too did they feel that district management and staff had less autonomy, more external accountability demands, and lower budgets. The combination of external pressures essentially changed the nature of leadership. While it had once been a supportive, enabling force, it now appeared more linked to crisis management, as it seemed that more demands were expected to be met with fewer resources. District leadership, in the view of some participants, seemed over time to have become more of a conduit for provincial decisions (particularly accountability), and to be relaying the “bad news” of staffing or other cuts when the province announced reduced funding or increased accountability measures or policies. Some participants also reflected on the importance of Administrative Officer leadership in schools, and how this had been particularly effective when an AO had some empathy for students with special needs and experience with active support for implementing integration. Specialist support teacher and other staffing levels have eroded over time, and workload has increased. Participants were generally pessimistic about the trend of reduced specialist support for integration. One teacher remembered much of the ‘90s as being a time when “there was lots of Learning Assistance, trying to make things work for kids.” In recent years, participants spoke of lower levels of such staffing, resulting in reduced direct services to students and an increase in workload. There were mixed views on whether there were fewer Educational Assistants available, though some participants were concerned over district policies which capped numbers of Educational Assistants or their hours in schools. As support levels have declined in recent years, demand for services has increased. Increased demand in terms of providing services to students with special needs was not generally stated as being a result of higher numbers of designated students with special needs in the system, although some participants stressed their view that the incidences of behaviour problems was increasing. Caseload was considered to have increased, as there were fewer teachers to meet students’ needs, and there were increased numbers of students who were not designated but still appeared to have some additional needs. Increased demands in terms of attending IEP meetings and actually producing IEPs were one area of increased demand, as were demands for an increased level of adaptations and modifications. A shift toward less specialization appeared to be occurring in the perception of several participants. They spoke of a trend towards an individual specialist providing service to either students or classroom teachers in a much greater range than used to be the case. One person spoke of students being “lumped together,” referring to the tendency to address all Learning Assistance, Special Education, and ESL support as one kind of support, increasingly delivered by a single specialist. What changes in your work with students with special needs/ESL students have happened during this school year, and how have these changes affected students’ learning? The change from itinerant support to school-based support is both major and daunting. One participant noted that “the changes are so dramatic, and so new.” Nanaimo’s new model of school-based support is generally viewed as a way to manage within insufficient budgets, rather than having been developed to meet students’ needs. The major shift in approach has caused problems for the specialist teachers whose roles have changed, and for teachers in the schools where they are now located. Specialist teachers find that they are now offering much less direct service to students, and more in-servicing to teachers, in terms of adapting pedagogy or modifying materials, or advising teachers on how to include a range of exceptionalities. In this the role may not have changed, but the scope of exceptionality dealt with at the school often appeared wider — whichever specialist was in a school had to deal with whatever exceptionalities needed addressing at that school. In addition, with increased class size and no limits on class composition, there were increased demands for support from classroom teachers which were hard to meet, so that it seemed harder to get things completed satisfactorily. One participant commented, “We are barely afloat, and the ship is sinking.” Participants reported reduced job satisfaction and increased isolation. In previous years, specialist support teachers felt that they were part of a system with a structure that offered some level of collegiality and support, but they suggested that this no longer appeared to be the case. The support structure, within a district framework in which itinerant services were provided, included peer support, as well as support from senior district staff. By shifting to a school-based system, opportunities for collegial discussions with peers performing similar work have disappeared or become much less common. In addition, participants felt that district support for their work was reduced — one person said that it felt like “there was no-one behind me,” meaning nobody at the district level to discuss issues, or offer guidance, direction, or support. This left participants feeling much more isolated, at a time when demands and concerns from classroom teachers appeared at times “overwhelming,” as in many cases class sizes increased, more “needy” students seemed present in many classes, and EA time appeared limited. Changes in class size and composition are a major concern. Participants were critical of the provincial-government actions which resulted in fewer teachers and resources in schools, resulting in increased class size and more difficult class composition. A participant described one secondary class which consisted of 32 students: of those 32, seven were on modified programs, four required adaptations, four had behaviour problems, and two were International students with minimal English proficiency. A Grade 8 class of 30 was described which included 10 students with IEPs. Half of one school’s grade level required IEPs. Even where students were not identified or funded as “special needs,” there was a strong sense of increased neediness, with one teacher reporting 17 students in a class who all appeared depressed and non-responsive, but who had no access to counselling services. There was a strong sense that such changes to class size and class composition had simply been downloaded or dumped onto teachers. In the short term, this resulted in increased classroom-teacher requests to the school-based support staff for support or increased EA time, both demands which were unlikely to be satisfactorily met, in the view of Focus Group participants. Participants also reported higher stress levels, and increased demoralization among teachers, with increased frequency of sick leaves in some instances. One said, “There is so much unhappiness in my school. Everybody’s miserable.” The Focus Group was held when teachers had worked for less than two months of the school year. If this level of teacher stress and anxiety exists at this time of the year, then the future, in terms of teacher workload and stress, appears ominous. There’s a strong sense of “being behind” this year, compared to previous years. By this participants meant that IEPs were being written or completed later than usual, or that direct services to students were delayed longer than would normally be the case. Other reasons for being behind included documentation requirements, which often seemed linked more to accountability requirements than to the needs of students. In some cases, participants felt that IEPs were being written so that some students would be removed from the FSA test writing. Whatever the perceived reason for the bureaucracy and paperwork, it was felt that such work had a high priority for the district and had to be done before the work that specialist teachers would have identified as their own priorities. Participants expressed concerns about ethical issues in terms of communication with parents. Two areas of concern were explored. The first was that IEPs may not reflect the reality of the services provided to students. Many parents may not yet understand how difficult it has or could become for educators to follow the program outlined in the IEP because of increased class size, reduced supports, and in some cases more students with special needs in classes. This became an ethical issue or dilemma — what could or should be communicated to parents, who are assuming the IEP will be followed, if there are fears that it will not be? The second, and related issue, was a concern that the district was communicating the sense of this school year being “business as usual,” when these Focus Group participants felt that the early part of this school year was very far from business as usual. One participant stated, “Parents should know what’s going on — we shouldn’t be patching up the system.” The ethical issue involved what message should be communicated to parents. Should a calming message be conveyed, or should parents be told of the teacher concerns for levels of service? Educational Assistant time and availability appears less adequate this year. Some participants spoke of reduced EA time generally, or in areas like support for students with severe behaviour, or indicated that EA schedules were less flexible. Others said teachers were confused about access to EAs, and that it was difficult to give classroom teachers clear information about the availability of EAs. The impression generated was that as class sizes increased or class composition changed, teachers were asking for increased EA support, but were not receiving any increase in support. In some cases supports were actually reduced while demands or expectations were increasing. “Let’s do integration properly or not at all.” For any proponent of inclusionary school systems, this comment will be alarming, yet it reflects the strong frustration of one participant and possibly many other teachers. The participant spoke of a sense of being betrayed, that the concept of integration was presented to teachers as a system which included support mechanisms. For as long as such supports existed, teachers were prepared to do their best to make it work. But now teachers were seeing supports disappear, their class size increase, and additional accountability demands for strong academic results. In this context, integrated classrooms were, in one participant’s view, becoming unmanageable, and if this was the case, then that teacher’s support for inclusionary policies would quickly erode. Conclusion Two cautions should be expressed in terms of the data generated from this Focus Group. One is that these data were collected early in the school year, during a time when major changes are taking place in the overall school system, as well as in the model of Special Education and ESL support in the school district of Nanaimo. The second caution is that the majority of the Focus Group participants are specialist support teachers whose jobs have changed enormously. Both contexts potentially increase uncertainty and apprehension, and would influence responses and perceptions. Having stated such caveats, the data from this group of highly experienced and committed teachers is alarming. They described their passion for teaching and their sense of purpose in playing a constructive and vital part in students’ learning. They also described an educational system, the quality of which they consider to have been eroded over time. Such erosion has primarily been caused by increased student needs, accompanied by a parallel decline in resources, making it much harder to meet student needs. In addition, there appears to have been a general decline in job satisfaction over time, with less control over, or real participation in, systemic change and development, reduced capacity to work collaboratively, and increased imposition of demands for accountability reflected in increased paperwork. In light of these concerns over time, the current changes could be taken as just a continuation of an existing trend. But that is not what Focus Group participants were saying. Their statements made it very clear that the changes in the schools, and in their work, are very different this year. It was hard to find any sense of optimism in the comments they made. While there are many evident concerns about the current situation, the most appropriate description may be that there exists a feeling of fearful apprehension about what is yet to come. Participants stated that they believed that more cuts would occur, and that the future and cumulative damage would be even more severe in the future. The data from this Focus Group provides an early warning of a system which may be in crisis. There is no “business as usual” in many of the schools in which these teachers work, as much of their input illustrates. They are particularly concerned about class sizes and class compositions which are driven by fiscal, not educational, considerations. In a system which was already struggling to meet needs with limited resources, these recent dramatic class size/composition changes represent a severe blow to teachers’ capacity to meet student needs. Additional changes to concepts of district system support for integration also appear fiscally driven, and result in reduced supports to students. Data from the group suggest that one of the flashpoints for teacher concerns in the coming year may be the integration of students with special needs. Data from several BCTF surveys(1) have consistently stressed B.C. teachers’ general support for the philosophy of inclusion, but their concern with the pragmatics of integration. Data from this particular group indicates serious concern in terms of integration manageability very early in the school year. If this trend is generally reflective of how teachers are feeling, and if it continues, then the “fearful apprehension” mentioned above may be a fear of a possible crisis in which students’ needs cannot be met and teachers’ work becomes unmanageable. It is too early, and the data we have are too limited, to argue that this is in fact the case. All that can be stated is that there are many warning signs, and as this project proceeds we may find evidence to confirm or to moderate these concerns. Charlie Naylor BCTF Research November 2002 ____________________________ (1) See “B.C. teachers’ views of Special Education issues”.   About Us | News & Events | Publications | Advocacy & Action | Social Justice | Issues in Education © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=15356&printPage=true,BCTF News Releases  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2008 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE April 2, 2008 BCTF and the BC Federation of Labour host human rights conference  Rights not wrongs: The role of unions in creating a better world will bring together more than 200 social justice activists from across the province to gain knowledge, learn new strategies, and build networks.  This event will feature leading BC human rights speakers on First Nations, peace, antipoverty, women’s rights, antiracism, and international issues. Keynote speakers include Dr. Paul Shaker, Dean of the Faculty of Education, on Thursday evening; and Stephen Lewis, public speaker, former politician, broadcaster, and diplomat, on Friday evening. Delegates will be invited to attend a selection of workshops, plenary discussions, and small group sessions throughout the two days of the conference.  Among the workshops offered are: Antiracism education: Building community within the multicultural classroom, Technology and media: Help or hindrance in achieving social justice, Racial profiling, Issues in Aboriginal education, Live-in caregivers and human rights, and Migrant workers’ issues. On Saturday, Dr. Michael Byers of the University of British Columbia will conduct a workshop entitled: The changing face of Canada: Human rights on the international stage. Members of the media are welcome to attend part, or all, of this two-day event, which begins Thursday, April 3, 2008, at 7:00 p.m., at the Fairmont Hotel Vancouver, 900 West Georgia Street. Full conference details can be found at http://bctf.ca/SocialJustice.aspx?id=15120. -  30  - For more information, contact Kathleen MacKinnon, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell).)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "October is #FosterFamilyMonth. Thank you #BC for opening your homes and hearts to more than 5,900 children and youth." @John_Yap - 11:14pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141007,www.reddit.com,http://www.reddit.com/r/listentothis,r/ListenToThis: The New Music Machine jump to content my subreddits announcementsArtAskRedditaskscienceawwblogbookscreepydataisbeautifulDIYDocumentariesEarthPornexplainlikeimfiveFitnessfoodfunnyFuturologygadgetsgamingGetMotivatedgifshistoryIAmAInternetIsBeautifulJokesLifeProTipslistentothismildlyinterestingmoviesMusicnewsnosleepnottheonionOldSchoolCoolpersonalfinancephilosophyphotoshopbattlespicsscienceShowerthoughtsspacesportstelevisiontifutodayilearnedTwoXChromosomesUpliftingNewsvideosworldnewsWritingPromptsedit subscriptions front -all -random |  tifu -AskReddit -dataisbeautiful -Documentaries -books -GetMotivated -DIY -worldnews -Fitness -science -television -Futurology -IAmA -gadgets -sports -nottheonion -pics -askscience -explainlikeimfive -food -videos -todayilearned -news -listentothis -EarthPorn -history -Showerthoughts -WritingPrompts -personalfinance -UpliftingNews -movies -gaming -Jokes -space -nosleep -InternetIsBeautiful -Music -philosophy -funny -mildlyinteresting -Art -gifs -TwoXChromosomes -LifeProTips -aww -OldSchoolCool -creepy -photoshopbattlesmore »  listentothis hot new rising controversial top gilded wiki promoted want to join? login or register in seconds| English limit my search to /r/listentothis use the following search parameters to narrow your results: subreddit:subreddit find submissions in "subreddit" author:username find submissions by "username" site:example.com find submissions from "example.com" url:text search for "text" in url selftext:text search for "text" in self post contents self:yes (or self:no) include (or exclude) self posts nsfw:yes (or nsfw:no) include (or exclude) results marked as NSFW e.g. subreddit:aww site:imgur.com dog see the search faq for details. advanced search: by author, subreddit... remember mereset password login Submit a music link Start a discussion listentothisunsubscribesubscribe1,294,462 readers 322 users here now New to reddit? New to listentothis? Chat with us on IRC! A place to discover music by new or overlooked artists. Not a place to bury music you don't like. Keep an open mind, try something new, and you will discover something great. All genres are welcome, but mainstream music belongs in /r/listentomusic. Bots will remove tracks with more than 1 million views, and artists who have more than 500k last.fm listeners or 5 million plays. All self-promotion goes in the melting pot! Check out the listening apps for websites or mobile apps using our content. Listentothis is best experienced with RES installed and styles enabled. Listen: radd.it/r/listentothis (mobile) If you are looking for discussion, /r/letstalkmusic has the best around. Also, take the time to browse the multireddits linked below. They index more than 550 active music subreddits - no matter what your taste, there's something in there you will love. Reddiquette Only upvote music new to you Self-promotion goes in the melting pot! Report poor remixes/covers/mashups Report bad behavior in comments Discovery Multis True Music, the A-List. Unique, interesting, well moderated subs with quality content. Redditunes, music by redditors. Give and get feedback on your own musical creations. The Firehose, the 100 most active. Established subreddits with broad focus. The Fountain, niche genres and intriguing concepts at a more leisurely pace. The Drip, narrow focus with a slower submission rate, or new subs getting started. Multis by Genre Multis as radd.it stations Albums, full albums only Any, anything goes Bluegrass, back to the roots Blues, easy to play, hard to feel Classical, home of the symphony Country, songs of the south Covers, paying a little homage Chilled, relaxing, ethereal musics DnB, the beatmaker's collective Dubstep, these subs go wub wub Electronic, the future is now Folk, beards, banjos, and flannel Funk, gonna turn this mother out Garage, the essence of raw Hiphop, the four elements House, get this party started Indie, the other alternative Jazz, it's the singer, not the song Live, they'll do it live Metal, the headbanger's ball Others, the island of misfits Pop, catchy bubblegum PostProg, still thick as a brick Punk, attitude adjustments are free Psychedelic, take a trip on us Rock, shaking the floor Soul, right in the feels Soundtrack, hollywood's finest Vintage, all the old school cool World, music from around the world Discussion Multis Agora Musica, for music lovers. Talk, compare, review, share music recommendations. Music Makers, for music makers. Learn to play or teach, find a band, talk theory, get and give feedback on your own musical creations. Instruments, for anyone who wants to learn how to play musical instruments. charts roundups discussion americana chilled classical electronic folk funk soul rnb garage punk heavy hiphop jazz pop psychedelic reggae ska dub rock world ✩ Play All ✩ | Top 50 September | Latest News/Referendum (7/25) | Major Rule Change (7/28) created by Mr_Aa community for 5 years message the moderators MODERATORS LapsedPacifistlastfm evilnightmoderator astarkey12moderator kaptain_carbon multi-mod/r/multihub boredopjazz snob g_yorecurator raddit-botrobot BotWatchmanrobot AutoModeratorrobot ...and 20 more » reddit is a website about everything powered by community, democracy, and you.learn more › what's this? This sponsored link is an advertisement generated with our self-serve advertisement tool. Use of this tool is open to all members of reddit.com, and for as little as $5.00 you can advertise in this area. Get started › This area shows new and upcoming links. Vote on links here to help them become popular, and click the forwards and backwards buttons to view more. Enter a keyword or topic to discover new subreddits around your interests. Be specific! You can access this tool at any time on the /subreddits/ page. 21 22 23 melting potMusic Melting Pot [Week of October 06, 2014] (self.listentothis) submitted 1 day ago by AutoModeratorrobot[M] - stickied post 72 comments sharecancel loading... 1 179 180 181 FolkShakey Graves - And The War Came [folk] (2014) Full album (shakeygraves.bandcamp.com) submitted 10 hours ago by James_the_Bandit 58 comments sharecancel loading... 2 62 63 64 Hip-hopk-os -- WiLD4TheNight (EgoLand) [Alternative Hip Hop] (2014) (youtube.com) submitted 9 hours ago by PapaNixon 7 comments sharecancel loading... 3 79 80 81 RockSmith Westerns -- Be My Girl [indie / rock] (2009) (youtube.com) submitted 11 hours ago by TheMercian 9 comments sharecancel loading... 4 27 28 29 Heavy1000mods - Vidage [Stoner/Desert] (2011) (youtube.com) submitted 7 hours ago by bacchusthedrunk 6 comments sharecancel loading... 5 207 208 209 RockJuly Talk -- Summer Dress [rock] (2014) (youtube.com) submitted 18 hours ago by IamADustbunny 33 comments sharecancel loading... 6 26 27 28 ChilledMarcus Warner -- Liberation Album sample [instrumental/chill/relaxing] (2014) I honestly don't know how to put this in a genre but I love it. (youtube.com) submitted 8 hours ago by TheBr0wn 3 comments sharecancel loading... 7 35 36 37 ChilledArms and Sleepers -- Swim Team [Chilled](2014) (soundcloud.com) submitted 10 hours ago by ProbablyADolphin 6 comments sharecancel loading... 8 14 15 16 Garage PunkLegato Vipers - Gangly Dancer [Surf/Rock] (2014) (youtube.com) submitted 7 hours ago by KFBass 2 comments sharecancel loading... 9 19 20 21 ElectronicEliot Lipp -- Yeah [Electronic](2009) (youtube.com) submitted 9 hours ago by neomodulus 1 comment sharecancel loading... 10 8 9 10 PopBoy Blue -- Love/Chase [Indie Rock/Pop] (2014) (youtube.com) submitted 7 hours ago by broph1217 1 comment sharecancel loading... 11 4 5 6 PopAmadou & Mariam feat. Santigold - Dougou Badia [Malian Pop-Rock] this song has been stuck in my head for days. (youtube.com) submitted 4 hours ago by OMGbatman 1 comment sharecancel loading... 12 265 266 267 amaHi I'm Alex Metric, ask me anything! (self.listentothis) submitted 1 day ago * by alexmetric 220 comments sharecancel loading... 13 77 78 79 ElectronicBusty and the Bass -- Tryna Find Myself [Electrofunk] (2014) (youtube.com) submitted 19 hours ago by Tristump 8 comments sharecancel loading... 14 12 13 14 ElectronicHALF NOISE - Volcano Crowe [indie electronic] (2014) full album (soundcloud.com) submitted 9 hours ago by Btstimpy 1 comment sharecancel loading... 15 7 8 9 ElectronicStepdad -- Jungle [synthpop] (2012) (youtube.com) submitted 7 hours ago by renzieb26 3 comments sharecancel loading... 16 6 7 8 ElectronicAquarius Heaven -- Universe [electronic] (2011) (youtube.com) submitted 5 hours ago by turtlebesos 1 comment sharecancel loading... 17 • • • JazzEzit Oz -- Zurobara spre Orient [Dark Jazz] (2014) (youtube.com) submitted 10 minutes ago by rachmaninoffkills 1 comment sharecancel loading... 18 4 5 6 PopLauren Light -- Light in the Dark [Pop / Rock] (2013) (youtu.be) submitted 7 hours ago by leftonconnor 2 comments sharecancel loading... 19 167 168 169 JazzKing Krule -- A Lizard State [post-punk/punk jazz] 2013 (youtube.com) submitted 1 day ago by sefih 24 comments sharecancel loading... 20 1 2 3 ElectronicOona -- I Wanna Know U [dance pop] (2011) (youtube.com) submitted 2 hours ago by pedanticgrammarian comment sharecancel loading... 21 2 3 4 RockNavarone -- The Red Queen Effect [rock, indie](2012) (youtube.com) submitted 5 hours ago by Razziaro 1 comment sharecancel loading... 22 125 126 127 RockNow, Now - Wolf [indie rock] (2012) Relaxing with female vocals (youtube.com) submitted 1 day ago by willo_sea 23 comments sharecancel loading... 23 4 5 6 ElectronicThe Juan MacLean -- A Simple Design [electronica/vocals/dance/synth] (2014) (soundcloud.com) submitted 7 hours ago by thsprgrmscks 1 comment sharecancel loading... 24 2 3 4 AmericanaThe Lone Bellow -- Then Came the Morning [Indie Folk/Blues] (2014) (soundcloud.com) submitted 5 hours ago by ManicComputerspotify 1 comment sharecancel loading... 25 • • • ChilledJonathan Yandel -- Below and Above [Chillout / Downtempo / Electronic] (jonathanyandel.bandcamp.com) submitted 4 minutes ago by GnomeSlicemoderator comment sharecancel loading... view more: next › about blog about team source code advertise jobs help wiki FAQ reddiquette rules contact us tools mobile firefox extension chrome extension buttons widget <3 reddit gold store redditgifts reddit AMA app reddit.tv radio reddit Use of this site constitutes acceptance of our User Agreement and Privacy Policy. © 2014 reddit inc. All rights reserved. REDDIT and the ALIEN Logo are registered trademarks of reddit inc. close this window you'll need to login or register to do that create a new account all it takes is a username and password privacy philosophy we limit data collected about you and your use of the platform, your personal information is never for sale, we use and disclose information to prevent people from abusing the platform, but we never disclose it for any other reason unless required by law. for more information, see our privacy policy. username:try anotheravailable! account recovery email:  (optional)we only send email at your request password: verify password: remember me create account is it really that easy? only one way to find out... login already have an account and just want to login? username: password: remember me recover password login close this window interface language English [en]العربية [ar]Беларуская мова [be]български език [bg]Bosanski [bs]català [ca]česky [cs]dansk [da]Deutsch [de]Ελληνικά [el]English (Australia) [en-au]English (Canadian) [en-ca]English (Great Britain) [en-gb]English [en-us]Esperanto [eo]español [es]español [es-ar]eesti keel [et]Euskara [eu]فارسی [fa]suomi [fi]français [fr]Gàidhlig [gd]עברית [he]मानक हिन्दी [hi]hrvatski [hr]Magyar [hu]Հայերեն լեզու [hy]Bahasa Indonesia [id]íslenska [is] (*)italiano (Italy) [it]日本語 [ja]ಕನ್ನಡ [kn_IN]한국어 [ko]Latin [la]1337 [leet]LOL [lol]lietuvių kalba [lt]latviešu valoda [lv]Nederlands [nl]Nynorsk [nn]Norsk [no]Arrrrrrrr! [pir]polski [pl]português [pt] (*)português [pt-pt]português brasileiro [pt_BR]română [ro]русский [ru]slovenčina [sk]slovenščina [sl]српски језик [sr]Srpski [sr-la]Svenska [sv]தமிழ் [ta]ภาษาไทย [th]Türkçe [tr]українська мова [uk]Tiếng Việt [vi]中文 [zh] (*) incomplete volunteer to translate π Rendered by PID 23967 on app-143 at 2014-10-07 21:50:16.359186+00:00 running ba6f5e0 country code: US.)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Touring a natural gas drilling rig with @MLA Mike Bernier, and Brian from EnCana http://t.co/AifdJ4H07b" @Teresa_Wat - 06:01pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8284,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 1, September 2004 Teachers' Pension Plan Check it out: Your pension plan has a new look The Teachers’ Pension Plan has adopted a new, unique logo. Why the change? Quite simply, we’d like you to think of your plan as home base, a comfortable place where you can easily find the information you need. This will become more important as the amount of information and the number of services available to members increase, particularly online. Visual cues such as the plan colour and logo will help you more easily navigate this material and zero in on the resources you need. The new logo brings a distinctive, positive look to the plan. On the practical side, it helps members identify plan material, even where the plan colour is not used. It’s a simple change, but we believe it’s another step toward helping you get to know your plan and the many services it offers. You can find the new logo and all kinds of pension information at pensionsbc.ca, then select Teachers’. Teachers’ reciprocal transfer agreement Under the interprovincial reciprocal transfer agreement, you may be able to combine your service from other teachers’ pension plans with your B.C. Teachers’ Pension Plan (TPP) service and increase your pension benefit, or qualify sooner for an unreduced pension. The agreement applies to teachers’ pension plans throughout Canada, with the exception of plans in Newfoundland and Labrador. Keep in mind that it is not always to your benefit to transfer service from another plan. For example, it may be financially advantageous for you to collect two pensions rather than transfer the service and collect a single pension. Before making a decision, you should contact the TPP and your previous pension plan to get more information. You may also want to see an independent financial advisor before deciding whether or not to transfer your service. For more information on this topic, see the TPP fact sheet Teachers’ Reciprocal Transfer Agreement, available online at pensionsbc.ca, or contact the plan at the following phone numbers: Victoria 250-953-3022, Vancouver 604-660-4088, Toll-free in B.C. 1-800-665-6770. TPP small pensions Health benefits are now available for all retired teachers’ pension plan members. Post-retirement extended health (EHB) and dental benefits are now available for retired members whose pension payment is not large enough to pay the premiums. While these members cannot have the premiums deducted directly from their pension payment, they can arrange to pay for EHB and dental coverage directly to Pacific Blue Cross via direct withdrawal from their bank account. This option is available for EHB and dental coverage, but is not available for Medical Services Plan (MSP) coverage. • If you know of anyone who lost the EHB and/or dental coverage since January 2001 because the pension payment was too small to pay the premiums let them know, they can regain this coverage. Teachers’ Pension Services will explain how to do so. Members who lost their health benefits coverage before January 2001 are not eligible to regain their coverage. • EHB and dental premiums will be based on the member’s total pensionable service. For the current premium schedule, see the Teachers’ Pension Plan Health Benefits for Retired Members fact sheet, available online at pensionsbuc.ca and click on Teachers’ or by contacting Teachers’ Pension Services. • If you know of anyone who would benefit from these changes or who may have questions or concerns about this change, please have them contact Teachers’ Pension Services at the following numbers: Victoria,250-356-9658; toll-free in B.C. 1-866-876-8877, toll-free in North America, 1-800-663-8823. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141007,www.huffingtonpost.com,http://www.huffingtonpost.com/food/ads/zone,Something's Gone Terribly Wrong Oh, Noes! A 404! Tweet Feel free to continue to the Huffington Post » or)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141008,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/TheTyee/status/518447514375450625,The Tyee on Twitter: "What I Saw with a German Tour of the Oilsands http://t.co/KOI5KV2grZ http://t.co/9Nmb07SuLv" Twitter Search query Search Twitter Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Language: English Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Have an account? Sign in New to Twitter? Join Today » Sign In Phone, email or username Password Sign in Remember me Forgot password? Already using Twitter via text message? Follow Following Unfollow Blocked Unblock Pending Cancel The Tyee ‏ @TheTyee Oct 4 What I Saw with a German Tour of the Oilsands http://thetyee.ca/Opinion/2014/10/04/I_Went_On_German_Tour_Oil_Sands/?utm_source=editor-tweet&utm_medium=twitter&utm_campaign=041014 … pic.twitter.com/9Nmb07SuLv Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Retweets 10 Favorite 1 10:08 AM - 4 Oct 2014 Vern R ‏ @VernR2D3 Oct 4 @TheTyee @Tzeporah According to that washed-up old minstrel, this is just like Hiroshima. I don't see it, do you? Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Kendra McNutt ‏ @kendra_nutt79 Oct 4 @TheTyee thank you this is one of the more balanced articles I've read on the oilsands. Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Don’t miss any updates from The Tyee © 2014 Twitter About Help Ads info Close Flag this media This has already been marked as containing sensitive content. Flag this as containing potentially illegal content. Submit Cancel Learn more about flagging media Dismiss Close Previous Next Close Go to a person's profile Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Close Retweet this to your followers? Cancel Retweet Close Are you sure you want to delete this Tweet? Cancel Delete Close Block Cancel Block Add a location to your Tweets When you tweet with a location, Twitter stores that location. You can switch location on/off before each Tweet and always have the option to delete your location history. Learn more Turn location on Not now Turn off location Close Profile summary Close Your lists Close Create a new list List name Description Under 100 characters, optional Privacy Public · Anyone can follow this list Private · Only you can access this list Save list Close Close Embed this Tweet Add this Tweet to your website by copying the code below. Learn more Hmm, there was a problem reaching the server. Try again? Include parent Tweet Include media Preview Close Sign up for Twitter Not on Twitter? Sign up, tune into the things you care about, and get updates as they happen. Have an account? Sign in » Close Two-way (sending and receiving) short codes: Country Code For customers of United States 40404 (any) Canada 21212 (any) United Kingdom 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM Haiti 40404 Digicel, Voila Ireland 51210 Vodafone, O2 India 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Indonesia 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » See SMS short codes for other countries Close Confirmation)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Touring a natural gas drilling rig with @MLA Mike Bernier, and Brian from EnCana http://t.co/AifdJ4H07b" @Teresa_Wat - 06:01pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/megharoo2/status/481933764432371715,Meghan  on Twitter: "Solidarity hug on the Cambie Bridge!  WE ARE THE #bctf #bced http://t.co/jd5p55FAXc" Twitter Search query Search Twitter Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Language: English Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Have an account? Sign in New to Twitter? Join Today » Sign In Phone, email or username Password Sign in Remember me Forgot password? Already using Twitter via text message? Follow Following Unfollow Blocked Unblock Pending Cancel Meghan ‏ @megharoo2 Jun 25 Solidarity hug on the Cambie Bridge! WE ARE THE #bctf #bced pic.twitter.com/jd5p55FAXc Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Retweets 18 Favorites 14 3:55 PM - 25 Jun 2014 Drew Atchison ‏ @drewski1974 Jun 25 @megharoo2 @bctf Let's settle this so we can all get back to work!! #YESPLEASE! Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Lesli Boldt ‏ @LesliBoldt Jun 25 . @megharoo2 @bctf every time I see striking teachers, I talk to them and get all choked up. I’M THE ONE WHO NEEDS A HUG. #bced Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Catriona ‏ @catriona Jun 25 @megharoo2 *beep beep* Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Stephen Burns ‏ @alikira2 Jun 25 @megharoo2 @bctf what school is that near? Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Meghan ‏ @megharoo2 Jun 25 @LesliBoldt @bctf sending hugs! Thanks for the support, Lesli! Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Stephen Maarhuis ‏ @stephenmaarhuis Jun 26 @megharoo2 @bctf Lol! How about demanding less than $ 2.5 Billion from parents! That may help your ridiculous demands #bctf #bcpoli Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Don’t miss any updates from Meghan © 2014 Twitter About Help Ads info Close Flag this media This has already been marked as containing sensitive content. Flag this as containing potentially illegal content. Submit Cancel Learn more about flagging media Dismiss Close Previous Next Close Go to a person's profile Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Close Retweet this to your followers? Cancel Retweet Close Are you sure you want to delete this Tweet? Cancel Delete Close Block Cancel Block Add a location to your Tweets When you tweet with a location, Twitter stores that location. You can switch location on/off before each Tweet and always have the option to delete your location history. Learn more Turn location on Not now Turn off location Close Profile summary Close Your lists Close Create a new list List name Description Under 100 characters, optional Privacy Public · Anyone can follow this list Private · Only you can access this list Save list Close Close Embed this Tweet Add this Tweet to your website by copying the code below. Learn more Hmm, there was a problem reaching the server. Try again? Include parent Tweet Include media Preview Close Sign up for Twitter Not on Twitter? Sign up, tune into the things you care about, and get updates as they happen. Have an account? Sign in » Close Two-way (sending and receiving) short codes: Country Code For customers of United States 40404 (any) Canada 21212 (any) United Kingdom 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM Haiti 40404 Digicel, Voila Ireland 51210 Vodafone, O2 India 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Indonesia 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » See SMS short codes for other countries Close Confirmation)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13552,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 20, Number 1, September 2007 United Nations International Day of Peace, September 21, 2007 By Sam Fillipoff All United Nations (UN) countries have agreed that September 21, the International Day of Peace (IDP), should be observed as a global cease-fire and a day of peace and non-violence. The IDP was established by a UN resolution in 1981 to promote the ideals of peace and to give positive evidence of the UNs commitment to peace in all viable ways. The International Day of Peace provides an opportunity for individuals, organizations, cities, and nations to create practical acts of peace. Experience has shown us that during our lives, unique opportunities present themselves to make a fundamental difference for positive peaceful change. We only need to recognize them and then have the courage to act. Here are a few examples from the City of Vancouver: Green Peace originated in Vancouver in the early 1970s with the sole intent of stopping nuclear atmospheric testing in the Pacific Ocean by the United States, France, and Britain. The Phyllis Cormack, a refitted fish boat, sailed from Vancouver on September 15, 1971, with a crew of visionaries and dreamers to confront US nuclear tests on Amchitka Island in the Alaskan panhandle. They succeeded!   In the 1980s, David Suzuki, a geneticist, began writing and leading the discourse for environmental protection and conservation. He went on to host the TV series The Nature of Things. Today, the David Suzuki Foundation is globally recognized as a beacon of hope for a world threatened by environmental problems, climate change, and looking for solutions for a sustainable future.   Also in the 1980s, Vancouver City Council encouraged citizens to Walk for Peace and voted to declare Vancouver a "Nuclear Weapons Free Zone"earning the city the United Nations designation of Peace Messenger City in 1986. Vancouver and British Columbia have a rich history and tradition for peace and social justice activism. The first World Peace Forum (WPF) assembled in Vancouver from June 23 to 28, 2006, to discuss: "Cities and Communities: Working together to end war and build a peaceful, just, and sustainable world." The 5,000 participants from across the world and from all walks of life concluded that a world without war is achievable. They issued the 2006 Vancouver Appeal for Peace that outlined eight major themes that would bring an end to war. One of those themes stated: "We will educate our children and youth to cultivate cultures of peace and non-violence." The Winter 2007 issue of Our Schools, Our Selves dedicated the volume to "Teaching for a Culture of Peace." A feature story described a peace education project titled "Acts of Transformation: from War Toys to Peace Art" and called it the media star of the show in the buildup to the World Peace Forum. Children turning in their war toys captured symbolically the whole idea of transformation that is necessary for peace. The Museum of Anthropology at the University of BC organized workshops for students, teachers, and artists, and exhibited their War Toys to Peace Art along with childrens Peace Art from Uganda and schools in BC. The War Toys to Peace Art project left a lasting physical legacy for a culture of peace for the children who participated. The United Nations General Assembly declared 2001 to 2010 an International Decade for a Culture of Peace and Non-violence for the children of the world, 2001 to 2010. All of the Nobel Peace prize Laureates have signed a declaration of support for actions that will achieve success for this decade and its objectives. They stated: "Together we can transform the culture of war and violence into a culture of peace and non-violence. This demands the participation of everyone. It gives young people and future generations values that can inspire them to shape a world of dignity and harmony, a world of justice, solidarity, liberty, and prosperity." This decade ends in 2010, the year the Winter Olympics are in Vancouver. This presents a wonderful opportunity to graft Acts of Transformation: from War Toys to Peace Art as a participatory peace education activity for children in BC, Canada, and perhaps even the world, onto the stalk of the Olympic truce. This would be a wonderful legacy for the Olympic Games and the International Decade for Culture of Peace and Non-violence for the children of the world. Please consider starting to organize, participate, and cultivate a culture of peace and non-violence for the children in your school, community, or city on September 21, 2007, the UN International Day of Peace. A teaching resource guide, Acts of Transformation: from War Toys to Peace Art, is available from the BC Teachers Federation Lesson Aids to assist you. A DVD is also available to show childrens involvement in the War Toys to Peace Art Project. Allowing children to play with war toys suggests to them that adults approve of violent play. War toys imply that war is an exciting game and that killing is okay, even fun. Human Rights Watch and Amnesty International report that more than 500,000 children under 18 years of age have been recruited into government armed forces, para-militaries, civil militia, and a variety of non-state armed groups in more than 85 countries. At any one time, more than 300,000 of these children are actively fighting as soldiers. Whether recruited or abducted to join armies, many of these children have witnessed, or taken part in, unbelievable acts of violence, often against their own families or communities. The Canadian Army is recruiting children 16 years of age in our schools. They are offering secondary school credits and salaries for children to enlist. Lets help put an end to child soldiers on this planet. Ask your children and students to surrender their war toys to be transformed into peace art. Consider concluding the project on November 11. That was the date that was supposed to end all wars. Recall the words of Margaret Mead: "Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful committed citizens can change the world; indeed, its the only thing that ever does." Sam Fillipoff is a retired Vancouver teacher. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12900,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2000 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 12, Number 6, April 2000 AGM adopts challenging agenda by Nancy Knickerbocker Day 1 The 84th Annual General Meeting of the B.C. Teachers’ Federation began on a sunny Sunday afternoon, March 19, 2000. As almost 700 delegates began to converge on the Hyatt Regency in downtown Vancouver, hundreds of demonstrators assembled on either side of the hotel entrance. On the north side about 100 protesters stood up for their beliefs. They held signs lettered in red or blue, full caps: “BCTF LEAVE PARENTING TO PARENTS” “EDUCATION—NOT INDOCTRINATION” “NO GAY/STRAIGHT ALLIANCES IN SCHOOLS” On the south side were about 200 supporters of a resolution to actively support Gay/Straight Alliances—clubs for gay students and their straight friends to get together and work through the perplexing problems of growing up in the 21st Century. “Two, four, six, eight! Who do we appreciate? Our teachers, our allies! Vote yes Tuesday!” Their chants were interspersed with rousing renditions of “Jesus loves me,” “Somewhere over the rainbow,” and “Que sera sera.” They offered three cheers for the friendly Vancouver police officers assigned to keep the peace. They carried signs in rainbow colours: “Build Bridges Not Walls.” “Gay is Okay.” “Open Minds Learn Better.” Television, radio, and print reporters and photographers were busy working the crowd. Media attention was especially intense due to the recent shocking suicide of Hamed Nastoh, a bright 14-year-old student at Enver Creek Secondary in Surrey. Tormented as a geek, a nerd, a fag, Hamed so despaired over the constant torment at school that he was driven to leap off the Patullo Bridge to his death. Suddenly the issues of teen bullying and homophobic taunting had a deeper urgency for the community in general, and for teachers in particular. Tim Stevenson, one of the first openly gay ministers in the United Church of Canada and the local MLA, cried “Shame!” on those who would keep homosexuals closeted away in shame. “How wonderful it is today to see so many young people standing up and saying, ‘No! Enough is enough!’” In the annual president’s report, David Chudnovsky spoke of an enormous range of issues that confronted the BCTF in the past year. From the ABCs of accreditation, bargaining, and class size to support workers, strikes and social justice, he articulated how the BCTF’s policies and proposals have a significant impact on the agenda for education in British Columbia. Of course, the BCTF’s leaders play leading roles on the provincial education scene. Contesting the president’s office once again were incumbent Chudnovsky and past-president Kit Krieger. Each candidate made a brief election statement focusing on his approach to the next round of bargaining and other challenges facing the Federation. Other key players in B.C.’s education community also spoke during the first session. In her final address as president of the B.C. School Trustees Association, Carole James spoke warmly of how teachers try to support the success of all students. “You know how unique, and special, and precious every child is. You can see the promise that leaps out at us from every pair of eyes. They remind us where our responsibility lies, where the future is.” James called upon all British Columbians to recognize their duty to be engaged with the young people of their communities. “Public education really is everybody’s business,” she said, thanking teachers for the “demanding, exhausting, crucial, and critical roles you play.” Debbie Look, president of the Confederation of Parent Advisory Councils, spoke of the research linking parental involvement with children’s success in school. “Parents appreciate the tremendous energy and dedication of teachers,” she said, and they understand that “teaching is a highly demanding profession.” With the impending strike by school support workers in 42 districts, teachers were anxious to hear from Barry O’Neill, B.C. president of the Canadian Union of Public Employees. For the 20,000 CUPE members in the K—12 sector, job security and pay equity were among the top priorities, he said. He criticized the B.C. Public School Employers’ Association for its “arrogant attitude toward our members,” and its “unstablizing effect on public education.” O’Neill concluded by offering “sincere thanks for teachers’ unbending support and solidarity across the province. Our struggle does continue.” Premier Ujjal Dosanjh also came to the AGM, “to reaffirm your government’s commitment to public education, to reaffirm our friendship with you as an organization, and to recognize the wonderful and important work you do for the citizens of this province.” He praised Federation activists for confronting the controversy over support for sexual minority youth. “I know that change is difficult, particularly when you are challenging prejudice,” Dosanjh said. “But what you are doing is one more part of our struggle to win dignity for each and every British Columbian.”   Day 2 On the Monday morning, the Task Force on First Nations Education presented its report. But before they began the official business, the First Nations teachers honoured Larry Kuehn, the BCTF’s director of research and the staff member who worked most closely with them. They gave Larry a warm tribute, a Salish weaving, and the promise of an aboriginal name. Task force co-chairs Deborah Jeffrey and Frank Conibear introduced a series of recommendations to help improve school success for First Nations students. In doing so, they committed their professional union to working with communities to improve the educational success of Aboriginal students, now with a graduation rate of about 31%, compared to about 85% for the general population. In particular, the teachers endorsed an employment equity program, a series of principles on teaching practice and inclusive schools, and vowed to pay special attention to appropriate classroom materials and knowledge about the treaty process and other current social issues, in order to weave Aboriginal content throughout the curriculum. Coming after two years of ground-breaking work by the First Nations Education Task Force, implementation of the recommendations will make a significant difference for Aboriginal teachers and learners, said Conibear . “It’s the beginning of a new relationship of respectful inclusion through employment equity,” Jeffrey said. “It’s so heartening to see the Federation opening up to First Nations teachers and communities. I think it’s real cause for celebration.”   Day 3 March 21, 1960: South African security forces massacre protesters, young and old alike, in Sharpeville. The United Nations declares the anniversary as the International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination. On the 40th anniversary of that brutal, pivotal event, Willy Madisha spoke from the heart about education in post-apartheid South Africa. As president of both the South African Democratic Teachers’ Union and of the Confederation of South African Trade Unions, Madisha represents two million workers from the public school classrooms to the diamond mines. Madisha spoke of SADTU’s central role in the victory of democracy in South Africa, and its success in helping transform the public education system “from one that entrenched subservience and racial discrimination, to a system that promotes human dignity.” He gave gracious thanks to the BCTF for a decade of solidarity. SADTU has grown to 220,000 members, and now is in a position to help other teacher unions in the region. “That is the international solidarity you taught us, and we shall carry the torch forward,” he said. Jim Sinclair, president of the B.C. Federation of Labour, spoke of the union movement’s resistance to the world view promoted by the B.C. Business Summit. Their corporate agenda is to drive down wages, end the tuition freeze, cripple the Labour Code, and cut a billion dollars out of the public service. But labour has a different vision for the kind of world we want to build for our children, Sinclair said. It’s a place where everyone, regardless of gender or race or sexual orientation, has an equal right to participate. And it’s a society devoted to meeting the needs of people, not the greed of corporations. As Sinclair spoke, dozens of people were lined up at the microphones, preparing for the next item on the agenda: the anti-homophobia resolution. Debate was impassioned, but respectful, as delegates on both sides of the issue expressed their convictions. In the end, the resolution to actively support the establishment of GSAs was overwhelmingly passed.   Day 4 On Wednesday morning, Penny Priddy, the newly-appointed Minister of Education, gave a wide-ranging homespun address on the importance of public education, with frequent references to her grandson who will enter Kindergarten in the fall. Priddy did not have a substantive announcement for teachers, so delegates became restless as she concluded her speech. They were eager to hear the results of the balloting for president. The results were decisive: David Chudnovsky 376, Kit Krieger 288. The elections for the rest of the Executive Committee took the rest of the day, with tight races on nine additional ballots. The following candidates were elected: First Vice-President Neil Worboys, Kitimat Second Vice-President Jinny Sims, Nanaimo Members-at-large Patricia Clough, Salmon Arm Mike Hayes, Saanich Margaret Little, Fort St. John Suzie Mah, Vancouver Kathleen Thompson, Coquitlam This year’s recipient of the G.A. Fergusson Memorial Award was Mike Zlotnik, former director of Professional Development for the BCTF. Zlotnik gave an eloquent speech about those who inspired him as an educator, the lessons he learned from his wife and children, and the great satisfaction he found in advocating for teachers. He spoke of the pride he felt in the solidarity work of the BCTF around the globe. “I define solidarity as inclusive love,” Zlotnik said. “Solidarity is the decisive condition and basis of all social reason. Therefore, educators must stand together with all who are oppressed.... It is not right that millions of children have no schools or millions more are schooled in the disgusting conditions I have seen abroad.” Zlotnik concluded by urging colleagues to “work for the inspiring legacy that came from the founders of public education—the common school for all. Proposed reforms to make education a market commodity purchased by parents betray that ideal and undermine solidarity, equality and social reason.... The common school for all children of diverse social backgrounds, ethnicities and religions is now more essential than it ever was. That vision is our common cause.” Nancy Knickerbocker is the BCTF’s media relations officer. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2013/03/why-educators-should-resist-educational.html?showComment0751364497923154,Staffroom Confidential: Why educators should resist educational technology Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Saturday, March 9, 2013 Why educators should resist educational technology I sat down earlier this week to write a blog post and I had a catchy title in mind: "iPads in the Classroom: Deja vu all over again". I had just read an article tweeted to me by my friend Tobey Steeves that appeared in the Atlantic in the mid-1990's. The article is called "The Computer Delusion" and I would recommend it (http://www.theatlantic.com/past/docs/issues/97jul/computer.htm). It begins with a short history lesson on past technological advances meant to revolutionize teaching, learning and schools, like television. And how these did nothing of the sort. And I thought, yes, just like the current crop of fad technologies: Smartboards, iPads, MOOCs. My partner had just laughingly told me about how the first out of date and now useless Smartboard showed up in his school's staffroom - the general repository of ed tech junk. But the more I think about it, the less I think it is the same all over again. It is very true that since schooling and technology there has been technology in schools. Some technology is very helpful. Some does genuinely change the way we teach and learn, a little bit. And lots gets left in the dust bins of staff rooms for a whole variety of reasons well articulated in The Computer Delusion. However, just like everything else in society lately, what is different now is not the perpetual change and the perpetual adoption of change before there is evidence to support the change. What is different is the pace of change. Things are happening so fast no-one has time to even reflect on what went wrong. In Education Week an article on educational technology happily examined "adaptive content". "What if, for example, we designed MOOCs (massive online courses) that, when illustrating a principle during a lecture, could use examples which were designed for the student's context? After all, most online communities already require members to fill in their age, location, etc. Or, if we had webcams that would interpret student's emotions and speed up / slow down a lecture/provide more illustrations/segue to an activity as needed. This technology, in fact, is already used by marketing companies to score consumer's reactions to their products online by reading their facial expressions via webcam, instead of written/multiple-choice feedback." I don't know about you, but that creeps me out on a lot of different levels. Learning as social activity? No.  Learning to broaden your horizens? No. Learning without privacy intrusions? No. But from one point of view, why not, if that is the fastest and cheapest way to make human beings learn and fast and cheap are the criteria? About five years ago I was teaching Information Technology and one of the classes I taught was game design. A researcher from the local university came to study my class, interested in how "gamification" related to learning. I didn't think all that much of it at the time, but am starting to see that educational technology is no longer just about tools to enhance learning, but rather the insertion of some of the most disturbing aspects of marketing into the previously (somewhat) protected world of schools and childhood. Joel Bakan has written an excellent book called "Childhood under siege". In it he examines some of the ways that marketers have used their techniques to sell toys, create addictive games, and market pharmaceuticals to children. It is disturbing. Those same trends are evident in the pitch to change teaching and learning with technology. One of the words that really bothers me right now is "engagement". It is so trendy. You can't have a conversation or read an article about education without encountering it. But what does it really mean? Learning is hard. And learning hard things is harder. Learning also is often uncomfortable. And sometimes it is boring. Anyone who has learned to play the violin knows that it takes at least 10,000 hours of often repetitive practice that sounds bad. There is no shortcut. You can play with others, play pieces you like, and perform. These all make it more fun. And you hopefully learn along the way that the practice is worth it. And this is what motivates you to practice more. What the educational technology companies are pushing is "engaged" learning as a short cut. But it won't work. It won't engage. It won't teach better. First off, much of what passes for educational technology these days is really modified consumer electronics. iPads, iPhones...these are consumer devices, not educational tools. Apps and games are designed to addict, not engage. I find apps the most disturbing...the most simplistic human reaction - just touching it - gives you a reward and a little hit of dopamine. You keep playing. Or checking your email. Or your twitter feed. It is this very feature of apps that make them appealing to two year olds. Playing on an iPad is more fun than learning to walk. Why? It is easier. You learn less (if anything at all). That is why they have temper tantrums when you take the iPad away. Sherry Turkle, in her book "Alone Together", considers the touted advantage of "multitasking" with technology. "When psychologists study multitasking, they do not find a story of new efficiencies. Rather, multitaskers don't perform as well on any of the tasks they are attempting. But multitasking feels good because the body rewards it with neurochemicals that induce a multitasking "high". The high deceives multitaskers into thinking they are being especially productive. In search of the high, they want to do even more. In the years ahead, there will be a lot to sort out. We fell in love with what technology made easy. Our bodies colluded." App development and consumer electronics are not designed for optimal learning. They are designed for optimal addiction. Very, very clever marketing people put their minds to this. They use everything we know about human psychology. Online pets die for a reason, as Joel Bakan explains in his book. The reason is to cause fear and worry in the child who must return to the program to feed it. My daughter is 13 years old, and I look around and am thankful I didn't have to keep iPads away from her. How did this happen so fast? She's not even grown up, and already childhood is different, and not for the better. This year in our school District, Wifi will be available to every child in every high school. Why? I don't know. So they can watch youtube at lunch hour instead of hang out with their friends? Respond to their text messages? Check their Facebook? Is it *necessary* or even *beneficial* for learning? I've yet to hear a good reason. We didn't use to have think about the precautionary principle in education. The popular myth had it that the pendulum would always swing back the other way, protecting us from fads and political interference. But this myth is just that - a myth. For twenty years, from a computer in every classroom to massive online learning, technology companies have become more and more sophisticated at pushing their product. We need to resist before it is too late. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 2:13 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 12 comments: TobeyMarch 9, 2013 at 4:22 PM Hi Tara, I dunno if it's crossed your path, but you might appreciate some of the discussion in => The shallows: What the Internet is doing to our brains. Beyond this point, I think it's also meaningful to highlight that many of these tech-centric solutions are pushed /on/ teachers, not derived /from/ the needs of teachers. It's that same politics of authority I discuss in my thesis. Eerie how often it's applicable ... Regards, TobeyReplyDelete Tara EhrckeMarch 9, 2013 at 5:15 PM Yes, just finished reading it...also an excellent read.ReplyDelete Replies Concerned ParentsMarch 10, 2013 at 12:51 PM Hi Tara, thank you for bringing up this important issue which many teachers are reluctant to discuss. As parents we question both the cost and the pedagogical value of replacing teachers with iPads. Unfortunately, our concerns are routinely marginalized and silenced by the tidal wave of 21st Century Learning. While educational budgets are cut on many fronts, no one (including parents who are taxpayers and "stakeholders") is allowed to question the sacred plans of technological advancement in millions of dollars. No one is allowed to question the cost of purchasing $700/pc iPads, of thousands of wireless routers (along with licensing fees for apps and newer routers' automatic opt-in cloud computing contracts), the cost of energy powering these devices, especially WiFi routers which operate 24/7, the cost of replacements to feed corporations' planned obsolescence which will occur every few years for decades to come, and the cost of health which is incalculable. I'm not surprised Mr. Carr said that tech gadgets caused him "a chronic state of distraction". Apart from the the psychological urge to get immediate feedback through the devices and the internet, there is valid physiological reason, when WiFi is used, that leads to inattention, impaired memory, insomnia or other more severe adverse effects to the brain and the body. Please take a look at the two videos below which show the level of "cellular noise" created by wireless equipment. Humans are electromagnetic beings, that's why doctors are able to use EEG to measure brain waves and EKG for the heart. The natural frequency of the human body is about 7.83 Hz. Wirelessly plugging our bodies to WiFi frequencies of 2,400,000,000 and 5,000,000,000 Hz, 24/7, is unnatural and invasive. Please hear the Pulsed Microwave of WiFi and iPad Radiation captured on Videos: iPad WiFi Radiation with Wireless Router On http://youtu.be/snt2uaQd_Ps Radiation of iPad with WiFi ON but no Internet Connection http://youtu.be/ANH6PEyQSZY The European Parliament, the Council of Europe as well as many doctors' groups have been advocating, in recent years, the REDUCTION of electromagnetic radiation in our environment, especially for children, youth, pregnant women and babies. http://www.safeinschool.org/2013/02/medical-advisory-wifi-radiation-and.html In this letter, Dr. Martha Herbert, a Harvard Neurologist who specializes in Pediatric Neurology, explains her research and concern about wireless radiation damaging children's brain function. http://goo.gl/Okafv Will SMART kids really be smarter, or dumber? Delete Concerned ParentsMarch 15, 2013 at 12:37 AM FYI. Your article was mentioned in this post: New Industry-Affiliated Website Promotes WiFi in Schools. Denies Health Risks. http://www.safeinschool.org/2013/03/wifiinsscholsca-new-industry-affiliated.htmlDelete Reply AnonymousMarch 9, 2013 at 5:31 PM It is this influx of this marketing scheme and it's technology toys that will be the undoing of public education. Search blended learning and working conditions and you'll see it's touted a solution to teacher working conditions, the very opposite of what is best for education and learning, building relationships between students and teachers, engaging them personally. Soon this effort to 'reduce working conditions for teachers' will further reduce the number of teachers deemed necessary. With one teacher instructing the online course, only a supervisor is needed in the classroom, not necessarily a teacher. Soon why even bother with a teacher at all, just hire an 'expert,' and save money. The Founder of the Khan Academy suggests already that you don't need a teacher to learn and Districts are using these online tutorials all across the province and bringing in this company to provide in-service in school districts. He thinks your training as teachers is pointless, he doesn't have an education degree and he's teaching kids around the world. ReplyDelete AnonymousMarch 9, 2013 at 5:32 PM I recently watched part of the LA United Board meetings where industry, administrators and some teachers were pushing for the installation of Wi-Fi across their School District. I couldn't watch further after listening to one defend the need or WiFi because it was felt a miracle solution for those students with ADD. They simply sit down in front of a screen and are mesmerized, instantly 'engaged' in the 'learning,' or so we're told. Yet we know better, this isn't learning and it's certainly not personalized learning. Personalized Learning for every student is the absolute ideal and personally I believe strongly in this approach BUT it's impossible in this current climate of cuts, under-funding and push to put students in front of screens instead of what we know works, smaller, well resourced classes. With this well versed tech marketing scheme comes the well oiled terms suggesting that education reform requires new teachers well versed in new ways of learning implying that seasoned teachers are like dinosaurs unable to acquire the necessary attention and 'engagement of students if they don't use the new technology. Isn't one of the best predictors of student success the greater years experience a teacher has? There are many reasons to question WiFi in schools, from the decrease in interpersonal skills, to the dumbing down of society, to the lack of pre-planning skills kids now find a challenge given their instant lifestyle. The risks of WiFi are another that are affecting more and more students and teachers. There are many health risks beyond the 2B carcinogen reclassified in 2011 by the WHO but shouldn't hat be enough. Canada has one of the lowest safety standards in the world and yet we're not using the precautionary principle. Instead many are trusting industries promise that the levels meet Health Canada's dismal standards. Yet only late last month Health Canada's lead researcher admitted in court that safety code 6 doesn't account for non0thermal affects despite assuring parents and schools of this across the provinces. The court transcripts are now available from the Superior Court of Quebec for a fee and by mail. You can read more about it here: http://www.magdahavas.com/health-canada-admits-safety-code-6-guideline-for-microwave-radiation-is-based-only-on-thermal-effects/ ReplyDelete AnonymousMarch 9, 2013 at 5:33 PM Why, with so little evidence, if any benefit from WiFi and all it's toys is public education further pushing students and those working in the education community to seemingly blindly risk not only their educational outcomes but their health. Oh right, we want to dumb down society, their easier to manage. Yet why risk health? It'll only cost society in the end? Compared with tobacco, wireless technology is following the same path only it's risky 'smoke' is invisible. Already insurance companies aren't insuring technology corporations against health risks. Companies like Fortis BC are hiring Product Defense Companies (Exponent) to defend the wireless capacity of smart meters. Asbestos, Tobacco, Monsanto's and other corporations marketing risk hire these companies to create doubt in the consumer so they con continue to line their pockets not because they're safe for the population. Their mandate is to get the best bottom line for their clients, to keep the bank roll rolling or as long as they can, despite the risks. Los Angeles Teacher's Union Passes Resolution to Ensure Safety from Hazardous Electromagnetic Fields (EMF) in Schools including EMF Emissions from Wireless Technology - W.E.E.P. News - March 09, 2013: - http://weepnews.blogspot.ca/2013/03/los-angeles-teachers-resolution-masts.html “I move that UTLA will abide by current National NEA Policy for Environmentally Safe Schools which states that all employees and stakeholders should be informed when there are changes in their exposure to environmental hazards including electromagnetic radiation and that all stakeholders and the public should be notified of any actual and potential hazards. UTLA will advocate for technological solutions that maintain technology upgrades while not increasing employees exposure to electromagnetic radiation." The BC Education system needs effective technologies, as Dr. Stuart Shanker says "where necessary" and used safely with no risks to either teachers or those involved in education. ReplyDelete Patrick ChunMarch 16, 2013 at 12:16 PM Ms. Ehrcke, I couldn't agree with you more. As it stands now, technology in school is a distraction, especially when the motive of vendors is to push their wares from a profit point of view. True use of technology is not about iPads or smartboards. It has to start from the content side of things. WiFi in school could turn out to be a ticking time bomb. There is actually no "safe" threshold on the amount of electro-magnetic radiation. Any guideline is just an arbitrary number. Patrick Chun CEO, Greenwood Canada ESL educational software developer ReplyDelete Ann-MarieMarch 19, 2013 at 10:52 AM I can see both sides of this argument. It is definitely a topic that we need to address. One thought, and something that I have used in classrooms, is to recognize, with students, the increased use of technology but in the same breath, discuss the benefits of using technology only when it can meet our information needs - valuing the interpersonal discussions - and not 'buying into' how many apps and games entice us to become preoccupied with technology. I don't think anyone would argue that having information at our fingertips hasn't improved learning and that being able to access worldwide information and opinions doesn't increase our sense of global responsibility. Preparing our students to examine the role of technology in their lives is a discussion that all teachers and parents can have with their children. ReplyDelete Bryan JacksonMarch 19, 2013 at 11:02 AM Hi Tara, Without addressing the ongoing conversation of the safety of wireless technology, I wanted to offer some counterpoint to the idea that we should resist all forms of educational technology in our schools if we want to uphold our responsibility to the public trust. While I might share many of your concerns about marketing and commodification making their way into modern classrooms, resisting digital technology of all stripes would see schools ceding valuable territory in the struggle for modern democracy that is occurring more and more on the open web. The literacies that attend web communication - including elements of self-regulation / 'attention-literacy,' visual and design-related presentation and communication skills, as well as data ownership, privacy - are increasingly vital to an education system that hopes to prepare students to resist the more malignant elements of digital technology and retain their ability to seek out and create individual voice in society. Like prohibition left the booze business to organized crime, creating schools that ignore the web as a forum for democratic participation help enable the corporate takeover of what little remains of digital 'public space'. Your own blog, for example, which is the personification of this exercise in democratic voice, is hosted by Google; we do ourselves and our students a disservice by not seeking out experience in ensuring autonomy and agency over our own and our students' web footprints. Someone whose work I've found inspiring in his drive to maintain individual freedom and public trust on the open web is Dr. Gardner Cambell, who wrote the influential essay, "A Personal Cyberinfrastructure," in which he argues that students should be provided with an education where they learn how to become their own systems administrators: http://www.educause.edu/ero/article/personal-cyberinfrastructure Gardner's talk, "Teaching, Learning & the Digital Imagination," also might help frame the pursuit of the digital humanities as part of a developing liberal arts education: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BHOv_kSejBM I fully agree that there is a lot of corporate profiteering masquerading as educational necessity, and we need to be aware as educators of not only these perils, but the possibility which exists on the open web as well. Audrey Watters (@audreywatters) is someone who does an incredible service in keeping up with developments in K12 and higher education along these lines, and whose work I think you (and your readers) would appreciate. She blogs at: http://hackeducation.com/ I think our schools should provide many of the experiences you are calling for above, but also believe that the diversity of perspectives teaching professionals bring into the learning environment help shape the future healthily, empathetically, and democratically. As someone who feels as though I am fighting for the same sort of school system advocated here, I wanted to offer some of what underpins my belief that digital technology does have a place in our classrooms, and that this place doesn't necessarily denote a 'corporate takeover' of any sort. On the contrary, technology is in my classroom so that my students (whose lives are suffused in technology whether I limit its exposure or not) venture onto the web with their eyes open to both the peril, and the possibility of digital public space. Enjoy your spring break, Bryan -bryanjack.ca ReplyDelete Tara EhrckeMarch 20, 2013 at 8:54 AM Hi Bryan, I think the one point where we may disagree is that I see a *connection* between the profiteers and others that can be unhealthy if it is not recognized. Yes, there are many teachers who use IT in their classrooms for genuine, worthwhile reasons. I am one of them. But when teachers start to jump on the bandwagon (sometimes just because they are excited about what they are doing, but sometimes for the purpose of personal career advancement) they go from using tech for their own teaching to advocating tech. Thus the profiteers exploit teachers to assist in advocating for change that in the long run is not healthy for schools and children. When this happens with district administrators and Ministry officials and university professors, these people become "internal validators" - lending justification for the vacuous arguments of the tech companies. When I say "resist", I don't necessarily mean "ban" (although that certainly might make sense in some circumstances). I mean think critically about whether the introduction of a new technology should or should not be adopted. Who wants it and why? In other words, do not capitulate to the vapid arguments of "it is there, so we have to use it", "it is there, so it is coming anyway", "they use it in life, so we have to in school", "they will use it at work, so we have to in school". None of these are good arguments. When considering whether or not to adopt new technologies, we also have to look at the bigger picture, including what gets removed...because every time something new arrives, something else goes. So, it is perfectly sensible to consider the overall screen time of children and consider whether or not any more screen time should take place in school. Or to consider whether we want wireless turned on all day so that kids can use their devices during recess, when that very well might displace f2f and exercise. Or to consider the degree to which "collaboration" with technology replaces reading books, and the impact that has on learning and thinking (suggest here Proust & the Squid...and In the Shallows...very good introductions to the effect of technology on the reading brain, what is lost...). I don't disagree with teaching digital literacy (although perhaps for different reasons than you...I think the "democracy" of the internet is largely a myth, but I do think kids should understand how the machines around them work), but that is very different than infusing teaching with technology or using technology for teaching and learning other subject areas. Thanks for your thoughtful comments - Tara ReplyDelete Clint LalondeMarch 28, 2013 at 12:12 PM Hi Tara, First off, truce. If I need to hold out a white flag here then please consider this to be one :). As a parent, I truly appreciate there are people like you and Tobey who are taking a very critical look at the role of technology in our schools. I agree with much of what you write and speak about - corporate agendas, the desire for quick fixes, the motivations for why we need technology in our schools, distractions - these are all incredibly valuable and important conversations for educators and parents to have. Technology is a tool that can be used well and can be used poorly. I am a Neil Postman fan and agree with him when he speaks about technology not as an either/or, but a this and that. There are tradeoffs, concessions and difficult discussions to have. What do we keep and what do we replace? Does this change the way we do things? How? What part is good and what part is bad? I agree with Bryan here that this issue of what role technology plays in our classrooms is vitally important to creating digital citizens of the future who can operate in the world and act with agency and autonomy. Who can change & challenge (or at least have the skills to deal with) the very things about our world that we both want to see changed. There are a myriad of reasons to keep technology out of the classroom - all valid. But keeping it out only means we do not work to find solutions to those problems. We hid them. Worse, we don't help our kids find solutions to their problems. How can they be expected to deal with making correct choices about issues like information overload and critical media literacy if they are not engaging in real and authentic ways with these issues? I worry that we underestimate the internet and that we are not doing enough to teach our kids how to thoughtfully and deliberately engage with it. To take control of it. To even realize that they can take control of it. We are letting the technology agenda be written by the corporations, by the entertainment industry, by the publishing companies when we enact policies that pretend the internet doesn't exist and hides it away from our kids. We are not preparing our kids to carry on the kinds of fights and deeply critical analysis we both want. We are not teaching them that the internet is THEIRS and THEY own it and THEY can control it. In a world where our kids are not taught how to take control and use the internet as a learning tool, Perez Hilton wins. And that frightens me a helluva lot more than wifi. With respect, Clint LalondeReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ▼  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ▼  March (2) Why educators should resist educational technology... Will School Board budget woes lead to more inequit... ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8866&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, Number 4, March 2004 AGM 2004Candidate statements for Executive Committee positions FOR PRESIDENT Jan Eastman We are a union whose members belong to the proud profession of teaching. How we represent ourselves is vital to our success. We can regain our role as the rightful voice of teachers, a credible authoritative voice, welcomed and believed. We can create member confidence and attract new members to activism. This Federation too often seems remote to members. Instead, we can achieve our goals by representing teachers professionally, being politically and financially accountable to members, building relationships with like-minded unions and education partners, especially the Ministry, and developing intelligent strategic plans. Most immediately, we must ensure that the College is a self-regulating professional body and that the current standards do not gain the status of bylaws. Members want professional support that meets teachers’ diverse needs and helps us find joy in teaching. We must halt the insidious takeover of teaching by a narrow definition of education, and provide real support to teachers. Growing demands on locals require commensurate support. The sensitive balance between resources and support must be met respectfully, with real leadership. I bring more than 30 years of activism, local, provincial, national, international leadership experience. I believe in teachers and the job we do. I want members to say with pride, "That’s my Federation working for me." EXPERIENCE: International: Education International Executive Board, and chair of Status of Women Committee (3 yrs). National:Canadian Teachers’ Federation President (2); President Designate (1); Vice-president (1); Board of Directors (10); CTF Trust Fund (2); AGM delegate (10). CTF National issues Cttee (4), Education development (2); Economic services (1). Provincial: BCTF 2nd Vice President (2); Executive Committee (8.5). BCTF EC rep to: Prov. Barg. Ctte (1); TF on Barg Structures & related matters; BCTF/CUPE TF on roles & resp. of teachers & teacher assistants; Negotiating team with admin union. Prov committees: Teacher personnel (6); Prof relations advisors’ ctte (mediation); Political action TF; Speaking to teachers-verbal skills; Prog for Quality Teaching; Labour liaison ctte; Charter challenge plaintiff; International solidarity. BCTF Administrative Staff (4) (PD-3, Field Service-1) Local: Delta TA-currently 1st VP & Barg chair; President (3); VP (3). Executive: Kitimat (4) Langley (4). Local cttee: Political action, bulletin, advocacy, status of women, Sign-up/certification co-ordinator, bargaining, PD, community action, teacher evaluation, liaison CUPE 1091, Violence-free Schools, advocacy for Public Education, communications.. AGM delegate 25+ yrs. Teaching: Secondary Learning disabilities, Learning Assistance, English, Social Studies, English Second Language Grades 8-12, SFU faculty associate-PDP (2), Teaching assistant SFU. Education: B.A., Diploma of Education; M.A. (Educ.) Jinny Sims The commitment and strength shown by members in the College strategy must continue in our defence of public education and our social safety net. Solidarity and strength can defeat this government’s agenda. I will continue strong leadership, one that is based on membership involvement and co-ordinated strategic action. We must fight for our bargaining rights, intrinsically linked to teaching and learning conditions. We are a union of professionals that will not be silenced. We will be advocates for our profession and our students. This is fundamental to our work, our goals, and our beliefs. We will continue to work with our allies to focus on the devastating impact of education underfunding. We are not alone. We are making a difference. We will work with others to address the social issues that affect the children in our classrooms, and help rebuild healthy communities. I will draw on my strong background in bargaining, pro-d, social justice, and political campaigns to advocate for our members and students. I look forward to the next year as we continue to build allies, work within the B.C. Federation of Labour, with parents, students, and others who care about a strong and stable public education system and a just society. I ask for your continued support. EXPERIENCE: Provincial: BCTF 1st Vice-president (2 yr.), BCTF 2nd Vice-Ppresident (2), BCTF Executive member-at-large (1), CTF alternate (2), CTF delegate (3), CTF director (2), BCFed Education Committee (1), Ministry for Children & Families (3), Coalition for Public Education (3), Rehab Expansion (3), CUPE Liaison (2), Social Justice (3), PDAC (3), PSA/PSAC (3), Health & Safety (3), Income Security (3), Finance Cttee., Pensions, Summer conference workshop presenter/facilitator, Advisory council of local presidents, pension plan training, Bargaining training; AGM delegate (12), LR (5), Bargaining council rep (2). Local: Nanaimo President (3), 1st VP (2);, Bargaining ctte. & neg. team (7), Grievance ctte. (6); S/W member & chair (3), ProD ctte. (2), Program Against Racism (2), Staff rep (10), Staff committee chair (5), member (15), Malaspina College partnership ctte. (2), EAC advisory board (4), Co-ordinator for multicultural curriculum (3), Facilitator for conflict resolution, Teaching: 24 yrs., English, social studies, counsellor. Education: B.Ed, UVic & Manchester, UK. FOR FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT Irene Lanzinger At the heart of our work as teachers is the knowledge that public education is the foundation of a democratic society. One of the greatest threats to public education is the failure of governments to provide the funding necessary to meet the needs of students. We must continue our vigorous political action campaign to pressure the government on the issue of funding. We strengthen public education through our work in professional development, collective bargaining and social justice. Through professional development we improve teaching practice and learn how to better meet the needs of students. Teacher collective bargaining has helped meet the economic and professional needs of teachers and gain resources to improve teaching and learning conditions. Social justice activism helps to build a compassionate and just society. We have had some success in the municipal elections, in the College of Teachers strategy and in the legal challenge to the stripping of our collective agreement. That success has been based on listening to each other, communicating clearly and having faith in the strength of our members. I would be proud to continue to work with members in our struggle for a strong and stable public education system. EXPERIENCE: Provincial: BCTF 2nd Vice-president (2 yr.), Co-chief Negotiator Bargaining Team (2000-02), Advisory council of local presidents (3), AGM delegate (8), Summer conference (6), Job action planning ctte., LR (1), (alternate) (5). Local: President (3), Vice-president (2), Member-at-large (2), Staff rep (2), Bargaining Ctte. (2), Status of Women (2). Teaching: Secondary (8 yrs.), Elementary (4). Education: B.Sc. (UBC), Teacher Training (UBC), M.Sc (SFU) FOR SECOND VICE-PRESIDENT Susan Lambert The past year was tumultuous for teachers in B.C. The attacks on our profession and the deliberate attempt to undermine our credibility gave us the opportunity to assert our professional autonomy and collective voice. We debated issues of central concern to our profession and we have emerged the stronger for it. Our integrity has seen us through. And so has our strategy. I believe the strengths of our College strategy are its transparency, the degree of membership involvement, the nature of the lever we exerted, and our resolve. We have been careful throughout to share all the information including the risks involved. We held school visits, local and provincial meetings at each critical stage. Members directed the plan from the start. The decision to withhold our College fees was strategic, powerful, and practical. We understood the seriousness of the assault on our profession and we stood our ground. We need to replicate these strengths in whatever we do as a union. I will always work for open processes that inform and involve members in meaningful decision-making. I am proud to be a teacher and a member of the BCTF and I will do my best to defend our profession and strengthen our collective voice. EXPERIENCE: Provincial: BCTF Executive member-at-large (1 yr.); AGM delegate (20 yrs), Trainer/ facilitator in Namibia (8 sessions) and South Africa (1 session), Staff Rep Trainer (5 yrs), WOW facilitator, Summer Conference Participant and workshop presenter, BCTF OSD/PD Administrative Staff (4 yrs), Federation Appeals Board (2 yrs). Local: (Prince Rupert): Staff Rep (4 yrs), S/W Committee (1 yr), Program Against Racism Chair (2 yrs), Bargaining Committee (1 yr); Communications Officer (2 yrs), Labour Liaison Officer (3 yrs). (Burnaby): Vice President (2 yr), LR (4 yrs), Leave of Absence Committee (2 yrs), Grade 7 Girls’ Conference (1 yr), BTA Scholarship Committee (2 yr), Job Action Committee (1 yr). Teaching: 23 years–intermediate teacher, teacher-librarian, learning assistance, gifted education, special needs resource. Education: Honors English BA (SFU), PDP (SFU), Teacher-Librarian Diploma (UBC). Kathleen Thomson In the government’s drive to turn education into a saleable commodity, it is teachers who have forfeited the most. Our collective losses are formidable: eradicated jobs; dismantled contractual and bargaining rights; and curtailed professional freedom instituted by a College dedicated to increased teacher surveillance and discipline. Our federation—itself the target of government malice—has multiple responsibilities in its fight to restore funding and stability to public education. It must continue devising successful political strategies and pro-active alliances with parents and citizens. Teachers’ increased efforts to elect a government ruled by compassion rather than corporate ideals are critical and must be supported. Political aims, though, must be counter-balanced by greater attention to teachers’ immediate professional needs. Indifference to the union’s purpose is real for many members. To counter this alienation, the BCTF must provide tangible improvements to teachers’ working conditions by bargaining strategically, increasing support to large locals, and strengthening influence over the new Education Minister and partner groups whose aims are antithetical to ours. On my office wall a sign reads: "Never, never give up." If elected, I will dedicate my intelligence and foresight to serve teachers, and will never give up until B.C. teachers’ rights are again honoured. EXPERIENCE: Provincial: BCTF Executive member-at-large (4 yrs.), CTF delegate (4), Staff pension plan advisory committee (2), Negotiations training, bargaining conference (2), Summer conference delegate and workshop presenter (7), Chair Metro West zone council (1), AGM delegate (10). Local: President (7), Vice-president (1), Grievance panel (2), Staff Rep (5), Negotiations, job action, advocacy committees, etc. Community: Co-chair, Municipal planning/environment committees, SFU senate (2). Teaching: Secondary English, German, French (11), SFU TA (2). Education: BA, PDP (SFU). PhD courses and comprehensives. FOR MEMBER-AT-LARGE Milan Boljuncic "To foster and promote the cause of education, to raise the status of the teaching profession, and to promote the welfare of teachers in BC." – the original objectives of the BCTF have not changed significantly since the first AGM in Vancouver 87 years ago. What are also consistent are the oppressive governments who preach the virtue of education but deceive the public and teachers with "fiscal responsibility." Can we really equate children with products of a market economy? Today’s teachers continue to take pride in educating children, both in the classroom and through extra-curricular activities. I believe that in order for the BCTF to remain relevant to activists and non-activists, we must continue to find ways for every Professional in our Union to have a voice. Our Federation needs to examine the values of both experienced as well as our beginning teachers. We need to continue to advocate for a fully funded public education system as well as success for every child. I believe we need to continue to build and strengthen our ties with parents, labour, communities, and most importantly, our own teachers. As a Member-at-Large I look forward to bringing new perspectives to our provincial body that strengthen the multiple interests of our membership. EXPERIENCE: School Staff Representative (4), School Staff Chair (3), School Planning Council Representative, NVTA Executive–Member-at-Large (2), Local Representative (1), Alternate Local Representative (2) Delegate, BCTF Annual General Meeting (5), Vancouver and District Labour Council Representative, Local Bargaining Committee, District Counseling Review Committee, District Graduation Review Committee, School Health and Safety Representative, District Professional Development Committee, Joint District Multiculturalism and Anti-Racism Committee. Education: Diploma of Liberal Arts (University of Zagreb, Croatia); B.A. (SFU); B.Ed. (UBC); M Sc. (University of Oregon). Linda Burkholder These are critical times for teachers and for teaching as a profession. We have been under attack to an extent that we have never been before. It is essential that we stand together. It is important that we deal with all the changes made to the College of Teachers, not just the issue of representation. As we begin a new round of bargaining, we must be committed to the restoration of full, free collective bargaining rights. Time to teach has never been so important. Teachers are buried under a workload that is crushing. At a time when class sizes are rising and support for classroom programs has been drastically cut, administrators and the Ministry have added tons of bureaucratic garbage to teachers’ workloads. Professional autonomy is also being attacked. More and more, teachers are being told how they must teach. Finally, the future of the BCTF-What kind of organization will it be? What services will it provide? These are crucial battles that need to be fought, problems that need to be solved and questions that need to be answered. If elected Member-at-Large, I pledge my time and energy to fighting the battles, seeking solutions, and finding answers. EXPERIENCE: Provincial: Many years as a delegate to the BCTF AGM and BCTF Summer Conferences. Many years as a Staff Rep. Local: President, Local 59, Peace River South (5 yrs); Vice-President, PRSTA (5 yrs); PRSTA Bargaining Team (12 yrs); PRSTA Bargaining Chair and Chief Negotiator (7 yrs). Teaching: 32 years in British Columbia (grades K—7, and 10—12). Education: B.Sc. Ed., University of Texas @ Austin, 1971, U. of Calgary and UBC, Courses in School Librarianship, U. of Lethbridge, currently working on Masters in Educational Leadership. John Chisamore As an incumbent member of the BCTF Executive Committee and a long time teacher activist from the East Kootenays, I am putting my name forward for re-election as a Member-at-Large. The past three years of Liberal government have been difficult for teachers. We have worked hard to maintain a high standard of education in this province. The BCTF has initiated strategies to counteract the attack on our professionalism and our working conditions. Our strategies included direct membership involvement both at the provincial and local levels. We have recently seen our strategies bear fruit in important wins, both in the courts, and in the recent announced change in the government’s position regarding the B.C. College of Teachers. Over the next year we must continue to build coalitions with others who support a quality public education system in BC. We must use our resources wisely in order to affect the changes we want politically and at the bargaining table. Together, we can make a difference! Membership involvement keeps us committed and focused on our long term goals. At the 2004 AGM I seek your continued support to be a member of an Executive Committee that is receptive to membership concerns, and proactive in defending our important role in public education. EXPERIENCE: Provincial: BCTF EC Member-at-Large (3 yrs); CTF AGM delegate (3 yrs); CTF Director & Finance Committee (1 yr); LR (14 yrs); AGM delegate (20 yrs); Bargaining Council/Bargaining Committee (1 round); Income Security Committee (6 yrs); ACLP (4 yrs); Zone: East Kootenay President (4 yrs); East Kootenay Vice President (3 yrs); East Kootenay Sec-Treas (3 yrs); Kootenay Zone Chairperson (1 yr). Local: President (12 yrs: 1981—82, 1983—85, 1995-2004); Bargaining Committee (19 yrs); Negotiating Team (3 rounds); Grievance Committee (16 yrs); Information Technology Steering Committee (6 yrs); Teaching: Physics/Science/Computer Science/Math (23 yrs BC); Science/Math (2 yrs ON); Education: B.Sc., B.Ed. Ieke Giese This has been a challenging years for ALL teachers in B.C. Our classes are bigger, support for our students is being dismantled, and schools continue to be closed. Despite this, we need to celebrate. Our voices are strong and united, and some positive changes were made to the College. Because of teacher action, some of the stripped parts of our collective agreements have been returned. However, the fight is not yet over. Now is the time for all members to become even more active in our Federation. With a new Minister of Education, we need to ensure that our united voice regarding the underfunding of public education is heard. We must determine and control our own professional development as the true professionals that we are. We must maintain our professional autonomy. We must remain active in our role as a social justice union. We deal with social justice issues from the classroom to the international level. We must recommit, as devastating changes to our social safety net are enacted. Everyone will be affected by these changes. I look forward to having the opportunity to work with BCTF members on these critical issues as we stand together and change the world. EXPERIENCE: Local: delegate to the BCTF (15 years), President of the North Vancouver Substitute Teachers’ Association (3 years), chief staff rep (16 years), Bargaining Chair (1 year), member of Bargaining Committee (9 years), Status of Women Chair (5 years), Member-at-Large (3 years), Secretary (1 year) BCTF: table officer of the Provincial Association of Substitute Teachers (2 years), Social Justice Advisory Committee (3 years), co-chair (1 year), chair (1 year), local association representative to the BCTF RA (2 years), Staff Union Rep Trainer (4 years), Parent Presentations facilitator (4 years); Teaching: teacher-on-call (3 years), Kindergarten to Grade 7 (13 years) presently teacher-librarian (3 years) Jim Iker Our strength and passion comes from the work we do each day in the classroom, in the Local and in the Federation. Continued membership involvement, and support for all locals is critical to a stronger BCTF. We need to support members’ needs in the classroom and defend our professional autonomy. I believe in strong leadership that promotes democratic processes, seeks and listens to member input, and provides pro-active strategies and plans that help us achieve our goals and take back our profession. Through our actions and unity we have achieved some real successes such as the "quashing" of the Rice stripping, our stand for a Democratic College, the Charter for Public Education and increased public support. Together we can build on our successes and work toward restoring full and free collective bargaining. Through bargaining we need to improve learning and teaching conditions, and achieve a fair and reasonable salary increase. We must advocate for full funding for a strong and stable public education system, the rebuilding of our social safety net, and the election of a socially responsible government. I ask for your continued support to work on your behalf as Member At Large. I look forward to talking with you at the AGM about all the issues. EXPERIENCE: Provincial: Provincial Executive Member at Large (2 yrs); CTF AGM Delegate (1); Bargaining Mobilization Committee Chair (1); Provincial Bargaining Team member—1st 2 rounds of Provincial Bargaining GR/LR (12); AGM delegate (16); Local Presidents’ Advisory Committee (2) Chair (1); BCTF Interim Bargaining Structures Committee; Legislative Advisory Committee/team; Staff Rep Training; Summer Conference Participant (22). Local: President (12); Bargaining Chair (2); Chief Negotiator, Local Bargaining (all 3 rounds); Bargaining Committee; WLC Chair (2); Staff rep; District Health And Safety Committee Rep (4); EAP District Committee (10). Teaching: 21 years (full and Part time) K/2/3/ 4/6/7, Learning Assistance, Counselling, Special Ed. Education: BA—McMaster, B.Ed— Dalhousie, Various Counselling Courses—UVic. Al Klassen This is a critical time for teachers in the public education system. After numerous setbacks, teachers have finally been able to demonstrate their resolve, and use that resolve to make their concerns about public education and their role as professionals known. The BCTF will need effective leadership from every member of the Executive Committee in order to move forward with the issues that are causing so many challenges for our classroom teachers. The Federation must build stronger and more productive relationships with its members and with other stakeholders in the public education system. Teachers are knowledgeable and dedicated professionals whose input must be heard by those who effectively control and shape public education in this province. The Executive Committee needs a variety of perspectives and voices of reason. I offer my experience as the president of a mid size local, a classroom teacher and a person who takes a thoughtful, reflective and collaborative approach to problem solving. Teachers have a number of important issues to be addressed in the coming year. I am hopeful that my voice will be heard as part of the Executive Committee who will address these issues on behalf of all teachers in this province. Experience: Provincial: ACLP (3 yrs.), BCTF AGM delegate (5 yrs.). Local: President (3yrs.), Vice-President (2 yrs.), Local Bargaining Chair (2 yrs.), Health & Safety Rep (2 yrs.), Member-at-Large (2 yrs.), Staff Rep (2 yrs.). Teaching: 11 years Secondary Technology Education. Education: B. Ed UBC, trades–BCIT (PVI). Other: 17 years Journeyman Ironworker/ Welder, General Foreman, Company Superintendent. Fran Robinson My fundamental principle is based on the belief that teachers are the BCTF. Teachers are responsible for making sure the Federation speaks and acts in ways determined through our democratic processes. Teachers struggle to meet the needs of students and families who are suffering as a result of government social policy changes. The social responsibility teachers share enables us to speak out for public education and to advocate for change that makes a difference. As we enter a bargaining year, teachers are concerned. Having been both a local Bargaining Chair and President, I know first-hand what responsible collective bargaining is. We may not control this process, but we remain united. Our professional and economic concerns must be addressed so we can better focus on the needs of our students. In spite of many adversities, we have successes to show for our collective commitments and decisions. The recent court ruling in our challenge of the Rice Arbitration, our determination in the face of the government-appointed College of Teachers and success of the Joint Trusteeship Pension Plan demonstrate the collective strength of teachers. Support me, working for you, to put in force the resolutions and goals of the teachers of British Columbia. EXPERIENCE: Provincial: BCTF Local representative (3 yrs). BCTF Pension Committee and TPP Advisory Committee (5 yrs): chair (1 yr). Local: Comox District Teachers’ Association Executive (8 yrs): President (2 yrs), Past President (1 yr), Bargaining chair (2 yrs). CDTA staff rep (3 yrs); Teaching: 25 yrs at all levels. Education: Hon BA in physical and health education, MAEd with counselling major. Kelly Shields The Pattulo, the Port Mann and the Alex Fraser are three different bridges which lead to Surrey. Like these bridges, my experience serving on the BCTF Executive Committee has shown me that there are different ways to get to the same place. Working as a Staff Union Representative Trainer I have heard a variety of views from around the province. With the experience of coming from a large local, yet having the privilege of sharing with small locals, I have developed a deep respect for our diversity. One of the most important bridges that we are building is our outreach to the community, through Parent Presentations. We need to continue paving the way to solidarity and the provincial election by talking to parents, our families, friends and neighbours; building bridges to union and non-union alike. The College has presented a number of roadblocks. The Executive has been united in providing leadership and negotiating each pothole along the way. I am committed to casting my vote at the Executive based on principles and reflective of the network of roads which our members travel. I ask for your support in re-electing me as a member at large. EXPERIENCE: Provincial: Executive Committee Member at Large since November, 2003; Provincial Bargaining Team 2000-2002; Presidents’ Advisory Committee 1994-1995; Judicial Council 1995 present; Local Representative 1996 present; School Union Rep Trainer current; Parent Presentation Facilitator current; RA Agenda Planning Committee current; AGM delegate (20 yrs); BCFed Education Committee current. Local: Surrey President (3); Acting President (6 mo); 1st Vice President (1); 2nd VP (2); Grievance Officer (3—50%) (1—100%); Advocate for teachers at arbitration hearings; Grievance Committee (14); STARA Chair and co-chair (2); Staff Rep (9); WLC Committee (1); Political Action/Public Relations Committee (3). Teaching: 22 years teaching in Surrey, Primary Grades 1 and 2, Learning Assistance, Resource Room, Segregated Special Class, District Integration Support Teacher (current). Education: B. Ed in Special Education UBC,1981, Early Childhood Education Diploma Capilano College, 1975. Val Windsor As a union of professionals, the BCTF purposes are clear: to promote the cause of public education, to raise the status of the teaching profession, and to promote the welfare of teachers. We are continuing the fight to save public education, thus raising the status of the profession by advocating for our students. There is another critically important purpose we must serve. We must find a way to respond to the needs of the classroom teacher–one who may never be an activist but is no less important. The BCTF will need to make a number of difficult decisions with that teacher in mind. We must support, through bargaining strategies and processes, our members’ bargaining priorities. We must represent the professional interests of our members. We must review recommendations of the Governance Review that last year’s AGM directed be brought forward this year. Most organizations review all facets of their operations on a regular basis; especially in times of decreasing membership leading to shrinking resources and increasing costs. I believe the BCTF must continue to reach out to community and to government. The credible voice of teachers must be heard and I will continue to be an effective voice for teachers. I seek your support as a Member-at-Large. EXPERIENCE: Provincial: Local Rep (9), BCTF AGM delegate (13), Judicial Council (3), Staff Rep Trainer (2), CTF AGM delegate (4), Organizing Committee CTF AGM Vancouver (1), G.A. Fergusson Award Trustee (5). Local: President (3), 1st Vice-President (3), 2nd Vice-President (3), Secretary (3), LR (8), Bargaining Chair (3) and member (6), other committee membership: Health and Safety, Working and Learning. Teaching: 35 years in the profession, Grades 3—7. Education: BA, PBD, PDP SFU.)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=17078,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2008 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 3, November 2008  BC drops everything and reads! By Karen Lindsay On September 2, 2008, the British Columbia Teacher-librarians’ Association challenged not only students and teachers, but the premier, members of the legislature, and people across BC to “Drop Everything and Read” for 20 minutes on Monday, October 27. For many years, teacher-librarians have organized special school events to mark National School Library Day on the fourth Monday in October. This was the first year they took their celebration to the general public, and the response was wonderful. Hundreds of people signed up on the Drop Everything and Read Facebook page, and hundreds more on the BCTLA’s DEAR blog. People signed on from across BC and as far away as Israel! Teacher-librarians agree that making BC the most literate province in Canada is a worthy goal. An educated population makes the province wealthy in so many ways. As teachers, they also know the impact that good modeling has on children. Seeing the adults around them put aside business for a few minutes to let pleasure reading be their priority sent a powerful message. Originally the brainchild of Surrey teacher-librarian Bonnie Chapman, the Drop Everything and Read (DEAR) Challenge was tested in many schools across the province on National School Library Day last year. Hundreds of BC students engaged in silent reading from 11:00 a.m. to 11:20 a.m. that day, and the response was terrific. “You could hear a pin drop!” “Kids didn’t want to stop after 20 minutes.” This year’s campaign really seemed to capture people’s imaginations. Teachers and teacher-librarians invited their MLA, the mayor, trustees, their superintendent, local athletes and actors to come and read with their students—and they did! Parents took the DEAR challenge into their workplaces where they read quietly for 20 minutes away from the phones. Finance Minister Carole Taylor set aside “some pleasurable reading time in the Vancouver-Langara constituency office.” Premier Campbell commended the BCTLA on the initiative. And Education Minister Shirley Bond celebrated National School Library by taking part in the Drop Everything and Read challenge. At Carson Graham Secondary School in North Vancouver, students, and staff were joined by Lieutenant Governor of British Columbia Steven Point in celebration of First Nations literacy. Responses from schools were the stuff that warms a teacher-librarian’s heart. Several schools wrote to say they were going to Drop Everything and Read every month for the rest of the year. DEAR went well enough in some high schools that they are now willing to pilot a daily silent reading program that could become a permanent part of their timetable. The BCTLA would love to see the DEAR campaign grow so that in the next few years other provinces take up the challenge as well. Given a few years’ practice, I think BC could take on the whole country in a DEAR challenge! One of the best things about DEAR is the way it puts everyone on the same page, if you’ll excuse the expression. No matter where you are politically, you can get behind the value of a few minutes’ peaceful reading. If your school was not involved this year, do not despair; DEAR will be back to celebrate National School Library Day 2009. Karen Lindsay is teacher-librarian at Ecole Reynolds Secondary, Richmond. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/BargainingAndContracts.aspx?id=4958&printPage=true,BCTF > BC Labour Relations Board Decision January 27, 2002, BCLRB No. B34/2002  	Bargaining and contracts  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Bargaining and Contracts > Bargaining Rights > LRB Decisions Note: You may experience problems printing this document in some versions of Netscape. This document has been provided to the BCTF in HTML format by the B.C. Labour Relations Board. The BCLRB posts decisions on a weekly basis in PDF format at http://www.lrb.bc.ca/decisions/. You may wish to access the PDF version of the decision for printing purposes. BCLRB No. B34/2002     BRITISH COLUMBIA LABOUR RELATIONS BOARD     ALL BOARDS, AS DEFINED IN THE SCHOOL ACT, IN THE PROVINCE REPRESENTED BY BRITISH COLUMBIA PUBLIC SCHOOL EMPLOYERS' ASSOCIATION   (the "BCPSEA")   -and-   BRITISH COLUMBIA TEACHERS' FEDERATION   (the "BCTF")   -and-   CANADIAN UNION OF PUBLIC EMPLOYEES, REGIONAL OFFICE ON BEHALF OF CERTAIN LOCALS   ("CUPE")     PANEL: Irene Holden, Associate Chair (Mediation) Lisa Hansen, Vice-Chair and Registrar Mark J. Brown, Vice-Chair   APPEARANCES: Judith C. Anderson, for BCPSEA Diane MacDonald, for BCTF Paul Tetrault, for CUPE   CASE NO.: 46340   DATE OF HEARING: January 27, 2002   DATE OF DECISION: January 27, 2002     DECISION OF THE BOARD     I.                     NATURE OF APPLICATION 1                     This decision relates to the designation of essential services under Section 72 of the Labour Relations Code with respect to Phase 2 of the BCTF job action, which involves the withdrawal of teachers from the classroom.  2                     The parties met in mediation on January 21 and 22, 2002.  Most issues were agreed upon by the parties.  In preparation for a hearing to adjudicate the outstanding issues, the Panel conducted a case management conference call on January 23, 2002.  The Panel had originally planned to conduct the hearing on January 25 and 28, 2002; however, the Government announced that it was recalling the legislature to deal with the dispute between the parties.  In a letter dated January 24, 2002, the Panel adjourned the hearing and invited submissions from the parties as to whether the essential service hearing was academic or moot given the potential legislation.  3                     The BCTF announced that it was planning a "day of protest" to take place on Monday, January 28, 2002 against the Government legislation.  The BCPSEA filed a Part 5 application, which is being heard by a different panel.  That hearing commenced on January 25, 2002.  4                     On January 25, 2002, the Panel advised the parties that the essential services hearing would convene on Sunday, January 27, 2002 at 11:00 a.m. if the Education Services Collective Agreement Act (the "legislation") was not proclaimed by that time.  The BCPSEA Part 5 application would continue to be heard at 1:00 p.m. on January 27, 2002.  However, if the legislation was proclaimed before then, the Part 5 application would continue at 11:00 a.m. on Sunday January 27, 2002.  5                     As of 11:00 a.m. on Sunday, January 27, 2002, the legislation was not proclaimed.  The Panel convened the essential services hearing.  After hearing argument from the parties on a number of issues, and given the need for an expedited decision, the Panel is issuing the following Interim Order having considered all the arguments.  II.                   DECISION 6                     We conclude that the BCTF has not given BCPSEA proper notice pursuant to the parties' protocol agreement.  7                     This Interim Order applies from the date of this decision to February 3, 2002, and does not set precedent for any future proceedings.  This Interim Order has no effect if the legislation establishes a collective agreement between the parties prior to any legal strike action.  8                     We emphasize that the provisions set out in italics were agreed upon by the parties in mediation.    INTERIM ESSENTIAL SERVICE ORDER RELATING TO PHASE 2 OF BCTF JOB ACTION     1.  Any strike activity beyond what is contemplated in Phase 1 and/or the withdrawal of extracurricular activities ("Phase 2 strike activity") will only commence after proper notice under the parties' protocol agreement has been served.    2.  There will be no withdrawal of instruction for four instructional days (the "designated days") during the week of January 28, 2002.  There may be the reduction of one instructional day (the "non-designated day") during the week of January 28, 2002, subject to proper notice pursuant to #1 above.   [We note that during mediation the BCPSEA proposed four designated days and one non-designated day per week; and the BCTF proposed two designated days and three non-designated days per week.]   3.  The normal timetable for each school shall be followed during the Phase 2 strike activity. The timetable shall be completed during the designated days. When a day in the timetable falls on a non-designated day, that day in the timetable shall apply to the next designated day, and so on.   4.  Any non-instructional days which occur during the Phase 2 strike activity shall be cancelled and not required to be rescheduled when the strike activity is terminated.   5.  All aspects of the educational programs will continue including services required for or included in the provision of educational programs for the designated days and all job duties will be performed by all employees as normal and at the same time as usual except as provided herein including as referred to in paragraph 15.   6.  There will be no pickets during designated days.   7.  Because there are no pickets during the designated days, support staff will work as normal on designated days. This includes normal or regularly scheduled hours outside of the instructional hours on the designated days.   8.  The non-designated day may be any day during the week of January 28, 2002, subject to proper notice pursuant to #1 above.    9.  If BCTF is in a legal strike position beyond February 3, 2002, the Panel will reconvene to set essential service levels for subsequent weeks.   10. The BCPSEA may apply, on behalf of any School District, for a variance of the number and timing of designated and non-designated days based on special circumstances.   11. The amount of instruction designated as essential at the commencement of Phase 2 strike activity may be varied by application to the Labour Relations Board. The variance may be an increase or decrease in the amount of instruction designated as essential as the length and duration of the strike activity continues and as the circumstances change during the Phase 2 strike activity.   12. Picketing on non-designated days will not impede the operation of other employers who occupy the same premises as the School Districts. Where a dispute arises, the Labour Relations Code process will apply to resolve the dispute.   13. Schools will be closed to students on non-designated days pursuant to the terms of this Order/Agreement.   14. Teachers shall organize, plan and deliver lessons and curriculum coverage based on the number of designated days in a manner designed to achieve the prescribed learning outcomes of each course/program.   15. Phase 1 and extracurricular activities withdrawal will continue during Phase 2 strike activity except for communication and collaboration with Administrative Officers which may be necessary for the organizing, planning and delivery of lessons and curriculum in fewer days than specified in the Ministry curriculum documents. In addition, where necessary teachers will assign and evaluate homework and assignments for non-designated days.   16. Specific designations of support staff will not be required except where support staff may be required on non-designated days to prevent immediate and serious danger to health, safety and welfare of students and others. Where a dispute arises, the Labour Relations Code process for designating essential services will apply to resolve the dispute.   17. Paragraph 13 of BCLRB No. B418/2001 will continue to apply:   Based on the arguments of the parties before me, I order that the administration and supervision of provincial examinations will continue to be provided by teachers subject to the Employer utilizing management and excluded staff to the best extent possible to replace teachers for these activities and subject to the Employer combining students taking the provincial examinations in a larger room, such as a gymnasium, to the best extent possible. LABOUR RELATIONS BOARD   "IRENE HOLDEN"     IRENE HOLDEN ASSOCIATE CHAIR (MEDIATION)   "LISA HANSEN"     LISA HANSEN VICE-CHAIR AND REGISTRAR   "MARK J. BROWN"     MARK J. BROWN VICE-CHAIR)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/BargainingAndContracts.aspx?id=23930&libID=23920&printPage=true,BCTF > Desperately seeking counselling  	Bargaining and contracts  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Bargaining & Collective Agreements > Bargaining 2011/12 > Research Roundup Desperately seeking counselling  School counsellors play an important role in ensuring every child has a chance to thrive. But a widening ratio of students to school counsellors means that counsellors face difficult challenges in giving children needed support. The Tyee in a recent article reports that school counsellor numbers decreased by 11.2% over the last 9 years. Prior to 2002 the maximum number of students per counsellor was 360.  However, in 2002 teacher-student staffing ratios were stripped from teachers’ contracts, including school counsellor staffing ratios. This means that today a counsellor’s load can be as many as1,200 students.  Even though the bills passed to make these changes were deemed unconstitutional by the BC Supreme Court, staffing ratios have not yet been put back into contracts. School counsellors are overstretched and their work has become reactive. UBC professor Lynn Miller says that: “A very significant part of your day is reacting to whatever the big problem is -- that day, that week, in that child's life -- rather than being proactive and preventive... we're trained to be thinking about preventive activities. So teaching kids skills of emotional regulation, making good decisions, friendship development, conflict resolution. These are very hard to plan when you're reacting to a death, a crisis, a divorce, a fight or suicide threats.” An article on the topic in the Tyee can be read here. thetyee.ca/News/2011/09/08/Fewer-Counsellors-BC/  Details on staffing can be found at bctf.ca/uploadedFiles/Public/Publications/Briefs/2011EdFundingBrief.pdf#p6.   )
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9988,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 4, March 2003 New teachers’ conference Over 150 new teachers and student teachers attended the New Teachers’ Conference in Vancouver, January 17–18, 2003. A number of new teachers shared their experiences and views with Teacher newsmagazine. “Who influenced you the most in your practicum or first year of teaching?” My mum! As a new teacher, I am fortunate to live with my mentor. My mother, Paula Campbell, is also a teacher in North Vancouver, and, needless to say, over the last few years, we have had many dinner-table "meetings" and brainstorming sessions. Paula has helped me to begin my teaching career in countless ways from sharing teaching strategies and lesson ideas, to even making me a lunch on days when I’ve been overwhelmed. – Emma Campbell, Sherwood Park Elementary School, North Vancouver   Dr. Gary Sinclair, former professor at UBC, taught me that in the long run you get back what you put in! – Damien Liu   My school associate, Vicky Nudds, guided me by modelling what an effective teacher looks like, and she challenged me by giving me the freedom to develop my own style as a teacher. I will always remember her dynamic authoritative presence in the classroom--something I am just starting to develop. Thanks to Vicky, I was well-prepared for the challenges of my first year of teaching. – Anita Lennox, Mackenzie Secondary School, Mackenzie Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2011/02/testing-and-teachable-moment.html,Staffroom Confidential: Testing and the "teachable moment" Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Monday, February 14, 2011 Testing and the "teachable moment" As a teacher watching the events unfold in Egypt and across the middle east I cannot help but think that we are witnessing a grand historical “teachable moment”. Only a few times in a lifespan do we see hundreds of thousands of ordinary people take to the streets to become the agents of historical change. What an incredible opportunity for teachers and schools to integrate history in the making into their lessons. What role do individuals play in making change to society? How do basic human rights, like freedom of assembly, impact a society? In what ways do countries adopt democratic rules? Live newsfeeds from Al Jezeera and CNN provide ready access to see up close the mood of a country in transition grappling with these very questions. Twitter feeds created to the minute updates on events on the ground. And yet it is ironic that these events took place during the same weeks that Grade 4 and 7 students in British Columbia were writing the Foundation Skills Assessment tests, and Grade 10, 11 and 12 students their first round of provincial exams. This means for many teachers, taking advantage of the teachable moment is not that easy. The time just isn't there. And so the second “teachable moment” that Egypt offers us is to reconsider the direction we take our schools with respect to standardized testing. Do we want to narrow the curriculum and focus learning for standardized tests? Or do we want to engage students in experiential learning that is relevant and meaningful to a changing world around us? The Foundation Skills Assessment (FSA) is administered to every Grade 4 and every Grade 7 student, every year. It takes about 4 ½ hours of testing time, but coupled with booking the computer lab, teaching students to use the computer entry forms, and making sure absent children are tested, the process typically happens over a two to three week period. The provincial exams are written by secondary school students in a variety of courses required for graduation. They contribute towards a student's final mark. Both the FSA results and provincial exam results are used in the Fraser Institute rankings published in the media every year. Social studies, history and geography are completely absent from the Foundation Skills Assessment. Teachers in Grades 4 and 7 may have felt compelled to focus on the areas these tests address during most of the month of January – reading, writing and mathematics. Similarly, secondary teachers may find it a challenge to take a few weeks away from the curriculum in Social Studies class and particularly in a Social Studies 11 class because of the final provincial exam. The exam topics for this course are fixed, and preparation for the exam often involves ensuring students are familiar with vocabulary and the mandated content for the exam. While teachers always strive to provide engaging and meaningful learning activities, it can be a challenge when students expect to be well prepared for a standardized test or provincial exam which has a fixed curriculum and a standard format for questions. Teachers do not set out to “teach to the test”, but the pressure for high test scores inevitably has an impact. This is a real shame, as the events currently unfolding provide a far more vivid and accessible history lesson than the pages of a textbook ever will. Teachers ought to have the freedom to pursue events and ideas that have particular currency when they arise. This is a critical feature of engaging students in meaningful learning. Supporters of the FSAs and provincial exams may respond that the tests do not really take so much time, and that teachers should simply not be prepping or focusing narrowly on the test subjects. But the logic of the testing and ranking makes that very difficult. Once a standardized test is in place, there is a lot of pressure over the test results. Students want to do well. Parents want their children to do well. Administrators want their school to do well. And the quickest, most reliable way to see an immediate gain in test scores is to focus on the test. This can leave precious little time to shift gears to current events. It is not only young people who should care about whether our teenagers spent the last few weeks prepping for a multiple choice exam instead of debating global issues. We all have an interest in ensuring that our schools and teachers are able to seize the opportunities of any "teachable moment". The current testing regime is an obstacle in their way. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 4:31 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest No comments: Post a Comment Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ▼  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ▼  February (12) Wisconsin: the return of trade unionism in the Uni... Five reasons school Trustees should support more l... Victoria schools open despite heavy snowfall and s... Maple Ridge School Board Chair speaks out in suppo... Smart phones for Principals...Is this 21st Century... Egyptian demonstrator shows solidarity with Wiscon... BC School District deficit roundup: How many more ... In labour news...will the HSA "vote no" campaign h... Testing and the "teachable moment" Greater Victoria Teachers' Association on Face to ... Victoria School District Wifi Committee refuses to... Do we need a slow school movement? ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7814,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 2, October 2004 Teachers celebrate return of democratic college Teachers are welcoming the return of a democratically elected council to govern the BC College of Teachers. Results of a mail-in ballot were announced September 15, 2004, and all 12 of the BCTF-endorsed candidates were either acclaimed or swept the elections in a record turnout. Teachers all over B.C. put their jobs on the line to uphold the principle of democratic professional self-governance. In May 2003, then-education minister Christy Clark changed the Teaching Profession Act, dismissed the democratically elected college councillors, and named political appointees to carry out her agenda. Clark’s move made ours the only professional group in B.C. without an elected majority on our professional organization. The Liberal government provoked a completely unnecessary dispute that created needless instability and damaged relationships in our schools. Because we were so united and determined to uphold our profession, we were successful, but not without a lot of effort and expense that should have gone into teaching and learning. We launched a vigorous protest campaign, including a constitutional challenge of the legislation. Almost 90% voted to withhold professional dues, even though it meant risking suspension from the college and potential loss of jobs. Instead, teachers submitted their annual $90 fees into the BCTF Democratic College Fund. The BCTF Executive Committee is recommending that the money in the BCTF Democratic College Fund be returned to individual members. In November, members will vote on that question and on whether to pay the 2004–05 fee. During their 15-month tenure, the appointed councillors made hundreds of sweeping changes to the college by-laws, some of which are deeply troubling to teachers. The college council must uphold the public interest in public education, but some of the changes clearly trampled on teachers’ professional and human rights. They’ve got to be re-examined. There now are 8 appointed and 12 elected members on the 20-member council. The first meeting of the democratic college will be October 1, 2004. BC College of Teachers’ Council BCTF-endorsed teacher members of the BC College of Teachers Council: Zone 1 North Coast Rena Neufeld, Nechako, Acclaimed, one-year term Zone 2 North Central Matt Pearce, Prince George Elected, two-year term Zone 3 South Central Dale Townsend, N.Okanagan-Shuswap Acclaimed, one-year term Zone 4 Kootenay Floyd Smith, Kootenay Columbia Elected, three-year term Zone 5 Okanagan John Grain, Central Okanagan Acclaimed, three-year term Zone 6 Upper Fraser Valley Mike Trask, Mission Acclaimed, three-year term Zone 7 Lower Fraser Valley Diane Gorton, Langley Acclaimed, two-year term Zone 8 Lower Mainland East Pat Dyer, New Westminster Acclaimed, one-year term Zone 9 Lower Mainland South Alice McQuade, Delta Acclaimed, two-year term Zone 10 Lower Mainland West Jim Gill, Vancouver Secondary Elected, one-year term Zone 11 South Coast Kit Krieger, West Vancouver Elected, three-year term Zone 12 Vancouver Island Richard Walker, Courtenay Elected, two-year term Eight members have been appointed to the BC College of Teachers’ Council by the B.C. Liberal government: Reggi Balabanov, immediate past president of the B.C. Confederation of Parent Advisory Councils. Deborah DeRose, a principal, who is a co-chair of the UBC First Nations education council and an advisor to the University College of the Cariboo. Timothy Dunford, a lawyer and former president of the Saanich District Parent Advisory Council. Dr. Ron Goddard, dean of education at Okanagan University College, in Kelowna. Goddard was recommended by the deans of the faculties of education and has an open-ended appointment. ;Peter Hobbs, a retired superintendent of schools for the Catholic Independent Schools on Vancouver Island. Robert Lindsay, a principal and former president of the British Columbia Principals’ and Vice-Principals’ Association. Mary Jo O’Keefe, the chair of the Vernon School Board. Judy Morgan, retired superintendent. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/DidYouKnow.aspx?id=30896,BCTF > Did You Know #5, March 2013  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Did You Know archives 2013–14  2012–13  2011-12    2010–11  2009–10     Home > Publications > Newsletters and Alerts > Did You Know > 2012-13 Archives Did You Know?  PDF format   Our Year of Provincial Action is closing in on the provincial election in May. The theme for April is Class size and Composition. Better Schools for BC – A plan for quality public education: http://bit.ly/12MnSv5   The BCTF will be back at the BC Supreme Court in Sept./Oct. still seeking a remedy for the legislation that removed class size, composition, and case loads from our collective agreement. In 2011, the legislation was deemed unconstitutional and invalid by the BC Supreme Court. The bargaining team has tabled language on class size and composition, and ratios for specialist services. These actions are happening as the new Ministry of Education class-size and composition reports for this school year, 2012–13 are released. While class sizes have improved somewhat with 1,363 classes over 30 being reported: class-size averages for Kindergarten, at 19.0, are the highest they have been since 2005–06, now that the class-size average limits have been removed from the School Act.  class-size averages for Grades 1–3 are also the highest in the last eight years at 21.1. there are now 14,885 classes, or 22.2% of the classes in the province, with more than three students with IEPs. This number has risen steadily every year since the Bill 33 limits were introduced. More than 1 in 5 classes in the province now contain more than three students with IEPs, and an astonishing 3,485 classes contain more than seven students with IEPs.  Link to provincial summary: http://bit.ly/VKnhHo   Link to the main page for provincial, district, and school reports: http://bit.ly/WWViTf   No. 5 – March 2013   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141003,www.facebook.com,https://www.facebook.com/BCTeachersFederation/photos/a.155733539654.113793.154450024654/10152701167404655/?type=1&relevant_count=1&_fb_noscript=1,Timeline Photos - BC Teachers' Federation (BCTF) | Facebook For a better experience on Facebook, enable JavaScript in your browser, or switch to our mobile site. Facebook logo Email or Phone Password Keep me logged in Forgot your password? Sign Up Timeline Photos Back to Album · BC Teachers' Federation (BCTF)'s Photos · BC Teachers' Federation (BCTF)'s Page Previous · Next      CancelDone Cropping Drag the corners of the box above to crop your new profile photo. Saving your new profile picture BC Teachers' Federation (BCTF) Tentative agreement reached between BCTF and BCPSEA as of 3:50 a.m. this morning. Details not being released at this time. Here is the BCTF provincial bargaining bargaining table and table officers at the Delta Airport Hotel during negotiations from Friday through early Tuesday morning. Album:Timeline Photos Shared with:Public  Open Photo ViewerDownloadMake Profile PictureEmbed Post Mobile Find Friends Badges People Pages Places Games Locations About Create Ad Create Page Developers Careers Privacy Cookies Terms Help Facebook © 2014 · English (US))
(20141007,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/bcedplan/status/424292735953432576,BC's Education Plan on Twitter: "JUST POSTED: Draft Arts Education curriculum. Pls share: http://t.co/oAej2sTVoT #bccurric #bced #bclearns #bcedchat" Twitter Search query Search Twitter Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Language: English Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Have an account? Sign in New to Twitter? Join Today » Sign In Phone, email or username Password Sign in Remember me Forgot password? Already using Twitter via text message? Follow Following Unfollow Blocked Unblock Pending Cancel BC's Education Plan ‏ @bcedplan Jan 17 JUST POSTED: Draft Arts Education curriculum. Pls share: http://ow.ly/sHvBI  #bccurric #bced #bclearns #bcedchat Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Retweets 22 Favorites 3 1:30 PM - 17 Jan 2014 Johnny Bevacqua ‏ @jvbevacqua Jan 17 RT @bcedplan: JUST POSTED: Draft Arts Education curriculum. Pls share: http://ow.ly/sHvBI  #bccurric #bced #bclearns #bcedchat #cisva Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Don’t miss any updates from BC's Education Plan © 2014 Twitter About Help Ads info Close Flag this media This has already been marked as containing sensitive content. Flag this as containing potentially illegal content. Submit Cancel Learn more about flagging media Dismiss Close Previous Next Close Go to a person's profile Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Close Retweet this to your followers? Cancel Retweet Close Are you sure you want to delete this Tweet? Cancel Delete Close Block Cancel Block Add a location to your Tweets When you tweet with a location, Twitter stores that location. You can switch location on/off before each Tweet and always have the option to delete your location history. Learn more Turn location on Not now Turn off location Close Profile summary Close Your lists Close Create a new list List name Description Under 100 characters, optional Privacy Public · Anyone can follow this list Private · Only you can access this list Save list Close Close Embed this Tweet Add this Tweet to your website by copying the code below. Learn more Hmm, there was a problem reaching the server. Try again? Include parent Tweet Include media Preview Close Sign up for Twitter Not on Twitter? Sign up, tune into the things you care about, and get updates as they happen. Have an account? Sign in » Close Two-way (sending and receiving) short codes: Country Code For customers of United States 40404 (any) Canada 21212 (any) United Kingdom 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM Haiti 40404 Digicel, Voila Ireland 51210 Vodafone, O2 India 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Indonesia 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » See SMS short codes for other countries Close Confirmation)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Foster parents are ordinary people engaged in extraordinary acts of kindness. Join the team! http://t.co/6jUkcsOp6V" @Teresa_Wat - 04:31pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media last tweet "" @ - 12:00am Follow @ last post "" facebook/ - Jan 1st Like Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9948&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 4, March 2003 10 new BCTF lesson aids 1 Great Canadian Political Cartoons: 1915 to 1945 by Charles and Cynthia Hou 238 p. ©2002. The years 1915 to 1945 represented a period of transition for Canada, as Britain's power and influence over her former colony declined and Canada's independence and ties to the United States increased. This transition was captured in a unique and often controversial way by some of Canada's finest cartoonists. Cartoons are succinct and to the point. Contains an index and bibliography. Grades 8–12. LA 2014—$39.95 The Art of Decoding Political Cartoons—A Teacher's Guide by Charles and Cynthia Hou, 71 p. LA 2013A—$14.95 2 Fun Phonics: LA 8076—Consonants, $14.95,  LA 8077—Short Vowels, $14.95, LA 8078–Long Vowels, $14.95, LA 8079—Blends and Digraphs, $14.95 produced by Creative Teaching Press, Inc. 34 p. ©1993. These illustrated resource books, with accompanying CD, include lively collections of poems, chants, songs, and accompanying activities. Engaging themes, colourful imagery, and game-like activities draw the students' attention to the components of spoken and written language. Young learners quickly master basic phonics skills as they sing, dance, and move to the lively songs. Motivating movement games and related hands-on activities reinforce learning. Children make meaningful phonetic associations in the context of familiar, engaging text. Song lyrics can be reproduced to make student copies. K–2 3 Celebrating Families, co-produced by The Critical Thinking Cooperative and B.C. Ministry of Education, 129 p. ©2002. The eight critical thinking challenges in this unit focus on recognizing and valuing the similarities and differences among families. Throughout the unit, students compile and create materials for inclusion in a family memory box. Activities include creating and presenting clues about family members to other students who try to guess the identity of the mystery family member, deciding which of their family memories are the most powerful, exploring the benefits of different-sized families, and planning key aspects of a culminating event to celebrate with their families what they have learned. (ISBN 0-84691-246-3) K–1. LA 8239—$13. 4 Explorers of Canada by Sonja E. Schild, 71 p. 2002. This book includes worksheets, maps, an evaluation form, an answer key, plus two colour pages called "Explorer Portraits" and "Explorer Ships." It is reproducible and suitable for elementary students, ESL students, home schooling and students with special needs. The pages can be used for teaching, reviewing or testing. They may be used consecutively or randomly at different age levels. The first half of the book teaches students the most important discoveries and achievements of the explorers by using maps, charts and illustrations. The second half of the book reinforces and tests students by using pictures, games, maps and word search puzzles to make it fun. Most of the pages have a section called Brainwork, which requires research by the students and encourages creative thinking and problem solving. Elementary. LA 9314—$24.95 5 The Aboriginals of the Pacific Northwest by Denny and Neil Hughes, 88 p. ©2002. This fully illustrated activity book, which includes reproducible black line masters and resource sheets, offers reading, writing, drama and art activities for classroom use. The text is information rich and examines historically the shelter, food, transportation and clothing of the coastal First Nations people. The book also examines society, culture and customs of the early Aboriginal people in depth, besides covering the belief systems, potlatches and art of the coastal peoples. The text also examines the tragic demise of the First Nations people after the arrival of European traders and settlers, and it looks sympathetically at First Nations displacement and current land claims. The text aims to develop higher cognitive skills in students, as it addresses ambivalent and complex social issues in an honest and straightforward way. Grades 4–6. LA 9315—$22.95 6 Build Your Own Programmable Lego® Submersible by Harry Bohm and Vickie Jensen 39 p. ©2001. This illustrated resource book for teachers, librarians and parents outlines how to construct a sea angel auv (autonomous underwater vehicle). Included in the book is a submersible description, how to get started information, and tools and a parts list required to build the project, all instructions on how to build the auv to testing the sea angel plus other information on storage, waterproofing, and a resources section. Recommended by the Ministry of Education. Grades 6 and up. LA 9561—$11.95 7 Salish Sea : Manuel de l'enseignant , Pêches et Océans Canada, Parcs Canada 108 p. ©2001. C'est un outil d'enseignement innovateur qui vise à transmettre à la prochaine génération de décideurs-nos enfants-divers messages portant sur la conservation des écosystèmes marins, au moyen de la musique. Ce manuel comprend un exemplaire du CD Salish Sea, mettant en vedette l'auteure-compositrice-interprète Holly Arntzen, accompagnée de chorales du district scolaire de Saanich, sur l'île de Vancouver. Ce manuel contient plus de 75 illustrations incluant 10 originaux pleine page qu'on peut imprimer ou utiliser comme acétates. Contient plus de 70 activités correspondants aux trousses de ressources intégrées du ministère de l'Éducation de la C.-B. "NEW" Enfants de la maternelle à la 7ième année. LA FS68—$30 8 Reading, Writing and Rising Up: Teaching about Social Justice and the Power of the Written Word by Linda Christensen, 110 p. ©2000. This book is a Rethinking Schools Publication, a Wisconsin non-profit educational publisher of books, booklets, and a quarterly journal on school reform, with a focus on issues of equity and social justice. The author is a veteran inner-city school teacher, and this book captures her vision and dedication to teaching disadvantaged high school students. Her style and stories underscore her belief that teaching literacy can be a genuinely empowering experience. The book is filled with wonderful samples of student writing from her classes. Grades 8-12. LA 1001—$20.95 9 Marine and Aquatic Educators' Guide produced by Fisheries and Oceans Canada and Parks Canada, 49p. ©2001. A 1997 review of existing marine conservation learning resources to determine if any met the key concepts identified as priority educational messages by the department. The results of the review have been summarized in this guide as a service to teachers who are often seeking educational materials related to aquatic conservation. The online guide can be accessed at www.pac.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/oceans/ outreach/maergfinal.fpd and www. stewardshipcentre.bc.ca by using a key word search. For teachers. LA S70—$15 10 Not So Scary Science produced by Engaging Science, a joint venture of the H.R. Macmillan Space Centre, Science World B.C. and the Vancouver Aquarium Marine Science Centre. 34 p. ©2001. In this unit a multiplicity of sensory observations is used to have the teacher delve into a series of activities for the classroom that will have students applying the skills used by biologists to develop an understanding of the natural world. Activities include finding the hidden key to treasure, how tall is that tree and how old is that forest?, plot study, critter corner, and food web drawing. K-7. LA 9537—$11. For a complete listing of over 9000 BCTF Lesson Aids, consult the cataloque in your school library or the Lesson Aids online catalogue. www.bctf.ca/LessonAids To order any of the above lesson aids enclose a cheque payable to the BCTF or authorized purchase order to BCTF Lesson Aids Service 100–550 West 6th Avenue, Vancouver, BC V5Z 4P2. GST and postage/handling are included in the prices. Orders are sent by return mail. Check out the web site for the B.C. Association of Learning Materials and Educational Representatives at www.bcalmer.ca for a source for contacts for many curriculum resources and information. Notice BCTF Lesson Aids are primarily intended to provide support for teachers in the development and teaching of units and lessons. They are not "school materials" as described by the February 12, 2002, Representative Assembly. The RA motion covers the purchase of materials that should be the responsibility of a school district. Those would include materials used by students such as class sets of books, paper, drawing materials or other stationery supplies. Resources such as those provided by the Lesson Aids Service of the BCTF, which are of assistance to teachers in their preparation for teaching are not covered by the motion. We encourage members to continue to share materials, lesson aids, and resources with one another.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7972,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 5, March 2005 One teacher’s wish list by Jennie Boulanger Each September brings new students and new challenges. That’s part of what keeps me in teaching and loving it. I’m learning more each day and that’s good for everyone: my students and me. But, I wish for some things. I wish my school had a teacher aide to help me with the clerical jobs I now must do. Our district cut our teacher aide to save money. I wish my school had a photocopier that didn’t break down on a regular basis. It’s old and would prefer to be handled by only a few, trained people, like a teacher aide and a secretary, not a myriad of staff rushing off to their classes. Our district can’t afford new copiers for all of the schools that need them. I wish I had more time to plan and prepare better lessons, rather than be rushed out of the school because the building is being locked up earlier than ever before. Our district can’t afford to have custodians for as many hours as before. I wish I had maps and atlases that don’t have U.S.S.R. still on them, and DO have Nunavit and Iqualuit on them. Our district can’t afford to update all our resources in a timely fashion any more. I wish that my students had adequate access to educational assistants, a counsellor, ESL teachers, learning assistance teachers, a teacher-librarian, and a gifted-program teacher. Our district can no longer afford to provide those services to students. I wish that my school had more new library books. Our district can’t afford to allocate as much money toward purchasing library books any more. My wish list grows longer, but wishing is not enough for my students right now. The parents, the (remaining) staff, and I fill in as best we can. My biggest wish is that I could get rid of the underlying sadness that it’s just not enough. Our kids deserve better. Jennie Boulanger teaches at Rosser Elementary School, Burnaby. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=31025&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2013   Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 26, Number 2, October 2013     Classified advertising  TRAVEL/VACATION  SOUTH OF FRANCE villa in lively, lovely market town of Limoux. 4 bdrms. 2 bath. Sleeps 8. All mod cons. Near lake and river swimming and historic Carcassonne. Great rates. Deep discounts for long-term, off-season. www.southoffrancerental.com  FRANCE Ultimate vacations, privately owned, beautiful furn. 1 bdrm. central Paris. Wkly/mthly. 604-738-1876, 604-879-4936, irene.roland@gmail.com www.ultimateparis.com  MAUI, KIHEI Privately owned, fully furn. 2 bdrm, 2 bath condo, across from Kamaole Beaches. Great complex, Great location. 250-598-6955. FRANCE Alsace and Vosges Mountains, 3 bdrm. heritage house on wine route, furnished, modern kitchen, 45 min. from Germany, 35 min. from Switzerland. C$550/wk., mano936@gmail.com  ENGLAND The Cotswolds, cottage suitable for two people. Gorgeous, country walks and history at your doorstep. Email: lynette@coulter.plus.com  PUERTO VALLARTA Bright, clean, quiet, 1 bdrm., 2 blks from beach, downtown, $350/wk., $895/mo. (May-Oct.), $1,395/mo. (Nov.–April). 604-608-4268, dbemc@hotmail.com  GULF ISLANDS Deluxe waterfront cottage, 1 bd./sleeps 4, winter and summer rates, call Alma 250-629-3008, www.ainsliepointcottage.com  FRANCE Alsace wineroute near Strasbourg, large 2 bdrm. apartment. Balcony overlooking river, beamed ceilings, much charm. Contact morrow.gr@gmail.com  GREECE charming, 1 bdrm. apartment on Mediterranean Sea. Fully equipped, including air conditioning. Contact morrow.gr@gmail.com  BAJA San Jose Del Cabo Mexico: Privately owned, fully furnished 1 bdrm. condo on the Punta Sur Golf Course (6th tee) Ocean view. Wkly/mtly. 604-626-8523, eleanoreelton@gmail.com or VRBO #461431 for pics. PUERTO VALLARTA 2 bdrm. condo rental, bfoog13@hotmail.com  MAUI Great S Kihei location, 1 bdrm. with ocean view, across from great beachs. For more information 209-599-5248 or www.maui342.com   WHISTLER Townhouse, sleeps 6, fully equip. 604-925-7669 or Gary 604-669-7212. WATERFRONT CONDO Birch Bay, WA. 2 bdrm., 2 bath, for week or weekend rentals. Complex has indoor pool, hot tub, games room. $150/night or $900/wk (plus $50 cln. fee) birchbayrentals.com or call Teresa 604-831-4080. TRAVEL Let the Adventure Travel Company help you plan your dream vacation. Flights, insurance, accommodation, packages, tailored or group trips—we do it all! 604-659-2887 vancouver@atcadventure.com   MAUI beautifully renovated 2 bdrm, 2 bath loft in great Kihei location, close to all amenities and steps to the beach. For more info: www.vrbo.com/3491485ha or gonetomaui@telus.net  FOR RENT/EXCHANGE  VANCOUVER Clean, bright, quiet, centrally located condos at Robson & Bute, 1 bdrm. weekly/monthly rates. 604-608-4268, dbemc@hotmail.com  VANCOUVER ISLAND HOUSE $1,000/mo. Beautiful ocean view, level entry, on a quiet acreage in the country. 2 bdrms both with large closets. Fridge, stove. Storage room, washer, dryer in basement. Ample parking for boat or RV. Close to beaches and boat launch. In "Sunny Saltair," Ladysmith. Teacher landlord looking for teacher, retired or not, to enjoy the place! Contact saltairsound@gmail.com   VANCOUVER Beautifully furnished, 1 bdrm. West End apartment for rent. $99/night. bboudreau817@gmail.com  COQUITLAM. Brand new condo, Grand Central in Coquitlam. Beautiful modern interior, granite counter tops, stainless steel appliances, in-suite washer & dryer. secured parking & storage are included in $1250/mo. Contact himiyamani@shaw.ca  MISCELLANEOUS  SCHOOL TATOOS temporary tattoos printed with your school’s art. 1000 Tattoos $129, Free Graphic Service and Free Tattoo Proof. Website: www.schooltattoos.ca, E-mail: info@schooltattoos.ca or call (613) 567-2636. VOICE LESSONS White Rock area. Ivy Charyna, SD#36 Music and Drama teacher. ivycharyna@gmail.com 604-817-7174. TEACHERS’ TUTORING SERVICE is looking for qualified high school teachers for one-to-one in-home tutoring in all areas of Metro Vancouver. Teachers must be BC Ministry of Education certified. For more information and to apply online, visit our "Join Our Service" page at www.tutor.bc.ca. TTS is a non-profit society. VARIETY–THE CHILDREN’S CHARITY Working with children is your passion. Leaving a legacy to Variety in your Will for BC’s kids is your gift of a lifetime. There are estate planning benefits too. Contact Peter Chipman or Paul Spelliscy for information. Toll free 310-KIDS (5437) or 604-320-0505 or e-mail peter.chipman@variety.bc.ca  PSYCHOLOGICAL ASSISTANCE. Drs. Peter Williamson and Robert Wilson, registered psychologists, are seeking referrals from professionals who are experiencing personal or work-related distress. We specialize in relationship problems, depression and anxiety and have a long history of working with educators. For details on our backgrounds, please visit www.rfwilsonpsychologist.com, or www.couples911.org, or referrals can be made directly by calling 604-341-3741 (Dr. Williamson) or 604-831-7792 (Dr. Wilson). LOVE HORNBY? Prefer sharing costs? 1/3 ownership opportunity in a lovely 3 bdrm. house, 1 1/2 blk. from Galleon Beach with two teachers as partners. Only $129,000. Contact Coast Realty Hornby, 1-888-335-1720. TILING & PAINTING. Want to get the job done right? Call Vito. Glass and slate specialist. Indoor, outdoor painting. Serving the Vancouver area since 1996. Call 604-831-4013 or www.tile-rific.ca PENSION QUESTIONS? Ask Arnie – now retired and available for expert, personal, one-to-one consultation including pension estimates, options, bridge, CPP/OAS, and pension splitting. Reasonable rates. Call Arnie Lambert at 604-354-5624 or e-mail arnielambert@shaw.ca   )
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8120,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 7, May/June 2005 Classified Advertising TRAVEL/VACATION LONG BEACH. Furn. 2 bd. suite, sleeps 6. Pets okay. Near Ucluelet, 10 min. drive from Pacific Rim Park. 250-726-2311, www.island.net/~s-kayak FRANCE. Ultimate vacations, privately owned, beautiful furn. 1 bd. central Paris. Provence lovely furn. house close to Avignon. Wkly/ mthly. 604-738-1876, 604-298-3904, iroland@uniserve.com GALIANO ISLAND. Warm hospitality in beautiful architect designed house, 3 bd., self-accom. or BnB. 250-539-9863, www.cedarplace.com/jasmine WHISTLER Alta Lake, waterfront, 1 bd. condo, sleeps 4, 1 km to village, FP, TV/VCR/ DVD. summer/winter rates, 604-298-2070. KIHEI, MAUI. Large selection of fully equipped condos. Great beaches. Near shopping centre. Call Alf 604-291-1751, F: 604-291-9773, kihei@telus.net. SUNSHINE COAST (Halfmoon Bay) cozy cedar cottage, sleeps 4-6, fantastic ocean view, F/P, BBQ. Call 604-885-7606 or www.blackberrycottagebc.com QUEEN CHARLOTTE ISLANDS. Fabulous "mothership" kayaking, wilderness adventure, unforgettable experiences. www.island.net/ ~archipel or 1-888-559-8317. MAUI. Privately owned, beautiful fully furn. 2 bd., 2 bath condo across from Kamaole beaches. Great complex, Great location. 250-598-6955, F: 250-598-6965. MAUI KAMAOLE. Steps to Wailea and Kamaole Beach, fully equip. 1 bd., 2 baths, 2 pools, tennis, private garden. Suit 2 couples or family of 4. Owner rental. Evelyn 604-738-9295. tikkunyoga@shaw.ca WHISTLER GETAWAY. Pinecrest Estates, 5 bd., 1400 sq.ft. cabin, sauna, deck with BBQ, fully-equip. kitchen, DW, WD, wood stove (wood provided). Rates from $175/nt. (seasonal) glush@shaw.ca or 604-936-3346. WHISTLER Creekside townhouse for rent. Sleeps 8, 2 baths, view of Alpha Lake. 604-535-3447. HOME AWAY FROM HOME Beautiful Lake Okanagan View Homes, available by the week. 250-494-0872. BLACKCOMB Luxury 2 bd/loft, 3 bath, sleeps 7, ski-in, ski-out, 604-940-0156. WHISTLER 1 bd. condo (Whistler Creekside) sleeps 4, F/P, hot tub, swimming pool, sauna, kitchen fully equipped, u/ground parking, close to lift and stores. Call Jan or John at 604-530-0958. QUALICUM BEACH Dandelion Cottage. offers 1 bd., full kitchen, cozy and comfortable private suite. A great getaway, close to the beach in summer, skiing in winter. Very affordable. 250-752-5127. www.geocities. com/dandelioncottageca/ QUADRA ISLAND W/F cottage rental, summer 2005. Also varied other accommodations. 1-800-661-9441. GABRIOLA COTTAGE Private, 2 bd., sleeps 6, kitchen, yard, sandy beach access, ideal for young children, N/P, N/S, $775/ wk. 250-247-9883, e-mail boysen@shaw.ca, www.gabriolacottage.netfirms.com. CYCLE FRANCE 7-day cycling tours of southwest France and Dordogne River valley. Visit prehistoric caves, Roman ruins, medieval castles. Linguistic and cultural immersion. Enthusiastic BC teacher is your guide. 4 tours in July and August 2005. Incl. all meals, visits, bicycles, 7 nights accom. in Roque-Gageac, France. More details at www.div3.ca or contact Jon at jcpreston@shaw.ca. FRANCE FRANCE FRANCE Holiday rental. Renovated 2 bd. houses in ancient vineyard village, SW France. Great walking, cycling, food, wine. $630 CDN/wk. per family unit. E-mail: mjcapper@hotmail.com. Visit www.users.bigpond.com/scapper/france. WHISTLER Village North, 2 bd. deluxe townhome. View at www.whistler vacationhome.ca, 604-531-6847. CRAB COVE B&B Pristine oceanfront property on Holberg Inlet; kayaking, hiking, fishing, bear, whale and boat tours. Art lessons on request. Mary Park: 250-949-8181, gmpark@island.net, www.bcbbonly.com EDUCATORS B&B TRAVEL NETWORK $34 a night for 2! 6,000 B&B’s Worldwide. Educators hosting educators since 1986. "Great experience!" Jim and Avril #11744, Prince George, BC. See our complete membership directory and join online at www. educatorstravel.com. Write: Box 5279, Eugene, OR 97405 or call 800-377-3480. Fun, friends, and adventure with fellow educators! SUNSHINE COAST Powell River. Fully furn. 2 bd. log house. W/D. Located behind owners house on walkon waterfront lot in beautiful sandy Douglas Bay. Quiet and peaceful. Pets welcome. Avail. June, July & Sept. $420/wk. Call Barb 604-487-0320. SW FRANCE Charente, chambre d’hotes, peaceful countryside, wonderful for hiking/ cycling; located outside Aubeterre-sur-dronne, one of France’s "prettiest villages." Contact cotswold@coulter.plus.com ENGLAND Cotswold Cottage: www.cotswoldholidaylets.co.uk QUADRA ISLAND Hike, bike, kayak year-round on our beautiful west coast island. From cozy cabins in the woods to luxury waterfront homes. www.quadraislandvacation rentals.com, 1-800-435-2556. SAVARY ISLAND 2 bd. deluxe waterview duplex, 100 level yards to sandy beach. N/P. Avail. June-Sept. from $500/wk. 250-248-9215. Web: www.vanislenet.net/savary PARKSVILLE BAY WATERFRONT Private cabin: panoramic view, 1 blk to town. N/P. Avail. July/Aug. from $550/wk. 250-248-9215. Web: www.vanislenet.net/maxwell SUNSHINE COAST 3 bd., 2 bath waterfront cottage, private, safe beach, close to Sechelt, biking/hiking, kayaking. Great getaway for families or singles. $700/wk. 604-932-5677, d&dunn@telus.net DETOUR COLONIAL MEXICO Explore retirement opportunities in San Miguel in July. Celebrate the Day of the Dead in Oaxaca. Oct. 29—Nov. 4/05. Small groups and memorable experiences. www.detours.biz, 604-733-8242. WHISTLER Condo. Sleeps 4, views, close to village, all amenities. 604-943-9423. SALTSPRING waterfront home, 2300 sq.ft. fully equipped, 3 bd., $1200/wk. jmoliver@telus.net, 604-942-7321. OKANAGAN-SHUSWAP VACATIONS Spacious travel and tent trailers available for rent. sunrvrentals.com, ph/fax 250-546-8921. SUNDRENCHED VACATIONS in Provence France. Newly renovated, privately owned cottage in the heart of the French countryside. Secluded and yet near all amenities, approx. 40 km north of St. Tropez. Sleeps 6, wkly/mthly rates. 604-675-9878 or marjie23@hotmail.com. SHUSWAP LAKE semi-waterfront trailer for weekly rent. July 4 through Sept. 11. Beach, dock, deck, BBQ. Sleeps 2 (4). Near golf course and boat marina. $400/wk. 604-536-8647. UNESCO PRAGUE 1-2 wk. tour/paint/ photo/rent with Czechcanadian artist/ teacher/guide. Discover castles, vineyards, spas, breweries, caves, mines in July-Sept. 8 people max. Yearound rent central beautifully furn. 1 bd., sleeps 5, jacuzzi, balcony. 604-929-5414, www. laniportfolio.com, www.vetrovastudio.com GABRIOLA ISLAND Furn. 1 bd. cottage. Rent by week or 1/2 week. Summer 2005, near ferry and beach. N/P. 250-247-9576. SUNSHINE COAST waterfront cottage, fully equip., sleeps 4, F/P, BBQ, W/D, 604-885-1921, email: twolees@dccnet.com WHISTLER RETREAT 4 bd. family cabin with great view in quiet Emerald Estates. Fully furn. and equip., min. from sports complex, 5 miles to village, reasonable rates. Call Mary 604-942-7071. WHISTLER 2 condos on Alta Lake. Great family area, 10 min. from village N, swimming, cycling, golfing. 2 bd., 2 storey, sleeps 6, $100/nt., $600/wk. 1 bd., 2 storey, sleeps 4, $75/nt., $450/wk. Combination of these fully equipped condos possible. 2 nt. min. 604-988-8231, Fax 604-988-1022. AT RESTAWHILE B&B in Surrey near Hwy1. Gracious home, park-like setting, pool, hot tub, 2 dble rooms, 1 single. Internet. Families welcome. Owner/operator retired teachers. Educator rates available. Visit us at www.atrestawhile.com or call 604-589-9679 or 604-857-9679. WATERFRONT COTTAGES fabulous privately owned. Call GREAT SPOTS! 604-526-5900. www.greatspots.com PARKSVILLE Rathtrevor Beach, ground floor, oceanfront condo, sandy beach, fully furn., spectacular views, golf, trails. 250-949-6702. COMOX VALLEY Vancouver Island executive house on 1 wooded acre, July 9 to Aug. 30, walk to Crown Isle, 5 min. drive to downtown Comox. Utilities only in exchange for looking after blind cat and older dog, no children, no pets, 250-339-0362, e-mail: iwoolman@shaw.ca COOMBS' HOLIDAY COUNTRY Enjoy Cameron Lake on Vancouver Island (enroute to Long Beach, Pacific Rim and adjacent to Parksville and Qualicum Beach). Comfortable fully-equipped cottages in forested retreat, sleep 6, sundecks with BBQ, overlooking sandy beach. Seasonal and specialty rates avail. 250-248-6655. SHUSWAP LAKE vacation home rentals across road from beach/park. www. shuswapvacations.ca or 604-309-6102. OKANAGAN cabin for rent close to lake, newly built, sleeps 8, fully equipped kitchen, deck. Inquire 250-550-3000. GRANADA, NICARAGUA Discover this beautiful Spanish colonial city and little known country. B & B run by retired BC teacher. For information contact carolannrea@hotmail.com SUMMERLAND log studio suite, close to beaches, self contained, queen log bed, sofa bed, tv, f/p, bbq, w/d, patio under grape arbor. $560/wk. Photos. pepperdines@ shaw.ca, 250-494-9809. ADVENTURES FOR WOMEN ONLY in Wells Gray and Bowron Lakes Provincial parks. Renew! Retreat! Relax! www.go-outdoors.ca, 250-674-0204. SHUSWAP LAKE waterfront retreat for 2-4. $700/wk. Washer/dryer. 250-835-4662 OKANAGAN LAKESIDE home by week, June to Oct. Large deck & dock. Phone 604-937-3095, e-mail c_jordan@shaw.ca DETOUR COLONIAL MEXICO on your own SELF GUIDED tours to San Miguel, Guanajuato and Oaxaca. www.detours.biz, 604-733-8242. SILVER STAR mountain chalets and suites. Luxurious ski in/out accommodation. Private hot tubs, fully equipped kitchens, gas F/P. Avail. year round www.alpinechaletrental.com or pmmunroe@shaw.ca OCEANFRONT HOME Parksville, BC. To view www.members.shaw.ca/qoughan, $1400/wk., monthly neg. 250-468-5243. QUADRA ISLAND beautiful new studio cottage, kitchenette, bath, sleeps two. $65/nt. 250-285-3387, www3.telus.net/ aboveallcottage/ SUNSHINE COAST Pender Harbour. Clean, cozy 1 bd. oceanfront suite in heritage home. Good dock. Fishing, kayaking, hiking, Skookumchuck Rapids. N/S, N/P. $500/wk., $80/nt. Susan 604-467-3978, susanwalker@telus.net GYRO BEACH Kelowna. Walk to lake, restaurants, shopping. Comfortable 2 bd. house. Yard, patio, pet friendly. N/S. July/Aug. $1200/wk. Longer stay discounts. Max. occupancy four. 250-869-0955. kr_431@hotmail.com PALM BEACH Powell River. Fully furn. home on walk-on sandy beach. 2 bd. and den. July/Aug. $200/nt., May/June/Sept. $175/nt. W/D, F/P, N/S, N/P. spiderfly222@hotmail. com or 604-464-0190 for details. SUNSHINE COAST S. of Lund, waterfront, 3 bd. furn. home, avail. July 4-11, 11-18, Aug. 29-Sept. 5. $800/wk. 250-338-1947. http://members.shaw.ca/kennedy-macneill/ CULTUS LAKE 3 bd. cottage, 150 ft. to lake. N/P, N/S, avail. April-Aug. 31, $700/wk. or monthly neg. 604-464-2890 or delia_cooper@telus.net MAYNE ISLAND Sunny retreat, 2 bd. & loft, fully equipped, N/S, 1 blk. from Dinner Bay Park. 604-264-1855 or 604-838-5995. HORNBY ISLAND 2 bd. "Lakatoro" cabin, weekly rental, July/Aug. members.shaw.ca/ scombs/cabin.html ROBERTS CREEK Beautiful waterfront heritage home. 4 bd. Close to restaurants, stores, sandy beach! Sleeps 8 to 10, BBQ, VCR/TV. Call 604-885-7775, smcgillivray@dccnet.com MAYNE ISLAND suite. 5 min. walk to Japanese Gardens Dinner Bay Community Park. Large south facing veranda. N/S, N/P, 604-847-0807 or 250-539-3412. TOFINO located on magnificant Clayoquot Sound, Cannery Retreat is an attractive, adult oriented, fully equipped 1 bd. loft condo with fireplace. Sleeps 4. Steps from restaurants, galleries, shops, kayaking, whale watching, wilderness photography, hiking, and more. N/S. N/P. Minimum 2 days. 1-888-492-6662 www.victoriabc.com/accom/cannery.html SHUSWAP LAKE Cabin, sleeps 4-6, lakeview, wkly rental June-Sept. 604-525-9558. LAKE ERROCH cozy cottage, 1.5 hr from Vancouver, 30 min. from Harrison. sleeps 4-6, golf, hike, fish nearby. 604-525-9558. LEARN TO SAIL this summer. Special offer for teachers. Details on web site. http://users.koakonnect.com/erichameister SUNSHINE COAST (Lower Gibsons). Large 3 bd., 3 bath., furn. home, view, min. to beaches. Avail. wkly or for July and/or Aug. Photos avail. 1-604-886-2417. gwalker@dccnet.com FLY FISHING lessons & Wilderness Lodge Retreats, Fort St. James BC. Digital photography workshops, wildlife photography, canoeing and more. Great meals, private cabins and good fun. 3 hr. drive from Pr. George. Summer special $345 pp for 3 days. Call Frank 250-649-0340, www.wildtrout.ca SUNSHINE COAST Gibsons, 2 bd. oceanview house avail. June-Sept. $400/wk. 250-803-1533. nicholson-credo@hotmail.com KELOWNA basement room, kitchen & bath-room. Towels/linen provided. Clean, comfortable, outside entrance, Weekly rental, July-Aug. $150/wk. Mon.-Sun. Check in/out time 11:00 a.m. Ph/fax: 250-763-7918, e-mail: paritha@shaw.ca MOON DANCE CABIN on Oyster Bay, Sunshine Coast, Restful, relaxing, romantic, waterfront. 3 day min., weekly rentals, www. moondancecabin.com, info@moondance cabin.com, Brent 604-841-5806. PARKSVILLE 3 bd., totally equipped, near everything. N/P, Avail. July & Aug. 250-248-6910. WHISTLER. Luxury condo, pool, hot tubs close to Lost Lake and village. Great summer deals. www.at-blackcomb.com, 604-929-6589. PENDER ISLAND. Private, 2 bd. cottage, sleeps 6. New roof, skylights, paint. Near 3 beaches. $650/wk. rhyde@shaw.ca, 604-859-6740. POWELL RIVER. Fully furn. cozy vacation home, W/D, D/W, canoe, mountain bikes. Located at Douglas Bay. Beautiful/safe/sandy beach. Daily/wkly/mthly rates. 604-414-3864 or sjepson@shaw.ca PENDER ISLAND Cabin, comfy, reasonable, 05-09, 604-943-5325. MAUI, S. KIHEI. Very large 1 bd., 2 bath, 2 lanais, private garden setting, beautifully furn. Pools and tennis. Easy walk to Kam. and Wailea beaches. 604-924-5076. SALTSPRING ISLAND. "Ocean Cottage," 1 bd., waterfront on a beautiful beach, 5 min. from Ganges. Now available for longer stays. Compare a 2-week visit elsewhere on the island, with 1 month at Ocean Cottage. Set up a "home base" for summer, or share with family members. Fully furn. and equipped: $2,800/mo., 2 to 4 people. Call 250-537-5050, or e-mail oceancottage@saltspring.com HEFFLEY LAKE Summer cabin. Good fishing and water play. 15 min. to SunPeaks, golfing and fine dining. Sleeps 6, hotwater, electric stove. Weekly and weekend rates. jfornelli@sd73.bc.ca PENTICTON vacation home for rent July/Aug. 5 bd., 3 bath, hot tub, 5 min. to beaches, winery route, watersports. Educator rate $1500/wk. nadgav@yahoo.com, 250-770-3205. DREAM OF A GULF ISLAND VACATION? Unwind in one of our private waterfront homes or forest cottages. 1-888-848-2231, www.globalhavens.com SILVA BAY, GABRIOLA ISLAND waterfront 4 bd. home on 1 acre. 2 bath, fully equipped kitchen, 1500 sq.ft. deck, 70 ft. private wharf. Lots of islands to explore. 604-948-0070, cell 604-764-2033. DENMAN ISLAND Share attractive beach cabin on alternate basis. 250-285-3790. OSPREY LAKE Cozy home, 42 km. E of Princeton, 2 bd., 2 bath, all amenities, safe swimming, no speed boats, 3 min. walk to TransCanada Trail. 1 pet with permission. $650/wk., $100/nt., min. 2 nt. stay. Contact 604-438-9497, mgreiner@shaw.ca WATERFRONT LOG CABIN Texada Island, hot tub, F/P, tv/vcr/dvd/stereo. 2 bd. (queen & single)+ loft (double). Max 6 persons. Beautiful sunsets, sandcastles and sea life. Hike, bike or golf. 10 BC Ferries daily. N/P, N/S, Sept—June $750/wk, July—Aug. 950/wk. 604-886-0548, www.sanddollarlogcabin. com, email: sanddollar@uniserve.com. WANTED: LAKEFRONT CABIN Family of 4 would like to rent a BC Interior lakefront cabin or lot for 1 wk. before but not including the August long weekend. udwright@telus.net SAKINAW LAKE Pender Harbour, waterfront cabin for rent by the week. July 1—8, Aug. 6—13, Aug. 13—20, Aug. 20—27. Further info call 604-988-0242. MAYNE ISLAND New, architecturally designed, waterfront home avail. this summer. 3 bd. cottage or studio. Stunning view with secluded sandy beach. Lisa 604-584-5423, melalisa@shaw.ca BIG ISLAND OF HAWAII 2-bd.condo. See www.vrbo.com/46259 for details. VICTORIA GET-AWAY Nestled between downtown and Cook Street village, facing Beacon Hill Park. Fully equipped 1 bd. condo for the price of a motel room. 1 wk. min. www3.telus.net/victoriacondo/ or 250-385-6305. PENTICTON new townouse, overlooks beach, park, 2 bd. all/part August. 250-490-3383, angelalewis51@hotmail.com FOR RENT/EXCHANGE KITS CONDO 1 bd., condo near beach, fully furn., avail. immediately until July 31. 604-737-7181. UVIC AREA Furn. room, private bath, shared kitchen, quiet. $450/mo. 250-721-4960. KELOWNA 2 bd. fully furn. condo. Avail. May—Aug. 8 min. from North Campus, UBC Okanagan. Contact dingersdad@hotmail.com KITSILANO HOUSE Avail. July 1—Nov. fully furn. 3 bd., den, 2 bath, W/D, D/W, 10 min. to UBC & downtown. Close to bus stop. $1400/ mo. 604-738-1876, iroland@uniserve.com NEW WESTMINSTER house, 3 bd., 3 bath, close to SFU, skytrain, community, rec., pool, parks, shopping. Avail. July and Aug. 604-525-6731, drickbeil@hotmail.com VICTORIA 4 bd., character house in Oak Bay. Avail. July 1—29. $1000/wk. (less $ for longer). 250-384-3499, want@shaw.ca WANTED TO RENT house/condo in the Vernon area for 2-4 wks. (July 17-Aug. 13). Partially retired couple with grandkids, pet. Contact Sharon 250-564-3492 or Jeremy jeregreenfield@telus.net. WHITE ROCK. Private 1 bd. fully furn. suite plus sofabed located right above W.R. pier. Steps to promenade and beach. $70/nt 604-542-9296, ggreveling@shaw.ca NANAIMO North, furn. 3 bd. Sept. to Dec. 250-756-4054. VANCOUVER newly renovated furn. studio apt. in West End. 3 blk. from Stanley Park and English Bay. May 1-June 30 (wkly rates) and July 1-Aug. 12 (summer sublet). 250-447-6393. VICTORIA contemporary 3 bd., 2 bath, garden duplex. Excellent central location. July 1—30. NS/NP. $1350. 250-592-4563. CRESCENT BEACH cottage, South Surrey, Avail. Sept. 1/05 to June 30/06. 2 bd., large fenced yard, 2 blks from beach, N/S. $1100/mo. Ideal for young teachers! Susanna 604-853-5415. BED & BREAKFAST Port Moody, water view, ensuite, on bus route, $40/day. 604-936-9806 (days), 604-469-1254 (after 8 pm) VANCOUVER False Creek, 1 bd. fully equipped condo, hwd. floors, quiet, sublet July and Aug. Photos avail. 1-604-886-2417, gwalker@dccnet.com PARKSVILLE 3 bd., 2 bath, immaculate house for rent. close to beach, shopping and schools. Avail. late Aug. or beginning Sept. $1000/mo. Phone 604-274-0902. GABRIOLA ISLAND winter rental, 5 ac. tranquil hideaway,1900 sq.ft., fully furnished and equipped, telephone, cable, high speed internet, gas F/P, hydro, studio, hot-tub, workshop available Oct.20—Mar.10/06, $1,000/mo.-all-inclusive. 250-247-9842 or email alexclarkson@shaw.ca SUMMER SUBLET Charming 1 bd. suite, heritage house, New Westminster, garden, near Skytrain/Douglas. July—Aug. $1200. 604-521-7599. WANTED TO RENT 3 bd., 2 bath, house on Vancouver west-side for teacher/psychologist and family who are moving to Vancouver. Needed by Aug. 1. mgodfrey@sd23.bc.ca VANCOUVER house for rent July—Aug. 2 bd., 2 bath, furnished, bright, clean, mountain view, desk, BBQ, hot tub, cable/TV/stereo/ internet, full kitchen, laundry, secure garage, near Skytrain, shopping, N/S, $1000/mo. Call Dominique 604-431-1809. VANCOUVER cozy and quiet 1 bd. condo in Marpole. Easy access to buses. Furnished. Available in Aug. to mid-Sept. $600. 604-873-0397. SUMMER EXCHANGE in Bulkley Valley. Teaching couple wish to exchange Smithers country home for a home near UVic. July 1—Aug. 15. Enjoy exceptional recreation opportunities. e-mail: nkendy@sd54.bc.ca SUMMER SUBLET July 5—Aug. 26. Townhome, Langley, pool, hot tub, e-mail: cemac@shaw.ca VANCOUVER 1 bd. furn. condo in Fairview Slopes, deck with stunning mountain/water view. Min. from VGH, transit, downtown, July 1—24. baritone@telus.net VANCOUVER Main St./32nd Ave. 3 bd. house, near parks, community centres, pools, transit. Pictures available. July & Aug. $850/wk. e-mail: actkbc@yahoo.ca VANCOUVER 2 bd. furnished condo, seawall, oceanview. July—Aug. $600/wk. $2000/mo. 604-632-9804. WANTED Peterborough, ON teacher couple and Golden Retriever seek 2005-06 winter accom. in Victoria, BC. Willing to buy, rent, housesit or exchange. Contact Mike at 705-876-9078 or e-mail farfromhere@cogeco.ca RICHMOND new 1 bd. condo for rent July—Aug. $1000/mo. 604-273-7775. COMOX Oceanfront executive home. Private, quiet location looking across to the coastal range. Just move in everything included. 2400 sq.ft. Adults only, N/P. Avail. Aug., Sept., Oct. $1500/mo. 250-339-6484, e-mail: bruce6484@shaw.ca VANCOUVER YALETOWN Fully furn. studio condo in heritage building available on a monthly basis. TV, cable, internet, parking included. Find yourself only steps away from restaurants, theatre, shopping, cycling, kayaking amd more. NS/NP. All inclusive rental package. Inquire sbishop@bctf.ca KELOWNA 2 bd., furnished, lake view house for rent for summer months. $1500/mo. Incl. utilities, cleaning lady, gardner. 250-765-8417. WANTED TO RENT Langley area condo/apt/ house by teacher’s family for July and Aug. Phone 250-368-5093 evenings. N. BURNABY townhouse, Avail. mid Aug/05 to March 2006, fully furn., 2 bd., den, all appl., Close to SFU, bus, skytrain, 30 min. to downtown Vancouver. 604-420-8726, lejordan@shaw.ca TEXADA ISLAND Waterfront house for rent. Call 250-344-2100. RESOURCES SCIENCE ACTIVITIES for the visual learner. Designed for junior science and senior biology in BC. To order, phone 604-852-0923 or e-mail davidhague@ uniserve.com, www.visuallearner.ca AWARD WINNING CHILDREN’S PERFORMERS ‘The Buddy System’ bring social responsibility curriculum to life with dynamic, fun school concerts. FREE CDs and activity books with booking. 604-215-2760 or info@buddy-system.org. BLUEPRINT FOR WILD CLASSES! Teach your children about Burns Bog. Book a tour! Buy a book! Buy a video! For rates and prices, contact Burns Bog Conservation Society, 604-572-0373 or 1-888-850-6264, www.burnsbog.org.   MISCELLANEOUS MASTER OF SPECIAL EDUCATION by coursework offered by Flinders University of S. Australia is recognized by the B.C. Teacher Qualification Service. The degree is available entirely in distance mode. Applications are invited now for commencement of study in 2005. More information at: http://ehlt-online. flinders.edu.au/bc or from the program co-ordinator, Bernice.Burnip@ flinders.edu.au www.findAtutor.ca Students looking for tutors, tutors looking for students. A comprehensive tutor listing service in Canada. Accepting listings from throughout BC. To advertise tutoring, or to search for a tutor, visit www.findAtutor.ca RETIRING? Undecided about the Joint Life Option? Order Choosing the Right Options, a straightforward guide/ workbook for selecting the best option for your situation. Cost: $15. Mail Ken Smith, 5120 Ewart St., Burnaby, BC V5J 2W2 or phone BCTF Lesson Aids. CANADIAN TEACHERS OVERSEAS Short or long-term teaching in China and Korea? Contact: Carol Baird-Krul, 250-247-0077, cbairdkrul@shaw.ca. Experienced overseas educator, proven placement advisor. FOR SALE Revolving pamphlet or paperback rack, on wheels. Great for classroom or library. $30. 604-270-7373 evenings. USE YOUR MOUSE to find your house! Victoria, Sooke & Sidney. Thinking of buying or selling, click on Victoria’s top real estate website, free reports and MLS listings with full addresses at www.carollivingstone.com. Carol Livingstone, B.Ed., Re/Max Camosun, carol@carollivingstone.com, toll free 1-800-663-2121, 250-744-3301. WHO SHOULD YOU TRUST with all of your real estate transactions? How about another teacher? Peter Adams, Sutton Group Seafair Realty. Serving the Lower Mainland. Special consideration given to BCTF members and their families. Please call 604-319-4378. padams@sutton.com GET QUALIFIED IN PE. No formal training in the discipline? Starting Sept. 2005, learn part-time over 2 years, with a manageable schedule designed for working teachers. Call Brian Storey 604-527-5512, storeyb@ douglas.bc.ca, www.douglas.bc.ca/ pespecialist. DRAMAWORKS 2005 Theatre Alberta hosts a variety of theatre workshops designed to collectively engage educators, amateurs, and professionals! Workshops in curriculum, collective creation, acting, directing, choreography, sound and prop design, and more. Weekend and week-long formats running July 8-17, 2005, at The Citadel Theatre, Edmonton.  Early bird pricing available until June 3. Visit theatrealberta.com or call 780-422-8162. RETIRING? Are you under 55? Do you really know all your options? For more information on your retirement, call Ralph 1-866-381-6867 or visit www.pensionparadigm.com CRUISE AND TEACH Do you use a digital camera, are you computer savvy, do you like to travel? We are looking for retired couples and singles who want to volunteer to teach classes onboard a Cruise Line for 4 to 6 weeks, 2 to 3 times a year. If you are interested, e-mail Linda@highseasCS.com GOLD RIVER REUNION Did you teach in Gold River? Come to our reunion August 27, 2005. Contact Julia Davies 250-283-2670, cleann@telus.net For information about advertising in the newsmagazine, go to bctf.ca/newsmag Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=18284,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 6, April 2009  Reading between the lines What the Ministry of Education doesn’t tell us about education funding By Margaret White On March 3, 2009, Minister of Education Shirley Bond stated in a letter to the editor of the Castlegar News, “Over the next three years, the education budget will increase another $114 million bringing the total education budget to $5.23 billion at the end of 2011–12.” What the minister doesn’t say is that the year-to-year increase in funding for education programs fell from $173.7 million in 2008–09 to $73 million in 2009–10, with plans to cut funding increases in half for each of the following two years. The ministry’s three-year plan shows year-to-year funding increases for education programs dropping to $16.3 million by 2011–12. What does the future hold for K–12 funding? The three-year plan in the 2009–10 Operating Grants Estimates manual reveals the ministry’s plan to freeze operating grants in 2010–11 and 2011–12. This means none of the minimal funding increases planned for education programs in these years will go to K–12 operating grants. Chart 2 shows the percent change in operating grants since 2006–07 is decreasing steadily to zero by 2010–11. This will leave districts with no additional funds to cover cost pressures such as inflation, negotiated salary increases, and other downloaded costs. For example, in 2010–11 negotiated salary increases will total at least $50 million. With no increase in the district operating grants, many boards of education will face severe shortfalls. How much did the 2009–10 operating grant increase since 2008–09? The Ministry of Education announced an increase of $84.4 million in total operating grants for 2009–10. But the amount allocated to districts in the 2009–10 operating grant estimates increases by $66.2 million since 2008–09, after accounting for the $12.6 million Summer Learning allocation in the 2008-09 recalculated operating grants. The remainder of the $84.4 million increase reported in the media is in the $71 million holdback for 2009–10. Districts will receive some of the holdback funds after the September 30 enrolment count. In 2008–09, about $47.5 of the $84.5 million holdback was released to districts after the September 30 enrolment recalculation. But boards must plan in April and submit a balanced budget by June 30, based on the $53.6 million increase in the 2009–10 operating grants estimates. No funding increase for 34 school districts in 2009–10 Over half of BC school districts, mostly in rural areas, will receive no increase to their 2009–10 operating grants. Many of these districts faced budget challenges or shortfalls in 2008–09 due to inadequate funding. For example, in a recent Columbia Institute study, the Kootenay-Columbia district reported a $2.18 million shortfall for 2008–09, resulting in a $1.9 million reduction in education services. Not enough to cover labour settlement costs Labour settlement costs make up a key component of the operating grants. These are costs that the provincial government has negotiated and is committed to fund. A recent report by the Columbia Institute showed that in 2008–09 all but two school districts faced a decrease in discretionary funding because the $122 million increase in the 2008–09 operating grant was not sufficient to cover the $137 million increase in labour settlement funding. Some secretary-treasurers reported that their district used up surpluses to cover the shortfall while some reduced services and/or other expenditures. For a copy of the report, go to: http://tinyurl.com/da2c7z  The same situation will arise in 2009–10. The $84.4 million increase in the operating grant is not enough to cover the $100 million increase in labour settlement costs. This amount falls at least $16 million short. The amount of the shortfall depends on how much of the holdback is released during the school year and whether the funds can be applied to increased labour settlement costs. Boards of education that used existing surpluses to deal with a shortfall in 2008–09 will not have those funds to fall back on in 2009–10. Districts that reduced educational services to make up for a shortfall in 2008–09 will face more drastic cuts in 2009–10 and subsequent years. Inflation erodes education funding The minister of education has also stated in the media that education funding has increased by almost one billion dollars since 2001. While it is true that funding in current dollars increased by about this amount, it is inflation-adjusted dollars that really count. Boards of education make decisions based on the real purchasing power of their budget allocations. Using the Bank of Canada inflation calculator, $4.40 billion is needed in February 2009 to purchase goods and services that cost $3.79 billion (the amount of the 2001–02 operating grant) in February 2002. In constant (inflation-adjusted) dollars, the $4.47 billion in the 2008–09 operating grant represents an increase of about $70 million dollars since 2002. This falls well short of what is needed to cover negotiated salary increases that the government is committed to fund and the cost of new initiatives and other downloaded costs. The enrolment decline supplement does not solve the problem The Minister of Education conveys the message that funding is especially generous, considering the decline in student enrolment over the past several years. For example, student enrolment is expected to decline by about 7,000 students in 2009–10. This is an average of about 115 students per district, and about 5 students per school. Districts say schools have fixed costs that are not easily adjusted in the short-run, when enrolment declines from year-to-year. For this reason, the ministry provides an enrolment decline supplement to some districts. But is it enough? The basic enrolment-based funding decreases by $37.5 million in 2009–10, based on projections for a decrease of 7,000 students. While the enrolment decline supplement is supposed to cushion districts from reduced funding due to lower enrolment, the total enrolment decline supplement for 2009–10 is $12.5 million dollars. Many districts do not qualify for the full supplement because the allocation is based on the percent decline in the student population, not the decrease in the actual number of students. Vancouver and Abbotsford, for example, are projected to lose a significant number of students yet receive no enrolment decline supplement in 2009–10. Only 5 of 60 districts receive the higher supplement for an enrolment decline greater than 4%, even though some districts lose more students than the districts receiving the supplement. The ministry also allocates $14.5 million for funding protection in 2009–10. However, this grant combined with the enrolment decline supplement is not always enough to make up for shortfalls due to an enrolment decline and other cost pressures. Provincial block funding not enough to cover cost pressures According to a background document prepared by the Saanich Board of Education, provincial block funding increased by $673 million since 2001–02. This was $250 million short of covering formula-cost pressures such as distributed learning, GAAP funding, targeted literacy, arts and special needs, summer school, course challenges, special needs increases, and labour settlements. After accounting for savings resulting from the enrolment decline since 2001–02, the report estimates a shortfall in funding to maintain services of $132 million. (Available at: http://tinyurl.com/cn7d7x) The future does not look good for public education The enrolment decline in recent years provided an opportunity for the government to address unmet needs in the education system. For example, they could have ensured all classes met legislated limits for class size and composition, and met more fully the needs of special education students. Instead, funding increases over the past decade barely kept pace with inflation. Little was left to cover increased labour settlement costs, new education initiatives, or to adequately address the needs of vulnerable students. This leaves public education in a precarious financial position as the Ministry of Education plans to freeze operating grants after 2009–10, leaving school districts to deal with the unfortunate consequences. Margaret White, researcher, BCTF Research and Technology Division. References available upon request. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/CKNW/status/519205351988932608,CKNW on Twitter: "Petronas warns B.C. of LNG investment delays if deadline not met http://t.co/o7AkLtHEK4" টুইটার অনুসন্ধান অনুসন্ধান টুইটার খুঁজুন সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ ভাষা : বাংলা. हिन्दी Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন টুইটার-এ নতুন ? আজই যোগদান করুন » সাইন ইন করুন ফোন, ইমেল বা ব্যবহারকারীর নাম পাসওয়ার্ড সাইন ইন আমাকে মনে রাখুন পাসওয়ার্ড ভুলে গেছেন? ইতিমধ্যে আপনি কি টেক্সট বার্তার মাধ্যমে টুইটার ব্যবহার করছেন? অনুসরণ অনুসরণ করা কর্মসমূহ:অনুসরণ না করা অবরুদ্ধ অবরোধ মুক্ত মুলতুবি বাতিল CKNW ‏ @CKNW ৩ ঘন্টা Petronas warns B.C. of LNG investment delays if deadline not met http://bit.ly/1rShYC7  প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট পুনঃটুইটগুলি ২ ১২:১৯ অপরাহ্ণ - ৬ অক্টোবর, ২০১৪ CKNW থেকে কোন আপডেট মিস্ করবেন না © 2014 টুইটার সম্বন্ধে সহায়তা বিজ্ঞপ্তি তথ্য বন্ধ মিডিয়াটিকে চিহ্নিত করুন এটি ইতিমধ্যে সংবেদনশীল কন্টেন্ট ধারণকারী হিসাবে চিহ্নিত হয়েছে। পতাকা তুলুন এটি সম্ভাব্যরূপে অবৈধ বিষয়বস্তুর ধারণকারী হিসেবে। সমর্পণ করা বাতিল মিডিয়াকে চিহ্নিত করা সম্পর্কে আরো জানুন খারিজ বন্ধ পূর্ববর্তী পরবর্তী বন্ধ একজন ব্যক্তির প্রোফাইলে যান সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ বন্ধ আপনার অনুসরণকারীদের এই পুনঃটুইটটি পাঠাবেন? বাতিল পুনঃটুইট বন্ধ আপনি কি নিশ্চিত যে এই টুইট মুছে দিতে চান? বাতিল মুছে ফেলুন বন্ধ রোধ করন বাতিল রোধ করন আপনার টুইটসমুহে একটি অবস্থান যুক্ত করুন যখন একটি অবস্থানের সঙ্গে আপনার টুইট করেন, টুইটার সেই অবস্থান সংরক্ষণ করে। প্রত্যেক টুইটের আগে আপনি আপনার অবস্থান চালু / বন্ধ করতে পারেন, এবং যে কোনও সময় আপনি আপনার অবস্থানের ইতিহাস মুছে ফেলতে পারেন। আরো জানুন অবস্থান চালু করুন এখন নয় স্থান বন্ধ করুন বন্ধ প্রোফাইল সারসংক্ষেপ বন্ধ আপনার তালিকাসমূহ বন্ধ একটি নতুন তালিকা তৈরি করুন নাম তালিকা বিবরণ 100 অক্ষরের কম, ঐচ্ছিক তালিকাসমূহ:গোপনীয়তা সাধারণ · যে কেউ এই তালিকা অনুসরণ করতে পারেন ব্যক্তিগত · শুধুমাত্র আপনিই এই তালিকায় প্রবেশ করতে পারবেন তালিকা সংরক্ষণ করুন বন্ধ বন্ধ এই টুইট স্থাপিত কর আপনার নীচের ওয়েবসাইটে কোডটি অনুলিপি দ্বারা এই টুইট যোগ করুন * আরও জানুন হুম, সার্ভারে পৌঁছনোর একটি সমস্যা ছিল। পরে আবার চেষ্টা করবেন? প্রকৃত টুইট অন্তর্ভুক্ত করুন অন্তর্ভুক্ত মিডিয়া প্রাকদর্শন বন্ধ টুইটারে নিবন্ধন করুন টুইটারে নেই? নিবন্ধন করুন, আপনির পছন্দের বিষয়গুলির সাথে যুক্ত হন, এবং তাদের বিষয়ে হালনাগাদ পান। একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন » বন্ধ দুটি উপায় (প্রেরণ এবং গ্রহণ) শর্ট কোড: দেশ কোড গ্রাহকদের জন্য মার্কিন যুক্তরাষ্ট্র 40404 (যে কোন) কানাডা 21212 (যে কোন) যুক্তরাজ্য 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM হাইতি 40404 Digicel, Voila আয়ারল্যান্ড 51210 Vodafone, O2 ভারত 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance ইন্দোনেশিয়া 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » অন্য দেশসমুহের এসএসএস সংক্ষিপ্ত কোড দেখুন বন্ধ নিশ্চিতকরণ)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Touring a natural gas drilling rig with @MLA Mike Bernier, and Brian from EnCana http://t.co/AifdJ4H07b" @Teresa_Wat - 06:01pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141007,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/blogs/research.aspx?id=19776&blogid=7524,BCTF Blogs > Research  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources Home > Social Media > Research Blog Search this blog: BCTF Information Services—Research & Reports Provides summaries and links to new reports and studies in the fields of education, labour, and social sciences. Why Children Need to Play in School(Education) Permanent link   All Posts Edward Miller & Joan Almon Crisis in the Kindergarten: Why Children Need to Play in School Alliance for Childhood March 2009; 72 pages. This report argues that child-initiated play must be brought back to kindergarten classrooms.  Kindergarten has become heavily focused on academic skills in response to the common assumption that the earlier a child starts to master the basic elements of reading, the more successful they will be in their later academic life.  The authors challenge this assumption, and argue instead that “children who engage in complex forms of socio-dramatic play have greater language skills than nonplayers, better social skills, more empathy, more imagination, and more of the subtle capacity to know what others mean.” A recent article in the New York Times addresses some of the same issues: “Can the Right Kinds of Play Teach Self-Control?” (25 September 2009) Last Edited by BCTF Info. Services at 02/10/2009 3:07 PM Leave a comment Name * Email * Homepage Comment << October 2014 >> Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat       1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31   Blogroll On Education: Schools for a Civil Society B.C. Education Report (Tracy Sherlock, Vancouver Sun) The Hook/Education Teacher Solidarity UBC Educational Studies blog Where the Blog has No Name Archive April 2014 March 2014 January 2014 December 2013 November 2013 October 2013 September 2013 August 2013 June 2013 May 2013 April 2013 March 2013 December 2012 September 2012 August 2012 November 2011 September 2011 April 2011 March 2011 February 2011 January 2011 December 2010 November 2010 October 2010 September 2010 August 2010 July 2010 June 2010 May 2010 April 2010 March 2010 January 2010 December 2009 November 2009 October 2009 September 2009 Subjects Education Labour Social Sciences Recent Posts Recent Additions to the Information Services Research Files - April 2014 Recent Additions to the Information Services Research Files - March 2014 Recent Additions to the Information Services Research Files - February 2014 Recent Additions to the Information Services Research Files - January 2014 Recent Additions to the Information Services Research Files - December 2013 If you are experiencing technical difficulties, please contact the webmanager@bctf.ca. About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/contacts.cfm?page=fsd&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true,BCTF Contacts Home E-mail Lists Links A to Z Index Contact Us Help SITE SEARCH Quick Links BCTF formsBCTF NewsFrançaisLabour linksPensionsTeacher NewsmagazineTeaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Contact Us > Staff Contacts, Bargaining and Contracts Field Service Division Note: Use the area code "604" and prefix "871" with the local number for the direct phone line.   Local E-mail address Position Richard Hoover 1843 rhoover@bctf.ca Director   Field assignment(s) John Ehinger 1887 jehinger@bctf.ca 27 Cariboo-Chilcotin 28 Quesnel 55 Burns Lake 56 Nechako 57 Prince George 59 Peace River South 60 Peace River North 81 Fort Nelson 93 SEPF Susan Fonseca 1819 sfonseca@bctf.ca 1 Fernie 2 Cranbrook 3 Kimberley 4 Windermere 7 Nelson 10 Arrow Lakes 18 Golden 20 Kootenay Columbia 51 Boundary 86 Creston Valley Anne Guthrie Warman 1824 aguthriewarman@bctf.ca 17 Princeton 19 Revelstoke 22 Vernon 23 Central Okanagan 31 Nicola Valley 53 South Okanagan Similkameen 67 Okanagan Skaha 73 Kamloops Thompson 74 Gold Trail 83 North Okanagan Shuswap Patrick Henry 1840 phenry@bctf.ca 38 Richmond 41 Burnaby 43 Coquitlam 49 Central Coast 391 VESTA 392 VSTA Doug Kearney 1810 dkearney@bctf.ca 61 Greater Victoria 62 Sooke 63 Saanich 64 Gulf Islands 65 Cowichan 66 Lake Cowichan Ritchie Kendrick 1838 rkendrick@bctf.ca 35 Langley 36 Surrey 37 Delta 40 New Westminster Marianne Neill 1839 mneill@bctf.ca 33 Chilliwack 34 Abbotsford 50 Haida Gwaii 52 Prince Rupert 54 Bulkley Valley 80 Kitimat 87 Stikine 88 Terrace 92 Nisga'a Kerry Richardson 1812 krichardson@bctf.ca 46 Sunshine Coast 47 Powell River 68 Nanaimo 69 Mount Arrowsmith 70 Alberni 71 Comox 72 Campbell River 84 Vancouver Island West 85 Vancouver Island North Kathleen Thomson 1821 kthomson@bctf.ca 42 Maple Ridge 44 North Vancouver 45 West Vancouver 48 Sea to Sky 75 Mission 78 Fraser Cascade Support Staff Barb Preus 1831 bpreus@bctf.ca Supervisor Jeannine Coulombe 1841 jcoulombe@bctf.ca Administrative Assistant Gloria Saggo 1833 gsaggo@bctf.ca Administrative Assistant Darlene Waggett 1846 dwaggett@bctf.ca Administrative Assistant Collective Bargaining Department John Wadge 1837 jwadge@bctf.ca Assistant Director Jessie Hayek 1889 jhayek@bctf.ca Research and Administrative Assistant About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy Close Window Print Page   Field Service Division Note: Use the area code "604" and prefix "871" with the local number for the direct phone line.   Local E-mail address Position Richard Hoover 1843 rhoover@bctf.ca Director   Field assignment(s) John Ehinger 1887 jehinger@bctf.ca 27 Cariboo-Chilcotin 28 Quesnel 55 Burns Lake 56 Nechako 57 Prince George 59 Peace River South 60 Peace River North 81 Fort Nelson 93 SEPF Susan Fonseca 1819 sfonseca@bctf.ca 1 Fernie 2 Cranbrook 3 Kimberley 4 Windermere 7 Nelson 10 Arrow Lakes 18 Golden 20 Kootenay Columbia 51 Boundary 86 Creston Valley Anne Guthrie Warman 1824 aguthriewarman@bctf.ca 17 Princeton 19 Revelstoke 22 Vernon 23 Central Okanagan 31 Nicola Valley 53 South Okanagan Similkameen 67 Okanagan Skaha 73 Kamloops Thompson 74 Gold Trail 83 North Okanagan Shuswap Patrick Henry 1840 phenry@bctf.ca 38 Richmond 41 Burnaby 43 Coquitlam 49 Central Coast 391 VESTA 392 VSTA Doug Kearney 1810 dkearney@bctf.ca 61 Greater Victoria 62 Sooke 63 Saanich 64 Gulf Islands 65 Cowichan 66 Lake Cowichan Ritchie Kendrick 1838 rkendrick@bctf.ca 35 Langley 36 Surrey 37 Delta 40 New Westminster Marianne Neill 1839 mneill@bctf.ca 33 Chilliwack 34 Abbotsford 50 Haida Gwaii 52 Prince Rupert 54 Bulkley Valley 80 Kitimat 87 Stikine 88 Terrace 92 Nisga'a Kerry Richardson 1812 krichardson@bctf.ca 46 Sunshine Coast 47 Powell River 68 Nanaimo 69 Mount Arrowsmith 70 Alberni 71 Comox 72 Campbell River 84 Vancouver Island West 85 Vancouver Island North Kathleen Thomson 1821 kthomson@bctf.ca 42 Maple Ridge 44 North Vancouver 45 West Vancouver 48 Sea to Sky 75 Mission 78 Fraser Cascade Support Staff Barb Preus 1831 bpreus@bctf.ca Supervisor Jeannine Coulombe 1841 jcoulombe@bctf.ca Administrative Assistant Gloria Saggo 1833 gsaggo@bctf.ca Administrative Assistant Darlene Waggett 1846 dwaggett@bctf.ca Administrative Assistant Collective Bargaining Department John Wadge 1837 jwadge@bctf.ca Assistant Director Jessie Hayek 1889 jhayek@bctf.ca Research and Administrative Assistant)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/gvta?lang=ja,Victoria Teachers(@gvta)さん | Twitter Twitter 検索クエリ Twitterを検索 検索メモ 削除 認証済みアカウント @ おすすめユーザー 認証済みアカウント @ 認証済みアカウント @ 言語: 日本語 Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe 繁體中文 简体中文 Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 アカウントをお持ちの場合は ログイン Twitter は初めてですか? 今すぐ登録 » ログイン 電話番号、メールアドレスまたはユーザー名 パスワード ログイン 保存する パスワードを忘れた場合はこちら 既にテキストメッセージで Twitter をご利用ですか? Victoria Teachers @gvta ツイート 1,907 画像/動画 155 フォロー 569 フォロワー 967 お気に入り 161   その他 お気に入り リスト @gvtaさんのミュートを解除 @gvtaさんをミュート フォロー フォロー中 解除 ブロック中 ブロック解除 保留中 キャンセル Victoria Teachers @gvta The Greater Victoria Teachers' Association represents approximately 1500 teachers in SD61. We are a local of the @BCTF, a union of professionals. Victoria BC gvta.net 2010年10月に登録 155 画像と動画 ツイート ツイート ツイートと返信 Victoria Teachersさんがリツイート BCTF @bctf  ·  9月19日 Results of 2014 ratfication vote: yes 86% (27275 votes), no 14% (4392). 31741 ballots returned. | #bced #bcpoli 返信 0件の返信 リツイート リツイート済み 438件のリツイート 438 お気に入りに登録 お気に入り 121件のお気に入り 121 その他 ツイートをサイトに埋め込む Capital, British Columbia Victoria Teachersさんがリツイート Renay M. @renaymo  ·  9月19日 Whatever you decide, we are proud of you! @gvta #bctf you made #bced matter again. We won't forget. Thank you, #teachers #bcpoli 返信 0件の返信 リツイート リツイート済み 6件のリツイート 6 お気に入りに登録 お気に入り 10件のお気に入り 10 その他 ツイートをサイトに埋め込む Victoria Teachersさんがリツイート Benula Larsen @BenulaLarsen  ·  9月16日 We knew he is alive!Elvis supporting Vic teachers on Blanshard. @bctf @gvta pic.twitter.com/pArhPBOpuu 画像/動画をさらに表示 返信 0件の返信 リツイート リツイート済み 3件のリツイート 3 お気に入りに登録 お気に入り 3件のお気に入り 3 その他 ツイートをサイトに埋め込む Victoria Teachersさんがリツイート Benula Larsen @BenulaLarsen  ·  9月16日 Victoria Teachers at Blanshard and Bay Wow!!! Spirits are high @bctf @gvta pic.twitter.com/vpXBLQySFY 画像/動画をさらに表示 返信 0件の返信 リツイート リツイート済み 2件のリツイート 2 お気に入りに登録 お気に入り 2件のお気に入り 2 その他 ツイートをサイトに埋め込む Victoria Teachersさんがリツイート Benula Larsen @BenulaLarsen  ·  9月16日 Victoria teachers fanning out on Blanshard st. Corner of Blanshard n Hillside @bctf @gvta pic.twitter.com/019VmmTNWn 画像/動画をさらに表示 返信 0件の返信 リツイート リツイート済み 5件のリツイート 5 お気に入りに登録 お気に入り 2件のお気に入り 2 その他 ツイートをサイトに埋め込む Victoria Teachersさんがフォローしています chris bromigeさんと Vini さん @cbromigeさんのミュートを解除 @cbromigeさんをミュート フォロー フォロー中 解除 ブロック中 ブロック解除 保留中 キャンセル chris bromige @cbromige dad, husband, educator @volimhvarさんのミュートを解除 @volimhvarさんをミュート フォロー フォロー中 解除 ブロック中 ブロック解除 保留中 キャンセル Vini @volimhvar Educator in BC, mom, lifelong learner, traveler, hockey fan, art lover Victoria Teachersさんがリツイート Bob Lilyholm @blilyholm  ·  9月16日 The King showing support for #bced down Blanshard @bctf @gvta pic.twitter.com/2w3FCWHCtb 画像/動画をさらに表示 返信 0件の返信 リツイート リツイート済み 1件のリツイート 1 お気に入りに登録 お気に入り 2件のお気に入り 2 その他 ツイートをサイトに埋め込む Victoria Teachersさんがリツイート Gregor Craigie @GregorCraigie  ·  9月16日 @gvta Pres Benula Larsen tells me teachers are happy BUT waiting to read fine print on tentative #bced deal. LISTEN: https://soundcloud.com/cbcvictoria/victoria-teachers-association-president-benula-larsen-on-tentative-deal … SoundCloud 再生 画像/動画をさらに表示 返信 0件の返信 リツイート リツイート済み 4件のリツイート 4 お気に入りに登録 お気に入り 1件のお気に入り 1 その他 ツイートをサイトに埋め込む Victoria Teachersさんがリツイート Gregor Craigie @GregorCraigie  ·  9月16日 IF #bced deal is just about wages @gvta Pres Larsen says "it would be shameful... I hope there's at least some extra $ for classroom #bcpoli 返信 0件の返信 リツイート リツイート済み 3件のリツイート 3 お気に入りに登録 お気に入り 1件のお気に入り 1 その他 ツイートをサイトに埋め込む Victoria Teachersさんがリツイート Ben Isitt @Ben_Isitt  ·  9月16日 Congratulations @bctf on standing up for Public Education & reaching tentative agreement with BC government. Solidarity forever #bced @gvta 返信 0件の返信 リツイート リツイート済み 6件のリツイート 6 お気に入りに登録 お気に入り 2件のお気に入り 2 その他 ツイートをサイトに埋め込む Victoria Teachersさんがリツイート Steven Toleikis @knowledgequest_  ·  9月15日 “Fully funded schools make strong communities” - Standing up for #bced public ed on Foul & Oak Bay, Victoria @gvta pic.twitter.com/YZOE58R50B 画像/動画をさらに表示 返信 0件の返信 リツイート リツイート済み 7件のリツイート 7 お気に入りに登録 お気に入り 8件のお気に入り 8 その他 ツイートをサイトに埋め込む Victoria Teachers @gvta  ·  9月13日 Do you have your apple pin yet? Easy & cheap to DIY. Wear one close to your & carry extras to share! #bced pic.twitter.com/k8pfvQpqxl 画像/動画をさらに表示 返信 0件の返信 リツイート リツイート済み 5件のリツイート 5 お気に入りに登録 お気に入り 2件のお気に入り 2 その他 ツイートをサイトに埋め込む Victoria Teachers @gvta  ·  9月13日 Class size & composition: the last 15 years in one little table by @taraehrcke. http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2014/09/class-size-and-composition-short-visual.html … #bced pic.twitter.com/BqLwQiek9g 画像/動画をさらに表示 返信 0件の返信 リツイート リツイート済み 19件のリツイート 19 お気に入りに登録 お気に入り 5件のお気に入り 5 その他 ツイートをサイトに埋め込む Victoria Teachersさんがリツイート Dana Bjornson @physicsfuntime  ·  9月13日 Today on the line: waves, honks, yogurt parfaits, 1 banana, nurses, & 1 music video. { @gvta} https://itunes.apple.com/app/id568780324  pic.twitter.com/72ejznKLxf 画像/動画をさらに表示 返信 0件の返信 リツイート リツイート済み 3件のリツイート 3 お気に入りに登録 お気に入り 6件のお気に入り 6 その他 ツイートをサイトに埋め込む Victoria Teachersさんがリツイート Ross Gilbert @rssglbrt  ·  9月12日 @gvta @bctf Picket Line Comment of the Day from passing motorist, "Don't you DARE give up on this." #bced 返信 0件の返信 リツイート リツイート済み 21件のリツイート 21 お気に入りに登録 お気に入り 12件のお気に入り 12 その他 ツイートをサイトに埋め込む Victoria Teachersさんがリツイート Jason @JasoncormierMe  ·  9月12日 @globeandmail @keithbaldrey @bctf @gvta @glenhansman from Colquitz Middle School Victoria BC pic.twitter.com/3ldPZW9CzJ 画像/動画をさらに表示 返信 0件の返信 リツイート リツイート済み 2件のリツイート 2 お気に入りに登録 お気に入り 3件のお気に入り 3 その他 ツイートをサイトに埋め込む Victoria Teachersさんがリツイート Dana Bjornson @physicsfuntime  ·  9月11日 My best #bced #chalkthewalk so far! #mulletsrule { @bctf @gvta} pic.twitter.com/Pga1T2yTdT 画像/動画をさらに表示 返信 0件の返信 リツイート リツイート済み 7件のリツイート 7 お気に入りに登録 お気に入り 7件のお気に入り 7 その他 ツイートをサイトに埋め込む Victoria Teachers @gvta  ·  9月12日 Thank you HEU! @HospEmpUnion @sookekidsmatter @SaanichTeachers @bctf 会話を表示 返信 0件の返信 リツイート リツイート済み 0件のリツイート お気に入りに登録 お気に入り 3件のお気に入り 3 その他 ツイートをサイトに埋め込む Victoria Teachersさんがリツイート HEU @HospEmpUnion  ·  9月11日 HEU RJH Local providing @sookekidsmatter @gvta @SaanichTeachers with $250 each to support local teachers. #bced pic.twitter.com/LSu2N24sjT BCTFさんと HEUさん 画像/動画をさらに表示 返信 0件の返信 リツイート リツイート済み 33件のリツイート 33 お気に入りに登録 お気に入り 24件のお気に入り 24 その他 ツイートをサイトに埋め込む Twitterは処理能力の限界を超えているか、一時的な不具合が発生しています。 再度、お試しください 詳しくはTwitterステータスをご覧ください。 閉じる Victoria Teachersさんがフォローしています Victoria Teachersのメッセージをお見逃しなく Victoria BC · 変更する © 2014 Twitter Twitterについて ヘルプ 広告情報 閉じる トレンド カスタマイズされたトレンド トレンドは気になる情報を手に入れるための便利な機能です。位置情報やフォローしているユーザーをもとに、カスタマイズされます。 変更する カスタマイズされたトレンドを利用する 世界中のトレンドを見てみましょう 完了 非表示にする 閉じる 以前の 次へ 閉じる プロフィールページへ 検索メモ 削除 認証済みアカウント @ おすすめユーザー 認証済みアカウント @ 認証済みアカウント @ 閉じる このツイートをリツイートしますか? キャンセル リツイート 閉じる このツイートを本当に削除しますか? キャンセル 削除 閉じる ブロック キャンセル ブロック ツイートに位置情報を追加する 位置情報と一緒にツイートした場合、Twitterはその位置情報も保存します。 毎回ツイートする際に、位置情報を付加する/付加しないを選択することができ、いつでも過去の位置情報を全て削除することも可能です。 詳しい説明 位置情報を許可 今はしない 位置情報を無効化 閉じる プロフィール 閉じる マイリスト 閉じる 新しいリストを作成 リスト名 説明 100文字以下(オプション) プライバシー 公開 · このリストは誰でもフォローできます 非公開 · 自分のみこのリストにアクセス可能 リストを保存 閉じる 閉じる このツイートをサイトに埋め込む 以下のコードをコピーしてサイトにツイートを埋め込むことができます。 もっと詳しく サーバーとの通信で問題が発生しました。もう一度お試しください 元のツイートを含める メディアを含める プレビュー 閉じる Twitterに登録する Twitterを使ってみませんか?興味のあることをフォローして最新情報をチェックしましょう。 アカウントをお持ちの場合は ログイン » 閉じる 双方向(送信と受信)のショートコード: 国 コード 次のキャリアの利用者 アメリカ 40404 (すべて) カナダ 21212 (すべて) イギリス 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 ブラジル 40404 Nextel, TIM ハイチ 40404 Digicel, Voila アイルランド 51210 Vodafone, O2 インド 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance インドネシア 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata イタリア 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » 他の国のSMSショートコードを見る 閉じる 確認)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media jthornthwaite last tweet "Please join me in recognizing the vital work foster families do for B.C. kids http://t.co/bdYy1yh9Jc #FosterFamilyMonth #northvan #bcpoli" @jthornthwaite - 10:56pm Follow @jthornthwaite BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=14930,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2008 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 20, Number 4, January/February 2008 Report from the Learning Round Table The Learning Round Table was created by the provincial government at the time of the teachers’ strike in October 2005. The premier participated in the first several meetings, along with the education minister, ministry officials, and organizational representatives from the parents, school trustees, principals and vice-principals, superintendents, as well as the BCTF. The topic for meetings has been learning and teaching conditions, and Bill 33, in particular, with class size and composition front and centre. The latest meeting took place December 10, 2007. According to BCTF President Irene Lanzinger, the meetings, while useful, still display a disturbing gulf between the government and teachers regarding public education priorities. "They’re still focussed on testing and narrow accountability and we’re focussed on resources and learning conditions." Some of the round table meetings have been good. "But this time they tried to portray progress on Bill 33. In fact, we have been moving backward. We have lost special resources teachers and learning assistance teachers. The numbers speak for themselves." Premier Campbell did not attend. Key issues and information from the meeting Situation worse for special needs The number of classes this year with four or more students with special needs grew by almost 8% over last year. The ministry reports that 10,313 classes had four or more students this year, compared to 9,559 in 2006–07. The number of classes with more than 30 students decreased only slightly compared to last year—from 3,242 last year to 3,179 this year. That means that only 63 more classes met the class-size limit this year. Despite the decrease being quite small, the minister’s spin is that the number of classes over 30 has decreased 66% over two years. This is based on there having been 9,253 classes over 30 reported in the 2005–06 school year. She said that there should not be an expectation that class sizes will continue to decrease in size in the future. Irene Lanzinger responded that members are experiencing Bill 33 as a "failed promise" and that there will not be significant improvements unless funding is increased. The minister said that she was disappointed to hear it described as a failure because there was more money this year and about 7,000 fewer students. BCTF representatives all argued for improved funding to meet the promise of Bill 33 on class size and class composition. A number of the other stakeholder groups said that improvements in support for students with special needs should be carried out through more in-service training for teachers. As well, Penny Tees from the BCSTA argued that improvements in class size would limit other options for boards of education. Class-size, class-composition information on the web The ministry provided the round table with only the provincial overview of class size and class composition. The district and school results are on the ministry website with figures for each district and each individual school. In addition, information will be provided on the number of special education assistants in each district and school. The ministry reported that the number of special education assistants has increased substantially this year over last year. While the numbers of special education specialist teachers were not announced, it seems likely that teacher numbers have decreased while the number of assistants has increased. Safety in labs with more than 24 students Teacher representative John Wadge raised the concern about safety in lab classes with more than the 24 students they were designed for. The minister said that she could not imagine professional leaders putting students in classes where there was a danger to health and safety. When she hears claims that there is a health and safety problem, she asks the deputy minister to check out the situation. When Wadge pointed out that one "solution" being adopted by some administrators is to simply eliminate classes that only have space for 24. The minister agreed that there may be some courses that are eliminated to deal with the problem. Clawback on school district funds The minister reported that the funding rules were being changed again. This time it is to allow full funding of alternate education students even if the students are taking fewer than eight classes. Districts are being told to redo their submissions on students in alternate education programs. She again repeated that the same amount of money will be there, but it will be redistributed. Some districts will get more funds, some will lose, and some will stay the same. More districts will gain than will lose, she contended. Consultation The deputy minister said there were concerns about the time required for consultation, but that the consultation requirement had a positive impact. The rationale for classes over 30 will also be on the website. Districts were required to provide the rationales to the ministry in electronic form so it would be possible to publish and analyze the rationales. The rationale was limited to 240 characters—20 to 30 words. Superintendent of Achievement Rick Davis reported that if there were not good rationales, then the ministry would go to the superintendents about ministry concerns. The ministry distributed a proposed regulation on consultation that defines consult as: (a) provision by the principal of a school to the teacher of a class with (i) information that the principal considers relevant to a proposal for the size and organization of the class, and (ii) 2 school days before a decision is made respecting the size and organization of the class for the teacher to consider the proposal and provide the principal with the teacher’s views in that regard, and (b) consideration by the principal of the teacher’s views, if any have been provided. All the organizations were asked to provide feedback to the ministry on the proposed language. – Larry Kuehn Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=10026,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 3, Jan./Feb. 2003 Education must be accessible to all by Murray Warren At the end of all IRPs is Appendix C: Cross-curricular Interests, which includes issues such as gender equity, racism, special needs, and Aboriginal issues. That appendix served two purposes: it was used to screen the drafts of the IRPs to ensure they reflected and were consistent with the principle of equitable access for all students, and it was intended to guide teachers, as they planned and implemented curriculum, to ensure that those issues were attended to in their teaching. Missing were the issues of sexual orientation and gender identity. In 1999, after repeatedly asking different ministers of education why those issues were omitted and failing to receive a response, my life partner and I filed a human rights complaint against the minister for refusing to include sexual orientation and sexual identity as cross-curricular interests. In its attempt to dismiss the complaint, the ministry claimed that the B.C. Human Rights Commission had no jurisdiction in the matter, that my partner and I did not represent a discernable group of people as defined by the Human Rights Act, and that the curriculum did not constitute a service customarily available to the public. Finally, in June 2000, then Deputy Minister of Education Charles Ungerleider wrote to all superintendents and principals in the province, announcing that as the IRPs went through the revision process, Appendix C would be removed. The commission rejected all the ministry’s defence attempts, found we had a legitimate complaint, and forwarded it to a Human Rights Tribunal for adjudication. The tribunal will take place over three weeks in February 2003. To date, three IRPs have been revised, and Appendix C has been removed from them all. Whether or not teachers paid much attention to the directive of Appendix C, the ministry itself believed it was important enough to include it in all the IRPs, ostensibly because it believed the principles of equity, inclusion, and recognition of oppressed minorities needed to be reflected in the curriculum documents. Now that the appendix is being systematically removed, what does that say about the ministry’s commitment to those principles? How does the ministry now intend to ensure that those very important ideas are embedded in and woven throughout the curriculum? Since lodging this complaint, I have repeated to all ministers of education (Paul Ramsay, Penny Priddy, Joy McPhail, and Christy Clark) that we will gladly drop the complaint if the ministry will meet three conditions: reinstate Appendix C, include sexual orientation and gender identity as cross-curricular interests, and declare that sexual orientation, gender identity, and same-sex families are not, in the ministry’s official view, "sensitive issues." None has agreed to those requests. At its November meeting, the Social Justice Advisory Committee unanimously supported two resolutions to the Executive Committee: "That the BCTF intervene in the human rights complaint (Warren/Cook) against the Ministry of Education to be heard at the B.C. Human Rights Tribunal in February 2003," and "That the Executive recommend to the 2003 AGM that the Ministry of Education restore the Cross Curricular Interest Appendix C to the new and revised IRPs and that one of the Cross Curricular Interests be sexual orientation." If, as it claims in the Introduction to Appendix C, the Ministry of Education wants to ensure that education in British Columbia is relevant, equitable, and accessible to all learners, how can it, in all conscience, justify the total removal of the cross-curricular interests so as not to have to include sexual orientation and sexual identity? What message does it send to the students of this province about how truly committed we are to ensuring that each and every one of them is welcomed and valued in our schools? Murray Warren teaches at Blakeburn Elementary School, Coquitlam and is a member of the BCTF’s Social Justice Advisory Committee. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11998,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2001 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 13, Number 4, Jan./Feb. 2001 Health and Safety by Lynne Sinclair Teaching is physically demanding. It has always been recognized as mentally exhausting, but few appreciate how physical the job is as well. The advent of the Federation’s health and safety program has helped identify a number of health and safety issues that relate to the physically demanding nature of the job. WCB claims have been filed in the following areas: repetitive strain injury from bending over small primary desks; back, knee, and neck degeneration from bending over small primary desks; repetitive strain injury to hand, wrist, arm, shoulder, and neck from teaching music; permanent vocal chord scarring or nodules from using one’s voice; repetitive strain injury to hand and wrist from 35 hours straight of report card writing; back injuries from lifting. The list goes on. A key initiative in a health and safety program is prevention. An employer is bound by law to eliminate any risks or hazards to a worker’s health and safety in the workplace or to minimize those risks and hazards that cannot be eliminated. Employers must, by law, ensure the health and safety of all workers; that same duty applies to administrative officers, who are supervisors. In addition to the duties outlined above, employers have a duty to accommodate an employee’s disabilities. Some school districts are being proactive and are piloting different accommodations before injuries or illnesses occur. Voice amplification saves careers and improves learning Some South Vancouver Island districts have been providing voice amplification systems to classrooms as a matter of practice in order to reduce the potential of voice dysfunction from teaching. That proactive initiative recognizes that it is cost effective and common sense to eliminate or reduce hazards such as those that cause voice dysfunction, an injury that can end a teacher’s career. The results so far indicate that teachers are healthier and safer and the students are more attentive and learn more. That health and safety initiative is a perfect example of the positive results that accrue to students when teachers’ health and safety are ensured. Rolling chairs keep teachers rolling In another example of proactive accommodation, primary teachers are being provided with rolling chairs or stools in order to save them from constantly bending over their students’ small desks. The accommodation saves teachers’ bodies but still allows for the necessary teacher mobility and student-focussed responses. Safety inspections should cover work practices and processes WCB requires regular inspections of all workplaces, including work practices. Often, safety checklists only include building components such as flooring, stairways, and lights. The omission causes health and safety committee members to miss vital information about how we do our work. Significant health and safety issues such as hearing loss, repetitive strain injuries and other ergonomics, voice dysfunction, violence, and overexertions are therefore unidentified and not addressed. Safety inspections must be done during instructional time if work practices are to be included. The BCTF has a safety inspection checklist that includes work practice and work methods, and also class size and composition, given that they drive workload and therefore practice. BCTF health and safety training recommended Ways of conducting proper safety inspections and copies of accurate checklists are available through the BCTF health and safety training that is offered as the educational leave under Section 135 of the Workers Compensation Act. The BCTF Representative Assembly has recommended that all health and safety committee members request the BCTF training as their educational leave. WCB has approved the BCTF training and has stated that employers cannot reject it on the basis that it is union training. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=24157&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > October 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 2, October 2011   In defense of compassionate care leave   By Tara Ehrcke   Within the various commentary about the BCTF negotiations, some have chosen to criticize BCTF proposals in an attempt to discredit teachers and teacher bargaining. One of the proposals that has been particularly singled out is compassionate care leave. Compassionate care leave is currently provided through the Employment Standards Act and some unions have negotiated related provisions. It provides a leave for an employee to take care of a person who is terminally ill (a reasonable expectation of death within 26 weeks). The current Employment Standards Act provides eight weeks of leave and if eligible, employees can collect employment insurance benefits for six of those eight weeks. The person being cared for must be a “family member,” but the definition of family member includes a person or friend who “considers you a family member,” such as a friend or neighbour. As the government program notes: “One of the most difficult times for anyone is when a loved one is dying or at risk of death. The demands of caring for a gravely ill family member can jeopardize both your job and the financial security of your family. The Government of Canada believes that, during such times, you should not have to choose between keeping your job and caring for your family.” (http://tinyurl.com/d4zj3m) Doctors agree that compassionate care leave has multiple benefits: “For most clinicians, compassionate care matters because it is fundamental to the practice of medicine, ethically sound, and humane,” according to lead author Beth Lown, MD, medical director of the Schwartz Center and an associate professor of medicine at Harvard Medical School. “However, there is also strong evidence that compassionate care improves health outcomes and quality of life, increases patient satisfaction, and lowers healthcare costs. Particularly as our healthcare system faces such intense pressure to reduce costs, we must make sure that this critically important element of healthcare is not lost.” (http://tinyurl.com/3le8afk) There are calls for an expansion to the existing employment insurance scheme, to extend the leave and benefits to 26 weeks. This makes sense. After all, the program is designed for those who might die in 26 weeks time. It is a bit odd that eight weeks is available but no more. What do you do after those eight weeks? Chances are, the person you are caring for is even more ill after the eight weeks than before. The proposal put forward by BC teachers is akin to the “top up” programs that many Canadians already receive for maternity leave. These programs provide a top up by the employer to the employee’s EI benefits so that their pay is closer to what their salary normally is. They are designed to ensure that women and parents can have adequate time off to care for their very young children without a significant loss of income. Taken together with the Employment Insurance benefits, these programs help to even the playing field for parents with respect to income loss and child bearing/rearing. There is a benefit to the individuals but also to society, which benefits from the future earnings/production/taxes of the children. It is only a tiny portion of the vast cost of raising a child, but allows mothers and parents to ensure adequate care for the critical first year of life, without fear of losing their home or not being able to pay the bills. The same rationale can be made for compassionate care leave. Those who are close to death and require care will end up somewhere in our social safety net. In the worst of cases, inadequate care might mean accidents and further complications to illness will take place. In the event hospitalization is required, the costs far outweigh what a compassionate care program would cost. But even if palliative care or home care services are used, the overall costs are likely in excess of what a compassionate care program would be. Moreover, a close friend or relative is likely able to provide more time and attention in caring and the care can likely be done in a home environment. Compassionate care leave is also a women’s issue, just as maternity leave is. The Canadian Women’s Health Network describes why: “Care in the home is women’s work. Women provide more than 80% of unpaid personal care for the elderly and for those of all ages with long-term disability or short-term illness. A survey found that three out of four unpaid caregivers were women between the ages of 50 and 65—that is, women in the prime of life who may already be juggling adolescent children, aging parents and a professional career.” (www.cwhn.ca/en/node/39518) I am proud that I am part of an organization that is advocating for improvements like compassionate care leave. It is a progressive change that I hope is both successful and replicated by other workplaces. Just as the landmark strike by the Canadian Union of Postal Workers eventually led to maternity leave rights and benefits for all Canadian mothers and parents, I am hopeful that the union movement’s involvement in pursuing compassionate care leave will result in legislative changes that benefit all Canadians.  Tara Ehrcke, BCTF bargaining team member and president, Greater Victoria Teachers’ Association.  Read Ehrcke’s blog at: staffroomconfidential.blogspot.com or follow on Twitter—@taraehrcke    )
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=25464,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > March 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 5, March 2012   What is a fair deal? Myths and realities  By Tara Ehrcke   BC teachers are in contract negotiations asking for a fair deal. What do we mean by fair exactly? Teachers would like improvements in three areas: class size/composition, salary and benefits, and changes to the bargaining structure. For class size—we want only what was taken away in 2002. These discussions have been occuring directly with government. We want the government to go back to the class sizes in place at that time and restore the funding so boards can achieve this. At the provincial bargaining table proper, we are focusing on a few areas: For bargaining—we want to negotiate more items locally with our elected boards. This facilitates diversity, community involvement, and local programs and solutions. It is not a cost item and it is how teachers used to negotiate in the 1990s—very successfully. For salary and benefits—teachers want to “keep up” and “catch up.” What do we mean by that? We want to keep up with inflation, and we want to catch up with teachers in other provinces. Teachers in BC now rank 8th in salaries across Canada, despite the fact that our cost of living is one of the highest and that BC weathered the recession better than many other provinces. BC’s gross domestic product growth was 3% for 2010, and is projected at 2.7% for 2011 and 3% for 2012. Teachers have asked for cost-of-living increases of 3% in each year, plus a 3% market adjustment in each of years two and three. This would go some way to shrinking the gap between our wage rates and teachers in other provinces, and western Canada in particular. It would still leave us behind, however. Unfortunately, the government’s position has and continues to be “net zero.” The government claims that taxpayers cannot afford increases to public sector wages and that wages must remain flat because the government is running a deficit. Do these arguments make sense? Are they justified? Or should teachers receive a wage increase? Myth 1: Teachers should not get a wage increase because of the government deficit. Reality: There was no deficit when the Liberals took power in 2001. Through a series of income tax cuts and corporate tax cuts, the Liberals went from a surplus to a deficit. Yes, the recession of 2009 impacted government revenues—but not as much as tax cuts have. Moreover, the government has found plenty of money for spending when it feels the spending is a priority. There was money for the BC Place roof. There was money for the Olympics. There was money for smart meters. There seems to be plenty of money for the CEOs of crown corporations like BC Ferries and BC Rail. The fact is that the government is using the deficit that it created as an excuse to take money away from public services and the people who provide them. The money is there. It is a matter of priorities. It is simply unfair to make one group of workers pay for a deficit created by tax cuts to other people and corporations. Private sector workers are seeing increases. Other public sector workers are seeing increases. For example, Vancouver police negotiated 8.8% over 3 years. Why should municipal employees be treated any differently than other public employees? Moreover how is it fair to make middle income earners pay for tax cuts that disproportionately benefited the wealthy and corporations? It just isn’t. Myth 2: Net zero isn’t a pay cut, so it is fair. Reality: In September, when the new school year began, Canadian year-over-year inflation was at 3.2%. When teachers got their first paycheque of the year, they had 3.2% less buying power. This is what matters. This January, teachers, along with other workers, have increases to their CPP payments, their EI premiums, and their MSP premiums. Many contracts have automatic cost-of-living increases, but ours does not. Without any increase, teachers will fall behind. Myth 3: BC teachers already have high salaries. Reality: After five years of university training, BC teachers begin with a wage in the low $40,000s, if they are full time. Many teachers only get part-time work for the first three to five years of their career. It takes 10 years of full-time work to reach the maximum salary, which is about $75,000 for most teachers. BC teachers rank 8th in Canada compared to teachers in other provinces. A teacher in BC earns, on average, $20,000 less than a comparably experienced teacher in Alberta and $15,000 less than one in Ontario. Yet BC has the highest cost of living and the highest housing prices in the country. A recent report ranks Vancouver as the second most expensive housing market in the English-speaking world. Myth 4: The net-zero wage freeze is fair because it impacts all public sector workers. Reality: Only those workers covered by the Public Sector Employer’s Council are impacted, and that does not include all public sector workers. Firefighters are not under net zero. Police are not under net zero. Even school superintendents are not under net zero. Nurses are not under net zero because they negotiated in 2009, supposedly before the net-zero mandate was implemented, but certainly at the height of the recession. How is it fair that these workers can negotiate increases and other workers can’t? Here are some recent examples: BC Nurses (3% for 2009, 3% for 2010, and 3% for 2011) Treasury Board of Canada (PSA) (1.75% for 2011, 1.5% for 2012, 2% for 2013) CN Railway–Teamsters (2.4% for 2010, 3% for 2011, 3% for 2012) Kamloops Municipal Employees– CUPE (2% for 2011, 2% for 2012, 2% for 2013) Surrey Firefighters (3% for 2010, 2.5% for 2011) North Cowichan Municipal Employees–CUPE (2% for 2010, 2.5% for 2011, 2.5% for 2012, 3% for 2013) CN Railway–CAW (2.4% for 2011, 2.6% for 2012, 3% for 2013, 3% for 2014) Comox District Municipal Employees–CUPE (2% for 2010, 2% for 2011, 3% for 2012, 2% for 2013) Vancouver Police (2.95% for 2010, 2.95% for 2011, 1.25% for 2012, 1.3% for 2013) Quesnel Municipal Employees– CUPE (0% for 2010, 1.5% for 2011, 2%for 2012) BC Rapid Transit (3% for 2010) Canada Revenue Agency–PSA (1.5% for 2010, 1.5% for 2011) Courtenay Municipal Employees– CUPE (2% f0r 2011, 2% for 2012, 2.75% for 2013, 2.25% for 2014) BC Paramedics (3% for 2010) Revelstoke Municipal Employees (1.25% for 2010, 1.25% for 2011, 1.5% for 2012, 1.5% for 2013) Myth 5: Teachers are asking for too much Reality: Teachers want to keep up with inflation. Teachers want to catch up with their colleagues in other provinces. Teachers took four years of zero increases since 1998. Teachers traded salary for smaller class sizes and those class-size provisions were later eliminated. It is perfectly reasonable to ask for cost-of-living increases and wage adjustments to catch up with our Canadian colleagues. Myth 6: Teachers are asking for $2 billion. Reality: The true number is many times less—the BCTF’s estimate is $305 million for our revised package. BCPSEA (the employer) made many erroneous assumptions in order to come up with a hyper-inflated costing number. For example, they assumed every teacher would take extra sick days if they were available. However, we know from Statistics Canada that teachers take an average of 7.3 days per year, which is already considerably less than their entitlement, so increased entitlement would only be used by a small percentage of teachers who become very ill. The assumptions used by BCPSEA were unrealistic and result in highly inflated costing estimates. They are not justified and do not reflect the true cost of the proposals teachers have put forward. Reaching a fair deal  A fair deal is achieved in the usual course of bargaining through give and take on both sides. Each side starts with an opening “position” and then shifts and moves and counters in an effort to reach a settlement. But with a net- zero mandate, BCPSEA is unable to bargain. To date, the only proposals BCPSEA has made are actually concessions—proposals that would remove due process and job security rights from the collective agreement. They are unable to make a counter proposal on any matter that has a cost, improves workload, or enhances rights for teachers—all due to the mandate. Rather than the usual back and forth of negotiations, there has been only movement from the BCTF. Without any shift from BCPSEA, there is no way to reach a compromise and a settlement. A fair deal is attainable. It can be done within the current financial climate of moderate growth. But the next step needs to come from government. Government needs to revisit the mandate that it has imposed on BCPSEA and allow BCPSEA to bargain. Then, the bargaining can begin.  Tara Ehrcke, BCTF bargaining team member and president, Greater Victoria Teachersí Association.   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media jthornthwaite last tweet "MLA @douglas_horne thanking @colemancountry for his work w/ housing for BC @LindaReimerMLA @bcliberals http://t.co/zR6bdVGcRI" @jthornthwaite - 02:03am Follow @jthornthwaite BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2010/09/21st-century-learning-coming-to-school.html,Staffroom Confidential: 21st Century Learning - Coming to a school near you? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Wednesday, September 15, 2010 21st Century Learning - Coming to a school near you? I hope to mostly write my own commentary, but I just can't match Alfie Kohn...so here are his comments on the latest fad in education.... When “21st-Century Schooling” Just Isn’t Good Enough:  A Modest Proposal By Alfie Kohn Many school administrators, and even more people who aren’t educators but are kind enough to offer their advice about how our field can be improved, have emphasized the need for “21st-century schools” that teach “21st-century skills.”  But is this really enough, particularly now that our adversaries (in other words, people who live in other countries) may be thinking along the same lines?  Unfortunately, no. Beginning immediately, therefore, we must begin to implement 22nd-century education. What does that phrase mean?  How can we possibly know what skills will be needed so far in the future?  Such challenges from skeptics – the same kind of people who ask annoying questions about other cutting-edge ideas, including “brain-based education” -- are to be expected.  But if we’re confident enough to describe what education should be like throughout the 21st century – that is, what will be needed over the next 90 years or so -- it’s not much of a stretch to reach a few decades beyond that. Essentially, we can take whatever objectives or teaching strategies we happen to favor and, merely by attaching a label that designates a future time period, endow them (and ourselves) with an aura of novelty and significance.  Better yet, we instantly define our critics as impediments to progress.  If this trick works for the adjective “21st-century,” imagine the payoff from ratcheting it up by a hundred years. To describe schooling as 22nd-century, however, does suggest a somewhat specific agenda.  First, it signifies an emphasis on competitiveness.  Even those who talk about 21st-century schools invariably follow that phrase with a reference to “the need to compete in a global economy.”  The goal isn’t excellence, in other words; it’s victory.  Education is first and foremost about being first and foremost.  Therefore, we might as well trump the 21st-century folks by peering even further into the future. You may have noticed the connection between this conception of education and the practice of continually ranking students on the basis of their scores on standardized tests.  This is a promising start, but it doesn’t go nearly far enough.  Twenty-second--century schooling means that just about everything should be evaluated in terms of who’s beating whom.  Thus, newspapers might feature headlines like:  “U.S. Schools Now in 4th Place in Number of Hall Monitors” or “Gates Funds $50-Billion Effort to Manufacture World-Class Cafeteria Trays.”  Whatever the criterion, our challenge is to make sure that people who don’t live in the United States will always be inferior to us. This need to be number one also explains why we can no longer settle for teaching to the “whole child.”  The trouble is that if you have a whole of something, you have only one of it.  From now on, therefore, you can expect to see conferences devoted to educating a “child-and-a-half” (CAAH).   Nothing less will do in a 22nd-century global – or possibly interplanetary – economy.  To cite the title of a forthcoming best-seller that educators will be reading in place of dusty tomes about pedagogy, The Solar System Is Flat. In addition to competitiveness, those who specify an entire century to frame their objectives tend not to be distracted by all the fretting about what’s good for children.  Instead, they ask, “What do our corporations need?” and work backwards from there.  We must never forget the primary reason that children attend school – namely, to be trained in the skills that will maximize the profits earned by their future employers.  Indeed, we have already made great strides in shifting the conversation about education to what will prove useful in workplaces rather than wasting time discussing what might support “democracy” (an 18th-century notion, isn’t it?) or what might promote self development as an intrinsic good (a concept that goes back thousands of years and is therefore antiquated by definition). How can we redouble our commitment to business-oriented schooling?  If necessary, we can outsource some of the learning to students in Asia, who will memorize more facts for lower grades.  And we can complete the process, already begun in spirit, of making universities’ education departments subsidiaries of their business schools.  More generally, we must put an end to pointless talk about students’ “interest” in learning and instead focus on skills that will contribute to the bottom line.  Again, we’re delighted to report that this shift is already underway, thanks to those who keep reminding us about the importance of 21st-century schooling. This is no time for complacency, though.  Not everyone is on board yet, and that means we’ll have to weed out teachers whose stubborn attachment to less efficient educational strategies threatens to slow down the engine of our future economy.  How can we rid our schools of those who refuse to be team players?  Well, we can insist that all classroom instruction be rigorously aligned to state standards – a very effective technique since most of those standards documents were drafted by people steeped in the models, methods, and metaphors of corporations.  We can also use merit pay to enforce compliance by stigmatizing anyone who doesn’t play by the new rules.  (Come to think of it, here, too, we’re already well on our way to creating 22nd-century classrooms.) The final distinguishing feature of education that’s geared to the next century is its worshipful attitude toward mathematics and technology.  “If you can’t quantify it or plug it in, who needs it?” Of course, the reason we will continue to redirect resources toward the STEM subjects (and away from literature and the arts) isn’t because the former are inherently more important but simply because they’re more useful from an economic standpoint.  And that standpoint is the only one that matters for schools with a proper 22nd-century mindset. One last point.  We will of course continue to talk earnestly about the need for a curriculum that features “critical thinking” skills – by which we mean the specific proficiencies acceptable to CEOs.  But you will appreciate the need to delicately discourage real critical thinking on the part of students, since this might lead them to pose inconvenient questions about the entire enterprise and the ideology on which it’s based.  There’s certainly no room for that in the global competitive economy of the future.  Or the present. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 11:51 AM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 1 comment: IainSeptember 30, 2010 at 9:07 AM Whatever Alfie Kohn has read it most certainly didn't come from the 21st Century Learning Initiative. He's apparently read something vastly different entitled 21st Century Schooling. If anyone has read the work of John Abbott and the 21st Century Learning Initiative they will understand that it is pretty much the exact opposite of what Mr. Kohn is railing against. Please don't prejudge the 21st Century Initiative, yes it's yet another buzzword or fad, but it has to be titled somehow, no? Mr. Abbott's work is quite refreshing in that it has nothing to do with "competition...blah,blah,blah...higher standards...blah, blah, blah... what business wants..blah, blah, blah"ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ▼  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ▼  September (5) Ontario arbitrator rejects wage freeze 21st Century Learning - Coming to a school near yo... Grading the Teacher - What's the Agenda? The Return of Deadlines? Ontario - Doing Kindergarten Right ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/BCTFNews.aspx?id=24536,BCTF News, Vol. 17, No. 3, November 2011  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development BCTF News archive 2013–14  2012–13  2011–12     2010–11  2009–10    En français  Home > Publications > Newsletters and Alerts > BCTF News > 2011-12 Archives BCTF News Teachers Working Together for Quality Public Education   Volume 17 No. 3  November  2011  Table of Contents Because I say so!  Continuing discussion on Bills 27 and 28  Teachers' Act brings changes in college governance  Poverty report card  Because I say so! That's all the justification principals would need to provide when transferring, hiring, firing, or directing teachers how to teach if the package of BCPSEA demands tabled on November 22 in provincial bargaining were to come into effect. In a move reminiscent of events in Wisconsin, BCPSEA, in collusion with government, is attempting to impose 19th century labour relations to clear the way for the 21st century learning plan. The package is backed up by thinly veiled threats from government to legislate changes that cannot be achieved through collective bargaining. BCPSEA is demanding that: vacancies occurring mid-year will be "filled directly by the employer without posting. seniority will not be a factor in filling mid-year positions. the principal will unilaterally determine all assignments. the principal can transfer a teacher at any time for "educational, financial, or other administrative reasons" regardless of seniority or qualifications. the employer must only "attempt to accommodate" teacher requests for transfer. the principal will unilaterally evaluate a teacher's qualifications considering related experience, performance, qualifications, and suitability. teachers can be laid off if, in the opinion of the employer, they do not possess the necessary qualification for their position, regardless of seniority. teachers may be exempted from layoff if, in the opinion of the employer, layoff would result in the elimination of a course or program. teachers performance can be reviewed yearly, with no defined process, with dismissal for one failed performance review. yearly growth plans will be mandatory, directed by the principal, and will include "curriculum implementation, more effective teaching practice, and effective learning strategies." the growth plan will be "evaluative in nature," must address organizational goals, and will be retained in the teacher's personnel file. This package seeks to undo decades of improvements to working conditions. If implemented, it will effectively de-professionalize teaching. This proposal, which is fully supported by the trustees' association and government is nothing short of union busting. It will create a climate of fear and uncertainty that no reasonable person would consider conducive to learning in the 21st century. Continuing discussion on Bills 27 and 28 The BCTF has tabled a counter proposal to the government's plan to establish a Classroom Organization Fund (COF) that contains minimal funding (none for this year) and would force competition between students and schools. The BCTF proposal consists of a Memorandum of Agreement and a Letter of Understanding containing provincial collective agreement provisions regarding class size, class composition, learning specialist staffing levels, and a remedy to address the harm done over the past 10 years. Government has subsequently rejected the BCTF proposal saying it did not address their objectives, which as we know are linked to the education plan, our bargaining, and the ever-increasing desire to cut education funding. Government made it clear that in their view these meetings are simply an opportunity for the BCTF to present its views on the government's Classroom Organization Fund before they draft "corrective legislation." The BCTF maintains that the BC Supreme Court decision, declaring Bills 27 and 28 unconstitutional, requires the reinstatement of the working conditions rights and language that was stripped from collective agreements in 2002. Teachers' Act brings changes in college governance The provincial government has enacted Bill 12, the Teachers' Act which brings significant changes to the structure and operation of the BC College of Teachers. The new 15-member council will be charged with setting standards for certification of teachers, establishing standards for conduct and competency, approval of teacher education programs at universities, and adjudication of disciplinary matters. The composition of the new council will be: three teachers nominated by the BCTF five teachers elected by teachers on a regional basis seven members based on nominations from other education partner groups one non-voting council member to report to the minister. A separate nine-member Disciplinary and Professional Conduct Board will be appointed from the council members to hear complaints of a serious nature. Individual discipline hearings of public school teachers will be before a panel of three with only one member of a hearing panel being a member of the BCTF. A Commissioner will be appointed to oversee professional conduct and discipline matters. The Act contains numerous provisions that make discipline proceedings more public, including, "An oral hearing of a panel must be open to the public," unless the panel decides otherwise. Coupled with the broad powers of investigation being given to the Commissioner, and the elimination of the right to appeal to the courts, the BCTF has great concern over the process becoming inquisitorial to the point of compromising the basic rights of teachers. Poverty report card First Call, BC's child and advocacy coalition has just released the 2011 Child Poverty Report Card. The annual report card documents in detail the rate and impact of child poverty from year-to-year. Between 2008 and 2009 the child poverty rate increased from 14.5% to 16.4% yet again ensuring that BC has the worst child poverty rate in Canada. For children under age six the rate was 20.2%, or one in five young children. The report puts forward a number of recommendations that are necessary to deal with this deplorable situation. Higher wages top the list along with tax changes, high-quality early care, increased post-secondary education opportunities, affordable housing, and coverage for prescription drugs and dental care. "Child poverty is an outcome of the corrosive and unsustainable income inequality that has been allowed to grow in BC and Canada. It undermines children's potential and provokes a host of short- and long-term social and economic harms, which affect individuals, communities, and our collective future." 2011 Child Poverty Report Card: http://tinyurl.com/d5s594w    Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=6934,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 7, May/June 2006 On being well: May is Peace Month by Julia Johnson The April issue of Teacher had a number of articles related to peace in support of May being peace month. Achieving world peace seems a distant dream when global disparity in national economies, health, governance, food and water security, social justice, and the gap between the rich and the poor become grist for the mill of unrest, discontent, frustration, and aggression. The World Peace Forum, with the help of the Greater Vancouver Regional District and the BCTF, have organized The International Peace Conference in June 2006 to explore these disparities. Discussion opportunities through panels, workshops, public forums, arts, and entertainment are available. Stephen Lewis, during his keynote address at the 2006 BCTF Annual General Meeting, praised the BCTF for its efforts to raise awareness of global issues and urged BCTF members to "take the issues, no matter how complex, into their classrooms." He stated, "By allowing young minds to grope with them, you are allowing the global citizens to emerge." To this end the BCTF provides a variety of resources. There are lesson plans for elementary and secondary students on diversity, human rights, conflict resolution, peace and justice, democracy, good governance, and international development to name a few. It goes without saying that the quality "peace" is a social principle desired by individuals in all societies throughout the world. The big picture vision of achieving peace is to live in a world without war. Closer to home the vision is to eliminate the injustices and inequalities that exist in communities and workplaces in which we live and work. How to achieve this is the big question. When I think about the value of peace wearing my wellness hat, I acknowledge that classroom instruction on injustices and inequities that exist in the world is essential, but where does one begin? Implementing a social responsibility curriculum using resources provided by the BCTF is perhaps a good place to start. However, I believe we can only teach what we know and the place to begin is beautifully expressed in the song, "Let there be peace on earth and let it begin with me." Our hope that our children will emerge as global citizens can only happen when they see us living, breathing, and walking the talk of peace. If we apply the teaching principle, "teach with the end in mind" then the place to start is with our own personal wellness. When each of us is well in all of the domains that make up our being, and we live a life of wellness choices, we become role models of what it means to live a healthy lifestyle. When more people of the world live a healthy lifestyle then we collectively evolve into beings with a passion for ensuring that economic and environmental choices are made that will enable each of us to live a sustainable co-existence protecting the earth’s resources. We live in a world that is sick on many levels because its inhabitants make decisions and choices that are unhealthy in many areas. We can’t expect our children to emerge as world citizens only by teaching lessons on peace if we do not live by example, the social responsibility tenet of looking after and caring for each other. When we begin to make healthy choices for ourselves and others, this will have an impact upon the economic decisions we make in a global economy. When we change our unhealthy life style we will be able to work together to end war, and build a peaceful, just, and sustainable world. Julia Johnson, a retired learning resource teacher in Quesnel, is a BCTF PD wellness associate and a member of the Teacher Newsmagazine Advisory board. livingjewels@shaw.ca. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7712,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 3, November/December 2004 Health and Safety 10 gems from the members’ guide by Maureen L. MacDonald The Members’ Guide to the BCTF contains all the Federation’s policies and procedures adopted since 1953, the goals, the local and provincial fees, the Code of Ethics, the Simplified Rules of Order, and lots more. The whole book is a treasure trove of information, well worth reading. Here are 10 of my favourite policies about health and safety. 1. 39.59, p. 142—That custodial staff be provided at all times that schools are in session and that sufficient custodial time be provided each day for thorough cleaning of school facilities and grounds. – 2001 AGM Biohazardous materials need to be removed right away. It’s the law. No one wants to walk through goose droppings on the front steps of the school, or step around vomit that the custodian will clean up in the evening. Teachers are not required to do the cleaning. That’s one reason each school has an administrator. 2. 40.01, p. 142—That students and teachers have the right to a learning and working environment free from sexual harassment. – 1982 AGM Too many teachers have used their sick leave to avoid the distress of being harassed. Some have gone on to use the Salary Indemnity Plan that all members pay for. Don’t put up with harassment. Grieve using the provisions of the collective agreement. Report the harassment to the Joint Occupational Health & Safety (JOH&S) Committee at your worksite. There’ll be an investigation. 3. 53.A.15, p. 156—That the BCTF urge the Ministry of Education to ensure that every teacher has access to in-service training necessary to teach violence-prevention programs. – Dec. 1993 Ex. This request has not been dealt with adequately by a long list of ministers of education. Let’s try to fix that on May 17, 2005. 4. 53.A.29, p. 156—That no student new to a school be in attendance at school until a background check has ascertained that the student poses no risk or until a plan has been written and communicated to all staff likely to have contact with the student and adequate resources are in place which eliminates or minimizes the risk of violence and which includes a response-to-critical-incidents strategy detailing roles and responsibilities. – AGM 2001 Risk-assessment procedures for violence in the workplace are found in WCB Regulation 4.28–4.31. Some schools now delay entry of new students for at least one day, pending the arrival of more information and giving staff a bit of time to make the right placement. Raise this with your JOH&S committee. One day is a start, but is it enough? 5. 13.D.09, p. 97—That locals and district health and safety committee members (a) encourage all health and safety representatives to utilize their entitlement to an eight-hour annual education leave under S. 135 of the Workers Compensation Act, and (b) request the BCTF/WorkSafe course as the content for the educational leave. – Nov. 2000 RA All members of all JOH&S committees are entitled by law to release time annually for eight-hour training. That means all teacher reps, all support staff union reps, and all employers’ reps. The BCTF offers excellent, extensive tripartite training under the auspices of the WCB WorkSafe program. Get your committee to request it, and tell your local H&S rep. 6. 39.51, p. 141—That instruction in hand washing be given in schools. – 2001 AGM Delegates to the 2001 AGM poked fun at the idea of singing "Twinkle, twinkle, little star" while washing their hands, but they knew that hand washing is the best defence against contagious diseases. Teach it to your students, young and old. Download a copy of the hand-washing poster from the BCTF web site www.bctf.ca/education/health/. 7. 12.09, p. 82—That only nutritious foods should be sold in school cafeterias." – 1974 AGM, Oct. 1980 RA 12.35, p. 84—That the Ministry of Education provide monetary incentives to schools to ban the sale of junk food and drinks from their premises. – May 2004 RA It is as if the headlines were snatched right out of our policies! 8. 13.D.13, p. 97—That a safety plan for working alone as required by OH&S Regulation 4.21 be provided by the employer for all BCTF members who work alone. – 2001 AGM School districts in which teachers have keys to schools have procedures such as phoning a central number to state the expected time to be spent in school on evenings or weekends, and phoning back to check out. Others have a buddy system in place so a teacher is never working alone. Reporting time is coming. If you teach in a portable or an isolated classroom meet parents in the library or the office for safety. 9. 13.D.12, p. 98—That all schools and worksites be non-smoking areas. – 1987 AGM, 2004 AGM Did you know that there are still some schools where students smoke on the property? Staff members haven’t done that for years now! Last year, some teachers declined to supervise the smoking students, saying that it is unsafe work. Administrators took over the duty. Let’s encourage school boards to go a step further. 10. 39.01.6., p. 140—That construction protocols must be in place before any renovations or alterations, including painting, start. – Jan 2003 Ex The BCTF Construction/Renovation/Maintenance/Repair Protocol is found at bctf.ca/education/health/ConstructionProtocol.html. Refer to it in discussions about changes to your school facilities. You don’t have to be allergic to paint fumes to care about the noise levels, the safe passageways, and the visitors’ identification badges. What do you think? Did I pick your favourites? Do you have others? Let me know. Or write a letter to the editor. Will you help? All the above statements are policies, not procedures. They deal with matters over which the BCTF does not have complete control. By promoting BCTF policies at every opportunity, members increase the chance of implementing them. At least we’ll feel better for trying. Be safe out there. Maureen MacDonald is the prevention officer in the Health and Safety Department. To put your name on the BCTF occupational health and safety e-mail list, e-mail your request to Whitney Burgess, wburgess@bctf.ca. NOTE: The Members’ Guide to the BCTF is sent to all schools on a two-copies-per-staffroom basis, and distributed to other members on request. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141006,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2014/09/tentative-agreement-yes-or-no.html?showComment0751410928980722,Staffroom Confidential: Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, September 16, 2014 Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Despite what I know was a herculean effort on the part of our bargaining team, I very much hope that BC teachers will vote no to the tentative agreement. After five weeks of strike, and twelve years of legal battles, this is not the deal that will restore sanity to public education and it is not a fair deal for teachers and students. Just as teachers in Saskatchewan rejected a deal to ensure a better outcome, I hope BC teachers will consider a no vote to let our team know we have to go back to the bargaining table. Class size, composition The agreement provided a modified LIF fund starting at $75 million per year and increasing to $85 by the last year. It is for teachers only, which will mean a slight improvement in Districts where sizeable portions were spent on Education Assistants or senior District staff rather than teachers. However, in an average size District like Victoria (20,000 students, 1,000 teachers), this will translate into about 5-10 more teachers. That is one for every five schools. To put it in comparison, Justice Griffin's judgement estimated the lost funding due to lost class size language at about $330 million in current dollars. (Read more here about the proposed Education Fund.) I heard so many teachers speak up about the need to ensure that we do not return to over-crowded classes when the strike ends. This agreement does very little to alleviate what is the most pressing issue. Throwing away the court victory The agreement provides a "reopener" in the event we win on appeal our class size language. What this means is that the language returns, but is not implemented until new language is negotiated. Without the actual implementation of the returned language, there will be very little incentive for the government to bargain it back. We would essentially be back in the very same position we are in today, with government trying to bargain it out and us trying to bargain it back in. In my opinion, even if we were legislated back to work we would be in a superior position. If we won the appeal the government would then be forced to implement the language. We are thus throwing away our historic court victory and the bargaining pressure it potentially creates. The reopener is really only mildly less offensive than E80. In both cases, we have to bargain back what was illegally taken from our contract and the government will probably never have to restore it. In fact, the "reopener" creates the perfect opportunity for government to lock us out to try and force us to agree to something far inferior. Throwing away the remedy for the last twelve years The agreement provides $105 million to compensate for grievances over-sized classes for the last twelve years. Using Justice Griffin's estimates, our loss is roughly $300 million times 12 = over $3 billion. I cannot fathom how $105 million is a fair compromise. The BCTF's original proposal to put this money back into the system was a more fair and productive approach. This agreement means we can no longer go to the courts for a fair remedy. Wages The agreement is very close to government's original offer. While I would be willing to accept this if the class size language was returned, teachers should not be taking such a significant monetary loss without the commensurate gain in working conditions. We have lost roughly 12% of our annual salary. We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut. Minimal improvements There are very minimal improvements in preparation time for elementary teachers (10 minutes per week), and TTOC daily rate. The TTOC daily rate change may depend on your grid placement. It could actually be a wage loss for long term TTOCs who are above category 5 and step 7. There is also $11 million in health and dental benefits. At 40,000 members, this is $275 each. Hardly worth consideration in the context of the rest of the agreement. What next? There are a variety of options if we vote no. We can continue the strike. We can choose to return to work and continue bargaining. We do not, and should not, accept an agreement that doesn't meet our needs and doesn't meet the needs of students and public education. When Saskatchewan teachers rejected the first deal which had 5.5% wage increases over four years, the second deal had 7.3% increases over four years. They have said this still isn't good enough. For us, our main issue is classroom conditions. We need to say this isn't good enough. The way to do that is to vote no. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 7:48 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 124 comments: Troy MooreSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:17 PM The EC recommendation states the open clause will be argued from restored language. However, selling our grievances for nothing as the 105 million is strike savings, is plenty of reason to vote no. Further, no composition caps, but a fund controlled by Superintendents is enough reason to vote no. Thursday I will vote no.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:06 PM Re-opener also says "education fund" in place until new language bargained, so old language can disappear forever.Delete Reply Mme RousseauSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:33 PM Government starved us to death hoping we'd vote yes to whatever deal they'd offer. Planned it from the start.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:07 PM We can sill choose (collectively) to return to work if we reject this deal. Many options.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:09 PM Great analysis, Tara! I think that returning to work would be a bad idea. This will frustrate parents more if they need to find new ways to deal with taking care fo kids. USe the money given to you by the other unions. I am a teacher who had to quit for stress over the terrible condition of work (split FI grade 4/5, several low LD kids with little support, one severe with no support, 2 gifted (no support), and a principal who expected me to teach 2 separate social studies AND science programs)Delete Reply Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:56 PM Good points by all but the gov't succeeded in starving my family out and completly breaking us. I will be voting YES and live to fight another dayReplyDelete Replies schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:21 PM 'Fight another day'? In the last twelve years that we have been pushing back against this government, never has the tide tide been so much with teachers, class size/composition, and public education - and never has the government been pushed back onto the ropes (especially with the call for binding arbitration). What 'other day' is being proposed that we wait for? Now is the time. Vote 'no' and give the BCTF bargaining team a renewed mandate to get a decent deal for students and teachers.Delete Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:10 PM "Another day" means to wake up and realize that 2more weeks means my family of 5 could lose our home. It means I will do all I can to recall Cc, Factbender, and other mla's, and maybe even having "a guy I know" have a chat with them. In year 1 of their reign, I don't believe they even know what "the ropes" are. I will vote YES ...for my family, and I can live with thatDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:12 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply Karen FergusonSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:03 PM Just a question: When the Saskatchewan teachers voted no, had they already been on strike for 5 weeks?ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM No. They are working with no contract. They are not on strike.Delete Shannon DavisSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:23 AM I am a Saskatchewan teacher. We are not on strike; we are currently in the conciliation process after voting "no" to 2 previous offersDelete Reply "Mama Rose"September 16, 2014 at 9:27 PM Can we truly return to work without agreeing and continue bargaining? When I suggested returning to work a few weeks ago, the answer was "being on strike puts pressure on the gov't and without pressure they have no reason to settle." And can you explain more how legislating us back would be better than agreeing to this deal? And finally, why would the BCTF executive put forward a deal that was not a good one?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:30 PM Because they need confirmation of the resolve of the membership to get something better. That is what a no vote does.Delete Reply Troylana MSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:28 PM some great points to ponder, tara......thinking thinking....ReplyDelete schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:43 PM If we vote 'no' to the tentative deal we still have options: We'd not have a contract. But we could... a) strike with full picket lines b) partially strike with phase 1 (work-to-rule) in schools c) partially strike with periodic/rotating job action d) continue negotiating e) return to work and re-escalate strike f) some/all of the above ReplyDelete Replies Caroline MackenzieSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:21 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:14 PM a) will expedite matters (I say less that 3 days)Delete Reply danabjornsonSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:05 PM I am thinking that a legislated, crappier contract would only be in effect for 2 years max (before elections...). If we take this offer, then we will be agreeing to this pseudo-E80. Should we win the court case (which we likely will), we will have to settle on the terms of the THIS negotiated contract which doesn't actually restore learning conditions; it simply allows for those conditions to be negotiated. If we say n, then we default to the 2002 contract, which DOES restore the language. A "yes" vote is saying that we are good on "crumbs"; a "no" vote is saying we want an actual meal. That's my understanding, anyway. Please correct me where I am wrong, Tara. :)ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:44 PM And word is IF they legislate, they could opt to legislate back Grade 10-12 only causing the union to have to lay off all teachers and re-hire based on seniority. That will tear the union at the seams pitting teacher against teacher for those positions. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:17 PM There will be a general strike if that were to happen! They better not do this. They will regret it.Delete Reply imaginefunlearningSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:09 PM Some good points on the background of our fight over the past 12 years, which I have been actively engaged in; however we need to recognize the climate we are in. We are not in Sask. people! We have just come through a very long summer!! We need to thank our @bctf bargaining team & recognize the toll this has taken on all of us & our families. I don't have the luxury of more time on the strike line. This may be as good as it gets. Let's read the agreement and consider getting back to work and making some $ again! That's my 2 cents worth, which would come in really handy right now!!!ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:18 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply RobSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:11 PM Go back in work to rule mode. Work this winter to recall every Liberal MLA. ThAt is the only way to apply pressure to these criminals. ReplyDelete Replies Kate RestonSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:03 PM Recall! Not sure who won the battle but the war is still onDelete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:14 AM Well said Kate... I agree 100%Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:20 PM I think say NO and a better deal will be done in less than 3 days. These guys are not criminals, they are lower than that. I bet they get a sick pleasure in hurting the kids and the teachers.Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:31 PM An official recall is in the works: https://www.facebook.com/groups/316129595235450/?fref=ts Please consider joining.Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:26 AM Leah - do you honestly think anyone who voted BC Liberal did so thinking that they would act any differently on the education file?Delete Reply JJSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:16 PM I am glad to see other members who share my views. I am outraged at a 1.2 percent "raise" in salary per year that doesn't even meet inflation of currently 2%. I feel used and abused.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:23 PM Not to mention all of the other pittance! I am actually surprised that Iker asked teachers to vote on this! Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:18 PM Hi Tara Thanks for the summary! Will we be able to vote NO to the deal, but vote YES to returning to work? Will there be three options when we vote Thursday? Why did the BCTF agree to a substandard deal for us? If we vote no to a deal that was recommended to us, the teachers look like the bad guys and public approval will plummet. I am very disappointed and frustratedReplyDelete Replies KataSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:12 AM Public approval will not necessarily plummet. I have seen strikes where the membership has voted against the executive's "best results to date", and ended up with a better offer. This offer is an insult. The $300 million will not bring funding to the national average (I believe). More importantly, the wage offer is half of the average wage increase for public and private workers (StatsCan). Delete Reply MontySeptember 16, 2014 at 10:19 PM Thank you, Tara. My thoughts too, more clearly expressed. As well, Thursday is too soon to vote, too soon to vote, too soon to vote........ReplyDelete Richard ChalkeSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:21 PM Vote no and lose every shred of public support...just sayin!ReplyDelete Replies UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:31 AM I am a member of the public and would support a "no" vote. js!.Delete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:01 AM Richard Chalke, NO you won't! I am a mother with 3 adopted special needs children who need to be in a class that is designed for them and others like them (my kids are academically slightly delayed but their issues are more social and behavioural) where they can receive the education they deserve taught in a way they can comprehend. I will speak now for all the parents I know, and we will support the teacher's if they continue to fight for our children's best interest.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:28 PM It might not be pretty at first, but once we explain things (and I hope the Mandarin-speaking teachers flood the Richmond organization that voiced their concerns), they will back us. The 3 billions that the judge came to is the first I hear about. This should be stated to every newsmedia comment section in the province. Minimize pickets and flood those outlets with commenters, just like the Liberals do. Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:45 PM I am a member of the public and a single Mother of a child in the public school system. You will NOT lose one bit of my support if you vote no. I know that you are sacrificing so that my child can have a better education, and I am most grateful for it. Having said that, I also know that you are exhausted and broke. I have been dreading that you may have to settle for less than what you (we) deserve because the government succeeded in breaking you. I am not in your shoes, so cannot judge. If the vote is a yes, I understand and I am still behind you. Delete Reply Alison RocheSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:25 PM It is a crap deal. It's always a crap deal. Once you raise the stakes to striking, anything else is a cave in. The last time we walked out was the 3 day illegal strike where I threw away 1200$ and got EXACTLY the same contract I had the year before. The BCTF called it a win because they didn't rip up MORE of my contract. Ridiculous. There are a few of us that believe that working to contract, doing 100% of your teaching job and nothing more (like paying for supplies out of your own pocket or EC) is the only way teachers will survive this government. What if they get re-elected again? Then what? Teachers have lost thousands to these clowns to make "statements" about the state of public education in this province. We can't keep sacrificing ourselves and our families. And in the meantime, you talk to parents about why you have to take this crappy road. Because up until this strike they mostly didn't care about the state of education, but god forbid you didn't run a Sports Day. Then suddenly they wanted to know what the hell was going on. Keep the conversation going in schools. Attend your PAC meetings and stop enabling this govt to underfund and overwork the system. And still get paid!ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:20 AM I am very excited at the prospect of returning to my beloved job on Friday. However I will NOT continue to put my personal money into my classroom and I will be seriously reconsidering my involvement in extra curriculars. I think we shoot ourselves in the foot with all the unpaid work we so willingly volunteer to do. Delete Reply FCSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:38 PM I heard a rumour last week from a loose lipped government insider that after the 22nd, depending on the outcome of the negotiations the Liberals were going to announce a 3 step process. I was not clear if this was based on 3 steps to resolve the strike (perhaps the 3rd step is legislation??) or 3 steps to overhaul the education system, either way, they will settle it outright. I wish you all luck and all the information that you need to make a sound decision of what you feel is best.ReplyDelete Replies Lisa BurrowsSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:53 PM I have heard similar rumours. On the 23rd, the gov. was planning on introducing a $6000 per year voucher system for 3 choices: an academic or trades program, or something called EducationCanada. Not clear whether their intention was to privatize the public system, de-certify teachers and hire them back under new wage/benefits. Not clear where these rumours originated from. Maybe fear tactics to get teachers to vote yes. In any event, I plan on voting yes. I signed up to be a teacher, not a martyr. This strike has cost us a lot. We need to regain our livelihood and hopefully continue the conversation about class composition. We have at least awakened many people to the issue, and the court case is still an avenue that could eventually improve teaching and learning conditions.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:33 PM I urge all teachers to fight and say NO to this deal. Retired teacher who had to retire because horrendous work conditions. Make me proud. They will not last long if you say NO! I know this is tough, but there is money and I hear that Van City does offer loan at low to 0 %. Banks do allow you to miss a mortgage payment. Go talki to your banker.Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM Will school districts require teachers to make up missed days, as suggested in the media? Will the school calendar be changing to make up for the missed three weeks and if so will we be made aware of those changes PRIOR to the vote? ReplyDelete KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:41 PM "Wages..... We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut." And that is the cost of going on strike!!! There is nothing that can be done about that. You cannot go on strike and put up the raise you want every week to compensate for your time on strike - it doesn't work that way.ReplyDelete Replies Drew StevensonSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:59 AM I believe the missing "..." Suggests that they meant to refer to the losses against inflation since the last wage step increase. Thus this contract does not allow us to recover the buying power lost to inflation since the last non contract or "0%" year. Add those up and compare against the proposed increase and you see that by the end of the contract, we won't be able to afford the same value of goods (loaves of bread, watts of energy, litres of gas) that we could at the end of the last contracts term. It was not a comment about wages that were lost in the strike. Those are really small potatoes when compared to the grinding power of inflation over years and years. The next contract will use this latest for a bench mark so these losses to inflation will grind at all teachers for as long as they teach. A death of a thousand cuts to our ability to afford basic goods and services. Any raise less than inflation is a cut to the value placed on us and on our ability to pay our bills. Delete Reply Ed SSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:09 PM Having lost $20,000 (including summer school wages) as the single income for a family of five is far too much; I will be voting YES to the deal, unless the independently wealthy teachers out there who wish to continue the strike will pay my bills and mortgage for me.ReplyDelete Replies Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:14 PM I feel ya. Yes for meDelete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:18 AM Ed S. With all due respect (and I mean that), how did you lose $20,000 in the strike? Teachers were out 2 weeks (all out) before they were supposed to be in June, and now 3 weeks for the start of school? It is my understanding that teachers don't get paid through the summer months. Please correct me if I'm wrong, wherever I'm wrong. Shouldn't you have been financially alright for the summer months at least? Also all teachers knew this strike had a possibility of extending into the new school year but no one teacher budgeted for this possibility? I'm truly just trying to get a clear picture of where this all stems. NO disrespect intended.Delete BlairSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:12 AM Kelly, not Ed but if you look at the numbers there was the 10% lockout haircut in May/June plus the loss of most of June and the loss of much of September. In our 1 teacher (1 non) household we calculated a $9 K - $10 K loss so far. If you add summer school earnings you can easily make the loss in the $20 k zone. As for budgeting, we budget for the summer, but did not expect the 10% haircut, nor the loss of June/Sept days which completely messed our budgeting calculations. A very good friend (single teaching mother) was crushed by the loss of the June income and is without a penny today.Delete Mr. SmoothSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:35 PM The only one who didn't get a haircut was Jim Iker... and he needs one more than anyone else. What's with that over-coiffed 70"s mullet Jim? Does wonders for the BCTF brand image!Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:55 PM Jim's hair is not open for discussion in a respectful space like this. As for his salary, he is a teacher who does not get paid when we are on strike.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:04 PM Totally agree!Delete Reply Mr. GSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:24 PM If I thought they could do any better I would agree with voting NO, but you have to be realistic. The BCTF does not use professionals to bargain and always ends up with much less than they promise the membership when asking for a strike vote. While this is not a great deal for teachers, I really think you're fooling yourself if you think it'll get any better.ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:02 AM BCTF needs to be replaced with younger more adept representatives and advocates. Also, we should be hiring professional contract negotiators - you don't go into battle with cut throat corporate types with a wooden knife. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:37 PM This is BAD deal! Say NO to it and show those (expletives) that we will not take it anymore! Come on! Show them that teachers have a spine! They will respect us, oddly!Delete Reply retaSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:51 PM I agree with Richard. Those in the public that are uniformed would be furious, and there are many teachers who just can't afford to use their wages as their voice any longer - too much has already been donated to the government. In my opinion, the deal is pretty lame. I am sitting on the fence.ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:24 AM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:26 AM So true!!! I cannot afford to fight this battle for public education any longer. Why is this my personal and professional obligation??? However I think this deal is weak weak weak. I also think its the best we are going to get. Ideologically I'm on the fence but my wallet will vote YES.Delete Reply SirThinksToo MuchSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:54 PM My wife and I will be voting "Yes" on Thursday for it is the middle path. The easy path would have been for us to go back to school with E-80 & E-81 over our heads. The difficult path would be for us to vote "No" and put our mortgage at risk and having to continue asking retired parents for handouts to feed a family with three kids. The middle path is the wisest choice for us considering the current political climate in which those who do not teach are the quickest to judge it harshly.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:41 PM I understand that this is really tough for you! I almost died teaching a few month ago. I had to quit. Please consider holding on and say no. Remember the short loss in salary will be offset in the LONG-RUn by better salary increase. This is a joke! They will be laughing at you even more if we accept this. This is a very bad deal! However, I do respect your position!Delete Reply DaleSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:16 AM Why would classroom conditions be better on October 9th after being legislated back? We have been outplayed because of our stubborn refusal to outdated, tired old tactics. It is because of these actions that have led us to this terrible deal. Time to reset, regroup and stock up for the long haul. Can't do it if half the members commit hara kiri on themselves. We are a union of professionals not a cult. ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:49 AM Could not agree more.Delete schreck!September 17, 2014 at 9:44 AM Could you please advise which tactics you believe could have been used to secure a superior deal?Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:47 AM Full disclosure: I'm a BC Liberal supporter. The only people who would benefit from a NO vote are the BC Liberals. Teachers would be bargaining with no leverage whatsoever and would be viewed by a large segment of the population as unreasonable. The BC Liberals then get portray themselves as the only party capable of dealing with the BCTF. schreck! says that the BCTF has the government on the ropes, but he couldn't be farther from the truth. The government wants people to view the BCTF as their primary opponent. Disputes like this just shore up the BC Liberal base and protect its right flank. Any half-baked recall campaign will only reinforce that. It's true teachers aren't going to recoup the lost wages from the strike. I would suggest to you that that means this job action was probably not in teachers' interests, especially without any sort of appreciable strike fund. This is the best deal teachers were ever going to get with this government and people should have been able to recognize that in June. If you want my advice (which you probably don't), it would be to spend the next 5 years building up a strike fund, electing better leaders, and hiring a professional negotiating team. Don't bring a knife to a gunfight and expect things to go well. Focus on getting the best deal you can from whoever the government is rather than trying to change the government, the HST, Kinder Morgan or a thousand different issues that distract from education and erode the union's finances further. You'd be doing yourself a favour, and probably doing the NDP a favour at the same time. Also, if schreck! is David Schreck, you can thank his opposition to STV for the last two BC Liberal majorities. I know I do.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:11 PM One step would be to stop making political contributions to the NDP. This only contributes to the childish animosity and lack of trust that has constantly characterized negotiations. How else can the Socreds/Liberals view teachers except as enemies when they so publicly support their opponents. This stupid confrontational immature approach has to STOP!!!!! Education should not be a political fight when it is so obviously a valuable benefit to our society. It was an NDP government that legislated teachers back to work in 1993. Stop making education a political fight.Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:10 PM I don't think they have to go that far. CUPE and the Nurses still contribute to the NDP yet they don't have the same acrimonious relationship. CUPE and the Nurses just make their members their priority, and broader advocacy second.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:55 PM Ryan (possibly a Liberal paid commenter), with all due respect, I disagree with you. The cumulative increase in lieu of this will be better. Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can. I say to Iker, ask for 6% over 3 years because these people love to play the 15% over 15 year game to make it so big on the surface. Some people think that this is 15% every year. Believe me! I have seen it in comment sections. Others believe that the 15% is too high not understanding that they must divide things over the duration of the contract. It is time that we play it smarter. It is time to put the foot down and ask for money given to us by other unions, if it is needed. Banks can accept one late mortgage payment. It would be suicidal for them to not help. Imagine the possible damage if that ever leaks out. They could lose a lot in teacher money. I for one would pull my money out of a bank in support! Teachers are going to show this government that we have a spine! Enough is enough! Aren't you tired of being treated like kids? (Retired teacher who almost died in a car accident because of work conditions that were horrendous. I had to quit.)Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 AM Not paid by the BC Liberals. I pay them actually... :/ I imagine astroturfers of any affiliation wouldn't disclose their bias. "Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can." How did that work in May 2013? If the teachers reject a contract that their own union endorsed, it will make teachers seem unreasonable. Whether that perception is true or fair is irrelevant. It's what will happen, and teachers will be weaker as a result. Take my advice. Build up a strike fund and focus on the internal governance of the BCTF for the next 6 years. You'll be better off for it. Or not. I don't mind you or others making it easier for the party I support to get elected. I'd just rather not see kids and teachers hurt in the process.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:37 AM Ah! The "don't-hurt-kids" card, hey, when you have underfunded education for 12 years! WOW! That takes the cake! Are your trolling? Oh! You are serious? :) Would you be surprised if I don't follow your advice, considering your lack of logic? Would you be surprised if others don't follow your advice? It is ttue that bullies like you and your ilks love to show who is the boss, who is the teacher now! I suspect that is at the root of the problem! No one wants to fail in school! No one wants to get the strap! Sad that today's teachers don't like it too! But, who cares, we are ... teachers! We deserve it! BAH! BAH! BAH!Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:22 PM That's fine. I look forward to another 16 years of BC Liberal government.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:41 PM 16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate! Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan! Sociopaths do that!Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 9:35 AM "16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate!" 16 years of our opponents still don't understand why they lost. Like I said, that's fine with me. If I said the Liberals would be in power for at least another 13 years back in 2004 you probably would have laughed too. Heck, if I told you on May 13 last year that the BC Liberals would be reelected on May 14 you'd probably have laughed too. And you were wrong. Why is that? Answer that question if you want the NDP to win the next election. Without a correct answer to it, the NDP's cause is hopeless. "Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan!" You feel they are flawed, and that's fine. I don't go around calling people who disagree with me sociopaths, nor do I accuse them of being paid shills. But I also don't feel much need to address your ad hominems. There are logical arguments to support your position, but argumentum ad hominem is not one of them. It's a textbook logical fallacy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 1:15 PM Ah! Now I get it! It is all ego-based! You think because you voted the winning party that you are a winner and we are losers! You think because you predicted that the Liberals would win, you are winner. That does not make YOU a winner or the Liberals! It is called DEMOGRAPHICS, you expletives. The baby boomers are getting old and because they have more assets and won't make a whole lot more for too long, they need to vote a govn't who is going to do just that! It is not rocket science! WOW! You think you are so superior when your party stole an election with 47% of the popular vote. That's not a majority and your party should not have been elected. BTW, did you delete from your ethical memory the words Ethnic voting scandal? The field is slanted and you know it. However, you are so willing to minimize, forget the scams and bad fairplay tactics like a sociopath is allowed to minimize or ignore his or victims emotions that you don't see that you are the loser, we are the victim of your constant bullying. 1% wage increases after years of 0% increases and you can justify that when Yahoo reports that the average Canadian can hope to get 2.5% this and next year: https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html You Liberals behave like fascists, but we can't call you that because that's not allowed! Well! Guess what? It is and you are. Live with it! You keep on dreaming you are a genius! :) I am retired, getting soon a nice pension, and laughing at you from a beach somewhere! AHAHA! Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 2:14 PM What's with the name calling Peter? For someone claiming to be retired you really don't show the wisdom of age. For someone who talks about logic, you use logical fallacies like ad hominems a lot too. It's a fair point that the BC Liberals didn't get a majority of the vote (and I'm a very big supporter of electoral reform). The BC Liberals + Conservatives did though, and I don't think it's realistic to expect the BC Conservatives to have been more generous had they been part of government. Last time I checked I just voted. I didn't "victimize" anyone. Perhaps your rage is misplaced. If you think the election was "stolen" I'm afraid I have to question your grasp on reality though. "Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?" I'm glad you'll have a pleasant retirement Peter. I have no ill will towards you. I'm not sure why you think I do. I'm not saying people were *right* to vote BC Liberal. That's a matter of opinion. All I'm saying is people *did* vote BC Liberal. More voted BC Liberal than BC NDP for the last 5 elections in a row actually. You need to understand why that happened in order to change it for the next election. Clearly you're not interested in that though. Which is fair enough. Just remember next time you're upset about something the BC Liberals do that your lack of interest is part of why the BC Liberals get elected at all.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 3:23 PM I love your culture --or the lack of thereof! Guess what, stop thinking averybody is white and must follow your little rules. Namecalling? Sociopath? Whaaaat? And, what if you are? Still can't call you that? :) You fascist right-wingers are big on censorship! I just don't like you giving us lessons on how to get the NDP in. As stated, people are voting right of the NDP because it is a matter of demographics and a little ethnic vote buying on the side. The rest is mumbo jombo. Yes, of course, they will have to go on strike in the future and yes they will have to build a strike fund. The Liberals stole that from the BCTF too! And, you wonder why I don't have any respect for them? Yes, electoral reform is needed! We agree!Delete Reply JJ GeorgeSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:46 AM As a parent, I support the teachers and respect whether they choose to vote yes or no. However I noticed a discrepancy here from other information I've read regarding prep time for elementary teachers. Here it states minimal improvement to prep time - only 10 minutes per week being added. Elsewhere I read that it is 100 minutes per week for prep, increasing by an additional 10 minutes in the final year. That is a significant difference, and worth noting. Or have I completely misunderstood?ReplyDelete Replies Anne-MarieSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:59 AM Elementary teachers currently have 90 minutes of preparation time per week so an increase to 100 minutes per week is only gaining 10 minutes. In other provinces and some private schools they have as much as 45 minutes of prep time per day.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:56 PM Thank you for inquiring!Delete DW ZSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:57 PM You're right JJ George. There is a significant difference around the province regarding preparation times. In my district elementary teachers currently get 100 minutes of prep time. This new proposal is useless to me. I'll have to wait 6 years to gain an extra 10 minutes. Delete Reply UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:11 AM Almost nobody gets cost of living adjustments. Also inflation is NOT 2%. Do some research and look at the CPI for BC over the last 24 months. The average over the last 2 years is 0.7%, not 2%. The CPI changes every month so you cant just look at the highest month and declare that THE inflation rate. Check out the 12 month averages document for the actual numbers. http://www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/StatisticsBySubject/Economy/ConsumerPriceIndex.aspx All that being said I support the teachers. if you think this is a bad deal as a parent my dream would be for the teachers to vote no but continue bargaining because I do think the kids need to be in school and I do fear that the teachers will lose all support if the strike continues. All I ask as a parent is that you do your own research and try not to be swayed by all the opinions. ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:01 AM Inflation for August was 2.1% (http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/economy/cpi-report-expected-to-reveal-rise-in-canadas-core-inflation-rate/article20593943/). The CPI is a year-over-year calculation.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:43 AM Inflation should be looked at as a yearly average, not an individual month.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:34 PM The lawyers do not believe we have compromised our court deal. Our leadership would not have sold us out. We dodged a bullet. The Premier had something loaded even if we are not sure what it was. The idea that we could simply return to work is not guaranteed. I think a no vote could easily lead to the Liberals locking us out again because the Premier wants to crush us and she will use any excuse. She did not want to take the advice of her people and do this deal. I am certain a plan for drastic action (where we have to take the concessions they had planned) or worse - was in place. We can't guarantee the press will do any better job explaining the complexities should we say no. They rarely sided with us in markets outside of Vancouver where people are more political and they often misled or allowed others to mislead. They are not helping and would sensationalize. This would see dissolution of support very quickly - especially if we asked for wages. (Though admittedly it angers me that we can't ask for wages without being accused of being greedy when that is what most bargaining units do). But we have argued this is about kids and while this is not ideal - it is better to have teachers than not. The deal does suck in that it does not bring us to par - but this fight needs to be won with a strategy that is political and capacity will do that in another round. We have some support - but it is limited to the choir. We need to have the pews too. We need to build that capacity while working and continue to find allies because the fight is bigger than most people want to consider. This is about ideology and about privatization. Education always was political but never more so than now and we have to fight this party or the conservatives who would do the same or worse. No teacher who is responsible can ignore the politics any longer. That is simply the truth. If you work in the system you better get informed and you better be prepared to fight until retirement for the system. That said, I want to ask the same question others are asking: Why is this the job of 42,000 teachers and not the job of all citizens who want equality to fight for this right? It is time (while the conversation is still on-going and up to and including election night) for us to guide the public where we can but mainly play our part by not propping the system up. Make poverty known. Make noise about shortfalls, ask questions (in the media or in board offices ) about who is going to fix it instead of paying ourselves, volunteer some but wait for the pubic to step up so they see what schools lack. I hate the deal too. But I trust Vince Ready and Iker and I don't think we could have done better right now. I think we dodged a bullet because I have read everything this government has put out and followed the trail. They plan to privatize and they are just looking for the route. Voting YES for now does not mean we are giving up. It does not mean a win in the way we wanted but we have won a battle that will lead to us winning the war. If we don't rest up and stock up we might not get there.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:57 PM Well, if it is bigger than just this battle, then we will need ALL the unions to strike if they do indeed use drastic (draconian) measures. I say it is time for ALL of the unions to call a general strike. I guarantee that they will not like that one bit. What will they do then? Call the army? :) People in Europe, at the end of the 19th century stood up in mines. General strikes do occur in Europe and have. If you think you had it tough, think of them who stood tall for US in tougher times and conditions. Make sacrifices. Sell furniture. Tutor on the side. Ask for the BCTF money. Ask your banker to help. As friends and relatives. If we say NO, it won't last long. If they legislate us back, let's call a general province-wide strike of all unions. Delete Reply Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:47 AM Between CC's smug smile as she celebrates slaughtered teachers and Jim Iker's goofy grin - seemingly unaware that he has been a willing puppet, I am thoroughly disgusted. Over the next 5 years, teachers will be in an increasingly bad situation financially, classrooms will continue to be too large and complex with increasing medical, social and environmental issues impacting academic delivery. It could not be less obvious that things will continue to worsen. The Liberals have ensured that BC is rapidly becoming the Canadian Monaco for rich off shore interests and wealthy corporations. Soon the underpaid "workers" will have to be bussed in daily to Vancouver - Asian style. The only recourse is to move to just about any other province and bring in up to $100,000 more over the six years with much less cost of living. So we are bailing, encouraged by friends who have gotten positions in Manitoba and Alberta. My colleagues and I discovered through contacting several school boards across Canada that specialist (special needs and behavioural) and secondary science teachers are in particular demand. I want to work in a professional, respectful environment where the needs of all children are considered a priority and where I feel inspired to do my best. However, I want my vote to reflect the wishes of teachers who will be here over the next 6 (5) years, so very much appreciate your blog and opportunity to read the comments.ReplyDelete Bert SlaterSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:11 AM To vote YES will throw away 12 years of effort, and 2 victories in BC Supreme Court. To vote YES will be to snatch defeat from the jaws of victory. If you vote YES what bargaining power do you think you will have - the government will do nothing, and then what do you think you will do - take job action? PLEASE VOTE NO.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:59 PM Time to show you have a spine!Delete Reply RodSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:06 AM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Cool HandSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 AM Wouldn't a 'No' vote be a vote of no confidence in the BCTF itself?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:02 AM Not at all. It is just a message to the leadership we need to do better. The strength of the union is the members, and we support the leadership by giving them direction through democratic means.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:40 PM I disagree. How else can a recommendation by the EC to vote yes be interpreted? Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:00 PM I am sure people will interpret this both ways, but it is a vote. If it is supposed to be a "Yes", because it might be interpreted one way, then why bother having a vote?Delete Kate TSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:07 AM Yes , it would be. I don't think we could come out much better than this with this government. How will a No obtain that? Christy will be happy, she can declare the BCTF gone and roll out her plan to privatize. Delete Reply David DeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:06 AM A no vote would be a rejection of a the court victories defied by the government and an inadequate deal containing some vague promises that won't meet the needs of teachers or students on class size and other important issues.In Ontario elementary teachers get 200 minutes of prep time per 5 day cycle. I know there is financial hardship, but the union has received close to $2 million in donations from other unions; is there no way of accessing hardship funds? At minimum, vote no and return to work on work to rule with various strike options.ReplyDelete Erica JonesSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:25 AM This article actually makes me so mad. It is NOT better for the kids that they have missed almost all of june and all of september. This is what you signed up for in BC as a teacher. Get on board or GET OUT.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:20 PM Is this really what teachers signed up for? At my high school, each class has about 30 kids, with an average of 17 kids per classroom with an identified learning disability. Our district says that there should be no more than 4 kids per classroom.. How do you expect non-specialist teachers to help each student when over half of them require more resources because of a learning disability? Furthermore, are you generalizing the "better-ness" to all the kids in BC? Because I don't think that it would be better if kids went back considering the learning environment isn't up to par. There are barely any Education Assistants, and support teachers for the multitude of children who need them. While I recognize and appreciate your enthusiasm for education, please realize that the public school system isn't a daycare. Also, please think about your words and the learning environment prior to speaking out. By the way, we're not an autocracy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:08 PM I can understand your frustration! Understand mine! I almost died at 7:30 pm one night returning from teaching a FI split class with several students who did not get enough support or no support at all. The principal expressed to me that he expected me to teach 2 different social studies programs and 2 different science programs. ANYONE I talked to knows that this is impossible to do, especially in French Immersion when kids get no support at home and books are often too hard for students to read. I had to quit my job. I did it for me and did it for the kids. I was like a surgeon who is asked to operate on 5 patients with an old scalpel with 2 inexperienced nurses. Predictably, 4 patients would die and I would be reprimanded! Teachers are put in terrible conditions and kids too. I hope you have the openmind to consider the reality of this honest personal anecdote. I also wish you to understand that this is likely not an isolated incident. What will it take? A kid to commit suicide because he or she is not getitng enough support?Delete Reply hilarySeptember 17, 2014 at 10:29 AM It is incorrect to equate lost funding with what the teachers would have received in grievances. The two are not equivalent. The starting position of the BCTF was $225M, so they never expected $3B to resolve grievances. I'm also interested to know where you get your figures on overcrowded classrooms. A recent Globe and Mail article says that classrooms are, on average, smaller than the caps set in 2002.ReplyDelete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:36 AM The signing bonus should be roughly $2500 each: 105 million divided by 41 thousand.ReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:53 AM It is not that simple. The $105 million is to be allocated by the union. The term "signing bonus" has been crossed off on the signed document. Some of that money may be used to pay union debts. Don't know this but clarification would be useful.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:16 PM Just quoting from the CBC news website, "And finally there are details of $105-million fund to settle grievances stemming from the ongoing court case. The BCTF says that money will be given out as a signing bonus, with specific amount yet to be determined."Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:34 AM I think it would be smart to put at least part of it into your strike fund.Delete Reply WheelsSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:55 AM If the money is used as a signing bonus, it should be based on FTEReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:12 PM Yes I am sure it will be based on FTE. The question is how much of the $105 Million is actually distributed. This is up to the union, and I am told that it is yet to be decided.Delete GuruSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:44 PM And don't forget all the retired teachers who are entitled to a share of it.Delete Reply Geoff OrmeSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:18 PM In another discussion of this someone suggested that under BC Labour Law a no vote means rejection of the proposed deal, and that means the strike continues until either: - the union in question elects to stand down - another tentative deal is presented or - the government imposes a legislated contract. I think the last of these is the most likely, and I believe the legislated contract would be draconian and brutal. What do you think, Tara? Also, I would appreciate your thoughts on Sandy Garossino's comments at https://storify.com/Garossino/should-teachers-accept-the-contractReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:14 PM If this is so, in a few month (likely a couple of years), teachers will win so much more with a Supreme Court judgment! It is possible that the Liberals know that the higher courts are stacked by Liberal judges (that is what happen when judges are chosen, not elected). In any case, a negative settlement (or not a great judgment) will galvinize the public to reform the way the Supreme court judges are being chosen. I doubt that any govn't will want that to happen. A legislated contract will make the LIbs look like sociopaths and dictators.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:47 PM Peter I think you are expecting far too much from the public, many of whom are only paying attention to this matter due to kids being home from school. The public are not remotely this savvy on the political process.Delete Reply IslanderSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:09 PM I am a continuing education teacher. We have it even worse and we are not listened to enough about our poor conditions. Those include no prep time (and we do have to mark and do report cards many times a year sometimes and commonly for 30 students in a class), travelling to different schools with no compensation, and having next to no breaks in between 3 hour classes. I worked for two years with no lunch break and taught 6 hours straight (just 15 min. breaks) to be told, "don't complain since there are others who will do it". We then got 15 min. breaks in between classes. Most of our students are wealthy immigrants, many who try to stay in classes as long as possible since the classes are free. After spending a year in Germany, I realize how better organized it is where the immigrants pay to learn the language on a sliding scale, and have to pay for a student book as well for each class. We do not even have text books, but photocopy so much at tax payers' expense. This is not right. I then teach summer school since we were not on a 12 month continual salary and most of those students are also immigrants (at least 75%). This is also free and it is becoming so common and the new immigrants know this is free babysitting and tutoring. I think one main problem is that we have so many new immigrants in our classes who need ESL like this article states about our inclusion style of education nowadays: http://www.vancouversun.com/life/Shelley+Fralic+trouble+with+schools/10203596/story.html I am honored to be teaching and like my job, but it does get exhausting especially since I need two or three jobs to pay the mortgage that I now no longer have.. back to renting since it all I can afford in this city that has become so expensive. And many don't realize that it is very very difficult to get to full time work as a teacher here. There was a formula that made it take about 10 years to get to f/t (now finally changed). I have been without pay for 3 months, and now had to finally rent a place in anticipation of returning to work, so I have to vote "yes", but please keep the comments coming for what alternatives we have. Maybe we have to just educate the public in a better way than picketing; maybe get out and walk around malls and talk to people and hand out pamphlets on how this liberal government is hurting this. Most Asians (probably just the new who are from such a different system) are already against the teachers since they do not seem to understand what is going on. http://www.vancouversun.com/Business/asia-pacific/Chuck+Chiang+Many+Asian+families+place+blame/10202757/story.htmlReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:17 PM First of all, myn thoughts are with you! I think your ideas about using different strategies is smart. Picketing is not a very good strategy to let people know about things. I think using the membership to flood media comment sections would be more effective. Going to talk to the public might be a good idea along with this, I think. Phone the BCTF and ask for support.Delete Reply Marsha HolleySeptember 17, 2014 at 1:36 PM A teachers wife Vote no you have come to far to back down. It is a -----Y DEAL. ReplyDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:45 PM Ask yourself WHY teachers cannot get 1/2 of the average increase in salary of the private sector? (The Libs will tell you because there are sooooooo many teachers, but I also hear that there are provinces where there is a need for teachers!) TORONTO - A new study says that Canadians, on average, can expect about the same size salary increase next year as in 2014. Human resources consultants Pal Benefits says a survey of 401 organizations, mainly in Ontario, Alberta and British Columbia, projected salary increase for 2015 at an average of 2.79 per cent. That was almost unchanged from the 2.74 per cent average increase projected in last year's survey. Meanwhile, in addition to the average salary increase remaining relatively steady year over year, the survey found that the percentage of employers who plan to freeze salaries appears to have stabilized at eight per cent —in the same percentages as was projected in 2014. Breaking down the numbers further, the survey found the average salary increase anticipated in the engineering, financial services and high technology sectors was three per cent. That compared with an average of 2.5 per cent on the low end for organizations in durable manufacturing. https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.htmlReplyDelete "Mama Rose"September 17, 2014 at 9:12 PM I used to agree with you, Tara, and appreciate you bringing these items to your blog to get us all thinking. But after a very long night and day of research and discussion, I realize I will be voting yes tomorrow. Here is why: I don't care about salary or benefit increases. That is not why I went on strike. I don't care if this tentative deal is not good for teachers. That's not why I went on strike either. For me, the single most important issue is class size and composition. I want to work in a classroom where I have enough time and resources available to me to adequately help all the students I teach. And while it is true that this tentative deal will not change anything in the classrooms right now (or at least most of our classrooms), I realized that we couldn't actually make changes in that area because the issues of cs and c is before the courts. When I made that connection and realized that this round of bargaining was really about a "good enough" agreement regarding wages, then the deal seems, well... good enough. BUT, the best part, is the language the BCTF legal team made around the furture court decision (the re-opener). They have it in writing that if we win the court case (which is likely) and when we have to start bargaining class size and comp again (that is exactly what Justice Susan Griffin said we would have to do) we will be STARTING from the 2002 levels. To make this simple to understand, I explained it to my friends using a number line. With this new language, the BCTF starts the next round of bargaining at say a 50. The government will want us to go to 10 or 15, and we'll compromise and end up maybe 25. But WITHOUT that language, we would have started bargaining at a 10 and only gone down from there. So I do believe it is the best deal possible, it still factors in the biggest issue (from my perspective), we do not lose the important gains of the past, and most importantly, everyone gets to go back to school.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 PM Mam Rose, I appreciate your point of view and your courage. However, let me point out to you and the readers that a decision at the BC supreme court might not turn out the way teachers anticipate. We all know that judges are appointed and who does the appointing? "All justices of the BCSC (including the position of Chief Justice and Associate Chief Justice) are appointed by the federal cabinet, on recommendation of the Minister of Justice. Masters are appointed by the provincial cabinet, on recommendation of the Attorney General in consultation with the Chief Justice." (Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Supreme_Court_of_British_Columbia) Now, I would like to think that all of those people are objective, but they are appointed and we know that there are political appointments. They have a lot of discretion over the laws and judgments. I am willing to bet that the BC Liberals do know this and are betitng the farm (or do they know something we don't know) that the Supreme Courts are stacked against teachers? So, I am not sure if we can count on a WIN if we proceed with the court ruling. I think we would be better to negotiate and negotiate a better deal.Delete Reply retaSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:57 AM Yes...no...yes...no...The last two days have been this. I’ve read so many articles and comments over the past few months and, I can say, I have learned a lot. I know this is not a great deal for teachers right now. I will be voting yes. This is why… 1. The children. Without going into the multiple issues (e.g., grad, post secondary, trades, sports, global education/trips, planned activities, those with varying degrees of special needs, those that need a soft place to land, etc., etc.) the children need to get on with their education. 2. The parents. For many parents, this strike is a financial burden. We do not like to be called baby sitters, but for many living below the poverty line, school is a financial relief. Winter is coming; gas bills will be expensive. 3. Poverty. Remember, BC has the highest child poverty rate in Canada. Schools feed and clothe numerous children. 4. The other systems educators work collaboratively with. MFCD, CYMH, foster parents, group homes, and the multitude of non-profit agencies that support vulnerable children and families are bursting at the seams. We are a part of that team. 5. CUPE. While some have been paid during this strike, that money is coming from districts. It was not provided by the government. And, CUPE is a partner in education - from the bus drivers to the tech dept to custodians to secretaries to EAs and so on. 6. Small Businesses. In our little towns, the school district is the number one employer. There is a direct cause-effect relationship between loss of wage and loss of business. 7. Money. The amount of money that is needed to reverse the erosion of the public education system over numerous years cannot be recouped in one sitting. This agreement is a start. It’s not much but the stage has been set. 8. THE COURT CASE. That is why we were on strike. All the other stuff could have been resolved months ago, but our government was working hard to make the court case go away. Well, it still exists. I consider that the victory. We live to fight another day (as rhetorical as that sounds) AND I hope people actually read the ruling and think critically about how a loss could impact the future of the Charter of Rights, and the power of government to contravene those rights. I am guessing we will vote to ratify as so many fear “what’s next?” from this government. It’s nasty business, and I think legislation would be next. VALUING PUBLIC EDUCATION needs to come from a STRONG, CONSISTENT public voice. If we do ratify the agreement, and those in the profession and public think we've given up, we have not. We’ve been fighting for years. We just haven’t been heard… until now. ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:21 AM I understand your point of view, but sometimes you have to fight to get what you want. This is a VERY bad deal, considering: Other people get on average 2.5% salary increases last year and this year and the next and the rest of us get 1% and must feel happy if we do.? (https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html) THIS DEAL is a horrendously BAD deal for kids/parents as well, of course. We are going to continue to be humiliated and be the laughing stock of many people of this province. After a decade of paycuts, WOW, this is what they are willing to offer! WOW! WOW! WOW!Delete Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:30 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Reply Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:37 PM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:08 PM Let's cross our fingers! I think we need a general strike by all unions if CC legislates teachers back. It is time to put the foot down and tell her and the Liberals that, as in the movie Network,"I am mad as hell and I won't take it anymore!"Delete Reply Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 8:26 PM Needs help on some stats for an online debate Looking for the last 10 or 15 years of contractual salary increases in %. So, 1% for 2001, 0% for 2002,...ReplyDelete Children FirstSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:00 PM Well it's all done now. Really hope the teacher's can find another angle to deal with class size and composition as well as student funding. The government will make sure the coming court case never swings your way no matter what. 2nd most expensive place to live in the the world!!! Wonder why and where the money goes??? ReplyDelete AnonSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 PM I'm an outsider, but have followed closely this whole fiasco and this is a RAW deal. Your union hung you out to dry on this one - taking a really bad deal (clearly no one from the BCTF had rudimentary math skills in their toolbox) and then publicly encouraging to the media that teachers accept the deal....what choice did you have - a no vote would have outraged the public. I could go on and on, but the bottom line, in my opinion, is that your union better get some stronger leaders who are PR and technology savvy. Out with Iker and the rest of those who bargained on your behalf - they just got ......well , we know that happened. Whew, can't even believe how screwed you got, absolutely amazing - nothing meaningful gained in the big picture and only very minor gains for a small group of people, bigger losses for the majority.. Wow - I better stop now. Best of luck. Thanks for all you do for our children. ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ▼  September (9) Reflections on the BC Teacher Strike BC Teacher strike - Lessons learned Response to Sandy Garossino Will the Education Fund improve classroom conditio... Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Class composition: a human rights perspective Class size and composition - a short visual histor... Guest post - I WILL HOLD THE LINE Teachers - let your leadership know it is time to ... ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/02/on-legislated-contract-and-parents-who.html?showComment=1330647766386,Staffroom Confidential: On a legislated contract and parents who care - one teacher's perspective Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Friday, February 24, 2012 On a legislated contract and parents who care - one teacher's perspective A Victoria teacher responded to a CBC interview with Sheila Orr about the Liberal government's plan to legislate an imposed contract on teachers: I was so discouraged to hear Sheila Orr's cavalier, "I don't care" today when asked about the teachers being legislated back to work. She talked about hearing parents talking on the playground, feeling exactly the same as her - they don't care, it's time for teachers to go back and give children what they aren't getting. Well, I am a teacher, and I talk to parents all the time. The parents I work with DO care. They care when their children aren't getting adequate instruction in class because the teacher is spending too much time managing constantly disruptive behaviours. They care when a child with autism is only given funding for a half day of assistance, leaving schools struggling to know how to cope. They care when their child is released from learning assistance after six weeks, just starting to make progress, because the funding isn't there to continue. They care when their child waits almost a year for a referral to a school occupational therapist. They certainly do care. It's not hard to learn more about the real issues behind the teacher's strike. Ms Orr's position that teachers need to go back and give the children what they aren't getting, is shockingly naive and uninformed considering she is given a weekly platform to discuss political issues. Instead of adding to an educated debate, she adds fuel to the fire of ignorance. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 12:26 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 11 comments: Skinny DipperFebruary 24, 2012 at 2:05 PM The problem with a contract imposed by the government is that teachers will then prioritize tasks that they perform. The lowest priority will be extra-curricular activities. Teachers usually volunteer to lead activities such as coaching different sports and supervising different clubs in the school. Since teachers cannot be voluntold to participate in these activities, the activities may be cancelled for the duration of an imposed contract.ReplyDelete Kathy CouchFebruary 24, 2012 at 5:30 PM Fantastic letter!ReplyDelete Diane McNallyFebruary 24, 2012 at 5:54 PM I missed this CBC interview but as a former special education and Reading Recovery teacher and presently a school trustee, I care. Net zero is an ideological union-busting ploy. Restoring taxation levels for corporations would go a long way to make "net zero" even more unnecessary than it is, instead of selling assets and blaming working people for a desire to have at least a cost of living increase in wages.ReplyDelete Ms. HendraFebruary 25, 2012 at 6:12 PM Thank you to the writer who wrote in about Sheila Orr's comments. I too, listened to the CBC with my coffee Friday morning, before heading to work, and yes.... I've been working too. I was shocked - even thinking about calling Talk Back line. I may need to write her a letter as I can't get it off of my mind. It would be helpful if she could be specific about ".. what children aren't getting...". I'm a grade 6 teacher and this week my kids got: interactive lessons on finding perimeter and area, experiences with taking their descriptive paragraphs and turning them into digital stories, complete with photos, special effects, narration and music, and also an introduction to the issue of child labour in the chocolate trade, with reference to social justice and working conditions. And that's just with me.... I know they learned lots from their Science, Band and Art teachers, too . So, again, what is it that she thinks children aren't getting?!?? Tannis HendraReplyDelete Carolyn HoweFebruary 26, 2012 at 4:01 PM Hi Tannis, I wrote that letter - I know - Sheila Orr was infuriating! I encourage you to write something down and call Talk Back and read it. I did that over a field trip issue before Christmas, and they played it. I hope they will read my letter too - but you might have a better chance if you've never called before. Carolyn HoweReplyDelete Replies Ms. HendraMarch 1, 2012 at 4:22 PM Thanks Carolyn, I may do that.Delete Reply AnonymousFebruary 27, 2012 at 6:30 AM "Hearing parents on the playground" does not give them the proper forum to articulate what the parents may be thinking. I would define the parents' perspective quite differently. "I don't care" likely means. "I don't think the teachers should get an increase and get back to work". I strongly believe all of the things that you listed in the post. Giving children the help they need is of up most importance. In a society that we live in today, with our FIRST WORLD resources, we should be able to do this easily. However, asking for an increase and then making noises about class composition, etc comes off as "we want more money". If you REALLY care about the student. Then take it and deal with the other issues. NOT the wage issue. As a parent, it keeps coming across as "WE WANT MORE MONEY". That is the problem. If it ISN'T about the wages then why does the "net zero" issue keep being pushed. I'll agree, I am a parents, and I care.ReplyDelete Tara EhrckeFebruary 27, 2012 at 7:58 AM Teachers have been clear from the beginning that we have three main goals: fair/reasonable salary/benefit improvement, restore class size/class composition provisions, bargain more items at the local level. We don't get automatic cost of living increases, so a "zero" translates into a pay cut of whatever the inflation rate is...right now in the 2-3% range. Teachers are working. In fact, many teachers report more time spent with children and working on lessons, instead of going to a meaningless staff meeting or doing the paperwork that has been downloaded to us. This benefits kids. Teachers DID give up pay for class size. In 1998 we took two "zero" years to pay for class size improvements in K-3. What happened? The government stripped those away in 2002. Did we get the pay back? No. Why should teachers give up salary to pay for class size when we have a government that rips up contracts on a whim? Just as in 2005, this job action is about both - fair increase and a return of class size/composition.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousFebruary 27, 2012 at 12:52 PM I think teachers have a very difficult and demanding job, however if other people in other public sector jobs are only seeing zeros how could teachers feel that they are above everyone else? We are also struggling to keep up to cost of inflation so how could we stomach having to pay more taxes for one sector?Delete Reply Tara EhrckeFebruary 27, 2012 at 1:20 PM Fair comment - net zero should be lifted for all public sector workers. They are entitled to bargain increases and keep up and maintain a good standard of living. And I don't believe ordinary people should pay more taxes. I do believe that corporations are not paying their fair share, and that the rich are not paying their fair share. Also, by the same argument, why only public sector workers? Municipal workers were not affected. School Superintendents were not affected. The one in my district (Victoria) got a ten percent raise last year and now makes $175,000. If zero were truly being applied to everyone and if the "one percent" were paying their fair share, and if the economy was actually in a nose dive (BC will grow 2.5% this year), then "net zero" would be justified. But that is not the situation we are in.ReplyDelete AnonymousMarch 1, 2012 at 7:17 AM I do NOT take our teachers for granted. Trust me. I know first hand how hard teachers work. However, When the union leaders ask for a 15-19% wage increase and it is always the first issue raised, people raise their eyebrows. Everyone is throwing around 2-3% around. Then why don't teachers let their union leaders know that. It really is about optics on the issue of salaray. I COMPLETELY agree that class composition needs to be on the table. I COMPLETELY agree that many of the "grey area" kids are being left in the cracks. These are the issues that really need to be highlighted. The wage numbers should be closer to what teachers have been talking about on the web or amongst each other.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ▼  February (11) BC Teachers' Day of Action: It's about priorities.... Rally to support teachers for a fair deal On a legislated contract and parents who care - on... Will the BC government agree to mediation to resol... Confusing differentiation with adverse discriminat... Are BC workers getting wage increases? Are Principals friends of public education? Negotiate, don't legislate BC's Learning Improvement Fund - 1 minute per stud... Go east, young teacher Kevin Falcon speaks the Liberal truth - serve the ... ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/advantage/hw.aspx,BCTF Advantage Program > Health & Wellness  Home Frequently Asked Questions Health & Wellness The BCTF Advantage program is proud to provide members with a number of health and wellness options. Club 16 Trevor Linden Fitness and She's Fit The BCTF Advantage Program is pleased to announce that Club 16 Trevor Linden Fitness and She’s Fit! have joined the BCTF Advantage Program.  BCTF members and employees will receive a 50% discount on the enrollment fee plus a $5 monthly discount on their already value-priced Elite and Elite Plus memberships.  For $14.99, the Elite Membership Plan includes: Use of all current Club 16′s & She’s Fit! locations (Excluding the Club 16 Downtown Vancouver Club)  Unlimited sun-tanning 25% discount on selected retail (excluding clothing) Out-of-town guest privileges for your friends. For $19.99, the Elite Plus Membership Plan includes: Use of all current & future Club 16′s & She’s Fit! locations (Including the Club 16 Downtown Vancouver Club)  Unlimited sun-tanning 25% discount on selected retail (excluding clothing) Out-of-town guest privileges for your friends. For more information, please click here. Flaming June Day Spa Located in the heart of Funky Commercial Drive, offers a full menu of spa services providing nourishment for the mind, body and soul. The Spa Cottage – a stand alone facility next to the main spa allows groups of 2 to 10 people the advantage of enjoying all of our services in a private, oasis like setting. Flaming June offers all BCTF Members VIP Pricing (10 – 25% Off) all Spa Services. Call us at 604.253.2001 or toll free 1.877.877.5863. Visit our website at www.flamingjune.com.   Goodlife Fitness The BC Teachers Federation embraces a culture of health & wellness. We have joined Goodlife Fitness as a Provincial Corporate Partner. As a result, BCTF employees/members will be able to receive 15% off of an All Access Membership at any club in BC. The All Access Membership has no restrictions and enables members’ full use of any of their 300+ clubs across the country. We are among 2700+ Canadian companies who have recognized the benefits of partnering with GoodLife Fitness as an incentive for their employees/members to start living an active lifestyle! To receive the discount, proof of employment/membership will need to be provided by the employee/member - this can be anything that shows both the company name and the employee/member name. The corporate rate is also extended to spouses/partners & dependants (living at the same address as employee) once the employee/member has joined GoodLife Fitness. For those employees/members who are existing members of GoodLife Fitness and want to take advantage of the corporate rate, they can simply inquire at their club and provide proof of employment/membership in order to switch plans.   H2O Spas H2O Spas welcomes all BCTF Members, including retirees, to its Factory Direct Sales Showroom at 7333 River Road Delta, B.C. to take advantage of true manufacturer’s discount on all hot tubs, whether in stock or custom made. Exclusively offered, is an amazing 12% discount on all Premium Spas plus we pay the HST on all spas. As well as huge discounts on our premium spa line we offer, when available, ‘scratch and dent’ spas at even greater discounts. Monday to Friday 8am – 4.30pm Saturday & Sunday 10am – 4pm Except Holidays Call for an appointment at any time 604-946-1077 md cosmetic & laser clinic md cosmetic & laser clinic offers a skin care experience like no other. In a soothing and comfortable environment, you will receive the most advanced and effective skin care treatments available. md cosmetic would like to offer a 20% discount on all services to our BCTF teachers. Please visit http://www.mdcosmetic.ca/ or call (604) 557-7777 for more information. Salin Acupuncture and Pain Clinic Located at 1st Ave. and Fir St. (next to Granville Island), Salin Acupuncture specializes in the following pain related treatments: headache; back/shoulder/neck pain; sciatic pain; knee/elbow & wrist pain; insomnia; phantom limb pain; sports injuries as well as stress; anxiety; depression; weight loss; facial acupuncture; and constipation. BCTF Advantage Members receive 20% off, plus a free one-hour Thai massage after 5 visits. Free patient parking! Contact info@salinacupuncture.com, visit the website at www.salinacupuncture.com or telephone (604) 738-8873 to book an appointment now. Salin Webb, Doctor of Traditional Chinese Medicine Sparkling Hill Resort Sparkling Hill Health and Wellness Resort located just outside Vernon in the Okanagan Valley is an incredible experience. The resort overlooks Okanagan Lake and Predator Ridge Golf Resort and was built by the patriarch of the Swarovski crystal family with the intention of sharing European health and wellness culture with North Americans. The 149 room resort is an architectural masterpiece that features 3.5 million glittering Swarovski crystals creating a magical and memorable experience. The resorts KurSpa features more than 100 healing and pampering treatments and is the perfect place for people to restore, recharge, and renew. Guests will marvel at the 7 aromatherapy steams and saunas, indoor and outdoor infinity pools, the -110C cryotherapy cold sauna, and the Tea & Serenity relaxation rooms. With 2 on staff kinesiologists to assist with fitness programs, an on staff Naturopath to prescribe and perform healing therapies and a Psychiatrist to discuss emotional and mental wellness there is no other more comprehensive location where people can both enjoy a relaxing getaway and spend time improving their health and wellness.  Sparkling Hill is pleased to offer BC Teachers a 20% discount off our best available rate from now to Dec 19th, 2014 – BOOK NOW - https://www.phgsecure.com/IBE/bookingRedirect.ashx?propertyCode=YLWSH&rateCode=BCTF20  Promo Code – BCTF20  We also have a great short term offer available for the month of March which is $145 (Sunday thru Thursday) $165 weekends. – BOOK NOW -  https://www.phgsecure.com/IBE/bookingRedirect.ashx?propertyCode=YLWSH&rateCode=TEACH14  Promo Code TEACH14  Book online or call reservations at 1-877-275-1556 and quote the above promo codes. Steve Nash Fitness Clubs Steve Nash Fitness Clubs has arranged that all members of BCTF plus family members may receive membership rates that are not available to the general public and are not offered in their facilities.  There are two ways to receive this pricing: monthly and yearly. BCTF poster  Pricing details  Details of their facilities are available here: http://www.snclubs.com/our_clubs/  Sunshine Pools and Spas For over 25 years Sunshine Pools and Spas has been creating and caring for the Okanagan's backyard paradises. Pools, hot tubs, water care products, accessories, service, parts, maintenance, water testing - we do it all. It's Relaxing Made Easy with Sunshine Pools and Spas. Now, for all BCTF members, we offer a 12% discount on water care products, pool and spa accessories, and hot tubs.(Does not apply to contract items such as pool construction or deck locks.) Contact us now at sunshinepools.ca or 250-717-8381. You can also stop by our office located at 1940 Kirschner Road, Kelowna, BC. Home Insurance Financial Travel Marketplace Cars Real Estate Health & Wellness Privacy Policy Terms of Use)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "October is #FosterFamilyMonth. Thank you #BC for opening your homes and hearts to more than 5,900 children and youth." @John_Yap - 11:14pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=27108,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 7, May/June 2012   Dual minority harassment  By Glen Hansman   Asian-Canadian lesbian, gay, and bisexual teens more likely to face harassment, greater health risks: UBC research Asian Canadian teenagers who identify as lesbian, gay, or bisexual are 30 times more likely to face harassment than their heterosexual peers—a factor that is linked to higher rates of alcohol or drug use, according to UBC research. Recently published in the Canadian Journal of Community Mental Health, this is the first study in North America to investigate the links between Asian teens dealing with “dual minority discrimination,” problem substance use, and supports that can help reduce those risks. “Discrimination for both ethnicity and sexual orientation is an important issue, especially in BC, where at least 20% of young people are of East Asian or Southeast Asian origin,” says Elizabeth Saewyc, professor of nursing and adolescent medicine in the UBC School of Nursing, and research director for the McCreary Centre Society. “It can create even greater stress than experiencing racism or homophobia alone. Our study shows schools need to consider cultural diversity in their strategies to reduce homophobic bullying in schools, and work to create school environments where all students feel safe and connected.” The new UBC study confirms that fostering positive school climates, engaging sexual minority youth in extracurricular activities, and reducing homophobic bullying in schools may help prevent negative outcomes for these youth. The study further highlights the need to implement culturally diverse programs and policies to reduce sexual orientation stigma in schools, and to create safer school environments that are free from bullying, harassment, and violence for all youth. The researchers analyzed data from the BC Adolescent Health (BCAH) Survey, focusing on respondents who identified as lesbian, gay, or bisexual and East or Southeast Asian, which includes Chinese, Filipino, Japanese, Korean, Vietnamese, and Cambodian. Six per cent of Asian Canadian boys and 11% of Asian Canadian girls identified as lesbian, gay, bisexual, or mostly heterosexual, representing an estimated 4,389 students enrolled across the province. Conducted by the McCreary Centre Society, the BCAH survey was completed by more than 30,000 BC students in Grades 7–12. “It may be culturally taboo for some Asian youth to speak about matters related to sex, sexual orientation, and sexual abuse, so school and health professionals need to consider culturally sensitive services,” says Saewyc, adding that language barriers can also be an issue, as more than one-fifth of the adolescents in the study sample were recent immigrants, and more than half spoke a language other than English at home. Key findings include: Asian-Canadian lesbian, gay, bisexual youth were 26 to 29 times more likely than their heterosexual peers to report being discriminated against due to their sexual orientation. Asian-Canadian sexual minority students who experienced multiple types of bullying and discrimination were more than 10 times as likely to report problems because of alcohol or drug use as heterosexual peers. Among those who experienced high rates of stigma and abuse, their chance of problem substance use was cut in half if they had high levels of school or family connectedness, friends with healthy attitudes, or involvement in extracurriculars like sports or music. A copy of the full research paper can be downloaded at http://bit.ly/HFu6g1.  Glen Hansman, BCTF 2nd vice-president    Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=6918,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 7, May/June 2006 Experience the voyageur adventure! This year, secondary students are visiting Fort Langley National Historic Site for a school program with a difference. The Voyageur Adventure is a fun-filled package that combines a thrilling paddle in majestic 35-foot fur trade canoes and an interactive visit to Fort Langley National Historic Site. The pilot program is a package created by Fort Langley National Historic Site and Voyageur Adventures Company, who have offered adventure-based learning through unique historical canoe programs for five years. Experienced guides lead the two-hour canoe adventure, instructing students in safety and paddling on a quiet channel of the Fraser River. Students not only learn to work as a team to maneuver the big canoes, they hear stories of the voyageurs and learn how the fur trade operated across Canada. At the fort, participants explore the site through a 90-minute program, discovering how First Nations and a small Hudson’s Bay Company trading post played a significant role in the story of Canada. The Voyageur Adventure is offered this spring and fall. Contact Fort Langley National Historic Site for more information or to book call 604-513-4777. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=26851&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > April 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 6, April 2012   1990s-level tax rates could pay for improved pubilc education  By Krishna Pendakur   The province says we are broke. We cannot afford to spend more money on K–12 education, we cannot afford to increase teachers’ wages or hire more teachers to make classes smaller. Over the past decade, teachers’ wages in British Columbia have fallen farther and farther behind those of their colleagues in other provinces, and classes in BC have become larger. I know—I’m married to a teacher who has worked in BC for nearly two decades. And I work at a university, where you see the same trends. It is hard to look at BC schools nowadays and come to the conclusion that we are overspending on either too much quality or quantity; rather, we see big classes, poor infrastructure, and teachers who feel vilified and underappreciated. Private schools advertise their small classes, computerized classrooms, and effective teachers. And parents have responded by voting with their feet: enrolment in private schools has risen steadily over the past two decades. But, rich parents who can afford private schooling are not the only ones who value these attributes in schools—everyone does. However, the claim that we cannot afford to offer good K–12 education in our public schools is misleading. What we really mean is that we don’t value our children enough to spend what it takes to have a really good public education system. The fact is, governments choose how much revenue to raise on the basis of how much publicly provided goods and services we want to have. The two choices—tax rates and public spending—are one and the same. When we choose low taxes, this is the same as choosing less, or lower-quality, public goods and services. For the past 15 years, the trend in provincial and federal tax rates has been downward. In 1995, the highest tax rate in BC on personal income was about 56%; now, it is about 46%. In the mid-1990s, income from investments was taxed at three-quarters the rate of income from work; now investment income is taxed at half the rate of labour income. These changes have dramatically reduced the tax burden on upper-income people (who get more of their income from investments) relative to middle-income people. These changes have also reduced the revenue coming to government coffers, and consequently reduced the quality and quantity of healthcare, education, and other public services. Not only have tax rates fallen, driving down total government revenue so that it seems harder to fund education, but among the things governments spend money on, healthcare has crowded out education. For three decades provincial governments have prioritized publicly funded healthcare over publicly funded education. Whereas 25 years ago, health and education absorbed about the same fraction of provincial budgets, nowadays we spend nearly twice as much on health as we do on education. This has caused intergenerational inequity as we spend madly on the elderly and are miserly with the young. Schooling is the best investment that we can make as a society. Most rich countries have ramped up spending on education over the past three decades. Investments in a skilled and learning-engaged workforce pay off for many decades into the future. Of the $40 billion the government of BC spends every year, less than one-fifth is spent on K–12 and post-secondary education. In the mid-1990s, the government allocated nearly one-third of its total spending on education. The fact is that we choose how much to tax ourselves and therefore we choose what kind of public schooling we can offer. If we want good schooling, we have to pay for it. If we want small classes with well-paid professional teachers and up-to-date infrastructure, all we have to do is pony up the cash. Indeed, this is the choice that richer parents increasingly make when they send their children to private schools. Simply switching back to the tax rates we all paid in the late 1990s would be more than sufficient to improve public schools.  Krishna Pendakur, professor of economics, Simon Fraser University  Reprinted with permission.  )
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/BCTFNews.aspx?id=21812,BCTF News, Vol. 16, No. 3, November 2010  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development BCTF News archive 2013–14  2012–13  2011–12     2010–11  2009–10    En français  Home > Publications > Newsletters and Alerts > BCTF News > 2010-11 Archives BCTF News Teachers Working Together for Quality Public Education   Volume 16 No. 3 November 2010  Table of Contents Challenge to Bills 27 and 28 goes to court  Superintendents and learning for the 21st century  The FSA gets close  Underfunding of public education revealed  BCeSIS spin  Tax talk  Challenge to Bills 27 and 28 goes to court The two pieces of legislation enacted in January 2002, which eliminated the class-size and class-composition limits in the provincial collective agreement, are presently being challenged in BC Supreme Court. The BCTF is arguing that its charter rights under freedom of association, which encompasses collective bargaining, were breached by the legislation. Under section 1 of the charter, the onus is on the government to justify that it was necessary to impose this legislation in a free and democratic society. The Federation believes it has strong arguments to counter any assertion the government can make that it had no less-impairing measures open to it and that such draconian legislation can be justified in a free and democratic society. A final decision is not expected until 2011. Superintendents and learning for the 21st century The November 2010 BC Superintendents' Conference on personalized learning for the 21st century included 100 teachers, with 25 from local executives. Keynote speakers, Valerie Hannon and Tony McKay, acknowledged that BC education ranks in the top few countries of the world but proposed radical change and spoke about transformation of education worldwide. Both Hannon, (Innovation Unit UK), and McKay, (Global Education Leaders), work with various organizations including the Gates Foundation. Corporate involvement in education privatization and cost-saving were threads throughout the presentations. Premier Campbell, Minister of Education George Abbott, and Deputy Minister James Gorman also spoke. The premier talked about engaging students, the importance of early childhood development, and the need to "change the way we approach our teachers…providing support for our teachers." Abbott outlined personalized learning attributes, praised the partner groups, and promised that the outcomes of the discussions ahead would be "very much based on the relationships we craft." Gorman stressed that collaboration and discussion about what the system should look like was very important, and that changes would be driven by the involvement of all partners and would be "tweaks" rather than fundamental change. Topics to look at include: streamlining curriculum, making curriculum deeper rather than the current "inch-deep and mile-wide" grad program, assessment, provincial exams, report cards, and appropriate use of technology. The ministry will be developing discussion papers as "conversation starters." Noticeably lacking was any mention of supporting students with special needs or improving outcomes for Aboriginal students. This was raised by BCTF President Susan Lambert. Table talk, tweeting, and a survey instrument on the first day caused a noticeable shift from the facilitators. By the second day, privatization and radical transformation had morphed into tweaking and improving. The Federation has articulated our support for increased relevance and depth of the curriculum, and authentic assessment of learning rather than standardization and greater respect for professional autonomy. However, we have also repeatedly stressed that working and learning conditions currently in schools must be improved in order to allow innovations to flourish. The BCTF Executive Committee has met with ministry representatives and the minister this fall. There is not yet clarity. There are confusing, often contradictory messages about funding, implementation, testing/assessment, and possible impending legislation. Some of the 21st century learning literature talks about needing more collaboration time and smaller class sizes for relevant and engaged learning. Teachers will embrace conversations that lead to changes that will enhance teaching and learning. The FSA gets close The BCTF continues to request that teachers not volunteer to field-test, write items, or mark the FSA. Parents are also encouraged to withdraw their children from the Grade 4 and 7 Foundation Skills Assessment by giving the school principal the withdrawal letter. These tests are expensive. The ministry estimates the FSAs cost $20 per student, taking money away from priorities such as textbooks, support for students with special needs, equipment, and library books. Tests are overused and misused by groups like the Fraser Institute for school rankings, causing unnecessary anxiety for both teachers and parents. Concern has grown over the degree to which the use of the FSA has negatively affected teaching and learning. Teachers do not wish to see the continued erosion of the curriculum and the increased pressure to teach standardized content driven by testing schedules rather than individual student needs. The BCTF and its locals are continuing to campaign for the elimination of the FSA or at least the administration of the test on a random basis. A number of sources for information on testing and the FSA can be found through the BCTF website at: bctf.ca/parents.aspx?id=72. Underfunding of public education revealed Over the next few weeks, the new brochure-The numbers tell the storywill be distributed to teachers, partner groups, PACs, MLAs, trustees, labour councils, and at community events. The brochure summarizes the key information that shows relative spending on education steadily declining since 1991. Every year the costs of providing public education have grown faster than funding increases. The facts and trends are graphically highlighted: K-12 education is receiving a diminishing share of the provincial budget (from 25% to 15.3%). BC's student-educator ratio is among the worst in Canada. BC has cut over 1,200 learning specialist teachers since 2001. The drop in enrolment was temporary as Kindergarten numbers are now on the rise. 191 schools closed, 12,000 classrooms are overcrowded. The brochure can be reviewed online at bctf.ca/uploadedFiles/Public/Issues/EdFinance/ TheNumbersTellTheStory2010.pdf. BCeSIS spin There is very little indication in the most recent newsletter from BCeSIS that there is anything to be really concerned about with the operation and performance of the system. Some interesting statistics provide a picture of the extent to which BCeSIS is used. It is currently in 1,414 (86.7%) public schools and housing records for more than 526,773 (90.7%) students in public schools, as well as 24,000 (35.6%) students in independent schools. A recent memo, not mentioned in the newsletter, announced that the company that built the software for BCeSIS has been acquired by Pearson, one of the largest global-education publishing companies. Industry sources indicate that "acquired" usually means that a company has debts that it can't meet and that the company that acquired it essentially takes over the customer base and moves them to its competing software. The newsletter can be viewed by contacting Stephanie Campbell at: Stephanie.Campbell@gov.bc.ca  Tax talk A major part of what turned out to be the premier's last television address was devoted to a strenuous defence of the HST and the announcement of a 15% cut in the provincial tax rate which has since been rescinded. Ironically, the day before this announcement the Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives (CCPA) released a report entitled "The Power of Taxes." The CCPA report makes clear what a bargain taxes are when measured against the services they provide. "Middle-income families in Canada often feel under financial pressure, but the bargain they get from public services is often overlooked: they consume an average of $41,000 worth of public services." Iglika Ivanova of the CCPA in her assessment said: "If our Premier wants to help British Columbians he should focus on directly intervening in the labour market to ensure that all workers can benefit from economic growth or on redistributing income through more generous transfers, more progressive taxes, and through investing in public services that even the playing field… Notice that tax cuts are not on this list." The CCPA report can be read at http://tinyurl.com/26tuyts.   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=1668,BCTF News Releases  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources   For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development News Release Archives 2014  2013  2012    2011 2010  2009  2008 2007  2006  Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2006 Archives BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE February 21, 2006 BC Budget 2006 claims to focus on children, but fails to fund their needs REVISED The 2006 provincial budget doesn't address any of the critical issues that teachers fought to bring to the top of the political agenda through their strike last fall. "Teachers took tremendous risks and showed great courage in standing up for students' learning conditions. Unfortunately, this budget suggests that the government learned nothing from our job action," said BCTF President Jinny Sims. "There is nothing to redress large class sizes, nothing to address class composition, and nothing to reassure us that children with special needs will receive the classroom support they need," she said. With education funding budgeted to rise by a mere 2.31 percent next year, Sims predicted school boards will once again face an urgent economic crunch. "Clearly trustees are going to be placed in the painful position of making deeper and more drastic cuts to much-needed services," she said. Sims noted that the data released last week by Education Minister Shirley Bond showed that more than 9,200 classes have 31 students or more, and almost 11,000 classes have four or more students with special needs–virtually impossible teaching and learning conditions. The budget also shows an alarming discrepancy between the increase in funding for public versus private schools. Over the next three years, the public school system will receive only 2.35 percent more–not even enough to keep up with the growing cost of living. There will be a 2.31 percent increase in the coming year, and a minuscule 0.02 percent in each of the subsequent years. By contrast, the private school system will receive 10.38 percent more over the same period. This is more than four times greater than the lift to the public system—which educates the vast majority of BC students. "The irony here is that the BC taxpayers are subsidizing smaller classes for students in private schools, while kids in the public system are struggling in larger classes with fewer resources," Sims said. She expressed concern that, just as the government is moving towards increased privatization of the public health system, it is also opening the door to increased privatization in schools. "British Columbians value our high-quality publicly-funded education system. However, this budget signals that failed health care solutions are being applied to our children's education. We find this very disturbing," Sims said. Number one of the "Five Great Goals" for "BC's golden decade" is to make BC "The best-educated, most literate jurisdiction on the continent." Unfortunately, the BC Liberals have not implemented any of the budgetary or policy requirements to support this goal. "The contrast between their rhetoric and the reality is striking when you examine the numbers released today," Sims said. - 30 - For more information, contact Nancy Knickerbocker, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell). Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7380&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 5, March 2006 Destination imagination by Greg Murray I believe creativity can be taught. There are many examples of this in our daily lives. Many adults have tried sketching something in later years and discovered that it looked good. Previously they thought they could not draw. Singing, drawing, painting, and writing are only small examples of a very large group of skills that are inherently present in every human being. If this were not the case, then Steven Hawking would have never written books, Helen Keller would not have become a public speaker, and we would not have a paraplegic man as the mayor of Vancouver. You never give up the dream. Tenacity means finishing what you start, however small the start is. Too often we place barriers in our way without realizing it. We see an astronaut reaching for the stars and say to ourselves, I could never do that. The model airplane they built as a child, sits on the mantle. We hear a guitarist play a beautiful piece and say to ourselves, I could never do that. The guitar they played their first notes on is propped against the wall, for you to pick up. If you look around you will find the tools to make your dream real—a used recorder, an old paint set, a pencil and a piece of paper. It is your decision whether you pick up the tools and start down the road to fulfilling your dream. That is what destination imagination is all about. It lets people be themselves and gives team members a chance to shine in an arena where they know they are valued, they are special, and they are talented in so many ways, some of which they realize only now. Over the years I have seen the glowing faces after a presentation—wonder at their own accomplishments recorded in their actions, and happiness in each team member’s success. For this reason I have included destination imagination activities as part of my flexible daily timetable. Although we have a fixed and printed timetable, there are so many interruptions, changes, deletions, guests, performances, assemblies, and observers throughout a typical school day that I created a flexible timetable. It is at the front of the classroom and I place the various activities for the day on the front wall. When the students enter the room, they simply look at the timetable and adjust their supplies accordingly—a working and effective system. You see, creativity can be taught. It can also be learned. As adults, when we are short of money and have to pay bills, we create. When we are backed into a corner, we create. Destination imagination provides the means by which we can avoid some corners. As a team member, it enhances, grows, and ignites the talents already hidden within you. In the classroom I provide the time, the necessity, and the tools to accomplish this goal. Then I stand back and let the kids do the wonderfully creative things they do. Destination imagination is an all-encompassing invention (graphic, design, and drama group) where students are placed in teams of five to seven people. Each team is given a problem to solve within a specific time frame. They are supplied with tools such as a box of 20 items, a roll of masking tape, and a pair of scissors. They are to use only these items to complete the task. They get no outside help. Team members create, construct, and complete all items and activities by themselves. This theme is critically important. All parents can relate to this if you have ever helped with a project at home and the time is running out. The team members have to cut, glue, form, attach, and construct everything as a team. In our classroom the time frame is broken into thinking time, creating time, and production time. Each team member has to have an active part in all three phases, including a speaking part in the presentation phase where the scoring is done. Throughout the school year I incorporate "short snappers" into daily activities. These are one-minute activities where the students have to write or say a list of items based on a category, i.e., make a list of all the four-legged animals you can think of. This teaches them to categorize, which is a major science IRP goal and a very useful activity in enhancing creativity. Team members are actively encouraged to help each other, to assist the shy members, to support the weaker skilled and to applaud every attempt. It is an incredibly positive event and can easily become a philosophy in daily living. Over time, team members learn to go home and say I’ll help with the dishes or Let me do that for you. No one tells them to do this. It is not an assignment. It is a self-fulfilling idea. In today’s stress-filled classroom, where large student numbers, lack of supplies, and ever-increasing demands on the teachers and the students is a daily event, remember these goals. Remember the philosophy behind destination imagination. Whatever you call it, use it. Encourage the behavior-problem student to be a team member. Encourage the reluctant parent to participate. Phone home and tell the parents some good things about your class and their kids. Teaching is one of the most creative professions in our world. Teachers learn to be "self-reinforcers" early in their careers. We learn, mostly on the job, to avoid those "corners." Tenaciousness occurs daily. Faced with an overloaded classroom full of independent skills and individual learning goals, modified programs, and adapted learning styles, we are forced to create, often on a minute-by-minute basis. Remember to encourage yourself. Teachers are fixers. We learn to make do with less. We learn to accomplish without proper supplies. We learn to construct and present because we are a conscientious lot. It is in our nature to provide the means to succeed. We do it because the goals need to be finished. The rungs on the ladder need to be built. We do it because we can see our students, as adults, facing the terrors of the real world. We do it because we love teaching. Greg Murray teaches at Eagle View Elementary School, Port Hardy.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/BCTFNews.aspx?id=26617,BCTF News, Vol. 17, No. 5, March 2012  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development BCTF News archive 2013–14  2012–13  2011–12     2010–11  2009–10    En français  Home > Publications > Newsletters and Alerts > BCTF News > 2011-12 Archives BCTF News Teachers Working Together for Quality Public Education   Volume 17 No. 5 March  2012   Table of Contents Teachers prepare for important vote  Mediator appointed  The real story on wage increases  Sign-up for e-mail and the member portal  Have your say on the BC Education Plan  A new site  Teachers prepare for important vote Much of the BCTF AGM was devoted to the development of a strong plan of resistance to Bill 22, the most draconian, anti-democratic bill ever imposed on teachers.   The debate on the plan was extensive and considered many points of view and strategic options.   The plan will go to a membership-wide vote between April 17-19, 2012. In the lead-up to the vote, members will be meeting in their locals and school worksites to consider the plan and to receive further information as it becomes available.   The plan is an expression of the quiet determination of teachers to confront the tyrannical, abusive use of power by the provincial government in denying collective bargaining rights and further eroding the principles of a democratic society with such arbitrary and discriminatory measures as Bill 22.   Locals will provide details of the plan at locally organized meetings.   The 2012 AGM Action Plan seeks to create pressure on the government to rethink Bill 22 and make changes that will improve learning conditions, treat teachers fairly, and respect our Charter right to engage in full, free, collective bargaining. The plan seeks to move government to:   appoint a truly independent mediator, with no restrictions on their terms of reference, to facilitate the parties in reaching a freely negotiated collective agreement. comply with the decision of the Supreme Court and return the illegally stripped class-size/composition and staffing-ratio language to our collective agreements. return our right to bargain class size/composition and staffing ratios immediately, so we can pursue improvements in this round of bargaining. abandon the Learning Improvement Fund in favour of equitable and predictable funding that allows school boards to meet the needs of all students.   A poll conducted by Forum Research Inc. found that more than half of adult British Columbians disapprove of Bill 22 (52%),compared to one-third who approve of the bill (35%). Mediator appointed The Ministry of Education announced recently that it has appointed Dr. Charles Jago to work with the BCTF and BCPSEA until June and then make recommendations to government.   In the hope of securing an established, well recognized, and truly independent mediator the BCTF put forward the names of two distinguished judges-Justice Stephen Kelleher and Justice Ian Donald.   The appointment of Jago therefore is a concern since he appears to have no record as a mediator, no experience in K-12 education and was commissioned by the BC Progress Board established by Gordon Campbell to write a paper in which he characterized seniority rights and autonomy over PD as constraints on principals' leadership abilities. He is a past president of UNBC, chairs the board of Canforpulp, and worked with Thomas Fleming who wrote the book, Worlds Apart, which vilified the BCTF.   In making the announcement the minister says euphemistically that Jago "…will be guided by the best interests of students and the pursuit of high- quality learning."   The reality of course is that the mediation process imposed in Bill 22 does nothing more than force the mediator to work with the government's agenda of net zero and the concessions demanded all along at the bargaining table. The real story on wage increases Contrary to the provincial government's assertion of wide acceptance of zero wage increases, the reality is very different, as a recent report into the "going rate" of salary increases for other British Columbians and Canadians makes clear.   The BCTF Research Department provides this information from the Human Resources and Skills Development Canada Labour report.*   The data shows that over the past few months, negotiated wage increases are running at 2% to 3%, on average, for public- and private-sector workers in BC and Canada.   In BC, the average annual percentage wage adjustment by month for the private- and public- sector was 2.0% for December 2011 and 2.0% for January 2012.   Canada-wide, major collective bargaining settlements reached in January 2012 provided wage adjustments averaging 2.5% annually over the contract term. This is higher than the 2.1% recorded in the previous month.   The wage adjustments in January 2012 were the same as the rate of inflation (2.5%). Wage adjustments in the public sector averaged 2.2% for 4,990 employees in five agreements. Wage adjustments ranged from a low of 1.8% for two agreements with the Saskatchewan Institute of Applied Science and Technology, to a high of 2.8% for one agreement with the City of Edmonton outside employees.   Private-sector wage adjustments averaged 2.9% for 3,580 employees in four agreements. Three of the four private-sector settlements recorded wage increases of 3.0% or higher (Prairie Mines & Royalty Ltd. at 3.4%, and Canadian National Railway Company and NAV CANADA, both at 3.0%); the fourth private-sector agreement was Canadian Niagara Hotels Inc. at 1.7%.   The net-zero czar of BC, Paul Staszak, CEO of PSEC, received an increase of 42%-$59,760 in three years. James Gorman, deputy minister of education, received an increase of 40% going from $164,085 in 2006 to $228,942 in 2011.   *HRSD Canada. (2012). "Canadian labour profile, January 2012," Workplace Bulletin, Labour Program, March 15, 2012, page 1: http://tinyurl.com/bt5dq4z  Sign-up for e-mail and the member portal The BCTF needs to be able to convey urgent information to members quickly. Please sign up to the member portal by clicking on the "BCTF Member Portal" banner on the home page at bctf.ca.   Member portal sign up is easy. At bctf.ca click on "BCTF Member Portal," then click "first time here?" enter your name and either your BCTF six-digit ID or your district name and employee number. Choose a password (and remember it). For assistance call: 604-871-2119 or 1-800-663-9163, local 2119, or e-mail portal@bctf.ca. We still have three iPads to give away as we reach preset sign up thresholds.   Please ensure the BCTF has your current preferred e-mail address (home if possible). You can check it or change your contact information on the MyBCTF portal.   The weeks ahead are going to be particularly important for our communications with all members-get connected to be in the loop! Have your say on the BC Education Plan Get involved in our new BC Education Plan member discussion forum. Sign in to the MyBCTF portal (https://bctf.ca/myBCTF/YourBCEducationPlan) and under BC Teachers Speak Out, look for What is your BC Education plan? George Abbott has a plan. What is your plan?   After the Ministry of Education had announced the BC Education Plan an online forum was established by the ministry, posing set questions that change frequently, to which the public is invited to respond. The BCTF Executive Committee is asking teachers to post their responses to the BC Education Plan on the plan blog and/or Twitter and let them know what you need-http://engage.bcedplan.ca.   A new site The BCTF has created a new site within the members MyBCTF portal called Your Union Cares for You. This site gives you access to six areas of member services such as pensions, health and safety, and WCB advocacy. Once in the member portal, locate Services and Resources on the left column. Underneath you will find the heading Your Union Cares for You: bctf.ca/myBCTF/YourUnionCares.     Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8038,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 6, April 2005 Sign language tense by Garth Holmes Judging by our sign story, May 17 is going to feature a petulant election. My wife and I hung two large signs on our fence. They both said, "2500 fewer teachers 113 schools closed." Our house borders a school’s property and backs onto a busy street. One sign faced the school at the corner of the street; one paralleled the street. After a few days, there was a knock on the door. A school district employee told my wife that he had been ordered to determine whether the sign was on school board property or not. He had been called in on his day off to do that. They tried to find the survey posts for our property. The search was unsuccessful, so he said he would come back the next day to determine the property lines. The discussion was cordial. We said that if the sign was not on our property, we would move it to our front lawn, right next to the street where parents pick up their children. The employee pointed out that if the sign was indeed on our property, one option was for the board to build a bigger fence in front of it, to prevent its being visible. My wife countered with the possibility of the sign’s being put on poles taller than the board’s fence. That was the last we heard of it. We did not see anyone surveying, and no fence went up. We were never told that the issue was closed. Apparently a member of the public had complained to the district administration about the sign. The employee received orders to check the signs. Cooler heads then prevailed. A phone call from a trustee to the superintendent averted further action. Too bad. All sorts of fun things could have happened. The local and provincial media would have been invited to showcase "The Fence." My wife’s original concept of putting the sign on long poles grew to include wheels, so that we could run it easily past any fence the district put up. There were visions of their building us a really high fence as they moved to cut off the sign from its new positions. We could have mounted our sign on the lilac bushes that we are thinking of removing. Voila, instant new fence. There are two less pleasant parts of the whole story, however. Someone in a decision-making role in the district demonstrated the belief that the current underfunding of education is not a suitable topic for public discussion. As well, there appears to be enough money in the board’s budget to pay the employee whatever his call-out cost was, but not enough to fill simple requests for classroom resources. By April 18, the signs had been knocked down twice. Someone isn’t comfortable with the Liberal record. Garth Holmes teaches at Columneetza Secondary School, Williams Lake. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/IssuesInEducation.aspx?id=5924&printPage=true,BCTF > Blueprint for the privatization of education  	BCTF > Issues in Education  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Issues in Education > Privatization BCSTA Fraser Valley Branch Meeting Thursday, November 18, 2004 Alternate or Shared Services Delivery Discussion Agenda Background and Meeting Pre Work Further to the Branch meeting of October 20, 2004, there was strong indication that Fraser Valley trustees should devote a full meeting to the subject of alternate/shared services. Upon [Maple Ridge trustee] Jim Sinclair’s proposal that SD#42 organize this meeting it is recommended that all trustees read the alternate services discussion paper prepared by Don Woytowich, ST from SD#42. In addition, it would be useful for boards being represented at the November 18th Branch meeting to have discussed the substance of the paper within their own board prior to this meeting. Moreover, it is recommended that such a discussion exclude staff. This is not a topic to add to your normal meeting agendas. It is further recommended that trustees and boards participating in this meeting refrain from engaging their respective staff in any discussion about this topic. The primary reason is there is a real reluctance on the part of any staff to invest any time on this subject as is evidenced by the fact there appear to be no significant staff led initiatives in the area of alternative/shared services among school districts. If there are, they are very well kept secrets. Our meeting will exclude staff as discussed for the express purpose of facilitating an open and frank exchange about the subject. Discussion questions for November 18 What does Alternative/Shared Service really mean? Is there general agreement on the concept as trustees choose to define it? • Business • Education If so, what are the guiding principles that should direct exploration of this concept? Should we communicate with the Minister and MLA’s and if so, why and what’s the message? How should we engage our staff? Should we develop terms of reference for a task team, and if so, what should be contained in these terms of reference? Alternate service delivery An option for administrative service delivery Context—The New Reality Alternate Service Delivery (ASD) is a much talked about and studied concept that has preoccupied much of the public sector for the past several years as a response to meeting the diametrically opposed initiatives of cost containment/reduction and quality service. ASD encompasses such diverse initiatives as simply cutting or eliminating currently performed functions and obtaining these services from the private sector, simply privatizing functions to more elaborate solutions such as the creation of new forms of business entities or partnerships to provided services in a much more cost effective manner. There is little argument that resources within the education sector have been eroded to a level where the provision of a quality education is at best difficult, and at worse, virtually impossible. As of late, funding has become more prescriptive, in terms of meeting Ministry and contractual imperatives. Districts have, for the most part, been left to their own devices to allocate resources within a structured framework which has left little discretionary funding to pursue local community programs and initiatives. The Ministry’s attempt at reducing administrative expenditures has centered on the amalgamation of Districts and the elimination of Boards. This actually saves little, and tends to make a mockery of local autonomy and appropriate representation. There is justification to the comment that some excess still remains in the system. However, this excess is not readily addressable by Districts working in isolation. Rather than pursue the amalgamation of Districts and the elimination of Boards, an alternative that would leave local representation intact, could be the formation of a "Service Bureau" approach in which common administrative and support functions could be pooled and made available to participating Districts. The Ministry is of the opinion that considerable excess capacity still remains within the system, and realistically, they are right. Particularly in administration, at the senior management, excluded, and supervisory levels. The formation of a Service Bureau would allow for significant elimination of duplication in management/supervisory levels and support/administrative services that are common to all Districts, and other public sector organizations. The types of services that lend themselves well to this type of approach are, accounting, finance, purchasing, payroll, personnel, student support services, Information Technology, transportation, capital construction, maintenance, and some educational administrative functions. A Service Bureau can be a virtual entity, there is no need to house all functions in one location and it is likely that functions will be housed where it makes most economic sense to house them. While there is a need for a CEO of the Service Bureau there is no need for that individual to have all staff in one location or to be located in only one center. This individual would be responsible to, and report directly to the various Boards that participate in the Service Bureau. This will further support the delivery of unique services to Boards based on local initiatives and desires. Service Bureaus do not make policy or decisions, they provide custom service to clients/owners based on their specific requirements. Service Bureaus are large enough to create significant economies of scale and are able to attract and retain high quality staff resulting in quality service delivery. Service Bureaus of this type typically start as a joint venture owned by the founding/participating clients. The Joint venture is typically a not-for-profit organization. The Board is comprised of the clients making it a very service/client oriented entity with all surpluses being reinvested back into improving services or reducing costs. The Board of this entity would consist of members of the Districts that participate in the Service Bureau. This makes the Service Bureaus primary purpose for being service at the lowest cost possible. There is no profit motive so any surplus must be either paid back to Districts or be reinvested back into service efficiencies and innovations. Once established, Service Bureaus may provide services to other entities through a strict fee for service arrangement or through participation in the joint venture. The move to a Service Bureau concept will not occur if left to the initiative of Districts. The discussion soon turns to one of self preservation and turf protection. To many, the concept of shared services revolves around the idea that somehow through putting all of the clerical/support staff from several Districts into a room together somehow, as if by magic, savings will result. This may have at some point in time held some credibility, however, long gone are the days when clerical/support workers where not taxed to their limits as a result of ongoing cuts. The savings left in the system are those that will result through the elimination of management and supervisor levels which are replicated across the province. There is in every district a Secretary-Treasurer, an Assistant Secretary-Treasurer and numerous supervisors which through amalgamation could be reduced/eliminated. True, some savings will be achieved through the streamlining of services, and the use of new technology that could be justified as a result of increased volumes. However, these savings pale in comparison to the potential savings resulting from the reduction in the number and levels of management/supervision. Some question the need to move to a unique business entity and look to contracting out. Contracting out is a panacea that has lured many organizations into a position where they have lost control of standards, and have no ability to recapture control of standards. It is unwise to assume that an entity that pays taxes and must create a profit for its shareholders can compete with one that is not limited by these constraints. Some suggest that savings can be achieved through the formation of a School District Corporation and moving all support functions into that entity, saving money through lower wages and benefits. This is highly unlikely, as the issues of successor rights and a common employer, would result in the best of the contracts held up as being the contract for the new entity. This may also be an issue for contracting out, particularity if the contractors sole contract, or major portion of its business, is with the Districts it is serving. Contractors make money by lowering wages and increasing workloads to a point where the quality of services suffers. In the end one typically gets what one pays for, and no more. The question often raised is what incentive is there for Boards to reduce administrative costs through shared services if they have balanced budgets already. Simply put, it is time to look at the bigger picture. Every dollar that we spend on administration is one more dollar out of the classroom. The funding envelop for education is not growing, and is likely to grow even less with the emphasis being placed on Health Care, therefore, if we are to keep pace with student needs we need to find ways to reallocate within a funding envelop under attack by inflation and escalating needs of students. Put simply, "If we keep doing what we have been doing, we will keep getting what we’ve been getting" continuing to implement change in a piece-meal manner will get us exactly what we have been getting, less funding for the classroom. It is time for re-engineering not renovating. A total restructuring of support services is required which will take some overall commitment and leadership from the Ministry or from Boards. One need only to look to Alberta, a province awash in revenue where school Boards, even large ones like Calgary, and Edmonton, are being forced to reverse their strategies for unique schools and unique programs due to funding pressures, while at the same time being faced with threats of amalgamation of Boards. Does the amalgamation of Boards and the dilution of representation and autonomy really support learning? Historically each School District has assumed the role of administering programs and services related to the delivery of education to constituents within the boundaries of their District. These services are a combination of both educational (policy) and administrative (business support) services. While there are many valid arguments for unique and significantly different educational programs and focuses within Districts, this same argument cannot be made for business services which, for the most part, are common in nature with only cosmetic differences. This is not to say that the model would only consist of one model for the delivery of businesses service only, that under the skin the processes are surprisingly uniform. This does not mean that business services that are not identical cannot be delivered from one common entity. There are many Service Bureaus in existence that offer their services to a wide array of clients all with what appears, at least on the surface, to be unique requirements. There is no need to retain Business Services within a School District in that these are support service with no policy purpose. The policy functions would remain with the Board, the function of the new entity—Delegated Administrative Organization—is to deliver the level of service requested in the manner requested to the benchmarks for service established by the client. Defining a delegated administrative organization Delegated Administrative Organizations providing administrative and business services through a Service Bureau are not new and have been in existence over 10 years. DAOs owe their existence to governments re-thinking service delivery in an attempt to reduce costs while retaining control over policy matters, and levels of service. There is no one model for a DAO, because the needs and expectations of the stakeholders will differ from one group to another. However, in the case of School Districts it would appear to be appropriate to create an entity that is a not-for-profit organization whose Board of Directors would consist of the Boards participating in the initiative. This could be accommodated through the entity being a spin off of the District’s Business Corporation which could be constituted as a holding company for several other independent initiatives. DAOs display the following common characteristics: They are a legal entity separate from its owners and Board of Directors. They are self-funded through fees for services assessed to owners and others at large. DAOs are typically incorporated as not-for-profit organizations. They operate as administrative and management organizations in the private sector. DAOs provide services through a Delegation Agreement. DAOs are run by a Board of Directors representing, for the most part, major users. DAOs operate under a set of bylaws agreed to by the owner Boards. Legal Entity Administrative responsibility must be delegated to a distinct legal entity. This can be accomplished by: establishing a DAO (as a legal entity) and then delegating to it; or delegating the authority to an existing legal entity. The DAO must be independent of its stakeholders and separate from the owner Boards. It must be able to administer delegated responsibilities while reflecting the best interests of the Owner Boards, stakeholders, the Provincial Government, and the public in general. Delegation of administrative responsibilities requires that the original delegate (i.e., Boards) ceases to have that administrative authority. The DAO assumes the administrative authority and associated responsibilities and costs. The most common legal entity chosen for a DAO is a not-for-profit organization. The reason for this is that this form of business has no focus on profit. In this way the entity can focus all of its energy and talent on service efficiency, and meeting expectations of the Owner Boards. The Board of Directors has a vested interest in efficiency as they are funding the entity and any savings can be diverted back into service delivery or rate reductions. There is no benefit to the DAO hoarding surpluses as there are restrictions to the amount of surplus funds a not-for-profit organization may hold (150% of the annual budget). Being an incorporated legal entity, a DAO would have all the normal powers of a business, including the ability to: regulate its own procedure and operation hold and dispose of property; and enter into contracts. Funding As a private sector operation, the DAO would be able to secure funds from any avenue available to private sector entities. DAOs are expected to be self-funded, with DAO revenues channelled back to fund the operation. Fees for services from Owner Boards would be supplemented with revenues generated from other entities that may or may not be owners. There is no need to limit clients to Boards or merely to the public sector, clients from the private sector could also be pursued to increase scales of economy and scope. The DAO would generate its own revenue and be liable for its own debts. It is intended that fees collected would be the DAO's responsibility. There will be no restrictions placed on these funds by the Financial Administration Act or any other government legislation dealing with public organizations or funds. Structure There is no single model for DAOs. Further, it would be inappropriate to tie the concept to one particular example. There are principles common to DAOs, such as management by a Board of Directors. However, the structure of a specific DAO will be determined by what is most appropriate under the circumstances. For example, a DAO with several Owner Boards may have a very different structure than one established for only two Owner Boards. Size and structure will also be influenced by the degree to which the DAO decides to pursue businesses outside of the public sector. A DAO may choose not to deliver services and programs directly. It could instead decide to contract the work with appropriate independent agencies or individuals. Staff may then only be needed for administering contracts. Delegation agreement A Delegation Agreement covers the details. It explains the roles and responsibilities of the Owner Boards and the DAO. It contains the specifics of what is to be delegated, to whom, how, and when. This document details how the administrative responsibilities will be performed, sets out reporting requirements, and compels the establishment of an appeal mechanism. The Delegation Agreement is a living document. It can be changed and amended as needed. Because responsibilities are delegated by the Owner Boards they can expand or retract what has been delegated, depending on the performance of the DAO, the wishes of the stakeholders, and the limitations, if any, imposed by government, unions etc. The delegation agreement will bind owner Boards, to a minimum level of activity. Operation A DAO carries out its administrative responsibilities as a private sector business, guided by a Board of Directors.It funds itself through fees for service with Owner Boards and other clients in the private sector. The intent is to give the Owner Boards the ability to control service levels while achieving economies of scale and scope. In this way state of the art processes and mechanisms will be available to the Boards to ensure a high level of service while eliminating the need for a great deal of middle management. Appointment of a board of directors A Board of Directors will oversee the establishment and operation of a DAO. Part of the Board's role is to reflect the interests of all affected stakeholders. Daily activities will normally be handled by a group which reports to the Board. The Board would consist of one appointed member from each Board to look after the interests of the specific Board. The Board of Directors will conduct itself as any typical Board and enact bylaws that: provide for the acceptance and exercise of powers; establish administrative and operational policies; establish fees, assessments or levies; establish procedures by which bylaws are adopted and amended; Appointment of a chief administrative officer A Chief Administrative Officer would have to be appointed to oversee the operation of the DAO. The Chief Administrative Officer (CAO) in fact would be the Secretary-Treasurer of each of the Owner Boards. The CAO would, as currently is the case, attend each of the various Boards Public and Closed meetings and act as the Boards financial and administrative advisor. The CAO would in fact be in charge of a virtual organization that would have component parts located in each District to ensure a sharing of employment opportunities. Technology as it exists today can support such an initiative. The CAO would report to the Board of Directors for general direction and serve in a more one on one typical employment relationship with Boards on individual issues and matters. Benefits of a DAO The DAO concept has numerous benefits several of the more important include: DAOs are large enough that they can benefit both from scales of economy and scope that most School Districts, due to their size, cannot. DAOs reduce costs to Boards and ultimately the taxpayer by eliminating the numerous levels of management that exist with the replication of administrative structures in each District. Currently each District has a Secretary-Treasurer, an Assistant Secretary-Treasurer, and various Directors and Managers for each operational unit. By moving five Districts into a DAO four of each could be eliminated with significant savings accruing. Programs and services demanded by owners/clients continue to be delivered at levels they desire. The ability to attract and keep scarce professionals is greatly enhanced, particularly in the IT sector where salaries are high and individual Boards cannot attract experts, not only due to remuneration factors but also in terms of challenging work environments. Process for establishing a DAO Establishing a DAO involves: communicating the concept of "a new way of doing business". interested stakeholders exploring the possible application of a DAO. an alliance of interested stakeholders exploring the concept a group of stakeholders developing a draft model to use in communicating to others. communicating the draft model to the affected parties, creating an opportunity for everyone to be heard. incorporating stakeholder feedback into a final model (a continuous consultation process ensures consensus and commitment). presenting a formal proposal to those Owner Boards interested in pursuing the matter. upon approval and support of Owner Boards establishing a draft delegation agreement. establishing the DAO as a legal entity. finalizing a Delegation Agreement between the Owner Boards and the DAO. Creating the concept The DAO will not happen on its own it will take a champion, and a dedicated support group, to pull together the essential elements and gain consensus. A DAO Support Group will be essential, this groups will play a lead role in: Creating the DAO model After the preliminary task of exploring the concept, a draft proposal can be put together. Through consultation and feedback, the stakeholders' and DAO support group formulate a draft model. The draft model will be incorporated into a communication plan to inform all stakeholders. It is important for everyone to have a clear understanding of what is contemplated: what responsibilities will be delegated; what programs and services will be taken on by the DAO; how the services will be delivered; and the relationship to Owner Boards. Communicating the model to stakeholders The key to having a proposal understood and accepted is clear communication with stakeholders. Communication can take many forms. The DAO support group will determine the most appropriate process for their circumstances. It will also have to identify the stakeholders. The proposal will probably be incorporated into a discussion paper to generate interest and feedback. The proposal can be distributed through a general mail out, a series of meetings, advertising, or through a combination of these and other avenues. Communicating the draft model is the responsibility of the stakeholders' DAO support group. Getting commitment to the concept The process is one of developing the concept and then, communicating it. The objective is to obtain support and direction from the affected parties. The stakeholders must agree to: delegating administrative responsibility to a new entity outside of the District. the kinds of responsibilities and authorities the DAO would have. the kinds of services the DAO will provide. how programs will be delivered. the organization's structure. how the DAO will operate. ;how the DAO is funded. how fees will be set and changed. Establishing time lines The process is time consuming. Depending on the complexity of a DAO, the number of stakeholders and the extent of responsibility being delegated, it may take many months to well over a year or more, before a Delegation Agreement can be put in place. All stakeholders must be able to accept what is developed. Therefore it's important to ensure the process is not rushed. On the other hand, because of the scope of the task, it is also important that time lines be established to make sure the project does not drag on unduly. Identifying issues and concerns As the concept is developed and explored, many issues and concerns will surface. All parties involved have to be comfortable with the resolution of those concerns. That means there must be the opportunity for all sides to express themselves. It is the DAO project teams' responsibility to make sure that all views are heard, and to facilitate discussions where required. Delegation Agreement The Owner Boards may adopt and use any form that is suitable for the circumstances. The Delegation Agreement must address at a minimum: when the DAO commences operation; the protocol followed during the transition period when responsibilities are transferred to the DAO; what services and programs the DAO will provide; what responsibilities and authorities the DAO has; how the DAO funds itself; how fees are set and changed; establishment, selection and replacement of the Board of Directors the reporting requirements of the DAO: an annual report on: activities of the DAO; any changes to bylaws, policy, and the Board of Directors; and an independent financial audit access by the Minister to all operational information monitoring of the system to ensure that programs are delivered in accordance with public policy audit of the DAO's operations to ensure effective and appropriate administration of the delegation agreement. amendment and termination provisions Implementing the DAO When the Delegation Agreement is in force, the DAO can assume its administrative responsibilities. Commencement of the DAO's operations will depend on the specifics of the Delegation Agreement. Human resource issues Delegated Administrative Organizations will need employees, and the transition of administrative responsibilities to a DAO will have an affect on existing staff. Staffing a DAO Within the context of the Delegation Agreement, the DAO's Board of Directors determines what programs are to be delivered by the DAO and how those services will be provided. The DAO may decide to deliver programs directly, it may contract a significant portion of the work to outside agencies that have the necessary competencies, or it may combine the options. The DAO will be encouraged to utilize the expertise and special skills developed by Owner Board staff in administering business services for school boards. The DAO could take most, some, or none of the existing staff. The transition process Once a DAO is formally established, there will be a start time where the DAO commences to assume administrative responsibilities. The responsibilities may be delegated all at once, or they may be phased in over time. The transition process will be unique for each DAO. The transition period covers the time frame wherein Government ceases to deliver the programs and the DAO assumes responsibility for administration of the regulation. In many ways a DAO is the same as any other business. A DAO has to set up all of the systems, including generating funds, needed to run its operations. Depending on the circumstances and the specifics of the Delegation Agreement, the Owner Boards may provide various kinds of support to ensure that a DAO will be able to establish itself as a free standing operation. However, Boards will have to be compensated for this assistance. The DAO will need staff in order to perform its operations. If existing staff are recruited to the DAO, then there will be formal termination with Boards and a formal establishment of employment with the DAO. Termination and severance packages The union and the employer will have to reach agreement on termination and severance. However, if the Owner Boards have arranged for continuous employment, severance will not bare an issue Essentially, if the employer provides continuous employment through a successor employer, no severance or termination package is required. This applies to those who accept the offered employment as well as those who choose not to accept, as they have a duty to mitigate loss. There are other conditions, such as requirement for proper notice. Depending upon the arrangement reached with a DAO, what the employment offer is,and the timing of the offer, then recruitment to a DAO will usually be considered continuous employment for the purposes of the understanding reached. The intent is to arrange continuous employment for as many employees with the DAO as possible. For those who choose not to accept offers of alternate employment arranged, the provisions of the collective agreement apply. Benefits District employees who accept employment with the DAO are treated as "terminations". Health Care, pensions, Extended Health, Insurance coverage, LTD and Dental Plans terminate on the last day of the calendar month in which the employee terminates. Union Representation The consensus interpretation is that successor rights provisions are likely to be an issue as the contracts of the unionized employees will carry over to the new entity. There will likely have to be a determination of which union locals will become the bargaining agent but this is a matter for the Labour Relations Board to deal with. The issue of whether the new entity would come under the control of BCPSEA and PESEC are all an issue that would have to be determined.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7910&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 4, January/February 2005 B.C. students score well on PISA results The Organization for Co-operation and Development carries out a testing program in 41 countries to produce international comparisons of "outcomes." In announcing the results, The Vancouver Sun front-page headline on December 7, 2004, said "B.C. students among world’s best in reading, math, science." The results of this test of 15-year-old students reflect a decade of learning experiences. The high results for B.C. students do not reflect the changes to the education system made by the current government. The Liberals’ education policies will likely lead to worse results in future years. The students who wrote the exams in 2003 were among the first to begin school using The Primary Program created in the early 1990s. The Primary Program provided a good start by addressing the development of the whole child. It reflected an understanding that children learn through engagement and play, accommodating the broad range of children’s needs, their learning rates and styles with an integrated curriculum incorporating a variety of instructional models, strategies, and resources. Changes made in the last three years will likely have a negative effect on the students who will be writing the PISA a decade from now: larger class sizes less support for students with special needs changes to The Primary Program increased standardized testing, thereby narrowing the curriculum, at the Grade 10 and 11 levels. The country that has led all others in the two rounds of the PISA exam program is Finland. The school system in Finland does not use standardized tests that narrow the curriculum. We should be looking to Finland as a model, rather than bringing in approaches and "experts" from the U.S., whose system produces results that are not as good by these measures. – Larry Kuehn)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11020,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2002 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 14, Number 7, May/June 2002  Whither the Surrey book-banning case? by Murray Warren "Isn’t that case all over and done with?" you ask. "Didn’t the Surrey School Board lose?" Sadly, that isn’t the situation. You see, there is the little matter of an ambiguous Appeal Court ruling and the need to obtain a final judgment at the Supreme Court of Canada. It all began back in 1997, when three children’s books (Belinda’s Bouquet, Asha’s Mums, and One Dad, Two Dads, Brown Dads, Blue Dads) were submitted to the Surrey School Board for approval for use in Kindergarten and Grade 1 as resources for the personal planning curriculum. The books feature children who have two moms or two dads. The board refused to allow the books to be used anywhere in the district because parents complained that their religious beliefs would be offended by acknowledging in the classroom that some children have same-gender parents. The case was heard in the B.C. Supreme Court, and the judge determined that the ban imposed by the board breached the School Act, which requires that public schools be conducted on "strictly secular" principles, precluding the board’s decision’s being "significantly influenced by religious considerations." Those opposing the board’s actions were awarded substantial costs. The board by that point had spent over half a million dollars of taxpayers’ money in legal costs. The board then decided to appeal the decision, and the case was heard in the B.C. Court of Appeal in 1999. That court decided that the previous judge had erred in her decision and that the School Act had not been breached. However, much of the petitioners’ case rested on arguments based on the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms and those were not addressed by the Appeal Court judges. The petitioners were ordered to return the costs granted by the lower court. The reasons why we have chosen to appeal to the Supreme Court of Canada are substantial. A Supreme Court decision in our favour will have far-reaching implications for educators throughout the country. The case is about teachers’ professional autonomy to decide how best to meet the learning needs of all students. It is about preventing school boards from making educational policy and decisions based on the religious persuasions of some members of the community, at the expense of others. Such a decision will send a clear message to school boards across Canada that they must adhere to the principles of a publicly funded education system, the purpose of which is to serve the needs of all within it. This case also goes to the heart of children’s rights to have their realities, including their families, reflected in their schools and in the curriculum. As educators, we have a responsibility to welcome and celebrate every single student’s reality, regardless of whether we personally condone his or her family configuration and makeup. At stake here, as well, are the equality and freedom-of-expression rights of citizens as guaranteed under the charter. The public education system and the school boards that administer it are required and morally obliged to adhere to the principles of the charter, so that all who access the system are treated in a manner consistent with its values. The national importance of this case has been confirmed by the intervention on behalf of the petitioners of the Elementary Teachers’ Federation of Ontario, the Canadian Civil Liberties Association, and others. My life partner and I employed the lawyer in this case. To date our legal bills amount to several hundred thousands, for which we are personally liable. The school board has spent more that $760,000 to keep the books out of classrooms. Our fundraising efforts, which have taken an enormous amount of time and energy, have raised approximately $110,000 ($80,000 of which was generously donated by the BCTF). We are still short more than $200,000. The case before the Supreme Court takes place June 12, 2002, and I would appreciate any financial help members might be able to give. Donations can be sent directly to Arvay Finlay, Solicitors (In Trust), 4th Floor, 888 Fort Street, Victoria, BC V8W 1H8. Murray Warren teaches at Blakeburn Elementary School, Coquitlam. Gay and Lesbian Educators of B.C. (GALE-BC) is pleased to announce their newly revamped website at www.galebc.org. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141006,www.youtube.com,https://www.youtube.com/reportingtool/legal?rd=1,)
(20141003,www.facebook.com,https://www.facebook.com/SupportBCTeachers2014/info?_fb_noscript=1,Support for BC Teachers - About | Facebook For a better experience on Facebook, enable JavaScript in your browser, or switch to our mobile site. Facebook logo Email or Phone Password Keep me logged in Forgot your password? Create Page Support for BC Teachers Community PublicCancelSave Changes About We Support BC Teachers! Our children and their teachers deserve a fair deal. The underfunding of public education in BC must stop. ~ Jordan Watters Description Welcome to Support for BC Teachers We are committed to galvanizing support for BC Teachers as they fight for a fair deal for themselves, for public education, and for the students across the province who are suffering greatly as a result of the BC government's unwillingness to invest in education. As the creator of this page, I have the distinct honour of reading hundreds of letters and thousand...s of comments from people across BC who care about the quality of education our children are receiving. The people contributing their thoughts go well beyond parents and teachers to include students, business owners, grandparents, and experts in a variety of fields. All agree that public education should be a priority in our province. Our team here is committed to bringing the voices of BC's concerned citizens to the forefront of this conflict. Please keep sending us your letters. We are committed to collecting, analyzing, and sharing key information that is clear and easily accessible to a variety of audiences. Please keep sharing resources, research and news updates with us. You see, this is about so much more than money, it is about our fundamental values as a society. Do we as a society believe in public education? If we do, then we have to make it a priority. If the government refuses to abide by the Supreme Court's ruling requiring class size and composition be returned to pre-2002 levels, if they refuse to bring anything new to the negotiations, and if they refuse to invest in quality public education for our children - then we have to dig our collective feet in, draw a line in the sand, and DEMAND better. -> Please write a letters to Christy Clark, Fassbender, and your MLA. www.facebook.com/SupportBCTeachersWithLetters -> Please show your support on the picket lines. www.facebook.com/parentsjoinpickets Most importantly, please get the information out there. Talk to your friends and family. Counter the myths with grace and persistence. With the facts in hand, this is a no-brainer. I ask this of you as a mother of two young boys who hope to attend a healthy public school system in a few short years, and if that is to happen, we have a lot of work to do. Yours in solidarity, Jordan Watters & The Support for BC Teachers Team See More Basic Info Joined Facebook 05/22/2014 Location Victoria, British Columbia Contact Info Email jordanwatters4trustee@gmail.com Mobile Find Friends Badges People Pages Places Games Locations About Create Ad Create Page Developers Careers Privacy Cookies Terms Help Facebook © 2014 · English (US))
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Touring a natural gas drilling rig with @MLA Mike Bernier, and Brian from EnCana http://t.co/AifdJ4H07b" @Teresa_Wat - 06:01pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141007,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/bctf/status/478676140337270784?screen_name=bctf&id=478676140337270784,BCTF on Twitter: "With only 1% separating parties on wages, hold up remains @bcliberals unwillingness to fund class size, composition #bced #bcpoli" Twitter Search query Search Twitter Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Language: English Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Have an account? Sign in New to Twitter? Join Today » Sign In Phone, email or username Password Sign in Remember me Forgot password? Already using Twitter via text message? Follow Following Unfollow Blocked Unblock Pending Cancel BCTF ‏ @bctf Jun 16 With only 1% separating parties on wages, hold up remains @bcliberals unwillingness to fund class size, composition #bced #bcpoli Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Retweets 153 Favorites 32 4:10 PM - 16 Jun 2014 Kathleen ‏ @kathlern37 Jun 16 @bctf @bcliberals unwillingness to fund shows govt devalues our kids and creates uncertainty in the future of public education Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Sherri Rousseau ‏ @sherbear61 Jun 16 @bctf @bcliberals Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Delee LaBelle ‏ @DeleeLaBelle Jun 16 @bctf @bcliberals can someone explain why Fassbender says its 12.5% wage increase and BCTF says 8%. What info is missing? Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet IDEA Factory ‏ @Phraxis_IDEA Jun 16 @kathlern37 @mballism @bctf @bcliberals or perhaps, just perhaps the taxpayer has no more money to give #bcpoli reality check! Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Darren Garbutt ‏ @Darren_Garbutt Jun 16 @Phraxis_IDEA @kathlern37 @mballism @bctf @bcliberals BS...slush fund Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet IDEA Factory ‏ @Phraxis_IDEA Jun 16 @Darren_Garbutt of course in Area 51. What kind of conspiratorial garbage lets you think billions more are hidden away for #bctf demands? Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Darren Garbutt ‏ @Darren_Garbutt Jun 16 @Phraxis_IDEA I dont think that. Theirs $$ in the budget, their just saving it for their pipe dreams Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Edwin ‏ @old_but_smart Jun 16 @Phraxis_IDEA @Darren_Garbutt These are the same people who voted against the HST causing the govt to return billions to the feds. Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Darren Garbutt ‏ @Darren_Garbutt Jun 16 @old_but_smart @Phraxis_IDEA maybe if gov. would act legitimately in the first place.... Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Stacy McLean ‏ @modernmom70 Jun 16 @bctf @trvsrchy @bcliberals I think its the benefits when I saw ei top up for mat leave you lost me Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Travis Richey ‏ @trvsrchy Jun 16 @modernmom70 can't say that I argue with you there. But @bctf is willing to negotiate. @bcliberals, not so much. Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Stacy McLean ‏ @modernmom70 Jun 16 @trvsrchy @bctf @bcliberals yah if we give them some benefits that are crazy and spin it as only wages Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Kathleen ‏ @kathlern37 Jun 16 @Phraxis_IDEA @mballism @bctf @bcliberals and Christy Clark really cares about kids, oh and pigs fly too! Give me a break! Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Merrilee Heard ‏ @gramy1gramy Jun 16 @bctf @aaronmueller What I want to know is how much have libs paid in legal fees aka tax $$ 2 keep fighting class size/composition STUPID%&$ Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Steven Sanderson ‏ @26snuffy Jun 16 @DeleeLaBelle includes additional cost of benefit demands (parental, dental, reducing grid from 10 steps to 8, etc) Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet IDEA Factory ‏ @Phraxis_IDEA Jun 17 @old_but_smart @Darren_Garbutt that is exactly right. No one wants to accept that wage demands =higher taxes #bcpoli reality Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet IDEA Factory ‏ @Phraxis_IDEA Jun 17 @Darren_Garbutt or rather pipelines will provide $ to meet wage demands of #bctf and others Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Darren Garbutt ‏ @Darren_Garbutt Jun 17 @Phraxis_IDEA funds are there. Fiscal management. Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Don’t miss any updates from BCTF © 2014 Twitter About Help Ads info Close Flag this media This has already been marked as containing sensitive content. Flag this as containing potentially illegal content. Submit Cancel Learn more about flagging media Dismiss Close Previous Next Close Go to a person's profile Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Close Retweet this to your followers? Cancel Retweet Close Are you sure you want to delete this Tweet? Cancel Delete Close Block Cancel Block Add a location to your Tweets When you tweet with a location, Twitter stores that location. You can switch location on/off before each Tweet and always have the option to delete your location history. Learn more Turn location on Not now Turn off location Close Profile summary Close Your lists Close Create a new list List name Description Under 100 characters, optional Privacy Public · Anyone can follow this list Private · Only you can access this list Save list Close Close Embed this Tweet Add this Tweet to your website by copying the code below. Learn more Hmm, there was a problem reaching the server. Try again? Include parent Tweet Include media Preview Close Sign up for Twitter Not on Twitter? Sign up, tune into the things you care about, and get updates as they happen. Have an account? Sign in » Close Two-way (sending and receiving) short codes: Country Code For customers of United States 40404 (any) Canada 21212 (any) United Kingdom 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM Haiti 40404 Digicel, Voila Ireland 51210 Vodafone, O2 India 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Indonesia 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » See SMS short codes for other countries Close Confirmation)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11932,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2000 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 13, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 2000 Next summer, help street children in Oaxaca by Jacqui Birchall Have you ever thought about spending your summer holidays helping homeless children, learning a new language, and meeting wonderful people from around the world who share your ideals? Oaxaca could be the place for you. Oaxaca City, in the State of Oaxaca, is a one-hour flight south of Mexico City. Oaxaca (pronounced wa-HA-ka) is a beautiful Spanish-built colonial city constructed on the ruins of an Aztec settlement. The summers are delightful with temperatures much like those in Vancouver. The surrounding countryside is filled with Zapotec ruins, craft-making villages, and farms where large fields are tilled with hand-held, ox-drawn ploughs. Oaxaca’s beautiful and lively town square is a modest building that yearly changes the lives of some 300 displaced indigenous children and their families. These are mostly Triqui Indians and their parents who come to the city in search of work and food. They generally find neither, and the children frequently die on the streets of this beautiful tourist destination. The children, from toddlers on up, beg all day until about eleven o’clock at night. They drink contaminated water, eat cast out food, and too frequently contract deadly diseases. Poverty means their young bodies are placed in orange crates or Styrofoam cartons for burial. There is no place for a funeral service for these, the disenfranchised. Through my conversations with these captivating and charming street children, I discovered that a small organization is working for change. Oaxaca Streetchildren Grassroots, Inc. is a small non-government organization run by volunteers from around the world. The organization feeds the children, provides medical care, education, clothing, bathing facilities, and the opportunity to go all the way to college should they so desire. It provides classes in the centre so that the children can be brought up to the same level as their counterparts in the state-run schools. Extra schooling is available in the centre to allow them to be successful once they start school. The centre provides the money for school fees and uniforms so that the children can gain an education that will help to break the chain of poverty. The centre needs volunteers. It needs educators, medical personnel, and clever all-round building and painting types who are willing to donate a few weeks a year to work with this wonderful organization. One need not speak Spanish. The Mexicans who run the centre all speak English, the children learn in English. Many of the volunteers are unilingual Brits. The centre particularly needs volunteers in July and August each year. Volunteers need to provide their own accommodation, meals, and flights. Accommodation is available from homestays, hostels, or very comfortable hotels. The centre can help to find accommodation. If volunteers wish to include Spanish lessons as part of their trip, one of the local language schools offers a discount to the centre’s volunteers. The organization has outgrown its present building and needs funding to buy a building. The building has to be in the more expensive town centre because that is where the needy families gravitate in search of tourist dollars. Landlords are unwilling to rent to an organization that caters to some 300 children. Also because of rent controls, landlords will give leases for only six months to a year. Oaxaca Streetchildren Grassroots, Inc. needs more office space, more classrooms, more dining space, more storage space, and sadly, a chapel for the funerals. The executive director is Blandina Velasco Martínez; the educational director of the centre is Rubén de Jesús Flores. Flores was the first street child rescued by Harold and Jodi Bauman, the founders of the organization. Now in his 20s, he is university educated, bilingual, and fiercely energetic. Jodi Bauman spends her days searching the streets for children in despair. There is never enough room or enough money for the number of children. An Englishman, Lawrence Whitehouse, donated the money for the medical room. He and his wife were taken hostage in Yemen, and she was executed in front of him. He used the money donated at her funeral to build the beautiful and cheerfully decorated medical room that is used to treat the children. As well as money, the centre needs medicine, shampoo, soap, and skin creams. This is the only place most of the children have to bathe and change their clothes. Sending clothing and shoe donations is not helpful to the centre as the organization is forced to pay heavy import duties. Taking these items personally to Oaxaca is better. It costs $100 U.S. a year to support a primary aged child, $175 U.S. to support a high school student, and $60 U.S. per month feeds a family with four or five children. The center offers the children classes in English, math, and art. In art classes, the children produce items for sale in the market. The children attend classes two hours a day, six days a week. The centre also has a library. The feeling there is joyous. There is a feeling of hope, of making a difference. There is a lot of time for the children to play, to eat, and to bathe. For the volunteers, it is an opportunity to have an unforgettable vacation, to meet like-minded interesting volunteers from around the world, and, of course to do something wonderful. For more information, or to volunteer, e-mail Jodi Bauman bauman@spersaoaxaca.com.mx and Rubén de Jesús Flores or Blandina Velasco Martínez at streetchildren@spersaoaxaca.com.mx. Jacqui Birchall teaches at Frank Hurt Secondary School, Surrey, and is a member of the Teacher Newsmagazine Advisory Board. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9374,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 19, Number 2, October 2006 FSAs can't judge our school This letter from Maureen Ireland was sent to Education Minister Shirley Bond in May 2006 and some of her students’ letters are also excerpted here. My Grade 4 students spontaneously decided to write letters in response to this year’s FSA tests. Although you will note that similar sentiments are expressed, the children were not coached. There was very lively and heated discussion as the letters were composed. Our school, Dormick Park Elementary, was described on the front page of our local newspaper as "ranked worst of the elementary schools in Abbotsford." The children have communicated personal feelings about the tests and responded to what they view as the inaccurate and unjust labeling that our school community has been forced to endure. Another local newspaper also featured these rankings and a colleague and I have written letters to the editors of these papers. I enclose copies of these articles, along with an article written by a citizen who has had personal experience with our school. This was the first year in which I have administered the tests and the process did indeed live up to what educators and children alike have described as a demeaning and debilitating experience. The BCTF sent a bulletin listing concerns about FSA testing on teaching and learning. My students and I experienced many of these negative aspects: loss of instructional time teaching to the test less interesting instructional practices less varied assessment strategies test anxiety less successful students giving up on themselves and learning (this was most alarming to me as an educator). The administration of this test has demoralized my students and me. Our school community has suffered humiliation. We deserve a response that is not a form letter hastily posted by one of your office administrators. It is hoped that your office and offices of The Fraser Institute, will take pause to consider the very real children and school communities who suffer for your cause. Future leaders and voters await a meaningful reply. Maureen Ireland, Dormick Park Elementary School, Abbotsford. Student letters "I don’t think the FSAs tests are right! All the government is doing on it is judging! I promised I would never be in the government because I don’t want kids hating me. One kid in my class was crying! I bet you don’t like to see kids cry. There is no reason for this test. If they want to see how we are doing, send them a copy of our report card! We are just learning all the stuff just for the test! I was wondering could you help me? Help all of us. You can help by not making everybody take this dumb test! How do [you] think it makes us feel about people writing bad stuff about us in the newspaper? I hope we made a point! Please help us." "We don’t like FSAs!! It makes me feel tired. I asked my Grandma if I could stay home because I hate FSAs and once she said ok, but I was lucky that time. All the other times it was no, no, no. FSAs are boring. It takes time out of work and fun. Sometimes people go home sad, mad, and it makes them want to die. That’s what it makes others feel. So stop this FSA test." "Why do we have to do FSA tests? When you were little, did you do FSA tests? If you did, did you like doing them? There was a kid in our class that started crying. Do you want kids to cry? I think Dormick Park is the kindest school ever. We’re non-judging and loving. Dormick Park is a virtuous school! We have no bullies, great rules, caring kids and teachers, and we persevere!" "We are tired of FSA tests. They make me feel like crying. I feel dumb and embarrassed." "I didn’t like the FSAs. Well it wasn’t really the test, it was what you were doing with the test that bugs me. At least half of my class doesn’t like FSAs and there are 31 of us." "I felt like I was the worst of all and there were butterflies in my stomach and I felt nervous. I don’t like the FSA tests. I really don’t." "I thought that there was no point in making children and teenagers do the FSA because all it does is make us worried and stressed. It also made one of the kids in our class cry. These are all of the feelings it gave me—upset, frustrated, dumb, unintelligent, confused, tired, angry, and worried. FSAs can’t judge our school because the people that run it haven’t been to Dormick Park." Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141006,plus.google.com,https://plus.google.com/103214396245949696806,Moved Temporarily Moved Temporarily The document has moved here.)
(20141003,www.facebook.com,https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=1612995062261094&set=p.1612995062261094&type=1,Shane Leifer - Shane Leifer's Photos | Facebook Facebook logo Email or Phone Password Keep me logged in Forgot your password? Sign Up Shane Leifer's Photos Back to Album Next      CancelDone Cropping Drag the corners of the box above to crop your new profile photo. Saving your new profile picture Shane Leifer From:Shane Leifer's Photos Open Photo ViewerDownloadMake Profile PictureEmbed Post Mobile Find Friends Badges People Pages Places Games Locations About Create Ad Create Page Developers Careers Privacy Cookies Terms Help Facebook © 2014 · English (US))
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "#FunFriday Fact: #BC has the highest small business employment in Canada. October is Small Business Month! Check out: http://t.co/20bcLmlvFP" @bcliberals - 03:55pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=17584&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 5, March 2009  Olympic budget puts paid to all-day Kingergarten By Noel Herron If anyone doubts the imminent demise of the emergence of a province-wide all-day Kindergarten program in BC in the near future, think again. The emergence of an apparently insatiable Olympic appetite for taxpayer money coupled with the recent release of several bogus Olympic budgets, points to not just a postponement, but the demise of key education initiatives, among them universal all-day Kindergarten. To think otherwise flies in the face of reality. It’s not just the rushed January convening of a special session of the provincial legislature in Victoria to bail out the billion dollar Olympic Village boondoggle, but the upcoming gathering storm around the hidden Olympic security budget that could also top a million, eliminating any pretence of the availability of sufficient provincial funds in Victoria for essential early childhood programs. Ironically, the Vancouver Olympic Committee and the International Olympic Committee have excluded the highly regarded humanitarian organization Right to Play from operating from the Vancouver Olympic Village site as it did in previous Olympics. Right to Play uses sports and play programs to improve health, develop life skills, and foster peace for children and communities in some of the world’s most disadvantaged countries. On top of the Olympic Village’s potentially heavy debt, this further tarnishes the iconic status of this controversial site. However, it was the late January front-page analysis by The Vancouver Sun, pegging the overall Olympic debt at a massive $6 billion (and counting), that puts paid to any remaining hope for the implementation of universal all-day Kindergarten in all of BC’s 59 school districts in the near future. Shamefully, it has now emerged that both Canadian and BC taxpayers have been either hoodwinked or lied to—in this case, both—by politicians at all levels (municipal, provincial, and federal) in the lead up to next year’s ballyhooed Olympic sports extravaganza. For the past three years, provincial politicians have shamelessly promised action on the early childhood file. There has been no let up on the hype and spin from the Ministry of Education on this topic. Yes, parents were told we are going to have great early childhood programs in BC, and make no mistake about it, they will be some of the best in Canada. The provincial government pleaded that it needed a little more time to ”get it right,” and then, as our education minister boasted, “We are going to lead the way.” The BC Liberals’ 2007 Speech from the Throne belatedly conceded that “currently approximately 25% of children (in BC) are not ready to learn when they enter Kindergarten.” Vague and over-the-top promises followed this speech, such as Shirley Bond’s assertion that by the year 2012, BC will have, (get this),”pre-Kindergarten classes for three-year-olds” when at the same time the prospects for all-day Kindergarten for five-year-olds, as the minister well knew, were rapidly disappearing over BC’s financial horizon. However, that did not prevent Bond from claiming that currently, “BC leads the country in early childhood education” when in reality, according to most analysts, BC is close to being dead last. Even more outrageous, after five years of leading Canada in child poverty stats, Premier Campbell, with a straight face, in an end-of-year television interview stated that children still remained his top priority. Opposition critics lost no time in deriding the premier for his once-a-month-priority-proclivity on this and other topics. Victoria, over the past few years, has not only created, but carefully cultivated enormous and patently false, expectations in the early childhood arena. The media messaging on this was as unrelentless as it was bogus. Many parents of preschoolers were looking forward to all-day programs for their five-year-olds next September only to realize that they have now been left with empty promises and dashed expectations. But as provincial budget time approached in February with the chance of very little funds, or no funds, available in Victoria’s coffers, Shirley Bond in mid-November started warning parents that all-day Kindergarten would not start soon. Pleading that the provincial plan requires additional in-depth study before it reaches the approval stage, it is clear that the provincial Early Childhood Agency’s province-wide “consultation” plan was yet another stalling tactic to disguise the lack of meaningful action by the BC Liberals. (To put the minister’s weak plea in perspective, the Vancouver Board of Education has run all-day Kindergarten classes for over two decades in many of its schools.) With over 3,000 responses being submitted to the Early Childhood Agency, the report, long past its due date is, being viewed, according to some critics, as a provincial participation put-on similar to the now famous Liberals’ “dialogue” on health two years ago. The Early Childhood Agency’s official report, slated to be released in mid-December, appears to have been delayed indefinitely—no doubt in a belated attempt to give some heft to the Liberal’s May election platform on early education. (Look for a plethora of early childhood promises in this document.) The studied absence by the provincial Liberals from the January First Call Coalition Child and Youth Issues Forum (a provincial advocacy organization representing over 80 affiliated groups) when the other two provincial parties, Green and NDP were present, speaks volumes about the government’s unwillingness to discuss its early childhood agenda. (See First Call’s position on early childhood programs.) As the situation now stands, thousands of needy preschoolers will continue to be left behind as Victoria’s current restrictive and discriminatory entrance requirements for all-day Kindergarten hold sway. Increasingly, these children will fall behind their peers as they move from primary into intermediate grades and consequently they will be denied access to the educational opportunities they deserve. All-day Kindergarten would, based on research and practice, usher in a new era and a genuine strong start for between 7,000 to 10,000 five-year-olds annually. Each year that slips by without province-wide implementation means that thousands of these kids will continue to fall behind. Who are these children? In a sense, they represent the “forgotten” early childhood kids who struggle for the first three or four years of their elementary schooling. They are a diverse group: children of the working poor; inner-city kids; minority-language students; children who for many reasons do not receive the rich preliteracy experience with the hands-on interactions that all children relish; and the so-called “grey area” students who do not fall into specific provincial categories that would enable them to receive the early intervention boost they need. Where does all of this leave us on the eve of a provincial election? What we have seen over the past three years is a dubious collage of early childhood images—photo-ops for various provincial ministers making announcements, title changes for school boards, book handouts for preschool parents, and misnamed and misleading drop-in programs, masquerading as Head Start programs for a smattering of preschoolers across the province. (Incidentally, the Obama administration, as part of its new long-term stimulus package, plans to add $1 to $2 billion to its highly successfull nationwide Head Start Program.) All of these elements have one thing in common—superficiality—as the BC Liberals craft a political image for preschool years that fails to match their actions. We will let our credibility challenged education minister, Shirley Bond, have the last word: “We remain committed to an aggressive early learning agenda in this province,” the minister has flatly stated when asked about the repeated delays and foot dragging in delivering solid early childhood initiatives. If you believe that statement, I have a bridge to sell you. Noel Herron is a former teacher and Vancouver school trustee.  First Call’s position on all-day/early Kindergarten programs First Call feels that expanded Kindergarten has the potential to serve children and families well if it is properly implemented. Proper implementation would include: inclusive and play-based programming. staff who are trained in early childhood care and education. ability to meet the needs of working families. universal access. inclusion of parents as knowledgeable partners in relation to service providers. maintenance of current childcare licensing ratio and space requirements in any school-based programs for younger children. For the full document go to: www.firstcallbc.org/earlyChildhood-WhatsNew.html)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=10148,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 5, April 2003 Yours for the asking Rick Hansen lesson plans online Created for the Rick Hansen school program by a classroom teacher for Grades 4 to 8, these lesson plans are teacher-friendly, creative, and highly motivational for students. All eight plans are downloadable include teaching tips and lesson materials. They help students understand key messages the Rick Hansen story has for youth, such as determination, courage, social responsibility, leadership, and the importance of teamwork. The vision of the Rick Hansen School Program is a world in which youth are motivated and capable of making a difference in their communities. The lesson plans are practical and curriculum-linked in math, science, technology, physical education, social studies, drama, language arts, and personal planning. and they are easily adaptable for use as complete thematic units or stand-alone lessons. The lesson plans are available at rickhansen.org in the Rick Hansen School Program section. Importance of early psychosis intervention A first episode of psychosis can be very stressful for a young person. It usually also affects family and peers. Since the onset of schizophrenia most often occurs in the late teens or early 20s, it can adversely affect the person’s developing sense of self-identity as well as relationships, education goals, and career plans. The B.C. Schizophrenia Society has several important programs that are successfully used in B.C. schools and universities: Reaching Out: The Importance of Getting Help Early–a 20-minute video and a manual that includes lesson plans, handouts, and overheads. A popular elementary school Puppet Show, aimed primarily at Grade 4s. Kids in Control is an excellent education and support program for children who have parents with mental illness. For more information, contact the B.C. Schizophrenia Society, 201-6011 Westminster Highway, Richmond, BC V7C 4V4, 604-270-7861, f: 604-270-9861, bcss.prov@telus.net. Youth road-safety education Schools can help to prevent car crashes—the number one killer of youth in B.C. In 2001 alone, there were over 10,400 youth injured and 77 youth fatalities, 46 of these in crashes where speed was a contributing factor. While not all youth engage in unsafe driving practices, if you combine driver inexperience with even one other road or driving risk factor, the chance of a crash rises dramatically for youth. No crash is an accident; crashes are a result of unsafe choices associated with driving and being a passenger in a vehicle. It’s critical to reach youth before they learn to drive or while they are new drivers. The C.A.R.S. BC (CounterAttack and RoadSense Society of B.C.) originated with a small group of teachers three years ago. The activities are developed and delivered by youth for youth. Empowering even a small group of teens to form a C.A.R.S. group is powerful. For more information about C.A.R.S. BC and how your school can become involved in road-safety education, visit carsbc.org or contact Cherralee Roberts at 250-769-7343, croberts@sd23.bc.ca. June is bike month Take that dusty bike out of your garage and join thousands of cyclists across the province. Over the last 10 years, the number of students being driven to school has increased by nearly 100%. Better Environmentally Sound Transporation (BEST) and Way to Go have been working in the public schools to challenge the notion that the privately owned automobile is the way to get to school. Bike month provides the perfect excuse to find out more about these organizations and the school programs they offer. For information about BEST programs, go to www.best.bc.ca or phone 604-669-2860; and for information about Way to Go programs, visit waytogo.icbc.bc.ca, e-mail waytogo@telus.net, or phone 604-731-1511. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2014/09/tentative-agreement-yes-or-no.html?showComment=1410992455420,Staffroom Confidential: Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, September 16, 2014 Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Despite what I know was a herculean effort on the part of our bargaining team, I very much hope that BC teachers will vote no to the tentative agreement. After five weeks of strike, and twelve years of legal battles, this is not the deal that will restore sanity to public education and it is not a fair deal for teachers and students. Just as teachers in Saskatchewan rejected a deal to ensure a better outcome, I hope BC teachers will consider a no vote to let our team know we have to go back to the bargaining table. Class size, composition The agreement provided a modified LIF fund starting at $75 million per year and increasing to $85 by the last year. It is for teachers only, which will mean a slight improvement in Districts where sizeable portions were spent on Education Assistants or senior District staff rather than teachers. However, in an average size District like Victoria (20,000 students, 1,000 teachers), this will translate into about 5-10 more teachers. That is one for every five schools. To put it in comparison, Justice Griffin's judgement estimated the lost funding due to lost class size language at about $330 million in current dollars. (Read more here about the proposed Education Fund.) I heard so many teachers speak up about the need to ensure that we do not return to over-crowded classes when the strike ends. This agreement does very little to alleviate what is the most pressing issue. Throwing away the court victory The agreement provides a "reopener" in the event we win on appeal our class size language. What this means is that the language returns, but is not implemented until new language is negotiated. Without the actual implementation of the returned language, there will be very little incentive for the government to bargain it back. We would essentially be back in the very same position we are in today, with government trying to bargain it out and us trying to bargain it back in. In my opinion, even if we were legislated back to work we would be in a superior position. If we won the appeal the government would then be forced to implement the language. We are thus throwing away our historic court victory and the bargaining pressure it potentially creates. The reopener is really only mildly less offensive than E80. In both cases, we have to bargain back what was illegally taken from our contract and the government will probably never have to restore it. In fact, the "reopener" creates the perfect opportunity for government to lock us out to try and force us to agree to something far inferior. Throwing away the remedy for the last twelve years The agreement provides $105 million to compensate for grievances over-sized classes for the last twelve years. Using Justice Griffin's estimates, our loss is roughly $300 million times 12 = over $3 billion. I cannot fathom how $105 million is a fair compromise. The BCTF's original proposal to put this money back into the system was a more fair and productive approach. This agreement means we can no longer go to the courts for a fair remedy. Wages The agreement is very close to government's original offer. While I would be willing to accept this if the class size language was returned, teachers should not be taking such a significant monetary loss without the commensurate gain in working conditions. We have lost roughly 12% of our annual salary. We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut. Minimal improvements There are very minimal improvements in preparation time for elementary teachers (10 minutes per week), and TTOC daily rate. The TTOC daily rate change may depend on your grid placement. It could actually be a wage loss for long term TTOCs who are above category 5 and step 7. There is also $11 million in health and dental benefits. At 40,000 members, this is $275 each. Hardly worth consideration in the context of the rest of the agreement. What next? There are a variety of options if we vote no. We can continue the strike. We can choose to return to work and continue bargaining. We do not, and should not, accept an agreement that doesn't meet our needs and doesn't meet the needs of students and public education. When Saskatchewan teachers rejected the first deal which had 5.5% wage increases over four years, the second deal had 7.3% increases over four years. They have said this still isn't good enough. For us, our main issue is classroom conditions. We need to say this isn't good enough. The way to do that is to vote no. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 7:48 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 124 comments: Troy MooreSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:17 PM The EC recommendation states the open clause will be argued from restored language. However, selling our grievances for nothing as the 105 million is strike savings, is plenty of reason to vote no. Further, no composition caps, but a fund controlled by Superintendents is enough reason to vote no. Thursday I will vote no.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:06 PM Re-opener also says "education fund" in place until new language bargained, so old language can disappear forever.Delete Reply Mme RousseauSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:33 PM Government starved us to death hoping we'd vote yes to whatever deal they'd offer. Planned it from the start.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:07 PM We can sill choose (collectively) to return to work if we reject this deal. Many options.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:09 PM Great analysis, Tara! I think that returning to work would be a bad idea. This will frustrate parents more if they need to find new ways to deal with taking care fo kids. USe the money given to you by the other unions. I am a teacher who had to quit for stress over the terrible condition of work (split FI grade 4/5, several low LD kids with little support, one severe with no support, 2 gifted (no support), and a principal who expected me to teach 2 separate social studies AND science programs)Delete Reply Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:56 PM Good points by all but the gov't succeeded in starving my family out and completly breaking us. I will be voting YES and live to fight another dayReplyDelete Replies schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:21 PM 'Fight another day'? In the last twelve years that we have been pushing back against this government, never has the tide tide been so much with teachers, class size/composition, and public education - and never has the government been pushed back onto the ropes (especially with the call for binding arbitration). What 'other day' is being proposed that we wait for? Now is the time. Vote 'no' and give the BCTF bargaining team a renewed mandate to get a decent deal for students and teachers.Delete Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:10 PM "Another day" means to wake up and realize that 2more weeks means my family of 5 could lose our home. It means I will do all I can to recall Cc, Factbender, and other mla's, and maybe even having "a guy I know" have a chat with them. In year 1 of their reign, I don't believe they even know what "the ropes" are. I will vote YES ...for my family, and I can live with thatDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:12 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply Karen FergusonSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:03 PM Just a question: When the Saskatchewan teachers voted no, had they already been on strike for 5 weeks?ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM No. They are working with no contract. They are not on strike.Delete Shannon DavisSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:23 AM I am a Saskatchewan teacher. We are not on strike; we are currently in the conciliation process after voting "no" to 2 previous offersDelete Reply "Mama Rose"September 16, 2014 at 9:27 PM Can we truly return to work without agreeing and continue bargaining? When I suggested returning to work a few weeks ago, the answer was "being on strike puts pressure on the gov't and without pressure they have no reason to settle." And can you explain more how legislating us back would be better than agreeing to this deal? And finally, why would the BCTF executive put forward a deal that was not a good one?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:30 PM Because they need confirmation of the resolve of the membership to get something better. That is what a no vote does.Delete Reply Troylana MSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:28 PM some great points to ponder, tara......thinking thinking....ReplyDelete schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:43 PM If we vote 'no' to the tentative deal we still have options: We'd not have a contract. But we could... a) strike with full picket lines b) partially strike with phase 1 (work-to-rule) in schools c) partially strike with periodic/rotating job action d) continue negotiating e) return to work and re-escalate strike f) some/all of the above ReplyDelete Replies Caroline MackenzieSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:21 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:14 PM a) will expedite matters (I say less that 3 days)Delete Reply danabjornsonSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:05 PM I am thinking that a legislated, crappier contract would only be in effect for 2 years max (before elections...). If we take this offer, then we will be agreeing to this pseudo-E80. Should we win the court case (which we likely will), we will have to settle on the terms of the THIS negotiated contract which doesn't actually restore learning conditions; it simply allows for those conditions to be negotiated. If we say n, then we default to the 2002 contract, which DOES restore the language. A "yes" vote is saying that we are good on "crumbs"; a "no" vote is saying we want an actual meal. That's my understanding, anyway. Please correct me where I am wrong, Tara. :)ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:44 PM And word is IF they legislate, they could opt to legislate back Grade 10-12 only causing the union to have to lay off all teachers and re-hire based on seniority. That will tear the union at the seams pitting teacher against teacher for those positions. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:17 PM There will be a general strike if that were to happen! They better not do this. They will regret it.Delete Reply imaginefunlearningSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:09 PM Some good points on the background of our fight over the past 12 years, which I have been actively engaged in; however we need to recognize the climate we are in. We are not in Sask. people! We have just come through a very long summer!! We need to thank our @bctf bargaining team & recognize the toll this has taken on all of us & our families. I don't have the luxury of more time on the strike line. This may be as good as it gets. Let's read the agreement and consider getting back to work and making some $ again! That's my 2 cents worth, which would come in really handy right now!!!ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:18 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply RobSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:11 PM Go back in work to rule mode. Work this winter to recall every Liberal MLA. ThAt is the only way to apply pressure to these criminals. ReplyDelete Replies Kate RestonSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:03 PM Recall! Not sure who won the battle but the war is still onDelete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:14 AM Well said Kate... I agree 100%Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:20 PM I think say NO and a better deal will be done in less than 3 days. These guys are not criminals, they are lower than that. I bet they get a sick pleasure in hurting the kids and the teachers.Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:31 PM An official recall is in the works: https://www.facebook.com/groups/316129595235450/?fref=ts Please consider joining.Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:26 AM Leah - do you honestly think anyone who voted BC Liberal did so thinking that they would act any differently on the education file?Delete Reply JJSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:16 PM I am glad to see other members who share my views. I am outraged at a 1.2 percent "raise" in salary per year that doesn't even meet inflation of currently 2%. I feel used and abused.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:23 PM Not to mention all of the other pittance! I am actually surprised that Iker asked teachers to vote on this! Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:18 PM Hi Tara Thanks for the summary! Will we be able to vote NO to the deal, but vote YES to returning to work? Will there be three options when we vote Thursday? Why did the BCTF agree to a substandard deal for us? If we vote no to a deal that was recommended to us, the teachers look like the bad guys and public approval will plummet. I am very disappointed and frustratedReplyDelete Replies KataSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:12 AM Public approval will not necessarily plummet. I have seen strikes where the membership has voted against the executive's "best results to date", and ended up with a better offer. This offer is an insult. The $300 million will not bring funding to the national average (I believe). More importantly, the wage offer is half of the average wage increase for public and private workers (StatsCan). Delete Reply MontySeptember 16, 2014 at 10:19 PM Thank you, Tara. My thoughts too, more clearly expressed. As well, Thursday is too soon to vote, too soon to vote, too soon to vote........ReplyDelete Richard ChalkeSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:21 PM Vote no and lose every shred of public support...just sayin!ReplyDelete Replies UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:31 AM I am a member of the public and would support a "no" vote. js!.Delete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:01 AM Richard Chalke, NO you won't! I am a mother with 3 adopted special needs children who need to be in a class that is designed for them and others like them (my kids are academically slightly delayed but their issues are more social and behavioural) where they can receive the education they deserve taught in a way they can comprehend. I will speak now for all the parents I know, and we will support the teacher's if they continue to fight for our children's best interest.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:28 PM It might not be pretty at first, but once we explain things (and I hope the Mandarin-speaking teachers flood the Richmond organization that voiced their concerns), they will back us. The 3 billions that the judge came to is the first I hear about. This should be stated to every newsmedia comment section in the province. Minimize pickets and flood those outlets with commenters, just like the Liberals do. Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:45 PM I am a member of the public and a single Mother of a child in the public school system. You will NOT lose one bit of my support if you vote no. I know that you are sacrificing so that my child can have a better education, and I am most grateful for it. Having said that, I also know that you are exhausted and broke. I have been dreading that you may have to settle for less than what you (we) deserve because the government succeeded in breaking you. I am not in your shoes, so cannot judge. If the vote is a yes, I understand and I am still behind you. Delete Reply Alison RocheSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:25 PM It is a crap deal. It's always a crap deal. Once you raise the stakes to striking, anything else is a cave in. The last time we walked out was the 3 day illegal strike where I threw away 1200$ and got EXACTLY the same contract I had the year before. The BCTF called it a win because they didn't rip up MORE of my contract. Ridiculous. There are a few of us that believe that working to contract, doing 100% of your teaching job and nothing more (like paying for supplies out of your own pocket or EC) is the only way teachers will survive this government. What if they get re-elected again? Then what? Teachers have lost thousands to these clowns to make "statements" about the state of public education in this province. We can't keep sacrificing ourselves and our families. And in the meantime, you talk to parents about why you have to take this crappy road. Because up until this strike they mostly didn't care about the state of education, but god forbid you didn't run a Sports Day. Then suddenly they wanted to know what the hell was going on. Keep the conversation going in schools. Attend your PAC meetings and stop enabling this govt to underfund and overwork the system. And still get paid!ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:20 AM I am very excited at the prospect of returning to my beloved job on Friday. However I will NOT continue to put my personal money into my classroom and I will be seriously reconsidering my involvement in extra curriculars. I think we shoot ourselves in the foot with all the unpaid work we so willingly volunteer to do. Delete Reply FCSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:38 PM I heard a rumour last week from a loose lipped government insider that after the 22nd, depending on the outcome of the negotiations the Liberals were going to announce a 3 step process. I was not clear if this was based on 3 steps to resolve the strike (perhaps the 3rd step is legislation??) or 3 steps to overhaul the education system, either way, they will settle it outright. I wish you all luck and all the information that you need to make a sound decision of what you feel is best.ReplyDelete Replies Lisa BurrowsSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:53 PM I have heard similar rumours. On the 23rd, the gov. was planning on introducing a $6000 per year voucher system for 3 choices: an academic or trades program, or something called EducationCanada. Not clear whether their intention was to privatize the public system, de-certify teachers and hire them back under new wage/benefits. Not clear where these rumours originated from. Maybe fear tactics to get teachers to vote yes. In any event, I plan on voting yes. I signed up to be a teacher, not a martyr. This strike has cost us a lot. We need to regain our livelihood and hopefully continue the conversation about class composition. We have at least awakened many people to the issue, and the court case is still an avenue that could eventually improve teaching and learning conditions.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:33 PM I urge all teachers to fight and say NO to this deal. Retired teacher who had to retire because horrendous work conditions. Make me proud. They will not last long if you say NO! I know this is tough, but there is money and I hear that Van City does offer loan at low to 0 %. Banks do allow you to miss a mortgage payment. Go talki to your banker.Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM Will school districts require teachers to make up missed days, as suggested in the media? Will the school calendar be changing to make up for the missed three weeks and if so will we be made aware of those changes PRIOR to the vote? ReplyDelete KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:41 PM "Wages..... We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut." And that is the cost of going on strike!!! There is nothing that can be done about that. You cannot go on strike and put up the raise you want every week to compensate for your time on strike - it doesn't work that way.ReplyDelete Replies Drew StevensonSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:59 AM I believe the missing "..." Suggests that they meant to refer to the losses against inflation since the last wage step increase. Thus this contract does not allow us to recover the buying power lost to inflation since the last non contract or "0%" year. Add those up and compare against the proposed increase and you see that by the end of the contract, we won't be able to afford the same value of goods (loaves of bread, watts of energy, litres of gas) that we could at the end of the last contracts term. It was not a comment about wages that were lost in the strike. Those are really small potatoes when compared to the grinding power of inflation over years and years. The next contract will use this latest for a bench mark so these losses to inflation will grind at all teachers for as long as they teach. A death of a thousand cuts to our ability to afford basic goods and services. Any raise less than inflation is a cut to the value placed on us and on our ability to pay our bills. Delete Reply Ed SSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:09 PM Having lost $20,000 (including summer school wages) as the single income for a family of five is far too much; I will be voting YES to the deal, unless the independently wealthy teachers out there who wish to continue the strike will pay my bills and mortgage for me.ReplyDelete Replies Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:14 PM I feel ya. Yes for meDelete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:18 AM Ed S. With all due respect (and I mean that), how did you lose $20,000 in the strike? Teachers were out 2 weeks (all out) before they were supposed to be in June, and now 3 weeks for the start of school? It is my understanding that teachers don't get paid through the summer months. Please correct me if I'm wrong, wherever I'm wrong. Shouldn't you have been financially alright for the summer months at least? Also all teachers knew this strike had a possibility of extending into the new school year but no one teacher budgeted for this possibility? I'm truly just trying to get a clear picture of where this all stems. NO disrespect intended.Delete BlairSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:12 AM Kelly, not Ed but if you look at the numbers there was the 10% lockout haircut in May/June plus the loss of most of June and the loss of much of September. In our 1 teacher (1 non) household we calculated a $9 K - $10 K loss so far. If you add summer school earnings you can easily make the loss in the $20 k zone. As for budgeting, we budget for the summer, but did not expect the 10% haircut, nor the loss of June/Sept days which completely messed our budgeting calculations. A very good friend (single teaching mother) was crushed by the loss of the June income and is without a penny today.Delete Mr. SmoothSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:35 PM The only one who didn't get a haircut was Jim Iker... and he needs one more than anyone else. What's with that over-coiffed 70"s mullet Jim? Does wonders for the BCTF brand image!Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:55 PM Jim's hair is not open for discussion in a respectful space like this. As for his salary, he is a teacher who does not get paid when we are on strike.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:04 PM Totally agree!Delete Reply Mr. GSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:24 PM If I thought they could do any better I would agree with voting NO, but you have to be realistic. The BCTF does not use professionals to bargain and always ends up with much less than they promise the membership when asking for a strike vote. While this is not a great deal for teachers, I really think you're fooling yourself if you think it'll get any better.ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:02 AM BCTF needs to be replaced with younger more adept representatives and advocates. Also, we should be hiring professional contract negotiators - you don't go into battle with cut throat corporate types with a wooden knife. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:37 PM This is BAD deal! Say NO to it and show those (expletives) that we will not take it anymore! Come on! Show them that teachers have a spine! They will respect us, oddly!Delete Reply retaSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:51 PM I agree with Richard. Those in the public that are uniformed would be furious, and there are many teachers who just can't afford to use their wages as their voice any longer - too much has already been donated to the government. In my opinion, the deal is pretty lame. I am sitting on the fence.ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:24 AM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:26 AM So true!!! I cannot afford to fight this battle for public education any longer. Why is this my personal and professional obligation??? However I think this deal is weak weak weak. I also think its the best we are going to get. Ideologically I'm on the fence but my wallet will vote YES.Delete Reply SirThinksToo MuchSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:54 PM My wife and I will be voting "Yes" on Thursday for it is the middle path. The easy path would have been for us to go back to school with E-80 & E-81 over our heads. The difficult path would be for us to vote "No" and put our mortgage at risk and having to continue asking retired parents for handouts to feed a family with three kids. The middle path is the wisest choice for us considering the current political climate in which those who do not teach are the quickest to judge it harshly.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:41 PM I understand that this is really tough for you! I almost died teaching a few month ago. I had to quit. Please consider holding on and say no. Remember the short loss in salary will be offset in the LONG-RUn by better salary increase. This is a joke! They will be laughing at you even more if we accept this. This is a very bad deal! However, I do respect your position!Delete Reply DaleSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:16 AM Why would classroom conditions be better on October 9th after being legislated back? We have been outplayed because of our stubborn refusal to outdated, tired old tactics. It is because of these actions that have led us to this terrible deal. Time to reset, regroup and stock up for the long haul. Can't do it if half the members commit hara kiri on themselves. We are a union of professionals not a cult. ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:49 AM Could not agree more.Delete schreck!September 17, 2014 at 9:44 AM Could you please advise which tactics you believe could have been used to secure a superior deal?Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:47 AM Full disclosure: I'm a BC Liberal supporter. The only people who would benefit from a NO vote are the BC Liberals. Teachers would be bargaining with no leverage whatsoever and would be viewed by a large segment of the population as unreasonable. The BC Liberals then get portray themselves as the only party capable of dealing with the BCTF. schreck! says that the BCTF has the government on the ropes, but he couldn't be farther from the truth. The government wants people to view the BCTF as their primary opponent. Disputes like this just shore up the BC Liberal base and protect its right flank. Any half-baked recall campaign will only reinforce that. It's true teachers aren't going to recoup the lost wages from the strike. I would suggest to you that that means this job action was probably not in teachers' interests, especially without any sort of appreciable strike fund. This is the best deal teachers were ever going to get with this government and people should have been able to recognize that in June. If you want my advice (which you probably don't), it would be to spend the next 5 years building up a strike fund, electing better leaders, and hiring a professional negotiating team. Don't bring a knife to a gunfight and expect things to go well. Focus on getting the best deal you can from whoever the government is rather than trying to change the government, the HST, Kinder Morgan or a thousand different issues that distract from education and erode the union's finances further. You'd be doing yourself a favour, and probably doing the NDP a favour at the same time. Also, if schreck! is David Schreck, you can thank his opposition to STV for the last two BC Liberal majorities. I know I do.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:11 PM One step would be to stop making political contributions to the NDP. This only contributes to the childish animosity and lack of trust that has constantly characterized negotiations. How else can the Socreds/Liberals view teachers except as enemies when they so publicly support their opponents. This stupid confrontational immature approach has to STOP!!!!! Education should not be a political fight when it is so obviously a valuable benefit to our society. It was an NDP government that legislated teachers back to work in 1993. Stop making education a political fight.Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:10 PM I don't think they have to go that far. CUPE and the Nurses still contribute to the NDP yet they don't have the same acrimonious relationship. CUPE and the Nurses just make their members their priority, and broader advocacy second.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:55 PM Ryan (possibly a Liberal paid commenter), with all due respect, I disagree with you. The cumulative increase in lieu of this will be better. Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can. I say to Iker, ask for 6% over 3 years because these people love to play the 15% over 15 year game to make it so big on the surface. Some people think that this is 15% every year. Believe me! I have seen it in comment sections. Others believe that the 15% is too high not understanding that they must divide things over the duration of the contract. It is time that we play it smarter. It is time to put the foot down and ask for money given to us by other unions, if it is needed. Banks can accept one late mortgage payment. It would be suicidal for them to not help. Imagine the possible damage if that ever leaks out. They could lose a lot in teacher money. I for one would pull my money out of a bank in support! Teachers are going to show this government that we have a spine! Enough is enough! Aren't you tired of being treated like kids? (Retired teacher who almost died in a car accident because of work conditions that were horrendous. I had to quit.)Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 AM Not paid by the BC Liberals. I pay them actually... :/ I imagine astroturfers of any affiliation wouldn't disclose their bias. "Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can." How did that work in May 2013? If the teachers reject a contract that their own union endorsed, it will make teachers seem unreasonable. Whether that perception is true or fair is irrelevant. It's what will happen, and teachers will be weaker as a result. Take my advice. Build up a strike fund and focus on the internal governance of the BCTF for the next 6 years. You'll be better off for it. Or not. I don't mind you or others making it easier for the party I support to get elected. I'd just rather not see kids and teachers hurt in the process.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:37 AM Ah! The "don't-hurt-kids" card, hey, when you have underfunded education for 12 years! WOW! That takes the cake! Are your trolling? Oh! You are serious? :) Would you be surprised if I don't follow your advice, considering your lack of logic? Would you be surprised if others don't follow your advice? It is ttue that bullies like you and your ilks love to show who is the boss, who is the teacher now! I suspect that is at the root of the problem! No one wants to fail in school! No one wants to get the strap! Sad that today's teachers don't like it too! But, who cares, we are ... teachers! We deserve it! BAH! BAH! BAH!Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:22 PM That's fine. I look forward to another 16 years of BC Liberal government.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:41 PM 16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate! Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan! Sociopaths do that!Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 9:35 AM "16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate!" 16 years of our opponents still don't understand why they lost. Like I said, that's fine with me. If I said the Liberals would be in power for at least another 13 years back in 2004 you probably would have laughed too. Heck, if I told you on May 13 last year that the BC Liberals would be reelected on May 14 you'd probably have laughed too. And you were wrong. Why is that? Answer that question if you want the NDP to win the next election. Without a correct answer to it, the NDP's cause is hopeless. "Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan!" You feel they are flawed, and that's fine. I don't go around calling people who disagree with me sociopaths, nor do I accuse them of being paid shills. But I also don't feel much need to address your ad hominems. There are logical arguments to support your position, but argumentum ad hominem is not one of them. It's a textbook logical fallacy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 1:15 PM Ah! Now I get it! It is all ego-based! You think because you voted the winning party that you are a winner and we are losers! You think because you predicted that the Liberals would win, you are winner. That does not make YOU a winner or the Liberals! It is called DEMOGRAPHICS, you expletives. The baby boomers are getting old and because they have more assets and won't make a whole lot more for too long, they need to vote a govn't who is going to do just that! It is not rocket science! WOW! You think you are so superior when your party stole an election with 47% of the popular vote. That's not a majority and your party should not have been elected. BTW, did you delete from your ethical memory the words Ethnic voting scandal? The field is slanted and you know it. However, you are so willing to minimize, forget the scams and bad fairplay tactics like a sociopath is allowed to minimize or ignore his or victims emotions that you don't see that you are the loser, we are the victim of your constant bullying. 1% wage increases after years of 0% increases and you can justify that when Yahoo reports that the average Canadian can hope to get 2.5% this and next year: https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html You Liberals behave like fascists, but we can't call you that because that's not allowed! Well! Guess what? It is and you are. Live with it! You keep on dreaming you are a genius! :) I am retired, getting soon a nice pension, and laughing at you from a beach somewhere! AHAHA! Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 2:14 PM What's with the name calling Peter? For someone claiming to be retired you really don't show the wisdom of age. For someone who talks about logic, you use logical fallacies like ad hominems a lot too. It's a fair point that the BC Liberals didn't get a majority of the vote (and I'm a very big supporter of electoral reform). The BC Liberals + Conservatives did though, and I don't think it's realistic to expect the BC Conservatives to have been more generous had they been part of government. Last time I checked I just voted. I didn't "victimize" anyone. Perhaps your rage is misplaced. If you think the election was "stolen" I'm afraid I have to question your grasp on reality though. "Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?" I'm glad you'll have a pleasant retirement Peter. I have no ill will towards you. I'm not sure why you think I do. I'm not saying people were *right* to vote BC Liberal. That's a matter of opinion. All I'm saying is people *did* vote BC Liberal. More voted BC Liberal than BC NDP for the last 5 elections in a row actually. You need to understand why that happened in order to change it for the next election. Clearly you're not interested in that though. Which is fair enough. Just remember next time you're upset about something the BC Liberals do that your lack of interest is part of why the BC Liberals get elected at all.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 3:23 PM I love your culture --or the lack of thereof! Guess what, stop thinking averybody is white and must follow your little rules. Namecalling? Sociopath? Whaaaat? And, what if you are? Still can't call you that? :) You fascist right-wingers are big on censorship! I just don't like you giving us lessons on how to get the NDP in. As stated, people are voting right of the NDP because it is a matter of demographics and a little ethnic vote buying on the side. The rest is mumbo jombo. Yes, of course, they will have to go on strike in the future and yes they will have to build a strike fund. The Liberals stole that from the BCTF too! And, you wonder why I don't have any respect for them? Yes, electoral reform is needed! We agree!Delete Reply JJ GeorgeSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:46 AM As a parent, I support the teachers and respect whether they choose to vote yes or no. However I noticed a discrepancy here from other information I've read regarding prep time for elementary teachers. Here it states minimal improvement to prep time - only 10 minutes per week being added. Elsewhere I read that it is 100 minutes per week for prep, increasing by an additional 10 minutes in the final year. That is a significant difference, and worth noting. Or have I completely misunderstood?ReplyDelete Replies Anne-MarieSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:59 AM Elementary teachers currently have 90 minutes of preparation time per week so an increase to 100 minutes per week is only gaining 10 minutes. In other provinces and some private schools they have as much as 45 minutes of prep time per day.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:56 PM Thank you for inquiring!Delete DW ZSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:57 PM You're right JJ George. There is a significant difference around the province regarding preparation times. In my district elementary teachers currently get 100 minutes of prep time. This new proposal is useless to me. I'll have to wait 6 years to gain an extra 10 minutes. Delete Reply UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:11 AM Almost nobody gets cost of living adjustments. Also inflation is NOT 2%. Do some research and look at the CPI for BC over the last 24 months. The average over the last 2 years is 0.7%, not 2%. The CPI changes every month so you cant just look at the highest month and declare that THE inflation rate. Check out the 12 month averages document for the actual numbers. http://www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/StatisticsBySubject/Economy/ConsumerPriceIndex.aspx All that being said I support the teachers. if you think this is a bad deal as a parent my dream would be for the teachers to vote no but continue bargaining because I do think the kids need to be in school and I do fear that the teachers will lose all support if the strike continues. All I ask as a parent is that you do your own research and try not to be swayed by all the opinions. ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:01 AM Inflation for August was 2.1% (http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/economy/cpi-report-expected-to-reveal-rise-in-canadas-core-inflation-rate/article20593943/). The CPI is a year-over-year calculation.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:43 AM Inflation should be looked at as a yearly average, not an individual month.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:34 PM The lawyers do not believe we have compromised our court deal. Our leadership would not have sold us out. We dodged a bullet. The Premier had something loaded even if we are not sure what it was. The idea that we could simply return to work is not guaranteed. I think a no vote could easily lead to the Liberals locking us out again because the Premier wants to crush us and she will use any excuse. She did not want to take the advice of her people and do this deal. I am certain a plan for drastic action (where we have to take the concessions they had planned) or worse - was in place. We can't guarantee the press will do any better job explaining the complexities should we say no. They rarely sided with us in markets outside of Vancouver where people are more political and they often misled or allowed others to mislead. They are not helping and would sensationalize. This would see dissolution of support very quickly - especially if we asked for wages. (Though admittedly it angers me that we can't ask for wages without being accused of being greedy when that is what most bargaining units do). But we have argued this is about kids and while this is not ideal - it is better to have teachers than not. The deal does suck in that it does not bring us to par - but this fight needs to be won with a strategy that is political and capacity will do that in another round. We have some support - but it is limited to the choir. We need to have the pews too. We need to build that capacity while working and continue to find allies because the fight is bigger than most people want to consider. This is about ideology and about privatization. Education always was political but never more so than now and we have to fight this party or the conservatives who would do the same or worse. No teacher who is responsible can ignore the politics any longer. That is simply the truth. If you work in the system you better get informed and you better be prepared to fight until retirement for the system. That said, I want to ask the same question others are asking: Why is this the job of 42,000 teachers and not the job of all citizens who want equality to fight for this right? It is time (while the conversation is still on-going and up to and including election night) for us to guide the public where we can but mainly play our part by not propping the system up. Make poverty known. Make noise about shortfalls, ask questions (in the media or in board offices ) about who is going to fix it instead of paying ourselves, volunteer some but wait for the pubic to step up so they see what schools lack. I hate the deal too. But I trust Vince Ready and Iker and I don't think we could have done better right now. I think we dodged a bullet because I have read everything this government has put out and followed the trail. They plan to privatize and they are just looking for the route. Voting YES for now does not mean we are giving up. It does not mean a win in the way we wanted but we have won a battle that will lead to us winning the war. If we don't rest up and stock up we might not get there.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:57 PM Well, if it is bigger than just this battle, then we will need ALL the unions to strike if they do indeed use drastic (draconian) measures. I say it is time for ALL of the unions to call a general strike. I guarantee that they will not like that one bit. What will they do then? Call the army? :) People in Europe, at the end of the 19th century stood up in mines. General strikes do occur in Europe and have. If you think you had it tough, think of them who stood tall for US in tougher times and conditions. Make sacrifices. Sell furniture. Tutor on the side. Ask for the BCTF money. Ask your banker to help. As friends and relatives. If we say NO, it won't last long. If they legislate us back, let's call a general province-wide strike of all unions. Delete Reply Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:47 AM Between CC's smug smile as she celebrates slaughtered teachers and Jim Iker's goofy grin - seemingly unaware that he has been a willing puppet, I am thoroughly disgusted. Over the next 5 years, teachers will be in an increasingly bad situation financially, classrooms will continue to be too large and complex with increasing medical, social and environmental issues impacting academic delivery. It could not be less obvious that things will continue to worsen. The Liberals have ensured that BC is rapidly becoming the Canadian Monaco for rich off shore interests and wealthy corporations. Soon the underpaid "workers" will have to be bussed in daily to Vancouver - Asian style. The only recourse is to move to just about any other province and bring in up to $100,000 more over the six years with much less cost of living. So we are bailing, encouraged by friends who have gotten positions in Manitoba and Alberta. My colleagues and I discovered through contacting several school boards across Canada that specialist (special needs and behavioural) and secondary science teachers are in particular demand. I want to work in a professional, respectful environment where the needs of all children are considered a priority and where I feel inspired to do my best. However, I want my vote to reflect the wishes of teachers who will be here over the next 6 (5) years, so very much appreciate your blog and opportunity to read the comments.ReplyDelete Bert SlaterSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:11 AM To vote YES will throw away 12 years of effort, and 2 victories in BC Supreme Court. To vote YES will be to snatch defeat from the jaws of victory. If you vote YES what bargaining power do you think you will have - the government will do nothing, and then what do you think you will do - take job action? PLEASE VOTE NO.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:59 PM Time to show you have a spine!Delete Reply RodSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:06 AM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Cool HandSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 AM Wouldn't a 'No' vote be a vote of no confidence in the BCTF itself?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:02 AM Not at all. It is just a message to the leadership we need to do better. The strength of the union is the members, and we support the leadership by giving them direction through democratic means.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:40 PM I disagree. How else can a recommendation by the EC to vote yes be interpreted? Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:00 PM I am sure people will interpret this both ways, but it is a vote. If it is supposed to be a "Yes", because it might be interpreted one way, then why bother having a vote?Delete Kate TSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:07 AM Yes , it would be. I don't think we could come out much better than this with this government. How will a No obtain that? Christy will be happy, she can declare the BCTF gone and roll out her plan to privatize. Delete Reply David DeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:06 AM A no vote would be a rejection of a the court victories defied by the government and an inadequate deal containing some vague promises that won't meet the needs of teachers or students on class size and other important issues.In Ontario elementary teachers get 200 minutes of prep time per 5 day cycle. I know there is financial hardship, but the union has received close to $2 million in donations from other unions; is there no way of accessing hardship funds? At minimum, vote no and return to work on work to rule with various strike options.ReplyDelete Erica JonesSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:25 AM This article actually makes me so mad. It is NOT better for the kids that they have missed almost all of june and all of september. This is what you signed up for in BC as a teacher. Get on board or GET OUT.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:20 PM Is this really what teachers signed up for? At my high school, each class has about 30 kids, with an average of 17 kids per classroom with an identified learning disability. Our district says that there should be no more than 4 kids per classroom.. How do you expect non-specialist teachers to help each student when over half of them require more resources because of a learning disability? Furthermore, are you generalizing the "better-ness" to all the kids in BC? Because I don't think that it would be better if kids went back considering the learning environment isn't up to par. There are barely any Education Assistants, and support teachers for the multitude of children who need them. While I recognize and appreciate your enthusiasm for education, please realize that the public school system isn't a daycare. Also, please think about your words and the learning environment prior to speaking out. By the way, we're not an autocracy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:08 PM I can understand your frustration! Understand mine! I almost died at 7:30 pm one night returning from teaching a FI split class with several students who did not get enough support or no support at all. The principal expressed to me that he expected me to teach 2 different social studies programs and 2 different science programs. ANYONE I talked to knows that this is impossible to do, especially in French Immersion when kids get no support at home and books are often too hard for students to read. I had to quit my job. I did it for me and did it for the kids. I was like a surgeon who is asked to operate on 5 patients with an old scalpel with 2 inexperienced nurses. Predictably, 4 patients would die and I would be reprimanded! Teachers are put in terrible conditions and kids too. I hope you have the openmind to consider the reality of this honest personal anecdote. I also wish you to understand that this is likely not an isolated incident. What will it take? A kid to commit suicide because he or she is not getitng enough support?Delete Reply hilarySeptember 17, 2014 at 10:29 AM It is incorrect to equate lost funding with what the teachers would have received in grievances. The two are not equivalent. The starting position of the BCTF was $225M, so they never expected $3B to resolve grievances. I'm also interested to know where you get your figures on overcrowded classrooms. A recent Globe and Mail article says that classrooms are, on average, smaller than the caps set in 2002.ReplyDelete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:36 AM The signing bonus should be roughly $2500 each: 105 million divided by 41 thousand.ReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:53 AM It is not that simple. The $105 million is to be allocated by the union. The term "signing bonus" has been crossed off on the signed document. Some of that money may be used to pay union debts. Don't know this but clarification would be useful.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:16 PM Just quoting from the CBC news website, "And finally there are details of $105-million fund to settle grievances stemming from the ongoing court case. The BCTF says that money will be given out as a signing bonus, with specific amount yet to be determined."Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:34 AM I think it would be smart to put at least part of it into your strike fund.Delete Reply WheelsSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:55 AM If the money is used as a signing bonus, it should be based on FTEReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:12 PM Yes I am sure it will be based on FTE. The question is how much of the $105 Million is actually distributed. This is up to the union, and I am told that it is yet to be decided.Delete GuruSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:44 PM And don't forget all the retired teachers who are entitled to a share of it.Delete Reply Geoff OrmeSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:18 PM In another discussion of this someone suggested that under BC Labour Law a no vote means rejection of the proposed deal, and that means the strike continues until either: - the union in question elects to stand down - another tentative deal is presented or - the government imposes a legislated contract. I think the last of these is the most likely, and I believe the legislated contract would be draconian and brutal. What do you think, Tara? Also, I would appreciate your thoughts on Sandy Garossino's comments at https://storify.com/Garossino/should-teachers-accept-the-contractReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:14 PM If this is so, in a few month (likely a couple of years), teachers will win so much more with a Supreme Court judgment! It is possible that the Liberals know that the higher courts are stacked by Liberal judges (that is what happen when judges are chosen, not elected). In any case, a negative settlement (or not a great judgment) will galvinize the public to reform the way the Supreme court judges are being chosen. I doubt that any govn't will want that to happen. A legislated contract will make the LIbs look like sociopaths and dictators.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:47 PM Peter I think you are expecting far too much from the public, many of whom are only paying attention to this matter due to kids being home from school. The public are not remotely this savvy on the political process.Delete Reply IslanderSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:09 PM I am a continuing education teacher. We have it even worse and we are not listened to enough about our poor conditions. Those include no prep time (and we do have to mark and do report cards many times a year sometimes and commonly for 30 students in a class), travelling to different schools with no compensation, and having next to no breaks in between 3 hour classes. I worked for two years with no lunch break and taught 6 hours straight (just 15 min. breaks) to be told, "don't complain since there are others who will do it". We then got 15 min. breaks in between classes. Most of our students are wealthy immigrants, many who try to stay in classes as long as possible since the classes are free. After spending a year in Germany, I realize how better organized it is where the immigrants pay to learn the language on a sliding scale, and have to pay for a student book as well for each class. We do not even have text books, but photocopy so much at tax payers' expense. This is not right. I then teach summer school since we were not on a 12 month continual salary and most of those students are also immigrants (at least 75%). This is also free and it is becoming so common and the new immigrants know this is free babysitting and tutoring. I think one main problem is that we have so many new immigrants in our classes who need ESL like this article states about our inclusion style of education nowadays: http://www.vancouversun.com/life/Shelley+Fralic+trouble+with+schools/10203596/story.html I am honored to be teaching and like my job, but it does get exhausting especially since I need two or three jobs to pay the mortgage that I now no longer have.. back to renting since it all I can afford in this city that has become so expensive. And many don't realize that it is very very difficult to get to full time work as a teacher here. There was a formula that made it take about 10 years to get to f/t (now finally changed). I have been without pay for 3 months, and now had to finally rent a place in anticipation of returning to work, so I have to vote "yes", but please keep the comments coming for what alternatives we have. Maybe we have to just educate the public in a better way than picketing; maybe get out and walk around malls and talk to people and hand out pamphlets on how this liberal government is hurting this. Most Asians (probably just the new who are from such a different system) are already against the teachers since they do not seem to understand what is going on. http://www.vancouversun.com/Business/asia-pacific/Chuck+Chiang+Many+Asian+families+place+blame/10202757/story.htmlReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:17 PM First of all, myn thoughts are with you! I think your ideas about using different strategies is smart. Picketing is not a very good strategy to let people know about things. I think using the membership to flood media comment sections would be more effective. Going to talk to the public might be a good idea along with this, I think. Phone the BCTF and ask for support.Delete Reply Marsha HolleySeptember 17, 2014 at 1:36 PM A teachers wife Vote no you have come to far to back down. It is a -----Y DEAL. ReplyDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:45 PM Ask yourself WHY teachers cannot get 1/2 of the average increase in salary of the private sector? (The Libs will tell you because there are sooooooo many teachers, but I also hear that there are provinces where there is a need for teachers!) TORONTO - A new study says that Canadians, on average, can expect about the same size salary increase next year as in 2014. Human resources consultants Pal Benefits says a survey of 401 organizations, mainly in Ontario, Alberta and British Columbia, projected salary increase for 2015 at an average of 2.79 per cent. That was almost unchanged from the 2.74 per cent average increase projected in last year's survey. Meanwhile, in addition to the average salary increase remaining relatively steady year over year, the survey found that the percentage of employers who plan to freeze salaries appears to have stabilized at eight per cent —in the same percentages as was projected in 2014. Breaking down the numbers further, the survey found the average salary increase anticipated in the engineering, financial services and high technology sectors was three per cent. That compared with an average of 2.5 per cent on the low end for organizations in durable manufacturing. https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.htmlReplyDelete "Mama Rose"September 17, 2014 at 9:12 PM I used to agree with you, Tara, and appreciate you bringing these items to your blog to get us all thinking. But after a very long night and day of research and discussion, I realize I will be voting yes tomorrow. Here is why: I don't care about salary or benefit increases. That is not why I went on strike. I don't care if this tentative deal is not good for teachers. That's not why I went on strike either. For me, the single most important issue is class size and composition. I want to work in a classroom where I have enough time and resources available to me to adequately help all the students I teach. And while it is true that this tentative deal will not change anything in the classrooms right now (or at least most of our classrooms), I realized that we couldn't actually make changes in that area because the issues of cs and c is before the courts. When I made that connection and realized that this round of bargaining was really about a "good enough" agreement regarding wages, then the deal seems, well... good enough. BUT, the best part, is the language the BCTF legal team made around the furture court decision (the re-opener). They have it in writing that if we win the court case (which is likely) and when we have to start bargaining class size and comp again (that is exactly what Justice Susan Griffin said we would have to do) we will be STARTING from the 2002 levels. To make this simple to understand, I explained it to my friends using a number line. With this new language, the BCTF starts the next round of bargaining at say a 50. The government will want us to go to 10 or 15, and we'll compromise and end up maybe 25. But WITHOUT that language, we would have started bargaining at a 10 and only gone down from there. So I do believe it is the best deal possible, it still factors in the biggest issue (from my perspective), we do not lose the important gains of the past, and most importantly, everyone gets to go back to school.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 PM Mam Rose, I appreciate your point of view and your courage. However, let me point out to you and the readers that a decision at the BC supreme court might not turn out the way teachers anticipate. We all know that judges are appointed and who does the appointing? "All justices of the BCSC (including the position of Chief Justice and Associate Chief Justice) are appointed by the federal cabinet, on recommendation of the Minister of Justice. Masters are appointed by the provincial cabinet, on recommendation of the Attorney General in consultation with the Chief Justice." (Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Supreme_Court_of_British_Columbia) Now, I would like to think that all of those people are objective, but they are appointed and we know that there are political appointments. They have a lot of discretion over the laws and judgments. I am willing to bet that the BC Liberals do know this and are betitng the farm (or do they know something we don't know) that the Supreme Courts are stacked against teachers? So, I am not sure if we can count on a WIN if we proceed with the court ruling. I think we would be better to negotiate and negotiate a better deal.Delete Reply retaSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:57 AM Yes...no...yes...no...The last two days have been this. I’ve read so many articles and comments over the past few months and, I can say, I have learned a lot. I know this is not a great deal for teachers right now. I will be voting yes. This is why… 1. The children. Without going into the multiple issues (e.g., grad, post secondary, trades, sports, global education/trips, planned activities, those with varying degrees of special needs, those that need a soft place to land, etc., etc.) the children need to get on with their education. 2. The parents. For many parents, this strike is a financial burden. We do not like to be called baby sitters, but for many living below the poverty line, school is a financial relief. Winter is coming; gas bills will be expensive. 3. Poverty. Remember, BC has the highest child poverty rate in Canada. Schools feed and clothe numerous children. 4. The other systems educators work collaboratively with. MFCD, CYMH, foster parents, group homes, and the multitude of non-profit agencies that support vulnerable children and families are bursting at the seams. We are a part of that team. 5. CUPE. While some have been paid during this strike, that money is coming from districts. It was not provided by the government. And, CUPE is a partner in education - from the bus drivers to the tech dept to custodians to secretaries to EAs and so on. 6. Small Businesses. In our little towns, the school district is the number one employer. There is a direct cause-effect relationship between loss of wage and loss of business. 7. Money. The amount of money that is needed to reverse the erosion of the public education system over numerous years cannot be recouped in one sitting. This agreement is a start. It’s not much but the stage has been set. 8. THE COURT CASE. That is why we were on strike. All the other stuff could have been resolved months ago, but our government was working hard to make the court case go away. Well, it still exists. I consider that the victory. We live to fight another day (as rhetorical as that sounds) AND I hope people actually read the ruling and think critically about how a loss could impact the future of the Charter of Rights, and the power of government to contravene those rights. I am guessing we will vote to ratify as so many fear “what’s next?” from this government. It’s nasty business, and I think legislation would be next. VALUING PUBLIC EDUCATION needs to come from a STRONG, CONSISTENT public voice. If we do ratify the agreement, and those in the profession and public think we've given up, we have not. We’ve been fighting for years. We just haven’t been heard… until now. ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:21 AM I understand your point of view, but sometimes you have to fight to get what you want. This is a VERY bad deal, considering: Other people get on average 2.5% salary increases last year and this year and the next and the rest of us get 1% and must feel happy if we do.? (https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html) THIS DEAL is a horrendously BAD deal for kids/parents as well, of course. We are going to continue to be humiliated and be the laughing stock of many people of this province. After a decade of paycuts, WOW, this is what they are willing to offer! WOW! WOW! WOW!Delete Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:30 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Reply Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:37 PM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:08 PM Let's cross our fingers! I think we need a general strike by all unions if CC legislates teachers back. It is time to put the foot down and tell her and the Liberals that, as in the movie Network,"I am mad as hell and I won't take it anymore!"Delete Reply Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 8:26 PM Needs help on some stats for an online debate Looking for the last 10 or 15 years of contractual salary increases in %. So, 1% for 2001, 0% for 2002,...ReplyDelete Children FirstSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:00 PM Well it's all done now. Really hope the teacher's can find another angle to deal with class size and composition as well as student funding. The government will make sure the coming court case never swings your way no matter what. 2nd most expensive place to live in the the world!!! Wonder why and where the money goes??? ReplyDelete AnonSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 PM I'm an outsider, but have followed closely this whole fiasco and this is a RAW deal. Your union hung you out to dry on this one - taking a really bad deal (clearly no one from the BCTF had rudimentary math skills in their toolbox) and then publicly encouraging to the media that teachers accept the deal....what choice did you have - a no vote would have outraged the public. I could go on and on, but the bottom line, in my opinion, is that your union better get some stronger leaders who are PR and technology savvy. Out with Iker and the rest of those who bargained on your behalf - they just got ......well , we know that happened. Whew, can't even believe how screwed you got, absolutely amazing - nothing meaningful gained in the big picture and only very minor gains for a small group of people, bigger losses for the majority.. Wow - I better stop now. Best of luck. Thanks for all you do for our children. ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ▼  September (9) Reflections on the BC Teacher Strike BC Teacher strike - Lessons learned Response to Sandy Garossino Will the Education Fund improve classroom conditio... Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Class composition: a human rights perspective Class size and composition - a short visual histor... Guest post - I WILL HOLD THE LINE Teachers - let your leadership know it is time to ... ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "#FunFriday Fact: #BC has the highest small business employment in Canada. October is Small Business Month! Check out: http://t.co/20bcLmlvFP" @bcliberals - 03:55pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7158,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 2, October 2005 Focus on our goals not the length of a strike by Larry Kuehn Would a strike that lasted three months be harmful to public education? Of course it would. It would be terrible for students, for teachers, and for parents. No one, not even kids who at first might appreciate a few days off, would see it as anything but harmful. How, then, did a BCTF lawyer get quoted as arguing otherwise in a hearing before the Labour Relations Board? It comes down to legalistic arguments about how the LRB should define "essential." And that is part of the problem with the provincial government’s "essential services" legislation. B.C. is the only province in Canada that has designated education as an "essential service," and many people question whether it’s necessary since teachers so rarely go on strike. The last teacher strike in B.C. took place in 1993. Nonetheless, the B.C. Liberals brought in "essential services" legislation for teachers in the summer of 2001, right after they were first elected. At the time, they gave British Columbians the impression they were completely eliminating the right to strike for teachers, but that isn’t the case. Under international labour law, "essential services" designation is reserved for services of a life-and-death nature, such as healthcare, police, and firefighting. But even workers in those fields have a right to strike as long as it does not endanger anyone. To ensure public safety is maintained, "essential services" sets up a bureaucratic way of defining what job actions are allowed and disallowed, and gives the LRB authority to delineate the extent of a strike. Obviously, essential-service designation reduces the impact of any strike, but workers in services that are truly essential—those that are required 24–7—understand that. The B.C. Liberals’ "essential services" law calls on the LRB to define a strike so as to avoid "serious disruption to the education program." Lawyers for both the employer and the union then had to argue about what would be a "serious disruption" under the Labour Code. Reasoning that the LRB would likely come down somewhere between the positions put forward by the two parties, both sides put forward their most extreme cases. The B.C. Public School Employers’ Association said only one dayof strike a week would be okay, but no more than 20% of instructional time. Certainly BCPSEA would be hard-pressed to argue that missing one school day a week would constitute a "serious disruption," since the Ministry of Education has allowed several school districts to cut costs by cutting classes to only four days a week. Last year alone, B.C. students, mostly in rural districts, lost almost 1.68 million school days so that cash-strapped school boards could balance their budgets. By contrast to the employer’s narrow definition, the BCTF argued in the other direction, seeking the broadest possible definition of what job action could be allowed. That’s where the three months comment came in, contending that even when strikes or lockouts have been lengthy, students’ education has not suffered any long-term consequences regarding test results, graduation rates, or attendance in post-secondary institutions. It was a lengthy legal argument that got reduced to one sentence in headlines and editorials. But many people—teachers, parents, students—felt upset by the notion that the BCTF could just dismiss three months of school. And rightly so. For teachers who try every day to spark young minds, it was hurtful that their Federation would say such a thing. Parents couldn’t imagine how their kids could miss such a big chunk of the school year and still succeed. Students, especially those graduating this year, were concerned. For the record We are not saying that losing three months of school wouldn’t be a problem, as the message came over in media reports. We are saying that the greatest threat of "serious disruption" comes from a long-term decline in learning conditions, from larger classes, and inadequate staffing and services to meet students’ diverse needs. The impact of that erosion over a youngster’s 13-year school career can be much more significant than a temporary disruption that results in improved learning conditions. This controversy is a good example of what is wrong with "essential services" legislation for education. It takes a concept that deals with the protection of life and limb, and applies it to a totally different situation. Of course public education is essential, but the quality of education is determined not just by the number of days students are sitting in class, but by the conditions in their classrooms. Some days of strike may be necessary to get the learning conditions that are essential for the longer term. The B.C. Liberals’ "essential services" legislation leads both union and management to focus their attention on defining the rules before the Labour Board, rather than on finding negotiated solutions to the problems that have led teachers to vote an overwhelming "Yes" on the strike vote. We have to keep our eyes on our goals, and the goal is not a strike. It is improved learning conditions, and a fair and reasonable salary increase. Teachers voted more than 88% because we have a professional responsibility to advocate for our students, and we have the collective right to seek fair wages for our work. A democratic strike vote and, if necessary, strike action can get attention to the issues and to put pressure on government to stop ignoring the really essential needs of both students and teachers. Larry Kuehn is director of the BCTF’s Research and Technology Division. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=20428&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 4, January/February 2010  School boards clobbered by Victoria By Noel Herron Many boards in financial crisis says BCSTA president As school boards start preliminary budgetary planning for the 2010–11 school year, an aura of uncertainty and deep foreboding grips secretary-treasurers’ offices across this province. Updated surveys and interviews show that more than three-quarters of BC’s boards of education have large and growing shortfalls in their current budgets with fears that the worst is yet to come. “I don’t know of a single district that isn’t grappling with serious funding issues. Yes, many are in a financial crisis, “ said Connie Denesiuk, president of the BC School Trustees Association, when interviewed by this writer at a break in the October BCSTA Provincial Council meeting. Based on policy fluctuations, uncertainty, and punitive directives from Victoria since the opening of schools, from September through December, school boards are now very apprehensive about the world of education in a post-Olympics era. These fears are well-grounded as they wrestle with increasing cutbacks, lack of clear direction, surprise announcements often coupled with non-responses from the Ministry of Education. Policy changes or directives appear to be made on an ad hoc basis. School boards are now literally limping from year to year and in some instances, since September, from month to month, as they keep a running tally of the immediate impact of cuts on their school communities. This situation is bluntly reflected in an October BCSTA council motion authored by two school districts—Kamloops Thompson and Peace River North—in which they plead for “funding provisions that are adhered to in a predictable, responsible, and accountable manner recognizing the responsibilities locally elected boards have to their communities.” Multiple policy gyrations from Victoria have raised the ire of school trustees: the Ministry of Education’s apparent refusal to grant, what boards term, “hold-back” funds from the previous school year (some boards received these funds; others apparently didn’t, or received them much later than others); the late August cancellation of the $110 million facilities grant; the 50% reduction in PAC grants; the ongoing uncertainty regarding CommunityLink core funding, moved from the Ministry of Education to the Ministry of Social Services; the mixed messages (or no message at all) to some boards regarding access to what has been termed “restricted” funds (limited to a small number of boards). What is now clear, halfway through the current school year, is that the financial destabilization or, in the words of one trustee, the “definancing” of this province’s boards of education is well under way in British Columbia and is a matter of public record. Many factors come into play in the financial squeeze boards face—size of boards, geographic location (transportation funding is a growing irritant for several boards); age of school buildings (leaking schools, schools to be seismically upgraded, or the need for new schools); impact of declining or increasing enrolment, spending all, or part, of the facilities funds promised last year but not delivered by Victoria; plus the diversity of student populations. These factors, and more, underline the glaring inadequacy of the current one-size-fits-all funding formula introduced by the Liberals in the 2002–03 school year. This formula mocks the ad nauseaum claims of successive education ministers that they are adequately funding and “protecting “education. The BC Liberals boast that they have added $84 million to this year’s education budget but given their ongoing treatment of school boards and current basic funding requirements this smacks of hypocrisy. Recent tallies indicate that most boards are descending deeper and deeper into a financial morass. Other boards are barely holding their own and are justifiably fearful about their future. A small number have opted to remain silent in the apparent naive hope that the storm will blow over. Faced with all of the following components that will impact on their next year’s budgets—an inexperienced and unsympathetic minister of education; the prospect that the annual facilities grant could be withheld again next year (although this may not happen in light of the recent recommendation from a government committee); impending additional cutbacks in the March 2010 provincial budget; the continued underfunding, by stealth, of board expenses in areas such as employees salaries, medical services, hydro, gas; and the upcoming July 1 HST tax—hope is a scarce, if not a false, commodity. The BC Liberals determination to impose HST levies on July 1 will add $24 million in operating costs and $15 million in capital costs for the province’s school districts. It was, however, the cancellation of the annual facilities grant that generated the unprecedented October letter of protest by the coalition of four key provincial organizations (parents, teachers, school support workers, and school trustees) against the provincial government. This cancellation with its far-reaching effect (see attached initial impact of cuts provided by BCSTA on 7 out of 28 school boards) crossed a line in underfunding and drew a very strong reaction. School buildings and facilities will increasingly fall into disrepair if this continues, with serious implications for the health, safety, and security of students. For the first time ever, the October BCSTA Provincial Council passed a seven-part resolution urging the association to “develop a province-wide advocacy plan” to respond to the blizzard of cuts and to “convene a provincial public conference on sustaining public education.” This motion is unprecedented from an association that, for the most part, hitherto sidestepped strong criticism of the provincial government. The public BCSTA conference is to be held in April in Victoria in conjunction with the association’s annual general meeting. To underline the increasing vexation of trustees at their meeting, of the 24 motions passed, 19 were critical of the provincial government, while the remaining 5 were simply procedural. Add to this the collapsing of the completion timeline for the seismic upgrading of 87 high-priority schools across the province, as this is now being pushed back 10 years (due to its low priority status and provincial foot-dragging) to the year 2O40. The 6.3 earthquake on November 17, in the Queen Charlottes, may serve as a wake-up call for Victoria. All of these considerations, with their multiple ramifications, mark the death of whatever little has remained of local autonomy of school boards as the education ministry tightens its centralized grip. It was interesting, in this context, to read Premier Gordon Campbell’s cynical musing at last fall’s annual meeting of the Union of BC Municipalities about the possibility of returning the power to levy school taxes to local boards. Having no intention whatsoever of making such a move, these comments from the premier can at best be characterized as throw-away lines or, more bluntly, political blather. The ongoing public relations facade for the past four years around Campbell’s phony “Great Goal” in education, is now in tatters. Indeed, the BC Liberals’ disregard, if not disrespect, for school boards is accurately reflected in their current ideological and political search for board “efficiencies” by the new education minister, and also in her musings about board amalgamations as well as her not-so-subtle earlier threat of a provincial “review “of board operations. How much more can this government squeeze out of this province’s school boards? Individual and collective voices of protest are being heard across the province. Not surprisingly, many local Liberal MLAs have apparently taken to the hills, not returning phone calls or e-mails. (It has not gone unnoticed that the refusal this year to hear the BCTF’s annual brief to the provincial Standing Committee on Education resulted from more than scheduling difficulties.) A local letter to the Penticton Herald from school Superintendent Juleen McElgunn, speaking out against cuts, provides an example of the growing disenchantment of a senior board staff with provincial policies. This letter apparently represents a first for this district and it echoes, in part, the unprecedented 1984, “Statement of Concern,” prepared by six superintendents of schools, for the BC Association of School Superintendents, at a time when the discredited Van der Zalm government was slashing support for public schools. The Social Credit cutbacks of the mid-1980s pale by comparison with the current BC Liberals’ assault on school boards. Joan Axford, secretary-treasurer of the Saanich district, a district that has been hard hit with 20 teacher layoffs, points to the ”uncertainty” and “lack of clear direction” from the Ministry of Education, noting that “the requirements of the system far outstrip the monies that are currently available.” Kootenay Lake Superintendent Pat Dooley, speaking on behalf of her board, outlined to the provincial standing committee the “crisis situation “in her district and pointed to the “lack of predictability and stability” that cuts were causing. Her detailed brief could be summed up in her statement, “the pressures coming on our operating budget are immense.” The Ministry of Education’s October carbon reporting order to boards, on the eve of the BCSTA Provincial Council, with its demand to cut costs further, while at the same time forcing boards to use the province’s outrageously expensive software (shades of BCeSIS; an irate Burnaby board estimates the new carbon reporting software will cost 83¢ per student while the Vancouver board estimates it will cost it $40,000 in the first year), was the final straw for individual trustees at this meeting. “Appalling” and “stunning” were some of the terms used to characterize this move. The thanks-but-no-thanks, unanimous resolution at the BCSTA meeting with regard to next September’s introduction of full-day Kindergarten was evidence of a strong backlash against Victoria. Fearing partial funding of this provincial initiative at the expense of the existing K-to-12 system, trustees flatly rejected a rob-Peter-pay-Paul strategy about to be foisted on them. Fed up with stealthy provincial downloading over the years, they asked that this initiative be delayed until full funding was provided, while at the same time, emphasizing that they endorsed the full-day Kindergarten concept. A deep and growing distrust of both the provincial government’s intentions and its modus operandi was very much in evidence at this meeting. Marketing ploys (the rebranding of school boards as “boards of education”) and spin doctoring (promoting the premier’s phony seismic upgrading plan as a “Neighbourhoods of Learning” project) are a poor substitute for substantive program changes and genuine education reform. Key questions remain in this ongoing financial crisis: Will the layoffs of teachers and support workers accelerate? Will core programs and services be downgraded once more? Will more school boards be forced into truncating the school year—thereby depriving students of their full entitlement—as happened in districts like Boundary and the Gulf Islands with their 4-day weeks, or in the case of Surrey, which lopped six days off at the end of this school year? Will the March 2010 provincial budget bring any relief or, once again pile on more direct and indirect cuts? Will yo-yo (withdrawal followed by occasional reinstatement) funding become the norm for school boards over the next three years? And equally important, will provincial organizations not heard from yet, representing groups such as principals and superintendents join others and speak out, or will they become passive participants in the inevitable decline of one of this country’s finest K- to-12 public school systems? If the latter happens, then educational leadership in some key sectors in this province, given the current stakes, will need to be made of sterner stuff. The road map ahead for school boards is precarious and littered with obstacles and uncertainty. Noel Herron is a former Vancouver principal and school trustee.  This is the second of two articles on schools boards. The impact of the loss of the annual provincial facilities grants on seven school districts SD 8 (Kootenay Lake) Our June 30, 2009, financial statements reflect that the AFG fund was overspent by $760,565. This is because of an actual over expenditure of $364,000 and AFG grants not received, yet budgeted for, of $395,662. Our anticipated final 2009–10 transportation budget is in excess of the announced $2,333,958 M of E transportation funding. As the bulk of operations expenditures are found in salaries, this significant budget cut will result in job losses. Significant reductions have been made in administration, travel, training, technology replacement, supplies. SD 23 (Central Okanagan) Increases to MSP: $90,000. Reduction in CommunityLINK Funding of $10,393. Impact of BC School Sports Cut—at least $3,000 in direct support to assist our district athletic association. AFG 19 permanent staff have been given 30-day layoff notices. 13 temporary staff have been given seven days layoff notice; will finish their temporary assignments 4–6 weeks earlier than planned. 41 positions will be impacted through layoffs or bumping. To date, we have spent $1.5 million of the upcoming year’s (09–10) anticipated funds (roofing, HVAC upgrades that have to be done in the summer), this is in addition to the money we carried over from the previous year’s budget that has now been spent. All other planned AFG projects for this year have been halted. SD 28 (Quesnel) Cuts to CommunityLINK funding to this district have been reduced by $30,000 (one youth-care worker position) The AFG, this year, an anticipated $885,000, used for critical maintenance repairs to school buildings, the majority of which are 30 to 50 years old; significant portion had already been spent. This loss is compounded by the ministry holding back the final AFG payment of approximately $179,000 from the 2008–09; combined loss to district exceeds $1,000,000. Among the actions being taken or considered by the School District to ensure compliance with section 156 of the School Act which requires boards of education to not incur a deficit—staffing reductions through layoffs and/or not filling vacancies, maximizing district class size, reducing district budgets. SD 38 (Richmond) Historically, Richmond has received $4 million in AFG funding. Many projects were on hold and that only the most urgent were being done. With the new cuts, we are looking at another $5.7 million in cuts to balance 09–10. Currently leasing a school that was closed in 2003 to the CSF for $225,000. The 5-year lease just came up for renewal in June and we renewed again on a year-by-year basis as we have been thinking if full-day Kindergarten comes we would need to re-open the school ourselves. Total of extra MSP premiums to be paid per year: $115,588 We cannot improve building envelopes in order to save energy. We cannot move forward with BC Hydro energy efficiency incentive agreements. Yet we are still asked to provide proof of how we are striving to become carbon neutral and we will still be required to begin paying carbon offsets for our greenhouse gases produced in order to become carbon neutral. SD 39 (Vancouver) Next year’s projections show that without surplus or reserve funds, we’ll be almost $7 million over the current year. Enrolment is expected to decline by 578 students, which will result in a loss of approx $1.3 million. General inflationary costs increase of $940,000. Purchase of carbon offsets: $280,000. BCeSIS commitments: $150,000. If school districts aren’t granted the same HST rebates being proposed for municipalities, it will cost us another $1 million. That all takes us to about $15 million in funding ABOVE what we received for this 2009–10 school year. If we add in the AFG ($10.6 million) and the cost of the teachers’ salary increase ($4.8 million), we’re starting the see the potential for a shortfall of over $30 million if government doesn’t increase our funding. That situation would bring our district to its knees. We have an accumulated shortfall of $40 million since 2001–02 (i.e., to return to 2001–02 service and staffing levels, adjusted for enrolment decline and inflation, we need an additional $40 million in operating funding per year). SD 44 North Vancouver $1.1 million deficit due to the AFG clawback. Now faced with the task of addressing a $1.1 million shortfall currently and another deficit for 2010–11 that is projected to be much larger than the $3.2 million we addressed for the current year. The increase in MSP payments will cost us $50,000 in 2009–10, and $150,000 in 2010–11 (because it’s a full year of the January 2010 increase and another 6% effective in January 2011). With the loss of AFG funding we will not be able to become carbon neutral anywhere in the near future. However, even with the AFG funding it would not be possible to be carbon neutral by 2010. It will take much more funding than AFG offered in order to initiate upgrades necessary to mechanical systems, building envelopes (heat loss), bus and service vehicles, and the like. The more realistic scenario is that we will be paying the offset costs for several years until older facilities and equipment are replaced at the end of their life cycles. SD 46 (Sunshine Coast) AFG shortfall of $208,000, after spending all our carry-over funds and drastically cutting back on what was planned to be spent this school year. Maintenance staff for this school year were cut; we are unable to make any further cuts (including those funded out of AFG) without giving up completely on the need for day-to-day maintenance. No capital reserves. Currently have about $667,000 in unrestricted reserves, which is less than the 2% contingency recommended by our auditors. The concept of a “contingency” fund has now changed, too, because we have no more AFG. It could disappear quickly due to any kind of structural/mechanical emergency in our buildings. The shortfall we had to cover with unrestricted reserves in our 2009-10 budget is now about the equivalent of what we have left as contingency; meaning over the next year, it is looking increasingly inevitable that we will have to close schools and cut significantly from the classroom. Source: Excerpt from background report by the BC School Trustees Association (BCSTA) on 28 school districts in early October 2009.  )
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(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13180&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 1999 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 11, Number 6, April 1999 Top 10 lesson aids 1. A Quality Approach to Primary PE: A Resource Guide for Teachers—Game Activities. Published by the Vancouver School Board. 90p. 1993. This second edition document contains lessons and suggested resources for teaching game activities to primary students in physical education. Recommended by the B.C. Ministry of Education. K–3. LA 8320—$16 2. Believe It or Not: A World Religion Resource Package.  Frank McCormick. 30p. ©1996. This resource package is intended to give students a deeper understanding of the world’s major religions. It rests upon the assumption that learning about the beliefs and philosophies of others will lead to increased tolerance, to a more conscious awareness of the learner’s own position and to a keener curiosity about further study. Three different types of materials are presented: introductory activities; templates on Buddhism, Confucianism, and Taoism, and a bibliography with suggested resources for the study of religion. Grades 8–12. LA 2028—$4 3. Kids Create: Art and Craft Experiences.  Laurie Carlson. 160p. ©1990. Paper and paste, clay and dough, print making, and seasonal projects make this a wonderful resource book for primary students. A pioneer log cabin, a dinosaur bone, making your own fossil or a robin’s nest with eggs—more than 100 activities to incorporate into your lessons. Ages 3–9. LA 8608—$23 4. What Would You Do? A Kid’s Guide to Tricky and Sticky Situations.  Linda Schwartz. 184p. ©1990. This book is written to help kids and their parents discuss and decide in advance how they will handle peer pressure, strangers, fears and feelings, cuts, bites and stings, fires and leaks, and natural disasters. Ages 9–16. LA 2319—$14.95 5. Salmon Alphabet Poster.  Produced by the Department of Fisheries and Oceans Canada, 48cm x 80cm colour poster ©1992. This full size, full colour poster provides a salmon-related drawing and word for every letter of the alphabet. K–7. S 60—$10 6. Career and Personal Planning.  Published by the Vancouver School Board. 197p. ©1995. Integrated with curriculum and combined with work experience, this resource provides a guide for developing programs for all intermediate and secondary general students and students with special needs. The three broad topics dealt with include self-awareness, personal management, and career development. An extensive resource list augments the text. This valuable resource book is filled with reproducible worksheets for student use. Grades 6–12. LA 2207—$26 7. Exploring Literacy: How Teachers and Parents Can Collaborate to Support Early Literacy.  Produced by the BCTF. 193p. ©1999. This resource book, produced by a team of four teachers and three parent partners, contains a wealth of ideas on how schools can work with parents of different ethnic backgrounds to help them improve their children’s literacy skills. The team explored the concept of literacy in its broadest sense and recognized that home and school literacies can differ. The exploration resulted in practical suggestions for teaching parents to teach their children to love to read. LA 8096—$15 8. Reading Instruction That Makes Sense.  Mary Tarasoff. 224p. 1993. A teacher’s guide to effective literature-based, learner-focussed reading programs. Includes: how to create an environment for all students and provides activities and resources for individual learners; assessment using classroom materials; outlines for 20 beginning reading lessons; word recognition, fluency, comprehension and responding strategies; resources for beginning and reluctant readers; overviews of 25 strategies; and blackline masters for reading responses. Recommended by the B.C. Ministry of Education. Ages 5–11. LA 8015—$29.95 9. Blackline Masters.  Mary Tarasoff. 80p. 1993. Designed to accompany LA 8015, this collection presents a variety of ways students can respond to reading. Suitable for students with a wide range of abilities and needs. Ages 5–11. LA 8016—$19.95 10. Soil Secrets: An Integrated Intermediate Science Resource.  Dr. Gladys Stansbury and Cathy Ready. 150p. ©1995. Resource book includes 11 lessons that explore different concepts basic to the study of soils. Students learn about land forms, geology, biology, and the physical process of weathering, sedimentation, and capillarity of soil. Integrated activities are suggested to extend the unit across the curriculum and 13 integrated activities are included. LA 9510—$21.95 For a complete listing of over 900 BCTF Lesson Aids, consult the catalogue in your school library or the Lesson Aids online catalogue, www.bctf.ca/LessonAids To order any of the above lesson aids, enclose a cheque payable to the BCTF or authorized purchase order to BCTF Lesson Aids Service, 100-550 West 6th Avenue, Vancouver, BC V5Z 4P2. GST and postage/handling are included in the prices. Orders are sent by return mail.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11070,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2002 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 14, Number 6, April 2002 School boards and allies win Pyrrhic victory by Noel Herron "I promise we will not cut funds to public education. You can count on it, you can guarantee it. It’s not going to happen." – Gordon Campbell B.C. School Trustees Association meeting, April 22, 2001 The penny has finally dropped for the B.C. School Trustees Association. With their backs to the financial wall, thanks to surprise budget announcements, the downloading of added costs and integrated costs in the new per pupil allocation, they have now learned that the B.C. Liberals have given new meaning to the words frozen budget. Along with their supporters in the provincial parents’, principals’, and superintendents’ associations, trustees are now seeing for the first time the farcical aspects of "flexibility" without funding. For example, "school choice" in the Kootenay/Columbia School District means school closures. Carried along by the effusive rhetoric of the New Era agenda, the allies unquestionably bought into its slippery slogans, only to discover that they have, collectively, been had. The allies are unwilling to concede this point, but the fault lines are appearing. Gordon Comeau questions the education ministry’s "credibility" on funding; Sandra Bruneau, Richmond School Board chair, doesn’t want to distribute the provincial survey to students, parents, and teachers; and Mary Polak, the Surrey School Board chair, is angry about the lack of consultation. School boards have now learned that more than 300 million dollars will be hoisted from their frozen budgets over the next few years, and as they prepare impact statements, they will face irate communities across the province. A few months back, Barbara Buchanan, Vancouver School Board chair, accompanied by the superintendent of schools, appeared before the Select Standing Committee on Education to announce that she welcomed the Liberals’ reform agenda and that the VSB would be able to manage its affairs. Upon receipt of the new funding formula, she did a 180û turn and announced that the 25.5 million dollar shortfall will devastate city schools. (Small wonder the Vancouver Secondary Teachers’ Association (VSTA) called for her resignation and that of the superintendent of schools.) But the real story about the government’s new funding formula and the behind-the-scenes role of the minister of education emerged in the secret, nine-page, cabinet document marked confidential and leaked to The Province reporter Michael Smyth. Smyth tellingly explains: "The [confidential] document, signed by Clark on Jan. 25, explains that the old formula obligated the government to ‘meet or manage each increase in cost or each new service offered by school boards.’ But with total education funding now frozen—or ‘protected’ in the Liberals’ language—the document warns the cabinet: ‘Given government’s direction that education funding will be flat over the next three years, the current program-and-cost funding formula will not work. The Ministry will be called upon to make decisions about which programs to cut or reduce in order to offset unavoidable cost increases. Responsibility for reductions will thus rest with the Ministry, not with the local school boards.’ The document details the political peril of sticking with the old funding formula. Under the heading ‘Disadvantages’ (of the status quo), it says: ‘The province will be seen as responsible for funding all costs. With overall flat funding and rising costs, this option would require the minister to decide annually which programs and services should be cut throughout the province.’ Uh-oh! Christy Clark taking responsibility for cutting education programs? Can’t have that!" With teacher layoffs, program cancellations, service eliminations, and increased class size now looming in most districts (a few districts received small increases) over the next two years, the frustration and anger of parents and teachers will mount. Remember, the Liberals in the party platform stated that they would not only "maintain" but "enhance" education funding. And we even had Rick Thorpe, Competition, Science, and Enterprise minister, boasting in the legislature about the government’s unshakeable belief in the collective-bargaining process. As confirmed in two recent polls, the lack of trust and the sense of betrayal surrounding the New Era and other government initiatives is gradually increasing. But many key questions in the education arena remain unanswered: Why did most trustees and their allies buy the Liberal agenda lock, stock, and barrel? Why was a compromise not possible, even if they disagreed strongly with the BCTF’s position? Why exacerbate the situation and follow-up on an imposed contract with a hard-line attempt to lock every single aspect of a teacher’s task into a bureaucratic framework before the Labour Relations Board? And lastly, where was the leadership and advocacy for public schools from key stakeholders when faced with a blatant idealogical barrage from Victoria? Now confronted with continuous chronic underfunding, and with teacher morale at its lowest ebb ever, it is reliably reported that more than one-third of B.C.’s superintendents of schools would like to leave their positions. This government and its wavering allies need to be reminded time and time again that at the heart of meaningful school reform is the teacher. Teachers’ working and learning conditions must also be conducive to achieving real reform and enhance student achievement. Teaching—a vital and personal communication between teacher and pupil—requires a skill and dedication that no Labour Relations Board can define. If you reduce teaching to a legalistic, time-entrusted task, the goodwill, co-operation, and trust essential for a productive and warm school climate will evaporate. The Liberals and their school board allies have failed to remember this fundamental concept, and consequently, with their Pyrrich Victory, they have left one of the finest provincial school systems in Canada in ashes. If you doubt that statement, just examine the contents of the far-right report of the Select Standing Committee on Education. The long-range damage to public schools in B.C. will be incalculable. Noel Herron is a retired Vancouver teacher and administrator. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141007,ca.autoblog.com,http://ca.autoblog.com/,Autoblog Canada - We Obsessively Cover the Auto Industry Skip to main content AOL Autoblog En Français Autoblog US Autoblog International Autoblog UK Autoblog Español Autoblog auf Deutsch Autoblog France Autoblog Japan Send Feedback RSS Feeds About AOL Autoblog Automobiles Choose an Automaker Acura Aston Martin Audi Bentley BMW Bugatti Buick Cadillac Chevrolet Chrysler Dodge Ferrari Fiat Fisker Ford GMC Honda Hyundai Infiniti Jaguar Jeep Kia Lamborghini Land Rover Lexus Lincoln Lotus Maserati Maybach Mazda Mercedes-Benz MINI Mitsubishi Nissan Porsche Ram Rolls-Royce Saab Scion Smart SRT Subaru Suzuki Tesla Toyota Volkswagen Volvo See Coverage From All Makes Reviews Full Reviews First Drives Quick Spins Reviews Start Your Search Reviews Reviews Full Reviews First Drives Quick Spins AutoBlog Guides New Car Guide Used Car Guide Green Guide Tech Guide How-To Guide Travel Guide Winter Guide Also On Autoblog You Might Like: 2016 Audi TTS 2015 Ford F-150 [w/videos] 2015 Toyota Yaris See Review of All Cars Features Featured Topics Budget Celebrities Classics Deals Design/Style Diesel Electric Green Hybrid Luxury Military Off-Road Ownership & Repair Performance Photo Galleries Police/Emergency Racing Road Trips Safety Technology Toys/Games Used Listings Winter Driving Autoblog Guides See Coverage From All Featured Topics AutoBlog Guides New Car Guide Used Car Guide Green Guide Tech Guide How-To Guide Travel Guide Winter Guide Events North America Show Coverage Detroit (JAN 13-26, 2014) Montreal (JAN 17-26, 2014) Chicago (FEB 8-17, 2014) Toronto (Feb 14-23, 2014) Vancouver (MAR 25-30, 2014) New York (APR 18-27, 2014) Los Angeles (NOV 21-30, 2014) Sema (NOV 4-7, 2014) CES (JAN 6-9, 2015) International Show Coverage Beijing April 23-24, 2014 Frankfurt September 17-27, 2015 Geneva March 6-16, 2014 Paris October 4-19, 2014 Shanghai April 20-29, 2015 Tokyo Motor Show Tokyo Auto Salon Jan 10-12, 2014 See All Auto Show Coverage Also On Autoblog You Might Like: 2014 Paris Motor Show debuts world's hottest cars and concepts Editors' Picks: Top 5 debuts at 2014 Paris Motor Show Hyundai i20 shows what brown can do for you [w/video] TRENDING PHOTOS: 2014 Paris Motor Show Lamborghini Asterion Honda Civic Type R Concept 2015 Jaguar XE debut New Videos We obsessively cover the auto industry 120 New Articles in this week Hide Featured Say Goodbye: Top 20 cars that won't be back in 2015 Say Goodbye: Top 20 cars that won't be back in 2015 2016 Audi TTS Hennessey unleashes 2015 HPE700 supercharged Ford Mustang Pontiac Firebird in latest Generation Gap scrap Blog View Quick Scan View Videos Photos Kawasaki Ninja H2 gets ready for the street as 330-plus km/h track testing continues [w/videos] By Chris Bruce RSS feed Posted Oct 7th 2014 5:00PM Email This Add The Kawasaki Ninja H2R superbike was definitely the star of this year's Intermot motorcycle show in Germany. How could it not have been? Packing a supercharged, 1.0-litre four-cylinder with 300 horsepower wrapped in a carbon fiber fairing and a green trellis frame, it's one of the baddest-looking bikes ever. Since it's reveal, even more tasty details have leaked out that have us salivating. When the company unveiled the concept, it wasn't entirely clear whether Kawasaki would actually build the 300-hp version of the H2R for the street. A recent video indicates that the company might be pursuing a two-pronged effort labeled Track and Street. The Track version looks pretty much like what we saw at the show, but the Street has a stacked exhaust, different front fairing and room for a rear license plate. More information about these twins is reportedly coming at the EICMA motorcycle show on November 4. The video suggests the Track model being the full-bore, non-street-legal version with all of the power, and according to Visordown, the Street version is potentially detuned to about 200 hp, which is still nothing to sneeze at. It also seems that the bike might be even faster than first believed. According to Visordown, one of the company's test riders tweeted (and then removed) an image of his bloody helmet saying that he had hit a bird. He reportedly replied to one person that he "was going quite a bit faster than 210 mph (340 km/h)," during the collision. Another test rider also claimed to have hit 210 miles per hour (340 km/h). It sounds like the H2R could be a new benchmark in the sportbike world. Scroll down to check out the teaser showing the Track and Street versions along with a video of the bike testing that features its supercharged song. Continue Reading Related GalleryKawasaki Ninja H2R News Source: Visor Down, Kawasaki TV via YouTube [1], [2] Volvo specs new 450-hp triple-charged four-cylinder engine By Noah Joseph RSS feed Posted Oct 7th 2014 4:00PM Email This Add When Volvo lifted the veil on the new XC90 a little over a month ago, it announced that all versions would be powered by one engine design: a new 2.0-litre four-cylinder to be offered in various states of tune. That would range, Volvo said, all the way up to a high-output version with "around 400 horsepower," but while it wouldn't specify exact output, now it has. The new High Performance Drive-E Powertrain incorporates two parallel turbochargers fed by a third electric turbo-compressor. Instead of feeding the cylinders directly, that third unit spools up the twin turbochargers, working together with a dual fuel pump pressurized to 250 bar. The result is an output of 450 horsepower – far more than the existing 320-hp version and even more than expected. That also works out to 225 hp/liter, far more than the 177 hp/liter boasted by Mercedes-AMG's high-output turbo four and the 139 hp/liter in the Alfa Romeo 4C. Short of a rotary engine (whose actual displacement is the subject of great debate), you'd have to go up to something like the Koenigsegg One:1 (268 hp/liter) to find a higher specific output than what Volvo's boasting here. Although Gothenburg is billing this engine as a "powertrain concept," and has not commented on production applications, we'd be very surprised if this didn't turn out to be the flagship engine we were promised for the XC90. Related Gallery2015 Volvo XC90 First Edition Continue Reading Related GalleryVolvo High Performance Drive-E Powertrain Concept News Source: Volvo Lamborghini teases new Huracan GT3 By Noah Joseph RSS feed Posted Oct 7th 2014 3:30PM Email This Add The Volkswagen Group supports many racing programs among its various brands, but somewhat surprisingly, Lamborghini is not chief among them. Not by a long shot. But even Lambo is getting in on the action with the upcoming launch of the Huracán GT3 previewed in this latest video clip from testing at the Vallelunga circuit near Rome. The new Huracán GT3 will be Lamborghini's first major in-house competitive racing project, building on the Huracán Super Trofeo spec racer and the previous Gallardo and Murciélago racers that were developed by Reiter Engineering (with varying levels of support from the factory). Expect the Huracán GT3 to be based closely on the production version, but in order to comply with FIA GT3 class regulations, we can expect that it will have to shed a good few hundred pounds off its curb weight – even more if the Squadra Corse wants to keep the 5.2-litre V10 at the same 600-horsepower output it boasts in road-going trim. We wouldn't be surprised, then, to see it ditch the heavy all-wheel drive system, much as sister-companies Audi did with the R8 LMS and Bentley with the Continental GT3 - expertise from which, alongside Porsche's considerable GT3 racing experience, we're sure Sant'Agata will draw to get its new racer up to speed. Related Gallery2015 Lamborghini Huracan LP610-4 Continue Reading News Source: Lamborghini Audi TT most likely to breed crossover derivative By Noah Joseph RSS feed Posted Oct 7th 2014 3:00PM Email This Add Audi has been rolling out successive concepts based on the new TT. Aside from the production coupe and convertible, we've seen the Shooting Brake concept in Detroit, the Offroad concept in Beijing and, most recently, the Sportback concept in Paris. The clear message is that Audi plans on actually producing more derivatives of its stylish two-door, but the question is which one will come first? Speaking with Britain's Car magazine in Paris this past week, Audi technical chief Ulrich Hackenberg indicated that, while the decision has still yet to be made, the crossover is the most likely candidate. Producing the TT Offroad concept – or something like it – would give Ingolstadt another addition to its growing crossover lineup that already includes the Q3, Q5 and Q7. Whether this would come in addition to or instead of the rumoured Q1 and Q4 models remains to be seen, but crossovers have become increasingly popular and profitable for German automakers like Audi. Related GalleryAudi TT Offroad Concept: Beijing 2014 Continue Reading Related GalleryAudi TT Offroad Concept News Source: Car Magazine Say Goodbye: Top 20 cars that won't be back in 2015 By Mark Pereira RSS feed Posted Oct 7th 2014 2:00PM Email This Add Every year in the fast-paced auto industry brings new models, but it also spells the end for some less successful cars or vehicles in need of a major makeover. This year will be no exception, as we list the top 20 cars that won't be back in 2015... READ MORE RELATED STORIES: Consumer Reports lists most disappointing cars of 2014 Meet the 10 best and worst cars for driving visibility Top 10 best and worst cars for rust Best and worst used car values Meet the worst new cars of 2014 Continue Reading Related GallerySay Goodbye: Top 20 cars that won't be back in 2015 News Source: The Car Connection Image Credit: Respective Manufacturers Apex: The Story of the Hypercar coming in 2015 By Noah Joseph RSS feed Posted Oct 7th 2014 1:00PM Email This Add If you love movies about cars, the Jalopnik Film Festival is the place to be. The annual event is now heading into its second iteration, to be held in New York on November 5 and 6. And one of the headline films at this year's festival will be Apex: The Story of the Hypercar. Produced by Tangent Vector and Drive, the film follows the development of the latest generation of exotic performance machinery and the people who create them: vehicles like the Koenigsegg Agera, Pagani Huayra, Ferrari LaFerrari, McLaren P1 and Porsche 918 Spyder. Apex was shot in 4K Ultra HD and will be previewed in a 30-minute short at the festival ahead of its full debut next year, but we've got the minute-and-a-half trailer for you to watch right here. Continue Reading News Source: /DRIVE via YouTube 2016 Audi TTS By Jonathon Ramsey RSS feed Posted Oct 7th 2014 12:00PM Email This Add More Brawn, More Focus From This Fashion-Forward Coupe We recently drove the Audi TT, and although we wish it were radically entertaining instead of merely very fun, it's nevertheless a sharp coupe that vaults ahead of its predecessor with an inspired interior and eager handling. That car will be precursor to this TTS when it gets here a year from now, with the TTS adding adjectives like "more" and "better" to just about everything found on the base coupe. Yet with the standard car having already put on such a fine edge, we took the TTS wheel in the roads around Spain and at the Ascari race track to find out how much more and how much better it will be. READ MORE >> Continue Reading Related Gallery2016 Audi TTS: Quick Spin Image Credit: Copyright 2014 Jonathon Ramsey / AOL 2014 Paris Motor Show debuts world's hottest cars and concepts By Mark Pereira RSS feed Posted Oct 7th 2014 11:30AM Email This Add Lucky visitors to the 2014 Paris Motor Show are in for a treat this year, as each major auto manufacturer attempts to outshine one another. Click on the video above for a closer look at the most notable debuts and concept cars to hit the Paris Motor Show stage. Remember to check out our full photo gallery for more live images. Related Gallery2014 Paris Motor Show: Classic & Collector Car Display Related GalleryHIGHIGHTS: 2014 Paris Motor Show News Source: AutoMotoTV via AOL On Do ridesharing services like Uber and Lyft create traffic jams? By Chris Bruce RSS feed Posted Oct 7th 2014 11:00AM Email This Add In just a few years, on-demand ride services like Uber and Lyft have gone from practically nonexistent to a major presence in many cities around the world. While this change has caused consternation among governments and traditional taxi drivers, there's no doubt that the apps have had a huge effect on how many people get around. Now, researchers are trying to investigate what effect they might play on traffic congestion, and so far the results are bit cloudy. A study from the University of California Transportation Center (available here as a PDF) cited by Mobility Lab found that it might be too soon to make a definite decision, but it offered some tantalizing clues. The report examined surveys from an admittedly small number of 380 users of on-demand taxi services in San Francisco. On one hand, the traffic situation looked fairly positive. In the study, 92 per cent of respondents said that they would have made a trip, whether or not the services existed. That means only eight per cent of the journeys actually put more people on the road. However, 43 per cent said that if the services didn't exist, they would have used some form of public transit, walked or ridden a bike. While the survey didn't seek to derive any definitive data from this figure, that could indicate that ride sharing actually pulled people away from mass transport to place more vehicles on the streets, possibly boosting congestion. Compared to traditional taxi users in San Francisco, the study did find some advantages to ride-sharing services. The average trip using the apps carried 1.8 people versus 1.1 with a cab, and users had lower wait times. The roads might also be a little safer because 21 per cent of respondents used the tech to avoid drinking and driving. Unfortunately, it's difficult to extrapolate broadly from this study. Many cities don't offer San Francisco's public transit options, and that could drastically change the results. It's going to take more research to figure it out, for sure. Continue Reading News Source: Mobility Lab, University of California Transportation Center Image Credit: Jeff Chiu / AP Photo Next Loading Advertisement FEATURED VIDEOS Pontiac Firebird in latest Generation Gap scrap Hyundai i20 shows what brown can do for you [w/video] Citroen Divine DS Concept ushers in the next generation of... Nissan GT-R hits 327 km/h on public highway before it all goes... Top Gear hosts pelted with stones while fleeing angry mob in... Featured Photo Galleries 2015 Volvo XC90 HIGHIGHTS: 2014 Paris Motor Show Mini Superleggera Vision Concept Infiniti Q80 Inspiration 2016 Mercedes-AMG GT: Paris 2014 Nissan Pulsar Nismo Concept 2016 Jaguar XE Volkswagen XL Sport: Paris 2014 Audi TT Sportback Concept Lamborghini Asterion LPI 910-4 MORE GALLERIES Autoblog Guides Popular News Stories Terrifying rally car crash is shockingly non-lethal HIGHLIGHTS: We obsessively cover the 2014 Paris Motor Show Top Gear hosts pelted with stones while fleeing angry mob in Argentina [w/video] Editors' Picks: Top 5 debuts at 2014 Paris Motor Show Top 20 'most-ticketed' cars on the road Socialize Facebook Twitter RSS Research A New Car Acura Cadillac Ford Lexus Subaru Toyota Audi BMW Buick Chrysler Chevrolet Dodge GMC Honda Hyundai Jeep Kia Lincoln Land Rover Mazda Nissan Porsche Saab Suzuki Volvo Volkswagen Pontiac MINI Infiniti Jaguar Mercedes-Benz Mitsubishi HUMMER smart Scion FIAT RAM All Makes Acura Cadillac Ford Lexus Subaru Toyota Audi BMW Buick Chrysler Chevrolet Dodge GMC Honda Hyundai Jeep Kia Lincoln Land Rover Mazda Nissan Porsche Saab Suzuki Volvo Volkswagen Pontiac MINI Infiniti Jaguar Mercedes-Benz Mitsubishi HUMMER smart Scion FIAT RAM All Models Research A New Car 1000’s of Used Car deals in your area Select Model Get My Free Report Now Powered by See the average price in your area, latest incentives and invoice pricing information from Unhaggle CURRENTLY FEATURING: Montreal Montreal previews new cars coming to the 2014 Toronto Auto Show Watch Felino CB7 supercar lapping Circuit Gilles Villeneuve [w/video] 2014 Montreal Auto Show highlights More Our Writers Mark Pereira Senior Editor Ronnie Fung Associate Editor Santiago Gomez Features Editor View more Writers Autoblog Automobiles Reviews Features Used Listings Auto Shows Send Feedback RSS Feeds About Autoblog Find Auto Industry News, Car reviews, auto photo galleries and videos on Autoblog Canada, ca.autoblog.com. Autoblog Sitemap Terms of Use Privacy Policy Advertise with Us About AOL AOL Autos © 2014 AOL Canada Corp. - All Rights Reserved)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13792,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > March 1998 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 10, Number 5, March 1998 Opposition to the MAI grows The proposed Multilateral Agreement on Investment is an "anti-human, earth-destroying model for the future," according to Maude Barlow, president of the Council of Canadians. "To say there is no alternative to the MAI is a form of intellectual terrorism." In B.C. at the end of a cross-Canada tour to mobilize opposition to the MAI, Barlow addressed the BCTF's Representative Assembly. She said she was heartened by the number of citizens who turned out to hear why Canada should reject the agreement, which is due to be signed in April and ratified in May. The MAI eliminates the right of governments to control investment coming in and going out of any country, and it is binding at every level. While issues such as law and order and national security are exempted, nothing else is, she said. "Nothing else--not education, not culture, not natural resources, not labour, not jobs, not environment, not health--nothing else is exempted." Under the MAI, transnational corporations are allowed to take 100% of their profits out of the country, said an indignant Barlow. But perhaps the most egregious provision is that it gives corporations the right to sue governments if they enact laws that would result in future loss of profits. As well, if a government plans to privatize any aspect of the public service, it must allow corporations from all signatory countries to compete for the contract. "For example, the Ontario government is talking about privatizing curriculum," Barlow said. "Under the MAI, we could not keep our curriculum in Canadian hands, nor could we maintain Canadian content. It's truly a nightmare--as if our teachers haven't been hit with enough in Ontario." She said that the agreement has disastrous implications for the public-school system, including paving the way for charter schools and unfettered corporate incursions into schools. A national anti-MAI campaign was launched in early February. The Canadian Teachers' Federation will join the Council of Canadians, the Canadian Labour Congress, and major environmental, social, cultural, labour, and church groups. Barlow noted that the B.C. government was the first to take a strong stand against the MAI, and Yukon and PEI are also expressing opposition. Because Canadians are beginning to understand how outrageous a document it is, Barlow is optimistic that the MAI will be defeated. "There is something magical happening across the country," she said. "We should think about what an opportunity we have. This is a teaching moment. Let's use it." Barlow concluded by noting how important the BCTF has been in the Canadian struggle against global corporatism and the neo-conservative vision. "In my books, you are the leading teachers' union across the country, the leading group of educators that has put an analysis of public education against this larger framework. You know, and I know, that the reason they are after public education is not because you have failed. It is because you have succeeded too well. You are educating too many children who are asking too many good questions, and the global economy doesn't want those children to ask those questions. We need you. We need your vision. We need your value that every child counts," she said. "You are singly the most important safekeepers of democracy and of these values of commitment and universality, of citizenship, of stewardship of the environment, of proponents for children. You are simply the most important bulwark." -Nancy Knickerbocker Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11156&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2002 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 14, Number 5, March 2002 The more things change… by Peter Ruginis I have been retired from teaching music in the public school system for about five years. I taught for 36 years and was considered by some "a master teacher." In all that time, not a whole lot has changed. Early in my career, I began teaching in a new school district. At that time, I had five years experience, a bachelors’ degree, was nearing completion of my masters’ degree, and had completed two years of military service, with some 18 months in the war zone in Korea. During a summer break, in order to supplement my income, I got a job at Chrysler, and guess what? My beginning wage, with no experience, was more than I made as a teacher, not a whole lot more, mind you, but more. On top of that, Chrysler’s medical plan was better. I was discussing the latest and probably not the last crisis in education with a teaching friend who has a degree and 20 years experience. She bemoaned the fact that her husband, with a secondary school diploma, working in the private sector, makes approximately what she makes. Some 40 years later, the more things change, the more they stay the same! The people at Chrysler earn their money, and so does every working person out there. Everyone should make a decent wage and not have to go begging. If "our children are our greatest asset," then teachers should be paid accordingly. If "patients are our main concern," then nurses, doctors, and caregivers should be paid accordingly. Cut back on Pharmacare, and non-patients become patients again. The bid for the winter Olympics will be paid for in large part with public funds. Look around at the many old, decrepit schools and portables that our kids attend. Most students support B.C. teachers’ actions because they see first hand what teachers do. As a teacher, I spent countless hours above and beyond the call of duty with extra-curricular activities. When I retired from Surrey, I left behind an inventory of approximately $60,000 in musical instruments and equipment, an inventory I accumulated for use by students whose parents could not afford to rent from traditional sources. I did it for the kids! I know many other teachers do the same. At that time, I thought—No, you (the public) can’t possibly afford to pay me for the extra-curricular work that I did. But now, when I think of Tiger Woods getting $2 million for just showing up for a golf tournament, I wonder. If teaching is an essential service, what happens to parents/guardians who pull their kids out of school in the middle of the year for a vacation? Essential service or babysitting? Makes one wonder, doesn’t it? Teachers, take heart. It’s not as bad as it used to be. Look what the politicians did to two of the greatest teachers who ever lived: Christ and Socrates. Peter Ruginis is a retired music teacher, living in Langley.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11514,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 19, Number 5, March 2007 AGM 2007 Agenda March 17–20, 2007 FIRST SESSION March 17, Saturday evening 7:00 p.m. Welcome First Nations recognition Preliminaries: a. Adoption of chairpersons, scrutineers, tellers, resolutions committee b. Chairpersons’ orientation session c. Introduction of ombudsperson d. Adoption of agenda e. Adoption of 2006 AGM Minutes f. Stewardship Report on 2006 AGM President’s report Jinny Sims Greetings/Comments: B.C. Federation of Labour, Jim Sinclair, president Canadian Teachers’ Federation, Winston Carter, president Canadian Union of Public Employees, BC Division, Barry O’Neill, president B.C. School Trustees Association, Penny Tees, president BC Confederation of Parent Advisory Councils, Kim Howland, president BC College of Teachers, Richard Walker, council chairperson 9:30 p.m. Election statements from candidates for table officer positions Call for nominations 10:00 p.m. Adjourn SECOND SESSION March 18, Sunday morning 9:00 a.m. Leadership Report – Presentation – Recommendation 1 Constitution and By-laws – Recommendations 2–3 – Resolution 101 Goals of the BCTF – Resolution 135 Education Finance – Resolutions 118–119 12:30 p.m.–Lunch THIRD SESSION March 18, Sunday afternoon 2:00 p.m. Professional Ethics, Rights, and Standards – Report – Recommendations 10–16 Annual General Meeting – Recommendation 4 – Resolutions 102–103 CLC/BC Federation of Labour – Resolution 117 Public Relations – Resolution 174 Organization of the BCTF – Resolutions 145–152 4:15 p.m. Report of the Executive Director, Ken Novakowski 4:30 p.m. Election statements from candidates for member-at-large positions Call for Nominations 5:00 p.m. Adjourn 5:00 p.m.–6:30 p.m. All candidates’ meeting (main ballroom). All delegates invited. FOURTH SESSION March 19, Monday morning 9:00 a.m. Guest speaker: Linda McQuaig, "The Changing Face of Canada" 10:00 a.m. Education Policy – Report – Recommendations 24–25 (in committee) – Resolutions 120–129 Professional Development – Resolutions 159–160 Board of School Trustees, School Districts, and BC School Trustees Association – Resolution 116 Ministry of Education – Resolutions 143–144 Teacher Education – Resolution 176 12:30 p.m. Lunch FIFTH SESSION March 19, Monday afternoon 2:00 p.m. Pensions – Report – Resolutions 153–156 Health, Welfare, and Safety of Teachers – Recommendation 9 – Resolutions 138–142 Health and Welfare of Students – Resolutions 136–137 Bargaining – Resolutions 104–115 5:25 p.m. Final call for nominations 5:30 p.m. Adjourn Please note: Evening sessions may be scheduled if required. SIXTH SESSION March 20, Tuesday morning 8:00 a.m. to 9:00 a.m. BALLOT DISTRIBUTION For one hour, the election tellers will distribute ballots, one pad for each voting card, in the Prince of Wales Room (on the convention level). Each delegation is asked to assist by appointing one of its members to present all the delegation’s cards, (including the LR cards) and to receive all its ballots individually. No ballots will be distributed after the session has begun. AGM Standing Rule 12.2 specifies that ballots will be given out only at the place and times specified on the agenda. Executive Committee members should each pick up their own ballots. 9:00 a.m. Elections Social Justice – Report – Recommendation 32 – Resolution 175 Teachers on Call – Report – Recommendation 23 Unemployed and Underemployed Teachers – Resolution 177 Political Action – Resolutions 157–158 Public Affairs – Recommendations 17–20 – Resolutions 161–173 12:15 p.m. Committee Reports–Questions 12:30 p.m. Lunch SEVENTH SESSION March 20, Tuesday afternoon 2:00 p.m. Finance Comments from the treasurer – Recommendations 5–8 – Resolutions 130–134 Affinity program update 4:00 p.m. Awards, Honorary membership, Recognition of retiring activists Unfinished Business Late Resolutions New Resolutions New Business 5:15 p.m. Closing Courtesy Motion 5:30 p.m. Adjourn Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=21801,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 23, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 2010   Student brings hope to homeless youth  By Brittney Deering   I am sitting in front of my computer at school trying to write about homelessness. I am homeless and I feel rage, desperation, sadness, frustration, regret, and hopelessness. How can anyone understand my life? I want to tell you about some of the feelings, stresses, and the hardships of being a homeless young person. Just sharing my life situation is embarrassing and yet it gives me a chance to push back against all odds. I want to believe that things will be different in the future and that I will change my experience. A year ago, I was in the same situation as a lot of other youths who are struggling on the streets all the time. Luckily for me, I became homeless during the summer. It is strange to get comfort from a season but it gave me a chance. It all started in July. I was living as an independent youth on a youth agreement with support from the Ministry of Child and Family Development. I was celebrating my 18th birthday and decided to have a few friends over as a little celebration. Unfortunately, by the end of the night things had gotten a bit out of hand, but I never suspected what would happen next. My landlord evicted me with four days notice to leave my “home.” This is a familiar pattern in my life and there was no point in fighting the notice. I had similar experiences when I lived with my mom. We were always searching for a new place and leaving precious things behind. I had nowhere to put my belongings, no truck to help me move, and worst of all, nowhere to go. My friend helped me move a few of my smaller boxes—about all that could fit in her car. I stored those boxes at friends’ houses and took the rest with me. I blamed myself. I felt guilty about messing up again and I had no one who could help me. Whenever I am faced with finding a new place, I feel my insides churn up with anxiousness and desperateness. It was a huge stress not having anywhere to go. I had no income and now I had to put the pressure on friends and their families to help. It is a horrible feeling because it feels like begging. I felt like a burden to those people I care deeply about. I remembered when I was younger having this huge bag and I carried my belongings around with me all the time. Once again, I was in the same situation—carrying my bag around. It had my personal hygiene products and my clothes stuffed full. I carried this 10 kilo sack with me. It made me feel strange and hopeless. It was fine during the summer because everyone was around. There were people to see; the weather was beautiful. I was dreading the return to school because I wanted to tell everyone I was doing fine and that I was living independently, but I would have to lie on the first day back at school. How do I tell people that I have nothing, nothing at all? I hate the lying. My homelessness was real and there was no one to help me other than my boyfriend and a few good friends. I used to steal a lot to feed myself and get the bare necessities that every girl needs. I went to the ministry and my social worker was sympathetic but her supervisor was unwilling to approve my request for a new agreement until I found a place to live. I was homeless for five months. I continued to steal food and moved from place to place. I would have to feel safe in a house and that feeling didn’t last too long because there were often people who were quite willing to rip me off or to take advantage of me. I always felt nervous worrying about my safety. I became quite depressed with the hopelessness. My boyfriend tried to be understanding but he didn’t comprehend the depth of my anxiousness. Just before the cold days of winter took over, my friend Megan and her mom took me in. I was in contact with my social worker now and she was willing to pay Megan’s mom an amount of money for having me there, food, bills, and basic necessities. Everything was going great once again. I had a home, I was back in school, and I wasn’t fighting to survive anymore; it was just coming naturally. In February 2010 Megan and I moved out together on our own. I got involved in a youth homelessness initiative through the group FAYSS (Family and Youth Services Society). Six other youths and I were the board directors. We would have bi-weekly and monthly meetings where we would sit down and talk about what we needed as young people and what we think we needed to be successful. What we came up with was remodeling “Building 272” in Aldergrove. The building was previously just a youth hangout on Friday nights, and different groups used the area. Now it is used as a place for young people to come if they need help anytime. There are meals every night and youth-care workers are there if kids ever need to ask questions, or if someone needs a safe house. We help a lot of young people figure out their lives—especially how to get help. Some just need laundry facilities and a shower, others need food and a computer to send a message home or to someone they love, or to look for jobs. The youth workers help a lot because most kids feel lost in a homeless situation. It makes me feel hopeful that I can be part of helping someone else. I just want them to never experience that feeling of hopelessness. I am grateful to come to school each day but the painful experience of being homeless never leaves me.  Brittney Deering attends Langley Secondary School, Langley.  Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141007,www.huffpostmaghreb.com,http://www.huffpostmaghreb.com/p/maghreb-privacy.html,Charte de confidentialité Voir la version mobile du site HuffPost's QuickRead... Chargement... Cultures Sport International Politique Plus Connexion Créer un compte Notifications Profil Réglages Déconnexion 7 octobre 2014 Édition: MG BR Brasil CA Canada DE Deutschland ES España FR France IT Italia JP 日本 (Japan) KR 한국 (Korea) MG Maghreb UK United Kingdom US United States Follow À LA UNE Politique Economie International Cultures Sport Algérie Photos Assemblée constituante Elections 2014 Charte de confidentialité Al Huffington Post Maghreb (« AHP »), qui exploite le site Internet http://www.huffpostmaghreb.com/ (le « Site »), est une coentreprise de Huffington Post International,, et Holding Maghreb Media Group. Nous prenons votre vie privée très au sérieux. Cette charte de confidentialité vous informe sur les données recueillies auprès de vous lorsque vous visitez le Site, sur la manière dont ces données peuvent être utilisées et communiquées, sur la manière dont vous pouvez contrôler l'utilisation et la divulgation de vos données et sur la manière dont vos données sont protégées. Si vous avez des questions concernant cette charte de confidentialité, veuillez contacter notre équipe en charge du respect de la vie privée à l'adresse confidentialite@huffpostmaghreb.com. 1. Portée Cette charte de confidentialité ne s'applique qu'au Site. Cette charte ne s'applique pas aux données recueillies par le biais de tout autre site Internet ou aux pratiques des entreprises que AHP ne contrôle pas. Veuillez noter que le Site peut contenir des liens vers d'autres sites Internet. Par exemple, si vous cliquez sur une publicité sur le Site qui pointe vers un autre site Internet, cette charte de confidentialité ne s'applique pas aux données recueillies sur cet autre site Internet. Nous ne sommes pas responsables des pratiques de confidentialité des autres sites Internet et nous vous recommandons de lire les chartes de confidentialité de chaque site Internet que vous visitez. 2. Données recueillies par le Site Les données que vous nous fournissez directement : Vous n'avez pas besoin de nous fournir directement des données afin de visualiser le Site. Toutefois, lorsque vous utilisez certaines fonctions du Site, par exemple lorsque vous vous inscrivez à certains services, que vous accédez à certains contenus ou options, ou que vous contactez directement le Site, nous pouvons vous demander de fournir certaines données, y compris : • vos coordonnées, à savoir nom, adresse électronique, adresse postale, numéro de téléphone et numéro de mobile ; • nom d'utilisateur et mot de passe ; • informations affichées dans les discussions communautaires et d'autres options interactives en ligne ; • requêtes de recherche effectuées sur le Site ; et • la correspondance que vous nous envoyez. Données recueillies automatiquement lorsque vous visitez et interagissez avec le Site : Lorsque vous visitez et interagissez avec le Site, certaines données peuvent être recueillies automatiquement, y compris : • l'adresse du protocole Internet (IP) de votre ordinateur ; • votre type de navigateur et votre système d'exploitation ; • les pages Internet que vous avez visitées immédiatement avant et après votre arrivée sur le Site ; • les activités au sein de discussions communautaires ; • les pages Internet et les publicités que vous consultez ainsi que les liens sur lesquels vous cliquez au sein du Site ; • votre vitesse de bande passante et des informations sur les logiciels qui sont installés sur votre ordinateur ; • les données agrégées sur les taux de clics par courriel et les visionnages vidéo de l'utilisateur ; • les informations standards du journal du serveur ; et • les informations recueillies par le biais de témoins HTML, de cookies flash, de balises invisibles et autres technologies similaires. Pour plus d'informations, veuillez consulter notre discussion sur les Cookies et autres technologies. Données que nous recueillons à partir d'autres sources : Nous pouvons accéder aux données vous concernant provenant de sources et de plates-formes tierces (réseaux sociaux, bases de données, entreprises de marketing en ligne et de publicité comportementale), y compris : • si vous accédez à des réseaux sociaux tiers (tels que Facebook Connect ou Twitter) par le biais du Site, votre nom d'utilisateur et listes de contacts pour ces services ; • les données démographiques, telles que la tranche d'âge, le sexe et les intérêts ; • l'interaction publicitaire et la visualisation des données, tels que les taux de clics publicitaires et les informations indiquant combien de fois vous avez vu une publicité particulière ; et • les identificateurs uniques, y compris les numéros d'identification de périphériques mobiles, permettant d'identifier l'emplacement physique de ces dispositifs conformément à la loi applicable. Veuillez noter que le Site peut regrouper les données que nous recueillons et celles que nous obtenons auprès de tiers. 3. Comment sont utilisées les données que nous recueillons Communications par courriel : Avec votre consentement, nous pouvons utiliser les données que nous recueillons pour vous envoyer des communications par courriel, par exemple des mises à jour éditoriales, des informations sur votre compte ou des modifications apportées au Site et, toujours avec votre consentement, des messages promotionnels sur nos produits et sur nos services ou sur les services et les produits de nos partenaires marketing. Si vous êtes inscrit à l'une de nos newsletter électronique, nous vous enverrons également la newsletter en question. Communications mobiles : Avec votre consentement, nous pouvons utiliser votre numéro de mobile pour vous envoyer des promotions, des notifications ou d'autres services. Publicité : Afin de fournir à nos lecteurs un accès gratuit à notre contenu, nous affichons des publicités sur le Site, dont beaucoup sont ciblées sur les données vous concernant. Par exemple, à l'aide des informations recueillies par le biais des cookies, de balises invisibles et d'autres sources, nous pouvons utiliser les données démographiques vous concernant ou les informations sur vos activités en ligne ou sur vos intérêts pour afficher une publicité ciblée qui peut être en lien avec vos préférences. Grâce à ce procédé, les annonceurs atteignent les visiteurs du Site qui s'intéressent le plus à leurs produits et vous verrez ainsi des publicités pour des produits ou des services susceptibles de vous intéresser. Pour plus d'informations, veuillez consulter notre discussion sur les Cookies et autres technologies. Les annonceurs tiers et les plates-formes publicitaires peuvent aussi alimenter des annonces ciblées sur le Site. Pour plus d'informations, veuillez consulter notre section Publicités de tiers en ligne. N'oubliez pas que les pratiques des tiers annonceurs ou des plates-formes recueillant des données sur notre site ne sont pas couvertes par cette charte de confidentialité. Comptes d'utilisateur : Pour vous fournir un forum de discussion ouvert, mais civilisé, nous établissons un suivi de la participation des utilisateurs dans nos discussions communautaires. Par exemple, nous conservons une trace de la proportion des commentaires signalés qui sont finalement supprimés afin d'accorder à nos modérateurs de commentaires les plus performants une marque de reconnaissance. Pour plus d'informations sur ce procédé, veuillez consulter notre Foire aux Questions au sujet des directives sur la modération des commentaires. Satisfaction des demandes : Nous pouvons utiliser les données que nous recueillons pour répondre à vos demandes sur les produits, services et informations. Par exemple, nous pouvons utiliser vos coordonnées pour répondre à vos demandes adressées au service client ou pour vous permettre de profiter des options du Site, comme les enquêtes, sondages, tirages au sort et espaces de discussion. Analyses statistiques : Afin de mieux comprendre la manière dont notre Site est utilisé, nous rassemblons et analysons les données que nous recueillons. Nous pouvons utiliser ces données, par exemple, pour contrôler et analyser la manière dont est utilisé le Site, pour en accroître la fonctionnalité et afin de mieux adapter notre contenu et notre conception aux besoins de nos visiteurs. Application des lois : Nous pouvons utiliser et divulguer les données que nous recueillons afin de prévenir des activités illégales, de faire respecter nos Conditions générales et, de manière générale, protéger nos droits et ceux de nos utilisateurs. En plus des utilisations énumérées ci-dessus, nous pouvons utiliser les données que nous recueillons à d'autres fins, qui vous seront divulguées au moment où nous recueillerons vos données ou si vous y consentez. 4. Partage des données AHP respecte votre vie privée et ne partage les données sur ses utilisateurs que dans certaines circonstances. Nous communiquerons les données vous concernant à d'autres sociétés, applications ou individus dans les circonstances énumérées ci-dessous : • Nous pourrions partager des données agrégées ou des données, qui ne vous identifient pas directement, avec des tiers pour nous aider à développer des contenus, des services et des publicités qui, nous l'espérons, pourront vous intéresser. Veuillez noter que nous ne partageons pas vos coordonnées avec des tiers faisant de la publicité sur le Site. • Nous pouvons employer des tiers pour effectuer des services relatifs au Site, y compris la gestion de la base de données, les services de maintenance, les analyses, le marketing, le traitement des données et la distribution de courriels et de SMS. Ces tiers n'ont accès à vos données que pour exécuter ces tâches en notre nom. • Si vous choisissez de participer à des activités publiques sur le Site, par exemple en postant des commentaires sur un forum, toute information que vous soumettez pourra être lue, recueillie ou utilisée par autrui. Veuillez faire preuve de prudence lorsque vous décidez de divulguer toute donnée personnelle dans des activités publiques ou en soumettant un contenu. • Nous pouvons partager les données vous concernant en cas d'acquisition du Site par une autre société ou de fusion avec une autre société ou lors d'une opération similaire. Cependant, le Site vous informera en plaçant un avis visible sur le Site ou en envoyant un avis à l'adresse électronique principale qui figure sur votre compte, avant que vos données ne soient transférées et ne soient soumises à une charte de confidentialité différente. • Nous pouvons partager des données vous concernant afin d'enquêter, prévenir ou prendre des mesures concernant des activités illégales, des fraudes présumées, des situations impliquant des menaces potentielles pour la sécurité physique ou autres droits et intérêts de tout individu, des violations des Conditions générales du Site, si cela est requis par la loi et dans d'autres circonstances dans lesquelles AHP estime de bonne foi qu'il est nécessaire de les partager. • Nous pouvons partager des données vous concernant pour répondre aux assignations, mandats de perquisition, poursuites judiciaires, ordonnances d'un tribunal, procédures juridiques ou autres mesures d'application de la loi réclamées par les autorités compétentes, quel que soit leur lieu d'établissement, pour établir ou exercer nos droits légaux ou pour nous défendre contre des réclamations en justice. • En plus des scénarios identifiés ci-dessus, nous pouvons partager les données vous concernant à d'autres fins, qui vous seront divulguées au moment où nous recueillerons vos données ou si vous y consentez. En utilisant ce Site, vous consentez expressément à tous les partages de données mentionnés ci-dessus. Veuillez noter que des tiers peuvent recueillir de manière indépendante des données vous concernant, y compris votre adresse IP, les informations sur les sites Internet que vous visitez et les liens sur lesquels vous cliquez, par le biais de cookies, clics sur des liens, ou autres moyens lorsque vous visitez ou visionnez des annonces publicitaires sur le Site. Pour plus d'informations, consultez la section sur les Cookies et autres technologies et sur la Publicité de tiers. 5. Services de tiers Pour personnaliser votre expérience du Site et pour simplifier le processus d'inscription au Site, nous vous fournissons la possibilité d'accéder ou d'interagir avec des services de tiers, tels que Facebook et Twitter. Lorsque vous vous connectez au Site par le biais de ces services tiers, nous pouvons partager les données vous concernant avec ces prestataires de services tiers, lesquels peuvent partager des données vous concernant avec nous. Lorsque vous nous permettez d'accéder à vos données grâce à un service tiers pour créer un profil sur le Site, nous pouvons utiliser ces données à plusieurs fins, y compris : • Créer automatiquement des relations au sein de notre système. Par exemple, si vous vous connectez à nous via un service avec une liste d'amis publique, comme Twitter, nous pouvons vérifier si les personnes que vous suivez sur Twitter sont aussi membres du Site. Si il y a effectivement une correspondance, nous reproduirons sur notre Site la relation que vous entretenez sur Twitter avec ces membres, fans, abonnés ou amis. • Suggérer des relations. Par exemple, si vous vous connectez via un service qui possède une liste de contacts privés (comme Google et Yahoo!), nous cherchons les personnes figurant dans vos contacts qui sont membres du Site et nous vous suggérons de devenir fan de ces utilisateurs. Ce processus n'est pas automatique ; vous devez choisir par l'affirmative de devenir un fan de ces utilisateurs suggérés. • Générer une liste d'amis potentiels auxquels vous pouvez envoyer des courriels. Lorsque les utilisateurs partagent du contenu avec leurs amis en utilisant, par exemple, la fonctionnalité du Site Envoyer-à-un ami, nous pouvons utiliser les listes d'amis de services tiers pour créer une liste de contacts à qui vous pouvez choisir d'envoyer un courriel. • Générer une liste d'amis potentiels auxquels vous pouvez envoyer des messages spécifiquement liés à un service. Par exemple, nous pouvons utiliser des listes d'amis d'un service tiers pour créer une liste de contacts à qui vous pouvez choisir d'envoyer une invitation à voir un diaporama interactif. • Pour améliorer ou personnaliser votre expérience du Site. Lorsque vous êtes connecté via un service tiers, nous pouvons accéder à certaines informations de votre compte, comme l'image de votre profil, quelles informations sont populaires au sein de votre réseau et ce que vos amis disent de certains articles ou articles de blog, afin d'améliorer et de personnaliser votre expérience du Site. De plus, si vous vous connectez à un compte Facebook, votre expérience du Site peut être personnalisée. Par exemple, vous pouvez voir automatiquement quelles informations suscitent le plus d'intérêt dans votre réseau et ce qu'en disent vos amis. Veuillez lire la Foire aux Questions pour en savoir plus sur les mesures de confidentialité complémentaires spécifiques aux options, qui peuvent avoir un impact sur la manière dont vos données personnelles sont traitées. Veuillez noter que vous pouvez déconnecter les comptes de tiers parties à tout moment. Cliquez ici pour accéder à votre profil social, où vous pourrez définir vos préférences de confidentialité ou déconnecter tous vos comptes de services tiers. Vous pouvez également modifier vos paramètres de confidentialité directement auprès du service tiers. Pour modifier les paramètres de confidentialité de votre compte Facebook, cliquez ici. Pour modifier les paramètres de confidentialité de votre compte Twitter, cliquez ici. N'oubliez pas que nous ne contrôlons pas les pratiques de confidentialité de ces services tiers. Nous vous encourageons à lire les chartes de confidentialité de tous les prestataires de services tiers. 6. Vos choix Désactiver votre compte Vous pouvez désactiver votre compte à tout moment à partir de la page Préférences de votre profil. Lorsque vous désactivez votre compte, votre profil utilisateur sera désactivé, mais vos commentaires publics resteront sur le Site. Le Site n'élimine, ni ne supprime ou modifie, vos activités publiques ou le contenu que vous avez soumis, lesquels sont le résultat de vos activités publiques. Pour plus d'informations, veuillez consulter nos Conditions générales. Cookies et autres technologies Ainsi que décrit dans les Sections Cookies et autres technologies et Publicités de tiers, certaines données vous concernant sont automatiquement recueillies par le biais de cookies et autres technologies. • Cookies. Vous pouvez modifier les paramètres de votre navigateur pour rejeter tous les cookies, seulement certains cookies, ou pour être informé lorsqu'un cookie est défini. Veuillez noter qu'il vous faudra peut-être renouveler ces paramètres si vous effacez vos cookies après avoir défini ces préférences. Ces paramètres peuvent également ne pas s'appliquer si vous utilisez un autre ordinateur ou un navigateur Internet différent. En outre, de nombreux réseaux de publicité tiers sont membres de IAB (« IAB »). Pour refuser que les sociétés membres de IAB recueillent vos données et les utilisent pour la publicité basée sur les comportements, pour se renseigner sur les technologies que ces réseaux publicitaires peuvent utiliser et pour consulter les informations concernant leurs chartes de confidentialité, veuillez visiter le site Internet de IAB. • Cookies Flash. Vous pouvez contrôler comment les cookies flash sont utilisés en visitant ici le site Adobe. Adobe vous permet d'autoriser certains cookies flash de certains sites Internet, de limiter la capacité de stockage des cookies flash et de refuser tous les cookies flash. En outre, si vous utilisez Mozilla Firefox comme navigateur Internet, vous pouvez télécharger le module complémentaire BetterPrivacy pour supprimer automatiquement les cookies flash chaque fois que vous fermez votre navigateur. Pour plus d'informations sur les méthodes de suppression des cookies et autres technologies, veuillez consulter notre section sur les Cookies et autres technologies. En choisissant de supprimer ces technologies, vous continuerez à voir des publicités sur le Site, mais celles-ci ne seront peut-être pas ciblées sur vos intérêts. N'oubliez pas que nous n'avons pas accès, ni ne les contrôlons, aux cookies des annonceurs ou des prestataires de services et que les pratiques de confidentialité des tiers ne sont pas couvertes par cette charte de confidentialité. Pour plus d'informations sur l'utilisation des cookies dans la publicité en ligne, veuillez consulter la section sur la Publicité de tiers et le site Internet de IAB. 7. Accès Conformément à la loi applicable, vous pouvez à tout moment accéder, rectifier, compléter, mettre à jour, bloquer ou supprimer vos données personnelles, en nous contactant à l'adresse confidentialite@huffpostmaghreb.com. Conformément aux lois et règlements applicables, vous devez joindre à votre demande une preuve de votre identité. Vous recevrez une réponse dans les trente jours suivant la réception de votre demande. 8. Confidentialité et sécurité Nous limitons l'accès à vos coordonnées aux employés ou aux prestataires de services qui, d'après nous, ont raisonnablement besoin d'accéder à ces données pour vous fournir des produits ou services ou pour pouvoir faire leur travail. Nous avons également adopté des procédures administratives, physiques et techniques à même de nous aider à protéger les informations vous concernant contre la perte, la mauvaise utilisation et l'altération. Veuillez noter qu'on ne peut garantir la sécurité à 100% d'une transmission de données ou moyen de stockage. Nous voulons que vous vous sentiez en confiance en utilisant le Site, mais nous ne pouvons pas garantir la sécurité de toute donnée que vous nous transmettez. 9. Transfert de données personnelles hors de l'Union européenne Le Site est géré depuis les États-Unis par AOL Inc. en tant que sous-traitant. Si vous visitez le Site depuis un autre pays, veuillez prendre note que les données que vous nous fournissez ou que nous obtenons suite à votre utilisation du Site peuvent être traitées et transférées vers les États-Uns. AOL Inc. est certifiée dans le cadre de la sphère de sécurité « EU-US Safe Harbor » pour les données à caractère personnel, y compris pour les services tels que AHP. Dans le cadre du « Safe Harbor », nous nous engageons à fournir un niveau de protection adéquat de vos données personnelles transférées vers les États-Unis. La certification « Safe Harbor » de AOL Inc. peut être consultée sur la page suivante : http://web.ita.doc.gov/safeharbor/shlist.nsf/webPages/safe harbor list. Des informations complémentaires sur le programme « Safe Harbor » peuvent être obtenues sur le site du Ministère américain du Commerce à l'adresse http://www.export.gov/safeharbor. 10. Enfants de moins de 18 ans Nous ne recueillons pas sciemment de données personnelles d'enfants de moins de 18 ans. Si nous apprenons que nous avons recueilli des données personnelles sur un enfant de moins de 18 ans sans consentement parental vérifiable, nous supprimerons ces données de notre base de données aussi rapidement que possible. Si vous pensez que nous pourrions avoir recueilli des données appartenant à un enfant de moins de 18 ans, veuillez nous contacter à l'adresse confidentialite@huffpostmaghreb.com. 11. Modifications de la charte de confidentialité Nous pouvons mettre à jour cette charte de confidentialité à tout moment pour refléter les changements de nos pratiques et de nos offres de services. Si nous modifions cette charte de confidentialité, nous mettrons à jour la « Date de mise à jour ». Nous vous informerons de toute modification matérielle de la façon dont nous traitons vos données en plaçant un avis visible sur notre Site ou en envoyant un avis à l'adresse électronique principale spécifiée dans votre compte. 12. Questions et suggestions Si vous avez des questions sur cette charte de confidentialité, veuillez contacter notre équipe en charge de la confidentialité à l'adresse [Insert link to e-mail address of the team in charge of data processing and users' requests confidentialite@huffpostmaghreb.com. Date de mise à jour : 18 juin 2013 LES PLUS LUS SUR AL HUFFPOST 1b7X3rzKkDqg2Etnfq9Ec0V%2Bb7lpiOaygXvUZFIofJl32OHjGxYAmmnr9Jcc09Kh vTB8cF7muiBEv0YZYEvKeucAIMBYUGMQ2UsB9YFRh44P1dP%2FBUzmkvD%2BUyMoV3GN 763DZHnWtDwiLjBHCn2RvvuuJGUPYTlVKuvtBoLHedqhIGB2IVxuMAk%2BuXU7tIfs QPvACCgOesH%2BSyNlkHEe6g%3D%3D 1 sur 4 WATCH: It's Time For A 'Blood Moon' Commentaires (86) The Funniest Tweets From Parents This Week Commentaires (32) The Story Behind Sarah Silverman's Firing From ‘SNL' Commentaires (289) Watch Bill Maher And Ben Affleck Get Into A Heated Debate Commentaires (1,444) '7th Heaven' Star Reportedly Confesses To Child Molestation On Tape Commentaires (382) Target's Response To My Calling Out Their Girls' Clothing Problem Commentaires (2,262) LES DOSSIERS DU HUFFPOST Un hommage à Sid-Ali Benmechiche, journaliste mort au travail le 10 octobre 1988, à Alger Cultures CAN-2015: "Assurer la qualification après les deux matchs contre le Malawi", selon Gourcuff Sport Les principaux fournisseurs des armes de Daech sont la Chine, les Etats Unis et la Russie International Nécessité d'un dispositif "renforcé" au niveau des postes-frontières pour faire face aux virus Politique Programme de l'Octobre musical 2014 à Carthage du 10 au 30 octobre (PHOTOS) Tunisie Un camion transportant du gasoil prend feu et perturbe la circulation routière à Alger (PHOTOS) Economie Le #Hajjselfie: La nouvelle mode du pèlerinage de la Mecque (PHOTOS) Photos La facture d'importation des médicaments de plus en plus lourde Economie Législatives 2014 - Tunisie: Les principales forces politiques en lice Elections 2014 Plus de dossiers »   RSS | FAQ | Conditions d'utilisation Confidentialité | Charte des commentaires | À propos de nous | Nous contacter © 2014 TheHuffingtonPost International. Tous droits réservés. Une partie de HPMG News HuffPost Lightbox)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/francais/NouvellesFECB.aspx?id=29663,Nouvelles de la FECB Vol. 18, No. 9, 11 avril 2013  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Nouvelles de la FECB archives 2013–14  2012–13  Home > Français > Nouvelles de la FECB        Volume 18, Numéro 9, 11 avril 2013  Dans ce numéro:   Avril : le mois qui souligne la taille et la composition des classes    Point sur les négociations    Comment j’ai été scolarisé    Inscription des électeurs en ligne pour les élections de C.-B.   Le programme Exposure Registry de WCB   Équipes provinciales de développement des programmes    Bulletin en justice sociale     Décisions clés et minutes de l’AGA     Opportunités pour les membres   Avril : le mois qui souligne la taille et la composition des classes Avec l'élection provinciale qui approche, la FECB et les syndicats locaux souhaitent attirer l'attention sur la nécessité d’améliorations dans la taille et la composition des classes. Notre message de campagne médiatique a commencé le 11 mars: « ... après une décennie de coupures budgétaires ... les élèves méritent des classes plus petites, plus de temps en tête-à-tête et de l’aide supplémentaire quand ils en ont besoin. Nos enfants ne peuvent pas voter pour les choses dont ils ont besoin. Mais, en mai, nous le pouvons. Le 14 mai, nous allons élire un gouvernement qui va donner aux enfants l'enseignement qu'ils méritent. »  En utilisant des signes/bannières créés localement, les enseignants vont montrer au public qu'ils sont toujours en attente du financement et du soutien, dont ils ont, si désespérément, besoin. Le 15 avril, c’est la veille du début de la période électorale officielle qui commence, les membres sont invités à manifester leurs inquiétudes face aux pertes de postes et de services en procédant à un événement le Burma shave. Contactez s'il vous plaît votre représentant pour plus de détails.  Point sur les négociations Pour plus de détails, lire le dernier bulletin sur le portail des membres  Comment j’ai été scolarisé  Les coupures budgétaires du gouvernement de la C.-B. vues à travers les yeux des élèves Le gouvernement libéral de la C.-B. a été au pouvoir pendant 12 ans-soit toute la longueur de la scolarisation des élèves: de la maternelle à l'obtention du diplôme. Obligés de grandir dans un temps de profondes coupures budgétaires, les élèves et leurs professeurs ont essayé de faire plus avec moins, année après année. Un nouveau site web intitulé «How I Got Schooled" jette un regard humoristique, à travers les yeux des élèves, sur l'impact des coupures et sur les politiques inadéquates à l’œuvre derrière celles-ci. Les perceptions parfois naïves des élèves sont contrebalancées par des faits réels, de certains, des nombreux textes de loi (plus de 20) adoptés par les libéraux de la C.-B. pour affaiblir tant les droits des enseignants que ceux des travailleurs et pour renforcer le contrôle du gouvernement sur l'enseignement public. Pour en savoir plus, sur les raisons pour lesquelles, nous avons besoin d'élire un gouvernement qui valorise l’enseignement public, rendez-vous, s'il vous plaît, sur www.HowIGotSchooled.ca  Inscription des électeurs en ligne pour les élections de C.-B. La BC Federation of Labour a signalé une flambée de plus de 3600 inscriptions de nouveaux électeurs après avoir circulé une note, aux syndicats affiliés, concernant le nouveau formulaire d'inscription en ligne disponible pour les électeurs. Si vous n'êtes pas inscrits pour voter, vous pouvez vous inscrire en ligne ou mettre à jour vos informations maintenant avec Elections BC, afin d’éviter de faire la queue le jour du scrutin. Cliquez sur Register to Vote sur ElectionsBC et vous pourrez mettre à jour vos informations en ligne si vous avez déménagé récemment ou changé de nom. Le programme Exposure Registry de WCB  Parce que l'apparition d'effets sur la santé, suite au contact avec des toxines, peut souvent prendre des années, WorkSafeBC a mis en place le programme Exposure Registry, pour les travailleurs, qui, estiment avoir été exposés à une substance nocive dans leur milieu de travail, qui pourrait, à court ou long terme, les rendre malades. Les membres sont invités à déposer une réclamation à WCB par Teleclaim (en anglais) au 1 888 WORKERS (1-888-967-5377), s'ils sont blessés ou souffrent d'une maladie professionnelle. Cependant, il peut y avoir des situations, où le dépôt d’une demande ne se justifie pas, mais où les membres estiment qu'ils ont été exposés à une substance au travail, qui peut, sur une période de temps, les affecter. Par exemple, les membres qui pourraient avoir été exposés à la moisissure, aux matériaux de construction hors gazage, à des pesticides ou de l’amiante peuvent signaler en ligne leur contact avec ces substances. Les membres peuvent également signaler l'exposition aux nouveaux risques émergents tels que le wifi. Les informations obtenues par ce registre seront conservées comme un enregistrement/une trace permanent (e) de l'exposition du travailleur et aidera WorkSafeBC dans le règlement de toute réclamation future liée à une maladie professionnelle causée par l'exposition en milieu de travail. Gardez à l'esprit que toutes les expositions suspectes doivent être signalées à votre superviseur et à votre comité de santé et de sécurité afin qu'elles puissent être étudiées et que des recommandations soient faites pour éliminer ou contrôler les substances. Cliquez, s'il vous plaît, sur le lien ci-dessous, et lisez les modalités d'inscription. http://www.worksafebc.com/claims/occupational_diseases/default.asp#registering  Si vous avez des questions, n'hésitez pas à contacter Karen Langenmaier au département santé et sécurité de la FECB à klangenmaier@bctf.ca  Équipes provinciales de développement des programmes Le changement du curriculum en Colombie-Britannique est en cours avec la formation d'équipes provinciales de développement des programmes qui ont commencé leur réunion en avril. Les équipes sont composées d enseignants des niveaux M à 10e année en éducation artistique (musique, arts visuels, danse et théâtre), anglais, français langue première, française langue seconde immersion, santé et éducation physique, mathématiques, sciences et sciences humaines. Chaque équipe du curriculum est composée d’au moins cinq représentants de la FECB, issus des quatre groupes de M-2e, 3e-5e, 6e-7e et 8e-10e. Les représentants FECB forment la majorité des membres de l'équipe, composée également d’administrateurs et de représentants des écoles privées. Les programmes d'études qui sont absents de la liste des équipes de développement de programmes d'études sont compétences appliquées et éducation professionnelle (par exemple : HACE, la planification 10). La FECB est en attente de nouvelles du ministère pour savoir quand et comment ces domaines seront abordés. Le ministère a également formé un comité permanent sur le curriculum provincial pour assurer la communication, avec les différents acteurs de l’enseignement, sur les orientations de la Colombie-Britannique dans les niveaux M à 12e des programmes d'études. Le comité est composé de représentants de 10 groupes d'intervenants du secteur de l’enseignement, et d’autres intervenants peuvent y être intégrés au besoin. Alors que les autres groupes d'intervenants/acteurs de l’enseignement ont un représentant pour siéger à ce comité, la FECB sera représentée par quatre membres. Le ministère de l'Éducation semble avoir un plan très ambitieux pour le système éducatif de la Colombie-Britannique, dans des délais courts. La FECB continuera de poursuivre activement la représentation des enseignants de la C.-B. dans tous les domaines de ce programme.  Bulletin en justice sociale   La direction des dossiers professionnels et sociaux de la FECB publie un bulletin en justice sociale, distribué à un exemplaire par école. Il est maintenant également accessible à l'adresse suivante: http://issuu.com/teachernewsmag/docs/2013wintersocialjusticenewsletter  Décisions clés et minutes de l’AGA   Les principales décisions et les procès-verbaux de l'AGA 2013 de l'Assemblée générale annuelle peuvent être trouvés à l’adresse suivante : https://bctf.ca/myBCTF/agm.aspx. Opportunités pour les membres   Postes vacants dans les comités de la FECB  De nombreux comités de la FECB ont des postes vacants à compter du 1er juillet 2013. Les termes de référence pour la plupart de ces comités peuvent être trouvés aux pages 189 à 191 du Guide des membres de la FECB. Les formulaires de CV sont disponibles sur le site Facilitateurs d’ateliers  Date limite de candidature pour être facilitateur d’ateliers de la FECB : 20 avril 2013  Évaluateurs de ressources ERAC  La date limite de candidature pour être évaluateur de ressources ERAC est proche : 26 avril 2013. Les formulaires de candidatures peuvent être trouvés à l'adresse suivante: http://www.bctf.ca/opportunities/ERACCommittees.aspx.           Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12844&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2000 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 12, Number 6, April 2000 First-time delegates reflect on the AGM Todd Webber, Cariboo-Chilcotin First-year teacher, first-time AGM delegate, first experience speaking in a room full of 680 of my colleagues! As a new teacher in the profession, and new teacher in the Cariboo-Chilcotin School District, I was thrilled to have the opportunity to represent my local as a delegate at the BCTF’s 85th AGM. Upon arriving for the first session, I will admit to feeling a sense of intimidation. It was obvious many of the people in attendance had been to the AGM several times, and those speaking at the microphones seemed so knowledgeable and well spoken. If I was going to speak at the microphone regarding any of the recommendations, I had to quickly learn how things worked. The other members of my delegation were instrumental in this process; they erased any feeling of intimidation that I initially felt, and quickly brought me up to speed regarding party politics, procedural aspects of the meeting, and almost all other subtleties related to the AGM. Coincidentally, the first recommendation I spoke to was one submitted by our delegation. The recommendation proposed that the BCTF expand the currently funded categories of students with special needs to include such disorders as ADHD, FAS, and FAE. This recommendation is of particular importance to me and my colleagues in the Cariboo-Chilcotin. At the microphone, I explained to members the difficulties I face as a new teacher trying to address the needs of all my FAE students. If the currently funded categories of students with special needs included students with FAE/FAS, it would go a long way to furthering the amount and quality of support I would be able to provide for these kids. I was beyond nervous when I got to the microphone to say these things. When the chair recognized me, and it was my turn to talk, everything seemed to slow down and I simply began speaking. Even though I was nervous, and I felt I could have done better, the amount of support I received after I spoke was encouraging. During my second appearance at the microphone, I spoke about Recommendation 33. One of the primary reasons I came to the AGM was to increase member awareness of the substandard living conditions being imposed on teachers living and working in rural communities. Some of the pictures in the March 2000 issue of Teacher (“Rural teachers resent rent hikes for substandard housing”) were of my teacherage. If there are issues surrounding your job that make things difficult inside and/or outside the classroom, you can make a difference. That is one thing I took away from the meeting that I am most grateful for—knowing there is a mechanism in place for us to improve our work environment. As well, it was clear to me all week that one of the priorities of the BCTF is to involve new members. I left the AGM with a wealth of knowledge, a tremendous amount of experience, and the desire to return again next year. A special thanks for all the support I received from the members of my delegation.   Sean Cook, Coquitlam The first question that a new delegate to the AGM asks is, “Why have I willingly given four days of my precious, hard-won spring break to do Federation business?” For me, and I suspect many other delegates, these four days in March are a time when teachers who care deeply for public education speak their minds and contribute their voices to the great dialogue of how best to educate students in a just and democratic society. Having experienced the scope and significance of this profoundly democratic event, one feels a sense of pride for both the educators who participated and the society that values such civic participation. When teachers in a democracy share a vision for creating a more just society, it is only a matter of time before their vision is shared by the broader community. After reflecting on the significance of what had taken place and the small but essential role I had played in making our schools and our province just a little better, I thought, “How could I not take part in something so noble?”   Carol Gillis, Kamloops What was I thinking when, in my second year of teaching, I let my name stand to be a delegate from my local to the BCTF’s Annual General Meeting—at spring break? Well, I was thinking that some interesting issues were coming before the Federation, and I wanted to have input into the direction we were to take on First Nations education, on Gay Straight Alliances, and on labour affiliation, among others. And I wanted to support the member of my local who was running for an executive position. And, of course, I could spend at least some of the time productively marking at my table. (I ask again, what was I thinking?) Having attended numerous meetings and conventions, I was prepared for the format of the AGM. I was somewhat surprised, though, at the delegates’ expertise in parliamentary procedure and rules of order. When the resolutions that had brought me to the AGM came up, I envied our scrutineer, who by now had had some practice at the mike. It’s a little unsettling to hear one’s voice echoing around the room. And although I wasn’t terribly nervous, and my voice stayed strong, I was dismayed when my friend told me that he had pointed out my shaking legs to all the members at his table! I was not prepared for the electioneering that went on, and was alternately fascinated and appalled by it. All candidates seemed competent and dedicated, and I thought there was often little to separate them. I enjoyed the speakers—from the Premier Ujjal Dosanjh and Minister of Education Penny Priddy, to Congress of South African Trade Unions’ president Willie Madisha and B.C. Fed President Jim Sinclair— the speakers’ commitment to public education as an avenue for social justice and global solidarity was heartening and refreshing. So it was worth my spring break to be part of the AGM. I have come away from a BCTF function inspired about being a teacher and being a member of a progressive union.   Sharon Smith, New Westminster As a first-time delegate to the 2000 AGM, I was unsure that I would be able to represent my local and colleagues effectively. My insecurities were quickly quelled. I was initially impressed with the friendly, comfortable, and inclusive manner of all the attendees. As a staff rep, I was prepared to feel overwhelmed by the onslaught of information. As I waited in the registration lineup, friendly faces welcomed me. I was amazed to find a relaxed and welcoming atmosphere throughout the hotel. Comfortable, well appointed rooms, good food, and accessible entertainment were a great help. However, what impressed me most was the excitement and passion I noted in our candidates. It was obvious to me that these dedicated and informed teachers were the real leaders in our province. I felt most honoured to have been given the opportunity to serve with such committed individuals. In fact, I would urge all teachers to become more involved in our Federation. You’ll find that the benefits will be all yours.   Jessye Labaj, West Vancouver For the first-time delegate watching all of this unfold it can look intimidating. It sent me back to my own days of elementary school, asking classmates what was going on. “What page are we on?” “What is he talking about?” “Are we voting in the affirmative or negative?” Although we did have a delegation meeting to prepare for the AGM, voting on the spot became difficult. As people came up with their persuasive points either for the negative or affirmative, I had trouble remembering what we were originally voting on. I enjoyed the speeches of the CUPE president, the President of SADTU, our provincial Minister of Education, as well as our new Premier. All seemed to have the same concerns about education. I have a whole new respect for my colleagues who ran for the BCTF Executive. There was a huge effort put into running their campaigns. Most competed in Surrey’s Lightning Forum on the first evening and answered questions with professionalism and incredible background knowledge about the issues. Every candidate handed out campaign literature stating their views and where they stood on issues. After an evening session delegates would make their way to “Phantasy Island” on the 34th floor of the Hyatt. It was here that I had a chance to talk to teachers from all over the province. I was appalled to hear about how some of our colleagues who live in remote areas had to put up with substandard housing. Although I had read the article about the substandard housing of rural teachers in the last Teacher newsmagazine, the message didn’t hit home until I had talked to one of the delegates who actually lived in one of these homes. Before I knew it the AGM was over and many issues that had to be addressed were dealt with. If someone asked me today if I would attend next year’s AGM, without hesitation, my answer would be yes.)
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(20141007,www.huffingtonpost.ca,http://www.huffingtonpost.ca/news/bc-teachers-strike-2014/,B.C. Teachers Strike 2014: Pictures, Videos, Breaking News Using a mobile device? Go to m.huffingtonpost.com for huffpost mobile. Vancouver Christy Clark B.C. First Nations Gregor Robertson More Log in Create Account Notifications Profile Settings Logout Edition: CA BR Brasil CA Canada DE Deutschland ES España FR France IT Italia JP 日本 (Japan) KR 한국 (Korea) MG Maghreb UK United Kingdom US United States Region: BC All Canada Alberta British Columbia Québec (en français) Follow FRONT PAGE Politics Ford Still Doesn't Understand Racism51 Kenney Posts Photos Of Iraqi Children To Make Case For ISIL Airstrikes91 Clinton: Canadian Help In ISIL Fight 'Indispensable'44 Unvetted Judge Joins Supreme Court42 Canada Sends Advance Team To Middle East109 Go to Politics More in Politics The Pulse Stephen Harper You might also like US Politics UK Politics Business Porn Company Has A Raunchy Deal For Air Canada Pilots Sun News Just Lost Its Main Source Of Content; What Now?48 Canadian Cities Surprisingly Unpopular Destinations For Workers This Is How You Rack Up U.S. Roaming Charges While In Canada14 Look What China Might Actually Build47 Go to Business More in Business Small Business Money You might also like Tech TechCrunch Autoblog WorldPost Spanish Nurse First To Contract Ebola Outside West Africa514 It's Been 3 Weeks Since Anyone's Seen Kim And Rumors Are Swirling91 3 New Findings On ISIS Weapons That You Should Know About WHO: More Cases Of Ebola In Europe Unavoidable128 Turkish President Says Syrian Town Under Islamic State Siege Is About To Fall171 Go to WorldPost More in WorldPost Foreign Affairs World Elections Arab Uprising Afghanistan War Syria Crisis You might also like Travel Impact Living 100 Pumpkin Carvings That Will Inspire You Fried Maple Leaves Are A Delicacy In Japan, And We're Jealous WATCH: HuffPost Readers School Us On Toronto's Real Must-Eats Toronto Dubbed Fourth Most Livable City In The World 33 Signs You Live In Liberty Village Go to Living You might also like Healthy Living Food Recipes Divorce Women Parentdish Green Post50 Weddings Style Best Halloween Costumes For Men And Women Most Offensive Products In Retail JLaw Goes Topless For Vanity Fair Bridesmaid Dresses You'll Wear Again Canadian Model Coco Rocha Is Pregnant! Go to Style More in Style Beauty Fashion Celeb Style Entertaining and Etiquette Stylelist Canada Wedding Style Home Style You might also like Style (U.S.) Weddings Stylelist Canada Entertainment '7th Heaven' Star Reportedly Confesses To Child Molestation On Tape382 Beyonce & Nicki Minaj Are Straight Up 'Flawless' In Paris Performance19 Jennifer Lawrence Breaks Her Silence On Nude Photo Hack Kendra Wilkinson Gets Candid About Those Cheating Rumors14 Kris Jenner Opens Up About The Late Robert Kardashian Go to Entertainment You might also like Music Celebrity TV Moviefone Arts The Glamorous History Of Pin-Up Like You've Never Seen It Before Here Are A Bunch Of F*cking Delightful Artsy Cat Photos. You're Welcome. This Is What It Really Looks Like To Be A Modern Day Nun New Animation-Inspired Art Show Will Make You Yearn For Saturday Morning Cartoons Go to Arts You might also like Books Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Religion Alberta 20 Puppies Found Abandoned In Field Anti-Abortion Postcard Targets Tory MP.. Again25 Mystery 'GPO Girl' Turns Up In Calgary Dozens Of Dead Cats Found, Another 62 Euthanized No Drinks For You, Cardston Go to Alberta More in Alberta Alberta Politics Alberta Business Alison Redford Calgary Edmonton British Columbia B.C. Teen Killed By Train Was Wearing Headphones, Texting: RCMP13 Anthem Singer's Fall Is Lesson In Showmanship Pastafarian Loses B.C. Driver's Licence Over Holy Colander Elderly Asian Women Attacked In Vancouver Lawyers Of Convicted Surrey Six Gangsters Want Mistrial Go to British Columbia More in British Columbia B.C. Politics B.C. Business Christy Clark Vancouver ALL SECTIONS News Canada Politics Canada Business US Politics US Business World Media Sports Education Crime Weird News Good News Daily Finance Entertainment Entertainment Music TV Celebrity Comedy Art Books Moviefone Life & Style Living Style Home Healthy Living Taste Weddings Travel Parents Divorce Huff/Post 50 Marlo Thomas OWN Tech & Science Tech Science Green Techcrunch Engadget TUAW Joystiq Voices Impact Women Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Religion College Teen Local Quebec (French) Calgary Montreal Ottawa Toronto Vancouver Winnipeg Mapquest Patch.com Our Mobile Apps iPhone iPad HuffPost Live iPad Android Phone Android Tablet British Columbia B.C. Politics B.C. Business Christy Clark Vancouver rss of this page Like 45 featured blog posts B.C. Public Schools Need More Funding, Not Fundraising I find that the inadequacies of public education funding have ignited a fire in me. Is anyone else feeling like we should stop fundraising for the things that should be funded by the government? Mellissa Kimberley Mother, Artisan, Lifelong Learner     It's Time For B.C. Teachers To Stop Lying To Parents The teachers have been lying to us. For years. They've been covering it up. Papering over underfunding and mismanaged fiscal priorities with brightly coloured posters and sparkly stickers. Concealing an impoverished system by buying the damn supplies themselves. Without receiving so much as a tax break on those purchases. Naomi Lazarus Costume Designer, Mother I Refuse To Stop Spending My Own Money On My Classroom Yes, I've bought the materials in the boxes that I'll be hauling to work each day this week. And yes, I sincerely wish that I hadn't had to go out of pocket to make sure that my students get the best education that I can give them. The underfunding of public education in B.C. has already taken enough out of me. I refuse to let it take who I am as a teacher, too. Ashley D. MacKenzie High School Teacher A Normal Sunday, At Last The early afternoon sun brightens the kitchen as it shines down through the skylight; I can hear my two youngest children, managing to not bicker and argue their way through Lego Star Wars on the TV, and I'm sitting across the kitchen table from my teacher husband, typing this as he plots out his Socials 8 course for the year. This is the first Sunday in months that feels normal for us. Mellissa Kimberley Mother, Artisan, Lifelong Learner The Last Day of School As families in B.C. prepare for the long-awaited return to school, I am inspired to sit down and write out my own reflections of this past summer. In countless movies, we see children hard at work on their first day of classes, writing out their first essay of the school year. And so, I take a page from that to bring you "What I Did On My Last Day Of School." Mellissa Kimberley Mother, Artisan, Lifelong Learner   The Conspiracy Of Silence In B.C. Schools Is Over Well, here we are, with a deal to vote on. We're climbing up out of the trenches, dusting ourselves off, holding our noses against the stench of manipulation, and voting. We'll vote yes, but it won't be an overwhelming yes. Cecelia Griffiths B.C. Resource Teacher B.C. Teachers' Strike 2014: At What Cost? These past three months have been an exercise in spinning plates, deciding what bills must be paid now and which can sit for a month; making those excruciatingly embarrassing phone calls to utility companies to ask for extensions, explaining our circumstances and hoping for an understanding and lenient person on the other end of the phone. I can't help but shake my head, because shouldn't teachers with their professional training be able to make ends meet better than this? Mellissa Kimberley Mother, Artisan, Lifelong Learner B.C. Teachers Should Vote No To Tentative Deal Despite what I know was a Herculean effort on the part of our bargaining team, I very much hope that B.C. teachers will vote no to the tentative agreement. After five weeks of strike, and 12 years of legal battles, this is not the deal that will restore sanity to public education and it is not a fair deal for teachers and students. Tara Ehrcke Teacher, Activist, Citizen B.C. Teachers' Strike Was About Values, Not Economics Now, do I feel as though both sides compromised equally on this contract? No. I do feel like the teachers gave up more. But as much as I'd like a salary increase that actually kept up with the rate of inflation, and the budget to fund some firm way of handling class size and composition, this whole strike wasn't about economics. Ashley D. MacKenzie High School Teacher B.C. Teachers' Strike Is Epic Struggle Of Dinosaurs Millions of years ago, a triceratops and a Tyrannosaurus rex fought it out as the Cretaceous period came to a end. Neither realized their struggle was futile since they were both about to become extinct. The B.C. teachers' strike is another epic struggle of dinosaurs as the Ministry of Education and teachers' union are locked in bitter dispute over issues that have little significance since the market for education has fundamentally changed. Steven Burton Creator of Icicle, the HACCP Food Safety Platform Do B.C. Parents Have To Buy Toilet Paper Soon As Part Of School Supplies? Then there is the issue of school supplies. I have watched the list steadily lengthen over the years. This year alone, I have spent $300 just so my children can have adequate supplies for school. Not to mention that their supply lists include ridiculous items like Kleenex, photocopy paper and Ziploc bags. If our schools don't even have the funding to supply children with something to wipe their noses with, then like one parent said to me, "What's next, toilet paper?" Carolyn Moeller Mother, Community Volunteer, Bookkeeper A Rough Guide To E80 And The B.C. Teachers' Strike Everybody watching the B.C. public teachers' strike has heard of E80, and nobody understands it. Even the negotiating teams can't agree on what it means -- a pretty good sign that it should be deep-sixed pronto. The bottom line is that the parties' positions on E80 is fatally poisoned by distrust. Many fault the union, but it's the government who wrote the script. Sandy Garossino Business Owner, Community Advocate, former Crown prosecutor Christy Clark Is Balancing the Budget at the Expense of Kids and Teachers The current teachers federation vs. government struggle is more than a labour dispute. For those who look closely, what's revealed is a style of government that appears to disregard facts, deceive the public, tarnish the reputation of teachers, all in a move to pit the people against teachers and their legal right to due process under the law. Government's disdain for trained professionals in order to gain a political advantage is deplorable. No government should hide the truth of its past misconduct. No government should balance the budget at the expense of teachers and kids. Raffi Cavoukian Troubadour, Author I Served To Help Children Attend School Abroad, But Am Helpless In B.C. I sacrificed myself, along with my army buddies, to help children in other countries to attend school, but what can I do in my own country to get children back in school in B.C. Madam Premier, this is our province. Not just mine and definitely not just yours. This province is not just yours to destroy the rights and freedoms of the people. Dan Nickel Retired Army Mechanic, Hockey Coach B.C. Teachers' Strike: 5 Tips For Survival Dr. Divi Chandna Physician, Author Help B.C. Teachers Feel Valued With #thisisYOURstrikepay I am a B.C. teacher, and lately I feel like I should apologize for that. I'm so tired of hearing how awful I am. How greedy. How I shouldn't want more for my students. Let's get teachers feeling valued because things are rough right now, and it's getting hard to remember by ourselves. Kat Ling Teacher Chinese Parents' Group Takes Credit For Ending Teachers' Strike Quick Read | Comments | 10.01.2014 B.C. School Districts Ordered To Return All Strike Savings Quick Read | Comments | 09.26.2014 Return To Classes 'Very Emotional' Quick Read | Comments | 09.22.2014 BACK TO SCHOOL! Quick Read | Comments | 09.21.2014 Teachers Shut Out Of B.C. Liberal Fundraiser After 'Security' Concerns Quick Read | Comments (84) | 09.21.2014 The Secret Meeting That Broke The B.C. Teachers' Impasse Quick Read | Comments | 09.21.2014 'Neither Side Got Exactly What They Wanted' Quick Read | Comments | 09.20.2014 B.C. Teachers' Strike Ends With Bittersweet Contract Approval Quick Read | Comments | 09.19.2014 B.C. Teachers Vote On Bittersweet Contract Deal With Province Quick Read | Comments | 09.18.2014 Veteran Mediator Elevated To Hero Status In B.C. Quick Read | Comments | 09.16.2014 DEAL Quick Read | Comments (53) | 09.20.2014 B.C. Teachers' Dispute Spins Into Boycott Of Businesses Quick Read | Comments (147) | 09.17.2014 Is Mother Nature Trying To Say Something About Teachers' Strike? Quick Read | Comments | 09.16.2014 B.C. Teachers' Strike's 'Unintended Consequences' Quick Read | Comments (14) | 09.15.2014 About B.C. Teachers Strike 2014 Public teachers in British Columbia began rotating strikes in May 2014 which also included a partial lockout by the provincial government. It escalated to a full-scale walkout a month later as part of a bitter ongoing contract dispute. The sticking points are pay, class size and composition, and classroom support. A mediator walked out on exploratory talks a few days before the scheduled start of the 2014/15 school year, declaring the two sides too far apart to attempt mediation. Most Popular Whk00puh5k%2Bp%2FYVDIhQElYbiYJ7l%2BGrIFNmGT9XZrMc%3D ldmCcif%2FLlEpeCpvWnQdBL6uPgmTwBztX8Pvtt25%2BpM%3D exABQjIsjdWHWO96CaCs4EzuGVnbhGskyxYg%2Bc8ioXI%3D 1 of 3 B.C. Teachers Strike 2014: Gov't Won't Impose Settlement, Says De Jong 3 Comments A Teacher's Appeal To BC Liberals Of Conscience 54 Comments B.C. Teachers Strike 2014: Union Hopes For Mediation In August 2 Comments B.C. Teachers' Strike News Could Come Just Days Before Scheduled School Year 0 Comments Promising? Marathon Teachers' Strike Talks Go Into Wee Hours Quick Read | Comments (70) | 09.15.2014 Ontario Teachers Donate $100,000 To Striking B.C. Counterparts Quick Read | Comments (15) | 09.12.2014 WATCH: Singing Out Teachers' Strike Frustrations Quick Read | Comments | 09.12.2014 Homemade Study Guide Goes Viral To Help Grade 12 Students During Strike Quick Read | Comments | 09.12.2014 Education Minister No Longer Ruling Out Back-To-Work Legislation Quick Read | Comments (62) | 09.12.2014 Christy Clark Event Caterers Find Restaurant Window Smashed Quick Read | Comments (13) | 09.11.2014 'Widely Expected' Teachers' Vote Result Turns Up Pressure On Province Quick Read | Comments | 09.11.2014 Big Budget Surplus Not For Teachers' Deal: Finance Minister Quick Read | Comments (64) | 09.10.2014 Voucher System For B.C. Schools 'Categorically Not True': Minister Quick Read | Comments (38) | 09.09.2014 B.C. Union Leaders Urge Clark To Accept Binding Arbitration Quick Read | Comments (32) | 09.09.2014 Bus Driver Rejected Student Fare Due To Strike: Teen Quick Read | Comments | 09.09.2014 Pages:   1 2 3 4 5 Advertise | Make HuffPost your Home Page | RSS | Careers | FAQ User Agreement | Privacy | Comment Policy | About Us | About Our Ads | Contact Us Copyright © 2014 TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. | "The Huffington Post" is a registered trademark of TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. All rights reserved. Part of HPMG News)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13830&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > April 1998 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 10, Number 6, April 1998 Risk works by Désirée Blume “My heart leapt, my breathing quickened, my pulse rose, and sweat formed on my forehead. I was to teach a lesson for which I had very little background knowledge. My first lesson.” –Michelle Risk is not ordinarily associated with teaching. Most risk-takers are financiers or dare-devil athletes. The risk taker experiences physical reactions: sweaty palms, a rapid heartbeat, butterflies in the stomach. Risk has an element of the new and unfamiliar. You face possibility of failure when you go beyond your comfort zone, not knowing what the outcome will be but aware that the result will be either miserable failure or fantastic success. Risk involves chance. During their PD program at SFU, 32 student teachers, in the “RiskWorks” module, came together for a year to immerse themselves in teacher education. They acknowledge the risk in teaching, bring it to awareness, and give it recognition. To focus on risk is to encourage it and to embrace the challenges of this profession. Many of the students took a risk in applying to the PDP program and subsequently accepting the offer to become a teacher. Some students left secure, full-time jobs to return to the student life of long hours without pay. All were nervous about the expectations of the program and the profession and faced the uncertainty of whether or not they would succeed at something they longed to try. During our initial two weeks on campus, the students were introduced to the world of teaching. The first task was to build a level of trust within the group. We spent time coming to know one another and why we wanted to be teachers. We talked about philosophy and our beliefs about children and learning. At the end of Week One, the student teachers were ready to face physical risks: kayaking and wall climbing. They faced fears of water and of being trapped. They faced fears of height and of trusting another person to catch them if they fell. “I thought that I would either be proud of climbing to the top of the wall or be forever frustrated and disappointed with myself for not having gone up to the top. Thus, I talked myself through each step, knowing that I wanted to get to the top, but not knowing why. It proves to me that I can do anything that is thrown at me, physical or otherwise, because I can talk myself through each little part of an otherwise overwhelming task.” –Sarah The success felt through this activity empowered the student teachers, giving them courage to face the unknown in the classroom. This was not only about taking risks but about teamwork, trust, and support for one another. Taking physical risks brought them closer as a group, something teachers hope their students will experience during their school year together. After the physical risks and the trust-building of these two activities, we looked at taking an emotional risk. We engaged in an activity where people created abstract pieces of art with materials they found in nature. Then we looked at their artistic creations and wrote about what the art meant personally. They risked sharing their private writing with the whole group. We now look back on and treasure this time when we allowed others to see our weaknesses and were better for the experience. “The biggest risk was actually sharing these feelings with the entire class. To express myself so openly and honestly left me vulnerable and open to judgment.” –Alyson The student teachers continue to look at their values and beliefs in an attempt to find a match with the practice of teaching. From here their philosophies will guide their behaviour in the classroom. The excitement they feel as student teachers can stay as they continue to challenge themselves to take risks in their classrooms. Instead of following, they are asked to forge their own path. “The risk for me is to believe in my ideas even if they run counter to mainstream ideas. Right now, my teaching philosophy is supported by a shaky foundation. It is hard to build up this foundation if nobody supports you or if others think that your ideas are too ‘idealistic.’ I am very impressionable right now, but I can’t give in and throw my beliefs out the window; my heart would stop beating, my palms would be dry, and my mind would be still.” –Alyson After spending time on campus, the student teachers faced their first time in the classroom as student teachers. They were excited, terrified, and ready. The time had come to put their philosophies into action and to take some risks along the way. For many, the most daunting risk was the first lesson, in front of a group of students, teaching alone for the first time. “My first lesson was a story-mapping lesson. I was extremely nervous and insecure. I could tell my face was red, my voice was shaky, and my hands were trembling. I was finding it hard to hold the book steady. I was unsure as to how the students were going to respond. Would they understand my instructions, would they think it was dumb, would they pay attention at all? I felt really good afterward because it was a huge risk for meI had never been in front of 22 kids teaching before.” –Robyn They discovered this is only the beginning. The first lesson will be the one they remember, a moment they will never repeat. However, they can always choose the spirit of risk-taking and can continue to see the true joy of teaching that can come through daring to risk. Désirée Blume is a faculty associate, Faculty of Education, Simon Fraser University.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13702&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 1997 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 10, Number 2, October 1997 Speaking personally My greatest reward for teaching The greatest rewards in teaching for me have been the friendships that have developed and continued with students. A few students stand out in memory for various reasons. I’m lucky to have developed relationships with two girls who are maturing into amazing young people. One of the girls was in a Grade 5–6 class I taught six years ago. After a particularly nerve-wracking lesson on “Changing Bodies” that included some challenging questions during a girls-only discussion, K. came up to me and thanked me for answering questions that had really bothered her. She was relieved to know that she could talk about this with a grownup. Later that month, she asked me to be her confirmation sponsor, an honour I gladly accepted. Last year, she shared her special talent for reading aloud by reading at my wedding. The other young woman was in a Grade 7 music class, to whom I taught “The History of Rock.” M.’s project group went so far as to write original music and create a video for their imaginary band. When she heard I was getting married, she insisted on being able to help in some way and, with her sister and mother, she decorated the hall beautifully. I look forward to seeing her graduate this year and hope to see her name in lights some day. Those are not the profound moments that some teachers have with students, but these girls and their friendship remind me of why I became a teacher: to watch children grow and to help them along the way. Cecile Paillé, Kamloops Her bubbling laughter stopped me in my tracks as I hurried across the classroom floor to intervene in a spat that had broken out between two four-to-five-year-olds. Turning toward the sound, I was greeted with the sight of Alicia, sitting on a chair, knee bent and looking with sheer joy at her foot. “I did it,” she squeaked, “I tied my shoelace all by myself.” Delight radiated from her, and I was seized with such awe, that to this moment, I still feel the tremor that ran through my body as I witnessed Alicia’s Eureka. What does this have to do with the B.C. curriculum? Probably nothing; possibly everything. The sense of accomplishment and feeling of independence are crucial elements in the complex structure we call self-esteem. When a four-year-old knows that he/she has the ability to tie his/her shoelaces “all by myself” unlocking the mysteries of reading and numeration cannot be far behind. My greatest reward in teaching to date? The great gift of witnessing the essence of what learning is all about. Valerie Dyer, Peace River South Sharing in the growth and success of my students’ experience is my greatest reward. As a teacher at Sooke Alternative School, I work very hard with my students to set our academic and personal goal every week. The challenge behind this is compounded by ongoing drug and alcohol use, probation orders, and unstable home lives. Fortunately, every so often, it all comes together, and students will reach their goals. Seeing the surprise that is in their eyes and in their actions had proven to me that they had not expected to meet their goals. Most important, once they can internalize their success, I can use this as a foundation to build upon in the future. I will never forget a boy named M. He came from the most abusive family situation imaginable. That, combined with his fetal alcohol syndrome, made it challenging to connect with him. M. showed impressive growth from an angry, impulsive, defiant child to a young boy who was caring, responsible, and involved. The greatest reward was seeing M. not only reaching but exceeding his goals. His goals. His rewards. All shared with me. Thanks, M. Ed Berlando, Sooke Teaching allows me to be both a leader and a learner. I remain hopeful that through my leadership in the classroom I can make a difference in the lives of students. Optimism is healthy, and believing that I am contributing to our society is deeply rewarding. Continually learning is the best way I know to respond to the diverse needs of students and the complexity of teaching. I learn about teaching from many sources: students, parents, teachers, workshops, professional journals, and university courses. I can then use this information to re-evaluate the decisions I make in the classroom. I appreciate the fact that teaching will always give me new challenges and opportunities to learn. Renée Willock, West Vancouver)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=22924&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 23, Number 6, April 2011   Talking piece takes to the stage By David Denyer  Drawing on the power of theatre to depict pathos, violence, and restitution, the Senior Theatre Company class at Van Tech Secondary School, in Vancouver, recently presented a musical play entitled Talking Piece. Co-directed by Ramona Orr and Artstarts artist-in-residence Kevin Crofton, the play bluntly tackles the problem of cyber-bullying with the emotional, psychological torment, and trauma laid bare. Plays for secondary schools are often somewhat preachy, said Orr, so the directness and honesty of Talking Piece was what captured her attention and imagination. Kevin Crofton rewrote the script for a wider audience and it has played over a period of two weeks in March to five elementary schools, alternate education programs, families, teachers, youth workers, and many Grade 9 and 10 students. The play is about a fight breaking out fuelled by a mob mentality that encourages the violence. The main female characters who have the fight are Vicki, played by Natasha Pheko and Mercedes, played by award-winning singer Sarah Cantuba. Their inner emotions and views about each other are expressed through solo songs and duets along with other characters using group raps with a solo rap performed by Jason, the bad boyfriend of Mercedes played by Markiel Simpson. A live band, Far Far Fiction is featured, along with a multimedia film of the main characters in the talking circle presenting witness testimonials to the fight. In the talking circle, actors sitting in mask pass the talking piece (feather) around to each other dealing with conflict by using a restorative justice model, making everyone involved accountable for their actions. We were very fortunate, said Orr, to have Veronica Godard, our first nations worker play a character in the play during a naming ceremony scene where one of the characters finds her voice to help her friend who is being bullied at school. Ramona Orr is full of praise for the students who embraced the concept of violence being done to them within their characters and imagined the situation with empathy, conviction, and emotional depth. “I was often moved in rehearsal,” she said, “as their director and teacher, but it wasn’t until the actual performance that I realized how far they had come.” The two lead characters, Vicki and Mercedes are played by students who are, in reality, good friends so they were really challenged by having to play a character different from themselves. “It was important to cast the students as someone who could play the character but not be like them in their real life. The gang member and the violent girl were played by the nicest students. It is always fun to play a character who is different from yourself.” “Talking Piece has been a wonderful experience for both myself and the students.” – David Denyer, Teacher newsmagazine editor )
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12816,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2000 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 12, Number 6, April 2000 Last chance to improve pension by Garry Litke Why would teachers with 30 or more years of experience support a strike to get a decent salary increase when they are leaving the profession? Because both financially and morally, it just makes sense! For some teachers, the next round of negotiations will be their last. They are looking forward to retiring with a secure income. They also realize, however, that the size of their pension income will be affected by the size of the next salary increase because the average of the best five years of earning is a driving factor in determining their pension level. As locals set bargaining priorities during the coming year, senior teachers will most probably be supporting a significant salary increase as a bargaining objective. They know that even with a strike, gains to pension income will most likely offset penalties in pensionable service. Days spent on strike do not count as pensionable service, but the net effect on income is not significant. A teacher’s pension statement will record a deduction of 0.05 months for every day on a picket line, so a loss of five days over a 35-year career, for example, would result in a teacher being credited with 349.75 months of pensionable service instead of 350. The cost of those five days to the pension income would be minimal. An increase of $1,000 in the average salary level, however, will increase pension income by approximately $50 to $60 per month (depending on the number of years of service for the teacher). The potential advantages outweigh the risks. Aside from the financial scenario, senior teachers should consider leaving a legacy of support for younger teachers who are struggling to pay off student loans, raise young families, and enjoy a decent standard of living while contributing to this profession. The next bargaining team will need the support of all teachers to negotiate a long overdue raise. A fair salary increase benefits those teachers beginning their career as well as those finishing. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=31562&printPage=true,BCTF News Releases  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2014 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  January 8, 2014 Class composition in BC worse than ever  Data on BC’s education system released by the government shows our province’s class composition is worse than ever before, said BCTF President Jim Iker. There are over 16,000 classes with four or more children with special needs. “BC teachers fully support including all students, like those with special needs, in our classrooms, but 12 years of cutbacks have meant those kids are not getting the support they need,” said Iker. “Ever since the BC Liberal government stripped our collective agreement in 2002, learning conditions for all students have deteriorated. We see the results today because more teachers than ever before are dealing with overly complex classrooms without the support of specialist teachers to support students.” The data released by the Ministry of Education shows there are 16,163 classes with four or more students with special needs. That represents one in four of all classes in BC. In addition, a staggering 3,875 classes have seven or more children with special needs in them. The data also highlights concerns with the support available for English Language Learners (ELL) formerly known as ESL in BC. There are 4,636 classes with seven or more English Language Learners (ELL). Within that total are 1,956 Kindergarten to Grade 3 classes with seven or more English Language Learners. “Class composition is one of the most important aspects in education,” said Iker. “An overly complex class puts immense pressure on the teacher to meet the needs of all students. As teachers, we fully support and embrace diversity in learning styles and needs in our classrooms, but we can only do so much without extra support before students lose out.” Iker also pointed out that the worsening of class composition year-over-year has coincided with dramatic cuts to learning specialist teachers. For example, since 2002 BC has lost approximately 700 special education teachers and over 300 English Language Learner teachers. Furthermore, BC has the worst student-educator ratio in Canada and funds education $1,000 less per student than the national average. “BC teachers are among the best in the world, but this government is making it harder for them to do their jobs and harder for students to get the education they deserve,” said Iker. “It’s time for government to step up, correct their past mistakes, and address BC’s worsening class composition.”  Click here to view the Class composition chart. -  30  - For more information, contact Rich Overgaard, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell).)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=31030,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2013 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 26, Number 2, October 2013   President’s message  By Jim Iker   I think I can speak for those teachers fortunate enough to have attended any of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission events—we feel truly honoured to have participated. The legacy of residential schooling was tragic, disrupting First Nations’ families and communities throughout Canada. Many Aboriginal students have struggled in school, and as we heard from personal testimonies, some students still feel unwelcome. The BCTF chose to support and promote reconciliation events and provided grants for teachers to participate; the public education system can never be strong or successful if any group of students is marginalized. In the true spirit of reconciliation, we are committed to promoting all aspects of Aboriginal education for all students. Reconciliation implies collective understanding and responsibility and, as a union of teachers, we will continue working to bring about positive change through Aboriginal education, enhancement agreements, employment equity for Aboriginal teachers, antiracism programs, and push for changes to curriculum on Aboriginal history, culture, and understandings in every grade. Thank you to all of you who made the journey and those who brought your students to Education Day. This day will be etched in their memories as a highlight of their year. I am very proud of the role that the BCTF and some of our Aboriginal members played in making the Project of Heart so powerful for students and for the elders who came to schools to tell their stories. The unveiling of the tiled canoe on Education Day was the culmination of over a year’s work. Many of you are already making positive changes for First Nations students’ experience in schools. On behalf of your colleagues, I thank you for the work you do every day. You have probably noticed another campaign—this time with other unions. Right-wing groups along with many voices in the mainstream media, accuse unions of just about everything from rising unemployment to increased wait times for hospital beds. The Canadian Labour Congress, Canada’s national labour body, has launched a campaign to tell a different story. Together Fairness Works, aims to explain and promote how unionization benefits all economies. We are reminded that when we join together and act collectively, we get results. Please watch for CLC information and Together Fairness Works literature in future BCTF school mailings. Every year, on the last Friday in October, provincial specialist associations organize conferences around topics pertinent to their specialty. Teachers throughout the province also organize smaller conferences, professional conversations, workshops, and other meaningful ProD activities. I encourage you to join your specialist group and get involved because, ultimately, our professional development is our professional responsibility. Jim Iker, BCTF president    Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=30596&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2013 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 26, Number 1, September 2013   Looking back  10 years ago… The BC Liberals have now taken political control of the College of Teachers. The new council of political appointees gives government, parents, and management representatives control over the affairs of the college. It now reports directly to Minister of Education Christy Clark. In the event that the college does something that the minister doesn’t like, the minister has the statutory authority to disallow any by-laws of the college. In BC, teaching is no longer a self-regulating profession. Our profession is the only profession that does not have a majority of its governing council represented by elected members. – September 2003, Teacher newsmagazine – Chris Bocking, Keating Elementary School, Saanich   )
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=24161,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > October 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 2, October 2011   Parler français  By Sandrine Hebting   Je relisais récemment le journal Coup d'oeil sur la francophonie de chez nous lorsque je me suis rappelée le conseil d'une de mes enseignantes du programme de formation des enseignants à UBCO alors que je lui avais remis un devoir sur la place du français dans notre vie.  Madame Ragoonaden m'avait suggéré de vous soumettre cet article pour votre journal parce qu'en tant que francophone ma perception du français est différente de celle de mes collègues francophiles. Je suis actuellement enseignante suppléante en immersion française pour le Conseil scolaire de l'Okanagan. Autobiographie : Contrairement à beaucoup de mes compatriotes anglophones francophiles, le français est ma langue maternelle. Je suis née en France et j’ai été élevée dans le nord-est, en Alsace, dans la région des trois frontières entre la France, la Suisse et l’Allemagne. Bien que non alsacienne, j’ai été baignée dans cette atmosphère culturelle germanique où les influences langagières de l’allemand foisonnaient et les mots tels que « schlappe » (pantoufles ou chaussons) et « manala » (petite brioche) faisaient partie de mon vocabulaire. Cependant, je n’ai jamais développé d’accent régional, ma prononciation restait relativement neutre, à la parisienne, mis à part quelques expressions folkloriques. C’est pourquoi en immigrant au Canada je fus à la fois sensible au régionalisme québécois et curieuse aussi des différences culturelles langagières. Il me semblait naturelle que le Québec ait développé des particularités au niveau de la langue qui se démarquent de celles de la France. Ainsi, à  Radio Canada, j’entends souvent les animateurs dire : « à chaque semaine » alors qu’en France les gens disent : « chaque semaine ». Il s’agit, ici, je pense d’une variante de la langue française sans pour autant être un anglicisme. Cet exemple démontre qu’en habitant en Colombie-Britannique, j’ai pris conscience que le français n’était non pas un principe acquis, solide et immuable mais un élément fragile et intégrant à ma réalité qui, sans attention particulière, pouvait facilement s’effriter jusqu'à son inusité. C’est pour cela que du moment où l’on franchit le seuil de ma porte la communication se fait en français. Il fut nécessaire pour ma famille de créer une niche où non seulement le français était utilisé mais aussi valorisé car rappelons qu’une langue ne se transmet pas génétiquement mais par acculturation. Ainsi, je fais l’effort, parfois fastidieux, de trouver des ressources en français. Être francophone, c’est également un engagement politique et bien qu’il me serait parfois plus pratique et rapide de demander des services en anglais, lorsque je fais affaire avec le gouvernement j’exige d’être servie en français pour faire valoir mes droits au bilinguisme. A l’heure actuelle je ne me considère plus tant française que francophone. Mes liens avec la France sont affectifs ; mon enfance et ma famille sont restées en France. Mais ma vie maintenant est en Colombie-Britannique et mon français est teinté de cette expérience. Avant tout, le fait d’avoir appris l’anglais sur le tard me donne une certaine souplesse et acceptation d’autrui dans l’apprentissage des langues. Ayant pris des cours théoriques d’anglais à l’école secondaire, je comprends à quel point une langue se doit d’être interactive et pertinente par rapport au cadre culturel. En tant qu’enseignante en langue la réussite communicative de mes élèves me tient à cœur. En tant que mère il est essentiel que mes filles se sentent à la fois canadiennes et francophones. Je suis une littéraire depuis le plus jeune âge ; je vie par les livres, la poésie m’exalte et l’écriture éveille en moi des images vibrantes que j’absorbe vivement. Cette passion des mots je souhaite la transmettre à travers ma profession. Je suis consciente que la vie en Colombie-Britannique en dehors de l’école se fait en anglais pour bien des jeunes particulièrement pour ceux du programme d’immersion française. C’est pour cela que je veux pouvoir donner l’occasion aux étudiants d’écouter de belles phrases bien structurées et claires, de communiquer ouvertement et de lire un français soutenu et complexe car l’école est souvent la seule opportunité que ces élèves ont d’entrée en relation avec le monde francophone. Par conséquent, je pense que les institutions scolaires se doivent d’offrir un enseignement de qualité avec un personnel qualifié tant dans la langue que dans le sujet d’enseignement. C’est avec cette volonté de bien faire que je travaille ma langue, qui sans être parfaite, est constamment en révision. Les moyens techniques actuels me permettent rapidement d’accéder à des ressources didactiques me permettant une autocorrection fiable. Ainsi j’utilise régulièrement des sites tels que le Larousse en ligne, La banque de dépannage linguistique, un site officiel du ministère de la culture du Québec et Mon bon patron. À travers cette courte autobiographie j’espère avoir souligné le fait qu’une langue est vivante et que c’est seulement en l’utilisant activement que l’on peut la maîtriser que l’on soit francophone ou francophile. C’est seulement en développant une relation affective avec la langue que l’on peut la transmettre à autrui.  Sandrine Hebting, TTOC, Central Okanagan.   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141007,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/blogs/IntlSolidarity.aspx?category=&blogid=91172,BCTF International Solidarity Blog  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources Home > Social Justice > Programs and Workshops > International Solidarity BCTF International Solidarity Blog Ecuador teacher leader found not guilty Permanent link Mary Zamora, a leader of the Ecuador Teachers Union has been freed on appeal. She had been jailed for eight years for purportedly libelling the President Rafael Correa in 2010. She was jailed for 'sabotage and terrorism' under laws dating from the era of military dictatorship, which sought to persecute and outlaw social protest.Teachers are jubilant at her release and insist that she was always innocent. Now however the justice system has agreed with that judgement. -  Thanks for this report from http://teachersolidarity.com/blog/ecuador-teachers-leader-freed Posted by Larry Kuehn 197 at 10/06/2014 2:15 PM Comments (0) Free the teacher union president in Ecuador Permanent link Several union leaders have been imprisoned in Ecuador, including the past president of the National Union of Teachers, Mary Zamora.  She is an English teacher and has been imprisoned as a resutl of her leadership role. Ecuador's populist president must stop persecuting labour and social leaders. That's the message we're asking trade unionists around the world to send today to Rafael Correa. An online campaign launched on LabourStart is expected to generate thousands of messages calling on Correa to free Dr Carlos Figueroa, ex-leader of the Ecuadorian Medical Federation, Cléver Jiménez Cabrera, the Pachakutik Movement parliamentarian, his advisor, Fernando Villavicencio Valencia, ex-leader of the oil workers' trade union, and Mary Zamora, ex-president of the National Union of Teachers. The jailed union leaders had asked the public prosecutor to investigate the propriety of the President’s order for military intervention to "rescue" him from the National Police Hospital in Quito during a political crisis in September 2010. The violent military action resulted in a number of deaths. Correa accused the union leaders of "hacking" his email; they claim they were merely investigating corruption. Public Services International, a global union representing millions of public sector workers, initiated the current campaign on LabourStart. Please take a moment to show your support for the campaign: http://www.labourstartcampaigns.net/show_campaign.cgi?c=2262&src=unionbook Posted by Larry Kuehn 197 at 24/04/2014 11:18 AM Comments (0) President of a Mexican union works from Vancouver Permanent link  Why has the president of a Mexican union been carrying out his duties in Vancouver, rather than in Mexico?  A puzzling question.  Napolean Gomez is the of the Mexican National Miners’ Union and has been forced into exile because of his campaigning to get a mining company to be held responsible for what he calls “industrial homicide.”  His members working in northern Mexico were trapped by a collapse of a mine.  The government and the company just left the miners to die.  He was seeking accountability of the Mexican government and the company.  They allowed unsafe conditions and abandoned the miners who paid the penalty for company greed and government corruption.  The government brought criminal charges against Gomez to try to shut him up.  He then came to Canada to avoid being unjustly imprisoned.  His members re-elected him as president and he has used technology to be engaged in the work of the union from a distance.  Gomez has written a book called Collapse of Dignity:  The story of a mining tragedy and the fight against greed and corruption in Mexico.  One commentator said the book is “a powerful testimony to the attack by corrupt politicians and cynical businessmen to silence a union and its leader.”  The Steelworkers’ union has been supporting Gomez in Vancouver as an act of solidarity.  Our teacher colleagues in Mexico have also faced repression and sometimes death when they stand up to the corruption in government and in their own union.  They have organized in the CNTE, a group within the SNTE teachers’ union to challenge corruption and democratize their national union.  If you are interested in how teacher unions in Canada work with colleagues in Mexico, you can find a link to an article posted at the bottom of the Tri-national Coalition webpage at http://bit.ly/1noJx2W.  Last Edited by Larry Kuehn 197 at 15/04/2014 3:20 PM Comments (0) Danger for teacher unionists in Colombia Permanent link Prof. Luis Grubert Ibarra, President FECODE on the dangers faced by teachers and trade unionists in Colombia    The context for what is happening in Colombia was set out by BCTF president, Jim Iker, when he introduced at the 2014 BCTF Annual General Meeting. By far the largest union in Colombia, FECODE represents more than 300,000 teachers and education workers across the country.  For many years now Colombia has been the most dangerous country in the world for trade unionists. Above all, it’s the most dangerous country in the world for teacher trade unionists. Here are some disturbing statistics from a study by Education International: Between 1999 and 2005, 1,174 trade unionists were murdered worldwide. The vast majority – 816 of them – were Colombian. And here’s the most shocking part: More than half of those – 416 – were teachers who were killed because they stood up for their union, their members, and their students. This is the kind of murderous situation that Luis and his colleagues confront on a daily basis. In the past year alone, 12 teachers have been killed. And while the number of assassinations is shocking, that’s only part of the violence they face. Forced disappearances, arbitrary imprisonment, and physical attacks, including torture, are commonplace. Repeated death threats cause many members to flee their homes and jobs, sometimes going into internal exile or seeking sanctuary abroad. Exacerbating the problem is the impunity enjoyed by the perpetrators of the violence. Virtually no one is ever arrested for murders or other crimes committed against trade unionists in Colombia.  The national union confederation says that in over 97% of assassinations nobody has been convicted. Despite this incredibly difficult reality, Luis and the members of FECODE continue the struggle. Last September they launched a national strike demanding: an end to privatisation, payment of salaries owed to them, decent working conditions in schools, and an end to the campaign of oppression and intimidation against trade unionists. A video recording of Luis’ speech, in Spanish and English translation, can be found on the BCTF YouTube channel at http://bit.ly/R1ANFy  Last Edited by Larry Kuehn 197 at 09/04/2014 4:44 PM Comments (0) << October 2014 >> Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat       1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31   Blogroll Archive June 2014 April 2014 Subjects Recent Posts Ecuador teacher leader found not guilty Free the teacher union president in Ecuador President of a Mexican union works from Vancouver Danger for teacher unionists in Colombia About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=21897,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 23, Number 4, Jan./Feb. 2011   Advantage program update  By Patti McLaughlin   In the last edition of the Teacher, I reported that as of January 13, 2011, BCAA would cease its partnership with the BCTF Advantage Program. The BCAA cited its desire to return to its roots—individual member services. As a result, we have sought out a new partner, and have found an excellent fit—Canadian Direct Insurance—who will be able to step in and provide all of the services formerly provided by BCAA, and more. Canadian Direct Insurance will assume their responsibilities as our provider for home, auto, and travel insurance on January 14. They are a western Canadian insurance company, offering their services in BC and Alberta since 1996. They are a wholly owned subsidiary of Canadian Western Bank. Canadian Direct was the first BC-based insurance company to sell directly to customers by telephone. Because of Canadian Direct’s customized quoting system, and because there are no fee-charging agents, they are able to offer a multitude of discounts and coverages on their auto and home insurance policies. In addition, they now offer a variety of recreational vehicle insurance products. Canadian Direct will tailor your policy to your needs and preferences at competitive rates. Home and auto insurance can be purchased over the telephone. Their claims line is open 24 hours a day. The BCTF will be working with Canadian Direct on an on-going basis, in order that their products can best suit the needs of teachers. Their products, like all Advantage Program offerings, are available to all BCTF members, and retired BCTF members. When you’re ready, call Canadian Direct Insurance at 604-699-3838, or 1-888-225-5234 for a quote on your home or auto insurance. Please have your current insurance documents handy to help save time. And, watch the Teacher newsmagazine and the Advantage Program website for future promotions by Canadian Direct Insurance.   Patti McLaughlin is assistant director, BCTF Income Security Division, and Advantage Program administrator.    Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=17138&printPage=true,BCTF News Releases  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2008 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE December 8, 2008 Case against Campbell's gag law begins today in court Today, the BC Teachers’ Federation and its union partners will begin to lay out their case against Bill 42—Gordon Campbell’s gag law—in court, BCTF President Irene Lanzinger said. “Bill 42 is an attack on free speech and democratic rights,” said Lanzinger. “The Campbell government brought in this gag law in an attempt to silence critics and run from their own record. It doesn’t matter if you are a teacher or a nurse, Gordon Campbell doesn’t want the public to know what is happening to BC’s public services.” Campbell’s gag law, brought in earlier this year, imposes restrictions on advertising months before an election. It prevents any group from speaking out about issues that matter to people right across this province. “British Columbians have the right to speak out,” said Lanzinger. “It is fundamental to our democracy that people get to voice their concerns and their opinions. That’s what makes democracy work. “At a time when the current government is spending millions of taxpayers’ money on feel-good advertising of their own, it is hypocritical at best for Gordon Campbell to continue this attack on freedom of expression.” The Bill 42 proceedings will begin at 10:00 a.m., at the BC Supreme Court building in Vancouver. -  30  - For more information, contact Rich Overgaard, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell).)
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(20141008,thetyee.ca,http://thetyee.ca/Bios/Steve_Burgess/,News, Articles & Commentary by Steve Burgess | The Tyee About Advertise Follow Support RSS Topic Aboriginal Affairs BC Election 2013 BC Politics Education Energy Environment Federal Politics Film Food Gender + Sexuality Health Housing Labour + Industry Local Economy Media Municipal Politics Music Photo Essays Podcasts Politics Rights + Justice Science + Tech Transportation Travel Urban Planning + Architecture News Culture Opinion National MediaCheck Solutions Join Craving crack civic election coverage? Help fund it... Bios Steve Burgess Steve Burgess is a freelance writer and the author of Who Killed Mom?, published in 2011 by Greystone Books. Born in Norwalk Ohio, home of the famous virus, Steve was raised in Regina, SK, and Brandon, MB. He writes a regular column for The Tyee, often reviewing films but also, sometimes, detailing his hilarious world travels for Tyee readers. Steve is a former CBC Radio host and has won two National Magazine Awards. He has also won three Western Magazine Awards. Reporting Beat: Travel, pop culture, politics, cobbling, knife sharpening, furnace repair. Twitter: @steveburgess1 Website: Steve Burgess Stories by Steve Burgess Please Advise! I'm the Speaker, Not Parliament's Babysitter If anyone can help turn petulant crybabies into dignified MPs, it's totally Steve Burgess. By Steve Burgess, 30 Sep 2014 Please Advise! Baggage Fees Are No Joke Spinmeister Steve Burgess helps WestJet safely land its latest luggage policy. By Steve Burgess, 17 Sep 2014 Please Advise! As Premier, I Must Further Crush the Teachers Tyee's PR guru explains how Clark can break her fat-cat foes. By Steve Burgess, 3 Sep 2014 Please Advise! Can I Get a Job in the Livable City? In Vancouver? Sure! You're an apartment-peeping drone, right? By Steve Burgess, 22 Aug 2014 Please Advise! Women Leaders Behaving Badly! Thought they were immune to slippery politics? Dr. Steve's got your naivety pill. By Steve Burgess, 11 Aug 2014 Please Advise! My Great American Road Trip Has Gone Awry A travellin' Steve Burgess explains how to make the best of a sputter-filled vacation. By Steve Burgess, 23 Jul 2014 Please Advise! Facebook Controls My Emotions Spinmeister Steve fans the flames of social media's most insidious conspiracies. By Steve Burgess, 3 Jul 2014 Please Advise! World Cup Proves Unethical, Irresistible Like heading a solid gold soccer ball, FIFA guilt can mess with your mind. By Steve Burgess, 19 Jun 2014 Please Advise! Trudeau's 'Choice' Dilemma Our spinmaster-in-residence weighs in on the latest 'bozo eruption' in Parliament. By Steve Burgess, 3 Jun 2014 Please Advise! Attention Seeker Seeks Attention If you are not Tara the Cat, some pointers on getting serious media. By Steve Burgess, 22 May 2014 Please Advise! My Candidacy Needs Wings Black-Capped Chickadee yearns to be Vancouver's official bird. Burgess swoops in. By Steve Burgess, 7 May 2014 Please Advise! King's Landing Politics Are Harsh? Try Canada's Tyrion Lannister whines of vicious schemers and insane rulers. It ain't so different here. By Steve Burgess, 26 Apr 2014 Please Advise! Benched Canucks GM Starts the Job Hunt Spinmeister Steve helps Mike Gillis set new goals. By Steve Burgess, 9 Apr 2014 Tyee Expands into Medical Marijuana Why we're betting a newly emerging business sector can save journalism. By Steve Burgess, 1 Apr 2014 Please Advise! How to Leverage that Hitler Brand? With a name dropped everywhere from Pictou to Crimea, history's most heinous wonders how to exploit his infamy. By Steve Burgess, 29 Mar 2014 Please Advise! Gregor Wants to Get Ford-Level Famous Tyee advice-man Steve wades into the awkward realm of mayoral envy. By Steve Burgess, 7 Mar 2014 Please Advise! Why Does Libs' Gas-Powered Budget Stink? Might be all those magic beans you're passing, Burgess tells BC money minister. By Steve Burgess, 20 Feb 2014 Please Advise! Putin Stumped by Vancouver's Putin-Free Games So cheap! So gay! So dissent-y! How'd we do it, Russia's leader asks Burgess. By Steve Burgess, 6 Feb 2014 In Bangkok's Streets, It's Occupy Flipped For largely upper class Thai protesters, democracy hasn't worked of late. A dispatch. By Steve Burgess, 22 Jan 2014 Please Advise! Stephen Harper Wants to Get Lucky In search of a happier 2014, the PM consults super natural Steve Burgess. By Steve Burgess, 6 Jan 2014 Please Advise! All Harper Wants for Christmas Is Good PR But how to appeal to all the godless holiday heathens, he asks spinmeister Steve. By Steve Burgess, 18 Dec 2013 Please Advise! Help Harper Keep the Xmas Bash Under Control So many hard-partying Tories, so many secrets to spill. But Burgess knows the fix. By Steve Burgess, 4 Dec 2013 Please Advise! What Should Rob Ford's Agent Have Him Do Next? Spin doc Steve ponders some crack projects for the rising star. By Steve Burgess, 20 Nov 2013 Advice? The Unstoppable Rob Ford Needs None Spin doctor Steve's re-election tip for Toronto's mayor? Just be you. By Steve Burgess, 5 Nov 2013 Please Advise! Burgess Tells Harper Why the Senate Scandal Has Legs And why that 'look at this free trade deal' feint won’t work. By Steve Burgess, 30 Oct 2013 Please Advise! A Throne Speech from the Senate... Awkward? Burgess offers feedback on Harper's great vision for the Canadian people. By Steve Burgess, 17 Oct 2013 Please Advise! Burgess Advocates for a 'Friendlier' Anthem Canada's song too gendered? Steve's got a waaaaay better version in mind. By Steve Burgess, 3 Oct 2013 Please Advise! Burgess Thanks Marois for Crushing Progressive Politics Advisor Steve gets a lesson, courtesy of Quebec's values charter. By Steve Burgess, 19 Sep 2013 Please Advise! Burgess Tempers Big Telecom's Verizon Victory Was the cell despots' jingoistic ad campaign against the US giant a success? Steve's got opinions. By Steve Burgess, 5 Sep 2013 Please Advise! Burgess Counsels Closet Canuck Ted Cruz The U.S. Senator wants to sever his Canadian ties for good. Steve can help. By Steve Burgess, 22 Aug 2013 Please Advise! Burgess Helps Vlady Putin Stay Real Rich? Powerful? In need of discreet counsel? Write to Steve. We'll tell the world. By Steve Burgess, 8 Aug 2013 What's in a Royal Baby Name? William and Kate should have kept their kid genderless as long as possible. By Steve Burgess, 22 Jul 2013 Oh, To Be a Harper Enemy With a nod to Nixon, the PM proves you're nobody in politics 'til somebody hates you. By Steve Burgess, 17 Jul 2013 Vic Toews, You Could've Been Our Cheney Eclipsed by media-hog mayors and senators, the Public Safety Minister resigns. Too soon, I say. By Steve Burgess, 10 Jul 2013 The Conservative Convention that Wasn't What policies will Tories come up with next? Due to floods, we'll have to wait and see. By Steve Burgess, 28 Jun 2013 Obama Knows Your Canadian Secrets If I hear him right, it's not just American data collected. Imagine what he knows! By Steve Burgess, 14 Jun 2013 Mike Duffy, Poor Rich White Man The senator simply adopted the culture of his new profession. Was that so wrong? By Steve Burgess, 31 May 2013 'Star Trek Into Darkness' Under director JJ Abrams, the Starship Enterprise is more of a Led Zeppelin. By Steve Burgess, 17 May 2013 'The Great Gatsby' This version's brash, sensational, musically eclectic... and not great. By Steve Burgess, 10 May 2013 BC Election 2013 Wildcard: How 'bout those Canucks? When fan favourites win big games incumbents get a boost, scholars discovered. By Steve Burgess, 26 Apr 2013 '42' Jackie Robinson's career was one long teachable moment. Does this film make the grade? By Steve Burgess, 12 Apr 2013 Burgess Says Farewell to Roger Ebert He was a lover of film. His boss Conrad Black, not so much. By Steve Burgess, 5 Apr 2013 Found Your Seat for 'Game of Thrones'? The Sopranos of Middle Earth are back. Dragon you in yet? By Steve Burgess, 29 Mar 2013 'The Bible' Watching History Channel's miraculous hit created by 'Survivor' producer Mark Burnett. By Steve Burgess, 15 Mar 2013 'The House I Live In' Drug war has become 'slow motion holocaust' says riveting new documentary. By Steve Burgess, 1 Mar 2013 What the Lady of Myanmar Reads Once imprisoned, pro-democracy leader Aung San Suu Kyi found escape and courage in literature. Including Harry Potter. By Steve Burgess, 9 Feb 2013 Stoned in India Across the chasm of class and privilege in India, a rock sometimes flies at a visitor. By Steve Burgess, 31 Jan 2013 Getting Schooled in Bangkok's 'Som Tham' Attempting to stomach a chili-laden local favourite, Steve Burgess looks foolish. A dispatch. By Steve Burgess, 19 Jan 2013 Are You Dirty for Seeing 'Zero Dark Thirty'? Storm of controversy about film's portrayal of torture precedes its opening today. By Steve Burgess, 11 Jan 2013 A Delinquent Son's Audiobook Memoir, Postscript and Acknowledgments Watching TV with Dad. Acknowledgements. Eleventh of 11. By Steve Burgess, 4 Jan 2013 A Delinquent Son's Audiobook Memoir, Chapters 19 + 20 Life and death on the streets of Rome. And finally, a Japanese vision of Heaven, in a blue and white dress. Tenth of 11. By Steve Burgess, 2 Jan 2013 A Delinquent Son's Audiobook Memoir, Chapters 17 + 18 The parables of Joan Burgess. And the curtain falls on a life well-lived. Ninth of 11. By Steve Burgess, 1 Jan 2013 A Delinquent Son's Audiobook Memoir, Chapters 15 + 16 A 50th birthday to remember -- and forget. Plus: Tales from Riverheights Terrace. Eighth of 11. By Steve Burgess, 31 Dec 2012 A Delinquent Son's Audiobook Memoir, Chapters 13 + 14 Who killed Grandma? And a meditation on luck. Seventh of 11. By Steve Burgess, 29 Dec 2012 A Delinquent Son's Audiobook Memoir, Chapters 11 + 12 Who killed Mom? A suspect is ID'd. And subsequently brought to trial. Sixth of 11. By Steve Burgess, 28 Dec 2012 A Delinquent Son's Audiobook Memoir, Chapters 9 + 10 Wherein the Burgess family arrives in Christmas Town. Whereupon the pressure cooker finally explodes. Fifth of 11. By Steve Burgess, 27 Dec 2012 A Delinquent Son's Audiobook Memoir, Chapters 7 + 8 Wherein a honeymoon on a troop train proves less than ideal. A potential president of the United States arrives on the scene. And the Burgesses enter the Land of the Jolly Green. Fourth of 11. By Steve Burgess, 26 Dec 2012 A Delinquent Son's Audiobook Memoir, Chapters 5 + 6 Wherein Joan Slorance lives -- and nearly dies -- on the prairies; and later encounters the bouncing football of Fate. Third part of 11. By Steve Burgess, 25 Dec 2012 A Delinquent Son's Audiobook Memoir, Chapters 3 + 4 Wherein Steve Burgess goes to Casablanca but does not meet Ingrid Bergman; and even monsters have back stories. Second part of 11. By Steve Burgess, 24 Dec 2012 An Early Gift: A Delinquent Son's Audiobook Memoir The tale begins with a crisis and a Dickensian voyage though Christmas Past. First of 11. By Steve Burgess, 22 Dec 2012 Thirteen Alternative Christmas Movies Scrooge repentant again and again? Might as well be watching 'Groundhog Day'! By Steve Burgess, 21 Dec 2012 'The Hobbit' Baggins, dragons and Smeagol, oh my! But has HBO-grade fantasy ruined it all? By Steve Burgess, 14 Dec 2012 'The Fruit Hunters' Luscious new documentary is proof that pleasures need not always be guilty. By Steve Burgess, 7 Dec 2012 Twilight of Lincoln 'Breaking Dawn Pt. 2' has hairy werewolves. 'Lincoln' has Abe. The parallels abound. Right? By Steve Burgess, 24 Nov 2012 'Skyfall' A quantum of solace: this meaty Bond flick is a worthy rebound from previous franchise installments. By Steve Burgess, 9 Nov 2012 Burgess: Dispatch from Florida on Election Day Even comparing Obama to Fidel Castro didn't work. Mitt's boat ran aground here. By Steve Burgess, 7 Nov 2012 'Cloud Atlas' A film with three directors, six parallel plots, and countless versions of Tom Hanks. Can it be done? By Steve Burgess, 26 Oct 2012 'Hellbound?' When it comes to Christians, there's no hotter dividing line than hell, reveals Kevin Miller's new film. By Steve Burgess, 20 Oct 2012 'Looper' Moral quandary. Human destiny. Totally suspend disbelief and this time-traveling thriller has it all. By Steve Burgess, 4 Oct 2012 Let Mitt Be Mitt! Who says that secret video is a problem slip? Romney's finally free to let it rip. By Steve Burgess, 19 Sep 2012 Ten Catchy Right-wing Pop Songs TYEE LIST #21: A mixtape for your next dance party. Bust a move! Conservatively of course. By Steve Burgess, 15 Sep 2012 The Coquihalla Gets Its Own Reality TV Show Savouring 'Highway Thru Hell' and 'Here Comes Honey Boo Boo!' too. By Steve Burgess, 14 Sep 2012 How Vancouver's Surly Fans Helped Win the '72 Summit And key people who propelled the drama. By Steve Burgess, 8 Sep 2012 'Lawless' Watch this story of corn liquor bootleggers to get a leg up on corn. By Steve Burgess, 31 Aug 2012 'The Campaign' Hollywood elects to satirize the long road to the Frat House, er, White House. By Steve Burgess, 10 Aug 2012 'Alps' Odd characters perform odder jobs in this possibly genius, possibly hack film. Opens Friday in Vancouver. By Steve Burgess, 27 Jul 2012 The Flaming, Frenzied Legacy of US Politics Health care hysteria, shameless attack ads. It's not crazy, it's constitutional! By Steve Burgess, 13 Jul 2012 Euro 2012, Tournament of Political Scores Germany defeated by debt-shocked Italy, villains and thugs abound. Stay tuned. By Steve Burgess, 29 Jun 2012 Burgess Does the Twist, Italian Style Winding up the Amalfi Coast is a race against whatever you had for lunch. By Steve Burgess, 22 Jun 2012 Ten Ways Ryder Hesjedal Changed Canada Forever TYEE LIST #15: Victoria's cycling boystar didn't 'just' win the Giro d'Italia. By Steve Burgess, 2 Jun 2012 Is the Eternal City Crumbling? Greying centurions, decay, Vatican and soccer scandals. Nothing boring about Italy. By Steve Burgess, 1 Jun 2012 'Storage Wars' Reality TV's king of auction-packed adventures. Why a hit? And is it fake? By Steve Burgess, 18 May 2012 'The Avengers' How to make the ol' superhero blockbuster fresh? Try letting a quirky cult-meister direct. By Steve Burgess, 4 May 2012 Canucks' Lu-dicrous Management Three years ago Roberto Luongo was the $64 million future. Now he's chopped goat liver? By Steve Burgess, 27 Apr 2012 Canada Can Do Less with Less! TYEE LIST #11: Five aspects of our national life that will be downsized by the Harper cutbacks. Change is good! By Steve Burgess, 21 Apr 2012 Watching the Home Team: 'Real Housewives of Vancouver' Contemplating the one per cent most Botoxed of the one per centers. By Steve Burgess, 13 Apr 2012 The Reigning 'Game of Thrones' No level of controversy could bring down this narratively fearless series. (Sorry, 'Luck.') By Steve Burgess, 30 Mar 2012 'Into the Abyss' Werner Herzog is your guide in this peculiar tale of crime and death row in Texas. Plus, a special screening. By Steve Burgess, 16 Mar 2012 'Game Change' Palin, McCain, and the presidential race of a lifetime. Political campaigns, the genre that keeps on giving. By Steve Burgess, 9 Mar 2012 It's Better to Wander than to Search And other musings while traveling the back roads towards (I'm pretty sure) Xang Kong. By Steve Burgess, 24 Feb 2012 Ten Things Never to Say to the Sedins TYEE LIST #2: Prepare yourself for a chance run-in with Vancouver Canuck twins Hank and Danny. By Steve Burgess, 18 Feb 2012 Do Gooders and Guilt Tours in Luang Prabang Helping is a thriving industry in Laos, but some locals wonder who benefits the most. By Steve Burgess, 10 Feb 2012 Turning Turtle in Bangkok What won't Steve Burgess do just to earn a little karma? By Steve Burgess, 27 Jan 2012 In Tokyo, English Is Business Serious Back on the road, Steve Burgess immediately gets in trouble with authorities. By Steve Burgess, 16 Jan 2012 Republican Braintrust: Update Which political titan shall be the one to take on Obama? America starts to decide! By Steve Burgess, 6 Jan 2012 The Bell Man's Mission A gong, a balaclava, and a Sarah Palin puppet. The makings of a true Christmas caper. By Steve Burgess, 23 Dec 2011 Inside the Xmas Music Underground Vancouver filmmaker Mitchell Kezin helps rescue weird holiday tunes from oblivion. By Steve Burgess, 22 Dec 2011 'Young Adult' Charlize Theron's 'psychotic prom queen' vies for a high school flame in this highly immature flick. By Steve Burgess, 16 Dec 2011 'The Artist' What is this (mostly) mute film about a silent movie star's struggle for relevance really saying? By Steve Burgess, 9 Dec 2011 Pssst. A Lot of People Hate the Canucks Local media doesn't dwell on why, but outside the home town no one holds back. By Steve Burgess, 18 Nov 2011 'J Edgar' Put out a manhunt for Clint Eastwood before he kills (a film's potential) again. By Steve Burgess, 12 Nov 2011 'Wiebo's War' Documentary director David York on sour gas, flawed heroes, godless filmmaking, and more. By Steve Burgess, 21 Oct 2011 'The Ides of March' Ah, to live in George Clooney's America, where politicos have principles and movies are intelligent. By Steve Burgess, 7 Oct 2011 MeTV Were the good old days of TV really any good? A border-crossing broadcaster lets you answer that for yourself. By Steve Burgess, 23 Sep 2011 'Contagion' Bloodless. And more reasons to resist catching Soderbegh's disease flick. By Steve Burgess, 9 Sep 2011 Really, Why Is Shakespeare Still Selling? Blasphemous question, I know. But help me here. Why aren't more bored by the Bard? By Steve Burgess, 25 Aug 2011 Best of Summer's TV Crop Freshly picked, weird but surprisingly tasty shows ripe for watching. By Steve Burgess, 19 Aug 2011 No Suckers Please, We're Leacock Lovers With a funny book to share with Canada, Burgess heads to make-or-break Orillia. By Steve Burgess, 29 Jul 2011 Hogwarts Has Closed 'Harry Potter and Deathly Hallows 2' is a fine and fitting farewell. By Steve Burgess, 15 Jul 2011 The Joy of Unplugging from My iPod A traveler embraces letting random noise be the trip's soundtrack. By Steve Burgess, 1 Jul 2011 Far from the Madding Crowd Traveling in Italy, a Canucks fan learns Vancouver not only has lost, it's burning. By Steve Burgess, 17 Jun 2011 Lunch with a Roman Swami Spiritual sage Bhakti Madhurya Ban Maharaj assessed my meatballs: bad karma. By Steve Burgess, 3 Jun 2011 How the Internet Kills Great Neighbourhoods As clicks replace human exchanges, Vancouver film emporium Videomatica is latest victim. By Steve Burgess, 20 May 2011 'Thor' No need to get hammered before going, this turns into a pretty good action flick. By Steve Burgess, 6 May 2011 It Seems Harper's Bubble Is Twitterproof He's still well ahead, immune to the constant deluge of terrible things tweeted about him. By Steve Burgess, 21 Apr 2011 My High Flying Youth in Brandon, Manitoba Family dinner, zoned on LSD. And more confessions of a problem prairie child, from the new memoir by Steve Burgess, 'Who Killed Mom?' By Steve Burgess, 15 Apr 2011 Canucks 2011: Dare You Hope? Such a great season. So much more reason, therefore, to brood and worry. By Steve Burgess, 4 Apr 2011 Japan in Springtime Amidst catastrophe arrive cherry blossoms and the season for hanami, a nation's celebrations of life. By Steve Burgess, 17 Mar 2011 'The Adjustment Bureau' Sci-fi whoa dude movie keys on hats, water, and one pretty good meet-cute. Just sayin'. By Steve Burgess, 4 Mar 2011 Disco Lit Bridge on the River Kwai In Kanchanaburi, Thailand, war crime memories mix with cheerful kitsch. By Steve Burgess, 18 Feb 2011 Thailand's Ghosts, Political and Not Keeping the spirits satisfied is never easy, and an election now hovers. By Steve Burgess, 3 Feb 2011 In Japan, Why Ask Why? Just get used to what seems weird, and sing along with the pink elephant head. By Steve Burgess, 14 Jan 2011 'Rabbit Hole' An intense close-up of parental grief and rage. Interesting choice for Christmas Eve. By Steve Burgess, 24 Dec 2010 Make Yanni Stop! Pay What it Takes! Public television in the US is great, when not meeting its bills by peddling folkie nostalgia and new-age nostrums. By Steve Burgess, 10 Dec 2010 'Sarah Palin's Alaska' People are watching this thing. And not just for the halibut. By Steve Burgess, 3 Dec 2010 'Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows Part One' Our young heroes are on their own, feeling their way through a dark and unfocused storyline. By Steve Burgess, 19 Nov 2010 'Due Date' What drives around comes around. In this case, a cruder Planes, Trains and Automobiles.' By Steve Burgess, 5 Nov 2010 'Hereafter' There's a special place in hell for 'serious' Hollywood films like this. By Steve Burgess, 22 Oct 2010 Nine Per Cent Gordo A preliminary attempt to put the premier's latest popularity rating into some useful perspective. By Steve Burgess, 19 Oct 2010 'The Social Network' Hey it's just a fun flick. Tell that to the real people forever depicted as sleaze-geeks. By Steve Burgess, 8 Oct 2010 The Affleck Effect He wrote, directs and stars in 'The Town.' Are we to think he's the next Clint Eastwood? By Steve Burgess, 17 Sep 2010 Sportsnet One Screens out the Sedins Did we really need another sports station? One that carries Canuck games we can't see? By Steve Burgess, 10 Sep 2010 Obama's a Muslim, Reports Globe The crackpot tabloid Globe, that is. And that's how the body politic gets infected by nutty, wrong ideas. By Steve Burgess, 1 Sep 2010 Who Killed My PVR? All those shows I'd saved digitally, mysteriously wiped clean. I must learn to live again. By Steve Burgess, 27 Aug 2010 What a Swell TV Summer 'Pillars,' 'Rubicon,' 'Mad Men' and 'Jersey Shore': It's cool inside. By Steve Burgess, 6 Aug 2010 'Inception' Is a Dream of a Movie Finally, a summer blockbuster film that invites you to use your brain. By Steve Burgess, 16 Jul 2010 Where Rome's Dead Tourists Hang Out They have their own cemetery. Among too many visitors who've died young are poets Keats and Shelley. By Steve Burgess, 14 Jul 2010 Postcard from Cup Crazy Europe No telling who you'll sit next to at game time in a Paris restaurant or a Roman piazza. By Steve Burgess, 9 Jul 2010 Unhand My Baguette! It takes guts to sample the pride of Lyon's French foodies. And think before you grab. By Steve Burgess, 30 Jun 2010 Look What They've Done with East Berlin Now it's vibrant, young, crammed with edgy art and culture. By Steve Burgess, 11 Jun 2010 Albert Maysles, King of the Rock Doc The genius documentary maker on Mick Jagger, concert mayhem, emotional honesty, and more. By Steve Burgess, 28 May 2010 'Robin Hood' Gladiator meets Friar Tuck, and did Monty Python touch up this script? By Steve Burgess, 14 May 2010 How about Those Canucks? Cough, Cough What in the name of Jiri Bubla is going on with our goddamn hockey team? By Steve Burgess, 23 Apr 2010 'Clash of the Titans' Why just in time for Easter? And do Greek gods look better without glasses? By Steve Burgess, 2 Apr 2010 Why 'Breaking Bad' Is So Good Pitch black and often funny, the show wouldn't work here. We have health care. By Steve Burgess, 26 Mar 2010 'A Prophet' Great story, great acting, Oscar nominated and French. This prison yarn surely ranks among the year's best films. By Steve Burgess, 12 Mar 2010 This Was an Olympics of the Streets It was at Vancouver's ground zero where protests urged change, police behaved, and throngs celebrated. By Steve Burgess, 1 Mar 2010 As Vancouver Waits, It Skates On eve of Olympics, some of us are bitter, some exultant, and some just glide along. By Steve Burgess, 12 Feb 2010 Can This Onion Ring Get More Fans Than Harper? Yep! By Steve Burgess, 4 Feb 2010 'Darfur' This time, with his clear depiction of massacre, director Uwe Boll is no joke. By Steve Burgess, 29 Jan 2010 'Book of Eli' Some apocalypses are worse than others. By Steve Burgess, 15 Jan 2010 'Avatar' Thanks to James Cameron, Hollywood special effects march on. Hollywood scripts, not so much. By Steve Burgess, 18 Dec 2009 'The Road' Bring provisions for the trip. We're in post-apocalypse-vérité territory. By Steve Burgess, 27 Nov 2009 'Twilight: New Moon' Herein lies 'the most irrelevant movie review in history.' By Steve Burgess, 20 Nov 2009 Vancouver's Asian Film Fest Is Nothing to Sneeze at It showcases Canadian and US filmmakers of Asian descent, and the audience is growing. By Steve Burgess, 6 Nov 2009 'Coco Avant Chanel' Biopic of fashion genius could have been taken out a little in the end. By Steve Burgess, 23 Oct 2009 'A Serious Man' The Coen brothers' latest drops Job into a Minnesota suburb in 1967. Nihilism ensues. By Steve Burgess, 16 Oct 2009 'Hell's Kitchen' Claims about Araxi a Tad Overdone Cooking show says winner gets to be 'head chef' at a top Whistler restaurant. Actually, no. By Steve Burgess, 13 Oct 2009 Michael Moore, Yesterday's Manic His political spin jobs once seemed needed. Now they're just part of America's very bad problem. By Steve Burgess, 24 Sep 2009 Hollywood Hijacks History Special effects and Tarantino-sized egos mean anything goes, even in the past. By Steve Burgess, 11 Sep 2009 'Mad Men' Still Crazy Good What's that cheater Don Draper going to sell us next? Maybe his downfall. By Steve Burgess, 28 Aug 2009 Stay out of 'District 9' Looked cool in trailer, but random mess just alienates a thinking human. By Steve Burgess, 14 Aug 2009 A Song for Marco How I found myself crooning a Scottish ballad to an Italian vendor. By Steve Burgess, 13 Aug 2009 John Hughes, Breeder of the Pack He made Dubya's favourite film and spawned the Brat Pack. Don't hate him for it. By Steve Burgess, 10 Aug 2009 Vancouver’s Japanese community torn over where best to celebrate roots By Steve Burgess, 4 Aug 2009 Hot Enough? I tell myself don't sweat it. Grandma's rickety fan has other ideas. By Steve Burgess, 3 Aug 2009 'Funny People' Apatow plus Rogen plus Sandler plus cancer. Are you laughing? By Steve Burgess, 31 Jul 2009 'Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince' Still a great ride, the Hogwarts Express chugs down a long, dark tunnel. By Steve Burgess, 16 Jul 2009 At the World's Wildest Horse Race Can't stay away from Palio, Siena's bareback passion play. By Steve Burgess, 10 Jul 2009 Italians, Dark and Sunny Tobias Jones got them right: corrupt, partisan, maddening... and bellissimo. By Steve Burgess, 19 Jun 2009 My Roman Holiday When there, I do my best to party as the Romans do. By Steve Burgess, 5 Jun 2009 'Terminator Salvation' It's the end of the world as we've known it (in previous films). By Steve Burgess, 22 May 2009 'Star Trek' Kirk was a jerk. Spock was mocked. Who knew? By Steve Burgess, 8 May 2009 'Gomorrah' & 'State of Play' What's your pleasure? Tawdry Neopolitans or hard drinking Irish heroics? By Steve Burgess, 17 Apr 2009 Feeling Asia's Pain Hard days for the barista, hotelier, airline exec or finance minister. By Steve Burgess, 20 Mar 2009 Seeking Happiness in Bhutan Notes from a few days in the land that forgot about GDP. By Steve Burgess, 9 Mar 2009 'Watchmen' Good flick. Let the nerditude begin. By Steve Burgess, 6 Mar 2009 Kathmandu Kicks Some Ass A film made its Buddhists mad, and you don't want to do that. By Steve Burgess, 20 Feb 2009 Singapore Loosens Up Our intrepid columnist is back on the road, with tales of the 'One-Eyed Dragon.' By Steve Burgess, 30 Jan 2009 'Defiance' and 'Waltz with Bashir' As Israel attacks Gaza, Hollywood offers Jews fighting Nazis. By Steve Burgess, 16 Jan 2009 'The Wrestler' Wins Big Mickey Rourke's brilliant, if not so triumphant, return. By Steve Burgess, 9 Jan 2009 Bush to Pardon Self Might just be the smartest thing he's ever done. By Steve Burgess, 30 Dec 2008 'The Curious Case of Benjamin Button' Brad Pitt in rubber jowls. You know what's coming. By Steve Burgess, 24 Dec 2008 2008: A Few Good Films In an unfortunate year, here are my lucky seven. By Steve Burgess, 12 Dec 2008 'Milk' Martyrs can be messy, but not in this paen to a murdered gay politician. By Steve Burgess, 28 Nov 2008 'Quantum of Solace' Get out of there Bond! This thing is gonna blow! By Steve Burgess, 14 Nov 2008 Clint's Latest Shows He's the 'Changeling' And Dirty Harry should punish him for it. By Steve Burgess, 31 Oct 2008 Dion is done; sew on a new head By Steve Burgess, 14 Oct 2008 Biden vs. Palin: Who Won? One gambled on the firepower of folksy sound bites. By Steve Burgess, 3 Oct 2008 'The Duchess' Love among the big wigs, and very tight pantaloons. By Steve Burgess, 26 Sep 2008 Talking Politics in a Nevada Brothel In this desert outpost, Obama and McCain barely stand a chance. By Steve Burgess, 24 Sep 2008 'Burn After Reading' Brad Pitt's so famous he makes the perfect doofus. By Steve Burgess, 12 Sep 2008 Nostalgia TV Surfing time-travel channels, from 'Mad Men' to 'Shogun.' By Steve Burgess, 22 Aug 2008 'Tropic Thunder' Stiller's multi-personality parody is at war with itself. By Steve Burgess, 13 Aug 2008 'The Mummy: Tomb of the Dragon Emperor' This is how sequels get a bad wrap. By Steve Burgess, 1 Aug 2008 Do Go Gentle into this 'Dark Knight' It might be the best superhero film ever made. By Steve Burgess, 18 Jul 2008 'Hellboy II' Can he use his terrible strength for good? Or even mediocre? By Steve Burgess, 11 Jul 2008 Not a Very Nice Day The French port welcomes me with blood on the street. By Steve Burgess, 8 Jul 2008 'Get Smart' Something about 86 and 99 doesn't add up. By Steve Burgess, 20 Jun 2008 Pyramids? What's the Point? Random (very random) exchanges in old Cairo. By Steve Burgess, 18 Jun 2008 In Jerusalem, Revelations What I learned gabbing my way through the Old City. By Steve Burgess, 2 Jun 2008 Bagged in Paris How do you say, 'I'm not an idiot, I'm just tired'? By Steve Burgess, 21 May 2008 Iron Man Flattens Speed Racer Proving even comic book movies need brains over flash. By Steve Burgess, 9 May 2008 Glued to the Playoffs on CNN The roughest sport is on. Hockey can wait. By Steve Burgess, 25 Apr 2008 Bring Us the Head of Dave Nonis! Or, um, maybe that doesn't really fix the Canucks. By Steve Burgess, 15 Apr 2008 So Long Charlton Heston, Jules Dassin Holy Moses, we lost two much-imitated cinema greats. By Steve Burgess, 11 Apr 2008 No Sex Please, We're Tories For Bill C-10, the C stands for censorship. By Steve Burgess, 28 Mar 2008 Big Yuks with David Duchovny Poor guy can't solve his weird relationship with BC. By Steve Burgess, 14 Mar 2008 In Seoul, Armed and Generous Schmoozed by South Korea's friendly troops. By Steve Burgess, 4 Mar 2008 Truly, TV's Tawdriest Hour Fox's 'Moment of Truth' takes the game show to new abysses. By Steve Burgess, 29 Feb 2008 Poetry of Seoul A little 'word steak' carved from my Korean menu. By Steve Burgess, 12 Feb 2008 Japan Has Slow Trains, Too And I'm in a hurry for hot tai-yaki! By Steve Burgess, 6 Feb 2008 In Bangkok, a Hungry Quest Find pad thai on a tuk-tuk? Good luck-luck. By Steve Burgess, 29 Jan 2008 Manila, No Place for Chickens Prime time on the cockfight channel. By Steve Burgess, 17 Jan 2008 'Charlie Wilson's War' Nichols and Sorkin find a funny Bin Laden back story. By Steve Burgess, 21 Dec 2007 'I Am Legend' Will Smith, all alone in the big dead city. By Steve Burgess, 14 Dec 2007 'I'm Not There' Dylan biopic sinks like a wobbly, misshapen rolling stone. By Steve Burgess, 30 Nov 2007 Bike Sexuals Suddenly, a new group is persecuted by Big Brother. By Steve Burgess, 20 Nov 2007 'No Country for Old Men' Flip of the Coens lands on the good side. By Steve Burgess, 16 Nov 2007 'American Gangster' Ridley Scott's latest could use more tough love. By Steve Burgess, 2 Nov 2007 Blame the Uniforms? The Canucks were supposed to be good, right? By Steve Burgess, 26 Oct 2007 TMZ, Sleaze Central Website, TV show open the gates of celebrity hell. By Steve Burgess, 12 Oct 2007 The Kingdom Boffo, jaw-jaw, bang-bang movie for politicos. By Steve Burgess, 1 Oct 2007 What Can 'Mad Men' Tell Us? Smart TV show recalls when men were men, and women weren't glad. By Dorothy Woodend and Steve Burgess, 21 Sep 2007 Terror Schlock They're making a mint on 9-11. By Steve Burgess, 11 Sep 2007 'Shoot 'Em Up' Needs Taking Out Even smart, sexy stars can get it wrong. By Steve Burgess, 7 Sep 2007 Coffee Hits $15 at the Pump How far will they push addicts like me? By Steve Burgess, 20 Aug 2007 'Your Mommy Kills Animals' And guess what 'Mr. Hands' does with them? By Steve Burgess, 17 Aug 2007 Karl Rove Is Just in Hiding Ready for his next smear job on US Democrats. By Steve Burgess, 14 Aug 2007 'Killer of Sheep' Cult film with a title like that can't be all baaa, right? By Steve Burgess, 8 Aug 2007 When TV Goes Hollywood Can an empire like 'Simpsons' really keep the magic? By Steve Burgess, 27 Jul 2007 Stone Barbers and Boorish Yanks My outside-the-guide travels in Rome. By Steve Burgess, 17 Jul 2007 Darkest, Harryiest, Most Political Potter 'Order of the Phoenix' rises. By Steve Burgess, 13 Jul 2007 Ciao! My divorce and honeymoon in Rome. By Steve Burgess, 10 Jul 2007 Austria's Music Box Vienna, unbombed, remains perfectly perfect. By Steve Burgess, 2 Jul 2007 French Castle Fatigue Tourism can ruin treasures, non? By Steve Burgess, 25 Jun 2007 My Apology to Paris Love your city, not your museums. By Steve Burgess, 18 Jun 2007 Awards on Steroids Meet the new generation of 'winners.' By Steve Burgess, 22 May 2007 Has 'Shrek' Cash Machine Run Dry? No shortage of dollars, just of sense. By Steve Burgess, 18 May 2007 Upgrading the Canucks Trade Naslund? What's it gonna take? By Steve Burgess, 8 May 2007 No Web of Intrigue 'Spidey 3' is full of bugs. By Steve Burgess, 4 May 2007 Canucks Win First Round Just like we probably shouldn't have said they would. By Steve Burgess, 24 Apr 2007 Mark Steyn's Latest Victims Massacres prompt pundit to slag old folks, paraplegics and dead students. By Steve Burgess, 24 Apr 2007 When Souls ‘Fracture’ Legal flick weighs wealth and virtue. By Steve Burgess, 20 Apr 2007 Now Do You Believe? If Oprah's right, Canucks are going all the way. By Steve Burgess, 18 Apr 2007 Love Cheese? Try 'Grindhouse' But schlock is tastier with less Tarantino sauce. By Steve Burgess, 6 Apr 2007 Don't Cha Believe in Hoochie Female Empowerment? The 'Pussycat Dolls' blur reality TV feminism. By Steve Burgess, 23 Mar 2007 Comic Book Film for Dubya In '300,' macho Spartans whup pesky Persians. By Steve Burgess, 9 Mar 2007 Home Is Where the Hair Is Scariest thing about travelling? Foreign hairdressers. By Steve Burgess, 5 Mar 2007 The Tyee's Own Oscars Who really won? George W., dresses and lesbians, among others. By Dorothy Woodend, Steve Burgess and Shannon Rupp, 26 Feb 2007 How to Cure Travel Fatigue Hint: not fireworks. By Steve Burgess, 22 Feb 2007 They're Baaack! Big creepy spiders are crawling into my life again. By Steve Burgess, 13 Feb 2007 Soda Pop Gods How riots, food and patriots keep Bangkok bubbling. By Steve Burgess, 6 Feb 2007 'The Noodle of Prejudice' My list of delicious Japanese language treats. By Steve Burgess, 31 Jan 2007 Memoirs of My Geisha Search And what I really discovered in Gion. By Steve Burgess, 24 Jan 2007 Burgess in Tokyo Adrift in a land awash in wireless TV. By Steve Burgess, 16 Jan 2007 Burgess's Top 2006 Flicks Pearls in a swinish movie year. By Steve Burgess, 29 Dec 2006 Burgess’ Top TV of 2006 Head to the video store. By Steve Burgess, 15 Dec 2006 Burgess's Top 10 Classic Flicks Movies to hunker down with. By Steve Burgess, 1 Dec 2006 Bond. Blond Bond. Daniel Craig is right full hair to 007 saga. By Steve Burgess, 17 Nov 2006 Borat Makes Me Cringe And I like. By Steve Burgess, 3 Nov 2006 Royal Pains 'The Queen' and all her kooky clan, even the corgis. By Steve Burgess, 20 Oct 2006 Belly up to ‘Trailer Park Boys’ Like all great works, it’s about the power of change. By Steve Burgess, 6 Oct 2006 'All the King's Men' Goes South The film itself operates like a sleazy politician. By Steve Burgess, 22 Sep 2006 Still Plugged into 'The Wire' Cop series is simply the best thing on TV. By Steve Burgess, 15 Sep 2006 'Hollywoodland': Why Go There? Why real-life whodunits end up Hollywood bland. By Steve Burgess, 8 Sep 2006 Dark Days for Canadian Film Bad scripts + coddling critics = crap culture. By Steve Burgess, 25 Aug 2006 Oliver Stone's Churchy 'World Trade Center' Jesus shows up on 9/11. By Steve Burgess, 9 Aug 2006 Pirates Kick Superhero Butt Their secret weapon? The rollick. By Steve Burgess, 21 Jul 2006 Mourning Pink Floyd's Muse The 'tattooed brain' of Syd Barrett. By Steve Burgess, 12 Jul 2006 Burgess Down the Stretch in Italy Final notes, including a fervent, farewell "po po po." By Steve Burgess, 11 Jul 2006 Evading McTuscany Burgess leans into the undiscovered Italy. By Steve Burgess, 27 Jun 2006 Burgess Survives Explosion in Istanbul Or so his story will go. By Steve Burgess, 21 Jun 2006 Burgess Joins the Yankee Jet Set Fool's luck in beautiful Amalfi. By Steve Burgess, 15 Jun 2006 The Joy of ZZZZZZZZ… In praise of sleep, my chief luxury. By Steve Burgess, 7 Jun 2006 Fall of the Roman Empire Now the men dress like barbarians. By Steve Burgess, 6 Jun 2006 The Da Vinci Formula So little sex, but so many climaxes! By Steve Burgess, 20 May 2006 Trailer Trash Handy planner for summer moviegoers. And avoiders. By Steve Burgess, 19 May 2006 Das Boot Kaput 'Poseidon' wants to be taken seriously. Serious problem. By Steve Burgess, 15 May 2006 In Defense of 'United 93' It's uplifting, the film Oliver Stone can't make. By Steve Burgess, 5 May 2006 Hockey Playoff Gods Are Jokers So Edmonton beats Detroit. Naturally. By Steve Burgess, 2 May 2006 'Da Vinci Code,' The Flick Another missed opportunity for the gospel truth. By Steve Burgess, 21 Apr 2006 Trade Naslund And other tough prescriptions for the finished Canucks. By Steve Burgess, 14 Apr 2006 Why 'Brick' Is Slick 'Teen noir,' perfectly executed. By Steve Burgess, 13 Apr 2006 Chop! Chop! CTV's helicopter auto-rotates the news. By Steve Burgess, 29 Mar 2006 So Long, Buckaroo Owens' brand of twang and hokey lyrics ain't 'round no more. By Steve Burgess, 28 Mar 2006 Oscar the Screw-up When was the last time he got it right? By Steve Burgess, 3 Mar 2006 Burgess Is Back What he's learned about porn, planes and people. By Steve Burgess, 2 Mar 2006 Burgess Meets a Monster Fear, death and arachnophobia in Sulawesi. By Steve Burgess, 22 Feb 2006 Shadows and Light in Bali Terrorism's pall can't obscure the kindness of Ubudian strangers. By Steve Burgess, 14 Feb 2006 Name's Bond. Steve Bond. In certain corners of Bangkok, I'm a dashing celeb. By Steve Burgess, 7 Feb 2006 Burgess Chews on Singapore Hey bro, don't step in the 'Tyee!' By Steve Burgess, 26 Jan 2006 Burgess Is Back on the Road And trying not to get 'Shanghaied' in Shanghai. By Steve Burgess, 17 Jan 2006 Curious Kong One very high tech, fat and dumb monkey. By Steve Burgess, 19 Dec 2005 Here Comes the CBC Doughnut Campaign If last night is the measure, it's gonna be a long one. By Steve Burgess, 29 Nov 2005 When Did Late Night TV Lose its Smarts? Another anchor reels in and sails off. By Steve Burgess, 24 Nov 2005 'Alone in the Wilderness' Series follows the handiest man making everything from scratch. By Steve Burgess, 22 Nov 2005 Anchors Away! Out with aw-shucks Aaron, in with cool Cooper. By Steve Burgess, 16 Nov 2005 Pigging out on HBO 'Deadwood' and other addictive DVD sweets. By Steve Burgess, 14 Nov 2005 Who Needs a Sexy Party Anyway? Gauging the zest of Vancouver's film fest fests. By Steve Burgess, 17 Oct 2005 Martha's New Show Is Criminal NBC needs to apprentice in TV show planning. By Steve Burgess, 7 Oct 2005 You'll Eat up 'Grizzly Man' Werner Herzog's documentary probes the sanity of bears' best friend. By Steve Burgess, 3 Oct 2005 Dude, Take a Thrill Pill 'Invasion' and 'Prison Break' sagas sagging already. By Steve Burgess, 22 Sep 2005 I'm a 'Carnivale' Freak It's weirder than The PNE on acid. By Steve Burgess, 30 Aug 2005 Governor General Me I'm liking my chances next time around. By Steve Burgess, 8 Aug 2005 Lou Dobbs and the Canadian Menace CNN host bores in on the BC drug tunnel and more threats. By Steve Burgess, 4 Aug 2005 Ahhh, Summer in Manitoba Burgess braves blood sucking monsters in search of Brandon bliss. By Steve Burgess, 2 Aug 2005 So Long, Long John Blues legend Baldry was a natural front man, pushed to the back. By Steve Burgess, 25 Jul 2005 The Monolith and I Are Home Burgess returns and begins unpacking his monstrous suitcase. By Steve Burgess, 14 Jul 2005 Burgess Takes in the Sea Fest Destined to be the next big thing? Maybe not so much? By Steve Burgess, 9 Jul 2005 Burgess Braves Italy's Grunge City In Naples, tots ride motorbikes and wield crayon weapons. By Steve Burgess, 6 Jul 2005 Emperor Larry Like Caesar or Senator Palpatine, Mayor Campbell could sweep back on bigger terms. By Steve Burgess, 30 Jun 2005 Going It Alone in Cinque Terre Neurotic Steve. Simpatico Steve. Who will win? By Steve Burgess, 29 Jun 2005 This Barcelona Place Is Great! And Burgess finds women friendly in Milan, too. By Steve Burgess, 22 Jun 2005 Stalked, the Casbah Burgess the neon tourist wanders Fes and Marrakech. By Steve Burgess, 16 Jun 2005 Burgess in Tangier: Fresh Prey Right off the boat, the Canadian meets some helpful locals. By Steve Burgess, 9 Jun 2005 Burgess in Rolling Purgatory Undo that seatbelt! And other Spanish train etiquette. By Steve Burgess, 7 Jun 2005 Granada, End of the Hippie Trail Burgess beholds the Alhambra, gets in line. By Steve Burgess, 1 Jun 2005 Tapas? Tricked Ya! And other encounters with the proud Spanish culture. By Steve Burgess, 25 May 2005 Burgess Skips Town Again Now he’s in Europe. First postcard: ‘Christian Train Camp’. By Steve Burgess, 17 May 2005 When ‘The Shield’ Is Just Too Shiny For cop shows with complex hero/villains, I’m down to ‘The Wire.’ By Steve Burgess, 9 May 2005 Corn! Soup! Dirt! And other musical triumphs of modern TV advertising. By Steve Burgess, 27 Apr 2005 The Junkie Show A&E’s creepy ‘Intervention’ is truly addictive reality television. By Steve Burgess, 19 Apr 2005 Help! I Live in Lorne Mayencourt’s ‘Hood! When politicians vow to kick ‘living ass’, where can a trembling West Ender hide? By Steve Burgess, 11 Apr 2005 Sin City? Absolve Yourself And pray someone can do better that with newfangled CGI. By Steve Burgess, 4 Apr 2005 All-Schiavo TV The latest media sensation is news for people who don’t like news. By Steve Burgess, 28 Mar 2005 Our Man in Asia Comes Home Second thoughts on Vietnam while counting the hotel hair products booty. By Steve Burgess, 18 Mar 2005 Holiday in Cambodia Burgess brightens up, until the Genocide Museum. By Steve Burgess, 11 Mar 2005 Escape from Vietnam Can a person be allergic to a country? By Steve Burgess, 7 Mar 2005 Cry of the Broken Romantic How Hunter S. Thompson saved me from the 70s. By Steve Burgess, 1 Mar 2005 Vietnamese Driving Lessons Traffic is normal today on the Saigon-Pan Thiet highway. Hang onto your lunch. By Steve Burgess, 28 Feb 2005 Burgess and the Red Dragon In Can Tho, coffee is more expensive with a dose of sad comedy. By Steve Burgess, 18 Feb 2005 Burgess and the Big Night Out It’s a new year in the former Saigon, and the smoke, the explosions and Mylar fish are just as they ought to be. By Steve Burgess, 11 Feb 2005 Walkabout with Hanoi Steve On the streets are many faces but one refrain: “Help me. Help you. Help me.” By Steve Burgess, 4 Feb 2005 Burgess in Bangkok A postcard from where wanderlust meets standard midlife neuroses. By Steve Burgess, 28 Jan 2005 Dispatch from Hong Kong Just ahead of the P.M.’s arrival, our man Burgess files this, uh, report. By Steve Burgess, 21 Jan 2005 Forced to Watch: Too Much Sex The smug divas of Sex and the City just wore me out. Gotta wonder, is HBO good for Canada? By Steve Burgess, 30 Dec 2004 Home for the Holidays: Why? I ask myself that every year. And make the same tortuous trek. By Steve Burgess, 27 Dec 2004 Hello Dark Ages Genghis Zahn at CNN? Is ‘Survivor’ worth saving? And other tele-musings. By Steve Burgess, 20 Dec 2004 Winnie Their Pooh A Brit wrote the book, not us. So why do we keep flogging a dead bear? By Steve Burgess, 13 Dec 2004 My Greatest Canadian? Sorry, Not Terry Fox Hint: In the great Canuck tradition, my choice is running off to the U.S. to make it big. By Steve Burgess, 25 Nov 2004 It's Branson Vs. Trump as Centuries Clash Two new reality shows invade; our intrepid correspondent succumbs. By Steve Burgess, 22 Nov 2004 Bushed! It Couldn't Be Worse Politics, truth, justice and the American Way are currently incompatible. By Steve Burgess, 9 Nov 2004 Team America’s Free Fire Zone A refreshingly vulgar satire of the usual puppets on screen. By Steve Burgess, 18 Oct 2004 Big on 'DIG!' Darkly hilarious, this may be the best rock documentary I’ve seen. By Steve Burgess, 15 Oct 2004 The Hogwarts School of Debate The presidential debates are like the game of Quidditch. Where does Dubya get his mojo powers? By Steve Burgess, 13 Oct 2004 Say it Again, Dubya! Kerry was the better debater last night. But Bush proved long ago how to lose arguments and win anyway. By Steve Burgess, 1 Oct 2004 Why PBS Can't Save America U.S. Public TV scrambles grating gurus, dead singers and major exposes no one sees. By Steve Burgess, 30 Sep 2004 How to Soften Hockey Withdrawal Would I put my foot in it by suggesting soccer? By Steve Burgess, 22 Sep 2004 Better Dumb TV, through Science! OK, if a gnarly croc fought a Great White, who'd win? Animal Face-off seeks answers our greatest minds (past age ten) have ignored. By Steve Burgess, 14 Jun 2004 The Jackass Effect Why I watch the evil spawn of Candid Camera that punk'd our culture. By Steve Burgess, 2 Jun 2004 My Favourite Soap Opera It's Winter Love Song, a tortured, trashy Korean masterpiece on Shaw's Multicultural Channel. By Steve Burgess, 21 May 2004 Dude! Where's My Chariot? Don't send a boy toy to Troy. And other musings about today's zero heroes. By Steve Burgess, 17 May 2004 CanWest's Clumsy Vendetta against CBC The more the National Post cries bias, the more oddly obsessed it appears By Steve Burgess, 10 May 2004 'Restaurant' Feeds My Addiction But despicable 'Swan' flutters my stomach with a moral quandary. By Steve Burgess, 6 May 2004 Forced to Watch: Canucks on Sportsnet Announcer Jim Hughson goes easy on the Canucks, but at least he knows Mats Sundin plays for someone else By Steve Burgess, 8 Mar 2004 They Killed TV's Fun Couple Fiona Forbes and Michael Eckford were morning TV's best hosts until CityTV execs forced a divorce. What would Moses say? By Steve Burgess, 23 Feb 2004 Forced to Watch: Gas Jokes Who says Canada can't produce a decent sitcom? Brent Butt's Corner Gas pumps out laughs. By Steve Burgess, 23 Feb 2004 Forced to Watch: God Does Sitcoms Vancouver's new religious channel looks like regular prime time, until the commentators examine the shows from a Christian point of view By Steve Burgess, 9 Feb 2004 Forced To Watch: More Reality TV I said I believed in Reality. I didn't say I liked all of it. By Steve Burgess, 4 Feb 2004 Forced to Watch: Reality TV From The Donald to 'America's Top Model', a lot of it I like. For real. By Steve Burgess, 26 Jan 2004 Bashing Japan: People Love It! Let it slip that you hate Sofia Coppola's film 'Lost in Translation' and readers demand an explanation. Here it is. By Steve Burgess, 13 Jan 2004 Forced To Watch: A Dumb Undertaking Everyone says Six Feet Under is the new Sopranos. Fuggettaboutit. By Steve Burgess, 6 Jan 2004 Forced to Watch "Muurrrdeeerrrrr" City Confidential's pulpy narration makes it the guiltiest pleasure on crime-soaked TV. By Steve Burgess, 17 Dec 2003 LNG a chance, not a windfall, says BC throne speech Postmedia could soon own almost every English newspaper in Canada. What could possibly go wrong? VIEW: Voting for your principles is 'strategic voting' Petition opposes BC's 'potential muzzling' of non-profits More troubles for BC's big LNG plans Tirade at Tyee by immigration minister's top aide analyzed tweet by tweet Government slow to respond to FOIs? No need to tell Bob Mackin Converting ferries to LNG will save money, reduce fares: CEO See more » Tyee Video Picks Submitted by Tyee staff, Today Last chance to see 'The Vancouver Asahi' baseball story at VIFF. Where do these videos come from? From you. Suggest one here! Most Popular Can 'Cuisine' Make a Better School Lunch? Don't Give Postmedia More Local Monopolies What I Saw with a German Tour of the Oilsands Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign First Nations 'Front and Centre Now': Pierre Christy Clark's No Pro at LNG Poker For Kids, the Meal Is the Message How Much Do You Trust Canada's Wireless Giants? Most Emailed Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign For Kids, the Meal Is the Message Understanding Harper's Evangelical Mission Who'd Be a School Trustee in 2014? Why New Euro-Canada Treaty Is a Gift to Oil Firms BC Filmmaking Duo Passes the Acid Test We Must Heed Naomi Klein's Call China Deal Trumps Province, First Nations on Energy Projects: Treaty Expert Fired Researcher Who Killed Self Was Evaluating Drug Backed by Clark Climate Warriors Must Forge Stronger Alliances, Now Reported Elsewhere Postmedia could soon own almost every English newspaper in Canada (via DeSmog) Petronas CEO warns of 15-year delay to BC LNG project (via G&M) BC government apologizes for firing worker who later killed himself (via the Victoria Times-Colonist) From Tibet to Taiwan, China's outer regions watch Hong Kong protests intently (via the New York Times) It's a shame Jean-Claude Duvalier died a free man, says ex-UN prosecutor (via CBC News) Vancouver's cabbies take aim at Uber (via The Province) Keurig's coffee supremacy challenged by Canadian firm (via Yahoo! News) North and South Korea 'agree to talks' (via BBC News) See more » Your BC: The Tyee's Photo Pool Join The Tyee's Flickr group » View previous selections » Most Commented What I Saw with a German Tour of the Oil Sands (132 comments) Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign (76 comments) 'The Environment Is the Economy': MP Weston (106 comments) Fired Researcher Who Killed Self Was Evaluating Drug Backed by Clark (57 comments) Climate Warriors Must Forge Stronger Alliances, Now (53 comments) ISIS Threat: Let's Refuse to be Scared (79 comments) We Must Heed Naomi Klein's Call (309 comments) Christy Clark's No Pro at LNG Poker (38 comments) Six Steps to Protect Canadians from Flaws in China Trade Deal (128 comments) How Labour Unions Make Us Healthier (31 comments) About The Tyee National Pool Contributors Advertise Contact Funding Jobs Master Classes Privacy Policy Submissions Support The Tyee News Culture Opinion National Mediacheck Solutions Video Publications Tyee News Weekly Archives The Hook Other BC Blogs Reported Elsewhere Steve Burgess Murray Dobbin Michael Geist Crawford Kilian Rafe Mair Andrew Nikiforuk Shannon Rupp Bill Tieleman Dorothy Woodend Follow The Tyee Subscribe by email Subscribe by RSS Tyee Mobile App Managed Hosting by Gossamer Threads × Share article via email Send this article to: Your email address: Your message: Would you like to receive The Tyee's headlines free by email? Yes, every day. Yes, once a week. I already subscribe. No, thanks. Submit Show form again » Close)
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(20141006,www.straight.com,http://www.straight.com/news/731541/sites/all/modules/contrib/ctools/css/ctools.css,404 Not Found Not Found The requested URL "/news/731541/sites/all/modules/contrib/ctools/css/ctools.css" was not found on this server.)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/linda-reimer/gtm.js/,Linda Reimer for Port Moody-Coquitlam - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Linda Reimer A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Port Moody-Coquitlam Support Linda BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media LindaReimerMLA last tweet "RT @janna_yvr: Way2go PoCo MT @naomiyamamoto Finalist 4 Open 4 Bus. Award @CityofPoCo http://t.co/nW1ude9IXY @TriCitiesCoC @douglas_horne @…" @LindaReimerMLA - 02:11am Follow @LindaReimerMLA BC Liberal Party last post "The Best in the West! #GOCanucksGO " facebook/BCLiberals - Sep 29th Like BC Liberal Party Linda Reimer was elected MLA for Port Moody-Coquitlam on May 14, 2013, and currently serves as Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Community, Sport and Cultural Development for Communities. Prior to being elected to the Legislative Assembly, Linda served two terms as a Coquitlam City Councillor. Linda was a representative on the Tri-City Planning Partnership and the Coquitlam Public Library Board. She was also Vice Chair of the Maillardville Commercial and Cultural Revitalization Advisory Committee and Chair of the Coquitlam City Multiculturalism Advisory Committee. Linda served as alternate on the former Metro Vancouver Labour Relations Bureau and the Lower Mainland Treaty Advisory Committee and was also Chair of the School District 43 City-School Board Liaison Committee. She also served for four-and-a-half years as an appointed Councillor with the BC College of Teachers. Linda is a graduate of Simon Fraser University with a major in business and a minor in criminology. She and her husband Les have been married for 30 years and have two grown sons, Gord and Bill. Get in touch with Linda Port Moody - Coquitlam Constituency Office Suite 203-130 Brew Street Port Moody, BC V3H O3E Phone: (604) 469-5430 Fax: (604) 469-5435 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 387-2203 Email Linda Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141003,www.facebook.com,https://www.facebook.com/SupportBCTeachers2014/photos/pb.1438645646389768.-2207520000.1412360587./1485560755031590/XUIContextualDialog.react?_fb_noscript=1,Page Not Found | Facebook For a better experience on Facebook, enable JavaScript in your browser, or switch to our mobile site. Facebook logo Email or Phone Password Keep me logged in Forgot your password? Sign Up Sorry, this page isn't available The link you followed may be broken, or the page may have been removed. Go back to the previous page · Go to the Facebook homepage · Visit the Help Center Mobile Find Friends Badges People Pages Places Games Locations About Create Ad Create Page Developers Careers Privacy Cookies Terms Help Facebook © 2014 · English (US))
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141007,www.reddit.com,http://www.reddit.com/r/vancouver/distinguish/,vancouver: page not found jump to content my subreddits announcementsArtAskRedditaskscienceawwblogbookscreepydataisbeautifulDIYDocumentariesEarthPornexplainlikeimfiveFitnessfoodfunnyFuturologygadgetsgamingGetMotivatedgifshistoryIAmAInternetIsBeautifulJokesLifeProTipslistentothismildlyinterestingmoviesMusicnewsnosleepnottheonionOldSchoolCoolpersonalfinancephilosophyphotoshopbattlespicsscienceShowerthoughtsspacesportstelevisiontifutodayilearnedTwoXChromosomesUpliftingNewsvideosworldnewsWritingPromptsedit subscriptions front -all -random |  sports -television -dataisbeautiful -gaming -philosophy -food -news -aww -funny -history -AskReddit -worldnews -gadgets -nottheonion -creepy -Documentaries -videos -Fitness -Showerthoughts -LifeProTips -Art -EarthPorn -space -movies -Music -askscience -TwoXChromosomes -books -explainlikeimfive -WritingPrompts -GetMotivated -mildlyinteresting -photoshopbattles -OldSchoolCool -DIY -gifs -todayilearned -science -pics -personalfinance -IAmA -UpliftingNews -listentothis -InternetIsBeautiful -Jokes -nosleep -tifu -Futurologymore » reddit.com vancouver: page not found want to join? login or register in seconds| English reddit is a platform for internet communities where your votes shape what the world is talking about.learn more › page not found the page you requested does not exist about blog about team source code advertise jobs help wiki FAQ reddiquette rules contact us tools mobile firefox extension chrome extension buttons widget <3 reddit gold store redditgifts reddit AMA app reddit.tv radio reddit Use of this site constitutes acceptance of our User Agreement and Privacy Policy. © 2014 reddit inc. All rights reserved. REDDIT and the ALIEN Logo are registered trademarks of reddit inc. close this window you'll need to login or register to do that create a new account all it takes is a username and password privacy philosophy we limit data collected about you and your use of the platform, your personal information is never for sale, we use and disclose information to prevent people from abusing the platform, but we never disclose it for any other reason unless required by law. for more information, see our privacy policy. username:try anotheravailable! account recovery email:  (optional)we only send email at your request password: verify password: remember me create account is it really that easy? only one way to find out... login already have an account and just want to login? username: password: remember me recover password login close this window interface language English [en]العربية [ar]Беларуская мова [be]български език [bg]Bosanski [bs]català [ca]česky [cs]dansk [da]Deutsch [de]Ελληνικά [el]English (Australia) [en-au]English (Canadian) [en-ca]English (Great Britain) [en-gb]English [en-us]Esperanto [eo]español [es]español [es-ar]eesti keel [et]Euskara [eu]فارسی [fa]suomi [fi]français [fr]Gàidhlig [gd]עברית [he]मानक हिन्दी [hi]hrvatski [hr]Magyar [hu]Հայերեն լեզու [hy]Bahasa Indonesia [id]íslenska [is] (*)italiano (Italy) [it]日本語 [ja]ಕನ್ನಡ [kn_IN]한국어 [ko]Latin [la]1337 [leet]LOL [lol]lietuvių kalba [lt]latviešu valoda [lv]Nederlands [nl]Nynorsk [nn]Norsk [no]Arrrrrrrr! [pir]polski [pl]português [pt] (*)português [pt-pt]português brasileiro [pt_BR]română [ro]русский [ru]slovenčina [sk]slovenščina [sl]српски језик [sr]Srpski [sr-la]Svenska [sv]தமிழ் [ta]ภาษาไทย [th]Türkçe [tr]українська мова [uk]Tiếng Việt [vi]中文 [zh] (*) incomplete volunteer to translate π Rendered by PID 23825 on app-143 at 2014-10-07 21:52:28.070300+00:00 running ba6f5e0 country code: US.)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "Eid Mubarak to all those celebrating in BC!" @bcliberals - 06:52pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20140930,www.bcpsea.bc.ca,http://www.bcpsea.bc.ca/documents/hsw1_files/image003.jpg,IIS 7.5 Detailed Error - 404.0 - Not Found Server Error in Application "BCPSEA.BC.CA" Internet Information Services 7.5 Error Summary HTTP Error 404.0 - Not Found The resource you are looking for has been removed, had its name changed, or is temporarily unavailable. Detailed Error Information Module IIS Web Core Notification MapRequestHandler Handler StaticFile Error Code 0x80070002 Requested URL http://www.bcpsea.bc.ca:80/documents/hsw1_files/image003.jpg Physical Path C:\inetpub\vhosts\bcpsea.bc.ca\httpdocs\documents\hsw1_files\image003.jpg Logon Method Anonymous Logon User Anonymous Most likely causes: The directory or file specified does not exist on the Web server. The URL contains a typographical error. A custom filter or module, such as URLScan, restricts access to the file. Things you can try: Create the content on the Web server. Review the browser URL. Create a tracing rule to track failed requests for this HTTP status code and see which module is calling SetStatus. For more information about creating a tracing rule for failed requests, click here. Links and More Information This error means that the file or directory does not exist on the server. Create the file or directory and try the request again. View more information »)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141007,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/FassbenderMLA/status/376382362634190848?screen_name=FassbenderMLA&screen_name=FassbenderMLA&id=376382362634190848&id=376382362634190848,Peter Fassbender on Twitter: "Today is the BIG day!  Come visit us at the #FleetwoodFestival in beautiful #Surrey!  See you all there! http://t.co/SXrKfywNmA" Twitter Search query Search Twitter Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Language: English Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Have an account? Sign in New to Twitter? Join Today » Sign In Phone, email or username Password Sign in Remember me Forgot password? Already using Twitter via text message? Follow Following Unfollow Blocked Unblock Pending Cancel Peter FassbenderVerified account ‏ @FassbenderMLA 7 Sep 2013 Today is the BIG day! Come visit us at the #FleetwoodFestival in beautiful #Surrey! See you all there! http://fb.me/2n5joB3gt  Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Favorite 1 9:32 AM - 7 Sep 2013 Don’t miss any updates from Peter Fassbender © 2014 Twitter About Help Ads info Close Flag this media This has already been marked as containing sensitive content. Flag this as containing potentially illegal content. Submit Cancel Learn more about flagging media Dismiss Close Previous Next Close Go to a person's profile Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Close Retweet this to your followers? Cancel Retweet Close Are you sure you want to delete this Tweet? Cancel Delete Close Block Cancel Block Add a location to your Tweets When you tweet with a location, Twitter stores that location. You can switch location on/off before each Tweet and always have the option to delete your location history. Learn more Turn location on Not now Turn off location Close Profile summary Close Your lists Close Create a new list List name Description Under 100 characters, optional Privacy Public · Anyone can follow this list Private · Only you can access this list Save list Close Close Embed this Tweet Add this Tweet to your website by copying the code below. Learn more Hmm, there was a problem reaching the server. Try again? Include parent Tweet Include media Preview Close Sign up for Twitter Not on Twitter? Sign up, tune into the things you care about, and get updates as they happen. Have an account? Sign in » Close Two-way (sending and receiving) short codes: Country Code For customers of United States 40404 (any) Canada 21212 (any) United Kingdom 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM Haiti 40404 Digicel, Voila Ireland 51210 Vodafone, O2 India 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Indonesia 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » See SMS short codes for other countries Close Confirmation)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "Eid Mubarak to all those celebrating in BC!" @bcliberals - 06:52pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9148,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 19, Number 1, September 2006 Canadian and Chinese classrooms are different by Wenxing Zheng Having studied at Simon Fraser University as a master of education student for one year, I’ve had the chance to visit Canadian classes and compare them with the education I experienced in China. The following are 12 differences I found between the two countries. It needs to be said that these are general observations based on my experience and feelings. There are exceptions, of course, in both countries and among different students. Students in Canada are under less pressure than students in China. In China, most high school students spend more than 10 hours studying everyday with some students studying even longer, usually from 6:00 a.m. to 9:30 p.m. In Canada, teachers use diversified teaching methods in class, like role playing, and group work. In China we rarely use these kinds of pedagogies. Most of the time teachers are lecturing and students are busy taking notes. Teachers give students a lot of handouts in Canadian classes. Maybe this is the reason why students needn’t take notes here. Everything is on the handouts. In China we depend more on the course books and some exercise books. There are also some differences in the assignments teachers give. Canadian assignments are more practical and interesting. Students have to use their imagination to express their opinions. There are a lot of subjective factors for a student to consider in completing an assignment. Assignments in China are examination-orientated, tend to be based objectively on facts only, and are intended to focus on students’ memorization and analytical skills. In Canada, students can pursue their own interests. But in China, parents play a big role in determining what a student’s interests should be. Comparatively, and generally, in China students tend to excel in academic work because often students have to take extra academic classes after school, usually in math, English, and writing subjects. In Canada, students can pursue their own interests after school. In China, the classroom is for the students. Teachers go to different classrooms to teach. In Canada, the classroom is for the teacher. Students go to different classrooms to study. In Canada, teacher’s classrooms are designed in all kinds of styles according to the personality and subjects the teacher teaches. In classrooms in China, the classroom walls are hung with the portraits of famous people who have made great contributions to human development. In China, parents like teachers to give students difficult questions. In Canada, parents seem to prefer teachers to give students suitable questions. I don’t know whether it is a common phenomenon in Canada. I have a Canadian friend. Her daughter is in Grade 7. Several times, the teacher gave some difficult assignments, which frustrated the young girl. The parent was unhappy and talked to the teacher asking for easier assignments. Such things would never happen in China. There is only one teacher in a Chinese class, but in Canadian classes there may be a teacher, as well as a teaching assistant or co-teachers. Except for some schools in big cities, Chinese classrooms only have Chinese people. In Canadian classes there are students from different ethnic origins. In Canada, a teacher needs to have the skills to teach a diverse group. In Canadian classes, students from different grades may share a classroom. In China students only have classes with students in the same grade. Comparatively speaking, it is easier to become a teacher in China than in Canada. In my opinion, the differences between the two countries in education originate from conditions and cultural background of the two countries. Canada is a developed country. Its education has a lot of advantages that we lack in China. However, considering the different situations of the two countries, we cannot duplicate the Canadian education system in China. I realize that my observations are only limited to my personal experiences and opinions. But, interacting in two different education systems gives me the luxury of re-examining my own teaching philosophy in the context of the Chinese education system. Chinese education needs reform. In China, a lot of educators, teachers, and parents ask for that, but it is not an easy job, since we have a large population and comparatively limited education resources. We cannot make sure everybody has a university education, but we try to make sure every student has the equal chance to go to university. We once had a debate in class about whether we should use examinations or authentic tests to evaluate students. Authentic tests usually use portfolios to evaluate students. It looks at the whole learning process of the students, not only one-time examinations. The result is that authentic tests have all kinds of advantages compared to examinations, but currently in China, we cannot use them nationally. It costs more time and money. Basically we cannot afford them. I think we will change the examination-dominated education system gradually, but I don’t think we can dismiss it completely. Even in Canada I know, examination scores occupy 40% of student evaluation in Grade 12. The things I learned here will definitely help me when I go back to teach. I may not completely copy what I have learned from Canadian classes, but I will combine them with the situation in China. I think learning here gives me more choices in teaching and broadens my mind about education. Wenxing Zheng attended SFU as a master of education student for one year. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2014/09/tentative-agreement-yes-or-no.html?showComment0751410970701722,Staffroom Confidential: Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, September 16, 2014 Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Despite what I know was a herculean effort on the part of our bargaining team, I very much hope that BC teachers will vote no to the tentative agreement. After five weeks of strike, and twelve years of legal battles, this is not the deal that will restore sanity to public education and it is not a fair deal for teachers and students. Just as teachers in Saskatchewan rejected a deal to ensure a better outcome, I hope BC teachers will consider a no vote to let our team know we have to go back to the bargaining table. Class size, composition The agreement provided a modified LIF fund starting at $75 million per year and increasing to $85 by the last year. It is for teachers only, which will mean a slight improvement in Districts where sizeable portions were spent on Education Assistants or senior District staff rather than teachers. However, in an average size District like Victoria (20,000 students, 1,000 teachers), this will translate into about 5-10 more teachers. That is one for every five schools. To put it in comparison, Justice Griffin's judgement estimated the lost funding due to lost class size language at about $330 million in current dollars. (Read more here about the proposed Education Fund.) I heard so many teachers speak up about the need to ensure that we do not return to over-crowded classes when the strike ends. This agreement does very little to alleviate what is the most pressing issue. Throwing away the court victory The agreement provides a "reopener" in the event we win on appeal our class size language. What this means is that the language returns, but is not implemented until new language is negotiated. Without the actual implementation of the returned language, there will be very little incentive for the government to bargain it back. We would essentially be back in the very same position we are in today, with government trying to bargain it out and us trying to bargain it back in. In my opinion, even if we were legislated back to work we would be in a superior position. If we won the appeal the government would then be forced to implement the language. We are thus throwing away our historic court victory and the bargaining pressure it potentially creates. The reopener is really only mildly less offensive than E80. In both cases, we have to bargain back what was illegally taken from our contract and the government will probably never have to restore it. In fact, the "reopener" creates the perfect opportunity for government to lock us out to try and force us to agree to something far inferior. Throwing away the remedy for the last twelve years The agreement provides $105 million to compensate for grievances over-sized classes for the last twelve years. Using Justice Griffin's estimates, our loss is roughly $300 million times 12 = over $3 billion. I cannot fathom how $105 million is a fair compromise. The BCTF's original proposal to put this money back into the system was a more fair and productive approach. This agreement means we can no longer go to the courts for a fair remedy. Wages The agreement is very close to government's original offer. While I would be willing to accept this if the class size language was returned, teachers should not be taking such a significant monetary loss without the commensurate gain in working conditions. We have lost roughly 12% of our annual salary. We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut. Minimal improvements There are very minimal improvements in preparation time for elementary teachers (10 minutes per week), and TTOC daily rate. The TTOC daily rate change may depend on your grid placement. It could actually be a wage loss for long term TTOCs who are above category 5 and step 7. There is also $11 million in health and dental benefits. At 40,000 members, this is $275 each. Hardly worth consideration in the context of the rest of the agreement. What next? There are a variety of options if we vote no. We can continue the strike. We can choose to return to work and continue bargaining. We do not, and should not, accept an agreement that doesn't meet our needs and doesn't meet the needs of students and public education. When Saskatchewan teachers rejected the first deal which had 5.5% wage increases over four years, the second deal had 7.3% increases over four years. They have said this still isn't good enough. For us, our main issue is classroom conditions. We need to say this isn't good enough. The way to do that is to vote no. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 7:48 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 124 comments: Troy MooreSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:17 PM The EC recommendation states the open clause will be argued from restored language. However, selling our grievances for nothing as the 105 million is strike savings, is plenty of reason to vote no. Further, no composition caps, but a fund controlled by Superintendents is enough reason to vote no. Thursday I will vote no.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:06 PM Re-opener also says "education fund" in place until new language bargained, so old language can disappear forever.Delete Reply Mme RousseauSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:33 PM Government starved us to death hoping we'd vote yes to whatever deal they'd offer. Planned it from the start.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:07 PM We can sill choose (collectively) to return to work if we reject this deal. Many options.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:09 PM Great analysis, Tara! I think that returning to work would be a bad idea. This will frustrate parents more if they need to find new ways to deal with taking care fo kids. USe the money given to you by the other unions. I am a teacher who had to quit for stress over the terrible condition of work (split FI grade 4/5, several low LD kids with little support, one severe with no support, 2 gifted (no support), and a principal who expected me to teach 2 separate social studies AND science programs)Delete Reply Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:56 PM Good points by all but the gov't succeeded in starving my family out and completly breaking us. I will be voting YES and live to fight another dayReplyDelete Replies schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:21 PM 'Fight another day'? In the last twelve years that we have been pushing back against this government, never has the tide tide been so much with teachers, class size/composition, and public education - and never has the government been pushed back onto the ropes (especially with the call for binding arbitration). What 'other day' is being proposed that we wait for? Now is the time. Vote 'no' and give the BCTF bargaining team a renewed mandate to get a decent deal for students and teachers.Delete Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:10 PM "Another day" means to wake up and realize that 2more weeks means my family of 5 could lose our home. It means I will do all I can to recall Cc, Factbender, and other mla's, and maybe even having "a guy I know" have a chat with them. In year 1 of their reign, I don't believe they even know what "the ropes" are. I will vote YES ...for my family, and I can live with thatDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:12 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply Karen FergusonSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:03 PM Just a question: When the Saskatchewan teachers voted no, had they already been on strike for 5 weeks?ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM No. They are working with no contract. They are not on strike.Delete Shannon DavisSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:23 AM I am a Saskatchewan teacher. We are not on strike; we are currently in the conciliation process after voting "no" to 2 previous offersDelete Reply "Mama Rose"September 16, 2014 at 9:27 PM Can we truly return to work without agreeing and continue bargaining? When I suggested returning to work a few weeks ago, the answer was "being on strike puts pressure on the gov't and without pressure they have no reason to settle." And can you explain more how legislating us back would be better than agreeing to this deal? And finally, why would the BCTF executive put forward a deal that was not a good one?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:30 PM Because they need confirmation of the resolve of the membership to get something better. That is what a no vote does.Delete Reply Troylana MSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:28 PM some great points to ponder, tara......thinking thinking....ReplyDelete schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:43 PM If we vote 'no' to the tentative deal we still have options: We'd not have a contract. But we could... a) strike with full picket lines b) partially strike with phase 1 (work-to-rule) in schools c) partially strike with periodic/rotating job action d) continue negotiating e) return to work and re-escalate strike f) some/all of the above ReplyDelete Replies Caroline MackenzieSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:21 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:14 PM a) will expedite matters (I say less that 3 days)Delete Reply danabjornsonSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:05 PM I am thinking that a legislated, crappier contract would only be in effect for 2 years max (before elections...). If we take this offer, then we will be agreeing to this pseudo-E80. Should we win the court case (which we likely will), we will have to settle on the terms of the THIS negotiated contract which doesn't actually restore learning conditions; it simply allows for those conditions to be negotiated. If we say n, then we default to the 2002 contract, which DOES restore the language. A "yes" vote is saying that we are good on "crumbs"; a "no" vote is saying we want an actual meal. That's my understanding, anyway. Please correct me where I am wrong, Tara. :)ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:44 PM And word is IF they legislate, they could opt to legislate back Grade 10-12 only causing the union to have to lay off all teachers and re-hire based on seniority. That will tear the union at the seams pitting teacher against teacher for those positions. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:17 PM There will be a general strike if that were to happen! They better not do this. They will regret it.Delete Reply imaginefunlearningSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:09 PM Some good points on the background of our fight over the past 12 years, which I have been actively engaged in; however we need to recognize the climate we are in. We are not in Sask. people! We have just come through a very long summer!! We need to thank our @bctf bargaining team & recognize the toll this has taken on all of us & our families. I don't have the luxury of more time on the strike line. This may be as good as it gets. Let's read the agreement and consider getting back to work and making some $ again! That's my 2 cents worth, which would come in really handy right now!!!ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:18 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply RobSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:11 PM Go back in work to rule mode. Work this winter to recall every Liberal MLA. ThAt is the only way to apply pressure to these criminals. ReplyDelete Replies Kate RestonSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:03 PM Recall! Not sure who won the battle but the war is still onDelete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:14 AM Well said Kate... I agree 100%Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:20 PM I think say NO and a better deal will be done in less than 3 days. These guys are not criminals, they are lower than that. I bet they get a sick pleasure in hurting the kids and the teachers.Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:31 PM An official recall is in the works: https://www.facebook.com/groups/316129595235450/?fref=ts Please consider joining.Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:26 AM Leah - do you honestly think anyone who voted BC Liberal did so thinking that they would act any differently on the education file?Delete Reply JJSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:16 PM I am glad to see other members who share my views. I am outraged at a 1.2 percent "raise" in salary per year that doesn't even meet inflation of currently 2%. I feel used and abused.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:23 PM Not to mention all of the other pittance! I am actually surprised that Iker asked teachers to vote on this! Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:18 PM Hi Tara Thanks for the summary! Will we be able to vote NO to the deal, but vote YES to returning to work? Will there be three options when we vote Thursday? Why did the BCTF agree to a substandard deal for us? If we vote no to a deal that was recommended to us, the teachers look like the bad guys and public approval will plummet. I am very disappointed and frustratedReplyDelete Replies KataSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:12 AM Public approval will not necessarily plummet. I have seen strikes where the membership has voted against the executive's "best results to date", and ended up with a better offer. This offer is an insult. The $300 million will not bring funding to the national average (I believe). More importantly, the wage offer is half of the average wage increase for public and private workers (StatsCan). Delete Reply MontySeptember 16, 2014 at 10:19 PM Thank you, Tara. My thoughts too, more clearly expressed. As well, Thursday is too soon to vote, too soon to vote, too soon to vote........ReplyDelete Richard ChalkeSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:21 PM Vote no and lose every shred of public support...just sayin!ReplyDelete Replies UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:31 AM I am a member of the public and would support a "no" vote. js!.Delete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:01 AM Richard Chalke, NO you won't! I am a mother with 3 adopted special needs children who need to be in a class that is designed for them and others like them (my kids are academically slightly delayed but their issues are more social and behavioural) where they can receive the education they deserve taught in a way they can comprehend. I will speak now for all the parents I know, and we will support the teacher's if they continue to fight for our children's best interest.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:28 PM It might not be pretty at first, but once we explain things (and I hope the Mandarin-speaking teachers flood the Richmond organization that voiced their concerns), they will back us. The 3 billions that the judge came to is the first I hear about. This should be stated to every newsmedia comment section in the province. Minimize pickets and flood those outlets with commenters, just like the Liberals do. Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:45 PM I am a member of the public and a single Mother of a child in the public school system. You will NOT lose one bit of my support if you vote no. I know that you are sacrificing so that my child can have a better education, and I am most grateful for it. Having said that, I also know that you are exhausted and broke. I have been dreading that you may have to settle for less than what you (we) deserve because the government succeeded in breaking you. I am not in your shoes, so cannot judge. If the vote is a yes, I understand and I am still behind you. Delete Reply Alison RocheSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:25 PM It is a crap deal. It's always a crap deal. Once you raise the stakes to striking, anything else is a cave in. The last time we walked out was the 3 day illegal strike where I threw away 1200$ and got EXACTLY the same contract I had the year before. The BCTF called it a win because they didn't rip up MORE of my contract. Ridiculous. There are a few of us that believe that working to contract, doing 100% of your teaching job and nothing more (like paying for supplies out of your own pocket or EC) is the only way teachers will survive this government. What if they get re-elected again? Then what? Teachers have lost thousands to these clowns to make "statements" about the state of public education in this province. We can't keep sacrificing ourselves and our families. And in the meantime, you talk to parents about why you have to take this crappy road. Because up until this strike they mostly didn't care about the state of education, but god forbid you didn't run a Sports Day. Then suddenly they wanted to know what the hell was going on. Keep the conversation going in schools. Attend your PAC meetings and stop enabling this govt to underfund and overwork the system. And still get paid!ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:20 AM I am very excited at the prospect of returning to my beloved job on Friday. However I will NOT continue to put my personal money into my classroom and I will be seriously reconsidering my involvement in extra curriculars. I think we shoot ourselves in the foot with all the unpaid work we so willingly volunteer to do. Delete Reply FCSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:38 PM I heard a rumour last week from a loose lipped government insider that after the 22nd, depending on the outcome of the negotiations the Liberals were going to announce a 3 step process. I was not clear if this was based on 3 steps to resolve the strike (perhaps the 3rd step is legislation??) or 3 steps to overhaul the education system, either way, they will settle it outright. I wish you all luck and all the information that you need to make a sound decision of what you feel is best.ReplyDelete Replies Lisa BurrowsSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:53 PM I have heard similar rumours. On the 23rd, the gov. was planning on introducing a $6000 per year voucher system for 3 choices: an academic or trades program, or something called EducationCanada. Not clear whether their intention was to privatize the public system, de-certify teachers and hire them back under new wage/benefits. Not clear where these rumours originated from. Maybe fear tactics to get teachers to vote yes. In any event, I plan on voting yes. I signed up to be a teacher, not a martyr. This strike has cost us a lot. We need to regain our livelihood and hopefully continue the conversation about class composition. We have at least awakened many people to the issue, and the court case is still an avenue that could eventually improve teaching and learning conditions.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:33 PM I urge all teachers to fight and say NO to this deal. Retired teacher who had to retire because horrendous work conditions. Make me proud. They will not last long if you say NO! I know this is tough, but there is money and I hear that Van City does offer loan at low to 0 %. Banks do allow you to miss a mortgage payment. Go talki to your banker.Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM Will school districts require teachers to make up missed days, as suggested in the media? Will the school calendar be changing to make up for the missed three weeks and if so will we be made aware of those changes PRIOR to the vote? ReplyDelete KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:41 PM "Wages..... We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut." And that is the cost of going on strike!!! There is nothing that can be done about that. You cannot go on strike and put up the raise you want every week to compensate for your time on strike - it doesn't work that way.ReplyDelete Replies Drew StevensonSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:59 AM I believe the missing "..." Suggests that they meant to refer to the losses against inflation since the last wage step increase. Thus this contract does not allow us to recover the buying power lost to inflation since the last non contract or "0%" year. Add those up and compare against the proposed increase and you see that by the end of the contract, we won't be able to afford the same value of goods (loaves of bread, watts of energy, litres of gas) that we could at the end of the last contracts term. It was not a comment about wages that were lost in the strike. Those are really small potatoes when compared to the grinding power of inflation over years and years. The next contract will use this latest for a bench mark so these losses to inflation will grind at all teachers for as long as they teach. A death of a thousand cuts to our ability to afford basic goods and services. Any raise less than inflation is a cut to the value placed on us and on our ability to pay our bills. Delete Reply Ed SSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:09 PM Having lost $20,000 (including summer school wages) as the single income for a family of five is far too much; I will be voting YES to the deal, unless the independently wealthy teachers out there who wish to continue the strike will pay my bills and mortgage for me.ReplyDelete Replies Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:14 PM I feel ya. Yes for meDelete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:18 AM Ed S. With all due respect (and I mean that), how did you lose $20,000 in the strike? Teachers were out 2 weeks (all out) before they were supposed to be in June, and now 3 weeks for the start of school? It is my understanding that teachers don't get paid through the summer months. Please correct me if I'm wrong, wherever I'm wrong. Shouldn't you have been financially alright for the summer months at least? Also all teachers knew this strike had a possibility of extending into the new school year but no one teacher budgeted for this possibility? I'm truly just trying to get a clear picture of where this all stems. NO disrespect intended.Delete BlairSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:12 AM Kelly, not Ed but if you look at the numbers there was the 10% lockout haircut in May/June plus the loss of most of June and the loss of much of September. In our 1 teacher (1 non) household we calculated a $9 K - $10 K loss so far. If you add summer school earnings you can easily make the loss in the $20 k zone. As for budgeting, we budget for the summer, but did not expect the 10% haircut, nor the loss of June/Sept days which completely messed our budgeting calculations. A very good friend (single teaching mother) was crushed by the loss of the June income and is without a penny today.Delete Mr. SmoothSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:35 PM The only one who didn't get a haircut was Jim Iker... and he needs one more than anyone else. What's with that over-coiffed 70"s mullet Jim? Does wonders for the BCTF brand image!Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:55 PM Jim's hair is not open for discussion in a respectful space like this. As for his salary, he is a teacher who does not get paid when we are on strike.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:04 PM Totally agree!Delete Reply Mr. GSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:24 PM If I thought they could do any better I would agree with voting NO, but you have to be realistic. The BCTF does not use professionals to bargain and always ends up with much less than they promise the membership when asking for a strike vote. While this is not a great deal for teachers, I really think you're fooling yourself if you think it'll get any better.ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:02 AM BCTF needs to be replaced with younger more adept representatives and advocates. Also, we should be hiring professional contract negotiators - you don't go into battle with cut throat corporate types with a wooden knife. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:37 PM This is BAD deal! Say NO to it and show those (expletives) that we will not take it anymore! Come on! Show them that teachers have a spine! They will respect us, oddly!Delete Reply retaSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:51 PM I agree with Richard. Those in the public that are uniformed would be furious, and there are many teachers who just can't afford to use their wages as their voice any longer - too much has already been donated to the government. In my opinion, the deal is pretty lame. I am sitting on the fence.ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:24 AM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:26 AM So true!!! I cannot afford to fight this battle for public education any longer. Why is this my personal and professional obligation??? However I think this deal is weak weak weak. I also think its the best we are going to get. Ideologically I'm on the fence but my wallet will vote YES.Delete Reply SirThinksToo MuchSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:54 PM My wife and I will be voting "Yes" on Thursday for it is the middle path. The easy path would have been for us to go back to school with E-80 & E-81 over our heads. The difficult path would be for us to vote "No" and put our mortgage at risk and having to continue asking retired parents for handouts to feed a family with three kids. The middle path is the wisest choice for us considering the current political climate in which those who do not teach are the quickest to judge it harshly.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:41 PM I understand that this is really tough for you! I almost died teaching a few month ago. I had to quit. Please consider holding on and say no. Remember the short loss in salary will be offset in the LONG-RUn by better salary increase. This is a joke! They will be laughing at you even more if we accept this. This is a very bad deal! However, I do respect your position!Delete Reply DaleSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:16 AM Why would classroom conditions be better on October 9th after being legislated back? We have been outplayed because of our stubborn refusal to outdated, tired old tactics. It is because of these actions that have led us to this terrible deal. Time to reset, regroup and stock up for the long haul. Can't do it if half the members commit hara kiri on themselves. We are a union of professionals not a cult. ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:49 AM Could not agree more.Delete schreck!September 17, 2014 at 9:44 AM Could you please advise which tactics you believe could have been used to secure a superior deal?Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:47 AM Full disclosure: I'm a BC Liberal supporter. The only people who would benefit from a NO vote are the BC Liberals. Teachers would be bargaining with no leverage whatsoever and would be viewed by a large segment of the population as unreasonable. The BC Liberals then get portray themselves as the only party capable of dealing with the BCTF. schreck! says that the BCTF has the government on the ropes, but he couldn't be farther from the truth. The government wants people to view the BCTF as their primary opponent. Disputes like this just shore up the BC Liberal base and protect its right flank. Any half-baked recall campaign will only reinforce that. It's true teachers aren't going to recoup the lost wages from the strike. I would suggest to you that that means this job action was probably not in teachers' interests, especially without any sort of appreciable strike fund. This is the best deal teachers were ever going to get with this government and people should have been able to recognize that in June. If you want my advice (which you probably don't), it would be to spend the next 5 years building up a strike fund, electing better leaders, and hiring a professional negotiating team. Don't bring a knife to a gunfight and expect things to go well. Focus on getting the best deal you can from whoever the government is rather than trying to change the government, the HST, Kinder Morgan or a thousand different issues that distract from education and erode the union's finances further. You'd be doing yourself a favour, and probably doing the NDP a favour at the same time. Also, if schreck! is David Schreck, you can thank his opposition to STV for the last two BC Liberal majorities. I know I do.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:11 PM One step would be to stop making political contributions to the NDP. This only contributes to the childish animosity and lack of trust that has constantly characterized negotiations. How else can the Socreds/Liberals view teachers except as enemies when they so publicly support their opponents. This stupid confrontational immature approach has to STOP!!!!! Education should not be a political fight when it is so obviously a valuable benefit to our society. It was an NDP government that legislated teachers back to work in 1993. Stop making education a political fight.Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:10 PM I don't think they have to go that far. CUPE and the Nurses still contribute to the NDP yet they don't have the same acrimonious relationship. CUPE and the Nurses just make their members their priority, and broader advocacy second.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:55 PM Ryan (possibly a Liberal paid commenter), with all due respect, I disagree with you. The cumulative increase in lieu of this will be better. Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can. I say to Iker, ask for 6% over 3 years because these people love to play the 15% over 15 year game to make it so big on the surface. Some people think that this is 15% every year. Believe me! I have seen it in comment sections. Others believe that the 15% is too high not understanding that they must divide things over the duration of the contract. It is time that we play it smarter. It is time to put the foot down and ask for money given to us by other unions, if it is needed. Banks can accept one late mortgage payment. It would be suicidal for them to not help. Imagine the possible damage if that ever leaks out. They could lose a lot in teacher money. I for one would pull my money out of a bank in support! Teachers are going to show this government that we have a spine! Enough is enough! Aren't you tired of being treated like kids? (Retired teacher who almost died in a car accident because of work conditions that were horrendous. I had to quit.)Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 AM Not paid by the BC Liberals. I pay them actually... :/ I imagine astroturfers of any affiliation wouldn't disclose their bias. "Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can." How did that work in May 2013? If the teachers reject a contract that their own union endorsed, it will make teachers seem unreasonable. Whether that perception is true or fair is irrelevant. It's what will happen, and teachers will be weaker as a result. Take my advice. Build up a strike fund and focus on the internal governance of the BCTF for the next 6 years. You'll be better off for it. Or not. I don't mind you or others making it easier for the party I support to get elected. I'd just rather not see kids and teachers hurt in the process.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:37 AM Ah! The "don't-hurt-kids" card, hey, when you have underfunded education for 12 years! WOW! That takes the cake! Are your trolling? Oh! You are serious? :) Would you be surprised if I don't follow your advice, considering your lack of logic? Would you be surprised if others don't follow your advice? It is ttue that bullies like you and your ilks love to show who is the boss, who is the teacher now! I suspect that is at the root of the problem! No one wants to fail in school! No one wants to get the strap! Sad that today's teachers don't like it too! But, who cares, we are ... teachers! We deserve it! BAH! BAH! BAH!Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:22 PM That's fine. I look forward to another 16 years of BC Liberal government.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:41 PM 16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate! Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan! Sociopaths do that!Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 9:35 AM "16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate!" 16 years of our opponents still don't understand why they lost. Like I said, that's fine with me. If I said the Liberals would be in power for at least another 13 years back in 2004 you probably would have laughed too. Heck, if I told you on May 13 last year that the BC Liberals would be reelected on May 14 you'd probably have laughed too. And you were wrong. Why is that? Answer that question if you want the NDP to win the next election. Without a correct answer to it, the NDP's cause is hopeless. "Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan!" You feel they are flawed, and that's fine. I don't go around calling people who disagree with me sociopaths, nor do I accuse them of being paid shills. But I also don't feel much need to address your ad hominems. There are logical arguments to support your position, but argumentum ad hominem is not one of them. It's a textbook logical fallacy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 1:15 PM Ah! Now I get it! It is all ego-based! You think because you voted the winning party that you are a winner and we are losers! You think because you predicted that the Liberals would win, you are winner. That does not make YOU a winner or the Liberals! It is called DEMOGRAPHICS, you expletives. The baby boomers are getting old and because they have more assets and won't make a whole lot more for too long, they need to vote a govn't who is going to do just that! It is not rocket science! WOW! You think you are so superior when your party stole an election with 47% of the popular vote. That's not a majority and your party should not have been elected. BTW, did you delete from your ethical memory the words Ethnic voting scandal? The field is slanted and you know it. However, you are so willing to minimize, forget the scams and bad fairplay tactics like a sociopath is allowed to minimize or ignore his or victims emotions that you don't see that you are the loser, we are the victim of your constant bullying. 1% wage increases after years of 0% increases and you can justify that when Yahoo reports that the average Canadian can hope to get 2.5% this and next year: https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html You Liberals behave like fascists, but we can't call you that because that's not allowed! Well! Guess what? It is and you are. Live with it! You keep on dreaming you are a genius! :) I am retired, getting soon a nice pension, and laughing at you from a beach somewhere! AHAHA! Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 2:14 PM What's with the name calling Peter? For someone claiming to be retired you really don't show the wisdom of age. For someone who talks about logic, you use logical fallacies like ad hominems a lot too. It's a fair point that the BC Liberals didn't get a majority of the vote (and I'm a very big supporter of electoral reform). The BC Liberals + Conservatives did though, and I don't think it's realistic to expect the BC Conservatives to have been more generous had they been part of government. Last time I checked I just voted. I didn't "victimize" anyone. Perhaps your rage is misplaced. If you think the election was "stolen" I'm afraid I have to question your grasp on reality though. "Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?" I'm glad you'll have a pleasant retirement Peter. I have no ill will towards you. I'm not sure why you think I do. I'm not saying people were *right* to vote BC Liberal. That's a matter of opinion. All I'm saying is people *did* vote BC Liberal. More voted BC Liberal than BC NDP for the last 5 elections in a row actually. You need to understand why that happened in order to change it for the next election. Clearly you're not interested in that though. Which is fair enough. Just remember next time you're upset about something the BC Liberals do that your lack of interest is part of why the BC Liberals get elected at all.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 3:23 PM I love your culture --or the lack of thereof! Guess what, stop thinking averybody is white and must follow your little rules. Namecalling? Sociopath? Whaaaat? And, what if you are? Still can't call you that? :) You fascist right-wingers are big on censorship! I just don't like you giving us lessons on how to get the NDP in. As stated, people are voting right of the NDP because it is a matter of demographics and a little ethnic vote buying on the side. The rest is mumbo jombo. Yes, of course, they will have to go on strike in the future and yes they will have to build a strike fund. The Liberals stole that from the BCTF too! And, you wonder why I don't have any respect for them? Yes, electoral reform is needed! We agree!Delete Reply JJ GeorgeSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:46 AM As a parent, I support the teachers and respect whether they choose to vote yes or no. However I noticed a discrepancy here from other information I've read regarding prep time for elementary teachers. Here it states minimal improvement to prep time - only 10 minutes per week being added. Elsewhere I read that it is 100 minutes per week for prep, increasing by an additional 10 minutes in the final year. That is a significant difference, and worth noting. Or have I completely misunderstood?ReplyDelete Replies Anne-MarieSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:59 AM Elementary teachers currently have 90 minutes of preparation time per week so an increase to 100 minutes per week is only gaining 10 minutes. In other provinces and some private schools they have as much as 45 minutes of prep time per day.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:56 PM Thank you for inquiring!Delete DW ZSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:57 PM You're right JJ George. There is a significant difference around the province regarding preparation times. In my district elementary teachers currently get 100 minutes of prep time. This new proposal is useless to me. I'll have to wait 6 years to gain an extra 10 minutes. Delete Reply UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:11 AM Almost nobody gets cost of living adjustments. Also inflation is NOT 2%. Do some research and look at the CPI for BC over the last 24 months. The average over the last 2 years is 0.7%, not 2%. The CPI changes every month so you cant just look at the highest month and declare that THE inflation rate. Check out the 12 month averages document for the actual numbers. http://www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/StatisticsBySubject/Economy/ConsumerPriceIndex.aspx All that being said I support the teachers. if you think this is a bad deal as a parent my dream would be for the teachers to vote no but continue bargaining because I do think the kids need to be in school and I do fear that the teachers will lose all support if the strike continues. All I ask as a parent is that you do your own research and try not to be swayed by all the opinions. ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:01 AM Inflation for August was 2.1% (http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/economy/cpi-report-expected-to-reveal-rise-in-canadas-core-inflation-rate/article20593943/). The CPI is a year-over-year calculation.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:43 AM Inflation should be looked at as a yearly average, not an individual month.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:34 PM The lawyers do not believe we have compromised our court deal. Our leadership would not have sold us out. We dodged a bullet. The Premier had something loaded even if we are not sure what it was. The idea that we could simply return to work is not guaranteed. I think a no vote could easily lead to the Liberals locking us out again because the Premier wants to crush us and she will use any excuse. She did not want to take the advice of her people and do this deal. I am certain a plan for drastic action (where we have to take the concessions they had planned) or worse - was in place. We can't guarantee the press will do any better job explaining the complexities should we say no. They rarely sided with us in markets outside of Vancouver where people are more political and they often misled or allowed others to mislead. They are not helping and would sensationalize. This would see dissolution of support very quickly - especially if we asked for wages. (Though admittedly it angers me that we can't ask for wages without being accused of being greedy when that is what most bargaining units do). But we have argued this is about kids and while this is not ideal - it is better to have teachers than not. The deal does suck in that it does not bring us to par - but this fight needs to be won with a strategy that is political and capacity will do that in another round. We have some support - but it is limited to the choir. We need to have the pews too. We need to build that capacity while working and continue to find allies because the fight is bigger than most people want to consider. This is about ideology and about privatization. Education always was political but never more so than now and we have to fight this party or the conservatives who would do the same or worse. No teacher who is responsible can ignore the politics any longer. That is simply the truth. If you work in the system you better get informed and you better be prepared to fight until retirement for the system. That said, I want to ask the same question others are asking: Why is this the job of 42,000 teachers and not the job of all citizens who want equality to fight for this right? It is time (while the conversation is still on-going and up to and including election night) for us to guide the public where we can but mainly play our part by not propping the system up. Make poverty known. Make noise about shortfalls, ask questions (in the media or in board offices ) about who is going to fix it instead of paying ourselves, volunteer some but wait for the pubic to step up so they see what schools lack. I hate the deal too. But I trust Vince Ready and Iker and I don't think we could have done better right now. I think we dodged a bullet because I have read everything this government has put out and followed the trail. They plan to privatize and they are just looking for the route. Voting YES for now does not mean we are giving up. It does not mean a win in the way we wanted but we have won a battle that will lead to us winning the war. If we don't rest up and stock up we might not get there.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:57 PM Well, if it is bigger than just this battle, then we will need ALL the unions to strike if they do indeed use drastic (draconian) measures. I say it is time for ALL of the unions to call a general strike. I guarantee that they will not like that one bit. What will they do then? Call the army? :) People in Europe, at the end of the 19th century stood up in mines. General strikes do occur in Europe and have. If you think you had it tough, think of them who stood tall for US in tougher times and conditions. Make sacrifices. Sell furniture. Tutor on the side. Ask for the BCTF money. Ask your banker to help. As friends and relatives. If we say NO, it won't last long. If they legislate us back, let's call a general province-wide strike of all unions. Delete Reply Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:47 AM Between CC's smug smile as she celebrates slaughtered teachers and Jim Iker's goofy grin - seemingly unaware that he has been a willing puppet, I am thoroughly disgusted. Over the next 5 years, teachers will be in an increasingly bad situation financially, classrooms will continue to be too large and complex with increasing medical, social and environmental issues impacting academic delivery. It could not be less obvious that things will continue to worsen. The Liberals have ensured that BC is rapidly becoming the Canadian Monaco for rich off shore interests and wealthy corporations. Soon the underpaid "workers" will have to be bussed in daily to Vancouver - Asian style. The only recourse is to move to just about any other province and bring in up to $100,000 more over the six years with much less cost of living. So we are bailing, encouraged by friends who have gotten positions in Manitoba and Alberta. My colleagues and I discovered through contacting several school boards across Canada that specialist (special needs and behavioural) and secondary science teachers are in particular demand. I want to work in a professional, respectful environment where the needs of all children are considered a priority and where I feel inspired to do my best. However, I want my vote to reflect the wishes of teachers who will be here over the next 6 (5) years, so very much appreciate your blog and opportunity to read the comments.ReplyDelete Bert SlaterSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:11 AM To vote YES will throw away 12 years of effort, and 2 victories in BC Supreme Court. To vote YES will be to snatch defeat from the jaws of victory. If you vote YES what bargaining power do you think you will have - the government will do nothing, and then what do you think you will do - take job action? PLEASE VOTE NO.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:59 PM Time to show you have a spine!Delete Reply RodSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:06 AM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Cool HandSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 AM Wouldn't a 'No' vote be a vote of no confidence in the BCTF itself?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:02 AM Not at all. It is just a message to the leadership we need to do better. The strength of the union is the members, and we support the leadership by giving them direction through democratic means.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:40 PM I disagree. How else can a recommendation by the EC to vote yes be interpreted? Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:00 PM I am sure people will interpret this both ways, but it is a vote. If it is supposed to be a "Yes", because it might be interpreted one way, then why bother having a vote?Delete Kate TSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:07 AM Yes , it would be. I don't think we could come out much better than this with this government. How will a No obtain that? Christy will be happy, she can declare the BCTF gone and roll out her plan to privatize. Delete Reply David DeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:06 AM A no vote would be a rejection of a the court victories defied by the government and an inadequate deal containing some vague promises that won't meet the needs of teachers or students on class size and other important issues.In Ontario elementary teachers get 200 minutes of prep time per 5 day cycle. I know there is financial hardship, but the union has received close to $2 million in donations from other unions; is there no way of accessing hardship funds? At minimum, vote no and return to work on work to rule with various strike options.ReplyDelete Erica JonesSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:25 AM This article actually makes me so mad. It is NOT better for the kids that they have missed almost all of june and all of september. This is what you signed up for in BC as a teacher. Get on board or GET OUT.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:20 PM Is this really what teachers signed up for? At my high school, each class has about 30 kids, with an average of 17 kids per classroom with an identified learning disability. Our district says that there should be no more than 4 kids per classroom.. How do you expect non-specialist teachers to help each student when over half of them require more resources because of a learning disability? Furthermore, are you generalizing the "better-ness" to all the kids in BC? Because I don't think that it would be better if kids went back considering the learning environment isn't up to par. There are barely any Education Assistants, and support teachers for the multitude of children who need them. While I recognize and appreciate your enthusiasm for education, please realize that the public school system isn't a daycare. Also, please think about your words and the learning environment prior to speaking out. By the way, we're not an autocracy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:08 PM I can understand your frustration! Understand mine! I almost died at 7:30 pm one night returning from teaching a FI split class with several students who did not get enough support or no support at all. The principal expressed to me that he expected me to teach 2 different social studies programs and 2 different science programs. ANYONE I talked to knows that this is impossible to do, especially in French Immersion when kids get no support at home and books are often too hard for students to read. I had to quit my job. I did it for me and did it for the kids. I was like a surgeon who is asked to operate on 5 patients with an old scalpel with 2 inexperienced nurses. Predictably, 4 patients would die and I would be reprimanded! Teachers are put in terrible conditions and kids too. I hope you have the openmind to consider the reality of this honest personal anecdote. I also wish you to understand that this is likely not an isolated incident. What will it take? A kid to commit suicide because he or she is not getitng enough support?Delete Reply hilarySeptember 17, 2014 at 10:29 AM It is incorrect to equate lost funding with what the teachers would have received in grievances. The two are not equivalent. The starting position of the BCTF was $225M, so they never expected $3B to resolve grievances. I'm also interested to know where you get your figures on overcrowded classrooms. A recent Globe and Mail article says that classrooms are, on average, smaller than the caps set in 2002.ReplyDelete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:36 AM The signing bonus should be roughly $2500 each: 105 million divided by 41 thousand.ReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:53 AM It is not that simple. The $105 million is to be allocated by the union. The term "signing bonus" has been crossed off on the signed document. Some of that money may be used to pay union debts. Don't know this but clarification would be useful.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:16 PM Just quoting from the CBC news website, "And finally there are details of $105-million fund to settle grievances stemming from the ongoing court case. The BCTF says that money will be given out as a signing bonus, with specific amount yet to be determined."Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:34 AM I think it would be smart to put at least part of it into your strike fund.Delete Reply WheelsSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:55 AM If the money is used as a signing bonus, it should be based on FTEReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:12 PM Yes I am sure it will be based on FTE. The question is how much of the $105 Million is actually distributed. This is up to the union, and I am told that it is yet to be decided.Delete GuruSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:44 PM And don't forget all the retired teachers who are entitled to a share of it.Delete Reply Geoff OrmeSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:18 PM In another discussion of this someone suggested that under BC Labour Law a no vote means rejection of the proposed deal, and that means the strike continues until either: - the union in question elects to stand down - another tentative deal is presented or - the government imposes a legislated contract. I think the last of these is the most likely, and I believe the legislated contract would be draconian and brutal. What do you think, Tara? Also, I would appreciate your thoughts on Sandy Garossino's comments at https://storify.com/Garossino/should-teachers-accept-the-contractReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:14 PM If this is so, in a few month (likely a couple of years), teachers will win so much more with a Supreme Court judgment! It is possible that the Liberals know that the higher courts are stacked by Liberal judges (that is what happen when judges are chosen, not elected). In any case, a negative settlement (or not a great judgment) will galvinize the public to reform the way the Supreme court judges are being chosen. I doubt that any govn't will want that to happen. A legislated contract will make the LIbs look like sociopaths and dictators.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:47 PM Peter I think you are expecting far too much from the public, many of whom are only paying attention to this matter due to kids being home from school. The public are not remotely this savvy on the political process.Delete Reply IslanderSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:09 PM I am a continuing education teacher. We have it even worse and we are not listened to enough about our poor conditions. Those include no prep time (and we do have to mark and do report cards many times a year sometimes and commonly for 30 students in a class), travelling to different schools with no compensation, and having next to no breaks in between 3 hour classes. I worked for two years with no lunch break and taught 6 hours straight (just 15 min. breaks) to be told, "don't complain since there are others who will do it". We then got 15 min. breaks in between classes. Most of our students are wealthy immigrants, many who try to stay in classes as long as possible since the classes are free. After spending a year in Germany, I realize how better organized it is where the immigrants pay to learn the language on a sliding scale, and have to pay for a student book as well for each class. We do not even have text books, but photocopy so much at tax payers' expense. This is not right. I then teach summer school since we were not on a 12 month continual salary and most of those students are also immigrants (at least 75%). This is also free and it is becoming so common and the new immigrants know this is free babysitting and tutoring. I think one main problem is that we have so many new immigrants in our classes who need ESL like this article states about our inclusion style of education nowadays: http://www.vancouversun.com/life/Shelley+Fralic+trouble+with+schools/10203596/story.html I am honored to be teaching and like my job, but it does get exhausting especially since I need two or three jobs to pay the mortgage that I now no longer have.. back to renting since it all I can afford in this city that has become so expensive. And many don't realize that it is very very difficult to get to full time work as a teacher here. There was a formula that made it take about 10 years to get to f/t (now finally changed). I have been without pay for 3 months, and now had to finally rent a place in anticipation of returning to work, so I have to vote "yes", but please keep the comments coming for what alternatives we have. Maybe we have to just educate the public in a better way than picketing; maybe get out and walk around malls and talk to people and hand out pamphlets on how this liberal government is hurting this. Most Asians (probably just the new who are from such a different system) are already against the teachers since they do not seem to understand what is going on. http://www.vancouversun.com/Business/asia-pacific/Chuck+Chiang+Many+Asian+families+place+blame/10202757/story.htmlReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:17 PM First of all, myn thoughts are with you! I think your ideas about using different strategies is smart. Picketing is not a very good strategy to let people know about things. I think using the membership to flood media comment sections would be more effective. Going to talk to the public might be a good idea along with this, I think. Phone the BCTF and ask for support.Delete Reply Marsha HolleySeptember 17, 2014 at 1:36 PM A teachers wife Vote no you have come to far to back down. It is a -----Y DEAL. ReplyDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:45 PM Ask yourself WHY teachers cannot get 1/2 of the average increase in salary of the private sector? (The Libs will tell you because there are sooooooo many teachers, but I also hear that there are provinces where there is a need for teachers!) TORONTO - A new study says that Canadians, on average, can expect about the same size salary increase next year as in 2014. Human resources consultants Pal Benefits says a survey of 401 organizations, mainly in Ontario, Alberta and British Columbia, projected salary increase for 2015 at an average of 2.79 per cent. That was almost unchanged from the 2.74 per cent average increase projected in last year's survey. Meanwhile, in addition to the average salary increase remaining relatively steady year over year, the survey found that the percentage of employers who plan to freeze salaries appears to have stabilized at eight per cent —in the same percentages as was projected in 2014. Breaking down the numbers further, the survey found the average salary increase anticipated in the engineering, financial services and high technology sectors was three per cent. That compared with an average of 2.5 per cent on the low end for organizations in durable manufacturing. https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.htmlReplyDelete "Mama Rose"September 17, 2014 at 9:12 PM I used to agree with you, Tara, and appreciate you bringing these items to your blog to get us all thinking. But after a very long night and day of research and discussion, I realize I will be voting yes tomorrow. Here is why: I don't care about salary or benefit increases. That is not why I went on strike. I don't care if this tentative deal is not good for teachers. That's not why I went on strike either. For me, the single most important issue is class size and composition. I want to work in a classroom where I have enough time and resources available to me to adequately help all the students I teach. And while it is true that this tentative deal will not change anything in the classrooms right now (or at least most of our classrooms), I realized that we couldn't actually make changes in that area because the issues of cs and c is before the courts. When I made that connection and realized that this round of bargaining was really about a "good enough" agreement regarding wages, then the deal seems, well... good enough. BUT, the best part, is the language the BCTF legal team made around the furture court decision (the re-opener). They have it in writing that if we win the court case (which is likely) and when we have to start bargaining class size and comp again (that is exactly what Justice Susan Griffin said we would have to do) we will be STARTING from the 2002 levels. To make this simple to understand, I explained it to my friends using a number line. With this new language, the BCTF starts the next round of bargaining at say a 50. The government will want us to go to 10 or 15, and we'll compromise and end up maybe 25. But WITHOUT that language, we would have started bargaining at a 10 and only gone down from there. So I do believe it is the best deal possible, it still factors in the biggest issue (from my perspective), we do not lose the important gains of the past, and most importantly, everyone gets to go back to school.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 PM Mam Rose, I appreciate your point of view and your courage. However, let me point out to you and the readers that a decision at the BC supreme court might not turn out the way teachers anticipate. We all know that judges are appointed and who does the appointing? "All justices of the BCSC (including the position of Chief Justice and Associate Chief Justice) are appointed by the federal cabinet, on recommendation of the Minister of Justice. Masters are appointed by the provincial cabinet, on recommendation of the Attorney General in consultation with the Chief Justice." (Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Supreme_Court_of_British_Columbia) Now, I would like to think that all of those people are objective, but they are appointed and we know that there are political appointments. They have a lot of discretion over the laws and judgments. I am willing to bet that the BC Liberals do know this and are betitng the farm (or do they know something we don't know) that the Supreme Courts are stacked against teachers? So, I am not sure if we can count on a WIN if we proceed with the court ruling. I think we would be better to negotiate and negotiate a better deal.Delete Reply retaSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:57 AM Yes...no...yes...no...The last two days have been this. I’ve read so many articles and comments over the past few months and, I can say, I have learned a lot. I know this is not a great deal for teachers right now. I will be voting yes. This is why… 1. The children. Without going into the multiple issues (e.g., grad, post secondary, trades, sports, global education/trips, planned activities, those with varying degrees of special needs, those that need a soft place to land, etc., etc.) the children need to get on with their education. 2. The parents. For many parents, this strike is a financial burden. We do not like to be called baby sitters, but for many living below the poverty line, school is a financial relief. Winter is coming; gas bills will be expensive. 3. Poverty. Remember, BC has the highest child poverty rate in Canada. Schools feed and clothe numerous children. 4. The other systems educators work collaboratively with. MFCD, CYMH, foster parents, group homes, and the multitude of non-profit agencies that support vulnerable children and families are bursting at the seams. We are a part of that team. 5. CUPE. While some have been paid during this strike, that money is coming from districts. It was not provided by the government. And, CUPE is a partner in education - from the bus drivers to the tech dept to custodians to secretaries to EAs and so on. 6. Small Businesses. In our little towns, the school district is the number one employer. There is a direct cause-effect relationship between loss of wage and loss of business. 7. Money. The amount of money that is needed to reverse the erosion of the public education system over numerous years cannot be recouped in one sitting. This agreement is a start. It’s not much but the stage has been set. 8. THE COURT CASE. That is why we were on strike. All the other stuff could have been resolved months ago, but our government was working hard to make the court case go away. Well, it still exists. I consider that the victory. We live to fight another day (as rhetorical as that sounds) AND I hope people actually read the ruling and think critically about how a loss could impact the future of the Charter of Rights, and the power of government to contravene those rights. I am guessing we will vote to ratify as so many fear “what’s next?” from this government. It’s nasty business, and I think legislation would be next. VALUING PUBLIC EDUCATION needs to come from a STRONG, CONSISTENT public voice. If we do ratify the agreement, and those in the profession and public think we've given up, we have not. We’ve been fighting for years. We just haven’t been heard… until now. ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:21 AM I understand your point of view, but sometimes you have to fight to get what you want. This is a VERY bad deal, considering: Other people get on average 2.5% salary increases last year and this year and the next and the rest of us get 1% and must feel happy if we do.? (https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html) THIS DEAL is a horrendously BAD deal for kids/parents as well, of course. We are going to continue to be humiliated and be the laughing stock of many people of this province. After a decade of paycuts, WOW, this is what they are willing to offer! WOW! WOW! WOW!Delete Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:30 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Reply Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:37 PM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:08 PM Let's cross our fingers! I think we need a general strike by all unions if CC legislates teachers back. It is time to put the foot down and tell her and the Liberals that, as in the movie Network,"I am mad as hell and I won't take it anymore!"Delete Reply Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 8:26 PM Needs help on some stats for an online debate Looking for the last 10 or 15 years of contractual salary increases in %. So, 1% for 2001, 0% for 2002,...ReplyDelete Children FirstSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:00 PM Well it's all done now. Really hope the teacher's can find another angle to deal with class size and composition as well as student funding. The government will make sure the coming court case never swings your way no matter what. 2nd most expensive place to live in the the world!!! Wonder why and where the money goes??? ReplyDelete AnonSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 PM I'm an outsider, but have followed closely this whole fiasco and this is a RAW deal. Your union hung you out to dry on this one - taking a really bad deal (clearly no one from the BCTF had rudimentary math skills in their toolbox) and then publicly encouraging to the media that teachers accept the deal....what choice did you have - a no vote would have outraged the public. I could go on and on, but the bottom line, in my opinion, is that your union better get some stronger leaders who are PR and technology savvy. Out with Iker and the rest of those who bargained on your behalf - they just got ......well , we know that happened. Whew, can't even believe how screwed you got, absolutely amazing - nothing meaningful gained in the big picture and only very minor gains for a small group of people, bigger losses for the majority.. Wow - I better stop now. Best of luck. Thanks for all you do for our children. ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ▼  September (9) Reflections on the BC Teacher Strike BC Teacher strike - Lessons learned Response to Sandy Garossino Will the Education Fund improve classroom conditio... Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Class composition: a human rights perspective Class size and composition - a short visual histor... Guest post - I WILL HOLD THE LINE Teachers - let your leadership know it is time to ... ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9720,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 19, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 2006 Students can reach out to others during the holiday season by Virginia Brucker Children make great volunteers—they are full of enthusiasm, energy, and optimism. There are many good reasons why kids should volunteer. Studies show that people who help others are healthier and happier. When children volunteer, their self-esteem is enhanced as they learn new skills and make new friends. They see themselves as kind people capable of making a difference, and they learn to live more hopefully. They develop a stronger, richer sense of self and often have greater empathy and compassion. Volunteer activities help build character and teach social responsibility. The holiday season provides many opportunities for elementary and secondary school students to reach out to others. Your students can: make tray favours or cards for Meals-on-Wheels clients. sort food at a food bank. invite an elderly neighbour or relative to attend their holiday concert or band performance. make a pillow, quilt, or stockings for a shelter. This is a great project for home ec classes. organize a pet food drive for the local SPCA. organize a party for the local special olympics participants. Or better still, volunteer to help with special olympics throughout the year. donate items their family has outgrown such as a crib, bedding, baby clothes, or baby toys to a local shelter or program for teen parents. visit a seniors’ centre. Organize a craft or baking session for seniors or help write and address their seasonal cards. set up a wrapping station in a local mall to raise money for a charity that has special meaning for them. donate gently used books to a family shelter or a daycare that needs them. organize a warm coat collection and donate the coats to an organization that needs them. collect used eyes glasses for the Lions’ Club eyeglass-recycling program, which are sent to developing countries. (Visit www.clerc.ca to find where to send glasses.) read stories to younger students. And later on, consider organizing a big-buddy tutoring program where children regularly help younger children with reading. help little buddies write thank you letters to Santa for last year’s gift. "Those who bring sunshine to the lives of others cannot keep it from themselves..." – James Matthew Barrie Virginia Brucker is a Vancouver Island teacher-librarian who wrote Gifts from the Heart: Simple Ways to Make Your Family’s Christmas More Meaningful. A newly revised and expanded edition is available at bookstores across Canada. Royalties support research for the Canadian Cancer Society. To date, book sales have raised $98,500 for research. Published by Insomniac Press, 2006, 336 pages, ISBN 1897178301, $19.95. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8806&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, Number 4, March 2004 Who’s who on interim council The transitional council, with all 19 members hand-picked by former Education Minister Christy Clark, is a college of political appointees—not a college of professionals. Ten are management appointees (principals, post-secondary administrators, superintendents or retired superintendents), three are parents, two are small business people, one is a lifelong NPA/Liberal politician, and two are teachers. Catherine Abraham: North Vancouver parent Betty Boult: Retired assistant superintendent from Coquitlam Louise Burgart: Retired superintendent from Pentiction Stu Dale: Retired principal from Kelowna and former president of the B.C. Principals’ and Vice-Principals’ Association. The BCPVPA has opposed the right of teachers to negotiate learning conditions. Deborah DeRose: Principal Tim Dunford: Saanich parent Barré Eyre: Retired principal from Fort St. John Pirtpal Gill: Retired Saskatchewan teacher Mike Grant: Malaspina University College, dean of education Tarry Grieve: Retired superintendent, chair of the council who failed to get elected when he ran for college council. Alex Holm: Retired assistant superintendent and member of Helen Raham’s Society for the Advancement of Excellence in Education. SAEE was formed following the failure of Teachers for Association. TFA and SAEE have opposed teachers having the right to negotiate learning conditions. Monty Jang: Chinese Cultural Centre volunteer Phillip Milligan: Delta teacher-librarian Judy Morgan: Retired superintendent from Smithers Dwight Moodie: Former private Christian school principal Mary Jo O’Keefe: Chair of Vernon School Board George Puil: Retired teacher and long-time Vancouver NPA city councillor. He was defeated in civic elections of November 2002, six months prior to being appointed by Christy Clark. Carl Ratsoy: Victoria teacher Brenda Turner: Castlegar parent Also appointed to the College Council was Bev Hosker, a Prince George parent. Ms. Hosker died in a tragic automobile accident en route to the council’s summer meeting at Whistler.)
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(20141007,www.huffingtonpost.co.uk,http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/,UK News and Opinion - The Huffington Post United Kingdom View mobile site Using a mobile device? Go to m.huffingtonpost.com for huffpost mobile. Vince Cable UK NEWS iOS app Android app More Log in Create Account Notifications Profile Settings Logout 7 October 2014 Edition: UK BR Brasil CA Canada DE Deutschland ES España FR France IT Italia JP 日本 (Japan) KR 한국 (Korea) MG Maghreb UK United Kingdom US United States Follow FRONT PAGE News Politics Cabinet Minister 'Very, Very Scared' Of The Daily Mail34 SNP Membership Now at 100,000 Members!275 Ukip Defend Man Who Fears 'Gaystapo' Joining Party The Lib Dem Leadership Race Isn't Even Subtle Anymore Cameron 'Needs To Win A Majority To Get His EU Referendum'77 Go to Politics More in Politics Boris Johnson Conservatives Labour Lib Dems Ukip Westminster Mehdi's Morning Memo Business Sport Van Gaal Lauds 'Saviour' De Gea United And Everton Prove Wingers Are Back In Vogue Go to Sport More in Sport Transfer Talk Football Premier League Champions League Man Utd Liverpool FC England Football Team England Cricket Team You might also like US Sports Tech This Picture Is Too Good To Be Real... Right?16 The End Of 'Unexpected Item In Bagging Area' Is Upon Us!43 8 New iPhone Tricks for iOS 8 There's A Total Lunar Eclipse On Wednesday... Earth Has A New Moon Go to Tech More in Tech Tech Deals Games Tech 101 PS4 Xbox One Apple Google Facebook Space iPhone 6 Students Drunken Selfie Video Ends Predictably Painfully LSE Rugby Club Distributes Horrific Homophobic, Sexist Leaflets To Freshers Skills for Life? The World's Your Oyster Go to Students More in Students Young Talent Student News Student Jobs Student Life International Students GCSEs Comedy Halfords 'We Fit' Lorry Gets Stuck Under Bridge, Irony Abounds 14 Words We'd Like To Make A Comeback, From Piffle To Wally This Dog Gives Its Owner The Best Death Stare Ever How To Improvise A Dress From Duct Tape And Other Life Lessons Nobody Ever Taught You This Pug Puppy Attack Is The Only Way To Start The Week Go to Comedy More in Comedy Weird News Comedy Gossip Funny Videos Twitter Funnies Viral Videos Funny Animals Pics & Giggles TopicaLOL Entertainment Kaye Laughs Off Wardrobe Malfunction17 Ola Gets Strictly Naked39 Gold Morning Britain Bruce Isn't Entirely Happy With The New Series Of 'Strictly' Flirty Susanna Strikes Again!32 Go to Entertainment More in Entertainment X Factor Strictly Come Dancing Great British Bake Off Celeb Pics Baggers Bites Culture Of Kindness TV News TV Reviews Entertainment Deals Celebrity Lifestyle The Real Truth About Antidepressants24 Fed Up Of Being Single? Grace Gelder Married Herself 'None Of Us Know How Strong We Are Until Tested' If This Disease Was a Cancer, We'd Be Spending Millions to Fight It - So Why Are We Ignoring It? Go to Lifestyle More in Lifestyle Dating & Relationships Women Wellbeing Diet & Fitness Health Food Travel Third Metric Men Parents BLOGS Meurig Raymond : Falling Milk Prices and the Impact on British Dairy Farmers Ned Simons : The Liberal Democrat Leadership Race Isn't Even Subtle Anymore Sayed Mahdi al-Modarresi : Identifying the Real Cause of Terrorism Vian Dakhil : Are We Really in the Third Millennium? Alfie Stirling : It's Time to Think Again About Rapid Deficit Reduction View all featured blog posts Hong Kong Life Hacks Ukip Third Metric Food Women Entrepreneurs Young Talent Travel Impact Gay News Skills Space Home Subscribe BORDER TOWN 'ABOUT TO FALL' ISIS Militants To Capture Kobane Despite Air Strikes, Warns Turkey's Erdogan 'Air Campaign Not Enough To Halt ISIS Advance'.. Turkish Tanks Stationed On Border - But Have Not Intervened.. 11 Rules For Journalists Covering ISIS, Issued By ISIS.. Islamic State On The 'Doorstep Of Europe' Home Updates every 10 minute(s) http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/2014/10/07/islamic-stte-is-about-to-take-border-town-of-kobane-warns-turkeys-president-erdogan_n_5945512.html?utm_hp_ref=uk Comments (19) | UK NEWS featured blog posts Meurig Raymond President of the NFU Falling Milk Prices and the Impact on British Dairy Farmers It is undoubtedly a very frustrating and worrying time for British dairy farmers. Milk prices are plummeting. With increased milk supply around the world and demand not increasing at the same pace, huge pressure has been put on milk values. For some it means they are now only getting around 25 pence-per-litre for their product. With the cost of production sitting much higher than this it is no wonder that many fear for the future of their farm businesses... What we also know is that it is clear that the British public want to back British farming and continue to support British dairy farmers during this difficult time. The Liberal Democrat Leadership Race Isn't Even Subtle Anymore Liberal Democrats in Glasgow are demob happy. Not because they are pleased to be languishing at 7% in the polls, but because it's too late to do anything about it. Ned Simons Assistant Political Editor, The Huffington Post UK Identifying the Real Cause of Terrorism Anadolu Agency via Getty Images Instead of identifying the true root of extremist ideology, one that pushes a tiny fringe toward violence, the Western mindset chose to stare the problem in the eye and then look the other way. The real problem only needs a little deduction... Sayed Mahdi al-Modarresi Faith leader, Professor of theology and author Are We Really in the Third Millennium? Many times I ask myself: are we really in the third millennium? Or are we living in the Middle Ages, a time when the law of the jungle reigns supreme and the strong does as it pleases to the weak, killing the latter's women, kidnapping them, selling them and forcing them together with their children to change their religion? Vian Dakhil Member of the Iraqi Parliament It's Time to Think Again About Rapid Deficit Reduction More is it at stake than immediate political positioning. The agendas adopted now will define the policy space for most of the next parliament... Perhaps the present consensus on the haste of deficit reduction is deserving of greater scrutiny than is currently afforded by much of the UK's political class. Alfie Stirling Researcher at IPPR Our Welsh NHS Needs a Full, Independent Inquiry - Now Welsh Labour have labelled our calls for a Keogh-style Inquiry as "politically motivated." How can it be politically motivated to give patients and people the chance to have their say alongside those of our health professionals? Andrew RT Davies Leader of the Welsh Conservatives The Tories Have Declared War on Society - Now Society Must Declare War on Them With the next UK general election now a mere eight months away, the stakes could not be higher. The prospect of another five years of the Tories in power, and worse a Tory majority government, is a chilling one. The time has come to consign not only this government of the rich, and by the rich to history, but also the ideology of greed, selfishness, and avarice that underpins it. John Wight Writer Doggy Style My guide dog Uffa and I decided to hang up his dirty harness and my old riding boots and dress up in his Sunday best high visibility outfit and me in my cutest kitten heels for this year's London Fashion week... Verity Smith Blind International Dressage Rider, Singer/Songwriter and Author Quarter-Season Predictions: The Championship Jamie McDonald via Getty Images Who will be celebrating promotion? Usually the relegated sides are the safe option, and had I written this in August, I would most likely have predicted that Wigan, Fulham and Norwich would all be challenging for the top six, all in the top ten, and at least one returning to the promised land of grotesque amounts of TV money... Matthew Smith Just another wannabe journalist with their own suitably opinionated blog. No Mixer Spiced Apple Cupcake Recipe This year when given a cider-y amount of apples I found myself hankering after baked goods to squirrel away rather than chutney. I don't know why. I think I might be spoiling for something. My freezer is my preserving jar this Autumn. Full to the brim with these cupcakes. Holly Bell Mother, recipe writer, blogger, presenter and was runner up in the 2011 Great British Bake Off 12 Simple Reasons Why You're Unhappy To varying extents, we're all influenced by the people around us. If the people surrounding us are positive, inspiring and uplifting, then we tend to feel positive, inspired and elevated. On the other hand, if the people around us are negative and downbeat, then we tend to feel just that. Danny Baker Author, life coach, mental health advocate Hyaluronic Skincare Heroes Every new skincare product these days seems to be promoting the benefits of hyaluronic acid. Whilst it has a number of medical uses, and was patented in 1942 as a baking substitute for egg whites, when it comes to beauty products the main reasons for including hyaluronic acid are its alleged anti-ageing properties, and its ability to ensure skin is kept hydrated. Sarah McGiven Freelance copywriter, digital marketer, social media consultant and style blogger with a passion for fashion and anything that POPs Bombing Iraq Ignores The Real Problem As one "War on Terror," draws to an end, so starts another. The upcoming withdrawal of British forces from Afghanistan should force our politicians to reflect, largely on the utter futility of combating societal and religious problems with bombs. Old habits die hard. Not having learnt that virtually every Western intrusion into the Middle East ends in disaster, parliament's acquiescence to David Cameron's demand that Britain join the fight against ISIS proves our foreign policy is created in a historical vacuum. Scott Dickson London based journalist with mobile app Clippet SNP Membership Now at 100,000 Members! The SNP membership is up by 75,000 since the vote and already people across Scotland are planning for how we can obtain independence as quickly as possible. When 71% of teenagers vote yes, it is only a matter of time... and how. If anyone seriously believes this matter is finished, it isn't far from it. Alan McGee Creation Records Founder From Crisis to Catastrophe in South Sudan Oxfam and other aid agencies are warning that rival groups in South Sudan are regrouping ready to resume violence once the rainy season ends this month. An upsurge in fighting would exacerbate what is already the world's worst food crisis and could lead to famine. The number of people facing dangerous levels of hunger is expected to increase by one million between January and March. Mark Goldring Chief Executive, Oxfam Exploited Workers in Hong Kong Went on Strike This Week to Call for Pro-Democracy Seven years ago China promised 2017 elections by universal suffrage for Hong Kong. In a referendum this summer hundreds of thousands of voters demanded open nomination of candidates. Yet Beijing in August said only candidates approved by a selection committee would be allowed to stand. Martin Gemzell Labour movement activist. Development professional. The Show Can't Go On - The Truth Behind Animals in Entertainment Restrained by chains, isolated from other elephants, kept in bright sunlight on hot concrete that hurts his feet - until it's time to carry the next heavy load of excited tourists on his back, controlled by a bull hook if he should put a foot wrong. Such is the life of an elephant 'working' in entertainment in Asia today. Mike Baker Chief Executive, World Animal Protection A Crisis of Confidence - Can Our Government Be Trusted? There have been a rash of outrageous breaches of the public trust relating to national and international security including: Failure of the US Secret Service to protect the President and the First Family. Failure of the Dallas Hospital and federal, state and local officials to initially detect the first person in the US infected with ebola... Jon-Christopher Bua White House Commentator Breast Density and the Future of Breast Cancer Risk and Prevention The research indicates that high breast density is a particularly significant risk factor, with women with the highest density up to five times more likely to develop breast cancer than those with low density. Baroness Delyth Morgan Chief Executive of leading research charity Breast Cancer Campaign If This Disease Was a Cancer, We'd Be Spending Millions to Fight It - So Why Are We Ignoring It? This cancer kills most people it strikes, often with devastating speed. While around 85% of breast and prostate cancer patients are still alive five years after diagnosis, just 20% survive as long with this cancer. Barely half survive just three years. Dr Penny Woods Chief Executive of the British Lung Foundation Skills for Life? The World's Your Oyster Looks like everyone stands to be a winner - young people from across the UK want international skills, employers want to hire them and a short investment in time overseas can pay back for an entire life-time. But it isn't happening. Why? John Worne Director of Strategy, the British Council Five Reasons David Moyes Would Be a Perfect Fit for Newcastle United Despite his well documented frustration at Manchester United, the Scot is a highly respected manager with unquestioned ability. He may just be the man that Newcastle need to turn them into a consistent top-half side. Joe Cooper Football writer for ftbpro.com Scotland Yard Pounce On Four Suspected Islamists Terrorists Photofusion via Getty Images http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/2014/10/07/four-suspected-islamists-terrorists-arrested-london_n_5947958.html?utm_hp_ref=uk Comments | Crime 'We'll Hike Capital Gains Tax To Pay For Income Tax Break' PA http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/2014/10/07/lib-dems-promise-to-increase-capital-gains-tax-on-shares-and-second-homes_n_5947722.html?utm_hp_ref=uk Comments | Liberal Democrats Ukip Defend Man Who Fears 'Gaystapo' Joining Party AlanCraig http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/2014/10/07/ukip-christian-alan-craig_n_5944838.html?utm_hp_ref=uk Comments | UK NEWS MOAZZAM BEGG 'He Should Tell Us What He Knows' ASSOCIATED PRESS Comments (29) Former Gitmo Detainee 'Offered To Help' Secure Release Of Alan Henning Comments Sky Reporter's Doorstep Fuels Heated Trolling Debate Sky News http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/2014/10/07/brenda-leyland-mccann-martin-brunt_n_5944552.html?utm_hp_ref=uk Comments | Madeleine McCann America's Christian Right In Meltdown Over Gay Marriage Decision Archive Photos via Getty Images http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/2014/10/07/americas-supreme-court-opens-door-for-national-gay-marriage--the-christian-right-goes-into-meltdown_n_5946572.html?utm_hp_ref=uk Comments | UK NEWS Nobel Prize Winner Slams Immigration Policy As 'Large Obstacle' Peter Macdiarmid via Getty Images http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/2014/10/07/john-okeefe-migration-science_n_5943996.html?utm_hp_ref=uk Comments | Theresa May HuffPost Reports Ned Simons The Lib Dem Leadership Race Isn't Even Subtle Anymore More Politics Cameron 'Needs Majority To Get EU Referendum'.. Hating Clegg.. Cable Savages PM Read Post | Comments | Liberal Democrats Argentinians 'Conspired To Arrest Jeremy Clarkson's Top Gear Crew' Didier Baverel via Getty Images http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/2014/10/07/top-gear-crew-narrowly-dodged-arrest-argentinian-border-jeremy-clarkson_n_5944266.html?utm_hp_ref=uk Comments | UK NEWS Miriam Clegg Bound To Stir Debate With This Rare Interview... Jeff J Mitchell via Getty Images http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/2014/10/07/miriam-clegg-durantez-feminism-interview_n_5944080.html?utm_hp_ref=uk Comments | Women Girl, 4, Mistakes Mother's Heroin For Sweets And Gives To Schoolmates Delware State Police http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/2014/10/07/girl-mothers-heroin-sweets-_n_5946310.html?utm_hp_ref=uk Comments | UK NEWS Warships From South Korea, North Korea Exchange Warning Shots AP More WorldPost 3 New Findings On ISIS Weapons.. Hong Kong Protests At Crossroads.. Kurds Protesting http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/10/06/south-korea-north-korea-warning-shots_n_5943310.html?utm_hp_ref=uk&ir=UK Comments (26) | North Korea 11 Rules For Journalists Covering ISIS, Issued By ISIS ASSOCIATED PRESS http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/10/07/rules-journalists-syria-11-territory-media_n_5945012.html?utm_hp_ref=uk&ir=UK Comments (83) CCTV Of Murder Victim Entering Luka Rocca Magnotta's Home http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/2014/10/07/luka-rocca-magnotta-jun-lin-apartment-cctv_n_5945154.html?utm_hp_ref=uk Comments | Crime Tube Workers To Strike Next Week PA http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/2014/10/07/london-underground-strike-48-hour-tube-walkout_n_5943896.html?utm_hp_ref=uk Comments (15) | UK NEWS Ebola Arrives In Europe... Fuse via Getty Images Medic Who Treated Infected Missionary Tests Positive Home Updates every 10 minute(s) http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/2014/10/06/spanish-nurse-becomes-first-person-in-europe-to-test-positive-for-ebola_n_5940772.html?utm_hp_ref=uk Comments (42) | UK NEWS MILIBAND New Poll Finds You Have Never Hated Miliband So Much Owen Humphreys/PA Wire Comments (24) 7 Reasons Why He Is On Course For Victory In 2015 Comments 7 Reasons Why He Is On Course For Defeat In 2015 Comments (31) Lightning Strike Kills 11 Colombian Tribe Members . http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/2014/10/07/colombia-lightning-strike_n_5944348.html?utm_hp_ref=uk Comments | UK NEWS HuffPost Reports Ned Simons Cabinet Minister 'Very, Very Scared' Of The Daily Mail Joe Giddens/PA Wire http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/2014/10/06/justine-greening-daily-mail-lynne-featherstone_n_5939710.html?utm_hp_ref=uk Comments (34) | Liberal Democrats Ryanair Planes Collide At Dublin Airport Emily Carroll/ Twitter http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/2014/10/07/ryanair-collision_n_5943956.html?utm_hp_ref=uk Comments | UK NEWS BRENDA LEYLAND Dead McCann Troll Brenda Leyland Might Not Have Been A Troll At All Sky NewsHuffPost Reports Comments Death Of 'McCann Troll' Brenda Leyland Provokes Fury At Sky News Comments 'McCann Internet Troll' Found Dead Comments TOP GEAR Top Gear's '13m To One' Argentina Excuse Leaving Many Unconvinced Twitter Comments (54) Clarkson 'Hid Under The Bed' From Raging Argentines Comments (189) Clarkson's Number Plate Fail 'Forces Top Gear Out Of Argentina' Comments (39) DEWANI TRIAL Graphic Footage Draws Gasps At Dewani Murder Trial Schalk van Zuydam/AP Comments Read Shrien Dewani's Love Letter To His 'Honeymoon Murder' Bride Comments Male Prostitutes Revelation Rocks Day One Of Honeymoon Murder Trial Comments HuffPost Reports Ned Simons Cameron 'Needs To Win A Majority To Get His EU Referendum' David Cheskin/PA Archive More Politics Maher To Affleck 'They Will F****** Kill You'.. Miliband 'Resigned To Not Winning Election' http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/2014/10/06/alistair-carmichael-liberal-democrats-eu-referendum_n_5938376.html?utm_hp_ref=uk Comments (77) | Liberal Democrats EBOLA Ebola Now Has 50% Chance Of Reaching The UK Within 3 Weeks John Moore via Getty Images Comments (122) 'Ebola Zombies' Are A Hoax In The Worst Possible Taste Comments (65) The Best Pictures Of The Day Getty/PA http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/2014/10/06/pictures-of-the-day-tuesday-7-october-2014_n_5940060.html?utm_hp_ref=uk Comments | PICTURE DESK LIVE LIFE HACKS How To Improvise A Dress From Duct Tape And Other Life Lessons Nobody Ever Taught You Quick Read | Comments | 25.09.2014 Most Popular 'Ebola Zombies' Are A Hoax In The Worst Possible Taste Katie Hopkins Sets Off Firestorm With 'How Many More Must Die?' Tweet Aimed At McCanns Doug Peters/Doug Peters Want To See The Next Ice Bucket Challenge..? Twitter 42 Pictures Of Muslims Celebrating Eid al-Adha AP Grey Lady 'Ghost' Photographed At Dudley Castle DUDLEY ZOOLOGICAL GARDENS The Sun's Human Rights Facepalm Takes Irony To A Whole New Level The Sun Scientists Have Given A Terrifying Warning About Ebola Reaching UK John Moore via Getty Images Graphic Footage Draws Gasps At Dewani Murder Trial Bill Maher To Ben Affleck 'They Will F****** Kill You' YouTube McCann 'Troll' Brenda Leyland Might Not Have Been A Troll At All... Sky News Alan Henning Tragedy Takes Troubling New Turn After Moazzam Begg Comments Lefteris Pitarakis/AP 17-Hour Erection Ends Sees Doctors Drain The Main Vein... Facebook First Person In Europe Tests Positive For Ebola Fuse via Getty Images Sky News Pilloried On Twitter Following Death Of Brenda Leyland Sky News Male Prostitutes Revelation Rocks Day One Of Honeymoon Murder Trial Pool via Getty Images Dewani 'Honeymoon Murder' Trial Will Hear Gay Sex Evidence REX Features Savile & His Chauffeur ‘Raped Girl, 15' Finally, Islamic State Get The Front Page They Deserve Independent On Sunday Humanity Despairs As The Daily Express And Mail Celebrate The End Of Human Rights Daily Express Two Day Rescue To Save Puppy Who Fell Into Hot Tar - And Just Look At Him Now! Animal Aid Unlimited India Follow HuffPost Email Facebook Twitter Google Plus RSS Mobile HuffPost Daily Brief Get top stories and blogs posts emailed to you each day. View all RSS feeds 'If You Looked At My Nude Photos, You Should Cower With Shame' Rindoff/Dufour via Getty Images http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/2014/10/07/jennifer-lawrence-naked-photos-hacker-disgusting_n_5945558.html?utm_hp_ref=uk Comments | Celebrity Kelly's Naked Photos Surface Online Simon James via Getty Images More Entertainment Flirty Susanna Strikes Again!.. Kaye Laughs Off Wardrobe Malfunction.. Bond Villain http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/2014/10/07/kelly-brook-nude-photos-leak-hacking-scandal-naked_n_5944378.html?utm_hp_ref=uk Comments | Kelly Brook Naked 'They'd Go To the Opening Of An Envelope' BBC http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/2014/10/07/the-apprentice-alan-sugar-luisa-zissman-katie-hopkins_n_5944474.html?utm_hp_ref=uk Comments | Katie Hopkins Where Are The Stars Of 'Twin Peaks' Now? Alberto E. Rodriguez/Getty Images/Gabriel Olsen http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/2014/10/07/twin-peaks-new-series-cast-stars-now_n_5944762.html?utm_hp_ref=uk Comments | TV Meet The Brand New 'Apprentice' Candidates BBC/Boundless/Jim Marks Photography http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/2014/10/07/the-apprentice-2014-new-contestants-profiles-pics_n_5944492.html?utm_hp_ref=uk Comments | The Apprentice Bruce Isn't Entirely Happy With The New Series Of 'Strictly' Karwai Tang via Getty Images http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/2014/10/07/strictly-come-dancing-bruce-forsyth_n_5944214.html?utm_hp_ref=uk Comments | TV Shocking New Video Of Bianchi Crash 'At Odds With Official Account' (GRAPHIC) YouTube http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/2014/10/07/jules-bianchi-crash-video_n_5945362.html?utm_hp_ref=uk Comments | UK NEWS Congratulation, Steve! TV Presenter Marries In Secret Ceremony http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/2014/10/07/steve-jones_n_5944412.html?utm_hp_ref=uk Comments | Celebrity This Dog Gives Its Owner The Best Death Stare Ever Vine/td_stoppenhagen More Comedy Nobody Defecting To The Liberal Democrats.. 14 Words We'd Like To Make A Comeback http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/2014/10/07/death-stare-dog-funny-vine_n_5944268.html?utm_hp_ref=uk Comments | Viral Videos Grey Lady 'Ghost' Photographed At Dudley Castle DUDLEY ZOOLOGICAL GARDENS http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/2014/10/07/ghost-grey-lady-photographed-dudley-castle_n_5944566.html?utm_hp_ref=uk Comments (13) | Weird News Pride Of Britain Awards - Best And Worst Dressed Getty http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/2014/10/07/pride-of-britain-awards-2014-red-carpet_n_5943672.html?utm_hp_ref=uk Comments | Celebrity Kaye Laughs Off Wardrobe Malfunction Ian West/PA Wire http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/2014/10/07/kaye-adams-pride-of-britain-wardrobe-malfunction-loose-women-pic_n_5943782.html?utm_hp_ref=uk Comments (17) | TV Helen's Got Some Interesting Career Ideas... Jonathan Short/Invision/AP http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/2014/10/07/helen-flanagan-role-new-shakespeare_n_5944242.html?utm_hp_ref=uk Comments | Helen Flanagan Broadway Legend Marian Seldes Dies Aged 86 Neilson Barnard via Getty Images http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/2014/10/07/marian-seldes-dead-broadway-legend-tony-winner_n_5943972.html?utm_hp_ref=uk Comments | Celebrity 7 Tips To Stop You Eating Big Portions Johanna Parkin via Getty Images http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/2014/10/07/food-portion-tips_n_5940156.html?utm_hp_ref=uk Comments | Life Hacks The Price We're Paying For Stress And Anxiety At Work Jupiterimages via Getty Images http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/2014/10/07/britain-stressed-out-workers-employment_n_5943748.html?utm_hp_ref=uk Comments The Life Of A Professional Dominatrix Paul Viant via Getty Images http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/2014/10/07/adrianna-taylor-story-of-control_n_5943876.html?utm_hp_ref=uk Comments | 50 Shades Of Grey Drunken Selfie Video Ends Predictably Painfully YouTube http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/2014/10/07/drunk-students-selfie-stick-lamppost-_n_5943878.html?utm_hp_ref=uk Comments | Student News 11 Arguments Every Couple Has In Their Relationship Radius Images via Getty Images http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/2014/10/06/arguments-that-couples-have_n_5875294.html?utm_hp_ref=uk Comments | Dating And Relationships Gold Morning Britain Mark Cuthbert via Getty Images http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/2014/10/07/susanna-reid-pride-of-britain-awards-gold-dress_n_5943612.html?utm_hp_ref=uk Comments | Celebrity Man Discovers Three-Inch Cricket Living In His Ear WAUMA33 / Live leak http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/2014/10/07/cricket-in-mans-ear-pictures_n_5944034.html?utm_hp_ref=uk Comments | Weird links: POLITICS ENTERTAINMENT COMEDY STYLE LIFESTYLE TECH STUDENTS National Press BBC Sky ITN Channel 4 CNN The Times The Guardian The Independent The Observer The Telegraph Financial Times Express Daily Mail Daily Mirror The Sun Metro Regional Press Evening Standard London 24 Ham & High Islington Gazette The Argus Newham Recorder Bristol Evening Post Portsmouth News Western Daily Press Birmingham Post & Mail Coventry EveningTelegraph Liverpool Daily Post Manchester Evening News Newcastle Evening Chronicle Nottingham Evening Post Sheffield Today Yorkshire Evening Post Eastern Daily Press Northern Ireland Belfast Telegraph Irish News Scotland The Scotsman Edinburgh Evening News Dundee Courier Glasgow Herald Evening Times Daily Record Aberdeen Press and Journal Scotland Today Wales News Wales South Wales Argus This Is South Wales Wales Online Western Telegraph Wrexham Evening Leader Columnists Matt Chorley Ben Brogan Nick Watt Nick Robinson Tom Bradby Gary Gibbon Jon Snow Mark D'Arcy The Waugh Room Andrew Sparrow Boulton & Co Advertise | Make HuffPost your Home Page | RSS | Careers | FAQ User Agreement | Privacy | Cookie Policy | Comment Policy | About Us | About Our Ads | Contact Us "The Huffington Post UK" is provided by AOL (UK) Limited. © 2014 AOL (UK) Limited its affiliates and licensors Part of HPMG News)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media jthornthwaite last tweet "RT @BCGovNews: Keep you up to date on all the work being done on BC's Throne Speech commitments: http://t.co/G0SSHncdsG" @jthornthwaite - 04:13pm Follow @jthornthwaite BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=33056&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2014 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 26, Number 6, May/June 2014   Reclaiming indigenous education in the Americas  By Nancy Knickerbocker   Over the centuries, Indigenous people throughout the Americas have lived a history of colonization of, and through, education. That was the frame that Charlene Bearhead, co-ordinator of the Project of Heart, used to introduce “Decolonizing Education,” an evening panel discussion held at the BCTF. About 60 AGM delegates gathered for a supper of cedar-planked salmon, bannock, and salad, and for the opportunity to hear from Indigenous Canadian, Mexican, and Colombian activists about efforts to decolonize education in our respective countries. The event opened and closed with Canadian speakers, both of whom presented powerful films about the Aboriginal experience of education in this country. The opening documentary, Hidden Legacies, by Anishnabe director Lisa Jackson, illustrates how the residential school system aimed to break Indigenous students by breaking the sacred connection to their lands and languages. Rupert Richardson is a central character in the film. He shared profound, and sometimes raw, stories about honouring the hurt of his ancestors on his own journey of healing. En route, he confronted “what it means to de-colonize, to indigenize yourself.” Richardson urged the teachers and parents present to show the kind of caring and love he missed as a child. He said he always tells kids, “You are a supernatural blessing.”  Maria de la Luz Arriaga is an economics professor at the National Autonomous University of Mexico and a co-founder of the Tri-National Coalition in Defense of Public Education. She described the deep commitment and “heroic efforts” of the teachers who work with Indigenous populations in Mexico. “The teachers become totally integrated within their communities,” she said.   Although they confront “an official culture and policy to assimilate Indigenous children into the dominant Mestizo culture,” Arriaga said, the teachers assert “a humanist and transformative education for liberation. Not assimilation, but emancipation.”  Conscious of the central role language plays in preserving Indigenous culture and world views, the Mexican teachers have developed “language nests” as a model for immersion in, and preservation of Indigenous languages.  Luis Alberto Grubert is president of National Federation of Colombian Educators (FECODE), which has about three million members. Himself a descendent of Africans traded into slavery in the New World, Grubert explained that Indigenous and Afro-Colombians have a shared history of struggle not only to retain their languages and cultures, but also just to survive. Research reports that of 102 distinct Indigenous groups in Colombia, 18 are on the way to extinction. At least 70,000 Indigenous people have been forced from their homes and now are internal refugees, uprooted from their traditional territories. “When you remove Indigenous people from their land they become orphaned because the land is their mother,” Grubert said. “They [government and multinational corporations] want to displace them and appropriate their lands to exploit natural resources.”   Despite the enormous challenges, Indigenous people in Colombia also have significant rights enshrined in the Constitution: their own education system, a unique curriculum, bilingual teachers, intercultural education, and discrete funding. “Through FECODE we are demanding equal rights for Indigenous teachers,” Grubert said, even though the union understands that Indigenous people have their own ways of recognizing the teachers, shamans, and elders within their communities regardless of whether they have university degrees. They are the “sabedores ancestrales,” ancestral wise ones who helped their peoples resist the generals and dictators who have been disappearing and assassinating them for so long. At the same time, “they have helped to create zones of peace…through the strength of their will,” Grubert said.  Finally, Jennifer King, an Ojibway and Anishnabe child and education advocate with the First Nations Child and Family Caring Society, spoke about the new film Hi Ho Mistahey, which uses the 2008 apology by Prime Minster Stephen Harper as a counterpoint to her searing exposé of the terrible conditions in First Nations schools, where funding ranges between $2,000 and $3,000 less per student than in mainstream schools. Further deepening the inequities, band schools receive no funding for libraries, computers, extracurricular activities or other essentials. Of 116 band schools surveyed, 10% were found to be in “poor condition” or worse. “What kind of message does this send the kids?” King asked. “It says that society doesn’t see you as having a future. You’re not good enough.” The film, by internationally-acclaimed film maker Alanis Obomsawin, also highlights the struggles of youth like Shannen Koostachin from the Attawapiskat First Nation in Ontario, who had a dream of safe and comfy schools and culturally based education for all Indigenous children. Before her tragic death in a car accident at the age of 15, Shannen’s dream inspired many, and the campaign that bears her name continues. King’s message to Aboriginal students? “Your dreams matter too!” Nancy Knickerbocker is Director, BCTF Communications and Campaigns Division )
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=19520,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 1, September 2009  Outdoor play/education more important than ever By Jean Gelwicks They need more of this!” Today, our attitude about unstructured play outdoors is remarkably different than it was a few decades ago. Rather than venturing outside, like most of us did, exploring creeks, seashores, fields and forests, many of our children are spending an increasing amount of time indoors plugged into various technologies, including television, personal computers, and video games. As more studies become available, it is becoming evident these changes are resulting in some alarming health trends. More children are being diagnosed with ADD and ADHD, as well as being prescribed antidepressants, and childhood obesity and related health problems are at an all-time high. Research shows contact with nature is as important to children as good nutrition and adequate sleep. Time spent outdoors correlates with increased physical activity and fitness and increases children’s feeling of well-being and ability to focus on tasks. Children have shown a significant reduction in the symptoms of ADD when they are engaged in outdoor activities in natural settings. We are learning early, repeated experiences in the outdoors also develop in children a kinship with nature that can evolve into an informed, proactive, and lifelong stewardship and love of the natural environment. Richard Louv writes more about these ideas in his best selling book, Last child in the woods: Saving our children from nature-deficit disorder. Louv believes the current generation of children are missing out on this critical form of play needed for healthy human development. We have built a civilization on fossil fuels and we are fast approaching the end of this era. This is a tremendous opportunity for the next generation; as we will need to reinvent ourselves and develop new forms of sustainable agriculture, power generation, community plans, and transportation systems. The students of today will have this responsibility. Many will have jobs we have not even heard of. But how will our children be able to take on this huge and exciting task without a deep connection to the place where they live and the understanding of the ecosystems that sustain them and all life? Teachers, parents, and students know learning is more meaningful and effective when students can draw connections between their studies and the world around them. Those of us who were free to wade in creeks and ponds, build forts in the woods, climb as high as we could in a favourite tree, and seek solace in a quiet place in nature, know, at a deep level, why we must care for our environment. In fact, when most environmental educators are asked why they do the work they do, they refer to those fond memories of a childhood spent outdoors. Place-based education involves going outside to learn about nature. This helps students connect to their communities and establishes a stronger commitment to being active and engaged citizens who are concerned for their environment. The Salt Spring Island (SSI) Conservancy Stewards in Training school program is based on this philosophy. Our program is organized by conservancy school co-ordinators but delivered and taught by over 50 conservancy volunteers each year. The conservancy believes having nature-loving adults as role models is key in every student’s life. Rachel Carson wrote: “If a child is to keep alive [her or his] inborn sense of wonder, [she or he] needs the companionship of at least one adult who can share it, rediscovering with [her or him] the joy, excitement, and mystery of the world we live in.” Each volunteer brings her or his specialty of being a naturalist, a retired or substitute teacher, a grandmother, an archeologist, an artist, a gardener, a biologist, or a geologist to the program, which makes it rich indeed. The conservancy’s Stewards in Training school program takes every student (appox. 700 Grade 1 through Grade 8) on Salt Spring Island, one class at a time, every year, on all-day nature field experiences into a variety of special places and ecosystems on Salt Spring Island and teaches them about how to be good stewards of the land. We do this free of charge. Students are involved in outdoor, field experience, where they are exposed to a variety of fun, hands-on, and curriculum-based learning experiences. For more information, see www.saltspringconservancy.ca. Our new Stewards in Training manual will be available online soon, or contact 250-537-4859 for a CD. The SSI Conservancy hopes that by the time our students get to secondary school they will know their island, want to preserve all its ecosystems, and will themselves be able to act as mentors to younger students. We hope to develop in students a sense of wonder and curiosity about their natural environment that will last them a lifetime and that they will be healthier in both mind and body. “They need more of this!” exclaimed one enthusiastic teacher at the end of a field trip, and we could not agree more. Resources Last child in the woods: Saving our children from nature-deficit disorder, Richard Louv 2005, published in Canada by Thomas Allen and Son Ltd. Reconnecting children through outdoor education: A research summary, Andrea Foster and Grant Linney, 2007, The Council of Outdoor Educators of Ontario Jean Gelwicks is a retired teacher and chair of the Salt Spring Island Conservancy School Committee. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewsAndEvents.aspx?id=17520&printPage=true,BCTF Advocacy > Blogs and discussion forums  	BCTF News and Events  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > News and Events > Newsroom Blogs and discussion forums Bill Tieleman’s blog (Political commentator and strategist) Friends of public education (Concerned Vancouver parents and public education advocates) The Hook: political news freshly caught (The Tyee’s blog includes an education section) In support of public education (Dr. Charles Menzies, UBC) Political Junkie (Vancouver Observer) Report Card (Janet Steffenhagen, education reporter for the Vancouver Sun) Where the blog has no name (Dr. E. Wayne Ross, UBC)  )
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=10160,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 6, May/June 2003 Bringing social justice into the classroom by Mitchell Barnes A social justice conference?! Oh no! Not another collection of touchy-feely workshops that want us to get "in touch" with our "feelings" and have no direct relevance to the classroom! That was my opinion when I heard about the social justice professional development conference in Victoria on February 21, 2003. I looked over the selection of workshops and noticed that one featured an examination of a novel White Jade Tiger, by local author Julie Lawson. I had been planning to use that novel for the first time with my Grade 5/6 class, and then I read that the workshop would offer classroom-tested ideas and activities to help teach the novel. Terrific, I thought smugly. I got myself a solid, practical workshop without having to worry about social justice fluff and nonsense. The workshop, conducted by Ann Nilsen, from SD 61, was exactly what it was advertised to be: a quick overview of the book’s themes, followed by a variety of reasonable, realistic, and related activities appropriate for intermediate students. A parent as well as a teacher, I’ve developed selective hearing over the years, so while I’m sure the workshop contained profound discussions about the novel’s treatment of racism, I honestly can’t recall it. For me, it’s a bit like reading Russian novels. I mentally bleep out the unpronounceable Russian names and skip on to the heart of the book. Looking back, I probably had my nose buried in the resource package of blackline masters of tests and activities. But when I got back to the classroom, a funny thing happened. My students began working their way through the novel. They read the story, which centres on a girl who travels back in time to the 1880s, when thousands of Chinese labourers were building the Canadian Pacific Railroad through the Fraser Canyon. The girl disguises herself as a Chinese labourer and encounters the prejudice and racism so prevalent at the time. Frankly, my students were shocked and bewildered at the kind of treatment endured by the Chinese workers. Using ideas suggested in the workshop, we studied the early history of B.C. in conjunction with the novel, and the boys and girls were further amazed to discover that the novel’s presentation of racism is based on hard facts, and not just literary imagination. Gradually, as usually happens in my class, the children’s interests (and far better ideas) took over many of the activities related to the novel. In addition to discussing racism then and now, the students covered the class walls with plaques of their own design honouring the Chinese labourers who worked on the railroad. Before I knew it, my classroom had become a forum for examining—yes, I must admit it—social-justice issues. The workshop worked, in spite of me! The children wrapped things up by writing their thoughts and opinions on the treatment of people in Canada’s past and present from other parts of the world. Their ideas are summed up in the words of one student, who wrote, "I am glad Canada has changed, for if it hadn’t, I would not be the proud Canadian I am today." So as you can see, my opinions of the importance of social-justice issues in the classroom have changed. It is important and relevant to students and, yes, even reluctant teachers. My own students’ learning has revealed to me the importance of acting and working together to make this a better country for everyone. As Red Green would say, "Keep your stick on the ice. I’m pulling for ya. Remember, we’re all in this together!" Mitch Barnes teaches at Strawberry Vale Elementary School, Victoria.   Opening doors—Bringing social justice into the classroom conference For the February 21, 2003, Pro-d day, the Greater Victoria Teachers’ Association Social Justice and Professional Development committees organized Opening Doors—Bringing Social Justice into the Classroom. We wanted to offer workshops for teachers that would promote "Social Justice in every Classroom." We started with the premise that social-justice resources are abundant in our local area. We found many presenters locally. One of our presenters, Anne Nilsen, vice-principal of Tillicum Elementary School, Victoria, had written a teachers’ guide and novel study for White Jade Tiger, by Julie Lawson. Through the story in Lawson’s book, which starts out in Victoria’s Chinatown, students learn about the workers who built the railroad in Canada. The novel study is available from the BCTF Lesson Aids Service. Teacher Mitch Barnes, who attended Nilsen’s session, agreed to write about how he is bringing social justice into his classroom. – Debra Swain, first vice-president, GVTA Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8268&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 1, September 2004 Labouring under an illusion by Marian Dodds Iwill never forget their "Madam, Madam, cigarette, madam," as several young boys pursued me in Sierra Leone in West Africa a decade ago, hoping I would buy an American cigarette from them. One cigarette at a time, these 9- and 10-year-olds were working to survive, likely unaware of their role as victims of the worldwide tobacco industry and its lust for new markets. Child labour was calling out to me. For much of my career, I have taught and encouraged colleagues to teach global education to raise awareness about topics such as child labour and to support actions to decrease it in the developing world. I was under the illusion that child labour is something that we do not condone in Canada. I never dreamt I would have to fight child labour here. With Bill 37, the B.C. government has lowered the age at which children can work to 12 and has lifted restrictions that would protect them if they do work. The government has put our youth at greater risk for injury, exploitation, dropping out of school, and a life of poverty in the long run. I am disheartened to think that we now have the lowest age in all of North America at which employers can hire children. Realistically, I do not expect that masses of youth in B.C. will go off to work 20 hours a week during school months and spend 35 hours a week working in the holidays as a result of this legislation. I am not talking here about paper routes, child minding, mowing the lawn, working at summer day camps for kids, volunteering at community centres, and so forth. I agree that those are generally good opportunities for youth to learn to be responsible, to contribute to their community, and to earn some pocket money for themselves. What concerns me is that this legislation opens the door wide for unscrupulous employers and naive and/or desperate parents to use children in ways that have long-term negative effects for those children and for our society. As a school counsellor, I want my students to be successful. Whether counselling them about school matters, career choices, personal problems, or post-secondary opportunities, my overarching goal is supporting each one to reach her or his potential as a healthy and socially responsible individual. In speaking to colleagues at my school, to counsellors in other Vancouver schools and to students, I found that, once people became aware of this legislation, they had serious reservations about it. What do young people need in order to develop into healthy, socially responsible adults? And how might the changes to the legislation affect the outcome? Social/emotional health Some may argue that work can increase self-esteem and build a sense of responsibility. In fact, several of the youth I spoke to mentioned this. That is one reason schools encourage volunteer work at the younger grades and work experience at Grade 11 and 12. The difference is that these are well-supervised and appropriate places for young people to gain experience. I would question the emotional/social development that might occur on a job where youth may be harassed or expected to work longer shifts than they want in order to keep their jobs. The assumption that parents are able to ensure that the workplace is safe is not always reasonable. As a counsellor, I’ve heard how hard it is for parents to supervise TV, video, and Internet activities at home. The workplace further removes their ability to supervise the activities of their children. We all know that these are the years of limit testing by youth and that their parents are not always aware of what they are up to. How will the parents be able to keep track of every hour worked and what they are doing on the way to and from work? How might work affect a 12-year-old emotionally in the long term? Stress is a major concern for young people as they struggle to balance very busy lives and to cope with less than ideal home lives in some circumstances. The most at-risk youth may also be the most likely to see working as an option to escape problems at home. What will the long-term consequences be for her or his emotional health? Might such young workers become world weary, resentful, "adultified," depressed? Exposure to negative adult/peer behaviour Drugs (including cigarettes) and alcohol may be offered. Sexual harassment may occur. What about the power imbalance between the supervisor and the employee? What life lesson will young workers learn if they witness dishonesty and disrespectful behaviours from their supervisors? How many operations in sales and service may be run by youth? What peer culture might develop in such circumstances? Imagine a night shift at a fast food restaurant with a 16-year-old supervisor and a crew of 12- to 14-year-olds, responsible for handling money and kitchen equipment. Effect on family life Where is the time for the social support of the family? What does this teach about the priorities we have? What will young workers miss out on at home? What hobbies, sports, and extra-curricular activities will the young workers lack the time to pursue? "This is so disgusting I can hardly believe it. This will further break down the family. It seriously puts kids at risk and will affect their physical, mental well being." – school counsellor Intellectual development A huge challenge at this age is to find enough time to complete schoolwork and balance all the rest of their lives. And, face it; schoolwork may not be the priority! With the additional time taken up by working, what quality of homework and test preparation will result? No wonder research shows that working youth are more likely to drop out of school. Bottom line Is there enough time for a 12- to 14-year-old to do all the tasks required and work 20 hours a week? Not likely. What will be sacrificed for the money earned? Effect on school success rates Will young workers be more likely to drop out of school? How will there be adequate time for homework? Will grades drop, thus disqualifying the young workers for financial awards and scholarships that would enable them to go on to post-secondary education? We know that the more education one has, the more one will earn. "I would rarely recommend 20 hours/week of work for a senior student. They would have to be super-organized individuals to accomplish this and maintain their grades and place in the community."– school counsellor Physical health and safety Will children have time for adequate sleep? Teens need more sleep than adults, up to nine hours a night. Will they be eating properly and having time for physical fitness? How safe will they be? Youth are injured more often on the job. The legislation does not restrict potentially dangerous workplaces. How safe is it to work at night, supervised by others who may be not much older? Away from parental supervision, what influences may the young worker be exposed to? Bill 37 makes the parent responsible for ensuring a safe workplace. Some parents may be unable to speak English and may be unfamiliar with workplace safety standards. In particular new immigrants may be unaware of Canadian standards and rights and could be victims of exploitation. Adultification/Maturity Brain-development research shows that the last part of the brain to develop is the pre-frontal cortex, where "executive functions" occur (including planning, setting priorities, suppressing impulses, weighing consequences of one’s actions). How might this affect safety on the job? Would young workers have the ability to speak out about unfair working conditions? Would they be able to stand up to an abusive customer? Would they be able to deal with a robber/flasher, etc.? Is it acceptable to expect children/youth to take on the responsibilities of an adult? Potential for exploitation Since the training wage is lower for the first 500 hours, what will stop employers from bringing in new 12-year-old recruits every 500 hours to keep their costs down? How many 13-year-olds are going to insist on a raise after they have worked 500 hours? Youth may be pressured by parents to work to contribute to family income. "Even 16-year-olds have trouble not being exploited in the work place. This could result in sexual harassment, physical abuse, and financial exploitation. Didn’t we do this already? Wasn’t it called the Industrial Revolution?" – school counsellor What kind of message does this send about our society? "It is Un-Canadian—Canadian values do not include child labour but do include education. Many of our students live in poverty and might be forced to work. This might mean that school would be gone. For children under 15, their job is school, not work. Our laws require school attendance." – school counsellor Are children the property of their parents? What message does this send to developing countries struggling to raise their standards and looking to us for guidelines? How will B.C. look in the eyes of the world through the International Labour Organization (which has 15 as the minimum age for work) and the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of the Child? Resources "Who’s looking out for our kids? Deregulating child labour law in BC." CCPA brief, go to www.policyalternatives.ca 2. bctf.ca/social/childlabour Marian Dodds an assistant director in the BCTF’s Professional and Social Issues Division is on leave from her counselling position with the Vancouver School District. Child labour polling results More than 70% of British Columbians oppose the B.C. Liberal changes to the labour laws to allow employers to hire children as young as 12 years of age. People over 55 had the strongest negative reaction to the change, with 49.8% "very negative," 28% "negative" for a total negative of 77.8%. The question asked was: "The B.C. government recently changed the law to allow employers to hire children as young as 12 with a note from a parent. While school-aged children are limited to working 20 hours a week during weeks that schools are in session, there are no other special regulations, such as inspections of the work sites or special restrictions on the nature of the work. Overall, do you view this legislation as: very positive, positive, negative, very negative, don’t know?" The phone poll was conducted by Mustel Group between July 2 to 6, 2004, and is accurate +/-4.4 per cent, 95% of the time.)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9810&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept./Oct. 2002 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 1, Sept./Oct. 2002 Yours for the asking Kids Help Phone Kids Help Phone is Canada’s only toll-free, anonymous, confidential and bilingual phone counselling, referral and Internet service for children and youth. Young people can call 24 hours a day from anywhere in Canada, and talk to a professional counsellor. Each day, approximately 1,000 calls are answered on a range of issues from relationships to health-related questions to substance abuse and sexuality. No matter where callers are and what the call is about, Kids Help Phone counsellors are ready to help. General information on the service and factual information on commonly requested topics of interest to youth, is available at kidshelp.sympatico.ca. Parent Help Line For many Canadian parents, the answer has been to call Parent Help Line (1-888-603-9100), Canada’s only 24-hour, national, anonymous, toll-free professional counselling, referral, and Internet service for parents and caregivers. "Parenting isn’t easy. It’s confusing and you get a lot of different messages," says Belinda, a counsellor at Parent Help Line, "offering callers options, not advice, is what makes a service like this successful." Free library of materials The B.C. Association of People Who Stutter (BCAPS) has a library of free materials for teachers to order. Teachers are encouraged to tap into this resource so that they may learn about stuttering in general and also so that they may be better equipped to serve stuttering children in their classrooms. There are materials available for: early childhood stuttering. teenagers who stutter. adults who stutter. To order, please e-mail Jack Beeksma (BCAPS secretary), jackbeeksma917@hotmail.com Waste Reduction Week, October 21–27 More than 130 B.C. public schools are planning to celebrate National Waste Reduction Week, October 21–27, 2002. Promotional posters and activity handbooks are available from the Recycling Council of British Columbia (RCBC). This week is intended to raise awareness of the environmental and economic problems associated with waste and to demonstrate what communities, schools, businesses, institutions, and individuals across the country can do by working together. For more information or to order free posters and activity handbooks, email nermine@rcbc.bc.ca or call 604-683-6009, ext.313. High school science The Canadian Journal of High School Science offers articles on the latest topics in science and an opportunity to publish research papers or research articles. The journal provides information on career choices for students heading for post-secondary education in science and math. To obtain more information about subscribing or contributing, contact Canadian Journal of High School Science, c/o Rick Hansen Secondary School, 31150 Blueridge Drive, Abbotsford, BC V2T 5R2, phone 604-874-0011, fax 604-864-0104, or e-mail cjhss@sd34.bc.ca Generation-E—A new brand of engineer This national initiative was created to encourage students to consider engineering as a career. All materials are for the in-class component and meet the standards of the Pan Canadian Science Curriculum. More information is available on the web site. Generation-E resources: www.generation-e.ca A classroom kit offers design projects for students A guidance kit with information on launching a career in engineering. The teacher and counsellor material is being pilot tested in more than 50 classrooms across the country. The schools represent urban and rural settings, French and English, and all geographic regions. Japanese language program resource kit The Japan Forum is a non-profit organization dedicated to education in Japanese language and intercultural understanding for K–12 students. The resource kit, "DEAI" (Encounters), consists of 192 photograph flashcards, a resource booklet, two CD-Roms, and web-site support. Language learners get to know seven young people and become better acquainted with culture and topics directly relevant to language learning and communicating in Japanese. The DEAI kit is available free to schools for a limited time. To order a set, complete the application form available at www.tjf.or.jp/deai/ and send to The Japan Forum (giving the subject line: Deai order), Shinjuku Dai-ichi Seimei Bldg. 26F, 2-7-1 Nishishinjuku, Shinjuku-ku, Tokyo163-0726, Japan, Fax: 03-5322-5215. Acts of kindness Your school is invited to join a Coin-spiracy that will change the world, one act at a time… The Invest in a Kinder World Coin-spiracy, a pilot project of the KindActs Network Association of B.C., involves the launch and tracking of a kindness currency called a UNI—short for the universal nature of kindness. To launch the UNI, schools will commit three kind acts—one for self, the environment, and another—and then "pay the coin forward." Since each UNI is uniquely coded, students will be able to experience the impact of their kind acts by tracking their coin’s adventures as it passes hands and touches hearts around the globe. The campaign will officially be unveiled at assemblies on September 11, 2002. Schools in Abbotsford, Chilliwack, Agassiz, Vancouver, North Vancouver, Sechelt, and Courtenay have already preregistered! To join B.C. schools in this timely adventure, visit www.investinakinderworld.com)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9046&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2003 Special Issue Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, Special Issue, September 2003 What can individual members do? The BCTF strategy regarding Bill 51 is based on seeking input from locals and members and developing a strong collective response. As teachers participate in this response, there are a number of complimentary individual actions that members can undertake as well. Be sure to attend local general meetings, school-based meetings, and forums on the College of Teachers and the implications of Bill 51. Go to the BCTF web site, www.bctf.ca, for more information on the College of Teachers. Discuss the issues with colleagues on your staff and in your district. Talk with your staff rep or phone your local’s office if you have questions, concerns, or suggestions. Send a letter to your MLA and the Minister of Education speaking out on Bill 51 and the College of Teachers or use the BCTF fax service at www.bctf.ca/fax/ to send a form letter. Help to ensure that all members on staff are familiar with the Code of Ethics and are aware of the ethical procedures required of BCTF members. Help to ensure that parents know the ethical processes to use in raising issues and resolving complaints. Many districts have processes in place that require parents to speak directly with the teacher involved and attempt to resolve the issues in that manner first. If your district does not have such a policy in place, you may wish to encourage the adoption of such a process at the school level. Share information on Bill 51 and the College of Teachers with teachers on call who are on assignment at your school. Share information and discuss the issues with them. Talk with the administrator at your school about the implications of Bill 51 and the decisions of the interim College Council, encouraging him/her to speak out about the threat to professional, collegial relationships, and the impact on the school climate. If you have not done so already, be sure to sign your form letter to your school board cancelling your authorization of automatic deduction and remittance of annual fees to the B.C. College of Teachers. Remember to give it to your local NOT your board. Locals will be organizing to have these letters signed and delivered to the local association office by September 30, at the latest. Important advice to members BCTF members are advised to: continue to follow Section 5 of the BCTF Code of Ethics when raising matters of teaching performance and professional conduct. continue to communicate with the local president regarding confidential matters. – Moira Mackenzie)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=17542&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 5, March 2009  BCTF Advantage Part of the excitement of leaving on a long-awaited vacation is the anticipation of what your travels will bring. You may meet new, lifelong friends, discover the most surprising bargains, or observe exciting traditions. Whether it’s novel food experiences or exhilarating new sights, anything can happen while you’re away. But not every surprise is a pleasant one. For example, if you were to become ill while travelling, or worse still, have an unexpected accident, it could cost you your financial security. Then think of what may happen if an out-of-the- ordinary emergency occurred. Most of us don’t like to think of these things, let alone expect them to happen. But, they do. Take a look at some recent medical emergencies that occurred, which nobody could ever have anticipated. A retired man was horseback riding in Germany. His horse was scared by an electric fence. This spooked some cows in a nearby field, which then scared other horses; this resulted in several riders falling off their horses. The retired man injured his arm and head. Claim amount: Approximately $7,500. While hunting in Australia, a man in his 20s tripped on a trap and fell in a hole. He fractured his jaw and required surgery. Claim amount: Approximately $7,000. A man in his 20s was bitten by a shark while swimming in Hawaii. This resulted in open wounds on his hip and thighs, landing him a three-day hospital stay. Claim amount: Approximately $35,000. A 20-year old man had a skiing accident during a trip to Japan. His fall resulted in fractures, ligament damage, and a broken limb. Claim amount: Approximately $24,000. We all know how it works—whether you’re ready for it or not, life happens. If you’re not prepared, it could cost you thousands of dollars. It’s best to expect the unexpected by purchasing the right travel medical insurance before you leave. Travel medical insurance basics  Many British Columbians are surprised to learn that their provincial healthcare coverage may not provide full coverage in other parts of Canada and could leave them without any medical insurance if they are travelling in the United States or another foreign country. Why do I need travel insurance? Today’s medical costs are very high—especially when you are travelling out of province. An unforeseen illness or accident while travelling (even if you’re just crossing the border for a few hours or a few days) can put you and your family in dire financial straits. If you are forced to reschedule, delay, or cancel a trip, travel insurance can also cover the cost of cancelled flights, rebooking travel, or coming home early. What should I look for in travel insurance? 1. Travel Medical Insurance – to cover the costs of medical emergencies while travelling. These costs include: Emergency medical treatment Hospital expenses Doctor bills not paid by BC Medical Ambulance service Prescription drugs Emergency dental treatment 2. Trip Cancellation/Trip Interruption insurance—to reimburse non-refundable prepaid travel costs if your trip is cancelled before you leave or interrupted after your trip has begun. What type of plan do I need? If you only travel outside of BC once or twice a year, a single trip plan is easy and economical. If you travel more than twice a year, your best value may be a multi-trip policy for the whole year. What should I know before I buy travel insurance? You should find out how much medical coverage for travel you have in your healthcare insurance plan including any employee health benefit plan. Then you need to consider how much travelling you'll be doing, how you'll be travelling, and where you'll be going. A one-time cruise in the Mediterranean will require different coverage than frequent weekend trips to Washington State. Discuss your travel plans with your BCAA insurance agent and choose the option that fits your needs. Information provided courtesy of the BCTF Advantage Program. For more information about the new customized travel insurance program for teachers, please click on www.bctfadvantage.ca or call 1-877-778-8717.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=30173,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2013 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 25, Number 7, May/June 2013     Teachers build a better world  By Marie-Claude Tremblay   Once again over 400 of our newest and future members from all over BC converged on the Radisson Hotel in Richmond for the annual BCTF Conference for New Teachers, New TTOCs, and Student-teachers at the beginning of March. Fifty facilitators, new teachers to retired, offered workshops over the next two days on a wide variety of subjects such as poverty and LBGTQ issues, employment insurance, health and safety, and collective agreements, enhancing critical thinking, assessment, mental health for teachers and students, working with Aboriginal youth, French immersion and FSL, and the list goes on. New friendships were made and old ones renewed. Ideas, stories, concerns and resources shared by all. From the feedback forms and the survey, everyone walked away with something to use Monday morning, be it a resource, lesson plan, technique or a new way of looking at teaching and students. See you next year! Marie-Claude Tremblay, co-ordinator, Conference for new teachers, new TTOCs, and student-teachers  Les enseignant(e) travaillent pour un monde meilleur Encore une fois, début mars, l’hôtel Radisson de Richmond fut envahi par nos plus jeunes membres. Pendant 2 jours, plus de 400 nouveaux enseignants, nouveaux suppléants et maîtres-stagiaires ont créé ou renouvelé des amitiés, partagé idées, ressources et adresses électroniques, discuté de la réalité dans leurs salles de classe, posé milles questions et ri des aventures de leurs élèves et de leurs collègues. Ils ont grandement apprécié la diversité des ateliers offerts dans les 2 langues et surtout le dévouement des facilitateurs. Des enseignants d’horizons divers : certains tout nouveau dans la profession, d’autres à la retraite, ont offert des ateliers sur la justice sociale, la santé et la sécurité , notre convention collective, l’évaluation, la pensée critique, la santé mentale des enseignants et de leurs étudiants, sur les façons de travailler avec les jeunes Autochtones, sans oublier les langues, les arts, les sciences, l’éducation physique et la gestion de classe. D’après les commentaires dans les évaluations, tout le monde est rentré à la maison, rapportant avec soi, une nouvelle ressource, leçon ou technique mais surtout un nouveau regard sur notre profession et nos élèves. À l’année prochaine. Marie-Claude Tremblay, Coordonnatrice, Conférence pour nouveaux enseignants, suppléants et maîtres-stagiaires Bureau des programmes et services en français    Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/insights_west/status/515251978499543040,Insights West on Twitter: "Chinese immigrants aged 35-54 in British Columbia are the most critical of employment opportunities in Canada. http://t.co/LoV6lyDTjW" টুইটার অনুসন্ধান অনুসন্ধান টুইটার খুঁজুন সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ ভাষা : বাংলা. हिन्दी Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন টুইটার-এ নতুন ? আজই যোগদান করুন » সাইন ইন করুন ফোন, ইমেল বা ব্যবহারকারীর নাম পাসওয়ার্ড সাইন ইন আমাকে মনে রাখুন পাসওয়ার্ড ভুলে গেছেন? ইতিমধ্যে আপনি কি টেক্সট বার্তার মাধ্যমে টুইটার ব্যবহার করছেন? অনুসরণ অনুসরণ করা কর্মসমূহ:অনুসরণ না করা অবরুদ্ধ অবরোধ মুক্ত মুলতুবি বাতিল Insights West ‏ @insights_west ২৫ সেপ্টেম্বর Chinese immigrants aged 35-54 in British Columbia are the most critical of employment opportunities in Canada. http://bit.ly/iwmp_01  প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট পুনঃটুইট ১ ২:৩০ অপরাহ্ণ - ২৫ সেপ্টেম্বর, ২০১৪ Insights West থেকে কোন আপডেট মিস্ করবেন না © 2014 টুইটার সম্বন্ধে সহায়তা বিজ্ঞপ্তি তথ্য বন্ধ মিডিয়াটিকে চিহ্নিত করুন এটি ইতিমধ্যে সংবেদনশীল কন্টেন্ট ধারণকারী হিসাবে চিহ্নিত হয়েছে। পতাকা তুলুন এটি সম্ভাব্যরূপে অবৈধ বিষয়বস্তুর ধারণকারী হিসেবে। সমর্পণ করা বাতিল মিডিয়াকে চিহ্নিত করা সম্পর্কে আরো জানুন খারিজ বন্ধ পূর্ববর্তী পরবর্তী বন্ধ একজন ব্যক্তির প্রোফাইলে যান সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ বন্ধ আপনার অনুসরণকারীদের এই পুনঃটুইটটি পাঠাবেন? বাতিল পুনঃটুইট বন্ধ আপনি কি নিশ্চিত যে এই টুইট মুছে দিতে চান? বাতিল মুছে ফেলুন বন্ধ রোধ করন বাতিল রোধ করন আপনার টুইটসমুহে একটি অবস্থান যুক্ত করুন যখন একটি অবস্থানের সঙ্গে আপনার টুইট করেন, টুইটার সেই অবস্থান সংরক্ষণ করে। প্রত্যেক টুইটের আগে আপনি আপনার অবস্থান চালু / বন্ধ করতে পারেন, এবং যে কোনও সময় আপনি আপনার অবস্থানের ইতিহাস মুছে ফেলতে পারেন। আরো জানুন অবস্থান চালু করুন এখন নয় স্থান বন্ধ করুন বন্ধ প্রোফাইল সারসংক্ষেপ বন্ধ আপনার তালিকাসমূহ বন্ধ একটি নতুন তালিকা তৈরি করুন নাম তালিকা বিবরণ 100 অক্ষরের কম, ঐচ্ছিক তালিকাসমূহ:গোপনীয়তা সাধারণ · যে কেউ এই তালিকা অনুসরণ করতে পারেন ব্যক্তিগত · শুধুমাত্র আপনিই এই তালিকায় প্রবেশ করতে পারবেন তালিকা সংরক্ষণ করুন বন্ধ বন্ধ এই টুইট স্থাপিত কর আপনার নীচের ওয়েবসাইটে কোডটি অনুলিপি দ্বারা এই টুইট যোগ করুন * আরও জানুন হুম, সার্ভারে পৌঁছনোর একটি সমস্যা ছিল। পরে আবার চেষ্টা করবেন? প্রকৃত টুইট অন্তর্ভুক্ত করুন অন্তর্ভুক্ত মিডিয়া প্রাকদর্শন বন্ধ টুইটারে নিবন্ধন করুন টুইটারে নেই? নিবন্ধন করুন, আপনির পছন্দের বিষয়গুলির সাথে যুক্ত হন, এবং তাদের বিষয়ে হালনাগাদ পান। একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন » বন্ধ দুটি উপায় (প্রেরণ এবং গ্রহণ) শর্ট কোড: দেশ কোড গ্রাহকদের জন্য মার্কিন যুক্তরাষ্ট্র 40404 (যে কোন) কানাডা 21212 (যে কোন) যুক্তরাজ্য 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM হাইতি 40404 Digicel, Voila আয়ারল্যান্ড 51210 Vodafone, O2 ভারত 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance ইন্দোনেশিয়া 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » অন্য দেশসমুহের এসএসএস সংক্ষিপ্ত কোড দেখুন বন্ধ নিশ্চিতকরণ)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=18270&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 6, April 2009  Paths to Professional Autonomy Professional autonomy and coercive collaboration Middle-school prep time, teaming, and ETS assessment for learning  By David Futter The middle-school model contains many tensions for teachers and teacher autonomy. The principle of common planning time contains the idea of team collaboration. The issue is to maintain the balance between team collaboration and teacher professional autonomy. The current trend toward the use of assessment for learning methodology in decision-making has increased the pressure on teacher professional autonomy. Middle-school teams meet to make decisions over curriculum, students’ learning, and other team business. The smooth running of teams often requires that teachers come to a consensus or agreement over the decisions made in team meetings. In many cases, this process is the best scenario; however, there is the potential for coercive conduct or parameters to be put in place to develop “consensual” team decisions. The new impetus of assessment for learning, of learning, and as learning, brings a new philosophical approach to decision-making. The appeal of assessment for learning is for more meaningful assessment and feedback to students and to reflect the current focus on a cognitive approach to learning. Assessment for learning is an attempt to move away from the positivistic approach of simply measuring learned skills and knowledge. The use of this new approach to assessment when required as a means of co-ordinating practice within a team and between teams in a middle school has the effect of trying to standardize practice and force teachers to apply the same methodologies and assessment procedures in order to produce data—data that can be used to make team decisions. As Lorna Earle has written, teachers understand that assessment has many purposes and goals. An individual teacher’s use of assessment for learning, of learning, and as learning has professional autonomy embedded within it. The shift to team use of this approach belies the professional judgment of the teacher. It implies that the teacher’s assessment contains too much subjectivity and we must have standard practices in which to make the judgments. It is usually at this point that the mantra of “best practices” is parlayed to coerce teachers into using the same evaluative procedures. The example of the school-wide write is a case in point. Teachers are to utilize the same topic and then mark together to ensure consistency. The performance standards are the benchmarks to guide assessment and the results should provide indicators of which the team will focus on in the coming school terms. It is a return to the old positivistic approach. So much for teacher autonomy in determining the instructional approach, direction, and assessment of students as guaranteed in the School Act. The middle-school format of organizing students and teachers into teams can heighten the current management craze of directing teachers’ practices, and is an infringement on their professional autonomy. Hidden within this practice of co-ordinated assessment of learning, for learning, and about learning, is a philosophy of education that is at odds with the rhetoric of progressive education. It is not about what is best for students, but what is best for administrators’ control of teachers. The right wing ideology of accountability is the only collaborative goal here. David Futter teaches at Rockheights Middle School, Victoria.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=27951,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 25, Number 1, September 2012   The world matters and teachers care: Rewards of international volunteering  By Marian Dodds   “Are you a mercenary?” I asked. He mumbled something else. “Oh, a missionary.” No, he shook his head. Finally I got it “Ah, you do masonry!” A few years back, I would never have envisioned myself having this conversation with a stranger wanting to practice his English on an overcrowded minibus careening through the stunningly beautiful northeastern highlands of rural Ethiopia. But here I am, happily retired, having a grand adventure as a Cuso International volunteer in Ethiopia. In September 2010 I found myself in Woldia, a rural town 520 km north of the capital city, assigned to teach the Higher Diploma Program (HDP) to the staff of the Woldia College of Teacher Education. The HDP is a Ministry of Education sponsored diploma designed to enhance the skills of university and teachers’ college instructors in active learning, reflective practice, continuous assessment, and action research. A lot like the Principles of Teaching I had once taught as a faculty associate at both SFU and UBC and something any BC teacher would find familiar. I shared a house and classroom with Shelagh from Nottingham who was there to set up the college’s English Language Improvement Center. Together, as the only ferengi (foreigners) in the town, we shared a year of memorable experiences: everything from befriending a goat named ChoCho, enjoying Doro Wot (chicken and egg stew in very hot sauce) for breakfast with our landlady on religious festival days, juggling six invitations to people’s homes for Easter dinner, drinking endless tiny cups of coffee at coffee ceremonies, weekly Amharic lessons from an amazing Grade 12 boy to celebrating the birth of a colleague’s daughter. With good humour we coped with water and power cuts and got creative by improvising tasty meals on a hot plate using locally available ingredients. At the end of June we were all proud to celebrate the graduation of the HDP candidates. And yes, we did our best to follow the mantra “Sharing Skills, Changing Lives.” Certainly our lives changed with this experience and we continue to keep in touch now that Shelagh is back in England. Since I am still in Ethiopia I have had visits from some Woldia teachers and others connect by phone. Thanks to world-shrinking technology we also use e-mail and Facebook even if Ethiopian Internet remains “slow speed”! Will this change the world? Certainly not on any seismic scale. As teachers, we know that we can never really gauge the differences we have made in the lives others; we do it because we are driven by our passionate belief in education as the path to a better world. That’s my intrinsic reward and, I imagine, what sustains most teachers. I guess I could have told the guy on the minibus I was a mason too—putting in some building blocks to strengthen the foundations of these teachers’ professional practice. When a new position came up as a Gender Advisor to the Ethiopian Ministry of Education for 2011–13, I leapt at this opportunity to pursue my passion for gender equality and my transfer was arranged for a two-year appointment to the MOE Gender Directorate in the capital city, Addis Ababa. Once I had adjusted to the pollution and traffic chaos in a city of three million, established good working relationships with my colleagues, and slowly learned the inner workings of the bureaucracy, I began to find my place. The Ethiopian proverb “Slowly, slowly the egg will walk” went through my head a lot those first few months. It is absolutely fascinating to be in a place where the United Nations Millennium Development Goals are not just words on paper but the driving force for our work. And work there is! MDG #3: Gender Equality and Women’s Empowerment, guides our activities from the primary to secondary schools, in regional education bureaus, post secondary colleges, universities, and technical and vocational colleges. There’s a long road ahead for Ethiopia with wide gender gaps in education. Despite impressive improvements in enrolment in primary schools over the past 10 years and legislation and government policies to support gender equality, rampant sexual harassment, harmful traditional practices, such as child brides, and community attitudes that often do not value education for girls, remain key challenges. Now living what I once only read about, while sitting in my office at the BCTF working with the Status of Women program in the 1980s and Social Justice for the last four years of my career, I thank the BCTF for encouraging me on the path that has led to where I now sit, in Room 309 of the Ethiopian Ministry of Education. The experience I gained working on BCTF staff to co-ordinate women’s rights and social justice initiatives including CIDA funded Global Classroom Initiatives, and by participating on CTF Project Overseas teams in Belize and Sierra Leone, all compounded to ignite in me a passion to pursue, in retirement, long-term international work on the ground in Africa. Climbing the stairs to my office on the third floor of the massive Ministry of Education building in Addis Ababa, I think how much BC teachers have to offer the volunteer world. For fit and healthy retirees, volunteering presents an ideal opportunity to share skills we have developed over our careers, to give back to the wider world and to expand our own horizons. As with any voyage into the unknown, there are highs and lows and surprises that can horrify (especially the toilets!), amaze or delight, no matter how much pre-departure preparation one does. A sense of humour, adaptability, being open to other worldviews, empathy and compassion are essentials for the volunteer’s inner backpack. The rewards are fascinating new learning, amazing cross cultural experiences, new friendships, a sense of purpose, and beyond borders interconnections to last the rest of one’s life. You are invited to experience my volunteer life through my blog: www.spiderwebsunite.wordpress.com. Marian Dodds, retired teacher  Cuso International is a non-profit development organization that works through volunteers. Each year, Cuso sends hundreds of global citizens to work on collaborative development projects in more than 20 countries in Africa, Asia, Latin America, and the Caribbean. Cuso International engages committed, highly skilled volunteers, placing them with carefully selected organizations where a two-way knowledge exchange has a life-long impact on the volunteer, their colleagues, the organizations, and the communities in which they are based. Cuso International is currently recruiting teachers for placements starting in January 2013. To learn more about these opportunities go to: www.cusointernational.org    Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=20578,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > March 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 5, March 2010  Across the pond By Ritchie Kendrick Converstaions with the National Union of Teachers In this second of two articles on conversations with the National Union of Teachers (NUT) in the UK, you will see that the BCTF is not alone when it comes to issues that are of particular importance to teachers. Issues such as Standardized Assessment Tests (SATs) and class size and composition are also hot-button topics with NUT members. Ritchie Kendrick discussed these with Andy Wooley, Regional Secretary of the NUT, Southwest Region. Kendrick: Are there any controls over class size and composition? Wooley: Well, the government introduced at Key Stage 1 (7-year-olds) a maximum class size of 30 with the opportunity for parents to appeal under certain circumstances. Ironically, I just came from a school where that appeal has happened and the teachers are not very happy about it. Unfortunately, they have to accept it for this year and then have it rejigged. So that limit is there, but we were hoping to have that limit extended all the way up. The union has had a policy for years that the limit be 30 for a normal mainstream class and that where there are special needs and practical classes, that be reduced. What we are prepared to do is take industrial action [job action] to enforce that, but it has to be on a school-by-school basis. That is partly because of the way the law works, and the fact that the dispute has to be with that particular workplace or employer. Industrial action in the UK has to be linked directly with the employer and can’t be secondary or taken in sympathy. Unfortunately, in the UK, not all schools have the local authority as employer; many have their local school governors as the employer and any action has to be with them. Kendrick: Our teachers in BC have felt at times that we are the lone voice fighting for the integrity of our public education system. It is only in recent times that trustees and other educational partners have started to speak out against the chronic underfunding of public education. Is it the same for teachers here, do you feel you stand alone? Wooley: Sometimes yes, but sometimes you get different alliances. For example, we have a disagreement with a rival teachers’ union over the issue of SATs (Standard Assessment Tests). [SATs are the UK version of FSAs and they are used in the same manner to rate schools.] They feel that the alternative would be more work for teachers so they don’t support our campaign to end the SATs. We, at the NUT, say that it is possible to get rid of them and put assessment back in the hands of the teachers where it has always been…and in a way that is helpful for the kids and helpful for the teacher. We have parents who will potentially boycott the tests and the possibility of industrial action is there. Because of the way the law is we have two focuses to it—one, it’s bad for the kids... and two, it’s bad for the teachers. We can only take action if it’s an issue that creates an extra workload for teachers and it causes them to focus their work—their day-to-day work with kids—in a way they wouldn’t normally choose to do. Kendrick: In many BC schools we have situations where students are being given practice FSA tests and teachers are encouraged to specially prepare their students for these so-called snapshots of their achievement that are then used to rate schools. Wooley: It is a problem here as well. It is quite clear people teach to the test because that is what they are forced to do. Finance comes with the results and there’s the pressure for the school to do well…they are practiced well in advance, even all of the time in some circumstances. Publishing the figures is unhelpful because it doesn’t take into account where they come from, their demographic, their difficulties, etc. Although we’d like to get rid of all of these tests, our primary concern currently is with the SATs at Key Stage 2 (10/11-year-olds) where they are externally moderated and used in rating schools. Kendrick: It is quite remarkable how similar our battles are. I hear that the NAHT (National Association of Head Teachers)—one of the UK’s larger administrator associations— is partnering with you in your call for a boycott of the SATs. How is that going? Wooley: It is working quite well… we’re creating literature and much, much more. For example, there’s a newspaper that will go out on the street Saturday mornings to get parental support, and so on, and we’re working together to gain support from other trade unions. The fact that many head teachers are willing to support us in this campaign gives our members confidence in terms of the campaign. So we’re very keen to have that working relationship. Kendrick: It must be fairly critical to recruitment for the NUT to be able to deliver on some of the more controversial issues. Wooley: Absolutely, from our point of view we have always seen ourselves as a union with progressive educational policies and of course the usual condition of service issues. A rival union leader once famously said, “We’re not interested in the education side of it because pupils don’t pay union sub.” But our members do care, I mean, obviously they care about bread-and-butter issues such as salary and conditions of service, but they care greatly about the quality of education, so we campaign on those issues in a general sense as well as school-by-school. Ritchie Kendrick is an assistant director, BCTF Field Service Division. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=21778,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 23, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 2010   Book review: Education, resistance, and the empire of illusion  By Patrik Parkes   In his famous exploration of modern authority, Discipline & Punish (1975), Michel Foucault characterizes formal education as an extension of the military and prison systems: “A relation of surveillance, defined and regulated, is inscribed at the heart of the practice of teaching.” To most teachers, it is perhaps distasteful to read a depiction of our work as equivalent to that of prison guards. Nevertheless, there can be no doubt that teaching is “inscribed” with a surveillance function that serves greater structures of authority. We are employed by school boards, and teach material prescribed by provincial curricula. Short of a radical social transformation, we cannot help but act as virtual prison guards in the service of such authority. However, we should not excuse ourselves too lightly: our “prison guard” function is also a question of degree, and in this we have some control. Two books, recently published, provide insights regarding our role as servants of authority. The first, Empire of Illusion, by the Pulitzer Prize winning US journalist Chris Hedges, describes the banality and atomization that characterize contemporary North American culture. The second, Résistance, is the recent translation of French resistance activist Agnès Humbert’s wartime memoir. On the surface, these two books may seem unconnected. But for those who doubt Hedges’ depiction of North American society as extreme, Humbert provides a foil: for most, life in Nazi-occupied France was fairly “normal,” after all. That is, when we consider that most French weren’t cowering in corners, anticipating abuse by the Gestapo, the apparent placidity of our own times may come into question. Both Hedges and Humbert depict the mechanisms by which extreme situations are abetted by complacency. And as teachers—unless we aim to assist a kind of fascism—we need to be vigilantly mindful of such mechanisms. Hedges reminds us that “honest intellectual inquiry…is by its nature distrustful of authority, fiercely independent, and often subversive.” However, through various filters, universities function instead to create “hordes of competent systems managers.” Hedges describes universities that “do only a mediocre job of teaching students to question and think” and “organize learning around minutely specialized disciplines, narrow answers, and rigid structures designed to produce such answers.” These assertions are backed by fascinating anecdotes of an education system in which fragmentation is promoted as “diversity,” students fail to question the structures of their own society, and literature is taught without regard for its social context. In Hedges’ account, education fails to engage in the ‘big picture,’ and serves only the illusion of wisdom—one of the five “illusions” presented alongside those of Literacy, Love, Happiness, and America. The failings of education, here, are not isolated, but symptomatic of a North American culture in which adults are infantilized, unable or unwilling to confront the confusion of reality; “indulged and comforted by clichés, stereotypes, and inspirational messages that tell us we can be whoever we seek to be.” It is also a sadistic culture, in which “reality” television tells us: “Those who win are the best. Those who lose deserve to be erased. Compassion, competence, intelligence, and solidarity with others are forms of weakness.” And for those who think it’s just entertainment, Hedges’ discussion of violent pornography is illuminating: “Porn reflects the endemic cruelty of our society. This is a society that does not blink when the industrial slaughter unleashed by the United States and its allies kills hundreds of civilians in Gaza or hundreds of thousands of innocents in Iraq and Afghanistan. Porn reflects back the cruelty of a culture that tosses its mentally ill out on the street, warehouses more than two million people in prisons, denies healthcare to tens of millions of poor, champions gun ownership over gun control, and trumpets an obnoxious and superpatriotic nationalism and rapacious corporate capitalism. The violence, cruelty, and degradation of porn are expressions of a society that has lost its capacity for empathy.” Here it should be clarified that most of these descriptors also apply to Canada. Hedges reminds us that a similar segment of our own population—42%—is also illiterate or semiliterate. In the broader sense, however, he makes it clear that literacy indicates not only the practical ability to read, but also willingness. He describes a media-saturated public discourse in which “Those who question, those who doubt, those who are critical, those who are able to confront reality and grasp the hollowness of celebrity culture are shunned and condemned for their pessimism.” Here, let us remember that Canada is also influenced by much of the same mass media. Hedges makes a clear connection between the kind of infantile, narcissistic, and magical thinking he finds in North American society, and the sadism—specifically the lack of both compassion and communitarian values—promoted in this culture. Within this discussion he invokes history, and declares that “those who suffer from historical amnesia, the belief that we are unique in history and have nothing to learn from the past, remain children.” This brings us to Agnès Humbert’s account of the French Resistance. In Résistance, Humbert also describes a society overrun by sadism and banality. Of course, Nazi-occupied France and contemporary North America are not the same. Yet the connection should not be dismissed. We, too, are subjected to surveillance, ideological orthodoxies (of disingenuously unregulated markets and globalization), exploitative trade arrangements, and a vapid mass culture inculcating establishment values. And in reading Humbert’s account of occupied France, we can approach an understanding that our contemporary “normalcy” is in fact a kind of illusion. Humbert’s wartime memoir reads like a novel, populated by a variety of characters, responding individually to the political circumstances in which they live. Immediately following the Nazi occupation, there is little sense of a drastic alteration in day-to-day living. The infrastructure operates as normal, and we discover there is no shortage of supportive actors, willing to take positions vacated by those less trustworthy to the new regime. Resisters, such as Humbert and her comrades, are in the minority. As a result of her transgression, she is imprisoned, and later sent to a series of work camps. Among the Germans, we discover various degrees of complicity with the Nazi government. There are committed Nazis and sadistic labour camp supervisors. We also encounter a judge who “respects and admires the men whom he is about to condemn to death” for subversion; a competent mayor who joins the Nazi party for reasons of practicality; a guard who risks his life by offering refuge to Humbert; and active resisters who, like Humbert, are condemned to forced labour. This account is nuanced, and through it we learn that there are degrees of complicity and resistance. But what is the best response under the circumstances? And in our own times, to what degree should we co-operate with the system in which we live? Should we actively support it? Should we, like the judge, register our distaste yet follow the rules? Should we, like the prison guard, work within the system subversively? Or should we, as Humbert and her comrades, actively resist? In the end, their resistance is rewarded, but it is, perhaps, a Pyrrhic victory—most of her comrades are executed. Humbert’s Résistance acknowledges that there are various and complex versions of both co-operation and non-co-operation, but she has little patience with those who excuse their inability to act, as follows: “We couldn’t! Our hands were tied!” To this, she replies, “Were your hands tied more tightly than ours?” Again, we do not live under the Nazi occupation. Nor are we guards at a forced labour camp. However, by Chris Hedge’s very convincing account, in Empire of Illusion, we live in a society in which “to engage in the goals of the collective, is to be [perceived as] obstructive and negative.” He shows us that, in light of the 2008 financial crisis, it is a society in which elites “were never taught how to question the assumptions of their age,” and act as technicians, trained merely “to sustain a dead system.” Of course, we are not the same elites who are responsible for the financial meltdown. However, as teachers, we need to be self-critical, and question whether we are not, in fact, training future generations merely “to maintain a structure that cannot be maintained.” Are we truly qualified to provide students with the tools they need to see the big picture and participate in a democracy? This is a difficult task if we do not have these tools ourselves. To be sure, we need to take responsibility and acquire these tools on our own—as many of us do. But we also need to question whether the system that produces teachers is, in fact, adequate. In BC, for example, it is possible to be certified as a teacher without ever having taken a course in the philosophy or sociology of education (as is the case for graduates of SFU’s professional development program). It is absolutely crucial that we are able to understand our role in the greater context—if not for the sake of our society, then for ourselves. A society as Hedges depicts it, atomized, sadistic, and irrational, will certainly find no interest in providing a supportive environment for our profession. We play an important role in influencing the direction of the society in which we live. But if we do not take this role seriously, that is, if we act uncritically, as mere system managers, it may not be a society in which we will want to live. Patrik Parkes teaches at Moscrop Secondary School, Burnaby and is editor of the Global Educator. Reprinted from The Global Educator, the PAGE PSA journal.    Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12704&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 1999 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 12, Number 2, October 1999 Maintain the momentum in class-size reduction by Garry Litke This fall, new class-size limits were implemented in primary classrooms across B.C., creating for children in the public school system what may be some of the best learning conditions in North America. It is time to start focussing our energy on reducing class size in the intermediate and secondary grades. This goal is supported by the parents of this province and by research. Just as home improvement in one room points out the need for improvement in the rest of the house, the primary improvement contrasts with intermediate and secondary lacking improvements for more than a decade. In some locals, where class-size limits are 30 and there is a “fudge” factor of two or three, an intermediate class may have as many as 33 students, while down the hall in primary, a class will have 10 fewer students. We know that parents support smaller class sizes. Any parent who has ever entertained more than six children at a birthday party will testify to the difficulty of dealing with larger groups of children. We also know that a classroom is much more complex than an annual party. A reduction in class size is also supported by a survey of research, which continues to prove that smaller class sizes benefit students. The well-known STAR (Student/Teacher Achievement Ratio) Project in Tennessee in the 1980s offered convincing evidence of the positive effects of reduced class size. It concluded that students in a small-size class receive more individual attention, which influences academic achievement. In 1996, Wisconsin researchers began asking some questions about individualization. How does individualization come about? What alterations are made for individual students? With funding from the Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction, the SAGE Project (Student Achievement Guarantee in Education) began a five-year program, that created a student/ teacher ratio of 15:1 in 80 schools. Initial observations were reported in the September 1999 issue of Educational Leadership (Zahorik). Researchers found three main effects of individualization: Fewer discipline problems and more instruction. Misbehaviour, more noticeable in a smaller group, can be treated before it becomes a major problem. Reducing or even eliminating the discipline problem leads to more for instruction. More knowledge of students. With fewer students to know, teachers have a greater understanding of each student’s learning. More teacher enthusiasm for teaching. When classes are small, teachers experience less stress from disciplining, marking student work, and being frustrated by not being able to meet students’ individual needs. As stress is reduced, educators become more enthusiastic about implementing beneficial pedagogy. Researchers also looked at the nature of individualization. They found that teachers in small classes did not alter the curriculum to address students’ individual difficulties, but rather altered the methods of instruction. In a small group, problems with learning were more easily identified and addressed. As a result, each student gained a greater understanding of the content, and achievement improved. Such individualization is the underpinning of the Instructional Resource Packages (IRPs) that have been endorsed by the Ministry of Education in B.C. Curriculum content remains constant while teachers are encouraged to employ a wide range of instructional strategies and resources to meet individual needs. But teachers need lower class sizes in order to fulfill this objective and utilize IRPs as intended. The necessary change, funded by government, has taken place in the primary system. The momentum established there must be maintained and extended into the intermediate and secondary system. Involving parents and initiating discussion around relevant research are steps to take toward attaining that important goal. Garry Litke is an assistant director in the BCTF’s Bargaining Division.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/BCTF-research.aspx?id=22704,BCTF>in 2009: Teachers’ satisfaction with their work, April 11, 2011  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development BCTF-Research Archives 2012-13 2011-12  2010-11  2009-10  2008-09  Home > Publications > BCTF Research > BCTF-Research List > 2010-11 Archives Teachers’ satisfaction with their work    1.   Teachers want to engage students in learning, and gain satisfaction when it occurs “I still get tremendous satisfaction working with the kids. I love when I get to experience their ‘ah-ha’ moments.”  2.  Teachers gain satisfaction when they feel that they are a positive influence on students’ lives “I love working with my students and can’t imagine doing anything else, even though it is a very challenging job. I love knowing that I have made a difference in my students’ lives and helped them to view themselves as capable and successful individuals.”  3.  Teachers gain satisfaction when they have positive and productive relations with colleagues and parents “I find the atmosphere of working and collaborating with colleagues to be an intense source of satisfaction. I take pride in being a member of a profession where members are strong in their convictions, vocal and self-assured. The dedication I see on a daily basis is very rewarding and inspirational.”  4.   For many teachers, satisfaction comes from having autonomy “I have freedom to teach...with a great deal of autonomy in regard to subject and curriculum focus, lots of freedom in how to deliver, what to deliver within the curriculum, how to support students in need.”  5.  Teaching, for many respondents, was more about passion for teaching than about satisfaction with work “I love it every day, collaborating with my colleagues, knowing that what I do every day is important; constantly learning.”  How do you view the work that you do in terms of both supporting learning and the wider development of students? Is one more important than the other? In the BCTF study, working with students was the main cause of satisfaction. Second was working with peers/parents, and autonomy third. Consider each of these areas and share your thoughts on what’s important to you in terms of job satisfaction. The Worklife of BC teachers in 2009  The ‘vignettes’ are one-page snapshots of themes from different chapters in the BCTF Research study on teachers’ work in BC’s public schools. They may contain report text, charts, tables, or quotes from teachers who completed surveys.  Each vignette is intended to encourage reflection and discussion. Such discussions might take place at a local teacher union executive meeting, in a PSA, or at a professional development session, while a health and safety or bargaining committee might use them to focus on a current issue of concern. The central idea is to make the research more accessible by offering a way to quickly access and share some of the major themes in the study. The vignettes can be read in minutes and might be used as a focus for a 10–30 minute discussion. Read Chapter 5   of The Worklife of BC Teachers in 2009: “BC teachers talk about satisfaction and stress in their work: A qualitative study.” A PDF version of this vignette is available at: http://bctf.ca/uploadedFiles/Public/Issues/WorklifeWorkload/2009/Vignette5-satisfaction.pdf   Submitted by Charlie Naylor BCTF Research, researchteam@bctf.ca  April 11, 2011 This item will be saved on the BCTF’s website in a list archive at http://www.bctf.ca/publications/BCTF-research.aspx. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "Eid Mubarak to all those celebrating in BC!" @bcliberals - 06:52pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/parents.aspx?id=3370&printPage=true,BCTF > Supporting your child' s learning  	For parents  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > For Parents > Supporting Your Child's Learning Supporting Your Child's Learning You are your child’s first teachers. Your influence continues to be important throughout the school years. There are many ways you can extend your child’s learning through support, encouragement and practice at home. Homework strategies Here are some tips for turning homework time into a productive, positive experience. Once your children are in intermediate grades or higher, they will need to develop good study skills. We offer some study tips for your child to follow. An experienced teacher gives suggestions for hassle-free homework activities parents can do with their children, which helps them practice skills and make learning connections. Learning games and activities Experiences likely to produce readers and a love of reading in teenagers  Green Teacher  Leap into learning  Making use of time in the car – Learning activities for travel  Off to a good start – Practicing early reading and writing skills at home  Our Reading web page offers more tips and suggested materials. Confidence and self-esteem Self-esteem and confidence are very important factors in a child's progress at school. Children who are generally confident and have high self-esteem are more likely to ask questions, participate actively, express their ideas, and take on new challenges. They are also better able to learn from mistakes, handle constructive criticism and often push themselves harder in learning. Conversely, when a child's self-esteem is low, he or she is more likely to be negative, withdraw, and experience failure more often. Here are some suggestions to help your child grow in confidence and higher self-esteem. Gender stereotyping Parents and teachers are very aware that girls traditionally excel in the humanities, while boys tend to do better in the sciences. In recent years, girls have begun to catch up and, indeed, to surpass boys in many aspects of school performance, including exam results, graduation rates, scholarships, and post-secondary enrolment. What is "boy culture"? Is it different today from the good old days? What can we as teachers, parents, and the community do to raise well-rounded individuals who contribute to society? The BCTF presentation on Raising Confident Boys (and Girls) is available for parents. The Federation commissioned an extensive research project into these crucial issues of gender stereotyping in schools and society and produced the report G.I. Joe meets Barbie, software engineer meets caregiver: Males and females in B.C.'s public schools and beyond.  Other articles  Kleon, Scott and Carolyn Wilson. Building Self-Esteem with Youth. Ohio State University Fact Sheet 4H-008-07. Katz, Lilian. How can we strengthen children's self-esteem. KidSource Online. Building Your Child's Self-esteem. One page of tips. Building Your Child's Self-esteem. A short article along with recommended books. Building Your Child's Self-esteem. Sixteen techniques for parents and teachers. Brochure for parents of ESL students The English as a Second Language (ESL) Provincial Specialist Association of the BC Teachers' Federation has produced a brochure for parents of ESL students in BC public schools, which has been translated into fourteen of the most common languages spoken by students in BC public schools. The brochure explains the following to parents: what ESL support might look like for their children, what is involved in learning a new language, how school in British Columbia may be different from what they experienced in their home countries, ways they can know how their children are doing at school, and what they can do to help their children learn. Parent presentations The BCTF has developed presentations for parents that provide opportunities to learn strategies, gain knowledge and explore concerns. Links Note: The website links listed below have been selected for the suitability of their content. They do not necessarily reflect the policies and positions of the BCTF. Canada  Summer vacation.  Manitoba Teachers' Society. United States  Feinberg, Ted and Cowan, Kathy. Back-to-school transitions: tips for parents. National Association of School Psychologists (NASP). Parents. National Education Association (U.S.). Includes tips to help your child at home.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "Gr8 event honoring Taiwan ROC w many friends @douglasbing @marvinhunt4bc @KerryLynneFindl @mhlchiu26 @prairiechinois http://t.co/85TUCQsbrI" @John_Yap - 05:40pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Foster parents are ordinary people engaged in extraordinary acts of kindness. Join the team! http://t.co/6jUkcsOp6V" @Teresa_Wat - 04:31pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2011/09/guest-post-teacher-explains-our.html?showComment0751315461214393,Staffroom Confidential: Guest post: A teacher explains our bargaining position Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Friday, September 2, 2011 Guest post: A teacher explains our bargaining position This letter comes from Elaine Thompson, a primary teacher and member of the Campbell River Teachers' Association bargaining team Over the summer there have been many articles in the larger newspapers that constitute what is known as teacher-bashing. Such articles criticize the BCTF proposals at the bargaining table for wage increases and contract improvements. But they fail to mention several crucial distinctions between teachers and other B.C. public sector workers who have recently settled contracts. First of all, not all public sector workers have settled within the so-called "zero mandate." Both nurses and police officers recently settled for close to nine per cent over three years. Keep in mind that that probably will not even keep up to cost of living increases. But more importantly, only B.C. teachers have been working under an illegally stripped contract for the past decade. In the decision of the B.C. Supreme Court, it is shown that the government illegally stripped our contract in January 2002 and deprived teachers of both the benefits of the contract and of their charter rights as Canadians. The main clauses that were stripped were the limits on class size and composition. When teachers had bargained these clauses, they were so important to the learning conditions in classrooms that we agreed to a 0-0-2 wage mandate in exchange. So we not only lost these important provisions when the contract was stripped, but we also failed to receive a wage increase that would even keep up to the cost of living. Both teachers and students have suffered the consequences ever since, with thousands of oversized classes and classes in which there is not enough support for the many special needs students. So the government has saved money both by cutting the number of teachers, and by not increasing teacher wages. Furthermore, the percentage of our GDP spent on funding for public education has decreased significantly in the last decade. The result is that the needs of all students are not being met, in particular those with special needs. Only teachers have been subject to this illegal action for a decade which has not been rectified by the government or by our direct employers. In addition, B.C. teachers are the lowest paid teachers west of Quebec as shown by the independent mediator who settled the Saskatchewan teachers' strike this year (they received an increase of 8.8 per cent over the next three years.) In fact, the mediator stated that the wages of B.C. teachers were so much lower than the other western provinces that they significantly brought down the average when he tried to arrive at a fair increase for Saskatchewan. And let's not forget that we have the highest cost of living in Canada while being eighth in our wage levels in all provinces of Canada. It is important for the future of our education system to be on par with other provinces not only to attract new teachers to B.C., but also to retain the ones we have. Imagine going to university for five years, graduating with $20-30,000 in debt on average, and then starting your employment at around $47,000 per year on a 10-year grid. Graduates can easily earn twice that initial amount in the private sector, and increase their wages much more quickly. We need to attract excellent graduates to teaching. Very few men go into teaching anymore, and large numbers of young teachers burn out and leave the profession in the first five years when they find a job with better pay and a lot less stress. We feel it is essential that we be treated as equals with other teachers across Canada!! As far as being able to afford these wage increases, please keep in mind two things. The B.C. government can always find lots of money for projects they want to fund. Take the retractable roof on B.C. Place which doesn't even work in the rain as a good example. Secondly, in spite of global economics, the Liberal government largely created this funding crises with their regressive tax policies for both income tax and especially corporate taxes, which are now not only the lowest in North America, but also in all of the G8 countries. A fair taxation system is what is needed, as Paul Willcocks discussed in his column a few weeks ago. Teachers have been desperately trying to truly bargain at both provincial and local tables since March, but there has been a concerted effort to stall any progress from the employer side of the table, and now to deny the meaning of the decision of the Supreme Court. I guess if you are of the opinion that a government is allowed to commit illegal acts and violate the charter rights of 40,000 British Columbians in order to save money, and that somehow the highly-qualified dedicated teachers of B.C. do not deserve to be treated as equals with other teachers in Canada, then you will support those who engage in teacher bashing. Unfortunately, teachers are used to it and there will be more to come as school starts up this fall. I hope that all teachers will realize they do not need to apologize for asking to be treated legally and fairly! And I hope that many parents and other members of the public will spend some time in classrooms to see just how dedicated and hard-working our public school teachers are. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 11:56 AM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 4 comments: AnonymousSeptember 5, 2011 at 2:11 PM Well said! You should send this as a letter to the editor of the Sun and Province. The "public" needs to hear us say this. Ken Bisset sd42ReplyDelete AnonymousSeptember 5, 2011 at 3:21 PM I agree with your piece here and I am not a teacher. I do however, think you need revise some of your perceptions on the job market outside the public sector. I don't know of many University Graduates that make $47,000 a year (for 10 months or work?) let alone that figure you threw out there of "easily earn twice that initial amount in the private sector"; the most reputable MBA Schools list an average starting salary upon graduation of $80,000. Being a recent graduate, my social circle is full of BEd, BBA, BComm, BEng, BSc holders, one thing that we do share is the level of stress across all career paths. The ones that are going down the CA/CGA and Finance routes have the most stress with relatively similar pay as the $47,000 you quoted above but with 2-3 weeks holidays. -RReplyDelete LGTSeptember 7, 2011 at 10:53 PM After searching through the times colonist today for a report on some of the important facts surrounding what teachers are bargaining for and what the history has been in the last 13 years... all I came across was a letter in the commentaries complaining that as teachers make $75,000 a year that we have no right to ask for more money. I think that we really need to get more publicity and get the facts and the truth out there as to our true predicament and that we are also and mostly fighting for better learning conditions for students as well as all of the other issues that are on the table. It would be a good idea to send Elaine's letter to the editor of the Times Colonist too, and/or Tara's post: Mr. Abbott the ball is in your court... We need to get more positive publicity on our plight and get the facts out there in order to gain public support.ReplyDelete AnonymousSeptember 9, 2011 at 12:17 AM WELL SAID!!!!!!!ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ▼  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ▼  September (10) Does BCPSEA represent the interest of School Trust... BCPSEA pushing American style "reform" agenda Wrong response to poverty and underfunded classroo... Mel Joy and the BC Trustees' new approach? Good riddance to BCeSIS Cranbrook Trustees re-instate recess during job ac... Shameful cuts to BCCPAC funding show "family first... In defense of compassionate care leave Mr. Abbott - the ball is in your court... Guest post: A teacher explains our bargaining posi... ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/contacts.cfm?page=presidents&sort=1&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true,BCTF Contacts Home E-mail Lists Links A to Z Index Contact Us Help SITE SEARCH Quick Links BCTF formsBCTF NewsFrançaisLabour linksPensionsTeacher NewsmagazineTeaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Contact Us > Local Presidents Local Presidents and Contact Information Sorted by local name. Click here for sort by local number. *Sublocal       O: Office   OF: Office Fax Abbotsford District Teachers' Association (34) Doug Smuland 2570 Cyril Street Abbotsford, BC  V2S 2G2 O: 604-854-1946 OF: 604-850-5100 lp34@bctf.ca Alberni District Teachers' Union (701) Ken Zydyk 4913 Argyle Street Port Alberni, BC  V9Y 1V6 O: 250-724-5021 OF: 250-724-0442 lp701@bctf.ca Arrow Lakes Teachers' Association (10) Ric Bardati Box 422 New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0 O: 250-265-7062 OF: N/A lp10@bctf.ca Boundary District Teachers' Association (51) Norm Sabourin Box 634, 1815D Central Ave Grand Forks, BC  V0H 1H0 O: 250-442-3330 OF: N/A lp51@bctf.ca Bulkley Valley Teachers' Union (54) Ilona Weiss PO Box 2137, 3772 C 1st Ave Smithers, BC  V0J 2N0 O: 250-847-3127 OF: 250-847-3123 lp54@bctf.ca Burnaby Teachers' Association (41) Rae Figursky 115-3993 Henning Drive Burnaby, BC  V5C 6P7 O: 604 294-8141 OF: 604 294-9846 lp41@bctf.ca Burns Lake District Teachers' Union (55) Kathryn Warren Box 464 Burns Lake, BC  V0J 1E0 O: 250-692-7932 OF: 250-692-7597 lp55@bctf.ca Campbell River District Teachers' Association (72) Dave Harper 202-871 Island Hwy Campbell River, BC  V9W 2C2 O: 250-286-1663 OF: 250-286-1679 lp72@bctf.ca Cariboo-Chilcotin Teachers' Association (27) Murray Helmer 124D North 2nd Avenue Williams Lake, BC  V2G 1Z6 O: 250-398-7221 OF: 250-398-5913 lp27@bctf.ca Central Coast Teachers' Association (49) Marc Hedges Box 253 Hagensborg, BC  V0T 1H0 O: 250-982-2354 OF: 250-982-2354 lp49@bctf.ca Central Okanagan Teachers' Association (23) Susan Bauhart 210-1751 Harvey Avenue Kelowna, BC  V1Y 6G4 O: 250-860-3866 OF: 250-862-3024 lp23@bctf.ca Chetwynd Teachers' Association* (592) Leanne Robertson Box 2665 Chetwynd, BC  V0C 1J0 O: 250-788-2267 OF: 250-788-9729 lp592@bctf.ca Chilliwack Teachers' Association (33) Clint Johnston 203-45970 Airport Road Chilliwack, BC  V2P 1A2 O: 604-792-9233 OF: 604-792-9389 lp33@bctf.ca Comox District Teachers' Association (71) Nick Moore 491 4th Street Ste. C Courtenay, BC  V9N 1G9 O: 250-338-1461 OF: 250-338-1657 lp71@bctf.ca Coquitlam Teachers' Association (43) Charley King 208-2502 St. Johns Street Port Moody, BC  V3H 2B4 O: 604-936-9971 OF: 604-936-7515 lp43@bctf.ca Cowichan District Teachers' Association (65) Naomi Nilsson 201-394 Duncan Street Duncan, BC  V9L 3W4 O: 250-748-2251 OF: 250-748-5243 lp65@bctf.ca Cranbrook District Teachers' Association (2) Shelley Balfour 304-105 9th Avenue South Cranbrook, BC  V1C 2M1 O: 250-489-3717 OF: 250-489-3727 lp02@bctf.ca Creston Valley Teachers' Association (861) Becky Blair 1001 Railway Boulevard Creston, BC  V0B 1G3 O: 250-428-7006 OF: 250-428-8602 lp861@bctf.ca Delta Teachers' Association (37) Paul Steer 110-4977 Trenant St Delta, BC  V4K 2K5 O: 604-946-0391 OF: 604-946-1629 lp37@bctf.ca Fernie District Teachers' Association (1) Christina Smith Box 10 Fernie, BC  V0B 1M0 O: 250-423-3333 OF: 250-423-6134 lp01@bctf.ca Fort Nelson District Teachers' Association (81) Greg Gerwing Box 2031 Fort Nelson, BC  V0C 1R0 O: 250-775-1824 OF: N/A lp81@bctf.ca Fraser-Cascade Teachers' Association (78) Lynne Marvell Unit E, Box 1238 Hope, BC  V0X 1L0 O: 604-869-9383 OF: 604-869-3236 lp78@bctf.ca Gold Trail Teachers' Association (74) Cameron Rittinger Box 1437 Ashcroft, BC  V0K 1A0 O: 250-453-2696 OF: 250-453-2696 lp74@bctf.ca Golden Teachers' Association (18) Mike Archibald Box 430 Golden, BC  V0A 1H0 O: 250-344-5885 OF: 250-344-5890 lp18@bctf.ca Greater Victoria Teachers' Association (61) Bénula Larsen 965 Alston Street Victoria, BC  V9A 3S5 O: 250-595-0181 OF: 250-595-0189 lp61@bctf.ca Gulf Islands Teachers' Association (64) Deborah Nostdal Box 537 Salt Spring Island, BC  V8K 2W2 O: 250-537-4990 OF: 250-537-4990 lp64@bctf.ca Haida Gwaii Teachers' Association (50) Jennifer Jury c/o PO Box 325 Queen Charlotte City, BC  V0T 1S0 O: 250-637-1805 OF: N/A lp50@bctf.ca Kamloops Thompson Teachers' Association (73) David Komljenovic 202/204-1157 12th Street Kamloops, BC  V2B 7L2 O: 250-554-1223 OF: 250-554-1311 lp73@bctf.ca Kimberley Teachers' Association (3) Sally Struthers 201-144 Deer Park Avenue Kimberley, BC  V1A 2J4 O: 250-432-9729 OF: N/A lp03@bctf.ca Kitimat District Teachers' Association (80) Kim Meyer 233 Enterprise Avenue Kitimat, BC  V8C 2C8 O: 250-632-3109 OF: 250-632-3108 lp80@bctf.ca Kootenay Columbia Teachers' Union (20) Andy Davidoff 1657 Hwy 3A Castlegar, BC  V1N 4N5 O: 250-364-1740 OF: 250-364-1750 lp20@bctf.ca Kootenay Lake Teachers' Association* (862) Cam Zuk Box 671 Kaslo, BC  V0G 1M0 O: 250-353-2227 OF: N/A lp862@bctf.ca Lake Cowichan Teachers' Association (66) Chris Rolls 5610 West Riverbottom Rd Duncan, BC  V9L 6H9 O: 250-748-0011 OF: N/A lp66@bctf.ca Langley Teachers' Association (35) Gail Chaddock Costello 100-5786 Glover Road Langley, BC  V3A 4H9 O: 604-533-1618 OF: 604-533-1400 lp35@bctf.ca Mackenzie Teachers' Association* (572) Shannon Pride Box 1836 Mackenzie, BC  V0J 2C0 O: 250-997-6340 OF: N/A lp572@bctf.ca Maple Ridge Teachers' Association (42) George Serra 11771 Fraser Street Maple Ridge, BC  V2X 6C6 O: 604-467-2111 OF: 604-467-0815 lp42@bctf.ca McBride-Valemount Teachers' Association* (573) Jennifer L'Arrivee 2265 Red Tail Road Mcbride, BC  V0J 2E0 O: 250-569-2295 OF: N/A lp573@bctf.ca Mission Teachers' Union (75) Mark Bradshaw 100-33344 2nd Ave Mission, BC  V2V 1K3 O: 604-826-0112 OF: 604-826-3435 lp75@bctf.ca Mount Arrowsmith Teachers' Association (69) Debbie Morran Box 1286 Parksville, BC  V9P 2H3 O: 250-248-3496 OF: 250-248-3440 lp69@bctf.ca Nanaimo District Teachers' Association (68) Mike Ball 3137 Barons Road Nanaimo, BC  V9T 5W5 O: 250-756-1237 OF: 250-756-0188 lp68@bctf.ca Nechako Teachers' Union (56) Thomas Thalheimer Box 978 Vanderhoof, BC  V0J 3A0 O: 250-567-5040 OF: 250-567-5060 lp56@bctf.ca Nelson District Teachers' Association (7) Paul Boscariol PO Box 1012 Nelson, BC  V1L 6A5 O: 250-354-4142 OF: 250-354-1558 lp07@bctf.ca New Westminster Teachers' Union (40) Grant Osborne 607 Columbia St New Westminster, BC  V3M 1A7 O: 604-526-8990 OF: 604-526-8912 lp40@bctf.ca Nicola Valley Teachers' Union (31) Peter Vogt Box 849 Merritt, BC  V1K 1B8 O: 250-378-5060 OF: 250-378-5060 lp31@bctf.ca Nisga'a Teachers' Union (92) Richard Hotson Box 226 New Aiyansh, BC  V0J 1A0 O: 250-633-2571 OF: 250-633-2574 lp92@bctf.ca North Okanagan-Shuswap Teachers' Association (83) Brenda O'Dell Box 187 Salmon Arm, BC  V1E 4N3 O: 250-832-1933 OF: 250-832-4592 lp83@bctf.ca North Vancouver Teachers' Association (44) Carolyn Pena 100 - 133 West 17th Street North Vancouver, BC  V7M 1V5 O: 604 988-3224 OF: 604 980-8092 lp44@bctf.ca Okanagan Skaha Teachers' Union (67) Leslea Woodward 697 Martin Street Penticton, BC  V2A 5L5 O: 250-492-4915 OF: 250-492-5540 lp67@bctf.ca Peace River North Teachers' Association (60) Michele Wiebe Box 6057 Fort St John, BC  V1J 4H6 O: 250-785-8881 OF: 250-785-8881 lp60@bctf.ca Peace River South Teachers' Association (591) Lorraine MacKay Box 145 Dawson Creek, BC  V1G 4G3 O: 250-782-1284 OF: 250-782-1280 lp591@bctf.ca Powell River District Teachers' Association (47) Cathy Fisher 201-4400 Marine Avenue Powell River, BC  V8A 2K1 O: 604-485-5212 OF: 604-485-2882 lp47@bctf.ca Prince George District Teachers' Association (571) Tina Cousins 101-1968 Queensway Prince George, BC  V2L 1M2 O: 250-562-7214 OF: 250-562-5743 lp571@bctf.ca Prince Rupert District Teachers' Union (52) Kathy Murphy c/o Fisherman's Hall, 869 Fraser Street Prince Rupert, BC  V8J 1R1 O: 250-627-1700 OF: 250-624-6784 lp52@bctf.ca Princeton District Teachers' Union (17) Robert Tarswell Box 1019 Princeton, BC  V0X 1W0 O: 250-295-6684 OF: 250-295-6684 lp17@bctf.ca Quesnel District Teachers' Association (28) Lisa Kishkan Box 4643 Quesnel, BC  V2J 3J8 O: 250-992-3737 OF: 250-992-3638 lp28@bctf.ca Revelstoke Teachers' Association (19) Jennifer Wolney Box 72 Revelstoke, BC  V0E 2S0 O: 250-837-2255 OF: 250-837-2255 lp19@bctf.ca Richmond Teachers' Association (38) Al Klassen 210-7360 Westminster Hwy Richmond, BC  V6X 1A1 O: 604-278-2539 OF: 604-278-4320 lp38@bctf.ca Saanich Teachers' Association (63) Mark Skanks 6843 Central Saanich Road Saanichton, BC  V8Z 5V4 O: 778-426-1426 OF: 778-426-0716 lp63@bctf.ca Sea to Sky Teachers' Association (48) Carl Walker 104-40775 Tantalus Rd Squamish, BC  V8B 0N2 O: 604-892-3056 OF: 604-892-2296 lp48@bctf.ca SEPF (93) Sylvie Liechtele 100-550 West 6th Avenue Vancouver, BC  V5Z 4P2 O: 604-871-1866 OF: N/A lp93@bctf.ca Sooke Teachers' Association (62) Ian Johnson 201-716 Goldstream Avenue Victoria, BC  V9B 2X3 O: 250-474-3181 OF: 250-474-5555 lp62@bctf.ca South Okanagan Similkameen Teachers' Union (53) Sylvia Slater Box 1586 Oliver, BC  V0H 1T0 O: 250-498-2255 OF: N/A lp53@bctf.ca Stikine Teachers' Association (87) Asa Berg c/o Asa Berg, Box 469 Atlin, BC  V0W 1A0 O: 250-651-7820 OF: 250-651-7820 lp87@bctf.ca Sunshine Coast Teachers' Association (46) Louise Herle Box 951 Sechelt, BC  V0N 3A0 O: 604-885-7944 OF: 604-885-9837 lp46@bctf.ca Surrey Teachers' Association (36) Jennifer Wadge 201-9030 King George Boulevard Surrey, BC  V3V 7Y3 O: 604-594-5353 OF: 604-594-5176 lp36@bctf.ca Terrace District Teachers' Union (881) Cathy Lambright 4733 Park Avenue Terrace, BC  V8G 1W2 O: 250-635-4659 OF: N/A lp881@bctf.ca Tumbler Ridge Teachers' Association* (593) Karen Edwards 127 Gwillim Crescent, Box 1003 Tumbler Ridge, BC  V0C 2W0 O: 250-242-5281 OF: 250-242-5785 lp593@bctf.ca Upper Skeena Teachers* (882) Joslyn Bagg Box 562 New Hazelton, BC  V0J 2Y0 O: 250-842-6613 OF: N/A lp882@bctf.ca Vancouver Elementary School Teachers' Association (391) Dan Graves 2915 Commercial Dr Vancouver, BC  V5N 4C8 O: 604-873-8378 OF: 604-873-2652 lp391@bctf.ca Vancouver Island North Teachers' Association (85) Shawn Gough Box 5151, 6855 Market St Port Hardy, BC  V0N 2P0 O: 250-949-8888 OF: 250-949-8882 lp85@bctf.ca Vancouver Island West Teachers' Union (84) Ryan Meise PO Box 137 Gold River, BC  V0P 1G0 O: 250-283-9081 OF: N/A lp84@bctf.ca Vancouver Secondary Teachers' Association (392) Debbie Pawluk 2915 Commercial Drive Vancouver, BC  V5N 4C8 O: 604-873-5570 OF: 604-873-3916 lp392@bctf.ca Vernon Teachers' Association (22) Heather Malcolm 4004 31st Street Vernon, BC  V1T 5J6 O: 250-542-0456 OF: 250-542-0564 lp22@bctf.ca West Vancouver Teachers' Association (45) Rob Millard 4915 Marine Drive West Vancouver, BC  V7W 2P5 O: 604-926-1617 OF: 604-926-1119 lp45@bctf.ca Windermere Teachers' Association (4) Doug Murray Box 478 Invermere, BC  V0A 1K0 O: 250-341-5158 OF: N/A lp04@bctf.ca About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy Close Window Print Page   Local Presidents and Contact Information Sorted by local name. Click here for sort by local number. *Sublocal       O: Office   OF: Office Fax Abbotsford District Teachers' Association (34) Doug Smuland 2570 Cyril Street Abbotsford, BC  V2S 2G2 O: 604-854-1946 OF: 604-850-5100 lp34@bctf.ca Alberni District Teachers' Union (701) Ken Zydyk 4913 Argyle Street Port Alberni, BC  V9Y 1V6 O: 250-724-5021 OF: 250-724-0442 lp701@bctf.ca Arrow Lakes Teachers' Association (10) Ric Bardati Box 422 New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0 O: 250-265-7062 OF: N/A lp10@bctf.ca Boundary District Teachers' Association (51) Norm Sabourin Box 634, 1815D Central Ave Grand Forks, BC  V0H 1H0 O: 250-442-3330 OF: N/A lp51@bctf.ca Bulkley Valley Teachers' Union (54) Ilona Weiss PO Box 2137, 3772 C 1st Ave Smithers, BC  V0J 2N0 O: 250-847-3127 OF: 250-847-3123 lp54@bctf.ca Burnaby Teachers' Association (41) Rae Figursky 115-3993 Henning Drive Burnaby, BC  V5C 6P7 O: 604 294-8141 OF: 604 294-9846 lp41@bctf.ca Burns Lake District Teachers' Union (55) Kathryn Warren Box 464 Burns Lake, BC  V0J 1E0 O: 250-692-7932 OF: 250-692-7597 lp55@bctf.ca Campbell River District Teachers' Association (72) Dave Harper 202-871 Island Hwy Campbell River, BC  V9W 2C2 O: 250-286-1663 OF: 250-286-1679 lp72@bctf.ca Cariboo-Chilcotin Teachers' Association (27) Murray Helmer 124D North 2nd Avenue Williams Lake, BC  V2G 1Z6 O: 250-398-7221 OF: 250-398-5913 lp27@bctf.ca Central Coast Teachers' Association (49) Marc Hedges Box 253 Hagensborg, BC  V0T 1H0 O: 250-982-2354 OF: 250-982-2354 lp49@bctf.ca Central Okanagan Teachers' Association (23) Susan Bauhart 210-1751 Harvey Avenue Kelowna, BC  V1Y 6G4 O: 250-860-3866 OF: 250-862-3024 lp23@bctf.ca Chetwynd Teachers' Association* (592) Leanne Robertson Box 2665 Chetwynd, BC  V0C 1J0 O: 250-788-2267 OF: 250-788-9729 lp592@bctf.ca Chilliwack Teachers' Association (33) Clint Johnston 203-45970 Airport Road Chilliwack, BC  V2P 1A2 O: 604-792-9233 OF: 604-792-9389 lp33@bctf.ca Comox District Teachers' Association (71) Nick Moore 491 4th Street Ste. C Courtenay, BC  V9N 1G9 O: 250-338-1461 OF: 250-338-1657 lp71@bctf.ca Coquitlam Teachers' Association (43) Charley King 208-2502 St. Johns Street Port Moody, BC  V3H 2B4 O: 604-936-9971 OF: 604-936-7515 lp43@bctf.ca Cowichan District Teachers' Association (65) Naomi Nilsson 201-394 Duncan Street Duncan, BC  V9L 3W4 O: 250-748-2251 OF: 250-748-5243 lp65@bctf.ca Cranbrook District Teachers' Association (2) Shelley Balfour 304-105 9th Avenue South Cranbrook, BC  V1C 2M1 O: 250-489-3717 OF: 250-489-3727 lp02@bctf.ca Creston Valley Teachers' Association (861) Becky Blair 1001 Railway Boulevard Creston, BC  V0B 1G3 O: 250-428-7006 OF: 250-428-8602 lp861@bctf.ca Delta Teachers' Association (37) Paul Steer 110-4977 Trenant St Delta, BC  V4K 2K5 O: 604-946-0391 OF: 604-946-1629 lp37@bctf.ca Fernie District Teachers' Association (1) Christina Smith Box 10 Fernie, BC  V0B 1M0 O: 250-423-3333 OF: 250-423-6134 lp01@bctf.ca Fort Nelson District Teachers' Association (81) Greg Gerwing Box 2031 Fort Nelson, BC  V0C 1R0 O: 250-775-1824 OF: N/A lp81@bctf.ca Fraser-Cascade Teachers' Association (78) Lynne Marvell Unit E, Box 1238 Hope, BC  V0X 1L0 O: 604-869-9383 OF: 604-869-3236 lp78@bctf.ca Gold Trail Teachers' Association (74) Cameron Rittinger Box 1437 Ashcroft, BC  V0K 1A0 O: 250-453-2696 OF: 250-453-2696 lp74@bctf.ca Golden Teachers' Association (18) Mike Archibald Box 430 Golden, BC  V0A 1H0 O: 250-344-5885 OF: 250-344-5890 lp18@bctf.ca Greater Victoria Teachers' Association (61) Bénula Larsen 965 Alston Street Victoria, BC  V9A 3S5 O: 250-595-0181 OF: 250-595-0189 lp61@bctf.ca Gulf Islands Teachers' Association (64) Deborah Nostdal Box 537 Salt Spring Island, BC  V8K 2W2 O: 250-537-4990 OF: 250-537-4990 lp64@bctf.ca Haida Gwaii Teachers' Association (50) Jennifer Jury c/o PO Box 325 Queen Charlotte City, BC  V0T 1S0 O: 250-637-1805 OF: N/A lp50@bctf.ca Kamloops Thompson Teachers' Association (73) David Komljenovic 202/204-1157 12th Street Kamloops, BC  V2B 7L2 O: 250-554-1223 OF: 250-554-1311 lp73@bctf.ca Kimberley Teachers' Association (3) Sally Struthers 201-144 Deer Park Avenue Kimberley, BC  V1A 2J4 O: 250-432-9729 OF: N/A lp03@bctf.ca Kitimat District Teachers' Association (80) Kim Meyer 233 Enterprise Avenue Kitimat, BC  V8C 2C8 O: 250-632-3109 OF: 250-632-3108 lp80@bctf.ca Kootenay Columbia Teachers' Union (20) Andy Davidoff 1657 Hwy 3A Castlegar, BC  V1N 4N5 O: 250-364-1740 OF: 250-364-1750 lp20@bctf.ca Kootenay Lake Teachers' Association* (862) Cam Zuk Box 671 Kaslo, BC  V0G 1M0 O: 250-353-2227 OF: N/A lp862@bctf.ca Lake Cowichan Teachers' Association (66) Chris Rolls 5610 West Riverbottom Rd Duncan, BC  V9L 6H9 O: 250-748-0011 OF: N/A lp66@bctf.ca Langley Teachers' Association (35) Gail Chaddock Costello 100-5786 Glover Road Langley, BC  V3A 4H9 O: 604-533-1618 OF: 604-533-1400 lp35@bctf.ca Mackenzie Teachers' Association* (572) Shannon Pride Box 1836 Mackenzie, BC  V0J 2C0 O: 250-997-6340 OF: N/A lp572@bctf.ca Maple Ridge Teachers' Association (42) George Serra 11771 Fraser Street Maple Ridge, BC  V2X 6C6 O: 604-467-2111 OF: 604-467-0815 lp42@bctf.ca McBride-Valemount Teachers' Association* (573) Jennifer L'Arrivee 2265 Red Tail Road Mcbride, BC  V0J 2E0 O: 250-569-2295 OF: N/A lp573@bctf.ca Mission Teachers' Union (75) Mark Bradshaw 100-33344 2nd Ave Mission, BC  V2V 1K3 O: 604-826-0112 OF: 604-826-3435 lp75@bctf.ca Mount Arrowsmith Teachers' Association (69) Debbie Morran Box 1286 Parksville, BC  V9P 2H3 O: 250-248-3496 OF: 250-248-3440 lp69@bctf.ca Nanaimo District Teachers' Association (68) Mike Ball 3137 Barons Road Nanaimo, BC  V9T 5W5 O: 250-756-1237 OF: 250-756-0188 lp68@bctf.ca Nechako Teachers' Union (56) Thomas Thalheimer Box 978 Vanderhoof, BC  V0J 3A0 O: 250-567-5040 OF: 250-567-5060 lp56@bctf.ca Nelson District Teachers' Association (7) Paul Boscariol PO Box 1012 Nelson, BC  V1L 6A5 O: 250-354-4142 OF: 250-354-1558 lp07@bctf.ca New Westminster Teachers' Union (40) Grant Osborne 607 Columbia St New Westminster, BC  V3M 1A7 O: 604-526-8990 OF: 604-526-8912 lp40@bctf.ca Nicola Valley Teachers' Union (31) Peter Vogt Box 849 Merritt, BC  V1K 1B8 O: 250-378-5060 OF: 250-378-5060 lp31@bctf.ca Nisga'a Teachers' Union (92) Richard Hotson Box 226 New Aiyansh, BC  V0J 1A0 O: 250-633-2571 OF: 250-633-2574 lp92@bctf.ca North Okanagan-Shuswap Teachers' Association (83) Brenda O'Dell Box 187 Salmon Arm, BC  V1E 4N3 O: 250-832-1933 OF: 250-832-4592 lp83@bctf.ca North Vancouver Teachers' Association (44) Carolyn Pena 100 - 133 West 17th Street North Vancouver, BC  V7M 1V5 O: 604 988-3224 OF: 604 980-8092 lp44@bctf.ca Okanagan Skaha Teachers' Union (67) Leslea Woodward 697 Martin Street Penticton, BC  V2A 5L5 O: 250-492-4915 OF: 250-492-5540 lp67@bctf.ca Peace River North Teachers' Association (60) Michele Wiebe Box 6057 Fort St John, BC  V1J 4H6 O: 250-785-8881 OF: 250-785-8881 lp60@bctf.ca Peace River South Teachers' Association (591) Lorraine MacKay Box 145 Dawson Creek, BC  V1G 4G3 O: 250-782-1284 OF: 250-782-1280 lp591@bctf.ca Powell River District Teachers' Association (47) Cathy Fisher 201-4400 Marine Avenue Powell River, BC  V8A 2K1 O: 604-485-5212 OF: 604-485-2882 lp47@bctf.ca Prince George District Teachers' Association (571) Tina Cousins 101-1968 Queensway Prince George, BC  V2L 1M2 O: 250-562-7214 OF: 250-562-5743 lp571@bctf.ca Prince Rupert District Teachers' Union (52) Kathy Murphy c/o Fisherman's Hall, 869 Fraser Street Prince Rupert, BC  V8J 1R1 O: 250-627-1700 OF: 250-624-6784 lp52@bctf.ca Princeton District Teachers' Union (17) Robert Tarswell Box 1019 Princeton, BC  V0X 1W0 O: 250-295-6684 OF: 250-295-6684 lp17@bctf.ca Quesnel District Teachers' Association (28) Lisa Kishkan Box 4643 Quesnel, BC  V2J 3J8 O: 250-992-3737 OF: 250-992-3638 lp28@bctf.ca Revelstoke Teachers' Association (19) Jennifer Wolney Box 72 Revelstoke, BC  V0E 2S0 O: 250-837-2255 OF: 250-837-2255 lp19@bctf.ca Richmond Teachers' Association (38) Al Klassen 210-7360 Westminster Hwy Richmond, BC  V6X 1A1 O: 604-278-2539 OF: 604-278-4320 lp38@bctf.ca Saanich Teachers' Association (63) Mark Skanks 6843 Central Saanich Road Saanichton, BC  V8Z 5V4 O: 778-426-1426 OF: 778-426-0716 lp63@bctf.ca Sea to Sky Teachers' Association (48) Carl Walker 104-40775 Tantalus Rd Squamish, BC  V8B 0N2 O: 604-892-3056 OF: 604-892-2296 lp48@bctf.ca SEPF (93) Sylvie Liechtele 100-550 West 6th Avenue Vancouver, BC  V5Z 4P2 O: 604-871-1866 OF: N/A lp93@bctf.ca Sooke Teachers' Association (62) Ian Johnson 201-716 Goldstream Avenue Victoria, BC  V9B 2X3 O: 250-474-3181 OF: 250-474-5555 lp62@bctf.ca South Okanagan Similkameen Teachers' Union (53) Sylvia Slater Box 1586 Oliver, BC  V0H 1T0 O: 250-498-2255 OF: N/A lp53@bctf.ca Stikine Teachers' Association (87) Asa Berg c/o Asa Berg, Box 469 Atlin, BC  V0W 1A0 O: 250-651-7820 OF: 250-651-7820 lp87@bctf.ca Sunshine Coast Teachers' Association (46) Louise Herle Box 951 Sechelt, BC  V0N 3A0 O: 604-885-7944 OF: 604-885-9837 lp46@bctf.ca Surrey Teachers' Association (36) Jennifer Wadge 201-9030 King George Boulevard Surrey, BC  V3V 7Y3 O: 604-594-5353 OF: 604-594-5176 lp36@bctf.ca Terrace District Teachers' Union (881) Cathy Lambright 4733 Park Avenue Terrace, BC  V8G 1W2 O: 250-635-4659 OF: N/A lp881@bctf.ca Tumbler Ridge Teachers' Association* (593) Karen Edwards 127 Gwillim Crescent, Box 1003 Tumbler Ridge, BC  V0C 2W0 O: 250-242-5281 OF: 250-242-5785 lp593@bctf.ca Upper Skeena Teachers* (882) Joslyn Bagg Box 562 New Hazelton, BC  V0J 2Y0 O: 250-842-6613 OF: N/A lp882@bctf.ca Vancouver Elementary School Teachers' Association (391) Dan Graves 2915 Commercial Dr Vancouver, BC  V5N 4C8 O: 604-873-8378 OF: 604-873-2652 lp391@bctf.ca Vancouver Island North Teachers' Association (85) Shawn Gough Box 5151, 6855 Market St Port Hardy, BC  V0N 2P0 O: 250-949-8888 OF: 250-949-8882 lp85@bctf.ca Vancouver Island West Teachers' Union (84) Ryan Meise PO Box 137 Gold River, BC  V0P 1G0 O: 250-283-9081 OF: N/A lp84@bctf.ca Vancouver Secondary Teachers' Association (392) Debbie Pawluk 2915 Commercial Drive Vancouver, BC  V5N 4C8 O: 604-873-5570 OF: 604-873-3916 lp392@bctf.ca Vernon Teachers' Association (22) Heather Malcolm 4004 31st Street Vernon, BC  V1T 5J6 O: 250-542-0456 OF: 250-542-0564 lp22@bctf.ca West Vancouver Teachers' Association (45) Rob Millard 4915 Marine Drive West Vancouver, BC  V7W 2P5 O: 604-926-1617 OF: 604-926-1119 lp45@bctf.ca Windermere Teachers' Association (4) Doug Murray Box 478 Invermere, BC  V0A 1K0 O: 250-341-5158 OF: N/A lp04@bctf.ca)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=10974,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2002 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 14, Number 7, May/June 2002 President’s message Serving as BCTF president is the best job in the world, but in a couple of weeks, I’ll be leaving the position. What I will remember most from these three years is the passion of our members for the work they do with students. I’ll recall the Haida-language program in Skidegate, the teacher of the hearing impaired on the Sunshine Coast, the Russian-immersion class in Castlegar, the auto-body teaching shop and the electronics lab in Saanich, the school multicultural festival in South Vancouver, the puppet-making class in Powell River, the alternate program in Mackenzie, and so much more. I think of two very different events I attended that symbolize all that is good in our BCTF. The first was the Annual General Meeting of our McBride-Valemount sublocal last spring. It was held in a member’s living room in the shadow of the Rockies. A couple of dozen colleagues—most of the membership—gathered to discuss the rights of TOCs, the upcoming bargaining campaign, and the need for a labour and community newspaper to counter the propaganda of The Vancouver Sun and BCTV. I was inspired by those wonderful teachers who take seriously the work of building a better B.C. The second event was our marvellous rally at the Coliseum in Vancouver on January 28, when 14,000 courageous teachers made clear to Premier Campbell and Minister Clark that we will never abandon our responsibility to struggle for success for every student, for a strong and stable public education system. Never have we needed our BCTF more. Never has the need for unity of purpose been more critical. Never have we needed so desperately to build alliances and coalitions with our allies. You are the heart and soul of our Federation. Thank you for your commitment to public education and to justice. Thank you for your commitment to the most important people in the system: the students we teach. Have a great summer. David Chudnovsky Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=12222,BCTF News Releases  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources   For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development News Release Archives 2014  2013  2012    2011 2010  2009  2008 2007  2006  Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2007 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE March 27, 2007 Liberals propose unnecessary action against teachers The BC Teachers' Federation (BCTF) says legislative changes introduced today to the Teaching Profession Act and the School Act are unnecessary and President Jinny Sims says the BC Liberals should give teachers the tools they need to do their job, instead of making them a target.  "Once again, this government has taken action that detracts from teaching and learning conditions in our classrooms," says Sims. "To give the general public access to a teacher's disciplinary record is a thoughtless act.  Giving students online access to their teacher's disciplinary history will do nothing to improve classroom conditions and in fact, could be detrimental to the work teachers do."  Sims points out that such a registry is contrary to the positions of the College of Teachers and the BCTF in earlier discussions about these registries.  Teachers fully understand, however, the need for employers to access the employment records of future or current employees.  The minister's promise to try to establish a national registry will likely go nowhere, says Sims, "it's already been tried by a previous government. But there was no appetite from the other provinces." The BCTF says the government has added yet another layer of bureaucracy on a system that is already overburdened with government constrictions, conditions, and paperwork. "The government wants to give superintendents more authority and obligation," Sims says.  "It is also giving the minister expanded authority to ride roughshod over superintendents by appointing a special advisor if they fail to follow government directives.  The government is undermining BC's democratically elected school boards, and setting the stage for the privatization of the public education system."  -  30  - For more information, contact Yvonne Eamor, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell). Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12830,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2000 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 12, Number 4, Jan./Feb. 2000 Parents want class-size limits by Garry Litke A growing segment of the general public believes that class-size limits are required to maintain quality education, and support putting those limits into collective agreements. A survey conducted by McIntyre & Mustel Research asked three questions designed to assess public attitude toward class-size limits. The same questions were asked in May, 1997 and then again in October, 1999. Q. School boards argue that limits on class sizes should be removed to allow more flexibility in structuring classes. Teachers argue that class-size limits are required to maintain quality education. Which view is closer to your own? Maintain limits for quality education May 97 Oct. 99 General Public 74% 77% With Children in Public School 79% 82%   Q. In most collective agreements in B.C. between teachers and their employers, there are limits regarding class sizes that are the number of students that can be placed in each class. Do you support or oppose having such limits? Support May 97 Oct. 99 General Public 78% 84% With Children in Public School 82% 88%   Q. Do you feel that currently class sizes in public schools are:   May 97 Oct. 99 Too large 49% 43% About right 40% 41%   Conclusions: The public rejects the notion of management "flexibility" in structuring classes. The public supports class limits in the collective agreement. The public is becoming more satisfied with current class sizes. The increased approval of current class sizes could be attributed to recent improvements to the collective agreement. With Kindergarten maximums set at 20, and Primary maximums set at 23, many teachers and students across B.C. are experiencing a new level of satisfaction and the public is responding favourably. The positive public attitude is a reaffirmation of the correctness of the BCTF position. It is reassuring in the face of concerted efforts by the B.C. Public School Employers’ Association (BCPSEA) and the B.C. Principals and Vice Principals’ Association (BCPVPA) to discredit the collective agreement and class-size limits. The BCPSEA, which speaks for school boards in B.C. has called for abolition of class-size limits, citing restrictions on management flexibility. The BCPVPA, which speaks for administrators, also takes a negative view, charging that the class-size limits have created an increase in the number of split-grade classes, an increase in the number of students who have been turned away from schools in their catchment area, and an increase in the number of times a school has to re-organize. In a paper released in January 1999, the administrators say, "It seems clear that there are some negative effects of the legislation (collective agreement) on students, parents, and teachers, as well as on the principals and vice-principals." According to the recent survey results however, the public disagrees with the views being promoted by the boards’ hired managers and their bargaining agent, which raises questions for the constituencies purportedly represented by BCPSEA and BCPVPA. If BCPSEA represents school trustees, why does their approach differ from that taken by the B.C. School Trustees’ Association, who typically focus on underfunding as the source of problems? If the BCPVP Association truly represents principals and vice-principals as educators, how can they ignore the education research that demonstrates over and over again the benefits of smaller class sizes? It seems that only teachers are in agreement with parents and the public. Through collective bargaining and a strong union voice, they continue to support quality education with class-size limits. Teachers agitated for bargaining rights around class size in the ’70s and ’80s. We went on strike to achieve class-size maximums in the first three rounds of collective bargaining. We supported the recent improvements in primary numbers. Now teachers want similar improvements in intermediate and secondary class-size maximums. The public support is encouraging, but in light of the positions taken by BCPSEA and the BCPVPA, it will not be enough. It is time for teachers to begin building a unity of purpose around this issue so that in the next round of bargaining, learning conditions for children in B.C. can get even better. Trivia Question: When was the first time the BCTF adopted a policy endorsing firm class-size maximums? Answer: Class-size numbers were part of a Declaration of Working Conditions, Rights, and Prerogatives, which was adopted by the BCTF Annual General Meeting in 1976. They were based on research published by Dr. Martin Olson. Garry Litke is an assistant director in the BCTF’s Bargaining Division. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141003,www.facebook.com,https://www.facebook.com/pages/I-Support-BC-Teachers/z/SYi?_fb_noscript=1,Page Not Found | Facebook For a better experience on Facebook, enable JavaScript in your browser, or switch to our mobile site. Facebook logo Email or Phone Password Keep me logged in Forgot your password? Sign Up Sorry, this page isn't available The link you followed may be broken, or the page may have been removed. Go back to the previous page · Go to the Facebook homepage · Visit the Help Center Mobile Find Friends Badges People Pages Places Games Locations About Create Ad Create Page Developers Careers Privacy Cookies Terms Help Facebook © 2014 · English (US))
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "#FunFriday Fact: #BC has the highest small business employment in Canada. October is Small Business Month! Check out: http://t.co/20bcLmlvFP" @bcliberals - 03:55pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8092,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 7, May/June 2005 Human rights tribunal supports collective action by Ian Johnson On May 12, 2004, a member of the Sooke Teachers’ Association laid a complaint with the B.C. Human Rights Tribunal (HRT) against the union and its executive. The area of alleged discrimination and the foundation of the complaint was that through membership in our union her right to free political belief was impinged. Her allegation was that on April 29, 2004, at a school union meeting, she was informed that CUPE would be setting up a picket line at the school the following morning in support of the strike by the HEU and that teachers were expected to not cross the line, as it would be a violation of the BCTF’s Code of Ethics. On, April 30, 2004, the member entered the school property by way of the school’s rear entrance. As a consequence to her actions, the Sooke Teachers’ Association (STA), on May 1, 2004, forwarded a complaint to the BCTF Judicial Council alleging that the member had violated the BCTF Code of Ethics in crossing the picket line when she entered the school. It was the member’s allegation to the HRT that the STA leadership attempted to foist their radical left-wing views on every teacher in the district and the possibility existed that this complaint could cost the member her membership in the BCTF—her job and career—for failure to support the "correct" party line. As a way of remedy, in the form of a penalty, the member suggested to the HRT that the BCTF run an education program for teachers throughout the province, educating them as to their right to follow the law and hold, publicly, any political belief they choose. She also asked for an award for pain and suffering of $15,000. In the course of events, the STA withdrew its complaint from the BCTF Judicial Council; however, the complaint by the member to the HRT was not subsequently withdrawn. The response by the HRT, in a 10-page preliminary decision, dated December 9, 2004, was that the entire complaint should be dismissed. What follows is a brief abstract of that decision taken directly from the HRT document. The HRT decision (Manning v Sooke Teachers’ Association and others, 2004 BCHRT 281) "…It is clear from the submissions of the parties that [the member] disagrees with some of the policies and actions of the Association and BCTF. "…In its essence, [the member’s] complaint alleges that she was treated badly by the [Union] due to her disagreement with their political beliefs and actions. This treatment took the form, according to [the member], of pressure to participate in the Association’s and the BCTF’s job actions, social shunning in the workplace, and culminated in the Association’s complaint to the BCTF’s Judicial Council, in which it was alleged that [she] had breached s. 8 of the BCTF’s Code of Ethics. "…Membership in a trade union involves, at its core, a number of trade-offs. In return for gaining the financial and other advantages of collective bargaining, members agree to be bound by the collective decision-making of the union. Instead of individual workers bargaining directly with their employer about the terms and conditions of their employment, their union is given the right, and the employer the obligation, to bargain with one another. The member also gives up the right, with some exceptions, notably a complaint under the Human Rights Code, to take individual action against their employer about workplace issues, and instead gains the right to use the grievance procedure established under the collective agreement. The member is, in turn, given the right to participate in the democratic decision-making of the union about the goals and objectives and workplace strategies which it will adopt. Members of a trade union are typically expected to honour the collective actions of their trade union, and unions are entitled, in accordance with their internal constitutions, to take actions to require them to do so. Modern labour legislation, and the labour relations boards set up to administer it, have been created to establish, maintain and oversee this complex system of interactive rights and responsibilities. "Views and beliefs about trade unions, and the appropriate scope of their power, authority and actions, are inherently ‘political’ in the broad sense of the word. "If [the complaint] to the Tribunal were accepted as valid, it would mean that anytime a union member disagreed with their union’s actions, and a dispute arose between the member and the union as a result, the member would be able to make a complaint to the Tribunal that the union had discriminated against them on the basis of their political beliefs. Such a result would be inconsistent with the very nature of trade unions. It would mean that trade unions would have no power to discipline their members where their members disagree with and take steps contrary to the union’s political stance as expressed in its collective action. I do not accept that was the intention of the Legislature in enacting s.14 of the Code. Such an interpretation would represent a severe encroachment on the independence of trade unions and their ability to take collective action. "…[The complainant] has political views which differ from those of her union. She is entitled to those views and to express them publicly, as she has done. She has chosen not to participate in the collective actions of her union, and her union has taken her to task for that. Neither the Association nor the BCTF has jeopardized her employment. She has, by her account, experienced some shunning and ostracization within her workplace. This is not surprising, given the nature of the differences of opinion between the member and her colleagues. None of this, in my view, constitutes a breach of s.14 of the Human Rights Code. "For the reasons given, I do not think that [the complainant] alleges acts or omissions contravene the Code. For the same reasons, I do not think that [the] complaint has any reasonable prospect of success or that allowing the complaint to proceed would further the purposes of the Code. I therefore dismiss the complaint…." Ian Johnson is president of the Sooke Teachers’ Association. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12672,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 1999 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 12, Number 1, September 1999 Squamish culture comes alive by Nancy Knickerbocker Early one morning, the Grade 4s from Cove Cliff Elementary School clambered aboard the train and headed out from North Vancouver station, bound for Squamish country. We rolled out of town, through rain-soaked salal and cedar, past stunning vistas of Howe Sound and finally chugged to a stop just past Porteau Cove. Thirty-one students, four moms, two dads, and two teachers stepped off the train, and back in time. In the ancient language of the Squamish people, Skw’une-was means partnership. In the hearts of thousands of B.C. students and their elders, though, Skw’une-was means an overnight adventure into First Nations life and culture. Kee-lee-la met us at the siding. A teacher-elder whose name means butterfly, she explained how the Squamish people travelled either on foot or by canoe. She led us past a salmon stream and through woods lush with wild berries and fragile bleeding hearts. We came around a bend in the trail and into a clearing. Suddenly, there it was. “Look! The Big House!” the children exclaimed. They stopped, wide-eyed, and gazed silently at the huge cedar structure, an authentic example of the pre-contact homes of the Coast Salish people. Keek-yik , the matriarch of the Native elders at the Big House, stood by the gathering place at the river. In her hand was a stout talking stick, carved with animals and adorned with plaits of cedar bark that flew in the breeze. She welcomed everyone to the Squamish lands, and then spoke about the importance to her people of the Cheakamus River, flowing swift and silver behind her. When she was finished speaking, she stood silent for a moment, listening to water and wind. “O Siem,” she said, touching both hands to her chest and then reaching out, passing the words from her heart to the listeners. Then she taught us the First Nations custom of thanking speakers for their words by saying “O Siem” in response. The North Vancouver Outdoor School has operated the Skw’une-was program for the past 15 years in co-operation with the Squamish Nation, teachers, parents, and students from many different school districts. “I really enjoy seeing the curriculum brought to life,” says Big House teacher Kee-lee-la, whose English name is Laurie Clark. “Grade 4s have wonderful imaginations, so it’s easy for them to take that imaginary journey back in time to learn about the Coast Salish culture and values.” The program is founded upon three major understandings about aboriginal life in pre-contact times: respect for all people, especially elders; sharing of work and resources; and living in harmony with nature and the seasons. These themes are illustrated through customs such as serving elders first at meals, giving thanks before stripping the cedar bark, and returning salmon bones to the river. “We talk about many of the beliefs the Squamish people live by. But once the children actually experience it, they really make that connection between people of 500 years ago and contemporary First Nations people who are here and wanting to share their history and culture,” says Cove Cliff teacher Laurie Faulkner, who is bringing her third class to the Big House. “It’s a very powerful learning experience.” Each child, teacher, and parent who comes to the Big House is part of a family group: food gatherers, wood workers, wool weavers, cedar bark workers, hunters, and fishers. After they made us welcome, the Native elders called upon each family to come forward, and honoured each one of us with a Squamish name. “This wool weaver will be called Sunshine,” said Swanamia, daughter of Keek-yik, “and you will say Snookum. After each name was given—Beaver, Blueberry, Hummingbird, Heron—the students solemnly repeated each new word. Then she invited everyone to take a cedar bough from the basket and to dance to the beat of the drums. As the rain began to fall in earnest, we were glad to take shelter inside the Big House. We sat on rough-hewn benches or squatted on the dirt floor around the central fire while Keek-yik taught us how her ancestors used red-hot cooking rocks to boil water in their bent-box vessels. Each group was assigned its own fire pit and family box, which was equipped with stone hammers and bone wedges for cutting kindling, wooden bowls, basic cutlery, plastic cups, and a pair of fire-proof mitts. For the next two days we city folk managed to make all our meals with these minimal tools. The children especially enjoyed cooking bannock on sticks over the open fires. Each family group gained different skills and awareness from our Native elders. Our group, the Wool Weavers, learned how to card the wool, spin it on a stick and weave it on a small upright loom. The wood workers made small paddles from cedar, the fishers learned about how the Squamish people caught, dried, and smoked their salmon, while the food gatherers explored the nearby forest, learning about the uses of indigenous plants, both their roots and fruits. With the weavers, Keek-yik demonstrated how to work the strips of cedar bark in and out, in and out, explaining how the early people used it for sleeping mats, baskets, hats, and other useful items. Her own mother was a skilled weaver who always worked one of her signature designs—the wild rose or the butterfly—into each basket, said Keek-yik, whose English name is Ann Billy. For three generations of her family, going to school inevitably meant a wrenching loss of family ties and denial of their First Nations culture and identity. Taken away to residential school at age eight, little Ann was not even told about her mother’s death, nor was she allowed to go home to attend her funeral. “I didn’t find out my mom was dead until I went home for Christmas holidays,” she said. Her daugher Swanamia, whose English name is Diane Billy, actually ran away from residential school. Today, she’s working with other parents and the local secondary school to help improve learning conditions for Aboriginal students. “Our kids need to find that link between their home culture and school,”she says. Both women say that working in the Skw’une-was program helps heal old wounds because a new generation is growing up with greater respect and understanding of First Nations culture. For her part, Laurie Clark says that teaching and working with Keek-yik and her family has helped her to grow and deepened her perspectives on nature and spirit. “The greatest satisfaction comes from helping children, parents, and teachers discover and see the value of the past,” she said. During the closing ceremony, some adults were moved to tears as each child took the talking stick and respectfully thanked elders, parents, and teachers. Parent Wynn Wright said he appreciated “the chance to learn history not just from a book, but from living in the traditional way.” He also gave thanks for “a school system that had the vision of a special and beautiful place for children to learn.” O-Siem. Nancy Knickerbocker is the BCTF’s media relations officer. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141007,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/issues/research.aspx?id=5868,BCTF > The evolution of ESL in S.D. # 68, Nanaimo-Ladysmith  	Untitled Page  For Teachers For Parents For Media Home E-mail Lists Links A to Z Index Contact Us Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources Home > Issues in Education > Inclusive Education > Research Project The evolution of ESL in S.D. # 68, Nanaimo-Ladysmith by Donna Allen, Nanaimo District Secondary School March, 2003 Section 1: Introduction This document traces the evolution of services provided to ESL students in Nanaimo School District. There are four broad periods: 1976–92 The initial development of the ESL program, early staffing and models. 1993–98 Generally this is viewed by the author as a time of development and growth of ESL services, where services were developed in response to student needs. 1999–2001 Two trends are identified in this period: a slow but steady decline in ESL services, and the emergence of fee-paying International students in the district. Services to secondary students are particularly affected by the five-year cap introduced by the NDP government. 2002–03 Major cutbacks, particularly in ESD provision, with district ESL staffing reduced from 10.519 FTE to 3.752 FTE, a cut of 64%. School-based models of delivery become the norm. This report will describe the history of ESL services in Nanaimo school district, and share the hypothetical experiences of one ESL student who enters and experiences the school district at different times between 1993 and 2002. Section 2: A history of ESL services in Nanaimo 1976 0.5 FTE teacher at Nanaimo District Secondary for ESL. 0.5 FTE teacher — itinerant to John Barsby, Woodlands, and Wellington secondaries. Teacher Mrs. Sylvia Marshall, the only ESL teacher in the district at this time. No laid-on program; no budget; no blackboard; no supplies. After accreditation, ESL teacher Mrs. Marshall was given a budget. Still the only ESL teacher at this time. ESL classes at Nanaimo District Secondary School (NDSS), and pull-out ESL classes in other schools. 1982 Large number of immigrant students arrived at John Barsby Community School. Mrs. Brenda Stewart was hired as a full-time ESL teacher. Mr. Gary Anaka was also working in the program. During this time Mrs. Sylvia Marshall enrolled 2 blocks of ESL at NDSS and provided itinerant service to many elementary schools. All the junior-secondary ESL students were attending Barsby. All senior-secondary ESL students attended NDSS, which at this time was the only senior secondary school in the district. At both Barsby and NDSS, the ESL students had good access to regular classes, but both schools had timetable limitations. 1988 Diminished enrolment of ESL students in NDSS. Mrs. Sylvia Marshall was transferred to Barsby for one year only. 1989 All secondary schools converted to Grades 8–12. 1990 ESL program established at Nanaimo District Secondary. Mrs. Sylvia Marshall and Mrs. Brenda Stewart were the program teachers. The program also included a teaching assistant, Mrs. Rita Hillier. Extremely successful program, with great ESL content classes. Beginning English, New Horizons 1 and 2, English 1 and 2, ESL Math, ESL Science, ESL Socials, and Tutorials. English Department developed the ESL English 10 Transition course to be taken before English 10. The system worked and was positively viewed by students and the staff. Teacher Mrs. Judy Kennie now joins the ESL department with one class. Intake office set up — Mrs. Trudy Parsons, teacher. Looked after the immigration forms and the testing. 1994 Mrs. Brenda Stewart leaves to work in a Nanaimo District Teachers’ Association position. Mrs. Judy Kennie took over more ESL classes. 1998 Government’s 5-year cap on ESL services. Some change in immigration laws, fewer “boat people,” immigration changing. 1999–2003 More problems with gradually reduced services. Start of International students program, originally housed at John Barsby. Rationale is that Barsby’s numbers are down because of the new secondary school at Cedar. Soon International students appearing in other secondary schools. Reduced support; teachers more frustrated. ESL students now appearing in other schools, reduction of the NDSS program. ESL with special needs an emerging issue, with some assessment problems. District ESL staffing cut by 64% in 2002–03 school year. Section 3: ESL services as seen by students In this section, the experiences of an ESL student are described in order to provide a sense of what kind of ESL service or program was offered at different times. These are all hypothetical examples, using a fictional name, but are intended to reflect the capacity of the school district to respond to students’ needs at three different periods between 1993 and 2003. Each description reflects a hypothetical experience. The earliest (1993–94) reflects a system well able to respond to and meet students’ needs, with staff and programs in place to welcome, assess and program in a way that maximizes the students’ chances of success. By 2001, there appears to be a gradual, noticeable decline in the system’s capacity to meet needs. Teacher time is more limited, and ESL tutorial blocks have been removed. The student finds some classes meet his needs but fewer of them. Where subject matter is more difficult, there just is not enough ESL staff support. This period also occurs after the NDP government capped ESL provision at five years, reducing ESL services for many secondary students. By 2002, ESL services are reduced from the level of the previous year. ESL students are sharing classrooms with International (fee-paying) students, and their teachers are having more difficulty providing enough support for each student in the multi-level classes. Some ESL teachers are new to ESL, and there are fewer ESL blocks available. Many ESL students see as much of the Learning Assistance teacher as a specialist in ESL, as some positions now include responsibility for both ESL and Learning Assistance. There is minimal support in regular classes. ESL support in Nanaimo School District, has declined over time, with the most significant cuts in the 2002–03 school year. Cuts in ESL staffing were a massive 64%, as the district’s ESD programs were eliminated or amalgamated. The evolution and decline is described in the following vignettes. ESL STUDENT, scenario#1: 1993–94 Dear People, I am a new student at Nanaimo District Secondary School. I come from Vietnam and my name is Binh Nguyn.1 I am 14 years old. I studied English for one year but I can’t understand anything Canadians say except “hello,” and some swear words. Last week my parents and my brothers and my sisters and I had an appointment to see a lady. There was a WELCOME party and then she checked all our immigration papers and then she tested us. She had to find out if we were Beginners, or Low Intermediate or Intermediate or Advanced. Then she knew what classes we would take at our new school. This teacher lady knew a lot of things about different people. She knows about different birth dates, and reasons for different last names. For my parents, she made an appointment at the Multicultural Centre to take English lessons and meet other people. I think my parents really liked that because they could feel at home sooner. At NDSS I have an ESL homeroom. It is very good because we can learn all the things we need to know about the school. We learned about the map of the school; how to get our locker and use our combination; how the bells work; how we get our PE locker. Whenever we need to get our report cards or get newsletters to take home we do this in our homeroom and our teacher can teach us all about it. When we have course selection time our teacher helps each one of us individually pick our classes. There are three ESL teachers and one ESL Education Assistant. Someone is always there to help us right away and I am learning very quickly. We have many, many ESL classes. If you are a Beginner, then you need to take more ESL classes. If you are advanced you might only have to have Tutorial support with the regular classes. It is very good because you get as much help as you need, and you don’t have to feel stupid. There is ESL Beginners which is a socializing class. There is also ESL English 1 & 2, New Horizons 1 & 2 in both semesters, ESL Math, ESL Science, ESL Social Studies, ESL Transition English 10 and Tutorials. At NDSS we have a wonderful staff. They accept us kids into their classes easily and with our ESL support we learn very quickly. At Christmas the ESL students host a Christmas lunch for the staff. We all bring food from our homes. It is the food we make in our own countries. We have a wonderful party and everyone loves the food and loves to learn about all the other countries. In February we host a Multicultural Week. We bring many wonderful things from our homes and set up a display in the front trophy case. We also have some events and the staff and students really enjoy learning about our cultures. I am learning English very quickly and I am enjoying all my new friends. ESL STUDENT, scenario #2: 2001–02 Dear People, I am a new student at Nanaimo District Secondary School. I come from Vietnam and my name is Binh Nguyn. I am 14 years old. I studied English for one year but I can’t understand anything Canadians say except “hello,” and some swear words. When I first came to this school the ESL teacher looked at my immigration papers. Then she gave me some tests to see how much I could read and write English. I go to four classes a day. There are only two ESL classes that are easy enough for me to take and I have to go to two regular classes. Next semester I will have the same problem. I am in PE which is OK, but I don’t understand the instructions and I’m afraid the teacher thinks I am stupid. Some of the students do help me and that makes me glad. My other “regular” class is Computer Drafting. The teacher doesn’t have time to give me all the help I need, and I just wish there was an extra person around sometimes to answer my questions. My ESL teacher had to work hard to find two “regular” classes that I could go to where I could understand enough that was going on. My two ESL classes are ESL New Horizons and ESL English 1. The New Horizons class has three different levels, and the teacher finds it very hard to get to all of us as often as she wants. This class is good because it teaches me listening, speaking, reading, and writing at a level that is not too hard for me. I am learning something new every day. All the students in the class are helpful and the Vietnamese ones will translate for me if I need help. The English 1 class is very good, too, because I am learning to read and write and am doing more grammar at my own level. Even this is hard, but I don’t feel it is too hard. I just wish I had an ESL Math class so I could learn the vocabulary of Math and could remember what I learned back in my country. I am very afraid of going into a regular Math class but will have to next semester. There used to be a Tutorial block in ESL where I could get the extra help I know I will need, but that is not offered any more. Next semester I will take Math 9 but my ESL teacher is still trying to program me into something else. Thank goodness I will have New Horizons 2 and ESL English 2 so I don’t have to have three or four regular classes. There are other ESL classes offered, but my English is not good enough yet to take them. I hope next year I can continue in New Horizons, take ESL Science in the first semester, and then ESL Social Studies in the second semester. I might also be able to take ESL English 10, but it depends on my English levels. When I am in all regular classes it would be great if I had an ESL tutorial block each semester, but will have to take an LA block instead. This year our ESL teacher has some students doing Tutorial in each of the ESL classes because they can’t do the regular classes without a little help. It has been very hard adjusting to my new school and I feel safe in my ESL classroom. NDSS is a very good school, but I wish there were more ESL students so we could have more ESL classes, especially during this first difficult year. My ESL teacher does more than just teach — she helps me when I am sad; shows me how to do things in the community; does my course selection; taught me how to use my combination lock, and is always there for me. She really does need some help so that she can get around to all the kids and teach me more quickly. ESL STUDENT, scenario #3: 2002–03 Dear People, I am a new student at Nanaimo District Secondary School. I come from Vietnam and my name is Binh Nguyn. I am 14 years old. I studied English for one year but I can’t understand anything Canadians says except “hello,” and some swear words. My ESL teacher tested me to see how much help I need to learn my English and understand the classes. I go to four classes a day. I have one ESL block that we share with the International students. There are usually 15 or more students in my class. We are divided into three different groups (levels) and the teacher moves from group to group. Often he is too busy with other pupils to help me. I have to rely on my classmates for help but all of the other kids in my group are Korean. Fortunately, sometimes a lady comes in for a few minutes at the end of the period to help us. (This is a borrowed EA.) I am taking Math, PE, and CAPP with Keyboarding in my first semester. I am pretty good at Math, but I don’t understand the word problems and directions. I feel lost. I also like PE but feel stupid because I don’t know what to do. I don’t know what CAPP is, but it is a lot of talk about something important, I guess. I talked to my older ESL friends. They said that the ESL teacher is new to teaching ESL. The old ESL teacher used to have an aide that helped them in their classes and there were more ESL courses. Now there is just one block of New Horizons each semester, and one of ESL English/Science/Math or Social Studies each semester for pupils when their English is good enough. That means they might have to wait two years to get a transitional course to regular subjects. Many cannot wait that long. The teacher also has a half-block per year of ESL Tutorial, but that doesn’t fit many ESL pupils’ schedules so they have to take LA instead or try to see their teachers before or after school. My teacher said that next semester I will have my one ESL block and maybe ESL Science if I am ready. Otherwise, it will be very difficult to find courses that I can do successfully without help. I MIGHT HAVE TO TAKE MATH AGAIN!!!! Acknowledgments Many thanks to the following for sharing their knowledge and experience which helped me prepare this report. These teachers have all played a significant part in the ESL program in this school district: Mrs. Sylvia Marshall Retired ESL teacher Mrs. Judy Kennie Retired ESL teacher Mrs. Trudy Parsons ESL teacher, Dover Bay Secondary, and formerly at the Curriculum Resource Centre Mr. Deryck Cowling ESL teacher, Nanaimo and District Secondary School _________________________ 1 Note: The same name is used in all three hypothetical situations. [back]   About Us | News & Events | Publications | Advocacy & Action | Social Justice | Issues in Education © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/03/critical-thinking-and-bill-22-teacher.html?showComment0751331347708087,Staffroom Confidential: Critical thinking and Bill 22 - A teacher rebuts George Abbott Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Friday, March 9, 2012 Critical thinking and Bill 22 - A teacher rebuts George Abbott Dear Minister Abbott: Imagine there are two children arguing in the playground over a toy. Picture a tall, brutish bully, and a wiry, bespectacled nerd.  Never mind that the toy belongs to the nerd.  Never mind that the bully pushed the nerd over and took the toy.  Just imagine that you walk into the situation with no foreknowledge of any thefts or pushing. Perhaps you ask to hear the story.  Perhaps you even believe the bully's story that the nerd is greedy, and has lots of toys, and for some reason wants to take away the bully's toy just for fun.  Perhaps you distrust the nerd, because you once knew a nerd who was untrustworthy.  Now imagine that the bully pushes the nerd again. Right in front of you.  Another student runs in and shouts at the bully to return the toy: you have a witness!  It did belong to the nerd after all!  Suddenly, the bully steps on the nerd's throat and says, "If you try to stand up to me, if you tell on me, I'll make you pay.  I'll take all your lunch money, every day, until you give up." Remember, this is happening right in front of you.  What do you do? This is what we call an allegory.  We teach people to stand up to bullies.  We teach people to stand up for what they believe in, even in the face of bullies.  We are B.C.'s teachers and we are being stepped on.  What will you do? Erin Porter Greater Victoria School District EDUC.Minister@gov.bc.ca> wrote: Thank you for your email regarding the current contract negotiations with the BC Teachers' Federation. Government introduced Bill 22, the Education Improvement Act, to suspend the union's strike action, set a"cooling off" period, appoint a mediator to facilitate bargaining, and implement a new $165 millionLearning Improvement Fund and other initiatives that will benefit teachers and students. You can learn more about the Education Improvement Act at: http://www2.news.gov.bc.ca/news_releases_2009-2013/2012EDUC0015-000204.htm. The legislation does not impose a new contract. Rather, it sets out a mediation process with the goal of reaching a mediated settlement within the net-zero mandate by the beginning of summer. If there is no agreement then the mediator will issue a report by June 30, 2012, with non-binding recommendations. The Education Improvement Act also includes several initiatives that will benefit teachers and students. Collectively, these initiatives serve as government's response to the BC Supreme Court decision on Bills 27 and 28. *       The Act implements a $165 million Learning Improvement Fund that school districts can use to hire additional teachers and education assistants, provide additional teaching time and support professional development and training to help teachers meet the complex needs in their classrooms. The process for allocating these funds will include consultations with the BC Teachers' Federation, classroom teachers, education assistants, administration and district staff. *       The Act restores class size and related matters to the scope of collective bargaining, effective for the next round of bargaining which is expected to begin in Spring 2013. *       The Act eliminates the use of district class size averages and implements a class size maximum of 30 students for Grades 4-12. The new cap will not apply to some subjects where large groups are desirable such as a band or drama class. The existing cap of 22 students for Kindergarten and 24 students for Grade 1-3 will remain in place and cannot be exceeded. *       The Act allows a Grade 4-12 class to exceed 30 students if the principal and superintendents consider the learning conditions to be appropriate, but in these cases, school districts must provide additional compensation to the classroom teacher, proportionate to the added workload. This compensation can consist of increased pay, additional preparation time, professional development funding or a combination of different accommodations. *       The Act eliminates the formulaic and cumbersome consultation process on class composition and promotes regular consultation between principals and teachers on all matters of class organization, including the placement of students with special needs. The Education Improvement Act provides certainty to students and their parents by suspending the current strike so that every parent in BC can receive a full accounting of how their children are progressing in school and schools can resume the collaborative meetings that are so important to supporting our students. The Act also puts a mediator in place to help the parties achieve a mediated settlement. The union's demands for a $2 billion wage increase are completely unreasonable given the current economic reality. Therefore, the mediator will help the parties to reach a settlement that follows the lead of other public sector unions who have already signed more than 120 agreements under the government's net-zero mandate. Lastly, the Act puts more money into classrooms, improves supports for students and teachers, provides additional teacher compensation where class size exceeds the student limit, improves consultation on class organization, and restores the opportunity to bargain class size and related matters. Taken together, these are significant gains that recognize the important role and contribution of teachers. The Education Improvement Act brings a responsible conclusion to this dispute and I hope all parties will take a constructive approach in the days ahead to move forward and provide the certainty necessary to improve our education system and support our students. Yours truly, George Abbott Minister Dear Minister Abbott, It may shock you to learn this, but many of BC's teachers are actually very intelligent individuals.  While I am sure it took you (or your aide) precious seconds to forward me this generic form letter, I find it more than a little insulting that you did not take the time to actually respond to me.  Do you think I am unfamiliar with your bill? Do you think I blindly follow instructions without taking the time to read and think for myself?  Believe it or not, I teach students to read and think critically, and I pride myself on being able to do the same. Your "mediation" is not mediation at all.  If you get to appoint the mediator, and you get to dictate the terms that this mediator can discuss, you have not appointed a mediator but a puppet. If you actually believe that $165 million will make a difference to an education system that has been systematically stripped of supports for students for 10 years (totalling up to $3.3 billion), you need to come and sit in one of my math classes for a lesson or two. I would thank you for removing the “formulaic and cumbersome consultation process” regarding class sizes, but since you are in reality removing any formal record of consultations and violations, I am going to reserve my gratitude. I am interested to see how you will provide “additional compensation to the classroom teacher, proportionate to the added workload” of classes exceeding 30 students when you do not compensate teachers proportionally to “regular” workload in the first place.  Looking across the country, BC teachers are ranked between 6th and 11th in pay.  Teachers in other provinces get more preparation time.  In the face of such statements, some are bound to argue, “So why don’t you move?”  I could do that, and I fear many teachers will (or already have).  BC’s students, whom you claim to care so much about, are the ones who suffer when talented and respected teachers leave for greener pastures.  I don’t blame them for leaving – I blame you. Instead of negotiating a wage increase that might bring BC teachers on par with (or at least closer to) our colleagues across the country, you call our demands “completely unreasonable” and refuse to even talk with us.  Is a pay increase unreasonable?  Not when cost of living increases mean that “net zero” is actually a net loss.  Is $2 billion unreasonable?  Perhaps it is high (which, I hear, opening offers in negotiations tend to be) but is it entirely devoid of reason?  Not when teachers in other provinces are paid similar wages.   I think you may have your numbers confused yet again.  It is the number 475 that is “completely unreasonable.”  And the number 1.3 million.  And the number 2,500.  The word “unreasonable” also means “beyond the limits of acceptability or fairness.”  That you are threatening to fine me, personally, $475 a day – A DAY – to exercise my right to strike in protest of Bill 22, is utterly beyond the limits of acceptability or fairness. If you truly recognized “the important role and contribution of teachers,” you would not insult us with Bill 22. Erin Porter Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 2:22 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 5 comments: Skinny DipperMarch 9, 2012 at 3:39 PM Keep on fighting! SD BEdReplyDelete Skinny DipperMarch 9, 2012 at 6:48 PM A great blog site for education and politics in Canada: http://www.thelittleeducationreport.com/index.html. I just wish that Doug Little had an accessible email address.ReplyDelete Skinny DipperMarch 9, 2012 at 6:53 PM If you get TVOntario, you can watch "The Agenda" where Steve Paikin discusses with a panel of educators and other interested persons about education negotiations in Ontario. http://theagenda.tvo.org/episode/173877/education-in-the-austerity-age The show's video may appear tomorrow or by Monday.ReplyDelete literateowl.comMarch 9, 2012 at 6:53 PM Fabulous. enjoyed your wit and focused thesis!ReplyDelete cerbazJune 25, 2012 at 5:17 PM Dear Honorable Minister of Education, George Abbott Did you approve Nanaimo School Districts use of the Education Improvement Fund? Article in today's newspaper Nine new "master" teachers will be hired in Nanaimo to provide extra support for classroom teachers next fall. The school district received a $1.5 million Learning Improvement Fund grant from the province to help deal with complex needs in classrooms. Trustees approved a plan to spend that money last week. About $191,000 will be put toward more education assistant hours in classrooms, more than $400,000 will be kept in reserve to deal with issues as they come up next school year and $862,000 will hire nine instructional coordinators, who will be part of school-based, inter-disciplinary teams that will move from classroom to classroom, school to school, as needed. Assistant superintendent Chris Southwick said there will be 10 teams, as one teacher is already working as an instructional coordinator in the district. "These people will be master teachers," she said. "They would be seen by their peers as people they would go to for advice and ideas. The bottom line is to be able to support teachers in classrooms. They would be working with the teacher and helping them. If they need to be there for two weeks, they'll be there for two weeks." Southwick said the teams, which will be under the supervisor of the district's four assistant superintendents, will include other specialists such as psychologists and speech language pathologists. The district is still working out the details of how and when the teams will be deployed, but this resource will be available to teachers who have tried various strategies, but are finding that students continue to struggle. District officials felt this was the best use of the money because the teams have the flexibility to go where they are most needed and it provides a more systemic model of support, said Southwick. "If you just put one person in one school for the whole year . the needs might change," she said. Jamie Brennan, school board chairman, said the strategy will impact a greater number of students than if the district simply added the funds to its operating budget and reduced some class sizes slightly. "It's a step in the right direction," he said. Justin Green, first vice-president of the Nanaimo District Teachers' Association, said the union had hoped the district would use the money to relieve some of the pressure on class size averages. "This year we had the second highest secondary class sizes in the province," he said. "I'm not sure that the 10 coordinators are going to make the functioning of these classrooms better. We're spending a lot of money, but what are the roles and functions? What are they really going to be tasked with?" Ron Farino, president of CUPE Local 606, said the extra money for education assistants should add roughly 30 minutes per week per EA, which will hopefully allow them to do a bit more preparation work, consultation with teachers and spend some extra time with students. The "master" teachers hired will be district staff so they will make more money than the average teacher, from my calculations 95 thousand dollars. With this money Nanaimo School District could have hired 32 more teachers for learning assistant support so our at risk learners would have more help. As it stands right now at risk students receive very little if any support. This fund will be used to support teachers not at risk students. I am surprised that you would okay this plan. Margaret Smoker Grade One teacher Coal Tyee ElementaryReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ▼  March (12) Bill 22 and Class Size/Class Composition BC Liberals: You reap what you sow... From public to private: a subtle path What is this dispute about? Putting equity last, a... Walk out pamphlet - arguments for full withdrawal ... Teachers debate a response to Bill 22 Lessons from the US - when unions don't strike to ... Lessons from history - legislation and illegal str... How do teachers defeat Bill 22? Critical thinking and Bill 22 - A teacher rebuts G... What is this strike about? A moving letter from a ... Public education - Christy: it's about equality ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2014/09/tentative-agreement-yes-or-no.html?showComment=1411087293514,Staffroom Confidential: Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, September 16, 2014 Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Despite what I know was a herculean effort on the part of our bargaining team, I very much hope that BC teachers will vote no to the tentative agreement. After five weeks of strike, and twelve years of legal battles, this is not the deal that will restore sanity to public education and it is not a fair deal for teachers and students. Just as teachers in Saskatchewan rejected a deal to ensure a better outcome, I hope BC teachers will consider a no vote to let our team know we have to go back to the bargaining table. Class size, composition The agreement provided a modified LIF fund starting at $75 million per year and increasing to $85 by the last year. It is for teachers only, which will mean a slight improvement in Districts where sizeable portions were spent on Education Assistants or senior District staff rather than teachers. However, in an average size District like Victoria (20,000 students, 1,000 teachers), this will translate into about 5-10 more teachers. That is one for every five schools. To put it in comparison, Justice Griffin's judgement estimated the lost funding due to lost class size language at about $330 million in current dollars. (Read more here about the proposed Education Fund.) I heard so many teachers speak up about the need to ensure that we do not return to over-crowded classes when the strike ends. This agreement does very little to alleviate what is the most pressing issue. Throwing away the court victory The agreement provides a "reopener" in the event we win on appeal our class size language. What this means is that the language returns, but is not implemented until new language is negotiated. Without the actual implementation of the returned language, there will be very little incentive for the government to bargain it back. We would essentially be back in the very same position we are in today, with government trying to bargain it out and us trying to bargain it back in. In my opinion, even if we were legislated back to work we would be in a superior position. If we won the appeal the government would then be forced to implement the language. We are thus throwing away our historic court victory and the bargaining pressure it potentially creates. The reopener is really only mildly less offensive than E80. In both cases, we have to bargain back what was illegally taken from our contract and the government will probably never have to restore it. In fact, the "reopener" creates the perfect opportunity for government to lock us out to try and force us to agree to something far inferior. Throwing away the remedy for the last twelve years The agreement provides $105 million to compensate for grievances over-sized classes for the last twelve years. Using Justice Griffin's estimates, our loss is roughly $300 million times 12 = over $3 billion. I cannot fathom how $105 million is a fair compromise. The BCTF's original proposal to put this money back into the system was a more fair and productive approach. This agreement means we can no longer go to the courts for a fair remedy. Wages The agreement is very close to government's original offer. While I would be willing to accept this if the class size language was returned, teachers should not be taking such a significant monetary loss without the commensurate gain in working conditions. We have lost roughly 12% of our annual salary. We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut. Minimal improvements There are very minimal improvements in preparation time for elementary teachers (10 minutes per week), and TTOC daily rate. The TTOC daily rate change may depend on your grid placement. It could actually be a wage loss for long term TTOCs who are above category 5 and step 7. There is also $11 million in health and dental benefits. At 40,000 members, this is $275 each. Hardly worth consideration in the context of the rest of the agreement. What next? There are a variety of options if we vote no. We can continue the strike. We can choose to return to work and continue bargaining. We do not, and should not, accept an agreement that doesn't meet our needs and doesn't meet the needs of students and public education. When Saskatchewan teachers rejected the first deal which had 5.5% wage increases over four years, the second deal had 7.3% increases over four years. They have said this still isn't good enough. For us, our main issue is classroom conditions. We need to say this isn't good enough. The way to do that is to vote no. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 7:48 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 124 comments: Troy MooreSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:17 PM The EC recommendation states the open clause will be argued from restored language. However, selling our grievances for nothing as the 105 million is strike savings, is plenty of reason to vote no. Further, no composition caps, but a fund controlled by Superintendents is enough reason to vote no. Thursday I will vote no.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:06 PM Re-opener also says "education fund" in place until new language bargained, so old language can disappear forever.Delete Reply Mme RousseauSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:33 PM Government starved us to death hoping we'd vote yes to whatever deal they'd offer. Planned it from the start.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:07 PM We can sill choose (collectively) to return to work if we reject this deal. Many options.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:09 PM Great analysis, Tara! I think that returning to work would be a bad idea. This will frustrate parents more if they need to find new ways to deal with taking care fo kids. USe the money given to you by the other unions. I am a teacher who had to quit for stress over the terrible condition of work (split FI grade 4/5, several low LD kids with little support, one severe with no support, 2 gifted (no support), and a principal who expected me to teach 2 separate social studies AND science programs)Delete Reply Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:56 PM Good points by all but the gov't succeeded in starving my family out and completly breaking us. I will be voting YES and live to fight another dayReplyDelete Replies schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:21 PM 'Fight another day'? In the last twelve years that we have been pushing back against this government, never has the tide tide been so much with teachers, class size/composition, and public education - and never has the government been pushed back onto the ropes (especially with the call for binding arbitration). What 'other day' is being proposed that we wait for? Now is the time. Vote 'no' and give the BCTF bargaining team a renewed mandate to get a decent deal for students and teachers.Delete Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:10 PM "Another day" means to wake up and realize that 2more weeks means my family of 5 could lose our home. It means I will do all I can to recall Cc, Factbender, and other mla's, and maybe even having "a guy I know" have a chat with them. In year 1 of their reign, I don't believe they even know what "the ropes" are. I will vote YES ...for my family, and I can live with thatDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:12 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply Karen FergusonSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:03 PM Just a question: When the Saskatchewan teachers voted no, had they already been on strike for 5 weeks?ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM No. They are working with no contract. They are not on strike.Delete Shannon DavisSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:23 AM I am a Saskatchewan teacher. We are not on strike; we are currently in the conciliation process after voting "no" to 2 previous offersDelete Reply "Mama Rose"September 16, 2014 at 9:27 PM Can we truly return to work without agreeing and continue bargaining? When I suggested returning to work a few weeks ago, the answer was "being on strike puts pressure on the gov't and without pressure they have no reason to settle." And can you explain more how legislating us back would be better than agreeing to this deal? And finally, why would the BCTF executive put forward a deal that was not a good one?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:30 PM Because they need confirmation of the resolve of the membership to get something better. That is what a no vote does.Delete Reply Troylana MSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:28 PM some great points to ponder, tara......thinking thinking....ReplyDelete schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:43 PM If we vote 'no' to the tentative deal we still have options: We'd not have a contract. But we could... a) strike with full picket lines b) partially strike with phase 1 (work-to-rule) in schools c) partially strike with periodic/rotating job action d) continue negotiating e) return to work and re-escalate strike f) some/all of the above ReplyDelete Replies Caroline MackenzieSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:21 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:14 PM a) will expedite matters (I say less that 3 days)Delete Reply danabjornsonSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:05 PM I am thinking that a legislated, crappier contract would only be in effect for 2 years max (before elections...). If we take this offer, then we will be agreeing to this pseudo-E80. Should we win the court case (which we likely will), we will have to settle on the terms of the THIS negotiated contract which doesn't actually restore learning conditions; it simply allows for those conditions to be negotiated. If we say n, then we default to the 2002 contract, which DOES restore the language. A "yes" vote is saying that we are good on "crumbs"; a "no" vote is saying we want an actual meal. That's my understanding, anyway. Please correct me where I am wrong, Tara. :)ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:44 PM And word is IF they legislate, they could opt to legislate back Grade 10-12 only causing the union to have to lay off all teachers and re-hire based on seniority. That will tear the union at the seams pitting teacher against teacher for those positions. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:17 PM There will be a general strike if that were to happen! They better not do this. They will regret it.Delete Reply imaginefunlearningSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:09 PM Some good points on the background of our fight over the past 12 years, which I have been actively engaged in; however we need to recognize the climate we are in. We are not in Sask. people! We have just come through a very long summer!! We need to thank our @bctf bargaining team & recognize the toll this has taken on all of us & our families. I don't have the luxury of more time on the strike line. This may be as good as it gets. Let's read the agreement and consider getting back to work and making some $ again! That's my 2 cents worth, which would come in really handy right now!!!ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:18 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply RobSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:11 PM Go back in work to rule mode. Work this winter to recall every Liberal MLA. ThAt is the only way to apply pressure to these criminals. ReplyDelete Replies Kate RestonSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:03 PM Recall! Not sure who won the battle but the war is still onDelete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:14 AM Well said Kate... I agree 100%Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:20 PM I think say NO and a better deal will be done in less than 3 days. These guys are not criminals, they are lower than that. I bet they get a sick pleasure in hurting the kids and the teachers.Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:31 PM An official recall is in the works: https://www.facebook.com/groups/316129595235450/?fref=ts Please consider joining.Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:26 AM Leah - do you honestly think anyone who voted BC Liberal did so thinking that they would act any differently on the education file?Delete Reply JJSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:16 PM I am glad to see other members who share my views. I am outraged at a 1.2 percent "raise" in salary per year that doesn't even meet inflation of currently 2%. I feel used and abused.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:23 PM Not to mention all of the other pittance! I am actually surprised that Iker asked teachers to vote on this! Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:18 PM Hi Tara Thanks for the summary! Will we be able to vote NO to the deal, but vote YES to returning to work? Will there be three options when we vote Thursday? Why did the BCTF agree to a substandard deal for us? If we vote no to a deal that was recommended to us, the teachers look like the bad guys and public approval will plummet. I am very disappointed and frustratedReplyDelete Replies KataSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:12 AM Public approval will not necessarily plummet. I have seen strikes where the membership has voted against the executive's "best results to date", and ended up with a better offer. This offer is an insult. The $300 million will not bring funding to the national average (I believe). More importantly, the wage offer is half of the average wage increase for public and private workers (StatsCan). Delete Reply MontySeptember 16, 2014 at 10:19 PM Thank you, Tara. My thoughts too, more clearly expressed. As well, Thursday is too soon to vote, too soon to vote, too soon to vote........ReplyDelete Richard ChalkeSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:21 PM Vote no and lose every shred of public support...just sayin!ReplyDelete Replies UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:31 AM I am a member of the public and would support a "no" vote. js!.Delete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:01 AM Richard Chalke, NO you won't! I am a mother with 3 adopted special needs children who need to be in a class that is designed for them and others like them (my kids are academically slightly delayed but their issues are more social and behavioural) where they can receive the education they deserve taught in a way they can comprehend. I will speak now for all the parents I know, and we will support the teacher's if they continue to fight for our children's best interest.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:28 PM It might not be pretty at first, but once we explain things (and I hope the Mandarin-speaking teachers flood the Richmond organization that voiced their concerns), they will back us. The 3 billions that the judge came to is the first I hear about. This should be stated to every newsmedia comment section in the province. Minimize pickets and flood those outlets with commenters, just like the Liberals do. Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:45 PM I am a member of the public and a single Mother of a child in the public school system. You will NOT lose one bit of my support if you vote no. I know that you are sacrificing so that my child can have a better education, and I am most grateful for it. Having said that, I also know that you are exhausted and broke. I have been dreading that you may have to settle for less than what you (we) deserve because the government succeeded in breaking you. I am not in your shoes, so cannot judge. If the vote is a yes, I understand and I am still behind you. Delete Reply Alison RocheSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:25 PM It is a crap deal. It's always a crap deal. Once you raise the stakes to striking, anything else is a cave in. The last time we walked out was the 3 day illegal strike where I threw away 1200$ and got EXACTLY the same contract I had the year before. The BCTF called it a win because they didn't rip up MORE of my contract. Ridiculous. There are a few of us that believe that working to contract, doing 100% of your teaching job and nothing more (like paying for supplies out of your own pocket or EC) is the only way teachers will survive this government. What if they get re-elected again? Then what? Teachers have lost thousands to these clowns to make "statements" about the state of public education in this province. We can't keep sacrificing ourselves and our families. And in the meantime, you talk to parents about why you have to take this crappy road. Because up until this strike they mostly didn't care about the state of education, but god forbid you didn't run a Sports Day. Then suddenly they wanted to know what the hell was going on. Keep the conversation going in schools. Attend your PAC meetings and stop enabling this govt to underfund and overwork the system. And still get paid!ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:20 AM I am very excited at the prospect of returning to my beloved job on Friday. However I will NOT continue to put my personal money into my classroom and I will be seriously reconsidering my involvement in extra curriculars. I think we shoot ourselves in the foot with all the unpaid work we so willingly volunteer to do. Delete Reply FCSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:38 PM I heard a rumour last week from a loose lipped government insider that after the 22nd, depending on the outcome of the negotiations the Liberals were going to announce a 3 step process. I was not clear if this was based on 3 steps to resolve the strike (perhaps the 3rd step is legislation??) or 3 steps to overhaul the education system, either way, they will settle it outright. I wish you all luck and all the information that you need to make a sound decision of what you feel is best.ReplyDelete Replies Lisa BurrowsSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:53 PM I have heard similar rumours. On the 23rd, the gov. was planning on introducing a $6000 per year voucher system for 3 choices: an academic or trades program, or something called EducationCanada. Not clear whether their intention was to privatize the public system, de-certify teachers and hire them back under new wage/benefits. Not clear where these rumours originated from. Maybe fear tactics to get teachers to vote yes. In any event, I plan on voting yes. I signed up to be a teacher, not a martyr. This strike has cost us a lot. We need to regain our livelihood and hopefully continue the conversation about class composition. We have at least awakened many people to the issue, and the court case is still an avenue that could eventually improve teaching and learning conditions.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:33 PM I urge all teachers to fight and say NO to this deal. Retired teacher who had to retire because horrendous work conditions. Make me proud. They will not last long if you say NO! I know this is tough, but there is money and I hear that Van City does offer loan at low to 0 %. Banks do allow you to miss a mortgage payment. Go talki to your banker.Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM Will school districts require teachers to make up missed days, as suggested in the media? Will the school calendar be changing to make up for the missed three weeks and if so will we be made aware of those changes PRIOR to the vote? ReplyDelete KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:41 PM "Wages..... We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut." And that is the cost of going on strike!!! There is nothing that can be done about that. You cannot go on strike and put up the raise you want every week to compensate for your time on strike - it doesn't work that way.ReplyDelete Replies Drew StevensonSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:59 AM I believe the missing "..." Suggests that they meant to refer to the losses against inflation since the last wage step increase. Thus this contract does not allow us to recover the buying power lost to inflation since the last non contract or "0%" year. Add those up and compare against the proposed increase and you see that by the end of the contract, we won't be able to afford the same value of goods (loaves of bread, watts of energy, litres of gas) that we could at the end of the last contracts term. It was not a comment about wages that were lost in the strike. Those are really small potatoes when compared to the grinding power of inflation over years and years. The next contract will use this latest for a bench mark so these losses to inflation will grind at all teachers for as long as they teach. A death of a thousand cuts to our ability to afford basic goods and services. Any raise less than inflation is a cut to the value placed on us and on our ability to pay our bills. Delete Reply Ed SSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:09 PM Having lost $20,000 (including summer school wages) as the single income for a family of five is far too much; I will be voting YES to the deal, unless the independently wealthy teachers out there who wish to continue the strike will pay my bills and mortgage for me.ReplyDelete Replies Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:14 PM I feel ya. Yes for meDelete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:18 AM Ed S. With all due respect (and I mean that), how did you lose $20,000 in the strike? Teachers were out 2 weeks (all out) before they were supposed to be in June, and now 3 weeks for the start of school? It is my understanding that teachers don't get paid through the summer months. Please correct me if I'm wrong, wherever I'm wrong. Shouldn't you have been financially alright for the summer months at least? Also all teachers knew this strike had a possibility of extending into the new school year but no one teacher budgeted for this possibility? I'm truly just trying to get a clear picture of where this all stems. NO disrespect intended.Delete BlairSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:12 AM Kelly, not Ed but if you look at the numbers there was the 10% lockout haircut in May/June plus the loss of most of June and the loss of much of September. In our 1 teacher (1 non) household we calculated a $9 K - $10 K loss so far. If you add summer school earnings you can easily make the loss in the $20 k zone. As for budgeting, we budget for the summer, but did not expect the 10% haircut, nor the loss of June/Sept days which completely messed our budgeting calculations. A very good friend (single teaching mother) was crushed by the loss of the June income and is without a penny today.Delete Mr. SmoothSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:35 PM The only one who didn't get a haircut was Jim Iker... and he needs one more than anyone else. What's with that over-coiffed 70"s mullet Jim? Does wonders for the BCTF brand image!Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:55 PM Jim's hair is not open for discussion in a respectful space like this. As for his salary, he is a teacher who does not get paid when we are on strike.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:04 PM Totally agree!Delete Reply Mr. GSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:24 PM If I thought they could do any better I would agree with voting NO, but you have to be realistic. The BCTF does not use professionals to bargain and always ends up with much less than they promise the membership when asking for a strike vote. While this is not a great deal for teachers, I really think you're fooling yourself if you think it'll get any better.ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:02 AM BCTF needs to be replaced with younger more adept representatives and advocates. Also, we should be hiring professional contract negotiators - you don't go into battle with cut throat corporate types with a wooden knife. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:37 PM This is BAD deal! Say NO to it and show those (expletives) that we will not take it anymore! Come on! Show them that teachers have a spine! They will respect us, oddly!Delete Reply retaSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:51 PM I agree with Richard. Those in the public that are uniformed would be furious, and there are many teachers who just can't afford to use their wages as their voice any longer - too much has already been donated to the government. In my opinion, the deal is pretty lame. I am sitting on the fence.ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:24 AM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:26 AM So true!!! I cannot afford to fight this battle for public education any longer. Why is this my personal and professional obligation??? However I think this deal is weak weak weak. I also think its the best we are going to get. Ideologically I'm on the fence but my wallet will vote YES.Delete Reply SirThinksToo MuchSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:54 PM My wife and I will be voting "Yes" on Thursday for it is the middle path. The easy path would have been for us to go back to school with E-80 & E-81 over our heads. The difficult path would be for us to vote "No" and put our mortgage at risk and having to continue asking retired parents for handouts to feed a family with three kids. The middle path is the wisest choice for us considering the current political climate in which those who do not teach are the quickest to judge it harshly.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:41 PM I understand that this is really tough for you! I almost died teaching a few month ago. I had to quit. Please consider holding on and say no. Remember the short loss in salary will be offset in the LONG-RUn by better salary increase. This is a joke! They will be laughing at you even more if we accept this. This is a very bad deal! However, I do respect your position!Delete Reply DaleSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:16 AM Why would classroom conditions be better on October 9th after being legislated back? We have been outplayed because of our stubborn refusal to outdated, tired old tactics. It is because of these actions that have led us to this terrible deal. Time to reset, regroup and stock up for the long haul. Can't do it if half the members commit hara kiri on themselves. We are a union of professionals not a cult. ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:49 AM Could not agree more.Delete schreck!September 17, 2014 at 9:44 AM Could you please advise which tactics you believe could have been used to secure a superior deal?Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:47 AM Full disclosure: I'm a BC Liberal supporter. The only people who would benefit from a NO vote are the BC Liberals. Teachers would be bargaining with no leverage whatsoever and would be viewed by a large segment of the population as unreasonable. The BC Liberals then get portray themselves as the only party capable of dealing with the BCTF. schreck! says that the BCTF has the government on the ropes, but he couldn't be farther from the truth. The government wants people to view the BCTF as their primary opponent. Disputes like this just shore up the BC Liberal base and protect its right flank. Any half-baked recall campaign will only reinforce that. It's true teachers aren't going to recoup the lost wages from the strike. I would suggest to you that that means this job action was probably not in teachers' interests, especially without any sort of appreciable strike fund. This is the best deal teachers were ever going to get with this government and people should have been able to recognize that in June. If you want my advice (which you probably don't), it would be to spend the next 5 years building up a strike fund, electing better leaders, and hiring a professional negotiating team. Don't bring a knife to a gunfight and expect things to go well. Focus on getting the best deal you can from whoever the government is rather than trying to change the government, the HST, Kinder Morgan or a thousand different issues that distract from education and erode the union's finances further. You'd be doing yourself a favour, and probably doing the NDP a favour at the same time. Also, if schreck! is David Schreck, you can thank his opposition to STV for the last two BC Liberal majorities. I know I do.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:11 PM One step would be to stop making political contributions to the NDP. This only contributes to the childish animosity and lack of trust that has constantly characterized negotiations. How else can the Socreds/Liberals view teachers except as enemies when they so publicly support their opponents. This stupid confrontational immature approach has to STOP!!!!! Education should not be a political fight when it is so obviously a valuable benefit to our society. It was an NDP government that legislated teachers back to work in 1993. Stop making education a political fight.Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:10 PM I don't think they have to go that far. CUPE and the Nurses still contribute to the NDP yet they don't have the same acrimonious relationship. CUPE and the Nurses just make their members their priority, and broader advocacy second.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:55 PM Ryan (possibly a Liberal paid commenter), with all due respect, I disagree with you. The cumulative increase in lieu of this will be better. Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can. I say to Iker, ask for 6% over 3 years because these people love to play the 15% over 15 year game to make it so big on the surface. Some people think that this is 15% every year. Believe me! I have seen it in comment sections. Others believe that the 15% is too high not understanding that they must divide things over the duration of the contract. It is time that we play it smarter. It is time to put the foot down and ask for money given to us by other unions, if it is needed. Banks can accept one late mortgage payment. It would be suicidal for them to not help. Imagine the possible damage if that ever leaks out. They could lose a lot in teacher money. I for one would pull my money out of a bank in support! Teachers are going to show this government that we have a spine! Enough is enough! Aren't you tired of being treated like kids? (Retired teacher who almost died in a car accident because of work conditions that were horrendous. I had to quit.)Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 AM Not paid by the BC Liberals. I pay them actually... :/ I imagine astroturfers of any affiliation wouldn't disclose their bias. "Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can." How did that work in May 2013? If the teachers reject a contract that their own union endorsed, it will make teachers seem unreasonable. Whether that perception is true or fair is irrelevant. It's what will happen, and teachers will be weaker as a result. Take my advice. Build up a strike fund and focus on the internal governance of the BCTF for the next 6 years. You'll be better off for it. Or not. I don't mind you or others making it easier for the party I support to get elected. I'd just rather not see kids and teachers hurt in the process.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:37 AM Ah! The "don't-hurt-kids" card, hey, when you have underfunded education for 12 years! WOW! That takes the cake! Are your trolling? Oh! You are serious? :) Would you be surprised if I don't follow your advice, considering your lack of logic? Would you be surprised if others don't follow your advice? It is ttue that bullies like you and your ilks love to show who is the boss, who is the teacher now! I suspect that is at the root of the problem! No one wants to fail in school! No one wants to get the strap! Sad that today's teachers don't like it too! But, who cares, we are ... teachers! We deserve it! BAH! BAH! BAH!Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:22 PM That's fine. I look forward to another 16 years of BC Liberal government.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:41 PM 16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate! Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan! Sociopaths do that!Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 9:35 AM "16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate!" 16 years of our opponents still don't understand why they lost. Like I said, that's fine with me. If I said the Liberals would be in power for at least another 13 years back in 2004 you probably would have laughed too. Heck, if I told you on May 13 last year that the BC Liberals would be reelected on May 14 you'd probably have laughed too. And you were wrong. Why is that? Answer that question if you want the NDP to win the next election. Without a correct answer to it, the NDP's cause is hopeless. "Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan!" You feel they are flawed, and that's fine. I don't go around calling people who disagree with me sociopaths, nor do I accuse them of being paid shills. But I also don't feel much need to address your ad hominems. There are logical arguments to support your position, but argumentum ad hominem is not one of them. It's a textbook logical fallacy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 1:15 PM Ah! Now I get it! It is all ego-based! You think because you voted the winning party that you are a winner and we are losers! You think because you predicted that the Liberals would win, you are winner. That does not make YOU a winner or the Liberals! It is called DEMOGRAPHICS, you expletives. The baby boomers are getting old and because they have more assets and won't make a whole lot more for too long, they need to vote a govn't who is going to do just that! It is not rocket science! WOW! You think you are so superior when your party stole an election with 47% of the popular vote. That's not a majority and your party should not have been elected. BTW, did you delete from your ethical memory the words Ethnic voting scandal? The field is slanted and you know it. However, you are so willing to minimize, forget the scams and bad fairplay tactics like a sociopath is allowed to minimize or ignore his or victims emotions that you don't see that you are the loser, we are the victim of your constant bullying. 1% wage increases after years of 0% increases and you can justify that when Yahoo reports that the average Canadian can hope to get 2.5% this and next year: https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html You Liberals behave like fascists, but we can't call you that because that's not allowed! Well! Guess what? It is and you are. Live with it! You keep on dreaming you are a genius! :) I am retired, getting soon a nice pension, and laughing at you from a beach somewhere! AHAHA! Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 2:14 PM What's with the name calling Peter? For someone claiming to be retired you really don't show the wisdom of age. For someone who talks about logic, you use logical fallacies like ad hominems a lot too. It's a fair point that the BC Liberals didn't get a majority of the vote (and I'm a very big supporter of electoral reform). The BC Liberals + Conservatives did though, and I don't think it's realistic to expect the BC Conservatives to have been more generous had they been part of government. Last time I checked I just voted. I didn't "victimize" anyone. Perhaps your rage is misplaced. If you think the election was "stolen" I'm afraid I have to question your grasp on reality though. "Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?" I'm glad you'll have a pleasant retirement Peter. I have no ill will towards you. I'm not sure why you think I do. I'm not saying people were *right* to vote BC Liberal. That's a matter of opinion. All I'm saying is people *did* vote BC Liberal. More voted BC Liberal than BC NDP for the last 5 elections in a row actually. You need to understand why that happened in order to change it for the next election. Clearly you're not interested in that though. Which is fair enough. Just remember next time you're upset about something the BC Liberals do that your lack of interest is part of why the BC Liberals get elected at all.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 3:23 PM I love your culture --or the lack of thereof! Guess what, stop thinking averybody is white and must follow your little rules. Namecalling? Sociopath? Whaaaat? And, what if you are? Still can't call you that? :) You fascist right-wingers are big on censorship! I just don't like you giving us lessons on how to get the NDP in. As stated, people are voting right of the NDP because it is a matter of demographics and a little ethnic vote buying on the side. The rest is mumbo jombo. Yes, of course, they will have to go on strike in the future and yes they will have to build a strike fund. The Liberals stole that from the BCTF too! And, you wonder why I don't have any respect for them? Yes, electoral reform is needed! We agree!Delete Reply JJ GeorgeSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:46 AM As a parent, I support the teachers and respect whether they choose to vote yes or no. However I noticed a discrepancy here from other information I've read regarding prep time for elementary teachers. Here it states minimal improvement to prep time - only 10 minutes per week being added. Elsewhere I read that it is 100 minutes per week for prep, increasing by an additional 10 minutes in the final year. That is a significant difference, and worth noting. Or have I completely misunderstood?ReplyDelete Replies Anne-MarieSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:59 AM Elementary teachers currently have 90 minutes of preparation time per week so an increase to 100 minutes per week is only gaining 10 minutes. In other provinces and some private schools they have as much as 45 minutes of prep time per day.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:56 PM Thank you for inquiring!Delete DW ZSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:57 PM You're right JJ George. There is a significant difference around the province regarding preparation times. In my district elementary teachers currently get 100 minutes of prep time. This new proposal is useless to me. I'll have to wait 6 years to gain an extra 10 minutes. Delete Reply UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:11 AM Almost nobody gets cost of living adjustments. Also inflation is NOT 2%. Do some research and look at the CPI for BC over the last 24 months. The average over the last 2 years is 0.7%, not 2%. The CPI changes every month so you cant just look at the highest month and declare that THE inflation rate. Check out the 12 month averages document for the actual numbers. http://www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/StatisticsBySubject/Economy/ConsumerPriceIndex.aspx All that being said I support the teachers. if you think this is a bad deal as a parent my dream would be for the teachers to vote no but continue bargaining because I do think the kids need to be in school and I do fear that the teachers will lose all support if the strike continues. All I ask as a parent is that you do your own research and try not to be swayed by all the opinions. ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:01 AM Inflation for August was 2.1% (http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/economy/cpi-report-expected-to-reveal-rise-in-canadas-core-inflation-rate/article20593943/). The CPI is a year-over-year calculation.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:43 AM Inflation should be looked at as a yearly average, not an individual month.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:34 PM The lawyers do not believe we have compromised our court deal. Our leadership would not have sold us out. We dodged a bullet. The Premier had something loaded even if we are not sure what it was. The idea that we could simply return to work is not guaranteed. I think a no vote could easily lead to the Liberals locking us out again because the Premier wants to crush us and she will use any excuse. She did not want to take the advice of her people and do this deal. I am certain a plan for drastic action (where we have to take the concessions they had planned) or worse - was in place. We can't guarantee the press will do any better job explaining the complexities should we say no. They rarely sided with us in markets outside of Vancouver where people are more political and they often misled or allowed others to mislead. They are not helping and would sensationalize. This would see dissolution of support very quickly - especially if we asked for wages. (Though admittedly it angers me that we can't ask for wages without being accused of being greedy when that is what most bargaining units do). But we have argued this is about kids and while this is not ideal - it is better to have teachers than not. The deal does suck in that it does not bring us to par - but this fight needs to be won with a strategy that is political and capacity will do that in another round. We have some support - but it is limited to the choir. We need to have the pews too. We need to build that capacity while working and continue to find allies because the fight is bigger than most people want to consider. This is about ideology and about privatization. Education always was political but never more so than now and we have to fight this party or the conservatives who would do the same or worse. No teacher who is responsible can ignore the politics any longer. That is simply the truth. If you work in the system you better get informed and you better be prepared to fight until retirement for the system. That said, I want to ask the same question others are asking: Why is this the job of 42,000 teachers and not the job of all citizens who want equality to fight for this right? It is time (while the conversation is still on-going and up to and including election night) for us to guide the public where we can but mainly play our part by not propping the system up. Make poverty known. Make noise about shortfalls, ask questions (in the media or in board offices ) about who is going to fix it instead of paying ourselves, volunteer some but wait for the pubic to step up so they see what schools lack. I hate the deal too. But I trust Vince Ready and Iker and I don't think we could have done better right now. I think we dodged a bullet because I have read everything this government has put out and followed the trail. They plan to privatize and they are just looking for the route. Voting YES for now does not mean we are giving up. It does not mean a win in the way we wanted but we have won a battle that will lead to us winning the war. If we don't rest up and stock up we might not get there.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:57 PM Well, if it is bigger than just this battle, then we will need ALL the unions to strike if they do indeed use drastic (draconian) measures. I say it is time for ALL of the unions to call a general strike. I guarantee that they will not like that one bit. What will they do then? Call the army? :) People in Europe, at the end of the 19th century stood up in mines. General strikes do occur in Europe and have. If you think you had it tough, think of them who stood tall for US in tougher times and conditions. Make sacrifices. Sell furniture. Tutor on the side. Ask for the BCTF money. Ask your banker to help. As friends and relatives. If we say NO, it won't last long. If they legislate us back, let's call a general province-wide strike of all unions. Delete Reply Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:47 AM Between CC's smug smile as she celebrates slaughtered teachers and Jim Iker's goofy grin - seemingly unaware that he has been a willing puppet, I am thoroughly disgusted. Over the next 5 years, teachers will be in an increasingly bad situation financially, classrooms will continue to be too large and complex with increasing medical, social and environmental issues impacting academic delivery. It could not be less obvious that things will continue to worsen. The Liberals have ensured that BC is rapidly becoming the Canadian Monaco for rich off shore interests and wealthy corporations. Soon the underpaid "workers" will have to be bussed in daily to Vancouver - Asian style. The only recourse is to move to just about any other province and bring in up to $100,000 more over the six years with much less cost of living. So we are bailing, encouraged by friends who have gotten positions in Manitoba and Alberta. My colleagues and I discovered through contacting several school boards across Canada that specialist (special needs and behavioural) and secondary science teachers are in particular demand. I want to work in a professional, respectful environment where the needs of all children are considered a priority and where I feel inspired to do my best. However, I want my vote to reflect the wishes of teachers who will be here over the next 6 (5) years, so very much appreciate your blog and opportunity to read the comments.ReplyDelete Bert SlaterSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:11 AM To vote YES will throw away 12 years of effort, and 2 victories in BC Supreme Court. To vote YES will be to snatch defeat from the jaws of victory. If you vote YES what bargaining power do you think you will have - the government will do nothing, and then what do you think you will do - take job action? PLEASE VOTE NO.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:59 PM Time to show you have a spine!Delete Reply RodSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:06 AM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Cool HandSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 AM Wouldn't a 'No' vote be a vote of no confidence in the BCTF itself?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:02 AM Not at all. It is just a message to the leadership we need to do better. The strength of the union is the members, and we support the leadership by giving them direction through democratic means.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:40 PM I disagree. How else can a recommendation by the EC to vote yes be interpreted? Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:00 PM I am sure people will interpret this both ways, but it is a vote. If it is supposed to be a "Yes", because it might be interpreted one way, then why bother having a vote?Delete Kate TSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:07 AM Yes , it would be. I don't think we could come out much better than this with this government. How will a No obtain that? Christy will be happy, she can declare the BCTF gone and roll out her plan to privatize. Delete Reply David DeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:06 AM A no vote would be a rejection of a the court victories defied by the government and an inadequate deal containing some vague promises that won't meet the needs of teachers or students on class size and other important issues.In Ontario elementary teachers get 200 minutes of prep time per 5 day cycle. I know there is financial hardship, but the union has received close to $2 million in donations from other unions; is there no way of accessing hardship funds? At minimum, vote no and return to work on work to rule with various strike options.ReplyDelete Erica JonesSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:25 AM This article actually makes me so mad. It is NOT better for the kids that they have missed almost all of june and all of september. This is what you signed up for in BC as a teacher. Get on board or GET OUT.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:20 PM Is this really what teachers signed up for? At my high school, each class has about 30 kids, with an average of 17 kids per classroom with an identified learning disability. Our district says that there should be no more than 4 kids per classroom.. How do you expect non-specialist teachers to help each student when over half of them require more resources because of a learning disability? Furthermore, are you generalizing the "better-ness" to all the kids in BC? Because I don't think that it would be better if kids went back considering the learning environment isn't up to par. There are barely any Education Assistants, and support teachers for the multitude of children who need them. While I recognize and appreciate your enthusiasm for education, please realize that the public school system isn't a daycare. Also, please think about your words and the learning environment prior to speaking out. By the way, we're not an autocracy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:08 PM I can understand your frustration! Understand mine! I almost died at 7:30 pm one night returning from teaching a FI split class with several students who did not get enough support or no support at all. The principal expressed to me that he expected me to teach 2 different social studies programs and 2 different science programs. ANYONE I talked to knows that this is impossible to do, especially in French Immersion when kids get no support at home and books are often too hard for students to read. I had to quit my job. I did it for me and did it for the kids. I was like a surgeon who is asked to operate on 5 patients with an old scalpel with 2 inexperienced nurses. Predictably, 4 patients would die and I would be reprimanded! Teachers are put in terrible conditions and kids too. I hope you have the openmind to consider the reality of this honest personal anecdote. I also wish you to understand that this is likely not an isolated incident. What will it take? A kid to commit suicide because he or she is not getitng enough support?Delete Reply hilarySeptember 17, 2014 at 10:29 AM It is incorrect to equate lost funding with what the teachers would have received in grievances. The two are not equivalent. The starting position of the BCTF was $225M, so they never expected $3B to resolve grievances. I'm also interested to know where you get your figures on overcrowded classrooms. A recent Globe and Mail article says that classrooms are, on average, smaller than the caps set in 2002.ReplyDelete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:36 AM The signing bonus should be roughly $2500 each: 105 million divided by 41 thousand.ReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:53 AM It is not that simple. The $105 million is to be allocated by the union. The term "signing bonus" has been crossed off on the signed document. Some of that money may be used to pay union debts. Don't know this but clarification would be useful.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:16 PM Just quoting from the CBC news website, "And finally there are details of $105-million fund to settle grievances stemming from the ongoing court case. The BCTF says that money will be given out as a signing bonus, with specific amount yet to be determined."Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:34 AM I think it would be smart to put at least part of it into your strike fund.Delete Reply WheelsSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:55 AM If the money is used as a signing bonus, it should be based on FTEReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:12 PM Yes I am sure it will be based on FTE. The question is how much of the $105 Million is actually distributed. This is up to the union, and I am told that it is yet to be decided.Delete GuruSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:44 PM And don't forget all the retired teachers who are entitled to a share of it.Delete Reply Geoff OrmeSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:18 PM In another discussion of this someone suggested that under BC Labour Law a no vote means rejection of the proposed deal, and that means the strike continues until either: - the union in question elects to stand down - another tentative deal is presented or - the government imposes a legislated contract. I think the last of these is the most likely, and I believe the legislated contract would be draconian and brutal. What do you think, Tara? Also, I would appreciate your thoughts on Sandy Garossino's comments at https://storify.com/Garossino/should-teachers-accept-the-contractReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:14 PM If this is so, in a few month (likely a couple of years), teachers will win so much more with a Supreme Court judgment! It is possible that the Liberals know that the higher courts are stacked by Liberal judges (that is what happen when judges are chosen, not elected). In any case, a negative settlement (or not a great judgment) will galvinize the public to reform the way the Supreme court judges are being chosen. I doubt that any govn't will want that to happen. A legislated contract will make the LIbs look like sociopaths and dictators.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:47 PM Peter I think you are expecting far too much from the public, many of whom are only paying attention to this matter due to kids being home from school. The public are not remotely this savvy on the political process.Delete Reply IslanderSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:09 PM I am a continuing education teacher. We have it even worse and we are not listened to enough about our poor conditions. Those include no prep time (and we do have to mark and do report cards many times a year sometimes and commonly for 30 students in a class), travelling to different schools with no compensation, and having next to no breaks in between 3 hour classes. I worked for two years with no lunch break and taught 6 hours straight (just 15 min. breaks) to be told, "don't complain since there are others who will do it". We then got 15 min. breaks in between classes. Most of our students are wealthy immigrants, many who try to stay in classes as long as possible since the classes are free. After spending a year in Germany, I realize how better organized it is where the immigrants pay to learn the language on a sliding scale, and have to pay for a student book as well for each class. We do not even have text books, but photocopy so much at tax payers' expense. This is not right. I then teach summer school since we were not on a 12 month continual salary and most of those students are also immigrants (at least 75%). This is also free and it is becoming so common and the new immigrants know this is free babysitting and tutoring. I think one main problem is that we have so many new immigrants in our classes who need ESL like this article states about our inclusion style of education nowadays: http://www.vancouversun.com/life/Shelley+Fralic+trouble+with+schools/10203596/story.html I am honored to be teaching and like my job, but it does get exhausting especially since I need two or three jobs to pay the mortgage that I now no longer have.. back to renting since it all I can afford in this city that has become so expensive. And many don't realize that it is very very difficult to get to full time work as a teacher here. There was a formula that made it take about 10 years to get to f/t (now finally changed). I have been without pay for 3 months, and now had to finally rent a place in anticipation of returning to work, so I have to vote "yes", but please keep the comments coming for what alternatives we have. Maybe we have to just educate the public in a better way than picketing; maybe get out and walk around malls and talk to people and hand out pamphlets on how this liberal government is hurting this. Most Asians (probably just the new who are from such a different system) are already against the teachers since they do not seem to understand what is going on. http://www.vancouversun.com/Business/asia-pacific/Chuck+Chiang+Many+Asian+families+place+blame/10202757/story.htmlReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:17 PM First of all, myn thoughts are with you! I think your ideas about using different strategies is smart. Picketing is not a very good strategy to let people know about things. I think using the membership to flood media comment sections would be more effective. Going to talk to the public might be a good idea along with this, I think. Phone the BCTF and ask for support.Delete Reply Marsha HolleySeptember 17, 2014 at 1:36 PM A teachers wife Vote no you have come to far to back down. It is a -----Y DEAL. ReplyDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:45 PM Ask yourself WHY teachers cannot get 1/2 of the average increase in salary of the private sector? (The Libs will tell you because there are sooooooo many teachers, but I also hear that there are provinces where there is a need for teachers!) TORONTO - A new study says that Canadians, on average, can expect about the same size salary increase next year as in 2014. Human resources consultants Pal Benefits says a survey of 401 organizations, mainly in Ontario, Alberta and British Columbia, projected salary increase for 2015 at an average of 2.79 per cent. That was almost unchanged from the 2.74 per cent average increase projected in last year's survey. Meanwhile, in addition to the average salary increase remaining relatively steady year over year, the survey found that the percentage of employers who plan to freeze salaries appears to have stabilized at eight per cent —in the same percentages as was projected in 2014. Breaking down the numbers further, the survey found the average salary increase anticipated in the engineering, financial services and high technology sectors was three per cent. That compared with an average of 2.5 per cent on the low end for organizations in durable manufacturing. https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.htmlReplyDelete "Mama Rose"September 17, 2014 at 9:12 PM I used to agree with you, Tara, and appreciate you bringing these items to your blog to get us all thinking. But after a very long night and day of research and discussion, I realize I will be voting yes tomorrow. Here is why: I don't care about salary or benefit increases. That is not why I went on strike. I don't care if this tentative deal is not good for teachers. That's not why I went on strike either. For me, the single most important issue is class size and composition. I want to work in a classroom where I have enough time and resources available to me to adequately help all the students I teach. And while it is true that this tentative deal will not change anything in the classrooms right now (or at least most of our classrooms), I realized that we couldn't actually make changes in that area because the issues of cs and c is before the courts. When I made that connection and realized that this round of bargaining was really about a "good enough" agreement regarding wages, then the deal seems, well... good enough. BUT, the best part, is the language the BCTF legal team made around the furture court decision (the re-opener). They have it in writing that if we win the court case (which is likely) and when we have to start bargaining class size and comp again (that is exactly what Justice Susan Griffin said we would have to do) we will be STARTING from the 2002 levels. To make this simple to understand, I explained it to my friends using a number line. With this new language, the BCTF starts the next round of bargaining at say a 50. The government will want us to go to 10 or 15, and we'll compromise and end up maybe 25. But WITHOUT that language, we would have started bargaining at a 10 and only gone down from there. So I do believe it is the best deal possible, it still factors in the biggest issue (from my perspective), we do not lose the important gains of the past, and most importantly, everyone gets to go back to school.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 PM Mam Rose, I appreciate your point of view and your courage. However, let me point out to you and the readers that a decision at the BC supreme court might not turn out the way teachers anticipate. We all know that judges are appointed and who does the appointing? "All justices of the BCSC (including the position of Chief Justice and Associate Chief Justice) are appointed by the federal cabinet, on recommendation of the Minister of Justice. Masters are appointed by the provincial cabinet, on recommendation of the Attorney General in consultation with the Chief Justice." (Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Supreme_Court_of_British_Columbia) Now, I would like to think that all of those people are objective, but they are appointed and we know that there are political appointments. They have a lot of discretion over the laws and judgments. I am willing to bet that the BC Liberals do know this and are betitng the farm (or do they know something we don't know) that the Supreme Courts are stacked against teachers? So, I am not sure if we can count on a WIN if we proceed with the court ruling. I think we would be better to negotiate and negotiate a better deal.Delete Reply retaSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:57 AM Yes...no...yes...no...The last two days have been this. I’ve read so many articles and comments over the past few months and, I can say, I have learned a lot. I know this is not a great deal for teachers right now. I will be voting yes. This is why… 1. The children. Without going into the multiple issues (e.g., grad, post secondary, trades, sports, global education/trips, planned activities, those with varying degrees of special needs, those that need a soft place to land, etc., etc.) the children need to get on with their education. 2. The parents. For many parents, this strike is a financial burden. We do not like to be called baby sitters, but for many living below the poverty line, school is a financial relief. Winter is coming; gas bills will be expensive. 3. Poverty. Remember, BC has the highest child poverty rate in Canada. Schools feed and clothe numerous children. 4. The other systems educators work collaboratively with. MFCD, CYMH, foster parents, group homes, and the multitude of non-profit agencies that support vulnerable children and families are bursting at the seams. We are a part of that team. 5. CUPE. While some have been paid during this strike, that money is coming from districts. It was not provided by the government. And, CUPE is a partner in education - from the bus drivers to the tech dept to custodians to secretaries to EAs and so on. 6. Small Businesses. In our little towns, the school district is the number one employer. There is a direct cause-effect relationship between loss of wage and loss of business. 7. Money. The amount of money that is needed to reverse the erosion of the public education system over numerous years cannot be recouped in one sitting. This agreement is a start. It’s not much but the stage has been set. 8. THE COURT CASE. That is why we were on strike. All the other stuff could have been resolved months ago, but our government was working hard to make the court case go away. Well, it still exists. I consider that the victory. We live to fight another day (as rhetorical as that sounds) AND I hope people actually read the ruling and think critically about how a loss could impact the future of the Charter of Rights, and the power of government to contravene those rights. I am guessing we will vote to ratify as so many fear “what’s next?” from this government. It’s nasty business, and I think legislation would be next. VALUING PUBLIC EDUCATION needs to come from a STRONG, CONSISTENT public voice. If we do ratify the agreement, and those in the profession and public think we've given up, we have not. We’ve been fighting for years. We just haven’t been heard… until now. ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:21 AM I understand your point of view, but sometimes you have to fight to get what you want. This is a VERY bad deal, considering: Other people get on average 2.5% salary increases last year and this year and the next and the rest of us get 1% and must feel happy if we do.? (https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html) THIS DEAL is a horrendously BAD deal for kids/parents as well, of course. We are going to continue to be humiliated and be the laughing stock of many people of this province. After a decade of paycuts, WOW, this is what they are willing to offer! WOW! WOW! WOW!Delete Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:30 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Reply Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:37 PM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:08 PM Let's cross our fingers! I think we need a general strike by all unions if CC legislates teachers back. It is time to put the foot down and tell her and the Liberals that, as in the movie Network,"I am mad as hell and I won't take it anymore!"Delete Reply Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 8:26 PM Needs help on some stats for an online debate Looking for the last 10 or 15 years of contractual salary increases in %. So, 1% for 2001, 0% for 2002,...ReplyDelete Children FirstSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:00 PM Well it's all done now. Really hope the teacher's can find another angle to deal with class size and composition as well as student funding. The government will make sure the coming court case never swings your way no matter what. 2nd most expensive place to live in the the world!!! Wonder why and where the money goes??? ReplyDelete AnonSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 PM I'm an outsider, but have followed closely this whole fiasco and this is a RAW deal. Your union hung you out to dry on this one - taking a really bad deal (clearly no one from the BCTF had rudimentary math skills in their toolbox) and then publicly encouraging to the media that teachers accept the deal....what choice did you have - a no vote would have outraged the public. I could go on and on, but the bottom line, in my opinion, is that your union better get some stronger leaders who are PR and technology savvy. Out with Iker and the rest of those who bargained on your behalf - they just got ......well , we know that happened. Whew, can't even believe how screwed you got, absolutely amazing - nothing meaningful gained in the big picture and only very minor gains for a small group of people, bigger losses for the majority.. Wow - I better stop now. Best of luck. Thanks for all you do for our children. ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ▼  September (9) Reflections on the BC Teacher Strike BC Teacher strike - Lessons learned Response to Sandy Garossino Will the Education Fund improve classroom conditio... Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Class composition: a human rights perspective Class size and composition - a short visual histor... Guest post - I WILL HOLD THE LINE Teachers - let your leadership know it is time to ... ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7728,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 4, January/February 2005 Thinking of sponsoring a child? Read this before you decide. by Pat Clarke The tsunami catastrophe in South Asia may have many classes, schools, and school districts considering child-sponsorship programs through agencies such as Plan and World Vision. Before a decision is made to undertake that approach to disaster relief, consider the following. The well-known international agency Save the Children (SCF) did have a child-sponsorship program for many years. That organization has over the past several years withdrawn from child-sponsorship and has joined other international organizations such as Oxfam and UNICEF in discouraging that form of international assistance. The reasons for doing so are instructive and provide an insight into some of the problems with child sponsorship or, as it is sometimes described, "direct aid." 1. Save the Children discovered that too often sponsored children were resented in their communities and sometimes in their families. Sponsored children quickly achieve a position of privilege while surrounded by disadvantaged people. SCF found that sponsorship funds were often the cause of envy and sometimes conflict. 2. The agency also realized that child sponsorship has high administrative costs. Child-sponsorship agencies have administrative costs that are twice as high as other international organizations. A larger number of administrative staff are required in addition to publicity and advertising carried out by sponsorship agencies. One dramatic example of SCF’s costs is that one photograph of a child involving processing, mailing, and staff time was $24, more than the child actually received for a month. 3. The greatest concern was the cycle of dependency that sponsorship could induce. Funds to individual children are not used to develop self-sufficient communities. They create a group of children dependent on charity for basic needs. In other words sponsorship is short term and ineffective, and it does not alleviate any of the real problems that cause poverty in developing countries. In the case of the tsunami disaster, the primary concern will be the reconstruction of whole communities. Over the long term, the well-being of affected children will be ensured through stable, self-sufficient communities. While child sponsorship may offer our students a certain lesson in empathy, a longer lasting more meaningful lesson is the significance and value of community. Canada has many excellent international agencies dedicated to sustainable, equitable community development in the developing south. UNICEF, Oxfam, and Save the Children are well known, but others such as Inter Pares, CUSO, and USC also have community-based programs in tsunami-affected countries. Any of these, and other organizations offer worthy alternatives to child sponsorship. Pat Clarke is director of the BCTF’s Professional and Social Issues Division. He was on the board of directors of Save the Children BC from 1992 to1995 and worked for CUSO from 1986 to 1989. Tsunami relief initiative Teachers across B.C. are devastated by the impact of the South Asian disaster. In an effort to co-ordinate the BCTF response to the situation, we are developing a comprehensive Tsunami Relief Initiative in consultation with the Canadian Teachers’ Federation and Education International. Our response will focus on providing victims with immediate financial relief followed by longer term relief for children and their communities. Read more at bctf.ca/SchoolStaffAlert/Archive/2004-05/2005-01-05.html. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7170,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 2, October 2005 We have a Charter of Rights The Supreme Court of Canada will not hear Wal-Mart’s challenge questioning the power of the Saskatchewan Labour Relations Board, the province’s labour law and the right of Saskatchewan workers to protection under the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms. "They should start reading our Charter of Rights and Freedoms at Wal-Mart head offices," says Ken Georgetti, president of the Canadian Labour Congress. "When Wal-Mart first contested the authority of the Saskatchewan Labour Relations Board last summer, I sent them a copy of the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms." Last summer, following an application by the United Food and Commercial Workers’ Canada to represent employees at a Wal-Mart store in Weyburn, Saskatchewan, the SLRB requested that Wal-Mart Canada deliver its internal strategy materials as evidence in order to determine if the company had breached Saskatchewan labour laws during the union organizing campaign. Wal-Mart has now exhausted all of its appeals. As well as Wal-Mart’s judicial maneuvering in Saskatchewan, the company is facing a number of similar complaints across the country, including its announcement to close its store in Jonquière, Quebec, after its employees there formed a union. Source: CLC/CALM Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/08/22-marathons-against-bill-22.html,Staffroom Confidential: 22 marathons against Bill 22 Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Monday, August 20, 2012 22 marathons against Bill 22 As the dog days of summer slowly come to an end, one BC teacher is putting is feet where his heart is.  Ian Cunliffe, a BC public school teacher, is running 22 marathons - one per day - to protest against Bill 22.  He will cross the span of British Columbia in a run of over 1000km, seeking to raise awareness about public education. He has called on elected officials in each riding he runs through to discuss the problems associated with ten years of cuts to education funding and the devastating impact Bill 22 will have on class size and composition. He is calling on government to restore adequate funding. Ian is currently in the summer heat of Osoyoos. You can see his road map and follow his progress at his Facebook page: http://www.facebook.com/22MarathonsAgainstBill22 Ian has been a vocal advocate all year during the dispute with the BC government. He explains his concerns with Bill 22 on his website 1000 voices, 1 message, where he presents a Q & A on the issues. Here is a short exerpt: Q: How does Bill 22 affect student learning? A: Under Bill 22 critical language regarding class size restrictions has been removed. Government now has the power to place any number of students in many classroom settings. Class size matters. As classrooms grow larger a teacher’s ability to help all students is greatly reduced. Many students who need help simply get lost in the shuffle. Larger class sizes also force teachers to adopt teaching strategies that are proven to be far less effective, simply because managing a classroom of 35 students is incredibly difficult. Q: What about special needs students? A: Traditionally there has been clear language set out about how many special needs students may be placed in a classroom and what funding and resources will be provided to assist. Much of this language has been removed. There are now no firm limits of how many special needs students can be placed in one classroom, and even minimum levels of guaranteed support or funding for these students are now things of the past. In many instances it will now be possible for school districts to create classrooms of any size with no limit to how many special needs students can be assigned to the class, all without any guaranteed minimum funding. Q: Didn’t the BC Supreme Court tell government that tearing up teacher contracts was illegal and that they had to work with teachers to rectify the damages that occurred as a result? A: Yes. For over half a decade BC teachers fought a court battle with the BC Liberal Government and last year’s court ruling came out clearly in favor of students and teachers. Bill 22 is a cynical attempt by the provincial government to circumvent clear directions by the BC Supreme Court.  From: http://www.1000voices1message.com/bill-22-faq.html Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 10:15 AM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest No comments: Post a Comment Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ▼  August (3) Goodbye Mr. Abbott Will the bcedplan actually listen? 22 marathons against Bill 22 ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=31650,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2014 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 26, Number 4, Jan./Feb. 2014   President’s message Commitment, strength, and resolve  At the start of every new year, we reflect on the year that was and look forward to what needs to be done in the year ahead. Many of us make resolutions about our professional lives and the lives we lead outside of work with our friends and family. It is the latter that is so important and we donít talk enough about it at the BCTF. We must all take care to look after our health, find meaningful workñlife balance, and spend quality time with loved ones. As teachers, it can be hard to find that balance as we are pulled in many different directions and face significant stresses. Making a resolution to get healthier or find more balance is one thing, following through can be tough. It takes commitment, strength, and resolve. As a union, we are going to need all three in the months ahead as we continue bargaining with the provincial government. For me, two things are at the heart of our efforts this year at the bargaining table. I want to see improvements to our working conditions, which includes salary, and new investments in resources and support levels for our students. The two goals are completely linked. For over a decade, teachers have been doing more with less and a generation of students have been shortchanged by cuts that were directly tied to the government stripping our collective agreement in 2002. As working and learning conditions deteriorated, stress levels have gone up and students have been put into larger classes and lost time with specialist teachers. BC students are now funded $1,000 less per year than the national average and we have Canadaís worst studentñeducator ratio. That means teachers and students are not getting the support or resources they need. Thatís why we must work hard to get a fair and reasonable deal that is negotiated, not imposed, at the bargaining table. Itís not going to be easy. In November and December, it became clear that the government is once again trying to strip key provisions of our collective agreement that protect working conditions. Also, the government refuses to acknowledge comparisons with other provinces that show our working conditions and wages lag behind our colleagues in other parts of Canada. At the bargaining table, we have done our part to create space for a deal. We encouraged government to bargain at the table, not in the media. We tabled reasonable proposals that will improve class size, class composition, preparation time, ratios for learning specialist teachers, and working conditions for TTOCs over time. We are asking for a wage increase that respects the work we do, helps us catch up to our Canadian colleagues. Itís time for government to now do its part and come to the table with proposals that respect the work teachers do and enhance our education system. If the government continues to push for concessions, strips, and unfair wage settlements, they will not find the stability we are all hoping to achieve. I remain hopeful there is a deal to be found, but it will not be easy and we will need to support each other as we go forward.   Jim Iker, BCTF President    Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141006,globalnews.ca,http://globalnews.ca/news/1600220/everything-you-need-to-know-about-wednesdays-lunar-eclipse/,Everything you need to know about Wednesday’s lunar eclipse  | Globalnews.ca Your Region: National BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg On TV: News Hour Sections National National sections Locals Local sections Watch Watch sections Search Canada Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released Sections Health Money Consumer Tech Entertainment Environment Science Lifestyle Sports Featured Canada World Politics Investigations Canada Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released Your Region National Change BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Health Money Consumer Tech Entertainment Environment Science Lifestyle Sports Jump to a Region National BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Man trying to reach Bermuda in inflatable bubble rescued by Coast Guard Schedule NowNews Hour 6:30pmGlobal National More Programs Global National The West Block 16x9 The Morning Show More Personalities Dawna Friesen Carolyn Jarvis Liza Fromer Tom Clark More News Major snowfall covers N. Manitoba Entertainment ‘Gone Girl’ wins weekend box office News Journalist with Ebola arrives at US hospital Canada Quebecor sells off Sun newspaper chain News Crowdfunded bus debuts in Toronto Entertainment Depardieu reveals past as escort, thief Canada MPs debate motion for airstrikes in Iraq Sports NBA extends television deals for 9 years Trending Maple Syrup Heist Hong Kong protests Iraq crisis Luka Magnotta Ebola outbreak enterovirus D68 Ukraine Retail Wars Lunar eclipse October 6, 2014 2:55 pm Everything you need to know about Wednesday’s lunar eclipse By Nicole Mortillaro  Global News ; A sequence of images taken approximately every twenty minutes show the moon passing through the shadow of the earth as photographed in Toronto Wednesday Feb. 20, 2008. Adrian Wyld/CP Photo What is this? Sponsored content is written by Global News' editorial staff without any editorial influence by the sponsor. If you'd like to learn more... What is this ? X What is this? Sponsored content is written by Global News' without any editorial influence by the sponsor. If you'd like to learn more... TORONTO – This Wednesday, Canada will be treated to its second lunar eclipse of the year. READ MORE: April 15 starts off the year of eclipses Story continues below The best place to be for this lunar eclipse is British Columbia and western Saskatchewan, where the whole eclipse can be viewed. For the rest of the country, the eclipse will start after moonset. And if you’re in eastern Canada, you’ll have to get up early: the total eclipse starts around 6:30 a.m. EDT. The first stage of a lunar eclipse is the penumbral stage when the moon’s leading edge enters the outer fringe of Earth’s shadow, called the penumbra. It’s unlikely that you’ll notice anything until most of it has crossed into this region. Even then, you’ll only notice a slight darkening. Total Lunar Eclipse of October 8, 2014 from Michael Zeiler on Vimeo. Unlike solar eclipses, lunar eclipses are long events, spanning around three hours. So if you don’t want to get up too early, you can just get up for the totality, when the moon will be red. The partial eclipse starts when the leading edge of the moon enters the umbra, or Earth’s shadow. The rest of the moon will creep into the umbra. When all of it is in this shadow, we get the total eclipse. Most of the time the moon isn’t blacked out, but turns a reddish or copper colour. This is because light from the sun — hidden behind Earth — refracts through Earth’s atmosphere. If an astronaut were on the moon, he or she would be able to see all the sunrises and sunsets occurring around the world at once. READ MORE: Top 5 astronomical events you don’t want to miss So, if you want to catch the lunar eclipse, you’ll need a clear sky and also the ability to either stay up late or wake up very early. Unfortunately, the weather does not appear to be cooperating. Eastern Canada as well as parts of British Columbia are forecast to be covered in cloud. But of course, as we get closer to the day, the forecast may change. It looks like clouds may impede our view of the lunar eclipse on Oct. 8. Global News The penumbral eclipse begins at 8:15 a.m. UTC, with the partial eclipse beginning at 9:14 a.m. UTC. The total eclipse begins at 10:25 a.m. UTC and ends at 11:24 a.m. UTC. The moon then starts moving out of the Earth’s shadow and back into the penumbra. The whole event ends at 1:33 p.m. UTC. As for the best way to catch the eclipse, all you have to do is look up. In eastern Canada, however, the moon will be setting, so try to get somewhere high and look to the west. And we’re not done for eclipses this month: on Oct. 23, a partial solar eclipse will be visible across most of the country. Follow @NebulousNikki © Shaw Media, 2014 Report an error Astronomy Lunar eclipse Nicole Mortillaro Senior Web Coordinator Nicole Mortillaro is a senior web coordinator covering weather, science and the environment for Global News. More Stories Canada Bed bug battle at Saskatoon apartment complex Fredericton’s Harvest Jazz and Blues Festival back on stage WATCH: Tour bus crash victims medical costs covered by ICBC Canada Line spurs economic growth in Richmond 5 cool things we learned at the International Astronautical Congress Comments Popular Now Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released 20224 How does Ebola spread? 5 things you need to know 18659 Accused Madeleine McCann Twitter troll found dead 9985 Ebola: 5 reasons why an outbreak is highly unlikely in Canada 7298 UPDATE: What’s the best, cheapest Canadian cellphone plan out there? 5891 Featured Content Canada Ebola: 5 reasons why an outbreak is highly unlikely in Canada What are the chances of an Ebola outbreak taking off in Canada? It isn’t likely, according to experts. And here are a number of reasons why. Continue reading → Environment Are we in the midst of a mass extinction? There have been 5 mass extinctions — the loss of 75 per cent or more of the world’s species — in Earth’s history. Scientists now believe that we are at the early stages of the sixth. Continue reading → Health Lab-grown penises may soon be ‘ready for testing’ on humans Researchers in North Carolina say penises grown in laboratories could “soon be ready for human testing,” offering hope for men who have had traumatic injuries or penile cancer. Continue reading → Canada Meet Rachel Parent — the teen fighting for GMO labelling in Canada Rachel Parent is a 15-year-old activist. Her goal: mandatory labelling in Canada of all genetically modified organisms, or GMOs that are found as ingredients in food. Continue reading → Canada Abandoned puppies on the mend Twenty hungry, cold and flea-infested puppies found in a Saskatchewan field are now being nursed back to health at Battleford’s Humane Society. Continue reading → Science Everything you need to know about Wednesday’s lunar eclipse On Oct. 8, Canada will be treated to its second lunar eclipse of the year. Find out what you can expect. Continue reading → Canada Can homegrown food win the climate change war? Wondering what’s the single most effective way to combat climate change? Plant a garden. Continue reading → Canada 16×9: An investigation into illegal lumber Timber thieves are stealing wood from the Russian Far East, processing it in China and then shipping it to North America, a 16×9 investigation has found. Continue reading → Highlights Hounds of Parliament: As commuting cyclist and budget watchdog, Frechette must make his presence known Frechette draws a line distinguishing his personality as a cyclist and as the parliamentary budget officer. But surely there’s a parallel between the assertive man he is on a bike and in the role of PBO? Continue reading → Email alerts Sign up for FREE daily Globalnews.ca newsletters and breaking news alerts Email Address National Daily News National Breaking News By clicking on the submit button, I have read, understood and agreed to our privacy policy Twitter Follow globalnews 20 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews USA Swimming suspends #MichaelPhelps for 6 months glbn.ca/ClLU9 pic.twitter.com/nqC3dQ3NhL 20 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews Hillary Clinton: military action against ISIS “critical” and “essential” globalnews.ca/news/1600343/w… #cdnpoli 32 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews Boy left in car during church choir practice dies glbn.ca/ClKBB Jump to a Region BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Connect Facebook Twitter Google+ RSS Contact Us Global News About Us Privacy Policy Principles & Practices Terms & Conditions Copyright Shaw Media Advertise Open Data © Shaw Media Inc., 2014. All rights reserved. Follow Follow “Global News” Get every new post delivered to your Inbox. Join 3,820 other followers Powered by WordPress.com Shaw Connect Expand News Entertainment Entertainment Home Celebs Movies TV Music Living Lifestyle Food Home & Living Sports Money Tech Travel Breaktime Autos Watch TV Online All Sites Global Global News Food Network HGTV History Television Showcase Slice DTOUR ET Canada National Geographic Movietime Lifetime H2 DIY Action NG Wild Mystery IFC BBC Deja Vu Twist)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=21186&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 7, May/June 2010  Health and safety By Karen Langenmaier Who are you going to call? Did you know?  Health and safety reps at your school do more than check to see if the floors are slippery or if your boxes are stacked too high. What is a health and safety rep? Health and safety reps are elected by members of the teaching and support staff unions at each work site. Together, with an administrative rep, they comprise the joint occupational health and safety committee to prevent and address all health and safety concerns for all workers at your workplace. What is a health and safety concern? Violent incidents including verbal or electronic threats, dangerous intruders, and physical assault by students or parents. Indoor air quality issues including lack of ventilation (fresh air), asbestos, mould, toxic cleaning supplies, and lack of cleaning. (Often when budgets are cut, the first thing to go is custodial support.) Ergonomic issues such as height of work stations, working on cement floors, work practices such as sitting in small chairs in primary grades, bending over to help students, and using ladders or step stools instead of chairs. Noise reduction in gyms, music rooms, shops, portables, and classrooms. Communicable diseases such as H1N1, measles, and fifth disease. Working alone in portables, isolated wings of schools, after hours, and during extracurricular activities, all of which require policies and procedures to ensure the safety of the workers. New- and young-worker training and orientation of health and safety issues before starting work. The right to know of any health and safety issues. What should you do if there is a health and safety concern? If you recognize any health and safety issue as those listed above for you or any other worker, you should: report the concern to your admin. report to a health and safety rep. What should happen next? The administrator deals with the issue if it can be addressed immediately. If not, then members of the joint committee will investigate and make recommendations for remediation to the employer. When should WorkSafeBC be contacted? A worker has the right to contact WSBC to speak to an officer at any time about any health and safety issue. Depending on the issue, the officer may refer the worker back to the health and safety committee or come out to the site to do an inspection or investigation. If there is a health and safety emergency such as discovering asbestos, a violent intruder, or gas or chemical leak, then WSBC should be contacted and an officer should investigate immediately. What should you do if you are injured at work? (Remember, injuries are not just physical.) Report to the first aid attendant. Report to the administrator. Fill out a WCB 6A form and give it to your administrator and health and safety rep. Call Teleclaim 1-888-WORKERS. Go to your doctor. Who should you call if you have any questions? your health and safety rep your local president the BCTF health and safety officer in prevention—Karen Langenmaier the BCTF WCB advocate—Patti McLaughlin. – Karen Langenmaier, BCTF Health and Safety officer)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "Gr8 event honoring Taiwan ROC w many friends @douglasbing @marvinhunt4bc @KerryLynneFindl @mhlchiu26 @prairiechinois http://t.co/85TUCQsbrI" @John_Yap - 05:40pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media last tweet "" @ - 12:00am Follow @ last post "" facebook/ - Jan 1st Like Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=17380&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 4, January/February 2009  From an inner-city school to a remote rural school By Susan Gilbert This is part 2 of an interview with Susanne Hryboko—the sole staff at Surge Narrows Elementary School on the remote shores of Read Island. Part 1 appeared in the Nov./Dec. 2008 issue of Teacher. How do you like living in a teacherage, on site? I like it. We have a four-day workweek; I come over Monday mornings by boat and I go back Thursday evenings. I can really focus on doing all my school things during that time and the weekend is a separate time. Because I am on site here, if someone wants access to the school in the evenings I can open it up. It is part of the process of what you have to do here and at first I wasn’t sure. The teacherage is old; I don’t think there are any new teacherages in the province. I have to deal with the mice, but again that is part of what we do living up here. I have a fridge, but the generator is off at night so keeping ice is difficult. There is no TV or radio so my life is the school and I read a lot. What is the biggest threat to your job in both schools? In the inner city, especially teaching behaviour classes, there was always the threat of violence. We were prepared for it by going through training but the underlying threat was always there. Here, the biggest threat I feel is if families move away and the school population diminishes enough for the school to close. That is about it; it feels like a really safe place here. Compare parent involvement in both schools. There are some parents who are here a lot more than other parents and it was the same in the inner-city school. In the city school, there was a separate parent room and we had a full-time staff worker who was the parent counselor. Something I really found interesting coming here is that the parents fight for the same basic issue; the right for their children to be educated in their own catchment area. In the inner-city school, I was in a class that was set up the year before I came and it was set up as a result of parents camping for 44 days on the school board property to demand the right for the kids to attend their home school. These kids were sent to district classes in various schools and yes, the school board bussed them so it wasn’t transportation issues but some parents had kids in two or three school across the city and for them to try and make their way to the schools was impossible. The kids were being shipped out of the neighbourhood. This meant they had teachers who didn’t understand the living situation and what was going on at home. Coming here, to a school that had become really small before I started, to the point where parents were protesting saying, “Do not shut the school down, we need it.” It is the same issue of kids having the right to be schooled in their own school whether it is inner-city Vancouver or small-town rural Surge Narrows. How do you justify a school being open for 10 students when schools of 200 plus are being closed down from lack of funds? It is hard to justify when it comes down to the paper level. For the people who make the decisions, I ask them to come and travel the road and the distance once, not by water taxi, not by float plane, but to actually travel that road by vehicle to see if this experience would differ if it was decided to close Surge School. The only other option the school board could offer is to board the Surge students out and for parents to give up raising their own children in lieu of an education and this is not an option anyone would agree to. It is one of those things of reality verses business world. How do you teach different grade levels in one classroom? It is a constant series of mini lessons. There are no big lessons in a subject like math. The kids work out of their textbooks and I go around and make sure each one is on track. With a subject like science, I teach the group together. Right now we are doing “simple machines” which is technically Grade 5. I teach the basics but the observations on what they do during experiments and the expectations of their written work are in accordance with the child’s grade level. Are you teaching life skill more here at Surge Elementary than you were in Vancouver? Actually, it is the opposite. I do teach life skills here, specifically emergency preparedness—calling the coast guard and being able to give locations etc.—but what I found in the inner city was that many of the students did not go beyond Grade 8 and therefore, I could be the last teacher they might have. These kids needed to know money; they needed to know how to look up phone numbers, how to cross streets, take buses, etc. Here, life skills are primarily taught by the parents and are reflected in the lifestyle in which they live. Do you think the lure of working with colleagues in the traditional public school system will ever draw you back? In a word—no. The only way I would ever return to a traditional school is if this school closes for lack of students. I love it here. I love the life style, I love having the same students year after year and being able to cater to their individuality. I love the lack of stress in my life and, ultimately, I feel that the way these children are experiencing school will be of a much greater benefit to them as adults. This system unequivocally nourishes a sense of self. I consider myself extremely fortunate to be here in such a uniquely wonderful situation. Susan Gilbert is a parent and freelance writer, Read Island.)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2011/09/in-defense-of-compassionate-care-leave.html?showComment=1315539676977,Staffroom Confidential: In defense of compassionate care leave Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Thursday, September 8, 2011 In defense of compassionate care leave Within the various commentary about the BCTF negotiations, some have chosen to criticize BCTF proposals in an attempt to discredit teachers and teacher bargaining. One of the proposals that has been particularly singled out is compassionate care leave. Compassionate care leave is currently provided through the employment standards act and some unions have negotiated related provisions. It provides a leave for an employee to take care of a person who is terminally ill (a reasonable expectation of death within 26 weeks). The current employment standards act provides eight weeks of leave and if eligible, employees can collect employment insurance benefits for six of those eight weeks. The person being cared for must be a "family member", but the definition of family member includes a person or friend who "considers you a family member", such as a friend or neighbour. As the government program notes: "One of the most difficult times for anyone is when a loved one is dying or at risk of death. The demands of caring for a gravely ill family member can jeopardize both your job and the financial security of your family. The Government of Canada believes that, during such times, you should not have to choose between keeping your job and caring for your family." (http://www.servicecanada.gc.ca/eng/ei/types/compassionate_care.shtml) Doctors agree that compassionate care leave has multiple benefits: "For most clinicians, compassionate care matters because it is fundamental to the practice of medicine, ethically sound, and humane," according to lead author Beth Lown, MD, medical director of the Schwartz Center and an associate professor of medicine at Harvard Medical School. "However, there is also strong evidence that compassionate care improves health outcomes and quality of life, increases patient satisfaction, and lowers health care costs. Particularly as our health care system faces such intense pressure to reduce costs, we must make sure that this critically important element of health care is not lost." (http://www.eurekalert.org/pub_releases/2011-09/tscf-scp090811.php) There are calls for an expansion to the existing employment insurance scheme, to extend the leave and benefits to 26 weeks. This makes sense. After all, the program is designed for those who might die in 26 weeks time. It is a bit odd that eight weeks is available but no more. What do you do after those eight weeks? Chances are, the person you are caring for is even more ill after the eight weeks than before. The proposal put forward by BC teachers is akin to the "top up" programs that many Canadians already receive for maternity leave. These programs provide a top up by the employer to the employee's EI benefits so that their pay is closer to what their salary normally is. They are designed to ensure that women and parents can have adequate time off to care for their very young children without a significant loss of income. Taken together with the Employment Insurance benefits, these programs help to even the playing field for parents with respect to income loss and child bearing/rearing. There is a benefit to the individuals but also to society, which benefits from the future earnings/production/taxes of the children. It is only a tiny portion of the vast cost of raising a child, but allows mothers and parents to ensure adequate care for the critical first year of life, without fear of losing their home or not being able to pay the bills. The same rationale can be made for compassionate care leave. Those who are close to death and require care will end up somewhere in our social safety net. In the worst of cases, inadequate care might mean accidents and further complications to illness take place. In the event hospitalization is required, the costs far outweigh what a compassionate care program would cost. But even if palliative care or home care services are used, the overall costs are likely in excess of what a compassionate care program would be. Moreover, a close friend or relative is likely able to provide more time and attention in caring and the care can likely be done in a home environment. Compassionate care leave is also a women's issue, just as maternity leave is. The Canadian Women's Health Network describes why: "Care in the home is women’s work. Women provide more than 80% of unpaid personal care for the elderly and for those of all ages with long-term disability or short-term illness. A survey found that three out of four unpaid caregivers were women between the ages of 50 and 65 -- that is, women in the prime of life who may already be juggling adolescent children, aging parents and a professional career." (http://www.cwhn.ca/en/node/39518) I am proud that I am part of an organization that is advocating for improvements like compassionate care leave. It is a progressive change that I hope is both successful and replicated by other workplaces. Just as the landmark strike by the Canadian Union of Postal Workers eventually led to maternity leave rights and benefits for all Canadian mothers and parents, I am hopeful that the union movement's involvement in pursuing compassionate care leave will result in legislative changes that benefit all Canadians. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 2:31 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 3 comments: AnonymousSeptember 8, 2011 at 8:41 PM Thank you for an informative post on the rationale behind increasing the number of weeks of compassionate care leave and top up. I hope that when bargaining for top up, people whose family members are ill during the summer months will also be eligible. It came at quite a shock to me, while on maternity leave with baby #1, that I would not receive my top up during the summer months. Seemed quite unfair and I hope this changes. Baby #2 birth was "better timed". Teacher from KamloopsReplyDelete AnonymousSeptember 9, 2011 at 5:25 PM @Anonymous: A teacher in our district challenged that not only with our union but also with BCTF on the grounds that it was discriminatory. As a result, now, if applicable, women in our district will receive their top up during the summer. It was a long hard fight but she did it.ReplyDelete LucindaSeptember 10, 2011 at 11:33 AM If only the "harbingers of doom" (the media" would explain to their readers & viewers this tabled item in such a logical manner. But noooo, instead we have continued hysteria at the unreasonable demands of teachers.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ▼  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ▼  September (10) Does BCPSEA represent the interest of School Trust... BCPSEA pushing American style "reform" agenda Wrong response to poverty and underfunded classroo... Mel Joy and the BC Trustees' new approach? Good riddance to BCeSIS Cranbrook Trustees re-instate recess during job ac... Shameful cuts to BCCPAC funding show "family first... In defense of compassionate care leave Mr. Abbott - the ball is in your court... Guest post: A teacher explains our bargaining posi... ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/FassbenderMLA,Peter Fassbender (@FassbenderMLA) | Twitter Twitter Search query Search Twitter Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Language: English Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Have an account? Sign in New to Twitter? Join Today » Sign In Phone, email or username Password Sign in Remember me Forgot password? Already using Twitter via text message? Peter Fassbender Verified account @FassbenderMLA Tweets 1,463 Photos/Videos 157 Following 684 Followers 3,972 Favorites 38   More Favorites Lists Unmute @FassbenderMLA Mute @FassbenderMLA Follow Following Unfollow Blocked Unblock Pending Cancel Peter FassbenderVerified account @FassbenderMLA Proud MLA for the people of #SurreyFleetwood in beautiful #BritishColumbia, Minister of #Education, BC Government Surrey-Fleetwood, BC peterfassbendermla.ca 157 Photos and videos Tweets Tweets Tweets & replies Peter Fassbender retweeted Anita Huberman @anitahuberman  ·  Oct 2 Looking forward to tonight's Kick-off for Manufacturing month in Surrey. 6-8pm at Sheraton. @SBofT Reply 0 replies Retweet Retweeted 2 retweets 2 Favorite Favorited 0 favorites More Embed Tweet Peter Fassbender retweeted BC Finance Committee @BCFinanceComm  ·  Sep 23 What are your priorities for Budget 2015? You can make a submission to the Finance Committee at: #bcpoli http://ow.ly/BH95W  Reply 0 replies Retweet Retweeted 4 retweets 4 Favorite Favorited 0 favorites More Embed Tweet Peter Fassbender retweeted Naomi Yamamoto @naomiyamamoto  ·  Sep 24 @CityofSurrey wins Open for Business Award! @SBofT @FassbenderMLA @marvinhunt4bc @amrikvirkbc @MLACadieux #smallbiz pic.twitter.com/rsw9M78spx View more photos and videos Reply 0 replies Retweet Retweeted 8 retweets 8 Favorite Favorited 3 favorites 3 More Embed Tweet Peter Fassbender retweeted Jane Thornthwaite @jthornthwaite  ·  Sep 24 Improve literacy by supporting the @VancouverSun #RaiseAReader Campaign #northvan @FassbenderMLA @bcedplan http://www.vancouversun.com/news/raise-a-reader/index.html?__federated=1 … Reply 0 replies Retweet Retweeted 3 retweets 3 Favorite Favorited 0 favorites More Embed Tweet Peter Fassbender @FassbenderMLA  ·  Sep 23 #LNGinBC = 100,000 jobs 4 #BC. #findyourfit helps #BC youth explore skills training opps. http://ow.ly/AS4Ca  #surreybc Reply 0 replies Retweet Retweeted 4 retweets 4 Favorite Favorited 0 favorites More Embed Tweet Peter Fassbender retweeted Amrik Virk @amrikvirkbc  ·  Sep 20 Beautiful morning at City Hall celebrating PICS #smallbiz expo. pic.twitter.com/HXJsertIjf Marvin Hunt, Peter Fassbender and Richard T Lee View more photos and videos Reply 0 replies Retweet Retweeted 3 retweets 3 Favorite Favorited 4 favorites 4 More Embed Tweet Peter Fassbender @FassbenderMLA  ·  Sep 4 BCTF confirms same gap as BCPSEA: well over $300 m per year. Nowhere near affordability zone of other union agreements. #bced #bcpoli Reply 0 replies Retweet Retweeted 20 retweets 20 Favorite Favorited 10 favorites 10 More Embed Tweet Peter Fassbender @FassbenderMLA  ·  Sep 4 The math: 547,985 students (559k less 11k intnl students) x $3 a day x 193 days (187 instructional & 6 ProD) = $317m per year! = BIG GAP Reply 0 replies Retweet Retweeted 28 retweets 28 Favorite Favorited 12 favorites 12 More Embed Tweet Peter Fassbender @FassbenderMLA  ·  Sep 4 (1) BCTF says financial gap is small: $3 per student per day. But let’s do the math. #bced #bcpoli Reply 0 replies Retweet Retweeted 16 retweets 16 Favorite Favorited 9 favorites 9 More Embed Tweet Peter Fassbender retweeted Amrik Virk @amrikvirkbc  ·  Jul 26 @FassbenderMLA, there's something on shirt! @HoneybeeCentre pic.twitter.com/3zSFNZGBMT View more photos and videos Reply 0 replies Retweet Retweeted 9 retweets 9 Favorite Favorited 10 favorites 10 More Embed Tweet Peter Fassbender retweeted Amrik Virk @amrikvirkbc  ·  Jul 26 Just hanging with several thousand baby bees @FassbenderMLA @HoneybeeCentre pic.twitter.com/yJ9w637Fcr View more photos and videos Reply 0 replies Retweet Retweeted 4 retweets 4 Favorite Favorited 3 favorites 3 More Embed Tweet Peter Fassbender retweeted Tourism Surrey @TourismSurrey  ·  Jul 25 Tomorrow, be sure to check out the Honeybee Festival by Fraser Hwy & Hwy 15! It'll be a buzzing good time! #FoodWithThought... Reply 0 replies Retweet Retweeted 1 retweet 1 Favorite Favorited 1 favorite 1 More Embed Tweet Peter Fassbender retweeted The Now Newspaper @TheNowNewspaper  ·  Jul 24 What will you "bee" doing this weekend? #Cloverdale's Honeybee Centre is hosting a free weekend-long festival #Surrey http://ow.ly/zycc5  View summary Reply 0 replies Retweet Retweeted 2 retweets 2 Favorite Favorited 0 favorites More Embed Tweet Peter Fassbender retweeted BC Liberal Caucus @BCLiberalCaucus  ·  Jun 3 Don't miss #SurreyBC - Fleetwood MLA & Education Minister @FassbenderMLA on #ShawTV's Constituency Report! 2pm, channel 4. #bcpoli Reply 0 replies Retweet Retweeted 2 retweets 2 Favorite Favorited 0 favorites More Embed Tweet Peter Fassbender retweeted BC Liberal Caucus @BCLiberalCaucus  ·  Jun 1 Constituency Report w/ #SurreyBC - Fleetwood's @FassbenderMLA is on #ShawTV 4 at 530pm! He talks #bced, #Vaisakhi, @CloverdaleRodeo & more! Reply 0 replies Retweet Retweeted 1 retweet 1 Favorite Favorited 1 favorite 1 More Embed Tweet Richmond, British Columbia Peter Fassbender retweeted Paige MacFarlane @edupaige  ·  May 30 . @FassbenderMLA at the podium #bccpac2014 talking about the pace of change in education @bcedplan pic.twitter.com/H4t7VkvDSW View more photos and videos Reply 0 replies Retweet Retweeted 3 retweets 3 Favorite Favorited 1 favorite 1 More Embed Tweet Richmond, British Columbia Peter Fassbender retweeted Paige MacFarlane @edupaige  ·  May 30 . @FassbenderMLA addressing crowd at #bccpac2014 - shining light on the work of @jthornthwaite as Parliamentary Sec for parent engagement Reply 0 replies Retweet Retweeted 2 retweets 2 Favorite Favorited 1 favorite 1 More Embed Tweet Peter Fassbender retweeted Jane Thornthwaite @jthornthwaite  ·  May 30 Pres @TerryBerting welcoming delegates @BCCPAC convention @FassbenderMLA @edupaige #bced pic.twitter.com/yylbALUOzW View more photos and videos Reply 0 replies Retweet Retweeted 2 retweets 2 Favorite Favorited 0 favorites More Embed Tweet Peter Fassbender @FassbenderMLA  ·  May 27 Average class sizes in British Columbia - Kindergarten - 19.3 students, Gr. 1-3 - 21.5, Gr. 4-7 - 25.7, Gr. 8-12 - 23.0 #bced Reply 0 replies Retweet Retweeted 15 retweets 15 Favorite Favorited 2 favorites 2 More Embed Tweet Peter Fassbender @FassbenderMLA  ·  May 26 Here is some information for parents about @BCTF strike action in our schools: http://www.newsroom.gov.bc.ca/downloads/Information_for_Parents_on_BCTF_Strike.pdf … Reply 0 replies Retweet Retweeted 4 retweets 4 Favorite Favorited 2 favorites 2 More Embed Tweet Twitter may be over capacity or experiencing a momentary hiccup. Try again Visit Twitter Status for more information. Close Peter Fassbender followed Don’t miss any updates from Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood, BC · Change © 2014 Twitter About Help Ads info Close Trends Trends tailored just for you. Trends offer a unique way to get closer to what you care about. They are tailored for you based on your location and who you follow. Change Keep tailored Trends Get Worldwide Trends Done Dismiss Close Previous Next Close Go to a person's profile Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Close Retweet this to your followers? Cancel Retweet Close Are you sure you want to delete this Tweet? Cancel Delete Close Block Cancel Block Add a location to your Tweets When you tweet with a location, Twitter stores that location. You can switch location on/off before each Tweet and always have the option to delete your location history. Learn more Turn location on Not now Turn off location Close Profile summary Close Your lists Close Create a new list List name Description Under 100 characters, optional Privacy Public · Anyone can follow this list Private · Only you can access this list Save list Close Close Embed this Tweet Add this Tweet to your website by copying the code below. Learn more Hmm, there was a problem reaching the server. Try again? Include parent Tweet Include media Preview Close Sign up for Twitter Not on Twitter? Sign up, tune into the things you care about, and get updates as they happen. Have an account? Sign in » Close Two-way (sending and receiving) short codes: Country Code For customers of United States 40404 (any) Canada 21212 (any) United Kingdom 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM Haiti 40404 Digicel, Voila Ireland 51210 Vodafone, O2 India 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Indonesia 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » See SMS short codes for other countries Close Confirmation)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media jthornthwaite last tweet "Read #BC's Blueprint in English, Punjabi, Chinese & French! http://t.co/cUCdVsL7BA #findyourfit #diverse #northvan http://t.co/cUCdVsL7BA" @jthornthwaite - 07:37pm Follow @jthornthwaite BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141006,www.cbc.ca,http://www.cbc.ca/news/health/nobel-prize-in-medicine-awarded-for-brain-gps-research-1.2788593,Nobel Prize in Medicine awarded for brain GPS research - Health - CBC News Accessibility Links Skip to main content Skip to CBC accessibility page   CBC Global Navigation CBC.ca News News Menu Sports Sports Menu Music   Radio Radio Menu TV TV Menu My Region Menu   More CBC Menu   Watch Watch Menu Listen Listen Menu     CBC News Health Major StoriesIn The News In the news Canada and ISIS Ebola outbreak Bottle vs. tap Hong Kong protests CBC News Navigation Home World Canada Politics Business Health Arts & Entertainment Technology & Science Community Weather Video Health Rate My Hospital Photo Galleries Nobel Prize in Medicine awarded for brain GPS research British-American co-winner John O'Keefe earned doctoral degree from McGill in 1967 By Karl Ritter and Malin Rising, The Associated Press Posted: Oct 06, 2014 6:05 AM ET Last Updated: Oct 06, 2014 11:21 AM ET Norwegian scientists May-Britt and Edvard Moser, seen here in a 2008 photo, are sharing the 2014 Nobel Prize in Medicine with John O'Keefe. (Drago Prvulovic / TT, Associated Press) External Links Nobel Prize for Physiology or Medicine (Note: CBC does not endorse and is not responsible for the content of external links.) A U.S.-British scientist and a Norwegian husband-and-wife research team won the Nobel Prize in Medicine Monday for discovering the brain's navigation system — the inner GPS that helps us find our way in the world — a revelation that could lead to advances in diagnosing Alzheimer's. The research by John O'Keefe, May-Britt Moser and Edvard Moser represents a "paradigm shift" in neuroscience that could help researchers understand the sometimes severe spatial memory loss associated with Alzheimer's disease, the Nobel Assembly said. "This year's Nobel laureates have discovered a positioning system, an `inner GPS' in the brain, that makes it possible to orient ourselves in space," the assembly said. O'Keefe, 74, a dual U.S. and British citizen at the University College London, discovered the first component of this system in 1971 when he found that a certain type of nerve cell was always activated when a rat was at a certain place in a room. He demonstrated that these place cells were building up a map of the environment, not just registering visual input. Thirty-four years later, in 2005, May-Britt Moser and Edvard Moser, married neuroscientists at the Norwegian University of Science and Technology in Trondheim, identified another type of nerve cell — the grid cell — that generates a co-ordinate system for precise positioning and path-finding, the assembly said. Monday's award was the fourth time that a married couple has shared a Nobel Prize and the second time in the medicine category. "This is crazy," an excited May-Britt Moser, 51, told The Associated Press by telephone from Trondheim. "This is such a great honour for all of us and all the people who have worked with us and supported us," she said. "We are going to continue and hopefully do even more groundbreaking work in the future." Her 52-year-old husband didn't immediately find out about the prize because he was flying to the Max Planck Institute in Munich, Germany, to demonstrate their research. Edvard Moser told the Norwegian news agency NTB he only discovered he had won after he landed in Munich, turned on his cellphone and saw a flood of emails, text messages and missed calls. "I didn't know anything. When I got off the plane there was a representative there with a bouquet of flowers who said `congratulations on the prize,"' he was quoted as saying. The Nobel Assembly said the discoveries marked a shift in scientists' understanding of how specialized cells work together to perform complex cognitive tasks. They have also opened new avenues for understanding cognitive functions such as memory, thinking and planning. "Thanks to our grid and place cells, we don't have to walk around with a map to find our way each time we visit a city, because we have that map in our head," said Juleen Zierath, chair of the medicine prize committee. "I think, without these cells, we would have a really hard time to survive." O'Keefe told the AP he was working at home when his office called to say "there's a gentleman from Sweden who wants to have a word with you." Professor John O'Keefe speaks in an interview Monday after he was named a co-winner of the 2014 Nobel Prize in Medicine. (Matt Dunham/Associated Press) "Before I called him, I took a long, deep breath," O'Keefe said, speaking at his office at University College London. O'Keefe was born in Harlem and raised in the South Bronx. "If you can survive the South Bronx, you can survive anything," he said. He moved to England for postdoctoral training and found the place cells in a part of the brain called the hippocampus. The Mosers, meanwhile, identified the grid cells in a nearby section of the brain known as the entorhinal cortex. O'Keefe said his work could be used as a basis for investigating Alzheimer's, for example, by designing tests to try to pick up the first signs of the disease. "So we can not only use brain imaging to see the earliest signs of the disease in this part of the brain, but we can begin to see how it is affecting their memory, particularly their spatial memory," he said. David Foster, a neuroscientist who studies place cells at Johns Hopkins University in Baltimore, said O'Keefe's discovery of place cells was controversial in 1971 but became widely accepted over the next few decades as more researchers began to study it. "He founded the field," Foster said. All three Nobel laureates won Columbia University's Louisa Gross Horwitz Prize last year for their discoveries. They will split the Nobel prize money of 8 million Swedish kronor (about $1.1 million Cdn), with half to O'Keefe and the other half to the Mosers. The Nobel awards in physics, chemistry, literature and peace will be announced later this week and the economics prize will be announced next Monday. Created by Swedish industrialist Alfred Nobel, the Nobel Prizes were first awarded in 1901. The winners collect their awards on Dec. 10, the anniversary of Nobel's death in 1896. Last year's medicine award went to researchers who discovered how substances are transported within cells, a process involved in such important activities as brain cell communication and the release of insulin. © The Associated Press, 2014 Report Typo Send Feedback Stay Connected with CBC News Mobile Facebook Podcasts Twitter Alerts Newsletter Top News Headlines Iraq mission: Tories offer more aid but opposition unimpressed video New concern worldwide as nurse in Spain gets Ebola Adding Sun might not move Post from under its cloud audio In Hong Kong protest, China's 'Goliath' hasn't blinked yet: Patrick Brown video Vancouver police issue warning after series of sexual assaults Must Watch Latest Health News Headlines Ebola update: Dallas officials say 'crucial' week' for containment read comments video Ebola: Canada sends 1st shipment of protective gear to Sierra Leone read comments video Uganda acting to contain possible Marburg outbreak read comments Nobel medicine prize goes to 3 scientists for 'inner GPS' work OHL, CMHA target mental health problems among hockey players read comments Features LICE Head lice: Most-used treatments no longer very effective, scientists say Combing with a lubricant the safest method: Consumer Reports Most Viewed Nobel Prize in Medicine awarded for brain GPS research Medical marijuana prescribing by doctors felt to be unclear Ebola outbreak: Here's what you need to know Ebola outbreak: Canada sends 2nd mobile lab to Sierra Leone Bottle vs. tap: 7 things to know about drinking water Enterovirus D68: 8 things parents should know Head lice: Most-used treatments no longer very effective, scientists say Worst-ever Ebola outbreak, by the numbers Medical marijuana prescription advice issued to family doctors by college Drinking water contaminated by excreted drugs a growing concern Don't Miss Science research Why I volunteer my son for science experiments BOTTLE VS. TAP 7 things to know about drinking water ROB FORD DIAGNOSIS What is liposarcoma and how is it treated? ARTIFICIAL SWEETENER Artificial sweeteners may exacerbate obesity epidemic EBOLA Worst-ever Ebola outbreak, by the numbers CANCER New techniques help curb advanced melanoma EBOLA TREATMENTS Ebola experimental drugs and vaccines in early days of testing Video 7 tips to prevent amputations during DIY home renos BREAST CANCER Mammogram screening debate Kelly Crowe How Big Tobacco skirts Ottawa's ban on flavoured cigarettes CBC Global Footer CBC.ca Aboriginal Books Contests Digital Archives Documentaries Kids Kids' CBC Preschool Music News Parents Program Guide Radio Sports Television Subscriptions CBC Player CBC Shop Corporate About CBC Transparency and Accountability Jobs Production Facilities Mobile Production Rentals Ombudsman CBC: Get the Facts Independent Producers Public Appearances Pitch a Radio or Audio Program Program and Content Sales Archive Sales Educational Sales Image Research Library & Still Photos Consumer Recordings Digital TV Stay Connected Mobile RSS Podcasts Member Services:Newsletters & Alerts CBC Links Terms Of Use Reuse & Permissions Advertise Privacy Site Map Help Contact Us CBC Radio-Canada Copyright © CBC 2014 cbc.radio-canada.ca cbc.ca radio-canada.ca)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=6958&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 7, May/June 2006 PD Calendar Web site: pdonline.bctf.ca/conferences/PD-Calendar.cfm JUNE 2006 25–27 Vancouver. Peace Education Forum, Educating a Generation To Create a Culture of Peace, UBC. Contact Jane Turner, jturner@bctf.ca. JULY 2006 3–20 Quebec City. Institut de Français, UBC à Québec, French Bursary Program for Teachers. This French immersion program is intended for all teachers and administrators interested in learning or improving their French language skills. www.frenchcentre.ubc.ca/quebec or toll-free 1-866-528-7485 16 Vancouver. Sowing Seeds Humane Education workshop presented by the International Institute for Humane Education. Learn about animal protection, environmental preservation, consumerism, media, social justice and the connections between these issues. Teachers in Greater Vancouver can attend for FREE courtesy of the Vancouver Humane Society and the Vancouver Foundation. Limited enrollment. Contact Lesley Fox at 604-266-9744 or Lesley@vancouverhumanesociety.bc.ca 27–AUGUST 8, China. Peace & Reconciliation Study Tour to China for Canadian Teachers. Supported by BC Social Studies Teachers’ Association. The Study Tour facilitates selected teachers to have better understanding of the cultural and historical background of China during the Asia-Pacific War (1931–1945) through meeting survivors and historians, as well as visiting museums and historical sites in several cities. Organizer covers all ground costs inside China while teachers basically need only to take care of their own international travel costs between Canada and China. Contact Thekla Lit at 604-436-3002, bcalpha@shaw.ca, alpha-canada.org/StudyTour.august 2006 14–16 Parksville. Achieving Excellence in Writing workshop designed for teachers from Grades 2 to 11. Teaches a comprehensive set of writing skills using blended structure and style. Register at 250-248-6434, or saugustyn@shaw.ca. 19–22 Vancouver. Brain Development and Learning: Making Sense of the Science. Inaugural meeting of a biennial international meeting to educate people working with young children about important findings in psychology and neuroscience. This year’s themes: Plasticity and Interventions. Sheraton Vancouver Wall Centre Hotel. Registration: www.interprofessional.ubc.ca or by phone 604-822-6156. 21–25 Parksville. The Teachability Factor (Level 1) with Dr. Gordon Neufeld. An introduction for a developmental approach to deeper understanding of the critical factor necessary for children to develop and learn. Teachers, special educators, counselors, school psychologists, youth and child care workers, school administrators, education assistants, parents are all welcome to attend. Info: web.mala.bc.ca/education/neufeld_workshop.htm 23 Vancouver. The Mineral Resources Education Program of BC presents Grade 5 Integrated Resource Unit on Mining workshop (a.m.) and the K–3 Kids and Rocks: Geology and Its Impact on Our World workshop (p.m.). Visit www.bcminerals.ca/files/teacher_resources/ 000033.php. For more information, contact Kevin Barclay at 604-681-4321 ext. 108 or barclay@mining.bc.ca. 24 Vancouver. The Mineral Resources Education Program of BC is presenting the Earth Science 11/Geology 12 Resources & Ideas workshop (a.m.) and Science of Mining workshop (p.m.) in downtown Vancouver. Visit www.bcminerals.ca/files/teacher_resources/000033.php. For more info, contact Kevin Barclay at 604-681-4321 ext. 108 or kbarclay@mining.bc.ca 24–25 Surrey. 10th Annual Literacy Conference, "The Literacy Continuum: Talk, Text, and Diversity," with Jeff Wilhelm, Faye Brownlie, Brenda Boylan, Linda OíReilly, Wanda Salewski & Gina Wong. Visit www.sfu.ca/literacycontinuum for session descriptions, schedule and registration or contact kwraight@sfu.ca for more info. 24–25 Surrey. BC Teachers for Peace and Global Education present "Living Values Education," a workshop for educators and caregivers of children, ages Preschool to Gr. 12, providing tools for integrating social responsibility across the curriculum. Info: www.livingvalues.net. Register: canada@livingvalues.net or phone Gudrun Howard, 604-517-1350. 28–September 2 Parksville. Challenging Childhood Problems (Level 2). For those who have previously attended Dr. Neufeld’s Level 1 presentation, or a combination of a variety of his presentations. Info: web.mala.bc.ca/education/neufeld_ workshop.htm OCTOBER 2006 5–6 Whitehorse, Yukon. Stikine Teachers’ Association Annual Fall Conference "Pathways to Literacy" at the Westmark. Presenters are Susan Augustyn and Faye Brownlie. Contact Monique Pharand, mpharand@sd87.bc.ca or Cathy Bouman, cbouman@sd87.bc.ca 19–21 Victoria. 45th Annual Northwest Mathematics Conference. Victoria Convention Centre www.bctf.ca/bcamt/nw2006. 19–21 Whistler. BC Business Education Conference 2006 presented by BC Business Education Association (BCBEA). "Quality Education for the Next Generation," TELUS Whistler Conference Centre. Door prizes, wine & cheese, 2010 Olympic site tours, and much more. Information at www.bcbea.ca. 20 Vancouver. Learning Assistance Teachers’ Association Conference. "Inclusionary Practices: Building a Community of Learners in our Classrooms" with Vianne Timmons, PhD, University of PEI. Contact Alan Peterson, fax 250-554-9358, or email lataconference@hotmail.com. 20 Prince Rupert. From the City of Rainbows--Educators Against Racism (EAR PSA). Venue to be announced. Sessions on teaching, practical workshops, and activities that are community focussed. Contact Louisa Sanchez at lsanchez@sd52.bc.ca or Carl Beach at carlhbeach@hotmail.com 20 Richmond. BC Association of Modern Language Teachers’ Conference "Opening your Parachute." Best Western Richmond Hotel & Convention Centre. Sally Rehorick, Cynthia Lewis, Wendy Maxwell, and many others will present sessions for French, Spanish, Japanese, Mandarin, German teachers at all levels. Special student rates. Conference & registration information: psas.bctf.ca/BCATML. 20–21 Port Moody. BCPTA Primary Leadership Conference, Heritage Woods Secondary School. Popular BC educators and classroom teachers will present motivational, practical & innovative sessions for new and experienced primary teachers. All conference details and registration information on the BCPTA web site: www.bctf.bc.ca/bcpta 20–21 Vancouver. BC Music Educators’ Association (BCMEA) Conference, Pulse 2006 will take place at Lord Byng Secondary School. Keynote speech by Jurgen Gothe, plus educational workshops, industry displays, and inspiring concerts. Visit pulse2006.ca or contact Scott MacLennan, smaclennan@vsb.bc.ca 20–21 Port Coquitlam. Computer Using Educators of BC (CUEBC) Conference, "Teaching to the Multiple Literacies" will take place at Lord Riverside Secondary School. Keynote speech by Alan November and Dr. Sharon Jeroski, plus workshops to assist educators from all curricular areas integrate technology into their classroom. Visit www.cuebc.ca/2006/ or contact James McConville, jmcconville@sd43.bc.ca.)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13754,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 1998 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 10, Number 4, Jan./Feb. 1998 Special Education Teachers Provide Professional Support by Antonia Huber, Helen Middleditch, Marilyn Miller, and Martha Ottesen Classroom teachers enroll students with significant academic, social, emotional, or intellectual needs. Yet many classroom teachers have no access to professional support from special education teachers. Special education teachers are specifically trained to provide essential services to students with special needs, 8-10% of the student population. Special education teachers assume a wide variety of professional responsibilities. They provide support to students and to classroom teachers in instruction, assessment, grading and reporting, IEP development, paraprofessional direction, communication/case management, and modifying and adapting curricula. They also provide in-service and serve as integral members of the school-based team. The education system needs staffing formulas for special education teachers. We need contract language that will require districts to provide for adequate professionally trained special education teachers to share responsibilities with, and provide professional support to, classroom teachers. At present, special education teachers are being "replaced" by teacher assistants. Unfortunately, this is a result of teacher recommendations to employ paraprofessionals. We teachers had not realized paraprofessionals would displace special education teachers. Reductions in staffing levels of special education teachers have diluted services to students and increased work for classroom teachers. In the absence of special education teachers, classroom teachers are expected to manage cases, write IEPs and reports, and adapt and modify curricula. Teachers are very concerned about the proliferation of paraprofessional employment across the province. The BCTF analysis of staffing and class-size issues, November 1996, cited a growth in paraprofessional employment of 173% over eight years, while in the same eight years, teacher employment remained static. The provincial average is one special education teacher to two paraprofessionals. These revealing statistics highlight the trend toward appointing paraprofessionals, rather than teachers trained in special education, to support classroom teachers who enroll students with the most serious and pervasive learning needs. Until staffing formulas can be embedded in contract, teachers must ensure that professional support is retained in all instances where professional skills and responsibilities are required. Service-delivery models have been developed that make effective use of professional skills. One model is the strategy of enrolling a small group of students in a specific classroom so that a special education teacher can co-teach with the classroom teacher and assume co-responsibility for the students' programs. Staffing for students with special needs is a complex issue. The level of teacher support appropriate to one category of students with special needs would not be appropriate to another. For example, in the Hearing Impaired category or in the Dependent category, it is appropriate to use portions of the funding available to provide paraprofessional support to perform such non-teaching services as feeding, dressing, toileting, or sign-language interpretation. On the other hand, in the Severe Learning Disabled category or in the Intellectually Impaired category, special education teachers, not paraprofessionals, should be assigned to provide instructional and academic support. Many people believe that the employment of paraprofessionals is a cost-effective approach. However, a closer look at the salary and benefit costs for teachers versus paraprofessionals reveals the following information. Provincially, in the 1995-96 school year, costs for special education teachers were $133,701,000, while costs for special education paraprofessionals were $118,098,000. The typical caseload for special education teachers is between 6 and 20. Paraprofessionals usually provide 1-to-1 service. The hiring of paraprofessionals, rather than teachers, based on a rationale of cost-effectiveness, is not necessarily justified. In addition, when unionized paraprofessionals work overtime for meetings or to perform other duties outside their contractual hours, they are paid additional wages. Teachers work as professionals and are expected to provide these aspects of service without extra compensation. In B.C. education, history tends to repeat itself. In the early 1980s, large numbers of non-enrolling teachers were laid off, with serious effects on service delivery to students and teachers. Such cuts in staffing are occurring now to special education teachers. A guarantee of staffing is essential in order to provide the level of service needed by classroom teachers. Let us be proactive in working to ensure the appropriate staffing of special education teachers in all schools. Antonia Huber, Helen Middleditch, Marilyn Miller, and Martha Ottesen are special education teachers and table officers for the Special Education Association. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/contacts.cfm?page=psac&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true,BCTF Contacts Home E-mail Lists Links A to Z Index Contact Us Help SITE SEARCH Quick Links BCTF formsBCTF NewsFrançaisLabour linksPensionsTeacher NewsmagazineTeaching resources For Teachers Aboriginal Education  Bargaining & Collective Agreements  Français  Health & Safety  New Teachers  Opportunities for Members  Pensions Professional Development  Professional Rights & Responsibility  Provincial Specialist Associations  Salary & Benefits  Teachers Teaching On Call  Teaching Resources  For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > PSAs > PSA Presidents Provincial Specialist Association Presidents Last updated December 12, 2013 Sort by PSA name. 41 BC Art Teachers' Association (BCATA) bcata.ca   Eileen Ryan Clayton Heights Secondary 7003 188th Street Surrey, BC  V4N 3G6 604-576-4138 f: 604-576-4793 psac41@bctf.ca 42 BC Business Education Association (BCBEA) www.bcbea.ca   Harmale Sangha Tamanawis Secondary 12600 66th Avenue Surrey, BC  V3W 2A8 604-597-5234 f: 604-597-4450 psac42@bctf.ca 44 BC School Counsellors' Association (BCSCA) www.bctf.ca/bcsca   Ren Morley Dr FD Sinclair Elementary 7480 128th Street Surrey, BC  V3W 4E5 604-596-1537 f: 604-596-8271 psac44@bctf.ca 45 Association Provinciale des Professeurs de l'Immersion et du Programme-Francophone BC (APPIPC) www.appipc.ca   Sophie Bergeron Winslow Centre, SD#43 1100B Winslow Avenue Coquitlam, BC  V3J 2G3 604-937-6392 f: 604-936-6129 psac45@bctf.ca 46 BC Teachers of English Language Arts (BCTELA) www.bctela.ca/   Celia Brogan (interim) Quilchena Elementary 5300 Maple Street Vancouver, BC  V6M 3T6 604-713-4996 f: 604-713-5422 psac46@bctf.ca 47 Teachers of Home Economics Specialist Association (THESA) www.bctf.ca/thesa   Paula Aquino G.W. Graham Middle Secondary 45955 Thomas Road Chilliwack, BC  V2B 0B5 604-847-0772 f: 604-824-0711 psac47@bctf.ca 48 Provincial Intermediate Teachers' Association (PITA) www.pita.ca   Elaine Jaltema Chaffey-Burke Elementary 4404 Sardis Street Burnaby, BC  V5H 1K7 604-664-8652 psac48@bctf.ca 49 BC Teacher-Librarians' Association (BCTLA) www.bctf.ca/bctla   Heather Daly Moody Elementary 2717 St Johns Street Port Moody, BC  V3H 2B8 604-937-6380 psac49@bctf.ca 50 BC Association of Mathematics Teachers (BCAMT) www.bcamt.ca   Ron Coleborn Schou Education Center 4041 Canada Way Burnaby, BC  V5G 1G6 604-531-3170 f: 604-664-8382 psac50@bctf.ca 51 BC Association of Teachers of Modern Languages (BCATML) www.bcatml.org   Rome Lavrencic New Westminster Secondary 835 Eighth Street New Westminster, BC  V3M 3S9 604-517-6220 f: 604-517-6204 psac51@bctf.ca 52 BC Music Educators' Association (BCMEA) www.bctf.ca/bcmea   Jeff Weaver Oak Bay Secondary 2151 Cranmore Road Victoria, BC  V8R 1Z2 250-598-3361 f: 250-598-0710 psac52@bctf.ca 53 Learning Assistance Teachers' Association (LATA) www.bctf.ca/lata   Gail Bailey Glenrosa Middle School 3565 McIver Road West Kelowna, BC  V4T 1H8 250-870-5000 (ext. 6936) f: 250-870-5076 psac53@bctf.ca 54 Physical Education--British Columbia (PE-BC) www.bctf.ca/pebc   Sue MacDonald Centre for Learning Alternatives 3400 Westwood Drive Prince George, BC  V2N 1S1 250-561-5851 f: 250-563-5487 psac54@bctf.ca 55 BC Primary Teachers' Association (BCPTA) www.bcpta.ca   Janine Fraser Boundary District Teachers' Association Box 634, 1815D Central Avenue Grand Forks, BC  V0H 1H0 250-446-2724 f: 250-446-2623 psac55@bctf.ca 57 BC Science Teachers' Association (BCScTA) bcscta.ca   Grahame Rainey Ashcroft Secondary PO Box 669 Ashcroft, BC  V0K 1A0 250-453-9144 f: 250-453-2368 psac57@bctf.ca 58 BC Technology Education Association (BCTEA) www.bctf.ca/bctea   Martin Lim (interim) Fraser Heights Secondary 16060 108th Avenue Surrey, BC  V4N 1M1 604-587-4812 f: 604-582-9268 psac58@bctf.ca 59 BC Social Studies Teachers' Association (BCSSTA) www.bcssta.ca   Dale Martelli Vancouver Technical Secondary 2600 East Broadway Vancouver, BC  V5M 1Y5 604-713-8215 psac59@bctf.ca 60 Special Education Association (SEA) www.seaofbc.ca   BJ Foulds Prince George Secondary 2901 Griffiths Avenue Prince George, BC  V2K 5N3 250-562-6441 f: 250-564-4085 psac60@bctf.ca 62 Association of BC Drama Educators (ABCDE) www.bcdramateachers.com   Lana O'Brien WL Seaton Secondary 2701 41st Avenue Vernon, BC  V1T 6X3 250-542-3361 f: 250-542-6076 psac62@bctf.ca 63 Association for Educators of Gifted, Talented, and Creative Children in BC (AEGTCCBC) adultedpsa.org/   Shera Olson-Niewenhuizen Sorrento Elementary Box 220 Sorrento, BC  V0E 2W0 250-804-3781 f: 250-675-3374 psac63@bctf.ca 64 BC Educators for Distributed Learning PSA (BCEDLPSA) bcedl.ca   David Comrie Kamloops Open Online Learning 730 12th Street Kamloops, BC  V2B 3C1 250-376-5663 f: 250-377-2257 psac64@bctf.ca 65 Computer-Using Educators of BC (CUEBC) www.cuebc.ca   Mike Silverton Cilaire Elementary 25 Cilaire Drive Nanaimo, BC  V9S 3C9 250-758-7941 f: 250-751-8840 psac65@bctf.ca 66 Environmental Educators' PSA (EEPSA) www.bctf.ca/eepsa   Selina Metcalfe Surrey School District Simon Fraser University psac66@bctf.ca 67 BC Rural and Small Schools Teachers' Association (BCRSSTA) www.bcruralteachers.org   Virginia Ivey Pinantan Elementary School General Delivery Pinantan Lake, BC  V0E 3E0 250-377-2233 f: 250-573-3976 psac67@bctf.ca 68 BC Teachers for Peace and Global Education (PAGE) www.pagebc.ca   Greg Van Vugt Fraser Heights Secondary 16060 108th Avenue Surrey, BC  V4N 1M1 604-582-9231 f: 604-582-9268 psac68@bctf.ca 69 English as a Second Language PSA (ESLPSA) ellpsa.ca   Marc Tremblay Hollyburn Elementary 1329 Duchess Avenue West Vancouver, BC  V7T 1H5 604-782-1227 f: 604-981-1221 psac69@bctf.ca 70 BC Alternate Education Association (BCAEA) www.bctf.ca/bcaea   Mike Shaw Westside Ed Student Support Team 3770 Elliot Road Westbank, BC  V4T 1P7 250-768-3253 f: 250-768-0419 psac70@bctf.ca 71 Aboriginal Education Association (AEA) aboriginaled.blogspot.ca   Meredith Rusk Salmon Arm West Elementary 4750 10th Avenue SW Salmon Arm, BC  V1E 3B5 250-832-3862 f: 250-833-1126 psac71@bctf.ca 72 BC Co-operative Learning PSA (BCCLPSA) www.bctf.ca/bccla   Mike Galliford Maple Creek Middle School 3700 Hastings Street Port Coquitlam, BC  V3B 5K7 604-464-8581 f: 604-461-7832 psac72@bctf.ca 73 BC Dance Educators' Association (BCDEA) www.bctf.ca/bcdea   Kim Wolski Langley Fine Arts School 9096 Trattle Street Fort Langley, BC  V1M 2S6 604-888-3113 f: 604-888-3578 psac73@bctf.ca 75 BC Culinary Arts Specialist Association (BCCASA) www.bctf.ca/bccasa   Eric MacNeill Dover Bay Secondary School 6135 McGirr Road Nanaimo, BC  V9V 1M1 250-751-3409 f: 250-751-3405 psac75@bctf.ca 76 Educators Against Racism (EAR)   John Peterson Lucas Centre 2132 Hamilton Avenue North Vancouver, BC  V7P 2M3 604-903-4661 psac76@bctf.ca PSA Council Steering and Agenda Committee Chairperson Mike Silverton Cilaire Elementary 25 Cilaire Drive Nanaimo, BC V9S 3C9 250-758-7941 f: 250-751-8840 msilverton@sd68.bc.ca David Comrie Kamloops Open Online Learning 730 12th Street Kamloops, BC V2B 3C1 250-376-5663 f: 250-377-2257 dcomriel@sd73.bc.ca Mike Galliford Maple Creek Middle School 3700 Hastings Street Port Coquitlam, BC V3B 5K7 604-464-8581 f: 604-461-7832 mgalliford@sd43.bc.ca About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy Close Window Print Page   Provincial Specialist Association Presidents Last updated December 12, 2013 Sort by PSA name. 41 BC Art Teachers' Association (BCATA) bcata.ca   Eileen Ryan Clayton Heights Secondary 7003 188th Street Surrey, BC  V4N 3G6 604-576-4138 f: 604-576-4793 psac41@bctf.ca 42 BC Business Education Association (BCBEA) www.bcbea.ca   Harmale Sangha Tamanawis Secondary 12600 66th Avenue Surrey, BC  V3W 2A8 604-597-5234 f: 604-597-4450 psac42@bctf.ca 44 BC School Counsellors' Association (BCSCA) www.bctf.ca/bcsca   Ren Morley Dr FD Sinclair Elementary 7480 128th Street Surrey, BC  V3W 4E5 604-596-1537 f: 604-596-8271 psac44@bctf.ca 45 Association Provinciale des Professeurs de l'Immersion et du Programme-Francophone BC (APPIPC) www.appipc.ca   Sophie Bergeron Winslow Centre, SD#43 1100B Winslow Avenue Coquitlam, BC  V3J 2G3 604-937-6392 f: 604-936-6129 psac45@bctf.ca 46 BC Teachers of English Language Arts (BCTELA) www.bctela.ca/   Celia Brogan (interim) Quilchena Elementary 5300 Maple Street Vancouver, BC  V6M 3T6 604-713-4996 f: 604-713-5422 psac46@bctf.ca 47 Teachers of Home Economics Specialist Association (THESA) www.bctf.ca/thesa   Paula Aquino G.W. Graham Middle Secondary 45955 Thomas Road Chilliwack, BC  V2B 0B5 604-847-0772 f: 604-824-0711 psac47@bctf.ca 48 Provincial Intermediate Teachers' Association (PITA) www.pita.ca   Elaine Jaltema Chaffey-Burke Elementary 4404 Sardis Street Burnaby, BC  V5H 1K7 604-664-8652 psac48@bctf.ca 49 BC Teacher-Librarians' Association (BCTLA) www.bctf.ca/bctla   Heather Daly Moody Elementary 2717 St Johns Street Port Moody, BC  V3H 2B8 604-937-6380 psac49@bctf.ca 50 BC Association of Mathematics Teachers (BCAMT) www.bcamt.ca   Ron Coleborn Schou Education Center 4041 Canada Way Burnaby, BC  V5G 1G6 604-531-3170 f: 604-664-8382 psac50@bctf.ca 51 BC Association of Teachers of Modern Languages (BCATML) www.bcatml.org   Rome Lavrencic New Westminster Secondary 835 Eighth Street New Westminster, BC  V3M 3S9 604-517-6220 f: 604-517-6204 psac51@bctf.ca 52 BC Music Educators' Association (BCMEA) www.bctf.ca/bcmea   Jeff Weaver Oak Bay Secondary 2151 Cranmore Road Victoria, BC  V8R 1Z2 250-598-3361 f: 250-598-0710 psac52@bctf.ca 53 Learning Assistance Teachers' Association (LATA) www.bctf.ca/lata   Gail Bailey Glenrosa Middle School 3565 McIver Road West Kelowna, BC  V4T 1H8 250-870-5000 (ext. 6936) f: 250-870-5076 psac53@bctf.ca 54 Physical Education--British Columbia (PE-BC) www.bctf.ca/pebc   Sue MacDonald Centre for Learning Alternatives 3400 Westwood Drive Prince George, BC  V2N 1S1 250-561-5851 f: 250-563-5487 psac54@bctf.ca 55 BC Primary Teachers' Association (BCPTA) www.bcpta.ca   Janine Fraser Boundary District Teachers' Association Box 634, 1815D Central Avenue Grand Forks, BC  V0H 1H0 250-446-2724 f: 250-446-2623 psac55@bctf.ca 57 BC Science Teachers' Association (BCScTA) bcscta.ca   Grahame Rainey Ashcroft Secondary PO Box 669 Ashcroft, BC  V0K 1A0 250-453-9144 f: 250-453-2368 psac57@bctf.ca 58 BC Technology Education Association (BCTEA) www.bctf.ca/bctea   Martin Lim (interim) Fraser Heights Secondary 16060 108th Avenue Surrey, BC  V4N 1M1 604-587-4812 f: 604-582-9268 psac58@bctf.ca 59 BC Social Studies Teachers' Association (BCSSTA) www.bcssta.ca   Dale Martelli Vancouver Technical Secondary 2600 East Broadway Vancouver, BC  V5M 1Y5 604-713-8215 psac59@bctf.ca 60 Special Education Association (SEA) www.seaofbc.ca   BJ Foulds Prince George Secondary 2901 Griffiths Avenue Prince George, BC  V2K 5N3 250-562-6441 f: 250-564-4085 psac60@bctf.ca 62 Association of BC Drama Educators (ABCDE) www.bcdramateachers.com   Lana O'Brien WL Seaton Secondary 2701 41st Avenue Vernon, BC  V1T 6X3 250-542-3361 f: 250-542-6076 psac62@bctf.ca 63 Association for Educators of Gifted, Talented, and Creative Children in BC (AEGTCCBC) adultedpsa.org/   Shera Olson-Niewenhuizen Sorrento Elementary Box 220 Sorrento, BC  V0E 2W0 250-804-3781 f: 250-675-3374 psac63@bctf.ca 64 BC Educators for Distributed Learning PSA (BCEDLPSA) bcedl.ca   David Comrie Kamloops Open Online Learning 730 12th Street Kamloops, BC  V2B 3C1 250-376-5663 f: 250-377-2257 psac64@bctf.ca 65 Computer-Using Educators of BC (CUEBC) www.cuebc.ca   Mike Silverton Cilaire Elementary 25 Cilaire Drive Nanaimo, BC  V9S 3C9 250-758-7941 f: 250-751-8840 psac65@bctf.ca 66 Environmental Educators' PSA (EEPSA) www.bctf.ca/eepsa   Selina Metcalfe Surrey School District Simon Fraser University psac66@bctf.ca 67 BC Rural and Small Schools Teachers' Association (BCRSSTA) www.bcruralteachers.org   Virginia Ivey Pinantan Elementary School General Delivery Pinantan Lake, BC  V0E 3E0 250-377-2233 f: 250-573-3976 psac67@bctf.ca 68 BC Teachers for Peace and Global Education (PAGE) www.pagebc.ca   Greg Van Vugt Fraser Heights Secondary 16060 108th Avenue Surrey, BC  V4N 1M1 604-582-9231 f: 604-582-9268 psac68@bctf.ca 69 English as a Second Language PSA (ESLPSA) ellpsa.ca   Marc Tremblay Hollyburn Elementary 1329 Duchess Avenue West Vancouver, BC  V7T 1H5 604-782-1227 f: 604-981-1221 psac69@bctf.ca 70 BC Alternate Education Association (BCAEA) www.bctf.ca/bcaea   Mike Shaw Westside Ed Student Support Team 3770 Elliot Road Westbank, BC  V4T 1P7 250-768-3253 f: 250-768-0419 psac70@bctf.ca 71 Aboriginal Education Association (AEA) aboriginaled.blogspot.ca   Meredith Rusk Salmon Arm West Elementary 4750 10th Avenue SW Salmon Arm, BC  V1E 3B5 250-832-3862 f: 250-833-1126 psac71@bctf.ca 72 BC Co-operative Learning PSA (BCCLPSA) www.bctf.ca/bccla   Mike Galliford Maple Creek Middle School 3700 Hastings Street Port Coquitlam, BC  V3B 5K7 604-464-8581 f: 604-461-7832 psac72@bctf.ca 73 BC Dance Educators' Association (BCDEA) www.bctf.ca/bcdea   Kim Wolski Langley Fine Arts School 9096 Trattle Street Fort Langley, BC  V1M 2S6 604-888-3113 f: 604-888-3578 psac73@bctf.ca 75 BC Culinary Arts Specialist Association (BCCASA) www.bctf.ca/bccasa   Eric MacNeill Dover Bay Secondary School 6135 McGirr Road Nanaimo, BC  V9V 1M1 250-751-3409 f: 250-751-3405 psac75@bctf.ca 76 Educators Against Racism (EAR)   John Peterson Lucas Centre 2132 Hamilton Avenue North Vancouver, BC  V7P 2M3 604-903-4661 psac76@bctf.ca PSA Council Steering and Agenda Committee Chairperson Mike Silverton Cilaire Elementary 25 Cilaire Drive Nanaimo, BC V9S 3C9 250-758-7941 f: 250-751-8840 msilverton@sd68.bc.ca David Comrie Kamloops Open Online Learning 730 12th Street Kamloops, BC V2B 3C1 250-376-5663 f: 250-377-2257 dcomriel@sd73.bc.ca Mike Galliford Maple Creek Middle School 3700 Hastings Street Port Coquitlam, BC V3B 5K7 604-464-8581 f: 604-461-7832 mgalliford@sd43.bc.ca)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13166,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 1999 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 11, Number 6, April 1999 Laughter does more than crack you up by Karen Kilbride The Surrey Wellness initiative is no laughing matter, but laughter and fun are a definite and planned part of the program. David Granirer, a professional counsellor and comedian, was the presenter at a recent Wellness Site Reps meeting for Surrey School Board employees. He delivered his serious message about preventing workplace burnout and stress-related illnesses in a most fun way, with stand-up comedy, rubber chickens, balloons, prizes and candy, and “barrels of laughter.” Medical science has proven that laughter in the workplace is good for productivity and workers’ health. The old adage “No pain, no gain” is not true. Laughter is not a distraction from getting the real work done but is a happy, healthy way to increase workers’ wellness, satisfaction, and productivity. Schools need healthy staff members to meet the demands of students, technology, and curriculum. Happy schools are places where teachers, students, and parents want to be. Laughter helps create the comfortable environment essential for students to learn and for teachers to do their best teaching. Laughter: • burns off calories • relaxes your muscles • lowers your blood pressure • oxygenates your body, thereby boosting your energy level • stimulates the release of endorphins, your body’s natural pain-killers • works out your cardiovascular, respiratory, and all other major internal systems • stimulates your immune system, offsetting the immunosuppressive effects of stress. Why do we all enjoy Fridays at school? We enjoy the prospect of a relaxing weekend, but we also give ourselves permission to relax and enjoy more fun social interactions in our class and in the staffroom. How many school staffs plan to hold their special luncheons, staff birthday cakes, and student recognition assemblies on Fridays? How many classroom teachers tell their students that they must wait for Friday to play their favourite math game, to earn that extra period in the gym, or to go outside for art? Why don’t we choose to enjoy these activities on Monday or Tuesday or Wednesday or Thursday? Lightening up is a personal choice. David Granirer believes that it is important to connect with the laughing, joyful part of ourselves. We can choose our behaviour and our thinking, and thereby manage what we experience in our bodies. Laughter is like any other new skill, the more you practise, the more natural it becomes. Research also says that faked laughter is just as good for the body as the real thing. Your head can tell the difference, but your body cannot. So on those tougher days when you normally wouldn’t choose to laugh, try using humour in your teaching repertoire and see if your tension headache is fooled into disappearing. The Surrey Wellness Project is funded by the Surrey School Board and all employee groups. Each work site has a wellness rep, and training sessions are held two or three times a year. Schools are encouraged to promote wellness as a professional development activity and to include all staff in wellness activities. Karen Kilbride teaches at Kennedy Trail Elementary School, and is a member of the Surrey District Wellness Committee. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/02/bcs-learning-incentives-fund-1-minute.html?showComment=1328733176007,Staffroom Confidential: BC's Learning Improvement Fund - 1 minute per student per day Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Wednesday, February 8, 2012 BC's Learning Improvement Fund - 1 minute per student per day The BC Ministry of Education has announced its "Learning Improvement Fund" via radio ads. Rather than put class sizes and class composition limits back into contract, and rather than reinstate teachers' ability to bargain working conditions, the government is setting up a fund to provide a paltry sum of additional money to supposedly address learning challenges. (And as an aside, it's not clear if it really is any additional money...the budget announcement for next year's funding is actually a 3% cut. It might just be re-purposing of money meaning cuts elsewhere.) When class size and composition limits were removed in 2002, the government took $275 million per year from education budgets. How much is the Learning Improvement Fund? $30 million next year. $65 million the year after, and $75 million the year after that. With 550,000 public school students in BC, what does this "improvement" look like? 27 cents per student per day, in year one. For a whole class of thirty students, this is just over $8. That would buy about half an hour of an educational assistant time, to serve all 30 students. That works out to 1 minute per student per day. In year two, two minutes a day. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 9:33 AM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 6 comments: Wendy TurnerFebruary 8, 2012 at 12:32 PM This is not compensation for the support they've (Liberal govt.) taken from students and teachers in the classroom. It's a slap in the face! Wendy TurnerReplyDelete James SanyshynFebruary 8, 2012 at 1:15 PM insulting, inadequate, ill-informed...... time to change government and get this fixed!ReplyDelete AnonymousFebruary 8, 2012 at 7:22 PM Hi Tara, Sorry to leave an unrelated comment, but I couldn’t find any contact info for you. I’m wondering if you’d be interested in a guest post. Please drop me an e-mail at garciaanthony39 at gmail dot com. Thanks! AnthonyReplyDelete Dale MorrisonFebruary 13, 2012 at 9:18 AM And on top of everything else how much has it cost the government to actually have these messages broadcast? More $$ wasted. Dale MorrisonReplyDelete Bob WilsonFebruary 13, 2012 at 10:50 AM Hi Tara, I just looked at the budget projection for SD 6 (Rocky Mountain). If enrollment stays constant, about 3300 students, the district will receive about $460K less in funding. If distribution of the $22.5 million COF next year (what's left after CUPE get $7.5 million as part of their settlement) is based on a per student amount, RMSD stands to gain between $113K to $127K, depending on whether private schools are included in the COF legislation. The legislated settlement proposed to remedy Bill 27 and 28 is not enough to offset a decade of cuts. It is not even enough to cover the coming year’s cuts.ReplyDelete BCMommyMarch 7, 2012 at 7:16 PM And so great that the first year's $30 million probably came from what they saved in paying us for the past three days we were on strike! Once again, we teachers are paying out of pocket for what they call 'improvements.' I bet Christy Clark is laughing her butt off at us all. She probably planned it to come to this all along. Teachers strike and pay the first year of a plan that they hope makes the government look good. Awesome. Claire SD 34ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ▼  February (11) BC Teachers' Day of Action: It's about priorities.... Rally to support teachers for a fair deal On a legislated contract and parents who care - on... Will the BC government agree to mediation to resol... Confusing differentiation with adverse discriminat... Are BC workers getting wage increases? Are Principals friends of public education? Negotiate, don't legislate BC's Learning Improvement Fund - 1 minute per stud... Go east, young teacher Kevin Falcon speaks the Liberal truth - serve the ... ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=20210,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 3, November/December 2009  Teachers’ Pension Plan As indicated in the last issue of Teacher, the Teachers’ Pension Board of Trustees is responsible for all aspects of the Teachers’ Pension Plan. They operate under the rules of a Joint Trust Agreement and are governed by several different pieces of legislation including the Income Tax Act, the Pension Benefits Standards Act and the Public Sector Pension Plans Act. There are 10 appointed trustees on the board. Five are appointed by the provincial government (known as the plan-employer partner) and five by the BCTF (the plan-member partner). The trustees are bound by law to act in the best interest of the plan members, both in the investment and administration of the pension. Imagine having to shoulder the burden of responsibility for ensuring a lifetime pension for the 86,000 members of the plan! Those 86,000 members include teachers, principals, vice-principals, superintendents, and retirees, all of whom are counting on the board to make wise decisions on their behalf. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=14132,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > March 1997 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 9, Number 5, March 1997 Political lessons by Phyllis Schwartz and Susan Walker Twelve teachers from B.C. attended the inaugural session of the Teachers' Institute on Canadian Parliamentary Democracy held in Ottawa November 5-9, 1996. Hosted by the Honourable Gilbert Parent, Speaker of the House of Commons, a former teacher, the institute brought together 70 Canadian teachers, from every region of the country. "Bringing educators into direct contact with our democratic institutions, we will bring Parliament closer to Canadians." Participating teachers met the parliamentary librarian, heard Speaker Parent in the House of Commons, participated in an orientation with the deputy principal clerk of the Commons, toured Parliament Hill, witnessed Question Period, and sat in on Senate and Commons standing committee meetings. Projects that may be taken into classrooms across Canada, are expected to be completed during 1997 by inter-provincial teams of teachers. Susan Walker teaches at Maple Ridge Senior Secondary School, Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows. Back in my classroom at Lord Byng Secondary School, Vancouver, inspired to bring students closer to the government process, I shaped teaching activities with information I'd gleaned from activities and teacher development sessions. What follows are two study activities that can be duplicated in any Canadian classroom. Find the clip A brief lesson on the role of media in reporting about government. To explore the process of manufacturing news about the business of government, students assume the role of reporters in the press gallery during Question Period in the following assignment. I down-loaded from the Internet the text of Question Period [06 November 96] and asked students to read the text as if they are a journalist seeking the most newsworthy clip for a story. After making their selection, students compared, and explained, their decisions. After discussion about sound bytes, colourful moments in Parliament, and events that may be the seeds of future newsmaking events, students were organized into four newsroom teams to write a story for the evening news. To extend this, I watched both provincial and federal Hansards and identified 10 topics that may directly affect student lives and gave the class a list of topics on which they could vote. In our case, students decided that they wanted to study photo radar. I downloaded Hansard excerpts of the provincial legislature debates and Question Period discussion on the topic with which students could begin their research. Working as teams of journalists, students used the documents as the basis for a news story on photo radar. They also pursued additional sources for background material on photo radar as would a team of journalists. In addition, they were encouraged to interview the public officials and work their findings into their story. Reading the media to find the truth December 13 was the CBC/ Much Music media launch of the Department of Canadian Heritage's Stop Racism National Video Competition targeted to further youth's understanding of racism. Students at Lord Byng Secondary, one of the high schools in MP Hedy Fry's Vancouver Centre Riding, was selected as the site for this video launch. This event, important in its own right, became a laboratory for students to examine the role of the media in a politician's work. Students prepared for the event by researching the history of the International Day for the Elimination of Racism, talking to fellow students who were participating in CBC interviews that would be used for the national advertising campaign, and reviewing the script of the event that they would attend. Following the event, students: wrote brief news stories of the event, compared them with their classmates' news stories, discussed the disparities, and wrote a composite news story. analyzed both the television and the newspaper cover-age of the event, compared it with their perceptions of the event, and speculated on why the stories emerged in that form. invited MP Hedy Fry (secretary of state, multiculturalism, status of women) to come to their classroom for further discussion about racism, immigration policy, and how she works with the media. "Students respond skeptically and at times cynically when suggestions are made that they participate in the government process. They often feel that their young voice is ignored by politicians and political staff who operate in a world that listens to select opinions. Some of these perceptions are shaped by the media's presenting stories about good guys and bad guys. In her talk with students, Fry advised students to get involved in politics because party policy-makers do listen to the youth caucus. In bringing the institute back to my classroom, I see the importance of teaching students strategies for both understanding the media's process of manufacturing stories and getting the attention of those who govern. More information about this institute and its follow-up activities is available from either Dianne Brydon, Public Information Office, Ottawa (613) 996-0238, or Ed Harrison, (250) 635-3459, or F: (250) 635-3490). Phyllis Schwartz teaches at Lord Byng Secondary School, Vancouver. Web sites The Teachers' Institute Web site, with complete information, contacts for practical classroom use, and e-mail links to participants: http://infoweb.magi.com/~pmacleod/ Federal Government Hansard: http://www.parl.gc.ca/ and the Provincial Government (B.C.) Hansard: http//www.legis.gov.bc.ca/hansard/ Canadian Institute of Parliamentary Democracy: http://infoweb.magi.com/~pmacleod/ Infocan: http://www.infocan.gc.ca/ Parliament: http://www.par.gc.ca/ Canadian Parliamentary Review: http://magi.com/~infoparl Government of Canada: http//www.canada.gc.ca/ Government of British Columbia: http://www.gov.bc.ca Legislative Assembly of British Columbia: http://legis.gov.bc.ca/ B.C. Hansard: http://www.legis.gov.bc.ca/hansard/ CPAC on line: http://www.cpac.ca/ Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=22400,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 23, Number 5, March 2011   The Canada Pension Plan is changing By Rob Taylor  Starting this month, a series of changes go into effect in the Canada Pension Plan (CPP), which affect present retirees who are under the age of 60 and all future retirees. The changes are gradual and if you are already in receipt of a CPP retirement pension then you will not be affected. The normal age for receiving a CPP retirement pension is 65. However, you may start your pension as early as age 60, or delay it until age 70. There is a 0.5% per month penalty for receiving it before age 65 and a 0.5% per month bonus if you start after age 65. Therefore if you take a CPP retirement pension at age 60, your pension is reduced by 30% permanently. Under the present rules, there must be a work interruption for a period of two months before you can begin your CPP retirement pension, and if you continue to work then you cease making CPP contributions. Under the new regulations, beginning on January 1, 2012, the 30% reduction will gradually increase from 0.5% per month to 0.6% per month. By 2016, the full reduction will be 36%. On the flip side, if you continue to work after age 65 and don’t collect your CPP retirement pension, the rate will gradually increase to 0.7% per month for a total of 42% by age 70. At the same time, there is no requirement to substantially reduce your work in order to be eligible to start your CPP pension. You may continue to work, and as long as you are working you will be making CPP contributions and your CPP benefit will continue to record those accruals. This is significant, because unlike our Teachers’ Pension Plan, which uses a 5-year highest average salary to calculate your pension, CPP uses a lifetime eligibility average. Your CPP retirement pension is based on the number of years from age 18 to work secession that you were eligible to contribute divided into the number of years you actually did contribute. So, if you elected to collect CPP at age 60, your earning years would be divided by 42 (the difference between age 60 and age 18. From that, the lowest 15% of your earning years would be dropped, or approximately 6.3 years. Under the new rules that provision will rise to 17% by 2014, or 7.14 years. As well, there is a childrearing dropout for years of low or no earnings while caring for dependent children under the age of seven. These changes are to ensure the continued financial stability of the Canada Pension Plan and to recognize that some Canadians would prefer to work past their normal retirement dates. – Rob Taylor Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20140924,www.theglobeandmail.com,http://www.theglobeandmail.com/template/search/livesuggest.jsp?news=10&stocks=5&keywords=0&authors=3&sections=0&showHidden=false&q=,View more results)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141007,www.reddit.com,http://www.reddit.com/user/Mrthatoneguy,overview for Mrthatoneguy jump to content my subreddits announcementsArtAskRedditaskscienceawwblogbookscreepydataisbeautifulDIYDocumentariesEarthPornexplainlikeimfiveFitnessfoodfunnyFuturologygadgetsgamingGetMotivatedgifshistoryIAmAInternetIsBeautifulJokesLifeProTipslistentothismildlyinterestingmoviesMusicnewsnosleepnottheonionOldSchoolCoolpersonalfinancephilosophyphotoshopbattlespicsscienceShowerthoughtsspacesportstelevisiontifutodayilearnedTwoXChromosomesUpliftingNewsvideosworldnewsWritingPromptsedit subscriptions front -all -random |  philosophy -videos -OldSchoolCool -space -Jokes -EarthPorn -mildlyinteresting -GetMotivated -personalfinance -listentothis -television -Art -tifu -Music -science -IAmA -creepy -movies -gaming -funny -explainlikeimfive -photoshopbattles -food -todayilearned -Fitness -news -nottheonion -Futurology -nosleep -history -worldnews -UpliftingNews -WritingPrompts -AskReddit -DIY -books -Showerthoughts -LifeProTips -sports -InternetIsBeautiful -aww -Documentaries -dataisbeautiful -gifs -gadgets -pics -TwoXChromosomes -asksciencemore » reddit.com Mrthatoneguy overview comments submitted gilded want to join? login or register in seconds| English Mrthatoneguy8,854 link karma 1,072 comment karma send messageredditor for 3 years what's this? TROPHY CASE Two-Year Club Team Periwinkle Verified Email remember mereset password login daily reddit gold goal 41% help support reddit reddit gold gives you extra features and helps keep our servers running. We believe the more reddit can be user-supported, the freer we will be to make reddit the best it can be. Buy gold for yourself to gain access to extra features and special benefits. A month of gold pays for 231.26 minutes of reddit server time! Give gold to thank exemplary people and encourage them to post more. This daily goal updates every 10 minutes and is reset at midnight Pacific Time (14 hours, 33 minutes from now). Yesterday's reddit gold goal 94% reddit is a platform for internet communities where your votes shape what the world is talking about.learn more › sorted by: new hotnewtopcontroversial So long, and thanks for all the fish First edition, found it today at used book store by Mrthatoneguyin douglasadams [–]Mrthatoneguy[S] 1 point2 points3 points 6 months ago (0 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on The store I got it from, the owners are major book collectors and I was talking to them about it. It's written in the front cover, and I trust their opinion. Also internet searches to confirm and it matches the descriptions I've found. permalink context full comments (4) High and Low: by GokuMotoin harrypotter [–]Mrthatoneguy 1 point2 points3 points 6 months ago (0 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on The Laramie Project. And yeah its great! So far I have first edition So Long, and Thanks For All The Fish and a first edition signed copy of Tigana. The owners are major book collectors but can't afford to keep the business running sadly. permalink context full comments (9) High and Low: by GokuMotoin harrypotter [–]Mrthatoneguy 2 points3 points4 points 6 months ago (0 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on High: The play I'm in is going really well and we open in three weeks, and I've finished all of my essays. Low: The local used book store in town is closing (but the up to the down is 50% off all books.) permalink context full comments (9) What would you change if you were to remake the movies? by RobbieNewtonin harrypotter [–]Mrthatoneguy 6 points7 points8 points 6 months ago* (0 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on Don't even get me started. I have so many things, I'll start with my biggest problem. The entire fucking Goblet of Fire movie. There is so much missing stuff that immediately fucking hate that movie. A. Ludo Bagman. I would add Ludo Bagman and the side story with the twins. B. Winky and Dobby. I would have loved it so much better if the two house elves were in it. C. Attached to the Winky and Dobby thing, the kitchens and spew. D. Another big thing with Winky, was Crouch. I think that the whole back story with Crouch and his son, breaking him out of prison, Winky having to take care of Crouch jr. was such a big thing that should not have taken out of the movie. Also Crouch Jr. taking Harrys wand at the World Cup` E. Rita Skeeter as an unregistered animagus. F. Charlie Weasley. They only mention him what? Once in the entire movie series? G. The sphinx scene, that was one I was looking forward to, even if it was 30 seconds. It was like in the hobbit, the scene I anticipated the most was Beorn, but he was nothing like in the book. H. Them not having minster box seats. I. Dumbledore screaming instead of saying "Did you put your name in the Goblet of Fire." calmly. J. Pig. (its a little thing, goes to PoA and other movies too I guess). In Prisoner of Azkaban the sound the magic makes always bothered me. Also in PoA how Harry never found out the Moony Wormtail Padfoot and Prongs were Lupin, Peter, Sirius, James. Completely agreeing with what OP said. In HPB, the beginning scene with Sirius' will, I would have liked that. Also more of Voldemort memories. Also apparition classes, and Snape as DADA teacher. In DH, the Dudley redemption scene, why wasn't it added to the final cut. Harry's birthday present scene would have been nice. Another being, what someone else said, how Harry didn't fix his phoenix wand. Pissed me off. I also totally would have added Teddy Lupin. And finally, how Ron was fat in 19 years later. He is a fucking Auror, I don't think he would get that noticeably fat. Also Peeves. Goddammit so many things wrong, for the love of fucking god there was so much magic outside school. On an opposite note, I absolutely loved the Deathly Hallows Tale of Three Brothers scene. I feel very passionate about the subject, sorry. I could go on. Edit: Spelling Edit 2: and the characterization of some of the characters. And Harry's hair of course. permalink context full comments (126) Voldemort, a Dementor, and a person by Mrthatoneguyin harrypotter [–]Mrthatoneguy[S] 0 points1 point2 points 6 months ago (0 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on Then the suitable person as so mention would have a strong connection with him? Quirrell was a different story, he actually grafted himself onto him. With Nagini and Harry it's just part of the soul. If they were the same thing you would have to argue that Harry and Nagini would have died after Voldemort took their minds. permalink context full comments (17) Voldemort, a Dementor, and a person by Mrthatoneguyin harrypotter [–]Mrthatoneguy[S] 3 points4 points5 points 6 months ago (0 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on If the horcrux doesn't interact with the body then how does Harry speak parseltongue? permalink context full comments (17) 18 19 20 Voldemort, a Dementor, and a personSeries Question (self.harrypotter) submitted 6 months ago by Mrthatoneguy to /r/harrypotter 17 comments sharecancel sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on loading... 2 3 4 So long, and thanks for all the fish first edition that I found at a used book store (imgur.com) submitted 6 months ago by Mrthatoneguy to /r/HitchHikersGuide comment sharecancel sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on loading... 26 27 28 So long, and thanks for all the fish First edition, found it today at used book store (imgur.com) submitted 6 months ago by Mrthatoneguy to /r/douglasadams 4 comments sharecancel sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on loading... Harry Potter based movies you would watch. by Eaglingin harrypotter [–]Mrthatoneguy 0 points1 point2 points 7 months ago (0 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on Definitely a Marauder's Movie, about James, Sirius, Lupin, and Petigrew's time at Hogwarts. It's probably very cliche to say this, but I still stand my ground and nobody has said it yet. Another one that would be fun to see is the Hogwarts founders, their adventures together and the conception of Hogwarts. The story of Sir Nicholas and his adventures? permalink context full comments (22) What's your dirtiest secret? by [deleted]in AskReddit [–]Mrthatoneguy 3 points4 points5 points 10 months ago (0 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on With child molesters. And the people who talk in theatres. permalink context full comments (17297) What was a theory that you truly bought into before the last book came out, but now looks completely ridiculous? by cbacbacbain harrypotter [–]Mrthatoneguy 0 points1 point2 points 10 months ago* (0 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on I'm the youngest in my family so when the last book came out I didn't like reading that much so if I was lucky I would read 2 books a year. So when i started reading the series and came close to DH my brother convinced me that Harry died and really it was Neville that finished off the Horcruxes and killed Voldemort. It's not that ridiculous I guess. permalink context full comments (28) Could Squibs Excel at Potions? by Rue333in harrypotter [–]Mrthatoneguy 8 points9 points10 points 10 months ago (0 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on Herbology, Runes, History of Magic, Muggle Studies, Arithmancy, a few mew more I'm sure. permalink context full comments (38) What was your most awkward sexual experience? [NSFW] by [deleted]in AskReddit [–]Mrthatoneguy 1 point2 points3 points 1 year ago (0 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on All 1.4 of them. permalink context full comments (11184) I'm re-reading GoF once again and... by Mrthatoneguyin harrypotter [–]Mrthatoneguy[S] 0 points1 point2 points 1 year ago (0 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on Fred, George, and Harry didn't really look all around on the map, really from whats described in the third book Harry didn't use it for anything less than checking to make sure no one was around when he got out of the witches hump. It wasn't until GoF he actually looked around it more. I'm assuming the twins did that too, to make sure no one was around when they were being troublesome. permalink context full comments (33) 44 45 46 I'm re-reading GoF once again and...Goblet of Fire (self.harrypotter) submitted 1 year ago by Mrthatoneguy to /r/harrypotter 33 comments sharecancel sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on loading... Redditor takes picture of friend getting close to a duck and says that the duck remembers her. What a quack. by Mrthatoneguyin KarmaConspiracy [–]Mrthatoneguy[S] -1 points0 points1 point 1 year ago (0 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on I was going to do something like that, but I wanted to do something different, like it says when you go to post, Avoid saying 'All for the ______ karma' permalink context full comments (13) 63 64 65 TIL No dragons were harmed during the filming of GoF, phewFunny Picture(s) (i.imgur.com) submitted 1 year ago by Mrthatoneguy to /r/harrypotter 3 comments sharecancel sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on loading... 343 344 345 Redditor takes picture of friend getting close to a duck and says that the duck remembers her. What a quack. (i.imgur.com) submitted 1 year ago by Mrthatoneguy to /r/KarmaConspiracy 13 comments sharecancel sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on loading... 170 171 172 I was re-reading CoS and noticed this, a little foreshadowing perhaps (i.imgur.com) submitted 1 year ago by Mrthatoneguy to /r/harrypotter 11 comments sharecancel sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on loading... 0 0 0 It anyone else really annoyed by the game "What's in the bag" in the new season? (self.whoselineisitanyway) submitted 1 year ago by Mrthatoneguy to /r/whoselineisitanyway 4 comments sharecancel sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on loading... Entertainment in the wizarding world? by seriously-blackin harrypotter [–]Mrthatoneguy 5 points6 points7 points 1 year ago (0 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on I'm sure the wizarding world has their version of the muggle arts. So they might have wizarding plays or something going on. Or arts shows that move. Or something. permalink context full comments (8) Astronomy Final assignment by ScarletFin harrypotter [–]Mrthatoneguy 3 points4 points5 points 1 year ago (0 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on 1-2: Star Map With Labels 3: Mizar (the middle star in the Big Dippers handle) has a sister star, Alcor, next to it. People once was used it to test their eye sight. permalink context full comments (5) Polite, friendly, and undeservedly the butt of the joke. It's actually a compliment. by tjlan86in harrypotter [–]Mrthatoneguy 0 points1 point2 points 1 year ago (0 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on Same here! Canadian Ravenclaws unite! permalink context full comments (11) 32 33 34 A few years ago I started making wands because I couldn't afford ones from online. I started making a lot of them and started selling them at a local farmers market craft vendor section. These are the ones I have left. (imgur.com) submitted 1 year ago by Mrthatoneguy to /r/harrypotter 4 comments sharecancel sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on loading... view more: next › about blog about team source code advertise jobs help wiki FAQ reddiquette rules contact us tools mobile firefox extension chrome extension buttons widget <3 reddit gold store redditgifts reddit AMA app reddit.tv radio reddit Use of this site constitutes acceptance of our User Agreement and Privacy Policy. © 2014 reddit inc. All rights reserved. REDDIT and the ALIEN Logo are registered trademarks of reddit inc. close this window you'll need to login or register to do that create a new account all it takes is a username and password privacy philosophy we limit data collected about you and your use of the platform, your personal information is never for sale, we use and disclose information to prevent people from abusing the platform, but we never disclose it for any other reason unless required by law. for more information, see our privacy policy. username:try anotheravailable! account recovery email:  (optional)we only send email at your request password: verify password: remember me create account is it really that easy? only one way to find out... login already have an account and just want to login? username: password: remember me recover password login close this window interface language English [en]العربية [ar]Беларуская мова [be]български език [bg]Bosanski [bs]català [ca]česky [cs]dansk [da]Deutsch [de]Ελληνικά [el]English (Australia) [en-au]English (Canadian) [en-ca]English (Great Britain) [en-gb]English [en-us]Esperanto [eo]español [es]español [es-ar]eesti keel [et]Euskara [eu]فارسی [fa]suomi [fi]français [fr]Gàidhlig [gd]עברית [he]मानक हिन्दी [hi]hrvatski [hr]Magyar [hu]Հայերեն լեզու [hy]Bahasa Indonesia [id]íslenska [is] (*)italiano (Italy) [it]日本語 [ja]ಕನ್ನಡ [kn_IN]한국어 [ko]Latin [la]1337 [leet]LOL [lol]lietuvių kalba [lt]latviešu valoda [lv]Nederlands [nl]Nynorsk [nn]Norsk [no]Arrrrrrrr! [pir]polski [pl]português [pt] (*)português [pt-pt]português brasileiro [pt_BR]română [ro]русский [ru]slovenčina [sk]slovenščina [sl]српски језик [sr]Srpski [sr-la]Svenska [sv]தமிழ் [ta]ภาษาไทย [th]Türkçe [tr]українська мова [uk]Tiếng Việt [vi]中文 [zh] (*) incomplete volunteer to translate π Rendered by PID 9821 on app-122 at 2014-10-07 17:26:01.067148+00:00 running 0f1a842 country code: US.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/francais.aspx?id=4560,BCTF > Enseigner en Colombie Britannique  	Programmes et services français  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers Aboriginal Education  Bargaining & Collective Agreements  Français  Health & Safety  New Teachers  Opportunities for Members  Pensions Professional Development  Professional Rights & Responsibility  Provincial Specialist Associations  Salary & Benefits  Teachers Teaching On Call  Teaching Resources  For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Français Enseigner dans les écoles publiques de la Colombie-Britannique Quelle formation pour être enseignant du français? (si vous ne possèdez pas un certificat d'enseignement reconnu par la Colombie- Britannique) Le module français du Programme de formation professionnelle (PFP) prépare à l’enseignement élémentaire ou secondaire dans les programmes de français de base (Core French), d’immersion et francophone.Il est proposé par les principales universités de la Province. Le PFP à SFU: pour en savoir plus cliquer ici. Le PFP à UBC: pour en savoir plus cliquer ici   Demander la reconnaissance d’aptitude à l’enseignement dans les écoles publiques de la Colombie-Britannique Toute personne employée comme enseignant, directeur d’école ou directeur général d’un conseil scolaire dans le système d’enseignement public de la Colombie-Britannique doit posséder un brevet d’enseignement délivré par le ministèere de l'Éducation. Les enseignants non résidants et titulaires de diplômes d’autres provinces ou pays peuvent présenter une demande d’évaluation de leurs titres professionnels. Les enseignants ayant reçu une formation hors de la province ou du Canada doivent fournir une preuve de leur admissibilité au brevet provincial avant d’accepter un poste d’enseignement en Colombie-Britannique. Les personnes jugées admissibles au brevet provincial, mais ne résidant pas en Colombie-Britannique peuvent réunir les conditions voulues pour une lettre d’admissibilité. Cette lettre d’admissibilité ne constitue cependant PAS UN BREVET d’enseignement. Un brevet peut être délivré seulement lorsque la personne établit sa résidence en Colombie-Britannique. Les enseignants qui réunissent les conditions voulues pour le brevet mais qui ne sont pas citoyens canadiens doivent fournir une preuve de leur statut d’immigrant reçu ou avoir un permis de travail valide pour enseigner au Canada avant de pouvoir recevoir le brevet leur permettant d’enseigner en Colombie-Britannique. Demander la documentation/les formulaires nécessaires pour faire évaluer vos titres professionnels auprès de la Teacher Regulation Branch   Les documents rédigés dans une langue autre que l’anglais ou le français doivent être accompagnés d’une traduction en anglais certifiée par une autorité appropriée. Selon les résultats de l’évaluation, il se peut que la Teacher Regulation Branch exige que vous suiviez des cours universitaires supplémentaires et (ou) que vous fassiez un stage d’enseignement dans une école publique de la province. Note: Vous choisirez peut-être d’entamer les démarches auprès de la Teacher Regulation Branch quelques mois avant votre arrivée définitive en Colombie-Britannique. Il vous sera donc possible d’indiquer aux conseils scolaires auprès desquelles vous ferez demande d’emploi que le processus de reconnaissance d’aptitude à l’enseignement en Colombie-Britannique est amorcé.     Autorisation de recherche de casier judiciaire en vertu de la loi Criminal Records Review Act  La loi Criminal Records Review Act a pour objet de protéger les enfants contre toute agression physique et sexuelle. De ce fait, la loi oblige à vérifier le casier judiciaire de toute personne travaillant avec des enfants ou pouvant avoir accès à eux sans surveillance dans le cours normal de son travail. Cette loi comprend la Teacher Regulation Branch. La Teacher Regulation Branch. doit obtenir de chaque personne qui demande un brevet d'enseignant ou l'adhésion au Collège, un formulaire signé d'autorisation de recherche de casier judiciaire. Demander le classement sur l’échelle de salaire  Tandis que la Teacher Regulation Branch délivre les permis et les brevets d’enseignement, il revient au Teacher Qualification Service (service de classement hiérarchique des enseignants et enseignantes) d’établir une catégorie de salaire. Teacher Qualification Service 1525, 8e Avenue ouest, Bureau no. 106 Vancouver (Colombie-Britannique) V6J 1T5 Téléphone : (604) 736-5484 Télécopieur : (604) 736-6591   Afin de décider de votre classement, le service TQS vous demandera de fournir : Une photocopie du permis ou brevet que vous aura délivré la Teacher Regulation Branch . Les mêmes documents, attestations et photocopies officielles que soumis à la Teacher Regulation Branch Note:  La Teacher Regulation Branch ne transmettra pas vos documents au TQS. Il vous incombe de faire parvenir au Teacher Qualification Service les documents nécessaires. Le service TQS fixera votre classement sur l’échelle de salaire et vous fera part de sa décision. Si, par la suite, vous négligez de communiquer cette décision à votre employeur, celui-ci vous paiera le salaire de base de l’échelle des salaires. Demander un poste d’enseignant(e) en Colombie-Britannique  Les écoles publiques de la Colombie-Britannique sont regroupées dans soixante conseils scolaires. Chaque conseil scolaire recrute son personnel enseignant selon ses politiques et règlements. Vous pouvez obtenir des renseignements sur les postes d’enseignants disponibles dans les journaux et auprès des conseils scolaires. Faites parvenir votre dossier de candidature directement aux différents conseils scolaires.   Devenir membre de la Fédération des enseignantes et enseignants de la Colombie-Britannique (FECB)  La Fédération regroupe les syndicats locaux d’enseignant(e)s. Elle représente tous les enseignant(e)s du secteur publique de la Colombie-Britannique. Une fois engagé(e) par un conseil scolaire public en Colombie-Britannique vous devez devenir membre du syndicat local et membre de la Fédération. Il est recommandé de communiquer avec le syndicat local pour connaître l’entente collective. Fédération des enseignantes et enseignants de la Colombie-Britannique 100 - 550, 6e Avenue ouest Vancouver (Colombie-Britannique) V5Z 4P2 Téléphone : (604) 871-2283 Sans frais : 1-800-663-9163 www.bctf.ca   Bureau des programmes et services français de la FECB Téléphone : (604) 871-1844 Télécopieur : (604) 871-2286    Marie-Claude Tremblay , Coordinatrice.  Cecilia Huard de la Marre, Adjointe administrative.  Autres adresses utiles : Ministère de l’Éducation Bureau des programmes de langue française P.O. Box 9160, Stn Prov Govt Victoria (Colombie-Britannique) V8V 9H3 Téléphone : (250) 356-0256   Conseil scolaire francophone 180-10200, Shellbridge Way,  Richmond (Colombie-Britannique) V6X 2W7 Téléphone : (604) 214-2600 Télécopieur : (604) 214-9881     About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media last tweet "" @ - 12:00am Follow @ last post "" facebook/ - Jan 1st Like Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/mobile/NewTeachersHandbook/default.aspx?id=31790,BCTF New Teachers' Handbook  Toggle navigation New Teachers’ Handbook © 2014 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. Table of Contents Introduction President's message Setting the BC context Jobs and professsional responsibilities Professional Responsibility / Code of Ethics Standards for the Education, Competence... Beginning your career as a TTOC Tips for success Beginning your career as a classroom teacher Planning Classroom management Establishing a positive environment Teaching strategies / classroom complexity Learning resources Communicating with parents/guardians Students with special needs Working with education (teacher) assistants Preparing for a Teacher Teaching on Call Parent involvement in schools Working with volunteers Wellness—taking care of yourself How the BC Teachers’ Federation helps Others who can help Professional development (PD) Evaluation of teachers Resources Membership New Teachers’ Home BCTF Home Setting the BC context  The BCTF:   A union of professionals with a proud history  The BCTF has a long history of representing teachers, public schools and the profession.  Formed in 1917 and soon to be celebrating its 100th Anniversary, the Federation has steadfastly remained a proud union of professionals. Decade 1: 1916–17 to 1926–27   Imagine the first Annual General Meeting of the BC Teachers’ Federation, held on January 4, 1917 at King Edward High School in Vancouver. The following objectives were adopted: To foster and promote the cause of education. To raise the status of the teaching profession. To promote the welfare of teachers in BC. BCTF offices were soon established, in Victoria (1919) and later moved to Vancouver.  A publication for members, The Educator, was launched, later to become Teacher Newsmagazine, as it remains today. Courage, commitment and collective action were hallmarks of the profession in the early days, just as they are now. In Victoria, the first teacher strike in what was then the British Empire took place in 1919, over salaries and resulted in an arbitration process for salary matters. In 1921, New Westminster teachers went on strike when their board refused to implement an arbitration award. But, salaries weren’t the only concerns. Throughout this decade, the BCTF worked with government on pensions and tenure issues, and promoted the first major examination of education by the province in 1925.  Decade 2: 1927–28 to 1936–37   A determination to secure adequate compensation and pensions marked the next decade and continued for decades to come. In 1929, the Teachers’ Pension Act established years of service and contribution level as the basis for pensions. In addition, that year, Vancouver teachers achieved a salary scale based on years of certification and experience. The Public Schools Act of 1937 allowed for either party to demand binding arbitration in salary disputes. Decade 3: 1937–38 to 1946–47  Collective action won the day. In 1938, continuing contracts were established for teachers. But, in 1939 the Langley School Board refused to implement a salary arbitration award, firing its teachers instead.  Ultimately, the strong Langley local backed by the BCTF, had the teachers reinstated and the board fired, instead. In 1939 and 1940, BCTF created its own Sick Benefit Fund, which later became the Salary Indemnity Fund, adding to the services for members. The context is always important. In 1943, teachers voted for a provincial strike on salaries, but the BCTF did not act on the vote because the Federal government instituted a wartime wage-control program. Also in 1943, the BCTF joined the Canadian Trades and Labour Congress, later to become the Canadian Labour Congress, after a membership vote.   The Code of Ethics was adopted in 1943 and compulsory membership in the BCTF granted by government in 1947. The BCTF participated in the government’s Cameron Commission in 1947, making clear the relationship between teaching the whole child and class size. Decade 4: 1947–48 to 1956–57   The 1950s saw the end to the discrimination against women in salary scales, with qualifications and years of experience deemed the only two criteria. In 1954–55, Hilda Cryderman from Vernon became the first woman BCTF president.   In 1956 the AGM narrowly turned down a recommendation to join the new Canadian Labour Congress.  In this decade, the BCTF began to actively promote the creation of Provincial Specialist Assocations, of which 32 exist and provide support to members, today. Decade 5: 1957–58 to 1966–67  The year 1961 brought significant advances in teacher pensions with the current basic formula being put in place.   The BCTF launched its International Program in 1961 leading to new connections and new learning with colleagues in other countries. Also in 1961, the BCTF was very actively represented on the government’s curriculum committees which shaped elementary and secondary education in BC for the next decade. During the early 1960s, the BCTF overhauled its own governance structures and established the Working and Learning Conditions program. The “Over 40 Campaign” was launched, aimed at eliminating classes with over 40 students. Decade 6: 1966–67 to 1976–77  The BCTF has long been a leader in social justice; in the early 1970s, the BCTF established the Status of Women and the antiracism programs to address sexism and racism. On March 19, 1971, BC teachers participated in their first province-wide withdrawal of services, protesting the government's refusal to improve pensions for retirees. When the government ended compulsory BCTF membership that year, all but 69 of the 22,000 members signed up.  Compulsory membership was restored again in 1973. In the 1972 election, the BCTF launched its first major political action campaign, after the government imposed limits on salary arbitration awards and restricted school districts’ ability to raise revenue. In 1974, Surrey teachers held a one-day walkout and went en masse to Victoria in protest over class sizes and, as result, the Federation was able to negotiate a major addition of teachers, to dramatically reduce the pupil/teacher ratio.  Decade 7: 1977–78 to 1986–87  The BCTF really focused on building networks and increasing capacity during this period. It expanded its training programs adding PD Associates, School Staff Rep Training, Internal Mediation, the Program for Quality Teaching, and established the Bargaining Division.  These years are marked by struggle for bargaining rights and fair treatment, and a concerted defense of public education and public services.  The BCTF launched a major campaign to expand the scope of bargaining to include all terms and conditions of work and brought a challenge under the Charter of Rights and Freedoms. A six-day strike in Terrace in 1981 achieved the inclusion of personnel items in an agreement, and a number of locals were able to secure provisions beyond salary and benefits.  However, the government made major cuts in education funding in 1982 and, in 1983 introduced a package of 26 pieces of legislation that constituted a major assault on the social safety net for working people in BC. Operation Solidarity and the Solidarity Coalition were formed, and the BCTF was a key participant. Teachers joined with other unions in protest and played an important role in Operation Solidarity escalating province-wide withdrawal of services.  In 1987, the government passed legislation that removed principals from the teacher bargaining unit, removed statutory BCTF membership, established a College of Teachers, and gave teachers full bargaining rights. That wasn’t all in 1987; the government brought in more antiunion legislation and teachers joined the BC Federation of Labour in a one-day general strike. Decade 8: 1987–88 to 1996–1997  The BCTF began the 1987–88 school year with a major sign up campaign in which 99% of all public school teachers joined the BCTF and all 76 locals chose the “union model.” But, the bargaining climate was still very challenging. The government imposed provincial bargaining in 1994, undermining locals’ bargaining rights and forcing a more centralized system. To teachers’ credit, when the first round of provincial bargaining (1996) was concluded, it was agreed that locally negotiated terms and conditions would stay in place. Even in these challenging times, the BCTF continued to expand services to members, creating French Programs and Services, establishing a Research Division and piloting a rehab program which became part of the Salary Indemnity Plan. In addition, the BCTF increased its outreach work, initiating the Coalition for Public Education and conducting a major political action campaign.  The Federation and its members were very involved in the Sullivan Royal Commission on Education and the resulting new student centered primary program. Decade 9:  1997–98 to 2006–07  Good news first; the Federation established the Health and Safety program (1997), Aboriginal Education program (2000), and the Peer Support program (2000). It developed a Public Education Advocacy Plan and created a province-wide discussion about education through the Charter for Public Education and focused public attention on funding cuts in every district through the Caravan Against the Cuts campaign.    In 2001, members took their first provincial strike vote; in January 2002, the government imposed a settlement on teachers, ripping class size, class composition, staffing ratios, and related provisions from the collective agreement and made it illegal to negotiate these items.  It was devastating to see so many hard won provisions being stolen from the collective agreements. Teachers held a one-day protest on January 28 that year and have marked the year since that time. Twelve years later, a generation of kids has passed through the system without the class size and special education support they should have had.    In 2005, when the government once again imposed a contract, BC teachers engaged in a two-week strike, deemed illegal by the courts. The resulting settlement broke through government’s 0% mandate and, in 2006, a five-year collective agreement with salary improvements was negotiated.  This was also the decade when BCTF members voted to affiliate with the BC Federation of Labour and, when the government dismissed the teacher-elected members of the BC College of Teachers, members withheld their BCCT fees until the government re-established a democratic college.  In 2004–05, the BCTF conducted an extensive campaign to bring the issues in public education to the public during the lead up to the provincial election, focusing on the government’s record on school closures, support for students with special needs, and class sizes.  During this decade as well, the BCTF stepped up efforts to oppose the privatization of public education and public services. The next decade is underway: 2007–08 to the present   The BCTF has continued to expand programs and services for members, supporting Teacher Inquiry projects, creating the Living with Balance program and greatly expanding the use of technology and social media.  TeachBC, a professional learning portal, will be in place very soon.   Acting for members, the BCTF has had to be ever more vigilant in protecting teachers’ freedom of expression rights, taking up grievances and cases, and encouraging grassroots support.   Similarly, the Federation has consistently asserted that teachers, the front-line professionals, need to be respected and included in education policy and curriculum development. The BCTF continues to lobby for the resources, support, and conditions teachers need in order to support every student.  The Federation’s court challenge to Bills 27 and 28, the legislation that stripped class size, class composition, staffing ratios, and related clauses from the collective agreement in 2002, resulted in a victory in 2010 as the legislation was declared unconstitutional. The government was given a year to address the situation, however, at the end of the year’s time, replaced the unconstitutional legislation with Bill 22, a Bill which further undermined teacher rights.  In 2011–12, with mounting pressures and demands on teachers, members undertook a “Year of joyful teaching,” and later, in the face of Bill 22, undertook a three-day strike. Faced with even more contract stripping and forced to work with the government’s unilateral appointee, the BCTF was able to both resist concessions and make gains in the process.  At the time of writing, the Federation is back at the bargaining table, striving once again for a fair deal for teachers and better support for students. The BCTF history is rich with examples of teachers taking action and speaking out in the best interest of students, schools, and communities. Thanks to the contributions that new teachers will be making to their union of professionals, this will continue to be the case. School Act and Regulations and Ministerial Orders  The school system is governed by the School Act and Regulations and Ministerial Orders. The School Act and Regulations outlines the roles, responsibilities, and rights of teachers, administrators, parents, and students. Current policy changes are found in the Ministerial Orders. For example, the School Act and Regulations requires that teachers write report cards for their students while the Ministerial Orders detail the specifics about which letter grade can be used and how often the reports must be sent. Where to find: This information is available at your school, at/through the local union office or the school board office, or go to www.bced.gov.bc.ca/legislation/schoollaw/e/ministerialorders_toc.pdf. Collective agreement  Your collective agreement is an important source of information, and you should have your own copy. Ask your school staff rep and/or your local president for clarification should you require it. The collective agreement documents your rights, responsibilities, and benefits as an employee. Where to find: Ask your staff rep or local president for a copy, or find it online at bctf.ca/BargainingAndContracts.aspx. Glossary of terms  Integrated resource package (IRP)  An IRP is the official curriculum that all teachers in the province must teach. The IRP format is the same for all subjects. Column one details the “Intended Learning Outcomes,” (ILOs) the only required component of the IRP. As a teacher, you must teach the ILOs. The second column lists a number of “suggested instructional strategies,” the third column offers a variety of “suggested assessment strategies,” and the fourth column offers a number of recommended “learning resources.” Columns two through four are suggestions, only. Using your professional judgment, you may choose to use the ideas or to develop your own. As a teacher, you have the professional autonomy to choose the “how,” “when,” and “where” of the curriculum. Only the “what” is mandated. Copies of all IRPs can be downloaded at www.bced.gov.bc.ca/irp/welcome.php.  The proposed changes in curriculum are currently in draft. The IRPs remain in effect. Adaptations  Adaptations retain the learning outcomes of the prescribed curriculum, but they are adapted to accommodate different abilities or learning needs. Adaptations may include adjustments to instruction, assessment, or the amount of time allocated for specific studies to help the student achieve success. Students with adaptations are assessed using the standards for the course or program, and they can receive credit toward a Dogwood Diploma. In today’s inclusive classroom settings, there are many adaptations provided universally. Modifications  Modifications to learning outcomes are substantially different from the prescribed curriculum. Modifying involves changing or deleting significant numbers of the learning outcomes in the provincial curriculum so that all students can achieve success. Courses heavily modified at the school level are not counted as credit toward a Dogwood Diploma.  Individual education plan (IEP)  When students with special needs are unable to meet the learning outcomes of a course and it is necessary to make modifications to the learning outcomes, an individual education plan (IEP) outlining goals and objectives for each student must be developed. In these cases, the use of letter grades and percentages on reports is inappropriate. Structured, written reports are used to describe how well students have succeeded in meeting the modified goals and objectives of their IEPs. Letter grades and percentages may be assigned only when students with special needs are able to meet the learning outcomes of the provincial curriculum. Assessment/evaluation/reporting  Teachers gather information and data on student achievement on an ongoing basis (assessment), make judgments about student growth (evaluation), and then share the information with students and parents (through reporting). (see also Student Assessment and Evaluation section, page 50.) Previous Next)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7702&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 3, November/December 2004 Decisions of the October 2004 Representative Assembly Disposition of the BCTF Democratic Fund That the 2004 fall RA recommend to members that the 2004–05 college fees that were paid to the BCTF Democratic College Fund be returned to individual members who contributed to the fund. Payment of college fees That the 2004 fall RA recommend to members that as an interim measure, BCTF members pay the 2004–05 BC College of Teachers’ annual fee and that the BCTF initiate an ongoing review of that decision. Interest on money That interest on the money collected in the BCTF Democratic College fund be donated to charitable women’s and children’s agencies and that the decision as to the distribution of these funds rest with the BCTF Executive Committee, with a report to the membership. Connected magazine That the 2004 fall RA recommend to our BCTF-endorsed councillors to the BCCT that the BCCT publication Connected be discontinued. Receipt of per diems That the BCTF college councillors not accept a per diem for attending BCCT functions except for expenses in accord with the practice of BCTF-elected representatives at both the local and provincial levels.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/opportunities/TeacherAwards.aspx?id=5472,Opportunites for BCTF Members > Teacher Awards  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers Aboriginal Education  Bargaining & Collective Agreements  Français  Health & Safety  New Teachers  Opportunities for Members  Pensions Professional Development  Professional Rights & Responsibility  Provincial Specialist Associations  Salary & Benefits  Teachers Teaching On Call  Teaching Resources  For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Opportunities for Members > Teacher Awards, Grants, Scholarships Teacher Awards, Grants and Scholarships Hazel Davy Award Special Education Association Award Description: The Hazel Davy Award was established to honour Hazel Davy, a retired founding member of the Special Education Association, in order to recognize her accomplishments in special education. The award is presented at the annual SEA Crosscurrents Conference to recognize an individual's profession contribution to special education in the province of British Columbia. Nature: The award consists of plaque on which each year the winner's name is inscribed and an individualized plaque given to the recipient. Criteria: The nominee must be a B.C. resident: who is (or was) a member of the SEA. who is (or was) professionally employed in the field of special education. whose professional contributions affected the practices of other special educators. whose professional contributions resulted in improvement of services. who is aware of the nomination and is willing to accept the award. Selection Process: Nominations are invited through the Crosscurrents newsmagazine and through letters to District Teachers' Association Presidents, and district Special Services Administrators. Letters of nomination should be sent to the SEA President and must be received by February 1 of the year the award will be presented. The nomination must include: name, official position and address of the nominator. name, official position and address of the nominee. a description of the most outstanding professional contributions of the nominee. the nominee's curriculum vitae, including dates of SEA membership Deadline Date: Nominations must be received by mail, fax, or email by the February 1 closure date. Late nominations will not be considered. SEA Executive Committee members are not eligible for this award during their term of office. For further information, including application and/or nomination forms, please contact www.bctf.ca/sea/Awards.htm Updated December 2, 2002   Teacher awards, grants and scholarships index listing About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=16686,BCTF News Releases  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources   For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development News Release Archives 2014  2013  2012    2011 2010  2009  2008 2007  2006  Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2008 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE October 22, 2008 BC teachers to hold province-wide professional development day On Friday, October 24, teachers from across BC will attend professional development conferences organized by their peers and colleagues. “Every year, at annual professional development conferences, hundreds of teachers enhance their skills and renew their dedication to education,” BC Teachers’ Federation President Irene Lanzinger said. “Within the BCTF, we have 33 provincial specialist associations dedicated to sharing new ideas and professional development. This year’s conferences will feature workshops ranging from sustainability in our schools to indigenous languages and the latest information technologies available to teachers.” The provincial specialist associations of the BCTF will host a wide variety of volunteer-driven events that provide teachers with the opportunity to learn new teaching strategies and enhance their professional practice. Below are some examples of programs teachers will be involved in during this professional development day and weekend. For a complete listing of conferences and workshops, see:  http://bctf.ca/uploadedFiles/PSAs/PSAConfBrochure.pdf. Art (BCATA), Salt Spring Island. The annual conference will be held at Gulf Islands Secondary School. Robert Bateman, well-known artist and spokesman for many environmental issues, will be speaking at 8:00 p.m., Thursday at ArtSpring Islands Center. Many hands-on workshops, including presentations by local artists, studio tours, and performances, will be held. For more information, visit www.ArtfulEye2008.com. Environmental Educators (EEPSA), Vancouver. The fall conference in partnership with Science World and Metro Vancouver, “Inspiring Sustainability in BC Schools: Enabling Student Leadership & Community Connected Learning in Action,” with keynote speakers, Karsten Heuer and Keith Pattinson, Science World. For more information, visit www.bctf.ca/eepsa. Primary (BCPTA), Abbotsford. “Primary Leadership” conference will be held at the Abbotsford Collegiate Secondary & Abbey Arts Centre. Friday program keynote speaker: Regie Routman, teacher and author of “Reading Essentials.” A wide range of topics will be presented by classroom teachers and speakers in demand Kim Sutton, Brenda Boylan, and more. Social Studies (BCSSTA), Coquitlam. “Agents for Change!” Thirty workshops including: Ministry of Education, CBC/Radio archives, UNICEF Canada, BC Civil Liberties Association, Open School BC, Munro Communications, Law Courts education, Royal Canadian Legion, Begbie Contest Society, Historical, Local Government Management Association, BC’s Citizens’ Assembly, Amnesty International, and BC Students’ Assembly. Educators Against Racism (EAR), Kitimat. Conference will be held at Mount Elizabeth Secondary School. Teacher-Librarians (BCTLA), Victoria. “Mission Literacy: Teachers and Teacher-Librarians Not-So-Secret Agents of Change Spectrum” held at the Community School. For more information and a detailed list of presenters, visit www.sd61.bc.ca/gvtla. -  30  - For more information, contact Rich Overgaard, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell). Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/glenhansman?lang=fa,Glen Hansman (@glenhansman) | Twitter توییتر زمینه جستجو جستجو جستجوهای ذخیره شده حذف حساب تایید شده @ کاربران پیشنهادی حساب تایید شده @ حساب تایید شده @ زبان: فارسی العربية Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 حساب کاربری دارید؟ ورود تازه واردید؟ همین امروز بپیوندید » ورود تلفن٬ ایمیل یا نام کاربری گذرواژه (رمز عبور) ورود مرا به یاد داشته باش گذرواژه خود را فراموش کرده‌اید؟ از طریق پیامک از توییتر استفاده میکنید؟ Glen Hansman @glenhansman توييت‌ها ۲۰٫۷K عکس‌ها/ویدئوها ۲۸۵ دنبال‌شونده‌ها ۳٬۳۹۰ دنبال‌كننده‌ها ۴٬۳۸۸ برگزیده‌ها ۱۲٫۱K   بیشتر برگزیده‌ها فهرست‌ها باصدا کردن @glenhansman بی‌صدا کردن @glenhansman دنبال کنید دنبال می‌کنید دنبال نكن مسدود شده‌ درآوردن از حالت مسدود در انتظار لغو Glen Hansman @glenhansman Vancouver teacher. 1st Vice President of the BC Teachers' Federation @bctf. RTs ≠ endorsement. Vancouver, BC bctf.ca در آذر ۱۳۸۹ ه‍.ش. پیوسته است ۲۸۵ عکس و ویدیوی جدید توييت‌ها توييت‌ها توییت ها و پاسخ ها Glen Hansman retweeted PressProgress @pressprogress  ·  ۱۰ مهر Canada's CEOs now make 206 times more than you. http://www.pressprogress.ca/en/post/canadas-ceo-worker-pay-gap-among-worst-western-world … #canlab #cdnecon #cdnpoli @bcfed @ABFedLabour پاسخ ۰ reply بازتوییت بازتوییت شده ۱۰ retweets ۱۰ برگزیدن برگزیده شده ۵ favorites ۵ بیشتر قراردادن توییت در سایت خود Glen Hansman @glenhansman  ·  ۱۲ مهر #PSAday is on October 24. Check out http://www.bctf.ca/pdcalendar/index.cfm?action=day&date=41936 … for all the #bced specialist association conferences pic.twitter.com/Q4E8dIXiZE مشاهده عکس‌ها و ویدیوهای بیشتر پاسخ ۰ reply بازتوییت بازتوییت شده ۹ retweets ۹ برگزیدن برگزیده شده ۰ favorite بیشتر قراردادن توییت در سایت خود Glen Hansman @glenhansman  ·  ۱۲ مهر Vancouver Secondary teacher and comedian @MrPaulBae in @OurTimesMag here: http://tinyurl.com/k9ncoao  | #bced #canlab پاسخ ۰ reply بازتوییت بازتوییت شده ۵ retweets ۵ برگزیدن برگزیده شده ۶ favorites ۶ بیشتر قراردادن توییت در سایت خود Glen Hansman @glenhansman  ·  ۱۲ مهر New documentary from @eduint highlights daily commitment of teachers around the world http://dlvr.it/75R1sT  | #bced پاسخ ۰ reply بازتوییت بازتوییت شده ۵ retweets ۵ برگزیدن برگزیده شده ۵ favorites ۵ بیشتر قراردادن توییت در سایت خود Glen Hansman retweeted Canadian Labour @CanadianLabour  ·  ۷ شهریور Tell @pmharper to launch a PUBLIC INQUIRY into Missing & Murdered Aboriginal Women - http://goo.gl/8HfDHR  #canlab pic.twitter.com/7juUUsvIVJ مشاهده عکس‌ها و ویدیوهای بیشتر پاسخ ۰ reply بازتوییت بازتوییت شده ۷۹ retweets ۷۹ برگزیدن برگزیده شده ۱۵ favorites ۱۵ بیشتر قراردادن توییت در سایت خود Glen Hansman دنبال کرد Youth Coalition و IPPF Global باصدا کردن @youth_coalition بی‌صدا کردن @youth_coalition دنبال کنید دنبال می‌کنید دنبال نكن مسدود شده‌ درآوردن از حالت مسدود در انتظار لغو Youth Coalition @youth_coalition Youth Coalition is an international youth-led organization promoting adolescent and youth sexual and reproductive rights. باصدا کردن @ippf بی‌صدا کردن @ippf دنبال کنید دنبال می‌کنید دنبال نكن مسدود شده‌ درآوردن از حالت مسدود در انتظار لغو IPPF Global @ippf We are the world's leading sexual & reproductive health rights provider. Glen Hansman @glenhansman  ·  ۱۰ مهر At meeting of @bcfed Executive Council. | #bcunion #canlab پاسخ ۰ reply بازتوییت بازتوییت شده ۰ retweet برگزیدن برگزیده شده ۲ favorites ۲ بیشتر قراردادن توییت در سایت خود Glen Hansman retweeted SARAVYC @SARAVYC  ·  ۹ مهر #Self-esteem a protective factor against #LGBTQ youth harm. #pride #visibility #strategy #LGBTQyouth http://ow.ly/C0hFh  پاسخ ۰ reply بازتوییت بازتوییت شده ۲ retweets ۲ برگزیدن برگزیده شده ۱ favorite ۱ بیشتر قراردادن توییت در سایت خود Glen Hansman retweeted Pam Ratner @PamRatner  ·  ۴ شهریور Gay-straight alliances in schools reduce suicide risk for all students. #UBCMentalHealthEd #LGBT http://news.ubc.ca/2014/01/20/gay-straight-alliances-in-schools-reduce-suicide-risk-for-all-students/ … پاسخ ۰ reply بازتوییت بازتوییت شده ۱۹ retweets ۱۹ برگزیدن برگزیده شده ۷ favorites ۷ بیشتر قراردادن توییت در سایت خود Glen Hansman retweeted Wendy Carr @mmecarr  ·  ۹ مهر Félicitations, Mme Sveistrup! Le français intensif à l'École Franklin à Vcr - Global News! http://tinyurl.com/p5wph3f  pic.twitter.com/ebwPI501rF مشاهده عکس‌ها و ویدیوهای بیشتر پاسخ ۰ reply بازتوییت بازتوییت شده ۲ retweets ۲ برگزیدن برگزیده شده ۹ favorites ۹ بیشتر قراردادن توییت در سایت خود Glen Hansman @glenhansman  ·  ۹ مهر Jan/Feb issue of @bctf Teacher newsmag dedicated to ending stigma of #mentalhealth. http://bit.ly/1hWzqjB  #UBCBEd2015 #ubcMentalHealthEd نمایش خلاصه پاسخ ۰ reply بازتوییت بازتوییت شده ۷ retweets ۷ برگزیدن برگزیده شده ۳ favorites ۳ بیشتر قراردادن توییت در سایت خود Glen Hansman retweeted UBC Teacher Ed @UBCTeacherEd  ·  ۷ مهر This list is growing! Provincial Professional Development Day Opportunities: October 24, 2014 http://teach.educ.ubc.ca/pd2014/  #UBCBEd2015 #UBCIBEd پاسخ ۰ reply بازتوییت بازتوییت شده ۷ retweets ۷ برگزیدن برگزیده شده ۱ favorite ۱ بیشتر قراردادن توییت در سایت خود Glen Hansman retweeted Yvonne Dawydiak @yvonnedtechtalk  ·  ۸ مهر Upgrade your brain http://vimeo.com/36973442  Develop mental health literacy @UBCTeacherEd #UBCBEd2015 #ubcMentalHealthEd Vimeo اجرا کن مشاهده عکس‌ها و ویدیوهای بیشتر پاسخ ۰ reply بازتوییت بازتوییت شده ۷ retweets ۷ برگزیدن برگزیده شده ۳ favorites ۳ بیشتر قراردادن توییت در سایت خود Glen Hansman retweeted Wendy Carr @mmecarr  ·  ۸ مهر Dr Stan Kutcher UBC #UBCmentalhealthed #UBCBEd2015 develop mental health literacy=knowledge, attitudes, competencies. pic.twitter.com/TzWnxVymS0 مشاهده عکس‌ها و ویدیوهای بیشتر پاسخ ۰ reply بازتوییت بازتوییت شده ۶ retweets ۶ برگزیدن برگزیده شده ۴ favorites ۴ بیشتر قراردادن توییت در سایت خود Glen Hansman @glenhansman  ·  ۹ مهر Attending @UBCEduc talk by @StanKutcher on mental health literacy in middle & secondary schools Sept 30. | #bced پاسخ ۰ reply بازتوییت بازتوییت شده ۳ retweets ۳ برگزیدن برگزیده شده ۳ favorites ۳ بیشتر قراردادن توییت در سایت خود Glen Hansman @glenhansman  ·  ۸ مهر Violence is Not Part of the Job: http://www.worksafebc.com/publications/health_and_safety/posters/assets/pdf/ViolenceEducation.pdf … Poster for #bced by @WorkSafeBC @BCPSEA @CUPEbcschools & @BCTF پاسخ ۰ reply بازتوییت بازتوییت شده ۰ retweet برگزیدن برگزیده شده ۰ favorite بیشتر قراردادن توییت در سایت خود Glen Hansman retweeted BC TELA @BCTELA  ·  ۸ مهر The BCTELA Conference Program is Here! http://bctela.ca/the-conference-program-is-here/ … #psaday @bctf @glenhansman @gthielmann @leah_kelley @IBMcGuigan پاسخ ۰ reply بازتوییت بازتوییت شده ۵ retweets ۵ برگزیدن برگزیده شده ۱ favorite ۱ بیشتر قراردادن توییت در سایت خود Glen Hansman retweeted Janine Fraser @Janfra2  ·  ۴ مهر Registration is open for @BCPrimaryTeach conference in Victoria on October 24 #psaday. Register online a http://www.bcpta.ca/wordpress/  #bced #bctf پاسخ ۰ reply بازتوییت بازتوییت شده ۳ retweets ۳ برگزیدن برگزیده شده ۱ favorite ۱ بیشتر قراردادن توییت در سایت خود Glen Hansman retweeted VSB Pride Committee @VSB_Pride  ·  ۶ مرداد For Many Asian LGBT Youth, Homophobia Starts at Home http://zite.to/UGyaKi  پاسخ ۰ reply بازتوییت بازتوییت شده ۱ retweet ۱ برگزیدن برگزیده شده ۰ favorite بیشتر قراردادن توییت در سایت خود Glen Hansman retweeted Raffi Cavoukian @Raffi_RC  ·  ۷ مهر A Colourful Gift To BC Teachers free gift~for your brave stand on #bced !! http://www.childhonouring.org/mydrawingourworld.html … pic.twitter.com/jvihQaxHYY مشاهده عکس‌ها و ویدیوهای بیشتر پاسخ ۰ reply بازتوییت بازتوییت شده ۲۴ retweets ۲۴ برگزیدن برگزیده شده ۱۳ favorites ۱۳ بیشتر قراردادن توییت در سایت خود ممکن است توییتر بسیار شلوغ باشد یا اینکه دچار یک وقفه موقت شده باشد. دوباره سعی کنید برای اطلاعات بیشتر از وضعیت توییتر دیدن کنید. بستن Glen Hansman دنبال کرد هیچ به روزرسانی از Glen Hansman را از دست ندهید Vancouver, BC · تغییر Twitter © 2014 درباره راهنما اطلاعات آگهی بستن موضوعات داغ موضوعات داغ متناسب با سلیقه شما موضوعات پرطرفدار راهی منحصر به فرد برای در جریان قرار گرفتن از آنچه که برایتان مهم است فراهم می‌کند. این انتخاب‌ها بر اساس مکان شما و کسانی که دنبال می‌‌‌‌‌کنید تنظیم می‌شوند. تغییر نگاه داشتن موضوعات داغ متناسب با سلیقه شما دریافت موضوعات داغ جهانی تایید پنهان کن بستن قبلی بعدی بستن برو به نمایه یک شخص جستجوهای ذخیره شده حذف حساب تایید شده @ کاربران پیشنهادی حساب تایید شده @ حساب تایید شده @ بستن بازتوییت برای دنبال کنندگان شما؟ لغو بازتوییت بستن آیا مطمئن هستید که می‌خواهید این توییت را پاک کنید؟ لغو حذف بستن مسدود کردن لغو مسدود کردن افزودن موقعیت مکانی به توییت‌ها اگر توییت شما حاوی اطلاعات مکانی باشد، توییتر آن مکان را ذخیره می‌کند. شما می‌توانید موقعیت مکانی خود را قبل از فرستادن هر توییت خاموش/روشن کنید، و همیشه این امکان را دارید که تاریخچه‌ موقعیت‌های مکانی را از توییت‌های خود حذف کنید. بیشتر بدانید فعال‌ کردن مکان‌یابی الان نه غیرفعال کردن مکان‌یابی بستن خلاصه نمایه بستن فهرست‌های شما بستن ایجاد یک فهرست تازه نام فهرست شرح کمتر از ١٠٠ حرف، اختیاری فهرست‌ها: حریم خصوصی عمومی · همه می‌توانند این فهرست را دنبال کنند خصوصی · فقط شما میتوانید به این فهرست دسترسی داشته باشید ذخیره فهرست بستن بستن قراردادن این توییت در سایت خود این توییت را با کپی کردن کد زیر به وب‌سایت خود اضافه کنید Learn more مشکلی در اتصال به سرور به وجود آمد. دوباره امتحان می کنید؟ شامل توییت اولیه شامل رسانه غیرنوشتاری پیش‌نمایش بستن عضو توییتر شوید مشترک توییتر نیستید؟ نام نویسی کنید تا از آنچه که برای شما مهم است با خبر شده و هم به شکل آنی در جریان رویدادهای تازه قرار بگیرید. حساب کاربری دارید؟ ورود » بستن کدهای کوتاه (ارسال و دریافت) دو طرفه: کشور کد برای مشتریانِ ایالات متحده آمریکا 40404 (هر) کانادا 21212 (هر) انگلیس 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 برزیل 40404 Nextel, TIM هاییتی 40404 Digicel, Voila ایرلند 51210 Vodafone, O2 هند 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance اندونزی 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata ایتالیا 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » کدهای پیام کوتاه را برای دیگر کشورها مشاهده کنید بستن تایید)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Touring a natural gas drilling rig with @MLA Mike Bernier, and Brian from EnCana http://t.co/AifdJ4H07b" @Teresa_Wat - 06:01pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141007,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/bcedplan/status/408431641334276096,BC's Education Plan on Twitter: "Honouring experienced teachers: One #truvic student's takeaway from Term 1 of teacher training http://t.co/H4KLoY1yVB" Twitter Search query Search Twitter Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Language: English Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Have an account? Sign in New to Twitter? Join Today » Sign In Phone, email or username Password Sign in Remember me Forgot password? Already using Twitter via text message? Follow Following Unfollow Blocked Unblock Pending Cancel BC's Education Plan ‏ @bcedplan Dec 4 Honouring experienced teachers: One #truvic student's takeaway from Term 1 of teacher training pic.twitter.com/H4KLoY1yVB Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Retweets 5 Favorites 2 7:04 PM - 4 Dec 2013 Susan Hayward ‏ @susanhayward53 Dec 4 “ @bcedplan: Honouring experienced teachers: pic.twitter.com/eHruRojDzG” @LakeshoreSD View photo Hide photo Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet hipmum29 ‏ @hipmum29 Jun 20 FBF: " @bcedplan: Honouring experienced teachers: pic.twitter.com/UQvjwhcclb” From that quote 1yr ago to politicking for @BCPSEA against @bctf? View photo Hide photo Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Don’t miss any updates from BC's Education Plan © 2014 Twitter About Help Ads info Close Flag this media This has already been marked as containing sensitive content. Flag this as containing potentially illegal content. Submit Cancel Learn more about flagging media Dismiss Close Previous Next Close Go to a person's profile Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Close Retweet this to your followers? Cancel Retweet Close Are you sure you want to delete this Tweet? Cancel Delete Close Block Cancel Block Add a location to your Tweets When you tweet with a location, Twitter stores that location. You can switch location on/off before each Tweet and always have the option to delete your location history. Learn more Turn location on Not now Turn off location Close Profile summary Close Your lists Close Create a new list List name Description Under 100 characters, optional Privacy Public · Anyone can follow this list Private · Only you can access this list Save list Close Close Embed this Tweet Add this Tweet to your website by copying the code below. Learn more Hmm, there was a problem reaching the server. Try again? Include parent Tweet Include media Preview Close Sign up for Twitter Not on Twitter? Sign up, tune into the things you care about, and get updates as they happen. Have an account? Sign in » Close Two-way (sending and receiving) short codes: Country Code For customers of United States 40404 (any) Canada 21212 (any) United Kingdom 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM Haiti 40404 Digicel, Voila Ireland 51210 Vodafone, O2 India 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Indonesia 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » See SMS short codes for other countries Close Confirmation)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media last tweet "" @ - 12:00am Follow @ last post "" facebook/ - Jan 1st Like Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=10998&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2002 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 14, Number 7, May/June 2002  School choice equals greater disparity in New Zealand by David Hughes and Hugh Lauder In 1984, the prime minister of New Zealand, Rob Muldoon, who had run a hands-on, interventionist administration, called an early election. His traditionally right-of-center National Party lost that election to the traditionally left-of-centre Labour Party, and David Lange became prime minister. The new government quickly set about implementing a program of reform based on New Right or neo-liberal principles that reversed many of Muldoon’s policies. The reforms were wide reaching and swiftly implemented so that one change was scarcely announced before the next was under way. The dollar was floated, the labour laws were reformed, state-owned enterprises were set up and run on business lines before being sold off to private companies often from overseas, government subsidies to farmers were removed, the market determined interest rates, and so on. Private enterprise, competition, freedom from state intervention, and markets were catch cries. When Labour won a second term in the 1987 elections, education became a target for reform. Prime Minister Lange took the education portfolio and set up a task force of five members under the chairmanship of supermarket magnate, Brian Picot, to consider the administration of education. The task force’s report, Administering for Excellence, was presented to government in 1988 and the government’s response to it, Tomorrow’s Schools, was released later in the same year. The Tomorrow’s Schools reforms had only one year of operation in 1990 before they were taken a step further by legislation enacted by the National government following its win in the 1990 elections. Prior to 1988, New Zealand education was run from the country’s capital, Wellington, by a centralized, bureaucratic Department of Education that determined approximately 90% of school expenditure. The rules and procedures that governed the conduct of school administration were centrally determined, there was centralized bargaining over teachers’ work conditions, and schools were zoned. In addition, between the Department of Education and the weak school committees in each school, there was an intermediate tier of 10 regional school boards that provided a system of services to the schools in their areas such as appointing staff and providing equipment. Various criticisms were levelled at this system. It was claimed that it tended to be slow and inflexible, that it didn’t encourage innovation, and that it was elitist. Following Picot’s task force, Tomorrow’s Schools, and the National government’s amendments to the legislation after the 1990 elections, a rather different decentralized system emerged. A new "lean and mean" Ministry of Education replaced the old Department of Education and the middle tier of state-provided services was removed with the abolition of the 10 regional school boards. Power was devolved to boards of trustees elected for each school and having responsibility for the governance of their school. So what have been the outcomes of this experiment in New Zealand? In order to examine this question we need to unpack the competing views about the operation of educational markets. Creating markets pro and con Supporters of markets believe that parents have the knowledge needed to make decisions about the schools that best meet their children’s needs and the ability to act on that knowledge. Supporters of markets argue that schools will become more diverse as they seek to establish niche markets for themselves giving families even more choice. Supporters of markets believe that school outcomes are a function of good policy and practice over which schools have full control. Competition in education through choice in the market will lead to improved policy and practice as schools strive to attract their share of students. In a market situation, boards and principals will seek excellence and the quality of teaching will be raised as poor teachers leave (or are removed from) the profession and good teachers’ morale, motivation, and performance are enhanced. Supporters of markets in New Zealand believed that families previously trapped by the "iron cage" of zoning would be emancipated and able to send their children to the schools of their choice, which would have the effect of making schools more socially and ethnically mixed. Parents who had previously shown little interest in their children’s schooling would begin to take a much greater interest as they sought to make choices that would be to their maximum advantage. Those opposing markets in education essentially believe the opposite of the propositions described above. Markets critics think that parents have unequal knowledge about schools and unequal power to send their children to the school of their choice. They argue that knowledge and power are structured by ethnicity and social class and it is the advantaged in terms of material and cultural capital who are able to exercise choice in an educational market while others are effectively unable to choose. As those with power choose popular schools in increasing numbers, so enrolment schemes will be required to limit roll numbers and the balance of power in the choice process shifts from the family to the school. Because working-class parents have little real choice, their interest in education will not increase and schools will not become more diverse. Rather, as the competition for credentials ever intensifies, schools will be mainly judged on their credential outcomes. Schools with enrolment schemes will tend to select the socially advantaged because this enhances their position in the popularity stakes as these students are the ones who will do well in the race for credentials and so will enhance the school’s reputation. The consequence of this is that, rather than becoming more ethnically and socially mixed, schools will become increasingly segregated along ethnic and social lines. Schools in working-class areas will run the risk of entering a spiral of decline as better-off students leave for middle-class schools. As student numbers drop, so too do funding, teacher and student morale, and finally performance so that the market is inimical to excellence in such schools. Opponents of markets believe that boards, principals, and teachers have little control over the factors that affect school outcomes and so there is little they can do to turn a school around once the school’s reputation has been weakened. What the research says The Smithfield Project was initiated in January 1992 under contract to the Ministry of Education as a longitudinal study of the impact of the reforms on education. During the first two years, we gathered information intended to help us answer the question: What are the consequences of the creation of educational markets for parental choice? During the next three years, the focus was on answering the question What is the impact of educational markets on schools’ policies and performances? The results of the project have been published in Lauder and Hughes, et al. (1999) and space limitations mean that only a brief introduction to the findings can be given here. Another recent text on the New Zealand situation is Fiske and Ladd (2000). Are parents equal in their ability to exercise choice in educational markets? We found that parents from different socio-economic backgrounds had the same aspirations for their children. Almost two-thirds of the families in each of the three social groups we studied wanted their children to go to the most prestigious set of schools and only about five percent in each group wanted their children to go to the least prestigious set of schools. However, at every step in the process of getting their children enrolled in a school, the socially less advantaged were "cooled out." The students from privileged backgrounds were three times more likely than their disadvantaged peers to get into a school in the most prestigious set of schools and four times less likely to attend one in the least prestigious set. The reasons for this are complex, but one thing we investigated was whether enrolment schemes enable prestigious schools to discriminate on the basis of social background. The schools in the most prestigious set all operated enrolment schemes. We found that whereas 88% of the applications to schools with enrolment schemes from the most socially advantaged families resulted in acceptances, only 72% of the applications from the least socially advantaged were successful. Now, these percentages take no account of the achievement of the students, which may have been influential in the process of selection by schools. So, we undertook an analysis to control for prior student achievement and found that the previous relationship held up. We are not saying that schools consciously discriminated, but the net effect of their enrolment schemes was that they did. We also studied the effects of ethnicity on the probability of being accepted by a prestigious school. We investigated four ethnic groups controlling for socio-economic status and prior achievement. Our findings showed that students from the indigenous Maori population were least likely to be accepted while students from the dominant "white" majority were most likely to be accepted. The conclusion, then, must be that while parents do seem to have equal knowledge about schools, those from different SES and ethnic groups have markedly different power to send their children to the school of their choice. It is clear then that on this point the results are decisive in favour of the anti-market position. Do education markets drive up school performance? The pro-market belief is that differences in school composition will reduce as parents who have equal knowledge and power in the market make their choices. Given the results found in the previous section it would not be too surprising if we did not find this effect. To investigate the situation, we studied the intakes of a set of schools between 1990 (the year before the reforms first came into effect) and 1995 (when they had been in effect for five years). We looked to see who attended their local school and who bypassed their local school for an adjacent school. An adjacent school was defined as clearly not the local school and requiring some travel to attend. Our results showed that students were indeed more likely to attend an adjacent school in 1995 than in 1990. However, when we looked at the SES of the students who bypassed the local school relative to the SES of their communities, we found it was the socially advantaged who were moving. If those who are relatively advantaged tend to move to an adjacent school while the relatively disadvantaged tend to stay behind we would not expect choice to equalize the social and ethnic mix of schools. We can get a clearer picture of what happened by looking at two particular schools in the same general area that fared very differently when market conditions were introduced. Prior to the introduction of the market, the school we called Kea was solidly working class, with large numbers of Maori and Pacific Islands students, while the school we called Takahe had a high proportion of middle-class, white students. By 1995, Kea’s intake was not much more than a quarter of what it had been in 1990 as students bypassed the school. By way of contrast, Takahe’s roll was stable over the period. Takahe had an enrolment scheme that enabled it to choose its intake and this clearly allowed it to sustain its relatively elite roll. The mean socio-economic status of its students remained constant over the period and its ethnic composition was unchanged. Kea’s composition, on the other hand, changed dramatically. Its already low mean socio-economic status fell even further as "relatively" advantaged students bypassed the school and its ethnic mix altered substantially so that by 1995 all of its students were from Pacific Islands or indigenous Maori backgrounds. The conclusion we reached from our analyses is that markets do indeed polarize school intakes contrary to the predictions of supporters of markets. Do education markets drive up school performance? Does competition raise educational performance or polarize it? We have seen that intakes tend to be polarized. The central question, then, is what impact, if any, is this likely to have on school performance? As we have discussed, market proponents believe that a school should be able to make a difference irrespective of the student composition of the school. In contrast, market critics see the student composition of a school as crucial to its exam success. In order to better understand school outcomes, we conducted school effectiveness studies in the Smithfield schools. Of most interest to the question we were trying to answer we found that the mix of the students in the school and the stability of the school roll were significantly related to pupil outcomes. Schools such as Takahe that had high proportions of advantaged students and stable rolls were advantaged in comparison with schools such as Kea with high proportions of disadvantaged students and falling rolls. The overall conclusion we reached is that markets do have an impact on school performance but they have not produced the outcomes predicted by market proponents. In particular, schools that have lost a well-balanced social class mix of students will have suffered a decline in their performance, partly because of increasing proportions of students from disadvantaged backgrounds and partly through the instability they will have experienced through the decline, sometimes dramatic, in their school rolls. Conclusion On balance, our results suggest that school choice within a market context in New Zealand has had effects more consistent with the predictions of the opponents of choice than those who supported its introduction. At least some of the difficulties are being recognized politically. The Education Amendment Act No. 2 enacted by the National Party in 1998 softened some of the provisions of the original legislation and the new Labour-led coalition government elected in 1999 is making further changes intended to ameliorate some of the worst features of the original market system. David Hughes is a senior lecturer in education, University of Canterbury, New Zealand, and director of the Curriculum, Evaluation and Management Centre, New Zealand. Hugh Lauder is a professor of education and political economy, University of Bath. References  Fiske, E., & Ladd, H. (2000). When schools compete. Washington, DC: Brookings Institution Press. Lauder, H., Hughes, D., Watson, S., Waslander, S., Thrupp, M., Strathdee, R., Simiyu, I., Dupuis, A., McGlinn, J., & Hamlin, J. (1999). Trading in futures: Why markets in education don’t work. Buckingham, UK: Open University Press. Ministry of Education (1988). Tomorrow’s schools. Wellington: Government Printer. Picot, B., Ramsay, P., Rosemergy, M., Wereta, W., & Wise, C. (1988). Administering for excellence. Wellington: Department of Education. Source: Reprinted with permission from Orbit Magazine, Vol. 32, No. 1 "Is Greater Accountability for Schools a Good Thing for Kids?" To order Orbit: www.oise.utoronto.ca/orbit or 416-923-6641, ext. 2533.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=25054,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 4, January/February 2012   President’s message  By Susan Lambert   What to make of the BC Education Plan? If we are truly talking about individualizing learning and ensuring that the content of the curriculum is informed by student interests and passions, teachers can wholly endorse the approach. Trimming the number of PLOs and focussing more importance on higher level thinking skills to allow for deeper learning and understanding are innovations that have been called for by teachers for some time. Teaching students to use technology safely and wisely as a tool and not an end in and of itself is an admirable objective. Teaching the skills of critical appraisal, collaborative decision-making and action and teaching the confidence necessary to respectfully challenge authority are essential if we are to foster a generation of young people, able, like those in the Occupy movement, to act as both the conscience and the creators of a better world. We have one of the very best public education systems in the world in BC and that excellence is largely due to the excellence of the teachers of British Columbia. So when teachers are characterized as the impediments to the plan we begin to wonder what motivates it and what are its intended outcomes. There’s a set pattern to the educational reform that has devastated public education in the US. We readily identify themes: “fix the teacher” (attacks on teacher competence, merit pay, scripted lessons/standardization, mandatory re-certification, the theme of teachers stuck using 19th century methods in an agrarian/industrial model inappropriate in the 21st century), underfunding (cuts to service, increased class sizes, teachers described as overpaid and underworked), collective agreements and teacher unions as obstacles to progress, “flexibility and choice,” standardization, testing and ranking, an over-reliance on technology as panacea, and privatization as hallmarks of these American reforms. When we see these same themes surface in the vague ideas presented in BC’s Education Plan, our wonder turns to worry. Why is teacher competence such a focus? How can this plan be implemented without funding? How can a government with the highest child poverty rates in the country propose to allow students to “bring their own devices” and receive credit for courses obtained through the private sector? And when government comes to our bargaining table to assert that rights in our collective agreement are obstacles to implementing this plan our concerns are realized. The right to seniority that assures increased security of employment with increased service, the right to due process that insures transparency and fairness in evaluation, discipline, and dismissal, and the rights to professional autonomy in our practice are fundamental to a respectful and dignified workplace. These rights foster collegiality and collaboration. And collegial collaborative relationships are critical to sound educational practice and to the continuous implementation of change that must characterize education in any century. What kind of educational change requires us to give up our rights to bargain basic working conditions— class size, class composition, and learning specialist ratios and caseloads? What kind of educational change requires us to give up professional autonomy, due-process and fair-practice clause language that guarantee we will be treated respectfully in our work places? What kind of educational change is built on a managerial model of supervision, control, and surveillance, more reminiscent of the 19th century? Educational change must be shaped by teachers and it must respect the profession. To impose change on a resistant profession is not only profoundly disrespectful it is to court disaster. Teachers are on strike because we are proverbially up to our necks in alligators. We no longer have the conditions necessary to do our work. It’s government’s responsibility to drain this swamp, fix this mess, and show some respect for the work teachers do. We must be able to bargain a collective agreement. Then, government must invite the profession as equal and willing partners to develop and implement continuous and exciting new visions for public education. Susan Lambert, BCTF president   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2014/09/response-to-sandy-garossino.html?showComment0751410998842073,Staffroom Confidential: Response to Sandy Garossino Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Wednesday, September 17, 2014 Response to Sandy Garossino A number of teachers have pointed to a string of tweets by Sandy Garossino, who spoke so eloquently about the meaning of Justice Griffin's decision during our strike. I very much respect and appreciate her support for teachers and careful explanation of the court case to the public. However I do disagree with her analysis on our bargaining situation. Here are my responses to her arguments: My assessment is that what you achieved is very close to the highest negotiated settlement possible for you, if not the highest. #bced At the decisive moments it is very normal for those who are taking risks to feel nervous, fearful and uncertain. The art of negotiation is not to blink just at this moment. Yes, this government has a very different agenda than teachers. Yes, this is an extremely difficult bargaining situation. But teachers, workers and citizens have not ever made substantial gains in easy conditions. It always takes risk and sacrifice to win improvements to public services. The history of the labour movement demonstrates that taking risks in seemingly impossible situations is what has won historic gains. The eight hour day, maternity leave, health and safety rights - none of these came easily. We are in an era of massive inequality in which the small few who benefit from privatizing public services are pushing very hard to substantively undermine public education. This isn't just in BC, it is around the world, typified in the Global Education Reform Movement (GERM). It won't be easy, but we will never win if we don't try. One of the most destructive aspects of litigation is the fantasy that there's a clear or certain path to victory & you just hv to find it. I actually don't usually support legal strategies to make gains for public services - I agree they are limited. But the path of the tentative agreement is exactly the one government wants: Limited new monies for public education (which can be taken somewhere else...through yet more downloading of costs onto school boards); silencing the most eloquent critics of privatization and underfunding, the teachers, for five years; eliminating the need to ever implement the court case in the event government loses. I don't have illusions in a clear or certain path. But every victory requires risk and courage. If you never take that path, you never reach your goal. Teachers: You have a LOT TO LOSE if you reject this deal and proceed directly to appeal. This cannot be overstated. #bcpoli #bced We have a lot to lose if we do take this deal. More educational change aimed at privatizing a public system with no teacher action/negotiations to challenge those changes; More years of chronic underfunding, teacher stress and burnout and lost opportunities for children; A repeat of this bargaining round when the "re-opener" happens if we win the court case. I am not convinced this deal is any/much better than a legislated agreement which would be the absolute worst case scenario. They cannot legislate away the court decision - it would be illegal and would hurt their case on appeal. I have no trust that the small additional dollars in the Education Fund will translate into more teachers. It is fundamentally the same as the LIF, and during the years of the LIF, teacher numbers have decreased. This is what our own union has documented. Now is not the time to blink. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 10:43 AM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 12 comments: Greg McLeodSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:07 AM I'm not a teacher, but I think teachers have to vote no to this deal. If members aren't financially able to keep striking, voting no and returning to work under no contract is a better option than agreeing to a "re-opener", or anything else that threatens having the class size and composition language reinstated.ReplyDelete M NelsonSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:26 PM I agree. Once again, our union is willing to settle for too little, too soon. We need new union leadership.ReplyDelete Replies RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 4:51 PM The opposite. The government could wait much longer than teachers could. If you're unhappy with the deal you should ask your union leadership why they thought it was a good idea to go into a prolonged strike without a strike fund. There's a lot that can be accomplished in the negotiations, but I think it was always unrealistic for the BCTF to think it could overturn the results of the election through job action.Delete Reply BlairSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:43 PM Tara, your answer to tweet three doesn't consider the reality that a lot of younger teachers and two-teacher families faced which was that a fight to the death was going to be a lot worse on the teachers' side than on the government's. The government is not going to the polls for two-three years but teachers need to pay bills right now. We are lucky to be a one teacher, one non-teacher family. Between one earner and with savings we might make it to December before we had mortgage issues. We have friends who will not make it to October, let alone December. The old adage about taking what you can now and living to fight another day really looks pretty reasonable in our household. Your suggestion that we vote no and go back to work is not likely to work because right now the government knows they are in the best position they will ever be to hold the BCTF's feet to the fire. They have no need to let Teachers go back to work without a contract because they would be able to wave a red flag to the public blaming teachers for any continued strike. They would also thrive on the weakness of a union that went into a strike with no strike fund and then couldn't get their teachers to vote for the agreed-upon deal. It would be the perfect opportunity to break the BCTF once and for all. ReplyDelete Replies Carol SapergiaSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:56 PM I don't see the government locking us out if we went back without a contract... wouldn't that just garner support for teachers (those we.may lose briefly for voting no on the deal tomorrow)?Delete BlairSeptember 17, 2014 at 2:06 PM It would certainly garner support for the teachers....in the long run. But in the short run the gov't would have a boost because the teachers' voted against their negotiating team/executive's recommendations. Most importantly, the gov't doesn't need to last a long time. As I noted, finances are so bad for a lot of teachers that another three-four weeks is all it will take to bankrupt a small but not-too-small percentage of the membership. Those teachers are not going down without a fight and if they feel it was the union that failed them the results could be problematic for the BCTF. Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:07 PM There would only be a partial lockout if the teachers return to limited job action. Without that I highly doubt the government would do anything of the sort.Delete Reply UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:09 PM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete René MarcelSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:08 PM I have listened to Glen Hansman's comments placed insensitively as "counterpoint" to Tara's on CBC radio. I've watched video clips from both sides, from teachers, and parents and read what I can of the details of our agreement for ratification. I found out that Vince Ready pushed hard for a deal with a threat that the momentum would lost because he had to fly back east to Toronto on Tuesday for a few days. My soccer friends have asked me if it's a good deal. My wife knows that the money put into this deal comes almost entirely from the money saved by not paying teachers on picket lines. Then my 12 year-old son asked me a question that has both bothered me and helped me to decide which way I will vote. He asked, "So dad, if we go back to school will there still be (like) thirty kids and EA's coming in and out of my class all the time?" Thank you Tara for being a voice that reflects the long term reason why we stand up for public education. The Committee should be recommending that we go back to work and vote "no" so that our chance of having the better working conditions we had prior to 2002 can exist for our future grads, including my sons.ReplyDelete inschoinschoolSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:30 PM Class size and composition were the key points that we went out for, and should be the key consideration in deciding to go back (by voting yes). It would be unrealistic to think that in this round of negotiation we would be able to dramatically affect them, but what we did accomplish is the ability to maintain the fight when the clear objective of the government was to gain complete control over class size and composition. We thwarted that attempt, and kept the path open for the court case to run its course. Moreover, we gained clear language in the re-opener clause that the starting point of negotiations will from the stripped 2002 language. That's a big win. In this round, governments starting point was from the current, but ironically non-existant language struck by Justice Griffin. Add to that the thwarting of changes to teacher evaluation, and calendar and hours of work, and I think our bargaining team made a significant accomplishment. I don't for a second believe that we made enough gains to "fix" the system, give students the support they deserve, or pay teachers enough to maintain purchasing power. But I do believe that if we vote no, we open the door for big losses. Both in terms of control of the education system, and public support. I'm happy to take our modest gains, live to fight another day, and carry the support we've mobilized for continued pressure to make positive changes to public education. I'll be voting yes.ReplyDelete Replies René MarcelSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:51 PM The re-opener clause is a benefit only to the employer as it has been used by them since at least 1992 and, in this particular agreement proposal sets out to limit the ability of the union to use the court decision(s) to set negotiations on class size and composition from the standards and formula set prior to 2002. It is, as a colleague put it, "E80 with lipstick." Delete Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:54 PM The "starting point" is useless if it isn't implemented. Government just has to wait us out, which they love to do, because we get no pay increases while that happens. We've had the right to bargain CSC since 2013. Bill 22 actually put it back after two years. The reopener is not a "big win". It is a concession. What we want is if the court puts the language back, to have the language back. With the reopener, if the court puts the language back, we have to bargain the language back. That's less likely then than it would be today. There is not much to lose in this agreement. 10 minutes prep for elementary and $275 in benefit improvements. That's all I see.Delete Reply Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ▼  September (9) Reflections on the BC Teacher Strike BC Teacher strike - Lessons learned Response to Sandy Garossino Will the Education Fund improve classroom conditio... Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Class composition: a human rights perspective Class size and composition - a short visual histor... Guest post - I WILL HOLD THE LINE Teachers - let your leadership know it is time to ... ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140925,bcparentinfo.ca,http://bcparentinfo.ca/parent-support-resources/,PARENT SUPPORT - NOW OPEN FOR REGISTRATION - BC Parent Info    Learning Resources Student Achievement Parent Support Latest News Latest News Parent Support Student Achievement Learning Resources Questions about back to school? CLICK HERE PARENT SUPPORT – NOW OPEN FOR REGISTRATION CLICK HERE TO REGISTER FOR THE TEMPORARY SUPPORT PAYMENT FOR PARENTS The Ministry of Finance has announced the Temporary Education Support for Parents to help with learning and supervision during the labour disruption.   The temporary education support payment of $40 a day will be paid from Sept. 2, 2014, and will continue up to and including the day teachers ratify the agreement.     Please register ONLY once for the duration of the labour disruption.  Parents should NOT register for each day of the labour disruption.  A delay in issuing the payment will result if more than one registration form is completed.  If you make a mistake please contact us at 1 877 387-3332 or 250 387-3332 and we will make the correction.     1. What is the purpose of the Temporary Education Support for Parents?   The purpose of the support payment is to help ease the impact of school closures due to the labour disruption. The payment is meant to help parents with the added cost of learning and supervision.   2. Who is eligible to receive the payment?   The parent or the primary caregiver, who we will refer to as the parent, of eligible students 12 years old and under attending B.C. public schools is eligible to receive the payment.   3. Who is a primary caregiver?   The primary caregiver is the person responsible for the day to day care and upbringing of the student for the majority of the time. While usually the parent, a primary caregiver could also be a: step-parent legal guardian adoptive parent, including a parent that hasn’t yet completed the adoption process but the student lives with them foster parent family member who normally cares for the student, such as a grandparent host parent for international students caregiver under a temporary custody arrangement   Payment:   4. How much will parents receive?   The temporary education support payment of $40 a day will be paid from Sept. 2, 2014 to Sept. 18, 2014 – the day teachers ratified the agreement.   Parents are eligible for payments covering 13 days, meaning a total of $520 for each eligible child. A family with two eligible students will receive $1,040.   5. When will I receive my payment?   We expect most payments will be sent out by the end of October. Additional time will be required in order to confirm with school districts the enrollment of students attending kindergarten and students who are new to BC public schools.   6. When can parents of kindergarten students and students who are new to the B.C. public school system expect to receive their cheques?   Additional time is required for these students in order to confirm their enrollment with school districts. We anticipate cheques will be mailed out later in the fall.   7. How will I receive the payment?   A cheque will be issued and mailed to the address on the registration form.   8. I have registered for the Temporary Education Support for Parents payment.  Will I be paid $40 each day for my child  since the labour disruption began in June?   No. The temporary education support payment of $40 a day will be paid from Sept. 2, 2014 to Sept. 18, 2014 – the day teachers ratified the agreement.   8. Will I have to send any receipts to receive the payment?   No, parents do not have to submit receipts to receive the payment.   10. Is the payment taxable?   The payment is not taxable and does not have to be included on your income tax return.   11. How will the payment affect my taxable income?   The payment is not taxable and does not impact those receiving other provincial or federal support assistance or benefits, such as: income assistance child care, housing or medical service plan subsidies Fair PharmaCare coverage BC Early Childhood Tax Benefit BC Low Income Climate Action Tax Credit Sales Tax Credit GST credit Canada Child Tax Benefit  12. Can the payment be assigned to another person?   No, the payment cannot be assigned to another person. Only the parent of the eligible student can register for the payment.   13. Can my child apply for the payment?   No, only the parent of the eligible student can register for the payment.   14. Is parent support available to lower income families?   Lower income parents who currently receive child care subsidies from the Ministry of Children and Family Development are eligible to continue receiving the full-day subsidy rate until school re-opens.   15. Will the payment affect income or disability assistance?   The payment will not affect income or disability assistance.   16. Are funds available for high school students for tutoring?   No, the payment is a one-time payment available to parents of students 12 and under who are attending B.C. public schools.   17. Is the payment first-come, first-served by registration date until funds are depleted?   No, as long as you are the eligible parent of an eligible student, you are entitled to the payment if you meet all of the eligibility criteria.   18. Will there be interest paid on the payment from the time I register to the time a cheque is issued?   Interest will not be paid on the payment.   19. I would like my cheque to be deposited into my account. Which form do I complete to make this request?   Direct deposit is not available for this program.   20. I am facing financial hardships. Can I come to your office and pick up the cheque?   We are unable to accommodate this request due to the high volume of payments being made.   21. Why was a debt I owed to the Canada Revenue Agency deducted from my payment? Can you legally do that?   If the Province of B.C. receives court approved documents requiring that payments be redirected from being paid to you to being paid to another agency such as the Canada Revenue Agency, the Province has an obligation to divert the funds. It is not a choice.   22. What types of debt can you deduct from my payment?   The majority of court orders received are for the Canada Revenue Agency and for Family Maintenance. Other cases may be where monies are owed to a government entity, owed to the Province of B.C., or in the case of a bankruptcy process where all payments must be diverted to the receiver.   23. I owe a debt to the Canada Revenue Agency. The court order states that 40% will be diverted from payments. I am experiencing financial hardship. Can you lower the rate to be applied against my payment?   No, the terms of the payment are set by the terms of the court order. Any request to negotiate a change in a court order must be done by the debtor through their legal channels and cannot be changed.   Registration:   24. How do I register?   You can register by completing a simple online form. The link for the registration can be found at: bcparentinfo.ca   25. I don’t have access to the internet. Can I complete a paper registration form?   A paper registration form will be available for parents who are not able to access the online registration. Paper forms take longer to process as they need to be manually entered into the registration system.   You can get a paper registration form by contacting us at: 1 -877-387-3332 (toll free) 250 387-3332 (Victoria) TESP@gov.bc.ca If you email us, include your mailing address so we know where to send your form.   26. Where do I mail my registration form?   Mail your completed paper registration form to us at:   Temporary Education Support for Parents Ministry of Finance PO Box 9444 Stn Prov Govt Victoria, BC V8W 9W8   27. Can I fax or email my registration form?   No, if you cannot complete the online registration form, original paper registration forms are required.   28. I am having problems completing my registration form. Who do I contact?   Please contact us at toll-free at 1 -877-387-3332 or at 250 387-3332 (Victoria) or by email at TESP@gov.bc.ca   29. I have moved since completing my registration form. How do I inform you about the change of address?   Please contact us toll-free at 1 -877-387-3332 or at 250 387-3332 (Victoria) or by email at TESP@gov.bc.ca to notify us of the change. We will update your information for you.   30. I made a mistake when I completed the registration. How do I make the change?   Please contact us toll-free at 1 -877-387-3332 or at 250 387-3332 (Victoria) or by email at TESP@gov.bc.ca to make the correction. We will update your information for you. Once an online registration has been entered in the registration system, you will not be able to go back and change it.   31. Where can I get my child’s Provincial Education Number (PEN)?   Please refer to the Ministry of Education website at https://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/pen/student/penobtain.htm for how to get your child’s PEN.   32. How will I know if my online registration form was submitted?   You will receive a confirmation at the end of the registration process.   33. When is the deadline to register?   Eligible parents will have until the end of January 2015 to register for the payment. Registrations will not be accepted after the deadline.   34. Why do I need to register? Doesn’t my child’s school have the information you need?   Parents must register to provide consent for the Ministry of Finance to use Ministry of Education information to verify each student’s enrollment in a B.C. public school. Registration will also ensure that the payment is mailed to your current address.   35. What is the authentication process?   The Ministry of Finance will work with the Ministry of Education to confirm each student is enrolled in a BC public school. The Ministry of Finance will also implement validation procedures to identify duplicate and ineligible registrations.   36. How will my personal information be protected in the online registration system?   The software used for your online registration is also used by people and businesses providing personal information and making payments to many areas of government. The software has been tested and is secure. We take the protection of your privacy very seriously.   37. Do I have to enrol my child in a childcare program to be eligible?   Parents do not have to register their children in a childcare program be eligible for the payment.   Eligibility of Parents:   38. I am divorced or separated. Which parent receives the payment?   Parents must decide which parent will register for the payment. Payments will be issued to one parent only. Once the payment has been issued, parents can decide among themselves how to split the payment, if needed.   39. What is a shared custody?   Shared custody exists when a child lives with two different individuals in separate residences.   Shared-custody parents must: live with the child on an equal or near-equal basis, and be primarily responsible for the child’s care and upbringing when living with the child.   40. I am in a shared custody situation. How will my payment be calculated?   Parents must decide which parent will register for the payment. Payments will be issued to one parent only. Once the payment has been issued, parents can decide among themselves how to split the payment, if needed.   41. I’m a stay at home parent. Do I qualify to receive the payment?   As long as you are the parent of a student 12 and under attending a B.C. public school, you qualify to receive the payment.   42. I am a public school teacher with 2 eligible children. Am I eligible for the payment?   Yes, all parents are eligible for the payment if they meet all other eligibility criteria.   43. I have a child placed in my home for the purpose of adoption. Am I eligible for the payment?   Yes, you are eligible for the payment if you meet all other eligibility criteria.   44. I am a foster parent for a 10 year old student attending a B.C. public school. Am I eligible to receive the payment?   Yes, you are eligible for the payment if you meet all other eligibility criteria.   45. If I was a foster parent for a student from May 1, 2014 to August 31, 2014 and meet all of the eligibility criteria, am I eligible for the payment?   No, you are not eligible for the payment as the student was not in your care on September 2. The student must be in your care on September 2, 2014 and onward.   46. I have a student in my home under a temporary custody arrangement. Am I eligible for the payment?   Yes, you are eligible for the payment if the student is in your care on September 2, 2014 and both you and the student meet the other eligibility criteria.   47. I have 2 foster children with me during part of the labor disruption period.   Can you tell me how much I will receive?   Assuming you meet all the other eligibility criteria, you will receive $40 for each student for each day the students were in your care from Sept.2, 2014 until Sept 18, 2014 for a total of $520 per student.   Eligibility of Students:   48. Why don’t students over 12 qualify?   It is usually families with younger children who face the biggest disruptions in the event of a school closure. That’s why the support payment is targeted to those with students 12 years old and under.   49. My children are home schooled. Are home schooled children eligible?   If homeschoolers have children enrolled in courses through the public school system, they may be eligible for the payment. Families that homeschool exclusively by parents who provide the curriculum will not be eligible. Parents who are unsure can contact Service BC: Vancouver:604-660-2421 Victoria:250-387-6121 Elsewhere in B.C.:1-800-663-7867   50. My child is attending an independent/private school in B.C. Is my child eligible?   Only students registered in B.C. public schools are eligible.   51. I have an 11 year old special needs child attending a B.C. public school part time. Is my child eligible?   Yes, your child is eligible if your child is 12 or under and attending a B.C. public school.   52. Is parent support available to families with special needs children?   The Ministry of Children and Family Development is providing Supported Childhood Development funding to cover in-school hours for families with special needs children currently accessing services.   All contracted agencies that deliver Supported Childhood Development supports to families with children with special needs have been informed. Families should contact their service provider to learn more.   53. I have a First Nations child attending a B.C. public school. Is my child eligible?   Your child is eligible if your child is 12 or under and attending a B.C. public school.   54. My child is attending a First Nations School. Is my child eligible?   No, your child is not eligible as only students registered in B.C. public schools are eligible.   55. My child is attending a distance learning program in B.C. Is my child eligible?   Yes, a student attending a public distance learning program in B.C. is eligible if the student is 12 or under. A student attending an independent learning program in B.C. is not eligible.   56. My child is attending a B.C. public school as an international student. Is my child eligible?   Yes, an international student is eligible as long as the student is 12 or under and attending a B.C. public school.   57. My child will be attending a StrongStart BC Program. Is my child eligible?   No, your child is not eligible because StrongStart BC programs are for children not yet eligible for kindergarten entry.   57. My child is starting kindergarten in the 2014/2015 school year. Will it take longer to receive the payment?   Additional time will be required in order to confirm enrollment and issue payments for students attending kindergarten and students who are new to B.C. public schools.    59. Is it possible for my 4 year old child to enter kindergarten in the 2014/2015 school year?   Students must turn 5 years old by December 31, 2014 to be able to enroll in kindergarten for the 2014/15 school year. If your child is enrolled in kindergarten at a B.C. public school for September 2014, your child is eligible.   60. My child attended private school during the 2013/2014 school year and is enrolling in a B.C. public school for the 2014/2015 school year. Is my child eligible?   Yes, your child is eligible if your child is 12 or under. Additional time will be required in order to confirm enrollment and issue payments for students attending kindergarten and students who are new to B.C. public schools.   61. My child is turning 5 by the end of December 2014 but I don’t think he’s ready for kindergarten this year. Is my child eligible?   No, your child must be enrolled in a B.C. public school.   62. My child is turning 13 on November 7, 2014. Is my child eligible?   Yes, your child is eligible if your child is 12 or under on or before September 2, 2014.   63. My child is 13 years old as of August 31, 2014, attending Grade 8 in a B.C. public school for the 2014/2015 school year. Is my child eligible?   No, your child is not eligible if your child is 13 on or before September 2, 2014.   For more information about registration, please contact: 1 877 387-3332 or 250 387-3332   Share This  Copyright Disclaimer Privacy Copyright Disclaimer Privacy)
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(20141006,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2014/09/tentative-agreement-yes-or-no.html?showComment0751410965392783,Staffroom Confidential: Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, September 16, 2014 Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Despite what I know was a herculean effort on the part of our bargaining team, I very much hope that BC teachers will vote no to the tentative agreement. After five weeks of strike, and twelve years of legal battles, this is not the deal that will restore sanity to public education and it is not a fair deal for teachers and students. Just as teachers in Saskatchewan rejected a deal to ensure a better outcome, I hope BC teachers will consider a no vote to let our team know we have to go back to the bargaining table. Class size, composition The agreement provided a modified LIF fund starting at $75 million per year and increasing to $85 by the last year. It is for teachers only, which will mean a slight improvement in Districts where sizeable portions were spent on Education Assistants or senior District staff rather than teachers. However, in an average size District like Victoria (20,000 students, 1,000 teachers), this will translate into about 5-10 more teachers. That is one for every five schools. To put it in comparison, Justice Griffin's judgement estimated the lost funding due to lost class size language at about $330 million in current dollars. (Read more here about the proposed Education Fund.) I heard so many teachers speak up about the need to ensure that we do not return to over-crowded classes when the strike ends. This agreement does very little to alleviate what is the most pressing issue. Throwing away the court victory The agreement provides a "reopener" in the event we win on appeal our class size language. What this means is that the language returns, but is not implemented until new language is negotiated. Without the actual implementation of the returned language, there will be very little incentive for the government to bargain it back. We would essentially be back in the very same position we are in today, with government trying to bargain it out and us trying to bargain it back in. In my opinion, even if we were legislated back to work we would be in a superior position. If we won the appeal the government would then be forced to implement the language. We are thus throwing away our historic court victory and the bargaining pressure it potentially creates. The reopener is really only mildly less offensive than E80. In both cases, we have to bargain back what was illegally taken from our contract and the government will probably never have to restore it. In fact, the "reopener" creates the perfect opportunity for government to lock us out to try and force us to agree to something far inferior. Throwing away the remedy for the last twelve years The agreement provides $105 million to compensate for grievances over-sized classes for the last twelve years. Using Justice Griffin's estimates, our loss is roughly $300 million times 12 = over $3 billion. I cannot fathom how $105 million is a fair compromise. The BCTF's original proposal to put this money back into the system was a more fair and productive approach. This agreement means we can no longer go to the courts for a fair remedy. Wages The agreement is very close to government's original offer. While I would be willing to accept this if the class size language was returned, teachers should not be taking such a significant monetary loss without the commensurate gain in working conditions. We have lost roughly 12% of our annual salary. We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut. Minimal improvements There are very minimal improvements in preparation time for elementary teachers (10 minutes per week), and TTOC daily rate. The TTOC daily rate change may depend on your grid placement. It could actually be a wage loss for long term TTOCs who are above category 5 and step 7. There is also $11 million in health and dental benefits. At 40,000 members, this is $275 each. Hardly worth consideration in the context of the rest of the agreement. What next? There are a variety of options if we vote no. We can continue the strike. We can choose to return to work and continue bargaining. We do not, and should not, accept an agreement that doesn't meet our needs and doesn't meet the needs of students and public education. When Saskatchewan teachers rejected the first deal which had 5.5% wage increases over four years, the second deal had 7.3% increases over four years. They have said this still isn't good enough. For us, our main issue is classroom conditions. We need to say this isn't good enough. The way to do that is to vote no. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 7:48 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 124 comments: Troy MooreSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:17 PM The EC recommendation states the open clause will be argued from restored language. However, selling our grievances for nothing as the 105 million is strike savings, is plenty of reason to vote no. Further, no composition caps, but a fund controlled by Superintendents is enough reason to vote no. Thursday I will vote no.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:06 PM Re-opener also says "education fund" in place until new language bargained, so old language can disappear forever.Delete Reply Mme RousseauSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:33 PM Government starved us to death hoping we'd vote yes to whatever deal they'd offer. Planned it from the start.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:07 PM We can sill choose (collectively) to return to work if we reject this deal. Many options.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:09 PM Great analysis, Tara! I think that returning to work would be a bad idea. This will frustrate parents more if they need to find new ways to deal with taking care fo kids. USe the money given to you by the other unions. I am a teacher who had to quit for stress over the terrible condition of work (split FI grade 4/5, several low LD kids with little support, one severe with no support, 2 gifted (no support), and a principal who expected me to teach 2 separate social studies AND science programs)Delete Reply Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:56 PM Good points by all but the gov't succeeded in starving my family out and completly breaking us. I will be voting YES and live to fight another dayReplyDelete Replies schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:21 PM 'Fight another day'? In the last twelve years that we have been pushing back against this government, never has the tide tide been so much with teachers, class size/composition, and public education - and never has the government been pushed back onto the ropes (especially with the call for binding arbitration). What 'other day' is being proposed that we wait for? Now is the time. Vote 'no' and give the BCTF bargaining team a renewed mandate to get a decent deal for students and teachers.Delete Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:10 PM "Another day" means to wake up and realize that 2more weeks means my family of 5 could lose our home. It means I will do all I can to recall Cc, Factbender, and other mla's, and maybe even having "a guy I know" have a chat with them. In year 1 of their reign, I don't believe they even know what "the ropes" are. I will vote YES ...for my family, and I can live with thatDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:12 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply Karen FergusonSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:03 PM Just a question: When the Saskatchewan teachers voted no, had they already been on strike for 5 weeks?ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM No. They are working with no contract. They are not on strike.Delete Shannon DavisSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:23 AM I am a Saskatchewan teacher. We are not on strike; we are currently in the conciliation process after voting "no" to 2 previous offersDelete Reply "Mama Rose"September 16, 2014 at 9:27 PM Can we truly return to work without agreeing and continue bargaining? When I suggested returning to work a few weeks ago, the answer was "being on strike puts pressure on the gov't and without pressure they have no reason to settle." And can you explain more how legislating us back would be better than agreeing to this deal? And finally, why would the BCTF executive put forward a deal that was not a good one?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:30 PM Because they need confirmation of the resolve of the membership to get something better. That is what a no vote does.Delete Reply Troylana MSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:28 PM some great points to ponder, tara......thinking thinking....ReplyDelete schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:43 PM If we vote 'no' to the tentative deal we still have options: We'd not have a contract. But we could... a) strike with full picket lines b) partially strike with phase 1 (work-to-rule) in schools c) partially strike with periodic/rotating job action d) continue negotiating e) return to work and re-escalate strike f) some/all of the above ReplyDelete Replies Caroline MackenzieSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:21 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:14 PM a) will expedite matters (I say less that 3 days)Delete Reply danabjornsonSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:05 PM I am thinking that a legislated, crappier contract would only be in effect for 2 years max (before elections...). If we take this offer, then we will be agreeing to this pseudo-E80. Should we win the court case (which we likely will), we will have to settle on the terms of the THIS negotiated contract which doesn't actually restore learning conditions; it simply allows for those conditions to be negotiated. If we say n, then we default to the 2002 contract, which DOES restore the language. A "yes" vote is saying that we are good on "crumbs"; a "no" vote is saying we want an actual meal. That's my understanding, anyway. Please correct me where I am wrong, Tara. :)ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:44 PM And word is IF they legislate, they could opt to legislate back Grade 10-12 only causing the union to have to lay off all teachers and re-hire based on seniority. That will tear the union at the seams pitting teacher against teacher for those positions. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:17 PM There will be a general strike if that were to happen! They better not do this. They will regret it.Delete Reply imaginefunlearningSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:09 PM Some good points on the background of our fight over the past 12 years, which I have been actively engaged in; however we need to recognize the climate we are in. We are not in Sask. people! We have just come through a very long summer!! We need to thank our @bctf bargaining team & recognize the toll this has taken on all of us & our families. I don't have the luxury of more time on the strike line. This may be as good as it gets. Let's read the agreement and consider getting back to work and making some $ again! That's my 2 cents worth, which would come in really handy right now!!!ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:18 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply RobSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:11 PM Go back in work to rule mode. Work this winter to recall every Liberal MLA. ThAt is the only way to apply pressure to these criminals. ReplyDelete Replies Kate RestonSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:03 PM Recall! Not sure who won the battle but the war is still onDelete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:14 AM Well said Kate... I agree 100%Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:20 PM I think say NO and a better deal will be done in less than 3 days. These guys are not criminals, they are lower than that. I bet they get a sick pleasure in hurting the kids and the teachers.Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:31 PM An official recall is in the works: https://www.facebook.com/groups/316129595235450/?fref=ts Please consider joining.Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:26 AM Leah - do you honestly think anyone who voted BC Liberal did so thinking that they would act any differently on the education file?Delete Reply JJSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:16 PM I am glad to see other members who share my views. I am outraged at a 1.2 percent "raise" in salary per year that doesn't even meet inflation of currently 2%. I feel used and abused.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:23 PM Not to mention all of the other pittance! I am actually surprised that Iker asked teachers to vote on this! Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:18 PM Hi Tara Thanks for the summary! Will we be able to vote NO to the deal, but vote YES to returning to work? Will there be three options when we vote Thursday? Why did the BCTF agree to a substandard deal for us? If we vote no to a deal that was recommended to us, the teachers look like the bad guys and public approval will plummet. I am very disappointed and frustratedReplyDelete Replies KataSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:12 AM Public approval will not necessarily plummet. I have seen strikes where the membership has voted against the executive's "best results to date", and ended up with a better offer. This offer is an insult. The $300 million will not bring funding to the national average (I believe). More importantly, the wage offer is half of the average wage increase for public and private workers (StatsCan). Delete Reply MontySeptember 16, 2014 at 10:19 PM Thank you, Tara. My thoughts too, more clearly expressed. As well, Thursday is too soon to vote, too soon to vote, too soon to vote........ReplyDelete Richard ChalkeSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:21 PM Vote no and lose every shred of public support...just sayin!ReplyDelete Replies UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:31 AM I am a member of the public and would support a "no" vote. js!.Delete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:01 AM Richard Chalke, NO you won't! I am a mother with 3 adopted special needs children who need to be in a class that is designed for them and others like them (my kids are academically slightly delayed but their issues are more social and behavioural) where they can receive the education they deserve taught in a way they can comprehend. I will speak now for all the parents I know, and we will support the teacher's if they continue to fight for our children's best interest.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:28 PM It might not be pretty at first, but once we explain things (and I hope the Mandarin-speaking teachers flood the Richmond organization that voiced their concerns), they will back us. The 3 billions that the judge came to is the first I hear about. This should be stated to every newsmedia comment section in the province. Minimize pickets and flood those outlets with commenters, just like the Liberals do. Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:45 PM I am a member of the public and a single Mother of a child in the public school system. You will NOT lose one bit of my support if you vote no. I know that you are sacrificing so that my child can have a better education, and I am most grateful for it. Having said that, I also know that you are exhausted and broke. I have been dreading that you may have to settle for less than what you (we) deserve because the government succeeded in breaking you. I am not in your shoes, so cannot judge. If the vote is a yes, I understand and I am still behind you. Delete Reply Alison RocheSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:25 PM It is a crap deal. It's always a crap deal. Once you raise the stakes to striking, anything else is a cave in. The last time we walked out was the 3 day illegal strike where I threw away 1200$ and got EXACTLY the same contract I had the year before. The BCTF called it a win because they didn't rip up MORE of my contract. Ridiculous. There are a few of us that believe that working to contract, doing 100% of your teaching job and nothing more (like paying for supplies out of your own pocket or EC) is the only way teachers will survive this government. What if they get re-elected again? Then what? Teachers have lost thousands to these clowns to make "statements" about the state of public education in this province. We can't keep sacrificing ourselves and our families. And in the meantime, you talk to parents about why you have to take this crappy road. Because up until this strike they mostly didn't care about the state of education, but god forbid you didn't run a Sports Day. Then suddenly they wanted to know what the hell was going on. Keep the conversation going in schools. Attend your PAC meetings and stop enabling this govt to underfund and overwork the system. And still get paid!ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:20 AM I am very excited at the prospect of returning to my beloved job on Friday. However I will NOT continue to put my personal money into my classroom and I will be seriously reconsidering my involvement in extra curriculars. I think we shoot ourselves in the foot with all the unpaid work we so willingly volunteer to do. Delete Reply FCSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:38 PM I heard a rumour last week from a loose lipped government insider that after the 22nd, depending on the outcome of the negotiations the Liberals were going to announce a 3 step process. I was not clear if this was based on 3 steps to resolve the strike (perhaps the 3rd step is legislation??) or 3 steps to overhaul the education system, either way, they will settle it outright. I wish you all luck and all the information that you need to make a sound decision of what you feel is best.ReplyDelete Replies Lisa BurrowsSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:53 PM I have heard similar rumours. On the 23rd, the gov. was planning on introducing a $6000 per year voucher system for 3 choices: an academic or trades program, or something called EducationCanada. Not clear whether their intention was to privatize the public system, de-certify teachers and hire them back under new wage/benefits. Not clear where these rumours originated from. Maybe fear tactics to get teachers to vote yes. In any event, I plan on voting yes. I signed up to be a teacher, not a martyr. This strike has cost us a lot. We need to regain our livelihood and hopefully continue the conversation about class composition. We have at least awakened many people to the issue, and the court case is still an avenue that could eventually improve teaching and learning conditions.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:33 PM I urge all teachers to fight and say NO to this deal. Retired teacher who had to retire because horrendous work conditions. Make me proud. They will not last long if you say NO! I know this is tough, but there is money and I hear that Van City does offer loan at low to 0 %. Banks do allow you to miss a mortgage payment. Go talki to your banker.Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM Will school districts require teachers to make up missed days, as suggested in the media? Will the school calendar be changing to make up for the missed three weeks and if so will we be made aware of those changes PRIOR to the vote? ReplyDelete KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:41 PM "Wages..... We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut." And that is the cost of going on strike!!! There is nothing that can be done about that. You cannot go on strike and put up the raise you want every week to compensate for your time on strike - it doesn't work that way.ReplyDelete Replies Drew StevensonSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:59 AM I believe the missing "..." Suggests that they meant to refer to the losses against inflation since the last wage step increase. Thus this contract does not allow us to recover the buying power lost to inflation since the last non contract or "0%" year. Add those up and compare against the proposed increase and you see that by the end of the contract, we won't be able to afford the same value of goods (loaves of bread, watts of energy, litres of gas) that we could at the end of the last contracts term. It was not a comment about wages that were lost in the strike. Those are really small potatoes when compared to the grinding power of inflation over years and years. The next contract will use this latest for a bench mark so these losses to inflation will grind at all teachers for as long as they teach. A death of a thousand cuts to our ability to afford basic goods and services. Any raise less than inflation is a cut to the value placed on us and on our ability to pay our bills. Delete Reply Ed SSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:09 PM Having lost $20,000 (including summer school wages) as the single income for a family of five is far too much; I will be voting YES to the deal, unless the independently wealthy teachers out there who wish to continue the strike will pay my bills and mortgage for me.ReplyDelete Replies Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:14 PM I feel ya. Yes for meDelete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:18 AM Ed S. With all due respect (and I mean that), how did you lose $20,000 in the strike? Teachers were out 2 weeks (all out) before they were supposed to be in June, and now 3 weeks for the start of school? It is my understanding that teachers don't get paid through the summer months. Please correct me if I'm wrong, wherever I'm wrong. Shouldn't you have been financially alright for the summer months at least? Also all teachers knew this strike had a possibility of extending into the new school year but no one teacher budgeted for this possibility? I'm truly just trying to get a clear picture of where this all stems. NO disrespect intended.Delete BlairSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:12 AM Kelly, not Ed but if you look at the numbers there was the 10% lockout haircut in May/June plus the loss of most of June and the loss of much of September. In our 1 teacher (1 non) household we calculated a $9 K - $10 K loss so far. If you add summer school earnings you can easily make the loss in the $20 k zone. As for budgeting, we budget for the summer, but did not expect the 10% haircut, nor the loss of June/Sept days which completely messed our budgeting calculations. A very good friend (single teaching mother) was crushed by the loss of the June income and is without a penny today.Delete Mr. SmoothSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:35 PM The only one who didn't get a haircut was Jim Iker... and he needs one more than anyone else. What's with that over-coiffed 70"s mullet Jim? Does wonders for the BCTF brand image!Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:55 PM Jim's hair is not open for discussion in a respectful space like this. As for his salary, he is a teacher who does not get paid when we are on strike.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:04 PM Totally agree!Delete Reply Mr. GSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:24 PM If I thought they could do any better I would agree with voting NO, but you have to be realistic. The BCTF does not use professionals to bargain and always ends up with much less than they promise the membership when asking for a strike vote. While this is not a great deal for teachers, I really think you're fooling yourself if you think it'll get any better.ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:02 AM BCTF needs to be replaced with younger more adept representatives and advocates. Also, we should be hiring professional contract negotiators - you don't go into battle with cut throat corporate types with a wooden knife. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:37 PM This is BAD deal! Say NO to it and show those (expletives) that we will not take it anymore! Come on! Show them that teachers have a spine! They will respect us, oddly!Delete Reply retaSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:51 PM I agree with Richard. Those in the public that are uniformed would be furious, and there are many teachers who just can't afford to use their wages as their voice any longer - too much has already been donated to the government. In my opinion, the deal is pretty lame. I am sitting on the fence.ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:24 AM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:26 AM So true!!! I cannot afford to fight this battle for public education any longer. Why is this my personal and professional obligation??? However I think this deal is weak weak weak. I also think its the best we are going to get. Ideologically I'm on the fence but my wallet will vote YES.Delete Reply SirThinksToo MuchSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:54 PM My wife and I will be voting "Yes" on Thursday for it is the middle path. The easy path would have been for us to go back to school with E-80 & E-81 over our heads. The difficult path would be for us to vote "No" and put our mortgage at risk and having to continue asking retired parents for handouts to feed a family with three kids. The middle path is the wisest choice for us considering the current political climate in which those who do not teach are the quickest to judge it harshly.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:41 PM I understand that this is really tough for you! I almost died teaching a few month ago. I had to quit. Please consider holding on and say no. Remember the short loss in salary will be offset in the LONG-RUn by better salary increase. This is a joke! They will be laughing at you even more if we accept this. This is a very bad deal! However, I do respect your position!Delete Reply DaleSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:16 AM Why would classroom conditions be better on October 9th after being legislated back? We have been outplayed because of our stubborn refusal to outdated, tired old tactics. It is because of these actions that have led us to this terrible deal. Time to reset, regroup and stock up for the long haul. Can't do it if half the members commit hara kiri on themselves. We are a union of professionals not a cult. ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:49 AM Could not agree more.Delete schreck!September 17, 2014 at 9:44 AM Could you please advise which tactics you believe could have been used to secure a superior deal?Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:47 AM Full disclosure: I'm a BC Liberal supporter. The only people who would benefit from a NO vote are the BC Liberals. Teachers would be bargaining with no leverage whatsoever and would be viewed by a large segment of the population as unreasonable. The BC Liberals then get portray themselves as the only party capable of dealing with the BCTF. schreck! says that the BCTF has the government on the ropes, but he couldn't be farther from the truth. The government wants people to view the BCTF as their primary opponent. Disputes like this just shore up the BC Liberal base and protect its right flank. Any half-baked recall campaign will only reinforce that. It's true teachers aren't going to recoup the lost wages from the strike. I would suggest to you that that means this job action was probably not in teachers' interests, especially without any sort of appreciable strike fund. This is the best deal teachers were ever going to get with this government and people should have been able to recognize that in June. If you want my advice (which you probably don't), it would be to spend the next 5 years building up a strike fund, electing better leaders, and hiring a professional negotiating team. Don't bring a knife to a gunfight and expect things to go well. Focus on getting the best deal you can from whoever the government is rather than trying to change the government, the HST, Kinder Morgan or a thousand different issues that distract from education and erode the union's finances further. You'd be doing yourself a favour, and probably doing the NDP a favour at the same time. Also, if schreck! is David Schreck, you can thank his opposition to STV for the last two BC Liberal majorities. I know I do.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:11 PM One step would be to stop making political contributions to the NDP. This only contributes to the childish animosity and lack of trust that has constantly characterized negotiations. How else can the Socreds/Liberals view teachers except as enemies when they so publicly support their opponents. This stupid confrontational immature approach has to STOP!!!!! Education should not be a political fight when it is so obviously a valuable benefit to our society. It was an NDP government that legislated teachers back to work in 1993. Stop making education a political fight.Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:10 PM I don't think they have to go that far. CUPE and the Nurses still contribute to the NDP yet they don't have the same acrimonious relationship. CUPE and the Nurses just make their members their priority, and broader advocacy second.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:55 PM Ryan (possibly a Liberal paid commenter), with all due respect, I disagree with you. The cumulative increase in lieu of this will be better. Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can. I say to Iker, ask for 6% over 3 years because these people love to play the 15% over 15 year game to make it so big on the surface. Some people think that this is 15% every year. Believe me! I have seen it in comment sections. Others believe that the 15% is too high not understanding that they must divide things over the duration of the contract. It is time that we play it smarter. It is time to put the foot down and ask for money given to us by other unions, if it is needed. Banks can accept one late mortgage payment. It would be suicidal for them to not help. Imagine the possible damage if that ever leaks out. They could lose a lot in teacher money. I for one would pull my money out of a bank in support! Teachers are going to show this government that we have a spine! Enough is enough! Aren't you tired of being treated like kids? (Retired teacher who almost died in a car accident because of work conditions that were horrendous. I had to quit.)Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 AM Not paid by the BC Liberals. I pay them actually... :/ I imagine astroturfers of any affiliation wouldn't disclose their bias. "Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can." How did that work in May 2013? If the teachers reject a contract that their own union endorsed, it will make teachers seem unreasonable. Whether that perception is true or fair is irrelevant. It's what will happen, and teachers will be weaker as a result. Take my advice. Build up a strike fund and focus on the internal governance of the BCTF for the next 6 years. You'll be better off for it. Or not. I don't mind you or others making it easier for the party I support to get elected. I'd just rather not see kids and teachers hurt in the process.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:37 AM Ah! The "don't-hurt-kids" card, hey, when you have underfunded education for 12 years! WOW! That takes the cake! Are your trolling? Oh! You are serious? :) Would you be surprised if I don't follow your advice, considering your lack of logic? Would you be surprised if others don't follow your advice? It is ttue that bullies like you and your ilks love to show who is the boss, who is the teacher now! I suspect that is at the root of the problem! No one wants to fail in school! No one wants to get the strap! Sad that today's teachers don't like it too! But, who cares, we are ... teachers! We deserve it! BAH! BAH! BAH!Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:22 PM That's fine. I look forward to another 16 years of BC Liberal government.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:41 PM 16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate! Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan! Sociopaths do that!Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 9:35 AM "16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate!" 16 years of our opponents still don't understand why they lost. Like I said, that's fine with me. If I said the Liberals would be in power for at least another 13 years back in 2004 you probably would have laughed too. Heck, if I told you on May 13 last year that the BC Liberals would be reelected on May 14 you'd probably have laughed too. And you were wrong. Why is that? Answer that question if you want the NDP to win the next election. Without a correct answer to it, the NDP's cause is hopeless. "Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan!" You feel they are flawed, and that's fine. I don't go around calling people who disagree with me sociopaths, nor do I accuse them of being paid shills. But I also don't feel much need to address your ad hominems. There are logical arguments to support your position, but argumentum ad hominem is not one of them. It's a textbook logical fallacy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 1:15 PM Ah! Now I get it! It is all ego-based! You think because you voted the winning party that you are a winner and we are losers! You think because you predicted that the Liberals would win, you are winner. That does not make YOU a winner or the Liberals! It is called DEMOGRAPHICS, you expletives. The baby boomers are getting old and because they have more assets and won't make a whole lot more for too long, they need to vote a govn't who is going to do just that! It is not rocket science! WOW! You think you are so superior when your party stole an election with 47% of the popular vote. That's not a majority and your party should not have been elected. BTW, did you delete from your ethical memory the words Ethnic voting scandal? The field is slanted and you know it. However, you are so willing to minimize, forget the scams and bad fairplay tactics like a sociopath is allowed to minimize or ignore his or victims emotions that you don't see that you are the loser, we are the victim of your constant bullying. 1% wage increases after years of 0% increases and you can justify that when Yahoo reports that the average Canadian can hope to get 2.5% this and next year: https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html You Liberals behave like fascists, but we can't call you that because that's not allowed! Well! Guess what? It is and you are. Live with it! You keep on dreaming you are a genius! :) I am retired, getting soon a nice pension, and laughing at you from a beach somewhere! AHAHA! Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 2:14 PM What's with the name calling Peter? For someone claiming to be retired you really don't show the wisdom of age. For someone who talks about logic, you use logical fallacies like ad hominems a lot too. It's a fair point that the BC Liberals didn't get a majority of the vote (and I'm a very big supporter of electoral reform). The BC Liberals + Conservatives did though, and I don't think it's realistic to expect the BC Conservatives to have been more generous had they been part of government. Last time I checked I just voted. I didn't "victimize" anyone. Perhaps your rage is misplaced. If you think the election was "stolen" I'm afraid I have to question your grasp on reality though. "Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?" I'm glad you'll have a pleasant retirement Peter. I have no ill will towards you. I'm not sure why you think I do. I'm not saying people were *right* to vote BC Liberal. That's a matter of opinion. All I'm saying is people *did* vote BC Liberal. More voted BC Liberal than BC NDP for the last 5 elections in a row actually. You need to understand why that happened in order to change it for the next election. Clearly you're not interested in that though. Which is fair enough. Just remember next time you're upset about something the BC Liberals do that your lack of interest is part of why the BC Liberals get elected at all.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 3:23 PM I love your culture --or the lack of thereof! Guess what, stop thinking averybody is white and must follow your little rules. Namecalling? Sociopath? Whaaaat? And, what if you are? Still can't call you that? :) You fascist right-wingers are big on censorship! I just don't like you giving us lessons on how to get the NDP in. As stated, people are voting right of the NDP because it is a matter of demographics and a little ethnic vote buying on the side. The rest is mumbo jombo. Yes, of course, they will have to go on strike in the future and yes they will have to build a strike fund. The Liberals stole that from the BCTF too! And, you wonder why I don't have any respect for them? Yes, electoral reform is needed! We agree!Delete Reply JJ GeorgeSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:46 AM As a parent, I support the teachers and respect whether they choose to vote yes or no. However I noticed a discrepancy here from other information I've read regarding prep time for elementary teachers. Here it states minimal improvement to prep time - only 10 minutes per week being added. Elsewhere I read that it is 100 minutes per week for prep, increasing by an additional 10 minutes in the final year. That is a significant difference, and worth noting. Or have I completely misunderstood?ReplyDelete Replies Anne-MarieSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:59 AM Elementary teachers currently have 90 minutes of preparation time per week so an increase to 100 minutes per week is only gaining 10 minutes. In other provinces and some private schools they have as much as 45 minutes of prep time per day.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:56 PM Thank you for inquiring!Delete DW ZSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:57 PM You're right JJ George. There is a significant difference around the province regarding preparation times. In my district elementary teachers currently get 100 minutes of prep time. This new proposal is useless to me. I'll have to wait 6 years to gain an extra 10 minutes. Delete Reply UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:11 AM Almost nobody gets cost of living adjustments. Also inflation is NOT 2%. Do some research and look at the CPI for BC over the last 24 months. The average over the last 2 years is 0.7%, not 2%. The CPI changes every month so you cant just look at the highest month and declare that THE inflation rate. Check out the 12 month averages document for the actual numbers. http://www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/StatisticsBySubject/Economy/ConsumerPriceIndex.aspx All that being said I support the teachers. if you think this is a bad deal as a parent my dream would be for the teachers to vote no but continue bargaining because I do think the kids need to be in school and I do fear that the teachers will lose all support if the strike continues. All I ask as a parent is that you do your own research and try not to be swayed by all the opinions. ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:01 AM Inflation for August was 2.1% (http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/economy/cpi-report-expected-to-reveal-rise-in-canadas-core-inflation-rate/article20593943/). The CPI is a year-over-year calculation.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:43 AM Inflation should be looked at as a yearly average, not an individual month.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:34 PM The lawyers do not believe we have compromised our court deal. Our leadership would not have sold us out. We dodged a bullet. The Premier had something loaded even if we are not sure what it was. The idea that we could simply return to work is not guaranteed. I think a no vote could easily lead to the Liberals locking us out again because the Premier wants to crush us and she will use any excuse. She did not want to take the advice of her people and do this deal. I am certain a plan for drastic action (where we have to take the concessions they had planned) or worse - was in place. We can't guarantee the press will do any better job explaining the complexities should we say no. They rarely sided with us in markets outside of Vancouver where people are more political and they often misled or allowed others to mislead. They are not helping and would sensationalize. This would see dissolution of support very quickly - especially if we asked for wages. (Though admittedly it angers me that we can't ask for wages without being accused of being greedy when that is what most bargaining units do). But we have argued this is about kids and while this is not ideal - it is better to have teachers than not. The deal does suck in that it does not bring us to par - but this fight needs to be won with a strategy that is political and capacity will do that in another round. We have some support - but it is limited to the choir. We need to have the pews too. We need to build that capacity while working and continue to find allies because the fight is bigger than most people want to consider. This is about ideology and about privatization. Education always was political but never more so than now and we have to fight this party or the conservatives who would do the same or worse. No teacher who is responsible can ignore the politics any longer. That is simply the truth. If you work in the system you better get informed and you better be prepared to fight until retirement for the system. That said, I want to ask the same question others are asking: Why is this the job of 42,000 teachers and not the job of all citizens who want equality to fight for this right? It is time (while the conversation is still on-going and up to and including election night) for us to guide the public where we can but mainly play our part by not propping the system up. Make poverty known. Make noise about shortfalls, ask questions (in the media or in board offices ) about who is going to fix it instead of paying ourselves, volunteer some but wait for the pubic to step up so they see what schools lack. I hate the deal too. But I trust Vince Ready and Iker and I don't think we could have done better right now. I think we dodged a bullet because I have read everything this government has put out and followed the trail. They plan to privatize and they are just looking for the route. Voting YES for now does not mean we are giving up. It does not mean a win in the way we wanted but we have won a battle that will lead to us winning the war. If we don't rest up and stock up we might not get there.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:57 PM Well, if it is bigger than just this battle, then we will need ALL the unions to strike if they do indeed use drastic (draconian) measures. I say it is time for ALL of the unions to call a general strike. I guarantee that they will not like that one bit. What will they do then? Call the army? :) People in Europe, at the end of the 19th century stood up in mines. General strikes do occur in Europe and have. If you think you had it tough, think of them who stood tall for US in tougher times and conditions. Make sacrifices. Sell furniture. Tutor on the side. Ask for the BCTF money. Ask your banker to help. As friends and relatives. If we say NO, it won't last long. If they legislate us back, let's call a general province-wide strike of all unions. Delete Reply Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:47 AM Between CC's smug smile as she celebrates slaughtered teachers and Jim Iker's goofy grin - seemingly unaware that he has been a willing puppet, I am thoroughly disgusted. Over the next 5 years, teachers will be in an increasingly bad situation financially, classrooms will continue to be too large and complex with increasing medical, social and environmental issues impacting academic delivery. It could not be less obvious that things will continue to worsen. The Liberals have ensured that BC is rapidly becoming the Canadian Monaco for rich off shore interests and wealthy corporations. Soon the underpaid "workers" will have to be bussed in daily to Vancouver - Asian style. The only recourse is to move to just about any other province and bring in up to $100,000 more over the six years with much less cost of living. So we are bailing, encouraged by friends who have gotten positions in Manitoba and Alberta. My colleagues and I discovered through contacting several school boards across Canada that specialist (special needs and behavioural) and secondary science teachers are in particular demand. I want to work in a professional, respectful environment where the needs of all children are considered a priority and where I feel inspired to do my best. However, I want my vote to reflect the wishes of teachers who will be here over the next 6 (5) years, so very much appreciate your blog and opportunity to read the comments.ReplyDelete Bert SlaterSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:11 AM To vote YES will throw away 12 years of effort, and 2 victories in BC Supreme Court. To vote YES will be to snatch defeat from the jaws of victory. If you vote YES what bargaining power do you think you will have - the government will do nothing, and then what do you think you will do - take job action? PLEASE VOTE NO.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:59 PM Time to show you have a spine!Delete Reply RodSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:06 AM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Cool HandSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 AM Wouldn't a 'No' vote be a vote of no confidence in the BCTF itself?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:02 AM Not at all. It is just a message to the leadership we need to do better. The strength of the union is the members, and we support the leadership by giving them direction through democratic means.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:40 PM I disagree. How else can a recommendation by the EC to vote yes be interpreted? Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:00 PM I am sure people will interpret this both ways, but it is a vote. If it is supposed to be a "Yes", because it might be interpreted one way, then why bother having a vote?Delete Kate TSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:07 AM Yes , it would be. I don't think we could come out much better than this with this government. How will a No obtain that? Christy will be happy, she can declare the BCTF gone and roll out her plan to privatize. Delete Reply David DeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:06 AM A no vote would be a rejection of a the court victories defied by the government and an inadequate deal containing some vague promises that won't meet the needs of teachers or students on class size and other important issues.In Ontario elementary teachers get 200 minutes of prep time per 5 day cycle. I know there is financial hardship, but the union has received close to $2 million in donations from other unions; is there no way of accessing hardship funds? At minimum, vote no and return to work on work to rule with various strike options.ReplyDelete Erica JonesSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:25 AM This article actually makes me so mad. It is NOT better for the kids that they have missed almost all of june and all of september. This is what you signed up for in BC as a teacher. Get on board or GET OUT.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:20 PM Is this really what teachers signed up for? At my high school, each class has about 30 kids, with an average of 17 kids per classroom with an identified learning disability. Our district says that there should be no more than 4 kids per classroom.. How do you expect non-specialist teachers to help each student when over half of them require more resources because of a learning disability? Furthermore, are you generalizing the "better-ness" to all the kids in BC? Because I don't think that it would be better if kids went back considering the learning environment isn't up to par. There are barely any Education Assistants, and support teachers for the multitude of children who need them. While I recognize and appreciate your enthusiasm for education, please realize that the public school system isn't a daycare. Also, please think about your words and the learning environment prior to speaking out. By the way, we're not an autocracy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:08 PM I can understand your frustration! Understand mine! I almost died at 7:30 pm one night returning from teaching a FI split class with several students who did not get enough support or no support at all. The principal expressed to me that he expected me to teach 2 different social studies programs and 2 different science programs. ANYONE I talked to knows that this is impossible to do, especially in French Immersion when kids get no support at home and books are often too hard for students to read. I had to quit my job. I did it for me and did it for the kids. I was like a surgeon who is asked to operate on 5 patients with an old scalpel with 2 inexperienced nurses. Predictably, 4 patients would die and I would be reprimanded! Teachers are put in terrible conditions and kids too. I hope you have the openmind to consider the reality of this honest personal anecdote. I also wish you to understand that this is likely not an isolated incident. What will it take? A kid to commit suicide because he or she is not getitng enough support?Delete Reply hilarySeptember 17, 2014 at 10:29 AM It is incorrect to equate lost funding with what the teachers would have received in grievances. The two are not equivalent. The starting position of the BCTF was $225M, so they never expected $3B to resolve grievances. I'm also interested to know where you get your figures on overcrowded classrooms. A recent Globe and Mail article says that classrooms are, on average, smaller than the caps set in 2002.ReplyDelete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:36 AM The signing bonus should be roughly $2500 each: 105 million divided by 41 thousand.ReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:53 AM It is not that simple. The $105 million is to be allocated by the union. The term "signing bonus" has been crossed off on the signed document. Some of that money may be used to pay union debts. Don't know this but clarification would be useful.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:16 PM Just quoting from the CBC news website, "And finally there are details of $105-million fund to settle grievances stemming from the ongoing court case. The BCTF says that money will be given out as a signing bonus, with specific amount yet to be determined."Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:34 AM I think it would be smart to put at least part of it into your strike fund.Delete Reply WheelsSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:55 AM If the money is used as a signing bonus, it should be based on FTEReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:12 PM Yes I am sure it will be based on FTE. The question is how much of the $105 Million is actually distributed. This is up to the union, and I am told that it is yet to be decided.Delete GuruSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:44 PM And don't forget all the retired teachers who are entitled to a share of it.Delete Reply Geoff OrmeSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:18 PM In another discussion of this someone suggested that under BC Labour Law a no vote means rejection of the proposed deal, and that means the strike continues until either: - the union in question elects to stand down - another tentative deal is presented or - the government imposes a legislated contract. I think the last of these is the most likely, and I believe the legislated contract would be draconian and brutal. What do you think, Tara? Also, I would appreciate your thoughts on Sandy Garossino's comments at https://storify.com/Garossino/should-teachers-accept-the-contractReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:14 PM If this is so, in a few month (likely a couple of years), teachers will win so much more with a Supreme Court judgment! It is possible that the Liberals know that the higher courts are stacked by Liberal judges (that is what happen when judges are chosen, not elected). In any case, a negative settlement (or not a great judgment) will galvinize the public to reform the way the Supreme court judges are being chosen. I doubt that any govn't will want that to happen. A legislated contract will make the LIbs look like sociopaths and dictators.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:47 PM Peter I think you are expecting far too much from the public, many of whom are only paying attention to this matter due to kids being home from school. The public are not remotely this savvy on the political process.Delete Reply IslanderSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:09 PM I am a continuing education teacher. We have it even worse and we are not listened to enough about our poor conditions. Those include no prep time (and we do have to mark and do report cards many times a year sometimes and commonly for 30 students in a class), travelling to different schools with no compensation, and having next to no breaks in between 3 hour classes. I worked for two years with no lunch break and taught 6 hours straight (just 15 min. breaks) to be told, "don't complain since there are others who will do it". We then got 15 min. breaks in between classes. Most of our students are wealthy immigrants, many who try to stay in classes as long as possible since the classes are free. After spending a year in Germany, I realize how better organized it is where the immigrants pay to learn the language on a sliding scale, and have to pay for a student book as well for each class. We do not even have text books, but photocopy so much at tax payers' expense. This is not right. I then teach summer school since we were not on a 12 month continual salary and most of those students are also immigrants (at least 75%). This is also free and it is becoming so common and the new immigrants know this is free babysitting and tutoring. I think one main problem is that we have so many new immigrants in our classes who need ESL like this article states about our inclusion style of education nowadays: http://www.vancouversun.com/life/Shelley+Fralic+trouble+with+schools/10203596/story.html I am honored to be teaching and like my job, but it does get exhausting especially since I need two or three jobs to pay the mortgage that I now no longer have.. back to renting since it all I can afford in this city that has become so expensive. And many don't realize that it is very very difficult to get to full time work as a teacher here. There was a formula that made it take about 10 years to get to f/t (now finally changed). I have been without pay for 3 months, and now had to finally rent a place in anticipation of returning to work, so I have to vote "yes", but please keep the comments coming for what alternatives we have. Maybe we have to just educate the public in a better way than picketing; maybe get out and walk around malls and talk to people and hand out pamphlets on how this liberal government is hurting this. Most Asians (probably just the new who are from such a different system) are already against the teachers since they do not seem to understand what is going on. http://www.vancouversun.com/Business/asia-pacific/Chuck+Chiang+Many+Asian+families+place+blame/10202757/story.htmlReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:17 PM First of all, myn thoughts are with you! I think your ideas about using different strategies is smart. Picketing is not a very good strategy to let people know about things. I think using the membership to flood media comment sections would be more effective. Going to talk to the public might be a good idea along with this, I think. Phone the BCTF and ask for support.Delete Reply Marsha HolleySeptember 17, 2014 at 1:36 PM A teachers wife Vote no you have come to far to back down. It is a -----Y DEAL. ReplyDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:45 PM Ask yourself WHY teachers cannot get 1/2 of the average increase in salary of the private sector? (The Libs will tell you because there are sooooooo many teachers, but I also hear that there are provinces where there is a need for teachers!) TORONTO - A new study says that Canadians, on average, can expect about the same size salary increase next year as in 2014. Human resources consultants Pal Benefits says a survey of 401 organizations, mainly in Ontario, Alberta and British Columbia, projected salary increase for 2015 at an average of 2.79 per cent. That was almost unchanged from the 2.74 per cent average increase projected in last year's survey. Meanwhile, in addition to the average salary increase remaining relatively steady year over year, the survey found that the percentage of employers who plan to freeze salaries appears to have stabilized at eight per cent —in the same percentages as was projected in 2014. Breaking down the numbers further, the survey found the average salary increase anticipated in the engineering, financial services and high technology sectors was three per cent. That compared with an average of 2.5 per cent on the low end for organizations in durable manufacturing. https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.htmlReplyDelete "Mama Rose"September 17, 2014 at 9:12 PM I used to agree with you, Tara, and appreciate you bringing these items to your blog to get us all thinking. But after a very long night and day of research and discussion, I realize I will be voting yes tomorrow. Here is why: I don't care about salary or benefit increases. That is not why I went on strike. I don't care if this tentative deal is not good for teachers. That's not why I went on strike either. For me, the single most important issue is class size and composition. I want to work in a classroom where I have enough time and resources available to me to adequately help all the students I teach. And while it is true that this tentative deal will not change anything in the classrooms right now (or at least most of our classrooms), I realized that we couldn't actually make changes in that area because the issues of cs and c is before the courts. When I made that connection and realized that this round of bargaining was really about a "good enough" agreement regarding wages, then the deal seems, well... good enough. BUT, the best part, is the language the BCTF legal team made around the furture court decision (the re-opener). They have it in writing that if we win the court case (which is likely) and when we have to start bargaining class size and comp again (that is exactly what Justice Susan Griffin said we would have to do) we will be STARTING from the 2002 levels. To make this simple to understand, I explained it to my friends using a number line. With this new language, the BCTF starts the next round of bargaining at say a 50. The government will want us to go to 10 or 15, and we'll compromise and end up maybe 25. But WITHOUT that language, we would have started bargaining at a 10 and only gone down from there. So I do believe it is the best deal possible, it still factors in the biggest issue (from my perspective), we do not lose the important gains of the past, and most importantly, everyone gets to go back to school.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 PM Mam Rose, I appreciate your point of view and your courage. However, let me point out to you and the readers that a decision at the BC supreme court might not turn out the way teachers anticipate. We all know that judges are appointed and who does the appointing? "All justices of the BCSC (including the position of Chief Justice and Associate Chief Justice) are appointed by the federal cabinet, on recommendation of the Minister of Justice. Masters are appointed by the provincial cabinet, on recommendation of the Attorney General in consultation with the Chief Justice." (Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Supreme_Court_of_British_Columbia) Now, I would like to think that all of those people are objective, but they are appointed and we know that there are political appointments. They have a lot of discretion over the laws and judgments. I am willing to bet that the BC Liberals do know this and are betitng the farm (or do they know something we don't know) that the Supreme Courts are stacked against teachers? So, I am not sure if we can count on a WIN if we proceed with the court ruling. I think we would be better to negotiate and negotiate a better deal.Delete Reply retaSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:57 AM Yes...no...yes...no...The last two days have been this. I’ve read so many articles and comments over the past few months and, I can say, I have learned a lot. I know this is not a great deal for teachers right now. I will be voting yes. This is why… 1. The children. Without going into the multiple issues (e.g., grad, post secondary, trades, sports, global education/trips, planned activities, those with varying degrees of special needs, those that need a soft place to land, etc., etc.) the children need to get on with their education. 2. The parents. For many parents, this strike is a financial burden. We do not like to be called baby sitters, but for many living below the poverty line, school is a financial relief. Winter is coming; gas bills will be expensive. 3. Poverty. Remember, BC has the highest child poverty rate in Canada. Schools feed and clothe numerous children. 4. The other systems educators work collaboratively with. MFCD, CYMH, foster parents, group homes, and the multitude of non-profit agencies that support vulnerable children and families are bursting at the seams. We are a part of that team. 5. CUPE. While some have been paid during this strike, that money is coming from districts. It was not provided by the government. And, CUPE is a partner in education - from the bus drivers to the tech dept to custodians to secretaries to EAs and so on. 6. Small Businesses. In our little towns, the school district is the number one employer. There is a direct cause-effect relationship between loss of wage and loss of business. 7. Money. The amount of money that is needed to reverse the erosion of the public education system over numerous years cannot be recouped in one sitting. This agreement is a start. It’s not much but the stage has been set. 8. THE COURT CASE. That is why we were on strike. All the other stuff could have been resolved months ago, but our government was working hard to make the court case go away. Well, it still exists. I consider that the victory. We live to fight another day (as rhetorical as that sounds) AND I hope people actually read the ruling and think critically about how a loss could impact the future of the Charter of Rights, and the power of government to contravene those rights. I am guessing we will vote to ratify as so many fear “what’s next?” from this government. It’s nasty business, and I think legislation would be next. VALUING PUBLIC EDUCATION needs to come from a STRONG, CONSISTENT public voice. If we do ratify the agreement, and those in the profession and public think we've given up, we have not. We’ve been fighting for years. We just haven’t been heard… until now. ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:21 AM I understand your point of view, but sometimes you have to fight to get what you want. This is a VERY bad deal, considering: Other people get on average 2.5% salary increases last year and this year and the next and the rest of us get 1% and must feel happy if we do.? (https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html) THIS DEAL is a horrendously BAD deal for kids/parents as well, of course. We are going to continue to be humiliated and be the laughing stock of many people of this province. After a decade of paycuts, WOW, this is what they are willing to offer! WOW! WOW! WOW!Delete Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:30 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Reply Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:37 PM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:08 PM Let's cross our fingers! I think we need a general strike by all unions if CC legislates teachers back. It is time to put the foot down and tell her and the Liberals that, as in the movie Network,"I am mad as hell and I won't take it anymore!"Delete Reply Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 8:26 PM Needs help on some stats for an online debate Looking for the last 10 or 15 years of contractual salary increases in %. So, 1% for 2001, 0% for 2002,...ReplyDelete Children FirstSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:00 PM Well it's all done now. Really hope the teacher's can find another angle to deal with class size and composition as well as student funding. The government will make sure the coming court case never swings your way no matter what. 2nd most expensive place to live in the the world!!! Wonder why and where the money goes??? ReplyDelete AnonSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 PM I'm an outsider, but have followed closely this whole fiasco and this is a RAW deal. Your union hung you out to dry on this one - taking a really bad deal (clearly no one from the BCTF had rudimentary math skills in their toolbox) and then publicly encouraging to the media that teachers accept the deal....what choice did you have - a no vote would have outraged the public. I could go on and on, but the bottom line, in my opinion, is that your union better get some stronger leaders who are PR and technology savvy. Out with Iker and the rest of those who bargained on your behalf - they just got ......well , we know that happened. Whew, can't even believe how screwed you got, absolutely amazing - nothing meaningful gained in the big picture and only very minor gains for a small group of people, bigger losses for the majority.. Wow - I better stop now. Best of luck. Thanks for all you do for our children. ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ▼  September (9) Reflections on the BC Teacher Strike BC Teacher strike - Lessons learned Response to Sandy Garossino Will the Education Fund improve classroom conditio... Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Class composition: a human rights perspective Class size and composition - a short visual histor... Guest post - I WILL HOLD THE LINE Teachers - let your leadership know it is time to ... ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=22399,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 23, Number 5, March 2011   Teaching and learning in the 21st century By Jane Turner  When the ministry talks about 21st century learning and skills, it seems to be talking about the future, something to aspire to. Perhaps someone should tell the ministry that it is over a decade behind the times, not only chronologically, but also with respect to teachers’ practice. In its “futuristic” vision, the ministry is calling for teachers to incorporate the seven Cs into 21st century learning. Along with reading, writing, and numeracy teachers are to include: critical thinking and problem solving creativity and innovation collaboration, teamwork, and leadership cross-cultural understanding communication, computing and ICT literacy career and learning self-reliance caring for personal health and planet earth. As if teachers weren’t doing this already. Teachers incorporate these Cs into their classrooms daily. However, there are some important words missing from the ministry’s list. In addition to all of the above, our vision for teaching and learning in the 21st century includes, among others, the following Cs: co-operation among children collegiality between teachers consideration and care of others collective knowledge and honouring traditional wisdom complexity of issues and systems concern for a sustainable future civic responsibility. Teachers throughout the province are preparing learning activities, lesson and unit plans, and learning experiences within and with their communities that incorporate the available technology, sophisticated learning outcomes, and skills needed in any century. The only thing standing in teachers’ way is shortage—shortage of resources, time, and support. Government and some pedagogical and political pundits are calling for “…radical change of teaching and learning approaches to fit within new economies and new technologies…” (Naylor, 2011, p. 11 bctf.ca) The focus is on how schools can best prepare students for their future worklife. While it is important that students leave school with the knowledge, skills, and attitudes that will help them in their economic endeavours, there are two very important things to keep in mind. The first is that we cannot know what precise skills and knowledge will be needed for the world of work five or ten years from now. We do know what foundational skills are going to be useful in any circumstance—reading, the ability to communicate, numeracy, flexibility, creative problem-solving, and care for our environment, are great skills for any age. But this debate shouldn’t be simply about the skills needed for tomorrow’s good jobs. It should be about “…what kind of world we want and then build approaches within education systems to create such a world.” (Naylor, 2011, p. 5) Pardon my cynicism, but a decade of experience with this government has taught me that when educational change is afoot, it usually has more to do with undermining an already tremendous school system, encouraging privatization of public services and cutting real dollars out of the budget so they can be spent elsewhere rather than making improvements to public education. The ministry is suggesting that there may no longer be a need for teachers in a classroom with students; instead teachers will be facilitators, helping students engage in their passions, on-line, or out in the community. Let students delve into their interests, apprenticing with those who are the experts, goes the mantra. In his paper,” 21st century learning—Widening the frame of focus and debate,” (2011) BCTF researcher Charlie Naylor addresses some of the shortcomings of the literature being cited by the government in its vision for “21st century learning.” Among other things, Naylor writes: “While the ‘civil society’ advocates see public schools as central to maintaining democratic societies, the 21st century schooling advocates lessen the primacy of school both as the place for the delivery of educational services and conceptually as central to the socialization of youth into civil and civic norms. The paper entitled “Schools” in the future, (www.21learn.org/site/wp-content/uploads/Schools-in-the-Future-April-2010.pdf) uses quotation marks to make it clear that they do not necessarily see schools as central to learning.” (p.6) “Schools” in the future and other documents cited on the ministry website offer numerous scenarios and examples of how students will learn in the future. Those based on real-life examples are taken from small-scale institutions piloting programs in private or charter schools. Naylor points out the challenge to move these models from small, intensely motivated exemplars to large scale, system-wide public education for all. Why are we looking to school systems that fall well below us in international evaluations, like the United States and the United Kingdom, for educational reform inspiration? Why aren’t we looking to the school systems in countries that consistently outperform the rest? In the recent OECD Executive Summary of the 2009 results for the Programme for International Student Achievement (PISA), it states that the best performing school systems manage to provide high-quality education to all students. Canada is specifically cited as one of the countries that provides a flat structure of education, ensuring that all children, regardless of their background, economic status, and personal diversity, are welcomed into schools that afford them equitable opportunities. It has been over 20 years since there was a systemic analysis of public education in BC. A lot has changed in that time and it might be time to re-evaluate our schools. Teachers would welcome a fair and comprehensive assessment of how we can best educate the children of our province. If education reform is on the table, then teachers need to be an integral part of the conversation. Teachers are best positioned to know how policy gets translated into practice. After all, we are the ones in the classrooms and schools across British Columbia. We are the ones teaching so students can learn in the 21st century. Jane Turner is an assistant director, BCTF Professional and Social Issues Division.  Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140925,betterschoolsbc.ca,http://betterschoolsbc.ca/?popupbbu157Anchor,Homepage | Better Schools BC Skip to content Better Schools Futures on the Line Consequences of Cuts Building Blocks Shared Stories Enter Come inside to find out how to help make BC schools better.   Better Schools A message from Teachers Futures on the Line Consequences of Cuts Building Blocks to Better Schools Why I Teach My Favourite Teacher We can't leave kids waiting   Too many BC kids are coping with crowded classrooms, long waits for help, and outdated textbooks, computers and resources. That's just not good enough. We can't leave students waiting.   TV Ads Watch the Videos Classroom Investments Classroom Investments Waiting... for smaller classes Waiting... for smaller classes Waiting... for a teacher librarian Waiting... for a teacher librarian Waiting... for a counselor Waiting... for a counselor Waiting... for special needs support Waiting... for special needs support   “Sharing” – as seen during the 2013 Super Bowl “Sharing” – as seen during 2013 Super Bowl No team can do their best without the support they need – and that's as true in a school classroom as it is on the field. Let's make sure BC kids have the individual attention, support and resources that will help them succeed.   Futures on the Line We all know our children's future – and our province's prosperity – rely on a quality education today. But unless we reverse 12 years of provincial cuts and neglect, our schools can't deliver the education BC students deserve. Crowded classrooms: Government cuts have left BC with the highest number of students per educator in Canada. Just to reach the national average, we'd need to hire 6,600 more. Help for students with special needs: In just five years, the number of classrooms with four or more students with special needs has jumped by more than 3,000. But with 770 fewer special education teachers and 120 fewer counsellors, the wait for assessment and help keeps getting longer. Classroom resources: BC ranks dead last in Canada in investments per student. And we've lost nearly one in three teacher-librarians over the past decade. This is what the provincial government wants to lock in for the next 10 years. That's not good enough. We can't leave kids waiting. The numbers tell the story Did you know... Per-student funding in BC is almost $1,000 less than the national average? Or that BC would have to hire 6,600 more teachers today just to get to its student-to-teacher ratio to the national average? Find out more about BC education numbers — and the story they tell — by taking a 'scroll' through this carousel. BC now almost $1,000 below national average in per-student funding Our schools are getting worse for BC students... when our future depends on them getting better. Today in BC, per-student funding has fallen to almost $1,000 below the national average — the worst funding in Canada. Source: BCTF calculations with data from Statistics Canada (2013), Summary Elementary and Secondary School Indicators for Canada, the Provinces and Territories 2006/07 to 2010/11, Table 21 BC the only province to get rid of teachers While all other provinces are hiring teachers, over the past five years BC is the only province to see a net loss of teachers — as a result of chronic underfunding of public education. In all, over the past 12 years BC has lost 3,500 teachers, including 1,500 specialist teachers. Sources: BCTF Research table, with figures from the BC Ministry of Education (2002, 2012) Staff by Year and Program Code (unpublished Form 1530 data) BC has the highest student-to-teacher ratio in Canada BC's student-to-educator ratio has ballooned to become the highest in the country and, as this graph shows, well above the national average. That's what happens when you're the only province in Canada getting rid of teachers. In fact, to bring our student-to-teacher ratio down to the national average, BC would have to hire 6,600 more teachers today. Source: BCTF Research table For 2001/02 to 2007/08 figures, see Statistics Canada (2010), Summary Public School Indicators for Canada, the Provincies and Territories, 2001/02 to 2007/08—Table A.14 For 2006/07 to 2010/11 figures, see Statistics Canada (2013), Summary elementary and Secondary School Indicators for Canada, the Provinces and Territories, 2006/07 to 2010/11, Table 13 Classroom composition issues skyrocket The number of classes in BC with four or more students with special needs (those students entitled to an Individual Education Plan, or IEP) has increased dramatically over the past half-dozen years. Class composition issues make it harder for every student to get the one-on-one time they need. Source: Figures from BC Ministry of Education (various years). Overview of Class Size and Composition in BC Schools BC education funding not keeping pace with national growth This graph shows that, during the last decade, investments in BC's public schools fell from above Canada's GDP to well below it. Sources: Statistics Canada (2010): Summary of Public School Indicators for the Provinces & Territories, 2002/03 to 2008/09 Statistics Canada (2011): Summary of Public School Indicators for the Provinces & Territories, 2005/06 to 2009/10 Better Classrooms for BC Kids BC's teachers are working with parents, schools and the employer on solutions that build on our public schools' strengths and makes kids and classrooms the priority. And it's not too late for the provincial government will work with us too, instead of locking in 12 years of cuts and neglect for another decade. It all starts with restoring funding to education and investing more in kids and schools. That will give BC schools the resources to make real progress on three key priorities – and make a huge difference for students: Restore class size limits, so teachers can give every child more individual attention Provide more assessment and support for all students with special needs, so every child can succeed Place learning specialist teachers in every school, so all students can benefit from counselling, teacher-librarians and other learning supports Consequences of Cuts Kids pushed to a lower priority. How? 10 years ago, education made up 20% of the provincial budget. Today, it’s only 15%. Real cuts can be felt in the classroom: Funding has fallen as a share of the provincial economy. In fact, BC’s education funding fell behind the rest of Canada’s in 2002/03 — and we’ve lagged ever since. Neighbourhood schools closed doors: Nearly 200 schools have shut down. The result: more crowding in other schools and longer bus rides and distances for students to travel. Fewer teachers mean less individual attention: The rest of Canada is gaining teachers — while BC is losing them. Enrolment decreased in all provinces except Alberta between 2005-06 and 2009-10. Yet most provinces hired more educators. Overall the number of first-time educators increased by about 5% but decreased in BC by 2%. Kids with more needs but no extra resources: Demands on schools are increasing in several high-cost areas. For instance, not counting the gifted program, there were 1,560 more students in special education programs in 2011-12 than in 2001-02. It's harder for kids to learn: school districts are struggling to make up for funding shortfalls. There are fewer teachers, larger classes, shorter school weeks and more closure days. And budget cuts mean outdated textbooks and inadequate supplies.   Timeline: How did we get here? Apr 17, 1998 Jan 25, 2002 Sept 27, 2005 Oct 7, 2005 Sept 8, 2006 June 8, 2007 Apr 1, 2011 June 24, 2011 Feb 28, 2012 Mar 5, 2012 Apr 1, 2012 June 1, 2012 June 26, 2012 May 24, 2013 Apr 17, 1998 Teachers give up any salary increases for two years to negotiate smaller classes for all grades, more support for special needs kids and more learning specialist teachers in schools to help make schools better for BC kids. Jan 25, 2002 Gordon Campbell’s Liberal government, with Christy Clark as Minister of Education, illegally tears up teachers’ collective agreements.   Bills 27 and 28 eliminate protections on class size and composition, cut support for kids with special needs, and strip teachers of bargaining rights. This move slashes $336 million annually from public education…devastating cuts that continue to affect kids, teachers and schools. Sept 27, 2005 With no new agreement at the beginning of the school year, and the government refusing to negotiate, teachers vote to begin job action. Their primary bargaining issues become achieving more help for kids with special needs, preventing community schools from closing, negotiating for reinstated caps on class size and composition, and wages and benefits.      Oct 7, 2005 Despite looming fines, teachers vote 90.5% in favour of withdrawing services: to both stand up for their students and to protest the Liberal government’s introduction of Bill 12…legislation that circumvents open negotiations. The teachers’ protests last two weeks – as they continue to advocate for better schools. News stories each day mention waves of parent support as they walk picket lines alongside teachers and bring food to those on the line in solidarity. Sept 8, 2006 A new five-year agreement is reached. It gives teachers a very modest salary increase. Lowest paid districts receive slightly more.  June 8, 2007 The Supreme Court of Canada declares the BC Liberal government’s 2002 Bill 29 unconstitutional and affirms that workers’ rights to collectively bargain their working conditions are protected by the Charter of Rights and Freedoms.  Apr 1, 2011 BC Supreme Court rules 2002’s Bills 27 and 28 unconstitutional for removing teachers’ bargaining rights and stripping guarantees for class size and support for students with special needs. The government is given one year to remedy the injustice and reinstate bargaining rights. June 24, 2011 With the government refusing to negotiate on the key issues of class size and composition, 90% of teachers vote “yes” in a province-wide vote to begin job action and withdraw administrative work in September. Feb 28, 2012 The Liberal government introduces a new Bill 22, prohibiting teachers from bargaining on key issues like class size, composition and staff levels — and demands a two-year wage freeze. The government threatened to impose contract conditions and prevent further job action.   Mar 5, 2012 Teachers begin a legal three-day strike to protest the government’s refusal to negotiate class size and other key issues. By now, there are 12,000 overcrowded classrooms in BC (including those with four or more students designated with special needs) and students are waiting years for special needs assessments.  Apr 1, 2012 Bill 22 passes. Government imposes fines that threaten to cost the teachers more than $20 million a day for any additional striking. But the key issues teachers are standing up for remain unresolved. So, with few other choices, teachers make a difficult decision and vote in favour of suspending their volunteer work on all extracurricular activities.  June 1, 2012 BCTF files court action over the failure of government to address the BC Supreme Court's ruling that they restore bargaining rights on key issues like class size, composition and staffing levels. June 26, 2012 Teachers cooperate with government-imposed mediator and sign a contract; but, problems like class size, composition, guarantees of support for students with special needs, staffing levels for teacher-librarians, counsellors, and ESL teachers remain unsolved.  May 24, 2013 After weeks of solid progress by teachers and the employer toward a contract, the government derails the process. They order the employer to adopt the government's position of locking in the last 12 years of neglect and cuts for another decade. Building blocks Making schools better requires a solid foundation — and that’s exactly what these building blocks provide.  We invite you to explore our seven blocks — and print them, share them, pin them! And keep coming back for new tidbits and updates.  And we invite you to be part of the conversation for better schools on Twitter — follow us and share your thoughts. Class size and composition What's at stake – Infographic Solutions for kids #Follow this discussion (on Twitter) The Problem Since the Liberals came to power: 12,000 overcrowded classes 3,000 teaching positions chopped $3 billion less funding available for public schools Solutions for kids: Put classrooms first Reduce class sizes and improve support for kids with special needs — so every student gets the individual attention they need. What Others Are Saying A definitive study commissioned by the US Department of Education analyzed achievement levels of students in 2,561 schools across the nation. It found that, after controlling for student background, the only objective factor found to be correlated with higher student success was class size — not school size, not teacher qualifications, nor any other variable that the could be identified. Updates AFT releases brief on benefits of small class size Compelling evidence demonstrates that reducing class size, particularly for younger children, has a positive effect on student achievement overall and an especially significant impact on the education of disadvantaged children. The American Federation of Teachers (AFT) is a strong advocate for reducing class size to help raise student achievement, especially in high poverty, at-risk schools. Read more from the AFT brief Reducing class size: What do we know (Report from the Canadian Education Association) Smaller class sizes are an intuitively good idea. Both parents and teachers believe that smaller groups of students allow for more individual attention and result in higher achievement. In addition, teachers believe that smaller class sizes provide for more manageable classes and better relations with parents. After many studies of the impact of class size, and lively debate about their interpretation, a consensus has emerged that class size makes a small but useful improvement to achievement in the early grades. The impact is greater when accompanied by pedagogical change. Because of its widespread popularity, reducing class size is a relatively straightforward policy initiative; its implementation, however, is complex because it affects utilization of classrooms, recruitment and allocation of teachers, and grouping of students, and may require the creation of split or combined grades in the primary and junior divisions. Read more from the report by the Canadian Education Association Learning specialist teachers What's at stake – Infographic Solutions for kids #Follow this discussion (on Twitter) The Problem Over their 11 years in office, the BC Liberals have cut 1500 specialist teachers — including 750 special needs teachers alone. And this is happening when there are more children than ever requiring extra classroom attention. Solutions for kids: Place specialist teachers back in every school Make sure students can draw on the crucial skills of specialist teachers: teacher-librarians, special needs teachers, counsellors, ESL teachers and more.  Updates The Delivery Of Education Services For Students Who Have An Intellectual Disability On September 29, 1948 Mrs. Victoria B. Glover, a grandmother of an eight year old boy, wrote a letter to the editor of the Toronto Star challenging readers to contemplate the common practice of sending children with disabilities away to institutions to ‘learn’. She asked: ….If these children can be taught something at Orillia [Huronia Regional Center], why cannot a day school be put at their disposal? Did Mrs. Glover have any idea that the pebble she was throwing would not only start a ripple, but swell into an entire movement? Her question reached families and other like-minded allies across Ontario who would soon found what would one day be known as the Community Living Movement. By banding together, they found strength and courage with and from each other. Read the full report from Community Living Ontario   Reducing child poverty What's at stake – Infographic Solutions for kids #Follow this discussion (on Twitter) The Problem There are 137,000 BC children living in poverty. And yet the BC government is one of only three provinces who have yet to commit to a comprehensive poverty-reduction strategy. It's not hard to see the problem: when kids come to school without the basics of food, adequate clothing or housing, they're in no place to focus on learning. Solutions for kids: Reduce child poverty Tackle the single biggest obstacle many children face in getting a quality education today — create a plan and take action to reduce child poverty. After all, each child deserves the chance to an equal start in life. And in so doing, let's help kids break the cyle of poverty and make the most of their education later on.   Updates Canada can do more to protect its children from poverty, new UNICEF report A new report released by UNICEF comparing child poverty in 35 industrialized countries reveals Canada could be doing more to protect its children. “The face of poverty in Canada is a child’s face,” says UNICEF Canada’s Executive Director David Morley. “This is unacceptable. It is clearly time for Canada to make children a priority when planning budgets and spending our nation’s resources, even in tough economic times.” See more from UNICEF Canada Authentic student assessment What's at stake – Infographic Solutions for kids #Follow this discussion (on Twitter) The Problem Across BC, teachers, principals, and school-district staff spend ever increasing amounts of time on data collection to meet accountability requirements, teaching to the test to boost achievement scores, and explaining to parents of stressed 9-year-olds that the testing must proceed. This takes the focus away from the ongoing classroom assessment that actually helps students learn. Solutions for kids: Make student assessment authentic Use standardized tests only to identify system-wide issues, and let teachers tailor ongoing assessment to each student. Updates Standardized Testing Fails the Exam For the last four decades, students' scores on standardized tests have increasingly been regarded as the most meaningful evidence for evaluating U.S. schools. Most Americans, indeed, believe that students' standardized test performances are the only legitimate indicator of a school's instructional effectiveness. Yet, although test-based evaluations of schools seem to occur almost as often as fire drills, in most instances these evaluations are inaccurate. That's because the standardized tests employed are flat-out wrong. Read more of this article from W. James Popham, who began his career in education as a high school teacher in Oregon, and is professor emeritus at the University of California at Los Angeles's School of Education and Information Studies Investing more in education Solutions for kids #Follow this discussion (on Twitter) The Problem Since 2002, $3 billion has been cut from BC classrooms – and the Liberal government’s education budget freeze will mean $400 million more is cut over the next three years. Solutions for kids: Invest more in public education After years of school funding falling behind enrolment and rising costs, let’s start investing again — and making up lost ground. Updates 2012 BCTF Brief to the Select Standing Committee on Finance and Government Services Our students deserve better Students in British Columbia are being shortchanged in comparison to students elsewhere in Canada. The teachers of BC are urgently appealing to the Select Standing Committee on Finance and Government Services to recommend to government sufficient increases in education funding to reverse this situation and provide more educational services to BC students. We believe these services are vitally important to the students in school now and to the social and economic health of the province in the longer term. In this brief, we will identify how the situation in BC compares to other provinces, and why the government should, as a start, adopt a plan to bring BC’s education funding and services up to at the very least the average in Canada. BC is below the Canadian average in improvements to education funding. This is a situation that should not exist in a province endowed with such natural wealth and human potential. Our students deserve better. Read the full brief from 2012 Respect for all What's at stake – Infographic Solutions for kids #Follow this discussion (on Twitter) The Problem Because of social, economic and other reasons, too many BC students fall through the cracks and aren't able to take full advantage of the opportunity to learn — including aboriginal kids, at-risk youth, children in care, immigrant students and more. Solutions for kids: Respect diversity and equal opportunity It's time to make it a priority to address cultural and systemic barriers like inequality, bullying and discrimination that stand between too many children and their ability to reach their potential.   Updates Bullying in Canada: How intimidation affects learning In 2005, a group of researchers conducted a major international study that looked at more than 120,000 students from 28 countries. The study, which was published in The European Journal of Public Health, found that students who were bullied on a weekly basis are almost twice as likely to experience headaches, stomach aches, backaches or dizziness, as their non-bullied peers.  Furthermore, compared to non-bullied students, victims of bullying were 1.7 to 7.5 times more likely to experience psychological symptoms such as loneliness, nervousness, petulance as well as other symptoms related to depression such as difficulty sleeping, tiredness and helplessness. There is also growing international evidence that "low-level or underlying forms of violence have a profound effect on the learning environment of schools" and bullying has been documented as the most prevalent form of low-level violence in schools. Numerous studies have shown that bullied students often simply avoid school; between 6 and 8% of students stay away from school because of bullying, and victims of bullying are more likely to drop out of school. Bullied students also report difficulties in concentrating on their school work and obtain lower levels of academic achievement than their non-bullied peers. See the full study by The Canadian Council on Learning Collective bargaining rights Solutions for kids #Follow this discussion (on Twitter) The Problem Since 2002, the Liberal government has introduced 20 laws aimed at stripping negotiated contracts, circumventing free collective bargaining, and banning teachers from negotiating key education issues such as class size and composition. Solutions for kids: Restore teachers' rights to bargain for class size and composition Respect the Supreme Court of Canada decision, and let teachers bargain for better learning and working conditions.   Updates North Vancouver teacher running 22 marathons in 22 days to protest B.C. education bill Running 22 marathons in 22 days across B.C. is no easy feat, says North Vancouver teacher Ian Cunliffe, but every mile is worth it if he can bring more attention to Bill 22, the B.C. government’s Education Improvement Act. The bill’s name is misleading because it “slashes funding to the bone” rather than improving education, Cunliffe says, speaking to The Outlook by phone at a pit-stop on day two of his grueling 1,000-kilometre run. Steadily following Highway 3, he left Fernie that morning on his way to Jaffray, a village 47 kilometres east of Cranbrook. See the full story in the North Shore Outlook Diversity We want to celebrate diversity, promote antibullying and call on school boards to adopt specific antiracism and antihomophobia policies. For example, only 20 school districts in BC have specific antihomophobia policies that explicitly protect their staff and students. Teachers are also working to get Aboriginal employment equity agreements in place and more supports for children with special needs.   Share your stories. Get involved. People just like you are getting involved to make BC schools better.  Teachers are speaking up about their passion for teaching and how much they care about kids.  Lots of people are telling us how teachers have made a difference in their lives.  Take a look and submit your own video story (it’s really easy). Also on this page you can join in the discussions we’re having on Facebook and Twitter about how to make better schools for BC a reality. Why I teach   » More "Why I teach" My Favourite Teacher   » More "My Favourite Teacher" Join The Discussion 'like' BC teachers on facebook follow @bctf on twitter submit your own "My Favourite Teacher" or "Why I Teach" video download a wallpaper or profile picture Our Latest Tweets   Follow @BCTF     betterschoolsbc.ca © 2012 BC Teachers' Federation. All rights reserved. Top Are you seeing this? If you are not using a "low-level" device (such as a cell phone, PDA, screen reader, etc.) you may want to enable JavaScript in your web browser.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13788&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > March 1998 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 10, Number 5, March 1998 President's Message Ten years ago, education journals worldwide held West German schools as the model. Germany had full employment, and the Deutschmark was the strongest currency in the world. Educators looked at the German apprenticeship programs and site-based decision making and connected them with German economic might. Germany's economy took a downward turn in 1989 with the fall of the Berlin Wall. Unemployment skyrocketed, and a huge deficit accumulated as the price of unification. With Germany on the ropes, experts turned to Japan. Surely the Japanese economic miracle was the result of Japanese schools, with their emphasis on direct instruction, long school year, standardized tests, and national curriculum. School systems in Singapore and Korea, whose students annually rate at the top of international test scores, were also seen as the first cause of rapid economic growth. But the Asian tigers have lost their teeth. With currencies in a tailspin and the "Asian contageon" spreading worldwide, the chorus calling for us to emulate Asian schools has died down. It is wrong to connect school systems with short-term economic growth. Grade 5 students scoring well on math tests are not producing wealth. If school systems were responsible for economic prowess, then we would now be looking to American schools as models. I don't see too many journals touting the virtues of hiring uncertificated teachers, neglecting inner-city schools, and valuing football over algebra. The state of an economy is a reflection of interest rates, trade agreements, subsidies, and other government policies. Schools are important in cultivating the skills that will enable students to contribute to the economy, but schools are far better at cultivating the attributes of citizenship and building communities that will sustain democracy in a diverse society. -Kit Krieger)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11500&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 19, Number 5, March 2007 Everyone’s gifted by Rowan Laird What is it like being a gifted student in a classroom? When this question was posed to me, I had to think about it. I mean, I knew I was in WriteStretch, and I knew I did well on writing assignments. And sometimes I was asked to write stuff, like this article. But the difference really isn’t in the classroom. Just like there are people who are good at math. People who are good at art. I’m no more gifted than anybody else. Not really. So then I thought maybe the question was more about the program I’m in, called WriteStretch. About every month, my friend Carlie and I miss two to three hours of school to go to the Resource Centre near Langley. There, many other kids from around the Delta School District meet and we all write, with the instruction of our WriteStretch teacher, Ms. Nabata. I feel lucky to have gotten into this program. But what is the meaning of the question? That "gifted" meant I was in the WriteStretch program? I think that’s what the person posing the question meant. But the thing is, there are other people who are gifted too. There’s ArtStretch and MathStretch. There’s kids all over the world who are gifted, too. So I guess my answer to the question is that when you have a talent for something, it’s expected of you to get a high mark. When graded writing assignments are handed back, nobody except Carlie asks me what I got because the other students expect us to get a high mark. And like I said, I’m asked to do special stuff. Rowan A. Laird is a 12-year-old Grade 7 student. From the Winter 2006 issue of The Vital Link, the Learning Assistance Teachers’ Association publication.)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141006,www.foodnetwork.ca,http://www.foodnetwork.ca/static/Scripts/objects/modal.js,Page Not Found | FoodNetwork.ca Menu Shows Watch Video Recipes Schedule Contests Father's Day In Season BBQ Canada Day Shopping All Guides Sorry, page doesn’t exist. Doughnut worry. The page you were looking for appears to have been moved, deleted or does not exist. Please use your back-button to get back to where you were, or return to our homepage. TOP Let's Be Social Facebook Twitter Instagram Google+ Youtube Pinterest About Us About Us Contact Us FAQ Sitemap Press & Media Advertise Privacy Policy Terms & Conditions Popular Search Topics Chicken Beef Pork BBQ Quick & Easy Comfort Food Cookies Salmon Salad Dessert Vegetarian You Gotta Eat Here! Top Chef Canada Chopped Canada Chef at Home Casting Call Think you have what it takes? Be on a Food Network Canada show! See what shows are casting today. Casting Details Get the Newsletter Be the first to know about brand-new shows, the freshest recipes and exciting contests. Sign up for the Newsletter Mobile SHAW © Shaw Media Inc., 2014. All rights reserved.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12072,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2001 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 13, Number 6, April 2001 Maxwell A. Cameron Award updated by Jan Eastman Who was Maxwell A. Cameron, and why does the BCTF give 10 awards a year in his name? Since 1974, BCTF has awarded a silver medal, along with a cheque for $100, to an elementary and a secondary student teacher graduating from each of the approved teacher-education programs: UBC, SFU, UVIC, and Malaspina University College. UBC graduates students in both fall and spring, bringing the number of awards to 10 per year. Max Cameron, head of the Department of Education at UBC in the mid-1940s, undertook a major study and report on educational costs on behalf of the government of the day. His 1945 report called for the establishment of a uniform basis for taxation and a commission to equalize assessment, an increase in the cost of education provided by the province from 32% to 55%, a reduction in the number of school boards from 600 to fewer than 100, an increase in teaching staff, with a commensurate decrease in class size. In short, he called for, among other things, reduced class sizes and amalgamation of school boards from 600 to fewer than 100. The BCTF, along with many other educational groups, endorsed the Cameron report. The beautiful medal formerly presented to award winners is being replaced with a silver lapel pin, with the money saved going to the student. Clearly, inflation has devalued the $100 first awarded 17 years ago, and the BCTF Executive Committee saw fit to increase the amount to $500. The award continues to be made available to students enrolled in a discrete teacher-education program at a public university in British Columbia. The criteria also remain unchanged, namely outstanding students completing the final year in education in elementary and secondary school teaching. The recipients are honoured also at local induction ceremonies when they join our ranks as practising teachers and BCTF members. — Jan Eastman Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=10140,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 5, April 2003 Wellness in Powell River by Gerry Brach A recent employee-family-assistance-program-sponsored contest garnered widespread support in the many worksites throughout the Powell River School District. Employees were challenged to bike, jog, or walk for wellness, and they responded by accumulating more than 6,700 hours of participation! From the bus garage to every school, 260 employees took up the challenge and sought both traditional and unique ways of obtaining physical activity. Worksites pulled together in a common cause that improved both staff morale and physical activity levels. By the end of the two-month contest, healthy exercise patterns had been established or strengthened. Some worksites are continuing the contest unofficially by setting staff exercise goals and celebrating their successes. All participants were winners, but the official winning site was Special Services, at the board office. The eight ultrafit exercise afficionados accumulated 368.5 hours of participation. Vernon Currie, Joan Buckett, Karen Hopkins, Rita John, Stephanie Keane, Mike Leahy, Theresa Verdiel, and Daphne Wilson received a $150 gift basket prepared by Word of Mouth Catering students from Westview Learning Centre. All participants received a complimentary recreation-complex swim pass. The hope of our EFAP committee was that employees would learn more about the many benefits of a wellness lifestyle. For more information about the wellness contest, go to sd47.bc.ca/staff/contest.html. Gerry Brach is a home-hospital/ special needs teacher in Powell River, gbrach@sd47.bc.ca Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141008,thetyee.ca,http://thetyee.ca/News/2014/06/30/Inappropriate-School-Executive-Pay/,BC Gov't Withholds Report on Inappropriate School Executive Pay | The Tyee About Advertise Follow Support RSS Topic Aboriginal Affairs BC Election 2013 BC Politics Education Energy Environment Federal Politics Film Food Gender + Sexuality Health Housing Labour + Industry Local Economy Media Municipal Politics Music Photo Essays Podcasts Politics Rights + Justice Science + Tech Transportation Travel Urban Planning + Architecture News Culture Opinion National MediaCheck Solutions Join Craving crack civic election coverage? Help fund it... News BC Gov't Withholds Report on Inappropriate School Executive Pay Move sets a 'novel' precedent that increases secrecy, observers say. By Andrew MacLeod, 30 Jun 2014, TheTyee.ca   Tweet Advanced Education Minister Amrik Virk was found to be involved with inappropriate payments to two executives while he was on the Kwantlen Polytechnic University board. BC Minister Failed to Disclose Kwantlen Executive Payments Decision to retain Amrik Virk an 'indictment of the premier's judgement,' NDP says. Ombudsperson to Probe Oversight of Private College Regulator Mistakes made by now-dissolved agency to go under the microscope. BC's Industry-led Private College Regulator Scrapped After a decade of criticism, agency is folded into gov't as result of core review. Read more: Education, BC Politics The British Columbia government recently withheld a finance ministry report about inappropriate pay for executives at a public institution from publication on the province's website, a move observers said sets a "novel" precedent that increases secrecy. The government made the report on compensation at Kwantlen Polytechnic University available to reporters on request when it was released earlier in June, and media were free to publish it on the internet as The Tyee did, but the press release cited freedom of information law as the reason why it wouldn't post the report on its website. The report found that the Kwantlen board had inappropriately given pre-employment payments to two executives, including current president Alan Davis, and then failed to properly disclose them to the government and public. At the time, Amrik Virk was head of the board's human resources sub-committee. Virk, elected as an MLA a year ago, is now the minister of advanced education in the cabinet Premier Christy Clark appointed after last year's election. Only in Canada? The finance ministry's release explained the decision to keep the report off the Internet by saying, "In compliance with government's duties under section 30.1 of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act, the report is not available on the government website." The section the release referred to says that "A public body must ensure that personal information in its custody or under its control is stored only in Canada and accessed only in Canada." By "personal information" it means "recorded information about an identifiable individual other than contact information." The act allows a couple exceptions to the section, including when the individual whose personal information is involved has consented to having it stored in or accessed from outside the country. It also says that the minister responsible for the act can issue an order to "allow disclosure outside Canada... in specific cases or specified circumstances, subject to any restrictions or conditions that the minister considers advisable." KPU also kept the report off its website, telling staff in an email that hard copies would be available in the institution's libraries. 'Inconsistent with the spirit': academic The interpretation is at odds with how the act has been used in the past, said Mike Larsen, a criminology instructor at KPU who specializes in access and privacy issues. "I don't think it's consistent with the spirit of the section," he said. The section was intended to protect British Columbian's personal information from things like access under the United States' Patriot Act, not to restrict reports dealing with issues of public accountability, he said. "I think this is all resting on a misinterpretation of the purpose and spirit of 30.1," he said. "I don't think it's going to hold up in the long run... I see there being a real need to clarify this section." A spokesperson for the finance ministry said in an email that the interpretation of the section was made on advice from counsel in the legal services branch of the attorney general's ministry. He declined to release the advice, saying it is subject to client-solicitor privilege. As for the exception allowing disclosure under the section when the individual affected gives his or her consent, the spokesperson said the government did not in this case seek that consent. 'Absurd', says FIPA The Office of the Information and Privacy Commissioner Elizabeth Denham, the independent officer of the legislature in charge of interpreting and enforcing the act, hasn't been consulted on the finance ministry's interpretation of section 30.1, a spokesperson said. "There are no cases I am aware of that have come before the OIPC regarding access to personal information outside of Canada of the nature you refer to in your inquiry," the emailed comments said. The OIPC could not, however, offer an opinion either. "The Office can't make a legal determination, or give legal advice, on this matter by way of your inquiry." Vincent Gogolek, the executive director of the B.C. Freedom of Information and Privacy advocacy group, called the finance ministry's decision "ridiculous," "absurd" and "short-sighted." If the government begins applying the decision consistently, a huge number of reports that contain personal information would have to be removed from the province's websites, he said. The annual public accounts, for example, are posted to the finance ministry's website and include the names and salaries of everyone who makes more than $75,000 a year. Calling it a "novel approach" to restricting access to public information, Gogolek said FIPA will be watching the issue. Though it has no immediate plans to challenge the interpretation, the organization will likely intervene if and when the opportunity arises. KPU's Davis announced earlier in the week that the school is launching its own investigation into hiring practices, and the NDP's David Eby who first brought the matter to public attention has asked the auditor general's office to investigate. Both the NDP and BC Conservatives have called on Virk to resign from cabinet, but Clark has said she has confidence in him and will keep him as the minister in charge of post-secondary education. Read more: Education, BC Politics Andrew MacLeod is The Tyee's Legislative Bureau Chief in Victoria. Find him on Twitter or reach him here.   Tweet What have we missed? What do you think? We want to know. Comment below. Keep in mind: Do: Verify facts, debunk rumours Add context and background Spot typos and logical fallacies Highlight reporting blind spots Ignore trolls Treat all with respect and curiosity Connect with each other Do not: Use sexist, classist, racist or homophobic language Libel or defame Bully or troll Troll patrol. Instead, flag suspect activity. Please enable JavaScript to view the comments powered by Disqus. comments powered by Disqus LNG a chance, not a windfall, says BC throne speech Postmedia could soon own almost every English newspaper in Canada. What could possibly go wrong? VIEW: Voting for your principles is 'strategic voting' Petition opposes BC's 'potential muzzling' of non-profits More troubles for BC's big LNG plans Tirade at Tyee by immigration minister's top aide analyzed tweet by tweet Government slow to respond to FOIs? No need to tell Bob Mackin Converting ferries to LNG will save money, reduce fares: CEO See more » Tyee Video Picks Submitted by Tyee staff, Today Last chance to see 'The Vancouver Asahi' baseball story at VIFF. Where do these videos come from? From you. Suggest one here! Most Popular Can 'Cuisine' Make a Better School Lunch? What I Saw with a German Tour of the Oilsands Don't Give Postmedia More Local Monopolies First Nations 'Front and Centre Now': Pierre Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign How Much Do You Trust Canada's Wireless Giants? Christy Clark's No Pro at LNG Poker BC Filmmaking Duo Passes the Acid Test For Kids, the Meal Is the Message Most Emailed Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign For Kids, the Meal Is the Message Understanding Harper's Evangelical Mission Who'd Be a School Trustee in 2014? Why New Euro-Canada Treaty Is a Gift to Oil Firms BC Filmmaking Duo Passes the Acid Test We Must Heed Naomi Klein's Call China Deal Trumps Province, First Nations on Energy Projects: Treaty Expert Fired Researcher Who Killed Self Was Evaluating Drug Backed by Clark Climate Warriors Must Forge Stronger Alliances, Now Reported Elsewhere Postmedia could soon own almost every English newspaper in Canada (via DeSmog) Petronas CEO warns of 15-year delay to BC LNG project (via G&M) BC government apologizes for firing worker who later killed himself (via the Victoria Times-Colonist) From Tibet to Taiwan, China's outer regions watch Hong Kong protests intently (via the New York Times) It's a shame Jean-Claude Duvalier died a free man, says ex-UN prosecutor (via CBC News) Vancouver's cabbies take aim at Uber (via The Province) Keurig's coffee supremacy challenged by Canadian firm (via Yahoo! News) North and South Korea 'agree to talks' (via BBC News) See more » Your BC: The Tyee's Photo Pool Join The Tyee's Flickr group » View previous selections » Most Commented What I Saw with a German Tour of the Oil Sands (132 comments) Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign (76 comments) 'The Environment Is the Economy': MP Weston (106 comments) Fired Researcher Who Killed Self Was Evaluating Drug Backed by Clark (57 comments) Climate Warriors Must Forge Stronger Alliances, Now (53 comments) ISIS Threat: Let's Refuse to be Scared (79 comments) We Must Heed Naomi Klein's Call (309 comments) Christy Clark's No Pro at LNG Poker (38 comments) Six Steps to Protect Canadians from Flaws in China Trade Deal (128 comments) How Labour Unions Make Us Healthier (31 comments) About The Tyee National Pool Contributors Advertise Contact Funding Jobs Master Classes Privacy Policy Submissions Support The Tyee News Culture Opinion National Mediacheck Solutions Video Publications Tyee News Weekly Archives The Hook Other BC Blogs Reported Elsewhere Steve Burgess Murray Dobbin Michael Geist Crawford Kilian Rafe Mair Andrew Nikiforuk Shannon Rupp Bill Tieleman Dorothy Woodend Follow The Tyee Subscribe by email Subscribe by RSS Tyee Mobile App Managed Hosting by Gossamer Threads × Share article via email Send this article to: Your email address: Your message: Would you like to receive The Tyee's headlines free by email? Yes, every day. Yes, once a week. I already subscribe. No, thanks. Submit Show form again » Close)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/BargainingAndContracts.aspx?id=26640,BCTF > Is BC emulating the worst of US policies in education?  	Bargaining and contracts  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers Aboriginal Education  Bargaining & Collective Agreements  Français  Health & Safety  New Teachers  Opportunities for Members  Pensions Professional Development  Professional Rights & Responsibility  Provincial Specialist Associations  Salary & Benefits  Teachers Teaching On Call  Teaching Resources  For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Bargaining & Collective Agreements > Bargaining 2011/12 > Research Strikes Back Is BC emulating the worst of US policies in education?  Diane Ravitch has written an article in Education Week[1] where she discusses data from recent surveys of teachers in the USA, one of which shows a dramatic increase over the last two years in the number of teachers considering leaving the profession. She reflects on the reasons:  What has happened in the past two years? Let's see: Race to the Top promoted the idea that teachers should be evaluated by the test scores of their students; “Waiting for ‘Superman’” portrayed teachers as the singular cause of low student test scores; many states, including Wisconsin, Florida, Louisiana, Michigan, Indiana, and Ohio have passed anti-teacher legislation, reducing or eliminating teachers' rights to due process and their right to bargain collectively; the Obama administration insists that schools can be "turned around" by firing some or all of the staff. These events have combined to produce a rising tide of public hostility to educators, as well as the unfounded beliefs that schools alone can end poverty and can produce 100 percent proficiency and 100 percent graduation rates if only “failing schools” are closed, “bad” educators are dismissed, and “effective” teachers get bonuses.  The two surveys are the Met Life Survey of American Teachers[2] and the Primary Sources 2012 survey[3], the latter funded by Scholastic and the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation. The Met Life survey provides evidence of a huge increase in demoralization among American teachers while the Primary Sources study outlines teachers’ long hours of work and their dissatisfaction with the importance placed on standardized and external assessments. In considering what the surveys reflect, Ravitch states:  What do teachers want? They want to spend less time on discipline and more time collaborating with their colleagues and preparing lessons. They want more resources for the students with the greatest needs. They want more training to reach every student in their care.  In conclusion she argues:  The goal of the (Primary Sources) survey “is to place teachers' voices at the center of the conversation on education reform by sharing their thoughts and opinions with the public, the media, and education leaders.” Is anyone listening? The two surveys clearly reflect how multiple barrages of criticism, legislation, punitive actions and lack of teacher voice in education reform is damaging the fabric of American education. There are disturbing parallels between the findings of the US surveys and what is happening in British Columbia. The (2009) BCTF Worklife of BC teachers survey[4] found a dramatically increased concern among teachers over the actions of the provincial government, and that survey took place well before the current context of Bill 22. Bill 22 essentially forces teachers into compliance with a range of ‘alignments’ to be defined by the government, repeals earlier legislation and restricts the scope of bargaining, offers inappropriate monetary rewards for overcrowded classes, and imposes massive fines for individual and union non-compliance with the legislation. The attacks that have demoralized American teachers are clearly being emulated by the Liberal government of British Columbia, yet Michael Fullan (who addressed BC Superintendents on September 7, 2011), in his book All Systems Go (2010) has made a strong case for governments to build better relationships with teachers and teacher unions:  Teacher unions have a right to be suspicious about governments (for example in the U.S. or Ontario, pre-2003) after years, and in some cases, decades, of failed reform where teachers received more blame than the “system” did for failing schools. Now, government has to go out of its way to rebuild relationships with the teaching force. It will take years of persistence, patience and perspective. It will be frustrating, sometimes desperately slow, but simply put, there is no way to make whole system reform work without the entire teaching profession and its leaders (p. 95–96).  The USA is clearly showing Canadians where not to go in terms of reforms that don’t work and that demoralize teachers. Yet the BC government’s education policies ignore a wide range of research and analysis, including that from its own consultant in Michael Fullan, to tread the same failed path, and will likely reap the same results. [1] What do Teachers Want? April 10, 2012 http://blogs.edweek.org/edweek/Bridging-Differences/   [2] http://www.metlife.com/about/corporate-profile/citizenship/metlife-foundation/metlife-survey-of-the-american-teacher.html?WT.mc_id=vu1101  [3] http://www.scholastic.com/primarysources/download.asp   [4] http://bctf.ca/IssuesInEducation.aspx?id=21498    About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "October is #FosterFamilyMonth. Thank you #BC for opening your homes and hearts to more than 5,900 children and youth." @John_Yap - 11:14pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2014_06_01_archive.html,Staffroom Confidential: June 2014 Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Saturday, June 21, 2014 Ranking & Sorting - An Essential Service What is schooling for? In the midst of a teacher strike that is now entering its second week, the BC Labour Relations Board provided an answer - to rank and sort students. Upon application from the BC government, they declared that providing Grade 12 student marks was an essential service, and on Friday afternoon, that reviewing Grade 10 and 11 marks provided by school administrators was an essential service. Also essential is the provision of provincial exams, which students wrote last week behind teacher picket lines. I guess we already knew that time in the classroom learning was not paramount. Many Districts across BC have shortened the school year by a week or longer to address chronic budget shortfalls. Some have even adopted a four day week. So it was already evident that time involved in learning activities with teachers can be jettisoned - if it saves money. No surprise then that the government appears to have very little interest in ending the strike and re-opening schools before the end of June. We also knew that somehow the BC government thinks that limiting the constitutional right to strike should expand far beyond genuinely life threatening situations. It was all the way back in 2001 that the Essential Services legislation made the provision of education "essential". But what is increasingly clear is that was is  "essential" for government has nothing to do with educating. What is "essential" is that lists of marks are available to rank and sort students - no matter what they had the opportunity to learn and no matter how inaccurate those rankings might be. And what is also essential to government is that essential services legislation continue to erode the right to strike. The government lockout prevented teachers from planning and marking. For the last several weeks of school, assignments were abridged, trips were cancelled, and learning activities cut short. Teachers simply could not continue to teach in the manner they do under the terms of the lockout and the severe restrictions on the working day. In my district, six out of the seven secondary schools also cancelled final course tests. In my daughter's school, the decision was made by the school administration and announced on the PA system before teachers even knew. In other words, the final month of school, which is about 20% of second semester courses, was shortened. And grading and assessment was altered - in many cases without the teacher even having any control over it. Many teachers forced to submit Grade 12 marks on Friday did the only thing they think is ethical and honest in the circumstances - they assigned an "In Progress" mark. They acknowledged that the assessment of student work is not in relation to all the learning required in the course. They did what is a fair and accurate representation of student outcomes given the lockout's impact. One teacher I know even went further, providing a range of potential outcomes each student might achieve if they had the opportunity to actually complete the course, including final assessments. Next week teachers will be asked to "review" a mark provided by an administrator. I don't know where these marks are going to come from. Perhaps they will be term marks from term one and will not reflect any student work completed since April. Perhaps they will come from some other magical place. What I do know is that administrators have not taught these students and have no mechanism to provide a genuine professional opinion about the level of student achievement in relation to the learning outcomes of the course. So why are they putting marks into the system? I guess because they have been ordered to do so. At the end of the day, administrators will place a grade on every grade 10, 11 and 12 student's transcript. That grade will in many cases not reflect the student's abilities relative to the full course curriculum. But it will provide some data for someone else to make a judgement about that student. And this is ultimately what these grades are for - to rank and sort students. And apparently this is essential. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 1:46 PM 1 comment: Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest Monday, June 2, 2014 Can we afford smaller classes? Absolutely. Education Minister Fassbender seems to have backed off his stance that class sizes don't matter. Not surprisingly, it was one of the first concerns raised at the annual general meeting of the BC Confederation of Parent Advisory Council's Q & A discussion: Education Minister Peter Fassbender spoke to conference delegates Friday morning and was later peppered with questions, starting with this one: “How does class size not matter?” Parents also wanted to know what his government is doing to help with complex classes, how it will protect schools threatened with permanent closure, whether the labour dispute will upset graduation activities and final exams and whether negotiations will continue throughout the summer. There were no surprises in his answers: Class size is important up to a point, but not as important as class composition and teacher quality, given limited tax dollars, he said. Government has provided additional dollars to help with class composition challenges but it’s an issue that needs more attention, after a contract is signed, he added.* So his back up answer? We can't afford it. And another old standby...class composition matters more. (I don't deal with teacher quality - another red herring, but read my thoughts on it here.) Class size and class composition are inextricably linked. When the portion of the student population with identified special needs is high, the only way to create educationally sound classes is by having smaller classes. So if, for example, what is reasonable for a typical classroom is three students with special needs (the guidelines that used to be in legislation with Bill 33), but there are 8 students with special needs in Grade 5 out of 50 students, the only way to configure classes is to have three smaller classes rather than two larger ones. I'm not sure what other solution Fassbender could be referring to for class composition, unless he means segregation. So can we afford smaller classes? British Columbians both can afford it and are willing to pay for it. The best evidence comes from an excellent report prepared last year by the Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives. They costed this specific question, and they asked British Columbians what they thought about it. The first thing they point out is how much tax revenue we would have for public services if only the tax cuts implemented by the BC Liberals never took place: If BC collected today the same amount in tax revenues as a share of the economy  (GDP) as we did in 2000, we would have $3.5 billion more in public funds this year  alone. Meaning, no deficit, and the ability to invest in enhanced or even new public  services. But they go on to look at class size and composition in particular, and what it would take to fund this with new, progressive income tax brackets for high income earners: Two new brackets at the top: 18%  on income $150,000–$200,000; and  21% on income over $200,000 (would generate) $700 million (which could pay for) 2,000 units of new social housing per year plus restore  K–12 class sizes, composition, and specialist teacher  staffing to levels that prevailed five years ago Or alternatively: Increase the current top (5th) bracket rate  to 17%, and add two new upper income  brackets: 20% on income $150,000–$200,000,  and 22% on income over $200,000  (would generate) $930 million (which could pay for) Welfare benefit increases, a major funding increase to  the Ministry of Children and Family Development, plus  restore K–12 class sizes, composition, and specialist  teacher staffing to levels that prevailed five years ago The CCPA backed up these policy proposals with polling to see what British Columbians think about increasing taxes on the wealthy and corporations, or even themselves, in order to spend on public services. Here is what they found: The overwhelming majority of British Columbians (90%) think there should be income tax increases for those at the top. As to where those higher taxes should kick in, a clear majority (57%) says at $100,000 per year of income. A majority (67%) also think major corporations are asked to pay less tax than they should. ... Of course it’s easy to say someone else should pay more taxes. That’s why it comes as a further surprise to discover the openness British Columbians show when it comes to potential tax increases for themselves. When initially asked a general question about their own level of taxation, most people feel they pay too much – no surprise given the cost of living challenges many wrestle with. But, when taxes are linked to concrete policies that can reduce inequality and improve our quality of life, the story changes. Respondents were asked if they would consider paying a slightly higher share of their own income to provincial income tax (for most people representing a few hundred dollars per year) in order to help bring about 11 different policy changes. The changes included things like providing more access to home and community based health care for seniors, increasing welfare benefit rates, creating a $10 per day child care program, protecting BC’s forests and endangered species, or reducing class sizes in K-12 education. The results are striking: 68% say they are willing to pay a higher share of their income in order to help bring about 4 or more of the 11 policies. And once again, this held true for majorities regardless of which political party people intended to vote for in the next provincial election.  - See more at: https://www.policyalternatives.ca/publications/commentary/british-columbians-are-ready-thoughtful-conversation-about-taxes#sthash.jQ51lTNa.dpuf Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 3:44 PM 1 comment: Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest Newer Posts Older Posts Home Subscribe to: Posts (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts All Comments Atom All Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ▼  June (2) Ranking & Sorting - An Essential Service Can we afford smaller classes? Absolutely. ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=22384&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 23, Number 5, March 2011   Le miracle finlandais Par Moh Chelali  Imaginez des étudiants qui déambulent une bonne partie de la journée dans des couloirs aux couleurs chaudes décorés de travaux des élèves de l’école. Adossés aux murs, quelques fauteuils pour que les élèves discutent en groupe ou simplement se reposent. Imaginez de vastes classes très spacieuses équipées de tout le matériel le plus moderne y compris des derniers cris de la technologie. Les élèves y passent seulement 45 minutes de cours pour chaque séance. Aucun test, quiz ou examen n’est administré! Jusqu’à 9 ans les élèves ne sont pas notés et même quand ils le sont à partir de 9 ans il n’y a pas de chiffre ou de pourcentage associé à la note, juste quelques commentaires !! Imaginez des élèves joyeux qui déposent sans crainte leur vêtement dans des vestiaires en libre accès dans le hall de l’école alors que leurs vélos utilisés pour venir sont laissés sans antivol dans des emplacements prévus à l’intérieur de l’école. Imaginez des relations entre professeurs et élèves empreintes d’une grande familiarité jusqu’au point que certains élèves peuvent téléphoner si besoin est à leur professeur sur son portable pour obtenir des éclaircissements sur un point du programme et où il n’est pas rare non plus qu’un professeur se rende au domicile de ses élèves afin de se rendre compte de leurs conditions de vie. Imaginez des enseignants avec moins d’heures de cours à enseigner que dans n’importe quel autre système scolaire dans le monde. Des enseignants qui ont tout le temps nécessaire pour réfléchir à leur pédagogie et offrir des activités extracurriculaires aux élèves. Chaque enseignant a toute l’autonomie pour enseigner ce qu’il veut, comme il le veut et quand le veut dans le cadre des objectifs globaux du curriculum. Les effectifs des classes dépassent rarement les 20 élèves. Imaginez une école totalement gratuite sans aucun frais. Les fournitures scolaires et les repas sont fournis gratuitement. Le directeur d'école est un enseignant la moitié du temps, et durant l’autre moitié il est responsable de l'encadrement et de la coordination pédagogique. Les tâches de la gestion des finances sont assurées par la municipalité dans laquelle l’école est située. Imaginez des écoles privées intégrées ou jumelées à un système public plus que performant et où l’élève se rend avec plaisir à l’école la plus proche de chez lui. Imaginez des enseignants avec une maîtrise comme formation académique pour commencer leur métier et qui reçoivent un soutien continu et une multitude de choix de développement professionnel. Souvent, ces enseignants sont rattachés au centre d’études ou de recherches de l’université la plus proche de leur école pour explorer les meilleures approches pédagogiques pour mieux aider leurs élèves. Imaginez des écoles maternelles et pré-maternelles avec une atmosphère familiale presque comme à la maison. Des éducateurs en nombre suffisant pour communiquer en tout temps avec chaque enfant. Trois assistantes maternelles plus une aide ménagère par groupe de 12 enfants entre 1 et 3 ans sont en permanence présents; 2 professeurs qualifiés, une assistante maternelle et une aide ménagère sont présents pour tout groupe de 21 enfants entre 3 et 6 ans. Imaginez que tout le mobilier de l’école est astucieusement choisi pour ses couleurs et son confort pour n’imposer aucun stress inutile aux enfants. Le rythme des activités est organisé de telle manière que les enfants restent calmes, détendus et disponibles. Imaginez qu’on cherche avant tout à éveiller l’enfant, par des activités ludiques et des jeux et ce n’est qu’à partir de 7 ans que les enfants commencent normalement à apprendre à lire. Après 7 ans, chaque jour est consacré à une discipline (musique, sport, activités manuelle ou artistiques, langue maternelle, maths) mais c’est seulement le matin que les enfants s’y initient, de façon toujours très attractive. L’après-midi est réservé au jeu. Imaginez que les apprentissages initiaux se font sans violence, sans stress et sans contrainte excessive en ayant pour seul souci de stimuler, de motiver, d’être à l’écoute. Si un enfant montre des dispositions particulières ce qui n’est pas rare dans un tel climat, on lui donnera l’opportunité d’apprendre à lire plus précocement (6 ans). En revanche, en accord avec les parents, les professeurs peuvent garder un enfant jusqu’à 8 ans au niveau de la maternelle s’il apparaît qu’il n’est pas prêt pour la classe supérieure. Après, le redoublement est en principe proscrit par la loi. Une école de rêve dites-vous ? Existe-t-elle vraiment ? Et si elle existe combien coûtera-t-elle aux payeurs d’impôts ? Vous l’aurez compris au titre de cet article, cette école existe bel et bien et elle s’appelle le modèle finlandais. « Le modèle finlandais est le meilleur au monde ». Selon une étude internationale menée par l’OCDE (enquête Pisa) : à 15 ans le niveau des élèves finlandais surpasse de loin celui de leurs camarades européens et d’ailleurs dans le monde. La Finlande arrive en tête pour les performances en lecture de ses élèves parmi les 43 pays participants (les 30 pays de l’OCDE plus 13 pays associés). Elle arrive à la 4ème place en maths et à la 3ème place en sciences. Déjà au début des années 2000 elle figurait parmi les tout premiers pays au monde pour l’efficacité de son éducation. En 2003, elle améliora encore sa position, et obtint la première place, parmi les 41 pays participants, dans les 3 matières déjà évaluées en 2000 et la seconde pour la résolution de problèmes, introduite dans cette nouvelle session de 2003. La Finlande reste depuis en tête de liste des pays développés qui participent aux tests PISA («Programme international pour le suivi des acquis des élèves» mené par les pays de l’OCDE) Combien cela coûte? Tenez-vous bien, les dépenses annuelles par étudiant en Finlande sont aux alentours de 7500$ par étudiants soit 5.8% du PIB. Ceci reste bien inférieur au coût de pratiquement toutes les provinces au Canada. À titre d’exemple le coût par étudiant est de 8500$ en Colombie-Britannique, de 8,300$ (2006) au Québec et de 10,730 $ en Ontario ! Quel est alors le secret de ce miracle ? La Finlande a fait un choix délibéré de parier sur l’élève qui est au centre de l’apprentissage. Les diverses approches sont basées sur une fine et profonde analyse des besoins réels de chaque élève et chaque élève est unique. Bien sûr le système finlandais respecte profondément les savoirs, mais il respecte encore plus les individus à qui il veut les faire acquérir. Comme décrit ci-haut, l’environnement est chaleureux et accueillant sans aucune contrainte ni stress imposé sur les élèves ou les enseignants. Les rythmes d’apprentissages sont savamment adaptés et dosés aux rythmes des élèves. Dès la maternelle, on a instauré une détection précoce des handicaps et des troubles de l’apprentissage et on a préparé des interventions adaptées avec un personnel spécialisé et hautement qualifié. Le taux d’encadrement est très élevé avec des enseignants qui ont tous une maîtrise en éducation et une formation sur le terrain très exigeante. Les enseignants sont au cœur du succès finlandais. Tous les enseignants sont experts et associés à l’université pour des travaux de recherches et de pédagogie appliquée. Les enseignants sont très respectés dans la société et jouissent d’une liberté pédagogique totale et d’une grande marge d’autonomie et d’initiative. C’est assurément là une composante essentielle de leur motivation. Un pays comme la Finlande nous donne l’exemple d’un modèle performant à suivre. Les querelles stériles qui empoisonnent encore aujourd’hui le climat d’éducation chez nous, devrait être dépassées par un vrai dialogue constructif de tous les partenaires sociaux. Il y a quelques semaines, l’association des directeurs d’école de la C-B a rejeté les tests standardisés appelés en anglais (FSA) pour les même raisons que les enseignants. Et que fait notre ministre? Elle s’entête à les faire passer alors qu’une grande proportion des parents les rejettent et que de ce point de vue, même s’ils avaient un intérêt pédagogique-ce qui n’est pas le cas- ils ne sont pas statistiquement significatifs. C’est tout simplement une perte de temps et d’argent. On pourra parler aussi de la fermeture d’écoles de proximité sous la couverture de l’efficacité économique, ce qui n’aide pas au travail de proximité en éducation. Mais énumérer la longue liste de ce dont il faut débattre et corriger fera partie d’un autre débat. L’école est devenue un instrument politique qui obéit aux règles de l’offre et de la demande, jugée plus sur sa performance économique que sur sa valeur sociale. L’école devrait plutôt être considérée comme un idéal de rassemblement de tous afin d’édifier une société juste et prospère. References et vidéos à voir : www.dailymotion.com/video/xc3psh_le-modele-deducation-finlandaise_tech  www.dailymotion.com/video/x8f8w1_education-le-modele-finlandais_news  Moh Chelali, Responsable des programmes et services en français, Fédération des enseignants de la Colombie-Britannique.  Synopsis: This article describes the education system in Finland and explains how Finland’s education system became the best in the world.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9184&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 19, Number 1, September 2006  Classified advertising TRAVEL/VACATION EAST COAST COTTAGES Beach House at the Cape, sleeps 10, 4 bd., 2 bath, sunroom, 2 sundecks, bbq, private, treed property. The Ocean Breeze Cottage, sleeps 5, 2 bd., 1 bath, wraparound deck, bbq. Both properties are next to each other and can be rented together, fresh seafood market nearby, beautiful sandy beaches. Centrally located along the NB coast, 1 hr. to PEI or NS. Wkly or mthly rates. Visit our website: www.seatosearentals.com CHEMAINUS, Vancouver Island. Tide’s Inn, sleeps 2, gas F/P, Tide’s Table, sleeps 5, quiet with beautiful gardens, both properties have panoramic ocean views, covered decks and are beautifully decorated. Enjoy kayaking, golfing, beautiful beaches and Salt Spring Ferry nearby. Wkly and mthly rates. Visit our website: www.seatosearentals.com PUERTO VALLARTA Beautiful, large, 2 bd. furn. condo, downtown, 3 blks from the Malecon (beach). Reasonable wkly rates, N/S, dbemc@hotmail.com, 604-608-4268. Old PUERTO VALLARTA large 1 bd. condo, 2 blks from Los Muertos Beach, 604-879-7673, www.vrbo.com/56182 QUEEN CHARLOTTE ISLANDS/ HAIDA GWAII Fabulous "mothership" kayaking, wilderness adventure, unforgettable experiences. 1-888-559-8317, www.island.net/~archipel WHISTLER Condo. Sleeps 4, views, close to village, all amen. 604-943-9423. GRANADA, NICARAGUA. Discover this beautiful Spanish colonial city and little known country. B&B run by retired BC teacher. For information contact carolannrea@hotmail.com WHISTLER GETAWAY. Pinecrest Estates, 5 bd., 1400 sq.ft. cabin, sauna, deck with BBQ, fully-equip. kitchen, DW, WD, wood stove (wood provided). Rates from $175/nt. (seasonal) glush@shaw.ca or 604-936-3346. BLACKCOMB Luxury 2 bd/loft, 3 bath, sleeps 8, ski-in, ski-out, 604-940-0156. WHISTLER CREEK townhouse for rent. View of Alta Lake. 2 bath., 3 bd., sleeps 6. 604-535-3447. WHISTLER 1 bd. condo (Whistler Creekside) sleeps 4, F/P, hot tub, swimming pool, sauna, kitchen fully equipped, u/ground parking, close to lift and stores. Call Jan or John at 604-530-0958. WHISTLER Weekend ski group. Emerald Estates. 4+ bd., 2+ bath, rustic log cabin, F/P, hot tub, 6 appliances, bbq, deck. Phone for email photos. 604-980-1904, 604-935-9635. MAZATLAN, MEXICO 2 bd., 2 bath condo. Sleeps 4. Pool, tennis, 3 blks to beach. Teacher owned $1000 US/mo. Tel. 604-733-6184, e-mail: leilade@shaw.ca SUN PEAKS RESORT Stone’s Throw, Unit 49, luxurious brand new condo, 2 bd/ 2 bath, sleeps 5, ski-in/ski-out, mountain views, private hot tub, F/P, bbq, 6 appliances, plasma TVs. All amenities. NS/NP. 1-800-585-8834, reservation code: Teacher WHISTLER Village North, 2 bd. deluxe townhome. 604-531-6847. View at www.whistlervacationhome.ca. FRANCE. Ultimate vacations, privately owned, beautiful furn. 1 bd. central Paris. Provence lovely furn. house close to Avignon. Wkly/mthly. 604-738-1876, 604-298-3904, i_roland@hotmail.com, www.ultimateparis.com KIHEI, MAUI. Large selection of fully equipped condos. Great beaches. Near shopping centre. Call Alf, 604-291-1751, F: 604-291-9773, kihei@telus.net. WHISTLER Deluxe 1 bd., village, 2.5/ bed. Creekside, rates $69+, salij@shaw.ca ACAPULCO time share condo available (Spring Break ‘07) sleeps 4, 1 wk. $750 CDN. More info at www.RAVC.com, Phone Jackie 604-594-6207. KIHEI, MAUI. Privately owned, beautiful fully furn. 2 bd., 2 bath condo across from Kamaole beaches. Great complex, Great location. 250-598-6955, F: 250-598-6965. FRANCE HOLIDAY RENTALS Medieval house/ studio, 16C village, Montagnac, S France. 1/2 hr. Montpellier, 15 min. Med. sjevent@shaw.ca WHISTLER BLACKCOMB Ski-in/ski-out, luxury condo, sleeps 5, pool, hot tubs, 3 night min. www.at_blackcomb.com, Sheila 604-929-6589. WHISTLER Townhouse, sleeps 8, fully equip. 604-985-7669 or Gary 604-669-7212. FOR RENT VANCOUVER Clean, bright, quiet, centrally located condos at Robson & Bute. 1 bd. $85/single. Daily/weekly/monthly rates. 604-608-4268, dbemc@hotmail.com WANTED TO RENT Two female working students seeking clean, quiet affordable daylight suite or ? in safe neighbourhood toward UBC. On bus route. Will housesit. Reliable. pkereluk@sd23.bc.ca KASLO. 2 quaint lakefront cottages avail. Sept 06-June 07. Fully furn., clean, close to town, great view. N/S, N/P, $400 & $500/mo. plus util. Call 250-828-9967 or e-mail kaslocottage@shaw.ca BRENTWOOD BAY lovely Vancouver Island house for rent in beautiful Brentwood Bay (short drive to Victoria). 3 bd. rancher, 2 1/2 bath, parklike yard near ocean walks, schools, and parks. From Oct. 1/06 to July 1/07. $1500/mo. Ph: 250-652-8896. PORT COQUITLAM Large 1 bd., main floor, new kitchen, 1 1/2 baths. Quiet, park-like setting. Shared laundry, utilities. N/S, No dogs. References. $750. 604-944-9575. PET LOVERS: Quiet vacation retreat at CULTUS LAKE for rent starting November 1 for 6 to 8 wks. Beautiful new executive home [furnished] with spectacular view of lake. Rent REDUCED from $2500 to $1000/mo. in EXCHANGE for care of older dog and cat. Excellent references required. N/S. Email cultusretreat@telus.net. MISCELLANEOUS MASTER OF EDUCATION (Special Education) by coursework offered by Flinders University in S. Australia is recognized by the B.C. TQS. Degree available entirely in distance mode. Apply now for commencement of study semester one (late February) or semester two (late July). More information at: ehlt.flinders. edu.au/northamerica or from the program co-ordinator, Bernice.Burnip@flinders.edu.au SEARCH ASSOCIATES International Job Fair, Toronto, Feb. 2-4, where over 50 schools from around the world will be recruiting teachers for the upcoming school year. Workshop for interested teachers will be held in Vancouver in November. Visit our website for date & locations. For more information, contact Ray Sparks, raysparks@eastlink.ca or visit our website www.searchassociates.com VARIETY-THE CHILDREN’S CHARITY Working with children is your special passion. Leaving a legacy in your will for BC’s special kids will be your gift of a lifetime. There are estate planning benefits too. Contact Peter Chipman to confirm. Toll free 1-800-381-2040, direct 604-268-3887 or email peter.chipman@variety.bc.ca TEACHING POSITIONS in International Schools through the 19th annual Teachers’ Overseas Recruiting Fair at Queen’s University, Feb. 9-11, 2007. Hundreds of positions K-12 in dozens of countries. Most contracts for 2 years. Pre-registration required. educ. queensu.ca/placement CERTIFIED TEACHERS needed for in-home tutoring (all subjects and grades) 604-439-1790, www.schooliseasy.com FOR SALE Lovely country estate with 2 homes on 20 acres. 10 min. to Parksville and Qualicum Beach. Main residence 3200 sq.ft. with in-law 1 bd. suite. Economical heat pump. Panoramic mountain views. Established garden area for your vegetables, flowers and fruit. Second home provides steady rental income. Pasture for horses or hobby farm and forested areas. $895,000. Contact Neil Callander 1-250-248-6587, e-mail randall@mala.bc.ca RESOURCES KOZMIC VISUAL CONNECTIONS visual boards, charts, guides, kits, picture cues, and routines for children and adults who require visual supports to enhance their daily life. These products may be of particular interest for special education teachers or teaching assistants. Check our web site at http://members.shaw.ca/kvcweb/default.htm, e-mail kozmicvc@shaw.ca, or call us at 306-978-3362. BRAIN BASED LEARNING Know how the brain learns best? Teaching in a brain compatible way? Stuck kids? LA teacher, 30 yrs experience plus 9 yrs facilitating Pro-D in over 25 BC districts. Demonstrates practical, effective, easy to use teaching strategies to boost student learning and rejuvenate your own brain. High energy, uplifting, optimistic, presentations. It’s the future. No brain, no gain. www.braincoach.ca www.bcfieldtrips.ca Search our field-trip data base or attend the 4th Annual Field Trip Fair, Sept. 25 at the Richmond Museum. Meet educators from 50 community groups that offer field trip opportunities in the Lower Mainland and beyond. Snacks, door prizes and giveaways for pre-registered guests. Detailed information and free registration on our web site, www.bcfieldtrips.ca PRO-D WORKSHOPS that deliver the tools to improve low written output. Julie Ferguson has changed the way over 2000 teachers approach creative writing by harmonizing brain- and evidence-based research with professional writing tips. Visit www.beaconlit.com/teacherworkshops.htm, then call 604-469-1319 or email info@ beaconlit.com to book Julie for your next event. TEACHING WEATHER? Finally! A cohesive, well-planned package of lessons and resources for teaching the foundations of weather science. Designed for BC’s science curriculum. Purchase "Destination Discovery: The Weather Zone" for $22.95 at: www.discoverysciencelearning.com CUBA TOUR FOR TEACHERS An 8-day program for educators and their spouses to learn about the island’s education and social system, meet its people and engage in its culture, arts and history. The tour is focused on teachers planning to take their students to the island in the future. Dates: Wed 27 Dec 2006 - Wed 03 Jan 2007. See www.hello cuba.ca/teachers for itinerary and costs. BC-WIDE CUBA STUDENTS TOUR A 10-day tour program led by BCTF educators. The tour is open to all BC high school students over spring break 2007. Program focus is music, dance, culture and volunteerism. We encourage teachers to invite your students to join this program. Travel dates: Thr 15 Mar - Sat 24 Mar 2006. See www.hellocuba.ca/bc for itinerary and costs. ORGANIZE A STUDENT CUBA TOUR Cuba is the preferred choice for educators seeking culturally rewarding study abroad experiences for their students. It is safe and economical. Your students return having enjoyed an experience-of-a-lifetime. As a result they become more engaged academically and civically. Our notforprofit organization assists teachers with every step of planning and organization. Teacher leaders travel free. See our website at www.hellocuba.ca VENEZUELA FOR STUDENTS Cuba Education Tours offers short-term study abroad programs for BC high school students to Venezuela. See our programs at www.hellovenezuela.ca MEXICO FOR STUDENTS Cuba Education Tours provides short term study abroad programs for BC high school students to learn from and volunteer with their indigenous peers in the Oaxaca region of Mexico. See our programs at www.hellomexico.ca TERRY FOX RUN IN CUBA Students go to Cuba from Fri 16 Mar–Fri 23 Mar, 2007 (spring break). Join cuban youth in the world’s largest Terry Fox run after Canada. Participate in sporting events, visit Cuba’s cultural venues and historic sites for one week. Educators: please announce to your students, and teachers are welcome too! See www.hellocuba.ca/fox for more info.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=29049,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2013 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 25, Number 4, Jan./Feb. 2013   New teacher mentoring project  By Alison Davies  Mentoring has a long and prodigious history within education, stretching back to the original mentor who accompanied Odysseus’ son, Telemachus, on his journey as told in Homer’s epic. Mentor as guide provides the archetype for the informal and practical ways experienced teachers accompany and help new teachers as they move into the profession. Newer teachers need the help of other’s experience to build confidence, understanding, and to translate their vision and ideals into effective practice. Mentoring programs have multiplied throughout BC and Canada within the last 15 years as an attempt to create more structured processes and supports for new teacher induction. The interest in mentorship programs is also reflected in the growing body of current international research, which confirms how mentoring can improve teaching effectiveness, teacher retention, and student achievement.   A grant from the Ministry of Education was approved in spring 2012 to support a joint BCTF/UBC pilot project aimed at developing mentoring programs in BC school districts that currently do not have structured mentoring programs in place. The proposal was submitted as a three-year project, beginning with three districts for the first year, and expanding from what is learned as the project grows. Funds were granted for the first year, and I was hired as co-ordinator on a one-year contract with the BCTF to oversee the project. As co-ordinator, I report to an advisory committee, including members from UBC, BCSSA (supertintendents) as well as members of the BCTF. In the spring 2012, the BCTF initiated a survey to better describe mentoring programs currently active in districts across British Columbia. Of the 60 school districts in the province, 29 reported having formal mentoring support for their teachers, and 21 of those programs have been functioning for five years or more. While there is substantial history of experience and practice in mentoring work within many districts/locals within BC, districts have struggled to sustain their programs through budget cutbacks, shifting demographics, and changes within district and local leadership. Many other districts/ locals are seeking ways to initiate a mentoring program to help retain teachers and provide essential support for the transition into the practice of the profession. The New Teacher Mentoring Project offers a timely response at a critical time as teaching professionals recognize the significance of mentoring to the continuity of personal professional growth and to building a culture of collaboration and collegiality within and across schools. There is a growing consensus of interest among all education providers calling for a more integrated, and sustained system of support for the induction of teachers in their early years. The vision of the project is to place teachers mentoring teachers at the heart of the induction process, respecting the wealth of teacher knowledge and the capacity of teacher leadership. Proposals came from 20 school districts across BC to participate in the first year of the project, prepared jointly with local teacher associations. The three districts—Haida Gwaii, Kootenay-Columbia, and Kamloops Thompson—were chosen for participation, because they offered comparative differences in geographic and demographic size, in the mix of rural and urban schools, Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal communities. The early months of the project have focused on supporting each of the three districts in establishing a framework for a mentorship program that can respond to the specific contexts and challenges for teachers in these different areas of BC. There are currently 58 teachers engaged as mentors and mentees. A steering committee has been established in the three districts that includes union leadership and administrative directors. The focus of mentoring partnerships reveals the distinctiveness in each district: Kamloops is supporting some of the new TTOCs and chose to structure the program to build connection across schools and district. In Kootenay-Columbia mentoring partnerships are providing a means for educators to collaborate on implementation of new math curriculum and explore innovations in secondary school teaching and learning. Haida Gwaii mentors are helping teachers build knowledge and confidence in new assignments such as learning assistance and counselling, and bridge between Haida language and curriculum implementation. The project funds have also made it possible to hire a 0.2 FTE mentoring teacher in the Kamloops Thompson District to support four teachers working in rural schools. For teachers entering the profession in more rural environments, unique challenges are faced in accessing resources, networking with other professionals, and teaching across multiple grades. The Kamloops mentoring position provides a way to regularly visit these rural teachers and offer more consistent response to their challenges. UBC is partnering with the New Teacher Mentoring project to conduct research into ways that a formal mentorship program might more effectively support our rural teachers through its rural teacher education focus. Although we are just a few months into the project, it is already evident how mentoring offers both emotional support and professional challenge for new professionals working to integrate their knowledge, skills, and ideals into the real world of the classroom. The ‘praxis shock’ in becoming a professional teacher is a familiar story and can lead quickly to feeling overwhelmed, discouraged, and isolated. Kamloops mentor Rachael Sdoutz states, “my mentee’s biggest challenge will be to find a balance and to not let herself get discouraged as she faces the reality of teaching day to day—the system is changing more slowly than the new techniques and philosophies.” How can we support our new colleagues in developing professional habits of mind that lead to greater efficacy, agency, and enjoyment as they meet the pragmatics of classroom life? This is the challenge mentors are exploring as they meet with their mentees. Discovering the satisfaction and empowerment of offering professional support to new colleagues is a welcome benefit many of the new mentors have expressed. The reciprocity of learning and reflection, which develops over time within mentoring relationships, supports the inquiry approach to professional learning. Teachers are meeting together in partnerships and networks to set goals, examine student work, and improve practice. The process gives purpose for teachers to open up their classrooms to one another, to think and work together in a non-evaluative, growth-oriented and trusting way. Ann-Marie Hunter, the Kamloops mentor supporting four rural teachers in her district writes, “Yesterday it was wonderful to spend the morning with one of my teachers; she had many insights into teaching in a one-teacher school that I had not even considered. What an amazing challenge! This is going to be quite a journey of mentoring—so interesting to continue to learn more and share more about education.” Continuing to build strong effective mentoring relationships will strengthen the professional culture of learning within schools and districts. We know from the successful mentoring programs already in place in BC, once a mentoring culture has found its roots in a school district, collaboration and the reciprocity of ongoing learning becomes a norm. In February, I will return to the ministry to secure funding for two more years to expand the project more widely across BC’s educational landscape. If successful, the project will be welcoming new district applications before the end of the school year. Updated information about the progress of the project including criteria for participation can be found on the New Teacher Mentoring Project page of the BCTF website—www.bctf.ca. (There is a network of educators from different school districts, universities and other partner organizations in BC who meet three times a year to support and promote mentorship across the province. This network can be contacted through Teacher Mentorship BC.) Alison Davies, BCTF co-ordinator, New Teacher Mentoring Project  Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141007,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/bcedplan/status/461240723963383808?screen_name=bcedplan&screen_name=bcedplan&id=461240723963383808&id=461240723963383808,BC's Education Plan on Twitter: ".@fassbenderMLA announcing K-12 commitments at BC Skills for Jobs Blueprint launch: http://t.co/ykf4FZVMsa #findyourfit" Twitter Search query Search Twitter Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Language: English Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Have an account? Sign in New to Twitter? Join Today » Sign In Phone, email or username Password Sign in Remember me Forgot password? Already using Twitter via text message? Follow Following Unfollow Blocked Unblock Pending Cancel BC's Education Plan ‏ @bcedplan Apr 29 . @fassbenderMLA announcing K-12 commitments at BC Skills for Jobs Blueprint launch: http://ow.ly/i/5p1NA  #findyourfit Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet 1:28 PM - 29 Apr 2014 Don’t miss any updates from BC's Education Plan © 2014 Twitter About Help Ads info Close Flag this media This has already been marked as containing sensitive content. Flag this as containing potentially illegal content. Submit Cancel Learn more about flagging media Dismiss Close Previous Next Close Go to a person's profile Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Close Retweet this to your followers? Cancel Retweet Close Are you sure you want to delete this Tweet? Cancel Delete Close Block Cancel Block Add a location to your Tweets When you tweet with a location, Twitter stores that location. You can switch location on/off before each Tweet and always have the option to delete your location history. Learn more Turn location on Not now Turn off location Close Profile summary Close Your lists Close Create a new list List name Description Under 100 characters, optional Privacy Public · Anyone can follow this list Private · Only you can access this list Save list Close Close Embed this Tweet Add this Tweet to your website by copying the code below. Learn more Hmm, there was a problem reaching the server. Try again? Include parent Tweet Include media Preview Close Sign up for Twitter Not on Twitter? Sign up, tune into the things you care about, and get updates as they happen. Have an account? Sign in » Close Two-way (sending and receiving) short codes: Country Code For customers of United States 40404 (any) Canada 21212 (any) United Kingdom 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM Haiti 40404 Digicel, Voila Ireland 51210 Vodafone, O2 India 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Indonesia 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » See SMS short codes for other countries Close Confirmation)
(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/globalnews/status/519182457447653376,Globalnews.ca on Twitter: "UPDATE: @HonJohnBaird promises $10 million in aid for Iraq conflict victims as debate continues http://t.co/r4Gb9ik2Q9 #cdnpoli" টুইটার অনুসন্ধান অনুসন্ধান টুইটার খুঁজুন সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ ভাষা : বাংলা. हिन्दी Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন টুইটার-এ নতুন ? আজই যোগদান করুন » সাইন ইন করুন ফোন, ইমেল বা ব্যবহারকারীর নাম পাসওয়ার্ড সাইন ইন আমাকে মনে রাখুন পাসওয়ার্ড ভুলে গেছেন? ইতিমধ্যে আপনি কি টেক্সট বার্তার মাধ্যমে টুইটার ব্যবহার করছেন? অনুসরণ অনুসরণ করা কর্মসমূহ:অনুসরণ না করা অবরুদ্ধ অবরোধ মুক্ত মুলতুবি বাতিল Globalnews.caযাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট ‏ @globalnews ৫ ঘন্টা UPDATE: @HonJohnBaird promises $10 million in aid for Iraq conflict victims as debate continues http://glbn.ca/Cl9QG  #cdnpoli প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট পুনঃটুইটগুলি ২ প্রিয় ৩ ১০:৪৮ পূর্বাহ্ণ - ৬ অক্টোবর, ২০১৪ Alan Quatermain ‏ @Jatcorrupted ৫ ঘন্টা @globalnews @HonJohnBaird with all the money about to be wasted in this false war. Imagine that same dollar amount being used for good! Sigh সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Globalnews.ca থেকে কোন আপডেট মিস্ করবেন না © 2014 টুইটার সম্বন্ধে সহায়তা বিজ্ঞপ্তি তথ্য বন্ধ মিডিয়াটিকে চিহ্নিত করুন এটি ইতিমধ্যে সংবেদনশীল কন্টেন্ট ধারণকারী হিসাবে চিহ্নিত হয়েছে। পতাকা তুলুন এটি সম্ভাব্যরূপে অবৈধ বিষয়বস্তুর ধারণকারী হিসেবে। সমর্পণ করা বাতিল মিডিয়াকে চিহ্নিত করা সম্পর্কে আরো জানুন খারিজ বন্ধ পূর্ববর্তী পরবর্তী বন্ধ একজন ব্যক্তির প্রোফাইলে যান সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ বন্ধ আপনার অনুসরণকারীদের এই পুনঃটুইটটি পাঠাবেন? বাতিল পুনঃটুইট বন্ধ আপনি কি নিশ্চিত যে এই টুইট মুছে দিতে চান? বাতিল মুছে ফেলুন বন্ধ রোধ করন বাতিল রোধ করন আপনার টুইটসমুহে একটি অবস্থান যুক্ত করুন যখন একটি অবস্থানের সঙ্গে আপনার টুইট করেন, টুইটার সেই অবস্থান সংরক্ষণ করে। প্রত্যেক টুইটের আগে আপনি আপনার অবস্থান চালু / বন্ধ করতে পারেন, এবং যে কোনও সময় আপনি আপনার অবস্থানের ইতিহাস মুছে ফেলতে পারেন। আরো জানুন অবস্থান চালু করুন এখন নয় স্থান বন্ধ করুন বন্ধ প্রোফাইল সারসংক্ষেপ বন্ধ আপনার তালিকাসমূহ বন্ধ একটি নতুন তালিকা তৈরি করুন নাম তালিকা বিবরণ 100 অক্ষরের কম, ঐচ্ছিক তালিকাসমূহ:গোপনীয়তা সাধারণ · যে কেউ এই তালিকা অনুসরণ করতে পারেন ব্যক্তিগত · শুধুমাত্র আপনিই এই তালিকায় প্রবেশ করতে পারবেন তালিকা সংরক্ষণ করুন বন্ধ বন্ধ এই টুইট স্থাপিত কর আপনার নীচের ওয়েবসাইটে কোডটি অনুলিপি দ্বারা এই টুইট যোগ করুন * আরও জানুন হুম, সার্ভারে পৌঁছনোর একটি সমস্যা ছিল। পরে আবার চেষ্টা করবেন? প্রকৃত টুইট অন্তর্ভুক্ত করুন অন্তর্ভুক্ত মিডিয়া প্রাকদর্শন বন্ধ টুইটারে নিবন্ধন করুন টুইটারে নেই? নিবন্ধন করুন, আপনির পছন্দের বিষয়গুলির সাথে যুক্ত হন, এবং তাদের বিষয়ে হালনাগাদ পান। একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন » বন্ধ দুটি উপায় (প্রেরণ এবং গ্রহণ) শর্ট কোড: দেশ কোড গ্রাহকদের জন্য মার্কিন যুক্তরাষ্ট্র 40404 (যে কোন) কানাডা 21212 (যে কোন) যুক্তরাজ্য 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM হাইতি 40404 Digicel, Voila আয়ারল্যান্ড 51210 Vodafone, O2 ভারত 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance ইন্দোনেশিয়া 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » অন্য দেশসমুহের এসএসএস সংক্ষিপ্ত কোড দেখুন বন্ধ নিশ্চিতকরণ)
(20141007,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/FassbenderMLA/status/383810019835125760?screen_name=FassbenderMLA&photo_id=1&id=383810019835125760,Peter Fassbender on Twitter: "A symbolic gift from meeting w/ #VISTA @bearmountain in #SD62 let's work together to move forward #bced #yyj http://t.co/lBkwJXVJfF" Twitter Search query Search Twitter Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Language: English Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Have an account? Sign in New to Twitter? Join Today » Sign In Phone, email or username Password Sign in Remember me Forgot password? Already using Twitter via text message? Follow Following Unfollow Blocked Unblock Pending Cancel Peter FassbenderVerified account ‏ @FassbenderMLA 27 Sep 2013 A symbolic gift from meeting w/ #VISTA @bearmountain in #SD62 let's work together to move forward #bced #yyj pic.twitter.com/lBkwJXVJfF Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Retweet 1 9:26 PM - 27 Sep 2013 Don’t miss any updates from Peter Fassbender © 2014 Twitter About Help Ads info Close Flag this media This has already been marked as containing sensitive content. Flag this as containing potentially illegal content. Submit Cancel Learn more about flagging media Dismiss Close Previous Next Close Go to a person's profile Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Close Retweet this to your followers? Cancel Retweet Close Are you sure you want to delete this Tweet? Cancel Delete Close Block Cancel Block Add a location to your Tweets When you tweet with a location, Twitter stores that location. You can switch location on/off before each Tweet and always have the option to delete your location history. Learn more Turn location on Not now Turn off location Close Profile summary Close Your lists Close Create a new list List name Description Under 100 characters, optional Privacy Public · Anyone can follow this list Private · Only you can access this list Save list Close Close Embed this Tweet Add this Tweet to your website by copying the code below. Learn more Hmm, there was a problem reaching the server. Try again? Include parent Tweet Include media Preview Close Sign up for Twitter Not on Twitter? Sign up, tune into the things you care about, and get updates as they happen. Have an account? Sign in » Close Two-way (sending and receiving) short codes: Country Code For customers of United States 40404 (any) Canada 21212 (any) United Kingdom 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM Haiti 40404 Digicel, Voila Ireland 51210 Vodafone, O2 India 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Indonesia 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » See SMS short codes for other countries Close Confirmation)
(20141003,www.facebook.com,https://www.facebook.com/supporteducationinbc/photos/pb.1442360749345844.-2207520000.1412360591./1482775075304411/XUIDialogButton.react,Page Not Found | Facebook Facebook logo Email or Phone Password Keep me logged in Forgot your password? Sign Up Sorry, this page isn't available The link you followed may be broken, or the page may have been removed. Go back to the previous page · Go to the Facebook homepage · Visit the Help Center Mobile Find Friends Badges People Pages Places Games Locations About Create Ad Create Page Developers Careers Privacy Cookies Terms Help Facebook © 2014 · English (US))
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13742&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 1998 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 10, Number 4, Jan./Feb. 1998 More than a Thank You by Elsie McMurphy In 1987, the government of the day visited extreme legislation upon the BCTF, radically restructuring the education system, removing principals and vice-principals from the bargaining unit, and repealing the School Act provisions for BCTF membership. Teachers faced the prospect of recreating the BCTF: deciding the new shape of the organization, signing up all the members, voting on bargaining certifications, and securing our first full-scope collective agreements. During those times, we received support from the teachers of Canada. We received over a million dollars to assist with advertising, strike pay, and organizing. Equally compelling and greatly appreciated were the messages and visits from the teacher leaders of the other provinces, bringing solidarity to us in our time of need. Knowing that teachers all across Canada were behind us morally and financially was, time and time again, a restorative for our darker moments. The recent teacher strike in Ontario against Bill 160 gave us the opportunity to send more than thanks, and I am very proud that B.C. teachers responded with such alacrity and generosity to Ontario colleagues. The motions of support and financial contributions from so many locals express in a tangible way our understanding that an injury to one is an injury to all. Furthermore, these actions, including the $300,000 contributed by the Representative Assembly, begin to repay the debt we owe our colleagues for all their support in 1987-88. I feel extremely privileged to be part of an organization that demonstrates such solidarity. Elsie McMurphy is the BCTF's executive director.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=16840,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2008 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 2, October 2008  The work of trustees; the responsibility of community By Eden Haythornthwaite I have been a trustee in Cowichan for three years this fall and prior to that, I worked closely with my son Gabe when he was a trustee—it was during his time at the board table that the Community Alliance for Public Education was established. I ran as a CAPE trustee on the ballot in 2005. Earlier this year at the BCTF Public Education Conference “Equity & Inclusion,” Doug Player expressed bewilderment that there was not more moral outrage from trustees—why has there been so little opposition to the decline of public education—productive or otherwise, even from those who were elected on the understanding that they would defend our schools? It is an urgent question. The role of administrators who dominate the board rooms and have little interest in the process of participatory democracy is the fundamental problem. We have to understand this role and the effect this has on decent people who would like to fulfil their role as elected representatives with more vigour. A civil society should have the highest expectations of those they send forward to represent communities. However, how do we support them, what is our wider responsibility, and who should we send forward to do this job? At a time when we need the best, we often have no one or those who are unsuitable. Should we settle for the lesser of evils (or as we say in CAPE, the evil of lessers), should we project our values onto people that reflect our hopes and beliefs but are not actually present in their politics? Should we try to please everyone, should we make excuses, should we hope for the best when our experience has already endowed us with the basis for knowing better? Should we make the same mistakes repeatedly and watch our efforts fail everyone? The first compromise is the worst—that of supporting candidates we know will not likely do the right thing at the board table. How many people have worked to get trustee candidates elected who they thought would at least be better than nothing and wound up with elected reps who once they sit at the board table, make Hitler sound like John Ralston Saul? The next error is failing to provide the support humans need to do their best. If you elected people and then hit cruise control, you will be very disappointed. Look around this province, and despite the clear assault on the funding, governance, and philosophical attributes of public education, we have had virtually no uprising against this tragic undertaking. As progressive, independent-minded trustees will not be in the majority, they must have continuing support in order to build a program to defend our schools. Trustees have a host of responsibilities but it is crucial that those who choose to secure their election recognize their own role in backing up their candidates with ongoing community work long after election day is over. There are a few elements that we have followed in CAPE and we encourage others to do likewise according to their own fashion. We have made a good start but are only a short way along our road. Build unity within the school community groups and oppose the divisive behaviour often encouraged by administration. There is no earthly reason for families and employees to be at odds and certainly, each school community has a duty to view their fate as tied to the collective well being of the other schools. Recognize the critical difference between administrators and elected reps. It is the express duty of elected trustees to examine, review, modify, and create policy by which the district will be governed. The people have elected trustees to represent them—not to act as handmaidens for senior administrators who are chiefly political operatives for the Ministry of Education. Proudly sustain your non-aligned, independent status. Autonomy from wider party concerns frees you to act decisively and with principle. Remember, that regardless of who is in Victoria, we will always need community representation that puts neighborhood needs ahead of all other considerations. Do not diminish the merit of local political work—your efforts around school board do matter. School board politics are not just dress rehearsals for the real thing. They are the real thing. You must develop a platform that becomes your program—a platform that you and your trustees are committed to for the mandate. Not some boilerplate convention but a living, breathing blueprint that will change the world for the better. There is no excuse for asking your community to vote for a loosely developed series of mottos and platitudes. Argue the merits of your views with clarity and vigour—not everyone will agree with you but they will know what your presence at the board table will look like. Your community deserves this firm pledge and your trustees will have the advantage of a roadmap and a means to chart their way through difficult terrain, safe in the knowledge that they will do what they were elected to do and that they will have the support of a platform to bind their work. Finally, you need a small, vocal, energetic, organized group to support your trustees. This support will give them courage and strength; buy them drinks, hold their hands, help with the reading and research, organize events and responses in the papers, and attend board meetings. Because, with the full force of loyalist trustees, senior administrators, and other helpful underlings raining down on them, most people simply cannot be expected to function for the best, and soon the progressive trustee either shuts up or learns to moderate their thinking to avoid being abused. However, with a gallery of supporters there to buoy up their efforts, ask embarrassing questions, make unfortunate noises, your trustees are an unstoppable force and can bear anything. Working outside the boardroom is the only way to do what is right. It is not so hard to vote the right way but it will be a minority vote. Outside the boardroom and among your fellows, however, you can build the reality you cannot hope to vote into place. Have the spirit to organize in the community to secure support for your positions, supply analysis, and encourage others to participate by providing shelter. I think the lesson here is that as there are no super heroes in politics; we should plan and work co-operatively. So we can now prepare for November and beyond. Our progressive trustees with the support they deserve, courageous and firm of conviction standing shoulder to shoulder with their neighbours, could even change the weather if they dared to do so. I believe that. Now the question is: What do you believe? Eden Haythornthwaite is a school trustee, Cowichan School District. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/francais/NouvellesFECB.aspx?id=31727,Nouvelles de la FECB Vol.19 No.12, 22 janvier 2014  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Nouvelles de la FECB archives 2013–14  2012–13  Home > Français > Nouvelles de la FECB > 2013-14 Archive     Volume 19, Numéro 12, 22 janvier 2014 La négociation a repris le 21 janvier L'éthique et les limites des médias sociaux: Deux ateliers pour les enseignants Des récentes nouvelles sur les projets de curriculum publiées L'inscription est ouverte pour la Conférence des nouveaux enseignants, suppléants et maîtres-stagiaires La Journée rose et la Journée du T-shirt rose: Télécharger vos affiches Un professeur de menuiserie de Chilliwack démissionne en raison de préoccupations sur la sécurité des élèves Bourses d'études pour les jeunes artistes des Premières Nations Les candidatures sont ouvertes pour le Prix commémoratif G.A. Fergusson et pour les membres honoraires à vie Le soutien aux syndicats émane d'endroits surprenants Édition de janvier/février 2014 du magazine Teacher La négociation a repris le 21 janvier La FECB et l'équipe de négociation du gouvernement étaient de retour hier à la table des négociations pour la première séance depuis la pause. Nous espérons sincèrement que l'équipe de négociation du gouvernement, dans un état d’esprit d'une nouvelle année toute fraiche, arrive à la table avec des propositions réalistes qui œuvrent dans le sens des enseignants. Depuis le début, la FECB a été claire sur le fait que les enseignants ont besoin d'un traitement équitable et d’un meilleur soutien pour leurs élèves. Tenez-vous, s'il vous plaît, informés en lisant les dernières mises à jour confidentielles sur la négociation affichées sur le portail de la FECB.  L'éthique et les limites des médias sociaux: Deux ateliers pour les enseignants Comprendre la relation professionnelle: Une conduite éthique sur les réseaux sociaux en ligne (3-5 heures)  (en anglais). Les médias sociaux (3 ou 5 heures)  (en anglais).  Les enseignants peuvent réserver un de ces ateliers sur les médias sociaux, sans frais pour leurs journées de perfectionnement professionnel provinciales, de conseil scolaire et d'école. Les syndicats et les associations locales d'enseignants peuvent également réserver des ateliers pour leurs jours de formation. Notez, s'il vous plaît, que lorsque vous ouvrez le PDF contenant les informations sur les ateliers, leurs descriptions sont à la page 9 non loin de la fin. Vous pouvez également communiquer avec Kelly Shields pour toute information sur les ateliers, y compris la réservation.     Des récentes nouvelles sur les projets de curriculum publiées La FECB a récemment reçu les mises à jour suivantes du ministère de l'Éducation. Le projet de curriculum en éducation artistique est maintenant affiché sur le site Web du Ministère de l'Éducation. Français de base: Les travaux débuteront sous peu pour l'alignement du curriculum précédent du français de base avec le nouveau format de curriculum. Compétences de base: Le développement des compétences de base pour le projet de curriculum se poursuit et a également commencé à Burnaby, Delta et Sooke. Révision pour les diplômes: Le ministère a indiqué qu'il publiera un processus pour le curriculum pour les dernièers années menant au diplôme, suivi par l'élaboration du curriculum à l'été et à l'automne 2014. Merci à tous ceux qui ont contacté la FECB concernant le nouveau projet de curriculum. Nous respectons la diversité des opinions de nos membres et nous voulons continuer à entendre, à lire vos commentaires. Vous pouvez également participer au forum de discussion sur les curriculums de la FECB ou accéder au Wiki de la FECB qui abrite des ressources et des informations sur le développement des programmes d'études. Le Ministère de l'Éducation est le corps responsable de l'élaboration des programmes, par conséquent, nous vous invitons à lui transmettre également vos commentaires.   L'inscription est ouverte pour la Conférence des nouveaux enseignants, suppléants et maîtres-stagiaires Nouveaux enseignants, suppléants, et maîtres- stagiaires: rendez-vous, s'il vous plaît, à cette conférence spécialement conçue pour vous! Elle aura lieu les 28 février et 1er mars, à Richmond. Suivez ce lien pour en savoir plus sur les ateliers et pour vous inscrire.   La Journée rose et la Journée du T-shirt rose: Télécharger vos affiches  La Journée rose et la Journée du T-shirt rose ont lieu dans les communautés à travers la province, le pays et le monde, pour célébrer la diversité et sensibiliser afin d'arrêter l'intimidation sous toutes ses formes, y compris l'intimidation homophobe et transphobe. Les affiches de la Journée du T-shirt rose arriveront bientôt dans votre école. Vous pouvez également télécharger votre propre copie de l'affiche soit à l'élémentaire soit au secondaire. Il y a aussi des idées d'enseignement au dos des affiches (en anglais) affiche à l' élémentaire affiche au secondaire La FECB célèbre à la fois la Journée du T-shirt rose de la C.-B. le 26 février 2014 et la Journée rose internationale, le 9 avril 2014. Nous savons que les écoles ont des emplois du temps chargés, de sorte, que vous pouvez choisir de célébrer une journée ou l'autre, voire les deux, avec vos élèves. Plus de ressources LGBTQ disponibles ici.   Un professeur de menuiserie de Chilliwack démissionne en raison de préoccupations sur la sécurité des élèves  Eric Munshaw, un enseignant de menuiserie très expérimenté de Chilliwack a tiré une croix sur sa carrière d'enseignant, parce que, en toute bonne conscience, il ne peut plus tolérer d'avoir peur qu’un accident se produise dans son atelier de menuiserie surchargé. Son action fait écho à celles d'autres enseignants de technologie et de nombreux enseignants d'arts appliqués qui ont déclaré à plusieurs reprises que leurs classes sont trop chargées pour enseigner en toute sécurité. La taille des classes fait une différence, surtout lorsque les enseignants sont responsables de la sécurité. Regardez le reportage de nouvelles sur Global TV. Bourses d'études pour les jeunes artistes des Premières Nations La Fondation YVR Art est dédiée au développement et à la promotion de l'art et des artistes des Premières nations de la C.-B. en Colombie-Britannique. Elle offre des bourses et prix aux artistes des Premières nations de la C.-B., y compris une bourse spécifiquement pour aider les jeunes à développer leur potentiel artistique et à la construction de leur carrière dans l'art. Les demandes de bourses 2014 sont maintenant disponibles. En plus de la bourse d'études de la Jeunesse, la Fondation YVR Art  propose désormais une nouvelle bourse d'études à mi-carrière de l'artiste.  Les directives pour les demandes de bourses d'études et les formulaires de demande se trouvent sur le site de la fondation. La date limite est le 31 janvier 2014.   Les candidatures sont ouvertes pour le Prix commémoratif G.A. Fergusson et pour les membres honoraires à vie  Connaissez-vous un enseignant qui a apporté une contribution exceptionnelle à l'enseignement public et à la FECB? Vous pouvez envisager de la ou le désigner pour une des récompenses de la FECB. La date limite pour les candidatures est le 20 février. Vous trouverez de plus amples informations, y compris les critères pour ces prix et des informations sur le processus de demande, en suivant ces liens: Prix et récompenses enseignants.   Le soutien aux syndicats émane d'endroits surprenants "Quand vous parlez à toute personne connectée à distance au monde, elle comprend le rôle et la contribution des syndicats à ce que nous possédons aujourd'hui. Ils sont un élément clé dans la création de la classe moyenne, dans la réduction du temps de travail, des congés payés, et dans toutes les sortes d'avantages dont nous jouissons tous."-Peter Edwards, CP vice-président de Ressources humaines et relations de travail.   Regardez cette vidéo.   Édition de janvier/février 2014 du magazine Teacher     Cliquez ici pour lire le numéro en ligne.      Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141008,thetyee.ca,http://thetyee.ca/News/2014/10/08/Cuisine-Better-School-Lunch/,Can 'Cuisine' Make a Better School Lunch? | The Tyee About Advertise Follow Support RSS Topic Aboriginal Affairs BC Election 2013 BC Politics Education Energy Environment Federal Politics Film Food Gender + Sexuality Health Housing Labour + Industry Local Economy Media Municipal Politics Music Photo Essays Podcasts Politics Rights + Justice Science + Tech Transportation Travel Urban Planning + Architecture News Culture Opinion National MediaCheck Solutions Join Craving crack civic election coverage? Help fund it... News Can 'Cuisine' Make a Better School Lunch? French kids eat like adults, and learn about food in the classroom. Should ours? Second in a series. By Katie Hyslop, Today, Tyee Solutions Society   Tweet Reaching for seconds is OK at St. George Junior School -- if you finish your first helping. But local produce and sustainable seafood are recent additions to a corporate-supplied menu. Photo Kristian Secher. Grow, Eat, Learn: School from the Plate Up For Kids, the Meal Is the Message Can 'Cuisine' Make a Better School Lunch? Something's Cooking in the Classroom Vancouver's Project Chef program is a recipe for kids and healthy eating that works. Michael Pollan, Garden Fresh The 'In Defense of Food' author on picky-eating kids, Obama's menu for America, the 100-Mile Diet and more. Go Ahead, Play with Your Food Whether inventing jewelry from fruit or art from gum, 'Maker Culture' is finding new ways to satisfy the hunger for creativity. Read more: Education, Food, [Editor's note: In today's economy, packaged or prepared "kid-ready" meals can be a tempting solution for stressed-out parents. But the results aren't good for Canadian kids, with the number of them struggling with obesity on the rise. In response, a loose alliance of educators, parents, farmers and doctors argue that it's time to go back, for some of us way back, to the way our forebears ate: fresh food, made from scratch, eaten together. In this series, Tyee Solutions Society reporter Katie Hyslop visits farms, schools, full-length mirrors and our own kitchen cupboards to examine how we lost our way when it comes to feeding our kids, and how we can get back on the path to wholesome, healthy eating.] How long do you take to eat lunch? A recent survey found the majority of Canadians took an hour or less for lunch. But when Canadian-born Karen Le Billon moved from Vancouver, British Columbia, to Brittany, France for a year with her French husband and two young daughters, she was surprised to learn the French take lunch very seriously. Two-hour-breaks seriously. "Lunch is about 50 per cent of their caloric intake for the day. So parents are really invested in their kids eating well," Le Billon, a University of British Columbia geography professor now living back in Vancouver, told The Tyee Solutions Society. So invested that every school in France has a hot lunch program serving a four-course meal, including a vegetable appetizer to make sure kids eat their greens. Almost no one brings lunch from home. In France, lunch isn't just the most important meal of the day; it's part of education. Food is covered in almost every grade, said Le Billon, from learning to grow food in a garden to an entire unit on dairy -- another food that gets its own course at lunch. Kids aren't only taught what to eat by memorizing a food guide, but how to eat -- what many refer to as "food literacy." The learning doesn't stop in the classroom: kids from pre-school to high school are exposed to nutritious and delicious foods they might not otherwise eat, such as lentils, veal, salmon or ratatouille. Le Billon was so impressed with how the French treat food and kids in general that she wrote a book about it. But the experience made her less than happy to see how lunch is treated at her daughter's Vancouver school. "They get officially 10 minutes to unpack, eat and [clean up], and they're sitting at their desks," she said, adding kids in France get at least half an hour to eat before playtime. "I love the school, but I don't agree with its approach. Many [Canadian] schools are the same." Schools teach music and sports, which Le Billon acknowledges as important, but "very few of our kids are going to be violinists in a symphony or to be sports stars professionally. But they're all going to have to eat three times a day for the rest of their lives, and how well they eat will determine their success." French kids don't get fat -- that often France doesn't have a national lunch program of the kind the United States does, which some health advocates are calling for in Canada. Instead, municipalities determine with input from parents and teachers what should be served. The municipality covers half the expense, while per-meal fees cover the other half. An average meal costs three euros, about $5 Canadian, and low-income families' meals are "basically free," Le Billon said. The cafeteria at her daughter's elementary school in Brittany was more like a restaurant, where children seated at tables were served four course meals consisting of a veggie appetizer; a hot main dish with grains, veggies and a baguette; cheese and dessert, which is usually a piece of fruit except on Fridays when they get a "sweet treat." Ketchup isn't a vegetable in France -- it wasn't even allowed on the menu more than once a week at Le Billon's Brittany school. Water is the only beverage available. Food is either prepared in the school's own kitchen, or in a community kitchen to cut down on costs, and is made from fresh, and where possible, local ingredients. There are no options for young kids if they don't want to eat what's put on their plates, forcing them to try foods they're wary of but might end up loving. But while there are special meals for kids with a doctor's note, there usually aren't substitutions available for religious reasons, a controversial move in a country with a significant population of Muslims eating a halal diet. Envying France's attitude towards food is nothing new -- see Mireille Guiliano's bestselling book French Women Don't Get Fat -- but Le Billon said the country's attitude towards kids and food is significant because French kids don't get fat either, at least not as often as Canadian kids. Incidences of overweight and obese children in France are increasing, but are still among the lowest in the industrialized world, according to the OECD's "Fit Not Fat" study. The World Obesity Federation found that slightly less than 15 per cent of French kids were overweight or obese in 2006/07, compared to 25 per cent (and rising) of Canadian children surveyed in 2004. The French program arguably has its flaws beyond the issue of religious accommodation. Some districts take a lax attitude to government food guidelines, or to prioritizing meals for students with working parents, preferring to assume that kids with non-working parents eat lunch at home. Nonetheless, Le Billon believes our kids could benefit a lot if we picked up some French ways. "This is community action," she said of the municipality-run lunch programs. "This is [French] communities deciding, 'this is worth doing for our kids and we want them to be able to experience this and learn this important skill.'" Shorter lunches ideal: Vancouver principal Le Billon's daughter doesn't attend Graham Bruce Elementary in East Vancouver, but the school's lunch set up is pretty similar to most others in the city and at least on the surface, the polar opposite of the two-hour hot lunches in France. But underneath the surface of speedy eating and a patchwork of different meal programs is a safety net for catching vulnerable students, giving parents a break from lunch packing and helping harried school staff. There are so many meal programs available across the district that we will only deal with elementary schools in this article. Last May, The Tyee Solutions Society visited Graham Bruce school during their 47-minute lunch break. The bell rings at 12:10 p.m. and kids from Grades 1 to 7 file into the gymnasium-sized activity room and unpack their homemade lunches at one of the long tables arranged in five rows. Kindergarten students eat at their desks, watched over by either the education assistant or an older student, while teachers take their break in the staff room. The nearly 200 students have 15 minutes to file into the activity room, unpack their lunches, eat, and clean up before playtime. But principal Lani Morden says students can take an extra 15 minutes if necessary before they're shuffled outside to play until the bell rings at 12:57 p.m. The lunch part of the break is so short, Morden explains, because the school custodian who sets up the tables before lunch needs time to take them down again as the activity room doubles as a before and after-school daycare, evident from the couches, toys and bookshelves lining a far wall. All elementary schools in the district run on the same daily schedule, although whether they play or eat first varies. Morden hasn't seen the French lunch program in action, but she believes a shorter lunch break is still best. "My experience as an administrator is if lunch [including playtime] is too long, office referrals sometimes increase," she said with a laugh during an interview in her Graham Bruce office. "Lunch time is what we would consider to be a less-structured time, and sometimes more situations would occur out on the school grounds that may require added [staff] support." Brown bag lunches Vancouver schools all get the same lunch break length, but how they break bread differs from school to school. Focusing on elementary schools only, here are the lunch programs available in the district: - Nine of Vancouver's 90 elementary schools are funded by provincial Community Link dollars to provide universal hot breakfast and lunch programs. "Universal" means any child, no matter what their income, can eat; according to the school board, the nine schools have the district's most vulnerable students. - Six schools have for-pay hot lunch programs where students pay full price for food. This helps subsidize the universal programs because both get their food from the same five local vendors. Most meals for the elementary program are cooked off-site, at vendor commissaries in Vancouver. Graham Bruce principal Lani Morden: 'If lunch is too long, office referrals sometimes increase.' Photo Kristian Secher. - Six of the 90 schools, including Graham Bruce, participated in the Lunch To Go pilot program. Participating kids received a subsidized daily meal that met provincial guidelines and Canada's Food Guide. The district hopes to continue Lunch To Go this year with Community Link funding left over from the nine universal meal programs. - Graham Bruce and an unknown number of other schools order in meals like sushi, pitas or cheese pizza for students three Fridays a month. Cost to parents is low, about $3 to $5 per meal, ordered a month in advance. "We were hearing that parents were choosing schools based on whether they had this type of service," Morden said. The program also makes a profit, raising about $1,500 a year that goes toward school goals like new playground equipment to replace an old, rotting one that was torn down in July. (B.C. Education Ministry guidelines now prohibit fundraising by selling candy.) French dining in Vancouver Just as Vancouver's public schools offer a variety of meal programs, so too do the city's independent schools. One of the nicest is found across town from Graham Bruce in Vancouver's wealthy Dunbar neighbourhood, at the cafeteria in the junior campus of St. George's, which looks how you imagine a French school's would. Located in the basement of the 102-year-old building, rows of dark wood tables lined with dark wood chairs sit on the cafeteria's tiled floor, surrounded by dark wood wainscoting, big windows and portraits of distinguished-looking old men lining the walls. This space needn't double as anything other than a place to eat. Unlike Graham Bruce, the St. George's junior school has a hot lunch program for 150 kids (at a cost of $1,125 a year, on top of the $19,000 in tuition for junior students). Meals for both the junior and senior campuses are cooked in the school's kitchen by five cooks and served by 15 part-time service staff. The kitchen is managed by Sodexo, a global food service company that also operates cafeterias in hospitals, universities, corporate offices and seniors' homes around the world, including an increasing number of French schools, prompting a bubbling controversy. The rest of the 300 junior campus students bring food from home, go out to eat on nearby Dunbar St., or participate in the school's bagged lunch program starting at $6 a meal. Lunch runs from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., with those in the cafeteria getting 30 minutes to eat. The menu has been recently changed to include mostly sustainable seafood and more local produce, with plans to increase their share in future. Dishes reflect both the ministry's school food guide and the Canada Food Guide. There are options for students with special dietary needs, as well as alternating gluten-free and vegetarian meals on Thursdays for all students. As in France, kids in the junior school are served their first course at their tables, but can come up to the kitchen for second helpings of the main course, or have as much from the salad bar as they want. "But that's only if they finish what's on their plate," said Melissa Gaudiel, Sodexo's director of food services for St. George's, adding that the principal or vice-principal is always around to make sure plates are clean before kids go for more. Add a dash of chef skills St. George's and Graham Bruce follow the B.C. school curriculum, which doesn't include much food education in the elementary school years. But where the provincial curriculum falls short, outside organizations are picking up the slack. Graham Bruce participates in several programs teaching kids both how to grow food in their school garden and how to cook it afterward. One, Project Chef, provides a cooking class for primary and elementary students. Barb Finley, a former Langley and Vancouver elementary school teacher-turned-chef created the program after experiencing the food ignorance of children and their families first hand. "Working in so many different schools, in so many different types of settings, I saw what kids brought to school for recess and lunch," says Finley, who left teaching to work as an instructor in the Faculty of Education at UBC, before leaving to become a certified chef. "I also saw children that didn't eat properly, and the results that we see in the classroom with low energy, poor nutrition and thought that we could do better with this." Finley put her unique skill-set and background to use by developing a cooking course for elementary school children. She honed the program at independent schools in the Lower Mainland and a culinary school in Washington state, but her goals were broader. "I wanted a program that could reach every child, and the only way you could do that is to take a program into the public elementary school system," she said. Project Chef was piloted in a Vancouver elementary in 2007, and started wider implementation in 2008. Operating only in Vancouver district, Finley and two assistants move into Grade 4 or 5 classrooms for a week, starting before the morning bell on Monday to set up seven cooking stations in a classroom that has a sink with hot water for hand washing and a fridge nearby to store food. Finley has five different menus for students to work with, but every program prepares a different meal every day: breakfast on one day, lunch on the next, and so on. Dishes range from a basic fruit salad, with a not-so-basic 14 fruit ingredient list, to veggie and tofu stir-fry, veggie chili with guacamole and tortilla chips, Afghan bolani and bannock. Hands-on learning: A program developed by a former teacher is bringing the kitchen to Grade 4 and 5 classrooms around Metro Vancouver. Photo: Project Chef. "Through that week-long program, we weave through different food education pieces: what's a vegetable, what's a fruit; the importance of getting food [from] as close to home as possible; food safety; kitchen safety skills," Finley said. They even teach kids knife skills. The course takes the whole morning at school, with students rotating each day through preparation, cooking food on the hot plates, setting the table and cleaning up. "And then we dine together," adds Finley, another important lesson. "We really focus on the importance of sharing food as an emotional, social part of being. And we have table-talk topics to get conversation going." Scraps are composted, and where possible food comes from the school's own garden. Schools must create a curriculum around Project Chef, introducing students to different food topics before and after Finley and her assistants start cooking with the kids. Finley tries to keep overhead low to make her program affordable. She pays her assistants, but her own time is mostly a volunteer labour of love. Schools that can afford it pay up to $1,500 to cover equipment, food and other operating costs, and help fund future programs at other schools. Graham Bruce asked parents to pay $25 each for the month that Finley's team spent there to include every grade. It was a big expense for some parents, especially any with more than one child at the school, but principal Morden said it was worth it. Kids "at all grade levels responded really positively, and the parents, too," she said. "Parents [were] telling me that children were making different food choices, they ate a vegetable they had never tried before, were trying healthy snacks they never made before, which the parents were very pleased with." Parents need to push Last spring Project Chef piloted a nine-week residency at Nootka Elementary where students from kindergarten to Grade 7 participated in food prep and cooking. Outside of the temporary kitchen, food education was integrated into as many subjects as possible. Special guests like Top Chef Canada winner Matthew Stowe and even a cow stopped by. Finley has also piloted an after-school program that sent vulnerable children home with a bag of groceries at the end of every day. An intergenerational program, with students and residents from Tapestry Retirement Communities cooking together, is supposed to start this fall. "Food security is an issue in some areas of Vancouver," said Finley, "but food education is something we're all seriously lacking." That's apparent from Project Chef's three-year waiting list for Vancouver schools, not counting requests that she simply can't get to from schools across B.C., Canada and the United States. Le Billon, who supports programs like Project Chef, said we can't expect institutions like schools to change without support and pressure from parents. "If families are on board and kids are eating all of this stuff [at home], then there will be enough support to make the change in some of our institutions that are so slow and unyielding," she said. But there's a catch-22 to those hopes. Because kids today eat fewer meals prepared from scratch at home than their parents or grandparents did, and don't learn their way around knives and a hot stove; many kids have told Finley they're actually banned from the kitchen. "How are we going to change what kids eat, and what kids think about food, if we don't even let them in the kitchen?" she asked. Growing up means learning to take care of yourself away from parents and teachers. But without more instruction about healthy eating in schools, and the chance to practice cooking skills at home, today's kids risk graduating to adulthood not knowing how to properly feed either themselves or their own future children. Next Monday: Does Canada need a nationwide school program? Read more: Education, Food, Katie Hyslop writes about education and youth issues for The Tyee Solutions Society. Follow her on Twitter @kehyslop. Produced by The Tyee Solutions Society (TSS) in collaboration with Tides Canada Initiatives. Tides Canada Initiatives neither influences nor endorses the particular content of TSS reporting. Other publications wishing to publish this story or other TSS-produced articles, please see this page for contacts and information.   Tweet What have we missed? What do you think? We want to know. Comment below. Keep in mind: Do: Verify facts, debunk rumours Add context and background Spot typos and logical fallacies Highlight reporting blind spots Ignore trolls Treat all with respect and curiosity Connect with each other Do not: Use sexist, classist, racist or homophobic language Libel or defame Bully or troll Troll patrol. Instead, flag suspect activity. Please enable JavaScript to view the comments powered by Disqus. comments powered by Disqus LNG a chance, not a windfall, says BC throne speech Postmedia could soon own almost every English newspaper in Canada. What could possibly go wrong? VIEW: Voting for your principles is 'strategic voting' Petition opposes BC's 'potential muzzling' of non-profits More troubles for BC's big LNG plans Tirade at Tyee by immigration minister's top aide analyzed tweet by tweet Government slow to respond to FOIs? No need to tell Bob Mackin Converting ferries to LNG will save money, reduce fares: CEO See more » Tyee Video Picks Submitted by Tyee staff, Today Last chance to see 'The Vancouver Asahi' baseball story at VIFF. Where do these videos come from? From you. Suggest one here! Most Popular Can 'Cuisine' Make a Better School Lunch? Don't Give Postmedia More Local Monopolies What I Saw with a German Tour of the Oilsands Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign First Nations 'Front and Centre Now': Pierre Christy Clark's No Pro at LNG Poker For Kids, the Meal Is the Message How Much Do You Trust Canada's Wireless Giants? Most Emailed Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign For Kids, the Meal Is the Message Understanding Harper's Evangelical Mission Who'd Be a School Trustee in 2014? Why New Euro-Canada Treaty Is a Gift to Oil Firms BC Filmmaking Duo Passes the Acid Test We Must Heed Naomi Klein's Call China Deal Trumps Province, First Nations on Energy Projects: Treaty Expert Fired Researcher Who Killed Self Was Evaluating Drug Backed by Clark Climate Warriors Must Forge Stronger Alliances, Now Reported Elsewhere Postmedia could soon own almost every English newspaper in Canada (via DeSmog) Petronas CEO warns of 15-year delay to BC LNG project (via G&M) BC government apologizes for firing worker who later killed himself (via the Victoria Times-Colonist) From Tibet to Taiwan, China's outer regions watch Hong Kong protests intently (via the New York Times) It's a shame Jean-Claude Duvalier died a free man, says ex-UN prosecutor (via CBC News) Vancouver's cabbies take aim at Uber (via The Province) Keurig's coffee supremacy challenged by Canadian firm (via Yahoo! News) North and South Korea 'agree to talks' (via BBC News) See more » Your BC: The Tyee's Photo Pool Join The Tyee's Flickr group » View previous selections » Most Commented What I Saw with a German Tour of the Oil Sands (132 comments) Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign (76 comments) 'The Environment Is the Economy': MP Weston (106 comments) Fired Researcher Who Killed Self Was Evaluating Drug Backed by Clark (57 comments) Climate Warriors Must Forge Stronger Alliances, Now (53 comments) ISIS Threat: Let's Refuse to be Scared (79 comments) We Must Heed Naomi Klein's Call (309 comments) Christy Clark's No Pro at LNG Poker (38 comments) Six Steps to Protect Canadians from Flaws in China Trade Deal (128 comments) How Labour Unions Make Us Healthier (31 comments) About The Tyee National Pool Contributors Advertise Contact Funding Jobs Master Classes Privacy Policy Submissions Support The Tyee News Culture Opinion National Mediacheck Solutions Video Publications Tyee News Weekly Archives The Hook Other BC Blogs Reported Elsewhere Steve Burgess Murray Dobbin Michael Geist Crawford Kilian Rafe Mair Andrew Nikiforuk Shannon Rupp Bill Tieleman Dorothy Woodend Follow The Tyee Subscribe by email Subscribe by RSS Tyee Mobile App Managed Hosting by Gossamer Threads × Share article via email Send this article to: Your email address: Your message: Would you like to receive The Tyee's headlines free by email? Yes, every day. Yes, once a week. I already subscribe. No, thanks. Submit Show form again » Close)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=20184,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 3, November/December 2009  Overcrowded in Ladysmith By Karen Fediuk This personal opinion article was created to highlight the current poor school facility, with no intervention in sight, at Ecole Davis Road School in Ladysmith. Reproduction of the original article and editorial cartoon that cast light on the situation was not granted by Black Press. The original article, available online, is titled “Davis Road School is bursting,” and was published on October 12, 2009. Serving as a successful example of the desire of parents to bridge the two solitudes of Canada, Ecole Davis Road in Ladysmith has an ever-growing student population but parents are bewildered by the politics that has left our facilities ignored. In 2003, Davis Road School was struggling with enrolment. As the older and smaller school at the south end of town, many parents seemed keen to send their young children elsewhere. Two parents spearheaded a petition to get School District 68 to bring French immersion to Ladysmith, which was later introduced in fall 2004. Until 2010, the school will continue to add at least one new division until French immersion is offered through to Grade 7. Over the last six years, enrolment at Ecole Davis Road has tripled. Parents send their students from outside the catchment area because of the school programs and great administration and teachers. Within the last year, enrolment has increased by 25 students bringing the current population to 212 students: 89 English and 123 French immersion. According to grandparents and parents, the facilities at Ecole Davis Road have remained frozen in time, unlike other area schools. Operating at 227% capacity, the facilities are crowded, inadequate, and seismically unsafe. We are truly bursting apart at the seams. Parents are becoming increasingly frustrated by the lack of response to our need for a new school. So far the only concrete response has been more portables. In spite of long-term use and request for wet portables, we have six dry portables (no washrooms, no sinks). A sagging roof in one portable has been ‘fixed’ with the addition of the ‘infamous dancing pole’ in the centre. We know there will be another portable arriving next year, although we all wonder what part of the playground will be lost next. Already, 88 children have no ready access to running water in the portables where they learn and eat. Until, coincidentally, three weeks ago, when an article appeared in the Ladysmith Chronicle newspaper about the lack of access to hand-washing facilities at Ecole Davis Road, School District 68 would not purchase hand sanitizers. Since then we’ve learned that School District 68 is very concerned about children in dry portables and is purchasing hand sanitizers at least until all children are inoculated against the swine flu. This short-term only purchase comes in spite of a recommendation by Health Canada and medical health officers that all children should have non-compromised continuous access to handwashing facilities to reduce transmission of other bacteria and viruses. As the school grows, it is increasingly difficult to support activities. By next year, our undersized gym (capacity 249) will not allow a whole school assembly. The gym is already too small to support full intermediate classes from participating in gym activities and league games. No change-room prevents children from changing into gym strip or washing after exercise. For our 2008 Christmas function, we relied on the kindness of our secondary school to allow Ecole Davis Road to use their drama room. While hot lunches remain popular with students and parents (and are an important fundraiser), PAC has to order in food for hot lunches or cook hot dogs in plug-in slow cookers as there are no kitchen facilities available for use. The school fruit and vegetable program fridge and products have to be stored in the Kindergarten classrooms. So why is nothing concrete on the horizon? After the last school board election, the new board voted down the Facilities Plan that would have seen $68 million injected into SD 68 and a new school building for Ecole Davis Road. The school board has only ranked Ecole Davis Road as number three on their preferred priority list for seismic upgrades behind South Wellington (student population 69) and Cilaire (student population 204). These two schools in Nanaimo have a lower audit score (48% South Wellington and 40% Cilaire) than Ecole Davis Road (60%). In Nanaimo-area schools, however, there remains underutilized space, whereas in Ladysmith, schools are operating at over 110% of their capacity. According to a letter from the Ministry of Education (August 2008), Ecole Davis Road is a high priority due to space needs but because of ranking and limited capital funding, it has not been chosen for renovation or renewal. In my opinion, until the underutilized space in Nanaimo is dealt with or Ecole Davis Road moves up the preferred priority list, or until a separate facilities renewal plan for Ladysmith schools is finally submitted (because it’s geographically quite far from Nanaimo-area schools), a new school building will remain just an idea. It’s past time that Ecole Davis Road was replaced. Are any decision-makers listening? Karen Fediuk is Parent Advisory Council chair, Ecole Davis Road, Ladysmith. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8100,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 7, May/June 2005 Health & safety: Skeletons in the closet by Mark Keelan As the school year comes to a close, our thoughts turn toward cleaning up this year’s accumulation of materials and organizing for next year. Have you ever wondered what is hiding in places we seldom look? Many schools in the province were built a long time ago. Over the years, an amazing array of "things" are collected and forgotten. What dangers lurk in that storage area under the stage or in the closet at the end of the hallway? What mysterious objects are in the science storage room or in the dark corners of the basement? Staff working in one wing of an elementary school began to notice that a strange smell greeted them when they arrived each morning. A considerable amount of mould was growing in the crawlspace beneath that wing. Further investigation revealed that a hot-water tank had been leaking for some time. Everything stored in the crawlspace was contaminated. The cleanup turned out to be a much bigger job than anyone anticipated. The school district called in experts to conduct the cleanup. Workers entered the crawlspace and began to haul out old desks and chairs, broken bulletin boards, costumes, Apple IIe computers, tables with broken legs, files, and assorted other junk. By the time everything was removed, three 40-cubic-metre dumpsters had been filled. The cleanup took several days and cost the district thousands of dollars. Worse, because so much junk was in the crawlspace, workers and students were exposed to significantly more mould than they would have had the crawlspace been empty. They reported a variety of respiratory ailments. Prior to the second semester in a secondary school, a box of discarded science equipment was removed from the basement and left in a classroom. Nobody paid much attention to the box. The custodian regularly bumped it when he mopped the floor. In June, the box was accidentally knocked over, and, to everyone’s surprise, a large quantity of mercury spilled out of a broken barometer. It was clear that the barometer had been broken for a long time. For about four months, everyone who spent time in that classroom had been exposed to mercury vapour. Three years later, in the same school, another barometer was discovered-stored on its side in a wooden box on the top shelf of a chemical-storage room. Teachers believe it had been there for five or six years. When it was taken down from the shelf, there were pools of mercury in the box. In the case of the school with the mould contamination, respiratory complaints disappeared when the environment was cleaned. The aftermath of the mercury exposure is not so positive. Two teachers are off work completely, two more are on partial medical leave, and several other people are ill. Should we be concerned about such exposures? It is true that we are surrounded by many types of mould. Some types are harmless and some are, in fact, beneficial. However, some moulds are extremely toxic and can cause a number of serious health concerns. Mercury is a naturally occurring element, the only metal that is liquid at room temperature. Before health concerns related to it were discovered, mercury was used in many different ways, from teething powder, to disinfectant for cuts, to thermometers. It is now known that mercury vapour causes significant health concerns. A single exposure to elemental mercury vapour can cause acute mercury poisoning. The vapour enters the bloodstream and has a negative effect on the liver and the central nervous system. Fortunately, the half-life for mercury in the blood is estimated to be about three days. Longer-term exposure to mercury can cause it to accumulate in the bones, in the brain and in the liver, where it causes cirrhosis-like symptoms. The half-life for mercury in the brain is 30 to 40 years. Chronic low-level exposure can cause, among other things, tremors, insomnia, hypertension, gingivitis, and memory loss. Members constantly complain about the lack of storage space in schools. By insisting on the clean-out of long-forgotten and unneeded junk, members can free up storage space and help to make schools healthier places in which to work and to learn. Even more important, members should insist on the removal of all devices containing mercury. Some U.S. states have banned the use and storage of mercury in schools. If mercury is found in your school, exercise extreme caution. Strict protocols must be followed for its removal. Assure members who use such things that suitable alternatives to mercury-containing thermometers, barometers, and similar instruments are available. So, this year while you are packing up your things, try to send some dangerous materials packing. Mark Keelan is the BCTF’s health and safety officer for prevention. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7042&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 5, March 2006 President’s message Once again we’re coming into spring term without a collective agreement–at least not one that was freely negotiated. After the momentous events of last fall, it’s clear this round of negotiations must be fundamentally different. This time we need an agreement that is negotiated in a spirit of mutual respect, not one imposed through unilateral wielding of the legislative hammer. Last fall we took a strong stand in defense of public education. We took great risks, but we stood up together and we made gains for our students and ourselves. When we voted to go back to our classrooms, we did not give up. We are working as hard today as we did last October, to address the urgent needs of real children in our schools. We are speaking out at the Learning Round Table. We are actively engaging with Vince Ready’s Industrial Inquiry Commission. We’re lobbying our MLAs and writing letters to editors. We’re hosting and attending conferences, and learning from other teachers, students, and parents across Canada and abroad. Most importantly, though, here in our neighbourhood schools we’re teaching almost 600,000 students every day, trying our best to meet their diverse needs. While the government drags its feet, teachers and students face working and learning conditions that need prompt action. We’re looking at the kind of solutions that have been found in other parts of the country. In Ontario, for example, elementary teachers have 200 minutes of preparation time per week, and secondary teachers have 25% prep time. By the end of their current collective agreement, those at 5-year maximum salary will be earning $84,900. Quite a contrast. Ready has been granted more time to undertake his review of teacher bargaining structures. His new deadline is March 31, 2006. In the meantime, we will continue to give voice to teachers’ concerns, despite the current problematic framework. We have put forward proposals we believe would improve teaching and learning, restore bargaining and professional rights, and enhance the joy of life-long learning for students and teachers alike. Read more on our web site, bctf.ca. Jinny Sims)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141007,www.youtube-nocookie.com,http://www.youtube-nocookie.com/embed/0IQDqipkm5M?rel=0,)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/DidYouKnow.aspx?id=20526&printPage=true,Did You Know 4, January 2010  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Newsletters and Alerts > Did You Know > 2009-10 Archives Did You Know? Teachers and parents: Working together Fewer students write the FSAs in 2009 School District % of Grade 4 students not writing    % of Grade 7 students not writing Greater Victoria #61    16–17% 21–24% Vancouver #39 31–32% 32–34% Sooke #62 11–12% 25% Delta #37 18–19% 23% Coquitlam #43 26–27% 11–12% Nanaimo #68 25–26% 25–27% Maple Ridge #42 37–39% 44–46% PROVINCIAL  16–17%  16–17% Participation rates for the FSA dropped in 2008–09 and the ministry is clearly worried about a further decline resulting from our campaign. Members should be clear that they have the right to distribute the What Parents Need to Know: Dear Parents withdrawal letter, and we encourage every Grade 4 and 7 teacher to send the withdrawal letter home or hand to parents before the FSAs are written. No. 4, January 2010)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "#FunFriday Fact: #BC has the highest small business employment in Canada. October is Small Business Month! Check out: http://t.co/20bcLmlvFP" @bcliberals - 03:55pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=9750&printPage=true,BCTF News Releases  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2006 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE December 8, 2006 Defending women's voices The BC Teachers' Federation (BCTF) is calling on the federal government to defend the rights of Canadian women by abandoning its plans to dismantle most of the offices of Status of Women Canada (SWC). The BCTF has launched an online petition at www.bctf.ca/WomensRightsPetition.cfm to offer members of the public the opportunity to voice their opposition to the slashing of a viable and valuable service in Canada. "This is a reprehensible move by the Harper Conservatives," says BCTF President Jinny Sims. "They are taking away one of the few resources women have in this country. This is devastating for Canadian women, and particularly for women in BC. Two years ago, the BC Liberals took the axe to the province's Women's Centres, and they slashed income assistance, legal aid, child care, and other resources so that women who are in need have very few options."  Sims has written to the Prime Minister about cuts to SWC, and also about cuts to the Skills and Literacy program, the Court Challenges program, and other cuts made by his government at the end of September. "The nature of the cuts and the severity is particularly disturbing," writes Sims. "The programs under attack by the federal government are those that address the needs of ordinary Canadians. The impact of the cuts will be to deny these Canadians the resources needed to advance their skills and fully participate in our society." The recent federal cuts will be the death knell for 12 of the 16 SWC offices across Canada which are slated for closure April 1. SWC works to advance women's economic equality and human rights, and eliminate violence against women. Heritage Minister Bev Oda says the offices do little to serve women directly. "That is an outrageous statement for the minister to make," says Sims. "It shows a complete lack of understanding of the issues facing women, and it shows government's lack of respect and regard for women's rights." Sims says, "Women around BC are being encouraged to stand up to domestic abuse and violence, but the federal government seems determined they not get the help they desperately need." -  30  For more information, contact Yvonne Eamor, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell).)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9720,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 19, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 2006 Students can reach out to others during the holiday season by Virginia Brucker Children make great volunteers—they are full of enthusiasm, energy, and optimism. There are many good reasons why kids should volunteer. Studies show that people who help others are healthier and happier. When children volunteer, their self-esteem is enhanced as they learn new skills and make new friends. They see themselves as kind people capable of making a difference, and they learn to live more hopefully. They develop a stronger, richer sense of self and often have greater empathy and compassion. Volunteer activities help build character and teach social responsibility. The holiday season provides many opportunities for elementary and secondary school students to reach out to others. Your students can: make tray favours or cards for Meals-on-Wheels clients. sort food at a food bank. invite an elderly neighbour or relative to attend their holiday concert or band performance. make a pillow, quilt, or stockings for a shelter. This is a great project for home ec classes. organize a pet food drive for the local SPCA. organize a party for the local special olympics participants. Or better still, volunteer to help with special olympics throughout the year. donate items their family has outgrown such as a crib, bedding, baby clothes, or baby toys to a local shelter or program for teen parents. visit a seniors’ centre. Organize a craft or baking session for seniors or help write and address their seasonal cards. set up a wrapping station in a local mall to raise money for a charity that has special meaning for them. donate gently used books to a family shelter or a daycare that needs them. organize a warm coat collection and donate the coats to an organization that needs them. collect used eyes glasses for the Lions’ Club eyeglass-recycling program, which are sent to developing countries. (Visit www.clerc.ca to find where to send glasses.) read stories to younger students. And later on, consider organizing a big-buddy tutoring program where children regularly help younger children with reading. help little buddies write thank you letters to Santa for last year’s gift. "Those who bring sunshine to the lives of others cannot keep it from themselves..." – James Matthew Barrie Virginia Brucker is a Vancouver Island teacher-librarian who wrote Gifts from the Heart: Simple Ways to Make Your Family’s Christmas More Meaningful. A newly revised and expanded edition is available at bookstores across Canada. Royalties support research for the Canadian Cancer Society. To date, book sales have raised $98,500 for research. Published by Insomniac Press, 2006, 336 pages, ISBN 1897178301, $19.95. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=21877,BCTF News Releases  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources   For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development News Release Archives 2014  2013  2012    2011 2010  2009  2008 2007  2006  Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2011 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  January 17, 2011 Teachers reject minister’s position on FSA testing, reaffirm their opposition As the 2011 Foundation Skills Assessment period begins, BC teachers are continuing to speak out about their many reasons for opposing the standardized tests given to 9- and 12-year-olds across BC. On Sunday, in a last-ditch effort to shore up support for the controversial testing regime, Education Minister Margaret MacDiarmid issued an open letter to parents of Grades 4 and 7 students. In it, she made numerous points with which teachers strongly disagree, said Susan Lambert, president of the BC Teachers’ Federation. Contrary to the minister’s statement, the FSA tests do not help students learn or teachers teach, nor do they give parents any valuable information about their children’s progress. Instead, they take valuable time and much-needed resources away from the classroom  and undermine teachers’ ability to provide meaningful learning experiences for all students. “The minister is encouraging teaching to the tests, a practice that undermines the academic rigour of the curriculum. These tests were never designed to measure individual student progress, and using them as such is a gross over-simplification,” Lambert said. “These tests assess only a very narrow and superficial slice of the curriculum, but they take on exaggerated importance when the minister inflates their value with her open letter, when accountability contracts use them as indicators, and when the Fraser Institute misuses the results to rank schools,” she continued. Education experts across Canada have decried the rankings, along with all education partners in BC —not just the Teachers’ Federation. Even Christy Clark, as education minister, was in opposition to the rankings. MacDiarmid’s letter also claims that “contrary to misinformation, the test is not optional.” Over recent years the BCTF has been informing parents of teachers’ concerns about the testing and of their right to opt their children out of assessments with which they disagree. It appears that the BCTF’s message is resonating. Declining participation in the Foundation Skills Assessment shows that more and more parents are deciding it’s best for their children not to take the tests. According to Ministry of Education figures, between 9% and 11% of Grades 4 and 7 students did not take the 2008 FSA tests. In 2010, the percentage of students not taking the tests rose to between 16% and 19%. “That this open letter would be issued the day before this year’s testing period begins indicates that the ministry is fearful that the decreased participation rates will render once again the test results statistically meaningless,” Lambert said. She noted that there is one important point in the minister’s letter everyone can agree upon: “We want every student to be able to fully pursue their passion in education and become lifelong learners.” However, teachers know that pursuing a rigid and narrow testing agenda is not the way to reach that laudable goal. “On one hand the ministry is promoting 21st century personalized learning while on the other hand pushing a kind of 19th century standardized testing,” Lambert said. “It’s completely contradictory.” -  30  - For more information, contact Nancy Knickerbocker, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell). Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewTeachers.aspx?id=31853,BCTF > Working with volunteers  	New teachers  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers Aboriginal Education  Bargaining & Collective Agreements  Français  Health & Safety  New Teachers  Opportunities for Members  Pensions Professional Development  Professional Rights & Responsibility  Provincial Specialist Associations  Salary & Benefits  Teachers Teaching On Call  Teaching Resources  For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > New Teachers > New Teachers' Handbook > Table of Contents   Working with volunteers  Volunteers bring special talents to our schools. The context  For generations, parents/guardians, grandparents, university students, neighbours, young, and old, have volunteered in our public schools. Volunteers come to school to talk to students about their jobs, listen to children read, help coach school teams, sew or paint backdrops, or help out on field trips. At the same time as services in public schools have expanded so has employment of people to provide them. In various situations, conflict arose regarding the roles ascribed to employees and to volunteers. At the BCTF Annual General Meeting of 1986, teachers adopted a policy that welcomes and defines appropriate roles for volunteers in schools. People volunteer for a variety of personal reasons. We recognize, however, that a volunteer’s first commitment may not be to the school, and that career or family commitments may prevent her/him from helping on the day or time planned. We do not expect volunteers to be familiar with all the employer’s rules and policies that guide us in our work. Volunteers complement the work of paid teaching and non-teaching staff; they do not substitute for it. In recent years we have all noticed fewer services in our schools. Many elementary and secondary schools have lost staff, caretaker hours have been cut back, band programs have been cancelled, and fewer education assistants are available to help with students with special needs. Volunteers have sometimes been asked to replace employees who have had their hours reduced, have been laid off, or were never hired for needed positions. Often volunteers do not know that the work they have been asked to do is part of regular duties of absent employees. Sweeping the hallway, providing regular assistance for a student with special needs, providing withdrawal remedial programs, and driving school buses are all jobs done by paid staff. Volunteers should not be asked to evaluate students’ work, nor should they implement programs with groups of students. That is the job of a teacher. Parents/guardians, some of whom are school volunteers, deserve to feel confident that their child is being taught, assessed, and evaluated by a teacher. Volunteers bring special talents to our schools. In the best scenarios, volunteers and the public schools benefit equally from the relationship. Volunteers continue to enrich the lives of the children in their communities, and volunteering brings them closer to their neighbours and their neighbourhood. BCTF policy on volunteers in schools  Detailed policy information is in the Members’ Guide to the BCTF, or online: bctf.ca/membersguide. Key points to remember: Volunteer participation in schools will be encouraged and will be related to educational programs where volunteers can bring their special talents to schools. Volunteers will be used on a by-need, special occasion basis in the co-curricular and extra- curricular activities of the school. Teachers will respect the provisions of any collective agreements between boards and non-teaching employees regarding the use of volunteers in the schools. In the absence of any such provisions in collective agreements, teachers will be guided by the following principles: Policies regarding the use of volunteers should be developed at the district level and with agreement from the school board, teachers, and non-teaching employee unions.  Implementation of policies on use of volunteers should be monitored by a committee with representatives from the school board, the teachers, and non-teaching employee unions.  Districts should develop, through such monitoring committees, mechanisms for:   ensuring school adherence to policies,  resolving conflicts that may arise between teaching or non-teaching staff and volunteers.  Volunteer participation in schools should complement the work of paid teaching and non-teaching staff and should not substitute for it.  Volunteers should not be used in schools to replace teachers, teacher aides, or other school personnel who have been laid off or had their hours of work cut.  Volunteer participation in schools should not be a substitute for adequate staffing by professional and non-teaching support personnel.  Knowledge of this policy by volunteers in schools can prevent conflict. If you have questions or concerns about a particular situation, ask your staff representative or call your local teachers’ union office. About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8276,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 1, September 2004 Project Overseas: GHANA by Garry Storsley As part of a six-person team for the CTF Project Overseas, I was to be responsible for junior secondary science, Grades 5–9. There would be no reliable power, and things would be very basic, so we were to come with an open mind. That proved to be the best advice. Janet Wilkinson (leader), Ron Ball, and Dean Kokanas, from Alberta, Dianna Van der Zalm and Phil Beveridge, from Ontario, and I were assigned to Ghana to share with the Ghana National Association of Teachers (GNAT) teaching skills, experiences, and culture. All project teams had a four-day orientation in Ottawa before departing. GNAT officials met us late at night in Accra. The next day, we met the full team of nationals—three GNAT officials and an individual co-tutor for each of us. We were very warmly welcomed and wonderfully treated. For the next three days, we planned our schedules and topics for the sessions—administration and leadership, elementary and junior science, and Grade 4–12 math. We saw much of the country as our schedule was at three teacher-training centres in remote areas far from the main cities. Our team for the next 23 days included 15 nationals and five trucks and drivers. We left Accra at 9:00 a.m. on a Saturday, and after 14+ hours of dust, heat, blockades, mosquitoes, a lunch, rough roads, many small villages, and frequent stops to stretch we arrived in Wa, a small town in far northwest Ghana. An earlier storm wiped out all telecommunications to the outside for the next five days. About 160 teachers from as far as 380 km came, some triple bunked in the college dorms. Travel was mostly by walking and bicycle, often riding double, and occasionally a motorbike. Sunday was a prep day. Monday we were officially introduced by the zone GNAT rep and then on to our specific sessions, about 25 to 30 in each, ages 18 to 50s, with from 0 to 30 years of teaching experience (most 0–3 years). Classes went from 8:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., then lunch, at the college cafeteria. Our sessions included labs, demonstrations, model lessons, lesson planning, practice teaching, teaching strategies, leadership styles, and classroom management. The sessions on administration and leadership with administrators (95% males) were at times controversial, especially when dealing with the decision-making models. The co-tutors held afternoon sessions. Our four evening sessions were on HIV/Aids, equality/gender equity, and human rights, a Canada night, and an awesome Ghana night, featuring national music and dancing. Saturday was a travel day and sight-seeing time as we journeyed to Tamale, a larger town in north central Ghana. We repeated our program. A village chief—a junior secondary teacher—rode his old bike 7 km at 6:00 a.m. on Saturday morning, on only a trail, just to see us off. Our final training college was in Berekum, in west central Ghana. We met with over 450 Ghanaian educators, most from small-town and village schools, most without even the basic facilities, conveniences, and resources of our schools. The ministry had recently mandated public education to include the remote regions of the country. The admin and leadership classes were 90% male; there were only 5% women in my junior secondary science, and none in the junior/senior math. The major concerns included low salaries, student difficulties with English, most class sizes of 50 to 65, no teacher incentives to do well, little or no input into the school’s operation, few women teachers in the sciences and math, very few teaching resources, books, and supplies, no other colleagues in the same subject area, high absenteeism among the women teachers and the students, most women omitting the elementary science and math curriculum, a heavy curriculum with reduced time for the sciences and math, and no opportunities for in-service education and professional development. Many had few writing materials. Daily I gave out 15 sheets of lined paper and a blue or black pen. On Fridays, each received 25 sheets of paper and a red pen. For most this was their first sight of a red pen! Thanks to Staples and Office Depot for donating a full suitcase (32 kg) of paper and pens. On Friday afternoons, each participant received a certificate and we were presented with gifts of Ghanaian clothing. The time went by too quickly, every day brought more cultural experiences to treasure. The participants openly expressed their appreciation to us and especially to the CTF and CIDA. I received several letters from participants, all expressing thanks and some requesting educational information. Our financial and volunteer support brings great educational returns! GNAT is highly respected in the communities. They are a wonderful people, very happy and patriotic and, enjoy their life fully. We can learn much by observing their appreciation, excitement, and exuberance to life. Thank you CTF, BCTF, CIDA, GNAT, and Ghana! Garry Storsley is a retired Delta teacher and UBC faculty associate. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13184&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 1999 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 11, Number 7, May/June 1999 An appetite for language learning by Verena Foxx Secondary students document elementary school cooking project “It makes me feel proud because I can learn more English and we cook different peoples’ foods,” says a Grade 5 Vancouver elementary ESL student. “This experience has helped our students develop marketable skills,” says Vancouver’s Kitsilano Secondary School video production teacher Ken Scott. For the past three years, every Friday afternoon, the staffroom at David Livingstone Elementary School, in Vancouver, has been transformed into an active multicultural kitchen and dining room. Students from the ESL Reception class (Grades 4–7) have been learning language skills using an experiential approach of cooking and eating. The class teacher, Sylvia Luksun, and I developed the program. After running Multicultural Cooking for two years, we were encouraged to develop a video and resource guide to share the experience with other teachers. The Vancouver School Board’s Marineview Area Learning Services offices awarded the funds. ESL district resource teacher Vicki McCarthy offered her expertise in a consultative role. A suggestion to collaborate, using in-district resources, resulted in our partnering with Kitsilano Secondary School teacher Ken Scott and two of his video-production students, Neall McGregor (Grade 12) and Emryss Prussin (Grade 11). The goal of our project was language learning through cooking Canadian multi-ethnic foods. We hoped that different eating customs would expand the students’ palates and their knowledge of the world. We realized that table settings could enhance and support conversation, manners, and the understanding of various ethnic backgrounds. We built in other aspects of the cultural studies by teaching games, music, and songs and learning basic geographical and statistical facts. A five-course Canadian Thanksgiving Dinner in early October kicks off the program. During another session, the class is setting up a Mexican Fiesta, or a parent is teaching ESL learners to make Ukranian perogies, Taiwanese potstickers, or Ghanese jollof rice. On a subsequent Friday, First Nations bannock bread sizzles in a deep frying pan. American apple and berry pies are baked in the spring, and a French picnic is packed when the weather is warm. The class is involved in managing the project. Students are responsible for helping develop and follow a budget, for making their own aprons, and for taking part in monthly recess fundraising sales. They support the planning of the menus and shop for supplies with us on a rotating basis. The students learn to cook by following a recipe. They set the tables, eat together, and clean up. Students from other intermediate classes join the cooking class in a reverse-integration process. A community relationship is formed through a partnership with parents of the class who come in and share their recipes and cultural traditions. In June, we visit a restaurant together as year-end celebration. It is evident on this field trip that the cooking-project goals have been met. After many weeks of experience, students enthusiastically demonstrate their table manners, conversational skills, and an interest in the menu and food. In planning the project, we aimed to integrate the learning outcomes of several IRPs. Language arts abilities included building vocabulary, following instructions, understanding sequencing, and developing interactive talk. Social studies skill development took place in follow-up activities that built an appreciation of other cultures. A simple overview of the countries studied extended the students’ knowledge of geographical location, climate, population, and different types of government. Math and science learning took place in measuring ingredients and following the cooking process. Finally, personal planning goals were achieved. Participants improved their organizational and interpersonal skills. They developed a positive self-esteem as they learned to respect one anothers’ differences. When the time came to document the cooking project, we invited Prussin and McGregor to our school. With their teacher, they completed a “rough shoot,” setting up lights, cameras, sound, and filming the action. This experience prepared everyone for the final shoot. Parents gave their permission to film, and the ESL class eagerly brought their clean aprons for the final shoot. It was conducted independently by the secondary school students a month after the practice. The theme of the video shoot was an Italian experience, complete with live ethnic music and a parent’s pasta-eating demonstration. Four hours of recorded video went back with the students. After about 50 hours of editing and post-production with McGregor, Prussin, Scott, and me at the secondary school video studio, a seven-minute film had been created. “It was their first live shoot. They had to deal with a real client, which meant being responsible for delivering a final product,” says Scott. In completing the full gamut, from pre-production to final product, the students met curricular goals, and for their efforts, they both earned bonus credits. As they were applying the final sound track on the computerized video editing monitor, Prussin and McGregor echoed, “It’s been a good experience.” On viewing the final product, the ESL class concurred. Verena Foxx is an ESL support teacher, David Livingstone Elementary School, Vancouver, and a member of the Teacher Newsmagazine Advisory Board.)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7696,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 3, November/December 2004 Class-size reduction cited as top spending priority in education: Public-opinion poll According to a recent Canadian Teachers’ Federation (CTF) commissioned poll, most Canadians believe that reducing class sizes should be the number-one spending priority in education. Some 76% of those surveyed agreed that class sizes in public schools are too large. The 2004 poll shows that 26% selected class-size reduction as the highest spending priority, followed by 22% for curriculum improvements and 15% for services for students with special needs. Province-wide student achievement tests ranked the lowest, with only 5% of the public and 0% of teachers supporting this exercise as a spending priority. "The public associates small classes with better discipline and with teachers’ giving more personal attention," says CTF President Terry Price. "More individualized attention for students means achieving the level of performance that matches the students’ abilities and learning skills. "The stress that crowded classrooms is putting on young or beginning teachers was also noted by those surveyed. According to the poll results, 77% believed that young or beginning teachers leave the profession after a few years because of large class sizes and increasingly heavy workload. "Teachers with small classes can spend time and energy helping each child succeed. Smaller classes also enhance safety, discipline, and order in the classroom. When qualified teachers teach smaller classes, kids learn more. It’s simply common sense, and studies show that it works to increase student achievement. There has been significant research, including Project STAR, the Student-Teacher Achievement Ratio project, conducted in Texas in the mid-1980s. The study, involving 2.4-million students in Grades 1 through 7, found that student achievement fell as the student/teacher ratio increased for every student above an 18-to-1 ratio. It also found that students in smaller classes significantly outperformed students in regular-sized classes and regular-sized classes with a teacher aide. "The research is clear: Class size is vital to the success of our students. If small class size does improve achievement, then cost should be no obstacle especially if one compares the human and financial costs associated with dropouts and remedial education. The poll was conducted by Vector Research + Development Inc. from May 6 to 11, 2004, with 1,001 Canadians throughout the country. In 19 cases out of 20, the results based on a random sample of 1,001 will differ by no more than plus or minus 3.1 percentage points. – CTF News Service, Ottawa Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=20438,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 4, January/February 2010  Yours for the asking Out in Schools launches LGBT teacher’s resource guide The Out in Schools program is an innovate project garnering critical acclaim amongst educators across the province. Out in Schools has reached more than 13,000 students since its inception and the launch of a new Teacher’s Learning Resource Guide will extend the programs reach even further. This handy guide is based on the Out in Schools program that uses independent film, and especially youth-produced film to engage and educate young people on Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgendered (LGBT) issues including discrimination, homophobia, isolation, bullying, and violence. This guide is a terrific resource for educators and youth workers who require support when tackling LGBT issues in their classrooms. The guide includes a detailed list of program learning outcomes that meet BC Ministry of Education standards, as well as a teacher's instruction guide, a glossary, and list of youth resources. It also comes with student work units and includes a double DVD of selected youth films which focus on a variety of LGBT issues. The guide also includes student workshop activities, a timeline of the gay rights movement in Canada and suggested discussion topics for instructors. The guide is available January 1, 2010, for only $35. To order your copy or to learn more, contact Ross Johnstone, director of Youth Education, Out in Schools, 604-844-1615, e-mail: ross@outonscreen.com, website: outinschools.com. BCTF video resources BCTF members may borrow video resources from the BCTF Information Services Department. In future issues of Teacher we will highlight new resources that members may use for professional or classroom use. We purchase public performance rights for all items. Feature titles this month include: Growing Up Online Straightlaced: How Gender’s Got Us All Tied Up  The Suzuki Diaries: Sustainability in Action  Search our online video catalogue, info.bctf.ca/videos/search.aspx, for complete descriptions of these titles or to find video resources on other topics. Please call toll-free 1-800-663-9163 (local 2241), or 604-871-2241 (direct) or e-mail your request to video@bctf.ca and include your name, e-mail address, video title, date required, school address, and your school phone and fax numbers. To minimize loss, videos are couriered rather than mailed, and we request that members assume return courier costs. Members may also choose to pick up videos from the BCTF. Seizure info for schools The BC Epilepsy Society has produced a new DVD specifically for teachers. Epilepsy and Seizure Information for Schools, discusses seizures, epilepsy, learning impacts, and classroom management. It includes interviews with medical professionals, school personnel, parents, and children. It is estimated that one in twelve people will have a seizure in their lifetime. Seizures are more common in children, especially among children with special needs or chronic health conditions. Epilepsy, sometimes called a seizure disorder, means that someone has recurring seizures. In fact, considering the prevalence, it is likely that a child in your school has had seizures. The DVD is available from school resource media libraries or you can order a copy by contacting the BC Epilepsy Society at outreach@bcepilepsy.com or at 604-875-6704. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2010_08_01_archive.html,Staffroom Confidential: August 2010 Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Wednesday, August 25, 2010 Lessons for responding to a wage freeze... The Ontario government, like many others across Canada, has announced a wage freeze for public sector workers. But workers are not taking it lying down. Lancaster House reported: Labour leaders voiced their displeasure with the government's action. Sid Ryan, the president of the Ontario Federation of Labour, called the government's measures an "opening salvo" by a government trying to cut costs. Warren Thomas, president of the Ontario Public Service Employees Union, declared: "It's difficult for workers to swallow some of this stuff when you see bankers and investment houses ... going back to multi-million bonuses after just being bailed out." Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 2:32 PM No comments: Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest Monday, August 23, 2010 Is the government worried?... A mysterious phone call from a BC government lawyer to the BCTF invited the BCTF to discuss "remedies" for not having what is called "manner and consequence" language bargained under the changes to the School Act that were imposed in 2002. At that time, despite a judicial order, ALL language on class size and composition was removed - including language that does not impose "limits", but rather the "manner" in which a class is created and the "consequences" of creating such a class. For example, language that provided TOC time to teachers with more than 2 students with an IEP was removed. This is "consequence" language. It seems the government is finally realizing they went way beyond the pale when they chose to simply legislate the removal of all our class size and composition language and they are now worried about what the Supreme Court will say. This is good news for teachers AND students and provides a glimmer of hope as we prepare to enter the next round of bargaining. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 1:58 PM 1 comment: Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest Newer Posts Home Subscribe to: Posts (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts All Comments Atom All Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ▼  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ▼  August (2) Lessons for responding to a wage freeze... Is the government worried?... Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141007,play.google.com,https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.huffingtonpost.android&hl=no,Huffington Post - Android-apper på Google Play Søk Bilder Maps Play YouTube Nyheter Gmail Disk Mer Kalender Oversetter Mobil Wallet Blogger Bilder Enda mer Account Options Logg inn Apper Mine apper Butikk Spill Redaktørenes valg Film og TV Mine filmer og TV-programmer Butikk Filmer TV Studioer Nettverk Musikk Min musikk Butikk Bøker Mine bøker Butikk Lærebøker Aviskiosk Min aviskiosk Butikk Enheter Butikk Butikk Min Play-aktivitet Min ønskeliste Løs inn gavekode Kjøp gavekort Fyll på Google Play-saldo Kategorier Biblioteker og demo Brukertilpasning Butikkhandel Bøker og referanser Fotografering/bilder Jobbrelatert Kommunikasjon Levende bakgrunnsbilde Livsstil Medier og video Medisinsk Moduler Musikk og lyd Nyheter og blader Produktivitet Reiser og lokalt Sosial Sport Sunnhet og trening Tegneserier Transport Underholdning Utdannelse Verktøy Værmelding Økonomi Spill Arkade Brettspill Eventyr Familie Fritidsspill Handling Hjernetrim Kasino Kort Læring Motorsport Musikk Ordspill Quiz Rollespill Simulator Sportsspill Strategi Startside Topplister Nyheter Mine bestillinger Innstillinger Android Enhetsbehandling Huffington Post HuffingtonPost.com - 1. oktober 2014 Nyheter og blader 1 Installer Legg i ønskelisten Legger til ... Lagt til i ønskelisten Fjern Fjerner … Laster inn enhetskompatibilitet … (20 440) Vil du oversette beskrivelsen til norsk med Google Oversetter? Oversett beskrivelsen tilbake til engelsk Oversett Beskrivelse Featuring real-time updates from HuffPost's Pulitzer-prize winning newsroom, the app lets your voice be heard by commenting on articles, and sharing your favorite stories and opinion pieces with friends, family, and coworkers in your social networks. The new "universal" version of the app supports multiple devices -- including phones, and 7-inch and 10-inch tablets, both with grid and list layouts -- and also offers a unique "night mode" feature. You can also download stories for offline reading – no connections needed. And it’s global – our app connects you with the best from our international editions, including the UK, Canada, France, Germany, Spain, Italy, Japan, Brazil, and South Korea. Med real-time oppdateringer fra Huffpost sin Pulitzer-prisvinnende redaksjon lar appen din stemme bli hørt ved å kommentere på artikler, og dele dine favoritthistorier og debattinnlegg med venner, familie og kollegaer i dine sosiale nettverk. Den nye "universelle" versjon av programmet støtter flere enheter - inkludert telefoner, og 7-tommers og 10-tommers tabletter, både med nett og listeoppsett -, og tilbyr også en unik "nattmodus"-funksjonen. Du kan også laste ned historier for offline lesing - ingen tilkoblinger som trengs. Og det er global - vår app kobler deg med det beste fra våre internasjonale utgaver, inkludert Storbritannia, Canada, Frankrike, Tyskland, Spania, Italia, Japan, Brasil og Sør-Korea. Finn ut mer Du må installere denne appen før du kan sende inn en anmeldelse. Vurderinger for Google Play gjøres nå via Google+, slik at det blir enklere å se hva folk du bryr deg om mener. Nye vurderinger knyttes offentlig til Google+-profilen din. På eldre vurderinger vises navnet ditt som «En Google-bruker». Bli med i Google+ Vurderinger for Google Play gjøres nå via Google+, slik at det blir enklere å se hva folk du bryr deg om mener. Nye vurderinger knyttes offentlig til Google+-profilen din. På eldre vurderinger vises navnet ditt som «En Google-bruker». Fortsett Skriv en anmeldelse Send inn anmeldelsen Min vurdering Vurderingen er skrevet av Vurderinger Nyttighet Nyeste Vurdering Nyttighet Skriv en anmeldelse 3,8 20 440 totalt 5 8 981 4 5 246 3 2 167 2 1 278 1 2 734 Adrian Vigre Cool app Cool app, with a variety of different news. I miss the "science" tab from IOS. Espen Vinnes New design is awful. I want the old design back. Brukervurderinger Adrian Vigre 11. juli 2013 Cool app Cool app, with a variety of different news. I miss the "science" tab from IOS. Full anmeldelse HuffingtonPost.com 11. juli 2013 click Dropdown menu -&gt; all sections-&gt; science -&gt; star it and it will be included in your favorites. You can also customize the orders in the my fav tab in all sections. Espen Vinnes 13. mars 2013 New design is awful. I want the old design back. Full anmeldelse Dette er nytt Expanded Notifications Finn ut mer Tilleggsinformasjon Oppdatert 1. oktober 2014 Størrelse Varierer med enheten Installasjoner 1 000 000–5 000 000 Gjeldende versjon Varierer med enheten Krever Android Varierer med enheten Innholdsvurdering For unge/voksne Tillatelser Se detaljer Rapportering Rapportér som upassende Levert av HuffingtonPost.com Utvikler Gå til nettstedet Send e-post til android@huffingtonpost.com Personvernregler Lignende BBC News BBC Worldwide (Ltd) 1 Gratis Get the latest world and regional news from the BBC’s global network of more than 2000 journalists. From breaking news, to business, entertainment, technology, the arts and sport, all divided into clear sections, this free app lets you watch video reports, listen to live radio and read the latest updates wherever you are. Key features:  • All the latest news as it happens  • Watch or listen to the latest news headlines  • Opt in for breaking news push notifications  • Download the latest stories when you have a signal and then read them offline at your leisure  • Share stories to a range of social networks, or email/SMS to a friend  • Personalise the home screen by adding, removing and re-ordering news categories to suit your preferences  • Listen live to BBC World Service radio  • Home screen widgets to keep you up to date  • Settings to allow the app to automatically update in the background  • Set text size to suit your preferences  • Ability to send stories, video, and photos directly to the BBC News team  • Full range of News categories: Top stories, US & Canada, Europe, Latin America, Asia, Middle East, Africa, UK, Technology, Business, Features & Analysis, Science & Environment, Entertainment & Arts, Health, Also In The News, Sport  • Ability to store the app on the SD card. Widgets will not be available if you choose to use this function. This is a feature of the Android system. *Currently unavailable for devices running 2.2 and below. We are working on a fix and this will be available soon. Version 2.4.4:  • Push notifications for big breaking news stories  • Landscape support for all devices  • Various bug fixes including an issue that occasionally caused duplicate push notifications. If you choose to receive push notifications, a unique identifier relating to your device will be stored by ProcessOne on behalf of the BBC to provide you with the service. No other personal data relating to you (such as a username or email address) is processed. The BBC will keep your information secure and not share it with anyone else in accordance with the BBC’s Privacy and Cookies Policy, available at http://www.bbc.co.uk/privacy/ You can choose to unsubscribe from push notifications in the app’s settings screen. Permissions:  • INTERNET: Used to get the latest news content from the BBC  • ACCESS_NETWORK_STATE: Used to determine whether you are on 3G or WiFi to deliver the best quality content  • WAKE_LOCK: Used if you enable background updates in settings  • GET_ACCOUNTS: Used to determine if your device is capable of receiving Push messages  • C2D_RECEIVE/C2D_MESSAGE: Used to receive Push messages if you opt in 1 Gratis CNN Breaking US & World News CNN 1 Gratis CNN connects you to the world -- wherever you are. The redesigned CNN App for Android has been rebuilt and redesigned for use on both your phone and tablet. Stay informed with the latest headlines and original stories from around the globe. Follow up-to-the-minute reporting with breaking news alerts and live video. Share stories and videos and comment on top stories. •Get breaking news alerts and follow stories as they develop. •Go beyond the surface with international, politics, opinion, tech and entertainment stories and more. •Watch video clips and coverage of live events as they unfold. View your favorite CNN shows live (as available, check with your cable, satellite or telecommunications provider). •Contribute a story or opinion to CNN iReport by uploading photos and video directly from your app. Follow other iReporters and see stories from their points of view. •Access your local weather information, including current and extended forecasts. •Browse photo galleries related to today’s news. •Sync your Samsung Galaxy Gear to your CNN app and receive breaking news and top stories on your wearable device (available on select Android phones). The CNN App may ask your permission to access certain functions on your device such as location, network connection, camera and social media accounts. Doing so can enhance some features of your app such as weather forecasts, iReport submissions and ability to share stories with your social networks. The CNN App may also ask your permission for “phone calls” to allow you to call CNN regarding story ideas or general feedback. CNN respects your privacy and would never misuse your personal information. Have questions or feedback on the CNN App? E-mail us at Android@cnn.com. We are always looking for suggestions on how to provide the best experience possible for you. 1 Gratis USA TODAY USA TODAY 1 Gratis The nation’s news from USA TODAY is accessible 24/7 on your Android phone or tablet. Staying informed has never been this quick, easy or enjoyable. Headlines - Browse the latest headlines in our News, Sports, Life, Money, Tech, Travel and Opinion sections. Stories are updated 24/7 and can be shared via e-mail, Twitter, Facebook or any sharing app you download on your device. Scores - Check out the latest sports scores for the NFL, MLB, NBA, NHL, MLS, college football and college basketball. Weather - Get current conditions, forecasts, and radar maps, and save them for up to ten locations. Photos - Enjoy beautiful photo galleries, including the Day in Pictures, Day in Sports, and Day in Celebrities—you can flip through the day's best photos or play them back as a slideshow and share your favorites with friends. We’ve also added the Editorial Cartoon gallery to the Opinion section. Snapshots - Check out our signature Snapshots in News, Money, Sports, and Life, and vote to see Quick Question results in each one. Offline Reading - Save and read USA TODAY content offline, even when you don't have a connection. *NEW for Android 2.3+ Users: Customized Alerts - Get Breaking News alerts and alerts from USA TODAY sections including News, Sports, Life, Money, or Tech. Choose up to six categories and know more about everything as it happens. *NEW for Android 2.3+ Users: Quiet Time - Set times when an alert won’t initiate a light, sound, or vibration on your device. 1 Gratis Google Nyheter og vær Google Inc. 1 Gratis Den omfattende og tilpassede visningen av de viktigste oppslagene, lokale nyheter og været. • Innhold fra 65 000 publikasjoner • Tilgang til kategorier som hovedoppslag, teknologi, sport og været med enkle sveip • Tilpass konfigurasjonen med 60 landsspesifikke publikasjoner, startsidemoduler og tilpassede nyhetsdeler, f.eks. Hollywood, NASA, mote eller noe annet som faller i smak • Trykk på et oppslag for et stort utvalg av synspunkter, inkludert dyptgående artikler, meninger og lokale perspektiver 1 Gratis NYTimes - Breaking News The New York Times Company 1 Gratis Introducing The New York Times Android app. Experience The New York Times’s award-winning journalism. Get the latest news, elegantly presented with enhanced imagery, multimedia and streamlined navigation. Stay informed on world news, national news, business, the arts, technology, style, sports, food, travel, opinions and more. The New York Times app also includes our International Edition with breaking news, world news, current events and cultural content from our 50 newspaper bureaus around the globe. Named Editors’ Choice as one of the top apps on Google Play, The New York Times app connects you to your favorite newspaper anywhere you are, anytime you want to read it. We’re breaking news, world news and national news in your pocket. Download the NYTimes Android app for FREE today, and subscribe to receive your first 14 days at no cost. All users can access up to 10 free articles per month, from any section. App Features: • Watch exclusive videos and browse our award-winning photography • Breaking news alerts — be the first to know about current events as soon as they occur • Get the latest news in less time with automatic background refresh • Save NYT articles to revisit later on any device (web, phone, tablet) • Customize your news experience with home screen widgets • Share The Times’s articles, photos and videos through Facebook, Twitter, email and SMS • Sit back and have the latest NYT news read to you aloud with text to speech • Read more comfortably in low-light with “night mode" • Miss recent world news or national news? Quickly search by topic, name or interest • Join the conversations — view and write comments on articles, or use speech-to-text to “speak in” comments • Get a daily photo preview of the day’s top stories in the Android notification area • Have a Samsung Style Pen (S Pen)? Annotate articles and save your notes for future reference For unlimited access to our award-winning journalism, subscribe now and get your first 14 days free via Google Play.* Subscriptions are $14.99/month (Smartphone + Web), $19.99/month (Tablet + Web) and $34.99/month (All Digital Access includes tablet and smartphone apps). All subscriptions are auto-renewable. Feedback? Suggestions? Issues? Please contact our support team at android@nytimes.com. We’ll do our best to assist you. Your feedback is important to us. *Promotional offers for new subscribers only. Smartphone and tablet apps are not supported on all devices. Prices shown are in U.S. dollars, and local pricing is available in over 55 countries. Other restrictions apply. 1 Gratis Fast News Pinenuts Android Developers 1 Gratis Fast and lightweight mobile news feed reader for your country major newspapers! Supported countries are USA, UK, Ireland, India, Canada, Australia, Malaysia and many more. Choose, read and easily compare the most famous newspapers with your mobile free of charge and in the fastest way possible. All the headlines of major newspapers in the palm of your hand. If you want to stay up to date with what happens in your country and use as little time as possible, then this app is what you need! Fast News is a RSS Feed Reader but unlike other feature rich news readers, it will bring you directly to the news without wasting any time messing around with the user interface or news loading. It is the best app for the daily reader. This app is still in Beta state, please provide feedback! Fast News US version will show you the content of the public rss feeds from these major United States newspapers: * The New York Times * New York Daily News * USA Today * L.A. Times * Huffington Post * CNN * Washington Post * MSNBC * NPR * Reuters * NYPost * Newsday * Denver Post * Dallas Morning * ABC News * Fox News Latest * ESPN Sport News * The Daily Beast * Forbes * Salon * The Nation * Yahoo! News US * USA Reddit channel * Wall Street Journal For UK: * Daily Mail * Daily Mirror * Daily Star * BBC UK * Daily Telegraph * Reuters UK * Daily Express * Daily Record * The Guardian * The Independent * The Herald * The Conversation * Sky News * Huffington Post UK * UnitedKingdom Reddit * #UK #NEWS Twitter For India (various languages): * Dainik Jagran National * Dainik Bhaskar * Hindustan * Amar Ujala * Times Of India (TOI) * Jagran Post * Rajasthan Patrika * Mid-Day * Malayala Manorama * Prabhat Khabar * The Hindu * Deccan Chronicle * Hindustan Times * Mathrubhumi * Deccan Herald * NDTV News * Financial Chronicle * Lokmat * Dinakaran * RediffNews * Economic Times * Telegraph India * New Indian Express * Reddit India /r/india * #India #News Twitter For Ireland: * Irish Examiner * Irish Daily Star * Irish Independent * Irish Central * Herald * RTÉ * BreakingNews.ie For Canada (in English and French): * Toronto Star * The Globe and Mail * Le Journal de Montréal * La Presse * Montreal Gazette * The Vancouver Sun * The Toronto Sun * The Province * National Post * Calgary Herald * Winnipeg Free * Ottawa Citizen * Edmonton Journal * Chronicle Herald For Australia: * Australian Broadcasting Corporation (ABC) * Herald Sun * Courier-Mail * Sydney Morning Herald (SMH) * The West Australian * The Age * The Advertiser (Adelaide) * The Conversation * The Australian * Perth Now * SBS World News For Malaysia (In Malay, English and Chinese): * Borneo Post * The Sun Daily * Harian Metro * NewStraitsTimes * Free Malaysia Today * HarakahDaily * Oriental Daily * MalaysiaKini * Berita Harian * The Malaysian Insider If you want another newspaper to be included in the list, please send us an email. Features: * Very fast and lightweight newsreader * Immediate and simple to use * Optimized for low bandwidth usage and high download speed * Easy to compare an article between different newspapers * Choose only the newspapers you want and change their order * Front page of the most important newspapers in your country with all the currents news and stories about politics crimes gossip sport government taxes crisis economics finances * Many countries supported: United States of America, United Kingdom, Canada, Australia, Ireland, Malaysia, India, Germany, France, Italy, Netherlands, Spain, Mexico, Argentina, China, Taiwan, Belgium, Austria * Share the news with friends through mail, social networks, Facebook, Twitter, Whatsapp or any other app you have installed. * The best for the daily reader Disclaimer: This app is not affiliated nor related with any of the newspapers cited here. The content the app shows comes from publicly available RSS feeds from the newspapers which retains all copyrights and thus the app is not to be held responsible for any of the content displayed. 1 Gratis Fox News FOX News Network, LLC 1 Gratis Follow dynamic, real-time reporting from Fox News in the enhanced app for Android, rebuilt from the ground up. Get comprehensive coverage of the day’s hottest stories with Fox News alerts, Fair and Balanced headlines, live streaming video through Fox News Go, vibrant photo galleries, and the latest video clips from your favorite shows on demand! Video - With Fox News Go, 24/7 live Fox News Channel and Fox Business Network anytime, anywhere* - View streaming coverage of live events and exclusive programming available only online Multitasking - Browse the latest headlines while watching Fox News live coverage and clips on demand - Adjust the player size to you preference – go full screen by flipping your phone into landscape or shrink it down to audio only. Watch it your way Breaking News & Alerts - Subscribe to Fox News Alerts to follow breaking news as it happens - Keep an eye on the Breaking News Hub to stay up to date on a story as it unfolds Enhanced News Format - Articles now offer related content – view videos, slideshows, and lists for the news that matters to you Shows - View the latest videos from the #1 cable news shows and anchors on Fox News Channel - Connect with your favorite shows and news personalities on Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, and more directly from the app Please Note: - The Fox News 2.0 app is available for 4.0 and up - Saved articles and weather preferences will not transfer to version 2.0 - Users will need to re-enter credentials for their cable, satellite, and telco providers to watch Fox News Channel and Fox Business Network live - Fox News Radio has been removed from the app, download the Fox News Radio app on the Google Play to listen live * An authorized pay TV subscription is required in order to watch live FOX News Channel and FOX Business Network. 1 Gratis NewsHunt : India News | eBooks Ver sé Innovation 1 Gratis ★ Top 10 Consumer Mobile Apps in India - Nielsen Consumer Rankings ★ ★ Must Have App - Live Mint ★ ★ World Class app from Indian App Developer - Next Big What ★ ★ Winner GSMA Mobile Award for Best Mobile Publishing Product ★ ★ Winner mBillionth Award for News & Journalism ★ Join over 50 million people in India who love and use NewsHunt to read News, eBooks and Magazines in 12 languages. NewsHunt brings together largest collection of regional language news & ebooks from the world. NEWS FEATURES • Read News from National & Regional Newspapers, Websites & other News sources • Support for 11 Indian languages, even if your phone doesn't support the language & font. Latest news available in Hindi, Malayalam, Tamil, Telugu, Kannada, Bengali, Marathi, Gujarati, Punjabi, Oriya & Urdu • Get Local News from over 600 Indian districts & towns, plus Cricket scores, weather, horoscopes, stock updates & classifieds • Opt in to get Alerts & Notifications of Breaking News even when you’re not using the app • Set text size and background color to suit your preference • Home screen widget that shows latest news stories from recently read Newspapers. • Share News over SMS, Whatsapp, Email, Facebook or any other app you have installed • Features hundreds of fully licensed partners including The Indian Express, Rajasthan Patrika, Prabhat Khabar, Mathrubhumi, lokmat, Malayala Manorama, Dinakaran, Dinamalar, Eenadu, Sakshi, Ananda Bazaar Patrika, Deccan Herald, Sakaal, Divya Bhaskar, Jagbani, India Today, BBC (Hindi), Siasat & more BOOK STORE/READER FEATURES • Browse, download and read the largest collection of regional language eBooks. Read authors including Surendra Mohan Pathak, Chetan Bhagat, Rajesh Kumar, Sudha Murthy, Kannadhasan, and Deepak Chopra as well as international best selling authors. • Choose from thousands of free ebooks such as The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes to Alice in Wonderland • Easily shop for ebooks, including new releases in every category including New York Times® best sellers. • Read mobile optimized magazines & magazine singles(single articles) from leading magazines like Saras Salil, Caravan, Stardust, Champak, Savvy, Grihshobha & Manohar Kahaniyan. • Pay using your mobile phone in addition to your credit/debit cards - Buy eBook using your mobile operator. Available for Indian customers only. • Customize Your Reading—Choose your preferred font size, and background color to read your books. REACH US To report any issues with usage or just to share feedback and tell us how we can improve, write to support@newshunt.com Google+: https://plus.google.com/+newshunt Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/newshunt Twitter: https://twitter.com/newshuntapp 1 Gratis News Republic – Smarter news News Republic 1 Gratis The definitive news app with an elegant design, unrivaled news coverage and a simple, delightful interface optimized for all smartphones and tablets. - Visual: Get all the latest news from your favorite topics in a highly visual format. - Smart: News Republic learns what you like and personalizes your news experience automatically. - Complete: Enjoy complete articles with photos and videos from trusted sources - Personal: Choose only the topics that are of interest to you, and personalize your home screen. - In-depth: Explore related topics via Tag Nav™, our innovative news navigation system. - Customizable: Add custom RSS feed sources from your favorite websites Features hundreds of fully licensed partners including Reuters, Bloomberg, Huffington Post, TechCrunch and many more. Get complete coverage on: National News, Technology, Politics, Sports, Entertainment and many more topics. _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ “News Republic offers the cure for infobesity” CNET. “If you love news, News Republic is the right app for you!” – AppDictions. Best News App! – AppStorm. News Republic is available in 9 regional editions - USA, UK, Germany, Italy, France, Spain, China, LatAm and International _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ PERSONALIZE > EXPLORE > GET ALERTED > SHARE > REACT > RESEARCH Inform yourself - Get News Republic now! Twitter - @newsrepublic Facebook - facebook.com/pages/News.Republic Watch - vimeo.com/channels/newsrepublic 1 Gratis The Times of India News Times Internet Limited 1 Gratis What some of our users are saying: ★★★★★ TOI has Soared The new version is pretty clean and attractive. Very responsive and very few lags. New options are very much appreciated. In all a very good update. - Ady Sharma (Nexus 5) ★★★★★ Love the notification feature No need to open the app every important news comes as a notification. - neeraj jadwani (Moto E) ★★★★★ Live TV and Audio is too good! TOI app has been improving with every update. The most recent addition of Times Now TV and Audio is just fabulous. Absolutely best news app in India. - Ninad Oak (Galaxy S3) ★★★★★ TOI is the best English news app The UI is excellent and also news can be read even when not online and saves lot of data not reloading when not required. - Joydeep Kumbhakar (Galaxy S Duos2) The Times of India, India’s largest media house, brings you the best news experience on the go. Download the TOI app on your Android device and stay updated on news from across the world, anywhere, anytime. The TOI app offers everything that an avid news reader is looking for – breaking news, latest headlines, trending news stories and in-depth coverage of sports, entertainment, business and technology including the Mangalyaan mission and Asian Games 2014. From India news to world news, political news to cricket news, technology news to Bollywood news and movie reviews of Bollywood, Hollywood and regional films – get the most relevant coverage of celebrity news. Also available is the vivid photogallery of famous Bollywood celebrities, industrialist, politicians, sports person and events / parties that are the talk of town. Also catch the live coverage of all the breaking news on Times Now Live TV & Times Now Live Audio. 1 Gratis NBC News NBC News Digital LLC 1 Gratis NBC News delivers the stories you care about, right now. Get up-to-the-minute breaking news, exclusive interviews, and in-depth reporting from our journalists around the world. The completely redesigned NBC News app can be used on both your phone and tablet. Here are a few highlights: • Faster and more visual than ever before • Stories download automatically so you can keep reading when you’re offline • Even more videos, slideshows and articles now available • Unique split screen plays video while you read stories Our live, continuous coverage gives you all the news you want, and now it’s easier than ever to share the stories that matter most to you. 1 Gratis Flipboard: Your News Magazine Flipboard 1 Gratis Flipboard is your personal magazine. It is the most popular way to catch up on the news, read stories from around the world and browse the articles, videos and photos friends are sharing. To begin, pick a few interests and tap any of the tiles to begin flipping through your personal magazine. Add blogs and publications like The New York Times, PEOPLE magazine, Fast Company and many more by using the search bar or tapping the red ribbon to open the Content Guide. You can also connect your social networks like Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, Tumblr and Google+ to see what friends are posting and easily share articles with them. Save the things you find on Flipboard. Tap the “+” button to collect items into your own magazines on any topic, from Great Hikes to Gear & Gadgets. Go to the Content Guide and select “By Our Readers” to explore magazines others are making. Download Flipboard and get started today—it’s free! Highlights: ★ All your news, interests and social updates in one personalized magazine. ★ Save stories you love into your own magazine. Use the “+” button on any item, select ‘create a magazine’ and collect favorite stories, images or videos. ★ Search for anything—people, topics, hashtags, blogs, your favorite sites—and flip through the results in a beautiful magazine format. ★ Connect Flipboard to up to 12 social networks, streamlining your reading and activities like commenting, liking and sharing. Services include Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, Google+, YouTube, LinkedIn, SoundCloud and more. ★ Read Cover Stories for a quick check on what’s happening now. Cover Stories is created just for you and is filled with popular items from everything you’ve added to your Flipboard. ★ Enjoy Flipboard in 18 localized editions—for Australia, Brazil, Canada, China, France, Germany, Hong Kong, India, Italy, Japan, Korea, Latin America, Netherlands, Russia, Spain, Taiwan, U.S. and U.K. ★ Explore hundreds of staff picks in the Content Guide (tap the red ribbon at the top), including must-read magazines and blogs, gorgeous photography and special curated sections devoted to the news of the day and other interests. ★ Use the Flipboard widget for quick access on your Android device. ★ Add content to your Flipboard magazines through the bookmarklet at share.flipboard.com KEEP UP ON FLIPBOARD: For tips and other helpful information visit our website http://www.flipboard.com and follow us via @flipboard on Twitter, on Facebook at http://www.facebook.com/flipboard or Google+ at https://plus.google.com/+Flipboard. To learn more about how to use Flipboard, visit our Support Page: http://flipboard.com/support If you are having technical issues or have any questions, we're here to help. Please visit flip.it/support to contact us. 1 Gratis Yahoo News Digest Yahoo 1 Gratis Get in the know in no time. Yahoo News Digest provides a definitive summary of all the important, need-to-know news. Digests are delivered twice a day - once in the morning and once in the evening. All the top stories are summarized and presented with the key information that you need to stay on top of what’s happening. Each story is created from multiple sources to present the essential bits and pieces of information, known as “atoms”. Atoms are key quotes, images, videos, maps, infographs, and Wikipedia excerpts among others. These atomic units provide a unique context to the news. Our stories are both algorithmically and hand curated to ensure high quality, and come with a textual summary. Yahoo News Digest makes your reading experience comprehensive, effortless, and complete. Our goal is to inform you of all the key headlines you need to know and allow you to share the news with others. Yahoo News Digest is available in English today but look out for translated versions soon. We are committed to building the best mobile experience and are interested in your feedback. Let us know your thoughts here: https://yahoo.uservoice.com/forums/235999 1 Gratis feedly Feedly Team 1 Gratis Something magical happens when the right person gets connected to the right content. That knowledge or inspiration feeds you, transforms you into a better teacher, designer, entrepreneur... This inspired us to create feedly. We designed a modern reader that empowers professionals, students and enthusiasts to feed their passions; the work they really care about, whether that's in the office, at school, at home or anywhere else. Millions of people use feedly every day to curate the best of the web and tune into what matters to them. It starts with you organizing your favorite sources into reading collections. We all have different appetite when it comes to feeding our minds. Feedly empowers you to express what makes you unique. Feedly takes all the content from your favorite websites and transforms it into a simple and fast reading experience. A single place for everything you care about. Feedly is available on your phone, your tablet and on the web at feedly.com An important part of reading is picking the ideas you want to save for later, remix and share. Feedly offers seamless integration with Evernote, Twitter, Facebook, LinkedIn, Google+, Buffer, IFTTT, Pocket and Instapaper to help streamline your workflows. Feedly captures the full power of the web by letting you subscribe to any RSS feed, Youtube channel or blog. Feedly delivers in one place all the knowledge and inspiration you need to keep ahead. Happy reading! [we are hello@feedly.com if you need support or want to report a bug] 1 Gratis BBC News Media Applications Technologies for the BBC 1 Gratis Get the latest, breaking news from our trusted global network of journalists. See the top stories from the UK and around the world, and personalise your experience by choosing to see the latest news on topics such as technology, sport, entertainment, health and business. You can also watch the BBC News channel for up-to-the-minute live reports, and see video clips on most of the top stories. Key Features:  • All the latest news as it happens  • Opt in for breaking news push notifications  • In-story video over 3G and WiFi  • Download the latest stories when you have a signal and then read them offline at your leisure  • Share stories to a range of social networks, or email/SMS to a friend  • Personalise the home screen by adding, removing and re-ordering news categories to suit your preferences  • Live streaming of the BBC News channel for Android 4.0+ devices  • Home screen widgets  • Settings to allow the app to automatically update in the background  • Font controls to increase or decrease the story text size to suit you  • Ability to send stories, video, and photos directly to the BBC News team  • Full range of News categories: Top Stories, World, UK, Sport, Technology, Entertainment & Arts, England, Northern Ireland, Scotland, Wales, Business, Politics, Health, Education, Science & Environment, Features & analysis, Also In The News  • Ability to store the app on the SD card. Widgets will not be available if you choose to use this function. This is a feature of the Android system If you choose to receive push notifications, a unique identifier relating to your device will be stored by ProcessOne on behalf of the BBC to provide you with the service. No other personal data relating to you (such as a username or email address) is processed. The BBC will keep your information secure and not share it with anyone else in accordance with the BBC’s Privacy and Cookies Policy, available at http://www.bbc.co.uk/privacy/ You can choose to unsubscribe from push notifications in the app’s settings screen. Permissions:  • INTERNET: Used to get the latest news content from the BBC  • ACCESS_NETWORK_STATE: Used to determine whether you are on 3G or Wifi to deliver the best quality content  • WAKE_LOCK: Used if you enable background updates in settings  • GET_ACCOUNTS: Used to determine if your device is capable of receiving Push messages  • C2D_RECEIVE/C2D_MESSAGE: Used to receive Push messages if you opt in 1 Gratis News360: Personalized News News360 1 Gratis News360 learns what you like (and don’t like) and finds news articles and blog posts from across the Internet that are the most relevant to you, personally. ✔ The New York Times: "News360 has to be one of the better news-aggregating [apps] I’ve seen on any platform" News360 is an elegant and smart news reader that learns what kinds of stories you like and dislike as you read. You will never again miss something interesting because you haven’t subscribed to the right feed or followed the right person – instead, News360 will show you all the stories that really matter, and none of the noise. You can even connect your Facebook, Twitter and other accounts and News360 will use them to become even more personalized to your particular interests. The more you use it - the smarter it gets. To make sure that you don’t get a biased or inaccurate outlook, News360 provides coverage from all possible sources for every story, combining text, photography and video to give you a full, 360° view of the issues. ✔ "Apps We Like: News360" — The Wall Street Journal ✔ "News360 is the New Cadillac of Personalized News Readers" — PandoDaily Key highlights: ★ Quickly scan headlines, preview stories and dive deep into the content from over 50,000 sources. From top global and national news providers, to local and niche sites and blogs ★ Read your Home feed, where you’ll see top articles that focus on the topics you’re interested in – no jumping between sections or feeds ★ Use the News360 widget to keep up with great content on your home screen, and even on your lock screen with Android 4.2 ★ Help News360 learn by marking stories you like as you use it, and it will become better and better at giving you the stories you'll enjoy, but will always try to give you something new and unexpected as well ★ Customize the topics you’re interested in at any time! ★ Create a free News360 account to sync your settings and read saved articles offline on your phone, tablet and at news360.com ★ Read local news using your device’s GPS 1 Gratis Mer fra utvikler GPS for the Soul HuffingtonPost.com 1 Gratis GPS for the Soul is based on two truths: that we all have within us a centered place of harmony and balance, and that we all veer away from that place again and again. A guide is a collection of the things that help you course-correct -- from music and poetry to breathing exercises and pictures of your loved ones. GPS for the Soul lets you play one of the guides we have assembled for you, or create your own. The Internet and the rise of social media have given us amazing tools to connect, and to bring about change in the world. At the same time, our 24/7 connection to the digital world often disconnects us from the real world around us -- from our physical surroundings, from our loved ones, and especially from ourselves. We see the effects of this in every aspect of our lives. And the consequences can be really damaging, in terms of our health, our jobs, and our relationships. That's why HuffPost has created GPS for the Soul. We hope GPS for the Soul will be just the beginning of a journey to help you reconnect with your creativity, your intuition, your peace and your wisdom. 1 Gratis Huffington. HuffingtonPost.com 1 Gratis The Best of HuffPost. Weekly. Huffington weekly magazine represents the very best of The Huffington Post with exclusive content not on the site -- delivered to your phone/tablet each week in a lush, vivid, feature-driven magazine format. Incorporating infographics, photography, sophisticated narratives, commenting and other ways to engage with the Huffington community, the magazine embroiders your experience with humor, cutting-edge sensibility and, of course, attitude. If you enjoy The Huffington Post web site but don't have time during the week to absorb everything it offers -- especially engrossing feature work on politics, business, culture, entertainment and other topics -- then please download Huffington and spend your weekend getting caught up and getting ahead. KEY FEATURES • FREE weekly, curated and exclusive content from The Huffington Post • Share Huffington content via Twitter, Facebook and Email • Download Huffington Issues and read them offline • Navigate between Huffington articles via swipe or in the convenient Article Viewer • Find specific Huffington pages via the Issue Page Viewer • Browse Huffington Issues via the Bookshelf or Cover View 1 Gratis Vis mer ©2014 Google Nettstedets vilkår Salgsvilkår for enheter Personvernregler Utviklere Artister Om Google)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/IntlSolidarity.aspx?id=32310,BCTF International Solidarity > Women’s secretariats and training workshops  	BCTF International Solidarity  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Social Justice > Programs and Workshops > International Solidarity > Gender Equity Women’s Secretariats and Training Workshops  Many of the initial projects of the BCTF International Solidarity Program had a focus on gender equity in Latin America. These projects supported the creation of women’s secretariats within unions, encouraging networks among union activists, and providing training to support the participation of women in leadership of the union, as well as in schools and society. The first joint project of the BCTF and CoDevelopment Canada (CoDev) was carried out in Peru in 1986 with SUTEP, the teachers’ union. This program continues, and has had some impact, as demonstrated by more women in leadership. The BCTF/CoDev partnership expanded, to include teacher unions in Central America, through a regional organization of unions called FOMCA, which continues to co-ordinate the programs.     About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Touring a natural gas drilling rig with @MLA Mike Bernier, and Brian from EnCana http://t.co/AifdJ4H07b" @Teresa_Wat - 06:01pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media last tweet "" @ - 12:00am Follow @ last post "" facebook/ - Jan 1st Like Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7908,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 4, January/February 2005 Where are the Finns? by Richard Walker If you knew that I had recently seen Finding Nemo, you might suspect that my headline indicates questionable spelling proclivities. However, I thought I would "scale" back on my usual soapboxes and spend some time with "accountability" in this issue. Teachers have been facing some pretty "fishy" manifestations of accountability promoted by our current government—everything from FSA scores driving accountability measures to the latest five-minute drive-by teacher supervision model. The scope of the government’s strategy should come as no surprise to anyone who read the first draft recommendations of the Select Standing Committee on Education the Liberals sponsored at the start of their mandate. Although the group concluded that B.C.’s education system is world-class, they cited a few areas, like Aboriginal students’ success rates and meeting the needs of students with special needs, that could be improved. The measures needed to correct these deficiencies apparently required massive changes to the entire education structure. One could argue that the changes have worked to the detriment of the majority of students in the province and have provided no gains for the groups for whom they were supposedly enacted. The entire exercise has been like finding a patient with a broken ankle and attempting to correct it with brain surgery. And how does anyone assess how B.C.’s education system is doing? Do we rely on international testing, the equivalent to our FSA? It’s tempting because these tests show B.C. doing extremely well compared with other countries. The U.S. does not rate very highly. On the other hand, I came across an article that took an unusual approach to school-system assessment. It examined graduation rates and participation rates in post-secondary institutions. It also examined the socio-economic backgrounds of the students. The measure of a public school system’s success was the degree to which public schooling equalized the success rates between have and have-not students. It was gratifying to see that, comparatively, we did reasonably well on that measure as well. The U.S.A.’s rating worsened in this style of measurement. I received an e-mail the other day from one of the elected college councilors. He said that a young teacher he had sponsored had gone to Texas to teach. She had won some kind of state recognition award as the "best teacher in Texas" for the year. That put her in the running for an equivalent award at the national level. The councillor acknowledged that the person was indeed quite good for a beginning teacher. However, he was left with some skepticism about the quality of a school system whose "best" teacher was an import in her second year of teaching. We in B.C. live close to the "elephant" Pierre Trudeau identified. As educators, we understand Trudeau’s metaphor, and we feel the grunts and scratches. In our case, it manifested itself in the deluge of educational "reforms" that emanate from our neighbours to the south. We’re quick to pick up the latest and eager to try for ourselves some of these initiatives—even if by the time we see them, they’re starting to fail down there. We invite southern gurus to lead us to the promised land. Yet by every assessment measure that I’ve seen, their system is much worse than our own. On the last set of international tests that were widely publicized, Finland just edged out Canada in several literacy areas. So, when it comes to inviting delegates to help improve our educational system, where are the Finns? Richard Walker is president of the Comox District Teachers’ Association. Reprinted from the Comox District Teachers’ Association Newsletter, November 2004. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/03/public-education-christy-its-about.html?showComment=1331774246420,Staffroom Confidential: Public education - Christy: it's about equality Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Sunday, March 4, 2012 Public education - Christy: it's about equality Of all the spin put on the current dispute, one aspect that seems to be getting very little attention is really at the heart of the issue - what level of quality should we provide as a public service? What do the 99% who rely on public (as opposed to private) services deserve? We already have a "two tiered" education system in Canada. Parents who can afford it send their children to private schools. In BC these schools receive public funding - 55% percent of the per student funding, 100% for a student with special needs. In the private system, there is much less debate about what schooling should look like or what schools need. I taught at a private school for a year. Classes were small. My largest class was 18 and that was big. The student/educator ratio was 8:1. The school did not have many students with special needs, but it did have a large ESL populations. They had targeted programs, individualized classes, one on one tutoring, special language labs. Everything needed to allow each and every student reach their full potential. Somehow, our current government doesn't believe public schools should be the same. Somehow, they seem to think it is ok to offer a sub-standard level. They think it is ok for classes to be 30 students (or more). They think it is ok not to offer one-on-one support from specialist teachers. They think it is ok to have crumbling facilities, overcrowded rooms, and second hand computers. I was struck this week with a letter from a parent I know that really captured this element of the debate. Here is her letter to Christy Clark: Dear Christy Clark, I have three poignant questions: 1) Is it true that your son Hamish attends a private school? 2) If so, what is the maximum number of children in his class or classes? 3) How many children with "designated" Special Needs are in Hamish's class or classes? I think it is important for you to reflect on what kind of public education system you would want for your own son (if you were to choose to enrol him in your local public school) I am not sure that you would want young Hamish in an overcrowded classroom with no limits on the number of special need kids in the room. As the Premier of our province, I urge you to put your son in the public system so that you might truly understand the stresses on teachers and students. I am not sure that you have full insight on how poorly public school teachers are being treated and how difficult it is for them to provide quality education under current and proposed legislation. I will look forward to your reply to the above three questions. So far, Christy has not answered. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 1:49 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 7 comments: Ian WenigerMarch 4, 2012 at 2:13 PM Every person who complains that the BCTF will cost them childcare fees and lost wages during the strike needs to consider your remarks and the letter here. Is the cost of our strike more or less that the cost of private school? If parents are unhappy about the inconvenience of this strike, how happy will they be when they need to take a second job that is as hard to find as the ones they have to pay for private school like the premier's kid's? Noises from corporate media suggest Christy Clark may well be removed from office before the next election, as she seems staggeringly out of touch, even for Liberals. But the government wants to reduce public services to a minimal level so that reasonable health and education must be bought at a premium. I think most parents want public school to be more than a provincial babysitting service, and the more they find out about Bill 22 the better.ReplyDelete JRMarch 4, 2012 at 3:05 PM Was thinking the exact same questions today on my long run...Did a bit of research - looks like Hamish goes to West Point Grey Academy - looks like tuition for a year is +$14 000. Quote from webpage With 350 students in our Senior School, each grade averages about 70 students. This meant that I knew everyone in my grade; by the time we graduated, we were all really close and had established life-long friendships. Sean H. '08 I wonder how many students per class...can you imagine? Any way to find out average class size in school? I've tried to find the info myself!ReplyDelete Replies ADMarch 4, 2012 at 6:22 PM Do you have sources for your research? On the link below, West Point Grey Academy's class sizes are listed as 22. I assume that is an average. See page 22: http://www.bcparent.ca/pdf-files/BCP-Education-2011-WEB.pdfDelete JRMarch 4, 2012 at 6:43 PM Here is what I found... http://www.kitsilano.ca/2011/03/02/would-you-vote-for-christy-clark-in-vancouver-point-grey/ It talks about the fact that CC is representing Kits... only because her son goes to school there...and in the comments - someone indicated that the only private school in the area was West Point Grey....that's all I could find..... Anyone find anything else?Delete Reply Mrs. Tara FairbrotherMarch 4, 2012 at 3:32 PM People who are unhappy about finding childcare can just send their children to school where administration can watch the children for free. Problem solved.ReplyDelete JoneyMarch 6, 2012 at 11:35 PM Christy Clark doesn't care about your questions, because she is wealthy from the ex-husbands settlement, mostly made by the deal making of selling BC Rail.ReplyDelete Rodney ShupeMarch 14, 2012 at 6:17 PM Ian's point about "If parents are unhappy about the inconvenience of this strike, how happy will they be when they need to take a second job that is as hard to find as the ones they have to pay for private school like the premier's kid's?" is great one as it would only take an extra $320 per tax payer per month to do it.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ▼  March (12) Bill 22 and Class Size/Class Composition BC Liberals: You reap what you sow... From public to private: a subtle path What is this dispute about? Putting equity last, a... Walk out pamphlet - arguments for full withdrawal ... Teachers debate a response to Bill 22 Lessons from the US - when unions don't strike to ... Lessons from history - legislation and illegal str... How do teachers defeat Bill 22? Critical thinking and Bill 22 - A teacher rebuts G... What is this strike about? A moving letter from a ... Public education - Christy: it's about equality ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13524,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 20, Number 1, September 2007 Looking back by Chris Bocking 70 years ago Few occupations provide advantages equal to those enjoyed by the teaching profession in the matter of vacations. We are lucky, in this connection at all events, and should candidly recognize the fact. All over British Columbia, however, are bright, ambitious young teachers who year after year devote almost the whole of their summer vacation to strenuous studies. The additional pedagogical training thus acquired should make them increasingly valuable to their employers. Unfortunately, every well-informed person could name promising young teachers who are aging at a rate far exceeding 12 months per annum. If it be in the public interest that teachers should continually be returning for refresher courses, due provision should be made for sabbatical years. It is bad policy to kill the goose that lays golden eggs, even if the unfortunate bird be ready to acquiesce in the sacrifice!  September 1937, The BC Teacher 50 years ago A great deal has been written on the Bay City experiment regarding the use of lay-teacher aides to assist teachers with larger classes. The final paragraph of the report states: "The staff of the Bay City Public Schools still feels that it would prefer to have smaller classes with regular teachers. It recognizes, however, that the teacher shortage is so severe that this may not always be possible." The evidence to date would warrant the following conclusion: Teachers prefer a normal size class without an aide to a larger class with an aide.  September/October 1957, The BC Teacher 30 years ago What we ought to be very concerned about is the domination of television programming by commercial interests. The old saying, "He who pays the piper calls the tune," applies as much to television as it does to any other commercial enterprise. Networks sell air time to advertisers. Obviously, if the Neilson ratings indicate that seven million Canadians are engrossed in the intricate sociological intrigues of Gilligans Island, while only a mere two million are witnessing another murder in Hawaii, the company with the product to sell will be pleased to bring us Gilligan and his moronic friends rather than Hawaii Five-O.  September/October 1977, The BC Teacher 10 years ago This year marks the 40th anniversary of the Russian launch of Sputnik, an event that had profound implications for education. Critics charged that our very freedom depended upon shifting the balance from humanities to the sciences. The pendulum has swung too far. Our democracy depends as much upon our citizens being well versed in the humanities as it does in our capacity to graduate physicists and chemists. Enrolment in Grade 12 humanities courses (history, world civilization, economics, geography, and English literature) are in decline. Tolstoy said, "Science can tell us how to build a house, but not how to live in it." The humanities provide students with opportunities to consider how the lessons of our past help us chart our future.  September 1997, Teacher Chris Bocking teaches at Keating Elementary School, Saanich. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9888&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2002 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 2, Nov./Dec. 2002 Challenging racism in B.C. schools The Aboriginal education partners have launched a creative antiracism project to address racism at many levels of the public school system to make B.C. schools more welcoming and productive learning environments for Aboriginal students. Funding from the Department of Canadian Heritage and the Vancouver Foundation made it possible to hire Nora Greenway and Eric Wong. As antiracism officer, Greenway, an Elder of the St’at’imc First Nation, will meet with communities and schools to plan and implement community-based antiracism initiatives. Wong will create an antiracism toolkit for discussing the difficult subjects of prejudice, stereotypes, and discrimination. Another major component of the antiracism project to watch for is the Aboriginal Multimedia Presentation Challenge. The challenge to all high school students, will be the creation of a multimedia presentation that broadens awareness about some aspect of Aboriginal histories or current issues. For more information, contact Jennifer, 604-925-0687, jenniferw@fnesc.bc.ca. For more information about the Anti-Racism Working Group or to discuss an antiracism challenge or success story, contact Nora Greenway, 250-675-2807, norag@fnesc.bc.ca.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=8234,BCTF News Releases  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources   For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development News Release Archives 2014  2013  2012    2011 2010  2009  2008 2007  2006  Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2006 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE September 1, 2006 BCTF helps educate motorists The BC Teachers' Federation wants the first day of school to be a safe one for students. Motorists who have spent the summer not worrying about speed limits in school zones, need to pay particular attention on the road Tuesday when kids head back to class. School zones will be congested, and numerous traffic infractions can be expected. "Students travel to and from school hundreds of times during the school year," says BCTF President Jinny Sims. "Teachers want to be sure their students are safe when they're making their way to class so we're urging motorists to hone their safe driving skills in school zones. We can keep our children safe at every school by stopping traffic violations before they occur." School zones can be places where poor driving habits can be the most dangerous: stopping in no-stopping zones, speeding, U-turns, and ignoring crosswalk etiquette. All occur as parents are dropping off or picking up their children, or as secondary students drive themselves and friends to school. Sims says students in rural areas are not immune to the dangers of vehicular traffic. "In outlying areas there are issues with motorists who don't think about the students waiting by the roadside, and don't practise safe driving methods when a school bus has stopped." Sims will highlight the need for motor vehicle safety at a media availability: Tuesday, September 5, 2006 at 7:30 a.m. in front of Vancouver Technical Secondary School 2600 E. Broadway, Vancouver, BC She will be joined by Mike Palmer of the Association of School District Transportation Supervisors, and by Dave Derpak, principal of Vancouver Technical. Sims will also be available to field questions about the BCTF ratification vote currently under way. - 30 - For more information, contact Yvonne Eamor, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell). Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=27954&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 25, Number 1, September 2012   What have we achieved in this last round of bargaining?  By Richard Hoover   At the end of February this year, after a year of fruitless bargaining with BCPSEA for a new collective agreement, the government introduced Bill 22, the so-called Education Improvement Act. Bill 22 ended teacher strike action and imposed a cooling-off period, during which the BCTF and BCPSEA were required to continue bargaining under a restrictive and management-biased framework with the assistance of a mediator appointed by the Minister of Education. The Bill specified that failure to end our limited essential services strike would result in unprecedented fines of more than $20,000,000 a day for teachers, local and provincial leaders, and the BCTF. The bill further mandated that the new collective agreement would be for a two-year term; not contain any salary increases or added costs of any kind; must include concessions regarding evaluation and discipline, professional development, posting and filling of vacancies, transfers, and layoff and recall. The government also threatened to legislate the terms and conditions of work for teachers as set out in the bill should no agreement be reached by June 30. Dr. Charles Jago was appointed by government to act as “mediator” between BCPSEA and the BCTF, and meetings began in the spring. The government representative on the BCPSEA team remained engaged in the process. Bill 22 had the effect of suspending teachers’ right to full and free collective bargaining, including even the right to engage in a limited essential services strike that had been approved by the Labour Relations Board. Our hands were tied, teachers were forced to resume full duties, our salaries were frozen, and we were required to bargain the government’s contract concession demands. To call the meetings mandated by the Education Improvement Act with Dr. Jago, government and BCPSEA “bargaining” would require a suspension of one’s understanding of the English language. After five days of intense and difficult meetings near the end of June with a government representative involved in the process, a tentative Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) was signed and subsequently ratified by a vote of BCTF members and by BCPSEA. Key elements of the MOA include: a two-year term beginning July 1, 2011, and ending June 30, 2013. improved leave provisions for bereavement, unpaid discretionary, compassionate care, family responsibility, and union business including TTOCs conducting union business. $2.63 million to establish a standardized extended health benefits plan with improvements for about 75% of the membership. a process to clarify local and provincial bargaining matters. a process that could lead to enhanced local bargaining of local issues and the establishment of a provincial professional growth plan through continued discussions. no concessions. Aspects of the standardized extended health benefits plan, including retroactivity and application, will be worked out with BCPSEA over the next little while. Each local will decide whether or not to keep their current plan or join the new standardized plan. So, what have we accomplished, what have we yet to achieve, and what will we be facing in the next round of bargaining, which begins in March 2013, just seven months away? What we have two-year agreement government abandoned plan to legislate contract strips up to 75% of the membership have gained improvements in extended health benefits improved leave provisions hours of work provisions have been restored in local collective agreements our determination to make things better has not been extinguished. What we don’t have restoration of class-size/composition and staffing ratios illegally stripped in 2002 right to bargain improvements in class-size/composition and staffing ratios much needed improvements in salary and prep time compensation from government for a decade of deteriorating working conditions under unconstitutional legislation right to full collective bargaining, including the right to withhold services. What we are facing an estimated loss of over 150 more FTE teaching positions this year larger classes, fewer specialist teachers, fewer supports for students with special needs government’s new “cash for kids” scheme that would see teachers offered extra pay for oversized classes fewer resources an effective cut in wages considering rising costs and frozen salaries erosion of autonomy as administrators attempt to expand their management rights government’s “cooperative gains” mandate for next round—another name for “net zero” BCPSEA and government may put strips back on the bargaining table. The BCTF Representative Assembly has approved the development of a two-year strategic plan that has as its goals: Renewal of the social contract based on equity, partnership with public education, and public services. Restoration of free collective bargaining. Engagement of the public in defining what it wants from public education. The public’s and the government’s respect for the autonomy of teachers. There will be local general meetings in September where you will be able to learn more about the details of the MOA, the upcoming round of bargaining, the strategic plan, and the challenges we face. Become informed. Get involved. Make a difference. Further details of the MOA, including all aspects of the standardized extended health benefits plan are available from your local union office or the BCTF web site through the BCTF Member Portal at bctf.ca. Look for “Agreement-in-committee.”   Richard Hoover, director, BCTF Field Services Division  )
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/parents.aspx?id=3622&printPage=true,BCTF > Parent Support Groups  	For parents  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > For Parents > Special Education Parent Support Groups The following groups provide support services or regular meetings for parents with children with a variety of challenges. Advantage Society for Children with Learning Disabilities  22151 Wilson Ave Richmond B.C. V6V 2P6 phone: 604-520-1155 e-mail: info@eurekacamp.ca website:www.eurekacamp.ca/  Run Eureka Outdoor Camp and offer outdoor recreational programs for children and adolescents with invisible disabilities Asante Centre for Fetal Alcohol Syndrome  22326(A) McIntosh Avenue Maple Ridge, B.C. V2X 3C1 phone: 604-467-7101 fax: 604-467-7102 toll free: 1-866-327-7101 e-mail: info@asantecentre.org website: www.asantecentre.org  They offer diagnostic, assessment and family support services, based on a multidisciplinary team approach, for children, youth and adults affected by FAS. Association for Community Living (BCACL)  300-30 East 6th Avenue Vancouver V5T 4P4 phone: 604-875-1119 e-mail: info@bcacl.org website: www.bcacl.org  A federation that advocates for children, youth and adults with developmental disabilities and their families to ensure justice, rights and opportunities in all areas of their lives. Autism Society of B.C. (ASBC)  301-3701 East Hastings Street Burnaby, BC V5C 2H6 phone: 604-434-0880, 1-888-437-0880 e-mail: info@autismbc.ca website: www.autismbc.ca  BC Aboriginal Network on Disability Society - BCANDS  1179 Kosapsum Crescent, Victoria, B.C. V9A 7K7 phone (Victoria): 381-7303 toll-free: 1-888-815-5511 fax: 250-381-7312 website: www.bcands.bc.ca  Provides a variety of support services and resources to help B.C.'s aboriginal people with disabilities, and others associated with the disabled. BC Blind Sports and Recreation Association  #330 - 5055 Joyce Street Vancouver , B.C. V5R 6B2 phone: 604 325-8638 toll free: 0-604-325-8638, after the tone, enter 7617 fax 604-325-1638 e- mail: info@bcblindsports.bc.ca website: www.bcblindsports.bc.ca/  A not for profit association of individuals who are blind, visually impaired, deaf-blind, or are blind and have additional disabilities; and their families and other supporters. Our services are provided throughout the province of British Columbia and are available to individuals of all ages. We work closely with the CNIB, other organizations in the field of blindness, other vision professionals, and the generic physical activity system in order to improve access and opportunities for participation in physical activity. BC Brain Injury Association  Box 143 - 11948 207 Street, Maple Ridge, BC, V2X 1X7 Phone: (604)-465-1783, Fax: 1-(888)-429-0656 Outside Vancouver Toll Free: 1-(877)-858-1788 email: info@bcbraininjuryassociation.com website: www.bcbraininjuryassociation.com/   BC Epilepsy Society  120-535 West 10th Avenue Vancouver, BC V5Z 1K9 phone: 604-875-6704 fax: 604-875-0617 e-mail: info@bcepilepsy.com website: www.bcepilepsy.com  Non-profit, charitable organization dedicated to serving the British Columbians living with epilepsy, and their families. They also work with educators and other organizations to build awareness about epilepsy-related issues, and to increase people's knowledge about the disorder and first aid. BC Family Hearing Resource Centre  15220 - 92nd Avenue Surrey, BC, V3R 2T8 voice: 604-584-2827 toll free: 1-877-584-2827 TTY: 604-584-9108 fax: 604-584-2800   e-mail: Info@bcfamilyhearing.com website: www.bcfamilyhearing.com/  A provincial program that provides comprehensive services to families with young deaf and hard of hearing children throughout B.C. We also provide consultation and training to other professionals working with deaf and hard of hearing children. BC Lions Society for Children with Disabilities  Vancouver 3981 Oak Street Vancouver, BC V6H 4H5 phone: 604-873-1865, 1-800-818-4483 fax: 604-873-0166 Victoria #230-174 Wilson Street Victoria, BC V9A 7N6 phone: 250-386-0668 fax: 250-386-0663 e-mail: info@lionsbc.ca website: www.lionsbc.ca/  You may also know us as the Easter Seal People. Under both names, their Society mandate is to support children with disabilities throughout British Columbia. BC Prader Willi Syndrome Association  21542 85A Court Langley, BC V1M 2G4 website: www.bcpwsa.com  Is a non profit charity that provides an understanding and awareness of PWS by supporting those who have the syndrome, their families and all who come in contact with PWS BC Schizophrenia Society  #201 - 6011 Westminster Hwy. Richmond, B.C. V7C 4V4 Canada phone: 604-270-7841 toll free: 1-888-888-0029 fax: 604-270-9861 e-mail: bcss.prov@telus.net website: www.bcss.org/  Provincial Office - 34 branches; 13 Regional Coordinators around the province; and three Program Coordinators who provide educational and support services to families. Canadian Down Syndrome Society  811 - 14th Street N.W. Calgary, AB T2N 2A4 phone: 403-270-8500 toll free: 800-883-5608 fax: 403-270-8291 e-mail: dsinfo@cdss.ca website: www.cdss.ca  See website for support groups in BC. Canadian Hard of Hearing Association – Parents Branch  c/o Janet Les, Editor 10150 Gillanders Rd. Chilliwack BC, V2P 6H4 phone: 604-794-3772 fax: 604-794-3960 website: www.chhaparents.bc.ca/  Is a province wide network of parents, families and friends of hard of hearing children. Parents share information regarding upcoming events, technology, coping strategies, advocacy, resources. Their newsletter is free to all families of hard of hearing children in British Columbia. E-mail janetles@canada.comto receive this resource. Center for Epilepsy & Seisure Education  32868 Ventura Avenue, Abbotsford British Columbia V2S 6J3 Phone 604-853-7399 Fax 604-853-7336 e-mail epilepsy.support@telus.net website: www.epilepsy.cc  Provides one-on-one meetings for parents of children with epilepsy and offers a wealth of free education materials. Cerebral Palsy Association of British Columbia  801 – 409 Granville Street Vancouver, BC V6C 1T2 phone: 604-408-9484, 1-800-663-0004 fax: 604-408-9489 e-mail: e-mail: info@cerebralpalsy.com website: www.bccerebralpalsy.com  The Cerebral Palsy Association has become the leading source for information and support for people living with cerebral palsy throughout BC. Our family support worker specializes in accessibility and inclusion issues and is available to guest speak at various venues. We have a library that offers information on a wide variety of issues to do with disability. CHADD (Children & Adults with Attention Deficit Disorder) Vancouver  PO Box 74670 Vancouver, BC  V6K 4P4 phone: 604-222-4043 website: www.vcn.bc.ca/chaddvan/home.htm   Children’s Centre for Ability  phone: 604-451-5511 fax: 604-451-5651   e-mail: home@centreforability.bc.ca website: www.centreforability.bc.ca/   A non-profit organization with over 34 years of experience in the field of disabilities, providing individualized therapy and support services to children and youth in their homes and communities, specialized community living services and comprehensive vocational and support services for adults, and promoting successful community participation for individuals with disabilities. Deaf Children Society  7355 Canada Way Burnaby, BC V3N 4Z6 phone: 604-525-6056 TTY: 604-525-9390 fax: 604-525-7307 e-mail: deafbc@deafchildren.bc.ca website: www.deafchildren.bc.ca/  They operate a pre-school with qualified American Sign Language trained instructors. They offer parents and guardians: counselling, library, newsletters, and social events. For educators and relevant professionals they offer books, videos, and other teaching materials specifically catered for deaf and hard of hearing children. Delta Family Alliance (part of Delta Community) phone: 604-418-5056 e-mail: mmcnabb@dccnet.com  website: www.dcls.ca/family_support.htm   Delta Family Alliance has a group for parents of adults with special needs. Down Syndrome Research Foundation & Resource Centre  1409 Sperling Avenue Burnaby, BC V5B 4J8 phone: 604-444-3773, 1-888-464-3773 e-mail: dawn@dsrf.org website: www.dsrf.org  Their mandate is to provide information, support and disseminate research, provide and develop educational opportunities and clinical support to children and adults with Down Syndrome around B.C., their families and professionals working with them. Down Syndrome Associations in BC Chapters: Abbotsford, Cowichan, Dawson Creek, Greater Victoria, Kamloops, Northern Vancouver Island, Lower Mainland, Penticton, BC North, Nanaimo, Trail, North Vancouver, West Kootenay. EIBI (Early Intensive Behavioural Intervention)  phone: 604-946-6622, ext. 331 website: clbc.cioc.ca/record/CLB2186   Program for families of children under 6 years of age with Autistic Spectrum Disorder (ASD) has a group for parents of children of all ages with Autistic Spectrum Disorder (ASD) in the Delta area. Families Organized for Recognition and Care Equality  phone: 604-878-3400 toll free: 1-800-661-2121 website: www.bckidsmentalhealth.org  Their purpose is to ensure mental health care and services are provided to children and youth. Their website also includes a list of organizations, internet sites, books and magazines that offer good information concerning mental health. Family Net  fax: 604-535-0903   e-mail: info@bcfamilynet.org website: www.bcfamilynet.org  An independent provincial network that provides a provincial voice for children and youth with special needs, adults with developmental disabilities and their families. Their website has an exhaustive list of support organizations. Family Network for Deaf Children  phone: 604-684-1860 TTY: 604-421-5271 fax: 604-421-5273 website: www.fndc.ca/  Offers workshops, videos, and a newsletter and information bulletins supporting and providing information to parents of Deaf and hard-of-hearing children and the communities that support them. Family Support Institute  227 6th Street New Westminster, BC  V3L 3A5 phone: 604-540-8374 toll free: 1-800-441-5403 e-mail: fsi@fsibc.com website: www.familysupportbc.com  A province-wide organization whose purpose is to support and strengthen families faced with the extraordinary circumstances that come with having a family member who has a disability. Federation of Invisible Disabilities  1562 Fort St Victoria, BC V8S 5J2 phone: 250-370-9974 toll free: 1-800-549-1999 fax: 250-370-7598 e-mail: coordinator@fidsbc.com website: www.fidsbc.ca/   Their purpose is to ensure children with invisible disabilities have access to education, recreation and other services that help them to reach their potential as members of society. They seek to educate and increase awareness of invisible disabilities at service, funding and policy levels. They provide information and support to parents and caregivers. Friends for Life  PO Box 9731 Stn. Prov. Gov’t, Victoria, B.C.  V8W 9S2 e-mail: MCF.CYMHFRIENDS@gov.bc.ca (BC address) website: www.mcf.gov.bc.ca/mental_health/friends.htm    The BC FRIENDS for Life Program (FRIENDS), sponsored by the Ministry of Children and Family Development, is an evidence-based, anxiety prevention and resiliency program focused on improving mental health outcomes for BC students. FRIENDS has established key partnerships with Ministry of Education, First Nation Schools Association, independent and public schools to provide certification training for teachers and student materials, for universal delivery in classrooms in 3 program levels; Fun FRIENDS, FRIENDS for Children, and FRIENDS for Youth. Gifted Children's Association  Suite 300-210 W Broadway, Vancouver, BC V5Y 3W2 phone: 1-877-707-6111 e-mail: david_shepherd@telus.net website: www.gcabc.ca  Dedicated to providing support and advocacy for gifted children and their families.Chapter Contacts in Armstrong, Central Vancouver Island, Coquitlam, Maple Ridge, North Shore, Shuswap, South Island, Surrey and Vancouver. Kinsmen Rehabilitation Foundation of BC  300 999 W. Broadway Vancouver, BC V5Z 4RI phone: 604-736-8841   The KRF assists people with disabilities who need help the most –those who have fixed or limited incomes and find it difficult to deal with the costs associated with living with a disability. This group will provide technology which allows people with disabilities to live at home wherever possible. The Laurel Behaviour Support Services  240 4664 Lougheed Highway Burnaby, BC V5C 5T5 e-mail: joliver@posAbilities.ca   website: www.laurel.mapcl.org/About-Us.html   Committed to working with you and your team to support your child using ABA-based best practices. We strive to actualize our mission statement in all that we do, “ To promote, establish and participate in an inclusive community.” Learning Disabilities Association of B.C.  BC Chapter: #513- 7360 137th St. Surrey BC V3W 1A3 phone: 250-542-5033 e-mail: info@ldabc.ca   Vancouver Chapter: 3292 East Broadway, Vancouver, BC V5M 1Z8 phone: 604-873-8139 fax: 604-873-8140 e-mail: info@ldav.ca website: www.ldav.ca  LDA Chapters in BC: Fraser Lake 250-699-6495 Fraser North 604-464-1187 www.ldafn.ca Fraser South 604-591-5156 www.ldafs.org South Vancouver Island 250-370-9513 www.ldasvi.bc.ca Vancouver, Burnaby, Richmond 604-873-8139 www.ldav.ca Vernon 250-542-5033 Williams Lake 250-392-7801 Non-profit organization committed to fostering the full potential of persons with learning disabilities. Lower Mainland Down Syndrome Society  #201 13281 72nd Ave Surrey, BC V3W 2N5 phone: 604-581-2722 e-mail: lmdss@telus.net website: www.lmdss.com  Strives to promote opportunities for individuals with Down Syndrome. We do this through supporting families, promoting public awareness, networking with other organizations and individuals and lobbying for appropriate educational, vocational and social opportunities. Mainstream Association for Proactive Community Living  4664 Lougheed Hwy Burnaby, BC V5L 5T5 phone: 604-299-4001 TTY: 604-299-2399 fax: 604-299-0329 e-mail: info@mapcl.org website: www.mapcl.org  Mainstream Association for Proactive Community Living is the product of small societies merging in 1998. Mood Disorders Association of BC  2730 Commercial Drive, #201 Vancouver, B.C. V5N 5P4, Canada phone: 604-873-0103 fax: 604-873-3095 e-mail: mdabc@telus.net website: www.mdabc.net  Provide support and friendship for those with the illness, their family and friends, educate the community, encourage the development of effective self-help models, encourage the development of resources and services necessary for recovery. The North Shore Disability Resource Centre (NSDRC)  3158 Mountain Highway, North Vancouver, B.C. V7K 2H5 phone/TTY: 604-985-5371   e-mail: nsdrc@nsdrc.org website: www.nsdrc.org/  Provides programs and services based on the belief that all people are important to their community. We work to ensure that people with disabilities, along with their families and friends, can participate actively as members of the community. We are committed to working toward a community which is free of physical, financial and attitudinal barriers. Parent Network for Parents of Children with Special Needs (0-18 years) Serving Delta and Surrey  Pam Collins, Parent Network Facilitator phone: 604-946-6622 ext 359 e-mail: parentnetwork@reachdevelopment.org  Weekly newsletter sent to families, caregivers, and professionals. You can signup at reachdevelopment.org. Provincial Outreach Program for Autism and Related Disorders  4746 - 57 Street Delta, BC V4K 3C9 phone: 604-946-3610 fax: 604-946-2956 e-mail: dmoscrop@deltasd.bc.ca website: www.autismoutreach.ca  POPARD is a Provincial Outreach Program providing information, personnel training and student consultation to school districts across the province. They do not provide direct support to parents, but parents can access our website (see URL above). Sexual Health Resource Centre for Children and Young People with Disabilities  Sunny Hill Education Resource Centre Room S225 3644 Slocan Street Vancouver, BC toll free : 1-800-331-1533 ext.1 phone: 604-453-8335 ext. 1   e-mail: sherc@cw.bc.ca website: www.bcchildrens.ca/Services/SunnyHillHealthCtr/ Learningeducation/EducationResourceCentre/SexualHealth/   Using the educational materials available at SHRC, families, teachers and service providers have been able to support the healthy sexual and social skills development and strive towards the decrease in the incidence of sexual abuse for children and young people with disabilities. Simon Fraser Society for Community Living  204 Blue Mountain Street Coquitlam, B.C. V3K 4H1 phone: 604-525-9494 fax: 604-525-3013 e-mail: cstinson@sfscl.org website: www.sfscl.org  The Simon Fraser Society for Community Living hosts two parent support groups in the Tri Cities area for parents of children with extra support needs. Spina Bifida and Hydrocephalus Association of BC  4480 Oak St Vancouver, BC V6H 3V4 phone: 604-878-7000 e-mail: info@sbhabc.org website: www.sbhabc.org  To improve the quality of life of all individuals with spina bifida and/or hydrocephalus and their families through awareness, education and research. Tourette Syndrome Foundation Vancouver Chapter  PO Box 53556, 984 W. Broadway Vancouver, BC V5Z 4M6 phone: 604-732-3594 Canadian website: www.tourette.ca e-mail: tristan@express.ca  Chapters around in Campbell River, Lac La Hache, Prince George and Victoria. For more information, call toll free 1-800-361-3120 Western Institute for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing  2125 W. 7th Ave Vancouver, BC V6K 1X9 P: 604-736-7391 e-mail: info@widhh.org website: www.widhh.com  Strives to offer high quality services to Deaf, Deafened and Hard of Hearing individuals through innovative products, services, and programs that help to promote accessibility equal to that of the hearing public.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=17568,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 5, March 2009  Candidate statements for Executive Committee For President Irene Lanzinger There is good news and bad news for teachers in BC. The bad news is that we continue to face very significant challenges. We have a government that is determined to undermine public education by underfunding, over-emphazising standardized testing, and privatizing public services. Many teachers feel they are failing to meet the needs of students due to large classes and lack of suppport for students with special needs. Our schools desperately need greater numbers of non-enrolling teachers who provide critical services to classrooms. The Learning Round Table has produced plenty of data but not a single additional teacher to improve learning conditions. Here’s the good news. Teachers in this province have the highest professional standards combined with a willingness to join in courageous and often risky campaigns to defend those standards. We are determined to use every avenue to make improvements that strengthen our ability to meet the needs of our students, advance the welfare of the teaching profession, and build a more socially just society. With our strength and unity, our unfailing advocacy and our many campaigns we are making steady progress on turning the bad news into good news for students, teachers, and public education. EXPERIENCE: Provincial: BCTF: President (2 yrs.). 1st Vice-president (3 yrs.), BCTF 2nd Vice-president (3), Co-chief Negotiator Bargaining Team (2000–02), Advisory council of local presidents (3), AGM delegate (14), Summer conference (14), Job action planning committee, LR (1), (alternate) (5). Local: President (3), Vice-president (2), Member-at-large (2), Staff rep (2), Bargaining Committee (2), Status of Women Committee (2). Teaching: Secondary (9 yrs.), Elementary (4 yrs.). Education: B.Sc. (UBC), Teacher Training (UBC), M.Sc (SFU) For First Vice-president Susan Lambert In the fall I was privileged to witness the testimony of several young teachers at our Bill 33 class size and composition grievance. They spoke of large classes with 8, 12, even 15 students with IEPs and the struggle of teaching in such conditions. They described workloads that compromised instruction and learning. Their dedication to the profession and their students was unequivocal. And yet each of these classes had been certified as educationally sound by administrators constrained by the scarce resources available. This year even more classes exceed the inadequate limits of Bill 33. Underfunding combined with the accountability or achievement policies (the focus on standardization, the census administration of the FSAs, the drive toward higher test scores to the detriment of a rich and broad curriculum) have resulted in the undermining of public confidence in the system. Public policies that both underfund and undermine are policies that value private alternatives over public education. As a collective we are passionate about the value of public education in building a vibrant democracy and a just society. I am honoured to run again for the position of First Vice-President. I will try my best to insure that we remain strong advocates for teachers, for students and for public education. EXPERIENCE: Provincial: BCTF 1st Vice-president (2 yrs.), BCTF 2nd Vice-president (3 yrs.), BCTF Executive member-at-large (1 yr.); AGM delegate (22), Task Force on the Code of Ethics, Trainer/ facilitator in Namibia (8 sessions) and South Africa (1 session), Staff Rep Trainer (5), WOW facilitator, Summer Conference participant and workshop presenter, BCTF OSD/PD Administrative Staff (4), Federation Appeals Board (2). Local: (Prince Rupert): Staff Rep (4), S/W Cttee. (1), Program Against Racism Chair (2), Bargaining Cttee. (1); Communications Officer (2), Labour Liaison Officer (3). (Burnaby): Vice President (2), LR (4), Leave of Absence Cttee. (2), Grade 7 Girls’ Conference (1), BTA Scholarship Cttee. (2), Job Action Cttee. (1). Teaching: 23 years—intermediate, teacher-librarian, learning assistance, gifted education, special needs resource. Education: Honors English BA (SFU), PDP (SFU), Teacher-Librarian Diploma (UBC). For Second Vice-president Jim Iker Our passion to defend public education is driven by our daily work in our classrooms, locals and Federation. Engaging members, new and experienced, and supporting all locals is critical for a strong, effective BCTF. Together we make a difference. It is critical we: advocate for increased funding to ensure success for every student, improve working and learning conditions and stop privatization. bargain firm class size/composition limits including multiage/ grade classes, support for students with special needs and non-enrolling teacher caseloads. actively involve members in preparation for the next round of bargaining to improve working conditions, salaries, benefits, pensions and prep time. continue to press for full, free, local collective bargaining. continue to exercise our professional autonomy and resist the externally mandated testing agenda. strengthen professional development and professional support for members. engage in education and public policy. exercise our freedom of expression rights. strengthen our social justice networks and advocate for greater equity in our schools and communities. I believe in leadership that is built on democratic processes, seeks and listens to members and provides pro-active and co-ordinated strategies. I bring you my experience and energy as your 2nd Vice President and value the opportunity to continue working on your behalf. EXPERIENCE: Provincial: BCTF 2nd Vice-president (2 yr.), Member-at-Large (5), Prov. Bargaining Team 2006, Learning Roundtable (4), Social Justice Review Cttee. (1), CTF AGM Delegate (4 yrs.), Bargaining Mobilization Cttee. Chair (1), Prov. Bargaining Team, 1st 2 rounds of Prov. Bargaining, GR/LR (12), AGM delegate (19), Local Presidents’ Advisory Cttee. (2), Chair (1), BCTF Interim Bargaining Structures Cttee., Legislative Adv. Cttee/team, Staff Rep Training, Summer Conference Participant (25). Local: President(15), Bargaining Chair (2), Chief Negotiator, Local Bargaining (all 3 rounds), Bargaining Cttee. WLC Chair (2), Staff rep, District Health And Safety Rep (4), EAP District Cttee.(14), Teaching: 29 yrs. (full and part time) K/2/3/4/ 6/7, Learning Assistance, Counselling, Special Ed. Education: Honours BA McMaster, B.Ed Dalhousie, Various Counselling Courses UVic. For Member-at-large Rebecca Blair I am so proud to be a teacher. By exercising professional autonomy we have addressed the misuse of standardized testing. We have identified the attempt to destabilize public education—and through international relationships deepened our awareness and understanding of the global attacks on education. However, changes are needed in our classrooms—class size and composition remain a primary concern for members of the BCTF. More of our students are living in poverty, and teachers are struggling to balance initiatives such as DPA, healthy school initiatives, as well as changes to curriculum. Despite these challenges, teachers continue every day to address social justice issues and to ensure professional growth. We create caring environments and provide the support and leadership needed to ensure that the students we teach today enrich our future society. My activism stems from a sincere belief that improvements for teachers translates into improvements for our students. I bring a strong work ethic, a determined nature, and a desire to ensure that the changes we need in our classrooms are enacted. My first term as a member of your executive has been both challenging and fulfilling—and I appreciate the opportunity to bring your voice again to the table. EXPERIENCE: Provincial: Executive Member at Large, Health and Safety Advisory Committee, Health and Safety Trainer, LR, AGM Delegate, BCFed Health and Safety Committee, BCFed Human Rights Committee. Local: President, Vice President, Bargaining Chair, District Joint Health and Safety Committee Rep, Site Safety Rep/Co Chair of Committee, Staff Rep, Status of Women Rep. Teaching: Elementary, Secondary, Special Ed., Adult Ed., (34 years). Education: B.Ed., MAAS Gail Chaddock-Costello It has been a busy year for all of us, full of hard work, campaigns, elections and some great successes. Many locals were thrilled to have elected ‘teacher friendly’ Trustees and this has had a positive effect on the reaction of School Boards to our provincial FSA campaign. We have and are continuing to make education a ‘vote determining issue’ at the local and provincial levels. Our ingenuity will be tested as we strive to keep our educational issues at the forefront of the public consciousness once Campbell’s ‘gag order’ takes effect February 13. I have no doubts regarding our success—teachers united for a common cause are a formidiable force. The Bill 33 arbitrations and the courageous stands of our classroom teachers speak to our determination to make class size and composition, safe, supportive working environments and reasonable workloads bargaining issues locally and provincially. We have a long history of political activism and I am proud to be a part of our stand against accountability and for teachers’ professional autonomy. My initiative, leadership and energy have been put to good use this year and I look forward to the privilege of continuing to serve as your Member at Large. EXPERIENCE: Provincial: BCTF Member at Large, PSA Task Force, EC representative on CASJ, Regional SJ Conference Organizer, South Island Zone Rep. Public Education Conferences (2) delegate and presenter; BCTF Parent Presenter; delegate to FLI, Zone Meetings, Summer Conference - presenter/08, AGM; BC Fed Conference, New Teachers’ Conference and Cross Currents - presenter; BCTF spokesperson for special education (4 radio shows);International Special Education Review Team (NS to England). Local: 1st VP, 2nd VP (2), Langley’s Community Forum, organizer/ panelist, Professional Development (10); Educational Change (1); Working and Learning Conditions (2); Chief Spokesperson, Steering Committee Langley Special Education Inquiry; delegate to B.C. Fed Conventions and NW&District Labour Council; Budget Committee (3), Bargaining Committee (2), Building Committee (3) Constitution Committee; Professional Development Committee, school based (15); Staff Representative (10) Teaching: 30 years in special education, elementary and secondary, adult education/continuing education (2), adjunct professor, University of San Diego, practicum evaluator, education students (2) Education: BA, B.Ed. St. Mary’s University (Summa Cum Laude), NS, M.Ed. Mount Saint Vincent University, NS, Doctoral courses completed for Educational Leadership, dissertation pending, University of San Diego. Jerry Fast British Columbia is recognized internationally as having one of the best public education systems in the world, and while our teachers are committed to and strive for continuous improvement, the BCTF must negotiate working and learning conditions with a government which has systematically and chronically underfunded that system. We must strengthen our campaigns in support of public education and build on our broad public support for teacher professionalism, and meaningful and purposeful accountability. We must work to achieve functional and responsive bargaining structures at both the provincial and local levels to effectively address, amongst many others, the critical issues of class size and support for students with special needs. Equally important, we must elevate the profile of the BCTF by making the BCTF more relevant to the day to day working lives of our teachers at the school level through professional development and teacher wellness programs. These are very challenging economic times which will make it much more difficult for teachers’ voices to be heard. I am committed to working with all members of the Executive Committee to strengthen our voice and achieve our goals in support of public education. I ask for your support. EXPERIENCE: Provincial: Local Rep (2 years), AGM Delegate (4 years), BC Fed Delegate (4 years), LEC Co-ordinator (2 campaigns). Local: SCC Chair (2 years), Staff Rep (8 years), Local Executive Member-at-Large (4 years), Working Conditions Officer (2 years), Vice-President (2 years), Bargaining Chair (2 years) Teaching: Grade 6–7 (12 years) Education: BA.Hons. (Economics), University of Manitoba; MA, University of Manitoba; B.Ed., UBC. Rick Guenther Teaching is not the easiest of professions. Serving the intellectual and social needs of students in their multitudes, each of whom brings a unique set of life experiences to the classroom, is a challenge to a saint. Innumerable professional decisions, requiring both academic and artistic expertise, fill each teacher’s workday and each teacher’s lesson construction and delivery will be unique. The professional autonomy and working conditions necessary for effective teaching require our union to defend and improve contractual rights and to enhance the status of our profession. We need a union characterized by well-reasoned strategic thinking and planning, based on not just immediate ideological needs but the real needs of working teachers. When we contemplate actions to address issues, we need strategies that are mindful of consequences to both individual teachers and the BCTF as a whole, that are well informed, that are principled, and that respect the diverse perspectives of teachers. And, our strategies must be informed by fundamental principles of social justice, such as equity, fairness, and acceptance. Social justice consists not only of formal programs that address specific examples of social injustice but also of the fabric through which we weave curriculum in our professional practice. And similarly, social justice principles should be implicit in our union practice. EXPERIENCE: Provincial: Judicial Council (2005-present); Task Force on Privatization (2004–05); Various Ministry of Education curriculum committees. Local: Abbotsford District Teachers’ Association (Local 34) President (2007-current); Vice-President, LR, Bargaining Chair, Strike Co-ordinator, District Health & Safety Committee. Peace River South Teachers’ Association (Local 59) President (1982-84). Teaching: Secondary science and mathematics Education: M.Ed. SFU; B.Sc. (Geophysics) UBC Glen Hansman Teachers’ goals are broad and varied, and so must be the Federation and its members’ approaches to achieving these goals. We must allow for as many opportunities for members to create change that is meaningful to them, and engage the stakeholders of their communities. We must defend members’ rights, and take every opportunity to bargain directly with our school boards to improve working and learning conditions. We must work toward our goals by legal means, by political means, by public relations means, by supporting professional growth, by reclaiming local bargaining, by seeking the restoration of stripped language and entire collective agreements that have been legislated away, by maintaining a dialogue with other provincial bodies, and by supporting collective action by our members. It is necessary that the Federation employ all of these approaches simultaneously to make improvements for our members, for our students, and for public education. The Federation also needs to follow-through on decisions made, and take steps to change with the membership and its newer members’ modes of engagement as we move into a new decade. I am committed to working carefully and respectfully with you to achieve our goals, and I would be honoured to serve as member-at-large. EXPERIENCE: Provincial: Teacher Newsmagazine Advisory Committee (2 years), Social Justice Review Steering Committee, AGM delegate (5 years), Summer conference (5 years), Bargaining training, LR (alternate) (3 years). Local: President (2 years), Vice-President (1 year), Local Bargaining Committee and Collective Agreement preparation, Communications chair (2 years), Pride Committee co-chair (1 year), Strike Co-ordinating Committee (2005), Local Election Contact (2005 & 2008–09), Staff Rep (2 years). Teaching: District-level antihomophobia consultant (2 years), Elementary (5 years), Secondary (1 year). Education: MA (UBC), B.Ed. (McGill), BA (Carleton). Chris King I am very proud of the work that the Federation has done with professional development. I believe that we need to build on these successes to meet the current needs of all our members, new and experienced, as we face the challenges brought about by the influx of new technologies, increased amounts of educational research, and the diversity of the learning needs of the students we teach. No one can deny the commitment of the Federation to the issues of social justice. Social justice work is not only about events, but also a way of living. As a Federation, we need to ensure that the values and beliefs that are the foundation of social justice become the way we teach and interact in our classrooms and schools. I have always been impressed with the opportunities for members to have a voice in the decisions of the Federation. As we enter the next bargaining round, we need to be aware of the demographics of our membership to ensure that our new and experienced teachers are strong advocates with their own unique perspectives and beliefs. It is through the cacophony of ideas that we build an ever stronger union. EXPERIENCE: Provincial: Committee for Action in Social Justice (2 yrs, 1 yr co-chair) BCTF facilitator for SURTs, Teacher Wellness, Classroom Issues, Strengthening Teaching, Presentations for Parents; Workshops for School Staffs (6 years); Presenter at a variety of local and school based PD days; Several ad hoc committees creating BCTF workshops and policy; CTA Local Representative (3 years) FLI presenter, Summer Conference presenter. Local: CTA 1st VP (1 year), CTA 2nd VP and PD Chair (6 years) Founder of: CTA Leadership Series, Encompass Conference, BC Society for Social Responsibility and Collaborative Learning Environments and Spirit of Secondary Conference. Teaching: Secondary, Junior Secondary, Middle School, and Elementary Education: MEd(UBC) BA(UPEI) Jill McCaffery Our unity and resolve have been effective. We have exposed the government’s privatization agenda. Together we have taken courageous stands in asserting our rights to protect our profession and public education. As a democratic, member-driven union our strength and success lies in our teachers, their commitment to students, and to public education. Their needs must be our priority! As we look to our future we must re-position ourselves by: engaging members and new activists through technology, training, and professional opportunities. enhancing the professional voice of teachers by developing opportunities for meaningful, accessible, collaborative, professional development, inquiry, and mentorship. advocating for full and fair funding to improve classroom conditions. supporting locals and members in bargaining and preparations for 2011 including local initiatives, contract and grievance work. supporting, sustaining, and building social justice networks and action groups. My experiences on the BCTF executive and as a community activist teach me that to achieve our objectives we must be political and professional. Teachers are the credible voice of education and will not be silenced. The public welcomes, and indeed expects, our informed advocacy. I offer my passion, continued commitment to and a strong voice for all BCTF members. I listen, I advocate, I act. EXPERIENCE: National: Canadian Labour Congress Delegate (1) Provincial: BCTF Executive member-at-large (6), BCTF Support Staff Bargaining Team (2), BC Federation of Labour Delegate (5), BC Federation of Labour Resolutions Committee (3), BC Federation of Labour Community and Social Action Committee (1), BCTF Staff Pension Plan Committee (2), BCTF Professional and Social Issues Committee Liaison (1), BCTF Health and Safety Committee Liaison (1), THESA Curriculum Chair (2). Local: President (6), Vice-President (3), Bargaining Committee (7), Staff Rep (3), AGM (13), Social Justice (1), Health and Safety (3), Summer Conference (12). Community: Founding Member and Community Activist with Oceanside Coalition for Strong Communities (7).Teaching: UBC Summer Session Instructor (1), Middle and Secondary Home Economics and Humanities both local and international (27). Education: MA, UBC; Curriculum and Instruction, Home Economics; Concentration Home Economics, UBC; PDP, SFU; BA Honours, SFU. Teri Mooring A wide range of teachers’ ideas and opinions must be represented at the Executive Committee. Diverse views must be heard, consensus sought, and balanced decisions endorsed. I bring a fresh and distinctive voice to the table as an experienced teacher and president of a northern district. Our highest priority must be enhancement of teachers’ rights and well-being. Teachers’ state clearly their foremost concern is improvement in class size and composition. We therefore need to join with other groups including parents to advocate for improved student learning conditions and hold government accountable. Equally, we must strengthen teachers’ bargaining rights. It is vital we get a current Collective Agreement into the hands of every teacher. We must expand the mid contract modification process and prepare for the next round of bargaining to regain our working conditions and increase benefits. The BCTF needs to support new teachers. A focus on professional development and professional autonomy is needed. Teachers’ commitment to social justice in classrooms results in miracles every day as they manage diverse student backgrounds. We need to focus the public on our professional expertise in public education and our commitment to building healthier communities. EXPERIENCE: Provincial: Attended FLI, BC Fed delegate, AGM (15 yrs.), countless summer institutes. Local: President, 1st Vice-president, Local Representative, Bargaining chair, Gender Equity chair, ProD chair, Social Justice chair, rep to DPAC, staff rep. Teaching: 22 years of intermediate classroom experience. Christine Stewart My traditional name is Galksi’ Gibaykwhl Sook’ – Wilps Ksim Xsaan and I am from the Nisga’a Nation. I believe in the BCTF and the democratic principles of our union. I believe we have together made a great difference for equity seeking groups, in particular Aboriginal Children in BC public schools. We have a lot of work ahead and I believe the four years in service to the members has prepared me well to be a strong advocate for our profession and the children and families we work for and with. No where else in the world is there an organization as democratic and professional as ours. I believe my experience working with the AEAC and building a network of 60 Local Contacts for Aboriginal Education, and the work with Education Partners, Deans of Education and various advocacy groups has enriched my experience and groomed me for a member at large post to serve you. EXPERIENCE: Provincial: BCTF, PSA President Aborignal Education Association, WLCB Committee member, VTF member working on our Letter of Understanding: Employment Equity for Aboriginal Teachers, SURT trainer and presenter, Summer Institute trainer and participant, BCTF AGM participant since 1998, CTF Aboriginal Standing Committee (1 year), Summer Conference participant and Aboriginal Leadership since 1998. Local: VSTA (4 years) VESTA (1.5 years) VSTA Staff Rep (1 year) VSTA Co-chair School professional development rep (1 year), VSTA Gender Equity Rep (3 years). BCTF Staff PSID Aboriginal Education: 2004 to 2008 Teaching: I have taught in both Secondary and Elementary and as an instructor for both at SFU and UBC Faculty of Education courses, and have worked as a research assistant. Education: BA SFU, Joint Major in Women’s Studies and Psychology, PDP K to 12 Diversity Module, MA Education SFU, Diploma in Guidance Counsellor UBC in progress.   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141007,www.huffingtonpost.ca,http://www.huffingtonpost.ca/natasha-koifman/finding-personal-brand_b_5499362.html,What's Your Personal Brand? | Natasha Koifman View mobile site October 7, 2014 Huffpost Canada Living ca Edition: ca Show/Hide Brasil BR Canada CA Deutschland DE España ES France FR Italia IT 日本 (Japan) JP 한국 (Korea) KR Maghreb MG United Kingdom UK United States US Region: ALL Show/Hide All Canada Alberta British Columbia Québec (en français) Follow Newsletters Get Canada LivingNewsletters Email address Enter Email Address Huffington Post Search Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search iOS app Android app More Log in Create Account Notifications 0 $USERNAME Profile Settings Logout FRONT PAGE Politics Ford Still Doesn't Understand Racism 51 Unvetted Judge Joins Supreme Court 43 Kenney Posts Photos Of Iraqi Children To Make Case For ISIL Airstrikes 91 Clinton: Canadian Help In ISIL Fight 'Indispensable' 44 Canadians Left In A Fog Of War 42 Go to Politics More in Politics The Pulse Stephen Harper You Might Also Like US Politics UK Politics Business Porn Company Has A Raunchy Deal For Air Canada Pilots 3 Sun News Just Lost Its Main Source Of Content; What Now? 49 Canadian Cities Surprisingly Unpopular Destinations For Workers 0 This Is How You Rack Up U.S. Roaming Charges While In Canada 14 Look What China Might Actually Build 47 Go to Business More in Business Small Business Money You Might Also Like Tech TechCrunch Autoblog WorldPost Spanish Nurse First To Contract Ebola Outside West Africa 518 It's Been 3 Weeks Since Anyone's Seen Kim And Rumors Are Swirling 97 3 New Findings On ISIS Weapons That You Should Know About 39 WHO: More Cases Of Ebola In Europe Unavoidable 154 Turkish President Says Syrian Town Under Islamic State Siege Is About To Fall 213 Go to WorldPost More in WorldPost Foreign Affairs World Elections Arab Uprising Afghanistan War Syria Crisis You Might Also Like Travel Impact Living 100 Pumpkin Carvings That Will Inspire You 0 Fried Maple Leaves Are A Delicacy In Japan, And We're Jealous 6 WATCH: HuffPost Readers School Us On Toronto's Real Must-Eats 2 Toronto Dubbed Fourth Most Livable City In The World 0 33 Signs You Live In Liberty Village 1 Go to Living You Might Also Like Healthy Living Food Recipes Divorce Women Parentdish Green Post50 Weddings Style Best Halloween Costumes For Men And Women 0 Most Offensive Products In Retail 3 JLaw Goes Topless For Vanity Fair 0 Bridesmaid Dresses You'll Wear Again 0 Canadian Model Coco Rocha Is Pregnant! 4 Go to Style More in Style Beauty Fashion Celeb Style Entertaining and Etiquette Stylelist Canada Wedding Style Home Style You Might Also Like Style (U.S.) Weddings Stylelist Canada Entertainment Kris Jenner Opens Up About The Late Robert Kardashian 6 Blake Lively Is Pregnant! 30 Mariah Carey Proves She's Not Lip-Synching 42 Is This Where George Clooney And Amal Alamuddin Honeymooned? 7 Pregnant Kelly Rowland Poses Topless In Black And White Photo Shoot 2 Go to Entertainment You Might Also Like Music Celebrity TV Moviefone Arts The Glamorous History Of Pin-Up Like You've Never Seen It Before 3 1 Here Are A Bunch Of F*cking Delightful Artsy Cat Photos. You're Welcome. 3 This Is What It Really Looks Like To Be A Modern Day Nun 8 New Animation-Inspired Art Show Will Make You Yearn For Saturday Morning Cartoons 0 Go to Arts You Might Also Like Books Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Religion Alberta 20 Puppies Found Abandoned In Field 6 Anti-Abortion Postcard Targets Tory MP.. Again 26 Mystery 'GPO Girl' Turns Up In Calgary 3 Major Saskatchewan Train Derailment 2 Dozens Of Dead Cats Found, Another 62 Euthanized 0 Go to Alberta More in Alberta Alberta Politics Alberta Business Alison Redford Calgary Edmonton British Columbia B.C. Teen Killed By Train Was Wearing Headphones, Texting: RCMP 13 Anthem Singer's Fall Is Lesson In Showmanship 3 Pastafarian Loses B.C. Driver's Licence Over Holy Colander 0 Elderly Asian Women Attacked In Vancouver 0 Lawyers Of Convicted Surrey Six Gangsters Want Mistrial 3 Go to British Columbia More in British Columbia B.C. Politics B.C. Business Christy Clark Vancouver All Sections News Canada Politics Canada Business US Politics US Business World Media Sports Education Crime Weird News Good News Daily Finance Entertainment Entertainment Music TV Celebrity Comedy Arts Books Moviefone Life & Style Living Style Home Healthy Living Taste Weddings Travel Parents Divorce HuffPost 50 Marlo Thomas OWN Tech & Science Tech Science Green Techcrunch Engadget TUAW Joystiq Voices Impact Women Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Religion College Teen Local Quebec (French) Calgary Montreal Ottawa Toronto Vancouver Winnipeg Mapquest Patch.com Our Mobile Apps: iPhone iPad HuffPost Live iPad Android Phone Android Tablet Living Healthy Living Food Recipes Divorce Women Parents Green Parentdish Post50 Weddings Fried Maple Leaves Are A Delicacy In Japan, And We're Jealous 2014-10-06 15:13:16 33 Signs You Live In Liberty Village 2014-10-06 17:20:38 100 Pumpkin Carvings That Will Inspire You 2014-10-06 12:57:00 Fight Acne With.. Grapes? 2014-10-02 11:04:33 8 Co-Workers You Really Don't Want To Deal With 2014-10-06 13:52:27 Baby Elephant's Fall And Rescue Is The Only Pick-Me-Up You Need 2014-10-03 13:40:28 Canada's Blood Inventory Is 'Critically Low' 2014-10-01 10:13:18 One Of The World's 'Most Romantic Cities' Is Right Here In Canada 2014-10-04 12:02:22 Previous Story Next Story The Blog Featuring fresh takes and real-time analysis from HuffPost's signature lineup of contributors Natasha Koifman Become a fan President, NKPR Email What's Your Personal Brand? Posted: 06/16/2014 5:57 pm EDT Updated: 08/16/2014 5:59 am EDT Share Tweet Email Comment tumblr reddit If you read my blog regularly, you'll know I often write about branding, not only for companies but also for people. Personal branding means more today than it ever has; image is everything. For me, a person's brand is about authenticity. One of the first blogs I ever wrote was about the "Five I Ams", which help you define your brand. The premise was to list five ways of describing yourself, which sounded easy enough, but it was one of the first times I ever stopped to think, how do I define myself? There are a lot of people who don't know how to define themselves or have a clear personal brand. Maybe they don't know what their brand is yet. Where do you even start looking? And how do you decide upon a personal brand anyway? What factors go into figuring it out and then living it authentically? Here's what having a personal brand means to me and how you can find your own: It's when WHO you are becomes WHAT you are. A brand helps me define who I am, always. It helps you set parameters for yourself in a good way. I believe consistency builds awareness in defining who you are and it also helps you acknowledge when you're evolving as a person. Having a brand that evolves with you is key. A personal brand defines you and it is what makes you unique, a leader in your own life, not a follower. And what makes you unique is not just what you do for a career but all of your interests around it. It's what makes you tick. For me, I care about people, I believe in love. I am a supporter of women. I like the colour black and am unapologetic about it. I am interested in art, I am philanthropic, I believe in mentorship and encouraging people to be the BEST they can be. All this and more makes up the brand that is me. Your true brand develops organically, but social media lends a hand. I feel that social media encourages brand development. It's a great way to refine and define your brand, and how you present yourself to the world. Doesn't everyone project a better version of themselves when they think someone is watching? Social media removes the distinction between being "on" and "off". You no longer only want to be that fabulous person when you go out. Nowadays, people are injecting their "public" brand persona into their private lives and taking photos to prove it! But social media can also overwhelm you when you're still trying to figure out your brand. You can either pay attention to all those people that are building their brands and try to copy it or you can focus on yourself and what sets YOU apart. Lead or follow -- it's a choice. Being authentic is key, and you'll find that what comes organically to you, those things you don't have to force, are the best inspiration to start shaping your own brand. Be unique and true to yourself and likeminded individuals will find you. Consistency is key. Think of some of the big name corporate and celebrity brands out there: Nike, Coca-Cola, Lululemon, Drake, Beyoncé, Gwyneth Paltrow. All of them remain consistent with their brands across everything they do. Sure they have branding specialists to help them, but here are some tips to keep you on track. The way you dress, where you live, HOW you live, how you decorate, where you work, what you do for fun, where you go out, how you spend your free time, all of these parts work together to make the whole brand that is YOU. Take your authenticity and transfer it to all areas in your life: are you an artsy type who loves nature? Why not look for a job in a cultural industry and move to a leafier neighbourhood? Wear handmade artisanal jewellery crafted from organic materials, shop local, volunteer to plant trees in the community. Take those qualities that make up who you are, what your "Five I Ams" are, and then apply them to everything you do. It's funny how freeing putting restrictions on yourself can actually be. It's about streamlining and curating your life. Look for role models who are doing it well. Without copying someone else entirely, look at the public figures you admire and see how they shape their brand and how they carry it through their work and life. What elements would you like to emulate? What are their unique qualities and what are yours? How has their brand helped them in their career and personal relationships and how has it hindered them? What do you want YOUR brand to do for you? What are you willing to do to successfully shape your brand? What are you realistically capable of doing? Would you compromise on certain things? As an example, I used to feel pressure to wear colour and then one day I admitted to myself that I don't like colour but I LOVE black, so wearing black became my thing. You have to work to maintain your brand. In my experience, your personal brand is shaped by what happens to you as you mature, begin to lay down roots, gain responsibilities and refine your tastes, but it is also something you actively CHOOSE to be. You need to envision the brand you want to be and continually work hard towards it. A brand doesn't just happen for a company or a person. You need to put the effort in to become the person you want to be, just like you do to have the career you want to have. And if you make mistakes, learn from them and move forward into an even better you. I try my best to always be mindful of the responsibility I have towards being the person I am. Overall, I truly believe that the key to defining your personal brand is determining who you are, what sets you apart. Ask yourself what you want people around you to remember about you and what are you going to do to change the world? Enter into finding your brand with a genuine goal, a purpose for creating a brand and an authentic passion for living it everyday, in every way! xo NatashaMORE ON HUFFPOST: Close  Best Books For Your Personality of   Do you have a good sense of humour and tend to make others laugh? Whether you’re into comedy or just enjoy funny people, here are books that will make you (or someone else) laugh out loud. Is Everyone Hanging Out Without Me? (and Other Concerns) By Mindy Kaling Mindy invites readers on a tour of her life and her unscientific observations on romance, friendship, and Hollywood, with several conveniently placed stopping points for you to run errands and make phone calls. Let’s Explore Diabetes With Owls By David Sedaris A guy walks into a bar car and ... From here the story could take many turns. When the guy is David Sedaris, the possibilities are endless, but the result is always the same: he will both delight you with twists of humour and intelligence and leave you deeply moved. Seriously...I'm Kidding By Ellen DeGeneres "I've experienced a lot the last few years and I have a lot to share. I think you'll find I've left no stone unturned, no door unopened, no window unbroken, no rug unvacuumed, no ivories untickled. What I'm saying is, let us begin, shall we?" Let’s Pretend This Never Happened By Jenny Lawson When Jenny Lawson was little, all she ever wanted was to fit in. That dream was cut short by her fantastically unbalanced father and a morbidly eccentric childhood. It did, however, open up an opportunity for Lawson to find the humour in the strange shame-spiral that is her life, and we are all the better for it. Do you always look at things from a positive perspective? Do you look at the glass half-full and never half-empty? Next is a list of characters who have an honest belief that most people have good intentions. Anne of Green Gables By L. M. Montgomery The story of Anne, a young orphan in Avonlea and her adventures becoming of age, dealing with friends, adjusting to her new home, and overcoming school. Always Looking Up: The Adventures of an Incurable Optimist By Michael J. Fox "At the turn from our bedroom into the hallway, there is an old full-length mirror in a wooden frame. I can''t help but catch a glimpse of myself as I pass. Turning fully toward the glass, I consider what I see. This reflected version of myself, wet, shaking, rumpled, pinched, and slightly stooped, would be alarming were it not for the self-satisfied expression pasted across my face." The Little Prince By Antoine de Saint-Exupery The much-loved story about a prince who went on journeys to six different planets and meets a few mysterious people, learning about their strange behaviour and purposes in their lives. Cinderella By Régis Maine Experience the magic of Cinderella in this story, based on the hit Disney film--including beautiful comic book art. Are you sensitive towards people’s needs and have outstanding people skills? Do you see everything from a human angle and have a real concern for how others think and feel? If you answered yes, here's a list of literary characters who possess the same qualities. The Catching Fire By Suzanne Collins Against all odds, Katniss Everdeen has won the annual Hunger Games with fellow district tribute Peeta Mellark. But it was a victory won by defiance of the Capitol and their harsh rules. There are rumours of rebellion among the subjects, and to their horror, Katniss and Peeta find they are the faces of that rebellion. The Lord of the Rings Trilogy By J. R. R. Tolkien In a sleepy village in the Shire, young Frodo Baggins finds himself faced with an immense task, as his elderly cousin Bilbo entrusts the Ring to his care. Frodo must leave his home and make the journey across Middle-earth to the Cracks of Doom, to destroy the Ring and foil the Dark Lord in his evil purpose. Little Women By Louisa Mae Alcott Follow the March girls Meg, Jo, Beth and Amy, as they grow into womanhood, each of them learning how to be an amazing person. They overcome, pride, vanity, and fear, and grow into who they are meant to be. Gone With The Wind By Margaret Mitchell In the two main characters, the white-shouldered, irresistible Scarlett and the flashy, contemptuous Rhett, Margaret Mitchell not only conveyed a timeless story of survival under the harshest of circumstances, she also created two of the most famous lovers in the English-speaking world since Romeo and Juliet. Melanie Wilkes, meanwhile, contrasts the main characters' natures with her generous spirit. Are you a fitness buff or a gym diva? Are body, mind and soul top priority to you? Whether you’re looking to be the next Arnold Schwarzenegger or just looking for some fitness inspiration, here are some books that will inspire you to be the fittest person you can be. Born to Run By Christopher McDougall In a riveting narrative, award-winning journalist and often-injured runner Christopher McDougall sets out to discover the secrets of superathletes. In the process, he takes his readers from science labs at Harvard to the sun-baked valleys and freezing peaks across North America, where ever-growing numbers of ultra-runners are pushing their bodies to the limit. Making the Cut: The 30-Day Diet and Fitness Plan for the Strongest, Sexiest You By Jillian Michaels Making the Cut is a unique, intense thirty-day program from TV’s toughest fitness guru, Jillian Michaels. It has one purpose: to maximize your diet and fitness potential so you’ll get dramatic results at an accelerated pace. Eat and Run: My Unlikely Journey to Ultramarathon Greatness By Scott Jurek and Steve Friedman In Eat and Run, Jurek opens up about his life and career as a champion athlete with a plant-based diet and inspires runners at every level. From his Midwestern childhood hunting and fishing to veganism, Scott’s story shows the power of an iron will and blows apart the stereotypes of what athletes should eat to fuel optimal performance. The New Rules of Lifting for Women: Lift Like a Man, Look Like a Goddess By Lou Schuler and Cassandra Forsythe The New Rules of Lifting series has a comprehensive strength training, conditioning, and nutrition plan specifically designed to help women reap the benefits of weightlifting. Are you thoughtful and introspective? Someone that is wise beyond their years and has a vast understanding of the world as a whole? Here are some books whose characters are knowing, incisive and insightful. Eat, Pray, Love By Elizabeth Gilbert Elizabeth Gilbert tells how she made the difficult choice to leave behind all the trappings of modern American success (marriage, house in the country, career) and find, instead, what she truly wanted in life. The Chronicles of Naria By C.S. Lewis Journeys to the end of the world, fantastic creatures, and epic battles between good and evil — what more could any reader ask for in one book? Schindler’s List By Thomas Keneally Schindler's List is based on the true story of German industrialist and war profiteer, Oskar Schindler, who, when confronted with the horror of the extermination camps, gambled his life and fortune to rescue 1,300 Jews from gas chambers. The Help By Kathryn Stockett It's 1962 and Aibileen is a black maid in Mississippi who's always taken orders quietly. However, lately she's unable to hold her bitterness back. Her friend Minny has never held her tongue but now must somehow keep secrets about her employer that leave her speechless. Do you have a passion for food, and find yourself watching cooking shows on a regular basis? Well, then these chef-inspired books are just for you. Julia and Julia By Julie Powell Julie Powell, nearing 30 and trapped in a dead-end secretarial job, resolves to reclaim her life by cooking in the span of a single year, every one of the 524 recipes in Julia Child's legendary Mastering the Art of French Cooking. Blood, Bones & Butter. The Inadvertent Education of a Reluctant Chef By Gabrielle Hamilton Blood, Bones & Butter follows an unconventional journey through the many kitchens Hamilton has inhabited through the years: the rural kitchen of her childhood to the kitchens of France, Greece, and Turkey. My Life in France By Julia Child, Alex Prud'Homme Julia's struggles with the head of the Cordon Bleu, rejections from publishers to whom she sent her now-famous cookbook, a wonderful, nearly 50-year long marriage that took them across the globe. Yes, Chef By Marcus Samuelsson, Veronica Chambers Every Saturday afternoon, a boy who loves to cook walks to his grandmother’s house and helps her prepare a roast chicken for dinner. The grandmother is Swedish, a retired domestic. The boy is Ethiopian and adopted and grows up to become the world-renowned chef Marcus Samuelsson. Do you listen more than you talk? Do you enjoy thinking, exploring your thoughts and feelings? If you answered yes, then chances are you have more of an introverted personality. And you’re not alone – some of the most influential book characters have been those who prefer to be wallflowers, rather than seeing what life looks like from the dance floor. Perks of Being A Wallflower By Stephen Chbosky The Perks of Being a Wallflower is the story of what it’s like to grow up in high school. More intimate than a diary, Charlie’s letters are singular and unique, hilarious and devastating. The Unlikely Pilgrimage of Harold Fry By Rachel Joyce Recently retired, sweet, emotionally numb Harold Fry is jolted out of his passivity by a letter from Queenie Hennessy, an old friend, who he hasn't heard from in 20 years. She has written to say she is in hospice and wanted to say goodbye. Leaving home, Harold becomes convinced he must deliver his goodbye message in person to Queenie — who is 600 miles away — because as long as he keeps walking, Harold believes that Queenie will not die. Jane Eyre By Charlotte Bronte Orphaned into the household of her Aunt Reed at Gateshead, subject to the cruel regime at Lowood charity school, Jane Eyre nonetheless emerges unbroken in spirit and integrity. The Girl with the Dragon Tattoo By Stieg Larson Disgraced journalist Mikael Blomkvist is hired to investigate a missing person case but he quickly finds himself in over his head. He hires the gifted and conscience-free computer hacker Lisbeth Salander as his assistant — and the two unravel a dark and appalling family history, a vein of astonishing corruption, and an unexpected connection between themselves. Do you find yourself being the life of the party? If you like to socialize all the time, so do the main characters in the novels listed in the next four slides. Outspoken, adventurous and daring, these protagonists are the voices of a generation. Emma By Jane Austen Confident that she knows best, Emma schemes to find a suitable husband for her pliant friend Harriet, only to discover that she understands the feelings of others as little as she does her own heart. Anne of Green Gables By L. M. Montgomery The story of Anne, a young orphan in Avonlea and her adventures becoming of age, dealing with friends, adjusting to her new home, and overcoming school. The Fault in Our Stars By John Green Despite the tumour-shrinking medical miracle that has bought her a few years, Hazel has never been anything but terminal, her final chapter inscribed upon diagnosis. But when a gorgeous plot twist named Augustus Waters suddenly appears at Cancer Kid Support Group, Hazel’s story is about to be completely rewritten. The Mill on the Floss George Eliot As Maggie Tulliver approaches adulthood, her spirited temperament brings her into conflict with her family, her community, and her much-loved brother Tom. Are you fierce, ambitious and a go-getter? Are you looking for ways to further develop your career? Whether you’re just starting out in your career or looking for ways to advance, here are some books that will help guide you on your journey. Bossypants By Tina Fey From her youthful days as a vicious nerd to her life as a mother eating things off the floor, Tina Fey takes us behind the scenes of her every day (hectic) life. Lean In By Sheryl Sandberg In Lean In, Sheryl Sandberg examines why women’s progress in achieving leadership roles has stalled, explains the root causes, and offers solutions that can empower women to achieve their full potential. Steve Jobs Walter Isaacson Based on more than 40 interviews with Jobs conducted over two years, Walter Isaacson has written a riveting story of the roller-coaster life and searingly intense personality of a creative entrepreneur. The Best Advice I Ever Got: Lessons from Extraordinary Lives By Katie Couric Katie Couric distills the ingenious, hard-won insights of such leaders and visionaries as Maya Angelou, Jimmy Carter, Michael J. Fox, and Ken Burns, who offer advice about life, success, and happiness.  Share  Tweet  ✖ Advertisement Share this ✖ close Current Slide Follow Natasha Koifman on Twitter: www.twitter.com/natashankpr More: Personal Brand Personal Branding Personal Transformation Career Development Social Media Personality Personal Brand Development Most Popular 100 Pumpkin Carvings That Will Inspire You Pinterest Fried Maple Leaves Are A Delicacy In Japan, And We're Jealous Lens On Japan WATCH: HuffPost Readers School Us On Toronto's Real Must-Eats CookiesandTomatoes.com Toronto Dubbed Fourth Most Livable City In The World Getty Images One Of The World's 'Most Romantic Cities' Is Right Here In Canada Getty Images 33 Signs You Live In Liberty Village FLICKR: CARLOS PACHECO 8 Co-Workers You Really Don't Want To Deal With Creatas Images via Getty Images 30 Halloween Costumes For Kids That Are Too Cute For Words Pinterest 30 Cute Costumes For Pets That Will Make You Want More Pets Etsy Where to Find The Best Cheap Eats In Canada Guu 'Healthy' Cereals Ranked By How Much Sugar They Have Kellogs/Kashi/General Mills Fight Acne With.. Grapes? Jim Delillo via Getty Images How This Woman Went From Trendy Diets To Personal Trainer Abbie Hunt 20 Pumpkin Pie Ideas That Will Improve Your Thanksgiving Menu HP A First Nations Thanksgiving Could Be The Truest To History David Wolfman FOLLOW HUFFPOST Email Email Address Options HuffPost Daily Brief Living Get top stories and blog posts emailed to me each day.. Facebook HuffPost Living Twitter HuffPost Follow Living Follow Google Plus HuffPost Living RSS The Huffington Post Living All RSS / Feeds Phone Available on the App Store Android App on Google Play Get it at Blackberry App World Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search advertise log in make HuffPost your home page RSS careers FAQ user agreement privacy policy comment policy about us about our ads contact us Copyright ©2014 TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. "The Huffington Post" is a registered trademark of TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. All rights reserved. Part of AOL Lifestyle Use this form to alert a HuffPost editor about a factual or typographical error in this story. Notify message * Required * * * What kind of error is this? Choose an option Factual or typographical Comment moderation problem Rights and permissions Other * What is the correction? 0 count Describe the error here (1,000 character limit) * Type the words below so we know you are not a cyborg Sign me up for The Huffington Post's Daily Brief Thank you!)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=14104,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 1997 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 9, Number 4, Jan./Feb. 1997 Teaching Children is Labour Intensive by Janet Amsden "I'm sorry, Mrs. Jones, "I said. "Your son is going to have to repeat the grade. He simply hasn't mastered his addition facts, and his reading is below grade level. He spends too much time out of his seat. Perhaps next year he will pay more attention to his work. Of course, if his behavior doesn't improve..." It was 1974, and in a system where we teachers often presided over classes of 40 or more, such statements were still acceptable. Although class sizes were high then, expectations for teaching were not. I would have been surprised if Mrs. Jones had challenged my declaration that her child was not measuring up and suggested that I change my teaching. Her own school experience would have taught her that there were three basic strategies for dealing with students who did not keep pace with the curriculum: discipline, retention, or removal to a special setting. After all, we both knew that her son would not need high-school graduation to find gainful employment. However, if I were talking to Mrs. Jones today, I would say, "Mrs. Jones, please meet with me and the learning-assistance teacher. We are going to develop an individual educational plan for Tommy that will capitalize on his energy. We need your help to identify his strengths and motivations. We will be making changes to the program to ensure that he gets maximum benefit from his time in class. We will also arrange for him to have individual instruction in certain areas." The difference between the two statements to Mrs. Jones represents a quantum leap in the delivery of education. Key strategies teachers used for students who were not learning have been replaced or abandoned. We have redesigned discipline to motivate rather than intimidate. We have recognized that making students repeat a grade is ineffective. We have come to view separate classes as discriminatory. We have altered our teaching to make a system that conforms to the child rather than one that forces the child to conform to the system. With class sizes of 30 or less, we know our students much better than our teachers knew us. Education has become child centred, no longer teacher centred. The progress in teaching is no less significant but certainly less celebrated than progress in medicine or science over the same time span. However, that progress is poorly understood because, while we are able to see the immediate results of discoveries in disease control or technology, it will be at least a generation before the results of educational changes are apparent. To provide an education for every child, one that teaches the child to value and extend his or her talents, is labour intensive. Yet we are succeeding. More students than ever are graduating, and they are more literate in every sense of the word: in text, in numbers, and in technology. Small class sizes are vital to this success. Therefore, we must tell Mrs. Jones and her fellow taxpayers that their children and grandchildren, their future caretakers, are being taught, not only skills to make their living, but also the knowledge required to create our shared future. We must tell them that their own future depends on reasonable class sizes. Janet Amsden is president of the Maple Ridge Teachers' Association and a member of the Teacher Newsmagazine Advisory Board. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=27947,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 25, Number 1, September 2012   Rio +20 Dodging global sustainability using a green economy narrative  By Louise Gonsalvez   In June, 2012, world leaders, non-government agencies, Supreme Court judges, corporate executives, academics, Indigenous peoples, and a broad representation of civil society converged on Rio, Brazil, to attend meetings, conferences, and protest marches. Unfortunately, few leaders of the official Rio +20 summit were willing to move beyond national interest, corporate pressures, and green economy narratives thus disregarding their call to reconsider the trajectory that current economics, governance, and socio-environmental systems are taking us. Underpinning many of the dialogues was an accountability agenda that wanted to quantify ($$$) all systems (e.g., social, environmental, and cultural) rather than transform them. “Apparently worker bees are worth 190 billion dollars a year! Now we all know that when a bee or a butterfly pollinates a flower, it does not send you an invoice or issue a receipt” (Nnimmo Bassey, Nigerian activist, architect, and winner of the alternative Nobel Prize). What was lacking at these meetings was not only the moral and ethical imperative to make necessary changes, but also an epistemological vision and belief that another way of being (e.g., culturally, economically, and environmentally) is possible—something that is so smugly shirked by those who claim to know what isn’t possible and benefit substantially from perpetuating such a myth. On the brighter side, Rio’s People’s Summit provided an engaging forum for substantial dialogue on how we must rethink the cultural, social, environmental, and economic intersections of development, well-being, and prosperity and how we define each of these concepts. Flamingo Park provided an engaging space (flamboyant costumes, political signage, and large open tents) for civil society to address the complexities of sustainability (e.g., forums on water, population control, women’s empowerment, climate change, deforestation, Indigenous rights, poverty, alternative energy choices, food security, human rights), to network and organize solidarity activities such as lobbying government leaders to adopt new policies. Over 200 non-governmental agencies joined in the People’s Summit and all of them worked together to provide meaningful solutions to counter our infinite growth patterns that are at odds with our finite planet. There were a number of protest marches throughout the week and I was able to participate in one sponsored by local Brazilians. They were challenging the presence of Iranian President Ahmadinejad at the Rio Summit given his aggressive position on a number of human rights (e.g., homosexuality) and peace and security issues (e.g., Israel). There were a number of academic, corporate, and legal conferences taking place alongside the mainstream Rio +20 event. I attended and presented at the International Society for Ecological Economics Conference and the sessions were fabulous—the Prime Minister of Bhutan’s speech was profound). Many economists are seeking to integrate environmental, social, and cultural dynamics into economic practices, teaching, and learning. The Corporate Social Responsibility Conference in Rio brought upward of a thousand CEOs to the cosmopolitan contrasts of Rio (towering mountains/white-sand beaches; opulent hotels/tin-roofed flavalas; smoke-heaving trains of buses on Rio Branco Avenue/downtown bike paths along Ipanema, Guanabara, and Copacabana beaches). A very historic and little known meeting took place in Rio—the Supreme Court justices from various countries gathered for talks on sustainability. As Stanley Johnson of The Guardian states, “Yet this reporter can testify to the fact that Lord Carnwath's subtle chairing of one of the world congress’s key sessions led to possibly the congress’s most important recommendation, namely that it was time to strengthen public participation in decision-making, and also to improve access to justice and information. The session considered the vital role of the judiciary (including public prosecutors and auditors) in the implementation and enforcement of environmental law.” I believe Rio +20 has brought us to a convergence where activists, educators, researchers, policy-makers, courts of law, unions, and sustainability-minded corporations, and governments recognize that we need to transform the downward-spiraling economic models that are failing us. I look forward to exploring the newly emerging intersections—environmental justice, socio-economic sustainability, and law—as they pertain to oil spills in the Niger Delta. The Centre for International Law and Global Sustainability, University of Ottawa, is hosting a conference in the fall and has aksed me to present my paper.   Louise Gonsalvez, Sparwood Secondary School, Sparwood   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=21804,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 23, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 2010   “You make our lives better” Lessons in hope from Tamil refugee students  By Nancy Knickerbocker   Just after sunrise on August 13, 2010, the MV Sun Sea, a decrepit 59-metre cargo ship, docked in Esquimalt Harbour under tight security provided by two RCMP patrol boats and the watchful eyes of Canada Border Service agents. On board were 492 Sri Lankan refugee claimants, including two pregnant women, a six-month-old baby, and about 40 pre-school and school-aged children. Three Burnaby teachers watched the news with concern, but never imagined that they were about to begin the most unusual school year of their careers, teaching these very children who had endured months of ocean crossing with very limited food and water in a vessel that was far from seaworthy and now far from home. The arrival of the Sun Sea, the second ship carrying Tamil migrants to land on BC shores, created a tidal wave of controversy that swept across Canada. Public Safety Minister Vic Toews voiced suspicions that the ship was carrying members of the terrorist Tamil Tigers, and declared that every passenger would be assessed individually to ensure they were not engaged in criminal activity, including human smuggling. After initial medical examinations in Victoria, the male Tamils were transferred to a detention facility in Maple Ridge and the females were sent to the Burnaby Youth Custody Services Centre. The children were housed with their mothers. As September approached, the Burnaby school district was asked to provide educational services to the Tamil children, with joint funding from the Ministry of Education and the Ministry of Children and Families. Reno Ciofi, director of instruction in Burnaby, said he assembled “a dream team” of teachers with a wealth of special education and ESL expertise to work with this unique group of children. “I felt privileged to be asked to do it,” said Cora Kinoshita, who had honed her ESL skills just the past summer working with rural children in the Philippines. “We were very excited,” added Joan Peddie. “What an opportunity!” Kinoshita and Peddie each work part time with the 5- and 6 year-olds, while Pilar Spratt works full-time with the 7- to 12-year-olds. The teachers soon discovered that only a few of the children had had any access to education in Sri Lanka, and it wasn’t a very positive experience: “Canadian teachers nice. Sri Lankan teachers bad,” the children said. Pilar explained that “they’ve been physically disciplined in school back home, but not here.” The first lessons were about proper conduct in school—lining up, sharing, taking turns. “We needed to be firm,” said Peddie. “They didn't know any rules because they have never been to school before.” “But they’ve adapted really well… Now they are starting to remind one another of the rules!” Kinoshita said. “And they are so eager to learn, they’re just lapping it up.” Most of the children are Level One learners who are illiterate in their native Tamil language but it’s amazing how quickly they are progressing. “Some are so focused, with a great aptitude for languages,” Peddie said. “At first it may seem that the more extroverted students are the ones really getting it,” Spratt noted. “I had one student who at first was very withdrawn, but now he’s no longer shy and is willing to speak up. I can see that quite a bit has actually gone in. Some are real leaders in the group. After all, these kids have been together in close quarters for a long time.” All three teachers observed that the children understandably show a lot of interest in ships, and big boats frequently show up in their drawings. Do they seem traumatized by their perilous ocean crossing? “If there is trauma, we are not seeing evidence of it,” said Spratt, adding that the children seem particularly resilient and cheerful, shedding fewer tears than teachers see in typical Canadian schools. Classroom work so far has focused on concrete vocabulary, taught with some bilingual books, lots of props, and animated facial expressions. Calendar activities, the weather, colours of the rainbow, parts of the body and items of clothing, the importance of hand-washing, following directions, Canadian money, the numbers from one to ten (although some children already know one to a million), and different occupations and professions. All three of the teachers were impressed by the children’s high hopes for the future. “There are several future doctors and teachers in the group,” said Spratt. “They have aspirations and they are willing to work very hard. They have even asked for homework.” Their mothers are attentive to the children’s learning and daily express their thanks to the teachers, bowing with their hands held palms together as if in prayer. “It's so touching when they do that,” Kinoshita said, adding the moms often bring little treats. “You just see the appreciation and gratitude on the faces of the children and the parents,” said Ciofi. “It has to do with how our teachers work to establish a relationship with every child. The curriculum comes next. You can't be there for more than a few minutes before you start tearing up.” The teachers were especially moved to find a message for them written in sidewalk chalk on the playground. It said: “You make our lives better.” The mothers and children are occasionally taken for visits with the fathers, who are detained in Maple Ridge. What do they make of their situation? “They understand they are waiting for the immigration process to take place,” said Spratt. “Hearing” is a word they understand. They’ll say, for example: “Today father hearing.” Or: “Tomorrow release?” And indeed, some of the children and their parents have been released into the Canadian community. “I miss some of them already,” said Spratt. “In particular I had three siblings who were just so happy. Their joy is infectious, their wide smiles and bright eyes.” What about those Canadians who say these migrants are just queue-jumpers who should be sent back to Sri Lanka? “People are too caught up in where they stand on these issues,” Spratt says. “It’s the children we are providing this for. Children have rights, and we’re just there to help them.”  Nancy Knickerbocker is the BCTF media relations officer.   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/12/losing-public-control-of-public.html?showComment=1355327121107,Staffroom Confidential: Losing public control of public education Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Monday, December 10, 2012 Losing public control of public education We elect three different governments to look after different parts of our school system. Locally elected School Boards develop budgets, define policy, and manage the day to day running of Districts. Provincial governments set curriculum and most education policy. They create the legal and regulatory framework for schools. The federal government plays a role in Aboriginal education and French education. But there are others wanting a say in how schools are run and governed, and they were not chosen by you or me. They are the ever growing field of education lobby groups - both non-profit and corporately funded. Sadly, our governments are more and more adopting their ideas rather than those of their electorate. The earliest and perhaps most influential is the OECD (Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development), an organization of which Canada is a member. This organization is not neutral - it aims to foster global development through economic growth. It therefore has a focus on skills and training in relation to education. It is the OECD that conducts the international standardized PISA tests that compare students from different countries in reading, writing, math and science. Noticeably absent from the OECD education program is any mention of education beyond training for the workforce or the role of education  in fostering and enhancing democracy.The OECD looks through just one lens - economic development. There is the Global Education Leaders Partnership. This is a self-styled independent but corporate backed lobby group. GELP was instrumental in fostering and helping develop the BC education plan, behind closed doors. There is C21 Canada - again, a corporately funded lobby group whose objectives orient around technology integration and radical change to schooling. They describe themselves: “C21 Canada is a national, not for profit organization that advocates for 21st Century models of learning in education. The goal of C21 Canada is to witness an accelerated pace of 21st competencies, instructional practices, and digital resources and services being integrated into Canada’s learning systems. C21 Canada is a unique blend of national education associations and knowledge sector businesses united in their belief that 21st Century models of learning must be adopted in public education on an urgent basis to position Canadians for economic, social and personal success in the high skills, knowledge and innovation based economy.” C21 Canada is funded primarily by business: Dell, EF Educational Tours, IBM, McGraw-Hill Ryerson, Microsoft, Nelson Education, Oxford University Press, Pearson, Scholastic Education, Smart Technologies; as well as two non-profit groups: the Canadian School Board Association and the Canadian Education Association. Their discussion document, Shifting Minds: A 21st Century Vision for Public Education in Canada  provides insight into their values. Despite the claim that “Canadians would prefer to see a national learning vision founded on Canadian values and principles”  the content is remarkably similar to what has been articulated in both the US and the UK by similar corporately backed non-profit lobby groups. There is the promotion of 21st Century “competencies” - a shift from content based curriculum to skill based curriculum. They also promote “radical transformation”, envisioned as “core  elements  of  public  education  that  must  undergo  elements  of transformation. This systemic change must be strategic and focused to be successful.” It includes curriculum overhaul, changes in pedagogy, modifying the learning environment, changing school governance structures and citizen engagement.  There is a heavy focus on technology, including: “anytime, anywhere learning”, “personalized learning opportunities” for “all students”, a commitment that “on-line learning, blended learning and virtual schools must be pursued as viable and relevant options to meeting the needs of many learners”, and “assistive technologies to support the diversified needs of learners must be ubiquitous.” There are private consultants, to help you transform your education system. One is 21st Century Learning Associates, a private business run by John Kershaw, the former Deputy Minister of Education in New Brunswick. These consultants are ready to step in when governments hire them for “Strategic Planning: Visioning and strategic planning expertise and development services in the field of public education, including policy, legislative and regulatory.” But sometimes governments just go straight to the source: the corporations themselves. Manitoba has just announced their 21st Century Learning initiative: “The Ministry of Education of the Government of Manitoba is set to make a major announcement to encourage youth to pursue careers in technology on December 5. The Ministry, represented by Deputy Minister Dr. Gerald Farthing, as well as the Information and Communications Technology Council (ICTC), along with Google Canada, Cisco Canada and Canada’s Association of IT Professionals (CIPS) will host a launch event in Winnipeg to kick off a major initiative. ” The tsunami of education reform is coming our way, and it is coming not from the needs and wants of parents and students. It is coming from the plethora of individuals, private businesses, non-profit lobby groups and corporations who have something to gain. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 3:33 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 5 comments: AnonymousDecember 10, 2012 at 8:29 PM Awesome work.You know the score. You forgot Ontario! We're even worse. Look at Michael Fullan on Daily Censored.ReplyDelete ThielmannDecember 11, 2012 at 1:41 PM Great article... like many others, I'm so glad you take the time to explore these issues... two thing stuck out for me, maybe you could provide further thoughts: “Canadians would prefer to see a national learning vision founded on Canadian values and principles” (from http://www.c21canada.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/11/Shifting-Minds-Revised.pdf p.3) -- what Canadian values do you think they are trying to appeal to? It kind of reminded me of how the Harper State appeals to nationalism and the Canadian Way (which they seek to redefine along party lines). On the other hand, how do we define the "needs and wants of parents and students?" Our education system serves many masters, including the global economy, so I suppose it will always be a battleground of values. "There is the promotion of 21st Century “competencies” - a shift from content based curriculum to skill based curriculum." -- why is this a corporate perspective? Do you see an agenda, beyond relevance, to the shift to competencies? I can think of a couple of reasons, but I'm curious to hear your perspective.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeDecember 11, 2012 at 1:57 PM Alfie Kohn has a very good book...What does it mean to be educated...that delves into that question. I also think you can look to private schools. Interestingly, parents want, and private schools offer, small classes, solid curriculum based on academics, a variety of well funded arts and sports programs, school trips. They are not nearly so subject to flavour of the day edu-fads. I also think the Charter for Public Education Network...which went through a process of actually asking parents and community members, is a good place to look. Obviously, not one answer to that question. But yes...the neo-Liberal vision, Friedman vision...whatever you call it, sees education as primarily job training. The Harper vision is probably even more insidious...it certainly does contain nationalism and reactionary ideas. Schools have a dual function - they can provide skills and knowledge that enable growth and fulfillment and emancipation but also they indoctrinate to the prevailing viewpoints. Just like religion, this can serve a progressive or a reactionary agenda, depending on the circumstance. On competencies...I am just writing my next post on that topic! I will leave it for there.Delete ThielmannDecember 11, 2012 at 2:42 PM Looking forward to your next post! I'm interested to see what gets published from the Ministry as a result of their community dialogue on grad requirements. I'd like to walk a group of students through a variety of "expectations" from their community, society, selves, parents, teachers, etc. and have them decide on a set of values they wish to appeal to in their self-assessment. Let's face it, as much as we all teach the same curriculum, the values we usually hold up as curricular goals are often our own. Sometimes that's a good thing.Delete Reply RitaDecember 12, 2012 at 7:45 AM Your posts make me think! Thank you. I am a transplant from BC into Saskatchewan. I definitely saw this in BC, but I see Saskatchewan following down the same road. The division I am in is adopting a framework from Ken O'Connor, "The Grade Doctor". I was wondering where the Fraser Institute fits into this scenario.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ▼  December (3) A tribute to #idlenomore When skills trump content Losing public control of public education ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/issues/research.aspx?id=5800&printPage=true,BCTF > School B: Case Study of a Coquitlam elementary school’s approach to inclusion and ESL  	Untitled Page  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Issues in Education > Inclusive Education > Research Project “School B”: Case Study of a Coquitlam elementary school’s approach to inclusion and ESL by Jill Sully March 2003 Introduction I spent a day at “School B” in early February, 2003. At that time I was able to speak with the Resource/Learning Assistance teacher, the ESL teachers, the Youth Worker, the secretary, and the Principal, and interview three very experienced classroom teachers. Many of the staff were also present after school to complete the questionnaire prepared by the BCTF Research Department. This report will loosely follow the case study data collection areas provided to the Coquitlam teachers working in the BCTF research project (see Appendix 1). This report will share data as well as stories and insights about how the significant changes in funding, staffing, and contract language introduced by the current provincial Liberal government have affected the teaching and learning conditions of this school. I will discuss the student population and staffing numbers and then report about changes and staff responses to the changes as revealed in the interviews. Student and school demographics School B is an older elementary school in Port Coquitlam, which has undergone two major updates/renovations in less than ten years. As of February 4, 2003 there were 330 students enrolled. In addition, since September, 2002, 86 students have either entered or exited the school. In January alone, 10 students entered or left the school. There is an element of transience in the school culture that results in substantial paperwork and additional time for staff who are required to prepare students (and paperwork) for arrival in or exiting from the school. There is a wide range of ministry-designated students with special needs at School B, as reported by the student services (Resource/LA) department head teacher: 38 students are officially designated with a special need. The total reaches 43 including those designated Gifted. In Category C, Moderately Intellectually Delayed, there are 3 students, 2 in Grade 5 and one in Grade 2. These students require specific planning for Life Skills. In Category D, Chronic Health, 3 students are identified. One child is in Kindergarten, one is in Grade 2 and one is in Grade 3. The student in Grade 3 has a unique medical diagnosis called Fetal Val Proate, and also exhibits Oppositional Defiant Disorder (ODD) and Obsessive Compulsive Disorder (OCD) behaviours. One child in Grade 3 falls under Category F, with a significant hearing loss, which means the child can access support from one of the district itinerant teachers who work in our schools with students who have hearing issues. Three students are assessed in Category H, Severe Behaviour, and inter-ministerial (i.e., Ministry of Children and Family Development, psychologists, pediatricians) planning takes place with the school counsellor writing the extensive, detailed plan, providing direct support for behavioural change and monitoring progress. Two students fall under Category K, Mildly Intellectually Delayed, and both are in Grade 4. Twenty-five students are identified in Category Q, now broadly described as Learning Disabilities, when previously many of these students were assessed with Severe Learning Disabilities. Twelve of these students are enrolled in a district class which is an all-day, all-year classroom model, and the students’ specific challenges are based upon language/learning disabilities. Thirteen of these twenty-five students are enrolled in regular classes in the school. There are five students assessed under Category P, Gifted students. Six students fall under Category R, Moderate Behaviour, and three students in Category H (Severe Behaviour) require an extensive behaviour plan and evidence of specific support from specialist staff, including the counsellor and the Resource teacher for some of the learning and behavioural challenges. In all, the Resource teacher and the counsellor write 34 Individual Education Plans (IEPs), as well as nine Individual Behaviour Plans (IBPs). The District Language Class teacher writes the 12 individual plans for his students. 34 + 9 + 12 students requiring plans = 55 individual plans for these students. 55/330 = 16.66% of the school population with significant needs reflected in individual planning processes. While the official ministry data show 12% of the school’s population (38 students) as designated special needs, the higher number of plans actually written reflects higher levels of special needs than are shown in ministry data. These numbers exclude the students who are not identified but who need Learning Assistance support in order to function and meet the learning outcomes in their classes. The Resource teacher also reported that 12 students are waiting for psycho-educational assessments. None of the 12 students currently fit any Ministry designation. These students are in their classrooms, working on modified academic programs written by the Resource teacher but with only a minimum of support. Four of these students are in Grade 5, three in Grade 4, two are in Grade 3, one in Grade 2 and, two are in Grade 1. Psycho-educational assessments, completed by our district psychologists, provide the teachers and parents with specific information about the child, and may result in additional support depending upon the outcome of the assessment. They also inform us about how best to meet the academic and social needs of the learner. Without them we are often without a “roadmap” and unable to provide the best service to these students. To know that 12 students in an already very “needy” school are on hold makes the demands on school staff most challenging! There are 96 students who are designated ESL learners. In addition, there are three International students enrolled this year. Fifty of the ESL students are functioning at a beginner (Level 1–3) level and receive direct pull-out support from the ESL specialist teachers. Others will receive in-class consultation and materials to enhance their English skills under the supervision of the classroom teacher. These students have arrived from many parts of the world, and some are born in Canada. The majority of the students or their families are from the Philippines, China, Taiwan, and Eastern Europe, including Croatia, Romania, and Poland. Several are from the Middle East (mostly Iran) and speak Persian or Arabic. The native languages of the other handful of students are Korean, Spanish, Japanese, Punjabi, and Baluchi. School B is a very multicultural school. Finally, in terms of context, School B is deemed an inner city school, based on its neighbourhood and the student population’s low socioeconomic status. This status results in some additional supports for the students. There is a full time Youth Worker assigned to the school who works in concert with the counsellor throughout the day to provide support to students in a variety of ways. School B also has a meal program for its students which is provided to students at minimal or no cost depending on the family’s ability to pay. School B’s student population is very needy, and includes high numbers of students with special needs, and ESL students. These two groups alone constitute over 40% of the total student population. In addition to these two groups, there are many students with additional needs who are not designated. Staffing There are 21 teaching staff in the school this year, two fewer than last year. While student full-time-equivalent (FTE) numbers fell by 10.77%, FTE educator numbers fell by 11.87%. Cuts have therefore been made to staffing which are greater than the reduced numbers of students. Fewer staff are teaching proportionately more students this year than last. The 1.0 Music position in the school has been eliminated this year because of inadequate funding. The Music program has been an important part of the school culture for ten years, and the loss is keenly felt throughout the school. Four of the staff are part-time, including the Speech and Language Pathologist (SLP) (0.4 – two days per week), the school Counsellor (0.6 – three days per week), one of the ESL teachers (0.4 ESL, 0.1 Gifted/Resource) and the Learning Assistance teacher (0.2) Other support staff include the Resource/Skill Development teacher (0.7/0.3) and the other ESL teacher (0.9 ESL/0.1 Learning Assistance). One staff member works 0.6 in the library and 0.4 in Computers. The Principal is full-time. There are 14 classroom teachers and 15 divisions, including a morning/afternoon Kindergarten class (two divisions). My interviews with the teachers who support the classroom teachers were most informative. The Resource/Skill Development teacher also acts as department head, a position shared with one of the ESL staff, which brings with it a small monetary incentive and considerable expectations for providing leadership in student services for the school. She is new to the position, has been a classroom teacher for six years, and assumed this new assignment by choice. Because of the number of designated students (and those waiting for assessments) she finds the workload excessive. As an aside, the position would be daunting even to a “seasoned” Student Services teacher. She has worked hard to apprise herself of the myriad pieces of paperwork and meetings that are required in order to be ready for the eventuality of a ministry audit, which is a constant pressure and the main reason for much of the paperwork she has to complete. She has also attended in-service opportunities after school at Winslow Centre (a district resource centre, much cut from previous years) in order to support her work. All of the support this teacher provides to students is on a pull-out basis in the school’s Learning Centre. On Tuesday mornings she attends the weekly School Based Team meeting to discuss and plan for those students in the school on IEPs. When she works with students in the Learning Centre, most of them are on fully-modified programs for their academic work. She sees several small groups of students throughout the day from various classes who are each working on different assignments for Math and Language Arts. Her role in this teaching time is to monitor each child’s work, prepare them for the next set of skills and content, and then send them to class where they will complete the assignments independently. She says (and the classroom teachers concur) that the work these students are doing is quite different from the rest of the class. When work is modified we generally understand that it is at least two years below grade level, so in some ways these students are socially included in the classroom but academically are working quite separately to the rest of the class. Although she was not in this Student Services position last year, she was a classroom teacher at the school, and her perception is that the number of students needing support this year has significantly increased. She would like to see more time provided for Skill Development. Currently she is very dissatisfied with what she is able to do because of the numbers of students needing help and the limited time she can allocate to them. This is largely because Life Skills support is very different from academic skill support which she is able to do, albeit at a minimal level. She noted that 1.5 teaching positions in Resource/Learning Assistance have disappeared from School B over the last three years, without a comparable population decline in the numbers of students needing Learning Assistance. This erosion of service is significant and will definitely impact the learning and working conditions in the school. She also indicated that a lot of the professional practices recommended for student support are impossible to implement. For example, when IEPs and IBPs are being written, pre-conferencing is recommended with parent(s), classroom teacher(s), support staff, administration, and appropriate specialists (i.e., the Speech/Language Pathologist, Hearing/Vision Resource teachers). Unless a parent insists, this is not taking place because of time constraints and the high number of plans, and because of the removal of contract language that previously provided release time to write individual plans. The current process is that the Resource teacher writes the plan, based on prior information gleaned from the G-4 file1 and other documentation that may be sent to the school. She passes it on to the relevant staff involved in seeing that the goals on the plan are met (SLP, classroom teacher, SEA) and then sends it home to be signed by the parent and returned to school for photocopying and reference. Cuts in staffing, reduced time allocations, and fragmentation of specialist support roles for areas such as Special Education, ESL, and Learning Assistance are therefore negatively affecting planning and pedagogical practices. When asked if she plans to continue in the position next year, this teacher replied that if the position is cut to less than 1.0 FTE she will return to the classroom. If it remains at 1.0 FTE she will stay simply because she has invested so much time and in-service and would like to apply what she has learned and build upon it. ESL support My interviews with the ESL teachers revealed that their time has been reduced this year. The reduction in ESL support amounts to a 0.5 FTE position. Again, the number of students has not proportionately decreased. Each of the current ESL teachers has assumed other duties to fulfill their contractual time. Between them they have assumed some Gifted/Resource/Learning Assistance time. The ESL assignment brings with it a profusion of paperwork, most of it linked to accountability should an audit take place. AIPs (Annual Instructional Plans) provide the teachers with a framework for type of service, goals, and resources to be used in order to address the goals. These documents require collecting a considerable amount of detailed student information, including country of birth, native language, and years of ESL service received. At times it becomes onerous tracking this information, particularly if students arrive from other districts and the history is not readily available. Assessments are also required for all students on school lists and some of these forms, especially for new students, are very time-consuming. Finally, although not all identified students receive direct service, ESL teachers meet with the classroom teachers five times each year to discuss each child on the class “consultative” list and provide documentation about progress and strategies to support these students. All of the aforementioned documents must be signed by all teachers who work with the students, and until this year all documents needed to be copied for the classroom teacher as well as the G-4 file. With budget cuts there is less copying, but covers of assessments and AIPs are recommended for duplication. Reduction of staff time for ESL, the combining of ESL and other responsibilities such as Learning Assistance, is diluting the effectiveness of providing ESL specialist support in the school this year. Learning Assistance The Learning Assistance time adds up to 0.5 FTE, and three staff members are providing this service. It would seem quite “scattered” to have three people sharing a 0.5 assignment, and provides further evidence of the fragmentation of specialist support during this school year. Once 25 hours of service has been provided an IEP must be in place so the three teachers who provide this service do so on a limited/needs basis and then return the students to core classes once the mandated 25 hours has been met. Small groups of students receive one or two blocks a week of service. Support for the Gifted The support for Gifted students amounts to 0.1 FTE or three blocks a week, and service is provided to five students identified through Ministry and district policy. The teacher sees her group of students in a small group and provides programming for them. The role of the Counsellor Although the Counsellor was absent during the day that I visited, I have collected data on other occasions and she tells me that her work is largely crisis management. She is unable to provide the social/interpersonal counselling support that is seen in some schools, simply because the students and families at School B have very demanding profiles. The following example is included to illustrate this. At the end of the day there were some students (siblings) at the office speaking to the secretary. Within a short time the Principal arrived and asked the students if they were ready. He then drove them home! I learned that the mother was often unable to get to the school to pick up her students so the plan in place was for the Principal to drive them. Again, in my experience this is a unique situation. I also observed during my visit that the Counsellor’s room is also a very busy venue at lunch each day. Here, students arrive in quite good numbers for their medication (for ADD/ADHD) and to stay throughout lunch in order to receive support for behavioural/interpersonal issues. This is not punitive in nature. It is a constructive time where unstructured time is managed under the direction of very capable adults. Role-plays, games, and conversations as well as eating lunch together, appear to be at the heart of this daily noon-hour experience. The Youth Worker indicated that one of the students on the counselling caseload was a student who had just returned from the District Social Adjustment Program (SAP). Regrettably, no transition was in place so that the arrival of this child has been quite disruptive and difficult for the receiving classroom teacher. Indeed, the student probably feels quite out of place as well without adequate strategies to include him in a new and unfamiliar setting. Youth Workers and Special Education Assistants There are several student support staff. The Youth Worker’s hours are 8:45 a.m. to 2:15 p.m. The Youth Worker has a unique position in the school and in my conversation with her I learned that if she is absent due to illness, unlike the SEAs, she will not be replaced. This is a cost saving to the district. Unfortunately, the students with whom she works don’t typically become ill to coincide with her illness so students are, of course, without needed support at times. Her time is designated to many of the students who are on behaviour plans and she works with some of them, under the direction of the Counsellor, to develop social/friendship skills. There are currently four Special Education Assistants (SEAs), whose work is to support designated students with special needs and/or classes. One of these SEAs works in the Language Class, although some of her support is taken away from that assignment so that she is able to work as a noon supervisor at the school. Her hours are 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Another SEA is assigned to work with the students with the medical (Chronic Health) diagnosis in Grade 3 (Fetal Val Proate). Her hours are 9:15 a.m. to 2:45 p.m. Another SEA staff person works with a Grade 1 child who presents as having autism (Behaviour). His hours are 8:30 a.m. to 3:15 p.m. and some of his time is assigned to playground supervision. While there are four SEAs assigned to School B, as well as a Youth Worker, the hours are worthy of discussion. As noted, most of these support staff work during the designated teaching time. This means that time to plan, discuss progress, access materials, etc., is unavailable. This is the case in most of our schools and what happens is that conversations for planning and monitoring take place in a very haphazard manner. Although creative problem-solving might entail discussions over coffee during breaks, the support staff is often supervising students on the playground as part of their assignment. Communication opportunities, which are at the heart of sound professional practice, simply must take place on what I like to describe as a “drive-by” (“Hi! How’s it going? Keep up the good work!”) basis. This can be a source of staff friction. The depth of communication is not possible and lack of time to adequately plan can make good service delivery impossible. I recall when there was time before and after school for teachers and their support staff to talk and plan together. Finally, the fourth SEA worked with a child in Grade 2 with serious medical issues (i.e., life-threatening seizures). This child left the day I visited. School B staff knew about the transfer/move only because the receiving school (out of district) called to notify them on the morning of the relocation. His medication was still in School B, and staff were frantically filling out transfer forms for this child during recess, at lunch, and after school. This is an example of the transience of the school population and how the staff responds in ways that can only be reactive, rather than pro-active in terms of transition for an “at risk” student. This child’s SEA time has been transferred to a Kindergarten student who is deemed violent, exhibiting observably destructive behaviour in the classroom setting. Despite the significant numbers of “high incidence” students at School B, there is no “high incidence” SEA time for them. A final concern for many of the non-teachingsupport staff is that each year there is a “bidding war” for hours/positions in the district that results in what is widely known as “bumping” of SEAs. This means that some of the support staff who have built relationships in the school may find themselves at another school, not by choice, while another new support staff member joins that staff, necessitating new orientation and/or training and scheduling. Class composition The class composition at School B has changed dramatically this year. With the loss of language to ensure that maximum numbers of students are enrolled in classes, the school is largely over previously agreed-to limits. Please see the attached Coquitlam Teachers’ Association Survey (Appendix 2). Grades 2 to 5 are severely impacted. Previously, we were able to accommodate some of our ministry-designated students, with the provision that fewer students would be enrolled to allow for the anticipated time and individual planning needed for these students. The “new era” in education alludes to the flexibility to structure classes, but there is no understanding of the negative impact so evident in these classes. Not only has the cap of 30 students per class been lifted for Intermediate-aged students, but there is no limit to the numbers of students with special needs to be included in classes. I believe that the data in Appendix 2 sums up the challenges facing School B this year. Two Grade 5 classes are above the previous class-size limit, each with 32 students and with three and four identified students. The two Grade 4 classes enroll 30 students each and both have three designated students. Prior to Bills 27 and 28, provision would have been made for reduced class size and/or for a maximum and manageable number of students with special needs in any class, but this provision has been removed. One of the Grade 3 classes is well above limits previously embedded in contract language for enrolling students with special needs. Similarly, both Grade 2 classes exceed earlier contractual limits for including designated students with special needs. Without any guarantee of class size (in grades 4 to 7) or limits to class composition, it looks like School B is facing a significant challenge with more students in classes, and more students with special needs in some classes. District Language Class The District Language Class is composed of students from grades 1 to 5. This model meets previous class size limits for students in special programs. Meetings occur throughout the year to place students in this program. Recently, six students were presented as candidates. Each school representative hoping to place a student in this class who spoke on behalf of their prospective students was reported as being “desperate”, saying, “Our school and teacher just need more, and we are hoping that you will consider our student.” One of the professionals on the screening team recognized the need for more support for these students, and asked the Language Class teacher if he would consider taking one more child, bringing the total to 13. The teacher replied with, “I would want to speak to the Coquitlam Teachers’ Association, because I understand that 12 is the limit for my type of program.” The response was that, in fact, there is no longer a limit to the number of students who can enroll in specialized programs. Fortunately, one of the administrators on the screening committee said that she felt that increasing the number of students in this class would interfere with its integrity. The six students await a decision for placement next September, but other screening meetings will occur for this program and as the number of referrals increases, priorities will have to be made for placement. One of the District Language Classes closed last year, so the remaining one is pressured to accommodate a larger number of referrals. While numbers in this class were not increased this year, there are concerns that such an increase may occur in the future, as there are no policy or contractual limits to the size of the class. Classroom teacher interviews On the afternoon of my visit, I was able to interview three classroom teachers, each for a 40-minute period. Each of these teachers has been part of the school staff for at least seven years. Their level of commitment and dedication is admirable. However, during the conversations there seemed to be a spirit of resignation, exhaustion, and even despair among each of the three classroom teachers. I asked about class composition, designated students, and those students who were not designated but still “needy”. I also asked about levels of service, adaptations and modifications, support staff issues, the impact of accountability contracts, comments about the nature of inclusion in their classroom, interest in volunteer activities, and just a general impression about this year in relation to prior years. Each of the teachers was most eager to discuss the issues and I think this process gave them a glimmer of hope that this process of data collection offers a voice for their concerns and may even offer some solutions. Each had different insights about the teaching profession and how we include diverse learners in our classrooms. Grade 5 teacher One of the Grade 5 teachers enrolls 32 students. He has been a teacher at School B for ten years. Four of his students work on fully-individualized modified programs and are unable to work on the lessons and activities that he plans and implements. Two students are supported on a pull-out basis twice a week by the ESL staff. One student works on adapted work, meeting the learning outcomes but with documentation that allows him to be successful by doing some of his work differently. Seven students in his class receive learning assistance and he indicated that two others need this support as well but have not been to the School Based Team yet to see what support they may be able to access. He finds it challenging to successfully include his students who are on modified programs in his classroom. The level of need is very high, and while he is monitoring and cueing these students, the rest of the class is waiting and being asked to work independently while he helps his neediest students and keeps them on-task. At times he feels that some of the work for the students on modified programs is colouring or activities just to keep them busy because they, too, must work on their own at times while he is attending to the rest of his class. The students who receive Learning Assistance are, in his view, the most difficult to support. This is because he often has to provide considerable extra instruction to these students while the more capable students, who are ready to move on, must patiently wait until it is evident that a particular part of the lesson is adequately understood. This year is very different for this teacher, with more than 30 students and the number and level of students with special needs that he is expected to accommodate. The Foundation Skills Assessments (FSAs) carried out last year when he taught Grade 4 were seen as “horrendous” in terms of preparing students for a very intimidating assessment experience. He reported that with the new accountability contracts have eroded Professional Development autonomy, because they are largely connected to the FSA results. In expressing his views about inclusion of students with special needs, he claims that it is not working successfully due to lack of time, reduced direct service for these students, as well as the type of class composition that is so pervasive this year. His commitment to volunteer activities in the school is gone, and teaching the diverse students in his class this year is his priority. He thinks it will take time before the full impact of the loss of the Music program is felt. It was a significant part of the culture at the school. Grade 3 teacher The Grade 3 teacher with whom I spoke has been in the profession for over 25 years, many of them at School B. She has six identified students in her class as well as seven Learning Assistance students, who are seen for two 40-minute blocks a week. Her beginning ESL student is seen once a day for 40 minutes by the ESL specialist, while her more advanced ESL student is seen for one 40-minute block each week. Her two students who work on a modified program receive pull-out resource room service for three 40-minute blocks each week. She has two students in behaviour categories, one of whom generates SEA time. Last year this child did not receive this type of support. One of her students is moderately intellectually delayed and so works on a modified program with some help from the resource teacher. This class is extremely diverse in its composition. The teacher considers the work in her classroom to have become increasingly difficult and complex, with huge gaps in students’ ability levels, and excessive need for individualizing more work for a range of students without time for monitoring the individual goals and growth. She echoed the opinion of the Grade 5 teacher, saying that there is a noticeable change this year in terms of “flexibility”, and that the level of service for students with special needs has decreased. With flexibility comes the option of allowing more than the previously allowable number of designated students to be enrolled in classes. It also allows the previous caps for class size in Intermediate to be in excess of 30 as there are now district averages for classes. She believes that many of the students who receive little or no service at School B would probably access help in the less-needy schools. She believes that there simply are too many students in the school with too little support. In her class she finds that the students on the ministry list for behaviour are the most challenging. Their oppositional, disruptive influence takes a toll on the entire learning climate. She also commented that such students are demanding and that often there is little or no support from home to help these students become more responsible. With the virtual closure of Winslow Centre, there are fewer in-service opportunities to address some of the learning concerns in classrooms. When asked about support for students with special needs, she indicated that once a month (sometimes every other month, depending on internal staff coverage) there is one 40-minute block for consultation. This amount of time seems almost futile in relation to the excessive needs of this classroom. Although an SEA is assigned to this classroom for one of the students, this teacher indicated that there is an expectation that the SEA be self-directed and independent, as there is no designated time for planning and communicating. This is largely because SEA contracts have limited hours, and those hours are predominantly spent with students. The accountability contracts take away from preparing and teaching, according to this teacher. There is no built-in time to address these mandated documents, so it seems to be done on the teachers’ time right now. As with many areas, accountability is an “add-on” expectation, with no time allocated to considering the accountability contracts. When asked for a general comment about the success of the philosophy of inclusion, this teacher says that she would like to see diverse models. Simply placing students in neighbourhood schools is not adequate. Some students need different environments, different instruction, and she suggested that we should be looking at individual needs, not globally assigning students to classrooms without adequate resources and time to properly support them. In her classroom she does not feel confident in providing the needed strategies and resources for her wide range of learners. Many need specific individualized instruction and this is not available at this time. This teacher has a very strong background in special education and many years of classroom experience but at this time sees the demands on her to be excessive and lack of attention to class composition problematic. With the loss of the Music program this year, she suggested that many teachers are now purchasing materials to provide this curriculum to their students and many are not comfortable with teaching music. Her interest in providing volunteer time to the school has waned. Although last year the school did not participate in the traditional Port Coquitlam Maypole dance, this year she has decided to resume this activity because in this school she believes it is a way for these students to “shine” and have a positive community experience. She will fulfill most of the preparation for her class in her Music/Gym blocks. Her final comments emphasize that this year is different than previous years. There are more students with high needs, less service in the school, and there is pressure to “measure up” under the structure of the accountability contracts. This teacher is very worried about the future, since this focus on accountability with reduced supports appears unprecedented and worrying. Grade 4 teacher The Grade 4 teacher also has a very diverse class. With thirty students, three of whom are ministry-designated, this year is very different for her. She has IEPs for these three students who are on modified programs. These students receive four 40-minute blocks a week of support on a pull-out basis with the resource teacher. There are also three students who work on individualized adapted programs and they receive a small amount of Learning Assistance support. Another child has been diagnosed with Tourette’s Syndrome (but is not designated) and requires excessive support from the teacher as he is very demanding. She indicates that many of her students are achieving at a very basic level and would benefit from additional support, but they remain largely undesignated. The ability of the classroom teacher to manage the individual plans and needs of her students is limited. She finds her work more time-consuming and emotionally draining than in previous years. Often there is a need to repeat instruction for some of the students when they are learning new material, even if it has been reviewed in the learning centre. At these times the other students are left to work independently, at times on “down time” as they await further instructions. This teacher finds that the organization and time needed to properly plan for this diverse class is overwhelming. In her view, this year is different compared to previous years because there are no limits to the number and type of students who can be placed in classrooms. As well, in the Intermediate classes there is only a district average for class size, so 30 is no longer necessarily the maximum number for these classes. There are also students who are not yet properly identified and who therefore receive little or no service, but need it. She expressed concern about the closure of Winslow Centre, which has been a source of in-service and materials to support her work. When I asked her what type of support or composition she would like, she was very clear about two things. She said, “I want fewer students in my class (smaller class size) and I want fewer student with special needs. We cannot provide the learning strategies and monitoring needed for their success.” There is also the concern that students who are able to learn in typical classroom environments are not accessing what they need as some of the students with special needs require so much attention. Her response to the demands incurred by the accountability contracts and FSAs was that they both demand valuable planning and teaching time, and she wonders about their usefulness. Grade 4 teachers take classroom time to orient and rehearse their students in the administration of the tests, and from her perspective their validity is questionable. When I asked for a general comment about inclusion at this time she indicated that while she generally believes it is a positive goal, it needs to be adequately supported. She also suggested that some students need a different model, especially those students who need specific life skills. With the changes in our contract, she felt that meaningful, genuine educating of all students is becoming impossible. This teacher is no longer taking part in volunteer activities and is no longer interested (this year) in being department head, as the implication is that leadership for extra programs (sports, etc.) will be provided. Her focus now is on teaching her students, which takes more time and energy than in previous years. A significant comment from this teacher is that she does not necessarily want more SEA time, because these support staff do not replace teachers. Their mandate is to support specific students, but ultimately the teachers have the professional role of planning, teaching, and assessing students. This point was important for her. She felt that teachers need to retain their professional responsibilities, and the appropriate strategy for successful inclusion of all students is not simply to add more paraprofessionals to the mix. Conclusion At this time, February, 2003, and from the perspective of many teachers who work at School B Elementary, this inner city school has been severely affected by legislation and funding decisions that have negatively impacted how the school provides support for students with special needs, and for ESL students. With larger class size and no limits to class composition, there are increased difficulties in meeting students’ needs, and severe strains on teachers in this very needy school. Until now there has been a strong commitment by a core of teachers to work at School B and meet the daily challenges of this unique school. This dedication is wavering as teachers here believe that larger number of students with special needs are enrolled in many classes without appropriate supports. There is an overwhelming sense of much more being asked of both classroom and specialist support teachers, but evidence of less support being offered to them. It is both the reduced capacity to meet students’ needs, and the increased workload and stress, that are causing teachers to express resignation and despair. School B teachers are used to dealing with diversity and deprivation in their student population. Indeed, many teachers have thrived on such a combination of challenges in the past. But they are saying that this year is substantively different: it is more difficult to meet students’ needs, and it is more stressful for them as teachers. This is not a generalized or political argument but one backed by data. There are fewer teachers in the school. There are reduced time allocations for areas such as ESL, Learning Assistance, and Special Education. More teachers are combining roles without training or time to develop approaches in areas which are new to them. Classroom teachers have more students in their classes, and are negatively impacted by no limits to class composition. They report concerns with Accountability Contracts and FSA tests, both of which make them more accountable while they have more students and less support. In School B there is also a belief that teachers are propping up an underfunded and under-resourced school. Their efforts are extraordinary, as they do their best to meet the considerable needs of students in their classes or caseloads by working long hours, changing approaches to meet needs, and even by using their own money to provide resources for which there is no other support. But these efforts come at a cost to them professionally, when they change practice to survive, and personally, when they work too many hours to meet every need but their own, or spend their own money when programs are cut. For an inner-city school such as this one, the changes this year appear devastating for both students and teachers. The efforts of teachers here are beyond what should be expected and are simply unsustainable. Teachers in the school are very concerned that services to the most needy students will continue to decline in the future, with further negative impacts at this school. They also hope to have their voices heard through this project, so that further negative impacts on students and teachers can be avoided. The philosophy of including students in neighbourhood schools has been mandated for some time. There has been a lack of proper funding since the inception of this mandate, but the level of support this year is at an all-time low. Diverse students need diverse models for their learning success and there is no panacea for how this takes place. Without adequate supports and with no contract language around class size and composition, this ideal of including and meeting the needs of all students in neighbourhood schools may become impossible to maintain. We are facing a future where students may appear to be included, but whether meaningful learning and success are taking place is doubtful. Appendices Appendix 1: Data collection approaches (BCTF Research)      a. Case Study data collection      b. Role of the specialist teacher data collection Appendix 2: Coquitlam Teachers’ Association class composition data for School B Elementary, 2002-03 _______________________ 1 G-4 file is the student’s official file with reports cards, personal data, confidential information, etc., which is kept at the school and follows the child as s/he moves to other schools in the district. [Back] Appendix 1a: Case Studies: Areas for data collection In each school and for both projects, the aim will be to: Consider how each area of focus has evolved over time Consider what’s different this year Include a dual focus on special needs and ESL in all areas of data collection The areas below are general guides in terms of possible areas for data collection. Teacher researchers may use all or some of these areas to collect data for their Case Study. School demographics a. Students Total student numbers (headcount) Designated numbers of students with special needs by category Designated ESL students Designated students enrolled in core/elective courses International students Cultural mix of students Approach: Interview with specialist support teacher or key informant: show them 1701 data and ask: What do you notice about these numbers and how they’ve changed this year? How have the numbers/changes affected your job? How have they affected school staff in general? b. Staffing Total teaching staff (headcount and FTE) ESL/Special needs support staffing (headcount and FTE) AO staffing levels Specialist teachers choosing/forced to become classroom teachers Where cuts took place in staffing - Library? Special Ed? Approach: Interview with specialist support teacher or key informant: show them 1701 data and ask: What do you notice about these numbers and how they’ve changed this year? How have the numbers/changes affected your job? How have they affected school staff in general? c. Community SES levels Cultural mix Class size and class composition data Compare last year and this year’s data Focus explicitly on the classes where designated students with special needs/ESL students are placed, or school-wide data collection? Include data on split/multi-grade classes Approach: Check five or six teacher views on class size/Composition with this question: What are the changes in class size and composition and how have they affected your ability to meet students’ needs? The integration of students with special needs by category - school-wide approach for students with special needs and ESL students * Fully or partly integrated? Resource room model? Use of specialist support staff who are school-based Use of Special Education Assistantss, and info re hours, numbers, allocation (to one or several students) Other specialist supports – district staff, SLPs, etc. Guiding forces – are there advocates for students wirh special needs, or for inclusionary approaches? If so, what have they done? Is in-service/professional development available and used by teaching staff, TAs Use of technology/media Development of resources Physical facility – how this supports or reduces integration Attitudes and views of integration Issue of ESL students with additional needs - assessments Approach: This section will best be gathered from one or a small number of key informants, although a tour of the building might help to assess the physical facility. Classroom practices Profile of teacher and students (maintain anonymity) Instructional strategies – which are being used? Adaptations – how much adaptation is done to assist students with special needs to follow regular curriculum? Modifications – are there any modified programs being used? Teacher confidence and capacity with inclusion and inclusive strategies Itinerant/school-based support Approach: For this I would suggest identifying a couple of classes which include some students with special needs/ESL students, but select classes which show a little variation between them. Impacts on students: academic, social, attendance, behaviour/supensions There is some evidence from other studies that removal of designations, or reduced services, may have some effect on the impacts noted above. Approach: Check the school counsellor for these data Impacts on teachers Approach: Use the data generated from Focus Groups in the district with a selected number of teachers. This could be done with a small group. Use the ‘classroom teacher’ data with classroom teachers, and the ‘specialist teacher’ data with the specialists. Go through each statement, check general levels of agreement/disagreement and take notes while people discuss the theme. Transitions Into the school from community (elementary) or from feeder school if middle or secondary Out of the school into middle/secondary schools or into the community Approach: The Counsellor may be the best source of this information Parent communication Evidence of letters to/meetings with parents Materials prepared for parents Feedback from parents Evidence of parent volunteers in school Approach: Check the school counsellor for these data Paperwork/bureaucracy: Audits FSA District Accountability Contract School Planning Councils IEPs/AIPs Approach: This is likely to be much more relevant to the specialists, but check it with classroom teachers too. Has the paperwork increased? What does it include? When is it done? District Service changes How each school district utilizes its district support structures will be considered here. There appears to be an obvious reduction in the level of district services, but we need to understand what the changes are how they have affected the capacity of teachers to meet the needs of students in the chosen sites. In Nanaimo, the obvious shift may be the move from itinerant to school-based support, while in Coquitlam it could be the closure of Winslow. Appendix 1b: Role of the specialist support teacher data collection It is important that we have a range of roles or areas covered –Special Ed, LA, ESL, though in some cases these roles may be covered within one position. It is also important to focus on: Evolution of changes/role/work over time but before this school year. Specific changes this school year. Areas of data collection may include: Some demographics from each specialist: experience in teaching, experience in specialist support role, etc. (There may be some differences in views between very and minimally experienced specialists). Effects of changes on student learning: this may pervade most areas of data collection Has ‘the bar been raised’ in terms of services to students? In other words, are services now delivered to a smaller number of students than before, and only to those students most in need? Find examples but maintain anonymity. In secondary schools, are there disproportionate numbers of students with special needs/ESL student in elective subject areas such as Arts, Music, Home Economics, etc.? ‘Grey area’ students – students who may have additional needs but who are not designated. Do the specialists provide support to these students? Did they use to Direct teaching of students by the specialist: is it happening now, has it changed over time? Collaboration with classroom teachers: what’s the nature of this – team teaching, providing resource adaptations, in-class/pull-out support? Caseload/workload – check the dimensions of this. Caseload includes whatever the teacher does –see page 13 of the Special Ed report. Level of control over the job – does the specialist feel in control over decisions and focus, over models of collaboration or direct service? Job satisfaction, sense of isolation and morale as seen by the specialist support teacher, and how they observe these in classroom teachers. Are they considering changing assignments, perhaps opting to become a classroom teacher? Paperwork, including IEPs, and documents needed for accountability purposes. How much time does this take, and what are the views of specialists on the issue? Meetings: when they occur, who’s involved, time taken to arrange, utility etc. Ethical issues which relate to parent communication: do specialists feel that they are in a dilemma in terms of what they say to parents? (e.g., if they feel that the educational program actually provided does not match what is stated in the IEP?) Relationships with other educators and adults: with classroom teachers, AOs, TAs./SEAs and parents. Check each one. Are they described positively, have they deteriorated this year? District support and leadership – does the shift towards school-based support reduce district leadership? Are there district staff available for support and to answer questions? Others: How to collect the data: Time-Use Diary This could be filled out for one or more days to provide a sense of workload, and then be the focus of a discussion between specialist and researcher, with the researcher finding out: a. Was this a typical day? What would happen on other days that did not occur in this one? Ask the specialist to speak more to each are where time was spent (direct service, collaboration, making phone calls, meetings etc). Use the questions on the data collection sheet if useful Individual or group interview with school specialist support staff Use the data collection sheet to invite one or a group of teachers to offer their views on each of the areas. If you have a group of teachers, allocate each a number, and each time s/he speaks, put the number before the comments in your notes, so that you can go back and see whether the comment was from a Special Ed, ESL or LA teacher. The big advantage to having a group is time-saving – you get a lot of data in a short time. Invite teachers to write responses to each of the areas in the data collection sheet. Some may like to do this in their own time. Try to have the responses sent by e-mail so that you can cut and paste if necessary into your report. Observation Shadow a specialist for a day, spend time talking with them, note what they do, how they spend time. You could use the Diary as one way of recording data, or just take notes. Use the notes/diary data for a conversation where you discuss the day and its components in more detail. Some examples: In the morning you were working with Grade 5 students. How often do you get to teach? Has this changed over time/this year? You had to make quite a few phone calls today to arrange meetings – is this a problem? What meetings are they, when do they take place, how useful are they? You seemed a bit frustrated that some of the way things are set up does not seem to meet the students’ needs – can you talk about that? Documentary evidence Ask if there are documents that can help us understand the role of the specialist teacher. This could include adapted materials, schedules, school-based team documents produced by the specialist, IEPs. Other: add your ideas here Appendix 2: Coquitlam Teachers’ Association class size and class composition data for School B Elementary, 2002-03 Division Grade # of students # of designated students 1 5 32 3 2 5 32 4 3 4 30 3 4 4 30 3 5 3 19 4 6 3 21 6 7 3 21 2 8 2 19 5 9 2 21 4 10 2/3/4/5 (District Program) 12 12 11 1/2 20 1 12 1 17 0 13 1 14 0 14 K 21 1 15 K 21 0 Note: The numbers of students identified by teachers in this data collection are somewhat higher than those officially designated on September 30, 2002. These data were collected after that date, and show ten more students with special needs than were officially designated (assuming Gifted students excluded from this count). However, 12 students in the school were waiting for psycho-educational assessments at the time, and one explanation of the higher number is that these students were included in the count. There are other possible explanations: the school has a high level of transience, which may change the numbers of designated students, or some teachers may believe a student to have a special need but may not be aware that the student is not actually designated.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13074,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 1998 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 11, Number 2, October 1998 From Coquitlam to the Yukon by Chris King and Phil Wright “I can’t believe we did it!” “This is the best thing I have ever done!” “An experience of a lifetime. I won’t ever forget this. Wow!” Those were just a few of the many reactions of the 21 students from Gleneagle Secondary School, in Coquitlam, who were part of a 19-day trip to the Yukon in which they paddled 368 km down the Teslin and Yukon rivers in eight-and-a-half days. The trip was organized by the teachers who run the Outdoor Club. Gleneagle, a new Grade 9–12 school, opened just last year. As part of the inaugural year, teachers Phil Wright and Chris King planned and organized the trip, not only to celebrate the new school, but also to continue to promote outdoor activities among young people. Wright, who ran successful outdoor clubs for 18 years in other schools in the district, met up with King at their last school, Hastings Junior. When both teachers moved to Gleneagle, they decided that if the outdoor club were to become a major extra-curricular activity for students it would need to catch the imagination of the students and set a standard for the new school. With the help of their colleagues, Gerry Ott, Rick Thompson, Karen Skye, and Laurel Whatley, they planned the 19-day trip—with lectures, videos, and practice in preparation for the June 19 departure date. The 100th anniversary of the Yukon Gold Rush was a perfect reason to take the students north. The immediate educational value for the students was clear. In addition to tracing the steps of the early pioneers and their quest for lucre, the trip would demonstrate what is sometimes required to achieve a goal or cope with failure. The outdoor experience would be unmatched. While on the river, the group would have to depend on each other (the area is isolated and untouched by encroaching civilization). Packing all necessary gear, collecting water, finding campsites, digging latrines, cooking meals, dealing with insects, practising low-impact or no-trace camping, solving problems both personal and mechanical, paddling 50 to 75 km a day, and putting up with a sun that never sets, are just some of the challenges that faced this group of young explorers. Students were both novice and experienced campers. Two had never camped before, and a few were veterans of fifth-wheel and motorhome camping. Paddling experience also ran the gamut from none to instructors’ certification. Most students had done some paddling as part of their elementary-school program. There were 8 girls and 13 boys from Grades 9–11, and only a few knew each other before signing up for the trip. “I was amazed at how well we got along; while not everyone was my best friend, I knew that I could count on each and every one to help as required.” “The trip made me realize the good in people. I was constantly surprised by the little things someone would do to make my life easier, from carrying my pack up a steep bank to sharing a granola bar on the river.” “I can’t believe it went so smoothly. I was sure that we would run out of fuel or food.” “Even after a hard day paddling, there was still time to play.” “Some people had to learn to compromise; a hard lesson.” “It is hard to believe that there are still places like that in the world; and to imagine it is in our own neck of the woods.” “I am going back when I graduate.” The value that the students received from the experience can never be measured. It affected each differently. Some were pleased with the physical accomplishment; others, with the sense that somehow they have grown personally. Within some, a love for the outdoors was planted deep within and a true appreciation for nature and its beauty ingrained. The friendships, memories, and emotions linger. The group got together in early September to share pictures; the laughter and non-stop chatter indicating that it was indeed a trip to remember. The students and staff of Gleneagle’s Outdoor Club are grateful to all those who helped plan the trip. To find out more about the trip, contact Phil Wright or Chris King, at Gleneagle Secondary School, in Coquitlam. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=23296,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 23, Number 7, May/June 2011     Is an $18,000 pension gold-plated? By Paul Moist  Try as they might, those attacking public sector unions can’t seem to figure out why exactly they are so bad for Canada. For whatever the reason—it doesn’t seem to matter much—many from Canada’s corporate classes insist public sector unions are a blight, and spend much time and energy mounting their hyperbolic attacks in these pages on an almost daily basis. The threadbare nature of these arguments is best exemplified in opposition to the labour movement’s efforts to expand the Canada Pension Plan as the best way to help Canadians save more for their retirements. By gradually increasing CPP contributions made by both employees and employers, we could greatly improve retirement security of all Canadians, and help the millions who cannot afford a private retirement savings plan. Of course, under this approach, Canada’s banks and finance industry will lose out on opportunities to charge their exorbitant investment management fees. So in their logic, if it doesn't result in profits for them it must be bad for Canadians, regardless of how many Canadians will be better off with expanded CPP benefits. Instead of offering solutions for low-income Canadians, it is much easier to falsely portray CPP contributions as a payroll tax. CPP contributions help fund a deferred salary for Canadian workers and supply no revenue to the federal government. Any genuine commentator would be obliged to admit it is not a tax. When it comes to debating pensions, however, disingenuous arguments are commonplace. Such as corporate Canada’s insistence on pointing to public sector pensions as prime examples of union-led extravagance. The typical public sector pension—for someone who has worked for 30 years—is $18,000 per year. It is beyond any reasonable and objective person on how this can be termed as excessive. Most Canadians sure don’t. An Environics poll conducted in August 2010 shows that 80% of Canadians thought public sector pensions were at an appropriate level or too low. No matter how often the mantra is repeated, few Canadians genuinely believe $18,000 per year is a “gold-plated” pension. The weak foundation of these pension arguments is little different than the falsities offered in favour of privatizing public services. The Canadian right’s new hero of privatization, Toronto Mayor Rob Ford, is similarly trying to cover an ideological position with the façade of protecting taxpayers. Ford’s promises to save untold millions by contracting out services, such as waste and recycling collection, are missing one key element: any conclusive proof it will save Toronto taxpayers one dollar. In fact, a detailed analysis of available data on costs of private waste collection in neighbouring municipalities shows Toronto stands to pay substantially more if waste collection is contracted out. This, however, is only a footnote in the real agenda of Ford and other attackers of public sector unions, which has nothing to do with saving taxpayers any money at all. It has everything to do with wrestling away the modest power of workers. The large majority of public sector workers are in healthcare, schools, social services, and local government. They are mostly women and are far from highly paid. The average annual pay of CUPE members is less than $40,000. To portray these workers as privileged stretches even the most inventive imaginations. No position, however, is too outlandish for those looking to cast public sector workers as a plague on the taxpayer. Instead of tackling the economic policies, which caused the global recession, they take up this diversionary strategy in attacking public sector workers in order to protect economic policies which are great for profits, but bad for working Canadians. While crying out against the so-called extravagances of public sector worker salaries, benefits, and pensions, they continue to promote extending even more irresponsible and reckless corporate tax cuts to Canada’s banks and the oil industry without any proof these cuts provide any of the new jobs or investments they’re supposed to generate. While claiming to be looking out for the best interests of taxpayers, those who attack public sector workers are also taking unjustified aim at our communities—large and small. Canadians are being asked to not only shoulder the deficits, but also to sacrifice the high quality public services we have developed over generations. It is undeniable that Canada is facing fiscal challenges after weathering the global economic meltdown. Stimulus spending that kept the economy afloat during a crisis created by speculation and fraud has left a public debt. Canadian governments have a responsibility to ensure all Canadians contribute their fair share to the ongoing recovery. Public sector workers are prepared to do their part, but the responsibility should not fall on their shoulders alone. High-quality public services are crucial to our economic recovery and help make Canada a great place to live. They are reliable, accountable, and are there for all people when they need them most. Public sector workers across the country are dedicated to these principles, and are focused on making our communities stronger for all Canadians. Paul Moist is national president of the Canadian Union of Public Employees.  Reprinted from the Financial Post, March 12, 2011. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20170418,bctf.ca,http://bctf.ca/history/rooms/BargainingDetail.aspx?id=39137,BCTF Online Museum > Bargaining  Welcome Rooms Collections Resources Search Menu Rooms  >  Collective Bargaining 1921 New Westminster Strike  New Westminister teacher salaries were determined by arbitration in 1921, but the school board refused to accept the award and instead chose to draft a list of each teacher's name with a salary beside it. The teachers struck. Out of 86 teachers, only two broke ranks and showed up for work. There was intense public pressure for a settlement, including demands from the Board of Trade for the school board to come to its senses. In the election that followed the school board was replaced and the arbitration award was partially paid. The New Westminster Strike of 1921 article by Steve Norman from the The B.C. Teacher, January-February 1984 provides more information. © 201617 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy.)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7114&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 1, September 2005 Health & Safety: A tragic epidemic by Mark Keelan In spring 2003, an outbreak of SARS in Toronto and Vancouver prompted massive media attention. Visitors to hospital emergency rooms were met by masked healthcare workers and told to put on masks and to apply antibacterial hand lotion. Such preventative measures were seen as reasonable and necessary. Anything less would have been seen as negligence. The feared epidemic was averted. SARS claimed no lives in British Columbia. During the same period as the SARS outbreak, an epidemic of a different type was raging virtually unnoticed across BC. In 2003, 170 workers died on the job in B.C., including nine young workers (aged 15 to 24). Reasonable and necessary preventative measures to curb the spread of this terrible epidemic were seen by many as cumbersome and as a threat to the economic growth of the province. As a result, British Columbia workers continue to be killed and injured on the job. WorkSafeBC (the fancy new moniker of the Workers’ Compensation Board of British Columbia) reports that from late May to early June 2005, more than 30 serious incidents occurred at workplaces. These incidents were responsible for three fatalities, six serious head injuries, the amputation of several fingers, and seven cases of single or multiple bone fractures. The amputation occurred on a young worker’s second day on the job. Fatalities on the job in the teaching profession are rare. So, what do these tragic statistics have to do with BCTF members? The answer to the question is two-fold. Lead by example It is no secret that students, parents, and the general public watch members closely. While we have our share of critics, the majority of people with whom we come in contact look up to us for leadership and guidance. Members have rights and should enforce them. We have the right to know the dangers in our workplaces. We have the right to participate in joint health and safety committees, inspections, and investigations. We have the right to refuse unsafe work when conditions are such that they may pose a risk to the health and safety of any person. And, we have the right to no discrimination when we insist that unsafe conditions be corrected immediately and when we refuse unsafe work. Tools are available to assist members in asserting our rights. The BCTF provides excellent health and safety training for joint committee members and for school union reps. The BCTF Occupational Health and Safety Manual has recently been updated and copies are available in every local office and on the BCTF web site. The Workers Compensation Act and the Occupational Health and Safety Regulation can be found on the WorkSafeBC web site www.qp.gov.bc.ca/statreg/stat/W/96492_00.htm and regulation.healthandsafetycentre.org/s/Part1.asp. When we stand up for our rights, people will notice. Students will follow our example. Visitors to schools will soon come to realize that unsafe behaviour and conditions are not acceptable. Our workplaces will be healthier and safer for us, for our students, and for their parents, and, thus, a culture of safety will begin to develop around us. Unhealthy and unsafe conditions in schools will join corporal punishment and on-site smoking as socially unacceptable in British Columbia schools. Promote prevention The abysmal statistics above indicate that employers are not doing an adequate job of training workers in health and safety procedures. Many of our students are part of the workforce and others will be soon. Some of them make up the statistics for young workers. We have the opportunity to promote preventative measures in our classrooms in a variety of ways. Classes on current events could include discussions about workplace injuries and how they could have been prevented. Students could debate the pros and cons of prescriptive-based vs. performance-based health and safety regulations. Safety rules for labs and shops and other classrooms could be linked to occupational safety rules. There are several curricular areas where students could be taught the four basic occupational health and safety rights: the right to know, the right to participate, the right to refuse unsafe work, and the right to no discrimination. There is an excellent resource available for teaching students the four basic rights. The BCTF participated in the development of the B.C. Federation of Labour’s, Young Worker Project. Teams of young workers take their dynamic presentations to secondary schools across the province. More than 13,000 students have been taught that they have rights in the workplace and have been given tips on how to use them. For more information, or to book a presentation, contact the BC Federation of Labour, 604-430-1421. When members consistently assert the right to work in a healthy and safe environment and when students become workers who will not tolerate unsafe workplaces, the epidemic of worker death and injury will begin to be contained. Mark Keelan is the BCTF’s health and safety officer for prevention. mkeelan@bctf.ca   WCB claims process As soon as practicable after the injury occurs or occupational disease is contracted, report to the employer. The worker must complete a "Workers’ Report of Injury or Occupational Disease to Employer" (Form 6A, online at www.worksafebc.com) and submit to the employer. In accordance with BCTF policy 13.D.08, forward a copy to the local teachers’ association office. Report the injury to the first-aid attendant, if applicable. Attend an appointment with an appropriate healthcare professional as soon as possible and advise them the injury/ disease is workplace related. Although there is one year in which to file a claim, the WCB Regulation specifies that as soon as is practicable after an injury occurs or an occupational disease is contracted it must be reported to the employer. Unnecessary delays in reporting have often resulted in denial of claims. As soon as a decision letter is received from WCB, contact Gail Montgomery, BCTF advocate, 604-871-1890 or 1-800-663-9163, gmontgomery@bctf.ca Gail Montgomery is the BCTF’s health and safety officer for WCB claims.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12002,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2001 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 13, Number 4, Jan./Feb. 2001 The challenge of democracy in the BCTF A long history of reform Excerpted from “Reflections on the Reorganization of the 1960s” by Jim Cairnie, Special Meeting of the Local Presidents, November 2, 2000 1916/1917: The Federation was founded by city teachers from the Lower Mainland and Victoria. Teachers in the rural locals, even those who belonged to the Federation, perceived it as an organization led by city folk who had little inclination to spend time and resources helping rural teachers. That feeling persisted through the 1920s and 1930s. 1938: A group of Federation members formed a new organization—The Rural Teachers’ Association. Its leaders were fiercely dissatisfied with the Federation’s lack of support for rural teachers, and they were most unhappy with what they perceived as the undemocratic organization of the BCTF. They were particularly articulate and aggressive about their grievances, and their criticisms stung the BCTF leadership. It was 1942 before the BCTF and the RTA resolved their differences, and the RTA was dissolved. 1944: Dr. Maxwell Cameron proposed that the approximately 800 school districts be amalgamated into 74 large administrative units. 1962: The executive committee established a committee on reorganization, and within a year it brought in a series of recommendations that called for radical change. The proposals said: Abandon the existing Executive Committee model Create a new Executive Committee of 11 members: 5 officers and 6 members, elected at the AGM (without regard to geography) Create a new body—the Representative Assembly—a group of area or local representatives, named by the district councils or large locals. The Representative Assembly was designed as a geographically representative body that would monitor the activities of the executive committee, convey to it the ongoing interests of the members, and, in turn, serve as a major communication pipeline to the members, keeping them informed of provincial goals and issues. The recommendations were not immediately and universally embraced. Rural representatives had little expectation that their members would ever be elected to a provincial executive committee; they perceived the Representative Assembly as powerless on critical issues; and considered the plan a ploy on the part of the urban locals to assume control of the organization. The urban representatives viewed the Representative Assembly as a financially wasteful exercise, and feared that an even greater share of their fees would be allocated to rural issues. Both rural and urban locals saw the proposals as a threat to local autonomy, and senior members of district councils saw their sphere of influence threatened. At the 1965 AGM the recommended changes in the by-laws were passed. The model is 35 years old. It has been tinkered with a little—especially with respect to the Representative Assembly—but the basic structure remains essentially the same. The Federation, the public school system, and the world at large have changed a great deal since the structure was first adopted. Whether the structure is appropriate to the needs and goals of Federation members today is yours to decide. Challenges since 1965—Is it time for more changes? by Ken Novakowski The last time that the BCTF significantly altered its governance structures was in the 1960s. We have had reviews of our structures since then, but the changes that were implemented in the 1960s still constitute the basis for how we govern ourselves. The structures that had existed and served us well in the 1930s, 1940s, and even the 1950s, were not working effectively by the time the 1960s rolled around. Growth in membership and member demands for more services resulted in discontent with the status quo. In particular, the Executive Committee was a body of 29 people: five officers elected by the AGM and 24 district-council representatives from around the province. The committee was too large and cumbersome. As a result of a review in the early 1960s, the Executive Committee was reconfigured as a body of 11 members elected by the AGM, without reference to geography. The Representative Assembly was created at that time, as a geographically representative body that would monitor the activities of the Executive Committee, convey to the Executive the ongoing interests of members, and inform members in their locals of activities and issues being handled by the BCTF. The AGM continued to exist as an assembly of delegates elected by locals to serve as the supreme governing body of the organization. Toward the latter part of the 1960s, we also saw the emergence of the elected president of the BCTF as the chief public speaker for the BCTF. Since then, we have moved to having three elected officers working full time on behalf of members and making decisions, as necessary, between meetings of the Executive Committee. Locals in the BCTF have always had a significant degree of autonomy in their operations. In 1987, when teachers received full collective bargaining rights at the local level, every local in the province chose to form a local union with a certificate to bargain for teachers in the district. And because government removed the statutory requirement for all teachers to belong to the BCTF, we engaged in a voluntary signup of all teachers, and succeeded in a 98% sign-up. The governance structures of the BCTF did not change as a result of the achievement of full bargaining rights, but the role of the local in the Federation was significantly strengthened. And because the local bargaining that we engaged in at the time was co-ordinated by the provincial organization, all parts of the organization felt they played an important part in meeting the needs of members. When provincial bargaining was imposed on teachers by the government in 1994, we examined our bargaining structures once again. The shift to central bargaining had diminished the role played by locals in the bargaining process. While local bargaining resulted in broad membership participation in bargaining decision making, the move to negotiate at a provincial table has meant that teachers feel less of a responsibility and are involved to a lesser degree in achieving an agreement. The BCTF will be making a major effort in the upcoming round of bargaining to involve members, through locals, in supporting our bargaining initiatives. The ongoing governance structures of the BCTF (the Executive Committee, the Representative Assembly, and the Annual General Meeting) continue to function well and to reflect the interests of members in all parts of the province. The Governance Review Steering Committee is examining all of our structures with a view to enhancing our ability to function effectively. While it is unlikely that the committee will recommend changes as sweeping as those introduced in the 1960s, there is little doubt that the last 35 years have seen changes in the profession and our organization that should be reflected in changes to the governance structures we use to make our decisions. Ken Novakowski is the BCTF’s executive director. Five-phase process for governance-structures review Phase 1 All members are asked to identify strengths and weaknesses of democratic structures within the Federation. In Teacher newsmagazine and on the BCTF web site, members are invited to respond individually. Governance Review Steering Committee members meet with Federation bodies and advisory committees to collect input. A polling firm interviews a random sample of members on democratic structures and issues around By-law 3. — Completed October 2000 A meeting of local presidents is held to discuss issues around By-law 3. The Governance Review Steering Committee makes recommendations to December 2000 Executive Committee for consideration at AGM 2001 (see page 12). — Completed December 2000 Phase 2 All members are given the summary results of Phase 1 input (see pages 10 and 11) and asked for suggestions for remedying identified concerns (see page 10). — To be completed March 2001 Phase 3 The Governance Review Steering Committee makes draft recommendations based on the concerns expressed in Phase 1 and remedies in Phase 2. — To be completed late spring 2001 Phase 4 Draft recommendations are circulated to members and bodies within the Federation with a request for comments and further suggestions. — To be completed October 2001 Phase 5 The Governance Review Steering Committee presents final recommendations to Executive Committee for consideration at Annual General Meeting 2002. — To be completed December 2001 WHAT THE MEMBERS SAID: Click here to find out. Should locals amalgamate? BCTF Executive directs the GRSC to look at the question raised through By-law 3.4 of our constitution In 1996, the provincial government almalgamated school boards in several areas around the province. Under the terms of the BCTF’s By-law 3.4, locals in those districts were then required to amalgamate. However, many members felt that such amalgamations were not to their benefit and motions to delete By-law 3.4 then reached the floor of two AGMs. The motions were supported, but they did not receive the required 75% majority. Two procedure statements were adopted at AGMs that affected By-law 3.4: 5.02 (1997): That in amalgamated districts where the locals continue to operate with two or more separate agreements, the timeline for the amalgamation of locals be extended with the applicable release time grants, until the end of the school year in which the next provincial agreement is in place. 5.04 (1998): That all locals amalgamating as required under By-law 3.4 do so at the end of the school year in which amalgamated local collective agreements are in place. The Executive then directed the GRSC to make recommendations regarding By-law 3.4.   Key elements of the dilemma At a November 2000 meeting with the GRSC, local and sub-local presidents identified key elements of the dilemma.: Separate locals in amalgamated districts are drawing an unfair and disproportionate share of the Federation’s resources. Other small locals continue to exist in non-amalgamated districts and draw upon the Federation’s resources. Some locals have amalgamated their constitutions and contracts, and they are feeling unfairly treated. Amalgamating contracts will result in contract stripping, which is contrary to Federation policy and local wishes. The amalgamation of school districts by government has sometimes been done illogically, and we should not replicate the mistakes. Forced amalgamation would not take geographic dispersion and uniqueness into consideration. The question is really not amalgamation but level of service. We need to turn our attention to reviewing our structures in total to assess effectiveness and efficiency. Large locals don’t want to lower service levels in smaller locals. They want increased service levels for large locals. Large locals have problems based on workload for local officers. Whatever the resolution, there should be no fee increase. Forced amalgamation would alienate members. Different contracts in one district mean that BCTF members have different working conditions even though they are working for the same employer. Some small locals see the deletion of 3.4 as a “cash grab” by the Federation. “Equitable distribution of resources”—members in small locals have more support from a full-time president. Enforcement of 3.4 would result in loss of representation, lower service levels, loss of “connection” by the members, and loss of good contract language. There are unique factors in each situation, only partly dependent on the historical local cultures.   Recommendations to the AGM As a result of the GRSC report to the EC, the following recommenations will be brought to the 2001 AGM: That By-law 3.4 be replaced with the following: If two or more districts amalgamate, locals in those districts shall be supported by the BCTF as the locals determine the governance structures that best meet the needs of their members. Supporting Statement: The legal and financial arguments in favour of having only one collective agreement per school district cannot be ignored. However, without changes to the premises and allocation of financial support to locals, compelling locals to amalgamate would be seen by some locals as a cash grab by the Federation and would alienate locals and members at a time when solidarity in the face of a unified employer group is critical. This recommendation would leave the initiative for consolidation in the hands of locals while they determine what structures will best serve their members. That, pending change to overall representative structures, representation at the Representative Assembly and the Annual General Meeting remain as it was prior to 1996 in amalgamated locals. (Adopted in principle.) Supporting Statement: The GRSC expects to make recommendations in its final report regarding representation to decision making bodies in the Federation. Suggesting piecemeal changes at this time would be inappropriate. However, in fairness to those locals that did amalgamate and consequently lost representation, the number of representatives for those amalgamated locals should be restored until and unless more general changes are made. That there be a review of Federation grants to locals and sublocals, with a report to the Executive by June 15, 2001. Supporting Statement: Presidents of large locals spoke strongly about inequities in the support to locals. There was agreement that small locals need greater support to maintain adequate levels of service for their members, but there is a need for some of the fees paid toward support of the Federation to be returned to large locals for direct service to their members. The Finance Committee has the expertise to examine this issue and advise as to changes that might be made to the grant structures that would preserve service levels in small locals while improving equity of access to financial support for large locals. That, pending the review and subsequent recommendations, grants under 10.J.20 and 10.J.62 remain at present levels. Supporting Statement: Although there is a discrepancy between this recommendation and Recommendation 2, it is felt that the Federation’s budget as it is currently structured and allocated does not permit a return to pre-1996 levels of support without other measures that may be contained in the recommendations that will arise from Recommendation 3. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13494&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 20, Number 1, September 2007 Africa, a continent of stories By Julia Johnson Vanity Fair (VF) magazine, with guest editor Bono of U2 fame, created a special issue on Africa (July 2007) for the purpose of raising public awareness about the efforts made by many people who have created organizations and foundations that are helping to find solutions to the African problems of debt, AIDS, unfair trade practices, and lack of immunizations. The magazine abounds with stories of hope from business people, entertainers, politicians, and public figures that have some active connection to Africa, which is a welcomed perspective from the gloom and doom that is portrayed by most media coverage regarding the poorest continent on earth (Guest, 2004). To be sure, the fact that 25 million people have died from AIDS since 1981 is not something to be taken lightly; nor is the fact that many of the African countries, because of their colonial past and their historically corruptive and abusive governments, have suffered horrific civil wars something to be forgotten; nor the fact that 12 million children orphaned because of AIDS to be neglected. As a newly retired teacher concerned about social responsibility, I could not ignore the call to become better informed and involved in African issues, especially with my newly acquired freedom and my interest in humanitarian pursuits. Elizabeth Taylor on www.keepachildalive.org said "It is bad enough that people are dying of AIDS, but no one should die of ignorance." As a result, I joined a crew of 27 from my community, who travelled to Uganda (June 116) to build a house for eight orphaned children and their house mother, to see firsthand the reality of these statistics. Our story began two years previous to our departure date, when the Watoto Childrens Choir from Uganda came to Quesnel. The choir consists of children aged 713 years and is an outreach ministry of the Watoto Childcare Ministries, funded by the Pentecostal Church in Kampala Uganda and the Watoto Foundation. The Watoto Foundation supports projects that correspond to the UN Millennium Goals and the Canadian International Development Agencys (CIDA) five priority sectors, which are healthcare, education, creating healthy family environments, post-secondary education, and job training. It is the mission of the Watoto Foundation to build villages of 150 brick homes, constructed by local tradesmen and building teams from around the world. These brick homes consist of three bedrooms, a kitchen, living area, and bathroom with running water. Eight homes are built in circular clusters creating a strong sense of community and support among families for the 1,200 children who will live in the village. The cost of building this home, complete with infrastructure, is $30,000, which the visiting building team is required to raise. Each village also includes a medical clinic and an educational complex made of square buildings that house four classrooms. Seeing the link between the statistics and the reality of our venture made a significant impact on each of us. Each child in the village comes traumatized with a horrific tale of emotional or physical abuse, resulting from experiences related to dying parents, poverty, hunger, abandonment, or civil war. I was told that older children within a household comfort the younger ones through their nightmares when they first arrive and within six months the nightmares diminish. As I watched children playing with each other I was in awe over the sense of joy, peace, and gratitude these children feel in the safe environment of their home and school. A Grade 1 teacher told me a story about a new boy she received earlier in the year. His black face pink from burns, his yellow eyeballs, his white tongue, and his distended belly were improved by the medical attention he had been receiving. Surrounded by his classmates looking at the suitcase filled with school supplies we brought, he was visibly like all the rest. In the school setting, it is evident the children are grateful to have a safe place to be and are eager to learn. They work on their chalkboard or curriculum text assignments in notebooks with quiet diligence; they patiently wait for assistance from their teacher when confused; without disturbing those around them, they respectfully help each other. There is no question that their primary purpose for being there is to learn; they know that learning is the journey they take to fulfill their dream of becoming like the role models who care for them. In the playground unsupervised, they run, play ballgames, skip, and gather in small groupsall without incident. As I walked around the grounds during recess, I spotted a group of six girls all lying down on their bellies in a circle facing inward, their elbows firmly planted on the ground as their hands held their heads. Curious, I approached them and found that one of the girls was reading a chapter book while the others attentively listened. Their pleasure at being entertained by one of their peers was a sight that needed to be seen to be fully appreciated. At the end of the day they linger to continue their play before they walk the tree-lined paths to their homes. It is here that the African saying, "It takes a village to raise a child," becomes crystallized. Each person involved in this Watoto project is connected to each other as brothers and sisters, all looking after and caring for each other, all learning the significance of what it means to be socially responsible. While the Watoto projects are solely funded by evangelical churches worldwide, there are many non-political, non-religious groups that do receive financial support from the African governments with whom they are partnered. In particular, I would like to draw your attention to the very personal stories shared in the first three web sites listed below. Truly, the work of people making a difference by transforming the lives of children without hope for a future is a commitment of humanitarian love. The African term for this is Ubuntu, described by Archbishop Desmond Tutu to Brad Pitt in Vanity Fair in this way; "Ubuntu is the essence of being human... We say a person is a person through other persons. You cant be human in isolation. You are human only in relationships... We are interconnected... I need you to be all of who you are in order for me to be all that I am." Within the concept of Ubuntu is the miracle of salvation and peace for us all. If you are Interested in other stories about Africa where Canadians are making a difference or if you are considering a class project, go to: www.ubuntuedmonton.org www.widowshand.com www.freethechildren.com www.warchild.ca www.acces.ca www.millenniumpromise.org www.soschildrensvillages.ca www.bctf.ca, follow the linksSocial JusticeWebliography of Internet Resources for Global Education Google "Kids Who Care Canada" and "Stephen Lewis Foundation" Julia Johnson is a retired learning resource teacher in Quesnel, and a BCTF PD wellness associate, livingjewels@shaw.ca, 250-747-3650.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "Gr8 event honoring Taiwan ROC w many friends @douglasbing @marvinhunt4bc @KerryLynneFindl @mhlchiu26 @prairiechinois http://t.co/85TUCQsbrI" @John_Yap - 05:40pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141007,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/bcedplan/status/425706737468182528,BC's Education Plan on Twitter: "@MommaYomma assessment is being looked at, but is a separate project from #bccurric. Changes will come later." Twitter Search query Search Twitter Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Language: English Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Have an account? Sign in New to Twitter? Join Today » Sign In Phone, email or username Password Sign in Remember me Forgot password? Already using Twitter via text message? Jacqueline ‏ @_Cuddlefish_ Jan 21 @MommaYomma no I'm definitely not hearing that. Especially since at the last pro-d they pleaded for our input. Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Melanie A ‏ @MommaYomma Jan 21 @_Cuddlefish_ You get a sense they are listening to those outside the special teams though? Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Jacqueline ‏ @_Cuddlefish_ Jan 21 @MommaYomma yes, more than a sense. I've seen it in action. Note they have no implementation date, right? This is important to consultation. Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Melanie A ‏ @MommaYomma Jan 21 @_Cuddlefish_ I see where you're going. But parts are already being implemented in some schools Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Jacqueline ‏ @_Cuddlefish_ Jan 21 @MommaYomma I doubt that. Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Melanie A ‏ @MommaYomma Jan 21 @_Cuddlefish_ Very true. @bcedplan told me even. Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Jacqueline ‏ @_Cuddlefish_ Jan 21 @MommaYomma @bcedplan then they are wrong. We cannot change the curriculum ourselves. Or trust me, we would have! Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Melanie A ‏ @MommaYomma Jan 21 @_Cuddlefish_ They are not wrong according to a couple principals even. Have flex to start trying out in class and implementing @bcedplan Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Jacqueline ‏ @_Cuddlefish_ Jan 21 @MommaYomma @bcedplan if it is a trial then that's a completely different thing. And it will inform implementation. But it is controlled. Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Melanie A ‏ @MommaYomma Jan 21 @_Cuddlefish_ What do you mean by controlled? Very little direction on implementation from MoEd. And no monies. @bcedplan Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Jacqueline ‏ @_Cuddlefish_ Jan 21 @MommaYomma @bcedplan there you go. Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Melanie A ‏ @MommaYomma Jan 21 @_Cuddlefish_ Something interesting is that some are changing their assessment practice. Grading, etc. w/o waiting @bcedplan Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Jacqueline ‏ @_Cuddlefish_ Jan 21 @MommaYomma @bcedplan that's important. About time. But the new curriculum does not say anything about assessment. Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Melanie A ‏ @MommaYomma Jan 21 @_Cuddlefish_ Assessment is part of the changes though is it not? And that part isn't "complete" yet. @bcedplan Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Jacqueline ‏ @_Cuddlefish_ Jan 21 @MommaYomma @bcedplan the districts changing their grading policies are doing so independently of curriculum changes. Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Melanie A ‏ @MommaYomma Jan 21 @_Cuddlefish_ Off to bring kids to school. Need to get started early as my foot is broken. Uggh. Takes me awhile. Thx for chat. @bcedplan Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet BC's Education Plan ‏ @bcedplan Jan 21 As @_Cuddlefish_ points out, @MommaYomma, assessment is separate from #bccurric. See here for deets: http://ow.ly/sNWab  Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Melanie A ‏ @MommaYomma Jan 21 @bcedplan @_Cuddlefish_ So, I didnt misunderstand. It is being redone as well on a provincial level right? Along with #bccurric Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Follow Following Unfollow Blocked Unblock Pending Cancel BC's Education Plan ‏ @bcedplan Jan 21 @MommaYomma assessment is being looked at, but is a separate project from #bccurric. Changes will come later. Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet 11:09 AM - 21 Jan 2014 Melanie A ‏ @MommaYomma Jan 21 “ @bcedplan: @MommaYomma assessment is being looked at, but is a separate project from #bccurric. Changes will come later.” @_Cuddlefish_ Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Don’t miss any updates from BC's Education Plan © 2014 Twitter About Help Ads info Close Flag this media This has already been marked as containing sensitive content. Flag this as containing potentially illegal content. Submit Cancel Learn more about flagging media Dismiss Close Previous Next Close Go to a person's profile Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Close Retweet this to your followers? Cancel Retweet Close Are you sure you want to delete this Tweet? Cancel Delete Close Block Cancel Block Add a location to your Tweets When you tweet with a location, Twitter stores that location. You can switch location on/off before each Tweet and always have the option to delete your location history. Learn more Turn location on Not now Turn off location Close Profile summary Close Your lists Close Create a new list List name Description Under 100 characters, optional Privacy Public · Anyone can follow this list Private · Only you can access this list Save list Close Close Embed this Tweet Add this Tweet to your website by copying the code below. Learn more Hmm, there was a problem reaching the server. Try again? Include parent Tweet Include media Preview Close Sign up for Twitter Not on Twitter? Sign up, tune into the things you care about, and get updates as they happen. Have an account? Sign in » Close Two-way (sending and receiving) short codes: Country Code For customers of United States 40404 (any) Canada 21212 (any) United Kingdom 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM Haiti 40404 Digicel, Voila Ireland 51210 Vodafone, O2 India 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Indonesia 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » See SMS short codes for other countries Close Confirmation)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7322,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 4, January/February 2006 The graphic novel by Darinka Popovic "I don’t want to read." "Reading is boring!" "There is nothing in the library that I like." Do you hear this from your students? Unfortunately these are the type of comments drifting through every school library, classrooms, and in many homes. So move away from the traditional novel and try introducing a graphic novel! Graphic novels are a combination of illustrations and words that are designed to appeal to the reluctant reader or the lover of comic books. Think of the graphic novel as the still version of a video clip with closed captioning. There are three groupings of graphic novels. Most of us are familiar with the first type, a comic strip that has been compiled into a book. These include titles such as Calvin and Hobbs, Garfield, and Peanuts. Then there is the true graphic novel, a story with a continuous plot, which is supported by graphics and captions. The Pulitzer Prize-winning book Maus: A Survivor’s Tale by Art Spiegelman, which relates to the Holocaust, brought the graphic novel into the mainstream in 1991. The third format is the Japanese manga style of graphic novel, which is read from right to left. There are thousands of manga titles, often featuring a superhero. Graphic novels are both educational and fun, but they can be very complex to decode. It is important that the reader take the time to look, absorb the images and then read the words that are presented. Children must read the words, and through the sequential artwork decode the meaning behind the illustrations and special effects such as the word bubbles. Illustrations can be colourful or are produced in black and white. The visual stimulation creates a situation where the reader must focus on the page to decode the necessary information. If a child or adult is having difficulty focusing on the coloured graphics try a novel that has black and white illustrations. Teachers are able to use the graphic novel to encourage reading and writing in the school. You are able to use the graphic novel to teach literary techniques, create writing assignments and build bridges to the classic novel. For the child who desperately wants to read The Hobbit but is daunted by the length and readability, the graphic novel version opens a new world. Though titles may be limited, there are graphic novels for every age group. For the younger child check out the books by Raymond Briggs such as The Snowman, Father Christmas or Ug: Boy Genius of the Stone Age. The Comic Adventures of Boots by Satoshi Kitamura and Little Buggy by Kevin O’Malley will appeal to children aged five and up. The following titles will appeal to children ages nine and up: the Bone series by Jeff Smith, the Ultimate Spider-Man series by Brian Michael Bendis, the Akiko series by Mark Crilley, and Leave It to Chance by James Robinson. Delight the girls in your household with Jimmy Gownley’s Amelia Rules!, Amy Unbounded: Belondweg Blossoming by Rachel Hartman, and WJHC: on the air by Jane Smith Fisher. If you want your child to delight in the joy of the classics then turn to copies of The Hobbit, Wind in the Willows, or The Adventures of Robin Hood. For the older student check out the following titles: The Hobbit by David Wenzel, The Tale of One Bad Rat by Bryan Talbot, The amazing true story of a teenage single mom by Katherine Arnoldi, Persepolis 1 & 2 by Marjane Satrapi, Meridian 1 & 2 by Barbara Kesel, Promethea I & 2 by Jeromy Cox, The Books of Magic by Neil Gaiman, and Ghost World by Daniel Clowes, The world of non-fiction is also available in a graphic novel format. A couple of examples included Jay Hosler’s, Clan Apis that tells about the world of bees or the biography by Raymond Brigg’s parents, Ethel and Ernest: a True Story. Visit your teacher-librarian to see the wide array of product available for students of all ages. Graphic novels are available in a wide variety of genres such as science fiction, fantasy, historical, science, superheroes, and social studies. As you browse through the collection you need to be aware that not all graphic novels are suitable for the younger reader. Most graphic novels produced are geared for teenagers and adults. The material may be excessively violent, language may not be appropriate, and some books have an adult content. To assist the public, some publishers have a ranking system that is listed on some of the books. Age suitability may be listed but be aware, that there is no standardized method of rating material. Looking for information on the web for children’s graphic novels? There is a site specific for the review these materials is called Sidekicks (for the younger reader) and No Flying No Tights (for the teen reader) at sidekicks.noflyingnotights.com/core.html. Remember, the best way to raise literacy, is to expose your students to the wide variety of materials available. Have them read whatever interests them. Graphic novels might just do the trick! Darinka Popovic is a teacher-librarian at Rock Heights Middle School, Victoria. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7070&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 1, September 2005 President’s message This fall we are living through a critical moment in the history of public education in British Columbia. Together, we are writing another chapter in our real-life saga of advocacy for students. Teachers have never hesitated to speak up for what we know is right, for what we know is needed in our schools. When we have taken a stand, we have been able to effect positive change. Unfortunately this provincial government, like others before it, tried to turn back the clock on many of our hard-won rights and improvements. The B.C. Liberals repeatedly attacked us with draconian legislation and punitive policies. They attacked us in the media and in our communities. They sought to divide us from parents and separate us from one another. Through it all, we remained resolute and united. We fought their legislative attacks in the courts, resisted their bad policies in our schools, and spoke out in the media to let British Columbians know where we stand. All of these actions took courage and conviction--qualities teachers have never lacked. It takes courage to be a teacher, and conviction to be a professional. Fortunately, we can find the strength for both roles from the solidarity within our union. Now we must carry on advocating for our students, and not be too reluctant to advocate for ourselves as well. Just as teachers are held accountable for our actions, so too must legislators be held accountable. Their role is to build and support the institutions of civil society and democracy, not to undermine and diminish them. So we must continue to insist that this government act on behalf of all students and all citizens. We owe it to our students and to the next generation of teachers who will lead our profession. Jinny Sims)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=33046,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2014 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 26, Number 6, May/June 2014   Book reviews The end of the school year: A time to look back and forward By Lucinda Tooker, teacher-librarian, Maple Ridge  Badger’s Bad Mood   The end of the school year provides an opportunity to recognize and express appreciation for what others have done for you and the school community throughout the year. I introduce this theme by reading Badger’s Bad Mood by Hiawyn Oram. Poor Badger is feeling unappreciated, so his caring friend Mole organizes an awards ceremony for all the forest animals. Who do you think wins the most awards? Badger, of course! After reading the story, I provide the children with blank awards forms so they can let someone in the school know how much they are appreciated. The Incredible Shrinking Teacher   Everyone remembers their “meanest teacher ever,” but Miss Irma Birmbaum out means them all in The Incredible Shrinking Teacher by Lisa Passen. Miss Birmbaum gets her come uppance when she ingests some of the prune pudding she is preparing for the end-of-the-year party. Suddenly she is the size of a toy, and her new perspective helps Miss Birmbaum to change her attitude. This funny story could start a conversation about how to celebrate another successful year at school. A Couple of Boys Have the Best Week Ever  How do you plan to spend your summer vacation? Perhaps you and a friend have an adventure planned, such as going to a nature daycamp. That’s what is in store for best friends James and Eamon in A Couple of Boys Have the Best Week Ever by Marla Frazee. Grandparents Bill and Pam suggest several activities in addition to nature daycamp, but James and Eamon have other ideas about how to spend their spare time. The voice bubbles and illustrations in this book add to the humour and make it as appealing to adults as it is to children.     Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13804&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > March 1998 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 10, Number 5, March 1998 Ontario strike as significant as the Winnipeg general strike The fall's massive strike by 126,000 Ontario teachers will stand as a milestone in Canadian labour history, comparable in importance to the Winnipeg general strike of 1919. That was the message to BCTF activists from Canadian Auto Workers' Union President Buzz Hargrove, speaking at the January meeting of the Advisory Council of Local Presidents. In an inspiring and passionate speech, Hargrove praised the teachers for their courageous stand against Bill 160. "The teachers' strike was the most significant political event of my lifetime," Hargrove said. "When you take out 126,000 teachers in every community and city in Ontario, that is an incredible show of solidarity... I likened it to the 1919 Winnipeg general strike." He lamented the reluctance of other public-and private-sector unions to join the teachers on the picket lines and spark a general strike for the 1990s. Hargrove, who has been called "the consummate political trade unionist," is serving his third term as president of the 215,000-member CAW. A no-nonsense negotiator with formidable stamina, Hargrove is known for his highly principled approach to the defence of workers' rights and the practice of social justice unionism. He noted that Ontario teachers have tended to be small-c conservative, and many voted for Premier Mike Harris over the NDP's Bob Rae. But they soon became disillusioned as "Bill 160 was rammed down their throats without any dialogue." Hargrove described how the strike politicized a whole new generation of young teacher activists, and he predicted that come election time, Mike Harris will be defeated because of the teachers. With the polls showing 60 to 80% of Ontarians in favour of the teachers, they clearly won the battle for public opinion, Hargrove said. "The only disappointment was that they didn't have a collective exit strategy." Some trade unionists criticized the teachers for their lack of unity at the end of the strike, but Hargrove challenged them with this question: "I asked [the critics], 'How many of you have shut down your workplace for even a day, let alone two weeks, when you have had a legal contract in place?' Not a single one of 'em could say they'd done what the teachers did." -Nancy Knickerbocker)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2011/12/teachers-read-message-to-george-abbott.html?showComment=1322936105426,Staffroom Confidential: Teachers read message to George Abbott Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Friday, December 2, 2011 Teachers read message to George Abbott Minister of Education George Abbott has been touring the province visiting schools. This is a good thing. I remember in 2005 a Victoria teacher running into then Education Minister Shirley Bond and asking when she had last visited a classroom, to which she answered it was when she was in school herself! I hope that Mr. Abbott is listening to teachers' messages. I know during his visit at Central Middle School, teachers questioned him about the net zero mandate, services for students with special needs, and class size - issues that are important to teachers and that we feel are critical to maintaining our excellent public education system. This week, at a visit to Caulfeild Elementary in West Vancouver, teachers read the following message to Mr. Abbott: "The teachers of Caulfeild would like you to know that we are disappointed and disheartened by the government’s recent attacks on B.C. public school teachers.  By the very nature of what we do, we are caring, diligent, progressive and conscientious people who, in the face of the negative tone of the Ministry’s Education Plan, continue to work for the betterment of B.C. children and public education. Why does this government continue to strip the “profession” from teaching? The “Professional Teaching Act” is now the “Teaching Act”. The backwards movement at the Provincial bargaining table attempts to strip our contract to the point that government officials and Administrators dictate our professional development and negate any autonomy in the classroom. The message this sends is simply that we cannot be trusted to conduct ourselves as professionals and do not deserve to be treated as such. We believe that BCPSEA’s application to take back 15% of our salary and benefits for work “not done” is insulting.  We at Caulfeild have never put in more hours of our own time, after school, in the evenings and on weekends.  We are dedicated professionals who have worked above and beyond to implement our iDEC program. We don’t like to say no. We want to be successful. We are highly trained and passionate teachers who continue to teach, assess and inform parents of student progress in the usual manner.   How are B.C. teachers supposed to make ends meet with yet another zero salary increase? Perhaps rather than coaching or sponsoring teams and clubs on our personal time, we should re-claim those hours for ourselves and our families and perhaps tutor and subsidize our incomes by an extra $400 a week. Many teachers  have a second job to make ends meet. Where is the incentive for us to continue professional development when we aren’t considered professionals? Why does the government ignore the Supreme Court’s ruling on Bills 27 and 28? How does cutting funding for teacher-librarians support a need for increased literacy? Why are West Van parent volunteers expected to pick up the slack?  What are the less fortunate districts supposed to do?  This district, despite the successes you will see today, is underfunded by the government.  Fee-paying international students help make up much of your government’s shortfall.  Without them, much of what you see today would not be possible.  Our PAC’s also raise money to make up for your government’s lack of funding.  Radical change is not what we need now.  We need stability and proper funding. " Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 9:07 AM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 12 comments: UnknownDecember 2, 2011 at 5:02 PM To which he replied...?ReplyDelete AnonymousDecember 2, 2011 at 5:32 PM Thanks to the teachers of Caulfeild for taking a stand.ReplyDelete AnonymousDecember 2, 2011 at 6:01 PM As Shirley Bond was on the Prince George School Board and an active parent volunteer, I find it difficult to believe that she had last visited a classroom when she was in school herself. Perhaps this start to the blog post is influencing my reaction to the rest of the post. However, stating to the Minister that "[by] the very nature of what we do, we are caring, diligent, progressive and conscientious people", does seem to lead to the next part of that sentence being "and you're not". Would it be possible to phrase this message to the Minister in a more professional manner, one that is less adversarial?ReplyDelete AnonymousDecember 2, 2011 at 6:36 PM "[by] the very nature of what we do, we are caring, diligent, progressive and conscientious people", does seem to lead to the next part of that sentence being "and you're not". Which is completely true. I don't find the letter adversarial, I find it completely honest.ReplyDelete AnonymousDecember 2, 2011 at 10:19 PM I didn't find the letter unprofessional in the slightest,nor did I feel that the statement "[by] the very nature of what we do, we are caring, diligent, progressive and conscientious people" led to "and you're not". I felt it was an affirmation of those qualities that come into question whenever teachers are forced into any action on their own behalf.ReplyDelete Student teacher guyDecember 3, 2011 at 8:41 AM "Many teachers have a second job to make ends meet." Yikes. As a current B.Ed. student here in B.C. I find that disturbing. Do you have any data on that? Much thanks and, in any case, keep blogging. Your stuff is very informative.ReplyDelete AnonymousDecember 3, 2011 at 10:15 AM But surely there is a way to communicate with the Minister in a way that is less adversarial? If you're a teacher dealing with a student, for example, isn't it more effective to work in a little bit of praise about something, and then list things to work on? Why not start with an acknowledgement that both teachers and the people in the Ministry of Education are there because they want to help improve the lives of children through education? Talk about how teachers are a part of the conversation about the changes in the education system, and give some examples as to how things are changing in individual classrooms. Then move onto a discussion as to how West Vancouver is a fortunate district, due to having many rich parents supporting the district, and international students. This level of support is required for all districts, and all districts need stability and proper funding. For heavens sake - that's the best part of the letter. Why bury it at the bottom? Student teacher guy, I think you'll find that a number of beginning teachers may have a second job to make ends meet until they get a full time contract. I don't think you'll find that your typical full time teacher requires a second job.ReplyDelete AnonymousDecember 3, 2011 at 11:04 AM Who on earth is this person criticizing this letter?? My goodness. Do you work for George Abbott? I am not a teacher but is active int he school and have a couple friends who are teachers. What more do you want from teachers? Teachers try to stand up for once for themselves and they get knocked down. I would say good for those teachers for being a bit aggressive (to you, not to me) to fight for our education system. In fact, they should be more vocal and aggressive. Don't you think the government is being adversarial? George Abbott is the government. Student teacher: you will not get rich starting out but I know a few experienced teachers who are indeed, struggling. They take any job tutuoring, or marking for the government just to make ends meet. Lots of teachers have husbands who have very good jobs and that is their saving grace.ReplyDelete AnonymousDecember 4, 2011 at 9:03 PM I'd like to ask George to take the focus off the teachers and have a closer look at our principals. Good leadership is where it all begins and while some principals are fantastic at their jobs, some are just plain incompetent. So with regard to teacher bashing.....BACK OFF!ReplyDelete AnonymousDecember 5, 2011 at 9:54 AM This comment has been removed by a blog administrator.ReplyDelete 3G'sDecember 7, 2011 at 8:01 PM I tend to agree with Anonymous, but take issue with what Anonymous says about Anonymous' comment.ReplyDelete AnonymousDecember 10, 2011 at 10:59 AM student teacher needs to look into teaching in alberta, where funding to education cuts is being restored and the salary is 20,000.00 more a year. i am a 25 year teacher and that is 500,000.00 more over the course of my career. teachers are recognized and respected for their professional status. in fact, anyone in the health care or education field should consider alberta where real estate and cost of living is so much more manageable. housing costs in calgary are less than small town B.C. B.C. is bankrupt, take your degrees and run!!ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ▼  2011 (125) ▼  December (7) Fix the teacher? What about society bcedplan: a return to 19th century schooling? BC Education Minister announces 3% funding cut EduPlan or eduScam? Vancouver teacher Gerry Kent s... What's in the billions? The money stolen from BC k... High performing school system? Trust your teachers... Teachers read message to George Abbott ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media last tweet "" @ - 12:00am Follow @ last post "" facebook/ - Jan 1st Like Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=20416,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 4, January/February 2010  Preserving Canadian exceptionalism By Paul Shaker As an educator in the later stages of my career, I have, for more than five years, had the opportunity to practice my profession in British Columbia. This change of venue follows three decades as a teacher, professor, and administrator in the United States. Although, I have lived and worked a number of times in overseas assignments, this was my first experience as an alien in an English-speaking country. The opportunity to closely observe the relative functioning of two societies with respect to education and without a language barrier has been extremely informative. My reflections have been given urgency by the drama of the Bush years in America, particularly because of that administration’s policy on education, No Child Left Behind. This legislation caused what I perceived as the loss of rightful autonomy for professionals in the field and motivated me to become an “educator refugee” in Canada. Recruiting young Americans into teaching in an NCLB world was not a job that I was willing to do. So, in coming to Simon Fraser University, I was in a state of hyper-attentiveness to the confluence of politics and culture that threatened to redefine my profession. Terms such as deregulation, decredentialing, and neoliberalism are associated with those movements and they extend to fields beyond education, as we now are painfully aware each time we read the financial news. Friends and colleagues tell me at times that my responses to the landscape of education here in BC are too influenced by my experiences in the United States. In so many words they say, “It can’t happen here.” They suggest that infringements on the profession—such as school rankings published by Canwest newspapers in co-operation with the Fraser Institute—are minor. They tell me that public, resolute responses to such abuses are disproportionate to the significance of these acts. I am not assuaged by this confident talk. During my career, I have seen the United States move from a grass roots and often progressive posture in education to centralized control for illiberal purposes. Along the way, educators have increasingly been marginalized in their own profession. The best of school districts in enlightened states have been forced into triage practices developed in backward states. The strong have emulated the weak in practices such as teacher testing and high-stakes examinations. The advanced have modeled the marginal, and many sound practices—often with local roots—have been suppressed. STARS, Nebraska’s local assessment program, is an outstanding example of progress and reform denied. The attempted federal suppression of Reading Recovery funding is another. Yet my hope is that Canada does have a different, unyielding character, often described as “liberal,” “multicultural,” “social democratic,” or “European.” Future education policy may be one litmus test for this difference. I say this because for every voice that says Canada differs, there is one that says “American trends will eventually come here.” Ontario pollster and author Michael Adam’s research leads him to claim, “…the two countries that share so much are in fact headed in two significantly different trajectories in terms of the basic socio-cultural values that motivate their “populations.” (Adams, 2003) It should be noted, though, that this Canada/US variance is on a continuum; it is not black and white. Politically, it takes only a few percentage points of voters in either country to tilt an election in the opposite directions. And so we are left with the question: “Will Canada sustain the societal differences that allow innovative, comprehensive, and locally informed public education to prosper?” The question invites us to move beyond education to look at the underpinnings of the larger societies. Human development as a frame In this task, the academic tools available to me are classic and contemporary writers such as Rousseau, Dewey, Jung, Piaget, Erikson, and their interpreters. Drawing on these sources to interpret our two countries, I see narratives of human development played out on two societal stages. In other words, one can extrapolate from the field of lifespan developmental psychology to identify the norms of a society, or to contrast two societies. One key aspect of these pathways of maturation is the adaptation of the individual to the challenges of living among others. To use Piagetian language, an individual experiencing the give and take of the world, and responding to dilemmas that such new experience brings, makes this adaptation. The process is motivated by an innate drive toward psychological equilibrium—a process that seems simple in the abstract. Rousseau described it in Émile as “learning from the discipline of natural consequences.” (Rousseau, 2007) Dewey designed his “problem method” around it. The concept inspires some of our best pedagogy. In practice, however, this method of instruction is fraught with challenges since natural consequences do not automatically lead to productive student reactions. Erikson described the problem in Childhood and Society: “The strength acquired at any stage is tested by the necessity to transcend it in such a way that the individual can take chances in the next stage with what was most vulnerably precious in the previous one.” (Erikson, 1963) In other words, even if the worldly context in which we find ourselves introduces an appropriate challenge, our prior disposition may tempt us to hunker down in denial and stasis, rather than to adapt. When events invite us to understand changes in society, we feel Erikson’s tug of egoistic anxiety and resistance. In the United States, resistance has become the norm. Politically, this is the impulse Obama decried in his celebrated observation, “They cling to guns or religion or antipathy to people who aren’t like them.” It is also the impulse that Harper played to when he abandoned the principle of diminished culpability for youth and said, “When all is said and done, ‘soft on crime’ doesn’t work. We are determined to crack down on crime, whether it is by youth or anybody else.” (Mayeda, 2008) The strategy clearly damaged his party, especially in Quebec. Leaving society interpretations and returning to the individual, clearly the guidance of trusted others, such as teachers, makes a difference in how we respond to challenges—whether by denial or adaptation. Piaget describes how we stray from the course of development. When asked whether “school situations could lead a child to accommodate wrongly—that is to change his ideas on the wrong basis,” he replied: “…This is a big danger of school—false accommodation which satisfies a child because it agrees with a verbal formula he has been given. This is a false equilibrium which satisfies a child by accommodating to words, to authority, and not to objects as they present themselves to him.” (Duck, 1964) Here we have what may be the heart of the divergence of our North American societies: the role of words and authority, as opposed to reason and experience, in guiding accommodation of individuals to their natural environment and their changing social order. An example might be a sectarian science lesson in which creationism/intelligent design is authoritatively provided as an explanation for life. The words may be based on authority (Genesis), or they may be based on reason (Darwin). They may be received uncritically, or evaluated by experiment or analysis. That difference may help explain why Canada and the United States differ as they do. How deeply set in society’s soil are the foundations of reason? Does authority or reason ultimately hold sway in the classroom? Educating voters What pushes one society toward authority and another toward reason? What societal influences lead individuals to develop—or fail to develop—critical thinking skills? One answer may be the role of marketing, advertising, and public relations. During the past 50 years in the United States, politics has become the object of the same powerful psychological machinery of promotion that has driven commerce for the last century. Most notably, identity politics has shaped, to a remarkable degree, the results of recent elections. Voting in America has, for many, become an exercise in self-validation and identity formation rather than one of applying the power of citizens to direct the course of their government. One of the victims of this shift has been the concept of “the common good” and education policy aimed at promoting it. Canada, too, has been subject to the influence of marketing and public relations, although there is reason to believe their effects have been weaker. Evidence for this claim includes less individual and federal debt, as well as resistance to the “politics of personal destruction” via television advertising and robo-calls. The popular negative reaction to the 1993 Chrétien attack ad by the Progressive Conservatives would be a case in point. Who benefits from this misdirection of the voting public toward egocentric, antisocial purposes? Most likely, those who fund the mass media advertising that has so dominated modern political campaigns. In his book and documentary, The Corporation, Joel Bakan responds this way: “Increasingly, corporations dictate the decisions of their supposed overseers in government and control domains of society once firmly embedded within the public sphere.” (Bakan, 2004) We might amplify his analysis to say that groups and individuals who stand to gain materially from their control of politics are wielding a massive tool in seeking power and wealth for themselves. The erosion of concepts, such as “the public sphere,” community, and the common good, is an inevitable outcome in societies where these marketing forces are allowed to hijack the political process. Returning to our developmental analysis, my claim is that, through use of artful advertising and partisan mass media programming, moneyed interests manipulate voting so that it is a “feel good” exercise rather than a act of prudent and selfless citizenship. These interests accomplish their purpose by introducing a steady stream of words and images that play to people’s identifications rather than to their reason. That is, voters are invited to affirm their sense of self by supporting a political party or candidate. The relevant grounds for voting are not a rational analysis of individual or national interest, but the short-term gratification Piaget spoke of as a primitive response. In his words, “Considered in its social aspect, this distorting assimilation consists, as we have seen, in a sort of egocentrism of thought so that thought, still unsubmissive to the norms of intellectual reciprocity and logic, seeks satisfaction rather than truth and transforms reality into a function of personal affectivity.” (Piaget, 2008) How, specifically, does this transformation occur? Language and images create a locus for voter identification in a political party. Voters are driven by race, as in the Willie Horton ad and in the South Carolina telephone company of 2000 alleging John McCain’s “black baby.” They are driven by gender and affectional preference, as will ballot initiatives aimed at banning gay marriage. “Liberal,” a term upon which North American democracy was founded, is converted into an epithet. Secular government, another foundation of North American government, is boldly elbowed aside by appeals to a narrow band of Christianity. Sadly, while Canada hears voices like Bakan and Naomi Klein, the American left raises few effective protests, recalling lines that are becoming cliché through their frequent, but apt citation: The best lack all conviction, while the worst Are full of passionate intensity. (Yeats) Additionally, religious feeling, a powerful subjective and tribal experience, has become confounded with the law, which aspires to universality and objectivity. Faith is displacing reason in the conduct of civil affairs in the United States, and religion is distorted by being pushed away from universal moral principles toward a role as shill for war and materialism. Karen Armstrong explains that compassion is the paramount value of great religions, but “Compassion is not a popular virtue, because it demands the laying aside of the ego that we identify with our deepest self; so people often prefer being right to being compassionate.” (Armstrong, 1994) Our mythology—both in Canada and the United States—asserts that voting should be employed to create national and individual advancement. Politics in the United States has instead been converted for many into a vehicle for deceiving voters into acting against patriotism or enlightened self-interest. This is accomplished by flattering their baser instincts, such as greed, and providing short-term ego-gratification. The mantra of tax reduction is the codeword for greed, while the disparagement of the other—whether gay, dark, foreign, or liberal—is a vehicle for inflating the voter’s ego. This ego-gratification is the “personal affectivity” of which Piaget spoke. In contrast, Canada’s multilingual and multicultural commitments create significant resistance to this divisive approach, tilting it instead toward the mature alternative of compassion for, and understanding of, the other on the path to one’s own self-realization. References available on request. Paul Shaker, Ph.D., is professor and former Dean of Education at Simon Fraser University. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media jthornthwaite last tweet "Please join me in recognizing the vital work foster families do for B.C. kids http://t.co/bdYy1yh9Jc #FosterFamilyMonth #northvan #bcpoli" @jthornthwaite - 10:56pm Follow @jthornthwaite BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141008,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/TheTyee/status/519187622280036352,The Tyee on Twitter: "Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign #cdnpoli http://t.co/zfAV3TKTXf" Twitter Search query Search Twitter Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Language: English Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Have an account? Sign in New to Twitter? Join Today » Sign In Phone, email or username Password Sign in Remember me Forgot password? Already using Twitter via text message? Follow Following Unfollow Blocked Unblock Pending Cancel The Tyee ‏ @TheTyee Oct 6 Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign #cdnpoli http://thetyee.ca/Opinion/2014/10/06/Reign-of-Stephen-Harper/?utm_source=editor-tweet&utm_medium=twitter&utm_campaign=061014 … Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Retweets 12 Favorites 3 11:09 AM - 6 Oct 2014 Daily Llama ‏ @answerallman Oct 6 @TheTyee @KaraArdan Manning's father's politics were defeated in AB in 1971 Canada will defeat Preston's hateful divisive brand in 2015 Ok! Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Don’t miss any updates from The Tyee © 2014 Twitter About Help Ads info Close Flag this media This has already been marked as containing sensitive content. Flag this as containing potentially illegal content. Submit Cancel Learn more about flagging media Dismiss Close Previous Next Close Go to a person's profile Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Close Retweet this to your followers? Cancel Retweet Close Are you sure you want to delete this Tweet? Cancel Delete Close Block Cancel Block Add a location to your Tweets When you tweet with a location, Twitter stores that location. You can switch location on/off before each Tweet and always have the option to delete your location history. Learn more Turn location on Not now Turn off location Close Profile summary Close Your lists Close Create a new list List name Description Under 100 characters, optional Privacy Public · Anyone can follow this list Private · Only you can access this list Save list Close Close Embed this Tweet Add this Tweet to your website by copying the code below. Learn more Hmm, there was a problem reaching the server. Try again? Include parent Tweet Include media Preview Close Sign up for Twitter Not on Twitter? Sign up, tune into the things you care about, and get updates as they happen. Have an account? Sign in » Close Two-way (sending and receiving) short codes: Country Code For customers of United States 40404 (any) Canada 21212 (any) United Kingdom 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM Haiti 40404 Digicel, Voila Ireland 51210 Vodafone, O2 India 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Indonesia 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » See SMS short codes for other countries Close Confirmation)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141003,www.facebook.com,https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10152675176922065&set=p.10152675176922065&type=1&src=https%3A%2F%2Ffbcdn-sphotos-b-a.akamaihd.net%2Fhphotos-ak-xfp1%2Fv%2Ft1.0-9%2F10622925_10152675176922065_4621066482894552675_n.jpg%3Foh%3De662d74a1cc7dc7c97202417e07e57fe%26oe%3D548445FB%26__gda__%3D1420769438_374d7aa491b56697a2bc999de08d9819&size=400%2C137&source=24&player_origin=photos,Jacquie Jones - Jacquie Jones's Photos | Facebook Facebook logo Email or Phone Password Keep me logged in Forgot your password? Sign Up Jacquie Jones's Photos Back to Album Next      CancelDone Cropping Drag the corners of the box above to crop your new profile photo. Saving your new profile picture Jacquie Jones Looks like the Federation of Labour had already made up their mind, before Sept 1st, the date of this letter. At Charles Hays Secondary School in Prince Rupert they have a plan for a better education. It's called collaborating. From:Jacquie Jones's Photos Open Photo ViewerDownloadMake Profile PictureEmbed Post Mobile Find Friends Badges People Pages Places Games Locations About Create Ad Create Page Developers Careers Privacy Cookies Terms Help Facebook © 2014 · English (US))
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "RT @nationalpost: Tories' temporary foreign worker overhaul is 'tragically misdirected': Christy Clark http://t.co/EV5YPyV9lC" @John_Yap - 02:49pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/SocialJustice.aspx?id=6304&printPage=true,BCTF > The Ribbon Simulation Game  	BCTF Social Justice  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Social Justice > Issues > Peace and Global Education The Ribbon Simulation Game Project undertaken by B.C. Teachers for Peace and Global Education (PAGE) Surrey and the Johnston Heights Secondary School Global Issues Club Discrimination based on ethnicity, social status, gender, age, religion or disability is a world phenomenon. We can lessen or eliminate the harmful effects of discrimination only with education. The aim of the Ribbon Simulation Game is to do exactly this; by putting a group of youth through a role playing game—to feel the injustice of discriminating treatment and make them think and discuss ways to heal this world problem. Since the game is highly flexible, it can be placed in any local or international setting. It is the role of the trained six youth facilitators to steer the focus onto local or international problems of racism at the end of the game at the debriefing section. Since this is the most important part of the game, it is highly recommended to prepare a list of questions ahead by student leaders and their sponsor teacher. History of origin The idea of the game was first created during the Premier’s “Your Voice, Your Choices” youth forum focusing on multiculturalism for secondary school students in November 1998. Each school was asked to draft a solid plan to promote diversity within their own school. Johnston Heights Secondary sent six students, all active members of the school's Global Issues Club. Their efforts resulted in the Ribbon Simulation Game which was performed first in 1999 and afterwards several times within the school and in the neighbouring high schools. Each year the game became more refined into its present form, which won the Year 2000 End Racism Award. Racism is a product of ignorance and has many different forms. The students decided to tackle “discrimination.” Discrimination is the unfavorable treatment of individuals or groups based on race, gender, age, religion, ethnicity, disability or social status. The students designed this interactive and fun-filled game around discrimination based on financial status. Their reasoning was that the students themselves belonged to a great variety of ethnic and racial backgrounds; they did not want anyone to walk away with hurt feelings. Equipment 4 poster-size signs – painted to describe the market town of ADANAC where the game will take place, as follows:      “ADANAC”      “Market” (representing the rich market and painted elaborately)      “Market” (representing the affordable market and painted accordingly)      “Market” (representing the poor market and sparsely scribbled) Merchandise sold at the markets – a collection of house hold items such as toys, clothes, empty cereal and cookie boxes, books, or anything gathered by the students. Red, Yellow and Blue ribbons – a dozen of each colour to hang around the participants’ necks. Paper ‘Money' – coloured construction paper works well for this. A single denomination is all that is required. Several empty boxes or storage bins – to store and carry the above items. Roles Facilitators – six students who are trained to lead the game and who play changing roles through the course of the game: 3 shop keepers 1 police officer 1 judge 1 casino owner 2 robbers, one rich, one poor 1 lawyer   Participants – a class or a group of 20 to 30 students, 14 to 19 years of age. Description of the game The Game starts with a brief introduction of goals and objectives. The facilitators attempt to warm up the atmosphere with an icebreaker named “Ultra Being” (explained on video) to reduce the discomfort between the students. After five minutes each participant is assigned one of the identities made of red, yellow and blue ribbon, which during the game will affect how they are treated by the facilitators. The three groups are then divided, at which time the student facilitators give the participants their currency according to their placement in the rich, middle, or poor class. The student facilitators then explain the rules of the game. The students are directed to the markets in the town of ADANAC and are encouraged to ‘shop’ at all of the markets to purchase items. However, they should soon realize that the facilitator’s attitudes differ greatly depending on their different financial status indicated by their coloured ribbon. Sometimes the tension grows so high that vigorous protest will arise from the participants. The participants react to the over dramatized actions of the facilitators and the inequality that they witness. The “Robbers” get caught by the police and put into ‘jail’ (a square delineated on the floor somewhere with masking tape). After 15 to 20 minutes of activities, the ‘poor’ market is taken away from its owner, who cannot pay his rent, to open a casino. The participants at this time are instructed to settle down and to sit down on the floor in front of the judge. The court scene. During the court scene the lawyer defends the case of the ‘rich’ robber. The ‘poor’ robber gets no representation and therefore gets convicted. Often at this point the participants will voice their sense of injustice. It is at this point that the facilitators remind the participants that this is only a game. Debriefing. The debriefing is the most important part of the game. Facilitators should assist in reflecting upon the game by asking questions: “How did you feel during the game? Were you treated special because you had money? Were you treated rudely because you were poor?” “What is discrimination? Why do you think that people discriminate? Did you notice different forms of discrimination?” Ask students to bring up examples from their own lives, experiences from school, community, or even their homes. “What can you do to combat discrimination? In what ways might you be able to prevent this kind of hurt?” Debriefing should take approximately 20 to 30 minutes. Further suggestions The game is highly adaptable and flexible to modification or changes. The success of the game greatly depends on the facilitators. To train the facilitators we suggest natural student leaders, members of the multicultural club or global issues club, senior drama students, etc. Creativity and improvisation is encouraged.    The Antiracism Video The Ribbon Simulation antiracism video visually explains the game with a shortened 'sample play'. Here are some excerpts from the video: An introduction shows each stage of the game (2:06). The roles summary explains the role of each facilitator (2:07). The casino takeover depicts a staged confrontation between two facilitators (0:20). The debriefing explanation describes this vital stage of the game (0:32). Students express their thoughts during the debriefing (1:15). The video is available for purchase from Peace and Global Educators, Surrey chapter for $15, postage included. To order, or for further information contact Beata Hittrich at 604-433-9765 or at bhittrich@hotmail.com. Project funding supplied by the B.C. Teachers’ Federation’s Global Education Grant Project (International Program) with support from the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA).)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7938,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 5, March 2005 International Day for the Elimination of Racism, March 21 Since 1966, March 21 has been recognized by the United Nations as the International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination. On March 21, 1960, the Sharpeville Massacre occurred in South Africa; 250 black people, mostly women, were killed or injured by apartheid government police. March 21 has been recognized around the world as the day people of all races stand together to say, Never again will people be killed because of the colour of their skin. Commemorate March 21 with your colleagues, students, and communities. You can: • join with multicultural community organizational activities. • sponsor a BCTF social justice workshop. • support student, teacher, and community initiatives that challenge racism. • celebrate the lives and accomplishments of people of all races. • make it clear that you stand against racism, bullying, and discrimination. For further resources and information, visit • www.tgmag.ca/march21/order.html • www.pch.gc.ca, search "March21" • or call 1-888-MARCH21. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=21675,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > October 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 23, Number 2, October 2010   From tech-dummy to tech-savvy By Samantha Lambright   Let’s get this straight. I’ve never been tempted to spend my free time under the glow of my computer screen—not when I could be hiking, biking, or paddling instead. I’ve always thought techies had an otherworldly knowledge I just couldn’t “get.” The moment I walked into my first teaching contract and saw three massive computers at the back of my classroom, I relegated them to “good copywriting.” So why am I now a teacher who uses Web 2.0 applications with a laptop, Smartboard, and student computers every day? It started without much choice: my district introduced a 1:1 laptop program. It’s not that I was resistant, but I was definitely new to it all and didn’t have all the skills necessary (I still don’t). But I was hooked once I realized that, finally, it’s about education technology, instead of technology education. These days it’s a means to an end, not the end itself. Though geared up for my first attempts in the classroom by in-service from my district, I still wasn’t completely converted to the “tech side.” After all, we’ve all attended workshops that we’ve never put into practice. No, the real key to why I’ve converted my practice is because of the connection I’ve made with the students. All those years I believed tech culture would turn me into a paler, more solitary version of myself huddled in a dark room, and I discovered that it had the opposite effect! Picture it—I started my lesson nervously, with my PC hooked up to the projector, and the students each following on their iBooks. I feared my lesson would end midway due to system failure, or my inexperience. I didn’t know much about Macs, and I knew my students did. This forced me into my most important decision. I asked the students for help. An 11-year-old casually offered us the needed command on a Mac, and we moved on without interruption. Once we were in motion, and I was over my first hurdle, my attitude changed. The students and I became learners together. In every lesson, someone offered a gem of a shortcut, or insight into a software tool as it was discovered. Learning and teaching roles in my classroom took on more flexible, sometimes even interchangeable processes. Now I have the courage to do more with my computer and any software I find intriguing. Like all teachers, I don’t have the time to become an expert overnight, especially these days when new software is old in a matter of months. Nevertheless, I play with a program over the weekend, and introduce it to the class on Monday. The best part is, I always tell the students that I only know enough to get us through the assignment, but I need them to share tips and tricks they learn as they go, to finesse our knowledge and skill-base, and increase our efficiency. The more I play around with the media of my students’ world, the better I get. I attend workshops and conferences about education technology when I can. Now I am even reading teacher blogs, watching TeacherTube for inspiration, and discussing ideas with colleagues, whether they’re techies or not. Experts provoked me to reflect on the quickening pace of technological change since my father was born (1934), heck, even since I was born (1976). Then it hit me how much more quickly communications will change—not when my students graduate from high school, but by the time they leave elementary school. Might paper and pencil eventually become obsolete? My sense of urgency to teach using tech tools peaked once I realized that, someday, even learning English may not be as high a priority as learning computer languages. Take the next step in your education technology journey by joining the Computer Using Educators of BC (CUEBC) Provincial Specialist Association (PSA). Samantha Lambright teaches at Gitwinksihlkw Elementary School, Gitwinksihlkw.  Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/issues/resources.aspx?id=24077&printPage=true,BCTF > Teaching to Diversity > Mental Health: Case studies  	Untitled Page  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Issues in Education > Inclusive Education > Teaching to Diversity Mental Health: Classroom Strategies and Case studies Disclaimer: The creators of this guide are not experts or professionals in mental health. Information and links provided in this guide are meant to serve as examples and suggestions, not as a substitute for the advice of an appropriate health care professional. The services of a competent and qualified professional, such as a physician or mental health professional, should be sought if professional advice is required.  For additional resources and information, go to the BCTF Mental Health page  or to the entry on Mental Health in the General resource section.  Obsessive Compulsive Disorder In the classroom, the teacher could: refrain from making comparisons between students’ academic performance or behaviour treat students as unique individuals provide a warm and supportive learning environment where mistakes are viewed as a natural part of the learning process. Post-traumatic Stress Disorder In the classroom, the teacher could: work closely with parents and medical staff to understand how to manage fear-based behaviours break tasks down into small chunks provide lots of positive feedback engage in school related activities like clubs and sports Links for more information: www.heretohelp.bc.ca   Suicide In the classroom, the teacher could: be observant and know the warning signs of suicide. pay attention to suspicions and trust own judgment. Links for more information: www.depressedteen.com   Anxiety Disorder In the classroom, the teacher could encourage: physical activity and opportunities to move around the room journaling breaking down assignment and test into manageable chunks deep breathing (five deep breaths) counting from 50 backwards Links for more information: www.mcf.gov.bc.ca/mental_health   Case Study 1: Anxiety disorder  Thomas, a student in Mr. Jack’s grade 4 class, is frequently absent from school. When Thomas does attend class, he expresses severe stomach pain, as well as physical pain all over his body. When Mr. Jack encourages Thomas to participate in social activities in an attempt to distract Thomas from his physical symptoms, Thomas refuses. In addition, Thomas is a high achiever who worries excessively about his homework and grades. However, his lack of attendance has not helped Thomas’s ability to keep up with his academic assignments; as a result, Thomas’s grades have been declining over the course of the school year. Bipolar Affective Disorder In the classroom, the teacher could become familiar with the warning signs of relapse: increased energy restlessness rapid speech   racing thoughts poor judgment easily distracted Links for more information: www.bipolarchild.com   Case Study 2: Bipolar affective disorder  Tanya is a grade 12 student in Mr. Rick’s Digital Art 12 class. Over the course of the last 5 months, Tanya’s attendance has become increasingly inconsistent. Some days, Tanya comes to class full of energy, confidence, and feelings of euphoria, while others she is withdrawn, sad and hopeless. Mr. Rick initially equated Tanya’s sudden shifts in mood with the pressures of graduation. However, Tanya’s extreme shifts in her affect are becoming more consistent and frequent. Mr. Rick is finding it difficult to motivate Tanya to complete even the simplest in-class assignments on days Tanya is feeling down. On days when Tanya appears up-beat and happy, Mr. Rick also has a difficult time getting Tanya to settle down and concentrate on her work. Depression In the classroom, the teacher could: encourage self expression through journaling, drawing sport or dance encourage involvement in clubs and other school based activities report any expression of suicidal thought immediately create a warm and welcoming classroom environment Links for more information: www.depressedteen.com   Case Study 3: Depression  Although Sylvia has been one of the most social, outspoken and diligent students in Ms. Lee’s grade 7 class, she returned from the Christmas break withdrawn, quiet, and low in energy. Ms. Lee initially thought that Sylvia may need just a couple of weeks to transition back to school, but Spring Break is approaching and Sylvia continues to have difficulty concentrating, staying on task and completing her homework. When Ms. Lee asks Sylvia why she is not completing her homework, Sylvia responds by saying, “I don’t know,” or “No one cares, anyway.” In addition, Sylvia has isolated herself from her peers, preferring to sit in the back of the classroom and not participating in class activities unless she is specifically called upon to do so.     Case Study 4: Gaming Addiction and Depression  Ryan is a grade 9 student in Mr. Stewart’s computer class who has exceptional abilities in navigating and solving complex computer equations. However, as the school year has progressed, Mr. Stewart has noticed Ryan’s motivation to complete his academic assignments decreasing to the point that Ryan is not handing in his homework. Ryan’s attendance also has become sporadic. When he shows up to class, he appears exhausted. By Spring Break, Ryan is not attending school nor is he seen socializing with his friends. When Mr. Stewart asked Ryan’s best friend if he had  seen Ryan around lately, his best friend said, “No, all Ryan wants to do is play on his computer at home…he stays up all night playing and does not want to hang out with me anymore.”  See Glossary for information on co-morbidity and concurrent disorders. Links for more information:  www.communityinfo.bc.a/adirs.htm   Separation Anxiety Disorder In the classroom, the teacher could: recognize that September can be a difficult month for such children and that a transition plan progressive in nature will need to be developed, particularly for younger children involve the child in an activity which they enjoy immediately upon entering the classroom (distraction techniques) model calm behavior Case Study 5: Separation Anxiety disorder  Ms. Harper, who teaches a grade 4 class, has become very concerned about the behavior of one of her students. Melanie has attended the school since kindergarten and has always presented as a somewhat shy, but very hardworking and conscientious student. She has a few close friends that she plays with at recess and lunch and they always seem to get along well. Schoolwork doesn’t come easily to Melanie, as she had struggled in learning to read. In class, she takes longer than most students to get her work done, but mostly this seems to be due to her tendency to get caught daydreaming or doodling. While she still receives learning support, Melanie’s strong desire to get good grades and her hardworking nature has always helped her to keep up with her schoolwork and achieve average grades on her report cards. However, since the start of this school year, Melanie’s attitude towards school has changed. A few months ago, Melanie’s parents notified Ms. Harper that Melanie was having difficulty sleeping at night and in the mornings she was fighting with her parents, refusing to get out of her pajamas or get ready for school. Ms. Harper hasn’t notice any changes in Melanie’s behavior or attitude when she is in class; however, she is very concerned by some of the interactions she observed when Melanie’s parents would drop her off at school in the morning. She sees Melanie refusing to get out of her parents car, screaming and yelling at them. There have also been many days recently where the parents interrupted Ms. Harper’s morning lesson, hoping she could help convince Melanie to enter the class. Ms. Harper does not how to best support this student, as Melanie seems fine when she’s in class and only seems to have these disruptive outbursts with her parents. See Glossary for concurrent disabilities. Oppositional Defiant Disorder In the classroom, the teacher could: be generous with praise and positive reinforcement set age appropriate limits with consequences and be consistent take time out from a conflict—don’t engage in argument Links for more information: www.bckidsmentalhealth.org   Case Study 6: Oppositional Defiant Disorder  Sandra, a 12 year old girl who is extremely bright and articulate, is a new student in Ms. Robinson’s grade 7 class. Her teacher Ms. Robinson is impressed by Sandra’s ability to express her ideas on paper and has noted the quality of her verbal contributions to classroom discussions. However, Ms. Robinson has also noted that Sandra cannot take “no” for an answer and often argues with her over small, insignificant requests. It seems that Sandra will argue over everything. At first Ms. Robinson thought to herself that Sandra would make a good lawyer as she seems to have an argument for everything. But over time, Sandra’s behavior has become increasingly difficult to cope with. The other students are becoming annoyed with Sandra too, feeling that Sandra is wasting their time with her constant arguments. Sandra is becoming increasingly socially isolated, and often presents as moody, verbally lashing out at her peers. Sandra is so argumentative that on one occasion Ms. Robinson, in an attempt to speak with Sandra about her behavior, started by saying she was a bright, creative girl, but was cut short by Sandra who argued she was not a girl but was instead a tree.       Self Harm In the classroom, the teacher could: help students to express and identify their feelings be available to talk to a student to break them out of feelings of isolation, be a good listener, take your cues from the student (don’t over react, self harm is not an attempt at suicide) consult with your school counselor let the student know that self harm is common and that they are not alone Case Study 7: Self harm  Ms. Brick is a grade 10 Physical Education Teacher who also coaches the senior girls’ volleyball team. Over the course of the Spring season, Ms. Brick is surprised to see Ashley still wearing long sleeve shirts underneath her volleyball jersey. When Ms. Brick approached Ashley to discuss her concerns of overheating during games, Ashley insisted she was cold and refused to remove her long sleeve shirt even though sweat was pouring down her face. Furthermore, Ashley refused to pull up her sleeves to release some of the heat that she was experiencing. On a rare occasion when Ashley pulls up her sleeve for a brief moment, Ms. Brick notices a succession of scars along Ashley’s right inner forearm. When Ms. Brick politely asks Ashley about her scars, Ashley dismisses Ms. Brick’s concerns quickly and says that it is “nothing.”  )
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2011/01/bcpsea-wrong-people-to-bargain-with.html?showComment0751296505453955,Staffroom Confidential: BCPSEA - the wrong people to bargain with teachers Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Sunday, January 30, 2011 BCPSEA - the wrong people to bargain with teachers The BC Public School Employer's Association is not popular with teachers. It was imposed as a provincial bargaining agent in the mid-90's and teachers were denied their right to bargain locally, directly with their school Trustees. BCPSEA has failed to negotiate agreements in every round of bargaining except 2006, when a government signing bonus was on the table. Government intervention has been used in every other case. BCPSEA is not an organization of educators. It's employees are bureaucrats with very large salaries who typically have degrees in HR or business. These are the people that are entrusted with negotiating with teachers to reach the best collective agreements to serve Boards of Education who deliver educational programs in schools. It just doesn't make sense. And it is galling to read one of the first "tweets" from BCPSEA announcing their entrance to the twittersphere: "Spread the word in your District. BCPSEA updates now on Twitter. The first and most accurate factual information on education issues." Perhaps if you go to your lawyer or banker to seek information and expertise on educational issues, you might equally trust BCPSEA. I personally would ask an educator. Local teacher associations around the province are frustrated with the impact BCPSEA has had on relations with their local school Boards. Every time we try to work with Boards to modify our collective agreements where a provision clearly isn't working for either party, BCPSEA interferes. This has hampered our ability to discuss standardized testing, class size and composition, the school year, to name just a few issues. These issues are critical to students and families, and their interests should not be represented by unaccountable bureaucrats. BCPSEA is accountable to almost no one. Yes, they are directed by a Council elected by representatives of school Trustees. But that is a far cry from the type of accountability that locally elected Trustees have. We used to negotiate directly with these locally elected Trustees. If a Board did something unpopular in the community, the Trustees would know come the next election. In contrast, BCPSEA employees never answer to the public. A parent can phone their Trustee. They would have trouble getting in touch with their BCPSEA representative and they would have even more trouble having them listen and act on their concern. It is interesting that the one small piece of accountability there is - the election of the Chair by Trustee reps - actually got exercised this weekend. In a suprise "upset" (as Janet Steffenhagen called it), former Chair Ron Christensen was ousted and replaced by Mel Joy at last weekend's BCPSEA Annual General Meeting. I hope this was a response to the decades long failure of BCPSEA to act in a way that assists and improves Boards' ability to deliver quality education. Teachers are hoping this round to bargain a whole lot more with our local Boards. We believe that sensible solutions to local issues that will serve the local community are best made by those who live and work there and understand the needs. They are best developed by those directly elected by the parents and citizens in that community. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 8:47 AM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 17 comments: TobeyJanuary 30, 2011 at 9:30 AM Beautiful! Glad to see the BCPSEA problematized! They definitely do *not* represent the interests of the public, the values of professional educationists, or the needs of students. The class and power dynamics here are critical; but, sadly, many of us ignore or avoid the implications of stratified power. For instance, look at how de-fanged May Day has become - a holiday which commemorates the solidarity and legitimacy of labour militancy has come to be purveyed as a 'day for relaxation'. Discussions of class and power may not be in the interests of the elite, but for those of us in the trenches it's an absolute necessity. Cheers for highlighting this particular lack.ReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 30, 2011 at 8:45 PM Hi Tara, This is Silas White, elected trustee director at BCPSEA, also board chair on the Sunshine Coast. For both positions I feel very accountable to the public, part of which is trying to follow any concerns and feedback expressed online... But there are more similarities between my provincial and local roles, too. Locally and provincially, accountable trustees set direction for bargaining. But also both locally and provincially, boards delegate the actual daily work of bargaining and labour relations to professional staff. There is some local bargaining for teachers (we do a lot on the Sunshine Coast) and of course support staff, and in these cases again trustees may set direction but don't necessarily sit at the bargaining table. Boards typically have 0-2 trustees involved, and their roles are to liaison with the board and represent general board direction but not to do the legwork of bargaining. Just like BCPSEA, HR professionals and other hired staff do this. As far as "educators" go, I expect you're not suggesting that teachers should be bargaining with teachers, but rather that a superintendent or principal is often on a local team. Provincially, BCPSEA has a seconded superintendent on its team: Mike Roberts from Central Okanagan. Other BCPSEA staff including Hugh Finlayson and Jacquie Griffiths also used to work for school districts; if they still did under a local bargaining model, they'd be doing that work locally for trustees rather than provincially for trustees. Also, we all need to be realistic that the provincial government is a key player because it funds boards and also regulates both provincial and local bargaining, and numerous other aspects of education, with provincial legislation. So importantly, BCPSEA also has this representation at the table (though the majority is still trustees). As a trustee rep I feel my effectiveness at BCPSEA would be drastically reduced if we were left to merely speculate on government activity in relation to our discussions. Finally, the election yesterday was a positive response to Mel's candidacy rather than a negative response to Ron's. Ron has been instrumental and visionary in encouraging a younger generation of trustees, and evidently people felt it is time for this new leadership to step forward. It was bound to happen sometime, and such a generational shift will inevitably happen in other organizations, too. Maybe quite suddenly, like this was. But an election of a new chair simply cannot change BCPSEA's role, mandate and structure, which was set by the Clark government in 1994. BCPSEA does so happen to be the provincial bargaining agent to represent boards in teacher bargaining, which seems to be your main complaint about the organization... However, I do think if there is going to be a change we could all start by being a lot less adversarial. You mention the connection to parents, citizens, community and I can definitely confirm as someone elected by those people that their first wish in these matters is for both sides to cut down on the political rhetoric and work out some solutions for the best interests of our students and public education. Personally, I feel this can be accomplished at the provincial table, but I'm also open to a BCTF-BCPSEA discussion on the split of provincial/local matters. (I should also mention I appreciate your portrayal of boards in this posting much more than in your last posting.)ReplyDelete Jason ScottJanuary 30, 2011 at 10:34 PM Hi Tara, thanks for blogging. I like to hear your perspective, though personally I feel there are quite a few black-and-white statements in your posts. I'm a parent and a trustee (sd46-funnily enough same as SW above); but I'm also just a person who cares about education like you, and I assume you're open to questions since you're in the blogosphere. I'm curious about this statement that I've heard a few times lately: "BCPSEA has failed to negotiate agreements in every round of bargaining except 2006" Hasn't BCTF also failed to negotiate agreements in every round of bargaining except 2006? Only seems fair to mention that both sides failed to reach agreements. No? J ScottReplyDelete Tara EhrckeJanuary 31, 2011 at 8:12 AM Thanks for the thoughtful comments. A few responses. When we negotiate issues locally we talk to Superintendents, Associates and Principals. While we may have different viewpoints, we all share a common knowledge of life in schools. That is the piece missing when discussing issues with HR managers or lawyers or professional bargainers. It is fine to talk about salary with an HR manager, but when we discuss school based teams, or staff committees, it is essential I believe to have that common framework for discussion. You mention that Boards delegate bargaining to staff. That has not been the history in Victoria and I believe many districts. We always had Trustees (up to three at a time even!) sit directly on the district's local bargaining team. Yes the province is a player. That is why we believe the Province should provide a funding envelope for local Boards to use to bargain locally. This was the model adopted in Ontario and was very successful in allowing local Boards to allocate those resources in ways that made sense for the teachers and communities. Maybe in some Districts this will go to upgrade teacherages. Maybe in others to enhance funding for travel costs for professional development, for example. Trustees do direct BCPSEA, and if they thought BCPSEA was broken they could withhold their fees/participation. Boards of Education had two substantive functions at their inception: taxation and bargaining (a form of management right). Both have been removed. This, in my opinion, deprives them of much of the significant decision making authority which ought to come with that elected office. They are not functions which have been stripped from municipalities. But school Boards have become less and less relevant under this governance model. This is a shame, as they are one of the key forms of democratic control at the local level. On J Scott's remark about failing to negotiate. I think it is hard to blame teachers for "failing" when we have been unilaterally legislated back to work. This happened in 2002 and again in 2005. It is my honest belief that BCPSEA knew government would do this and that as a result they did not bargain meaningfully. If you would like some concrete evidence, please take a look at the court case taking place over Bill 27 and 28, in which the BCTF introduced evidence that showed the direct relationship between government legislation and BCPSEA bargaining. You can find details on the BCTF web site.ReplyDelete Jason ScottJanuary 31, 2011 at 12:24 PM Thanks for furthering the dialogue. I respect your opinion, and I'm not here to refute that. I'm just saying that when two parties (or groups) fail to reach an agreement in negotiations, both "sides" need to take responsibility for that. It's the only way to move forward, in my opinion. J ScottReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 31, 2011 at 4:05 PM PART 2 (from Silas): There are no board fees for BCPSEA so the structural accountability component is largely through the election of trustees to the board of directors. And if trustees felt BCPSEA was broken we would definitely hear about it. Trustee and board participation in the Rep Council and AGM last week was more positive and extensive than I've ever seen it. I believe only one or two boards out of 60 weren't represented, due to conflicting schedules. I can relate to your governance comments, though at the same time I understand why the Province made these changes: equity. I live in a region (and time) where building public support for school taxes would be brutal because about half our population is over the age of 50. In regions where a higher proportion of the population is directly connected to public education, or likewise just has more per-capita wealth than others, a board would be able to raise more taxes and offer better programs to their students than in other districts. Bargaining is similar: as far as the distribution of funds goes, it needs to be equitable. Secondly, certainly salary harmonization and also some common working conditions, processes and other practices among teachers throughout the province would also be impossible under local bargaining. And how about porting of seniority and sick leave? I realize I'm now referring to the extreme of full local bargaining, but it seems as though you are, too, especially with the funding envelope suggestion. As far as a BCTF-BCPSEA discussion on the current provincial-local split goes, as I said before that is not a bad thought. I can speak from personal experience, though, that my district conducts quite a lot of mid-contract modification bargaining and we and our local never seem to run out of issues to work on that are already classified as local. But I also understand that the BCTF feels there can be too many restrictions around the current process for local bargaining, which would also inevitably be part of any discussion on the split.ReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 31, 2011 at 4:06 PM Hi Tara, Silas here again, still needing to get a WordPress or Google sign-in. And responding in 2 parts! (guess I just need my own blog) PART 1: At the provincial level, the role of the seconded superintendent will certainly be to represent that common knowledge of life in schools, and to share it with the rest of the bargaining team. It has also been (and will continue to be) to connect with superintendents and principals around the province to strengthen that commonality and knowledge at the table. He is one person, but on the other hand he has been seconded to focus on representing that educational perspective in bargaining and labour relations -- so he isn't juggling hundreds of other non-bargaining demands and urgent issues like a local superintendent would be during local bargaining. And this is actually one of local boards' greatest concerns re: local bargaining. When we have all our superintendents and other key staff focused on bargaining throughout the province (in addition to the teacher reps, of course) it can be a serious drain on the daily operations and educational focus of our system. In some districts, it simply isn't practicable. So why don't only the trustees bargain, then? Well we don't have that firsthand classroom/school knowledge you talk about. And I say this as someone who has been relatively active in local bargaining. But in addition to that classroom knowledge it is just as important to have school district HR professionals involved because they're the ones who deal with the collective agreement every day, probably have the most year-round contact with local presidents such as yourself, are most aware of all recent grievances, etc. So these HR professionals are involved at the provincial stage just as they would be at local tables. As I mentioned, I'm in a district where trustees are more involved than many others in bargaining -- and yet we certainly don't do the legwork because we aren't immersed in either the classroom or collective agreement as our daily work. I like to think we contribute valuable input to our team, but realistically teachers aren't "bargaining with the trustees." Although, I am interested in the Victoria model you mention so will check into it with present and past Victoria trustee associates. But realistically, the Victoria experience is not what most teacher locals would be looking at in local bargaining today. Just take a look at support staff tables or mid-contract modification tables, and you won't find many trustees. Re: the funding envelope idea, the other side of this is that it can hang boards out to dry when there isn't much to offer from provincial coffers, or in the present case, when there is net-zero to offer. So the centralization of a situation like this, when we're all under these very same conditions set by the province anyway, and there really isn't any flexibility to make the localized decisions like the examples you provided, makes a lot of sense.ReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 31, 2011 at 4:08 PM Sorry those appeared backwards! Read the bottom one first.ReplyDelete Tara EhrckeFebruary 1, 2011 at 7:56 AM Hi Silas - We are not proposing the "big" money items at the local table...salary and benefits. Although there is a case to be made by Boards that these should be. In a remote District a Board might want higher salaries to attract teachers. Salaries are not harmonized right now - they vary quite a bit from district to district. Nor are benefits. The equity piece is dealt with through the funding envelope - it needs to be allocated in an equitable fashion (eg. per FTE student). My point about funding was not that I want local taxation back, just that the general model has been to strip Boards of their powers. I agree with you that equitable distribution is essential with respect to the funding. In fact, many of the current grant structures (e.g. Community Link) and the funding provided by International students and parent fundraising still create considerable inequity in the funding available to Boards and schools. The funding model was originally changed for equity reasons (after the Cameron Commission in the late 40's). But other parts of the governance model that have changed are about stripping Boards of their relevance, and bargaining is one of them. Victoria negotiated porting of sick leave way back in the 90's locally. No need to do this provincially. And many of us don't like portability of seniority here! Many of the items we want to bargain are not even cost items. Of our thirty odd priorities less than half are money items and many of the money items are small money items. For example, we would like to increase the allotment of PD funds to teachers. We currently receive $87 per year. Meanwhile, administrators get close to $1000. If there has been room in the budget to increase administrator PD funds, why not teacher? Doubling our PD funds would cost the District less than $100,000 - a small money item in a $170 million budget. Or why not redistribute that same funding equitably to all educators? We would like language defining health and safety committees - no cost. A parental complaint process - no cost. I could go on. In fact, the costs to Board arise when these issues are not dealt with. They end up as grievances and the money goes to lawyers and arbitrators. Our Board is spending close to half a million dollars a year in litigation with us, when they should be just bargaining with us to develop long term solutions to these local problems.ReplyDelete SilasFebruary 2, 2011 at 12:20 PM Hi Tara, Your earlier connection of local taxation to local bargaining is apt. Without local taxation trustees lost autonomy in many areas, but as I said before from a provincial perspective it created some necessary equity for students. When I look at only my district and my position, the more autonomy the better; provincially, though, there is some equity for both students and employees that can be achieved through some centralization. I've heard stories from the glory days of local bargaining in the 70s and 80s and from the employer's side taxation somewhat drove the whole exercise. Sometimes proposals would need to be costed out by how much taxes would need to be raised. But without this notion/utility as part of the formula, those glory days just aren't so romantic anymore. A lot of the control is going to be provincial anyway, so having 60+ provincial tables going may not be the best use of our local resources (your local as well as your district). [And I do understand your cited envelope model--though governance for Ontario boards is structured in a way that they have complementary autonomy and independence in other areas, too, compared to us, so I'm not sure it could work so well here.] But you're absolutely right that this situation has come about as a result of lessened autonomy -- but that issue isn't going to get solved within the current structure. That would need to come from outside, by whom we elect and influence as MLAs. That is an entirely different process and chances are that trustees and teachers have a lot in common regarding what they'd like to see happen provincially (simply more support for public education, for starters). On a quick count, my local CA has about 106 articles, about 35 of which are provincial. PD funds are already local are they not? Same with health & safety? I don't believe we have a complaint process in our CA, but that surely isn't a provincial item. So if these items are already on the local table, is BCTF support for local bargaining actually indicative of dissatisfaction with *LOCAL* bargaining as it stands? Maybe there is a more effective way of addressing this underlying concern than expanding local bargaining, which seems counterintuitive? SilasReplyDelete Tara EhrckeFebruary 8, 2011 at 1:08 PM Not that I can speak for the BCTF, but as a local President I can say that we are frustrated both by how little is at the local table (pd funds are not at the local table, nor are stipends for committees, nor are parental complaints - have a look at Appendix 1 and 2 of the LOU #1 in your teacher collective agreement) and also that every time we try to have local negotiations we are told "BCPSEA told us not to". It is like trying to negotiate with the people who are not really in charge. I hope there will be support from Trustees for increased local bargaining because I think we both have things to gain.ReplyDelete Silas WhiteFebruary 9, 2011 at 6:44 PM All the more reason for a BCTF-BCPSEA discussion on the split, as our working document (at least in SD#46) is unclear. Appendix 1 & 2 do not line up with other local/provincial designations in our document. However "Health and Safety Committee" is consistently designated local. The "BCPSEA told us not to" phenomenon is troubling, as we can probably both agree that it doesn't sound much like real local bargaining. Neither does "BCTF head office told us not to," but I will acknowledge that boards seem to fall back on that former excuse a bit too much. But with more local bargining, you'd just hear it FAR MORE, and BCPSEA would be busier than ever. The biggest reason for "BCPSEA told us not to" is that districts don't have enough resources to handle the current assignment of support staff and limited teacher bargaining. Many of us lean heavily on BCPSEA's advice to the point where I'm sure it almost seems as though BCPSEA is directing local bargaining, which should not be happening. But boards have made it clear to BCPSEA that we can't all handle more local bargaining, and in fact the more that can be dealt with at the provincial table, the better. That said, boards would undoubtedly be willing to listen to arguments that some matters would best be handled split up 60 different ways because of varying unique circumstances across the province; as you've pointed out before, this is really what board governance of education in BC is all about. A discussion about how and why some matters could reasonably be sent to local tables could conceivably be a way to "increase local bargaining" as you're hoping for. Hopefully such a discussion will be the next step.ReplyDelete AnonymousMarch 10, 2011 at 5:33 PM Wow. I stumbled across this blog while doing research and the conversation reflects the reason I left BC politics/schools. Teachers want more money and do less, and use the "it's for the children" bleeding heart card. Well, teachers are over paid and unreliable. Our daughter is in Vancouver and we have a 2 week spring break. THis is only two months after x-mass break, and only 3 months before summer holidays. We've had to find day care for so called PD days, that oddly coincide with long weekends. I'd like to see teachers get a grip on reality and stop and get real work where they are expected to show up 5 days a week and only get a few weeks of holidays a year, not 12 - 14 , and to do it without a pension. Teachers have become a leach on th epublic purse, are no longer professional (given up when unionized), and is out of touch with the people who PAY their salaries.ReplyDelete AnonymousMarch 25, 2011 at 5:33 AM There will come a time (and I hope it's a long way off) where few will step forward to become teachers, and even less to become students.ReplyDelete AnonymousMay 14, 2011 at 8:35 AM Hey here's a novel approach, why not bargain in good faith and quit breaking United Nations and BC Laws? The BC Supreme Court just raked BCPSEA and the govt over the coals for all you've done to my profession. Hers a novel idea, why not bargain in good faith without a ministry dictated agenda? Us teachers all read the recent Supreme Court decision, and guess what people? There wont be another legislated agreement (oxymoron) again in this province. Oh and by the way, for the person who thinks this is a cushy do nothing job, when was the last time you taught 32 kids in a room, one of them legally blind, three identified as ADHD, one also ESL all by yourself? You think doing that and everything else my colleagues and I do is easy? Go get your 5.5 years university education, and you get on in there buddy, and relish your starting take home pay of about 2500 a month.... WOOT WOOT. I dare ya. Its easy to sit on the sidelines and bash teacher isn't it? WHy not, the government does it? How much time have you spent volunteering and helping in your children's schools over the past 5 years? Something everyone needs to consider here, from Wisconsin through to BC, is 70 percent of us whom teach your kids are getting ready to retire in the next 7 years. Hows teacher training and enrollment doing at the BC universities? got lots of potential replacements there now? You better. Do you even care about quality education and our future as a society? Get real, who would go into teaching when you cant even afford to live in Vancouver or the Valley on what a teacher makes. Get real people. Ps...... I can see the 18th green from my living room window, and you shall reap what you sow, so good luck with all this. Im one of the lucky ones getting out of the profession in the next three years. Ill be greeting you at Walmart and playing golf soon. I cant wait to be done with all this garbage. Thanks for ruining the whole concept of being a teacher for many of us, you gutted my passion, made it just a job, and when I complained to my MLA, he told me to find another job. So I did, I quit doing extra curricular ( stuff we do for free) and started my own company and took my skills elsewhere after 3:15 pm. Now you the public, have to pay for what I can offer, outside of the school I work in. Thanks for the advice Mr. MLA, now I can sit on the other side of the fence and just laugh at all the hypocrisy, lying, and cheating being modeled openly for all in society to learn from. Well done. Cheers : )ReplyDelete AnonymousSeptember 22, 2011 at 12:23 AM I am very curious about the costs & salaries at BCPSEA. I can't find anything online about what people--from the "CEO" down to the rank & file at BCPSEA are paid. All I could find when I searched salaries & BCPSEA were teachers' salaries. How much are BC taxpayers paying out annually to this organization? I'd really like to know. A supporter of public education & democracy.ReplyDelete AnonymousNovember 23, 2011 at 9:38 AM I too am very curious as to the compensation packages of all employees at BCPSEA and very curious as to why I can't find this information. They are 'ranked' as one of BC's 'best' employers so it goes without saying that the public should know why. The only firm piece of data I can find is that they cover 100% of employee benefits. Perhaps passing on what makes them 'best' to all those they bargain with would be a good place to start on the road to great.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ▼  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ▼  January (13) What can the revolution in Egypt teach us about 21... BCPSEA - the wrong people to bargain with teachers... BCPSEA discusses bargaining, media and the wired w... Is this the first crack in the BC government's wag... Teacher bargaining in the news What will "personalized" learning look like? A cyn... Has Margaret MacDiarmid forgotten about report car... One Grade Four Teachers Feelings on the FSA Victoria schools pressure parents not to withdraw?... Educators twitter on what learning in the 21st cen... FSAs, Merit Pay, Awards - Why rankings have no pla... Friedman or Finland?: Why we shouldn't rank school... A New Year, A New Attack on Teachers? ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141007,www.huffingtonpost.ca,http://www.huffingtonpost.ca/2014/09/21/bc-teachers-school-starts_n_5858208.html?utm_hp_ref=bc-teachers-strike-2014,B.C. Teachers Return To School As Public Classes Finally Start View mobile site October 7, 2014 Huffpost Canada British Columbia ca Edition: ca Show/Hide Brasil BR Canada CA Deutschland DE España ES France FR Italia IT 日本 (Japan) JP 한국 (Korea) KR Maghreb MG United Kingdom UK United States US Region: BC Show/Hide All Canada Alberta British Columbia Québec (en français) Follow Newsletters Get Canada British ColumbiaNewsletters Email address Enter Email Address Huffington Post Search Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search iOS app Android app More Log in Create Account Notifications 0 $USERNAME Profile Settings Logout FRONT PAGE Politics Ford Still Doesn't Understand Racism 51 Unvetted Judge Joins Supreme Court 43 Kenney Posts Photos Of Iraqi Children To Make Case For ISIL Airstrikes 91 Clinton: Canadian Help In ISIL Fight 'Indispensable' 44 Canadians Left In A Fog Of War 42 Go to Politics More in Politics The Pulse Stephen Harper You Might Also Like US Politics UK Politics Business Porn Company Has A Raunchy Deal For Air Canada Pilots 3 Sun News Just Lost Its Main Source Of Content; What Now? 49 Canadian Cities Surprisingly Unpopular Destinations For Workers 0 This Is How You Rack Up U.S. Roaming Charges While In Canada 14 Look What China Might Actually Build 47 Go to Business More in Business Small Business Money You Might Also Like Tech TechCrunch Autoblog WorldPost Spanish Nurse First To Contract Ebola Outside West Africa 518 It's Been 3 Weeks Since Anyone's Seen Kim And Rumors Are Swirling 91 3 New Findings On ISIS Weapons That You Should Know About 0 Kurds Face Massacre In Syrian Border Town As Turkey Just Watches 334 American Held Hostage By ISIS: 'I Am Obviously Pretty Scared To Die' 70 Go to WorldPost More in WorldPost Foreign Affairs World Elections Arab Uprising Afghanistan War Syria Crisis You Might Also Like Travel Impact Living 100 Pumpkin Carvings That Will Inspire You 0 Fried Maple Leaves Are A Delicacy In Japan, And We're Jealous 6 WATCH: HuffPost Readers School Us On Toronto's Real Must-Eats 2 Toronto Dubbed Fourth Most Livable City In The World 0 33 Signs You Live In Liberty Village 1 Go to Living You Might Also Like Healthy Living Food Recipes Divorce Women Parentdish Green Post50 Weddings Style Best Halloween Costumes For Men And Women 0 Most Offensive Products In Retail 3 Canadian Model Coco Rocha Is Pregnant! 4 LOOK: Matthew McConaughey Wears 'Dazed And Confused' T-Shirt 1 Go to Style More in Style Beauty Fashion Celeb Style Entertaining and Etiquette Stylelist Canada Wedding Style Home Style You Might Also Like Style (U.S.) Weddings Stylelist Canada Entertainment Kris Jenner Opens Up About The Late Robert Kardashian 6 Blake Lively Is Pregnant! 30 Mariah Carey Proves She's Not Lip-Synching 42 Is This Where George Clooney And Amal Alamuddin Honeymooned? 7 Pregnant Kelly Rowland Poses Topless In Black And White Photo Shoot 2 Go to Entertainment You Might Also Like Music Celebrity TV Moviefone Arts The Glamorous History Of Pin-Up Like You've Never Seen It Before 3 1 Here Are A Bunch Of F*cking Delightful Artsy Cat Photos. You're Welcome. 3 This Is What It Really Looks Like To Be A Modern Day Nun 8 New Animation-Inspired Art Show Will Make You Yearn For Saturday Morning Cartoons 0 Go to Arts You Might Also Like Books Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Religion Alberta 20 Puppies Found Abandoned In Field 6 Anti-Abortion Postcard Targets Tory MP.. Again 26 Mystery 'GPO Girl' Turns Up In Calgary 3 Major Saskatchewan Train Derailment 2 Dozens Of Dead Cats Found, Another 62 Euthanized 0 Go to Alberta More in Alberta Alberta Politics Alberta Business Alison Redford Calgary Edmonton British Columbia B.C. Teen Killed By Train Was Wearing Headphones, Texting: RCMP 13 Anthem Singer's Fall Is Lesson In Showmanship 3 Pastafarian Loses B.C. Driver's Licence Over Holy Colander 0 Elderly Asian Women Attacked In Vancouver 0 Lawyers Of Convicted Surrey Six Gangsters Want Mistrial 3 Go to British Columbia More in British Columbia B.C. Politics B.C. Business Christy Clark Vancouver All Sections News Canada Politics Canada Business US Politics US Business World Media Sports Education Crime Weird News Good News Daily Finance Entertainment Entertainment Music TV Celebrity Comedy Arts Books Moviefone Life & Style Living Style Home Healthy Living Taste Weddings Travel Parents Divorce HuffPost 50 Marlo Thomas OWN Tech & Science Tech Science Green Techcrunch Engadget TUAW Joystiq Voices Impact Women Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Religion College Teen Local Quebec (French) Calgary Montreal Ottawa Toronto Vancouver Winnipeg Mapquest Patch.com Our Mobile Apps: iPhone iPad HuffPost Live iPad Android Phone Android Tablet British Columbia B.C. Politics B.C. Business Christy Clark Vancouver Anthem Singer's Fall Is Lesson In Showmanship 2014-10-05 23:32:54 Pastafarian Loses B.C. Driver's Licence Over Holy Colander 2014-10-06 20:10:58 B.C. Teen Killed By Train Was Wearing Headphones, Texting: RCMP 2014-10-07 02:49:46 45 Signs You're A Vancouver Canucks Fan 2014-10-04 00:27:49 Elderly Asian Women Attacked In Vancouver 2014-10-06 17:25:49 When It Comes to Jumbo Glacier Resort, All Questions Lead Back To Powerful Minister 2014-10-06 15:46:02 Aldergrove School Playground Condemned 2014-10-06 17:50:31 Vancouver Mom Who Killed Her 2 Babies Sentenced 2014-10-07 13:46:41 LOOK: Stunning Scenes By B.C.'s October Photographer 2014-10-03 14:22:55 This Derelict Van 'Home' Costs $550/Month To Rent In B.C. 2014-10-03 16:05:46 Officer Admits Abusing Authority While Shoving Woman 2014-10-06 18:41:58 Recognize This Photo? Here's The Story Behind It 2014-10-03 16:58:41 Premier Denies Downplaying B.C. LNG Expectations 2014-10-06 20:57:52 Lawyers Of Convicted Surrey Six Gangsters Want Mistrial 2014-10-06 18:59:52 LOOK: Old Vancouver Bank's New Life 2014-10-03 17:52:32 Previous Story Next Story B.C. Teachers Return To School As Public Classes Finally Start CP  | By Steven Chua, The Canadian Press Posted: 09/21/2014 4:50 pm EDT Updated: 09/21/2014 11:59 pm EDT A classroom at Blundell Elementary in Richmond, B.C. is ready for new students. | Sara Harowitz/HuffPost B.C. Share Tweet Email Comment tumblr reddit VANCOUVER - Many parents and students in B.C. are relieved school is finally starting on Monday after three weeks of delay, and some say there is even a silver lining to the provincewide teachers strike. Half a million students are going back to school after more than 40,000 of the province's public school teachers went on strike in June, shuttering classes for five weeks in two separate school years. Teachers and government reached a deal last week to end the job action. Nicole Makohoniuk, president of the B.C. Confederation of Parental Advisory Councils, said more parents and guardians appear to be engaged with the education system as a result of the job action. "There've been parents showing up to meetings in greater numbers, there've been parents writing letters, social media, sharing what they believe," Makohoniuk said. "It's been very exciting times for us." Jing Wang, a Grade 12 student from Prince Of Wales Secondary, said the strike has increased students' awareness of the school system. "From the dispute I think we've learned a little more about communication and about the B.C. education system," said the 16-year-old. "I did see quite a few more kids start getting a little more engaged." Angelica Poversky, a Grade 11 student from a Vancouver-area suburb, appears to be one of those kids. "I definitely am more aware of what’s going on and a lot of youth are more aware of what’s going on, which is definitely a positive," said Poversky, who attends McMath Secondary in Richmond. The 16-year-old said the strike has made her more aware of the details of how schools are run, such as class size and support staff levels, key issues in the dispute. Edward Le, a Grade 12 student at Sir Winston Churchill Secondary in Vancouver, said the strike has stirred up youth who were not interested in local politics. "I feel that the strike when it hit so much at home for us young people — and the civic engagement it brings — would definitely be good for democracy and our society," the 17-year-old said. But while some students have said they are relieved to be back in school, there are challenges that come with a shortened school year, especially for those who are eyeing post-secondary education. Applications for colleges and universities are looming, and some students are concerned they've lost precious time that could have been used for polishing their admissions forms. “As a senior student talking with my friends and classmates, there’s such a huge sense of worry in terms of 'will we get our applications in on time,'" Wang said. "Even if we get our applications in, how would we be looked at compared to students in other provinces?” Wang said the delayed start of classes could stifle her chances of receiving some scholarships since applications are due as early as October and she's uncertain if her marks will be available that soon. Poversky trying to get into Pearson College, which requires transcripts and teacher references to be submitted in the December of students' Grade 11 year, and she concerned she's lost valuable time that could've been used to acquire solid references. "I'm definitely really worried about that," she said "We missed a lot of school." But some schools said they will be do everything they can to accommodate B.C. students affected by the strike. Dominic Ali, spokesman for the University of Toronto, said his school will work closely with B.C.'s Ministry of Education to figure out a solution to any potential problems. "The University of Toronto will not disadvantage students who cannot present the usual required documents for reasons outside their control," he said in an email statement. Kathleen Massey, the registrar for McGill University, said she will also be looking to B.C. school boards for guidance on admissions and added the post-secondary institution has been flexible with admitting students who missed class in June because of the strike. Education Minister Peter Fassbender has said provincial exams may have to be rescheduled but classes will not be extended to make up for the three weeks of the new school year that teachers were on strike. Depending on the district, classes are expected to start either Monday or Tuesday. The new deal for teachers spans six years and includes a 7.25 per cent salary increase, improvements in extended health benefits and the teaching-on-call rates, as well as a $400 million education fund to hire specialist teachers. It provides an additional $105 million to address retroactive grievances related to a B.C. Supreme Court ruling that found the province violated teachers' rights when the government stripped them of their ability to bargain for class size and support staff levels in 2002. But aside from the grievance fund, there were no developments on class size and support, as both sides will take that debate to court. The province is appealing the B.C. Supreme Court decision and a hearing is scheduled next month. School support staff will also be back in class and about 46 per cent of the workers have also signed deals with the province giving them a 5.5 per cent wage increase over five years. Within 30 days of ratification, the 15,600 workers who have signed agreements will get reimbursed for scheduled time they were not paid for during the strike. Staff who have not signed agreements are working to do so by November. RELATED ON HUFFPOST: Close  B.C. Teachers' Dispute Front Pages of   NEXT: B.C. Teachers' Dispute 2014 Memes Click here for the latest stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. NEXT: B.C. Teachers' Strike 2014 Members of the B.C. Federation of Labour and Canadian Labour Congress gather to support teachers outside Cambie Secondary School in Richmond, B.C. on June 2, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Members of CUPE join teachers on the picket line at Mitchell Elementary in Richmond, B.C. on June 2, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Union leaders speak to media on June 2, 2014 in Richmond, B.C. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers picket in West Kelowna on June 2, 2014. B.C. Teachers' Federal president Jim Iker speaks to teachers outside Princess Margaret School in Surrey on May 29, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Striking outside the Invergarry Adult Education Centre in Surrey, B.C. on May 29, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. B.C. Teachers' Federal president Jim Iker speaks to teachers outside Invergarry Adult Education Centre in Surrey on May 29, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers wave to supporters outside Valleyview Secondary School in Kamloops on May 28, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers picket in Kamloops on May 28, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. A student shows support for teachers in Kamloops on May 28, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. A teacher pickets on horseback in 150 Mile House on May 27, 2014. A sign posted on a classroom door at Vancouver Technical Secondary School. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers rally during rush hour in Kelowna on May 27, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Kelowna teachers wore pink and rallied from the city's overpasses on May 27, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. A sign of support for B.C. teachers from a house in Kelowna. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers in Richmond pass time on the 3:30 a.m. shift on the picket line on May 27, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Students and parents left a message for teachers in Richmond on May 27, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. On the picket line with an effigy of B.C. Premier Christy Clark at Kitsilano Secondary School on May 26, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. A student from City School speaks to a teacher on the picket line in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. On the picket line at Kitsilano Secondary School on May 26, 2014. Click here for more on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. A teacher on strike at Britannia Secondary School in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Click here for more on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers stand under the sign for Templeton High School in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Click here for more on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers on strike speak to a supporter outside Templeton Secondary School in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Ryan Tanabe, left, a teacher, and his father Rod Tanabe, a counsellor teacher at Killarney Secondary School, walk the picket line outside the school in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Click here for more on the B.C. teachers contract dispute. Teachers in the central Okanagan were part of rotating strikes on May 27, 2014. These are educators from Constable Neil Bruce Middle School in West Kelowna. Supporters of B.C. teachers rally in the Sooke School District. Surrey teachers pose with their growing pile of marking during the first day of rotating strikes. Teachers picket in New Westminster on May 26, the first day of rotating strikes in a contract dispute with the province. Grade 12 Eric Hamber Secondary student Sarah Bercic wears a T-shirt supporting B.C. teachers. Teachers picket in Penticton on May 26, the first day of rotating strikes in a contract dispute with the province. Anya Prokopeva, 8, a Grade 3 student in New Westminister, and her mom Julie Prokopeva, right, a member of the support staff at Killarney Secondary School, pass by striking teachers as they leave after walking the picket line outside the school in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Anya Prokopeva, 8, a Grade 3 student in New Westminister, uses a strike sign for shade rests as her mom Julie Prokopeva, a member of the support staff at Killarney Secondary School, walks a picket line outside the school in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. One of the earliest picket lines on the first day of the teachers' walkout was in Golden, B.C., which is in the Mountain time zone. Jim Iker, president of the B.C. Teachers' Federation, speaks to reporters on May 26, the first day of rotating strikes, at Vancouver's Charles Dickens Elementary. Jim Iker, president of the B.C. Teachers' Federation, speaks to reporters on May 26, the first day of rotating strikes, at Vancouver's Charles Dickens Elementary. Jim Iker, president of the B.C. Teachers' Federation, speaks to reporters on May 26, the first day of rotating strikes, at Vancouver's Charles Dickens Elementary. Striking teachers man a picket line outside Killarney Secondary School in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Public school teachers across British Columbia started rotating strikes Monday, a move that will put more than half a million students out of class for one day each this week. B.C. NDP Leader John Horgan poses with teachers in the Sooke School District. A rally in Coquitlam on May 25. Premier Christy Clark's face is seen on anti-bullying T-shirts at a rally in Coquitlam. Surrey teachers at Johnston Heights Secondary rally on May 23, 2014.  Share  Tweet  ✖ Advertisement Share this ✖ close Current Slide More: BC Politics Bc School Strike 2014 BC Teachers Strike Bc Schools BC Teachers Teacher Strike Bc Video Bc Teacher Strike Cp Bc School Starts Bc Teacher Strike 2014 B.C. Teachers Strike 2014 Bc Education Teachers Strike Bc 2014 Teachers Strike BC Suggest a correction Around the Web Classes set to begin Monday in B.C. after drawn-out teachers' strike ... British Columbia students will start their school year next week B.C. Teachers Strike 2014: Pictures, Videos, Breaking News   Click here to view Conversations Conversations Most Popular B.C. Teen Killed By Train Was Wearing Headphones, Texting: RCMP Facebook Anthem Singer's Fall Is Lesson In Showmanship YouTube Pastafarian Loses B.C. Driver's Licence Over Holy Colander YouTube LOOK: Stunning Scenes By B.C.'s October Photographer David Chang Photography Elderly Asian Women Attacked In Vancouver Nastco via Getty Images Lawyers Of Convicted Surrey Six Gangsters Want Mistrial Darryl Dyck/CP LOOK: Old Vancouver Bank's New Life Jason Statler When It Comes to Jumbo Glacier Resort, All Questions Lead Back To Powerful Minister Caillum Smith | Flickr Vancouver Mom Who Killed Her 2 Babies Sentenced CityTV YouTube Aldergrove School Playground Condemned North Otter Elementary Facebook This Derelict Van 'Home' Costs $550/Month To Rent In B.C. Bill Everitt Petronas Threatens To Delay B.C. LNG Project By A Decade MyLoupe/UIG via Getty Images 45 Signs You're A Vancouver Canucks Fan Getty Images Intruder Dies After Being Caught By Homeowner, Neighbour Shutterstock / sculpies Recognize This Photo? Here's The Story Behind It Claude P. Dettloff/CP/National Archives of Canada Stanley Park Pedestrian Dies After Crash With Cyclist Getty Premier Denies Downplaying B.C. LNG Expectations Jonathan Hayward/CP Vancouver Is The Reason Alyssa Milano Quit TV Show Paul Archuleta via Getty Images City Of Vancouver Taking Arbutus Corridor Fight To Court Darryl Dyck/The Canadian Press Vancouver Mayor Focuses On Pipelines For Re-Election Campaign Vision Vancouver Facebook FOLLOW HUFFPOST Email Email Address Options HuffPost Daily Brief British Columbia Get top stories and blog posts emailed to me each day.. Facebook HuffPost British Columbia Twitter HuffPost Follow British Columbia Follow Google Plus HuffPost British Columbia RSS The Huffington Post British Columbia All RSS / Feeds Phone Available on the App Store Android App on Google Play Get it at Blackberry App World Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search advertise log in make HuffPost your home page RSS careers FAQ user agreement privacy policy comment policy about us about our ads contact us Copyright ©2014 TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. "The Huffington Post" is a registered trademark of TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. All rights reserved. Part of HPMG News Use this form to alert a HuffPost editor about a factual or typographical error in this story. Notify message * Required * * * What kind of error is this? Choose an option Factual or typographical Comment moderation problem Rights and permissions Other * What is the correction? 0 count Describe the error here (1,000 character limit) * Type the words below so we know you are not a cyborg Sign me up for The Huffington Post's Daily Brief Thank you!)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9370,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 19, Number 2, October 2006 The word on the street is: Thanks BCTF! Hundreds of people came by the BCTF booth at Vancouver’s 12th annual national book and magazine festival, Word on the Street (WOTS). More than 500 booths, exhibitors, presentations, and displays circled the Vancouver Public Library inside and out. The day bustled with families, kids, and adults of all ages under a warm September sun. The BCTF was present with a booth celebrating teaching and learning. Many brochures, literature, buttons, and other items were available free for anyone who stopped by. Vancouver Canucks mascot Fin was on hand as the event had a hockey theme this year. Fin dropped by and proudly wore a Friend of Public Education button for the duration of the event. As part of the WOTS treasure hunt, the BCTF gave away a small book and a coupon for Vancouver Kids Books, who partnered with us for the treasure hunt. Many families who stopped by to collect their gift thanked teachers for the incredible job they do. They recognized the many hours spent preparing lessons and the energy required teaching every day while building important relationships with students. One visitor emphatically stated, "They don’t pay teachers enough for the important job they do!" Others commented that they couldn’t do the job—it is too demanding. Several Washington State teachers stopped by and remembered the support BC teachers showed the Marysville teachers’ strike several years ago. That strike was long and bitter but spirits brightened when the BCTF table officers showed up in solidarity and donated $10,000 to their strike fund on behalf of BC’s teachers. That support was reciprocated last October when Washington State teachers walked the picket line in solidarity with our members. One Washington teacher remarked, "I’d love to live and work up here. You guys are so great and it’s so beautiful." Teachers who stopped by stocked up on materials such as buttons, calendars, and bookmarks. "It’s great to see us represented here," several teachers commented. Also flying off the table were the small sized Charter for Public Education posters, a perfect size for every classroom, library, and staffroom wall. Many teachers who stopped to chat had questions about the collective agreement bonus and Bill 33. Several student volunteers, dressed in the red WOTS t-shirts came by to pick up the ubiquitous Friend of Public Education buttons. Their teachers encouraged them to participate in the event and the students were glad they’d taken the advice. "Our teachers are so awesome! They really encourage us to try different things like getting involved in the community." One of the most heart-warming conversations took place with two young women who approached the booth. They had just graduated from their teacher education program and were starting out as teachers on call. They were friendly, bright, and intelligent but what they wanted to talk about the most was the unionism and collective strength of the BC Teachers’ Federation. "Thank goodness the BCTF exists to look after teachers," they said. "You guys did an amazing job last October. Who else would look out for us?" In their view, the BCTF makes a huge difference in the working and learning conditions of teachers and students. They were proud to be part of the union and ready to get involved. So a day organized to publicly mark the importance of reading, writing, and publishing was also a day where many took the time to acknowledge teaching, learning, and unionism, and say Thanks BCTF! Word on the Street is a national event held in five cities across Canada. Go to www.wordonthestreet.ca to learn more. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/IssuesInEducation.aspx?id=5770,BCTF > The challenge of specialist support teachers, A PSA/BCTF research discussion paper  	BCTF > Issues in Education  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Issues in Education > Inclusive Education The Challenge of Specialist Support Teachers – Learning Assistance, ESL, and Special Education – In Multiple Roles: A PSA / BCTF Research Discussion Paper Foreword This discussion paper has been produced by BCTF Research with input from the ESL, Learning Assistance, and Special Education provincial specialist associations. It is not a policy document from either the BCTF or the PSAs. The paper seeks to explore the issue of specialist support teachers working in multiple roles, often in resource-team models. Having articulated the issues and context, an attachment to the paper lists five projects which BCTF Research has started this school year. These projects are designed to offer more information and support to both classroom and specialist support teachers. There are fears that projects such as these implicitly condone the erosion of specialist support in ESL, Learning Assistance, and Special Education. Both the BCTF and the PSAs are deeply troubled by cuts in specialist support staffing, and by the “multiple-role” consequence of the cuts. But we believe that recognizing what is occurring does not equate to endorsement. The discussion paper is therefore endorsed by the three PSAs listed above as a way to initiate debate. Neither the BCTF nor the PSAs support the erosion of specialist support staffing and roles in the B.C. school system. Our intention is to critique the cuts and to support and defend the roles and work of all teachers in an inclusive education system. BCTF’s research clearly shows that many specialist support teachers now have responsibilities outside of their area of specialization and expertise, and that many students and classroom teachers have reduced support from Learning Assistance, Special Education, and ESL specialists. So this discussion paper introduces some of the issues and dilemmas faced by specialist support teachers, and essentially asks what the BCTF can and should do about supporting its members, both in classrooms and in specialist support roles. We ask that you consider this as a starting point to consider how the BCTF and its PSAs should advocate for appropriate staffing and supports using specialist ESL, Learning Assistance, and Special Education staff. We also ask you to consider how we can support all teachers to meet diverse student needs in the context of staffing cuts and reduced services to students. Comments about the paper can be sent to: cnaylor@bctf.ca, or to your PSA. Madeline Pohlmann, President, Special Education Association Dr. Beth Sparks, President, Learning Assistance Teachers’ Association Megan Wilson, President, English as a Second Language PSA Charlie Naylor, BCTF Research The challenge of specialist support teachers – Learning Assistance, ESL, and Special Education – in multiple roles Context Prior to the 2002/03 school year, most school districts recognized and organized discrete specialist support areas. Learning Assistance, ESL and Special Education teachers worked, for the most part, in one of the three areas. Some exceptions to this norm were made, and teaching roles were combined, but mainly in small schools and in rural districts where demographics and geography made separation of roles impractical or impossible. The provincial contract of 1998 specified several specialist-support-teacher ratios, so that the numbers of specialists in some areas like ESL and Learning Assistance were linked to numbers of students. This contract remained in force from 1998 until the start of the 2002 school year. With the legislative and contractual changes at that time, such ratios were abolished, as were targeted funds for the High Incidence categories of students designated with special needs. Some school districts interpreted the abolishing of ratios and targeted funding to mean that they could employ fewer specialist support teachers, and more discretion (arguably resulting in reduced service) was allowed in terms of services to students in High Incidence categories. These were not the only changes to affect the capacity of specialist support teachers in ESL, Learning Assistance, and Special Education, in terms of either teaching students or supporting classroom teachers. Regulations that increased class sizes, with minimal limits on class composition, accompanied by inadequate funding levels, forced all districts to generally increase class sizes and to place higher numbers of students with special needs and/or ESL students into some classes. Close to 2,000 teachers were laid off in 2002, with close to another 1,000 laid off in 2003. Teacher layoffs were proportionately greater than decreases in student enrolment. Comparing Ministry of Education Standard Report 2089 for 2001/02 with 2002/03, FTE student enrolment declined from 584,063 to 575,948, a decline of 1.54%. FTE Educator numbers declined from 34,501 in 2001/02 to 32,309 in 2002/03, a decline of 6.35%. Provincially, there were 18.9% fewer Special Education teachers in 2003 than in 2001, and 20.3% fewer ESL teachers. Research project findings In the 2002/03 school year, BCTF Research examined the provision of ESL, Special Education, and Learning Assistance in two school districts, Nanaimo and Coquitlam1. Based on the data collected in this research project, evidence was found of significant reductions in the levels of specialist support in Special Education, Learning Assistance, and ESL. ESL staffing in Nanaimo declined by 64% while ESL enrolment2 declined by 16.6%. One Coquitlam school’s Special Education staffing declined by 23%, while the school’s designated special needs population increased by 2.9%. Both these examples reflect much higher attrition among specialist support staff in the three areas than among the general teaching population. The “multiple roles” position, in which some combination of Special Education and/or Learning Assistance and/or ESL supports are combined in one job package, has developed as a direct result of these disproportionate cuts to the numbers of specialist support teachers. A number of findings from this project indicated that the capacity of the specialist support teachers to meet students’ needs was severely impacted because their caseloads had risen to alarming levels. They were also less able to support the work of classroom teachers because there were many fewer FTE specialist support teachers. Findings from the research led to the identification and consideration of the “multiple roles” position, and indicated an exodus of specialist support teachers from their specialist support roles. Because of cuts to specialist support staffing, many specialists are dealing with areas such as ESL, Learning Assistance, and Special Education in one job package (the “multiple roles” assignment), but they have little or no training or experience in some areas of specialization. This is reducing the quality of services to students, and, because of this and other cuts, services are being directed only to the most needy. Both classroom and specialist support teachers are reporting high levels of stress because of the strain of meeting students’ needs with fewer resources. Some specialist teachers are opting out of the role because the demands are too great. The picture is complex and confusing, in terms of both staffing and service delivery. Although the three specialized teaching areas took the greatest cuts in terms of service delivery, it was the younger and/or less experienced teachers in regular education positions who bore the brunt of the close to 2,000 layoffs across B.C. in 2002. Thus, while services to Special Education, ESL and Learning Assistance were reduced, few of the teachers providing Special Education services were laid off because they were more senior. Although they were still employed, however, these more-experienced teachers spent less or no time as specialist support teachers. Some moved into the regular classroom positions by choice, or because time allocations in their previous specialist support role were reduced. Thus, staffing and services were reduced in these areas. In some districts, the model of delivery stayed the same (e.g., Coquitlam), while in others (e.g., Nanaimo), the district changed to a school-based delivery model, with fewer itinerant district staff. For teachers in districts with new delivery models, there were, therefore, both cuts and major changes in work patterns to accommodate simultaneously. Some districts reduced the FTE time allocation to a teaching area like Learning Assistance, so there was less time for the work to be performed. In such a case, one teacher might still be doing Learning Assistance, for 0.5 FTE, and might be teaching a class for the remaining 0.5 of their time. Often such changes did not reflect the numbers of designated students, so that in some cases student designations could increase but FTE staffing decrease. Reduced service allotments, but no reduction in caseload, created an increased workload for Special Education and other specialist support teachers, without the provision of the time needed to effectively manage the job. Multiple roles The combinations of the “multiple roles” assignments were complex. The most common example involved one teacher combining two of the three support areas. In some cases, this might be for a 1.0 FTE position, with the teacher working, say, 0.6 LA and 0.4 Special Ed. But it might also be for a 0.8 FTE allocation, with one teacher 0.5 in LA and 0.3 in ESL. In either case, the service can be identified as being provided, but its allocation is clearly reduced. A second example of this complexity is where different staff share various roles, so that three teachers provide the 1.0 FTE for Special Education, with each of the three working in other support or classroom teaching areas. The permutations are considerable, and in many districts they involve even three, four, or five multiple roles for the teacher. Rather than explore all these permutations, the key point is to provide a sense of the changes in both teacher responsibilities and service delivery. It must be stressed that this sudden shift to multiple roles in many districts without adequate time or training to manage each role is the issue of concern. Simply allocating part of a teacher’s time to ESL, for example, when that teacher has no ESL training or experience, is not likely to produce the optimum level of support for students. How can a “Resource Team” be effective if the members of the team are not trained specialists in the areas in which they are supposed to offer expertise? The creation of multiple roles is likely to reduce supports for classroom teachers, as specialist support teachers in such roles struggle to offer support with limited time and multiple demands. Consider a teacher who used to offer full-time Learning Assistance support but who now has only 0.6 FTE Learning Assistance allocation, with another 0.4 FTE for Special Education or a classroom assignment. She or he is likely to balance the increased demands of the multiple roles by reducing contact with students and classroom teachers, both negatively impacting classroom teachers. Reduced numbers of specialist support teachers also means there are fewer teachers to complete the paperwork and documentation required if the district is audited. This means that paperwork for each specialist support teacher increases, likely further reducing services to students and classroom teachers. A further complication brought to light by the research project was the evident concern, even disillusionment, of many specialist support teachers as a result of reduced levels of support in the three areas. Many specialists in Coquitlam and Nanaimo, where the research was conducted, felt that reduced staffing allocations would mean either a comparable reduction in service levels, or the likelihood of an increased workload to cover the deficit and maintain services at levels prior to the start of the 2002 school year. Some schools clearly decided on the former path, to reduce service to match funding and staffing levels. Others, however, appear to have chosen the second option, to cover the deficit by an increased workload and effort, often at considerable cost to individual teachers. In focus groups conducted as part of the project, some teachers spoke of doing paperwork after 10:00 p.m. at night when their children were in bed, or working most evenings and some weekends, in attempts to meet the needs of all students. There was evidence that both scenarios (reducing service or increasing workload) disturbed many specialist support teachers, and some indicated that they would no longer choose to perform this role, but seek classroom assignments instead. Some suggested that if government actions meant that the inclusionary policy received minimal specialist support, they would not bear the brunt of trying to prop up the system by staying in the role of specialist support teacher. The consequences are now becoming apparent in a number of districts, as younger or less-experienced teachers become specialist support teachers in ESL, Learning Assistance, and Special Education. One of the teacher researchers in the Nanaimo study wrote: The “blending” of roles, combining Special Education/ESL/Learning Assistance, means increased complexity and the likelihood of limited expertise in newly-acquired responsibilities. Continually-increasing paperwork, deteriorating working relationships, and reduced capacity for collaboration are causing lower morale among the specialist support teachers and the increased likelihood that specialist support teachers will quit the role if it becomes unmanageable. Impacts on these teachers reduce the capacity of the school and the district to meet students’ needs. While all of these impacts can be directly linked to government legislative, funding, and contract decisions, they are not all new. Cuts have been incremental over several years. What is new this school year is that more severe impacts have been felt immediately. When added to the incremental cuts of earlier years, the cumulative impact is more obvious and more severe. The impacts on the role of the specialist support teachers are considerable, and should be of great concern to district and provincial policy-makers if such policy-makers have any interest in maintaining the province’s inclusionary policy. Inclusion needs specialist support teachers who understand the philosophy and practices of inclusion, so that they can directly teach students and support the work of classroom teachers, while also carrying out roles in assessment, collaborative planning, and communication with parents. Provincial government decisions which have a negative impact on the specialists’ ability to perform these roles mean that less inclusion will occur. The only alternative to providing effective specialist support in Special Education, ESL, and Learning Assistance, is that every classroom teacher be fully prepared for and capable of teaching to a huge range of diversity. There is no evidence that this preparation and capacity currently exist. A word from the PSAs We believe that the findings generated from the BCTF’s research study in Nanaimo and Coquitlam reflect what is happening in many B.C. school districts. The study leaves us with deep concerns about the future of B.C.’s inclusionary school system. Such concerns stem from the significantly-reduced levels of support identified above. Of particular concern to us as provincial specialist associations and as a union is the capacity of our members to meet the needs of students and classroom teachers. While there are many facets to this concern, we believe there is some urgency to addressing the issue of multiple roles. Many of our members are facing practical dilemmas of how to realistically and effectively manage the work in such roles. This discussion paper does not cover every issue or concern faced by our members, but attempts to contextualize some issues that we believe are significant, and which we want to address in terms of the multiple roles that have become increasingly prevalent this school year. Three PSAs (Special Education Association, Learning Assistance Teachers’ Association, and English as a Second Language PSA) are working with BCTF Research staff in five projects during the 2003/04 school year. The focus on the multiple roles is one of those five projects, which are listed at the end of this document as an attachment. We propose two parts to the multiple-roles project. This discussion paper is the first part, where we introduce the issue of the multiple roles and the context of its development and prevalence in most school districts. The second, and major, part of our work involves improving access to web-based information and resources that we hope will support our members to manage their multiple roles. We also hope that professional development materials and activities will be developed based on these resources. By providing information to our members on ways to work in a multiple-roles assignment, we must stress that we do not condone or support the radical changes that have been forced on our work by the provincial government. The BCTF Research project has offered a significant critique of the changes that have occurred in school districts, including the practice of combining specialist roles. The PSAs will continue to discuss and critique the changes, considering whether and how such changes impact students and teachers. But we also believe it is important to support our members professionally as they engage in unfamiliar roles. By combining the expertise and understanding of the three PSAs we can share resources and strategies with all our members. Conclusion This paper is intended to initiate debate on the multiple roles of specialist support teachers in B.C.’s public schools. The rapid and widespread emergence of such roles is reducing the capacity of teachers to meet students’ needs, and is reducing supports from Special Education, Learning Assistance, and ESL specialists to classroom teachers. The three PSAs and the BCTF are proposing meeting this challenge in part with an initiative that offers improved access to information and the potential of professional development for our members, and for all teachers. How can we as PSAs and as a union provide meaningful support for students and classroom teachers in a system radically changed by government edicts and actions? This paper does not contain all the answers, but we hope that it contributes to the discussion. March, 2004 _________________________ 1 www.bctf.ca/IssuesInEducation.aspx?id=5794. 2 Student enrolment data from Ministry of Education Standard Report 1586C, 2001 and 2002. Attachment: BCTF Research Projects to support teachers in inclusive education Project 1: Identifying existing web-based resources and facilitating access to such resources for teachers PSAs linked to Special Education, Learning Assistance, and ESL would identify useful resources which might assist teachers with understanding the diverse needs of students and which offer ideas and strategies on how to teach them. Project 2: Developing web-based resources supporting teaching and PD for inclusive classrooms Invite the PSAs linked to Special Education, Learning Assistance, and ESL to submit proposals for preparing web versions of existing resources. Project 3: Adapting curriculum and pedagogy to meet the needs of all learners This project would include adaptation for teaching both students with special needs and ESL students. It would include the writing of two resource documents, one for elementary and one for secondary, that could be used for Professional Development and in-service training, which would be targeted at newer teachers. Project 4: Developing Inclusive Education workshops Phase 1: Needs Analysis, during which a focus group of three Local and three PSA Presidents will identify the “top ten” workshops they believe would be most useful to meet the needs of their members. Phase 2: Workshop design and piloting. Seconded teachers will identify existing resources/ workshops on the “top ten” list, and add new resources, prior to designing two pilot workshops. They will also evaluate the process and the workshops so that the remaining eight may be developed during the following year. Project 5: The multiple role of the Specialist Teacher Many specialist teachers are finding that their work now includes aspects of Special Education, ESL, and Learning Assistance. This project will provide funding for three PSAs (Special Education, LATA, ESL) to identify common and disparate approaches so that teachers in multiple roles might consider strategies for supporting learners who are new to their workload. About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140925,ppen.ca,http://ppen.ca/blueprints-bc/,See Blueprints BC - Protect Public Education Now ↓ Skip to Main Content “Public education is the primary foundation in any civilized democracy… Any weakening of universal public education can only be a weakening of democracy.” - John Ralston Saul Home A Coordinated Plan BC Skills For Jobs Blueprint CALENDAR Latest posts Learn More – NEW Letters Links Petition Related Articles See Blueprints BC Taking It To The Streets Campaign Home › See Blueprints BC See Blueprints BC   Blueprints BC has become the generic name for a series of Facebook groups intended to focus discussion on a number of important topics related to public education. Blueprints BC creates an ongoing online meeting exploring a concept at greater depth, reviewing background information / research, synthesizing ideas and then suggesting appropriate action to this larger FB group. The sites depend on participant’s willingness to become a part of the discussion. Threads are utilized and at particular points the comments are summarized and posted so that information can be accessed later. Ideas in each thread are either built upon by the next commentator or a new direction is presented. It is envisioned that this systematic and purposeful dialogue will give participants a deeper understanding of the concept allowing better synthesis of the information in order to guide action that needs to be taken. Articles and other posts pertinent to the topic are also added by group members.  While the intention is that all groups will be ongoing it is hoped that each group will have a synthesis of the information and a suggested plan for action before the end of summer. These groups represent an opportunity for you to be a part of the solution through deliberate and focused dialogue with others around the province. The following six groups are currently set up and subscribed to. Please click on the link to add your name to any one of these and become a part of the dialogue. There are also other possibilities for other major concepts to be undertaken as their own focused group. Please suggest other concepts, in the comments section below, that can become a focus for discussion in a Blueprints BC group.     Blueprints BC The original group focused on understanding the BC Government vision for K-12 Education and how it relates to the current goals of public education in our society. https://www.facebook.com/groups/blueprintbc/     Blueprints BC Class Size and Composition A group focused on finding ways to engage society in the discussion of class size and composition in BC classrooms and the implications on student learning https://www.facebook.com/groups/272070692980860/     Blueprints BC School Economy A group focused on discussion of and taking action on the issue of public schools and their effect on the economy of BC https://www.facebook.com/groups/513476795451673/     Blueprints BC Interdependence                                                                                                                                                                                                 A group focused on finding links between the many issues surrounding the BC Public School system and other entities in society.       https://www.facebook.com/groups/665501833524953/     Blueprints BC Presentation                                                                                                                                                                                                         A group designed to bring together people who desire to work on a presentation that synthesizes the ideas that are being developed on other Blueprint sites and package them to be shown throughout the province.  https://www.facebook.com/groups/272097202977663/   Blueprints BC Vision for Education                                                                                                                                                                                          A group that will explore the role of education in our society past, present and future.                     https://www.facebook.com/groups/745542538820521/ Pages A Coordinated Plan BC Skills For Jobs Blueprint CALENDAR Latest posts Learn More – NEW Letters Links Petition Related Articles See Blueprints BC Taking It To The Streets Campaign WHAT CAN I DO NOW? Recent Posts Supreme Court appeal Sign the Petition, Join us to Present It on Monday August 25th at the Legislature! Open Letter: Premier Clark, Negotiate with Teachers Make this Letter Your Own Letter To Christy Clark On Public Education Cuts © 2014 Protect Public Education Now ↑ Responsive Theme powered by WordPress)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Touring a natural gas drilling rig with @MLA Mike Bernier, and Brian from EnCana http://t.co/AifdJ4H07b" @Teresa_Wat - 06:01pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/sosopolitical/status/515013378851733504,Paula Waatainen on Twitter: "So looking forward to hearing @authorwadedavis speak at @bcssta conf Oct 24 at Van Tech.  Registration at http://t.co/oXRLIrCNQJ #sd45pln" টুইটার অনুসন্ধান অনুসন্ধান টুইটার খুঁজুন সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ ভাষা : বাংলা. हिन्दी Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন টুইটার-এ নতুন ? আজই যোগদান করুন » সাইন ইন করুন ফোন, ইমেল বা ব্যবহারকারীর নাম পাসওয়ার্ড সাইন ইন আমাকে মনে রাখুন পাসওয়ার্ড ভুলে গেছেন? ইতিমধ্যে আপনি কি টেক্সট বার্তার মাধ্যমে টুইটার ব্যবহার করছেন? অনুসরণ অনুসরণ করা কর্মসমূহ:অনুসরণ না করা অবরুদ্ধ অবরোধ মুক্ত মুলতুবি বাতিল Paula Waatainen ‏ @sosopolitical ২৫ সেপ্টেম্বর So looking forward to hearing @authorwadedavis speak at @bcssta conf Oct 24 at Van Tech. Registration at http://bcssta.wordpress.com/10-2/  #sd45pln প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট পুনঃটুইটগুলি ৪ প্রিয় ২ ১০:৪২ অপরাহ্ণ - ২৪ সেপ্টেম্বর, ২০১৪ Paula Waatainen থেকে কোন আপডেট মিস্ করবেন না © 2014 টুইটার সম্বন্ধে সহায়তা বিজ্ঞপ্তি তথ্য বন্ধ মিডিয়াটিকে চিহ্নিত করুন এটি ইতিমধ্যে সংবেদনশীল কন্টেন্ট ধারণকারী হিসাবে চিহ্নিত হয়েছে। পতাকা তুলুন এটি সম্ভাব্যরূপে অবৈধ বিষয়বস্তুর ধারণকারী হিসেবে। সমর্পণ করা বাতিল মিডিয়াকে চিহ্নিত করা সম্পর্কে আরো জানুন খারিজ বন্ধ পূর্ববর্তী পরবর্তী বন্ধ একজন ব্যক্তির প্রোফাইলে যান সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ বন্ধ আপনার অনুসরণকারীদের এই পুনঃটুইটটি পাঠাবেন? বাতিল পুনঃটুইট বন্ধ আপনি কি নিশ্চিত যে এই টুইট মুছে দিতে চান? বাতিল মুছে ফেলুন বন্ধ রোধ করন বাতিল রোধ করন আপনার টুইটসমুহে একটি অবস্থান যুক্ত করুন যখন একটি অবস্থানের সঙ্গে আপনার টুইট করেন, টুইটার সেই অবস্থান সংরক্ষণ করে। প্রত্যেক টুইটের আগে আপনি আপনার অবস্থান চালু / বন্ধ করতে পারেন, এবং যে কোনও সময় আপনি আপনার অবস্থানের ইতিহাস মুছে ফেলতে পারেন। আরো জানুন অবস্থান চালু করুন এখন নয় স্থান বন্ধ করুন বন্ধ প্রোফাইল সারসংক্ষেপ বন্ধ আপনার তালিকাসমূহ বন্ধ একটি নতুন তালিকা তৈরি করুন নাম তালিকা বিবরণ 100 অক্ষরের কম, ঐচ্ছিক তালিকাসমূহ:গোপনীয়তা সাধারণ · যে কেউ এই তালিকা অনুসরণ করতে পারেন ব্যক্তিগত · শুধুমাত্র আপনিই এই তালিকায় প্রবেশ করতে পারবেন তালিকা সংরক্ষণ করুন বন্ধ বন্ধ এই টুইট স্থাপিত কর আপনার নীচের ওয়েবসাইটে কোডটি অনুলিপি দ্বারা এই টুইট যোগ করুন * আরও জানুন হুম, সার্ভারে পৌঁছনোর একটি সমস্যা ছিল। পরে আবার চেষ্টা করবেন? প্রকৃত টুইট অন্তর্ভুক্ত করুন অন্তর্ভুক্ত মিডিয়া প্রাকদর্শন বন্ধ টুইটারে নিবন্ধন করুন টুইটারে নেই? নিবন্ধন করুন, আপনির পছন্দের বিষয়গুলির সাথে যুক্ত হন, এবং তাদের বিষয়ে হালনাগাদ পান। একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন » বন্ধ দুটি উপায় (প্রেরণ এবং গ্রহণ) শর্ট কোড: দেশ কোড গ্রাহকদের জন্য মার্কিন যুক্তরাষ্ট্র 40404 (যে কোন) কানাডা 21212 (যে কোন) যুক্তরাজ্য 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM হাইতি 40404 Digicel, Voila আয়ারল্যান্ড 51210 Vodafone, O2 ভারত 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance ইন্দোনেশিয়া 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » অন্য দেশসমুহের এসএসএস সংক্ষিপ্ত কোড দেখুন বন্ধ নিশ্চিতকরণ)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13130,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 1999 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 11, Number 5, March 1999 EI regulations marginalize TOCs and younger teachers by Garry Litke A recent study released by the Canadian Labor Congress (CLC) reveals the dramatic effects of changes to Employment Insurance on Canadian workers. The report, entitled "Left Out in the Cold," shows that the percentage of unemployed workers receiving EI benefits has fallen from 74% in 1989 to only 36% in 1997. Four separate bills over the past few years have tripled the length of qualifying time and cut the duration of the benefit period in half. The most recent legislation increased the weekly hours needed to qualify from 15 to 35. Only 32% of unemployed women received EI benefits in 1997, compared with 70% in 1989. Unemployed young people fare worse with only 15% qualifying for EI benefits in 1997, a drop from 55% in 1989. The total hours of work required of new entrants to the labour force has increased from 300 to 910, shutting out many unemployed youth from collecting benefits. In B.C., the picture reflects the national trends, except for Vancouver and Victoria, where only 25% of unemployed workers are receiving EI benefits. These changes have been especially detrimental for part-time teachers and teachers on call, most of whom are women and young people entering the teaching force. Part-time teachers with assignments of 0.39 FTE or less, can no longer qualify for EI benefits, because they cannot accumulate the required 700 hours. They need to work at least 77 FTE days. Under the old rules, teachers with only a 0.2 FTE assignment could qualify. Previously, teachers on call needed only two days of employment a week for any 20 weeks to qualify. Now they need 100 days. Eligibility has been further complicated by BCPSEA and boards' refusal to recognize the provincial agreement, which gives TOCs credit for 9.1 hours per day, instead of the 7 hours per day currently being recorded. The changes have generated about nine billion dollars a year in savings and have produced a huge surplus in the EI fund, estimated at $17 billion. For every $10 the Federal government collects in EI premiums, it pays out only $6 in benefits. The CLC is lobbying to have the EI surplus used to improve the benefits and coverage of the unemployed. Qualifying rules need to be changed, and the formula for benefits improved. The benefit period needs to be extended to provide an income while an unemployed worker searches for another job. The Liberal federal caucus met on Wednesday, January 20, 1999, and announced that the government is reviewing the changes it has made to EI. Now is the time to make your views known. Access the CLC Web site at www.clc-ctc.ca/eng-index.html and use the online response form to fax your MP. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7206&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 3, November/December 2005 The learning round table Cautious optimism after first meeting The attendees at the first meeting of the learning round table held October 23, 2005 were: BC Teachers’ Federation: Jinny Sims, Irene Lanzinger, Susan Lambert, Ken Novakowski Co-Chairs: Honourable Gordon Campbell, premier; Honourable Shirley Bond, minister of education and deputy premier; Emery Dosdall, deputy minister of education; Rick Davis from the Ministry of Education BC School Trustees Association: two representatives BC School Superintendents’ Association: two representatives BC Confederation of Parent Advisory Councils: two representatives BC Principals’ and Vice-Principals’ Association: two representatives The premier: The premier chaired the meeting and opened with comments. He talked about the round table as an open partnership with the groups in attendance, and expressed the need to hear from groups that were not at the table. He identified class size and composition as the first issue the round table needed to address, and said that, if there were problems with the school act, then "let’s fix it." The premier also identified the need for a common database on class-size issues and indicated that the ministry would have information collected and available for the next meeting of the round table. He identified the goal as a "great public education system," with BC being the most literate jurisdiction in North America. He said that the "government could not achieve that by itself." He also stated that if this exercise is going to be real, and it was identified that additional resources were required, government would try to deliver. Twice during the meeting, the premier informed the round table that government would be having separate meetings with the BCTF on the issue of teaching conditions, specifically class size and composition. Those meetings will be with the minister of education. Minister of education: Shirley Bond indicated that she needed to meet with the BCTF as we did not complete the agenda in our first meeting in late August. She agreed to meet at the BCTF building and a time will be set soon. The minister also expressed her desire to visit schools and classrooms and asked the BCTF to assist her with this. BCTF: Jinny Sims spoke on behalf of all 38,000 public school teachers in the province and responded positively to the words of the premier. She talked about the passion of teachers for teaching and their continual advocacy role for the needs of students. She talked about class size as an important learning and working condition, and identified not only the need for maximums in the Grade 4 to 12 classes, but specifically cited labs and shops as potential safety problems. She referred to the need for clear language on class composition and identified the problems that have arisen in the system since 2002. Sims also went back to earlier government decisions to integrate students with special needs into classrooms and affirmed the BCTF support for this policy. She stated that governments have never fully committed the resources necessary to make this policy work. Sims raised the issue of the four-day school week in some districts and how the resultant intensification of teaching and learning is taking a toll on teachers and students. She also identified textbooks and other learning resources as in need of attention by the round table, and spoke about the significant amount of money that teachers spend out of their own pockets on classroom supplies. BCSTA: Penny Tees talked about the need to improve student achievement through working together. She said school boards make trade-offs after they consider all factors involved. BCPVPA: Tom Hierck talked about all the factors that need to be considered, including what a reasonable class size would be. He also identified the need for a funding base to support educational decisions. He said that it is clear that the status quo is not good enough. BCSSA: Sheila Rooney said she hoped the round table would be a vehicle for discussing how the system can meet student needs. We can all learn from each other and the perspectives we bring. Real progress will have a positive impact on the education system as a whole. She stated that we need to analyze the pros and cons of any initiative before acting, and hoped the round table would help to create a new confidence in public education. BCCPAC: Kim Howland spoke about how pleased parents were to be at the round table and to be involved in education policy discussions rather than simply playing the "hot-dog-sales" role they had in the past. She hoped the round table would deal with the whole range of educational issues and mentioned teacher training as one. Following comments by the groups at the table, there were various statements made by individuals. Of particular note, the premier stated that he agreed with Sims that there had not been sufficient public investment in public policy decisions around inclusion. He also said that teachers should not have to pay for supplies and books out of their own pockets. Operating procedures The following were generally agreed as operating procedures: The round table will meet at least once a month and will try to maintain a consistent membership for each year of its operation. Sims made a strong case for CUPE to be represented at the round table. Others argued for students, First Nations, etc. After discussion, it was agreed the round table will hold special meetings, perhaps all day sessions, where it will hear from other groups not at the table (CUPE, First Nations, etc.), including specific groups of teachers from within the BCTF. Minutes will be kept of each meeting and, once approved by the group at the subsequent meeting, will be posted on the ministry web site. It was agreed that groups at the table will be able to report out to their members prior to the official minutes being available. Recommendations from the round table will go to the minister of education by October of each year so that any cost increases accepted by government can be built into the government budget-setting process for the following year. It was clarified that, in spite of the late date regarding the government budget-setting process, if government does agree to changes in class size and composition they can still be implemented in the next school year (2006–07). The round table will hold its next meeting in the next two to three weeks, when information from school districts regarding class size/composition is available. The meeting will be at the cabinet offices in Vancouver and will deal with class size and composition. The round table has the capacity to initiate research projects it feels necessary to acquire information to inform its recommendations. Toward the end of the meeting, Sims talked about the BCTF Professional Development and Social Justice programs; she referred to our PSAs, Lesson Aids, Program for Quality Teaching, and our social justice and international solidarity initiatives. The premier seemed very interested, particularly in the work of PSAs. Sims extended an open invitation to the premier to visit the BCTF building to find out what we really are all about. He laughed and jokingly said, "Maybe in a week." Sims, in the humour of the moment, said, "You should. I came to your den today." Sims spoke to media after the meeting and expressed cautious optimism about the work of the roundtable. Clearly, she said, it will be the actions, and not the words of government, that teachers will be looking for to make a difference in their classrooms.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/contacts.cfm?page=presidents&sort=1&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true,BCTF Contacts Home E-mail Lists Links A to Z Index Contact Us Help SITE SEARCH Quick Links BCTF formsBCTF NewsFrançaisLabour linksPensionsTeacher NewsmagazineTeaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Contact Us > Local Presidents Local Presidents and Contact Information Sorted by local name. Click here for sort by local number. *Sublocal       O: Office   OF: Office Fax Abbotsford District Teachers' Association (34) Doug Smuland 2570 Cyril Street Abbotsford, BC  V2S 2G2 O: 604-854-1946 OF: 604-850-5100 lp34@bctf.ca Alberni District Teachers' Union (701) Ken Zydyk 4913 Argyle Street Port Alberni, BC  V9Y 1V6 O: 250-724-5021 OF: 250-724-0442 lp701@bctf.ca Arrow Lakes Teachers' Association (10) Ric Bardati Box 422 New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0 O: 250-265-7062 OF: N/A lp10@bctf.ca Boundary District Teachers' Association (51) Norm Sabourin Box 634, 1815D Central Ave Grand Forks, BC  V0H 1H0 O: 250-442-3330 OF: N/A lp51@bctf.ca Bulkley Valley Teachers' Union (54) Ilona Weiss PO Box 2137, 3772 C 1st Ave Smithers, BC  V0J 2N0 O: 250-847-3127 OF: 250-847-3123 lp54@bctf.ca Burnaby Teachers' Association (41) Rae Figursky 115-3993 Henning Drive Burnaby, BC  V5C 6P7 O: 604 294-8141 OF: 604 294-9846 lp41@bctf.ca Burns Lake District Teachers' Union (55) Kathryn Warren Box 464 Burns Lake, BC  V0J 1E0 O: 250-692-7932 OF: 250-692-7597 lp55@bctf.ca Campbell River District Teachers' Association (72) Dave Harper 202-871 Island Hwy Campbell River, BC  V9W 2C2 O: 250-286-1663 OF: 250-286-1679 lp72@bctf.ca Cariboo-Chilcotin Teachers' Association (27) Murray Helmer 124D North 2nd Avenue Williams Lake, BC  V2G 1Z6 O: 250-398-7221 OF: 250-398-5913 lp27@bctf.ca Central Coast Teachers' Association (49) Marc Hedges Box 253 Hagensborg, BC  V0T 1H0 O: 250-982-2354 OF: 250-982-2354 lp49@bctf.ca Central Okanagan Teachers' Association (23) Susan Bauhart 210-1751 Harvey Avenue Kelowna, BC  V1Y 6G4 O: 250-860-3866 OF: 250-862-3024 lp23@bctf.ca Chetwynd Teachers' Association* (592) Leanne Robertson Box 2665 Chetwynd, BC  V0C 1J0 O: 250-788-2267 OF: 250-788-9729 lp592@bctf.ca Chilliwack Teachers' Association (33) Clint Johnston 203-45970 Airport Road Chilliwack, BC  V2P 1A2 O: 604-792-9233 OF: 604-792-9389 lp33@bctf.ca Comox District Teachers' Association (71) Nick Moore 491 4th Street Ste. C Courtenay, BC  V9N 1G9 O: 250-338-1461 OF: 250-338-1657 lp71@bctf.ca Coquitlam Teachers' Association (43) Charley King 208-2502 St. Johns Street Port Moody, BC  V3H 2B4 O: 604-936-9971 OF: 604-936-7515 lp43@bctf.ca Cowichan District Teachers' Association (65) Naomi Nilsson 201-394 Duncan Street Duncan, BC  V9L 3W4 O: 250-748-2251 OF: 250-748-5243 lp65@bctf.ca Cranbrook District Teachers' Association (2) Shelley Balfour 304-105 9th Avenue South Cranbrook, BC  V1C 2M1 O: 250-489-3717 OF: 250-489-3727 lp02@bctf.ca Creston Valley Teachers' Association (861) Becky Blair 1001 Railway Boulevard Creston, BC  V0B 1G3 O: 250-428-7006 OF: 250-428-8602 lp861@bctf.ca Delta Teachers' Association (37) Paul Steer 110-4977 Trenant St Delta, BC  V4K 2K5 O: 604-946-0391 OF: 604-946-1629 lp37@bctf.ca Fernie District Teachers' Association (1) Christina Smith Box 10 Fernie, BC  V0B 1M0 O: 250-423-3333 OF: 250-423-6134 lp01@bctf.ca Fort Nelson District Teachers' Association (81) Greg Gerwing Box 2031 Fort Nelson, BC  V0C 1R0 O: 250-775-1824 OF: N/A lp81@bctf.ca Fraser-Cascade Teachers' Association (78) Lynne Marvell Unit E, Box 1238 Hope, BC  V0X 1L0 O: 604-869-9383 OF: 604-869-3236 lp78@bctf.ca Gold Trail Teachers' Association (74) Cameron Rittinger Box 1437 Ashcroft, BC  V0K 1A0 O: 250-453-2696 OF: 250-453-2696 lp74@bctf.ca Golden Teachers' Association (18) Mike Archibald Box 430 Golden, BC  V0A 1H0 O: 250-344-5885 OF: 250-344-5890 lp18@bctf.ca Greater Victoria Teachers' Association (61) Bénula Larsen 965 Alston Street Victoria, BC  V9A 3S5 O: 250-595-0181 OF: 250-595-0189 lp61@bctf.ca Gulf Islands Teachers' Association (64) Deborah Nostdal Box 537 Salt Spring Island, BC  V8K 2W2 O: 250-537-4990 OF: 250-537-4990 lp64@bctf.ca Haida Gwaii Teachers' Association (50) Jennifer Jury c/o PO Box 325 Queen Charlotte City, BC  V0T 1S0 O: 250-637-1805 OF: N/A lp50@bctf.ca Kamloops Thompson Teachers' Association (73) David Komljenovic 202/204-1157 12th Street Kamloops, BC  V2B 7L2 O: 250-554-1223 OF: 250-554-1311 lp73@bctf.ca Kimberley Teachers' Association (3) Sally Struthers 201-144 Deer Park Avenue Kimberley, BC  V1A 2J4 O: 250-432-9729 OF: N/A lp03@bctf.ca Kitimat District Teachers' Association (80) Kim Meyer 233 Enterprise Avenue Kitimat, BC  V8C 2C8 O: 250-632-3109 OF: 250-632-3108 lp80@bctf.ca Kootenay Columbia Teachers' Union (20) Andy Davidoff 1657 Hwy 3A Castlegar, BC  V1N 4N5 O: 250-364-1740 OF: 250-364-1750 lp20@bctf.ca Kootenay Lake Teachers' Association* (862) Cam Zuk Box 671 Kaslo, BC  V0G 1M0 O: 250-353-2227 OF: N/A lp862@bctf.ca Lake Cowichan Teachers' Association (66) Chris Rolls 5610 West Riverbottom Rd Duncan, BC  V9L 6H9 O: 250-748-0011 OF: N/A lp66@bctf.ca Langley Teachers' Association (35) Gail Chaddock Costello 100-5786 Glover Road Langley, BC  V3A 4H9 O: 604-533-1618 OF: 604-533-1400 lp35@bctf.ca Mackenzie Teachers' Association* (572) Shannon Pride Box 1836 Mackenzie, BC  V0J 2C0 O: 250-997-6340 OF: N/A lp572@bctf.ca Maple Ridge Teachers' Association (42) George Serra 11771 Fraser Street Maple Ridge, BC  V2X 6C6 O: 604-467-2111 OF: 604-467-0815 lp42@bctf.ca McBride-Valemount Teachers' Association* (573) Jennifer L'Arrivee 2265 Red Tail Road Mcbride, BC  V0J 2E0 O: 250-569-2295 OF: N/A lp573@bctf.ca Mission Teachers' Union (75) Mark Bradshaw 100-33344 2nd Ave Mission, BC  V2V 1K3 O: 604-826-0112 OF: 604-826-3435 lp75@bctf.ca Mount Arrowsmith Teachers' Association (69) Debbie Morran Box 1286 Parksville, BC  V9P 2H3 O: 250-248-3496 OF: 250-248-3440 lp69@bctf.ca Nanaimo District Teachers' Association (68) Mike Ball 3137 Barons Road Nanaimo, BC  V9T 5W5 O: 250-756-1237 OF: 250-756-0188 lp68@bctf.ca Nechako Teachers' Union (56) Thomas Thalheimer Box 978 Vanderhoof, BC  V0J 3A0 O: 250-567-5040 OF: 250-567-5060 lp56@bctf.ca Nelson District Teachers' Association (7) Paul Boscariol PO Box 1012 Nelson, BC  V1L 6A5 O: 250-354-4142 OF: 250-354-1558 lp07@bctf.ca New Westminster Teachers' Union (40) Grant Osborne 607 Columbia St New Westminster, BC  V3M 1A7 O: 604-526-8990 OF: 604-526-8912 lp40@bctf.ca Nicola Valley Teachers' Union (31) Peter Vogt Box 849 Merritt, BC  V1K 1B8 O: 250-378-5060 OF: 250-378-5060 lp31@bctf.ca Nisga'a Teachers' Union (92) Richard Hotson Box 226 New Aiyansh, BC  V0J 1A0 O: 250-633-2571 OF: 250-633-2574 lp92@bctf.ca North Okanagan-Shuswap Teachers' Association (83) Brenda O'Dell Box 187 Salmon Arm, BC  V1E 4N3 O: 250-832-1933 OF: 250-832-4592 lp83@bctf.ca North Vancouver Teachers' Association (44) Carolyn Pena 100 - 133 West 17th Street North Vancouver, BC  V7M 1V5 O: 604 988-3224 OF: 604 980-8092 lp44@bctf.ca Okanagan Skaha Teachers' Union (67) Leslea Woodward 697 Martin Street Penticton, BC  V2A 5L5 O: 250-492-4915 OF: 250-492-5540 lp67@bctf.ca Peace River North Teachers' Association (60) Michele Wiebe Box 6057 Fort St John, BC  V1J 4H6 O: 250-785-8881 OF: 250-785-8881 lp60@bctf.ca Peace River South Teachers' Association (591) Lorraine MacKay Box 145 Dawson Creek, BC  V1G 4G3 O: 250-782-1284 OF: 250-782-1280 lp591@bctf.ca Powell River District Teachers' Association (47) Cathy Fisher 201-4400 Marine Avenue Powell River, BC  V8A 2K1 O: 604-485-5212 OF: 604-485-2882 lp47@bctf.ca Prince George District Teachers' Association (571) Tina Cousins 101-1968 Queensway Prince George, BC  V2L 1M2 O: 250-562-7214 OF: 250-562-5743 lp571@bctf.ca Prince Rupert District Teachers' Union (52) Kathy Murphy c/o Fisherman's Hall, 869 Fraser Street Prince Rupert, BC  V8J 1R1 O: 250-627-1700 OF: 250-624-6784 lp52@bctf.ca Princeton District Teachers' Union (17) Robert Tarswell Box 1019 Princeton, BC  V0X 1W0 O: 250-295-6684 OF: 250-295-6684 lp17@bctf.ca Quesnel District Teachers' Association (28) Lisa Kishkan Box 4643 Quesnel, BC  V2J 3J8 O: 250-992-3737 OF: 250-992-3638 lp28@bctf.ca Revelstoke Teachers' Association (19) Jennifer Wolney Box 72 Revelstoke, BC  V0E 2S0 O: 250-837-2255 OF: 250-837-2255 lp19@bctf.ca Richmond Teachers' Association (38) Al Klassen 210-7360 Westminster Hwy Richmond, BC  V6X 1A1 O: 604-278-2539 OF: 604-278-4320 lp38@bctf.ca Saanich Teachers' Association (63) Mark Skanks 6843 Central Saanich Road Saanichton, BC  V8Z 5V4 O: 778-426-1426 OF: 778-426-0716 lp63@bctf.ca Sea to Sky Teachers' Association (48) Carl Walker 104-40775 Tantalus Rd Squamish, BC  V8B 0N2 O: 604-892-3056 OF: 604-892-2296 lp48@bctf.ca SEPF (93) Sylvie Liechtele 100-550 West 6th Avenue Vancouver, BC  V5Z 4P2 O: 604-871-1866 OF: N/A lp93@bctf.ca Sooke Teachers' Association (62) Ian Johnson 201-716 Goldstream Avenue Victoria, BC  V9B 2X3 O: 250-474-3181 OF: 250-474-5555 lp62@bctf.ca South Okanagan Similkameen Teachers' Union (53) Sylvia Slater Box 1586 Oliver, BC  V0H 1T0 O: 250-498-2255 OF: N/A lp53@bctf.ca Stikine Teachers' Association (87) Asa Berg c/o Asa Berg, Box 469 Atlin, BC  V0W 1A0 O: 250-651-7820 OF: 250-651-7820 lp87@bctf.ca Sunshine Coast Teachers' Association (46) Louise Herle Box 951 Sechelt, BC  V0N 3A0 O: 604-885-7944 OF: 604-885-9837 lp46@bctf.ca Surrey Teachers' Association (36) Jennifer Wadge 201-9030 King George Boulevard Surrey, BC  V3V 7Y3 O: 604-594-5353 OF: 604-594-5176 lp36@bctf.ca Terrace District Teachers' Union (881) Cathy Lambright 4733 Park Avenue Terrace, BC  V8G 1W2 O: 250-635-4659 OF: N/A lp881@bctf.ca Tumbler Ridge Teachers' Association* (593) Karen Edwards 127 Gwillim Crescent, Box 1003 Tumbler Ridge, BC  V0C 2W0 O: 250-242-5281 OF: 250-242-5785 lp593@bctf.ca Upper Skeena Teachers* (882) Joslyn Bagg Box 562 New Hazelton, BC  V0J 2Y0 O: 250-842-6613 OF: N/A lp882@bctf.ca Vancouver Elementary School Teachers' Association (391) Dan Graves 2915 Commercial Dr Vancouver, BC  V5N 4C8 O: 604-873-8378 OF: 604-873-2652 lp391@bctf.ca Vancouver Island North Teachers' Association (85) Shawn Gough Box 5151, 6855 Market St Port Hardy, BC  V0N 2P0 O: 250-949-8888 OF: 250-949-8882 lp85@bctf.ca Vancouver Island West Teachers' Union (84) Ryan Meise PO Box 137 Gold River, BC  V0P 1G0 O: 250-283-9081 OF: N/A lp84@bctf.ca Vancouver Secondary Teachers' Association (392) Debbie Pawluk 2915 Commercial Drive Vancouver, BC  V5N 4C8 O: 604-873-5570 OF: 604-873-3916 lp392@bctf.ca Vernon Teachers' Association (22) Heather Malcolm 4004 31st Street Vernon, BC  V1T 5J6 O: 250-542-0456 OF: 250-542-0564 lp22@bctf.ca West Vancouver Teachers' Association (45) Rob Millard 4915 Marine Drive West Vancouver, BC  V7W 2P5 O: 604-926-1617 OF: 604-926-1119 lp45@bctf.ca Windermere Teachers' Association (4) Doug Murray Box 478 Invermere, BC  V0A 1K0 O: 250-341-5158 OF: N/A lp04@bctf.ca About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy Close Window Print Page   Local Presidents and Contact Information Sorted by local name. Click here for sort by local number. *Sublocal       O: Office   OF: Office Fax Abbotsford District Teachers' Association (34) Doug Smuland 2570 Cyril Street Abbotsford, BC  V2S 2G2 O: 604-854-1946 OF: 604-850-5100 lp34@bctf.ca Alberni District Teachers' Union (701) Ken Zydyk 4913 Argyle Street Port Alberni, BC  V9Y 1V6 O: 250-724-5021 OF: 250-724-0442 lp701@bctf.ca Arrow Lakes Teachers' Association (10) Ric Bardati Box 422 New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0 O: 250-265-7062 OF: N/A lp10@bctf.ca Boundary District Teachers' Association (51) Norm Sabourin Box 634, 1815D Central Ave Grand Forks, BC  V0H 1H0 O: 250-442-3330 OF: N/A lp51@bctf.ca Bulkley Valley Teachers' Union (54) Ilona Weiss PO Box 2137, 3772 C 1st Ave Smithers, BC  V0J 2N0 O: 250-847-3127 OF: 250-847-3123 lp54@bctf.ca Burnaby Teachers' Association (41) Rae Figursky 115-3993 Henning Drive Burnaby, BC  V5C 6P7 O: 604 294-8141 OF: 604 294-9846 lp41@bctf.ca Burns Lake District Teachers' Union (55) Kathryn Warren Box 464 Burns Lake, BC  V0J 1E0 O: 250-692-7932 OF: 250-692-7597 lp55@bctf.ca Campbell River District Teachers' Association (72) Dave Harper 202-871 Island Hwy Campbell River, BC  V9W 2C2 O: 250-286-1663 OF: 250-286-1679 lp72@bctf.ca Cariboo-Chilcotin Teachers' Association (27) Murray Helmer 124D North 2nd Avenue Williams Lake, BC  V2G 1Z6 O: 250-398-7221 OF: 250-398-5913 lp27@bctf.ca Central Coast Teachers' Association (49) Marc Hedges Box 253 Hagensborg, BC  V0T 1H0 O: 250-982-2354 OF: 250-982-2354 lp49@bctf.ca Central Okanagan Teachers' Association (23) Susan Bauhart 210-1751 Harvey Avenue Kelowna, BC  V1Y 6G4 O: 250-860-3866 OF: 250-862-3024 lp23@bctf.ca Chetwynd Teachers' Association* (592) Leanne Robertson Box 2665 Chetwynd, BC  V0C 1J0 O: 250-788-2267 OF: 250-788-9729 lp592@bctf.ca Chilliwack Teachers' Association (33) Clint Johnston 203-45970 Airport Road Chilliwack, BC  V2P 1A2 O: 604-792-9233 OF: 604-792-9389 lp33@bctf.ca Comox District Teachers' Association (71) Nick Moore 491 4th Street Ste. C Courtenay, BC  V9N 1G9 O: 250-338-1461 OF: 250-338-1657 lp71@bctf.ca Coquitlam Teachers' Association (43) Charley King 208-2502 St. Johns Street Port Moody, BC  V3H 2B4 O: 604-936-9971 OF: 604-936-7515 lp43@bctf.ca Cowichan District Teachers' Association (65) Naomi Nilsson 201-394 Duncan Street Duncan, BC  V9L 3W4 O: 250-748-2251 OF: 250-748-5243 lp65@bctf.ca Cranbrook District Teachers' Association (2) Shelley Balfour 304-105 9th Avenue South Cranbrook, BC  V1C 2M1 O: 250-489-3717 OF: 250-489-3727 lp02@bctf.ca Creston Valley Teachers' Association (861) Becky Blair 1001 Railway Boulevard Creston, BC  V0B 1G3 O: 250-428-7006 OF: 250-428-8602 lp861@bctf.ca Delta Teachers' Association (37) Paul Steer 110-4977 Trenant St Delta, BC  V4K 2K5 O: 604-946-0391 OF: 604-946-1629 lp37@bctf.ca Fernie District Teachers' Association (1) Christina Smith Box 10 Fernie, BC  V0B 1M0 O: 250-423-3333 OF: 250-423-6134 lp01@bctf.ca Fort Nelson District Teachers' Association (81) Greg Gerwing Box 2031 Fort Nelson, BC  V0C 1R0 O: 250-775-1824 OF: N/A lp81@bctf.ca Fraser-Cascade Teachers' Association (78) Lynne Marvell Unit E, Box 1238 Hope, BC  V0X 1L0 O: 604-869-9383 OF: 604-869-3236 lp78@bctf.ca Gold Trail Teachers' Association (74) Cameron Rittinger Box 1437 Ashcroft, BC  V0K 1A0 O: 250-453-2696 OF: 250-453-2696 lp74@bctf.ca Golden Teachers' Association (18) Mike Archibald Box 430 Golden, BC  V0A 1H0 O: 250-344-5885 OF: 250-344-5890 lp18@bctf.ca Greater Victoria Teachers' Association (61) Bénula Larsen 965 Alston Street Victoria, BC  V9A 3S5 O: 250-595-0181 OF: 250-595-0189 lp61@bctf.ca Gulf Islands Teachers' Association (64) Deborah Nostdal Box 537 Salt Spring Island, BC  V8K 2W2 O: 250-537-4990 OF: 250-537-4990 lp64@bctf.ca Haida Gwaii Teachers' Association (50) Jennifer Jury c/o PO Box 325 Queen Charlotte City, BC  V0T 1S0 O: 250-637-1805 OF: N/A lp50@bctf.ca Kamloops Thompson Teachers' Association (73) David Komljenovic 202/204-1157 12th Street Kamloops, BC  V2B 7L2 O: 250-554-1223 OF: 250-554-1311 lp73@bctf.ca Kimberley Teachers' Association (3) Sally Struthers 201-144 Deer Park Avenue Kimberley, BC  V1A 2J4 O: 250-432-9729 OF: N/A lp03@bctf.ca Kitimat District Teachers' Association (80) Kim Meyer 233 Enterprise Avenue Kitimat, BC  V8C 2C8 O: 250-632-3109 OF: 250-632-3108 lp80@bctf.ca Kootenay Columbia Teachers' Union (20) Andy Davidoff 1657 Hwy 3A Castlegar, BC  V1N 4N5 O: 250-364-1740 OF: 250-364-1750 lp20@bctf.ca Kootenay Lake Teachers' Association* (862) Cam Zuk Box 671 Kaslo, BC  V0G 1M0 O: 250-353-2227 OF: N/A lp862@bctf.ca Lake Cowichan Teachers' Association (66) Chris Rolls 5610 West Riverbottom Rd Duncan, BC  V9L 6H9 O: 250-748-0011 OF: N/A lp66@bctf.ca Langley Teachers' Association (35) Gail Chaddock Costello 100-5786 Glover Road Langley, BC  V3A 4H9 O: 604-533-1618 OF: 604-533-1400 lp35@bctf.ca Mackenzie Teachers' Association* (572) Shannon Pride Box 1836 Mackenzie, BC  V0J 2C0 O: 250-997-6340 OF: N/A lp572@bctf.ca Maple Ridge Teachers' Association (42) George Serra 11771 Fraser Street Maple Ridge, BC  V2X 6C6 O: 604-467-2111 OF: 604-467-0815 lp42@bctf.ca McBride-Valemount Teachers' Association* (573) Jennifer L'Arrivee 2265 Red Tail Road Mcbride, BC  V0J 2E0 O: 250-569-2295 OF: N/A lp573@bctf.ca Mission Teachers' Union (75) Mark Bradshaw 100-33344 2nd Ave Mission, BC  V2V 1K3 O: 604-826-0112 OF: 604-826-3435 lp75@bctf.ca Mount Arrowsmith Teachers' Association (69) Debbie Morran Box 1286 Parksville, BC  V9P 2H3 O: 250-248-3496 OF: 250-248-3440 lp69@bctf.ca Nanaimo District Teachers' Association (68) Mike Ball 3137 Barons Road Nanaimo, BC  V9T 5W5 O: 250-756-1237 OF: 250-756-0188 lp68@bctf.ca Nechako Teachers' Union (56) Thomas Thalheimer Box 978 Vanderhoof, BC  V0J 3A0 O: 250-567-5040 OF: 250-567-5060 lp56@bctf.ca Nelson District Teachers' Association (7) Paul Boscariol PO Box 1012 Nelson, BC  V1L 6A5 O: 250-354-4142 OF: 250-354-1558 lp07@bctf.ca New Westminster Teachers' Union (40) Grant Osborne 607 Columbia St New Westminster, BC  V3M 1A7 O: 604-526-8990 OF: 604-526-8912 lp40@bctf.ca Nicola Valley Teachers' Union (31) Peter Vogt Box 849 Merritt, BC  V1K 1B8 O: 250-378-5060 OF: 250-378-5060 lp31@bctf.ca Nisga'a Teachers' Union (92) Richard Hotson Box 226 New Aiyansh, BC  V0J 1A0 O: 250-633-2571 OF: 250-633-2574 lp92@bctf.ca North Okanagan-Shuswap Teachers' Association (83) Brenda O'Dell Box 187 Salmon Arm, BC  V1E 4N3 O: 250-832-1933 OF: 250-832-4592 lp83@bctf.ca North Vancouver Teachers' Association (44) Carolyn Pena 100 - 133 West 17th Street North Vancouver, BC  V7M 1V5 O: 604 988-3224 OF: 604 980-8092 lp44@bctf.ca Okanagan Skaha Teachers' Union (67) Leslea Woodward 697 Martin Street Penticton, BC  V2A 5L5 O: 250-492-4915 OF: 250-492-5540 lp67@bctf.ca Peace River North Teachers' Association (60) Michele Wiebe Box 6057 Fort St John, BC  V1J 4H6 O: 250-785-8881 OF: 250-785-8881 lp60@bctf.ca Peace River South Teachers' Association (591) Lorraine MacKay Box 145 Dawson Creek, BC  V1G 4G3 O: 250-782-1284 OF: 250-782-1280 lp591@bctf.ca Powell River District Teachers' Association (47) Cathy Fisher 201-4400 Marine Avenue Powell River, BC  V8A 2K1 O: 604-485-5212 OF: 604-485-2882 lp47@bctf.ca Prince George District Teachers' Association (571) Tina Cousins 101-1968 Queensway Prince George, BC  V2L 1M2 O: 250-562-7214 OF: 250-562-5743 lp571@bctf.ca Prince Rupert District Teachers' Union (52) Kathy Murphy c/o Fisherman's Hall, 869 Fraser Street Prince Rupert, BC  V8J 1R1 O: 250-627-1700 OF: 250-624-6784 lp52@bctf.ca Princeton District Teachers' Union (17) Robert Tarswell Box 1019 Princeton, BC  V0X 1W0 O: 250-295-6684 OF: 250-295-6684 lp17@bctf.ca Quesnel District Teachers' Association (28) Lisa Kishkan Box 4643 Quesnel, BC  V2J 3J8 O: 250-992-3737 OF: 250-992-3638 lp28@bctf.ca Revelstoke Teachers' Association (19) Jennifer Wolney Box 72 Revelstoke, BC  V0E 2S0 O: 250-837-2255 OF: 250-837-2255 lp19@bctf.ca Richmond Teachers' Association (38) Al Klassen 210-7360 Westminster Hwy Richmond, BC  V6X 1A1 O: 604-278-2539 OF: 604-278-4320 lp38@bctf.ca Saanich Teachers' Association (63) Mark Skanks 6843 Central Saanich Road Saanichton, BC  V8Z 5V4 O: 778-426-1426 OF: 778-426-0716 lp63@bctf.ca Sea to Sky Teachers' Association (48) Carl Walker 104-40775 Tantalus Rd Squamish, BC  V8B 0N2 O: 604-892-3056 OF: 604-892-2296 lp48@bctf.ca SEPF (93) Sylvie Liechtele 100-550 West 6th Avenue Vancouver, BC  V5Z 4P2 O: 604-871-1866 OF: N/A lp93@bctf.ca Sooke Teachers' Association (62) Ian Johnson 201-716 Goldstream Avenue Victoria, BC  V9B 2X3 O: 250-474-3181 OF: 250-474-5555 lp62@bctf.ca South Okanagan Similkameen Teachers' Union (53) Sylvia Slater Box 1586 Oliver, BC  V0H 1T0 O: 250-498-2255 OF: N/A lp53@bctf.ca Stikine Teachers' Association (87) Asa Berg c/o Asa Berg, Box 469 Atlin, BC  V0W 1A0 O: 250-651-7820 OF: 250-651-7820 lp87@bctf.ca Sunshine Coast Teachers' Association (46) Louise Herle Box 951 Sechelt, BC  V0N 3A0 O: 604-885-7944 OF: 604-885-9837 lp46@bctf.ca Surrey Teachers' Association (36) Jennifer Wadge 201-9030 King George Boulevard Surrey, BC  V3V 7Y3 O: 604-594-5353 OF: 604-594-5176 lp36@bctf.ca Terrace District Teachers' Union (881) Cathy Lambright 4733 Park Avenue Terrace, BC  V8G 1W2 O: 250-635-4659 OF: N/A lp881@bctf.ca Tumbler Ridge Teachers' Association* (593) Karen Edwards 127 Gwillim Crescent, Box 1003 Tumbler Ridge, BC  V0C 2W0 O: 250-242-5281 OF: 250-242-5785 lp593@bctf.ca Upper Skeena Teachers* (882) Joslyn Bagg Box 562 New Hazelton, BC  V0J 2Y0 O: 250-842-6613 OF: N/A lp882@bctf.ca Vancouver Elementary School Teachers' Association (391) Dan Graves 2915 Commercial Dr Vancouver, BC  V5N 4C8 O: 604-873-8378 OF: 604-873-2652 lp391@bctf.ca Vancouver Island North Teachers' Association (85) Shawn Gough Box 5151, 6855 Market St Port Hardy, BC  V0N 2P0 O: 250-949-8888 OF: 250-949-8882 lp85@bctf.ca Vancouver Island West Teachers' Union (84) Ryan Meise PO Box 137 Gold River, BC  V0P 1G0 O: 250-283-9081 OF: N/A lp84@bctf.ca Vancouver Secondary Teachers' Association (392) Debbie Pawluk 2915 Commercial Drive Vancouver, BC  V5N 4C8 O: 604-873-5570 OF: 604-873-3916 lp392@bctf.ca Vernon Teachers' Association (22) Heather Malcolm 4004 31st Street Vernon, BC  V1T 5J6 O: 250-542-0456 OF: 250-542-0564 lp22@bctf.ca West Vancouver Teachers' Association (45) Rob Millard 4915 Marine Drive West Vancouver, BC  V7W 2P5 O: 604-926-1617 OF: 604-926-1119 lp45@bctf.ca Windermere Teachers' Association (4) Doug Murray Box 478 Invermere, BC  V0A 1K0 O: 250-341-5158 OF: N/A lp04@bctf.ca)
(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2014/09/tentative-agreement-yes-or-no.html?showComment=1410931262136,Staffroom Confidential: Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, September 16, 2014 Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Despite what I know was a herculean effort on the part of our bargaining team, I very much hope that BC teachers will vote no to the tentative agreement. After five weeks of strike, and twelve years of legal battles, this is not the deal that will restore sanity to public education and it is not a fair deal for teachers and students. Just as teachers in Saskatchewan rejected a deal to ensure a better outcome, I hope BC teachers will consider a no vote to let our team know we have to go back to the bargaining table. Class size, composition The agreement provided a modified LIF fund starting at $75 million per year and increasing to $85 by the last year. It is for teachers only, which will mean a slight improvement in Districts where sizeable portions were spent on Education Assistants or senior District staff rather than teachers. However, in an average size District like Victoria (20,000 students, 1,000 teachers), this will translate into about 5-10 more teachers. That is one for every five schools. To put it in comparison, Justice Griffin's judgement estimated the lost funding due to lost class size language at about $330 million in current dollars. (Read more here about the proposed Education Fund.) I heard so many teachers speak up about the need to ensure that we do not return to over-crowded classes when the strike ends. This agreement does very little to alleviate what is the most pressing issue. Throwing away the court victory The agreement provides a "reopener" in the event we win on appeal our class size language. What this means is that the language returns, but is not implemented until new language is negotiated. Without the actual implementation of the returned language, there will be very little incentive for the government to bargain it back. We would essentially be back in the very same position we are in today, with government trying to bargain it out and us trying to bargain it back in. In my opinion, even if we were legislated back to work we would be in a superior position. If we won the appeal the government would then be forced to implement the language. We are thus throwing away our historic court victory and the bargaining pressure it potentially creates. The reopener is really only mildly less offensive than E80. In both cases, we have to bargain back what was illegally taken from our contract and the government will probably never have to restore it. In fact, the "reopener" creates the perfect opportunity for government to lock us out to try and force us to agree to something far inferior. Throwing away the remedy for the last twelve years The agreement provides $105 million to compensate for grievances over-sized classes for the last twelve years. Using Justice Griffin's estimates, our loss is roughly $300 million times 12 = over $3 billion. I cannot fathom how $105 million is a fair compromise. The BCTF's original proposal to put this money back into the system was a more fair and productive approach. This agreement means we can no longer go to the courts for a fair remedy. Wages The agreement is very close to government's original offer. While I would be willing to accept this if the class size language was returned, teachers should not be taking such a significant monetary loss without the commensurate gain in working conditions. We have lost roughly 12% of our annual salary. We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut. Minimal improvements There are very minimal improvements in preparation time for elementary teachers (10 minutes per week), and TTOC daily rate. The TTOC daily rate change may depend on your grid placement. It could actually be a wage loss for long term TTOCs who are above category 5 and step 7. There is also $11 million in health and dental benefits. At 40,000 members, this is $275 each. Hardly worth consideration in the context of the rest of the agreement. What next? There are a variety of options if we vote no. We can continue the strike. We can choose to return to work and continue bargaining. We do not, and should not, accept an agreement that doesn't meet our needs and doesn't meet the needs of students and public education. When Saskatchewan teachers rejected the first deal which had 5.5% wage increases over four years, the second deal had 7.3% increases over four years. They have said this still isn't good enough. For us, our main issue is classroom conditions. We need to say this isn't good enough. The way to do that is to vote no. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 7:48 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 124 comments: Troy MooreSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:17 PM The EC recommendation states the open clause will be argued from restored language. However, selling our grievances for nothing as the 105 million is strike savings, is plenty of reason to vote no. Further, no composition caps, but a fund controlled by Superintendents is enough reason to vote no. Thursday I will vote no.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:06 PM Re-opener also says "education fund" in place until new language bargained, so old language can disappear forever.Delete Reply Mme RousseauSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:33 PM Government starved us to death hoping we'd vote yes to whatever deal they'd offer. Planned it from the start.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:07 PM We can sill choose (collectively) to return to work if we reject this deal. Many options.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:09 PM Great analysis, Tara! I think that returning to work would be a bad idea. This will frustrate parents more if they need to find new ways to deal with taking care fo kids. USe the money given to you by the other unions. I am a teacher who had to quit for stress over the terrible condition of work (split FI grade 4/5, several low LD kids with little support, one severe with no support, 2 gifted (no support), and a principal who expected me to teach 2 separate social studies AND science programs)Delete Reply Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:56 PM Good points by all but the gov't succeeded in starving my family out and completly breaking us. I will be voting YES and live to fight another dayReplyDelete Replies schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:21 PM 'Fight another day'? In the last twelve years that we have been pushing back against this government, never has the tide tide been so much with teachers, class size/composition, and public education - and never has the government been pushed back onto the ropes (especially with the call for binding arbitration). What 'other day' is being proposed that we wait for? Now is the time. Vote 'no' and give the BCTF bargaining team a renewed mandate to get a decent deal for students and teachers.Delete Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:10 PM "Another day" means to wake up and realize that 2more weeks means my family of 5 could lose our home. It means I will do all I can to recall Cc, Factbender, and other mla's, and maybe even having "a guy I know" have a chat with them. In year 1 of their reign, I don't believe they even know what "the ropes" are. I will vote YES ...for my family, and I can live with thatDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:12 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply Karen FergusonSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:03 PM Just a question: When the Saskatchewan teachers voted no, had they already been on strike for 5 weeks?ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM No. They are working with no contract. They are not on strike.Delete Shannon DavisSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:23 AM I am a Saskatchewan teacher. We are not on strike; we are currently in the conciliation process after voting "no" to 2 previous offersDelete Reply "Mama Rose"September 16, 2014 at 9:27 PM Can we truly return to work without agreeing and continue bargaining? When I suggested returning to work a few weeks ago, the answer was "being on strike puts pressure on the gov't and without pressure they have no reason to settle." And can you explain more how legislating us back would be better than agreeing to this deal? And finally, why would the BCTF executive put forward a deal that was not a good one?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:30 PM Because they need confirmation of the resolve of the membership to get something better. That is what a no vote does.Delete Reply Troylana MSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:28 PM some great points to ponder, tara......thinking thinking....ReplyDelete schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:43 PM If we vote 'no' to the tentative deal we still have options: We'd not have a contract. But we could... a) strike with full picket lines b) partially strike with phase 1 (work-to-rule) in schools c) partially strike with periodic/rotating job action d) continue negotiating e) return to work and re-escalate strike f) some/all of the above ReplyDelete Replies Caroline MackenzieSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:21 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:14 PM a) will expedite matters (I say less that 3 days)Delete Reply danabjornsonSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:05 PM I am thinking that a legislated, crappier contract would only be in effect for 2 years max (before elections...). If we take this offer, then we will be agreeing to this pseudo-E80. Should we win the court case (which we likely will), we will have to settle on the terms of the THIS negotiated contract which doesn't actually restore learning conditions; it simply allows for those conditions to be negotiated. If we say n, then we default to the 2002 contract, which DOES restore the language. A "yes" vote is saying that we are good on "crumbs"; a "no" vote is saying we want an actual meal. That's my understanding, anyway. Please correct me where I am wrong, Tara. :)ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:44 PM And word is IF they legislate, they could opt to legislate back Grade 10-12 only causing the union to have to lay off all teachers and re-hire based on seniority. That will tear the union at the seams pitting teacher against teacher for those positions. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:17 PM There will be a general strike if that were to happen! They better not do this. They will regret it.Delete Reply imaginefunlearningSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:09 PM Some good points on the background of our fight over the past 12 years, which I have been actively engaged in; however we need to recognize the climate we are in. We are not in Sask. people! We have just come through a very long summer!! We need to thank our @bctf bargaining team & recognize the toll this has taken on all of us & our families. I don't have the luxury of more time on the strike line. This may be as good as it gets. Let's read the agreement and consider getting back to work and making some $ again! That's my 2 cents worth, which would come in really handy right now!!!ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:18 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply RobSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:11 PM Go back in work to rule mode. Work this winter to recall every Liberal MLA. ThAt is the only way to apply pressure to these criminals. ReplyDelete Replies Kate RestonSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:03 PM Recall! Not sure who won the battle but the war is still onDelete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:14 AM Well said Kate... I agree 100%Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:20 PM I think say NO and a better deal will be done in less than 3 days. These guys are not criminals, they are lower than that. I bet they get a sick pleasure in hurting the kids and the teachers.Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:31 PM An official recall is in the works: https://www.facebook.com/groups/316129595235450/?fref=ts Please consider joining.Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:26 AM Leah - do you honestly think anyone who voted BC Liberal did so thinking that they would act any differently on the education file?Delete Reply JJSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:16 PM I am glad to see other members who share my views. I am outraged at a 1.2 percent "raise" in salary per year that doesn't even meet inflation of currently 2%. I feel used and abused.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:23 PM Not to mention all of the other pittance! I am actually surprised that Iker asked teachers to vote on this! Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:18 PM Hi Tara Thanks for the summary! Will we be able to vote NO to the deal, but vote YES to returning to work? Will there be three options when we vote Thursday? Why did the BCTF agree to a substandard deal for us? If we vote no to a deal that was recommended to us, the teachers look like the bad guys and public approval will plummet. I am very disappointed and frustratedReplyDelete Replies KataSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:12 AM Public approval will not necessarily plummet. I have seen strikes where the membership has voted against the executive's "best results to date", and ended up with a better offer. This offer is an insult. The $300 million will not bring funding to the national average (I believe). More importantly, the wage offer is half of the average wage increase for public and private workers (StatsCan). Delete Reply MontySeptember 16, 2014 at 10:19 PM Thank you, Tara. My thoughts too, more clearly expressed. As well, Thursday is too soon to vote, too soon to vote, too soon to vote........ReplyDelete Richard ChalkeSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:21 PM Vote no and lose every shred of public support...just sayin!ReplyDelete Replies UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:31 AM I am a member of the public and would support a "no" vote. js!.Delete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:01 AM Richard Chalke, NO you won't! I am a mother with 3 adopted special needs children who need to be in a class that is designed for them and others like them (my kids are academically slightly delayed but their issues are more social and behavioural) where they can receive the education they deserve taught in a way they can comprehend. I will speak now for all the parents I know, and we will support the teacher's if they continue to fight for our children's best interest.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:28 PM It might not be pretty at first, but once we explain things (and I hope the Mandarin-speaking teachers flood the Richmond organization that voiced their concerns), they will back us. The 3 billions that the judge came to is the first I hear about. This should be stated to every newsmedia comment section in the province. Minimize pickets and flood those outlets with commenters, just like the Liberals do. Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:45 PM I am a member of the public and a single Mother of a child in the public school system. You will NOT lose one bit of my support if you vote no. I know that you are sacrificing so that my child can have a better education, and I am most grateful for it. Having said that, I also know that you are exhausted and broke. I have been dreading that you may have to settle for less than what you (we) deserve because the government succeeded in breaking you. I am not in your shoes, so cannot judge. If the vote is a yes, I understand and I am still behind you. Delete Reply Alison RocheSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:25 PM It is a crap deal. It's always a crap deal. Once you raise the stakes to striking, anything else is a cave in. The last time we walked out was the 3 day illegal strike where I threw away 1200$ and got EXACTLY the same contract I had the year before. The BCTF called it a win because they didn't rip up MORE of my contract. Ridiculous. There are a few of us that believe that working to contract, doing 100% of your teaching job and nothing more (like paying for supplies out of your own pocket or EC) is the only way teachers will survive this government. What if they get re-elected again? Then what? Teachers have lost thousands to these clowns to make "statements" about the state of public education in this province. We can't keep sacrificing ourselves and our families. And in the meantime, you talk to parents about why you have to take this crappy road. Because up until this strike they mostly didn't care about the state of education, but god forbid you didn't run a Sports Day. Then suddenly they wanted to know what the hell was going on. Keep the conversation going in schools. Attend your PAC meetings and stop enabling this govt to underfund and overwork the system. And still get paid!ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:20 AM I am very excited at the prospect of returning to my beloved job on Friday. However I will NOT continue to put my personal money into my classroom and I will be seriously reconsidering my involvement in extra curriculars. I think we shoot ourselves in the foot with all the unpaid work we so willingly volunteer to do. Delete Reply FCSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:38 PM I heard a rumour last week from a loose lipped government insider that after the 22nd, depending on the outcome of the negotiations the Liberals were going to announce a 3 step process. I was not clear if this was based on 3 steps to resolve the strike (perhaps the 3rd step is legislation??) or 3 steps to overhaul the education system, either way, they will settle it outright. I wish you all luck and all the information that you need to make a sound decision of what you feel is best.ReplyDelete Replies Lisa BurrowsSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:53 PM I have heard similar rumours. On the 23rd, the gov. was planning on introducing a $6000 per year voucher system for 3 choices: an academic or trades program, or something called EducationCanada. Not clear whether their intention was to privatize the public system, de-certify teachers and hire them back under new wage/benefits. Not clear where these rumours originated from. Maybe fear tactics to get teachers to vote yes. In any event, I plan on voting yes. I signed up to be a teacher, not a martyr. This strike has cost us a lot. We need to regain our livelihood and hopefully continue the conversation about class composition. We have at least awakened many people to the issue, and the court case is still an avenue that could eventually improve teaching and learning conditions.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:33 PM I urge all teachers to fight and say NO to this deal. Retired teacher who had to retire because horrendous work conditions. Make me proud. They will not last long if you say NO! I know this is tough, but there is money and I hear that Van City does offer loan at low to 0 %. Banks do allow you to miss a mortgage payment. Go talki to your banker.Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM Will school districts require teachers to make up missed days, as suggested in the media? Will the school calendar be changing to make up for the missed three weeks and if so will we be made aware of those changes PRIOR to the vote? ReplyDelete KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:41 PM "Wages..... We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut." And that is the cost of going on strike!!! There is nothing that can be done about that. You cannot go on strike and put up the raise you want every week to compensate for your time on strike - it doesn't work that way.ReplyDelete Replies Drew StevensonSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:59 AM I believe the missing "..." Suggests that they meant to refer to the losses against inflation since the last wage step increase. Thus this contract does not allow us to recover the buying power lost to inflation since the last non contract or "0%" year. Add those up and compare against the proposed increase and you see that by the end of the contract, we won't be able to afford the same value of goods (loaves of bread, watts of energy, litres of gas) that we could at the end of the last contracts term. It was not a comment about wages that were lost in the strike. Those are really small potatoes when compared to the grinding power of inflation over years and years. The next contract will use this latest for a bench mark so these losses to inflation will grind at all teachers for as long as they teach. A death of a thousand cuts to our ability to afford basic goods and services. Any raise less than inflation is a cut to the value placed on us and on our ability to pay our bills. Delete Reply Ed SSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:09 PM Having lost $20,000 (including summer school wages) as the single income for a family of five is far too much; I will be voting YES to the deal, unless the independently wealthy teachers out there who wish to continue the strike will pay my bills and mortgage for me.ReplyDelete Replies Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:14 PM I feel ya. Yes for meDelete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:18 AM Ed S. With all due respect (and I mean that), how did you lose $20,000 in the strike? Teachers were out 2 weeks (all out) before they were supposed to be in June, and now 3 weeks for the start of school? It is my understanding that teachers don't get paid through the summer months. Please correct me if I'm wrong, wherever I'm wrong. Shouldn't you have been financially alright for the summer months at least? Also all teachers knew this strike had a possibility of extending into the new school year but no one teacher budgeted for this possibility? I'm truly just trying to get a clear picture of where this all stems. NO disrespect intended.Delete BlairSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:12 AM Kelly, not Ed but if you look at the numbers there was the 10% lockout haircut in May/June plus the loss of most of June and the loss of much of September. In our 1 teacher (1 non) household we calculated a $9 K - $10 K loss so far. If you add summer school earnings you can easily make the loss in the $20 k zone. As for budgeting, we budget for the summer, but did not expect the 10% haircut, nor the loss of June/Sept days which completely messed our budgeting calculations. A very good friend (single teaching mother) was crushed by the loss of the June income and is without a penny today.Delete Mr. SmoothSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:35 PM The only one who didn't get a haircut was Jim Iker... and he needs one more than anyone else. What's with that over-coiffed 70"s mullet Jim? Does wonders for the BCTF brand image!Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:55 PM Jim's hair is not open for discussion in a respectful space like this. As for his salary, he is a teacher who does not get paid when we are on strike.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:04 PM Totally agree!Delete Reply Mr. GSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:24 PM If I thought they could do any better I would agree with voting NO, but you have to be realistic. The BCTF does not use professionals to bargain and always ends up with much less than they promise the membership when asking for a strike vote. While this is not a great deal for teachers, I really think you're fooling yourself if you think it'll get any better.ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:02 AM BCTF needs to be replaced with younger more adept representatives and advocates. Also, we should be hiring professional contract negotiators - you don't go into battle with cut throat corporate types with a wooden knife. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:37 PM This is BAD deal! Say NO to it and show those (expletives) that we will not take it anymore! Come on! Show them that teachers have a spine! They will respect us, oddly!Delete Reply retaSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:51 PM I agree with Richard. Those in the public that are uniformed would be furious, and there are many teachers who just can't afford to use their wages as their voice any longer - too much has already been donated to the government. In my opinion, the deal is pretty lame. I am sitting on the fence.ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:24 AM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:26 AM So true!!! I cannot afford to fight this battle for public education any longer. Why is this my personal and professional obligation??? However I think this deal is weak weak weak. I also think its the best we are going to get. Ideologically I'm on the fence but my wallet will vote YES.Delete Reply SirThinksToo MuchSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:54 PM My wife and I will be voting "Yes" on Thursday for it is the middle path. The easy path would have been for us to go back to school with E-80 & E-81 over our heads. The difficult path would be for us to vote "No" and put our mortgage at risk and having to continue asking retired parents for handouts to feed a family with three kids. The middle path is the wisest choice for us considering the current political climate in which those who do not teach are the quickest to judge it harshly.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:41 PM I understand that this is really tough for you! I almost died teaching a few month ago. I had to quit. Please consider holding on and say no. Remember the short loss in salary will be offset in the LONG-RUn by better salary increase. This is a joke! They will be laughing at you even more if we accept this. This is a very bad deal! However, I do respect your position!Delete Reply DaleSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:16 AM Why would classroom conditions be better on October 9th after being legislated back? We have been outplayed because of our stubborn refusal to outdated, tired old tactics. It is because of these actions that have led us to this terrible deal. Time to reset, regroup and stock up for the long haul. Can't do it if half the members commit hara kiri on themselves. We are a union of professionals not a cult. ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:49 AM Could not agree more.Delete schreck!September 17, 2014 at 9:44 AM Could you please advise which tactics you believe could have been used to secure a superior deal?Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:47 AM Full disclosure: I'm a BC Liberal supporter. The only people who would benefit from a NO vote are the BC Liberals. Teachers would be bargaining with no leverage whatsoever and would be viewed by a large segment of the population as unreasonable. The BC Liberals then get portray themselves as the only party capable of dealing with the BCTF. schreck! says that the BCTF has the government on the ropes, but he couldn't be farther from the truth. The government wants people to view the BCTF as their primary opponent. Disputes like this just shore up the BC Liberal base and protect its right flank. Any half-baked recall campaign will only reinforce that. It's true teachers aren't going to recoup the lost wages from the strike. I would suggest to you that that means this job action was probably not in teachers' interests, especially without any sort of appreciable strike fund. This is the best deal teachers were ever going to get with this government and people should have been able to recognize that in June. If you want my advice (which you probably don't), it would be to spend the next 5 years building up a strike fund, electing better leaders, and hiring a professional negotiating team. Don't bring a knife to a gunfight and expect things to go well. Focus on getting the best deal you can from whoever the government is rather than trying to change the government, the HST, Kinder Morgan or a thousand different issues that distract from education and erode the union's finances further. You'd be doing yourself a favour, and probably doing the NDP a favour at the same time. Also, if schreck! is David Schreck, you can thank his opposition to STV for the last two BC Liberal majorities. I know I do.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:11 PM One step would be to stop making political contributions to the NDP. This only contributes to the childish animosity and lack of trust that has constantly characterized negotiations. How else can the Socreds/Liberals view teachers except as enemies when they so publicly support their opponents. This stupid confrontational immature approach has to STOP!!!!! Education should not be a political fight when it is so obviously a valuable benefit to our society. It was an NDP government that legislated teachers back to work in 1993. Stop making education a political fight.Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:10 PM I don't think they have to go that far. CUPE and the Nurses still contribute to the NDP yet they don't have the same acrimonious relationship. CUPE and the Nurses just make their members their priority, and broader advocacy second.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:55 PM Ryan (possibly a Liberal paid commenter), with all due respect, I disagree with you. The cumulative increase in lieu of this will be better. Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can. I say to Iker, ask for 6% over 3 years because these people love to play the 15% over 15 year game to make it so big on the surface. Some people think that this is 15% every year. Believe me! I have seen it in comment sections. Others believe that the 15% is too high not understanding that they must divide things over the duration of the contract. It is time that we play it smarter. It is time to put the foot down and ask for money given to us by other unions, if it is needed. Banks can accept one late mortgage payment. It would be suicidal for them to not help. Imagine the possible damage if that ever leaks out. They could lose a lot in teacher money. I for one would pull my money out of a bank in support! Teachers are going to show this government that we have a spine! Enough is enough! Aren't you tired of being treated like kids? (Retired teacher who almost died in a car accident because of work conditions that were horrendous. I had to quit.)Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 AM Not paid by the BC Liberals. I pay them actually... :/ I imagine astroturfers of any affiliation wouldn't disclose their bias. "Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can." How did that work in May 2013? If the teachers reject a contract that their own union endorsed, it will make teachers seem unreasonable. Whether that perception is true or fair is irrelevant. It's what will happen, and teachers will be weaker as a result. Take my advice. Build up a strike fund and focus on the internal governance of the BCTF for the next 6 years. You'll be better off for it. Or not. I don't mind you or others making it easier for the party I support to get elected. I'd just rather not see kids and teachers hurt in the process.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:37 AM Ah! The "don't-hurt-kids" card, hey, when you have underfunded education for 12 years! WOW! That takes the cake! Are your trolling? Oh! You are serious? :) Would you be surprised if I don't follow your advice, considering your lack of logic? Would you be surprised if others don't follow your advice? It is ttue that bullies like you and your ilks love to show who is the boss, who is the teacher now! I suspect that is at the root of the problem! No one wants to fail in school! No one wants to get the strap! Sad that today's teachers don't like it too! But, who cares, we are ... teachers! We deserve it! BAH! BAH! BAH!Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:22 PM That's fine. I look forward to another 16 years of BC Liberal government.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:41 PM 16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate! Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan! Sociopaths do that!Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 9:35 AM "16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate!" 16 years of our opponents still don't understand why they lost. Like I said, that's fine with me. If I said the Liberals would be in power for at least another 13 years back in 2004 you probably would have laughed too. Heck, if I told you on May 13 last year that the BC Liberals would be reelected on May 14 you'd probably have laughed too. And you were wrong. Why is that? Answer that question if you want the NDP to win the next election. Without a correct answer to it, the NDP's cause is hopeless. "Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan!" You feel they are flawed, and that's fine. I don't go around calling people who disagree with me sociopaths, nor do I accuse them of being paid shills. But I also don't feel much need to address your ad hominems. There are logical arguments to support your position, but argumentum ad hominem is not one of them. It's a textbook logical fallacy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 1:15 PM Ah! Now I get it! It is all ego-based! You think because you voted the winning party that you are a winner and we are losers! You think because you predicted that the Liberals would win, you are winner. That does not make YOU a winner or the Liberals! It is called DEMOGRAPHICS, you expletives. The baby boomers are getting old and because they have more assets and won't make a whole lot more for too long, they need to vote a govn't who is going to do just that! It is not rocket science! WOW! You think you are so superior when your party stole an election with 47% of the popular vote. That's not a majority and your party should not have been elected. BTW, did you delete from your ethical memory the words Ethnic voting scandal? The field is slanted and you know it. However, you are so willing to minimize, forget the scams and bad fairplay tactics like a sociopath is allowed to minimize or ignore his or victims emotions that you don't see that you are the loser, we are the victim of your constant bullying. 1% wage increases after years of 0% increases and you can justify that when Yahoo reports that the average Canadian can hope to get 2.5% this and next year: https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html You Liberals behave like fascists, but we can't call you that because that's not allowed! Well! Guess what? It is and you are. Live with it! You keep on dreaming you are a genius! :) I am retired, getting soon a nice pension, and laughing at you from a beach somewhere! AHAHA! Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 2:14 PM What's with the name calling Peter? For someone claiming to be retired you really don't show the wisdom of age. For someone who talks about logic, you use logical fallacies like ad hominems a lot too. It's a fair point that the BC Liberals didn't get a majority of the vote (and I'm a very big supporter of electoral reform). The BC Liberals + Conservatives did though, and I don't think it's realistic to expect the BC Conservatives to have been more generous had they been part of government. Last time I checked I just voted. I didn't "victimize" anyone. Perhaps your rage is misplaced. If you think the election was "stolen" I'm afraid I have to question your grasp on reality though. "Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?" I'm glad you'll have a pleasant retirement Peter. I have no ill will towards you. I'm not sure why you think I do. I'm not saying people were *right* to vote BC Liberal. That's a matter of opinion. All I'm saying is people *did* vote BC Liberal. More voted BC Liberal than BC NDP for the last 5 elections in a row actually. You need to understand why that happened in order to change it for the next election. Clearly you're not interested in that though. Which is fair enough. Just remember next time you're upset about something the BC Liberals do that your lack of interest is part of why the BC Liberals get elected at all.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 3:23 PM I love your culture --or the lack of thereof! Guess what, stop thinking averybody is white and must follow your little rules. Namecalling? Sociopath? Whaaaat? And, what if you are? Still can't call you that? :) You fascist right-wingers are big on censorship! I just don't like you giving us lessons on how to get the NDP in. As stated, people are voting right of the NDP because it is a matter of demographics and a little ethnic vote buying on the side. The rest is mumbo jombo. Yes, of course, they will have to go on strike in the future and yes they will have to build a strike fund. The Liberals stole that from the BCTF too! And, you wonder why I don't have any respect for them? Yes, electoral reform is needed! We agree!Delete Reply JJ GeorgeSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:46 AM As a parent, I support the teachers and respect whether they choose to vote yes or no. However I noticed a discrepancy here from other information I've read regarding prep time for elementary teachers. Here it states minimal improvement to prep time - only 10 minutes per week being added. Elsewhere I read that it is 100 minutes per week for prep, increasing by an additional 10 minutes in the final year. That is a significant difference, and worth noting. Or have I completely misunderstood?ReplyDelete Replies Anne-MarieSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:59 AM Elementary teachers currently have 90 minutes of preparation time per week so an increase to 100 minutes per week is only gaining 10 minutes. In other provinces and some private schools they have as much as 45 minutes of prep time per day.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:56 PM Thank you for inquiring!Delete DW ZSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:57 PM You're right JJ George. There is a significant difference around the province regarding preparation times. In my district elementary teachers currently get 100 minutes of prep time. This new proposal is useless to me. I'll have to wait 6 years to gain an extra 10 minutes. Delete Reply UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:11 AM Almost nobody gets cost of living adjustments. Also inflation is NOT 2%. Do some research and look at the CPI for BC over the last 24 months. The average over the last 2 years is 0.7%, not 2%. The CPI changes every month so you cant just look at the highest month and declare that THE inflation rate. Check out the 12 month averages document for the actual numbers. http://www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/StatisticsBySubject/Economy/ConsumerPriceIndex.aspx All that being said I support the teachers. if you think this is a bad deal as a parent my dream would be for the teachers to vote no but continue bargaining because I do think the kids need to be in school and I do fear that the teachers will lose all support if the strike continues. All I ask as a parent is that you do your own research and try not to be swayed by all the opinions. ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:01 AM Inflation for August was 2.1% (http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/economy/cpi-report-expected-to-reveal-rise-in-canadas-core-inflation-rate/article20593943/). The CPI is a year-over-year calculation.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:43 AM Inflation should be looked at as a yearly average, not an individual month.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:34 PM The lawyers do not believe we have compromised our court deal. Our leadership would not have sold us out. We dodged a bullet. The Premier had something loaded even if we are not sure what it was. The idea that we could simply return to work is not guaranteed. I think a no vote could easily lead to the Liberals locking us out again because the Premier wants to crush us and she will use any excuse. She did not want to take the advice of her people and do this deal. I am certain a plan for drastic action (where we have to take the concessions they had planned) or worse - was in place. We can't guarantee the press will do any better job explaining the complexities should we say no. They rarely sided with us in markets outside of Vancouver where people are more political and they often misled or allowed others to mislead. They are not helping and would sensationalize. This would see dissolution of support very quickly - especially if we asked for wages. (Though admittedly it angers me that we can't ask for wages without being accused of being greedy when that is what most bargaining units do). But we have argued this is about kids and while this is not ideal - it is better to have teachers than not. The deal does suck in that it does not bring us to par - but this fight needs to be won with a strategy that is political and capacity will do that in another round. We have some support - but it is limited to the choir. We need to have the pews too. We need to build that capacity while working and continue to find allies because the fight is bigger than most people want to consider. This is about ideology and about privatization. Education always was political but never more so than now and we have to fight this party or the conservatives who would do the same or worse. No teacher who is responsible can ignore the politics any longer. That is simply the truth. If you work in the system you better get informed and you better be prepared to fight until retirement for the system. That said, I want to ask the same question others are asking: Why is this the job of 42,000 teachers and not the job of all citizens who want equality to fight for this right? It is time (while the conversation is still on-going and up to and including election night) for us to guide the public where we can but mainly play our part by not propping the system up. Make poverty known. Make noise about shortfalls, ask questions (in the media or in board offices ) about who is going to fix it instead of paying ourselves, volunteer some but wait for the pubic to step up so they see what schools lack. I hate the deal too. But I trust Vince Ready and Iker and I don't think we could have done better right now. I think we dodged a bullet because I have read everything this government has put out and followed the trail. They plan to privatize and they are just looking for the route. Voting YES for now does not mean we are giving up. It does not mean a win in the way we wanted but we have won a battle that will lead to us winning the war. If we don't rest up and stock up we might not get there.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:57 PM Well, if it is bigger than just this battle, then we will need ALL the unions to strike if they do indeed use drastic (draconian) measures. I say it is time for ALL of the unions to call a general strike. I guarantee that they will not like that one bit. What will they do then? Call the army? :) People in Europe, at the end of the 19th century stood up in mines. General strikes do occur in Europe and have. If you think you had it tough, think of them who stood tall for US in tougher times and conditions. Make sacrifices. Sell furniture. Tutor on the side. Ask for the BCTF money. Ask your banker to help. As friends and relatives. If we say NO, it won't last long. If they legislate us back, let's call a general province-wide strike of all unions. Delete Reply Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:47 AM Between CC's smug smile as she celebrates slaughtered teachers and Jim Iker's goofy grin - seemingly unaware that he has been a willing puppet, I am thoroughly disgusted. Over the next 5 years, teachers will be in an increasingly bad situation financially, classrooms will continue to be too large and complex with increasing medical, social and environmental issues impacting academic delivery. It could not be less obvious that things will continue to worsen. The Liberals have ensured that BC is rapidly becoming the Canadian Monaco for rich off shore interests and wealthy corporations. Soon the underpaid "workers" will have to be bussed in daily to Vancouver - Asian style. The only recourse is to move to just about any other province and bring in up to $100,000 more over the six years with much less cost of living. So we are bailing, encouraged by friends who have gotten positions in Manitoba and Alberta. My colleagues and I discovered through contacting several school boards across Canada that specialist (special needs and behavioural) and secondary science teachers are in particular demand. I want to work in a professional, respectful environment where the needs of all children are considered a priority and where I feel inspired to do my best. However, I want my vote to reflect the wishes of teachers who will be here over the next 6 (5) years, so very much appreciate your blog and opportunity to read the comments.ReplyDelete Bert SlaterSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:11 AM To vote YES will throw away 12 years of effort, and 2 victories in BC Supreme Court. To vote YES will be to snatch defeat from the jaws of victory. If you vote YES what bargaining power do you think you will have - the government will do nothing, and then what do you think you will do - take job action? PLEASE VOTE NO.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:59 PM Time to show you have a spine!Delete Reply RodSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:06 AM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Cool HandSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 AM Wouldn't a 'No' vote be a vote of no confidence in the BCTF itself?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:02 AM Not at all. It is just a message to the leadership we need to do better. The strength of the union is the members, and we support the leadership by giving them direction through democratic means.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:40 PM I disagree. How else can a recommendation by the EC to vote yes be interpreted? Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:00 PM I am sure people will interpret this both ways, but it is a vote. If it is supposed to be a "Yes", because it might be interpreted one way, then why bother having a vote?Delete Kate TSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:07 AM Yes , it would be. I don't think we could come out much better than this with this government. How will a No obtain that? Christy will be happy, she can declare the BCTF gone and roll out her plan to privatize. Delete Reply David DeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:06 AM A no vote would be a rejection of a the court victories defied by the government and an inadequate deal containing some vague promises that won't meet the needs of teachers or students on class size and other important issues.In Ontario elementary teachers get 200 minutes of prep time per 5 day cycle. I know there is financial hardship, but the union has received close to $2 million in donations from other unions; is there no way of accessing hardship funds? At minimum, vote no and return to work on work to rule with various strike options.ReplyDelete Erica JonesSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:25 AM This article actually makes me so mad. It is NOT better for the kids that they have missed almost all of june and all of september. This is what you signed up for in BC as a teacher. Get on board or GET OUT.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:20 PM Is this really what teachers signed up for? At my high school, each class has about 30 kids, with an average of 17 kids per classroom with an identified learning disability. Our district says that there should be no more than 4 kids per classroom.. How do you expect non-specialist teachers to help each student when over half of them require more resources because of a learning disability? Furthermore, are you generalizing the "better-ness" to all the kids in BC? Because I don't think that it would be better if kids went back considering the learning environment isn't up to par. There are barely any Education Assistants, and support teachers for the multitude of children who need them. While I recognize and appreciate your enthusiasm for education, please realize that the public school system isn't a daycare. Also, please think about your words and the learning environment prior to speaking out. By the way, we're not an autocracy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:08 PM I can understand your frustration! Understand mine! I almost died at 7:30 pm one night returning from teaching a FI split class with several students who did not get enough support or no support at all. The principal expressed to me that he expected me to teach 2 different social studies programs and 2 different science programs. ANYONE I talked to knows that this is impossible to do, especially in French Immersion when kids get no support at home and books are often too hard for students to read. I had to quit my job. I did it for me and did it for the kids. I was like a surgeon who is asked to operate on 5 patients with an old scalpel with 2 inexperienced nurses. Predictably, 4 patients would die and I would be reprimanded! Teachers are put in terrible conditions and kids too. I hope you have the openmind to consider the reality of this honest personal anecdote. I also wish you to understand that this is likely not an isolated incident. What will it take? A kid to commit suicide because he or she is not getitng enough support?Delete Reply hilarySeptember 17, 2014 at 10:29 AM It is incorrect to equate lost funding with what the teachers would have received in grievances. The two are not equivalent. The starting position of the BCTF was $225M, so they never expected $3B to resolve grievances. I'm also interested to know where you get your figures on overcrowded classrooms. A recent Globe and Mail article says that classrooms are, on average, smaller than the caps set in 2002.ReplyDelete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:36 AM The signing bonus should be roughly $2500 each: 105 million divided by 41 thousand.ReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:53 AM It is not that simple. The $105 million is to be allocated by the union. The term "signing bonus" has been crossed off on the signed document. Some of that money may be used to pay union debts. Don't know this but clarification would be useful.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:16 PM Just quoting from the CBC news website, "And finally there are details of $105-million fund to settle grievances stemming from the ongoing court case. The BCTF says that money will be given out as a signing bonus, with specific amount yet to be determined."Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:34 AM I think it would be smart to put at least part of it into your strike fund.Delete Reply WheelsSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:55 AM If the money is used as a signing bonus, it should be based on FTEReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:12 PM Yes I am sure it will be based on FTE. The question is how much of the $105 Million is actually distributed. This is up to the union, and I am told that it is yet to be decided.Delete GuruSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:44 PM And don't forget all the retired teachers who are entitled to a share of it.Delete Reply Geoff OrmeSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:18 PM In another discussion of this someone suggested that under BC Labour Law a no vote means rejection of the proposed deal, and that means the strike continues until either: - the union in question elects to stand down - another tentative deal is presented or - the government imposes a legislated contract. I think the last of these is the most likely, and I believe the legislated contract would be draconian and brutal. What do you think, Tara? Also, I would appreciate your thoughts on Sandy Garossino's comments at https://storify.com/Garossino/should-teachers-accept-the-contractReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:14 PM If this is so, in a few month (likely a couple of years), teachers will win so much more with a Supreme Court judgment! It is possible that the Liberals know that the higher courts are stacked by Liberal judges (that is what happen when judges are chosen, not elected). In any case, a negative settlement (or not a great judgment) will galvinize the public to reform the way the Supreme court judges are being chosen. I doubt that any govn't will want that to happen. A legislated contract will make the LIbs look like sociopaths and dictators.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:47 PM Peter I think you are expecting far too much from the public, many of whom are only paying attention to this matter due to kids being home from school. The public are not remotely this savvy on the political process.Delete Reply IslanderSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:09 PM I am a continuing education teacher. We have it even worse and we are not listened to enough about our poor conditions. Those include no prep time (and we do have to mark and do report cards many times a year sometimes and commonly for 30 students in a class), travelling to different schools with no compensation, and having next to no breaks in between 3 hour classes. I worked for two years with no lunch break and taught 6 hours straight (just 15 min. breaks) to be told, "don't complain since there are others who will do it". We then got 15 min. breaks in between classes. Most of our students are wealthy immigrants, many who try to stay in classes as long as possible since the classes are free. After spending a year in Germany, I realize how better organized it is where the immigrants pay to learn the language on a sliding scale, and have to pay for a student book as well for each class. We do not even have text books, but photocopy so much at tax payers' expense. This is not right. I then teach summer school since we were not on a 12 month continual salary and most of those students are also immigrants (at least 75%). This is also free and it is becoming so common and the new immigrants know this is free babysitting and tutoring. I think one main problem is that we have so many new immigrants in our classes who need ESL like this article states about our inclusion style of education nowadays: http://www.vancouversun.com/life/Shelley+Fralic+trouble+with+schools/10203596/story.html I am honored to be teaching and like my job, but it does get exhausting especially since I need two or three jobs to pay the mortgage that I now no longer have.. back to renting since it all I can afford in this city that has become so expensive. And many don't realize that it is very very difficult to get to full time work as a teacher here. There was a formula that made it take about 10 years to get to f/t (now finally changed). I have been without pay for 3 months, and now had to finally rent a place in anticipation of returning to work, so I have to vote "yes", but please keep the comments coming for what alternatives we have. Maybe we have to just educate the public in a better way than picketing; maybe get out and walk around malls and talk to people and hand out pamphlets on how this liberal government is hurting this. Most Asians (probably just the new who are from such a different system) are already against the teachers since they do not seem to understand what is going on. http://www.vancouversun.com/Business/asia-pacific/Chuck+Chiang+Many+Asian+families+place+blame/10202757/story.htmlReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:17 PM First of all, myn thoughts are with you! I think your ideas about using different strategies is smart. Picketing is not a very good strategy to let people know about things. I think using the membership to flood media comment sections would be more effective. Going to talk to the public might be a good idea along with this, I think. Phone the BCTF and ask for support.Delete Reply Marsha HolleySeptember 17, 2014 at 1:36 PM A teachers wife Vote no you have come to far to back down. It is a -----Y DEAL. ReplyDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:45 PM Ask yourself WHY teachers cannot get 1/2 of the average increase in salary of the private sector? (The Libs will tell you because there are sooooooo many teachers, but I also hear that there are provinces where there is a need for teachers!) TORONTO - A new study says that Canadians, on average, can expect about the same size salary increase next year as in 2014. Human resources consultants Pal Benefits says a survey of 401 organizations, mainly in Ontario, Alberta and British Columbia, projected salary increase for 2015 at an average of 2.79 per cent. That was almost unchanged from the 2.74 per cent average increase projected in last year's survey. Meanwhile, in addition to the average salary increase remaining relatively steady year over year, the survey found that the percentage of employers who plan to freeze salaries appears to have stabilized at eight per cent —in the same percentages as was projected in 2014. Breaking down the numbers further, the survey found the average salary increase anticipated in the engineering, financial services and high technology sectors was three per cent. That compared with an average of 2.5 per cent on the low end for organizations in durable manufacturing. https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.htmlReplyDelete "Mama Rose"September 17, 2014 at 9:12 PM I used to agree with you, Tara, and appreciate you bringing these items to your blog to get us all thinking. But after a very long night and day of research and discussion, I realize I will be voting yes tomorrow. Here is why: I don't care about salary or benefit increases. That is not why I went on strike. I don't care if this tentative deal is not good for teachers. That's not why I went on strike either. For me, the single most important issue is class size and composition. I want to work in a classroom where I have enough time and resources available to me to adequately help all the students I teach. And while it is true that this tentative deal will not change anything in the classrooms right now (or at least most of our classrooms), I realized that we couldn't actually make changes in that area because the issues of cs and c is before the courts. When I made that connection and realized that this round of bargaining was really about a "good enough" agreement regarding wages, then the deal seems, well... good enough. BUT, the best part, is the language the BCTF legal team made around the furture court decision (the re-opener). They have it in writing that if we win the court case (which is likely) and when we have to start bargaining class size and comp again (that is exactly what Justice Susan Griffin said we would have to do) we will be STARTING from the 2002 levels. To make this simple to understand, I explained it to my friends using a number line. With this new language, the BCTF starts the next round of bargaining at say a 50. The government will want us to go to 10 or 15, and we'll compromise and end up maybe 25. But WITHOUT that language, we would have started bargaining at a 10 and only gone down from there. So I do believe it is the best deal possible, it still factors in the biggest issue (from my perspective), we do not lose the important gains of the past, and most importantly, everyone gets to go back to school.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 PM Mam Rose, I appreciate your point of view and your courage. However, let me point out to you and the readers that a decision at the BC supreme court might not turn out the way teachers anticipate. We all know that judges are appointed and who does the appointing? "All justices of the BCSC (including the position of Chief Justice and Associate Chief Justice) are appointed by the federal cabinet, on recommendation of the Minister of Justice. Masters are appointed by the provincial cabinet, on recommendation of the Attorney General in consultation with the Chief Justice." (Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Supreme_Court_of_British_Columbia) Now, I would like to think that all of those people are objective, but they are appointed and we know that there are political appointments. They have a lot of discretion over the laws and judgments. I am willing to bet that the BC Liberals do know this and are betitng the farm (or do they know something we don't know) that the Supreme Courts are stacked against teachers? So, I am not sure if we can count on a WIN if we proceed with the court ruling. I think we would be better to negotiate and negotiate a better deal.Delete Reply retaSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:57 AM Yes...no...yes...no...The last two days have been this. I’ve read so many articles and comments over the past few months and, I can say, I have learned a lot. I know this is not a great deal for teachers right now. I will be voting yes. This is why… 1. The children. Without going into the multiple issues (e.g., grad, post secondary, trades, sports, global education/trips, planned activities, those with varying degrees of special needs, those that need a soft place to land, etc., etc.) the children need to get on with their education. 2. The parents. For many parents, this strike is a financial burden. We do not like to be called baby sitters, but for many living below the poverty line, school is a financial relief. Winter is coming; gas bills will be expensive. 3. Poverty. Remember, BC has the highest child poverty rate in Canada. Schools feed and clothe numerous children. 4. The other systems educators work collaboratively with. MFCD, CYMH, foster parents, group homes, and the multitude of non-profit agencies that support vulnerable children and families are bursting at the seams. We are a part of that team. 5. CUPE. While some have been paid during this strike, that money is coming from districts. It was not provided by the government. And, CUPE is a partner in education - from the bus drivers to the tech dept to custodians to secretaries to EAs and so on. 6. Small Businesses. In our little towns, the school district is the number one employer. There is a direct cause-effect relationship between loss of wage and loss of business. 7. Money. The amount of money that is needed to reverse the erosion of the public education system over numerous years cannot be recouped in one sitting. This agreement is a start. It’s not much but the stage has been set. 8. THE COURT CASE. That is why we were on strike. All the other stuff could have been resolved months ago, but our government was working hard to make the court case go away. Well, it still exists. I consider that the victory. We live to fight another day (as rhetorical as that sounds) AND I hope people actually read the ruling and think critically about how a loss could impact the future of the Charter of Rights, and the power of government to contravene those rights. I am guessing we will vote to ratify as so many fear “what’s next?” from this government. It’s nasty business, and I think legislation would be next. VALUING PUBLIC EDUCATION needs to come from a STRONG, CONSISTENT public voice. If we do ratify the agreement, and those in the profession and public think we've given up, we have not. We’ve been fighting for years. We just haven’t been heard… until now. ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:21 AM I understand your point of view, but sometimes you have to fight to get what you want. This is a VERY bad deal, considering: Other people get on average 2.5% salary increases last year and this year and the next and the rest of us get 1% and must feel happy if we do.? (https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html) THIS DEAL is a horrendously BAD deal for kids/parents as well, of course. We are going to continue to be humiliated and be the laughing stock of many people of this province. After a decade of paycuts, WOW, this is what they are willing to offer! WOW! WOW! WOW!Delete Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:30 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Reply Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:37 PM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:08 PM Let's cross our fingers! I think we need a general strike by all unions if CC legislates teachers back. It is time to put the foot down and tell her and the Liberals that, as in the movie Network,"I am mad as hell and I won't take it anymore!"Delete Reply Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 8:26 PM Needs help on some stats for an online debate Looking for the last 10 or 15 years of contractual salary increases in %. So, 1% for 2001, 0% for 2002,...ReplyDelete Children FirstSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:00 PM Well it's all done now. Really hope the teacher's can find another angle to deal with class size and composition as well as student funding. The government will make sure the coming court case never swings your way no matter what. 2nd most expensive place to live in the the world!!! Wonder why and where the money goes??? ReplyDelete AnonSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 PM I'm an outsider, but have followed closely this whole fiasco and this is a RAW deal. Your union hung you out to dry on this one - taking a really bad deal (clearly no one from the BCTF had rudimentary math skills in their toolbox) and then publicly encouraging to the media that teachers accept the deal....what choice did you have - a no vote would have outraged the public. I could go on and on, but the bottom line, in my opinion, is that your union better get some stronger leaders who are PR and technology savvy. Out with Iker and the rest of those who bargained on your behalf - they just got ......well , we know that happened. Whew, can't even believe how screwed you got, absolutely amazing - nothing meaningful gained in the big picture and only very minor gains for a small group of people, bigger losses for the majority.. Wow - I better stop now. Best of luck. Thanks for all you do for our children. ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ▼  September (9) Reflections on the BC Teacher Strike BC Teacher strike - Lessons learned Response to Sandy Garossino Will the Education Fund improve classroom conditio... Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Class composition: a human rights perspective Class size and composition - a short visual histor... Guest post - I WILL HOLD THE LINE Teachers - let your leadership know it is time to ... ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11912,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2000 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 13, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 2000 Top 10 BCTF lesson aids 1. Hebden: Chemistry 12, A Workbook for Students. Dr. Jim Hebden 345 p. ©1997. This workbook is a revised and expanded version of the “small schools Chemistry Project,” and specifically rewritten for the 1996 Chemistry 12 B.C. curriculum. Some features of this cartoon-illustrated book: covers every topic in Chemistry 12; provides a complete set of students’ notes, with clear concise explanations; contains a large number of relevant exercises, specifically designed to develop student understanding at every step in the development of a theory or procedure; includes questions which are typical of every type of question found in Ministry exams; includes a wide range of problem difficulties, from easy to “scholarship” level; answers to all questions are included; contains numerous fully worked examples; includes explanatory diagrams; and includes a glossary of important terms. Grade 12. LA 4022—$27 2.  Daily Math Practice, Grade 1. Produced by Evan-Moor Educational Publishers, California, 112 p. 1999. This book is based on current mathematics standards. The book is divided into a 36-week progressive program. Five minutes a day is required to practice four or five math essentials. Scope and sequence charts and answer keys are included. Worksheets are reproducible. The format is also appropriate for remedial, adult literacy, and ESL use. Grade 1. LA 8452—$19.96 3.  Daily Math Practice, Grade 2. Produced by Evan-Moor Educational Publishers, California, 112 p. 1999. This book is based on current mathematics standards. The book is divided into a 36-week progressive program. Five minutes a day is required to practice four or five math essentials. Scope and sequence charts and answer keys are included. Worksheets are reproducible. The format is also appropriate for remedial, adult literacy, and ESL use. Grade 2. LA 8453—$19.95 4.  Daily Math Practice, Grade 3. Produced by Evan-Moor Educational Publishers, California, 112 p. 1999. This book is based on current mathematics standards. The book is divided into a 36-week progressive program. Five minutes a day is required to practice four or five math essentials. Scope and sequence charts and answer keys are included. Worksheets are reproducible. The format is also appropriate for remedial, adult literacy, and ESL use. Grade 3. LA 8454—$19.95 5.  Daily Math Practice, Grade 5. Produced by Evan-Moor Educational Publishers, California, 112 p. 1999. This book is based on current mathematics standards and is designed to support. The book is divided into a 36-week progressive program. Five minutes a day is required to practice four or five math essentials. Scope and sequence charts and answer keys are included. Worksheets are reproducible. The format is also appropriate for remedial, adult literacy, and ESL use. Grade 5. LA 9426—$19.95 6.  Weather Theme Unit. Darlene B. Davis 128 p. ©1996. This unit is designed to study weather and the role weather plays in our daily life. It is a hands-on approach encouraging children to explore and ask “why.” The teacher is a guide. The theme is connected to the curriculum with activities to encompass all areas. Thetheme is developed to be presented over a four- to five-week period, which can be easily revised to suit the goals and interests of any class. The unit includes 37 lessons and hands-on activities including literature selections, poetry, vocabulary development, math suggestions, art, music, social studies, life skills, planning guides, writing ideas, parent involvement ideas, a glossary, bibliography, and student evaluation and record keeping suggestions. Grades 2–3. LA 8564—$9.50  7.  Cards Eh! Developed by JK Productions, Richmond, BC ©1998. Cards Eh! is a unique deck of high quality playing cards that colourfully celebrate and teach Canadian geography and heritage. In Cards Eh! the 10 provinces, two territories, and country as a whole are each associated with one of the 13 traditional Ace to King denominations while the four traditional suits are associated with coats-of-arms, flags, major cities, and major rivers and lakes. The two wild cards in the deck are used to explain and depict the new organization of the Northwest Territories. The game can be played in many different ways by individual students, small groups, or the whole class. Suitable for use with ESL. Grade 1–12 and adult. LA 9224—$8.95 8.  Gandhi: The Truth Can Fight. Ann Lee Finkel 96 p. ©1997. This short biography, written for young readers aged 12–15, emphasizes how Gandhi’s early struggles with himself and his environment strongly influenced his character. The book introduces Mohandas Gandhi, the first person to demonstrate that fundamental change could be brought about through nonviolent action on a large scale. His leadership helped bring independence to India in 1947. The book gives young people a perspective on the culture and customs of India. The style is simple and straightforward. The book can be read as a biography or in connection with the study of India. It could also be used in a counselling or religious-group setting, as a starting point to a discussion of conflict resolution or non-violence. Grades 7–10. LA 9290A—$9.95  9.  Gandhi: The Truth Can Fight–Study Guide. Ann Lee Finkel 19 p. ©1997. This study guide includes a set of chapter-related questions for discussion or written work, suggestions for activities, recipes, and a map. Grades 7–10. LA 9290B—$4 10.  Salmonids in the Classroom—Life Cycle Puppets. Produced by the Department of Fisheries and Oceans Canada. Five hand-sewn sock puppets with detailed body markings of sturdy felt. Suitable for hands-on use with students. Depicts life stages of salmon: egg, alevin, fry, adult, and spawner. Recommended by the B.C. Ministry of Education. K–7. LA S55—$45 For a complete listing of over 900 BCTF Lesson Aids, consult the catalogue in your school library or the Lesson Aids online catalogue, www.bctf.ca/LessonAids. To order any of the above lesson aids, enclose a cheque payable to the BCTF or authorized purchase order to BCTF Lesson Aids Service, 100-550 West 6th Avenue, Vancouver, BC V5Z 4P2. GST and postage/handling are included in the prices. Orders are sent by return mail. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11404&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2001 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 14, Number 1, September 2001 Technology and language learning: Moving toward integration by Wendy Carr Does technology help students learn a second language? Can it enhance our efforts as teachers to create authentic experiences in the target language? We already provide opportunities for students to learn about and practise the language, read texts, watch videos, role-play conversations and work on projects. We add experiences such as field trips, guest speakers, and interactions with buddy classes to give meaningful practice. There is, however, an online world where languages other than English are used every day to communicate and get things done. No text yet published competes with the immediacy of an online newscast or the currency of regularly updated Web sites. In a province where the majority of language teachers are generalists, online resources of text, sound, and visuals are particularly effective in providing a wide variety of real-world information. Integrating technology may involve some risktaking on our part as students boldly go where we may not yet have gone ourselves, and there are certainly issues that sometimes block our attempts; however, the benefits to teaching and learning merit the effort. Teachers integrate technology Teachers can access online resources from home, the library, or school to print out lessons, unit plans, student activity pages, quizzes, song lyrics, news articles, etc., for use in class. Some rich sites include quizzweb.net, quia.com, portail.lettres.net, and many others. If access to the school’s lab is possible, other sites provide a wealth of online activity for students in the form of WebQuests, interactive grammar sites, and online communication/collaboration, e.g., adomonde.qc.ca, lescale. net, kidlink.org and others. These teacher-approved sites may be shared with students in a lab setting or explored off-site. Have students visit a site, participate in an online activity and either e-mail the results to you or keep track of the experience on paper, e.g., a journal with a record of sites and tasks. Many of these sites show correlations to learning outcomes and provide useful evaluation rubrics. Specific examples are detailed below. Students integrate technology Students conduct online research at home, the library or the lab to support the units/ themes covered in class. This research can be as simple as finding information in the target language, e.g., using altavista. com and its multilingual search options, or involve communicating with native speakers via a key pal site such as momes.net or e-pals.com (These contacts are made via teacher-to-teacher communication before students are paired.) In terms of addressing the prescribed learning outcomes around culture, technological links provide a most effective tool: contact with native speakers has always been difficult to achieve in classrooms and yet there is a world of people communicating online in many languages 24 hours a day. Technology is an option in projects and assignments Students are given a technology option in how they present their learning. If a written page or report is expected, allow students the chance to present the same content via a non-paper format. If an oral report is assigned, allow students the option of incorporating their own speech into a computerized presentation, e.g., Power Point or KidPix slideshow. Encourage online research and/or communication to add content to a final product. You may wish to add bonus marks as an incentive, taking care that these are not excessive, e.g., an additional 5%, and that students who choose not to consult Examples of tasks or projects Activities for individuals or whole class Example sites/software electronic greetings invite students to send you or each other electronic greetings in the target language bluemountain.com (Click on French, Spanish, Mandarin, Japanese, German) e-mail accounts for sending messages & assignments establish a web-based e-mail account in the target language hotmail.com mail.yahoo.com (Click on French, Spanish, Mandarin, Japanese, German) audio/video clips have students view or listen to a clip rather than read text for meaning radio-canada.ca latinosonline.com keypal connections start as an independent option, e.g., as extra challenge for one or several students (students provide journal or printout of online interaction) momes.net, epals.com rescol.ca (teacher-directed connections) internet research on a topic give bonus points for integrating technology into a project altavista.com (multilingual search options) multimedia or slideshow presentations allow for different modes of presentation (students may e-mail their projects to teachers at school or at home) Kid Pix, Power Point HyperStudio (available Mac/Windows) participate in a WebQuest or online project students follow online instructions and links to solve a quest for information edweb.sdsu.edu/webquest sd68.bc.ca/webquests create a webpage or WebQuest students develop their own page/Quest Netscape Composer (download netscape.com) Wendy Carr teaches Core French and Technology in Coquitlam and second language methodology at UBC and SFU. Part 2, "Integrated Projects for Second Language Learners, Grades 5 to 12," in the next issue.)
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(20141007,www.huffingtonpost.ca,http://www.huffingtonpost.ca/natasha-koifman/career-paths_b_5940374.html?utm_hp_ref=canada-british-columbia&ir=Canada+British+Columbia,Can You Be An Introvert With the Career of an Extrovert? | Natasha Koifman View mobile site October 7, 2014 Huffpost Canada British Columbia ca Edition: ca Show/Hide Brasil BR Canada CA Deutschland DE España ES France FR Italia IT 日本 (Japan) JP 한국 (Korea) KR Maghreb MG United Kingdom UK United States US Region: BC Show/Hide All Canada Alberta British Columbia Québec (en français) Follow Newsletters Get Canada British ColumbiaNewsletters Email address Enter Email Address Huffington Post Search Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search iOS app Android app More Log in Create Account Notifications 0 $USERNAME Profile Settings Logout FRONT PAGE Politics Ford Still Doesn't Understand Racism 51 Unvetted Judge Joins Supreme Court 43 Kenney Posts Photos Of Iraqi Children To Make Case For ISIL Airstrikes 91 Clinton: Canadian Help In ISIL Fight 'Indispensable' 44 Canadians Left In A Fog Of War 42 Go to Politics More in Politics The Pulse Stephen Harper You Might Also Like US Politics UK Politics Business Porn Company Has A Raunchy Deal For Air Canada Pilots 3 Sun News Just Lost Its Main Source Of Content; What Now? 49 Canadian Cities Surprisingly Unpopular Destinations For Workers 0 This Is How You Rack Up U.S. Roaming Charges While In Canada 14 Look What China Might Actually Build 47 Go to Business More in Business Small Business Money You Might Also Like Tech TechCrunch Autoblog WorldPost Spanish Nurse First To Contract Ebola Outside West Africa 518 It's Been 3 Weeks Since Anyone's Seen Kim And Rumors Are Swirling 97 3 New Findings On ISIS Weapons That You Should Know About 39 WHO: More Cases Of Ebola In Europe Unavoidable 154 Turkish President Says Syrian Town Under Islamic State Siege Is About To Fall 213 Go to WorldPost More in WorldPost Foreign Affairs World Elections Arab Uprising Afghanistan War Syria Crisis You Might Also Like Travel Impact Living 100 Pumpkin Carvings That Will Inspire You 0 Fried Maple Leaves Are A Delicacy In Japan, And We're Jealous 6 WATCH: HuffPost Readers School Us On Toronto's Real Must-Eats 2 Toronto Dubbed Fourth Most Livable City In The World 0 33 Signs You Live In Liberty Village 1 Go to Living You Might Also Like Healthy Living Food Recipes Divorce Women Parentdish Green Post50 Weddings Style Best Halloween Costumes For Men And Women 0 Most Offensive Products In Retail 3 JLaw Goes Topless For Vanity Fair 0 Bridesmaid Dresses You'll Wear Again 0 Canadian Model Coco Rocha Is Pregnant! 4 Go to Style More in Style Beauty Fashion Celeb Style Entertaining and Etiquette Stylelist Canada Wedding Style Home Style You Might Also Like Style (U.S.) Weddings Stylelist Canada Entertainment Kris Jenner Opens Up About The Late Robert Kardashian 6 Blake Lively Is Pregnant! 30 Mariah Carey Proves She's Not Lip-Synching 42 Is This Where George Clooney And Amal Alamuddin Honeymooned? 7 Pregnant Kelly Rowland Poses Topless In Black And White Photo Shoot 2 Go to Entertainment You Might Also Like Music Celebrity TV Moviefone Arts The Glamorous History Of Pin-Up Like You've Never Seen It Before 3 1 Here Are A Bunch Of F*cking Delightful Artsy Cat Photos. You're Welcome. 3 This Is What It Really Looks Like To Be A Modern Day Nun 8 New Animation-Inspired Art Show Will Make You Yearn For Saturday Morning Cartoons 0 Go to Arts You Might Also Like Books Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Religion Alberta 20 Puppies Found Abandoned In Field 6 Anti-Abortion Postcard Targets Tory MP.. Again 26 Mystery 'GPO Girl' Turns Up In Calgary 3 Major Saskatchewan Train Derailment 2 Dozens Of Dead Cats Found, Another 62 Euthanized 0 Go to Alberta More in Alberta Alberta Politics Alberta Business Alison Redford Calgary Edmonton British Columbia B.C. Teen Killed By Train Was Wearing Headphones, Texting: RCMP 13 Anthem Singer's Fall Is Lesson In Showmanship 3 Pastafarian Loses B.C. Driver's Licence Over Holy Colander 0 Elderly Asian Women Attacked In Vancouver 0 Lawyers Of Convicted Surrey Six Gangsters Want Mistrial 3 Go to British Columbia More in British Columbia B.C. Politics B.C. Business Christy Clark Vancouver All Sections News Canada Politics Canada Business US Politics US Business World Media Sports Education Crime Weird News Good News Daily Finance Entertainment Entertainment Music TV Celebrity Comedy Arts Books Moviefone Life & Style Living Style Home Healthy Living Taste Weddings Travel Parents Divorce HuffPost 50 Marlo Thomas OWN Tech & Science Tech Science Green Techcrunch Engadget TUAW Joystiq Voices Impact Women Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Religion College Teen Local Quebec (French) Calgary Montreal Ottawa Toronto Vancouver Winnipeg Mapquest Patch.com Our Mobile Apps: iPhone iPad HuffPost Live iPad Android Phone Android Tablet British Columbia B.C. Politics B.C. Business Christy Clark Vancouver Anthem Singer's Fall Is Lesson In Showmanship 2014-10-05 23:32:54 Pastafarian Loses B.C. Driver's Licence Over Holy Colander 2014-10-06 20:10:58 B.C. Teen Killed By Train Was Wearing Headphones, Texting: RCMP 2014-10-07 02:49:46 45 Signs You're A Vancouver Canucks Fan 2014-10-04 00:27:49 Elderly Asian Women Attacked In Vancouver 2014-10-06 17:25:49 When It Comes to Jumbo Glacier Resort, All Questions Lead Back To Powerful Minister 2014-10-06 15:46:02 Aldergrove School Playground Condemned 2014-10-06 17:50:31 Vancouver Mom Who Killed Her 2 Babies Sentenced 2014-10-07 13:46:41 LOOK: Stunning Scenes By B.C.'s October Photographer 2014-10-03 14:22:55 This Derelict Van 'Home' Costs $550/Month To Rent In B.C. 2014-10-03 16:05:46 Officer Admits Abusing Authority While Shoving Woman 2014-10-06 18:41:58 Recognize This Photo? Here's The Story Behind It 2014-10-03 16:58:41 Premier Denies Downplaying B.C. LNG Expectations 2014-10-06 20:57:52 Lawyers Of Convicted Surrey Six Gangsters Want Mistrial 2014-10-06 18:59:52 LOOK: Old Vancouver Bank's New Life 2014-10-03 17:52:32 Previous Story Next Story The Blog Featuring fresh takes and real-time analysis from HuffPost's signature lineup of contributors Natasha Koifman Become a fan President, NKPR Email Can You Be An Introvert With the Career of an Extrovert? Posted: 10/06/2014 5:27 pm EDT Updated: 10/06/2014 5:59 pm EDT Share Tweet Email Comment tumblr reddit The Greek philosopher Plato determined everyone in the world had one of four personality types: Choleric, Phlegmatic, Sanguine or Melancholy. He called them "humours" but nowadays experts take it further, studying personality in more in-depth ways, like with the famous Myers-Briggs test (which is also based on the work of psychoanalyst Carl Jung). They say you can do better in the world if you know your personality type, and once you know it, you can easily find the right job for you. It can be hard to figure out who you truly are and what you want to do for a living. You look around at social media and it seems like everyone else has got their stuff together, all figured out, with beautifully curated photos (like one of my favourites, Lucky editor Eva Chen) to match. How did they know what they wanted to do? Did they always know? Did they pick a job that perfectly suited their personality type? I believe we shouldn't limit ourselves by choosing a career that's exactly like our personalities, and instead focus on what we're passionate about. Just like in love, sometimes our perfect match is actually our opposite! I believe finding the right fit is about more than just personality. How many times do you hear about celebrities who have a fear of public speaking? It seems ironic but even Warren Buffet admits he had to overcome this side of his personality in order to succeed. To me, this just goes to show the power of your true calling. A couple years ago, I wrote a blog about succeeding as an introvert in an extrovert's world, and it remains one of the things people ask me about most. As an introvert, I've had to overcome certain personality traits in order to let other ones shine, and when I recognized this about myself, I was better equipped to realize my full potential. I may not seek to dazzle an entire room, rather hone in on those people with whom I have an authentic connection, and focus on cultivating deep one-on-one relationships. With this self-awareness comes self-care and self-acceptance. I make time for myself to recharge after being in the extrovert world I work in. One of my favourite things to do is simply to sit on a park bench and have a think; I have a favourite bench in New York and I love going there from time to time. If you're also an introvert trying to find your way in an extrovert's world, or just at a point in your life where you want to feel in sync between your career and personality, here are some things to consider: Your authentic voice might be louder than your personality Just like Warren Buffet had to overcome his fear of public speaking in order to become one of the most successful businessmen in America, we can all work with our limitations and not be held back by them. You need to figure out what your true voice is as early in your career as you can. It will evolve as you grow but if you recognize your authentic voice, you'll have a better chance of listening to it...and being able to overcome challenges that might have silenced it. Always go back to your core values. The easiest way to stick to your authentic path is to constantly compare your actions with your core values. If you know what truly motivates you, then you can use that as a gauge for making decisions about your career. For me, it was to make my son proud and to give back to the world in a meaningful way. I ALWAYS returned to that as I was building my career, and I still do today. Be brave. I have this tattooed on my wrist because it means so much to me! As an introvert, I love one-on-one relationships and find crowds more challenging; people often find my stay at events short, but I try and make my time meaningful. Whenever I'm in a situation that I feel hesitant about, I use the exciting energy of extroverts as a way to step out of my introvert "comfort zone." Trust your gut. It never lets you down. No matter if it's about falling in love or finding your dream job, your gut reaction is likely the best indicator of whether you're on the right path. Don't compare your journey to someone else's. Social media is taking over our lives. We are so aware of what other people are up to...and it can seem like we're missing out. The only cure for #FOMO is to look within; ask yourself what makes you unique, what your core values are, what strengths and weaknesses you have, and what you honestly want out of life. Not everyone's career and personality match will be obvious; it might take some digging to figure out. Ask yourself what works for you...do you want to be "in the know" and on centre stage, or do you prefer to "take it slow" and work back stage? Some people are happier in the spotlight. That doesn't mean everyone else is missing out. Our personalities are complex things; no quiz or test can tell us everything about ourselves. It's about getting to know yourself through experience, learning and time. Knowing your personality type can help you better understand how to develop your personal brand, but don't let it limit you. Just like how I am an introvert with the career of an extrovert, I followed my gut and discovered this incredible career that I love. Sometimes, if you are brave enough to step out of your boundaries just a little bit, you might find your dream job in a place you never expected. ALSO ON HUFFPOST: Close  10 Places Perfect For Introverts of   If there’s anywhere an introvert is going to feel at ease, it is Finland. You don’t have to agonize about making small talk in this Nordic country. Finns appreciate silence, thoughtfulness, nature and are respectful of personal space. So no need to feel judged when wandering thoughtfully around the beautiful capital of Helsinki or dining alone. And you cannot leave without letting loose in a steamy sauna where Finns head to relax and reflect in silence. For introverts in search of an adrenaline fix (and yes, they can enjoy one too), New Zealand is famous for its adventure and nature tourism with its dazzling and diverse landscape. It is also a popular destination for solo or small-group travel, so grab your closest friend(s) for a wild rafting ride, skiing, bungee jumping or zorbing. However, if you find yourself in need of some quality alone time, ditch your pals for the company of a camera and head to Kaikoura for whale watching, swimming with dolphins, kayaking along the peninsula, seabird spotting or a long nature walk. “Wonderful, wonderful Copenhagen” is a safe and gorgeous spot for independent travel. It’s also known for being one of the most bike-friendly countries in the world. Take a ride to the old port, Nyhavn, to see the colourful old houses, laze by the canal and listen to jazz or sit in a café with a good book. To escape the busy crowds, find a patch of green in one of Copenhagen’s many gardens, such as King's Garden or the Botanical Garden. Costa Rica is an introvert’s dream. It’s safe, ranked number one when it comes to the population’s "satisfaction with life" and has a wealth of national parks for introverts who come to life when surrounded by nature. Roll around on one of Costa Rica’s many beaches or practice yoga. Alternatively, hike through the rainforest or kayak along the quiet mangrove forests of Damas Island’s estuaries. Bhutan’s a country sure to pique the interest of the curious introvert and awaken their spirits. If an escape from technology and noisy city streets is what you seek -- Bhutan is the place. The country has only been open to tourism for about 40 years, and has a low volume of tourists. That means its mountainous landscape; forests and culture are largely untouched. It is safe for solo travel and peaceful (its well-being is measured by Gross National Happiness). Visit the cliff side Taktsang Palphug Monastery, a sacred Buddhist temple. Or take the Druk path trek to take in the inspirational Himalayan scenery. If you’re in search of a tranquil escape to recharge or somewhere quiet enough to hear your own thoughts, there are few better places than Iceland with its other-worldly landscapes. Unwind in the warm mineral waters of Blue lagoon geothermal spa. Hike to one of Iceland’s many waterfalls such as the popular Gullfoss, or to the hot springs in Reykjadalur (“Smoke Valley”). Better yet, take a load off your feet on a horseback trek in the countryside on an (adorable) Icelandic pony. Introverts typically love learning and exploring topics in-depth. Rome, the largest city and capital of Italy, is the perfect destination for ditching your map and schedule for wandering the streets alone, trusting your observant eye as you seek out the city’s hidden gems. You can tour popular attractions, such as the Coliseum or Vatican City, on your own time without the stress of group tours. With a wealth of old churches, ruins, monuments and other historical sites to see, it’s easiest to submerge yourself in the rich history and culture of Rome when travelling solo. There's no better place to sit alone and daydream without interruption than on a long, trance-inducing train ride. Kick back with a book or gaze thoughtfully out the window while taking in Canada’s diverse and breathtaking scenery on a cross-country train ride. If you don’t have time for the full journey, board the Rocky Mountaineer and be wined and dined as you chug your way through Canada’s majestic Rocky Mountains. Vietnamese culture also tend to favour introversion, so you can enjoy what locals have to offer without the pressure to socialize or meet new people. Swim or relax on one of the country’s gorgeous turquoise beaches, such as Doc Let or Nha Trang. Explore colourful markets teeming with fresh vegetables, herbs and seafood. Discover the beautiful landscape by motorbike, the transportation mode of choice in Vietnam. And document all of your experiences in a journal as you sip on cup of Vietnamese coffee in a shop on Hang Hanh, Hanoi's “Coffee Street.” Japan is another country known to embrace introversion. Unleash your muse while on a hike to snow-capped Mount Fujisan. Catch the sunrise from this mountain's summit, known to poets and artists. If you enjoy disappearing in the crowded streets of a bustling city for people watching, Shibuya, Tokyo – one of the busiest intersections in the world – is a great spot. Or bring the world to a standstill as you meditate at a Japanese rock or Zen garden in Japan's old capital, Kyoto.  Share  Tweet  ✖ Advertisement Share this ✖ close Current Slide Follow Natasha Koifman on Twitter: www.twitter.com/natashankpr More: Career Tips Personality Types Life Guidance Introvert Best Career Choice Work Persona Extrovert   Click here to view Conversations Conversations Most Popular B.C. Teen Killed By Train Was Wearing Headphones, Texting: RCMP Facebook Anthem Singer's Fall Is Lesson In Showmanship YouTube Pastafarian Loses B.C. Driver's Licence Over Holy Colander YouTube LOOK: Stunning Scenes By B.C.'s October Photographer David Chang Photography Elderly Asian Women Attacked In Vancouver Nastco via Getty Images Lawyers Of Convicted Surrey Six Gangsters Want Mistrial Darryl Dyck/CP LOOK: Old Vancouver Bank's New Life Jason Statler When It Comes to Jumbo Glacier Resort, All Questions Lead Back To Powerful Minister Caillum Smith | Flickr Vancouver Mom Who Killed Her 2 Babies Sentenced CityTV YouTube Aldergrove School Playground Condemned North Otter Elementary Facebook This Derelict Van 'Home' Costs $550/Month To Rent In B.C. Bill Everitt Petronas Threatens To Delay B.C. LNG Project By A Decade MyLoupe/UIG via Getty Images 45 Signs You're A Vancouver Canucks Fan Getty Images Intruder Dies After Being Caught By Homeowner, Neighbour Shutterstock / sculpies Recognize This Photo? Here's The Story Behind It Claude P. Dettloff/CP/National Archives of Canada Stanley Park Pedestrian Dies After Crash With Cyclist Getty Premier Denies Downplaying B.C. LNG Expectations Jonathan Hayward/CP Vancouver Is The Reason Alyssa Milano Quit TV Show Paul Archuleta via Getty Images City Of Vancouver Taking Arbutus Corridor Fight To Court Darryl Dyck/The Canadian Press Vancouver Mayor Focuses On Pipelines For Re-Election Campaign Vision Vancouver Facebook FOLLOW HUFFPOST Email Email Address Options HuffPost Daily Brief British Columbia Get top stories and blog posts emailed to me each day.. Facebook HuffPost British Columbia Twitter HuffPost Follow British Columbia Follow Google Plus HuffPost British Columbia RSS The Huffington Post British Columbia All RSS / Feeds Phone Available on the App Store Android App on Google Play Get it at Blackberry App World Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search advertise log in make HuffPost your home page RSS careers FAQ user agreement privacy policy comment policy about us about our ads contact us Copyright ©2014 TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. "The Huffington Post" is a registered trademark of TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. All rights reserved. Part of HPMG News Use this form to alert a HuffPost editor about a factual or typographical error in this story. Notify message * Required * * * What kind of error is this? Choose an option Factual or typographical Comment moderation problem Rights and permissions Other * What is the correction? 0 count Describe the error here (1,000 character limit) * Type the words below so we know you are not a cyborg Sign me up for The Huffington Post's Daily Brief Thank you!)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9376,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 19, Number 2, October 2006 We'd rather be teaching by Yvonne Eamor When you think of university students writing exams, you may have an image of a gymnasium full of stressed-out young people pouring over reams of paper. Now imagine that same gymnasium but this time, consider that those stressed-out students are nine and ten years old. Welcome to Grade 4 FSAs at Nesika Elementary in Williams Lake. Veteran teacher Rob Taylor says it hurts to see kids so young being herded into the gym for exams. "If that’s not stressful for nine-year-olds, I don’t know what is," he says. "Our kids are stressed out going into the exams. It’s a completely foreign atmosphere for them. And this goes on for an entire week." Taylor also takes issue with the lack of direction teachers are permitted to give to students who are having trouble finding their way through the exam. For a profession that’s been highly trained to help guide young minds, FSAs prohibit teachers from performing that vital task. Taylor says, "There are kids who come up in tears because they didn’t understand the set of directions for math. You can’t help them. All you can do is tell them to do their best. It’s frustrating beyond words. A student asks for your help and you have to turn them away. Standardized testing means every kid has to receive the same direction—it’s horrible what that’s doing to kids’ psyches." In a small town like Williams Lake, there’s another issue with FSAs: rankings. Taylor says his biggest concern is that rating a school means rating a teacher. "There may be just one Grade 4 class in town. The ranking the FSA provides reflects immediately back to the teacher." Teachers know it’s easy to skew the rankings, simply by exempting some weaker students from the exam. In a recent Fraser Institute report card, Taylor says one of his district’s schools rated highest for French Immersion, and it doesn’t even have a French Immersion program. A student took French Immersion at one school but wrote the FSA at another and that threw the data out of whack. Taylor also says the FSAs do nothing for kids who are barely meeting expectations. He says they are just another way of making them feel inadequate. And it doesn’t help, he says, to know that the exam results produce no meaningful data for teachers so there is no benefit to the kids. "The students are reduced to being a number and the schools are reduced to being a score." Taylor says teachers don’t need FSAs to know how their students are performing, and that sentiment is echoed by Surrey teacher, Penny Kelly. She says FSAs, "undermine our professionalism. We see the child almost 200 days of the year. We know their achievement level. The test is redundant and I view it as an attack on teachers’ professionalism." Kelly and Taylor agree that FSAs are not a true benchmark of what kids are about. "An FSA is one shot given over the course of a week," says Taylor. "Parents get a bar with a black line that shows them where their child is. But that shows them only where the child was on that day, on that test." Kelly points out that many things are not factored into the result, such as what was going on at home that morning or the evening before, whether the child was healthy or happy, and she further points out that results are meaningless. "So the following year, the parents get a note attached to a report card about their child’s reading level. Well, I can tell them about it today, right now. But these tests are telling teachers that our assessment is not to be trusted." Kelly says another serious drawback to the FSAs is the lack of follow-up action. "The scores are just numbers. They don’t tell you which particular kid should receive learning assistance. There is no follow-up other than to say a particular group of kids did not do particularly well." Kelly has other issues, as well. "Erma Stephenson Elementary School is in an affluent and culturally-mixed community in which pressure is placed on kids to do well on the exams. People put a lot of pressure on their kids so that the schools rank high in the Fraser Institute scheme. I’ve had parents thank me for doing such a good job, because the school ranking is allowing them to sell their home for $20,000 more than they had initially planned." Kelly says, "That’s not why I’m here." Yvonne Eamor is the BCTF’s media relations officer. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20140925,www.familiesfundingteachers.ca,http://www.familiesfundingteachers.ca/4,404 Not Found Not Found The requested URL /4 was not found on this server. Apache/2.2.16 (Debian) Server at www.familiesfundingteachers.ca Port 80)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12704,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 1999 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 12, Number 2, October 1999 Maintain the momentum in class-size reduction by Garry Litke This fall, new class-size limits were implemented in primary classrooms across B.C., creating for children in the public school system what may be some of the best learning conditions in North America. It is time to start focussing our energy on reducing class size in the intermediate and secondary grades. This goal is supported by the parents of this province and by research. Just as home improvement in one room points out the need for improvement in the rest of the house, the primary improvement contrasts with intermediate and secondary lacking improvements for more than a decade. In some locals, where class-size limits are 30 and there is a “fudge” factor of two or three, an intermediate class may have as many as 33 students, while down the hall in primary, a class will have 10 fewer students. We know that parents support smaller class sizes. Any parent who has ever entertained more than six children at a birthday party will testify to the difficulty of dealing with larger groups of children. We also know that a classroom is much more complex than an annual party. A reduction in class size is also supported by a survey of research, which continues to prove that smaller class sizes benefit students. The well-known STAR (Student/Teacher Achievement Ratio) Project in Tennessee in the 1980s offered convincing evidence of the positive effects of reduced class size. It concluded that students in a small-size class receive more individual attention, which influences academic achievement. In 1996, Wisconsin researchers began asking some questions about individualization. How does individualization come about? What alterations are made for individual students? With funding from the Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction, the SAGE Project (Student Achievement Guarantee in Education) began a five-year program, that created a student/ teacher ratio of 15:1 in 80 schools. Initial observations were reported in the September 1999 issue of Educational Leadership (Zahorik). Researchers found three main effects of individualization: Fewer discipline problems and more instruction. Misbehaviour, more noticeable in a smaller group, can be treated before it becomes a major problem. Reducing or even eliminating the discipline problem leads to more for instruction. More knowledge of students. With fewer students to know, teachers have a greater understanding of each student’s learning. More teacher enthusiasm for teaching. When classes are small, teachers experience less stress from disciplining, marking student work, and being frustrated by not being able to meet students’ individual needs. As stress is reduced, educators become more enthusiastic about implementing beneficial pedagogy. Researchers also looked at the nature of individualization. They found that teachers in small classes did not alter the curriculum to address students’ individual difficulties, but rather altered the methods of instruction. In a small group, problems with learning were more easily identified and addressed. As a result, each student gained a greater understanding of the content, and achievement improved. Such individualization is the underpinning of the Instructional Resource Packages (IRPs) that have been endorsed by the Ministry of Education in B.C. Curriculum content remains constant while teachers are encouraged to employ a wide range of instructional strategies and resources to meet individual needs. But teachers need lower class sizes in order to fulfill this objective and utilize IRPs as intended. The necessary change, funded by government, has taken place in the primary system. The momentum established there must be maintained and extended into the intermediate and secondary system. Involving parents and initiating discussion around relevant research are steps to take toward attaining that important goal. Garry Litke is an assistant director in the BCTF’s Bargaining Division. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=24149&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > October 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 2, October 2011   Classified advertising  Travel/Vacation WHISTLER CABIN–PINECREST 5 bdrm/ loft, totally renovated with 4 baths, sauna, woodstove, large decks, fully equipped kitchen. By tennis courts and private lake. Seasonal rates from $275/nt. 604-936-3346, e-mail: glush49@gmail.com  WHISTLER Condo. Sleeps 4, views, close to village, 604-943-9423, preddyplace@telus.net. FRANCE. Ultimate vacations, privately owned, beautiful furn. 1 bdrm. central Paris. Wkly/mthly. 604-738-1876, 604-879-4936, irene.roland@gmail.com, www.ultimateparis.com  MAUI HAWAII, Great S. Kihei location, 1 bdrm. with ocean view, across the street from great beaches. For more information 209-599-5248 or www.maui342.com  KIHEI, MAUI, Privately owned, beautiful fully furn. 2 bdrm, 2 bath condo, across from Kamaole Beaches. Great complex, Great location. 250-598-6955. PUERTO VALLARTA Bright, clean, quiet, 1 bdrm, 2 blks from beach, downtown, $350/wk., monthly rates. 604-608-4268, dbemc@hotmail.com  GULF ISLANDS Deluxe waterfront cottage, 1 bd./sleeps 4, winter and summer rates, call Alma 250-629-3008, www.ainsliepointcottage.com  SOUTH OF FRANCE villa in lively, lovely market town of Limoux. 4 bdrms. Sleeps 8. 2 bathrooms. All mod cons. Near lake and river swimming and historic Carcassonne. Great rates. Deep discounts for long-term, off-season. www.southoffrancerental.com  QUADRA ISLAND private cabin for 2. Panoramic ocean, mountain view, soaker tub, www.lunavista.ca   WATERFRONT CONDO Birch Bay, WA. 2 bdrm, 2 bath, for week or weekend rentals. Complex has indoor pool, hot tub, games room. $150/night or $900/wk (plus $50 cln. fee), birchbayrentals.com or call Teresa @ 604-831-4080. WHISTLER. Townhouse, sleeps 6, fully equip. 604-925-7669 or Gary 604-669-7212. MESA/PHOENIX park model trailer in 55+ park, sleeps 4, 4 pools, golf, tennis...huge variety of daily activities. $1300/mo. 604-463-3151. WAILEA MAUI. 2 bdrm. Condo beautifully renovated. Available to teachers at discounted rate. A/C, free long distance, free WiFi, flat screen TVs. New furnishings, private lanai, W/D, onsite property manager. Beach gear. E-mail: waileavacationrentals@shaw.ca  WINTER STORM WATCH. Sunshine Coast oceanfront home, spectacular SW Georgia Straight Views from every room. Enjoy a winter weekend getaway curled by the woodburning fire watching the weather. 3 bdrm, 2 bath, private & peaceful, walk to beaches, Gibson’s funky shops, restaurants. $200/night, longer stays rates negotiable. Xmas avail. janeski@telus.net, 604-921-7122. LA MANZANILLA, MEXICO. Beautiful, new, luxurious home in quiet cul-de-sac. 4 bdrm, 3½ bath, pool, fully furnished. 12-min. walk to village and playa. 250-537-6984, casalamanz@shaw.ca, www.lamanzanillarental.com  PHOENIX ARIZONA. 2300 sq.ft. house on golf course. 3+ bdrm., pool with waterfall among palms, mountain views. Close to airport, sports stadiums, golf. Rent by the day/week/month. 604-465-5592 or firemedic@shaw.ca  PUERTO VALLARTA 1 bdrm. with kitchenette: $300/wk. or $600/mo. in a new ocean-view private home in gated community. 7 min. to beach, 15 min. to airport. http://mexicohome.weebly.com for details. Your best bet. Rent/Exchange VANCOUVER Clean, bright, quiet, centrally located condos at Robson & Bute. 1 bdrm. $95. Daily/wkly/ mthly rates. 604-608-4268, dbemc@hotmail.com  SUBLET KITSILANO. 1 bdrm. furnished view apartment, January– April, $1,200 all inclusive. 604-731-4798. OCEAN VIEW HOUSE on 1 acre garden property, Vancouver Island. $1000/mo. plus utilities. Includes fridge, stove, washer, dryer. South of Ladysmith in Saltair. 2 bdrm. References, credit check & lease required. Beaches nearby. mcleangrocery@telus.net   FOR RENT. Our beautiful waterfront home in Youbou/Lake Cowichan. For the perfect renters, we’re willing to negotiate. Please contact lmcdaniel@shaw.ca for more info. Miscellaneous RETIRING SOON? Join the B.C. Retired Teachers’ Association to: Keep informed, Stay connected, Remain involved. For more information, go to www.bcrta.ca or call 604-871-2260, 1-877-683-2243. FRENCH FIELD TRIPS. Contact Sandy, Burns Bog Conservation Society, 604-572-0373. FIELD TRIPS. K–12 curriculum based. Burns Bog Conservation Society, 604-572-0373. PENSION QUESTIONS? Ask Arnie – now retired and available for expert, personal, one-to-one consultation including pension estimates, options, bridge, CPP/OAS, and pension splitting. Reasonable rates. Call Arnie Lambert at 604-354-5624 or e-mail arnielambert@shaw.ca  TEACHING POSITIONS IN INTERNATIONAL SCHOOLS through the 24th annual Teachers’ Overseas Recruiting Fair at Queen’s University, January 27–29, 2012. Hundreds of K–12 positions in dozens of countries. Most contracts for 2 years. Pre-registration required. http://educ.queensu.ca/careers  FOR PEAT’S SAKE. A classroom study on Burns Bog and other peatlands. K–7 curriculum based. 206 pages, $59.95 plus HST. Special rate for multiple copies. Burns Bog Conservation Society, 604-572-0373. SCHOOL TATOOS 1,000 tattoos with your school’s logo $149. Visit www.schooltattoos.ca, E-mail info@schooltattoos.ca or call 613-567-2636. PERSONAL. 35-year-old good looking Caucasian male, employed as support staff, would like to meet a single Caucasian female teacher in her late 20s or early 30s with high moral and family values, for a long-term relationship leading to marriage, preferably Lower Mainland area. Reply in confidence. Serious enquiries only. man4onewomen@hotmail.com  TILING & PAINTING. Want to get the job done right? Call Vito. Glass and slate specialist. Indoor, outdoor painting. Serving the Vancouver area since 1996. www.tile-rific.ca or call 604-831-4013. WIN AN AUTHOR VISIT. Pam Withers, author of 15 teen books (www. pamwithers.com), is seeking male adults who went thru a period of being reluctant readers as youths, to interview for an upcoming book on getting boys to read. Involves 30-min. phone interview on reading habits. Interviewees’ names then go into draw for free* school presentation (value: $325). E-mail withers@intergate.ca. Male relatives of female teachers also welcome. *Outside Vancouver, travel expenses apply. RESOURCES FOR SALE. Like new. Current English workbooks. All levels, reading, writing, grammar, spelling, and vocabulary. Also workbooks for disabled students. ESl workbooks and tapes, Toefl. rburke@telus,net, 604-228-9841. FOR SALE–OCEAN VIEW from every room, White Rock, BC. Spacious penthouse-style, 3 bdrm, condo. 2 full baths. Top floor, S/W corner. Approx. 1600 sq.ft. Crowns. Master bdrm with walk-in closet, powder room, electric FPL., balcony. Ensuite laundry. Second balcony glassed-in. All appliances. Two car park. Steps to shopping, transportation, beach. 55+ No pets. $429,000. comrad@shaw.ca  DYNAMIC SAFE STRETCHES Plus Strength & Stamina Circuit Teacher’s say: Music great! Pauses worked for ‘switch’! Little explanation needed! Ready to go stations! Instructions include safety/stretch’ alerts’ ! dee_peters@hotmail.com   )
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=10130&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 5, April 2003 What can B.C. learn from Ontario? Dr. Kenneth Leithwood’s description of Ontario’s conservative educational reform pointed to many similarities with B.C.’s current neo-Liberal educational reform. Initially, both provinces’ reforms were met with outrage by public educators and with apparent indifference by parents, administrators, and trustees. In Ontario, it soon became evident that the so-called reform had many shortcomings, predicted at the outset by educators and later confirmed by the other stakeholders. Sound familiar? Here in B.C. we are reeling from the attacks of Bills 27 and 28 as well as the continued underfunding of public education. However, we must be buoyed by Ontario’s Rozanski report, which clearly points to many flaws in the Harris government’s educational master plan. More important, the report also points to essential educational re-reform, including an infusion of $2 billion into Ontario’s public school system. Leithwood gave credit to Ontario’s teachers and parents for keeping the ideals of a quality and fully funded public education system a political priority. I hope B.C.’s teachers, individually, as local association members, and as members of the BCTF, continue to accept the responsibility of building coalitions that will work to slow down, stop, and turn around Campbell’s run-away educational defunding train. Two important lessons can be learned from Ontario’s experience: we teachers can make a difference, and there is light at the end of the tunnel. – Chris Arcari, Langley   I’ve heard that the so-called educational reforms in Ontario have jeopardized the education of a generation of students. We should be aware that the education of our children is threatened as B.C. heads down the Ontario path. The lack of funding, the increase in class size, the loss of support services, and the closing of schools put the educational success of our students at risk. Crowding more students into a classroom means that the needs of all students cannot be met. When important interventions at an early age are missed, learning difficulties are likely to be perpetuated, and students are then denied their right to reach their full potential. This is certainly a cost to the individual, but also a cost to society. By not ensuring that the educational system is appropriately funded, the government, and all the educational partners who refuse to speak out against insufficient funding, will be responsible for depriving students of an appropriate education and creating an underclass of poorly served individuals who can only feel rejected by their society. We will undoubtedly find that the cost of managing this dissatisfied and disenfranchised underclass will be a greater cost in the long run. – Sandra Davie, Prince George   It is important for B.C. teachers to learn about the Ontario government’s attack on education. In spite of heroic efforts by well-educated, highly professional teachers, it appears that the government listens only to coalitions run by parents. It behooves us, therefore, to strengthen our ties with parent groups, PACs, and special-needs groups. Teachers who are parents should also consider becoming more vocal on PACs in their local schools. It is time to remind the government that the same people who voted them in can, and will, vote them out if they do not revise their under-researched slash-and-burn policies. It is time to consider the needs of our children. It is time to become active in coalitions that seek to encourage the government to correctly fund education. – Jeanie Lucas, Delta)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/BargainingAndContracts.aspx?id=4960,BCTF > BC Labour Relations Board Decision re designation of essential services, November 2, 2001  	Bargaining and contracts  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers Aboriginal Education  Bargaining & Collective Agreements  Français  Health & Safety  New Teachers  Opportunities for Members  Pensions Professional Development  Professional Rights & Responsibility  Provincial Specialist Associations  Salary & Benefits  Teachers Teaching On Call  Teaching Resources  For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Bargaining and Contracts > Bargaining Rights > LRB Decisions Note: You may experience problems printing this document in some versions of Netscape. This document has been provided to the BCTF in HTML format by the B.C. Labour Relations Board. The BCLRB posts decisions on a weekly basis in PDF format at http://www.lrb.bc.ca/decisions/. You may wish to access the PDF version of the decision for printing purposes. BCLRB No. B409/2001       BRITISH COLUMBIA LABOUR RELATIONS BOARD       ALL BOARDS, AS DEFINED IN THE SCHOOL ACT, IN THE PROVINCE REPRESENTED BY BRITISH COLUMBIA PUBLIC SCHOOL EMPLOYERS' ASSOCIATION   ("BCPSEA")     -and-     BRITISH COLUMBIA TEACHERS' FEDERATION   ("BCTF")     -and-     CANADIAN UNION OF PUBLIC EMPLOYEES, REGIONAL OFFICE ON BEHALF OF CERTAIN LOCALS   ("CUPE")       PANEL: Irene Holden, Associate Chair (Mediation) Lisa Hansen, Registrar and Vice-Chair Mark J. Brown, Vice-Chair     APPEARANCES: Judith C. Anderson, for BCPSEA John Rogers and Diane MacDonald, for BCTF Paul Tetrault, for CUPE CASE NO.: 46340     DATE OF HEARING: October 31 and November 1, 2001     DATE OF DECISION: November 2, 2001       DECISION OF THE BOARD     I.                     nature of application 1                     The BCPSEA applied under Section 72 of the Labour Relations Code (the "Code") for the designation of essential services.  During the investigation stage under Section 72(1) of the Code, the parties reached an agreement regarding the process to be utilized in the designation of essential services.  The process is set out in detail in BCLRB No. B383/2001 and will not be repeated in this decision.  This decision deals with Phase 1 of the BCTF job action plan. 2                     The Panel conducted a hearing on October 23, 2001 to hear argument with respect to the definition of the term “provision of educational programs” under the Code.  In a case management conference call conducted on October 24, 2001, the Panel informed the parties that it would not be issuing a decision on the definition at that time and directed the parties to engage in mediation in an effort to resolve matters arising under Section 2(ii) of the process set out in B383/2001: 2. (ii)determine whether any aspects of Phase 1 of the BCTF's job action plan are "necessary or essential to prevent immediate and serious danger to the health, safety or welfare of the residents of British Columbia" (Section 72(2)) and/or "necessary or essential to prevent immediate and serious disruption to the provision of educational programs" (Section 72(2.1). 3                     The parties agreed that Panel Member Mark Brown could conduct the mediation and continue to sit on the Panel should mediation be unsuccessful.  The parties met in mediation on October 26, 29 and 30, 2001.  While there was agreement on a number of issues, it was necessary to adjudicate a number of outstanding matters. 4                     The parties agreed that any decision issued by the Board at this stage would be without prejudice to the parties' positions at any subsequent stages in the process.  BCTF noted that even though it agreed that teachers would continue to perform certain duties under its Phase 1 job action, that did not mean it agreed those duties fell within the scope of Section 72 of the Code.  Conversely, BCPSEA noted that although it agreed teachers need not perform certain duties under the Phase 1 job action, that did not mean that it agreed those duties fell outside the scope of Section 72.  Given the parties' positions, and in order to meet the deadline as set out in B383/2001, this decision is being issued without reasons. II.                   decision 5                     Over the years the Board has developed a standard format for essential service orders, which are framed in the context of a total withdrawal of services.  Normally essential service orders address work that bargaining unit members will continue to perform in the event of job action. 6                     Given the unique circumstances of this case, which involves a phased-in job action plan, an agreed upon essential service designation process (B383/2001), and an agreement that this decision is without prejudice to the parties' positions in subsequent proceedings, this decision will not follow the Board’s standard format.  Instead, the Panel has set out below a list of activities that BCTF members need not perform during Phase 1 job action.  Activities not referenced below must be continued during Phase 1 job action, in the normal fashion. 7                     During Phase 1 job action BCTF members need not: Participate in meetings or interviews with parents/guardians and/or district teaching staff outside of instructional time, or during instructional time unless coverage is provided. Participate in meet the teacher activities outside of instructional time, or during instructional time unless coverage is provided. Prepare or distribute report cards. Provide any student assessment data to Administrative Officers or the school office, except Grade 12 marks required for graduation, post-secondary applications and scholarship purposes. Complete and submit student referral forms outside of instructional time. Attend Individual Education Plan ("IEP") meetings or write IEPs outside of instructional time (with the exception of non-enrolling teachers), or during instructional time unless coverage is provided. Attend staff meetings. Attend staff committee meetings. Attend any meeting called by School District management. Participate in any standing or ad hoc District committees. Attend school based meetings called by an Administrative Officer, unless the meetings are related to an emergency. Provide Administrative Officers with any routine printed, written or electronic communications. Accept any printed, written or electronic communication from an Administrative Officer, unless it relates to an emergency. Participate in the preparation or organization of assemblies outside of instructional time, or during instruction time unless coverage is provided. Participate in any accreditation activity. Participate in any School District or Ministry in-service. Participate in any professional development that is not teacher directed. Participate in any school photo organization. Provide coverage for a teacher who is absent, except for a Teacher On Call hired specifically for that purpose. Administer or supervise FSA or any District or Ministry test. Collect money from students or participate in fund raising. Order supplies, textbooks, etc., unless needed immediately to effectively maintain ongoing instruction. Assist the Administrative Officer in administrative tasks like building timetables or computer organization. Do inventory. Organize textbooks. Answer school office phones. Supervise detentions before, during or after instructional time. Prepare overviews or previews for the Administrative Officer, except when associated with a teacher evaluation process. Distribute School District or administrative letters, newsletters, memos or announcements to students, unless it is health and safety related. Pack up classrooms to facilitate painting, renovations or maintenance. Perform department head/position of responsibility duties except during allocated time in the timetable.    8                     With respect to any before/after school, recess or noon hour supervision normally provided by teachers, before/after school supervision related only to bus drop off and pick up, and recess supervision will continue to be provided by teachers subject to the Employer utilizing management and excluded staff to the best extent possible to replace teachers for these activities.  The utilization of management and excluded personnel will be discussed locally.  If the matter cannot be resolved at the local level, either party may refer the matter to the Board for mediation/adjudication. 9                     Where there are no Administrative Officers at a school, Teachers In Charge ("TIC") must continue their normal TIC duties. 10                  As noted above, all other job duties will be performed by BCTF members as normal during Phase 1 job action. 11                  Except as modified by the above, current Collective Agreement provisions will continue to apply. 12                  Teachers will be available in the event of any emergency or disaster situation.  In the event of a dispute between the BCPSEA and the BCTF as to whether an emergency or disaster situation exists, the teachers will perform the work in question. 13                  If there is a dispute arising from this decision, the dispute shall be immediately referred to Step 3 of the grievance procedure set out in the Collective Agreement.  If the dispute is not resolved within 48 hours, either party may refer the matter to the Board.  The Board will conduct a hearing, by conference call if necessary, and issue a decision within 48 hours of referral to the Board. 14                  This decision reflects the current determination of the Board.  The decision may be varied by agreement of the parties or revised by successful application to the Board by BCPSEA or BCTF. LABOUR RELATIONS BOARD     "IRENE HOLDEN"   IRENE HOLDEN ASSOCIATE CHAIR (MEDIATION)     "LISA HANSEN"   LISA HANSEN REGISTRAR AND VICE-CHAIR     "MARK J. BROWN"   MARK J. BROWN VICE-CHAIR LRB Decisions Home   Bargaining Home BCTF Home Top of page   About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140924,www.huffingtonpost.ca,http://www.huffingtonpost.ca/2014/09/16/bc-teachers-strike-deal_n_5828172.html,B.C. Teachers' Strike: Tentative Deal Reached After Marathon Bargaining View mobile site September 24, 2014 Huffpost Canada British Columbia ca Edition: ca Show/Hide Brasil BR Canada CA Deutschland DE España ES France FR Italia IT 日本 (Japan) JP 한국 (Korea) KR Maghreb MG United Kingdom UK United States US Region: BC Show/Hide All Canada Alberta British Columbia Québec (en français) Follow Newsletters Get Canada British ColumbiaNewsletters Email address Enter Email Address Huffington Post Search Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search iOS app Android app More Log in Create Account Notifications 0 $USERNAME Profile Settings Logout FRONT PAGE Politics Trudeau To Boycott Sun News After Host Calls Father A 'Slut' 707 Meet Canada's Youngest Premier-Elect 60 Rob Ford Leaves Hospital 0 'So Nice Of Him To Show Up' 0 WATCH: Tory MP Ignores Questions About Iraq. Talks About Israel Instead 0 Go to Politics More in Politics The Pulse Stephen Harper You Might Also Like US Politics UK Politics Business Netflix Says 'No' To CRTC Demand 34 Loonie Headed Below 85 Cents: CIBC 18 BlackBerry Undercuts Apple, Samsung With New Phone 9 8 Things You Need To Know From Canada's Big Bank Economists 9 Julian Assange Praises Canada 31 Go to Business More in Business Small Business Money You Might Also Like Tech TechCrunch Autoblog WorldPost This Is How ISIS Makes $3 Million A Day 165 Islamic Militants Parade Captured Iraqi Soldiers 14 Israeli Military Shoots Down Syrian Warplane 239 Watch This Bicyclist Cheat Death Twice 45 Wife Of ISIS Hostage Receives Recording Of Husband Pleading For His Life 0 Go to WorldPost More in WorldPost Foreign Affairs World Elections Arab Uprising Afghanistan War Syria Crisis You Might Also Like Travel Impact Living 25 Seriously Delicious Places To Eat In London, Ont. 9 20 Perfect Halloween Costume Ideas For Two 0 Toronto Man's Incredible 215-Pound Weight Loss Story 2 ► This Man Has Up To 100 Orgasms A Day 0 How Do You Wish Someone A Happy Rosh Hashanah? 2 Go to Living You Might Also Like Healthy Living Food Recipes Divorce Women Parentdish Green Post50 Weddings Style LOOK: This $30 Wedding Dress Is Gorgeous 4 The Kim Kardashian Pics We Should Be Looking At 0 Elisha Cuthbert's Hair Never Changes 3 The Best Fall Loafers 0 15 Stylish Fall Jackets For Women 0 Go to Style More in Style Beauty Fashion Celeb Style Entertaining and Etiquette Stylelist Canada Wedding Style Home Style You Might Also Like Style (U.S.) Weddings Stylelist Canada Entertainment Katherine Heigl Parties In A Bikini Because Summer Isn't Over Yet 18 Jennifer Lopez Takes The Stage In A Sheer Bodysuit 233 Kris And Bruce Jenner Finally File For Divorce 155 'Modern Family' Star Says She Was The Victim Of Domestic Assault 0 Aaron Carter Responds To Hilary Duff's Comments About Love 32 Go to Entertainment You Might Also Like Music Celebrity TV Moviefone Arts This Is The Last Generation Of Scarification In Africa 10 How David Bowie Turned Identity Into An Art 12 Spectacular Black-And-White Portraits Shed Light On Bangladesh's Third Gender 2 Everything You Need To Know About The Story Behind Tim Burton's 'Big Eyes' 1 Meet Female Photographers Changing The Way Women Are Portrayed 0 Go to Arts You Might Also Like Books Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Religion Alberta LOOK: Suburban Home Becomes Tim Hortons Overnight 8 Mayerthorpe Convict Granted Day Parole 0 LOOK: Calgary Homes The Average Buyer Can Afford 3 Take A Tour Of Calgary's New Central Public Library 0 Hospital ER Reopens After Ebola Ruled Out 0 Go to Alberta More in Alberta Alberta Politics Alberta Business Alison Redford Calgary Edmonton British Columbia It's Time For B.C. Teachers To Stop Lying To Parents 25 LOOK: B.C. Killer Whales From A Whole New Angle 3 LOOK: Dreamy B.C. Farmhouse For Sale 2 Convicted Rapist Charged In B.C. Teen's Killing 15 Mall's New Play Area Has iPads. Just iPads. 0 Go to British Columbia More in British Columbia B.C. Politics B.C. Business Christy Clark Vancouver All Sections News Canada Politics Canada Business US Politics US Business World Media Sports Education Crime Weird News Good News Daily Finance Entertainment Entertainment Music TV Celebrity Comedy Arts Books Moviefone Life & Style Living Style Home Healthy Living Taste Weddings Travel Parents Divorce HuffPost 50 Marlo Thomas OWN Tech & Science Tech Science Green TEDWeekends Techcrunch Engadget TUAW Joystiq Voices Impact Women Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Religion College Teen Local Quebec (French) Calgary Montreal Ottawa Toronto Vancouver Winnipeg Mapquest Patch.com Our Mobile Apps: iPhone iPad HuffPost Live iPad Android Phone Android Tablet British Columbia B.C. Politics B.C. Business Christy Clark Vancouver It's Time For B.C. Teachers To Stop Lying To Parents 2014-09-23 15:45:49 Mall's New Play Area Has iPads. Just iPads. 2014-09-23 18:33:02 LOOK: B.C. Killer Whales From A Whole New Angle 2014-09-22 17:59:26 Aboriginal 'Watchman' Opened Sacred Burial Boxes For Tourists 2014-09-21 18:20:54 PHOTOS: Jeep Does Doughnuts. Jeep Gets Stuck. River Wins. 2014-09-23 01:45:51 Convicted Rapist Charged In B.C. Teen's Killing 2014-09-22 19:16:58 LOOK: Dreamy B.C. Farmhouse For Sale 2014-09-22 16:40:51 5 Must-See Films At VIFF 2014 2014-09-22 18:11:51 WATCH: Hangry Girlfriend Just Wants Her Damn Breakfast 2014-09-19 16:09:29 Police Search For Missing B.C. Teen's Killer 2014-09-18 01:02:07 3-Time Olympic Gold Medallist Joins Vancouver Police 2014-09-22 15:04:24 LOOK: Visionary Vancouver Buildings (And They're Stunning Too) 2014-09-20 02:29:19 WATCH: 'You're The Most Unusual Fishing Partner I've Ever Had' 2014-09-23 15:59:58 Teachers Shut Out Of B.C. Liberal Fundraiser After 'Security' Concerns 2014-09-21 00:24:50 WATCH: Dozens Of B.C. Whales Leave Boaters Gasping 2014-09-18 16:18:45 Previous Story Next Story B.C. Teachers' Strike: Tentative Deal Reached After Marathon Bargaining CP  | By Tamsyn Burgmann, The Canadian Press Posted: 09/16/2014 7:33 am EDT Updated: 09/20/2014 12:59 am EDT Share Tweet Email Comment tumblr reddit B.C. Teachers' Federation President Jim Iker, seen at a Vancouver news conference on Sept. 16, 2014, recommended members ratify the tentative deal. VANCOUVER - British Columbia's long-warring government and teachers' union have made unprecedented educational labour peace with a six-year collective agreement wrought through months of embittered strike action and a final six-day sprint to settlement. The historic deal, if ratified by teachers in a vote on Thursday, will reopen schools next week for half a million students, restore the flow of income to more than 40,000 teachers and renew stability for families provincewide. A breakthrough in negotiations came with the aid of respected mediator Vince Ready just before 4 a.m. Tuesday. The result is a tentative contract that includes a 7.25 per cent salary increase over six years, as well as the creation of a $400-million education fund that will be used to hire additional teachers to address class size, class composition and the provision of specialist teachers, states a document sent to members Tuesday night. The document says the education fund will begin this academic year and end in the 2018 to 2019 academic year. Premier Christy Clark beamed and patted Education Minister Peter Fassbender on the back as she thanked students and parents for their patience, and lauded union president Jim Iker for showing "real courage." "I think it's a real game-changer for education in the long-term," Clark told reporters in Vancouver, adding it's an opportunity to reset a 30-year dysfunctional relationship with the union. "We will now be able to sit down with some of the most important people in the system — and that's teachers — and work together, rather than constantly arguing and fighting." The premier said the deal doesn't require any tax hikes, although the province will continue to appeal a court case a judge has already decided in favour of the union's right to bargain class size and composition. Key court rulings That dispute dates back to January 2002, when the provincial government imposed a contract on teachers and remove hundreds of provisions related to class size and class composition from the teachers' collective agreement, while also prohibiting those issues from being part of future negotiations. In April 2011, a B.C. Supreme Court judge ruled the 2002 legislation removing class size and composition from bargaining was unconstitutional. The court ruling restored the deleted provisions and gave the government one year to come up with a fix. In January 2014, a B.C. Supreme Court judge again ruled the provincial government violated teachers' collective bargaining rights by removing clauses related to class size and class composition and by prohibiting those issues from being negotiated. The ruling also awarded the union $2 million. The government filed an appeal in April. A document sent to BCTF members from the union Tuesday says the $400-million education fund is subject to a final ruling on that case. "If the 2002 language is fully or partially restored the parties will reopen the collective agreement on this issue and will bargain from the restored language," says the document. It says the education fund provisions will continue until there is agreement on implementation and, or changes to the restored language. Iker, who's acted as chief negotiator during the lengthy and heated dispute, addressed the B.C. Teachers' Federation before the document was sent out and urged union members to vote Yes. "You've worked hard, you've persisted, and you've been courageous," he said in a live-streamed news conference watched by thousands. "I know the last few months have been tough. But it was our collective effort that made today possible." Contentious clause dropped Along with improvements in salary and extended health and dental benefits, the deal strikes out the contentious E80 clause around class size and composition, Iker said. He expressed hope the deal will lay a new path towards mending the union's tumultuous rapport with the province. "We'll also work hard to see if we can start developing a better relationship with this government and any government." Administrators anticipate that Monday would be the earliest schools could open, but boards will make their own decisions, likely resulting in a staggered start to the fall term. Vancouver School Board chairwoman Patti Bacchus said if the contract is approved, the board will launch classes as quickly as possible. Principals have already been making preparations, she said. "We're fairly well-prepared," Bacchus said, adding many teachers still have to tidy up from June because the strike began two weeks before summer break. "It's going to be bumpy for sure and people are going to have to be a little bit patient, but I know there's a great desire to get back." Education Minister Peter Fassbender said the ministry was working with superintendents to make up the lost time, with a special emphasis on ensuring Grade 11 and 12 students' needs will be accommodated. Iker panned the cancellation of professional development days as a route to the remedy. 'This is going to be a very different year' Ig Cheung, a long-time teacher in Surrey, said he's relieved by the negotiated agreement and intends to read it closely before deciding on his vote. "I'm just hoping we haven't given up too much," he said. Chung said that with morale waning on the picket lines, he's not certain all his colleagues will return to the job wholeheartedly. "This is going to be a very different year," he said. "Some teachers, after all this, may just go and teach. They (will) forego extracurriculars like running clubs, coaching teams." Representing parents, Nicole Makohoniuk, president of the B.C. Confederation of Parent Advisory Councils, said the body wants future negotiations to begin well in advance of the contract's expiry date. She hopes that will help speed the healing process. "B.C. still has the top education program, in my opinion, in Canada. I think (teachers) move forward," she said. "They move on. Yes, they're hurt, and yes, they forgive, but they don't forget. That's the biggest thing." Grade 12 student Queena Zeng said she expects everyone is feeling overwhelmed, but she's optimistic that moods will brighten once classes get into gear. "At the end of the day, everyone has to try to get back together," she said. "It's not just the teachers, but also the students and the admin. Everyone working together." Talks resumed last week as a group of unions offered $8.5 million in loans and donations to struggling teachers, while the government softened its opposition to back-to-work legislation. B.C. governments of all political affiliations have struggled with the BCTF for control over educational policy for decades, resulting in the present-day work stoppage that takes the title of longest provincewide strike in its history. _ Follow @TamsynBurgmann on Twitter Close  B.C. Teachers' Strike 2014 of   Coquitlam teachers get information before voting on a contract deal with the province on Sept. 18, 2014. Coquitlam teachers gather to vote on the contract deal with the province on Sept. 18, 2014. Teachers celebrate news of a tentative deal in their contract dispute with the province on Sept. 16, 2014. Jim Iker, president of the B.C. Teachers' Federation, recommended members ratify the tentative deal at a news conference in Vancouver on Sept. 16, 2014. Premier Christy Clark beamed and patted Education Minister Peter Fassbender on the back as she thanked students and parents for their patience at a news conference on Sept. 16, 2014. A teacher holds a sign referring to mediator Vince Ready. Teachers in Kelowna were all smiles on Sept. 16, 2014 as they welcomed news a tentative deal was reached between their union and the province. The bargaining team and table officers of the B.C. Teachers' Federation at the Delta Hotel where a tentative deal was reached on Sept. 16, 2014. Parents rallied and marched in downtown Vancouver on Sept. 14, 2014 to support striking public teachers. Striking teachers bundle up in Fort Nelson on Sept. 12, 2014. Click here for full coverage of the contract dispute. A rally in Kamloops on Sept. 8, 2014. Executives of the B.C. Teachers' Federation thank other unions for their support. A rally in Abbotsford on Sept. 5, 2014. Hundreds rallied at Vancouver's Canada Place on Sept. 5, 2014. McGee Secondary School classrooms in Vancouver sit empty on Sept. 5, 2014 during what was supposed to be the first week of school. A reporter tries to ask a question as B.C. Premier Christy Clark and Education Minister Peter Fassbender talk about the ongoing teachers' dispute at a news conference in Vancouver on Sept. 3, 2014. B.C. Premier Christy Clark and Education Minister Peter Fassbender leave a news conference after talking about the ongoing teachers' dispute in Vancouver on Sept.3, 2014. B.C students who are missing public school because of the teachers' strike rallied in front of the Vancouver Art Gallery on Sept. 2, 2014 against the job action. Emma Jackson, 14, entering Grade 10 at Windermere Secondary School, holds a sign with purposely misspelled words. Cleo Petric-Neighbour, left, and her friend Milan Gill, both six years old and entering Grade 1 at Lord Roberts Elementary School hold signs at the Vancouver rally. Ray Stewart, a teacher from Keating Elementary Saanich School district, joins parents, teachers and politicians rallying for B.C. education dubbed "Christy's Class" during a teach-in on the B.C. Legislature lawn in Victoria, B.C., Sept. 2, 2014 during what should be the first day of classes across the province. Kids draw chalk outlines as they join with their parents, teachers and politicians rally on the B.C. Legislature lawn in Victoria, B.C., September 2, 2014 during what should be the first day of classes across the province. Teachers walk the picket line outside the Britannia Secondary and Elementary Schools in Vancouver on Tuesday, Sept. 2, 2014. Teachers man the picket line outside the Britannia Secondary and Elementary Schools in Vancouver, B.C. Tuesday, Sept. 2, 2014. B.C. Teachers' Federation (BCTF) President Jim Iker speaks to the media regarding the ongoing teachers strike outside the Britannia Secondary and Elementary Schools in Vancouver on Tuesday, Sept. 2, 2014. Terri Scott, a sub-local president in Stewart, B.C., gets an unexpected picket line visitor on Aug. 29, 2014. B.C. Education Minister Peter Fassbender speaks about the teachers' strike and confirms classes at public school will not begin as scheduled, during a news conference in Vancouver, B.C., on Sunday Aug. 31, 2014. Mediator Vince Ready arrives at exploratory talks in the B.C. teachers' dispute on Aug. 28, 2014. After two days, he walked away from the meetings, saying the two sides were still too far apart for mediation to begin. B.C. Teachers' Federation president Jim Iker listens to a reporter's question in Victoria, B.C. on Aug. 27, 2014 after a meeting with all sides in the teachers' contract dispute at the legislature in Victoria. Education Minister Peter Fassbender speaks to media in Victoria, B.C., Aug. 27, 2014. A face-to-face meeting between all sides in the strike by public school teachers was held at the legislature in Victoria. Click here for full coverage of the contract dispute. B.C. senior government negotiator Peter Cameron speaks to media in Victoria, B.C. on Aug. 27, 2014 after a meeting with all sides in the teachers' contract dispute at the legislature in Victoria. Teachers rally in Kamloops where their union was holding its summer meeting on Aug. 24, 2014. Teachers gather in Campbell River on Aug. 8, 2014. Pickets have been held every Wednesday in Vernon. The Creston Valley Teachers' Association have been picketing in August. Saanich teachers were out raising support for their cause in early August. Rally in Vanderhoof. Rally in Vanderhoof. Rally in Vanderhoof. Teachers hold signs in Fort Nelson. A picket line in Kamloops-Thompson on Aug. 7, 2014. Teachers picket in front of Conrad Elementary School in Prince Rupert on Aug. 5, 2014. Teachers picket in Creston, B.C. on July 29, 2014. Gwen Floyd, centre, and her sons Quinlan Floyd, 5, dressed as Batman and Aidan Floyd, 9, dressed as a police officer, walk the picket line with teachers Brigitte Boily, left, Matthew McBride and Olivier Salvas, far right, outside L'Ecole Bilingue Elementary School on the first day of a full-scale walkout by B.C. public school teachers in Vancouver on June 17, 2014. Dressed as a police officer Aidan Floyd, 9, left, and his brother Quinlan Floyd, 5, dressed as Batman, walk with striking teachers and their mom, Gwen Floyd outside L'Ecole Bilingue Elementary School on the first day of a full-scale walkout by B.C. public school teachers in Vancouver on June 17, 2014. From left to right, Caroline Lichimo, a Grade 1 teacher, Lyse Cote, a teacher librarian, and Ginaya Peters, who teaches French immersion to special needs students, talk while sitting on the picket line outside Lord Tennyson Elementary School on the first day of a full-scale walkout by B.C. public school teachers in Vancouver on June 17, 2014. B.C. Education Minister Peter Fassbender walks to meet reporters in Vancouver on the first day of a full-scale walkout by B.C. public school teachers. B.C. Education Minister Peter Fassbender speaks about the status of bargaining with the teachers' union on June 17, 2014. Hundreds of B.C. teachers, parents and other union supporters rallied on the lawn of the B.C. legislature on June 16, 2014 in Victoria to protest against Premier Christy Clark and the government's latest contract offer. Click here for stories on the contract dispute. B.C. Teachers' Federation head Jim Iker speaks to media on the first day of the union's full-scale walkout on June 17, 2014. Teachers walk the picket line in Fort Nelson, B.C. on the first day of the full-scale strike on June 17, 2014. Teachers walk the picket line in Fort Nelson, B.C. on June 17, 2014. Teachers walk the picket line in Burnaby, B.C. on June 17, 2014. Teachers walk the picket line in Burnaby, B.C. on June 17, 2014. A rally in support of the BCTF was held in Victoria on June 16. A rally in support of the BCTF was held in Victoria on June 16. Hundreds of teachers rally at Bill Copeland Arena in Burnaby on June 16, 2014. Hundreds of teachers rally in Burnaby on June 16, 2014. Hundreds of teachers rally in Burnaby on June 16, 2014. Hundreds of teachers rally in Burnaby on June 16, 2014. Hundreds of teachers rally in Burnaby on June 16, 2014. Hundreds of teachers rally in Burnaby on June 16, 2014. Hundreds of teachers rally in Burnaby on June 16, 2014. Students use protest signs referencing the "Harry Potter" franchise and B.C. Education Minister Peter Fassbender. A crowd rallies in front of the Vancouver office of the B.C. Public School Employers' Association on June 10, 2014. A crowd rallies in front of the Vancouver office of the B.C. Public School Employers' Association on June 10, 2014. A crowd rallies in front of the Vancouver office of the B.C. Public School Employers' Association on June 10, 2014. A crowd rallies in front of the Vancouver office of the B.C. Public School Employers' Association on June 10, 2014. A crowd rallies in front of the Vancouver office of the B.C. Public School Employers' Association on June 10, 2014. A crowd rallies in front of the Vancouver office of the B.C. Public School Employers' Association on June 10, 2014. A crowd rallies in front of the Vancouver office of the B.C. Public School Employers' Association on June 10, 2014. NDP MLA Adrian Dix addresses the crowd at a rally in front of the Vancouver office of the B.C. Public School Employers' Association on June 10, 2014. A record turnout of teachers voted on escalating job action to a full-scale strike on June 9/10, 2014. A record turnout of teachers voted on escalating job action to a full-scale strike on June 9/10, 2014. A crowd rallies in Victoria on June 10, 2014. Teachers in Vancouver eat their lunch on the street because they're locked out during their midday break. Hundreds attend a rally in Surrey, B.C. on June 7, 2014 to support teachers in their contract dispute with the province. Hundreds attend a rally in Surrey, B.C. on June 7, 2014 to support teachers in their contract dispute with the province. Hundreds attend a rally in Surrey, B.C. on June 7, 2014 to support teachers in their contract dispute with the province. Hundreds attend a rally in Surrey, B.C. on June 7, 2014 to support teachers in their contract dispute with the province. Hundreds attend a rally in Surrey, B.C. on June 7, 2014 to support teachers in their contract dispute with the province. Hundreds attend a rally in Surrey, B.C. on June 7, 2014 to support teachers in their contract dispute with the province. Hundreds attend a rally in Surrey, B.C. on June 7, 2014 to support teachers in their contract dispute with the province. Hundreds attend a rally in Surrey, B.C. on June 7, 2014 to support teachers in their contract dispute with the province. Hundreds attend a rally in Surrey, B.C. on June 7, 2014 to support teachers in their contract dispute with the province. Hundreds attend a rally in Surrey, B.C. on June 7, 2014 to support teachers in their contract dispute with the province. Parents support teachers on the picket line in Summerland on June 6, 2014. Teachers take a stand in Pemberton on June 6, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Students show their support for B.C. teachers on the steps of the Vancouver Art Gallery. Students at John Oliver Secondary School in Vancouver walked out of class on June 4, 2014 to protest being put in the middle of the contract dispute between teachers and the province. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Students at John Oliver Secondary School in Vancouver walked out of class on June 4, 2014 to protest being put in the middle of the contract dispute between teachers and the province. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Students in Campbell River walked out of class on June 4, 2014 to protest being put in the middle of the contract dispute between teachers and the province. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers rally in Comox, B.C. on June 3, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Members from the BCTF francophonie local picket outside Ecole Au Coeur De L'ile in Comox. Members of the B.C. Federation of Labour and Canadian Labour Congress gather to support teachers outside Cambie Secondary School in Richmond, B.C. on June 2, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Members of CUPE join teachers on the picket line at Mitchell Elementary in Richmond, B.C. on June 2, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Union leaders speak to media on June 2, 2014 in Richmond, B.C. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers picket in West Kelowna on June 2, 2014. B.C. Teachers' Federal president Jim Iker speaks to teachers outside Princess Margaret School in Surrey on May 29, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Striking outside the Invergarry Adult Education Centre in Surrey, B.C. on May 29, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. B.C. Teachers' Federal president Jim Iker speaks to teachers outside Invergarry Adult Education Centre in Surrey on May 29, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers wave to supporters outside Valleyview Secondary School in Kamloops on May 28, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers picket in Kamloops on May 28, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. A student shows support for teachers in Kamloops on May 28, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. A teacher pickets on horseback in 150 Mile House on May 27, 2014. A sign posted on a classroom door at Vancouver Technical Secondary School. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers rally during rush hour in Kelowna on May 27, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Kelowna teachers wore pink and rallied from the city's overpasses on May 27, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. A sign of support for B.C. teachers from a house in Kelowna. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers in Richmond pass time on the 3:30 a.m. shift on the picket line on May 27, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Students and parents left a message for teachers in Richmond on May 27, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. On the picket line with an effigy of B.C. Premier Christy Clark at Kitsilano Secondary School on May 26, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. A student from City School speaks to a teacher on the picket line in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. On the picket line at Kitsilano Secondary School on May 26, 2014. Click here for more on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. A teacher on strike at Britannia Secondary School in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Click here for more on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers stand under the sign for Templeton High School in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Click here for more on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers on strike speak to a supporter outside Templeton Secondary School in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Ryan Tanabe, left, a teacher, and his father Rod Tanabe, a counsellor teacher at Killarney Secondary School, walk the picket line outside the school in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Click here for more on the B.C. teachers contract dispute. Teachers in the central Okanagan were part of rotating strikes on May 27, 2014. These are educators from Constable Neil Bruce Middle School in West Kelowna. Supporters of B.C. teachers rally in the Sooke School District. Surrey teachers pose with their growing pile of marking during the first day of rotating strikes. Teachers picket in New Westminster on May 26, the first day of rotating strikes in a contract dispute with the province. Grade 12 Eric Hamber Secondary student Sarah Bercic wears a T-shirt supporting B.C. teachers. Teachers picket in Penticton on May 26, the first day of rotating strikes in a contract dispute with the province. Anya Prokopeva, 8, a Grade 3 student in New Westminister, and her mom Julie Prokopeva, right, a member of the support staff at Killarney Secondary School, pass by striking teachers as they leave after walking the picket line outside the school in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Anya Prokopeva, 8, a Grade 3 student in New Westminister, uses a strike sign for shade rests as her mom Julie Prokopeva, a member of the support staff at Killarney Secondary School, walks a picket line outside the school in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. One of the earliest picket lines on the first day of the teachers' walkout was in Golden, B.C., which is in the Mountain time zone. Jim Iker, president of the B.C. Teachers' Federation, speaks to reporters on May 26, the first day of rotating strikes, at Vancouver's Charles Dickens Elementary. Jim Iker, president of the B.C. Teachers' Federation, speaks to reporters on May 26, the first day of rotating strikes, at Vancouver's Charles Dickens Elementary. Jim Iker, president of the B.C. Teachers' Federation, speaks to reporters on May 26, the first day of rotating strikes, at Vancouver's Charles Dickens Elementary. Striking teachers man a picket line outside Killarney Secondary School in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Public school teachers across British Columbia started rotating strikes Monday, a move that will put more than half a million students out of class for one day each this week. B.C. NDP Leader John Horgan poses with teachers in the Sooke School District. A rally in Coquitlam on May 25. Premier Christy Clark's face is seen on anti-bullying T-shirts at a rally in Coquitlam. Surrey teachers at Johnston Heights Secondary rally on May 23, 2014.  Share  Tweet  ✖ Advertisement Share this ✖ close Current Slide More: BC Teachers Strike BC Teachers Vince Ready Bc Teachers Deal BC Politics Teacher Strike Bc Bc Teachers Strike Deal Video Bc Teacher Strike Cp Deal Teachers Strike B.C. Teachers Strike 2014 Bc Education Teachers Strike BC Bc Teacher Strike 2014 Christy Clark Teachers Strike Bc 2014 Suggest a correction Around the Web B.C. Teachers' Strike: Businesses Under Boycott Threat For Legal Intervention B.C. Teachers' Strike Picket Hit By 'Mini Tornado' (VIDEO)   Click here to view Conversations Conversations Most Popular It's Time For B.C. Teachers To Stop Lying To Parents Submitted LOOK: B.C. Killer Whales From A Whole New Angle Vancouver Aquarium/NOAA LOOK: Dreamy B.C. Farmhouse For Sale devonowen.com Convicted Rapist Charged In B.C. Teen's Killing RCMP Mall's New Play Area Has iPads. Just iPads. Facebook PHOTOS: Jeep Does Doughnuts. Jeep Gets Stuck. River Wins. Matthew Van Deventer LOOK: Visionary Vancouver Buildings (And They're Stunning Too) Nic Lehoux WATCH: 'You're The Most Unusual Fishing Partner I've Ever Had' YouTube Aboriginal 'Watchman' Opened Sacred Burial Boxes For Tourists Katya Palladina/CP Police Search For Missing B.C. Teen's Killer RCMP Treetops Near West Vancouver Home Lead To Lawsuit clarencedebelle.com B.C. Jail Sex Trial Hears Detachment Was Like Locker Room Andy Sacks via Getty Images First Signs Of Human Life In Canada May Be Here CP/UVic WATCH: Hangry Girlfriend Just Wants Her Damn Breakfast Shawn Anderson 3-Time Olympic Gold Medallist Joins Vancouver Police meghanagosta.com 5 Must-See Films At VIFF 2014 viff.org Teachers Shut Out Of B.C. Liberal Fundraiser After 'Security' Concerns Twitter How BC Ferries Could Save Over $9M Annually CP 'You Know He's Going To Re-Offend' Facebook WATCH: Dozens Of B.C. Whales Leave Boaters Gasping YouTube FOLLOW HUFFPOST Email Email Address Options HuffPost Daily Brief British Columbia Get top stories and blog posts emailed to me each day.. Facebook HuffPost British Columbia Twitter HuffPost Follow British Columbia Follow Google Plus HuffPost British Columbia RSS The Huffington Post British Columbia All RSS / Feeds Phone Available on the App Store Android App on Google Play Get it at Blackberry App World Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search advertise log in make HuffPost your home page RSS careers FAQ user agreement privacy policy comment policy about us about our ads contact us Copyright ©2014 TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. "The Huffington Post" is a registered trademark of TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. All rights reserved. Part of HPMG News Use this form to alert a HuffPost editor about a factual or typographical error in this story. Notify message * Required * * * What kind of error is this? Choose an option Factual or typographical Comment moderation problem Rights and permissions Other * What is the correction? 0 count Describe the error here (1,000 character limit) * Type the words below so we know you are not a cyborg Sign me up for The Huffington Post's Daily Brief Thank you!)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2014/09/response-to-sandy-garossino.html?showComment0751410987415754,Staffroom Confidential: Response to Sandy Garossino Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Wednesday, September 17, 2014 Response to Sandy Garossino A number of teachers have pointed to a string of tweets by Sandy Garossino, who spoke so eloquently about the meaning of Justice Griffin's decision during our strike. I very much respect and appreciate her support for teachers and careful explanation of the court case to the public. However I do disagree with her analysis on our bargaining situation. Here are my responses to her arguments: My assessment is that what you achieved is very close to the highest negotiated settlement possible for you, if not the highest. #bced At the decisive moments it is very normal for those who are taking risks to feel nervous, fearful and uncertain. The art of negotiation is not to blink just at this moment. Yes, this government has a very different agenda than teachers. Yes, this is an extremely difficult bargaining situation. But teachers, workers and citizens have not ever made substantial gains in easy conditions. It always takes risk and sacrifice to win improvements to public services. The history of the labour movement demonstrates that taking risks in seemingly impossible situations is what has won historic gains. The eight hour day, maternity leave, health and safety rights - none of these came easily. We are in an era of massive inequality in which the small few who benefit from privatizing public services are pushing very hard to substantively undermine public education. This isn't just in BC, it is around the world, typified in the Global Education Reform Movement (GERM). It won't be easy, but we will never win if we don't try. One of the most destructive aspects of litigation is the fantasy that there's a clear or certain path to victory & you just hv to find it. I actually don't usually support legal strategies to make gains for public services - I agree they are limited. But the path of the tentative agreement is exactly the one government wants: Limited new monies for public education (which can be taken somewhere else...through yet more downloading of costs onto school boards); silencing the most eloquent critics of privatization and underfunding, the teachers, for five years; eliminating the need to ever implement the court case in the event government loses. I don't have illusions in a clear or certain path. But every victory requires risk and courage. If you never take that path, you never reach your goal. Teachers: You have a LOT TO LOSE if you reject this deal and proceed directly to appeal. This cannot be overstated. #bcpoli #bced We have a lot to lose if we do take this deal. More educational change aimed at privatizing a public system with no teacher action/negotiations to challenge those changes; More years of chronic underfunding, teacher stress and burnout and lost opportunities for children; A repeat of this bargaining round when the "re-opener" happens if we win the court case. I am not convinced this deal is any/much better than a legislated agreement which would be the absolute worst case scenario. They cannot legislate away the court decision - it would be illegal and would hurt their case on appeal. I have no trust that the small additional dollars in the Education Fund will translate into more teachers. It is fundamentally the same as the LIF, and during the years of the LIF, teacher numbers have decreased. This is what our own union has documented. Now is not the time to blink. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 10:43 AM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 12 comments: Greg McLeodSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:07 AM I'm not a teacher, but I think teachers have to vote no to this deal. If members aren't financially able to keep striking, voting no and returning to work under no contract is a better option than agreeing to a "re-opener", or anything else that threatens having the class size and composition language reinstated.ReplyDelete M NelsonSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:26 PM I agree. Once again, our union is willing to settle for too little, too soon. We need new union leadership.ReplyDelete Replies RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 4:51 PM The opposite. The government could wait much longer than teachers could. If you're unhappy with the deal you should ask your union leadership why they thought it was a good idea to go into a prolonged strike without a strike fund. There's a lot that can be accomplished in the negotiations, but I think it was always unrealistic for the BCTF to think it could overturn the results of the election through job action.Delete Reply BlairSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:43 PM Tara, your answer to tweet three doesn't consider the reality that a lot of younger teachers and two-teacher families faced which was that a fight to the death was going to be a lot worse on the teachers' side than on the government's. The government is not going to the polls for two-three years but teachers need to pay bills right now. We are lucky to be a one teacher, one non-teacher family. Between one earner and with savings we might make it to December before we had mortgage issues. We have friends who will not make it to October, let alone December. The old adage about taking what you can now and living to fight another day really looks pretty reasonable in our household. Your suggestion that we vote no and go back to work is not likely to work because right now the government knows they are in the best position they will ever be to hold the BCTF's feet to the fire. They have no need to let Teachers go back to work without a contract because they would be able to wave a red flag to the public blaming teachers for any continued strike. They would also thrive on the weakness of a union that went into a strike with no strike fund and then couldn't get their teachers to vote for the agreed-upon deal. It would be the perfect opportunity to break the BCTF once and for all. ReplyDelete Replies Carol SapergiaSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:56 PM I don't see the government locking us out if we went back without a contract... wouldn't that just garner support for teachers (those we.may lose briefly for voting no on the deal tomorrow)?Delete BlairSeptember 17, 2014 at 2:06 PM It would certainly garner support for the teachers....in the long run. But in the short run the gov't would have a boost because the teachers' voted against their negotiating team/executive's recommendations. Most importantly, the gov't doesn't need to last a long time. As I noted, finances are so bad for a lot of teachers that another three-four weeks is all it will take to bankrupt a small but not-too-small percentage of the membership. Those teachers are not going down without a fight and if they feel it was the union that failed them the results could be problematic for the BCTF. Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:07 PM There would only be a partial lockout if the teachers return to limited job action. Without that I highly doubt the government would do anything of the sort.Delete Reply UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:09 PM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete René MarcelSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:08 PM I have listened to Glen Hansman's comments placed insensitively as "counterpoint" to Tara's on CBC radio. I've watched video clips from both sides, from teachers, and parents and read what I can of the details of our agreement for ratification. I found out that Vince Ready pushed hard for a deal with a threat that the momentum would lost because he had to fly back east to Toronto on Tuesday for a few days. My soccer friends have asked me if it's a good deal. My wife knows that the money put into this deal comes almost entirely from the money saved by not paying teachers on picket lines. Then my 12 year-old son asked me a question that has both bothered me and helped me to decide which way I will vote. He asked, "So dad, if we go back to school will there still be (like) thirty kids and EA's coming in and out of my class all the time?" Thank you Tara for being a voice that reflects the long term reason why we stand up for public education. The Committee should be recommending that we go back to work and vote "no" so that our chance of having the better working conditions we had prior to 2002 can exist for our future grads, including my sons.ReplyDelete inschoinschoolSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:30 PM Class size and composition were the key points that we went out for, and should be the key consideration in deciding to go back (by voting yes). It would be unrealistic to think that in this round of negotiation we would be able to dramatically affect them, but what we did accomplish is the ability to maintain the fight when the clear objective of the government was to gain complete control over class size and composition. We thwarted that attempt, and kept the path open for the court case to run its course. Moreover, we gained clear language in the re-opener clause that the starting point of negotiations will from the stripped 2002 language. That's a big win. In this round, governments starting point was from the current, but ironically non-existant language struck by Justice Griffin. Add to that the thwarting of changes to teacher evaluation, and calendar and hours of work, and I think our bargaining team made a significant accomplishment. I don't for a second believe that we made enough gains to "fix" the system, give students the support they deserve, or pay teachers enough to maintain purchasing power. But I do believe that if we vote no, we open the door for big losses. Both in terms of control of the education system, and public support. I'm happy to take our modest gains, live to fight another day, and carry the support we've mobilized for continued pressure to make positive changes to public education. I'll be voting yes.ReplyDelete Replies René MarcelSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:51 PM The re-opener clause is a benefit only to the employer as it has been used by them since at least 1992 and, in this particular agreement proposal sets out to limit the ability of the union to use the court decision(s) to set negotiations on class size and composition from the standards and formula set prior to 2002. It is, as a colleague put it, "E80 with lipstick." Delete Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:54 PM The "starting point" is useless if it isn't implemented. Government just has to wait us out, which they love to do, because we get no pay increases while that happens. We've had the right to bargain CSC since 2013. Bill 22 actually put it back after two years. The reopener is not a "big win". It is a concession. What we want is if the court puts the language back, to have the language back. With the reopener, if the court puts the language back, we have to bargain the language back. That's less likely then than it would be today. There is not much to lose in this agreement. 10 minutes prep for elementary and $275 in benefit improvements. That's all I see.Delete Reply Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ▼  September (9) Reflections on the BC Teacher Strike BC Teacher strike - Lessons learned Response to Sandy Garossino Will the Education Fund improve classroom conditio... Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Class composition: a human rights perspective Class size and composition - a short visual histor... Guest post - I WILL HOLD THE LINE Teachers - let your leadership know it is time to ... ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141008,thetyee.ca,http://thetyee.ca/Opinion/2014/06/21/Mair-For-Civil-Disobedience/,Rafe Mair: Why I'm for Massive Civil Disobedience | The Tyee About Advertise Follow Support RSS Topic Aboriginal Affairs BC Election 2013 BC Politics Education Energy Environment Federal Politics Film Food Gender + Sexuality Health Housing Labour + Industry Local Economy Media Municipal Politics Music Photo Essays Podcasts Politics Rights + Justice Science + Tech Transportation Travel Urban Planning + Architecture News Culture Opinion National MediaCheck Solutions Join Craving crack civic election coverage? Help fund it... Opinion Rafe Mair: Why I'm for Massive Civil Disobedience Gateway approved, now 'British Columbians will learn the stuff they're made of.' By Rafe Mair, 21 Jun 2014, TheTyee.ca   Tweet Protest against Enbridge pipeline on steps of BC Legislature, October 22, 2012. Photo by Bruce Dean from Your BC: The Tyee Photo Pool. Three Political Paths to Stop Northern Gateway Federal approval handed huge power to British Columbians. Our job is to get organized. Only Election Votes Can Stop Northern Gateway Pipeline petitioners miss fundamental flaws of BC's 'citizens' initiative' process. Deep Reading on Enbridge Northern Gateway What did Harper just approve? Ten years of Tyee coverage on the controversial plan to pipe Alberta bitumen to BC's north coast. Read more: Federal Politics, BC Politics, Environment, The Conservative government's decision to approve the Northern Gateway pipeline is the greatest threat to national unity since the Quebec crisis in 1995. It is reminiscent of Pierre Trudeau's National Energy Program of 1980 except in that case the program could be and was cancelled. It is, simply put, an "up yours" to our province. What we must understand is that there will be spills and serious spills along this pipeline. This is a certainty. Enbridge's own record demonstrates this but the law of averages makes it certain. It's worse than that. Because of the terrain over which the pipeline would go, access to the spills is all but denied. One only has to look at a map to see that there is no more hostile territory in the world for a pipeline. It gets worse still. Enbridge's record in cleaning up spills is appalling. Perhaps the worst example goes back to just under four years ago with the Kalamazoo spill in Michigan -- a spill of diluted bitumen, like what Gateway would carry. It has yet to be cleaned up. Bitumen, unlike ordinary crude oils, is probably incapable of being cleaned up on land and certainly seems to be incapable of being cleaned up in water. This is the stuff with which we are dealing. When it comes to tanker traffic the problem is even worse. The odds of a serious tanker spill are all but certain. When that happens it will be catastrophic for the province of British Columbia. Let's first look at this from the perspective of First Nations. I can only assume from my experience in these matters and talking to First Nations leaders that they are dead serious in opposing this pipeline absolutely. This is not simply a case of being consulted. They emphatically say that this won't happen on their territories. Environmentally, they have too much to lose. This is an extremely serious problem for the federal government. There is no question in my mind that First Nations will use every method at their disposal to oppose this pipeline, including civil disobedience. 'Tories are ruined in BC' Now let's look at the politics of the matter. Perhaps the only cheery news out of this whole mess is that the Tories are ruined in British Columbia. There will now be 42 seats in Parliament from British Columbia and I frankly cannot see a single safe one for the Conservatives. Much can change between now and next year when the election is held but it's going to have to change dramatically before the Conservative Party has a chance. The question then is who will profit politically. Both the Liberals and the NDP say that they would void the decision if they became government. First of all, I simply do not trust the Liberals. Justin Trudeau is capable of saying almost anything that will be make him become prime minister. He still needs the support of the non-left. I believe it will be hard for him to maintain this decision if he becomes PM. This is an easy promise to make but a very difficult one to keep. I have never trusted the Liberals to keep their promises. I suppose I don't trust any political party to do so, but the Liberals less than most. They have a huge need for seats in central Canada and those seats come from areas that traditionally support large industry where the jobs come from and where people have the money to support them. I have no doubt that the New Democrats mean what they say. The trouble is that Thomas Mulcair is highly unlikely to ever be the prime minister of Canada. Still, from a British Columbia point of view, NDP MPs in Parliament will at least speak out for this province. 'Clark's five conditions make no sense' Now let's look at the provincial scene. Premier Clark's five conditions make no sense. Of course a bribe will be offered in due course -- this goes without saying. That it doesn't come from royalties due to Alberta is neither here nor there. One way or another the feds and Alberta will see that a sweetener comes our way. Is that what this is all about? The size of the bribe? Are we simply prostitutes haggling over the price? The reason given by Ms. Clark for opposing Gateway is fraudulent -- namely, that there must be "world class" cleanup methods available. Those words are weasel words and mean absolutely nothing. As already indicated there is no way you can clean up anyway no matter what class the proposals fall into. Of course Enbridge will claim it has "world class" cleanup techniques but these words, like "mitigation," mean simply a cop out. Ms. Clark would be very wise to cancel this condition and simply say that she is opposed because any damage caused cannot be cleaned up. Premier Clark is in a very difficult position. The election of 2017, which seems so far away, in political terms is right on the horizon. The delays that would attach to this pipeline proposal in any event will take matters forward to 2017 very quickly. Ms. Clark has staked her government's future on LNG and huge amounts of revenue pouring into B.C.'s coffers by the time of the next election. I believe that this is a snare and a delusion and that Ms. Clark is coming to realize that. This means that she cannot go into the next election with that the only thing going for her. But matters get more difficult than that. From now until 2017 the NDP will be as one in declaring their opposition to Gateway. The public of British Columbia are, in my opinion, opposed to the pipeline and this opposition will only grow. The Liberals, already in some political trouble, simply cannot allow the NDP to have this issue all for themselves. What about the NDP? Their job is to keep opposing but not get hysterical. It's a long time to keep on one issue and their job will be to be clear in their opposition, yet disciplined. Referendum 'a massive task' It is always difficult to assess public opinion based on a scattering of polls. I base my opinion simply on a gut feeling coming from having lived in this province a very long time. It takes me back to the Charlottetown accord in 1992, when from the outset I predicted that British Columbia would vote massively against it. The issues are not all that dissimilar -- although we are a nation, provinces have the right to protect their own interests. The constitution of the country clearly gives us that right and no one should be surprised if we exercise it. My sense is that the public of B.C. will, with respect to the pipeline, be against it massively as they were against the Charlottetown accord. The Dogwood Initiative, an environmental group, is bravely trying to get a referendum going. Under B.C. law this is so difficult to achieve as to be nigh unto impossible. They must get 10 per cent of the registered voters, as of the last voters list, in every riding of B.C. -- a massive task. I certainly support them in their efforts and urge everyone else to do so. Still it is a long shot. From Premier Clark's point of view it makes a lot of sense for her government to hold a referendum as they did with HST. It would be a courageous move because the federal government would raise hell. The public, however, even those in favour of the pipeline, would have a hard time opposing the taking of the opinion of the people. If the referendum were to substantially oppose the pipeline, as I believe it would, it would arm Premier Clark not only in her negotiations and discussions with the federal government and other parts of Canada, but it would give her a great weapon in the 2017 provincial election. A word about the conditions imposed upon Enbridge by the Joint Review Panel. They total 209, of which 113 must be met before construction starts. Unfortunately conditions imposed upon industry are seldom paid any attention to. One only need look at these so-called run of rivers projects in British Columbia to see the truth of what I've just said. The companies in those cases have paid little if any attention to the regulations and when they are breached the government pays no attention. Big industry has huge clout right down to the law enforcement level. In any event, long before the review panel finished its hearings the prime minister announced his government's support of Gateway. To remove all doubt of where the government stands, the yappy finance minister, Joe Oliver, voices support continually. It's pretty difficult to believe that a condition can change that. Moreover, the Tory cabinet has approved the project. How the hell do the Tories walk away from that commitment? 'With every sinew in our fibre' As a British Columbian I am appalled that my national government would impose this catastrophe upon my province without any consultation with its citizens. The process, the Joint Review Panel, is a fraud. The only issue to be determined there is whether or not environmental changes can be made to the project. The question as to whether or not the people want the project in the first place is simply out of order. This will be the value of a referendum. If I am wrong on this matter the public will say so and that will be the end of the matter. I believe, and the federal government fears, that given the opportunity the public of British Columbia will massively reject this insult to their province. We have one of the most beautiful jurisdictions in the entire world. Once we get started on pipelines other similar projects will follow. We will become an industrial jurisdiction and the term "Beautiful British Columbia" will be a joke. When one thinks of it, isn't it just a little bit puzzling? Was it all that long ago that we had all decided in Canada that we would reduce our dependence on fossil fuels? Weren't we going to wean ourselves off oil and move to alternative sources of energy? Weren't we going to be a beacon for the world in changing our ways? What has happened to us? What's happened is the simple word: greed. The Canadian government has to deal with a lot of greed from industry that manifests itself in large political contributions without which parties could not run elections. No more complicated than that. The Northern Gateway pipeline is a terrible idea, and in my opinion, must be opposed with every sinew in our fibre, starting now. This must include massive civil disobedience. We must fully support First Nations in their struggles. As the days and months unfold, British Columbians will learn the stuff they're made of. Read more: Federal Politics, BC Politics, Environment, Rafe Mair writes a column for The Tyee every other week. Read his previous columns here. He is also a founding contributor to The Common Sense Canadian.   Tweet What have we missed? What do you think? We want to know. Comment below. Keep in mind: Do: Verify facts, debunk rumours Add context and background Spot typos and logical fallacies Highlight reporting blind spots Ignore trolls Treat all with respect and curiosity Connect with each other Do not: Use sexist, classist, racist or homophobic language Libel or defame Bully or troll Troll patrol. Instead, flag suspect activity. Please enable JavaScript to view the comments powered by Disqus. comments powered by Disqus LNG a chance, not a windfall, says BC throne speech Postmedia could soon own almost every English newspaper in Canada. What could possibly go wrong? VIEW: Voting for your principles is 'strategic voting' Petition opposes BC's 'potential muzzling' of non-profits More troubles for BC's big LNG plans Tirade at Tyee by immigration minister's top aide analyzed tweet by tweet Government slow to respond to FOIs? No need to tell Bob Mackin Converting ferries to LNG will save money, reduce fares: CEO See more » Tyee Video Picks Submitted by Tyee staff, Today Last chance to see 'The Vancouver Asahi' baseball story at VIFF. Where do these videos come from? From you. Suggest one here! Most Popular Can 'Cuisine' Make a Better School Lunch? What I Saw with a German Tour of the Oilsands Don't Give Postmedia More Local Monopolies First Nations 'Front and Centre Now': Pierre Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign How Much Do You Trust Canada's Wireless Giants? Christy Clark's No Pro at LNG Poker BC Filmmaking Duo Passes the Acid Test For Kids, the Meal Is the Message Most Emailed Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign For Kids, the Meal Is the Message Understanding Harper's Evangelical Mission Who'd Be a School Trustee in 2014? Why New Euro-Canada Treaty Is a Gift to Oil Firms BC Filmmaking Duo Passes the Acid Test We Must Heed Naomi Klein's Call China Deal Trumps Province, First Nations on Energy Projects: Treaty Expert Fired Researcher Who Killed Self Was Evaluating Drug Backed by Clark Climate Warriors Must Forge Stronger Alliances, Now Reported Elsewhere Postmedia could soon own almost every English newspaper in Canada (via DeSmog) Petronas CEO warns of 15-year delay to BC LNG project (via G&M) BC government apologizes for firing worker who later killed himself (via the Victoria Times-Colonist) From Tibet to Taiwan, China's outer regions watch Hong Kong protests intently (via the New York Times) It's a shame Jean-Claude Duvalier died a free man, says ex-UN prosecutor (via CBC News) Vancouver's cabbies take aim at Uber (via The Province) Keurig's coffee supremacy challenged by Canadian firm (via Yahoo! News) North and South Korea 'agree to talks' (via BBC News) See more » Your BC: The Tyee's Photo Pool Join The Tyee's Flickr group » View previous selections » Most Commented What I Saw with a German Tour of the Oil Sands (132 comments) Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign (76 comments) 'The Environment Is the Economy': MP Weston (106 comments) Fired Researcher Who Killed Self Was Evaluating Drug Backed by Clark (57 comments) Climate Warriors Must Forge Stronger Alliances, Now (53 comments) ISIS Threat: Let's Refuse to be Scared (79 comments) We Must Heed Naomi Klein's Call (309 comments) Christy Clark's No Pro at LNG Poker (38 comments) Six Steps to Protect Canadians from Flaws in China Trade Deal (128 comments) How Labour Unions Make Us Healthier (31 comments) About The Tyee National Pool Contributors Advertise Contact Funding Jobs Master Classes Privacy Policy Submissions Support The Tyee News Culture Opinion National Mediacheck Solutions Video Publications Tyee News Weekly Archives The Hook Other BC Blogs Reported Elsewhere Steve Burgess Murray Dobbin Michael Geist Crawford Kilian Rafe Mair Andrew Nikiforuk Shannon Rupp Bill Tieleman Dorothy Woodend Follow The Tyee Subscribe by email Subscribe by RSS Tyee Mobile App Managed Hosting by Gossamer Threads × Share article via email Send this article to: Your email address: Your message: Would you like to receive The Tyee's headlines free by email? Yes, every day. Yes, once a week. I already subscribe. No, thanks. Submit Show form again » Close)
(20141007,www.huffingtonpost.ca,http://www.huffingtonpost.ca/carolyn-moeller/bc-schools-funding_b_5824988.html?utm_hp_ref=tw,Do B.C. Parents Have To Buy Toilet Paper Soon As Part Of School Supplies? | Carolyn Moeller View mobile site October 7, 2014 Huffpost Canada British Columbia ca Edition: ca Show/Hide Brasil BR Canada CA Deutschland DE España ES France FR Italia IT 日本 (Japan) JP 한국 (Korea) KR Maghreb MG United Kingdom UK United States US Region: BC Show/Hide All Canada Alberta British Columbia Québec (en français) Follow Newsletters Get Canada British ColumbiaNewsletters Email address Enter Email Address Huffington Post Search Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search iOS app Android app More Log in Create Account Notifications 0 $USERNAME Profile Settings Logout FRONT PAGE Politics Ford Still Doesn't Understand Racism 51 Unvetted Judge Joins Supreme Court 43 Kenney Posts Photos Of Iraqi Children To Make Case For ISIL Airstrikes 91 Clinton: Canadian Help In ISIL Fight 'Indispensable' 44 Canadians Left In A Fog Of War 42 Go to Politics More in Politics The Pulse Stephen Harper You Might Also Like US Politics UK Politics Business Porn Company Has A Raunchy Deal For Air Canada Pilots 3 Sun News Just Lost Its Main Source Of Content; What Now? 49 Canadian Cities Surprisingly Unpopular Destinations For Workers 0 This Is How You Rack Up U.S. Roaming Charges While In Canada 14 Look What China Might Actually Build 47 Go to Business More in Business Small Business Money You Might Also Like Tech TechCrunch Autoblog WorldPost Spanish Nurse First To Contract Ebola Outside West Africa 518 It's Been 3 Weeks Since Anyone's Seen Kim And Rumors Are Swirling 91 3 New Findings On ISIS Weapons That You Should Know About 0 Kurds Face Massacre In Syrian Border Town As Turkey Just Watches 334 American Held Hostage By ISIS: 'I Am Obviously Pretty Scared To Die' 70 Go to WorldPost More in WorldPost Foreign Affairs World Elections Arab Uprising Afghanistan War Syria Crisis You Might Also Like Travel Impact Living 100 Pumpkin Carvings That Will Inspire You 0 Fried Maple Leaves Are A Delicacy In Japan, And We're Jealous 6 WATCH: HuffPost Readers School Us On Toronto's Real Must-Eats 2 Toronto Dubbed Fourth Most Livable City In The World 0 33 Signs You Live In Liberty Village 1 Go to Living You Might Also Like Healthy Living Food Recipes Divorce Women Parentdish Green Post50 Weddings Style Best Halloween Costumes For Men And Women 0 Most Offensive Products In Retail 3 Canadian Model Coco Rocha Is Pregnant! 4 LOOK: Matthew McConaughey Wears 'Dazed And Confused' T-Shirt 1 Go to Style More in Style Beauty Fashion Celeb Style Entertaining and Etiquette Stylelist Canada Wedding Style Home Style You Might Also Like Style (U.S.) Weddings Stylelist Canada Entertainment Kris Jenner Opens Up About The Late Robert Kardashian 6 Blake Lively Is Pregnant! 30 Mariah Carey Proves She's Not Lip-Synching 42 Is This Where George Clooney And Amal Alamuddin Honeymooned? 7 Pregnant Kelly Rowland Poses Topless In Black And White Photo Shoot 2 Go to Entertainment You Might Also Like Music Celebrity TV Moviefone Arts The Glamorous History Of Pin-Up Like You've Never Seen It Before 3 1 Here Are A Bunch Of F*cking Delightful Artsy Cat Photos. You're Welcome. 3 This Is What It Really Looks Like To Be A Modern Day Nun 8 New Animation-Inspired Art Show Will Make You Yearn For Saturday Morning Cartoons 0 Go to Arts You Might Also Like Books Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Religion Alberta 20 Puppies Found Abandoned In Field 6 Anti-Abortion Postcard Targets Tory MP.. Again 26 Mystery 'GPO Girl' Turns Up In Calgary 3 Major Saskatchewan Train Derailment 2 Dozens Of Dead Cats Found, Another 62 Euthanized 0 Go to Alberta More in Alberta Alberta Politics Alberta Business Alison Redford Calgary Edmonton British Columbia B.C. Teen Killed By Train Was Wearing Headphones, Texting: RCMP 13 Anthem Singer's Fall Is Lesson In Showmanship 3 Pastafarian Loses B.C. Driver's Licence Over Holy Colander 0 Elderly Asian Women Attacked In Vancouver 0 Lawyers Of Convicted Surrey Six Gangsters Want Mistrial 3 Go to British Columbia More in British Columbia B.C. Politics B.C. Business Christy Clark Vancouver All Sections News Canada Politics Canada Business US Politics US Business World Media Sports Education Crime Weird News Good News Daily Finance Entertainment Entertainment Music TV Celebrity Comedy Arts Books Moviefone Life & Style Living Style Home Healthy Living Taste Weddings Travel Parents Divorce HuffPost 50 Marlo Thomas OWN Tech & Science Tech Science Green Techcrunch Engadget TUAW Joystiq Voices Impact Women Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Religion College Teen Local Quebec (French) Calgary Montreal Ottawa Toronto Vancouver Winnipeg Mapquest Patch.com Our Mobile Apps: iPhone iPad HuffPost Live iPad Android Phone Android Tablet British Columbia B.C. Politics B.C. Business Christy Clark Vancouver Anthem Singer's Fall Is Lesson In Showmanship 2014-10-05 23:32:54 Pastafarian Loses B.C. Driver's Licence Over Holy Colander 2014-10-06 20:10:58 B.C. Teen Killed By Train Was Wearing Headphones, Texting: RCMP 2014-10-07 02:49:46 45 Signs You're A Vancouver Canucks Fan 2014-10-04 00:27:49 Elderly Asian Women Attacked In Vancouver 2014-10-06 17:25:49 When It Comes to Jumbo Glacier Resort, All Questions Lead Back To Powerful Minister 2014-10-06 15:46:02 Aldergrove School Playground Condemned 2014-10-06 17:50:31 Vancouver Mom Who Killed Her 2 Babies Sentenced 2014-10-07 13:46:41 LOOK: Stunning Scenes By B.C.'s October Photographer 2014-10-03 14:22:55 This Derelict Van 'Home' Costs $550/Month To Rent In B.C. 2014-10-03 16:05:46 Officer Admits Abusing Authority While Shoving Woman 2014-10-06 18:41:58 Recognize This Photo? Here's The Story Behind It 2014-10-03 16:58:41 Premier Denies Downplaying B.C. LNG Expectations 2014-10-06 20:57:52 Lawyers Of Convicted Surrey Six Gangsters Want Mistrial 2014-10-06 18:59:52 LOOK: Old Vancouver Bank's New Life 2014-10-03 17:52:32 Previous Story Next Story The Blog Featuring fresh takes and real-time analysis from HuffPost's signature lineup of contributors Carolyn Moeller Become a fan Mother, Community Volunteer, Bookkeeper Email Do B.C. Parents Have To Buy Toilet Paper Soon As Part Of School Supplies? Posted: 09/15/2014 4:01 pm EDT Updated: 09/15/2014 4:59 pm EDT Shutterstock Share Tweet Email Comment tumblr reddit I am a mother of three children in the B.C. public school system and I am very worried about the state it is in. One of my biggest concerns is the fact that our public schools are consistently receiving less funding, resulting in them relying on the parents and PACs (Parent Advisory Committees) to make up the difference. Recently I found out that my son's elementary school PAC raised $35,000 last year to fund things like school camps, guest teachers (art, science, music), a reading incentive program, classroom funds, breakfast/lunch program, field trips and classroom technology. Without all these things my children would only have the "bare bones" of education. Some of this was given to us in a gaming grant but the rest was raised and donated by our parents. However, not all schools are in the same position; many schools in B.C. are located in mid- to low-income neighbourhoods. These schools couldn't even dream of providing some of the things I just listed; in fact their PAC fundraising can only address the basic needs of the school. I have heard some horror stories from my fellow B.C. parents about how their schools are suffering. A school in Nelson is so old and rundown that one-third of their budget goes just to heating the 110-year-old building. This leads to the school having to downgrade other programs in order to meet their budget. A parent of another school told me that in their woodworking class they use cardboard instead of wood and that their sports teams are encouraged to buy their own equipment due to the terrible condition the school equipment is in. Many schools have lost their band programs and music classes altogether and their music teachers have lost their jobs, all because the funding just isn't there. These lower income schools typically end up with fewer field trips, resources, and classroom technology than schools in higher income areas. The decline of public education funding has created a "have and have not situation." Parents are also paying way more than we should have to. There was a time when many of those things were covered by the public school system. When my oldest child started school 12 years ago, the school bus was free. Now it is $300 per child in my district and if you times that by three kids, it is now out of the "affordability zone" for my family. When school starts I will now have to spend over an hour a day driving my children to three different schools because I have no other options. Parents are also requested to pay the activity and transportation costs for field trips. In some school districts with little PAC funding the parents have to pay 100 per cent of these costs. Many parents also supply items for science experiments, holiday crafts, cooking classes and other class activities. Then there is the issue of school supplies. I have watched the list steadily lengthen over the years. This year alone, I have spent $300 just so my children can have adequate supplies for school. Not to mention that their supply lists include ridiculous items like Kleenex, photocopy paper and Ziploc bags. If our schools don't even have the funding to supply children with something to wipe their noses with, then, like one parent said to me, "What's next, toilet paper?" When I add up all the expenses that parents are asked to cover and include all school fundraisers that I have purchased to help, I realize that I have invested a lot of money. Money that should be covered by our education system! Why is our tax money not being spent on something as important as education but we can pay to have a new roof put on BC Place Stadium? No matter which school your children attend, parents and teachers are expected to pick up the slack or your children's education will suffer. They're willing to do this because we all want what is best for the kids. The problem is that the government counts on that fact and does nothing. If a school doesn't have the means to make up the funding shortfall, then they just slip through the cracks and those children lose their right to a quality education. Parents need to wake up and realize what is at stake here. It is not in the best interest for any of us to have an inequitable education system. We need to be outraged! We need to refuse to allow this to happen to our families! Otherwise I am very fearful of what is coming in our future. ALSO ON HUFFPOST: Close  B.C. Public School Classrooms of   We asked B.C. teachers to send us photos of their classrooms before and after items they bought were removed. "Top photo is of books in a #BCTeachers class, below shows all books removed that she paid for w/ own $" — Melanie Moore The teacher's classroom items in storage in her basement. "I've taught for five years in the Vancouver district, and I've already spent over $10,000 to set up my classroom. I know of more experienced teachers who have spent well over $20,000 in their career, and are still purchasing things each year." — Kindergarten teacher Support worker's desk. "The school ran out of proper desks so that's what she had to use." — Kindergarten teacher "All of the classroom resources that belong to me and are now at my house in storage." — Kindergarten teacher "All of the classroom resources that belong to me and are now at my house in storage." — Kindergarten teacher "What you do not see is the room's bare bones before your child's teacher came in over the summer and transformed it." — Carla Friesen "I have spent thousands of dollars to make my classroom a vibrant and amazing place for my students." — Megan Guenter "I have spent thousands of dollars to make my classroom a vibrant and amazing place for my students." — Megan Guenter "I spent almost $4,000 my first year teaching to start up my classroom." — Tracy Cramer "I spent almost $4,000 my first year teaching to start up my classroom." — Tracy Cramer "I spent almost $4,000 my first year teaching to start up my classroom." — Tracy Cramer "I spent almost $4,000 my first year teaching to start up my classroom." — Tracy Cramer "You see all the things I have bought for my classroom. Mats, carpet, pillows, chairs, bench, craft supplies, school supplies, lamps, etc. (yes, I know I don't have to make my class like this, but students love it and so do I). This year I spent a week of going into my class every day during the second week of August. I was there for about 5 hours every day making things perfect. Before that I draw floor plans of how I will organize furniture to best optimize my space." — Katrina Ling "I spend probably about $1000/ year on my classroom. It may be more; I'm afraid to add up the receipts. I spend more on my classroom than my own home. I do this willingly, as I want my class to feel like their classroom is their home for the year." — Katrina Ling "I provide my own personally made and personally bought teaching resources, educational games, puzzles, centre toys, supplementary craft items, etc. I share them with my teaching colleagues, and they share theirs with me." — Martha Lamarche "I take ingredients from my own family’s pantry and fridge so we can bake, make playdough, create senses-stimulating art projects, and learn about nutrition in a hands-on way. I am not compensated for the money I spend educating B.C. students as a result of government underfunding." — Martha Lamarche The teacher paid for everything inside the table. The teacher paid for everything inside the table. "An excellent education assistant... also enriches our classroom with items SHE finds at garage sales or thrift stores. She is not compensated for this, nor does she expect to be." — Martha Lamarche "An excellent education assistant... also enriches our classroom with items SHE finds at garage sales or thrift stores. She is not compensated for this, nor does she expect to be." — Martha Lamarche The yellow and blue bins belong to the teacher. The yellow and blue bins belong to the teacher. "The first picture is before I set up my class, the second after I set up part way through the year. Which classroom would you want your child to learn in? The government-'funded' one that claims no more money is needed or one that was subsidized by a so-called greedy teacher? Every dollar I spend in my classroom is a dollar I don't spend on my own kids, groceries or other bills. This is not the exception it's the norm. Teachers care." — Janelle "I have spent thousands subsidizing the system. I try to provide my students with books that appeal to their interest level as well as their reading level. This comes out of my earnings." — Gurjit Pattar "I constantly am keeping my eyes open for sales involving classroom resources and relevant reading materials. I've spent a small fortune on my personal library of professional resources." — Gurjit Pattar "Just one of my bookshelves after I took out the books I bought for my class just this year." — Jessica Hall "All the books I bought for my class this year, removed from the shelves. 806 in total." — Jessica Hall "With the exception of the table in the back, I brought in all this furniture for my classroom. I had been told there were not enough chairs in the district to have chairs in my classroom, so I went out and found them." — Jessica Hall "My underfunded grade 5/6 BC classroom stripped of everything I have purchased." — Staci Hutchinson "A sampling of teacher bought/made items, boxed up and ready to move to my new school — which I do on my own. Usually takes me the full last week of summer to set up my room. With the move this year I expect to spend three weeks." — Josie Zahn "I packed every single box, waited the entire summer to have it delivered, unpacked and set up my classroom including filling two file cabinets, hanging three bulletin boards, laminating and taping 23 name tags to desks and cloakroom cubbies, collecting exercise books and supplies, and finally stocking the painting easel with paints and the shelves with books... (not to mention dusting the blinds and scrubbing the sink)... the week before the start of school... on my own time." — Alison Smith "72 boxes/furniture items." — Alison Smith "What I walked in to when I first acquired my room and then what I turned it into." — Alycia Soukeroff "I walked into my new room mid-August and was shocked. There wasn't even a teacher desk or any books at all. I bought, scrounged and borrowed (mostly from my own kids) materials to make it work. Over the year many wonderful teachers passed on things to me that they had purchased and weren't using and retiring teachers happy to share their supplies." "I walked into my new room mid-August and was shocked. There wasn't even a teacher desk or any books at all. I bought, scrounged and borrowed (mostly from my own kids) materials to make it work. Over the year many wonderful teachers passed on things to me that they had purchased and weren't using and retiring teachers happy to share their supplies." "I walked into my new room mid-August and was shocked. There wasn't even a teacher desk or any books at all. I bought, scrounged and borrowed (mostly from my own kids) materials to make it work. Over the year many wonderful teachers passed on things to me that they had purchased and weren't using and retiring teachers happy to share their supplies." "I use the games to teach logic, spatial and sequential reasoning, and to have fun with math. In addition to the games, I bought a tablet, software for geometry, software for algebra, and software for posting grades on my website. The website is also paid for and maintained by me. The books and magazines in French in the background are also mine, and so is a classroom set of small whiteboards which I forgot to put in the picture." — French Immersion teacher "Spent over two thousand [dollars]." — Andrea Dove NEXT: B.C. Teachers' Strike 2014 Hundreds of B.C. teachers, parents and other union supporters rallied on the lawn of the B.C. legislature on June 16, 2014 in Victoria to protest against Premier Christy Clark and the government's latest contract offer. Click here for stories on the contract dispute. Members of the B.C. Federation of Labour and Canadian Labour Congress gather to support teachers outside Cambie Secondary School in Richmond, B.C. on June 2, 2014. Members of CUPE join teachers on the picket line at Mitchell Elementary in Richmond, B.C. on June 2, 2014. Union leaders speak to media on June 2, 2014 in Richmond, B.C. Teachers picket in West Kelowna on June 2, 2014. B.C. Teachers' Federal president Jim Iker speaks to teachers outside Princess Margaret School in Surrey on May 29, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Striking outside the Invergarry Adult Education Centre in Surrey, B.C. on May 29, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. B.C. Teachers' Federal president Jim Iker speaks to teachers outside Invergarry Adult Education Centre in Surrey on May 29, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers wave to supporters outside Valleyview Secondary School in Kamloops on May 28, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers picket in Kamloops on May 28, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. A student shows support for teachers in Kamloops on May 28, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. A teacher pickets on horseback in 150 Mile House on May 27, 2014. A sign posted on a classroom door at Vancouver Technical Secondary School. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers rally during rush hour in Kelowna on May 27, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Kelowna teachers wore pink and rallied from the city's overpasses on May 27, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. A sign of support for B.C. teachers from a house in Kelowna. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers in Richmond pass time on the 3:30 a.m. shift on the picket line on May 27, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Students and parents left a message for teachers in Richmond on May 27, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. On the picket line with an effigy of B.C. Premier Christy Clark at Kitsilano Secondary School on May 26, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. A student from City School speaks to a teacher on the picket line in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. On the picket line at Kitsilano Secondary School on May 26, 2014. Click here for more on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. A teacher on strike at Britannia Secondary School in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Click here for more on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers stand under the sign for Templeton High School in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Click here for more on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers on strike speak to a supporter outside Templeton Secondary School in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Ryan Tanabe, left, a teacher, and his father Rod Tanabe, a counsellor teacher at Killarney Secondary School, walk the picket line outside the school in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Click here for more on the B.C. teachers contract dispute. Teachers in the central Okanagan were part of rotating strikes on May 27, 2014. These are educators from Constable Neil Bruce Middle School in West Kelowna. Supporters of B.C. teachers rally in the Sooke School District. Surrey teachers pose with their growing pile of marking during the first day of rotating strikes. Teachers picket in New Westminster on May 26, the first day of rotating strikes in a contract dispute with the province. Grade 12 Eric Hamber Secondary student Sarah Bercic wears a T-shirt supporting B.C. teachers. Teachers picket in Penticton on May 26, the first day of rotating strikes in a contract dispute with the province. Anya Prokopeva, 8, a Grade 3 student in New Westminister, and her mom Julie Prokopeva, right, a member of the support staff at Killarney Secondary School, pass by striking teachers as they leave after walking the picket line outside the school in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Anya Prokopeva, 8, a Grade 3 student in New Westminister, uses a strike sign for shade rests as her mom Julie Prokopeva, a member of the support staff at Killarney Secondary School, walks a picket line outside the school in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. One of the earliest picket lines on the first day of the teachers' walkout was in Golden, B.C., which is in the Mountain time zone. Jim Iker, president of the B.C. Teachers' Federation, speaks to reporters on May 26, the first day of rotating strikes, at Vancouver's Charles Dickens Elementary. Jim Iker, president of the B.C. Teachers' Federation, speaks to reporters on May 26, the first day of rotating strikes, at Vancouver's Charles Dickens Elementary. Jim Iker, president of the B.C. Teachers' Federation, speaks to reporters on May 26, the first day of rotating strikes, at Vancouver's Charles Dickens Elementary. Striking teachers man a picket line outside Killarney Secondary School in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Public school teachers across British Columbia started rotating strikes Monday, a move that will put more than half a million students out of class for one day each this week. B.C. NDP Leader John Horgan poses with teachers in the Sooke School District. A rally in Coquitlam on May 25. Premier Christy Clark's face is seen on anti-bullying T-shirts at a rally in Coquitlam. Surrey teachers at Johnston Heights Secondary rally on May 23, 2014.  Share  Tweet  ✖ Advertisement Share this ✖ close Current Slide More: Bc School Strike Bc Teacher Strike Bc School Strike 2014 Bc Schools Teachers Strike BC Bc Education Bc Teacher Strike 2014 B.C. Teachers Strike 2014 Teachers Strike Bc 2014 BC Teachers BC Teachers Strike Teacher Strike Bc BC Politics   Click here to view Conversations Conversations Most Popular B.C. Teen Killed By Train Was Wearing Headphones, Texting: RCMP Facebook Anthem Singer's Fall Is Lesson In Showmanship YouTube Pastafarian Loses B.C. Driver's Licence Over Holy Colander YouTube LOOK: Stunning Scenes By B.C.'s October Photographer David Chang Photography Elderly Asian Women Attacked In Vancouver Nastco via Getty Images Lawyers Of Convicted Surrey Six Gangsters Want Mistrial Darryl Dyck/CP LOOK: Old Vancouver Bank's New Life Jason Statler When It Comes to Jumbo Glacier Resort, All Questions Lead Back To Powerful Minister Caillum Smith | Flickr Vancouver Mom Who Killed Her 2 Babies Sentenced CityTV YouTube Aldergrove School Playground Condemned North Otter Elementary Facebook This Derelict Van 'Home' Costs $550/Month To Rent In B.C. Bill Everitt Petronas Threatens To Delay B.C. LNG Project By A Decade MyLoupe/UIG via Getty Images 45 Signs You're A Vancouver Canucks Fan Getty Images Intruder Dies After Being Caught By Homeowner, Neighbour Shutterstock / sculpies Recognize This Photo? Here's The Story Behind It Claude P. Dettloff/CP/National Archives of Canada Stanley Park Pedestrian Dies After Crash With Cyclist Getty Premier Denies Downplaying B.C. LNG Expectations Jonathan Hayward/CP Vancouver Is The Reason Alyssa Milano Quit TV Show Paul Archuleta via Getty Images City Of Vancouver Taking Arbutus Corridor Fight To Court Darryl Dyck/The Canadian Press Vancouver Mayor Focuses On Pipelines For Re-Election Campaign Vision Vancouver Facebook FOLLOW HUFFPOST Email Email Address Options HuffPost Daily Brief British Columbia Get top stories and blog posts emailed to me each day.. Facebook HuffPost British Columbia Twitter HuffPost Follow British Columbia Follow Google Plus HuffPost British Columbia RSS The Huffington Post British Columbia All RSS / Feeds Phone Available on the App Store Android App on Google Play Get it at Blackberry App World Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search advertise log in make HuffPost your home page RSS careers FAQ user agreement privacy policy comment policy about us about our ads contact us Copyright ©2014 TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. "The Huffington Post" is a registered trademark of TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. All rights reserved. Part of HPMG News Use this form to alert a HuffPost editor about a factual or typographical error in this story. Notify message * Required * * * What kind of error is this? Choose an option Factual or typographical Comment moderation problem Rights and permissions Other * What is the correction? 0 count Describe the error here (1,000 character limit) * Type the words below so we know you are not a cyborg Sign me up for The Huffington Post's Daily Brief Thank you!)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=10480,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 19, Number 4, January/February 2007 Ten new BCTF lesson aids 1 LA 9348—Acts of Transformation from War Toys to Peace Art: A Teaching Resource Guide! This teacher resource guide presents a case study, with lessons for K–12, to start a conversation on "A Culture of Peace and Non-Violence," and the practice of peace in schools and communities. This guide encourages ordinary people to start peacemaking in their homes, schools and workplaces and to practice peacefulness in a mindful and demonstrative manner. Using the lessons in the guide, teachers can ask children in their school or classroom to surrender their toys of violence so the toys can be converted into works of peace art. The toys of violence would then be rendered into a work of peace art by children, teachers and artists, and exhibits could be organized in schools and in community galleries or museums. Grades K–12. $6.50 2 LA 9501—Song of the Salish Sea: A Natural History of Northwest Waters by Earthwise Media and People for Puget Sound, 45-minute DVD, ©2006. The Salish Sea consists of Puget Sound, the Strait of Georgia and the Strait of Juan de Fuca. This video examines the fragile habitats that make up this large inland sea and its watershed. Spectacular video of the habitats and the creatures that live there are combined with graphics, photographs, and simple animations to examine these environments and the processes that shape them. Some of the ways humans have impacted each habitat are shown along with ways we can reduce those impacts. The teacher’s guide provides a copy of the narrative script, a list of 90 vocabulary words used in the presentation, suggested quiz questions, and suggestions for independent study. Grades 6–12. $29.95 3 LA 2079—Teaching About Historical Thinking by Mike Denos, Dr. Roland Case, Dr. Peter Seixas, Dr. Penney Clark, 110 p. ©2006. This resource focuses on six interrelated concepts central to students’ ability to think about history. These core concepts are historical significance, evidence, continuity and change, cause and consequence, historical perspective, and moral judgment. The nature and importance of each concept is discussed as are the problems associated with helping students understand them. The resource offers specific suggestions for introducing the concepts to students and for applying them throughout the history curriculum. An extended teaching example illustrates how these concepts work in tandem as students learn to think critically about history. The resource also includes ample activity sheets to create engaging history lessons. Grades 10–12. $21.95 4 LA 8093—Paragraph Writing by Evan Moor Educational Publishers, 80 p. ©1997. The materials in this book are for modeling and practicing the basic skills of paragraph writing. Materials include teaching ideas, reproducible forms, and a paragraph writing centre. Topics covered include parts of a paragraph, types of paragraphs, and planning paragraphs. Teaching ideas, student reproducibles, and writing forms cover identifying parts of a paragraph: main idea/topic sentence, supporting details; writing various types of paragraphs: descriptive, narrative, directions, compare and contrast; planning paragraphs using a web and an outline; and 21 different writing forms are provided. The writing centre includes ready-to-use materials such as sentences to sequence to make paragraphs, picture cards to write about, and topic sentence paragraph starters. Grades 2–4. $12.95 5 LA 8095—Sequencing by Evan Moor Educational Publishers, 114 p. ©1998. Sequencing practice, whether picture stories or simple word stories, provides young learners with many important skills. This book provides a wide variety of reproducible cut-and-paste sequencing activities for children from preschool to beginning readers. The book is divided to the progressively difficult sections: real-life sequencing experiences; three-, four-, and six- part picture stories, sequencing words into sentences, and sentences into simple stories. Grades K–2. $16.95 6 LA 9179—Writing Fabulous Sentences and Paragraphs by Evan Moor Educational Publishers, 114 p. ©1997. This book includes lessons to improve and refine students’ sentence and paragraph skills. Lessons and activities progress from writing sentences to writing paragraphs. There are complete teacher instructions and over 70 reproducible models and student writing forms. Topics covered include sentences, single paragraphs, multiple paragraphs, 27 organizer forms for writing six types of paragraphs, and teacher resource information on keeping writing folders, holding student writing conferences, writing conference forms, and a paragraph skills checklist. Grades 4–6. $12.95 7 LA 2234—Project Resiliency: Drug Resistance Education by Barry MacDonald, Langley School District, 22-minute DVD, 40-p. guide. This resource package includes a 22-minute film about youth overcoming adversity and substance abuse, and a 40-page documentary guide. The film features youth telling it like it is—that drugs and other substances have damaged their lives. It focuses on how accurate drug information, personal strength, courage, and resiliency are the antidote to drug temptation and hardship—not hype and hysterics. The documentary guide is not designed to answer all questions about drugs or addiction but set the stage for meaningful dialogue. Grades 8. $49.95 8 LA 8035—Sparking Literacy and Learning by Cec Welk, Langely School District, 135 p. This all-inclusive resource for Grade K–7 teachers includes literature and information strategies to spark students’ creativity and to enhance their understanding of the books they read. Interactive reading, writing, and thinking strategies provide a framework for using quality children's literature as part of a balanced literacy program. This book includes dozens of strategies to promote understanding and comprehension, as well as student response blackline masters. $22.95 9 F3104—La quête de Little Bear, Diane Silvey, 36 p. ©1995. Ce livre d’histoires en couleurs illustré enseigne le respect à l’égard des autres. Les illustrations du livre sont réalisées par Joe Silvey (Salish). Ce livre porte sur le sujet des insultes, en montrant au début le personnage principal, Little Bear, comme un être égoiste et sans considération pour les sentiments des autres. Little Bear apprend à apprécier les traditions de ses ancêtres et par le rituel quotidien de la purification, il se met en harmonie avec la nature. Little Bear apprend le respect pour les autres et l’autonomie. Ce livre est une légende moderne des Premières nations et emploie la méthode traditionnelle d’utiliser des histoires comme outil d’enseignement. Le livre comprend des sujets de discussions que les parents et les enseignants peuvent avoir avec les enfants. Ce livre peut également être utilisé dans le cadre des ERIs concernant les sciences, les mathématiques, et la planification personnelle. Recommandé par le ministère de l’Éducation de la Colombie-Britannique. Primaire. $21.95 10 LAF8004—Le sondage d’observation en lecture-écriture, Marie M. Clay, Gisèle Bourque, 151 p. M-3e. Outil d’observation et d’évaluation de la lecture et de l’écriture. Primaire. $49.95 More curriculum resources and information are available at www.bcalmer.ca. To order any of the above lesson aids, enclose a cheque payable to the BCTF or authorized purchase order to BCTF Lesson Aids Service, 100-550 West 6th Ave., Vancouver, BC V5Z 4P2 or telephone 604-871-2180 or toll free 1-800-663-9163, Local 2180, with a Visa or Mastercard. GST and postage/ handling are included in the prices. Orders are sent by return mail. Lesson Aids office and display room hours: 9:00–5:00 p.m. Mon. to Fri. from Sept. to June; 9:00–5:00. Tues. to Fri. during July and Aug.; 9:00–12:00 on Sat. during Sept., Oct., Jan., and Feb. bctf.ca/TeachingResources.aspx?id=6414.   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "Eid Mubarak to all those celebrating in BC!" @bcliberals - 06:52pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12820,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2000 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 12, Number 4, Jan./Feb. 2000 Bringing the past into the future by Verena Foxx When I first heard about Florence McDonald’s into-the-future Bin There—Done That project, it sounded overwhelming. The Grade 4 art teacher at Beaconsfield Elementary School in Vancouver, with many of her colleagues, including the special education assistant, and the administrator, are all on board for a 10-month millennium-themed project that converges in a multimedia performance at the school in May 2000. "It’s a natural theme because everyone is thinking about the millennium," says teacher Jennifer Billingsley. "And," adds Grade 2’s Kelly Bartholomew, "it brings many teachers and students together to build a sense of family within the school." Basing an entire year’s curriculum on one project is a huge undertaking, but the collaborative team at the school has well-defined goals. The aim is to prepare students for the future by involving them in learning about Canada’s past, and in exploring their own historical transitions. The students’ year-long time trip from the past to the future is directed by their teachers in three central subject areas: communication, transportation, and technology. These topics are woven into curricular areas through community interactive field trips, language and visual arts experiences, and technology-based assignments. Throughout the year the students’ experiences will support life-long learning skills and prepare them for their year-end performance. Some of the things they’ll learn are: an understanding and appreciation of Canada’s diversity; an acceptance of responsibility in the overall wellness of their society; a realization of the community and everyone’s accessibility to each other; an understanding that the arts are an important part of the human experience; a passion for learning to utilize a multimedia approach; the acceptance of technology as a dominant force and an essential participation tool; and the development of a positive self-concept. "Our role as teachers of history," explains ESL teacher Brenda Webster, "is building on what the child already knows and presenting new and surprising views of the world as it moves through time." "Bin There–Done That will showcase Canadian transportation, communication, and technology in the 20th century," adds Kindergarten teacher Kristina Wilting, whose students are engaging in art activities, choral singing, and field trips. "Our project integrates curriculum with community and history," adds Grade 2/3 teacher and musical director Anna Amenta. "Themes are linked to the curriculum through art, music, drama, dance, research, technology, language arts, and field trips. It’s a wonderful venue to make connections in the school environment and learn about our history and rich cultural diversity." One class is building a newsroom/media centre and interviewing members of the arts, education, and business community for a year-end news publication. E-mail penpals set up with other elementary sites connect students and schools from different parts of the city. Secondary students from nearby Gladstone Secondary School’s Leadership 10 program are teaching "era dancing" to the elementary students. Dancer Gisa Cole is conducting movement workshops for the final performance, and LAC teacher Kathy Falle is choreographing a communicative Grade 7 "Hockey Stick Stomp" for the grand finale. Musical beats, chants, and singing are introduced as alternative communication. Field trips include visits to the Vancouver Art Gallery to build a Utopian City, the Canadian Craft Museum for a kite-building workshop, the Bau-Xi gallery for an exhibition of artist André Pettersen’s conversational sculpture, and to Stanley Park for carriage rides, and an urban camping experience. Provincial IRP learning outcomes include developing listening and speech skills (drama), understanding art as a reflection of culture (art), interpreting and moving in response to a variety of sounds, images, feelings, and choreographed forms (dance). In the personal planning arena, students learn to identify factors that can affect their own futures, and how to participate in the development of a healthy school and community environment. By the end of May 2000, producer McDonald and her team hope they will have achieved the ambitious goal of framing a curriculum around a central theme, and after the school-wide performance, the students will probably feel that they have "bin there and done that," too. Verena Foxx teaches at David Livingstone Elementary School and is a member of Teacher Newsmagazine Advisory Board. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13550&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 20, Number 1, September 2007 Vancouver teachers contract first to include support for transgender employees "We are very proud to have the first teachers collective agreement in the province to include antidiscrimination language that recognizes discrimination on the basis of gender identity," says Glen Hansman, president of the Vancouver Elementary School Teachers Association (VESTA). "There may not even be another one in Canada." VESTA and its secondary counterpart, Vancouver Secondary Teachers Association (VSTA), bargain collectively as the Vancouver Teachers Federation. They signed a memorandum of agreement with the Vancouver School Board recently that was ratified by teachers on April 12, 2007. No other teachers contract in BC mentions gender identity. "As teachers, we have been very active for the past five years working with management and trustees of the Vancouver School Board to make schools welcoming for all members of our school community," says Hansman. "Having this new language is a significant step in protecting transidentified and gender non-conforming employees against transphobia and other forms of harassment." Significantly, the new contract language states that nothing "requires the affected employee to actually possess a characteristic that is the basic for discrimination." "Because of the Azmi Jubran vs North Vancouver School Board case, we thought it was important for this point to be specifically stated in our collective agreement," says Hansman. "Thanks to Jubrans persistence, it is absolutely clear now that one does not have to be a person of colour to be affected by racism; that one does not have to be gay to be a victim of homophobia, and our new collective-agreement language reflects that." "Collective bargaining is an important form of social justice work" says Hansman, "and we are very happy to have achieved this at the local level for our teachers." For more information, contact Glen Hansman at 604-873-8378 (Monday-Friday), 604-813-5318 (cell), or glen@vesta.ca.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=14108&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 1997 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 9, Number 4, Jan./Feb. 1997 So, Where are the Boys? by Pat Clarke In June, at a year-end awards assembly I watched the students take their places and listen for their names in that school assembly formality that is as much ritual as event. The names struck me first: Stephanie, Kelly, Vivian, Marie, Leslie. I looked to confirm what my ears were telling me. At least two-thirds of those students receiving year-end awards were girls. Where were the boys? What had they been doing? My classroom experience told me that as far as achievement goes, girls are more than ever before leaving the boys copious snout fulls of dust as they forge ahead of them. The awards-day event dramatized a reality I had probably been subconsciously aware of for some time. As the event played out, I turned to a colleague and asked, "Where are the boys? The girls are walking away with this. Why do you think that is?" His reply, simple and cogent: "They work harder." I agreed and reflected on my mixed feelings of the moment. Finally we might be able to claim that girls really are getting the opportunities and attention in schools they have so long been denied, but what's with the boys? My new awareness of the widening gap between the scholastic achievement of girls and boys was at the time mostly a hunch, based on my experiences. Since June, however, I have come across some evidence that confirms my suspicions, a profile of various achievement and behaviour indicators by gender for what can safely be described as a large and typical, perhaps even bellwether, B.C. school district. In the secondary schools of that school district last year, boys who dropped out outnumbered girls by five to one. Boys with a failing-grade average outnumbered girls five to one. Boys were suspended from school five times more often than girls. On the positive side of the indicators, 80% of students on honour rolls in secondary schools were girls, and girls received almost three times more district and provincial scholarships than boys. Since receiving these figures, I have done some random checking with other school districts and found these to be fairly typical across the province. Some of these indicators do not indicate anything new, boys have always had more behaviour problems and customarily have had lower achievement than girls particularly in the earlier grades. Recent research however is showing that there has been an important change, boys used to catch up to the girls, now they don't. This explains why first-year admissions at UBC and SFU are now almost 60% female, a complete reversal from 25 years ago when female admissions were around 40%. Admissions to all but some technical and apprenticeship post-secondary programs and applied science faculties at universities are now predominantly female. Post-secondary programs once male dominated, such as science and business, are now 50% female. And while females continue to broaden their career horizons, few males consider "non-traditional" careers such as nursing, dental hygiene, and paraprofessional occupations. I have also noticed for some time that girls are taking on leadership roles and setting themselves on realistic but ambitious career paths much more readily than boys. The old male-dominated secondary school student council, for example, has gone the way of the Loyal Order of the Moose. Virtually all the social-responsibility initiatives I have been aware of over the past few years, from environmental clubs to food-bank drives, have been organized and led by girls. (One female environmental-club activist told me of their difficulty getting boys to participate.) If the boys aren't working as hard as the girls at their class work, if they aren't taking on leadership and social responsibilities, and if they seem less concerned about their futures, what are they doing? If the girls are simply outperforming the boys, that's fine. It's their turn anyway. But too many boys don't seem to be even trying. They aren't on the field. They have retired to a leisured existence of watching televised sport and playing electronic games. They have been anesthetized by a "boy culture" that celebrates bravado, lassitude, and stupidity. The significant evidence that we may finally have an education system that encourages females to try hard, succeed, and consider a much wider range of career paths than ever before is the good news. The bad news is that too many males are not doing very well at all, do not seem overly concerned, and may be on their way to turning themselves into a social underclass. The "father of a daughter" part of me is tempted to say "good; the more boys opt out the better her chances." The "educator/amateur sociologist" part of me sees potentially serious educational and social problems. Our schools are supposed to be inclusive, but as far as this too large group of rogue males is concerned, our schools appear to be mostly exclusive. I don't believe it is because we teachers don't try to include them‹we do‹but too often our efforts end in suspensions, failures, or mediocre achievement and wasted time. Something is wrong. It could be one of those social phenomena we are simply overwhelmed by: a generally dysfunctional Beavis and Butthead male culture against which we are mere candles in the wind. Is this a problem or not? Is there anything teachers, schools, trustees, and government can do, or are we doing the best we can now? We should talk about this. Pat Clarke is an assistant director in the BCTF's Professional Development Division.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/ResearchReports.aspx?id=5564,BCTF > 2001ts01, B.C. Teachers' Salaries as of 2001: Endrate Salary Minima and Maxima  	BCTF Research Reports  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Publications > Research Reports  PDF version BCTF Research Report Section 1 2001-TS-01 B.C. Teachers’ Salaries as of 2001: Endrate Salary Minima and Maxima www.bctf.ca/ResearchReports/2001ts01 Check this site for updates and revisions. Updated February 8, 2002 By Anne C. (Anny) Schaefer Research Analyst, BCTF Research NEW: B.C. teachers' salaries, minima and maxima: July 1, 2001 This report provides current starting and maximum salaries for B.C. teachers. The 1998-2001 collective agreement between the BCTF and the B.C. Public School Employers’ Association, imposed by legislation in July 1998, provided for the following salary adjustments: 0%: July 1, 1998 to June 30, 1999 0%: July 1, 1999 to March 31, 2000 2%: April 1, 2000 The collective agreement expired June 30, 2001. Table 1 displays the endrate minimum and maximum salaries for teachers in salary categories 3, 4, and 5, and the maximum of category 6 or 6M for each school district or local as of June 30, 2001. Rankings are also included for each category. Each mean is an unweighted average, complying with long-standing practice. Table 2 indicates the grid status of locals in amalgamated school districts. In the nine amalgamated districts where locals have not amalgamated, 2 or 3 pre-amalgamation grids are retained. In 8 amalgamated districts, locals have also amalgamated; however, 2 grids are still in effect in half of these districts. Table 3 sets out the number of steps required to reach salary maximum. TEACHER CERTIFICATION AND SALARY CATEGORIZATION Certification: The B.C. College of Teachers, established under the authority of the Teaching Profession Act, has the sole authority to issue teaching certificates. The college issues two general certificates—a standard certificate and a professional certificate. In special circumstances the college may also issue a teaching licence, an instructor’s diploma, or a letter of permission. Inquiries about certification should be addressed to: Registrar, British Columbia College of Teachers, #405-1385 West 8th Avenue, Vancouver, B.C. V6H 3V9. Telephone 604-731-8170. Web site: www.bcct.ca. Salary Categorization: Evaluation of a teacher’s academic and professional preparation is carried out by the Teacher Qualification Service, an agency operated jointly by the B.C. Teachers’ Federation and the B.C. School Trustees’ Association. Inquiries regarding salary categorization should be directed to the Teacher Qualification Service, #106-1525 West 8th Avenue, Vancouver, B.C. V6J 1T5. Telephone 604-736-5484. Web site: www.tqs.bc.ca. Salary schedules were established at the school district level by negotiation between the local school board and local teachers’ association, although since 1996, teachers’ salary increases have been negotiated provincially. In some districts, local negotiations resulted in two variations of payment for Category 4 and two for Category 6, as well as recognition for salary purposes of certain types of additional training or experience. The local salary agreement must be examined to determine the criteria or conditions that apply in these cases. TEACHER QUALIFICATION SERVICE (TQS) SALARY CATEGORIES There are 6 TQS categories. Each category is determined on the basis of programs completed after meeting the university entrance requirement (Grade 12) in British Columbia or its equivalent (at the date of first certification in this province), and on the requirements set out below: Category 1 This level is no longer granted. Category 2 The requirements for this category are one of: a) An acceptable program of at least two years of post-secondary academic and professional training; or, b) A demonstrated record of knowledge, skills and experience (in an area not generally taught in a university setting) that qualifies an individual for a teaching certificate in a specialized field of teaching in the public school system. Category 3 The requirement for this category is an acceptable three year program of post-secondary academic and professional training, including an acceptable professional year of teacher preparation. Category 4 The requirements for this category are one of: a) An acceptable four year B.Ed. degree or an acceptable three year baccalaureate degree plus an acceptable professional year of teacher preparation or an acceptable one year B.Ed. degree; or, b) An acceptable three year diploma program containing academic and professional preparation followed by an acceptable degree; or, c) Fourth year standing on an acceptable five year B.Ed. program, or the completion of an acceptable professional year of teacher preparation and third year standing on an acceptable four year baccalaureate degree program. Category 5 The requirements for this category are one or more acceptable programs totalling five or more years of academic and professional studies. The requirements may be met with one of: a) An acceptable five year B.Ed. degree or an acceptable four year baccalaureate degree plus an acceptable professional year of teacher preparation; or, b) An acceptable four year B.Ed. degree plus an acceptable master's degree or an acceptable integrated program (note regulation 4.05); or, c) An acceptable three year baccalaureate degree plus either an acceptable professional year of teacher training or an acceptable one year B.Ed. and either an acceptable integrated program (note regulation 4.05) or another acceptable degree; or, d) An acceptable three year baccalaureate degree plus an acceptable two year B.Ed. Category 6 The requirements for this category are two or more acceptable programs that total six or more years of academic and professional studies, and include an acceptable master's degree. The requirements may be met with one of: a) An acceptable five year B.Ed. degree or an acceptable four year baccalaureate degree plus an acceptable professional year of teacher preparation followed by an acceptable master's degree; or, b) An acceptable four year B.Ed. degree followed by an acceptable integrated program (note regulation 4.05) and an acceptable master's degree or an acceptable master's degree and another acceptable degree: or, c) An acceptable three year baccalaureate degree plus an acceptable professional year of teacher preparation followed by acceptable integrated program (note regulation 4.05) and an acceptable master's degree or an acceptable master's degree and another acceptable degree: or, d) An acceptable three year baccalaureate degree plus an acceptable two year B.Ed. and an acceptable master's degree. Source: TQS Regulations. Table 1: Minimum and maximum teacher salaries, 2001   Category 3 Category 4 Category 5 Category 6 or 6M District -- Local Min Rank Max Rank Min Rank Max Rank Min Rank Max Rank Min Rank Max Rank COUNT 64   64   72   72   72   72   72   72   MEAN $33,849   $48,596   $35,094   $52,644   $38,662   $59,890   $42,249   $65,666   MEDIAN $33,404   $48,439   $34,784   $52,079   $38,313   $59,503   $41,577   $65,260   5 SOUTHEAST KOOTENAY                                    1 Southeast Kootenay -- Fernie $35,220 15 $48,494 31 $37,468 9 $51,590 62 $42,562 5 $59,077 53 $47,366 3 $66,425 17    2 Southeast Kootenay -- Cranbrook $33,413 31 $48,659 27 $35,547 24 $51,774 51 $40,513 12 $59,728 25 $44,712 9 $66,942 10 6 ROCKY MOUNTAIN                                    3 Rocky Mountain -- Kimberley $33,321 35 $49,398 12 $35,448 25 $52,544 23 $40,197 16 $60,843 10 $43,687 16 $66,895 11    4 Rocky Mountain -- Windermere $33,458 30 $48,245 37 $35,592 23 $51,324 71 $40,257 15 $59,031 54 $43,330 20 $64,390 64   18 Rocky Mountain -- Golden $31,633 59 $48,473 32 $33,653 54 $51,573 65 $38,397 36 $59,337 43 $41,226 44 $64,006 71 8 KOOTENAY LAKE                                    7 Kootenay Lake -- Nelson $33,212 38 $48,965 17 $35,333 28 $53,153 18 $39,170 25 $60,550 17 $43,002 23 $66,422 18   86 Kootenay Lake -- Creston Valley $31,754 57 $48,872 20 $33,780 50 $51,996 38 $38,105 40 $59,543 31 $42,085 33 $65,323 34 10 ARROW LAKES $35,185 16 $49,473 11 $37,430 10 $53,217 17 $41,540 6 $61,198 9 $45,602 6 $67,146 8 19 REVELSTOKE $32,560 52 $48,750 23 $34,638 39 $51,996 38 $38,471 34 $59,530 32 $41,827 35 $65,358 33 20 KOOTENAY-COLUMBIA $33,293 36 $49,096 15 $35,418 26 $52,734 20 $39,354 24 $60,654 14 $43,297 21 $65,747 25 22 VERNON $32,919 43 $47,123 57 $35,021 32 $51,400 69 $38,594 31 $58,571 69 $42,459 30 $64,188 70 23 CENTRAL OKANAGAN $31,227 62 $47,167 56 $33,220 66 $51,440 68 $36,610 62 $58,577 68 $40,309 61 $64,223 66 27 CARIBOO-CHILCOTIN $33,922 22 $48,313 35 $34,027 46 $52,236 35 $38,026 41 $59,418 40 $41,977 34 $65,088 44 28 QUESNEL $35,647 12 $48,567 30 $36,103 18 $52,483 25 $39,665 21 $59,665 27 $43,439 19 $65,309 35 33 CHILLIWACK $33,138 39 $47,287 54 $33,614 55 $51,644 60 $36,452 64 $59,173 49 $40,261 64 $64,900 50 34 ABBOTSFORD $33,401 33 $47,998 40 $33,887 49 $51,983 41 $37,387 47 $59,525 33 $40,625 52 $65,147 40 35 LANGLEY $33,045 41 $47,530 48 $33,502 60 $51,663 56 $36,985 56 $58,820 64 $40,470 55 $64,593 59 36 SURREY $32,799 45 $46,846 59 $33,212 68 $51,714 52 $36,088 68 $58,935 59 $39,925 67 $65,148 39 37 DELTA $30,774 64 $46,840 60 $32,739 72 $51,532 66 $35,688 71 $58,650 67 $39,286 71 $65,144 41 38 RICHMOND $33,919 23 $46,699 62 $34,792 35 $51,652 59 $38,229 37 $58,949 57 $45,092 8 $68,222 6 39 VANCOUVER $35,605 13 $47,024 58 $36,117 17 $51,962 43 $39,658 22 $59,191 48 $43,567 18 $65,375 32 40 NEW WESTMINSTER $32,509 53 $47,462 50 $32,801 69 $52,447 26 $36,039 69 $60,075 23 $39,744 69 $66,360 20 41 BURNABY         $32,795 70 $52,309 31 $35,732 70 $59,712 26 $39,541 70 $65,820 24 42 MAPLE RIDGE-PITT MEADOWS $32,773 47 $46,823 61 $33,214 67 $51,361 70 $36,333 67 $58,946 58 $39,931 66 $64,625 58 43 COQUITLAM $33,351 34 $44,233 64 $33,351 62 $51,490 67 $36,505 63 $58,786 65 $40,218 65 $64,869 52 44 NORTH VANCOUVER         $33,572 58 $52,635 22 $36,437 66 $60,113 21 $40,440 57 $66,492 16 45 WEST VANCOUVER $30,777 63 $46,174 63 $32,742 71 $51,192 72 $35,675 72 $58,235 72 $39,191 72 $64,191 69 46 SUNSHINE COAST $33,407 32 $48,874 19 $34,192 44 $51,992 40 $37,798 43 $59,378 41 $41,248 42 $65,138 43 47 POWELL RIVER $34,296 20 $48,738 24 $36,485 14 $51,851 46 $40,352 14 $59,128 51 $43,924 15 $64,687 56 48 HOWE SOUND $32,919 43 $48,677 26 $35,021 32 $51,821 48 $38,486 33 $59,566 30 $42,856 25 $65,443 30 49 CENTRAL COAST $36,558 6 $52,479 2 $38,892 4 $56,189 3 $44,177 2 $63,364 3 $47,635 2 $68,945 3 50 HAIDA GWAII/QUEEN CHARLOTTE $38,434 3 $51,985 3 $39,323 3 $55,303 7 $42,665 4 $62,399 6 $46,025 5 $67,526 7 51 BOUNDARY         $35,079 31 $52,387 27 $38,724 30 $60,237 19 $42,369 31 $66,407 19 52 PRINCE RUPERT $36,609 5 $49,307 13 $37,581 8 $53,601 13 $41,047 9 $60,577 15 $44,355 12 $66,495 15 53 OKANAGAN SIMILKAMEEN                                   14 Okanagan Similkameen -- Southern Okanagan         $33,565 59 $51,975 42 $36,993 55 $59,224 46 $40,728 51 $64,873 51   16 Okanagan Similkameen -- Keremeos $33,475 29 $47,722 46 $34,471 41 $52,641 21 $37,301 49 $59,211 47 $40,327 60 $64,567 60 54 BULKLEY VALLEY $33,668 24 $48,623 29 $34,483 40 $53,232 16 $37,982 42 $60,233 20 $41,130 46 $65,635 28 57 PRINCE GEORGE $33,483 27 $48,001 39 $33,912 48 $52,326 30 $37,304 48 $59,583 29 $41,285 41 $65,279 36 58 NICOLA-SIMILKAMEEN                                   17 Nicola-Similkameen -- Princeton         $33,588 57 $51,998 37 $37,017 53 $59,237 45 $40,755 50 $64,911 49   31 Nicola-Similkameen -- Nicola Valley $36,481 7 $47,756 45 $37,244 11 $52,256 32 $41,354 7 $59,498 37 $45,249 7 $64,752 54 59 PEACE RIVER SOUTH $35,366 14 $50,138 10 $37,624 6 $54,132 10 $41,045 10 $60,838 11 $44,466 11 $65,510 29 60 PEACE RIVER NORTH $34,428 19 $50,392 9 $36,626 13 $54,338 9 $40,405 13 $60,727 13 $44,535 10 $66,702 12 61 GREATER VICTORIA $36,073 8 $48,891 18 $36,655 12 $53,875 12 $40,105 17 $59,512 35 $44,270 13 $65,746 26 62 SOOKE $32,234 54 $47,877 43 $34,291 42 $51,889 45 $37,769 44 $58,956 56 $41,125 47 $64,697 55 63 SAANICH $33,613 26 $47,190 55 $35,759 20 $51,904 44 $39,087 27 $58,889 61 $42,523 29 $64,983 46 64 GULF ISLANDS         $33,677 52 $51,782 50 $36,874 57 $58,833 62 $40,277 62 $64,549 62 67 OKANAGAN SKAHA         $33,753 51 $52,253 33 $37,064 51 $59,339 42 $40,802 49 $64,980 47 68 NANAIMO-LADYSMITH $33,477 28 $48,383 34 $35,614 21 $52,368 29 $38,579 32 $59,612 28 $41,741 36 $65,687 27 69 QUALICUM $31,892 56 $48,712 25 $33,927 47 $51,828 47 $37,252 50 $59,009 55 $40,584 53 $64,340 65 70 ALBERNI $32,689 48 $47,872 44 $34,776 37 $52,536 24 $38,740 28 $60,560 16 $41,319 39 $65,879 23 71 COMOX VALLEY $32,952 42 $47,462 50 $33,272 65 $51,653 58 $36,703 61 $58,758 66 $40,384 59 $63,737 72 72 CAMPBELL RIVER $32,219 55 $48,165 38 $34,275 43 $52,250 34 $37,684 46 $59,514 34 $41,243 43 $65,230 38 73 KAMLOOPS/THOMPSON $38,705 2 $47,986 41 $39,420 2 $51,712 54 $43,580 3 $59,116 52 $46,975 4 $64,775 53 74 GOLD TRAIL                                   29 Gold Trail -- Lillooet $31,299 61 $47,878 42 $33,297 64 $51,585 63 $36,997 54 $58,519 70 $39,893 68 $64,196 67   74 Gold Trail -- South Cariboo $33,222 37 $47,692 47 $35,343 27 $51,585 63 $39,116 26 $58,519 70 $42,757 27 $64,196 67 75 MISSION $31,657 58 $47,465 49 $33,677 52 $51,695 55 $36,782 59 $59,257 44 $40,440 57 $65,053 45 78 FRASER-CASCADE                                   32 Fraser-Cascade East (Hope) $32,595 49 $47,298 52 $33,610 56 $51,660 57 $36,446 65 $59,161 50 $40,268 63 $64,919 48   76 Fraser-Cascade West (Agassiz-Harrison) $32,595 49 $47,298 52 $34,171 45 $51,821 48 $37,026 52 $59,846 24 $41,008 48 $66,048 21 79 COWICHAN VALLEY                                   65 Cowichan Valley -- Cowichan $32,568 51 $48,291 36 $34,646 38 $52,160 36 $38,205 38 $59,472 38 $41,413 37 $65,240 37   66 Cowichan Valley -- Lake Cowichan $33,075 40 $48,752 22 $35,188 30 $52,814 19 $38,735 29 $60,113 22 $41,208 45 $65,144 42 81 FORT NELSON $35,817 10 $51,924 4 $38,187 5 $55,319 6 $41,194 8 $62,368 7 $43,598 17 $66,697 13 82 COAST MOUNTAINS                                   80 Coast Mountains -- Kitimat $32,775 46 $49,209 14 $34,867 34 $53,360 14 $38,435 35 $60,755 12 $42,146 32 $66,635 14   88 Coast Mountains -- Terrace $34,039 21 $48,836 21 $34,792 35 $53,351 15 $38,192 39 $60,386 18 $41,350 38 $65,965 22 83 NORTH OKANAGAN-SHUSWAP                                   21 North Okanagan-Shuswap -- Armstrong         $33,400 61 $51,713 53 $36,811 58 $58,911 60 $40,518 54 $64,555 61   89 North Okanagan-Shuswap -- Shuswap $31,499 60 $48,404 33 $33,344 63 $51,632 61 $36,754 60 $58,823 63 $40,461 56 $64,461 63 84 VANCOUVER ISLAND WEST $35,833 9 $48,973 16 $36,335 15 $52,386 28 $39,814 20 $59,428 39 $42,593 28 $64,673 57 85 VANCOUVER ISLAND NORTH $35,787 11 $50,653 7 $36,223 16 $54,703 8 $39,994 18 $61,917 8 $43,001 24 $67,113 9 87 STIKINE $41,872 1 $55,668 1 $42,851 1 $59,773 1 $46,147 1 $65,439 1 $49,270 1 $71,426 1 91 NECHAKO LAKES                                   55 Nechako Lakes -- Burns Lake $34,868 17 $51,511 5 $35,966 19 $56,696 2 $39,941 19 $63,891 2 $42,786 26 $69,676 2   56 Nechako Lakes -- Nechako $34,476 18 $50,453 8 $35,597 22 $55,569 4 $39,651 23 $63,193 4 $43,148 22 $68,373 4 92 NISGA'A $36,880 4 $51,451 6 $37,589 7 $55,364 5 $40,894 11 $62,431 5 $43,989 14 $68,343 5 93 FRANCOPHONE EDUCATION AUTHORITY $33,660 25 $48,654 28 $35,190 29 $54,040 11 $37,740 45 $59,507 36 $41,310 40 $65,433 31 Table 2: April 2000 salary grids of amalgamated school districts Locals that have not amalgamated Locals with 2000 grids SD-Local Name SD No. of grids in school district Notes 1 Southeast Kootenay--Fernie 5 2 SD 5 includes Locals 1 and 2 2 Southeast Kootenay--Cranbrook 5 2 SD 5 includes Locals 1 and 2 3 Rocky Mountain--Kimberley 6 3 SD 6 includes Locals 3, 4 and 18 4 Rocky Mountain--Windermere 6 3 SD 6 includes Locals 3, 4 and 18 7 Kootenay Lake--Nelson 8 2 SD 8 includes Locals 7 and 86 14 Okanagan Similkameen--Southern Okanagan 53 2 SD 53 includes Locals 14 and 16 16 Okanagan Similkameen--Keremeos 53 2 SD 53 includes Locals 14 and 16 17 Nicola-Similkameen--Princeton 58 2 SD 58 includes Locals 17 and 31 18 Rocky Mountain--Golden 6 3 SD 6 includes Locals 3, 4 and 18 21 North Okanagan-Shuswap--Armstrong # 2 SD 83 includes Locals 21 and 89 31 Nicola-Similkameen--Nicola Valley 58 2 SD 58 includes Locals 17 and 31 55 Nechako Lakes--Burns Lake 91 2 SD 91 includes Locals 55 and 56 56 Nechako Lakes--Nechako 91 2 SD 91 includes Locals 55 and 56 65 Cowichan Valley--Cowichan 79 2 SD 79 includes Locals 65 and 66 66 Cowichan Valley--Lake Cowichan 79 2 SD 79 includes Locals 65 and 66 80 Coast Mountains--Kitimat # 2 SD 82 includes Locals 80 and 88 86 Kootenay Lake--Creston Valley 8 2 SD 8 includes Locals 7 and 86 88 Coast Mountains--Terrace # 2 SD 82 includes Locals 80 and 88 89 North Okanagan-Shuswap--Shuswap # 2 SD 83 includes Locals 21 and 89 Locals that have amalgamated Locals with 2000 grids SD-Local Name SD No. of grids in school district Notes 20 Kootenay-Columbia # 1 Formerly locals 9 and 11 29 Gold Trail--Lillooet 74 2 2 grids in effect (29 Lillooet and 74 Gold Trail, formerly 30 South Cariboo) although locals have been amalgamated for some time. Teachers appointed after 1997-06-30 go on 74 Gold Trail grid while current 29 Lillooet TA members stay on that scale till Step 8 then go to Step 9 on 74 Gold Trail grid. 32 Fraser-Cascade East (Hope) 78 2 Former locals 32 Hope and 76 Agassiz-Harrison are amalgamated but 2 grids are in use: East (32) and West (76). Contract language covers transfers. 51 Boundary 51 1 Former locals 12 Grand Forks and 13 Kettle Valley have amalgamated and use a single grid. 67 Okanagan Skaha 67 1 Former locals 15 Penticton and 77 Summerland have amalgamated and use a single grid. 73 Kamloops/Thompson 73 1 Former locals 24 Kamloops and 26 North Thompson have amalgamated and use a single grid. 74 Gold Trail--South Cariboo 74 2 2 grids in effect (29 Lillooet and 74 Gold Trail, formerly 30 South Cariboo) although locals have been amalgamated for some time. Teachers appointed after 1997-06-30 go on 74 Gold Trail grid while current 29 Lillooet TA members stay on that scale till Step 8 then go to Step 9 on 74 Gold Trail grid. 76 Fraser-Cascade West (Agassiz-Harrison) 78 2 Former locals 32 Hope and 76 Agassiz-Harrison are amalgamated but 2 grids are in use: East (32) and West (76). Contract language covers transfers. Table 3: Number of steps to maximum salary District--Local Number of steps to max   District--Local Number of steps to max 5 SOUTHEAST KOOTENAY     58 NICOLA-SIMILKAMEEN    1 Southeast Kootenay--Fernie 10     17 Nicola-Similkameen--Princeton 11    2 Southeast Kootenay--Cranbrook 9     31 Nicola-Similkameen--Nicola Valley 9 6 ROCKY MOUNTAIN     59 PEACE RIVER SOUTH 7    3 Rocky Mountain--Kimberley 10   60 PEACE RIVER NORTH 9    4 Rocky Mountain--Windermere 9   61 GREATER VICTORIA 11   18 Rocky Mountain--Golden 10   62 SOOKE 9 8 KOOTENAY LAKE     63 SAANICH 10    7 Kootenay Lake--Nelson 10   64 GULF ISLANDS 10   86 Kootenay Lake--Creston Valley 9   67 OKANAGAN SKAHA 11 10 ARROW LAKES 10   68 NANAIMO-LADYSMITH 8 19 REVELSTOKE 10   69 QUALICUM 10 20 KOOTENAY-COLUMBIA 10   70 ALBERNI 10 22 VERNON 10   71 COMOX VALLEY 11 23 CENTRAL OKANAGAN 11   72 CAMPBELL RIVER 9 27 CARIBOO-CHILCOTIN 12   73 KAMLOOPS/THOMPSON 8 28 QUESNEL 10   74 GOLD TRAIL   33 CHILLIWACK 11     29 Gold Trail--Lillooet 9 34 ABBOTSFORD 11     74 Gold Trail--South Cariboo 9 35 LANGLEY 11   75 MISSION 10 36 SURREY 11   78 FRASER-CASCADE   37 DELTA 11     32 Fraser-Cascade East (Hope) 11 38 RICHMOND 11     76 Fraser-Cascade West (Agassiz-Harrison) 10 39 VANCOUVER 10   79 COWICHAN VALLEY   40 NEW WESTMINSTER 12     65 Cowichan Valley--Cowichan 10 41 BURNABY 11     66 Cowichan Valley--Lake Cowichan 11 42 MAPLE RIDGE-PITT MEADOWS 12   81 FORT NELSON 10 43 COQUITLAM 11   82 COAST MOUNTAINS   44 NORTH VANCOUVER 12     80 Coast Mountains--Kitimat 9 45 WEST VANCOUVER 10     88 Coast Mountains--Terrace 10 46 SUNSHINE COAST 10   83 NORTH OKANAGAN-SHUSWAP   47 POWELL RIVER 10      21 North Okanagan-Shuswap--Armstrong 11 48 HOWE SOUND 9     89 North Okanagan-Shuswap--Shuswap 11 49 CENTRAL COAST 10   84 VANCOUVER ISLAND WEST 10 50 HAIDA GWAII/QUEEN CHARLOTTE 10   85 VANCOUVER ISLAND NORTH 11 51 BOUNDARY 11   87 STIKINE 11 52 PRINCE RUPERT 9   91 NECHAKO LAKES   53 OKANAGAN SIMILKAMEEN       55 Nechako Lakes--Burns Lake 10   14 Okanagan Similkameen--Southern Okanagan 11     56 Nechako Lakes--Nechako 10   16 Okanagan Similkameen--Keremeos 10   92 NISGA'A 9 54 BULKLEY VALLEY 11   93 FRANCOPHONE EDUCATION AUTHORITY 11 57 PRINCE GEORGE 10       MORE INFORMATION The Research Department computer database files contain complete district salary information back to 1987/88 and major scale minima and maxima for a longer period. This information is available to BCTF staff, table officers, local presidents, and committee members. Previous information has been published in the following Information Handbook research reports: 93-TS-03, 94-TS-01, 95-TS-06, and 98-TS-02. The new teachers’ home page, at www.bctf.ca/NewTeachers/ and the “Attracting, recruiting and retaining the best teachers” home page, at www.bctf.ca/education/recruiting/, provide comprehensive information on teaching careers in British Columbia. SOURCES Teacher collective agreements, BCTF Research Department and Bargaining Division; Teacher Qualification Service Regulations: www.tqs.bc.ca. Copyright© British Columbia Teachers’ Federation, 2001. All rights reserved. About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=22966,BCTF News Releases  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources   For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development News Release Archives 2014  2013  2012    2011 2010  2009  2008 2007  2006  Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2011 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  May 5, 2011 Teachers welcome government decision not to appeal landmark Supreme Court ruling, urge funding to restore learning conditions  Teachers across British Columbia are breathing a sigh of relief on learning that the provincial government has decided not to appeal the landmark April 13, 2011 ruling of the BC Supreme Court, which declared substantial portions of Bills 27 and 28 to be unconstitutional. “This news is good for kids, who now can hope to have their learning conditions restored in time for the start of the new school year,” said BCTF President Susan Lambert, who said she sincerely thanked Education Minister George Abbott for the role he played in helping government arrive at its decision to allow the BC Supreme Court ruling to stand.  “Now, rather than wasting time and money on further court action, we can move forward immediately to bring resources into the system for students,” Lambert said. “If the political will is there to respect the court decision, we must at the very least restore the funding to achieve the learning conditions that existed before the legislation. We’re eager to get down to work on it so school boards can plan for September.” She noted that today’s Grade 10 students were in Kindergarten in 2002 when the legislation was imposed to remove from the teachers’ contracts all provisions relating to class size and class composition, along with staffing ratios for non-enrolling teachers including school counsellors, teacher-librarians, learning assistance, and other specialist teachers. “Throughout almost all of their school careers, these children have experienced deteriorating learning conditions, overcrowded classrooms, scarce learning resources, closed libraries, and a terrible lack of support for students with special needs,” Lambert said. “Now it’s time to restore the quality services and staffing levels that were eliminated in order to cut hundreds of millions of dollars a year out of the education budget. Why make students wait another year?” Lambert noted that the Supreme Court ruling also restores teachers’ ability to negotiate improvements to class size and class composition through the collective bargaining process. “The number of children in the classroom, and the complexity and diversity of needs they present are two fundamental elements in terms of teachers’ working conditions, which are also student’s learning conditions,” Lambert said. -  30  - For more information, contact Nancy Knickerbocker, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell). Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=15176,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2008 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 20, Number 5, March 2008 From two-way to three-way freeway splits By Suzanne Wernli-Roy Welcome to the fast lane of teaching in an age of migrations to the city! As the rural populations dwindle and communities are reeling from economic and governmental cutbacks, teachers, may they be teaching in regular English or in French Immersion programs, face the prospect of having more than one or two grades in individual classrooms. While some argue there are advantages in joining two or more grades together, many see more disadvantages and challenges in multiple grades. A BCTF research report by Charlie Naylor, published in January 2000 and entitled "Split-Grade and Multi-Age Classes: A Review of the Research and a Consideration of the BC Context," introduces this topic by giving two reasons why these types of classes exist. One is philosophical, focusses on the benefits, and is termed multi-age. The other is economical, often the result of schools functioning at half their capacities, and is termed multigrade. Being imposed upon teachers "out of necessity rather than choice," it is no wonder that multigrade classes, especially three-way splits and up, are causing dissatisfaction and stress within many of our school communities. Compounding the problem is the fact that multigrade classes are not addressed anymore anywhere in legislation. When funding, staffing, or class size and composition are considered, multigrade and single-grade classes are on the same level plane. In the Coast Mountain School District regular program, the school in Kitwanga deals with three-way split classes filled with a high percentage of students on Individual Education Plans. A third of the students also qualify for English as a Second Dialect. When asked what advantages there were in teaching a three-way split, one teacher there put it bluntly: "There are NO advantages." Another teacher ignored the question completely. All deplored the lack of time to meet individual students’ needs and insufficient special service assistance caused by inadequate funding. In the Bulkley Valley, the school in Quick has two classes, one Primary (K–3) and one Intermediate (4–7). Teachers there love their assignments and see many educational and social benefits in allowing younger and older students to interact in various ways (peer assessment, peer tutoring) that encourage pre-learning and reinforce abilities. The French Immersion programs in Northwestern BC also harbour multigrade teaching assignments. At the elementary level, three-way splits can be found in Kitimat, Hazelton, Smithers, and Burns Lake (to name only the ones I am aware of). There are K/1/2, 2/3/4, 3/4/5, 5/6/7, and even a 4/5/6/7 French Immersion English Language Arts class taught two hours weekly. The main difficulty for early primary multigrade FI classes is that the high level of student-teacher interaction needed to learn a second language is hard to achieve. Kindergarten students, who know little French, tend to discourage the others to communicate in something other than English. On the other hand, older students can help younger ones to build their oral vocabulary. There are no incentives or bonuses attached to teaching a multigrade class. Fifteen years ago, I had a full-time assistant for a slightly oversized primary-intermediate split. In those days, we had clauses in our contracts that acknowledged the particular needs of such assignments. Now, one may feel like Maria in The Sound of Music when first presented with the following assignment: "What? Seven children... in Grade 5, eight in Grade 4, and five in Grade 3!" Then, one gets on with it, does better than one’s best, and finds love and a purpose in life. Well... If you want to keep your job and stay in a community you have adopted, you accept the challenge. You hope for parental involvement or understanding, and for a well-balanced group of independent learners who can be teamed up for teaching/ working purposes (recommendation found in a position paper by the Elementary Teachers’ Federation of Ontario (ETFO) titled "Split Decisions"). There is no one way to teach a three-way or other type of split, just a good capacity to stretch one’s mind, energy, and time for the sake of one’s students. It is an assignment that suits a well-seasoned teacher, adept at this sort of gymnastic and who has accumulated baggage to work with a few grades, better than a first-timer who may attempt in one year to teach the learning outcomes for each area of the curriculum and each grade present in her or his classroom. Multi-age classes, also named non-graded, work because the curriculum is adapted to the students who progress at their own pace. There are no report cards or FSA tests! In a graded system where grade specific textbooks and standardized achievement tests are the norm, multigrade teachers struggle if they don’t prioritize their learning expectations. Personally, I have taught three-way split classes four times since the 2003—04 school year. It was hardest when I had students on IEPs and others with bad behaviours or study habits. I learned to better plan, assess, manage my classroom, modify or adapt assignments, and use students’ strengths to foster autonomy. I agree with a colleague who teaches a FI 2/3/4 class when she says: "There is great continuity in a three-way split as reading groups may already be set from the previous year." You spend less time figuring out your group of students and teaching them routines in September because you’ve had some of them for two years already. And, over time, you will cover most of the learning outcomes with them, although not in sequential order. Multigrade education is invading more rural communities. If the trend continues, could there be a return to the one-room schoolhouses where my great-aunt taught at the beginning of the 20th Century? I doubt it. Many parents nowadays opt for home schooling backed by computers and the use of the Internet. Secondary school students already virtually attend courses broadcast over the Internet. For example, French Immersion students from Caledonia Secondary School in Terrace are presently accessing a FI Social Studies Internet course (Scs Humaines 11) that is taking place in the FI Grades 8 to 11 classroom at Hazelton Secondary School. This course will be open to more students at a later date. Besides the use of the Internet, other solutions to the student or teacher shortage in rural areas are self-directed learning and differentiated instruction. Are these methods appropriate in all, first- and second-language settings? How are we going to evaluate students learning this way? Since multigrades are likely here to stay, let us consider some more of the solutions found in the ETFO’s report mentioned earlier: a review of the funding formula by the government, allotment of more prep time for smaller multigrade classes by school boards, and more lesson plans and resources specifically for these classes. I dream of a freeway of many steps in the same direction: accessible and equitable public education for all, rural and city, folks! Suzanne Wernli-Roy teaches at John Field Elementary School, New Hazelton and is a member of the BCTF’s French Advisory Committee. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=17592,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 5, March 2009  Provincial grievance update By George Popp Provincial grievances are grievances initiated by us in response to a widespread problem violation of provincial articles in the collective agreement or of Legislative provisions such as the Employment Standards Act, the Labour Code, or the School Act and regulations. Most are issues of general principle (or in grievance-speak—grievances of general application) on which the parties have differing positions and which require a formal resolution procedure to clarify the rules. If the parties can’t come to an agreement themselves, then a third party, usually an arbitrator or mediator is called in to provide a ruling, which then becomes part of the contractual record. In the larger picture, such rulings also become part of the legal framework in labour relations around the province and the rest of Canada. Provincial grievances may also arise where there are a number of local grievances, which involve identical or similar issues in collective agreements, as has happened with class sizes and compositions around the province. The following issues are presently in the provincial grievance process. We will focus this column on the class size and class composition grievance in the March issue of Teacher. Student codes of conduct In 2007, the Ministry of Education ordered Boards of Education to develop codes of student conduct with specific references to the antidiscriminatory requirements of the Human Rights Code, in Ministerial Order 276/07. After requesting information from the boards and the Ministry of Education it appears that few if any boards have actually complied with the order. As some of our members, as well as many of our students, could be impacted by discriminatory (racist, sexist, antigay to name a few) behaviours on the part of students, the Federation has launched a grievance as a way of formally ensuring that boards carry out their duties in a more expeditious manner. We anticipate meeting with the employer in the very near future. Teachers’ rights to freedom of expression In a landmark ruling, Arbitrator Don Munroe ruled that teachers had the right to communicate their opinion on provincial educational concerns to parents. The BC Court of Appeals has upheld and extended Munroe’s ruling and the Supreme Court of Canada refused to hear an appeal of the BC Court of Appeals decision. Subsequently in ruling about distribution of FSA material through students, John Kinzie ruled that only inaccuracies in materials sent through students should allow boards to object to their distribution. Further, Kinzie ruled that preventing the distribution of such materials infringed on teachers’ constitutional rights to freedom of expression. Recently BCPSEA has sent a paper to boards encouraging them to prohibit distribution of any teacher materials that deal with controversial provincial issues unless the board has approved them. In issuing such broad prohibitions, boards are flouting the rulings by Munroe, the BC Court of Appeals, and Kinzie. Consequently we have had to launch yet another grievance at the provincial level to protect our right to freedom of expression. Fee for job application The Employment Standards Act prohibits employers from requiring job applicants to pay a fee to apply for employment. The Boards of Education around the province have created a website where they post available teaching positions. However, to apply to a particular district, a teacher is charged a $10 fee. The BCTF feels this is a clear contravention of the Employment Standards Act and having failed to convince the employer of this fact, has initiated a grievance to have the fee removed. Date of pay increase In our 2006–11 Collective Agreements, teachers’ salaries increase as of July 1 of each year. As a result, any work that occurs subsequent to that date is to be at the new pay rate. It has come to our attention that that has not happened in a number of districts. The Federation has initiated a provincial grievance to ensure that teachers are paid according to the collective agreement provisions. George Popp is an assistant director, BCTF Collective Agreement and Protective Services Division. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13702,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 1997 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 10, Number 2, October 1997 Speaking personally My greatest reward for teaching The greatest rewards in teaching for me have been the friendships that have developed and continued with students. A few students stand out in memory for various reasons. I’m lucky to have developed relationships with two girls who are maturing into amazing young people. One of the girls was in a Grade 5–6 class I taught six years ago. After a particularly nerve-wracking lesson on “Changing Bodies” that included some challenging questions during a girls-only discussion, K. came up to me and thanked me for answering questions that had really bothered her. She was relieved to know that she could talk about this with a grownup. Later that month, she asked me to be her confirmation sponsor, an honour I gladly accepted. Last year, she shared her special talent for reading aloud by reading at my wedding. The other young woman was in a Grade 7 music class, to whom I taught “The History of Rock.” M.’s project group went so far as to write original music and create a video for their imaginary band. When she heard I was getting married, she insisted on being able to help in some way and, with her sister and mother, she decorated the hall beautifully. I look forward to seeing her graduate this year and hope to see her name in lights some day. Those are not the profound moments that some teachers have with students, but these girls and their friendship remind me of why I became a teacher: to watch children grow and to help them along the way. Cecile Paillé, Kamloops Her bubbling laughter stopped me in my tracks as I hurried across the classroom floor to intervene in a spat that had broken out between two four-to-five-year-olds. Turning toward the sound, I was greeted with the sight of Alicia, sitting on a chair, knee bent and looking with sheer joy at her foot. “I did it,” she squeaked, “I tied my shoelace all by myself.” Delight radiated from her, and I was seized with such awe, that to this moment, I still feel the tremor that ran through my body as I witnessed Alicia’s Eureka. What does this have to do with the B.C. curriculum? Probably nothing; possibly everything. The sense of accomplishment and feeling of independence are crucial elements in the complex structure we call self-esteem. When a four-year-old knows that he/she has the ability to tie his/her shoelaces “all by myself” unlocking the mysteries of reading and numeration cannot be far behind. My greatest reward in teaching to date? The great gift of witnessing the essence of what learning is all about. Valerie Dyer, Peace River South Sharing in the growth and success of my students’ experience is my greatest reward. As a teacher at Sooke Alternative School, I work very hard with my students to set our academic and personal goal every week. The challenge behind this is compounded by ongoing drug and alcohol use, probation orders, and unstable home lives. Fortunately, every so often, it all comes together, and students will reach their goals. Seeing the surprise that is in their eyes and in their actions had proven to me that they had not expected to meet their goals. Most important, once they can internalize their success, I can use this as a foundation to build upon in the future. I will never forget a boy named M. He came from the most abusive family situation imaginable. That, combined with his fetal alcohol syndrome, made it challenging to connect with him. M. showed impressive growth from an angry, impulsive, defiant child to a young boy who was caring, responsible, and involved. The greatest reward was seeing M. not only reaching but exceeding his goals. His goals. His rewards. All shared with me. Thanks, M. Ed Berlando, Sooke Teaching allows me to be both a leader and a learner. I remain hopeful that through my leadership in the classroom I can make a difference in the lives of students. Optimism is healthy, and believing that I am contributing to our society is deeply rewarding. Continually learning is the best way I know to respond to the diverse needs of students and the complexity of teaching. I learn about teaching from many sources: students, parents, teachers, workshops, professional journals, and university courses. I can then use this information to re-evaluate the decisions I make in the classroom. I appreciate the fact that teaching will always give me new challenges and opportunities to learn. Renée Willock, West Vancouver Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/wEWBQLUvv/CAwKHh8XOCAK/yZCAAQKJwbXxDQLSx9DgBeepDeUpeBrWKrBfMOyWkLVRuneg,Object moved Object moved to here.)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "Eid Mubarak to all those celebrating in BC!" @bcliberals - 06:52pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/03/public-education-christy-its-about.html?showComment=1330915404331,Staffroom Confidential: Public education - Christy: it's about equality Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Sunday, March 4, 2012 Public education - Christy: it's about equality Of all the spin put on the current dispute, one aspect that seems to be getting very little attention is really at the heart of the issue - what level of quality should we provide as a public service? What do the 99% who rely on public (as opposed to private) services deserve? We already have a "two tiered" education system in Canada. Parents who can afford it send their children to private schools. In BC these schools receive public funding - 55% percent of the per student funding, 100% for a student with special needs. In the private system, there is much less debate about what schooling should look like or what schools need. I taught at a private school for a year. Classes were small. My largest class was 18 and that was big. The student/educator ratio was 8:1. The school did not have many students with special needs, but it did have a large ESL populations. They had targeted programs, individualized classes, one on one tutoring, special language labs. Everything needed to allow each and every student reach their full potential. Somehow, our current government doesn't believe public schools should be the same. Somehow, they seem to think it is ok to offer a sub-standard level. They think it is ok for classes to be 30 students (or more). They think it is ok not to offer one-on-one support from specialist teachers. They think it is ok to have crumbling facilities, overcrowded rooms, and second hand computers. I was struck this week with a letter from a parent I know that really captured this element of the debate. Here is her letter to Christy Clark: Dear Christy Clark, I have three poignant questions: 1) Is it true that your son Hamish attends a private school? 2) If so, what is the maximum number of children in his class or classes? 3) How many children with "designated" Special Needs are in Hamish's class or classes? I think it is important for you to reflect on what kind of public education system you would want for your own son (if you were to choose to enrol him in your local public school) I am not sure that you would want young Hamish in an overcrowded classroom with no limits on the number of special need kids in the room. As the Premier of our province, I urge you to put your son in the public system so that you might truly understand the stresses on teachers and students. I am not sure that you have full insight on how poorly public school teachers are being treated and how difficult it is for them to provide quality education under current and proposed legislation. I will look forward to your reply to the above three questions. So far, Christy has not answered. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 1:49 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 7 comments: Ian WenigerMarch 4, 2012 at 2:13 PM Every person who complains that the BCTF will cost them childcare fees and lost wages during the strike needs to consider your remarks and the letter here. Is the cost of our strike more or less that the cost of private school? If parents are unhappy about the inconvenience of this strike, how happy will they be when they need to take a second job that is as hard to find as the ones they have to pay for private school like the premier's kid's? Noises from corporate media suggest Christy Clark may well be removed from office before the next election, as she seems staggeringly out of touch, even for Liberals. But the government wants to reduce public services to a minimal level so that reasonable health and education must be bought at a premium. I think most parents want public school to be more than a provincial babysitting service, and the more they find out about Bill 22 the better.ReplyDelete JRMarch 4, 2012 at 3:05 PM Was thinking the exact same questions today on my long run...Did a bit of research - looks like Hamish goes to West Point Grey Academy - looks like tuition for a year is +$14 000. Quote from webpage With 350 students in our Senior School, each grade averages about 70 students. This meant that I knew everyone in my grade; by the time we graduated, we were all really close and had established life-long friendships. Sean H. '08 I wonder how many students per class...can you imagine? Any way to find out average class size in school? I've tried to find the info myself!ReplyDelete Replies ADMarch 4, 2012 at 6:22 PM Do you have sources for your research? On the link below, West Point Grey Academy's class sizes are listed as 22. I assume that is an average. See page 22: http://www.bcparent.ca/pdf-files/BCP-Education-2011-WEB.pdfDelete JRMarch 4, 2012 at 6:43 PM Here is what I found... http://www.kitsilano.ca/2011/03/02/would-you-vote-for-christy-clark-in-vancouver-point-grey/ It talks about the fact that CC is representing Kits... only because her son goes to school there...and in the comments - someone indicated that the only private school in the area was West Point Grey....that's all I could find..... Anyone find anything else?Delete Reply Mrs. Tara FairbrotherMarch 4, 2012 at 3:32 PM People who are unhappy about finding childcare can just send their children to school where administration can watch the children for free. Problem solved.ReplyDelete JoneyMarch 6, 2012 at 11:35 PM Christy Clark doesn't care about your questions, because she is wealthy from the ex-husbands settlement, mostly made by the deal making of selling BC Rail.ReplyDelete Rodney ShupeMarch 14, 2012 at 6:17 PM Ian's point about "If parents are unhappy about the inconvenience of this strike, how happy will they be when they need to take a second job that is as hard to find as the ones they have to pay for private school like the premier's kid's?" is great one as it would only take an extra $320 per tax payer per month to do it.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ▼  March (12) Bill 22 and Class Size/Class Composition BC Liberals: You reap what you sow... From public to private: a subtle path What is this dispute about? Putting equity last, a... Walk out pamphlet - arguments for full withdrawal ... Teachers debate a response to Bill 22 Lessons from the US - when unions don't strike to ... Lessons from history - legislation and illegal str... How do teachers defeat Bill 22? Critical thinking and Bill 22 - A teacher rebuts G... What is this strike about? A moving letter from a ... Public education - Christy: it's about equality ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=19516&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 1, September 2009  Looking back By Chris Bocking 70 years ago War! With sick hearts we see eclipsed in the shadow of a world’s folly the most sacred hopes and dreams of humanity; hopes and dreams to which we as teachers have given our faith. What are we to do about it? First of all let us remind ourselves and our pupils that when the sun is eclipsed it does not cease to exist. The fate of humanity does not depend upon us alone but ours is nevertheless an awful responsibility. Upon the teacher rests a duty to remain sane and to promulgate sanity in a world gone mad. It is for us to resist the irrational hatred and pharisaism and self-deception that always beset a country at war. – September 1939, The BC Teacher  50 years ago After the Second World War, changing social and economic conditions have fortunately brought about a change of ideas with regard to the employment of married women. The idea is now accepted that women continue to teach after marriage. However, some school boards who have adopted the practice of employing married women teachers still consider that the woman who becomes pregnant should automatically resign. If marriage is no longer to be considered a bar to continued service in teaching, logically a reasonable system of maternity leave should be introduced. – Sept./Oct. 1959, The BC Teacher  30 years ago For one of the most prosperous countries in the world to claim that five percent of the national income is too much to spend on the education of children is inadmissible. For a country that professes to be dedicated to freedom and social justice, a return to a restrictive school system, in which the teacher is expected to be the obedient enforcer of existing inequalities, is surely inappropriate. In common with most of the industrialized nations, Canada faces the prospect of serious deterioration in the working conditions of teachers and therefore in the learning environment of students. – Sept./Oct. 1979, The BC Teacher  10 years ago Female teachers in the early days of the BCTF laid the foundation for the eventual resolution of “equal pay for equal work” for teachers. It was a long struggle and did not actually end until the mid-1960s when the last BC school district abolished gender designated pay scales. It was also their social activism and leadership that led the BCTF into a history of working on women’s equity issues through provincial and local Status of Women committees. In 1934, the Vancouver Secondary School Teachers’ Association carried a motion calling for banks to be nationalized. At the time this was a radical position but it was a reflection of how teachers, faced with the daily reality of social injustice, poverty, and disadvantage were convinced of the need to advocate for social change. – Sept. 1999, Teacher newsmagazine Chris Bocking, Keating Elementary School, Saanich)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2011/10/bcpseas-hypocritical-application-to-lrb.html?showComment=1319654368965,Staffroom Confidential: BCPSEA's hypocritical application to LRB over BC teachers wages Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Wednesday, October 26, 2011 BCPSEA's hypocritical application to LRB over BC teachers wages The BC Public School Employer's Association (BCPSEA) is making an application this afternoon to the Labour Relations Board on behalf of BC School Trustees. The application seeks to charge the teachers' union, the BC Teachers Federation, for a portion of teacher salaries during the current job action. Apparently they are asking for 5 - 20% of teachers wages. The hypocrisy is mind boggling. Let's consider the facts. Teachers are not attending a monthly staff meeting. They are not completing formal report cards three times per year. In some districts, they are not doing outdoor supervision during recess and lunch. They are doing all tasks in relation to teaching including lesson preparation, instruction, marking and assessment. They are continuing to communicate with parents on all aspects of student learning. They are continuing to organize field trips. They are continuing extra-curricular activities. Most teachers report that the small amount of time not spent in meetings or doing paperwork is now being spent on enhanced lesson preparation, increased individual time with students, and more assessment. No teacher I know of is working fewer hours. Meanwhile, in 2002 the BC Liberals unilaterally and illegally stripped teachers' collective agreement of class size and class composition limits. As a result, most teachers workloads increased. Increased class sizes lead to direct increases in workload. There is more marking, more assessing, more reporting, more parent contact. Increased class composition also leads to direct increases in workload. A student with an Individual Education Plan requires individualized lessons. This can be a major increase in workload where teachers have many such students in their class(es). When teachers negotiated provincial class size limits, they gave up salary. A three year agreement was reached with 0%, 0%, and 2%. In exchange, the limits ensured reasonable workloads for teachers as well as improved learning conditions for students. When these limits were stripped, there was no corresponding increase in pay. Teachers simply lost. The lost salary has meant BC teachers are now eighth in Canada. And teachers report working an average of 49 hours per week, with one tenth of teachers working 60 hours or more. There is no extra pay for these extra hours of work. The BC Supreme Court found the contract stripping was illegal. The government has been forced to enter discussions with the BCTF to address their actions. So far, the government has insisted that there will be ZERO compensation for teachers for the effects of the illegal legislation. So for ten years teachers have been working for significantly longer hours for lower salaries. And now, after two months of extremely limited job action, that same government (via its employer's agent) wants 20% of our wages. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 11:04 AM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 6 comments: AnonymousOctober 26, 2011 at 11:39 AM I think it would be more correct to say that BCPSEA is rumoured to be applying to the LRB. Difference between fact and fear mongering... :)ReplyDelete Tara EhrckeOctober 26, 2011 at 11:44 AM This is not a rumour. BCPSEA tweeted their intention to file publicly. Here are the relevant tweets from BCPSEA, which you can see publicly here: http://twitter.com/#!/BCPSEA BCPSEA We have filed an application with the LRB to request: 1) #bctf members prep & distribute report cards #bced #bcpoli 2) require #bctf to reimburse school districts for salary and benefit costs associated with the strike activity. #bced #bcpoli BCPSEA Correction: We will file application with the LRB this afternoon. #bced #bcpoliReplyDelete alientocanadaOctober 26, 2011 at 12:17 PM Dear Tara, You have an excellent grasp on the situation and I love the way you express our plight!!! More power to the people! That is not Alien!!!ReplyDelete BrittOctober 26, 2011 at 8:47 PM I love reading your blog, Tara. Victoria teachers are very fortunate to have such well-informed/well-spoken/well-written local president such as yourself!ReplyDelete DeannaOctober 27, 2011 at 4:39 PM Thank you for all of your thoughtful and thorough blogs on teachers issues Tara! We are so lucky to have such a strong GVTA that represents what is really happening in Victoria schools and around the province. It saddens me to no end to continue to hear the lies in the media about what students and teachers are faced with in the classroom. I hope that people are looking into both sides of the story before making any judgements. We are an educated and reasonable body of professionals who deserve to be bargained with respectfully and fairly. We are doing our best in schools with what we have but I expect that this government will be eating its words (it already has after the recent Supreme Court ruling) down the road as we see the consequences of such indignant behaviour unfold. I encourage everyone to stay informed and TALK TO A TEACHER about what is really happening!ReplyDelete DarylOctober 28, 2011 at 1:11 AM Wow, I've just returned home and it's almost 8:00 pm. I had parents visit me to discuss their child's success in the class after school - this took over an hour. I next worked on preparation for Friday's classes and then decorated my classroom door for the Halloween Door competition. During my prep. block this morning I rushed out to pick up hot-dog buns for a lunch fundraiser for the Salvation Army and spent my lunch hour serving these to students along with a number of other staff. On Tuesday evening, I drove from Chilliwack to Abbotsford to pick up over $200.00 worth of hot-dogs and supplies that I payed for personally. So far this year I have spent hundred on supplies personally to assure that the assignments I design proceed in an effective fashion. I truly care about my students and their future prospects in an increasingly challenging marketplace. I don't mind putting in the effort, but what is really galling is the insinuation that we as teachers are not doing our jobs or that we might be a lot of "Bad Apples". Yes perhaps there might be one or two, but what of our elected officials, I remember a certain provincial leader charged for impaired driving among many other issues; he continued on ruling with an iron fist and made some very costly and ill considered decisions affecting our economy. Whether you agree or disagree with the HST, the manner in which it was implemented was not democratic, so I applaud the citizens of BC for standing firm. What of other provincial political leaders who abuse the power granted them by their office yet are able to rid themselves of their troubles and dirty laundry miraculously upon the breaking of yet another political scandal. One might say, Voila' and these violator's of the public trust are re-invented to continue on their merry way. What is it about teachers that makes us such a threat to the provincial government? Is it that we educate and attempt to create thoughtful, intelligent young people who might eventually question government authority? I thought the goal of our previous premier was to see BC become the top of Canada's educational system? Instead we lose hundreds of millions yearly and have laws imposed on us which are severely jeopardizing an already challenged system. How do we keep the " Brightest and Best" in BC if we are going to offer them salaries marked at 8th place in a province with the highest cost of living in the country? If I wasn't so close to retirement, I'd leave. Perhaps the citizens of BC might start evaluating the performance of elected officials in the same fashion as they seem to be scrutinizing us. Yes, teachers do have demands, but these are largely unselfish in nature and are predominately aimed at supporting the next generation, after all one day they will be in charge.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ▼  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ▼  October (16) Abbott's plan: some thoughts... Teachers upset with BCPSEA allegations and threats... BCPSEA's hypocritical application to LRB over BC t... Occupy Education Builds Momentum The "transformation agenda" for BC education? - fo... Big brother and the Ministry of Education How to judge a School Board candidate - by their r... Solidarity and the 99% - Why teachers should suppo... Occupying Education Abbott's plan: Drastic changes with no consultatio... Guest post: Tobey Steeves on Bills 27/28 - a perso... BCPSEA - missing the point on local bargaining We are the 99 BC government proposal for class composition is "r... A little interlude... BC School Trustees consider a teacher lockout ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20140930,www.bcpsea.bc.ca,http://www.bcpsea.bc.ca/bc-teachers/teacher-collective-bargaining/bargaining-archive-2006/VPalmer-KBaldrey-BGood2.aspx,Vaughn Palmer and Keith Baldrey join Bill Good for Cutting Edge of the Leg  Vaughn Palmer and Keith Baldrey join Bill Good for Cutting Edge of the Leg Bill Good Show, CKNW, May 19, 2006, 9:05 am Transcript Excerpt with Vaughn Palmer and Keith Baldrey Good: Now, the government did well, as you mentioned, on labour issues. But the teachers are still to be determined. Baldrey: Oh yes. Palmer: Ah yes, our old friends. The teachers…. This is a strange one. They’re very upset that the government offered them only 8 percent over four years. Well, it’s an old practice in labour relations. When the other side comes in way too high you come in low, because you’ve got to meet in the middle. The teachers asked for 26 percent over three years, compounded. I know it’s being reported as only 24. It’s 26 over three years, compounded. Baldrey: Plus…. Palmer: Plus the benefits and other working condition changes cost out at 24 percent over three years. It’s 50 percent over three years increase in pay, compensation and working conditions. Confronted with that, of course the government came in at 8 percent over four years. If you’re going to go too high, the other side’s going to go too low. Good: What do you think of this threat — it was in the news this morning — that thousands of teachers are going to flee to Alberta? Baldrey: Oh, that’s just like what the nurses said a few years ago. Palmer: British Columbians…. Baldrey: Not going to happen. Palmer: …are not going to move to Alberta, you know, because as Jim Taylor once said from the sports beat, sure the Edmonton Oilers won the Stanley Cup, but when you leave the building you’re still in Edmonton. Most British Columbians I don’t think will move to Alberta. Baldrey: Yeah, and it does remind me of…. Good: And a lot of young teachers would love to see that happen. Baldrey: Well, it’s a hollow threat by the BCTF. You’re not going to see teachers en masse move to Lloydminster or somewhere or Medicine Hat. Palmer: Some will. Baldrey: Some will, but not enough, I think, to have an impact on the talks. It’s interesting. They’re taking the strike vote June 7. That’s fine. That is part of the normal labour relations practice. You take a strike vote to put heat on the employer to get a little more serious in the offer. So I wouldn’t read too much into that quite yet. It doesn’t necessarily mean there’s going to be a strike in the fall. But anecdotally I hear more and more from teachers on a daily basis — e-mails, getting stopped in the street — from teachers who say: I want that signing bonus. That’s, I think, a pressure now on the BCTF bargaining committee that wasn’t there in previous rounds of bargaining which never resulted in a successful contract anyways. That’s a pressure now that they have to respond to because if they let this go past June 30, continue to ask for 24 percent or 50 percent in terms of total compensation, which is totally unrealistic, I think a lot of teachers are going to be extremely upset with the BCTF leadership for robbing them of that $3,500 bonus. Good: There’s quite a different climate right now. I mean, you point out the economy is doing well. But from a labour relations point of view, four years ago, even supporters of the government I think thought it was a bit lean and mean when it came to dealing with the public sector. Since then we’ve seen HEU settle. We’ve seen the nurses vote 97 percent in favour of a settlement. They’re now even running ads talking about how they’re going to make the system better. There’s quite a different climate here, and the teachers are all of a sudden out there kind of own their own. Palmer: Yeah, and we look back at what happened last fall. The public sided with the teachers. But remember, the government’s offer last fall was nothing. You know, they offered them nothing. Of course the public was sympathizing with that. But I don’t think anybody sees 8 percent over four years as the final offer. The teachers will get more than that, but they’re not going to get…. Good: Something like 12 or 14 percent probably. Palmer: They’re not going to get 50 percent. The teachers union, I gather, was a little surprised that when all these benefits and other things they were asking for were costed out. Well, you know, that’s what the Ministry of Finance does with every public sector union. Everything you ask for they work out the cost that it’ll be to the provincial Treasury, and then they say, okay, well, that’s the equivalent of this much in pay. Good: There’s another issue here. I mean people will argue about teachers’ salaries and their length of work year, but when it comes to benefits, don’t teachers have at least as good if not better benefits than the vast majority of people in B.C.? Baldrey: Well, they do, and they want more. They want a 100-percent funded dental plan, including 100 percent costs for orthodontics…. Good: I don’t know anybody who has that. Baldrey: Nobody has that. They want, I think, 100-percent coverage of prescription drugs, $600 twice a year for vision problems. You know, the benefits add up. I agree with Vaughn. My impression from the BCTF…. I did a story outlining the cost of all these things, and the next day the response from the BCTF was: well, where did that come from? We don’t have that information. I don’t think the BCTF has actually sat down and put a cost to all the things they’re asking for, other than just straight wages. These things cost money to the employer, which is the taxpayer, and if you want a 100-percent covered dental plan, that can cost a lot of money to the employer. The BCTF did not factor that in, presumably, in their bargaining presentation to the government, but the employer certainly did. [Break] Good: Chris, hi. Good: Blair, in Delta. Blair: Hearing the demands of the B.C. Teachers Federation I’m a little bit surprised at how excessive, perhaps, some of their recommendations or demands are. I can understand that there’s a certain element of posturing there, that you can always [inaudible] in negotiations, but considering what the nurses were able to get, it seems particularly unattainable. Are you confident these discrepancies will be resolved? Or do you anticipate there being a disruptive strike in September? Palmer: I think the nurses…. I appreciate, Blair, your bringing up the nurses one, because I think that’s the one you have to look at. The nurses got…. Good: Didn’t they get 17 percent over four…? Palmer: Seventeen percent over four…. Baldrey: With the nurses shortage. Palmer: And there’s a significant shortage of nurses. The Health minister pointed out in the Legislature last week there’s 1,100 vacancies for nursing positions in the two Lower Mainland health regions. The government keeps, now, fairly detailed statistics on nurse shortages. The numbers it has on teacher shortages simply don’t bear out that there’s a major shortage of teachers. The numbers that are relevant and they haven’t been debated or disputed yet…. B.C. produces about 2,000 teachers a year through university, and another 500 teachers move here and get certified from other provinces, so 2,500. Retirements and people who leave the province and leave the profession, it’s about 1,500. So from that number it looks like we have a surplus. There are shortages in some areas. There’s a shortage of teachers on call in Surrey, shortages of teachers in some of the northern and rural communities and a shortage of math, physics and science teachers. The government has offered to pay premium pay for recruitment for those positions. Good: Oh, come, come. We can’t pay more. Palmer: Well, we do that for nurses. Good: I know. You know I’m being facetious, but that’s the reaction. Palmer: I know you are, Bill. I mean the thing is this is now well established in the public service. We pay extra to get nurses to work in the operating room… Good: And doctors. Palmer: …on weekends. You have to. Where there’s a market for people out there, you have to. Baldrey: But this is a big breakdown at the table. My understanding is this is a fundamental breakdown. The BCTF says there’s a provincewide teacher shortage. The employer flatly denies that and says: okay, prove it. The BCTF has yet to provide any…. Palmer: Anecdotal evidence. Baldrey: They’ve got anecdotal evidence. There was, for example, a letter in the Vancouver Sun this week from a Prince Rupert, I think, principal or teacher saying there was a shortage up there. That may very well be the case. I mean northern towns do have challenges on human resources that are not faced by Lower Mainland communities. But provincewide the BCTF has not proven that. I’ve asked for that data. They have yet to give it. That’s a big breakdown at that table, and I don’t see that being resolved because the BCTC says: put up or shut up. Good: Another issue was raised yesterday by a teacher who called this program. This is not one I’d heard about, and maybe we’ll get some more calls. This was a teacher who called to say that retired teachers are putting themselves up as teachers on call, and they’re being called back at the expense of the younger, less experienced and cheaper teachers who would normally get the on-call jobs. When they get called back, on top of their pension they’re getting top dollars as teachers on call. Palmer: So they’re allowed to double-dip then. Good: That’s what it sounded like. Baldrey: I hadn’t heard that, but that would be certainly an alarming situation if you’re a young teacher trying to get into the profession. Good: Maybe some of those teachers on call that are going short in Surrey are going short in Surrey because they’ve opted to go to places like Prince Rupert or Prince George to get full-time teacher positions that they’ve waited three or four years for, because that has been the case. Baldrey: And it does vary from region to region, just like every other profession. Good: Ken, in Campbell River. Ken: When Jinny Sims was on your show yesterday she said something I thought was quite profound really, talking about the benefits package. She said that there hadn’t been any significant adjustments to the benefits package for ten years, which tells me that it has to be a gold-plated Rolls Royce package that they’ve got. I’ve always suspected that. I just think that the notion of teachers leaving the province for Alberta with the kind of packages that they’ve got is just absurd. Baldrey: One aspect of the teachers’ package…. This always astounds people when I tell them that. How many professions do you know where you’re allowed to bank your sick days and collect them from year to year? Teachers can do that. They can bank their sick days. I think there’s 15 a year, like a lot of other contracts. But you don’t lose them at the end of the calendar. Good: You know, I’m not picking on teachers on this. There are other public sector areas where that’s the case, and I’ve always thought it was incredible. To me, a sick day is insurance against being sick. Baldrey: Yeah. Good: It’s not a benefit to put in the bank. It’s there to protect you if you get sick and can’t go to work. But if you happen to be healthy…. Baldrey: I just find that astounding that you can do that. I’d love to be able to bank my sick days. I’m hardly ever sick, and I know you guys are hardly ever sick. We’d probably have a year off every few years. Good: Ray, in Langley. Ray: I’m one of the teachers that’s left the profession in the last little while. I’m just quickly calling to confirm what you guys were talking about around senior teachers who have retired who can come back. Good: Is that a fact? Ray: That is absolutely a fact. In the district I worked in that was a fact. Not only that, what typically happens is that if they work more than three consecutive days in a row they then get paid on scale for their time, which means they get paid at their scale of salary when they left the profession. Good: But on top of the pension they’re collecting. Ray: That’s correct. Palmer: And they also have…. I forget the math on this, Bill, but there is written into the contract early retirement plan for teachers after a certain number of years of service — you can retire, whatever your age is. I don’t know whether that’s in your…like when you’re 60 or when you’re 55. But it’s a good retirement package. Now, governments negotiated this and in most cases imposed these contracts. I’m not saying they were given all this. They’re entitled to what they have. These are the arrangements they have. But whether they have a good case for improving it… I haven’t heard them make it yet. Good: Ryan, in Cobble Hill. Ryan: I just want to talk about Jinny Sims. My impression of what’s going on now is that in the last go-round, during the illegal strike, she was actually kind of looking for the opportunity to be the martyr that everybody talks about her as, and this go-round is kind of an opportunity for her to stand up to this government again. Do you think she’s just sort of missing the boat on this? Like, she’s…the demands they’re asking for and [inaudible]. What’s your thoughts on that, gentlemen? Good: Let me put it to them when we come back. [Break] Bill Good: Bill, in Victoria. Bill: I just wanted to confirm about three things that were talked about. Sick leave is banked, 15 days a year. If they don’t use it, it carries on to the next. That’s common with pretty well all the public sector, municipal workers, school districts. The one different, though, is teachers, unlike many of the others, don’t get a payout if they don’t use it. That’s always been a demand on the table. Good: But why should they if they don’t use it, if you’re not sick? Bill: The teachers who retire — many of them are called back to work. One of the reasons for it is there’s shortages in some areas, particularly for subs in areas like math and science and shops, and that kind of thing. So you’ve got this experienced person there who’s going to provide an excellent lesson. Why not use them: is the attitude, of course, of the school districts, particularly in those math, science, and shop areas. Keith Baldrey: Well, my understanding is…. He mentioned those particular areas of teaching. And that is the concern. Shop, I know…. The stereotypical shop teacher is a crusty, older fellow. And you don’t see a lot of young teachers coming in to teach shop; so I’m not surprised that you would see retired teachers being asked back to fill that position. Same with math — I think there is a shortage of math teachers. I guess it’s not a profession-wide situation where retirees are being asked back, but it probably the case. It certainly makes sense that in certain areas where there is a particular expertise lacking, that you do call in some experienced people, whether they’re retired or not. Vaughn Palmer: One other piece of information useful to keep in mind on this is that these talks are proceeding under the watchful eye of Vince Ready. His associate Irene Holden has been sitting in as a facilitator. If they don’t get an agreement by June 1, she is supposed to report out on the areas of agreement and disagreement. That still leaves a month for the parties or the government to ask Ready or Holden to go in and recommend a settlement. So it’s not as if these talks are proceeding just out there and no one’s keeping an eye on them. It’s a good thing that Ready and Holden...— by mid-June we may have a strong recommendation from them on what the settlement should be. Baldrey: You’ve got the government’s representative Lee Doney also keeping a close eye. He’s a veteran participant in labour relations and well-respected. I think he’s going to have some influence on this, as well. Good: Mark, in Burnaby. Mark: I know why I don’t listen to you too often, Bill, because when I do, it just seems like I’m catching on a subject that really gets my anger up: the teachers. Oh, I was at my dentist’s the other day paying off the rest of my $3,000 bill for some crown work, and we got on the subject of insurance. According to him, the teachers have a hundred per cent insurance for detail work. That crown work can run into a lot, a lot of money. As a taxpayer I’m paying 60 per cent of my property tax, for teachers. I mean: enough is enough. Between the teachers and TransLink, I should just pack up and go to Alberta. The people of this province — you’ve got to write to your MLA. Get in there, and say something, because what do the teachers make? With all their benefits, I don’t even know what they make a year. Maybe your gentlemen can tell me what does a…? Good: Well, let me ask you what you think they make. Mark: Oh, I would say: around $50,000. Good: I think that would be a relatively young teacher. I think they start somewhere between 36 and 40, and work their way up. If they have an average teaching certificate in education, they get up to around — what — 60? Baldrey: Up to $70,000 if you have a master’s degree — which is on the high end of society if you earn that. On the other hand, there’s a lot of professions that pay a lot more than $70,000. I think a lot of people would agree that teachers provide an extremely valuable service. So when we talk about all this, I keep getting this tack from people: it’s one thing to talk about the teaching profession — which I don’t think we’re really discussing here — but it’s another thing to talk about the B.C. Teachers’ Federation’s bargaining situation. I think you can be critical of one without being critical of the other. I don’t think the three of us — we’ve talked about this a lot — have ever been critical of teachers as a teaching profession. They provide a very valuable service, and I would make the argument that they’re underpaid. I think they should be paid more. I think a lot of people in the public expect them to be paid more. Whether or not that extends to an even-more generous benefits package is another question. Good: But I think when you do look at those salaries and you look at a $70,000 salary, you do have to at least take into consideration it comes with good benefits, good pension, and generally speaking — and I know a lot of teachers work more than the nine months that they’re in the classroom — they do have considerably more time off than most other people who are in that kind of price range. Palmer: Yeah, and I think you have to remember as well the job security in the public sector. Your employer is not going to go out of business. Your pension plan is not going to fail. You’re not going to suddenly get laid off because commodity prices collapsed. When you put that together with the generally much better benefit packages in the public sector, these are good jobs. Good: There is a caveat, though. There isn’t much job security for those younger teachers trying to enter the profession, although if Jinny Sims is correct, that we’re facing shortages now, that’s a situation that is changing. But for the last several years there’ve been a lot of young teachers who every spring get a pink slip and wonder whether or not they’re going to get hired back in the fall. Baldrey: Well, it’s a fact that enrolment is plummeting around the province. There’s just not as many kids in the public school system because of the demographic change. I mean, the boomer generation’s over; you’ve got the eco-boomers now. There’s just not as many kids going into the schools; so it’s tougher for younger people to make that a profession. Good: Now, in response to the caller who visited his dentist, a teacher has called to say that teachers get 50 per cent coverage for crowns and 80 per cent for general dental work. Baldrey: That’s right. And they’re trying to get 100 per cent, according to the employer. Good: Yes. Okay. Dean: I’m phoning to talk about my teacher or my wife — sorry. She’s graduated the teaching program from SFU last August, and she’s been trying to find work for the last year. Good: It shouldn’t be a problem. There’s a shortage of teachers. Dean: Apparently. But I believe it’s a FUDD campaign by the B.C. Teachers’ Federation. She’s got her application in Vancouver, Coquitlam, Abbotsford, Langley, and Surrey. My wife hasn’t even received a call from Surrey. Langley says they’re not hiring for TOCs. Coquitlam has not even bothered to phone her. So when I hear about these… Good: It insults your intelligence. Dean: It insults her $15,000 degree, and it insults these…. All these teachers who are looking for work… Good: Dean, I have to give you the last word. My thanks to Vaughn and to Keith. Teachers Overview Teacher Collective Bargaining Teacher Bargaining Bulletins Bargaining Archive 2006 Bargaining Archive 2011 Collective Agreements Collective Agreement Administration Bulletins Workplace Safety Benefits Buying Group Media Facebook Twitter LinkedIn YouTube RSS Feeds Teachers Teachers Support Staff Exempt Staff Publications Learn and Connect Resources About Us Home Members Login Contact Us Sitemap Contact BCPSEA Address: 400-1333 West Broadway, Vancouver BC V6H 4C1 T: 604.730.0739 F: 604.730.0787 EMAIL: contact.us@bcpsea.bc.ca © 2014 BC Public School Employers' Association. Cancellation and Refund Policy | Privacy Policy | Terms and Conditions Vancouver Web Design  by Graphically Speaking)
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(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/gvta?lang=ar,Victoria Teachers (@gvta) | تويتر تويتر استعلام بحثي البحث في تويتر البحوث المحفوظة حذف حساب موثّق @ مستخدمون مُقتَرحون حساب موثّق @ حساب موثّق @ اللغة: العربيّة فارسی Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 هل لديك حساب؟ تسجيل الدخول هل أنت مستخدم جديد في تويتر؟ انضم اليوم! » تسجيل الدخول رقم هاتف، أو بريد إلكترونيّ، أو اسم مستخدم كلمة المرور تسجيل الدخول تذكّرني نسيت كلمة المرور؟ هل تستخدم تويتر عبر الرسائل النصّيّة القصيرة؟ Victoria Teachers @gvta تغريدات ١٬٩٠٧ الصور/الفيديو ١٥٥ متابَعون ٥٦٩ متابِعون ٩٦٧ المفضّلات ١٦١   المزيد المفضّلات القوائم إلغاء الكتم عن @gvta كتم @gvta تابِع مُتابَع إلغاء المتابعة محظور إلغاء الحظر قيد الانتظار إلغاء Victoria Teachers @gvta The Greater Victoria Teachers' Association represents approximately 1500 teachers in SD61. We are a local of the @BCTF, a union of professionals. Victoria BC gvta.net انضم في أكتوبر ٢٠١٠ ١٥٥ صور أو مقاطع فيديو تغريدات تغريدات تغريدات وردود Victoria Teachers مُعاد تغريدها BCTF @bctf  ·  ١٩ سبتمبر Results of 2014 ratfication vote: yes 86% (27275 votes), no 14% (4392). 31741 ballots returned. | #bced #bcpoli ردّ ٠ ردّ إعادة تغريد مُعاد تغريدها ٤٣٨ إعادات تغريد ٤٣٨ تفضيل مُفضّلة ١٢١ تفضيلات ١٢١ المزيد تضمين التغريدة Capital, British Columbia Victoria Teachers مُعاد تغريدها Renay M. @renaymo  ·  ١٩ سبتمبر Whatever you decide, we are proud of you! @gvta #bctf you made #bced matter again. We won't forget. Thank you, #teachers #bcpoli ردّ ٠ ردّ إعادة تغريد مُعاد تغريدها ٦ إعادات تغريد ٦ تفضيل مُفضّلة ١٠ تفضيلات ١٠ المزيد تضمين التغريدة Victoria Teachers مُعاد تغريدها Benula Larsen @BenulaLarsen  ·  ١٦ سبتمبر We knew he is alive!Elvis supporting Vic teachers on Blanshard. @bctf @gvta pic.twitter.com/pArhPBOpuu عـرض المزيد من الصور ومقاطع الفيديو ردّ ٠ ردّ إعادة تغريد مُعاد تغريدها ٣ إعادات تغريد ٣ تفضيل مُفضّلة ٣ تفضيلات ٣ المزيد تضمين التغريدة Victoria Teachers مُعاد تغريدها Benula Larsen @BenulaLarsen  ·  ١٦ سبتمبر Victoria Teachers at Blanshard and Bay Wow!!! Spirits are high @bctf @gvta pic.twitter.com/vpXBLQySFY عـرض المزيد من الصور ومقاطع الفيديو ردّ ٠ ردّ إعادة تغريد مُعاد تغريدها ٢ إعادتا تغريد ٢ تفضيل مُفضّلة ٢ تفضيلان ٢ المزيد تضمين التغريدة Victoria Teachers مُعاد تغريدها Benula Larsen @BenulaLarsen  ·  ١٦ سبتمبر Victoria teachers fanning out on Blanshard st. Corner of Blanshard n Hillside @bctf @gvta pic.twitter.com/019VmmTNWn عـرض المزيد من الصور ومقاطع الفيديو ردّ ٠ ردّ إعادة تغريد مُعاد تغريدها ٥ إعادات تغريد ٥ تفضيل مُفضّلة ٢ تفضيلان ٢ المزيد تضمين التغريدة قام Victoria Teachers بمتابعة chris bromige وVini إلغاء الكتم عن @cbromige كتم @cbromige تابِع مُتابَع إلغاء المتابعة محظور إلغاء الحظر قيد الانتظار إلغاء chris bromige @cbromige dad, husband, educator إلغاء الكتم عن @volimhvar كتم @volimhvar تابِع مُتابَع إلغاء المتابعة محظور إلغاء الحظر قيد الانتظار إلغاء Vini @volimhvar Educator in BC, mom, lifelong learner, traveler, hockey fan, art lover Victoria Teachers مُعاد تغريدها Bob Lilyholm @blilyholm  ·  ١٦ سبتمبر The King showing support for #bced down Blanshard @bctf @gvta pic.twitter.com/2w3FCWHCtb عـرض المزيد من الصور ومقاطع الفيديو ردّ ٠ ردّ إعادة تغريد مُعاد تغريدها ١ إعادة تغريد ١ تفضيل مُفضّلة ٢ تفضيلان ٢ المزيد تضمين التغريدة Victoria Teachers مُعاد تغريدها Gregor Craigie @GregorCraigie  ·  ١٦ سبتمبر @gvta Pres Benula Larsen tells me teachers are happy BUT waiting to read fine print on tentative #bced deal. LISTEN: https://soundcloud.com/cbcvictoria/victoria-teachers-association-president-benula-larsen-on-tentative-deal … SoundCloud تشغيل عـرض المزيد من الصور ومقاطع الفيديو ردّ ٠ ردّ إعادة تغريد مُعاد تغريدها ٤ إعادات تغريد ٤ تفضيل مُفضّلة ١ تفضيل ١ المزيد تضمين التغريدة Victoria Teachers مُعاد تغريدها Gregor Craigie @GregorCraigie  ·  ١٦ سبتمبر IF #bced deal is just about wages @gvta Pres Larsen says "it would be shameful... I hope there's at least some extra $ for classroom #bcpoli ردّ ٠ ردّ إعادة تغريد مُعاد تغريدها ٣ إعادات تغريد ٣ تفضيل مُفضّلة ١ تفضيل ١ المزيد تضمين التغريدة Victoria Teachers مُعاد تغريدها Ben Isitt @Ben_Isitt  ·  ١٦ سبتمبر Congratulations @bctf on standing up for Public Education & reaching tentative agreement with BC government. Solidarity forever #bced @gvta ردّ ٠ ردّ إعادة تغريد مُعاد تغريدها ٦ إعادات تغريد ٦ تفضيل مُفضّلة ٢ تفضيلان ٢ المزيد تضمين التغريدة Victoria Teachers مُعاد تغريدها Steven Toleikis @knowledgequest_  ·  ١٥ سبتمبر “Fully funded schools make strong communities” - Standing up for #bced public ed on Foul & Oak Bay, Victoria @gvta pic.twitter.com/YZOE58R50B عـرض المزيد من الصور ومقاطع الفيديو ردّ ٠ ردّ إعادة تغريد مُعاد تغريدها ٧ إعادات تغريد ٧ تفضيل مُفضّلة ٨ تفضيلات ٨ المزيد تضمين التغريدة Victoria Teachers @gvta  ·  ١٣ سبتمبر Do you have your apple pin yet? Easy & cheap to DIY. Wear one close to your & carry extras to share! #bced pic.twitter.com/k8pfvQpqxl عـرض المزيد من الصور ومقاطع الفيديو ردّ ٠ ردّ إعادة تغريد مُعاد تغريدها ٥ إعادات تغريد ٥ تفضيل مُفضّلة ٢ تفضيلان ٢ المزيد تضمين التغريدة Victoria Teachers @gvta  ·  ١٣ سبتمبر Class size & composition: the last 15 years in one little table by @taraehrcke. http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2014/09/class-size-and-composition-short-visual.html … #bced pic.twitter.com/BqLwQiek9g عـرض المزيد من الصور ومقاطع الفيديو ردّ ٠ ردّ إعادة تغريد مُعاد تغريدها ١٩ إعادات تغريد ١٩ تفضيل مُفضّلة ٥ تفضيلات ٥ المزيد تضمين التغريدة Victoria Teachers مُعاد تغريدها Dana Bjornson @physicsfuntime  ·  ١٣ سبتمبر Today on the line: waves, honks, yogurt parfaits, 1 banana, nurses, & 1 music video. { @gvta} https://itunes.apple.com/app/id568780324  pic.twitter.com/72ejznKLxf عـرض المزيد من الصور ومقاطع الفيديو ردّ ٠ ردّ إعادة تغريد مُعاد تغريدها ٣ إعادات تغريد ٣ تفضيل مُفضّلة ٦ تفضيلات ٦ المزيد تضمين التغريدة Victoria Teachers مُعاد تغريدها Ross Gilbert @rssglbrt  ·  ١٢ سبتمبر @gvta @bctf Picket Line Comment of the Day from passing motorist, "Don't you DARE give up on this." #bced ردّ ٠ ردّ إعادة تغريد مُعاد تغريدها ٢١ إعادات تغريد ٢١ تفضيل مُفضّلة ١٢ تفضيلات ١٢ المزيد تضمين التغريدة Victoria Teachers مُعاد تغريدها Jason @JasoncormierMe  ·  ١٢ سبتمبر @globeandmail @keithbaldrey @bctf @gvta @glenhansman from Colquitz Middle School Victoria BC pic.twitter.com/3ldPZW9CzJ عـرض المزيد من الصور ومقاطع الفيديو ردّ ٠ ردّ إعادة تغريد مُعاد تغريدها ٢ إعادتا تغريد ٢ تفضيل مُفضّلة ٣ تفضيلات ٣ المزيد تضمين التغريدة Victoria Teachers مُعاد تغريدها Dana Bjornson @physicsfuntime  ·  ١١ سبتمبر My best #bced #chalkthewalk so far! #mulletsrule { @bctf @gvta} pic.twitter.com/Pga1T2yTdT عـرض المزيد من الصور ومقاطع الفيديو ردّ ٠ ردّ إعادة تغريد مُعاد تغريدها ٧ إعادات تغريد ٧ تفضيل مُفضّلة ٧ تفضيلات ٧ المزيد تضمين التغريدة Victoria Teachers @gvta  ·  ١٢ سبتمبر Thank you HEU! @HospEmpUnion @sookekidsmatter @SaanichTeachers @bctf عرض المحادثة ردّ ٠ ردّ إعادة تغريد مُعاد تغريدها ٠ إعادة تغريد تفضيل مُفضّلة ٣ تفضيلات ٣ المزيد تضمين التغريدة Victoria Teachers مُعاد تغريدها HEU @HospEmpUnion  ·  ١١ سبتمبر HEU RJH Local providing @sookekidsmatter @gvta @SaanichTeachers with $250 each to support local teachers. #bced pic.twitter.com/LSu2N24sjT BCTF وHEU عـرض المزيد من الصور ومقاطع الفيديو ردّ ٠ ردّ إعادة تغريد مُعاد تغريدها ٣٣ إعادات تغريد ٣٣ تفضيل مُفضّلة ٢٤ تفضيلات ٢٤ المزيد تضمين التغريدة قد يعاني تويتر من الحمل الزائد أو يواجه عطلًا مؤقتًا. حاول مرّة أخرى قم بزيارة حالة تويتر لمزيد من المعلومات. إغلاق قام Victoria Teachers بمتابعة لا تفوّت أي تحديثات من Victoria Teachers Victoria BC · تغيير © 2014 تويتر عن تويتر مساعدة معلومات الإعلانات إغلاق المتداوَلة متداوَلة خُصّصت لك. المواضيع المتداولة تتيح طريقة فريدة لإبقائك على اطّلاع على كلّ ما يهمّك. يتمّ تخصيصها من أجلك بناءً على موقعك الجغرافيّ وعلى مَن تتابع. تغيير احتفظ بالمواضيع المتداولة المخصّصة احصل على الموضوعات المتداولة عالميًا تمّ تجاهَل إغلاق السابق التالي إغلاق اذهب إلى الملف الشخصي البحوث المحفوظة حذف حساب موثّق @ مستخدمون مُقتَرحون حساب موثّق @ حساب موثّق @ إغلاق هل تريد إعادة تغريد هذا لمتابعيك؟ إلغاء إعادة تغريد إغلاق هل أنت متأكد أنك تريد حذف هذه التغريدة؟ إلغاء حذف إغلاق حظر إلغاء حظر إضافة موقع جغرافى إلى تغريداتك حينما تغرّد مع عرض موقعك الجغرافي فإنّ تويتر يقوم بتخزين هذا الموقع. بامكانك تفعيل/تعطيل إضافة موقعك الجغرافي قبل كل تغريدة، ولديك الخيار لحذف سجل موقعك الجغرافي. معرفة المزيد تشغيل خاصية تحديد الموقع الجغرافي ليس الآن إيقاف خاصية الموقع الجغرافي إغلاق ملخص الملف الشخصي إغلاق قوائمك إغلاق إنشاء قائمة جديدة اسم القائمة وصف أقل من 100 حرف، اختياري الخصوصية علنيّ · يمكن لأي شخص متابعة هذه القائمة خاصّ · أنت فقط تستطيع الدخول لهذه القائمة حفظ القائمة إغلاق إغلاق تضمين هذه التغريدة أضف هذه التغريدة لموقعك بواسطة نسخ التعليمة البرمجية أدناه. لمعرفة المزيد حسنًا، حدثت مشكلة أثناء الاتصال بالخادم. حاول مرة أخرى؟ تضمين التغريدة الأصلية تضمين الوسائط معاينة إغلاق التسجيل في تويتر لم تسجل في تويتر؟ سجل الآن، وكُن على اطلاع على الأشياء التي تهمك، و احصل على آخر الأخبار حال حدوثها. هل لديك حساب؟ تسجيل الدخول » إغلاق رموز قصيرة في اتّجاهين (إرسال واستقبال) الدولة الرمز لعملاء الولايات المتحدة الأمريكية 40404 (أيّ) كندا 21212 (أيّ) المملكة المتحدة 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 البرازيل 40404 Nextel, TIM هاييتي 40404 Digicel, Voila إيرلندا 51210 Vodafone, O2 الهند 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance إندونيسيا 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata إيطاليا 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » شاهد الرموز القصيرة للرسائل النصّيّة القصيرة للبلدان الأخرى إغلاق تأكيد)
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(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/gvta?lang=he,Victoria Teachers (@gvta) | Twitter טוויטר שאילתת חיפוש חיפוש בטוויטר חיפושים שמורים הסרה חשבון מאומת @ משתמשים מומלצים חשבון מאומת @ חשבון מאומת @ שפה: עברית Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 כבר יש לך חשבון? כניסה הגעת לא מזמן לטוויטר? הצטרף היום » כניסה טלפון, דואר אלקטרוני או שם משתמש ססמה כניסה זכור אותי שכחת את הססמה? כבר התחלת להשתמש בטוויטר דרך מסרונים? Victoria Teachers @gvta ציוצים 1,907 תמונות/סרטונים 155 במעקב 569 עוקבים 967 אהובים 161   עוד אהובים רשימות ביטול השתקת @gvta השתקת @gvta לעקוב ברשימת המעקב להפסיק לעקוב חסימה שחרור בהמתנה ביטול Victoria Teachers @gvta The Greater Victoria Teachers' Association represents approximately 1500 teachers in SD61. We are a local of the @BCTF, a union of professionals. Victoria BC gvta.net מועד ההצטרפות: אוקטובר 2010 155 תמונות וסרטונים ציוצים ציוצים Tweets & replies Victoria Teachers retweeted BCTF @bctf  ·  19 בספט׳ Results of 2014 ratfication vote: yes 86% (27275 votes), no 14% (4392). 31741 ballots returned. | #bced #bcpoli תגובה 0 replies לצייץ מחדש צויץ מחדש 438 retweets 438 אהוב סומן כאהוב 121 favorites 121 עוד הטמעת ציוץ Capital, British Columbia Victoria Teachers retweeted Renay M. @renaymo  ·  19 בספט׳ Whatever you decide, we are proud of you! @gvta #bctf you made #bced matter again. We won't forget. Thank you, #teachers #bcpoli תגובה 0 replies לצייץ מחדש צויץ מחדש 6 retweets 6 אהוב סומן כאהוב 10 favorites 10 עוד הטמעת ציוץ Victoria Teachers retweeted Benula Larsen @BenulaLarsen  ·  16 בספט׳ We knew he is alive!Elvis supporting Vic teachers on Blanshard. @bctf @gvta pic.twitter.com/pArhPBOpuu צפייה בעוד תמונות וסרטונים תגובה 0 replies לצייץ מחדש צויץ מחדש 3 retweets 3 אהוב סומן כאהוב 3 favorites 3 עוד הטמעת ציוץ Victoria Teachers retweeted Benula Larsen @BenulaLarsen  ·  16 בספט׳ Victoria Teachers at Blanshard and Bay Wow!!! Spirits are high @bctf @gvta pic.twitter.com/vpXBLQySFY צפייה בעוד תמונות וסרטונים תגובה 0 replies לצייץ מחדש צויץ מחדש 2 אהוב סומן כאהוב 2 עוד הטמעת ציוץ Victoria Teachers retweeted Benula Larsen @BenulaLarsen  ·  16 בספט׳ Victoria teachers fanning out on Blanshard st. Corner of Blanshard n Hillside @bctf @gvta pic.twitter.com/019VmmTNWn צפייה בעוד תמונות וסרטונים תגובה 0 replies לצייץ מחדש צויץ מחדש 5 retweets 5 אהוב סומן כאהוב 2 עוד הטמעת ציוץ Victoria Teachers עקב אחרי chris bromige וגם Vini ביטול השתקת @cbromige השתקת @cbromige לעקוב ברשימת המעקב להפסיק לעקוב חסימה שחרור בהמתנה ביטול chris bromige @cbromige dad, husband, educator ביטול השתקת @volimhvar השתקת @volimhvar לעקוב ברשימת המעקב להפסיק לעקוב חסימה שחרור בהמתנה ביטול Vini @volimhvar Educator in BC, mom, lifelong learner, traveler, hockey fan, art lover Victoria Teachers retweeted Bob Lilyholm @blilyholm  ·  16 בספט׳ The King showing support for #bced down Blanshard @bctf @gvta pic.twitter.com/2w3FCWHCtb צפייה בעוד תמונות וסרטונים תגובה 0 replies לצייץ מחדש צויץ מחדש 1 retweet 1 אהוב סומן כאהוב 2 עוד הטמעת ציוץ Victoria Teachers retweeted Gregor Craigie @GregorCraigie  ·  16 בספט׳ @gvta Pres Benula Larsen tells me teachers are happy BUT waiting to read fine print on tentative #bced deal. LISTEN: https://soundcloud.com/cbcvictoria/victoria-teachers-association-president-benula-larsen-on-tentative-deal … SoundCloud הפעלה צפייה בעוד תמונות וסרטונים תגובה 0 replies לצייץ מחדש צויץ מחדש 4 retweets 4 אהוב סומן כאהוב 1 favorite 1 עוד הטמעת ציוץ Victoria Teachers retweeted Gregor Craigie @GregorCraigie  ·  16 בספט׳ IF #bced deal is just about wages @gvta Pres Larsen says "it would be shameful... I hope there's at least some extra $ for classroom #bcpoli תגובה 0 replies לצייץ מחדש צויץ מחדש 3 retweets 3 אהוב סומן כאהוב 1 favorite 1 עוד הטמעת ציוץ Victoria Teachers retweeted Ben Isitt @Ben_Isitt  ·  16 בספט׳ Congratulations @bctf on standing up for Public Education & reaching tentative agreement with BC government. Solidarity forever #bced @gvta תגובה 0 replies לצייץ מחדש צויץ מחדש 6 retweets 6 אהוב סומן כאהוב 2 עוד הטמעת ציוץ Victoria Teachers retweeted Steven Toleikis @knowledgequest_  ·  15 בספט׳ “Fully funded schools make strong communities” - Standing up for #bced public ed on Foul & Oak Bay, Victoria @gvta pic.twitter.com/YZOE58R50B צפייה בעוד תמונות וסרטונים תגובה 0 replies לצייץ מחדש צויץ מחדש 7 retweets 7 אהוב סומן כאהוב 8 favorites 8 עוד הטמעת ציוץ Victoria Teachers @gvta  ·  13 בספט׳ Do you have your apple pin yet? Easy & cheap to DIY. Wear one close to your & carry extras to share! #bced pic.twitter.com/k8pfvQpqxl צפייה בעוד תמונות וסרטונים תגובה 0 replies לצייץ מחדש צויץ מחדש 5 retweets 5 אהוב סומן כאהוב 2 עוד הטמעת ציוץ Victoria Teachers @gvta  ·  13 בספט׳ Class size & composition: the last 15 years in one little table by @taraehrcke. http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2014/09/class-size-and-composition-short-visual.html … #bced pic.twitter.com/BqLwQiek9g צפייה בעוד תמונות וסרטונים תגובה 0 replies לצייץ מחדש צויץ מחדש 19 retweets 19 אהוב סומן כאהוב 5 favorites 5 עוד הטמעת ציוץ Victoria Teachers retweeted Dana Bjornson @physicsfuntime  ·  13 בספט׳ Today on the line: waves, honks, yogurt parfaits, 1 banana, nurses, & 1 music video. { @gvta} https://itunes.apple.com/app/id568780324  pic.twitter.com/72ejznKLxf צפייה בעוד תמונות וסרטונים תגובה 0 replies לצייץ מחדש צויץ מחדש 3 retweets 3 אהוב סומן כאהוב 6 favorites 6 עוד הטמעת ציוץ Victoria Teachers retweeted Ross Gilbert @rssglbrt  ·  12 בספט׳ @gvta @bctf Picket Line Comment of the Day from passing motorist, "Don't you DARE give up on this." #bced תגובה 0 replies לצייץ מחדש צויץ מחדש 21 retweets 21 אהוב סומן כאהוב 12 favorites 12 עוד הטמעת ציוץ Victoria Teachers retweeted Jason @JasoncormierMe  ·  12 בספט׳ @globeandmail @keithbaldrey @bctf @gvta @glenhansman from Colquitz Middle School Victoria BC pic.twitter.com/3ldPZW9CzJ צפייה בעוד תמונות וסרטונים תגובה 0 replies לצייץ מחדש צויץ מחדש 2 אהוב סומן כאהוב 3 favorites 3 עוד הטמעת ציוץ Victoria Teachers retweeted Dana Bjornson @physicsfuntime  ·  11 בספט׳ My best #bced #chalkthewalk so far! #mulletsrule { @bctf @gvta} pic.twitter.com/Pga1T2yTdT צפייה בעוד תמונות וסרטונים תגובה 0 replies לצייץ מחדש צויץ מחדש 7 retweets 7 אהוב סומן כאהוב 7 favorites 7 עוד הטמעת ציוץ Victoria Teachers @gvta  ·  12 בספט׳ Thank you HEU! @HospEmpUnion @sookekidsmatter @SaanichTeachers @bctf הצגת השיחה תגובה 0 replies לצייץ מחדש צויץ מחדש 0 retweets אהוב סומן כאהוב 3 favorites 3 עוד הטמעת ציוץ Victoria Teachers retweeted HEU @HospEmpUnion  ·  11 בספט׳ HEU RJH Local providing @sookekidsmatter @gvta @SaanichTeachers with $250 each to support local teachers. #bced pic.twitter.com/LSu2N24sjT BCTF וגם HEU צפייה בעוד תמונות וסרטונים תגובה 0 replies לצייץ מחדש צויץ מחדש 33 retweets 33 אהוב סומן כאהוב 24 favorites 24 עוד הטמעת ציוץ טוויטר עמוס מהרגיל או שיש איזושהי מגבלה זמנית. לנסות שוב ניתן לבקר במצב של טוויטר למידע נוסף. סגירה Victoria Teachers עקב אחרי לא לפספס אף עדכונים מאת Victoria Teachers Victoria BC · לשנות © 2014 טוויטר על אודות עזרה מידע על הפרסומות סגירה נושאים חמים נושאים חמים במיוחד בשבילך. מגמות מציעות דרך ייחודית להתקרב לדברים שמעניינים אותך. הן תפורות אישית עבורך בהתבסס על המיקום שלך והאנשים שברשימת המעקב שלך. לשנות להשאיר את הנושאים החמים המותאמים לקבל נושאים חמים מרחבי העולם סיום התעלמות סגירה קודם הבא סגירה מעבר לפרופיל של משתמש חיפושים שמורים הסרה חשבון מאומת @ משתמשים מומלצים חשבון מאומת @ חשבון מאומת @ סגירה האם לצייץ מחדש לעוקבים שלך? ביטול לצייץ מחדש סגירה האם אכן ברצונך למחוק ציוץ זה? ביטול מחיקה סגירה חסימה ביטול חסימה הוספת זיהוי מיקום לציוציך בעת שליחת ציוץ הכולל מיקום, טוויטר שומר מיקום זה. באפשרותך להפעיל/לכבות את זיהוי המיקומים לפני כל ציוץ ותמיד באפשרותך למחוק את כל היסטוריית המיקומים שלך מידע נוסף הפעלת זיהוי מיקום לא עכשיו נטרול זיהוי המיקום סגירה תקציר הפרופיל סגירה הרשימות שלך סגירה יצירת רשימה חדשה שם הרשימה תיאור עד 100 תווים, רשות פרטיות פומבי · כל אחד רשאי לעקוב אחרי רשימה זו פרטי · רשימה זו שמירת רשימה סגירה סגירה הטמעת ציוץ זה ניתן להוסיף ציוץ זה לאתר שלך על־ידי העתקת הקוד שלהלן. מידע נוסף המממ, קרתה איזו תקלה בזמן ההתחברות לשרת. לנסות שוב? לכלול את ציוץ ההורה לכלול את המדיה תצוגה מקדימה סגירה הרשמה לטוויטר אינך משתמש/ת בטוויטר? הירשמו, פיקחו עין על הנושאים שמעניינים אתכם, וקבלו עדכונים בזמן אמת. כבר יש לך חשבון? כניסה » סגירה קודים קצרים דו־כיווניים (שליחה וקבלה): מדינה קוד ללקוחות של ארצות הברית 40404 (כולם) קנדה 21212 (כולם) בריטניה 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 ברזיל 40404 Nextel, TIM האיטי 40404 Digicel, Voila אירלנד 51210 Vodafone, O2 הודו 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance אינדונזיה 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata איטליה 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » הצגת קודים מקוצרים של SMS במדינות אחרות סגירה אישור)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=20586,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > March 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 5, March 2010  Anticipating full-day Kindergarten By Karen Bernath There has been a lot of discussion and debate about the concept of full-day Kindergarten since the government first started discussing the concept. Change can be very stressful and changing the Kindergarten students’ day to full time is a huge pedagogical shift from the way the Kindergarten program has been delivered over the course of my 21 years as a teacher in British Columbia. Many questions have been raised by teachers, parents and politicians alike—do four- and five-year-olds have the stamina for a full day at school? Will there be nap time? Will Kindergarten become a mini-Grade 1? Are we, as a society, placing too much emphasis on academic achievement? The government has made it clear that full-day Kindergarten IS happening—partial implementation for September 2010 and full implementation across the province for September 2011. There comes a time in the debate when we need to focus on moving forward as Reinhold Niebuhr said “God, grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change, the courage to change the things I can, and the wisdom to know the difference.” The public debate and discussion around full-day Kindergarten has caused me, as a Kindergarten teacher, to examine my practice and reflect upon what I truly believe about the Kindergarten program. Many early primary teachers in my local have moved away from teaching Kindergarten in the last five years because of the workload issues associated with teaching Kindergarten in today’s world of high-stakes testing and accountability. I disagree with the screening of Kindergarten students before they have a chance to become familiar with the routines that will help guide them toward security in their learning environment. Being a Kindergarten teacher means doing double screeners in my district—one set for your morning class and one set for your afternoon class. Teaching K means double the report cards and double the parent teacher interviews—maybe one class of students for the full day wouldn’t be such a bad thing? The government has stated that the Kindergarten curriculum will not be doubled with the additional instructional time. Perhaps there will be an opportunity to move back to a true “play-based” program where children are allowed to learn in an experiential way. I have dusted off my Primary Program binder and started reminding myself of the way that I learned to teach primary back in the “Year 2000” with themes and centres and field trips and cooking. I have heard that the Provincial Primary Teachers’ Association is working on workshops to revive the Primary Program. Suddenly as a Kindergarten teacher, I’m excited about the possibilities—thinking maybe this change will be okay for our Kindergarten students. It is my professional responsibility to ensure that the proposed changes bring about positive benefits for the profession and the learning environment of my students, always striving for a program that is play-based, experiential, and values the developmental needs of the students in my classroom. One of my favourite quotes by Mary Englebreit comes to mind: “If you have knowledge, let others light their candles by it.” As a Kindergarten teacher who has had the opportunity to teach full-day, every-day Kindergarten to a group of ESL, students with special needs, and First Nations students in the past, I will be helping my colleagues acquire the knowledge that they are seeking to ensure that this change is in the best interest of our Kindergarten students. Watch for workshops sponsored by the Primary Teachers’ Association and the BCTF in your local. I have decided that rather than stress about the change, I’m going to embrace it and use the additional time to make my Kindergarten program a good place for four- and five-year-old children to learn. In the words of Alan Cohen, “It takes a lot of courage to release the familiar and seemingly secure, to embrace the new. But there is no real security in what is no longer meaningful. There is more security in the adventurous and exciting, for in movement there is life, and in change there is power.” Karen Bernath teaches at Bankhead Elementary School, Kelowna, and is a member of BCTF Professional Issues Advisory Committee. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=21014&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > April 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 6, April 2010  President’s message By Irene Lanzinger Since the introduction of provincial bargaining in 1994, teachers have struggled with a dysfunctional bargaining structure. The Liberal government made matters worse in 2001 with the legislation that made education an essential service. Not content to limit our right to strike, in 2002 the government stripped all class-size limits, composition language, and ratios for non-enrolling teachers from our collective agreement and limited our right to bargain these provisions. In 2005, we were once again at the bargaining table when the Liberal government imposed a contract that included a two-year wage freeze. In protest against years of unfair treatment and numerous attacks on our rights, teachers went on a two-week illegal strike. We demonstrated amazing courage and solidarity. The amazing support we received from parents and the public was both energizing and gratifying. The strike and the public support took the government by surprise. That strike and the bargaining that followed produced a number of improvements for teachers and students: class-size and composition legislation, salary improvements of 14% to 19%, grid harmonization, a 2% SIP allowance, significant salary and seniority improvements for TTOCs, portability of sick leave and seniority, and recruitment and retention allowances. In spite of our success, we are still governed by unfair essential services legislation. Restrictions on negotiating class-size, composition, and caseload limits remain. Many local provisions are badly in need of updating and improvement. While we have made modest gains, our salaries and working conditions have fallen behind other teachers in Canada. Teachers in every province west of Quebec now have higher salaries than we do. In Winnipeg, the maximum salary on the grid is $6,000 higher than the equivalent salary in Vancouver. Elementary teachers in Ontario and other provinces have two to three times more preparation time than we do. The class-size and composition legislation was inadequate to begin with and is not working effectively. Across the province, there are 3,000 classes over 30 this year and more than 12,000 classes over the composition limit of three students with IEPs per class. Our collective agreement expires in June 2011, and we are getting ready for the next round of bargaining. The Federation has adopted a plan to address the many issues we face and move toward more local bargaining. It is based on negotiation with government, negotiations with BCPSEA, and negotiations in every local around the province. Over the next few months, teachers will hear about the plan in their locals and will have the opportunity to discuss bargaining priorities. It won’t be easy and we don’t expect BCPSEA, the government, or school boards to embrace our desire for change. However, as we have demonstrated many times, we have the commitment, the courage, and the unity to be successful in making improvements for ourselves, our students, and public education. Irene Lanzinger is BCTF president.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=20336&printPage=true,BCTF News Releases  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2010 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE January 12, 2010 BC teachers win compensation for class-size violations   In a 74-page decision, arbitrator James Dorsey has compensated BC teachers for violations against the government’s legislated class-size and class-composition standards, BCTF First Vice-president Susan Lambert said today. “This is a win for teachers, classrooms, and students across British Columbia,” said Lambert. “Arbitrator Dorsey has ruled that the government and school districts cannot ignore the class-size limits set in law or the required support levels for children with special needs. In his decision, Arbitrator Dorsey said teachers should not have to bear the burden of overcrowded classes. “Teachers are not looking for extra time off,” said Lambert. “What teachers want is a government that lives up to its own legislation and follows its own rules. Ultimately, oversized classes and a lack of support for children with special needs impact students and their education.” The remedy was based on an arbitration first awarded in August 2009. That arbitration dealt with a series of grievances by the BC Teachers’ Federation from the 2006–07 and 2007–08 school years. In all, teachers grieved 546 classes from the 2006–07 school year, and 1,122 classes from the 2007–08 school year that violated the limits set by government legislation. By agreement between the two sides, the arbitration only looked at a small number of representative cases. The remedy applies to 21 cases and will be used now as a guide to settle the outstanding grievances. Using a formula constructed by Arbitrator Dorsey, teachers with classes that violated the legislation will be compensated with paid time off. “These decisions on class-size and class-composition violations show the government’s legislation is not working,” said Lambert. “The government, by stripping these matters out of collective bargaining in 2002, has created a dysfunctional system that is wasting valuable time and resources that would be better spent in the classroom. The BC government legislated class-size limits and standards of support for children with special needs, but never provided the funding to get the job done. As a result, there are more overcrowded classes today than ever before. “Teachers want to work to provide the best education possible for every student,” said Lambert. “But as this arbitration has shown, the government’s refusal to fund or improve their own legislation has put districts in an untenable situation with teachers and students forced to deal with the consequences.” In his decision, Arbitrator Dorsey stated: “When a board of education exceeds grade level size and composition standards for a class and does not meet the requirements with respect to the class, the burden of the breach is primarily borne by the teacher(s) of the class, not the principal, superintendent, trustees, or even individual students.” Paragraph 141. “If boards of education are not funded to enable them to fulfill their legislated responsibility and duty, then the funding provincial government must be accountable or the Legislative Assembly must expressly enact relief from the class-size and composition standards and explain to parents and teachers why the standards are no longer desirable or achievable.” Paragraph 73. “Review and analysis of the particulars of all classes in dispute in both school years has drawn me to a four-tier formula with a limit on the total number of paid release days as a reasonable balance among the interests of equitable compensation, an efficacious formula, and potential for settlements that minimize disruption for students.” Paragraph 170. View the entire decision here: http://www.bctf.ca/uploadedFiles/Public/BargainingContracts/ RemedyConsultClassSizeJan2010.pdf -  30  - For more information, contact Rich Overgaard, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell).)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/contacts.cfm?page=psac&sort=1&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true,BCTF Contacts Home E-mail Lists Links A to Z Index Contact Us Help SITE SEARCH Quick Links BCTF formsBCTF NewsFrançaisLabour linksPensionsTeacher NewsmagazineTeaching resources For Teachers Aboriginal Education  Bargaining & Collective Agreements  Français  Health & Safety  New Teachers  Opportunities for Members  Pensions Professional Development  Professional Rights & Responsibility  Provincial Specialist Associations  Salary & Benefits  Teachers Teaching On Call  Teaching Resources  For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > PSAs > PSA Presidents Provincial Specialist Association Presidents Last updated December 12, 2013 Sort by PSA number. 71 Aboriginal Education Association (AEA) aboriginaled.blogspot.ca   Meredith Rusk Salmon Arm West Elementary 4750 10th Avenue SW Salmon Arm, BC  V1E 3B5 250-832-3862 f: 250-833-1126 psac71@bctf.ca 63 Association for Educators of Gifted, Talented, and Creative Children in BC (AEGTCCBC) adultedpsa.org/   Shera Olson-Niewenhuizen Sorrento Elementary Box 220 Sorrento, BC  V0E 2W0 250-804-3781 f: 250-675-3374 psac63@bctf.ca 62 Association of BC Drama Educators (ABCDE) www.bcdramateachers.com   Lana O'Brien WL Seaton Secondary 2701 41st Avenue Vernon, BC  V1T 6X3 250-542-3361 f: 250-542-6076 psac62@bctf.ca 45 Association Provinciale des Professeurs de l'Immersion et du Programme-Francophone BC (APPIPC) www.appipc.ca   Sophie Bergeron Winslow Centre, SD#43 1100B Winslow Avenue Coquitlam, BC  V3J 2G3 604-937-6392 f: 604-936-6129 psac45@bctf.ca 70 BC Alternate Education Association (BCAEA) www.bctf.ca/bcaea   Mike Shaw Westside Ed Student Support Team 3770 Elliot Road Westbank, BC  V4T 1P7 250-768-3253 f: 250-768-0419 psac70@bctf.ca 41 BC Art Teachers' Association (BCATA) bcata.ca   Eileen Ryan Clayton Heights Secondary 7003 188th Street Surrey, BC  V4N 3G6 604-576-4138 f: 604-576-4793 psac41@bctf.ca 50 BC Association of Mathematics Teachers (BCAMT) www.bcamt.ca   Ron Coleborn Schou Education Center 4041 Canada Way Burnaby, BC  V5G 1G6 604-531-3170 f: 604-664-8382 psac50@bctf.ca 51 BC Association of Teachers of Modern Languages (BCATML) www.bcatml.org   Rome Lavrencic New Westminster Secondary 835 Eighth Street New Westminster, BC  V3M 3S9 604-517-6220 f: 604-517-6204 psac51@bctf.ca 42 BC Business Education Association (BCBEA) www.bcbea.ca   Harmale Sangha Tamanawis Secondary 12600 66th Avenue Surrey, BC  V3W 2A8 604-597-5234 f: 604-597-4450 psac42@bctf.ca 72 BC Co-operative Learning PSA (BCCLPSA) www.bctf.ca/bccla   Mike Galliford Maple Creek Middle School 3700 Hastings Street Port Coquitlam, BC  V3B 5K7 604-464-8581 f: 604-461-7832 psac72@bctf.ca 75 BC Culinary Arts Specialist Association (BCCASA) www.bctf.ca/bccasa   Eric MacNeill Dover Bay Secondary School 6135 McGirr Road Nanaimo, BC  V9V 1M1 250-751-3409 f: 250-751-3405 psac75@bctf.ca 73 BC Dance Educators' Association (BCDEA) www.bctf.ca/bcdea   Kim Wolski Langley Fine Arts School 9096 Trattle Street Fort Langley, BC  V1M 2S6 604-888-3113 f: 604-888-3578 psac73@bctf.ca 64 BC Educators for Distributed Learning PSA (BCEDLPSA) bcedl.ca   David Comrie Kamloops Open Online Learning 730 12th Street Kamloops, BC  V2B 3C1 250-376-5663 f: 250-377-2257 psac64@bctf.ca 52 BC Music Educators' Association (BCMEA) www.bctf.ca/bcmea   Jeff Weaver Oak Bay Secondary 2151 Cranmore Road Victoria, BC  V8R 1Z2 250-598-3361 f: 250-598-0710 psac52@bctf.ca 55 BC Primary Teachers' Association (BCPTA) www.bcpta.ca   Janine Fraser Boundary District Teachers' Association Box 634, 1815D Central Avenue Grand Forks, BC  V0H 1H0 250-446-2724 f: 250-446-2623 psac55@bctf.ca 67 BC Rural and Small Schools Teachers' Association (BCRSSTA) www.bcruralteachers.org   Virginia Ivey Pinantan Elementary School General Delivery Pinantan Lake, BC  V0E 3E0 250-377-2233 f: 250-573-3976 psac67@bctf.ca 44 BC School Counsellors' Association (BCSCA) www.bctf.ca/bcsca   Ren Morley Dr FD Sinclair Elementary 7480 128th Street Surrey, BC  V3W 4E5 604-596-1537 f: 604-596-8271 psac44@bctf.ca 57 BC Science Teachers' Association (BCScTA) bcscta.ca   Grahame Rainey Ashcroft Secondary PO Box 669 Ashcroft, BC  V0K 1A0 250-453-9144 f: 250-453-2368 psac57@bctf.ca 59 BC Social Studies Teachers' Association (BCSSTA) www.bcssta.ca   Dale Martelli Vancouver Technical Secondary 2600 East Broadway Vancouver, BC  V5M 1Y5 604-713-8215 psac59@bctf.ca 49 BC Teacher-Librarians' Association (BCTLA) www.bctf.ca/bctla   Heather Daly Moody Elementary 2717 St Johns Street Port Moody, BC  V3H 2B8 604-937-6380 psac49@bctf.ca 68 BC Teachers for Peace and Global Education (PAGE) www.pagebc.ca   Greg Van Vugt Fraser Heights Secondary 16060 108th Avenue Surrey, BC  V4N 1M1 604-582-9231 f: 604-582-9268 psac68@bctf.ca 46 BC Teachers of English Language Arts (BCTELA) www.bctela.ca/   Celia Brogan (interim) Quilchena Elementary 5300 Maple Street Vancouver, BC  V6M 3T6 604-713-4996 f: 604-713-5422 psac46@bctf.ca 58 BC Technology Education Association (BCTEA) www.bctf.ca/bctea   Martin Lim (interim) Fraser Heights Secondary 16060 108th Avenue Surrey, BC  V4N 1M1 604-587-4812 f: 604-582-9268 psac58@bctf.ca 65 Computer-Using Educators of BC (CUEBC) www.cuebc.ca   Mike Silverton Cilaire Elementary 25 Cilaire Drive Nanaimo, BC  V9S 3C9 250-758-7941 f: 250-751-8840 psac65@bctf.ca 76 Educators Against Racism (EAR)   John Peterson Lucas Centre 2132 Hamilton Avenue North Vancouver, BC  V7P 2M3 604-903-4661 psac76@bctf.ca 69 English as a Second Language PSA (ESLPSA) ellpsa.ca   Marc Tremblay Hollyburn Elementary 1329 Duchess Avenue West Vancouver, BC  V7T 1H5 604-782-1227 f: 604-981-1221 psac69@bctf.ca 66 Environmental Educators' PSA (EEPSA) www.bctf.ca/eepsa   Selina Metcalfe Surrey School District Simon Fraser University psac66@bctf.ca 53 Learning Assistance Teachers' Association (LATA) www.bctf.ca/lata   Gail Bailey Glenrosa Middle School 3565 McIver Road West Kelowna, BC  V4T 1H8 250-870-5000 (ext. 6936) f: 250-870-5076 psac53@bctf.ca 54 Physical Education--British Columbia (PE-BC) www.bctf.ca/pebc   Sue MacDonald Centre for Learning Alternatives 3400 Westwood Drive Prince George, BC  V2N 1S1 250-561-5851 f: 250-563-5487 psac54@bctf.ca 48 Provincial Intermediate Teachers' Association (PITA) www.pita.ca   Elaine Jaltema Chaffey-Burke Elementary 4404 Sardis Street Burnaby, BC  V5H 1K7 604-664-8652 psac48@bctf.ca 60 Special Education Association (SEA) www.seaofbc.ca   BJ Foulds Prince George Secondary 2901 Griffiths Avenue Prince George, BC  V2K 5N3 250-562-6441 f: 250-564-4085 psac60@bctf.ca 47 Teachers of Home Economics Specialist Association (THESA) www.bctf.ca/thesa   Paula Aquino G.W. Graham Middle Secondary 45955 Thomas Road Chilliwack, BC  V2B 0B5 604-847-0772 f: 604-824-0711 psac47@bctf.ca PSA Council Steering and Agenda Committee Chairperson Mike Silverton Cilaire Elementary 25 Cilaire Drive Nanaimo, BC V9S 3C9 250-758-7941 f: 250-751-8840 msilverton@sd68.bc.ca David Comrie Kamloops Open Online Learning 730 12th Street Kamloops, BC V2B 3C1 250-376-5663 f: 250-377-2257 dcomriel@sd73.bc.ca Mike Galliford Maple Creek Middle School 3700 Hastings Street Port Coquitlam, BC V3B 5K7 604-464-8581 f: 604-461-7832 mgalliford@sd43.bc.ca About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy Close Window Print Page   Provincial Specialist Association Presidents Last updated December 12, 2013 Sort by PSA number. 71 Aboriginal Education Association (AEA) aboriginaled.blogspot.ca   Meredith Rusk Salmon Arm West Elementary 4750 10th Avenue SW Salmon Arm, BC  V1E 3B5 250-832-3862 f: 250-833-1126 psac71@bctf.ca 63 Association for Educators of Gifted, Talented, and Creative Children in BC (AEGTCCBC) adultedpsa.org/   Shera Olson-Niewenhuizen Sorrento Elementary Box 220 Sorrento, BC  V0E 2W0 250-804-3781 f: 250-675-3374 psac63@bctf.ca 62 Association of BC Drama Educators (ABCDE) www.bcdramateachers.com   Lana O'Brien WL Seaton Secondary 2701 41st Avenue Vernon, BC  V1T 6X3 250-542-3361 f: 250-542-6076 psac62@bctf.ca 45 Association Provinciale des Professeurs de l'Immersion et du Programme-Francophone BC (APPIPC) www.appipc.ca   Sophie Bergeron Winslow Centre, SD#43 1100B Winslow Avenue Coquitlam, BC  V3J 2G3 604-937-6392 f: 604-936-6129 psac45@bctf.ca 70 BC Alternate Education Association (BCAEA) www.bctf.ca/bcaea   Mike Shaw Westside Ed Student Support Team 3770 Elliot Road Westbank, BC  V4T 1P7 250-768-3253 f: 250-768-0419 psac70@bctf.ca 41 BC Art Teachers' Association (BCATA) bcata.ca   Eileen Ryan Clayton Heights Secondary 7003 188th Street Surrey, BC  V4N 3G6 604-576-4138 f: 604-576-4793 psac41@bctf.ca 50 BC Association of Mathematics Teachers (BCAMT) www.bcamt.ca   Ron Coleborn Schou Education Center 4041 Canada Way Burnaby, BC  V5G 1G6 604-531-3170 f: 604-664-8382 psac50@bctf.ca 51 BC Association of Teachers of Modern Languages (BCATML) www.bcatml.org   Rome Lavrencic New Westminster Secondary 835 Eighth Street New Westminster, BC  V3M 3S9 604-517-6220 f: 604-517-6204 psac51@bctf.ca 42 BC Business Education Association (BCBEA) www.bcbea.ca   Harmale Sangha Tamanawis Secondary 12600 66th Avenue Surrey, BC  V3W 2A8 604-597-5234 f: 604-597-4450 psac42@bctf.ca 72 BC Co-operative Learning PSA (BCCLPSA) www.bctf.ca/bccla   Mike Galliford Maple Creek Middle School 3700 Hastings Street Port Coquitlam, BC  V3B 5K7 604-464-8581 f: 604-461-7832 psac72@bctf.ca 75 BC Culinary Arts Specialist Association (BCCASA) www.bctf.ca/bccasa   Eric MacNeill Dover Bay Secondary School 6135 McGirr Road Nanaimo, BC  V9V 1M1 250-751-3409 f: 250-751-3405 psac75@bctf.ca 73 BC Dance Educators' Association (BCDEA) www.bctf.ca/bcdea   Kim Wolski Langley Fine Arts School 9096 Trattle Street Fort Langley, BC  V1M 2S6 604-888-3113 f: 604-888-3578 psac73@bctf.ca 64 BC Educators for Distributed Learning PSA (BCEDLPSA) bcedl.ca   David Comrie Kamloops Open Online Learning 730 12th Street Kamloops, BC  V2B 3C1 250-376-5663 f: 250-377-2257 psac64@bctf.ca 52 BC Music Educators' Association (BCMEA) www.bctf.ca/bcmea   Jeff Weaver Oak Bay Secondary 2151 Cranmore Road Victoria, BC  V8R 1Z2 250-598-3361 f: 250-598-0710 psac52@bctf.ca 55 BC Primary Teachers' Association (BCPTA) www.bcpta.ca   Janine Fraser Boundary District Teachers' Association Box 634, 1815D Central Avenue Grand Forks, BC  V0H 1H0 250-446-2724 f: 250-446-2623 psac55@bctf.ca 67 BC Rural and Small Schools Teachers' Association (BCRSSTA) www.bcruralteachers.org   Virginia Ivey Pinantan Elementary School General Delivery Pinantan Lake, BC  V0E 3E0 250-377-2233 f: 250-573-3976 psac67@bctf.ca 44 BC School Counsellors' Association (BCSCA) www.bctf.ca/bcsca   Ren Morley Dr FD Sinclair Elementary 7480 128th Street Surrey, BC  V3W 4E5 604-596-1537 f: 604-596-8271 psac44@bctf.ca 57 BC Science Teachers' Association (BCScTA) bcscta.ca   Grahame Rainey Ashcroft Secondary PO Box 669 Ashcroft, BC  V0K 1A0 250-453-9144 f: 250-453-2368 psac57@bctf.ca 59 BC Social Studies Teachers' Association (BCSSTA) www.bcssta.ca   Dale Martelli Vancouver Technical Secondary 2600 East Broadway Vancouver, BC  V5M 1Y5 604-713-8215 psac59@bctf.ca 49 BC Teacher-Librarians' Association (BCTLA) www.bctf.ca/bctla   Heather Daly Moody Elementary 2717 St Johns Street Port Moody, BC  V3H 2B8 604-937-6380 psac49@bctf.ca 68 BC Teachers for Peace and Global Education (PAGE) www.pagebc.ca   Greg Van Vugt Fraser Heights Secondary 16060 108th Avenue Surrey, BC  V4N 1M1 604-582-9231 f: 604-582-9268 psac68@bctf.ca 46 BC Teachers of English Language Arts (BCTELA) www.bctela.ca/   Celia Brogan (interim) Quilchena Elementary 5300 Maple Street Vancouver, BC  V6M 3T6 604-713-4996 f: 604-713-5422 psac46@bctf.ca 58 BC Technology Education Association (BCTEA) www.bctf.ca/bctea   Martin Lim (interim) Fraser Heights Secondary 16060 108th Avenue Surrey, BC  V4N 1M1 604-587-4812 f: 604-582-9268 psac58@bctf.ca 65 Computer-Using Educators of BC (CUEBC) www.cuebc.ca   Mike Silverton Cilaire Elementary 25 Cilaire Drive Nanaimo, BC  V9S 3C9 250-758-7941 f: 250-751-8840 psac65@bctf.ca 76 Educators Against Racism (EAR)   John Peterson Lucas Centre 2132 Hamilton Avenue North Vancouver, BC  V7P 2M3 604-903-4661 psac76@bctf.ca 69 English as a Second Language PSA (ESLPSA) ellpsa.ca   Marc Tremblay Hollyburn Elementary 1329 Duchess Avenue West Vancouver, BC  V7T 1H5 604-782-1227 f: 604-981-1221 psac69@bctf.ca 66 Environmental Educators' PSA (EEPSA) www.bctf.ca/eepsa   Selina Metcalfe Surrey School District Simon Fraser University psac66@bctf.ca 53 Learning Assistance Teachers' Association (LATA) www.bctf.ca/lata   Gail Bailey Glenrosa Middle School 3565 McIver Road West Kelowna, BC  V4T 1H8 250-870-5000 (ext. 6936) f: 250-870-5076 psac53@bctf.ca 54 Physical Education--British Columbia (PE-BC) www.bctf.ca/pebc   Sue MacDonald Centre for Learning Alternatives 3400 Westwood Drive Prince George, BC  V2N 1S1 250-561-5851 f: 250-563-5487 psac54@bctf.ca 48 Provincial Intermediate Teachers' Association (PITA) www.pita.ca   Elaine Jaltema Chaffey-Burke Elementary 4404 Sardis Street Burnaby, BC  V5H 1K7 604-664-8652 psac48@bctf.ca 60 Special Education Association (SEA) www.seaofbc.ca   BJ Foulds Prince George Secondary 2901 Griffiths Avenue Prince George, BC  V2K 5N3 250-562-6441 f: 250-564-4085 psac60@bctf.ca 47 Teachers of Home Economics Specialist Association (THESA) www.bctf.ca/thesa   Paula Aquino G.W. Graham Middle Secondary 45955 Thomas Road Chilliwack, BC  V2B 0B5 604-847-0772 f: 604-824-0711 psac47@bctf.ca PSA Council Steering and Agenda Committee Chairperson Mike Silverton Cilaire Elementary 25 Cilaire Drive Nanaimo, BC V9S 3C9 250-758-7941 f: 250-751-8840 msilverton@sd68.bc.ca David Comrie Kamloops Open Online Learning 730 12th Street Kamloops, BC V2B 3C1 250-376-5663 f: 250-377-2257 dcomriel@sd73.bc.ca Mike Galliford Maple Creek Middle School 3700 Hastings Street Port Coquitlam, BC V3B 5K7 604-464-8581 f: 604-461-7832 mgalliford@sd43.bc.ca)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "October is #FosterFamilyMonth. Thank you #BC for opening your homes and hearts to more than 5,900 children and youth." @John_Yap - 11:14pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=15154&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2008 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 20, Number 5, March 2008 Alberta teachers’ historic agreement clears last hurdle By Murray Dobbin The Alberta Teachers’ Association (ATA) has come to a far-reaching agreement with the Conservative government involving the teachers’ pension fund and a five-year agreement that includes pay increases and a commitment to reduce class sizes. The agreement demonstrates that, given good will on both sides, teachers’ unions can come to good agreements with even the most conservative governments. "It is worth noting that Premier Campbell often holds Alberta up as a model for BC to follow--and ‘partners’ with that province on a range of issues," said BCTF President Irene Lanzinger. "It would be gratifying to see the BC government emulate Alberta in developing a relationship of mutual respect with BC teachers. That’s the only way real progress is made on education issues." The centre piece of the agreement is the resolution of a long-standing irritant between the government and the ATA--an unfunded liability of $2.1 billion in the ATA pension plan. The agreement provides for the provincial government to assume full responsibility for funding the pre-1992, unfunded liability. The net result will be a continuing reduction in pension contributions for teachers averaging 3.1% of salary. The five-year agreement also involves a 3% salary increase for 2007-08 and yearly increases equal to the increase in the average Alberta weekly earnings in the subsequent four years of the deal. Equally important, however, is the government’s commitment to the class-size reduction initiative negotiated with the ATA. As reported in the ATA News, "...the government will undertake to seek the support of the legislature to provide the necessary funding to school boards to enable the full implementation of the agreement and ensure that class-size targets are achieved." Just as notable as the actual details of the agreement is the tone of the negotiations and the final results. The deal was reached through the direct intervention of premier Ed Stelmach. As ATA News reported, ATA President Frank Bruseker recognized the contribution of Stelmach in achieving this solution. "During his leadership bid, Mr. Stelmach made a personal commitment to teachers that he would solve the issue of the unfunded pension liability. He has met that commitment. In fact, his personal intervention and leadership were essential in the process that ultimately resulted in this agreement." The ATA News also reported: "On a more pro-active note, the Association and the government undertake in the agreement to work co-operatively to enhance the quality of education in Alberta." Stelmach has put his political reputation on the line by making a personal commitment to lowering class sizes. In a letter to the ATA he stated: "Beyond the legislative and financial aspects of this agreement, I also wish to reinforce to Association members that we remain fully committed to important programs designed to improve the delivery of our education system, such as the Class Size Initiative. Our government recognizes reducing class sizes goes a long way in laying the foundation for a positive learning environment for our students." The Class Size Initiative in four years has provided funding to hire 2,500 additional teachers. According to Stelmach’s letter: "This is an ongoing financial commitment by government to school jurisdictions and school jurisdictions will be expected to allocate resources to achieve the Alberta’s Commission on Learning targets." The Alberta Commission on Learning established the following targets: Jr K to Grade 3: 17 students Grades 4 to 6: 23 students Grades 7 to 9: 25 students Grades 10 to 12: 27 students These targets are district-wide averages and a considerable range in class size can still exist. Also, there are no specific maximum targets for children with special needs and no provision for consulting with classroom teachers on either class size or composition. In addition to the pension, salary, and class-size commitments, the government has formally committed to "refrain from introducing legislation, regulations or policies that might affect the rights, or employment conditions of the members of the Association." While the ATA was clearly pleased with the agreement, the process for ratification was complex and time-constrained. The first step was an overwhelming approval by the Emergent Representative Assembly in November. But teachers had to vote individually on the deal and pass it by 50% plus one and 62 teacher bargaining units had to approve new five-year deals. Because local teacher associations still bargain substantive issues with their school boards—unlike BC teachers—each had to sign a separate collective agreement with their respective boards before January 31, 2008, for the provincial framework agreement to take effect. According to Ernest Clintberg, ATA co-ordinator of Teacher Welfare: "While the agreement between the government and the ATA is fairly straightforward, integrating the terms of that agreement with the specific language contained in individual collective agreements can be tricky." They provided increased bargaining resources to assist local teacher associations. Teachers overwhelmingly approved the provincial deal. All 62 teacher bargaining units ratified new five-year deals. And in a province-wide vote, 97% of individual teachers also voted in favour. The toughest test was getting all the 62 school boards to sign five-year collective agreements with their individual teacher associations by the government deadline of midnight, January 31. It literally came down to the wire. At the beginning of the day there were still six holdouts. With just hours to go, all six either accepted settlements or agreed to binding arbitration. The agreement is now ready to be implemented. Murray Dobbin is assistant director, BCTF’s Communications and Campaigns Division.)
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(20141007,www.joystiq.com,http://www.joystiq.com/,Excellent video game news, reviews and streaming for PS4, Xbox One, PC & more | Joystiq Joystiq PS4 XB1 PS3 XBOX Wii 3DS PSP PC Mobile Follow us on: News Games reviews Recommended Trailers Podcasts Streaming About Deals Send us a Tip FEATURE The crouch that changed Assassin's Creed REVIEW Alien: Isolation REVIEW Middle-earth: Shadow of Mordor Top stories Myst creators ink deal to turn adventure game into TV series by Earnest Cavalli @ecavalli (7 minutes ago) 0 Legendary Entertainment and Myst developer Cyan have reached an agreement that will see the seminal adventure game leap from the PC (and a dozen other gaming platforms) to your television. Variety claims Rand and Robyn Miller - the duo most commonly cited as the creators of Myst - will be directly involved with the creative direction of the TV series. Their goal is to not only create a "compelling TV drama" but to also expand Myst into a "true transmedia franchise" that might include tablet support and a tie-in video game. Yes, that would be a video game based on a TV show based on a video game. Lacking from Variety's report is word on whether the series will debut on a traditional TV network, via digital distribution or on a streaming service. Likewise, it's unknown what part of the Myst universe the series will be based on. With numerous sequels and spin-offs (including a defunct but rabidly beloved massively multiplayer online game) there's a wealth of material within the Myst mythos to include in the series, and that's assuming the show doesn't create a wholly unique plotline within the Millers' complex universe. [Image: Cyan] Source: Variety Culture Business Share: Share FIFA 15 review: Parking the bus by Mike Suszek @mikesuszek (37 minutes ago) 0 PS4/Xbox One/PC - also available on Xbox 360, PS3, Wii, 3DS and PS Vita What is the ideal reality for an annual sports video game series? For players, a relevant, modern game in a franchise should be relentlessly entertaining. It should have long legs, allowing players to extend the experience for months as a reliable means of getting their sports fix. EA's FIFA series is one of those properties, as demonstrated in the previous generation through this year's edition, FIFA 15. The soccer simulations have been operating at an incredibly high level for years, and it seems as if each version is still an improvement over the last. There's a downside to being at the top, however: Those improvements will shrink in scale, and the reasons to choose the latest game over the last one one shrink along with those changes. FIFA 15 (9/16/14) Continue Reading Featured Review Share: Share LittleBigPlanet 3 gets a bit of 'House' actor Hugh Laurie by Jessica Conditt @JessConditt (1 hour ago) 0 Hugh Laurie, English renaissance man and star of the long-running Fox drama House, is the voice of Newton, the antagonist in LittleBigPlanet 3, Media Molecule revealed today. This news is extra-special because it puts Laurie opposite Stephen Fry, who voices the game's narrator and happens to be Laurie's comedic partner in the classic BBC sketch show A Bit of Fry and Laurie. "The strange thing is I did not know, until I got here, that he was the narrator," Laurie says in his reveal video. "But it was actually completely delightful to think that he's on the other end of this – well, beginning and end of the game – as the all-wise, all-seeing, all-knowing narrator. Oh my god, how he would love to be described as those things: all-wise, all-knowing and all-seeing. Which he is, of course." LittleBigPlanet 3 also features the voices of Peter Serafinowicz (Shaun of the Dead), Simon Greenall (Alan Partridge), Nolan North (Middle-Earth: Shadow of Mordor) and Tara Strong (The Fairly OddParents). A few returning actors and characters are still to be revealed, Media Molecule teases. Prepare yourself for LittleBigPlanet 3 with a clip from A Bit of Fry and Laurie after the break. [Image: Sony] Continue Reading Source: PlayStation Blog Video News Share: Share PSA: Project Spark ignited on Xbox One by Alexander Sliwinski @Sliwinski (1 hour ago) 0 Project Spark, Microsoft's ... hold on, we've got that around here somewhere. Microsoft's content creation platform is officially available now on Xbox One for free. The platform's payment system went through some changes several months back into a more subscription-based service. The game creator also comes in a retail "starter pack" available today for $40, which has "$85 worth of content on the disc" according to Microsoft. It includes a co-op adventure that introduces Project Spark concepts, along with a month of premium membership to gain credits twice as fast. Project Spark (Gamescom 2014) Continue Reading Source: MajorNelson News Share: Share Joystiq Streams: First date with hard mode in Alien: Isolation by Anthony John Agnello @ajohnagnello (1 hour ago) 0 Alien: Isolation is a brutal affair, wrought in the hues of '70s filmmaking and '90s PC gaming. "Checkpoints? We don't need no stinking checkpoints!" says Alien. That's just before it bites your face off, forcing you to start that whole story sequence over again, hiding under desks and in lockers, while a terrifying, two-mouthed freak stalks you around every corner. As Ludwig Kietzmann describes in his Alien: Isolation review, the game's scares and difficulty can be exhausting. Just imagine what it's like on the hardest difficulty. Let's find out together. Starting at 4:00PM EST on Joystiq.com/Twitch, we'll be streaming the middle chapters of Alien: Isolation on hard mode, doing our damndest to sneak past the xenomorph. Anthony John Agnello (@ajohnagnello) will play while Jess Conditt (@jessconditt) offers moral support and hangs in the chat. Anyone who swings by early will get to partake in the usual pre-show tomfoolery. We broadcast live on Joystiq.com/Twitch every Tuesday and Thursday at 4:00PM EST, but we also stream on other days at unusual times so make sure to follow us on Twitch to know when we're on! [Images: Sega] Alien: Isolation (E3 2014) Video Culture Share: Share PlayStation Now open beta hits PS TV, Vita on October 14 by Earnest Cavalli @ecavalli (2 hours ago) 0 Tucked inside a lengthy pre-launch fact sheet for the PlayStation TV is word that the PlayStation Now open beta test will reach both the Vita handheld and the PS TV on October 14. Like the PlayStation 4, the PS TV and Vita beta tests will offer users access to "more than 150" PlayStation 3 games that can be streamed on-demand from Sony by anyone willing to pay for limited time access. October 14 also marks the initial debut of the PlayStation TV, meaning that those willing to purchase the gadget will not only have access to the PlayStation Now catalogue, but will also be able to play "nearly 700" compatible games, ranging from PlayStation One classics to portable PSP hits. Additionally, Sony claims the PlayStation TV will have access to "videos and movies" from the PlayStation Network Store and will launch with support for "other entertainment services," though it's not known which media options this might include. [Image: Sony] Source: PlayStation.blog News Share: Share Former BioShock devs seek funding for The Black Glove by Earnest Cavalli @ecavalli (2 hours ago) 0 Day For Night Games, a studio largely comprised of former BioShock Infinite developers, needs your help in developing The Black Glove. By "help," of course we mean "money." Though Day For Night was unable to kick off its crowdfunding efforts in July as originally planned, the studio has now launched a crowdfunding effort that seeks $550,000 to aid in the development of The Black Glove. To date, the fundraiser has attracted $42,258 and 31 days remain before the drive comes to an end. As for what backers are funding, our initial glimpse of The Black Glove contains the following description: "In The Black Glove, players use time travel to influence and affect the lives of a filmmaker, an artist and a musical act. The game takes place inside of a special theatre called The Equinox, which according to Day For Night, could exist in the past, present or future. Or it might not exist at all. So if nothing else, it sounds like the BioShock series' legacy of creating mind-explosions is intact." For more information on The Black Glove and full details on how you can throw your money at the in-development adventure, visit Kickstarter. [Image: Day For Night Games] Source: Kickstarter News Business Share: Share Trion explains why ArcheAge uses Hackshield by Brianna Royce @nbrianna (3 hours ago) 0 Ever since ArcheAge's launch, Massively has been deluged with queries about Trion's use of Hackshield, an anti-cheating toolkit created by Korean company AhnLab, Inc. Western gamers aren't traditionally fond of such security programs; as of the time of this writing, even Hackshield's meager entry under AhnLab's English Wikipedia entry has been vandalized, presumably by disgruntled internet denizens. ArcheAge's Hackshield implementation recently provoked one Redditor to issue an open letter essentially accusing Trion of illegally and secretively installing a third-party rootkit on every computer that runs Glyph. We spoke to Trion about the legalities and efficacies of the program. Specifically, we asked about five topics: Whether the program is being installed without permission, Whether it is legal to install it in in this way around the globe, Whether it is causing technical problems for users as claimed, Whether it is fully uninstalling when ArcheAge/Glyph are uninstalled, And whether it actually works, given weekend reports about exploits. Continue Reading Breaking Exclusive News Share: Share Disney draws up 20 games on Steam, including Epic Mickey 2 by Mike Suszek @mikesuszek (4 hours ago) 0 Disney Interactive jumped into the magical world of Steam this week, launching 20 PC games on the platform. Epic Mickey 2: The Power of Two ($17.99) is among the list of games from the publisher now available on Steam, and the one on the list that is new to PC entirely. Epic Mickey 2 first launched in November 2012 to an unenthusiastic reaction at retail, leading to developer Junction Point's closure in January 2013. Disney also dropped the price on each game on Steam by 10 percent until Sunday, October 12. The complete list, which features Pure ($17.99) and Split/Second ($17.99 each), can be found after the break. The launch sale page also includes five game packs, such as the seven-game "Other-Worldly Adventure Pack." [Image: Disney Interactive] Epic Mickey 2: The Power of Two (E3 2012) Continue Reading Via: Disney Interactive Source: Steam Deal News Share: Share NBA 2K15's face scan feature unleashes monstrous b-baller horde by Danny Cowan @db_cowan (5 hours ago) 0 When does a dream become a nightmare? It's the precise moment when you try to import your own face into NBA 2K15, apparently. User experimentation with NBA 2K15's new face scan feature has yielded terrifying results, and many models generated by players on the game's first day of release are barely recognizable as human. This Imgur gallery shows what can happen when a promising feature goes horribly wrong. The worst results feature multiple sets of eyes, misplaced mouths, and melted facial features. It's the sort of extreme disfigurement you'd normally associate with the Umbrella Corporation or a Troma film -- only a glitch could prove so devastating to defining traits that we, as humans, take for granted. More examples of NBA 2K15's face-destroying cruelty are collected at this Tumblr page, if you don't plan on sleeping tonight. Or ever. [Image: 2K Sports / Imgur] Via: Sporting News Source: Imgur, Tumblr Culture Share: Share Future shutters last official Nintendo UK magazine by Alexander Sliwinski @Sliwinski (6 hours ago) 0 The Official Nintendo Magazine in the UK will be shut down on November 11, Future Publishing and Nintendo announced today. The magazine's staff will be shifted to other positions within the company. "Nintendo will continue to speak directly to fans via Nintendo Direct, our social media and online channels and public events," noted the magazine on its website. Future's unofficial Nintendo UK magazine stopped publishing in 2012, the same year that North America's Nintendo Power ceased operations. Future Publishing continues to try and find its financial footing in an online world. Via: GI.biz, Eurogamer Source: ONM News Business Share: Share Adventure time for Captain Toad: Treasure Tracker on Dec. 5 by Sinan Kubba @sinankubba (7 hours ago) 0 December 5 marks a major new chapter in the mushrooming career of Captain Toad, because that's when the spirited spore-man comes to Wii U in his very own game. Nintendo of America announced the Captain Toad: Treasure Tracker release date today, noting the 3D puzzle-platformer is priced at $40 and is set to support "select" Amiibo figures sometime next year. Across the ocean, Nintendo of Europe has yet to offer up a release date for the wee captain's outing, so the game remains limited to January 2015 over there. Captain Toad's Treasure Tracker (E3 2014) Continue Reading Source: Nintendo News Share: Share Driveclub review: The Stepford Drives by Ludwig Kietzmann @ludwigk (8 hours ago) 0 (PS4) You choose what you look like in Driveclub, which adds a tinge of humanity to a game characterized by competitive pieces of metal orbiting a scenic road at high speed. It may seem like a trifling detail, just a simple tweak to the biped behind the wheel, but it's the subtle setup for what Driveclub is really about: a human trying to purge all emotion and blend in with a community of robot race-car drivers. The computer-controlled drivers infuse their route with a glorious, mechanical perfection – slingshotting around insane curves as sunlight ripples across their Mercs and Paganis. Who wouldn't want to be part of such calculated beauty? Who would not want to fit snugly into a 12-car snake slinking around the corner? Driveclub (Review) Continue Reading Featured Review Share: Share Super Smash Bros. hits Wii U in November, 2.8M sales so far by Sinan Kubba @sinankubba (9 hours ago) 0 The Wii U version of Super Smash Bros. hammers onto retail shelves on November 21 in North America, with Europe having to wait a little longer until December 5. Nintendo is also launching its Amiibo range of compatible figurines on the same day stateside, while in Europe they'll arrive ahead of the Wii U game on November 28. As previously announced, the figures have a suggested price of $13 each, while the game itself comes in at $60. That said, by the sounds of it the already released 3DS edition of the brawler is doing handily enough on its own. According to Nintendo, the handheld fighter which hit Japan's stores last month and the West only last week is up to more than 2.8 million sales worldwide. Super Smash Bros. (Wii U, 4/17/14) Continue Reading Source: Nintendo News Share: Share Give your 3DS a Mario paint job with new themes, out now by Sinan Kubba @sinankubba (10 hours ago) 0 3DS users can spice up their portable lives with new Home Menu themes, available now not just in Japan but in North America and Europe too. There are five free themes that give the startup screen a basic splash of color, but if you're after something with more pizazz there are purchasable themes too. These themes don't just change the menu wallpaper, but also alter icons and folders as well as sound effects and music. The Zelda: A Link Between Worlds theme, for example, features the game's "Hyrule Main Theme" as its menu music, while the top and bottom screens display the mirror worlds of Hyrule and Lorule. The current selection, with each theme priced between a buck or two, includes liveries for Mario & Luigi, other Nintendo stars like Yoshi and Peach, and "Geometric Patterns" for those who prefer stripes and polka dots on the go. To start sprucing up your portable following a quick system update, go to the Change Theme menu via the Home Menu button on the top left of the startup screen. There's a specific shop for the purchasable themes, but if you're not prepared to pay you can go with a simple red, blue, yellow, pink or black look, or stick with the default white. Heads-up: aqua blue 3DS plus simple blue theme equals lovely blue loveliness. Also, if you're holding out for other styles, Nintendo of Europe says an Animal Crossing: New Leaf theme should hit the shop towards of the end of the month. Continue Reading Source: @NintendoAmerica News Share: Share Next Page Breaking News Oculus VR reveals new prototype, Crescent Bay More → Advertisement The Joystiq Podcast Super Joystiq Podcast 115: Alien Isolation, The Vanishing of Ethan Carter, Oculus Crescent Bay Latest episode: Friday, October 3rd, 2014 Facebook Activity View featured screenshots → Engadget The flying car gets another shot at reality this ... Virtual reality can't cause PTSD, but it can ... Square Cash for iOS sends funds to nearby pals ... TUAW Cycloramic teaches users a DIY phone hack so the ... Reflect+ can refresh your photos in amazing ways ... Explore the world with Wayfare for iPhone ... Massively Star Trek Online hypes a time-limited (but is it ... Massively Speaking Episode 316: A life of ... SWTOR: Shadow of Revan will include new class ... WoW Heroes of the Storm technical alpha returns ... The WoW Insider Show Episode 363 ... The Queue: Podcast, Azeroth, The Matt Rossi, PTR ... AOL Tech Joystiq © 2014 AOL Inc. All rights Reserved. Privacy Policy | Terms of Use | Trademarks | AOL A-Z HELP | About Our Ads | Advertise With Us)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=19918,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 2, October 2009  Support TTOCs by ending preferential callout By Glen Hansman Our local, the Vancouver Elementary School Teachers’ Association, has had an official TTOC Committee for many years. This committee’s chairperson is a voting member of our executive committee, and the TTOC Committee has been a good vehicle for helping to support TTOCs and encouraging them to get organized around issues of concern to them. We had, of course, organized meetings of TTOCs in the past, but this was the first time that TTOCs were given this sort of recognition as a group. One of the first issues of concern this committee focused on was the preferential callout issue. Preferential callout refers to the practice of teachers and AOs requesting certain TTOCs rather than a random or rotational callout system. There was no singular perspective on this issue, and it took a while within that committee to gain consensus—but consensus was eventually reached on a position that was pro-seniority and anti-preferential callout. Of course, the practice of preferential callout had been long-standing in Vancouver, so it wasn’t as if an immediate change could be made. What occurred over the next three years was a gradual change in culture due, in large part, to the continued dedication of our TTOC committee to this issue, and willingness of our executive committee to take it on. The TTOCs brought the concern back to VESTA general meetings and staff-rep assemblies numerous times; we sent information out to the schools for discussion; and we published various articles in our newsletter (from a variety of points of view) on this topic. What was eventually recognized by our local, as an organization, was that the seniority principle, principles of professionalism, our Code of Ethics, our concerns about social justice, and the new Vince Ready language on on-scale pay for TTOCs all affected how we viewed this issue. In the 2006–07 school year, our general meeting finally took the position against preferential callout for TTOCs, and thus our responsibility as an organization was to push our management and trustees to make changes, which we have had some success doing. Currently, our HR department is not allowing preferential callout to continue—in part because of the number of “permanent TTOCs” (that is, continuing contract teachers who currently are not in a continuing position and instead are on the TTOC list temporarily), but also, we hope, because there is a recognition of the inequities preferential callout creates. The situation is complicated. Right now there are 1,150 TTOCs in Vancouver. This number has remained constant for the past decade or so. With declining enrolment, and with lower-than-normal use of sick leave, there is less work available for TTOCs currently. Given the size of Vancouver, about 300 TTOCs are needed on any given day to accommodate absences of contract teachers. Of the 1,150, about two-thirds work in other districts and many are not available every day because of life circumstances, so the 300 isn’t always guaranteed. This is part of the reason why we agreed to a second, Limited TTOC List, which would be used only when there isn’t anyone available on the regular list. With regard to retired contract teachers applying for and accepting offers to go on the TTOC list, we also have to be mindful that these individuals are also workers that have every right to work and (like everyone else) have a variety of reasons why they are choosing to work at this time. Retirees are accepted to the regular TTOC list in Vancouver, as well as the limited TTOC list for those seeking casual work. Given the changes to the BC Human Rights Code and elimination of mandatory retirement, it can’t really be any other way at this point—though the concerns of some younger TTOCs, particularly those needing to pay off student loans, need to be acknowledged. Over the past few years, VESTA has supported the motions coming to RAs and AGMs pushing for an end to preferential callout and for seniority-based callout for TTOCs—now a bargaining objective provincially, one that we hope makes it to bargaining table(s) in 2011. (See 3.B. in your Members’ Guide to the BCTF to find all the bargaining objectives—in the list you’ll find a new one at 3.B.03 from the 2007 BCTF AGM that states: “That the BCTF and its locals work to secure contract language that provides for seniority-based TOC callout procedures that take into account areas of expertise.” Similarly, the February 2008 BCTF Representative Assembly carried the following: “That BCTF locals work to eliminate the practice of contract teachers calling out, selecting, or expressing a preference for particular TOCs to fill a teacher absence.”) In the meantime, we all need to support our TTOC colleagues, and not put ourselves (as colleagues) in the position of evaluating TTOCs and their teaching. Let’s work together to make all schools welcoming to every TTOC that comes in—making sure they know the name and location of the BCTF staff rep when they begin their work day, making sure they’re included in recess and lunchtime conversations, making sure they receive the regularly scheduled prep of the contract teacher for whom they have been called, making sure their other rights under the Collective Agreement are protected, and making sure they aren’t made to feel they have to sell themselves to colleagues in order to get work. Glen Hansman is past-president, VESTA and a BCTF Executive Committee member-at-large. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2011/12/teachers-read-message-to-george-abbott.html?showComment=1322874153256,Staffroom Confidential: Teachers read message to George Abbott Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Friday, December 2, 2011 Teachers read message to George Abbott Minister of Education George Abbott has been touring the province visiting schools. This is a good thing. I remember in 2005 a Victoria teacher running into then Education Minister Shirley Bond and asking when she had last visited a classroom, to which she answered it was when she was in school herself! I hope that Mr. Abbott is listening to teachers' messages. I know during his visit at Central Middle School, teachers questioned him about the net zero mandate, services for students with special needs, and class size - issues that are important to teachers and that we feel are critical to maintaining our excellent public education system. This week, at a visit to Caulfeild Elementary in West Vancouver, teachers read the following message to Mr. Abbott: "The teachers of Caulfeild would like you to know that we are disappointed and disheartened by the government’s recent attacks on B.C. public school teachers.  By the very nature of what we do, we are caring, diligent, progressive and conscientious people who, in the face of the negative tone of the Ministry’s Education Plan, continue to work for the betterment of B.C. children and public education. Why does this government continue to strip the “profession” from teaching? The “Professional Teaching Act” is now the “Teaching Act”. The backwards movement at the Provincial bargaining table attempts to strip our contract to the point that government officials and Administrators dictate our professional development and negate any autonomy in the classroom. The message this sends is simply that we cannot be trusted to conduct ourselves as professionals and do not deserve to be treated as such. We believe that BCPSEA’s application to take back 15% of our salary and benefits for work “not done” is insulting.  We at Caulfeild have never put in more hours of our own time, after school, in the evenings and on weekends.  We are dedicated professionals who have worked above and beyond to implement our iDEC program. We don’t like to say no. We want to be successful. We are highly trained and passionate teachers who continue to teach, assess and inform parents of student progress in the usual manner.   How are B.C. teachers supposed to make ends meet with yet another zero salary increase? Perhaps rather than coaching or sponsoring teams and clubs on our personal time, we should re-claim those hours for ourselves and our families and perhaps tutor and subsidize our incomes by an extra $400 a week. Many teachers  have a second job to make ends meet. Where is the incentive for us to continue professional development when we aren’t considered professionals? Why does the government ignore the Supreme Court’s ruling on Bills 27 and 28? How does cutting funding for teacher-librarians support a need for increased literacy? Why are West Van parent volunteers expected to pick up the slack?  What are the less fortunate districts supposed to do?  This district, despite the successes you will see today, is underfunded by the government.  Fee-paying international students help make up much of your government’s shortfall.  Without them, much of what you see today would not be possible.  Our PAC’s also raise money to make up for your government’s lack of funding.  Radical change is not what we need now.  We need stability and proper funding. " Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 9:07 AM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 12 comments: UnknownDecember 2, 2011 at 5:02 PM To which he replied...?ReplyDelete AnonymousDecember 2, 2011 at 5:32 PM Thanks to the teachers of Caulfeild for taking a stand.ReplyDelete AnonymousDecember 2, 2011 at 6:01 PM As Shirley Bond was on the Prince George School Board and an active parent volunteer, I find it difficult to believe that she had last visited a classroom when she was in school herself. Perhaps this start to the blog post is influencing my reaction to the rest of the post. However, stating to the Minister that "[by] the very nature of what we do, we are caring, diligent, progressive and conscientious people", does seem to lead to the next part of that sentence being "and you're not". Would it be possible to phrase this message to the Minister in a more professional manner, one that is less adversarial?ReplyDelete AnonymousDecember 2, 2011 at 6:36 PM "[by] the very nature of what we do, we are caring, diligent, progressive and conscientious people", does seem to lead to the next part of that sentence being "and you're not". Which is completely true. I don't find the letter adversarial, I find it completely honest.ReplyDelete AnonymousDecember 2, 2011 at 10:19 PM I didn't find the letter unprofessional in the slightest,nor did I feel that the statement "[by] the very nature of what we do, we are caring, diligent, progressive and conscientious people" led to "and you're not". I felt it was an affirmation of those qualities that come into question whenever teachers are forced into any action on their own behalf.ReplyDelete Student teacher guyDecember 3, 2011 at 8:41 AM "Many teachers have a second job to make ends meet." Yikes. As a current B.Ed. student here in B.C. I find that disturbing. Do you have any data on that? Much thanks and, in any case, keep blogging. Your stuff is very informative.ReplyDelete AnonymousDecember 3, 2011 at 10:15 AM But surely there is a way to communicate with the Minister in a way that is less adversarial? If you're a teacher dealing with a student, for example, isn't it more effective to work in a little bit of praise about something, and then list things to work on? Why not start with an acknowledgement that both teachers and the people in the Ministry of Education are there because they want to help improve the lives of children through education? Talk about how teachers are a part of the conversation about the changes in the education system, and give some examples as to how things are changing in individual classrooms. Then move onto a discussion as to how West Vancouver is a fortunate district, due to having many rich parents supporting the district, and international students. This level of support is required for all districts, and all districts need stability and proper funding. For heavens sake - that's the best part of the letter. Why bury it at the bottom? Student teacher guy, I think you'll find that a number of beginning teachers may have a second job to make ends meet until they get a full time contract. I don't think you'll find that your typical full time teacher requires a second job.ReplyDelete AnonymousDecember 3, 2011 at 11:04 AM Who on earth is this person criticizing this letter?? My goodness. Do you work for George Abbott? I am not a teacher but is active int he school and have a couple friends who are teachers. What more do you want from teachers? Teachers try to stand up for once for themselves and they get knocked down. I would say good for those teachers for being a bit aggressive (to you, not to me) to fight for our education system. In fact, they should be more vocal and aggressive. Don't you think the government is being adversarial? George Abbott is the government. Student teacher: you will not get rich starting out but I know a few experienced teachers who are indeed, struggling. They take any job tutuoring, or marking for the government just to make ends meet. Lots of teachers have husbands who have very good jobs and that is their saving grace.ReplyDelete AnonymousDecember 4, 2011 at 9:03 PM I'd like to ask George to take the focus off the teachers and have a closer look at our principals. Good leadership is where it all begins and while some principals are fantastic at their jobs, some are just plain incompetent. So with regard to teacher bashing.....BACK OFF!ReplyDelete AnonymousDecember 5, 2011 at 9:54 AM This comment has been removed by a blog administrator.ReplyDelete 3G'sDecember 7, 2011 at 8:01 PM I tend to agree with Anonymous, but take issue with what Anonymous says about Anonymous' comment.ReplyDelete AnonymousDecember 10, 2011 at 10:59 AM student teacher needs to look into teaching in alberta, where funding to education cuts is being restored and the salary is 20,000.00 more a year. i am a 25 year teacher and that is 500,000.00 more over the course of my career. teachers are recognized and respected for their professional status. in fact, anyone in the health care or education field should consider alberta where real estate and cost of living is so much more manageable. housing costs in calgary are less than small town B.C. B.C. is bankrupt, take your degrees and run!!ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ▼  2011 (125) ▼  December (7) Fix the teacher? What about society bcedplan: a return to 19th century schooling? BC Education Minister announces 3% funding cut EduPlan or eduScam? Vancouver teacher Gerry Kent s... What's in the billions? The money stolen from BC k... High performing school system? Trust your teachers... Teachers read message to George Abbott ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9886&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2002 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 2, Nov./Dec. 2002 Be safe out there by Maureen L. MacDonald When the spectre of unsafe learning and working conditions looms in your classroom, what do you do? File a grievance? Sure. But there’s more! There are laws that might have been violated and actions that could be used to pursue remedies. Tantalized? Read on. Is your classroom stuffed to the gunwales with more students than usual? Maybe your class exceeds the occupant load set out in the B.C. Fire Code. The area, in square metres per person, is in Table 2.7.1.3., page 24 of the B.C. Fire Code under "assembly uses" as follows: Classrooms   1.85 m² School shops and vocational rooms 9.30 m² Laboratories in schools 4.60 m² Calculating the occupant load can be a bit tricky if you have posts or fixed furniture, but start by determining the gross area of your room in square metres, and divide it by the number of people (students and staff) in the room. A class of 30 students with one teacher and one special ed assistant would require 32 x 1.85 square metres. That’s 59.2 square metres. The occupant load might even be lowered, depending on the number of exits from the room and whether or not there is a sprinkler system. If you think there might be a violation, ask for confirmation. Place the matter on the agenda of the joint health and safety committee at your school. "What joint committee?" a teacher asked me on the phone. "The joint health and safety committee that every worksite in the province is required to have under the Workers Compensation Act if there are 20 or more workers on staff," I replied. "Does my principal know this?" the teacher asked. "That’s a really good question," I said, "because not only is there a requirement for a joint committee to exist, but there are also eight hours of training for each committee member per year stipulated in the act, and the principal or vice-principal would be a member of the committee as a representative of the employer. The reps of the support staff union would also be on that committee. So your principal should know." "What does the joint committee do?" "It has 10 duties and functions listed in Section 130 of the Act," I told the caller. "For example, identify situations that may be unhealthy or unsafe for workers and advise on effective systems for responding to those situations, and consider and expeditiously deal with complaints relating to the health and safety of workers." "Does my superintendent know?" "Undoubtedly, yes." "Oh! Hmm. Where can I get a copy of those rules?" "They’re in a book called Occupational Health & Safety Regulation, Book 1 published by the Workers’ Compensation Board. Every worksite in the province is required to have it. It is an 8.5"x11" paperback with a blue cover. It says ‘Worksafe’ at the top. Have you seen it at your school?" "No. I’ll ask my principal for it. I have a lot of reading to do!" Maybe class size is not your problem. Are you concerned about the air quality in your room? Report odd smells, dust, wood chips, moldy spots on the ceiling, dirty carpets, allergic reactions, or lack of fresh air to the joint committee. That’s right. The same joint committee that was mentioned before. An inspection, as required by the WCB, will usually identify the source of the discomfort. According to WCB Regulation 3.9, unsafe or harmful conditions found in the course of an inspection must be remedied without delay. Violence could be the topic that has you worried. Is your school’s violence risk assessment up to date? WCB reg. 4.28 requires that an assessment be done. Does everybody on staff know what it says? WCB reg. 4.30 states that the employer must inform workers who may be exposed to the risk of violence, of the nature and extent of the risk. Plans need to be in place for teachers and other staff who are dealing with students with a history of violence (yes, you have a right to know the history) or identified as potentially violent. That applies to violent parents, too. You should know in advance what the policy is on restraining students, how to get help, and when to involve the police. Is a telephone or intercom in your room? It is a topic for the joint committee. Is your problem not being resolved in a timely fashion by school personnel? Escalate. Has the district health and safety committee followed up on the reports of the worksite joint committee? Has the WCB done an inspection? Ask for details. Keep a paper trail. Ultimately, you have the right to refuse unsafe work, guaranteed in WCB reg. 3.12. Take political action. Telling parents that your school gets cleaned only every second day and that the nasty airborne pathogens, the slippery mess from the goose poop on the front stairs, or the stinky vomit on the floor may bother their children today, but that those situations will be cleaned up tomorrow, should raise eyebrows and start the telephones ringing at the school board office. Parents want children to be safe from illness and injury. Spread the word. Involve your staff rep, your local president, your trustees. "There’s so much to know," said my phone buddy. "How can I be expected to learn it all?" "Never fear. Help is available," I said reassuringly. "And you don’t have to remember everything, because there are books and binders for you to use as references. The BCTF, under the auspices of the WCB, offers the eight-hour training to members of joint committees, and the school boards pay for it. The BCTF also has health and safety workshops available in the School Union Rep Training (SURT) program. Ask your local president if training has taken place yet this year. Maybe you can be a part of it." Welcome to the new reality. Together we can make schools safer for our students and ourselves. We did it before, and we can do it again. Be safe out there. Maureen L. MacDonald is a BCTF health and safety officer.)
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(20141007,www.huffingtonpost.ca,http://www.huffingtonpost.ca/2014/10/07/canada-greenhouse-gas-emission-targets_n_5945436.html,Canada Set To Miss Greenhouse Gas Emission Target: Watchdog View mobile site October 7, 2014 Huffpost Canada Politics ca Edition: ca Show/Hide Brasil BR Canada CA Deutschland DE España ES France FR Italia IT 日本 (Japan) JP 한국 (Korea) KR Maghreb MG United Kingdom UK United States US Region: ALL Show/Hide All Canada Alberta British Columbia Québec (en français) Follow Newsletters Get Canada PoliticsNewsletters Email address Enter Email Address Huffington Post Search Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search iOS app Android app More Log in Create Account Notifications 0 $USERNAME Profile Settings Logout FRONT PAGE Politics Ford Still Doesn't Understand Racism 51 Kenney Posts Photos Of Iraqi Children To Make Case For ISIL Airstrikes 91 Clinton: Canadian Help In ISIL Fight 'Indispensable' 44 Unvetted Judge Joins Supreme Court 42 Canada Sends Advance Team To Middle East 109 Go to Politics More in Politics The Pulse Stephen Harper You Might Also Like US Politics UK Politics Business Porn Company Has A Raunchy Deal For Air Canada Pilots 3 Sun News Just Lost Its Main Source Of Content; What Now? 48 Canadian Cities Surprisingly Unpopular Destinations For Workers 0 This Is How You Rack Up U.S. Roaming Charges While In Canada 14 Look What China Might Actually Build 47 Go to Business More in Business Small Business Money You Might Also Like Tech TechCrunch Autoblog WorldPost Spanish Nurse First To Contract Ebola Outside West Africa 514 It's Been 3 Weeks Since Anyone's Seen Kim And Rumors Are Swirling 91 3 New Findings On ISIS Weapons That You Should Know About 0 WHO: More Cases Of Ebola In Europe Unavoidable 128 Turkish President Says Syrian Town Under Islamic State Siege Is About To Fall 171 Go to WorldPost More in WorldPost Foreign Affairs World Elections Arab Uprising Afghanistan War Syria Crisis You Might Also Like Travel Impact Living 100 Pumpkin Carvings That Will Inspire You 0 Fried Maple Leaves Are A Delicacy In Japan, And We're Jealous 6 WATCH: HuffPost Readers School Us On Toronto's Real Must-Eats 2 Toronto Dubbed Fourth Most Livable City In The World 0 33 Signs You Live In Liberty Village 1 Go to Living You Might Also Like Healthy Living Food Recipes Divorce Women Parentdish Green Post50 Weddings Style Best Halloween Costumes For Men And Women 0 Most Offensive Products In Retail 3 JLaw Goes Topless For Vanity Fair 0 Bridesmaid Dresses You'll Wear Again 0 Canadian Model Coco Rocha Is Pregnant! 4 Go to Style More in Style Beauty Fashion Celeb Style Entertaining and Etiquette Stylelist Canada Wedding Style Home Style You Might Also Like Style (U.S.) Weddings Stylelist Canada Entertainment '7th Heaven' Star Reportedly Confesses To Child Molestation On Tape 382 Beyonce & Nicki Minaj Are Straight Up 'Flawless' In Paris Performance 19 Jennifer Lawrence Breaks Her Silence On Nude Photo Hack 0 Kendra Wilkinson Gets Candid About Those Cheating Rumors 14 Kris Jenner Opens Up About The Late Robert Kardashian 6 Go to Entertainment You Might Also Like Music Celebrity TV Moviefone Arts The Glamorous History Of Pin-Up Like You've Never Seen It Before 3 1 Here Are A Bunch Of F*cking Delightful Artsy Cat Photos. You're Welcome. 3 This Is What It Really Looks Like To Be A Modern Day Nun 8 New Animation-Inspired Art Show Will Make You Yearn For Saturday Morning Cartoons 0 Go to Arts You Might Also Like Books Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Religion Alberta 20 Puppies Found Abandoned In Field 6 Anti-Abortion Postcard Targets Tory MP.. Again 25 Mystery 'GPO Girl' Turns Up In Calgary 0 Dozens Of Dead Cats Found, Another 62 Euthanized 0 No Drinks For You, Cardston 0 Go to Alberta More in Alberta Alberta Politics Alberta Business Alison Redford Calgary Edmonton British Columbia B.C. Teen Killed By Train Was Wearing Headphones, Texting: RCMP 13 Anthem Singer's Fall Is Lesson In Showmanship 3 Pastafarian Loses B.C. Driver's Licence Over Holy Colander 0 Elderly Asian Women Attacked In Vancouver 0 Lawyers Of Convicted Surrey Six Gangsters Want Mistrial 3 Go to British Columbia More in British Columbia B.C. Politics B.C. Business Christy Clark Vancouver All Sections News Canada Politics Canada Business US Politics US Business World Media Sports Education Crime Weird News Good News Daily Finance Entertainment Entertainment Music TV Celebrity Comedy Arts Books Moviefone Life & Style Living Style Home Healthy Living Taste Weddings Travel Parents Divorce HuffPost 50 Marlo Thomas OWN Tech & Science Tech Science Green Techcrunch Engadget TUAW Joystiq Voices Impact Women Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Religion College Teen Local Quebec (French) Calgary Montreal Ottawa Toronto Vancouver Winnipeg Mapquest Patch.com Our Mobile Apps: iPhone iPad HuffPost Live iPad Android Phone Android Tablet Politics The Pulse Stephen Harper Parliament of Canada Althia Raj on Facebook UK Politics US Politics Ford Still Doesn't Understand Racism 2014-10-06 23:00:47 Canada Is The Only UN Member To Reject Landmark Indigenous Rights Document 2014-10-02 16:51:43 Kenney Posts Photos Of Iraqi Children To Make Case For ISIL Airstrikes 2014-10-06 14:15:29 WATCH: Olivia Chow Smacks Down Racially-Charged Question 2014-10-03 11:07:05 Doug Ford Booed After Question On Brother's Anti-Semitic Remarks 2014-10-05 23:11:12 Harper Says Canada Will Bomb ISIS In Syria If Murderous Despot Asks Him To 2014-10-03 18:03:42 Canada Sends Advance Team To Middle East 2014-10-06 10:32:24 Clinton: Canadian Help In ISIL Fight 'Indispensable' 2014-10-06 14:41:21 Meet The Man Taking On MacKay In 2015 2014-10-05 17:07:51 Former Liberal National Director Faces Charges 2014-10-06 12:29:43 Unvetted Judge Joins Supreme Court 2014-10-06 15:35:39 Canadians Left In A Fog Of War 2014-10-06 17:12:35 Tory Senator Brings Up Nazis To Take Shot At Trudeau 2014-10-04 10:48:11 Tories Unveil New Firearms Rules 2014-10-07 12:37:34 Tories Refuse To Reveal Cost Of Elections Canada Split 2014-10-07 04:19:03 Previous Story Next Story Canada Set To Miss Greenhouse Gas Emission Target: Watchdog CP  | By Murray Brewster, The Canadian Press Posted: 10/07/2014 10:06 am EDT Updated: 46 minutes ago Share Tweet Email Comment tumblr reddit Julie Gelfand, Canad's commissioner of the environment and sustainable development, addresses a news conference in Ottawa, Tuesday, Oct.7, 2014. THE CANADIAN PRESS/Adrian Wyld OTTAWA - Canada is all but certain to miss its Copenhagen Accord target to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 2020, the country's environmental watchdog warned Tuesday. And not only has the Harper government failed to introduce regulations to limit emissions from the oil and gas sector, the fastest growing emitter, it has no plan for meeting the target, Julie Gelfand said in her first report as Canada's commissioner of the environment and sustainable development. Under the accord, which the government signed in lieu of participating in the Kyoto Protocol, greenhouse gas production was to be cut to 17 per cent below 2005 levels by 2020. Gelfand's predecessor warned in 2012 that the government was off course and "two years later, the evidence is stronger that growth in emissions will not be reversed in time and that the target will be missed," said the report. "I think when you make a commitment, you need to keep it," Gelfand told a news conference. "It's very difficult for us in Canada to expect other countries to meet their commitments when Canada can't meet its own." The government has introduced regulations to govern the automotive and transportation sector, the biggest source of emissions, as well as the area of electricity production. But Gelfand's report says that while regulations for coal-fired plants are in place, emissions have yet to be reduced because "performance standards take effect only in July 2015, and only apply to new plants or to existing plants when they reach the end of their useful life." Using Environment Canada data, the commissioner estimated that by 2020, greenhouse gas production in the oil and gas sector will be 27 megatonnes higher than it was in 2012. That's the biggest increase of any sector. Gelfand also found that detailed, proposed regulations are sitting on the environment minister's desk, but the "federal government has consulted on them only privately, mainly using a small working group of one province and selected industry representatives." Federal officials told the commissioner implementation has been delayed over "concern about whether regulations would make Canadian companies in the sector less able to compete with their U.S. counterparts," the report said. Timelines to put reduction measures in place have not been met and there has been little in the way of consultation with the provinces on how to achieve the national emissions target, Gelfand said. Environment Minister Leona Aglukkaq told the House of Commons that greenhouse gas emissions are 130 megatonnes lower than they would have been under the Liberals, but she didn't say how she arrived at the calculation. She went on to highlight the restrictions on automobile and electricity emissions. "These initiatives build on our already impressive record," Aglukkaq said. But Liberal environment critic John McKay said it's clear the government is not serious about imposing regulations on the energy sector until perhaps well after the next election. "Canadians are being grossly misled if they think that this government has even the remotest intention of ever trying to achieve any greenhouse gas targets, let alone join the realm of civilized nations," McKay said. The commissioner's report also tore a strip off Environment Canada, Transport Canada and Fisheries and Oceans Canada, saying mapping and icebreaking services in the Arctic are not what they should be at a time of growing marine traffic in the Far North. For almost a decade, the government has been talking up issues of sovereignty and resource development in the Arctic, but many high-traffic, high-risk areas remain inadequately surveyed and most of the available charts may not be current or reliable, the report found. "The Canadian Coast Guard cannot provide assurance to mariners that aids to navigation meet their needs for safe and efficient navigation in high-risk areas of the Arctic," Gelfand concluded. The government did receive good marks for how it is monitoring development of Alberta's oilsands, but Gelfand said more should be done to consult First Nations and to incorporate traditional ecological knowledge into Environment Canada's monitoring activities. Plans to continue monitoring the project are unclear after March 2015, she warned. When it comes to deciding which projects are designated for environmental assessment, the rationale is unclear, the commissioner also noted. In addition, federal departments need to do a better job of flagging individual ministers about the environmental impact of their decisions; in addition, strategic environmental assessments are often not stapled to projects put before cabinet. Also on HuffPost: Close  What Climate Change Just Might Ruin of   Winegrowers in France's Champagne region and scientists have already seen changes in the past 25 years, reported The New York Times last year. They have "noted major changes in their vineyards, including an increased sugar content in the grapes from which they make their wine, with a consequent decrease in acidity, and a harvest time that regularly comes two weeks earlier than it once did." Last year, the Telegraph reported that Bordeaux, one of the world's most famous wine-producing regions, may be "unsuitable for wine-growing by 2050." Yale Environment 360 explains that many European wines are tied to a specific geographical area, creating a problem for regions which may soon find themselves most suited to a new kind of grape. In the U.S., researchers at Stanford University found that climate change could mean "50% less land suitable for cultivating premium wine grapes in high-value areas of Northern California." A 2006 study published in the Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences found that "up to 81 percent" of "premium-wine-grape production area" could decline in the U.S. by the end of this century, reported Wired. Without any adaptation measures, wine-grape production could disappear from "many areas" of the country. Wired notes, "By the law of supply and demand, that suggests the best wines of tomorrow will cost even more than the ridiculous amounts they fetch today." According to the USDA, bee populations are dropping nationwide. Wetter winters and rainy summers make it harder for bees to get out and about to collect, leaving them to starve or become malnourished and more prone to other diseases. This doesn't just mean a decline in honey. We rely on bees to pollinate crops. When bees disappear, many food crops could also die off. As global temperatures rise this century, sea levels are also expected to increase. South Florida may be hit particularly hard. If greenhouse gas emissions are not reduced, global sea levels could rise over three feet by 2100, with a six foot rise possible. The U.S. Select Committee on Energy Independence and Global Warming notes: This threatens to submerge Florida's coastal communities and economies since roughly 9 percent of the state is within 5 feet of the existing sea level. Rising sea level also threatens the beaches, wetlands, and mangrove forests that surround the state. University of Florida professor Jack Putz said in 2008, "People have a hard time accepting that this is happening here," reported the Tampa Bay Times. Seeing dead palm trees and other impacts "brings a global problem right into our own back yard," he added. Click here to see a map showing what different levels of sea level rise would look like for Florida and other states. A November 2011 study found that polar bear litters are getting smaller as climate change causes sea ice decline. According to World Wildlife Fund, the study "found that if spring sea ice break-up occurs one month earlier than usual, 40-73 percent of pregnant females could fail to bring cubs to term." The National Snow and Ice Data Center found that in 2010, Arctic sea ice was at its lowest January level in 30 years. With decreased sea ice, polar bears may have greater trouble finding food sources. This could lead to cannibalism, which has already been observed by photographers. Environmental photojournalist Jenny Ross told BBC News in 2011, "There are increasing numbers of observations of it occurring, particularly on land where polar bears are trapped ashore, completely food-deprived for extended periods of time due to the loss of sea ice as a result of climate change." Thanks to a failing peanut crop due to last summer's scorching hot weather, there was a shortage of peanuts in supply at the end of 2011. If temperatures continue to rise, a jump in peanut butter prices is just the prelude to what could be in store for the beloved spread. A report released by the International Center For Tropical Agriculture warns chocolate could become a luxury item if farmers don't adapt to rising temperatures in Ghana and the Ivory Coast, where a majority of the world's cocoa is grown. The October 2011 report, funded by the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, "calls for increased research into heat and drought resistant crops, and to help transition cocoa farming to new regions that will be suitable for production in the future," reported ThinkProgress. As average temperatures rise over the course of this century, states in the Southern U.S. are expected to see a greater number of days with temperatures over 90 degrees Fahrenheit each year. Hotter temperatures will mean that football players in the South will face a greater risk of hyperthermia, explains GE's TXCHNOLOGIST blog. ThinkProgress suggests, "Indeed, it is the conservative southern U.S., especially the South central and South east, who have led the way in blocking serious climate action, as it were, making yesterday's worst-case scenario into today's likely outcome." Bad news for allergy sufferers -- climate change, and specifically warmer temperatures, may bring more pollen and ragweed, according to a 2011 study from the Mount Sinai School of Medicine in New York. Along with allergies, a changing climate may be tied to more infectious diseases. According to one study, climate change could affect wild bird migratory patterns, increasing the chances for human flu pandemics. Illnesses like Lyme disease could also become more prominent. Famed for producing some of the world's best beer, Germany could suffer from a drop in production due to climate change-induced water shortages. Barley and hops can only be grown with water, and using cheaper alternatives like corn isn't possible in Germany because of strict regulations about what you can make beer with. Research published earlier this year in the journal Nature Climate Change found that "unless farmers develop more heat-tolerant corn varieties or gradually move corn production from the United States into Canada, frequent heat waves will cause sharp price spikes," reported The New York Times. Price spikes for U.S. corn could affect prices of American macrobrews made with an adjunct ingredient like corn. With higher temperatures expected in northern latitudes in coming decades, the U.K. has begun a program to develop strawberries that will survive in higher temperatures with less water. Since chocolate also may be threatened, could sexy chocolate-covered strawberries, a Valentine's Day staple, be endangered? According to The Telegraph, Dr. David Simpson, a scientist with England's East Malling Research, said last year, "Consumer demand for fresh strawberries in the UK has been growing year on year since the early 1990s. The British growers have done a great job of increasing their productivity to satisfy this demand between April and October. The future will be challenging due to the impacts of climate change and the withdrawal of many pesticides but the breeding programme at EMR is using the latest scientific approaches to develop a range of varieties that will meet the needs of our growers for the future." Coffee lovers may want to get that caffeine fix before the treasured drink becomes a rare export. Starbucks raised the issue last year when the company's director of sustainability told The Guardian that climate change is threatening the supply chain for the Arabica coffee bean. Starbucks Sustainability Director Jim Hanna told the paper, "What we are really seeing as a company as we look 10, 20, 30 years down the road - if conditions continue as they are - is a potentially significant risk to our supply chain, which is the Arabica coffee bean." Reindeer, also known as "caribou" in North America, could face a difficult future in a warmer climate. According to U.S. News & World Report, "Russell Graham, associate professor of geosciences and director of the Earth and Mineral Sciences Museum at Penn State University, says global warming will most harm the animals adapted to the coldest environments, primarily those accustomed to life in the Arctic." A 2008 study found that caribou in West Greenland are "now arriving after peak foraging time, fewer calves are being born and more calves are dying," reported ScienceNews. It may be a bit harder to drown your pancakes in maple syrup in the future, studies suggest. According to a 2010 Cornell University study, "maple syrup production in the Northeast is expected to slightly decline by 2100, and the window for tapping trees will move earlier by about a month." Additionally, most maple syrup production south of Pennsylvania "will likely be lost by 2100 due to lack of freezing." Click here to watch one farmer's fight to save New Hampshire's sugar maples. According to a 2002 study by the Natural Resources Defense Council and Defenders of Wildlife, a warming planet does not bode well for species that thrive in cold streams. The study found that "global warming is likely to spur the disappearance of trout and salmon from as much as 18 to 38 percent of their current habitat by the year 2090." A 2011 study published in the Proceedings of the National Academies of Science produced "models [which] forecast significant declines in trout habitat across the interior western United States in the 21st century," reported The New York Times. The study claims, "The decline will have significant socioeconomic consequences as recreational trout fisheries are valued in the hundreds of millions of dollars in the United States alone." According to a 2012 report from New Jersey-based nonprofit Climate Central, thousands of New York City residents may be at risk for severe coastal flooding as a result of climate change. Climate Central explains, "the NY metro area hosts the nation's highest-density populations vulnerable to sea level rise." They argue, "the funnel shape of New York Harbor has the potential to magnify storm surges already supplemented by sea level rise, threatening widespread areas of New York City." With droughts and wildfires hitting many parts of the U.S., municipalities from Colorado to Tennessee canceled July 4th public fireworks displays or banned personal fireworks this year, citing the fire hazards they posed. In June, a study published in the journal Ecosphere found that almost all of North America will see more wildfires by 2100, reported Reuters. The study's lead author, Max Moritz, said, "In the long run, we found what most fear - increasing fire activity across large areas of the planet." Along with deforestation, climate change also poses a serious threat to South America's Amazon rainforest. A 2009 study from the U.K. Met Office found that a global temperature rise of four degrees Celsius above pre-industrial levels would cause 85 percent of the Amazon to die off in the next 100 years. Even a two degree Celsius rise would kill 20 to 40 percent of the rainforest, reported the Guardian. In May, The Club of Rome think tank predicted a global average temperatures rise of "2 degrees Celsius by 2052 and a 2.8 degree rise by 2080," reported Reuters. Jorgen Randers, author of the club's report, said, "It is unlikely that governments will pass necessary regulation to force the markets to allocate more money into climate-friendly solutions, and (we) must not assume that markets will work for the benefit of humankind." He added, "We are emitting twice as much greenhouse gases every year as are absorbed by the world's forests and oceans. This overshoot will worsen and will peak in 2030." As global sea levels rise during the 21st century, low-lying island nations like the Maldives could see their very existence threatened. With a three to six foot sea level rise predicted by 2100, nations like the Maldives could become uninhabitable, explained The New York Times. Maldives' former president, Mohamed Nasheed, has been a tireless campaigner for the urgent need for countries to take action against climate change, arguing "You can't pick and choose on science." Although seasonal fluctuations occur and El Nino/La Nina weather patterns affect snowfall, global temperature rise may impact conditions for skiers and boarders. "The long-term trend is less snow and earlier snowmelt. This means more frustration for snow sport enthusiasts and a negative impact on the snow sports industry," writes the Natural Resources Defense Council's Theo Spencer. In May, a snow-less ski race was held in Aspen, Colorado to "highlight the effect climate change has on the outdoor recreation industry," reported the Associated Press. A 2010 paper in the journal Food Research International found that climate change may one day affect the cost and quality of traditional Thanksgiving dishes, reported Discovery News. Future temperature rises could impact the quality of turkey meat. Additionally, foods like "pumpkins, sweet potatoes, potatoes, grains [and] green beans ... will be sensitive to water shortages should they arise," study author Neville Gregory told Discovery News. In fact, common Thanksgiving foods were impacted by weather events in 2011, with shortages and price spikes hitting over the holidays. Scientists at the British Met Office warn that Italy may soon be forced to import the basic ingredients to make pasta because climate change will make it impossible to grow durum wheat domestically. The crop could almost disappear from the country later this century, scientists say. A 2011 report from the U.K.'s Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs found that climate change could affect certain infrastructure, like wireless internet. The Guardian reports, "higher temperatures can reduce the range of wireless communications, rainstorms can impact the reliability of the signal, and drier summers and wetter winters may cause greater subsidence, damaging masts and underground cables," according to secretary of state for the environment. The Guardian notes, "The government acknowledges that the impact of climate change on telecommunications is not well understood, but the report raises a series of potential risks." The Great Smoky Mountains have the most annual rainfall in the southeastern U.S., which mostly falls as a light, misty rain, explains OurAmazingPlanet. A study by a team from NASA's Precipitation Measurement Missions found that "light rainfall is the dominant form of precipitation in the region, accounting for 50 to 60 percent of a year's total, governing the regional water cycle." OurAmazingPlanet notes: The results suggest the area may be more susceptible to climate change than thought; as temperatures rise, more of the fine droplets from light rain will evaporate in the air and fail to reach the ground. Lower elevations will have to contend with not only higher temperatures, but less cloud cover. Along the California coast, beach communities are finding that it may be impossible to stop coastal erosion as global sea levels rise. According to AP, David Revell, a senior coastal scientist at ESA PWA, acknowledged the relentless power of the sea, saying, "I like to think of it as getting out of the way gracefully." A report released in June by the Natural Resources Defense Council found that West Coast ocean levels will rise several inches in the next few decades. Sea levels along the California coast are expected to be six inches higher by 2030 and three feet higher by the end of the century. Despite the risks, another recent NRDC study found that California is one of several states with the best plans to deal with the effects of climate change. 2012 could be a record year for the extent of Arctic sea ice at its yearly summer minimum. Walt Meier, a research scientist at the U.S. National Snow and Ice Data Center, said that with recent satellite observations, "It definitely portends a low-ice year, whether it means it will go below 2007 (the record minimum in September), it is too early to tell," reported LiveScience. As sea ice declines in the Arctic, countries are anticipating a competition for control of shipping lanes and mineral extraction in the region. In Antarctica, research from the United States' Palmer Station on the Antarctic Peninsula has found that "87 percent of the peninsula's land-bound glaciers are in retreat," reported OurAmazingPlanet. Decreasing sea ice levels were also addressed in a recent spoof of Shell's plans to drill for oil in the Arctic this summer. Climate change has already impacted sugarcane production in Indonesia. In late 2011, the chairman of the Indonesian Sugarcane Farmers Association said, "sugarcane production decreased by up to 30 percent in 2011 due to climate change that has occurred since 2009." Climate changes and insect invasions threaten the future supply of morning joe.  Share  Tweet  ✖ Advertisement Share this ✖ close Current Slide More: Cp Canada Greenhouse Gas Canada Climate Change Copenhagen Accord Copenhagen Accord Stephen Harper Copenhagen Accord Canada Kyoto Protocol Canada Julie Gelfand Video Suggest a correction Around the Web Canada's GHG Emissions - Climate Change - Environment Canada National Greenhouse Gas Emissions - Environmental Indicators ... Canada's GHG Inventory - Climate Change - Environment Canada Facility Greenhouse Gas Reporting - Climate Change - Environment ... Reducing Greenhouse Gases - Canada's Action on Climate Change ... Greenhouse Gas Emissions - Information on Climate Change ... Leona Aglukkaq's UN climate speech doesn't mention oil and gas emissions Pay attention to Syncrude's legal efforts to eliminate greenhouse gas regulation Canada spotlights vehicle emissions regulations at UN climate talks   Click here to view Conversations Conversations Most Popular Ford Still Doesn't Understand Racism CP24 Kenney Posts Photos Of Iraqi Children To Make Case For ISIL Airstrikes CP/Twitter Clinton: Canadian Help In ISIL Fight 'Indispensable' CP Unvetted Judge Joins Supreme Court CP WATCH: Olivia Chow Smacks Down Racially-Charged Question FAIRLAWN/YOUTUBE Canada Sends Advance Team To Middle East CP Canadians Left In A Fog Of War CP Ex-Liberal MP Holds Confusing News Conference CP Doug Ford Booed After Question On Brother's Anti-Semitic Remarks Canada Is The Only UN Member To Reject Landmark Indigenous Rights Document CP Ford Now Neck And Neck With Tory: Poll CP Tories Refuse To Reveal Cost Of Elections Canada Split CP Former Liberal National Director Faces Charges CP She's In CP Doug Ford Isn't Going To Like This, Folks Michael Dunbar Jr Meet The Man Taking On MacKay In 2015 ASSOCIATED PRESS Tory Senator Brings Up Nazis To Take Shot At Trudeau PMO/CP Tories Unveil New Firearms Rules CP Harper's Free Flight For EU Leaders Wasn't Needed: Official CP Harper Says Canada Will Bomb ISIS In Syria If Murderous Despot Asks Him To CP FOLLOW HUFFPOST Email Email Address Options HuffPost Daily Brief Politics Get top stories and blog posts emailed to me each day.. Facebook HuffPost Politics Twitter HuffPost Follow Politics Follow Google Plus HuffPost Politics RSS The Huffington Post Politics All RSS / Feeds Phone Available on the App Store Android App on Google Play Get it at Blackberry App World Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search advertise log in make HuffPost your home page RSS careers FAQ user agreement privacy policy comment policy about us about our ads contact us Copyright ©2014 TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. "The Huffington Post" is a registered trademark of TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. All rights reserved. Part of HuffPost Politics Use this form to alert a HuffPost editor about a factual or typographical error in this story. Notify message * Required * * * What kind of error is this? Choose an option Factual or typographical Comment moderation problem Rights and permissions Other * What is the correction? 0 count Describe the error here (1,000 character limit) * Type the words below so we know you are not a cyborg Sign me up for The Huffington Post's Daily Brief Thank you!)
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(20141008,thetyee.ca,http://thetyee.ca/News/2014/05/26/BCTF-Demands/,Are Teachers Clued in to What Their Union Demands? | The Tyee About Advertise Follow Support RSS Topic Aboriginal Affairs BC Election 2013 BC Politics Education Energy Environment Federal Politics Film Food Gender + Sexuality Health Housing Labour + Industry Local Economy Media Municipal Politics Music Photo Essays Podcasts Politics Rights + Justice Science + Tech Transportation Travel Urban Planning + Architecture News Culture Opinion National MediaCheck Solutions Join Craving crack civic election coverage? Help fund it... News Are Teachers Clued in to What Their Union Demands? BC gov't negotiator claims they aren't. Tyee asks educators on strike today. By Katie Hyslop, 26 May 2014, TheTyee.ca   Tweet Teachers picket outside of Queen Alexandra Elementary in Vancouver this morning. Photo by David P. Ball. Who Is the Man Steering the Fortunes of BC Teachers? Government negotiator Peter Cameron's history on both sides of the bargaining table. Teachers, Employer Dispute 'Lockout' Terms Employer limits after-hours activity, punishes strikers with 10 per cent pay cut. BC's Teachers Begin Strikes Monday Escalation to rotating pickets rebuffs province's 'not fair' offer. Read more: Education, Labour + Industry, BC Politics Thousands of teachers across British Columbia refused to enter school this morning, choosing instead to stay outside, placards in hand or sandwich boards slung over their shoulders, to protest what their employers have offered during ongoing contract negotiations. B.C. teachers have been without a contract since June 30, 2013, yet after more than a year of bargaining the two sides remain far apart. The union officially moved into stage two of a three-stage strike process today, holding rotating one-day walkouts across the province this week. Seventeen districts saw walkouts today, including Vancouver, Stikine and New Westminster. Despite the vast number of teachers dutifully marching in support of their union this morning, Peter Cameron, chief negotiator for the BC Public School Employers' Association and the B.C. government's spokesperson on bargaining, has said teachers should question their union's wage proposals, implying they would be shocked by what they found. "Employees have got to talk to the union and they've got to say, 'Is it true that what we're seeking is several times what everybody else is getting?' " Cameron said during a May 16 press conference. Teachers haven't had a salary increase since 2010, and their current salary ask is a 10.75 per cent wage increase over four years, plus 2.75 per cent of cost of living. The employers' association assumes cost of living will be 1.5 per cent during that time, and therefore calculates the union's proposal to be a 15.9 per cent increase over four years -- much higher than the 7.25 over six years it has offered at the table. Cameron pointed to a recent Health Employees' Union (HEU) settlement, which gave workers 5.5 per cent wage increases over five years. The union is also asking for a return to the 2001 class size and composition formulas stripped from their contracts by then-education minister Christy Clark in 2002. Although the B.C. Supreme Court has twice ruled the contract stripping unconstitutional, the government maintains a return to those exact formulas would cost an unaffordable $2.5 billion per year on top of the $4.7 billion it already puts into education annually. The union said the cost would be closer to $300 million a year. What do teachers think? Are teachers truly shocked by their union's wage proposals? Tyee reporter David P. Ball visited four Vancouver schools to check in with striking educators. C.J. Kumar, a teacher-on-call picketing outside of Queen Alexandra Elementary, said that Cameron's characterization of the union's wage proposals being higher than other unions' settled agreements "misconstrues" the situation. "If you look at our numbers of how the government supports education and compare that nationwide to other provinces, you can see that we are in a deficit. We have under-supported our students by at least $1,000 per student," he said, a statement teachers' union president Jim Iker has repeated at several press briefings. "We’re making a salary that's exactly the same as New Brunswick. You think our cost of living is going to be the same as the people in New Brunswick?" and then added, "The primary point is getting funding for students, for getting more staff, for getting more class sizes." Chris, who refused to give her last name, was picketing outside Britannia Centre, home to Britannia Secondary and Britannia Elementary schools. She offered a more direct response to Cameron: "I'm not shocked. Because we're fighting for class size and composition; because it's important." Susan Garber, a teacher at Charles Dickens Elementary, also wasn't shocked, because all union members are kept in the bargaining loop with regular updates. "It's fair," she said of the union's proposal, but refused to elaborate on what the updates said about bargaining. "[The proposal] is very reasonable." Dispute is classic bargaining: retired teacher Not only students are affected by the rotating teachers' strikes starting this week. The Hastings Adult Education Centre above the Britannia Library also cancelled classes today. Its teachers joined their Britannia colleagues on the picket line. Adult education teacher Nicolaas Kocken said "sound bites" like Cameron's show how news about bargaining is communicated to the media, but "[the employers' association] is stonewalling and not at all providing clear access or pathway to a reasonable result," he said. Picketers outside of Britannia Centre in Vancouver. The Hastings Adult Education Centre above the Britannia Library also cancelled classes today. Photo by David P. Ball. "[Cameron has] obviously selected and interpreted the [salary proposal] according to his position. But you'll find that we're well within a reasonable request if you really did the true math," he said. A number of retired teachers have thrown their support behind the union. John Michael O'Neill, who taught for 30 years at John Oliver Secondary School before retiring four years ago, said the union's proposal isn't necessarily what it expects to get. "It's bargaining," he said. "It reminds me of when I was buying a rug in Morocco: the starting [offers] on both sides is not what you end up with. There are negotiations and compromise, and that's all I see happening here, and to highlight the starting position of the other side I don't think is fair." Both sides are back at the bargaining table today, and again on Tuesday and Wednesday. A spokesperson for the teachers' union said the two parties have agreed to remain in touch "daily" until a negotiated contract has been reached. Read more: Education, Labour + Industry, BC Politics Katie Hyslop reports on education and youth issues for The Tyee Solutions Society. Follow her on Twitter @kehyslop.   Tweet What have we missed? What do you think? We want to know. Comment below. Keep in mind: Do: Verify facts, debunk rumours Add context and background Spot typos and logical fallacies Highlight reporting blind spots Ignore trolls Treat all with respect and curiosity Connect with each other Do not: Use sexist, classist, racist or homophobic language Libel or defame Bully or troll Troll patrol. Instead, flag suspect activity. Please enable JavaScript to view the comments powered by Disqus. comments powered by Disqus LNG a chance, not a windfall, says BC throne speech Postmedia could soon own almost every English newspaper in Canada. What could possibly go wrong? VIEW: Voting for your principles is 'strategic voting' Petition opposes BC's 'potential muzzling' of non-profits More troubles for BC's big LNG plans Tirade at Tyee by immigration minister's top aide analyzed tweet by tweet Government slow to respond to FOIs? No need to tell Bob Mackin Converting ferries to LNG will save money, reduce fares: CEO See more » Tyee Video Picks Submitted by Tyee staff, Today Last chance to see 'The Vancouver Asahi' baseball story at VIFF. Where do these videos come from? From you. Suggest one here! Most Popular Can 'Cuisine' Make a Better School Lunch? What I Saw with a German Tour of the Oilsands Don't Give Postmedia More Local Monopolies How Much Do You Trust Canada's Wireless Giants? First Nations 'Front and Centre Now': Pierre Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign For Kids, the Meal Is the Message Christy Clark's No Pro at LNG Poker Understanding Harper's Evangelical Mission BC Filmmaking Duo Passes the Acid Test Most Emailed Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign For Kids, the Meal Is the Message Understanding Harper's Evangelical Mission Who'd Be a School Trustee in 2014? Why New Euro-Canada Treaty Is a Gift to Oil Firms BC Filmmaking Duo Passes the Acid Test We Must Heed Naomi Klein's Call China Deal Trumps Province, First Nations on Energy Projects: Treaty Expert Fired Researcher Who Killed Self Was Evaluating Drug Backed by Clark Climate Warriors Must Forge Stronger Alliances, Now Reported Elsewhere Postmedia could soon own almost every English newspaper in Canada (via DeSmog) Petronas CEO warns of 15-year delay to BC LNG project (via G&M) BC government apologizes for firing worker who later killed himself (via the Victoria Times-Colonist) From Tibet to Taiwan, China's outer regions watch Hong Kong protests intently (via the New York Times) It's a shame Jean-Claude Duvalier died a free man, says ex-UN prosecutor (via CBC News) Vancouver's cabbies take aim at Uber (via The Province) Keurig's coffee supremacy challenged by Canadian firm (via Yahoo! News) North and South Korea 'agree to talks' (via BBC News) See more » Your BC: The Tyee's Photo Pool Join The Tyee's Flickr group » View previous selections » Most Commented What I Saw with a German Tour of the Oil Sands (132 comments) Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign (76 comments) 'The Environment Is the Economy': MP Weston (106 comments) Fired Researcher Who Killed Self Was Evaluating Drug Backed by Clark (57 comments) Climate Warriors Must Forge Stronger Alliances, Now (53 comments) ISIS Threat: Let's Refuse to be Scared (79 comments) We Must Heed Naomi Klein's Call (309 comments) Christy Clark's No Pro at LNG Poker (38 comments) Six Steps to Protect Canadians from Flaws in China Trade Deal (128 comments) How Labour Unions Make Us Healthier (31 comments) About The Tyee National Pool Contributors Advertise Contact Funding Jobs Master Classes Privacy Policy Submissions Support The Tyee News Culture Opinion National Mediacheck Solutions Video Publications Tyee News Weekly Archives The Hook Other BC Blogs Reported Elsewhere Steve Burgess Murray Dobbin Michael Geist Crawford Kilian Rafe Mair Andrew Nikiforuk Shannon Rupp Bill Tieleman Dorothy Woodend Follow The Tyee Subscribe by email Subscribe by RSS Tyee Mobile App Managed Hosting by Gossamer Threads × Share article via email Send this article to: Your email address: Your message: Would you like to receive The Tyee's headlines free by email? Yes, every day. Yes, once a week. I already subscribe. No, thanks. Submit Show form again » Close)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9028,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2003 Special Issue Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, Special Issue, September 2003 The minister’s mixed messages   Clark says that she has "a very deep respect for the professionalism of teachers" and maintained that the changes to the college reflect that view. – The Langley Advance, June 10, 2003 "Principals have the right and the responsibility to supervise teachers in the classroom. Principals are education leaders, and it’s about time we let them lead," Clark said. "We want to make sure teaching standards are met and, if not, appropriate action will be taken." – Minister of Education’s speech at B.C. Confederation of Parent Advisory Councils, May 2, 2003 ********************************************************************** "I will close debate by saying this, because this bill is about teaching. The reason we have done so well in British Columbia in our public education system is because we in British Columbia are blessed with some of the world’s most qualified and without question, most passionate and dedicated teachers you will find anywhere on this globe. Teachers in British Columbia do it because they love kids. They love exciting the imagination of kids. They love passing on knowledge and helping guide them to become full participants in our society. It’s teachers who do that. It’s teachers who make the difference." – Christy Clark, Hansard, May 27, 2003, Debate on Bill 51 Christy Clark says the first job of the new College of Teachers will be to work out a definition of "teacher competence" so action can be taken against incompetent teachers. – The Vancouver Province, May 13, 2003 "A mixed board (of college councillors) may be more open to alternate certification of specialists such as trades teachers. It’s in the public interest to have retired mechanics come into the classroom and teach kids to fix cars, or have accomplished actors come in and teach kids drama. Why not?" – Tri-City News, May 14, 2003 ********************************************************************** "The College will continue to regulate itself. It will continue to be an independent body." – Christy Clark, Hansard, May 29, 2003, 3rd Reading of Bill 51 Section 7 of Bill 51 changes the Teaching Profession Act to give the Minister of Education the power to disallow any college by-law. ********************************************************************** Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7754,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 6, April 2005 Will school boards be back in the red after the election? by Noel Herron Funding freeze looms after 2006 Only three small newspapers across the province zeroed in on the alarming likelihood that once the BC Liberals’ increased pre-election education funding grant was accounted for, that school boards would find themselves back in the red after the election. School trustees, parents, and other education partners emerging from four years of damaging, cumulative cutbacks were so pleased that, their cash-strapped schools were about to begin a rebuilding process that most of them missed the looming funding freeze the BC Liberals had cleverly inserted into their three-year, projected plan. But the proposed rebuilding of schools and, with it, the hope of sustained reinvesting with stable funding vanishes once the pre-election funding is spent, after 2006, as the appallingly inadequate $20 million for 60 school districts is divided up across the province. And now that the initial euphoria is evaporating, B.C. secretary treasurers who have done the math are pointing with growing alarm to projected deficits for many, if not all, school boards in 2006–07 and 2007–08. Thus, on examination, what we have in place, after the initial boost, is an ipso facto funding freeze for public schools in B.C. over the next few years. (See table.) Using their massive public relations machine (30 press releases in education alone, not counting recycled announcements, since January), the BC Liberals are once more endeavouring to bamboozle a dubious public that they are adequately funding public schools. Their ongoing doublespeak drew an outraged letter recently, to the Nelson Now newspaper, from Bruce Schimpf, principal of Salmo Elementary School, who wrote: "There are times when one gets so angry when reading the [Liberal] news releases in the paper that one has to respond..." In one particular piece of the article Mr. Sufferdine (the local Liberal MLA) suggests that there have been no cuts to education since the Liberal government has taken over. Bruce Schimpf nails the issue on the head when he points out, "The influx of millions of dollars is, in my opinion, simply a good portion of the money that was taken from the education system in the past few years and now as an election approaches is simply being returned. Somewhat similar to what the government has done to the healthcare system, money being taken away and now being miraculously returned to the system. Hello Mr. Campbell, the people of the Kootenays are not that naive." You will be told that the provincial government is generously funding public schools, that the per student grant is at record levels, and on and on with the self-congratulatory and deceptive bulletins. But when the projected provincial $20 million annual grant is divided up across the province, school board budgets will tell a vastly different tale. Even with the current boost in election funding, a few boards will be compelled to run deficits this year. The sad but undeniable fact remains: Despite the BC Liberals’ manipulation of figures, if re-elected, based on their three-year service plan, they will again put in place a pattern of three years of cutbacks followed by a substantial infusion of funding on the eve of another election. This yo-yo funding pattern guarantees instability in our public school system, with cuts to programs, services, and supports for our students the order of the day. The all too familiar pattern of staff layoffs will start all over again, Education funding is not a tap that you turn off between elections and turn on when you are seeking re-election. No wonder a recent national poll finds that politicians head the list of people who are viewed with tremendous distrust by an increasingly skeptical public. It must be stated, with great clarity, that the provincial government’s $20 million will not even cover the basic, ongoing statutory and non-statutory costs that school boards must meet over the next few years: pensions and benefits, BC Hydro heating bills, a new provincial student information system, provincial curriculum initiatives imposed with no added implementation funding, increased transportation costs, and other inflationary costs. The projected Consumer Price Index are 2.6% for 2006 and 2.9% for 2007, while the proposed provincial increase of $20 million to school boards amounts to a pathetic increase of 0.5% of the total provincial education budget. Once more, the Liberals are planning to download costs to school boards. Recall the unfunded increase in teachers’ salaries in 2002, that was suddenly dumped on boards and the all too familiar smoke and mirrors game the BC Liberals play so well with education underfunding emerges. Their repeated use of one-time grants, criticized by school trustees at the trustees’ recent annual general meeting, which provide only temporary relief from cost pressures, will continue. One hopes that that trenchant old adage, "You can fool some of the people all of the time, and all of the people some of the time, but you can’t fool all of the people all of the time," comes into full play during the election now under way. One person the BC Liberals are not fooling is Bruce Schimpf, the principal of Salmo Elementary School, in the Kootenays. Year Funding 2005–06 $150 million 2006–07 $20 million 2007–08 $20 million Source: Ministry of Education operating budget document, p.1, March15, 2005 Noel Herron is a Vancouver School Board trustee. He chairs the VSB’s Personnel and Staff Services Committee. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141007,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/bcedplan/status/407970777867489280?screen_name=bcedplan&id=407970777867489280,BC's Education Plan on Twitter: ".@JessicaVdV the @bcedplan also emphasize competencies like creativity + decision making. These are key parts of future #pisa tests." Twitter Search query Search Twitter Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Language: English Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Have an account? Sign in New to Twitter? Join Today » Sign In Phone, email or username Password Sign in Remember me Forgot password? Already using Twitter via text message? BC Government News ‏ @BCGovNews Dec 3 BC students among best internationally: http://ow.ly/rpi5O  @BCEdplan Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Jessica Van der Veen ‏ @JessicaVdV Dec 3 @BCGovNews @bcedplan "Best internationally"eh? Begging the question: Why the massive changes in the #bced plan? Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Follow Following Unfollow Blocked Unblock Pending Cancel BC's Education Plan ‏ @bcedplan Dec 3 . @JessicaVdV the @bcedplan also emphasize competencies like creativity + decision making. These are key parts of future #pisa tests. Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet 12:33 PM - 3 Dec 2013 Jessica Van der Veen ‏ @JessicaVdV Dec 3 @bcedplan I created briefing binder 4 Premier's Summit on Literacy.Teachers & special ed r more important than machines for #pisa #bcpoli Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Don’t miss any updates from BC's Education Plan © 2014 Twitter About Help Ads info Close Flag this media This has already been marked as containing sensitive content. Flag this as containing potentially illegal content. Submit Cancel Learn more about flagging media Dismiss Close Previous Next Close Go to a person's profile Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Close Retweet this to your followers? Cancel Retweet Close Are you sure you want to delete this Tweet? Cancel Delete Close Block Cancel Block Add a location to your Tweets When you tweet with a location, Twitter stores that location. You can switch location on/off before each Tweet and always have the option to delete your location history. Learn more Turn location on Not now Turn off location Close Profile summary Close Your lists Close Create a new list List name Description Under 100 characters, optional Privacy Public · Anyone can follow this list Private · Only you can access this list Save list Close Close Embed this Tweet Add this Tweet to your website by copying the code below. Learn more Hmm, there was a problem reaching the server. Try again? Include parent Tweet Include media Preview Close Sign up for Twitter Not on Twitter? Sign up, tune into the things you care about, and get updates as they happen. Have an account? Sign in » Close Two-way (sending and receiving) short codes: Country Code For customers of United States 40404 (any) Canada 21212 (any) United Kingdom 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM Haiti 40404 Digicel, Voila Ireland 51210 Vodafone, O2 India 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Indonesia 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » See SMS short codes for other countries Close Confirmation)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media jthornthwaite last tweet "MLA @douglas_horne thanking @colemancountry for his work w/ housing for BC @LindaReimerMLA @bcliberals http://t.co/zR6bdVGcRI" @jthornthwaite - 02:03am Follow @jthornthwaite BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20170418,bctf.ca,http://bctf.ca/history/rooms/BuildingOurProfession1917.aspx,BCTF Online Museum > Building Our Profession Room  Welcome Rooms Collections Resources Search Menu Rooms  >  Building Our Profession 1917 The BCTF is born:  The need for an independent teacher voice The BCTF was created because teachers needed a voice that was independent from Education Department officials and from Inspectors, the people who “inspected” schools and teachers, according to Harry Charlesworth, the first General Secretary of the BCTF. Teachers’ Institutes had been around for decades and had annual conferences.  However, the executives of these organizations were primarily the very people who had authority in the system—the department officials and inspectors.  Charlesworth said “it is therefore easy to understand that many questions of direct and vital interest to teachers could hardly be discussed at Institute gatherings.” This need led teachers in the larger cities to create local associations “for the purpose of discussing educational questions.”  The meetings frequently were held during school hours, with regulations providing for early dismissal for these discussions. [It should be noted that principals were included as members of the associations and often played a significant role in the building of the BCTF.  They continued as BCTF members until removed by legislation in 1988.] Charlesworth, writing in the December 1937 issue of The B.C. Teacher, tells the story of how these locals came together to form the provincial organization: It was perhaps only natural that these Local Associations should in the course of time extend their field of activities to include problems of direct concern to the teachers’ welfare, and particularly those affecting the economic and financial position of the teacher.  When this stage was reached, it soon became apparent that there was need for a more active and definite organization of the teachers, along the lines which would give power and vitality to the collective efforts of the group. It also became clear that the absence of any co-operation between the various Local Associations was a distinct weakness, especially in view of the fact that many of the problems to be faced by the Local Associations were common and inter-related in their application.  This position was emphasized by the difficulties experienced by all groups in obtaining any satisfactory conclusions to salary conferences and negotiations between individual School Boards and representatives of individual associations. So history was made, and the B.C. Teachers’ Federation became an established institution destined to become a potent factor in the development of education generally, and in the welfare and progress of the teaching profession particularly.  Charlesworth commented as well on what he saw as the significance of the formation of the BCTF at its inaugural meeting—this was a meeting in 1916 where three local associations agreed that an organization should be created and led to the 1917 first Annual General Meeting. The formation of the Federation was a radical departure inasmuch as it was a type of teachers’ organization entirely new in Canada, although in a few years following every province in the Dominion saw the inauguration of a similar provincial organization of teachers, culminating in the formation of the Dominion organization—the Canadian Teachers’ Federation. It was an organization of the teachers, by the teachers, for the teachers.  It was entirely free from control or influence by Department of Education officials, School Board officials or any other body.  For this purpose such persons were excluded from membership in the Federation. In view of this fact it was understandable that there would be those who felt the Federation intended to embark upon a policy of non-co-operation with (or, as some expressed it, of antagonism to) the Department and officials.  Those of this opinion were openly suspicious of the new movement, and hesitated to become associated with it. ...Fortunately, the activities of the Federation soon proved that suspicions were needless.  A feeling of mutual confidence and respect soon took the place of doubt, and, as is now generally recognized, there is no part of the world in which the relationships between  the teachers’ professional organization  and the Department of Education, and the various authorities, are happier and more satisfactory, than in our own province, and this consummation has been achieved by creating and retaining the complete independence of the Teachers’ organization.   The Federation was established as a federation of Local Associations, and at the First Annual Meeting, the following associations were admitted upon declaration of their respective presidents: Vancouver Teachers’ Association Vancouver Women’s Educational Club South Vancouver Teachers’ Association Point Grey Teachers’ Association New Westminster Teachers’ Institute Victoria Teachers’ Association Chilliwack Valley Association © 201617 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11492,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 19, Number 5, March 2007 Teacher associations call for action on FSL teaching and learning Have you read the recent report on French-as-a-second-language (FSL) teaching and learning in Canada? The report presents the results of a national survey of the challenges faced by FSL teachers, a project jointly undertaken by the Canadian Association of Second Language Teachers (CASLT), the Canadian Teachers’ Federation (CTF), and the Canadian Association of Immersion Teachers (CAIT), and funded by the Department of Canadian Heritage. A total of 1,305 FSL teachers, representing all provinces and territories, completed a web-based questionnaire on their perceptions and opinions regarding teaching resources, other resources (e.g., classrooms, consultants, French-speaking support staff), support from key stakeholders, teaching conditions, and professional development opportunities. All four FSL program types currently available in Canada were represented in the sample: Core French (CF), French Immersion (FI), Extended French, and Intensive French. The questionnaire also asked teachers to provide information about themselves, their schools, their teaching experience, and their educational background. Responding FSL teachers were: predominantly female, distributed across FSL program types, geographically representative (except in the case of Quebec and BC), representative of a range of size of board and school, generally very experienced teachers, generally Anglophone, quite confident about their own abilities in French, and mostly from CF backgrounds. Findings This report presents the survey findings under the five main categories of questions: teaching resources, other resources, support from stakeholders, teaching conditions, and professional development. Overall, the majority of respondents considered commercial materials to be "poor" or "adequate" although CF teachers were more satisfied with these materials than FI teachers for whom few such materials exist, particularly materials representing Francophone culture. The quantity and quality of library resources, computer software and, community resources were considered as "poor" by the majority of respondents. With regard to other resources, more than 40% of the teachers report that a classroom dedicated to FSL and an FSL consultant to help them with their teaching are not available to them. Funding for activities, lack of French-speaking supply teachers, consultants for students with special needs, French-speaking non-teaching staff also concern the majority of teachers. However, the majority of the teachers report easy access to computers, the Internet, space for lesson preparation, and storage space. Most teachers perceived the community in which they teach to be the least supportive of their work, while school administration was perceived to be very supportive. CF teachers also report less support from parents and students. The majority of FSL teachers reported that teaching conditions (e.g., class size, special needs students, administrative duties) were slightly, or somewhat, manageable. It seems, however, that teachers found it difficult to interpret the differences between conditions that were "slightly," "somewhat," or "very" manageable, since "class diversity" was the challenge most often mentioned by teachers in answer to the open-ended questions. Most FSL teachers report participation in PD through discussions with colleagues, reading professional literature, and attendance at one workshop each year. It appears that some provinces, instead of providing routine workshops and conferences, have moved into electronic delivery of PD. Teachers suggest that funding, relevant topics, PD during school hours, and French-speaking supply teachers will make PD more accessible to them. Future directions Almost 40% of respondents have considered leaving FSL teaching. This obviously signals the need for a follow-up study to discover their reasons and the role sponsoring associations could play to reduce this number. Only 31.6% of respondents hold FSL specialist certificates. To what extent does this play a role in their ability to meet the challenges of FSL teaching and their future as FSL teachers? Sponsoring associations, in partnership with faculties of education, may be able to answer this question and ensure that faculty curricula reflect the resulting findings. Survey respondents were mainly experienced teachers. As a result, we know relatively little about recent graduates from faculties of education and whether they are better equipped to deal with the challenges awaiting them. A study of teachers during their first years of teaching (graduates of a representative sample of faculties of education in several provinces/territories) could answer this question. Again, the sponsoring associations could undertake such a study. Teachers expressed a need for PD to upgrade their language skills and learn about new FSL methodologies. The sponsoring associations could provide this PD. Teachers expressed the need for resources reflecting Francophone culture as well as library resources, computer software. In this case, too, the findings point to a clear role for the sponsoring associations. Negative attitudes toward French have been well documented in the literature and substantiated in our survey. The sponsoring associations could partner with the Office of the Commissioner of Official languages and Canadian Parents for French to improve the situation of the FSL teacher. The full report is available in English and French at: The Canadian Association of Second Language Teachers (CASLT), www.caslt.org, The Canadian Teachers’ Federation (CTF), www.ctf-fce.ca, The Canadian Association of Immersion Teachers (CAIT), www.acpi-cait.ca. Excerpted from the report’s executive summary. The researchers involved in the report are: Sharon Lapkin, University of Toronto; Alina MacFarlane, CASLT research officer; Larry Vandergrift, University of Ottawa. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media jthornthwaite last tweet "Please join me in recognizing the vital work foster families do for B.C. kids http://t.co/bdYy1yh9Jc #FosterFamilyMonth #northvan #bcpoli" @jthornthwaite - 10:56pm Follow @jthornthwaite BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8740,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, Number 5, April 2004 Summary of BCCT council actions August 2003 to February 2004 BC College of Teachers' actions: 1. Held August 2003 planning meeting at Whistler Mountain Resort. 2. Appointed new registrar with no posting or advertising process. 3. Adopted strategic plan without consultation of members. 4. Adopted major changes to college by-laws: significant amendments to By-law 6 (discipline) effective November 6, 2003 amendments to By-law 1 (quorum of council and committees) effective November 6, 2003 amendments to By-law 4 (quorum of Qualifications Subcommittee) effective November 6, 2003 amendments to By-law 2 (membership and certification) effective November 6, 2003 additional amendments to By-law 6 (discipline) effective April 1, 2004 significant amendments to By-law 2 (membership and certification) effective May 1, 2004. 5. Provided notice of motion to make additional major changes to college by-laws: significant amendments to By-law 1 (college and the council) effective June 2, 2004 significant amendments to By-law 3 (election of members to council) effective June 2, 2004 significant amendments to By-law 5 (Teacher Education Programs Committee) effective June 2, 2004 amendments to By-law 7 (discretionary committees) effective June 2, 2004 significant amendments to By-law 8 (finance) effective June 2, 2004. 6. Completed an overhaul of all college policies and procedures. 7. Implemented "gag" order on BCCT councillors preventing them from reporting to groups without approval of council. 8. Published additional editions of the new Professional Focus newsletter. 9. Turned down BCTF suggestions for making BCCT Council meetings more open and transparent. 10. Initiated a process to establish an electronic database of college members. 11. Established a person complaints process and produced numerous publications to promote the complaints process. 12. Implemented procedures that seek legal costs for every discipline case that proceeds to a hearing. 13. Decided to publish names of members involved in all discipline cases, except in exceptional circumstances. 14. Hired a communications officer with no posting or advertising. 15. Hired a consultant to upgrade college web site. 16. Published college publications on glossy and expensive paper. 17. Adopted Standards for the Education, Competence, and Professional Conduct of Educators in B.C. without consultation with teachers. The standards are guiding discipline matters, person complaints, and teacher-education policy. 18. Adopted a by-law that states that any changes to the standards will require a two-thirds majority vote of council. The council has also embarked on a process to identify performance indicators for teachers. 19. Proposed a by-law that indicates that the council will establish requirements for the continuing education of members. 20. Directed that a code of conduct be developed for college councillors. 21. Directed that a brochure be prepared outlining the procedures for implementing the duty to report professional misconduct provisions of Bill 51. 22. Adopted a new application form that requires applicants to pledge allegiance to the college and the standards, including the signing of a statement of professional commitment that involves waiving all legal rights to personal privacy. 23. Increased the per diem rates for college councillors and provided additional per diem expenses to councillors. The college will now pay the expenses for both appointed and elected councillors. 24. Posted an advertisement that calls for the hiring of an additional staff member to serve as a public-affairs co-ordinator. 25. Proposed a by-law that prohibits teacher-union activists from seeking election as college councillors. 26. Recommended to the minister of education that the structure of the council elections be changed so that only eight of the twelve elected councillors will be teachers. 27. Initiated a process that will have the college grant interim certificates to all applicants applying for certification and membership in the college. 28. Created additional tension by taking sides in the Bill 51 dispute between the BCTF and the Ministry of Education. 29. Proposed that the annual college fee be due May 31, instead of October 31. 30. Proposed a by-law to establish policies to monitor the competence of teachers. 31. Hired additional staff to process person complaints. 32. Authorized the registrar to undertake a complete governance and organizational review of the BCCT. 33. Expended college funds to allow the council chairperson and registrar to promote the work of the appointed college. 34. Forwarded numerous suggestions to the minister of education for amending the Teaching Profession Act. 35. Signed contracts for the October 2004 college conference at the Westin Bayshore Resort & Marina. 36. Initiated the production of Connected, a new glossy newsmagazine. – Mike Lombardi Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8964,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, Number 2, November/December 2003 B.C. Liberals learn from Hogwarts High Inquisitor by Nancy Knickerbocker In a bizarre case of life imitating art, British Columbia’s teachers are reporting mysterious parallels between the recent actions of our Ministry of Education and the fictional Ministry of Magic. As the past school year ended, a literary mania swept classrooms across B.C. and around the world. Students and teachers alike eagerly anticipated Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix, the latest in J.K. Rowling’s series about the brave young wizard and his struggle against He-Who-Must-Not-Be-Named. Potter fans of all ages were desperate to read about Harry’s fifth year at Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry, the year he must write the dreaded OWLs--Ordinary Wizarding Level exams. High-stakes testing isn’t Harry’s only problem, however. The unexplained absence of his teacher and friend, Hagrid the giant, is another big worry. But Dolores Umbridge, the new Defense Against the Dark Arts teacher, turns out to be the greatest source of stress at Hogwarts this year. Professor Umbridge begins her introductory speech to the students nicely enough: "The Ministry of Magic has always considered the education of young witches and wizards to be of utmost importance... The treasure trove of magical knowledge amassed by our ancestors must be guarded, replenished, and polished by those who have been called to the noble profession of teaching." (p. 192) Then comes a long discourse on permanence and progress, during which most students’ attention drifts. But to those who were listening, Umbridge gave notice that big change is coming: "Meanwhile, some old habits will be retained, and rightly so, whereas others, outmoded and outworn, will be abandoned. Let us move forward, then, into a new era of openness, effectiveness, and accountability, intent on preserving what ought to be preserved, perfecting what needs to be perfected, and pruning wherever we find practices that ought to be prohibited." (p. 193) Excuse me, professor. Did you say, "Move forward? New era? Accountability?" The plight of Hogwarts’ students sounds disturbingly familiar. Harry’s brilliant friend Hermione realizes there’s "important stuff hidden in all the waffle" of Umbridge’s speech. "It means the ministry’s interfering at Hogwarts," she says, through gritted teeth. Like Hermione, B.C. teachers have been gritting their collective teeth in the face of Liberal laws that are eerily similar to the many high-handed Educational Decrees promulgated by the bad guys in the Ministry of Magic. Their frightening reforms are applauded in the pages of the Daily Prophet. Real-life readers of the daily Province and other CanWest papers will recognize the tone of mandatory enthusiasm for ministry initiatives. MINISTRY SEEKS EDUCATIONAL REFORM DOLORES UMBRIDGE APPOINTED FIRST EVER HIGH INQUISITOR In a surprise move last night the Ministry of Magic passed new legislation giving itself an unprecedented level of control at Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry... This is not the first time in recent weeks that the Minister, Cornelius Fudge, has used new laws to effect improvements at the wizarding school. (p. 275) Educational Decree Number Twenty-Two empowers the minister to overrule decisions made by Professor Albus Dumbledore, the wise and beloved headmaster, who’s trying to protect his students and his school from destruction. It has clear echoes of the Liberals’ Bill 28, which centralized power in the ministry and eliminated provisions to protect learning conditions for children. Educational Decree Number Twenty-Three creates the new position of Hogwarts High Inquisitor, appointed personally by the Minister of Magic and endowed with "powers to inspect her fellow educators and make sure they are coming up to scratch." As Umbridge sweetly explains on first meeting Hagrid: "You ought to know, too, that as High Inquisitor it is my unfortunate but necessary duty to inspect my fellow teachers. So I daresay we shall meet again soon enough." The inspection scenes in Hagrid’s Care of Magical Creatures class and Professor Trelawney’s Divination class read like every teacher’s nightmare, especially teachers facing increased supervision in the climate described by Education Minister Christy Clark: "For too long we’ve had a model that assumes teachers and administrators are enemies and children are widgets. They’re not." (Ahem.) Meanwhile Lord Voldemort, the scariest enemy of all, is marshalling his dark forces. With the Ministry of Magic in complete denial about Voldemort’s return, Dumbledore and other wizards unite to form the Order of the Phoenix. Harry and his classmates want to help, but they aren’t learning anything at all about Defense Against the Dark Arts from Umbridge, who just makes them read the textbook as per ministry policy. But the students are determined to learn, so they convince Harry to teach them in secret. When Umbridge gets wind of the existence of their clandestine study group, she responds swiftly with Educational Decree Number Twenty-Four: Any student found to have formed, or to belong to, an organization, society, team, group or club that has not been approved by the High Inquisitor will be expelled. (p. 313) Surrey teachers and students who tried to establish gay–straight alliances also remember prohibitions against such rebellious student clubs. And, of course, Surrey teachers won’t forget being expelled on ministry orders from a recent news conference. Thousands of B.C. students are enjoying Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix for Rowling’s wonderful characters and energetic narrative. But their teachers enjoy it at another level, and feel a sense of connection with the author. Whether it’s under Margaret Thatcher or Gordon Campbell, we’ve all experienced the same political agenda, and we’re responding with the same skepticism to their educational decrees. "If only we could wave a magic wand and put everything back to normal," one B.C. teacher wistfully wrote. Unfortunately that can’t happen here in the Muggle world, the non-magical realm where real teachers, students, and parents are struggling to defend public education. But, like true Griffindors, we’re going to give it our very best! Nancy Knickerbocker works in communications for the BCTF, and is forever grateful to Harry Potter for magically transforming her youngest child from a reluctant reader into an avid one. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=24451,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 3, November/December 2011   Classified advertising  Travel/Vacation WHISTLER CABIN–PINECREST 5 bdrm/ loft, totally renovated with 4 baths, sauna, woodstove, large decks, fully equipped kitchen. By tennis courts and private lake. Seasonal rates from $275/nt. 604-936-3346, e-mail: glush49@gmail.com   WHISTLER Condo. Sleeps 4, views, close to village, 604-943-9423, preddyplace@telus.net. FRANCE. Ultimate vacations, privately owned, beautiful furn. 1 bdrm. central Paris. Wkly/mthly. 604-738-1876, 604-879-4936, irene.roland@gmail.com, www.ultimateparis.com  MAUI HAWAII, Great S. Kihei location, 1 bdrm. with ocean view, across the street from great beaches. For more information 209-599-5248 or www.maui342.com  KIHEI, MAUI, Privately owned, beautiful fully furn. 2 bdrm, 2 bath condo, across from Kamaole Beaches. Great complex, Great location. 250-598-6955. PUERTO VALLARTA Bright, clean, quiet, 1 bdrm, 2 blks from beach, downtown, $350/wk., mnthly rates. 604-608-4268, dbemc@hotmail.com  GULF ISLANDS Deluxe waterfront cottage, 1 bd./sleeps 4, winter and summer rates, call Alma 250-629-3008, www.ainsliepointcottage.com  SOUTH OF FRANCE villa in lively, lovely market town of Limoux. 4 bdrms. Sleeps 8. 2 bathrooms. All mod cons. Near lake and river swimming and historic Carcassonne. Great rates. Deep discounts for long-term, off-season. www.southoffrancerental.com  QUADRA ISLAND private cabin for 2. Panoramic ocean, mountain view, soaker tub, www.lunavista.ca   WATERFRONT CONDO Birch Bay, WA. 2 bdrm, 2 bath, for week or weekend rentals. Complex has indoor pool, hot tub, games room. $150/night or $900/wk (plus $50 cln. fee), birchbayrentals.com or call Teresa@ 604-831-4080. WHISTLER. Townhouse, sleeps 6, fully equip. 604-925-7669 or Gary 604-669-7212. WINTER STORM WATCH. Sunshine Coast oceanfront home, spectacular SW Georgia Straight Views from every room. Enjoy a winter weekend getaway curled by the woodburning fire watching the weather. 3 bdrm, 2 bath, private & peaceful, walk to beaches, Gibson’s funky shops, restaurants. $200/night, longer stays rates negotiable. Xmas avail. janeski@telus.net, 604-921-7122. LA MANZANILLA, MEXICO. Beautiful, new, luxurious home in quiet cul-de-sac. 4 bdrm, 3½ bath, pool, fully furnished. 12-min. walk to village and playa. 250-537-6984, casalamanz@shaw.ca, www.lamanzanillarental.com  PUERTO VALLARTA. 1 bdrm. with kitchenette: $300/wk. or $600/mo. in a new ocean-view private home in gated community. 7 min. to beach, 15 min. to airport. http://mexicohome.weebly.com for details. Your best bet. GRAND TOUR. Join us on The Grand Tour in July 2012. See Europe like you’ve never seen it before. www.onelifetours.ca for details. PALM SPRINGS. 2 bdrm., 2 bath townhome. Newly renovated private spa. 604-574-1904, ldevitt@roadrunner.com  PALM SPRINGS. Gorgeous 2 bdrm., 2 bath townhouse, $800/wk, 2 wk. minimum, or $ 2700/mo. Great location, many amenities, large pool and tennis courts. Available March 8th. billchelsom@shaw.ca  GULF ISLANDS. Lovely cabin, low-bank waterfront, 2bd.+/sleeps 4+, available fall, winter, spring including Xmas/Spring break. No smoking, no pets. 250-592-7263, wombats@shaw.ca  TRANQUIL SEASIDE retreat. Quadra Island. Full facilities and Internet. Serene mountain and oceanview. www.otterhouse.ca  Rent/Exchange VANCOUVER Clean, bright, quiet, centrally located condos at Robson & Bute. 1 bdrm. $95. Daily/wkly/ mthly rates. 604-608-4268, dbemc@hotmail.com  GABRIOLA ISLAND. Experience beautiful Gabriola Island, gorgeous waterfront home available, Dec. 20 to March 8, reasonable rent. billchelsom@shaw.ca  KAMLOOPS. 2 bd. suite in 55+ RiverBend Seniors Community, $2,100/mo., Spacious. Welcoming. Wheelchair friendly. Avail. immediately. catherine_steele@hotmail.com, 604-408-1023 (Vancouver). VANCOUVER. Newly refurbished & furnished studio apt in West End, 2 blocks from Stanley Park & English Bay. $450/wk. jkathleen@shaw.ca  SUBLET KITSILANO. 1 bdrm. furnished view apartment, January–April, $1,200 all inclusive. 604-731-4798. CHILLIWACK EXCHANGE. Want to try life in the Fraser Valley? Let’s exchange your Greater Vancouver house/townhouse for our beautiful, private, 4 bdrm. Fairfield Island home for 6–12 months. Grow your own veggies!! Hiking, paddling minutes from your door. Vicgladish@shaw.ca  OCEAN VIEW HOUSE on 1 acre garden property, Vancouver Island. $1000/mo. plus utilities. Includes fridge, stove, washer, dryer. South of Ladysmith in Saltair. 2 bdrm. References, credit check & lease required. Beaches nearby. mcleangrocery@telus.net   OCEAN PARK, S.Surrey. 1 bdrm. suite for rent in residential area. Utilities incl. Contact 604-535-9315. Avail. January or February 2012. Miscellaneous RETIRING SOON? Join the B.C. Retired Teachers’ Association with 50 branches around the province. Services to members: Preservation of school heritage, guarding members interests, promoting members welfare. For more information, go to www.bcrta.ca or call 604-871-2260, 1-877-683-2243. TEACHING POSITIONS IN INTERNATIONAL SCHOOLS through the 24th annual Teachers’ Overseas Recruiting Fair at Queen’s University, January 27–29, 2012. Hundreds of K–12 positions in dozens of countries. Most contracts for 2 years. Pre-registration required. http://educ.queensu.ca/careers  PENSION QUESTIONS? Ask Arnie – now retired and available for expert, personal, one-to-one consultation including pension estimates, options, bridge, CPP/OAS, and pension splitting. Reasonable rates. Call Arnie Lambert at 604-354-5624 or e-mail arnielambert@shaw.ca  FRENCH FIELD TRIPS. Contact Sandy, Burns Bog Conservation Society, 604-572-0373. FIELD TRIPS. K–12 curriculum based. Burns Bog Conservation Society, 604-572-0373. FOR PEAT’S SAKE. A classroom study on Burns Bog and other peatlands. K–7 curriculum based. 206 pages, $59.95 plus HST. Special rate for multiple copies. Burns Bog Conservation Society, 604-572-0373. SCHOOL TATOOS 1,000 tattoos with your school’s logo $149. Visit www.schooltattoos.ca, E-mail info@schooltattoos.ca or call 613-567-2636. TILING & PAINTING. Want to get the job done right? Call Vito. Glass and slate specialist. Indoor, outdoor painting. Serving the Vancouver area since 1996. www.tile-rific.ca or call 604-831-4013. HOCKEY/FITNESS INSTRUCTORS needed for Hockey Schools next summer. Interested, contact llemire@telus.net  FOR SALE. Recreation paradise. Park-like acreage. New home: 4 bdrms, 2 full baths. Main floor 1100 sq.ft. Second floor 800 sq.ft. Walk-out basement: serviced mortgage helper suite. Three bay storage shed. Two car garage. Near schools. Minutes to lakes, hiking, golf; snowmobiling and cross-country skiing. See www.shuswaptourism.ca. 75 minutes to Kelowna International Airport. Built to perfection by a custom home builder. Priced under appraised: $449,000. MLS listing #100713203. Call Wendy and Gary at 250-833-4312. LORD BYNG VANCOUVER Class of 1967, 45th Reunion, June 2, 2012. For info contact Marty at pinaud@shaw.ca or Judy at jdycharles@gmail.com AHA MOMENTS RETREAT. Whistler. Push the reset button with a weekend retreat at Whistler Dec 16-18. Hang out with a life coach and a counsellor at our cozy Whistler retreat. Focus on what you want to change, and take the first steps as we chat about today’s top personal growth thinkers, at least one of which will lead you to an Aha Moment that will change your life. $600 for Friday to Sunday, includes accommodation and gourmet meals. For more info, email ahamomentsretreat@gmail.com  What YOU need to know. A book about Living and Dying in BC.including BC Gov 09/2011 changes. A clear guide for health issues, financial concerns, wills, funerals, and more. Only $15 + $2 postage. Order from wrightpublishing@eastlink.ca or download at www.deathwillsandestates.ca  TEACHER EXCHANGE. St. John, NB, teacher and her husband would like an exchange to BC. Teach at the exemplar school for alternative education in NB working with at-risk students. If you are interested, contact Carol Wilkins at cwilk@ceef.ca. Classified ads should be sent to Kathleen Smith at ksmith@bctf.ca prior to the deadline. Payment can be made with a cheque made payable to the BCTF and sent marked to Kathleen's attention or call with a credit card number.   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141006,politics.theglobeandmail.com,http://politics.theglobeandmail.com/bc-teachers-strike/page/4/,B.C. Teachers Strike - Politics Live - News, commentary and analysis from The Globe and Mail's politics team Politics Live Cancel Search 0 new update What you need to know Teachers have ratified the collective agreement between the B.C. Teachers' Federation and their public school employers by a vote of 86 per cent. In most districts, schools will open Monday. The first 14 days of the 2014-15 school year were lost to the strike, as well as the last two weeks of the 2013-14 school year. What's in the agreement? How does it compare to the BCTF's initial proposals? How B.C. teachers have measured up historically Home » B.C. Teachers Strike petition 4 weeks ago Petition for binding arbitration hits 10,000-signature mark 24 hours after Greens posted it By Mason Wright Sign the petition #bcpoli #bctf #bced Petition calling on the BC Government to agree to binding arbitration with BCTF http://t.co/apQ0NiGFfk — Andrew Weaver (@AJWVictoriaBC) September 8, 2014 It offers no solutions on how to fund a settlement reached by arbitration, but the Green Party of B.C. has received more than 10,000 signatures on an online petition posted Monday urging provincial negotiators to accept binding arbitration to settle the teachers’ strike. Similar petitions previously hosted by the party fell far short of the 10,000 signatures mark, at least online. One demanding Premier Christy Clark reject the Northern Gateway pipeline gathered 4,421 signatures, and another calling for an independent investigation into the Mount Polley mine disaster reached 2,397 signatures. The full text of the education petition, ostensibly posted by the party’s lone MLA, Andrew Weaver, reads like a formal motion: Whereas a stable and robust public education system is essential for the social, economic and environmental future of the province; and Whereas there is much to be proud of in our public schools including well-educated, hard-working teachers; parents who advocate passionately for their children; and students who consistently perform strongly in the Programme for International Student Assessment; and Whereas the education and livelihood of BC children, their parents, their teachers and school support staff and many others throughout BC are being adversely affected by the ongoing labour dispute; and Whereas the British Columbia Teachers’ Federation has agreed to seek binding arbitration to settle their labour dispute; and Whereas face to face negotiations and mediation have broken down; Therefore, be it resolved that the BC government reverse its decision and agree to binding arbitration in order to settle the labour dispute with BC teachers. Petition calling on the BC Government to agree to binding arbitration with the BC Teachers’ Federation To the Honourable the Legislative Assembly of the Province of British Columbia, in Legislature Assembled and the British Columbia Teachers Federation: The petition of the undersigned states that: As of the time of this writing, the number of signatories stood at 10,009. Follow Mason Wright on Twitter: @thismason andrew weavergreen partypetition Filed under: B.C. Teachers Strike bctf 4 weeks ago Community raises funds for teachers during protracted labour dispute By Andrea Woo — Vancouver A teacher walks the picket line outside Vancouver Technical Secondary in Vancouver on May 26, 2014, the first day of rotating strikes by B.C. teachers. (John Lehmann/The Globe and Mail) The average B.C. teacher has already lost $6,000 from being out on picket lines since mid-June, Justine Hunter reports. With some teachers resorting to food banks and working second jobs to get by as the labour dispute drags on, various groups — including community members, businesses and unions — have started fundraising in efforts to help them out financially. Families Funding Teachers, for example, provides an avenue for parents to donate to teachers the $40 a day being offered by government for “temporary education support.” From its website: We’re giving our #40bucksaday back to the teachers! You can help by pledging your financial support to teachers and their families too! All monies are donated directly to the BC Teachers Federation PayPal account and will go to support the strike fund. We want Christy Clark and her government to know that we stand in solidarity with BC’s teachers – and that we don’t want her bribe money. And on Wednesdays, Bandidas Taqueria on Commercial Drive will be donating 100 per cent of profits to Families Funding Teachers. “We believe that teaching is one of the most important (and underpaid) jobs of our society,” reads a note on the taco shop’s website. “We support our teachers and believe in the public school system of B.C. This funds drive will last until the teachers are back at work.” As well: On Wednesday (Sept. 10) the union representing 1,800 BC Hydro workers will vote on whether to set aside a $100,000 loan for the B.C. Teachers’ Federation (BCTF). Local 378 of the Canadian Office and Professional Employees Union says a fund to support its own job action currently stands at $200,000 but a new contract has recently been negotiated for BC Hydro members so they won’t be needing the money any time soon. Rich Overgaard, a spokesman for the BCTF, said such donations and loans are usually managed by the union’s executive committee. “Typically, money goes into the strike fund (when Ontario teachers donated a couple million, members got another day of strike pay) or funds are sent to our locals’ hardship funds [for members facing financial difficulties],” Mr. Overgaard wrote in an email. “Members in need access those funds through each local.” With a report from The Canadian Press 3:00 p.m. PT update: Vancity has also launched a Strike Relief Plan for teachers and parents affected by the strike. Three options offered are loan consolidation, loan/mortgage payment deferral and extending credit. The credit union says on its website the plan is “available to members and non-members who have not been able to work because of the labour dispute, and to others whose income has been disrupted or have had to take on additional costs due [to] a strike.” Individuals will be advised on a case-by-case basis. Follow Andrea Woo on Twitter: @AndreaWoo bctftemporary education support Filed under: B.C. Teachers Strike budget 4 weeks ago Increased surplus doesn’t change amount available for teachers, B.C. Finance Minister says By Justine Hunter — Victoria The B.C. Liberal government has made balancing the budget its top political priority. (Rafal Gerszak for The Globe and Mail) B.C. Finance Minister Mike de Jong says the province’s balanced budget remains on track but there is no fiscal room to sweeten the pot to get public school teachers back to work. At the first fiscal update since he tabled the B.C. budget in February, Mr. de Jong told reporters in Victoria the surplus now looks slightly bigger,  $266-million, for the current budget year. But he said  “that includes an assumption that all labour agreements will be reached within the current affordability mandate.” The B.C. Liberal government has made balancing the budget its top political priority, and the budget presented in February was balanced on a razor’s edge. The province has settled labour contracts with more than half of its public sector workers in the current round of bargaining, and has maintained that the B.C. Teachers’ Federation will have to settle for the same terms as the rest of the public service. The province’s 40, 000 public school teachers have been on strike since mid-June. Mediator Vince Ready had said the two sides are too far apart on wages,  benefits and working conditions to warrant mediation. Finance minister Mike de Jong says there is no fiscal room to improve the offer to teachers and rejects binding arbitration. — justine_hunter (@justine_hunter) September 9, 2014 Final story here Follow Justine Hunter on Twitter: @justine_hunter budgetmike de jong Filed under: B.C. Teachers Strike 4 weeks ago Expanding the Globe’s coverage of the B.C. teachers’ strike By Mason Wright — Vancouver A empty classroom is pictured at McGee Secondary school in Vancouver on Sept. 5, 2014. (Jonathan Hayward/The Canadian Press) The current, prolonged labour dispute that has shut down the public school system in B.C. has pushed most other local headlines to the back burner. Away from the bargaining table, the B.C. Teachers’ Federation and the provincial government exchange hasty news conferences that are long on rhetoric but contribute little to making headway toward opening schools again. Negotiations are at a stalemate, and families are busy finding creative ways to keep their children occupied. Parents are fed up. Students are fed up. British Columbians of all stripes are arguing at length about what’s best for the future of the province. This week, as the search for answers intensifies, The Globe and Mail’s B.C. bureau is ramping up its coverage of the dispute. In addition to the usual sharp analysis, in-depth reporting and balanced perspectives found in our newspaper’s pages, we’re taking over the Politics Live blog to bring you updates and insights several times a day with the aim of cutting out the noise and focusing on what matters. In this space, watch for the morning agenda to set you up for the day ahead, a daily fact, chart or document with reported context, relevant online conversations offering new insight, images from on the ground and more. We’ll rely mainly on the reporting of Andrea Woo (@andreawoo) and Justine Hunter (@justine_hunter), but since most of the reporters in the bureau have contributed to our education coverage, you’ll be hearing from them too. In the meantime, two of our recent explainer articles help shed light on a difficult and complicated dispute: How B.C.’s teachers measure up against others in Canada While provinces keep their numbers differently, making comparisons with B.C. difficult, a look at Alberta and Ontario – provinces that also have dicey relationships with their educators – sheds some light on teachers’ compensation and working conditions elsewhere in Canada. What you need to know about labour strife between B.C. and its teachers Without a contract for more than a year, the members of the B.C. Teachers’ Federation are out on strike, and progress at the bargaining table appears hard to come by. The messaging from both sides leaves students, parents, voters and other observers struggling to untangle the complex issues involved. Here, we answer some of the most vexing questions. Our sincere hope is that this project won’t be needed for long. Follow Mason Wright on Twitter: @thismason Filed under: B.C. Teachers Strike what to expect 4 weeks ago What to expect Tuesday on the B.C. teachers’ strike By Mason Wright Jump to Wednesday’s lookahead. Premier Christy Clark, left, looks on as B.C. Finance Minister Mike de Jong tables the budget in the B.C. Legislature in Victoria in February, 2013. (Jonathan Hayward/The Canadian Press) 10 a.m., Victoria While neither the B.C. Teachers’ Federation nor the government’s negotiators have public events planned Tuesday, there is one item on the schedule that could be of interest to those following the dispute: Finance Minister Mike de Jong is expected to release the province’s first quarterly fiscal report of 2014-15, with an overview of the forecast for the current fiscal year. Expect reporters to put questions to Mr. De Jong about what the province’s financial situation might mean for a future contract with teachers. UPDATE: Increased surplus doesn’t change amount available for teachers, B.C. Finance Minister says Reported Elsewhere Does a teachers’ strike invalidate a student’s transit discount pass? It may seem illogical, but The Province is reporting that one high-school student was told by a driver to pay full bus fare when she presented her student discount Go card on Monday. A Translink spokesperson said the cards are still valid, but that the agency didn’t have enough information to investigate that incident.   In Victoria, school employees who aren’t teachers but are represented by CUPE are refusing to cross the picket lines. As part of an agreement with the province, they get paid anyway. From the Times Colonist: “They come. We have a picket line [of teachers] outside the office. We take roll call. Because there’s a picket line, they can’t cross it. They leave and they’re paid for the day,” said Jim Cambridge, superintendent of the Sooke district. Full story here. Follow Mason Wright on Twitter: @thismason mike de jongreported elsewheretransitwhat to expect Filed under: B.C. Teachers Strike Newer posts Politics Live is part of The Globe and Mail's Globe Politics Network © Copyright 2014 The Globe and Mail Inc. All Rights Reserved. 444 Front St. W., Toronto, ON Canada M5V 2S9 Phillip Crawley, Publisher)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=14260,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 20, Number 2, October 2007 New BCTF lesson aids 1 LA SR221—Rethinking Mathematics: Teaching Social Justice by the Numbers Edited by Eric Gutstein and Bob Peterson, 184 p. ©2006. This book is a Rethinking Schools Publication and it includes a unique collection of more than 30 articles by American teachers that shows teachers how to weave social-justice principles throughout the math curriculum, and how to integrate social-justice math into other curricular areas as well. This is real-world math that helps students analyze problems as they gain essential academic skills. "Rethinking Mathematics" helps teachers develop students' understanding of society and prepare them to be critical, active participants in a democracy. Grades 4–12. $19.95 2 LA SR222—Open Minds to Equality: A Sourcebook of Learning Activities to Affirm Diversity and Promote Equity by Nancy Schniedewind and Ellen Davidson, 400 p. ©2006. This 3rd edition of "Open Minds to Equality" is an educator's sourcebook of activities to help students understand and change inequalities based on race, gender, class, age, language, sexual orientation, physical/mental ability, and religion. The activities also promote respect for diversity and interpersonal equality among students, fostering a classroom that is participatory, co-operative, and democratic. An essential resource for teachers, leaders in professional development, and curriculum specialists. This is a Rethinking Schools Publication of Milwaukee, WI. Grades 4–12. $27.95 3 LA8201—An Integrated Primary Peace Curriculum: A Beginning by Tina Anderson, ©2007, 78 p. This resource package includes integrated primary peace education activities and worksheets related to language arts, literature, math, science, social studies, art, music and drama plus ideas for peace themed presentations and multicultural activities. Peace education web sites are also listed. $7.95. 4 LA 9983—The New Teacher Book: Finding purpose, balance, and hope during your first years in the classroom. A Rethinking Schools Publication, Milwaukee, WI ©2004, 236 p. Teaching is a lifelong challenge, but the first few years in the classroom are typically among a teacher's hardest. This book is a collection of writings and reflections--some by new teachers, others by veterans with decades of experience to share that offers practical guidance on how new teachers from Kindergarten through secondary school can effectively navigate the school system, form rewarding professional relationships with colleagues, and connect in meaningful ways with students and families from all cultures and backgrounds. $17.95 5 LA 8003—Sight Word Books—Level 1: K—1 Creative Teaching Press, 146 p. ©2001. This book features 30 cross-curricular mini-books with fun, predictable text, which can be reproduced and students can personalize to make their very own set of beginning readers. The stories in this resource give students repeated practice reading and writing over 50 words that most commonly appear in print. Also includes tips for making "reading sticks" that help students follow words as they read and clever ideas for turning the mini-book covers into student-made art projects. Each mini-book also has a place for students to dedicate their book to someone special. The sight word books are great tools for boosting comprehension skills, improving fluency, and expanding vocabulary and are also useful for English as a Second Language. Note that this book is produced in the USA and may contain some US-based standards. Grades K–1. $17.95 6 LA 8011—Picture Sorting—Hands-On Word Study Activities: K–2. Creative Teaching Press, ©2004, 58 p. This book requires students to group words into different categories, drawing their attention to word patterns that help in understanding how words work. This resource includes over 350 full-color punch-out picture cards as well as sorting mats and labels. Sorting ideas and suggestions are included for whole-class, small-group and individual work. Sorting activities include beginning consonant sounds, beginning consonant blends, beginning consonant digraphs, ending consonant sounds, short and long vowels, rhyming words and syllables. Note that this book is produced in the USA and may contain some US-based standards. Grades K–2. $20.95 7 LA 8012—Word Sorting—Hands-On Word Study Activities: K–2. Creative Teaching Press, ©2004, 58 p. This book requires students to group words into different categories drawing their attention to word patterns that help in understanding how words work. This resource includes over 440 full-color punch-out picture cards as well as sorting mats and labels. Sorting ideas and suggestions are included for whole-class, small-group, and individual work. Includes sorting activities to reinforce short and long vowel words, y-words, r-controlled vowel words, compound words, contractions, homophones, and prefixes and suffixes. Note that this book is produced in the USA and may contain some US-based standards. Grades K–2. $20.95 8 LA 8460—Money: Grades 1–3 by Ruth Solski, 99 p. Revised ©2005. This teacher guide integrates language arts and math with more then 55 reproducible worksheets and activities. Currency and literacy is combined in one book. Students learn the concept of money through 21 mathematic activities and 10 money illustrations. Worksheets include skill at the bottom of each page. Literacy activities include reading comprehension, phonics, word study, creative writing and matching. Answer key included. $16.95 9 LA 9442—Multiplication and Division Drills: Grades 4–6 by Nancy Wilson and Paul Laporte, 131 p. Revised ©2006. This Canadian resource book includes hands-on practice activities for the basic facts of multiplication and division. Begin with the 1–2 times tables, then progress through single to four-factor multiplication drills. Also included are factor pyramids and multiplication wheels and an introduction to decimals. Division steps start with single-digit divisors without remainders, and move to three-digit divisors with remainders. Includes 114 pages of reproducible drill and word problem worksheets that can be used as homework sheets or timed exercises. Answer keys and certificate of completion are also included. $17.95 10 LA9443—Money Talks: Teaching Math with Canadian Content by Wilne Ferré and Cora Gaillard, 80 p. Revised ©2000. This teacher guide includes 45 reproducible and hands-on activities with real world contexts. Study the history of money, the barter system, the Canadian mint, budgeting, banks and ATM machines, cheques/credit cards plus piggy banks, purses, and wallets. Research metals, alloy symbols, currency in other countries, and famous rich people. Includes an answer key. Grades 3–6. $15.95 More curriculum resources and information are available at www.bcalmer.ca. To order the above lesson aids, enclose a cheque payable to the BCTF or authorized PO to BCTF Lesson Aids Service, 100-550 West 6th Ave., Vancouver, BC V5Z 4P2 or call 604-871-2180, toll free 1-800-663-9163, ext. 2180, with a Visa or Mastercard. GST, postage/handling are included in prices. Orders sent by return mail. Lesson Aids office and display room hours: 9—5 p.m. Mon. to Fri. from Sept. to June; 9–5. Tues. to Fri. during July and Aug.; 9–12 on Sat. during Sept., Oct., Jan., and Feb. bctf.ca/LessonAids. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/ResearchReports.aspx?id=5576,BCTF > 2002EI01, Reconciling teacher unionism’s disparate identities: A view from the field  	BCTF Research Reports  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Publications > Research Reports  PDF version BCTF Research Report Section XII 2002-EI-01 Reconciling teacher unionism’s disparate identities: A view from the field by Charlie Naylor BCTF Research January 2002 An earlier version of this paper was presented at the American Education Research Association (AERA), Seattle, April 2001. Setting the context Understanding teacher unions’ disparate identities is possible through a consideration of contexts in which unions operate, analysis of the literature on teacher unions, and an understanding of the dynamics within teacher unions. Teacher unions in the English-speaking western democracies have a variety of structures and priorities, and operate in a range of educational, cultural, economic, social, political, and geographic contexts. However, within these diverse contexts, most have faced similar challenges to their structures and roles. Educational challenges include increasingly diverse student populations, higher expectations that schools deal with societal issues, and more accountability to government, with implicit or explicit demands on teachers in all these areas. Many urban environments have become more racially, culturally, and linguistically diverse and schools more inclusive of students with a wide range of special needs. Politically, most Anglophone societies have experienced periods of either national or state/provincial conservatism, which have in many cases reduced resources allocated to educational systems while arguably increasing what is expected of them. Many teacher unions view the actions of many federal and state/provincial governments in the last 25 years as ideologically inspired, and hostile or challenging to their members’ interests. Conversely, some governments would argue that teacher unions are ideologically inspired and hostile to necessary reforms. Whatever the perspective, animosity between teacher unions and conservative but reforming governments has become more the norm than the exception. Government actions have inspired a significant increase in political activity by teacher unions, and this political activity is not limited to union reactions to government initiatives. It includes, as well, a more general opposition to neo-conservative ideologies and globalization, and an increased focus on “social justice” issues. Social justice activity counters what has been described as teacher unions’ traditionally reactive political stance (Poole, 1998). In the area of social justice, unions have initiated action on issues as divergent as race and homophobia, in turn causing reaction by conservative groups, and, to a lesser extent, governments. Teacher unions’ disparate identities have therefore evolved in response to diverse challenges — challenges reflecting both needs within the education system (diversity), and external pressures (accountability). While teacher unions for many years have attempted to balance their industrial and professional goals (that is, the well-being of their members, including salary and working conditions, and improvements to teaching intended to improve student learning), the emergence and durability of political action and the emergence of a social justice focus now mean that teacher unions have multiple balances to consider. What is the appropriate balance between the industrial, professional, and political focuses and actions of teacher unions? Should they also engage in social justice issues? Should all these areas of focus be sustained, and if so, in what proportion and priority? Or should teacher unions reconsider their priorities, reduce/expand their range of focus, and change their structures accordingly? Most North American teacher unions state dual focuses: the traditional industrial union goals, and professional improvement goals. However, even authors generally considered sympathetic to teacher unions have expressed criticism of their structures and practices. Weiner (1999, p. 47) argues that “many teachers view the union as irrelevant to their teaching and pay little attention to its affairs.” In addition to feeling the disdain of some of their own members, teacher unions have been under attack by governments which promote “market values” and identify teacher unions as impediments to effective educational change (Dinham & Scott, 2000). From the perspective of many teacher unions, the market views of various governments have generally been supported by an array of conservative media, and by authors such as Haar (1998), who states that “teacher unions are formidable foes of meaningful educational reform.” Kerchner and Koppich (1993) argue that industrial unionism is dysfunctional, and that teachers should engage in “professional unionism,” with a goal of improving education quality. They argue that this requires putting aside the old, industrial form of unionism. In a later paper, Kerchner, Koppich and Weeres (1998) argue that some teacher unions are reinventing themselves, that some segments of teacher unions have a strong focus on professional issues and on the improvement of education for children, rather than on what are perceived to be the vested interests of teachers. Examples of “new unionism,” such as that in Rochester, which is part of the Teacher Union Reform Network (TURN), are also described by Urbanski (1998). Other authors generally considered more sympathetic to teacher unions have stated that “teacher unions in Canada and in the United States have acquired reputations as militant, unco-operative, resistant to change, and contributing to the de-skilling of teachers” (Poole, 1997). The “rebirth” of some teacher unions has been viewed with considerable skepticism from outside unions, and in some instances by overt hostility within union ranks (Lowe & Fuller, 1998). However, one area of the literature which examines teacher unions offers two very different perspectives on what educational effects teacher unions have had as industrial unions, either through bargaining processes or through their political actions. The first perspective, critical of teacher unions, argues that teacher unions inflate the cost of education (Kurth, 1987), oppose parents and community (Hoxby, 1996), and unduly influence legislators proposing educational reform (Emberts & Stone, 1984). The second argues that by achieving better wages and working conditions (such as preparation time, reduced teaching loads, and smaller class sizes) through bargaining, both teachers and students benefit, and productivity is boosted by improved teacher satisfaction (Rowan, Chainag & Miller; 1997, Pfeffer & Davis-Blake, 1990). There has also been lively debate on whether the involvement and actions of teacher unions is associated positively (Eberts & Stone, 1987; Argys & Rees, 1995; Kleiner & Petree, 1988) or negatively (Hoxby, 1996; Kurth, 1987) with student achievement. The recent work of Steelman, Powell & Carini (2000) reviews these perspectives, and critiques the limits of existing research linking teacher unions and student achievement, in particular the lack of adjustment for student selectivity in many earlier studies. Their conclusion, having made such adjustment, is unequivocal: students score higher where teachers are unionized: We find a statistically significant and positive relationship between state and teacher unionization rates and state standardized test scores, after controlling for potential confounding factors. In other words, our study reveals that if we take into account compositional factors (e.g., the percentage of students taking the exam), then states with greater percentage of teachers in unions tend to report higher test performance of their students. This pattern is surprisingly robust; it holds for both SAT [Scholastic Assessment Test] and ACT [American College Test] scores and persists across different model specifications. Although social scientists have disagreed over which measure of teacher unionization is preferable, this pattern remains, regardless of the measure chosen. In no model is the effect of teacher unions negative (pp. 456–457). The work of Steelman et al provides evidence that a teacher union’s industrial focus has a clear connection to professional issues, and that collective agreements bring benefits to students’ learning as well as improved conditions for teachers. This provides a strong justification for teacher unions to maintain their attention on key working conditions through a focus on bargaining. The professional focus of teacher unions has been a North American phenomenon for at least a century, and was described in a speech by Margaret Haley in 1904 (Weiner, 1992). The Canadian historical context and evolution was described by Smaller (1998), who suggested that a professional focus has continued uninterrupted, in spite of dramatic changes in social and educational contexts, and in relationships between organizations within the educational system. While these historical reviews correctly state the continued existence of the union’s professional focus, there has been little consideration in the literature of its nature or its status compared to the focus on industrial issues. Nor do any evaluations appear to have taken place — it is clear from the literature that the focus exists, but how “sharp” is this focus, in the view of elected union officers and members of the teacher unions? “Social justice unionism” is a more recent phenomenon, and was defined by Peterson (1999) in the following terms: Social justice unionism views itself as part of a broader movement for social progress rather than merely focused on narrow self-interest. It calls for participatory union membership, education reform to serve all children, collaboration with community organizations, and a concern for broader issues of equity. This definition widens the perspective, and stresses engaging members in union activities. It also orientates teacher unions to focus outwards, to include community and world issues where inequity is seen to exist — to include the needs of children and society rather than limit focus only to members’ needs, which some perceive as selfish and self-interested. Social justice unionism says that social issues such as race, class, gender, poverty, inequality, homophobia, and globalization are all union issues, and deserve union attention. Differences in the use of language reflect widely differing stances among those who write about teacher unions, and it is instructive to consider how language is used as a part of our examination of the literature on teacher unions. The most emotive language seems to emerge from the most hostile critics. However, emotive language would appear to be counter-productive, as the potential effectiveness of a case is reduced when the argument appears to be more ideologically driven than based on a constructed and logical foundation. The language used by academics who write about teacher unions generally ranges from the emotive to the neutral. Lieberman’s (1997) book title1 could hardly contain more vitriol directed at teacher unions. His use of words such as “sabotage” and “hostage” reflect more emotion and ideology than reason. While considerably more temperate, as befits a Canadian author, Lawton (1999) also appears hostile to teacher unions. His research on teacher unions was funded by the Donner Foundation, an organization increasingly funding right-wing views, and described by Walkom (1997) as “paymaster to the right, a source of ready cash for the favourite causes of the new, market conservatism.” Lawton argues that Canadian teacher unions have become “combative opponents that confront representatives of government,” contesting not only “school” issues, but also governments’ neo-conservative agendas. Many teacher unions would agree with Lawton’s description, but would disagree with his analysis that unions should not engage in such activities. They might also take issue with terms such as “combative” and “confront,” words he uses to label only the unions as aggressive — the “representatives of governments” to which the unions are responding are described in far more neutral terms. Lawton (2000) also suggests that provincial governments “prod” teacher unions, an emotive term that many equate with shifting recalcitrant cattle, though Lawton does not expressly state any bovine metaphors. Bascia (1998), generally more sympathetic to unions but using neutral language, describes the same events as Lawton, but states: The political and economic contexts in which they [teacher unions] operate are volatile and frequently unsupportive. With educational funding uncertain and teachers’ legal rights to participation in decision-making minimal, unions must continually focus their efforts on securing educational resources and minimizing the damage of policies crafted by those with more legal authority and whose priorities for schooling diverge from those of teachers. The literature on teacher unions, therefore, reflects a continuum of approaches to union reform, from overt hostility to mild critiques intended to redirect their focus. The more hostile the author, the more likely the conclusion that governments should take initiatives to disempower teacher unions; the milder critiques offer analyses, from which unions might take ideas to adapt and change their structures and priorities. Some studies call for a mixture of imposed “reform,” through changing labour laws with the aim of ending “closed shop” arrangements (Lawton, 2000), and internal changes, which for some (Peterson & Charney, 1999) means promoting “social justice unionism.” Others (Rodrigue, 2000) stress a stronger focus on increasing member participation in organizational and professional leadership activities. Lieberman (1997) is arguably the most overtly and explicitly hostile critic of teacher unions, although many unions would consider the removal of “closed shop” regulations (as suggested by Lawton) to constitute a direct threat to their effectiveness, if not their survival. Other analyses are more benign, perhaps exemplified by academic authors such as Poole (2000) and Bascia (1999), who appear challenging conceptually but who focus on articulating ideas which extend or adapt union capacity and parameters. Indeed, it is often the presence or absence of conceptual frameworks that differentiates the two general perspectives in the literature on teacher unions. It appears that the authors with the most creative and constructive ideas for envisioning the future work of teacher unions often include conceptual frameworks in their writing, while those whose aim appears to be the destruction of teacher unions have no such frameworks. The scaffolding of a conceptual frame may be necessary to be constructive, while demolition can be achieved with less complex, more emotive expression. Internal pressures for reform have predominantly focused on promoting either professional issues (Kerchner, 1993, 1998) or social justice (Peterson & Charney, 1999) as priorities for the work of teacher unions. Examination of the literature on teacher unions and their roles and future provides us with the opportunity to improve our understanding of their educational and societal contexts, their evolution, and the authors’ stances. While the evolution of teacher unions in changing economic, social, and political environments may share some descriptive commonalities in the literature, the analyses of both unions and their environments diverge widely. If we understand more from accessing the literature we need also to consider who is writing it. Or, more importantly, who is not. Primarily, the authorship is academic, external to unions; only a few critiques are presented by members or officers of unions. The limited engagement of teacher unionists in the literature about teacher unions is problematic; their absence from the debate implies that it is not considered to affect the business of unions. This absence could prove costly in the coming years, as the changing demographics of teaching mean a newer and younger teaching population, with arguably less allegiance to current union structures and priorities (Naylor, 1997; Rodrigue, 2000). In the next section I will argue that teacher unions need to engage in the current debate, and also to consider how to engage new, and generally younger, cohorts of teachers in union activities. Examination of the dominant and/or conflicting goals of teacher unions appears to be common throughout most of the teacher union literature. Is the teacher union’s purpose primarily one of promoting and protecting members’ (self-)interests, and all other actions should be subordinate to these interests? Or is it necessary to include and balance additional priorities and roles? If so, which ones? Some argue that a professional focus should be at the forefront, while others press for social justice issues to have a higher priority. Many with a traditional, industrial view of teacher unions ignore both, and focus on the traditional union “meat and potatoes,” bargaining. There appears to be at least a duality, and probably a multiplicity, of focuses, and likely even paradoxes between or among the stated and argued purposes of teacher unions. The term “duality” implies “either/or,” while “multiplicity” reflects the possibility that more than two options may be competing for dominance within a union’s focuses. Historically, analyses have focused on duality, or even dichotomy (i.e., bargaining/industrial, and professional roles); a more current focus would encompass multiplicity (i.e., political involvement and social justice activities, in addition to bargaining and professional roles). Disparate teacher-union focuses may be paradoxical, but need the paradoxical be problematic for an organization? Poole (2000) has described Ford & Backoff’s (1988) three perspectives on the construction of paradox in organizations: formal logic, dialectic, and trialectic. This framework facilitates reflection on whether teacher unions have constructed paradox as part of their thinking and culture, and if such paradox reflects a duality, dichotomy, or multiplicity of focus. The three are: i. a formal logic perspective Within formal logic, paradox is viewed as dichotomous, or at opposite ends of a continuum; resolution of the paradox is achieved by selecting only one choice (if dichotomous), or by compromising (if on a continuum). Either way, the resolution is static, with a fixed degree of inclusion for each focus. Poole sees the formal logic approach as problematic for teacher unions, as they often need to respond quickly to rapidly changing environments; formal logic approach reduces the chance of this being possible. ii. a dialectic perspective In the dialectic perspective, paradoxical dualities are viewed as “dynamic interdependent forces that oppose one another,” each building within the organization until they can no longer be sustained, and then new and different perspectives emerging from the old. If the dialectic were the norm in a teacher union, the old organizational norms and focuses might evolve into new and different sets of priorities and approaches. iii. a trialectic perspective Within the trialectic perspective, what appears to be paradoxical may complement rather than contradict. Such a perspective leads to a dynamic balance, with dualities co-existing within cycles. In this perspective, a union supports both teachers’ self-interests and a wider focus on educational improvement. Poole suggests that various paradoxical cycles are the norm for many organizations, with movement between dimensions within cycles, and movement between cycles, as an organization seeks to maintain some form of equilibrium. For teacher unions, therefore, paradox need not be problematic, but it does need to be recognized and understood. If recognized and understood, it has considerable utility in explaining multiple focuses and their cyclical nature — the periodic shifts in priorities, staffing, and funding allocations. During a bargaining period, for example, a greater proportion of resources are naturally allocated to support the bargaining process, while in non-bargaining years, more resources are allocated to professional issues or social justice priorities. While the traditional debate has focused on the dual roles of teacher unions (industrial and professional), I would argue that this duality is now outdated. We need to recognize that teacher unions in North America now focus on a multiplicity of areas, and to understand them we need to: analyze the range of teacher union focuses (which areas are included in union activities?); understand the nature and extent of teacher union focuses (how far does a union proceed in political action, or to promote social justice? what do these actions look like?); evaluate the utility of each teacher union focus (what are the views of those who work within unions, and those who are members of unions?). These analyses are needed both within the literature and internally, within unions. From my review of the literature it appears that there are examples of studies which consider the range, nature, and extent of teacher union focuses, but few which evaluate their utility or effectiveness, stating explicit criteria. Academic explorations could provide ongoing descriptions and analyses of the range and extent of the multiple and evolving priorities of teacher unions. This in turn could support teacher unions’ engagement in assessing utility through reflection and dialogue with members, leading to adaptation of programs and priorities. If this is what we know, where should we go? The following section represents an effort to articulate five directions that might be considered and discussed by teacher unions. Each direction is derived from analysis of the literature, but there is also a potentially significant perspective generated from being active in teacher union affairs as a member, an elected officer, or an employee. This is more difficult to articulate or explain. Perhaps one of the tasks for those of us who work in unions, or are union members, is to combine analysis based on literature and on our experience. This experience includes our understanding of the dynamics within our unions, an area where few academic authors have knowledge or insight. To do this, we need to define our experience more clearly, perhaps through a systematic reflection and inquiry into our work and roles. This paper only includes the author’s perspective as one individual employed by a teacher union. While this perspective may not match those of many active members or elected officials, it at least introduces the concept of looking at unions in ways that include a consideration of their internal political and organizational dynamics. Exploration of the five directions listed below is intended to support reflection on the range, nature, extent, and utility of current and potential union focuses. I will argue that the time is right for a radical review of the professional focus of teacher unions, and that this focus should not only be expanded but qualitatively changed. I will also argue for a multiplicity of focuses, which includes industrial as well as professionally-focused and social-justice unionism. Essentially, the strategy proposed here involves replacing the traditional “shotgun” approach to the various teacher union activities (wherein everything’s hit but nothing’s covered) with a more targeted, cohesive, and productive approach, which may limit the range but improve the quality of teacher union involvement and effectiveness. As a starting point for discussion, I would propose the following five directions. Teacher unions should reduce their level of engagement in reactive stances, especially with governments and the media. The professional focus of teacher unions benefits from collaboration with external groups and organizations, and this collaboration should be increased. The professional focus of teacher unions in North America has a subordinate and an acquiescent place in union structures, and this placement should be challenged and changed. Teacher unions currently without a professional focus should consider developing one. Teacher unions should collaborate more with other teacher unions, universities, and other organizations, in professionally-focused networking and publishing. 1. Teacher unions should reduce their level of engagement in reactive stances, especially with governments and the media. Teacher union involvement in political issues has varied in degree, and over time and geography. Overt political endorsements of democratic U.S. presidential candidates are routinely made by American teacher unions. The stakes were high for the Australian Education Union (AEU) when it campaigned for the Labour government in the 1993 and 1996 elections (Spaull,1998), especially when the focus did not resonate with the general public opinion. The risks inherent in any political campaign are potentially more damaging to a union which does not have professional and/or social-justice focuses in its mandate — its actions are more likely to be interpreted as self-serving, rather than motivated by concerns about larger social issues. A teacher union with a single, industrial focus is more closely identified with members’ self-interest than is a dual/multiple-focus union which engages in dialogue and collaborations with school districts, parents, and other groups or organizations in the educational system. A dual focus is a wider focus, expanding from what is perceived to be teacher self-interest to include a focus on the profession, and how the profession helps students learn. Social justice unionism spreads the focus even wider, to include those societal issues which, if not addressed, mean that students’ needs cannot be met. The government which defeats an industrial union by implementing a political initiative is often politically popular, especially in cases such as those note by Spaull, where the union position appears out of step with public opinion. But such scenarios can be different when the union has dual or multiple focuses. Commitment to professional focuses shifts attention away from what are perceived to be teachers’ self-interests, and on to what is necessary to provide educational services which meets students’ needs. Countering government initiatives from this perspective therefore addresses not only students’ needs but, in some cases, the preferences of parents and community. Defeats for a professionally-focused union in conflict with government, while still unfortunate, are also potentially damaging electorally for that government if the consequences of its initiative are later considered to be negative for students, parents, and community. Teacher unions do not always lose political campaigns. Some teacher unions have shown considerable resilience and skill in such campaigns, usually when there is a focus on a concept which most would see as educational. Examples include the recent defeat of voucher initiatives in California and Michigan, and campaigns for increased funding for public education in Arizona, Washington, and California. These campaigns were discussed by Archer (2000), who also quoted a compliment regarding union tactics from an ideological opponent, Amy Kaufmann, of the conservative Hudson Institute. She stated that, in terms of the 2000 U.S. federal election: I think unions overall did not have a good day, but I think the NEA and AFT were very successful in their efforts. And that’s because the education unions concentrated directly on what affected them. They had clear goals as to what they needed, and they put what money and resources they had into those races. In an earlier paper (Naylor, 1997), I argued that teacher unions are so predictably reactive that their positions can be factored in to educational change initiatives by education ministries and governments. Avoiding predictable union reaction, therefore, would focus attention much more clearly on the government initiative, rather than on the union’s reaction to it. Arguably, if community and media scrutiny were directed to the government initiatives instead of to competing ideologies, government accountability would increase. It is also worth considering avoiding reactive stances with media. Dolmage (1999) argued that the media systematically and deliberately distort information about the issue of violence in schools, for example, portraying schools as unsafe places: The “legitimate” commercial media have regularly distorted facts relating to criminal activity in general, youth crime in particular, and, even more particularly, youth crime as it relates to the safety of children in public schools…. These distortions may be represented conceptually on a continuum which ranges in severity from layout manipulation and deliberately-misleading headlines, to a bias in favour of reporting and emphasizing only the most damning statistics, to deliberate misrepresentation of the facts, to a systemic focusing on stories of the most violent and sensational nature. Dolmage’s perspective is that the media deliberately misrepresent and manipulate information about schools and what happens in them. While the media’s intent may be merely to sensationalize, it could also be argued that they have an ideological position which neither favours public institutions, nor has much sympathy or respect for the individuals who work in them. Others would argue that while teachers may be portrayed with some empathy at times, their unions are rarely afforded such “generosity.” One way to reduce media’s capacity to manipulate union reaction is to not react, and to channel media access to teacher union leaders at times and in ways that are decided by the union, not by the media. It may be useful to question whether unions’ constant reactions are worth the energy they consume, and whether they are even effective. If unions react, campaign, and lose, then wait for the next issue, and repeat the familiar cycle, one might ask why they still bother, knowing the likely outcome. If unions are always portrayed negatively by the media, why do they keep offering themselves up to the media? Of course, this is a simplistic argument, and earlier I provided evidence (regarding voucher schools) that some union campaigns have been positive, productive, and successful in challenging problematic proposals. Similarly, some union leaders have made positive media impacts. Even with these exceptions, however, just because unions have always reacted does not mean they always should, nor that they should react in stereotypical and predictable ways. Some years ago, many office workers might say that they had always used typewriters and carbon paper in their job. And so they did, but do they now? Teacher unions need to think “outside the box,” to move away from reactive positions and start setting more of their own agendas and developing better strategies for dealing with the media. One way to accomplish this is to disengage from reactive positions, or at least to change the frequency and strategy of their reactions. One approach could be for teacher unions to selectively reduce their perennially and predictably reactive engagements with governments. Selective disengagement means that teacher unions would react to fewer government initiatives and actions, and reduce the resources and personnel devoted to campaigns and to the many more mundane processes introduced by governments that consume union staff’s time and union resources. This would require strategic decision-making, and members’ support for the shift in operations and focus. Disengagement does not mean that teacher unions become either timid or introspective, however, but that they make their challenges in different ways, perhaps developing alliances that add other voices to their own when expressing concerns or stating opposition. An inquiry approach (Naylor, 1997), engaging members and others in a detailed exploration and critique of issues, could also be effective. Then, instead of a challenge being seen merely as the expected “doctrinaire reaction,” there is a better chance that more will agree that unions’ input is of substance in the debate, and it can be less easily dismissed. Such a significant shift, however, does not take into account the internal dynamics of unions. While ostensibly democratic, most teacher unions are run by activists who were elected by activists rather than by the general teacher membership. Some union activists, especially those who’ve experienced many strikes and struggles, may support a strongly reactive approach, and are positioned to take actions to remove from office others who do not share their ideas about effective strategies. To move away from a reactive mentality, therefore, is not just a conceptual adaptation, but a cultural shift within the union, and such a change in direction would require internal consensus. 2. The professional focus of teacher unions benefits from collaboration with external groups and organizations, and this collaboration should be increased. Collaborative efforts between teacher unions and districts are becoming more common in Canada (Coulter, 2000) and in the U.S. (Stedman & Stroot, 1998). These collaborations build partnerships across organizations, thereby building support for union participation from management and administration. They also involve teachers in union professional activities, building support and respect for the union through such engagement, and develop the capacity of unions to engage professionally, which by its nature builds status and increases the chances of a union’s health and survival. The Research Department of the British Columbia Teachers’ Federation (BCTF) in Vancouver, Canada, is involved in a range of collaborations. One of the joint projects, a four-way collaboration, involves the central union office, three local teachers’ associations, three school districts, and university faculty. This project, which receives funding from the Canadian government’s Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council (SSHRC), supports teacher research groups in three school districts. In each, the local teachers’ association and district management agreed on a theme for their district’s research group. This theme-selection process encouraged a professionally-focused dialogue between union and management. Another joint project engaged in research on “grey area” students — students often in alternate programs, but not officially considered to have special needs. In this project, union research staff and university faculty facilitated the local teacher research groups, while the school district provided release time (one half-day each month). In some locations, the local teachers’ association provided meeting space, and ample supplies of jelly beans. Teachers and facilitators are starting to write and publish, and to present together at conferences such as the American Educational Research Association (AERA) and the Canadian Society for Studies in Education (CSSE). But, and more importantly, they are engaged together in inquiry and dialogue, questioning whether their research improves student learning, and trying to better understand and articulate the nature of good teaching. A third district/union group addressed literacy issues in elementary schools. BCTF Research staff worked with teachers and parents, exploring ways to facilitate parents’ participation in supporting their children’s early literacy. One product of this collaboration was a joint 120-page publication, “Exploring Literacy,”2 which combines analysis of international research with local literacy programs developed by teachers and parents. The publication describes strategies for both teachers and parents to collaborate in supporting early literacy. Issues which are potentially problematic to teacher unions, such as the role of volunteers in schools, are addressed in the inquiry by asking parents to offer advice and reflections on their volunteer experiences; these experiences were reported in the publication. In this way, the union expressed a willingness to listen to parents, and to reflect their views in a union publication, rather than dictating rules and boundaries. One should not be naïve about such issues — on occasion disputes and problems can arise — but through professional inquiry and collaboration, some difficult issues can also be addressed and defused. A professional focus is a feature of other associations such as those of doctors, dentists, accountants, and other professionals who enjoy high public esteem. Giving a higher profile and priority to developing and promoting professional development opportunities for teachers would ensure a sustainable role and function for teacher unions, and possibly enable the teaching profession and teachers’ organizations to be viewed more positively than they currently are. 3. The professional focus of teacher unions in North America has a subordinate and acquiescent place in union structures, and this placement should be challenged and changed. Urbanski (1998), argues that teacher unions which do not become agents of reform are likely to become targets of reform. Having a professional focus enables a teacher union to be an agent of reform, because it engages in dialogue and reflection on areas such as pedagogy, school organization, and educational change. But the argument is often stated as a dilemma — unions are either industrial or professional. However, applying the “construction of paradox” frame developed by Ford & Backoff (1988) described earlier in this paper enables unions to shift away from “either/or” thinking to greater acceptance of duality or multiplicity. In such a frame, teacher unions’ varied focuses can coexist, rather than be either dominant or subordinate. I would argue that even where a dual focus exists within a teacher union, the status of the professional or social justice arms is often low, and both are frequently subordinate to, rather than equal to, the bargaining focus. Although there is limited direct evidence to support this argument, as many North American unions employ staff and create departments to reflect dual or multiple focuses, indirect indicators may tell the story of lesser status — factions, funding, and whether innovation is encouraged. One possible indicator of lesser status for these focuses may be the existence of “breakaway” factions, where union activists set up a structure outside the established union structure, focusing perhaps on gender or race issues. Members of these factions may make the case that while the union has an official focus on gender or race, they view it as token, patronizing, and ranked subordinate to meeting the organization’s own needs rather than those of the oppressed in society. A second indicator is budgetary. Simply to have a dual or multiple focus is not the same as equivalent funding for the professional/social justice areas and bargaining or political campaigns. A third indicator is how many innovative people and projects are union people and projects. In terms of union dynamics, providing equity in funding will have little effect in promoting professional or social justice issues in teacher unions unless hiring and operational practices are changed to allow for greater innovation in designing professionally-focussed and social justice projects, and in hiring staff who will extend union thinking and approaches. Thus the necessary change is not just in terms of resources, but also in terms of changing operational practices by bringing more “cutting edge” teachers in to teacher unions as professional developers or as promoters of social justice, rather than staffing union positions based predominantly on union affiliation and loyalty. Such change potentially shifts the staffing processes away from entry into a comfortable but possibly myopic club, towards more openly competitive hiring processes, where a more diverse range of staff members brings a wider range of skills into union programs, structures, and processes. It would also bring challenges to the political or executive arms of teacher unions, as new and innovative personnel, ideas, and programs challenge the status quo, in a form of what could be termed “positive provocation.” This provocation should benefit teacher unions by creatively challenging from the inside, thereby improving quality and utility in the “products” of professional or social justice focuses such as workshops and publications. Ideally, a positive but creative tension could and should exist between the different focuses of teacher unions, with increased intellectual debate within the union replacing a non-intellectual approach which arguably dominates many current union structures and much union thinking. If teacher unions want to define themselves, and be seen as, unions of professionals to members and others, they need to revitalize and reconstruct their professional focus, including activities such as intellectual discussion and publication, so that they reflect the professional nature of teaching rather than reflecting non-dialectic, static, and stale organizations. 4. Teacher unions currently without a professional focus should consider developing one. This paper has primarily considered teacher unions in Canada and the United States, with a very limited consideration of those in Australia, New Zealand, and the UK. While having a professional focus is a norm within North American teacher unions, searches of the literature and the world-wide web suggest that such a focus is not common in other countries. The intent in this section of the paper is not to lecture those unions with a dominant industrial focus but to consider whether the evolution of North American teacher unions has any relevance for them. A number of Australian teacher unionists are interested in developing and incorporating a professional-union approach into their union structures. They have visited North America and explored the approaches of unions here, but there appears to be little indication of acceptance of such a focus developing within their union structures. Australian teacher unions, therefore, still appear to be strongly industrial, reflecting neither a professional nor a social justice focus. In the UK, the National Union of Teachers’ (NUT) indicates a clear focus on professional issues on their web site; a succinct articulation of the NUT’s rationale can be found in the (2000) first national leadership Convention: “By being a provider of high quality professional development, the NUT would enhance its standing in the profession and beyond it.” In considering developing a professional focus, it is also worth stating why such a focus has merit for teacher unions. The capacity of teacher unions to engage in professional improvement areas such as mentoring, teacher research, and professional development is well proven. “How” is not the issue, but the “why” needs to be stated as follows. Without a professional focus, teacher unions can be marginalized within their own membership, within policy debates, and by governments who wish to curtail union power. Industrial/political agendas are frequently confrontational, while professional agendas have much greater potential to be collaborative. The industrial and political agendas usually involve reactive stances from teacher unions, while a professional focus involves a pro-active approach. Pro-actively supporting the professional work of teachers is an appropriate union role, and empowering for teachers: it engages many members for whom the political and industrial approaches do not resonate, but who still pay union dues. It is based on these considerations that I would argue that a professional focus might be seriously considered by those teacher unions with a predominantly industrial focus. 5. Teacher unions should collaborate more with other teacher unions, universities, and other organizations, in professionally-focused networking and publishing. Hendricks-Lee & Mooney (1998) argue for internal coherence, collaboration, and competence within a teacher union in developing a professionally-oriented approach: In order to engage in systematic education reform, an organization must first become a system (a healthy purposeful system), interact more with other educational systems, and learn and develop on the basis of those interactions. Phrased in language more suitable for organizational change, the necessary components for systemic reform are developing internal coherence, making larger connections, and developing competence. There has been some focus in the literature on collaboration involving teacher unions. However, most of this exploration has been on unions collaborating with non-union partners, and little attention has been paid to the possibility of collaborations between or among unions. Collaboration among university faculty to develop projects is a norm, because collaborative research and writing enables university faculty to clarify concepts and to publish reports which explore and explain concepts and practices. Collaborations between teacher unions could have similar benefits. A wide range of possible collaborations could be explored and expanded, involving two or more unions, unions and school districts, or unions and university faculty. Such collaborations would enrich design, delivery, and credibility of networks and would enable more resources to flow to collaborative research projects and to union publications as external funding is acquired. External resources, including research grants from external sources such as the SSHRC in Canada, could be accessed by teacher unions for professional inquiry, especially for projects in partnership with universities. Though Canadian teacher unions have been slow to access such funds, this might be remedied by acquiring external funding for one inquiry project per union in a given year. Without external collaborative partners, these funds are harder to access. Teacher unions should therefore develop more partnerships with university faculty to secure external funding, and consider allocating more internal funding to joint union professional/social justice research and projects. Alternatively, teacher unions might emulate the Saskatchewan Teachers’ Federation’s approach (1996) to supporting professional inquiry through their foundation to support teacher research. In Canada, union staffs and elected officers from the affiliated provincial unions meet routinely, but there is minimal collaboration between teacher union staff to design and initiate inquiry projects and to report on findings from such projects that are of professional interest to teachers. Teacher unions have rich human resources in their membership which could engage in inquiry-oriented collaborations. Inquiry-oriented, professionally-focused, or social-justice-focused networking and collaboration might therefore be inter-union or involve external partners, but all would provide process and product benefits to individuals (teachers and others) and to teacher unions as organizations. In terms of process, participating in collaborative inquiry enriches teachers’ professional experience, offering a rich form of professional development. In terms of product, much more union-sponsored research could be presented at educational conferences, and published, particularly on the world wide web. Presentation and publication not only raise unions’ profiles, but bring increased respect to unions as their members and representatives engage, and are seen to engage, in an inquiry-based approach to resolving issues. This approach would be less didactic, and therefore possibly more-readily acceptable, because the inquirer (the union) explores rather than proclaims, potentially involves others in the exploration, and shares the journey through publishing. Products (reports and presentations) of inquiry projects can then add to professional discourse and understanding. Benefits from this approach accrue to the union internally, as members see the union engaging in professional discourse, and they have opportunities to access more union-sponsored research. It accrues externally, too, as other education stakeholders see different dimensions to the union’s focus and activities. However, not all the stakeholders who interact with teacher unions would welcome a shift to a greater union professional focus, because of the ways this would add to the union’s credibility and effectiveness. Some would rather deal with the familiar, predictable, reactive industrial union, so that mandated educational change would rarely be challenged by the union on professional grounds, or by linkage to wider societal issues through the social justice approach. Rodrigue (2000) expresses a view of collaboration in her discussion of extending communities, and links collaborative ventures to rethinking reactive stances and changing strategies: Teacher unions must recognize their interdependence in relation to other interested education partners by offering expertise, partnering initiatives, and lobbying to expand learning opportunities for students…. In their role as social activists, unions should be engaged in the third dimension of power as defined by Lukes (1974) influencing the public on what they should demand from government. This does not entail defeating governments but instead involves helping the public articulate expectations of government. Conclusion Analysis of the literature on teacher unions can be productive for unions interested in reflecting on the nature of “disparate identity,” or understanding the diverse roles teacher unions now encompass. The literature provides both conceptual frameworks and analyses, which allow us to consider the nature of what is disparate in our organizations. It helps us to distinguish between those writers who have launched thinly-disguised and ideologically-influenced attacks on teacher unions, and who wish to destroy them, from those who constructively critique teacher unions and offer suggestions for future focuses and directions. Most of these authors, whether hostile, constructively critical, or empathetic, are not members of teacher unions, nor are they employed by them. While we as unionists have much to learn from them, and while we should engage in dialogue with them, we teacher union members and staff might provide our own analyses and articulate our preferred directions. We can only do that if we explore ideas and share them within and between our unions. There is a need for debate within and across teacher unions about the identities and roles of our unions. There is ample room within such debate for those academics whose work allows us greater understanding. Such a debate should engage new and veteran members within union membership and lead to experiments in the expansion of professional and social justice activities, with the intent of building a purposeful evolution of the unions. Without such purposeful evolution, teacher unions, especially those with a narrow industrial focus, are far more likely to face a less-welcome evolution — one not of their own making. This paper does not argue for the abandonment of the industrial models of teacher unionism, but rather suggests a strengthening of the professional and social justice focuses. It does not propose that unions not counter actions they consider to be not in the best interests of their members or of students, but that unions select their issues, set their own agendas, and make their challenges in different ways. Such a shift implies the need for reconsidering what is claimed to be the professional nature and role of a teacher union. It also implies the need for reviewing internal structures, staffing less conservatively, collaborating more widely with non-union organizations, and networking more effectively with other unions. An understanding of the literature, and an application of selected organizational change theory, may assist teacher unions to develop appropriate structures and programs which will enable our unions to become more effective, more responsive, and more respected. References Archer, J. (2000). NEA, AFT leave mark on Congress, ballot measures. Education Week, November 15. Argys, L.M., & Rees, D.I. (1995). Unionization and school productivity: A re-examination. Research in Labor Economics, 14, 49–68. Bascia, N. (1999). “The other side of the equation: Professional development and the organizational capacity of teacher unions.” AERA, Montreal, April. Coulter, D. et al (2001). “Teacher research as communicative action.” AERA, Seattle, April. Dinham, S., & Scott, C. (2000). “Teachers’ work and the growing influence of societal expectations and pressures.” AERA, New Orleans, April. Dolmage, W.R. (1999). “Lies, damned lies and statistics: The media’s treatment of youth violence.” Paper presented to the Annual Conference of the Canadian Association for the Practical Study of Law in Education, Toronto, ON, April 25–27. Emberts, R.W., & Stone, J.A. (1984). Unions and public schools: The effect of collective bargaining on American education. Lexington, MA: Lexington Books. Eberts, R.W., & Stone, J.A. (1987). Teacher unions and the productivity of public schools. Industrial and Labor Relations, 40, 354–363. Ford, J., & Backoff, R. (1988). Organizational change in and out of dualities and paradox. In R. Quinn & K. Cameron (eds.) Paradox and transformation: Towards a theory of change in organizations and management (pp. 81–121). Cambridge, MA: Ballinger. Haar, C.K. (1998). The teachers’ unions. Crisis in Education, February, 39–40. Hendricks-Lee, M.S., & Mooney, T. (1998). A teacher union’s role in systemic education reform. Contemporary Education, 69, 4, Summer, 218–222. Hoxby, C.M. (1996). How teacher unions affect education production. Quarterly Journal of Economics, 111, 670–718. Kerchner, C., & Koppich, J. (1993) A union of professionals: Labor relations and educational reform. New York: Teachers’ College Press. Kerchner, C., Koppich, J., & Weeres, J. (1998). “New and improved” teacher unionism: But will it wash? Educational Leadership. February, 21–24. Kleiner, M., & Petree, D. (1988). “Unionism and licensing of public school teachers: Impact on wages and educational output,” in R, Freeman & C. Ichiowski (Eds.) When public sector workers unionize (pp. 305–319). Chicago: University of Chicago Press. Kurth, M. (1987). Teacher unions and excellence in education: An analysis of the decline in SAT scores. Journal of Labor Research, 9, 389–393. Lawton, S.B., Bedard, G.J., MacLellan, D.K., Li, X. (1999). Teacher unions in Canada. Calgary: Detselig Enterprises Ltd. Lawton, S.B. (2000). The future of teacher unions: A call for change. Education Canada, Spring, vol. 40, no. 1, 20–23. Lieberman, M. (1997). The teacher unions: How the NEA and AFT sabotage reform and hold students, parents, teachers, and taxpayers hostage to bureaucracy. New York: The Free Press. Lowe, R., & Fuller, H. (1998). The new unionism and the very old: What history can tell Bob Chase and his critics. Education Week, April 1,1998. Lukes, S. (1974). Power: A radical view. London: Macmillan. National Union of Teachers (NUT), (2000). Report of the First National Leadership Convention, 15 September, accessed on the world wide web at www.data.teachers.org.uk/nut/index.html . Naylor, C. (1997). Developing pro-active research roles for teacher unions, AERA, Chicago. ED409286. Peterson, B. (1999). Survival and justice: Rethinking teacher union strategy, in Transforming teacher unions: Fighting for better schools and social justice. Milwaukee, WI: Rethinking Schools. Peterson, B., & Charney, M., Eds.(1999). Transforming teacher unions. Fighting for better schools and social justice. Milwaukee, WI: Rethinking Schools. Pfeffer, J., & Davis-Blake, A. (1990). Unions and job satisfaction: An alternative view. Work and Occupation, 17, 259–83. Poole, W.L. (1997). The construction of professional unionism by teacher union leaders. AERA, Chicago. Poole, W.L. (1998). The teacher union’s role in 1990s educational reform. AERA, San Diego. Poole, W.L. (2000). The construction of teachers’ paradoxical interests by teacher union leaders. American Education Research Journal, vol. 37, no. 1, 93–119. Rodrigue, A. (2000). Teacher unionism: Building relevancy for the next decade. Education Canada, Spring, vol. 40, no. 1, 21–26. Rowan, B., Chainag, F., & Miller, R.L. (1997). Using research on employees’ performance to study the effects of teachers on students’ achievement. Sociology of Education, 70, 256–284. Saskatchewan Teachers’ Federation (1996). Learning from experience: A bulletin of teacher research, vol. 1, no. 2, November. Smaller, H. (1998). Canadian teacher unions: A comparative perspective. Contemporary Education, 69, 4, Summer, 223–227. Spaull, A. (1998). The Australian education movement and teacher union modernization. Contemporary Education, 69, 4, Summer, 205–209. Stedman, P., & Stroot, S.A. (1998). Teachers helping teachers. Educational Leadership, February, 37–38. Steelman, L.C., Powell, B., Carini, R.M. (2000). Do teacher unions hinder educational performance? Lessons learned from state SAT and ACT scores. Harvard Educational Review, vol. 70, no. 4, 437–466. Urbanski, A. (1998). Turning unions around. Contemporary Education, 69, 4, Summer, 186–190. Walkom, T. (1997). Right-wing causes find a rich and ready paymaster: Canada “too liberal” so Donner family is taking foundation down a more conservative path. Toronto Star, October 25. Weiner, L. (1992). Teacher unions and professional organization: Re-examining Margaret Haley’s Counsel on Councils. AERA, 1992. Weiner, L. (1999). Urban teaching: The essentials. New York: Teachers’ College Press. ______________________________ 1 The teacher unions: How the NEA and AFT sabotage reform and hold students, parents, teachers, and taxpayers hostage to bureaucracy. [Back] 2 Available for $15.00 (Cdn) from BCTF Lesson Aids Service, 100 – 550 West 6th Avenue, Vancouver, BC, Canada V5Z 4P2. Tel: 604-871-2181, or e-mail sdrummond@bctf.ca. [Back] © B.C. Teachers’ Federation, 2002. All rights reserved. About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=18754&printPage=true,BCTF News Releases  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2009 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE July 10, 2009 Supreme Court confirms teachers' right to advertise BC Teachers’ Federation President Irene Lanzinger said today’s Supreme Court of Canada decision upholding the right to advertise on public transit vehicles is a victory for the right of teachers to speak out. “This is a victory for the right of teachers to speak out about conditions in the classrooms. As teachers we will continue to inform the public about our concerns about class size, composition and the learning conditions of students. Speaking out is part of our commitment to defend and protect public education.” said Lanzinger.   The Supreme Court upheld a 2006 BC Court of Appeal decision that the restrictive advertising policies of BC Transit and Translink were unconstitutional. Translink and BC Transit had appealed that decision.  The issue arose when BC Teachers’ Federation in 2004 tried to buy ad space on buses to inform the public about conditions in BC’s public schools. The BCTF’s ads containing factual information about the numbers of schools closed and the number of teacher positions eliminated were deemed “too political” by Translink and BC Transit policies. Consequently they refused to allow the ads on the outside of public buses. The proposed ads said “2,500 fewer teachers.  113 schools closed.  Our students. Your kids. Worth speaking out for.”  All eight Supreme Court of Canada Justices held that the policies prohibiting political advertisements are unconstitutional since political speech is at the core of the freedom of expression guarantee in the Charter. The Justices ruled that the blanket exclusion of such highly valued expression cannot be justified in a free and democratic society. They declared that the policies are of no force or effect to the extent that they violate the Charter. The BCTF was joined in the transit ad case by the Canadian Federation of Students who had also been refused ad space. CFS’s ad to encourage youth voting stated: “Register now. Learn the issues. Vote May 17, 2005.  RocktheVote BC.com.”   The BCTF, along with several other unions, recently won another court case rejecting Bill 42 “the Gag Law” which restricted public advocacy advertising in the two months before a provincial election campaign. -  30  - For more information, contact Geoff Peters, director, Communications and Campaigns Division, at 604-340-3147 (cell) or 604-871-1872 (office).)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Touring a natural gas drilling rig with @MLA Mike Bernier, and Brian from EnCana http://t.co/AifdJ4H07b" @Teresa_Wat - 06:01pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=17114,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2008 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 3, November 2008  Teachers’ Pension Plan Your benefits Your basic pension is the payment you will receive each month in retirement. Once you retire, the plan guarantees that this payment will continue for the rest of your life. The plan may also guarantee that all or part of this payment will continue to your spouse, dependent, or estate after your death, depending on what kind of pension option you choose at the time of retirement. Inflation protection, or indexing, is an annual increase to your pension payment to offset cost of living increases. Once the annual increase is granted by the Teachers’ Pension Board of Trustees and applied to your pension, it becomes a guaranteed part of your basic pension. However, the plan cannot guarantee that it will provide additional indexing in the future. Group benefits include extended health (EHB), voluntary dental, and Medical Services Plan (MSP) coverage. Currently, the plan fully or partially subsidizes EHB premiums for retired teachers, depending on the individual’s amount of pensionable service. The plan cannot guarantee that it can continue to subsidize EHB premiums in the future. The plan does not subsidize voluntary dental and MSP premiums, which means retirees must pay the full premiums for this coverage. The EHB and voluntary dental plans use group “purchasing power” to give retired teachers access to comprehensive health coverage at a cost that would not be available to an individual outside the plan. These benefits offer good value, whether the premiums are subsidized by the plan or not. How a benefit is funded determines if it can be guaranteed. Your basic pension is funded by member and employer contributions plus investment income from these contributions. The basic account from which the basic pension is paid is managed to ensure there is enough money to pay current pensions in pay and future pensions. The Teachers’ Pension Board of Trustees has the authority and obligation to increase the contribution rates for basic pensions when an actuarial valuation identifies a funding shortfall, as was the case July 1, 2007. Because of this funding arrangement, the plan can guarantee your basic pension will be paid for as long as you live and, depending on the pension option you choose at the time of retirement, may continue to be fully or partially paid to your surviving spouse, beneficiary, or estate. Inflation protection is also funded by member and employer contributions plus the investment income from these contributions. Some of the current employer contribution is used to subsidize EHB and so is not invested for future inflation protection. As EHB costs increase and use up a larger portion of the employer contributions, there is less money available for inflation protection. At the same time, more money is needed for inflation protection because there are more retirees and they are living longer. So while the plan can guarantee that inflation protection increases already added to pensions will continue to be paid, it cannot guarantee that further increases will be available in the future. The Teachers’ Pension Board of Trustees does not have the authority to increase contributions to the account that funds inflation protection and EHB premiums as it does for the basic pension. That authority rests with the plan partners—the BCTF and the BC government. The Teachers’ Pension Board of Trustees is carefully monitoring the funding challenges for both accounts and keeping in contact with both plan partners regarding the funding challenges ahead, particularly for the account that provides inflation protection and EHB subsidies. To see what post-retirement group benefits are currently available and what they cost, visit the Publications page in the Retired Members section of the Teachers’ Pension Plan website at tpp.pensionsbc.ca. Group benefits updates are published in the News page of the Retired Members section, and there is a history of past changes in the News Archive page. BCTF group RRSPs All BCTF members have access to payroll-deducted group RRSPs. The advantages of group RRSPs are: Convenience: automatically deducted from your paycheque Tax-deducted: no tax is paid, so you do not have to wait for a refund Investment: funds invested earn income through the whole year Choice: group RRSPs available offer a variety of investment options, as well as access to some funds not regularly available to individuals Savings: RRSP limits have been increased allowing for more savings Pension: RRSPs can later be used to purchase pension service if applicable. For more information, contact your local teacher’s union office or Arnie Lambert, Income Security Division, 604-871-1921 or 1-800-663-9163 or alambert@bctf.ca. Enrolment forms are available from your school district employer. Pension seminars Thinking about retirement  If you are within five years of retirement, this free seminar, jointly presented by BCTF staff and BC Pension Corporation staff, is for you. Upcoming dates Burnaby—January 15— 5–7:00 p.m. Burnaby—January 17— 9–11:00 a.m. or 12:00–2:00 p.m. Courtenay—January 22—5–7:00 p.m. Vancouver—January 29—5–7:00 p.m. Vancouver—January 31—9–11:00 a.m. or 12:00–2:00 p.m. Nanaimo—February 12—5–7:00 p.m. Nanaimo—February 14—9–11:00 a.m. or 12:00–2:00 p.m. Your Pension/Your Future  Your pension benefits will be explained to you in plain language to help you understand how choices/ decisions you make today can impact your pension income in the future. Upcoming dates Burnaby— January 15—8–9:30 p.m. Courtenay—January 22—8–9:30 p.m. Vancouver—January 29—8–9:30 p.m. Nanaimo—February 12—8–9:30 p.m. Pre-registration is required: on-line at tpp.pensionsbc.ca; e-mail tpp@pensionsbc.ca; telephone: Victoria 250-356-2466; toll-free 1-877-558-5574. There’s more to it than money The BC Retired Teachers’ Association has developed a workshop for those of you about to retire. The workshop is designed to compliment the Teachers’ Pension Plan/BCTF Pension Seminar, but with limited class size to facilitate sharing and learning. It’s a workshop—not a seminar. Attend a pension seminar and you will realize that “there’s more to it than money” and who better to share experiences with you than retired teachers? Retirement living brings with it life-altering situations and a wide variety of choices, some financial, some legal, and all connected with life-style. If a pension seminar is coming to your area, ask the BCTF local president to contact the BCRTA to book this highly acclaimed follow-up workshop. BCRTA contact information: Website: www.bcrta.ca. Telephone 604-871-2265; toll-free 1-877-683-2243. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141007,www.reddit.com,http://www.reddit.com/r/vancouver/comments/2f6hjg/bc_teachers_strike_premiers_tweets_blaming/,B.C. teachers' strike: Premier's tweets blaming teachers add fuel to fire : vancouver jump to content my subreddits announcementsArtAskRedditaskscienceawwblogbookscreepydataisbeautifulDIYDocumentariesEarthPornexplainlikeimfiveFitnessfoodfunnyFuturologygadgetsgamingGetMotivatedgifshistoryIAmAInternetIsBeautifulJokesLifeProTipslistentothismildlyinterestingmoviesMusicnewsnosleepnottheonionOldSchoolCoolpersonalfinancephilosophyphotoshopbattlespicsscienceShowerthoughtsspacesportstelevisiontifutodayilearnedTwoXChromosomesUpliftingNewsvideosworldnewsWritingPromptsedit subscriptions front -all -random |  worldnews -gadgets -LifeProTips -listentothis -AskReddit -IAmA -sports -videos -pics -todayilearned -personalfinance -Music -food -UpliftingNews -news -creepy -Documentaries -science -WritingPrompts -movies -EarthPorn -Jokes -Showerthoughts -television -books -TwoXChromosomes -space -InternetIsBeautiful -Futurology -gifs -Art -history -nottheonion -gaming -nosleep -OldSchoolCool -philosophy -Fitness -dataisbeautiful -tifu -askscience -funny -mildlyinteresting -GetMotivated -explainlikeimfive -photoshopbattles -DIY -awwmore » reddit.com vancouver comments related other discussions (2) want to join? login or register in seconds| English limit my search to /r/vancouver use the following search parameters to narrow your results: subreddit:subreddit find submissions in "subreddit" author:username find submissions by "username" site:example.com find submissions from "example.com" url:text search for "text" in url selftext:text search for "text" in self post contents self:yes (or self:no) include (or exclude) self posts nsfw:yes (or nsfw:no) include (or exclude) results marked as NSFW e.g. subreddit:aww site:imgur.com dog see the search faq for details. advanced search: by author, subreddit... this post was submitted on 01 Sep 2014 64 points (87% upvoted) shortlink: remember mereset password login Submit a new link Submit a new text post vancouversubscribeunsubscribe27,330 readers 156 users here now See something requiring attention? Please Message The Moderators Rules and Guidelines We want to see more content like this: local news. local events. funny and interesting content. posts about Vancouver history and culture. missing person/pet alerts. informative self-posts (i.e. wise advise, time-sensitive warnings, PSA's). posts about freebies, lost/found posts. new apps/programs. broad discussions. Whenever possible we will remove: Hate speech including (but not limited to) racist, sexist, aggressive, or overtly offensive comments. Ethnic or gender stereotypes. Personal attacks, name calling or insults. Personal information of any kind. Complaint/rant posts. editorialized titles/incendiary posts. any content not related to Vancouver. stories similar to stories recently posted. VISITING VANCOUVER? Please check links before submitting a question. Visiting Vancouver Page This is where you'll find everything you need to know about visiting Vancouver: the best places to check out, local attractions, local hangouts, cautions/warnings, and local treasures only Vancouverites know about. RESOURCES FOR MOVING TO VANCOUVER When considering moving to Vancouver, please Google "thinking of moving to Vancouver" FIRST. Please only post if you have unanswered questions after that. r/vancouverhousing r/vancouverjobs Vancouver Neighbourhoods Padmapper Vancouver aggregates rental property listings Craigslist Vancouver Rentals Airbnb Vancouver short term and vacation rentals. Yes! We have a Facebook group! Most events get posted there. Or on the G+ group. We also have an IRC channel! (#reddit-vancouver, irc.freenode.net) We also have a flickr page! Schools r/ubc r/capU r/langara r/simonfraser r/BCIT Regions r/canada r/britishcolumbia r/greatervan r/coquitlam r/fraservalley r/vancouverisland r/victoriabc r/nanaimo r/newwest r/mission r/gulfislands /r/bowenisland r/pemberton r/whistler r/pacificNorthwest r/mapleridge r/cascadia r/squamish r/surreybc r/thecoast r/burnaby /r/northvan Communities r/vancouverphotos r/vancouvernerds r/vancouverentrepreneur r/vancouverbuysell r/vancouverdating r/vancouverents r/foreveralonevancouver r/bcfilmmakers r/vancouverMusic r/vancouverFood r/vancouvercycling r/vancouverhiking r/vancouverslothing r/vanjerk r/vanhomebrewing Sports r/canucks r/bc_lions r/whitecapsfc r/meetupcanada a community for 6 years message the moderators MODERATORS Ivan_A_DMocracy rehxdon't look now! mcanteloni let the dogs out tbow2000Wiki/CSS mod kmaddon't use cable locks bobdobbsisdeadTrolljegeren AutoModerator lsd_learning kissnellieex-vancouverite soupyhandsSouth of the river 63 64 65 B.C. teachers' strike: Premier's tweets blaming teachers add fuel to fire (cbc.ca) submitted 1 month ago by VelvetJustice 80 comments sharecancel loading... all 80 comments sorted by: best best top new hot controversial old random [–]liquidpigKerrisdale 21 points22 points23 points 1 month ago (6 children) BS Christy. http://www.vancouversun.com/business/Barbara+Yaffe+Christy+Clark+Rollback+incendiary+hikes/8515984/story.html The hikes boost salaries for her (Christy Clark's) political staff by as much as 18 per cent, allowing some to qualify for paycheques as high as $230,000. So 7% over six years for the teachers, and an 18% bump in your staff's pay in 2013? BC MLAs are also paid about 10-15% more than their counterparts in Manitoba, while the median salary in BC is about the same as that of Manitoba. permalink [–]rainman_104North Delta 9 points10 points11 points 1 month ago (0 children) Not to mention that it seems okay for MLAs to look across the country at MLA salaries, but it's not okay to look across the country at teacher salaries. MLAs receive COLA. No public sector worker receives a proper COLA. permalink parent [–]rbergherg 5 points6 points7 points 1 month ago (4 children) Well, you're the retards that voted in the liberals again. Reap what you sow. This last term that you gave them will do more damage than the NDP ever has, BC is going to go down the gutter in 2-3 years as a result of the corruption that is rampant in the BC libs. I literally moved when they got voted in the 2nd time, the 3rd time was just pathetic, you can't blame the opposition when you vote them in despite them being the worst possible option. permalink parent [–]liquidpigKerrisdale 1 point2 points3 points 1 month ago (1 child) I voted against Clark in the Liberal leadership convention, voted to keep the HST, and then moved to another province, and then another country. That said, I probably would have voted green had I been in the province for the last election. I'm not against voting NDP, I'm just against voting for the last version of the NDP. permalink parent [–]rainman_104North Delta 0 points1 point2 points 1 month ago (0 children) I too voted Green. The NDP picked the wrong pony. Dix was a relic of the past, a past that took BC to a have-not province. That brand of NDP needs to go and be replaced by a new brand. If Nathan Cullen became leader I would have not only voted, but donated and volunteered. That guy is awesome. permalink parent [–]Darkstryke 1 point2 points3 points 1 month ago (1 child) That's the funniest part; the ones crying the loudest are the same idiots that voted her back. permalink parent [–]CanSpiceNew West Best West 5 points6 points7 points 1 month ago (0 children) I didn't vote Liberal in the last election, and I'm mad as hell. permalink parent [–]BrokenByReddithi. 30 points31 points32 points 1 month ago (11 children) There are thousands of comments ripping her a new one on the Facebook post. Pretty hilarious when social media backfires. Not even the best slaveintern can delete that fast. permalink [–]maybe_sparrow 30 points31 points32 points 1 month ago (10 children) That Facebook post she made last night where she's slighting the teachers, while you know, still in the middle of a very sensitive negotiation situation that she is in charge of, was pretty disrespectful. Imagine if you were trying to negotiate your contract at your job, and your boss goes on Twitter or Facebook basically saying you're being unreasonable, and are responsible for all of the wonderful cooperative people not being able to work... She is still their representative at the end of the day, as elected premier of our province. Maybe act like it? permalink parent [–]the_canadian_chris 36 points37 points38 points 1 month ago* (9 children) If you've watched Christy, or if you ever listened to her silly little radio show, then you know she's not the sharpest knife in the drawer. She is contemptuous, dismissive, and disrespectful of ideas she doesn't understand and people she doesn't agree with. She's about sound bites, clever sloganeering, fake saccharine smiles, and sticking it to her enemies, i.e., anyone she cannot win over with her plasticine schtick. She's not bright, she's not inquisitive, she doesn't inspire loyalty. She's just plain mean. I'm sorry she represents our province. It shames us all. She's clearly in this for a paycheque and a fat pension, not to make BC a better place. permalink parent [–]maybe_sparrow 4 points5 points6 points 1 month ago (0 children) It troubles me that someone who worked in the media industry and who knows what it's like to be on the other side of the political goings-on (she was on CKNW if my memory serves me, which is a news-based format station) would be this sloppy with how she presents herself. She should know how important branding and image are, and she should be a pro at working the reporters and social media angle. It should be all glossy cover, perfect soundbites, well-delivered CYA rebuttals, and clever slogans... but she just seems to fail at delivering on these things. As someone who also works in media, it's baffling. She should know this! permalink parent [–]topazsparrow 2 points3 points4 points 1 month ago (3 children) meh, still ever-so-slightly better than Gordo. permalink parent [–]gaussian45The Drive 12 points13 points14 points 1 month ago (2 children) This is akin to saying "a punch to the face is better than a hard punch to the face." If it's all the same, I'd rather not be punched in the face at all, thanks. permalink parent [–]topazsparrow -1 points0 points1 point 1 month ago (0 children) Oh for sure. I Agree. The argument that it's okay because someone else did it also is bullshit. I just... well I'm not sure why I posed that now. I guess I'm just happy that it's a step (albeit small) in the right direction from when we had gordo. permalink parent [–]LaborDayTankbuster 0 points1 point2 points 1 month ago* (3 children) The mean genes run strong in Christy's family line. Her son Hamish is a violent bully who at a young age ran around hitting other kids with a hockey stick. This is common knowledge among his school teachers. The school assigned a full-time minder to Hamish and was afraid to tell Christy the full details of his violent behavior and acting out. I am close to the Clark family for years, I will do an AMA with proof if there is enough demand. permalink parent [–]Phallindrome 1 point2 points3 points 1 month ago (0 children) I DEMAND! permalink parent [–]BCShopTeacher 0 points1 point2 points 1 month ago (0 children) I'd like to see it permalink parent [–]jfdes 0 points1 point2 points 1 month ago (0 children) +1 demand permalink parent [–][deleted] 11 points12 points13 points 1 month ago (0 children) You should see CC's Facebook page. 5500 negative replies. permalink [–]YouAreADogIAMACat 31 points32 points33 points 1 month ago (8 children) According to this document the government is offering 7% over six years. I know the CUPE Metro template was 6.75% over 4 years. It doesn't matter what the BCTF wants, offering 1.17% over 7 years or 1.24% over 8 years is a slap in the face. The point is to meet in the middle somewhere. Before the union busters start complaining that even what they are asking for is too much remember that you work with the ability to negotiate your own salary. If you don't like it you leave and hopefully find something better within your sector. As a teacher there isn't another place to leave to and the union negotiates your contract. It's also my understanding through all this that salaries aren't even the biggest thing the BCTF is fighting for. If it really is the class composition then that shows they are really fighting for the students first and pay second. They will never come out ahead after the strike. I'm pretty sure no one comes ahead after any strike other than fighting for what is right and possibly winning. permalink [–]rainman_104North Delta 31 points32 points33 points 1 month ago (5 children) According to this document the government is offering 7% over six years. I know the CUPE Metro template was 6.75% over 4 years. Don't forget that teachers have not had a raise in four years due to two legislated settlements. That btw means they are behind in salary from four years ago. Inflation erodes the purchasing power of a dollar. Why is it that Manitoba can fund the budget for teacher salaries and BC can't? It's not because we can't afford it. It's because we don't have it as a priority. If I drive a porsche and tell my kids I can't afford to fund their university education, they'd call me out on it, and rightly so IMO. permalink parent [–]dampduck 20 points21 points22 points 1 month ago (0 children) Don't forget that teachers have not had a raise in four years I suggest looking even further back. Today’s teachers earn $10K less than they did back in the 70s, adjusting for inflation. This suggests that the raise they got four years ago was one of the few they’ve received over the past forty years. permalink parent [–]MusicMedic 17 points18 points19 points 1 month ago (2 children) Her comment about what everyone else in public service is earning is ridiculous. You can be a labourer for a city, and all you need is your high school diploma, and you start at $55k/year. If people are so upset that teachers are earning SO MUCH right now, just go and look at what everyone in BC Hydro is earning. permalink parent [–]CanSpiceNew West Best West 16 points17 points18 points 1 month ago (1 child) "...all you need is a high school diploma." At this rate they'll be hard to come by in BC. permalink parent [–]MusicMedic 5 points6 points7 points 1 month ago (0 children) Ha, touché! permalink parent [–]YouAreADogIAMACat 1 point2 points3 points 1 month ago (0 children) Yeah wow, that makes it even worse. permalink parent [–]BCShopTeacher 0 points1 point2 points 1 month ago (1 child) Food for thought: Nurses got 7% over 3 years in their last contract. permalink parent [–]YouAreADogIAMACat 1 point2 points3 points 1 month ago (0 children) Yup. Delta FD got 20% over 8 years or 2.5% per year. http://globalnews.ca/news/1349113/delta-firefighters-sign-a-new-contract-that-includes-a-20-per-cent-wage-increase-over-eight-years/ Firefighters are a good comparison because there is an abundance of people just waiting for their turn to get in. Over supply of candidates just like the teacher bashers say about the teachers. There are jobs all over the public sector that pay a ridiculous amount of money in relation to the knowledge, skills and abilities actually required. I have no idea why the teachers get so much hate when they provide a service that society has relied on for many years. Especially when the times are pretty much gone where only one parent works. Maybe 30 years ago you could get by teaching your kid as a stay at home parent. Nowadays you don't really see that. permalink parent [–]rainman_104North Delta 17 points18 points19 points 1 month ago (3 children) Tomorrow at 5pm there's a rally at Fassbender's office. If the government position on negotiating with teachers is pissing you off, take a stand and use the strength in your voice. Remember, teachers are fighting for what's already been ruled twice in their favour - that they CAN negotiate class size and composition despite a government who feels they're above the law. permalink [–]secretagentastronaut 4 points5 points6 points 1 month ago (2 children) Remember, teachers are fighting for what's already been ruled twice in their favour - that they CAN negotiate class size and composition despite a government who feels they're above the law. I just don't see how any responsible government can not fight this. Something needs to be done to fix it, but something is not province wide structural rigidity. Imagine the entire province paid the same property tax rate; some people don't get septic, some people don't get trash removal, some people are using wells... Wages & Benefits should be standardized, the rest is going to vary hugely district to district. permalink parent [–]rainman_104North Delta 1 point2 points3 points 1 month ago (1 child) The problem is the province decides the funding. Property taxes head to the province and are sent back down. It's a farce. Unions do negotiate other items on their contract but have zero leverage at the local level. That's why the important stuff heads upstream to the province. It's a joke. permalink parent [–][deleted] 2 points3 points4 points 1 month ago (0 children) The province estimates the funding based on enrollment, the district decides the need and explains that to the government, and they make a decision together. This process is being taken away and teachers are demanding they control class size and composition, which controls the funds. permalink parent [–]bccpc 5 points6 points7 points 1 month ago (8 children) We've already planned for no second income through September. My wife, whom I would have called moderate in the past has now become very jaded through all of this dealing with some of the parents. Personally I don't care if they go back before Christmas. I'm putting in OT to cover things and there is a lot less stress in the house compared to this time last year. They're not going to agree to any contract with reference to an E.80 type of clause, especially now. permalink [–][deleted] 1 month ago (6 children) [deleted] [–]bccpc 6 points7 points8 points 1 month ago (5 children) Basically, yes. E80 would replace the class size & composition language of any current or future court decision revolving around it with whatever the terms of the agreement are that they're defining. That is what is causing the impasse, they are scared of the appeals courts siding against them so they want the ability to completely ignore the outcome. permalink [–]fivdd 2 points3 points4 points 1 month ago (4 children) Why did teachers vote to go on strike with such a crucial part of it before the courts? permalink parent [–]Darkstryke 4 points5 points6 points 1 month ago (1 child) Probably because the government will stall this out another 3-4 years after they lose this B.C. court appeal. permalink parent [–]rainman_104North Delta 0 points1 point2 points 1 month ago (0 children) Hopefully the BC court of appeal dismisses it with predjudice, or the SCC denies the appeal as they've seen this song and dance before with the HEU. permalink parent [–]Itisme129 4 points5 points6 points 1 month ago (1 child) The courts have already told the government that what they're doing is illegal and that they need to stop. Twice. CC just keep dragging it out for as long as possible trying to make it seem like the teachers are in the wrong. permalink parent [–]fivdd -3 points-2 points-1 points 1 month ago (0 children) Are you saying that no one has a right to appeal a court ruling? Seriously, the whole judicial system is about presenting evidence and that's exactly what the government has done. The BCTF going on strike despite the fact that a judgement is pending in the courts is negotiating in bad faith. They voted to go on strike before the courts have given a definitive decision on it because they thought they could get a better deal. They're only now learning of their miscalculation since the government has no incentive to sign anything until it's gone through the courts. permalink parent [–]rainman_104North Delta 0 points1 point2 points 1 month ago (0 children) Honestly, between the $1600 a month we receive for our two kids and the $1000 a month we're saving on daycare costs, we're more than happy to sit this one out. The difference is almost non existent for us. My wife's being paid to home school our kids, and she's a teacher, so all you parents out there maybe want to call your MLAs. permalink parent [–]MajesticCatNorth Shore 5 points6 points7 points 1 month ago (2 children) It's not just the teachers. Both parties need to figure this out. Typical Christy though. permalink [–]rainman_104North Delta 5 points6 points7 points 1 month ago (1 child) That's like saying when a girl gets raped it's both their faults because she was dressed inappropriately and led him on. No the province is deeply in the wrong here on two reasons: $1000 less than the national average funding. Teacher salaries in the second richest province should be in line with the GDP of our province. We shouldn't be putting new roofs on stadiums while we can't afford to fund education. Fuck everything about that. permalink parent [–]moobyone 5 points6 points7 points 1 month ago (0 children) Did you really just compare the BCTF to a rape victim? This is why people don't like unions. permalink parent [–]MyOtherAvatar 5 points6 points7 points 1 month ago (4 children) At this point it's clear that the two sides cannot get to an agreement on their own. We need binding arbitration. permalink [–]rainman_104North Delta 19 points20 points21 points 1 month ago (1 child) We need binding arbitration. Teachers are more than willing to go to binding arbitration. The government won't like the results so they won't go to binding arbitration. permalink parent [–]MyOtherAvatar 7 points8 points9 points 1 month ago (0 children) I have not seen anything in the media where Jim Iker or anyone else in the BCTF has called for arbitration. permalink parent [–][deleted] 1 month ago (1 child) [deleted] [–]BrokenByReddithi. 14 points15 points16 points 1 month ago (0 children) Also a waste of time when the government has already deemed themselves above the law. permalink [–]DrMilkdad 15 points16 points17 points 1 month ago (14 children) What a bitch. permalink [–]gonzo_thegreat 5 points6 points7 points 1 month ago (0 children) Hey, come on. It's not like the government would ever bargain in bad faith. permalink parent [–]Darkstryke 4 points5 points6 points 1 month ago (12 children) Thank the morons that elected her, probably the same ones crying about not having a government babysitter for their little darlings for the next month. permalink parent [–]TheMalibu 6 points7 points8 points 1 month ago (0 children) Yes, because any other politician is believable. NDP, Green and Conservatives all had shady platforms and figureheads. Our system is vote for the lesser evil than what's best for the province or country. Its sad. permalink parent [–]ttaku 10 points11 points12 points 1 month ago (8 children) I voted for her because she was better than her opposition at the time and I still stand by that. Seriously. permalink parent [–]DrMilkdad 13 points14 points15 points 1 month ago (7 children) I voted NDP, but Adrian Dix was a terrible choice for a leader. NDP got what they deserved. permalink parent [–]rainman_104North Delta 9 points10 points11 points 1 month ago (0 children) I agree - I voted Green simply because of Adrian Dix. I'm sure he's not a bad guy, but he has the stench of Glen Clark that'll follow him forever. They should have appointed Nathan Cullen - he has no baggage at all and has been an excellent MP for Skeena North. I really like him a lot. permalink parent [–]criticalhit 3 points4 points5 points 1 month ago* (4 children) Hell I voted NDP too (my MLA Jane Shin even came out to an event at Swangard last year) and I agree. Dix's campaign was a mess. Protip: You can't kowtow to the "wifi causes autism" electorate in the West End and Kits, and expect to become premier. I'm actually excited about John Horgan, to tell you the truth. Resource extraction is a huge portion of our economy and he gets that. permalink parent [–]BrokenByReddithi. 2 points3 points4 points 1 month ago (2 children) What does Dix and wifi have to do with the West End? Spencer Chandra Herbert is the MLA there and in my opinion, a very good one. I think the people afraid of wifi are mostly suburbanites. The West End would be pretty much the worst place in the country if you believed wifi caused you some kind of harm. permalink parent [–]criticalhit 0 points1 point2 points 1 month ago (1 child) It's not really a suburban thing from my knowledge. But the kooky hippys that give the left a bad name are everywhere on the west side. And along Main as well. permalink parent [–]BrokenByReddithi. 0 points1 point2 points 1 month ago (0 children) West side != West End. permalink parent [–]HeckMonkey 0 points1 point2 points 1 month ago (0 children) You voted for Jane Shin? A woman that said she was fed up with the “chinkasauruses roaming about Vancouver”, pretended to be a medical doctor despite not having a license to practice in BC, and disappeared at the end of the election to avoid being questioned by reporters? http://www.burnabynow.com/news/newsmaker-of-the-year-jane-shin-1.771814 permalink parent [–]gonzo_thegreat 1 point2 points3 points 1 month ago (0 children) Yes. Please, lets not try and pretend that the NDP were actually a good choice last go around. Both parties were shit options, the Socreds Liberals just dressed it up better. I just hope we can all remember what a disaster the Liberals are right now. permalink parent [–]hamischlammengamenNot River District. Fraserview. 0 points1 point2 points 1 month ago (0 children) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FlcngdW2Ju4#t=9s permalink parent [–]argues_too_muchwhy the hell is my flair now 'dancingbears'? 1 point2 points3 points 1 month ago (4 children) On a tangent here, but if it came down to it and they were ordered to go back to work, and refused, what would repercussions legally be? permalink [–]secretagentastronaut 1 point2 points3 points 1 month ago (3 children) There are financial penalties for wildcat striking. Never seen it go beyond that but I would imagine they would fire-able a la Reagan ATC. permalink parent [–]BrokenByReddithi. 0 points1 point2 points 1 month ago (2 children) We were on the verge of a general strike in 2004 which included a lot of wildcat strikes. Did anyone ever get disciplined or fired for that? Good timeline here despite the obvious bias: http://vanarchive.wordpress.com/2009/11/09/wildcat-strikes-sweep-across-bc-2004/ permalink parent [–]secretagentastronaut 1 point2 points3 points 1 month ago (1 child) You don't get a speeding ticket every time you get caught speeding. Doesn't mean it doesn't exist. http://bc.ctvnews.ca/some-b-c-teachers-urge-wildcat-strike-despite-fines-1.784131 permalink parent [–]BrokenByReddithi. 0 points1 point2 points 1 month ago* (0 children) No need to down vote (I'm addressing that to whoever did, not you necessarily), I was only asking an honest question. edit:damn autocorrect permalink parent [–]TheCoov 0 points1 point2 points 1 month ago (0 children) Why don't all the Programmers and Designers of B.C. come together and strike? permalink [+][deleted] 1 month ago* (14 children) [deleted] [–]TheJustin72 1 point2 points3 points 1 month ago (13 children) Lots, once the kids start missing more school the public perception is going to swing firmly on to the governments's side. Which really is a shame. permalink [–]exoriare 6 points7 points8 points 1 month ago (7 children) The public will side with whoever negotiates in good faith. I'd expect the BCTF to offer a concession in the next week. If the government doesn't respond in kind, they'll be behind the 8-ball. permalink parent [–]rainman_104North Delta 4 points5 points6 points 1 month ago (6 children) The BCTF have made a lot of concessions, but they will not budget on class size and composition and neither will govt. Read up on E.80 and E.81. They're specific clauses insisting teachers give up the rights awarded to them by the courts. The government moved on E.81, but stood firm on E.80. Teachers would be stupid to sign any deal with E.80 or E.81. permalink parent [–]fivdd 2 points3 points4 points 1 month ago (5 children) Teachers were also pretty stupid to vote for a strike when the main part of their argument is going to be decided by the courts anyways. permalink parent [–]rainman_104North Delta 3 points4 points5 points 1 month ago (4 children) They don't have much leverage otherwise, other than shutting down the school system. What else have they got exactly? permalink parent [–]fivdd -1 points0 points1 point 1 month ago (3 children) So is this about class sizes and thinking about children, or is it about leverage? The BCTF could have waited for a judgement and gone on strike then but instead they seem to have thought they would get more by striking before then. Clearly it's backfired. permalink parent [–]rainman_104North Delta 6 points7 points8 points 1 month ago (2 children) So is this about class sizes and thinking about children, or is it about leverage? Both? It's a game. Here's the CS&C issue that is so upsetting: 1) Government can redefine what it takes to get a tag. They simply raise the bar for severe behaviour and boom, less behaviours. They've done this twice on the definition between adapted and modified. 2) Children who have learning disabilities in the classroom are being assessed way later than they should be. My wife's grade six class had four kids assessed with learning disabilities because they were reading at a grade 1 level. Why did it take six years in the first place? 3) Without limits on composition, the school can pile on behaviours to a classroom until they turn blue in the face and teachers have zero ability to do anything. The behaviour goes to the office, the parents get a call, they don't do jack shit, the behaviour continues. CS&C is a problem because behaviours cannot be properly dealt with. 4) When the province is called and an SEA is requested, the province can categorically deny that request on no basis at all. The principal of my wife's school called the province for an SEA for her classroom and the province said: "can't you just move an EA from elsewhere" The principal replied: "from where? the three violent behaviours that have an SEA? What about the victim of child molestation? which one should I move into this classroom?" "Not our problem" the province replied. How does that work? The squeeky wheels get the grease. The quiet kids who need help don't get help because the loud ones always step on their heads. It's the quiet ones from less privileged families who need the help and do not receive it. So going on strike is the only leverage they have and it works because the province hears what they have to say. Everyone in the media is frothing at the mouth to take a bite of this story right now, and the teachers' voices are heard. It's not backfiring at all. When we parents here "$1000 below the national average" it pisses us all off. We're infuriated that our system is underfunded and being starved. That information wouldn't leave parents incensed if the schools were opened, so I believe it's working quite well. permalink parent [–]fivdd 1 point2 points3 points 1 month ago (1 child) So why didn't they wait until the surpreme court destroys the government's argument? Wouldn't they be in an even stronger position to strike then? permalink parent [–]rainman_104North Delta 2 points3 points4 points 1 month ago (0 children) Expired contract. They took on job action. The province escalated it. The teachers escalated it further. Teachers see some pretty mediocre conditions out there right now and are fighting to improve it. Love it or hate it no matter to me. permalink parent [–][deleted] 1 month ago (4 children) [deleted] [–]TheJustin72 5 points6 points7 points 1 month ago (2 children) Yeah and I'm sure you have a 100% representation of the population in your 100% confirmation group too right? ;) permalink [–][deleted] 1 month ago (1 child) [deleted] [–]TheJustin72 5 points6 points7 points 1 month ago (0 children) Far out, I'm glad you shared your 100% confirmation stat with us. permalink [–]Echochamber52 -2 points-1 points0 points 1 month ago* (0 children) You're a good little Kool-Aid drinker. Gold star. Good luck in your revolutionary struggle. permalink about blog about team source code advertise jobs help wiki FAQ reddiquette rules contact us tools mobile firefox extension chrome extension buttons widget <3 reddit gold store redditgifts reddit AMA app reddit.tv radio reddit Use of this site constitutes acceptance of our User Agreement and Privacy Policy. © 2014 reddit inc. All rights reserved. REDDIT and the ALIEN Logo are registered trademarks of reddit inc. close this window you'll need to login or register to do that create a new account all it takes is a username and password privacy philosophy we limit data collected about you and your use of the platform, your personal information is never for sale, we use and disclose information to prevent people from abusing the platform, but we never disclose it for any other reason unless required by law. for more information, see our privacy policy. username:try anotheravailable! account recovery email:  (optional)we only send email at your request password: verify password: remember me create account is it really that easy? only one way to find out... login already have an account and just want to login? username: password: remember me recover password login close this window interface language English [en]العربية [ar]Беларуская мова [be]български език [bg]Bosanski [bs]català [ca]česky [cs]dansk [da]Deutsch [de]Ελληνικά [el]English (Australia) [en-au]English (Canadian) [en-ca]English (Great Britain) [en-gb]English [en-us]Esperanto [eo]español [es]español [es-ar]eesti keel [et]Euskara [eu]فارسی [fa]suomi [fi]français [fr]Gàidhlig [gd]עברית [he]मानक हिन्दी [hi]hrvatski [hr]Magyar [hu]Հայերեն լեզու [hy]Bahasa Indonesia [id]íslenska [is] (*)italiano (Italy) [it]日本語 [ja]ಕನ್ನಡ [kn_IN]한국어 [ko]Latin [la]1337 [leet]LOL [lol]lietuvių kalba [lt]latviešu valoda [lv]Nederlands [nl]Nynorsk [nn]Norsk [no]Arrrrrrrr! [pir]polski [pl]português [pt] (*)português [pt-pt]português brasileiro [pt_BR]română [ro]русский [ru]slovenčina [sk]slovenščina [sl]српски језик [sr]Srpski [sr-la]Svenska [sv]தமிழ் [ta]ภาษาไทย [th]Türkçe [tr]українська мова [uk]Tiếng Việt [vi]中文 [zh] (*) incomplete volunteer to translate π Rendered by PID 31014 on app-80 at 2014-10-07 19:36:03.000565+00:00 running 143b6e5 country code: US.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=30182,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2013 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 25, Number 7, May/June 2013   Workplace bullying By Patrick Parkes  Bullying hardly needs an introduction, but at essence it’s a process of dehumanization. Bullies see their targets as unworthy of empathy, and victims feel humiliated, in addition to having their work and personal lives hindered in concrete ways. Most of us will not, thankfully, be involved in bullying scenarios but teachers are not immune to bullying, and can be both victims and perpetrators. Because of the public nature of our work, we are vulnerable to bullying not only by administrators and teacher colleagues, but also by students, parents, and sometimes the greater community, extending into cyberspace. If you are the victim of such work-related bullying, or want to help a colleague, where can you go for assistance? Your union as a resource  When dealing with workplace bullying or workplace conflict generally perhaps your first contact should be a staff rep. Your staff rep can help you think through solutions and may enlist the assistance of a local table officer (for example, the president of your teachers’ local) to intervene through discussions with school and district administrators, if such discussions apply. Union representatives may also invoke or guide you to a number of resources. Collective agreement  Obviously, your union can’t unilaterally resolve disputes, but your union’s collective agreement (CA) with the district, guides both parties in resolving conflict, and opens the door for possible arbitration when a resolution can’t be agreed after a three-step grievance process. In the event of alleged bullying, more than one CA clause may apply, including the provincial CA clause on harassment. This clause defines harassment as “improper behaviour that is directed at or offensive to any person, is unwelcome, and for which the person knows or ought reasonably to know would be unwelcome,” and “the exercise of power or authority in a manner which serves no legitimate work purpose and which a person ought reasonably to know is inappropriate,” among other things. District code of conduct  Your school districts’ code of conduct may also provide guidance in the prevention of workplace bullying, invoking the BC Human Rights Code, which addresses discrimination based on immutable characteristics of being—a topic you might want to raise with those around you who are prone to making complaints such as, “There sure are a lot of [insert age][insert ethnic group][insert gender] around here.” BCTF’s Internal Mediation Service  Especially in cases of chronic conflict, which may include alleged bullying, the BCTF’s Internal Mediation Service is available “to mediate disputes that threaten good relationships among active members and others as appropriate.” The service can be engaged not only among BCTF members, but also between BCTF members and administrators or district CUPE workers, for example. Through this service, conflicting parties are assigned a trained mediator from outside the district if both parties agree to take part in the mediation. Respectful environment policies  Your teachers’ association may have a respectful environment policy, such as we have at the Burnaby Teachers’ Association, which assists us in events of conflict arising through union business (meetings, committees, etc.). This policy (based on a policy for BCTF head office), encourages “behaviours which promote respect and mutual understanding,” and contains a protocol for resolving disputes. The policy is meant to assist all our members, including Executive members who have occasionally been the target of aggressive behaviour. Committee of ombudspersons  At provincial BCTF meetings, such as the AGM or representative assemblies, the BCTF provides an ombudservice. If you feel you have been harassed by another member at a provincial meeting (for example, if you feel someone has slandered you at a meeting, or you have been the target of negative discrimination), an ombudsperson may be able to help you address the problem with the other member. Staff committee  To address school-based issues of a general, systemic nature (such as strategy to combat negative student behaviour) staff committees are an under-utilized resource. Please look for a staff committee clause in your CA. Workers’ Compensation Act  Last year, amendments were made to BC’s Workers’ Compensation Act to address workplace harassment and bullying. WorkSafe BC has developed an harassment and bullying “prevention manual” for workers and employers, effective November 1, 2013. Through Workers’ Compensation Act provisions, claims can be made for wage loss and benefits resulting from mental distress caused by workplace bullying. The act also contains a provision for refusal of unsafe work that may have application in cases of harassment and bullying. However, because there is a high standard to establish bullying as the predominant cause of mental distress, the CA grievance process (outlined above) may be preferable. Criminal Code  The Criminal Code contains provisions against stalking, harassing, and cyberbullying, which can be invoked in extreme cases, privately, at personal cost. The BCTF does not provide assistance for civil litigation aside from rare cases in which “in the opinion of staff the member has suffered significant and wrongful damages,” and in such cases “settlement shall be used to offset legal aid paid by the Federation.” It is obviously preferable to use the tools mentioned above before moving to litigation. Employee assistance program  Although there are a number of venues through which bullying may be remedied, nothing can make up for the stress one undergoes as a victim. Please ask your teachers’ association about access to counseling through your benefit plan. Let’s deal with workplace bullying  Bullying is unlikely to disappear anytime soon, although there are actions we can take to reduce the amount and impact of bullying in the workplace. If you are unfortunate enough to experience bullying yourself, hopefully the information in this article can be of assistance. Patrick Parkes, vice-president, Burnaby Teachers’ Association  Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=8240&printPage=true,BCTF News Releases  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2006 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE October 2, 2006 BCTF applauds court ruling The BC Teachers' Federation (BCTF) applauds the BC Supreme Court decision that upholds a section of the School Act prohibiting the charging of fees for materials that are required in courses leading to graduation. "The decision underscores what the BCTF has maintained all along," says BCTF President Jinny Sims. "The provincial government must fully fund the public education system." Sims says, "This is a signification ruling. It is the second time the courts have ruled against user fees in the public education system. Every student has the right to a publicly funded education, and their education experience should not be tied to their ability to pay. Clearly, the courts have found that education funding is a government responsibility." Sims notes that education spending in BC has been steadily declining relative to the gross domestic product (GDP), falling to 2.4% of the GDP in 2005 from a high of 3.6% in 1991. "The BCTF calls on the provincial government to fully fund the province's education system. No child should be denied access to any educational opportunity because of the provincial government's failure to fund our public education system," says Sims. The court has found fees may be charged for extracurricular materials and events not considered necessary by the teacher or the school. However, it prohibits school boards from charging for materials such as musical instruments and other equipment required for completion of any course. She says this legal decision sends a message to the provincial government about learning and teaching conditions. "It's clear the provincial government has a fiscal responsibility to the students of British Columbia. We remain concerned about class size, help for students with special needs, and the lack of specialist teachers, and the government needs to ensure adequate funding to maintain a quality public education system." The BCTF encourages the provincial government to use its sizeable budget surplus to properly fund public education. - 30 - For more information, contact Yvonne Eamor, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell).)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Foster parents are ordinary people engaged in extraordinary acts of kindness. Join the team! http://t.co/6jUkcsOp6V" @Teresa_Wat - 04:31pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2014/09/tentative-agreement-yes-or-no.html?showComment0751410932663362,Staffroom Confidential: Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, September 16, 2014 Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Despite what I know was a herculean effort on the part of our bargaining team, I very much hope that BC teachers will vote no to the tentative agreement. After five weeks of strike, and twelve years of legal battles, this is not the deal that will restore sanity to public education and it is not a fair deal for teachers and students. Just as teachers in Saskatchewan rejected a deal to ensure a better outcome, I hope BC teachers will consider a no vote to let our team know we have to go back to the bargaining table. Class size, composition The agreement provided a modified LIF fund starting at $75 million per year and increasing to $85 by the last year. It is for teachers only, which will mean a slight improvement in Districts where sizeable portions were spent on Education Assistants or senior District staff rather than teachers. However, in an average size District like Victoria (20,000 students, 1,000 teachers), this will translate into about 5-10 more teachers. That is one for every five schools. To put it in comparison, Justice Griffin's judgement estimated the lost funding due to lost class size language at about $330 million in current dollars. (Read more here about the proposed Education Fund.) I heard so many teachers speak up about the need to ensure that we do not return to over-crowded classes when the strike ends. This agreement does very little to alleviate what is the most pressing issue. Throwing away the court victory The agreement provides a "reopener" in the event we win on appeal our class size language. What this means is that the language returns, but is not implemented until new language is negotiated. Without the actual implementation of the returned language, there will be very little incentive for the government to bargain it back. We would essentially be back in the very same position we are in today, with government trying to bargain it out and us trying to bargain it back in. In my opinion, even if we were legislated back to work we would be in a superior position. If we won the appeal the government would then be forced to implement the language. We are thus throwing away our historic court victory and the bargaining pressure it potentially creates. The reopener is really only mildly less offensive than E80. In both cases, we have to bargain back what was illegally taken from our contract and the government will probably never have to restore it. In fact, the "reopener" creates the perfect opportunity for government to lock us out to try and force us to agree to something far inferior. Throwing away the remedy for the last twelve years The agreement provides $105 million to compensate for grievances over-sized classes for the last twelve years. Using Justice Griffin's estimates, our loss is roughly $300 million times 12 = over $3 billion. I cannot fathom how $105 million is a fair compromise. The BCTF's original proposal to put this money back into the system was a more fair and productive approach. This agreement means we can no longer go to the courts for a fair remedy. Wages The agreement is very close to government's original offer. While I would be willing to accept this if the class size language was returned, teachers should not be taking such a significant monetary loss without the commensurate gain in working conditions. We have lost roughly 12% of our annual salary. We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut. Minimal improvements There are very minimal improvements in preparation time for elementary teachers (10 minutes per week), and TTOC daily rate. The TTOC daily rate change may depend on your grid placement. It could actually be a wage loss for long term TTOCs who are above category 5 and step 7. There is also $11 million in health and dental benefits. At 40,000 members, this is $275 each. Hardly worth consideration in the context of the rest of the agreement. What next? There are a variety of options if we vote no. We can continue the strike. We can choose to return to work and continue bargaining. We do not, and should not, accept an agreement that doesn't meet our needs and doesn't meet the needs of students and public education. When Saskatchewan teachers rejected the first deal which had 5.5% wage increases over four years, the second deal had 7.3% increases over four years. They have said this still isn't good enough. For us, our main issue is classroom conditions. We need to say this isn't good enough. The way to do that is to vote no. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 7:48 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 124 comments: Troy MooreSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:17 PM The EC recommendation states the open clause will be argued from restored language. However, selling our grievances for nothing as the 105 million is strike savings, is plenty of reason to vote no. Further, no composition caps, but a fund controlled by Superintendents is enough reason to vote no. Thursday I will vote no.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:06 PM Re-opener also says "education fund" in place until new language bargained, so old language can disappear forever.Delete Reply Mme RousseauSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:33 PM Government starved us to death hoping we'd vote yes to whatever deal they'd offer. Planned it from the start.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:07 PM We can sill choose (collectively) to return to work if we reject this deal. Many options.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:09 PM Great analysis, Tara! I think that returning to work would be a bad idea. This will frustrate parents more if they need to find new ways to deal with taking care fo kids. USe the money given to you by the other unions. I am a teacher who had to quit for stress over the terrible condition of work (split FI grade 4/5, several low LD kids with little support, one severe with no support, 2 gifted (no support), and a principal who expected me to teach 2 separate social studies AND science programs)Delete Reply Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:56 PM Good points by all but the gov't succeeded in starving my family out and completly breaking us. I will be voting YES and live to fight another dayReplyDelete Replies schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:21 PM 'Fight another day'? In the last twelve years that we have been pushing back against this government, never has the tide tide been so much with teachers, class size/composition, and public education - and never has the government been pushed back onto the ropes (especially with the call for binding arbitration). What 'other day' is being proposed that we wait for? Now is the time. Vote 'no' and give the BCTF bargaining team a renewed mandate to get a decent deal for students and teachers.Delete Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:10 PM "Another day" means to wake up and realize that 2more weeks means my family of 5 could lose our home. It means I will do all I can to recall Cc, Factbender, and other mla's, and maybe even having "a guy I know" have a chat with them. In year 1 of their reign, I don't believe they even know what "the ropes" are. I will vote YES ...for my family, and I can live with thatDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:12 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply Karen FergusonSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:03 PM Just a question: When the Saskatchewan teachers voted no, had they already been on strike for 5 weeks?ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM No. They are working with no contract. They are not on strike.Delete Shannon DavisSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:23 AM I am a Saskatchewan teacher. We are not on strike; we are currently in the conciliation process after voting "no" to 2 previous offersDelete Reply "Mama Rose"September 16, 2014 at 9:27 PM Can we truly return to work without agreeing and continue bargaining? When I suggested returning to work a few weeks ago, the answer was "being on strike puts pressure on the gov't and without pressure they have no reason to settle." And can you explain more how legislating us back would be better than agreeing to this deal? And finally, why would the BCTF executive put forward a deal that was not a good one?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:30 PM Because they need confirmation of the resolve of the membership to get something better. That is what a no vote does.Delete Reply Troylana MSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:28 PM some great points to ponder, tara......thinking thinking....ReplyDelete schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:43 PM If we vote 'no' to the tentative deal we still have options: We'd not have a contract. But we could... a) strike with full picket lines b) partially strike with phase 1 (work-to-rule) in schools c) partially strike with periodic/rotating job action d) continue negotiating e) return to work and re-escalate strike f) some/all of the above ReplyDelete Replies Caroline MackenzieSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:21 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:14 PM a) will expedite matters (I say less that 3 days)Delete Reply danabjornsonSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:05 PM I am thinking that a legislated, crappier contract would only be in effect for 2 years max (before elections...). If we take this offer, then we will be agreeing to this pseudo-E80. Should we win the court case (which we likely will), we will have to settle on the terms of the THIS negotiated contract which doesn't actually restore learning conditions; it simply allows for those conditions to be negotiated. If we say n, then we default to the 2002 contract, which DOES restore the language. A "yes" vote is saying that we are good on "crumbs"; a "no" vote is saying we want an actual meal. That's my understanding, anyway. Please correct me where I am wrong, Tara. :)ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:44 PM And word is IF they legislate, they could opt to legislate back Grade 10-12 only causing the union to have to lay off all teachers and re-hire based on seniority. That will tear the union at the seams pitting teacher against teacher for those positions. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:17 PM There will be a general strike if that were to happen! They better not do this. They will regret it.Delete Reply imaginefunlearningSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:09 PM Some good points on the background of our fight over the past 12 years, which I have been actively engaged in; however we need to recognize the climate we are in. We are not in Sask. people! We have just come through a very long summer!! We need to thank our @bctf bargaining team & recognize the toll this has taken on all of us & our families. I don't have the luxury of more time on the strike line. This may be as good as it gets. Let's read the agreement and consider getting back to work and making some $ again! That's my 2 cents worth, which would come in really handy right now!!!ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:18 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply RobSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:11 PM Go back in work to rule mode. Work this winter to recall every Liberal MLA. ThAt is the only way to apply pressure to these criminals. ReplyDelete Replies Kate RestonSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:03 PM Recall! Not sure who won the battle but the war is still onDelete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:14 AM Well said Kate... I agree 100%Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:20 PM I think say NO and a better deal will be done in less than 3 days. These guys are not criminals, they are lower than that. I bet they get a sick pleasure in hurting the kids and the teachers.Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:31 PM An official recall is in the works: https://www.facebook.com/groups/316129595235450/?fref=ts Please consider joining.Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:26 AM Leah - do you honestly think anyone who voted BC Liberal did so thinking that they would act any differently on the education file?Delete Reply JJSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:16 PM I am glad to see other members who share my views. I am outraged at a 1.2 percent "raise" in salary per year that doesn't even meet inflation of currently 2%. I feel used and abused.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:23 PM Not to mention all of the other pittance! I am actually surprised that Iker asked teachers to vote on this! Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:18 PM Hi Tara Thanks for the summary! Will we be able to vote NO to the deal, but vote YES to returning to work? Will there be three options when we vote Thursday? Why did the BCTF agree to a substandard deal for us? If we vote no to a deal that was recommended to us, the teachers look like the bad guys and public approval will plummet. I am very disappointed and frustratedReplyDelete Replies KataSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:12 AM Public approval will not necessarily plummet. I have seen strikes where the membership has voted against the executive's "best results to date", and ended up with a better offer. This offer is an insult. The $300 million will not bring funding to the national average (I believe). More importantly, the wage offer is half of the average wage increase for public and private workers (StatsCan). Delete Reply MontySeptember 16, 2014 at 10:19 PM Thank you, Tara. My thoughts too, more clearly expressed. As well, Thursday is too soon to vote, too soon to vote, too soon to vote........ReplyDelete Richard ChalkeSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:21 PM Vote no and lose every shred of public support...just sayin!ReplyDelete Replies UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:31 AM I am a member of the public and would support a "no" vote. js!.Delete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:01 AM Richard Chalke, NO you won't! I am a mother with 3 adopted special needs children who need to be in a class that is designed for them and others like them (my kids are academically slightly delayed but their issues are more social and behavioural) where they can receive the education they deserve taught in a way they can comprehend. I will speak now for all the parents I know, and we will support the teacher's if they continue to fight for our children's best interest.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:28 PM It might not be pretty at first, but once we explain things (and I hope the Mandarin-speaking teachers flood the Richmond organization that voiced their concerns), they will back us. The 3 billions that the judge came to is the first I hear about. This should be stated to every newsmedia comment section in the province. Minimize pickets and flood those outlets with commenters, just like the Liberals do. Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:45 PM I am a member of the public and a single Mother of a child in the public school system. You will NOT lose one bit of my support if you vote no. I know that you are sacrificing so that my child can have a better education, and I am most grateful for it. Having said that, I also know that you are exhausted and broke. I have been dreading that you may have to settle for less than what you (we) deserve because the government succeeded in breaking you. I am not in your shoes, so cannot judge. If the vote is a yes, I understand and I am still behind you. Delete Reply Alison RocheSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:25 PM It is a crap deal. It's always a crap deal. Once you raise the stakes to striking, anything else is a cave in. The last time we walked out was the 3 day illegal strike where I threw away 1200$ and got EXACTLY the same contract I had the year before. The BCTF called it a win because they didn't rip up MORE of my contract. Ridiculous. There are a few of us that believe that working to contract, doing 100% of your teaching job and nothing more (like paying for supplies out of your own pocket or EC) is the only way teachers will survive this government. What if they get re-elected again? Then what? Teachers have lost thousands to these clowns to make "statements" about the state of public education in this province. We can't keep sacrificing ourselves and our families. And in the meantime, you talk to parents about why you have to take this crappy road. Because up until this strike they mostly didn't care about the state of education, but god forbid you didn't run a Sports Day. Then suddenly they wanted to know what the hell was going on. Keep the conversation going in schools. Attend your PAC meetings and stop enabling this govt to underfund and overwork the system. And still get paid!ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:20 AM I am very excited at the prospect of returning to my beloved job on Friday. However I will NOT continue to put my personal money into my classroom and I will be seriously reconsidering my involvement in extra curriculars. I think we shoot ourselves in the foot with all the unpaid work we so willingly volunteer to do. Delete Reply FCSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:38 PM I heard a rumour last week from a loose lipped government insider that after the 22nd, depending on the outcome of the negotiations the Liberals were going to announce a 3 step process. I was not clear if this was based on 3 steps to resolve the strike (perhaps the 3rd step is legislation??) or 3 steps to overhaul the education system, either way, they will settle it outright. I wish you all luck and all the information that you need to make a sound decision of what you feel is best.ReplyDelete Replies Lisa BurrowsSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:53 PM I have heard similar rumours. On the 23rd, the gov. was planning on introducing a $6000 per year voucher system for 3 choices: an academic or trades program, or something called EducationCanada. Not clear whether their intention was to privatize the public system, de-certify teachers and hire them back under new wage/benefits. Not clear where these rumours originated from. Maybe fear tactics to get teachers to vote yes. In any event, I plan on voting yes. I signed up to be a teacher, not a martyr. This strike has cost us a lot. We need to regain our livelihood and hopefully continue the conversation about class composition. We have at least awakened many people to the issue, and the court case is still an avenue that could eventually improve teaching and learning conditions.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:33 PM I urge all teachers to fight and say NO to this deal. Retired teacher who had to retire because horrendous work conditions. Make me proud. They will not last long if you say NO! I know this is tough, but there is money and I hear that Van City does offer loan at low to 0 %. Banks do allow you to miss a mortgage payment. Go talki to your banker.Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM Will school districts require teachers to make up missed days, as suggested in the media? Will the school calendar be changing to make up for the missed three weeks and if so will we be made aware of those changes PRIOR to the vote? ReplyDelete KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:41 PM "Wages..... We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut." And that is the cost of going on strike!!! There is nothing that can be done about that. You cannot go on strike and put up the raise you want every week to compensate for your time on strike - it doesn't work that way.ReplyDelete Replies Drew StevensonSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:59 AM I believe the missing "..." Suggests that they meant to refer to the losses against inflation since the last wage step increase. Thus this contract does not allow us to recover the buying power lost to inflation since the last non contract or "0%" year. Add those up and compare against the proposed increase and you see that by the end of the contract, we won't be able to afford the same value of goods (loaves of bread, watts of energy, litres of gas) that we could at the end of the last contracts term. It was not a comment about wages that were lost in the strike. Those are really small potatoes when compared to the grinding power of inflation over years and years. The next contract will use this latest for a bench mark so these losses to inflation will grind at all teachers for as long as they teach. A death of a thousand cuts to our ability to afford basic goods and services. Any raise less than inflation is a cut to the value placed on us and on our ability to pay our bills. Delete Reply Ed SSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:09 PM Having lost $20,000 (including summer school wages) as the single income for a family of five is far too much; I will be voting YES to the deal, unless the independently wealthy teachers out there who wish to continue the strike will pay my bills and mortgage for me.ReplyDelete Replies Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:14 PM I feel ya. Yes for meDelete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:18 AM Ed S. With all due respect (and I mean that), how did you lose $20,000 in the strike? Teachers were out 2 weeks (all out) before they were supposed to be in June, and now 3 weeks for the start of school? It is my understanding that teachers don't get paid through the summer months. Please correct me if I'm wrong, wherever I'm wrong. Shouldn't you have been financially alright for the summer months at least? Also all teachers knew this strike had a possibility of extending into the new school year but no one teacher budgeted for this possibility? I'm truly just trying to get a clear picture of where this all stems. NO disrespect intended.Delete BlairSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:12 AM Kelly, not Ed but if you look at the numbers there was the 10% lockout haircut in May/June plus the loss of most of June and the loss of much of September. In our 1 teacher (1 non) household we calculated a $9 K - $10 K loss so far. If you add summer school earnings you can easily make the loss in the $20 k zone. As for budgeting, we budget for the summer, but did not expect the 10% haircut, nor the loss of June/Sept days which completely messed our budgeting calculations. A very good friend (single teaching mother) was crushed by the loss of the June income and is without a penny today.Delete Mr. SmoothSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:35 PM The only one who didn't get a haircut was Jim Iker... and he needs one more than anyone else. What's with that over-coiffed 70"s mullet Jim? Does wonders for the BCTF brand image!Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:55 PM Jim's hair is not open for discussion in a respectful space like this. As for his salary, he is a teacher who does not get paid when we are on strike.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:04 PM Totally agree!Delete Reply Mr. GSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:24 PM If I thought they could do any better I would agree with voting NO, but you have to be realistic. The BCTF does not use professionals to bargain and always ends up with much less than they promise the membership when asking for a strike vote. While this is not a great deal for teachers, I really think you're fooling yourself if you think it'll get any better.ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:02 AM BCTF needs to be replaced with younger more adept representatives and advocates. Also, we should be hiring professional contract negotiators - you don't go into battle with cut throat corporate types with a wooden knife. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:37 PM This is BAD deal! Say NO to it and show those (expletives) that we will not take it anymore! Come on! Show them that teachers have a spine! They will respect us, oddly!Delete Reply retaSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:51 PM I agree with Richard. Those in the public that are uniformed would be furious, and there are many teachers who just can't afford to use their wages as their voice any longer - too much has already been donated to the government. In my opinion, the deal is pretty lame. I am sitting on the fence.ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:24 AM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:26 AM So true!!! I cannot afford to fight this battle for public education any longer. Why is this my personal and professional obligation??? However I think this deal is weak weak weak. I also think its the best we are going to get. Ideologically I'm on the fence but my wallet will vote YES.Delete Reply SirThinksToo MuchSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:54 PM My wife and I will be voting "Yes" on Thursday for it is the middle path. The easy path would have been for us to go back to school with E-80 & E-81 over our heads. The difficult path would be for us to vote "No" and put our mortgage at risk and having to continue asking retired parents for handouts to feed a family with three kids. The middle path is the wisest choice for us considering the current political climate in which those who do not teach are the quickest to judge it harshly.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:41 PM I understand that this is really tough for you! I almost died teaching a few month ago. I had to quit. Please consider holding on and say no. Remember the short loss in salary will be offset in the LONG-RUn by better salary increase. This is a joke! They will be laughing at you even more if we accept this. This is a very bad deal! However, I do respect your position!Delete Reply DaleSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:16 AM Why would classroom conditions be better on October 9th after being legislated back? We have been outplayed because of our stubborn refusal to outdated, tired old tactics. It is because of these actions that have led us to this terrible deal. Time to reset, regroup and stock up for the long haul. Can't do it if half the members commit hara kiri on themselves. We are a union of professionals not a cult. ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:49 AM Could not agree more.Delete schreck!September 17, 2014 at 9:44 AM Could you please advise which tactics you believe could have been used to secure a superior deal?Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:47 AM Full disclosure: I'm a BC Liberal supporter. The only people who would benefit from a NO vote are the BC Liberals. Teachers would be bargaining with no leverage whatsoever and would be viewed by a large segment of the population as unreasonable. The BC Liberals then get portray themselves as the only party capable of dealing with the BCTF. schreck! says that the BCTF has the government on the ropes, but he couldn't be farther from the truth. The government wants people to view the BCTF as their primary opponent. Disputes like this just shore up the BC Liberal base and protect its right flank. Any half-baked recall campaign will only reinforce that. It's true teachers aren't going to recoup the lost wages from the strike. I would suggest to you that that means this job action was probably not in teachers' interests, especially without any sort of appreciable strike fund. This is the best deal teachers were ever going to get with this government and people should have been able to recognize that in June. If you want my advice (which you probably don't), it would be to spend the next 5 years building up a strike fund, electing better leaders, and hiring a professional negotiating team. Don't bring a knife to a gunfight and expect things to go well. Focus on getting the best deal you can from whoever the government is rather than trying to change the government, the HST, Kinder Morgan or a thousand different issues that distract from education and erode the union's finances further. You'd be doing yourself a favour, and probably doing the NDP a favour at the same time. Also, if schreck! is David Schreck, you can thank his opposition to STV for the last two BC Liberal majorities. I know I do.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:11 PM One step would be to stop making political contributions to the NDP. This only contributes to the childish animosity and lack of trust that has constantly characterized negotiations. How else can the Socreds/Liberals view teachers except as enemies when they so publicly support their opponents. This stupid confrontational immature approach has to STOP!!!!! Education should not be a political fight when it is so obviously a valuable benefit to our society. It was an NDP government that legislated teachers back to work in 1993. Stop making education a political fight.Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:10 PM I don't think they have to go that far. CUPE and the Nurses still contribute to the NDP yet they don't have the same acrimonious relationship. CUPE and the Nurses just make their members their priority, and broader advocacy second.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:55 PM Ryan (possibly a Liberal paid commenter), with all due respect, I disagree with you. The cumulative increase in lieu of this will be better. Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can. I say to Iker, ask for 6% over 3 years because these people love to play the 15% over 15 year game to make it so big on the surface. Some people think that this is 15% every year. Believe me! I have seen it in comment sections. Others believe that the 15% is too high not understanding that they must divide things over the duration of the contract. It is time that we play it smarter. It is time to put the foot down and ask for money given to us by other unions, if it is needed. Banks can accept one late mortgage payment. It would be suicidal for them to not help. Imagine the possible damage if that ever leaks out. They could lose a lot in teacher money. I for one would pull my money out of a bank in support! Teachers are going to show this government that we have a spine! Enough is enough! Aren't you tired of being treated like kids? (Retired teacher who almost died in a car accident because of work conditions that were horrendous. I had to quit.)Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 AM Not paid by the BC Liberals. I pay them actually... :/ I imagine astroturfers of any affiliation wouldn't disclose their bias. "Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can." How did that work in May 2013? If the teachers reject a contract that their own union endorsed, it will make teachers seem unreasonable. Whether that perception is true or fair is irrelevant. It's what will happen, and teachers will be weaker as a result. Take my advice. Build up a strike fund and focus on the internal governance of the BCTF for the next 6 years. You'll be better off for it. Or not. I don't mind you or others making it easier for the party I support to get elected. I'd just rather not see kids and teachers hurt in the process.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:37 AM Ah! The "don't-hurt-kids" card, hey, when you have underfunded education for 12 years! WOW! That takes the cake! Are your trolling? Oh! You are serious? :) Would you be surprised if I don't follow your advice, considering your lack of logic? Would you be surprised if others don't follow your advice? It is ttue that bullies like you and your ilks love to show who is the boss, who is the teacher now! I suspect that is at the root of the problem! No one wants to fail in school! No one wants to get the strap! Sad that today's teachers don't like it too! But, who cares, we are ... teachers! We deserve it! BAH! BAH! BAH!Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:22 PM That's fine. I look forward to another 16 years of BC Liberal government.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:41 PM 16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate! Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan! Sociopaths do that!Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 9:35 AM "16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate!" 16 years of our opponents still don't understand why they lost. Like I said, that's fine with me. If I said the Liberals would be in power for at least another 13 years back in 2004 you probably would have laughed too. Heck, if I told you on May 13 last year that the BC Liberals would be reelected on May 14 you'd probably have laughed too. And you were wrong. Why is that? Answer that question if you want the NDP to win the next election. Without a correct answer to it, the NDP's cause is hopeless. "Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan!" You feel they are flawed, and that's fine. I don't go around calling people who disagree with me sociopaths, nor do I accuse them of being paid shills. But I also don't feel much need to address your ad hominems. There are logical arguments to support your position, but argumentum ad hominem is not one of them. It's a textbook logical fallacy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 1:15 PM Ah! Now I get it! It is all ego-based! You think because you voted the winning party that you are a winner and we are losers! You think because you predicted that the Liberals would win, you are winner. That does not make YOU a winner or the Liberals! It is called DEMOGRAPHICS, you expletives. The baby boomers are getting old and because they have more assets and won't make a whole lot more for too long, they need to vote a govn't who is going to do just that! It is not rocket science! WOW! You think you are so superior when your party stole an election with 47% of the popular vote. That's not a majority and your party should not have been elected. BTW, did you delete from your ethical memory the words Ethnic voting scandal? The field is slanted and you know it. However, you are so willing to minimize, forget the scams and bad fairplay tactics like a sociopath is allowed to minimize or ignore his or victims emotions that you don't see that you are the loser, we are the victim of your constant bullying. 1% wage increases after years of 0% increases and you can justify that when Yahoo reports that the average Canadian can hope to get 2.5% this and next year: https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html You Liberals behave like fascists, but we can't call you that because that's not allowed! Well! Guess what? It is and you are. Live with it! You keep on dreaming you are a genius! :) I am retired, getting soon a nice pension, and laughing at you from a beach somewhere! AHAHA! Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 2:14 PM What's with the name calling Peter? For someone claiming to be retired you really don't show the wisdom of age. For someone who talks about logic, you use logical fallacies like ad hominems a lot too. It's a fair point that the BC Liberals didn't get a majority of the vote (and I'm a very big supporter of electoral reform). The BC Liberals + Conservatives did though, and I don't think it's realistic to expect the BC Conservatives to have been more generous had they been part of government. Last time I checked I just voted. I didn't "victimize" anyone. Perhaps your rage is misplaced. If you think the election was "stolen" I'm afraid I have to question your grasp on reality though. "Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?" I'm glad you'll have a pleasant retirement Peter. I have no ill will towards you. I'm not sure why you think I do. I'm not saying people were *right* to vote BC Liberal. That's a matter of opinion. All I'm saying is people *did* vote BC Liberal. More voted BC Liberal than BC NDP for the last 5 elections in a row actually. You need to understand why that happened in order to change it for the next election. Clearly you're not interested in that though. Which is fair enough. Just remember next time you're upset about something the BC Liberals do that your lack of interest is part of why the BC Liberals get elected at all.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 3:23 PM I love your culture --or the lack of thereof! Guess what, stop thinking averybody is white and must follow your little rules. Namecalling? Sociopath? Whaaaat? And, what if you are? Still can't call you that? :) You fascist right-wingers are big on censorship! I just don't like you giving us lessons on how to get the NDP in. As stated, people are voting right of the NDP because it is a matter of demographics and a little ethnic vote buying on the side. The rest is mumbo jombo. Yes, of course, they will have to go on strike in the future and yes they will have to build a strike fund. The Liberals stole that from the BCTF too! And, you wonder why I don't have any respect for them? Yes, electoral reform is needed! We agree!Delete Reply JJ GeorgeSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:46 AM As a parent, I support the teachers and respect whether they choose to vote yes or no. However I noticed a discrepancy here from other information I've read regarding prep time for elementary teachers. Here it states minimal improvement to prep time - only 10 minutes per week being added. Elsewhere I read that it is 100 minutes per week for prep, increasing by an additional 10 minutes in the final year. That is a significant difference, and worth noting. Or have I completely misunderstood?ReplyDelete Replies Anne-MarieSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:59 AM Elementary teachers currently have 90 minutes of preparation time per week so an increase to 100 minutes per week is only gaining 10 minutes. In other provinces and some private schools they have as much as 45 minutes of prep time per day.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:56 PM Thank you for inquiring!Delete DW ZSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:57 PM You're right JJ George. There is a significant difference around the province regarding preparation times. In my district elementary teachers currently get 100 minutes of prep time. This new proposal is useless to me. I'll have to wait 6 years to gain an extra 10 minutes. Delete Reply UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:11 AM Almost nobody gets cost of living adjustments. Also inflation is NOT 2%. Do some research and look at the CPI for BC over the last 24 months. The average over the last 2 years is 0.7%, not 2%. The CPI changes every month so you cant just look at the highest month and declare that THE inflation rate. Check out the 12 month averages document for the actual numbers. http://www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/StatisticsBySubject/Economy/ConsumerPriceIndex.aspx All that being said I support the teachers. if you think this is a bad deal as a parent my dream would be for the teachers to vote no but continue bargaining because I do think the kids need to be in school and I do fear that the teachers will lose all support if the strike continues. All I ask as a parent is that you do your own research and try not to be swayed by all the opinions. ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:01 AM Inflation for August was 2.1% (http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/economy/cpi-report-expected-to-reveal-rise-in-canadas-core-inflation-rate/article20593943/). The CPI is a year-over-year calculation.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:43 AM Inflation should be looked at as a yearly average, not an individual month.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:34 PM The lawyers do not believe we have compromised our court deal. Our leadership would not have sold us out. We dodged a bullet. The Premier had something loaded even if we are not sure what it was. The idea that we could simply return to work is not guaranteed. I think a no vote could easily lead to the Liberals locking us out again because the Premier wants to crush us and she will use any excuse. She did not want to take the advice of her people and do this deal. I am certain a plan for drastic action (where we have to take the concessions they had planned) or worse - was in place. We can't guarantee the press will do any better job explaining the complexities should we say no. They rarely sided with us in markets outside of Vancouver where people are more political and they often misled or allowed others to mislead. They are not helping and would sensationalize. This would see dissolution of support very quickly - especially if we asked for wages. (Though admittedly it angers me that we can't ask for wages without being accused of being greedy when that is what most bargaining units do). But we have argued this is about kids and while this is not ideal - it is better to have teachers than not. The deal does suck in that it does not bring us to par - but this fight needs to be won with a strategy that is political and capacity will do that in another round. We have some support - but it is limited to the choir. We need to have the pews too. We need to build that capacity while working and continue to find allies because the fight is bigger than most people want to consider. This is about ideology and about privatization. Education always was political but never more so than now and we have to fight this party or the conservatives who would do the same or worse. No teacher who is responsible can ignore the politics any longer. That is simply the truth. If you work in the system you better get informed and you better be prepared to fight until retirement for the system. That said, I want to ask the same question others are asking: Why is this the job of 42,000 teachers and not the job of all citizens who want equality to fight for this right? It is time (while the conversation is still on-going and up to and including election night) for us to guide the public where we can but mainly play our part by not propping the system up. Make poverty known. Make noise about shortfalls, ask questions (in the media or in board offices ) about who is going to fix it instead of paying ourselves, volunteer some but wait for the pubic to step up so they see what schools lack. I hate the deal too. But I trust Vince Ready and Iker and I don't think we could have done better right now. I think we dodged a bullet because I have read everything this government has put out and followed the trail. They plan to privatize and they are just looking for the route. Voting YES for now does not mean we are giving up. It does not mean a win in the way we wanted but we have won a battle that will lead to us winning the war. If we don't rest up and stock up we might not get there.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:57 PM Well, if it is bigger than just this battle, then we will need ALL the unions to strike if they do indeed use drastic (draconian) measures. I say it is time for ALL of the unions to call a general strike. I guarantee that they will not like that one bit. What will they do then? Call the army? :) People in Europe, at the end of the 19th century stood up in mines. General strikes do occur in Europe and have. If you think you had it tough, think of them who stood tall for US in tougher times and conditions. Make sacrifices. Sell furniture. Tutor on the side. Ask for the BCTF money. Ask your banker to help. As friends and relatives. If we say NO, it won't last long. If they legislate us back, let's call a general province-wide strike of all unions. Delete Reply Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:47 AM Between CC's smug smile as she celebrates slaughtered teachers and Jim Iker's goofy grin - seemingly unaware that he has been a willing puppet, I am thoroughly disgusted. Over the next 5 years, teachers will be in an increasingly bad situation financially, classrooms will continue to be too large and complex with increasing medical, social and environmental issues impacting academic delivery. It could not be less obvious that things will continue to worsen. The Liberals have ensured that BC is rapidly becoming the Canadian Monaco for rich off shore interests and wealthy corporations. Soon the underpaid "workers" will have to be bussed in daily to Vancouver - Asian style. The only recourse is to move to just about any other province and bring in up to $100,000 more over the six years with much less cost of living. So we are bailing, encouraged by friends who have gotten positions in Manitoba and Alberta. My colleagues and I discovered through contacting several school boards across Canada that specialist (special needs and behavioural) and secondary science teachers are in particular demand. I want to work in a professional, respectful environment where the needs of all children are considered a priority and where I feel inspired to do my best. However, I want my vote to reflect the wishes of teachers who will be here over the next 6 (5) years, so very much appreciate your blog and opportunity to read the comments.ReplyDelete Bert SlaterSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:11 AM To vote YES will throw away 12 years of effort, and 2 victories in BC Supreme Court. To vote YES will be to snatch defeat from the jaws of victory. If you vote YES what bargaining power do you think you will have - the government will do nothing, and then what do you think you will do - take job action? PLEASE VOTE NO.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:59 PM Time to show you have a spine!Delete Reply RodSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:06 AM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Cool HandSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 AM Wouldn't a 'No' vote be a vote of no confidence in the BCTF itself?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:02 AM Not at all. It is just a message to the leadership we need to do better. The strength of the union is the members, and we support the leadership by giving them direction through democratic means.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:40 PM I disagree. How else can a recommendation by the EC to vote yes be interpreted? Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:00 PM I am sure people will interpret this both ways, but it is a vote. If it is supposed to be a "Yes", because it might be interpreted one way, then why bother having a vote?Delete Kate TSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:07 AM Yes , it would be. I don't think we could come out much better than this with this government. How will a No obtain that? Christy will be happy, she can declare the BCTF gone and roll out her plan to privatize. Delete Reply David DeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:06 AM A no vote would be a rejection of a the court victories defied by the government and an inadequate deal containing some vague promises that won't meet the needs of teachers or students on class size and other important issues.In Ontario elementary teachers get 200 minutes of prep time per 5 day cycle. I know there is financial hardship, but the union has received close to $2 million in donations from other unions; is there no way of accessing hardship funds? At minimum, vote no and return to work on work to rule with various strike options.ReplyDelete Erica JonesSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:25 AM This article actually makes me so mad. It is NOT better for the kids that they have missed almost all of june and all of september. This is what you signed up for in BC as a teacher. Get on board or GET OUT.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:20 PM Is this really what teachers signed up for? At my high school, each class has about 30 kids, with an average of 17 kids per classroom with an identified learning disability. Our district says that there should be no more than 4 kids per classroom.. How do you expect non-specialist teachers to help each student when over half of them require more resources because of a learning disability? Furthermore, are you generalizing the "better-ness" to all the kids in BC? Because I don't think that it would be better if kids went back considering the learning environment isn't up to par. There are barely any Education Assistants, and support teachers for the multitude of children who need them. While I recognize and appreciate your enthusiasm for education, please realize that the public school system isn't a daycare. Also, please think about your words and the learning environment prior to speaking out. By the way, we're not an autocracy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:08 PM I can understand your frustration! Understand mine! I almost died at 7:30 pm one night returning from teaching a FI split class with several students who did not get enough support or no support at all. The principal expressed to me that he expected me to teach 2 different social studies programs and 2 different science programs. ANYONE I talked to knows that this is impossible to do, especially in French Immersion when kids get no support at home and books are often too hard for students to read. I had to quit my job. I did it for me and did it for the kids. I was like a surgeon who is asked to operate on 5 patients with an old scalpel with 2 inexperienced nurses. Predictably, 4 patients would die and I would be reprimanded! Teachers are put in terrible conditions and kids too. I hope you have the openmind to consider the reality of this honest personal anecdote. I also wish you to understand that this is likely not an isolated incident. What will it take? A kid to commit suicide because he or she is not getitng enough support?Delete Reply hilarySeptember 17, 2014 at 10:29 AM It is incorrect to equate lost funding with what the teachers would have received in grievances. The two are not equivalent. The starting position of the BCTF was $225M, so they never expected $3B to resolve grievances. I'm also interested to know where you get your figures on overcrowded classrooms. A recent Globe and Mail article says that classrooms are, on average, smaller than the caps set in 2002.ReplyDelete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:36 AM The signing bonus should be roughly $2500 each: 105 million divided by 41 thousand.ReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:53 AM It is not that simple. The $105 million is to be allocated by the union. The term "signing bonus" has been crossed off on the signed document. Some of that money may be used to pay union debts. Don't know this but clarification would be useful.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:16 PM Just quoting from the CBC news website, "And finally there are details of $105-million fund to settle grievances stemming from the ongoing court case. The BCTF says that money will be given out as a signing bonus, with specific amount yet to be determined."Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:34 AM I think it would be smart to put at least part of it into your strike fund.Delete Reply WheelsSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:55 AM If the money is used as a signing bonus, it should be based on FTEReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:12 PM Yes I am sure it will be based on FTE. The question is how much of the $105 Million is actually distributed. This is up to the union, and I am told that it is yet to be decided.Delete GuruSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:44 PM And don't forget all the retired teachers who are entitled to a share of it.Delete Reply Geoff OrmeSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:18 PM In another discussion of this someone suggested that under BC Labour Law a no vote means rejection of the proposed deal, and that means the strike continues until either: - the union in question elects to stand down - another tentative deal is presented or - the government imposes a legislated contract. I think the last of these is the most likely, and I believe the legislated contract would be draconian and brutal. What do you think, Tara? Also, I would appreciate your thoughts on Sandy Garossino's comments at https://storify.com/Garossino/should-teachers-accept-the-contractReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:14 PM If this is so, in a few month (likely a couple of years), teachers will win so much more with a Supreme Court judgment! It is possible that the Liberals know that the higher courts are stacked by Liberal judges (that is what happen when judges are chosen, not elected). In any case, a negative settlement (or not a great judgment) will galvinize the public to reform the way the Supreme court judges are being chosen. I doubt that any govn't will want that to happen. A legislated contract will make the LIbs look like sociopaths and dictators.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:47 PM Peter I think you are expecting far too much from the public, many of whom are only paying attention to this matter due to kids being home from school. The public are not remotely this savvy on the political process.Delete Reply IslanderSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:09 PM I am a continuing education teacher. We have it even worse and we are not listened to enough about our poor conditions. Those include no prep time (and we do have to mark and do report cards many times a year sometimes and commonly for 30 students in a class), travelling to different schools with no compensation, and having next to no breaks in between 3 hour classes. I worked for two years with no lunch break and taught 6 hours straight (just 15 min. breaks) to be told, "don't complain since there are others who will do it". We then got 15 min. breaks in between classes. Most of our students are wealthy immigrants, many who try to stay in classes as long as possible since the classes are free. After spending a year in Germany, I realize how better organized it is where the immigrants pay to learn the language on a sliding scale, and have to pay for a student book as well for each class. We do not even have text books, but photocopy so much at tax payers' expense. This is not right. I then teach summer school since we were not on a 12 month continual salary and most of those students are also immigrants (at least 75%). This is also free and it is becoming so common and the new immigrants know this is free babysitting and tutoring. I think one main problem is that we have so many new immigrants in our classes who need ESL like this article states about our inclusion style of education nowadays: http://www.vancouversun.com/life/Shelley+Fralic+trouble+with+schools/10203596/story.html I am honored to be teaching and like my job, but it does get exhausting especially since I need two or three jobs to pay the mortgage that I now no longer have.. back to renting since it all I can afford in this city that has become so expensive. And many don't realize that it is very very difficult to get to full time work as a teacher here. There was a formula that made it take about 10 years to get to f/t (now finally changed). I have been without pay for 3 months, and now had to finally rent a place in anticipation of returning to work, so I have to vote "yes", but please keep the comments coming for what alternatives we have. Maybe we have to just educate the public in a better way than picketing; maybe get out and walk around malls and talk to people and hand out pamphlets on how this liberal government is hurting this. Most Asians (probably just the new who are from such a different system) are already against the teachers since they do not seem to understand what is going on. http://www.vancouversun.com/Business/asia-pacific/Chuck+Chiang+Many+Asian+families+place+blame/10202757/story.htmlReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:17 PM First of all, myn thoughts are with you! I think your ideas about using different strategies is smart. Picketing is not a very good strategy to let people know about things. I think using the membership to flood media comment sections would be more effective. Going to talk to the public might be a good idea along with this, I think. Phone the BCTF and ask for support.Delete Reply Marsha HolleySeptember 17, 2014 at 1:36 PM A teachers wife Vote no you have come to far to back down. It is a -----Y DEAL. ReplyDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:45 PM Ask yourself WHY teachers cannot get 1/2 of the average increase in salary of the private sector? (The Libs will tell you because there are sooooooo many teachers, but I also hear that there are provinces where there is a need for teachers!) TORONTO - A new study says that Canadians, on average, can expect about the same size salary increase next year as in 2014. Human resources consultants Pal Benefits says a survey of 401 organizations, mainly in Ontario, Alberta and British Columbia, projected salary increase for 2015 at an average of 2.79 per cent. That was almost unchanged from the 2.74 per cent average increase projected in last year's survey. Meanwhile, in addition to the average salary increase remaining relatively steady year over year, the survey found that the percentage of employers who plan to freeze salaries appears to have stabilized at eight per cent —in the same percentages as was projected in 2014. Breaking down the numbers further, the survey found the average salary increase anticipated in the engineering, financial services and high technology sectors was three per cent. That compared with an average of 2.5 per cent on the low end for organizations in durable manufacturing. https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.htmlReplyDelete "Mama Rose"September 17, 2014 at 9:12 PM I used to agree with you, Tara, and appreciate you bringing these items to your blog to get us all thinking. But after a very long night and day of research and discussion, I realize I will be voting yes tomorrow. Here is why: I don't care about salary or benefit increases. That is not why I went on strike. I don't care if this tentative deal is not good for teachers. That's not why I went on strike either. For me, the single most important issue is class size and composition. I want to work in a classroom where I have enough time and resources available to me to adequately help all the students I teach. And while it is true that this tentative deal will not change anything in the classrooms right now (or at least most of our classrooms), I realized that we couldn't actually make changes in that area because the issues of cs and c is before the courts. When I made that connection and realized that this round of bargaining was really about a "good enough" agreement regarding wages, then the deal seems, well... good enough. BUT, the best part, is the language the BCTF legal team made around the furture court decision (the re-opener). They have it in writing that if we win the court case (which is likely) and when we have to start bargaining class size and comp again (that is exactly what Justice Susan Griffin said we would have to do) we will be STARTING from the 2002 levels. To make this simple to understand, I explained it to my friends using a number line. With this new language, the BCTF starts the next round of bargaining at say a 50. The government will want us to go to 10 or 15, and we'll compromise and end up maybe 25. But WITHOUT that language, we would have started bargaining at a 10 and only gone down from there. So I do believe it is the best deal possible, it still factors in the biggest issue (from my perspective), we do not lose the important gains of the past, and most importantly, everyone gets to go back to school.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 PM Mam Rose, I appreciate your point of view and your courage. However, let me point out to you and the readers that a decision at the BC supreme court might not turn out the way teachers anticipate. We all know that judges are appointed and who does the appointing? "All justices of the BCSC (including the position of Chief Justice and Associate Chief Justice) are appointed by the federal cabinet, on recommendation of the Minister of Justice. Masters are appointed by the provincial cabinet, on recommendation of the Attorney General in consultation with the Chief Justice." (Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Supreme_Court_of_British_Columbia) Now, I would like to think that all of those people are objective, but they are appointed and we know that there are political appointments. They have a lot of discretion over the laws and judgments. I am willing to bet that the BC Liberals do know this and are betitng the farm (or do they know something we don't know) that the Supreme Courts are stacked against teachers? So, I am not sure if we can count on a WIN if we proceed with the court ruling. I think we would be better to negotiate and negotiate a better deal.Delete Reply retaSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:57 AM Yes...no...yes...no...The last two days have been this. I’ve read so many articles and comments over the past few months and, I can say, I have learned a lot. I know this is not a great deal for teachers right now. I will be voting yes. This is why… 1. The children. Without going into the multiple issues (e.g., grad, post secondary, trades, sports, global education/trips, planned activities, those with varying degrees of special needs, those that need a soft place to land, etc., etc.) the children need to get on with their education. 2. The parents. For many parents, this strike is a financial burden. We do not like to be called baby sitters, but for many living below the poverty line, school is a financial relief. Winter is coming; gas bills will be expensive. 3. Poverty. Remember, BC has the highest child poverty rate in Canada. Schools feed and clothe numerous children. 4. The other systems educators work collaboratively with. MFCD, CYMH, foster parents, group homes, and the multitude of non-profit agencies that support vulnerable children and families are bursting at the seams. We are a part of that team. 5. CUPE. While some have been paid during this strike, that money is coming from districts. It was not provided by the government. And, CUPE is a partner in education - from the bus drivers to the tech dept to custodians to secretaries to EAs and so on. 6. Small Businesses. In our little towns, the school district is the number one employer. There is a direct cause-effect relationship between loss of wage and loss of business. 7. Money. The amount of money that is needed to reverse the erosion of the public education system over numerous years cannot be recouped in one sitting. This agreement is a start. It’s not much but the stage has been set. 8. THE COURT CASE. That is why we were on strike. All the other stuff could have been resolved months ago, but our government was working hard to make the court case go away. Well, it still exists. I consider that the victory. We live to fight another day (as rhetorical as that sounds) AND I hope people actually read the ruling and think critically about how a loss could impact the future of the Charter of Rights, and the power of government to contravene those rights. I am guessing we will vote to ratify as so many fear “what’s next?” from this government. It’s nasty business, and I think legislation would be next. VALUING PUBLIC EDUCATION needs to come from a STRONG, CONSISTENT public voice. If we do ratify the agreement, and those in the profession and public think we've given up, we have not. We’ve been fighting for years. We just haven’t been heard… until now. ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:21 AM I understand your point of view, but sometimes you have to fight to get what you want. This is a VERY bad deal, considering: Other people get on average 2.5% salary increases last year and this year and the next and the rest of us get 1% and must feel happy if we do.? (https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html) THIS DEAL is a horrendously BAD deal for kids/parents as well, of course. We are going to continue to be humiliated and be the laughing stock of many people of this province. After a decade of paycuts, WOW, this is what they are willing to offer! WOW! WOW! WOW!Delete Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:30 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Reply Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:37 PM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:08 PM Let's cross our fingers! I think we need a general strike by all unions if CC legislates teachers back. It is time to put the foot down and tell her and the Liberals that, as in the movie Network,"I am mad as hell and I won't take it anymore!"Delete Reply Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 8:26 PM Needs help on some stats for an online debate Looking for the last 10 or 15 years of contractual salary increases in %. So, 1% for 2001, 0% for 2002,...ReplyDelete Children FirstSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:00 PM Well it's all done now. Really hope the teacher's can find another angle to deal with class size and composition as well as student funding. The government will make sure the coming court case never swings your way no matter what. 2nd most expensive place to live in the the world!!! Wonder why and where the money goes??? ReplyDelete AnonSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 PM I'm an outsider, but have followed closely this whole fiasco and this is a RAW deal. Your union hung you out to dry on this one - taking a really bad deal (clearly no one from the BCTF had rudimentary math skills in their toolbox) and then publicly encouraging to the media that teachers accept the deal....what choice did you have - a no vote would have outraged the public. I could go on and on, but the bottom line, in my opinion, is that your union better get some stronger leaders who are PR and technology savvy. Out with Iker and the rest of those who bargained on your behalf - they just got ......well , we know that happened. Whew, can't even believe how screwed you got, absolutely amazing - nothing meaningful gained in the big picture and only very minor gains for a small group of people, bigger losses for the majority.. Wow - I better stop now. Best of luck. Thanks for all you do for our children. ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ▼  September (9) Reflections on the BC Teacher Strike BC Teacher strike - Lessons learned Response to Sandy Garossino Will the Education Fund improve classroom conditio... Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Class composition: a human rights perspective Class size and composition - a short visual histor... Guest post - I WILL HOLD THE LINE Teachers - let your leadership know it is time to ... ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "October is #FosterFamilyMonth. Thank you #BC for opening your homes and hearts to more than 5,900 children and youth." @John_Yap - 11:14pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=29355,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > March 2013 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 25, Number 5, March 2013   The rEvolution: A beginning  By Steve Collins and Hermia Ting   For the first two weeks in January of 2012, 31 teacher education students from UBC participated in an innovation in the delivery of teacher education courses. They were immersed at Hamilton Elementary School in Richmond to complete an integration of two courses: Elementary Social Studies Methods and Educational Studies. The outcome was beyond our expectations in terms of support from all stakeholders, the hard work of our students, the quality of the final product, and mostly, the learning that our students were able to express articulately. Teaching is complex  Current approaches to the education of new teachers in universities tend to mirror the “reductionist” approach that is prevalent in modern society. It is the practice of breaking down complex processes into arbitrarily delineated elements so that they can be examined apart from the chaotic interactions throughout the system. Our philosophy of teaching and theoretical grounding arise from complexity thinking. We view learning as systemic rather than mechanical. Learning environments are in a constant state of change because all of the participants in that environment are interacting continually. This interconnectedness means that students, others in the system, and the environment itself are perpetually interacting, and are therefore adapting, evolving—and learning! The practice of breaking elements of the system down to examine separately, interferes with these interactions. For example, current educational practice at both the university and schools involves separating knowledge into arbitrary subject areas. This creates boundaries instead of a free flow of communication across disparate disciplines. The greatest chasm is between the academy and the practice—university and schools. Enacted learning  In terms of teaching and learning, complexity invites an enactive approach whereby knowledge remains interconnected as it is in its natural state. Learners interact with knowledge in the real world while all of the elements are still connected and in a dynamic process of “co-evolving” with each other. The implication of this for teacher education is that new teachers should learn to teach by teaching in the real world of the school for which they are preparing themselves. Teacher education faculties are aware of this and that is why every student learning to teach has a practicum experience in schools. We propose that all university coursework can become relevant if it is taken up in schools. This is our long-term vision, but last January, we took the first tentative steps at Hamilton Elementary School. Teacher education at Hamilton  We provided an intensive and challenging program that asked students to develop a project plan that focused on their students’ needs and interests first, and then to attend to broad government curricular mandates. They observed classrooms to inquire about the systemic roots of social injustice. We built in time for planning in partnership with their instructors, teachers, and kids. They had time to debrief their school experiences and allowed a continual monitoring of their planning progress. This all culminated in a Project Plan Expo in which students displayed artifacts of their plans and articulated their purposes, strategies, and methods. Outcomes  1. Universal endorsements  Not only did this project pass the scrutiny of all of the many stakeholders as we planned and organized, after its completion, we also received strong endorsements at every level. We received written recognition of the project’s success from the Richmond’s superintendent and Hamilton’s principal. At the expo, district representatives, the head of personnel, other instructors, and UBC co-ordinators all encouraged us to continue to develop the program. At this writing, we are in Year Two of “The Hamilton Experience.” 2. Engagement of students  Our students were certainly focussed on their demanding tasks and it was very challenging and intense. However, at the end, all who commented said it was worth it in terms of the depth of understanding of content and their ability to teach what they had planned. This depth was evident when they explained their displays and intentions to visitors at the expo. The key factor was relevance. Everything they did was real and was tested with actual children and inspired by advice from actual teachers. 3. Integration  Our worry from the start was that it would be difficult to meet the learning criteria for two separate courses without sacrificing a seamless integration within an authentic school setting. In fact, in this case, we cannot claim complete success but what did happen was surprising. Our students examined issues of social justice in the school and community, presented on topics in groups while at UBC, and created a fictional case study. With these experiences in mind as they wrote their project plans, it was impossible to not include those perspectives regardless of the main topic of their plans from K to 7. Context is such a powerful influence that when we undertake learning to teach in the real world, everything is already naturally integrated. 4. Context overwhelms the “big picture”  We discovered that our vision of a completely immersed teacher education program had a flaw. The strength of our vision was context. This turned out to also be our biggest obstacle when we asked students to observe issues of social justice in the context of the school. They reported back what they saw in front of their faces. Previously when they were at UBC, they missed the relevance of the missing context to make the theoretical concepts relevant. Now we had the opposite problem. Context obscured systemic thinking. The big picture was obscured. We addressed this by promoting a web-like interactive reporting strategy. We also took them away from the school for a day to work on a fictional case study where an issue of social justice occurred. They did finally get the big picture and it was enhanced by experience within the context of a school. But this will continue to be a difficult challenge for anyone undertaking a contextualized approach to teacher education. A healthy approach to teaching and learning to teach is an interplay between theory, philosophy, practice, and passion. This requires an interplay between context and theoretical grounding within an enacted teaching and learning environment. Steve Collins, PhD, teacher education instructor, UBC; Hermia Ting, teacher, Richmond School Distirct  To view the full report, go to: http://bit.ly/129fr7n  Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2011/10/bcpseas-hypocritical-application-to-lrb.html?showComment=1319758770652,Staffroom Confidential: BCPSEA's hypocritical application to LRB over BC teachers wages Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Wednesday, October 26, 2011 BCPSEA's hypocritical application to LRB over BC teachers wages The BC Public School Employer's Association (BCPSEA) is making an application this afternoon to the Labour Relations Board on behalf of BC School Trustees. The application seeks to charge the teachers' union, the BC Teachers Federation, for a portion of teacher salaries during the current job action. Apparently they are asking for 5 - 20% of teachers wages. The hypocrisy is mind boggling. Let's consider the facts. Teachers are not attending a monthly staff meeting. They are not completing formal report cards three times per year. In some districts, they are not doing outdoor supervision during recess and lunch. They are doing all tasks in relation to teaching including lesson preparation, instruction, marking and assessment. They are continuing to communicate with parents on all aspects of student learning. They are continuing to organize field trips. They are continuing extra-curricular activities. Most teachers report that the small amount of time not spent in meetings or doing paperwork is now being spent on enhanced lesson preparation, increased individual time with students, and more assessment. No teacher I know of is working fewer hours. Meanwhile, in 2002 the BC Liberals unilaterally and illegally stripped teachers' collective agreement of class size and class composition limits. As a result, most teachers workloads increased. Increased class sizes lead to direct increases in workload. There is more marking, more assessing, more reporting, more parent contact. Increased class composition also leads to direct increases in workload. A student with an Individual Education Plan requires individualized lessons. This can be a major increase in workload where teachers have many such students in their class(es). When teachers negotiated provincial class size limits, they gave up salary. A three year agreement was reached with 0%, 0%, and 2%. In exchange, the limits ensured reasonable workloads for teachers as well as improved learning conditions for students. When these limits were stripped, there was no corresponding increase in pay. Teachers simply lost. The lost salary has meant BC teachers are now eighth in Canada. And teachers report working an average of 49 hours per week, with one tenth of teachers working 60 hours or more. There is no extra pay for these extra hours of work. The BC Supreme Court found the contract stripping was illegal. The government has been forced to enter discussions with the BCTF to address their actions. So far, the government has insisted that there will be ZERO compensation for teachers for the effects of the illegal legislation. So for ten years teachers have been working for significantly longer hours for lower salaries. And now, after two months of extremely limited job action, that same government (via its employer's agent) wants 20% of our wages. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 11:04 AM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 6 comments: AnonymousOctober 26, 2011 at 11:39 AM I think it would be more correct to say that BCPSEA is rumoured to be applying to the LRB. Difference between fact and fear mongering... :)ReplyDelete Tara EhrckeOctober 26, 2011 at 11:44 AM This is not a rumour. BCPSEA tweeted their intention to file publicly. Here are the relevant tweets from BCPSEA, which you can see publicly here: http://twitter.com/#!/BCPSEA BCPSEA We have filed an application with the LRB to request: 1) #bctf members prep & distribute report cards #bced #bcpoli 2) require #bctf to reimburse school districts for salary and benefit costs associated with the strike activity. #bced #bcpoli BCPSEA Correction: We will file application with the LRB this afternoon. #bced #bcpoliReplyDelete alientocanadaOctober 26, 2011 at 12:17 PM Dear Tara, You have an excellent grasp on the situation and I love the way you express our plight!!! More power to the people! That is not Alien!!!ReplyDelete BrittOctober 26, 2011 at 8:47 PM I love reading your blog, Tara. Victoria teachers are very fortunate to have such well-informed/well-spoken/well-written local president such as yourself!ReplyDelete DeannaOctober 27, 2011 at 4:39 PM Thank you for all of your thoughtful and thorough blogs on teachers issues Tara! We are so lucky to have such a strong GVTA that represents what is really happening in Victoria schools and around the province. It saddens me to no end to continue to hear the lies in the media about what students and teachers are faced with in the classroom. I hope that people are looking into both sides of the story before making any judgements. We are an educated and reasonable body of professionals who deserve to be bargained with respectfully and fairly. We are doing our best in schools with what we have but I expect that this government will be eating its words (it already has after the recent Supreme Court ruling) down the road as we see the consequences of such indignant behaviour unfold. I encourage everyone to stay informed and TALK TO A TEACHER about what is really happening!ReplyDelete DarylOctober 28, 2011 at 1:11 AM Wow, I've just returned home and it's almost 8:00 pm. I had parents visit me to discuss their child's success in the class after school - this took over an hour. I next worked on preparation for Friday's classes and then decorated my classroom door for the Halloween Door competition. During my prep. block this morning I rushed out to pick up hot-dog buns for a lunch fundraiser for the Salvation Army and spent my lunch hour serving these to students along with a number of other staff. On Tuesday evening, I drove from Chilliwack to Abbotsford to pick up over $200.00 worth of hot-dogs and supplies that I payed for personally. So far this year I have spent hundred on supplies personally to assure that the assignments I design proceed in an effective fashion. I truly care about my students and their future prospects in an increasingly challenging marketplace. I don't mind putting in the effort, but what is really galling is the insinuation that we as teachers are not doing our jobs or that we might be a lot of "Bad Apples". Yes perhaps there might be one or two, but what of our elected officials, I remember a certain provincial leader charged for impaired driving among many other issues; he continued on ruling with an iron fist and made some very costly and ill considered decisions affecting our economy. Whether you agree or disagree with the HST, the manner in which it was implemented was not democratic, so I applaud the citizens of BC for standing firm. What of other provincial political leaders who abuse the power granted them by their office yet are able to rid themselves of their troubles and dirty laundry miraculously upon the breaking of yet another political scandal. One might say, Voila' and these violator's of the public trust are re-invented to continue on their merry way. What is it about teachers that makes us such a threat to the provincial government? Is it that we educate and attempt to create thoughtful, intelligent young people who might eventually question government authority? I thought the goal of our previous premier was to see BC become the top of Canada's educational system? Instead we lose hundreds of millions yearly and have laws imposed on us which are severely jeopardizing an already challenged system. How do we keep the " Brightest and Best" in BC if we are going to offer them salaries marked at 8th place in a province with the highest cost of living in the country? If I wasn't so close to retirement, I'd leave. Perhaps the citizens of BC might start evaluating the performance of elected officials in the same fashion as they seem to be scrutinizing us. Yes, teachers do have demands, but these are largely unselfish in nature and are predominately aimed at supporting the next generation, after all one day they will be in charge.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ▼  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ▼  October (16) Abbott's plan: some thoughts... Teachers upset with BCPSEA allegations and threats... BCPSEA's hypocritical application to LRB over BC t... Occupy Education Builds Momentum The "transformation agenda" for BC education? - fo... Big brother and the Ministry of Education How to judge a School Board candidate - by their r... Solidarity and the 99% - Why teachers should suppo... Occupying Education Abbott's plan: Drastic changes with no consultatio... Guest post: Tobey Steeves on Bills 27/28 - a perso... BCPSEA - missing the point on local bargaining We are the 99 BC government proposal for class composition is "r... A little interlude... BC School Trustees consider a teacher lockout ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8028,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 6, April 2005 Report-card templates for primary and kindergarten grades by Lori Robinson This is a letter the B.C. Primary Teachers’ Association (BCPTA) sent to Minister of Education Tom Christensen in February 2005. The BCPTA submitted a brief to your predecessor, Ms. Clark, expressing numerous concerns about the proposed report-card templates. Since then, with limited public participation, your office has released a revised template. The BCPTA has serious concerns about this report card format. Please consider the following: Inconsistency with the Primary Program: The Primary Program bridges Kindergarten and Grade 1, and Grade 2/3 goals. These goals are not separated by individual grade. All IRPs also bridge the K/1 and 2/3 goals. This was a deliberate decision based on current, valid educational research that supports that children develop at different rates and at different times. Not only are these templates contrary to the Primary Program philosophy, but the ministry goal of revising all of the existing IRPs to provide learning outcomes and achievement indicators for each grade is contradictory to evidence supporting the learning process and child development. By raising the achievement bar in the five areas of development, of which Intellectual Development comprises one part, it is unreasonable to assume that students will simply comply and learn faster. Learning Outcomes and Performance Standard support materials are set for end of the year expectations. How do teachers writing report cards in November and March use these curricular materials to effectively assess and report on progress? Is it the ministry’s intention to have teachers estimate how the student will finish, or measure them on the end-of year criteria and find students not meeting expectations for the first two terms? Teachers cannot be expected to predict how a student will finish at the end of the year-there are too many factors which make this highly unreliable. Work Habits: This is a highly subjective area. We do not want to see a provincial set of standards, because Work Habits are contextually dependent--there are rural/urban, cultural, age-based, and teacher-influenced factors that change the needs in each B.C. classroom. More importantly, teachers set goals for individual students based upon areas that need attention. This is another area that would be better served with anecdotal comments describing specific areas of growth and future development. Ways to Support Learning: It is educationally questionable that the comment box for support is twice as large for Kindergarten students, when compared with the space provided on the primary grade template. Does the ministry believe our youngest learners need remediating more than the other grades? This also puts a strong emphasis on students being at risk‚ more than at promise. Again, this comes back to the research on brain development and individualized learning rates. Simplification: Teachers will find the proposed format more complicated—13 boxes, comments for each, taking two full pages. Most teachers feel that this will extend the assessment, evaluation, and reporting processes—and take even more time. Computer access: Not every teacher has the software and computer operating system to support these templates at home and/or at school. Many schools have struggled to maintain their computer equipment and networks. Access to secure computers and servers that will safeguard privacy is inconsistent across the province. Furthermore, there is an unreasonable expectation that teachers will want or have computer and/or server access from home. Many locals across the province have technology change clauses in their collective agreements that will need to be respected and adhered to. Lack of recognition of Kindergarten as unique: There is more reporting space for reporting on reading, writing, social studies, and science than there is for social and emotional development. Kindergarten teachers will tell you that the most important goal is helping our new learners become accustomed to school, adjusting to the process, and becoming lifelong learners. The emphasis on intellectual development in the report templates is in conflict with the intention of the Primary Program—that there are five areas of development, equally important. There is also serious concern that Kindergarten teachers are expected to specifically comment on 13 specific areas (boxes) after two months of school, given that most Kindergarten students attend school for half days (150 minutes daily). Integration of subjects: According to the annotated template, if science and social studies are integrated with other subjects, they must be reported on in the other boxes and the spaces will be reallocated by the computer program. This would work if teachers only integrated two subjects, but most teachers work with a multidisciplinary approach to learning. Some expert teachers can combine four or more subjects/goal areas of the Primary Program all in the same lesson! Performance Scales: Children are wonderfully complex learners. Given that there are currently almost 700 prescribed learning outcomes in the first four years of school, it is very difficult to imagine that a student would be achieving at the same rate within any subject. This is especially evident in the Artistic and Aesthetic Development—this category includes dance, music and the visual arts, each a different process, with different subskills within. Within each grade, classroom, and even individual student, there are different objectives for the term, the week, and the day, and further contextualized by the activity and learning style of each learner. There is a complex science to teaching that cannot be reduced to sliding scales of progress. Some children are more vulnerable than others. Many special education students are not identified, by ministry standards, until after starting school. Many more children with learning disabilities are not identified until the intermediate grades. These are children who would, with the proposed templates, be identified as "not yet meeting‚" in most areas. Some children, as supported by the best research in child development and education, need more time to learn and are not ready at the same time as their classmates. Regardless of the source or cause of the delays in development, these children deserve the best supportive educational environment. Receiving a report card sprayed with "not yet meeting‚" marks could potentially damage a child’s self esteem. Further, that report card would not adequately reflect the progress each learner makes. This is a group of children who often have to work harder than their counterparts—and this template does not give credit for that growth. The Ministry of Education is trying to provide districts with a tool to standardize reporting for data collection and accountability purposes. However, given the assumptions and generalizations this report format requires of teachers, there are actually more opportunities for insinuations and oversimplifications. Teachers will be asked to rely on "intuition‚"—not a reliable method. The consistency sought by your ministry is simply not possible with this rigid reporting format. It may look the same, but will it mean the same, or convey the same depth and breadth of knowledge as an anecdotal format? The templates do not reflect the importance of conferencing with parents as part of the process. The daily data collected by teachers comes from a rich source of activities, observed, discussed, collected, marked, heard, and experienced within a very expansive context. Our youngest learners face additional challenges from these templates. Many students do not have access to preschools, and this has never been a prerequisite to starting school. Many students come from homes in which English is a second language or dialect, which will have a direct effect upon language acquisition, and therefore literacy skills. If a child is behind when first starting school, when there are no requirements to be able to attend school other than being five years old that year, are we assessing their learning, or are you asking teachers to assess children and the home education they received from their parents for the first five years? If we are trying to build ties to the homes and parents of our students, failing children as soon as they start school is absolutely not the way to accomplish it. Nor will this instill the love of learning. We would appreciate being able to meet with you or your staff on this critical matter. We represent our teachers, but also our students and the B.C. Primary Program: A Framework for Learning (2000). It is important to us that best practices in our schools and classrooms reflect the current, valid research in learning and teaching methods. We ask that you please include us in this process and take our professional experience and training into consideration. Lori Robinson is president of the B.C. Primary Teachers’ Association. lori_robinson@shaw.ca. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/contacts.cfm?page=caps&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true,BCTF Contacts Home E-mail Lists Links A to Z Index Contact Us Help SITE SEARCH Quick Links BCTF formsBCTF NewsFrançaisLabour linksPensionsTeacher NewsmagazineTeaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Error Occurred While Processing Request The web site you are accessing has experienced an unexpected error. Please contact the website administrator. The following information is meant for the website developer for debugging purposes. Error Occurred While Processing Request Could not find the included template CFtemplates/caps.cfm. Note: If you wish to use an absolute template path (for example, template="/mypath/index.cfm") with CFINCLUDE, you must create a mapping for the path using the ColdFusion Administrator. Or, you can use per-application settings to specify mappings specific to this application by specifying a mappings struct to THIS.mappings in Application.cfc. Using relative paths (for example, template="index.cfm" or template="../index.cfm") does not require the creation of any special mappings. It is therefore recommended that you use relative paths with CFINCLUDE whenever possible.   Resources: Enable Robust Exception Information to provide greater detail about the source of errors. In the Administrator, click Debugging & Logging > Debug Output Settings, and select the Robust Exception Information option. Check the ColdFusion documentation to verify that you are using the correct syntax. Search the Knowledge Base to find a solution to your problem. Browser   Mozilla/5.0 (compatible; archive.org_bot; Archive-It; +http://archive-it.org/files/site-owners.html) Remote Address   207.241.226.112 Referrer   http://www.bctf.ca/contacts.cfm?page=caps&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true Date/Time   30-Sep-14 11:29 PM)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media jthornthwaite last tweet "MLA @douglas_horne thanking @colemancountry for his work w/ housing for BC @LindaReimerMLA @bcliberals http://t.co/zR6bdVGcRI" @jthornthwaite - 02:03am Follow @jthornthwaite BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=23820,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 1, September 2011   Looking back  70 years ago Canada is one of the great arsenals of Democracy. Here we are training men and producing materials to strike at the black heart of Despotism. Here are some things that need constant watching. Do your part to combat subversion and block Hitler’s plans; fight these destructive influences wherever you meet them. The emphasis upon sex and easy living in books, magazines, advertising, and illustrations is full of danger. It tends to encourage self-indulgence and sex-expression—especially among our youth—and thereby lowers national standards of values and morality. The results are, inevitably, physical and mental flabbiness and weakened morale, which is just what Hitler wants. – September 1941, The BC Teacher   50 years ago The teaching machine itself is a self-instruction device rather than a means of communicating to pupils assembled together in mass audience. Sizes and shapes vary almost as widely as does the range of prices, from a simple pocket tool costing a few dollars to complex machines for $5,000. This could be the answer to the problem of the 50% whom we now write off as unable to succeed in an academic program under our present methods. Programmed learning puts the student into contact (however remote) with program writers who are presumably superior to the average teacher and who probably understand the learning process better than the scholars who write conventional textbooks. One math teacher was shown a program for Mathematics 10. He asked, “What will this do?” The answer was, “It will do what you are doing better and in half the time!”– Sept./Oct. 1961, The BC Teacher  30 years ago As I finish my first quarter century in the BC teaching profession, I must express quiet amazement at the degree to which the arts in this province’s schools are officially relegated to the back of the shelf. This absurd notion of the arts as a little-used spice in the education of children has gone on long enough. Why the arts philosophies and aspirations of people like Aristotle, Plato, and Tolstoy have not been translated into our education system is one of the great triumphs of utilitarianism over imagination, of pragmatism over idealism, of hindsight over foresight, of political expediency over sound educational principles. – Sept./Oct. 1981, The BC Teacher  10 years ago It was the day BCTF leaders and members had been dreading all summer. August 14, 2001: Labour Minister Graham Bruce rose in the legislature to introduce Bill 18, the Skills Development and Labour Statutes Amendment Act. BCTF President David Chudnovsky called a news conference where he spoke out against the legislation and warned that it will make achieving a collective agreement at the bargaining table much more difficult. He noted that the BC Liberals are alone in designating education essential—even Ontario Premier Mike Harris’s Conservatives did not impose such a law. – September 2001, Teacher newsmagazine  Compiled by Chris Bocking, Keating Elementary School, Saanich    Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13848,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 1998 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 10, Number 7, May/June 1998 Krieger captivates kids in the classroom by Nancy Knickerbocker You say you want a revolution Well, you know, We all want to change the world... – John Lennon Kit Krieger has faced crowds of colleagues and hordes of reporters, but the toughest audience is the one teachers face every day. “I’m nervous because I’m rusty. I haven’t taught for awhile,” the BCTF president confides to Suzanne Duke, the West Vancouver Secondary English teacher whose classes Krieger will teach for the morning. The students in Duke’s Grade 10 English class are studying Animal Farm, George Orwell’s classic allegory about the failure of the Russian revolution. They have learned about the idealism of the early Soviet revolutionaries, whose dreams were betrayed by Stalin’s reign of terror and his alliance with Hitler. “Can we, by understanding the past, better understand our own society to make sure the future unfolds as it should?” Krieger asks. A spirited discussion ensues about free will and choice, the fundamental qualities of human nature, and whether one can alter the course of history. “For example, I’m Jewish,” Krieger tells the class. “Forty-two of my relatives died in the Holocaust. What if I could go back in time and I saw Hitler. Should I kill him, knowing what he did?” The students are keen to respond—mostly in the affirmative—and it turns out that several of them have spent quite a bit of time playing around with that very question. “There’s a computer game about that, called Command and Conquer Red Alert,” says one boy. “In it, Einstein goes back in history and kills Hitler, but then Stalin causes and wages the Second World War anyway.” To expand the students’ understanding of Orwell’s thought, Krieger uses a series of overheads to introduce them to Isaac Deutscher’s seminal 1949 work, Stalin: A Political Biography, which analyzes why revolutions fail. Typically revolutionary movements triumph in a phenomenal burst of popular energy, impatience, anger, and hope, says Deutscher. But inevitably civil war ensues as the people struggle against defenders of the old regime. Many of the visionary heros are killed and new leaders arise, creating a new (often corrupt) elite. Gradually, the people lose faith in the revolution because of its inability to create a new society. The country’s economic and social structures fragment and decline. The revolutionaries cling to power even though they are no longer supported by the masses, and they begin to suppress dissent, exercise arbitrary power, and ultimately become every bit as authoritarian as those they overthrew. “And that’s how it continued [in the Soviet Union] until 1989,” says one of the students. Exactly. The youngsters are engaged and curious, throwing out questions like “What role does propaganda play in a revolution?” Krieger then has a question of his own: “How many of you have heard of the Beatles?” The kids roll their eyes. Everyone has heard of them. “The Beatles are awesome,” says one boy, as if Krieger should know that already. So he cranks up the tape deck pretty loud, and sings along to John Lennon’s “Revolution,” while the kids read the lyrics from a printed handout. They talk about Lennon’s revolutionary message: that the means and the end are one and the same, that “when you talk about destruction, don’t you know that you can count me out.” “I’m pleased with the way you grasped these difficult concepts,” Krieger tells the class as the bell rings and they begin packing up their pencils and books. The kids give him a friendly round of applause on the way out the door. Krieger says that after being elected to lead the BCTF, “I made a commitment to myself to try to find one day a month to teach.” Why? “Because B.C.’s head teacher should teach.” He most recently gave a class on the Holocaust to students in Prince George. Nancy Knickerbocker is the BCTF’s media relations officer. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Touring a natural gas drilling rig with @MLA Mike Bernier, and Brian from EnCana http://t.co/AifdJ4H07b" @Teresa_Wat - 06:01pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141006,globalnews.ca,http://globalnews.ca/news/1537511/new-tv-channel-unis-gives-a-voice-to-francophones-outside-quebec/,New TV channel Unis gives a voice to francophones outside Quebec - Montreal | Globalnews.ca Your Region: National BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg On TV: News Hour Sections National National sections Locals Local sections Watch Watch sections Search Canada Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released Sections Health Money Consumer Tech Entertainment Environment Science Lifestyle Sports Featured Canada World Politics Investigations Canada Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released Your Region National Change BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Health Money Consumer Tech Entertainment Environment Science Lifestyle Sports Jump to a Region National BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Man trying to reach Bermuda in inflatable bubble rescued by Coast Guard Schedule NowNews Hour 6:30pmGlobal National More Programs Global National The West Block 16x9 The Morning Show More Personalities Dawna Friesen Carolyn Jarvis Liza Fromer Tom Clark More News Major snowfall covers N. Manitoba Entertainment ‘Gone Girl’ wins weekend box office News Journalist with Ebola arrives at US hospital Canada Quebecor sells off Sun newspaper chain News Crowdfunded bus debuts in Toronto Entertainment Depardieu reveals past as escort, thief Canada MPs debate motion for airstrikes in Iraq Sports NBA extends television deals for 9 years Trending Maple Syrup Heist Hong Kong protests Iraq crisis Luka Magnotta Ebola outbreak enterovirus D68 Ukraine Retail Wars unis September 1, 2014 12:22 pm New TV channel Unis gives a voice to francophones outside Quebec By Rachel Lau Reporter/Web Producer ; New French-language TV station Unis. Unis What is this? Sponsored content is written by Global News' editorial staff without any editorial influence by the sponsor. If you'd like to learn more... What is this ? X What is this? Sponsored content is written by Global News' without any editorial influence by the sponsor. If you'd like to learn more... MONTREAL — New French-language television channel Unis is giving a voice to francophone-Canadians living outside of Quebec. The aim is to share a different perspective on francophone life by offering “programming focused primarily on reflecting the diversity of the Canadian Francophonie.” It is specifically mandated to source programming from French-speakers outside of Quebec – Canada’s only official unilingual French province. Story continues below Unis operates as a secondary feed of TV5 Québec Canada (TV5), a channel that focuses on international French-speaking programming. Unis and TV5 will be part of basic service for all digital cable and satellite TV subscribers in Canada. It was granted this special status by the Canadian Radio-Television and Telecommunications Commission (CRTC) on August 8, 2013. Shows will include drama series, children programs, documentaries, game shows and more. Unis will launch at 7 p.m. on Monday. The channel is available in standard or high definition on all digital TV providers, including Bell satellite (150), Shaw Direct (741), Bell Fibe (141 and 1141), Videotron Illico (89 and 689), Cogeco Cable (84 and 577), Rogers Cable (660), Shaw Cable (912 and 918), Eastlink (377/907 and 783), MTS (409), SaskTel (875) and Telus Optik (2088). *with files from The Canadian Press © Shaw Media, 2014 Report an error french tv unis Rachel Lau Reporter/Web Producer Born in Montreal and raised on the Australian Northern Beaches, Rachel first came to Global by way of the United Nations. More Stories Money Rogers rejects cap on cost of basic service Forcing pick-and-pay useless, study says Should YouTube face same rules at TV? Google says no Shaw Media announces proposal for 24-hour channel Global News 1 On Parliament Hill today: Netflix on the defensive Comments Popular Now Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released 20224 How does Ebola spread? 5 things you need to know 18659 Accused Madeleine McCann Twitter troll found dead 9985 Ebola: 5 reasons why an outbreak is highly unlikely in Canada 7298 UPDATE: What’s the best, cheapest Canadian cellphone plan out there? 5891 Featured Content Canada Ebola: 5 reasons why an outbreak is highly unlikely in Canada What are the chances of an Ebola outbreak taking off in Canada? It isn’t likely, according to experts. And here are a number of reasons why. Continue reading → Environment Are we in the midst of a mass extinction? There have been 5 mass extinctions — the loss of 75 per cent or more of the world’s species — in Earth’s history. Scientists now believe that we are at the early stages of the sixth. Continue reading → Health Lab-grown penises may soon be ‘ready for testing’ on humans Researchers in North Carolina say penises grown in laboratories could “soon be ready for human testing,” offering hope for men who have had traumatic injuries or penile cancer. Continue reading → Canada Meet Rachel Parent — the teen fighting for GMO labelling in Canada Rachel Parent is a 15-year-old activist. Her goal: mandatory labelling in Canada of all genetically modified organisms, or GMOs that are found as ingredients in food. Continue reading → Canada Abandoned puppies on the mend Twenty hungry, cold and flea-infested puppies found in a Saskatchewan field are now being nursed back to health at Battleford’s Humane Society. Continue reading → Science Everything you need to know about Wednesday’s lunar eclipse On Oct. 8, Canada will be treated to its second lunar eclipse of the year. Find out what you can expect. Continue reading → Canada Can homegrown food win the climate change war? Wondering what’s the single most effective way to combat climate change? Plant a garden. Continue reading → Canada 16×9: An investigation into illegal lumber Timber thieves are stealing wood from the Russian Far East, processing it in China and then shipping it to North America, a 16×9 investigation has found. Continue reading → Highlights Hounds of Parliament: As commuting cyclist and budget watchdog, Frechette must make his presence known Frechette draws a line distinguishing his personality as a cyclist and as the parliamentary budget officer. But surely there’s a parallel between the assertive man he is on a bike and in the role of PBO? Continue reading → Email alerts Sign up for FREE daily Globalnews.ca newsletters and breaking news alerts Email Address National Daily News National Breaking News By clicking on the submit button, I have read, understood and agreed to our privacy policy Twitter Follow globalnews 20 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews USA Swimming suspends #MichaelPhelps for 6 months glbn.ca/ClLU9 pic.twitter.com/nqC3dQ3NhL 20 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews Hillary Clinton: military action against ISIS “critical” and “essential” globalnews.ca/news/1600343/w… #cdnpoli 32 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews Boy left in car during church choir practice dies glbn.ca/ClKBB Jump to a Region BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Connect Facebook Twitter Google+ RSS Contact Us Global News About Us Privacy Policy Principles & Practices Terms & Conditions Copyright Shaw Media Advertise Open Data © Shaw Media Inc., 2014. All rights reserved. Follow Follow “Global News” Get every new post delivered to your Inbox. Join 3,820 other followers Powered by WordPress.com Shaw Connect Expand News Entertainment Entertainment Home Celebs Movies TV Music Living Lifestyle Food Home & Living Sports Money Tech Travel Breaktime Autos Watch TV Online All Sites Global Global News Food Network HGTV History Television Showcase Slice DTOUR ET Canada National Geographic Movietime Lifetime H2 DIY Action NG Wild Mystery IFC BBC Deja Vu Twist)
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(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/meliss604/status/511998847405801472,Melissa Carr on Twitter: "Maybe @christyclarkbc forgot, but I didn't. THANK YOU, teachers.  I know this was not easy on you, either. #bced" টুইটার অনুসন্ধান অনুসন্ধান টুইটার খুঁজুন সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ ভাষা : বাংলা. हिन्दी Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন টুইটার-এ নতুন ? আজই যোগদান করুন » সাইন ইন করুন ফোন, ইমেল বা ব্যবহারকারীর নাম পাসওয়ার্ড সাইন ইন আমাকে মনে রাখুন পাসওয়ার্ড ভুলে গেছেন? ইতিমধ্যে আপনি কি টেক্সট বার্তার মাধ্যমে টুইটার ব্যবহার করছেন? অনুসরণ অনুসরণ করা কর্মসমূহ:অনুসরণ না করা অবরুদ্ধ অবরোধ মুক্ত মুলতুবি বাতিল Melissa Carr ‏ @meliss604 ১৬ সেপ্টেম্বর Maybe @christyclarkbc forgot, but I didn't. THANK YOU, teachers. I know this was not easy on you, either. #bced প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট পুনঃটুইটগুলি ৫২ প্রিয় ৫২ ৩:০৩ অপরাহ্ণ - ১৬ সেপ্টেম্বর, ২০১৪ Brian Cargnelli ‏ @bcargnel ১৬ সেপ্টেম্বর @meliss604 @christyclarkbc she didn't forget, just wanting to leave podium for her unlimited massage appointment. সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Rhona ‏ @rcmech ১৬ সেপ্টেম্বর @meliss604 thanks :) goes a long way সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Meredyth Kezar ‏ @Merekatlit ১৬ সেপ্টেম্বর @meliss604 @rcmech @christyclarkbc well not thanking teachers probably just shows how little you and government value teachers সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট ross scott ‏ @ross_sensei ১৬ সেপ্টেম্বর @meliss604 @tdshark especially for funding improvements and own grievances out of your own lost salary #bced সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Patsy-Anne Casemore ‏ @pacasemore ১৭ সেপ্টেম্বর @meliss604 @jyasinchuk THIS teacher thanks YOU! #bced #bctf সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Hi-D Anne T. ‏ @MeezerMelodrama ১৮ সেপ্টেম্বর @meliss604 @sjheuman @christyclarkbc Clark 'forgot', we won't...until after she's voted out. She'll then be an unpleasant shadow of memory. সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Hi-D Anne T. ‏ @MeezerMelodrama ১৯ সেপ্টেম্বর @meliss604 @symphily @christyclarkbc Honestly, I think her thanks would be fake...like her. সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Melissa Carr থেকে কোন আপডেট মিস্ করবেন না © 2014 টুইটার সম্বন্ধে সহায়তা বিজ্ঞপ্তি তথ্য বন্ধ মিডিয়াটিকে চিহ্নিত করুন এটি ইতিমধ্যে সংবেদনশীল কন্টেন্ট ধারণকারী হিসাবে চিহ্নিত হয়েছে। পতাকা তুলুন এটি সম্ভাব্যরূপে অবৈধ বিষয়বস্তুর ধারণকারী হিসেবে। সমর্পণ করা বাতিল মিডিয়াকে চিহ্নিত করা সম্পর্কে আরো জানুন খারিজ বন্ধ পূর্ববর্তী পরবর্তী বন্ধ একজন ব্যক্তির প্রোফাইলে যান সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ বন্ধ আপনার অনুসরণকারীদের এই পুনঃটুইটটি পাঠাবেন? বাতিল পুনঃটুইট বন্ধ আপনি কি নিশ্চিত যে এই টুইট মুছে দিতে চান? বাতিল মুছে ফেলুন বন্ধ রোধ করন বাতিল রোধ করন আপনার টুইটসমুহে একটি অবস্থান যুক্ত করুন যখন একটি অবস্থানের সঙ্গে আপনার টুইট করেন, টুইটার সেই অবস্থান সংরক্ষণ করে। প্রত্যেক টুইটের আগে আপনি আপনার অবস্থান চালু / বন্ধ করতে পারেন, এবং যে কোনও সময় আপনি আপনার অবস্থানের ইতিহাস মুছে ফেলতে পারেন। আরো জানুন অবস্থান চালু করুন এখন নয় স্থান বন্ধ করুন বন্ধ প্রোফাইল সারসংক্ষেপ বন্ধ আপনার তালিকাসমূহ বন্ধ একটি নতুন তালিকা তৈরি করুন নাম তালিকা বিবরণ 100 অক্ষরের কম, ঐচ্ছিক তালিকাসমূহ:গোপনীয়তা সাধারণ · যে কেউ এই তালিকা অনুসরণ করতে পারেন ব্যক্তিগত · শুধুমাত্র আপনিই এই তালিকায় প্রবেশ করতে পারবেন তালিকা সংরক্ষণ করুন বন্ধ বন্ধ এই টুইট স্থাপিত কর আপনার নীচের ওয়েবসাইটে কোডটি অনুলিপি দ্বারা এই টুইট যোগ করুন * আরও জানুন হুম, সার্ভারে পৌঁছনোর একটি সমস্যা ছিল। পরে আবার চেষ্টা করবেন? প্রকৃত টুইট অন্তর্ভুক্ত করুন অন্তর্ভুক্ত মিডিয়া প্রাকদর্শন বন্ধ টুইটারে নিবন্ধন করুন টুইটারে নেই? নিবন্ধন করুন, আপনির পছন্দের বিষয়গুলির সাথে যুক্ত হন, এবং তাদের বিষয়ে হালনাগাদ পান। একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন » বন্ধ দুটি উপায় (প্রেরণ এবং গ্রহণ) শর্ট কোড: দেশ কোড গ্রাহকদের জন্য মার্কিন যুক্তরাষ্ট্র 40404 (যে কোন) কানাডা 21212 (যে কোন) যুক্তরাজ্য 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM হাইতি 40404 Digicel, Voila আয়ারল্যান্ড 51210 Vodafone, O2 ভারত 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance ইন্দোনেশিয়া 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » অন্য দেশসমুহের এসএসএস সংক্ষিপ্ত কোড দেখুন বন্ধ নিশ্চিতকরণ)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media jthornthwaite last tweet "MLA @douglas_horne thanking @colemancountry for his work w/ housing for BC @LindaReimerMLA @bcliberals http://t.co/zR6bdVGcRI" @jthornthwaite - 02:03am Follow @jthornthwaite BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141006,plus.google.com,https://plus.google.com/+AP,The Associated Press - Google+ Search Images Maps Play YouTube News Gmail Drive More Calendar Translate Mobile Books Wallet Shopping Blogger Finance Photos Videos Even more » Account Options Sign in Help Send Feedback Web History Profile Home Profile People Photos Communities Events Hangouts Pages Local Settings Feedback Help  ·  Region Privacy & Terms  ·  Maps Terms The Associated Press Verified name 1,969,073 followers|18,398,701 views Profile Verified name The Associated Press http://www.ap.org/ 1,969,073 followers|18,398,701 views AboutPostsPhotosVideos Stream The Associated PressShared publicly  -  2014-10-06   Real-life room escape attractions began opening nearly a decade ago in Asia and Eastern Europe, but they've been popping up in North America over the past few years. The attractions trace their origins back to escape-the-room video games, where players were trapped and forced to use clues and objects in their surroundings to get out. Now that concept has moved into the real world.﻿Read moreShow less Room escape attractions growing in US apne.ws MIAMI BEACH, Fla. (AP) — I like to think of myself as relatively quick-witted, but I started having serious doubts about my cleverness as I stood handcuffed to my new Russian friend, trying get out of a prison cell. It… 14 4 2 comments Karim Qaiser + 0 1 0 Reply   SAW﻿ Read moreShow less Add a comment... The Associated PressShared publicly  -  2014-10-05  #Grief  #Parenting  #Children   Genevieve Liu's father died when she was 13. Now a 15-year-old, she's found an outlet and a balm for her grief in her website, Surviving Life After a Parent Dies. The site provides a way for her to express thoughts and a forum for other children who have lost a parent.﻿Read moreShow less Losing Dad: A teen finds purpose in grief apne.ws CHICAGO (AP) — Genevieve Liu sits back in bed each night, still thinking of her father before she sleeps. He used to sing the same song to his children at bedtime, often before he'd head to surgery to save the life of… 23 5 1 comment David Schneider + 0 1 0 Reply   Genny hang in there we are all behind you﻿ Read moreShow less Add a comment... The Associated PressShared publicly  -  2014-10-04  #Iraq  #Syria  #ISIS   As Islamic State militants lose ground in Iraq and Syria, U.S. officials say the group is relying on a propaganda war waged with videos of beheadings to maintain its edge.﻿Read moreShow less US: Militants use beheadings to make up for losses apne.ws WASHINGTON (AP) — For months, Islamic State militants rampaged across Syria and Iraq, seizing cities, taking hostages and terrorizing all who dared 23 10 5 comments Kyle Sakurai + 0 1 0 Reply   +Bob Mai It's like when they made all those fake moon landings......﻿ Read moreShow less Add a comment... The Associated PressShared publicly  -  2014-10-03  #NursingHome   More than 300 nursing homes in 39 states either lack sprinkler systems or don't have adequate sprinkler systems. Brian Lee, head of a group that advocates for nursing home residents, says facilities "have the money. They just choose not to do so."﻿Read moreShow less Despite rules, nursing homes still lack sprinklers apne.ws Tens of thousands of the country's most vulnerable people are living in nursing homes without adequate sprinklers or that are missing them altogether, according to government data. Despite a history of deadly nursing home… 33 7 4 comments Logan Stinnett + 1 2 1 Reply   Well no need to run a news story on this, all one needs to do is call the city for a fire inspection.﻿ Read moreShow less Add a comment... The Associated PressShared publicly  -  2014-10-02  #Obama  #JuliaPierson   The Obama administration has called for an independent panel to take a look at the agency from top to bottom and make recommendations for a permanent successor for ousted Director Julia Pierson. White House spokesman Eric Schultz said that President Barack Obama won't name a new permanent director until Dec. 15, at the earliest.﻿Read moreShow less Secret Service moving forward in wake of scandal apne.ws WASHINGTON (AP) — With the dust still settling from a series of embarrassing security failures that marred the Secret Service's reputation and forced its director to resign, the agency is starting the arduous and public… 19 2 5 comments Yitzchak Baruch Fishel + 0 1 0 Reply   they just didn't have it in them to protect the President. harrumph.﻿ Read moreShow less Add a comment... The Associated PressShared publicly  -  2014-10-02  #Ebola  #EbolaOutbreak  #Liberia   Duncan has become a symbol of how Ebola could spread within the United States. Here in Liberia, however, he is just another neighbor infected by a virulent Ebola cluster ravaging this neighborhood of tin-roof homes.﻿Read moreShow less Many sick in US Ebola patient's Liberia hometown apne.ws MONROVIA, Liberia (AP) — Thomas Eric Duncan rushed to help his 19-year-old neighbor when she began convulsing days after first complaining of stomach pain. Everyone assumed her health problems were related to her being… 15 2 2 comments Michael Adkins + 0 1 0 Reply   They could have worded the headline better...﻿ Read moreShow less Add a comment... In their circles 102 people Al Jazeera English Monroe News TechCrunch Have them in circles 1,969,073 people The Associated PressShared publicly  -  2014-10-06  #Syria  #ISIS  #Islam   In Syria and Lebanon, boutique wineries mainly run by Christians have endured despite decades of unrest and the fact that Islam - the majority faith in the region - forbids both the production and consumption of alcohol. The challenges have mounted since the eruption of Syria's conflict in 2011 and the rise of the Islamic State extremist group and other jihadist organizations.﻿Read moreShow less Syrians, Lebanese produce wine in ferment of war apne.ws BEIRUT (AP) — In his high-rise office in Beirut, Sandro Saade carefully chews a merlot grape from a vineyard hundreds of miles away in war-ravaged Syria, trying to determine if it is ripe enough to order the start of the… 10 3 Add a comment... The Associated PressShared publicly  -  2014-10-05   At a Vatican conference on family life, conservative churchmen want to reinforce doctrine while their liberal counterparts hope the meeting will bring openness to Catholic families' realities.﻿Read moreShow less Pope to bishops: Be creative about families' needs apne.ws VATICAN CITY (AP) — Pope Francis says a creative, humble approach is needed as the Vatican tries to understand why many in the Catholic Church have gone their own way on sexual and family issues like contraception, pre-marital… 24 3 2 comments Hoober Doober + 1 2 1 Reply   He's looking at the only painting of Jesus* and thinking: "I know this guy. I've seen him at the mall." * The forgotten 13th disciple, Artie. He painted the only likeness known to exist and kept in a vault under Vatican City. With the reflecting pool that illuminates the future.﻿ Read moreShow less Add a comment... The Associated PressShared publicly  -  2014-10-03  #Uterus  #Fetus  #Womb   The womb transplant opens up a new but still experimental alternative for some of the thousands of women each year who are unable to have children because they lost a uterus to cancer or were born without one. Before this case proved the concept can work, some experts had questioned whether a transplanted womb would be able to nourish a fetus.﻿Read moreShow less Medical first: Baby born to woman who got new womb apne.ws LONDON (AP) — In a medical first, a woman in Sweden has given birth after receiving a womb transplant, the doctor who performed the pioneering procedure said Friday. The 36-year-old mother received a uterus from a close… 39 6 2 comments Jayne Logan + 0 1 0 Reply   who don't  you try working on a cure for EBOLA?﻿ Read moreShow less Add a comment... The Associated PressShared publicly  -  2014-10-03  #Iraq  #Yazidis  #Sinjar   Tens of thousands of members of Iraq's Yazidi religious minority, who after fleeing the town of Sinjar last month, are now living in squalor in unsanitary shelters and camps, with little food or water and no medicine - uncertain what their future holds. The Kurdish military says it is now on a push toward Sinjar, located in the desert of northwestern Iraq near the Syrian border, in an assault aimed at retaking the town from the extremists.﻿Read moreShow less In squalid exile, Iraqi Yazidis hope for return apne.ws DAHUK, Iraq (AP) — One of the most haunting memories 70-year old Aishan Ali Dirbou has of her encounter with Islamic State militants who overran her hometown is feeling the ends of their AK-47 assault rifles dig into her… 8 5 Add a comment... The Associated PressShared publicly  -  2014-10-02  #AmalAlamuddin  #GeorgeClooney   AP's 10 Things to See for this week includes the floating wedding entourage of Amal Alamuddin and George Clooney and a nighttime in-air refueling for a fighter jet over Syria.﻿Read moreShow less 10 Things to See: A week of top AP photos apne.ws Here's your look at highlights from the weekly AP photo report, a gallery featuring a mix of front-page photography, the odd image you might have m 10 2 1 comment David R + 0 1 0 Reply   Nice.﻿ Read moreShow less Add a comment... The Associated PressShared publicly  -  2014-10-01  #Ebola  #Liberia  #EbolaOutbreak   Chronic shortages of safety equipment and patients who refuse to go to the hospital are putting stress on Ebola first responders in Liberia.﻿Read moreShow less Ebola Puts Stress on Liberian Health Workers 16 2 Add a comment... MoreLoading... People In their circles 102 people Al Jazeera English Monroe News TechCrunch Have them in circles 1,969,073 people Contact Information Contact info Address 450 W. 33rd St. New York, NY 10001 Story Tagline News and conversations with AP, the essential global news network. Introduction The Associated Press is the essential global news network, delivering fast, unbiased news from every corner of the world to all media platforms and formats. Founded in 1846, AP today is the largest and most trusted source of independent news and information. On any given day, more than half the world's population sees news from AP. So you're probably already coming across AP content in your day-to-day life. Now, we're encouraging you to join us in a conversation about world events, the newsgathering process or whatever aspect of the news universe you find interesting or important. The page is managed 24/7 by a team of AP editors. Links Website http://www.ap.org/ YouTube The Associated Press Links AP on Twitter AP on Facebook We were unable to fetch any YouTube videos at this time. Please try again. Videos are visible only to people they've been shared with. We were unable to fetch any videos at this time. Please try again. Start a hangout)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20140925,www.familiesfundingteachers.ca,http://www.familiesfundingteachers.ca/wp-includes/js/jquery/?C=M;O=D,Index of /wp-includes/js/jquery Index of /wp-includes/js/jquery Name Last modified Size Description Parent Directory   -   ui/ 29-Aug-2014 12:50 -   suggest.min.js 29-Aug-2014 12:49 2.9K   suggest.js 29-Aug-2014 12:49 6.8K   jquery.ui.touch-punch.js 29-Aug-2014 12:49 1.2K   jquery.table-hotkeys.min.js 29-Aug-2014 12:49 2.2K   jquery.table-hotkeys.js 29-Aug-2014 12:49 3.6K   jquery.serialize-object.js 29-Aug-2014 12:49 783   jquery.schedule.js 29-Aug-2014 12:49 3.4K   jquery.js 29-Aug-2014 12:49 94K   jquery.query.js 29-Aug-2014 12:49 3.7K   jquery.masonry.min.js 29-Aug-2014 12:49 1.8K   jquery.hotkeys.js 29-Aug-2014 12:49 5.5K   jquery.hotkeys.min.js 29-Aug-2014 12:49 1.8K   jquery.form.min.js 29-Aug-2014 12:49 14K   jquery.form.js 29-Aug-2014 12:49 41K   jquery.color.min.js 29-Aug-2014 12:49 9.1K   jquery-migrate.js 29-Aug-2014 12:49 16K   jquery-migrate.min.js 29-Aug-2014 12:49 7.0K   Apache/2.2.16 (Debian) Server at www.familiesfundingteachers.ca Port 80)
(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/bctf/status/483937179085701120,BCTF on Twitter: "Also on BCTF Executive Committee for 2014/15 @davidkom1 @tgrandin @LTAPresident @PaulSteer @TeriMooring @glenhansman and Jim Iker." Twitter Search query Search Twitter Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Language: English Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Have an account? Sign in New to Twitter? Join Today » Sign In Phone, email or username Password Sign in Remember me Forgot password? Already using Twitter via text message? Follow Following Unfollow Blocked Unblock Pending Cancel BCTF ‏ @bctf Jul 1 Also on BCTF Executive Committee for 2014/15 @davidkom1 @tgrandin @LTAPresident @PaulSteer @TeriMooring @glenhansman and Jim Iker. Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Retweets 5 Favorites 2 4:36 AM - 1 Jul 2014 WiseUp ‏ @WiseRiseInfo Jul 1 @bctf @davidkom1 @tgrandin @LTAPresident @PaulSteer @TeriMooring @glenhansman Brave souls all! Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Don’t miss any updates from BCTF © 2014 Twitter About Help Ads info Close Flag this media This has already been marked as containing sensitive content. Flag this as containing potentially illegal content. Submit Cancel Learn more about flagging media Dismiss Close Previous Next Close Go to a person's profile Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Close Retweet this to your followers? Cancel Retweet Close Are you sure you want to delete this Tweet? Cancel Delete Close Block Cancel Block Add a location to your Tweets When you tweet with a location, Twitter stores that location. You can switch location on/off before each Tweet and always have the option to delete your location history. Learn more Turn location on Not now Turn off location Close Profile summary Close Your lists Close Create a new list List name Description Under 100 characters, optional Privacy Public · Anyone can follow this list Private · Only you can access this list Save list Close Close Embed this Tweet Add this Tweet to your website by copying the code below. Learn more Hmm, there was a problem reaching the server. Try again? Include parent Tweet Include media Preview Close Sign up for Twitter Not on Twitter? Sign up, tune into the things you care about, and get updates as they happen. Have an account? Sign in » Close Two-way (sending and receiving) short codes: Country Code For customers of United States 40404 (any) Canada 21212 (any) United Kingdom 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM Haiti 40404 Digicel, Voila Ireland 51210 Vodafone, O2 India 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Indonesia 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » See SMS short codes for other countries Close Confirmation)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Touring a natural gas drilling rig with @MLA Mike Bernier, and Brian from EnCana http://t.co/AifdJ4H07b" @Teresa_Wat - 06:01pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7934,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 5, March 2005 Tsunami fundraising by Lynda Bird Upon returning from Christmas break, I asked my Grade 4/5 class what interesting and important things they had experienced or learned about on their vacation. Naturally, they shared the usual excitement about Christmas and Santa Claus, getting together with family and so on. After we enjoyed some anecdotes on that theme, I asked them what important world events had happened. Hands went up, and a number of children mentioned learning about the tsunami in Southern Asia via TV, newspapers, and radio. We discussed the terrible effects that natural disaster was having on people, families, businesses, government, etc. We discussed how lucky we are to live in the East Kootenays with comparatively tiny problems. The next day, a girl in my class talked about what she had heard on the radio that morning. She said she had heard a teacher from Cranbrook issue a challenge to all schools in our district to raise money to help people suffering from the tsunami. We discussed what the students thought we should do. Everybody agreed that we should contribute money. I asked the class from what source the money should come. Should they go home and ask their parents for a donation? Would that have any meaning to them? One of the boys suggested that the money they contribute should be their own. I asked how many of them get allowances. Very few do. So I asked them, "If you don’t have an allowance, how can you give your own money?" Many hands flew up. Maybe they could do extra chores to earn the money, maybe they could donate some money they had received as gifts, and so on. We all agreed that they were great ideas. I then asked if, besides the monetary donation, they would like to do something as a class to try to help the children of the countries hit by the tsunami know that other children care. The students suggested that we make a huge card. On the cover would be a wall of bricks of hope. On the inside, we would include an outline of all the students’ hands in rainbow colours. We would all sign our names and include a picture of our class. On the back would be a huge smiley face. We would also include students’ poems about the tsunami. I eagerly told our acting principal about my class’s idea. He thought it a wonderful idea. He consulted with the principal of Isabella Dicken Elementary School, also in Fernie. Coincidentally, and almost simultaneously, two girls at that school had had a very similar idea about collecting donations. For the next 10 days, both schools collected money from students, their parents, teachers, support staff, and administrators. On January 20, we had a combined assembly in our gym, at Max Turyk Elementary School. Our acting principal, Mr. Smith, had made a computer slide show about the children in our schools and the children in the countries hit by the tsunami. After the slide show, we turned our attention to the children whose idea this had been. On the table beside them were rolls and rolls of coins collected by the two schools. Mr. Smith had invited Cindy Pace, a Red Cross volunteer, to accept a cheque for all the donations. In 10 days, our two schools had gathered almost $1,500. With the matching funds from the federal government, the total was nearly $3,000! Pace said she was overwhelmed at the generosity of the two elementary schools. The money will help to feed and clothe families and also help in the rebuilding efforts of schools, hospitals, etc. I am proud and blessed to be part of such a wonderful school. Lynda M. Bird teaches at Max Turyk Elementary School, Fernie. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13784,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > March 1998 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 10, Number 5, March 1998 Health and safety by Lynne Sinclair In January, the Federation attended a meeting inititated by the Workers' Compensation Board (WCB) to discuss the possibility of the parties' forming an independent health-and-safety association to develop and implement a health-and-safety program in school districts, province-wide. Also in attendance were representatives of the Canadian Union of Public Employees (CUPE) and B.C. Public School Employers' Association (BCPSEA). It was agreed at the meeting that a representative of the Ministry of Education had to be included because of the funding issues. The WCB presented compelling statistics about the number of claims in the education "industry" and the amount of money that would be saved by districts if they were in full compliance with the WCB regulations. The WCB has an historical profile on each school district citing the types of claims by occupation and showing the saving that would result by performing at the base rate (a weighted average based on province-wide experience) and by performing at the merit rate. The profiles, which are useful and informative, may be requested by local associations. In Vancouver School District, for example, a savings of two million dollars a year would result if it were in full compliance. WCB is prepared to provide seed money for the initial start-up of a tripartite organization if the parties can agree to form one because WCB knows that school districts generally are not in compliance and that unnecessary injuries and illnesses are the result. Similar organizations exist in the entertainment industry and the farm and ranch industry and discussions to form one are beginning in the hospitality industry and in the construction industry. The BCTF Executive Committee approved further exploratory meetings about a tripartite organization and also suggested that a representative of the BCSTA be included in the talks, given BCPSEA's lack of connectedness to school districts and the fact that individual school boards, not BCPSEA, are the employers. If these talks succeed, there will be many exciting opportunities, with funding and the key players present, to deal with serious health-and-safety issues such as indoor air quality, portables, emergency preparedness, and violence. But the BCTF representatives emphasized that the program has to be taken to the worksite and implemented. In addition to making our workplaces safer for teachers and students, the program could result in reduced WCB premiums, thereby freeing up money for class size, to name but one example. The Ministry of Education and WCB are planning to present workshops on indoor air quality around the province to school districts. Teacher representatives on district health-and-safety committees should be invited, according to WCB. Information will be forthcoming. The WCB assessment (on average 52¢ per $100 payroll) is low compared to other industries, because of our large size, not our good health and safety. School-board claims costs were higher than mining, government, some construction trades, pulp and paper mills, and light manufacturing. Roughly one-third of all district claims were by teachers; the only occupational group with a higher number of claims was janitors. In 1996, workers in school districts lost 34,712 days of work to workplace-related injuries or illnesses. The real total is probably much higher because the figure represents only allowable WCB claims, and many workplace-related illnesses such as stress, depression, and chronic fatigue go unreported to WCB, not to mention other injuries or illnesses that people are unaware they should report. Two recent district examples prove the value of speaking up, grieving, and filing WCB claims. In one district, as a result of a local health-and-safety grievance, the administrative officer of a school suspended a student whose violent and disruptive behaviour seriously jeopardized the safety of the classroom and the learning environment. A board hearing was to be held, and the administrative officer was going to ask the board to put in place measures to ensure that the student's behaviour no longer threatened safety and learning. In the other district, a teacher filed a Violent Incident Report pursuant to the WCB Regulations after the administrative officer and senior management did not take steps to ensure her safety from a violent student. The Health-and-Safety Committee asked the WCB for assistance, and the area WCB officer came in. The WCB officer filled out an inspection report, in which he cited numerous violations, and ordered the board to have a violence-in-the-workplace program established and communicated to all workers no later than the next school year. In addition, he reported the incident to the RCMP to ensure the teacher's safety. He emphasized to the board and administration that the WCB would hold individuals responsible and take legal action against them if, for example, the administrative officer did not show due diligence in ensuring safety. Be well. Be safe. Speak up. Lynne Sinclair is an assistant director in the BCTF's Bargaining Division. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13814&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > April 1998 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 10, Number 6, April 1998 AGM ’98: A lively mix of politics and pedagogy by Nancy Knickerbocker The stage was set under a banner reading, “British Columbia Teachers’ Federation: A Union of Professionals.” And professionals they were. The 665 elected delegates arrived on the evening of Saturday, March 14, prepared for three days and nights of hard work on the key issues facing their profession, their union, and the public-school system. They brought with them thousands of files and reports on concerns from affirmative action to zero tolerance, and the long tables arrayed the length of the huge Hyatt Recency Ballroom were soon piled high with documents. Being teachers, they also brought table decorations including sunflowers and schoolbuses made of construction-paper, and hand-lettered signs bearing names of communities from the Pacific to the Peace River. They brought jelly beans, licorice, and lollipops; knitting, quilting, and crocheting; daffodils, primroses, and crocuses. Like an activist’s rite of spring, the BCTF Annual General Meeting is always a dance of politics and pedagogy. This year, due in part to the retirement of Past-President Alice McQuade and Executive Committee members Michael Hayes and Ellen Smith, five spots were open for members-at-large, as well as the three table-officer positions. The campaign was, as usual, colourful and competitive, with 17 candidates in the running. They came bearing a bright array of self-published literature, lapel buttons, T-shirts, and other creative campaign paraphernalia. Unofficial prize for best lapel button went to Bob Krieger for his cartoon of brother Kit wearing a baseball jersey emblazoned “BCTF.” Linda Shuto’s team got top marks in hand-crafted campaign materials for her blue wooden voting-card holders. Linda Watson’s supporters were decked out in springtime-yellow T-shirts, while Surrey delegates wore blue shirts with “Kelly and David” (that’s Shields and Chudnovsky) emblazoned in bright gold lettering, and Margaret Little’s gang wore red and white. “Ride the wave with Dave,” said the Harper camp. Pretty soon everyone was festooned with campaign ribbons and slogans. On the first evening, Kit Krieger offered a wide-ranging report on the state of the Federation and the profession. He spoke of the diversity within the membership, and emphasized the common ground shared by all teachers. He questioned whether the prime purpose of schools is to serve individual students or the community as a whole. “Is education a commodity or a value?” he asked. This year the BCTF has succeeded in setting the agenda for public education around issues including underfunding, homophobia, and citizenship education, he said. Krieger closed with thanks to Federation executive, staff, and negotiators, adding he often felt he should pay tuition to Chief Negotiator Ray Worley for all he’d taught him about bargaining in the past year. Later that evening, Krieger and Worley gave an in-committee update on provincial bargaining, and took questions from the floor. The session closed with election statements from the candidates for table offices. Challenging Krieger for president was Peter McCue of Nanaimo. Nelson’s Grace Wilson, first vice-president, went into the AGM uncontested, but that evening Bill Fite, of Fernie, threw his hat into the ring. With North Vancouver incumbent Linda Watson up against Burnaby’s Linda Shuto, delegates chuckled that the one sure thing about the election was that Linda was going to become second vice-president. At intervals throughout the AGM, visitors came with messages of solidarity and support. On Saturday, CUPE President Barry O’Neill brought greetings from the B.C. Federation of Labour, and BCSTA President Carole James did so on behalf of school trustees. On Sunday, Education Minister Paul Ramsey also addressed the meeting, speaking of his sense of pride in the NDP Government’s commitment to public education. He pointed to the announcement a week earlier of the $105-million increase in the K-12 education budget, the continued freeze on post-secondary tuition, and funding for 2,900 new spots in B.C. colleges and universities. As the minister spoke, gay and lesbian students demonstrated outside, calling upon teachers and political leaders to offer greater support in their daily struggle with homophobia. In the hotel foyer, conservative parents distributed leaflets calling upon teachers to “Vote NO to a pro-homosexuality curriculum.” Ramsey, who recently faced a recall campaign in his home riding of Prince George, largely over his public support for anti-homophobia measures, bridled when a visitor challenged his commitment to the cause. “I think I’ve earned my right to speak to this issue,” he retorted. Peppered with questions by reporters outside the meeting hall, the minister said he is not contemplating curriculum change in response to the BCTF initiative, adding he believes there is room to address homophobia within the framework of the existing Career and Personal Planning Program. On Monday morning, delegates took time to ask Ray Worley some final questions about provincial bargaining, and then they voted without dissent to give the Executive Committee authorization to hold a strike vote before June 30. Teachers rose in a rousing ovation for Worley and the other stalwart members of the BCTF bargaining team: Sandra Audet, Jim Iker, Garry Litke, Brian Porter, Carol Price, Teri Sobo, and Linda Watson. The afternoon session began with a moving commemoration of the 25th anniversary of the Status of Women Program. S/W co-chairs Janis Nairne and Evelyn von Almassey paid tribute to the thousands of women teachers who built the program over the decades and, in the process, changed schools fundamentally. They also presented the BCTF with commemorative flowering quince and rose bushes. A table in front of the stage was draped in green and set with a crystal vase of 25 crimson roses and three golden loaves of bread. Many eyes welled up as hundreds of voices were raised in the stirring feminist anthem, “Bread and Roses.” Emotions were building through the day as time came for the debate on the most controversial recommendations: those pertaining to the Federation’s initiative against homophobia and heterosexism. Delegates lined up at microphones throughout the lunch hour to ensure a spot on the speakers’ list. News photographers roamed the convention hall with their cameras; reporters crowded the press tables. The debate was intense, but respectful, and professional all around. Some felt the question was called too soon, leaving insufficient time for discussion, but, in the end, both recommendations 23 and 24 passed by an overwhelming margin. The former commits the Federation to an eight-point initiative to make schools safe and inclusive for sexual-minority staff, students, and families, and the latter outlines an action plan for influencing policy and encouraging our education partners to address homophobia and heterosexism. The question of how the BCTF will deliver its social-justice programming also sparked emotional discussion. Those who had helped to build the Program Against Racism and the Status of Women Program argued that the integrated model proposed by the executive would dilute the impact of that long-standing work. A slim majority, however, felt that an integrated strategy would be best for confronting interconnected factors such as poverty and violence that contribute to, and are symptoms of, racism, sexism, and homophobia. AGM delegates also considered a broad range of other motions brought forward by the executive, locals, and individual members on pensions, teacher tenure, education policy, health and welfare, TOC concerns, teacher education, Teacher newsmagazine, violence prevention, professional development, amalgamation of locals, and more. The election campaign manifested itself on the floor of the meeting and on into the wee hours in various hospitality suites organized by locals. On Tuesday morning, the big question on delegates’ minds was Who will form the 1998­99 BCTF Executive Committee? Federation President Kit Krieger was re-elected by a wide margin, as were Grace Wilson, first vice-president and Linda Watson, second vice-president. In the race for members-at-large, Margaret Little and Neil Worboys retained their positions on the executive, and David Chudnovsky, Patricia Clough, and Wayne Turner won the remaining seats. All the candidates were gracious and generous, in victory and in defeat. The 82nd Annual General Meeting closed with a moving symbolic gesture of unity from a Victoria delegate. Throughout the hours of debate, Guillermo Valdivieso recycled pages and pages of campaign flyers by folding and weaving them into a zig-zag “chain of unity” many metres long. “This humble work carries within itself the names and hopes of all those who ran for the Executive Committee. And they are winners, all of them,” he said. A Chilean-born teacher forced into exile by the brutal Pinochet regime, Valdivieso meant his work to be “like a colourful path that takes us to a higher ground of achievement in the future, for our Federation, and for education of the children of Canada.” AGM Snapshots Jan Eastman, formerly a Delta teacher and member of the BCTF executive, is president of the Canadian Teachers’ Federation. “The BCTF really is a leader in social justice unionism,” she said, adding that the significant issues before the meeting and the commitment of the members were powerful evidence of the strength of the Federation. Caroline Hyslop teaches English and drama at Churchill Secondary School in Vancouver. “It’s my second AGM. Why do I come? Well, I’ve always been a political person, and I feel strongly about issues affecting teachers and youth. And I enjoy it. It’s fun. For me the key issues are amalgamation and provincial bargaining. I trust the Federation leadership. I think they’re doing the right thing.” Carla Gagnon (Grace Wilson’s daughter) teaches French, English, and German in Kelowna. “It’s my third AGM,” she said. “I’m impressed that so many teachers can come together like this and discuss so many issues. It takes a lot of co-operation, and it’s not easy sometimes, but it makes me realize how many issues the BCTF is involved in‹advocating on behalf of children in poverty, anti-racism work, and so on. It’s really overwhelming. There’s so much going on, so much caring. Teachers really want to be involved in activities to better our environment, our country, and our world.” James Chamberlain is a Surrey teacher. “For me, the key issues were the social-justice recommendations. I’m pleased we’re moving forward as a Federation to address homophobia and heterosexism in schools, but I think we still have a very long way to go. We need to secure long-term funding for proper programs. I was disappointed with the outcome of Recommendation 29 (to integrate the social-justice programming) because I feel it divides the Federation and forces different forms of oppression to fight for dollars.” Kerry Richardson, a Surrey teacher, attended the AGM to vote against the homophobia initiative. “I am a Christian, but I’m not a right-winger. In fact, I come from a labour family. But I do need to have the freedom not to violate my conscience when I’m teaching.” Richardson was offended by GALE’s definition of tolerance as “a kind of homophobia. ” “Tolerance is not a euphemism for hatred ,” she said. “It’s a virtue, and a very Canadian one at that. It allows us to live in a pluralistic society. When you can’t agree with someone, what alternative is there to tolerance?” She added that she was deeply impressed by her fellow delegates from Surrey. “They’ve been wonderful. Even though we don’t agree, they encouraged us and even helped us oppose motions and make our concerns known.” Maggie Hughes is TOC chair, Lake Cowichan. “It seems like TOCs are beating themselves up. I believe that we need some kind of a seniority list. It would be fairer…because now we’re not sharing the wealth; we’re sharing the poverty.” Sibli Gill teaches elementary school in Vancouver. She is concerned because cutbacks have resulted in a situation where “essential and basic rights of students are not being met. This is unacceptable and inexcusable. Teachers are in the front lines trying to fill in the gaps that these slashes have produced.” Gill said that she was shocked to learn, for example, that before teachers unionized, female colleagues were forced to resign when they got pregnant. She rejected the BCPSEA proposals that “erode basic rights that teachers have fought for in previous years.” Gavin McKenna is a school psychologist in Surrey. “The needs of students go well beyond basic reading and writing. Poverty, cross-cultural tensions, learning disabilities, etc., all call for increases in services, not cuts,” he said. McKenna predicted that if BCPSEA were to succeed eliminating class-size limits, teachers would face “more stress, unworkable conditions, and less job satisfaction.” He recalled the early days of his career, when teachers were required to do supervision duties from 07:00 to 08:30, and to attend after-school events. Coaching was mandatory. McKenna called for a greater focus on wellness. “Healthy teachers will be better teachers.” Carl Beach is a Surrey secondary teacher involved in the Program Against Racism. “The key issue for me is integration of the social-justice work… Doing workshops all over the province, I hear students complaining that teachers do not respond when it comes to racism. And I’m getting tired of apologizing for teachers… If teachers don’t respond, it’s not because they’re racist, but because they lack expertise and cross-cultural training… I’m hopeful the executive will use the expertise we’ve built over the years.” Alberta Crowley was attending her 14th consecutive AGM. A past-president of her local and member of PAR, she said, “At AGM, teachers are tired, and they have been known to tie themselves in knots over silly things. That’s why I was delighted today to see some common-sense solutions to our problems.” Asked about her top priority, Crowley replied: “Achieving a collective agreement that all the locals can live with.” Nancy Knickerbocker is the BCTF’s media relations officer.)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8976,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, Number 2, November/December 2003 Christy's college Your education history should be private Here is a letter that Carol MacNamee, of the Nanaimo District Teachers’ Union, wrote in response to an editorial in The Ladysmith–Chemainus Chronicle, September 22, 2003, that said a teacher data base open to the public through the college is a fine idea. Dear Sir: You have stated in your "View Point" article that a teacher’s history including educational background, discipline action, etc., should be made accessible to the public. Your statement begs the obvious question Why? How will knowing where or when a teacher went to university or what she or he studied help a parent or the general public? Will knowing that a teacher taught in another district or province make a student read better or think more critically? Before a teacher can be certified in this province qualifications must be approved by the College of Teachers. Before teachers are hired in a district, they are interviewed and their applications screened by senior administration. If the college does its job properly and senior administrators do their jobs properly, then there is no question regarding qualifications. For anyone else to have that knowledge is not only an invasion of a person’s privacy but useless information for anyone other than senior managers who hire teachers. You have stated that legitimate privacy concerns should be addressed, and I assume, and hope, that you mean freedom of information and privacy law; I can also assume that you haven’t read the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy’s statement that "A disclosure of personal information is presumed to be an unreasonable invasion of a third party’s personal privacy if the personal information relates to employment, occupational, or educational history...or if the disclosure may unfairly damage the reputation of any person referred to." You are correct in saying that disciplinary action resulting from a hearing of the College of Teachers is already public and is published by the college. That information is readily available to the people who need the information—senior management on behalf of school boards who actually employ teachers in this province. Carol McNamee, president, Nanaimo District Teachers’ Union.   Letter to Malaspina College by Marcie Mehaffey It has given me great pleasure over the last number of years to take student teachers from Malaspina University College. I went through Malaspina University College’s education program a number of years ago and respect the instructors I had and the goals of the education program. I have enjoyed having your student teachers in my classroom, and I liked feeling I was giving something back. In spite of my connection and respect for your program, I am writing to let you know I am no longer prepared to participate as a sponsor teacher. You must understand that Bill 51 and the appointed college members are causing a great deal of distress to teachers. The constant attack by Christy Clark on teachers and on public education has parents worried, teachers demoralized, and the system approaching chaos. I find it very hard to believe that the dean of education at Malaspina is supporting Bill 51 and this government by sitting as an appointee on the College of Teachers. As a classroom teacher, I accept that I have very little control of or say over the negative politics that swirl around public education these days. However, I can stop those politics from coming directly into my classroom, and I can refuse to support those who promote and create the negativity. Unless there is a change in either the College of Teachers or Dr. Mike Grant’s involvement in the College of Teachers, I will not be taking a student teacher next year. The only reason I took one this year is that I had committed to it in June and felt a professional obligation to honour that commitment. I am prepared to reconsider my decision if there are any changes to Dr. Grant’s involvement in the College of Teachers or if you, as a faculty, are taking any steps to resolve what must be a difficult situation for all of you. Marcie Mehaffey teaches at North Cedar Intermediate School, Nanaimo. Letter unpublished by The Province I am not a teacher but a person who has fond memories of the people who taught me and those who taught my three children—all successful and good citizens. I find it disconcerting that your paper is constantly attacking the teachers of today. I think it is fair to say that the educational system could use improvements as well as the medical profession, the law profession, the newspaper business, and all levels of government. When may I expect to read your constant belittling of doctors? lawyers? editors? governments? No? In your paper today you give a thumbs down to the BCTF because a large percentage of the teachers refuse to pay their annual fee to the B.C. College of Teachers this year. Why should they pay? The provincial government has taken control of the college in its increasingly bullying fashion. The fees have gone up 50% to $90 in one year, while the government has given less than 2% wage increases for this time. The teachers have been stripped down to 40% of the board yet are expected to pay the full shot. Forty percent of $61.20 would be more like it. I believe it is time for newspapers to put far more effort into exposing the lack of accountability in all levels of government. Your Michael Smyth does a good job in his column on the provincial government, but it is a scatter-gun approach. Can you not produce some well-written, fair, and accurate articles on the government? There is certainly enough fodder on deceit and waste alone, to keep your readers interested. Eric Purdy, North Vancouver College of oligarchs? by Pat Clarke Some of the more vociferous boosters of the new college in our B.C.-Liberal-friendly local media have been performing amazing acts of verbal contortion trying to explain why a regulatory body with no real responsibility to those who pay for it is a good thing and should work well in serving the public good. They would have crafted the same arguments to support such beacons of human rights and democracy as Family Compact and Chateau Clique. As a former social studies/ history teacher, I am feeling a little sheepish about this. It is obvious we did a less than stellar job with members of our current government, and their acolytes on the current BCCT council, in getting them to understand some of the fundamental principles of responsible government and democracy. A horse is a horse of course, and an oligarchy is an oligarchy. Any way you look at the B.C. College of Teachers as the B.C. Liberals have reconstituted it, it is an oligarchy: a college of oligarchs. One hundred forty years after we thought we got rid of that particular form of governance, here we are in Bizarre B.C. bringing it back again. One of the nasty attributes of an oligarchy is its total disregard for responsibility to the constituents, the people who pay for it. In the case of the BCCT, 90% are public school teachers. The absence of democratic responsibility and the resulting tendency to high handedness is demonstrated by the procedures at the council meetings. They are mostly in-camera affairs with short, token, public sessions where the actual members of the college may be permitted to ask a question that may or may not be answered. And if a peon member thinks she or he can always go to an annual general meeting of the college and effect policy there, forget it. The BCCT annual meeting is advisory only. An appointed and non-representative council makes college policy in secret meetings, just like Family Compact and Chateau Clique and oligarchies everywhere. "Appointed and non-representative" is the hallmark of an oligarchy. Even after the scheduled election of councillors in 2004, the college will not be representative of and therefore responsible to the majority of its dues-paying members. Most of the members of the college council will be, as with the current 100%-appointed group, there at the behest of someone other than the members. In most cases, that someone will be the minister of education. Given our current minister’s tendency to whimsy, we can expect the worst. Her councillors, and they will be "hers," will be inclined to please their benefactor, and with a $250 a day per diem, they may well find the temptation to do the minister’s bidding irresistible. In doing the minister’s bidding, her councillors don’t need to be at all concerned with how they spend the money. They don’t have to answer to the dues-paying members on that or any other score. They don’t have to worry about any approbation from the minister. She could not care less how the money is spent. After all, it is not taxpayers’ money, just teachers’. Oligarchies are also characterized by an overweening attachment to control and privilege. The appointed college councillors will have lots of both to sustain them. Since the new BCCT has virtually no aspect of responsibility or accountability to its own members, it will have lots of opportunity to occupy itself elsewhere. The minister has been quite emphatic. To paraphrase her, this college is not going to be at all concerned with responsibility to members. It is about going after them. To expedite that pursuit, she has invested the college with considerable power and given the new councillors an aura of authority they could become quite attached to. In her zeal to establish a "watchdog" she has set up a kind of star chamber where the appearance of vigilance outweighs any consideration of the basic principles of natural justice. "So go ahead and make your accusations about teachers," she is saying. "Don’t worry about proof or libel; just go for it, and this college I’ve appointed will take care of it." The historical precedents for this kind of arrangement are unpleasant to contemplate. The power relationships are drastically uneven, and their effects are chaos; mistrust and ill-will are the usual outcomes. What is especially galling about all of this is that we know that. We know governance without responsibility and accountability does not work. The good news is that the college of oligarchs will eventually meet the same fate as all oligarchies. The oligarchs will end up in history’s ash can. But like all the others, they will have to be pushed. Pat Clarke is the director of the BCTF’s Professional and Social Issues Division.     In their own words The Liberal takeover of the B.C. College of Teachers is destabilizing schools throughout the province. Interviews with people now running the college reveal their view of teachers. Any kindness can be viewed as grooming for abuse College registrar Marie Kerchum was featured in an article by Janet Steffenhagen, published in The Vancouver Sun, January 5, 2002, while she was deputy registrar. Here are her comments about teachers and the role of the college: The B.C. College of Teachers says students are not receiving adequate protection against rogues in the school system because of testy, influential resistance to its demand for a report every time an educator is disciplined. The college, the regulatory body for the teacher profession, says it’s at loggerheads with the professional associations for trustees, superintendents, and principals—along with the teachers’ union—over the issue and has appealed to Education Minister Christy Clark for help... Kerchum said the college needs to know about all disciplinary actions in order to identify behaviour patterns, particularly when educators are transient. Actions that appear minor in isolation could signal a bigger problem if there have been warnings about the same behaviour at other times, in other districts. Some districts won’t report disciplines if it doesn’t involve sexual contact, but that could mean they are ignoring the "grooming" of a victim by a sexual predator, which can start off in a way that is seemingly innocent, with car rides or the giving of gifts, Kerchum said. The only example Kerchum gave of a failure to report was of an unnamed private school. Not enough complaints about teachers When asked on The Bill Good Show, September 29, 2003, about the extremely small number of complaints, Marie Kerchum, the new registrar of the college stated: Yes. Since May, I would say, and since this legislation has been announced, I would say that’s very small. However, it could be, as well, that many persons are unaware of the process so there will be an education program launched by the college to ensure all persons, the public in general, is aware of the process. The "education program launched by the college" is a brochure explaining the "Person Complaint Process." If anyone has a complaint about a member of the college, past or present, the brochure will explain how to complain It’s not really a college of teachers On October 3, 2003, Rick Cluff, host of CBC Radio’s Early Edition, interviewed Val Windsor, president of Delta Teachers’ Association, followed by Carl Ratsoy, political appointee on the College of Teachers’ transitional council. Here is a partial transcript: Carl Ratsoy: A lot of people believe that the College of Teachers belongs to teachers and it might take a little while to really understand that the College of Teachers does not belong to teachers. The B.C. Teachers’ Federation, the union, belongs to teachers. The college is something that’s set up by the provincial government, so if anyone owns it, it’s really the government, or really the public owns the body. Rick Cluff: OK, then. Let me stop you right there, then. Why should they pay 90 bucks for membership in something they don’t own, they have no rights to, that’s just a tax grab? Carl Ratsoy: Well, the college is an organization that employs people to do the legislative mandate of the college and, to do that, to employ people, you need to pay people. So, we need to levy a fee. I suppose it sort of makes sense, in terms of user pay, those who are related to the nature of the work should pay for the work. Rick Cluff: But you see what I’m getting at, like, I don’t want to speak for Val Windsor, but one of their concerns was if the college is going to be put together by the ministry, and if it’s going to be run by the ministry, then why should they pay 90 bucks to belong to what is their professional association, or used to be their professional association? Carl Ratsoy: Well, again, it’s not just their professional association. You have to understand that there are more partner groups than public school teachers in education... Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=18286,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 6, April 2009  Social justice rocks the valley By Gail Chaddock-Costello The first regional conference to focus solely on social justice issues “rocked” the University of the Fraser Valley Campus on February 20 and 21. With 23 presenters covering 30 workshops, including a keynote address delivered straight from the heart by Alex Sanchez and a panel presentation on Social Justice 12 teaching strategies, the conference delivered a full menu of topics that appealed to both the youth and adults who attended. We were thrilled to have Alex Sanchez, best selling author on the topic of homophobia, speak about his newest book The God Box, which expertly explores what it means to be both religious and gay. In a quiet, unassuming manner, Alex spoke of his own life, growing up as both a child of colour and a child who was gay. Even though he spoke softly, you could have heard a pin drop in the theatre as we all hung onto his words, which often brought listeners to tears. His personal journey, including his high school fears of standing up for a fellow student being bullied on the suspicion of being gay, as well as segments of poignant e-mails he frequently receives from young men and women who seek his advice and thank him for letting them know they are not alone, was both heart wrenching and inspiring. Today, his writings are Alex’s way of standing up as a public voice for LGBTQ (lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgendered, and questioning) individuals who continue to feel marginalized in many areas of society. One gay participant commented, “even if you were a person who believed being against gays was OK, there are so many choices at this conference, you could fill up your entire schedule and never have to hear the word homophobia.” He meant that as a compliment regarding the range of topics, but it was “that” word, “that” section of the SJ12 curriculum, which made it too controversial for the Abbotsford Board of Education. Their decision not to allow the Social Justice 12 course to be offered in Abbotsford in September 2008 was the spark that ignited the youth-organized Rally in the Valley. Conference organizers decided to address the wide range of topics covered in SJ12, including several sections dealing with homophobia. We felt it was important that full scope of socially relevant and sometimes controversial issues discussed in the course be mirrored in the conference offerings. The diversity lead to success as the mood remained upbeat and energized. Many people commented on the positive, welcoming atmosphere—youth were engaged and participating in a wide variety of topics—and adults were talking and learning in sessions lead by youth. It was an opportunity for people of all ages to learn from one another. A Langley Social Justice 12 teacher, Michael Carlyle, registered his entire class and rented a bus to bring them to the conference. Their assignment? To present what they learned in the sessions they attended to their classmates next week. A teaching strategy in action—how to open minds, expand awareness, and share that knowledge with others. Creativity and involvement seem to be a hallmark of the SJ12 teachers and of the SJ12 students. The conference provided opportunities for networking, book signings, sharing great food, animated conversations, asking and answering prickly questions, and exchanges of contact information, all facilitated by the smorgasbord of offerings: Creating Cultures of Peace; Discrimination; What Language is that Anyway?; Animal Welfare, Starting a Gay/Straight Alliance; Volunteering Globally and Youth Challenge International; Genocide in the 20th Century, The Civic Mirror and more—all aimed at raising awareness and awakening our social consciousness. Always leave them wanting more and we did—more to fill their minds and just as importantly, the regional connections to find the answers when and where they needed them. Gail Chaddock-Costello, first vice-president, Langley Teachers’ Association. To view a 10-minute video about the conference, contact James Chamberlain, jchamberlain@bctf.ca. To learn more about Alex Sanchez’ books go to www.alexsanchez.com. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Touring a natural gas drilling rig with @MLA Mike Bernier, and Brian from EnCana http://t.co/AifdJ4H07b" @Teresa_Wat - 06:01pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/AdvocacyAndAction.aspx?id=5210&printPage=true,BCTF > Building and Sustaining Coalitions  	BCTF Action and Advocacy  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Advocacy and Action > Coalition Building Building and sustaining coalitions: First contact outline  Objectives To develop an understanding of the effective coalition functioning. To examine coalition processes and practice skills in finding common ground. To develop a bank of coalition building suggestions and strategies that can be applied to local association and community activism. I. Introduction A. Welcome, Introductions, Workshop Overview B. Finding Common Ground Exercise #1 II. Coalition Building Basics A. Coalition Defined/Types of Coalitions B. Value of Coalitions C. Guiding Principles D. Using a Social Barometer III. Working in a Coalition A. Shared Experiences B. Getting Started C. Tips for Successful Coalitions D. Pitfalls to Avoid IV. Coalitions Processes A. “Where do You Stand” Exercise B. Decision-Making in Coalitions C. Equalizing Access and Participation V. Conclusion A. Finding Common Ground Exercise #2 B. Evaluation  )
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(20141006,globalnews.ca,http://globalnews.ca/tag/bc-teachers-strike/03/,BC Teachers Strike | News, Videos & Articles Your Region: National BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg On TV: Global National Sections National National sections Locals Local sections Watch Watch sections Search Canada Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released Sections Health Money Consumer Tech Entertainment Environment Science Lifestyle Sports Featured Canada World Politics Investigations Canada Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released Your Region National Change BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Health Money Consumer Tech Entertainment Environment Science Lifestyle Sports Jump to a Region National BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Man trying to reach Bermuda in inflatable bubble rescued by Coast Guard Schedule NowGlobal National 7:00pmEntertainment Tonight More Programs Global National The West Block 16x9 The Morning Show More Personalities Dawna Friesen Carolyn Jarvis Liza Fromer Tom Clark More News Major snowfall covers N. Manitoba Entertainment ‘Gone Girl’ wins weekend box office News Journalist with Ebola arrives at US hospital Canada Quebecor sells off Sun newspaper chain News Crowdfunded bus debuts in Toronto Entertainment Depardieu reveals past as escort, thief Canada MPs debate motion for airstrikes in Iraq Sports NBA extends television deals for 9 years Trending Maple Syrup Heist Hong Kong protests Iraq crisis Luka Magnotta Ebola outbreak enterovirus D68 Ukraine Retail Wars http://globalnews.ca/tag/bc-teachers-strike/"> News Live blog Daycare Options Wages Class Size What is E80? Class Composition Video Latest BC Teachers Strike Videos 02:08 News Hour BC Inner city teacher turns to crowdfunding for needy kids 01:59 News Hour BC Back to school, three weeks late 01:27 News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Will the school year be extended? 02:39 Noon News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: What can kids expect? 02:19 News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Results of the vote tonight 05:03 Noon News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Teachers voting today 04:12 News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Big questions remain 10:13 BC 1 BC teachers dispute: Union leader Jim Sinclair weighs in on deal 03:10 Noon News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: BCTF urged to vote yes 03:11 News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Deal details 01:44 News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Deal reaction 01:44 News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Back to school shopping 01:57 News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Finally, a tentative deal 06:59 BC 1 BC teachers dispute: Is it a good deal? 05:21 BC 1 BC teachers deal: Is the new deal affordable? 06:34 BC 1 BC teachers dispute: What will the school year look like? 15:57 News Hour BC Press conference: BCTF president Jim Iker on tentative deal 02:11 Global National BC teachers strike: Tentative deal reached, school may start Monday 15:20 News Hour BC Press conference: Premier Christy Clark and Peter Fassbender on tentative deal 06:31 BC 1 BC teachers dispute: Press conference review Latest BC Teachers Strike News Global News October 5, 2014 10:07 pm Coquitlam teachers fighting over pay Lori Leonard thought the protests were behind her, but the Coquitlam teacher is dusting off her picket sign once again. Continue reading → BC 1 September 27, 2014 2:02 pm Cheques for school strike money to be mailed in late October Cheques for the $40 a day promised to parents of children aged 12 and under during the education dispute will be mailed out in late October. Continue reading →   What is this? Branded content is written by or on behalf of our sponsor and not by Global News' editorial staff. If you'd like to learn more... What is this ? X What is this? Branded content is written by or on behalf of our sponsor and not by Global News' editorial staff. If you'd like to learn more... More stories below Global News September 24, 2014 1:34 am Children at Silverdale Elementary return to class in middle of construction site Students at Silverdale Elementary, a small school in Mission, have started off their year on a construction site. Continue reading → BC 1 September 22, 2014 7:50 pm Elementary school teacher sets up crowdfunding page for classroom supplies For teachers, going back to school also comes at a cost. Continue reading → BC 1 September 22, 2014 8:10 am BC teachers’ strike: Will the school year be extended? Public school students will be back in classrooms across B.C. on Monday amid lingering questions about how the education dispute will affect the school year. Continue reading → BC 1 September 20, 2014 1:36 pm B.C. students getting ready to go back to school on Monday Shoppers are expected to be out in droves this weekend across B.C., stocking up on school supplies. Continue reading →   What is this? Branded content is written by or on behalf of our sponsor and not by Global News' editorial staff. If you'd like to learn more... What is this ? X What is this? Branded content is written by or on behalf of our sponsor and not by Global News' editorial staff. If you'd like to learn more... BC 1 September 17, 2014 7:23 pm B.C. teachers ponder tentative deal ahead of vote The initial euphoria of getting a negotiated deal in the bitter B.C. teachers’ strike has worn off and now more than 40,000 union members are tallying their wins and losses before voting on the contract. Continue reading → BC 1 September 17, 2014 2:00 pm Questions about Pro-D Days in B.C. as tentative deal reached in dispute But for school districts that have Pro-D Days scheduled for Monday, many are wondering if those will be rescheduled or cancelled so the kids and teachers can get back in the classroom as soon as possible. Continue reading → More stories below BC 1 September 17, 2014 8:30 am Teachers to vote on tentative deal on Thursday: the details Here is what is known about the tentative six-year deal between the BCTF and government that teachers will vote on this Thursday Continue reading → Global News September 16, 2014 10:49 pm Full text of communication to teachers from the BCTF Read the full text of the e-mail that the BCTF sent to B.C. teachers today after the announcement of a tentative deal. Continue reading → Load More Popular Now Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released 20224 How does Ebola spread? 5 things you need to know 18659 Accused Madeleine McCann Twitter troll found dead 9985 Ebola: 5 reasons why an outbreak is highly unlikely in Canada 7298 UPDATE: What’s the best, cheapest Canadian cellphone plan out there? 5891 Featured Content Canada Ebola: 5 reasons why an outbreak is highly unlikely in Canada What are the chances of an Ebola outbreak taking off in Canada? It isn’t likely, according to experts. And here are a number of reasons why. Continue reading → Environment Are we in the midst of a mass extinction? There have been 5 mass extinctions — the loss of 75 per cent or more of the world’s species — in Earth’s history. Scientists now believe that we are at the early stages of the sixth. Continue reading → Health Lab-grown penises may soon be ‘ready for testing’ on humans Researchers in North Carolina say penises grown in laboratories could “soon be ready for human testing,” offering hope for men who have had traumatic injuries or penile cancer. Continue reading → Canada Meet Rachel Parent — the teen fighting for GMO labelling in Canada Rachel Parent is a 15-year-old activist. Her goal: mandatory labelling in Canada of all genetically modified organisms, or GMOs that are found as ingredients in food. Continue reading → Canada Abandoned puppies on the mend Twenty hungry, cold and flea-infested puppies found in a Saskatchewan field are now being nursed back to health at Battleford’s Humane Society. Continue reading → Science Everything you need to know about Wednesday’s lunar eclipse On Oct. 8, Canada will be treated to its second lunar eclipse of the year. Find out what you can expect. Continue reading → Canada Can homegrown food win the climate change war? Wondering what’s the single most effective way to combat climate change? Plant a garden. Continue reading → Canada 16×9: An investigation into illegal lumber Timber thieves are stealing wood from the Russian Far East, processing it in China and then shipping it to North America, a 16×9 investigation has found. Continue reading → Highlights Hounds of Parliament: As commuting cyclist and budget watchdog, Frechette must make his presence known Frechette draws a line distinguishing his personality as a cyclist and as the parliamentary budget officer. But surely there’s a parallel between the assertive man he is on a bike and in the role of PBO? Continue reading → Email alerts Sign up for FREE daily Globalnews.ca newsletters and breaking news alerts Email Address National Daily News National Breaking News By clicking on the submit button, I have read, understood and agreed to our privacy policy Twitter Follow globalnews 9 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews UPDATED: Nurse in Spain is 1st #Ebola infection outside West Africa glbn.ca/ClOKv 35 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews USA Swimming suspends #MichaelPhelps for 6 months glbn.ca/ClLU9 pic.twitter.com/nqC3dQ3NhL 35 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews Hillary Clinton: military action against ISIS “critical” and “essential” globalnews.ca/news/1600343/w… #cdnpoli Jump to a Region BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Connect Facebook Twitter Google+ RSS Contact Us Global News About Us Privacy Policy Principles & Practices Terms & Conditions Copyright Shaw Media Advertise Open Data © Shaw Media Inc., 2014. All rights reserved. Follow Follow “Global News” Get every new post delivered to your Inbox. Join 3,820 other followers Powered by WordPress.com Shaw Connect Expand News Entertainment Entertainment Home Celebs Movies TV Music Living Lifestyle Food Home & Living Sports Money Tech Travel Breaktime Autos Watch TV Online All Sites Global Global News Food Network HGTV History Television Showcase Slice DTOUR ET Canada National Geographic Movietime Lifetime H2 DIY Action NG Wild Mystery IFC BBC Deja Vu Twist)
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(20141007,www.huffingtonpost.com,http://www.huffingtonpost.com/feeds/verticals/italy/news.xml,�      m��R�0D{�p�. s� 6��$�B�":#�H�Ǻ��ﱝ�rw����C���_M-�|�����#���o ����Nn ��R�8����{��6[q�ndECC4�� �+�ߝ��������{� �]�q��3Y�E#�@�K��g�q����O?ܥ��,=CKd3�h`1!�g&H4f�C� �`�D�Y령zy���I�)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "Gr8 event honoring Taiwan ROC w many friends @douglasbing @marvinhunt4bc @KerryLynneFindl @mhlchiu26 @prairiechinois http://t.co/85TUCQsbrI" @John_Yap - 05:40pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=17606,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 5, March 2009  Teach in the USA By Sharon Parker “Teach in the USA” read the ad in Teacher newsmagazine. Don’t ask me why but after a 30-year career in the BC education system as a teacher and administrator, I thought that teaching in the USA would be a viable alternative to retirement. How wrong I turned out to be. With my early retirement cheque in the bank I answered the ad. I was ripe for adventure. I had investigated exchange teaching and attended the BCTF seminars. Excellent preparation. But I had no teaching position to exchange—I was retired. So there I was, at a seminar in Vancouver hosted by Visiting International Faculty, the recruiters who had placed the ad. The information I got was addictive. I filled out the application forms, got my fingerprints done, submitted sample lesson plans, and returned months later for an interview. What was compelling me to submit to this torture at the end of a successful career? Adrenalin flowed when I heard about warm winters, small classes, and my highly desirable credential…special ed. I accepted a position, teaching a special class of 10 students with a mixture of learning disabilities. So it was with enthusiasm and ignorance that my husband and I traveled across America, almost as far as we could go. We had a ¾ ton truck, towing a 31 foot rv. What were we thinking? We were going to South Carolina to Cross Elementary School near Charleston. Where? Honestly, I had to get a map. Think Florida, go north for two states, ah…on the Atlantic Coast. There it was! And what an adventure we had! My husband is a retired English teacher so he was the perfect support. And support I did need. I had no idea the amount of work I would need to do to adequately teach my students. The school is rural, 500 students, 90% African-American and 90% poor. My students would write the high-stakes tests that American students complete each spring. The school is well equipped by BC standards. Each class has a Smartboard, tv, video, lots of books and supplies. All my colleagues are certified, most with masters degrees and many with doctorates. So what’s wrong with this picture? Let me describe my typical day. School starts with breakfast in the classroom at 7:00 a.m., so I have to be up by 5:30 a.m. and on the road by 6:20 a.m. After breakfast our instructional day begins and we go through to 11:00 a.m., then I eat lunch with my students in the cafeteria. After lunch the paraprofessional attached to my class takes them for recess and I have an hour for teacher preparation, meetings, and individual lessons to students. Then the students return until dismissal time at 2:00 p.m. Compare a 5-hour instructional day to a 6.5-hour instructional day, five days a week. The students in our school work very hard for all those hours, then they are expected to complete homework at home every night. So though I may pass for an industrious educator, let me assure you that my students are even more hardworking and put in longer hours. And the rewards of this venture have me spouting superlatives. Retired superlatives. I was surprised that the salaries in some states are not even close to BC salaries. So it wasn’t money that was fab. Let me tell you. My students come to school every day, homework completed, prepared to work. Their parents value education as their child’s ticket to a better life. If I phone parents with a concern I can bet on the response. “Thank you for calling, teacher. We’ll make this right (whatever the concern) or I’ll come down to the school house, and I’ll deal with my kid.” Of course, there’s one exception in every class. …but it’s only one, not ten. When I discipline a student the administrators support me. Our school subscribes to a positive behaviour model of discipline. Our school usually does well in our state’s high-stakes tests, but we have our struggles. I am returning to BC this summer because of visa restrictions. I am returning contented. I worked hard for six years and leave behind a great school and staff. My commitment to the school and US education has earned me a soft cushion on the couch. I don’t have to cook…my husband cooks great meals. Hey, he golfs everyday. They swap recipes out there, don’t they? We toured the southern US and visited New York, Philadelphia, Atlanta, Miami ,and Chicago. We learned about Afro-American culture in the Deep South. We met hundreds of international teachers from around the world through Visiting International Faculty. We slipped out of our comfort zone and did have an adventure. I recall that ad again—Teach in the USA. The latest copy of Teacher had another one—Teach in China… Sharon Parker is returning from six years as a special education teacher in South Carolina. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=29339,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > March 2013 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 25, Number 5, March 2013   Factor 90 or 65 years of age? Don’t wait You can save the long-term fee (approximately 1.2%) from the date you reach age 64 or “Factor 88.” Members are no longer entitled to long-term benefits under the Salary Indemnity Plan once they hit “Factor 90” (age plus cumulative service) or age 65. The BCTF does not have access to your personal pension information, so it is up to you to apply to withdraw from LTD. How and when to apply   A member who has attained age 64, or has reached “Factor 88,” or is in receipt of a retirement pension under a registered pension plan, may voluntarily withdraw from the long-term portion of the Salary Indemnity Plan. In making application for withdrawal, you should ensure that in the event of serious illness or accident you have sufficient accumulated sick leave, which, when combined with 120 days of benefit from SIP short-term, will protect your salary to the end of the month in which you reach “Factor 90” or the end of the month you attain age 65, whichever comes first. To get an application, go to: http://tinyurl.com/7qrrnxx or call the BCTF Income Security Division at 604-871-1921. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11116,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2002 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 14, Number 5, March 2002 Partner reactions BCSSA The B.C. School Superintendents’ Association is relieved that a collective agreement is now in place. "The association strongly supports the decision to review the collective bargaining structure. We are in agreement that in the educational sector, this process is flawed and not functional," (BCSSA President Don Goodridge) "We also wish to make it perfectly clear that the BCSSA values, honours, and respects the commitment and dedication professional educators make to their students, schools, and communities. "As well, we welcome the opportunity for autonomy and flexibility in public education decision-making. Rigid class-size limits and formulas designating the types and numbers of specialist teachers force decisions that are not always in the best interest of students. "It is now our responsibility to work with our communities to ensure that this increased flexibility improves the quality of education." – January 28, 2002 BCSTA B.C. school boards welcome the return of local autonomy and management flexibility resulting from today’s legislated settlement of the teachers’ contract. "While we would have certainly preferred an agreement settled at the negotiating table, this legislation does the public a service by recognizing that locally elected school boards, not unions, are legally accountable for the use of public money to improve student achievement in our schools." (BCSTA President Gordon Comeau) "This legislation is an important step to enable school boards to spend the public’s money in ways judged locally to be the best for students and schools. How schools are managed should not and cannot be dictated by union contracts. At election time, the voters will judge how well school boards do their job." British Columbia is a large and diverse province. Since the last teachers’ contract, drawn up by the union with government and imposed by legislation three years ago, school boards have pointed out that rigid class-size limits and formulas designating the types and numbers of specialist teachers force staffing decisions that are not always in the best interest of students. Students do not arrive at schools in convenient batches of 25 with statistically balanced needs. The solutions have included long commutes for some students, split classes for others, and no ability to adjust teacher resources to meet student needs. "School boards have been characterized as being opposed to small class sizes and specialist support for students. Nothing could be further from the truth," Comeau said. "The issue is not whether we want these things, but how we accomplish them at the local level. "While it comes as no surprise that the provincial union continues to be opposed to school boards having autonomy and flexibility, I have faith that school board trustees and employees will continue their work, as always, with a spirit of co-operation and with commitment to B.C.’s students." – January 25, 2002 BCPVPA "The legislation definitely focuses on the needs of children. I think that most teachers after a period of time, will realize it’s not bad legislation. I think a good learning environment will come back, but the next weeks, months will be challenging." (BCPVPA President Stu Dale) –January 27, 2002 "Stu Dale has long lamented that his members are handcuffed by collective agreements, he said that the changes would allow schools to better meet district needs, beginning in the next school year." (Vancouver Sun) – January 26, 2002 BCCPAC "For parents this a great relief that...job action might be over and schools can get back to the business of education. I welcome the plan for increased flexibility, parents have opposed rigid class size limits in the contract." (BCCPAC President, Reggi Balabanov) – Vancouver Sun, Jan. 26, 2002 "However Reggi Balabanov, said BCCPAC believes the class size elements in the legislation make common sense and address parents’concerns that there wasn’t enough flexbility in previous class size limits for primary grades. This looks like kids will be the most important thing in each decision. We’re happy to have more flexibility." – Times Colonist, Jan. 26, 2002 – Mike Lombardi Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=26859,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > April 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 6, April 2012   Dear CHEKpoint  By Greg Murray   I just viewed your intermittent newscast of Susan Lambert’s press conference, after the BCTF Annual General Meeting, and I feel compelled to send an e-mail. With 35 years of teaching experience, having been an administrator and receiving the Prime Minister’s Award for teaching, I am considered as one of the best teachers in Canada (so I am told). With this experience comes a certain skill in recognizing learning needs in students. Having an honours degree in psychology has also been a tremendous benefit when dealing with the huge emotional demands being made by the students I teach. Every day I face a group of kids who are hungry (our school feeds 120 kids and parents every morning with our breakfast program), inappropriately dressed for the weather (no coats or water resistant shoes), lack of sleep (I have had kids go to the medical room and sleep because they were falling asleep in class), and who come with no supplies and homework incomplete because there is little support at home. There are also four (identified) children in my class with severe behaviour problems and several I am trying to get identified. This year, we have a part-time counsellor at our school who has been fully booked since day one in September and has a demanding need to service more kids but does not have the time. We are trying to get an additional counsellor. Good luck with that. Our local medical group VIHA (Vancouver Island Health Authority) states that “one in three” kids on the North Island have been molested by the time they get to Grade 5. Our local liquor store has the highest per capita liquor sales in the province of British Columbia. I no longer send homework home but deal with it at the school, at recess and lunch times, because the kids want to complete the work but can’t because difficulties exist between the school and home. At the present time, I have one special education worker who is assigned to my room, but not to one of the kids with special needs. You see, in our educational system, the kids with special needs generate some special needs funding but that funding does not necessarily go to the student who generated the funds. It can be arbitrarily designated to any student who the “managers” feel needs the help. I have had to deal with students with severe behaviour problems throughout my career as a teacher, who have been designated but have had no assistance in the classroom. As school begins each year, I have to line up with the other teachers and fight to get some assistance for the needs in my classroom. Sometimes I am successful, other times I have to deal with it on my own. Fortunately, as my experience grows and my psychology background provides additional skills, I have been able to deal with many of these kids to some degree of success. The problem here is that new teachers, fresh from university, do not possess the skills that are necessary to survive in the classroom today. Many of them do not survive. They quit within the first five years and seek alternate employment. Each year that I teach, I become more tired of having to fight for the kids that I teach. I am tired of asking for funding. I am tired of asking for supplies. I am tired of providing my own funds (over $1,000 last year alone) to support the needs of my classroom and give the kids a positive and meaningful learning experience. Even faced with these problems, I love my job. How many people in our world really enjoy going to work each day? When I face those kids every morning, they know that I am there for them. I see many of them more than their parents do. During our recent job action, I have seen more parents than I would normally see at the school. Lack of report cards has meant that the parents need to contact the teacher and find out how their kids are doing. I have the marks ready and have shared them with all who wanted to know. Our job action means no formal report cards. It never meant that we would not share results with the parents who wanted to know how their kids were doing. I have lost all confidence in our government “leaders.” I put “leaders” in parentheses because they are not leading. There is no honour in what they are doing. A contract is a document that is agreed upon by the parties concerned, is signed, and forms a framework from which to work. The present government has, literally, ripped portions of our contract out and has stated that it is now “the law” and that we must follow it. The BCTF fought this, in Supreme Court, and won the argument. The government was given a timeline to replace it but has thumbed its nose at the courts and inserted the same clause into Bill 22. This infuriates teachers, who are law-abiding citizens, but cannot abide a heavy-handed government who then says “it is a fair and equitable bill.” Does the general public not see what is happening here? The huge cuts to education over the last 10 years have resulted in a system that is just holding together. The teachers are trying their hardest to make it work but the government is now pointing the finger at the teachers as being responsible for the “learning deficits” and the lack of “technological expertise.” The government has an agenda that is aimed at privatizing the public schools. Wait. Before you negate this idea just listen. It has happened in the States. Look at the five Eastern States (starting with Florida) where the same votes and legislation were enacted. Charter schools (private schools run by a corporation) have actually “cohabitated” with public schools in the same building. The problem with charter schools is that they can ask problem kids to leave. The kids who leave go back to the public school system. Charter schools then look pretty good. I fully believe that this is the government’s plan. This is not far-fetched. It is happening in Wisconsin, New York, and other areas. Please check it out. After 35 years, I can retire tomorrow. I am waiting, however, until this fight is over. I am waiting until my profession can, once again, hold its head high. Never before has this profession faced such a diabolical plan. Never before has this profession been put, with its back against a wall, and had to face such an adversary. The government does NOT have the kids at its heart. The government is business-based and has only the money at heart. (I wish I had shares in the smart board company.) The slick ads that they are now airing (I wonder where that money came from?) talk about an education plan. It puts a spin on those greedy teachers who want more money. It is just spin. If this government had offered the teachers a zero increase and no contract stripping for a period of several years, the teachers would have, probably, gone for it. The offer was never made. The offer was never entertained. The offer was never real. This is not their plan. This government is dishonourable and deceitful. Why should we negotiate with a government that cannot be trusted?  Greg Murray, Eagle View Elementary School, Port Hardy    Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=20648,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > March 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 5, March 2010  Your teacher’s pension after the consultation By Rob Taylor The BCTF pension consultation meetings wrapped up when the online survey closed at midnight on Friday, December 4, 2009. Pension committee members and BCTF staff led meetings with pension plan members in every local in the province to discuss the Inflation Adjustment Account (IAA) and the ability to index pensions into the future. Seventy-nine meetings were held with over 5,000 teachers, principals, district administrators, and retirees attending. The meetings provided presenters with a great deal of feedback. The online survey had a total of 8,207 respondents with representation from all members of the plan and all local associations. 55% of the respondents were active teachers and 45% were retirees. Not surprisingly, perhaps, the two-thirds of active teachers responding were over 45 years of age and one-third of active teachers were under 45. This is likely due to the teachers’ distance from retirement age. As one respondent stated, “Your pension suddenly becomes much more important to you when you’re about to retire!” The survey results took two forms, quantitative and qualitative data. The quantitative data (the numbers) showed strong support for maintaining full indexing, with 88% of the respondents expressing that desire. They also indicated strongly (75.6%) that they were willing to match employer contributions with contributions of their own in order to achieve full indexing. Given other indexing options, if full indexing was not achievable, teachers were in favour of sustainable but limited indexing. If there were to be changes to the way that pensions are currently indexed, those surveyed gave a higher degree of approval (60.7%) to sustainable indexing and somewhat less (50.2%) to indexing beginning at age 60. There was very little desire to limit indexing to avoid a contribution increase. Teachers were clear that they are willing to contribute more to provide stability in spending power. Survey respondents showed strong support (67%) for maintaining the subsidy currently provided for the extended health benefit, if possible. But, also indicated support for a combination of sustainable indexing, no subsidy for benefits, and slight increase in contributions. The qualitative data (written comments) represented a significant amount of information, with comments filling over 300 pages of text. As well, the BCTF received over 100 letters and more than 300 e-mails expressing concerns and opinions. The research department team coded the written comments and found that they expressed strong emotions, as well as some fear and apprehension about the situation. Many respondents reflected on previous strikes and actions which took place to preserve or improve pensions for the benefit of all members. They expressed the hope that active teachers would not “abandon their retired colleagues,” but continue to work to maintain a financially sound pension plan. Others expressed fear of slipping into poverty or being unable to access healthcare. The general tone from retirees was one of anxiety. The anxiety is caused by future uncertainty. Many respondents expressed their thanks for being included in the process. The BCTF Executive Committee will be bringing forward recommendations to the BCTF Annual General Meeting in March. These recommendations are meant to give the Trustees of the Teachers’ Pension Plan feedback with regard to inflation protection, so that the decisions they make are tempered by that information. The Executive Committee recommendations will come out in a supplementary report to the Annual General Meeting immediately following their February meeting. – Rob Taylor, BCTF Income Security Division Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8884&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, Number 3, January/February 2004 Readers write Retired teachers names missed The following names were inadvertently left off our listing of retired teachers printed in the Nov./Dec. 2003 issue of Teacher: Peter Andres, Fraser Cascade Ken Harshenin, Boundary   Teaching about elections Are you interested in improving interest in elections, increasing media literacy, student awareness of election issues and the policies of political parties? Get involved in constructing a survey where students compare their"vote" with their knowledge of party policy. The project will be particularly relevant should a federal election be called this spring. We are looking for interested teachers from throughout B.C. Contact Don Sparks, kyfekyfe@yahoo.com. You also may be interested in Kids Voting Canada, an initiative that aims to nurture our students to become citizens and renew the public spirit of democracy. The Student Vote program series incorporates the operation of parallel student elections during the official election periods, empowering students to "practise" their citizenship. Visit the web site www.kidsvotingcanada.com Don Sparks Langley   No per diem for pioneers During my teaching career in the 1950s and the early 1960s, I was privileged to serve on many Department of Education committees. Later, when I was a BCTF employee, the privilege continued but always without honorarium. To serve, to try to give, seemed to be an honest personal commitment, though I recognized that many teachers felt that a modest honorarium of recognition would be appropriate and personally appreciated. No one in those innocent and pioneer days imagined that the newly and politically appointed members of the Clark College of Teachers (formerly known as the majority elected B.C. College of Teachers) would instantly rush to Whistler and in secret, vote themselves what has to be a reprehensible honorarium of $250 per day for working to destroy the current structure. This is about denying teachers control over their own college and "double dipping" into the public purse! Need I say more? John Church Vancouver   Congratulations We regularly receive your delightful newsmagazine. The informative and entertaining content is a terrific resource for teachers and others, like our environmental education group. We commend your continuing efforts to keep social justice and citizenship skills in the forefront of education issues. Please accept our congratulations on winning the Canadian Educational Press Association’s Gold Leaf Awards. We applaud the Teacher newsmagazine staff on your significant achievement in receiving such a tribute from education communicators. We wish you continued success in the future. Cheryl Ziola President, FORED BC   Coming out at school discussion GALE BC (Gay and Lesbian Educators of B.C.) are hosting an open meeting on February 20, 2004, in the Marpole area of Vancouver. The evening is open to any BCTF members, student teachers, and any other interested educators. Come and share your experiences in a lively discussion. We will provide some light refreshments and appetizers. For details on the venue, call James Chamberlain (604-873-2303) or Steve LeBel (604-688-0924). Steve LeBel Vancouver   Thank you As previous staff rep for many years and as a concerned member, I thank all of my colleagues who signed the yellow card in my district and have paid their $90 this week to the BCTF Democratic College Fund. Our solidarity is what will maintain our determination and keep us strong against all those who would break us down and destroy our pride and professionalism. I am proud to be a teacher with those of you who understand the function of a union (with all its imperfections) and the importance of democracy during these troubling times. Thank you to each and every one of you for your support. Jody Krehel Surrey)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=20172&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 3, November/December 2009  It’s for the kids By Joanna Krop “Teaching is becoming expensive for teachers when there’s no budget” read my Facebook friend’s wall post. He was buying an adaptor cable to show YouTube clips from his I-pod on a TV. I thought that’s great—it’s cheaper than DVDs and you have it for your own use too. But then someone posted that they were contemplating buying a video projector because the school couldn’t afford one. Since I like to have money to do things, such as pay my bills, I flung myself into this debate. I posted: “I'd never spend so much for school unless I was being directly compensated. It’s time districts/ ministries started valuing the work we do rather than assume we are going to make up for the inadequacies of a system that undervalues its teachers not to mention students.” People online didn’t like that. To paraphrase the next five posts: We shouldn’t need to pay out-of-pocket but we do it because it’s good for the kids. If you don’t get what you think is needed, students suffer because you can’t do the best possible job. Unfortunately, it’s part of the job, but teachers who spend on their classroom take pride in having quality materials for students. I doubt you’d find a doctor bringing in her own personal supply of gauze, disinfectant, and syringes for a shift in the emergency ward, in addition to the defibrillator she bought yesterday because the hospital didn’t have enough. How is it any less ridiculous when teachers do it? It’s for the kids. I’ve said it before. I’m sure you have too. We’re not heartless—we’re teachers! But before we wax sentimental about why we went into teaching, let’s ask a critical question. When we say—it’s for the kids—which kids are we talking about? Is it the kids of the teacher who has the economic and social positioning to be able to essentially donate money for the students? What about the kids of the teacher who can’t? Are we saying that such a teacher doesn’t take pride in having quality materials for their students? That the students should settle for an inadequately funded classroom? Even if teachers can afford it—should they? While we are fortunate to have autonomy in our classrooms they are not “our” classrooms. The classroom and teacher are embedded within a larger system tied to social, political, and economic realities. That system has a mandate—to educate the future of the province. It is not like donating your time or money to a non-profit that does good works with kids. The ministry is not a charity. When we take it upon ourselves to make up for the inadequacies of the system, we enable it to get away with not fulfilling its mandate. Back in the Facebook debate I posted again: “I'm all for what's good for the kids so long as it’s not to the detriment of the teacher. Principled political action through your union, your vote, or letters to your MLA is, to me, preferable to taking this on with your wallet.” The refrain, “It’s for the kids,” needs to expand beyond the limited scope of the 30 kids in our class to the thousands of kids in our districts and the collection of districts across the province. The responsibility of funding education rests with the province, not with the teacher. If anything should be “for the kids,” it’s a strong, well-funded education. They deserve it. Joanna Krop, Queensborough Middle School, New Westminster.)
(20141007,www.huffingtonpost.ca,http://www.huffingtonpost.ca/news/bc-teachers-strike-2014/platform/plugins/recommendations_bar/visible,�      mO=o�0��.;��*�CU#%-:U��*��}���$k�{_���C��o������#k�^��=K3�CݾTmuWvyP�"��$�B9D@�&�E�N�k�i��t�p73��p����لϢU��/&�L�����%SǗT�� ��jGm������k���e�Ї,�׿��� �I�載�r�6��ޙ�g��� ?��p�AwB*b9H�s�� ���6>�<�sY7)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2011_08_01_archive.html,Staffroom Confidential: August 2011 Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Wednesday, August 31, 2011 $$$ for senior bureaucrats, but not a penny for public education The news today about the salaries, bonuses and severance packages for senior BC government bureaucrats was a slap in the face for British Colombians faced with higher taxes, higher ferry fares, higher Hydro bills and lower wages. While the government has steadfastly insisted that public sector workers who are not in management must take a zero salary increase for two years, apparently this did not apply to senior levels in government. David Hahn, CEO of BC Ferries, earned over $1 million this year with a sizable bonus. While BC residents spent more than ever on ferry fares, he suffered no "austerity". The CEO of Powerex earned over $1 million, including a $540,000 bonus. As reported in today's Times Colonist by Les Layne: "Regular readers will recognize Kevin Mahoney from rants in this space back in 2008. He was the CEO of B.C. Rail who continued to make $500,000 a year even after the railway was reduced to just a spur line and the number of employees cut to about 30. The corporation didn't meet any of its targets in selling its industrial real estate portfolio, but Mahoney still managed to collect six-figure bonuses. He made his last appearance on the earners list this year, clocking in at $500,000, but only because of a $392,000 severance payout that came after the top-heavy remnants of B.C. Rail were finally wound down in 2010." (Read more: http://www.timescolonist.com/business/Leyne+Where+find+government+earners/5332626/story.html#ixzz1Wd3vrFWI) The same day, Minister of Education George Abbott tells the media: "There is nothing in our world that will take us away from a net zero mandate". What Abbott isn't saying is that the mandate only really applies to *some* public sector workers - notably those who do NOT earn six figure salaries to start with. The "net zero" has nothing to do with our economy or fiscal situation. It has everything to do with priorities. This government wants ordinary working people to pay more and more and more. Our version of BC Liberal austerity came in the form of the $6 training wage, increases to fees for public services like the ferries, no wage increases for public sector workers, and of course the HST. But those on the high end, in the top 5% of income earners in this province, have been showered with bonuses. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 10:49 AM 1 comment: Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest Tuesday, August 30, 2011 Highest funding ever? Then why the "net zero" mandate? Highest funding ever? Another misleading communique from the BC Liberals - "Education by the Numbers" - was released just in time for school start up. The "numbers" attempt to show how terrific the funding has been for BC schools under the Liberal government. Hopefully, this propaganda will go just as far as the HST ads. You only need to walk into any school Board and ask a Trustee if funding is indeed "the highest ever" to get a realist answer (have a look at Richmond School Board's "Advocacy" page for some examples of funding letters from Boards to the Ministry: http://www.sd38.bc.ca/district/board/advocacy%20letters) The Liberals use raw numbers (no inflation adjustment) for per pupil funding to make their claim - a mistake in itself as it fails to address inflation and increased costs (like the HST!) and deals with only one piece of education funding (per pupil amounts). This would be like describing taxes based only on income tax and not including sales tax, wealth tax, corporate tax, and so on. Education funding has many components of which per pupil funding is only one. Moreover, the so called "highest ever" is even more misleading because in 2002, a significant increase in per pupil funding was accompanied by dramatically decreased and in many cases eliminated targeted funding for students with special needs. The total amount "added" to per pupil funding was offset by the elimination of targeted funding. When you look at the overall education budget, the claim of "highest funding ever" is simply not true. That per pupil number is now going not just to the costs of educating that one student, but also for the educational assistants, the learning assistant teachers, the support for learning disabled children, and so on. In actuality, a smaller amount is now left over for the basic per pupil costs than we have seen in two decades. Moreover, special education, which no longer receives targeted funding, has been devastated under this scheme. It is typical for an autistic child to have support from an educational assistant for only half of their school day. Yet their autism is there 24/7. A typical middle school child in Victoria who requires learning assistance gets an unbelievable 18 minutes per week. No wonder parents are using private services after school hours in droves. The public system is no longer providing what their children need. In 2001, education funding as a percentage of our budget expenditures was over 19%. Today it is 15%. This is a fair measure of the value this government has placed on public education - a decrease in funding by one quarter. It compares apples to apples - total funding in real dollars (e.g. inflation accounted for). Another fair number is the percent of GDP (Gross Domestic Product, or our total generated wealth) - from 3.7% of GDP to 3.2% of GDP. Then why the "net zero"? The funding claim was no surprise - we have heard it all before. But I was taken aback that they chose this moment in time to "re-release" the mis-leading data. After all, all we hear at the bargaining table and in the media is the "mandate" and the government's need to lower "costs". So,... Highest funding ever but 12,000 oversize classes and growing every year? Highest funding ever but they cannot restore $275 million for class size/composition? Highest funding ever but teacher salaries drop to 8th from 3rd in Canada? Highest funding ever but a "net zero" mandate? Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 12:43 PM 5 comments: Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest Monday, August 29, 2011 Arbitrator rules on local bargaining allowed for BC teachers An arbitrator has answered five questions in relation to what and how BC teachers can bargain at the local and provincial levels under the Public Education Labour Relations Act (PELRA). BC teachers are seeking to place more items at the local tables, where local teachers' associations can meet with school Trustees to seek solutions that make sense for their districts. Local bargaining has been resisted at levels by the BC government, the employers association (BCPSEA) and many local school Boards. The ruling puts to rest the notion, claimed by BCPSEA, that any item with any "cost" attached cannot be negotiated locally. This would include practically everything, as many items may have minor or nominal costs. The ruling instead says that the only items that MUST be provincial are those with a cost and that are part of the four items specifically listed in the legislation - salaries, paid leaves, hours of work and benefits. All other items, even if there is a cost attached, could be negotiated locally if the parties so decide. Hopefully this ruling will open the door to more fruitful discussions at the provincial table about changing the split of local/provincial issues. This has been one of the roadblocks to reaching an agreement. It has also prevented meaningful discussions at local tables. In Victoria, as just one example, the local Board has refused to discuss some issues currently designated as "local" because they have claimed there might be some small cost associated with them. The ruling should cause Boards to reevaluate this position and meet with local teacher associations in good faith to reach agreement on the many local issues that have not been discussed in over 18 years. The arbitrator's decision is available here: http://www.vancouversun.com/pdf/decision_jackson.pdf Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 10:26 AM No comments: Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest Friday, August 26, 2011 New school year, another 12,000 overcrowded classes As we get ready to return to school, much attention has been focused on the "teach only" campaign of BC teachers. But as far as students are concerned, more significant will be the more than 12,000 oversize classes that we can expect, give the government's refusal to reinstate $275 million in lost funding. This funding was cut in 2002 when the BC government stripped teacher collective agreements of limitations on class sizes and class composition (the number of students in each class with special needs designations). (See class size data here: http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/reporting/) Even after the teachers strike in 2005 and the introduction of some limitations in the School Act, the government has failed to meet it's own stated limits. Year after year, since 2005, the number of classes exceeding the School Act limits has grown. Last year it was over 12,000 across BC. This means there are 12,000 classes with either more than 30 students or with more than 3 students who require an Individual Education Plan (or both). Talk to any teacher who has been assigned an overcrowded class and you will begin to understand the impact on student learning. Here is the composition of just one Victoria class that was outside the limits a few years ago: "My class of 29 students included: Five children with standard IEP’s (Individual Education Plans). Two children had LD (learning disability) designations. One student had a PDD-NOS (pervasive development disorder - not otherwise specified) designation including neuro-developmental difficulties and immaturities, MID (mild intellectual disability), autistic type behaviours and had had an IBI (intensive behaviour intervention) designation in the past. Another student had been diagnosed with PDCH (physical disability/chronic health), Aspergers, Pervasive Developmental Disorder. The fifth designated child had autism, Tourettes, Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder and LD. Four additional students had “In-school” IEP’s. These included one student who was two years below grade level, was on a modified program for language arts and mathematics and was waitlisted for an Ed-Psych assessment. Another student had been referred for an Ed-Psych assessment and was barely functioning in the class. He was living in a foster home and was seriously “at risk”. A third student “minimally met” in all areas of the curriculum, was easily distracted and had difficulty beginning and completing tasks. The fourth student had received occupational therapy and instruction from the Learning Disabilities Association and was dysgraphic. This same student was diagnosed with autism the following year. An additional two students had serious emotional concerns." This teacher was rightly concerned about his ability to meet every student's learning needs. There are only so many hours in the day and one teacher simply cannot meet such diverse needs effectively in the time available. When teachers begin their "teach only" action, they will be spending more time with their students, and less with Administrators. More at IEP meetings, and less at staff meetings. More planning and assessing and less doing formal reports. The great tragedy this fall is that the BC government has failed to listen to teachers and restore the funding that has been stolen from our classrooms. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 10:28 AM No comments: Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest Tuesday, August 23, 2011 Teacher bargaining resumes at provincial table Bargaining resumed today between the BCTF bargaining team and BCPSEA (the bargaining agent for the provincial government and school boards). Both sides have indicated a wish to reach a settlement before the start of school. But the so-called "net zero" mandate and major concessions tabled by BCPSEA are a formidable stumbling block. The BCTF team has repeatedly indicated that BCPSEA needs a revised mandate to enable negotiations to move forward. Three major issues are outstanding for teachers this fall: salary & benefits, class size and composition and local bargaining. Class size & Composition After a successful court decision that determined the elimination of bargaining over class sizes and class composition was unconstitutional, teachers are shocked that there will be no improvement in classroom conditions this year and that the government is still refusing to meet it's previous class size commitments even though the law will officially change as of April 14, 2012 - mid school year. The government took $275 million from classrooms in 2002 and students and teachers are paying the price with overcrowded classrooms and a desperate lack of specialty teachers and services for students with special needs. Salary & Benefits BC teachers are now the lowest paid in western Canada. This was the conclusion of an arbitrated settlement to the Saskatchewan teachers dispute. That independent arbitrator has suggested both cost of living and market adjustments for Saskatchewan teachers to bring up to the western Canadian average. BC teachers are asking for wage parity with Alberta and Ontario, where cost of living and housing prices more closely resemble those of many BC teachers. BCPSEA has offered no wage increases. It proposes two years of "zero" salary increases. At current levels of inflation, this would result in lower purchasing ability and put BC teachers even further behind nationally. BC teachers were 8th among all provinces and territories in 2011 and will fall lower in rank as of this September. Local bargaining Teachers want to engage in more joint decisions with locally elected school boards. Local issues are best resolved when local teacher associations meet directly with locally elected Trustees. A "one size fits all" contract simply does not make sense to ensure Districts and schools can provide educational services that make sense for their communities and their students. It is ironic that the government program of "personalized learning" is supposed to take place within a provincial bargaining model. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 3:03 PM No comments: Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest Thursday, August 18, 2011 4 lessons from the long (hot?) summer Everyone seems to be writing top ten lists these days...so I'll try a top four... 1. Austerity is not the answer Perhaps the most ubiquitous news in the main stream media this summer surrounded the economy. This economic news is always written with assumptions that have nothing to do with the well being of most people. It typically sounds like this: Markets are dropping (or economic indicators are falling), this is unhealthy, we must all do more to ensure deficits are kept under control for the economy to return to "health". Of course "health" in the business section of most daily papers has nothing to do with earning a decent living for ordinary people, but rather profits for those with money to invest in stocks, bonds or other facets of the "market". This creates a completely biased picture of the world economy. It aims at convincing those of us with not so much to begin with that somehow we have to do some "belt tightening" to ensure that "markets" are back in shape (or said another way, to ensure that government debt is not "too high"). What is completely missing from this version of events is the fact that while the market has in fact failed to deliver to millions and millions of people, somehow it is us that should be expected to pay to fix the problems. In the US, this means "restructuring" of medicare and social security (READ reduce benefits and defer benefits until a later age). In Europe this means "austerity" in the form of massive cuts to social programs, government jobs and wages, and infrastructure. In Canada this means cuts to federal spending and further cuts to health care and education at the provincial levels - despite increasing demands/needs. The "austerity" program is completely misplaced. In fact, cutting back on government spending during a recession is a recipe for prolonging that recession. It contracts the economy, reduces the amount of dollars available for spending (by cutting wages and reducing the numbers of government workers and those receiving unemployment benefits) and thereby reduces the tax revenues available to pay off government debt. The net effect is often a reduction in revenues resulting in an INCREASE in the debt to GDP ratio (rather than the purported reduction used as a rationale for cutting). Moreover the "austerity" programs are patently unfair. They are a transfer of wealth to the rich from the poor. They are essentially a way to make the poor pay for the debt. If increased revenues are what is needed, the answer is to increase taxes on the wealthy - particularly at a time in history when the gap between the rich and poor has never been greater. There is plenty of wealth in the world...it is that wealth that should be used to bear the burden of "fixing" the economy. 2. Social problems cannot be ignored Much hay has been made of the London riots. They ought to be a wake up call. When hundreds and thousands of young people feel so despondent, and have so little invested in their local communities, we need to be looking beyond the behaviour and examining why a generation feels so alienated. It is more than simply looking at the cuts and joblessness and how these have impacted a whole layer of young people and their vision of the future - it is about the way our society has increasingly put profit before people. Commercialization, materialism, destruction of the planet. Cameron is right in one way about the "moral" issue - but it is in some sense his morals that are the problem - the morals that place the daily increase in stock market prices above the value of all citizens to a healthy and happy life. 3. We need more politics, not less The downgrading of the US triple A rating supposedly due to the "bickering" of US politicians should be a warning sign that there is growing discontent amongst the moneyed classes for democratic institutions. I found it shocking that so many commentators in the main stream press blamed legitimate and necessary democratic discussion and actions as somehow "disruptive" to "fixing" the economy. This happened not only with reference to the US debt ceiling, but also with Greece and other parts of Europe where the citizens are speaking up loudly to oppose more and more severe austerity programs. Real democracy means accepting that the citizenry have a legitimate place to contest the actions of governments. Growing awareness in Europe that government actions have more to do with "who" will pay is testing the boundaries of liberal democracies. Even the HST referendum in BC is a small scale example of the people putting democracy to the test. 4. Defending social services is more critical than ever In the midst of the fear mongering related to a "double dip" recession or the demographic challenges of the aging baby boomers, defending our social programs is more critical then ever. It was interesting to see how Germany is better able to deal with a contracting workforce because of their amazing employment insurance programs which make employers pay to keep a pool of money to retain workers at part time employment in times of contraction. This is in stark contrast to the massively increasing unemployment rolls in the US. Good social programs are essential to the well being of everyone and should be safeguarded and enhanced. Now is exactly the wrong time to eliminate or reduce them and the rationale that "the money isn't there" is just bogus. The money has been diverted into corporate profits and is enriching a very few at the expense of the many. Even the American "tea party"-ers recognize a good thing when they have it - so comes the ironic slogan "keep your government hands off my medicare". Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 8:44 PM No comments: Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest Newer Posts Older Posts Home Subscribe to: Posts (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts All Comments Atom All Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ▼  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ▼  August (6) $$$ for senior bureaucrats, but not a penny for pu... Highest funding ever? Then why the "net zero" mand... Arbitrator rules on local bargaining allowed for B... New school year, another 12,000 overcrowded classe... Teacher bargaining resumes at provincial table 4 lessons from the long (hot?) summer ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11074,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2002 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 14, Number 6, April 2002 Government losing on handling of the issues Amid the flurry of the BCTF AGM, mixed with the luxury of a few days off, many analysts missed the real story behind the release of a new Ipsos-Reid poll that was subtitled "Government Approval (45%) Bottoms Out." The poll, conducted March 4–11, 2002, found that 48% of decided voters are behind the government when asked, If a provincial election were held tomorrow in B.C., which of the following parties’ candidates would you most likely support? The NDP scored 28% and the Greens were at 16%. The Liberals have had a serious decline since September, when they had a 70% approval rating. By September, approval had dropped to 49%. In February, it stood at 43%. Those are significant drops. The other real story is on the government’s performance. When asked to comment on what they had seen so far, 54% disapprove of the government’s handling of the issues. Support for the B.C. Liberals is weakest among women, with 60% of women opposed to the government’s handling of the issues and among union households at a 60% disapproval rating. Has government approval bottomed out? Not likely, given that serious cuts in healthcare, education, and public service are yet to come. The real bite won’t be felt in healthcare until the late spring. The education bite won’t be felt until September. Continued lobbying and campaigning for education, healthcare, and public service resources should be at the top of everyone’s list! – Al Cornes Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/BCTFNews.aspx?id=28865,BCTF News Vol. 18, No. 2, October 2012  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development BCTF News archive 2013–14  2012–13  2011–12     2010–11  2009–10    En français  Home > Publications > Newsletters and Alerts > BCTF News > 2012-13 Archives       Volume 18, Number 2, October 2012  In this issue:  Talks stall on Letter of Understanding  Brief to the Select Standing Committee on Finance  Child poverty on the rise in BC  The 10-year deal  Yet more change afoot  Son of Gag Law defeated  The Every Teacher project on LGBTQ-inclusive education   Talks stall on Letter of Understanding A letter of understanding (LOU) with BCPSEA agreeing to further discussions on professional growth, evaluation, and local bargaining was signed at the end of June. In the LOU, both parties agreed that government would provide sufficient funds to fully support the professional growth program.   At the beginning of October, the BCTF met with BCPSEA and Mark Brown as facilitator. Early on in the meeting it was apparent that government was not prepared to commit professional-growth funding. The BCTF was clear that a commitment to adequate funds up front was necessary on an item as significant as a professional growth program. BCPSEA’s refusal to even acknowledge the funding commitment effectively ended the meeting.  No further meetings are scheduled at this time. The LOU requires an agreement be reached by October 31.  Brief to the Select Standing Committee on Finance In the presentation given to the Select Standing Committee on Finance and Government Services, BCTF President Susan Lambert vividly documented the impact of successive cuts over the last decade. She highlighted three key measures to illustrate the cumulative neglect BC’s public education system has sustained. To bring BC’s public education funding as a percentage of GDP just to the Canadian average would cost $609 million. To bring operating expenditures to the national average would require $377 million. And most telling of all is the Student-Educator Ratio (SER). BC had the worst SER in Canada in 2009–10, the most recent year for which national data is available from Statistics Canada. To bring the ratio of students per teacher up to the national average, BC would have to hire 5,800 more teachers at a cost of $500 million. The government’s weary refrain of declining enrolment, yet increased funding, masks the true reality of cost increases, downloaded expenditures, insufficient increases, and budget freezes. Despite declining enrolment, the number of students with special needs increased by more than 1,500 in the last decade. At the same time, BC schools lost over 750 special education teachers. Similarly, the number of English Language Learners (ELL) has grown by more than 1,800 but there are 340 fewer ELL teachers. The number of counsellors dropped by 117 over the past decade, while students are coping with increased stress. Teacher-librarians have also declined by 30% even as information literacy becomes evermore complex and important.  Susan told the committee that the needed improvements could be made by restoring previous taxation levels for large corporations and high-income earners.  Child poverty on the rise in BC The persistence of child poverty in one of Canada’s most prosperous provinces and cities alarms and deeply troubles many people.  The issue of inequality and widening family-income gaps across the country is of pressing concern. Poor children live in poor families and these families need help. In June 2012, Statistics Canada reported that BC had 510,000 individuals living in poverty, the highest number in Canada. Clear, comprehensive and meaningful municipal, provincial, and federal antipoverty plans, and social assistance rates are appalling. For example, it was $26 in the individual weekly food budget. Family policies are needed to address this escalating national issue.   So far the response to this shameful situation has been charity. Well-meaning people, often teachers, initiate drives to raise money and awareness and there is a passing flurry of media attention. Teachers and parents should not be expected to spend time and energy fundraising in order to fill the gap. Charity is admirable but it is no way to fund a public school system. In a province as prosperous as BC and a country as affluent as Canada, all children and youth should have every opportunity to lead healthy and productive lives. The 10-year deal In a surprise announcement, Premier Christy Clark floated the idea of a 10-year deal with teachers. She conjured up an idyllic picture of sustained “labour peace,” implying that the public education system has been rife with disruption. Yet again, mention was made of the deals concluded recently with other public sector unions suggesting that the BCTF had been standing in the way of an agreement.  In reality, the other unions had been offered something, but teachers were offered nothing but concessions.   In an interview on CBC, Education Minister Don McRae emphasized it was the process that needed fixing and skirted questions on the content of negotiations but did admit that at some point in a 10-year deal there would have to be consideration of pay!  In commenting on the proposal, BCTF President Susan Lambert said she was supportive of efforts to improve the bargaining process but added that there needed to be improvements in other areas such as funding and learning conditions. She also expressed the hope that this announcement was not simply a political ploy aimed at mollifying teachers and the public in advance of the election.  Reaction in the media has largely focused on the overly ambitious and unworkable nature of the proposal while nevertheless welcoming the intent to change the bargaining process.   Yet more change afoot According to information provided by the Global Education Leaders’ Program (GELP), change is under way at the provincial Ministry of Education in the wake of the BC Education Plan. Closely connected to GELP are corporations, a number of which specialize in technology, e.g., Cisco Systems Inc., and the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation.  Under the auspices of GELP, plans are moving ahead quickly to implement the BC Education Plan. Further developments in what is termed the “next wave of reform” include: decategoriation of special needs education. In the words of a senior ministry official there will be “no labels and no medical model” in a 21st century personalized world a focus on reading: a superintendent of reading is already in place reviewing and redesigning assessment: beginning with Science 10. Concerns surround the nature of GELP, its involvement with the Ministry of Education, and the manner and pace at which these changes are being introduced. For further information and opinion read the upcoming November/December edition of Teacher.  Son of Gag Law defeated Members will remember the infamous “gag law” of 2009 which attempted to limit third-party advertising for 60 days prior to the 28-day election period for a total of 88 days. The law created a severe clampdown on public expression that impacted community groups, unions, churches, and advocacy groups.  The BCTF successfully challenged that law in court as unconstitutional. Unhappy with that decision, the government appealed to the Court of Appeal. The Appeal Court confirmed that the law was unconstitutional and government lost that appeal.  Still not satisfied, the government tried again with new legislation introduced last May that would limit third-party advertising for 40 days before the election campaign period. Rather than facing a court challenge to this law as well, the government decided to forward the case to the Supreme Court for a ruling as a reference case prior to enactment. Numerous intervenors presented and the three Supreme Court Justices ruled, yet again, that this third attempt to gag citizens was unconstitutional.  This is a huge victory for freedom of expression and will greatly improve our ability to campaign during the course of this year leading up to the provincial election in May 2013.  The Every Teacher project on LGBTQ-inclusive education The BCTF has lent its support to the Every Teacher project, a national study designed to identify and make widely available the collective expertise that exists among Canadian teachers on inclusive education practices for sexual and gender minority students. This study will enable us to learn what educators think about the climate of Canada’s schools for lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, two spirit, or questioning (LGBTQ) students; which approaches to inclusion of these students seem to work, and in what contexts, and which don’t; what supports educators in doing this work, and what holds us back. Results will be made widely available throughout the school system. Completing the Every Teacher survey will take approximately 15–20 minutes. Participation is possible between October 11 and mid-February 2013, but we encourage members to participate as soon as possible in order to reduce the need for follow-up reminders. All members of teacher organizations are encouraged to participate, including education assistants, counsellors, and teachers with administrative responsibilities. Members and other educators who have not received an e-mailed invitation can request one by contacting the research team everyteacherproject@gmail.com. Members can also request an invitation by contacting lkuehn@bctf.ca. Every teacher organization in English Canada has enthusiastically agreed to support this project.  Teachers across the country are moving strongly to improve school climate for LGBTQ students; students with LGBTQ parents; heterosexual students who are also homophobically bullied; and the 58% of heterosexual students who are distressed by homophobic elements of school culture.  The Every Teacher project team is led by Dr. Catherine Taylor at The University of Winnipeg in partnership with The Manitoba Teachers’ Society. The project is funded by the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada.       Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12814&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2000 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 12, Number 6, April 2000 Class size and achievement closely related by Garry Litke An analysis and synthesis of almost 200 empirical research studies have proved conclusively that reducing class size improves academic performance. This is not news for teachers, but only of late have governments in North America started to act on this knowledge. It is a trend that is socially, economically, and educationally sound and should be expanded. Based on the overwhelming evidence, the Clinton administration spent $1.2 billion in 1998 to reduce class sizes in America, giving grants to states ranging from $5 million to over $100 million. More than 30,000 new teachers were to be hired. The research relied upon by the Clinton administration revealed that the positive effect on achievement is most noticeable: in primary grades in areas of lower socio-economic status where classes are reduced to fewer than 20 students where teachers are trained to deal with smaller groups. Two years ago, the government of B.C. created a similar initiative when it reached an agreement with teachers to reduce class size in K–3. The three-year program was seen as a first step, with an understanding that future increments would include reductions at the intermediate and secondary level. Just recently, the provincial government again conveyed its commitment to this concept in principle. At the BCTF Annual General Meeting held in March in Vancouver, Education Minister Penny Priddy expressed her enthusiastic support for early childhood intervention strategies, saying that they made educational and economic sense. She quoted a well-known statistic that says that for every dollar spent on early childhood intervention, society saves $7 in later costs related to prisons and family support. Assuming that the provincial government continues to understand education and economics in the same way that Clinton and Priddy do, primary teachers in B.C. should be looking forward to educating their students in groups of fewer than 20 in the near future, especially if they happen to be in a lower socio-economic area. Class sizes at the intermediate and secondary levels also need redress. Teachers have expressed a great deal of frustration about the current inequities between primary and intermediate, and the need to reduce class sizes at all levels. Research indicates that beyond doubt, class-size reductions at this level are also beneficial. A meta-analysis of 77 studies published by Smith and Glass in 1978 found that small classes were associated with higher achievement at all grade levels. The major benefits of reduction occurred where the number of students in the class was fewer than 20. They concluded that small classes were superior in terms of students’ reactions, teacher morale, and the quality of the instructional environment. In Texas, Ronald Ferguson in 1991 analyzed data drawn from 800 districts involving 2.4 million students. He showed that for the first through seventh grades, district student achievement fell as the student/teacher ratio increased above 18:1. In 1997, Harold Wenglinsky analyzed three national level databases. Based on data on fourth graders, he found that lower student/teacher ratios are positively related to higher mathematics achievement. At the eighth grade level he found similar effects, but for different reasons. At the eighth grade level, lower class sizes improve the school social environment, which in turn leads to higher achievement. Wenglinsky found that the largest positive effects on mathematics achievement occurred in districts where there were below average socio-economic students. Interestingly, he also found greater achievement gains in districts where teachers’ salaries were higher. An overall pattern found in the research indicates that if class size is reduced from substantially more than 20 students per class to below 20 students, the related increase in student achievement moves the average student from the 50th percentile up to somewhere above the 60th percentile. For disadvantaged and minority students the effects are somewhat larger. Smaller classes make a difference for a variety of reasons. Higher student achievement in smaller classes may result from alteration in the classroom environment. Teachers report that the classroom atmosphere is better, that students can receive more individualized attention, and that teachers have more flexibility to use different instructional approaches. Teachers find themselves with more classroom space because they are using the same classrooms with fewer students. They also have more time to devote to working with students and parents outside the classroom. The classroom situation changes when there are fewer students to distract each other. Each student gets more attention, including more time to speak while others listen. The noise level is reduced. In smaller classes, each student receives a larger portion of the educational resources represented by the teacher’s time, and consequently, learns more. Researchers also suggest that smaller classes are more likely to foster positive relationships. The smaller the class, the harder it is to escape the positive influence of the classroom educational experience. Research overwhelmingly supports that smaller class size has enormous benefits for students and teachers alike. Every penny spent on education saves seven cents tomorrow. There is no longer any valid reason that a reduction in class sizes at all grade levels cannot be endorsed. Garry Litke is an assistant director in the BCTF’s Bargaining Division.   Research conculsions: Why reduced class sizes make a difference more physical space for movement fewer discipline problems more time spent on instruction greater access to the teacher easier access to after hours consultation for both students and parents more individualized attention greater student share of overall education resources.)
(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2011/10/bcpsea-missing-point-on-local.html?showComment=1318521769562,Staffroom Confidential: BCPSEA - missing the point on local bargaining Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Wednesday, October 12, 2011 BCPSEA - missing the point on local bargaining One of the issues on the teacher bargaining table is to move more issues to local Districts and teachers unions to negotiate. The BCTF has used the slogan "local bargaining of local issues by local parties". The idea is that different communities have different needs and those local communities should be able to work through issues and come to solutions that work for them locally. It allows diversity and creativity and innovation. Does this mean some of the same topics will be on different local bargaining tables? Absolutely. But it doesn't mean the issues or the solutions are the same and it doesn't mean each table is replicating the same discussion, as BCPSEA seems to think. For example, one local/District might want to put more resources towards salaries to retain teachers in their community because high teacher turnover is a critical issue. Another might want lower salaries and to put more resources towards smaller class sizes because there are particularly high incidences of students with special needs. Another might want resources put towards travel costs for professional development opportunities if they are in a small town, and will sacrifice a higher salary increase to do this. In all these cases, salary will be on the table. But does this mean all the issues and solutions are the same? Is this duplication? I don't think so - I think it is finding local solutions to local issues by local parties. It is in everyone's interest and leads to better schools. Local resources should be directed to different areas in a flexible manner and school Boards and teachers should be able to talk about what works best in their local communities. BCPSEA's only argument for provincial bargaining is "efficiency". I suppose it is true that a cookie cutter education system might be more "efficient". We could have national curriculum, eliminate school Boards, implement identical timetables, and so on. A master collective agreement would make sense in a system like this. So does scripted curriculum (same page, same content, same day). So does standardized testing. Look south to the US to see lots of examples. Teaching and learning plummets in systems like these. It is ironic that at the same time BCPSEA (on behalf of the provincial government and school Boards) wants increased standardization, everyone else in the education community is talking about increased personalization. There is general agreement that "factory" style schools do not serve individual student needs. Rather than more standardization, we need increased opportunities for individuals and local communities, even if it isn't the most "efficient". Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 9:32 AM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 4 comments: PierreOctober 12, 2011 at 9:39 PM I enjoyed reading this particular comment highlighting the incongruities between what BCPSEA wants for school boards and what it wants for everything and everybody else, in particular teachers and students. What is good for the goose is not good for the gander, apparently!ReplyDelete J-TrainOctober 13, 2011 at 1:31 AM So we should have different standards in BC than we do in say, Quebec? Or let say Alberta? I guess if we can't have the same standards, we should not strike for the same wages?ReplyDelete Tara EhrckeOctober 13, 2011 at 9:02 AM The introduction of national "standards" in the US has been a disaster. See here, for example, for a more thorough discussion. http://www.heritage.org/research/reports/2010/05/why-national-standards-won-t-fix-american-education-misalignment-of-power-and-incentives It's important not to confuse "standards" with "quality". If we want democratic citizenship, critical thinking, inquiry and creativity in our curriculum, then "standards" and "standardized tests" will fail. These types of standards lead to meeting a minimum level of the lowest form of learning - memory recall.ReplyDelete AnonymousOctober 15, 2011 at 6:56 AM Thank you Tara for fighting for personalization. It is very important to me that we stay away from standardization of the system. I wonder if we can convince them though. It seems to me we need more commercials and media to get the word out to the public. Thank you for continuing..... I just wish it didn't take so many meetings and game playing to get there.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ▼  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ▼  October (16) Abbott's plan: some thoughts... Teachers upset with BCPSEA allegations and threats... BCPSEA's hypocritical application to LRB over BC t... Occupy Education Builds Momentum The "transformation agenda" for BC education? - fo... Big brother and the Ministry of Education How to judge a School Board candidate - by their r... Solidarity and the 99% - Why teachers should suppo... Occupying Education Abbott's plan: Drastic changes with no consultatio... Guest post: Tobey Steeves on Bills 27/28 - a perso... BCPSEA - missing the point on local bargaining We are the 99 BC government proposal for class composition is "r... A little interlude... BC School Trustees consider a teacher lockout ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/03/what-is-this-strike-about-moving-letter.html?showComment=1331106783245,Staffroom Confidential: What is this strike about? A moving letter from a Saanich teacher Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, March 6, 2012 What is this strike about? A moving letter from a Saanich teacher I would like to thank you, Mr. Abbott. My wife and I have just had an excellent discussion with our daughters about power, and about the importance of checks and balances in a society. Sophie and Rachel are 12 and 10. They were very confused about why the government was allowed to make rules such as fining teachers $475 a day or $2500 a day for going on strike. We explained that our government is elected to make decisions on our behalf, and that we trust that they will make good and considered decisions. But what if we don’t agree with their decisions, they wondered. We explained that there is time to debate these decisions before they are made, and that everybody is allowed to write letters, or protest if they disagree. We explained that the media is meant to also provide some balance, by asking difficult and challenging questions. But they are saying that if you protest their decision, they will fine you, they replied. We had no answer. Why do they hate teachers, one of them asked. I still had no answer. ---------- I could have been a lawyer. I scored in the 98th percentile of the LSAT and was accepted to Queen’s Law School, offered a scholarship to a Law School in the northeastern US. I chose instead to defer my decision, and be a tutor/coach/residence don/in-house TOC at my old high school for a couple of years. This was a private boarding school in Ontario. I loved it. I loved being able to explain concepts in math to kids, and to see the “light go on”. I loved sharing my passion for math, for soccer, for hockey, for philosophy, for poetry, and for musical theater with kids. I never considered going back to law after those two years. After completing my teacher training at UVic, I did my practicum in Saanich. I hadn’t realized until then what a sheltered teaching existence I had at the boarding school, with well-to-do kids brought up with every advantage (the type of kids to whom Mr. Abbott recently referred as “the smart kids”, I believe). In the public school system in Saanich, I learned humility. I learned how to be a better teacher, how to teach the whole child, and not just the mind. I taught classes that not only had some of Mr. Abbott’s advantaged “smart kids”, but other kids who were often equally smart and capable if not more, but who faced challenges the others didn’t: broken homes, poverty issues, learning disabilities, to name only a few. These classes were challenging because the kids’ needs were so varied. Some kids could be turned on by ideas alone; others needed to be convinced of the value of learning, to place education in context; some just needed breakfast. And yet, at the time I started teaching in Saanich, I considered myself fortunate because we had a locally arranged agreement about how many kids could be in a secondary English class. (I taught English at the time). The number was 27 – unless you had a student who had an acknowledged special need, such as dyslexia, or visual impairment, for example, that would require a significant amount of adjustment to practice or extra preparation. For each of these students, the number would drop by one. If there were 6 “special needs” students in your English 11, the maximum number of kids would be 21. Trust me, this would still be a challenging class in terms of composition, but the system worked. It was so important to teachers, my older colleagues told me, that teachers took less in salary improvements at the time in order to secure these contract provisions. Silly me for thinking that contracts were something sacrosanct in Canadian law. When I started my first continuing contract at Claremont Secondary in 2000, we had an enrolment not very different from our enrolment today. When I started at Claremont, it was not unusual for the more challenging classes, such as Essentials of Math 10 or Communications 11 to have 12-15 students, because that’s what those kids needed to be successful. When I started at Claremont, there were two librarians – one for every 550 kids. When I started at Claremont there was a staff of 85-90, with plenty of teachers in the building to comfortably take on all the extra-curriculars that make schools, as the Saanich motto goes, “great places to learn, safe places to be” Today at Claremont, a class with less than 23-24 students does not run. This legislation before you will only make that number increase, I assure you, and it is not what kids need. Today at Claremont there is 3/4 of a librarian – which translates to one for every 1475 kids. Today at Claremont there is a staff of 65-70. This group which now numbers 20 fewer than when I started 12 years ago, has been attempting to keep up all the things that make our school great – outstanding academics, including extra-curricular offerings such as the dozens of math contests I sponsor and organize every year, an incredible sports program, an enviable fine arts program, numerous volunteer organizations that enrich our school community and the community at large. So far, we have managed, but we have each had to take up the slack now for too long. We are at the breaking point, and I promise you – this legislation already threatens to push us over the edge. Surely this government is not deaf to the teachers from around the province who are saying enough… Enough: we have devoted our lives to a profession that we knew all along would not make us rich, but we did it because we believed that if it would help just one disadvantaged kid, it was worth it. Enough: we believed in it so much, that we traded even the most meager of raises, time and time again, in order to gain better classroom conditions for our students. Enough: we tried our absolute best to play within the rules, when government after government stripped away those conditions that we bought with our own salaries, even when the Supreme Court ruled that those government actions were illegal. Enough: we have tried to hold our heads high, when we are vilified in the press as lazy and greedy, when nothing – NOTHING -- could be further from the truth. Enough: we have devoted countless hours to volleyball, to musical theatre, to poetry readings, to charity work, to rugby, to yearbook clubs, to student’s councils, to tutoring before school from 7am, to tutoring after school until 6pm or longer, to tutoring kids by email on the weekends, and, AND! to our own Professional Development, whether that occurs on a Pro-D day or on our own time – Yes, Mr. Abbott, we actually do Pro-D. In short, we have devoted countless hours to the children and families of this province, and the thanks we get is one more veiled legislated slap in the face? Now, I’m not so out of touch that I don’t realize that as a teacher at the top of the scale, I’m fairly comfortable. Sure it irks me that all of you folks in the legislature have received pay raises in the last ten years far beyond what I have received over the same period – pay raises which you are allowed to vote for yourselves. Not that I would dare suggest that you don’t deserve it – I don’t envy your jobs in the least. But even despite this glaring double-standard, I would have begrudgingly accepted no raise, if it were that alone. It is not the extending of the current contract in this legislation that has me upset. I am insulted. I am insulted that you have the temerity to suggest that this legislation represents mediation in any true sense of the word. Your use of legislation to enforce mediation, but then dictate the terms of the mediation is nothing short of bullying. How ironic that there was an anti-bullying flashmob on the lawn of the legislature the day this bill was introduced. To my mind, you have brought disrepute onto yourselves and the institution you represent. I was trying to defend the institution of our provincial government to my children tonight, suggesting that it rested on a foundation of elected officials acting in a dispassionate way for the benefit of all. I couldn’t. I am shocked. I shouldn’t be, given everything that has happened in the last 10 years, but I’m shocked. I am shocked – no, enraged – that you would enact legislation that essentially attacks my freedom to associate; legislation that, quite frankly, probably runs counter to the Charter of Rights and Freedoms, even though your government’s last Bill of this sort was deemed illegal by the Supreme Court; legislation that does not “put families first” but which threatens families – no, puts a gun to their heads – and says to them: “we will bankrupt you if you have the gall to disagree with us or stand up for your rights”. Lastly, I am disappointed, and if I’m to be honest, I am defeated and demoralized. And I know I’m not alone. And that’s what you wanted, wasn’t it? You don’t want an improved public education system. I would love to challenge you, to defy you, sir, to say otherwise, to come to Claremont and convince me in person that this legislation will improve the public education system in BC, that it will improve the lives of children and their families across this province, by demoralizing and insulting teachers like me, by forcing a foregone, supposedly “mediated” conclusion down our throats. Sadly, you tell these lies every day, and so my challenge is useless. It is a sad day for me, and a sad day for BC. I love my job, I love the kids at Claremont, and I love Victoria, but today I really and truly thought it might be time to find a teaching job back in Ontario. You may say good riddance – we can find someone cheaper than you to do the same job. But I dare you to say that to my students. That is a challenge that perhaps I could make. ------------- My oldest daughter has been reading Animal Farm at school. (Maybe I shouldn’t tell you this – you will think that it is another reason to bring down the public school system…) After our discussion earlier tonight – and believe me when I say I did my utmost best to withhold the vitriol that must be obvious by now that I hold inside – after our family discussion my oldest daughter paused and, honest to God, said something like: “ Dad, the government are kind of like the pigs on the farm, aren’t they…? Once they get to make the rules, they kind of twist things so that they always go their way”. So, I want to thank you, Mr. Abbott. You made me so proud of my daughter tonight that I want to cry. Mark Skanks Claremont Secondary School Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 5:39 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 21 comments: AllyMarch 6, 2012 at 8:43 PM Extremely well put! Please tell me you have send this to Mr. Abbott??? When will the "pigs" listen?ReplyDelete Ms. HendraMarch 6, 2012 at 9:18 PM I love this letter. I have shared it with many people, and just sent it to a friend who is the Math Department Head in Chilliwack, and a Claremont grad, too. Thanks to Mark for such a well-written letter. TannisReplyDelete 30daysofautismMarch 6, 2012 at 9:37 PM This is fabulous!! Thank you!ReplyDelete AmandaMarch 6, 2012 at 10:46 PM Credit should be given to Mark Skanks as author of this letter.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeMarch 7, 2012 at 8:51 AM I did not originally include Mark's name because I hadn't asked his permission to do so. Since the cat is out of the bag anyway, I will add it now.Delete Ms. OhanaMarch 7, 2012 at 10:23 PM your challenge is not useless, they just want us to think it is... but the very fact that they have to address us and our challenges means they hear us loud and clear.... at the end of the day.. remember you still have your vote.... make it hurt the same way they've hurt usDelete Reply SDMURPHY3March 6, 2012 at 11:22 PM Thank you for putting into words how I feel about the future of education in this Province. I moved my family here from Quebec to avoid the French controversy and give my children a better chance. I am very proud to say my daughter is an excellent teacher, but she like many of you good ones is thinking of moving on. I guarantee you if they pass Bill 22 I will vote anything but Liberal in 2013. Your daugther, God bless her, is absolutely right.ReplyDelete SabrinaBaileyMarch 6, 2012 at 11:53 PM Mark, I would not be where I am today if you hadn't taken me on as a practicum student. I watched you pour your heart and soul into your students - and me. Please do not leave, the kids at Claremont need you! The government should be the ones who buckle, not us. I am teaching 2 classes of 30 for "Essentials Math 10" (AW 10) and I cannot believe how much class sizes have exploded, even in the short time between my own high school years and my teaching career. I logistically cannot give my students the help they need in the time I have, and it is ludicrous to believe such a short time ago they would literally have had twice the amount of time per person, per day (assuming a class size under 15). I had a student drop out of school last week due to lack of attendance due to giving up, which I would like to argue is largely due to being pushed through a broken system for so long. Behind that child I have a long list of kids at risk to do the same... is this the kind of future our government has in store for our kids? Every kid who is withdrawn from my school breaks my heart because I know their educational system (not their teachers) has let them down. Sabrina Bailey North Peace SecondaryReplyDelete UnknownMarch 7, 2012 at 8:23 AM Thank you so much for this eloquent letter, Mark. I've sent it to my MLA because we have the same issues in Chilliwack and the rest of the province. Jody Raabe Mount Slesse Middle School, SD33ReplyDelete EleanaMarch 7, 2012 at 7:34 PM Thank-you for your passionate words... I will be sharing them with my colleagues. Eleana P. Citadel Middle School, SD43ReplyDelete lrnalotMarch 8, 2012 at 12:05 AM In sum, the short term gains touted by proponents of Bill 22 will result in even more disenfranchised youth, deeper and longer lasting negativity toward the Liberal Government and Politics in general, and more teachers applying for disability or leaving BC outright. Thanks for speaking so eloquently to these important issues.ReplyDelete Richard AustenMarch 8, 2012 at 2:06 AM I am also a BC teacher - now teaching in Hong Kong. I have floated the idea on facebook a few times but I will say it here. The government's tactic of the fines is to essentially stop a teacher walk-out. Strikes are illegal. The way to circumvent this action by the government is to organize teachers to hand in their resignations "en masse" including all TOCs (for which I was one). I'll grant you this is somewhat dangerous high stakes game to play - but it is one that must be played if Bill 22 goes through as that bill is a union busting bill anyway. The government can't fine someone who quits their job. We'll call it the "organization" rather than the BCTF and if government wants teachers back they'll have to talk to the BCTF - err "the Organization." It takes something along this drastic action to save the teaching union in BC because I can tell you something right now - the government does not care the least bit about these letters - they don't care about marches in Victoria - The Liberals are sitting back and laughing that they just saved three days of salaries and heating bills for all the schools. Their voters (which is the majority) support crushing the Teaching union despite all the chatter we see on facebook and other social media - we may get support from those friends but those ore OUR friends who arguably ore of similar mindedness on issues like this. I suspect the vast majority of Liberal voters want the Union to die. So it's time to stop the letter and the appeals to the liberal "heart of gold" and realize that that heart is ice. It's not the time to send in the BCTF Poodle to fight the Liberal T-REX - it's time to play some serious hardball - 40,000 teachers resign - effective the day after Spring Break ends. You want the teachers back - you hire them all back under the BCTF union (ie as if there was no resignation).ReplyDelete Replies AlexMarch 9, 2012 at 11:08 AM This is called (or is similar to) 'work-to-rule' (which I believe is what's been done so far...) Yes. It is worth this.Delete Reply RommelMarch 8, 2012 at 11:36 AM Hi, I found this blog once, then lost it. Took me forever to come back and find it. I wanted to see what comments you got. Nice blog by the way.I must take this opportunity to write to you from my heart.I Really enjoyed your blog.I have never read such a wonderful article. Resignation Letter ReplyDelete alientoinquirytooMarch 8, 2012 at 9:18 PM Dear Tara Ehrcke, You have stolen the words and ideas from my mouth! I could not have put it any better and I am the first one to sign up for your letter writing campaign. I have thought for a long time that our only recourse is to resign en-masse or all take stress leaves at the same time, either way there is no way that they win! Thank you for this... Andre KozakReplyDelete Replies alientoinquirytooMarch 8, 2012 at 9:26 PM I guess I should thank Tara for posting this and Mark for the writing and Richard for the ultimate solution! Thanks...Delete Reply alyxpottsMarch 9, 2012 at 7:59 AM "You may say good riddance – we can find someone cheaper than you to do the same job. But I dare you to say that to my students. That is a challenge that perhaps I could make." I had Mr.Skanks for math last year and he's amazing. So I think if you said those things to us "the students" we'd have a lot of kind words about Mr.Skanks and his teaching abilities/wisdom. And quite the opposite of "kind words" for you putting him and all our other teachers through all this.ReplyDelete AlexMarch 9, 2012 at 11:07 AM Brilliant letter! Well put! Passing it on!ReplyDelete Mrs.BMarch 12, 2012 at 9:50 AM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Mrs.BMarch 12, 2012 at 9:51 AM THANK YOU! Well said - I will be sharing this with colleagues in Burnaby & Surrey. Avril Broekhuizen Chilliwack Secondary, SD33ReplyDelete Mrs. D. ThiesenMarch 12, 2012 at 9:59 PM I've shared this on twitter. I was a top university student as well and encouraged to go into medicine but chose teaching...I love teaching, but did I make a mistake? I'm so insulted.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ▼  March (12) Bill 22 and Class Size/Class Composition BC Liberals: You reap what you sow... From public to private: a subtle path What is this dispute about? Putting equity last, a... Walk out pamphlet - arguments for full withdrawal ... Teachers debate a response to Bill 22 Lessons from the US - when unions don't strike to ... Lessons from history - legislation and illegal str... How do teachers defeat Bill 22? Critical thinking and Bill 22 - A teacher rebuts G... What is this strike about? A moving letter from a ... Public education - Christy: it's about equality ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12442,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 19, Number 6, April 2007 Vancouver’s cuts in services A key and frequently missing component in the emerging debate on the segregation of kids with special needs in a separate Vancouver school is the chronic underfunding over the years of special education programs by successive provincial governments in BC. As a former principal of a Vancouver elementary school for 25 years, I have painfully watched what was once a lighthouse school district in the delivery of appropriate support, shamefully decimated—essential programs and services for special ed kids and their families are being eroded or disappearing entirely. As staff members in a diverse urban system we felt justifiably proud of the co-operative and innovative community-based model developed by the VSB. A continuum of quality special ed services was provided in a flexible manner by the board. Not any more. For the public record, as part of the ongoing debate, the battering the Vancouver School Board’s special education infrastructure has received over the years is evidenced by all of the following: the closure of the four (one in each area of the board) of the VSB’s highly successful Teaching and Evaluation Centers with specialized staff providing programs for kids with learning difficulties when they returned to their home school; the layoff of skilled speech and language pathologists, school psychologists, area counselors, itinerant teachers, and student support workers (SEAs); the dropping of the district’s autistic team; the near elimination of small allowances for supplies and resources for special ed classes; the complete elimination of the position of staff assistant (a position, at the time, unique to the VSB); the weakening of the district’s innovative school-based team model, which served as a hub for the co-ordination of in-school services; the cutbacks to mainstream programs and services also impeded our ability to integrate on a full- or part-time basis special ed students into regular classrooms; the gradual decrease in the essential number of workshops and in-service courses for learning assistance and resource teachers and other staff—the professional life blood of any special education program worth its salt. This cumulative loss of expertise, experience, and resources in so many specialized areas took a terrible toll on the system. And bit-by-bit we are no longer able to provide the full range of learning options that our students need. That the system has survived as it has is a tribute to the commitment of staff and dedicated parents who support our public schools. It has not gone unnoticed that some of the proponents of a so-called model special ed school (a school within the Vancouver school system but outside the governance of the board) by their actions or by their inaction—Christy Clarke for example, who as minister of education slashed support, and NPA trustees whose silence over 16 years was deafening—are now leading the charge for a segregated school. Also it is not surprising that the current round of closed-door meetings, sponsored by the Ministry of Education for selected parents, are now part of the push to get this regressive model quickly approved without a full public debate. Those who erroneously allege that the opponents of this plan are ideologically driven should consider the statement of a leading figure to the world’s education ministers at the 2005 OECD (Organization for Economic Development) conference on special education in Santiago, Chile. Peter Evans, head of OECD’s special education program stated: "Our research shows that on average, disabled children in regular classrooms perform better than those in special schools. Those who go to special schools follow a different curriculum and it is difficult to integrate them into society after school. There is less prejudice against them if they have attended regular schools." To drive home his point he cited the OECD’s Program for International Student Assessment (PISA) results for 2003, which showed disabled students doing remarkably well. Successful and inclusive schools need appropriate, stable support in a mainstream public system, not retrograde, isolated models that deny all kids the opportunities for full participation they need and deserve. Noel Herron, Vancouver Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/contacts.cfm?page=pdchairs&sort=1&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true,BCTF Contacts Home E-mail Lists Links A to Z Index Contact Us Help SITE SEARCH Quick Links BCTF formsBCTF NewsFrançaisLabour linksPensionsTeacher NewsmagazineTeaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Contact Us > PD chairpersons BCTF Professional Development Chairpersons Sorted by local name. Click here for sort by local number. Local Chair School Phone School Fax E-mail Abbotsford District Teachers' Association (34) Brenda Head    604-850-7692  pd34@bctf.ca Alberni District Teachers' Union (701) Stephanie Hopkins  250-723-7522  250-723-7557  pd701@bctf.ca Arrow Lakes Teachers' Association (10) Paula Rogers  250-358-7222  250-358-2533  pd10@bctf.ca Boundary District Teachers' Association (51) Catherine Pankoff  250-442-8275  250-442-5388  pd51@bctf.ca Linda Rawlings-Dolezsar  250-442-5313  250-442-5317  pd51@bctf.ca Bulkley Valley Teachers' Union (54) Kristina Willing  250-847-2231  250-847-2165  pd54@bctf.ca Mary Neto  250-847-2231  250-847-2165  pd54@bctf.ca Burnaby Teachers' Association (41) Alexandra Peters  604-664-7056  604-664-8734  pd41@bctf.ca Barbara Henderson  604-664-8727  604-664-8818  pd41@bctf.ca Patricia Dolton      pd41@bctf.ca Burns Lake District Teachers' Union (55) Lisa Mason  250-698-7301  250-698-7349  pd55@bctf.ca Campbell River District Teachers' Association (72) Adria Anne Gleeson  250-286-0511  250-286-0938  pd72@bctf.ca Cariboo-Chilcotin Teachers' Association (27) Shirley Giroux  250-398-5800  250-398-5206  pd27@bctf.ca Central Coast Teachers' Association (49) Coleen Fraser  250-799-5556  250-799-5757  pd49@bctf.ca Stephen Dishkin  250-982-2355  250-982-2720  pd49@bctf.ca Central Okanagan Teachers' Association (23) Joe Jamison  250-868-1135  250-870-5020  pd23@bctf.ca Chetwynd Teachers' Association (592) Gysbert Ruiter  250-788-2267  250-788-9729  pd592@bctf.ca Chilliwack Teachers' Association (33) Angela Woods  604-823-4408  604-823-2243  pd33@bctf.ca Comox District Teachers' Association (71) Lisa Pedersen-Skene    250-897-0487  pd71@bctf.ca Coquitlam Teachers' Association (43) Michael Galliford  604-464-8581  604-937-8045  pd43@bctf.ca Cowichan District Teachers' Association (65) Naomi Nilsson  250-748-2251  250-746-7849  pd65@bctf.ca Sabina Reska  250-743-6916  250-743-6915  pd65@bctf.ca Cranbrook District Teachers' Association (2) Carol Johns  250-489-4391  250-489-0600  pd02@bctf.ca Colette Grasdal  250-426-5241  250-426-6673  pd02@bctf.ca Creston Valley Teachers' Association (861) Melissa Feragotti  250-428-2051  250-428-2019  pd861@bctf.ca Delta Teachers' Association (37) Fiona Higgs    604-599-1786  pd37@bctf.ca Fernie District Teachers' Association (1) Linda Christenson  250-425-6666  250-425-6661  pd01@bctf.ca Sarah Larsen      pd01@bctf.ca Fort Nelson District Teachers' Association (81) Shirley Kenney  250-774-6941  250-774-6988  pd81@bctf.ca Fraser-Cascade Teachers' Association (78) Kathleen Koopman      pd78@bctf.ca Gold Trail Teachers' Association (74) Elizabeth Griggs  250-256-4274  250-256-4275  pd74@bctf.ca Golden Teachers' Association (18) Margaret Calladine  250-344-6317    pd18@bctf.ca Greater Victoria Teachers' Association (61) Lucinda Graf  250-727-0188  250-727-2079  pd61@bctf.ca Gulf Islands Teachers' Association (64) James Lightfoot  250-653-9223  250-653-2090  pd64@bctf.ca Haida Gwaii Teachers' Association (50) Autum Gates    250-626-3214  pd50@bctf.ca Monika Hausmann    250-626-3214  pd50@bctf.ca Kamloops Thompson Teachers' Association (73) David Comrie    250-377-2257  pd73@bctf.ca Kimberley Teachers' Association (3) Bethany Turcon      pd03@bctf.ca Craig Hillman  250-427-4827  250-427-7106  pd03@bctf.ca Kitimat District Teachers' Association (80) Katherine Johnsen  250-632-6174  888-539-4732  pd80@bctf.ca Michele Sutherland  250-632-2912  888-574-1126  pd80@bctf.ca Kootenay Columbia Teachers' Union (20) John Horcoff      pd20@bctf.ca Kootenay Lake Teachers' Association (862) Dennis Larcombe  250-229-4224  250-353-7434  pd862@bctf.ca Lake Cowichan Teachers' Association (66) Christine Rolls  250-748-0011  250-749-4030  pd66@bctf.ca Langley Teachers' Association (35) Sandy Ho  604-888-3033  604-888-2873  pd35@bctf.ca Mackenzie Teachers' Association (572) Amber Raycraft  250-963-7060  250-963-7381  pd572@bctf.ca Christa Barnes  250-997-6340  250-997-5075  pd572@bctf.ca Karen Chadha  250-997-6340  250-997-5075  pd572@bctf.ca Maple Ridge Teachers' Association (42) Suzanne Hall  604-463-6414  604-466-6265  pd42@bctf.ca McBride-Valemount Teachers' Association (573) Brian Hanson    250-566-4551  pd573@bctf.ca Jennifer L'Arrivee  250-569-2295  250-569-2620  pd573@bctf.ca Julia Howard  250-569-2295  250-569-2620  pd573@bctf.ca Mission Teachers' Union (75) Anna Heavenor  604-820-4587  604-820-9505  pd75@bctf.ca Mount Arrowsmith Teachers' Association (69) Denise Spencer-Dahl  250-248-3296  250-954-1734  pd69@bctf.ca Lesley Rowan  250-752-5651  250-752-8604  pd69@bctf.ca Nanaimo District Teachers' Association (68) Colleen Skipper  250-758-6892  250-758-2373  pd68@bctf.ca Michael Silverton    250-751-8840  pd68@bctf.ca Nechako Teachers' Union (56) Cindy Miller  250-996-7126  250-996-7708  pd56@bctf.ca Shawn Lank  250-699-6233  250-699-7753  pd56@bctf.ca Nelson District Teachers' Association (7) Monica Doyle  250-352-3186  250-352-3183  pd07@bctf.ca Tamara Martin  250-352-5538  250-352-3119  pd07@bctf.ca New Westminster Teachers' Union (40) Romeo Lavrencic  604-517-6316  604-517-6204  pd40@bctf.ca Sandra Lee  604-517-6090  604-517-6091  pd40@bctf.ca Nisga'a Teachers' Union (92) Charity Peal  250-633-2225  250-633-2669  pd92@bctf.ca Samantha Lambright  250-326-4206  250-633-2916  pd92@bctf.ca Sara Beardsell  250-633-2225  250-633-2669  pd92@bctf.ca North Okanagan-Shuswap Teachers' Association (83) Kyla Hadden  250-836-2831  250-836-2664  pd83@bctf.ca North Vancouver Teachers' Association (44) Maria Aiello  604-903-3750  604-903-3751  pd44@bctf.ca Okanagan Skaha Teachers' Union (67) Angela Seppola  250-770-7683  250-492-5981  pd67@bctf.ca Peace River North Teachers' Association (60) Jessica Dmytruk  250-793-9125  250-630-2323  pd60@bctf.ca Peace River South Teachers' Association (591) Angela Connelly    250-782-9604  pd591@bctf.ca Powell River District Teachers' Association (47) Wendy Adams  604-485-5660    pd47@bctf.ca Prince George District Teachers' Association (571) Glen Thielmann  250-562-9525  250-564-4875  pd571@bctf.ca Prince Rupert District Teachers' Union (52) Colleen Pudsey    250-627-1348  pd52@bctf.ca Marla Gamble    250-627-1348  pd52@bctf.ca Raegan Sawka  250-627-1536  250-627-1443  pd52@bctf.ca Princeton District Teachers' Union (17) Gordon Bibby  250-295-3218  250-295-7914  pd17@bctf.ca Mary Bell  250-295-3218  250-295-7914  pd17@bctf.ca Quesnel District Teachers' Association (28) Carlie Borrett  250-991-5566  250-991-5565  pd28@bctf.ca Revelstoke Teachers' Association (19) Stacey Grimm  250-837-2173  250-837-7164  pd19@bctf.ca Richmond Teachers' Association (38) Christian Matheson  604-668-6665  604-668-6569  pd38@bctf.ca Saanich Teachers' Association (63) Holly Mair  250-704-4972  250-479-9870  pd63@bctf.ca Sarah Windle  250-652-9261  250-652-2094  pd63@bctf.ca Sea to Sky Teachers' Association (48) April Lowe  604-898-3688  604-898-4706  pd48@bctf.ca SEPF (93) Alain Paquin  604-437-4849  604-437-9630  pd93@bctf.ca Linda Theriault  250-220-6010  250-220-6014  pd93@bctf.ca Monica Monus    604-214-9881  pd93@bctf.ca Sooke Teachers' Association (62) Brian Hotovy  250-474-1291  250-478-0738  pd62@bctf.ca Kristine Kosolofski  250-478-3232  250-391-9624  pd62@bctf.ca South Okanagan Similkameen Teachers' Union (53) Nicola MacNaughton  250-498-3468  250-498-0339  pd53@bctf.ca Stikine Teachers' Association (87) Alithia Gillies    250-771-4343  pd87@bctf.ca Andre Lagace    250-771-4343  pd87@bctf.ca Sunshine Coast Teachers' Association (46) Patrick McCallum  604-885-3216  604-885-7991  pd46@bctf.ca Surrey Teachers' Association (36) Anne McNamee      pd36@bctf.ca Stephen Anderson      pd36@bctf.ca Terrace District Teachers' Union (881) Karen Andrews  250-635-3115  888-456-3464  pd881@bctf.ca Upper Skeena Teachers (882) Jan Thorburn  250-842-5214  888-503-6959  pd882@bctf.ca Shirley Hobenshield  250-849-5484  888-594-2271  pd882@bctf.ca Vancouver Elementary School Teachers' Association (391) Allison Jambor      pd391@bctf.ca Patricia Gudlaugson      pd391@bctf.ca Vancouver Island North Teachers' Association (85) Sarah Soltau-Heller  250-949-6418  250-949-6485  pd85@bctf.ca Vancouver Island West Teachers' Union (84) Adam Barber    250-761-4234  pd84@bctf.ca Glyn Howell    250-934-6578  pd84@bctf.ca Vancouver Secondary Teachers' Association (392) Mary Filleul    604-713-5076  pd392@bctf.ca Vernon Teachers' Association (22) Robyn Ladner    250-545-7680  pd22@bctf.ca West Vancouver Teachers' Association (45) Rosemary Murray  604-981-1200  604-981-1201  pd45@bctf.ca Shannon Gray  604-981-1130  604-981-1131  pd45@bctf.ca Windermere Teachers' Association (4) Robyn Oliver  250-342-9213  250-342-4499  pd04@bctf.ca About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy Close Window Print Page   BCTF Professional Development Chairpersons Sorted by local name. Click here for sort by local number. Local Chair School Phone School Fax E-mail Abbotsford District Teachers' Association (34) Brenda Head    604-850-7692  pd34@bctf.ca Alberni District Teachers' Union (701) Stephanie Hopkins  250-723-7522  250-723-7557  pd701@bctf.ca Arrow Lakes Teachers' Association (10) Paula Rogers  250-358-7222  250-358-2533  pd10@bctf.ca Boundary District Teachers' Association (51) Catherine Pankoff  250-442-8275  250-442-5388  pd51@bctf.ca Linda Rawlings-Dolezsar  250-442-5313  250-442-5317  pd51@bctf.ca Bulkley Valley Teachers' Union (54) Kristina Willing  250-847-2231  250-847-2165  pd54@bctf.ca Mary Neto  250-847-2231  250-847-2165  pd54@bctf.ca Burnaby Teachers' Association (41) Alexandra Peters  604-664-7056  604-664-8734  pd41@bctf.ca Barbara Henderson  604-664-8727  604-664-8818  pd41@bctf.ca Patricia Dolton      pd41@bctf.ca Burns Lake District Teachers' Union (55) Lisa Mason  250-698-7301  250-698-7349  pd55@bctf.ca Campbell River District Teachers' Association (72) Adria Anne Gleeson  250-286-0511  250-286-0938  pd72@bctf.ca Cariboo-Chilcotin Teachers' Association (27) Shirley Giroux  250-398-5800  250-398-5206  pd27@bctf.ca Central Coast Teachers' Association (49) Coleen Fraser  250-799-5556  250-799-5757  pd49@bctf.ca Stephen Dishkin  250-982-2355  250-982-2720  pd49@bctf.ca Central Okanagan Teachers' Association (23) Joe Jamison  250-868-1135  250-870-5020  pd23@bctf.ca Chetwynd Teachers' Association (592) Gysbert Ruiter  250-788-2267  250-788-9729  pd592@bctf.ca Chilliwack Teachers' Association (33) Angela Woods  604-823-4408  604-823-2243  pd33@bctf.ca Comox District Teachers' Association (71) Lisa Pedersen-Skene    250-897-0487  pd71@bctf.ca Coquitlam Teachers' Association (43) Michael Galliford  604-464-8581  604-937-8045  pd43@bctf.ca Cowichan District Teachers' Association (65) Naomi Nilsson  250-748-2251  250-746-7849  pd65@bctf.ca Sabina Reska  250-743-6916  250-743-6915  pd65@bctf.ca Cranbrook District Teachers' Association (2) Carol Johns  250-489-4391  250-489-0600  pd02@bctf.ca Colette Grasdal  250-426-5241  250-426-6673  pd02@bctf.ca Creston Valley Teachers' Association (861) Melissa Feragotti  250-428-2051  250-428-2019  pd861@bctf.ca Delta Teachers' Association (37) Fiona Higgs    604-599-1786  pd37@bctf.ca Fernie District Teachers' Association (1) Linda Christenson  250-425-6666  250-425-6661  pd01@bctf.ca Sarah Larsen      pd01@bctf.ca Fort Nelson District Teachers' Association (81) Shirley Kenney  250-774-6941  250-774-6988  pd81@bctf.ca Fraser-Cascade Teachers' Association (78) Kathleen Koopman      pd78@bctf.ca Gold Trail Teachers' Association (74) Elizabeth Griggs  250-256-4274  250-256-4275  pd74@bctf.ca Golden Teachers' Association (18) Margaret Calladine  250-344-6317    pd18@bctf.ca Greater Victoria Teachers' Association (61) Lucinda Graf  250-727-0188  250-727-2079  pd61@bctf.ca Gulf Islands Teachers' Association (64) James Lightfoot  250-653-9223  250-653-2090  pd64@bctf.ca Haida Gwaii Teachers' Association (50) Autum Gates    250-626-3214  pd50@bctf.ca Monika Hausmann    250-626-3214  pd50@bctf.ca Kamloops Thompson Teachers' Association (73) David Comrie    250-377-2257  pd73@bctf.ca Kimberley Teachers' Association (3) Bethany Turcon      pd03@bctf.ca Craig Hillman  250-427-4827  250-427-7106  pd03@bctf.ca Kitimat District Teachers' Association (80) Katherine Johnsen  250-632-6174  888-539-4732  pd80@bctf.ca Michele Sutherland  250-632-2912  888-574-1126  pd80@bctf.ca Kootenay Columbia Teachers' Union (20) John Horcoff      pd20@bctf.ca Kootenay Lake Teachers' Association (862) Dennis Larcombe  250-229-4224  250-353-7434  pd862@bctf.ca Lake Cowichan Teachers' Association (66) Christine Rolls  250-748-0011  250-749-4030  pd66@bctf.ca Langley Teachers' Association (35) Sandy Ho  604-888-3033  604-888-2873  pd35@bctf.ca Mackenzie Teachers' Association (572) Amber Raycraft  250-963-7060  250-963-7381  pd572@bctf.ca Christa Barnes  250-997-6340  250-997-5075  pd572@bctf.ca Karen Chadha  250-997-6340  250-997-5075  pd572@bctf.ca Maple Ridge Teachers' Association (42) Suzanne Hall  604-463-6414  604-466-6265  pd42@bctf.ca McBride-Valemount Teachers' Association (573) Brian Hanson    250-566-4551  pd573@bctf.ca Jennifer L'Arrivee  250-569-2295  250-569-2620  pd573@bctf.ca Julia Howard  250-569-2295  250-569-2620  pd573@bctf.ca Mission Teachers' Union (75) Anna Heavenor  604-820-4587  604-820-9505  pd75@bctf.ca Mount Arrowsmith Teachers' Association (69) Denise Spencer-Dahl  250-248-3296  250-954-1734  pd69@bctf.ca Lesley Rowan  250-752-5651  250-752-8604  pd69@bctf.ca Nanaimo District Teachers' Association (68) Colleen Skipper  250-758-6892  250-758-2373  pd68@bctf.ca Michael Silverton    250-751-8840  pd68@bctf.ca Nechako Teachers' Union (56) Cindy Miller  250-996-7126  250-996-7708  pd56@bctf.ca Shawn Lank  250-699-6233  250-699-7753  pd56@bctf.ca Nelson District Teachers' Association (7) Monica Doyle  250-352-3186  250-352-3183  pd07@bctf.ca Tamara Martin  250-352-5538  250-352-3119  pd07@bctf.ca New Westminster Teachers' Union (40) Romeo Lavrencic  604-517-6316  604-517-6204  pd40@bctf.ca Sandra Lee  604-517-6090  604-517-6091  pd40@bctf.ca Nisga'a Teachers' Union (92) Charity Peal  250-633-2225  250-633-2669  pd92@bctf.ca Samantha Lambright  250-326-4206  250-633-2916  pd92@bctf.ca Sara Beardsell  250-633-2225  250-633-2669  pd92@bctf.ca North Okanagan-Shuswap Teachers' Association (83) Kyla Hadden  250-836-2831  250-836-2664  pd83@bctf.ca North Vancouver Teachers' Association (44) Maria Aiello  604-903-3750  604-903-3751  pd44@bctf.ca Okanagan Skaha Teachers' Union (67) Angela Seppola  250-770-7683  250-492-5981  pd67@bctf.ca Peace River North Teachers' Association (60) Jessica Dmytruk  250-793-9125  250-630-2323  pd60@bctf.ca Peace River South Teachers' Association (591) Angela Connelly    250-782-9604  pd591@bctf.ca Powell River District Teachers' Association (47) Wendy Adams  604-485-5660    pd47@bctf.ca Prince George District Teachers' Association (571) Glen Thielmann  250-562-9525  250-564-4875  pd571@bctf.ca Prince Rupert District Teachers' Union (52) Colleen Pudsey    250-627-1348  pd52@bctf.ca Marla Gamble    250-627-1348  pd52@bctf.ca Raegan Sawka  250-627-1536  250-627-1443  pd52@bctf.ca Princeton District Teachers' Union (17) Gordon Bibby  250-295-3218  250-295-7914  pd17@bctf.ca Mary Bell  250-295-3218  250-295-7914  pd17@bctf.ca Quesnel District Teachers' Association (28) Carlie Borrett  250-991-5566  250-991-5565  pd28@bctf.ca Revelstoke Teachers' Association (19) Stacey Grimm  250-837-2173  250-837-7164  pd19@bctf.ca Richmond Teachers' Association (38) Christian Matheson  604-668-6665  604-668-6569  pd38@bctf.ca Saanich Teachers' Association (63) Holly Mair  250-704-4972  250-479-9870  pd63@bctf.ca Sarah Windle  250-652-9261  250-652-2094  pd63@bctf.ca Sea to Sky Teachers' Association (48) April Lowe  604-898-3688  604-898-4706  pd48@bctf.ca SEPF (93) Alain Paquin  604-437-4849  604-437-9630  pd93@bctf.ca Linda Theriault  250-220-6010  250-220-6014  pd93@bctf.ca Monica Monus    604-214-9881  pd93@bctf.ca Sooke Teachers' Association (62) Brian Hotovy  250-474-1291  250-478-0738  pd62@bctf.ca Kristine Kosolofski  250-478-3232  250-391-9624  pd62@bctf.ca South Okanagan Similkameen Teachers' Union (53) Nicola MacNaughton  250-498-3468  250-498-0339  pd53@bctf.ca Stikine Teachers' Association (87) Alithia Gillies    250-771-4343  pd87@bctf.ca Andre Lagace    250-771-4343  pd87@bctf.ca Sunshine Coast Teachers' Association (46) Patrick McCallum  604-885-3216  604-885-7991  pd46@bctf.ca Surrey Teachers' Association (36) Anne McNamee      pd36@bctf.ca Stephen Anderson      pd36@bctf.ca Terrace District Teachers' Union (881) Karen Andrews  250-635-3115  888-456-3464  pd881@bctf.ca Upper Skeena Teachers (882) Jan Thorburn  250-842-5214  888-503-6959  pd882@bctf.ca Shirley Hobenshield  250-849-5484  888-594-2271  pd882@bctf.ca Vancouver Elementary School Teachers' Association (391) Allison Jambor      pd391@bctf.ca Patricia Gudlaugson      pd391@bctf.ca Vancouver Island North Teachers' Association (85) Sarah Soltau-Heller  250-949-6418  250-949-6485  pd85@bctf.ca Vancouver Island West Teachers' Union (84) Adam Barber    250-761-4234  pd84@bctf.ca Glyn Howell    250-934-6578  pd84@bctf.ca Vancouver Secondary Teachers' Association (392) Mary Filleul    604-713-5076  pd392@bctf.ca Vernon Teachers' Association (22) Robyn Ladner    250-545-7680  pd22@bctf.ca West Vancouver Teachers' Association (45) Rosemary Murray  604-981-1200  604-981-1201  pd45@bctf.ca Shannon Gray  604-981-1130  604-981-1131  pd45@bctf.ca Windermere Teachers' Association (4) Robyn Oliver  250-342-9213  250-342-4499  pd04@bctf.ca)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "#FunFriday Fact: #BC has the highest small business employment in Canada. October is Small Business Month! Check out: http://t.co/20bcLmlvFP" @bcliberals - 03:55pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141006,www.facebook.com,https://www.facebook.com/VancouverCBC/info?ref=page_internal,CBC Vancouver - About | Facebook Facebook logo Email or Phone Password Keep me logged in Forgot your password? Mobile Find Friends Badges People Pages Places Games Locations About Create Ad Create Page Developers Careers Privacy Cookies Terms Help Facebook © 2014 · English (US))
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/SocialJustice.aspx?id=17988&printPage=true,BCTF > LGBTQ workshops  	BCTF Social Justice  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Social Justice > Issues > LGBTQ LGBTQ Workshops The BCTF offers a variety of free workshops  to teachers that aim to develop skills to interrupt, address, and challenge homophobia and transphobia within our classrooms and school communities. The following workshops are available for booking through the BCTF. To request a workshop, please use the Faxback Workshop Request Form . Include alternate dates, if any. You may also contact Bonnie Quan Symons in the Training Department at 604-871-1857, or 1-800-663-9163 local 1857. She will determine availability of associates with a geographic match where possible. The specific workshops we offer are: Breaking the Silence: Understanding and acting on LGBTQ issues in schools Let’s talk! This three hour action oriented workshop will allow you to examine how negative myths and stereotypes about LGBTQ people impact all students, learn how to link oppressions when you teach, and develop effective strategies to make your school safer. You’ll work through case studies and develop short and long term interventions in dealing with specific cases of LGBTQ harassment. Practical lesson plans on how to address homophobic and transphobic name calling are part of this workshop. Find out how homophobia negatively impacts all students in your classroom and how you can educate your students to be change makers. From Silence to Action—supporting LGBTQ students and staff This is a new workshop which focuses on building capacity for secondary teachers to be allies in supporting LGBTQ youth within schools. There is a curricular integration component that helps teachers embed LGBTQ issues into their existing courses. Participants will work through real life scenarios that they might encounter in schools and develop concrete action plans for dealing with LGBTQ issues. This workshop is highly recommended for secondary schools wanting to create a school-wide action plan to reduce or prevent homophobia and transphobia from occurring and create an LGBTQ positive school climate for all students.)
(20141007,www.huffingtonpost.com,http://www.huffingtonpost.com/ashley-mackenzie/vertical/bignews,Something's Gone Terribly Wrong Oh, Noes! A 404! Tweet Feel free to continue to the Huffington Post » or)
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(20140925,bcparentinfo.ca,http://bcparentinfo.ca/resize.ack,Page Not Found - BC Parent Info    Learning Resources Student Achievement Parent Support Latest News Latest News Parent Support Student Achievement Learning Resources Questions about back to school? CLICK HERE Sorry! Page not found The page that you are looking for has either expired or does not exist. Please click on one of the links near the top to view the other pages of this website. You will now be redirected to the home page. Copyright Disclaimer Privacy Copyright Disclaimer Privacy)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/keithbaldrey?lang=ms,Keith Baldrey (@keithbaldrey) | Twitter Twitter Query sa paghahanap Maghanap sa Twitter Nai-save na paghahanap Tanggalin Beripikadong account @ Iminungkahing mga user Beripikadong account @ Beripikadong account @ Wika: Filipino Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Meron ng account? Mag-sign in Bago sa Twitter? Sumali Ngayon » Mag-sign in Telepono, email o username Password Mag-sign in Tandaan ako Nakalimutan ang password? Ginagamit mo na ba ang Twitter sa pamamagitan ng text message? Keith Baldrey Beripikadong account @keithbaldrey Mga Tweet 21.1K Mga Larawan/Mga Video 74 Sinusundan 1,827 Mga Tagasunod 19.8K Mga Paborito 82   Marami pa Mga Paborito Mga Listahan I-unmute si @keithbaldrey I-mute si @keithbaldrey Sundan Sinusundan I-unfollow Na-block I-unblock Naghihintay Ikansela Keith BaldreyBeripikadong account @keithbaldrey Political journalist for Global TV, British Columbia. Syndicated newspaper columnist for Glacier Media. Commentator on CKNW radio Keith.Baldrey@globalnews.ca Victoria BC Sumali noong Disyembre 2010 74 Mga larawan at mga video Mga Tweet Mga Tweet Mga Tweet at mga sagot Keith Baldrey @keithbaldrey  ·  3 hr Talking Petronas, Throne Speech and ledge session on @GlobalBC Noon News with @LynnColliar minutes from now! #bcpoli Sagot 0 sagot I-retweet Na-retweet 0 retweet Paborito Ginawang Paborito 0 paborito Marami pa I-embed ang Tweet Keith Baldrey @keithbaldrey  ·  4 hrs Petronas serves notice to BC govt. it wants lower taxes and less regulation by Oct. 31, or company will bail on LNG here. #bcpoli Sagot 0 sagot I-retweet Na-retweet 16 mga retweet 16 Paborito Ginawang Paborito 0 paborito Marami pa I-embed ang Tweet Keith Baldrey retweeted Globalnews.ca @globalnews  ·  6 hrs #Ebola: 5 reasons why an outbreak is highly unlikely in #Canada http://glbn.ca/CkYTs  #cdnhealth Tingnan ang buod Sagot 0 sagot I-retweet Na-retweet 3 retweet 3 Paborito Ginawang Paborito 1 paborito 1 Marami pa I-embed ang Tweet Keith Baldrey retweeted steve darling @stevedarling  ·  6 hrs Help us feed those in need on October 8th Global BC’s Thanks for Giving Food Bank Drive drop by the station with a donation. Sagot 0 sagot I-retweet Na-retweet 3 retweet 3 Paborito Ginawang Paborito 1 paborito 1 Marami pa I-embed ang Tweet Keith Baldrey retweeted Morgan Palmer @MorganKIRO7  ·  6 hrs A few words about El Niño and the upcoming winter in #Seattle and the Northwest. http://ow.ly/CkSWZ  pic.twitter.com/XoufnEPCuf Tingnan ang higit pang mga larawan at mga video Sagot 0 sagot I-retweet Na-retweet 4 mga retweet 4 Paborito Ginawang Paborito 3 paborito 3 Marami pa I-embed ang Tweet Keith Baldrey retweeted MLBcathedrals @MLBcathedrals  ·  6 hrs Color shot from Seals Stadium in San Francisco, 1958. #Giants first year on west coast. pic.twitter.com/bwHhgzieLD Tingnan ang higit pang mga larawan at mga video Sagot 0 sagot I-retweet Na-retweet 71 retweet 71 Paborito Ginawang Paborito 103 paborito 103 Marami pa I-embed ang Tweet Keith Baldrey retweeted Scott Robarts @srobarts  ·  6 hrs "Jase" epileptic lost male white lab/collie mix dog lost in #westvancouver. http://www.petsearcherscanada.com/jase-epileptic-lost-male-white-labcollie-x-with-ginger-coloured-ears-in-west-vancouver-hadden-dr-mathers-sept-26-2014/ … Sagot 0 sagot I-retweet Na-retweet 6 mga retweet 6 Paborito Ginawang Paborito 0 paborito Marami pa I-embed ang Tweet Keith Baldrey retweeted Globe BC @GlobeBC  ·  6 hrs Petronas CEO warns of 15-year delay to B.C. LNG project http://bit.ly/1q3V6vq  Tingnan ang buod Sagot 0 sagot I-retweet Na-retweet 3 retweet 3 Paborito Ginawang Paborito 2 paborito 2 Marami pa I-embed ang Tweet Keith Baldrey retweeted Kai Nagata @kainagata  ·  18 hr A dozen rollerbladers in dark clothing just charged across Island Highway in front of my vehicle. I nearly gave them a group Darwin award. Sagot 0 sagot I-retweet Na-retweet 7 retweet 7 Paborito Ginawang Paborito 8 paborito 8 Marami pa I-embed ang Tweet Keith Baldrey retweeted Pete Blackburn @PeteBlackburn  ·  18 hr This might be the hottest take I've ever heard: https://vine.co/v/OK5TtYVmZ7b  Tingnan ang higit pang mga larawan at mga video Sagot 0 sagot I-retweet Na-retweet 1,263 retweet 1.3K Paborito Ginawang Paborito 1,001 paborito 1K Marami pa I-embed ang Tweet Keith Baldrey retweeted Victoria BC Today @VictoriaBCToday  ·  19 hrs PHOTO: Race Rocks, middle island with sea lions, off Metchosin. I Love Vancouver Island Credit: Garry Fletcher http://fb.me/6O6kGr4TE  Sagot 0 sagot I-retweet Na-retweet 2 retweet 2 Paborito Ginawang Paborito 1 paborito 1 Marami pa I-embed ang Tweet Keith Baldrey retweeted Mid Island News @midislandnews  ·  19 hrs New NDP candidate has been selected to represent Nanaimo-Ladysmith in next federal election: @s_malcolmson from #Gabriola Sagot 0 sagot I-retweet Na-retweet 6 mga retweet 6 Paborito Ginawang Paborito 1 paborito 1 Marami pa I-embed ang Tweet Keith Baldrey retweeted FionaForbes @FionaForbes  ·  19 hrs Photo: Hey guys! Who wants to help me build a school in Haiti with @changeheroes and @FreeTheChildren ? I’m... http://tmblr.co/Zztd6s1SUAMRX  Tingnan ang larawan Sagot 0 sagot I-retweet Na-retweet 10 retweet 10 Paborito Ginawang Paborito 3 paborito 3 Marami pa I-embed ang Tweet Keith Baldrey retweeted Wil Boucher @wils_vancouver  ·  20 hr @HarbourAirLtd #harbourairlife #vancouver #lovemyjob #coalharbour #sunsetsunday pic.twitter.com/VRV2Fw0Xx7 Tingnan ang higit pang mga larawan at mga video Sagot 0 sagot I-retweet Na-retweet 9 mga retweet 9 Paborito Ginawang Paborito 12 paborito 12 Marami pa I-embed ang Tweet Keith Baldrey retweeted Heidi C @bibliosmartgirl  ·  Okt 5 Especially About Students:Why Are the Designations Disappearing?http://bcspecialed.blogspot.ca/2014/10/why-are-designations-disappearing.html … @keithbaldrey @CBCStephenQuinn @AndrewChangCBC #bced Sagot 0 sagot I-retweet Na-retweet 16 mga retweet 16 Paborito Ginawang Paborito 3 paborito 3 Marami pa I-embed ang Tweet Keith Baldrey @keithbaldrey  ·  19 hrs Giants Orioles! tracysherlock: @keithbaldrey yay Giants! All the way. Hoping for a Giants - Kansas City World Series...” Sagot 0 sagot I-retweet Na-retweet 0 retweet Paborito Ginawang Paborito 2 paborito 2 Marami pa I-embed ang Tweet Keith Baldrey retweeted Barry @BarryFawbear  ·  22 hr @keithbaldrey ave you been to Adams River this year? Tourists want to see salmon, not hike 5km through the bush! Sad! pic.twitter.com/nVXr9eImu4 Tingnan ang higit pang mga larawan at mga video Sagot 0 sagot I-retweet Na-retweet 1 retweet 1 Paborito Ginawang Paborito 2 paborito 2 Marami pa I-embed ang Tweet Keith Baldrey retweeted NorthVanMike @NorthVanMike  ·  21 hr @trukdryvr @keithbaldrey the humidity from the damp ground made it muggish. Tingnan ang usapan Sagot 0 sagot I-retweet Na-retweet 1 retweet 1 Paborito Ginawang Paborito 1 paborito 1 Marami pa I-embed ang Tweet Keith Baldrey retweeted Keith Maxwell @MaxontheCoast  ·  21 hr @keithbaldrey My theory - we're turning into Northern California. N California into S California. S California into desert. Tingnan ang usapan Sagot 0 sagot I-retweet Na-retweet 1 retweet 1 Paborito Ginawang Paborito 3 paborito 3 Marami pa I-embed ang Tweet Keith Baldrey retweeted Liberty-bk  @libertybk  ·  21 hr @keithbaldrey Ridiculously warm in Sunshine Hills, Delta as well :) not complaining one bit! Tingnan ang usapan Sagot 0 sagot I-retweet Na-retweet 1 retweet 1 Paborito Ginawang Paborito 0 paborito Marami pa I-embed ang Tweet Ang Twitter ay maaaring lumagpas sa kapasidad o nakakaranas ng panandaliang sinok. Subukan muli Bisitahin ang Twitter Status para sa karagdagang impormasyon. Isara Sinundan ni Keith Baldrey Huwag paIampasin ang anumang mga update mula sa Keith Baldrey Victoria BC · Baguhin © 2014 Twitter Tungkol sa Tulong Info ng Mga Ad Isara Mga Uso Mga nauusong ibinagay lamang para sa iyo. Ang Mga Nauuso ay nagbibigay ng isang kakaibang paraan upang mas mapalapit sa mga bagay na mahalaga sa iyo. Ang mga ito ay ibinase sa iyong lokasyon at kung sino ang iyong mga sinusundan. Baguhin Panatilihin ang ibinagay na Mga Nauuso. Kumuha ng mga Pandaigdigang Uso Tapos na I-dismiss Isara Nakaraan Susunod Isara Pumunta sa profile ng isang tao Nai-save na paghahanap Tanggalin Beripikadong account @ Iminungkahing mga user Beripikadong account @ Beripikadong account @ Isara Iretweet sa iyong mga tagasunod? Ikansela I-retweet Isara Sigurado ka bang gusto mong burahin ang Tweet na ito? Ikansela Burahin Isara I-block Ikansela I-block Magdagdag ng lokasyon sa iyong mga Tweet Kapag nag-tweet ka na may lokasyon, tinatandaan ng Twitter ang lokasyong iyon. Puwede mong i-switch on at off ang lokasyon tuwing bago mag-Tweet at laging may opsyon kang burahin ang location history mo. Dagdagan ang kaalaman I-on ang Lokasyon Hindi muna ngayon I-turn off ang lokasyon Isara Buod ng profile Isara Mga Listahan mo Isara Gumawa ng bagong listahan Pangalan ng listahan Paglalarawan Mas mababa sa 100 characters, opsyonal Pagkapribado Pampubliko · Maaaring sundan ninuman ang listahang ito Pribado · Ikaw lamang ang makakakita ng listahang ito I-save ang listahan Isara Isara I-embed ang Tweet na ito Idagdag ang Tweet na ito sa iyong website sa pamamagitan ng pagkopya ng code sa ibaba. Dagdagan ang nalalaman Hmm, nagkaroon ng problema sa pag-abot sa server. Subukan ulit? Isama ang pinakaunang Tweet Isama ang media Preview Isara Mag-sign up sa Twitter Wala sa Twitter? Mag-sign up, mag-tune in sa mga bagay na mahalaga sa iyo, at tumanggap ng mga update habang ang mga ito'y nangyayari. Meron ng account? Mag-sign in » Isara Maiikling code na balikan (pagpapadala at pagtanggap) Bansa Code Para sa mga customer ng Estados Unidos 40404 (kahit ano) Canada 21212 (kahit ano) United Kingdom 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM Haiti 40404 Digicel, Voila Ireland 51210 Vodafone, O2 India 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Indonesia 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » Tignan ang mga SMS short codes para sa ibang mga bansa Isara Kumpirmasyon)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11204,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2002 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 14, Number 4, Jan./Feb. 2002  Are you looking for a teacher exchange? Teachers are lifelong learners. And there is no greater experience in learning than living the culture, language, and customs of another country. The learning is enhanced even more by the opportunity to teach in another system—to share the best of what teaching is, and to adopt the best practices discovered there. For many years British Columbia teachers have been taking advantage of a teacher exchange program. In the year 2000, the Ministry of Education divested itself of the teacher exchange program. After research and enquiry, it mandated the Canadian Education Exchange Foundation to assume responsibility for and continue that valuable program. The Canadian Education Exchange Foundation (CEEF), a registered non-profit foundation, facilitates international and interprovincial exchanges for elementary and secondary school educators as well as students. CEEF fosters global perspectives by providing opportunities for teachers to broaden and strengthen their professional development and cultural awareness through exchange. Exchanges increase vision, nurture respect, tolerance, and appreciation of diversity, create world partnerships one person at a time for the benefit of all, and provide the opportunity to go beyond the scope of the school to learn about the wider world in which we live. Never has it been so important to practise, mentor, and model those beliefs. A teacher exchange is for one year. This involves trading teaching positions and accommodation. Teachers continue to be employed and paid by their own boards and retain all seniority and benefits. The foundation also facilitates school partner programs for groups of students and three-month exchanges for individual students. CEEF believes that the experience will revitalize you and your teaching. Participants seem to agree. "I had a marvellous year abroad on my exchange. You were right about the feeling lows and the wonderful highs. I will cherish the year for the rest of my life. The friends we made will be friends for life," writes Mary Bryson after a year in England. "There is no better professional development than experiencing a new culture. In our case, Shannon and I had a double exchange in Perth, Australia. We long to get back to the beautiful weather, the beautiful sandy beaches, and the many friends we have back in Perth. Shannon still corresponds with many of her friends, and I too exchange letters with some of my ex-students. Going on an exchange will change your life as you become a risk taker and experience a whole new way of life." These are the words of Jack Gair, past president of the B.C. Exchange Teachers’ Association. Teachers with five years teaching experience, the approval of their principal, and the endorsement of their school board are eligible for exchange. The initial matching process can be complicated. In some cases, it is done here, and in some cases, in the partner jurisdiction. Teaching assignment, accompanying family, and accommodation needs and preferences are taken into account. Deadlines for application have some flexibility, but in all cases, earlier is better. Applicants preferring Northern Hemisphere destinations should submit their forms by December 31. Those desiring the Southern Hemisphere should have their forms in by January 31. Most exchanges are negotiated and finalized between January and June. Once a potential match has been found, formal proposals with the partner’s file are sent for approval to the district office, then to the principal, and then to the applicant for the final say. E-mail has been a blessing in helping partners establish contact to work out all the logistical details of their myriad questions once the match is finalized. It has also allowed teacher applicants to do some searching on their own to locate a good possible match and thus increase their chances of success. It is becoming more common that applications are received with a notation that a potential partner has been identified by the candidate in a specific jurisdiction. Destinations  CEEF has teacher exchange agreements with Australia, Denmark, France, Germany, the Netherlands, New Zealand, the Republic of Ireland, Spain, Switzerland, the United Kingdom (Northern Ireland, Scotland, Wales, and England), and the United States. Interprovincial exchanges (except Quebec) can also be arranged. Source: For more information, contact Carol Wilkins, exchange officer, Canadian Education Exchange Foundation, 250 Bayview Drive, Barrie, ON L4N 4Y8, 705-739-7596, f: 705-739-7764, cwilk@ceef.ca, www.ceef.ca Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "October is #FosterFamilyMonth. Thank you #BC for opening your homes and hearts to more than 5,900 children and youth." @John_Yap - 11:14pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media last tweet "" @ - 12:00am Follow @ last post "" facebook/ - Jan 1st Like Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141007,www.huffingtonpost.ca,http://www.huffingtonpost.ca/news/bc-teachers-strike-2014/5/content/update/,B.C. Teachers Strike 2014: Pictures, Videos, Breaking News Using a mobile device? Go to m.huffingtonpost.com for huffpost mobile. Vancouver Christy Clark B.C. First Nations Gregor Robertson More Log in Create Account Notifications Profile Settings Logout Edition: CA BR Brasil CA Canada DE Deutschland ES España FR France IT Italia JP 日本 (Japan) KR 한국 (Korea) MG Maghreb UK United Kingdom US United States Region: BC All Canada Alberta British Columbia Québec (en français) Follow FRONT PAGE Politics Ford Still Doesn't Understand Racism52 Unvetted Judge Joins Supreme Court43 Kenney Posts Photos Of Iraqi Children To Make Case For ISIL Airstrikes94 Clinton: Canadian Help In ISIL Fight 'Indispensable'44 Canadians Left In A Fog Of War42 Go to Politics More in Politics The Pulse Stephen Harper You might also like US Politics UK Politics Business Porn Company Has A Raunchy Deal For Air Canada Pilots Sun News Just Lost Its Main Source Of Content; What Now?49 Canadian Cities Surprisingly Unpopular Destinations For Workers This Is How You Rack Up U.S. Roaming Charges While In Canada14 Look What China Might Actually Build47 Go to Business More in Business Small Business Money You might also like Tech TechCrunch Autoblog WorldPost Spanish Nurse First To Contract Ebola Outside West Africa526 It's Been 3 Weeks Since Anyone's Seen Kim And Rumors Are Swirling97 3 New Findings On ISIS Weapons That You Should Know About39 Kurds Face Massacre In Syrian Border Town As Turkey Just Watches335 American Held Hostage By ISIS: 'I Am Obviously Pretty Scared To Die'70 Go to WorldPost More in WorldPost Foreign Affairs World Elections Arab Uprising Afghanistan War Syria Crisis You might also like Travel Impact Living 100 Pumpkin Carvings That Will Inspire You Fried Maple Leaves Are A Delicacy In Japan, And We're Jealous WATCH: HuffPost Readers School Us On Toronto's Real Must-Eats Toronto Dubbed Fourth Most Livable City In The World 33 Signs You Live In Liberty Village Go to Living You might also like Healthy Living Food Recipes Divorce Women Parentdish Green Post50 Weddings Style Best Halloween Costumes For Men And Women Most Offensive Products In Retail JLaw Goes Topless For Vanity Fair Bridesmaid Dresses You'll Wear Again Canadian Model Coco Rocha Is Pregnant! Go to Style More in Style Beauty Fashion Celeb Style Entertaining and Etiquette Stylelist Canada Wedding Style Home Style You might also like Style (U.S.) Weddings Stylelist Canada Entertainment '7th Heaven' Star Reportedly Confesses To Child Molestation On Tape433 Beyonce & Nicki Minaj Are Straight Up 'Flawless' In Paris Performance19 Jennifer Lawrence Breaks Her Silence On Nude Photo Hack Kendra Wilkinson Gets Candid About Those Cheating Rumors18 Ryan Phillippe Relives A Special Moment He Shared With Reese Witherspoon Go to Entertainment You might also like Music Celebrity TV Moviefone Arts The Glamorous History Of Pin-Up Like You've Never Seen It Before Here Are A Bunch Of F*cking Delightful Artsy Cat Photos. You're Welcome. This Is What It Really Looks Like To Be A Modern Day Nun New Animation-Inspired Art Show Will Make You Yearn For Saturday Morning Cartoons Go to Arts You might also like Books Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Religion Alberta 20 Puppies Found Abandoned In Field Mystery 'GPO Girl' Turns Up In Calgary Anti-Abortion Postcard Targets Tory MP.. Again26 Major Saskatchewan Train Derailment Dozens Of Dead Cats Found, Another 62 Euthanized Go to Alberta More in Alberta Alberta Politics Alberta Business Alison Redford Calgary Edmonton British Columbia B.C. Teen Killed By Train Was Wearing Headphones, Texting: RCMP14 Pastafarian Loses B.C. Driver's Licence Over Holy Colander Anthem Singer's Fall Is Lesson In Showmanship Elderly Asian Women Attacked In Vancouver Lawyers Of Convicted Surrey Six Gangsters Want Mistrial Go to British Columbia More in British Columbia B.C. Politics B.C. Business Christy Clark Vancouver ALL SECTIONS News Canada Politics Canada Business US Politics US Business World Media Sports Education Crime Weird News Good News Daily Finance Entertainment Entertainment Music TV Celebrity Comedy Art Books Moviefone Life & Style Living Style Home Healthy Living Taste Weddings Travel Parents Divorce Huff/Post 50 Marlo Thomas OWN Tech & Science Tech Science Green Techcrunch Engadget TUAW Joystiq Voices Impact Women Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Religion College Teen Local Quebec (French) Calgary Montreal Ottawa Toronto Vancouver Winnipeg Mapquest Patch.com Our Mobile Apps iPhone iPad HuffPost Live iPad Android Phone Android Tablet British Columbia B.C. Politics B.C. Business Christy Clark Vancouver rss of this page Like 45 featured blog posts B.C. Teachers' Strike Vote: I Shouldn't Have To Make This Choice I'm being asked to vote on whether to strike in order to show that these things matter to me, when that shouldn't even be a question.... I'm stuck under that horrid rock of emotion, bound by financial stress, drained colleagues, and confused kids. Ashley D. MacKenzie High School Teacher     The Student Who Was Lost, A Casualty Of Christy Clark's Cuts You should have been walking across the stage this week at commencement, along with all your peers who started school with you in 2001. You should have been with them, celebrating the end of 13 years of schooling. You had been with them, all excited at the start. But by the end of your Grade 1 year, it became apparent that learning was not going to be easy for you. Lizanne Foster Teacher Hey B.C. Students, Let's Talk About Your Walkout I'm not saying "do" or "don't" walk out. You're rational beings. You have your own brains. You can make your own decisions. And I can't physically stop you from exiting a building. Most of you are bigger than me by the end of Grade 8, anyway. But I do hope that you make informed choices. That you really understand what you're doing and why you're doing it. Ashley D. MacKenzie High School Teacher I'm Calling For A Parents' Strike. You In? We, the citizens and taxpayers of B.C., are both the consumers of and investors in the education system. It's a bit like being the dealer and the player at a high stakes poker game. You'd think the odds were in our favour, but no. This particular high-staked game is rigged and the deck is stacked against us. But if every gambler just walked out, there wouldn't be much of a casino to run, now would there? Louise Wallace Mother, Blogger, Designer, Optimist Why I'm Still A Teacher After 20 Years I will continue to do my job because I believe in these children. I will do my best to speak a word of encouragement or direction to each and every one of the 27 sweet faces in my room while I strategically try to give those five or more children that are struggling the extra time they so desperately need. It is getting harder and harder to do, but I will continue to do it. Because I am a teacher. That's my calling. Carla Friesen Teacher   What Happens After A Teachers' Strike, From A Student's Perspective The end of the 2005 strike didn't stop some teachers from bringing their feelings into the classroom -- and into the curriculum. One teacher spent most of a class criticizing the government for limiting senior teachers to a certain level of income. She even went so far as to go over her her personal finances on the whiteboard. Maybe she had a point -- but who were we to know? We were a bunch of 15-16 year old kids. Ramesh Ranjan Digital Marketer, Blogger, Community Activist Dismissed: A Parent's View Of The B.C. Teachers Strike So today's word, boys and girls, is dismissed. Dismissed from the process, dismissed from the conversation, dismissed from the opportunity. That's how I feel as a parent and that's how I feel for my kids who tomorrow will return, temporarily at least, to school. Louise Wallace Mother, Blogger, Designer, Optimist A Kindergarten Student Told Me Teachers Are 'Lazy, Greedy' A kindergarten student actually said this to me the other day: teachers are lazy and greedy for money and that's why teachers are going on strike. She is five years old, and probably parroting what others have said to her outside of school. Caroline Cho Teacher Dear Parent Of The Average Child: One B.C. Teacher's Confession Your child is wonderful. She is always at school on time, does her homework almost every day, works well on her own, and is patient with those around her. I really wanted to go tell your daughter how proud I was of her, of the work she was doing today. I was about to, but... Genevieve Hawtree Grade 1 Teacher B.C. Teachers, School Boards Need Counselling Because They Sure Can't Get A Divorce Let's focus on an arbitrated contract that will get us through the next two to three years, but keep the mediator around for that period and require all three parties continue meeting until they can reconcile their differences and drastically improve the quality of their negotiations. Adam Olsen Interim Leader, BC Green Party B.C. Teachers Strike 2014: What Are Parents Supposed To Do? As a parent, I am just. So. Tired. When my daughter began school in 2011, we spent a year of uncertainty as job action took place and the threat of strikes loomed. Both sides dug in and, it seemed, no end was in sight. Three years later and, frustratingly, not much has changed. Melissa Carr TheThirtiesGrind.com We Lose When B.C. Government Listens To Bond Raters Over Citizens What effect has this "free market" driven economic policy had on public services in B.C.? You don't have to look further than your local school board struggling to identify yet further cuts to the programs and services that once made the system the strongest in the world. Susan Lambert Past President, B.C. Teachers' Federation I'll Tell You Why B.C. Teachers Are Willing To Strike The climate of confrontation and conflict imposes a dreadful toll on teachers. Some say why don't we just give in? Why not simply teach under whatever conditions the government constructs in public schools, collect our pay checks and go home? Susan Lambert Past President, B.C. Teachers' Federation B.C. Education Minister Trying To Rewrite History Of Teachers' Contract I appreciate current B.C. Education Minister Peter Fassbender was not involved in 2012, but his recent assertions that government was fully committed to, and even responsible for, the success of the contract negotiations are inconsistent with my experience. Melanie Joy School Trustee Sides Must Bargain Hard To Resolve Teachers Dispute: Clark Quick Read | Comments (11) | 07.27.2014 Rotating Teachers' Strikes Could Be First Of Many: Union Quick Read | Comments | 07.26.2014 'To Rush To Legislation Is Not Where We're Going To Go' Quick Read | Comments | 07.25.2014 Last Chance Passes To Avoid Rotating Teachers' Strikes Quick Read | Comments | 07.23.2014 B.C. Teachers' Contract Dispute Isn't Going Well Quick Read | Comments | 07.22.2014 Province Responds To Planned Strikes With Pay Cuts Quick Read | Comments | 07.21.2014 Schedule Of Rotating Strikes Quick Read | Comments | 05.29.2014 B.C.Teachers To Start Rotating Strikes Quick Read | Comments (43) | 07.20.2014 Gov't Ditches 10-Year Teachers' Deal Quick Read | Comments | 07.15.2014 Over 600 Coquitlam Teachers Being Laid Off Quick Read | Comments (11) | 07.08.2014 Teachers Wage Demands Will Hurt B.C.'s Credit Rating: Negotiator Quick Read | Comments | 06.25.2014 B.C. Teachers' Contract Negotiations Stalled Quick Read | Comments | 06.24.2014 B.C. Teachers Issue Strike Notice Quick Read | Comments (56) | 06.17.2014 B.C. Teachers Vote In Favour Of Strike Quick Read | Comments | 05.26.2014 About B.C. Teachers Strike 2014 Public teachers in British Columbia began rotating strikes in May 2014 which also included a partial lockout by the provincial government. It escalated to a full-scale walkout a month later as part of a bitter ongoing contract dispute. The sticking points are pay, class size and composition, and classroom support. A mediator walked out on exploratory talks a few days before the scheduled start of the 2014/15 school year, declaring the two sides too far apart to attempt mediation. Most Popular Whk00puh5k%2Bp%2FYVDIhQElYbiYJ7l%2BGrIFNmGT9XZrMc%3D ldmCcif%2FLlEpeCpvWnQdBL6uPgmTwBztX8Pvtt25%2BpM%3D exABQjIsjdWHWO96CaCs4EzuGVnbhGskyxYg%2Bc8ioXI%3D 1 of 3 B.C. Teachers Strike 2014: Gov't Won't Impose Settlement, Says De Jong 3 Comments A Teacher's Appeal To BC Liberals Of Conscience 54 Comments B.C. Teachers Strike 2014: Union Hopes For Mediation In August 2 Comments B.C. Teachers' Strike News Could Come Just Days Before Scheduled School Year 0 Comments Are B.C. Teachers Preparing To Strike? Quick Read | Comments | 05.26.2014 Teachers Strike Vote Begins Quick Read | Comments | 05.26.2014 Teachers' Strike Vote Called Quick Read | Comments (12) | 05.26.2014 Pages:   1 2 3 4 5 Advertise | Make HuffPost your Home Page | RSS | Careers | FAQ User Agreement | Privacy | Comment Policy | About Us | About Our Ads | Contact Us Copyright © 2014 TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. | "The Huffington Post" is a registered trademark of TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. All rights reserved. Part of HPMG News)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=16784&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2008 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 2, October 2008  Class-size and class-composition contest By Larry Kuehn Name the most ridiculous reason for certifying that a class is “appropriate for student learning.” This is a contest to find the most inappropriate reason given by a principal for putting more than 30 students in a class. Section 76.2 of the School Act requires that the principal must provide, within 15 days after the school opening day, a report on the proposed organization of classes that is “appropriate for student learning.” Section 76.3 of the School Act requires that the superintendant must provide on or before October 1, a report to the Board and DPAC that includes “a rationale for the organization of any class in the district that has more than 30 students.” The report must indicate that the organization of classes “is, in the opinion of the superintendent, appropriate for student learning.” Surely the intent of these requirements is to ensure that school and district administrators actually make a decision that every class with more than 30 students is really “appropriate for student learning,” not just organized for administrative convenience. The rationales provided in the reports required by law should speak to the needs of students, ensuring that the learning conditions are appropriate for all the students in the class. Some of the rationales provided in district reports last year included. Blank (no rationale given). Childcare worker. Two peer tutors. Other than student choice, there really isn’t a particular rationale. No alternative—all sections filled. No other classes available to put students into. Given the school demographics and financial resources available, the learning conditions in this class are appropriate. Some districts used a fill-in-the-blanks list of seven items. In one district—”Timetabling considerations” was used more than 350 times. Suitable instructional grouping of students (62 classes on one district use this rationale or a slight variation of it). Academic needs of the students are best met in this class (76 classes are given this identical rationale). Tell us if you think you were given a more ridiculous reason by the principal for the claim that more than 30 students is “appropriate for student learning.” Entries (without identification) will be published in a future issue of the Teacher. Send your entry to contest@bctf.ca. – Larry Kuehn)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/SalaryAndBenefits.aspx?id=20266,BCTF > Living with Balance  	Salary & Benefits  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers Aboriginal Education  Bargaining & Collective Agreements  Français  Health & Safety  New Teachers  Opportunities for Members  Pensions Professional Development  Professional Rights & Responsibility  Provincial Specialist Associations  Salary & Benefits  Teachers Teaching On Call  Teaching Resources  For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Salary and Benefits > Health & Wellness Program > Living with Balance Living with Balance A six-week group program for teachers We are excited to announce our new Living with Balance group program for BC teachers.  This program has been initiated by the BCTF Health and Wellness Program and developed by the Occupational Rehabilitation Group.  There are a select number of BC communities where this program will be offered this year. Living with Balance is a group workshop, which typically runs for two hours once per week.  It focuses on developing tools and skills related to improving one’s vitality and resiliency. Our holistic approach to wellness will equip teachers to make simple lifestyle changes that will positively affect their physical, mental, and emotional well-being. This six-week group program will provide opportunities for: education, self-evaluation, and examining the importance of maintaining life-style balance discussing the importance of nutrition; exercise; sleep managing symptoms of low mood, anxiety, and stress; boundaries and managing conflict learning strategies that increase awareness of factors that contribute to fluctuations in mood as well as methods to manage them reviewing proven techniques used to improve self-esteem and self-confidence, and manage stress and low mood defining what work-life balance means to each of us and what happens when our roles collide, having good boundaries is often attributed to having clear values discussing how to be intentional, creative and assertive when you need to be learning the importance of social connections and community in building long-term wellness, understanding that social isolation is a significant health risk factor. For more information: poster   current districts and schedule   Program registration: via online application form  via print application   About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/issues/resources.aspx?id=11596&printPage=true,Learning Assistance – Student Interview  	Untitled Page  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Issues in Education > Inclusive Education > Teaching to Diversity Learning Assistance – Student Interview Name: Age: Birth date: Grade: Teacher: Date: 1. Family members 2. Previous grades (where?) 3. Best year at school (why?) 4. Least favourite year (why?) 5. What's the best part of school now? 6. What parts of school are most difficult for you? 7. What changes would you make to make school better? 8. What will you be when you are older? 9. What changes would make any part of your life better? Favourite activities:      with friends:      family activities:      by yourself: 10. If you had three wishes: 11. Who are your favourite peers/friends (why?) 12. Who are your favourite adult friends (why?) 14. What do you think I could do that would be helpful to you? 15. Other comments:)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7110,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 1, September 2005 October is Women's History Month: Women and war by Jane Turner The national theme for Women’s History Month this year is "Women and war: Contributions and consequences." In the middle of the occupation of Palestinian territory, with rubble, bullets, suicide bombers, and curfew constant companions, women are growing flowers and herbs in tin cans and glass jars on their window ledges. The women don’t work their plots of land anymore; mostly because the fields don’t exist or they are on the other side of the Israeli wall. But the desire to create a bit of beauty or to have flavour in the food they prepare still exists. In Israel, women still go to the market, clean their homes, and send their children to school. Like their Palestinian sisters, they don’t know if their children will come home safely to them, but they still send them off each day. Not because they don’t care, but because life must be lived. These daily acts of courage, hope, and defiance in the face of the chaos that surrounds them have been replicated by countless millions of women throughout history. But these acts, these things that define us as a civil society are not the foundations of written history. It is the opposite—war, death, and destruction that form the basis of the pages written to record our past and present and as such, most likely defines our future. Women’s lives have been played out amidst the backdrop of peace and war, economic booms and busts. Bringing order to chaos created by men in power or by those few women who have gained power by acting like men, has been the lot of women everywhere. Perhaps if these acts of bravery, like gathering wood in the Sudan to keep cooking fires going, despite the risk of being raped or killed by raiding bands of men, formed the basis of our history texts we might be able to change our future to one of peace and civility. In June 2006, Vancouver will play host to the first World Peace Forum. The vision that gives rise to the forum is a world where war and violence are things of the past. Just as we have changed our culture from one where smoking was cool and doctors advertised the healthful benefits of tobacco, the World Peace Forum wants to build on the efforts of those who are working to make war obsolete. In October, Women’s History Month, we can contribute to that goal by focussing on the role women have played in promoting peace and creating a world that sustains life, instead of destroying it. Take your students to the library and have them google "women working for peace." There is a whole history out there waiting to be discovered. Jane Turner is an assistant director in the BCTF’s Professional and Social Issues Division. Resources Status of Women Canada web site www.swc-cfc.gc.ca. Ashton Garrison Military Museum, Saanich, has an extensive collection of the Canadian Women’s Army CorpsB.C., including the collection of CWAC founder, Joan Kennedy. For information, call 250-363-8340. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=10074,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 3, Jan./Feb. 2003 New role as trustee by Pam Hachey John Stafford, of Fraser Lake, retired from 36 years of teaching in June 2002. In November 2002, he was elected school trustee, defeating a long-time trustee, Brian Malchow, who had served as board chair and vice-chair previously. Stafford taught his entire career in Fraser Lake Elementary Secondary School. His first years were in Grades 6 and 7, and then in industrial education (woodwork, drafting) and career programs (work experience). Stafford was an active BCTF/ Nechako Teachers’ Union member and held NDTA/NTU positions, including Pro-D chair, treasurer, and bargaining chair. He served on many local committees, was PSA contact/chair for industrial education, and also attended the BCTF AGM. In the community, Stafford served as a councillor for the Village of Fraser Lake for 13 years, served on local health board, library board, and the winter games board. As a teacher, Stafford coached volleyball, soccer, and basketball at FLESS for many years, and was known as a local basketball refereee for more than 20 years. John Stafford had for some time planned to become a trustee upon retirement. He has a plan for how he would like to approach his new role in education. "I hope to improve the idea that all groups involved in education co-operate. This includes teachers, administration, boards, unions, BCTF, BCSTA, BCPSEA, and the provincial government. My feeling is—together and unified we can make improvements—fractured and self-serving, we will not. I support a trades program for Grades 10-12 students that includes work experience and college or trade-school credit. I support equity for smaller/rural districts and schools. I strongly support keeping community schools open. I support general improvements in literacy and numeracy, as well as improving success of First Nations Students. I support extra-curricular sports, clubs, events, and programs as a very important part of the educational system. I support more parental/community involvement in our schools and in the education of their children." In his new role in education, John Stafford looks forward to continuing to learn and to make a difference. Pam Hachey is an elementary school counsellor in Vanderhoof and a member of the Teacher Newsmagazine Advisory Board. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet ""Everyone laughed when I said I wanted to open a button store" http://t.co/4AVIQWDBfB #smallbiz #entrepreneur" @naomiyamamoto - 06:39pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bcpsea.bc.ca,http://www.bcpsea.bc.ca/bc-teachers/teacher-collective-bargaining/bargaining-archive-2006/VPalmer-PTill.aspx,Vaughn Palmer joins Philip Till to discuss BCTF negotiations  Vaughn Palmer joins Philip Till to discuss BCTF negotiations Philip Till, CKNW, 7:10 AM, May 23, 2006 Transcript Philip Till: The teachers have been offered just over 8% over four years with a signing bonus of about $3,700. The Teachers’ Union come back and says no, that’s insulting. But, for the equally important school staffers who are the support staff, about 25,000 of them, that seems like a pretty good deal. So, why is one good for the goose and not for the gander, Vaughn? Vaughn Palmer: The teachers inhabit a different universe from the rest of us, Philip. I think even from the other unions in the public sector – CUPE, Canadian Union of Public Employees, School support staff, they’re not a pushover. They announced this deal on the weekend and it comes with an asterisk, Philip. CUPE locals actually bargain at the district level. What they’ve done here is try to get a framework to cover the whole province and then tell their local unions to go ahead and bargain your local issues. Still, it looks like a pretty good deal and it’s right there with a lot of the other public sector settlements. As you said, it’s 8.2% compounded over four years. So, 2% a year. The bonus for a full-time member of CUPE is $3,700, and there’s extra money in there for some other stuff. The union website lists all this, but I made it to be about $20 million over the four years for things like upgrades for the skilled trades; additional pay for some classifications, training, apprenticeship, long-term disability. So, a good settlement, given what these unions have been getting over the last few years. Teachers, they’re still asking 26% over three years. Phillip Till: Three times as much. Vaughn Palmer: Three times as much, and a fair-costing of the benefits that they’re asking for. And the only costing we’ve gotten is from the government side. The union hasn’t challenged any of this. 24%, again, over the three years. So, it just tops the scales at just a little over 50% over three years – a different universe, as I said Philip. And I haven’t heard the Teachers’ Union make the case that they deserve three times as much as the clerical staff. Philip Till: Question then… Vaughn Palmer: Yes? Philip Till: Where do we go from here? Are we just heading up to the brick wall – we’re back to mediators. Vaughn Palmer: Okay, yeah we get a report on June 1st from the mediator, Irene Holden. She’s an associate of Vince Ready; she’s monitoring the talks. Well, first of all they go back to the table tomorrow and maybe they’ll work something out. If they don’t, by June 1 we get the report from the mediator. She says where they agree and where they don’t agree and then there’s still a month left for the parties to go to the government or go to Vince Ready and say look, will you recommend a settlement here? So, there’s still a few reels to go in this movie, and we may still get a deal. Everybody else in the public sector seems to be able to bargain this year, so maybe the teachers can as well. Teachers Overview Teacher Collective Bargaining Teacher Bargaining Bulletins Bargaining Archive 2006 Bargaining Archive 2011 Collective Agreements Collective Agreement Administration Bulletins Workplace Safety Benefits Buying Group Media Facebook Twitter LinkedIn YouTube RSS Feeds Teachers Teachers Support Staff Exempt Staff Publications Learn and Connect Resources About Us Home Members Login Contact Us Sitemap Contact BCPSEA Address: 400-1333 West Broadway, Vancouver BC V6H 4C1 T: 604.730.0739 F: 604.730.0787 EMAIL: contact.us@bcpsea.bc.ca © 2014 BC Public School Employers' Association. Cancellation and Refund Policy | Privacy Policy | Terms and Conditions Vancouver Web Design  by Graphically Speaking)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141007,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/FassbenderMLA/status/328225968047128576?screen_name=FassbenderMLA&screen_name=FassbenderMLA&id=328225968047128576&id=328225968047128576,Peter Fassbender on Twitter: "Amazed by the stunning colours and fabrics at last night's event in #SurreyBC #Fleetwood #bcpoli http://t.co/HyNwzm6MBJ" Twitter Search query Search Twitter Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Language: English Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Have an account? Sign in New to Twitter? Join Today » Sign In Phone, email or username Password Sign in Remember me Forgot password? Already using Twitter via text message? Follow Following Unfollow Blocked Unblock Pending Cancel Peter FassbenderVerified account ‏ @FassbenderMLA 27 Apr 2013 Amazed by the stunning colours and fabrics at last night's event in #SurreyBC #Fleetwood #bcpoli pic.twitter.com/HyNwzm6MBJ Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet 12:15 PM - 27 Apr 2013 Don’t miss any updates from Peter Fassbender © 2014 Twitter About Help Ads info Close Flag this media This has already been marked as containing sensitive content. Flag this as containing potentially illegal content. Submit Cancel Learn more about flagging media Dismiss Close Previous Next Close Go to a person's profile Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Close Retweet this to your followers? Cancel Retweet Close Are you sure you want to delete this Tweet? Cancel Delete Close Block Cancel Block Add a location to your Tweets When you tweet with a location, Twitter stores that location. You can switch location on/off before each Tweet and always have the option to delete your location history. Learn more Turn location on Not now Turn off location Close Profile summary Close Your lists Close Create a new list List name Description Under 100 characters, optional Privacy Public · Anyone can follow this list Private · Only you can access this list Save list Close Close Embed this Tweet Add this Tweet to your website by copying the code below. Learn more Hmm, there was a problem reaching the server. Try again? Include parent Tweet Include media Preview Close Sign up for Twitter Not on Twitter? Sign up, tune into the things you care about, and get updates as they happen. Have an account? Sign in » Close Two-way (sending and receiving) short codes: Country Code For customers of United States 40404 (any) Canada 21212 (any) United Kingdom 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM Haiti 40404 Digicel, Voila Ireland 51210 Vodafone, O2 India 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Indonesia 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » See SMS short codes for other countries Close Confirmation)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=22919,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 23, Number 6, April 2011     Public opinion supports teachers’ bargaining objectives By Nancy Knickerbocker   Here’s some good news, folks! Almost nine out of ten British Columbians (87%) believe it is important that BC teachers have a contract that protects learning conditions such as class size and composition, including almost six in ten who regard such a contract as very important. In addition, 84% of British Columbians believe it is very (57%) or somewhat (27%) important that the right to negotiate such aspects of their working lives should be restored to teachers. These were among the extremely heartening results of a province-wide survey of adult British Columbians recently undertaken by Viewpoints Research for the BCTF. “Here we see that parents and citizens understand that the right to full and free collective bargaining for teachers results in better learning conditions for students,” said BCTF President Susan Lambert. Between February 2 and 12, 2011, Viewpoints researchers interviewed 803 BC residents, a sufficient number to get a very accurate reading of the population. This poll has a margin of error of plus or minus 3.3%, 19 times out of 20. “The BCTF often uses polling research to gain a clear understanding of public opinion on a wide range of issues pertaining to public education and labour rights, and to inform our outreach to parents and the public,” Lambert said. “These results show us that British Columbians understand why teachers are speaking out about the deteriorating teaching and learning conditions in our schools.” Four in ten British Columbians believe the quality of public schools has gotten worse (27%) or much worse (12%) in the past 10 years. Just 13% of British Columbians feel the quality of education is better now than it was 10 years ago. Among those respondents who believe education has improved, 44% credit teachers for the improvement. Among those who believe the quality of education has gotten worse, 68% blame the provincial government. Asked to identify the biggest problem with public education today, 28% said a lack of funding and resources. Half as many people mentioned too many students per class or class size (14%) as being the biggest problem. Asked specifically about education funding, seven out of ten British Columbians said they believe funding for public schools is too low. Approximately one in five (21%) think it is about right, while only 2% believe it is too high and 7% said they are unsure. “We are deeply concerned about the impacts of a decade of underfunding on students’ educational opportunities and teachers’ professional morale,” Lambert said. “Now we know parents and the public are also concerned.” Another important result to note is that almost two out of three British Columbians believe there are too many students per class in BC schools (64%). Only 28% think that class size is about right, 2% think there are too few students per class, while 7% are unsure. The study also revealed that British Columbians are concerned about cuts in services to students with special needs, and the impact of those cuts on class composition. Almost seven out of ten respondents (69%) said they are concerned about reductions in the number of resource teachers working with students who have learning problems and need extra help. Public school teachers continue to enjoy very high credibility and respect among the public. Almost nine out of ten British Columbians have either a very (30%) or somewhat (58%) favourable feeling about BC public school teachers. Asked about education priorities for the new BC Premier, 70% of respondents said the government should rehire learning assistance and resource teachers, school counsellors, teacher-librarians, and ESL specialists. Even more important in the minds of British Columbians is returning civility and stability to the education landscape, the survey found. Ensuring more co-operation with teachers, parents, school boards, and other education partners should be the top education priority for Premier Christy Clark’s government, according to almost eight out of ten (79%) respondents. Respondents also identified as high priority restoring funding to programs to improve graduation rates among Aboriginal students (61%) and stopping school closures (54%). The survey found that a majority (58%) of British Columbians support teachers’ right to strike, with one-quarter strongly supporting this right. The poll also showed strong support for local bargaining. Almost six in ten British Columbians agree with the BCTF’s position that negotiations should take place between local teachers’ associations and school boards because it will “mean that more unique solutions to local issues can be developed instead of relying on blanket solutions for the whole province.” Thirty-six percent agree with the government’s position that “negotiations should take place at the provincial level because education is provincially funded and dealing with issues in this way will ensure equality for students across the province.” Four percent of respondents said it depends, while 3% are unsure what they think. The survey also asked British Columbians about BC teachers’ salaries in comparison to teachers in other provinces. Almost two out of three respondents agree (63%) that teachers in BC should move from eighth-highest, back to third-highest paid in Canada. Almost three in ten (28%) disagree that salaries should increase to that level, while approximately one in ten (9%) are not sure. For detailed graphs illustrating these results, go to: www.bctf.ca/BargainingAndContracts.aspx?id=23159.   Nancy Knickerbocker is the BCTF’s media relations officer.   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=12544,BCTF News Releases  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources   For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development News Release Archives 2014  2013  2012    2011 2010  2009  2008 2007  2006  Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2007 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE June 8, 2007 A victory for workers’ rights “The Supreme Court of Canada has issued one of the most important decisions in Canadian labour history by declaring, for the first time, that collective bargaining rights are protected by the Charter of Rights,” says Jinny Sims, President of the BC Teachers’ Federation (BCTF).  “It’s a major victory for workers’ rights in Canada.” The BCTF was granted intervener status in this case and its arguments played a substantial role in the court’s precedent-setting decision.  BCTF president Jinny Sims says, “This ruling serves notice that the BC Liberals can no longer impose laws to suit their own needs, rather than the needs of the public they serve. Today, workers throughout Canada have been given assurances that their right to bargain a collective agreement is enshrined in the charter and cannot be taken apart at the whim of government.” Sims says the BCTF joins the Hospital Employees’ Union in calling for a moratorium on the layoffs that are currently under way in the healthcare sector.  “Bill 29 was bad legislation and the government must stop the layoff of healthcare workers.” This latest legal ruling against the BC government proves the Liberals intentionally interfered with the rights of employees in the collective bargaining process. “This government is no friend of the labour movement,” says Sims, “the Supreme Court of Canada joins the International Labour Organization in pointing out the legal inadequacies of BC’s legislation.  It’s time the Campbell Liberals begin to repair the damage they have inflicted on Canada’s reputation through their flaunting of domestic and international labour laws.” The Supreme Court of Canada ruling overturns earlier rulings that excluded collective bargaining from charter protection.  In today’s decision, the court found that, “previous rulings do not withstand principled scrutiny and should be rejected.” The BCTF is studying the ruling to look at the impact it will have on the teaching profession. -  30  - For more information, contact Yvonne Eamor, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell). Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11180,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2002 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 14, Number 4, Jan./Feb. 2002 TOC call-out systems by Darryl Smolik Call-out systems affect the daily lives of teachers on call. Two call-out systems operate in the province: random automated call-out (computer initiated), or personal call-out (initiated by teacher, secretary, or principal). Each system has its advantages and drawbacks, either offering or denying teachers on call the opportunity to work. The first system, the random automated call-out, is computer operated and is often a preferable system when a teacher on call is hired onto a school district’s TOC list. Random selection provides a variety of work situations for all TOCs. Work experience is gained by teaching different subjects, to different grades, in different schools, and for different teachers. Because that system is computer operated, it may be manipulated or monitored for statistical information or other purposes. It is basically a fair system because there is little or no room for favouritism. Some systems allow for personal requests (a teacher or a principal may specifically request a certain teacher on call). The practice is questionable. When a teacher bypasses the random function of the automated call-out system and personally requests a particular TOC, he/she affects other teachers’ right to work. He/she is, in fact, acting as the employer. The practice denies new, existing, or inexperienced teachers the right to work. On the other hand, when specific teaching qualifications apply, does the random system allow for the "best" person to be called? Students may respond better to a TOC with whom they are familiar. This is what many teachers prefer, especially those who have a "difficult" class where familiarity is a significant factor to a successful and productive day for their students. The second system, the personal call-out system, works well in such a situation. However, personal call-out can also be unfair and inequitable. In order to be called, are new TOCs expected to "get acquainted" with the staff of different schools, to familiarize and/or advertise themselves to the teachers, administrators, and office staff? Teachers on call are professionals—a unique body of teachers who fulfill an important job. They often have as much education and experience as contract teachers—sometimes more. Their skills in both behaviour and classroom management are well known. As well, they teach a wide variety of subjects to a variety of grade levels in a variety of situations. What they teach, whom they teach, and where they teach enrich their professional experience. However, when they teach depends upon the call-out system. The insecurity of not knowing when they work not only denies teachers on call personal and professional esteem but also limits their pay (and pension contributions) as well as their insurable hours for Employment Insurance claims. Fairness in the call-out system determines their career and personal success. Waiting for the phone to ring, paying for call-forwarding, or carrying a cell phone, TOCs arm themselves with as many tools as possible to get a call for work. This is part and parcel of being TOCs who manage to arrive to schools on time, ready for their day. The call-out systems, whether automated or personal, seem to be finding TOCs to fill a vacancy. Darryl Smolik is a teacher on call, Nakusp School District. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=6916&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 7, May/June 2006 Don’t experiment with science by John Gillingham As a science teacher, what I like about television shows like the three CSIs and even House is that they help to clarify what it means to be a scientist. Not surprisingly, when I discuss science teaching with people outside the profession they think it’s a complete "no-brainer" that science students should be doing experiments. After all, what better way to learn the skills of the practicing scientists than to engage in activities that mimic their work. I believe this ideal of science learning is well received because it appeals to our sense that "we learn by doing." I am writing this letter because the B.C provincial government (perhaps unknowingly) has started down a path that will seriously hinder the efforts of science teachers to move toward "experiment-centred" curriculum. How have they done this? There is no simple way to answer this, but it begins with the Science 10 final exam. You may or may not be aware that the BC Science 10 final exam is a rigorous test that covers all aspects of an overly encompassing curriculum. What happens when you try to make teachers "accountable" by using this type of test? Teachers start to do all the things you would expect them to do when the goal is to "cram in knowledge." They write more notes on the board, hold more discussion (with pre-determined questions), handout more worksheets and assign more textbook questions sacrificing hands-on activities, new modes of experimentation, and problem-solving investigations. The teacher talks and the students listen. Memorization is emphasized over experimental inquiry-instead of using a microscope, students study the graphics of one. In essence, students are taught to know about science, but not the skills that foster natural inquiry. Do I have anything to back up my claim that the Science 10 provincial exam has the power to blight experiments from classrooms? When I met with the Science 10 teachers (at the school that my students feed into) they basically told me that 80% (or more) of the laboratory experiments they had been doing, were chopped out in order to focus more on the Science 10 exam content. One teacher, in particular, described how he recently went against the routines of "cram it in" by trying to fit in some "old" labs only to see his provincial exam scores suffer. In his words "they could build beautiful parallel and series circuits but they could not write the test." It is not surprising to me that the BC government has started to turn the curriculum against science investigations and experiments. They have never asked the right people the right questions, so they do not know how to move science teaching in a progressive direction. The fact that they act with self righteousness, moving forward without care of the consequences, giving no indication at all that they are really going to listen to any teacher concerns, is sickening. I have said that the BC Science 10 exam was the staring point that will undermine the pursuit of experiment-based science teaching in this province. Bludgeoning the science IRPs (as they have begun to do) will also set us back. I think science teachers should aspire to teach young people the investigative skills of scientists. The curriculum should be a resource guide that helps teachers find originating experiences (science investigations). The knowledge taught to students should be acquired for the purpose of aiding the conscious act of inquiry—anything less, trivializes the knowledge. I have one parting statement to make about the BC Science 10 exam and tests in general. Tests are part of the snap shot that helps to measure student learning—it takes students time to learn how to study for and write tests, so they need to write them. In a subject area like math, the exam validly tests for the requisite skills, but in science, tests can only measure the memorization of knowledge. They cannot and do not measure scientific ability—if you believe otherwise, then you have it all wrong. Jim Gillingham teaches at Mount Slesse Middle School, Chilliwack. Source: Letters to the editor, The Chilliwack Times  )
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/PEA-newsletter.aspx,Public Education Advocates Newsletter  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development PEA newsletter archives 2013-14  2012-13  2011-12    2010-11  2009-10    Home > Publications > Newsletters and Alerts > Public Ed. Advocates Newsletter > 2013-14 Archive Public Education Advocates Newsletter September 6, 2013, Issue #1 A fair deal for teachers—better support for kids BCTF supports CUPE K–12 bargaining Truth and Reconciliation Commission events What can you do? “A fair deal for teachers—better support for kids”   Jim Iker, in his opening address to the BCTF Summer Conference on August 23, reiterated his message loud and clear. He called on the government to scrap the 10-year sound bite and to put their minds to real bargaining that offers the necessary resources and solutions for teachers and students. Bargaining will resume after October 3, when the court case regarding the remedy for Bills 28 and 22 is completed. The BCTF is seeking a remedy that properly addresses the stripping of our collective agreements and our right to collective bargaining. BCTF supports CUPE K–12 bargaining: Government must step up   Most of BC’s non-teaching school board employees are CUPE members. CUPE collective agreements expired over a year ago. As the union that represents these workers, CUPE is calling on the provincial government to bring the necessary resources to the bargaining table in order to negotiate a fair deal. Although negotiations have been “stop-and-start”, CUPE is back at the bargaining table this week. Education Minister Peter Fassbender recently indicated that the province will not provide school boards any additional funding to cover the costs of newly negotiated collective agreements with CUPE workers. This will leave cash-strapped boards again in the position of having to make further cuts to budgets already stretched to the breaking point by more than 10 years of underfunding. In August, BCTF local representatives attending the Summer Representative Assembly in Kamloops unanimously passed two recommendations. Delegates called upon the government to negotiate with CUPE in good faith and to fully fund any negotiated settlement. As well, the delegates expressed solidarity with CUPE and support for its efforts to conclude a negotiated collective agreement. British Columbia Truth and Reconciliation Week, September 16–22  For more than 120 years, thousands of Aboriginal children in British Columbia were sent to Indian Residential Schools funded by the federal government and run by the churches. They were taken from their families and communities in order to be stripped of language, cultural identity, and traditions. Canada’s attempt to wipe out Aboriginal cultures failed. But it left an urgent need for reconciliation between Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal peoples. The City of Vancouver is the first municipality in Canada to proclaim June 21, 2013 to June 20, 2014 as the Year of Reconciliation.   The Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada (TRC) is holding its BC National Event from September 18 21, 2013, at the Pacific National Exhibition site in Vancouver. On Education Day, Thursday September 19, 2013, visiting school groups will see cultural performances and films, visit artisans and other displays, and witness survivor statements,sharing circles, and more. Reconciliation Canada will host activities before and after the TRC BC National Event, including: Lighting the Fire of Reconciliation, September 16, 8:00 a.m., Ambleside Beach, West Vancouver. A sacred fire will be lit to symbolize the commencement of Reconciliation Week. All Nations Canoe Gathering, September 1, 9:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m.,False Creek VancouverPaddlers will start from Kits Point to the Olympic Village. People-powered crafts will join traditional canoes in a welcome ceremony to Coast Salish lands.  Walk for Reconciliation: A New Way Forward, September 22, 9:00 a.m., Queen Elizabeth Plaza, Vancouver. From Queen Elizabeth Plaza to Creekside Park. Bringing Canada’s many cultures to walk a path together in a shared commitment to reconciliation. Be a part of the National Journey for Healing and Reconciliation! All gatherings are open to the public and admission is free.  What can you do?  Send a message encouraging the provincial government to properly fund agreements with both teachers and other staff in the public education system. Write your MLA or your school board chair. Speak out for increased investment in public schools. Visit the CUPE BC website for updated information, including a television and radio campaign in support of CUPE members who keep BC schools clean, safe, and inclusive. Visit the Reconciliation Canada events website to get details on all the events associated with British Columbia Truth and Reconciliation Week. Ask others to join our Public Education Advocacy e-mail list to read about the issues and get involved. Check out our Facebook page and become a friend. Join us on Twitter.  Our easy-to-read pamphlet The numbers tell the story clearly highlights the loss of teachers and specialists, the worsening student-educator ratio, and the increased numbers of students with special needs. Visit Better Schools BC for a close look at the BCTF plan for quality public education. Email Facebook Twitter Permanent Link Friend of public education? Join our e-mail list to read about the issues and get involved. About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8990&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, Number 2, November/December 2003 Ten years of rehabilitation by Elizabeth MacKenzie The BCTF Teacher Rehabilitation Program, offered by the Salary Indemnity Plan, is entering its tenth year of operation for the teachers of British Columbia. The 2003 BCTF AGM received a report from the independent firm of AON Consulting. AON surveyed members and presidents in the program and audited the data. There was a high level of satisfaction with services provided and value to individuals. Major issues raised by the participants, and AON’s recommendations on those issues are outlined below: 1. The Teacher Rehabilitation Program is known to the local presidents, the school district officials, and other designates, but it may not be universally known among teachers prior to participation in the program. One member suggested the following: "Give more information to make it known that this program exists. I heard about the program from a friend I was sharing my fears with (she happened to be a staff rep and directed me to get more info)." Recommendation: Launch a communication campaign on the Teacher Rehabilitation Program and make it known that members may do self-referrals. 2. In the eyes of the disabled teacher, the rehabilitation counsellor plays the lead role, and there is a direct correlation between the effectiveness of the rehabilitation counsellor and the member’s perception of the program. Most (86%) of the participants expressed satisfaction with their rehabilitation counsellor. A member writes: "My rehab counsellor was tremendously supportive and provided me with a ‘voice’ that I was unable to do myself." Another appreciated the support: "My counsellor helped me enormously by listening, encouraging, breaking down daily tasks into small manageable portions. She never expressed doubts about me or my ability to overcome or be well and happily working again." Recommendation: Secure further improvement on rehab counselling services; continue to run training seminars for all the counsellors with the Teacher Rehabilitation Program; implement and monitor performance measures for the counsellors. 3. A high percentage (78%) of respondents to the survey agreed that the program is effective in returning people to work. Gradual work re-entry and classroom follow-ups were greatly appreciated by those who returned to work. One member responded, "the best thing she (rehabilitation counsellor) did for me was to introduce me to the phased back to work progress. I love teaching and would have been devastated not to be able to return to work, but I had never been able to start full time." Recommendation: Continue with the existing return-to-work model for teachers. 4. Teachers agreed that the services were appropriate to their needs. One member replied to the survey that, "The rebab counsellor assisted me with all aspects including talking to my AO so I didn’t have that additional stress. The equipment I needed to return was in the classroom when I returned and my gradual return plan had already been negotiated." Some members responded that they would like peer support groups to assist in working though their illness; others expressed concern about the confidentiality of the process. Recommendation: Set up peer support groups and communicate them clearly to members. Ensure confidentiality issues are addressed with the local union and board representatives in the rehabilitation committee meetings. 5. A great majority (82%) of the participants felt it was worth the effort to participate in the program. Presidents who were surveyed also gave strong support for the local involvement. One teacher commented that "I am very pleased to have participated in the BCTF rehab program. I feel the outcome was very good for my students and very good for me." Another wrote, "The BCTF needs to continue this program. Too many teachers need help in coping with the extreme stress in the school system." The following quotation from a survey participant is indicative of how the program serves members: "Without the rehab program, I would most likely not be working and either on LTD permanently or perhaps dead... Rehab encourages me to look for other therapies, supports me when the thought of life with pain seems unbearable, liaisons with all members of my team and most importantly provides a well developed rehab plan, so I am still able to work, which is such a source of joy for me." The Income Security Committee and the SIP Teacher Rehabilitation Program staff are addressing all recommendations from the AON survey and report, and they will take recommendations to the BCTF Executive Committee. History The B.C. Teachers’ Federation Salary Indemnity Plan funds a Teacher Rehabilitation Program (TRP) as a component of the disability services provided to teachers throughout the province of British Columbia. The TRP began in 1993 as a five-local pilot project with 17 districts providing control information. Based on the success of the pilot, the 1999 BCTF AGM passed motions to expand the program across the province. Under the terms of the program, teachers who are on sick leave and short- or long-term disability, as well as those who need support in dealing with their medical needs, may be referred to a rehabilitation consultant. The rehabilitation service providers working together with BCTF staff and local/district committees will develop and implement a program of medical and work-related rehabilitation assistance for the member. The TRP, currently offered in 41 districts, covers 85% of the eligible teachers in the province. Another 7 districts are expected to join this year, bringing the coverage to 95% of teachers. Elizabeth MacKenzie is the BCTF’s SIP teacher rehabilitation program co-ordinator.)
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(20141003,thetyee.ca,http://thetyee.ca/News/2013/05/06/BC-Liberals-Tax-Shifts/,BC Liberals' 12 Years of Tax Shifts, Explained | The Tyee About Advertise Follow Support RSS Topic Aboriginal Affairs BC Election 2013 BC Politics Education Energy Environment Federal Politics Film Food Gender + Sexuality Health Housing Labour + Industry Local Economy Media Municipal Politics Music Photo Essays Podcasts Politics Rights + Justice Science + Tech Transportation Travel Urban Planning + Architecture News Culture Opinion National MediaCheck Solutions Join Craving crack civic election coverage? Help fund it... News BC Liberals' 12 Years of Tax Shifts, Explained Gordon Campbell was swept in on tax cuts, hounded out on HST. By Doug Ward, 6 May 2013, TheTyee.ca   Tweet BC Liberals pledged tax cuts would lead to more jobs and investment, but data isn't conclusive. BC Election 2013: Big Issues Explained The Rise of Independent Power Producers, Explained BC's Fight Against Climate Change, Explained A 'New Era' in BC Education, Explained The Pipeline Plan that Rattled BC, Explained BC's Poor Poverty Record, Explained BC Liberals' 12 Years of Tax Shifts, Explained HST Casts Long Shadow over May Election The tax is officially dead, and so are the BC politics that spawned it. Voters Turning Back HST Teach Key Lessons Now we'll see if BC's government and business leaders are listening. BC Has Plenty of Room to Raise Taxes Next time someone says we can't, here are debunking facts. Read more: BC Politics, BC Election 2013 On his first day in office 12 years ago Premier Gordon Campbell slashed B.C.'s personal income tax rate across the board by 25 per cent -- a far-reaching move that defined his arrival in office, just as another tax measure, the ill-fated Harmonized Sales Tax, decided his premature exit. While dramatic tax cuts had been promised during the 2001 election, few people expected they would be so extensive, including Martyn Brown, Campbell's chief of staff. Brown said recently that he was "quite astounded" to learn that the deep cuts would apply to every tax bracket. The reductions meant that personal income taxes in B.C. went from being close to the national average to being the lowest in the country for most brackets. Campbell also reduced the corporate income tax rate and eliminated the corporate capital tax. To B.C. Liberal supporters, the tax cuts made B.C. a new Mecca for investment. Their storyline, which continues to this day, was that the tax reductions revived the provincial economy after an era of sluggish growth under the NDP in the '90s. To the NDP and the political left, the tax cuts were a boon to high-income earners and corporations, failed to deliver the promised economic gains and left Victoria with significantly less money to address critical social needs. Seth Klein, director of the B.C. office of the Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives, a left-wing think tank, said that if B.C. collected the same amount of personal income tax revenues as a share of GDP as other provinces, the province would have $2.4 billion more every year. Former B.C. Liberal strategist Brown was initially worried that the tax cuts were so broad that they would force government spending reductions and spark serious opposition. "I was a most nervous Nelly because of what it obviously inferred for spending cuts that I knew would invite much more longer-term political pain than any short-term gain those cuts might offer." Indeed, B.C.'s public sector became one of the smallest in the country as a percentage of the provincial GDP. Campbell faced union protests after he slashed some public sector labour agreements. The anger helped the NDP win back its base after the debacle of the 2001 election in which it was reduced to two seats. Income tax cut results 'hard to quantify': Brown Looking back, Brown has no regrets about the tax cuts, despite the political polarization that followed. "The argument that the BC Liberals made was that tax cuts work to create more wealth, that creates more revenue, that stimulates the economy instead of penalizing wealth creation," said Brown. "I still strongly believe that's true." Brown added that having the lowest personal income tax in Canada for all income levels up to $120,000 gave B.C. a competitive edge, "although it is tough to quantify its positive economic impacts." Critics on the left argue that it is, in fact, possible to quantify the impact and that the data doesn't show that the tax cuts delivered the investment spike promised by Campbell. "The tax cuts certainly helped the bottom line of companies and were a huge boon to upper-income earners," said the CCPA's Klein. "But if you are looking for an indication that it altered our jobs growth or investment in machinery and equipment, you won't find it." A B.C. Business Council decade-by-decade review of the provincial economy, released in late 2012, found that average GDP growth was greater in the '90s under the NDP than in the '00s under the BC Liberals. Investment in machinery and equipment was also greater under the NDP in the '90s than under the BC Liberals in the next decade. However, growth per capita, each individual's share of the growth, was greater under the BC Liberals than the NDP. The point, according to tax cut critics, is that there is no clear-cut evidence that the reductions significantly benefited the B.C. economy. Dix not eager to raise middle-class taxes The CCPA's Klein said the data found in the B.C. Business Council report shows that economic growth in this province has less to do with tax policy than with global markets. "We are a small export-oriented economy, so how we perform in GDP tracks much more with what happens with international commodity prices for our exports than with who holds power in Victoria." Indeed, the B.C. Business Council report, in analyzing the differences in decades, makes no mention of taxation, instead stating that "as a small, open economy external circumstances (such as commodity prices, strength of the U.S. and Asian economies, interest rates, economic conditions in other parts of this country) are important factors in B.C.'s economic performance. For Brown, the NDP's current reluctance to repeal the cuts if it wins the election, except for those earning over $150,000, is proof that slashing taxes in 2001 was a smart move. "No one wants to hike income taxes that now sit at levels far below what we all used to pay in past decades." NDP Leader Adrian Dix has said "I don't think there is any room for income-tax increases on the middle class." CCPA's Klein said Dix's refusal to jack up tax rates stems from his fear of voter anger rather than from any new-found belief in low tax rates. Klein believes that Dix has been too cautious on taxes. He noted that the NDP leader's plan to boost taxes on those earning over $150,000 and to raise the corporate tax rate to 12 per cent has only sparked a "collective yawn" from B.C.'s wealthy and its top corporations. Klein said further tax hikes on the wealthy, say those making over $200,000, could be leveled by the NDP, while leaving overall tax rates still low compared to the rest of Canada. Former B.C. Liberal strategist Brown similarly said that "there may be room to further adjust personal income taxes on upper income earners without fundamentally reversing the significant gains they and all taxpayers got with Campbell's successive series of income tax cuts, which reduced all taxpayers' provincial income tax by about 37 per cent." Rise of regressive taxes For the left, the tax cuts were part of an overall shift under Campbell to a more regressive tax regime. Personal income taxes, the most progressive form of taxation, fell while other more regressive taxes such as MSP premiums and sales taxes rose as a share of overall tax revenue. And perhaps the most controversial part of the broad tax switch, though perhaps not the most substantive, was the HST, which accelerated the shift in the tax burden away from business and onto individuals. The HST harmonized B.C.'s seven per cent provincial sales tax with the federal GST to create a single 12 per cent tax starting in mid-2010. As Brown chronicles in his e-book Towards a New Government in British Columbia, the handling of the HST was a "colossal failure" because the new tax never gained broad public acceptance, or what the BC Liberal strategist calls "social license." The HST was "interpreted as a betrayal of trust," wrote Brown, because it was introduced shortly after an election in which the tax was rejected by the BC Liberals and never became an issue. "Many British Columbians still believe that they were deliberately deceived by a party that did not divulge its true intentions in the election," wrote Brown. The Campbell government said it adopted the HST strategy after the election because it quickly faced mounting deficits caused by the deep recession. Ottawa made the HST scenario even sweeter by offering a one-time payment of $1.6 billion. HST 'clearly a tax shift': Brown But the public never bought Campbell's explanation that the business tax relief provided by the HST would make B.C. more globally competitive. As Brown wrote, the public opposed it "because it was so clearly a tax shift that took more money from their pockets to facilitate lower taxes for business." A citizens' revolt led by an unlikely leader, former Social Credit premier Bill Vander Zalm who had been forced to resign in disgrace, eventually forced the BC Liberal government to put the HST to a referendum. A slight majority voted in favour of killing the HST, and Victoria eventually reinstated the GST/PST system. But not before Campbell quit office in November 2010. The premier who made tax relief so central to his vision was hounded from office because of a tax shift that increased the average British Columbian's tax burden. Looking back at the introduction of the HST, Brown wrote: "If anyone had suggested to me that that would be the death knell for premier Campbell, and very likely, for his party, I would have told them they were dreaming in Technicolor." Read more: BC Politics, BC Election 2013 Veteran B.C. political reporter Doug Ward is a member of The Tyee's B.C. Election 2013 reporting team.   Tweet What have we missed? What do you think? We want to know. Comment below. Keep in mind: Do: Verify facts, debunk rumours Add context and background Spot typos and logical fallacies Highlight reporting blind spots Ignore trolls Treat all with respect and curiosity Connect with each other Do not: Use sexist, classist, racist or homophobic language Libel or defame Bully or troll Troll patrol. Instead, flag suspect activity. Please enable JavaScript to view the comments powered by Disqus. comments powered by Disqus VIEW: Voting for your principles is 'strategic voting' Petition opposes BC's 'potential muzzling' of non-profits More troubles for BC's big LNG plans Tirade at Tyee by immigration minister's top aide analyzed tweet by tweet Government slow to respond to FOIs? No need to tell Bob Mackin Converting ferries to LNG will save money, reduce fares: CEO BC gov't takes 'step backwards' on information requests, report title hints Will Scottish independence bid spur talk of Irish reunification? See more » Tyee Video Picks Submitted by Tyee staff, 1 Oct 2014 Citizen drone captures scale of Hong Kong protests. Where do these videos come from? From you. Suggest one here! Most Popular BC Filmmaking Duo Passes the Acid Test In Vancouver and Seattle, Winding down the War on Drugs Our Best Shot at Fighting Ebola ISIS Threat: Let's Refuse to Be Scared We Must Heed Naomi Klein's Call Tyee Nets Seasoned Community Builder Climate Warriors Must Forge Stronger Alliances, Now Most Emailed We Must Heed Naomi Klein's Call China Deal Trumps Province, First Nations on Energy Projects: Treaty Expert With FIPA, Harper Shows There's More than One Way to Skin a Constitution Dianne Watts, You Seemed So Smart Six Steps to Protect Canadians from Flaws in China Trade Deal Proposed Law Exposes BC Non-Profits to Attack Can We Fix the Climate by Being More Like Hawaii? More troubles for BC's big LNG plans | The Hook, A Tyee blog. The 10 Commandments of Ebola BC Cities Demand Review of Thermal Coal Exports Reported Elsewhere Bill C-13 moves ahead, despite claims Supreme Court already killed it (via The Huffington Post) Canada's CEO-to-worker pay gap among the worst in the Western world (via Press Progress) SaskPower unveils world's first carbon capture coal plant (via The Globe & Mail) Girls-only HPV vaccinations are unfair, say New Westminster sixth graders (via The Province) IOC outraged that Oslo has pulled out of bid to host 2022 Games (via Business Insider) Former top official says Kim Jong-un is no longer in control of North Korea (via Vice News) Can former sex partners influence an offspring's traits? (via Newsweek) Yes, online relationships are real (via The Atlantic) See more » Your BC: The Tyee's Photo Pool Join The Tyee's Flickr group » View previous selections » Most Commented We Must Heed Naomi Klein's Call (297 comments) Six Steps to Protect Canadians from Flaws in China Trade Deal (126 comments) 'The Environment Is the Economy': MP Weston (100 comments) 'Innovation' Is Everywhere, But What Does It Mean? (95 comments) ISIS Threat: Let's Refuse to be Scared (64 comments) With FIPA, Harper Shows There's More than One Way to Skin a Constitution (181 comments) Dianne Watts, You Seemed So Smart (55 comments) Climate Warriors Must Forge Stronger Alliances, Now (48 comments) BC Jobs Growing Half as Fast Since Clark's Plan Launched (41 comments) Lock Up High-risk Sex Criminals Forever (39 comments) About The Tyee National Pool Contributors Advertise Contact Funding Jobs Master Classes Privacy Policy Submissions Support The Tyee News Culture Opinion National Mediacheck Solutions Video Publications Tyee News Weekly Archives The Hook Other BC Blogs Reported Elsewhere Steve Burgess Murray Dobbin Michael Geist Crawford Kilian Rafe Mair Andrew Nikiforuk Shannon Rupp Bill Tieleman Dorothy Woodend Follow The Tyee Subscribe by email Subscribe by RSS Tyee Mobile App Managed Hosting by Gossamer Threads × Share article via email Send this article to: Your email address: Your message: Would you like to receive The Tyee's headlines free by email? Yes, every day. Yes, once a week. I already subscribe. No, thanks. Submit Show form again » Close)
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(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/bctf/status/512824948058898433,BCTF on Twitter: "Engagement of teachers, parents and the public on defending #bced has been amazing. Let's continue working together! #bced" টুইটার অনুসন্ধান অনুসন্ধান টুইটার খুঁজুন সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ ভাষা : বাংলা. हिन्दी Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন টুইটার-এ নতুন ? আজই যোগদান করুন » সাইন ইন করুন ফোন, ইমেল বা ব্যবহারকারীর নাম পাসওয়ার্ড সাইন ইন আমাকে মনে রাখুন পাসওয়ার্ড ভুলে গেছেন? ইতিমধ্যে আপনি কি টেক্সট বার্তার মাধ্যমে টুইটার ব্যবহার করছেন? অনুসরণ অনুসরণ করা কর্মসমূহ:অনুসরণ না করা অবরুদ্ধ অবরোধ মুক্ত মুলতুবি বাতিল BCTF ‏ @bctf ১৯ সেপ্টেম্বর Engagement of teachers, parents and the public on defending #bced has been amazing. Let's continue working together! #bced প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট পুনঃটুইটগুলি ১২০ প্রিয় ১০০ ৯:৪৬ অপরাহ্ণ - ১৮ সেপ্টেম্বর, ২০১৪ Kaiser ‏ @kg_kaiser ১৯ সেপ্টেম্বর @bctf Thank you Jim and the team. All of you have my respect. সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট NikkiStrong ‏ @NicoleS57 ১৯ সেপ্টেম্বর @bctf a long hard road fought by the bargaining team-rest now! সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Deanz ‏ @charleyjasper ১৯ সেপ্টেম্বর @bctf Jim Iker you have rocked it!! Thank you so much.. I really don't know how you've done it... but it's done. Get some rest!!! সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Sultry Divine ‏ @Mitch_Connor__ ১৯ সেপ্টেম্বর Reply to @bctf সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Rhona ‏ @rcmech ১৯ সেপ্টেম্বর @bctf thank you bargaining team, hope you all can now enjoy a break! সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Valerie Holbech ‏ @Val_Holbech ১৯ সেপ্টেম্বর @bctf Shame on BCTF! Holding children as ransom. Costing hardworking teachers their wages....all for what? A crappy deal. Oh and engagement সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Vanessa Cowley ‏ @CoquitlamVaness ১৯ সেপ্টেম্বর @bctf This has only just begun. Wake to carry on the fight in new arenas tomorrow. সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Sarah ‏ @SarahWieler ১৯ সেপ্টেম্বর @bctf but nearly 10,000 teachers didn't vote? What does that say about their engagement? সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Mama Bear ‏ @MamaBea90634351 ১৯ সেপ্টেম্বর @bctf As yr employers(we r tx payers in PRIVATE SECTOR) compared 2 OUR hours, wrkplace,NO BENEFITS/PENSION, BCTF have NOTHING TO WHINE ABOUT সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট J Cale ‏ @TWEETsoSWEET888 ১৯ সেপ্টেম্বর " @bctf Engagement of teachers, parents and the public on defending #bced has been amazing. Let's continue working together! #bced" #cdnpoli সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট BCTF থেকে কোন আপডেট মিস্ করবেন না © 2014 টুইটার সম্বন্ধে সহায়তা বিজ্ঞপ্তি তথ্য বন্ধ মিডিয়াটিকে চিহ্নিত করুন এটি ইতিমধ্যে সংবেদনশীল কন্টেন্ট ধারণকারী হিসাবে চিহ্নিত হয়েছে। পতাকা তুলুন এটি সম্ভাব্যরূপে অবৈধ বিষয়বস্তুর ধারণকারী হিসেবে। সমর্পণ করা বাতিল মিডিয়াকে চিহ্নিত করা সম্পর্কে আরো জানুন খারিজ বন্ধ পূর্ববর্তী পরবর্তী বন্ধ একজন ব্যক্তির প্রোফাইলে যান সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ বন্ধ আপনার অনুসরণকারীদের এই পুনঃটুইটটি পাঠাবেন? বাতিল পুনঃটুইট বন্ধ আপনি কি নিশ্চিত যে এই টুইট মুছে দিতে চান? বাতিল মুছে ফেলুন বন্ধ রোধ করন বাতিল রোধ করন আপনার টুইটসমুহে একটি অবস্থান যুক্ত করুন যখন একটি অবস্থানের সঙ্গে আপনার টুইট করেন, টুইটার সেই অবস্থান সংরক্ষণ করে। প্রত্যেক টুইটের আগে আপনি আপনার অবস্থান চালু / বন্ধ করতে পারেন, এবং যে কোনও সময় আপনি আপনার অবস্থানের ইতিহাস মুছে ফেলতে পারেন। আরো জানুন অবস্থান চালু করুন এখন নয় স্থান বন্ধ করুন বন্ধ প্রোফাইল সারসংক্ষেপ বন্ধ আপনার তালিকাসমূহ বন্ধ একটি নতুন তালিকা তৈরি করুন নাম তালিকা বিবরণ 100 অক্ষরের কম, ঐচ্ছিক তালিকাসমূহ:গোপনীয়তা সাধারণ · যে কেউ এই তালিকা অনুসরণ করতে পারেন ব্যক্তিগত · শুধুমাত্র আপনিই এই তালিকায় প্রবেশ করতে পারবেন তালিকা সংরক্ষণ করুন বন্ধ বন্ধ এই টুইট স্থাপিত কর আপনার নীচের ওয়েবসাইটে কোডটি অনুলিপি দ্বারা এই টুইট যোগ করুন * আরও জানুন হুম, সার্ভারে পৌঁছনোর একটি সমস্যা ছিল। পরে আবার চেষ্টা করবেন? প্রকৃত টুইট অন্তর্ভুক্ত করুন অন্তর্ভুক্ত মিডিয়া প্রাকদর্শন বন্ধ টুইটারে নিবন্ধন করুন টুইটারে নেই? নিবন্ধন করুন, আপনির পছন্দের বিষয়গুলির সাথে যুক্ত হন, এবং তাদের বিষয়ে হালনাগাদ পান। একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন » বন্ধ দুটি উপায় (প্রেরণ এবং গ্রহণ) শর্ট কোড: দেশ কোড গ্রাহকদের জন্য মার্কিন যুক্তরাষ্ট্র 40404 (যে কোন) কানাডা 21212 (যে কোন) যুক্তরাজ্য 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM হাইতি 40404 Digicel, Voila আয়ারল্যান্ড 51210 Vodafone, O2 ভারত 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance ইন্দোনেশিয়া 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » অন্য দেশসমুহের এসএসএস সংক্ষিপ্ত কোড দেখুন বন্ধ নিশ্চিতকরণ)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9820,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept./Oct. 2002 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 1, Sept./Oct. 2002 Educational excerpts   B.C.’s education minister can’t or won’t say how many schools failed to re-open today across the province VICTORIA—B.C’s education minister can’t or won’t say how may schools failed to re-open today across the province. Christy Clark says it’s not up to her or the provincial government to make those decisions. Clark was a guest at the opening of a re-defined school in suburban Victoria. Clark was asked repeatedly how many schools were not re-opening their doors today. She ducked the question, saying the law of the land put those decisions in local hands. – Broadcast News, Western regional news, September 4, 2002 Province tries to prevent sale of two Vancouver [private] schools The provincial government will go to court today to block the forced sale of two Greater Vancouver Catholic schools. Attorney-General Geoff Plant announced the B.C. government will…seek an injunction against the forced sale of the prestigious schools. The B.C. government’s case is to be heard July 22. Plant said Thursday he wants to make sure it gets heard. "The liquidator has essentially arrived in town and made it clear that he wants to sell the schools," Plant said. "If the liquidator proceeds to sell the assets or dispose of the schools before July 22, that would render the hearing of the petition moot and so in order to prevent that harm from occurring, I have instructed counsel to obtain an interlocutory injunction." Garbig, representing the victims, said the B.C. Liberal government’s lawsuit is "an absolutely shocking attempt by a government of this country to deny compensation to victims of child abuse." – Vancouver Sun, May 24, 2002 Education debate must focus on opening doors Christy Clark’s review of school curriculum is welcome, but the concept of streaming and two-tiered diplomas is not. But there are a few things on the table in this debate that are troubling, and there’s a risk that B.C. might go down a regressive path in reorienting its high school curriculum. One is the notion of streaming—that students will be asked as early as the beginning of Grade 10 to choose either a university path or a job-oriented one. This system could lead to different types of high-school completion certificates. When we educate our children, we’re not preparing them for a specific job or university program, we’re preparing them for citizenship. We’re giving them the diverse set of tools they need to live their lives. Sure, we want our children to be able to make a living. But it’s not the responsibility of high schools to train people to be widget-makers. Ms. Clark, at this formative stage of the debate over the direction of high school education, would do well to steer the discussion to subtler improvements than streaming or two-tiered diplomas. Those are systems that close doors. Our schools must open them. – The Vancouver Sun, Editorial, September 5, 2002 Education not always profitable Edison School Inc., a for-profit education company, has become an unwelcome guest in cities from Boston to Dallas. Last week, the school superintendent in Dallas informed Edison that the city intends to cancel multi-year contracts at seven Edison-run elementary schools. Last May, the Boston Renaissance Charter School also severed its relationship with Edison, citing the need, and ability, of local Renaissance staffers to manage curriculum issues, standardized testing, and personnel administration without Edison’s help. Edison’s stock has fallen from $36.75 early last year to 26¢ yesterday. – Boston Globe, Aug. 20, 2002 Edison school released false test scores Purported new test scores publicized by San Francisco’s Edison Charter Academy (ECA) in August were inaccurate, official figures posted today by the California Department of Education reveal. The official figures appear to bear no relation to supposed scores distributed by Edison Charter and its parent company, Edison Schools Inc., two weeks before they were publicly available. Information distributed by Edison on previous test scores, school demographics, and other details was also inaccurate. – From Parents Advocating School Accountability (PASA), San Francisco, August 29, 2002, pasaorg.tripod.com Schools to end soda sales The soft drinks won’t be allowed on campuses starting in 2004. The Los Angeles Unified Board of Education voted unanimously to ban the sale of the soft drinks at all of the district’s 677 schools in an effort to improve the health of 736,000 students. More than 200 middle and high schools in the Los Angeles district now have individual contracts with Coca-Cola or Pepsi for vending machines or sales in student stores. Those campuses will have until January 2004 to replace carbonated sugary beverages with water, juice, milk, or sports drinks during school hours. A UCLA survey found that 40% of 900 students in the Los Angeles schools were obese. – Los Angeles Times, August 28, 2002 Firm pays penalty for missing exam targets The private firm running schools in Islington, the North London borough, is to pay a financial penalty for a second year after failing to hit two performance targets. CEA@Islington will have to forgo part of the annual management fee it receives from the government after failing one target for improved GCSE performance and narrowly missing another for national test results for 11-year olds. It is also expecting to narrowly miss a target for improvement in its key stage-two results, for 11-year olds. The shortfall will not be as big as last year, when The Guardian revealed that the entire results of one primary school, Hanover, were annulled after an allegation that the papers had been tampered with. – The Guardian, August 2002     Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9990,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 4, March 2003 Preventing crimes against humanity: Lessons from the Asia Pacific War (1931–1945) On March 21–22, 2003, a conference on crimes against humanity comes to UBC where scholars, human rights activists, and victims will examine the history of the Asia Pacific War (1931–1945) and relate lessons learned from it to current events. Survivors of the war, including a former sex slave, victims of biological warfare and Hiroshima, will bear witness to these events. Thekla Lit, conference co-chair stated, "World War II is a chapter of forgotten history in Canada. Survivor testimonies will challenge our role as global citizens on how to prevent crimes against humanity." The conference will include panel discussions and workshops including some specially designed for teachers. The conference is jointly sponsored by the (Canada) Association for Learning and Preserving the History of World War II in Asia (ALPHA), Canada Asia Pacific Resource Network (CAPRN), Greater Vancouver Japanese Canadian Citizens’ Association Human Rights Committee (JCCA), UBC First Nations House of Learning, UBC Women’s Studies and Gender Relations, and UBC International House. The registration fee is $50, $20 for students. For more information or to register online, go to www.aplconference.ca or call 604-822-4904. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9134,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 19, Number 1, September 2006 Benefits of our new agreement by Irene Lanzinger The 2005–06 school year was definitely an eventful one for BC teachers—two strike votes, a two-week strike, court challenges, rulings and fines, ad campaigns, and lots of news coverage. It was a year that will go down in history. Teachers demonstrated an unprecedented degree of courage, strength, and unity as they defended rights that had been so sadly eroded over the past few years. The result of the actions of teachers—the Ready recommendations and the negotiated settlement in June—will bring significant gains for teachers over the next five years. Salary Ready allocated 2% of teachers’ salary, or $40 million, for salary harmonization. The cost of the salary increase negotiated in June is 16% of teachers’ salary; this represents the basic increases of 2.5% for the first four years, 2.0% for the fifth year, the amount needed for increases of 2.5 to 3.0% to the top of the grid in 2008, and the 2.0% salary indemnity allowance. The resulting 18% is a good estimate of the average increase to teachers’ salaries and allowances as a result of the work we did together in the past year, though actual amounts will vary. Many teachers will have increases of more than 18% because they will benefit from harmonization. Salary harmonization benefited districts that had lower salary scales. These lower salaries resulted from arbitration rulings in the 1980’s and differences in local bargaining between 1988 and 1993. The teachers who benefited least from harmonization were teachers paid at maximum salaries and teachers in isolated areas of the province who had higher salaries in order to be able to recruit and retain teachers. Both of these issues were addressed in the agreement negotiated in June. A further harmonization was negotiated in June that will have the impact of increasing the maximum positions on scales by 2.5% to 3.0%. The amount varies to provide a further degree of harmonization at the top of the scales. Increasing maximum positions on salary scales is important because the majority of teachers are on maximum and we spend the majority of our careers at that salary position. Also, our pensions are based on our salaries in our final years of teaching when we are on maximum salary. Harmonization diminishes the ability of remote areas to recruit teachers with higher salaries. The agreement negotiated in June addresses this concern. In 11 districts teachers will receive a $2,200 annual allowance. The 11 districts are: Central Coast, Haida Gwaii, Prince Rupert, Peace River South, Peace River North, Fort Nelson, Coast Mountain, Vancouver Island North, Stikine, Nechako Lakes, and Nisga’a. Also, in the salary increases to the top of scales in 2008 all of these districts will automatically get a 3.0% increase. The increase will not produce any further harmonization in those isolated districts. A fund of $3.5 million will allow the BCTF and BCPSEA to identify other areas of the province that need higher salaries to recruit and retain teachers. Several other benefits of harmonization apply to many teachers. Every district will now have a 5+ scale for teachers with work beyond their undergraduate degree and teaching qualification. Information will be available in September with regard to the process for application and placement onto the new scales. In addition, no salary scale in the province will be greater than 10 steps. The reduction of longer salary scales has resulted in significant increases for some teachers at mid-scale. The process by which teachers are paid will also improve. For the first time, all teachers in the province will be paid twice a month and all teachers will have access to an optional 12-month pay plan. Salary Indemnity Plan allowance In the past several rounds of bargaining, the BCTF has argued that we should be compensated for paying for our own long-term disability plan. Finally, the employer and government have agreed. Every year after all salary increases have been applied to grids, a 2.0% allowance will be calculated. This allowance will be paid monthly to teachers as part of their pay. It is both taxable and pensionable. BCTF members retain full control of the Salary Indemnity Plan. The bonus Teachers will receive a signing bonus of $4,000 per full-time equivalent, pro-rated for part-time teachers. The bonus is taxable but will not count for pension purposes and union dues will not be deducted. Other benefits and compensation issues The increasing cost of health benefits makes improvements to benefits plans one of the most difficult items to achieve at bargaining tables. The only significant improvement to the benefits plans negotiated is the removal of any lifetime limits on Extended Health Benefits. For teachers facing the prospect of exceeding the lifetime limit and no longer having access to EHB this represents an important improvement. Mileage rates will be adjusted from $0.47 to $0.50 per kilometer during the term of the agreement. Personal property rates will also be improved to $600 for damage to a vehicle and $150 for loss or damage to personally owned professional materials. Teachers will now have standard language that entitles them to leave for compassionate care to provide care and support for seriously ill relatives. Under the Employment Insurance Act teachers may also qualify for EI benefits for a portion of the leave. Pension plan At the bargaining table we raised the growing concern teachers have regarding the ability of the Inflation Adjustment Account of the Teachers’ Pension Plan to continue to provide protection for teachers’ pensions. The government agreed to pay $20 million into the IAA as part of this agreement. Preparation time The new agreement guarantees a minimum of 90 minutes of preparation time for elementary teachers. Perhaps most importantly, beginning in September of 2007 the preparation time is guaranteed to teachers every week of the year and cannot be averaged over the year. Employment equity for Aboriginal teachers The BCTF is committed to increasing the number of Aboriginal teachers in the province. To that end, we have consistently made proposals regarding an employment equity program for aboriginal teachers. This agreement contains a commitment on the part of the provincial parties to encourage and assist school boards and locals of the BCTF to institute measures that would help them attract and retain Aboriginal teachers. Portability of sick leave and seniority Teachers will finally see some benefit to belonging to a provincial bargaining unit. Teachers moving from one district to another will be able to bring up to 60 days of earned sick leave and up to 10 years of seniority from another district. The sick leave will be credited to them once they are hired into another district. Seniority will be credited when the teacher receives a continuing contract. This will provide teachers moving from one district with a greater level of security. Processes for the establishment of middle school and alternate school calendars The establishment of alternate calendars, such as four-day weeks or nine-day fortnights, has caused some difficulty between boards and locals with respect to how the altered calendars impact teachers’ salaries and working conditions. Similar issues arise when boards establish middle-school programs. The agreement established clear processes and timelines for the negotiation of changes to the collective agreement necessitated by the introduction of an alternate calendar or middle-school program. Updating local agreements The agreement also contains an important provision that will allow locals to update their collective agreements. Local bargaining followed by many years of dysfunctional provincial bargaining has resulted in agreements that contain many provisions that are out-dated or no longer relevant or functional. The BCTF and BCPSEA have agreed to allow locals to update these provisions without interference by the provincial parties. Hopefully this will allow locals and boards to print agreements that are clear, consistent, and relevant and allow teachers to refer to the agreement in order to fully understand their rights. The final analysis This round of bargaining brought some gains that are easily itemized and some that are more difficult to quantify, such as the activism of young members, the attention and respect of government, and an unexpected level of support from parents and the public. Bargaining is a complex process governed by some simple truths. No agreement is ever as good as the negotiators would like it to be. Every deal is about compromise on all sides. A union will make greater gains in the long term when the members are prepared to take risks, stick together, and use their collective strength. Teachers took that strong stand in October. We reminded the government and BCPSEA of our determination with our strong strike vote in June. While the deal is not perfect, the amazing courage and solidarity of teachers have enabled us to negotiate significant improvements that teachers will enjoy for years to come. Irene Lanzinger is the BCTF’s first vice-president and a member of the negotiating team. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141007,www.huffingtonpost.ca,http://www.huffingtonpost.ca/natasha-koifman/jealous-generation_b_4912342.html,Finding Fulfillment in Today's Jealous Generation | Natasha Koifman View mobile site October 7, 2014 Huffpost Canada Living ca Edition: ca Show/Hide Brasil BR Canada CA Deutschland DE España ES France FR Italia IT 日本 (Japan) JP 한국 (Korea) KR Maghreb MG United Kingdom UK United States US Region: ALL Show/Hide All Canada Alberta British Columbia Québec (en français) Follow Newsletters Get Canada LivingNewsletters Email address Enter Email Address Huffington Post Search Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search iOS app Android app More Log in Create Account Notifications 0 $USERNAME Profile Settings Logout FRONT PAGE Politics Ford Still Doesn't Understand Racism 51 Unvetted Judge Joins Supreme Court 43 Kenney Posts Photos Of Iraqi Children To Make Case For ISIL Airstrikes 91 Clinton: Canadian Help In ISIL Fight 'Indispensable' 44 Canadians Left In A Fog Of War 42 Go to Politics More in Politics The Pulse Stephen Harper You Might Also Like US Politics UK Politics Business Porn Company Has A Raunchy Deal For Air Canada Pilots 3 Sun News Just Lost Its Main Source Of Content; What Now? 49 Canadian Cities Surprisingly Unpopular Destinations For Workers 0 This Is How You Rack Up U.S. Roaming Charges While In Canada 14 Look What China Might Actually Build 47 Go to Business More in Business Small Business Money You Might Also Like Tech TechCrunch Autoblog WorldPost Spanish Nurse First To Contract Ebola Outside West Africa 518 It's Been 3 Weeks Since Anyone's Seen Kim And Rumors Are Swirling 97 3 New Findings On ISIS Weapons That You Should Know About 39 WHO: More Cases Of Ebola In Europe Unavoidable 154 Turkish President Says Syrian Town Under Islamic State Siege Is About To Fall 213 Go to WorldPost More in WorldPost Foreign Affairs World Elections Arab Uprising Afghanistan War Syria Crisis You Might Also Like Travel Impact Living 100 Pumpkin Carvings That Will Inspire You 0 Fried Maple Leaves Are A Delicacy In Japan, And We're Jealous 6 WATCH: HuffPost Readers School Us On Toronto's Real Must-Eats 2 Toronto Dubbed Fourth Most Livable City In The World 0 33 Signs You Live In Liberty Village 1 Go to Living You Might Also Like Healthy Living Food Recipes Divorce Women Parentdish Green Post50 Weddings Style Best Halloween Costumes For Men And Women 0 Most Offensive Products In Retail 3 JLaw Goes Topless For Vanity Fair 0 Bridesmaid Dresses You'll Wear Again 0 Canadian Model Coco Rocha Is Pregnant! 4 Go to Style More in Style Beauty Fashion Celeb Style Entertaining and Etiquette Stylelist Canada Wedding Style Home Style You Might Also Like Style (U.S.) Weddings Stylelist Canada Entertainment Kris Jenner Opens Up About The Late Robert Kardashian 6 Blake Lively Is Pregnant! 30 Mariah Carey Proves She's Not Lip-Synching 42 Is This Where George Clooney And Amal Alamuddin Honeymooned? 7 Pregnant Kelly Rowland Poses Topless In Black And White Photo Shoot 2 Go to Entertainment You Might Also Like Music Celebrity TV Moviefone Arts The Glamorous History Of Pin-Up Like You've Never Seen It Before 3 1 Here Are A Bunch Of F*cking Delightful Artsy Cat Photos. You're Welcome. 3 This Is What It Really Looks Like To Be A Modern Day Nun 8 New Animation-Inspired Art Show Will Make You Yearn For Saturday Morning Cartoons 0 Go to Arts You Might Also Like Books Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Religion Alberta 20 Puppies Found Abandoned In Field 6 Anti-Abortion Postcard Targets Tory MP.. Again 26 Mystery 'GPO Girl' Turns Up In Calgary 3 Major Saskatchewan Train Derailment 2 Dozens Of Dead Cats Found, Another 62 Euthanized 0 Go to Alberta More in Alberta Alberta Politics Alberta Business Alison Redford Calgary Edmonton British Columbia B.C. Teen Killed By Train Was Wearing Headphones, Texting: RCMP 13 Anthem Singer's Fall Is Lesson In Showmanship 3 Pastafarian Loses B.C. Driver's Licence Over Holy Colander 0 Elderly Asian Women Attacked In Vancouver 0 Lawyers Of Convicted Surrey Six Gangsters Want Mistrial 3 Go to British Columbia More in British Columbia B.C. Politics B.C. Business Christy Clark Vancouver All Sections News Canada Politics Canada Business US Politics US Business World Media Sports Education Crime Weird News Good News Daily Finance Entertainment Entertainment Music TV Celebrity Comedy Arts Books Moviefone Life & Style Living Style Home Healthy Living Taste Weddings Travel Parents Divorce HuffPost 50 Marlo Thomas OWN Tech & Science Tech Science Green Techcrunch Engadget TUAW Joystiq Voices Impact Women Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Religion College Teen Local Quebec (French) Calgary Montreal Ottawa Toronto Vancouver Winnipeg Mapquest Patch.com Our Mobile Apps: iPhone iPad HuffPost Live iPad Android Phone Android Tablet Living Healthy Living Food Recipes Divorce Women Parents Green Parentdish Post50 Weddings Fried Maple Leaves Are A Delicacy In Japan, And We're Jealous 2014-10-06 15:13:16 33 Signs You Live In Liberty Village 2014-10-06 17:20:38 100 Pumpkin Carvings That Will Inspire You 2014-10-06 12:57:00 Fight Acne With.. Grapes? 2014-10-02 11:04:33 8 Co-Workers You Really Don't Want To Deal With 2014-10-06 13:52:27 Baby Elephant's Fall And Rescue Is The Only Pick-Me-Up You Need 2014-10-03 13:40:28 Canada's Blood Inventory Is 'Critically Low' 2014-10-01 10:13:18 One Of The World's 'Most Romantic Cities' Is Right Here In Canada 2014-10-04 12:02:22 Previous Story Next Story The Blog Featuring fresh takes and real-time analysis from HuffPost's signature lineup of contributors Natasha Koifman Become a fan President, NKPR Email Finding Fulfillment in Today's Jealous Generation Posted: 03/07/2014 12:02 pm EST Updated: 05/07/2014 5:59 am EDT Share Tweet Email Comment tumblr reddit When I was younger and just starting out in my career, I looked up to strong, successful women like Anna Wintour, Donna Karan and Hillary Clinton. I would learn about their achievements in the paper, on TV or in magazines. They got to where they were through a combination of education, experience, hard work and bravery...and they strove for years behind the scenes, building a name for themselves, until they got their "big break" and made it. I knew that in my career I would have to struggle as well by taking on volunteer or internship roles, working long hours, taking risks and above all, really getting to know who I am and what it is I can offer the world that will set me apart. It wasn't so much envy or a "keeping up with the Joneses" feeling...as being inspired by the success stories of others. Nowadays, with social media constantly boasting achievements of everyone around us, hearing about other people's lives has created a Jealous Generation due to our fear of missing out. In the latest Soho House magazine, there was a piece about FOMO, describing it as a "social anxiety generated and perpetrated by Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and social-media variants you haven't even heard of yet." FOMO is taking over! There is so much competition out there. Everyone has a blog, our minute-by-minute thoughts are broadcast online and everything we do is photographed and posted for all to see. I like to think I have the maturity and grounding needed to not be caught up in the wave of competition, but I have to admit I'm glad there was no social media when I was 22! Back then we didn't know what everyone else was up to, only select stories and certain people made the headlines. But now it seems like for the 20-something that they are competing for attention with the entire world. How can you keep up? What can you do to set yourself apart? Here are a few tips for how you can find fulfillment in this FOMO world, and avoid being part of the Jealous Generation: "Always be a first-rate version of yourself not a second-rate version of someone else." Judy Garland Stop focusing on 'everyone' around you and instead take a look at what you offer. What are your true strengths and weaknesses? What do you excel at and what you do wish to improve on? Get to know yourself, discover your strengths, build on them and develop them. But don't forget your weaknesses. We all have them and it's ok. The next time you're at a job interview and someone asks you about them, answer honestly. Be realistic. Lying about your weaknesses will catch up to you. You may ace the interview but you'll lose the job. What's important is how we deal with our strengths and weaknesses. Many employers will say that a positive attitude is what sets successful candidates apart and they'd be happy to help you develop your skillset if you approach it with the right attitude. We're all unique for a reason; we each bring different strengths to the table. This is a good thing! Imagine how boring life would be otherwise. "Find out who you are and do it on purpose." Dolly Parton Take the time to be interested, not just interesting. Look at the big picture; where do you fit in? Remember that there's a whole world out there -- your industry did not burst into life the moment you became a part of it. There are ground-breakers who came before you; get to know them. Learn about what's going on, what went on before, what's anticipated to occur. Read, ingest, grow. Treat your job like a career, no matter where you are on your path. Find out how you can make your role more progressive, your work more outstanding and set out to achieve those goals with intent and purpose. "It's a hell of a responsibility to be yourself." Sylvia Plath Living up to your potential is not a passive act. Being authentic can be hard. With self-awareness comes accountability. I think it's important that we all are conscious of what energy we put out into the world, and take ownership of it. Not letting yourself dwell on the path of another is something we all have control over. I believe you are responsible for your own wellbeing. Choosing to be happy takes the same effort as choosing to be unhappy. You can't just complain about what you don't like. You have to start creating your happiness. It really is no one's job but your own and not everyone finds fulfillment in their career alone. Focus on your passions: what makes you tick? Is it family, travel, giving back? These are the things you should pursue in life in conjunction with your work life; collectively, this will help make you whole. "Life is a promise...fulfill it." Mother Teresa I've been reading a lot of articles lately that predict 2014 will be the year we reject FOMO and instead start finding joy in missing out. Although I don't think that's necessarily the right way to phrase it! It's not really "missing out", it's about being confident and fulfilled in your own life and not feeling the need to boast about it or compete with anyone else. So take the initiative, get to know what you offer the world in your own unique way, set off with intent and give it your all. The only way to find true fulfillment is to look inside, not out. For many people, FOMO thinking can be overwhelming and make you want to just give up entirely. Whenever I catch myself getting caught up in FOMO, I imagine I'm in a yoga class. Sometimes it can feel like everyone is doing the poses better than me but I know that we're not there to compete with each other. We're there to be our best. So at times like those, I ground myself more deeply, stand a little bit taller, and centre myself in the midst of everyone around me. Sending you all much love and kindness. xo Natasha Follow Natasha Koifman on Twitter: www.twitter.com/natashankpr More: Fulfillment Jealous How to Not Feel Jealous Twitter Generation Jealous Twitter Jealousy Twitter Most Popular 100 Pumpkin Carvings That Will Inspire You Pinterest Fried Maple Leaves Are A Delicacy In Japan, And We're Jealous Lens On Japan WATCH: HuffPost Readers School Us On Toronto's Real Must-Eats CookiesandTomatoes.com Toronto Dubbed Fourth Most Livable City In The World Getty Images One Of The World's 'Most Romantic Cities' Is Right Here In Canada Getty Images 33 Signs You Live In Liberty Village FLICKR: CARLOS PACHECO 8 Co-Workers You Really Don't Want To Deal With Creatas Images via Getty Images 30 Halloween Costumes For Kids That Are Too Cute For Words Pinterest 30 Cute Costumes For Pets That Will Make You Want More Pets Etsy Where to Find The Best Cheap Eats In Canada Guu 'Healthy' Cereals Ranked By How Much Sugar They Have Kellogs/Kashi/General Mills Fight Acne With.. Grapes? Jim Delillo via Getty Images How This Woman Went From Trendy Diets To Personal Trainer Abbie Hunt 20 Pumpkin Pie Ideas That Will Improve Your Thanksgiving Menu HP A First Nations Thanksgiving Could Be The Truest To History David Wolfman FOLLOW HUFFPOST Email Email Address Options HuffPost Daily Brief Living Get top stories and blog posts emailed to me each day.. Facebook HuffPost Living Twitter HuffPost Follow Living Follow Google Plus HuffPost Living RSS The Huffington Post Living All RSS / Feeds Phone Available on the App Store Android App on Google Play Get it at Blackberry App World Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search advertise log in make HuffPost your home page RSS careers FAQ user agreement privacy policy comment policy about us about our ads contact us Copyright ©2014 TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. "The Huffington Post" is a registered trademark of TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. All rights reserved. Part of AOL Lifestyle Use this form to alert a HuffPost editor about a factual or typographical error in this story. Notify message * Required * * * What kind of error is this? Choose an option Factual or typographical Comment moderation problem Rights and permissions Other * What is the correction? 0 count Describe the error here (1,000 character limit) * Type the words below so we know you are not a cyborg Sign me up for The Huffington Post's Daily Brief Thank you!)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=6936,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 7, May/June 2006 Kindergarten screening in the Comox Valley A story of class composition by Karen Langenmaier At the Winter Representative Assembly, Jinny Sims told a story to illustrate what teachers mean when we talk about class composition. She spoke of her visit to a Prince Rupert Kindergarten class and estimated the average developmental age of the students to be approximately three years. I have no reason to doubt her, and in fact, the speech language pathologists in the Comox Valley have evidence that supports the declining language skills of children entering Kindergarten. In 1987, the district started a Speech and Language Screening Program for every Kindergarten student entering school. The locally developed informal assessment tool took into account: general knowledge, receptive language, expressive language, phonemic awareness, and phonological skills. Recently we have added questions relative to preschool experience and "screen time" activities. Initially, the screening tool was an efficient way to determine caseload priorities from a district perspective and deploy services. Over the years however, a trend in the screening results showed a steady decline in readiness skills. We discovered that fewer children could rhyme, they lacked vocabulary, they had severe phonological disabilities, the language required to describe or sequence stories was disorganized, and children had limited social pragmatics or communication skills. In 1999, 11% to 23% of the students fell into the moderate-to-severe category. In 2005, depending on the school, 20 to 59% were in this category. Overall, 33% of students entering Kindergarten this year fell into the moderate to severe range of speech and language delay or disability. These statistics do not include children in the low-incidence categories. This is a one-time snapshot of speech and language skills and there are many variables for which we cannot account. However, the informal screening tool has remained relatively unchanged, as has the speech and language pathology staff administering the screener. As unscientific as these results may be, our observations show a steady decline of readiness skills. This is an actual transcription of a child’s language sample that we would consider to be in the moderate/severe category: Question: What did you have for breakfast? Response: My wed,... my fud,... weddy yite,... my fuddow yite oyo Interpretation: My Fred,... my broth,... Freddy likes,... my brother likes cereal. Recue: Freddy likes cereal. What did YOU have for breakfast? Response: My not yite oyo. Interpretation: I don’t like cereal. This student not only has obvious phonological errors but also receptive language limitations as shown by answering the question on topic (breakfast) but not the specific question (what did you have). She also showed expressive language difficulties as shown by her dysfluency and errors in syntax and grammatical structures. These delayed phonological and language skills will impact the normal acquisition of literacy skills and the student would be at significant risk in her learning potential. We have many theories as to why the language and readiness skills are declining, but the point is that teachers are having to teach readiness skills before they can even move into the Kindergarten curriculum. There is a domino effect and if children don’t receive the support they need to catch up, it is up to the Grade 1 teacher to continue to teach these skills and so on up the grades. Children with these specific learning disabilities need support from specialists so that their needs are addressed and they can have a fighting chance to succeed. Without adequate support, they become another statistics. As it stands now, these children will be replaced with another group next year, the speech and language pathologist will have to move on, and the learning deficits continue. It is the classroom teacher who is left with the students who did not have their needs met. And ultimately, it is the student who suffers. Jinny Sims was absolutely right in her assessment of the children’s developmental ages. When you have children with phonological and language skills of three-year-olds, four-year-olds, five-year-olds, and the occasional six-, seven-, or eight-year-old in one Kindergarten class, that’s an example of problem class composition. Karen Langenmaier is a speech and language pathologist in the Comox Valley School District. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141007,www.scmp.com,http://www.scmp.com/frontpage/international,International Edition | South China Morning Post Login Subscribe Edition: International Hong Kong International ClassifiedPost Directories Education Post LuxeHomes Search Wednesday October 8, 2014 Last updated: 5:37am Weather Hong Kong Humidity  UV  Pollution  Main menu Home News Business Comment Lifestyle Sport Property Magazines Multimedia Live: Chief Secretary Carrie Lam to meet Federation of Students leaders on Friday Live Undersecretary for Constitutional and Mainland Affairs Lau Kong-wah and leaders of the Federation of Students have set up a formal meeting with Chief Secretary Carrie Lam Cheng Yuet-ngor to discuss issues of reform on Friday. Wednesday, 8 October, 2014, 1:19am 398 comments OCCUPY CENTRAL NIGHT NINE: Full coverage of the night's events Agreement on talks with students near as Occupy Central protests dwindle More on Occupy Central OCCUPY CENTRAL NIGHT NINE: Full coverage of the night's events Review After a hectic week, Occupy Central protest sites were quiet on Monday as some demonstrators left for work, others remained and authorities kept their distance. 7 Oct 2014 - 9:39pm 115 comments Britain has ‘abandoned’ Hong Kong: former chief secretary OCCUPY CENTRAL - DAY NINE: Full coverage of the day's events Watch: Hong Kong's Occupy Mong Kok: A scene of political discourse, among other things More on Occupy Central Agreement on talks with students near as Occupy Central protests dwindle Students and government officials have reached a consensus to start a dialogue on political reform as soon as this week as the city edged towards some sort of normality eight days after protests began. 7 Oct 2014 - 9:40pm 47 comments Protesters must clear the roads, or be cleared by force Integration and exceptionalism both at play in Hong Kong conflict Watch: Occupy Central hunger striker 'weak in body but strong in spirit" More on Occupy Central Creative awakening sparked by Occupy Central as sit-ins reclaim streets The statue, the work of a designer and a group of about 10 friends in the past few days, was the latest example of how the protests have brought out participants' creativity in both practical and artistic ways. 7 Oct 2014 - 5:23am 30 comments More on Occupy Central There are limits to the exceptions you can enjoy, Hong Kong warned There were limits to the exceptions granted to Hong Kong by the central government, the latest Beijing commentary on the Occupy sit-ins said. 7 Oct 2014 - 7:39pm 29 comments More on Occupy Central Roy Keane: I gave fellow Manchester United legend Peter Schmeichel a black eye in drunken Hong Kong brawl Former Manchester United captain Roy Keane has revealed he once left Peter Schmeichel with a black eye following a pre-season brawl in Hong Kong. 7 Oct 2014 - 6:14pm 3 comments More on Manchester United FC Beijing won't yield to Occupy Central, says ex-Thatcher aide Charles Powell A former aide to late British prime minister Margaret Thatcher says it is naive to expect Beijing to yield to Occupy Central's demands. 7 Oct 2014 - 4:50am 21 comments More on Occupy Central Pan-democrats make grab for Legco chairmanships as reform bargaining chip Pan-democrat lawmakers have made a surprise grab for the chairmanships of two key Legislative Council subcommittees. 7 Oct 2014 - 7:55am 13 comments As schools reopen, education authorities urge students, teachers to start commute early Pupils of secondary schools in Central and Western and Wan Chai returned to their classrooms yesterday, some enduring traffic jams and extra-long journeys because of the continuing pro- democracy protests. 7 Oct 2014 - 8:03am 7 comments More on Occupy Central Yunnan quake expected to take heavy toll A 6.6-magnitude earthquake in Jinggu county, Yunnan province, left at least one dead and 19 injured last night, state media reported. 8 Oct 2014 - 4:50am 1 comment Landslides block aid from reaching Yunnan quake disaster as death toll surges to 589 120,000 homeless in Yunnan quake South, North Korea patrol boats exchange fire at disputed sea border Patrol boats from North and South Korea briefly exchanged fire yesterday near their de facto western sea border, according to the Joint Chiefs of Staff of South Korea's military. 8 Oct 2014 - 3:01am Rumours abound over absence of North Korean leader Kim Jong-un More on Korean peninsula Retail sales crash 40pc over holiday period, says management group poll 7 Oct 2014 - 7:11pm 9 comments Patten aides 'offered UK passport to Jimmy Lai' 7 Oct 2014 - 4:02am 34 comments Chinese firm buys New York's famed Waldorf Astoria hotel for US$1.95b 7 Oct 2014 - 5:26am 1 comment FBI Director compares China’s hackers to a ‘drunk burglar’ 7 Oct 2014 - 5:07am 11 comments Dengue fever cases top 21,000 in Guangdong 7 Oct 2014 - 3:41am 'Western-style democracy can only bring disaster', says party magazine 7 Oct 2014 - 10:33am 5 comments 65th anniversary of Korean ties goes without mention in official mainland press 7 Oct 2014 - 4:07am 1 comment One-child policy helped nation, leaders say, but others point to families' suffering 7 Oct 2014 - 8:11am 3 comments Millions of holidaymakers inch their way home as 'golden week' winds up 7 Oct 2014 - 7:30pm 1 comment More Headlines Discovery of brain's 'inner GPS' earns trio Nobel Prize for medicine Brazil's Dilma Rousseff faces October 26 run-off against Aecio Neves Shrien Dewani denies plot to murder wife and tells court he's bisexual France gets serious over 'Snowden syndrome' and cybersecurity Eiffel Tower's see-through floor to give visitors new perspective French PM Manuel Valls vows to introduce Sunday shopping Top US court clears way for gay marriage in five states Majority of Australians on front line of jihad linked to Lebanese crime gangs HK$120 webcam creates eye tracker to control computers, changing lives Disgraced designer John Galliano joins Maison Martin Margiela SCMP Brand Post Tips for decorating a child’s room Presented Channels A Rose Reborn Rugby International Property Ice Hockey Channel Luxury Watches MBA Education SCMP ePaper Edition 8 Oct 2014 View To access the SCMP ePaper Edition you will need a Digital Premium Subscription. Leader Public input key to making vibrant harbourfront vision a reality 8 Oct 2014 - 5:06am Purchase of foreign properties by Chinese is investment, not invasion 8 Oct 2014 - 5:06am Today's Poll Will there be legal consequences for Occupy and student leaders after the protests end? Yes: 60% No: 40% 7 Oct 2014 Yes No Total number of votes recorded: 782 Opinion Alex Lo Hong Kong protesters should take heed of the 1968 French revolt 8 Oct 2014 - 5:06am Michael Chugani Congratulations to our restrained police force 8 Oct 2014 - 5:13am Kelly Yang Occupy Central ought to make an ally of Hong Kong business 8 Oct 2014 - 4:25am 1 comment Frank Ching With the world watching, will Beijing yet grant concessions on Hong Kong political reform? 8 Oct 2014 - 4:21am 16 comments Insight Mainlanders remain cool to Hong Kong's democracy fever LIJIA ZHANG As someone who took part in the pro-democracy movement back in 1989, I followed the unfolding pro-democracy protests with keen interest and found the images of umbrellas being used as shields exciting and inspiring. 8 Oct 2014 - 4:25am 9 comments Most Popular Viewed Shared Commented Live: Chief Secretary Carrie Lam to meet Federation of Students leaders on Friday OCCUPY CENTRAL NIGHT NINE: Full coverage of the night's events INFOGRAPHIC: China's high-speed rail vision Agreement on talks with students near as Occupy Central protests dwindle Senior Post editor Cliff Buddle assaulted during lecture at HKU Live: Chief Secretary Carrie Lam to meet Federation of Students leaders on Friday INFOGRAPHIC: China's high-speed rail vision Senior Post editor Cliff Buddle assaulted during lecture at HKU Britain has ‘abandoned’ Hong Kong: former chief secretary Creative awakening sparked by Occupy Central as sit-ins reclaim streets Live: Chief Secretary Carrie Lam to meet Federation of Students leaders on Friday With the world watching, will Beijing yet grant concessions on Hong Kong political reform? Tibetan mastiff attack stirs debate about dangers of ‘world’s most expensive dog’ Mainlanders remain cool to Hong Kong's democracy fever Cheung Kong prepares to offer 165 sq ft flats Blogs The Great LOL of China The Great LOL of China North America Tour! Jesse Appell 7 Oct 2014 - 5:48pm Happy Lucky Dragon Win Apologies, America: Sha Tin's "all-weather track" is actually dirt Michael Cox 7 Oct 2014 - 9:14am Focus Police mobilise in Mong Kok after two days of clashes over Occupy protest CHRIS LAU Mong Kok finally felt the presence of increased police patrols, on the third day of protest clashes that saw at least two policeman injured. 6 Oct 2014 - 9:01am 7 comments Harry's View 8 Oct 2014 Videos Hong Kong What do Hong Kong shop owners and Mainland tourists think about Occupy Central? Oct 6, 2014|2:10 Hong Kong Hong Kong gov employees return to Central Government Offices to work along footbridge, road still blocked Oct 6, 2014|1:35 Hong Kong What do Hongkongers think about Occupy Central amidst warnings of a "tragedy"? Oct 5, 2014|2:59 Hong Kong Thousands gather in Admiralty for pro-democracy speeches: Occupy Central day 7 Oct 5, 2014|2:35 Hong Kong Why are people against Occupy Central? Oct 4, 2014|2:49 Hong Kong Violence in Mong Kok: day 6 Occupy Hong Kong Oct 4, 2014|0:23 Hong Kong A recap of Hong Kong's Umbrella Movement in 5 minutes Oct 3, 2014|5:07 Hong Kong Violence breaks out in Hong Kong's densly populated Mong Kok shopping district Oct 4, 2014|1:24 Hong Kong Hong Kong police maintain order, but not arresting nor questioning some provokers Oct 3, 2014|1:06 Hong Kong Scuffles break out amongst protestors: Occupy Central day 6 Oct 3, 2014|1:50 Hong Kong Foreigners' views on Hong Kong's "Umbrella Movement" Oct 3, 2014|2:23 Hong Kong Hong Kong: a day at Occupy Central Oct 2, 2014|2:13 Hong Kong Occupy Hong Kong day four: volunteers keeping protest clean and safe Oct 1, 2014|2:13 Hong Kong Secondary school students protest on fourth day of Occupy Hong Kong Oct 1, 2014|1:17 Hong Kong Occupy Central leader: movement "beyond imagination" and "touching" Sep 30, 2014|3:03 Hong Kong Thousands gather in Mong Kok for second night of protests Sep 30, 2014|1:18 Hong Kong Why Hong Kong people are taking to the streets Sep 29, 2014|2:23 Hong Kong Occupy Hong Kong: scenes from Admiralty, Wan Chai and Causeway Bay Sep 29, 2014|1:51 Hong Kong OCCUPY CENTRAL Patience wears thin among Hong Kong businesses over Occupy protests Patience among businesses is wearing thin as the Occupy Central protest - along with the traffic jams it has set off - entered its 10th day. 8 Oct 2014 - 4:52am More on Occupy Central POLITICS Breakthrough on talks to end Occupy Central stand-off Students at the forefront of the pro-democracy protests that have swept the city have agreed to hold talks with top government officials including Chief Secretary Carrie Lam on Friday to find a solution to the political impasse. 8 Oct 2014 - 4:52am Mainlanders remain cool to Hong Kong's democracy fever More on Occupy Central COURTS SHKP ex-chairman Walter Kwok suspected Rafael Hui was a Cheung Kong spy 8 Oct 2014 More Hong Kong news HKU pollster says protesters need some democracy in their own ranks Labour woes will put brakes on growth Police negotiators facing 'toughest challenge yet' at Occupy sites Life during Occupy Central: Profiles of Hongkongers New proposal to allow terminal patients to withdraw MPF funds - only one year before death China DIPLOMACY China and US to discuss joint action on Islamic State at Beijing summit The leaders of China and the United States will discuss how to jointly fight the terrorist group Islamic State at a summit in Beijing next month, according to analysts familiar with the situation. 8 Oct 2014 - 4:39am Pentagon spends US$1b on Islamic State fight EARTHQUAKE Yunnan quake expected to take heavy toll A 6.6-magnitude earthquake in Jinggu county, Yunnan province, left at least one dead and 19 injured last night, state media reported. 8 Oct 2014 - 4:50am 1 comment Landslides block aid from reaching Yunnan quake disaster as death toll surges to 589 120,000 homeless in Yunnan quake POLITICS Academic's questions point to Communist Party divide over dogma 8 Oct 2014 1 comment More China news Taipei seeks US help to build advanced submarines PLA joins Australia and US in elite survival training drill More mainlanders head overseas to spend golden week Tibetan mastiff attack stirs debate about dangers of ‘world’s most expensive dog’ Four children injured in Henan knife attack Asia SCIENCE Bright idea for saving energy wins trio Nobel Prize for Physics A visiting professor at Hong Kong's University of Science and Technology and two Japanese scientists won the 2014 Nobel Prize for Physics for inventing a new energy-efficient and environment-friendly light source. 8 Oct 2014 - 2:47am Discovery of brain's 'inner GPS' earns trio Nobel Prize for medicine More on Nobel Prize NORTH KOREA: ANALYSIS Rumours abound over absence of North Korean leader Kim Jong-un If North Korean leader Kim Jong-un isn't sick, he must be dead - at least politically. That's the thinking behind a rash of rumours that the portly 31-year-old scion of the country's founding communists has been toppled from power. 8 Oct 2014 - 3:11am South, North Korea patrol boats exchange fire at disputed sea border More on Kim Jong-un CAMBODIA Cambodian land grab victims take their case to the ICC in The Hague 8 Oct 2014 More Asia news Myanmar pledges to release 3,073 prisoners ahead of regional summit Biography of Emperor Hirohito a whitewash: US historian Herbert Bix Sewol ferry disaster captain admits error in leaving inexperienced crew member at helm, denies playing on phone South, North Korea patrol boats exchange fire at disputed sea border Japanese police question men over plans to join Islamic State World HEALTH Fear of Ebola's growing reach as more Spaniards are placed in isolation Fears grew that the Ebola epidemic was spreading outside Africa after three more people were isolated in Spain following the infection of a nurse in a Madrid hospital. 8 Oct 2014 - 4:17am United States experts unsure about viability of plans for Ebola screening for airline passengers More on Ebola Virus SYRIA Syrian border town is 'about to fall', warns Turkey Turkey's president said the Syrian Kurdish town of Kobani was "about to fall" as Islamic State fighters pressed home a three-week assault that has cost a reported 400 lives and forced thousands to flee their homes. 8 Oct 2014 - 4:17am ISLAMIC MILITANCY Pentagon spends US$1b on Islamic State fight 8 Oct 2014 More World news Struggling Euro Disney gets one billion euro cash injection US media tycoon Michael Bloomberg given British knighthood Friend of Boston bombing suspect told string of lies, trial hears United States experts unsure about viability of plans for Ebola screening for airline passengers Scotland Yard could probe claim Bahraini prince tortured prisoners China Insider CHINA DIGEST Rickshaw robbery; luxury caves for elderly; waiters steal wallet from diner 8 Oct 2014 Animals Tibetan mastiff attack stirs debate about dangers of ‘world’s most expensive dog’ 7 Oct 2014 12 comments CHINA DIGEST Dog attack damages; sex trade surgery; quake homes recovered 7 Oct 2014 DRUGS 17-year-old girl arrested in Jiangxi after posting photos of herself snorting ketamine online 6 Oct 2014 CENSORSHIP Heavily-censored, Weibo users show support for Hong Kong's Occupy protests in satire 6 Oct 2014 1 comment CHINA DIGEST Holiday's over for vacationing 'robber'; 2 arrests over Hubei paper mill deaths 6 Oct 2014 CHINA DIGEST School renamed to honour war hero; Parents tie son to tree; Magnitude 5 quake rocks Sichuan county 3 Oct 2014 OCCUPY CENTRAL Mainland Chinese youths launch Facebook campaign to support Hong Kong protesters 3 Oct 2014 8 comments CHINA DIGEST Hornets kill three, Ferrari driver in hit-and-run, apology for ‘dogs’ jibe, free entry for poets 2 Oct 2014 OCCUPY CENTRAL 'A Hong Kong-version Colour Revolution': Beijing's harshest warnings yet on Occupy protests 2 Oct 2014 33 comments OCCUPY CENTRAL WeChat allegedly censoring photos from Hong Kong protests 2 Oct 2014 9 comments CHINA DIGEST Free entry opens tourist floodgates at Three Gorges Dam; Last emperor's brother calls for Puyi play to be pulled 2 Oct 2014 MEDIA No inch of compromise over Occupy Central in Chinese state media commentaries 1 Oct 2014 7 comments OCCUPY CENTRAL Q&A: Chinese activist scholar Teng Biao on how Occupy Central affects mainland activism 1 Oct 2014 Business OCCUPY CENTRAL State Council commissions report into Occupy Central's economic impact A State Council think tank will study the economic impact of Occupy Central, with a key focus on whether pro-democracy protests have fundamentally shifted investor views about Hong Kong and the mainland. 8 Oct 2014 - 5:29am More on Occupy Central HOSPITALITY Beijing hotels shun five-star label as anti-graft campaign hits revenue A market downturn and crackdown on corruption are forcing Beijing's luxury hotels to cut prices and shun the "five star" tag, once the ultimate status symbol in the hospitality industry. 8 Oct 2014 - 5:29am More on Xi Jinping's anti-graft campaign Markets Doug Young Weibo: TCL dotes on HTC, LinkedIn's Shen warns of bubble 6 Oct 2014 - 9:15pm More Business news Doubts raised over China's new warehouse rules Soaring greenback poses earnings threat to US companies Samsung Electronics warns of likely 60pc profit fall for quarter Funds rush into Europe's distressed assets market State firms take over Sino-Russian iron project Property RESIDENTIAL Cheung Kong prepares to offer 165 sq ft flats Property prices continue to rise, but sizes appear to be heading in the opposite direction. Developer Cheung Kong is set to unveil Hong Kong's tiniest flat - at just 165 sq ft - at its Mont Vert project in Tai Po. 8 Oct 2014 - 4:37am 3 comments Tai Po apartment project sells 400 Mont Vert units in first day despite 'no viewing' rule Big interest expected in small flats at Fung Yuen, Tai Po More on Cheung Kong Effectiveness of mainland housing policy easing hinges on banks Sentiment has improved in the mainland’s housing market after a policy relaxation last week, but much depends on whether the banks embrace the spirit of Beijing’s move and free up lending.7 Oct 2014 - 10:49am Growing clout of global cities offers property opportunities 7 Oct 2014 More Property news Australian construction activity expands at fastest pace in nine years Architect celebrates opportunities for women in Hong Kong MTR Corp expected to lower land prices in bid to sell Tin Shui Wai site Beijing's credit easing gives hope to cash-strapped property developers Homebuyers unfazed by protests as over 90pc of new flats sell Lifestyle Arts & Culture Lawyer turned conductor enjoys spectacular rise in music career It's every Chinese parent's worst nightmare. Ken Lam King-kei ditched his stable, successful job as a lawyer in Hong Kong to pursue a career as a classical music conductor in 2005.6 Oct 2014 - 5:30pm Islands off the Shores of Asia 6 Oct 2014 East Wing West Wing 11 - Find Ghost Do the CE 6 Oct 2014 Food & Wine Farmed and dangerous F&B entrepreneur Todd Darling is a hardened traveller, but a recent trip to Afghanistan was even out of his comfort zone. While many organic food evangelists are willing to go far in search of produce, few are willing to travel in an armoured car with a security detail.2 Oct 2014 - 4:54pm China is the next port of call for traditional winemakers 2 Oct 2014 Consultant chef has novel ideas for new restaurant 26 Sep 2014 Technology Bright idea for saving energy wins trio Nobel Prize for Physics A visiting professor at Hong Kong's University of Science and Technology and two Japanese scientists won the 2014 Nobel Prize for Physics for inventing a new energy-efficient and environment-friendly light source. 8 Oct 2014 - 2:47am Discovery of brain's 'inner GPS' earns trio Nobel Prize for medicine More on Nobel Prize Bidding for Apple iPhone 6 prototype nears US$100,000 8 Oct 2014 Scientists forced to cut safety corners in race to create Ebola vaccine 5 Oct 2014 Fashion Key spring-summer 2015 looks from Paris 3 Oct 2014 1 comment New creative director breathes energy into Dunhill 29 Sep 2014 Books Hobby turns into career for lesbian erotica writer 7 Oct 2014 1 comment Book depicts Thai monarch as pawn of country's elite 4 Oct 2014 Health Headhunter seeks to teach sport's valuable lessons for kids 6 Oct 2014 Exercises to help avoid sports injuries 6 Oct 2014 Beauty Beauty Fix: Five Elements LaStone Therapy 1 Oct 2014 1 comment Editors picks: sonic/electronic cleansers 1 Oct 2014 Family & Education Show children how to organise themselves 7 Oct 2014 Not all students are mature enough to study abroad 7 Oct 2014 Interiors & Living Laws of attraction 4 Oct 2014 Style with David Roden, October 1, 2014 6 Oct 2014 Magazines Post Magazine: October 5 5 Oct 2014 Climate change is in the spotlight as Nobel laureates have their say Style: October 2014 October 2014 Oscar de la Renta celebrates femininity and beauty in his work 48 Hours: October 2 2 Oct 2014 Take your tot to some of the city's best infant-friendly venues Post Magazine: September 28 28 Sep 2014 48 Hours: September 25 25 Sep 2014 Post Magazine: September 21 21 Sep 2014 48 Hours: September 18 18 Sep 2014 Post Magazine: September 14 14 Sep 2014 Style: September 2014 5 Sep 2014 A scintillating array of this season's most coveted fashion and jewellery Good Eating: Autumn 2014 Autumn 2014 Alfresco dining is gaining popularity among busy Hongkongers who want to unwind Style: August 2014 8 Aug 2014 Christian Louboutin on his designs, his muse and his nail polish Good Eating: Summer 2014 Summer 2014 Time for tea Money: April 2014 7 Apr 2014 Space invaders: ‘The final frontier’ is ready for tourists later this year Good Eating: March 2014 Spring 2014 The personal touch is what attracts diners to small, cosy restaurants Sport GOLF Golf Club comes to the rescue of Hong Kong Open again Lacking a title sponsor for the second year in a row, the Hong Kong Open will once again rely on the Hong Kong Golf Club for a significant portion of its US$1.3 million prize money - a paltry sum insufficient to attract the world's best players to Fanling next week, admitted a European Tour offic7 Oct 2014 - 10:25pm More on Hong Kong Open 2014 ENGLISH PREMIER LEAGUE Roy Keane: I gave fellow Manchester United legend Peter Schmeichel a black eye in drunken Hong Kong brawl Former Manchester United captain Roy Keane has revealed he once left Peter Schmeichel with a black eye following a pre-season brawl in Hong Kong. 7 Oct 2014 - 6:14pm 3 comments More on Manchester United FC MOTOR SPORT Shock video of Jules Bianchi Formula One crash emerges 7 Oct 2014 More Sport news David de Gea admits he considered quitting Manchester United No way back for Kevin Pietersen now, says former England captain Nasser Hussain Michael Phelps to miss world championships after six-month ban for drink driving Jules Bianchi is 'critical but stable', as parents arrive at his bedside after horror crash at Suzuka Magazines Nobel laureates offer ideas on battling climate change Ahead of the 4th Nobel Laureates Symposium on Global Sustainability, Sarah Lazarus speaks with participants about the effects of climate change and how disaster may be averted. 6 Oct 2014 - 10:26am Patrick Manson: mosquitoes and a medical legacy Dubbed the father of tropical medicine, Sir Patrick Manson - who helped discover the mosquito's role in spreading malaria - left a legacy that reverberates through Hong Kong's medical community today, writes Stuart Heaver. 4 Oct 2014 - 11:13pm Kei Nishikori: the ace up Japan’s sleeve 4 Oct 2014 More Magazines news Tot spots: how to plan a baby-friendly day out in Hong Kong Shenzhen Oct-Loft jazz festival brings 30 bands The Hong Kong Classic Car and Vintage Festival reflects the city's motoring history 6 Things You Need for A Royal Castle Stay Kick Ass actress keeps on kicking Trending Occupy Central Few activists left on eve of Occupy Central closure Occupy Central protesters pack up as eviction looms Occupy Central protesters evicted from HSBC building 2014 Asian Games - Incheon Hong Kong has medal chance in women's rugby at 2014 Asian Games Asian Games medals demanded as government stumps up HK$376 million for elite athletes Young guns recruited to Hong Kong sevens squad ‘add depth’ Presented 100 Top Tables SCMP's 100 Top Tables New scene Active imagination A Rose Reborn A Rose Reborn – Creation of a Better World The Path to Revitalise the Roses Modern Leaders for the New Globe Trending Universal Suffrage Legco members must vote for lasting reform Don't call yourself democrats Myth of the 2007 mantra LIFE Joint scheme scores success Important to preserve marriage Take my advice Presented Rugby Police did great job Simpkin predicts exciting new era Tickets for Sevens won't be at sixes this year International Property Property prices fall for eighth month Big land buys haunt builders Mainland firms tap overseas markets Trending Apple No flies on Washington apples, says commission Forbidden fruit ripe for picking Dictation program a huge hit Alibaba Joint programme to promote trade by small firms Benefits of the best Regulators sharpen guidelines in first step towards content licence Presented Ice Hockey Channel Hong Kong Youth Ice Hockey HKFYG Cup - Kowloon Polaris takes home the gold Team Principal ready to take on Standard League Tip of the ICEberg Luxury Watches Tag Heuer plunges in Hublot finds classic niche Looking out for world's environment Blogs Corporate China Weibo: TCL dotes on HTC, LinkedIn's Shen warns of bubble Doug Young 6 Oct 2014 - 9:15pm As I see it The dark before dawn Jason Y Ng 5 Oct 2014 - 5:06pm 12 comments Corporate China Cyber-security wars pause with iPhone 6 nod Doug Young 5 Oct 2014 - 12:53am The Griffin Lai, Ng produce a "Perfect Triumph" for SCMP Racing Post Twitter followers ANDREW HAWKINS 3 Oct 2014 - 7:29pm As I see it Worst of times, best of times Jason Y Ng 2 Oct 2014 - 4:39pm 4 comments My responses to the 10 things they say about Occupy students Wong Sze Wai 2 Oct 2014 - 11:39am 70 comments The Hongcouver Anti-union Chinese parents’ group plans a political future in Vancouver Ian Young 1 Oct 2014 - 9:40am 2 comments In Pictures Today in Photos, October 8 Indonesian Apache helicopters fly in formation during celebrations of the 69th anniversary of the Indonesian armed forces off Surabaya in East Java, while a Ukrainian serviceman sits on a tank barr 8 Oct 2014 Today in Photos, October 7 Participants build a human tower at the 25th Castells Competition in Spain, while tourists walk nervously along a suspension bridge hanging 180-metres above the ground in Hunan, and more ... 7 Oct 2014 Today in Photos, October 6 Japan’s Princess Noriko (right) and Kunimaro Senge smile after their wedding ceremony at the Izumo grand shrine in Izumo city in western Japan, while Hundreds of supporters of same-sex marriage gat 6 Oct 2014 The Umbrella Revolution It was the moment that galvanised the young protesters occupying Admiralty. 4 Oct 2014 Today in Photos, October 4 Muslim pilgrims gather to pray at Mount Arafat, the mountain of forgiveness in Saudi Arabia, while Ultra-Orthodox Jews gather in a Tashlich ceremony in Israel, and more ... 4 Oct 2014 Photos Indonesian Apache helicopters fly in formation during celebrations of the 69th ann 8 Oct 2014 Photos Participants build a human tower at the 25th Castells Competition in Spain, while 7 Oct 2014 Photos Japan’s Princess Noriko (right) and Kunimaro Senge smile after their wedding cerem 6 Oct 2014 Photos It was the moment that galvanised the young protesters occupying Admiralty. 4 Oct 2014 Photos Muslim pilgrims gather to pray at Mount Arafat, the mountain of forgiveness in Sau 4 Oct 2014 Infographics OCCUPY CENTRAL Interactive: Time-lapses of major protest sites in Hong Kong Update 4 Oct 2014 - 2:37pm High Speed Train INFOGRAPHIC: China's high-speed rail vision 1 Oct 2014 Infographic: How Hong Kong's #OccupyCentral became a global topic on Twi... 30 Sep 2014 Interactive HERITAGE Multimedia: Living heritage of Hong Kong 27 Sep 2014 Video HISTORY Moments of fate: Signing of draft agreement on Sino-British Declaration in 19... 26 Sep 2014 New SCOTLAND INFOGRAPHIC: Scots in Hong Kong 23 Sep 2014 FOOD SAFETY Hong Kong 'gutter oil' map v4.0: Is your neighbourhood store on the... 19 Sep 2014 Interactive Hong Kong Weather Current Weather Humidity UV Air Pollution Sheung Shui Tai Po Sha Tin Wong Tai Sin Kowloon City Sham Shui Po Hong Kong Observatory Kwun Tong Shau Kei Wan Sai Kung Tsing Yi Tuen Mun Chek Lap Kok Ngong Ping Peng Chau Hong Kong Park Happy Valley Wong Chuk Hang Stanley Cheung Chau More detail Full Hong Kong Weather Report  |  International Weather In Case You Missed It Infographics Interactive: Time-lapses of major protest sites in Hong Kong 4 Oct 2014 News Illustrate your opinion: artists draw in support of Hong Kong protesters 3 Oct 2014 7 comments News Chater Road: a history of Hong Kong's prosperity and tumult 26 Sep 2014 News Multimedia: Living heritage of Hong Kong 27 Sep 2014 News Hong Kong 'gutter oil' map v4.0: Is your neighbourhood store on the list? 19 Sep 2014 4 comments Weather In the eye of the storm: How deadly typhoons have changed the face of Hong Kong 21 Aug 2014 2 comments News The forgotten army of the first world war: How Chinese labourers helped shape Europe 23 Sep 2014 Infographics INFOGRAPHIC: Why China is the real winner at the World Cup 14 Jul 2014 2 comments Infographics INFOGRAPHIC: Here comes the rain again, Hong Kong's rainfall patterns since 1997 16 Sep 2014 Infographics Voices from Tiananmen: Eyewitnesses look back to the spring of 1989 10 Sep 2014 59 comments 48 Hours invites you to MAMMA MIA! Sections Hong Kong News Asia News China News China Insider China Digest World News Business Money Comment Insight & Opinion Blogs Lifestyle Technology Sport Property Photos Video Magazines Post Magazine Style Money Good Eating Faces 48 Hours Racing Post Young Post 南华早报中文网 Weather Most popular Homepage Time Machine 7 Day Index Crossword Sudoku Bridge Puzzle Promotions Special Reports Subscriptions South China Morning Post SCMP.com Corporate subscriptions Classified Post Find a Job News & Advice Education Post Find a course Featured Institutions The MBA Centre Services SCMP Mobile Edition SCMP Tablet Edition SCMP ePaper Edition Buy SCMP Photos Copyright Licensing 10-Year News Archive Jiu Jik Find a Job Catering, Hotel & Tourism Retail Directories At Your Service Business Services HK Restaurant Directory Mice Biz The Directory LuxeHomes Advertising Opportunities Hong Kong Rate Card Overseas Rate Card China Rate Card The Marketer SCMP Marketing Solutions Recruitment Advertising SCMP Outdoor Media Events SCMP Events Operation Santa Claus Homes For Hope Magazines Cosmopolitan CosmoGIRL! Elle Harpers Bazaar HK Magazine The List Destination Macau Connect with Us SCMP on Facebook SCMP on Twitter Newsletters RSS Copyright © 2014 South China Morning Post Publishers Ltd. All rights reserved. SCMP Group Privacy Policy FAQs Terms & Conditions Work For Us Contact Us Login with Facebook Login with Facebook)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141006,globalnews.ca,http://globalnews.ca/news/1579875/audit-on-wood-buffalo-reveals-questionable-spending/,Audit on Wood Buffalo finds millions of dollars of questionable spending  | Globalnews.ca Your Region: National BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg On TV: News Hour Sections National National sections Locals Local sections Watch Watch sections Search Canada Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released Sections Health Money Consumer Tech Entertainment Environment Science Lifestyle Sports Featured Canada World Politics Investigations Canada Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released Your Region National Change BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Health Money Consumer Tech Entertainment Environment Science Lifestyle Sports Jump to a Region National BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Man trying to reach Bermuda in inflatable bubble rescued by Coast Guard Schedule NowNews Hour 6:30pmGlobal National More Programs Global National The West Block 16x9 The Morning Show More Personalities Dawna Friesen Carolyn Jarvis Liza Fromer Tom Clark More News Major snowfall covers N. Manitoba Entertainment ‘Gone Girl’ wins weekend box office News Journalist with Ebola arrives at US hospital Canada Quebecor sells off Sun newspaper chain News Crowdfunded bus debuts in Toronto Entertainment Depardieu reveals past as escort, thief Canada MPs debate motion for airstrikes in Iraq Sports NBA extends television deals for 9 years Trending Maple Syrup Heist Hong Kong protests Iraq crisis Luka Magnotta Ebola outbreak enterovirus D68 Ukraine Retail Wars Audit September 24, 2014 1:02 am Audit on Wood Buffalo finds millions of dollars of questionable spending By Staff  Global News What is this? Sponsored content is written by Global News' editorial staff without any editorial influence by the sponsor. If you'd like to learn more... What is this ? X What is this? Sponsored content is written by Global News' without any editorial influence by the sponsor. If you'd like to learn more... Watch above: Municipal councillors in Fort McMurray say poor judgement has led to an alarming series of recommendations. Fletcher Kent has more on the millions spent on severances and benefits with little or no oversight. EDMONTON – It’s the home of our province’s economic engine, but the regional municipality of Wood Buffalo now has some explaining to do. Story continues below An audit was ordered looking into some questionable spending, and what it found is that there is a lot of work to be done when it comes to accountability and transparency. While no one broke the law, KPMG — the accounting firm which conducted the audit — says there is a serious lack of policy and procedures in place. And some appear not to be following the policies that are in place. Forty-six recommendations were made in nine areas, including governance, council policy, land acquisitions and expropriations, consultants and contractors, and the one that appears to be the largest issue: travel and living expenses. The report says in an overall observation of travel and living expenses, that there was “no documented evidence of a policy or procedure or regular monitoring over fly-in-fly out, temporary housing accommodation, or taxable benefits could be provided. “Within expense reports, instances of unevidenced approval, non-compliance with expense policies, and self-approval of expenses were noted.” The self-approval included some instances where the mayor approved her own expenses. KPMG says that the municipality did not have a mechanism in place to provide further review of the mayor’s expenses but Mayor Melissa Blake says that issue has already been addressed. “The difficulty is when you are at the top of the apex, there’s nobody superior to you to approve your expenses,” said the mayor. “So the audit budget committee actually took appropriate actions before this report came out.” Blake also said she still isn’t sure how these problems continued for so long, adding some of the problems are complex. Council calls these findings alarming and vows to implement all recommendations. On Tuesday morning, one councillor said it might have been cheaper and faster for KPMG to provide a list of everything it was doing right instead of all it was doing wrong. When asked about accountability in Wood Buffalo, Premier Jim Prentice said if there has been any misappropriation of funds, he won’t hesitate to get involved. You can read the full audit, which covers 2011 to May 2014, below: View this document on Scribd With files from Quinn Ohler, Global News © Shaw Media, 2014 Report an error Audit Fort McMurray KPMG Wood Buffalo More Stories News Penhorwood condo owners receive apology after being threatened with jail time CRA audited left-wing think-tank because its research shows ‘bias’ Russian timber thieves selling wood in North America, environmentalist says Twinning of Alberta’s ‘Highway of Death’ on track for 2016: Prentice N.B. chief electoral officer to seek audit of some vote tallies Comments Popular Now Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released 20224 How does Ebola spread? 5 things you need to know 18659 Accused Madeleine McCann Twitter troll found dead 9985 Ebola: 5 reasons why an outbreak is highly unlikely in Canada 7298 UPDATE: What’s the best, cheapest Canadian cellphone plan out there? 5891 Featured Content Canada Ebola: 5 reasons why an outbreak is highly unlikely in Canada What are the chances of an Ebola outbreak taking off in Canada? It isn’t likely, according to experts. And here are a number of reasons why. Continue reading → Environment Are we in the midst of a mass extinction? There have been 5 mass extinctions — the loss of 75 per cent or more of the world’s species — in Earth’s history. Scientists now believe that we are at the early stages of the sixth. Continue reading → Health Lab-grown penises may soon be ‘ready for testing’ on humans Researchers in North Carolina say penises grown in laboratories could “soon be ready for human testing,” offering hope for men who have had traumatic injuries or penile cancer. Continue reading → Canada Meet Rachel Parent — the teen fighting for GMO labelling in Canada Rachel Parent is a 15-year-old activist. Her goal: mandatory labelling in Canada of all genetically modified organisms, or GMOs that are found as ingredients in food. Continue reading → Canada Abandoned puppies on the mend Twenty hungry, cold and flea-infested puppies found in a Saskatchewan field are now being nursed back to health at Battleford’s Humane Society. Continue reading → Science Everything you need to know about Wednesday’s lunar eclipse On Oct. 8, Canada will be treated to its second lunar eclipse of the year. Find out what you can expect. Continue reading → Canada Can homegrown food win the climate change war? Wondering what’s the single most effective way to combat climate change? Plant a garden. Continue reading → Canada 16×9: An investigation into illegal lumber Timber thieves are stealing wood from the Russian Far East, processing it in China and then shipping it to North America, a 16×9 investigation has found. Continue reading → Highlights Hounds of Parliament: As commuting cyclist and budget watchdog, Frechette must make his presence known Frechette draws a line distinguishing his personality as a cyclist and as the parliamentary budget officer. But surely there’s a parallel between the assertive man he is on a bike and in the role of PBO? Continue reading → Email alerts Sign up for FREE daily Globalnews.ca newsletters and breaking news alerts Email Address National Daily News National Breaking News By clicking on the submit button, I have read, understood and agreed to our privacy policy Twitter Follow globalnews 20 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews USA Swimming suspends #MichaelPhelps for 6 months glbn.ca/ClLU9 pic.twitter.com/nqC3dQ3NhL 20 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews Hillary Clinton: military action against ISIS “critical” and “essential” globalnews.ca/news/1600343/w… #cdnpoli 32 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews Boy left in car during church choir practice dies glbn.ca/ClKBB Jump to a Region BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Connect Facebook Twitter Google+ RSS Contact Us Global News About Us Privacy Policy Principles & Practices Terms & Conditions Copyright Shaw Media Advertise Open Data © Shaw Media Inc., 2014. All rights reserved. Follow Follow “Global News” Get every new post delivered to your Inbox. Join 3,820 other followers Powered by WordPress.com Shaw Connect Expand News Entertainment Entertainment Home Celebs Movies TV Music Living Lifestyle Food Home & Living Sports Money Tech Travel Breaktime Autos Watch TV Online All Sites Global Global News Food Network HGTV History Television Showcase Slice DTOUR ET Canada National Geographic Movietime Lifetime H2 DIY Action NG Wild Mystery IFC BBC Deja Vu Twist)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "October is #FosterFamilyMonth. Thank you #BC for opening your homes and hearts to more than 5,900 children and youth." @John_Yap - 11:14pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7332,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 4, January/February 2006 Le français intensif : un programme à considérer ! par Wendy Carr Les élèves de l’école primaire au Canada apprennent le français dans un contexte de français de base (2 ou 3 leçons par semaine) ou d’immersion française (toute l’instruction en français) : approximativement 95 % et 5 % respectivement. En 1997, une nouvelle approche à l’étude du français qui s’appelle le français intensif a été présentée à Terre-Neuve et au Labrador et se trouve maintenant à Surrey, Colombie-Britannique. Certaines des raisons de présenter une nouvelle approche peuvent être liées à la recherche pour une meilleure façon d’enseigner le français. Une telle recherche s’est démarquée avec l’étude nationale du français de base (1990) un projet de recherche de neuf ans qui a mené à un changement de méthodologie s’éloignant de la concentration sur la grammaire et se servant plutôt de la langue comme outil de communication. Les changements recommandés par cette étude n’étaient pas universellement implantés et étaient basés sur deux conditions qui sont fortement problématiques : l’instruction quotidienne et les professeurs bilingues et entraînés. La difficulté de répondre à ces conditions a fini par une exécution inégale du français de base à travers le Canada. Récemment, le gouvernement fédéral a établi comme but de doubler les diplômés bilingues en 2013. Ceci a provoqué de l’intérêt et du financement dans le secteur de l’enseignement du français comme langue seconde, et l’emphase est maintenant sur les programmes qui peuvent fournir des résultats. L’immersion française s’est déjà prouvée comme un programme efficace ; le français intensif pourrait en être un deuxième. Dr Joan Netten, Memorial University de Terre-Neuve, et Dr Claude Germain, l’Université du Québec à Montréal, ont développé le français intensif comme solution au problème du français de base au Canada. Le programme, originalement appelé Le français de base intensif et maintenant Le français intensif, se trouve à travers le Canada et, depuis septembre 2004, à Surrey en Colombie-Britannique. Son succès jusqu’ici est dû aux solides recherches et aux résultats impressionnants grâce au temps, à l’intensité, et aux stratégies de littératie fournies par les professeurs entraînés et bilingues. En Colombie-Britannique, seulement un sur dix élèves inscrits dans un programme de français de base continue jusqu’à la 12e année. Presque la moitié de ces élèves disent qu’ils ne peuvent pas comprendre la langue parlée. Un communiqué de presse récent de l’ACPLS/ CASLT a déclaré que l’inscription dans des programmes de français de base diminue par 3,6 pour cent ou 61 000 élèves au Canada par année. Il faut des innovations pour arrêter cette tendance. "Student retention and success in French as a second language will only improve with the development of alternative and innovative teaching practices and programs. Newfoundland has taken the initiative in piloting programs such as intensive and extended French. These programs increase the proficiency expectations that exist in most courses." (Susan Forward, Communiqué de presse, ACPLS/CASLT, le 12 nov. 2004) Le français intensif est différent du français de base parce qu’il y a beaucoup plus de temps et d’intensité, et le français devient la langue de communication en classe. Le français intensif est différent de l’immersion française parce que les élèves ne suivent pas le programme d’études de sciences, de sciences humaines, etc. en français ; ils suivent un programme d’études basé sur une approche de littératie autour des thèmes de communication, par exemple, la famille, les animaux, les loisirs, le voyage, etc. Les élèves suivent le programme d’études de maths régulier pour la 5e ou la 6e année en anglais pendant toute l’année. Ils suivent le programme d’études régulier de sciences, de sciences humaines et d’arts langagiers pendant la deuxième moitié de l’année ; on appelle ceci le programme d’études ´ compressé ª. Le français intensif est basé sur un modèle de l’anglais intensif des années 70 où les nouveaux immigrés ont appris l’anglais dans un bloc intensif de temps, se concentrant principalement sur la langue plutôt que le contenu. Le français intensif est défini par ses créateurs, Joan Netten et Claude Germain (2004), comme étant un ´ enrichissement du programme français de base offrant de 3 — 4 fois le nombre d’heures régulièrement programmées pour FLS dans une période concentrée (cinq mois) à la fin du cycle d’école primaire (en 5e ou 6e année) ª. En fait, cet enrichissement de français de base est bien plus prononcé (6 — 7 fois) en Colombie-Britannique où les élèves de la 5e ou 6e année reçoivent généralement deux leçons de français de 40 minutes — approximativement 1,5 heure par semaine — comparé aux élèves du français intensif de Surrey qui reçoivent entre trois et quatre heures par jour pendant la première moitié de l’année (le semestre intensif) et une heure par jour pendant la deuxième moitié de l’année. Le français intensif est un programme de choix offert par le conseil scolaire dans les écoles où il y a de l’intérêt dans la communauté ; cette année il y a 5 écoles à Surrey et d’autres conseils scolaires s’intéressent au programme. Suivez bien le programme de français intensif car les élèves de ces premières classes seront les diplômés de 2013 ! Information : www.mmecarr.ca/ICF/ICF.html Synopsis: Surrey is piloting a new program called Intensive French. This program has been very successful in eastern Canadian provinces and should be carefully considered as a means of achieving the goal that the federal government has set, namely to double the number of bilingual students graduating in Canada by 2013. Wendy Carr, Coordonnatrice, programmes de formation des maîtres en français, Université de Colombie-Britannique. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7346,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 5, March 2006 Why we need to teach financial and consumer education in our schools by Patricia Douglas For many teachers, the monetary consequences of our 10-day strike in October are still being resolved, which raises the issue of how little most of us know about budgeting, saving for emergencies, and dealing with creditors and other financial institutions. How does it happen that such a well-educated group of citizens can so easily find themselves in such a predicament? Perhaps the absence of consumer and financial education within our educational system is at least partly to blame. Since 1995, when Consumer Education 12 was removed as a graduation prerequisite, there has been no requirement for students to learn about financial and consumer issues within the curriculum. Planning 10 has added a few hours of financial planning but it is the smallest segment of the Planning 10 course and some teachers are ignoring this section since they lack the knowledge or expertise to teach the material adequately. According to experts in the field, such as the Credit Grantors’ Association of Vancouver, the Credit Counselling Society of BC, and representatives of bankruptcy trustees, more detailed and in-depth financial education must be taught at a senior level when students are more mature, are preparing to leave high school, and at a time when they will require the information. To quote some statistics that give insight into this problem: In 2005, the average Canadian carried a debt load equivalent to 115% of their gross annual salary. This compares to a debt load equivalent to 50% of their salary in the early 1980s when interest rates were running up to 20%.  The average BC consumer who approaches the Credit Counselling Society of BC for assistance has a consumer debt load of $25,000, not including their mortgage or car payments.  This same consumer has an average of 7.3 credit cards in their possession.  Nationally, half of all Canadians pay off their credit card balances each month and half do not.   There are 52 million active Visa and Mastercards in circulation in Canada at the present time. Students who take the Essentials of Mathematics in Grades 10 through 12, do get some grounding in basic consumer and financial issues. However, our brightest students, who do not take Essentials of Mathematics, go on to college and university without any training in, or thought about how they will be paying for their post-secondary education and how they will manage their debt load after graduating. Has anyone ever: suggested to students that they might delay the start of college or university for a year or two so that they will not need student loans and they can graduate without an enormous debt load?  explained to students that putting money into an RRSP will decrease their personal tax payments so the extra money saved can pay for schooling and that $10,000 per year can be pulled out of an RRSP tax free (for a period of 10 years) to pay for education costs?  told students that they are not able to declare personal bankruptcy as a result of their inability to pay off a student loan for 10 years after graduation? If they do declare personal bankruptcy, they will not be able to get credit for another 6 years–a total of 16 years after graduation during which time they will not be able to buy a house, own a credit card, or purchase a car, or even groceries, on credit!  taught students about the strategies and the compounding effects of starting to save for retirement as early as possible?  discussed with students the problems of owning a house or condo, putting money into RESPs for their children’s education, or saving for retirement when they are still paying off student loans in their 40s?  explained to students that in a global, technology-based economy, there are very few, long-term, secure positions with good medical and retirement benefits available? Most young people will work for a number of different companies, with few, if any, benefits. Many will work on a contract basis or be self-employed and they will be responsible for their own medical and retirement benefits. They also will need to budget for a number of periods of unemployment during their working years as they look for new employment or upgrade their skills and training. Teachers have learned some life lessons in financial management from this strike, especially new teachers, who had no savings and lots of credit-card debt and student-loan payments. Many of them had no reserves to even pay for food, let alone rent. Now is the time to think about how our students can also benefit from our experience. Students need to learn about financial issues and unfortunately, this has always been an area that parents are reluctant to discuss with their children. That leaves it up to the educational system to offer students some support and training in these matters. We need to advocate for more financial education for all students as a requirement for graduation from secondary school and we need to do it now. Some real-life stories of credit management • A young couple in their late 20s, who bought a house within the past year, are carrying a total debt of just over $95,000, as well as their mortgage. Their debts include $36,000 in student loans for a post-secondary degree, $16,000 for a car loan, $43,000 in unsecured credit card loans and line of credit, mostly for furnishings for their new home. This well-educated young couple, despite their desperate credit situation, borrowed more credit this past Christmas to buy themselves a new laptop. • Another couple in their early 30s, who is carrying a total debt of $131,000, is hoping to declare bankruptcy as of January 2006. They simply spent all the money that they made and more. Their debts consist of $32,000 for a car lease, $38,000 for student loans, $61,000 for home and living expenses purchased on credit. This couple, who recently purchased a workout machine for $3,400 on credit, have sought interest relief for the entire eight years since the husband, a school principal, graduated from a post-secondary institution. • A very busy senior manager in the public-service sector accumulated over $125,000 in debt using mostly credit cards and lines of credit. He lacked organization and did no monitoring of his spending. Since he did not know how to budget or control his spending, he just ignored the whole financial area. Luckily he recently found a partner and is well on track to clearing up his debts. • A young couple, who married last year after they both graduated from university, were given the down-payment for a house as a wedding present from their families. A year later, both of them are working in well-paying professions but they are selling the house to help pay off their student loans and moving in with her parents. Their student loan debts total $158,500. Credit advice is available from Credit Counselling Society of BC, 1-888-527-8999, www.nomoredebts.org. Speakers on credit for Grade 11 and 12 classes are available from Credit Grantors, 604-320-2333 (leave a message) or www.creditgrantors.org. Patricia Douglas is a business education teacher, David Thompson Secondary School, Vancouver and editor for the BC Business Educators’ Association PSA. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=1656,BCTF News Releases  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources   For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development News Release Archives 2014  2013  2012    2011 2010  2009  2008 2007  2006  Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2006 Archives BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE January 17, 2006 Teachers file additional complaint with International Labour Organization The BC Teachers' Federation has filed another formal complaint against the BC government in its ongoing case before the United Nations agency responsible for international labour law. "We believe it is very important to continue to bring the standards expected in the international community to bear here in British Columbia," said BCTF President Jinny Sims. The International Labour Organization has already condemned the BC government for violations of the fundamental principles of free collective bargaining and freedom of association affecting tens of thousands of workers. The ILO recommended the BC Liberals should repeal their 2001 legislation that made teaching an essential service and thus limited the right to strike. It also urged government to refrain from imposing settlements through legislation and to respect the autonomy of bargaining partners. "In the earlier ruling, the ILO also requested that it be kept informed of further developments, so we are complying with that request," Sims said. Jinny Sims pointed out that Canada has been signatory to the relevant international convention since 1948. "As Canadians, we expect our legislators to honour our commitments under international law, and we are calling on the BC government to do so," she said. The latest complaint centres on Bill 12, which precipitated last October's two-week strike, and "resulted in five years of imposed conditions of employment, no improvement in students' learning conditions, and a freeze on teachers' salaries." The complaint notes that the teachers attempted to follow the rules government itself imposed under the essential services legislation. They participated in hearings to determine essential service levels and followed the Labour Relations Board orders with respect to their partial strike. However, just as the LRB was set to rule on whether teachers could legally withdraw instructional services, the government once again "demonstrated an utter disregard for its own rules" and legislated away that right. "When the BC government announced that it would deny even this most trivial interference with employer operations and moved swiftly to end bargaining, any vestige of free collective bargaining was shattered. The teachers were forced to respond outside of the legal framework," the complaint states. Further, it asserts: "Although the BC government may recognize collective bargaining for teachers on paper, teachers have been 'effectively' deprived of any lawful means of exercising their right to strike. This is contrary to international law." To read the full 10-page document, please go to: http://www.bctf.ca/bargain/rights/ILO/complaint2006-01-17.pdf - 30 - For more information, contact Nancy Knickerbocker, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell). Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7102&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 1, September 2005 Achievement focus counter-productive by Nancy Knickerbocker "I want to impress upon you the urgency of what we face. B.C., like other provinces and states, is facing an educational emergency. It is created and exacerbated by strategies and policies used allegedly to improve education. We need to help parents understand that it is an emergency." This was the call to action from Boston academic and author Alfie Kohn, in his keynote speech to the more than 600 delegates at the BCTF summer conference, held in August at UBC. Author of 10 books on education, parenting, and human behavior, Kohn’s work has been translated into 10 languages. Among his titles are The Schools Our Children Deserve (1999) and The Case Against Standardized Testing (2000). Unconditional Parenting is his latest. (Read more about his work at www.alfiekohn.org. Kohn quipped that U.S. President George Bush’s infamous "No Child Left Behind" legislation ought to be called the "Many Children Left Behind Act." Unfortunately though, Canadians are importing destructive policies from south of the border. "If my goal were to undermine democratic public education, I’d do exactly what this provincial government is doing," he said, pointing to the B.C. Liberals‚ mantra of "It’s all about achievement." Kohn said there are five fatal flaws to the "tougher standards movement," also known as the "accountability agenda." It gets motivation wrong. It gets teaching and learning wrong. It gets evaluation wrong. It gets school reform wrong. It gets improvement wrong. Kohn said that the idea that achievement is all that matters might sound good, but it flies in the face of growing evidence in educational psychology that reveals a big difference between real learning and test performance. "I believe excellence is important, and I want to see kids learning well," he said, "but when kids are too focused on how they’re doing rather than what they’re learning, bad things happen." Kohn said that overemphasizing achievement ignores the factors that motivate students to authentic learning. There are negative consequences for kids: They become less interested in learning for its own sake. They become preoccupied with their abilities. They prefer easy tasks and quick completion. They are devastated by failure. Their quality of learning suffers. "Research shows that when kids get too focused on achievement, paradoxically achievement declines when measured by deep understanding," Kohn said. The second fatal flaw of the tougher standards movement is that it gets teaching and learning wrong, Kohn said. It reduces teaching to mere transmission of a "bunch o’ facts" to students who are reduced to "passive receptacles." He noted that B.C.’s highly prescriptive curriculum is "based on a coverage model" that requires teachers to cover everything, rather than allowing students to discover what they want to learn. "Thinking is messy, and deep thinking is really messy," Kohn said. "Your curriculum is nothing if not orderly." The third fatal flaw of the accountability agenda is that it gets evaluation wrong. Raising test scores can mean ruining our schools, in Kohn’s view. He questioned why the B.C. Ministry of Education is uncritically using standardized test scores as its measure of success. "Don’t let anyone tell you that standardized tests don’t provide accurate measures," he said. "In fact, they are exquisitely accurate measures of the size of the houses near a school." Kohn asked the assembled teachers: "How many of you know students who are gifted deep thinkers, yet they don’t do well on standardized tests?" Many hands went up. "And how many of you know students who are relatively shallow thinkers who excel on standardized tests?" Again, many hands went up. Indeed, he said, research shows that high test scores correlate to shallow thinking at elementary, middle, and secondary school levels. The fourth fatal flaw is that the accountability agenda promotes a wrong-headed direction for school reform, Kohn said. "Accountability is just a code word for more control over the classrooms by people who are not in the classrooms. It has the same effect on learning as the noose has on breathing." Kohn observed that, "the B.C. government’s [education] policy is predicated on intolerance for disagreement." The question is whether governments choose to work with those in schools, or try to compel them to work a certain way. Teachers generally want to improve education and do not oppose the impetus for change in schools. "People don’t resist change. They resist being changed," he said. Reporting out of test results to rank schools, as the Fraser Institute does in several provinces including B.C., is unethical because it "invites misleading comparisons," Kohn said. He invited audience members to rally together under the banner of "Fighting Reactionary and Stupid Educational Ranking, or FRASER." The fifth fatal flaw, of the accountability agenda, is that it gets improvement wrong. "Harder isn’t always better," Kohn said, declaring that notion "a simplistic conflation of quality and difficulty." He decried the "sorting machine" model, in which school systems are designed to separate winners from losers. "It’s all about competition, not co-operation. It’s about rivalry in the marketplace, and making sure that some people always fail." So, what do we do about all of this? "We fight," Kohn said. "That’s what we do." He urged teachers to assert policies that deal with quality of their working lives and the quality of education children receive. He encouraged them to inform parents that they and their kids have the right to opt out of standardized tests. And he suggested they try to make every education minister’s worst fear come true—"What if we gave a test and nobody came?" Kohn pointed out several hopeful signs that Canadians do not support the accountability agenda. Canadians (83%) believe testing should be used to evaluate and improve learning, not rank children. By a two to one margin, Canadians favour teachers’ evaluations of their children’s learning to standardized tests. Parent advisory committees are starting to resist testing. Five Vancouver schools rejected Fraser Institute awards last year. Kohn challenged teachers to act on their professional concerns about standardized testing and other impediments to quality teaching. "What are you doing to show you are serious in your opposition? How are you trying to minimize the damage? How will you make long-term change?" Nancy Knickerbocker is the BCTF’s media-relations officer.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11488,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 19, Number 5, March 2007 Our students’ future? Worth voting for by Sylvia Bishop Teachers care deeply about their students. Helping fulfill the promise each student holds is at the centre of teachers’ commitment to the profession. We work hard to provide the best and richest learning experiences possible under the increasing pressure of limited resources, cuts to programs, and loss of teaching colleagues. Teachers know district and provincial funding challenges affect them and their students every day they are in school. But have federal policies and directions also been measured? Consider the number of students living in poverty. Over 167,000 children in BC are living in poverty. The "working poor" now describes two-income households raising children in neighbourhoods with unaffordable housing and rising living costs. Teachers know the affects on student learning when children come to school tired and hungry. No learning can take place with hunger pains and fatigue present. Consider what a difference an equitable and accessible national childcare program would make to working families. Child and youth advocates have worked hard for over 25 years to see the establishment of a national childcare program, only to see it reduced to a $100 a month cheque. Teachers know how a secure, regulated, and funded childcare program can assist in a child’s early childhood development. The guidance and monitoring after-school student care also supports a student’s learning. Consider the affects of climate change and the environment we live in. Severe weather patterns and increased threats to ecological systems impact sustainability. What kind of world will our students live in 5, 10, or 20 years from now? Scientists indicate that climate change as a result of global warming can be reversed. It requires policies to initiate and enforce the changes we need. There is an opportunity likely coming this year, to bring about the changes our students and their families need. In all likelihood, a federal election will be called either in the spring or fall of this year. Now more than ever, every single vote—your vote—matters. Pundits predict Canada may face years of minority governments. This comes during a time of decreasing voter turn out in federal elections. The only way to change this is for every single eligible voter to cast their vote come election day. The BC Federation of Labour will once again conduct its Count Me In campaign. The Canadian Labour Congress (CLC) will be distributing information on issues that affect working families through its Better Choices campaign. These two web sites are a rich resource of information: www.count-me-in.net and www.betterchoice.ca. The Federation will provide members with information on the issues. Look for upcoming articles in the Teacher newmagazine and visit bctf.ca. Here’s what you can do. Make sure you are on the voters’ list. In the period leading up to election day, get involved in the process by reading up on the issues and attending all candidates’ meetings. Consider working for the candidate who best represents the interests of your students and their families. On election day, make your vote count. Your students’ future? It’s your choice. Sylvia Bishop is an assistant director, BCTF Communications and Campaigns Division. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141006,globalnews.ca,http://globalnews.ca/news/1600280/ebola-5-reasons-why-an-outbreak-is-highly-unlikely-in-canada/,Ebola: 5 reasons why an outbreak is highly unlikely in Canada  | Globalnews.ca Your Region: National BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg On TV: News Hour Sections National National sections Locals Local sections Watch Watch sections Search Canada Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released Sections Health Money Consumer Tech Entertainment Environment Science Lifestyle Sports Featured Canada World Politics Investigations Canada Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released Your Region National Change BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Health Money Consumer Tech Entertainment Environment Science Lifestyle Sports Jump to a Region National BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Man trying to reach Bermuda in inflatable bubble rescued by Coast Guard Schedule NowNews Hour 6:30pmGlobal National More Programs Global National The West Block 16x9 The Morning Show More Personalities Dawna Friesen Carolyn Jarvis Liza Fromer Tom Clark More News Major snowfall covers N. Manitoba Entertainment ‘Gone Girl’ wins weekend box office News Journalist with Ebola arrives at US hospital Canada Quebecor sells off Sun newspaper chain News Crowdfunded bus debuts in Toronto Entertainment Depardieu reveals past as escort, thief Canada MPs debate motion for airstrikes in Iraq Sports NBA extends television deals for 9 years Trending Maple Syrup Heist Hong Kong protests Iraq crisis Luka Magnotta Ebola outbreak enterovirus D68 Ukraine Retail Wars Ebola October 6, 2014 12:38 pm Ebola: 5 reasons why an outbreak is highly unlikely in Canada By Carmen Chai  Global News What is this? Sponsored content is written by Global News' editorial staff without any editorial influence by the sponsor. If you'd like to learn more... What is this ? X What is this? Sponsored content is written by Global News' without any editorial influence by the sponsor. If you'd like to learn more... WATCH ABOVE: US health officials are monitoring about 50 people for signs of Ebola who may have had contact with Ebola patient Thomas Duncan before he was admitted to hospital.  TORONTO – The Ebola virus is still spreading across West Africa. A single case has been diagnosed in the U.S., and Canadian officials have returned with only negative results in suspected cases. What are the chances of an Ebola outbreak taking off in Canada? It isn’t likely, according to experts. And there are a number of reasons why. Story continues below Related Stories How Canada’s top public health officer hopes to transform the country Why isn’t there a travel ban on countries battling the Ebola outbreak? Ebola outbreak: How Canadian officials are protecting our borders “The fear we’re going to be submerged in a worldwide Ebola outbreak is an unbased fear that’s unlikely.  There isn’t evidence this is spreading beyond in a way that should worry people living thousands of miles away,” Dr. Joel Kettner told Global News. Kettner is medical director of Winnipeg’s International Centre for Infectious Diseases. He was Manitoba’s chief medical officer of health from 1999 to 2012. While the medical community is working hard to remind the public that the situation in Canada is completely different from West Africa, concern still exists. Here are five reasons why an Ebola outbreak is highly unlikely in Canada. There is trust in medical officials At the onset of the outbreak, reports poured in from aid groups working on the front lines of Liberia, Nigeria, Sierra Leone and Guinea – the hardest hit regions. Medicins Sans Frontieres doctors were chased out of villages, families hid their Ebola-stricken loved ones from health officials and survivors were stigmatized by their community. “When the virus is being spread, there are ideas of witchcraft, of this being a government conspiracy. These types of ideas come forth before basic public health ideas,” Canadian doctor Tim Jagatic told Global News. READ MORE: How does Ebola spread? 5 things you need to know Locals told him: We noticed the people who go into your hospital don’t come out so we don’t want our family members to go with you. In past outbreaks in Canada – SARS for example – the public complied with advice doled out by health officials, according to Dr. Michael Gardam, director of infectious diseases at the University Health Network. Gardam remembers SARS: those who felt sick abided by recommendations to stay home, families avoided visiting their sick family members in hospital, and Ontarians were careful with hand washing and personal hygiene. There are cultural differences  Ebola can only be spread to others after symptoms begin. “You can’t share it with anybody. It happens only when it comes out through bodily fluids,” according to Jason Tetro, a Canadian microbiologist and author. Victims are most infectious at death, but this is when their families are carrying out customary burial rituals. Reports suggest that part of the ritual is to kiss the body of their deceased loved ones and even share a meal in the presence of the corpse. READ MORE: Why health officials say the Ebola epidemic won’t spread into Canada Doctors battling the outbreak have advised communities against this ritual but, in some cases, it’s pushed aside. They say that these funeral rites – which are uncommon in North America – largely contribute to the spread. There is action taken with suspected cases  During an outbreak such as this one, there are special communications to and heightened awareness among health care providers. The communication lines — between hospitals to provincial ministries, between provinces and Ottawa, and between agencies and the media to the public — are opened. Think of last month’s suspected case of Ebola in a Brampton, Ont. hospital. It was widely reported on, while the hospital and Ontario health officials provided regular updates. Those who have been tested for Ebola are kept in isolation and anyone who has come into close contact with them is followed up on – these precautions ensure that anyone who may be affected knows his or her status and halts potential spread in its tracks. (In the U.S., the single diagnosed case saw the patient in isolation in hospital while his family was forced to stay home for the next 21 days – the longest period of time for incubation.) READ MORE: First diagnosed Ebola case in North America. What happened? Quarantine officers are at all of Canada’s international airports — Vancouver, Calgary, Toronto and Montreal, for example — and they work around the clock, seven days a week, according to the Public Health Agency of Canada. And then there’s the Quarantine Act, which would help in detection and management of sick travellers. It requires travellers to report to CBSA agents if they’re ill upon arrival. Airlines and flight attendants are also required to report sick passengers coming off of international flights. Our health care system is prepared for potential cases Health officials in poverty-stricken West Africa already have an uphill climb in educating remote communities about Ebola and its spread. Medical care, isolation units and protective equipment are scarce. Think of the U.S. missionary – Dr. Kent Brantly – who was in a dire condition before he was transported back to the U.S. – what plagued him was dangerously low levels of electrolytes, which couldn’t be measured while he was in Liberia. This isn’t the case in Canada, where hospitals are fully prepared for a potential case. READ MORE: How Canadian docs are fighting Ebola during the world’s worst outbreak Post-SARS, protocol for nurses, doctors and paramedics changed dramatically and surveillance is now in place brokering intelligence on rising diseases that could pose a threat. Hospitals have better ventilation, single rooms, and plexiglass walls that act as a barrier between emergency room front desks and sick patients. Patients are now screened for a fever, cough or trouble breathing. They’re asked a critical, telling question: have they recently returned from another country? Canada is sending resources to West Africa Canada is sending a second mobile laboratory and the team to run it to West Africa in an effort to battle the Ebola outbreak, Health Minister Rona Ambrose announced Saturday. The new team will help Medecins Sans Frontieres – Doctors Without Borders – figure out if cleaning techniques at treatment centres need to be stepped up to prevent infection of health-care workers. READ MORE: How health officials are responding to the Ebola outbreak globally Canada donated up to 1,000 doses of its experimental Ebola vaccine, put aid workers on the ground in West Africa and it’s already donated $5 million to the cause, including $2.5 million in protective equipment. carmen.chai@globalnews.ca Follow @Carmen_Chai © Shaw Media, 2014 Report an error Canadian research Dr. Joel Kettner Dr. Kent Brantly Dr. Michael Gardam Dr. Tim Jagatic Ebola Ebola outbreak Global health Guinea Health technology Jason Tetro Liberia Medicins Sans Frontieres Nigeria Sierra Leone Carmen Chai Senior Web Coordinator Carmen Chai is a national reporter covering health and education for GlobalNews.ca. More Stories Health How does Ebola spread? 5 things you need to know First diagnosed Ebola case in the North America. What happened? Canada’s lab an unlikely Ebola powerhouse Health ministers reassure Canadians about Ebola after first U.S. case Canada prepping for potential Ebola cases Comments Popular Now Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released 20224 How does Ebola spread? 5 things you need to know 18659 Accused Madeleine McCann Twitter troll found dead 9985 Ebola: 5 reasons why an outbreak is highly unlikely in Canada 7298 UPDATE: What’s the best, cheapest Canadian cellphone plan out there? 5891 Featured Content Canada Ebola: 5 reasons why an outbreak is highly unlikely in Canada What are the chances of an Ebola outbreak taking off in Canada? It isn’t likely, according to experts. And here are a number of reasons why. Continue reading → Environment Are we in the midst of a mass extinction? There have been 5 mass extinctions — the loss of 75 per cent or more of the world’s species — in Earth’s history. Scientists now believe that we are at the early stages of the sixth. Continue reading → Health Lab-grown penises may soon be ‘ready for testing’ on humans Researchers in North Carolina say penises grown in laboratories could “soon be ready for human testing,” offering hope for men who have had traumatic injuries or penile cancer. Continue reading → Canada Meet Rachel Parent — the teen fighting for GMO labelling in Canada Rachel Parent is a 15-year-old activist. Her goal: mandatory labelling in Canada of all genetically modified organisms, or GMOs that are found as ingredients in food. Continue reading → Canada Abandoned puppies on the mend Twenty hungry, cold and flea-infested puppies found in a Saskatchewan field are now being nursed back to health at Battleford’s Humane Society. Continue reading → Science Everything you need to know about Wednesday’s lunar eclipse On Oct. 8, Canada will be treated to its second lunar eclipse of the year. Find out what you can expect. Continue reading → Canada Can homegrown food win the climate change war? Wondering what’s the single most effective way to combat climate change? Plant a garden. Continue reading → Canada 16×9: An investigation into illegal lumber Timber thieves are stealing wood from the Russian Far East, processing it in China and then shipping it to North America, a 16×9 investigation has found. Continue reading → Highlights Hounds of Parliament: As commuting cyclist and budget watchdog, Frechette must make his presence known Frechette draws a line distinguishing his personality as a cyclist and as the parliamentary budget officer. But surely there’s a parallel between the assertive man he is on a bike and in the role of PBO? Continue reading → Email alerts Sign up for FREE daily Globalnews.ca newsletters and breaking news alerts Email Address National Daily News National Breaking News By clicking on the submit button, I have read, understood and agreed to our privacy policy Twitter Follow globalnews 20 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews USA Swimming suspends #MichaelPhelps for 6 months glbn.ca/ClLU9 pic.twitter.com/nqC3dQ3NhL 20 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews Hillary Clinton: military action against ISIS “critical” and “essential” globalnews.ca/news/1600343/w… #cdnpoli 32 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews Boy left in car during church choir practice dies glbn.ca/ClKBB Jump to a Region BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Connect Facebook Twitter Google+ RSS Contact Us Global News About Us Privacy Policy Principles & Practices Terms & Conditions Copyright Shaw Media Advertise Open Data © Shaw Media Inc., 2014. All rights reserved. Follow Follow “Global News” Get every new post delivered to your Inbox. Join 3,820 other followers Powered by WordPress.com Shaw Connect Expand News Entertainment Entertainment Home Celebs Movies TV Music Living Lifestyle Food Home & Living Sports Money Tech Travel Breaktime Autos Watch TV Online All Sites Global Global News Food Network HGTV History Television Showcase Slice DTOUR ET Canada National Geographic Movietime Lifetime H2 DIY Action NG Wild Mystery IFC BBC Deja Vu Twist)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/francais/NouvellesFECB.aspx?id=31226&printPage=true,Nouvelles de la FECB Vol.19, No.7, 6 novembre 2013  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Français > Nouvelles de la FECB > 2013-14 Archive     Volume 19, Numéro 7, 6 novembre 2013 Dates de négociation fixées Ressources sur la paix pour le jour du Souvenir et tout au long de l'année Lien vers l’enquête sur les enseignantes et enseignants autochtones Pauvreté et sondage sur l'éducation résultats maintenant disponible Une journée dans la vie Ce tweet est pour toi Deux nouveaux ateliers pour les enseignants De meilleures écoles À quoi ressemblerait un monde sans violence ? Dates de négociation fixées La FECB et les représentants du gouvernement ont repris les négociations la semaine dernière. Les mises à jour sont affichées après chaque séance de négociation sur le Portail des membres qui se trouve sur la page d'accueil de la FECB. Vous n'êtes pas encore inscrit sur le portail? Pas de problème. Cliquez ici pour une inscription rapide et facile, tout ce dont vous avez besoin est votre numéro d'employé qui se trouve sur le bulletin de paie que vous recevez de votre conseil scolaire. Ressources sur la paix pour le jour du Souvenir et tout au long de l'année La FECB offre aux enseignants un atelier intitulé Créer une culture de la paix (en anglais) quipermet de clarifier le sens et la compréhension de la sensibilisation à la paix et fournit des activités pour la classe. Contactez Bonnie Quan Symons afin de réserver l'atelier pour une journée de perfectionnement professionnel.Vous pouvez trouver d'autres ressources sur l'éducation à la paix à travers l’Association provinciales des spécialistes, Peace and Global Education (PAGE),en cliquant ici. Lien vers l’enquête sur les enseignantes et enseignants autochtones Merci à tous ceux qui ont souligné que le lien vers l'enquête auprès des enseignantes et enseignants autochtones dans le dernier numéro de Nouvelles FECB ne fonctionnait pas, le voici. Le Comité consultatif pour l’éducation autochtone de la FECB invite tous les enseignants qui se sont identifiés d'ascendance autochtone à participer à ce sondage qui permettra de guider la FECB dans la fourniture de soutien et d'encouragement aux enseignants autochtones. Pauvreté et sondage sur l'éducation résultats maintenant disponible En 2012-13, la Fédération des enseignantes et enseignants de la C.-B a interrogé les enseignants de la province au sujet de la pauvreté et de ses effets sur l'enseignement public. Le sondage demandait leur opinion aux enseignants sur des sujets tels que la faim et les programmes scolaires de repas gratuits, les frais de scolarité et la participation aux activités liées à l'école, les absences et les barrières liées à la pauvreté, la sensibilisation et la compréhension de la pauvreté, l'adéquation des ressources pour répondre aux besoins liés à la pauvreté à l'école et les questions prioritaires pour un plaidoyer sur les questions de la pauvreté et de l'éducation. Un rapport détaillé pour chacun de ces thèmes est en préparation et les divers chapitres seront mis en ligne prochainement. Au total, 778 enseignants de toute la province ont rempli le sondage Pauvreté et éducation 2012: point de vue d'un enseignant. Un aperçu des résultats est disponible ici. Une journée dans la vie Vous vous demandez ce qu'est la vie en tant que professeur dans d'autres pays? Pour un aperçu de la vie de l'enseignant à Bali, au Togo, en Inde et au Brésil, regardez cette charmante vidéo de trois minutes de la fédération syndicale mondiale, Éducation internationale, qui représente 30 millions d'enseignants dans plus de 170 pays à travers le monde. Indépendamment des différences et de l’endroit où nous vivons et enseignons, tous les enseignants ont les mêmes objectifs pour leurs élèves. Ce tweet est pour toi Le service d’information de la FECB a ouvert un compte Twitter! Suivez-nous sur @bctfinfo pour découvrir des liens intéressants et les mises à jour de la collection de la bibliothèque. Et, s'il vous plaît, suivez notre compte Twitter principal @bctf. Deux nouveaux ateliers pour les enseignants L'automne est un moment chargé et stressant pour les enseignants. La rentrée scolaire, les portes-ouvertes, les bulletins, les réunions pour les PEI (IEP), les plans de sécurité, les plans de comportement, l'Halloween et les fêtes de Diwali. Compte tenu des nombreuses exigences de l'enseignement, il est facile d'oublier de prendre soin de soi. Un atelier d'une journée nouvellement révisé appelé Staying well est disponible pour les membres de la FECB et est parfait pour une journée de perfectionnement professionnel. Les principaux thèmes abordés sont: fixer des limites de charge de travail, les soins personnels, faire des choix intelligents et se déstresser. Les participants pourront renouer avec des collègues, rire et partager des histoires tout en évaluant l'équilibre travail-vie privée en explorant comment conserver un état de bien-être et créer un milieu de travail sain. Les facilitateurs-enseignants qualifiés vont concevoir la séance pour répondre aux besoins de chaque membre du personnel enseignant de l'école. Préparez-vous pour les conférences, les réunions PEI et autres réunions impliquant les parents, par l'apprentissage de stratégies efficaces en communication. Working together with parents is good for kids and teachers est un autre atelier de la FECB nouvellement révisé mettant l'accent sur la façon dont les relations positives entre les parents et les enseignants améliorent l'apprentissage des élèves. Dans le climat scolaire actuel dans l’enseignement public  où les droits parentaux sont plus importants, des stratégies de communication positive et des compétences en résolution de conflits sont des outils nécessaires pour les enseignants. Cet atelier, adapté pour le personnel enseignant des écoles, explique également comment construire un plaidoyer commun pour le bien-être des élèves. Réservez un de ces ateliers en communiquant (en anglais) avec Bonnie Quan Symons, au 604-871-1857 ou au numéro sans frais 1-800-663-9163 (poste 1857) . De meilleures écoles Les enseignants en C.-B. s'inquiètent qu’après une décennie de sous-financement nos élèves ne soient floués. Les derniers chiffres de Statistique Canada montrent l'écart croissant entre la Colombie-Britannique et le reste du Canada en matière de financement de l'enseignement. Les enseignants ont un plan pour construire de meilleures écoles pour la Colombie-Britannique.     À quoi ressemblerait un monde sans violence ? Recherché ! Des représentations par les élèves sur le thème, Imaginez un monde sans violence. Tous les médias seront acceptés (une infographie, une vidéo de 6 secondes, un essai, une poésie, une nouvelle, un film, une illustration, affiche, carte, etc.). Les soumissions doivent être envoyées à sruzic@bctf.ca avec la mention «monde sans violence» dans la ligne sujet. Les soumissions pourraient figurer dans le magazine Teacher de la FECB, le bulletin d’information en justice sociale et sur les affiches pour la justice sociale, ainsi que sur la page Facebook et sur le site web de la FECB. Date limite pour les soumissions : le 30 avril 2014)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "#FunFriday Fact: #BC has the highest small business employment in Canada. October is Small Business Month! Check out: http://t.co/20bcLmlvFP" @bcliberals - 03:55pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "Gr8 event honoring Taiwan ROC w many friends @douglasbing @marvinhunt4bc @KerryLynneFindl @mhlchiu26 @prairiechinois http://t.co/85TUCQsbrI" @John_Yap - 05:40pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/BCTF-research.aspx?id=22697,BCTF>The Worklife of BC teachers in 2009: PD—influences and autonomy, April 4, 2011  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development BCTF-Research Archives 2012-13 2011-12  2010-11  2009-10  2008-09  Home > Publications > BCTF Research > BCTF-Research List > 2010-11 Archives The Worklife of BC teachers in 2009: PD—influences and autonomy  The ‘vignettes’ are one-page snapshots of themes from different chapters in the BCTF Research study on teachers’ work in BC’s public schools. They may contain report text, charts, tables, or quotes from teachers who completed surveys.  Each vignette is intended to encourage reflection and discussion. Such discussions might take place at a local teacher union executive meeting, in a PSA, or at a professional development session, while a health and safety or bargaining committee might use them to focus on a current issue of concern. The central idea is to make the research more accessible by offering a way to quickly access and share some of the major themes in the study. The vignettes can be read in minutes and might be used as a focus for a 10–30 minute discussion. School-based PD and the influence of AOs  When respondents were asked to add their comments on current PD approaches, contrasting perceptions were expressed. Some teachers reported satisfaction, while others reported an admin-directed approach to PD which they felt did not respect individual teacher needs or autonomy. Two such contrasting views are shared here: “School-based PD has been very successful at our school. It provides opportunity to develop and improve on common goals through the primary and into the intermediate grades.”  “Professional development when teacher driven provides a valuable learning and teaching opportunity to share information with colleagues. For the past six years, the professional development of our school has been directed by the administration and driven primarily by school goals not individual need or interest.”  Observing, conversing with other teachers: The best PD?  “I appreciated having a couple of self-directed days; it allowed me to go and observe other teachers. The best way to learn!”  “I am most stimulated and inspired by PD that allows me to work with other teachers and gives us the autonomy to discuss topics relevant to our classrooms and situations rather than prescribed topics of conversation.”  What satisfies or concerns you about your school-based professional development experiences in terms of content and autonomy? School-based, district-sponsored, or PSA-generated PD: what are your perspectives and experiences? How much of your PD is self-directed and do you consider self-directed PD a priority? Does discussion with other teachers rank high for you in terms of PD preferences? How do you view the issue of autonomy and why is autonomy important in teaching and in PD? Read Chapter 2  of The Worklife of BC Teachers in 2009: “Teachers’ education and professional development: Experiences and perspectives.” A PDF version of this vignette is available at: http://bctf.ca/uploadedFiles/Public/Issues/WorklifeWorkload/2009/Vignette2-PD1.pdf    Submitted by Charlie Naylor BCTF Research, researchteam@bctf.ca April 4, 2011 Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11272,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2001 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 14, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 2001 What’s new on the BCTF web site Workload studies The BCTF Research Department has published a series of teacher workload studies, which are available on the web site: "Teacher workload and stress: An international perspective on human costs and systemic failure provides a review of much of the Canadian and international literature on teachers’ workload and stress." www.bctf.ca/researchreports/2001wlc01/ "I love teaching English, but..." is based on a survey completed by 737 secondary school English teachers in the spring of this year. www.bctf.ca/researchreports/2001wlc02/ "What do British Columbia’s teachers consider to be the most significant aspects of workload and stress in their work?" is based on analysis of qualitative data from the survey "BCTF Worklife of Teachers Survey Series, 1: Workload and Stress," April 2001. www.bctf.ca/researchreports/2001wlc03/. Briefs to government "Government has a choice," presented to the Select Standing Committee on Education, October, 2001. www.bctf.ca/publications/SSCESubmissions/brief/ Education Funding Brief 2001—02, presented to the Select Standing Committee on Finance and Government Services, October 2001. www.bctf.ca/publications/EdFunding/2002Brief/ – Diana Broome Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/news/bcl-roundup-pamela-martin-july/gtm.start,Page not found | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Join the Party bcliberals last tweet "#FunFriday Fact: #BC has the highest small business employment in Canada. October is Small Business Month! Check out: http://t.co/20bcLmlvFP" @bcliberals - 03:55pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Christy Clark Follow Featured Articles Sep 19BCTF Members Ratify Agreement Sep 17Education Update: A Message from Premier Christy Clark Sep 4Frequently Asked Questions Upcoming Events Oct 3Tri-Cities Fundraiser Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13804,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > March 1998 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 10, Number 5, March 1998 Ontario strike as significant as the Winnipeg general strike The fall's massive strike by 126,000 Ontario teachers will stand as a milestone in Canadian labour history, comparable in importance to the Winnipeg general strike of 1919. That was the message to BCTF activists from Canadian Auto Workers' Union President Buzz Hargrove, speaking at the January meeting of the Advisory Council of Local Presidents. In an inspiring and passionate speech, Hargrove praised the teachers for their courageous stand against Bill 160. "The teachers' strike was the most significant political event of my lifetime," Hargrove said. "When you take out 126,000 teachers in every community and city in Ontario, that is an incredible show of solidarity... I likened it to the 1919 Winnipeg general strike." He lamented the reluctance of other public-and private-sector unions to join the teachers on the picket lines and spark a general strike for the 1990s. Hargrove, who has been called "the consummate political trade unionist," is serving his third term as president of the 215,000-member CAW. A no-nonsense negotiator with formidable stamina, Hargrove is known for his highly principled approach to the defence of workers' rights and the practice of social justice unionism. He noted that Ontario teachers have tended to be small-c conservative, and many voted for Premier Mike Harris over the NDP's Bob Rae. But they soon became disillusioned as "Bill 160 was rammed down their throats without any dialogue." Hargrove described how the strike politicized a whole new generation of young teacher activists, and he predicted that come election time, Mike Harris will be defeated because of the teachers. With the polls showing 60 to 80% of Ontarians in favour of the teachers, they clearly won the battle for public opinion, Hargrove said. "The only disappointment was that they didn't have a collective exit strategy." Some trade unionists criticized the teachers for their lack of unity at the end of the strike, but Hargrove challenged them with this question: "I asked [the critics], 'How many of you have shut down your workplace for even a day, let alone two weeks, when you have had a legal contract in place?' Not a single one of 'em could say they'd done what the teachers did." -Nancy Knickerbocker Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9808,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept./Oct. 2002 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 1, Sept./Oct. 2002 10 new BCTF lesson aids 1. The Vital Link Handbook   Produced by the Learning Assistance Teachers’ Association, 257 p. © 2002. This handbook is a K–12 learning assistance resource binder. The learning assistance role is changing with the inclusion of special needs students into neighbourhood schools and classrooms. The Vital Link Handbook includes information about, and forms for, program organization, timelines, school-based teams, service delivery options, adapting/modifying curriculum, record keeping, and reporting. Provides a compilation of best practice ideas, strategies and resources. K–12. LA 9967—$30 2. Magnetic and Charged Materials   Bill Cowan, 48 p. ©2001. This resource book is a curriculum-based science and technology unit developed by the Ontario Provincial Science Curriculum for Grade 3. Contains activities aimed at introducing students to the key concepts of magnetism, over 20 individual student activities, and 12 hands-on experiments. Every activity and experiment in the unit is based on either an overall or specific skill-based curriculum expectation. The unit also contains a test, to be used as a review of the concepts learned. Suitable for: Grades 3–5. LA 8574—$17.95 3. Endangered Species and Biodiversity in Canada   Produced by FORED BC in co-operation with government agencies, business, environmental groups and others. ©2002. Contains lesson plans and activity ideas, teaching kit, poster, blackline masters, resource booklets and pamphlets. Students will study Canadian endangered species, such as Vancouver Island Marmots, and the importance of habitat conservation and maintaining biodiversity, with an emphasis on BC. Environmental citizenship, extinction and interdependence are among the concepts introduced. One student game illustrates how animal populations are reduced by human factors. The curriculum links for science, social studies, and English language arts and websites of interest are also provided. Grades 4–7. LA 9526—$25 4. Rethinking Globalization: Teaching for Justice in an Unjust World   Produced by Rethinking Schools, edited by Bill Bigelow and Bob Peterson, 402 p. ©2002. This comprehensive collection for teachers and activists includes role plays, interviews, poetry, stories, background readings, hands-on teaching tools and much more in addressing some of the most complex issues facing our world today including sweatshops, child labor, hunger, debt and more. Grades 4 and up. LA 2001—$20.95 5. Le Canada par les cartes 1 (2e-3e année)   George Quinn 41p. ©2000. Par l’entremise d’activités reproductibles et de la carte du Canada, l’élève se familiarise avec la géographie physique du Canada. Ces activités ont pour but d’aider l’élève ayant un niveau de lecture de la deuxième à la quatrième année, à améliorer ses compétences de base et à acquérir une meilleure compréhension de la géographie du Canada. La carte mesurant 42 cm x 56 cm illustre en couleurs les dix provinces et les trois territoires (y compris Nunavut) et leurs capitales ainsi que les îles, rivières et lacs principaux. La carte sert d’outil de référence permettant à l’élève de compléter les activités. Les 34 activités à l’intention de l’élève sont auto dirigées et ont été conçues pour améliorer les compétences de base suivantes avec les cartes : reconnaître les formes, interpréter les symboles, déterminer les directions et nommer les formes de relief et les nappes d’eau. Un questionnaire et les réponses sont inclus. Les activités encouragent l’apprentissage autonome, par exemple, au centre d’apprentissage de géographie. 2e–3e année. LA F8236—$14.95 6. The Music Teacher—Basic Knowledge for Little People   Rhonda Draper. 40-min. audio CD ©2001. This 40-min. CD is designed to ‘even the playing field’ for students in Kindergarten to Grade 2. All will experience the letters and vowel sounds, days of the week, months of the year, numbers to 20, colours, continents and more. Each song is set to a catchy beat or melody. Each entry has an echo track so that students can match the pitch sung in their range. A perfect classroom tool. An easy musical way to start each teaching day. K–2. LA 8766—$25 7. Take it to Your Seat—Math Centers: Grades 4-6   Produced by Evan-Moor Educational Publishers. 194 p. ©2001. Nine centers are intended for individual practice and six centers are constructed for pairs of students. The skills practiced include the following for individual practice—percentages, equivalent weights, coordinate graphing, measuring angles, geometric shapes, mean and median work problems, money word problems, perimeter, positive and negative integers (temperature), understanding math symbols. For partner practice—geometric shapes, number order, word problems with time, multiplication (factors and products), decimals, equivalent fractions. Published in the USA and may contain some US-based standards. Grades 4–6. LA 9432—$19.95 8. Teaching Shakespeare on Screen   Edited by Neil Béchervaise 180 p. ©2001. The authors of this resource for secondary English language arts and drama classrooms, believe that had Shakespeare lived today, he would have been a filmaker. Shakespeare was a commercial playwrite and theatre-owner. His business was to get crowds through the doors. Since film is the media of our times, using film translations of Shakespeare’s plays makes perfect sense in today’s classrooms. The goal of this book is to teach teachers and students the language of film, how to view a film critically, and how to understand it more deeply. The book is thematically arranged and includes discussions of those plays most often used in secondary English classrooms. The film versions discussed are all widely available to educators. Grades 8–12. LA 1008—$30.95 9. A Portfolio of Teaching Ideas for High School Biology   Honour Specialist Biology Candidates, Faculty of Education, University of Toronto 150 p. ©1996. Activities that present common topics in creative ways that engage students by using everyday situations and scenarios. All activities were developed to enhance students’ problem-solving abilities. Activities cover animal physiology, cell and cell chemistry, ecology, evolution, genetics, homeostasis and plant physiology. Also included are useful web sites and resources, graphic organizers and an internet activity. Grades 11–12. LA 4017—$35.95 10. Early Learning Center in a Bag   Produced by Evan-Moor Educational Publishers 194 p. ©2001. The 14 self-contained and portable centers are presented in paper gift bags. Skills practiced include: recite a rhyme, sequencing pictures, number order, visual discriminations, rhyming, color words, matching letters, comparing numbers, puzzles, beginning sounds, money, ending sounds, telling time, patterning. Includes full-colour patterns/materials to construct the centre. Published in the USA and may contain some US-based standards. Preschool to K. LA 8029—$19.95     For a listing of BCTF Lesson Aids, consult the cataloque in your school library or the Lesson Aids online catalogue. www.bctf.ca/LessonAids To order any of the above lesson aids enclose a cheque payable to the BCTF or authorized purchase order to BCTF Lesson Aids Service 100–550 West 6th Avenue, Vancouver, BC V5Z 4P2. GST and postage/handling are included in the prices. Orders are sent by return mail. Check out the web site for the B.C. Association of Learning Materials and Educational Representatives at www.bcalmer.ca for a source for contacts for many curriculum resources and information. Notice BCTF Lesson Aids are primarily intended to provide support for teachers in the development and teaching of units and lessons. They are not "school materials" as described by the February 12, 2002, Representative Assembly. The RA motion covers the purchase of materials that should be the responsibility of a school district. Those would include materials used by students such as class sets of books, paper, drawing materials or other stationery supplies. Resources such as those provided by the Lesson Aids Service of the BCTF, which are of assistance to teachers in their preparation for teaching are not covered by the motion. We encourage members to continue to share materials, lesson aids, and resources with one another. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=10134&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 5, April 2003 Re-turning again: A continued in-dwelling midst questions of student achievement PART 3 by Laura Wood Richter Recently I had the privilege of spending the morning as a helper in a classroom with Grade 1s and 2s. Their morning revolved around rigorous engagement with literacy. Students were discussing language, they were writing, and they were reading. Children read to adults, and to each other, books they had chosen from within the classroom. One little boy struggling with the text in the book whose content he had been drawn to, was supported by his student partner who listened and waited each time a challenging word was encountered before he asked if his help was wanted. Here one child sustained himself midst struggle, persevering with difficult text while another offered such a depth of respect for both the child struggling and the value of the struggle he was engaged in. And the teacher, who had nurtured and held open a space with a quality of tension beckoning such movement, had withdrawn–conferring in her presence, as she moved amongst students engaged in literature, an absence that allowed the students space for their unique experiences of what it means to become literate. And when this time was over and snack time had begun, students remained engaged with their books, some children continuing to read while others shared with children alongside them the book they had chosen to take home that night. And how is student achievement to be measured in such a place? How are we to understand data here? Perhaps a re-turn to the root of measurement will situate us in a space helpful to our considerations. Measurement comes from the Greek, metros meaning the beat and rhythm of the earth. Measurement of student achievement so grounded springs forth from an inner sense of quality that we all hold. This is a rigorous form of measurement informed by history and tradition while open to regeneration. It is neither a pedocentric "everything is good" nor a gericentric "it is only good if it can be made to be exactly the same as what has already come before." And teacher and students work together to support movement such that greater levels of quality are the focus of rigor and scholarliness. In a classroom valuing a qualitative understanding of student achievement, the teacher’s interest is deeply rooted in the students’ experiences of education. In such a classroom, we will find the teacher knowing how his/her students are doing. We will find him/her able to competently assess where his/her students stand in relation to signposts set out by the Ministry of Education outside the use of exams concerned with the one correct answer. The teacher’s ways of knowing about student achievement will be supported by a rigorous assessment of data concerned with student involvement in classroom activities. Exams and assignments will be open-ended with a deep interest in where each student stands in his or her level of sophistication midst curricular expectations, the student’s place of standing informing the pedagogue’s choices for continuing leadership. Student questions, responses, reading, writing, and drawings provide depths of insight into, not only the student’s standing in relation to signposts set forth by the Ministry of Education, but also the student’s experience of standing midst these expectations. And an attunement to students’ experiences guiding the movement in the classroom leads to a classroom responsive to the life it houses. Qualitative data, rigorously collected and recorded by the teacher, can be expressed anecdotally. This is a complex form of data collection relying on a pedagogical attunement and watchfulness deeply concerned with the place where each student stands in-between the expectations set forth by the Ministry of Education, by the teacher, by the student, by the student’s family, and by the larger community. This is a subjective form of data collection honouring the teacher’s ability to stand pedagogically alert to his/her accountability to Ministry-mandated expectations together with an accountability to each of the irreducibly unique beings that he or she is entrusted to lead. In the words of David Jardine, "This is the balancing act of pedagogy: to retain the exquisiteness of this child’s life while at once cracking it open into the textures of the Earth." (Wild Hearts, Silent Traces and the Journeys of Lament. Unpublished document.) It is important here to draw attention to the reality that quantitative measures of student achievement are also subjective measures, their subjectivity grounded in arbitrary choices made in their construction and in the evaluation of their results; processes of choosing which questions to ask (and which to leave out) and processes of determining how student responses will be rated and weighted are arbitrary choices made by human beings. Teachers require support in adopting forms of measurement springing forth from responses to the unique particularities of this child in this time grounded in time-honoured understandings of quality and achievement. Such support requires an honouring of the risks teachers are willing to take in giving up the authoritarian stance that comes with only asking those questions for which we already know the answers. An emphasis on quantitative measures of student achievement undermines such an honouring. This is not to say that we are not valuing the attainment of factual information and the learning of skills, but rather that facts and skills are best learned in contexts meaningful to the students and that they are not ends in themselves but rather the means for embarking on open-ended journeys, journeys that offer hope for the continued survival of human beings. It is to say that when we speak of student achievement in terms of reaching specific, measurable goals we are missing out much of what education is about and we must take care not to extinguish possibilities for vibrant movement, for a leading out, in our enthusiasm for quantitative data. We are called to be mindful that an enthusiasm for quantifiable education poses a risk of undermining experiences of quality education. Laura Wood Richter is a former teacher whose children have just entered the school system.)
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(20141008,thetyee.ca,http://thetyee.ca/Opinion/2014/09/10/Ebola-Outbreak-Hot-Zone/,Ebola Outbreak: Lessons from the Hot Zone | The Tyee About Advertise Follow Support RSS Topic Aboriginal Affairs BC Election 2013 BC Politics Education Energy Environment Federal Politics Film Food Gender + Sexuality Health Housing Labour + Industry Local Economy Media Municipal Politics Music Photo Essays Podcasts Politics Rights + Justice Science + Tech Transportation Travel Urban Planning + Architecture News Culture Opinion National MediaCheck Solutions Join Craving crack civic election coverage? Help fund it... Opinion Ebola Outbreak: Lessons from the Hot Zone Globalization, deforestation, explosive growth, bats. This terrible epidemic has many technicians. By Andrew Nikiforuk, 10 Sep 2014, TheTyee.ca   Tweet The death toll for ebola is around 2,300 and rising. Map photo via Shutterstock. Ebola Outbreak: This Is Just the Prequel Pay attention, for West Africa's crisis is the first of many we'll have to deal with. News of Guinea Outbreak Should've Gone Viral Global health community must intervene to help citizens of developing nations get the message. How MERS Could Topple the House of Saud, and Beyond It's not the virus alone, but how Gulf rulers have handled it, that's a threat. Read more: Health, Just after Anthony Fauci, director of the U.S. National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases, called the ebola outbreak "completely out of control," the government of Sierra Leone ordered its citizens to stay indoors for three days. By any measure, ebola has turned one of the world's poorest geographies into a veritable hot zone. In Liberia, a poor nation of 4.5 million people, the epidemic is growing in an "essentially uncontrolled exponential manner." Dr. Joanne Liu, international president of M&eacutedecins sans Fronti&egraveres (MSF), now says "the world is losing the battle to contain it." This nasty epidemic, which dispatches more than 50 per cent of its victims, should not be dismissed as some remote African horror story. The death toll is most recently about 2,300 and climbing. It has highlighted key pest-fighting challenges for rich and poor alike, and offers some sobering insights on a number of other fronts, including globalization, bats, deforestation, unsustainable population growth and the limits to institutionalized global medicine. The trouble with bigness For starters, our technological society promises that only big organizations like the World Health Organization (WHO), a UN agency, can keep us safe from pandemics and other health tragedies. But the poor of West Africa have learned differently. With dramatically slashed budgets and an epidemic unit employing just 52 people, the WHO has failed West Africa. Ebola just wasn't on their radar. The outbreak began in 2013 in rural Guinea, but the WHO didn't declare an emergency until August 2014. At that point, the virus had already taken up residence in crowded urban slums where it could burn away for years like zebra mussels in the Great Lakes. No real international response to the outbreak occurred until ebola starting infecting American aid workers. In Africa, it still takes a sick white man to alert people to the health realities of black men and women. When a Geneva-based global institution specifically designed to assist poor countries served by relatively few doctors can't do their job, then who can? Large global institutions, from banks to corporations, tend to cultivate misery and inequality. Bigness doesn't care about local ecologies, let alone serving local needs. In many cases bigness just obliterates those realities and supports more bigness. This is not to say that the world doesn't need top-notch scientific research and excellent public health agencies. It does. But these institutions should be nationally based, flexible, small and decentralized. They should be accountable to communities and not global economies. Canada's modest but significant disease lab in Winnipeg, for example, contributed more initial expertise on the ebola outbreak than the WHO. But the Conservative government has cut the lab's budget to the bone. Hospitals made it worse The outbreak has also illustrated the folly of another centralized conceit: public health planning that puts hospitals at the centre of epidemic fighting. In West Africa, hospitals were the first to be overwhelmed. Doctors and patients learned to fear them as sources and spreaders of infection. At one Sierra Leone hospital, 15 nurses bled out with ebola. The hospitals were the first to run out of gloves, syringes and protective gear. In the end, hospitals did what they have done for centuries: they dutifully amplified the epidemic. The lesson here is clear. Prabhjot Singh, a professor of international and public affairs at Columbia University, has emphasized the importance of training of community health workers to help trace suspected patients along with the infected in West Africa. Effective pandemic or epidemic planning must focus on mobilizing and training local citizens. History explains why: a potent influenza or hemorrhagic virus such as ebola will shut down centralized healthcare and kill most first responders. Carried by bats? The viral strain now unsettling West Africa is Ebola Zaire. It first emerged in 1976 in central Africa and that's where subsequent outbreaks tended to cluster. But viral pandemonium has now exploded 2,500 kilometres away in West Africa, the distance between Halifax and Vancouver. Just how did that happen? Bats, which serve as essential pollinators and insect controllers, and likely host five different strains of ebola that can melt human blood vessels, can easily migrate that distance. Scientists suspect that virus spread from central to West Africa via bat migrations some time ago. The virus quietly took up residence in the forest until it spilled over into humans. Peppery bat soup is a popular delicacy in West Africa. The soup may also explain why many locals are immune to the disease. Bats and humans share important similarities. Both mammals act as hosts for viruses, and both species are highly social and mobile. Only humans and bats can both form complicated social networks involving as many as a million individuals. Much like waterfowl, the world's 1,000-plus bat species also harbor an extraordinary array of viruses. New studies show that small mammals including bats also host a "tremendous spectrum of relatives of human paramyxoviruses -- a family that contains the mumps virus, several different respiratory agents and the measles virus." Scientists have made great progress breaking down and sequencing these viruses, but still know little about their ecology or why they emerge when they do. Bats, an ancient species, may even serve as unique viral mixers and carriers in nature. Disturbing and degrading bat habitat is a bit like opening Pandora's box. A population gone viral Ebola's rapid spread also owes much to West Africa's Malthusian human demographics. In 1950, most the region's poor (some 70 million) lived in rural areas. Today they are concentrated in chaotic urban slums. The region's 317 million will soon become a half billion by mid-century due to some of the world's highest fertility rates. Ebola, of course, can be contained in isolated rural communities. More than a dozen previous outbreaks, which all appeared in remote areas, were stopped cold because the virus ran either out of hosts, or healthcare workers stopped human-to-human spread by changing local funeral practices. But in Africa's crowded and hungry megacities, the virus has won untold entrepreneurial advantages. Tracing infected individuals in some of the world's fastest-growing slums is a nightmare. Even dogs are digging up corpses in shallow graves. A chart representing the 2014 ebola epidemic in West Africa. Reference: WHO: Ebola Response Roadmap Situation Report 2, Sept. 5, 2014, World Health Organization. Chart in public domain. Michael Osterholm, the director of the Center for Infectious Disease Research and Policy at the University of Minnesota, says Africa has changed more than the original virus in the last 30 years. "If we just take a look at this current ebola outbreak, the virus hasn't changed. Africa has changed. We now have this virus in an urbanized population among people who travel far and wide." But Osterholm might be wrong. Ebola Zaire seems to have shifted in many subtle ways. A recent paper in Science notes the virus's genome is changing so rapidly that current diagnostic tests may soon become outdated. Five of 50 researchers who co-authored the article died before the paper was published. Epidemics are often graded by their R0, or reproductive number. A disease with less than one will die out quickly because there will be few secondary infections. Most ebola outbreaks in the past have recorded a R0 of 1.6 to 2. In Liberia, the R0 appears to be three and rising. That means every infected individual will infect another three people. Researchers now predict that Liberia's ebola epidemic will experience "uninterrupted exponential growth." Deadly deforestation Epidemics always erupt in wounded geographies, and West Africa is no special case. The outbreak began in a remote corner of Guinea's denuded forests. In fact, West Africa has laid waste to its rich tropical rainforests in recent years. The logging of forests, in turn, increases the likelihood that human and viral communities will collide. (Both HIV and SARS emerged from animals living in disturbed forests.) As humans dig for gold or plant cocoa in these tree-poor landscapes, the chance of coming into contact with ebola's suspected reservoirs, such as bats, chimps and antelope, increases. Healthy and diverse forests tend to keep viruses from spilling over into other populations. Monocultures, however, invite one calamity after another. A 2012 study in the Onderstepoort Journal of Veterinary Research concluded "extensive deforestation and human activities in the depth of the forests may have promoted direct or indirect contact between humans and a natural reservoir of the virus." In a more recent paper, Daniel Bausch, an ebola expert at Tulane University, adds that "large hemorrhagic fever virus outbreaks almost invariably occur in areas in which the economy and public health system have been decimated from years of civil conflict or failed development." Bausch, who has travelled to the region for over a decade, has noted that the region keeps on getting poorer as its forests get smaller. Every time he drove from Guinea's capital city into the forest, he found a darker path: "The once-paved road got worse, the public services less, the prices higher, the forest thinner." Peter Daszak, president of EcoHealth Alliance and a top disease ecologist, has repeatedly observed that human economic activities invariably drive disease emergence. "Pandemics are a product of our economic development -- they emerge when we domesticate new species, open up new trade routes, build roads into forests or expand air travel networks." As a consequence, Daszak thinks that global mining, logging, transport and agricultural firms should post global public bonds to help fight pandemics. "Perhaps these industries should insure themselves against the rare but devastating pandemics their activities can sometimes cause. Additionally, health­ impact assessments, already used in many large development projects, could calculate and assess the pandemic risk of a project." Problematic investors Lastly, the epidemic has shed some light on the mercenary character of China's investments in Africa. The superpower has 20,000 nationals in Liberia, Sierra Leone and Guinea, largely there to plunder the region to support an unsustainable pathology at home: economic growth. Roads and infrastructure built by the Chinese to transport goods are now highways for ebola, too. A handful of Chinese nationals have been quarantined. To date, China has offered a paltry $5 million to combat the virus. It also sent along three teams of health care workers. In contrast, the United States has proposed nearly $100 million in assistance, with more than 100 scientists at the Centre for Disease Control on the case. In West Africa, China is telling the world that their new world economic order behaves like a predatory hemorrhagic virus. Meanwhile, ebola is telling the world that nothing supports viral spillover better than these technicians of a terrible epidemic: population growth, city-making, globalization and forest-clearing. Read more: Health, Andrew Nikiforuk is the author of two popular books on emerging diseases: The Fourth Horseman and Pandemonium and a contributing editor to The Tyee. Find his previous stories here.   Tweet What have we missed? What do you think? We want to know. Comment below. Keep in mind: Do: Verify facts, debunk rumours Add context and background Spot typos and logical fallacies Highlight reporting blind spots Ignore trolls Treat all with respect and curiosity Connect with each other Do not: Use sexist, classist, racist or homophobic language Libel or defame Bully or troll Troll patrol. Instead, flag suspect activity. Please enable JavaScript to view the comments powered by Disqus. comments powered by Disqus LNG a chance, not a windfall, says BC throne speech Postmedia could soon own almost every English newspaper in Canada. What could possibly go wrong? VIEW: Voting for your principles is 'strategic voting' Petition opposes BC's 'potential muzzling' of non-profits More troubles for BC's big LNG plans Tirade at Tyee by immigration minister's top aide analyzed tweet by tweet Government slow to respond to FOIs? No need to tell Bob Mackin Converting ferries to LNG will save money, reduce fares: CEO See more » Tyee Video Picks Submitted by Tyee staff, Today Last chance to see 'The Vancouver Asahi' baseball story at VIFF. Where do these videos come from? From you. Suggest one here! Most Popular Can 'Cuisine' Make a Better School Lunch? What I Saw with a German Tour of the Oilsands Don't Give Postmedia More Local Monopolies First Nations 'Front and Centre Now': Pierre Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign How Much Do You Trust Canada's Wireless Giants? Christy Clark's No Pro at LNG Poker BC Filmmaking Duo Passes the Acid Test For Kids, the Meal Is the Message Most Emailed Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign For Kids, the Meal Is the Message Understanding Harper's Evangelical Mission Who'd Be a School Trustee in 2014? Why New Euro-Canada Treaty Is a Gift to Oil Firms BC Filmmaking Duo Passes the Acid Test We Must Heed Naomi Klein's Call China Deal Trumps Province, First Nations on Energy Projects: Treaty Expert Fired Researcher Who Killed Self Was Evaluating Drug Backed by Clark Climate Warriors Must Forge Stronger Alliances, Now Reported Elsewhere Postmedia could soon own almost every English newspaper in Canada (via DeSmog) Petronas CEO warns of 15-year delay to BC LNG project (via G&M) BC government apologizes for firing worker who later killed himself (via the Victoria Times-Colonist) From Tibet to Taiwan, China's outer regions watch Hong Kong protests intently (via the New York Times) It's a shame Jean-Claude Duvalier died a free man, says ex-UN prosecutor (via CBC News) Vancouver's cabbies take aim at Uber (via The Province) Keurig's coffee supremacy challenged by Canadian firm (via Yahoo! News) North and South Korea 'agree to talks' (via BBC News) See more » Your BC: The Tyee's Photo Pool Join The Tyee's Flickr group » View previous selections » Most Commented What I Saw with a German Tour of the Oil Sands (132 comments) Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign (76 comments) 'The Environment Is the Economy': MP Weston (106 comments) Fired Researcher Who Killed Self Was Evaluating Drug Backed by Clark (57 comments) Climate Warriors Must Forge Stronger Alliances, Now (53 comments) ISIS Threat: Let's Refuse to be Scared (79 comments) We Must Heed Naomi Klein's Call (309 comments) Christy Clark's No Pro at LNG Poker (38 comments) Six Steps to Protect Canadians from Flaws in China Trade Deal (128 comments) How Labour Unions Make Us Healthier (31 comments) About The Tyee National Pool Contributors Advertise Contact Funding Jobs Master Classes Privacy Policy Submissions Support The Tyee News Culture Opinion National Mediacheck Solutions Video Publications Tyee News Weekly Archives The Hook Other BC Blogs Reported Elsewhere Steve Burgess Murray Dobbin Michael Geist Crawford Kilian Rafe Mair Andrew Nikiforuk Shannon Rupp Bill Tieleman Dorothy Woodend Follow The Tyee Subscribe by email Subscribe by RSS Tyee Mobile App Managed Hosting by Gossamer Threads × Share article via email Send this article to: Your email address: Your message: Would you like to receive The Tyee's headlines free by email? Yes, every day. Yes, once a week. I already subscribe. No, thanks. Submit Show form again » Close)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media last tweet "" @ - 12:00am Follow @ last post "" facebook/ - Jan 1st Like Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141006,globalnews.ca,http://globalnews.ca/news/1588864/magnotta-trial-not-criminally-responsible-myths-debunked/,Magnotta trial: Not criminally responsible myths, debunked  | Globalnews.ca Your Region: National BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg On TV: Global National Sections National National sections Locals Local sections Watch Watch sections Search Canada Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released Sections Health Money Consumer Tech Entertainment Environment Science Lifestyle Sports Featured Canada World Politics Investigations Canada Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released Your Region National Change BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Health Money Consumer Tech Entertainment Environment Science Lifestyle Sports Jump to a Region National BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Man trying to reach Bermuda in inflatable bubble rescued by Coast Guard Schedule NowGlobal National 7:00pmEntertainment Tonight More Programs Global National The West Block 16x9 The Morning Show More Personalities Dawna Friesen Carolyn Jarvis Liza Fromer Tom Clark More News Major snowfall covers N. Manitoba Entertainment ‘Gone Girl’ wins weekend box office News Journalist with Ebola arrives at US hospital Canada Quebecor sells off Sun newspaper chain News Crowdfunded bus debuts in Toronto Entertainment Depardieu reveals past as escort, thief Canada MPs debate motion for airstrikes in Iraq Sports NBA extends television deals for 9 years Trending Maple Syrup Heist Hong Kong protests Iraq crisis Luka Magnotta Ebola outbreak enterovirus D68 Ukraine Retail Wars Luka Magnotta September 30, 2014 7:38 am Magnotta trial: Not criminally responsible myths, debunked By Anna Mehler Paperny  Global News ; What is this? Sponsored content is written by Global News' editorial staff without any editorial influence by the sponsor. If you'd like to learn more... What is this ? X What is this? Sponsored content is written by Global News' without any editorial influence by the sponsor. If you'd like to learn more... Luka Magnotta has said he killed and dismembered Chinese student Jun Lin, but is seeking a designation of NCR – not criminally responsible. If Magnotta is found not criminally responsible it would mean a mental disorder was behind his actions. Instead of going to prison, he would go to a forensic hospital where he’s kept and treated for however long it takes until the illness is abated and he’s no longer a danger to the public (or himself). Story continues below READ MORE: Magnotta trial, Day Two A miniscule proportion of Canadian offenders is designated not criminally responsible, and they’re far less likely to reoffend than their counterparts in prison. But in the wake of such gruesome and high-profile NCR designations as Vince Li and Richard Kachkar, the defence has resulted in no small degree of public consternation. READ MORE: What is ‘not criminally responsible’? Sandy Simpson is chief of forensic psychiatry at the Centre for Addiction and Mental Health in Toronto. He emphasized he can’t address the Magnotta case itself, but spoke with Global News about what an NCR designation means – and doesn’t mean. A lot of people seem to think, especially when it comes up in a case like the Luka Magnotta case, that someone [deemed NCR] would effectively be getting away with murder. How would you respond to that? Well, no. What the NCR verdict recognizes is that there’s a very small number of mentally ill offenders for whom the illness caused the offence. And it makes no rational criminal justice or moral sense to punish an illness. And that’s why the diversion from the punitive aspect of the criminal justice system. … NCR people are not criminally responsible for what they did, but they are responsible for their wellness and the safety of others going forward. So your progress occurs at whatever speed it takes for you to master the changes in your life, the understanding of your illness and the treatments that are necessary to achieve that. So instead of a punishment moral imperative, it becomes a public safety and accountability moral imperative on NCR perpetrators. How do you respond to people who look at, for example, the day passes given recently to Richard Kachkar, I think only three or four years after the offence, and that worries them, that causes them concern? I guess that can be very hard for the public to understand because there isn’t a process of punishment going on. And of course for someone who was not suffering a mental illness to have community access at that point would be extraordinary. So one can understand why the public gets perplexed by that. But of course if the thing that drives your risk to others is your illness, and your illness is treatment-responsive, as most are, and you’re not an antisocial person, basically, you’re just a person who’s had an illness and has now recovered from it, the risk you pose to others can rapidly improve with treatments, such that community reintegration, at least in small and sensitive ways, becomes feasible and important in one’s recovery. Because … the aim of forensic or NCR rehabilitation and recovery has to be that people show that they can not only get well within hospital but can do the things in the community that are necessary to get well once they’re discharged. And the only way to test that is by slow, gradual and thoughtful community reintegration. So we have to do that to be able to test how the person is doing, to be able to demonstrate whether people are ready for more liberty or whether they need to take longer in secure care. So the questions one asks about the appropriateness of that are a little different to those you would ask had someone been convicted of the offence. And that can be understandably perplexing for the public. IN DEPTH: Not Criminally Responsible Why is the recidivism rate for people designated NCR so much lower [than for those leaving the prison system - 8 per cent or 9 per cent, compared to 30 per cent to 40 per cent]? Because the primary cause of their [antisocial behaviour] is treatable. Their illness is treatable. And people take the process of reintegration slowly and progressively and thoughtfully. And people get access to a lot more therapeutic engagement … within the forensic system than they are able to do in the correctional system. READ MORE: Death behind bars – what happens to people with mental illness in Canada’s prisons Does [an NCR designation in a particularly gruesome case] make the stigma surrounding mental illness worse? Cases like Li and Kachkar are dreadful tragedies. Both cases involve very good people dying who should not, and very ill people doing things they would not were it not for their illness. And there is nothing but tragedy in those situations. And the public is understandably very shaken, as I think we all are,  about these events occurring. Does it increase stigma? Well, it depends on how we report it. Clearly these are high-profile things that will be reported. I think what we in the mental health sector understand, and it’s important that we are clear with the public, that there’s a rare but known complication of some forms of mental illness and violent behaviour. It is rare, but it is there. And we need systems of care within the mental health system … to do all we can to prevent them from arising in the first place and to carefully care for those people following those events. I think the important thing the public needs to understand is there is a very good, careful and thoughtful forensic mental health and and review board system in place to oversee the secure care and rehabilitation of those people. FULL COVERAGE: The Magnotta trial Generally speaking, could earlier access to treatment prevent some NCR cases from occurring? We do know that early and good access to mental health services and ensuring good treatment and follow up is associated with better outcomes, both in terms of criminal victimization for people with mental illness and perpetration. So the better we help people stay engaged with care, the earlier they get on to effective care, the better the outcomes. … And this is where stigma becomes really relevant: If people don’t want to go near mental health systems because they fear the stigma of being seen with a mental illness or the bad effects that might come up if they own up to the fact they’re in trouble and need help, then those things increase risk to the person and increase public safety risks, as well. So it’s kind of perverse: If we get very fearful and very restrictive on people with mental illness and drive them underground, we make things worse. So this is where stigma-reduction and encouraging people to engage with treatment early is really important. READ MORE: Opponents prepare to implement NCR bill under fire for lack of evidence Are we actually getting better, in terms of stigma? Or do we have awareness campaigns but maintain these really entrenched fearful or judgmental attitudes? I suspect the answer is yes to both. There are a lot of really good public campaigns and destigmatization campaigns going on and I think that’s incredibly valuable. Very, very important. … I think it does help the public  understand that these are illnesses and that the most important thing for public safety is good care, good treatment and inclusive social responses. Which is not the same as pretending that risk doesn’t exist … but the better we include people, the better we support people. The better we provide care and social inclusion for people, the lower the risks are for everybody. This interview has been edited and condensed for clarity. Follow @amp6 Report an error CAMH Centre for Addiction and Mental Health forensic hospital Forensic mental health Jun Lin justice system Lin Jun Luka Magnotta magnotta trial mental health mental illness Not Criminally Responsible Prison recidivism Richard Kachkar Sandy Simpson Schizophrenia Vince Li Anna Mehler Paperny Senior Producer, Investigative Data Desk Anna has reported from Haiti, Guantanamo Bay, Vancouver, Toronto, New York City and spotty connections across most of China and Ontario. Give her a shout at anna.mehlerpaperny@globalnews.ca. More Stories News Magnotta trial: What is Not Criminally Responsible? Magnotta admits to killing Jun Lin, but pleads not guilty Live coverage: Luka Magnotta trial Tearful father of Magnotta victim speaks to media through lawyer Victim’s father relives the tragedy as Magnotta trial begins Comments Popular Now Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released 20224 How does Ebola spread? 5 things you need to know 18659 Accused Madeleine McCann Twitter troll found dead 9985 Ebola: 5 reasons why an outbreak is highly unlikely in Canada 7298 UPDATE: What’s the best, cheapest Canadian cellphone plan out there? 5891 Featured Content Canada Ebola: 5 reasons why an outbreak is highly unlikely in Canada What are the chances of an Ebola outbreak taking off in Canada? It isn’t likely, according to experts. And here are a number of reasons why. Continue reading → Environment Are we in the midst of a mass extinction? There have been 5 mass extinctions — the loss of 75 per cent or more of the world’s species — in Earth’s history. Scientists now believe that we are at the early stages of the sixth. Continue reading → Health Lab-grown penises may soon be ‘ready for testing’ on humans Researchers in North Carolina say penises grown in laboratories could “soon be ready for human testing,” offering hope for men who have had traumatic injuries or penile cancer. Continue reading → Canada Meet Rachel Parent — the teen fighting for GMO labelling in Canada Rachel Parent is a 15-year-old activist. Her goal: mandatory labelling in Canada of all genetically modified organisms, or GMOs that are found as ingredients in food. Continue reading → Canada Abandoned puppies on the mend Twenty hungry, cold and flea-infested puppies found in a Saskatchewan field are now being nursed back to health at Battleford’s Humane Society. Continue reading → Science Everything you need to know about Wednesday’s lunar eclipse On Oct. 8, Canada will be treated to its second lunar eclipse of the year. Find out what you can expect. Continue reading → Canada Can homegrown food win the climate change war? Wondering what’s the single most effective way to combat climate change? Plant a garden. Continue reading → Canada 16×9: An investigation into illegal lumber Timber thieves are stealing wood from the Russian Far East, processing it in China and then shipping it to North America, a 16×9 investigation has found. Continue reading → Highlights Hounds of Parliament: As commuting cyclist and budget watchdog, Frechette must make his presence known Frechette draws a line distinguishing his personality as a cyclist and as the parliamentary budget officer. But surely there’s a parallel between the assertive man he is on a bike and in the role of PBO? Continue reading → Email alerts Sign up for FREE daily Globalnews.ca newsletters and breaking news alerts Email Address National Daily News National Breaking News By clicking on the submit button, I have read, understood and agreed to our privacy policy Twitter Follow globalnews 9 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews UPDATED: Nurse in Spain is 1st #Ebola infection outside West Africa glbn.ca/ClOKv 35 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews USA Swimming suspends #MichaelPhelps for 6 months glbn.ca/ClLU9 pic.twitter.com/nqC3dQ3NhL 35 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews Hillary Clinton: military action against ISIS “critical” and “essential” globalnews.ca/news/1600343/w… #cdnpoli Jump to a Region BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Connect Facebook Twitter Google+ RSS Contact Us Global News About Us Privacy Policy Principles & Practices Terms & Conditions Copyright Shaw Media Advertise Open Data © Shaw Media Inc., 2014. All rights reserved. Follow Follow “Global News” Get every new post delivered to your Inbox. Join 3,820 other followers Powered by WordPress.com Shaw Connect Expand News Entertainment Entertainment Home Celebs Movies TV Music Living Lifestyle Food Home & Living Sports Money Tech Travel Breaktime Autos Watch TV Online All Sites Global Global News Food Network HGTV History Television Showcase Slice DTOUR ET Canada National Geographic Movietime Lifetime H2 DIY Action NG Wild Mystery IFC BBC Deja Vu Twist)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9392,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 19, Number 2, October 2006 How to become a BCTF-endorsed candidate for the College of Teachers’ Council The next round of elections for the BC College of Teachers’ Council under the new provisions of the Teaching Profession Act will take place in April/May 2007. The BC College of Teachers is the regulatory body of the teaching profession in BC. The college has a focused mandate: teacher education, teacher certification, and member discipline. Responsibility for governing the College rests with the 20-person council. Twelve of 20 council members are elected by the membership. Eight council members are appointed by the minister of education. The role of a council member is to make policy decisions, to make quasi-judicial decisions concerning individuals and institutions, to represent the college on various external committees, and to communicate with members. Elections are held in four of the 12 geographic zones each year. This year, elections will be held in the following college election zones, Zone 4 Kootenay, Zone 5 Okanagan, Zone 6 Upper Fraser Valley, and Zone 11 South Coast. The term of office is for three years, beginning August 1 and ending on July 31. The BCTF has established a policy that provides for the zonal selection of a BCTF-endorsed candidate in each zone where an election is being held. Only active BCTF members are eligible for BCTF endorsation as candidates in BC College of Teachers’ elections. Each local has the right to select one nominee. This nominee must be endorsed by an executive, delegate assembly, or general meeting of the local. Each local nominee must undertake to abide by the endorsation process. Once a local has nominated a candidate, the name of the candidate will be forwarded to the BCTF staff co-ordinator. The co-ordinator is responsible for ensuring that each local in the zone conducts a vote to determine the zone’s BCTF-endorsed candidate by secret ballot in accordance with BCTF procedures. The BCTF will publicize, among members, the names of all BCTF-endorsed candidates. The BCTF provides funding to assist local nominees in seeking to become the BCTF-endorsed candidate in a college zone. The BCTF also provides funding to assist endorsed candidates in the college elections. If you are interested in being considered as your local nominee for the BCTF-endorsed candidate in one of the college zones where an election is being held, please contact your local president as soon as possible. If you have any questions about BCTF procedures for endorsing candidates, please contact Mike Lombardi, mlombardi@bctf.ca, 604-871-1849, toll free-1-800-663-9163 local 1849. – Mike Lombardi Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/IssuesInEducation.aspx?id=14314&printPage=true,Functional literacy programs  	BCTF > Issues in Education  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Issues in Education > Inclusive Education > Teaching to Diversity BCTF-diversity discussion group responses on functional literacy programs This was the question: I need to support a Grade 9 boy... A non-reader ... Suffering with FASD ... Looking for a functional literacy program that would appeal to this angry young man. Any ideas? Here are the responses: 1) The corrective reading program is the best. It has worked so many times for me. Although it has no pictures, my students always gain confidence from the rate charts and the systematic, methodical teaching. I used level a on a Grade 1 boy this year, and it's made miracles. I used B1 on a Grade 7 girl last year, and another miracle. 2) I am teaching a couple of classes of remedial reading at the high school level, and I have had great success using Anita Archer's Rewards program (available through the Alberta Book Depository) as well as Orca Soundings novels, which are geared for low-level teens (they have a website). 3) I have had great luck with the Read Naturally program for those students who are struggling with reading and writing.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=31639&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2014 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 26, Number 4, Jan./Feb. 2014   Digital learning: Changing the brain?  by Dr. Robert Wiklson   No matter how hard his Grade 3 teacher and his parents tried, Jim seemed incapable of memorizing multiplication tables. He had problems with spelling. His attention span was short, and he was easily distracted and quickly bored—disruptive. Token economies, special tutoring, and various disciplinary strategies all came to naught. The collective conclusion: Jim had a learning disability requiring psychological testing and guidance. But something didn’t fit. Frustrated as Jim’s parents were, they couldn’t understand how someone who could master a video game in minutes, surf the net with the agility of a cat, and use his iPad to defeat a world-devouring monster could be such a poor student. He was already a “master” of a game when his father could barely get past “novice.” Was this a boy with a learning disability and attention deficit disorder or a child among the growing number of “digital learners?” Jim was training his brain to gather, not memorize, information and to retain only that critical to his digital survival. His motivation to pursue other forms of learning, such as rote recall and linear thinking, appeared to have atrophied. Sound fanciful? Indeed, Jim is fictional, but the idea that digital learning can change brain organization is not, according to UCLA neuroscientist Dr. Gary Small in his fascinating book, I Brain: Surviving the Technological Alteration of the Modern Mind. Dr. Small contends that with the advent of digital technology “we’re no longer memorizers but gatherers…, if kids are multitasking and stimulated in a certain way outside of school, it’s hard for traditional learning models to compete.” He goes on to write, “If you spend a lot of time with a particular mental experience, the neurocircuits that control that experience will strengthen. But if you don’t continue to exercise those circuits, they become rusty.” Neurologist Dr. Judy Willis, adjunct professor at the University of California, Santa Barbara, and former elementary- and middle-school teacher, writes that “The brain is a dopamine junkie…it wants to remember things that release it…for the dopamine reward system to work, feedback needs to be immediate.” Enter video games. University of Wisconsin psychologist C. Shawn Green, who studies the effect video games have on abilities, concludes that “video games change your brain.” What effect does “digital learning” have in the classroom? Is Jim’s experience commonplace or an anomaly? A review of the literature appears to conclude the jury is still out on this issue. A recent study by Tannis Morgan and Mark Bullen of post-secondary “net” generation students concluded, “…there is no empirically-sound basis for most of the claims that have been made about the “net” generation… nor in their behavioural characteristics and learning preferences” (Journal of Distance Education, vol 25 no 1, 2011). Clearly, there is dispute among researchers. We cannot change or ignore the fact that the digital world is having a significant impact on our lives and may well be altering the way an increasing number of children learn. This can either make the classroom a challenging, stimulating and rewarding place to work or a challenging and frustrating place to work. For those in the latter category, ironically, technology may come to your aide through a growing number of Skype and Facetime peer-support groups. Can’t find one, start one. _______________ Robert Wilson: www.rfwilsonpsychologist.com   )
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(20141007,itunes.apple.com,https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/politico/id358305912?mt=8,POLITICO on the App Store on iTunes Menu Apple Apple Store Mac iPhone Watch iPad iPod iTunes Support Search apple.com Search apple.com Reset Search apple.com Overview Features iTunes Charts Opening the iTunes Store.If iTunes doesn't open, click the iTunes application icon in your Dock or on your Windows desktop.Progress Indicator iTunes iTunes is the world's easiest way to organize and add to your digital media collection. We are unable to find iTunes on your computer. To download the free app POLITICO by POLITICO, get iTunes now. Already have iTunes? Click I Have iTunes to open it now. iTunes for Mac + PC POLITICO By POLITICO View More by This Developer Open iTunes to buy and download apps. Description Download the POLITICO for iPhone app today to get your politics fix. The clean, easy-to-navigate layout is ideal for staying up to date when you’re on the go. POLITICO serves as the one-stop shop for the fastest, most in-depth coverage of the president, Congress, 2014 Midterm elections, and 2016 presidential race. POLITICO’s journalists break news and drive conversation about the White House, Capitol Hill and Washington lobbying, plus the intersection of politics with Wall Street, media and personalities. POLITICO launched in January 2007 with the mission of covering politics with enterprise, style and impact. KEY FEATURES:  ■ Use the “Sections” button to navigate between several different POLITICO News, Blogs, Policy, Morning Tipsheets, Videos categories, and LIVE online content, as well as Photos, Polls and user-Saved Articles. The More Info section contains settings, a helpful FAQ, about, privacy policy, terms and conditions, and easy-to-use tell a friend and feedback mail templates. ■ NEW POLITICO Magazine covers in-depth opinions and narratives.  ■ Article images with caption and credits can be viewed in full-screen mode, including up to 4x zooming, image sharing actions, and several supported gestures. ■ Article videos can also be viewed in full-screen mode. Video playback supports Apple's AirPlay technology. ■ You can dynamically resize Article text so it's at your optimal reading size. Your desired setting is always remembered. To reset the size back to the original default value, use the user Settings app. ■ Article links to the source content on politico.com may be copied or shared with anyone via SMS, Mail, Twitter, or Facebook. You can also add to reading list or open them in Safari on your iPhone. ■ Current support for 4 types of push notifications. Users can enable/disable each type individually in the user Settings app. The complete text of the last (unexpired) pushed notification is always downloaded for in-app viewing. When enabled, access the current notification by tapping the “Alert” button from most section fronts. Notifications can now be copied or shared via SMS, Mail, Twitter, or Facebook. ■ POLITICO can dynamically deliver additional News, Blogs, or other feeds in the future, without requiring an app update. Make sure you have the "New App Features" notifications switch turned ON in the user Settings app for POLITICO, to get notified when new changes occur. ■ POLITICO Article, Video, and Polls content changes several times, every day. The app will automatically check for changes several times every hour, and intelligently download only those changes that are different from the last downloaded content. If you want an immediate update, you can always use the pull-to-refresh mechanism built into every section list. ■ All downloaded non-video Article content is intelligently cached for offline reading when a network is not convenient. You can use the “AUTO UPDATE” flags in the Sections menu to control what and how much content we automatically download. Selecting a section that is not flagged for auto updating will download that section upon demand when a network connection is available, or view the last downloaded version of that content when offline. ■ Use built-in app settings in More Info section to:  – Enable/disable different types of pushed (or pulled) alerts – Reset the default Article font size setting – Remove all user-Saved Articles at once – Empty the cache of Article images, freeing up device memory usage – In the unlikely case of an app failure, reset all downloaded application files (doesn't affect cached images or user-Saved Articles) ■ For more usage, tips, and information, please refer to the FAQ from the More Info section. ■ Feedback is welcome and appreciated.  You can mail us directly from within the app by going to the More Info section (or via the Action button from any article). » Follow us on Twitter: @POLITICO POLITICO Web SitePOLITICO Support What's New in Version 3.2.1 » Feedback is welcome and appreciated! Please contact us directly from within the app via the More Info section or the Action button from within any article. Please read the built-in FAQ. Please rate the app and not the politics. ■ NEW in version 3.2.1: - Minor bug fixes and stability improvements ■ NEW in version 3.2.0: - A beautiful new design for iOS 7 - Fully support native sharing interface for iOS 6 and up including more sharing options – and AirDrop support for iOS 7 and up - Added sharing options for Breaking News and other push notifications - Stability and performance improvements - Bug fixes from previous version iPhone Screenshot Customer Reviews Unbiased and probative       by Ryan J Stempien POLITICO is hands down the best news source available today. I've since deleted most of my other news apps; I was sick of their push notifications of "breaking news" coming an hour or so after POLITICOS updates of the same information. As a strict Independent I am extremely sensitive to news bias (I can still enjoy NPR, but half the fun is laughing at the liberal bias), and POLITICO is the only news source which has my stamp of approval. The app itself is pretty easy to use and the adjustable text is a really easy to modulate, however the sections beside the front page don't really describe what they are so I'm weary of subscribing to them. That's my only 2¢ that I think could improve the app, this app has been on my home bar since the 2012 republican primaries and it isn't going anywhere. Very well done.       by XavierKay? Extremely well done app. Easy to navigate and adjust text size, etc. Problem       by Janmaria Content is great, but it is difficult to get "back" to go back to top news menu after opening a headline. I. often just give up and quit. Customers Also Bought Roll Call News News View In iTunes Slate.com News View In iTunes The Economist for iPhone News View In iTunes The Hill News View In iTunes C-SPAN RADIO News View In iTunes View In iTunes Free Category: News Updated: Jun 01, 2014 Version: 3.2.1 Size: 6.2 MB Language: English Seller: POLITICO © 2014 POLITICO, LLC Rated 4+ Compatibility: Requires iOS 5.0 or later. Compatible with iPhone, iPad, and iPod touch. This app is optimized for iPhone 5. Customer Ratings Current Version:      9 Ratings All Versions:      1389 Ratings Discover and share new apps. Follow us on @AppStore. Discover and share new music, movies, TV, books, and more. Follow us @iTunes and discover new iTunes Radio Stations and the music we love. Home iTunes iTunes Download iTunes Features iTunes Charts More iTunes Digital Music Basics iTunes Gifts iTunes U iPod + iTunes Support AirPlay Accessibility Working with iTunes Overview Sell Your Content Enhance Your Content Market with iTunes Link to iTunes iTunes Store Browse iTunes Store Browse App Store Buy Music Now Buy iTunes Gift Cards Redeem iTunes Gift Cards iTunes Corporate Sales Free Single of the Week Shop the Apple Online Store (1-800-MY-APPLE), visit an Apple Retail Store, or find a reseller. Apple Info Site Map Hot News RSS Feeds Contact Us Copyright © 2014 Apple Inc. All rights reserved. Terms of Use Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "October is #FosterFamilyMonth. Thank you #BC for opening your homes and hearts to more than 5,900 children and youth." @John_Yap - 11:14pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141007,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/FassbenderMLA/status/334678329305231360?screen_name=FassbenderMLA&id=334678329305231360,Peter Fassbender on Twitter: "Big shout out to my campaign team this morning! Congrats all around #BigWin #bcpoli" Twitter Search query Search Twitter Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Language: English Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Have an account? Sign in New to Twitter? Join Today » Sign In Phone, email or username Password Sign in Remember me Forgot password? Already using Twitter via text message? Follow Following Unfollow Blocked Unblock Pending Cancel Peter FassbenderVerified account ‏ @FassbenderMLA 15 May 2013 Big shout out to my campaign team this morning! Congrats all around #BigWin #bcpoli Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet 7:35 AM - 15 May 2013 Nick Facey ‏ @NickTFacey 15 May 2013 @Fassbender4MLA congrats Peter, another win for you, one HUGE win for the province Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Don’t miss any updates from Peter Fassbender © 2014 Twitter About Help Ads info Close Flag this media This has already been marked as containing sensitive content. Flag this as containing potentially illegal content. Submit Cancel Learn more about flagging media Dismiss Close Previous Next Close Go to a person's profile Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Close Retweet this to your followers? Cancel Retweet Close Are you sure you want to delete this Tweet? Cancel Delete Close Block Cancel Block Add a location to your Tweets When you tweet with a location, Twitter stores that location. You can switch location on/off before each Tweet and always have the option to delete your location history. Learn more Turn location on Not now Turn off location Close Profile summary Close Your lists Close Create a new list List name Description Under 100 characters, optional Privacy Public · Anyone can follow this list Private · Only you can access this list Save list Close Close Embed this Tweet Add this Tweet to your website by copying the code below. Learn more Hmm, there was a problem reaching the server. Try again? Include parent Tweet Include media Preview Close Sign up for Twitter Not on Twitter? Sign up, tune into the things you care about, and get updates as they happen. Have an account? Sign in » Close Two-way (sending and receiving) short codes: Country Code For customers of United States 40404 (any) Canada 21212 (any) United Kingdom 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM Haiti 40404 Digicel, Voila Ireland 51210 Vodafone, O2 India 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Indonesia 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » See SMS short codes for other countries Close Confirmation)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/OpportunitiesForMembers.aspx?id=16122,BCTF > Becoming a Teacher in BC  	Opportunities for BCTF Members  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers Aboriginal Education  Bargaining & Collective Agreements  Français  Health & Safety  New Teachers  Opportunities for Members  Pensions Professional Development  Professional Rights & Responsibility  Provincial Specialist Associations  Salary & Benefits  Teachers Teaching On Call  Teaching Resources  For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Opportunities for Members > Teaching in BC Becoming a Teacher in BC The following BC post-secondary institutions currently offer approved teacher education programs: Simon Fraser University, Burnaby, BC Thompson Rivers University, Kamloops, BC Trinity Western University, Langley, BC University of British Columbia, Vancouver, BC University of British Columbia Okanagan, Kelowna, BC University of Northern British Columbia, Prince George, BC University of Victoria, Victoria, BC University of the Fraser Valley Vancouver Island University (formerly Malaspina University-College), Nanaimo, BC About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media jthornthwaite last tweet "Please join me in recognizing the vital work foster families do for B.C. kids http://t.co/bdYy1yh9Jc #FosterFamilyMonth #northvan #bcpoli" @jthornthwaite - 10:56pm Follow @jthornthwaite BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media last tweet "" @ - 12:00am Follow @ last post "" facebook/ - Jan 1st Like Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12812&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2000 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 12, Number 6, April 2000 Top 10 BCTF lesson aids 1. Experimenting with Air. Gordon R. Gore, 46p. ©1999. Student resource intended for students to experiment with the properties of air. Topics: Air Real Matter? Air Pressure (including Pascal’s Law and its many uses), Moving Air (Bernoulli), Flight (kites, airplanes) and Other Ways to Fly (hot air balloons, dirigibles, parachutes). Illustrated with drawings, photos, and cartoons. Grades 4–7. LA 9547—$11 2. Experimenting with Electricity. Gordon R. Gore, 48p. ©1999. Student resource for experimenting with electricity and magnetism. Illustrated with drawings, photos, and cartoons. Topics include static electricity, current electricity, electromagnets and permanent magnets. Grades 4–7. LA 9546—$11 3. Classroom Criteria from A to Z. Terry Olson and Cathie Peters, 112p. ©2000, rev. edition, Student Centred Publications. “How to” teacher resource includes how to use criteria in the classroom, over 90 sample criteria sets and generic criteria sheets, usable for K–12 with any curricular area and are easily adaptable. Includes a new section for primary teachers. Suitable for K–12. LA 9962—$22.95 4. Step Lively: Dances for Schools and Families. Marian Rose, 40p. book and 60 min. CD, ©1998. A lively collection of 20 dances for classroom instruction (K–12) or for family-oriented events. Features illustrations and clear, explicit instructions so that a novice would have no trouble teaching the steps. Dance examples are varied and from numerous countries. Music teachers would also find this resource valuable. LA 9750—$39.95 5. Great Canadian Political Cartoons: 1820 to1914. Charles and Cynthia Hou, 240p. 1997. Contains over 330 historical cartoons, tracing Canada’s political, economic, and social evolution up to World War I. The cartoons provide revealing insights into present-day issues such as a national unity and international relations. Many deal with social issues such as labour, women’s rights, prohibition, poverty, and racism. Grades 8–12, Teacher. LA 2013—$39.95 6. The Art of Decoding Political Cartoons—A Teacher’s Guide. Charles and Cynthia Hou, 71p. ©1998. First half of the guide illustrates various features of political cartoons and devices cartoonists use to deliver a message. The second half allows students to practice identifying and analyzing devices, detecting bias and interpreting historical and contemporary cartoons. Grades 8–12, Teacher. LA 2013A—$14.95 7. Canada Map—Poster Size. Sonja E. Schild, ©1997. The front is a political map showing capitals, cities, rivers, lakes, islands, mountains, gulfs, bays, adjoining states, flags, coats of arms, flowers and bird symbols, wildlife, ships of important explorers, and the kayak, Haida and Beothuk canoes of the First Nations. The reverse side has 3 sections: timeline of important events in history, geographic facts and world records, and Prime Ministers and Governors General since Confederation and information about the way Canada governs itself. Grades 3–7. LA 9297A—$18.50 8. Canada Map—Binder Size. Sonja E. Schild, ©1997. See LA 9297A for description; fits into binders and is laminated for durability. Grades 3–7. LA 9297B—$3 9. Canada Workbook. Sonja E. Schild, 46p. ©1997. Geography workbook based on the Canada Map, LA 9297A includes 40 worksheets, 25 maps, student projects, project evaluation form, three tests and an answer key. Each worksheet has a section called “Brainwork,” which encourages research, creative thinking and problem solving. Can be used by social studies and ESL teachers, in inclusive classrooms and by parents. Reproducible for classroom use. LA 9297C—$22 10. Bears, Bears, Bears: An Integrated Theme for Early Primary. Joanne Matheson, Pat Corder, Karen Addie, Janice Crawford, Shelley Griffin, Judy Herridge. 22p. 1990. Includes a variety of integrated activities. LA 8540—$4.25 For a complete listing of over 900 BCTF Lesson Aids, consult the catalogue in your school library or the Lesson Aids online catalogue, www.bctf.ca/LessonAids To order any of the above lesson aids, enclose a cheque payable to the BCTF or authorized purchase order to BCTF Lesson Aids Service, 100-550 West 6th Avenue, Vancouver, BC V5Z 4P2. GST and postage/handling are included in the prices. Orders are sent by return mail.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=29054&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2013 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 25, Number 4, Jan./Feb. 2013   Promoting the mental health of children and youth in BC  By Diana Mogensen  Given that children and youth spend more than six hours daily and over 180 days a year in school, the educational context provides key opportunities for delivering activities and comprehensive initiatives related to positive mental health. As children move into their early and later teen years, schools may play an even greater role than the home context in influencing youth, given the powerful influence that teacher support and peer networks have within the education settings. – (Stewart, 2008; Stewart et al, 2004) There is increasing awareness of the importance of school and our students’ connection to it in promoting good mental health. According to Dr. Elizabeth Saewyc of the McCreary Center, national and international research has established this as a fact. In a recent interview with me, Saewyc stated; “That next to functioning healthy families, schools are the second most important protective factor in securing the mental health of children and youth.” Put in this context it is very clear that the role of teachers is invaluable in promoting the mental health of their students. The McCreary Centre Society is a non-government not-for-profit organization committed to improving the health of BC youth through research, education, and community-based projects. According to their research, youth in BC are feeling better about the state of their mental well-being since data was last collected about five years ago by Saewyc and her colleagues at the McCreary Center, reported in “Making the Right Connections,” published in 2011. “Most youth in British Columbia report positive mental health and low rates of mental health challenges. They not only have high self-esteem, educational aspirations for the future, and rate their health as good or excellent, but also have not self-harmed or had suicidal thoughts or attempts in the past year. Youth report lower rates of considering and attempting suicide compared to their peers five years previously…” Saewyc, in part attributes this to the fact that teachers intuitively and consciously promote school connectedness in their practice on a daily basis. However, it is still important to note that many youth do experience mental or emotional health issues (in fact, a full 56%). Most at risk are youth who self-identify as gay or bisexual, youth living in poverty, or those who have unstable lives at home, those who have been sexually or physically abused and those living with a chronic illness. According to Saewyc and her team there are six main strategies to promote school connectedness. Establishing decision-making processes that facilitate student, family, and community engagement, academic achievement, and staff empowerment. An example includes giving teachers and principals appropriate decision making over how time, personnel, and money are used at the local level. Provide educational opportunities to enable families to be actively involved with their child’s academic and school life. Provide students with the academic, emotional, and social skills necessary to be actively engaged in school. Using mindfulness techniques in classrooms, to bring awareness to students in this realm, is a growing trend among teachers in BC. Use effective classroom management and teaching methods to foster a positive classroom environment. Professional development and support for teachers and other school staff to enable them to meet the diverse cognitive, emotional, and social needs of their students. This is strongly in evidence in the PSA conferences like LATA, SEA, and the counselors conferences all offer workshops on mental health topics aimed at teachers. Create open communication among administrators, teachers, staff, student, families, and communities in order to foster trust and caring. It is important that we demonstrate this to our students in our own relationships within schools. Saewyc and The McCreary Center have worked together with BC teachers Promoting Mental Health in Schools to present workshops for teachers across BC. Participants at recent PSA conferences were able to share their practice in an informal exchange. Dr. Saewyc is scheduled to present at the Alternate Educators’ Conference in Vancouver in February 14–15, 2013. (Check the PD Calendar for details). Last month, Saewyc presented to about 40 teachers in training at SFU, who were appreciative for the opportunity to hear about this research from one of the primary researchers in North America on the topic of “School Connectedness.” If you are interested in finding out more about the work done by the McCreary Center, visit their website at www.mcs.bc.ca. You will find fact sheets and reports related to Youth Mental Health. For information on additional topics related to Child and Youth Mental Health, contact either Diana Mogensen or Lily Yiu, co-chairs of BC Teachers Promoting Mental Health in School, a chapter of LATA. The chapter meets regularly to disseminate information on Child and Youth Mental Health by organizing presentations directed toward practicing teachers. To date, presentations include Eating Disorders, Self-Regulation for Teachers, School Connectedness, Mindfulness in the Classroom, and The Impact of Child/Youth Exploitation on Mental Health. Your participation and involvement is welcomed. Contact: dmogensen@cw.bc.ca or lyiu@cw.bc.ca for inclusion on our e-mail list serves.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=19908,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 2, October 2009  Provincial budget update bad news for public education By Margaret White One way to assess how public education will be affected by the revised provincial budget is to compare the education program funding that was originally allocated in the February 2009 provincial budget to the allocation in the revised September 2009 provincial budget. Such a comparison shows a significant loss of funding, the effects which are already being felt across school districts this September. $128 million less education program funding in September budget update Education program funding for 2009–10 in the September 2009 budget update is about $128 million less than the funding allocated in the February 2009 budget announcement. As public-school funding comprises 95% of all education program funding, this will have a significant impact on public education budgets. Chart 1 shows that instead of a $73.2 million funding increase to education programs as announced in February 2009, Education Program funding decreased by $54.8 million in the September 2009 updated budget. After accounting for the transfer of $50 million in CommunityLINK funding to the Ministry of Housing and Social Development, there is still a funding decrease of $5 million since 2008–09 and $78 million less funding than was allocated in the February 2009 budget. What funding was cut from education programs? CommunityLINK funding to provide nutrition and counselling support for vulnerable students was cut by $2 million. This funding decrease is difficult to justify given the persistently high family poverty rate in BC, the growing number of vulnerable families due to the recession, and higher food prices facing providers of school lunch programs. Presumably, much of the $128 million loss of funding for education programs (compared to the February 2009 estimates) is due to the unexpected cancellation of the $110 million Annual Facility Grant (AFG) that districts rely upon to do much-needed maintenance and upgrades to school facilities. Some districts also reported not receiving the last installment of the 2008–09 AFG, even though these funds were committed for work already under way or completed. (See bctf.ca/uploadedFiles/Publications/ Research_reports/2009EF02.pdf for a BCTF research report on the cancellation of the AFG.) While the ministry claimed that districts held about $98.6 million in cash reserves that must be spent first, many districts have since revealed they either have no cash reserves or the funds were already committed for planned or ongoing projects. Surrey school district reported to the Surrey North Delta Leader on September 8, 2009, that the board will have to find $8 million to cover costs for projects to which the district is contractually committed. Many districts are trying to assess the impact this sudden loss of funding will have on their budget. Some districts immediately halted repair projects where possible, laid off maintenance and other staff, and were still left with significant budget shortfalls. The Vancouver School Board (VSB) lost $10.6 million in funding due to the cancellation of the AFG, with only $160,000 in uncommitted funds in its AFG account. The VSB launched a pro-active response to this sudden loss of funding, and the Ministry of Education agreed that the VSB could transfer up to $5 million from its restricted capital reserve fund and $2.4 million of unallocated Combined Seismic Mitigation Program funds to address the shortfall. This still leaves the VSB with $3 million less in funding than anticipated, due to the cancellation of the AFG. What new cost pressures do districts face that the province is not fully funding? The increase to Medical Services Plan (MSP) premiums announced in the September 1 Budget Update will increase costs to all employers who cover MSP premiums for employees. This is a downloaded cost to the school districts, as there are no additional funds to cover this unanticipated cost pressure. The VSB estimates the 6% increase to premiums will increase operating costs by $100,000 in 2009–10 and $200,000 annually. VSB budget documents available at www.vsb.bc.ca/districtinfo/districtpublication/newsmedia/20090909.htm. Other cost pressures include negotiated salary increases, increased heat and electricity costs if a BC Hydro rate increase is approved, and H1N1 prevention costs incurred by schools. The Vancouver School Board estimates the cost of the board’s efforts to prevent the H1N1 virus will range from $200,000 to $300,000, according to the Vancouver Courier’s “Class notes” on September 16, 2009. The Harmonized Sales Tax, effective July 1, 2010, could significantly increase costs to districts unless school boards receive a rebate for the 7% provincial portion of the HST. Do the ministry’s funding decisions really protect services in the classroom? No. When the Operating Grants or other education funding do not cover costs, or when the sudden loss of funding leaves school districts unable to meet commitments, school boards must take action to deal with the resulting shortfalls. By law, districts cannot run a deficit. The ministry claims the AFG was cancelled so as to protect funding for students in the classroom. But the effect of forcing districts into a shortfall position at the start of the school year is that education services will be compromised as districts scramble to make up the loss of funding. Many districts already reduced education services last June to address significant funding shortfalls and submit a balanced budget for 2009–10. It is difficult to see how classroom services can be maintained in the face of more budget shortfalls. What about district operating grants? There is no information in the budget update on how 2009–10 operating grants are affected by the reduced funding for education programs. Reading between the lines, it appears that districts did not receive all of the operating grants funding committed for 2008–09. A footnote in the Ministry of Education 2008/09 Annual Service Plan Report (July 2009, p.23) indicates that $18 million in Distributed Learning (DL) funding was frozen by the Treasury Board. These are funds that presumably should have been released to the districts after the final DL enrolment count. The Port Alberni school district reported, to the Alberni Valley Times on September 10, 2009, that they were informed one week before school began that the ministry took back the district’s declining enrolment fund of $35,000. Vancouver School Board’s Provincial Budget Update shows that the ministry is retracting $404,000 ‘holdback’ funding the district received in June. Holdback funds are supposed to be released after enrolment counts for Distributed Learning and Special Education are conducted during the year. The retraction of these funds means there is less money available to support students in the classroom. The case of the vanishing holdback These examples suggest that operating-grant funds are being reduced behind the scenes without any formal public announcement. The enrolment-decline supplement and enrolment funds in the holdback are part of the operating grants. The 2008–09 Recalculated Operating Grant tables (due to be published by December 2009) should reveal how much of the 2008–09 operating-grants funding disappeared from the holdback. Other funding cuts that will affect students and public schools In early September, the ministry announced that parent advisory councils (PACs) across BC will see their gaming grants cut in half in 2009–10, leaving PACs with about $7.6 million less funding to support student learning. Parent advisory councils use these funds to purchase computers, library and text books, and to support school field trips and other learning enrichment activities. Schools have become increasingly dependent on these funds to compensate for inadequate funding by the ministry for school-based resources. Schools in low-income areas will be hurt the most by the loss of this funding. The ministry also cancelled, without consultation, a $130,000 grant to BC School Sports, an organization that supports secondary-student athletes in 425 BC schools to train and participate in sports events. This was another last-minute announcement with no time for sports groups to raise funds elsewhere. The ministry is facing ongoing criticism by a wide spectrum of citizen groups for the elimination of this grant. More trouble on the horizon The September budget plan for education programs also shows $127.5 million less funding in 2011–12 and $64.5 million less in 2011–12, compared to the February 2009 budget (Chart 2). Overall this results in a cumulative decrease of $320 million over three years. Even though the ministry implied the cancellation of the AFG grant was one-time-only for districts to use up their “unspent reserves,” a comparison of the February and September estimates shows about $127.5 million less funding for education programs in 2010–11. If $50 million of the reduced funding is due to the transfer of the CommunityLINK grant, there is still $78.5 million less funding for 2010–11 compared to the February estimates. The ministry has committed $44 million to implement phase one of full-day Kindergarten in 2010–11, and an additional $107 million in 2011–12. But education-programs funding (based on the funding plan in the September 2009 updated budget) increases by less than that, $37.6 million in 2010–11 and $78.6 million in 2011–12. The Provincial Speech from the Throne indicated that there would be no money available for public-sector wage increases until the province resolves its deficit. The updated figures for the Ministry of Education plan for 2010/11 and 2011/12 suggest that changes in education-program funding and total public school revenues will not be sufficient to cover the increased cost for full-day Kindergarten, salary increases, and other cost pressures such as the provincially mandated increase to Medical Services Plan premiums. Unless the Ministry of Education makes significant improvements to the three-year plan in the September 2009 budget update, expect further erosion of classroom conditions, as districts cut deeper into school budgets to offset the resulting shortfalls. For data table and full references see: bctf.ca/uploadedFiles/Publications/Research_reports/2009EF03.pdf Margaret White is a research analyst, BCTF Research Department. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/mobile/NewTeachersHandbook/default.aspx?id=31827,BCTF New Teachers' Handbook  Toggle navigation New Teachers’ Handbook © 2014 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. Table of Contents Introduction President's message Setting the BC context Jobs and professsional responsibilities Professional Responsibility / Code of Ethics Standards for the Education, Competence... Beginning your career as a TTOC Tips for success Beginning your career as a classroom teacher Planning Classroom management Establishing a positive environment Teaching strategies / classroom complexity Learning resources Communicating with parents/guardians Students with special needs Working with education (teacher) assistants Preparing for a Teacher Teaching on Call Parent involvement in schools Working with volunteers Wellness—taking care of yourself How the BC Teachers’ Federation helps Others who can help Professional development (PD) Evaluation of teachers Resources Membership New Teachers’ Home BCTF Home Classroom management  “Wondering how to maintain a positive classroom environment with minimal disruption can cause more anxiety for new teachers than any other aspect of their new career. Classroom management focuses on prevention and problem solving rather than on punishment. A secure, inviting classroom, along with purposeful activities and respect for the dignity of everyone, prevents most discipline problems. Your role as teacher is crucial in establishing an effective learning environment. Your objective is to instill inner self-control in students, not merely to exert your control over them. Set the tone of your classroom from the start by being firm and fair, friendly yet professional. When you are more confident of your ability to maintain order, you will be more relaxed and students will perceive you as a person who really cares. Students appreciate an orderly classroom. Without order in your classroom, very little learning will take place. Children are basically good and appropriate behaviour is a purposeful response to a need for power, freedom, love, and fun.” (Glasser) Discipline and good behaviour are learned, and they must be constantly reinforced. Guide your students to know what to do in all situations rather than punish misdeeds. Help your students understand that with rights come responsibilities. Encourage your students to be responsible for their learning and behaviour. When students make choices, they learn new skills and gain social awareness from the outcome of those decisions. What works  Involve students in forming rules and consequences. Tell students what you expect, provide a model for good behaviour, check for understanding, and allow for practice and follow-up. Don’t assume that students know how to act appropriately. They need to be taught and coached to manage their behaviour. Create a classroom environment that provides structure and support and reinforces positive behaviour. Set your standards high; be clear and realistic in your expectations. Classroom conflict is more likely to be reduced if you: are in the classroom when your students arrive. are organized and prepared. insist that everyone be treated with respect. seek student opinions. consider student feelings. listen to your students. maintain your sense of humour. assist students to make appropriate choices. teach students decision-making skills. encourage students to learn from their mistakes. use a quiet, friendly tone of voice. build on individual student’s strengths. provide tasks that enhance the self-esteem of all students. have a low-key, consistent, and matter-of-fact manner. enforce consistently the consequences adopted by the class. move around the classroom. use praise and positive reinforcement. What does not work  Even with the most tact and careful preparation, students will test you. Let them know that while you disapprove of their actions, you still value them. If you are going to show that you are angry, do it because you have decided it is appropriate, not because you are “out of control.” You should touch a student only in extreme circumstances such as imminent danger to yourself, other students, or the student in question and file a violent incident report immediately. Be aware of the legal rights and responsibilities of both teachers and students. If you have any concerns or questions, contact your school staff rep. Discipline problems may arise when a teacher: accepts excuses, bargains, or blames. acts hastily without knowing the implications of actions. offers “bribes/rewards” for behaviour. preaches, nags, criticizes, shouts, and threatens. punishes as a way to teach appropriate behaviour. punishes the whole class for the misdeeds of a few. rescues students rather than teaching problem-solving skills. uses put-downs, sarcasm, embarrassment, or humiliation. Dealing with power struggles  Power struggles can be difficult for beginning teachers. When this happens to you, try to: ignore the student’s attempt to engage you in a power struggle. describe to the student, in objective and explicit terms, the unacceptable behaviour. give a warning, emphasize the consequence, and then follow through. arrange for time out from the classroom. consult appropriate school personnel for advice. communicate with the parents to discuss a behaviour management plan. School policies and procedures  Be aware of school policies and procedures for the following: roll call, absentees, early dismissals tardy students bullying, intimidation damage to school property classroom guests putting away supplies and equipment dismissing the class make-up work cheating washroom routines lining up playground fire drills, earthquakes, and emergencies lunch and lunch time activities hall movement field trips. Setting standards  Give thought to setting standards, expectations, consequences, and procedures. Having the students participate in making classroom rules gives them a sense of ownership. Tips for rules  keep rules short, precise, and succinct to focus on specific behaviour limit yourself to six rules post rules with consequences, and send a copy home state rules in positive terms whenever possible teach rules add a new rule if a misbehaviour is repetitive when enforcing rules, preserve student dignity. Tips for consequences  be logical, clear, and specific have a range of alternatives use consequences, not punishment post consequence with the rule. Guidelines for effective classroom management  Three basics to remember:  Monitor student behaviour  Use an “active eye.” See what is going on. Don’t become preoccupied with someone or some- thing and ignore the rest of the class. In terms of discipline and effective teaching, one teacher on her or his feet is worth two in the seat. Be consistent  Have the same expectations of all students for appropriate behaviour. Your students should know that you will enforce rules consistently and apply an appropriate consequence. Your goal is to be fair, but that might mean not applying the identical consequence to all students. If one student frequently fails to return homework, you may apply a different consequence than you would to the student who forgets her/his homework for the first time. Knowing that you’ll be fair, but not equal, your students should understand that being equal is not always fair. To be consistent, be certain that the consequences you apply are reasonable and appropriate. Ensure that you have had a thorough classroom discussion on this so that students understand “the fair, but not equal” concept. Promptly manage inappropriate behaviour  For effective classroom management know that misbehaviour must be handled immediately or there is risk of a snowballing effect. To provide maximum time for learning and to reduce minor behaviour problems, you can employ strategies that deal with behaviour in the least amount of time, with the least disruption and the least negative feeling. Strategies  Proximity  While teaching, move about the room, pausing near potential “trouble spots.” Remaining behind your desk or seated in the front of the class encourages misbehavior in the less visible areas of the room. Pause  Continuous teacher talk may give students a noise screen for their own conversations. An occasional pause—just a few seconds of silence—brings an off-task student back in focus. Asking for a response  Hearing one’s name can be an attention-getter, even if one is not paying attention. Working an off-task student’s name into a question can often bring the student back into the lesson. Remembering the student’s dignity, say the student’s name first in order to allow her/him to hear the question to be answered. The purpose is to get the student back into the lesson, not to embarrass her/him. Active participation  Sometimes having the student respond to a question or become involved in an activity can eliminate the undesired behaviour. Asking for a show of hands, having students perform a physical activity, or having each student write a quick answer to a question can make all students accountable for an immediate response. Avoid lengthy teacher talk  Plan your lesson with a sequence of instruction, practice, and sharing. Praise desirable behaviour quietly  Thank a student quietly, and thank the class for getting their books out so quickly. This will often cue a student to her/his attention. Cueing  Change direction; for example, a group of chatting students may be quieted by announcing an impromptu quiz on the subject at hand. Humour  When all else fails, you might have to stop instruction to remind the class of appropriate behaviour. Keep it light. Previous Next)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=33062,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2014 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 26, Number 6, May/June 2014   Drama: Act for change  By Heather Lytle   As drama educators we have long known the importance of what we do, and now it seems, so does everyone else! Every well-known and respected child psychologist, therapist, education consultant, administrator, and teacher is relishing in the recent buzz of the benefits of arts education. As Einstein said almost a century ago, “The true sign of intelligence is not knowledge but imagination.” Yet we continue to test students’ intelligence with high pressure exams, we assign what are often meaningless and destructive letter grades, and we desperately hang on to an industrial model of educating our kids. We need to cultivate environments that are conducive to enhancing student creativity and imagination. We need to foster classroom environments that teach compassion, empathy, critical thinking, higher-order reasoning, innovation, and emotional well-being. These are the 21st century learning skills. And as we drama teachers know, these are also the core components of our classrooms. We know that when arts and creativity become central to the learning environment, schools become places of discovery. The very school culture is changed—learning conditions are improved, teachers are renewed, discipline is minimal, and even the physical appearance of schools improves. We see that the students with sustained involvement in arts programs, such as drama and music, are the same students who outperform their peers in all subject areas. They are the ones we see shining at graduation ceremonies as the confident and intelligent young people we want to send out into the world. We know this is because arts education nurtures the development of cognitive, social, and personal competencies. Formative assessment…self-regulation… collaborative learning styles…MindUp! None of this is new to drama teachers. These ideas resonate deeply with drama teachers…this is the kind of teaching and learning we offer kids in drama programs on a daily basis. If you think that arts education is a frill, consider the following findings. In Canada in 2006, 70,000 people earned their living in cultural occupations with a direct and indirect impact of 20 billion dollars on the economy. Between 1990 and 1997 the culture section grew by 14%, outpacing automotive and agriculture sectors. The culture sector is highly educated, 77% have post- secondary education, 41% hold degrees as compared to 17% holding degrees across other industries. BC was the third largest producer of culture output in Canada, accounting for 5.2 billion dollars. Sir Ken Robinson’s TEDTalk on creativity is the most viewed TEDTalk of all time. Hundreds of thousands of us have seen this talk and most would agree with Robinson that our current system kills creativity and safe risk-taking in young people. He has been a champion for arts education, advocating that it should have the same status in education as numeracy and literacy. Despite all of the evidence, we continue to see cuts to arts programs across BC. Drama teachers report on ridiculous class sizes of 60+ students and no considerations or compensations for the classrooms whose compositions are untenable. This travesty isn’t going to change. We must continue to fight for arts programs near and dear to our hearts. We need to be a strong voice advocating for the importance of drama education in BC and across Canada, and be the change we want to see. Heather Lytle teaches drama and theatre at Smithers Secondary School, Smithers  Visit the Association of BC Drama Teachers’ website: http://www.bcdramateachers.com    Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/DidYouKnow.aspx?id=19744&printPage=true,BCTF > Did You Know 1, September 2009  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Newsletters and Alerts > Did You Know > 2009-10 Archives Did You Know?  PDF format  New funding for education vanishes Instead of a $73.2 million dollar funding increase to Education Programs as announced in the February 2009 budget, education funding actually decreases by $54.8 million in the September 2009 updated budget.* Even after taking into account the transfer of the $50 million CommunityLINK grant to the Ministry of Housing and Social Development, there is still a loss of $5 million in Education Program funding compared to 2008–09. This means there is no new funding to improve conditions in the classroom or to cover the additional costs districts will face because of a 6% increase in Medical Service Plan premiums, carbon neutral requirements, the Harmonized Sales Tax, efforts to prevent the spread of the H1N1 virus, and potential BC hydro rate increases. *The change in funding from year-toyear is calculated by comparing the 2009–10 estimates to the 2008–09 restated estimates figures in the Resource Summary Table (for the February and September budget estimates). Calculations by BCTF Research with data from: Ministry of Education 2009/10 to 2011/12 Service Plan—Resource Summary Table, February 2009, p. 21. Ministry of Education 2009/10 to 2011/12 Service Plan Update—Resource Summary Table, September 2009, p. 22. No. 1, September 2009)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12680,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 1999 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 12, Number 1, September 1999 Health and Safety WCB issues orders WCB issues written orders to employers when violations of the Occupational Health and Safety Regulation are discovered during inspections by WCB officers. Recently, several school districts have received pages of violation citations, with orders to comply and submit compliance plans to WCB by a specific date. In each case, a phone call from either a local association or a worker resulted in a WCB officer inspecting a school and writing up orders. Orders written as a result of one school inspection apply to all schools and worksites operated by the employer. Failure to comply with the WCB can result in significant fines, not only to the employer as a corporate body but to individuals such as trustees, the superintendent, and administrative officers. Kootenay Lake School District. The WCB issued 21 orders to the employer as a result of a complaint from the local association to the WCB. An inspection determined that there were numerous violations of the WCB Regulation and gave the employer 30 days in which to provide a written plan of compliance. Violations included: failing to establish and maintain an overall occupational health and safety program; failing to establish procedures, policies or work environment arrangements to eliminate the risk to workers from violence; failing to establish procedures for reporting, investigating, and documenting incidents of violence; failing to ensure that corrective actions were taken in response to incidents of violence; and failing to ensure adequate direction and instruction of workers in the safe performance of their duties. The individual administrative officer (supervisor) was cited for not ensuring the proper training of workers under his or her direction. The employer also failed to post both the WCB orders and the plan of compliance in the worksite for at least seven days. In addition, the employer was cited for not providing a copy of the compliance report to the Occupational H&S Committee. Vancouver School District In December of 1998, after a WCB inspection of two elementary schools, at least 12 orders were written on a variety of H&S issues ranging from indoor air quality to bloodborne pathogens. The employer was cited for: failing to record complaints of indoor air quality; failing to investigate those complaints; and failing to ensure the regular inspection of all workplaces, including buildings, structures, grounds, excavations, tools, equipment, machinery, and work methods and practices. The employer was ordered to put in place an exposure control plan for bloodborne pathogens and other biohazardous material in recognition of the risk that teachers face in the workplace from exposure to them by bites, nosebleeds, scrapes, etc. Again, this employer was cited for failing to maintain an occupational H&S program, including training, records, and investigations. Nanaimo School District Wood dust is identified as a carcinogen by WCB. The Nanaimo School District was the subject of a recent review into the imposition of an additional assessment (fine) against it by WCB as a result of repeated violations in woodworking shops and a failure to submit a compliance plan that would eliminate wood dust or control it at acceptably low levels. In addition, the employer was cited for not having an effective first-aid program in place as per the WCB Regulation. Individual teachers and H&S committees have a lot of power if they choose. The employer must deal with all H&S complaints by recording them, investigating them, and taking corrective action. If this does not happen, a call to the toll-free WCB Prevention Line at 1-888-621-SAFE will result in a WCB inspection and orders served on the employer if violations are cited. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Touring a natural gas drilling rig with @MLA Mike Bernier, and Brian from EnCana http://t.co/AifdJ4H07b" @Teresa_Wat - 06:01pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141008,thetyee.ca,http://thetyee.ca/Opinion/2014/06/03/BC-Teachers-BC-Government/,Teachers and Gov't Need Relationship Counselling | The Tyee About Advertise Follow Support RSS Topic Aboriginal Affairs BC Election 2013 BC Politics Education Energy Environment Federal Politics Film Food Gender + Sexuality Health Housing Labour + Industry Local Economy Media Municipal Politics Music Photo Essays Podcasts Politics Rights + Justice Science + Tech Transportation Travel Urban Planning + Architecture News Culture Opinion National MediaCheck Solutions Join Craving crack civic election coverage? Help fund it... Opinion Teachers and Gov't Need Relationship Counselling For the kids' sake, here's one option the quarrelling partners should consider. By Bill Tieleman, 3 Jun 2014, TheTyee.ca   Tweet BCTF president Jim Iker stands with teachers on May 26, day one of rotating strikes. Strike action continues this week. Photo by David P. Ball. Dear Parent of the Average Child A confession and apology from your daughter's busy teacher. Don't Forget Who's in Charge of BC's Teacher Troubles There's no way you can call her inexperienced. Are Teachers Clued in to What Their Union Demands? BC gov't negotiator claims they aren't. Tyee asks educators on strike today. Read more: Education, Labour + Industry, BC Politics, "Whenever you're in conflict with someone, there is one factor that can make the difference between damaging your relationship and deepening it. That factor is attitude." -- William James, American psychologist, 1842-1910 Any observer can tell that when it comes to the BC Liberal government and the B.C. Teachers' Federation, there is almost no relationship but plenty of attitude. And both sides have lots of reasons why they don't get along. But unlike a constantly quarrelling couple that should just split up and go their separate ways, the provincial government and the teachers' union can't get a divorce -- not now, not ever. The sour marriage desperately needs counselling, especially if we don't want the relationship to affect the kids, in this case B.C. students. Fortunately, there is a solution, one that has been around all along. Towards a 'mature' relationship The B.C. Labour Relations Board has an innovative and effective program for dysfunctional collective bargaining partners. "The Relationship Enhancement Program is intended for employers and unions who are experiencing difficulties in their ongoing relationship and who are interested in establishing and maintaining a more productive and positive relationship," reads the board's website. As a former employee representative at the board, as well as a senior staff person at the B.C. Federation of Labour, I've seen some very ugly, antagonistic union-management situations transform through this program into "mature bargaining relationships," where conflict is appropriately managed. That doesn't mean there will never be a strike or lockout, but it does mean that most often the union and employer will reach a new contract without a work stoppage, and that happens in about 97 per cent of all negotiations in Canada. One thing is clear: you can't enhance the relationship in the middle of a dispute. It has to happen with the heat off. Give peace a chance So here's one of many possible ways to end this strike/lockout and try to fix the relationship for next time. The government can start by agreeing to negotiate, not legislate. Teachers can't accept an imposed contract that ignores all their concerns, and neither party wants an arbitrated agreement: government for fear of the costs, the union for fear of possible outcomes. So they have to negotiate. Both sides agree to a short-term contract, not a six or 10-year deal, during which time they participate willingly in the Relationship Enhancement Program. They accept that there will be wage increases for teachers, and that for this short contract they will be within the broader public sector wage settlement parameters. They embrace the universal acceptance that kids with special needs deserve more help in the classroom, and funding this must be part of the immediate contract. Could this actually work? Yes. But as the Labour Relations Board clearly states: "The program will only succeed if both the employer and the union acknowledge that their relationship needs improvement. In addition, they both must be prepared to commit the time and resources required. It must be strongly emphasized that support for the program by the key personnel from both the employer and the union is essential." Given that each side has spent millions of dollars, teachers and support staff have lost countless hours of pay, students have missed class time, the government's reputation is further damaged, and we appear no closer to an agreement, I would say it's time to give peace -- and counselling -- a chance. Read more: Education, Labour + Industry, BC Politics, Bill Tieleman is a former NDP strategist whose clients include unions and businesses in the resource and public sector. Tieleman is a regular Tyee contributor who writes a column on B.C. politics every Tuesday in 24 Hours newspaper. E-mail him at weststar@telus.net or visit his blog.   Tweet What have we missed? What do you think? We want to know. Comment below. Keep in mind: Do: Verify facts, debunk rumours Add context and background Spot typos and logical fallacies Highlight reporting blind spots Ignore trolls Treat all with respect and curiosity Connect with each other Do not: Use sexist, classist, racist or homophobic language Libel or defame Bully or troll Troll patrol. Instead, flag suspect activity. Please enable JavaScript to view the comments powered by Disqus. comments powered by Disqus LNG a chance, not a windfall, says BC throne speech Postmedia could soon own almost every English newspaper in Canada. What could possibly go wrong? VIEW: Voting for your principles is 'strategic voting' Petition opposes BC's 'potential muzzling' of non-profits More troubles for BC's big LNG plans Tirade at Tyee by immigration minister's top aide analyzed tweet by tweet Government slow to respond to FOIs? No need to tell Bob Mackin Converting ferries to LNG will save money, reduce fares: CEO See more » Tyee Video Picks Submitted by Tyee staff, Today Last chance to see 'The Vancouver Asahi' baseball story at VIFF. Where do these videos come from? From you. Suggest one here! Most Popular Can 'Cuisine' Make a Better School Lunch? What I Saw with a German Tour of the Oilsands Don't Give Postmedia More Local Monopolies How Much Do You Trust Canada's Wireless Giants? First Nations 'Front and Centre Now': Pierre Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign For Kids, the Meal Is the Message Christy Clark's No Pro at LNG Poker Understanding Harper's Evangelical Mission BC Filmmaking Duo Passes the Acid Test Most Emailed Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign For Kids, the Meal Is the Message Understanding Harper's Evangelical Mission Who'd Be a School Trustee in 2014? Why New Euro-Canada Treaty Is a Gift to Oil Firms BC Filmmaking Duo Passes the Acid Test We Must Heed Naomi Klein's Call China Deal Trumps Province, First Nations on Energy Projects: Treaty Expert Fired Researcher Who Killed Self Was Evaluating Drug Backed by Clark Climate Warriors Must Forge Stronger Alliances, Now Reported Elsewhere Postmedia could soon own almost every English newspaper in Canada (via DeSmog) Petronas CEO warns of 15-year delay to BC LNG project (via G&M) BC government apologizes for firing worker who later killed himself (via the Victoria Times-Colonist) From Tibet to Taiwan, China's outer regions watch Hong Kong protests intently (via the New York Times) It's a shame Jean-Claude Duvalier died a free man, says ex-UN prosecutor (via CBC News) Vancouver's cabbies take aim at Uber (via The Province) Keurig's coffee supremacy challenged by Canadian firm (via Yahoo! News) North and South Korea 'agree to talks' (via BBC News) See more » Your BC: The Tyee's Photo Pool Join The Tyee's Flickr group » View previous selections » Most Commented What I Saw with a German Tour of the Oil Sands (132 comments) Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign (76 comments) 'The Environment Is the Economy': MP Weston (106 comments) Fired Researcher Who Killed Self Was Evaluating Drug Backed by Clark (57 comments) Climate Warriors Must Forge Stronger Alliances, Now (53 comments) ISIS Threat: Let's Refuse to be Scared (79 comments) We Must Heed Naomi Klein's Call (309 comments) Christy Clark's No Pro at LNG Poker (38 comments) Six Steps to Protect Canadians from Flaws in China Trade Deal (128 comments) How Labour Unions Make Us Healthier (31 comments) About The Tyee National Pool Contributors Advertise Contact Funding Jobs Master Classes Privacy Policy Submissions Support The Tyee News Culture Opinion National Mediacheck Solutions Video Publications Tyee News Weekly Archives The Hook Other BC Blogs Reported Elsewhere Steve Burgess Murray Dobbin Michael Geist Crawford Kilian Rafe Mair Andrew Nikiforuk Shannon Rupp Bill Tieleman Dorothy Woodend Follow The Tyee Subscribe by email Subscribe by RSS Tyee Mobile App Managed Hosting by Gossamer Threads × Share article via email Send this article to: Your email address: Your message: Would you like to receive The Tyee's headlines free by email? Yes, every day. Yes, once a week. I already subscribe. No, thanks. Submit Show form again » Close)
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(20141006,www.blogger.com,https://www.blogger.com/profile/04829972865642227027,Blogger: User Profile:  Troy Moore Troy Moore View Full Size On Blogger since October 2011 Profile views - 145 My blogs Don't Believe the Hype Moore on Education About me Gender Male Industry Education Occupation Librarian Location Quesnel, BC, Canada Introduction All views are my own and may offend. Help Help Center Help Forum Video Tutorials Community Blogger Buzz +Blogger Developers Blogger API Developer Forum Copyright © 1999 – 2014 Google Terms of Service Privacy Content Policy)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12660,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 1999 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 12, Number 1, September 1999 Health and Safety Persistence provides 2nd exit Five years ago, when I was moved into a portable while University Hill Elementary School was being rebuilt, I was appalled to find the second exit door bolted. Despite a small fire and air quality concerns, the VSB refused to unbolt the second exit door as they would then have to maintain the landing and stairs. However, I did get a fresh air intake fan and exhaust vent to improve the air quality (after CO2 buildup was recorded at 1,000 parts per million above recommended levels) but no second emergency exit. Three years later, after several teachers had recorded their concerns on health and safety minutes forms, the VESTA H&S Committee began a campaign to open the doors. It culminated last May in the presentation of a letter, which we solicited from J.S. Affleck, Assistant Chief, Fire Prevention Office, Vancouver. In part, it reads: “Our schools are learning environments for our young, not only are they taught academic and life skills, they also learn fire safety habits. Their schools should be leading examples for fire safety. The building code is only minimum standards, good common sense practice would see two exits for every classroom.” Our Committee II (Facilities) reps, Val Hamilton and Jacquie Hall, presented the assistant chief’s letter as well as letters of concern from teachers Doreen Chee (Cunningham) and Kathryn Swan (Henderson). We also had a recommendation from the District Health & Safety Committee (thanks to the solidarity of CUPE, VSTA, IUOE and Trades) to open the doors. From September 1998 to January 1999, second doors in portables were opened at 37 schools. Source: VESTA News, April 16, ’99. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Foster parents are ordinary people engaged in extraordinary acts of kindness. Join the team! http://t.co/6jUkcsOp6V" @Teresa_Wat - 04:31pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11864&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2000 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 13, Number 1, September 2000 Where to next in pensions? The choice is yours by Al Cornes On June 7, 2000, the B.C. Teachers’ Federation and the government reached a tentative agreement (agreement-in-committee) that will shift control of the pension plan from government to joint plan member/ government control. Under a joint trusteeship, plan members and government share equally in the authority and responsibility of the pension plan and the pension fund. Questions and answers What are the main advantages of this proposed arrangement if approved? Plan members will have an equal say with government in all major decisions relating to the management of the pension plan and the pension fund. Future surpluses will be shared by plan members and government. Currently the plan has a deficit, but it is hoped that a surplus will emerge within the next 18 to 24 months. The pension plan will be financially healthier as a result of the proposed new transitional financial arrangements. Inflation protection on pensions paid will be strengthened. Joint trusteeship protects the plan from unilateral actions by government. Plan members will have equal say with government regarding pension administration services, and these services will be improved under new service standards set by the board of trustees. Plan member appeals will be referred to a neutral third party under a three-step appeal process. What are the key disadvantages of the proposal? The key disadvantage is that unfunded liabilities accruing in the future become the shared responsibility of government and plan members rather than government’s sole responsibility: any future unfunded liabilities will result in equal contribution increases for both parties. The second key disadvantage is that employee contributions will be increased by 1% to strengthen inflation protection in the future. Where can one find more information on the proposed agreement? BCTF Issue Alert, Volume 12, No. 3 sent May 23, 2000, provides a general description of joint trusteeship and the pros and cons of such a scheme. BCTF Issue Alert, Volume 12, No. 6 sent June 13, 2000, provides details of the agreement reached, not including the specified benefit. The two issue alerts are available at the BCTF web site (http://www.bctf.ca/alert/archive/1999-2000/2000-05-23.html for No. 3 and the same address not including “archive” for No. 6). Teachers’ Pension Board has mailed to every pension-plan member a copy of a pension booklet entitled Joint Trusteeship of the Teachers’ Pension Plan. The booklet summarizes the tentative agreement reached and provides a question-and-answer section, with other information sources. Visit the pension board web site: http://pensions.gov.bc.ca/penreform/news.htm Access the pension board’s Joint Trusteeship Information Centre and Hotline: Fax: (250) 952-4138 E-mail: Pension.Board@gems8.gov.bc.ca Call: Victoria area (250) 952-4135, toll free in B.C. 1-877-928-4040 Watch for local bulletins telling you the time and place of regional information meetings. Wording on BCTF ballot Are you in favour of accepting the June 7, 2000, Agreement-in-Committee between the BCTF and the Government of British Columbia for the establishment of a Jointly Trusteed Pension Plan? Where and when will the vote of BCTF members take place? Voting will occur during the period from Monday, September 18 to Friday, October 13, 2000. Contact you local for details on exact time and place of the vote. Al Cornes is the BCTF’s assistant executive director and an alternate member of the Teachers’ Pension Board.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13066,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 1998 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 11, Number 1, September 1998 TOCs denied summer EI by Janet Amsden “I can’t believe I’ve been turned down for Employment Insurance (EI) benefits.” “I’m a single parent and I work as a teacher on call so that my children can have some basic mothering. But I have to support them during the summer!” “I voted for this contract because of the EI clause for TOCs!” Such were the complaints of the hundreds of teachers on call who were stunned to learn that they did not qualify to receive Employment Insurance benefits this summer. The B.C. Public School Employers’ Association had advised boards not to comply with the language in the Agreement in Committee about reporting hours worked. “BCPSEA’s refusal to honour the EI reporting requirement is troublesome,” said BCTF President Kit Krieger. “The action has hurt the most vulnerable and needy of their employees. It is a punitive measure that provides abolutely no gain for the employer.” He said that BCPSEA justifies its actions on the basis of a letter from a mid-level bureaucrat. “The requirement to report 9.1 hours is unambiguous, and there is no justification for reporting any other number,” Krieger said. He indicated at press time that a grievance will be initiated, and TOCs will be advised on avenues to appeal adverse decisions on their EI applications. The Agreement in Committee between the BCTF and the provincial government guaranteed that, for the purposes of EI, the employer would report 9.1 hours per day for TOCs—the same number of hours as would be reported for a day worked by a full-time teacher on a continuing contract. However, school boards reported only 7 hours per day for TOCs, and hundreds were denied benefits, some missing the qualification by as little as one insurable hour. Since the January 1997 revision of unemployment insurance regulations, Employment Insurance has used insurable hours rather than insurable weeks to determine eligibility for benefits. “The purpose of the changes to EI was to ensure that fewer people would qualify,” said Karen Harper, assistant director of BCTF’s Income Security Division. Under the Employment Insurance Act, teachers on call received an insurable week for each week in which they worked between 1.5 and 5 days. When the reporting was converted to seven hours per day, TOCs in B.C. were required to work five days per week to receive an insurable week. Boards in two other western provinces currently report more than 9.1 hours for TOCs. The BCTF took the issue to the bargaining table, and the Agreement in Committee reached on April 17, 1998, raised the reporting of daily hours from 7 to 9.1. Therefore many more of the province’s TOCs believed they would have a summer income. In June, when boards refused to honour the contract language and issue to TOCs Records of Employment that used the 9.1-hour figure, the BCTF advised TOCs to file their claims without the incorrect records. Employment Insurance denied the claims on the basis of insufficient hours, and shocked teachers experienced real financial distress. Wayne Turner, Kamloops Teachers’ Association president was closely involved with the plight of Kamloops TOCs this summer. Turner who also serves as member-at-large on the BCTF Executive Committee said, “This has been a real hardship for these beginning teachers who are underemployed through no fault of their own. Some of them are new graduates who are carrying heavy student loans. Others are working. We will support our most vulnerable members.” Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2014/06/can-we-afford-smaller-classes-absolutely.html,Staffroom Confidential: Can we afford smaller classes? Absolutely. Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Monday, June 2, 2014 Can we afford smaller classes? Absolutely. Education Minister Fassbender seems to have backed off his stance that class sizes don't matter. Not surprisingly, it was one of the first concerns raised at the annual general meeting of the BC Confederation of Parent Advisory Council's Q & A discussion: Education Minister Peter Fassbender spoke to conference delegates Friday morning and was later peppered with questions, starting with this one: “How does class size not matter?” Parents also wanted to know what his government is doing to help with complex classes, how it will protect schools threatened with permanent closure, whether the labour dispute will upset graduation activities and final exams and whether negotiations will continue throughout the summer. There were no surprises in his answers: Class size is important up to a point, but not as important as class composition and teacher quality, given limited tax dollars, he said. Government has provided additional dollars to help with class composition challenges but it’s an issue that needs more attention, after a contract is signed, he added.* So his back up answer? We can't afford it. And another old standby...class composition matters more. (I don't deal with teacher quality - another red herring, but read my thoughts on it here.) Class size and class composition are inextricably linked. When the portion of the student population with identified special needs is high, the only way to create educationally sound classes is by having smaller classes. So if, for example, what is reasonable for a typical classroom is three students with special needs (the guidelines that used to be in legislation with Bill 33), but there are 8 students with special needs in Grade 5 out of 50 students, the only way to configure classes is to have three smaller classes rather than two larger ones. I'm not sure what other solution Fassbender could be referring to for class composition, unless he means segregation. So can we afford smaller classes? British Columbians both can afford it and are willing to pay for it. The best evidence comes from an excellent report prepared last year by the Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives. They costed this specific question, and they asked British Columbians what they thought about it. The first thing they point out is how much tax revenue we would have for public services if only the tax cuts implemented by the BC Liberals never took place: If BC collected today the same amount in tax revenues as a share of the economy  (GDP) as we did in 2000, we would have $3.5 billion more in public funds this year  alone. Meaning, no deficit, and the ability to invest in enhanced or even new public  services. But they go on to look at class size and composition in particular, and what it would take to fund this with new, progressive income tax brackets for high income earners: Two new brackets at the top: 18%  on income $150,000–$200,000; and  21% on income over $200,000 (would generate) $700 million (which could pay for) 2,000 units of new social housing per year plus restore  K–12 class sizes, composition, and specialist teacher  staffing to levels that prevailed five years ago Or alternatively: Increase the current top (5th) bracket rate  to 17%, and add two new upper income  brackets: 20% on income $150,000–$200,000,  and 22% on income over $200,000  (would generate) $930 million (which could pay for) Welfare benefit increases, a major funding increase to  the Ministry of Children and Family Development, plus  restore K–12 class sizes, composition, and specialist  teacher staffing to levels that prevailed five years ago The CCPA backed up these policy proposals with polling to see what British Columbians think about increasing taxes on the wealthy and corporations, or even themselves, in order to spend on public services. Here is what they found: The overwhelming majority of British Columbians (90%) think there should be income tax increases for those at the top. As to where those higher taxes should kick in, a clear majority (57%) says at $100,000 per year of income. A majority (67%) also think major corporations are asked to pay less tax than they should. ... Of course it’s easy to say someone else should pay more taxes. That’s why it comes as a further surprise to discover the openness British Columbians show when it comes to potential tax increases for themselves. When initially asked a general question about their own level of taxation, most people feel they pay too much – no surprise given the cost of living challenges many wrestle with. But, when taxes are linked to concrete policies that can reduce inequality and improve our quality of life, the story changes. Respondents were asked if they would consider paying a slightly higher share of their own income to provincial income tax (for most people representing a few hundred dollars per year) in order to help bring about 11 different policy changes. The changes included things like providing more access to home and community based health care for seniors, increasing welfare benefit rates, creating a $10 per day child care program, protecting BC’s forests and endangered species, or reducing class sizes in K-12 education. The results are striking: 68% say they are willing to pay a higher share of their income in order to help bring about 4 or more of the 11 policies. And once again, this held true for majorities regardless of which political party people intended to vote for in the next provincial election.  - See more at: https://www.policyalternatives.ca/publications/commentary/british-columbians-are-ready-thoughtful-conversation-about-taxes#sthash.jQ51lTNa.dpuf Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 3:44 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 1 comment: René MarcelJune 3, 2014 at 8:11 PM And to move forward on these policy alternatives may require a regulatory change to compel citizens to vote, like a small tax deduction instead of a fine in the way so many other countries have chosen to increase voter turn-out. Apathy toward corrupted government can only be changed from the bottom up.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ▼  June (2) Ranking & Sorting - An Essential Service Can we afford smaller classes? Absolutely. ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/help.aspx?id=4270,BCTF > Content overview of website  	BCTF web site help  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Help BCTF Website Content Overview   Target audiences   Categories   BCTF member portal   Finding information  Overview The BCTF website has two major components -- a public website and a secure portal for members-only. The website is very rich in content. There are thousands of pages covering a wide variety of subjects under the broad areas of education, labour, and social justice. The documents and databases accessible from our pages are organized by subject category as much as possible, and cross-referenced on appropriate pages. All of the BCTF's regular publications are available online, including an extensive archive for research purposes. The site includes searchable databases and a multimedia centre for audio and video files. Target audiences To facilitate more direct access to information, the content on the public site is targeted to three audiences— teachers, parents, and the media. Our headings across the top of the page include categories of interest to all audiences. The secure BCTF member portal content is targeted to members and local officers. A secure login is required. Categories The public content is grouped under the following major categories: Aboriginal education  —  policy, enhancement agreements, employment equity, teaching resources About us —  governance, affiliation, member services, advisory committees, history, membership, locals, and provincial specialist associations (PSAs) Advocacy & Action —  lobbying, coalition building, campaigns Bargaining & Collective Agreements—  overview page linking to current bargaining information for the public. Bargaining information for members and local officers is in the member portal. Contact us — staff contacts, Executive Committee members, local presidents, PSA officers, contacts for specific information and services Email lists  —  list descriptions and instructions to join and leave BCTF and PSA lists Français —  for members with French as a first or working language (FFWL); includes publications and resources Health and Safety —  contacts, publications, workshops, Worksafe BC advocacy, advice to members Help   —  search and browsing features, A to Z index, content overview, member portal help guide Issues in Education — key issues relevant to public education in BC, including 21st century learning, class size and composition, testing, worklife, technology in education, inclusive education, school closures, teaching and educational leadership, Full-day Kindergarten Links  — comprehensive list of websites in the areas of education and labour; subject specific sites included on subject-related pages New Teachers — conference, grants, publications News & Events — BCTF calendar of events, PD calendar, newsroom, multimedia centre. The link to register online for BCTF sponsored events is in the member portal. Opportunities for members — awards, committee postings, PD postings, workshop facilitators' postings, staff vacancies, social justice grants and funds, teaching in BC Parents — home and school communication, supporting your child's learning, reading, special education, learning conditions, safety, hot topics, advocacy Professional Development — conferences and workshops, PD contacts, PSAs, Quality teaching/inquiry, teacher action research, peer support, APPLE PD bulletin Professional responsibility — BC Teachers' Council, ethical conduct, freedom of speech Publications — Teacher newsmagazine, newsletters and alerts, briefs and position papers, research reports, education facts Salary & Benefits — salary grids, Salary Indemnity Plan, Teacher Pension Plan, Health and Wellness Program (formerly Rehabilitation Program), financial assistance, RRSPs, leaves, travel insurance, voluntary life insurance Social Justice   —  action groups, grants & funds, issues (including poverty, antiracism, LGBTQ, peace and global education, environment and sustainability, status of women), programs, publications, conferences, workshops, calendar of events, publications, video resources Teachers teaching on call — policy & procedures, job search links, publications, employment insurance, workshops, seniority for all, tax information, health and safety Teaching resources — focus on BCTF and other Canadian resources for teachers, including lesson plans, global education resources, Aboriginal education resources, social justice resources, video resources for loan BCTF member portal (MyBCTF.ca) MyBCTF is a secure area on the BCTF website for BCTF members only. We refer to it as the BCTF member portal. In the last few years, many members have asked for a secure member-only portal, more use of electronic tools, opportunities for interaction and discussion in a non-public forum, and reduced paper use. MyBCTF is a major step forward in achieving those objectives. Members can login to the portal and register for BCTF events, change their membership profile information, access content targeted to members, and participate in online discussion forums. Finding information The site search box and the A to Z Index  on the public site are located on the top of every web page. The Quick Links drop down list connects you directly to popular topics. Our Help page links you to the additional tools you need to navigate easily through the site. The search feature in the member portal enables members to search for content in the portal only or search the entire BCTF website. About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bcpsea.bc.ca,http://www.bcpsea.bc.ca/learn-and-connect/online-learning/awareness-and-prevention-of-harassment-training.aspx,BC Professional Development Workshops, Harassment Training Online  Awareness and Prevention of Harassment Training Online BCPSEA is pleased to announce the launch of a new e-learning opportunity. Developed in conjunction with Open School BC, Awareness and Prevention of Harassment will provide participants with a better understanding of what harassment is, what actions and behaviours might be considered harassment, and what employees can do if they believe they’ve been harassed. This one-hour program, available only to BC public school employees, covers key harassment legislation and policy; it also includes sample scenarios, as well as a simulated harassment case in video format. Fun and effective online format The harassment awareness and prevention training offered by BCPSEA to assist districts in the administration of article E.2 of the Provincial Collective Agreement between the BC Teachers’ Federation and the BC Public School Employers’ Association was traditionally conducted by an instructor in a face-to-face format. This new, online program covers the same material in a contemporary, interactive way. Users will learn about harassment through informative online content, video clips, and interactive quizzes. Any time, any place — and the right price This online course allows employees to take the training when they want and where they want. All that’s needed is a modern computer with sound, an internet connection, a current web browser and Adobe Flash Player installed (free to download from Adobe). Not only is the program convenient, it’s far cheaper than the traditional workshop delivery model. No more need to hire expensive trainers to deliver the training and no more release time costs and travel expenses for the participants. The online Awareness and Prevention of Harassment saves time and money. Most people will be able to complete the course in about one hour. As well as being an efficient program for new staff, the online training is also an excellent refresher course for veteran staff who may have taken the mandatory training many years ago. It’s a great investment for everyone! Sounds great – how do we order? Awareness and Prevention of Harassment online can be accessed at http://www.openschool.bc.ca/info/hat/ The course can be ordered through your school district purchasing agent. Seats are purchased via the Open School BC secure online shopping cart, and can be purchased individually or in blocks: $30 per individual participant $27 if 10 or more participants are registered $25 if 50 or more participants are registered. Participants who successfully complete the course will receive a Certificate of Completion. They will be requested through the course to bring this Certificate in to the Human Resources Department in the sponsoring District to have a district official verify and retain a copy for the personnel file. Questions? Please contact Sue Ferguson, Senior Labour Relations Consultant, at 604 730 4502 or suef@bcpsea.bc.ca. Key Points Once you have completed the online course, you may wish to access the Key Points sheets to maintain currency. Keypoints 1: Be Prepared Keypoints 2: Signs of Harassment Keypoints 3: Create a Positive Work Environment Keypoints 4: If You Feel Harassed Keypoints 5: How Can I Prevent Harassment? (For supervisors and administrators) Keypoints 6: What Can I Do if a Staff Member Has Been Harassed? Keypoints 7: Harassment is a Form of Discrimination Keypoints 8: Understanding and Respecting Professional Boundaries Keypoints 9: Appropriate Humour in the Workplace Learn and Connect Overview Governance HR Learning Series Events Calendar Online Learning Awareness and Prevention of Harassment Training Online Media Facebook Twitter LinkedIn YouTube RSS Feeds Learn and Connect Teachers Support Staff Exempt Staff Publications Learn and Connect Resources About Us Home Members Login Contact Us Sitemap Contact BCPSEA Address: 400-1333 West Broadway, Vancouver BC V6H 4C1 T: 604.730.0739 F: 604.730.0787 EMAIL: contact.us@bcpsea.bc.ca © 2014 BC Public School Employers' Association. Cancellation and Refund Policy | Privacy Policy | Terms and Conditions Vancouver Web Design  by Graphically Speaking)
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(20141007,www.reddit.com,http://www.reddit.com/r/canada/comments/2f1xgr/no_school_tuesday_for_bc_students_veteran/,No school Tuesday for BC students. Veteran mediator walks out of BC Teachers strike talks. : canada jump to content my subreddits announcementsArtAskRedditaskscienceawwblogbookscreepydataisbeautifulDIYDocumentariesEarthPornexplainlikeimfiveFitnessfoodfunnyFuturologygadgetsgamingGetMotivatedgifshistoryIAmAInternetIsBeautifulJokesLifeProTipslistentothismildlyinterestingmoviesMusicnewsnosleepnottheonionOldSchoolCoolpersonalfinancephilosophyphotoshopbattlespicsscienceShowerthoughtsspacesportstelevisiontifutodayilearnedTwoXChromosomesUpliftingNewsvideosworldnewsWritingPromptsedit subscriptions front -all -random |  gifs -Art -IAmA -food -nottheonion -news -movies -mildlyinteresting -gadgets -tifu -Fitness -Documentaries -science -listentothis -Jokes -TwoXChromosomes -DIY -television -history -philosophy -aww -dataisbeautiful -books -GetMotivated -photoshopbattles -UpliftingNews -EarthPorn -worldnews -space -sports -InternetIsBeautiful -todayilearned -Showerthoughts -pics -funny -Music -Futurology -videos -WritingPrompts -explainlikeimfive -askscience -creepy -AskReddit -OldSchoolCool -gaming -nosleep -LifeProTips -personalfinancemore »  canada comments related other discussions (2) want to join? login or register in seconds| English limit my search to /r/canada use the following search parameters to narrow your results: subreddit:subreddit find submissions in "subreddit" author:username find submissions by "username" site:example.com find submissions from "example.com" url:text search for "text" in url selftext:text search for "text" in self post contents self:yes (or self:no) include (or exclude) self posts nsfw:yes (or nsfw:no) include (or exclude) results marked as NSFW e.g. subreddit:aww site:imgur.com dog see the search faq for details. advanced search: by author, subreddit... this post was submitted on 31 Aug 2014 17 points (74% upvoted) shortlink: remember mereset password login Submit a new link Submit a new text post canadasubscribeunsubscribe150,455 readers 481 users here now We decided on this description politely. Rules Detailed rules can be found here Do: Be excellent to each other! Follow reddiquette[4] Report content that is hateful, spam, or off-topic Message the moderators when you report something. It can be difficult to tell why something was flagged Don't: Be rude or hostile[2] Resort to insults based on race, gender, sexual orientation, or religious beliefs[2] Post users' personal information Editorialize submission titles[1] Make low content posts (including images of memes, scenery, or generic pictures, etc[6][7] Use link shorteners (i.e. bit.ly, tinyurl) Canadian subreddit network A complete listing can be found here Provinces Alberta British Columbia Manitoba New Brunswick Newfoundland and Labrador Northwest Territories Nova Scotia Nunavut Ontario Prince Edward Island Quebec Saskatchewan Yukon Cities Barrie, ON Brampton Burlington, ON Calgary Durham region, ON Edmonton Fredericton Guelph Halifax Hamilton Kelowna Kingston Kitchener Lethbridge London Mississauga Moncton, NB Montreal Niagara Ottawa Peterborough, ON Regina Saskatoon St. Johns, NL Sudbury Thunder Bay Toronto Vancouver Victoria, BC Waterloo Whistler, BC Windsor Winnipeg Professional Sports Hockey Calgary Flames Edmonton Oilers Montreal Canadiens Ottawa Senators Toronto Maple Leafs Vancouver Canucks Winnipeg Jets Team Canada Basketball Toronto Raptors Baseball Toronto Blue Jays Soccer Montreal Impact Toronto FC Vancouver Whitecaps Football CFL Post-secondary institutions See full listing at /r/CanadianPostSecondary/ Other Fundraising Canada Canada Politics Canadian Forces Canadia First Session of the 41st Parliament CBC Radio O Canada Immigration Canada Discussion Sister subreddits Australia Ireland New Zealand United Kingdom Links OpenParliament.ca - Keep tabs on Parliament Official Citizenship and Immigration Canada website Contact Join #reddit-canada on freenode IRC (freenode client) Join #canada on snoonet IRC (mibbit client) For instructions, assistance, questions or more info, please see this thread The moderators of r/Canada reserve the right to moderate posts and comments at their discretion, with regard to their perception of the suitability of said posts and comments for this subreddit. Thank you for your understanding. a community for 6 years message the moderators MODERATORS qgyh2 DrJulianBashir Lucky75Ontario Canada_ModeratorCanada CanadaCSS AutoModerator sweet_nightmaresQuébec 16 17 18 No school Tuesday for BC students. Veteran mediator walks out of BC Teachers strike talks. (globalnews.ca) submitted 1 month ago by fibrepirate 54 comments sharecancel loading... all 54 comments sorted by: best best top new hot controversial old random [–]dampduck 23 points24 points25 points 1 month ago (1 child) Christy’s kid goes to private school, with tiny class sizes and no disruptive special-needs kids in it, so of course she couldn’t give a fuck about resolving this. permalink [–]Pocahontas_SpacemanBritish Columbia 2 points3 points4 points 1 month ago (0 children) It's obviously far more than 'giving a fuck'. This is the provincial government trying to break the Teacher's Union by driving a wedge in their base of support. permalink parent [–]smthngclvrnsmrtCanada 8 points9 points10 points 1 month ago (41 children) Does anyone have close knowledge about this? What is the public's perception? Are their demands valid? How much bargaining power do they have? permalink [–]fibrepirate[S] 6 points7 points8 points 1 month ago (39 children) Um, let's see. I don't. Until recently more people supported the teachers than the government. The BCTF's demands are valid and they previously won two separate court cases over class size. Which they are trying to incorporate into the new agreement. Their bargaining power is pretty strong as other than private schools the union has every teacher in the province in it. permalink parent [–]smthngclvrnsmrtCanada -1 points0 points1 point 1 month ago (38 children) I'm shocked that the public is supporting the teachers. The people around me default at being against anything that could possibly cost them more taxes (which I can sympathize about a too high tax burden. We can't base every decision solely on cost though. Do you know how much the teachers are getting for strike pay? permalink parent [–]dampduck 13 points14 points15 points 1 month ago (18 children) which I can sympathize about a too high tax burden Say what? BC has the lowest personal tax rates in Canada. How the hell can that be “too high”?! permalink parent [–]smthngclvrnsmrtCanada -5 points-4 points-3 points 1 month ago (17 children) I don't live in B.C. In the province that I do live in (the lowest taxed one), I still feel the burden of making ends meet. I buy my food based on what is on sale, I drive a cheap car, I can't afford a home, and about half of my money goes to taxes. My point was that I understand that many Canadians feel burdened by the cost of living. I'm not trying to argue that our taxes should or shouldn't change right now. I was simply empathising with another viewpoint. permalink parent [–]dampduck 4 points5 points6 points 1 month ago (16 children) Are you sure you have the lowest personal tax rate? BC’s government claims “British Columbia has the lowest provincial personal income taxes in Canada for people earning up to $121,000.” (in addition to boasting that BC has the lowest corporate tax rates and an insane tax credit/rebate scheme.) permalink parent [–][deleted] 1 month ago (15 children) [deleted] [–]dampduck 4 points5 points6 points 1 month ago* (10 children) According to your source, Nunavut is the only place with a lower tax rate (and is not a province). I also see by your posting record that you are 19, four years short of attaining your degree, and also a public servant. Raised in Saskatchewan, but apparently living in Nunavut, but planning to get a Sasktel cell phone, but living in rural Alberta. Go away. permalink [–]smthngclvrnsmrtCanada -1 points0 points1 point 1 month ago (9 children) 19? permalink parent [–]dampduck 0 points1 point2 points 1 month ago (8 children) 19 permalink parent continue this thread [–][deleted] -1 points0 points1 point 1 month ago (3 children) Downvoting because your source contradicts you! permalink [–]smthngclvrnsmrtCanada -3 points-2 points-1 points 1 month ago (2 children) Deleted the post due to stupidity. permalink parent [–][deleted] 1 month ago (1 child) [deleted] continue this thread [–]MezorinBritish Columbia 8 points9 points10 points 1 month ago (0 children) Its not so much that the public is supporting the teachers (at least in my grape vines its more of a "pox on both of their houses"), its that the provincial government just won an election and the average BC voter's attention span is that of a gold fish. We are at least 4 years off until the next provincial election, and its a very long time before any negative publicity will actually effect the BC Liberals chances at the next election. Meanwhile, teachers are extending lines of credit just to make rent and not be homeless, and are fast running out of cash. Political calculus here is that the govt. can last far longer than the teachers, so the teachers will likely cave first. permalink parent [–][deleted] 6 points7 points8 points 1 month ago (0 children) There is no strike pay. So, zero. permalink parent [–]Worstdriver 2 points3 points4 points 1 month ago (0 children) As far as I know. No strike pay. The union ran out of funds to pay that back in June. I could be wrong about that though. permalink parent [–]Fifteen-Two 2 points3 points4 points 1 month ago (0 children) None of the teacher are getting strike pay. They have spent almost all the union money on the aforementioned court challenges. permalink parent [–][deleted] 1 month ago (2 children) [deleted] [–]AnimalNation 2 points3 points4 points 1 month ago (0 children) Seems more like you don't know how to read. permalink [–]smthngclvrnsmrtCanada -3 points-2 points-1 points 1 month ago (0 children) I lied about where I live? How'd you know I was a schmuck? permalink [–]redheadfever 1 point2 points3 points 1 month ago (0 children) zero dollars. Imagine what that's like for single income families. permalink parent [–][deleted] -3 points-2 points-1 points 1 month ago (10 children) Why? Teachers are shit on by the government all the time. They get paid peanuts and are given more and more work. permalink parent [–]iamjaygee 8 points9 points10 points 1 month ago* (7 children) what do you mean paid peanuts? average teacher wage in BC is $72000 for 200 days of work.... provincial average is $47000 for 250 days of work. i wont even go into the pension and benefit difference... the starting wage for teachers is higher than the national average. they want 13% over 3 years? WITH an increase in benefits. get the fuck outa here... that would put the average teacher wage at almost double the provincial average. it took 15 years for the average wage in canada to increase by that much. nothing wrong with them getting raises... but it isnt even reasonable permalink parent [–][deleted] -1 points0 points1 point 1 month ago (6 children) they want 13% over 3 years? Um, no they don't? permalink parent [–]iamjaygee 2 points3 points4 points 1 month ago (5 children) oh look at that... youre right they dropped it from 13.5% over 3 years and offered 8% over 5 years but with a $5000 bonus and more prep time(paid prep time) and $3000 a year for massages, 100% maternity leave, and 2 funds for class sizes. theyre asking for the same money in a different way. permalink parent [–][deleted] 1 point2 points3 points 1 month ago (4 children) Get back to us when you've read enough to show that it's not about salary. If you don't know about court cases and E80 and E81, you're not well informed enough to argue. permalink parent [–]iamjaygee -1 points0 points1 point 1 month ago* (0 children) uhh, what i just listed is what the teachers have on the table right now... i know all about e81 and why it was dropped... so what? Get back to us when you've read enough to show that it's not about salary. it is absolutely about money... how the fuck can you say that, theyre looking for a big payday look at what they've been asking for for the last year. theyre asking for things 99% of canadians dont get... while already being far above the national average in every way from wages, to raises, to benefits. getting a government job is like winning the lottery theyre not striking for money, it's about smaller classroom sizes.... that billion extra dollars they want is purely accidental permalink parent [–]AnimalNation 0 points1 point2 points 1 month ago (2 children) It's never about salary, at least what's what they tell the public, but as soon as the government offers to meet most of their salary/benefit demands in exchange for dropping or reducing their demands on things like class size they'll be all over that deal. This happens in every single province every single time there's a strike. It's not that he isn't well informed, it's that you're buying into their PR campaign. permalink parent [–]Beatunderthebush 1 point2 points3 points 1 month ago (0 children) Likewise, if they met the class size demands and not the wage, they wouldn't agree. permalink parent [–][deleted] 0 points1 point2 points 1 month ago* (0 children) Class composition and size are included as benefits. They're not going to meet that because that's the major sticking point. permalink parent [–]smthngclvrnsmrtCanada 0 points1 point2 points 1 month ago (1 child) As I already explained, the general public is anti-benefit increase for public servants. And secondly, I wouldn't consider their pay "shit". Maybe it is not reflective of their value though. Pay range for a B.C. teacher in Abbotsford is 42000-82000. They may want to move to Alberta where it is 58000-99000. I have no opinion on whether they should have a raise because I'm not well enough acquainted with their work environment. permalink parent [–][deleted] 4 points5 points6 points 1 month ago (0 children) Did you know that the government includes educational assistants as a 'benefit'? So that whole class size and composition thing that the courts have twice ruled as being unconstitutional on the govt's part, they include that in the 'benefits' as it is not direct pay. permalink parent [–]thencaapawardgoesto 1 point2 points3 points 1 month ago (0 children) I kind of think they're both being stubborn ornery bastards, tbh. permalink parent [–]Worstdriver 6 points7 points8 points 1 month ago (0 children) Statement from the BCTF: BARGAINING UPDATE As of 5:30 p.m. this afternoon, talks have broken off. Following yesterday’s meetings with Ready, our team met again this morning to discuss changes to our proposals for Ready to bring to BCPSEA. After the lunch break, Ready met with our team. Jim walked Ready through the changes we were making our items on the table. Despite dropping over a 125 million dollars off our proposals, including dropping some proposals in their entirety, the employer would not move one inch—other than taking its E81 proposal off the table. E81 was the proposal that said that if either party didn't like the outcome of the court decision, notice could be served to unilaterally terminate the collective agreement. Even with E81 off the table, E80 is still there and still as much of a problem. Ready made it clear that there are fundamental barriers to getting a deal, or any sort of framework. One is the mandate. The other is government’s insistence on trying to “negotiate out of the court case,” to use Ready’s description of government’s position. (emphasis mine) Despite the Minister’s persistent public refrain of “Let the courts decide,” the reality is that they want something in this agreement that will negate any future court decision, despite taking E81 off the table. Government is not willing to simply accept whatever the court decides. They want a court case escape clause by having E80 over-ride any court win. Government has not countered on our proposals in any way other than TTOC issues. All that has been indicated is that there is a little bit more money for the LIF, and that there’s some wiggle-room money to deal with some of our other issues. But the negation of the court case is the prerequisite. Ready has just commented to media to indicate that the parties are apart. We are holding off on making a public message for now as we get ourselves prepared. Our team is willing, ready and able to be at the table through this week. Mr. Ready and Jim will remain in contact. The Federation remains committed to a deal before September 2. permalink [–][deleted] 1 month ago (5 children) [deleted] [–]GrammerPants 7 points8 points9 points 1 month ago (4 children) We are all over worked. Teachers are hardly underpaid. permalink [–]LittleMonkeyFella 2 points3 points4 points 1 month ago (2 children) But not all of us get the entire summer off. permalink parent [–]pigeoneyes 0 points1 point2 points 1 month ago (0 children) My mom teaches summer school and university courses in the summer to get by. Many other teachers also take on seasonal/part-time summer jobs. It's not a two month vacation, it's a two month break from having a steady job and a regular pay cheque. Would you agree to losing two months' worth of your salary just so you could get two months off work? permalink parent [–]crapacitor 0 points1 point2 points 1 month ago (0 children) They don't get paid for spending the summer "off" preparing the next school year's courses. permalink parent [–]crapacitor 0 points1 point2 points 1 month ago (0 children) Teachers prepare kids for the future. Those kids will pay for our health system and pensions and invent shit to keep us alive. They may have all those holidays, but the reality is they don't get paid for all the prep work, time used for grading, time spent researching, etc. Also, they don't get paid during the summer months, so their salary really is only for 10 months/year. Oh and if you think taking care of 25+ kids is easy, you're not human. permalink parent [–]DrVentureWasRightCanada -2 points-1 points0 points 1 month ago (2 children) That's really the wrong move on the union's part. The government wants a strike. It's a great PR move for them. All people see are their children at home, playing video games. Then the union loses public support and the government gets carte blanche to do whatever it wants. The teachers are already locked out, so what they should do is no grading. At all. Every student gets an 'Incomplete' unless the government gives in. Teachers get paid in the meantime, and kids are in class. Alternatively, teachers could cancel classes on an ad-hoc basis to do grading and prep. Timmy grade 9 math class is cancelled for the next two weeks so Mr. Mathers can grade all the grade 12 midterms he's got. permalink [–][deleted] 1 month ago* (1 child) [deleted] [–]DrVentureWasRightCanada 2 points3 points4 points 1 month ago (0 children) They're already locked out. There's not much more locked out they can get without closing school. permalink [+][deleted] 1 month ago* (4 children) [deleted] [–]ImGoingToMakeYouMad 2 points3 points4 points 1 month ago (3 children) I agree, two separate cheques. One to teach... and one for all the extra time they spend outside of that grading, planning lessons, and dealing with extracurricular stuff. You ignorant twat. permalink [+]i_luv_noiz comment score below threshold-7 points-6 points-5 points 1 month ago (2 children) Which, considering their two month paid vacation, averages out to about the same as any other worker. permalink parent [–]Zangbeto 5 points6 points7 points 1 month ago (1 child) They aren't paid in the summer, dumbass. permalink parent [–]i_luv_noiz -1 points0 points1 point 1 month ago (0 children) They're paid a salary for the year, which is better than average for a full year's work elsewhere. Hence why I said "averages out". They could then spend those two months at another job, making even more money if they wanted to. permalink parent about blog about team source code advertise jobs help wiki FAQ reddiquette rules contact us tools mobile firefox extension chrome extension buttons widget <3 reddit gold store redditgifts reddit AMA app reddit.tv radio reddit Use of this site constitutes acceptance of our User Agreement and Privacy Policy. © 2014 reddit inc. All rights reserved. REDDIT and the ALIEN Logo are registered trademarks of reddit inc. close this window you'll need to login or register to do that create a new account all it takes is a username and password privacy philosophy we limit data collected about you and your use of the platform, your personal information is never for sale, we use and disclose information to prevent people from abusing the platform, but we never disclose it for any other reason unless required by law. for more information, see our privacy policy. username:try anotheravailable! account recovery email:  (optional)we only send email at your request password: verify password: remember me create account is it really that easy? only one way to find out... login already have an account and just want to login? username: password: remember me recover password login close this window interface language English [en]العربية [ar]Беларуская мова [be]български език [bg]Bosanski [bs]català [ca]česky [cs]dansk [da]Deutsch [de]Ελληνικά [el]English (Australia) [en-au]English (Canadian) [en-ca]English (Great Britain) [en-gb]English [en-us]Esperanto [eo]español [es]español [es-ar]eesti keel [et]Euskara [eu]فارسی [fa]suomi [fi]français [fr]Gàidhlig [gd]עברית [he]मानक हिन्दी [hi]hrvatski [hr]Magyar [hu]Հայերեն լեզու [hy]Bahasa Indonesia [id]íslenska [is] (*)italiano (Italy) [it]日本語 [ja]ಕನ್ನಡ [kn_IN]한국어 [ko]Latin [la]1337 [leet]LOL [lol]lietuvių kalba [lt]latviešu valoda [lv]Nederlands [nl]Nynorsk [nn]Norsk [no]Arrrrrrrr! [pir]polski [pl]português [pt] (*)português [pt-pt]português brasileiro [pt_BR]română [ro]русский [ru]slovenčina [sk]slovenščina [sl]српски језик [sr]Srpski [sr-la]Svenska [sv]தமிழ் [ta]ภาษาไทย [th]Türkçe [tr]українська мова [uk]Tiếng Việt [vi]中文 [zh] (*) incomplete volunteer to translate π Rendered by PID 29329 on app-161 at 2014-10-07 19:37:04.607430+00:00 running 143b6e5 country code: US.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/ResearchReports.aspx?id=5622&printPage=true,BCTF > 99EI02, How does working part-time influence secondary students' achievement and impact on their overall well-being?  	BCTF Research Reports  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Research Reports  PDF version BCTF Research Report Section XII 99-EI-02 How does working part-time influence secondary students’ achievement and impact on their overall well-being? by Charlie Naylor May, 1999 Summary The prevalence of secondary school students working part-time is linked to economic cycles: when there is an economic upturn, more students work; when economies are depressed, fewer work. Most students who work do so in low-paying service, clerical, or sales jobs, with some evidence that proportionately more students from middle-class families work than students from either poor or wealthy families. There appears to be a general view that there is a connection between working more than 15 to 20 hours per week and reduced school success in terms of academic achievement, as well as an increased risk of dropping out of school. However, it is not clear whether increased work causes the problems, or whether academic failure leads more students who are failing to increase their work hours. Literature Review A range of literature has been reviewed and some details from this literature are shared below. The prevalence of work It is not clear what proportion of students work, but in a (U.S.) study of 21,000 senior high school students, 75% were working part-time for an average of 16.4 hours a week (Gordon, 1985). The study found that working was related to a need for immediate income and to a lack of interest in school. In Canada, 40% of teenagers aged 15 to 19 had jobs in 1993, but these data include full-time summer jobs (Canadian Social Trends, Winter, 1994). B.C. teenagers are more likely to be employed than teenagers in Ontario, Quebec, or the Atlantic provinces, with 44% employed in B.C. Slightly higher teenage-employment rates than B.C.’s were reported in Manitoba, Saskatchewan, and Alberta. When only part-time work is considered, 72% of those employed worked part-time. 33% of full-time Canadian students aged 15 to 19 worked during the school year. The Statistics Canada (StatsCan) data reported in Canadian Social Trends appear low in comparison to other data, but one possible explanation may be the differentiation between full- and part-time students, a difference not always clarified in some reports. Bernier (1995), using Canadian Labour Force data, found that 40% of Canadian full-time students participated in the labour force, compared to 77% of part-time students. There may be considerable differences across socio-economic groups, though there is little firm data to support this: Lawton (1992) states that middle-class students are more likely to work than either lower- or upper-class students. Lawton also indicates that about two-thirds of students in senior grades hold part-time jobs, findings closer to Gordon’s study than to the data supplied by StatsCan. The effect of working part-time on students’ academic achievement Most research shows that there is a detrimental effect on achievement if secondary students work for over 15 hours a week (Stern, 1997). Such students have lower grades, do less homework, are more likely to drop out, and are less likely to enter post-secondary education. Those students who work fewer hours suffer fewer negative consequences. These finding are supported by a Toronto study (Cheng, 1995), and are similar to StatsCan data (Canadian Social Trends, 1994), which show that students who worked fewer than 20 hours a week had much lower dropout rates than those who worked for more than 20 hours a week. There were startling differences between males who worked fewer than 20 hours (16% dropout rate), and those who worked longer than 20 hours (33% dropout rate), although the highest female dropout rates (22%) occurred among females who did not work at all while at school. There is one important caveat to the link between part-time work and marks: there is mixed evidence as to whether marks decline because students work more, or whether students whose marks are declining choose to work more. However, Singh (1998) in a study which factored in socio-economic status and previous achievement, stated that the more hours worked, the greater the negative effects on student achievement. The consequences for younger students working longer hours could be more severe than for older students (Barone, 1993). Many students who work find some problems balancing school and work demands (Worley, 1995). Many who work part-time have limited participation in extra-curricular activities (Hope, 1990). The effect of working part-time on students’ overall well-being Stern (1997) and Cheng (1995) both state that students derive benefits from working, as long as the hours are below 15 per week. Stern identifies a benefit to future earning potential and a more positive attitude to work formed while working or during work experience at school. These findings are also supported by Canadian data. However, Lawton (1992) argues that those who support this argument also tend to support a vocational rather than a liberal view of education. Greenberger and Steinberg (1986), in an analysis of psycho-social aspects of working high-school students, concluded that "it may make them academically rich but psychologically poor." They also argued that instead of instilling good work habits, many students who worked part-time learned how to cheat, steal, and deal with boring work. Mortimer (1993) found no evidence to support the claim that working long hours fostered smoking or increased school behaviour problems, but there was evidence of increased alcohol consumption. Other studies, however, have found increased drug and alcohol use, and higher rates of delinquency associated with higher number of hours worked by students. A 1991 Oregon Task Force found the numbers of 16- and 17-year-olds who were working to have increased in recent years. Jobs were often low-paying, unfulfilling, and offered little in the way of educational value or preparation for adult work. Canadian data suggest that trends in teenage employment are linked to economic cycles, with numbers rising and falling with buoyant or depressed economies. Most Canadian students (69%) work in service, clerical, or sales industries, with more females (84%) than males (57%) in these industries. Four times the number of males (16%) compared to females (4%) were employed in construction. Research also indicates that too many hours of work for teenagers increases fatigue and may cause lower academic performance. Carskadon (1999) describes changing sleep patterns during adolescence and discusses the influence of employment on sleep patterns. She found that students working 20 or more hours reported later bedtimes, shorter sleep times, more frequent episodes of falling asleep in school, and more late arrivals in school. An article in the American Federation of Teachers’ publication, American Teacher (February 1999), cited a report produced by the (U.S.) National Research Council (NRC) and the Institute of Medicine (IOM) which provided evidence of what it claims is an underestimate of 70 documented deaths of children and adolescents as a result of injuries at work, and 100,000 young people seeking treatment in hospital emergency wards as a result of work-related injuries. Based on these data, a committee established by the NRC/IOM is calling for Congress to authorize limits to the number of hours worked per day by teenagers, and to regulate teenagers’ work start-and finish-times on school nights. References Barone, F.J. (1993). "The Effects of Part-time Employment on Academic Performance." NASSP Bulletin, 76, 549. Bernier, S. (1995). "Youth Combining School and Work." Education Quarterly Review, 2, 4. Canadian Social Trends, Winter (1994). "Working Teens." Carskadon, M.A. (1999). "When Worlds Collide: Adolescent Need for Sleep Versus Societal Demands." Phi Delta Kappan, 80, 5. January. Cheng, M. (1995). "Issues Related to Student Part-time Work: What Did Research Find in the Toronto Situation and Other Contexts?" Toronto Board of Education Research Department. Gordon, R. (1985). "Part-time Work Experience of High School Seniors." Education and Employment Research for the Practitioner, Research Brief No. 4. ED 262254. Greenberger, E., Steinberg (1986). When Teenagers Work. New York: Basic Books. Hope, W. (1990). "Secondary School Students and Part-time Jobs." Paper prepared for the Park Street Collegiate Institute and the Simcoe County Board of Education. Lawton, S.B. (1992). "Part-Time Work and the High-School Student: Costs, Benefits, and Future. A Review of the Literature and Research Needs." Ontario Institute for Studies in Education. Mortimer, J.T. et al (1993). "The Effects of Work Intensity on Adolescent Mental Health, Achievement, and Behavioural Adjustment: New Evidence from a Prospective Study," AERA paper, New Orleans. Oregon State Bureau of Labor and Industry, Portland (1991). "A Report of the Child Labor Task Force." Singh, K. (1998). "Part-Time Employment in High School and its Effect on Academic Achievement." Journal of Educational Research, 91, 3. Stern, D. (1997). "Learning and Earning: The Value of Working for Urban Students." ERIC Digest #128 Worley, L.P. (1995). "Working Adolescents: Implications for Counselors." School Counselor, 42, 3. Copyright© British Columbia Teachers’ Federation, 1999. All rights reserved.)
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(20141008,thetyee.ca,http://thetyee.ca/Presents/2014/09/16/Will-Innovation-Save-Us/index.html,CONTEST: Win a Pair of Tickets to 'Will Innovation Save Us?' | The Tyee About Advertise Follow Support RSS Topic Aboriginal Affairs BC Election 2013 BC Politics Education Energy Environment Federal Politics Film Food Gender + Sexuality Health Housing Labour + Industry Local Economy Media Municipal Politics Music Photo Essays Podcasts Politics Rights + Justice Science + Tech Transportation Travel Urban Planning + Architecture News Culture Opinion National MediaCheck Solutions Join Craving crack civic election coverage? Help fund it...   Tweet Win one of ten pairs of tickets to 'Will Innovation Save Us?' Each year, SFU Public Square hosts a week-long Community Summit to investigate and co-create practical solutions to pressing issues in B.C. and Canada. Last year's summit featured an evening of dialogue with leading economist and thinker on income inequality, Robert Reich. This year's featured public discussion -- happening at the Queen Elizabeth Theatre on Wednesday, Oct. 22 -- features a trio you won't want to miss. (If you enter our contest before midnight on Monday, Sept. 29th, you might be one of ten lucky Tyee readers heading there with a guest for free.) Richard Florida: professor, urbanist, and international best-selling author of Rise of The Creative Class and other titles. Ray Kurzweil: author, inventor, futurist, and director of Engineering for Google. Amanda Lang: CBC's well-known former co-host of the Lang & Leary exchange will moderate a discussion between the two speakers on the question 'Will innovation save us?' Enter to win tickets in the form below, then read on to learn more about the week of events awaiting you at SFU Public Square's 2014 Community Summit. Enter Now Fill out my online form. Innovation: The Shock of the Possible The SFU Public Square 2014 Community Summit is titled Innovation: The Shock of the Possible. Four central themes -- Economy, Environment, Education and Health -- will be explored through the lens of innovation. The goal of the summit is to raise awareness, generate discussion and explore the opportunities and challenges presented by innovation. Young Innovators Crawl: Showcasing YVR's innovators 30 & under Date & time: Sunday Oct. 19, 12-6 p.m. (plus 19+ after-party 7–11 p.m.) Locations: Various locations, to be announced Vancouver is home to many talented young people who are passionately innovative. On Oct. 19, join SFU Public Square on a lively and interactive journey, as we travel together through the creative hubs of the city exploring studios, workshops, installations, dialogues and exhibits. Hosted in partnership with the City of Vancouver, the Vancouver Economic Commission, Vancouver Public Library, and RADIUS, the Crawl will culminate in a celebratory after party. Cost: Free, but spaces limited Website & registration: http://www.sfu.ca/publicsquare/community-summit/2014-summit/young-innovators-crawl.html RISE: An ideas competition addressing sea level rise in Metro Vancouver Recent reports predict the ocean that surrounds our Metro Vancouver communities will rise by one metre by 2100, putting housing, transportation and ecosystems at major risk while causing significant economic losses. The RISE open ideas competition -- launched September -- provides a platform for people in Metro Vancouver communities to develop innovative ideas to ensure we adapt and thrive -- faster than the waters that surround us. The Grand Prize is $35,000, with four category prizes of $10,000 each, including a crowd-favourite cash prize, deciding by online voting. Teams can register now for free, and submit their ideas by Oct. 6. Up to 100 teams will get to pitch their ideas live to the public and an esteemed jury on Oct. 19. Winners will be announced Oct. 22 at the Queen Elizabeth Theatre event. Cost: Free Website & registration: http://www.sfu.ca/rise Will Innovation Save Us? Date & time: Wednesday, Oct. 22, 7–9 p.m. Location: Queen Elizabeth Theatre SFU Public Square, in partnership with Vancity and Vancouver Foundation, is proud to present this evening of thought-provoking and provocative discussion featuring Ray Kurzweil (author, inventor, futurist and Google's Director of Engineering), Richard Florida (professor, urbanist, best-selling author of Rise of the Creative Class), moderated by CBC's Amanda Lang. The world is changing, and the rate of change is accelerating faster than ever before. How will communities and people survive and prosper in uncertain times ahead? An authentic curiosity and open discussion about innovation encourages us to keep our eyes wide open and imagine the future. What kind of life do we want for our children? How will we address the world's great social, economic and environmental challenges? What kind of creative people do we need to meet these challenges? How can new technologies such as artificial intelligence enrich and expand human capabilities? Will we merge human biology with technology? Should we? Talking about innovation raises important questions to which we must find answers. Before it's too late. Prompting the ultimate question: Will innovation save us? The evening will include presentations by each of the speakers, followed by a moderated thought-provoking and authentic debate on the issues at play, and audience participation. Cost: $19 Website & ticket sales: http://www.sfu.ca/publicsquare/community-summit/2014-summit/will-innovation-save-us.html Business Innovation in the Local Economy Date & time: Thursday, Oct. 23, 8 a.m. – noon Location: Downtown Vancouver, TBC Vancity, in partnership with SFU Public Square, presents a morning event dedicated to building Business Innovation in the Local Economy where Vancity asks -- and businesses prove -- that values-based business is viable. Join us for thought-provoking insights from Michael Shuman (author and cofounder & research director, BALLE) on the Power of the Local Economy; get practical tips through peer-to-peer presentations on Growing your Business by taking a values-based approach; and roll-up your sleeves at interactive how-to sessions that promise no trade-offs when you Build your Bottom Line while Building your Community and the Local Economy. Cost: Free Website & registration: http://www.sfu.ca/publicsquare/community-summit/2014-summit/innovations-economy.html Breaking the Mould: Innovations in Undergraduate Learning Date & time: Wednesday, Oct. 22, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. Location: SFU Burnaby This dynamic, one-day conference, presented in partnership with the SFU Faculty of Education, will bring together leading academics, policy-makers, and innovative educators. This conference will explore the theme of innovation in student-oriented learning. Innovations in pedagogy, technology, and programming will all be explored. Collaborative peer learning, workshops facilitated by leading scholars, inspirational case studies, and a festival of new ideas in undergraduate learning, Breaking the Mould will open the window to a world of new and exciting ideas in undergraduate learning.Breaking the Mould features an impressive line up of today's education innovators and includes a keynote presentation delivered by Dr. Robert Page, provost of Arizona State University. Cost: Free Website & registration: http://www.sfu.ca/publicsquare/community-summit/2014-summit/breaking-the-mould.html Zero Waste: Innovation to Drive the Circular Economy Date: Monday, Oct. 20, 2014 Location: Room 1200, SFU's Segal Building, 500 Granville Street, Vancouver Waste management presents increasingly significant challenges to Metro Vancouver and much of the world. SFU has responded to the challenges by developing some successful models for waste management. Now we have begun to explore systems for going beyond diversion that tackle sources of waste before they need to be managed. In doing so we're ready to drive closed loop systems that support the Circular Economy. Join us at this SFU Public Square Event where experts will lead a dialogue on how to foster a climate for zero waste innovation in Metro Vancouver. Cost: Free Website & registration: http://www.sfu.ca/publicsquare/community-summit/2014-summit/zero-waste.html Open Textbooks: New Models in Textbook Production Date & time: Thursday, Oct. 23, 1-2 p.m. Location: Room 1600, SFU's Vancouver Harbour Centre Campus Open textbooks are innovating and disrupting the traditional model of textbook publication. In celebrating Open Access Week, SFU Library is delighted to bring together a range of perspectives on open textbooks. Students spend roughly $1,000 per year on textbooks, and are increasingly advocating for freely available textbooks. In this province, BCcampus has been overseeing the Open Textbook Project, which involves creating 40 open textbooks in a variety of disciplines, and many faculty members have started to adopt or adapt open textbooks for their courses. Join us for an interactive session featuring three speakers actively engaged in the production, adoption, and use of open textbooks. Bring your questions and comments to this open discussion. Panelists are Mary Burgess, director of Open Education at BCcampus; Dr. Rajiv Jhangiani, psychology professor at Kwantlen Polytechnic University; and Chardaye Bueckert, president of the Simon Fraser Student Society. Gwen Bird, dean of SFU Libraries, will provide opening words and Lisa O'Neill from the TLC will moderate this event. Cost: Free Website & registration: http://www.sfu.ca/publicsquare/community-summit/2014-summit/open-textbooks.html In this Tyee Presents series What is the 2014 SFU Community Summit all about? Innovation: The Shock of the Possible, runs from Oct. 19 - 24, featuring a diverse range of activities and events in Vancouver, Burnaby and Surrey. The goal of the summit is to raise awareness, generate discussion, and explore the opportunities and challenges presented by innovation. In addition to the evening dialogue highlighted above, the summit includes an ideas competition addressing sea level rise, a young innovators crawl, a national forum on innovations in undergraduate learning and more. The Tyee is pleased to be a media sponsor for SFU Public Square’s 2014 Community Summit #SFUPS Tweets This contest is part of a Tyee Presents initiative. Tyee Presents is the special section within The Tyee where we highlight contests, events, and other initiatives that are either put on by The Tyee or by our select partners. We choose our partners carefully and consciously, to fit with The Tyee’s reputation as BC’s Home for News, Culture and Solutions. Learn more about Tyee Presents here. About The Tyee National Pool Contributors Advertise Contact Funding Jobs Master Classes Privacy Policy Submissions Support The Tyee News Culture Opinion National Mediacheck Solutions Video Publications Tyee News Weekly Archives The Hook Other BC Blogs Reported Elsewhere Steve Burgess Murray Dobbin Michael Geist Crawford Kilian Rafe Mair Andrew Nikiforuk Shannon Rupp Bill Tieleman Dorothy Woodend Follow The Tyee Subscribe by email Subscribe by RSS Tyee Mobile App Managed Hosting by Gossamer Threads × Share article via email Send this article to: Your email address: Your message: Would you like to receive The Tyee's headlines free by email? Yes, every day. Yes, once a week. I already subscribe. No, thanks. Submit Show form again » Close)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=14100,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov/Dec. 1996 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 9, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 1996 Drawing--A Second Language for Post-Naives by Bob Steele The Drawing Network is committed to studying the way children draw to articulate their perceptions, thoughts, and feelings: in other words, the use of drawing as language. Our purpose is to promote meaningful daily drawing throughout the curriculum. Literacy is the primary goal of language education, but it requires learning difficult codes for speaking, printing, and writing. Because it is coded, literacy carries with it a language gap at the critical period in the child's development. Drawing is without code, and children use it spontaneously in their early years. Drawing will not flourish, however, without careful nurturing at home and at school. Do children need an auxiliary language? Their drawings tell us that they have subtle and complex thoughts and feelings that they are unable to express in words alone. We also know that drawing helps children achieve literacy. Combining words and drawings as a new language will be an important educational reform. Drawing is more or less spontaneous until the age of self-consciousness, when the 'I can't draw' syndrome becomes apparent. This loss of language potential suggested The Intermediate Drawing Project, which has a double purpose: (1) to help classroom teachers overcome the "I can't draw syndrome" in their students and (2) to explore the possibilities of drawing as an auxiliary language in four areas of the curriculum: social studies, science, language arts, and art. Our study uses line drawing exclusively. Line fulfills the language values we expect from drawing while requiring little time and few materials. Only in art programs do we suggest that children develop drawings with tone, texture, and colour. Five illustrated pamphlets (68 pages in total) have been prepared for teachers wishing to take part in the study: (1) one explaining the project in detail, (2) a drawing method for intermediate and early secondary students, (3) using drawings as language in social studies and science, (4) using drawing as language in language arts, (5) using drawing as language in art programs. The Drawing Network depends on donations to cover costs of printing and mailing, so we hope you will donate at least $10. (Please make cheques out to University of British Columbia.) Ordering the pamphlets will be taken as a commitment to participate in one or more of the four areas and a willingness to report to the Drawing Network. The project reports will be combined as a pamphlet and sent to all participants, or it will be published as a book if a publisher can be found. If you want more information before deciding to participate, I would be pleased to answer questions. Bob Steele is an associate professor (Emeritus), Dept. of Curriculum Studies, Faculty of Education, UBC. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7932&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 17, Number 5, March 2005  Readers write Responses to "It’s all about achievement" These letters were received in response to an article in The Vancouver Sun, which resulted from David Denyer’s article "It’s all about achievement," in the Nov./Dec. 2004 issue of Teacher. Good news on the front page of The Vancouver Sun and someone is finally saying it and, most extraordinary of all, The Sun is picking up on it! These were my thoughts when I got the paper this morning. Your message is "right on," and it needs the widest circulation. Teachers all over the province will be cheering you on! We are on the cusp of a defining moment: Do we want children to be enthusiastic lifelong learners, fully self-actualized citizens, or do we want them to be drudges in the George Orwell nightmare? I write as the founder of the Drawing Network, which was created to demonstrate that children have a natural language in drawing that contributes to all language values except immediate and practical communication, and in a blessed confluence, contributes to the joyful acquistion of literacy at the same time. When I worked with student teachers in the system (for some 28 years), the atmosphere was a good deal more conducive to the mental health of teachers and children. I keep in touch now with teachers who tell me how depressing the ambience is, and standards, constant supervision, and a narrow view of the "educated person," are the principle causes. Now the bureaucrats and educational right wingers have one thing in mind: to create a "work camp" for children. Bob Steele, associate professor (Emeritus) UBC, Vancouver Thanks for your article about work camps. I agree completely and often suggest that school for many children is partly jail and partly child abuse. Rather than recognize learning differences, we cram more into smaller spaces and turn those who don’t fit into behaviour problems or learning problems. Students exist to generate numbers; the data is collected in a larger receptacle and sent on to the district, etc. It would make a good satirical cartoon. Perhaps students who finish work quickly should be made to stay in and practise working more slowly so they don’t become a problem for teachers. Students who read well should be given glasses to make words blurry so they slow down. Students who don’t fit the mold become behaviour or learning problem students or simple failures. I have eight IEPs in my class of 31 because the system can’t meet their needs and won’t admit it. Failing them means the system has failed. Which it has. They are not failures; they just can’t handle the work-camp atmosphere of school and its one-dimensional approach to them. Our system has finally advanced enough to be effective in the Industrial Revolution. Barry Loewen Summerland  Retired teachers’ advocacy Over the past two years, the B.C. Retired Teachers’ Association Board of Directors has noted that retirees, as both seniors and educators, appear to be very hard hit by the economic and social changes brought in by the B.C. government. The members of our organization began to question what we were doing about the situation. The directors felt that we had to take a more pro-active approach, yet remain a politically non-partisan organization. In the autumn of 2003, a subcommittee of the BCRTA Social Concerns Committee was established to discover if any other retired teachers’ organization had faced this particular problem. It was found that the Retired Teachers of Ontario had, some six years earlier, established a committee to work on this very problem. After examining what Ontario had done, the BCRTA Board of Directors created a standing committee on advocacy. One of the functions of the advocacy committee will be to prepare position papers on issues of concern to our members. Our position will be made known to any candidate running for political office in the province. Our first paper, which we hope to have ready for the next provincial election, is on healthcare. Another function will be to liaise with other educator and/or senior groups to make sure that decision makers understand our position. We will also be urging our members to take a more active role in the electoral process, by attending all-candidates meetings, asking questions of the candidates, and urging the candidates to support our position on issues of concern to us as seniors and educators. For more information about the BCRTA’s role in advocacy, please contact our office, 604-871-2260; they can redirect your question. Glen Pinch White Rock It’s determination not ability It is amazing and gratifying to see the response of Canadians and others around the world to the victims of the tsunami that struck southern Asia. However, the response also points to a huge flaw in the neo-conservative management styles of many governments including Canada, the United States, and British Columbia. Usually, when neo-conservatives are faced with a social problem, say homeless people, their response is to deny that there is enough money to deal with the problem and that money isn’t the solution anyway. Only when those problems become "disasters" (homeless people possibly freezing to death in unusually cold weather) is money "found." The Asian disaster should clearly send a message to all of us that money is not the problem. Political will is the problem. We can have a decent equitable healthcare system, a stable equitable education system, and a compassionate equitable social-assistance system. The money is there. The political will to collect the money is not there. When disaster strikes, people are usually only too willing to try to make amends through their monetary donations. It is an unfortunate reality that neo-conservatives and neo-conservative groups like the Fraser Institute and the Canadian Taxpayers’ Federation have convinced us to elect governments that view crumbling healthcare, education, and social assistance not as disasters but as the result of "mismanagement." The only mismanagement I can see these days is with governments that refuse to have the political will to collect and distribute tax money for the benefit of the society rather than the benefit of individuals. The tsunami relief effort allows us to see that neo-conservatives, like the emperor, have no clothes. Keeping more money in our individual pockets will not bring about solutions to the healthcare, education, and social problems we face any more than keeping more money in our pockets would help the tsunami victims. A provincial election is looming, and I think the question we need to ponder is Do we want to build a province where some individuals prosper or a province where we work together to make a better society for all of us? Peter Vogt Nicola Valley Jamaican thank you On behalf of the president, other officers and members of the Jamaica Teachers’ Association, we wish to thank the BCTF for the assistance sent to the Caribbean Union of Teachers to assist teachers affected by the hurricanes that passed through the region late last year. The sum sent was divided equally among the four islands that received most damage from the hurricanes, namely, Bahamas, Grenada, Haiti, and Jamaica. The funds were used by the teachers’ unions in the respective islands to assist some teachers. Once again, we thank you and the members of BCTF for your generosity and caring. We wish for all a successful 2005. Adolph Cameron JTA Secretary General)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=21791,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 23, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 2010   Le DELF et la spécificité canadienne  Par Moh Chelali   Pendant longtemps, l’évaluation en français langue seconde était essentiellement basée sur la maîtrise de l’expression écrite. L’évaluation spécifique des activités langagières avec les diverses compétences et savoir-faire n’existait pas. On ne pratiquait pas nécessairement toutes les composantes d’une évaluation exhaustive comportant toutes les compétences : expression orale, expression écrite, compréhension orale et compréhension écrite. Le Cadre européen commun de référence et le Diplôme d’enseignement de langue française Le Cadre européen commun de référence pour les langues (CECRL), publié en 2001, fruit de plusieurs années de recherches linguistiques menées par des experts des États membres du Conseil de l’Europe, n’arrive à influencer la réalité canadienne d’enseignement que plusieurs années plus tard. Patrimoine Canada, dans un rapport d’étude publié en 2006, affirme que « le CECR comporte des avantages » considérables, qu’il est capable de répondre à la diversité des besoins et des cultures pédagogiques des provinces et des territoires et qu’il s’avère très prometteur en tant que cadre cohérent et transparent pour les langues au Canada. » Comme le CECR, le DELF est divisé en six niveaux (A1, A2, B1, B2, C1, C2) qui vont du niveau débutant (A1) au niveau confirmé (C2). Il distingue cinq competences : Comprendre (2 compétences) - ecouter, - lire Parler (2 compétences) - prendre part à une conversation, - s’exprimer oralement en continu Écrire (1 compétence) Le DELF est sur le point d’être de plus en plus intégré dans le cursus scolaire de plusieurs provinces canadiennes. Certaines d’entre elles (Alberta, Colombie-Britannique, Québec…) disposent d’un centre DELF provincial habilité par le CIEP de Paris. Les sessions sont organisées au sein des établissements scolaires publics ou privés. Passer le DELF offre un cadre qui favorise la qualité des enseignements en français ainsi que le développement de la fluidité verbale et la confiance dans l’utilisation de la langue française axée sur le développement de compétences et de savoir-faire. La réalité en Colombie-Britannique   Avec la mise en place du centre provincial du DELF depuis quelques mois et le projet de mise à l’essai dans plusieurs conseils scolaires du grand Vancouver, le DELF acquiert une réalité tangible. Environ 500 élèves ont participé à l’examen officiel et à l’examen en blanc cette année. Il est à prévoir qu’au moins 1 000 à 1 500 élèves participeront durant l’année scolaire 2010-2011 aux examens du DELF au niveau de la province. En plus des 55 enseignants certifiés l’année dernière comme formateurs/examinateurs à Vichy en France, cette année, 60 autres enseignants ont été formés comme examinateurs à Richmond par 6 formateurs canadiens de la Colombie-Britannique. Le financement de ces formations a été essentiellement pris en charge par le ministère de l’Éducation de la Colombie-Britannique, alors que le financement des examens officiels et non officiels a été en grande partie pris en charge par les conseils scolaires. La pédagogie, quelques pistes…  En matière de pédagogie, plusieurs enseignants commencent à introduire systématiquement un volet sonore dans leurs méthodes d’enseignement et aussi à développer des activités de compréhension de l’oral avec leurs élèves. La grammaire n’est pas en reste : dans une perspective de pédagogie du sens, elle est de plus en plus introduite de manière inductive en classe. La grammaire de l’oral est désormais prise en compte aussi. La phonétique est maintenue au-delà des niveaux A1 et A2 et sert son objectif initial : la différenciation de formes grammaticales dont la réalisation orale est proche. Pour rendre l’apprenant actif, les stratégies d’apprentissage actuelles misent sur la dynamique de groupe (alternance entre la classe entière, les petits groupes et les binômes), l’auto-apprentissage (en dehors de la classe) et parfois des enquêtes à l’extérieur afin de profiter des apports du milieu (où l’on peut trouver des locuteurs du français dans le commerce, la culture, l’enseignement…) et de faire de l’apprenant un « acteur social ». D’autres gros médias se sont joints à cette nouvelle tendance; ainsi le site TV5 propose aux enseignants un ensemble d’outils, de services et de ressources pour exploiter les émissions de la chaîne et les documents en ligne sur tv5monde.com. Le second élément d’intérêt pédagogique est le Portfolio. Le portfolio est composé de trois parties : le Passeport des langues, la Biographie langagière et le Dossier. Le Passeport des langues est l’ensemble des acquis en savoir-faire, diplômes et certifications de l’apprenant. On peut y intégrer aussi des expériences interculturelles vécues dans différentes langues. En plus, le passeport permet de déterminer le niveau et le profil de l’apprenant dans plusieurs langues que le candidat a apprises tant dans le milieu scolaire que familial ou pour toute autre raison (tourisme, loisirs, rencontres, etc.). Il permet alors de présenter l’ensemble des compétences linguistiques, y compris dans les langues de l’immigration. Les diplômes et les certifications officiels sont listés à la fin du Passeport, et les attestations sont jointes au Dossier. La Biographie langagière permet de faire un état des lieux des compétences linguistiques de l’apprenant selon son niveau du moment (expérimenté, indépendant ou élémentaire). Le Dossier contient l’ensemble des certifications et des diplômes officiellement obtenus par l’élève ainsi que des preuves de son excellence dans les différentes. Ces documents peuvent être sous forme écrite (travail scolaire, projet, stage, etc.) ou orale (cassettes audio ou vidéo, CD-ROM, etc.). Débattre de certains défis  L’examen DELF apparaît pour certains éducateurs comme un examen/diplôme franco-français un peu déconnecté de la réalité canadienne. La rédaction des items ainsi que le recueil des textes apparaissent aussi centrés sur une réalité essentiellement française. Il faut dire cependant que le CIEP reconnaît ceci et est prêt à collaborer pour infuser un contenu plus adapté aux réalités canadiennes. L’organisation et la mise en place de structures d’examen et de préparation aux diplômes nécessitent une coordination fiable. La formation d’enseignants et la mise en place de formateurs et d’experts requièrent un centre DELF dans chaque province. En Colombie-Britannique, par exemple, avec une population étudiante de plus de 40 000 élèves en immersion et plus de 100 000 élèves en français langue de base, il serait ardu de trouver des structures, des correcteurs et des examinateurs si un grand nombre de ces élèves décidait de passer le DELF. Conclusion  Le DELF calibré selon le CECR offre une chance unique aux jeunes apprenants canadiens. Cet outil de référence validera le progrès de nos jeunes dans les quatre compétences de base (compréhension orale et production orale, compréhension des écrits et production écrite). Cet outil permettra aussi de suivre et de comparer les acquis, et de valider l’évaluation d’apprentissage dans une dimension locale, nationale et internationale. Le rôle de l’enseignant est crucial, car il doit mettre à la disposition de ses élèves des méthodes de travail, des stratégies et démarches d’apprentissage leur permettant non seulement d’apprendre à apprendre en autonomie, mais aussi d’être des acteurs qui agissent en interaction sociale dans la construction des apprentissages.La vivacité et les développements de l’enseignement au Canada ont fait du pays un pionnier dans le domaine des programmes d’immersion. Le choix d’un outil comme le DELF n’est pas une finalité en soi, mais un outil perspicace et efficace. Moh Chelali, Responsable des programmes et services en français, Fédération des enseignants de la Colombie-Britannique.  Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/issues/research.aspx?id=5810,BCTF > Case Study of Special Education and ESL at School M  	Untitled Page  For Teachers For Parents For Media Home E-mail Lists Links A to Z Index Contact Us Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources Home > Issues in Education > Inclusive Education > Research Project Case Study of Special Education and ESL at “School M”, a medium-sized elementary school in Coquitlam, B.C. by Carol Anne de Balinhard May 2003 School demographics School M, a medium-sized elementary school in Coquitlam, is situated in an established, middle-class neighbourhood. A defining characteristic of the school is its large population of French Immersion students. Of a total of 355 students, 183 are in the French Immersion program and 172 are in the English language program. As is typical of elementary schools in Coquitlam, the school serves students from Kindergarten to Grade 5. Based on figures from September 2002, the number of designated students with special needs, excluding Gifted, is 15, or 4% of the total school population. While this percentage is relatively lower than that found in the majority of Coquitlam elementary schools, all the designated students are in the English language program. The percentage of the English-language student population with designated special needs is 8%, which is close to the 7% average for the total Coquitlam student population. Of the designated students with special needs, three are in the low incidence categories (level 2 Ministry of Education categorization), with challenges including a moderate to profound intellectual disability; a physical disability or chronic health impairment; and autism. The school has three students in the intensive behaviour intervention category (level 3), one mild intellectual disability, seven with learning disabilities, one moderate behaviour intervention, and seven Gifted. These 22 students all have Individual Education Plans (IEPs) or Individual Behaviour Plans (IBPs) outlining adaptations in the classroom and specific interventions to support learning. In addition, approximately 10 other “grey area” students have IEPs. “Grey area” students are students who do not meet criteria for special-needs designation according to Ministry of Education categorization, but who do require significant adaptations, modifications, or interventions to support learning. The school has 37 designated ESL students, all of whom are in the English-language program. This number comprises almost 22% of the English language students, which is significantly higher than the Coquitlam district average of 11%. All 37 ESL students have detailed Annual Instruction Plans (AIPs), which are updated three times a year. Staffing The school has 24 teachers on staff, or 20.5 Full Time Equivalent teachers (FTE). This number is approximately the same as last year, relative to the population. Teachers designated support staff include 0.9 FTE Resource teacher, 0.5 ESL, 0.5 Skill Development, 0.4 Counsellor and 0.2 Gifted. Itinerant support includes a 0.3 Speech and Language Pathologist, and other itinerant services on a referral basis, i.e., school psychologist, vision and hearing, behaviour, and other services. Other support personnel include two Special Education Assistants (SEAs) (one at 25 hours per week, and the other at 2.5 hours per week), as well as one English Teaching Assistant (TA) (20 hours per week) and one French Teaching Assistant (10 hours per week). Class size and class composition The school enrolls 16 divisions, 7 English language and 9 French Immersion. Class sizes range from 19 to 27 in the English stream and 16 to 27 in the French stream. These figures are based on September enrolment, and since then at least two students at the Grade 1 level have transferred from French to English classes. Class composition is uneven, with the majority of students requiring IEPs being enrolled in the English-stream classes: some classes, due to the age of the students with special needs, carry a higher load of these students than others. The integration of students with special needs School M Elementary has a history of support for students with special needs and in the past housed a district program for special needs students (the Social Adjustment Program). Students with special needs are fully integrated, and provided with both in-class and pull-out support as needed. Various support staff provide services that are co-ordinated through an effective School Based Team (SBT). The school Resource Teacher, who is an experienced and respected member of the staff, organizes the SBT. Teachers interviewed are unanimous in their positive comments regarding the valuable support provided through the School Based Team. A variety of individuals are responsible for developing the IEPs, IBPs, and AIPs1 that provide the “blueprint” of instructional goals, interventions, and adaptations necessary for each student with special needs. These documents are a key component of the service-delivery model in the school, and also provide a valuable opportunity for parent involvement. Remarkably, the school provides a number of IEPs for “grey area” students, who are not required to have such plans, but whom the teachers have identified as needing individualized support. This provision illustrates the dedication of teachers to serving the needs of students regardless of Ministry of Education designation. Interviews with Classroom Teachers Five key themes emerged from the interviews with classroom teachers: Class size and class composition is an increased problem this school year. There is still good support from the School Based Team. Teachers are feeling increasingly demoralized and frustrated as fewer resources and reduced supports make their job of meeting student needs much more difficult. There is a considerable increase in paperwork aimed to protect the district from audits, and such paperwork is reducing services for students. Teachers have concerns over ‘grey area’ students who need service but whose needs are largely unrecognized. The teachers verbatim comments are shared below. Primary Teacher (0.5 FTE) – increased class size from 20 to 22 over last year – 2 additional students makes a big difference – fewer opportunities to do small-group work – 3 designated students with special needs – 2 low incidence, 1 high incidence – “I still like my job, but the portion I like is shrinking.” – More meetings, SBT, IEP, Skill Development, consultations – Several “grey area” special needs students who are not designated, i.e., learning delays, ADHD on Ritalin, behaviour – Students with behaviour problems can take up energy of the entire class – Value of Speech and Language support for young students – school needs more Primary Teacher (1.0 FTE) – increased class size from 22 to 24 – 2 students transferred from French Immersion program into this class during the school year – student with high needs who doesn’t meet Ministry criteria as low incidence, therefore only limited SEA time available – School Based Team is “wonderful” - flexible in-school support regardless of designation – range of abilities – i.e., from “severely” Gifted student – a challenge to meet needs – value consultative service from District Resource Teacher for the Gifted – to very low-functioning student who requires completely individualized program – “grey area” students with behaviour/emotional problems are difficult to integrate – Feeling “devalued” – government does not give priority to public education – Not feeling the same commitment beyond the classroom as in past, e.g., extracurricular. Intermediate Teacher (1.0 FTE) – Over 30 years experience – 7 years post-secondary training – Current class is one of the most stressful in career – class of 29 – Class composition - extreme range of abilities and social development – one Low Incidence student and six High Incidence – support for Low Incidence student not adequate to needs – a constant challenge in the classroom – one other “grey area” student with learning and behaviour problems but no special designation: i.e., slow learner, therefore not eligible for district support from Teaching & Evaluation Centre – 8 students on modified or adapted programs – Help is provided through the School Based Team and supportive colleagues but not through the Ministry of Education criteria for designation – Teacher is exhausted, stressed, and discouraged – Education is moving backward in terms of support – More children are integrated, but less support is available. ESL Teacher (0.5 FTE) – ESL case load of 37 students – Increased paperwork in ESL is UNBELIEVABLE – Entire month of September to do paperwork – All children must be tested and level identified and program planned – Each student requires an Annual Instruction Plan (AIP) and documentation, including writing sample, test results, oral and written evaluation. – Anxiety over potential Ministry of Education audit and loss of funds to district – Teacher feels responsible – AIP must be updated 3 times a year – “Accountability” is not in the interest of instruction, but rather to avoid Ministry audit and loss of funds, NOT related to program planning and better services for students – This constant pressure adds to teacher’s feeling of discouragement about job. Resource Teacher (0.9 FTE) – 14 years experience in Resource and Learning Assistance – Concerned about the loss of the Reading Recovery program – eliminated in June 2002 due to cutbacks – She saw students from this program go on to be successful, and by Grade 5 many were indistinguishable from peers who did not have reading delays – Now works with more students but in small groups – the quality of instruction is not the same as with Reading Recovery – “Grey area” students a concern – particularly students with low-average or borderline cognitive functioning – they need service but are not on the funding list – Service must be provided for non-designated students, and they have IEPs – Paperwork has increased and there’s a sense that focus on “accountability” is not about quality education but about threats and negative pressure – not a collaborative process but a threatening one – Increase in time spent out of school for meetings before and after school – Good relationship with colleagues – welcome in their classrooms to help students – service is valued – Negative attitude of government to educators is felt directly by teachers – hurt and sense of not being valued – Teachers feel demoralized and devalued and are therefore less inclined to do more – Still loves her job, colleagues, and students. A Day in the Life of a Classroom Teacher at School M 8:00 a.m. Teacher arrives at school for preparation and planning. 8:45 a.m. Teacher starts teaching class and receives a phone call. 9:00 a.m. Impromptu consultation with teaching staff. 9:15 a.m. Equipment malfunction or required repair. Unscheduled P.A. announcements. 9:30 a.m. Informal or unscheduled student contact, i.e., locating a student Impromptu consultation with teaching staff 10:15 a.m. Impromptu consultation with administrative staff Unscheduled P.A. announcement 10:25-10:35 a.m. Supervision of students 10:45 a.m. Informal or unscheduled student contact Impromptu consultation with support staff Resume teaching class 11:15 a.m. Disciplinary situation (causing a significant interruption of planned work flow) 12:00 noon Lunch Break Parental contact (informal or unscheduled) Parental contact (informal or unscheduled) Social issue or problem (causing a significant interruption of planned work flow) 12:50 p.m. Resume teaching Impromptu consultation with support staff Social issue or problem 2:00 p.m. Parental contact (informal or unscheduled) 2:15 p.m. School assembly (15 minutes) 2:45 p.m. School dismissal After-school supervision of students (20 minutes) 3:00 p.m. Preparation and planning (1.5 hours) Parental contact (informal or unscheduled) Parental contact (informal or unscheduled) Impromptu consultation with support staff 3:15 p.m. Parental contact (informal or unscheduled) Phone call 4:30 p.m. Leave school After 5:00 p.m. Preparation and planning (2.5 hours) *Too many interruptions, I can’t remember them all! Summary and conclusions A number of concerns and issues appear common to teachers at this school. Classroom teachers and support personnel alike express a feeling that their work is not valued or appreciated by the current government and the public in general. Most teachers still love their jobs and enjoy working with their students and families, but are affected by negative statements in the media about their profession. Several teachers raised the issue of “grey area” students who require special interventions but are not recognized by current designations for students with special needs. These “grey area” students include those in the “slow learner” category and students with a number of social, emotional, or learning issues affecting performance in the classroom which do not fit current classifications for special needs. Teachers feel pressured by the amount of paperwork, number of meetings, and increasing focus on accountability. There is a perception among many teachers that the focus on accountability and the threat of Ministry audits is not about improving student learning, but rather reflects a mistrustful and punitive attitude towards educators. There appears to be a disparity in class composition at the school that results in some classes and teachers bearing responsibility for a disproportionate number of students with special needs. This inequity contributes to a feeling of demoralization for some teachers. Teachers in the school feel well-supported by the support staff in the school and express a high regard for their colleagues. The school has an effective School Based Team and processes in place to support students with special needs that work well for students and teachers. Teachers in this school demonstrate a commitment to student learning that goes beyond any “legislated” requirements. A significant number of students in the school have Individual Education Plans in spite of the fact that they are not designated special needs by the Ministry of Education. The system in place to support students with special needs is working in School M Elementary in large part due to the commitment and goodwill of the teachers responsible for these students. It also works because support staff in the school are experienced, capable, and well-respected by teachers. The goodwill of teachers in classrooms who bear the day-to-day responsibility for coping with a range of special needs, however, is being eroded by at least two factors: inequities in class composition, and the lack of limits regarding the number of students with special needs in classes. These factors have resulted in some individual teachers and classes bearing the responsibility for an unreasonable range of abilities and special needs. It is also apparent that many teachers in the school feel that the work they do is devalued and misunderstood by the public at large and the Ministry of Education in particular. _____________________________ 1 Individual Education Plan, Individual Behaviour Plan, Annual Instruction Plan.   About Us | News & Events | Publications | Advocacy & Action | Social Justice | Issues in Education © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=27123,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 7, May/June 2012   Questions worth asking  How do you make feedback meaningful? By Dave Van Bergeyk   It is one thing to accept the fact that feedback can allow students to begin to navigate their own learning. It is quite another thing to do this in ways that are meaningful for students while at the same time being manageable for teachers. In the next story, Linda tells how she not only found a way to give feedback to her secondary school mathematics students that helped them to become agents in their learning, but also how she did so within the context of something familiar to all of us—the math quiz. Although she was skeptical at first, the results of her efforts are undeniable. The above is the prefatory material that sets up one of the stories published in a recently released book from the BC Association of Mathematics Teachers (one of the 33 Provincial Specialist Associations of the BCTF). The BCAMT is excited to have published Questions Worth Asking about Assessment in Mathematics Classrooms this past summer. For the preceding two years, a BCAMT subcommittee has been working on this project as part of the association’s objective to support mathematics teachers in understanding new developments in assessment practices. As it turns out, the book is also of value to teachers of other subjects, as the assessment themes are not specific to mathematics only. The work of the subcommittee began with the identified goal of supporting BC math teachers in understanding and implementing assessment innovation, but with no clear picture of how to achieve that goal. In the early going, however, the committee quickly latched onto the idea of a collection of stories as a practical way to present the realities of new assessment practices. With this conception to work with, the committee members then set up professional learning groups within their individual schools to try some assessment innovation and collect stories about what happens in real classrooms. After almost a year of this process, the committee had collected enough stories to fill a volume, and they got to work editing the raw material into publishable form. Almost another year’s worth of work went into the editing process, and late last school year, the committee had completed a collection of stories, ready to polish up, and send to the printers. As you can see from the preamble above, the intent of the publication is to present true stories of assessment innovation, both the struggles and the successes, in a spirit of inquiry. No one has all the answers with respect to assessment practices, and indeed, the assessment subcommittee has become increasingly convinced that formative classroom assessment is a highly personal endeavour. BCAMT Past President Rob Sidley, suggests that when it comes to assessment, everyone must build her or his own light sabre. I have been trying to improve the formative assessment in my math classes for some time. In research I read that students improve most when they get written feedback without marks. I wanted to try this even though I was pretty sure my students, who are in Grades 8–12, would resist the idea. My first attempts were not very effective, and took me a long time and a lot of effort as I was not very good at giving verbal feedback. So, I decided to use a highlighter to recognize a student’s areas of understanding. I tried it on a quiz first, because I felt that quizzes really are meant to be formative assessment. I made a short quiz and used highlighters to emphasize correct thinking, and to note trouble areas. I didn’t mark anything with tick marks or x’s, and I didn’t give the quiz a total mark. So opens Linda’s story. She goes on to explain her innovation in more detail, and to give some of the results she sees in her students. She also explains some of the adjustments she has made, and is making, to the strategy and other parts of her practice as a result of this new technique. You can tell from this small sample and Linda’s admission of her early struggles that these stories are not whitewashed. They are not merely empty theoretical musings, either. Rather, each story presents an actual strategy (or sometimes several related ones) that a teacher has tried. The intent, though, is not that readers necessarily adopt every strategy described, but rather the real value will be found in listening to the teacher’s reasoning, both the thinking that leads up to the innovation and the reflection upon its implementation. While all the stories, in many ways, promote reflection and dialogue on their own, the subcommittee members, as they edited the volume, bracketed each story with supplemental material that helps readers extract maximum benefit from the resource. In addition to a preamble like the one above, each story is followed by a set of suggested questions for further discussion. The editors envision that the nature of these stories will provoke informal dialogue among colleagues, and that the book will also be useful to focus formal workshops or discussion groups on assessment. At the BCAMT fall conference in October, several members of the subcommittee in charge of this project presented some of the stories as an official launch of the book. All attendees at the conference received a complimentary copy of the book. The presenters found the discussion questions provoked deep and meaningful professional discussion among the session participants. We have thus seen the power these shared stories can have to motivate inquiry into assessment issues. The work of the subcommittee continues as they plan ways to support the use of the book in meaningful professional inquiry. The hope is that the book does not just end up on shelves, but lives up to its design to enable thoughtful discussion among colleagues. The BCAMT has had some preliminary discussions with some districts about facilitating workshops on the book. The committee is also considering working on follow-up volumes, either on assessment again or other timely professional issues. Further information about Questions Worth Asking about Assessment in Mathematics Classrooms, including some sample stories, can be obtained on the BCAMT website, www.bcamt.ca. Information about ordering copies of the book is available there as well. Dave Van Bergeyk, teacher, Salmon Arm Secondary School and past president of the BCAMT.   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=29564,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > April 2013 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 25, Number 6, April 2013   BC—the worst record in Canada  Public school funding BC falls behind in K–12 funding as a per cent of GDP  Since 2002–03, BC has fallen behind the rest of Canada on its commitment to funding public education. In 2002–03, British Columbia spent 3.6% of our Gross Domestic Product (GDP) on BC public schools, higher than Canada as a whole. But after 2002–03, British Columbia quickly fell behind the rest of the country, reducing K–12 funding to 3.3% of GDP. By 2009–10, BC ranked second-lowest among the provinces in K–12 funding as a percentage of GDP. BC ranks lowest on several key funding indicators   Statistics Canada data shows funding for elementary and secondary public schools increased in all provinces between 2006–07 and 2010–11, but less so in BC. BC ranks the lowest (10th) among the provinces in terms of percentage increase in public school funding between 2006–07 and 2010–11 for total expenditures, operating expenditures, and operating expenditures per student. Even after adjusting for inflation, BC ranks the lowest (10th) among the provinces for total expenditures per student and total expenditures per capita. BC falls further behind Canada in per-student funding  In 2007–08, per-student funding (operating expenditures–current dollars) in BC was $73 above the national average (Canada). By 2010–11, per-student funding in BC was $988 below the national average (Canada). Student-educator ratio The student-educator ratio in Canada improved over the decade as most provinces hired more educators in elementary and secondary schools. The student-educator ratio in BC has seen little improvement since 2001–02. BC’s student-educator ratio (16.8 students per educator) is considerably higher than the national average (13.8 students per educator). Most other provinces hired more educators during a period of declining enrolment. Between 2006–07 and 2010–11, FTE educators increased in all provinces except BC. FTE educators increased by an average of 3.2% across Canada and decreased by 3.7% in BC. Financial vulnerability BC citizens the most economically vulnerable  A 2011 special report by TD Bank found that households in BC are the most economically vulnerable in Canada. BC recorded the highest Household Financial Vulnerability index, at 10.4, in 2010 (first three quarters). This index increased by 20.2% in BC since 2006, second only to Alberta at 27.9%. For the first three quarters of 2010, BC had the only negative personal savings rate in Canada, at –4.2%. The next lowest was Atlantic Canada, at 0.7%. The Canadian average was 3.9%. BC also had the worst debt-to-income ratio, at 160.5%. Alberta was the next worst, with 143.2%, while the Canadian average was 127%. …and you should also know Overall poverty BC records the worst overall poverty rate   In 2010, BC recorded the worst overall poverty rate (all persons), higher than any other province, for both the before-tax (15.5%) and after-tax (11.5%) poverty rate, as reported by First Call, citing Statistics Canada data. Child and family poverty BC records persistently high child poverty rates over the decade   Over the past decade, BC experienced persistently high child poverty rates, the worst of all provinces for most years. Between 2002 and 2009, BC recorded the highest after-tax child poverty rate for eight years in a row, according to First Call’s 2012 Child Poverty Report Card. Many of these families live in severe poverty  First Call’s 2012 Child Poverty Report Card shows that many of these families live in severe poverty, with annual incomes thousands of dollars below the poverty line. On average, the 2010 income for a family of four living in poverty was $13,800 below the poverty line. The failure to provide adequate income assistance leaves many families in a state of severe poverty, affecting thousands of children. First Call’s 2012 Child Poverty Report Card reports an average of 36,918 BC children in families living on income assistance in 2010. BC’s social welfare system fails poor families  Income-assistance benefits for BC families have not kept pace with inflation. According to the National Council of Welfare, between 1998 and 2007, inflation-adjusted annual income-assistance benefits in BC fell by $449 for a lone parent with one child, and by $1,474 for a couple with two children. Perhaps this is why thousands of BC families are seeking food support. Since 2001, the number of individuals assisted by food banks increased from 67,237 in 2001 to 96,150 in 2012. About 30% of these are children. Working poor families BC has the third-highest child poverty rate for working families   In 2010, 43% of BC children in poverty (41,300 children) were in families where at least one adult worked in full-time, full-year employment, considerably higher than the national average (35%) and almost double the child-poverty rate of families with one or more full-time earners in Quebec (24%). BC minimum wage well below what families need to survive  The current minimum wage in British Columbia is $10.25 per hour. According to First Call (2012), the total earnings of a person employed 37.5 hours per week in a large city earning the current minimum wage of $10.25 per hour, would still be $3,000 below the poverty line. The current minimum wage is well below what is considered to be a living wage for families with children. Income inequality Income-gap widens between low- and high-income families   The First Call 2012 Child Poverty Report Card shows the change in inflation-adjusted family income between 1989 and 2010 for low-income, middle-income, and high-income families with children. In 2010, the average family income of the wealthiest 10% of families with children was $265,578, an increase of $99,381 since 1989. The average family income for the 10% of families in the lowest income group was $19,212, an increase of $858 since 1989. This means that the increase in income between 1989 and 2009 for the wealthiest 10% of families is about 116 times greater than that for the poorest 10% of families. BC ranks poorly in income inequality  In 2009, only Alberta had higher after-tax income inequality than BC. Comparing the disparity of incomes between the highest and lowest of earners, BC Stats reported that, “Compared to other provinces, BC ranked dead last in 2009, with the largest gap between the top 20% and the bottom 20% of income earners.” The gap between the richest and poorest of BC families widened over the decade. The BC government has done less than other provinces to reduce income inequality. Post-secondary education BC behind the national average for undergraduate degrees  BC ranked 8th, and is behind the national average for undergraduate degrees granted in BC per 100,000 population, according to a 2013 report by the Research Universities’ Council of British Columbia. The authors estimated that “BC would need to increase its university undergraduate degree capacity by over 30% to catch up with Ontario.” Student debt  In August 2012, the Canadian Federation of Students–BC called on the BC government to reduce tuition fees and eliminate punitive interest rates on student loans, in response to the Premier of Prince Edward Island’s announcing the elimination of interest on provincial student loans. They note that tuition fees doubled in BC between 2002 and 2005 and the BC government eliminated “up-front” grant programs, adding to the debt load of post-secondary students. With average student debt in BC at about $27,000 (after completing a four-year degree program), the Canadian Federation of Students–BC “estimates that over the course of a 10-year repayment period, the interest accumulated on the average student loan is approximately $8,000. At prime plus 2.5%, BC currently charges the highest rate of interest on student loans in Canada.” Compiled by BCTF Research and Information Services. References available on request.    Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=20178&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 3, November/December 2009  Looking back By Chris Bocking 70 years ago The taxpayers need to be reminded that the person in the community upon whom the most disproportionate share of the added financial burden for school expansion and new programmes falls is the teacher. Folk would like to pay teachers a reasonable salary, but the necessity of adding further classrooms makes it impossible. Folk know that much of the best in recently adopted educational ideas involves teachers in continual expense for books but any spare funds are needed not to help him buy them but for the school library, which they know the teacher will himself supplement after the ratepayers have contributed their pittance. – November 1939, The BC Teacher 50 years ago To the teachers I say: Don’t let the experts belittle your ability to serve, or take away your greatest asset, your contact with the children under your care. Don’t accept an inferior position within the bounds of your profession but maintain that profession’s prestige by insisting that all its members live up to its naturally high standard. Important as it may be on occasion, don’t let that overemphasized word “research” replace the value of your daily experience. – November 1959, The BC Teacher 30 years ago The popularity of such pseudo-sciences as astrology and biorhythms, and belief in such paranormal wonders as the Bermuda Triangle and pyramid power, afford teachers a unique opportunity to initiate a curriculum unit on rational thinking and critical evaluation of evidence. That the propagators of the pseudo-sciences and the realm of the paranormal have been remarkably successful in spreading their ideas, with the aid of the sensationalistic sectors of the media, is hardly open to dispute. The popularity of such ideas is in itself disturbing, and we argue that schools have a vital role in counteracting this trend. – Nov./Dec. 1979, The BC Teacher 10 years ago There is a real push by companies to gain access to students in schools. Corporations are attempting to gain customers by having their products promoted to a captive audience in a setting where there is a lot of credibility for what is presented to students. Corporations are in business to make profits for their shareholders. Selling corporations access to students is clearly contrary to our Code of Ethics. We are educating citizens, not providing customers. If we speak up and act, we can ensure that the learning environment is protected. – Nov./Dec. 1999, Teacher newsmagazine Compiled by Chris Bocking, Keating Elementary School, Saanich.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8842&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, Number 4, March 2004 A modest proposal after Jonathan Swift by Wayne Wiens In dire times, dire solutions must be found; in modest times, modest solutions may serve us better. Some would argue that our public schools are facing severe cutbacks, which have begun already and which will soon be debilitating. They therefore eagerly propose dire solutions, falling short only at selling their grandmothers. I have heard dire solutions proposed for the financial rescue of our public schools that involve the sale of school properties for high-rises or the leasing of prime sites to private schools and corporations. Stuff and nonsense say I. The problem is only a modest one in the great scheme of things, and thus worthy of only the most modest of solutions. Here, then, is the crux of my modest proposal. Could we not do better by playing the corporate-sponsor game, as any self-respecting corporation would, by capitalizing on the raison d’être of such corporations that seek access to our schools and to our students, their potential consumers? By this I refer to nothing less than increased competition. Some would argue that the public school is no place for competition, but I demur, and wish only to suggest that such weak thinkers look no further than the grading system so well entrenched and respected in the self-same schools. Would we not be better served in the new order of public school-private enterprise partnerships (PSPEPs, pronounced pisspeps) by offering a competitive process that will maximize school profits by enhancing corporate access to a captive student market? Why, I ask, settle for naming or renaming merely the schools? Why not, indeed, seek a myriad of sponsorships, each appropriate to an area or a component of the school and to the corporate product? This is what corporate marketers, I am told, refer to as a natural fit--intelligent and targeted marketing at its best, leading to premium pricing of what we have on offer. Competitive bids allow a choice of the most appropriate partnerships, and also the most lucrative ones. Thus, after the competitive-bid process is completed, I envision the following as examples of winning PSPEPs in the most appropriately renamed areas of the school: A & B Sound Music Wing Adidas Gym CanWest/Global School Library and Media Centre Chapters/Indigo English Wing Dow Chemistry Lab Ernst & Young Math Wing As for the student cafeteria, multiple PSPEPs could be established. Thus on Mondays, we would have the McDonald’s Eatery, on Tuesdays, the A&W Diner, etc. In this way, we would also be keeping faith with our commitment to provide choice to our students by way of a varied, if not a nutritious, diet. We could also reduce the cost of furnishing our classrooms and offices by seeking sponsorships for individual desks, in return for artfully placed logos. And what would be left to sell? Why, I modestly propose, our students themselves. School uniforms are a perennial topic of discussion. Uniform jumpsuits with corporate logos on the breast pockets would likely be well received by parents for their economy and by administrators for their clarity. By colour-coding them, could we not calm the sometimes chaotic hallways, codify the adolescent pecking order, simplify the life of teachers, and clarify the world for school-building administrators? Competitive bidding would maximize our profits here as well, since we could identify our honour-roll students by their gold lamé jumpsuits sporting the logo of the highest bidder, silver lamé for the second honour-roll students, bronze lamé for the honourable mentions; lime green cotton for the majority of the students, purple for those in special education, and brown for the congenitally late students. Teachers would appreciate this colour-coding, for in these days of larger classes and fewer support services, would it not be useful to provide a ready method to signal which students were more deserving of attention, and which were not? Administrators would also find this coding useful, since it would render more efficient the process by which they determine which students among those who commit misdemeanours would be deserving of punishment and which would be dealt with more leniently, since it is a well-known fact that good grades are an indication of good character, and, sadly, vice versa. We could seek sponsorships to purchase suitable clothing and logos for our teachers; for example, in the Home Depot Industrial Education Wing, teachers could wear bright orange coveralls with the awesomely appropriate motto: You can do it; we can help. Similarly, why not seek input for a revised school motto? Our currently ambiguous Carpe Diem could become Dodge Trucks’ Grab Life by the Horns. I should emphasize that this modest proposal is submitted by one who has dedicated his life to the well-being of students and schools. With nothing to gain from the submission, he prepares to leave the scholastic arena for the fields of retirement with one last contribution. Thus he offers this modest proposal as his final effort to enhance his life’s work and to improve schools for the students of the 21st century. Wayne Wiens teaches at Argyle Secondary School, North Vancouver.)
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(20141006,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2014/09/tentative-agreement-yes-or-no.html?showComment0751410969995696,Staffroom Confidential: Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, September 16, 2014 Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Despite what I know was a herculean effort on the part of our bargaining team, I very much hope that BC teachers will vote no to the tentative agreement. After five weeks of strike, and twelve years of legal battles, this is not the deal that will restore sanity to public education and it is not a fair deal for teachers and students. Just as teachers in Saskatchewan rejected a deal to ensure a better outcome, I hope BC teachers will consider a no vote to let our team know we have to go back to the bargaining table. Class size, composition The agreement provided a modified LIF fund starting at $75 million per year and increasing to $85 by the last year. It is for teachers only, which will mean a slight improvement in Districts where sizeable portions were spent on Education Assistants or senior District staff rather than teachers. However, in an average size District like Victoria (20,000 students, 1,000 teachers), this will translate into about 5-10 more teachers. That is one for every five schools. To put it in comparison, Justice Griffin's judgement estimated the lost funding due to lost class size language at about $330 million in current dollars. (Read more here about the proposed Education Fund.) I heard so many teachers speak up about the need to ensure that we do not return to over-crowded classes when the strike ends. This agreement does very little to alleviate what is the most pressing issue. Throwing away the court victory The agreement provides a "reopener" in the event we win on appeal our class size language. What this means is that the language returns, but is not implemented until new language is negotiated. Without the actual implementation of the returned language, there will be very little incentive for the government to bargain it back. We would essentially be back in the very same position we are in today, with government trying to bargain it out and us trying to bargain it back in. In my opinion, even if we were legislated back to work we would be in a superior position. If we won the appeal the government would then be forced to implement the language. We are thus throwing away our historic court victory and the bargaining pressure it potentially creates. The reopener is really only mildly less offensive than E80. In both cases, we have to bargain back what was illegally taken from our contract and the government will probably never have to restore it. In fact, the "reopener" creates the perfect opportunity for government to lock us out to try and force us to agree to something far inferior. Throwing away the remedy for the last twelve years The agreement provides $105 million to compensate for grievances over-sized classes for the last twelve years. Using Justice Griffin's estimates, our loss is roughly $300 million times 12 = over $3 billion. I cannot fathom how $105 million is a fair compromise. The BCTF's original proposal to put this money back into the system was a more fair and productive approach. This agreement means we can no longer go to the courts for a fair remedy. Wages The agreement is very close to government's original offer. While I would be willing to accept this if the class size language was returned, teachers should not be taking such a significant monetary loss without the commensurate gain in working conditions. We have lost roughly 12% of our annual salary. We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut. Minimal improvements There are very minimal improvements in preparation time for elementary teachers (10 minutes per week), and TTOC daily rate. The TTOC daily rate change may depend on your grid placement. It could actually be a wage loss for long term TTOCs who are above category 5 and step 7. There is also $11 million in health and dental benefits. At 40,000 members, this is $275 each. Hardly worth consideration in the context of the rest of the agreement. What next? There are a variety of options if we vote no. We can continue the strike. We can choose to return to work and continue bargaining. We do not, and should not, accept an agreement that doesn't meet our needs and doesn't meet the needs of students and public education. When Saskatchewan teachers rejected the first deal which had 5.5% wage increases over four years, the second deal had 7.3% increases over four years. They have said this still isn't good enough. For us, our main issue is classroom conditions. We need to say this isn't good enough. The way to do that is to vote no. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 7:48 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 124 comments: Troy MooreSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:17 PM The EC recommendation states the open clause will be argued from restored language. However, selling our grievances for nothing as the 105 million is strike savings, is plenty of reason to vote no. Further, no composition caps, but a fund controlled by Superintendents is enough reason to vote no. Thursday I will vote no.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:06 PM Re-opener also says "education fund" in place until new language bargained, so old language can disappear forever.Delete Reply Mme RousseauSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:33 PM Government starved us to death hoping we'd vote yes to whatever deal they'd offer. Planned it from the start.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:07 PM We can sill choose (collectively) to return to work if we reject this deal. Many options.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:09 PM Great analysis, Tara! I think that returning to work would be a bad idea. This will frustrate parents more if they need to find new ways to deal with taking care fo kids. USe the money given to you by the other unions. I am a teacher who had to quit for stress over the terrible condition of work (split FI grade 4/5, several low LD kids with little support, one severe with no support, 2 gifted (no support), and a principal who expected me to teach 2 separate social studies AND science programs)Delete Reply Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:56 PM Good points by all but the gov't succeeded in starving my family out and completly breaking us. I will be voting YES and live to fight another dayReplyDelete Replies schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:21 PM 'Fight another day'? In the last twelve years that we have been pushing back against this government, never has the tide tide been so much with teachers, class size/composition, and public education - and never has the government been pushed back onto the ropes (especially with the call for binding arbitration). What 'other day' is being proposed that we wait for? Now is the time. Vote 'no' and give the BCTF bargaining team a renewed mandate to get a decent deal for students and teachers.Delete Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:10 PM "Another day" means to wake up and realize that 2more weeks means my family of 5 could lose our home. It means I will do all I can to recall Cc, Factbender, and other mla's, and maybe even having "a guy I know" have a chat with them. In year 1 of their reign, I don't believe they even know what "the ropes" are. I will vote YES ...for my family, and I can live with thatDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:12 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply Karen FergusonSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:03 PM Just a question: When the Saskatchewan teachers voted no, had they already been on strike for 5 weeks?ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM No. They are working with no contract. They are not on strike.Delete Shannon DavisSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:23 AM I am a Saskatchewan teacher. We are not on strike; we are currently in the conciliation process after voting "no" to 2 previous offersDelete Reply "Mama Rose"September 16, 2014 at 9:27 PM Can we truly return to work without agreeing and continue bargaining? When I suggested returning to work a few weeks ago, the answer was "being on strike puts pressure on the gov't and without pressure they have no reason to settle." And can you explain more how legislating us back would be better than agreeing to this deal? And finally, why would the BCTF executive put forward a deal that was not a good one?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:30 PM Because they need confirmation of the resolve of the membership to get something better. That is what a no vote does.Delete Reply Troylana MSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:28 PM some great points to ponder, tara......thinking thinking....ReplyDelete schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:43 PM If we vote 'no' to the tentative deal we still have options: We'd not have a contract. But we could... a) strike with full picket lines b) partially strike with phase 1 (work-to-rule) in schools c) partially strike with periodic/rotating job action d) continue negotiating e) return to work and re-escalate strike f) some/all of the above ReplyDelete Replies Caroline MackenzieSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:21 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:14 PM a) will expedite matters (I say less that 3 days)Delete Reply danabjornsonSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:05 PM I am thinking that a legislated, crappier contract would only be in effect for 2 years max (before elections...). If we take this offer, then we will be agreeing to this pseudo-E80. Should we win the court case (which we likely will), we will have to settle on the terms of the THIS negotiated contract which doesn't actually restore learning conditions; it simply allows for those conditions to be negotiated. If we say n, then we default to the 2002 contract, which DOES restore the language. A "yes" vote is saying that we are good on "crumbs"; a "no" vote is saying we want an actual meal. That's my understanding, anyway. Please correct me where I am wrong, Tara. :)ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:44 PM And word is IF they legislate, they could opt to legislate back Grade 10-12 only causing the union to have to lay off all teachers and re-hire based on seniority. That will tear the union at the seams pitting teacher against teacher for those positions. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:17 PM There will be a general strike if that were to happen! They better not do this. They will regret it.Delete Reply imaginefunlearningSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:09 PM Some good points on the background of our fight over the past 12 years, which I have been actively engaged in; however we need to recognize the climate we are in. We are not in Sask. people! We have just come through a very long summer!! We need to thank our @bctf bargaining team & recognize the toll this has taken on all of us & our families. I don't have the luxury of more time on the strike line. This may be as good as it gets. Let's read the agreement and consider getting back to work and making some $ again! That's my 2 cents worth, which would come in really handy right now!!!ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:18 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply RobSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:11 PM Go back in work to rule mode. Work this winter to recall every Liberal MLA. ThAt is the only way to apply pressure to these criminals. ReplyDelete Replies Kate RestonSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:03 PM Recall! Not sure who won the battle but the war is still onDelete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:14 AM Well said Kate... I agree 100%Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:20 PM I think say NO and a better deal will be done in less than 3 days. These guys are not criminals, they are lower than that. I bet they get a sick pleasure in hurting the kids and the teachers.Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:31 PM An official recall is in the works: https://www.facebook.com/groups/316129595235450/?fref=ts Please consider joining.Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:26 AM Leah - do you honestly think anyone who voted BC Liberal did so thinking that they would act any differently on the education file?Delete Reply JJSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:16 PM I am glad to see other members who share my views. I am outraged at a 1.2 percent "raise" in salary per year that doesn't even meet inflation of currently 2%. I feel used and abused.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:23 PM Not to mention all of the other pittance! I am actually surprised that Iker asked teachers to vote on this! Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:18 PM Hi Tara Thanks for the summary! Will we be able to vote NO to the deal, but vote YES to returning to work? Will there be three options when we vote Thursday? Why did the BCTF agree to a substandard deal for us? If we vote no to a deal that was recommended to us, the teachers look like the bad guys and public approval will plummet. I am very disappointed and frustratedReplyDelete Replies KataSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:12 AM Public approval will not necessarily plummet. I have seen strikes where the membership has voted against the executive's "best results to date", and ended up with a better offer. This offer is an insult. The $300 million will not bring funding to the national average (I believe). More importantly, the wage offer is half of the average wage increase for public and private workers (StatsCan). Delete Reply MontySeptember 16, 2014 at 10:19 PM Thank you, Tara. My thoughts too, more clearly expressed. As well, Thursday is too soon to vote, too soon to vote, too soon to vote........ReplyDelete Richard ChalkeSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:21 PM Vote no and lose every shred of public support...just sayin!ReplyDelete Replies UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:31 AM I am a member of the public and would support a "no" vote. js!.Delete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:01 AM Richard Chalke, NO you won't! I am a mother with 3 adopted special needs children who need to be in a class that is designed for them and others like them (my kids are academically slightly delayed but their issues are more social and behavioural) where they can receive the education they deserve taught in a way they can comprehend. I will speak now for all the parents I know, and we will support the teacher's if they continue to fight for our children's best interest.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:28 PM It might not be pretty at first, but once we explain things (and I hope the Mandarin-speaking teachers flood the Richmond organization that voiced their concerns), they will back us. The 3 billions that the judge came to is the first I hear about. This should be stated to every newsmedia comment section in the province. Minimize pickets and flood those outlets with commenters, just like the Liberals do. Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:45 PM I am a member of the public and a single Mother of a child in the public school system. You will NOT lose one bit of my support if you vote no. I know that you are sacrificing so that my child can have a better education, and I am most grateful for it. Having said that, I also know that you are exhausted and broke. I have been dreading that you may have to settle for less than what you (we) deserve because the government succeeded in breaking you. I am not in your shoes, so cannot judge. If the vote is a yes, I understand and I am still behind you. Delete Reply Alison RocheSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:25 PM It is a crap deal. It's always a crap deal. Once you raise the stakes to striking, anything else is a cave in. The last time we walked out was the 3 day illegal strike where I threw away 1200$ and got EXACTLY the same contract I had the year before. The BCTF called it a win because they didn't rip up MORE of my contract. Ridiculous. There are a few of us that believe that working to contract, doing 100% of your teaching job and nothing more (like paying for supplies out of your own pocket or EC) is the only way teachers will survive this government. What if they get re-elected again? Then what? Teachers have lost thousands to these clowns to make "statements" about the state of public education in this province. We can't keep sacrificing ourselves and our families. And in the meantime, you talk to parents about why you have to take this crappy road. Because up until this strike they mostly didn't care about the state of education, but god forbid you didn't run a Sports Day. Then suddenly they wanted to know what the hell was going on. Keep the conversation going in schools. Attend your PAC meetings and stop enabling this govt to underfund and overwork the system. And still get paid!ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:20 AM I am very excited at the prospect of returning to my beloved job on Friday. However I will NOT continue to put my personal money into my classroom and I will be seriously reconsidering my involvement in extra curriculars. I think we shoot ourselves in the foot with all the unpaid work we so willingly volunteer to do. Delete Reply FCSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:38 PM I heard a rumour last week from a loose lipped government insider that after the 22nd, depending on the outcome of the negotiations the Liberals were going to announce a 3 step process. I was not clear if this was based on 3 steps to resolve the strike (perhaps the 3rd step is legislation??) or 3 steps to overhaul the education system, either way, they will settle it outright. I wish you all luck and all the information that you need to make a sound decision of what you feel is best.ReplyDelete Replies Lisa BurrowsSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:53 PM I have heard similar rumours. On the 23rd, the gov. was planning on introducing a $6000 per year voucher system for 3 choices: an academic or trades program, or something called EducationCanada. Not clear whether their intention was to privatize the public system, de-certify teachers and hire them back under new wage/benefits. Not clear where these rumours originated from. Maybe fear tactics to get teachers to vote yes. In any event, I plan on voting yes. I signed up to be a teacher, not a martyr. This strike has cost us a lot. We need to regain our livelihood and hopefully continue the conversation about class composition. We have at least awakened many people to the issue, and the court case is still an avenue that could eventually improve teaching and learning conditions.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:33 PM I urge all teachers to fight and say NO to this deal. Retired teacher who had to retire because horrendous work conditions. Make me proud. They will not last long if you say NO! I know this is tough, but there is money and I hear that Van City does offer loan at low to 0 %. Banks do allow you to miss a mortgage payment. Go talki to your banker.Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM Will school districts require teachers to make up missed days, as suggested in the media? Will the school calendar be changing to make up for the missed three weeks and if so will we be made aware of those changes PRIOR to the vote? ReplyDelete KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:41 PM "Wages..... We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut." And that is the cost of going on strike!!! There is nothing that can be done about that. You cannot go on strike and put up the raise you want every week to compensate for your time on strike - it doesn't work that way.ReplyDelete Replies Drew StevensonSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:59 AM I believe the missing "..." Suggests that they meant to refer to the losses against inflation since the last wage step increase. Thus this contract does not allow us to recover the buying power lost to inflation since the last non contract or "0%" year. Add those up and compare against the proposed increase and you see that by the end of the contract, we won't be able to afford the same value of goods (loaves of bread, watts of energy, litres of gas) that we could at the end of the last contracts term. It was not a comment about wages that were lost in the strike. Those are really small potatoes when compared to the grinding power of inflation over years and years. The next contract will use this latest for a bench mark so these losses to inflation will grind at all teachers for as long as they teach. A death of a thousand cuts to our ability to afford basic goods and services. Any raise less than inflation is a cut to the value placed on us and on our ability to pay our bills. Delete Reply Ed SSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:09 PM Having lost $20,000 (including summer school wages) as the single income for a family of five is far too much; I will be voting YES to the deal, unless the independently wealthy teachers out there who wish to continue the strike will pay my bills and mortgage for me.ReplyDelete Replies Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:14 PM I feel ya. Yes for meDelete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:18 AM Ed S. With all due respect (and I mean that), how did you lose $20,000 in the strike? Teachers were out 2 weeks (all out) before they were supposed to be in June, and now 3 weeks for the start of school? It is my understanding that teachers don't get paid through the summer months. Please correct me if I'm wrong, wherever I'm wrong. Shouldn't you have been financially alright for the summer months at least? Also all teachers knew this strike had a possibility of extending into the new school year but no one teacher budgeted for this possibility? I'm truly just trying to get a clear picture of where this all stems. NO disrespect intended.Delete BlairSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:12 AM Kelly, not Ed but if you look at the numbers there was the 10% lockout haircut in May/June plus the loss of most of June and the loss of much of September. In our 1 teacher (1 non) household we calculated a $9 K - $10 K loss so far. If you add summer school earnings you can easily make the loss in the $20 k zone. As for budgeting, we budget for the summer, but did not expect the 10% haircut, nor the loss of June/Sept days which completely messed our budgeting calculations. A very good friend (single teaching mother) was crushed by the loss of the June income and is without a penny today.Delete Mr. SmoothSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:35 PM The only one who didn't get a haircut was Jim Iker... and he needs one more than anyone else. What's with that over-coiffed 70"s mullet Jim? Does wonders for the BCTF brand image!Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:55 PM Jim's hair is not open for discussion in a respectful space like this. As for his salary, he is a teacher who does not get paid when we are on strike.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:04 PM Totally agree!Delete Reply Mr. GSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:24 PM If I thought they could do any better I would agree with voting NO, but you have to be realistic. The BCTF does not use professionals to bargain and always ends up with much less than they promise the membership when asking for a strike vote. While this is not a great deal for teachers, I really think you're fooling yourself if you think it'll get any better.ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:02 AM BCTF needs to be replaced with younger more adept representatives and advocates. Also, we should be hiring professional contract negotiators - you don't go into battle with cut throat corporate types with a wooden knife. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:37 PM This is BAD deal! Say NO to it and show those (expletives) that we will not take it anymore! Come on! Show them that teachers have a spine! They will respect us, oddly!Delete Reply retaSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:51 PM I agree with Richard. Those in the public that are uniformed would be furious, and there are many teachers who just can't afford to use their wages as their voice any longer - too much has already been donated to the government. In my opinion, the deal is pretty lame. I am sitting on the fence.ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:24 AM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:26 AM So true!!! I cannot afford to fight this battle for public education any longer. Why is this my personal and professional obligation??? However I think this deal is weak weak weak. I also think its the best we are going to get. Ideologically I'm on the fence but my wallet will vote YES.Delete Reply SirThinksToo MuchSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:54 PM My wife and I will be voting "Yes" on Thursday for it is the middle path. The easy path would have been for us to go back to school with E-80 & E-81 over our heads. The difficult path would be for us to vote "No" and put our mortgage at risk and having to continue asking retired parents for handouts to feed a family with three kids. The middle path is the wisest choice for us considering the current political climate in which those who do not teach are the quickest to judge it harshly.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:41 PM I understand that this is really tough for you! I almost died teaching a few month ago. I had to quit. Please consider holding on and say no. Remember the short loss in salary will be offset in the LONG-RUn by better salary increase. This is a joke! They will be laughing at you even more if we accept this. This is a very bad deal! However, I do respect your position!Delete Reply DaleSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:16 AM Why would classroom conditions be better on October 9th after being legislated back? We have been outplayed because of our stubborn refusal to outdated, tired old tactics. It is because of these actions that have led us to this terrible deal. Time to reset, regroup and stock up for the long haul. Can't do it if half the members commit hara kiri on themselves. We are a union of professionals not a cult. ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:49 AM Could not agree more.Delete schreck!September 17, 2014 at 9:44 AM Could you please advise which tactics you believe could have been used to secure a superior deal?Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:47 AM Full disclosure: I'm a BC Liberal supporter. The only people who would benefit from a NO vote are the BC Liberals. Teachers would be bargaining with no leverage whatsoever and would be viewed by a large segment of the population as unreasonable. The BC Liberals then get portray themselves as the only party capable of dealing with the BCTF. schreck! says that the BCTF has the government on the ropes, but he couldn't be farther from the truth. The government wants people to view the BCTF as their primary opponent. Disputes like this just shore up the BC Liberal base and protect its right flank. Any half-baked recall campaign will only reinforce that. It's true teachers aren't going to recoup the lost wages from the strike. I would suggest to you that that means this job action was probably not in teachers' interests, especially without any sort of appreciable strike fund. This is the best deal teachers were ever going to get with this government and people should have been able to recognize that in June. If you want my advice (which you probably don't), it would be to spend the next 5 years building up a strike fund, electing better leaders, and hiring a professional negotiating team. Don't bring a knife to a gunfight and expect things to go well. Focus on getting the best deal you can from whoever the government is rather than trying to change the government, the HST, Kinder Morgan or a thousand different issues that distract from education and erode the union's finances further. You'd be doing yourself a favour, and probably doing the NDP a favour at the same time. Also, if schreck! is David Schreck, you can thank his opposition to STV for the last two BC Liberal majorities. I know I do.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:11 PM One step would be to stop making political contributions to the NDP. This only contributes to the childish animosity and lack of trust that has constantly characterized negotiations. How else can the Socreds/Liberals view teachers except as enemies when they so publicly support their opponents. This stupid confrontational immature approach has to STOP!!!!! Education should not be a political fight when it is so obviously a valuable benefit to our society. It was an NDP government that legislated teachers back to work in 1993. Stop making education a political fight.Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:10 PM I don't think they have to go that far. CUPE and the Nurses still contribute to the NDP yet they don't have the same acrimonious relationship. CUPE and the Nurses just make their members their priority, and broader advocacy second.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:55 PM Ryan (possibly a Liberal paid commenter), with all due respect, I disagree with you. The cumulative increase in lieu of this will be better. Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can. I say to Iker, ask for 6% over 3 years because these people love to play the 15% over 15 year game to make it so big on the surface. Some people think that this is 15% every year. Believe me! I have seen it in comment sections. Others believe that the 15% is too high not understanding that they must divide things over the duration of the contract. It is time that we play it smarter. It is time to put the foot down and ask for money given to us by other unions, if it is needed. Banks can accept one late mortgage payment. It would be suicidal for them to not help. Imagine the possible damage if that ever leaks out. They could lose a lot in teacher money. I for one would pull my money out of a bank in support! Teachers are going to show this government that we have a spine! Enough is enough! Aren't you tired of being treated like kids? (Retired teacher who almost died in a car accident because of work conditions that were horrendous. I had to quit.)Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 AM Not paid by the BC Liberals. I pay them actually... :/ I imagine astroturfers of any affiliation wouldn't disclose their bias. "Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can." How did that work in May 2013? If the teachers reject a contract that their own union endorsed, it will make teachers seem unreasonable. Whether that perception is true or fair is irrelevant. It's what will happen, and teachers will be weaker as a result. Take my advice. Build up a strike fund and focus on the internal governance of the BCTF for the next 6 years. You'll be better off for it. Or not. I don't mind you or others making it easier for the party I support to get elected. I'd just rather not see kids and teachers hurt in the process.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:37 AM Ah! The "don't-hurt-kids" card, hey, when you have underfunded education for 12 years! WOW! That takes the cake! Are your trolling? Oh! You are serious? :) Would you be surprised if I don't follow your advice, considering your lack of logic? Would you be surprised if others don't follow your advice? It is ttue that bullies like you and your ilks love to show who is the boss, who is the teacher now! I suspect that is at the root of the problem! No one wants to fail in school! No one wants to get the strap! Sad that today's teachers don't like it too! But, who cares, we are ... teachers! We deserve it! BAH! BAH! BAH!Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:22 PM That's fine. I look forward to another 16 years of BC Liberal government.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:41 PM 16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate! Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan! Sociopaths do that!Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 9:35 AM "16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate!" 16 years of our opponents still don't understand why they lost. Like I said, that's fine with me. If I said the Liberals would be in power for at least another 13 years back in 2004 you probably would have laughed too. Heck, if I told you on May 13 last year that the BC Liberals would be reelected on May 14 you'd probably have laughed too. And you were wrong. Why is that? Answer that question if you want the NDP to win the next election. Without a correct answer to it, the NDP's cause is hopeless. "Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan!" You feel they are flawed, and that's fine. I don't go around calling people who disagree with me sociopaths, nor do I accuse them of being paid shills. But I also don't feel much need to address your ad hominems. There are logical arguments to support your position, but argumentum ad hominem is not one of them. It's a textbook logical fallacy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 1:15 PM Ah! Now I get it! It is all ego-based! You think because you voted the winning party that you are a winner and we are losers! You think because you predicted that the Liberals would win, you are winner. That does not make YOU a winner or the Liberals! It is called DEMOGRAPHICS, you expletives. The baby boomers are getting old and because they have more assets and won't make a whole lot more for too long, they need to vote a govn't who is going to do just that! It is not rocket science! WOW! You think you are so superior when your party stole an election with 47% of the popular vote. That's not a majority and your party should not have been elected. BTW, did you delete from your ethical memory the words Ethnic voting scandal? The field is slanted and you know it. However, you are so willing to minimize, forget the scams and bad fairplay tactics like a sociopath is allowed to minimize or ignore his or victims emotions that you don't see that you are the loser, we are the victim of your constant bullying. 1% wage increases after years of 0% increases and you can justify that when Yahoo reports that the average Canadian can hope to get 2.5% this and next year: https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html You Liberals behave like fascists, but we can't call you that because that's not allowed! Well! Guess what? It is and you are. Live with it! You keep on dreaming you are a genius! :) I am retired, getting soon a nice pension, and laughing at you from a beach somewhere! AHAHA! Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 2:14 PM What's with the name calling Peter? For someone claiming to be retired you really don't show the wisdom of age. For someone who talks about logic, you use logical fallacies like ad hominems a lot too. It's a fair point that the BC Liberals didn't get a majority of the vote (and I'm a very big supporter of electoral reform). The BC Liberals + Conservatives did though, and I don't think it's realistic to expect the BC Conservatives to have been more generous had they been part of government. Last time I checked I just voted. I didn't "victimize" anyone. Perhaps your rage is misplaced. If you think the election was "stolen" I'm afraid I have to question your grasp on reality though. "Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?" I'm glad you'll have a pleasant retirement Peter. I have no ill will towards you. I'm not sure why you think I do. I'm not saying people were *right* to vote BC Liberal. That's a matter of opinion. All I'm saying is people *did* vote BC Liberal. More voted BC Liberal than BC NDP for the last 5 elections in a row actually. You need to understand why that happened in order to change it for the next election. Clearly you're not interested in that though. Which is fair enough. Just remember next time you're upset about something the BC Liberals do that your lack of interest is part of why the BC Liberals get elected at all.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 3:23 PM I love your culture --or the lack of thereof! Guess what, stop thinking averybody is white and must follow your little rules. Namecalling? Sociopath? Whaaaat? And, what if you are? Still can't call you that? :) You fascist right-wingers are big on censorship! I just don't like you giving us lessons on how to get the NDP in. As stated, people are voting right of the NDP because it is a matter of demographics and a little ethnic vote buying on the side. The rest is mumbo jombo. Yes, of course, they will have to go on strike in the future and yes they will have to build a strike fund. The Liberals stole that from the BCTF too! And, you wonder why I don't have any respect for them? Yes, electoral reform is needed! We agree!Delete Reply JJ GeorgeSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:46 AM As a parent, I support the teachers and respect whether they choose to vote yes or no. However I noticed a discrepancy here from other information I've read regarding prep time for elementary teachers. Here it states minimal improvement to prep time - only 10 minutes per week being added. Elsewhere I read that it is 100 minutes per week for prep, increasing by an additional 10 minutes in the final year. That is a significant difference, and worth noting. Or have I completely misunderstood?ReplyDelete Replies Anne-MarieSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:59 AM Elementary teachers currently have 90 minutes of preparation time per week so an increase to 100 minutes per week is only gaining 10 minutes. In other provinces and some private schools they have as much as 45 minutes of prep time per day.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:56 PM Thank you for inquiring!Delete DW ZSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:57 PM You're right JJ George. There is a significant difference around the province regarding preparation times. In my district elementary teachers currently get 100 minutes of prep time. This new proposal is useless to me. I'll have to wait 6 years to gain an extra 10 minutes. Delete Reply UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:11 AM Almost nobody gets cost of living adjustments. Also inflation is NOT 2%. Do some research and look at the CPI for BC over the last 24 months. The average over the last 2 years is 0.7%, not 2%. The CPI changes every month so you cant just look at the highest month and declare that THE inflation rate. Check out the 12 month averages document for the actual numbers. http://www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/StatisticsBySubject/Economy/ConsumerPriceIndex.aspx All that being said I support the teachers. if you think this is a bad deal as a parent my dream would be for the teachers to vote no but continue bargaining because I do think the kids need to be in school and I do fear that the teachers will lose all support if the strike continues. All I ask as a parent is that you do your own research and try not to be swayed by all the opinions. ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:01 AM Inflation for August was 2.1% (http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/economy/cpi-report-expected-to-reveal-rise-in-canadas-core-inflation-rate/article20593943/). The CPI is a year-over-year calculation.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:43 AM Inflation should be looked at as a yearly average, not an individual month.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:34 PM The lawyers do not believe we have compromised our court deal. Our leadership would not have sold us out. We dodged a bullet. The Premier had something loaded even if we are not sure what it was. The idea that we could simply return to work is not guaranteed. I think a no vote could easily lead to the Liberals locking us out again because the Premier wants to crush us and she will use any excuse. She did not want to take the advice of her people and do this deal. I am certain a plan for drastic action (where we have to take the concessions they had planned) or worse - was in place. We can't guarantee the press will do any better job explaining the complexities should we say no. They rarely sided with us in markets outside of Vancouver where people are more political and they often misled or allowed others to mislead. They are not helping and would sensationalize. This would see dissolution of support very quickly - especially if we asked for wages. (Though admittedly it angers me that we can't ask for wages without being accused of being greedy when that is what most bargaining units do). But we have argued this is about kids and while this is not ideal - it is better to have teachers than not. The deal does suck in that it does not bring us to par - but this fight needs to be won with a strategy that is political and capacity will do that in another round. We have some support - but it is limited to the choir. We need to have the pews too. We need to build that capacity while working and continue to find allies because the fight is bigger than most people want to consider. This is about ideology and about privatization. Education always was political but never more so than now and we have to fight this party or the conservatives who would do the same or worse. No teacher who is responsible can ignore the politics any longer. That is simply the truth. If you work in the system you better get informed and you better be prepared to fight until retirement for the system. That said, I want to ask the same question others are asking: Why is this the job of 42,000 teachers and not the job of all citizens who want equality to fight for this right? It is time (while the conversation is still on-going and up to and including election night) for us to guide the public where we can but mainly play our part by not propping the system up. Make poverty known. Make noise about shortfalls, ask questions (in the media or in board offices ) about who is going to fix it instead of paying ourselves, volunteer some but wait for the pubic to step up so they see what schools lack. I hate the deal too. But I trust Vince Ready and Iker and I don't think we could have done better right now. I think we dodged a bullet because I have read everything this government has put out and followed the trail. They plan to privatize and they are just looking for the route. Voting YES for now does not mean we are giving up. It does not mean a win in the way we wanted but we have won a battle that will lead to us winning the war. If we don't rest up and stock up we might not get there.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:57 PM Well, if it is bigger than just this battle, then we will need ALL the unions to strike if they do indeed use drastic (draconian) measures. I say it is time for ALL of the unions to call a general strike. I guarantee that they will not like that one bit. What will they do then? Call the army? :) People in Europe, at the end of the 19th century stood up in mines. General strikes do occur in Europe and have. If you think you had it tough, think of them who stood tall for US in tougher times and conditions. Make sacrifices. Sell furniture. Tutor on the side. Ask for the BCTF money. Ask your banker to help. As friends and relatives. If we say NO, it won't last long. If they legislate us back, let's call a general province-wide strike of all unions. Delete Reply Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:47 AM Between CC's smug smile as she celebrates slaughtered teachers and Jim Iker's goofy grin - seemingly unaware that he has been a willing puppet, I am thoroughly disgusted. Over the next 5 years, teachers will be in an increasingly bad situation financially, classrooms will continue to be too large and complex with increasing medical, social and environmental issues impacting academic delivery. It could not be less obvious that things will continue to worsen. The Liberals have ensured that BC is rapidly becoming the Canadian Monaco for rich off shore interests and wealthy corporations. Soon the underpaid "workers" will have to be bussed in daily to Vancouver - Asian style. The only recourse is to move to just about any other province and bring in up to $100,000 more over the six years with much less cost of living. So we are bailing, encouraged by friends who have gotten positions in Manitoba and Alberta. My colleagues and I discovered through contacting several school boards across Canada that specialist (special needs and behavioural) and secondary science teachers are in particular demand. I want to work in a professional, respectful environment where the needs of all children are considered a priority and where I feel inspired to do my best. However, I want my vote to reflect the wishes of teachers who will be here over the next 6 (5) years, so very much appreciate your blog and opportunity to read the comments.ReplyDelete Bert SlaterSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:11 AM To vote YES will throw away 12 years of effort, and 2 victories in BC Supreme Court. To vote YES will be to snatch defeat from the jaws of victory. If you vote YES what bargaining power do you think you will have - the government will do nothing, and then what do you think you will do - take job action? PLEASE VOTE NO.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:59 PM Time to show you have a spine!Delete Reply RodSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:06 AM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Cool HandSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 AM Wouldn't a 'No' vote be a vote of no confidence in the BCTF itself?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:02 AM Not at all. It is just a message to the leadership we need to do better. The strength of the union is the members, and we support the leadership by giving them direction through democratic means.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:40 PM I disagree. How else can a recommendation by the EC to vote yes be interpreted? Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:00 PM I am sure people will interpret this both ways, but it is a vote. If it is supposed to be a "Yes", because it might be interpreted one way, then why bother having a vote?Delete Kate TSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:07 AM Yes , it would be. I don't think we could come out much better than this with this government. How will a No obtain that? Christy will be happy, she can declare the BCTF gone and roll out her plan to privatize. Delete Reply David DeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:06 AM A no vote would be a rejection of a the court victories defied by the government and an inadequate deal containing some vague promises that won't meet the needs of teachers or students on class size and other important issues.In Ontario elementary teachers get 200 minutes of prep time per 5 day cycle. I know there is financial hardship, but the union has received close to $2 million in donations from other unions; is there no way of accessing hardship funds? At minimum, vote no and return to work on work to rule with various strike options.ReplyDelete Erica JonesSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:25 AM This article actually makes me so mad. It is NOT better for the kids that they have missed almost all of june and all of september. This is what you signed up for in BC as a teacher. Get on board or GET OUT.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:20 PM Is this really what teachers signed up for? At my high school, each class has about 30 kids, with an average of 17 kids per classroom with an identified learning disability. Our district says that there should be no more than 4 kids per classroom.. How do you expect non-specialist teachers to help each student when over half of them require more resources because of a learning disability? Furthermore, are you generalizing the "better-ness" to all the kids in BC? Because I don't think that it would be better if kids went back considering the learning environment isn't up to par. There are barely any Education Assistants, and support teachers for the multitude of children who need them. While I recognize and appreciate your enthusiasm for education, please realize that the public school system isn't a daycare. Also, please think about your words and the learning environment prior to speaking out. By the way, we're not an autocracy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:08 PM I can understand your frustration! Understand mine! I almost died at 7:30 pm one night returning from teaching a FI split class with several students who did not get enough support or no support at all. The principal expressed to me that he expected me to teach 2 different social studies programs and 2 different science programs. ANYONE I talked to knows that this is impossible to do, especially in French Immersion when kids get no support at home and books are often too hard for students to read. I had to quit my job. I did it for me and did it for the kids. I was like a surgeon who is asked to operate on 5 patients with an old scalpel with 2 inexperienced nurses. Predictably, 4 patients would die and I would be reprimanded! Teachers are put in terrible conditions and kids too. I hope you have the openmind to consider the reality of this honest personal anecdote. I also wish you to understand that this is likely not an isolated incident. What will it take? A kid to commit suicide because he or she is not getitng enough support?Delete Reply hilarySeptember 17, 2014 at 10:29 AM It is incorrect to equate lost funding with what the teachers would have received in grievances. The two are not equivalent. The starting position of the BCTF was $225M, so they never expected $3B to resolve grievances. I'm also interested to know where you get your figures on overcrowded classrooms. A recent Globe and Mail article says that classrooms are, on average, smaller than the caps set in 2002.ReplyDelete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:36 AM The signing bonus should be roughly $2500 each: 105 million divided by 41 thousand.ReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:53 AM It is not that simple. The $105 million is to be allocated by the union. The term "signing bonus" has been crossed off on the signed document. Some of that money may be used to pay union debts. Don't know this but clarification would be useful.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:16 PM Just quoting from the CBC news website, "And finally there are details of $105-million fund to settle grievances stemming from the ongoing court case. The BCTF says that money will be given out as a signing bonus, with specific amount yet to be determined."Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:34 AM I think it would be smart to put at least part of it into your strike fund.Delete Reply WheelsSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:55 AM If the money is used as a signing bonus, it should be based on FTEReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:12 PM Yes I am sure it will be based on FTE. The question is how much of the $105 Million is actually distributed. This is up to the union, and I am told that it is yet to be decided.Delete GuruSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:44 PM And don't forget all the retired teachers who are entitled to a share of it.Delete Reply Geoff OrmeSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:18 PM In another discussion of this someone suggested that under BC Labour Law a no vote means rejection of the proposed deal, and that means the strike continues until either: - the union in question elects to stand down - another tentative deal is presented or - the government imposes a legislated contract. I think the last of these is the most likely, and I believe the legislated contract would be draconian and brutal. What do you think, Tara? Also, I would appreciate your thoughts on Sandy Garossino's comments at https://storify.com/Garossino/should-teachers-accept-the-contractReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:14 PM If this is so, in a few month (likely a couple of years), teachers will win so much more with a Supreme Court judgment! It is possible that the Liberals know that the higher courts are stacked by Liberal judges (that is what happen when judges are chosen, not elected). In any case, a negative settlement (or not a great judgment) will galvinize the public to reform the way the Supreme court judges are being chosen. I doubt that any govn't will want that to happen. A legislated contract will make the LIbs look like sociopaths and dictators.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:47 PM Peter I think you are expecting far too much from the public, many of whom are only paying attention to this matter due to kids being home from school. The public are not remotely this savvy on the political process.Delete Reply IslanderSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:09 PM I am a continuing education teacher. We have it even worse and we are not listened to enough about our poor conditions. Those include no prep time (and we do have to mark and do report cards many times a year sometimes and commonly for 30 students in a class), travelling to different schools with no compensation, and having next to no breaks in between 3 hour classes. I worked for two years with no lunch break and taught 6 hours straight (just 15 min. breaks) to be told, "don't complain since there are others who will do it". We then got 15 min. breaks in between classes. Most of our students are wealthy immigrants, many who try to stay in classes as long as possible since the classes are free. After spending a year in Germany, I realize how better organized it is where the immigrants pay to learn the language on a sliding scale, and have to pay for a student book as well for each class. We do not even have text books, but photocopy so much at tax payers' expense. This is not right. I then teach summer school since we were not on a 12 month continual salary and most of those students are also immigrants (at least 75%). This is also free and it is becoming so common and the new immigrants know this is free babysitting and tutoring. I think one main problem is that we have so many new immigrants in our classes who need ESL like this article states about our inclusion style of education nowadays: http://www.vancouversun.com/life/Shelley+Fralic+trouble+with+schools/10203596/story.html I am honored to be teaching and like my job, but it does get exhausting especially since I need two or three jobs to pay the mortgage that I now no longer have.. back to renting since it all I can afford in this city that has become so expensive. And many don't realize that it is very very difficult to get to full time work as a teacher here. There was a formula that made it take about 10 years to get to f/t (now finally changed). I have been without pay for 3 months, and now had to finally rent a place in anticipation of returning to work, so I have to vote "yes", but please keep the comments coming for what alternatives we have. Maybe we have to just educate the public in a better way than picketing; maybe get out and walk around malls and talk to people and hand out pamphlets on how this liberal government is hurting this. Most Asians (probably just the new who are from such a different system) are already against the teachers since they do not seem to understand what is going on. http://www.vancouversun.com/Business/asia-pacific/Chuck+Chiang+Many+Asian+families+place+blame/10202757/story.htmlReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:17 PM First of all, myn thoughts are with you! I think your ideas about using different strategies is smart. Picketing is not a very good strategy to let people know about things. I think using the membership to flood media comment sections would be more effective. Going to talk to the public might be a good idea along with this, I think. Phone the BCTF and ask for support.Delete Reply Marsha HolleySeptember 17, 2014 at 1:36 PM A teachers wife Vote no you have come to far to back down. It is a -----Y DEAL. ReplyDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:45 PM Ask yourself WHY teachers cannot get 1/2 of the average increase in salary of the private sector? (The Libs will tell you because there are sooooooo many teachers, but I also hear that there are provinces where there is a need for teachers!) TORONTO - A new study says that Canadians, on average, can expect about the same size salary increase next year as in 2014. Human resources consultants Pal Benefits says a survey of 401 organizations, mainly in Ontario, Alberta and British Columbia, projected salary increase for 2015 at an average of 2.79 per cent. That was almost unchanged from the 2.74 per cent average increase projected in last year's survey. Meanwhile, in addition to the average salary increase remaining relatively steady year over year, the survey found that the percentage of employers who plan to freeze salaries appears to have stabilized at eight per cent —in the same percentages as was projected in 2014. Breaking down the numbers further, the survey found the average salary increase anticipated in the engineering, financial services and high technology sectors was three per cent. That compared with an average of 2.5 per cent on the low end for organizations in durable manufacturing. https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.htmlReplyDelete "Mama Rose"September 17, 2014 at 9:12 PM I used to agree with you, Tara, and appreciate you bringing these items to your blog to get us all thinking. But after a very long night and day of research and discussion, I realize I will be voting yes tomorrow. Here is why: I don't care about salary or benefit increases. That is not why I went on strike. I don't care if this tentative deal is not good for teachers. That's not why I went on strike either. For me, the single most important issue is class size and composition. I want to work in a classroom where I have enough time and resources available to me to adequately help all the students I teach. And while it is true that this tentative deal will not change anything in the classrooms right now (or at least most of our classrooms), I realized that we couldn't actually make changes in that area because the issues of cs and c is before the courts. When I made that connection and realized that this round of bargaining was really about a "good enough" agreement regarding wages, then the deal seems, well... good enough. BUT, the best part, is the language the BCTF legal team made around the furture court decision (the re-opener). They have it in writing that if we win the court case (which is likely) and when we have to start bargaining class size and comp again (that is exactly what Justice Susan Griffin said we would have to do) we will be STARTING from the 2002 levels. To make this simple to understand, I explained it to my friends using a number line. With this new language, the BCTF starts the next round of bargaining at say a 50. The government will want us to go to 10 or 15, and we'll compromise and end up maybe 25. But WITHOUT that language, we would have started bargaining at a 10 and only gone down from there. So I do believe it is the best deal possible, it still factors in the biggest issue (from my perspective), we do not lose the important gains of the past, and most importantly, everyone gets to go back to school.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 PM Mam Rose, I appreciate your point of view and your courage. However, let me point out to you and the readers that a decision at the BC supreme court might not turn out the way teachers anticipate. We all know that judges are appointed and who does the appointing? "All justices of the BCSC (including the position of Chief Justice and Associate Chief Justice) are appointed by the federal cabinet, on recommendation of the Minister of Justice. Masters are appointed by the provincial cabinet, on recommendation of the Attorney General in consultation with the Chief Justice." (Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Supreme_Court_of_British_Columbia) Now, I would like to think that all of those people are objective, but they are appointed and we know that there are political appointments. They have a lot of discretion over the laws and judgments. I am willing to bet that the BC Liberals do know this and are betitng the farm (or do they know something we don't know) that the Supreme Courts are stacked against teachers? So, I am not sure if we can count on a WIN if we proceed with the court ruling. I think we would be better to negotiate and negotiate a better deal.Delete Reply retaSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:57 AM Yes...no...yes...no...The last two days have been this. I’ve read so many articles and comments over the past few months and, I can say, I have learned a lot. I know this is not a great deal for teachers right now. I will be voting yes. This is why… 1. The children. Without going into the multiple issues (e.g., grad, post secondary, trades, sports, global education/trips, planned activities, those with varying degrees of special needs, those that need a soft place to land, etc., etc.) the children need to get on with their education. 2. The parents. For many parents, this strike is a financial burden. We do not like to be called baby sitters, but for many living below the poverty line, school is a financial relief. Winter is coming; gas bills will be expensive. 3. Poverty. Remember, BC has the highest child poverty rate in Canada. Schools feed and clothe numerous children. 4. The other systems educators work collaboratively with. MFCD, CYMH, foster parents, group homes, and the multitude of non-profit agencies that support vulnerable children and families are bursting at the seams. We are a part of that team. 5. CUPE. While some have been paid during this strike, that money is coming from districts. It was not provided by the government. And, CUPE is a partner in education - from the bus drivers to the tech dept to custodians to secretaries to EAs and so on. 6. Small Businesses. In our little towns, the school district is the number one employer. There is a direct cause-effect relationship between loss of wage and loss of business. 7. Money. The amount of money that is needed to reverse the erosion of the public education system over numerous years cannot be recouped in one sitting. This agreement is a start. It’s not much but the stage has been set. 8. THE COURT CASE. That is why we were on strike. All the other stuff could have been resolved months ago, but our government was working hard to make the court case go away. Well, it still exists. I consider that the victory. We live to fight another day (as rhetorical as that sounds) AND I hope people actually read the ruling and think critically about how a loss could impact the future of the Charter of Rights, and the power of government to contravene those rights. I am guessing we will vote to ratify as so many fear “what’s next?” from this government. It’s nasty business, and I think legislation would be next. VALUING PUBLIC EDUCATION needs to come from a STRONG, CONSISTENT public voice. If we do ratify the agreement, and those in the profession and public think we've given up, we have not. We’ve been fighting for years. We just haven’t been heard… until now. ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:21 AM I understand your point of view, but sometimes you have to fight to get what you want. This is a VERY bad deal, considering: Other people get on average 2.5% salary increases last year and this year and the next and the rest of us get 1% and must feel happy if we do.? (https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html) THIS DEAL is a horrendously BAD deal for kids/parents as well, of course. We are going to continue to be humiliated and be the laughing stock of many people of this province. After a decade of paycuts, WOW, this is what they are willing to offer! WOW! WOW! WOW!Delete Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:30 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Reply Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:37 PM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:08 PM Let's cross our fingers! I think we need a general strike by all unions if CC legislates teachers back. It is time to put the foot down and tell her and the Liberals that, as in the movie Network,"I am mad as hell and I won't take it anymore!"Delete Reply Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 8:26 PM Needs help on some stats for an online debate Looking for the last 10 or 15 years of contractual salary increases in %. So, 1% for 2001, 0% for 2002,...ReplyDelete Children FirstSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:00 PM Well it's all done now. Really hope the teacher's can find another angle to deal with class size and composition as well as student funding. The government will make sure the coming court case never swings your way no matter what. 2nd most expensive place to live in the the world!!! Wonder why and where the money goes??? ReplyDelete AnonSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 PM I'm an outsider, but have followed closely this whole fiasco and this is a RAW deal. Your union hung you out to dry on this one - taking a really bad deal (clearly no one from the BCTF had rudimentary math skills in their toolbox) and then publicly encouraging to the media that teachers accept the deal....what choice did you have - a no vote would have outraged the public. I could go on and on, but the bottom line, in my opinion, is that your union better get some stronger leaders who are PR and technology savvy. Out with Iker and the rest of those who bargained on your behalf - they just got ......well , we know that happened. Whew, can't even believe how screwed you got, absolutely amazing - nothing meaningful gained in the big picture and only very minor gains for a small group of people, bigger losses for the majority.. Wow - I better stop now. Best of luck. Thanks for all you do for our children. ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ▼  September (9) Reflections on the BC Teacher Strike BC Teacher strike - Lessons learned Response to Sandy Garossino Will the Education Fund improve classroom conditio... Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Class composition: a human rights perspective Class size and composition - a short visual histor... Guest post - I WILL HOLD THE LINE Teachers - let your leadership know it is time to ... ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=21679&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > October 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 23, Number 2, October 2010   The benefits of descriptive feedback  By Carl Walker   Our efforts to challenge and resist the provincial government’s standardized testing agenda have yielded some modest successes; however, much work remains and we are still faced with harmful testing instruments such as FSAs in Grades 4 and 7, and provincial exams in Grades 10, 11, and 12. Nonetheless, a very significant and perhaps unforeseen benefit of our campaign is the heightened awareness and understanding that teachers have of assessment techniques and practices, and the impact of this awareness on changing individual practice. In both formal and informal settings, including professional learning communities and PD, teachers across the province are now far more engaged in professional conversations about different types and purposes of assessment, including both formative and summative assessments, and appropriate feedback in these various assessment types. In reflecting on the purposes of assessment, we gain powerful insights that can transform our teaching practice in profound ways. My colleagues at Howe Sound Secondary School have had many professional opportunities over the past few years to reflect on our assessment techniques and this has definitely impacted our assessment practices. I have begun to put into practice some of these new understandings, but still have much to learn about formative assessment. Perhaps the most significant insight for me is the paramount importance of formative assessment in improving student learning. An essential component of authentic formative assessment is feedback, specifically descriptive feedback. Descriptive feedback is generally in the form of direct comments on student work, rubrics which can be developed with student input, or both. This criteria can be presented in the form of a performance standard template or rubric, and should be written in student-friendly language. Descriptive feedback should be positive in tone; it identifies what has been done well and provides specific suggestions for improvement. It is vitally important that comments stay in a descriptive, rather than judgmental or personal, mode. Comments, both positive and constructively critical, should be aligned to the criteria of the assignment. Allowing students multiple opportunities, within reason, to rewrite and edit their essays will maximize the benefits of descriptive feedback and also promote intrinsic motivation and increased student engagement in their learning. When feedback takes the form of both descriptive comments and performance standard rubrics, which allow students to monitor their work on a continuous basis, learning becomes more efficient and internalized. Furthermore, descriptive feedback that focuses on process rather than task or specific content, has been shown to be far more beneficial to student learning. While errors and misconceptions should be addressed in our feedback to students, these may not easily transfer to other assignments because they are specific to a particular task. Feedback on process provides students with information on how they have completed the task and promotes transfer to other tasks. In assessing social studies essays, I align my feedback to the performance standard rubric and emphasize “process” areas such as effective thesis statement and development, effective use of historical evidence to support thesis statements, essay organization, and effective transition between paragraphs. While time constraints of our courses do not always allow for rewrites of assignments, I have observed that process, rather than content, comments have noticeably improved subsequent student work, especially multi-paragraph assignments. I will remind my students to review their previous essays and feedback before starting their next assignment. While teachers may have a clear understanding of the distinction between judgmental and descriptive feedback, students may not. Therefore, it is vital that we provide our students with many opportunities to use descriptive feedback without a formal grade attached to the assignment. This exposure will strengthen students’ sense of control, or self-regulation, over their work, and will promote intrinsic motivation. It will help them understand that feedback which allows them opportunities to practice and improve, and is then followed by a test or assignment, will benefit their learning and raise their achievement based on the inevitable formal summative measures. Descriptive feedback is an essential component of a broader formative assessment process that also includes student involvement in assessment and a decreased reliance on summative evaluation. Our professional conversations have increasingly focused on the importance of formative assessment and its impact on improved student learning. As we continue to expand our formative assessment strategies, students will gain greater autonomy over their learning and acquire lifelong habits of mind that develop higher-level critical thinking skills, engaged in a process of continuous review and reflection of their knowledge and understandings. This may well represent the greatest benefit of formative assessment.   Carl Walker teaches at Howe Sound Secondary School, Squamish.  )
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=30417,BCTF News Releases  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources   For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development News Release Archives 2014  2013  2012    2011 2010  2009  2008 2007  2006  Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2013 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  June 28, 2013 Teachers vote 96% against government interference in bargaining    In a province-wide vote conducted June 26–28, 2013, 96% of BC teachers expressed support for their bargaining team and opposition to government interference in the negotiation process. A total of 20,664 teachers voted yes, and 898 voted no. “This overwhelming vote is like a standing ovation for our teacher bargaining team,” said outgoing BCTF President Susan Lambert. “They have made stellar efforts at the bargaining table to negotiate a fair deal for teachers and better support for students.” Lambert said the vote also sends a strong message to government to provide the necessary resources to achieve an agreement at the table, and not to intervene in the process. Talks have been under way since early February and progress was being made in an atmosphere of mutual respect. Last week the government revoked the mandate of its bargaining agent, the BC Public School Employers’ Association, and then appointed a single government negotiator, Peter Cameron. Disappointed that the first constructive round of bargaining in years had been unilaterally suspended, teachers reacted by writing en masse to Education Minister Peter Fassbender expressing their worries that his government intended to lock in a decade of deteriorating conditions in classrooms. In addition, many school boards also told the minister they wanted negotiations to continue. “We hope that Minister Fassbender understands that this strong vote and the many letters teachers have sent to him are evidence of the deep commitment we have to our profession and the tremendous determination we have to negotiate a deal at the table,” Lambert said. “More than anyone, teachers want stability in public education,” Lambert said. “We are open to a longer-term agreement. With political will in Victoria and much-needed resources at the table and in the classroom, we can achieve a negotiated solution.” -  30  - For more information, contact Nancy Knickerbocker, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell). Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/SocialJustice.aspx?id=6156&printPage=true,BCTF > The WTO and Post-Secondary Education: Implications for the Public System  	BCTF Social Justice  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Social Justice > Issues > Globalization The World Trade Organisation and Post-Secondary Education: Implications for the Public System By Marjorie Griffin Cohen Marjorie Griffin Cohen—Professor of Political Science and Women’s Studies, Simon Fraser University, British Columbia, Canada; Visiting Scholar, Hawke Institute and the Research Centre for Gender Studies, University of South Australia. This is the text of a public lecture presented by the Hawke Institute and the School of International Business delivered at the University of South Australia, Adelaide, on 7 March 2000. The original paper, The World Trade Organisation and post-secondary education: implications for the public system in Australia, was published by the Hawke Institute as Working Paper Series no. 1. Printed copies are available from the Hawke Institute at the University of South Australia. The BCTF has permission from the author, Marjorie Cohen, and the publisher, the Hawke Institute, to publish the paper on the BCTF web site. With Marjorie Cohen's permission, we have edited the report's title and deleted the introductory remarks. The remainder of the text is identical to the original version. We are very grateful to Ms. Cohen and the Hawke Institute for allowing us to reproduce the publication. THE WORLD TRADE ORGANISATION Educators throughout the world became riveted on the WTO just before the meeting in Seattle in December 1999 when US Trade Ambassador Charlene Barshefsky announced that the US specifically wanted free trade in education and health services included in the new round of negotiations. She made her case strictly in economic terms by pointing out that the existing ‘barriers’ to trade in services hurt US corporations and ‘are barriers to American exports and jobs creation’. She emphasised the importance of services trade to the US: ‘Our performance in a relatively closed world — $265 billion in services exports last year, supporting four million jobs — is simply an indicator of how much we can achieve in an open market.’ 2 The US is the world’s leader in exports of educational and training services, generating, in 1996, $7.5 billion in exports, leading to a trade surplus in this area of $6.6 billion. Higher education is the fifth largest service sector export in the US. The US position on free trade in services was alarming to Canadians (and it should be also to Australians) because it indicated that areas like education and health care, areas that are primarily in the public sector, would be the targets for increased privatisation and competition from the private sector. As I will show today, the conditions of free trade, as negotiated through the WTO, will be a serious threat to the public delivery of education. But I also want to show the ways in which the increased commercialisation of universities unwittingly brings them under the long arm of international trade agreements. THE GENERAL AGREEMENT ON TRADE IN SERVICES Until the WTO was created out of the last round of the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) in 1994, there was no multilateral agreement on services. Trade agreements historically have been mainly about reducing tariffs and eliminating other barriers to trade (such as quotas on imports) on things that were produced in one place and sold in another. Some services, like transportation, communication and financial services, have always been traded, but social services, like education and health care, have generally been too place-specific to be tradeable. As the services sectors of economies have grown, and as trade in various types of services has increased, in part because of technological changes, the rules that focused only on trade in objects were inadequate to meet the needs of service exporters. The normal identification of barriers to trade (eg tariffs and quotas) did not cover the kinds of problems service companies encountered when they tried to do business. The international corporations that exported services demanded and worked for new trading rules that would foster new international markets in services. 3 In the last round of international trade negotiations that established the WTO, an enormous first step was made toward a comprehensive agreement on international trade in services. This occurred through a document called the General Agreement on Trade in Services (GATS). 4 This agreement in principle covers all services, including health and education services. The WTO literature explaining the GATS indicates the enormous scope of this agreement. It is not only the first multilateral agreement to ‘provide legally enforceable rights to trade in all services’, but, even more significantly, it is also the world’s first multilateral agreement on investment. As the WTO literature explains, ‘it covers not just cross-border trade but every possible means of supplying a service, including the right to set up a commercial presence in the export market’. 5 The kinds of rights that corporations in general would have received through the Multilateral Agreement on Investment (MAI), had it not failed as a result of international public action, can be granted to investors in services through the existing GATS. Only when a service is provided entirely by a government does it fall outside the GATS rules. Since most education systems have some private providers involved or some level of commercialisation, virtually all systems could be affected by the GATS in some way. Some analysts argue that any institution that requires the payment of fees (even a public one) would fall within the category of ‘commercial activity’ and would be covered by the GATS as it currently exists. 6 The GATS applies to services like education in two distinct ways. First, it provides a general framework of obligations that applies to all countries in the WTO. This framework stipulates that there should be no discrimination in favour of national providers (the national treatment principle) and that there should be no discrimination between other members of the agreement (the most-favoured-nation, or MFN, principle). Secondly, the GATS identifies the specific commitments of member nations, indicating on a sector-by-sector basis the extent to which foreigners may supply services in the country. There are certain basic principles that all countries must follow, although the extent to which some services, such as education, are fully open to free trade has been a matter of individual choice of nations. In this sense, the GATS has been, in part, a voluntary agreement in which countries can decide, through ‘request–offer’ negotiations which service sectors they will agree to cover under GATS rules. This is the good news about GATS, ie, that it is a voluntary agreement. So far, Australia has committed itself to some aspects of free trade in higher education, but they are neither substantial nor threatening to public education. (Neither the US nor Canada signed on to any aspects of free trade in education in the initial GATS round, although this is clearly changing.) This voluntary nature of the GATS is a very important feature which business service organisations and the US government have placed high on their priority list of things to change. Basically, it is too slow and cumbersome. When the Seattle meeting of the WTO ended without any agreement over the negotiating agenda for the next few years, a collective sigh of relief was heard from many sources. At the very least, there was a sense that whatever changes happened at the WTO would be slow in coming and there would be time to analyse issues and organise resistance to the most odious plans. This time to analyse and organise was critical for eliminating the MAI. However, negotiations on free trade in educational services have already begun. This is because the GATS initial agreement provided for continuing negotiations in services, or what is often referred to as a ‘built-in agenda’ to liberalise services. 7 Sectoral agreements have already been reached on information technology (December 1996), telecommunications (February 1997) and financial services (December 1997). The deliberations over free trade in these areas received very little public scrutiny and have proceeded without controversy. The new negotiations for services, through the Council for Trade in Services, began at the end of February 2000. These negotiations have been specifically charged to ‘achieve a progressively higher level of liberalization [which shall] be directed to the reduction or elimination of the adverse effects on trade in services … as a means of providing effective market access’. 8 TRADE IN EDUCATION In preparation for the ongoing negotiations in services, the WTO produced a background paper that explains trade in education services and begins to identify some of the barriers to increased access to markets by private education companies. 9 Education services are identified in five main categories based on the traditional structure of the sector: Primary education includes the normal notion of primary education and pre-school education services, but excludes child day care services and adult literacy programs. Secondary education services include high school education, technical and vocational education, and school-type services for handicapped students. Higher education includes two distinct groups: one relates to the teaching of practical skills in post-secondary, sub-degree technical and vocational education institutions and the other deals with more theoretical educational services provided by universities, colleges and specialised professional schools. Adult education refers to all education services that are not in the regular school and university systems. This includes both general and vocational subjects, literacy programs, and any education services delivered by correspondence or broadcast. It excludes any programs delivered through the regular education system. Other education services include anything not mentioned elsewhere, with the exception of recreational matters. 10 The WTO has identified four main categories of trade in education that receive legal protection through GATS: Cross-border supply of a service includes any type of course that is provided through distance education or the internet, any type of testing service, and educational materials which can cross national boundaries. Consumption abroad mainly involves the education of foreign students and is the most common form of trade in educational services. Commercial presence refers to the actual presence of foreign investors in a host country. This would include foreign universities setting up courses or entire institutions in another country. Presence of natural persons refers to the ability of people to move between countries to provide educational services. 11 In each of these categories, barriers to trade have been identified. This has been part of the built-in, ongoing agenda of the GATS. The WTO was helped in this exercise of identifying barriers by an organisation called the Global Alliance for Transnational Education (GATE). GATE is primarily an organisation of private, for-profit education providers dedicated to trade liberalisation. Its vision statement identifies its purpose: ‘GATE is dedicated to fostering access to quality higher education resources on a global basis, focusing on transnational education.’ 12 GATE is currently conducting a cross-national survey in order to identify restrictive practices related to cross-border educational services that go beyond those currently listed in the WTO background paper. The kinds of restrictive practices already identified by the WTO are instructive of the actions that will be the target for change. The main point to be taken from this list is that many of the practices that are identified as barriers to trade are considered normal and necessary in order to maintain public systems of education. Barriers to Establishing a Commercial Presence: The inability to be recognised as a degree or certificate-granting educational institution. The WTO background notes give as an example the fact that in many countries foreign education providers are allowed in the market, but they are not legally recognised as universities. The granting of degrees is restricted to domestic institutions. The document also points out that students enrolled in these foreign institutions, because of their differential status, often do not qualify for the kinds of subsidies that students in nationally based institutions receive, ie, ‘student transportation passes and financial assistance’. Measures that limit direct investment by foreign education providers. This includes equity ceilings that limit the size of foreign establishments. National requirements. This could include any national requirements for setting up an institution or courses, receiving government grants, or any other advantages that are granted to nationally based education service providers. Needs tests. This refers to restrictions on the type or quantity of services, or eligibility for services provided, according to a government’s assessment of what is needed. If a government, for example, discovered that the increased education of a specific type of professional, such as doctors, put unnecessary financial pressure on the public system, any attempt to correlate education with public needs could interfere with the rights of foreign educators to gain a commercial presence. Restrictions on recruiting foreign teachers. The WTO specifically identifies as problematic national requirements for teachers and board members in Greece and the way in which France limits the inflow of foreign professors through regulations about length of stay, payments of taxes and needs tests. The existence of government monopolies. This is the most intrusive of all of the ‘barriers’ identified by the WTO. Most forms of education are supplied through government monopolies that could be seen as barriers to the establishment of a commercial presence for foreign education providers. This issue will be discussed at length in the next section. High government subsidisation of local institutions. This ‘barrier’ appears to address the issue of government subsidies to domestic private education providers that are not available to foreign education providers. As will be discussed below, this ‘barrier’ could also apply to subsidies to public institutions in certain circumstances. Barriers inhibiting consumption abroad This list of barriers focuses on measures that restrict the mobility of students. As the background paper notes, at this stage the bulk of trade in education services takes place through the education of foreign students. The US, France, Germany and the UK are the leading ‘exporting’ countries of this type of education service. The barriers to student mobility include: Direct restrictions that limit the ability of students to study in other countries through immigration and visa requirements or currency controls. Indirect barriers, including the difficulties encountered in translating degrees into national equivalents. Unequal access to resources for students. Some of these barriers to trade are unnecessary restrictions on the movement of persons and efforts to redress these issues of access are likely to receive sympathy from the higher education community. The issue of degree equivalencies is one that needs to be resolved in an international arena, as are issues related to visa requirements and immigration controls. The important point, however, is the way in which the removal of these barriers to ‘consumption abroad’ is applied in distinct circumstances. For example, any country that highly subsidises students may find a requirement to provide equal access to these resources to students from another country an intolerable strain on public finances. The result could be the elimination of public subsidies to all students. Barriers related to cross-border supply of a service: Restrictive use of national satellites or receiving dishes. Restrictions on certain types of educational materials. Needs tests. In some countries the issue of needs tests and restrictions on certain types of educational materials are closely related. Smaller countries frequently attempt to consciously foster their own country’s research and education materials as a way of having students taught information germane to the country. The preference of educators for nationally produced education materials could be viewed as an inhibition of the cross-border supply of a service. Barriers related to the presence of ‘natural persons’: Needs tests. Different approval processes for national and foreign educational providers. Difficulties in recognition of foreign educational credentials. Visa difficulties. Some of the issues raised in this identification of barriers to the movement of natural persons are issues that deserve to be considered more thoroughly. For example, the difficulties foreign educators, particularly from third world countries, encounter in having their education credentials recognised needs to be addressed in wealthy countries. However, removing some of the other ‘barriers’ identified here would be much more intrusive and could undermine the nature of the public education system. The issue of access to jobs and resources in the education field is an area that has been hotly contested in the past in some countries. When the university system was growing rapidly in the 1960s and 1970s, the disproportional presence of professors from the UK and the US in universities in former colonial countries tended to crowd out those who were educated within these countries. Some countries give hiring preference to nationals and immigrants. Accessibility to jobs in all countries for foreign educators will be especially important in private institutions and those areas of public institutions that are privately funded or have a commercial presence. Also, as more foreign education institutions establish a commercial presence, it is likely that they will want to import their own educators. IMPLICATIONS FOR THE PUBLIC SYSTEM Free trade in education services will affect the higher education system in distinct ways, depending on the results of the trade negotiations and what the position of various governments is in these negotiations. In what follows, examples of the kinds of restrictions that will be placed on the public system will be given for two distinct cases. One is if a country simply signs on to the total range of the existing GATS rules for higher education. The other will be to examine some of the consequences of removing the barriers to trade in education services that have been identified by the WTO. Existing GATS rules A commitment to fully cover educational services under the existing GATS rules would require that foreign educational service providers be guaranteed access to the educational market. This includes the right to invest within the country (establish a commercial presence), to provide services to Australians from abroad (cross-border supply), to provide services to Australians travelling abroad (consumption abroad), and to send educators and salespersons into Australia on a temporary basis (presence of natural persons). All the distinct ‘modes of supply’ of educational services would be available to foreign education providers intending to provide education services to Australians. Governments would be required to give degree-granting authority to foreign educational service providers and to ensure that non-governmental bodies that exercise delegated governmental authority, such as teachers colleges or professional associations, recognise degrees and diplomas granted by foreign educational service providers. Foreign higher educational institutions now operate in other countries on a relatively small scale. For example, Phoenix University, a US-based private education service operating in British Columbia, targets part-time and older students for US undergraduate degrees. These are bare-bones operations that rely heavily on part-time, minimally paid teaching staff. They are not research institutions and do not provide the range of services that public universities do. They are commercial, for-profit enterprises. It is certainly conceivable that there could be some prejudice against these degrees that would devalue their worth. This could lead to demands for the right of these institutions to grant country-specific degrees or the right for their students and graduates to receive the same treatment as graduates of the public universities where they operate. Governments would also be required to provide foreign educational service providers with the same grants, financial assistance and other advantages that they provide to like educational service providers. In the same vein, any preferential tax treatment for like schools, universities, colleges and other educational institutions would either have to be eliminated, or also given to foreign educational service providers. These requirements that ‘like’ institutions be treated the same would appear to protect the public system because governments would only need to support foreign educational providers to the extent that they support ‘like’, that is, private, educational providers. The problem, however, is that increasingly public institutions of higher education are becoming commercialised in that they are entering into direct competition with the private sector in the financing and delivery of education services. This commercialisation of certain aspects of public institutions make them more ‘like’ private ones. The consequences of this are extremely important for the interpretation of trade rules and, as public institutions come into competition with private providers through their commercialised activities, ‘like’ treatment can be claimed by their foreign competitors. 13 Public grants or tax incentives for research and development by educational institutions would be problematic, as would any requirement that people within the country be given preferential access to the benefits of that publicly supported research and development. Any residency requirements that stipulated that first preference for teaching positions be given to nationals or immigrants would need to be eliminated. Also, any government-provided student loans, bursaries and other financial aid to students attending foreign educational institutions or taking courses from such institutions would need to be provided on the same basis as to students attending public institutions. Signing on to the existing GATS in higher education would substantially affect the public nature of higher education. While some aspects of these changes may meet the approval of the education community, these changes are not ones that will be made by education bodies themselves. Once these issues are codified in the GATS, any changes will be a matter settled through dispute settlement mechanisms at the international level, not by negotiations within a country. Eliminating ‘barriers’ If the new round of negotiations succeeds in eliminating the barriers to free trade in education identified by the WTO, the private sector will receive enormous power to undermine the public delivery of educational services. One specific ‘barrier’ in the WTO background paper that is particularly alarming is the identification of ‘the existence of government monopolies’. The underlying philosophy of trade liberalisation in international trade agreements is that, whenever something can be provided by the private sector, conditions should exist so that this can occur. These agreements are about creating and expanding private markets and, whenever possible, identifying and eliminating government actions which hinder the growth of the private sector. Clearly whenever governments operate in what is, or potentially could be, a ‘market’, their actions are ‘barriers’ to the creation of private markets and, therefore, need to be controlled. How would the elimination of government monopolies in higher education be carried out? This is an important question because it is highly unlikely that any countries would agree to direct attacks on their public education systems, if only because of the political risks involved. Something more subtle than a direct attack will need to occur at the bargaining table to get governments to agree to the control of government monopolies. The international corporate world has had considerable experience in honing effective, gradual steps to secure a firm base in undermining services in the public sector. The most striking examples in the US are in the privatisation of electricity, and, even more spectacularly, the private control of prisons and social welfare programs. It is a privatisation process whose trajectory is familiar and successfully adopted in other countries throughout the industrialised world. The first step is usually an overall attack on the funding of public institutions, by claiming that taxpayers can no longer afford to support overblown public institutions. As public institutions become weaker because of under-funding they either no longer perform well, and therefore lose public support, or they pursue other funding sources. Our universities are doing this through, for example, high user fees in certain programs, appeals for private corporate financing for research and even whole programs, and by becoming more entrepreneurial in foreign markets. These public–private initiatives steer universities toward corporate approaches to education, and, as a result, bring the universities under the rules of private trading structures. 14 The other method that the private sector uses effectively is to make sure it can tap into the money the government spends on education. As with the health care industry, private educators are acutely conscious of the vast sums of public money spent by governments on the public service. The private educators certainly are not objecting to governments paying for education services. What they want, rather, is to have this government spending directed toward the private sectors, much in the way that private prison and welfare service providers in the US rely on government funding to buy their services. The trade agreements are a crucial step in this direction because they can enable the private sector to insist on a ‘level playing field’ in the education market. Obviously in any country where publicly funded university education is of a high quality and relatively inexpensive, students will not rush to enrol in expensive private universities. As the WTO’s background paper notes, there are questions about ‘whether higher education can be profitable for private investors without public subsidies’. 15 The task for the private education industry is to organise things in such a way that governments are forced to provide subsidies for private education. 16 Generally, when the private sector begins identifying a specific area for privatisation that has long been in the public sector, it gets a toehold in the area through some marginal activity in the industry. The strategy subsequently is to complain about the existence of government monopolies and the difficulties of trying to maintain a business. The usual charge is that the public sector can provide the service cheaper than private providers can under normal commercial conditions because the public sector is subsidised by tax dollars. When this reasoning is established, that is, that government-funded institutions have an unfair advantage, the trade agreements can support the private sector’s claim to access to money in distinct ways. The most obvious is to ensure that the private sector be eligible for ‘like’ treatment when it comes to government subsidies. Understanding the way in which the public sector is treated in trade agreements gives some insight into the potential impact of removing ‘government monopolies’ in education. The international trade agreement that has gone furthest in granting power to control public monopolies is the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA). This document is important not just because it spells out in detail behaviour for government monopolies in goods and services, but also because it is a framework document for negotiating services agreements in the wider international arena. The following are the requirements for governments for the regulation and supervision of both private and public monopolies. They must ensure that the monopoly provides non-discriminatory treatment to investment of investors, to goods and to service providers of another Party in its purchase or sale of the monopoly good or service in the relevant market: and Does not use its monopoly position to engage, either directly or indirectly … in anti-competitive practices in a non-monopolized market in its territory that adversely affect an investment of another Party, including through the discriminatory provision of the monopoly good or service, cross-subsidization or predatory conduct. 17 These are strong clauses that greatly inhibit the ability of public institutions to provide educational services in educational markets that are now in the private sphere, as many universities and colleges are now attempting to do. The clause about cross-subsidisation is particularly significant because virtually any commercial activity a university undertakes independently of its main function of public education could be identified as an unfair trade practice if it is in any way supported by the university. Even a common administrative structure could be identified as a cross-subsidy. The most important requirement in the behaviour of monopolies, however, is that any monopoly, even if it is a government monopoly, must behave according to commercial objectives. NAFTA states that any monopoly must act ‘solely in accordance with commercial considerations in its purchase or sale of the monopoly good or service in the relevant market, including with regard to price, quality, availability, marketability, transportation and other terms and conditions of purchase or sale’. 18 The text defines ‘in accordance with commercial considerations’ to mean any action which is ‘consistent with normal business practices of privately held enterprises in the relevant business or industry’. The main point to make from this is that post-secondary public education is not run mainly ‘in accordance with commercial considerations’. The objectives of the post-secondary system are varied, but its very existence in the public sector means that it is not primarily a profit-generating system. The wording in the NAFTA text is present precisely because, in the absence of similar objectives, the cross-comparison between public and private education is difficult to make. However, with the requirement that the objectives of all monopolies be commercial, the justification for equal treatment seems more rational. The requirement that public institutions behave as commercial enterprises and have profit making as their primary objective can be imposed through two routes. As the public sector becomes increasingly involved in commercial actions, the NAFTA rules can be invoked. Also, it is highly conceivable that NAFTA-type rules regarding monopolies could be negotiated through the GATS negotiations. The intention of this type of language is clearly to encourage the increased commercialisation of the public sector in areas that are now relatively closed. Another way in which the government monopoly in education could be undermined is in the way that an ‘investor’ is defined by the WTO. During the negotiations for the MAI, for example, attempts were made to define an ‘investor’ very widely so that it would include those operating for-profit and non-profit organisations as well as government-owned entities. If educators in the post-secondary system come to be defined in this way all kinds of normal practices could be challenged as unfair competition. For example, many countries require that recipients of research awards be citizens or have immigrant status. It could be possible for ‘investors’ in post-secondary education from a foreign country to claim that this discriminates against investment rights. WHAT IS NEXT? When US Trade Representative Charlene Barshefsky attended the APEC conference recently, she identified what she called ‘the single greatest threat to the multilateral trading system’, as being ‘the absence of public support for that system and for those policies which have created that system’. 19 She and other government officials around the world are determined that the public must change its collective mind. Public actions over the MAI and the WTO Seattle meeting indicate that public pressure can be effective in allowing people’s interests to be heard in the international arena. At the very least these actions slow down the pace of international deep integration and give supporters of the public domain time to analyse events and understand their own interests in what is a complex array of negotiations. For supporters of public education the continued monitoring of negotiations and informing the public about their potential impact is extremely important. As a first step, all educators should place considerable pressure on their governments to refrain from signing on to the existing GATS in education. While this is an initial step to protect public education, it may not be a sufficient step as the GATS negotiations proceed. This is because the voluntary nature of the GATS is a feature of the negotiating process that business services and the US government have high on their list of things to change. The existing process of each nation deciding, on a detailed sector-by-sector basis, which types of services will be opened to free trade is perceived as being a very slow way to bring areas like education and health care services under trade laws. The US government and private service organisations specifically want a more efficient negotiating structure than the request–offer process, and are pursuing a comprehensive agreement that is binding on all members. Some analysts anticipate early results from the built-in negotiations on services that began at the end of February because there is a high degree of consensus on the need for liberalised services through the GATS, unlike on issues like agriculture. 20 Even developing countries have not raised significant opposition to an expanded services agenda. In part, this is because there are fewer domestic industries to protect in developing countries and because the public services have deteriorated so substantially that it is difficult to mobilise public support to protect them. Also, some developing countries, such as India, are beginning to export services like software programming. Sinclair identifies the Draft ministerial text from Seattle as an indication of the degree of consensus on services negotiations. While the draft text has no legal effect, it stipulates that ‘no service sector or mode of supply shall be excluded a priori’, from negotiations and calls for ‘horizontal’ approaches to the negotiations. 21 This indicates that all types of services will be under consideration for negotiation and that broad rules which apply across all sectors will be sought, making it harder to protect specific services like education and health. In contrast, others maintain that there is little consensus on services issues and that the new GATS negotiations will focus on processes, rather than on meaningful substantive issues. This implies that services will not be easily negotiated and, therefore, will not move ahead quickly. 22 A slower agenda will be good news for those concerned about protecting public education. However, if broad language is used to cover a wide band of services, specific discussions about free trade and education may not receive much attention. Educators need to be wary of claims that we are worse off with the absence of specific language on issues. It is true that the WTO can affect education in a variety of different ways, even in the absence of a specific agreement, but it will be worse if education services, or some aspects of them, are specifically included. Educators also need to guard against the strategies of ‘gradualism’ that might be used to secure a minimal type of agreement that can be accepted by all countries. The US Coalition of Service Industries (the organisation that was influential in getting the US to initiate a services agreement in the Uruguay round) anticipated difficulties in securing open trade in all services in the new round of negotiations. It specifically advocates the ‘horizontal’ approach to rule across all sectors. Its president gave an example of how something simple, like ‘national treatment’, if applied across all sectors, works to the benefit of private service providers. The usual practice now in trade agreements which cover some aspect of public services, such as NAFTA, is for governments to specifically list the programs and practices they want exempted from the agreement. These exceptions to the agreements offer, at best, temporary protection for the public sector because they only protect existing measures and prevent new government programs from being initiated. That is, current policy is frozen and all new measures must conform to the trade agreements. But most problematic is that these lists of exceptions to the trade agreements identify targets for subsequent rounds of negotiations. As the president of the US Coalition of Service Industries noted, any minimal agreement in GATS would at least get countries to list the areas they wanted protected under each service. He stated that this would be ‘useful as a transparency exercise, forcing countries to demonstrate explicitly their laws and practices that are trade restrictive’. 23 SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION The failure of the Seattle meeting of the WTO to agree on an agenda for negotiating issues over the next few years was a victory for those who want to slow the process of globalisation. This does not mean, however, that all negotiations for trade liberalisation have ceased. Because of the negotiating process on services that was built into the GATS, negotiations on trade in services have already begun and are, for the most part, occurring without public scrutiny. In education services, negotiations will proceed for all levels of education, although the prime target for free trade appears to be higher education services. In education, the so-called ‘barriers’ to trade that have been identified by the WTO are all ‘subsidies’ to the public system that restrict the ability of private providers to compete for students. These barriers include the existence of government monopolies, the inability to be recognised as a degree-granting institution, restrictions on recruiting foreign teachers, and high government subsidies to local institutions. This paper has explained why it would not be possible for an agreement on free trade in education to leave the public system intact. Rather, the kinds of measures that will provide market access for private educators will require substantial changes in the ways in which the public system operates. Opportunities exist for those interested in the public delivery of education to affect the outcomes of the current negotiations. Many countries did not sign onto the 1994 GATS agreement on education and, while the mood of governments now appears to have changed, there is still room for the public to influence the ultimate position of the government. The rush to open all markets to free trade presents serious and substantial threats to the very existence of a vigorous public education system in the future.   TABLE I Summary of Specific Commitments: Education Services Countries Primary Secondary Higher Adult Other Australia   X X   X Austria X X   X   Bulgaria X X   X   Congo RP     X     Costa Rica X X X     Czech Republic X X X X X European Community X X X X   Gambia X     X X Ghana   X     X Haiti       X   Hungary X X X X   Jamaica X X X     Japan X X X X   Lesotho X X X X X Liechtenstein X X X X   Mali       X   Mexico X X X   X New Zealand X X X     Norway X X X X X Panama X X X     Poland X X X X   Rwanda       X   Sierra Leone X X X X X Slovak Republic X X X X X Slovenia   X X X   Switzerland X X X X   Thailand X X   X   Trinidad and Tobago     X   X Turkey X X X   X USA       X X Total Number of Schedules 21 23 21 20 12   ________________________________ 2 Charlene Barshefsky, 'Services in the trading system', speech given at the World Services Conference, Washington DC, 19 June 1999. [back] 3 The Canada-US Free Trade Agreement (FTA) was the first major international bilateral agreement to include services. The subsequent North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) between Mexico, Canada, and the US replicated the FTA provisions on services and serves as a model for WTO negotiations. [back] 4 When the GATS was negotiated and then added to the GATT, the WTO was created. [back] 5 WTO, 'The design and underlying principles of the GATS', http://www.wto.org/wto/services/services.htm (Dead link as of Apr.2, 2001. Unable to locate the document on the WTO web site.). [ back] 6 Richard Langlois, The WTO and the Millennium Round: what is at stake for public education?, Education International, Brussels, 1999, p 7. [back] 7 Article XIX of the GATS provides for the ongoing negotiations: In pursuance of the objectives of this Agreement, Members shall enter into successive rounds of negotiations, beginning not later than five years from the date of entry into force of the WTO Agreement and periodically thereafter, with a view to achieving a progressively higher level of liberalization. [back] 8 Ibid.[back] 9 The information which follows is from WTO, Council for Trade in Services, 'Education services: background notes by the Secretariat', 23 September 1998, http://docsonline.wto.org/gen_search.asp (enter S/C/W49 in the Document Symbol window to download the document). [ back] 10 Ibid, Table 9. [back] 11 'Natural persons' are human beings. The term is used to differentiate people from 'legal' or 'juridical' persons, terms that can apply to corporations as well as human beings. [back] 12 Its website further explains its mission (see http://www.edugate.org): Committed to developing and promoting transnational education as a viable means of delivering education to the world population, GATE plans to involve country accreditation parties, college and university bodies, commercial institutions, multinational corporations, and government agencies to face the challenge of evaluating degree programs and other academic standards from countries around the world. [ back] 13 It should be noted that the claim of discriminatory treatment could only be made by foreign competitors. [back] 14 The ability of the private sector to dominate university priorities through this process is obvious. One example of this at Simon Fraser University in British Columbia is the recent establishment of a program of Scottish Studies. This occurred only because wealthy Scots in the community wanted it to happen. It was not a priority of the university in the three-year planning process (as was a centre for Race and Gender Studies), but, because someone would fund it, the university very rapidly acquired a program in Scottish Studies. [back] 15 WTO, 'Education services: background notes', p 9. [back] 16 The attempt to introduce the voucher system in the school system is a similar exercise. [back] 17 NAFTA, Chapter 15, Article 1502. [back] 18 Ibid. [back] 19 Shawn MacCarthy, 'Public must be persuaded open markets are beneficial', Globe and Mail, 10 September 1999.[back] 20 Scott Sinclair, What happened in Seattle? What's next in Geneva, Ottawa, CCPA, 2000. [back] 21 WTO, Draft ministerial text, 3 December 1999, paragraph 28. [back] 22 Anonymous government official, presentation to Canadian Center for Policy Alternatives Working Group on Trade, Ottawa, January 2000. [back] 23 Robert Vastine, President, US Coalition of Service Industries, 'Services 2000: innovative approaches to services trade liberalization' in Symposium on the Agenda for the Next WTO Negotiation, organised by Japan External Trade Organization, Tokyo, 13 May 1998. [ back])
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "#FunFriday Fact: #BC has the highest small business employment in Canada. October is Small Business Month! Check out: http://t.co/20bcLmlvFP" @bcliberals - 03:55pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=17594,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 5, March 2009  Public education is repeating history By Henry Armstrong Public schools in British Columbia may well reflect the negative impact of political wars. There are two major events worthy of note in these wars: Expo 86 and Olympics 2010. When governments undertake costly megaprojects, investments in education and healthcare are the first political sacrifices. Real funding of public schools was reduced annually, and three times in one year, preceding Expo. The morale of public school staff was reaching new lows. In an effort to counter the negative impact of the political wars, the school boards of the province acted to inject some creative and positive forces by sponsoring a World Congress on Education and Technology to run with Expo 86. In May 1986, educators and technologists from 57 nations came together at BC Place. This was accomplished without the invited support of politicians or the managers of Expo. Their apathy can be explained only as North American arrogance and delusions of superiority. After all, we were world leaders; what could we gain from such an undertaking? I had the privilege of leading a staff of professionals to plan and market the congress. We created a blue-ribbon panel of international educators and technologists to participate. Many of us learned humility from this experience. Australia was leading the world in the use of technology to level the playing field of learning for students who were physically challenged. It was ahead in many other areas of developing software for effective learning. The United Kingdom was providing leadership in educating software programmers and was sending its professors to teach in India. European universities were able to add resources for the Congress. Japan provided analyses for the critical evaluation of applications for teaching. Northern Europe was a generation ahead of us in wireless technology. When we update this international evaluation in 2008 we find some challenging truths. India has moved from the role of learner to that of teacher, and is providing the software for Singapore to teach math and science. South American countries now are appearing on the landscape. Uruguay has accepted a charitable offer to provide laptops to all students. Venezuela has recognized that teaching of the arts is necessary for learning creative skills, and is providing massive funding for musical instruments. Recently, a large orchestra of Venezuelan students gave an outstanding performance at the Royal Albert Hall in London. Meantime, back in BC, political myths of equal opportunity are being exploded every day. Reductions continue in real classroom funding. Parents have to fund what is provided free to all public school students in South America. The quantity and quality of classroom supplies depends on the fundraising abilities of parent groups. Class sizes are in breach of the spirit of legislation that was imposed following the last teachers’ strike. Our pre-Olympic classrooms have deteriorated more since the classrooms doldrums of Expo 86. Many educators are retiring on the first day they are eligible to receive reduced pensions. Politicians on both extremes, continue to take their toll. Students are not allowed to bring laptop computers into some schools’ classrooms because “this would give rich kids an unfair advantage.” Yet, a music program is provided in the same schools for rich kids who can afford to buy instruments. In some schools where parents have bought classroom computers, the school board has removed them because, “the school board could not afford to buy computers for all classrooms.” Excitable politicians continue to raise irrelevant issues and have started a new war on teachers demanding they teach to tests. Yet, they are unaware of, or choose to ignore, the exciting work of our teachers. Our hopes for the future lie with teachers who can ignore the politics and continue with the rewarding processes of learning. Some are using technology and trying to overcome the disadvantages of overcrowded classrooms. Some are using technology to meet the changing abilities and motivations of a shifting mix of student needs. Students at Grade 3 reading levels are using computers to write tests on Grade 7 science texts. A student suffering from advanced Cerebral Palsy, who can only answer questions by raising or lowering her eyes, is able to use a computer using the technology that we learned from the Australians in 1986. Parents, teachers, and those who represent them must develop the political will to sanction those who use the media to damage our public schools and the children they serve. Should we fail, our children and grandchildren will be disadvantaged severely in our global village. Dr. Henry Armstrong is retired executive director, BC School Trustees Association (1973–90), executive director, World congress on Education and Technology (1983–86). Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13164&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 1999 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 11, Number 6, April 1999 How grass roots beat deep pockets by Dan Blake It was a classic David and Goliath story, or, in a more contemporary vein, a story of how grass roots organizing won out over deep pockets. The deep pockets belong to the Youth News Network (YNN). YNN offers interested secondary schools about $200,000 worth of technology (TVs, software, computers, VCRs, video cameras,and a satellite dish) in exchange for a guarantee that 90% of the students in the school will watch a 12.5-minute news broadcast, which includes 2.5 minutes of commercials. YNN says that it needs to sign up 200 schools by September 1999, when broadcasting of the news program begins. At $200,000 per schools, that’s 40 million dollars up front before YNN can earn any money from advertising. Deep pockets indeed. The grass roots are the parents, teachers, community organizations, and concerned individuals from Halifax to Sechelt, who, through the Internet, have built a groundswell of opposition to the sale of our kids’ minds to the highest bidder. John Pungente, president of the Canadian Association of Media Education Organizations (CAMEO), has been in the forefront of organizing the resistance. Since the current initiative (YNN attempted to get into the public school system in 1992 and in 1995, but both were turned back by the same coalition of parents, teachers, and community organizations) came to light in January 1999, Pungente has issued 80 bulletins to 50 individuals and organizations. On some days, Pungente has issued as many as three bulletins, each one three pages long. Erika Shaker, of the Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives, has provided invaluable research on the personalities and corporate structure of Athena Educational Partners, the latest incarnation of YNN. The CCPA research has revealed that there is really only one “partner” in Athena and that’s YNN. One of the other so-called partners is Gage Publishing, a major supplier of textbooks to elementary schools across Canada. I spoke recently with Chris Bessie, president of Gage Publishing, and expressed my concern with the company(!) he was keeping. He quickly assured me that his only relationship with Athena is that of a supplier of software. He explained that his company is anxious not to alienate its established customers. YNN’s strategy is clear: surround yourself with credible business “partners” (read suppliers) in a desperate effort to make yourself palatable to the educational community. YNN also lists the company that supplies the satellite dishes as a “partner.” This latest YNN initiative serves to crystallize the moral question around corporate involvement in public education. Corporate involvement is primarily self-interested involvement. For example, Coca Cola agrees to pay a school a certain amount of money in exchange for exclusive rights to market its product to the students (consumers) in the school. Given the fact that schooling is compulsory, we are, in effect, compelling students to be the subjects of a marketing campaign. The students will be confronted by strategically placed vending machines in the cafeteria and hallways. They will probably have corporate logos painted on their gym walls. They may also be wearing school team uniforms with the same corporate logo, and if they are students at the last school at which I taught, they may even see some of their teachers wearing sweatshirts with that ubiquitous logo on the front. It certainly lends new meaning to the old invocation, “Look up at the teacher!” From Coca Cola’s (and other corporations, too) point of view, this is not just about selling product. This is also about building a customer base. Marketing research has shown that customers who “bond” early with a product are more likely to stick with that product when they become adults. The advertising trade journals are shamelessly frank about their eagerness to market to young people. The Canadian Teachers’ Federation’s Heather-jane Robertson, writing in The Toronto Star on March 8, 1999, says that the youth market is a $20 billion business. The YNN plan takes the notion of a “captive audience” two significant steps further. First, instead of just one product (say, Coca Cola) being marketed, you can now market five or more products on any given day (the typical TV commercial lasts 30 seconds, so 2.5 minutes of advertising gives you five ads). Second, and more insidious, the students have to watch the ads. Marketing executives must feel that they have died and gone to heaven! Fortunately, here in B.C., it looks as if it’s game over for this latest YNN effort. At the BCTF AGM, Minister of Education Paul Ramsey announced that YNN is not welcome in B.C. He has also instructed his deputy minister to write to all superintendents to inform them that daily compulsory viewing of advertising does not constitute instruction. It boggles the mind to think that it is necessary to tell superintendents this. The fact that a number of them had met with Rod MacDonald, president of YNN, the Friday before the AGM suggests that Ramsey’s statement was both necessary and timely. Dan Blake is English language arts helping teacher in the Surrey School District.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12008,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2001 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 13, Number 5, March 2001 President’s message Last fall BCTF asked the then Minister of Education Penny Priddy if government would continue to fund the Kindergarten to Grade 3 class-size reductions beyond this year. We were worried that the primary class-size limits were set to disappear at the end of June. The minister responded positively. Then we approach the B.C Public School Employers’ Association. We asked if they had an interest in moving these provisions into the collective agreement. This would guarantee the class-size limits into the future. BCPSEA representatives said they wanted to assure stability in primary class sizes and to ensure funding stayed in the system for that purpose. BCPSEA expressed two concerns. First, they needed a guarantee that funding would be forthcoming from government to pay for the necessary teachers. The new minister, Joy MacPhail, made clear to them that the money was indeed available. Second, they wanted “flexibility” in exceptional circumstances to exceed the class-size limits. BCTF was willing to talk, but our concern was that what is presented as “flexibility” often really means abandoning class-size limits. After many weeks of discussions, the parties finally signed a tentative agreement on February 7. It will be submitted to school trustees and to BCTF local association presidents before ratification. This process has been an important dress rehearsal for our coming round of bargaining. The lessons are obvious. When we are united in our goal, when members and local leaders are involved and take the lead in articulating that goal, when the BCTF speaks clearly and with one voice, we are successful. This important step forward could not have been achieved without you. Hundreds of members wrote and phoned school trustees, superintendents and administrative officers to express their support for primary class-size limits. As a result, class sizes for our youngest students are no longer in jeopardy. This victory belongs to you, the members of the BCTF, and to your students. David Chudnovsky Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=19880,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 2, October 2009  BCeSIS—more demand than supply By Larry Kuehn BCeSIS has been a source of teacher stress and pain from the day it was turned on. However, complaints have usually been dismissed, with fingers pointed everywhere but at BCeSIS itself. Teachers are the problem—they won’t learn how to use it correctly was a common response by the techies to teacher complaints. The ministry chief information officer pointed at school boards, claiming the problem was inadequate infrastructure within districts. Everything was fine on the provincial network until it reached the districts. Too many students watch YouTube videos through the Provincial Learning Network (PLN), using up the bandwidth on the PLN, she added. AAL (www.aalsolutions.com), the company that supplies the software for BCeSIS, claims there are no problems at their end. When I was at the National Education Computing Conference in June, I spotted an AAL booth in the commercial displays. When I mentioned BCeSIS, the person in the booth said that they got only good feedback—the BC Ministry of Education loves it. He then dismissed any complaints as simply the union trying to make trouble or the inadequacy of local infrastructure. But maybe the message from teachers is finally getting through. The BCeSIS News is the online publication from the SMC. That is the Service Management Council, the group that is supposedly in charge of BCeSIS. It is made up of administrative representatives from every district that has signed on to BCeSIS. The back-to-school issue has a message from Ernie Mannering, the chair of the SMC. In it, he acknowledges that “Systems with the size and scope of BCeSIS have flaws that must be acknowledged in order to be addressed.” Finally, not just pointing fingers at the teachers and school districts, but recognition that there might be problems with BCeSIS itself. In fact, a lot of the story is told in a section of the newsletter headed BCeSIS Stats: The follow stats are for the week of June 22–29: Current number of active students: 505,990 Max # of concurrent user connections: 2,217 Max # of users logging on in a day: 9,439 Number of district logins for the week: 37,031 It seems that the designers forgot to check on the work processes that are defined by the school calendar. Every teacher who has to submit grades on BCeSIS needs to log in over a matter of very few days. If your technology is going to be adequate for the job, it cannot be based on an assumption of even demand. Some times are going to have peak demand. These are the points at which BCeSIS has failed in the past. One year it was in the days before school started, when schools were creating timetables. Another peak time was when the online portions of the Foundation Skills Assessment were using bandwidth and getting priority over BCeSIS. (Anyone for a YouTube student contest during the February FSAs this year?) The BCeSIS stats from June show the nature of the problem. The overloaded system was so slow that the administrator in one district sent a memo to staff telling them that after they made an entry they should count to five before making another entry. Did it have to be this way? Of course not. When the decision was made to go with BCeSIS, another approach could have been taken. BCeSIS is a centralized system where everything has to be held on a central server and connected though a single pipeline, PLN. Most of that information does not need to be held centrally. Another model would be a distributed system. Each school district would hold the information for its district on a server. The only data that would need to go to a central server is what is necessary to provide the information required for an appropriate central purpose—such as how many students for funding purposes, final marks, and course credits. Why would the ministry choose a centralized model that creates many capacity issues? Centralized control has to be at least a part of the explanation. As the BCeSIS newsletter says, “A student’s record begins right from attending a Strong Start center (sic) and follows them throughout academic life.” District staff responsible for BCeSIS are finding one of the downsides to this permanent online tracking—as the newsletter asks, “what student information follows the student electronically around the province? Who sees it? Where is it stored or archived?” A careless and inaccurate comment about a student by a teacher or administrator could become a part of their permanent record in this world of permanent online tracking. These could have been entered on the old paper permanent record, but those mostly disappeared into some basement storage and were not easily accessible. In the electronic world, that information can become part of a data warehouse and be data matched with information in other government databanks. At the BCTF Summer Leadership Conference, an overflow crowd turned up for the workshop on BCeSIS. The message, according to the workshop facilitator, David Halme, was clear. We have to do something about this mess. If you want to know what the BCeSIS implementers are saying about it, go to their website at www.bcesisigroup.ca. If you want to join a discussion of teachers talking about BCeSIS, go to the BCTF web site at bctf.ca. Larry Kuehn is director, BCTF Research and Technology Division. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141007,www.huffingtonpost.com,http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/10/06/puddle-pothole-portal_n_5915634.html?ir=Arts,'Puddle, Pothole, Portal' Brings Animation's Absurdity To The Art World View mobile site October 7, 2014 Huffpost Arts Edition: U.S. Show/Hide Brasil BR Canada CA Deutschland DE España ES France FR Italia IT 日本 (Japan) JP 한국 (Korea) KR Maghreb MG United Kingdom UK United States US Follow Newsletters Get ArtsNewsletters Email address Enter Email Address Huffington Post Search Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search iOS app Android app More Log in Create Account Notifications 0 $USERNAME Profile Settings Logout FRONT PAGE Entertainment Kris Jenner Opens Up About The Late Robert Kardashian 6 Blake Lively Is Pregnant! 30 Mariah Carey Proves She's Not Lip-Synching 42 Is This Where George Clooney And Amal Alamuddin Honeymooned? 7 Pregnant Kelly Rowland Poses Topless In Black And White Photo Shoot 2 Go to Entertainment More in Entertainment Celebrity TV You Might Also Like Comedy Arts Books Food Style Weird News Moviefone Arts The Glamorous History Of Pin-Up Like You've Never Seen It Before 3 1 Here Are A Bunch Of F*cking Delightful Artsy Cat Photos. You're Welcome. 3 This Is What It Really Looks Like To Be A Modern Day Nun 8 New Animation-Inspired Art Show Will Make You Yearn For Saturday Morning Cartoons 0 Go to Arts More in Arts Painting Film Design Photography Theater Architecture You Might Also Like Books NY Los Angeles Books Print Books Are Still Outselling Ebooks, Despite Dire Expectations 37 The Surprising Reason Why Reading REALLY Matters 3 Kurt Vonnegut's Advice For High Schoolers Is Advice For Us All 0 Go to Books More in Books Book Club Libraries In Crisis You Might Also Like Arts Food Education Media Recipes Black Voices Latino Voices Religion TV Well, We Didn't See This Doctor Who Monster Coming 23 Go to TV More in TV TV Replay TV Recaps TV Spoilers Maureen Ryan You Might Also Like Celebrity Media Comedy Arts Books Science WATCH: It's Time For A 'Blood Moon' 86 What Next For The Ebola Outbreak? Here's What The Math Says 125 Here's Why The Night Sky Is Dark Even Though Jillions Of Stars Are Shining Light Our Way 19 This Scientist Has A Surprising Idea For Protecting Football Players 59 3 Scientists Win Nobel Prize In Medicine 53 Go to Science More in Science Space Brain Earth Talk Nerdy To Me Weird Science You Might Also Like Tech Green Arts Religion Weird News Style Kylie Jenner Has A New Hair Line, All By Herself 0 The Easy Fall Haircut That Works For Everyone 0 8 Things Your Friends Really Need To Chill About 17 10 Totally Terrifying Halloween Nail Art Ideas 0 Amp Up Your Knuckle Rings With French Fries And Sushi 8 Go to Style More in Style The Beauty Page Fashion Trends Celebrity Style You Might Also Like Home Women Parents Weddings Travel Divorce Post 50 Home The 5 Best American Cities To Live In Right Now Are... 35 6 Gyms That Take In-Home Fitness To A Whole. New. Level. 4 Go to Home More in Home House Tours Cleaning Design Entertaining Real Estate Celebrity Homes You Might Also Like Style Food Healthy Living Arts HuffPost Live Next Ferguson & The Threat Of State Violence Next SCOTUS To Rule On Prisoner's Beard Tomorrow 'Felony' Star Jai Courtney LIVE Tomorrow Author & Therapist Linda Carroll LIVE Tomorrow Macy Gray LIVE Go to Huffpost Live All Sections News Politics WorldPost Business Small Business Money Media Sports Education Crime Weird News Good News Entertainment Entertainment Celebrity Comedy Arts & Culture Books TV Life & Style Healthy Living GPS for the Soul Style Home Taste Weddings Travel Parents Divorce Huff/Post 50 Marlo Thomas OWN Dr. Phil Tech & Science Tech Science Green Code Voices Women Black Voices Latino Voices Voces (en español) Gay Voices Religion College Teen Impact Local Chicago DC Denver Detroit Hawaii Los Angeles Miami New York San Francisco Our Mobile Apps: iOS Android HuffPost Live (iOS) GPS For The Soul (iOS) GPS For The Soul (Android) Arts & Culture Painting Film Design Photography Theater Music Dance Architecture Female Artists Art Meets Science On Our Radar ImageBlog The Glamorous History Of Pin-Up Like You've Never Seen It Before 2014-10-06 04:01:25 Here Are A Bunch Of F*cking Delightful Artsy Cat Photos. You're Welcome. 2014-10-06 04:01:16 Gay Artist Will Spend 15 Days In A Glass Box To Explore The Meaning Of Grindr 2014-10-03 09:17:09 " class="async-img-load" /> 2014-10-02 16:44:21 This Dreamlike Flock Of Rainbow Sheep Actually Exists 2014-10-01 09:40:24 This Is What It Really Looks Like To Be A Modern Day Nun 2014-10-06 04:01:33 Miranda July Designed A Purse And It's Everything You Hoped It Would Be 2014-10-03 20:50:37 10 Painters Who Are Changing Their Medium In The 21 Century 2014-10-03 09:19:22 10 Eerily Adorable GIFs That Will Make You Feel Like A Kid Before Bedtime 2014-10-03 20:50:43 Here's One Way To Protest China's Preference For Boys 2014-10-03 09:01:42 How To Build A Gay And Lesbian Art Museum 2014-10-03 20:50:58 Previous Story Next Story 'Puddle, Pothole, Portal' Brings Animation's Absurdity To The Art World The Huffington Post  | By Priscilla Frank Email Posted: 10/06/2014 4:01 am EDT Updated: 10/06/2014 5:59 am EDT Share Tweet Email Comment tumblr stumble reddit You know that moment where Wile E. Coyote, in pursuit of Road Runner, runs right off a cliff and, for just a second before he falls, hovers there, levitating in thin air, warping the laws of time and space for the purpose of a slapstick cosmic joke? If you grew up mesmerized by the strange and skewed animated visions that dwelled on your television screen, you know there are few spaces as serious about play as the cartoon universe. In this quasi-two-dimensional plane, children's entertainment happily contorts into complex exploration through an endless stream of double entendres and hidden meanings. In this lawless flatland, binaries do not hold, as hybrid creatures somewhere between human and animal romp without consequence in an absurdly fantastical virtual reality. A new exhibition at New York's SculptureCenter, titled "Puddle, pothole, portal," examines the ways we make sense of space, and constantly unscramble our understandings of it with the arrival of the latest technologies. Curated by SculptureCenter's Ruba Katrib and artist Camille Henrot, the exhibition compares our bumbling attempts to comprehend an ever-changing world to those of a child, hungry with wonder. Jamian Juliano-Villani, Messy View, 2013. Acrylic on canvas. 48 x 50 inches (121.9 x 127 cm). Collection of Liz Goldman. Photo: Retrospective Gallery. "The inspiration was this idea of dealing with new relationships between two-dimensional and three-dimensional space in relation to new technologies," Katrib explained to The Huffington Post Arts. "Through that we came up with three points we wanted to address: Saul Steinberg, "Who Framed Roger Rabbit" and early 20th century cartoons -- different but connected instances in which multiple actors, avatars, space, and anachronistic objects would come together in one plane and interact." The show features an international, multigenerational cast of artists, approximately half of whom have created new works for the show. Like their cartoon counterparts, the artworks feature unorthodox interactions between 2D and 3D, as well as a fair share of absurdity, hybridity and randomness. In her acrylic on canvas "Messy View," Jamian Juliano-Villani delivers a neon-tinged artist studio as bumbling and chaotic as war and sex combined -- both of which manage to make an appearance. Camille Blatrix's "The girl from the mailbox," created specifically for the exhibition, is a singing mailbox that waits for an important letter to arrive, and needs a key to be opened. Saul Steinberg, Untitled, 1971 Pencil and colored pencil on paper, 13 ¼ x 22 ¾ in. Framed History Published: The New Yorker, February 24, 1973, in Steinberg’s portfolio “The City” Exhibited: “Steinberg at The New Yorker,” The Pace Gallery, New York, February 11-March 5, 2005 (no catalogue) And then there's Steinberg's work, which comprises a hefty portion of the show's inspiration. "Saul Steinberg is interesting because he deals with this idea of animating space," Katrib explained. "A lot of his work touches on notions of animation even though there aren't really any cartoons. Steinberg was working as an illustrator but also an artist in his own right. So he's really working between these different boundaries, between high and low and art, navigating that in a very interesting way. And he is bringing together all these disparate characters and architectural references into the plane of the drawing. He makes sculptures that look like drawings and he makes drawings that create virtual realities. He is someone who thinks through the mission of drawing in 2D space as something that could create a virtual reality before the concept of virtual reality as we know it now." Do you remember the feeling of total confusion and captivation that emerged from watching your first few episodes of "Looney Tunes"? This exhibition, we predict, will reawaken that childlike feeling -- the slightest possibility that maybe if you stepped off a cliff you too would dangle there for just a second before spiraling down. "Puddle, pothole, portal" runs until January 5, 2015 at SculptureCenter. Get a preview below. Untitled, 1971 Pencil and colored pencil on paper, 13 ¼ x 22 ¾ in. Framed History Published: The New Yorker, February 24, 1973, in Steinberg’s portfolio “The City” Exhibited: “Steinberg at The New Yorker,” The Pace Gallery, New York, February 11-March 5, 2005 (no catalogue) Keiichi Tanaami, Ring and Pole series_A, 1980. Wood, lacquer. 14.6 x 12.8 x 16.7 inches (37 x 32.5 x 42.5 cm). Courtesy the artist and NANZUKA, Tokyo. Olga Balema, Long Arm, 2013. Latex and aluminum. Courtesy the artist and High Art, Paris. Photo: Gert Jan van Rooij. Lucie Stahl, Untitled (Mega Foxy), 2014. 64.9 x 46.4 inches (165 x 118 cm). Inkjet print, aluminum, epoxy resin. Courtesy the artist and Neue Alte Brücke, Frankfurt. Judith Hopf, Lily's Laptop, 2013. Video still. Courtesy the artist and kaufmann repetto. Mick Peter, Albert and Jenny, 2011 Jesmonite, plaster, latex, wood and polystyrene. Courtesy of the artist  and Grimm Gallery Untitled, 1971 Pencil and colored pencil on paper, 13 ¼ x 22 ¾ in. Framed History Published: The New Yorker, February 24, 1973, in Steinberg’s portfolio “The City” Exhibited: “Steinberg at The New Yorker,” The Pace Gallery, New York, February 11-March 5, 2005 (no catalogue) Untitled, 1971 Pencil and colored pencil on paper, 13 ¼ x 22 ¾ in. Framed History Published: The New Yorker, February 24, 1973, in Steinberg’s portfolio “The City” Exhibited: “Steinberg at The New Yorker,” The Pace Gallery, New York, February 11-March 5, 2005 (no catalogue) Danny McDonald, A Grim Forecast, 2014, Glass top-hat, painted styrofoam skull, plastic dog bank, plastic and metal Avon bottle top. 34.5 x 11 x 13 inches (87.6 x 27.9 x 33 cm). Courtesy the artist, Gaga, Mexico City, Galerie Isabella Bortolozzi, Berlin, and Collection Alexander Schröder, Berlin. Maria Loboda, The Houses are all Gone Under the Sea, 2013. Bronze. 2.8 × 11 × 8.7 inches (7 × 28 × 22 cm). Courtesy the artist; Andrew Kreps Gallery, New York; and Museo Nacional Centro de Arte Reina Sofía, Spain. Photo: Joaquín Cortés and Román Lores / MNCARS Camille Blatrix, The girl from the mailbox, 2014. Sketch. Courtesy the artist and Galerie Balice Hertling, Paris. Also on HuffPost: Close  The Architecture Of The Future Is Far More Spectacular Than You Could Imagine of   Why craft boring suspension bridges or arched overpasses when humanity is capable of building massive architectural feats like this to cross a river? The impressive, undulating design, destined to function as a pedestrian footbridge over the Dragon King Harbour River in China, is the product of NEXT Architects. The bridge design involves three individual, swirling lanes hovering over the picturesque landscape of Changsha. The rendering won an international competition associated with a new public park in the area last year, and the project is currently under construction. “The construction with the intersecting connections is based on the principal of the Möbius ring,” states Michel Schreinemachers on the NEXT website. “On the other hand it refers to a Chinese knot that comes from an ancient decorative Chinese folk art,” John van de Water adds. This image of an 80-story skyscraper, imagined by Dynamic Architecture's David Fisher back in 2008, is a far-fetched rendering fit for Dubai's future rich and famous. Why? Because it rotates. The enormous, towering building would have floors that move ever so slightly, completing a 360 degree rotation every 90 minutes. Forget about fighting for an east-facing apartment, the suites in Dynamic Architecture's creation would have all four cardinal directions covered. And it get's better. The building would be equipped with several giant wind turbines that generate electricity for tenants, and penthouse residents would be able to park their car at their apartments thanks to nifty lifts. While we're not sure this design will ever actually come to fruition (it was scheduled to be up and running in 2010), it's certainly a visual feast worth ogling. In November of 2013, the Strelka Institute announced the winner of a two-stage international competition to design Zaryadye Park, Moscow's first new public park in over 50 years. The winner was Diller Scofidio + Renfro (in collaboration with Hargreaves Associates and Citymakers), who proposed this particularly stunning design based on a theory of "Wild Urbanism," or the concept of a "hybrid landscape where the natural and the built cohabit to create a new public space." The park will feature four landscape typologies -- tundra, steppe, forest and wetland, integrating augmented micro-climates that will enable the park to function as a public space throughout Russia’s extreme winters. Essentially, the quasi-indoor environments will involve regulated temperatures, controlled wind and simulated daylight that encourage 24/7, year-round park pleasure. As Diller Scofidio +Renfro aptly put it, "Zaryadye Park will embody the past and the future simultaneously." nvisible architecture is the calling card of science fiction design, and we're happy to report that architects of today are on the case. Of course, there's South Korea's in-the-works, LED-clad Infinity Tower. CNN reported in 2013 that "the invisibility illusion will be achieved with a high-tech LED facade system that uses a series of cameras that will send real-time images onto the building's reflective surface." But there's also the shorter, less flashy structure (pictured above) designed by New York-based architecture firm stpmj. The parallelogram-shaped barn would be made of wood and sheeted with mirror film, at a cost of $5,000. The idea is to "blur the perceptual boundary" between object and setting, according to a statement sent by the architects to The Huffington Post earlier this year. We have to say we're impressed with architects' ability to push the boundaries of what invisible really means. For his series "Dauphin Island," artist Dionisio González designed dreamlike, futuristic forts made from iron and concrete, fusing the role of artist with that of architect, engineer and urban planner. The peculiar edifices -- the hybrid of a beach house, a bunker and a space ship -- were designed with the residents of Dauphin Island in mind. Located off the coast of Alabama in the Gulf of Mexico, the tiny landmass is known for experiencing perpetual and catastrophic hurricanes. When a storm hits the small island of around 1,200 people, it often washes away much of the coastline, leaving residents to rebuild their homes again and again. González created hypothetical blueprints for his forts, illustrating how his bulbous, concrete structures would better suit the fraught island's populous. You can learn more about the project on his website. Keep in mind, these structures are not yet slated for reality, but they certainly paint an interesting picture of what futuristic island homes could look like. Dubai's Burj Khalifa is widely known as the world's tallest building, measuring in at a whopping 2,716.5 feet and 160 stories. The structure itself is mesmerizing, but what's even more intriguing is a think tank's bizarre proposal to cover the towering skyscraper in a giant fabric casing made of reflective material. We learned about the project, dubbed EXO-BURJ, in 2014. The strange, sock-like covering would wrap around the entire building, from spire to ground level, in a "super-lightweight, reflective and semi-transparent fabric material," according to a description by the Dubai-based think tank, OP-EN. The temporary "sweater" would reflect the expansive urban scenes around it, turning the Burj Khalifa into a massive mirror in the vein of Christo and Jeanne-Claude. What is there to do with an outdated, eyesore of a power plant in the future? Why not give the sprawling facilities a green makeover, one that would serve two functions: to beautify the structure and provide a new way of dealing with CO2 emissions. Here's how it would work: The architecture firm AZPA (Alejandro Zaera-Polo Arquitectura) plans to turn the existing Wedel Vattenfall power plant in Germany into a new industrial complex, one that would be built up from the previous facilities and wrapped with a corrugated skin of creeper plants. This strategically-placed skin would not only soften the exterior aesthetic of the plant, but it would create a sheath of creepers to absorb CO2 emissions. AZPA describes the endeavor, imagined in 2013, as "an attempt to resolve the conflict between the natural ecology and the manmade environment." Earlier this year, the Museum of Modern Art and MoMA PS1 selected The Living’s “circular tower of organic and reflective bricks” -- called "Hy-Fi" -- as the winner of the Young Architects Program’s (YAP) 15th edition. The temporary structure will be built using a new method of bio-design incorporating entirely organic material. As Arch Daily reported back in February, the tower will involve "the unique stacking of two new materials: Ecovative-manufactured organic bricks, made from corn stalks and specially-developed living root structures; and reflective bricks, designed by 3M, that were used as growing trays for the organic bricks before being implemented into the structure." Bonus: According to MoMA's site, Hy-Fi will is the first sizable structure to claim near-zero carbon emissions in its construction process and represents a 100% compostable design. “Recurring to the latest developments in biotech, it reinvents the most basic component of architecture -- the brick -- as both a material of the future and a classic trigger for open-ended design possibilities." Forget interior decorators, the future of indoor design will be run by 3D printers. We have architects Michael Hansmeyer and Benjamin Dillenburger to thank for introducing us to this concept. The two pulled off a three-dimensional printing feat to rival them all just last year. As part of the project "Digital Grotesque," the duo 3D printed an entire room, creating a 16-square-meter cube adorned with unbelievable ornamentation that looks like it belongs in a futuristic cathedral. "We aim to create an architecture that defies classification and reductionism," states the group's website. "Digital Grotesque is between chaos and order, both natural and the artificial, neither foreign nor familiar. Any references to nature or existing styles are not integrated into the design process, but are evoked only as associations in the eye of the beholder." It's hard not to love this New York design project from Family and PlayLab, which plans to bring a giant filtration system to the murky waters between Manhattan and Brooklyn. The project would take the shape of a 164-foot long floating pool set to take shape in 2016 -- if all funding efforts go as planned. If there are swimming pools in our future, let them look like this. In a statement released at the end of 2013, pool masterminds Archie Lee Coates IV, Dong-Ping Wong and Jeff Franklin announced they are beginning construction on Float Lab, an experimental version of the planned 164-foot +POOL. They raised the funds for the smaller pool (35 feet by 35 feet, to be exact) through their last Kickstarter endeavor. With a launch date planned for this summer, the mini pool will put the team's filtration membranes to the test in real-river conditions. "We dont think about using the river recreationally at all," Coates explained in a previous interview with Huff Post. "So as an architect you think, 'What if we could change that or propose an idea that could change that?' We decided to pitch [+Pool] to the world. We just had no idea the response we would get." From the outside it resembles a giant, plushy purple jelly bean, and on the inside it looks more like a glowing, colored seashell. But this balloon-like form is actually the world's first inflatable concert hall, entitled "Ark Nova." Iconic British sculptor Anish Kapoor and Japanese architect Arata Isozaki teamed up to create the structure, meant to tour through areas of Japan affected by the 2011 earthquake and tsunami. It's a novel idea that could make for an innovative design strategy in many other fields. "I am honored to have been asked to design Ark Nova for the Tohoku area," Kapoor states on the Ark Nova site. "The structure defines a space for community and for music in which color and form enclose. I hope that the devastation can be overcome by creativity. Music can give solace and bring community together and in so doing can help us to see we are not alone." While wooden skyscrapers might not be as sensational as the previously mentioned rotating tower, the idea of building 34 wooden stories on on top of the other is pretty astonishing. And it might become a reality if Scandinavian practice C.F. Møller and DinnellJohansson -- 2013's winners of the HSB Stockholm architectural competition -- follow through with their rendering for the world's tallest wooden skyscraper. The design (pictured above) is one of three ”ultra-modern residential high-rises” planned for Stockholm’s city center in 2023, but the catch is, only one of these proposals will actually be built. It's no secret that New York's Gowanus Canal is a breeding ground for toxic waste, polluted runoff, and raw sewage that's -- rather unfortunately -- been dumped directly into the area's bodies of water. But a little project known as "Sponge Park" is hoping to transform the Brooklyn locale into a cleaner, properly filtered sanctuary -- and provide a model for future urban design. The Gowanus Canal Conservancy and the landscape architecture firm dlandstudio announced in the summer of 2013 that they plan to employ a system of landscape buffers and remediation wetlands to slow, absorb, and filter Gowanus' polluted sewer runoff before it reaches the canal. So, not only will the Sponge Park turn 11.4 acres of contaminated fields into a pleasant waterfront arena, it will provide a means of absorbing harmful pollutants that continue to ooze into the industrial battlefield. "In a process called phytoremediation, specially selected plants metabolize pollutants and heavy metals present in the contaminated water," the American Society of Landscape Architects explains on its website. "Dirty water from the combined sewer system is captured in underground storage tanks and slowly released into the landscape." In 2014, Chinese architecture firm MAD unveiled renderings of Chaoyang Park Plaza, a center of skyscrapers, office blocks and public spaces meant to mimic the appearance of mountains, hills and lakes depicted in Chinese landscape paintings. The complex is now under construction in Beijing, and will result in an expansive sky line seemingly ripped from the pages of a futuristic novel. "By transforming features of Chinese classical landscape painting, such as lakes, springs, forests, creeks, valleys, and stones, into modern 'city landscapes,' the urban space creates a balance between high urban density and natural landscape," MAD writes on its website. "The forms of the buildings echo what is found in natural landscapes, and re-introduces nature to the urban realm." Lucky for Beijing, the innovative skyline is already under construction.  Share  Tweet  ✖ Advertisement Share this ✖ close Current Slide More: Puddle Pothole Portal Saul Steinberg Cartoons Animation Sculpturecenter Sculpture Center Ruba Katrib Camille Henrot Who Framed Roger Rabbit Suggest a correction   Click here to view Conversations Conversations Suggested For You FOLLOW HUFFPOST Email Email Address Options The Morning Email Arts Get top stories and blog posts emailed to me each day.. Facebook HuffPost Arts Twitter HuffPost Follow Arts Follow Google Plus HuffPost Arts RSS Most Popular on HuffPost Latest News Arts All RSS / Feeds Phone Available on the App Store Android App on Google Play Get it at Blackberry App World Every Simpsons Couch Gag at the Same Time Why Aren’t We Talking About Chadwick Boseman? Gone Girl, Psycho, and How David Fincher Steals From Alfred Hitchcock Slate Articles » Are Ratings Back Up For Bob's Burgers? Movie Characters Whose Legends Live On 11 More Superhero Movies That Almost Happened Crowd Ignite » Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search Advertise Log In Make HuffPost your Home Page RSS Careers FAQ User Agreement Privacy Comment Policy About Us About Our Ads Contact Us Copyright ©2014 TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. "The Huffington Post" is a registered trademark of TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. All rights reserved. Part of AOL Lifestyle Use this form to alert a HuffPost editor about a factual or typographical error in this story. Notify message * Required * * * What kind of error is this? Choose an option Factual or typographical Comment moderation problem Rights and permissions Other * What is the correction? 0 count Describe the error here (1,000 character limit) * Type the words below so we know you are not a cyborg Sign me up for The Morning Email Thank you!)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=15154,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2008 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 20, Number 5, March 2008 Alberta teachers’ historic agreement clears last hurdle By Murray Dobbin The Alberta Teachers’ Association (ATA) has come to a far-reaching agreement with the Conservative government involving the teachers’ pension fund and a five-year agreement that includes pay increases and a commitment to reduce class sizes. The agreement demonstrates that, given good will on both sides, teachers’ unions can come to good agreements with even the most conservative governments. "It is worth noting that Premier Campbell often holds Alberta up as a model for BC to follow--and ‘partners’ with that province on a range of issues," said BCTF President Irene Lanzinger. "It would be gratifying to see the BC government emulate Alberta in developing a relationship of mutual respect with BC teachers. That’s the only way real progress is made on education issues." The centre piece of the agreement is the resolution of a long-standing irritant between the government and the ATA--an unfunded liability of $2.1 billion in the ATA pension plan. The agreement provides for the provincial government to assume full responsibility for funding the pre-1992, unfunded liability. The net result will be a continuing reduction in pension contributions for teachers averaging 3.1% of salary. The five-year agreement also involves a 3% salary increase for 2007-08 and yearly increases equal to the increase in the average Alberta weekly earnings in the subsequent four years of the deal. Equally important, however, is the government’s commitment to the class-size reduction initiative negotiated with the ATA. As reported in the ATA News, "...the government will undertake to seek the support of the legislature to provide the necessary funding to school boards to enable the full implementation of the agreement and ensure that class-size targets are achieved." Just as notable as the actual details of the agreement is the tone of the negotiations and the final results. The deal was reached through the direct intervention of premier Ed Stelmach. As ATA News reported, ATA President Frank Bruseker recognized the contribution of Stelmach in achieving this solution. "During his leadership bid, Mr. Stelmach made a personal commitment to teachers that he would solve the issue of the unfunded pension liability. He has met that commitment. In fact, his personal intervention and leadership were essential in the process that ultimately resulted in this agreement." The ATA News also reported: "On a more pro-active note, the Association and the government undertake in the agreement to work co-operatively to enhance the quality of education in Alberta." Stelmach has put his political reputation on the line by making a personal commitment to lowering class sizes. In a letter to the ATA he stated: "Beyond the legislative and financial aspects of this agreement, I also wish to reinforce to Association members that we remain fully committed to important programs designed to improve the delivery of our education system, such as the Class Size Initiative. Our government recognizes reducing class sizes goes a long way in laying the foundation for a positive learning environment for our students." The Class Size Initiative in four years has provided funding to hire 2,500 additional teachers. According to Stelmach’s letter: "This is an ongoing financial commitment by government to school jurisdictions and school jurisdictions will be expected to allocate resources to achieve the Alberta’s Commission on Learning targets." The Alberta Commission on Learning established the following targets: Jr K to Grade 3: 17 students Grades 4 to 6: 23 students Grades 7 to 9: 25 students Grades 10 to 12: 27 students These targets are district-wide averages and a considerable range in class size can still exist. Also, there are no specific maximum targets for children with special needs and no provision for consulting with classroom teachers on either class size or composition. In addition to the pension, salary, and class-size commitments, the government has formally committed to "refrain from introducing legislation, regulations or policies that might affect the rights, or employment conditions of the members of the Association." While the ATA was clearly pleased with the agreement, the process for ratification was complex and time-constrained. The first step was an overwhelming approval by the Emergent Representative Assembly in November. But teachers had to vote individually on the deal and pass it by 50% plus one and 62 teacher bargaining units had to approve new five-year deals. Because local teacher associations still bargain substantive issues with their school boards—unlike BC teachers—each had to sign a separate collective agreement with their respective boards before January 31, 2008, for the provincial framework agreement to take effect. According to Ernest Clintberg, ATA co-ordinator of Teacher Welfare: "While the agreement between the government and the ATA is fairly straightforward, integrating the terms of that agreement with the specific language contained in individual collective agreements can be tricky." They provided increased bargaining resources to assist local teacher associations. Teachers overwhelmingly approved the provincial deal. All 62 teacher bargaining units ratified new five-year deals. And in a province-wide vote, 97% of individual teachers also voted in favour. The toughest test was getting all the 62 school boards to sign five-year collective agreements with their individual teacher associations by the government deadline of midnight, January 31. It literally came down to the wire. At the beginning of the day there were still six holdouts. With just hours to go, all six either accepted settlements or agreed to binding arbitration. The agreement is now ready to be implemented. Murray Dobbin is assistant director, BCTF’s Communications and Campaigns Division. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=20384,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 4, January/February 2010  Censorship in Canadian school libraries By Richard Beaudry Censorship in school libraries is a common practice that school librarians need to recognize, acknowledge, and resist. Teacher-librarians must understand the legal ramifications of censorship by reviewing school selection policies in light of the recent challenges to the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms. Courts continue to rule that schools are not exempt from upholding students’ human rights under the charter. These rights include the freedom to information and the freedom to read. Here are important points that teacher-librarians need to take into account, if they perceive that censorship issues have arisen in their libraries: • Local policies can assist teachers, parents, and administrators as a first step in looking at challenging materials in a school library. Here is a local example from my school district. “SD 35 Policy No. 5062—Date Approved: December 2, 1973—Date Amended: May 15, 2001 1. That the final decision for controversial reading, listening or viewing matter shall rest with the Board after careful examination and discussion of the reading, listening or viewing matter with school officials or anyone else the Board may wish to involve. 2.That no parent or group of parents has the right to determine the reading, listening or viewing matter for students other than their own children.” • The BC School Act also offers instructions for challenges: “Section 76 (1) All schools and Provincial schools must be conducted on strictly secular and non-sectarian principles. (2) The highest morality must be inculcated, but no religious dogma or creed is to be taught in a school or Provincial school.” • The BC Civil Liberties Union (BCCLU) has information pertaining to challenges to books in BC libraries: “Standing to invoke a review process: Adequate evidence of widespread concern “In our Association’s view, there must be sufficient evidence of significant opposition to the material before the review process is commenced. For example, evidence of widespread concern sufficient to invoke the process could be presented in a petition. It should not be enough for the subjective views of one person to invoke an expensive and time-consuming process (as was the situation in this case—(another case in BC)). Evidence of communal concern is, of course, not enough in itself to prohibit any particular material since the views of the majority should not automatically determine access to ideas and information, even for youth.” Review committee composition: Independent and representative members “Most policies require a committee to review challenged material. It is important that this group of individuals be independent. That is, committee members should not be biased by any connections to other people who have a particular opinion regarding whether the challenged material should or should not be retained. For example, we were critical that the challenge policy in this case allowed the parent who challenged a book to appoint his or her own representative to the committee. Furthermore, this committee should represent a cross-section of interests including parents, teachers, librarians, administrators, and trustees and, importantly in our view, students.” • The UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, ratified by Canada in 1990, is another document that can serve as a guideline. “It is the responsibility of libraries to guarantee and facilitate access to all expressions of knowledge and intellectual activity, including those which some elements of society may consider to be unconventional, unpopular or unacceptable… It is the responsibility of libraries to guarantee the right of free expression by making available all the library’s public facilities and services to all individuals and groups who need them… Libraries should resist all efforts to limit the exercise of these responsibilities while recognizing the right of criticism by individuals and groups.” • The Canadian Library Association (CLA) Statement on Intellectual Freedom “All persons in Canada have the fundamental right, as embodied in the nation's Bill of Rights and the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms, to have access to all expressions of knowledge, creativity and intellectual activity, and to express their thoughts publicly. This right to intellectual freedom, under the law, is essential to the health and development of Canadian society.” How can school districts in BC remain vigilant against censorship issues? Teacher autonomy. Before parents can enter a school library and remove a book, they must go through a process based on district policies. School administrators need to let parents know that their district has a policy in place and that it needs to be followed. As well, administrators and district managements need to understand when parents are putting pressure on teacher-librarians to simply remove books, and assist the teacher-librarian in explaining the policies in place. Each school district must have a “Request for Reconsideration” document in place (updated regularly) that permits parents to question if a book should be in the library and lets the district decide whether it should be removed. If no document or updated version is in place then one should be adopted as soon as possible. A selection policy for school libraries should be in place. A group consisting of members of the local teacher-librarians, administrators, and, possibly, board management should get together and decide on such a policy to suit all schools in the district. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7802&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 1, September 2004 Why is there a women's history month? by Jane Turner In October 1929, the Privy Council of England declared that women in Canada are persons and therefore entitled to receive the same rights and privileges afforded to men. Yes, that was a significant event for women in Canada, and every Canadian should know about it. But why designate one month every year—October—Women’s History Month? If October is women’s history month, is every other month men’s history month? If women’s history were mainstream, we wouldn’t need a special month designated to study women’s past. It is a huge mistake, not just a loss, to eliminate half of humanity from our view of the way the world has unfolded and the events that have shaped it. We end up with a pretty skewed view of the way the world was and is. It also is misleading to those whose stories are being told. Their view of the world and how it was shaped is incomplete. Let’s look at the contemporary example of the war in Iraq. History will explain George Bush and Tony Blair’s public posturing. It will list Saddam’s sins, and it will probably analyze the importance of oil. But will that give us a good understanding of the war in Iraq? It will only if we don’t care to understand how the war affected the people who live there and the long-term impact it had on their actions. If history’s account includes the effect the war is having on women then the history expands to include the effects of the bombing on the infrastructure of the cities, the alienation of the population from the "American liberators," and the potential increase in anti-Western terrorist activities. How can we know all of this from studying about women? you might ask. Well, women are the ones who do most of the cooking and caring for children and the elderly in the society. If they can’t get water through their taps; if their children and parents become sick with typhus because the sewer systems have been destroyed and they die because there is not enough medicine and the hospitals have been bombed; if the schools are closed because it’s too dangerous to send the children to them as they might become regrettable, collateral damage—the ifs can go on and on, and each one builds an understanding of the effects war has on a population. Those understandings give us glimpses into the mindset of people who have so completely lost hope, who are filled with so much hate that for them, taking the lives of civilians and killing themselves in the process becomes an option. Fortunately, with our current ability to access many sources of information, we see a wide range of events connected to the invasion and bombing of Iraq. We have the ability to open up current events to include women’s lives as part of our understanding. But when the history gets written, what will it tell us and, more important perhaps, what will it teach us? To feel a rightful sense of place, all people need to know their history, the stories of their past. It is hard to have that connection to the past when their story is never told. But the stories need to be told in meaningful and integrated ways. History that attempts to include women, without fundamentally altering the way it is structured will result in tokenism—what is sometimes referred to as "the shadowed box." How many of us have seen texts that have part of a page shaded, boxed, and focussed on some woman’s contribution or peripheral connection to the main core of what is being explained? The first woman in space, the first woman director, the first woman parliamentarian is token information unless it is woven into the core fabric of the history being explored. We don’t need tokenism. We need a real exploration of women’s lives that will help us build a more complete understanding of the past. The best example of a history book that opens up women’s lives and situates them meaningfully in the broad historical context of their time is the Pulitzer-Prize-winning history by Laurel Thatcher Ulrich entitled A Midwife’s Tale: The Life of Martha Ballard Based On Her Diary 1785–1812 (Vintage Books. 1991). Thatcher Ulrich has used a midwife’s daily journal entries to shed light on the society, its norms, laws, medical practices, and economy. This is a history that is relevant any month of the year, not just in Women’s History Month. And that is the point, isn’t it? The history of half the population shouldn’t be trotted out once a year to commemorate an anniversary. Women’s lives, women’s past, deserve to be woven into the fabric of all history so that everyone’s understanding encompasses a bigger and broader picture of the past. I hope that historians and those of us who teach history will get it before too many more Octobers come and go. Resources The 75th Anniversary of the Persons Case is an excellent opportunity to highlight the important contribution of women to Canadian society and the vital role that they play in shaping the country’s future. To assist you in organizing an activity to mark this special month, Status of Women Canada (SWC) has developed a poster and a Virtual Organizer’s Tool Kit (available on-line only) The Organizer’s Tool Kit provides background information about Women’s History Month and suggestions to help you plan activities for this special month (suggested books, Web sites, etc.). Visit the Canadian Status of Women web site: www.swc-cfc.gc.ca and click on "commemorative dates." Jane Turner is an assistant director in the BCTF’s Professional and Social Issues Division.)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12024&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2001 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 13, Number 5, March 2001 Yours for the asking Evergreen’s curriculum integration workshop Take the classroom outside and into the school ground. This spring, Evergreen is offering curriculm integration workshops for teachers in the Lower Mainland and Victoria. This three-hour workshop provides teachers with hands-on activities, tools, and information to make best use of the school ground as a rich educational resource. Teachers will leave with a copy of Evergreen’s new curriculum guide Plants, Patterns, and Playgrounds. Evergreen is a national, not-for-profit, environmental education organization that brings nature back to schools. For more information call Evergreen (604) 689-0766. Growing Active Have you ever imagined making nature part of your school? Evergreen is offering “Growing Active,” a workshop series to help you transform your local school ground into a healthy and living learning environment. Evergreen will be in Victoria, North Vancouver, and Surrey to offer Getting Started, Site Design, Native Plants, and Fundraising workshops. Phone Life Cycles at (250) 383-5800 or Evergreen at (604) 689-0766 for more information. EcoEd Workshops Eco Education BC provides fun and interactive, full-day, environmental education programs for Grades 4–6. The program encourages young people to understand and to respect the environment so that they may help restore and protect it. Program learning objectives meet many of the Grades 4–6 learning outcomes in science, applied skills, personal planning, social studies, and language arts. During a typical day, students use their critical-thinking skills and work together to answer questions about the environment. Four eco education crews are available to visit your school (one class per visit). The crews consist of two or three educators. We offer the following workshops: Grizz Ed, Waste reduction, Water, and Environmental protection. All the eco education crews are booked on a first-come first-serve basis. Schools may be limited to one visit per year. For more information, or to book a crew, call the Eco Education BC office at (604) 683-0127. G.I. Joe meets Barbie: BCTF releases major study on boys and girls The Federation has produced an extensive research project into the crucial issues of gender stereotyping in schools and society. The result is “G.I. Joe meets Barbie, software engineer meets caregiver: Males and females in B.C.’s public schools and beyond.” As well as academic issues, this major research report also examines special needs and gender, physical and mental health, crime and violence, and economic and labour indicators. Data reveal that “a stunning amount of gender stereotyping remains in B.C.’s public education system, from Kindergarten through graduate school.” However, “there is no evidence that this situation is imposed, caused, or condoned by public schools.” The full report is available on the BCTF web site www.bctf.ca/researchreports/2000sd03.)
(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/Icarus2009,Chris Spratt (@Icarus2009) | Twitter টুইটার অনুসন্ধান অনুসন্ধান টুইটার খুঁজুন সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ ভাষা : বাংলা. हिन्दी Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন টুইটার-এ নতুন ? আজই যোগদান করুন » সাইন ইন করুন ফোন, ইমেল বা ব্যবহারকারীর নাম পাসওয়ার্ড সাইন ইন আমাকে মনে রাখুন পাসওয়ার্ড ভুলে গেছেন? ইতিমধ্যে আপনি কি টেক্সট বার্তার মাধ্যমে টুইটার ব্যবহার করছেন? Chris Spratt @Icarus2009 টুইটসমূহ ৪০.৪K ফটো/ভিডিও ২৮৭ অনুসরণ করছেন ৭৩৬ অনুসারীবৃন্দ ৪৪৭ প্রিয়সমূহ ৫৩৭   আরো প্রিয়সমূহ তালিকাসমূহ সরব @Icarus2009 নীরব @Icarus2009 অনুসরণ অনুসরণ করা কর্মসমূহ:অনুসরণ না করা অবরুদ্ধ অবরোধ মুক্ত মুলতুবি বাতিল Chris Spratt @Icarus2009 Love your enemies - in case your friends and relatives turn out to be bastards! Victoria, BC, Canada যোগ দিয়েছে জুন ২০০৯ ২৮৭ ফটো বা ভিডিওগুলো টুইটসমূহ টুইটসমূহ Tweets & replies Chris Spratt retweeted Cutest Animals ♥ @OMGAnimaIs  ·  ৩ ঘন্টা Got your finger pic.twitter.com/YoNMBmiYQx আরো ছবি ও ভিডিও দেখুন প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ৮ retweets ৮ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ২৭ favorites ২৭ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Ottawa, Ontario Chris Spratt retweeted Justin Ling @Justin_Ling  ·  ৩ ঘন্টা Elizabeth May: ISIS tactics are eluding US air strikes. Wussup? Nicholson: We're doing what we can. প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ২ retweets ২ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ১ favorite ১ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Chris Spratt retweeted Common Girl @SoReIatable  ·  ৩ ঘন্টা do you ever need a five minute hug but only from like a specific person প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ৬৯০ retweets ৬৯০ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ১,১৪২ favorites ১.১K আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Chris Spratt retweeted G J Wyatt @wanderingwyatt  ·  ৩ ঘন্টা U.S. Supreme Court rejects nationwide ruling on same-sex marriage (via @torontostar) http://www.thestar.com/news/world/2014/10/06/us_supreme_court_rejects_nationwide_ruling_on_samesex_marriage.html … প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ১ retweet ১ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ০ favorite আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Chris Spratt retweeted Jenan Moussa @jenanmoussa  ·  ৯ ঘন্টা Civilians still being evacuated from #Kobane. Just saw 2 big trucks &2 vans full of women, kids &men brought 2 Turkey pic.twitter.com/L6ecthSIFH The following media may contain sensitive material. আপনি যদি এই সতর্কতা দেখতে না চান, তাহলে আপনার টুইট মিডিয়া সেটিংসএর পরিবর্তন করার জন্য সাইন ইন করুন। কোন অ্যাকাউন্ট নেই? সাইন আপ করুন! View content আরো জানুন আরো ছবি ও ভিডিও দেখুন প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ৪১৩ retweets ৪১৩ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ৬৬ favorites ৬৬ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Chris Spratt retweeted Jenan Moussa @jenanmoussa  ·  ৮ ঘন্টা I confirm pic. NOW 2ISIS guys sitting 10meters left of flag on hill RT @ivan_sindy 2 ISIS flags in #Kobane @akhbar pic.twitter.com/OIs5lxT8GS The following media may contain sensitive material. আপনি যদি এই সতর্কতা দেখতে না চান, তাহলে আপনার টুইট মিডিয়া সেটিংসএর পরিবর্তন করার জন্য সাইন ইন করুন। কোন অ্যাকাউন্ট নেই? সাইন আপ করুন! View content আরো জানুন আরো ছবি ও ভিডিও দেখুন প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ২৩৯ retweets ২৩৯ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ৪৬ favorites ৪৬ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Chris Spratt retweeted Jenan Moussa @jenanmoussa  ·  ৭ ঘন্টা It will get dark here in one hour or less. ISIS has night vision. Kurds don't. This will be a long night. @akhbar প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ৪২৭ retweets ৪২৭ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ৯৯ favorites ৯৯ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Chris Spratt retweeted #DemandElxn42 @firepmharper  ·  ৩ ঘন্টা Why is the first response always to bomb. Every bomb that drops only bolsters their recruiting efforts. #cdnpoli প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ৩ retweets ৩ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ০ favorite আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Chris Spratt retweeted HuffPost Canada @HuffPostCanada  ·  ৩ ঘন্টা LOOK: 7 iconic Toronto stores that are history http://huff.to/1BJ2XF4  pic.twitter.com/8VRwXvHkLq আরো ছবি ও ভিডিও দেখুন প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ১১ retweets ১১ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ৪ favorites ৪ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Chris Spratt retweeted CFRA @CFRAdvocacy  ·  ৪ ঘন্টা Former national dir of the Liberal Party of Canada has been charged by #RCMP w/ violations of Canada's #lobbying act http://ow.ly/ClbeO  প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ১ retweet ১ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ০ favorite আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Chris Spratt retweeted The Tyee @TheTyee  ·  ৪ ঘন্টা Murray Dobbin: Why New Euro-Canada Treaty Is a Gift to Oil Firms http://thetyee.ca/Opinion/2014/10/06/Canadian-Treaty-Gift-to-Oil-Firms/?utm_source=editor-tweet&utm_medium=twitter&utm_campaign=061014 … প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ৪ retweets ৪ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ১ favorite ১ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Chris Spratt retweeted Vancouver Observer @VanObserver  ·  ৪ ঘন্টা Gus Van Harten: China-Canada #FIPA could be in violation of the Canadian Constitution http://ht.ly/BFF1h  pic.twitter.com/JyodlkYJVb আরো ছবি ও ভিডিও দেখুন প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ৪৬ retweets ৪৬ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ১৭ favorites ১৭ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Chris Spratt retweeted The White House @WhiteHouse  ·  ৪ ঘন্টা Worth a read: Small business owners on why "The American Dream needs a fair minimum wage." http://go.wh.gov/kK9mX9  #RaiseTheWage প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ৮৯ retweets ৮৯ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ৭২ favorites ৭২ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Chris Spratt retweeted Sun News Network @SunNewsNetwork  ·  ৪ ঘন্টা WATCH & READ: Supreme Court to rule on Native representation in juries http://ow.ly/CkY6D  #cdnpoli প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ২ retweets ২ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ১ favorite ১ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Chris Spratt retweeted The Guardian @guardian  ·  ৪ ঘন্টা US supreme court decision on same-sex marriage leaves conservative officials scrambling — live updates http://gu.com/p/427hq/tw  প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ৫৮ retweets ৫৮ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ২৫ favorites ২৫ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Chris Spratt retweeted Christiane Amanpour @camanpour  ·  ৪ ঘন্টা Turkey willing to put troops in Syria “if others do their part,” PM @Ahmet_Davutoglu tells me: http://cnn.it/1xiak5X  pic.twitter.com/kYcqX5MyrK আরো ছবি ও ভিডিও দেখুন প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ২৭৬ retweets ২৭৬ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ১০২ favorites ১০২ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Chris Spratt retweeted Sun News Network @SunNewsNetwork  ·  ৪ ঘন্টা Instability continues to haunt Canada's #NHL teams http://ow.ly/Clk0g  প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ১ retweet ১ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ০ favorite আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Chris Spratt @Icarus2009  ·  ৫ ঘন্টা Bankers got this commerical banned in Switzerland (too much truth presumably) http://po.st/8czlTZ  via @maxkeiser প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ০ retweet সমাদৃত পছন্দ ০ favorite আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Chris Spratt retweeted Mercedes Stephenson @CTVMercedes  ·  ৫ ঘন্টা Garneau says going to war is extraordinarily complex undertaking, needs more than announcing assets and a deadline প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ১ retweet ১ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ০ favorite আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Chris Spratt retweeted Freaky-Abandoned @FreakyAbandoned  ·  ১১ সেপ্টেম্বর Legend Says... pic.twitter.com/jdM7rBSdV7 আরো ছবি ও ভিডিও দেখুন প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ৩,১৭৩ retweets ৩.২K সমাদৃত পছন্দ ৩,৩১৪ favorites ৩.৩K আরো স্থাপিত টুইট টুইটারের ধারণক্ষমতা বেশি হতে পারে অথবা একটি ক্ষণস্থায়ী হিক্কার সম্মুখীন হয়। আবার চেষ্টা করুন পরিদর্শন করুন টুইটারের অবস্থা আরও তথ্যের জন্য। বন্ধ Chris Spratt অনুসৃত Chris Spratt থেকে কোন আপডেট মিস্ করবেন না Victoria, BC, Canada · পরিবর্তন © 2014 টুইটার সম্বন্ধে সহায়তা বিজ্ঞপ্তি তথ্য বন্ধ প্রবণতা ট্রেন্ডস আপনার জন্য উপযোগী। ট্রেন্ডের মাধ্যমে আপনি সহজেই আপনার আগ্রহের খবরাখবর পেতে পারছেন। আপনি কোথায় থাকেন এবং কাদের অনুসরণ করেন তার উপরে ভিত্তি করে ট্রেন্ড উপস্থাপিত করা হয়। পরিবর্তন উপযোগী করা ট্রেন্ডস রাখুন বিশ্বব্যাপী প্রবণতা পান সম্পন্ন খারিজ বন্ধ পূর্ববর্তী পরবর্তী বন্ধ একজন ব্যক্তির প্রোফাইলে যান সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ বন্ধ আপনার অনুসরণকারীদের এই পুনঃটুইটটি পাঠাবেন? বাতিল পুনঃটুইট বন্ধ আপনি কি নিশ্চিত যে এই টুইট মুছে দিতে চান? বাতিল মুছে ফেলুন বন্ধ রোধ করন বাতিল রোধ করন আপনার টুইটসমুহে একটি অবস্থান যুক্ত করুন যখন একটি অবস্থানের সঙ্গে আপনার টুইট করেন, টুইটার সেই অবস্থান সংরক্ষণ করে। প্রত্যেক টুইটের আগে আপনি আপনার অবস্থান চালু / বন্ধ করতে পারেন, এবং যে কোনও সময় আপনি আপনার অবস্থানের ইতিহাস মুছে ফেলতে পারেন। আরো জানুন অবস্থান চালু করুন এখন নয় স্থান বন্ধ করুন বন্ধ প্রোফাইল সারসংক্ষেপ বন্ধ আপনার তালিকাসমূহ বন্ধ একটি নতুন তালিকা তৈরি করুন নাম তালিকা বিবরণ 100 অক্ষরের কম, ঐচ্ছিক তালিকাসমূহ:গোপনীয়তা সাধারণ · যে কেউ এই তালিকা অনুসরণ করতে পারেন ব্যক্তিগত · শুধুমাত্র আপনিই এই তালিকায় প্রবেশ করতে পারবেন তালিকা সংরক্ষণ করুন বন্ধ বন্ধ এই টুইট স্থাপিত কর আপনার নীচের ওয়েবসাইটে কোডটি অনুলিপি দ্বারা এই টুইট যোগ করুন * আরও জানুন হুম, সার্ভারে পৌঁছনোর একটি সমস্যা ছিল। পরে আবার চেষ্টা করবেন? প্রকৃত টুইট অন্তর্ভুক্ত করুন অন্তর্ভুক্ত মিডিয়া প্রাকদর্শন বন্ধ টুইটারে নিবন্ধন করুন টুইটারে নেই? নিবন্ধন করুন, আপনির পছন্দের বিষয়গুলির সাথে যুক্ত হন, এবং তাদের বিষয়ে হালনাগাদ পান। একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন » বন্ধ দুটি উপায় (প্রেরণ এবং গ্রহণ) শর্ট কোড: দেশ কোড গ্রাহকদের জন্য মার্কিন যুক্তরাষ্ট্র 40404 (যে কোন) কানাডা 21212 (যে কোন) যুক্তরাজ্য 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM হাইতি 40404 Digicel, Voila আয়ারল্যান্ড 51210 Vodafone, O2 ভারত 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance ইন্দোনেশিয়া 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » অন্য দেশসমুহের এসএসএস সংক্ষিপ্ত কোড দেখুন বন্ধ নিশ্চিতকরণ)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/mary-polak/gtm.js/,Mary Polak for Langley - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Mary Polak A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Langley Support Mary BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media maryforbc last tweet "RT @christineinvan: @stevedarling You have that right! @maryforbc has a new gig as one of the Pointer Sisters. Way to rock it Mary!" @maryforbc - 03:40am Follow @maryforbc BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Mary Polak was re-elected to the B.C. Legislature in 2013, having represented the constituents of Langley since 2005. She was appointed Minister of Environment on June 10, 2013. She is currently vice-chair the Environment and Land Use Committee, and is a member of the Cabinet Working Group on Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG), and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Previously, she served as the Minister of Transportation and Infrastructure, Minister of Aboriginal Relations and Reconciliation, Minister of Children and Family Development and Responsible for Child Care, Minister of Healthy Living and Sport, and Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Health for the Conversation on Health. Before being elected to the Legislative Assembly, Mary served as a trustee and former chair of the Surrey school board. Get in touch with Mary Langley Constituency Office #102 - 20611 Fraser Hwy., Langley, BC V3A 4G4 Phone: (604) 514-8206 Fax: (604) 514-0195 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 387-1187 Email Mary Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141006,globalnews.ca,http://globalnews.ca/news/1600328/accused-madeleine-mccann-twitter-troll-found-dead/,Accused Madeleine McCann Twitter troll found dead - National | Globalnews.ca Your Region: National BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg On TV: Global National Sections National National sections Locals Local sections Watch Watch sections Search Canada Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released Sections Health Money Consumer Tech Entertainment Environment Science Lifestyle Sports Featured Canada World Politics Investigations Canada Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released Your Region National Change BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Health Money Consumer Tech Entertainment Environment Science Lifestyle Sports Jump to a Region National BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Man trying to reach Bermuda in inflatable bubble rescued by Coast Guard Schedule NowGlobal National 7:00pmEntertainment Tonight More Programs Global National The West Block 16x9 The Morning Show More Personalities Dawna Friesen Carolyn Jarvis Liza Fromer Tom Clark More News Major snowfall covers N. Manitoba Entertainment ‘Gone Girl’ wins weekend box office News Journalist with Ebola arrives at US hospital Canada Quebecor sells off Sun newspaper chain News Crowdfunded bus debuts in Toronto Entertainment Depardieu reveals past as escort, thief Canada MPs debate motion for airstrikes in Iraq Sports NBA extends television deals for 9 years Trending Maple Syrup Heist Hong Kong protests Iraq crisis Luka Magnotta Ebola outbreak enterovirus D68 Ukraine Retail Wars Madeleine McCann October 6, 2014 11:55 am Accused Madeleine McCann Twitter troll found dead By Jill Lawless  The Associated Press ; A photo of British girl Madeleine McCann is displayed on a TV screen at an apartment in Berlin, on October 16, 2013 during the broadcast of German news program. AFP Photo What is this? Sponsored content is written by Global News' editorial staff without any editorial influence by the sponsor. If you'd like to learn more... What is this ? X What is this? Sponsored content is written by Global News' without any editorial influence by the sponsor. If you'd like to learn more... LONDON – A woman who was accused of sending Internet abuse to the parents of missing girl Madeleine McCann has been found dead in a hotel room. Her death has revived debate about media responsibility and how best to respond to online “trolls.” Television channel Sky News identified 63-year-old Brenda Leyland as a Twitter user who had attacked Kate and Gerry McCann under the name “sweepyface.” Story continues below Last week, a Sky News reporter confronted Leyland – who lived in the same county as the McCanns – on camera about the alleged abuse. She replied that she was entitled to send the tweets. Police confirmed that Leyland’s body was found in a hotel room near Leicester in central England on Saturday. “Ms. Leyland’s death is not being treated as suspicious and a file is being prepared for the coroner,” police said. “Officers acting on behalf of the coroner will look into the circumstances surrounding and prior to her unexpected death.” Sky News said Monday it was saddened by Leyland’s death but that it would be “inappropriate to speculate or comment further.” Madeleine McCann disappeared from a Portuguese vacation resort in May 2007 during a family holiday, days before her fourth birthday. The still-unsolved disappearance sparked intense media interest around the world. The McCanns have complained about media intrusion, and are suing a former Portuguese detective over a 2008 book that alleged they were involved in their daughter’s disappearance. Last week police said they were examining a dossier of material about the McCanns from social media and online forums. On Friday, Gerry McCann said the family had been subjected to threats of violence and kidnapping. “I think we probably need more people charged,” he told the BBC. “I’m glad to see the law around this area is being reviewed. But I do think we need to make examples of people who are causing damage.” Posts on the “sweepyface” account called the McCanns’ “evil” and “criminals,” but didn’t appear to threaten the couple. The tweets expressed doubt about the McCanns’ explanation of their daughter’s disappearance and criticized their conduct in the years since. © The Canadian Press, 2014 Report an error Brenda Leyland Madeleine McCann Social media Twitter More Stories Crime Travis Vader found not guilty of uttering threat to police officer Woman found dead in Plateau Mont-Royal apartment Quebec resident dies in accidental fall from balcony in B.C. Accused animal torturer faces bail hearing Police find missing two-year-old girl after extensive search Comments Popular Now Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released 20224 How does Ebola spread? 5 things you need to know 18659 Accused Madeleine McCann Twitter troll found dead 9985 Ebola: 5 reasons why an outbreak is highly unlikely in Canada 7298 UPDATE: What’s the best, cheapest Canadian cellphone plan out there? 5891 Featured Content Canada Ebola: 5 reasons why an outbreak is highly unlikely in Canada What are the chances of an Ebola outbreak taking off in Canada? It isn’t likely, according to experts. And here are a number of reasons why. Continue reading → Environment Are we in the midst of a mass extinction? There have been 5 mass extinctions — the loss of 75 per cent or more of the world’s species — in Earth’s history. Scientists now believe that we are at the early stages of the sixth. Continue reading → Health Lab-grown penises may soon be ‘ready for testing’ on humans Researchers in North Carolina say penises grown in laboratories could “soon be ready for human testing,” offering hope for men who have had traumatic injuries or penile cancer. Continue reading → Canada Meet Rachel Parent — the teen fighting for GMO labelling in Canada Rachel Parent is a 15-year-old activist. Her goal: mandatory labelling in Canada of all genetically modified organisms, or GMOs that are found as ingredients in food. Continue reading → Canada Abandoned puppies on the mend Twenty hungry, cold and flea-infested puppies found in a Saskatchewan field are now being nursed back to health at Battleford’s Humane Society. Continue reading → Science Everything you need to know about Wednesday’s lunar eclipse On Oct. 8, Canada will be treated to its second lunar eclipse of the year. Find out what you can expect. Continue reading → Canada Can homegrown food win the climate change war? Wondering what’s the single most effective way to combat climate change? Plant a garden. Continue reading → Canada 16×9: An investigation into illegal lumber Timber thieves are stealing wood from the Russian Far East, processing it in China and then shipping it to North America, a 16×9 investigation has found. Continue reading → Highlights Hounds of Parliament: As commuting cyclist and budget watchdog, Frechette must make his presence known Frechette draws a line distinguishing his personality as a cyclist and as the parliamentary budget officer. But surely there’s a parallel between the assertive man he is on a bike and in the role of PBO? Continue reading → Email alerts Sign up for FREE daily Globalnews.ca newsletters and breaking news alerts Email Address National Daily News National Breaking News By clicking on the submit button, I have read, understood and agreed to our privacy policy Twitter Follow globalnews 9 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews UPDATED: Nurse in Spain is 1st #Ebola infection outside West Africa glbn.ca/ClOKv 35 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews USA Swimming suspends #MichaelPhelps for 6 months glbn.ca/ClLU9 pic.twitter.com/nqC3dQ3NhL 35 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews Hillary Clinton: military action against ISIS “critical” and “essential” globalnews.ca/news/1600343/w… #cdnpoli Jump to a Region BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Connect Facebook Twitter Google+ RSS Contact Us Global News About Us Privacy Policy Principles & Practices Terms & Conditions Copyright Shaw Media Advertise Open Data © Shaw Media Inc., 2014. All rights reserved. Follow Follow “Global News” Get every new post delivered to your Inbox. Join 3,820 other followers Powered by WordPress.com Shaw Connect Expand News Entertainment Entertainment Home Celebs Movies TV Music Living Lifestyle Food Home & Living Sports Money Tech Travel Breaktime Autos Watch TV Online All Sites Global Global News Food Network HGTV History Television Showcase Slice DTOUR ET Canada National Geographic Movietime Lifetime H2 DIY Action NG Wild Mystery IFC BBC Deja Vu Twist)
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(20141007,www.reddit.com,http://www.reddit.com/r/CanadaPolitics/comments/2628pz/bc_teachers_strike_to_start_next_week/,B.C. teachers strike to start next week : CanadaPolitics jump to content my subreddits announcementsArtAskRedditaskscienceawwblogbookscreepydataisbeautifulDIYDocumentariesEarthPornexplainlikeimfiveFitnessfoodfunnyFuturologygadgetsgamingGetMotivatedgifshistoryIAmAInternetIsBeautifulJokesLifeProTipslistentothismildlyinterestingmoviesMusicnewsnosleepnottheonionOldSchoolCoolpersonalfinancephilosophyphotoshopbattlespicsscienceShowerthoughtsspacesportstelevisiontifutodayilearnedTwoXChromosomesUpliftingNewsvideosworldnewsWritingPromptsedit subscriptions front -all -random |  Futurology -askscience -EarthPorn -Art -UpliftingNews -Jokes -philosophy -LifeProTips -television -Music -tifu -movies -Showerthoughts -videos -pics -IAmA -space -history -creepy -sports -explainlikeimfive -personalfinance -nottheonion -DIY -food -news -Documentaries -mildlyinteresting -listentothis -WritingPrompts -funny -TwoXChromosomes -worldnews -science -todayilearned -aww -InternetIsBeautiful -gadgets -books -nosleep -AskReddit -gifs -gaming -dataisbeautiful -OldSchoolCool -photoshopbattles -Fitness -GetMotivatedmore »  CanadaPolitics comments related other discussions (1) want to join? login or register in seconds| English limit my search to /r/CanadaPolitics use the following search parameters to narrow your results: subreddit:subreddit find submissions in "subreddit" author:username find submissions by "username" site:example.com find submissions from "example.com" url:text search for "text" in url selftext:text search for "text" in self post contents self:yes (or self:no) include (or exclude) self posts nsfw:yes (or nsfw:no) include (or exclude) results marked as NSFW e.g. subreddit:aww site:imgur.com dog see the search faq for details. advanced search: by author, subreddit... this post was submitted on 20 May 2014 24 points (85% upvoted) shortlink: remember mereset password login Submit a new link Submit a new text post CanadaPoliticssubscribeunsubscribe14,616 readers ~78 users here now Notre sub est bilingue, veuillez soumettre vos articles et vos postes dans la langue officielle qui vous plaît. Moderators will not remove any posts based on opinion. We will, however, remove posts we believe detract from the conversation, as described in the rules below. Rules Headline titles should be changed only where it improves clarity (e.g., adding a two-letter provincial tag). Headline changes which introduce editorialisation or rhetoric will be removed. Please express your personal opinion in the comments, not the headline. Try to stay classy. Comments or submissions that detract from the quality of discourse in the subreddit will be removed, including but not limited to: insults, ad hominem attacks, unsubstantiated conspiracy theories, and dishonest arguments directed towards users, groups, or public figures. Low-content material is disallowed for submissions. This can include petitions, pleas for donations, other "calls to arms", political cartoons, memes, rage comics, letters-to-the-editor, tweets, blogs (unless by a recognized expert in the field or covering a topic ignored by the mainstream press) and partisan or ideological propaganda. Low-content material in comments is strongly discouraged, but some of the above may be allowed in comments, should they add to the discussion (e.g. memes and rage comics in comments will likely be removed, links to blog posts or political cartoons pertinent to the topic of the thread may be allowed). Criticism without commentary is strongly discouraged. Replies to removed comments or removal notices may be removed at the discretion of moderators. If you wish to dispute a moderator's action, please message the moderation team. This way, discussion in the thread can remain on topic, and all moderators will be able to see and respond to your concerns. Tips Do not use URL shorteners. The spam filter may get upset. If you report a link, please message the moderators explaining why. Please add a provincial tag to the beginning of the title of your post when the headline might otherwise be confusing. Please don't downvote other people's submissions or comments, and don't make mention of anticipated downvotes on your posts ("I'm going to get downvoted for this, but..."). Note that moderators may remove all comments beneath a rule-breaking comment in a tree, even if those other comments are not rule-breaking. They do this in order to disincentivize rule-breaking comments meant to derail conversations. Self-posts to spur discussion or debate are encouraged. One post per story, please. We don't need 5 side discussions on the same topic. Read the reddiquette. Try to omit superfluous information from your titles. This helps cut down on paid spammers. Please submit the non-mobile version of articles whenever possible. Upcoming AMAs Date Time(ET) Name Description — — — — Previous AMAs Ontario 2014 Election AMA Series View All Previous AMAs Sister Reddits Canada Politics Humour - More lighthearted discussion of Canadian politics. List of Canadian Subreddits Resources I'm new to Canadian politics. Where can I learn more? What does /r/CanadaPolitics read? Bills in Parliament Charter of Rights and Freedoms Description of Legislation Major Party Platforms in Past Elections Politwitter.ca OpenParliament.ca Other Reddits Canada Canadian Forces Law Canada US Politics UK Politics Canada News created by [deleted]a community for 4 years message the moderators MODERATORS MackieDrewOntario PalpzGod Save the Queen Borror0Liberal | QC trollunitNeoconservative | The Nation's Capital bunglejerryWaffle RedCoatsForeverOntario dmcg12NeoLiberal | ON ParlHillAddictNDP | ON h1ppophagistON exasperationsocial democracy | ON ...and 5 more » 23 24 25 B.C. teachers strike to start next week (cbc.ca) submitted 4 months ago by TheFlatulentOneRich Less Rich > Poor More Poor 73 comments sharecancel loading... all 73 comments sorted by: best best top new hot controversial old random [–]BenDionneQuebec 14 points15 points16 points 4 months ago (21 children) Well, thanks to my union for informing me that I will be on strike one day next week. Oh wait, no, I got the news from the CBC... permalink [–]coverupsaygoodnight 9 points10 points11 points 4 months ago (0 children) There was an email that went out last night saying that there would be important information on the BCTF member's portal one hour before the announcement but there was too much traffic so the website crashed. Your union rep should have let you know ahead of time about that. permalink parent [–]jamiesgLiberal | AB 6 points7 points8 points 4 months ago (16 children) Aren't you supposed to vote on that? permalink parent [–]dildeauxinbuttsLibertarian - BC 3 points4 points5 points 4 months ago (15 children) Voting is done by delegates, rather than the members at large. Most teachers aren't aware how insane their union actually is. permalink parent [–]Issachar 9 points10 points11 points 4 months ago (2 children) You're wrong. (At least with regards to this immediate issue.) The BC teachers HAD a vote on this. It was NOT just done by delegates as you claim. The teacher's vote in favour of this action was back at the beginning of 2014. permalink parent [–]dildeauxinbuttsLibertarian - BC 4 points5 points6 points 4 months ago (1 child) This is what the teachers voted on: http://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=32281 The decision to engage in rotating strikes was made by the union executive. permalink parent [–]Issachar 2 points3 points4 points 4 months ago (0 children) Rubbish. that's a press release, not what teachers voted on. Teachers were specifically told out what each strike step would be and they voted overwhelmingly in favour with a high turnout. They were well informed. Your earlier claim that voting is not done by the members at large is unambiguously false. Perhaps you're focussed on the wording about initial stages. The press release (as opposed to the material voted on by teachers) that you just linked to is dated two and a half months ago. It should be obvious that a press release from two and a half months ago was understandably focussed on what was going to happen immediately in March. Have the courage to admit that you were mistaken and that teachers (i.e. the members at large) voted overwhelmingly in favour of the current strike action. permalink parent [–]jamiesgLiberal | AB 2 points3 points4 points 4 months ago (3 children) TIL, thanks. I can see the use of delegates for more procedural stuff, not for something as drastic as striking, even if only a rolling strike. permalink parent [–]Issachar 8 points9 points10 points 4 months ago (2 children) Just an FYI the information that you were given is incorrect. The teachers had a vote authorizing this action at the beginning of 2014 and it was overwhelmingly in favour. (Source: BC teacher who voted.) permalink parent [–]jamiesgLiberal | AB 2 points3 points4 points 4 months ago (1 child) Thanks for setting me straight, that makes much more sense. permalink parent [–]ChrristoaivalisCooperative Commonwealth Federation 6 points7 points8 points 4 months ago (0 children) Yeah. When you have a strike vote, its not always for a strike then and there, but rather it gives the permission to the union to call a strike. Its often taken in later stages of bargaining to show that the membership is willing to walk. permalink parent [–]deltadovertime 1 point2 points3 points 4 months ago (7 children) Vancouver teachers are part of three unions, how brutal is that. permalink parent [–]PalpzGod Save the Queen 3 points4 points5 points 4 months ago (0 children) That makes little sense to me. Are they negociating with three different sets of employers? permalink parent [–]Issachar 0 points1 point2 points 4 months ago (3 children) They're obviously in the BCTF, what are the names of the other two? permalink parent [–]jjbus34Social Democrat 1 point2 points3 points 4 months ago (2 children) I'm guessing one would be the professional college of teachers (whatever BCs equivalent is), which isn't quite a union, but a professional regulatory body. permalink parent [–]Issachar 1 point2 points3 points 4 months ago (1 child) That's part of why I asked. I'm skeptical of the claim that teachers have to be a member of three different unions. (As /u/Palpz pointed out, that doesn't make a lot of sense.) I think he's incorrect and teachers are only required to be in one union. There might be three different unions for different teachers, but that's an entirely different thing. There might also be three different organizations, but that's also completely different. The BC College of Teachers, (BCCT) is not a union in any way at all. It's a professional body that controls standards for teachers. (i.e. What exams they have to pass, what their qualifications are, who is authorized to train teachers, what their code of ethics is etc.) It doesn't represent teachers for employment at all and that's the raison-d'aitre for a union. permalink parent [–]jjbus34Social Democrat 2 points3 points4 points 4 months ago (0 children) The BC College of Teachers, (BCCT) I guess I could have assumed that's what it was called; I'm slow this morning. The BC College of Teachers, (BCCT) is not a union in any way at all. It's a professional body that controls standards for teachers. (i.e. What exams they have to pass, what their qualifications are, who is authorized to train teachers, what their code of ethics is etc.) It doesn't represent teachers for employment at all and that's the raison-d'aitre for a union. Good explanation. People often confuse the professional/regulatory colleges for unions. permalink parent [–]BlueParliamentTory | ON -1 points0 points1 point 4 months ago* (1 child) Does any know if they have to pay three different dues? Or instead of three, just one large payment? permalink parent [–]deltadovertime 1 point2 points3 points 4 months ago (0 children) Three separate dues. Although after confirming it with the teacher they said one is a $500 yearly fee, the other two are regular dues though. permalink parent [–]Issachar 0 points1 point2 points 4 months ago (2 children) Which union are you a member of? permalink parent [–]BenDionneQuebec 1 point2 points3 points 4 months ago (1 child) The SEPF, from the Conseil Scolaire Francophone. permalink parent [–]Issachar 1 point2 points3 points 4 months ago (0 children) hmm.. I don't know what how your union interacts with the bargaining unit. I do know that the BCTF sent emails to all the union reps informing them and I assume yours did something similar. Of course if you or your union rep was teaching a class at the time, they wouldn't necessarily have been able to tell you. But since I assume you took part in the same vote that authorized this strike, what's the problem with finding out the exact dates on the news before you talked to your union rep? It just got you the information sooner. permalink parent [–]gunju11Liberal until Electoral Reform - BC 4 points5 points6 points 4 months ago (11 children) It seems like everyone is entrenched in their view. Is there any unbiased run down of the events? permalink [–]Lol-I-Wear-HatsNeoLiberal | BC 2 points3 points4 points 4 months ago (0 children) One time I got accosted by a drunken teacher on a bus while wearing a BC Liberal pin. So no permalink parent [–]Issachar 3 points4 points5 points 4 months ago (9 children) Of course there isn't. If you're looking for someone without bias, you're going to have to talk to God. ;-) But there are plenty of facts. What were you looking for? I won't claim to be unbiased. I try to correct my biases, but of course no one is ever completely successful in that. What would you like to know? permalink parent [–]Lol-I-Wear-HatsNeoLiberal | BC 5 points6 points7 points 4 months ago (1 child) How is God unbiased? Why it's well known He was/is openly biased towards a single ethnic group for thousands of years! permalink parent [–]Issachar 4 points5 points6 points 4 months ago (0 children) Clearly we're completely out of options for unbiased persons. permalink parent [–]PalpzGod Save the Queen 3 points4 points5 points 4 months ago (1 child) Of course there isn't. If you're looking for someone without bias, you're going to have to talk to God. ;-) I find he's got a very slanted view regarding Luciferian ideologies. permalink parent [–]Issachar 2 points3 points4 points 4 months ago (0 children) What I'm getting from your comment is that the BC-Liberal platform is Luciferian. ;-) permalink parent [–]gunju11Liberal until Electoral Reform - BC 1 point2 points3 points 4 months ago (4 children) Thanks for the heads up. What I'm really looking for is a basic summary of the events, the causes of the hostility, and the demands wanted from both sides. permalink parent [–]Issachar 10 points11 points12 points 4 months ago (3 children) Full disclosure: I know teachers personally. The government is hostile to teachers because the teacher's union backed the NDP during the last election. (And pretty much every election ever held in BC because the NDP is the party of unions.) Their primary concern appears to be containing costs. They've got budget concerns and they need to limit spending. They can't just go raising taxes endlessly. They want a long term contract with basically certain knowledge that costs won't rise. The teachers are hostile to the government because the government unilaterally revoked sections of their last contract (which they secured by lowering wage demands), specifically the section that put limits on classroom composition (i.e. the maximum number of special, problem or behaviour kids that could be placed in a single teacher's classroom). They don't trust the government enough to agree to a long term contract because they assume that the government will do what they did before and unilaterally remove things when they become inconvenient. Their primary concern is getting the classroom composition limits back in their contract. They would also like wage increases (at least keeping pace with inflation, preferably more), but this is secondary to the composition issue. As for a summary, I'm not sure what to say. The hostility between the Liberals and the teacher's union has been around for a long time. The close association of the NDP and the BCTF (the union) does not help in my view. Also in my view, the union seems rather less aggressive in this round of negotiation which I suspect is due to the change in union leadership. permalink parent [–]ChrristoaivalisCooperative Commonwealth Federation 3 points4 points5 points 4 months ago (2 children) This strikes me as a fair estimation. The government is not unreasonable to restrain costs, but the teachers are not unreasonable to be skeptical that what they get in exchange for restraint won't also be taken away by laws circumventing their CBAs. permalink parent [–]Issachar 7 points8 points9 points 4 months ago (1 child) I've got no particular beef with restraining costs, but I've got little respect for someone who isn't prepared to stand behind the cuts that such restraining will require. Okay, so costs require that we put more problem kids into a classroom. Okay, how many then? Ten? Fifteen? More? You won't get any answer out of the government on that. If we need to put 15 problem kids in a class because the government can't afford any less, then the government needs to stand behind that. permalink parent [–]ChrristoaivalisCooperative Commonwealth Federation 2 points3 points4 points 4 months ago (0 children) Agreed fully. permalink parent [–]BlueParliamentTory | ON 5 points6 points7 points 4 months ago (28 children) I have no issue with public sector unions bargaining on behalf of government employees. But they should not have the right to strike. Since striking denies services the public has paid for and causes undue duress to society. That is all I will say regarding this story. I tend to get excited with stories involving unions. permalink [–]TheFlatulentOneRich Less Rich > Poor More Poor[S] 19 points20 points21 points 4 months ago (27 children) What other course of action is left when the government completely ignores and refuses every demand? I underatand your line of reasoning, but if they dont have the right to strike what other methods can they resort to? permalink parent [–]OnlyFactsNoContextIndependent 0 points1 point2 points 4 months ago (15 children) Something that doesn't directly hurt children. ANYTHING that doesn't directly hurt children. permalink parent [–]TheFlatulentOneRich Less Rich > Poor More Poor[S] 19 points20 points21 points 4 months ago (2 children) And why is it that only the unions are to blame for "hurting the children"? It can be argued that the government is equally to blame if they aren't willing to negotiate as well. permalink parent [+]OnlyFactsNoContextIndependent comment score below threshold-6 points-5 points-4 points 4 months ago (1 child) The teachers make the ultimate choice to show up and do their job, or to not show up and hurt the kids. I agree that the government bares responsibility in allowing the situation to get where it was, but the immediate decision that directly hurts the kids is done by the teachers' through their union. permalink parent [–]BenDionneQuebec 4 points5 points6 points 4 months ago (0 children) But if you are imposing a situation unbearable to the teachers, it would still be their responsibility? permalink parent [–]Issachar 10 points11 points12 points 4 months ago (0 children) The problem with that idea is that the government insists on the removing all classroom composition rules. i.e. they want absolutely no limits on how many problem kids, behaviour kids, special needs kids etc. that a school principle can stuff in a class. Principals aren't evil. They're not trying to wreck education, but when their budgets are squeezed from above, (and they are), they're going to do the only thing they can and start stuffing more problem kids in a class. And that's the point of removing the limits. If it was simply a matter of putting a different limit in place then the government could easily propose that and explain how it would maintain educational standards. The only reason to insist on removing limits and rely on "discretion" is to try to pretend that the number of problem kids stuffed in a single class won't change much. This hurts kids. It hurts kids a LOT. Now the pay is an issue as well, but from the teacher's I've talked to it's not the main issue. The BIG issue is classroom composition. (a.k.a. max number of problem kids per class) It's a personal issue because increasing that number destroys their work environment and it's a professional issue because it demolishes education. Teaching is more than "showing up". permalink parent [–]peon72British Columbia -2 points-1 points0 points 4 months ago (10 children) But children make good targets. Children are just a tool to allow the unions a bargaining chip. Children stay home -> parents have to find accommodations for them -> parents get pissed and rage at the government -> government says "oh shit, we are losing potential votes, we need to act" -> union wins. Nobody gives a shit about the children besides the parents who really have no say in the matter and almost no power to change anything. permalink parent [–]jamiesgLiberal | AB 8 points9 points10 points 4 months ago (3 children) Do people actually blame the government? I thought everyone just blamed the teachers. permalink parent [–]Political_JunkyRight-Wing Neoliberal | BC/AB[🍰] 2 points3 points4 points 4 months ago (0 children) From the last few episodes of this revolving door I've seen it seems that public opinion turns very negative on the union very quickly. The union really is giving the government a social contract to play hard with them when they annoy the public so much. permalink parent [–]peon72British Columbia -1 points0 points1 point 4 months ago (1 child) I'm sure some people blame the government. Some people think their special little snowflakes deserve to have teachers with unlimited resources. At the same time, an equal number, if not more, blame the teachers, which I think is a little unfair because they should be blaming the union. permalink parent [–]davey_darling 0 points1 point2 points 4 months ago (0 children) the union is teachers. permalink parent [–]OnlyFactsNoContextIndependent 0 points1 point2 points 4 months ago (5 children) I had teachers strike 3 times on me growing up in BC and ON. One year it cancelled a French immersion trip to France, one year it screwed up our ability to play HS hockey. I also had to sit through 6 years of work-to-rule bullshit. permalink parent [–]ChrristoaivalisCooperative Commonwealth Federation 8 points9 points10 points 4 months ago (0 children) Perhaps you should have paid your coach more for the job he wasn't being paid for? permalink parent [–]edmonton3Canadian 5 points6 points7 points 4 months ago (1 child) I had teachers strike 3 times on me growing up in BC and ON. One year it cancelled a French immersion trip to France, one year it screwed up our ability to play HS hockey. Maybe the parents should take some personal responsibility for organizing and coordinating these things rather then whining that the teachers wont do everything for them without additional compensation. permalink parent [–]PalpzGod Save the Queen 0 points1 point2 points 4 months ago (0 children) I was under the impression that to a large degree, parents weren't allowed to organize such things on their own, or at least not as official school events / teams, without supervision and other involvement by teachers. permalink parent [–]Issachar 7 points8 points9 points 4 months ago (1 child) You realize that "work-to-rule" means that people do precisely what their job description requires right? It's "bullshit" when people do their jobs? permalink parent [–]PalpzGod Save the Queen 1 point2 points3 points 4 months ago (0 children) Let's put it this way: I think it's "bullshit" that as part of the work to rule campaign, the union would fine and or otherwise punish those teacher who might want go to above and beyond doing just what their job description requires. permalink parent [–]gunner_b -2 points-1 points0 points 4 months ago (10 children) What other course of action is left when the government completely ignores and refuses every demand? Well as soon as the government actually does that we could find out. But tell us, what has the teacher's union backed off on if anything? permalink parent [–]TheFlatulentOneRich Less Rich > Poor More Poor[S] 14 points15 points16 points 4 months ago (3 children) On Friday, the government said it wanted to cut teachers' salaries by five per cent because of the limited job action teachers started last month. Fassbender, the education minister, responded to the teachers' announcement saying that he is very disappointed by the decision to strike. He also denied that a promise to reduce teachers' pay during the first stage of job action was a threat, calling it a normal part of bargaining during labour negotiations. This doesn't sound like the teachers are holding the children hostage until they get what they want. This sounds like a last-resort response to a bullying government that won't respect their right to job action. permalink parent [–]gunner_b -1 points0 points1 point 4 months ago (2 children) I never said they were, I asked what concessions they gave, I did see mention of the government dropping from 10 to 6 years. Not exactly ignoring them like you tried to claim. So I'll ask again, what concessions have the teacher's union given? And that sounds like they are getting paid less because they are doing less work, that is how it tends to happen in real life. permalink parent [–]TheFlatulentOneRich Less Rich > Poor More Poor[S] 7 points8 points9 points 4 months ago (1 child) He also denied that a promise to reduce teachers' pay during the first stage of job action was a threat, calling it a normal part of bargaining during labour negotiations. Doesn't sound much like a "less work, less pay" type scenario. Sounds more like it's the government playing hardball. Also, less work for less pay in and of itself is a silly argument. A lot of what the teacher's do isn't payed, it's because they love the school and the kids. They are no longer attending meetings or supervising students outside of class, and limiting their non-class time to one hour before and after school. Sounds to me like they're no longer willing to do the things that are taken for granted until they feel they're being respected. As far as "what concessions they've given"... They aren't in a position to give any. They've been hammered by this government again and again, and now they have to fight for even the bare minimum of regulating class sizes, etc. Even the courts agree that the province has been out of line. http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/b-c-teachers-federation-wins-2m-in-damages-from-province-1.2513211 permalink parent [–]gunner_b -1 points0 points1 point 4 months ago (0 children) until they feel they're being respected. That isn't what they are after, they are asking for more pay. As far as "what concessions they've given"... They aren't in a position to give any. So none, absolutely zero give and take. Yet a second ago you were saying the government was wrong for doing that very thing. permalink parent [–]Issachar 6 points7 points8 points 4 months ago (5 children) But tell us, what has the teacher's union backed off on if anything? Well since they don't keep me appraised of their negotiating (not being a teacher and all that), I can't say what they're doing right now. But I can answer that question to some extent. In the last contract negotiation they backed off on wage demands in exchange for specific limits on classroom composition. (i.e. the number of problem kids, special needs kids, behaviour kids etc.) that could be placed in a single class. This obviously makes the job more pleasant, but it also protects educational standards. (How much attention do you think a teacher can give to the education of 20 kids if the other 10 kids in his class are problem kids?) So they backed off on wages. And this government unilaterally revoked those classroom composition and insisted that there could not be ANY limits on the number of problem kids in a single class. If the government wants to have a productive negotiation, it has to demonsrate that they're not simply going to yank anything they feel like later. The ONLY way to do that is to reverse their past sin. Instead they're doubling down and appealing the court case they lost over that sin. permalink parent [–]gunner_b 1 point2 points3 points 4 months ago (4 children) The whole class size = better grades thing has been debunked several times already. permalink parent [–]Issachar 4 points5 points6 points 4 months ago (2 children) Well for starters, I said class composition, not class size. I'm not talking about the total number, I'm talking about the number of kids you can put in a class that require special attention due to special needs, behaviour problems outside of the normal misbehaving kid and so on. To address your point about class size though, you're partly right and mostly wrong. There is good research to show that there is not a strong link between smaller class size and performance in senior high school. There's a few things to note here. First, the majority of students are not in senior high school, so that doesn't apply to them. The second is that this research is typically based on comparisons between jurisdictions in which other factors vary. For example, a study by the OECD, (reported in the Economist) showed that larger class sizes in east asia are correlated with higher performance. But if we stop there, we're misrepresenting the study because the study also found that those same east asian classrooms were also notably different in that teachers were given significantly more prep time outside of class to prepare lessons, mark classwork and reflect on how best to improve children's learning. And it's a HUGE difference. East Asian teachers typically spend only 10 to 15 hours in the classroom. North American, British and Australian teachers typically spend 20-30 hours or twice as much. So when you try to limit this kind of study to a single word sentence saying that the link has been "debunked", you're not really giving the issue due consideration. But more importantly, I wasn't talking about class size. Classrom composition is is the big deal. Coming back to the question you asked, you wanted to know when the BCTF has backed off on anything. I gave you a very specific answer. The government taught the BCTF what doing that leads to. Now given that, there's not a snowball's chance in hades that the BCTF will agree to a long term contract. Long term deals require trust that the deal isn't going to be changed by the government when it becomes inconvenient and the government sadly gave the BCTF solid reasons not to trust them. permalink parent [–]gunner_b 2 points3 points4 points 4 months ago (1 child) When they count teachers do they count the extra EAs in the classroom that specifically help with problem children? But mainly it comes down to affordability. 13.5% over 3 years is hardly reasonable or affordable. permalink parent [–]SupaTy 0 points1 point2 points 4 months ago (0 children) There have been cutbacks to EA's as well. If a classroom has them sometimes they are finished work before school ends due to cutbacks permalink parent [–]GudahttSocial Democrat | NL 1 point2 points3 points 4 months ago (0 children) Class size != class composition. permalink parent [–]Political_JunkyRight-Wing Neoliberal | BC/AB[🍰] 1 point2 points3 points 4 months ago (7 children) Here we go again. At this point it may be more efficient to report when the BC teacher's union is NOT on strike. permalink [–]davey_darling 6 points7 points8 points 4 months ago (1 child) When was the last time they were on strike (as in students locked out of schools) permalink parent [–]Garfong 1 point2 points3 points 4 months ago (0 children) In BC it was the 1999-2000 school year. After that teachers were declared an essential service, and forced to continue teaching even during a strike. permalink parent [–]RealJesusChrisproportional representation 4 points5 points6 points 4 months ago (1 child) Or when the Liberals are NOT gutting the school system. permalink parent [–]KrazeeEyesKillaOntario 2 points3 points4 points 4 months ago (0 children) Come to Ontario where our Liberals gave so much to teachers they started to call their leader the Education Premier. Wait...oh no apparently we ran out of money/good credit for teacher raises 2 years ago and they picketed the last Liberal convention. permalink parent [–]Garfong 1 point2 points3 points 4 months ago (2 children) Yep. When I was in Grade 11 one of my teachers warned us that there was going to be a strike in our Grade 12 year because the teacher's contract was expiring. Sure enough... permalink parent [–]edmonton3Canadian 0 points1 point2 points 4 months ago (1 child) Happened to us, they told us lots of extra curricular stuff (trips, some sports teams) would probably get cut depending on how the negotiations went. So some parents stepped up to the plate at the start of the year and started volunteering to do the things the teachers were basically volunteering to do already, and life went on. permalink parent [–]Garfong 0 points1 point2 points 4 months ago (0 children) We missed classes. Which was especially fun, since this is when they still had provincial exams worth 40% of our mark in academic courses. permalink parent [–][deleted] 4 months ago* (2 children) [deleted] [–]Issachar 2 points3 points4 points 4 months ago (1 child) On another note, why am I, a highschool student, bearing the brunt of these strikes? You're not. Teachers are and parents of children who require child care are. You're having one day less of school per week. That's not going to signficantly impact your education and you can easily correct the problem by working ahead if you want to. A long term, full scale strike would impact your education, but that's not what's happening. By contrast, this strike is going to reduce teachers pay by 20% because they don't get paid when they're on strike and they're on strike one day out of five. Parents of younger children who still require child care are going to have to find supervision for their kids at their own inconvenience or expense. permalink [–]DonkeyKwong7Liberal 0 points1 point2 points 4 months ago (0 children) Fair point. Still, it seems that the actual teachers get the worst of it then, which seems to be shooting oneself in the foot a bit. permalink parent about blog about team source code advertise jobs help wiki FAQ reddiquette rules contact us tools mobile firefox extension chrome extension buttons widget <3 reddit gold store redditgifts reddit AMA app reddit.tv radio reddit Use of this site constitutes acceptance of our User Agreement and Privacy Policy. © 2014 reddit inc. All rights reserved. REDDIT and the ALIEN Logo are registered trademarks of reddit inc. close this window you'll need to login or register to do that create a new account all it takes is a username and password privacy philosophy we limit data collected about you and your use of the platform, your personal information is never for sale, we use and disclose information to prevent people from abusing the platform, but we never disclose it for any other reason unless required by law. for more information, see our privacy policy. username:try anotheravailable! account recovery email:  (optional)we only send email at your request password: verify password: remember me create account is it really that easy? only one way to find out... login already have an account and just want to login? username: password: remember me recover password login close this window interface language English [en]العربية [ar]Беларуская мова [be]български език [bg]Bosanski [bs]català [ca]česky [cs]dansk [da]Deutsch [de]Ελληνικά [el]English (Australia) [en-au]English (Canadian) [en-ca]English (Great Britain) [en-gb]English [en-us]Esperanto [eo]español [es]español [es-ar]eesti keel [et]Euskara [eu]فارسی [fa]suomi [fi]français [fr]Gàidhlig [gd]עברית [he]मानक हिन्दी [hi]hrvatski [hr]Magyar [hu]Հայերեն լեզու [hy]Bahasa Indonesia [id]íslenska [is] (*)italiano (Italy) [it]日本語 [ja]ಕನ್ನಡ [kn_IN]한국어 [ko]Latin [la]1337 [leet]LOL [lol]lietuvių kalba [lt]latviešu valoda [lv]Nederlands [nl]Nynorsk [nn]Norsk [no]Arrrrrrrr! [pir]polski [pl]português [pt] (*)português [pt-pt]português brasileiro [pt_BR]română [ro]русский [ru]slovenčina [sk]slovenščina [sl]српски језик [sr]Srpski [sr-la]Svenska [sv]தமிழ் [ta]ภาษาไทย [th]Türkçe [tr]українська мова [uk]Tiếng Việt [vi]中文 [zh] (*) incomplete volunteer to translate π Rendered by PID 7648 on app-133 at 2014-10-07 19:36:45.324336+00:00 running 143b6e5 country code: US.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12706,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 1999 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 12, Number 2, October 1999 Nelson teachers find archaeological marvel by Nancy Knickerbocker The three hunters had taken two big rams and were searching for their final kill. They had already trekked more than eight hours through the wilderness of the Tatshenshini-Alsek National Park. Suddenly they stumbled upon something so utterly out of place it seemed otherworldly. It was nothing more than a broken stick, but in that landscape any amount of wood was an unlikely and intriguing find. “We were hiking along the edge of a glacier, far above the tree line, when we found this piece of wood,” said Mike Roche, a math and science teacher at Trafalgar Junior Secondary School, in Nelson. “A bit further along, we found another piece, and the two fit together perfectly to make what looked like a walking stick, four to five feet long. Then we found another piece of wood, but this time with carvings and a hook in it. That’s when we began to realize we’d come across something really special.” Roche’s friend Warren Ward, an English and social studies teacher, also at Trafalgar, grabbed his binoculars to survey the area. Further away, he spied something that looked like a mitten, and a larger pile of debris. “Hey, I think we found the guy whose walking stick broke back there!” he shouted to Roche and their third companion, Bill Hanlon, a shop teacher at Elkford Secondary School, in Nelson. There, in a crevice at the edge of the glacial ice, they discovered the frozen remains of an aboriginal hunter. The three men began scouring the site and soon found a number of artifacts, including a knife in a sheath with an antler handle, a leather jacket or cloak, and a backpack of sorts. The discovery inspired a range of feelings, from excitement and awe to fear and horror. “We thought it was the guy’s back we could see, and perhaps his pelvis, which still had flesh on it,” Roche recalled. “It was spooky... “At the same time, we felt a connection because we really were in the middle of nowhere and here was this guy, a hunter like us, and he died right here. We thought: Could that happen to us?” Ward said: “There was a heaviness in finding human remains. Also a feeling of our vulnerability.” Above all, Ward felt respect and admiration for this early hunter, who lived off the land and endured the bitter climate wearing leather clothing, not the high-tech waterproof fibres that keep modern humans comfortable. “This fellow—everything that sustained him he had to catch with his own hands.” The three teachers spent only half an hour with the man local Aboriginal people have named Kwaday Dan Sinchi, meaning “long ago person found.” Only just beginning to comprehend the magnitude of their find, they carefully marked the location of the body on a map and set off on the long trek back to camp. “We knew it was a forensic site, so we didn’t want to disturb anything,” said Roche. At the same time, they wanted to have something to show the archaeologists in Whitehorse as evidence of the quality of their discovery. They decided to take the flint knife in its sheath, but Ward confessed to a sense of unease. “I’ve taught The Curse of King Tut’s Tomb at least 20 times, and since all the people involved with that find died of unnatural causes, it does give you a feeling of discomfort to remove anything,” Ward said. Eight hours later, having traversed rough terrain, the men arrived exhausted at their camp, which was located near the bottom of a large rock slide. It began raining hard, and the sound of rocks tumbling and moving in the night kept jolting the hunters alert through a restless night. The next day, they broke camp, hiked the miles back to the highway, and headed in to Whitehorse to consult with the archaeologists at the Beringia Museum. “The people there were absolutely amazed,” Roche said. “They were beside themselves, they were so excited. They got ready to go out on the glacier right away. Within a few hours, the archaeologists were heading out in a chopper with some of the local First Nations people.” The body was found on the traditional territory of the Champagne and Aishihik First Nation. Their chief, Bob Charlie, said, “This person will have much to tell us, to help us understand our past, and the history of our homeland.” Within days, the news flashed around the world about the stunning find. International experts engaged in intense speculation about the precise age of Kwaday Dan Sinchi, with some venturing to say he could be as old as 10,000 years and others estimating mere decades. Either way, his existence gives scientists an extraordinary glimpse back in time. DNA testing will allow them to determine an enormous amount of information. While intact ancient bodies have been found in the Andes, the Austrian Alps, and Siberia, there have been no similar finds in B.C. or the Yukon to date. Ancient bodies with well-preserved soft tissue can also yield a wealth of information about such things as nutrition, the immune system, and cause of death. Now the body is under investigation at the Royal British Columbia Museum, which has 18 months in which to conduct its studies before returning the remains to the First Nations people. DNA testing will determine whether this person was an ancestor of today’s Champagne Aishihik people. “The word fate has come up again and again,” said Roche. “Had the weather turned one day earlier, we probably would not have been there. Had we come a week earlier, he would probably have still been under the glacier... It just seemed destined that we find him. And we are absolutely enthralled and captivated. Our students just can’t get enough information about it either.” Ward agrees. “We’re doing a social studies unit on early man, homo erectus, right now, and it couldn’t fit in better with our find this summer.” In Roche’s classes, students are exploring the science of carbon dating. He explained that every plant and animal contains radioactive isotopes of Carbon 14, which decomposes into Nitrogen 14 when the organism dies. By measuring the levels of radioactivity in human remains, scientists can date them very accurately. Carbon-dating tests are not yet complete; results are expected to be available within weeks. Watch for a follow-up story on the age of Kwaday Dan Sinchi in the next issue of Teacher newsmagazine. Nancy Knickerbocker is the BCTF’s media relations officer. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/PEA-Newsletter.aspx?id=21326,BCTF > PEA Newsletter #7, June 22, 2010  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development PEA newsletter archives 2013-14  2012-13  2011-12    2010-11  2009-10    Home > Publications > Newsletters and Alerts > Public Ed. Advocates Newsletter > 2009-10 Archives Public Education Advocates Newsletter June 22, 2010, Issue #7 Government targets Vancouver trustees, ignores public education funding The reaction of the Vancouver School Board to the Comptroller-General Cheryl Wenezenki-Yolland’s report could have been played out in any school district in BC. Minister of Education Margaret MacDiarmid asked the comptroller-general to assist the Vancouver school board to ensure a balanced budget. The report criticized the Vancouver school board for carrying out their obligations to the community rather than taking actions necessary to please the Liberal government. The minister could have chosen any district in BC. The finding would be the same. All boards are cutting. Trustees are democratically elected with the expectation they serve within the guidelines set out in the School Act and the funding provided by the provincial government. A key role of trustees is to advocate on behalf of their communities. The comptroller-general (page 29 of the report), clearly puts a significant share of the blame for the 2010–11 budget short fall on the government. The Liberal government failed to provide the necessary long-range planning for public education and the necessary structure to hear concerns from the education partners. The numbers tell the real story Each budget year, the Ministry of Education says that the ministry is providing “more funding than ever” during a sustained period of declining student enrolment. The facts tell a different story! BC student/educator ratio is worse than the national average. Per capita spending in BC public schools is far below the national average. BC government spending on education in relation to the total provincial budget is steadily falling. Every area of student support has fewer specialist teachers. The number of classes with three or more students with IEPs continues to rise. Further cuts to funding are predicted for 2010–11. This will force school districts to dismantle more programs. Districts are obligated to take on more downloaded Liberal initiatives without adequate funding. Joan Axford of the BC Association of School Business Officials points to an increasing structural shortfall. The unstable and chronic annual underfunding of public education by the Liberal government has left boards with few choices in order to balance their budgets. School district budget cuts impact children in care and youth at risk Teachers have voiced their concerns that school boards are being forced to reduce student support services in almost every school district in the province. The BCTF has requested the representative for children and youth to formally investigate the impact of school district budget cuts on the direct services to students with special needs and the ESL/ESD programs in school districts throughout BC. Our members are reporting, boards are choosing to protect classroom positions at the expense of learning specialist teacher positions such as learning assistance, resource room teachers, ESL/ESD, counsellors, and teacher-librarians. Experienced learning specialist teachers who provided learning assistance, behaviour intervention, or counselling are being put back into classrooms. Students with special needs or learning disabilities will see less sustained contact time with a teacher in a class of 30 or more. As a result, students with special needs, especially children in care and youth at risk, will have diluted services and less contact time with learning specialist teachers. Cuts will further increase caseloads for learning specialist teachers which means less contact time for our most vulnerable students. Liberals bully locally elected government School board autonomy is being attacked by the Liberal government. Comments by the education minister over the past year are directed at school boards, including threats to replace boards failing to submit balanced budgets; amalgamating school boards; suggestions trustees are untrained and fiscally incompetent; and defending cuts to secondary school sports competitions by claiming secondary school athletes could replace school competitions by exercising or “dancing in the park.” The most recent plan to reduce school board autonomy is the introduction of a cost-saving scheme to centralize payroll and accounting services and substitute teacher (teacher on call) dispatch. Other mandated programs, such as the carbon-offset credits, have been forced on districts without consultation. School boards are now waiting for more surprises in the 2010–11 school year. Parents, students, and the general public fight education funding cuts The dramatic decline in funding for public schools has continued for almost a decade. Neighbourhood schools are disappearing. Class sizes have increased. Student-support services have dwindled. While declining enrolment was a factor in many districts, small declines do not result in substantial savings. Declines have usually been only a handful of students per school. Enrolments will be increasing due to Full-day Kindergarten and record birth rates. The other factor was the choice of the provincial government to reduce tax revenue through generous reductions in corporate taxes. More information? Need to know more about funding cuts to public education? Visit stopeducationcuts.org. See how BC community service groups, faith groups, and the art and culture groups are joining together by creating a blueprint for a Better BC  If you know of anyone interested in advocating for public education, forward this newsletter or ask them to visit www.bctf.ca/publications/PEA-Newsletter.aspx?id=21326  Anyone can join by registering for the Public Education Advocates newsletter at www.bctf.ca/signup.cfm?list=publicedadvocates. What can you do? Talk to your trustees to encourage your school board to speak out for local autonomy and funding. Write a letter to the editor of your community paper defending locally elected school boards. Join a local advocacy group to defend and speak out for the right to a fully funded public education.     Email Facebook Twitter Friend of public education? Join our e-mail list to read about the issues and get involved. About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141006,news1130.com,http://news1130.com/,Redirecting...)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/GlobalEd/music/lively.html,Professional Development Back Lively*Up*Yourself The only world music summer camp available for hands-on instruction with world music artists, Lively*Up*Yourself is an annual two week program held at the Roundhouse Community Centre in Vancouver. Youth ages 12-18 learn percussion-based music from around the globe, perform for the community and enjoy a one day pass to the Vancouver Folk Music Festival. This year's program, which runs from July 8-19 with instruction or both beginner and advanced levels, includes Afro Cuban rhythms with Trevor Salloum, Brazilian samba with Joseph "Pepe" Danza, Japanese taiko with Bonnie Soon and Zimbabwean marimbas with Pasipamire Gunguwo. For more details on the camp, visit the Roundhouse web site or contact Valerie Dare at vdare@britannia.vsb.bc.ca.)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2011/06/personalized-learning-portfolio-writ.html,Staffroom Confidential: Personalized Learning: Portfolio writ large? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, June 21, 2011 Personalized Learning: Portfolio writ large? There was a grass roots revolt against "Portfolio". First, by teachers, who understood that it had been designed without any meaningful input from those on the ground who would be implementing it. Students, understanding that they were receiving little support began an online petition which eventually had over 7,500 signatures. Then, by parents, who understood when it became a barrier to graduation for their own children. Eventually, the government pulled back and canceled it. It's a shame, because at the core, Portfolio was a good idea. But it was also a classic example of what happens when a single good pedagogical idea is cherry picked by an eager politician and implemented by people who do not actually work in the system without any money. So with Personalized Learning. A lovely new book has been produced by the Ministry to score some points with the electorate and to appear to be involving teachers, parents and the community in the discussion. (http://www.personalizedlearningbc.ca) A handful of people will fill in the blanks, probably with a wide assortment of ideas based on anything from solid research to personal experience, and the government will say it "consulted". Meanwhile, they will forge ahead with their own plans. Ironically, within the lovely book are some glaring contradictions. Personalized learning with standardized report cards. Less rigid curriculum with more frequent standardized testing. But the most glaring omission? Money. Let's remember Portfolio again. A new course. Every student required to take it. No funding whatsoever (well, to be fair, a few pennies for a few workshops - but no per student funding at all). Counselor time had to be used to meet with students and help them prepare because there was no portfolio "course". This was typically taken from other teaching time, meaning increased class sizes in the rest of the school. Most Districts also purchased expensive online portfolio systems, with funds coming from other areas of the District budget and corresponding cuts in those areas. For what? For the whole thing to be discontinued and replaced a few short years later with the graduation transition plan. I am not opposed to significant change. There are lots of things wrong with how our schools are organized. But this government plan will not lead to improvements - it will lead to fewer services for students. It is a cost cutting measure dressed up in nice pedagogical clothing with "pseudo" consultation. If the government were truly interested in moving to "great" schools from "good" schools, they would properly fund the system, they would have a thorough discussion with all the participants (royal commission?), and they would eliminate the profiteers from the discussion (we really don't need the technology council telling us how to sell more IT products to school districts). Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 10:21 AM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 5 comments: Starleigh GrassJune 21, 2011 at 12:55 PM If this government believes so strongly in collaboration why aren't they collaborating with one of the key stakeholders - teachers? It is unfortunate because many teachers I talk to are ready for a shift in education and if the government was willing to participate in honest to goodness cooperative collaboration we could create something amazing. I worry that this will be imposed from the top down, and when teachers bring up issues with it their comments will be seen as resistent rather than constructive.ReplyDelete Tara EhrckeJune 22, 2011 at 9:51 AM I have to thank a colleague who pointed out my misuse of the word "fulsome" which I have now corrected. Fulsome: –adjective 1. offensive to good taste, especially as being excessive; overdone or gross: fulsome praise that embarrassed her deeply; fulsome décor. 2. disgusting; sickening; repulsive: a table heaped with fulsome mounds of greasy foods. 3. excessively or insincerely lavish: fulsome admiration.ReplyDelete Kathy CouchJune 22, 2011 at 10:41 PM Still laughing about that definition and the many times I have heard that term used incorrectly in the past 4 months.ReplyDelete NoraJune 23, 2011 at 9:54 AM Thanks for so clearly summarizing what has been bugging me since we first started hearing about 21st century learning, Tara. I'm all for seeing change in the way we teach and am excited about integrating technology into my program. But when I see the literature coming from the ministry (scant on details as it tends to be) I can't help but read between the lines. I had a class of 21 students in late French immersion this year and had one of the best years of my teaching career. Working only 0.909 I had three extra periods for prep. each week and had the time to create many fun projects and do lots of different kinds of assessment. I was able to personalize my students' math programs in a way that met their individual needs and significantly cut down on their math anxiety. I can see such a difference in my students' oral French skills this year compared with last year when I had 30 students and worked a 1.0. This is the change we need to see in our system- more prep periods for teachers and fewer students per class and then we will be able to teach more creatively and tend to our students' individual needs. Sadly, it doesn't look like this is what the ministry is planning...ReplyDelete LGTJune 27, 2011 at 1:36 AM Here here! As usual Tara you have put into words what is so blatantly and unfortunately, typically ironic, regarding most of the 'schemes' that government comes up with to make themselves look good and of course, to keep themselves employed. As usual they have devised something quickly, without very much depth or foresight and which lacks holistic and supported ideas and in the end is mosty ‘jargon’ and will probably be a waste of whatever time and money is thrown at it, especially to promote itself. I agree with Tara's description of what “personalized learning” means and looks like. Ideally that is how I believe education should take place, as well as having a strong element of integrated and relevant curriculum with a connection to community and the world.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ▼  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ▼  June (14) Saanich board convinces gov't to release hold-back... BC teachers vote 90% in favour of job action Trustees give raise for themselves, but propose ze... Why does the CUPW dispute matter for teachers and ... Community Social Services workers prepare for job ... BCPSEA, Gov't and Trustees: Proposing Wisconsin No... A 21st Century Educator Personalized Learning: Portfolio writ large? The myth of the "me too" clause Saanich Board submits deficit budget BCPSEA: Fostering division and polarization or pro... Wondering what "personlized learning" means? Just ... Strategic facilities plans - a plan for more schoo... Back to the Future? Will the Liberals under Christ... ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7932,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 17, Number 5, March 2005  Readers write Responses to "It’s all about achievement" These letters were received in response to an article in The Vancouver Sun, which resulted from David Denyer’s article "It’s all about achievement," in the Nov./Dec. 2004 issue of Teacher. Good news on the front page of The Vancouver Sun and someone is finally saying it and, most extraordinary of all, The Sun is picking up on it! These were my thoughts when I got the paper this morning. Your message is "right on," and it needs the widest circulation. Teachers all over the province will be cheering you on! We are on the cusp of a defining moment: Do we want children to be enthusiastic lifelong learners, fully self-actualized citizens, or do we want them to be drudges in the George Orwell nightmare? I write as the founder of the Drawing Network, which was created to demonstrate that children have a natural language in drawing that contributes to all language values except immediate and practical communication, and in a blessed confluence, contributes to the joyful acquistion of literacy at the same time. When I worked with student teachers in the system (for some 28 years), the atmosphere was a good deal more conducive to the mental health of teachers and children. I keep in touch now with teachers who tell me how depressing the ambience is, and standards, constant supervision, and a narrow view of the "educated person," are the principle causes. Now the bureaucrats and educational right wingers have one thing in mind: to create a "work camp" for children. Bob Steele, associate professor (Emeritus) UBC, Vancouver Thanks for your article about work camps. I agree completely and often suggest that school for many children is partly jail and partly child abuse. Rather than recognize learning differences, we cram more into smaller spaces and turn those who don’t fit into behaviour problems or learning problems. Students exist to generate numbers; the data is collected in a larger receptacle and sent on to the district, etc. It would make a good satirical cartoon. Perhaps students who finish work quickly should be made to stay in and practise working more slowly so they don’t become a problem for teachers. Students who read well should be given glasses to make words blurry so they slow down. Students who don’t fit the mold become behaviour or learning problem students or simple failures. I have eight IEPs in my class of 31 because the system can’t meet their needs and won’t admit it. Failing them means the system has failed. Which it has. They are not failures; they just can’t handle the work-camp atmosphere of school and its one-dimensional approach to them. Our system has finally advanced enough to be effective in the Industrial Revolution. Barry Loewen Summerland  Retired teachers’ advocacy Over the past two years, the B.C. Retired Teachers’ Association Board of Directors has noted that retirees, as both seniors and educators, appear to be very hard hit by the economic and social changes brought in by the B.C. government. The members of our organization began to question what we were doing about the situation. The directors felt that we had to take a more pro-active approach, yet remain a politically non-partisan organization. In the autumn of 2003, a subcommittee of the BCRTA Social Concerns Committee was established to discover if any other retired teachers’ organization had faced this particular problem. It was found that the Retired Teachers of Ontario had, some six years earlier, established a committee to work on this very problem. After examining what Ontario had done, the BCRTA Board of Directors created a standing committee on advocacy. One of the functions of the advocacy committee will be to prepare position papers on issues of concern to our members. Our position will be made known to any candidate running for political office in the province. Our first paper, which we hope to have ready for the next provincial election, is on healthcare. Another function will be to liaise with other educator and/or senior groups to make sure that decision makers understand our position. We will also be urging our members to take a more active role in the electoral process, by attending all-candidates meetings, asking questions of the candidates, and urging the candidates to support our position on issues of concern to us as seniors and educators. For more information about the BCRTA’s role in advocacy, please contact our office, 604-871-2260; they can redirect your question. Glen Pinch White Rock It’s determination not ability It is amazing and gratifying to see the response of Canadians and others around the world to the victims of the tsunami that struck southern Asia. However, the response also points to a huge flaw in the neo-conservative management styles of many governments including Canada, the United States, and British Columbia. Usually, when neo-conservatives are faced with a social problem, say homeless people, their response is to deny that there is enough money to deal with the problem and that money isn’t the solution anyway. Only when those problems become "disasters" (homeless people possibly freezing to death in unusually cold weather) is money "found." The Asian disaster should clearly send a message to all of us that money is not the problem. Political will is the problem. We can have a decent equitable healthcare system, a stable equitable education system, and a compassionate equitable social-assistance system. The money is there. The political will to collect the money is not there. When disaster strikes, people are usually only too willing to try to make amends through their monetary donations. It is an unfortunate reality that neo-conservatives and neo-conservative groups like the Fraser Institute and the Canadian Taxpayers’ Federation have convinced us to elect governments that view crumbling healthcare, education, and social assistance not as disasters but as the result of "mismanagement." The only mismanagement I can see these days is with governments that refuse to have the political will to collect and distribute tax money for the benefit of the society rather than the benefit of individuals. The tsunami relief effort allows us to see that neo-conservatives, like the emperor, have no clothes. Keeping more money in our individual pockets will not bring about solutions to the healthcare, education, and social problems we face any more than keeping more money in our pockets would help the tsunami victims. A provincial election is looming, and I think the question we need to ponder is Do we want to build a province where some individuals prosper or a province where we work together to make a better society for all of us? Peter Vogt Nicola Valley Jamaican thank you On behalf of the president, other officers and members of the Jamaica Teachers’ Association, we wish to thank the BCTF for the assistance sent to the Caribbean Union of Teachers to assist teachers affected by the hurricanes that passed through the region late last year. The sum sent was divided equally among the four islands that received most damage from the hurricanes, namely, Bahamas, Grenada, Haiti, and Jamaica. The funds were used by the teachers’ unions in the respective islands to assist some teachers. Once again, we thank you and the members of BCTF for your generosity and caring. We wish for all a successful 2005. Adolph Cameron JTA Secretary General Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8826,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, Number 4, March 2004 Tuition fees increase Let’s be clear about the effect of unsustainable cost and the resulting debts on individual students. Wherever tuition goes down, enrolment goes up. And where does the increase in students come from? From those with less money. In other words, the lower the fees, the more egalitarian the society. The lower the fees, the more we are able to release the genius of the citizenry as a whole. And that genius, that collective unconscious is the key to a successful democracy. – John Ralston Saul by Summer McFadyen Students across British Columbia are bracing for another round of tuition increases. Several of B.C.’s post-secondary institutions have projected tuition increases of up to 35% for the 2004–05 academic year. Budget letters from Gordon Campbell and Advanced Education Minister Shirley Bond have told post-secondary institutions that their budgets will be cut by five percent in 2004–05. This will be the third year of massive tuition fee increases since Gordon Campbell broke his promise to freeze tuition fees. In the last two years, tuition fees have increased by more than 80% at B.C. universities and by more than 100% at B.C. colleges. Administrators at Simon Fraser University have proposed tuition fee increases of up to 35% for the coming year, which would take fees at SFU to almost $5,000 per year. Students at the University of Victoria expect to face another 30% increase. "Tuition fees at Okanagan University College have nearly tripled after this year’s increase," said Shayne Robinson, a student at Kelowna’s Okanagan University College (OUC). Tuition fees at the Penticton Campus of OUC, which has no real library, increased from $1,400 in 2001–02 to $3,800 this year. At Vancouver Community College, college administrators plan to implement fees of $280 per course for adult basic education (Grade 4 to 12) courses. Adult basic education courses, offered to those attempting to complete or upgrade their high school equivalency, have, until recently, been provided at no cost. "The massive tuition fee increases introduced by Premier Campbell have forced many students to drop out of school because they simply cannot afford an education," said Summer McFadyen, B.C. chairperson of the Canadian Federation of Students. "It’s no longer a matter of merit, but rather the size of a students’ pocket book." Shayne Robinson agreed. "The truth is, some of my former classmates aren’t in classes this semester simply because the cost of an education has gotten out of hand." The rapid fee increases have had a negative impact on students pursuing post-secondary studies—student debt has risen, and accessibility has declined. Statistics Canada’s Youth in Transition Study, released in January 2002, considered the implications of rapid tuition fee increases over the past decade. The study found that financial barriers were overwhelmingly the most common barriers to access for young people in Canada. Over 70% of high school graduates who had not gone on to post-secondary education because of barriers listed their financial situation as a primary obstacle. A similar percentage of respondents who had dropped out of a post-secondary program cited financial barriers as a primary reason for not continuing with their education. A recent study, "Access Denied: The affordability of post-secondary education in Canada," confirms that B.C. is at an historical low in ensuring the affordability of post-secondary education. Post-secondary education is less affordable today than at any time in the last 60 years. The report examines changes in tuition fees from 1857 to 2002. When fees are adjusted for inflation, undergraduate university students today are paying more than at any other time in the past century, and six times what a student was charged in 1914. Despite the premier’s assertion that higher tuition fees increase access to post-secondary education, numerous studies provide evidence of the negative impact of increased tuition fees on the participation rates of low and middle-income students. The University of Western Ontario Study on Accessibility (1999) was conducted over a four-year period to determine the effect of deregulated tuition fees on accessibility. As tuition fees rose, the study documented a dramatic decline in participation rates from low-income families by the fourth and final year of the study. As a result of deregulated tuition fees, there was a 50% decline in the participation of low-income students (to only 7.7% of students). Premier Gordon Campbell will be remembered as the premier who deliberately and dramatically increased the cost of obtaining an education. The Canadian Federation of Students’ Bring Tuition Fees Back to Earth Campaign seeks to raise awareness of the effect of Gordon Campbell’s policies on youth, students, and the post-secondary education system. For more information about the student federation, or to get involved in the campaign for an accessible, high-quality, fully funded, public post-secondary education system, go to www.cfs.bc.ca. Summer McFadyen is B.C. chairperson of the Canadian Federation of Students. Founded in 1981, the Canadian Federation of Students currently unites more than 450,000 college and university students across Canada through a co-operative alliance of over 70 students’ unions. Since 1926, the Federation and its predecessor organizations have been the voice of Canada’s student movement. The Canadian Federation of Students is demanding that the B.C. Liberals: • Legislate tuition fees to be set at 2001–02 levels. • Increase post-secondary education funding. • Increase significantly the number of fully funded spaces available to students at B.C.’s public post-secondary institutions. • Maintain and augment the needs-based, non-repayable grants program. • Call on the federal government to restore federal funding for post-secondary education and to negotiate a national agreement on standards of quality, accessibility, and mobility for post-secondary education. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/parents.aspx?id=3600,BCTF > Parent-teacher interviews  	For parents  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents Advocating for Public Education  Home & School Communication  Hot Topics  Learning Conditions  Presentations for Parents  Reading  Safety at School  Special Education  Supporting Your Child's Learning  For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > For Parents > Home and School Communication Parent-Teacher Interviews Parent-teacher interviews provide the best opportunity to learn about your child's progress, and are an important step in creating positive home/school communication. How to prepare for the interview Before the conference with the teacher: Make a list of any general or specific questions that you want to ask your child's teacher(s). Ask your child what he/she would like you to ask or tell his/her teacher. Think about any specific information you will need to let the teacher know—for example, any home or family changes that the teacher needs to be sensitive to, any health issues that affect your child, any recent family deaths or dramatic changes that have had an impact on your child, etc. Consider what special things you would like the teacher to know about your child. During the interview Do your best to be on time for your interview. In order to fit everyone in, teachers have to stick to a fairly tight schedule during the interview hours. If you have to cancel your appointment, phone the school to let them know and you can re-book for another meeting date. Begin on a positive note. Mention something that your child enjoys about school or the particular classroom they are in. Make sure that you check up on your child's social interactions at school as well as his/her academic progress. Ask the teacher how your child gets along with others and if there is anything in particular that you should know about his/her social and emotional progress. Also, ask about your child's work habits, behaviour, participation and learning style. Let the teacher know your child's interests, hobbies, and strengths, as well as areas where he/she needs extra encouragement. Don't hesitate to make notes while the teacher is talking so that you will remember what he/she said once you get home. Ask the teacher about the classroom rules and discipline, homework procedures and overall expectations for students. If the teacher raises problems, don't get angry or defensive. Remember that talking together is the best way to make sure that these issues are addressed before they grow bigger and that your child has the support he/she needs to make improvements. Ask questions, share ideas that have worked for you at home and be an active part of planning ways to make things better. Ask the teacher what is the most important thing you can do at home to support your child's learning. End the conference on a positive note. After the conference When you get home from the conference: Speak honestly with your child about the discussion you had with his/her teacher. Tell your child both the positive feedback and any problem areas that were discussed, as well as plans that you and the teacher made to help your child make improvements. Start right away on any plans for improvement and be very consistent. This helps show your child that you consider them important and that everyone (parent, teacher and child) can work together to make positive changes. It also models for your child how to take on problems and turn them around. If you have a partner or spouse who was unable to attend the conference, fill them in on the information as soon as possible. Keep in regular contact with the teacher.   About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media last tweet "" @ - 12:00am Follow @ last post "" facebook/ - Jan 1st Like Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=21921,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 23, Number 4, Jan./Feb. 2011   Thank you Mr. Dawes By Phyllis Ferguson   Teachers are often thanked at the end of a long career with mention made of the thousands of students they influenced in 30 or more years of service. However, some teachers have a positive and life-long impact in a much shorter period of time. I believe Jack Dawes taught for only three years, but I was fortunate enough to have him as my teacher for two of those. Originally from Lynn Lake in northern Manitoba, he was assigned to the small town of Miniota at the upper edge of the south-west corner of the province. We were told that Miniota meant “good water” and it was a good place as well, a place of large families and community spirit. In 1961, it consisted of about 250 people living on the edge of the Assiniboine River Valley. In our classroom, in straight rows of desks bolted to the floor, were packed 40 or more eight-, nine-, and ten-year-olds who did not yet know that we were “baby boomers.” Since I had spent my Grade 3 year in the hamlet of Lena, further south with 17 of us in a one-room school, 40 seemed a daunting number to me; how did it look from the viewpoint of the energetic young man barely in his 20s standing at the front? Although all adults seem so tall to children, even we could see that Mr. Dawes was short as he was almost eye level to us. Perhaps that, plus his youth, is why he still retained some sense of our perspective. He seemed to enjoy life and so did we. To the basic curriculum he added such unheard of novelties such as “multiplication bingo” on a Friday afternoon. Unlike my previous teachers who insisted that when I finished my work early, I must sit quietly with my hands folded on my desk, he permitted me to read. We left the classroom to go on nature-study hikes down into the valley. Once, he even decided that we should have a pet show. Incredible excitement to us and incredible courage (or naivety) on his part. We were not urban children with tiny pets in neat cages. Danny brought an elderly draft horse; Madeleine had found a fledgling owl. Many cats plus kittens were shocked to find themselves ousted from the barn for a trip to town to the delight of the various canines, who had never been on leashes before, so ignored or entangled the young owners at the other end. In my memory my beloved black-and-tan dog, Tinker, looked incredibly handsome in her yellow crepe paper ruff and clown hat, but I don’t recall if she won the costume class over my friend Carol’s fat collie who had only tolerated a piece of gauze taped to her flank. Carol wore a nurse’s cap on her head as she explained repeatedly that Lassie was dressed as a patient. By some miracle no child or animal needed true medical attention by the end of that memorable day. Mr. Dawes did not seem to view education or his responsibility to us as something that ended at the four o’clock bell. Mind you, perhaps the fact that he boarded in a home at the end of our street meant that he didn’t really have much choice! When our dear friend, Margaret Anne, received a stamp pad and rubber letters as a gift, Carol and I joined her scheme to create a newspaper. It took only one after- school session to realize that this was an inky way to produce very little. I don’t remember how Mr. Dawes became involved, but somehow he agreed to provide the carbon paper and run off copies for us on the school’s Gestetner machine. Muggins, Kettle, and I (then nick-named “Sid”) produced seven or eight issues and sold the copies for a nickel each. We actually overheard and broke the news of the town’s new fire engine before it was announced in the local weekly and, to my pride, my article about our CGIT and Explorer party was reproduced exactly as written in that same paper. The whole experience was tremendously exhilarating and confidence building. I am not sure if we ever thanked Mr. Dawes for his “technical assistance.” Only when I was in my 20s myself, with a busy work and social life, did I look back and realize that he must have had other things, like sleep on his mind on a Saturday morning. The one time he didn’t meet us at the school as scheduled, being very conscious of press deadlines, we chirpily went around and knocked on his door until he woke up. He looked quite groggy and wasn’t particularly chatty but he did come to crank out the copies for us without complaint (although perhaps it was best that he kept his thoughts to himself!) My family moved and so did he. I have a battered bright blue autograph book which, besides all the joking roses-and-violets rhymes, which passed for wit in our age group, contains one page with words from him. I know them by heart. These words encapsulated the positive recognition and unconditional acceptance of me as a person that made my two years in his classroom the happiest of my childhood. They gave me a core of strength which has helped me in endeavours both personal and professional throughout my life. He wrote: “You have a great gift in that you can wonder at many things; never lose it.” Thank-you, Mr. Dawes.   Phyllis Ferguson has worked as a speech language pathologist since graduating with her Masters degree from McGill University in 1975. Employed by North Vancouver School District, she loves to write, still asks a lot of questions, and has even figured out a few answers! She is the author of So Odd a Mixture: Along the Autistic Spectrum in ‘Pride and Prejudice’ (2007).    Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141006,politics.theglobeandmail.com,http://politics.theglobeandmail.com/2014/06/09/meet-kathleen-winn-not-a-typo/,Meet Kathleen Winn (not a typo) - Politics Live - News, commentary and analysis from The Globe and Mail's politics team Politics Live Cancel Search 0 new update What you need to know Teachers have ratified the collective agreement between the B.C. Teachers' Federation and their public school employers by a vote of 86 per cent. In most districts, schools will open Monday. The first 14 days of the 2014-15 school year were lost to the strike, as well as the last two weeks of the 2013-14 school year. What's in the agreement? How does it compare to the BCTF's initial proposals? How B.C. teachers have measured up historically Home » Politics Live kathleen wynne 4 months ago Meet Kathleen Winn (not a typo) By Adrian Morrow — Cambridge Meet Kathleen Winn. No, that’s not a fatigue-induced typo from a reporter on day 39 of Ontario’s marathon election campaign. Ms. Winn is an administrator at St. Elizabeth Catholic School in Cambridge, Ont. On Monday, she met her namesake, the leader of the provincial Liberal Party. As Kathleen Wynne arrived at St. Elizabeth for a morning campaign event, she made a detour to the office and posed for a photo with Kathleen Winn. Ms. Winn, who has been working in the local school system for 29 years, said she still does a double-take when she hears Ms. Wynne’s name. “You hear it on TV and you jump,” she said. “Especially since she became head of the Liberal party.” For the most part, she says, people don’t give her a hard time about it. Mostly, she says, she’s the one who brings it up. “I tell my principal ‘there are two Kathleen Winns [Wynnes] you work for,’” she says. Follow Adrian Morrow on Twitter: @adrianmorrow kathleen wynneOn the bus Filed under: Ontario Election More stories from Politics Live schools 2 weeks ago Teachers get back to work in B.C. classrooms By Mason Wright Grade Six teacher David Murphy welcomes students on the first day of school, 2012, at Simon Fraser Elementary School in Vancouver. Similar scenes will play out across B.C. on Monday and Tuesday. (John Lehmann/The Globe and Mail) On a day when teachers returned to classrooms around the province with varying levels of enthusiasm (see pictures below from Twitter and Instagram), we say it’s a good time to end the B.C. teachers’ strike liveblog and leave Politics Live to upcoming municipal election campaigns. Thanks for reading and sharing. Remember to pick up a copy of Saturday’s Globe and Mail newspaper for extended coverage of the end of the labour dispute. Feeling very heavy hearted. Trying hard to regain startup enthusiasm. Faced with cleaning & moving furniture #bced pic.twitter.com/Q1oxNXEQ18 — Anne-Marie Fenn (@amcfenn) September 19, 2014 3 degrees & I'm scrubbing desks on a day this govt thinks we get paid to do nothing. #bced for u! Not bitter at all! pic.twitter.com/Z6GwYuv1VL — gurjitpattar (@gurjitpattar) September 19, 2014 Shared set of 10 laptops (among 3 classes), older than the children who will be using them. #thisismyclassroom #bced pic.twitter.com/qyF3Dp5cnQ — Scott McCafferty (@ScottMcCaff) September 19, 2014 Pete the Cat is back in the classroom #bced pic.twitter.com/cdpIGxenuF — Sandi Purdell Lewis (@BCrubberboots) September 19, 2014 Setting up my class today. I better get off twitter as I only have one day! #bced pic.twitter.com/FpnprQRTlD — Janine Fraser (@Janfra2) September 19, 2014 schoolsteachers Filed under: B.C. Teachers Strike what to expect 2 weeks ago Back to school, back to dealing with school issues By Mason Wright With the drama of bargaining, picket lines and rallies finally in the past, teachers, parents and students can now turn their attention to returning to classes next week. That means all those back-to-school pointers and advice columns the rest of Canada read before Labour Day are suddenly relevant for readers in B.C. Here’s a sampling: Resist the back-to-school overspending tyranny A helpful personal finance column by Rob Carrick urges parents to mind their budgets by thinking twice before upgrading perfectly good technology, skipping a few extraneous items on school-supply lists and saying no to those buy-one-get-one-half-off-another sales. Read the full article here.   How to help kids stay cool about back to school Psychologist and author Sara Dimerman advises on preparing kids for expected anxieties at different school levels. For example: Grade 1 is both exciting and anxiety-provoking. Your child is likely standing tall knowing that he has joined ranks of the older kids. However, he may also be apprehensive about taking on more responsibility and spending recess on a different playground. … Rest assured that these feelings and behaviours are normal and it’s a good idea to tell him so. Share that even teachers feel nervous before school begins again. Go for a walk around the exterior of the school and spend some time in the new playground. Read the full article here.   The top three back-to-school stresses for teens If you’re the parent of a teenager, here’s more advice to help you anticipate students’ stress, from columnist Anthony E. Wolf: Talk to them. Let them know that you understand that the beginning of school can be stressful. It can seem a little strange, even overwhelming, getting back into a routine, but all kids feel this way. Reassure them that if they do feel apprehensive about it, they are not alone. Read the full article here.   Kids’ snacks that make the grade Growing kids need to refuel every two to three hours to keep their blood sugar (glucose) levels stable as sustained blood sugar means kids will have more energy to concentrate in class and participate in after school sports. The added calories from snacks provide an opportunity to boost your child’s intake of important nutrients like calcium, iron and zinc. What kinds of snacks? Dietician and columnist Leslie Beck suggests things like edamame, trail mix and fresh fruit and yogurt. Read the full article here. back to schoolparentsstudentswhat to expect Filed under: B.C. Teachers Strike bctf 3 weeks ago BCTF members ratify new six-year contract, ending B.C. teachers’ strike By Andrea Woo — Vancouver BCTF President Jim Iker announcing ratification vote results on Thursday. The B.C. Teachers’ Federation membership has voted 86 per cent in favour of a new contract, ending the teachers’ strike that has kept more than half-a-million students out of the classroom. Of 31,741 ballots cast, 27,275 were in favour of the new six-year contract, BCTF president Jim Iker announced Thursday night. There are roughly 41,000 members in all. “With the ratification of the new collective agreement, the strike and lockout are now over,” Mr. Iker said. “Teachers and students will be back in school on Monday.” Mr. Iker said there was a “strong vote of support for the collective agreement” despite the fact the union did not get everything it needs. “We all know that this deal isn’t perfect, but it does provide gains for teachers, it protects our charter rights, it increases support for our students,” he said. “There will be more classroom and specialist teachers in schools to help our students; our teachers on call will get fair pay for a day’s work and all our members will get a salary increase.” However, several teachers have said they are not happy with the new deal. (Read our story on that here.) Education Minister Peter Fassbender issued the following statement after the BCTF’s announcement: “We have one of the best public education systems in the world, and that’s in large part because we have such great teachers. “We can now focus on the path forward. This long-term agreement is an historic opportunity to work together for students – to enhance their education experience and to support their achievements.” Mr. Iker said no lost time will be made up, though former education minister George Abbott has suggested otherwise: Former education minister told me ministry working on plan to make up lost time, Iker says final decision is three weeks lost. #bced — Justin Giovannetti (@justinCgio) September 19, 2014 Meanwhile, Thursday’s turnout was higher than the past few ratification votes: Ballots cast in most recent @bctf ratification votes: 31740 (2005), 25129 (2006), 21044 (2012), 31741 (2014). | #bced #bcpoli — BCTF (@bctf) September 19, 2014 Find more in the story on our main site here. Follow Andrea Woo on Twitter: @AndreaWoo bargainingbc liberalsbctfchristy clarkeducationparentspeter cameronstudents Filed under: B.C. Teachers Strike social media 3 weeks ago Scenes from teacher ratification votes across B.C. From Andrea Woo: Just spoke with five teachers outside the voting site in Vancouver and three of them voted against the tentative agreement. The two who voted for it did so grudgingly, saying they couldn’t afford to lose any more money on the picket lines — some have lost around $10,000 — and that they’re worried public perception will turn against them if they vote no. All of them are disappointed with the agreement, but feel it will pass. Several long-time teachers have told me that if they were just starting out today, they wouldn’t get into teaching. Spotted at Richards and Georgia, near #bced ratification vote site. #Vancouver pic.twitter.com/htVJF1jo6S — Andrea Woo (@AndreaWoo) September 18, 2014   Many local teachers’ associations set up information study sessions and voting meetings for teachers today, and tweets show throngs of teachers eager to participate in the process. From Coquitlam: In line to vote! #crazy #bced pic.twitter.com/yPO95nsmES — Brittany Jeanne (@Blum2400) September 18, 2014 Awesome turnout for CTA #bced meeting! #publicedmatters pic.twitter.com/UQic8tvcPd — Lynda Lewis (@lyndasuelew) September 18, 2014 From Saanich: Over 400 @BCTF63 teachers in the @SD63Stellys gym. Thanks to all @bctf teachers for attending! #bced pic.twitter.com/5095jDP7if — SaanichTeachers (@BCTF63) September 18, 2014 From Surrey: Huge turnout of #Surrey teachers to morning study session to learn about #bced proposed contract. Serious mood. pic.twitter.com/dA2UhmWmDA — Laura Barker (@LauraCBarker) September 18, 2014 From Vancouver: I voted #YES! Did you? @VESTA39 @bctf @glenhansman @unitedstrong @CKNW @CTVNews @keithbaldrey #bced #bcpoli pic.twitter.com/GELZ8THDaK — Rich the Teach (@1amrich2) September 18, 2014 bctfimagessocial media Filed under: B.C. Teachers Strike what to expect 3 weeks ago What to expect Thursday as B.C. teachers vote on the tentative agreement By Mason Wright   Brentwood Bay Elementary teachers (from left to right) Rhayna Archer, Fiona Mosher, Carmen Di Lucca, Jacqueline Jim and Aimee Lampard in Brentwood Bay, B.C., will be among the teachers voting Thursday on whether to ratify a tentative settlement that would end the strike which began in June. (Chad Hipolito for The Globe and Mail) B.C.’s 40,000 public-school teachers will cast their votes today on the collective agreement achieved by the union and the government after marathon bargaining sessions over the weekend. Results of the vote will be released at 9:30 p.m. in a news conference by BCTF president Jim Iker (streaming link here), and we’ll have them available in a story on our B.C. teachers’ strike topic page. Study sessions are being held this morning for members so they can learn more about the proposed six-year deal and ask questions. Online, the union posted a one-page PDF entitled “10 reasons to vote yes” as commentators online debate the merits of the agreement. The proposed contract includes a 7.25 per cent salary increase, improvements in extended health benefits and the teaching-on-call rate, an education fund to address class size and composition issues, and money to address retroactive grievances. The question being put to teachers is this: Are you in favour of ratifying the agreement-in-committee reached on September 16, 2014? The deal must also be ratified by the employer. According to a letter sent to parents in the Central Okanagan school district by superintendent Hugh Gloster, the province’s 60 school districts have until 3 p.m. Friday to complete their own ratification vote. If BCTF members ratify Thursday night, however, schools will be open Friday morning and teachers doing prep work will be on the payroll. Reported elsewhere Private schools are reporting an overall 5 per cent uptick in enrolment in B.C. over last year, a sign that some parents weren’t prepared to wait for public schools to open. Rates vary across the province based in part on independent schools’ capacity to accept new students, but history shows the public system may have lost many students for good. Says Peter Froese of the Federation of Independent School Associations of BC: “In our experience, based on past labour disruptions in the public sector, we find that the families that have chosen independent schools in… our fixed structures — they tend to stay.” While many questions about the school schedule will be worked out at a local level by school districts or even individual schools, there are mandated hours of instruction for public school students in B.C.: Under the School Act’s school calendar regulation, school districts must offer the following minimum hours of instruction annually: 853 for kindergarten, 878 for grades 1 to 7, and 952 for grades 8 to 12. With reports from Justine Hunter, Andrea Woo and The Canadian Press Follow Mason Wright on Twitter: @thismason bctfratificationwhat to expect Filed under: B.C. Teachers Strike View all posts from Politics Live » Politics Live is part of The Globe and Mail's Globe Politics Network © Copyright 2014 The Globe and Mail Inc. All Rights Reserved. 444 Front St. W., Toronto, ON Canada M5V 2S9 Phillip Crawley, Publisher)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "#FunFriday Fact: #BC has the highest small business employment in Canada. October is Small Business Month! Check out: http://t.co/20bcLmlvFP" @bcliberals - 03:55pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12404&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 19, Number 6, April 2007 BCTF Advantage: I can hardly wait by Laurence Greeff Three years ago, the BCTF initiated direction to establish an affinity program for members. The Finance Committee of the BCTF was given the responsibility to examine the possibility of the affinity program for our members and to report to the BCTF Executive. The Finance Committee took on the task knowing the positive value of an affinity plan to members. What value you may ask? An affinity program is designed to use the economic and collective strength of the group to benefit the individual. In the case of our membership, the benefit of belonging to the BCTF should be rewarded with individual benefits that give advantage to our members. Historically, this notion has always been part of the labour movement. Collective union power has been effective in setting up credit unions, retail stores, insurance programs, and a host of other services that have helped the individual member. Ontario teachers have for the last five years had an affinity program that has been well received by their members and has grown well for them. Teachers in England and the United States established similar programs and have used the power of the collective to great advantage for their members. The National Union of Teachers in England have an affinity program that provides lower prices for a range of retail products, lower travel costs, and have provided mortgage and financial service products at a competitive advantage for their members. American teachers who belong to the American Federation of Teachers have a program called AFT Plus, which enables their members to use the collective strength of the union to help them get reduced costs for a varied range of products and services. (Check out these web sites: Edvantage for Ontario teachers, AFT Plus for American teachers, and Countdown for the National Union of Teachers in England). The Finance Committee approached the task with its usual enthusiastic deliberateness because whenever you develop an affinity program for members, it must have specific criteria that reflects our values; it should be cost neutral, follow social and ethical guidelines, be customized so that it reflects our members needs, and have a revenue stream that will benefit us. We made our recommendation to the BCTF Executive Committee and in doing so, we reiterated the fact that an affinity program must be voluntary and give an advantage to our members. The Executive Committee approved that we set up a customized affinity program with BCAA and OTG Financial. In January 2007, we began working with the Group Affinity Division of BCAA to design a customized program that offers members on a voluntary basis: competitive travel opportunities, a range of insurance programs, and retail services. BCAA is a registered society serving over 700,000 British Columbians with a range of services from travel to insurance needs. They have impeccable credentials as a membership-driven organization that provides good services to its members and they have the capacity to assist us in developing the program on a cost-neutral basis. A change in the direction at OTG Financial has caused them to forego participation in the financial services aspect of the program. Their decision has opened the door for us to investigate other possibilities and we hope to bring forward a recommendation on which companies can best work with us to provide the range of financial services we need as members. The executive recommendations set up an affinity program subcommittee to develop the move to implementing the affinity program. Carole Gillis (Kamloops teacher), Drusilla Wilson (Maple Ridge teacher), Rob McLaren (BCTF treasurer), Patti McLaughlin (Salary Indemnity Plan administrator) and myself constituted the subcommittee and we had an initial meeting to develop the critical path to implementation. At various stages of the implementation process, we will be reporting to the BCTF Executive Committee, the Representative Assembly, and the AGM to update members on the progress of the implementation plan. Our launch is set for October 2007, and we know members can hardly wait. Focus groups reacted positively to the introduction of an affinity plan and members have been very excited about getting involved in the program. They say, "Anything that will help us reduce costs will be a benefit." On the BCTF web site, you will see the logo BCTF Advantage. As part of our drive to the much anticipated launch and to help members connect with the BCTF Advantage, we are holding a draw for two tickets to a very exciting destination! All you have to do is give us your input for designing the travel offers in the BCTF Advantage program by filling out the survey form available on-line and at the AGM, to be eligible for this great giveaway prize. Laurence Greeff, a Langley teacher, is chairperson of the BCTF Finance Committee and a member of the affinity subcommittee to implement the BCTF Advantage program.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11874&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2000 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 13, Number 2, October 2000 Top 10 BCTF lesson aids 1.  Challenging Homophobia in Schools. GALE-BC, 256p. 2000. Resource book for K–12 educators, counsellors, and administrators, written to aid in support of, and education about, lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender youth and families. Sections deal with rationale (Why is this work important? What are the issues for LGBT youth and families?) Background info about heterosexism, identity development, homophobic myths, terminology, the impact of systemic oppression, etc. Strategies for change in each class, staffroom and school, lesson plans and activities for K–12. Resources for educators (books, videos, web sites, community groups/ services, student brochure and poster. LA 2218—$15 2.  Does the News Media provide an accurate picture of the Global Village? A co-operatively planned unit for Social Studies 11 (The Global Village) on the news media. Judith Coffin & Debbie Swain, 150p. ©1999. Includes six lessons on media survey, statistical overview of media habits, reported and unreported stories, the filters, content analysis and alternatives/ conclusion. Also included is a 97-page copy of Project Censored Canada—1996 Yearbook. Grade 11. LA 2018—$10.95 3.  Novel Projects for Social Studies 8. Judith Coffin, Phyllis Simon and Ramona Sousa. 13 p. 2000. Includes a list of 86 novels relating to Medieval and Renaissance history and current event topics, an annotated bibliography of each novel and two handouts outlining novel projects. The goals of the unit are to have students choose and read two novels, develop a critical view of the information in the novels and create a critical book review from the history of each novel. LA 2092—$2 4.  Novel Projects for Social Studies 9. Judith Coffin, Phyllis Simon and Ramona Sousa. 12 p. 2000. Includes a list of 71 novels relating to The Industrial, French and American Revolutions, Asian and Canadian History and Slavery and the Underground Railway, an annotated bibliography of each novel and two handouts outlining novel projects. The goals of this unit are to have students choose and read two novels, expand their knowledge of historical events that fall between 1730–1899, expand their knowledge of current event topics and develop the ability to discuss the strengths and weaknesses of a historical fiction book. Grade 9. LA 2093—$1.50 5.  Learning by Designing—Pacific Northwest Native Indian Art, Volume 1. Jim Gilbert and Karin Clark, 226 p. 1999. This reference book gives the reader some understanding of the highly developed, sophisticated Pacific Northwest Coast First Nations two-dimensional art styles. These styles have evolved over thousands of years, from crude pictographs on rocks to the highly stylized and abstracted designs we see today. The authors have attempted to keep the text and the illustrations simple and clear. A glossary is included. Grades 4–12. LA 3213—$34.95 6.  A Potpourri of PE Games—Volume 1. Compiled by Coquitlam School District Physical Education. 52 p. 1990. Each of the 44 lessons includes introduction, skill development and game development. Progressions include individual and partner. LA 8309—$5  7.  A Potpourri of PE Games—Volume 2. Compiled by Coquitlam School District Physical Education. A follow-up to LA 8309 (see above). Includes 35 lessons, many in inventive games format and others are more direct teaching. Progressions include individual, partner, and small group. K–3. LA 8310—$4.75 8.  Daily Math Practice, Grade 4. Produced by Evan-Moor Educational Publishers. 112 p. 1999. Based on current mathematics standards and designed to support curriculum that is used in the classroom. Divided into a 36-week progressive program (5 min. a day is required to practice four or five math essentials). Scope and sequence charts and answer keys are included. Worksheets are reproducible. Format is also appropriate for remedial, adult literacy, and ESL use. Grade 4. LA 9427—$19.95  9.  Daily Math Practice, Grade 6. Produced by Evan-Moor Educational Publishers. 112 p. 1999. Based on current mathematics standards and designed to support curriculum that is used in the classroom. Divided into a 36-week progressive program (5 min. a day is required to practice four or five math essentials). Scope and sequence charts and answer keys are included. Worksheets are reproducible. Format is also appropriate for remedial, adult literacy, and ESL use. Grade 4. LA 9429—$19.95 10.  Experimenting with Light and Colour. Gordon R. Gore. 48 p. ©1999. Illustrated resource book includes hands on science activities for use by individual students who wish to experiment with light and colour. Includes pinhole images, shadows, reflections, refraction, waves, and colour. Grades 4–7. LA 9549—$11 For a complete listing of over 900 BCTF Lesson Aids, consult the catalogue in your school library or the Lesson Aids online catalogue, www.bctf.ca/LessonAids. To order any of the above lesson aids, enclose a cheque payable to the BCTF or authorized purchase order to BCTF Lesson Aids Service, 100-550 West 6th Avenue, Vancouver, BC V5Z 4P2. GST and postage/handling are included in the prices. Orders are sent by return mail.)
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(20141006,globalnews.ca,http://globalnews.ca/tag/bc-teachers-strike/CSI/,BC Teachers Strike | News, Videos & Articles Your Region: National BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg On TV: Global National Sections National National sections Locals Local sections Watch Watch sections Search Canada Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released Sections Health Money Consumer Tech Entertainment Environment Science Lifestyle Sports Featured Canada World Politics Investigations Canada Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released Your Region National Change BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Health Money Consumer Tech Entertainment Environment Science Lifestyle Sports Jump to a Region National BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Man trying to reach Bermuda in inflatable bubble rescued by Coast Guard Schedule NowGlobal National 7:00pmEntertainment Tonight More Programs Global National The West Block 16x9 The Morning Show More Personalities Dawna Friesen Carolyn Jarvis Liza Fromer Tom Clark More News Major snowfall covers N. Manitoba Entertainment ‘Gone Girl’ wins weekend box office News Journalist with Ebola arrives at US hospital Canada Quebecor sells off Sun newspaper chain News Crowdfunded bus debuts in Toronto Entertainment Depardieu reveals past as escort, thief Canada MPs debate motion for airstrikes in Iraq Sports NBA extends television deals for 9 years Trending Maple Syrup Heist Hong Kong protests Iraq crisis Luka Magnotta Ebola outbreak enterovirus D68 Ukraine Retail Wars http://globalnews.ca/tag/bc-teachers-strike/"> News Live blog Daycare Options Wages Class Size What is E80? Class Composition Video Latest BC Teachers Strike Videos 02:08 News Hour BC Inner city teacher turns to crowdfunding for needy kids 01:59 News Hour BC Back to school, three weeks late 01:27 News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Will the school year be extended? 02:39 Noon News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: What can kids expect? 02:19 News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Results of the vote tonight 05:03 Noon News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Teachers voting today 04:12 News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Big questions remain 10:13 BC 1 BC teachers dispute: Union leader Jim Sinclair weighs in on deal 03:10 Noon News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: BCTF urged to vote yes 03:11 News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Deal details 01:44 News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Deal reaction 01:44 News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Back to school shopping 01:57 News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Finally, a tentative deal 06:59 BC 1 BC teachers dispute: Is it a good deal? 05:21 BC 1 BC teachers deal: Is the new deal affordable? 06:34 BC 1 BC teachers dispute: What will the school year look like? 15:57 News Hour BC Press conference: BCTF president Jim Iker on tentative deal 02:11 Global National BC teachers strike: Tentative deal reached, school may start Monday 15:20 News Hour BC Press conference: Premier Christy Clark and Peter Fassbender on tentative deal 06:31 BC 1 BC teachers dispute: Press conference review Latest BC Teachers Strike News Global News October 5, 2014 10:07 pm Coquitlam teachers fighting over pay Lori Leonard thought the protests were behind her, but the Coquitlam teacher is dusting off her picket sign once again. Continue reading → BC 1 September 27, 2014 2:02 pm Cheques for school strike money to be mailed in late October Cheques for the $40 a day promised to parents of children aged 12 and under during the education dispute will be mailed out in late October. Continue reading →   What is this? Branded content is written by or on behalf of our sponsor and not by Global News' editorial staff. If you'd like to learn more... What is this ? X What is this? Branded content is written by or on behalf of our sponsor and not by Global News' editorial staff. If you'd like to learn more... More stories below Global News September 24, 2014 1:34 am Children at Silverdale Elementary return to class in middle of construction site Students at Silverdale Elementary, a small school in Mission, have started off their year on a construction site. Continue reading → BC 1 September 22, 2014 7:50 pm Elementary school teacher sets up crowdfunding page for classroom supplies For teachers, going back to school also comes at a cost. Continue reading → BC 1 September 22, 2014 8:10 am BC teachers’ strike: Will the school year be extended? Public school students will be back in classrooms across B.C. on Monday amid lingering questions about how the education dispute will affect the school year. Continue reading → BC 1 September 20, 2014 1:36 pm B.C. students getting ready to go back to school on Monday Shoppers are expected to be out in droves this weekend across B.C., stocking up on school supplies. Continue reading →   What is this? Branded content is written by or on behalf of our sponsor and not by Global News' editorial staff. If you'd like to learn more... What is this ? X What is this? Branded content is written by or on behalf of our sponsor and not by Global News' editorial staff. If you'd like to learn more... BC 1 September 17, 2014 7:23 pm B.C. teachers ponder tentative deal ahead of vote The initial euphoria of getting a negotiated deal in the bitter B.C. teachers’ strike has worn off and now more than 40,000 union members are tallying their wins and losses before voting on the contract. Continue reading → BC 1 September 17, 2014 2:00 pm Questions about Pro-D Days in B.C. as tentative deal reached in dispute But for school districts that have Pro-D Days scheduled for Monday, many are wondering if those will be rescheduled or cancelled so the kids and teachers can get back in the classroom as soon as possible. Continue reading → More stories below BC 1 September 17, 2014 8:30 am Teachers to vote on tentative deal on Thursday: the details Here is what is known about the tentative six-year deal between the BCTF and government that teachers will vote on this Thursday Continue reading → Global News September 16, 2014 10:49 pm Full text of communication to teachers from the BCTF Read the full text of the e-mail that the BCTF sent to B.C. teachers today after the announcement of a tentative deal. Continue reading → Load More Popular Now Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released 20224 How does Ebola spread? 5 things you need to know 18659 Accused Madeleine McCann Twitter troll found dead 9985 Ebola: 5 reasons why an outbreak is highly unlikely in Canada 7298 UPDATE: What’s the best, cheapest Canadian cellphone plan out there? 5891 Featured Content Canada Ebola: 5 reasons why an outbreak is highly unlikely in Canada What are the chances of an Ebola outbreak taking off in Canada? It isn’t likely, according to experts. And here are a number of reasons why. Continue reading → Environment Are we in the midst of a mass extinction? There have been 5 mass extinctions — the loss of 75 per cent or more of the world’s species — in Earth’s history. Scientists now believe that we are at the early stages of the sixth. Continue reading → Health Lab-grown penises may soon be ‘ready for testing’ on humans Researchers in North Carolina say penises grown in laboratories could “soon be ready for human testing,” offering hope for men who have had traumatic injuries or penile cancer. Continue reading → Canada Meet Rachel Parent — the teen fighting for GMO labelling in Canada Rachel Parent is a 15-year-old activist. Her goal: mandatory labelling in Canada of all genetically modified organisms, or GMOs that are found as ingredients in food. Continue reading → Canada Abandoned puppies on the mend Twenty hungry, cold and flea-infested puppies found in a Saskatchewan field are now being nursed back to health at Battleford’s Humane Society. Continue reading → Science Everything you need to know about Wednesday’s lunar eclipse On Oct. 8, Canada will be treated to its second lunar eclipse of the year. Find out what you can expect. Continue reading → Canada Can homegrown food win the climate change war? Wondering what’s the single most effective way to combat climate change? Plant a garden. Continue reading → Canada 16×9: An investigation into illegal lumber Timber thieves are stealing wood from the Russian Far East, processing it in China and then shipping it to North America, a 16×9 investigation has found. Continue reading → Highlights Hounds of Parliament: As commuting cyclist and budget watchdog, Frechette must make his presence known Frechette draws a line distinguishing his personality as a cyclist and as the parliamentary budget officer. But surely there’s a parallel between the assertive man he is on a bike and in the role of PBO? Continue reading → Email alerts Sign up for FREE daily Globalnews.ca newsletters and breaking news alerts Email Address National Daily News National Breaking News By clicking on the submit button, I have read, understood and agreed to our privacy policy Twitter Follow globalnews 20 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews USA Swimming suspends #MichaelPhelps for 6 months glbn.ca/ClLU9 pic.twitter.com/nqC3dQ3NhL 20 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews Hillary Clinton: military action against ISIS “critical” and “essential” globalnews.ca/news/1600343/w… #cdnpoli 32 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews Boy left in car during church choir practice dies glbn.ca/ClKBB Jump to a Region BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Connect Facebook Twitter Google+ RSS Contact Us Global News About Us Privacy Policy Principles & Practices Terms & Conditions Copyright Shaw Media Advertise Open Data © Shaw Media Inc., 2014. All rights reserved. Follow Follow “Global News” Get every new post delivered to your Inbox. Join 3,820 other followers Powered by WordPress.com Shaw Connect Expand News Entertainment Entertainment Home Celebs Movies TV Music Living Lifestyle Food Home & Living Sports Money Tech Travel Breaktime Autos Watch TV Online All Sites Global Global News Food Network HGTV History Television Showcase Slice DTOUR ET Canada National Geographic Movietime Lifetime H2 DIY Action NG Wild Mystery IFC BBC Deja Vu Twist)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2013/04/wifi-in-schools.html?showComment0751365739924995,Staffroom Confidential: Wifi in schools Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Monday, April 8, 2013 Wifi in schools Should schools be installing wifi to enable the use of wireless devices? My answer is no, but this is a hot topic with a lot to think about. Recently the BC Teachers Federation contemplated some motions at their annual general meeting on this subject. This follows motions passed by the BC parent group, BCCPAC, which calls for at least one wifi free school in every district. Another group of parents, in York Region District in Ontario, set up a picket to protest the installation of wifi. The discussion about wifi is about more than just health, although health is at the centre of the debate. Those opposed to the installation of wifi are concerned there are health risks and that our current knowledge of the health implications are incomplete but worrisome enough to act in a precautionary way. First, on the science and health. 1. There are peer reviewed research papers that support the claim of health risks of wifi radiation (even low levels), and there are peer reviewed research papers that dispute the claim. For a listing of papers concerning health and learning implications, see #wifistudy on twitter, for example. 2. The science, and the evaluation of the science, is not conducted in a neutral environment. There are many large corporate interests  promoting the safety of wifi. Some of the research is directly funded by these interests. I probably don't need to convince anyone that CISCO and Apple and SMART Technologies spend money to promote educational technology. But beyond the direct, there is a vast web of indirect influence. Thousands of individuals have a direct personal interest in the use and expansion of technology in schools, and this includes wireless technology. For example, the TIE lab, at the University of Victoria, has as its primary research focus the use of technology in learning environments. The people and students who work at that lab have a pre-determined starting point: that there is value in spending resources to investigate and expand the use of technology in learning. Here is their statement of purpose: The purpose of the TIE lab is to strengthen research excellence regarding the appropriate use of networked and computer‐mediated technologies for enhanced communication, learning, and motivation across educational, professional, and health sectors. The TIE lab provides state‐of‐the‐art Infrastructure for systematically researching optimal e‐learning conditions, tools, processes and products. TIE Lab infrastructure will be used for research purposes only. Research conducted through the TIE Lab will help to maintain Canada’s ranking as a leader in the field of innovation and technology. Evident is that prior to any research taking place, the goal is to "lead" in "innovation and technology". Absent is any questioning about the value of technology in the first place, or what the technology will displace. The BC government has also been instrumental in promoting a vision of education reform based on technology integration and expansion. This vision was first articulated in the Premier's Technology Council paper. It is used to justify the promotion of "edtech" throughout the public education system in BC. This happens in direct and indirect ways. For example, there are several publicly funded institutions who promote edtech. One is BCCAMPUS, which develops technology "solutions" for post-secondary institutions in BC. Here is there statement of purpose: BCcampus is a publicly funded organization that uses information technology to connect the expertise, programs, and resources of all B.C. post-secondary institutions under a collaborative service delivery framework. We provide valued services to institutions, ensuring B.C. learners, educators, and administrators get the best, most effective technologies and services for their learning and teaching needs.  We provide an ICT infrastructure for student data exchange, shared services, online learning and distance education, communities of practice and online resources for educators. Needless to say, they also don't seem to do much to question the value of technology enhancement and integration. It is a given that it is good. In the K-12 world, we have ERAC. Schools and Districts can choose to join ERAC and access their group software purchasing agreements. But they do more than this: ERAC also provides leadership in the areas of new technology and new media and their potential roles in education. We provide educators with research-based trends and also encourage sharing of knowledge and experience within the membership. So public dollars go to ERAC via school Districts to support these edtech initiatives. I am just scratching the surface, but what is clear is that there is a substantial and growing public/private infrastructure that promotes educational technology. And promotes it on the basis that the starting point for consideration is that expansion of technology in schools is valuable. People in these positions cannot evaluate the science in a neutral manner. They have an interest. If they are employed in one of these institutions, or have made a career in the world of edtech, they have a personal interest. 3. There is an "attack" atmosphere towards those who conduct research into the risks of wifi and those who are active to make those risks known to the public. Consider, for example, the experiences of one scientist who described the climate for research in this talk at Harvard: http://www.law.harvard.edu/news/2011/11/18_safra-center-cellphone-radiation-corruption.html#.T9YSzQGDl3c In his lecture, “Protection Against Radiation is in Conflict with Science,” Adlkofer discussed the difficulties he and other scientists face when presenting research on the carcinogenic effects of electromagnetic fields emanating from cell phones. He also discussed the institutional corruption which he says obstructs their research. Even at the low level of twitter feeds, there is a tendency to paint those concerned with the health effects of wifi as unscientific and irrational. 4. There is fairly wide variation in the response of public health officials. In particular, European health agencies have taken a much stricter approach to setting standards and exposure levels. The Toronto Board of Health produced the following comparison chart: 5. Given the factors already listed, we can look back on history and consider how these similar responses impeded a timely reaction against other technologies that had harm to human health, such as asbestos, cigarettes, and lead. There is a pattern of public debate that obfuscates the promotion of public health as the first and most legitimate priority when there are profits to be made. This is just the health discussion. The next consideration, in my view, is to consider what is to be gained from the use of wifi in schools. Interestingly, this debate takes on many of the same hues. The corporate interests in pushing technology cloud the discussion. There is rarely any meaningful talk about what is lost when technology is introduced. And there is sometimes an almost frenzied attachment to a pro-technology viewpoint. No doubt those parents in York Region looked at the issue somewhat differently - probably just based on their lived experience. This year, my own daughter came home one day having completed a note taking assignment on an iPad. She had to share with others (although our District spent $340,000 on Apple products last year, there was not a full class set). She and the other students struggled with the awkward typing interface. No doubt the iPad sat in her lap, and no-one warned her of the potential for radiation exposure that even Apple indicated in the product manual for an iPad, that they should be held away from the body. If there is a health risk, is an experience like this worth it? I laughed earlier this year when someone responded to my tweet about the advantages of outdoor Kindergartens by suggesting that wireless devices were great because they enabled schooling to take place outdoors more easily - just grab your laptop and go. What a statement this is about how we view nature and outdoors - just another place to compute in? Don't get me wrong - there are many wonderful, advantageous aspects to using computers in education. But far too many people are in far too much of a hurry to adopt new technologies without any thoughtful reasons because the atmosphere of the discussion predisposed an outcome - that technological enhancement is inherently of value. The wifi debate is no different. It is obscured by bias, conflict of interest and corporate influence. Given this, I choose precaution. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 9:59 AM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 4 comments: dougsymingtonApril 8, 2013 at 10:43 PM I'm familiar with the "attack" response to anyone brave, or fool enough, to question the health impacts of wireless technologies. "Self-appointed wireless industry attack dogs" are quick to denigrate and dismiss any and all demented enough to question the safety of wireless, especially for youth ReplyDelete Concerned ParentsApril 10, 2013 at 10:22 AM Tech industry tries to brainwash the public that WiFi is the "only" way to "quality education". Their Marketing Depts call wireless devices "SMART" and call classrooms and students "connected" when hooked up with WiFi and individual wireless devices. Connected to who? To electronics but not the teachers and each other. Researcher such as UK's neuroscientist Susan Greenfield (and many more) who are not funded by Ed Tech corporations do not agree with those marketing taglines. In fact, the lack of empathy and reduction in the ability to perceive are among many parameters observed in children and youth with increased electronics and screen time. (Summary here: http://youtu.be/iEc2p8UcFeU) Health is also a pressing concern. Switzerland's leading IT and telecom company, Swisscom, admited 10 years ago in their patent document that WiFi frequency is "genotoxic". http://patentscope.wipo.int/search/en/detail.jsf?docId=WO2004075583&recNum=1&maxRec=&office=&prevFilter=&sortOption=&queryString=&tab=PCTDescription Swisscom provides free fibre-optic wiring to Swiss schools for children. Here in BC, schools are flooded with wireless routers and are stocking up iPads for 21st Century Learning, but little (mostly - no) safety protocol is provided to teachers on how to avoid and reduce radiofrequency exposure from the use of iPads. The manufacturer actually states in their user manual that if the iPads are not "correctly" held, the radiation level will EXCEED governments' exposure limits to humans. Please see these links for further explanation: iPad User Manual's Safety Warning and Disclaimer. Have You Read It? http://www.safeinschool.org/2013/04/ipad-user-manuals-safety-warning-and.html 21st Century Learning: Higher Radiation from iPads on WiFi than Cellphones that are Actively Transmitting http://www.safeinschool.org/2013/03/health-canadas-wifi-myth.html Tara, your assessment of the BC Tech Council is absolutely correct. The provincial government treats Education as a gateway for marketing our BC IT industry. There was no consultation with teachers and parents to ascertain actual padagogical values before $millions was spent on wireless "upgrades". Instead of reading studies funded by Smart Tech, Dell or Cisco, or following tweets and suggestions of people whose jobs or employers are predicated on the expansion of wireless, we recommend the advice from these governmental bodies and doctors' associations who looked at the available science critically and upheld Precaution and Avoidance for the safety of children and teachers. http://www.safeinschool.org/2013/02/medical-advisory-wifi-radiation-and.html Thanks, Tara, for your excellent summary of the state of affairs regarding WiFi in Schools.ReplyDelete richardApril 10, 2013 at 9:50 PM To be clear, Tara: you're arguing that a few folks are the only ones who truly understand how wireless technology works. You're arguing that every international public health body has been somehow corrupted or bought off by industry. More than that, you're arguing that the innumerable companies involved in wireless technology are deliberately harming their users, attacking innocent bystanders, and threatening the future of the human race. I'm a conspiracy fan from way back, but this exceeds anything that I find remotely credible. I'm really pleased that you're so concerned about our children's health, and about the future of education in BC, but on this issue, I'm baffled by the underlying approach. If research starts to show that there are health concerns, then all of us paying attention to this debate are going to start arguing against wifi. I'm one of the "low level of twitter feeds" you mention, and I can say that my friends and colleagues, like me, would shift our positions in a heartbeat if there was credible research, by credible researchers, in anything like the volume necessary to call the overwhelming majority view into question. Most of us have no stake whatsoever in technological research or development, either, so I get really offended at blanket allegations of bias or conflict of interest. But that's a subject for another day. If I might make a suggestion for those who, like you, would like to see anti-wifi science being taken seriously: find credible sources. Martha Herbert, for example, isn't someone you want associated with your position, because of her comments about autism's relationship with vaccination. If the only sciency-sounding, academic-looking publications are coming from suspect writers, there's just no way that their ideas are going to be taken seriously. If you want to take down a consensus, you'll be better off not relying on people whose associations with unrelated conspiracy theories have already come under significant attack.ReplyDelete Tara EhrckeApril 11, 2013 at 9:12 PM 1. The science is complex and most people rely on those with some expertise for advice. Hence the existence and reliance on health regulation bodies. 2. As I said, the regulatory bodies have very different standards. There is not "consensus". 3. Yes, companies that profit from their products knowingly produce and market harmful substances. The cigarette industry and the pharmaceutical industry are excellent examples about which many people have written extensively. Companies that produce wireless technology products have every reason (profits) to promote the view that the risks of their products are minimal. 4. "If research starts to show..." Research is not conducted in a vacuum. It happens in a world in which politics has influence as well as science. Again, take a a look at the pharmaceutical industry and how they "game the stats" with research. 5. Being on the pro-tech bandwagon is the easy position and if you want career advancement and grant opportunities, this will be helpful. Universities are now so influenced by corporate research dollars it is harder and harder to find genuinely independent research anywhere.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ▼  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ▼  April (3) Education and the provincial election #C21Can and the "skills" debate Wifi in schools ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/06/school-choice-and-special-needs.html,Staffroom Confidential: School choice and special needs Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Wednesday, June 20, 2012 School choice and special needs A new study in the US has shown how school choice can result in subtle forms of segregation and discrimination for students with special needs. The Wall Street Journal reports: A new government report shows that charter schools are not enrolling as high a portion of special-education students as traditional public schools, despite federal laws mandating that publicly financed schools run by private entities take almost every disabled student seeking to enroll. The report, published Tuesday by the Government Accountability Office, the investigative arm of Congress, is the first comprehensive study focused on charter schools' enrollment of special-needs students, which has been a central issue in debates over those schools' rapid growth in the U.S. The report showed that special-education students—those with diagnosed disabilities from Down Syndrome to attention-deficit disorder—made up 8.2% of charter school students during the 2009-2010 school year. While that was up from 7.7% the year before, it was below the average at traditional public schools of 11.2% in 2009-2010, and 11.3% the previous year. Just as with Charter schools in the US, the proliferation of school "choice" in BC works for some students, but undermines the right to full services for every student in every neighborhood school. This phenomenon is illustrated well with the impact on students with a disability/special needs. More and more students are either self selecting or being encouraged to attend a school or program that is deemed suitable to them, rather than integrating all students with special needs with the rest of the student population. For instance, students with an intense behavioural designation are often placed in special district programs. They are separate classes in specific schools. Thus, if a child has this designation they will be encouraged to attend a district program rather than be integrated into their neighborhood school. Similarly, students experiencing learning difficulties who enter French Immersion are often counselled to change to the English track because there are insufficient resources to address their learning issues or class sizes are too large for the individual attention required. It is well known amongst the educational and parent communities that French Immersion classes have far fewer designated students. Dual track schools (with both English and French) can become highly segregated between the two groups, with little interaction and a common perception of the French track as an elite group. Academies, IB programs, and honours programs exhibit the same features - they tend to have very few students with special needs and are perceived as separate by other students. With specialty schools and programs, lost is the notion of the same services provided to every child. Those in the programs no doubt have excellent experiences. But what of those who aren't? And for students with special needs, the lack of inclusion can become discriminatory. Full WSJ article available at: http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052702303379204577477003893836734.html?mod=wsj_share_tweet Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 12:58 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 1 comment: cerbazJune 25, 2012 at 6:48 PM Dear Honorable Minister of Education, George Abbott Did you approve Nanaimo School Districts use of the Education Improvement Fund? Article in today's newspaper Nine new "master" teachers will be hired in Nanaimo to provide extra support for classroom teachers next fall. The school district received a $1.5 million Learning Improvement Fund grant from the province to help deal with complex needs in classrooms. Trustees approved a plan to spend that money last week. About $191,000 will be put toward more education assistant hours in classrooms, more than $400,000 will be kept in reserve to deal with issues as they come up next school year and $862,000 will hire nine instructional coordinators, who will be part of school-based, inter-disciplinary teams that will move from classroom to classroom, school to school, as needed. Assistant superintendent Chris Southwick said there will be 10 teams, as one teacher is already working as an instructional coordinator in the district. "These people will be master teachers," she said. "They would be seen by their peers as people they would go to for advice and ideas. The bottom line is to be able to support teachers in classrooms. They would be working with the teacher and helping them. If they need to be there for two weeks, they'll be there for two weeks." Southwick said the teams, which will be under the supervisor of the district's four assistant superintendents, will include other specialists such as psychologists and speech language pathologists. The district is still working out the details of how and when the teams will be deployed, but this resource will be available to teachers who have tried various strategies, but are finding that students continue to struggle. District officials felt this was the best use of the money because the teams have the flexibility to go where they are most needed and it provides a more systemic model of support, said Southwick. "If you just put one person in one school for the whole year . the needs might change," she said. Jamie Brennan, school board chairman, said the strategy will impact a greater number of students than if the district simply added the funds to its operating budget and reduced some class sizes slightly. "It's a step in the right direction," he said. Justin Green, first vice-president of the Nanaimo District Teachers' Association, said the union had hoped the district would use the money to relieve some of the pressure on class size averages. "This year we had the second highest secondary class sizes in the province," he said. "I'm not sure that the 10 coordinators are going to make the functioning of these classrooms better. We're spending a lot of money, but what are the roles and functions? What are they really going to be tasked with?" Ron Farino, president of CUPE Local 606, said the extra money for education assistants should add roughly 30 minutes per week per EA, which will hopefully allow them to do a bit more preparation work, consultation with teachers and spend some extra time with students. The "master" teachers hired will be district staff so they will make more money than the average teacher, from my calculations 95 thousand dollars. With this money Nanaimo School District could have hired 32 more teachers for learning assistant support so our at risk learners would have more help. As it stands right now at risk students receive very little if any support. This fund will be used to support teachers not at risk students. I am surprised that you would okay this plan. Margaret Smoker Grade One teacher Coal Tyee ElementaryReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ▼  June (9) Will the NDP be better for teachers? More reasons for a "no" vote Attn: BCTF - Why I will be voting no School choice and special needs Why did Scott Walker win? Personalized learning, choice, and democracy Solidarity with Quebec students Why seniority matters Is "no zeros" just gaming the stats? ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7284,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 4, January/February 2006 Special needs tribunal A recent human rights judgment could have a profound impact on the provision of services to students with special needs in BC. A Human Rights Tribunal ordered compensation for the family of a North Vancouver student with a severe learning disability, but went much further and directed the ministry and the school district to make significant changes in providing services. The compensation for the family includes cost of a tutor, tuition at private schools that specialize in learning disabilities, transportation to the schools, and the cost of expert advice for the Human Rights hearing. The tribunal also ordered the ministry, within one year, to: make available funding for SLD students at actual incidence levels [this refers to a cap on the number of high incidence, low cost that would be funded under the old targeted special education funding system]. establish mechanisms for determining that the support and accommodation services provided to SLD students in the province are appropriate and meet the stated goals of the School Act and the Special Needs Student Order. ensure that all districts have in place early-intervention programs so that SLD students can be identified early and appropriate intensive remediation services provided. ensure that all school districts have in place a range of services to meet the needs of SLD students. The tribunal ordered the North Vancouver School District to have the last three of these items in place within a year. These orders apply specifically to severe learning disabilities. However, if this judgment is upheld in expected appeals to the courts, one could expect that parents of students with many other special needs might seek the help of human rights tribunals in getting adequate supports in the public schools for meeting their child’s special needs. – Larry Kuehn Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=29352,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > March 2013 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 25, Number 5, March 2013   Retirement: There’s more to it than money!  The B.C. Retired Teachers’ Association (BCRTA) has developed a workshop for educators who are thinking of retirement within the next five years. Retirement brings with it life-altering situations and a wide variety of choices—some financial, some legal, some physical, and some social. All are connected with lifestyle. Achieving a workable balance of activities and fulfilling dreams doesn’t just happen. Once you have decided that you wish to retire in the near future, it is also time to concentrate on all the other aspects of this new adventure called retirement. The BCRTA workshop, Retirement: There’s More to It than Money!, is designed to complement the Teachers’ Pension Plan pension seminars. Retired educator Carolyn Malm comments that, “Many teachers view retirement with mixed emotions and the workshops provide an excellent forum for realistic, informed discussion. The focus of these sessions is on life after retirement—the endless possibilities of redefinement lead to thoughtful conversations facilitated by BCRTA presenters.” With limited enrolment to facilitate sharing and learning, participants are sure to appreciate the information, ideas, and experiences of the facilitators, who themselves are retired educators. What are some important steps to take to prepare yourself, optimally, for your coming retirement? Firstly, attend a pension seminar put on by the Teachers’ Pension Plan. Secondly, ask your BCTF local president or local PD rep to contact the BCRTA at 604-871-2260 or 1-877-683-2243 or www.bcrta.ca to book this highly acclaimed follow-up workshop. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141006,globalnews.ca,http://globalnews.ca/video/embed/1571939/,Global Player Loading...)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=19890,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 2, October 2009  Empathy building going to the dogs! By Tamara Michalas This past year, approximately 20 Holly Elementary School teachers opened their doors to Naomi Mitchell, a well-known SPCA presenter and her 10-year-old Australian shepherd/red heeler mix, Millie, to help teach empathy, social responsibility, and leadership. It was a total success. Mitchell and Millie visited our school, an inner-city school in Surrey, three mornings a week for two-and-a-half weeks to teach empathy, compassion, and leadership. Sessions lasted for about an hour and were based on the five BC SPCA teacher-created units: Kindness Counts, Companions For Life, Bite Free, You Can Make a Difference, and Cluck! The Life of an Egg-Laying Chicken. Before beginning, Naomi took time to find out if there were any special situations or needs in the classrooms to ensure a pleasurable experience for all. Students were more than willing to donate $1 each and some asked if they could donate more to cover the $30 suggested donation per workshop. Some teachers chose to use the corresponding BC SPCA teacher-created units to supplement the workshop while others chose to use a lesson or two. All unit plans clearly outline the PLOs they target, provide black-line masters, organized lessons, and include activities for diverse learners and dynamic teaching strategies. Primary classes received the Kindness Counts workshop, which focused on animals and empathy development. This was done through exploring differences between animals and people and between classmates. Students brought in their favourite stuffed animal to role-play kindness situations. Included in the presentation are pictures of friendly and non-friendly pets, which helps kids realize what different behaviours mean and look like. The Grade 3s and 4s had the Companions for Life workshop. It focused on responsibility and empathy development. Students explored the costs, time, and needs of a pet and how to choose the right pet for their family. The Grade 4 and 5 students had the Bite Free workshop. The accompanying unit is on the Provincial Recommended Resource List for CAPP/Health & Career Planning. It is targeted at both primary and intermediate students. It teaches students how to properly respond to animal behaviours and body language to avoid potentially dangerous situations. This is a great one to do just before summer. The Grade 6s and 7s and some Grade 5s had the You Can Make a Difference workshop where they learned about animal welfare, SPCA interventions, and how students around the province are making a difference. In the accompanying unit, students learn how to make positive changes through the use of a variety of multimedia and learning strategies. Cluck! The Life of an Egg-Laying Chicken, designed for Grades 4 to 7, makes students think critically about the treatment of farm animals, the food they consume, and the value they put on the humane treatment of animals. It connects with PLOs in math, drama, art, LA, social studies, and science. As a culmination of the unit, it would be interesting to tour a chicken farm in your area—a fieldtrip with real educational value. After the workshops, Ms. Gibbons, principal of Holly Elementary School noted, “It’s amazing to see how some of the students formed bonds with Millie over the few weeks she was here and became interested in her welfare.” Zachary Csirkes, a Grade 5 student, learned a great deal about animal welfare and thought, “she (Naomi Mitchell) should teach every class about this.” Ms. Mortimore, a Grade 3 teacher, shared how several of her students who were afraid of dogs at the beginning of the workshop were by the end asking “when can the dog come back to visit?” All of the units are user-friendly, can be completed in one to two weeks, or stretched out longer. They outline connections to antibullying programs, PLOs from math, LA, socials, science, art, drama, and CAPP. The units include a section on pet facts arranged under different kinds of pets. These are great to give students ideas for art posters or to create informative bulletin-board displays. Having a dog included in the presentation enriches the experience for the students. The instant feedback the students got when they interacted with Millie was such a positive reinforcement of the unconditional affection that animals can provide. Watching the presenter interact with her dog provides modelling of the relationship one can have with an animal, which is a skill that can be generalized. If you’re interested in setting up a presentation or obtaining the free unit plans, call Paula Neuman, a teacher/Humane Education supervisor at the BC SPCA: 604-647-5505. Book your presentation today, and lead the way to a more empathetic world around us. Tamara Michalas teaches at Holly Elementary School, Surrey. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141008,thetyee.ca,http://thetyee.ca/Bios/Bob_Mackin/,News, Articles & Commentary by Bob Mackin | The Tyee About Advertise Follow Support RSS Topic Aboriginal Affairs BC Election 2013 BC Politics Education Energy Environment Federal Politics Film Food Gender + Sexuality Health Housing Labour + Industry Local Economy Media Municipal Politics Music Photo Essays Podcasts Politics Rights + Justice Science + Tech Transportation Travel Urban Planning + Architecture News Culture Opinion National MediaCheck Solutions Join Craving crack civic election coverage? Help fund it... Bios Bob Mackin North Vancouver-based journalist Bob Mackin has reported for local, regional, national and international media outlets since he began as a journalist in 1990. From 1998 to 2008, Bob was the sports columnist for The Vancouver Courier. During this time, he also wrote for a number of other Vancouver publications including Vancouver 24 Hours and The Tyee. He has worked close to home (he covered the 2010 Vancouver Olympic Games), and far abroad: his writing has taken him to Brazil, China, Ireland, Italy, Mongolia, Russia, Sweden, Taiwan and Tanzania. Bob's work has appeared in a variety of publications, including the Vancouver Province newspaper, Adventure Sports Magazine and The New York Times. He is the author of four books, and won the 2006 B.C. and Yukon Community Newspapers’ best sports writing award for an investigation into sports gambling in British Columbia for the Courier. Bob is a regular guest on The Sport Market on Team 1040 Radio in Vancouver. Reporting beat: Sports, local politics Twitter: @bobmackin Stories by Bob Mackin NPA Vows to Shine Light on City Hall Power Brokers with Lobbyist Registry Vision Vancouver 'has cloaked the city in secrecy,' says mayoral hopeful Kirk LaPointe. By Bob Mackin, 26 Sep 2014 BC Place Worried Operating Roof Posed a Hazard Previously secret info reveals effort to fix possible safety problem in 2012. By Bob Mackin, 25 Sep 2014 BC Place Roof Info Must Be Shared to Ensure Public Safety: Commissioner PavCo claimed roof reports contain third-party trade secrets. By Bob Mackin, 24 Sep 2014 Government slow to respond to FOIs? No need to tell Bob Mackin By Bob Mackin, 23 Sep 2014 Will Scottish independence bid spur talk of Irish reunification? By Bob Mackin, 22 Sep 2014 Glasgow Games: How a Sports Spectacle Might Undo the UK For Thursday's Scottish referendum, the opening act came this summer. By Bob Mackin, 17 Sep 2014 Clark-loyal Ad Agency Designed Gov't Campaign Against Teachers' Union Kimbo founder boasts long association with premier. By Bob Mackin, 15 Sep 2014 Clark Gov't 'Quick Wins' Scandal: Key Witness Speaks BC Liberal caucus ethnic outreach worker says she was unwitting tool of party's illegal strategy. By Bob Mackin, 11 Sep 2014 Two Liberal Strategists Charged over 'Quick Wins' Taxpayer paid positions allegedly used to promote Liberal efforts to win 2013 election. By Bob Mackin, 8 Sep 2014 Ex-coroner who quit over lack of independence joins corrections department By Bob Mackin, 5 Sep 2014 Vancouver's Old RCMP Lands Should Remain Public Space, MP Says Four city blocks for sale could fetch tens of millions, but who'll buy? By Bob Mackin, 5 Sep 2014 Six Reasons BC Place Is Growing into a Giant Lemon Half a billion dollars for what? Is this the Liberals' fast ferries fiasco? By Bob Mackin, 4 Sep 2014 Kamloops university seeks cow-spying drone By Bob Mackin, 30 Aug 2014 UBC Sorry for Quick Hire and Fire of Women's Soccer Coach Marc Rizzardo settles a gender discrimination complaint over 2012 sacking. By Bob Mackin, 29 Aug 2014 Emails Raise More Questions about Gambling Exec's Conflict of Interest After quitting public post to run private casino project, Michael Graydon was sent internal BCLC media strategy memo. By Bob Mackin, 28 Aug 2014 Landmark Private Health Case Delayed Again Dr. Brian Day's for-profit clinic lawsuit adjourned until March 2015. By Bob Mackin, 26 Aug 2014 'Horrendous' Ordeal: Third Worker Gets Apology over Data Breach Allegations Ministry of Health settles with Ron Mattson, 'regrets any hardship.' By Bob Mackin, 26 Aug 2014 Blue-Ribbon Panel to Lead Mount Polley Probe Engineering experts tasked with uncovering what, or who, caused the spill. By Bob Mackin, 18 Aug 2014 Lobbyist fine upheld for former BC Liberal MLA By Bob Mackin, 15 Aug 2014 TransLink may take legal action against violent SkyTrain game By Bob Mackin, 14 Aug 2014 Government under investigation over alleged Mount Polley secrecy By Bob Mackin, 14 Aug 2014 Mexican Union Leader Who Denounced Mining Giant Now a Canadian Napoleón Gómez Urrutia fled to Vancouver to avoid charges he says are false. By Bob Mackin, 14 Aug 2014 Mine Disaster: Gov't Shirked Legal Duty to Warn Public, Says Advocate Ministry knew Mount Polley dam posed threat, was legally bound to share info: transparency group. By Bob Mackin, 11 Aug 2014 The Mega-event that Set a Pace for Vancouver Epic races and boondoggles aplenty, the 1954 Commonwealth Games had it all. By Bob Mackin, 31 Jul 2014 Critic Blasts BC Ferries' 'Newest Port of Call': Liberal-rich Okanagan Company calls promotion of party donor hotels a 'coincidence.' By Bob Mackin, 24 Jul 2014 New NDP shadow cabinet sees Eby promoted to housing file By Bob Mackin, 23 Jul 2014 BC government chided for failing to archive huge backlog of documents By Bob Mackin, 22 Jul 2014 Monday's SkyTrain Fail Exposes 'Integration Risk' Months ago, Evergreen project's board flagged issues linking old and new rail systems. By Bob Mackin, 22 Jul 2014 Surrey Mayoral Politics Make Surprising Bedfellows A progressive gets conservative, in diverse backroom. By Bob Mackin, 19 Jul 2014 BC debt hits new record high as Public Accounts released By Bob Mackin, 16 Jul 2014 Saw Mill Deaths Report Falls Short, Says BC Fed Labour wants 'bold steps' to investigate and prosecute negligent employers. By Bob Mackin, 16 Jul 2014 Newsman Now Newsmaker, but Can He Be Mayor? Former media exec Kirk LaPointe explains (over coffee) why he's become a politician. By Bob Mackin, 15 Jul 2014 Internal Audit Slammed BC Housing Deal in Victoria FOI reveals Bay store condo conversion drew internal probe before province pulled out. By Bob Mackin, 11 Jul 2014 Ex-BC Gov't Gambling Boss Apologizes for Conflict of Interest Reports spanks Graydon for breaking rules as he moved to private sector. By Bob Mackin, 11 Jul 2014 Last Chance for Canadians to Influence Secret Trade Talks? BC-based web freedom group helps put TPP critics in room with nations' negotiators. By Bob Mackin, 10 Jul 2014 Secretive VANOC Finally Shuts Its Books Public must wait 'til 2025 for Olympic organizer to reveal full dealings. By Bob Mackin, 4 Jul 2014 Supersonic FOI response from US airports, compared to glacial BC By Bob Mackin, 30 Jun 2014 Why Are BC's Natural Resource Officers Buying Bulletproof Vests? Land-use cops gearing up as government courts development. By Bob Mackin, 21 Jun 2014 What Do BC Lions Pay to Play in Public Owned Stadium? Rent's a secret that team owners fight to keep as BC Place operators lose millions. By Bob Mackin, 20 Jun 2014 Internal army ordered to work on big ICBC billing blunder By Bob Mackin, 17 Jun 2014 Kinsella 'kin' fined for lobbying violation By Bob Mackin, 13 Jun 2014 Minister letters offer peek into BC premier's plans for liquor, teachers, and more By Bob Mackin, 12 Jun 2014 Who's Behind BC's New $10-Billion Refinery Bid? Pacific Future Energy's team includes former federal Liberal strategists, Clark supporters. By Bob Mackin, 11 Jun 2014 BC recycling bureaucrat turns lobbyist By Bob Mackin, 6 Jun 2014 From Protests to Celebration, Tiananmen Remains Tragic A Games reporter recalls many eye-opening visits to the square. By Bob Mackin, 4 Jun 2014 'Take the Games, Please!' a Coming Olympic Motto? IOC rethinks the five-ring circus, but doesn't ask Vancouver for much input. By Bob Mackin, 31 May 2014 Liberal donors get Order of BC nod By Bob Mackin, 30 May 2014 Liberal-donor ad agency wins lucrative contracts By Bob Mackin, 27 May 2014 NDP critic grills Libs about ethnic outreach probe By Bob Mackin, 27 May 2014 Who's Lobbying in Surrey? We finally know, thanks to an online registry published five years later than promised. By Bob Mackin, 24 May 2014 Christy Clark's Never Ending Campaign A year after out-politicking the NDP, BC's premier is still in election mode. And one fast-growing job sector is spin agencies. By Bob Mackin, 14 May 2014 NPA mayoral candidate will make party 'proud,' president says By Bob Mackin, 9 May 2014 Wannabe pot magnates talk turning green into green at Vancouver confab By Bob Mackin, 9 May 2014 Ex-Head of Troubled SNC-Lavalin Named Chair of BC Crown Corp Gwyn Morgan will lead the Industry Training Authority for $1-a-year. By Bob Mackin, 5 May 2014 The Whitecaps' Complicated Birthday The Vancouver club's rocky first 40 reflects those eponymous towering peaks and choppy waves. I know because I was there. By Bob Mackin, 3 May 2014 Conflict commish missed fact in refusal to probe premier's bank ties By Bob Mackin, 30 Apr 2014 Court Hears Conservative Political Tactics in Lobbyist Case Prominent cofounders of Canada Korea Foundation fight over $50,000. By Bob Mackin, 30 Apr 2014 From Red to Black, but Olympic Village Far from Gold Aquilini buys up remaining condos, but lawsuits still plague the complex. By Bob Mackin, 29 Apr 2014 Journalist wants Furlong to prove background of allegation he backed away from By Bob Mackin, 25 Apr 2014 Clark's Kenya Christmas mystery continues By Bob Mackin, 24 Apr 2014 Newspapers hire ex-Clark aide to oppose her new recycling scheme By Bob Mackin, 22 Apr 2014 Bureaucrats expected Les contract controversy By Bob Mackin, 22 Apr 2014 Clark Chaired Company that Lobbied Her Former University Conflict commissioner says premier has yet to enlist his office to probe RCI ties. By Bob Mackin, 17 Apr 2014 Province slow to review earthquake readiness By Bob Mackin, 17 Apr 2014 BC Cons leadership vote turnout revealed By Bob Mackin, 17 Apr 2014 Young Hunting Guide Chosen to Steer BC Conservatives Dan Brooks vows to lead retiree-packed party out of the wilderness to 2017. By Bob Mackin, 14 Apr 2014 Clark's Hidden Ties to Investment Bank RCI Revealed Having been chair of subsidiary, BC premier touted RCI in Asia trade missions. By Bob Mackin, 11 Apr 2014 The Olympic Village Developer Is Bankrupt Ernst & Young report says current and future homeowners not affected. By Bob Mackin, 5 Apr 2014 NDP Small Business Critic Silenced by Speaker Reid MLA Popham denied chance to argue recycling scheme an expensive job killer. By Bob Mackin, 5 Apr 2014 Paramedics union optimistic after ambulance bosses mysteriously quit By Bob Mackin, 2 Apr 2014 BC Services Card may become omnibus-style ID By Bob Mackin, 2 Apr 2014 BC Sheds Real Estate to First Nations in Opaque Deals Sales could signal premier's plan to bypass treaty process in exchange for side benefits. By Bob Mackin, 2 Apr 2014 Inside the $514-Million BC Place Boondoggle Libs finally release business case for stadium's new roof, but won't reveal all the details. By Bob Mackin, 28 Mar 2014 Top BC Liberal staffer named in Ontario gas plant investigation By Bob Mackin, 28 Mar 2014 PavCo head quits to join lobbying firm By Bob Mackin, 28 Mar 2014 Recycling regs could force a beer price hike By Bob Mackin, 19 Mar 2014 Furlong abuse case comes before a judge By Bob Mackin, 17 Mar 2014 Toronto's Pan Am 2015 reaches to Vancouver for security By Bob Mackin, 17 Mar 2014 Horgan Expected to Throw Hat in BC NDP Leadership Ring Two makes it a race, with Mike Farnworth also in the running. By Bob Mackin, 17 Mar 2014 How Do Telecoms Share Data with Government? They Won't Say Companies claim they protect privacy, but aren't big on specifics, researcher finds. By Bob Mackin, 8 Mar 2014 New Furlong filing admits 'no actual knowledge' behind a key allegation By Bob Mackin, 2 Mar 2014 US-style 'real time intelligence' policing centre coming to BC By Bob Mackin, 21 Feb 2014 BC Gov't's New Multicultural Advisor Was Harper Tories' Ethnic Vote Getter Khangsar helped launch troubled, Conservative-backed Canada Korea Foundation. By Bob Mackin, 17 Feb 2014 BC Forests to Fuel China's Energy Needs? Company with influential ex-Tories sees big opportunity in BC wood pellets. By Bob Mackin, 17 Feb 2014 Sniper Stadium: Police Turn BC Place into a Gun Range Training for VPD, others is evidence of local police militarization: expert. By Bob Mackin, 15 Feb 2014 Government keeps key parts of procurement conflict of interest report secret By Bob Mackin, 14 Feb 2014 Don't Laugh at Sochi, Vancouver Had Its Own Problems Five 2010 Olympic messes that shouldn't be forgotten. By Bob Mackin, 13 Feb 2014 For Sochi's Women Ski Jumpers, Equality at Last The long slog to include the sport in the Games began in Canada. By Bob Mackin, 12 Feb 2014 Accusers combine suits after Furlong seeks trial By Bob Mackin, 7 Feb 2014 BC lotto boss jumps to casino company By Bob Mackin, 7 Feb 2014 Five Predictions for Sochi's Five-Ring Circus Terrorist threat? Overblown. Canadian glory? Also inflated. Over to you, Russia. By Bob Mackin, 7 Feb 2014 Gambling's Next Generation: Facebook Users? On Superbowl weekend, a look at how social gamers increasingly leap to online betting. By Bob Mackin, 2 Feb 2014 Liquor review report finally released after government's deliberate spills By Bob Mackin, 2 Feb 2014 Robinson Countersues Furlong Journalist's filed statement of claim sets March 2015 defamation trial. By Bob Mackin, 28 Jan 2014 Clark loyalist gets ICBC promotion, for now By Bob Mackin, 23 Jan 2014 Five Superstars Who Slipped Through Vancouver's Grasp The 'Caps lost their star precisely 15 years after Bure left. Can this city keep its athletic prima donnas? By Bob Mackin, 18 Jan 2014 Premier's Jobs Task Force Files Limp Report, Dies Plug pulled on Jobs and Investment Board after it finds little to cheer about. By Bob Mackin, 16 Jan 2014 Clark Supporter Gets Lotto Board Gig Also appointed: multicultural advisory chair with ties to rich immigrant investors. By Bob Mackin, 6 Jan 2014 For BC Lib-tied PR Firm, 2013 Was Highly Lucrative Pace's government contracts, topping $2 million, included smoothing way for Bollywood awards show. By Bob Mackin, 3 Jan 2014 Fix Canada Post? Union Has Its Own Bold Ideas Offer banking services, suggests CUPW president, while questioning mail service's financial alarms. By Bob Mackin, 21 Dec 2013 Auditor General Finds No Fault in Basi-Virk Repayment Report clears indemnity, but NDP critic says questions about BC Rail sale remain. By Bob Mackin, 19 Dec 2013 John Furlong says RCMP letter clears him in one abuse case By Bob Mackin, 12 Dec 2013 Liberal lawyer gets Queen's Counsel nod By Bob Mackin, 12 Dec 2013 John Furlong avoids security order in defamation suit By Bob Mackin, 10 Dec 2013 Furlong vs. Robinson battle gets to court, but trial still up in the air By Bob Mackin, 10 Dec 2013 BC's man in Beijing well taken care of by taxpayers By Bob Mackin, 4 Dec 2013 Timeshares, Hockey Tix, Mining Claims: A Peek into BC MLA Pockets Annual disclosures reveal a little, but still too vague to satisfy integrity watchdog. By Bob Mackin, 4 Dec 2013 China Leak: Charged Man Had No Security Clearance, Says Exec Accused spy Huang suspended without pay by employer Lloyd's Register. By Bob Mackin, 1 Dec 2013 BC Libs cleaned up on liquor loot: records By Bob Mackin, 29 Nov 2013 Critic Slams BC Liberals' Slow-Leaking Liquor Review Releasing it in drips distracts from urgent files like poverty, Hydro rates, says NDP's Simpson. By Bob Mackin, 29 Nov 2013 Journalist's lawyer presses John Furlong to go to trial By Bob Mackin, 28 Nov 2013 Premier Clark lectures Americans on fiscal responsibility By Bob Mackin, 25 Nov 2013 FIFA threatens Vancouver soccer equality campaign with trademark lawsuit By Bob Mackin, 25 Nov 2013 BC lottery corporation ordered to release secret emails By Bob Mackin, 20 Nov 2013 Clark Aide Joins Firm that Lobbies for Kinder Morgan Gabe Garfinkel now an executive at FleishmanHillard, which also represents Chevron Canada, drug giants. By Bob Mackin, 19 Nov 2013 Six Months after Defeat, BC NDP Tries to Find Its Feet After a 25-minute Dix confessional, party looks to re-energize, even Obama-fy, at convention. By Bob Mackin, 18 Nov 2013 BC Quietly Scopes Out Drones Mysterious UAVS exist in a 'policy vacuum' and require greater transparency, say civil libertarians. By Bob Mackin, 15 Nov 2013 Journalist's lawyer waits on John Furlong to agree to lawsuit court date By Bob Mackin, 14 Nov 2013 Fees announced for BC's controversial new recycling program By Bob Mackin, 13 Nov 2013 Electricians Abuzz over Controversial New Permit Move to let semi-skilled workers perform electrical work polarizes BC industry. By Bob Mackin, 2 Nov 2013 Journalist fights back against Furlong media 'onslaught' By Bob Mackin, 30 Oct 2013 Furlong Narrows Legal Battle, Tells His Side on TV Ex-Olympics CEO breaks silence to rebuild image and refocus legal battle, despite remaining allegations. By Bob Mackin, 29 Oct 2013 John Furlong cleared in one abuse case, still under investigation By Bob Mackin, 28 Oct 2013 Liberal Power Broker Kinsella Now Lobbying for Pot The enigmatic strategist's Progressive Group gets a bit more... progressive. By Bob Mackin, 26 Oct 2013 BC spends 0.51 per cent of gambling revenue on problem gambling treatment By Bob Mackin, 16 Oct 2013 BC Place Advertising Grey Market Gambling Site Poker website 'Bodog' is a foreign foe of province's own Lottery Corporation. By Bob Mackin, 8 Oct 2013 Clark's comms director in hot seat at Ontario power plant scandal investigation By Bob Mackin, 27 Sep 2013 BC Liquor: Another Sip of Privatization? Big bucks at stake as profitable provincial enterprise sees three major reforms. By Bob Mackin, 26 Sep 2013 John Furlong responds to former students' abuse lawsuits By Bob Mackin, 23 Sep 2013 Clark's agenda reveals first weeks after election win By Bob Mackin, 20 Sep 2013 Who Pays as BC Puts Industry in Charge of Recycling? Gov't boasts of tax relief for residents, but will consumers absorb $100 million shift? By Bob Mackin, 14 Sep 2013 BC liquor distributer hires relocation expert linked to Exel By Bob Mackin, 13 Sep 2013 Catholic church files defence in Furlong abuse lawsuit By Bob Mackin, 11 Sep 2013 Mounties Sunk by US Lawsuit Judgment RCMP on hook for millions of dollars in 2010 Olympics cruise ship spat. By Bob Mackin, 10 Sep 2013 UPDATED: Aquilinis reach truce, divorce trial off By Bob Mackin, 9 Sep 2013 Aquilini Fights to Keep Financial Empire Secrets Canucks owner a major political donor and BC business power. By Bob Mackin, 9 Sep 2013 John Les Hired to Oppose Metro Vancouver Incinerator Former MLA lobbying for firm that could be competing to dispose garbage. By Bob Mackin, 4 Sep 2013 Olympics May Yet Spur Callaghan Valley Development Whistler Sports Legacies runs venues built for 2010 Games, imagines a 'Nordic Park' hotel complex. By Bob Mackin, 31 Aug 2013 Taxpayers Dinged $1.25 Million for Post-Election Severance Pay Clark sent trio of veteran deputy ministers packing with 'golden parachutes.' By Bob Mackin, 24 Aug 2013 Was Cybersnooping the Secret Event of 2010 Olympics? It happened in the US. So The Tyee put the question to telecom officials, police. By Bob Mackin, 24 Aug 2013 Drilling Down BC Campaign Finance Numbers Lululemon's Chip Wilson, lobbyist Patrick Kinsella and Blue Jays exec among Lib donors. By Bob Mackin, 21 Aug 2013 Teck, CN among Liberal donors who gave to NDP in 2013 By Bob Mackin, 20 Aug 2013 BC Hydro subsidiary pays $750 million to end California claim By Bob Mackin, 16 Aug 2013 Coroner confirms RCMP spokesman's cause of death By Bob Mackin, 15 Aug 2013 BC ID card consultations 'more than a day late and a dollar short' By Bob Mackin, 15 Aug 2013 Star BC Liberal Pollster Registers as Government Lobbyist Dimitri Pantazopoulos didn't break any rules, but critics ask if insiders should so soon make the switch. By Bob Mackin, 14 Aug 2013 Why IOC Inaction on Putin's Podium Powertrip Doesn't Surprise The Olympic committee isn't exactly a strong human rights advocate. By Bob Mackin, 12 Aug 2013 BC health authority's rescinded pay hikes revealed By Bob Mackin, 7 Aug 2013 Libs 'Quick Wins' Plan Didn't Break the Law But independent report found government 'acceptance and familiarity' with evading freedom of information requests. By Bob Mackin, 1 Aug 2013 Ex-RCMP spokesperson found dead By Bob Mackin, 31 Jul 2013 A Century Old Ship Faces Eviction from New West Uncertain future for the Chief Skugaid, a relic of halibut's heyday and prohibition's profits. By Bob Mackin, 31 Jul 2013 PG News Archive Says Furlong Left Canada Amidst Death Threats A later Prince George story has Furlong claiming 'I played in Olympics twice.' By Bob Mackin, 30 Jul 2013 Lawyer accuses RCMP of pro-Furlong bias By Bob Mackin, 29 Jul 2013 John Furlong files long-awaited rebuttal in defamation suit By Bob Mackin, 26 Jul 2013 Class action lawsuit against smart meters launched By Bob Mackin, 26 Jul 2013 A Focus Group for Smart Meter Foes Inside BC Hydro's recent effort to 'better understand' the 60,000 customers still refusing meters. By Bob Mackin, 26 Jul 2013 Government data site offers stats, but too little substance By Bob Mackin, 25 Jul 2013 Past VANOC CEO John Furlong sued by former students By Bob Mackin, 24 Jul 2013 Bills, bills, bills: What BC government spent on travel, cell services, wine and more By Bob Mackin, 23 Jul 2013 John Cummins Resigns 'With Head Held High' BC Conservative leader quits after two tumultuous years; ex-Liberal Rick Peterson a possible successor. By Bob Mackin, 19 Jul 2013 Officials reviewed Bonney bribe email: Coleman By Bob Mackin, 19 Jul 2013 Dix accuses Libs of plot to bribe unhappy aide involved in ethnic vote scandal By Bob Mackin, 15 Jul 2013 What Role Did RCMP Play in BC Bomb Plot? US expert says local story fits troubling pattern of FBI counterterrorism stings. By Bob Mackin, 4 Jul 2013 Ten Legacies of the Vancouver Olympics On the 10th anniversary of winning the bid, a look at what the Games promised and what was delivered. By Bob Mackin, 2 Jul 2013 How Liberal Staffers Tried to Skirt FOI Laws Highlights from 'quick wins' document dump shows what they didn't want in public domain. By Bob Mackin, 18 Jun 2013 Ministry Mired in 'Quick Wins' Scandal Got $1-Million Boost Ahead of Election And more revelations found in newly-released government docs. By Bob Mackin, 12 Jun 2013 The Doctor Is Out: MacDiarmid's Surreal Post-Election Party As startling tide picked up Liberals, she was stranded. By Bob Mackin, 16 May 2013 What Happened to the 'Quick Wins' Core Team? Only Haakstad lost her job as a result; several members still working for BC Libs. By Bob Mackin, 13 May 2013 Reality check: Mad Men are always election winners By Bob Mackin, 13 May 2013 Reality check: Liberal weather blunders, from ice bombs to roof goofs By Bob Mackin, 11 May 2013 Reality check: Clark's ballot blip, Haakstad's return and Liberal divisions revealed By Bob Mackin, 9 May 2013 How BC Gov't Stalled a Reporter Past Election Day Last September I filed FOIs that got me blacklisted for a time, depriving voters of facts they deserve. By Bob Mackin, 7 May 2013 Fact bombs and Palin-drones: reflections on Monday's leaders debate By Bob Mackin, 30 Apr 2013 Friday's leader debate had zingers, but nobody got hooked By Bob Mackin, 29 Apr 2013 Reality check: Stadium for sale? By Bob Mackin, 25 Apr 2013 Reality check: On Clark's recent balanced budget claims, and billboard hazards By Bob Mackin, 22 Apr 2013 'Average Citizens' in Clark Infomercial Have Deep Ties to Party One is married to Lib candidate, another to prominent insider Judy Rogers. By Bob Mackin, 19 Apr 2013 BC Election 2013 Reality Check: Liberal Platform First in a frequent series keeping the campaigners honest. By Bob Mackin, 17 Apr 2013 It's a pretty important election, but... By Bob Mackin, 17 Apr 2013 Marathon of Tears Tragic target: road running, the most public and populist of sporting events. By Bob Mackin, 16 Apr 2013 VIDEO: 'Strong Economy, Secure Tomorrow': The Christy Clark TV special recap By Bob Mackin, 15 Apr 2013 NDP's film friends include Liberal studio owner who privatized BC Rail By Bob Mackin, 10 Apr 2013 'Let's Put on a Show!' Rings Familiar at Election Time Times of India Film Awards echo 1991 spendfest by struggling Socreds. By Bob Mackin, 5 Apr 2013 BC Liberal Ultra-Insider Kinsella Switching to Arizona? Backer of Campbell, Clark sells Vancouver mansion, buys Scottsdale residence. By Bob Mackin, 28 Mar 2013 Violence on Rise at Maples Teen Treatment Centre Incidents grew in 2012 over previous two years; FOI reports include severe injuries. By Bob Mackin, 12 Mar 2013 Probe Details How Clark, Aides Erased Communications Trail Info commissioner's investigation highlights BC gov't high-level record-keeping gaps. By Bob Mackin, 4 Mar 2013 Update: Cabinet meets amid pressure on Clark By Bob Mackin, 3 Mar 2013 Allegations Portray a Man 'None of Us Recognizes': Furlong Family Relatives respond to journalist's defamation defence. By Bob Mackin, 24 Jan 2013 Journalist's Defence Contains New Allegations against Furlong Robinson's defamation defence alleges former Olympics CEO groped schoolgirl, assaulted wives. By Bob Mackin, 21 Jan 2013 Air Christy: Flights Top $250,000 Billing citizens, Clark flies far more frequently than predecessor, mixes in fundraising. By Bob Mackin, 18 Jan 2013 Georgia Straight Defence Lists 25 People Claiming Abuse by Furlong New allegations after article drew denials, libel suit from 2010 Olympics chief. By Bob Mackin, 16 Jan 2013 Georgia Straight files defence against Furlong defamation lawsuit By Bob Mackin, 14 Jan 2013 NDP Seeks BC Place Probe Retrofit 'escalated quickly' to over five times $100 million estimate, and still no business case. By Bob Mackin, 14 Jan 2013 After Year of Highs and Lows, Five Questions for 2013 TYEE LIST #29: Musings from Mackin's reporter's notebook. By Bob Mackin, 29 Dec 2012 Guest list for Christy Clark's China schmooze included Nexen's would-be buyer By Bob Mackin, 21 Nov 2012 Health ministry keeps drug contracts secret By Bob Mackin, 30 Oct 2012 Bright New BC Place Is 'Power Smart'? Renovated stadium gets energy conservation award even though it now uses more electricity. By Bob Mackin, 19 Oct 2012 Mansion Market Slide Hits Kinsella, Powerbroker to Campbell, Clark Want the house that lobbying built? Price is down a million dollars since July 2011. By Bob Mackin, 15 Oct 2012 Gordon Campbell won’t comment on abuse allegations against Furlong By Bob Mackin, 6 Oct 2012 Furlong Publishes 'Final Statement' on Story He Calls a 'Disgrace' Denying, again, allegations of abuse, former VANOC chief addresses claims of memoir inconsistencies. By Bob Mackin, 2 Oct 2012 Alleged Abuse 'Just Didn't Happen': John Furlong 2010 Olympic CEO strongly denies Georgia Straight report he abused students as a teacher in '70s, accuses reporter of 'vendetta.' By Bob Mackin, 27 Sep 2012 Furlong's co-author Mason says he was told nothing about Burns Lake By Bob Mackin, 27 Sep 2012 A Weekend to Forget for BC Conservatives At Langley meeting, John Cummins holds leadership despite a revolving door of candidates and rocky finances. By Bob Mackin, 23 Sep 2012 David Black Confirms BC Media Love a Tycoon with a Dream Add the newspaper baron's refinery idea to a tradition of headline grabbing longshots. By Bob Mackin, 21 Aug 2012 In Rush to Liquor Reforms, Health Debate Missing UVic expert sees 'more deaths, more killed, more injured, a lot of health problems.' By Bob Mackin, 25 Jul 2012 What's Our Real Bill for RCMP Complex? Mayors Fret Hidden costs? Billion-dollar Surrey HQ to take bites out of muni budgets for years. By Bob Mackin, 20 Jun 2012 One year after riot, reporter revisits strange interlude with Canadian forces that night By Bob Mackin, 15 Jun 2012 Christy Clark's Mysterious Phone Call with Gordon Campbell On day premier took fire from quitting caucus member and was gone from view, she talked with predecessor. By Bob Mackin, 8 Jun 2012 Exel's Long March to Control BC's Liquor Distribution Eying huge stakes, 2009 internal strategy memo cited firm's 'strong relationship' with Minister Coleman. By Bob Mackin, 28 May 2012 Civilians 'bear the brunt' of war: Arbour By Bob Mackin, 23 Apr 2012 Exel's Treatment of Workers Slammed Firm angling to privatize part of BC Liquor fined in US, accused of bad practices by ex-employees in BC. By Bob Mackin, 12 Mar 2012 2010 Games: Blueprint for Occupy? Bob Mackin's 'Red Mittens & Red Ink' is the story of stirring opposition to inequality wrought by the Vancouver Olympics. By Bob Mackin, 10 Mar 2012 Where Roofer Died, Gordon Campbell Was 'Prime Contractor' Former premier 'had or should have had knowledge of, and control over' construction on vacation home, ruled WorkSafeBC. By Bob Mackin, 6 Mar 2012 Clark a no-show at major jobs and investment announcement By Bob Mackin, 2 Mar 2012 Lobbyist Gets Lift on 'Air Christy' Rio Tinto Alcan rep apparently flew for free with premier on airline owned by major BC Lib donor. By Bob Mackin, 2 Mar 2012 BC Firms Denied Chance to Compete for Falcon's Budget Simulator British firm Delib given contract directly due to 'tight timelines,' FOI documents reveal. By Bob Mackin, 27 Feb 2012 Premier Clark's Grey Cup guest list By Bob Mackin, 17 Jan 2012 Anatomy of a $313,000 Riot Review FOI documents show Furlong, Keefe and Muir piling up costs beyond original targets. By Bob Mackin, 13 Jan 2012 The Year in Revolt After rage, riots and revolution, the top to-do for 2012 is closing the divide. By Bob Mackin, 29 Dec 2011 How BC Hydro Unplugged My Privacy Media beware: Crown corp broke rule for protecting identities of Freedom of Information filers. By Bob Mackin, 15 Dec 2011 Nine Months before Olympics, Province Saw Big 'Shortfall' Report cited 'not complete' budgeting, 'unforeseen costs' that led to $188 million taxpayers' bailout. By Bob Mackin, 14 Nov 2011 A Peek into Secretive Order of BC Decisions Citizens can't see nomination documents; censored FOI gives mere glimpse of process. By Bob Mackin, 4 Nov 2011 Overstated Claims for Positive 2010 'Games Effect' Latest tally of Olympics benefits requires skeptical eye for small print and spun numbers. By Bob Mackin, 28 Oct 2011 Business Plan Oversight for Bailout Games Still Secret Tyee FOI request for 2007 review of financial risks to taxpayers comes back censored in key parts. By Bob Mackin, 25 Oct 2011 BC No Longer Calls Self 'Best Place on Earth' The boast is vanishing from official branding. Where did it go, and why? By Bob Mackin, 4 Oct 2011 BC Liquor Board Boss Feared a Stanley Cup Riot Police and medical officials heard warnings of escalating alcohol abuse days before June 15 riot: FOI email. By Bob Mackin, 21 Sep 2011 A peek inside city hall's 'Stanley Cup Citizen Feedback' file By Bob Mackin, 15 Sep 2011 ‘You wonder why the public is upset?’ Riot revisited at City Hall By Bob Mackin, 7 Sep 2011 Vancouver Canucks riot update: 3 reports, no charges By Bob Mackin, 7 Sep 2011 Husband of Clark Aide Ghost Wrote Riot Report Stewart Muir says he did not discuss contents with Athana Mentzelopoulos. By Bob Mackin, 2 Sep 2011 Hockey Riot Report Gives Canucks Bosses a Pass Booze and boos flowed inside rowdy Rogers Arena, but owners off the hook. By Bob Mackin, 2 Sep 2011 Tomorrow's Riot Report: Who Gets Burned? On the hot seat: Canucks, Premier Clark, Chief Chu, Mayor Robertson. And maybe John Furlong. By Bob Mackin, 31 Aug 2011 Worker Death at Gordon Campbell's Home Fits Grim Larger Pattern Preventable falls among most common injuries at BC workplaces. By Bob Mackin, 22 Aug 2011 Key Aide to Gordon Campbell Helped Craft Mail-in HST Referendum FOI documents reveal former lobbyist, pro-HST spinner Tom Syer was in the loop. By Bob Mackin, 23 Jul 2011 With News of the World, remembering B.C.'s own phone scandal By Bob Mackin, 21 Jul 2011 BC Parks Mascot Jerry the Moose Was Ordered to Slim Down 'Thinner, fitter' version of Expo 86 Jerry dictated by bureaucrats, say FOI documents. By Bob Mackin, 15 Jul 2011 Vancouver's Worst Riot: 20 Questions Could it have been prevented, or minimized? The public deserves answers. By Bob Mackin, 18 Jun 2011 Mayor, top cop finger-pointing wrong, says anarchist By Bob Mackin, 18 Jun 2011 When Fan Frenzy Causes Injury Security guard badly hurt at 2010 Olympics Live Site fiasco recalls how fun turned to danger. By Bob Mackin, 1 Jun 2011 BC's $1 Billion False Alarm: WikiLeaks Daily Olympics security reports tracked protests and wingnuts, but no 'credible terrorist threats'. By Bob Mackin, 4 May 2011 Paragon gone, with defeat of mega-casino? By Bob Mackin, 19 Apr 2011 High Stakes: Vancouver's Casino Vote Today New union jobs, fears of social ills, and old fault lines that rended a political party. Who's in? By Bob Mackin, 19 Apr 2011 Olympic Village lawsuits inevitable, observer says By Bob Mackin, 18 Mar 2011 As Money Machine, Games Didn't Deliver A year before Olympics, officials promised a $10 billion windfall. No one's saying that now. By Bob Mackin, 15 Feb 2011 Vancouver Greenest City goals revised downward By Bob Mackin, 20 Jan 2011 Anti-Olympic activist gets his RCMP file By Bob Mackin, 14 Jan 2011 RCMP denies US consulate claim By Bob Mackin, 21 Dec 2010 What they mean when they say 2010 Games ‘broke even’ By Bob Mackin, 16 Dec 2010 ‘Green Games’ claims under scrutiny By Bob Mackin, 15 Dec 2010 Worker killed at Canada Place identified By Bob Mackin, 7 Dec 2010 Canucks owners interested in Olympic Village By Bob Mackin, 19 Nov 2010 Olympic Flame Burns Rich The fuel used to light the cauldron in honour of Jack Poole this weekend could heat your home for two years. By Bob Mackin, 22 Oct 2010 Olympic Village woes continue By Bob Mackin, 23 Sep 2010 Minister Coleman involved in Games liquor closures By Bob Mackin, 4 Aug 2010 Canaccord Capital was Vision's biggest donor By Bob Mackin, 3 Aug 2010 Long-form census controversy to take over convention centre By Bob Mackin, 29 Jul 2010 VANOC's motorcoach madness down south By Bob Mackin, 28 Jul 2010 Week from hell for B.C. Lottery Corp. By Bob Mackin, 21 Jul 2010 Privacy breached on government gambling site By Bob Mackin, 20 Jul 2010 Olympic protesters complaint to cops dismissed By Bob Mackin, 13 Jul 2010 HST point man Hansen is Olympic minister again By Bob Mackin, 8 Jul 2010 Olympic cauldron, now with spy camera By Bob Mackin, 8 Jul 2010 Fame-Hungry Toronto Ignored Ugly Summit History Vancouver offered lessons the centre of the universe preferred to ignore. By Bob Mackin, 29 Jun 2010 WorkSafe worried about BC Place cauldron, roof By Bob Mackin, 23 Apr 2010 Hydro spent $46,000 on burgers and beer for Olympics suite By Bob Mackin, 22 Apr 2010 Brown Edges to the 'Green Games' These Olympics use 5,600 vehicles, burn 20 million litres of petro, carve up nature. Critics cry 'greenwash!' By Bob Mackin, 15 Feb 2010 Why This Is Vancouver's Last Super Spectacle For over a century, the region has used mega-events to spur growth. That's over. By Bob Mackin, 8 Feb 2010 Expensive party for convention centre By Bob Mackin, 27 Jan 2010 Log structure impeding free speech at the VAG? By Bob Mackin, 25 Jan 2010 Let the Bailout Games Begin NBC expects to take a bath and VANOC, rocked by recession, still has its hand out. By Bob Mackin, 11 Jan 2010 Quiet cash quells Olympic concerns over BC Place flame By Bob Mackin, 4 Jan 2010 Vancouver won't hide problems for 2010, doc says By Bob Mackin, 3 Dec 2009 Undercover cop infiltrated torch protesters' ranks By Bob Mackin, 1 Dec 2009 US presence for 2010 Games By Bob Mackin, 1 Dec 2009 'Climate of fear' can ruin Olympic spirit: Researchers By Bob Mackin, 24 Nov 2009 VANOC's last board meeting opaque By Bob Mackin, 18 Nov 2009 BC orders paramedics back to work By Bob Mackin, 3 Nov 2009 Mercer Led Raid on 'War in Woods' Tree-Sitters 2010 Games security chief is a veteran of clashes with anti-logging protesters. By Geoff Dembicki and Bob Mackin, 23 Oct 2009 Mercer Blasted APEC Protesters with Pepper Spray Commission slammed Mounties' hair trigger use of force at 1997 summit. Third in a series profiling the 2010 Olympics' top cop. By Bob Mackin and Geoff Dembicki, 22 Oct 2009 Olympic Security Chief Likes to 'Be out Front' In command of 6,000, Bud Mercer will be making decisions under a global microscope. By Geoff Dembicki and Bob Mackin, 21 Oct 2009 Olympics' Top Cop Helped Blow up Truck at Gustafsen Stand-off RCMP's Bud Mercer was in the thick of several famous clashes with dissenters. This story, with video of the exploding truck, is first in a series. By Geoff Dembicki and Bob Mackin, 20 Oct 2009 Brace for traffic chaos during 2010 Games By Bob Mackin, 14 Oct 2009 Olympic Village fails to meet schedule By Bob Mackin, 6 Oct 2009 VANOC wants respect for Olympic torch By Bob Mackin, 18 Sep 2009 BC Place general manager didn't know about worker death By Bob Mackin, 10 Sep 2009 Olympic villages to have chapels By Bob Mackin, 8 Sep 2009 BC Place heads knew about worker's death but didn't report it By Bob Mackin, 4 Sep 2009 City vows Olympics bylaws won't restrict newspapers By Bob Mackin, 24 Jul 2009 Newspapers targetted by Olympic bylaw By Bob Mackin, 21 Jul 2009 VANOC wins BC Supreme Court case over Women's ski jump By Bob Mackin, 10 Jul 2009 All quiet on the western front for Olympic day celebration By Bob Mackin, 22 Jun 2009 Olympic rent-a-cops cost more than RCMP By Bob Mackin, 17 Apr 2009 'I'm a Liberal supporter': Suzuki Foundation chairman By Bob Mackin, 15 Apr 2009 $94.7M in ticket sales for Olympics By Bob Mackin, 25 Mar 2009 2010 games to disrupt traffic: Vanoc By Bob Mackin, 11 Mar 2009 Olympics big top blows a jet engine By Bob Mackin, 25 Feb 2009 Social housing costs at O-Village soar By Bob Mackin, 17 Feb 2009 Vancouver school board grapples with Games closures By Bob Mackin, 16 Feb 2009 Poverty Olympics pinpoints social problems By Bob Mackin, 9 Feb 2009 Plan to change city bylaws is unconstitutional: BCCLA By Bob Mackin, 20 Jan 2009 Surrey Olympic project could be delayed By Bob Mackin, 15 Jan 2009 Taxpayers on hook for $1B Olympic Village By Bob Mackin, 10 Jan 2009 Snow challenges BC Place roof By Bob Mackin, 6 Jan 2009 VANOC may axe Whistler ceremonies By Bob Mackin, 24 Dec 2008 VANOC lags behind 2012 planners By Bob Mackin, 17 Dec 2008 RCMP still searching the sea for Olympic ships By Bob Mackin, 3 Dec 2008 RCMP seeks rent-a-cops for 2010 security By Bob Mackin, 2 Dec 2008 Business reps question traffic plan for 2010 games By Bob Mackin, 26 Nov 2008 SkyTrain's Mounting Death Toll Experts urge platform barriers already saving lives in other cities. By Bob Mackin, 18 Nov 2008 2010 security presentation reveals details By Bob Mackin, 14 Nov 2008 Taxpayers could pay more if city has to speed up Olympic Village By Bob Mackin, 10 Nov 2008 Vancouver writes more Olympic cheques By Bob Mackin, 29 Oct 2008 Roofer wanted for B.C. Place By Bob Mackin, 20 Oct 2008 Fortress fall could hit Whistler-Blackcomb By Bob Mackin, 20 Oct 2008 Nasty words banned by VANOC By Bob Mackin, 25 Sep 2008 VANOC considers VIP-only driving lanes By Bob Mackin, 16 Sep 2008 LNG a chance, not a windfall, says BC throne speech Postmedia could soon own almost every English newspaper in Canada. What could possibly go wrong? VIEW: Voting for your principles is 'strategic voting' Petition opposes BC's 'potential muzzling' of non-profits More troubles for BC's big LNG plans Tirade at Tyee by immigration minister's top aide analyzed tweet by tweet Government slow to respond to FOIs? No need to tell Bob Mackin Converting ferries to LNG will save money, reduce fares: CEO See more » Tyee Video Picks Submitted by Tyee staff, Today Last chance to see 'The Vancouver Asahi' baseball story at VIFF. Where do these videos come from? From you. Suggest one here! Most Popular Can 'Cuisine' Make a Better School Lunch? What I Saw with a German Tour of the Oilsands Don't Give Postmedia More Local Monopolies First Nations 'Front and Centre Now': Pierre Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign How Much Do You Trust Canada's Wireless Giants? Christy Clark's No Pro at LNG Poker BC Filmmaking Duo Passes the Acid Test For Kids, the Meal Is the Message Most Emailed Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign For Kids, the Meal Is the Message Understanding Harper's Evangelical Mission Who'd Be a School Trustee in 2014? Why New Euro-Canada Treaty Is a Gift to Oil Firms BC Filmmaking Duo Passes the Acid Test We Must Heed Naomi Klein's Call China Deal Trumps Province, First Nations on Energy Projects: Treaty Expert Fired Researcher Who Killed Self Was Evaluating Drug Backed by Clark Climate Warriors Must Forge Stronger Alliances, Now Reported Elsewhere Postmedia could soon own almost every English newspaper in Canada (via DeSmog) Petronas CEO warns of 15-year delay to BC LNG project (via G&M) BC government apologizes for firing worker who later killed himself (via the Victoria Times-Colonist) From Tibet to Taiwan, China's outer regions watch Hong Kong protests intently (via the New York Times) It's a shame Jean-Claude Duvalier died a free man, says ex-UN prosecutor (via CBC News) Vancouver's cabbies take aim at Uber (via The Province) Keurig's coffee supremacy challenged by Canadian firm (via Yahoo! News) North and South Korea 'agree to talks' (via BBC News) See more » Your BC: The Tyee's Photo Pool Join The Tyee's Flickr group » View previous selections » Most Commented What I Saw with a German Tour of the Oil Sands (132 comments) Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign (76 comments) 'The Environment Is the Economy': MP Weston (106 comments) Fired Researcher Who Killed Self Was Evaluating Drug Backed by Clark (57 comments) Climate Warriors Must Forge Stronger Alliances, Now (53 comments) ISIS Threat: Let's Refuse to be Scared (79 comments) We Must Heed Naomi Klein's Call (309 comments) Christy Clark's No Pro at LNG Poker (38 comments) Six Steps to Protect Canadians from Flaws in China Trade Deal (128 comments) How Labour Unions Make Us Healthier (31 comments) About The Tyee National Pool Contributors Advertise Contact Funding Jobs Master Classes Privacy Policy Submissions Support The Tyee News Culture Opinion National Mediacheck Solutions Video Publications Tyee News Weekly Archives The Hook Other BC Blogs Reported Elsewhere Steve Burgess Murray Dobbin Michael Geist Crawford Kilian Rafe Mair Andrew Nikiforuk Shannon Rupp Bill Tieleman Dorothy Woodend Follow The Tyee Subscribe by email Subscribe by RSS Tyee Mobile App Managed Hosting by Gossamer Threads × Share article via email Send this article to: Your email address: Your message: Would you like to receive The Tyee's headlines free by email? Yes, every day. Yes, once a week. I already subscribe. No, thanks. Submit Show form again » Close)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11494,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 19, Number 5, March 2007 Lifelong learner: A chat with Mary-Wynne Ashford by Kirk Longpré Originally a secondary school chemistry teacher, Dr. Mary-Wynne Ashford returned to University of Calgary to study medicine at 38 with three children in school. She practiced as a family physician for 11 years and specialized in palliative care. Ashford is past president of the International Physicians for Prevention of Nuclear War, which won the 1985 Nobel Peace Prize. She received her PhD from Simon Fraser University in 1997 where she studied the roots of violence. In the past, Ashford has received the prestigious Gandhi Award from Simon Fraser University, the Governor General of Canada’s medal twice, YWCA Women of Distinction Award, the YMCA Peace Medal, and the Washington Physicians for Social Responsibility Distinguished Physician Award. Longpré: It seems that you are still an educator at heart. Ashford: I have always loved teaching and have incorporated it in everything I do, from playing with children to practicing medicine. I studied medicine because I was fascinated by the field of psycho-neuro-biology. I wrote a column in the Calgary Herald about the funny things that happened behind the scenes at the zoo. As a result, I found myself intrigued to know more about what is hard-wired into human behaviour, and what is the result of socialization. In particular, I wanted to know more about why people make choices that don’t seem to be in their best interests. I found that being a family doctor gave me the deepest contact with people and the issues they were facing. Longpré: You have been described as the epitome of a lifelong learner. From your perspective how might we, as educators, affect the quest to continually learn in our students. Ashford: I am afraid that lifelong learning is something I can’t stop. I don’t set out to do it, I just find myself curious about many things. I think that as educators we are most effective when we make our students responsible for their own learning, and we support their interests and directions. I am a strong supporter of the alternative school programs that are student-directed. They support the student’s own creative initiatives and the teachers are willing to wait for the student to assume autonomy. The students usually respond by rising to new levels of competence. My own learning was transformed when I studied medicine at the University of Calgary because it is a non-competitive pass/fail school. That means that students receive a grade and if it is above the "minimal pass level" they get the grade of "pass." If they are below the mpl, they repeat the exam a month or so later, but they are given a mentor to help them in the meantime. In the beginning, I was a very competitive student and found it difficult not to know where I stood in relation to the rest of my class. Finally I got the point—if you don’t feel secure about your knowledge, study the subject more! In other words, study for mastery, not to compete against others. This insight changed my life as I discovered the joy of learning in co-operative groups. Longpré: What do you see as the most pressing issues facing students today? Ashford: We are at a time of many planetary crises. Not only must students understand the challenges we face, but they have to engage in the work to save the planet. We have to be in there with them. Our role is to show them the positive directions that can be taken, not to overwhelm them with the magnitude of the problems. We can show them the difference each person makes in reducing fossil fuel consumption or building co-operative communities. We must continue to draw them into human relationships, help them find their spiritual direction, and connect them to the earth. Longpré: What would you like to see happening in classrooms that is not happening now? Ashford: There are outstanding schools and classrooms already, but they are not available to everyone. Here is a short list of what would be in my ideal school: Small schools, looser definition of grades so that students can advance in one area and move more slowly in another, more involvement with the whole community, especially parents. I would like to see a more compassionate response to kids living in poverty, i.e., second-hand clothes exchanges, showers and laundry facilities available, breakfast and lunch programs. Show kids they matter. Include service to others as a source of meaning in life incorporated into all grades. I would like to see all staff trained in building community, and then active leadership to support respectful processes in all relationships in the school. I would also like to see opportunities for students to care for animals. We have much to learn from Aboriginal cultures about how to support children in learning. Longpré: How might educators, and, in particular, schools do a better job of addressing those issues? Ashford: We need to teach young people skills to participate in a world that is facing unprecedented challenges. Perhaps our task might be defined as teaching children how to survive in an uncertain future. We need to build their physical strength and agility, their ability to appreciate the natural world and relationships with others. We need to help them recognize the real sources of meaning in their lives—relationships to others, meaningful life work, belonging to a group that needs them, rootedness in place, service to others, joy in beauty, response to hardship, recognition of a spiritual base to life. When young people complain of boredom, they are telling us they are not able to tap into a source of meaning in life. The best response to their boredom is not to provide adult solutions and stimulation, but to support them in connectedness to themselves, to others, and to the earth. Longpré: In your book, Enough Blood Shed: 101 Solutions to Violence, Terror and War you encourage people to take risks and apply their own creative energy to finding new ways to manage and resolve conflicts. Within a narrowly prescribed curriculum how do you envision that happening in a school setting? Ashford: I think that the IRPs actually give plenty of room for creative exploration. As teachers, we can imprison ourselves in a textbook and teach in ways most teachers have long since outgrown–by photocopied handouts, rote examinations, and limited boundaries on the subject matter. But if we take the subject matter and engage the students in exploring it for themselves, we quickly find ourselves supporting exciting new questions. Critical thinking can be applied to any subject and can take a whole class into a worthwhile study of a subject instead of a stale repetition of lists of facts. Longpré: In your book you also talk about the importance of stories. I wonder if you could elaborate on the role of storytelling to achieve social change? Ashford: When we tell stories, we engage the listener in an emotional experience that may offer insights or alternative ways of thinking that help her or him understand the human experience. Through stories we can inspire and thrill young people with possibilities for their own future. Stories get past our resistance to learning something that is good for us. Longpré: Your book also reveals a recurrent theme of ordinary people taking very courageous, enormously creative steps, with humour and total determination. Could you talk about the role of fun and humour in creating social change? Ashford: Many of the challenges we face frighten us adults. Students do not want to hear more of how terrible the world is and how helpless they are. When we use fun and humour as we look at issues, we are able to bypass the fear and pessimism that is common in media, and instead we can enjoy taking steps toward change. It is important that projects taken up by youth should have a strong likelihood of success. By this I don’t mean that the outcome will necessarily be a global revolution, the elimination of nuclear weapons, or the end of global climate change, but rather that the student project will succeed in its own objectives. It may raise money for a school in Africa, or it may lead to production of a video, or a meeting with city council. The project itself must be doable by students. In taking our own small steps toward the greater goal, we tend to lose our sense of helplessness and regain our joy in engaging in life. Longpré: When you were working on the 2001 www.BombsAway.org campaign, what did you discover about the power of web-driven strategy for engaging youth in social activism? Are there lessons for educators here? Ashford: The Bombsaway campaign brought medical students into the anti-nuclear movement and used billboards and signs on the transit system to direct other young people to the web site. The web site gave information in small bites and encouraged the young people to take action against Canada’s involvement in the proposed US ballistic missile defence program. We learned that great billboards attracted enormous attention to the web site. We learned that we were weak in following up with continued excitement on the web site and that we needed more youth to take on the site. Longpré: I wonder if you could comment on the role of women in helping create another world. Ashford: The UN tells us that 70% of the workers for peace and social justice in the world are women. They also tell us that in conflict situations women are frequently going back and forth between groups in conflict and building relationships between the enemy groups. If the negotiating teams for a peace accord include women, the accord is more likely to hold. Cambodia is one example cited often. There is research now that shows a correlation between the status of women and the likelihood that a nation will resort to civil war. The more women elected to office, the longer women have had the vote, the more women in the work force and the smaller the average number of children, the less likely it is that the country will use armed violence in its internal conflicts. Women bring insights to conflict resolution and peace building that are different from the insights of men. When both genders are represented, the context of the negotiations shift and a nonviolent solution is more likely. Longpré: Could you talk about the power of the arts to engage individuals and groups in social change? Ashford: Social change involves all dimensions of culture, not just the intellectual. When we watch a movie or play, when we sing or dance together, we are moved in a different way than when we attend a lecture. I remember watching women in Africa singing, dancing, and laughing as they told us horrifying stories about apartheid in South Africa. We must take the issues seriously, but not ourselves. Longpré: How do you respond to an individual who says. "But what can I do?" Ashford: Above all, I try not to tell them what to do. Sometimes I have to bite my tongue, but it is important to draw out from them what they like doing. Tell them that no one can tell them what to do, but perhaps they can think of some way to use the passion they have in a way that will make a better world. They will come up with their own idea and they are far more likely to do it because they own it. Longpré: To conclude, do you have any final thoughts you would like to pass on to educators? Ashford: I think teaching is the most important thing we do in life, whether we are in the school system or outside it. Our most important teaching is how we live our own life. Longpré: Thank you for your time. Kirk Longpré is a teacher-librarian at Mount Douglas Secondary School in Victoria. Reprinted from The Advocate, newsletter of the Greater Victoria Teachers’ Association. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141003,www.remappingedu.com,http://www.remappingedu.com/shockresistanceinbc/,Remapping Education British Columbia obstructs the shock doctrine: A lesson borne through struggle, solidarity, and popular resistance - Remapping Education Remapping Education ABOUT HOME BLOG ARCHIVE PARTNERS & ALLIES Tag Cloud Anything in here will be replaced on browsers that support the canvas element #BYOT #BYOD #Vancouver #imperialism #memes #problematization #Deleuze #nomadology #edtech #21CL #Foucault #thesis #BCed #politics #TeachforCanada #inequality #discourse #neoliberalization #cdned #teachers #edreform #edpolicy education TOP POSTS & PAGES British Columbia obstructs the shock doctrine: A lesson… The 2014/2015 school year had a rocky start in British Columbia, Canada, where teachers and… (1,045) Public education in British Columbia: The rise of the shock… Citation: Steeves, T. (2014). Public education in British Columbia: The rise of the shock doctrine… (33) Politics (in/of) teachers’ work? [W]hen citizenship education takes into account the nature of the political as necessarily conflictual and… (5) Teach For Canada: Slipping towards (in)equality? To be published in an upcoming issue of British Columbia's Teachers' Federation's journal, TEACHER:  … (4) Uttering towards otherwise: Students as rhizomatic nomad… Whereas popular visions of education reform terrorize students with neoliberal normatives and “institutional ‘dividing practices’… (4) RECENT COMMENTS British Columbia obstructs the shock doctrine: A lesson borne through struggle, solidarity, and popular resistance (4) Philip Atkinson { I disagree, Mudshark. Given the length of time the strike went on, the public was expected to turn against the BCTF in droves; the government precipitated this and shot itself... } – Sep 30, 9:09 AM Mudshark { As usual, well written and hard not to agree with. I do question though, the role of the BCTF leadership in this. In my opinion, BC teachers and their union... } – Sep 28, 4:07 PM doroteoarangoaramburu { Canada and BC in particular have been taking the road to “shock doctrine” relatively recently when compared with other parts of the world. The local ruling elites have now embarked... } – Sep 28, 12:10 PM Public education in British Columbia: The rise of the shock doctrine or kindling for a shock-proof otherwise? (5) Marks and Angles { A manufactured crisis...absolutely. Lionsreadtheory.com has published a commentary that connects the current crisis within the B.C. education system with the advancement of neoliberal-capitalism. Basically, this is another battle in a... } – Sep 07, 10:22 PM KICK in the EYE { Your article was a great read. Here's our song and video in support of the teachers: http://youtu.be/VhTI019wqo8 } – Aug 26, 11:42 PM Val Robinson { Nice job, Tobey. You provide evidence that this education disruption is intentional and in fact part of a wider scheme to make money for a few people/corporations : The fast... } – Aug 20, 12:58 PM Meta Register Log in Entries RSS Comments RSS WordPress.org by Tobey Steeves British Columbia obstructs the shock doctrine: A lesson borne through struggle, solidarity, and popular resistance September 27, 2014 in public education, research, Slider by Tobey Steeves The 2014/2015 school year had a rocky start in British Columbia, Canada, where teachers and the ruling government have been locked in a contest over the future of public education in the province. Teachers finished the 2013/2014 school year locked out and on strike, and neither the teachers nor the government appeared willing to concede defeat. I believe this clash between public and private values offers meaningful lessons for friends of public education. The struggle over maintaining public services is not unique to British Columbia [BC], of course, and Naomi Klein’s (2007) notion of shock doctrines provides a lens for understanding how and why public services around the world have been attacked and subverted via [manufactured] ‘crises’. In The Shock Doctrine: The Rise of Disaster Capitalism, Klein argues that shocks and disasters can disrupt societies’ “ruling narratives” and can – if given half a chance – be turned into opportunities for profit-grabbing and corporate re-structuring. Klein provides numerous examples from around the world to show that shock doctrines have been managed and cultivated in order to create “orchestrated raids on the public sphere” (p. 26). Klein’s analysis can be extended to BC, where the provincial government has nurtured the spread of privatized education – at the expense of public schools. I have previously argued that the shock doctrine is alive and well in BC, and involves a broad attack on teachers and the “tacit re-imagining of public education as a vehicle for private profit as well as the intentional re-direction of public resources to redistribute the burden of risk, access, and service to favour private profits over public need” (Steeves, 2014, p.10). This includes preferential resourcing for private schools in BC, a push to direct public resources away from the provision of learning opportunities and toward a concern with extracting profit, and the systematic commodification of BC’s curriculum. To update and supplement this analysis, I would like to: (i) elaborate on the contexts that compelled BC’s teachers into rejecting shock therapy and to mount a full-scale strike, (ii) outline some of the impediments to (re)solving the bargaining impasse between teachers and the provincial government, (iii) describe key features of the collective agreement that bridged the impasse between teachers and the provincial government, and (iv) highlight some of the tactics that were used to challenge shock therapy and to cultivate shock resistance in BC. Setting a stage: Governance in BC - Labour negotiations are often rocky affairs, but BC’s teachers have had a particularly difficult time with the BCLiberals – the province’s current ruling party. Simply put: teachers in BC have found it difficult to negotiate a collective agreement with a government that broke laws to cut services from kids. Recently re-elected by less than 25% of the province’s eligible voters (Vancouver Sun, 2013), BC’s Supreme Court has twice ruled that the BCLiberals illegally stripped teachers’ contracts (BCTF v. BC, 2014; BCTF v. BC, 2011). In 2014, for instance, the Court (BCTF v. BC) ruled that “it was unconstitutional for the government to have legislatively deleted the Working Conditions clauses from the [teachers’] existing collective agreement in 2002 and by prohibiting a return to those clauses” [¶138]. Further, the Court found that government representatives’ “understanding of problems was based on unsubstantiated hearsay” [¶236]. The Court also determined that “government representatives were not willing to engage in real dialogue” [¶218], and concluded that the government did not negotiate in good faith … One of the problems was that the government representatives were pre-occupied by another strategy. Their strategy was to put such pressure on the union that it would provoke a strike by the union. The government representatives thought this would give government the opportunity to gain political support for imposing legislation on the union. (BCTF v. BC, 2014, Summary, p. 3) In other words, the ruling party of BC was weighed in a court of law and found to have used kids to push a political agenda. In addition, the International Labour Organization (ILO) has ruled a handful of times against the BCLiberals – declaring multiple pieces of legislation illegal under international law (e.g., ILO, 2006, 2004, 2003). Overall, the ILO has ruled that six pieces of legislation imposed by the BCLiberals violate international agreements (BC Teachers’ Federation, 2014a). To put it another way, the United Nations agency that looks over labour standards and advocates on behalf of justice for workers and decent work for all has positioned BC’s ruling government as flouting international treaties to push its political agenda. Mapping the BCLiberals’ policy agenda: shock therapy as popular mandate? This rapid succession of legislative and judicial interventions is consistent with what Klein (2007) describes as shocks: “moment[s] where there is a gap between fast moving events and the information that exists to explain them” (p. 552). During these times, Klein argues, many of us become “intensely vulnerable to those people who are ready to take advantage of the chaos for their own ends” (p. 552). Specifically, these gaps provide spaces for shock doctrines – ‘miracles born of massacres’ that unleash “radical free-market makeovers” (p. 232). Since taking government in 2001, the BCLiberals have capitalized on shocks and pushed a shock doctrine to re-distribute the burden of risk, access, and service to favour corporate profit over public need. For instance, while breaking laws and cutting services from kids, the BCLiberals also pushed policies that are of dubious value to the public. Between 2002 and 2005, the BCLiberals closed 85% of the legal aid offices throughout BC, cut supports for family law by 60%, and eliminated all aid for poverty law services and human rights complaints (PovNet, 2010). Eliminating supports for legal services is best understood as a facet in an “orchestrated raid on the public sphere” (Klein, 2007, p. 26). These policy choices “redistribute the burden of risk, access, and service to favour corporate profit over public need” (Steeves, 2014, p. 9). The BCLiberals also seem to take it as a matter of honour that the province has among the lowest corporate tax rates in North America – and the world (BC Trade and Invest, n.d.). Add to this the fact that BC’s child labour laws have been described as among the “most neglectful in the world” (Bakan, 2011), and this provides a context for understanding how corporations in BC could generate $25.8 billion in profits in 2013 (McMartin, 2012). It also provides a basis for understanding figures from Statistics Canada which show BC as leading Canada in: child poverty (20.7%), the worst poverty rate for children living in single mother families (49.8%), and the most unequal distribution of income among rich and poor families with children (First Call, 2013). Nevertheless, in 2009 the BCLiberals cut $16 million in funding for StudentAid BC, which provides loans to students seeking post secondary education (Fehr, 2009). And thanks to the BCLiberals’ policies, BC now has the highest student loan interest rates in Canada (Macdonald & Shaker, 2012, p. 32). And it is also worth highlighting the fact that BC’s post secondary students now pay more in tuition than the government collects in corporate taxes (CNW, 2010). In addition to policies that redistribute the burden of risk, the BCLiberals have also favoured private profits over public needs by advancing a dubious notion of what is and is not ‘affordable’. After ‘investing’ more than $6 billion for the Olympics (Mackin, 2013), the BCLiberals also pushed for a new roof on BC Place stadium. The initial budget called for $365 million; but, in the end, the roof’s budget topped $517 million (Mackin, 2014). We should also recall that back in 2012 the BCLiberals gave government staffers an average wage increase of 10% (CBC News, 2012b). And we should not forget that for the 2011/2012 fiscal year, BC’s Premier charged around $475,000 in expenses to credit cards – including a $3,200+ tab at an oyster bar (CBC News, 2012a). More recently, in 2013, BCHydro – a provincially owned, Crown corporation – was sued by the state of California for price gouging during the 2000-2001 power crisis. The BCLiberals – hoping to avoid a fine that could top $3.2 billion – managed to find the resources to agree to a $750 million out-of-court settlement (Cox, 2013). All things considered, it is not at all apparent that teachers’ appeal for increased funding for public education is beyond the province’s “zone of affordability”. Against this backdrop, it is worth highlighting the fact that in 2012 the BCLiberals sat in legislature – which is to say, took on the official work of elected representatives – for a grand total of 19 days (Jarvis, 2013b). By late 2013, the BC legislature had sat for 36 of the last 579 days (Jarvis, 2013a). It takes a creative reading on ‘democracy’ to consider an absentee government that pushes dubious policies and flouts laws while imposing vicious cuts to public services as grounded in a ‘popular mandate’. Nevertheless, with the expiry of their collective agreement in 2012, teachers were compelled into bargaining with the BCLiberals.   A contest of scripts: shock therapy vs. shock resistance - The preceding context provides a basis for understanding the bargaining impasse between teachers and the BCLiberals as a competition over the ‘script’ for the future of BC. Whereas the tactics employed by the BCLiberals appear to be guided by a vision of BC that is grounded in private interests and shock doctrine tactics, the teachers of BC have taken a principled stand for a vision of the future that cultivates shock resistance and is grounded in the collective pursuit of the common good. Undemocratic governance: Outlining the BCLiberals’ tactics and values - The BCLiberals’ tactics for engaging with teachers illustrate a vision of governance that relies on an undemocratic balance of power. As a prime example, in 2001 it was reported that the BCLiberals began planning the “cuts of hundreds of millions of dollars a year, massive teacher layoffs, larger classes and less support for students with special needs.” To address the fear that parents would be “apt to notice significant reductions in service levels” government representatives were given a tactic for overcoming this dilemma: “run silent, run deep” in order to avoid provoking parents (Lambert, 2011). In other words, government officials in BC conspired to push through policies and cuts to services that they assumed parents might not like. The BCLiberals’ autocratic vision of governance is also implicit in government representatives’ (dis)respect for the law. For example, the BCLiberals described a ruling by a well-respected BC Supreme Court judge as an “incorrect interpretation [emphasis added]” (Shaw, 2014). Moreover, after having been ruled in breach of the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms – twice – the BCLiberals chose to direct more public funds into appealing the ruling: “upping the ante in [the] festering teachers dispute” (Palmer, 2014). This indicates that for the BCLiberals it may be preferable to flout laws and to use public funds to fight court battles than to resource public education in BC. The current round of bargaining with teachers provided more recent examples of the BCLiberals’ values. For example, after more than a year of bargaining, a framework of negotiations was signed by both teachers and the provincial bargaining agent, British Columbia Public School Employers’ Association [BCPSEA]. To celebrate this success, the BCLiberals fired the [democratically elected] board of BCPSEA and replaced it with a CEO (BC Gov, 2013). Once installed, the new CEO unilaterally scrapped the previously agreed to framework of negotiations and the talks resumed under a lead negotiator described as “angry, disrespectful, and confrontational” (Hyslop, 2014). These interventions do not appear to be aimed at securing a negotiated settlement with teachers and suggest that the BCLiberals may have intentionally and systematically undercut the possibility of a negotiated settlement. The BCLiberals also used ‘pressure tactics’ that appear to be aimed at provoking – if not punishing – teachers. To put pressure on teachers to concede to the government’s proposals, teachers were locked out of schools: Teachers were “directed” to come to schools no earlier than 45 minutes before the start of the day, to be off-site during lunch, to refrain from providing any learning supports for students during breaks or lunch, and to leave schools no later than 45 minutes after the last bell (Chow, 2014). This lockout was used as justification for cutting teachers’ pay by 10%. The government argued that since teachers were doing less work, they deserved less pay – “reduced pay for reduced work” (Ip, 2014). However, the government-imposed lockout was functionally a cut in pay for work that teachers’ normally volunteer. As a result, the lockout and pay cut was a bit like trying to put out a fire with gasoline: It did not pressure teachers to make concessions at the bargaining table but did confuse pretty much everyone (BCTF, 2014b) – and it provoked teachers to escalate their job action. In addition to the imposition of a lockout and a cut in pay, the BCLiberals (re)directed public funds to pay parents $40 per day to keep children out of schools. With schools closed due to teachers’ job action, the BCLiberals directed parents to apply for a daily cash subsidy through a website (www.bcparentinfo.ca). Only children under the age of thirteen were eligible, and all payouts were held until the impasse was resolved (Shaw & Carman, 2014). This unprecedented tactic illustrated the BCLiberals’ intention to use any and all means to outlast teachers’ resolve and to push teachers into concessions. Concessions and control: Unpacking the BCLiberals’ proposals for teachers - Another way the BCLiberals tried to push teachers into concessions was by tabling proposals that asked teachers to give up on court rulings that run counter to the government’s policy objectives. For example, BCPSEA tabled language that would allow either party to dissolve the entire collective agreement if they were unhappy with the outcome of the government’s appeal of BCTF v. BC (2014): “[I]f either party is dissatisfied with the outcome [of the appeal] … Within 60 days of the ultimate judicial decision, either party may give written notice to the other of termination of the collective agreement” (BCPSEA, 2014c). It seems unlikely that teachers would have reason to dissolve a collective agreement that took more than a year of difficult bargaining and sustained job action to secure. On the other hand, should the government lose its appeal of BCTF v. BC (2014), this language – a ‘loser wins’ clause – would allow the government the means to dissolve the entire collective agreement and initiate another round of bargaining. All things considered, there seems to be little obvious incentive for teachers to cede this power to government or to sign a ‘contingent’ contract. This ‘loser wins’ clause was eventually pulled, but the government’s bargaining agent tabled another proposal that asked teachers to give up on court rulings that returned class size and composition language to their collective agreement. Specifically, BCPSEA (2014b) attempted to “supersede and replace all previous Articles that addressed class size, composition and staffing levels.” To extend the metaphor, this proposal might be understood as an attempt to ‘get out of jail free’. Jim Iker, president of British Columbia’s Teachers’ Federation, singled out this proposal as a key obstacle to reaching a negotiated settlement (William-Ross, 2014). And Joel Bakan (2014), a professor of law who focuses on constitutional law, confided that he saw “a lot of sense” in teachers’ insistence on eliminating this proposal “before commencing bargaining.” Regardless, the proposal conveys a clear sense of the distance between the values that underlie the bargaining objectives of teachers and government. Another proposal from government asked teachers to cede contractual protections for the evaluation of teachers. Specifically, the BCPSEA tabled language that would “supersede and replace all previous provisions that addressed evaluation and dismissal for performance” (BCPSEA, 2014, p. 3). Teachers previously bargained for language in their collective agreement that followed a ‘professional growth’ model: Teachers were contractually assured that evaluations included multiple administrators and as many as three observations, as well as ample time and opportunity to address concerns and modify practice. Representatives of the government, however, tabled language that replaced “professional growth” with “standards” and “metrics” – imposed by an administrator. Under this language, the issue of how many observations formed the basis of an evaluation cycle was left unclear. This could have provided the possibility for dismissal after one ‘unsatisfactory’ evaluation under one admin. Understandably, this proposal was unenthusiastically received by teachers. Representatives of the government also asked teachers to relinquish all control over school calendars and hours worked: “A board may implement a school calendar that is inconsistent with the current terms in the collective agreement related to hours of work, work day and work year, provided the local is given written notification no later than forty (40) working days prior to its implementation” (BCPSEA, 2014a). Under teachers’ previous contract, if administrators wanted to make changes to days worked – for e.g., moving from a one to a two week spring break – there was a contractually defined process, and it included consultation with teachers. The government’s proposal would have allowed administrators to arbitrarily re-arrange the calendar and hours worked without consultation from teachers. As can be seen, government representatives pushed major concessions on teachers, and the tabling of these concessions impeded the possibility of a negotiated agreement. At the same time, the government’s push for concessions demonstrates that the priorities that underlay government’s proposals were less aimed at reaching a negotiated settlement than in a broad extension of managerial control over teachers and their work. Bad faith as ‘good faith’: How the BCLiberals’ obstructed and subverted the possibility of a negotiated settlement - The BCLiberals inflamed and provoked, tabled dubious proposals, and obstructed the possibility of mediation as a path to a negotiated settlement. For instance, after teachers named a candidate to intervene as mediator, Premier Christy Clark expressed her enthusiasm by asserting that “no credible mediator” would take on this dispute. Unsurprisingly, a few hours later the candidate announced that he was ‘too busy’ and declined the role (Bailey, 2014). The BCLiberals provoked teachers with a lockout and pay cut, scuttled the possibility of a mediated settlement, and categorically rejected the possibility of arbitration. The government reasoned that turning the dispute over to a third party would relinquish control over the province’s finances to an unelected third-party. However, it is worth noting that in BCTF v. BC (2014), BC’s Supreme Court ruled that “If an impasse was reached, a plethora of tools were available to resolve the impasse, including mediation or arbitration [emphasis added]” [¶142]. At a minimum, this means that the provincial government of BC may lack the legal grounds to deny teachers access to binding arbitration. Said differently: In rejecting teachers’ proposal to enter into binding arbitration, the BCLiberals made it apparent that their idea of ‘good faith’ bargaining may be different from that of BC’s Supreme Court. Throughout this ordeal, the BCLiberals tried to divide and conquer with wedge tactics and dishonest spin. For instance, there was a repeated attempt to derail talks by invoking other unions’ collective agreements which include ‘me-too’ clauses. Basically, government representatives argued that if teachers got increases it necessarily meant that other unions would get increases, and this would toss the provincial budget into the red. It is worth noting, however, that teachers never signed any contract with a ‘me-too’ clause, and that teachers got legislated into zeroes while many other unions enjoyed modest salary increases. More importantly, it is also worth noting that the BCLiberals announced a projected a surplus of $266 million for 2014 (Meiszner, 2014), and a contingency fund with a balance of $2.9 billion – earmarked for Liquified Natural Gas (read: ‘fracking’) and labour agreements (Sheppard, 2014). It follows, then, that the BCLiberals were less than honest in arguing that financing a contract with teachers was beyond the financial means of the province (MacDonald, 2014). The BCLiberals also attempted to divide teachers and to fragment teachers’ collective advocacy. For example, BC’s Minister of Education, Peter Fassbender, suggested that The “BCTF leadership has stubbornly … refused to give teachers a chance to vote on suspending the pickets” (BC Ministry of Education, 2014). However, BC’s teachers did vote on suspending the pickets: They voted overwhelmingly – 99.4% – in favour of suspending job action just as soon as the province agreed to enter into binding arbitration to resolve the bargaining impasse (Burgmann, 2014). The BCLiberals, as previously noted, were unwilling to enter into arbitration. As a result, Minister Fassbender might have been more honest if he had identified himself and the BCLiberals as “stubbornly” obstructing a negotiated settlement. As shown above, for the BCLiberals negotiations with teachers included ‘pressure tactics’ that obstructed negotiations and subverted teachers’ advocacy. This suggests that the BCLiberals’ style of governance may be grounded in undemocratic expressions of power. Although the BCLiberals publicly emphasized a desire to reach a negotiated settlement with teachers (Judd, 2014), the recent round of negotiations provided numerous counter-examples that indicate that their priorities may have lain in subverting the possibility of a negotiated settlement with teachers. Challenging shock therapy: BC’s teachers gesture toward a more equitable otherwise - In rejecting the BCLiberals’ push for concessions and cuts, BC’s teachers took a principled stand in an attempt to secure more equitable access to learning supports in BC’s public schools. After backing an appeal for increased services for students with special needs all the way to the Supreme Court of Canada (Chapnick, 2012), BC’s teachers have drawn a line in the sand and said: ‘No mas!’ This act of resistance follows years of cuts to services that have left teachers – and students! – struggling with decaying supports. Prior to having been [illegally] struck by the BCLiberals, teachers had caps and ratios written into their collective agreement. For instance, struck language included: a maximum of 20 students allowed a kindergarten class, a limit of 20 students in classes for English Language Learners (i.e., students whose first language is not English), and a cap of 24 students in tech and shop classes. Classes specifically designated for students with special needs were capped at 15. As for ratios, struck language insured that schools had 1 school counselor for every 360 students, 1 teacher librarian for every 927 students, 1 learning assistance teacher for every 801 students, 1 special education resource teacher for every 232 students, and 1 teacher for every 65 English Language Learners. After having struck these caps and ratios from teachers’ collective agreement, classroom composition issues in BC’s classrooms have become increasingly complex. These days, for example, the number of students per counsellor can be as high as 1,200 to 1 (Swiggum, 2011). More broadly, according to figures from BC’s Ministry of Education, there has been a steady increase in the number of classes with more than three students on Individualized Education Plans: Class composition in BC, 2006-2007 to 2012-2013 (Kuehn, 2013): BC’s teachers have watched students pushed through the cracks as this increase in need has not translated into an increase in supports for students: Change in learning specialist teacher positions, 2001-2014 (White & Field, 2013): This provides a context for understanding why BC’s teachers were willing to initiate job action in order to secure improvements to classroom composition. Aside from seeking improvements in learning supports for kids in need, BC’s teachers showed their values by making sacrifices for BC’s schools. For instance, teachers proposed a salary increase that is below the rate of inflation (BC Stats, 2014).1 And teachers were on the picket lines for months without any strike pay – sacrificing months of salary to secure more equitable resourcing for BC’s public schools. These are not the actions or values of greedy, self-interested individuals, but of a passionate, conscientious collective that is guided by a vision of meeting students’ needs and nurturing a common good.   Opposing and subverting the shock doctrine in BC Klein (2007) insists that the successful implementation of shock doctrines relies on exploiting gaps in understanding to advance the application of market “solutions”. That is, shock doctrines rely on “confusion, disorientation and surprise. Without those elements, there is no shock” (p. 552). This means that “once the mechanics of the shock doctrine are deeply and collectively understood, whole communities become harder to take by surprise, more difficult to confuse – shock resistant” (p. 552). In BC, the BCLiberals manufactured a bargaining impasse with teachers that could have provided a space for the shock doctrine to take root. The fast moving events and confusion that flowed from the bargaining impasse with teachers could have been used as justification for deeper cuts and more privatization. Instead, broad public support for teachers and public education acted as an impediment to the BCLiberals’ agenda, and can offer inspirational ideas for other times and places where there is a struggle to challenge “orchestrated raids on the public sphere” (Klein, 2007, p. 26). BC’s teachers galvanize a popular resistance - For teachers in BC, the key to successfully negotiating a collective agreement while subverting the shock doctrine was kindling a broad front of popular resistance and support. This involved a coalition of advocates – teachers, parents, students, politicians, and conscientious citizens – acting individually and in concert to educate themselves and others about the circumstances that drove teachers’ advocacy. Some examples of this work include chats among concerned citizens, letters written to newspapers, and call-ins to radio programs. More formal examples of subverting the “confusion, disorientation and surprise” that are intrinsic to shock therapy included strategic public outreach (https://twitter.com/bctf/status/501137319559462912), media campaigns (http://bcfed.ca/bc-unions-oppose-attack-on-bargaining-rights/), rallies in support of public education (BCTeacherInfo, 2014), and town hall-style discussions that focused on teachers’ concerns (CKNW, 2014). One of the most powerful vehicles for challenging the shock doctrine’s grasp on the bargaining impasse between teachers and the BCLiberals was social media. Teachers and friends of public education aggressively used social media to share their stories – and concerns. One potent example of this advocacy was the hashtag #ThisIsMyStrikePay, which out-trended #WorldCup2014 for a time, and was used to offer a powerful counter-narrative to the assumption that teachers’ resolve would be shaken if their strike fund had run dry (Ling, 2014). However, a significant amount of networking and organizing was also conducted through FaceBook. For instance, concerned citizens organized and launched a recall of elected officials – i.e., attempted to remove politicians from office. FaceBook was also used to organize a boycott of businesses who supported the BCLiberals’ appeal of BCTF v. BC (2014), to highlight businesses that supported BC’s teachers, and to build an array of parent-teacher alliances. The impacts of these informal networks may be difficult to trace, but it is clear that social media played a major role in building support for teachers. Notwithstanding, a wide array of stakeholders was needed to overcome a government bent on punishing teachers with vicious concessions. Joel Bakan (2014), a professor of law and scholar of constitutional law, asserted that the BCTF acted “sensibly and reasonably” in calling for binding arbitration and for rejecting the BCLiberals’ ‘get out of jail free’ clause. Raffi Cavoukian, an anti-bullying advocate and children’s entertainer, took a strong line against the BCLiberals’ ‘bullying’ of BC’s teachers. Sandy Garossino (2014), a former Crown prosecutor, publicly derided the BCLiberals for making “specious threats” and insisted that “a serious attempt to compromise [with teachers] would yield a fiscal result that could readily be accommodated without dinging the taxpayer.” Wayne Ross (2014), a professor of curriculum and pedagogy at UBC, reasoned that teachers were serious about getting back into schools, but the BCLiberals were “intractable in their devotion to an ideology that is … devoted to maximizing private profits rather than serving public needs.” John Horgan (2014), leader of the opposition party in BC, publicly challenged the BCLiberals for ‘inflaming the situation and showing disrespect to teachers.’ Around the same time, Rob Fleming – the opposition party’s education critic – took issue with the Ministry of Education’s obstructive tactics and publicly called for the resignation of BC’s Minister of Education (Austin & Luba, 2014). Teachers’ advocacy was also complemented by local and international pressure. Parents, for example, protested the government’s handling of the bargaining impasse by bringing their children to confront local government officials with organized “playdates” (Ackermann, 2014). And officials from the Chinese Consulate – acting in the interests of parents paying steep international fees – intervened and expressed concern over the delayed start to the school year (Sherlock, Chiang & Shaw, 2014). This pressure played a role in pushing the government into removing concessions from the table, but teachers needed more than supportive words from allies. After weeks on the picket lines without pay, teachers faced real financial pressures, but were able to sustain their advocacy due to a massive outpouring of financial support. Vancity, a Vancouver-based financial co-operative, offered a Strike Relief Plan that included loan consolidation, loan/mortgage payment deferral, and credit extensions of up to $25,000 for teachers and parents who faced financial hardships during the strike (Vancity, 2014). For their part, small businesses donated proceeds to teachers, and community advocates created a website to allow others to pledge financial support for teachers (Woo, 2014). Another key axis of teachers’ successful resistance was solidarity from other unions. Teachers unions and workers’ organizations from around the world wrote letters in support of BC’s teachers (BCTF, 2014c). Education International, a global federation of teachers’ unions, organized a conference in Montreal where more than 60 countries voiced support for the BCTF (https://www.bctf.ca/uploadedFiles/Public/BargainingContracts/support/CTF-EngFr.pdf). Hassan Yussuff, the president of the Canadian Labour Congress, spoke on behalf of teachers, visited teachers’ picket lines, and worked behind the scenes to push the BCLiberals to compromise (Hunter, 2014). Ontario’s teachers supported BC’s teachers with $1.5 million (CBC News, 2014), then added another $100,000 (Hager, 2014). Teachers in Nova Scotia added $50,000 (https://twitter.com/NSTeachersUnion/status/513047885676838913), and BC’s nurses added another $500,000 (BCNU, 2014). Overall, the labour movement in BC pledged more than $8 million in interest-free loans to support teachers’ advocacy (Ball, 2014). Teachers’ struggle to achieve a negotiated collective agreement was not a solitary quest, but was supported by local and non-local community groups, political pundits and legal experts, parent advocates and education scholars, labour unions and small businesses. This support translated into pressure at the bargaining table, and led to the possibility of a negotiated collective agreement. BC’s teachers negotiate a victory … and the struggle continues: After more than a year and a half of negotiations and six months of job action, an agreement was negotiated and ratified by a strong majority of BC’s teachers.2 On balance, this collective agreement represents a major victory for teachers as it includes some targeted improvements and lacks major concessions. However, it is possible that the most salient outcomes of teachers’ job action may not be included within the actual wording of the collective agreement. In standing up to the challenge of negotiating with the BCLiberals, BC’s teachers provided a model for advocates of public education to cultivate shock resistant advocacy and contributed to increased levels of public engagement, awareness of teachers’ concerns, and support for public services in BC. The contract ratified by teachers includes a 7.25% salary increase over six years. It also includes a $105 million pay-out as remedy for retroactive grievances stemming from BCTF v. BC (2011), and $75-85 million per year to address composition issues in BC’s classrooms. The contract also includes modest improvements for elementary teachers’ prep time and major improvements for on-call teachers: a more equitable rate of pay and the accrual of seniority for each day worked. Admittedly, the contract ratified by teachers will not (re)solve the problems that plague BC’s schools. As a % of GDP, BC’s investment in public education remains among the worst in Canada (BCTF, 2012). And after years of zeroes, a 7.25% salary increase does not keep pace with inflation and insures that BC’s teachers will remain among the worst paid in Canada (Statistics Canada, 2013a). It is also worth noting that BC’s school boards reported a budget shortfall of $130 million for 2013 (CBC News, 2013), so it seems fairly certain that $75-85 million per year will be insufficient remedy for addressing composition issues in BC’s classrooms. In addition, a meagre $105 million for teachers’ retroactive grievances may be a bargain for the government, but it leaves teachers to confront the sad reality that government would rather pay a small penalty and fight in court to preserve cuts to public services than fund services. All things considered, however, the contract may be most notable for what it does not include: concessions. That is, teachers negotiated for and signed a collective agreement without a ‘loser wins’ or ‘get out of jail free’ clause, without draconian revisions to provisions for teacher evaluations, and without agreeing to relinquish teachers’ influence over school calendars or hours worked. In an era of austerity budgets and harsh cuts to public services, it is no small feat for a public sector union to resolve a full-scale strike with a negotiated contract without concessions. 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(20141007,www.huffingtonpost.ca,http://www.huffingtonpost.ca/news/bc-teachers-strike-2014/front/geopromo,�      m�=o�0Ew~���N�롁�����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(20140925,www.familiesfundingteachers.ca,http://www.familiesfundingteachers.ca/mqdefault.jpg,404 Not Found Not Found The requested URL /mqdefault.jpg was not found on this server. Apache/2.2.16 (Debian) Server at www.familiesfundingteachers.ca Port 80)
(20140925,bcparentinfo.ca,http://bcparentinfo.ca/static/r07/widgetIE67006.css,Page Not Found - BC Parent Info    Learning Resources Student Achievement Parent Support Latest News Latest News Parent Support Student Achievement Learning Resources Questions about back to school? CLICK HERE Sorry! Page not found The page that you are looking for has either expired or does not exist. Please click on one of the links near the top to view the other pages of this website. You will now be redirected to the home page. Copyright Disclaimer Privacy Copyright Disclaimer Privacy)
(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/03/lessons-from-us-when-unions-dont-strike.html?showComment0751331954591222,Staffroom Confidential: Lessons from the US - when unions don't strike to contest unjust laws Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Friday, March 16, 2012 Lessons from the US - when unions don't strike to contest unjust laws In my previous blog post, I listed the numerous times that both legal and illegal strike action was taken by Canadian unions and by BC teachers. Illegal strike action has been critical in advancing basic union rights including the right to strike itself. What happens when other strategies are used? For teachers, recent struggles in the United States provide a warning on the consequences of not taking job action, and instead looking to public relations, the courts, or the next election. Just as here, many US teacher unions have been subject to attacks not just on wages and benefits and working conditions, but also the most basic protections such as job security and the right to organize and strike. A variety of strategies have been employed including recall campaigns, waiting for the next election, legal protest actions and campaigns, and the courts. In the US, governments are willing to use whatever means they have to intimidate and coerce teachers and their unions (just as Bill 22 does to BC teachers). A planned one day strike by Los Angeles teachers was called off after a judge ordered that teachers would be individually fined up to $1000 each. In Chicago, a recent state law requires a 75% vote for any action and bargaining cannot include working conditions. This makes it more difficult to take action, but we also need to learn what happens when this deterrent is effective in making workers look to other, less successful, strategies. New York teachers went to court to try and prevent the publication of so-called "value added" teacher evaluations. They did not succeed. Instead,  the Mayor is closing 33 schools, firing all the teachers and forcing them to reapply for their jobs. In Wisconsin, after a huge display of anger by hundreds of thousands of teachers and other public sector workers and citizens, the union movement failed to call for strike action. While the recall campaign against Governor Walker was successful, one year later it remains to be seen what the outcome of the new vote will be and whether or not even a Democratic replacement would repeal the anti-union laws. Meanwhile workers are living under the new law. The Democratic candidate is well know for herself wielding concessions from public sector unions when bargaining for government. Moreover, it is a Democratic government, under Barrack Obama, who continues to push for corporate school reform through the promotion of Charter schools and the "Race to the Top" program that seeks to eliminate teacher seniority rights (called tenure in the US). Electoral strategies have succeeded in raising the issues in the public eye, but they have not succeeded in reversing the corporate reform agenda or the position of the so-called labour friendly Democrats. As one commentator reported: Back in 2010, Randi Weingarten, president of the 1.5 million-member American Federation of Teachers (AFT), lashed out at President Obama who she said was part of the “blame the teacher crowd” of education reform. “I never thought I’d see a Democratic president, whom we helped elect, and his education secretary applaud the mass firing of 89 teachers and staff,” she said – referring to the firing of all teachers at Central Falls High School in Rhode Island earlier that year. Last month, the AFT executive council unanimously voted to endorse Obama for reelection. Obama and the Democrats have continued the agenda begun by George Bush under the No Child Left Behind law. They have refused, despite financial and organizational support from teachers and teacher unions, to acknowledge the failure of these reforms and their pro-privatization consequences. The electoral strategies of teachers' unions in the US have largely been a failure. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 1:13 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 2 comments: Ian WenigerMarch 16, 2012 at 8:23 PM So forget Phase Two, no extracurriculars or bell2bell; we need to get busy at the AGM.ReplyDelete Matthew GrinderMarch 16, 2012 at 9:39 PM I agree that the way forward right now for us is to strike illegally. That being said, I think a good long term strategy is for the union movement in BC to wake up to the fact that we DO have recall legislation and we DO have a referendum legislation. We should start organizing ourselves to use it. Not now, because we can't do two things at once, but for later. The use of recall legislation is obvious. As for referendums, Some things I think are worth trying for are: (1) Make referendums easier. Not only through lowering the number of signatures needed, but also invent a secure online signature and voting system. (Also make it so you can't have referendums on human rights issues such as abortions and gay rights. Apparently it is exhausting for gay rights activists in the states to have to continually deal with constant referendums on gay marriage in the states) (2) Make any legislation passed in parliament challengable to a referendum of the voters. Again a secure online voting and signature system is needed. Everyone should get a voting card to "signature" and vote with only once, and your signature and vote is printed out in a government facility so that you can go check it. People independently verify the computer totals through counting the printouts until everyone agrees it is secure. After you cast a vote online there should be two things printed. Your vote with a code on it so nobody but you can know how you voted, and two, your name with a code on it that only you can go and get. Then you can go find your vote with your code that you picked up to verify your vote was cast correctly. (3) Tax the rich. eliminate sales tax and replace it with progressive taxes. (4) Proportional representation. (5) Better education legislation (6) Better healthcare legislation. (7) Make the government sponser annual meetings so the population can bring legislation it finds important that politicians aren't. Unions have meeting space, money, and tons of members that can communication with each other. If we were to use this infrastructure to start trying to organize a referendum campaign for say, this summer, (After all this is done with of course) we might be able to pull it off. Even if we don't, it's worth it to let people know what is possible.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ▼  March (12) Bill 22 and Class Size/Class Composition BC Liberals: You reap what you sow... From public to private: a subtle path What is this dispute about? Putting equity last, a... Walk out pamphlet - arguments for full withdrawal ... Teachers debate a response to Bill 22 Lessons from the US - when unions don't strike to ... Lessons from history - legislation and illegal str... How do teachers defeat Bill 22? Critical thinking and Bill 22 - A teacher rebuts G... What is this strike about? A moving letter from a ... Public education - Christy: it's about equality ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/bctf?lang=ar,BCTF (@bctf) | تويتر تويتر استعلام بحثي البحث في تويتر البحوث المحفوظة حذف حساب موثّق @ مستخدمون مُقتَرحون حساب موثّق @ حساب موثّق @ اللغة: العربيّة فارسی Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 هل لديك حساب؟ تسجيل الدخول هل أنت مستخدم جديد في تويتر؟ انضم اليوم! » تسجيل الدخول رقم هاتف، أو بريد إلكترونيّ، أو اسم مستخدم كلمة المرور تسجيل الدخول تذكّرني نسيت كلمة المرور؟ هل تستخدم تويتر عبر الرسائل النصّيّة القصيرة؟ BCTF @bctf تغريدات ٥٬١٢٠ الصور/الفيديو ٤٨١ متابَعون ٤٬٢٤٥ متابِعون ١٨٫٣ ألف المفضّلات ٥٣٤   المزيد المفضّلات القوائم إلغاء الكتم عن @bctf كتم @bctf تابِع مُتابَع إلغاء المتابعة محظور إلغاء الحظر قيد الانتظار إلغاء BCTF @bctf The BC Teachers' Federation represents the 41,000 public school teachers in British Columbia. Hopes for #bced outlined at http://www.afairdeal.ca  Vancouver, BC bctf.ca انضم في ديسمبر ٢٠٠٨ ٤٨١ صور أو مقاطع فيديو تغريدات تغريدات تغريدات وردود BCTF @bctf  ·  ٤ س Seeing some #bced teachers putting their names forward for School Board/ #bcmuni elections in November. Any in your community? #bcpoli ردّ ٠ ردّ إعادة تغريد مُعاد تغريدها ٢ إعادتا تغريد ٢ تفضيل مُفضّلة ٢ تفضيلان ٢ المزيد تضمين التغريدة BCTF @bctf  ·  ٤ أكتوبر New @OECD_Edu report: School competition doesn’t improve achievement http://www.oecd.org/pisa/pisaproducts/pisainfocus/PISA-in-Focus-N42-%28eng%29-FINAL.pdf … + comment: http://www.thelittleeducationreport.ca/  | #bced ردّ ٠ ردّ إعادة تغريد مُعاد تغريدها ١٥ إعادات تغريد ١٥ تفضيل مُفضّلة ٧ تفضيلات ٧ المزيد تضمين التغريدة BCTF @bctf  ·  ٤ أكتوبر Why do we educate? - New @bctf research report re: proposed #bced directions + new economies: http://bctf.ca/uploadedFiles/Publications/Research_reports/RR2014-07.pdf … | #cdnedchat #edpolicy ردّ ٠ ردّ إعادة تغريد مُعاد تغريدها ٩ إعادات تغريد ٩ تفضيل مُفضّلة ٤ تفضيلات ٤ المزيد تضمين التغريدة BCTF مُعاد تغريدها dave mackenzie @vernondavemack  ·  ٤ أكتوبر BC School Counsellor conference REGISTRATION is OPEN http://goo.gl/a3u4fh  LOWEST REG FEE EVER @bctf @bcedplan @bcedchat ردّ ٠ ردّ إعادة تغريد مُعاد تغريدها ٢ إعادتا تغريد ٢ تفضيل مُفضّلة ٠ تفضيل المزيد تضمين التغريدة BCTF @bctf  ·  ٤ أكتوبر 2014-2015 BCTF Executive Committee on Twitter (2/2): @JamesSanyshyn @PaulSteer @norm_sabourin @CaroleGordonBC ردّ ٠ ردّ إعادة تغريد مُعاد تغريدها ١ إعادة تغريد ١ تفضيل مُفضّلة ٥ تفضيلات ٥ المزيد تضمين التغريدة BCTF @bctf  ·  ٤ أكتوبر 2014-2015 BCTF Executive Committee on Twitter (1/2): @glenhansman @TeriMooring @LTAPresident @tgrandin @SafeWithKaren @davidkom1 | #bced ردّ ٠ ردّ إعادة تغريد مُعاد تغريدها ٤ إعادات تغريد ٤ تفضيل مُفضّلة ٦ تفضيلات ٦ المزيد تضمين التغريدة BCTF مُعاد تغريدها Douglas Quan @dougquan  ·  ٢٦ سبتمبر B.C. teacher’s battle to restore shattered reputation following false accusations http://o.canada.com/news/national/b-c-teachers-battle-to-restore-shattered-reputation-following-false-accusations#.VCXblCKSPRw.twitter … via @canadadotcom عرض المُلخَّص ردّ ٠ ردّ إعادة تغريد مُعاد تغريدها ٢٣ إعادات تغريد ٢٣ تفضيل مُفضّلة ٣ تفضيلات ٣ المزيد تضمين التغريدة BCTF @bctf  ·  ٤ أكتوبر New documentary from @eduint highlights daily commitment of teachers around the world http://dlvr.it/75R1sT  | #bced ردّ ٠ ردّ إعادة تغريد مُعاد تغريدها ٩ إعادات تغريد ٩ تفضيل مُفضّلة ٤ تفضيلات ٤ المزيد تضمين التغريدة BCTF @bctf  ·  ٤ أكتوبر Check out Vancouver Secondary member and comedian @MrPaulBae in @OurTimesMag here: http://tinyurl.com/k9ncoao  | #bced @vstaprez ردّ ٠ ردّ إعادة تغريد مُعاد تغريدها ٣ إعادات تغريد ٣ تفضيل مُفضّلة ٢ تفضيلان ٢ المزيد تضمين التغريدة BCTF مُعاد تغريدها Canadian Labour @CanadianLabour  ·  ٢٩ أغسطس Tell @pmharper to launch a PUBLIC INQUIRY into Missing & Murdered Aboriginal Women - http://goo.gl/8HfDHR  #canlab pic.twitter.com/7juUUsvIVJ عـرض المزيد من الصور ومقاطع الفيديو ردّ ٠ ردّ إعادة تغريد مُعاد تغريدها ٧٩ إعادات تغريد ٧٩ تفضيل مُفضّلة ١٥ تفضيلات ١٥ المزيد تضمين التغريدة BCTF @bctf  ·  ٣ أكتوبر Social media tidbits: @pressprogress' @Raffi_RC and @christyclarkbc post had 157504 unique views on our FB page http://www.pressprogress.ca/en/post/childrens-troubadour-raffi-schools-christy-clark-over-teacher-dispute … #bced ردّ ٠ ردّ إعادة تغريد مُعاد تغريدها ٩ إعادات تغريد ٩ تفضيل مُفضّلة ٥ تفضيلات ٥ المزيد تضمين التغريدة BCTF @bctf  ·  ٣ أكتوبر Social media tidbits: BCTF followers on Facebook grew by 6,000 during #bced strike. Twitter followers grew by 12,000. ردّ ٠ ردّ إعادة تغريد مُعاد تغريدها ١٤ إعادات تغريد ١٤ تفضيل مُفضّلة ٦ تفضيلات ٦ المزيد تضمين التغريدة BCTF @bctf  ·  ٣ أكتوبر Social media tidbits: During #bced strike, our Facebook page posts had collective reach of 3.9 million! Some posts >200,000 individual views ردّ ٠ ردّ إعادة تغريد مُعاد تغريدها ١٣ إعادات تغريد ١٣ تفضيل مُفضّلة ٦ تفضيلات ٦ المزيد تضمين التغريدة Greater Vancouver, British Columbia BCTF مُعاد تغريدها glenn ross @vurvdesign  ·  ٢ أكتوبر My daughter's home ec class has 24 sewing machines and 30 kids. . . #bced #bctf ردّ ٠ ردّ إعادة تغريد مُعاد تغريدها ١٩ إعادات تغريد ١٩ تفضيل مُفضّلة ٤ تفضيلات ٤ المزيد تضمين التغريدة BCTF مُعاد تغريدها Teri Mooring @TeriMooring  ·  ٢ أكتوبر Issues r direct result of underfunding. Inclusion is critical & costly: All children deserve quality education #bced http://www.vancouversun.com/opinion/op-ed/children+deserve+quality+education/10253439/story.html … عرض المُلخَّص ردّ ٠ ردّ إعادة تغريد مُعاد تغريدها ٩ إعادات تغريد ٩ تفضيل مُفضّلة ١ تفضيل ١ المزيد تضمين التغريدة BCTF مُعاد تغريدها Student Vote @studentvote  ·  ١ أكتوبر Registration for the #bcmuni Student Vote program is open! Sign up your class: http://studentvote.ca/bclocal14/  #bced @bctf ردّ ٠ ردّ إعادة تغريد مُعاد تغريدها ٧ إعادات تغريد ٧ تفضيل مُفضّلة ١ تفضيل ١ المزيد تضمين التغريدة BCTF @bctf  ·  ١ أكتوبر #bced's #PSAday is on October 24. Check out http://www.bctf.ca/pdcalendar/index.cfm?action=day&date=41936 … … for all the specialist association converences pic.twitter.com/zxPl9Y25n5 عـرض المزيد من الصور ومقاطع الفيديو ردّ ٠ ردّ إعادة تغريد مُعاد تغريدها ٨ إعادات تغريد ٨ تفضيل مُفضّلة ١ تفضيل ١ المزيد تضمين التغريدة BCTF مُعاد تغريدها Glen Hansman @glenhansman  ·  ١ أكتوبر Attending @UBCEduc talk by @StanKutcher on mental health literacy in middle & secondary schools Sept 30. | #bced ردّ ٠ ردّ إعادة تغريد مُعاد تغريدها ٣ إعادات تغريد ٣ تفضيل مُفضّلة ٣ تفضيلات ٣ المزيد تضمين التغريدة BCTF مُعاد تغريدها Wendy Carr @mmecarr  ·  ٣٠ سبتمبر Dr Stan Kutcher UBC #UBCmentalhealthed #UBCBEd2015 develop mental health literacy=knowledge, attitudes, competencies. pic.twitter.com/TzWnxVymS0 عـرض المزيد من الصور ومقاطع الفيديو ردّ ٠ ردّ إعادة تغريد مُعاد تغريدها ٦ إعادات تغريد ٦ تفضيل مُفضّلة ٤ تفضيلات ٤ المزيد تضمين التغريدة BCTF @bctf  ·  ٣٠ سبتمبر October 24 is #PSAday2014. Our BCTF specialist associations host annual #BCED ProD conferences. Full calendar at http://bit.ly/PSAday2014  ردّ ٠ ردّ إعادة تغريد مُعاد تغريدها ٣ إعادات تغريد ٣ تفضيل مُفضّلة ٣ تفضيلات ٣ المزيد تضمين التغريدة قد يعاني تويتر من الحمل الزائد أو يواجه عطلًا مؤقتًا. حاول مرّة أخرى قم بزيارة حالة تويتر لمزيد من المعلومات. إغلاق قام BCTF بمتابعة لا تفوّت أي تحديثات من BCTF Vancouver, BC · تغيير © 2014 تويتر عن تويتر مساعدة معلومات الإعلانات إغلاق المتداوَلة متداوَلة خُصّصت لك. المواضيع المتداولة تتيح طريقة فريدة لإبقائك على اطّلاع على كلّ ما يهمّك. يتمّ تخصيصها من أجلك بناءً على موقعك الجغرافيّ وعلى مَن تتابع. تغيير احتفظ بالمواضيع المتداولة المخصّصة احصل على الموضوعات المتداولة عالميًا تمّ تجاهَل إغلاق السابق التالي إغلاق اذهب إلى الملف الشخصي البحوث المحفوظة حذف حساب موثّق @ مستخدمون مُقتَرحون حساب موثّق @ حساب موثّق @ إغلاق هل تريد إعادة تغريد هذا لمتابعيك؟ إلغاء إعادة تغريد إغلاق هل أنت متأكد أنك تريد حذف هذه التغريدة؟ إلغاء حذف إغلاق حظر إلغاء حظر إضافة موقع جغرافى إلى تغريداتك حينما تغرّد مع عرض موقعك الجغرافي فإنّ تويتر يقوم بتخزين هذا الموقع. بامكانك تفعيل/تعطيل إضافة موقعك الجغرافي قبل كل تغريدة، ولديك الخيار لحذف سجل موقعك الجغرافي. معرفة المزيد تشغيل خاصية تحديد الموقع الجغرافي ليس الآن إيقاف خاصية الموقع الجغرافي إغلاق ملخص الملف الشخصي إغلاق قوائمك إغلاق إنشاء قائمة جديدة اسم القائمة وصف أقل من 100 حرف، اختياري الخصوصية علنيّ · يمكن لأي شخص متابعة هذه القائمة خاصّ · أنت فقط تستطيع الدخول لهذه القائمة حفظ القائمة إغلاق إغلاق تضمين هذه التغريدة أضف هذه التغريدة لموقعك بواسطة نسخ التعليمة البرمجية أدناه. لمعرفة المزيد حسنًا، حدثت مشكلة أثناء الاتصال بالخادم. حاول مرة أخرى؟ تضمين التغريدة الأصلية تضمين الوسائط معاينة إغلاق التسجيل في تويتر لم تسجل في تويتر؟ سجل الآن، وكُن على اطلاع على الأشياء التي تهمك، و احصل على آخر الأخبار حال حدوثها. هل لديك حساب؟ تسجيل الدخول » إغلاق رموز قصيرة في اتّجاهين (إرسال واستقبال) الدولة الرمز لعملاء الولايات المتحدة الأمريكية 40404 (أيّ) كندا 21212 (أيّ) المملكة المتحدة 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 البرازيل 40404 Nextel, TIM هاييتي 40404 Digicel, Voila إيرلندا 51210 Vodafone, O2 الهند 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance إندونيسيا 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata إيطاليا 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » شاهد الرموز القصيرة للرسائل النصّيّة القصيرة للبلدان الأخرى إغلاق تأكيد)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "Gr8 event honoring Taiwan ROC w many friends @douglasbing @marvinhunt4bc @KerryLynneFindl @mhlchiu26 @prairiechinois http://t.co/85TUCQsbrI" @John_Yap - 05:40pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141006,plus.google.com,https://plus.google.com/116633254058236729984,Keith Robinson - Google+ Search Images Maps Play YouTube News Gmail Drive More Calendar Translate Mobile Books Wallet Shopping Blogger Finance Photos Videos Even more » Account Options Sign in Help Send Feedback Web History Profile Home Profile People Photos Communities Events Hangouts Pages Local Settings Feedback Help  ·  Region Privacy & Terms  ·  Maps Terms Keith Robinson 87 followers|6,406 views Profile Keith Robinson 87 followers|6,406 views AboutPostsPhotosVideos Stream In his circles 40 people David Skok Alan Echenberg Laura Stone Have him in circles 87 people Keith hasn't shared anything with you. People are more likely to share with you if you add them to your circles. MoreLoading... People In his circles 40 people David Skok Alan Echenberg Laura Stone Have him in circles 87 people Links YouTube Keith Robinson Contributor to Buzz (current) globalnews.ca (current) Basic Information Gender Male We were unable to fetch any YouTube videos at this time. Please try again. Videos are visible only to people they've been shared with. We were unable to fetch any videos at this time. Please try again. Start a hangout)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=17376,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 4, January/February 2009  Classified ads Travel/Vacation GULF ISLANDS Deluxe waterfront cottage, 1 bd./sleeps 4, winter and summer rates, call Alma 250-629-3008, www.ainsliepointcottage.com  WHISTLER Condo. Sleeps 4, views, close to village, 604-943-9423, preddyplace@telus.net. WHISTLER condo, 2 bd. sleeps 6, quiet family area, 10 min. to village. All amen., F/P, jetted tub, etc. Rates from $100 to $225/night depending on duration and season. Ron 604-988-8231, rhsargent@shaw.ca QUEEN CHARLOTTE ISLANDS/ HAIDA GWAII Fabulous “mothership” kayaking, wilderness adventure, unforgettable experiences. 1-888-559-8317, www.TourHaidaGwaii.com FRANCE. Ultimate vacations, privately owned, beautiful furn. 1 bd. central Paris. Provence lovely furn. house close to Avignon. Wkly/mthly. 604-738-1876, 604-298-3904, irene.roland@gmail.com, www.ultimateparis.com WHISTLER townhouse, sleeps 8, fully equip. 604-985-7669 or Gary 778-241-7471. www.whistlertownhouseforrent.com MAZATLAN, MEXICO 2 bdrm, 2 bath, condo. Sleeps 4, pool, tennis, 3 blks to beach. Teacher owned, reasonable rates. 604-733-6184, cell: 604-418-7967, leilade@shaw.ca TREKKING. Interested in trekking in Nepal, Tibet, India, or Bhutan? Check out Responsible Adventures at www.notjusttreks.com for great treks at great prices. CABO 2 bdrm. 2 bath on spectacular bay. Web page: www.cabocondo.ca SUN PEAKS RESORT Stone’s Throw Unit 49, Luxurious brand new condo 2bd/2bath sleeps 5, ski-in-ski-out, Mountain Views, Private hot tub, F/P, BBQ, 6 appliances, Plasma TVs. Free Wireless Internet. All amenities. NS/NP. To reserve call 1-888-240-2402 or go to www.stonesthrow49.directvacations.com MAUI Privately owned, beautiful fully furn. 2 bd., 2 bath condo across from Kamaole beaches. Great complex, Great location. 250-598-6955, F: 250-598-6965. WHISTLER Blackcomb benchlands, ski in/out, pool, hot tubs, beautifully equiipped, sleeps 5, Internet secure, parking. www.at-blackcomb.com, 604-929-6589. FRANCE FRANCE 2009 Holiday rental well renovated stone houses in ancient vineyard village, SW France, great walking, cycling, food, wine. C$698/ C$916 week per family, U 18, e-mail: mjcapper@hotmail.com, Visit www.ourhouseinfrance.com.au WHISTLER Bed & Breakfast. Closest to the village! 1-877-932-5547, www.hausstephanie.com. PUERTO VALLARTA bright & quiet 1 bdrm, 2 blks from beach, downtown, reasonable weekly/monthly rates. 604-608-4268, dbemc@hotmail.com  HORNBY ISLAND Spacious 3 bdrm., 2 bathrm. family house on Seawright near Little Tribune Bay. Large lawn. Tall trees. jgellard@shaw.ca, 604-731-1418. BUCERIAS, MEXICO Studio, 1 & 2 bdrm. suites with kitchens in luxury beachfront condo, close to Puerto Vallarta. Spring Break March 14-21, 2009. $500/wk.–studio; $800/wk.–1 bdrm.; $1200/wk.–2 bdrm. Contact: playadelsol@telus.net. Must book before February 11. DISCOVER RURAL FRANCE on Two Wheels—easy-going routes meander through France’s scenic landscapes with little traffic so inexperienced cyclists can pedal at a carefree pace. Farmhouse style accom. with regional cuisine and local wines. Guided by enthusiastic retired Francophile teacher. Explore enchanting chateaux in the Loire; prehistoric treasures in the Dordogne; or the rolling vineyards of Burgundy. Destinations by Design Travel Ltd. (BC Reg 39159) 1-888-703-0163, www.destinationsbydesign.ca, shelagh@destinationsbydesign.ca GABRIOLA ISLAND BC. 2 bdrm. cottage, private, fully equipped, starting $900/ mo. or $450/wk. no taxes, 250-247-9883, www.gabriolacottage.netfirms.com, boysen@shaw.ca BLACKCOMB Luxury 2 bdrm/loft, 3 bath, sleeps 8, ski-in/ski-out, 604-940-0156. SOUTH-WEST FRANCE Village house to rent in charming bastide town near Bordeaux. www.4rueduloup.com DEEP BAY Waterfront 2 bdrm cottage, Deep Bay, Vancouver Island, overlooking Denman, Hornby Islands. Relaxing, private. Sleeps 4-6 people, N/S, N/P. Avail. June to Sept. 604-939-0121 or chuck_denison@telus.net NEED A BREAK? See China for Free and Teach English. 10 wks. teaching Conversational English. Return flight, accommodation and meal allowance provided free. Contact grahammul@canadatj.com WHISTLER Creekside 3 bdrm townhouse for rent, sleeps 6-8 comfortably. 2 bath. 604-535-9315. Rent/Exchange VANCOUVER Clean, bright, quiet, centrally located condos at Robson & Bute. 1 bdrm. $95. Daily/wkly/mthly rates. 604-608-4268, dbemc@hotmail.com VANCOUVER “Yaletown” luxury studio, privately owned condo. Available weekends, weekly or monthly. Secure underground parking. 604-626-8523. WHITE ROCK Bed & Breakfast with a view. Winter special. 604-531-8353. Check www.sunsetharbourbb.com Resources REDUCE STRESS Would you like to reduce stress in your life? www.acourseonmeditation.com www.edpro.org—Pro-d opportunities, by educators, for educators. LEARN TO WALK ON WATER. Field trips, educational material to liven up your curriculum. Contact Burns Bog Conservation Society. 604-572-0373, 1-888-850-6264. Miscellaneous SCHOOL TATTOOS 1000 tattoos with your school’s logo $149. Great for school spirit, teams or fundraising. Visit www.schooltattoos.ca or e-mail info@schooltattoos.ca or tel/fax 613-567-2636. TEACHERS’ TUTORING SERVICE needs tutors. BCCT teachers. Lower Mainland K-12, all subjects, flexible hours, good rates. 604-730-3410, teacher@tutor.bc.ca, www.tutor.bc.ca SIMPLY THE BEST WAY to find a tutor! Connecting tutors with students, come see our new look at www.findAtutor.ca. PACIFIC GARDENS COHOUSING is a new, environmentally friendly community in Nanaimo on a spectacular 4.37 acre property close to downtown. Enjoy a strong sense of community, social interaction and over 8000 sq.ft. of common amenities. Call 250-754-3060 for more information or visit us at www.pacificgardens.ca ESL TUTOR. 604-329-1788 www.englishsolutionsvancouver.com WOW FACTOR at RockRidge Canyon Remote, secluded, breathtakingly beautiful, RockRidge Canyon is a high quality retreat facility for schools, grad classes, bands, Grade 7 camps and outdoor educational classes. We offer: Duo Zip lines, ropes course, kayaks, mountain bikes, hiking, Tower of Terror, volleyball, basketball, ball hockey, meeting rooms, gorgeous, private lake with sandy beach. Fantastic food and dormitory style accommodations for 300. Our stunning wilderness property will guarantee an amazing retreat experience for your students. Book now for your 2009 school retreat! www.rockridgecanyon.com or call 604-881-6023 ext. 9 TEACHING EXCHANGE OPPORTUNITY Counsellor/teacher from central Ontario high school in popular recreational area, interested in teaching exchange to BC for 2009–10 school year. Interested in exploring this possibility? E-mail: ja.robinson@sympatico.ca RETIRING SOON? Join the BC Retired Teachers’ Association to: Keep informed, Stay connected, Remain involved. For more information, go to www.bcrta.ca or call 604-871-2260, toll free 1-877-683-2243. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/SalaryAndBenefits.aspx?id=20280&printPage=true,BCTF > SIP General Information  	Salary & Benefits  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Salary and Benefits > Salary Indenmnity Plan Salary Indemnity Plan (SIP)—General information Note:   The Salary Indemnity Plan is not insured by an insurance company regulated under the Financial Institutions Act. The BCTF is exempt from the regulatory requirements of the Financial Institutions Act.  Who contributes to the Salary Indemnity Fund? Effective 2014–15, each teacher contributes 1.67% of salary earned. Of that, 0.46% supports the short-term portion of the plan and 1.21% supports the long-term portion. All teachers must contribute to the short-term portion of the plan. However, if a teacher has reached factor 88, 64 years of age, or is in receipt of a registered pension, she/he may withdraw from the long-term portion of the plan. Who is eligible to collect benefits from these plans? Under the short-term portion of the plan, a teacher may receive benefits from the plan, beginning the day after the last day of paid work or sick leave, if the teacher is prevented, by illness or injury, from performing her/his normal employment duties. A teacher may receive short-term disability benefits for 120 days. Once into long-term disability, a teacher may receive benefits for up to one year, being disabled from her/his own “occupation.” After that first year, the teacher must be suffering from a mental or physical disability that prevents the teacher from performing the duties of any gainful employment, and is designated as being disabled from “any occupations.” Who pays the benefits? Short-term claims are adjudicated and paid by the BC Teachers’ Federation, while long-term claims are adjudicated and paid by Great-West Life. However, this is not an insured plan. Both short-term and long-term benefits are paid directly from members’ Salary Indemnity Plan fees. How long can a teacher remain on benefits? Once a teacher has been in receipt of benefits for 90 days, a medical specialist must support the claim. A teacher can continue to receive benefits from the plan so long as the on-going medical supports the claim. How many people are currently receiving benefits? There are approximately 1,750 teachers currently receiving short-term or long-term benefits from the plan. How do we know if we have enough money to pay these claims? The Plan is subject to an actuarial evaluation each year. As a result, we always know the status of the funding of the plan and the Salary Indemnity Plan fee is reviewed annually. Could the plan run out of money and not be able to pay benefits to teachers currently on claim? As of June 30, 2014, the fund has assets of approximately $273 million. There is sufficient money set aside to pay the benefits to all teachers who are currently on claim. The fund is invested and managed professionally, in accordance with BCTF policy, and the BCTF Finance Committee oversees the investment managers each quarter. The fund is diversified, and invested conservatively. For more information, see the Salary Indemnity Plan Regulations.  August 2014)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9692,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 19, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 2006 Student leadership by Deepinder Grewel Focus Group is a student-led initiative whose main purpose is to teach students to be valuable, contributing members of both the school and the outside community. By participating in Focus Group, students gain a variety of leadership and positive interpersonal skills, such as public speaking, teamwork, event planning, and organizational skills. Students participate in facilitating focus groups with their peers to get input about issues that are important to the school population, and then work on finding solutions and implementing them within the school. As well, through Focus Group, students are given opportunities to take part in workshops and conferences outside of the school, which concentrate on making students more socially conscious. Only two months into the school year, and students at North Delta Secondary School already show signs of becoming great leaders. Opening Day–the first day of the school year at North Delta Secondary School, was largely organized by the Focus Groups students. To give the school year a great start, they organized and ran a welcoming assembly for all students, as well as a barbecue. Also, in September, Focus Group students were given the opportunity to attend the honoured Dalai Lama’s dialogue on Nurturing Compassion, which was attended by students from all across British Columbia. Focus Group students got a chance to attend the BCTF’s Public Education Conference; this year’s theme was "Rethinking Accountability." The keynote address was given by Dr. Paul Shaker, the current dean of education at Simon Fraser University. It was aimed at offering recommendations to questions posed by the BCTF such as how we can better focus on teaching and learning and how we can work together for our public schools, with a specific emphasis on redefining accountability in our school system. Following the keynote address, Focus Group students were given the opportunity to show their skills by facilitating focus groups with the adults attending. They conducted a round-table group asking each adult to answer two questions related to the keynote address. These questions exposed the participants to each other’s opinions, ideas, and different interpretations of the keynote address. The facilitations were a valuable part of the learning process for all the adults, and gave everyone an opportunity to express their opinions. Focus Group continues to grow with the addition of many new facilitators this year who are eager to get involved and make a difference in their schools and their community. Deepinder Grewel is a focus group member and a student at North Delta Secondary School, Delta. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media last tweet "" @ - 12:00am Follow @ last post "" facebook/ - Jan 1st Like Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=14694&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 20, Number 3, November/December 2007 Who he? By Pat Clarke Last spring a reporter from The Vancouver Sun called to ask if I knew what students in BC schools might be learning about Captain George Vancouver. He was writing a series on Vancouver to mark the 250th anniversary of his birth in 1757. I replied that it was difficult to say given the structure of the Integrated Resource Packages. The IRP for Grade 4 Social Studies did have an element on Aboriginal studies and contact with Europeans and it was possible that some students would learn something about Captain Vancouver there but that sort of detail was up to individual teachers. Then I went on to speculate that given the current government fomented hysteria over literacy and numeracy I doubted if very many Grade 4 teachers were able to find much time to venture into a topic not covered by a district or provincial testing program. The Grade 4 Social Studies program and, for that matter, the entire elementary school level social studies program (along with art, music, and science) has been pushed into a scholastic nether world where, in spite of the best intentions of teachers, it is constantly trampled by the imperatives of the testing program. The state of the "non-tested" and increasingly marginal IRPs such as social studies is really the dirty secret of the cost of a myopic notion of "important" learning. So while we may have a student population that are world-beaters at number work and sentence structure and reading comprehension, their dexterity at responding to a challenge like, "Can we describe Captain Vancouver as a brave explorer or is another description of his activities more appropriate"? is simply not known because they rarely have a chance to do that sort of inquiry. They are too busy boning up for the next numeracy test. It is all quite alarming. Over 10 years ago, the last Social Studies Learning Assessment, (remember those? They look positively progressive nowadays) observed "there may be a substantial number of students leaving the British Columbia school system with only marginal abilities in such important contemporary citizenship skills as detecting bias, distinguishing between fact and opinion, and developing a reasoned argument. The social consequences of a potentially gullible citizenry should be apparent." If that was a concern in 1996, it is a full-blown catastrophe in 2007. Of course it is hard to know. In 1996, we did have some evidence because we actually surveyed the application and apprehension of various curricula through census-type learning assessments. We were able to tell whether or not students were understanding and applying fairly advanced learning such as critical thinking. Now we have no idea. Were too busy number crunching multiple-choice questions and cooking up comprehension rubrics for so called literacy. The FSAs, the district tests and the secondary examinations program have very little, if any, capacity to do that sort of assessment of higher level learning but they have become principal determinants in assigning "achievement." Unfortunately, they are really a kind of lowest common denominator as a means to determine whether or not children are learning much in school. But because of the attention given them by the Fraser Institute and their media partners in stupidity, they have become the primary reference points for much of what goes on in too many schools. Much of the opposition to the standardized testing obsession gripping the denizens of the Ministry of Miseducation in Victoria has focussed on the broad issue of teacher autonomy, the impact of such testing on student motivation, and the emotional effects of an industrial, outputs-oriented approach to schooling on children. There is another just as troubling story here however. The 1996 Social Studies Learning Assessment put it this way, "The longer-term consequence of this trend could well be an increasingly alienated citizenry, less involved in community issues, less confident of democratic traditions, and more inclined to socially dysfunctional behaviour." Oh well, at least here in the Greatest Place on Earth our sociopaths will be literate and numerate. Pat Clarke is an assistant director of the BCTFs Professional and Social Issues Division. On November 30, 2007, Candide-like he is retiring to his garden.)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2013/03/why-educators-should-resist-educational.html?showComment0751362874972987,Staffroom Confidential: Why educators should resist educational technology Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Saturday, March 9, 2013 Why educators should resist educational technology I sat down earlier this week to write a blog post and I had a catchy title in mind: "iPads in the Classroom: Deja vu all over again". I had just read an article tweeted to me by my friend Tobey Steeves that appeared in the Atlantic in the mid-1990's. The article is called "The Computer Delusion" and I would recommend it (http://www.theatlantic.com/past/docs/issues/97jul/computer.htm). It begins with a short history lesson on past technological advances meant to revolutionize teaching, learning and schools, like television. And how these did nothing of the sort. And I thought, yes, just like the current crop of fad technologies: Smartboards, iPads, MOOCs. My partner had just laughingly told me about how the first out of date and now useless Smartboard showed up in his school's staffroom - the general repository of ed tech junk. But the more I think about it, the less I think it is the same all over again. It is very true that since schooling and technology there has been technology in schools. Some technology is very helpful. Some does genuinely change the way we teach and learn, a little bit. And lots gets left in the dust bins of staff rooms for a whole variety of reasons well articulated in The Computer Delusion. However, just like everything else in society lately, what is different now is not the perpetual change and the perpetual adoption of change before there is evidence to support the change. What is different is the pace of change. Things are happening so fast no-one has time to even reflect on what went wrong. In Education Week an article on educational technology happily examined "adaptive content". "What if, for example, we designed MOOCs (massive online courses) that, when illustrating a principle during a lecture, could use examples which were designed for the student's context? After all, most online communities already require members to fill in their age, location, etc. Or, if we had webcams that would interpret student's emotions and speed up / slow down a lecture/provide more illustrations/segue to an activity as needed. This technology, in fact, is already used by marketing companies to score consumer's reactions to their products online by reading their facial expressions via webcam, instead of written/multiple-choice feedback." I don't know about you, but that creeps me out on a lot of different levels. Learning as social activity? No.  Learning to broaden your horizens? No. Learning without privacy intrusions? No. But from one point of view, why not, if that is the fastest and cheapest way to make human beings learn and fast and cheap are the criteria? About five years ago I was teaching Information Technology and one of the classes I taught was game design. A researcher from the local university came to study my class, interested in how "gamification" related to learning. I didn't think all that much of it at the time, but am starting to see that educational technology is no longer just about tools to enhance learning, but rather the insertion of some of the most disturbing aspects of marketing into the previously (somewhat) protected world of schools and childhood. Joel Bakan has written an excellent book called "Childhood under siege". In it he examines some of the ways that marketers have used their techniques to sell toys, create addictive games, and market pharmaceuticals to children. It is disturbing. Those same trends are evident in the pitch to change teaching and learning with technology. One of the words that really bothers me right now is "engagement". It is so trendy. You can't have a conversation or read an article about education without encountering it. But what does it really mean? Learning is hard. And learning hard things is harder. Learning also is often uncomfortable. And sometimes it is boring. Anyone who has learned to play the violin knows that it takes at least 10,000 hours of often repetitive practice that sounds bad. There is no shortcut. You can play with others, play pieces you like, and perform. These all make it more fun. And you hopefully learn along the way that the practice is worth it. And this is what motivates you to practice more. What the educational technology companies are pushing is "engaged" learning as a short cut. But it won't work. It won't engage. It won't teach better. First off, much of what passes for educational technology these days is really modified consumer electronics. iPads, iPhones...these are consumer devices, not educational tools. Apps and games are designed to addict, not engage. I find apps the most disturbing...the most simplistic human reaction - just touching it - gives you a reward and a little hit of dopamine. You keep playing. Or checking your email. Or your twitter feed. It is this very feature of apps that make them appealing to two year olds. Playing on an iPad is more fun than learning to walk. Why? It is easier. You learn less (if anything at all). That is why they have temper tantrums when you take the iPad away. Sherry Turkle, in her book "Alone Together", considers the touted advantage of "multitasking" with technology. "When psychologists study multitasking, they do not find a story of new efficiencies. Rather, multitaskers don't perform as well on any of the tasks they are attempting. But multitasking feels good because the body rewards it with neurochemicals that induce a multitasking "high". The high deceives multitaskers into thinking they are being especially productive. In search of the high, they want to do even more. In the years ahead, there will be a lot to sort out. We fell in love with what technology made easy. Our bodies colluded." App development and consumer electronics are not designed for optimal learning. They are designed for optimal addiction. Very, very clever marketing people put their minds to this. They use everything we know about human psychology. Online pets die for a reason, as Joel Bakan explains in his book. The reason is to cause fear and worry in the child who must return to the program to feed it. My daughter is 13 years old, and I look around and am thankful I didn't have to keep iPads away from her. How did this happen so fast? She's not even grown up, and already childhood is different, and not for the better. This year in our school District, Wifi will be available to every child in every high school. Why? I don't know. So they can watch youtube at lunch hour instead of hang out with their friends? Respond to their text messages? Check their Facebook? Is it *necessary* or even *beneficial* for learning? I've yet to hear a good reason. We didn't use to have think about the precautionary principle in education. The popular myth had it that the pendulum would always swing back the other way, protecting us from fads and political interference. But this myth is just that - a myth. For twenty years, from a computer in every classroom to massive online learning, technology companies have become more and more sophisticated at pushing their product. We need to resist before it is too late. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 2:13 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 12 comments: TobeyMarch 9, 2013 at 4:22 PM Hi Tara, I dunno if it's crossed your path, but you might appreciate some of the discussion in => The shallows: What the Internet is doing to our brains. Beyond this point, I think it's also meaningful to highlight that many of these tech-centric solutions are pushed /on/ teachers, not derived /from/ the needs of teachers. It's that same politics of authority I discuss in my thesis. Eerie how often it's applicable ... Regards, TobeyReplyDelete Tara EhrckeMarch 9, 2013 at 5:15 PM Yes, just finished reading it...also an excellent read.ReplyDelete Replies Concerned ParentsMarch 10, 2013 at 12:51 PM Hi Tara, thank you for bringing up this important issue which many teachers are reluctant to discuss. As parents we question both the cost and the pedagogical value of replacing teachers with iPads. Unfortunately, our concerns are routinely marginalized and silenced by the tidal wave of 21st Century Learning. While educational budgets are cut on many fronts, no one (including parents who are taxpayers and "stakeholders") is allowed to question the sacred plans of technological advancement in millions of dollars. No one is allowed to question the cost of purchasing $700/pc iPads, of thousands of wireless routers (along with licensing fees for apps and newer routers' automatic opt-in cloud computing contracts), the cost of energy powering these devices, especially WiFi routers which operate 24/7, the cost of replacements to feed corporations' planned obsolescence which will occur every few years for decades to come, and the cost of health which is incalculable. I'm not surprised Mr. Carr said that tech gadgets caused him "a chronic state of distraction". Apart from the the psychological urge to get immediate feedback through the devices and the internet, there is valid physiological reason, when WiFi is used, that leads to inattention, impaired memory, insomnia or other more severe adverse effects to the brain and the body. Please take a look at the two videos below which show the level of "cellular noise" created by wireless equipment. Humans are electromagnetic beings, that's why doctors are able to use EEG to measure brain waves and EKG for the heart. The natural frequency of the human body is about 7.83 Hz. Wirelessly plugging our bodies to WiFi frequencies of 2,400,000,000 and 5,000,000,000 Hz, 24/7, is unnatural and invasive. Please hear the Pulsed Microwave of WiFi and iPad Radiation captured on Videos: iPad WiFi Radiation with Wireless Router On http://youtu.be/snt2uaQd_Ps Radiation of iPad with WiFi ON but no Internet Connection http://youtu.be/ANH6PEyQSZY The European Parliament, the Council of Europe as well as many doctors' groups have been advocating, in recent years, the REDUCTION of electromagnetic radiation in our environment, especially for children, youth, pregnant women and babies. http://www.safeinschool.org/2013/02/medical-advisory-wifi-radiation-and.html In this letter, Dr. Martha Herbert, a Harvard Neurologist who specializes in Pediatric Neurology, explains her research and concern about wireless radiation damaging children's brain function. http://goo.gl/Okafv Will SMART kids really be smarter, or dumber? Delete Concerned ParentsMarch 15, 2013 at 12:37 AM FYI. Your article was mentioned in this post: New Industry-Affiliated Website Promotes WiFi in Schools. Denies Health Risks. http://www.safeinschool.org/2013/03/wifiinsscholsca-new-industry-affiliated.htmlDelete Reply AnonymousMarch 9, 2013 at 5:31 PM It is this influx of this marketing scheme and it's technology toys that will be the undoing of public education. Search blended learning and working conditions and you'll see it's touted a solution to teacher working conditions, the very opposite of what is best for education and learning, building relationships between students and teachers, engaging them personally. Soon this effort to 'reduce working conditions for teachers' will further reduce the number of teachers deemed necessary. With one teacher instructing the online course, only a supervisor is needed in the classroom, not necessarily a teacher. Soon why even bother with a teacher at all, just hire an 'expert,' and save money. The Founder of the Khan Academy suggests already that you don't need a teacher to learn and Districts are using these online tutorials all across the province and bringing in this company to provide in-service in school districts. He thinks your training as teachers is pointless, he doesn't have an education degree and he's teaching kids around the world. ReplyDelete AnonymousMarch 9, 2013 at 5:32 PM I recently watched part of the LA United Board meetings where industry, administrators and some teachers were pushing for the installation of Wi-Fi across their School District. I couldn't watch further after listening to one defend the need or WiFi because it was felt a miracle solution for those students with ADD. They simply sit down in front of a screen and are mesmerized, instantly 'engaged' in the 'learning,' or so we're told. Yet we know better, this isn't learning and it's certainly not personalized learning. Personalized Learning for every student is the absolute ideal and personally I believe strongly in this approach BUT it's impossible in this current climate of cuts, under-funding and push to put students in front of screens instead of what we know works, smaller, well resourced classes. With this well versed tech marketing scheme comes the well oiled terms suggesting that education reform requires new teachers well versed in new ways of learning implying that seasoned teachers are like dinosaurs unable to acquire the necessary attention and 'engagement of students if they don't use the new technology. Isn't one of the best predictors of student success the greater years experience a teacher has? There are many reasons to question WiFi in schools, from the decrease in interpersonal skills, to the dumbing down of society, to the lack of pre-planning skills kids now find a challenge given their instant lifestyle. The risks of WiFi are another that are affecting more and more students and teachers. There are many health risks beyond the 2B carcinogen reclassified in 2011 by the WHO but shouldn't hat be enough. Canada has one of the lowest safety standards in the world and yet we're not using the precautionary principle. Instead many are trusting industries promise that the levels meet Health Canada's dismal standards. Yet only late last month Health Canada's lead researcher admitted in court that safety code 6 doesn't account for non0thermal affects despite assuring parents and schools of this across the provinces. The court transcripts are now available from the Superior Court of Quebec for a fee and by mail. You can read more about it here: http://www.magdahavas.com/health-canada-admits-safety-code-6-guideline-for-microwave-radiation-is-based-only-on-thermal-effects/ ReplyDelete AnonymousMarch 9, 2013 at 5:33 PM Why, with so little evidence, if any benefit from WiFi and all it's toys is public education further pushing students and those working in the education community to seemingly blindly risk not only their educational outcomes but their health. Oh right, we want to dumb down society, their easier to manage. Yet why risk health? It'll only cost society in the end? Compared with tobacco, wireless technology is following the same path only it's risky 'smoke' is invisible. Already insurance companies aren't insuring technology corporations against health risks. Companies like Fortis BC are hiring Product Defense Companies (Exponent) to defend the wireless capacity of smart meters. Asbestos, Tobacco, Monsanto's and other corporations marketing risk hire these companies to create doubt in the consumer so they con continue to line their pockets not because they're safe for the population. Their mandate is to get the best bottom line for their clients, to keep the bank roll rolling or as long as they can, despite the risks. Los Angeles Teacher's Union Passes Resolution to Ensure Safety from Hazardous Electromagnetic Fields (EMF) in Schools including EMF Emissions from Wireless Technology - W.E.E.P. News - March 09, 2013: - http://weepnews.blogspot.ca/2013/03/los-angeles-teachers-resolution-masts.html “I move that UTLA will abide by current National NEA Policy for Environmentally Safe Schools which states that all employees and stakeholders should be informed when there are changes in their exposure to environmental hazards including electromagnetic radiation and that all stakeholders and the public should be notified of any actual and potential hazards. UTLA will advocate for technological solutions that maintain technology upgrades while not increasing employees exposure to electromagnetic radiation." The BC Education system needs effective technologies, as Dr. Stuart Shanker says "where necessary" and used safely with no risks to either teachers or those involved in education. ReplyDelete Patrick ChunMarch 16, 2013 at 12:16 PM Ms. Ehrcke, I couldn't agree with you more. As it stands now, technology in school is a distraction, especially when the motive of vendors is to push their wares from a profit point of view. True use of technology is not about iPads or smartboards. It has to start from the content side of things. WiFi in school could turn out to be a ticking time bomb. There is actually no "safe" threshold on the amount of electro-magnetic radiation. Any guideline is just an arbitrary number. Patrick Chun CEO, Greenwood Canada ESL educational software developer ReplyDelete Ann-MarieMarch 19, 2013 at 10:52 AM I can see both sides of this argument. It is definitely a topic that we need to address. One thought, and something that I have used in classrooms, is to recognize, with students, the increased use of technology but in the same breath, discuss the benefits of using technology only when it can meet our information needs - valuing the interpersonal discussions - and not 'buying into' how many apps and games entice us to become preoccupied with technology. I don't think anyone would argue that having information at our fingertips hasn't improved learning and that being able to access worldwide information and opinions doesn't increase our sense of global responsibility. Preparing our students to examine the role of technology in their lives is a discussion that all teachers and parents can have with their children. ReplyDelete Bryan JacksonMarch 19, 2013 at 11:02 AM Hi Tara, Without addressing the ongoing conversation of the safety of wireless technology, I wanted to offer some counterpoint to the idea that we should resist all forms of educational technology in our schools if we want to uphold our responsibility to the public trust. While I might share many of your concerns about marketing and commodification making their way into modern classrooms, resisting digital technology of all stripes would see schools ceding valuable territory in the struggle for modern democracy that is occurring more and more on the open web. The literacies that attend web communication - including elements of self-regulation / 'attention-literacy,' visual and design-related presentation and communication skills, as well as data ownership, privacy - are increasingly vital to an education system that hopes to prepare students to resist the more malignant elements of digital technology and retain their ability to seek out and create individual voice in society. Like prohibition left the booze business to organized crime, creating schools that ignore the web as a forum for democratic participation help enable the corporate takeover of what little remains of digital 'public space'. Your own blog, for example, which is the personification of this exercise in democratic voice, is hosted by Google; we do ourselves and our students a disservice by not seeking out experience in ensuring autonomy and agency over our own and our students' web footprints. Someone whose work I've found inspiring in his drive to maintain individual freedom and public trust on the open web is Dr. Gardner Cambell, who wrote the influential essay, "A Personal Cyberinfrastructure," in which he argues that students should be provided with an education where they learn how to become their own systems administrators: http://www.educause.edu/ero/article/personal-cyberinfrastructure Gardner's talk, "Teaching, Learning & the Digital Imagination," also might help frame the pursuit of the digital humanities as part of a developing liberal arts education: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BHOv_kSejBM I fully agree that there is a lot of corporate profiteering masquerading as educational necessity, and we need to be aware as educators of not only these perils, but the possibility which exists on the open web as well. Audrey Watters (@audreywatters) is someone who does an incredible service in keeping up with developments in K12 and higher education along these lines, and whose work I think you (and your readers) would appreciate. She blogs at: http://hackeducation.com/ I think our schools should provide many of the experiences you are calling for above, but also believe that the diversity of perspectives teaching professionals bring into the learning environment help shape the future healthily, empathetically, and democratically. As someone who feels as though I am fighting for the same sort of school system advocated here, I wanted to offer some of what underpins my belief that digital technology does have a place in our classrooms, and that this place doesn't necessarily denote a 'corporate takeover' of any sort. On the contrary, technology is in my classroom so that my students (whose lives are suffused in technology whether I limit its exposure or not) venture onto the web with their eyes open to both the peril, and the possibility of digital public space. Enjoy your spring break, Bryan -bryanjack.ca ReplyDelete Tara EhrckeMarch 20, 2013 at 8:54 AM Hi Bryan, I think the one point where we may disagree is that I see a *connection* between the profiteers and others that can be unhealthy if it is not recognized. Yes, there are many teachers who use IT in their classrooms for genuine, worthwhile reasons. I am one of them. But when teachers start to jump on the bandwagon (sometimes just because they are excited about what they are doing, but sometimes for the purpose of personal career advancement) they go from using tech for their own teaching to advocating tech. Thus the profiteers exploit teachers to assist in advocating for change that in the long run is not healthy for schools and children. When this happens with district administrators and Ministry officials and university professors, these people become "internal validators" - lending justification for the vacuous arguments of the tech companies. When I say "resist", I don't necessarily mean "ban" (although that certainly might make sense in some circumstances). I mean think critically about whether the introduction of a new technology should or should not be adopted. Who wants it and why? In other words, do not capitulate to the vapid arguments of "it is there, so we have to use it", "it is there, so it is coming anyway", "they use it in life, so we have to in school", "they will use it at work, so we have to in school". None of these are good arguments. When considering whether or not to adopt new technologies, we also have to look at the bigger picture, including what gets removed...because every time something new arrives, something else goes. So, it is perfectly sensible to consider the overall screen time of children and consider whether or not any more screen time should take place in school. Or to consider whether we want wireless turned on all day so that kids can use their devices during recess, when that very well might displace f2f and exercise. Or to consider the degree to which "collaboration" with technology replaces reading books, and the impact that has on learning and thinking (suggest here Proust & the Squid...and In the Shallows...very good introductions to the effect of technology on the reading brain, what is lost...). I don't disagree with teaching digital literacy (although perhaps for different reasons than you...I think the "democracy" of the internet is largely a myth, but I do think kids should understand how the machines around them work), but that is very different than infusing teaching with technology or using technology for teaching and learning other subject areas. Thanks for your thoughtful comments - Tara ReplyDelete Clint LalondeMarch 28, 2013 at 12:12 PM Hi Tara, First off, truce. If I need to hold out a white flag here then please consider this to be one :). As a parent, I truly appreciate there are people like you and Tobey who are taking a very critical look at the role of technology in our schools. I agree with much of what you write and speak about - corporate agendas, the desire for quick fixes, the motivations for why we need technology in our schools, distractions - these are all incredibly valuable and important conversations for educators and parents to have. Technology is a tool that can be used well and can be used poorly. I am a Neil Postman fan and agree with him when he speaks about technology not as an either/or, but a this and that. There are tradeoffs, concessions and difficult discussions to have. What do we keep and what do we replace? Does this change the way we do things? How? What part is good and what part is bad? I agree with Bryan here that this issue of what role technology plays in our classrooms is vitally important to creating digital citizens of the future who can operate in the world and act with agency and autonomy. Who can change & challenge (or at least have the skills to deal with) the very things about our world that we both want to see changed. There are a myriad of reasons to keep technology out of the classroom - all valid. But keeping it out only means we do not work to find solutions to those problems. We hid them. Worse, we don't help our kids find solutions to their problems. How can they be expected to deal with making correct choices about issues like information overload and critical media literacy if they are not engaging in real and authentic ways with these issues? I worry that we underestimate the internet and that we are not doing enough to teach our kids how to thoughtfully and deliberately engage with it. To take control of it. To even realize that they can take control of it. We are letting the technology agenda be written by the corporations, by the entertainment industry, by the publishing companies when we enact policies that pretend the internet doesn't exist and hides it away from our kids. We are not preparing our kids to carry on the kinds of fights and deeply critical analysis we both want. We are not teaching them that the internet is THEIRS and THEY own it and THEY can control it. In a world where our kids are not taught how to take control and use the internet as a learning tool, Perez Hilton wins. And that frightens me a helluva lot more than wifi. With respect, Clint LalondeReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ▼  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ▼  March (2) Why educators should resist educational technology... Will School Board budget woes lead to more inequit... ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=20154,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 3, November/December 2009  BC schools echo UK experience By Ritchie Kendrick A conversation with the National Union of Teachers (NUT) I was in England recently for my daughter’s convocation and had the opportunity to meet with the National Union of Teachers (NUT) regional secretary of the Southwest Region, Andy Woolley, and his regional officer, colleague Peter Sargent at their office in Exeter, Devon. The NUT represents 22,000 teachers over six counties and the Channel Islands, which is about 45% of the current teaching workforce in the region. What follows is an excerpt from the conversation between Woolley and me. The similarities in issues experienced by both teachers in the UK and BC school systems is striking as you will see in this and subsequent excerpts from their meeting. I have often wondered if someone in our BC Ministry of Education is keeping a watchful eye on the educational developments in England in regards to the delivery and implementation of programming because we have adopted many similarities with the current English system. The use of standardized tests and the ranking of schools is a huge issue for both of us. Your campaign to oppose and eventually boycott Standard Assessment Tests (SATs) is parallel to our campaign on the Foundation Skills Assessment (FSAs) and there’s also the issue of downloading more onto teachers and introducing new programs or curriculum. That’s a common thing, sometimes you get things introduced that go back, or around in a cycle, every 10, 20, or 30 years. You know long-serving teachers are thinking—been there, done that. Recently, however, it seems that for everything that comes in, nothing goes out the other end…and that has been creating more and more stress and pressure on our teachers. Unfortunately it seems that stress is also an issue shared on both sides of the pond. That’s a key issue for us. A lot of teachers have come to recognize it and a few things have improved. There has been a big case taken to the House of Lords by the solicitors who work in-house for us in this office and it established levels of liability for managers; that managers have a duty to recognize stressful working conditions. The employee could win a case for workplace stress without having to say, “I am stressed, please do something about it,” if it should have been evident to the manager. So this has put more onus on school headteachers (principals) to actually recognize that what they are asking their teachers to do is unreasonable. Yes, to actually understand that for certain people it should be obvious for a good manager to turn around and see that this person is not functioning as they used to. It is still difficult to prove because you do have to prove significant causality. We have been fortunate to win a case in our area, recently but unfortunately it hasn’t set precedent and we will have to deal with each case as it comes. But it is significant because we are able to publicize the fact (the court decision) within the local authorities making school leaders more aware of their responsibilities. What are the biggest catalysts for stress for teachers in your region? A growing issue is stress, related to reports by Ofsted (Office for Standards in Education). Ofsted is often used as an excuse to push people out of the school or to bully teachers into doing things the headteacher wants them to do to reflect what they want in the next Ofsted report. That’s one pressure where some say I’ve had enough of this. This is also a major contributor to a very concerning phenomenon at the beginning of many teachers’ professional lives—it is an issue that after three or four years almost 50% of new teachers leave the profession. There’s this young person who comes in with the vigour to change things, to bring things on and get things going, who has enthusiasm and drive to start, but that is sometimes driven out of them from the pressures in the system. And then there are people who have been long-term, say 50+, who are impacted by the pace of change or pressure to change their practice... they’re often not getting the support or appropriate professional development. We have a very similar problem that we call the five-year window. If you survive the first five years, the chances of you becoming a long-term teacher are greater. But many youngsters feel the pressure in the system and part of this may be precipitated through the lack of mentorship and other initial supports. You jump out of university, get thrown into the deep end, and away you go. The youngsters didn’t come into the profession to get rich but what they now see is their colleagues they went to university with, their cohort, out-earning them and the gap growing. But their former student friends also have the time to spend it. Their friends do their job and go home whereas teachers find themselves working all hours. Time is the real factor. In future issues of Teacher our conversation explores pupil behaviour, the NUT campaign to boycott Standard Assessment Tests, and more. Ritchie Kendrick is an assistant director, BCTF Field Service Division. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=15622&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2008 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 20, Number 6, April 2008  Aboriginal education a working agreement in Comox Valley By Mary Lindsay As another school year winds down and the next one is in the works, families across the province consider changes that will impact where and how their children attend school. In the end, their decisions are crucial because basic education funding, as well as supplemental resources, are tied to student registrations; the former to numbers and the latter to kids. In the eyes of the Ministry of Education, certain kinds of student characteristics qualify for supplemental funding to promote equitable access to learning. Being Aboriginal falls into this special category and brings additional monies into a school district. Consequently, student registration in the BC public school system generally asks parents to voluntarily indicate if their child has Aboriginal ancestry—to check the box on the registration form, if applicable. However, what significance does this box of Aboriginal ancestry have? In SD 71 (Comox Valley), we are opening this box and seeing a web of relationships that supports a more holistic development of Aboriginal students. According to the Ministry of Education, its allocation of enhanced funding is intended to provide "culturally appropriate educational programs and services to support the success of Aboriginal students." As a result of this targeted funding, students in SD 71 have benefited from a variety of excellent and worthwhile initiatives such as Big House experiences, The Queneesh Project (a video and accompanying curriculum about a local legend), community cultural resources to schools, cultural presentations, as well as academic support from resource aides—strengthening Aboriginal identity and increasing non-Aboriginal students’ awareness. Still, the achievement of non-Aboriginal students, as indicated by enrolment in examinable secondary school courses and graduation rates, surpasses that of Aboriginal students. In special education categories, over-representation in behaviour programs and under-representation in the area of giftedness are ongoing concerns. These comparative data suggest that strategies of "indigenizing" the curriculum and deficit approaches to teaching are not as effective as anticipated in bringing about social and educational equity for Aboriginal learners. However, the Aboriginal Education Enhancement Agreement, another compensatory strategy initiated by the Ministry of Education, has been a more useful process to uncovering Aboriginal education. An Aboriginal Education Enhancement Agreement (EA) is a working agreement between the local Aboriginal community, a school district’s Board of Education, and the Ministry of Education. In setting forth a collaborative partnership in shared decision-making and specific goal setting, an EA is primarily intended to improve school success for Aboriginal learners. As part of the development of the first EA in SD 71 (October 2001), the representatives of the Aboriginal community as constituted by the Aboriginal Education Council (AEC) began to more publicly and collectively question the goals and processes of public education. They asked why so few Aboriginal children were selected for Challenge, the school district’s program for gifted students. Low numbers perpetuated perceptions of deficiency and inferiority when in a society giftedness, like intelligence, is a cultural construct. They are concepts built on characteristics esteemed by a particular culture. The AEC decided to support an inquiry into what the Comox Valley Aboriginal community valued in terms of giftedness. Being a diverse community, in itself, consisting of First Nations status and non-status, living on and off reserve, Métis and Inuit all residing on the traditional territory of K’ómoks First Nation, the gifts would represent characteristics and qualities esteemed by a blended cultural group unique to the Comox Valley. After two years of consultation with local Elders and community, the gifts of listening, storytelling, spiritness, leadership, and arts emerged. Subsequently, with the implementation of an Aboriginal Kindergarten in SD 71, these gifts were to find a more visible place in public education. Aboriginal Kindergarten is supplemental to regular Kindergarten and is supported through Ministry of Education funding for all-day Kindergarten. Aboriginal students are one of the focus populations. The explicit mandate of Aboriginal Kindergarten is to provide a "culturally appropriate" program but in some jurisdictions, a tacit agenda of early intervention may prevail. In SD 71, Aboriginal Kindergarten teacher Susan Leslie, saw her role and challenge in how to address the culture directive as her students come from diverse backgrounds and she, herself, is from the M’ikmaq Nation. Gifts served as a foundation from which a program would emanate and later could be elaborated on to incorporate the goals elicited from the second EA—sense of belonging including sense of place and identity, achievement and holism, Aboriginal culture/ traditional values and wisdom accessible for all students, and leadership. At the same time, collaborations with Aboriginal Head Start (AHS) grew. AHS, open in the Comox Valley since 1997, had already worked with SD 71 to make transitions from their program to regular Kindergarten as seamless and comfortable as possible. With the implementation of an Aboriginal Kindergarten program, many parents of AHS graduates elected to enrol their children in regular Kindergarten for the morning and have them attend Aboriginal Kindergarten in the afternoon. To further align AHS and Aboriginal Kindergarten, Elders have central and regular participation in Aboriginal Kindergarten. The Aboriginal Kindergarten program is now in its fourth year and will become a full-day program in September; merging regular and Aboriginal Kindergarten components. However, instead of the provincial Kindergarten curriculum being indigenized, the indigenous curriculum will host the provincial one. Beyond Kindergarten, Aboriginal learners feel welcome and are academically successful in contexts where educators have worked mainly within their own divisions: at elementary—early intervention; at secondary—Aboriginal humanities, role model and leadership programs, Ravens, and Nala’atsi Alternate Program. However, teachers in these programs are extending their learning communities. For instance, students from Aboriginal Humanities at the middle school engage with students in Aboriginal Kindergarten. Secondary students at Nala’atsi interact with Elders as the program is housed within the Wachaiy Friendship Centre. Encouraged and supported by the servant-leadership of Lynn Joseph, teachers are reaching out to disassemble conventional school boundaries and seeking more naturalistic learning relationships with other Aboriginal peoples both inside and outside the school system. By doing so, threads of Aboriginal education in SD 71—gifts, Aboriginal values, community goals, and relationships are seen and strengthened in connection to each other. Mary Lindsay is a professor, Malaspina University College and a retired Comox Valley teacher.)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12446&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 19, Number 6, April 2007 Why be a sponsor teacher? As most teachers know, the practicum is the most important part of a student-teacher education program. Sponsor teachers received the highest ratings in terms of positive models and practicum support. Working with pre-service teachers provides the opportunity for a sponsor teacher to reflect on one’s own practice, to discuss emerging and established educational theories, to model effective teaching strategies, and to become a mentor and guide. The vast majority of experiences are positive. Sponsor teachers perceive the experience to be an opportunity for enjoyment and professional growth for themselves. Here are some of their comments: "Hosting a student teacher is an amazing experience. The first time I shared my classroom with a student teacher, I was somewhat apprehensive. Teachers are, after all, very protective of their students, their routines, their resources, and their classrooms. However, I soon discovered that I was learning as much from my student teacher as she was from me, and that by sharing my space, I was gaining more than I was giving. I loved having someone to share the daily experiences that arise when dealing with 20+ eight-year-olds—the funny things kids say, the behavior challenges that need a second opinion, and especially the extra teacher to help students who struggle academically. "I also discovered that having a student teacher made me question my educational practices in a very positive way. I had to ask myself questions like: Why do I teach spelling the way I do? How can I make guided reading sessions the most efficient and beneficial? Is silent reading time meaningful for the kids? Am I saying more positive and empowering comments in a day than negative remarks? How effective am I at asking higher-level questions? "Hosting student teachers has been the best form of professional development I’ve had. Watching young teachers develop into professionals and colleagues is so rewarding and exciting. I highly recommend trying it for yourself—you won’t regret it!" – Suzanne Gravel, Grade 3 teacher, Alexander Elementary School, Abbotsford "I believe I have learned as much about the practice of teaching and my own practice as I have passed on to my student teacher. Being with a student teacher every day becomes an opportunity to reflect, most often on why I do things the way I do. Through this reflection I have found my own practice continue to improve long after the student teacher has left my classroom. I have also learned that it is enjoyable to have another adult in the room, to talk to and discuss teaching and educational practice with. We are so often closed behind our classroom door; the regular opportunity to have discussions about our practice is enjoyable. I have had a couple of student teachers during the time I was involved in Masters and Ed D work. I was able to both apply and discuss the theoretical aspects that I learned in my course work to my experience in the classroom and with student teachers." – Bruce McCloy, English teacher, New Westminster Secondary School "I have learned several things, the biggest is that my way may not be the only or best way of doing things. I had the privilege of working with a young lady a while back whose style was quite different than mine. At first I wanted to explain to her how to make her lesson look more like mine, but when I gave her the opportunity to show me, the final outcome of her lesson was very good. Although the route she took was not one I would have taken, she was successful. I have also realized that there are many things that I do well, and I enjoy sharing that and helping another to hopefully make a good entrance into our profession." – Debbie Piggin, Grade 6 teacher, RL Clemitson Elementary, Kamloops "Their learning is our learning. We have the opportunity to rest for a moment and review our teaching methods, to organize and clean, to look at old resources and lessons that have been shoved to the back of the file cabinet. This is also a time for improvement. As teachers, we know, learning is everyday, everyway, and everywhere. Student teachers bring new ideas and twists on old ones. They also bring to the classroom another expert, the faculty advisor who supports both the student and the sponsoring teacher. The moments are golden for those of us who can share our teaching ideologies with a peer. Many great relationships start and continue with sponsoring a student teacher. When they leave the classroom, we have also gone through a transformation of a kind. Our classrooms as well as ourselves benefit from the experience." – Kathy Manning, visual art teacher, Earl Marriott Secondary School, Surrey "I feel it is important to provide a safe place for teacher candidates to experiment with the various teaching styles and try to implement strategies knowing they have the support of a co-operating teacher who will not judge them on any errors that may occur when they attempt something new. Teacher candidates need honest feedback on their performance. This will enable them to become more effective teachers, in a more timely fashion, than if we allowed them to realize their mistakes on their own. Having a teacher candidate in full immersion frees up my time to allow me to work with students who need extra assistance. It also allows me to take on projects within my school that benefit teachers and students." – Joanne Hapke, Grade 4 teacher, Westwood Elementary School, Prince George "I have been doing this for many years and I enjoy it immensely. I find that student teachers bring a lot of enthusiasm to practicum and a genuine desire to learn. My job as a teacher is to help students (no matter the age) to learn and get better at what they do. I also feel that I have lots to offer to a student teacher, to help fill up their own toolbox of teaching materials. I had great sponsor teachers when I was going through the process and I feel that this is one of many ways that I can give back to the profession." – Gary Maitland, PE teacher, Nanaimo District Secondary School – Pierre Blouin)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2014/09/tentative-agreement-yes-or-no.html?showComment0751411060034395,Staffroom Confidential: Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, September 16, 2014 Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Despite what I know was a herculean effort on the part of our bargaining team, I very much hope that BC teachers will vote no to the tentative agreement. After five weeks of strike, and twelve years of legal battles, this is not the deal that will restore sanity to public education and it is not a fair deal for teachers and students. Just as teachers in Saskatchewan rejected a deal to ensure a better outcome, I hope BC teachers will consider a no vote to let our team know we have to go back to the bargaining table. Class size, composition The agreement provided a modified LIF fund starting at $75 million per year and increasing to $85 by the last year. It is for teachers only, which will mean a slight improvement in Districts where sizeable portions were spent on Education Assistants or senior District staff rather than teachers. However, in an average size District like Victoria (20,000 students, 1,000 teachers), this will translate into about 5-10 more teachers. That is one for every five schools. To put it in comparison, Justice Griffin's judgement estimated the lost funding due to lost class size language at about $330 million in current dollars. (Read more here about the proposed Education Fund.) I heard so many teachers speak up about the need to ensure that we do not return to over-crowded classes when the strike ends. This agreement does very little to alleviate what is the most pressing issue. Throwing away the court victory The agreement provides a "reopener" in the event we win on appeal our class size language. What this means is that the language returns, but is not implemented until new language is negotiated. Without the actual implementation of the returned language, there will be very little incentive for the government to bargain it back. We would essentially be back in the very same position we are in today, with government trying to bargain it out and us trying to bargain it back in. In my opinion, even if we were legislated back to work we would be in a superior position. If we won the appeal the government would then be forced to implement the language. We are thus throwing away our historic court victory and the bargaining pressure it potentially creates. The reopener is really only mildly less offensive than E80. In both cases, we have to bargain back what was illegally taken from our contract and the government will probably never have to restore it. In fact, the "reopener" creates the perfect opportunity for government to lock us out to try and force us to agree to something far inferior. Throwing away the remedy for the last twelve years The agreement provides $105 million to compensate for grievances over-sized classes for the last twelve years. Using Justice Griffin's estimates, our loss is roughly $300 million times 12 = over $3 billion. I cannot fathom how $105 million is a fair compromise. The BCTF's original proposal to put this money back into the system was a more fair and productive approach. This agreement means we can no longer go to the courts for a fair remedy. Wages The agreement is very close to government's original offer. While I would be willing to accept this if the class size language was returned, teachers should not be taking such a significant monetary loss without the commensurate gain in working conditions. We have lost roughly 12% of our annual salary. We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut. Minimal improvements There are very minimal improvements in preparation time for elementary teachers (10 minutes per week), and TTOC daily rate. The TTOC daily rate change may depend on your grid placement. It could actually be a wage loss for long term TTOCs who are above category 5 and step 7. There is also $11 million in health and dental benefits. At 40,000 members, this is $275 each. Hardly worth consideration in the context of the rest of the agreement. What next? There are a variety of options if we vote no. We can continue the strike. We can choose to return to work and continue bargaining. We do not, and should not, accept an agreement that doesn't meet our needs and doesn't meet the needs of students and public education. When Saskatchewan teachers rejected the first deal which had 5.5% wage increases over four years, the second deal had 7.3% increases over four years. They have said this still isn't good enough. For us, our main issue is classroom conditions. We need to say this isn't good enough. The way to do that is to vote no. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 7:48 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 124 comments: Troy MooreSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:17 PM The EC recommendation states the open clause will be argued from restored language. However, selling our grievances for nothing as the 105 million is strike savings, is plenty of reason to vote no. Further, no composition caps, but a fund controlled by Superintendents is enough reason to vote no. Thursday I will vote no.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:06 PM Re-opener also says "education fund" in place until new language bargained, so old language can disappear forever.Delete Reply Mme RousseauSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:33 PM Government starved us to death hoping we'd vote yes to whatever deal they'd offer. Planned it from the start.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:07 PM We can sill choose (collectively) to return to work if we reject this deal. Many options.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:09 PM Great analysis, Tara! I think that returning to work would be a bad idea. This will frustrate parents more if they need to find new ways to deal with taking care fo kids. USe the money given to you by the other unions. I am a teacher who had to quit for stress over the terrible condition of work (split FI grade 4/5, several low LD kids with little support, one severe with no support, 2 gifted (no support), and a principal who expected me to teach 2 separate social studies AND science programs)Delete Reply Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:56 PM Good points by all but the gov't succeeded in starving my family out and completly breaking us. I will be voting YES and live to fight another dayReplyDelete Replies schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:21 PM 'Fight another day'? In the last twelve years that we have been pushing back against this government, never has the tide tide been so much with teachers, class size/composition, and public education - and never has the government been pushed back onto the ropes (especially with the call for binding arbitration). What 'other day' is being proposed that we wait for? Now is the time. Vote 'no' and give the BCTF bargaining team a renewed mandate to get a decent deal for students and teachers.Delete Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:10 PM "Another day" means to wake up and realize that 2more weeks means my family of 5 could lose our home. It means I will do all I can to recall Cc, Factbender, and other mla's, and maybe even having "a guy I know" have a chat with them. In year 1 of their reign, I don't believe they even know what "the ropes" are. I will vote YES ...for my family, and I can live with thatDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:12 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply Karen FergusonSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:03 PM Just a question: When the Saskatchewan teachers voted no, had they already been on strike for 5 weeks?ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM No. They are working with no contract. They are not on strike.Delete Shannon DavisSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:23 AM I am a Saskatchewan teacher. We are not on strike; we are currently in the conciliation process after voting "no" to 2 previous offersDelete Reply "Mama Rose"September 16, 2014 at 9:27 PM Can we truly return to work without agreeing and continue bargaining? When I suggested returning to work a few weeks ago, the answer was "being on strike puts pressure on the gov't and without pressure they have no reason to settle." And can you explain more how legislating us back would be better than agreeing to this deal? And finally, why would the BCTF executive put forward a deal that was not a good one?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:30 PM Because they need confirmation of the resolve of the membership to get something better. That is what a no vote does.Delete Reply Troylana MSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:28 PM some great points to ponder, tara......thinking thinking....ReplyDelete schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:43 PM If we vote 'no' to the tentative deal we still have options: We'd not have a contract. But we could... a) strike with full picket lines b) partially strike with phase 1 (work-to-rule) in schools c) partially strike with periodic/rotating job action d) continue negotiating e) return to work and re-escalate strike f) some/all of the above ReplyDelete Replies Caroline MackenzieSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:21 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:14 PM a) will expedite matters (I say less that 3 days)Delete Reply danabjornsonSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:05 PM I am thinking that a legislated, crappier contract would only be in effect for 2 years max (before elections...). If we take this offer, then we will be agreeing to this pseudo-E80. Should we win the court case (which we likely will), we will have to settle on the terms of the THIS negotiated contract which doesn't actually restore learning conditions; it simply allows for those conditions to be negotiated. If we say n, then we default to the 2002 contract, which DOES restore the language. A "yes" vote is saying that we are good on "crumbs"; a "no" vote is saying we want an actual meal. That's my understanding, anyway. Please correct me where I am wrong, Tara. :)ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:44 PM And word is IF they legislate, they could opt to legislate back Grade 10-12 only causing the union to have to lay off all teachers and re-hire based on seniority. That will tear the union at the seams pitting teacher against teacher for those positions. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:17 PM There will be a general strike if that were to happen! They better not do this. They will regret it.Delete Reply imaginefunlearningSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:09 PM Some good points on the background of our fight over the past 12 years, which I have been actively engaged in; however we need to recognize the climate we are in. We are not in Sask. people! We have just come through a very long summer!! We need to thank our @bctf bargaining team & recognize the toll this has taken on all of us & our families. I don't have the luxury of more time on the strike line. This may be as good as it gets. Let's read the agreement and consider getting back to work and making some $ again! That's my 2 cents worth, which would come in really handy right now!!!ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:18 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply RobSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:11 PM Go back in work to rule mode. Work this winter to recall every Liberal MLA. ThAt is the only way to apply pressure to these criminals. ReplyDelete Replies Kate RestonSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:03 PM Recall! Not sure who won the battle but the war is still onDelete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:14 AM Well said Kate... I agree 100%Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:20 PM I think say NO and a better deal will be done in less than 3 days. These guys are not criminals, they are lower than that. I bet they get a sick pleasure in hurting the kids and the teachers.Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:31 PM An official recall is in the works: https://www.facebook.com/groups/316129595235450/?fref=ts Please consider joining.Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:26 AM Leah - do you honestly think anyone who voted BC Liberal did so thinking that they would act any differently on the education file?Delete Reply JJSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:16 PM I am glad to see other members who share my views. I am outraged at a 1.2 percent "raise" in salary per year that doesn't even meet inflation of currently 2%. I feel used and abused.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:23 PM Not to mention all of the other pittance! I am actually surprised that Iker asked teachers to vote on this! Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:18 PM Hi Tara Thanks for the summary! Will we be able to vote NO to the deal, but vote YES to returning to work? Will there be three options when we vote Thursday? Why did the BCTF agree to a substandard deal for us? If we vote no to a deal that was recommended to us, the teachers look like the bad guys and public approval will plummet. I am very disappointed and frustratedReplyDelete Replies KataSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:12 AM Public approval will not necessarily plummet. I have seen strikes where the membership has voted against the executive's "best results to date", and ended up with a better offer. This offer is an insult. The $300 million will not bring funding to the national average (I believe). More importantly, the wage offer is half of the average wage increase for public and private workers (StatsCan). Delete Reply MontySeptember 16, 2014 at 10:19 PM Thank you, Tara. My thoughts too, more clearly expressed. As well, Thursday is too soon to vote, too soon to vote, too soon to vote........ReplyDelete Richard ChalkeSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:21 PM Vote no and lose every shred of public support...just sayin!ReplyDelete Replies UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:31 AM I am a member of the public and would support a "no" vote. js!.Delete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:01 AM Richard Chalke, NO you won't! I am a mother with 3 adopted special needs children who need to be in a class that is designed for them and others like them (my kids are academically slightly delayed but their issues are more social and behavioural) where they can receive the education they deserve taught in a way they can comprehend. I will speak now for all the parents I know, and we will support the teacher's if they continue to fight for our children's best interest.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:28 PM It might not be pretty at first, but once we explain things (and I hope the Mandarin-speaking teachers flood the Richmond organization that voiced their concerns), they will back us. The 3 billions that the judge came to is the first I hear about. This should be stated to every newsmedia comment section in the province. Minimize pickets and flood those outlets with commenters, just like the Liberals do. Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:45 PM I am a member of the public and a single Mother of a child in the public school system. You will NOT lose one bit of my support if you vote no. I know that you are sacrificing so that my child can have a better education, and I am most grateful for it. Having said that, I also know that you are exhausted and broke. I have been dreading that you may have to settle for less than what you (we) deserve because the government succeeded in breaking you. I am not in your shoes, so cannot judge. If the vote is a yes, I understand and I am still behind you. Delete Reply Alison RocheSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:25 PM It is a crap deal. It's always a crap deal. Once you raise the stakes to striking, anything else is a cave in. The last time we walked out was the 3 day illegal strike where I threw away 1200$ and got EXACTLY the same contract I had the year before. The BCTF called it a win because they didn't rip up MORE of my contract. Ridiculous. There are a few of us that believe that working to contract, doing 100% of your teaching job and nothing more (like paying for supplies out of your own pocket or EC) is the only way teachers will survive this government. What if they get re-elected again? Then what? Teachers have lost thousands to these clowns to make "statements" about the state of public education in this province. We can't keep sacrificing ourselves and our families. And in the meantime, you talk to parents about why you have to take this crappy road. Because up until this strike they mostly didn't care about the state of education, but god forbid you didn't run a Sports Day. Then suddenly they wanted to know what the hell was going on. Keep the conversation going in schools. Attend your PAC meetings and stop enabling this govt to underfund and overwork the system. And still get paid!ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:20 AM I am very excited at the prospect of returning to my beloved job on Friday. However I will NOT continue to put my personal money into my classroom and I will be seriously reconsidering my involvement in extra curriculars. I think we shoot ourselves in the foot with all the unpaid work we so willingly volunteer to do. Delete Reply FCSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:38 PM I heard a rumour last week from a loose lipped government insider that after the 22nd, depending on the outcome of the negotiations the Liberals were going to announce a 3 step process. I was not clear if this was based on 3 steps to resolve the strike (perhaps the 3rd step is legislation??) or 3 steps to overhaul the education system, either way, they will settle it outright. I wish you all luck and all the information that you need to make a sound decision of what you feel is best.ReplyDelete Replies Lisa BurrowsSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:53 PM I have heard similar rumours. On the 23rd, the gov. was planning on introducing a $6000 per year voucher system for 3 choices: an academic or trades program, or something called EducationCanada. Not clear whether their intention was to privatize the public system, de-certify teachers and hire them back under new wage/benefits. Not clear where these rumours originated from. Maybe fear tactics to get teachers to vote yes. In any event, I plan on voting yes. I signed up to be a teacher, not a martyr. This strike has cost us a lot. We need to regain our livelihood and hopefully continue the conversation about class composition. We have at least awakened many people to the issue, and the court case is still an avenue that could eventually improve teaching and learning conditions.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:33 PM I urge all teachers to fight and say NO to this deal. Retired teacher who had to retire because horrendous work conditions. Make me proud. They will not last long if you say NO! I know this is tough, but there is money and I hear that Van City does offer loan at low to 0 %. Banks do allow you to miss a mortgage payment. Go talki to your banker.Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM Will school districts require teachers to make up missed days, as suggested in the media? Will the school calendar be changing to make up for the missed three weeks and if so will we be made aware of those changes PRIOR to the vote? ReplyDelete KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:41 PM "Wages..... We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut." And that is the cost of going on strike!!! There is nothing that can be done about that. You cannot go on strike and put up the raise you want every week to compensate for your time on strike - it doesn't work that way.ReplyDelete Replies Drew StevensonSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:59 AM I believe the missing "..." Suggests that they meant to refer to the losses against inflation since the last wage step increase. Thus this contract does not allow us to recover the buying power lost to inflation since the last non contract or "0%" year. Add those up and compare against the proposed increase and you see that by the end of the contract, we won't be able to afford the same value of goods (loaves of bread, watts of energy, litres of gas) that we could at the end of the last contracts term. It was not a comment about wages that were lost in the strike. Those are really small potatoes when compared to the grinding power of inflation over years and years. The next contract will use this latest for a bench mark so these losses to inflation will grind at all teachers for as long as they teach. A death of a thousand cuts to our ability to afford basic goods and services. Any raise less than inflation is a cut to the value placed on us and on our ability to pay our bills. Delete Reply Ed SSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:09 PM Having lost $20,000 (including summer school wages) as the single income for a family of five is far too much; I will be voting YES to the deal, unless the independently wealthy teachers out there who wish to continue the strike will pay my bills and mortgage for me.ReplyDelete Replies Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:14 PM I feel ya. Yes for meDelete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:18 AM Ed S. With all due respect (and I mean that), how did you lose $20,000 in the strike? Teachers were out 2 weeks (all out) before they were supposed to be in June, and now 3 weeks for the start of school? It is my understanding that teachers don't get paid through the summer months. Please correct me if I'm wrong, wherever I'm wrong. Shouldn't you have been financially alright for the summer months at least? Also all teachers knew this strike had a possibility of extending into the new school year but no one teacher budgeted for this possibility? I'm truly just trying to get a clear picture of where this all stems. NO disrespect intended.Delete BlairSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:12 AM Kelly, not Ed but if you look at the numbers there was the 10% lockout haircut in May/June plus the loss of most of June and the loss of much of September. In our 1 teacher (1 non) household we calculated a $9 K - $10 K loss so far. If you add summer school earnings you can easily make the loss in the $20 k zone. As for budgeting, we budget for the summer, but did not expect the 10% haircut, nor the loss of June/Sept days which completely messed our budgeting calculations. A very good friend (single teaching mother) was crushed by the loss of the June income and is without a penny today.Delete Mr. SmoothSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:35 PM The only one who didn't get a haircut was Jim Iker... and he needs one more than anyone else. What's with that over-coiffed 70"s mullet Jim? Does wonders for the BCTF brand image!Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:55 PM Jim's hair is not open for discussion in a respectful space like this. As for his salary, he is a teacher who does not get paid when we are on strike.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:04 PM Totally agree!Delete Reply Mr. GSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:24 PM If I thought they could do any better I would agree with voting NO, but you have to be realistic. The BCTF does not use professionals to bargain and always ends up with much less than they promise the membership when asking for a strike vote. While this is not a great deal for teachers, I really think you're fooling yourself if you think it'll get any better.ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:02 AM BCTF needs to be replaced with younger more adept representatives and advocates. Also, we should be hiring professional contract negotiators - you don't go into battle with cut throat corporate types with a wooden knife. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:37 PM This is BAD deal! Say NO to it and show those (expletives) that we will not take it anymore! Come on! Show them that teachers have a spine! They will respect us, oddly!Delete Reply retaSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:51 PM I agree with Richard. Those in the public that are uniformed would be furious, and there are many teachers who just can't afford to use their wages as their voice any longer - too much has already been donated to the government. In my opinion, the deal is pretty lame. I am sitting on the fence.ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:24 AM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:26 AM So true!!! I cannot afford to fight this battle for public education any longer. Why is this my personal and professional obligation??? However I think this deal is weak weak weak. I also think its the best we are going to get. Ideologically I'm on the fence but my wallet will vote YES.Delete Reply SirThinksToo MuchSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:54 PM My wife and I will be voting "Yes" on Thursday for it is the middle path. The easy path would have been for us to go back to school with E-80 & E-81 over our heads. The difficult path would be for us to vote "No" and put our mortgage at risk and having to continue asking retired parents for handouts to feed a family with three kids. The middle path is the wisest choice for us considering the current political climate in which those who do not teach are the quickest to judge it harshly.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:41 PM I understand that this is really tough for you! I almost died teaching a few month ago. I had to quit. Please consider holding on and say no. Remember the short loss in salary will be offset in the LONG-RUn by better salary increase. This is a joke! They will be laughing at you even more if we accept this. This is a very bad deal! However, I do respect your position!Delete Reply DaleSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:16 AM Why would classroom conditions be better on October 9th after being legislated back? We have been outplayed because of our stubborn refusal to outdated, tired old tactics. It is because of these actions that have led us to this terrible deal. Time to reset, regroup and stock up for the long haul. Can't do it if half the members commit hara kiri on themselves. We are a union of professionals not a cult. ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:49 AM Could not agree more.Delete schreck!September 17, 2014 at 9:44 AM Could you please advise which tactics you believe could have been used to secure a superior deal?Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:47 AM Full disclosure: I'm a BC Liberal supporter. The only people who would benefit from a NO vote are the BC Liberals. Teachers would be bargaining with no leverage whatsoever and would be viewed by a large segment of the population as unreasonable. The BC Liberals then get portray themselves as the only party capable of dealing with the BCTF. schreck! says that the BCTF has the government on the ropes, but he couldn't be farther from the truth. The government wants people to view the BCTF as their primary opponent. Disputes like this just shore up the BC Liberal base and protect its right flank. Any half-baked recall campaign will only reinforce that. It's true teachers aren't going to recoup the lost wages from the strike. I would suggest to you that that means this job action was probably not in teachers' interests, especially without any sort of appreciable strike fund. This is the best deal teachers were ever going to get with this government and people should have been able to recognize that in June. If you want my advice (which you probably don't), it would be to spend the next 5 years building up a strike fund, electing better leaders, and hiring a professional negotiating team. Don't bring a knife to a gunfight and expect things to go well. Focus on getting the best deal you can from whoever the government is rather than trying to change the government, the HST, Kinder Morgan or a thousand different issues that distract from education and erode the union's finances further. You'd be doing yourself a favour, and probably doing the NDP a favour at the same time. Also, if schreck! is David Schreck, you can thank his opposition to STV for the last two BC Liberal majorities. I know I do.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:11 PM One step would be to stop making political contributions to the NDP. This only contributes to the childish animosity and lack of trust that has constantly characterized negotiations. How else can the Socreds/Liberals view teachers except as enemies when they so publicly support their opponents. This stupid confrontational immature approach has to STOP!!!!! Education should not be a political fight when it is so obviously a valuable benefit to our society. It was an NDP government that legislated teachers back to work in 1993. Stop making education a political fight.Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:10 PM I don't think they have to go that far. CUPE and the Nurses still contribute to the NDP yet they don't have the same acrimonious relationship. CUPE and the Nurses just make their members their priority, and broader advocacy second.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:55 PM Ryan (possibly a Liberal paid commenter), with all due respect, I disagree with you. The cumulative increase in lieu of this will be better. Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can. I say to Iker, ask for 6% over 3 years because these people love to play the 15% over 15 year game to make it so big on the surface. Some people think that this is 15% every year. Believe me! I have seen it in comment sections. Others believe that the 15% is too high not understanding that they must divide things over the duration of the contract. It is time that we play it smarter. It is time to put the foot down and ask for money given to us by other unions, if it is needed. Banks can accept one late mortgage payment. It would be suicidal for them to not help. Imagine the possible damage if that ever leaks out. They could lose a lot in teacher money. I for one would pull my money out of a bank in support! Teachers are going to show this government that we have a spine! Enough is enough! Aren't you tired of being treated like kids? (Retired teacher who almost died in a car accident because of work conditions that were horrendous. I had to quit.)Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 AM Not paid by the BC Liberals. I pay them actually... :/ I imagine astroturfers of any affiliation wouldn't disclose their bias. "Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can." How did that work in May 2013? If the teachers reject a contract that their own union endorsed, it will make teachers seem unreasonable. Whether that perception is true or fair is irrelevant. It's what will happen, and teachers will be weaker as a result. Take my advice. Build up a strike fund and focus on the internal governance of the BCTF for the next 6 years. You'll be better off for it. Or not. I don't mind you or others making it easier for the party I support to get elected. I'd just rather not see kids and teachers hurt in the process.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:37 AM Ah! The "don't-hurt-kids" card, hey, when you have underfunded education for 12 years! WOW! That takes the cake! Are your trolling? Oh! You are serious? :) Would you be surprised if I don't follow your advice, considering your lack of logic? Would you be surprised if others don't follow your advice? It is ttue that bullies like you and your ilks love to show who is the boss, who is the teacher now! I suspect that is at the root of the problem! No one wants to fail in school! No one wants to get the strap! Sad that today's teachers don't like it too! But, who cares, we are ... teachers! We deserve it! BAH! BAH! BAH!Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:22 PM That's fine. I look forward to another 16 years of BC Liberal government.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:41 PM 16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate! Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan! Sociopaths do that!Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 9:35 AM "16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate!" 16 years of our opponents still don't understand why they lost. Like I said, that's fine with me. If I said the Liberals would be in power for at least another 13 years back in 2004 you probably would have laughed too. Heck, if I told you on May 13 last year that the BC Liberals would be reelected on May 14 you'd probably have laughed too. And you were wrong. Why is that? Answer that question if you want the NDP to win the next election. Without a correct answer to it, the NDP's cause is hopeless. "Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan!" You feel they are flawed, and that's fine. I don't go around calling people who disagree with me sociopaths, nor do I accuse them of being paid shills. But I also don't feel much need to address your ad hominems. There are logical arguments to support your position, but argumentum ad hominem is not one of them. It's a textbook logical fallacy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 1:15 PM Ah! Now I get it! It is all ego-based! You think because you voted the winning party that you are a winner and we are losers! You think because you predicted that the Liberals would win, you are winner. That does not make YOU a winner or the Liberals! It is called DEMOGRAPHICS, you expletives. The baby boomers are getting old and because they have more assets and won't make a whole lot more for too long, they need to vote a govn't who is going to do just that! It is not rocket science! WOW! You think you are so superior when your party stole an election with 47% of the popular vote. That's not a majority and your party should not have been elected. BTW, did you delete from your ethical memory the words Ethnic voting scandal? The field is slanted and you know it. However, you are so willing to minimize, forget the scams and bad fairplay tactics like a sociopath is allowed to minimize or ignore his or victims emotions that you don't see that you are the loser, we are the victim of your constant bullying. 1% wage increases after years of 0% increases and you can justify that when Yahoo reports that the average Canadian can hope to get 2.5% this and next year: https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html You Liberals behave like fascists, but we can't call you that because that's not allowed! Well! Guess what? It is and you are. Live with it! You keep on dreaming you are a genius! :) I am retired, getting soon a nice pension, and laughing at you from a beach somewhere! AHAHA! Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 2:14 PM What's with the name calling Peter? For someone claiming to be retired you really don't show the wisdom of age. For someone who talks about logic, you use logical fallacies like ad hominems a lot too. It's a fair point that the BC Liberals didn't get a majority of the vote (and I'm a very big supporter of electoral reform). The BC Liberals + Conservatives did though, and I don't think it's realistic to expect the BC Conservatives to have been more generous had they been part of government. Last time I checked I just voted. I didn't "victimize" anyone. Perhaps your rage is misplaced. If you think the election was "stolen" I'm afraid I have to question your grasp on reality though. "Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?" I'm glad you'll have a pleasant retirement Peter. I have no ill will towards you. I'm not sure why you think I do. I'm not saying people were *right* to vote BC Liberal. That's a matter of opinion. All I'm saying is people *did* vote BC Liberal. More voted BC Liberal than BC NDP for the last 5 elections in a row actually. You need to understand why that happened in order to change it for the next election. Clearly you're not interested in that though. Which is fair enough. Just remember next time you're upset about something the BC Liberals do that your lack of interest is part of why the BC Liberals get elected at all.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 3:23 PM I love your culture --or the lack of thereof! Guess what, stop thinking averybody is white and must follow your little rules. Namecalling? Sociopath? Whaaaat? And, what if you are? Still can't call you that? :) You fascist right-wingers are big on censorship! I just don't like you giving us lessons on how to get the NDP in. As stated, people are voting right of the NDP because it is a matter of demographics and a little ethnic vote buying on the side. The rest is mumbo jombo. Yes, of course, they will have to go on strike in the future and yes they will have to build a strike fund. The Liberals stole that from the BCTF too! And, you wonder why I don't have any respect for them? Yes, electoral reform is needed! We agree!Delete Reply JJ GeorgeSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:46 AM As a parent, I support the teachers and respect whether they choose to vote yes or no. However I noticed a discrepancy here from other information I've read regarding prep time for elementary teachers. Here it states minimal improvement to prep time - only 10 minutes per week being added. Elsewhere I read that it is 100 minutes per week for prep, increasing by an additional 10 minutes in the final year. That is a significant difference, and worth noting. Or have I completely misunderstood?ReplyDelete Replies Anne-MarieSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:59 AM Elementary teachers currently have 90 minutes of preparation time per week so an increase to 100 minutes per week is only gaining 10 minutes. In other provinces and some private schools they have as much as 45 minutes of prep time per day.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:56 PM Thank you for inquiring!Delete DW ZSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:57 PM You're right JJ George. There is a significant difference around the province regarding preparation times. In my district elementary teachers currently get 100 minutes of prep time. This new proposal is useless to me. I'll have to wait 6 years to gain an extra 10 minutes. Delete Reply UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:11 AM Almost nobody gets cost of living adjustments. Also inflation is NOT 2%. Do some research and look at the CPI for BC over the last 24 months. The average over the last 2 years is 0.7%, not 2%. The CPI changes every month so you cant just look at the highest month and declare that THE inflation rate. Check out the 12 month averages document for the actual numbers. http://www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/StatisticsBySubject/Economy/ConsumerPriceIndex.aspx All that being said I support the teachers. if you think this is a bad deal as a parent my dream would be for the teachers to vote no but continue bargaining because I do think the kids need to be in school and I do fear that the teachers will lose all support if the strike continues. All I ask as a parent is that you do your own research and try not to be swayed by all the opinions. ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:01 AM Inflation for August was 2.1% (http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/economy/cpi-report-expected-to-reveal-rise-in-canadas-core-inflation-rate/article20593943/). The CPI is a year-over-year calculation.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:43 AM Inflation should be looked at as a yearly average, not an individual month.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:34 PM The lawyers do not believe we have compromised our court deal. Our leadership would not have sold us out. We dodged a bullet. The Premier had something loaded even if we are not sure what it was. The idea that we could simply return to work is not guaranteed. I think a no vote could easily lead to the Liberals locking us out again because the Premier wants to crush us and she will use any excuse. She did not want to take the advice of her people and do this deal. I am certain a plan for drastic action (where we have to take the concessions they had planned) or worse - was in place. We can't guarantee the press will do any better job explaining the complexities should we say no. They rarely sided with us in markets outside of Vancouver where people are more political and they often misled or allowed others to mislead. They are not helping and would sensationalize. This would see dissolution of support very quickly - especially if we asked for wages. (Though admittedly it angers me that we can't ask for wages without being accused of being greedy when that is what most bargaining units do). But we have argued this is about kids and while this is not ideal - it is better to have teachers than not. The deal does suck in that it does not bring us to par - but this fight needs to be won with a strategy that is political and capacity will do that in another round. We have some support - but it is limited to the choir. We need to have the pews too. We need to build that capacity while working and continue to find allies because the fight is bigger than most people want to consider. This is about ideology and about privatization. Education always was political but never more so than now and we have to fight this party or the conservatives who would do the same or worse. No teacher who is responsible can ignore the politics any longer. That is simply the truth. If you work in the system you better get informed and you better be prepared to fight until retirement for the system. That said, I want to ask the same question others are asking: Why is this the job of 42,000 teachers and not the job of all citizens who want equality to fight for this right? It is time (while the conversation is still on-going and up to and including election night) for us to guide the public where we can but mainly play our part by not propping the system up. Make poverty known. Make noise about shortfalls, ask questions (in the media or in board offices ) about who is going to fix it instead of paying ourselves, volunteer some but wait for the pubic to step up so they see what schools lack. I hate the deal too. But I trust Vince Ready and Iker and I don't think we could have done better right now. I think we dodged a bullet because I have read everything this government has put out and followed the trail. They plan to privatize and they are just looking for the route. Voting YES for now does not mean we are giving up. It does not mean a win in the way we wanted but we have won a battle that will lead to us winning the war. If we don't rest up and stock up we might not get there.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:57 PM Well, if it is bigger than just this battle, then we will need ALL the unions to strike if they do indeed use drastic (draconian) measures. I say it is time for ALL of the unions to call a general strike. I guarantee that they will not like that one bit. What will they do then? Call the army? :) People in Europe, at the end of the 19th century stood up in mines. General strikes do occur in Europe and have. If you think you had it tough, think of them who stood tall for US in tougher times and conditions. Make sacrifices. Sell furniture. Tutor on the side. Ask for the BCTF money. Ask your banker to help. As friends and relatives. If we say NO, it won't last long. If they legislate us back, let's call a general province-wide strike of all unions. Delete Reply Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:47 AM Between CC's smug smile as she celebrates slaughtered teachers and Jim Iker's goofy grin - seemingly unaware that he has been a willing puppet, I am thoroughly disgusted. Over the next 5 years, teachers will be in an increasingly bad situation financially, classrooms will continue to be too large and complex with increasing medical, social and environmental issues impacting academic delivery. It could not be less obvious that things will continue to worsen. The Liberals have ensured that BC is rapidly becoming the Canadian Monaco for rich off shore interests and wealthy corporations. Soon the underpaid "workers" will have to be bussed in daily to Vancouver - Asian style. The only recourse is to move to just about any other province and bring in up to $100,000 more over the six years with much less cost of living. So we are bailing, encouraged by friends who have gotten positions in Manitoba and Alberta. My colleagues and I discovered through contacting several school boards across Canada that specialist (special needs and behavioural) and secondary science teachers are in particular demand. I want to work in a professional, respectful environment where the needs of all children are considered a priority and where I feel inspired to do my best. However, I want my vote to reflect the wishes of teachers who will be here over the next 6 (5) years, so very much appreciate your blog and opportunity to read the comments.ReplyDelete Bert SlaterSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:11 AM To vote YES will throw away 12 years of effort, and 2 victories in BC Supreme Court. To vote YES will be to snatch defeat from the jaws of victory. If you vote YES what bargaining power do you think you will have - the government will do nothing, and then what do you think you will do - take job action? PLEASE VOTE NO.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:59 PM Time to show you have a spine!Delete Reply RodSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:06 AM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Cool HandSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 AM Wouldn't a 'No' vote be a vote of no confidence in the BCTF itself?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:02 AM Not at all. It is just a message to the leadership we need to do better. The strength of the union is the members, and we support the leadership by giving them direction through democratic means.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:40 PM I disagree. How else can a recommendation by the EC to vote yes be interpreted? Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:00 PM I am sure people will interpret this both ways, but it is a vote. If it is supposed to be a "Yes", because it might be interpreted one way, then why bother having a vote?Delete Kate TSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:07 AM Yes , it would be. I don't think we could come out much better than this with this government. How will a No obtain that? Christy will be happy, she can declare the BCTF gone and roll out her plan to privatize. Delete Reply David DeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:06 AM A no vote would be a rejection of a the court victories defied by the government and an inadequate deal containing some vague promises that won't meet the needs of teachers or students on class size and other important issues.In Ontario elementary teachers get 200 minutes of prep time per 5 day cycle. I know there is financial hardship, but the union has received close to $2 million in donations from other unions; is there no way of accessing hardship funds? At minimum, vote no and return to work on work to rule with various strike options.ReplyDelete Erica JonesSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:25 AM This article actually makes me so mad. It is NOT better for the kids that they have missed almost all of june and all of september. This is what you signed up for in BC as a teacher. Get on board or GET OUT.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:20 PM Is this really what teachers signed up for? At my high school, each class has about 30 kids, with an average of 17 kids per classroom with an identified learning disability. Our district says that there should be no more than 4 kids per classroom.. How do you expect non-specialist teachers to help each student when over half of them require more resources because of a learning disability? Furthermore, are you generalizing the "better-ness" to all the kids in BC? Because I don't think that it would be better if kids went back considering the learning environment isn't up to par. There are barely any Education Assistants, and support teachers for the multitude of children who need them. While I recognize and appreciate your enthusiasm for education, please realize that the public school system isn't a daycare. Also, please think about your words and the learning environment prior to speaking out. By the way, we're not an autocracy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:08 PM I can understand your frustration! Understand mine! I almost died at 7:30 pm one night returning from teaching a FI split class with several students who did not get enough support or no support at all. The principal expressed to me that he expected me to teach 2 different social studies programs and 2 different science programs. ANYONE I talked to knows that this is impossible to do, especially in French Immersion when kids get no support at home and books are often too hard for students to read. I had to quit my job. I did it for me and did it for the kids. I was like a surgeon who is asked to operate on 5 patients with an old scalpel with 2 inexperienced nurses. Predictably, 4 patients would die and I would be reprimanded! Teachers are put in terrible conditions and kids too. I hope you have the openmind to consider the reality of this honest personal anecdote. I also wish you to understand that this is likely not an isolated incident. What will it take? A kid to commit suicide because he or she is not getitng enough support?Delete Reply hilarySeptember 17, 2014 at 10:29 AM It is incorrect to equate lost funding with what the teachers would have received in grievances. The two are not equivalent. The starting position of the BCTF was $225M, so they never expected $3B to resolve grievances. I'm also interested to know where you get your figures on overcrowded classrooms. A recent Globe and Mail article says that classrooms are, on average, smaller than the caps set in 2002.ReplyDelete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:36 AM The signing bonus should be roughly $2500 each: 105 million divided by 41 thousand.ReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:53 AM It is not that simple. The $105 million is to be allocated by the union. The term "signing bonus" has been crossed off on the signed document. Some of that money may be used to pay union debts. Don't know this but clarification would be useful.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:16 PM Just quoting from the CBC news website, "And finally there are details of $105-million fund to settle grievances stemming from the ongoing court case. The BCTF says that money will be given out as a signing bonus, with specific amount yet to be determined."Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:34 AM I think it would be smart to put at least part of it into your strike fund.Delete Reply WheelsSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:55 AM If the money is used as a signing bonus, it should be based on FTEReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:12 PM Yes I am sure it will be based on FTE. The question is how much of the $105 Million is actually distributed. This is up to the union, and I am told that it is yet to be decided.Delete GuruSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:44 PM And don't forget all the retired teachers who are entitled to a share of it.Delete Reply Geoff OrmeSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:18 PM In another discussion of this someone suggested that under BC Labour Law a no vote means rejection of the proposed deal, and that means the strike continues until either: - the union in question elects to stand down - another tentative deal is presented or - the government imposes a legislated contract. I think the last of these is the most likely, and I believe the legislated contract would be draconian and brutal. What do you think, Tara? Also, I would appreciate your thoughts on Sandy Garossino's comments at https://storify.com/Garossino/should-teachers-accept-the-contractReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:14 PM If this is so, in a few month (likely a couple of years), teachers will win so much more with a Supreme Court judgment! It is possible that the Liberals know that the higher courts are stacked by Liberal judges (that is what happen when judges are chosen, not elected). In any case, a negative settlement (or not a great judgment) will galvinize the public to reform the way the Supreme court judges are being chosen. I doubt that any govn't will want that to happen. A legislated contract will make the LIbs look like sociopaths and dictators.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:47 PM Peter I think you are expecting far too much from the public, many of whom are only paying attention to this matter due to kids being home from school. The public are not remotely this savvy on the political process.Delete Reply IslanderSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:09 PM I am a continuing education teacher. We have it even worse and we are not listened to enough about our poor conditions. Those include no prep time (and we do have to mark and do report cards many times a year sometimes and commonly for 30 students in a class), travelling to different schools with no compensation, and having next to no breaks in between 3 hour classes. I worked for two years with no lunch break and taught 6 hours straight (just 15 min. breaks) to be told, "don't complain since there are others who will do it". We then got 15 min. breaks in between classes. Most of our students are wealthy immigrants, many who try to stay in classes as long as possible since the classes are free. After spending a year in Germany, I realize how better organized it is where the immigrants pay to learn the language on a sliding scale, and have to pay for a student book as well for each class. We do not even have text books, but photocopy so much at tax payers' expense. This is not right. I then teach summer school since we were not on a 12 month continual salary and most of those students are also immigrants (at least 75%). This is also free and it is becoming so common and the new immigrants know this is free babysitting and tutoring. I think one main problem is that we have so many new immigrants in our classes who need ESL like this article states about our inclusion style of education nowadays: http://www.vancouversun.com/life/Shelley+Fralic+trouble+with+schools/10203596/story.html I am honored to be teaching and like my job, but it does get exhausting especially since I need two or three jobs to pay the mortgage that I now no longer have.. back to renting since it all I can afford in this city that has become so expensive. And many don't realize that it is very very difficult to get to full time work as a teacher here. There was a formula that made it take about 10 years to get to f/t (now finally changed). I have been without pay for 3 months, and now had to finally rent a place in anticipation of returning to work, so I have to vote "yes", but please keep the comments coming for what alternatives we have. Maybe we have to just educate the public in a better way than picketing; maybe get out and walk around malls and talk to people and hand out pamphlets on how this liberal government is hurting this. Most Asians (probably just the new who are from such a different system) are already against the teachers since they do not seem to understand what is going on. http://www.vancouversun.com/Business/asia-pacific/Chuck+Chiang+Many+Asian+families+place+blame/10202757/story.htmlReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:17 PM First of all, myn thoughts are with you! I think your ideas about using different strategies is smart. Picketing is not a very good strategy to let people know about things. I think using the membership to flood media comment sections would be more effective. Going to talk to the public might be a good idea along with this, I think. Phone the BCTF and ask for support.Delete Reply Marsha HolleySeptember 17, 2014 at 1:36 PM A teachers wife Vote no you have come to far to back down. It is a -----Y DEAL. ReplyDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:45 PM Ask yourself WHY teachers cannot get 1/2 of the average increase in salary of the private sector? (The Libs will tell you because there are sooooooo many teachers, but I also hear that there are provinces where there is a need for teachers!) TORONTO - A new study says that Canadians, on average, can expect about the same size salary increase next year as in 2014. Human resources consultants Pal Benefits says a survey of 401 organizations, mainly in Ontario, Alberta and British Columbia, projected salary increase for 2015 at an average of 2.79 per cent. That was almost unchanged from the 2.74 per cent average increase projected in last year's survey. Meanwhile, in addition to the average salary increase remaining relatively steady year over year, the survey found that the percentage of employers who plan to freeze salaries appears to have stabilized at eight per cent —in the same percentages as was projected in 2014. Breaking down the numbers further, the survey found the average salary increase anticipated in the engineering, financial services and high technology sectors was three per cent. That compared with an average of 2.5 per cent on the low end for organizations in durable manufacturing. https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.htmlReplyDelete "Mama Rose"September 17, 2014 at 9:12 PM I used to agree with you, Tara, and appreciate you bringing these items to your blog to get us all thinking. But after a very long night and day of research and discussion, I realize I will be voting yes tomorrow. Here is why: I don't care about salary or benefit increases. That is not why I went on strike. I don't care if this tentative deal is not good for teachers. That's not why I went on strike either. For me, the single most important issue is class size and composition. I want to work in a classroom where I have enough time and resources available to me to adequately help all the students I teach. And while it is true that this tentative deal will not change anything in the classrooms right now (or at least most of our classrooms), I realized that we couldn't actually make changes in that area because the issues of cs and c is before the courts. When I made that connection and realized that this round of bargaining was really about a "good enough" agreement regarding wages, then the deal seems, well... good enough. BUT, the best part, is the language the BCTF legal team made around the furture court decision (the re-opener). They have it in writing that if we win the court case (which is likely) and when we have to start bargaining class size and comp again (that is exactly what Justice Susan Griffin said we would have to do) we will be STARTING from the 2002 levels. To make this simple to understand, I explained it to my friends using a number line. With this new language, the BCTF starts the next round of bargaining at say a 50. The government will want us to go to 10 or 15, and we'll compromise and end up maybe 25. But WITHOUT that language, we would have started bargaining at a 10 and only gone down from there. So I do believe it is the best deal possible, it still factors in the biggest issue (from my perspective), we do not lose the important gains of the past, and most importantly, everyone gets to go back to school.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 PM Mam Rose, I appreciate your point of view and your courage. However, let me point out to you and the readers that a decision at the BC supreme court might not turn out the way teachers anticipate. We all know that judges are appointed and who does the appointing? "All justices of the BCSC (including the position of Chief Justice and Associate Chief Justice) are appointed by the federal cabinet, on recommendation of the Minister of Justice. Masters are appointed by the provincial cabinet, on recommendation of the Attorney General in consultation with the Chief Justice." (Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Supreme_Court_of_British_Columbia) Now, I would like to think that all of those people are objective, but they are appointed and we know that there are political appointments. They have a lot of discretion over the laws and judgments. I am willing to bet that the BC Liberals do know this and are betitng the farm (or do they know something we don't know) that the Supreme Courts are stacked against teachers? So, I am not sure if we can count on a WIN if we proceed with the court ruling. I think we would be better to negotiate and negotiate a better deal.Delete Reply retaSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:57 AM Yes...no...yes...no...The last two days have been this. I’ve read so many articles and comments over the past few months and, I can say, I have learned a lot. I know this is not a great deal for teachers right now. I will be voting yes. This is why… 1. The children. Without going into the multiple issues (e.g., grad, post secondary, trades, sports, global education/trips, planned activities, those with varying degrees of special needs, those that need a soft place to land, etc., etc.) the children need to get on with their education. 2. The parents. For many parents, this strike is a financial burden. We do not like to be called baby sitters, but for many living below the poverty line, school is a financial relief. Winter is coming; gas bills will be expensive. 3. Poverty. Remember, BC has the highest child poverty rate in Canada. Schools feed and clothe numerous children. 4. The other systems educators work collaboratively with. MFCD, CYMH, foster parents, group homes, and the multitude of non-profit agencies that support vulnerable children and families are bursting at the seams. We are a part of that team. 5. CUPE. While some have been paid during this strike, that money is coming from districts. It was not provided by the government. And, CUPE is a partner in education - from the bus drivers to the tech dept to custodians to secretaries to EAs and so on. 6. Small Businesses. In our little towns, the school district is the number one employer. There is a direct cause-effect relationship between loss of wage and loss of business. 7. Money. The amount of money that is needed to reverse the erosion of the public education system over numerous years cannot be recouped in one sitting. This agreement is a start. It’s not much but the stage has been set. 8. THE COURT CASE. That is why we were on strike. All the other stuff could have been resolved months ago, but our government was working hard to make the court case go away. Well, it still exists. I consider that the victory. We live to fight another day (as rhetorical as that sounds) AND I hope people actually read the ruling and think critically about how a loss could impact the future of the Charter of Rights, and the power of government to contravene those rights. I am guessing we will vote to ratify as so many fear “what’s next?” from this government. It’s nasty business, and I think legislation would be next. VALUING PUBLIC EDUCATION needs to come from a STRONG, CONSISTENT public voice. If we do ratify the agreement, and those in the profession and public think we've given up, we have not. We’ve been fighting for years. We just haven’t been heard… until now. ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:21 AM I understand your point of view, but sometimes you have to fight to get what you want. This is a VERY bad deal, considering: Other people get on average 2.5% salary increases last year and this year and the next and the rest of us get 1% and must feel happy if we do.? (https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html) THIS DEAL is a horrendously BAD deal for kids/parents as well, of course. We are going to continue to be humiliated and be the laughing stock of many people of this province. After a decade of paycuts, WOW, this is what they are willing to offer! WOW! WOW! WOW!Delete Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:30 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Reply Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:37 PM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:08 PM Let's cross our fingers! I think we need a general strike by all unions if CC legislates teachers back. It is time to put the foot down and tell her and the Liberals that, as in the movie Network,"I am mad as hell and I won't take it anymore!"Delete Reply Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 8:26 PM Needs help on some stats for an online debate Looking for the last 10 or 15 years of contractual salary increases in %. So, 1% for 2001, 0% for 2002,...ReplyDelete Children FirstSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:00 PM Well it's all done now. Really hope the teacher's can find another angle to deal with class size and composition as well as student funding. The government will make sure the coming court case never swings your way no matter what. 2nd most expensive place to live in the the world!!! Wonder why and where the money goes??? ReplyDelete AnonSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 PM I'm an outsider, but have followed closely this whole fiasco and this is a RAW deal. Your union hung you out to dry on this one - taking a really bad deal (clearly no one from the BCTF had rudimentary math skills in their toolbox) and then publicly encouraging to the media that teachers accept the deal....what choice did you have - a no vote would have outraged the public. I could go on and on, but the bottom line, in my opinion, is that your union better get some stronger leaders who are PR and technology savvy. Out with Iker and the rest of those who bargained on your behalf - they just got ......well , we know that happened. Whew, can't even believe how screwed you got, absolutely amazing - nothing meaningful gained in the big picture and only very minor gains for a small group of people, bigger losses for the majority.. Wow - I better stop now. Best of luck. Thanks for all you do for our children. ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ▼  September (9) Reflections on the BC Teacher Strike BC Teacher strike - Lessons learned Response to Sandy Garossino Will the Education Fund improve classroom conditio... Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Class composition: a human rights perspective Class size and composition - a short visual histor... Guest post - I WILL HOLD THE LINE Teachers - let your leadership know it is time to ... ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20140930,www.bcpsea.bc.ca,http://www.bcpsea.bc.ca/bc-teachers/teacher-collective-bargaining/bargaining-archive-2006/Negotiations-with-BCTF.aspx,Negotiations with BCTF  Negotiations with BCTF Global B.C. Morning News – 7:34 AM – June 29, 2006 Transcript Lynn Colliar: Bargaining talks between B.C. teachers and their employer remain stalled despite a looming contract and signing bonus deadline. With more on this story we're joined on the phone with legislative bureau chief Keith Baldrey. Good morning, Keith. Keith Baldrey: Good morning, Lynn. Colliar: So the deadline's tomorrow. What's the latest? Baldrey: Well, the deadline's late tomorrow — tomorrow night at midnight. If the teachers want to get that signing bonus, they have to have an agreement in principle by midnight tomorrow night. And there's a long way to go. The good news is they are continuing to talk and that they have agreed to a number of items to sign off the table or drop them from each other's proposal, and they're really down to…. My understanding is they're down to the salary increase. And of course, the BCTF publicly is still at the 19-percent-over-three-years figure, and the employer is at the 10 percent over four years. That's a huge gap. The BCTF's looking, basically, for 6 percent a year, and the employer's offering 2½ percent a year, if you want to break it down that way. And my understanding is I think the TF has moved a little bit on that, although nothing's been made public yet, but certainly not to the point where they're anywhere near the employer's position. And one of the problems here is the employer doesn't have that big of an incentive to bargain much higher than what they've already got on the table. They get their mandate from the cabinet, and Carole Taylor, the Finance Minister, and others have already let it be known that they expect the settlement to come within the parameters set by the other settlements with public sector unions, which was anywhere from 8 percent over four years to 14 percent over four years, which is what the nurses got. And I think it's the nurses' contract that's the sticking point here. The BCTF, I think, is arguing that they should be treated like nurses. The problem there is that there's a documented shortage of nurses, not only in B.C. but in Canada and the rest of the world, and the employer doesn't disagree with that notion — nobody disagrees with that — but the BCTF has yet to prove its case to anybody that there's a provincewide shortage of teachers, particularly with the decline in enrolment. So they're stuck on that issue. But, you know, there's 48 hours to go, and other labour talks looked seemingly hopeless at this point in time. You know, the two sides can still pull off a miracle here, and maybe that may indeed happen by midnight tomorrow night. Colliar: Now, we say midnight tomorrow night is the deadline. That's the deadline for this signing bonus. So what…? It's $3,700 a teacher, Keith. Is that right? What sort of role does that play in these negotiations? Baldrey: In all the other negotiations that was a huge role from everybody we've talked to in both the unions and employers in other sectors, and it was a prime motivation to get their members the bonus from other union negotiators. It's a significant bonus for people who earn $40,000, $45,000, $50,000 a year. That's a nice chunk of money, and even though it's a one-time payment and doesn't get factored into your collective agreement, it was a pretty nice carrot out there for other unions and was a driving force, I think, behind a lot of successful negotiations. The BCTF has said that they don't think…. Jinny Sims and Irene Lanzinger, the vice-president of the BCTF, have both publicly said they don't think the bonus is as important as getting a good deal and sort of dismissed it as something that's not going to be a driving element here. Unfortunately, though, I don't see how the BCTF's going to be able to achieve the equivalent of that bonus in further bargaining, because it's probably about 5 or 6 percent of a teacher's pay packet, and they're not going to get that at the table. You're not going to be able stick 5 percent onto what the employer's already offering. That's just not there. And I think it may not be as big a role with the negotiating team from the BCTF as it was with the negotiating teams of the other public sector unions last time, which may be bad news for teachers who were looking to spend that bonus on their summer vacation. Colliar: Absolutely. Okay, well, Keith, we'll keep an eye on this, and I know we'll be hearing from you, hopefully, again tomorrow morning on it. Baldrey: Oh, yeah. I'll be here. Back to Media Reports Teachers Overview Teacher Collective Bargaining Teacher Bargaining Bulletins Bargaining Archive 2006 Bargaining Archive 2011 Collective Agreements Collective Agreement Administration Bulletins Workplace Safety Benefits Buying Group Media Facebook Twitter LinkedIn YouTube RSS Feeds Teachers Teachers Support Staff Exempt Staff Publications Learn and Connect Resources About Us Home Members Login Contact Us Sitemap Contact BCPSEA Address: 400-1333 West Broadway, Vancouver BC V6H 4C1 T: 604.730.0739 F: 604.730.0787 EMAIL: contact.us@bcpsea.bc.ca © 2014 BC Public School Employers' Association. Cancellation and Refund Policy | Privacy Policy | Terms and Conditions Vancouver Web Design  by Graphically Speaking)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=18276&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 6, April 2009  Paths to Professional Autonomy A beginning teacher speaks about professional autonomy after spending a year teaching in England By Debra Swain A conversation in the staffroom of my school with beginning teacher Caitlin Kyle, clarified for me why teachers in BC are so adamant about protecting and enhancing their professional autonomy. Kyle spent last year teaching in London, England as a teacher teaching on call. There were many striking differences between her experiences as a pre-service teacher in British Columbia and her year teaching in London schools. She agreed to work with me to write about some of her experiences. The UK National Curriculum is heavily prescriptive. Teachers are expected to follow strict guidelines and to submit detailed lesson plans to their administrators for every subject. While the lesson plans describe step-by-step procedures for delivering the curriculum, Kyle found them limiting and frustrating to deliver. Lessons would usually include a 5-minute introduction, a 15-minute lesson on a concept delivered by the teacher, and 15 to 20 minutes of independent seat work, often from a worksheet provided by the national curriculum. Math lessons followed the same format for every concept. Kyle had been taught to integrate the learning outcomes to meet students’ needs and interests. There was little opportunity for her to exercise this kind of judgment in the UK system. Fortunately, Kyle was contracted for a period of time at a progressive primary school. She described her first-hand experiences with one class where she was able to use her skills in hands-on learning and integrating curriculum as follows: “Retaining professional autonomy is something that I feel very strongly about, particularly because I have taught in a system where it is not as highly valued or respected. My experiences teaching in London, England, for a year, and arriving back to Canada amidst heavy discussion about the disadvantages of FSA testing and how teachers in BC must hold on to their professional autonomy have only strengthened my position on these issues. I have realized how lucky we are in BC to have a curriculum that is left open for some interpretation, and teachers are allowed to teach as they see fit, integrating subjects and topics that interest students and planning for more creative instruction. In many classrooms that I visited while teaching on call in London, the majority of student work was very worksheet-based, heavy on seatwork, and giving students little opportunity for creative thought or hands-on instruction. During my experiences, I had a moment of clarity when teaching a Year 2 science lesson (equivalent to Grade 1 in BC). The class had been learning about electricity, and the task for that day’s science lesson was to create a simple circuit with a battery, two wires, and a light bulb. I feel passionately about hands-on instruction and allowing students to learn by doing, so that day I decided I would take a risk. Rather than going to the normal method of instruction I had observed in many schools where the teacher demonstrates and students copy, I decided to give students the materials and let them figure it out for themselves. I placed students in pairs, handed out equipment, and explained that they needed to figure out how to light up the light bulb. Student reaction was overwhelmingly positive. My class was transformed. I watched as every single student was extremely engaged in the task at hand, and suddenly there were little to no classroom management problems and I was free to circulate the room and observe the students working. Rather than passively receiving information or copying a teacher demonstrating, my students were learning by discovering things for themselves. No one became frustrated because they couldn’t figure it out. All students stuck to their task and allowed natural curiosity to take over. This was an incredible first-hand experience of how professional autonomy, allowing for more creative instruction, can be a tremendous factor in student success. However, I was lucky because the school I was teaching in at the time was one where creative planning and instruction were not only valued by the teachers, but also appreciated by administration. I also implemented these strategies while teaching a unit on Canada that my class presented at an assembly. This allowed me to not only teach a subject I was comfortable with and passionate about, but also allowed my students to learn about a topic that they wouldn’t otherwise. By integrating subjects, I found a place for it in the curriculum, and creatively planned a successful unit. While my experience at this particular school was very positive, I have also seen the tremendously negative affects of professional autonomy being taken away from teachers. It was frustrating to teach in a system where curriculum was forced upon teachers and where students become less engaged with resulting lower achievement. I sincerely hope that in BC we never get that far.” Kyle and I spoke of many other differences between the BC and UK education systems. We both believe that the BC education system is superior in many ways and that there is much to protect. The BCTF works to defend teachers’ professional autonomy so that we can continue to teach to our students interests and needs, while meeting the prescribed learning outcomes. As a profession, we need to work together to ensure our views are heard on the issues of prescriptive curriculum and high-stakes testing. Our students deserve an education system that is responsive to their needs and interests, and that will prepare them for what ever future lies ahead. Debra Swain is a member of the BCTF Program for Quality Teaching and Teacher Inquiry Committee and a learning support teacher at Sundance Elementary, Victoria. Caitlin Kyle is a teacher teaching on call, Victoria.)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/blogs/research.aspx?id=31863&blogid=7524,BCTF Blogs > Research  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources Home > Social Media > Research Blog Search this blog: BCTF Information Services—Research & Reports Provides summaries and links to new reports and studies in the fields of education, labour, and social sciences. Recent Additions to the Information Services Research Files - January 2014 Permanent link   All Posts   Charter Schools Wei, X., Patel, D., & Young, V.M. (2014). Opening the 'black box': Organizational differences between charter schools and traditional public schools. Educational Policy Analysis Archives, 22(3). Education - Social & Economic Returns Frenette, M. (2014). The long-term labour market premiums associated with a terminal high school diploma. Analytical Studies Branch Research Paper Series. Ottawa: Statistics Canada. Educational Indicators - Canadian & Provincial Statistics Canada and the Council of Ministers of Education, Canada. (2014). Education indicators in Canada: An international perspective.  Educational Indicators - International Stewart, W. (2013, Dec. 6). How Pisa came to rule the world. Times Educational Supplement. Homophobia/Heterosexism - Youth Saewyc, E.M., Konishi, C., Rose, H.A., & Homma, Y. (2014). School-based strategies to reduce suicidal ideation, suicide attempts, and discrimination among sexual minority and heterosexual adolescents in Western Canada. International Journal of Child, Youth and Family Studies, 5(1): 89-112. Kindergarten Bassok, D., & Rorem, A. (2014). Working paper: Is kindergarten the new first grade? The changing nature of kindergarten in the age of accountability. EdPolicyWorks, University of Virginia. Merit Pay Glazerman, S.A., et al. (2013). Transfer incentives for high-performing teachers: Final results from a multisite experiment (NCEE 2014-4003). Washington, D.C.: National Center for Education Evaluation and Regional Assistance, Institute of Education Sciences, U.S. Department of Education. Gratz, D.B. (2014). Review of Transfer incentives for high-performing teachers. Boulder, CO: National Education Policy Center. Maharaj, S. (2014). Effective management of human capital in schools: Recommendations to strengthen the teaching profession. Canadian Council of Chief Executives. Privatization - Virtual/Online Schooling Bedortha, D. (2014, Jan. 6). 15 months in virtual charter hell: A teacher's tale. Living in Dialogue [Education Week blog]. Bottari, M. (2013, Oct. 3). Cyber schools fleece taxpayers for phantom students and failing grades. Truthout. Tilson, W. (2013). An analysis of K12 (LRN) and why it is my largest short position. Kase Capital. [slide presentation] School Libraries/Librarians Wolf, M.A., Jones, R., & Gilbert, D. (2014). Leading in and beyond the library. Washington, D.C.: Alliance for Excellent Education. Sex Differences Franz-Odendaal, T., et al. (2014). Career choices and influencers in science, technology, engineering and math: An analysis of the Maritime provinces. WISEatlantic Survey - Executive Report. Women in Science and Engineering, NSERC Chair for Women in Science & Engineering, Mount Saint Vincent University. Teacher Certification Heilig, J.V., & Jez, S.J. (2014). Teach for America: A return to the evidence. Boulder, CO: National Education Policy Center. Teacher Unions Wintour, N. (2013). Study on trends in freedom of association and collective bargaining in the education sector since the financial crisis: 2008-2013. Education International. Last Edited by BCTF Info. Services at 31/01/2014 1:33 PM Leave a comment Name * Email * Homepage Comment << September 2014 >> Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat   1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30         Blogroll On Education: Schools for a Civil Society B.C. Education Report (Tracy Sherlock, Vancouver Sun) The Hook/Education Teacher Solidarity UBC Educational Studies blog Where the Blog has No Name Archive April 2014 March 2014 January 2014 December 2013 November 2013 October 2013 September 2013 August 2013 June 2013 May 2013 April 2013 March 2013 December 2012 September 2012 August 2012 November 2011 September 2011 April 2011 March 2011 February 2011 January 2011 December 2010 November 2010 October 2010 September 2010 August 2010 July 2010 June 2010 May 2010 April 2010 March 2010 January 2010 December 2009 November 2009 October 2009 September 2009 Subjects Education Labour Social Sciences Recent Posts Recent Additions to the Information Services Research Files - April 2014 Recent Additions to the Information Services Research Files - March 2014 Recent Additions to the Information Services Research Files - February 2014 Recent Additions to the Information Services Research Files - January 2014 Recent Additions to the Information Services Research Files - December 2013 If you are experiencing technical difficulties, please contact the webmanager@bctf.ca. About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "RT @nationalpost: Tories' temporary foreign worker overhaul is 'tragically misdirected': Christy Clark http://t.co/EV5YPyV9lC" @John_Yap - 02:49pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141006,globalnews.ca,http://globalnews.ca/gnca-ajax/sc-most-popular/%7B%7D/,Most Popular - Globalnews.ca How does Ebola spread? 5 things you need to know 17958 Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released 9957 Accused Madeleine McCann Twitter troll found dead 9216 Ebola: 5 reasons why an outbreak is highly unlikely in Canada 5718 UPDATE: What’s the best, cheapest Canadian cellphone plan out there? 5633)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/SocialJustice.aspx?id=21350,BCTF > Antiracism workshops  	BCTF Social Justice  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources   For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Social Justice > Issues > Antiracism Racism Workshops Free BCTF workshops about racism The following workshops are free professional development opportunities for teachers and schools. It is recommended that schools book these workshops two to three weeks in advance of the anticipated date on which they will occur. All workshops are three hours in length. To request a workshop, use the Faxback Workshop Request Form . Include alternate dates, if any. You may also contact Michele Hope in the Training Department at 604-871-1860, or 1-800-663-9163 local 1860. Socializing justice—Taking action on racism  This workshop examines the realities of racism today in Canada. By making connections from the past to the present, the workshop attempts to challenge the notion that Canada, despite its official recognition of multiculturalism, has addressed and eliminated racism. It provides some youth perspectives on racism in schools and its impact. It also examines the concept of privilege in society and how the legacy of our colonial past has shaped our present. Strategies will also be discussed as to how to interrupt and disrupt racism in society—classroom, school, and community. Participants will leave this interactive workshop with materials that they can use in their own classrooms as well as an opportunity to self-reflect. Bafa Bafa (Cross-cultural simulation game)  Participants experience what it is like to live and cope in another culture. After the simulation, presenters will facilitate a discussion with the participants on what assumptions or perceptions they made, and the behavior they witnessed about one another’s culture. Analysis of common ground and barriers between cultures will be explored. Other similar games and classroom activities will be provided in a handout package. Responding to Racism through ART and Ally-building This is a skills-based workshop on effectively responding to discriminatory remarks and incidents of racism, sexism, and homophobia. Based on the antidiscrimination response training (ART) program developed by Dr. F. Ishu Ishiyama (UBC), and Dr. Vikki Reynold’s ally-building model, it is a powerful, practical way to promote awareness, empathy, and develop the skills to fight discrimination. Strategies for Discussing Controversial Issues This workshop is designed for teachers to expand and enhance their teaching strategies for dealing with social justice issues in the classroom. These practical activities which can be used throughout the curriculum will assist teachers in creating and promoting a safe and caring environment for all. About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20170418,bctf.ca,http://bctf.ca/history/rooms/PensionsTimeline.aspx?id=43496,BCTF Online Museum > Pensions Room  Welcome Rooms Collections Resources Search Menu Rooms  >  Pensions 1919 BCTF motion 1921 CSPA 1929 First TPA 1940 Pensions reduced 1941 New TPA 1941 View of TPP 1948 to 1961 1961 Another new Act 1966 CPP introduced 1968 Pension improvements 1971 First province-wide strike 1974–78 Indexing introduced 1975 View of TPP 1980 Indexing 1992–2000 Some tweaking 2000 View of TPP 2000–2001 Joint trusteeship Summary Responsible investing Investment returns TPP contributions Current trends Indexing provisions Toggle timeline Just a few comments about responsible investing (RI) These are a few of the most common ways to implement responsible investing. All the Boards do the investing together through pooled funds. Therefore responsible investing decisions are made by consensus of all the Boards. After Joint Trusteeship bcIMC lead the discussion of this issue. Boards decided to use engagement and proxy voting Boards decided not to use divestment with one exception – landmines and cluster bombs bcIMC added environmental, social and governance factors included in investment decisions, and continues to enhance RI considerations and processes Concerned members in all the Plans have continued to push the Boards and bcIMC to look for more ways to have a positive environmental, social, and governance impact in the capital markets. © 201617 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy.)
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(20141007,www.reddit.com,http://www.reddit.com/user/roflazers,overview for roflazers jump to content my subreddits announcementsArtAskRedditaskscienceawwblogbookscreepydataisbeautifulDIYDocumentariesEarthPornexplainlikeimfiveFitnessfoodfunnyFuturologygadgetsgamingGetMotivatedgifshistoryIAmAInternetIsBeautifulJokesLifeProTipslistentothismildlyinterestingmoviesMusicnewsnosleepnottheonionOldSchoolCoolpersonalfinancephilosophyphotoshopbattlespicsscienceShowerthoughtsspacesportstelevisiontifutodayilearnedTwoXChromosomesUpliftingNewsvideosworldnewsWritingPromptsedit subscriptions front -all -random |  IAmA -videos -explainlikeimfive -space -television -books -AskReddit -Fitness -Documentaries -aww -listentothis -creepy -history -askscience -dataisbeautiful -Futurology -DIY -LifeProTips -pics -UpliftingNews -EarthPorn -gaming -Art -photoshopbattles -Music -news -mildlyinteresting -todayilearned -philosophy -InternetIsBeautiful -food -Jokes -tifu -science -nosleep -nottheonion -sports -TwoXChromosomes -worldnews -funny -personalfinance -movies -GetMotivated -OldSchoolCool -gadgets -WritingPrompts -gifs -Showerthoughtsmore » reddit.com roflazers overview comments submitted gilded want to join? login or register in seconds| English roflazers701 link karma 215 comment karma send messageredditor for 2 years what's this? TROPHY CASE Two-Year Club Team Periwinkle Verified Email remember mereset password login daily reddit gold goal 54% help support reddit reddit gold gives you extra features and helps keep our servers running. We believe the more reddit can be user-supported, the freer we will be to make reddit the best it can be. Buy gold for yourself to gain access to extra features and special benefits. A month of gold pays for 231.26 minutes of reddit server time! Give gold to thank exemplary people and encourage them to post more. This daily goal updates every 10 minutes and is reset at midnight Pacific Time (12 hours, 22 minutes from now). Yesterday's reddit gold goal 94% reddit is a website about everything powered by community, democracy, and you.learn more › sorted by: new hotnewtopcontroversial 0 1 2 IT HAPPENED (imgur.com) submitted 2 months ago by roflazers to /r/runescape 1 comment sharecancel loading... 7 Types of Girls in Vancouver by DOVahKiiN7in videos [–]roflazers 0 points1 point2 points 2 months ago (0 children) I live in Richmond. Can confirm. permalink context full comments (12) 10 11 12 B.C. teachers vote to escalate job action to full-scale strike (globalnews.ca) submitted 3 months ago by roflazers to /r/vancouver 4 comments sharecancel loading... 47 48 49 B.C. teachers to continue rotating strikes next week (bc.ctvnews.ca) submitted 4 months ago by roflazers to /r/vancouver 107 comments sharecancel loading... [H] CS GO [W] CS GO Keys by [deleted]in SteamGameSwap [–]roflazers 0 points1 point2 points 4 months ago (0 children) Hey, I'm interested in trading for a CS:GO copy. permalink context full comments (11) I [M13] have a huge crush on a [F14] girl and I am afraid of making a move. by [deleted]in teenrelationships [–]roflazers 0 points1 point2 points 5 months ago (0 children) mm i would personally just wait till afterwards and just say that it was really fun and that you guys shouls go again. permalink context full comments (7) What do you find yourself always saying? by cdfjr4in AskReddit [–]roflazers 1 point2 points3 points 7 months ago (0 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on "yeah dude" permalink context full comments (16) 0 0 0 A Message From The Formerly Popular Kids In Your High School (digg.com) submitted 7 months ago by roflazers to /r/videos 4 comments sharecancel sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on loading... 483 484 485 Play as if you are the prophet! (proreligion.com) submitted 1 year ago by roflazers to /r/WTF NSFW 84 comments sharecancel sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on loading... 178 179 180 Chinese Boy urinates in a garbage can at Richmond Centre. (vancitybuzz.com) submitted 1 year ago by roflazers to /r/vancouver 291 comments sharecancel sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on loading... A bunch of super minions started spawning 3 minutes into the game.. Everyone was lagging. This is the result. by roflazersin leagueoflegends [–]roflazers[S] 0 points1 point2 points 1 year ago (0 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on The thing is we all had 2000 ping so we couldn't even autoattack and was really hard to move. There were no team fights this game only really really small skirmishes that relied on luck. permalink context full comments (13) A bunch of super minions started spawning 3 minutes into the game.. Everyone was lagging. This is the result. by roflazersin leagueoflegends [–]roflazers[S] -3 points-2 points-1 points 1 year ago (0 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on because he was the most suspicious of them all. He talked in all caps all game and had most cs + first blood + highest level. permalink context full comments (13) A bunch of super minions started spawning 3 minutes into the game.. Everyone was lagging. This is the result. by roflazersin leagueoflegends [–]roflazers[S] 1 point2 points3 points 1 year ago (0 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on This is the photo from my duo-partner's facebook page for an in game picture. https://fbcdn-sphotos-d-a.akamaihd.net/hphotos-ak-prn2/9065_10200309429115498_2039890333_n.jpg permalink context full comments (13) 8 9 10 A bunch of super minions started spawning 3 minutes into the game.. Everyone was lagging. This is the result. (imgur.com) submitted 1 year ago by roflazers to /r/leagueoflegends 13 comments sharecancel sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on loading... Dear summoners, mind posting your favorite champion and your favorite skin? For exactly 5 days from now I will make a pie chart with the results. I think im not the only one curious what are the most favorited champions and skins in this subreddit! GO! by iCriticalin leagueoflegends [–]roflazers 0 points1 point2 points 1 year ago (0 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on Frosted Ezreal. And Ezreal. I have all ezreal skins except tpa, fifa and explorer ): permalink context full comments (1324) [Spoiler] All Stars - Day 1 | All Stars LCS Event | Live Update/Discussion Thread by LCSReporterin leagueoflegends [–]roflazers 0 points1 point2 points 1 year ago (0 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on I creamed my pants on that first blood. My. Pants. Are. Done. permalink context full comments (5666) My girlfriend is in love with a unavailable man. What should i do? by [deleted]in AskMen [–]roflazers 0 points1 point2 points 1 year ago (0 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on Drop her like shes hot permalink context full comments (278) What one line would you have on your tombstone? by NovemberReleasedin AskReddit [–]roflazers 0 points1 point2 points 1 year ago (0 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on Different animal, Same beast permalink context full comments (842) What is the most cliche phrase you hate? by roflazersin AskReddit [–]roflazers[S] 1 point2 points3 points 1 year ago (0 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on No matter what happens, it could be worst. You could be dead. It doesn't really help solve anything. permalink context full comments (29) What is the most cliche phrase you hate? by roflazersin AskReddit [–]roflazers[S] 0 points1 point2 points 1 year ago (0 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on Pretty sure that the ugly kids say that too so it makes you look bad if you are quote on quote "shallow" permalink context full comments (29) What is the most cliche phrase you hate? by roflazersin AskReddit [–]roflazers[S] 0 points1 point2 points 1 year ago (0 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on This is bullshit for anyone who says it. Most of us men prefer looks over personality when they first see someone. permalink context full comments (29) What is the most cliche phrase you hate? by roflazersin AskReddit [–]roflazers[S] 0 points1 point2 points 1 year ago (0 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on This! It's kind of like they aren't listening to what you have to say in the end and say "I understand" so that they already know what you're going through so you don't have to say it. permalink context full comments (29) What is the most cliche phrase you hate? by roflazersin AskReddit [–]roflazers[S] 0 points1 point2 points 1 year ago (0 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on But there will always be that Nemo :(. permalink context full comments (29) What is the most cliche phrase you hate? by roflazersin AskReddit [–]roflazers[S] 0 points1 point2 points 1 year ago (0 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on It's like a slap in the face. permalink context full comments (29) 0 0 1 What is the most cliche phrase you hate? (self.AskReddit) submitted 1 year ago by roflazers to /r/AskReddit 29 comments sharecancel sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on loading... view more: next › about blog about team source code advertise jobs help wiki FAQ reddiquette rules contact us tools mobile firefox extension chrome extension buttons widget <3 reddit gold store redditgifts reddit AMA app reddit.tv radio reddit Use of this site constitutes acceptance of our User Agreement and Privacy Policy. © 2014 reddit inc. All rights reserved. REDDIT and the ALIEN Logo are registered trademarks of reddit inc. close this window you'll need to login or register to do that create a new account all it takes is a username and password privacy philosophy we limit data collected about you and your use of the platform, your personal information is never for sale, we use and disclose information to prevent people from abusing the platform, but we never disclose it for any other reason unless required by law. for more information, see our privacy policy. username:try anotheravailable! account recovery email:  (optional)we only send email at your request password: verify password: remember me create account is it really that easy? only one way to find out... login already have an account and just want to login? username: password: remember me recover password login close this window interface language English [en]العربية [ar]Беларуская мова [be]български език [bg]Bosanski [bs]català [ca]česky [cs]dansk [da]Deutsch [de]Ελληνικά [el]English (Australia) [en-au]English (Canadian) [en-ca]English (Great Britain) [en-gb]English [en-us]Esperanto [eo]español [es]español [es-ar]eesti keel [et]Euskara [eu]فارسی [fa]suomi [fi]français [fr]Gàidhlig [gd]עברית [he]मानक हिन्दी [hi]hrvatski [hr]Magyar [hu]Հայերեն լեզու [hy]Bahasa Indonesia [id]íslenska [is] (*)italiano (Italy) [it]日本語 [ja]ಕನ್ನಡ [kn_IN]한국어 [ko]Latin [la]1337 [leet]LOL [lol]lietuvių kalba [lt]latviešu valoda [lv]Nederlands [nl]Nynorsk [nn]Norsk [no]Arrrrrrrr! [pir]polski [pl]português [pt] (*)português [pt-pt]português brasileiro [pt_BR]română [ro]русский [ru]slovenčina [sk]slovenščina [sl]српски језик [sr]Srpski [sr-la]Svenska [sv]தமிழ் [ta]ภาษาไทย [th]Türkçe [tr]українська мова [uk]Tiếng Việt [vi]中文 [zh] (*) incomplete volunteer to translate π Rendered by PID 20736 on app-202 at 2014-10-07 19:37:57.028808+00:00 running 143b6e5 country code: US.)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=27128&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 7, May/June 2012   The assault on public education By Noam Chomsky  Public education is under attack around the world, and in response, student protests have recently been held in Britain, Canada, Chile, Taiwan. and elsewhere. California is also a battleground. The Los Angeles Times reports on another chapter in the campaign to destroy what had been the greatest public higher education system in the world: “California State University officials announced plans to freeze enrollment next spring at most campuses and to wait-list all applicants the following fall pending the outcome of a proposed tax initiative on the November ballot.” Similar defunding is under way nationwide. “In most states,” The New York Times reports, “it is now tuition payments, not state appropriations, that cover most of the budget,” so that “the era of affordable four-year public universities, heavily subsidized by the state, may be over.” Community colleges increasingly face similar prospects—and the shortfalls extend to Grades K–12. “There has been a shift from the belief that we as a nation benefit from higher education, to a belief that it’s the people receiving the education who primarily benefit and so they should foot the bill,” concludes Ronald G. Ehrenberg, a trustee of the State University system of New York and director of the Cornell Higher Education Research Institute. A more accurate description, I think, is “Failure by Design,” the title of a recent study by the Economic Policy Institute, which has long been a major source of reliable information and analysis on the state of the economy. The EPI study reviews the consequences of the transformation of the economy a generation ago from domestic production to financialization and offshoring. By design; there have always been alternatives. One primary justification for the design is what Nobel laureate Joseph Stiglitz called the “religion” that “markets lead to efficient outcomes,” which was recently dealt yet another crushing blow by the collapse of the housing bubble that was ignored on doctrinal grounds, triggering the current financial crisis. Claims are also made about the alleged benefits of the radical expansion of financial institutions since the 1970s. A more convincing description was provided by Martin Wolf, senior economic correspondent for The Financial Times: “An out-of-control financial sector is eating out the modern market economy from inside, just as the larva of the spider wasp eats out the host in which it has been laid.” The EPI study observes that the “Failure of Design” is class-based. For the designers, it has been a stunning success, as revealed by the astonishing concentration of wealth in the top 1%, in fact the top 0.1%, while the majority has been reduced to virtual stagnation or decline. In short, when they have the opportunity, “the Masters of Mankind” pursue their “vile maxim â (euro) [all for ourselves and nothing for other people,” as Adam Smith explained long ago. Mass public education is one of the great achievements of American society. It has had many dimensions. One purpose was to prepare independent farmers for life as wage labourers who would tolerate what they regarded as virtual slavery. The coercive element did not pass without notice. Ralph Waldo Emerson observed that political leaders call for popular education because they fear that “This country is filling up with thousands and millions of voters, and you must educate them to keep them from our throats.” But educated the right way: Limit their perspectives and understanding, discourage free and independent thought, and train them for obedience. The vile maxim and its implementation have regularly called forth resistance, which in turn evokes the same fears among the elite. Forty years ago there was deep concern that the population was breaking free of apathy and obedience. At the liberal internationalist extreme, the Trilateral Commission—the nongovernmental policy group from which the Carter administration was largely drawn—issued stern warnings in 1975 that there is too much democracy, in part due to the failures of the institutions responsible for “the indoctrination of the young.” On the right, an important 1971 memorandum by Lewis Powell, directed to the US Chamber of Commerce, the main business lobby, wailed that radicals were taking over everything —universities, media, government, etc.—and called on the business community to use its economic power to reverse the attack on our prized way of life, which he knew well. As a lobbyist for the tobacco industry, he was quite familiar with the workings of the nanny state for the rich that he called “the free market.” Since then, many measures have been taken to restore discipline. One is the crusade for privatization, placing control in reliable hands. Another is sharp increases in tuition, up nearly 600% since 1980. These produce a higher education system with “far more economic stratification than is true of any other country,” according to Jane Wellman, former director of the Delta Cost Project, which monitors these issues. Tuition increases trap students into long-term debt and hence subordination to private power. Justifications are offered on economic grounds, but are singularly unconvincing. In countries rich to poor, including Mexico next door, tuition remains free or nominal. That was true as well in the United States itself when it was a much poorer country after World War II and huge numbers of students were able to enter college under the GI bill—a factor in uniquely high economic growth, even putting aside the significance in improving lives. Another device is the corporatization of the universities. That has led to a dramatic increase in layers of administration, often professional instead of drawn from the faculty as before; and to imposition of a business culture of “efficiency”—an ideological notion, not just an economic one. One illustration is the decision of state colleges to eliminate programs in nursing, engineering, and computer science, because they are costly, and happen to be the professions where there is a labour shortage, as The New York Times reports. The decision harms the society but conforms to the business ideology of short-term gain without regard for human consequences, in accord with the vile maxim. Some of the most insidious effects are on teaching and monitoring. The Enlightenment ideal of education was captured in the image of education as laying down a string that students follow in their own ways, developing their creativity and independence of mind. The alternative, to be rejected, is the image of pouring water into a vessel—and a very leaky one, as all of us know from experience. The latter approach includes teaching to test and other mechanisms that destroy students’ interest and seek to fit them into a mold, easily controlled. All too familiar today. Noam Chomsky is emeritus professor of linguistics and philosophy at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology in Cambridge, Mass.  Reprinted with permission. New York Times, Op-ed, April 4, 2012. Noam Chomsky’s new book, Making the Future: Occupations, Interventions, Empire and Resistance, is a collection of his columns for The New York Times Syndicate.))
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=25448&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > March 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 5, March 2012   dÈ-jý vu  By Jennie Boulanger   I wrote this letter in June 1993 and it was published in the local papers. I marvel that the same letter applies right now!  We don’t seem to be getting through to you. Teachers in this province are concerned for our students. We need smaller class sizes and extra help when kids with special needs are integrated among the other 30 students in our class. Hey, but you probably haven’t been a student in our classrooms for a while now. Allow me to paint a more relevant picture for you. There’s a new restaurant in the neighbourhood, and you decide to try it out for dinner. The waitress is slow in getting to you, but she seems pleasant enough and explains that due to lack of funds, the manager has given each server a larger amount of tables to service than is optimal. You order your dinner and observe other customers while you are waiting. The gentleman next to you seems a little confused. When the waitress arrives he tells her in halting English that he cannot read the menu. She patiently reads it out to him, explaining each entry, makes some recommendations, and then takes his order. The woman across from you calls the waitress over and explains that she is a diabetic and her companion has anaphylactic reactions to foods containing nuts. She asks for advice on what to order. The waitress needs to check with the cook about this, and lets the woman know that it may take a little while, as the cook has no kitchen help, due to lack of funds, and is very busy. You notice that at another table, a mentally handicapped customer is having some difficulties and has dropped all of his utensils several times. Each time, the waitress patiently arrives with some new cutlery to replace the soiled ones. Suddenly, a woman in the far corner, who has been drinking quite heavily, begins shouting loudly and makes threatening gestures to surrounding customers. The waitress quickly walks over to assist the waiter in that section to calm the customer. On the way, she must explain to a disgruntled customer, waiting for service in her own section, that due to lack of funds a bouncer has not been hired, so it is necessary for the staff to assist each other whenever violent situations arise. Your meal finally arrives. It is of satisfactory quality, and to your amazement, the waitress has managed to get your meal to you still steaming hot. You are perturbed that you had to wait such a long time, but can empathize with your waitress’ situation. Throughout her hectic shift, she has maintained a calm, patient, caring, and under-standing exterior. You tip her well, but know that you will never return to this eating establishment again. Now let’s bring this back to the classroom. You represent an “average” student. The diabetic and the anaphylactic customers represent “special needs” students, perhaps severely learning disabled or physically disabled. The mentally handicapped customer represents an “educable mentally handicapped student.” The belligerent, potentially violent customer, represents a “severe behaviour disorder” student who is a potentially violent customer. The man with halting English represents one of many “English as a Second Language” students (ESL). The servers in this restaurant are teachers, and the cook’s helpers, bouncers, bussers, and hosts are the support personnel for those teachers (counselors, tutors, learning assistance teachers, ESL teachers, etc.). You are lucky. You can choose not to return to this restaurant. Think about the kids. They have no choice. Think about the teachers. Please try to understand. We are not complaining without just cause. We just want a better learning/teaching environment for our students, and yes, for ourselves. The teachers who are not settling their contracts feel strongly that money needs to be directed toward their concerns, and that the money should not come out of their own salaries. Think about it. If you work really hard to make your customers happy, and more customers arrive, should your manager expect you to contribute your tips/wages to hire more staff?  Jennie Boulanger, Burnaby teacher and ex-waitress  )
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13166&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 1999 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 11, Number 6, April 1999 Laughter does more than crack you up by Karen Kilbride The Surrey Wellness initiative is no laughing matter, but laughter and fun are a definite and planned part of the program. David Granirer, a professional counsellor and comedian, was the presenter at a recent Wellness Site Reps meeting for Surrey School Board employees. He delivered his serious message about preventing workplace burnout and stress-related illnesses in a most fun way, with stand-up comedy, rubber chickens, balloons, prizes and candy, and “barrels of laughter.” Medical science has proven that laughter in the workplace is good for productivity and workers’ health. The old adage “No pain, no gain” is not true. Laughter is not a distraction from getting the real work done but is a happy, healthy way to increase workers’ wellness, satisfaction, and productivity. Schools need healthy staff members to meet the demands of students, technology, and curriculum. Happy schools are places where teachers, students, and parents want to be. Laughter helps create the comfortable environment essential for students to learn and for teachers to do their best teaching. Laughter: • burns off calories • relaxes your muscles • lowers your blood pressure • oxygenates your body, thereby boosting your energy level • stimulates the release of endorphins, your body’s natural pain-killers • works out your cardiovascular, respiratory, and all other major internal systems • stimulates your immune system, offsetting the immunosuppressive effects of stress. Why do we all enjoy Fridays at school? We enjoy the prospect of a relaxing weekend, but we also give ourselves permission to relax and enjoy more fun social interactions in our class and in the staffroom. How many school staffs plan to hold their special luncheons, staff birthday cakes, and student recognition assemblies on Fridays? How many classroom teachers tell their students that they must wait for Friday to play their favourite math game, to earn that extra period in the gym, or to go outside for art? Why don’t we choose to enjoy these activities on Monday or Tuesday or Wednesday or Thursday? Lightening up is a personal choice. David Granirer believes that it is important to connect with the laughing, joyful part of ourselves. We can choose our behaviour and our thinking, and thereby manage what we experience in our bodies. Laughter is like any other new skill, the more you practise, the more natural it becomes. Research also says that faked laughter is just as good for the body as the real thing. Your head can tell the difference, but your body cannot. So on those tougher days when you normally wouldn’t choose to laugh, try using humour in your teaching repertoire and see if your tension headache is fooled into disappearing. The Surrey Wellness Project is funded by the Surrey School Board and all employee groups. Each work site has a wellness rep, and training sessions are held two or three times a year. Schools are encouraged to promote wellness as a professional development activity and to include all staff in wellness activities. Karen Kilbride teaches at Kennedy Trail Elementary School, and is a member of the Surrey District Wellness Committee.)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2011/10/bcpseas-hypocritical-application-to-lrb.html?showComment=1319687259630,Staffroom Confidential: BCPSEA's hypocritical application to LRB over BC teachers wages Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Wednesday, October 26, 2011 BCPSEA's hypocritical application to LRB over BC teachers wages The BC Public School Employer's Association (BCPSEA) is making an application this afternoon to the Labour Relations Board on behalf of BC School Trustees. The application seeks to charge the teachers' union, the BC Teachers Federation, for a portion of teacher salaries during the current job action. Apparently they are asking for 5 - 20% of teachers wages. The hypocrisy is mind boggling. Let's consider the facts. Teachers are not attending a monthly staff meeting. They are not completing formal report cards three times per year. In some districts, they are not doing outdoor supervision during recess and lunch. They are doing all tasks in relation to teaching including lesson preparation, instruction, marking and assessment. They are continuing to communicate with parents on all aspects of student learning. They are continuing to organize field trips. They are continuing extra-curricular activities. Most teachers report that the small amount of time not spent in meetings or doing paperwork is now being spent on enhanced lesson preparation, increased individual time with students, and more assessment. No teacher I know of is working fewer hours. Meanwhile, in 2002 the BC Liberals unilaterally and illegally stripped teachers' collective agreement of class size and class composition limits. As a result, most teachers workloads increased. Increased class sizes lead to direct increases in workload. There is more marking, more assessing, more reporting, more parent contact. Increased class composition also leads to direct increases in workload. A student with an Individual Education Plan requires individualized lessons. This can be a major increase in workload where teachers have many such students in their class(es). When teachers negotiated provincial class size limits, they gave up salary. A three year agreement was reached with 0%, 0%, and 2%. In exchange, the limits ensured reasonable workloads for teachers as well as improved learning conditions for students. When these limits were stripped, there was no corresponding increase in pay. Teachers simply lost. The lost salary has meant BC teachers are now eighth in Canada. And teachers report working an average of 49 hours per week, with one tenth of teachers working 60 hours or more. There is no extra pay for these extra hours of work. The BC Supreme Court found the contract stripping was illegal. The government has been forced to enter discussions with the BCTF to address their actions. So far, the government has insisted that there will be ZERO compensation for teachers for the effects of the illegal legislation. So for ten years teachers have been working for significantly longer hours for lower salaries. And now, after two months of extremely limited job action, that same government (via its employer's agent) wants 20% of our wages. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 11:04 AM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 6 comments: AnonymousOctober 26, 2011 at 11:39 AM I think it would be more correct to say that BCPSEA is rumoured to be applying to the LRB. Difference between fact and fear mongering... :)ReplyDelete Tara EhrckeOctober 26, 2011 at 11:44 AM This is not a rumour. BCPSEA tweeted their intention to file publicly. Here are the relevant tweets from BCPSEA, which you can see publicly here: http://twitter.com/#!/BCPSEA BCPSEA We have filed an application with the LRB to request: 1) #bctf members prep & distribute report cards #bced #bcpoli 2) require #bctf to reimburse school districts for salary and benefit costs associated with the strike activity. #bced #bcpoli BCPSEA Correction: We will file application with the LRB this afternoon. #bced #bcpoliReplyDelete alientocanadaOctober 26, 2011 at 12:17 PM Dear Tara, You have an excellent grasp on the situation and I love the way you express our plight!!! More power to the people! That is not Alien!!!ReplyDelete BrittOctober 26, 2011 at 8:47 PM I love reading your blog, Tara. Victoria teachers are very fortunate to have such well-informed/well-spoken/well-written local president such as yourself!ReplyDelete DeannaOctober 27, 2011 at 4:39 PM Thank you for all of your thoughtful and thorough blogs on teachers issues Tara! We are so lucky to have such a strong GVTA that represents what is really happening in Victoria schools and around the province. It saddens me to no end to continue to hear the lies in the media about what students and teachers are faced with in the classroom. I hope that people are looking into both sides of the story before making any judgements. We are an educated and reasonable body of professionals who deserve to be bargained with respectfully and fairly. We are doing our best in schools with what we have but I expect that this government will be eating its words (it already has after the recent Supreme Court ruling) down the road as we see the consequences of such indignant behaviour unfold. I encourage everyone to stay informed and TALK TO A TEACHER about what is really happening!ReplyDelete DarylOctober 28, 2011 at 1:11 AM Wow, I've just returned home and it's almost 8:00 pm. I had parents visit me to discuss their child's success in the class after school - this took over an hour. I next worked on preparation for Friday's classes and then decorated my classroom door for the Halloween Door competition. During my prep. block this morning I rushed out to pick up hot-dog buns for a lunch fundraiser for the Salvation Army and spent my lunch hour serving these to students along with a number of other staff. On Tuesday evening, I drove from Chilliwack to Abbotsford to pick up over $200.00 worth of hot-dogs and supplies that I payed for personally. So far this year I have spent hundred on supplies personally to assure that the assignments I design proceed in an effective fashion. I truly care about my students and their future prospects in an increasingly challenging marketplace. I don't mind putting in the effort, but what is really galling is the insinuation that we as teachers are not doing our jobs or that we might be a lot of "Bad Apples". Yes perhaps there might be one or two, but what of our elected officials, I remember a certain provincial leader charged for impaired driving among many other issues; he continued on ruling with an iron fist and made some very costly and ill considered decisions affecting our economy. Whether you agree or disagree with the HST, the manner in which it was implemented was not democratic, so I applaud the citizens of BC for standing firm. What of other provincial political leaders who abuse the power granted them by their office yet are able to rid themselves of their troubles and dirty laundry miraculously upon the breaking of yet another political scandal. One might say, Voila' and these violator's of the public trust are re-invented to continue on their merry way. What is it about teachers that makes us such a threat to the provincial government? Is it that we educate and attempt to create thoughtful, intelligent young people who might eventually question government authority? I thought the goal of our previous premier was to see BC become the top of Canada's educational system? Instead we lose hundreds of millions yearly and have laws imposed on us which are severely jeopardizing an already challenged system. How do we keep the " Brightest and Best" in BC if we are going to offer them salaries marked at 8th place in a province with the highest cost of living in the country? If I wasn't so close to retirement, I'd leave. Perhaps the citizens of BC might start evaluating the performance of elected officials in the same fashion as they seem to be scrutinizing us. Yes, teachers do have demands, but these are largely unselfish in nature and are predominately aimed at supporting the next generation, after all one day they will be in charge.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ▼  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ▼  October (16) Abbott's plan: some thoughts... Teachers upset with BCPSEA allegations and threats... BCPSEA's hypocritical application to LRB over BC t... Occupy Education Builds Momentum The "transformation agenda" for BC education? - fo... Big brother and the Ministry of Education How to judge a School Board candidate - by their r... Solidarity and the 99% - Why teachers should suppo... Occupying Education Abbott's plan: Drastic changes with no consultatio... Guest post: Tobey Steeves on Bills 27/28 - a perso... BCPSEA - missing the point on local bargaining We are the 99 BC government proposal for class composition is "r... A little interlude... BC School Trustees consider a teacher lockout ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=25725,BCTF News Releases  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources   For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development News Release Archives 2014  2013  2012    2011 2010  2009  2008 2007  2006  Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2012 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  February 29, 2012 Teachers vote yes Members of the BC Teachers’ Federation have voted overwhelmingly to resist the unjust actions of the provincial government in yet again moving to impose a contract on the province’s 41,000 public school teachers.  A total of 27,946 teachers voted yes in a province-wide vote conducted February 28 and 29, 2012. In all, 32,209 teachers cast ballots, of whom 87% voted yes.   “Teachers are determined and united in their opposition to Bill 22 and to the bullying tactics of a provincial government that has deliberately underfunded public education for a decade,” said Susan Lambert, president of the BC Teachers’ Federation. Bill 22, tabled yesterday in the Legislature, seeks to impose a net-zero contract, to restrict the ability to negotiate improved learning conditions, and to eliminate fundamental civil and labour rights for teachers.   “The results of our province-wide vote are strong evidence of the unity and determination of BCTF members in rejecting this government’s provocative and damaging legislation,” Lambert said.   BCTF Executive Committee members will meet Thursday to review the vote results and discuss the next steps in the job action. Lambert will not be speaking to media this evening. However, she will be available tomorrow for a news conference: 8:00 a.m. on Thursday, March 1, at the BCTF building, 550 West 6th Avenue. -  30  - For more information, contact Nancy Knickerbocker, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell). Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141007,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/bcedplan/status/420655370626150400,BC's Education Plan on Twitter: "@joshwporter check with your SD tech coordinator. Should have it." Twitter Search query Search Twitter Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Language: English Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Have an account? Sign in New to Twitter? Join Today » Sign In Phone, email or username Password Sign in Remember me Forgot password? Already using Twitter via text message? Richard Ajabu ‏ @richardajabu Jan 4 Given @BCEdPlan push for 21C #BCEd, how can MinOfEd REFUSE to help solve FOIPPA Problem that affects ALL SDs? http://www.scribd.com/mobile/doc/120521404 … #bcpoli View summary Hide summary Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet BC's Education Plan ‏ @bcedplan Jan 7 . @richardajabu agree this is impt. Lots of discussions taking place w/ SD's + @bcerac re how to support cloud based tools. Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Richard Ajabu ‏ @richardajabu Jan 7 @bcedplan MinOfEd is the logical org to facilitate/coord OIPV vetted FOIPPA compliance tools for SD use. Why won't they help? @bcerac #bced Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet BC's Education Plan ‏ @bcedplan Jan 7 . @richardajabu we worked prev w a # of SDs + OCIO to facilitate setting up a checklist + PIA + consent form templates for MS Office 365 (1) Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Josh Porter ‏ @joshwporter Jan 7 @bcedplan @richardajabu where can a copy of the checklist and templates be acquired from? Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Follow Following Unfollow Blocked Unblock Pending Cancel BC's Education Plan ‏ @bcedplan Jan 7 @joshwporter check with your SD tech coordinator. Should have it. Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet 12:37 PM - 7 Jan 2014 Richard Ajabu ‏ @richardajabu Jan 7 @bcedplan Ts should be able to go to 1website (similar to Calgary SB's), and either download FOIPPA pkg for a title...1/2 @joshwporter #bced Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Richard Ajabu ‏ @richardajabu Jan 7 @bcedplan ...or upload a FOIPPA pkg for a title THEY had vetted by OIPC to share w/ other SDs. Crowdsource the soln. 2/2 @joshwporter #bced Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Don’t miss any updates from BC's Education Plan © 2014 Twitter About Help Ads info Close Flag this media This has already been marked as containing sensitive content. Flag this as containing potentially illegal content. Submit Cancel Learn more about flagging media Dismiss Close Previous Next Close Go to a person's profile Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Close Retweet this to your followers? Cancel Retweet Close Are you sure you want to delete this Tweet? Cancel Delete Close Block Cancel Block Add a location to your Tweets When you tweet with a location, Twitter stores that location. You can switch location on/off before each Tweet and always have the option to delete your location history. Learn more Turn location on Not now Turn off location Close Profile summary Close Your lists Close Create a new list List name Description Under 100 characters, optional Privacy Public · Anyone can follow this list Private · Only you can access this list Save list Close Close Embed this Tweet Add this Tweet to your website by copying the code below. Learn more Hmm, there was a problem reaching the server. Try again? Include parent Tweet Include media Preview Close Sign up for Twitter Not on Twitter? Sign up, tune into the things you care about, and get updates as they happen. Have an account? Sign in » Close Two-way (sending and receiving) short codes: Country Code For customers of United States 40404 (any) Canada 21212 (any) United Kingdom 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM Haiti 40404 Digicel, Voila Ireland 51210 Vodafone, O2 India 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Indonesia 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » See SMS short codes for other countries Close Confirmation)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "Gr8 event honoring Taiwan ROC w many friends @douglasbing @marvinhunt4bc @KerryLynneFindl @mhlchiu26 @prairiechinois http://t.co/85TUCQsbrI" @John_Yap - 05:40pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13182&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 1999 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 11, Number 7, May/June 1999 National Aboriginal Day by Debbie Jeffrey June 21, National Aboriginal Day, provides a unique and wonderful opportunity for schools to recognize and celebrate Aboriginal people and their communities across the country. There is great diversity among Aboriginal peoples across the country, with several distinct languages and cultural traditions. The cultures of Aboriginal peoples remain strong despite the history of discriminatory and oppressive government policies and legislation. With the new millennium approaching, it is time for Canadians to recognize and respect the original inhabitants of this country. Without Aboriginal people, Canada would not exist as it does today. National Aboriginal Day, first celebrated in 1996, is about sharing and celebrating people integral to the social fabric of Canada. It is about forming new relationships. The Report of the Royal Commission on Aboriginal Peoples recommends four principles to forming a renewed relationship between Aboriginal people and Canada: Mutual Recognition, Mutual Respect, Sharing, and Mutual Responsibility. Accepting and acting upon these principles will bring about significant change and new partnerships that will contribute to a far richer Canadian society as a whole. Canadians can reflect on and act on these principles on National Aboriginal Day to begin to form new partnerships and understanding between Aboriginal people and Canadians across the country. The history of Aboriginal people has been one of survival. Aboriginal leaders have consistently demanded positive change for their people and communities. We are now embarking on change in British Columbia through the B.C. Treaty Process, which will redefine new relationships with First Nations people and the province and Canada. Canadians need to be informed of these changes, which will contribute to a new and positive relationship. Addressing the needs of First Nations learners continues to be a priority for the Ministry of Education and some school districts. The BCTF Task Force on First Nations Education is recommending changes to the public school system to increase success for First Nations learners. The task force strongly urges the public school system to address the needs of First Nations learners. Respectful inclusion of the culture and history of First Nations people into public schools will go far in creating new relationships and begin to restore what is currently excluded in Canada’s history books. Canada’s foundation is based on Aboriginal people. Since time immemorial, First Nations people have occupied their traditional territories, and they have a profound understanding of all that exists within those territories. This knowledge could greatly benefit Canadians as a whole. Celebration of National Aboriginal Day provides an opportunity to have dialogue and build new bridges of understanding on respect, recognition, sharing, and responsibility. Canada is a rich country made richer by all those who inhabit it. Debbie Jeffrey is First nations education consultant with Prince Rupert SD #52 and co-chair of the BCTF’s Task Force on First Nations Education.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=20408,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 4, January/February 2010  More than just games More than just games: Canada and the 1936 Olympics, an exhibit on view at the Vancouver Holocaust Education Centre aims to engage students in a discussion of the 1936 Olympics and human rights. In 1936, Nazi Germany hosted the Olympics, a watershed moment between the Nazi regime’s accession to power and the Second World War. While tempering its racism and militarism, the Nazis impressed international visitors with the first Olympic torch relay, the first purpose-built Olympic stadium, and spectacular opening ceremonies. The games also represent Canada’s first point of interaction with the Nazi regime and offer insight into the early policies of persecution that contributed to the Holocaust. More Than Just Games: Canada & the 1936 Olympics, an exhibit on view at the Vancouver Holocaust Education Centre (VHEC) until June 2010, aims to engage students in a discussion of the 1936 Olympics and human rights. In order to take advantage of the “teaching moment” presented by the 2010 Winter Olympic and Paralympic Games, the VHEC created the exhibit in collaboration with Canadian scholars Richard Menkis and Harold Troper to tell the little-known story of the Canadian boycott debate and Canada’s participation in the 1936 Games. While Canada sent teams to the 1936 Winter and Summer Olympics, some Canadian athletes elected to boycott the games. The school program focuses on the decisions of various Canadian athletes, as well as German-Jewish athletes, who navigated complex concerns to decide whether or not to participate. These compelling stories are presented to students in the form of collectible sports cards that are available online at www.vhec.org as part of the downloadable More Than Just Games Teacher’s Guide. Along with student readings on the Olympic movement and the Nazi regime, the sports cards prepare students for a 90-minute interactive school tour of the exhibit. The athletes’ stories act as entry points into the history of the boycott debate to help students better-understand what was at stake. During the tour, students learn about athletes from diverse backgrounds. Rudi Ball, one of the best hockey players in Germany, was one of only two “half-Jewish” athletes on the 1936 German Olympic team. He participated in the games in exchange for the safety of his family. Sammy Luftspring, a Jewish Canadian boxer, faced a different dilemma. He had dreamed of attending the Olympics, the pinnacle of amateur sport, since his childhood, but his parents and the Jewish community convinced him that participating would be an endorsement of the Nazis’ racist policies. He announced his decision, along with fellow Jewish boxer Norman “Baby” Yack, in a letter to The Globe on July 7, 1936: “We would have been very low to hurt the feelings of our fellow-Jews by going to a land that would exterminate them if it could.” During the interactive tour, students discuss the stories of these and other athletes to get at the heart of the 1936 Olympic boycott debate. In a complementary exhibit, Framing Bodies: Sport & Spectacle in Nazi Germany, students participating in the school program decode Nazi propaganda images related to sport and the human body. These images present idealized “Aryan” figures, as well as groups the Nazis excluded from their vision of the perfect body, such as Jews and disabled people. After the guided visit is over, teachers can continue a discussion of the relationship between propaganda and prejudice through a classroom activity in the teacher’s guide that includes contemporary extensions. Uma Kumar, a VHEC docent, was inspired to guide student visitors because of the centre’s mission to promote human rights, social justice and genocide awareness. She stresses the value of learning from the past, “I especially enjoy telling students about the 1936 Olympics and the Canadian connection,” Kumar said, noting that Canada should have taken the Nazis’ human rights violations more seriously. For their part, students have reacted to the story of racism and prejudice in the 1936 Olympics thoughtfully and critically. One student wrote, “I already knew that racism was bad, although, to me, it meant the rights between African-Americans and the Caucasians. Your explanation furthered my [understanding of] racism [and how] racism can lead to misery and chaos.” The More Than Just Games school program, which is recommended for Grades 6 to 12, consists of a 90-minute interactive tour. Tours will be offered until June 18, 2010. For more information, visit www.vhec.org or call the VHEC at 604-264-0499. Alia Dharssi, Vancouver Holocaust Education Centre. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12864,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2000 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 12, Number 7, May/June 2000 Top 10 BCTF lesson aids 1. What Would You Do? A Kid’s Guide to Tricky and Sticky Situations. Linda Swartz, 184p. ©1990. This book is written to help kids and their parents discuss and decide in advance how they will handle peer pressure, strangers, fears and feelings, cuts, bites and stings, fires and leaks, and natural disasters. Ages 9–16. LA 2319—$14.95 2. What Do You Think? A Kid’s Guide to Dealing with Daily Dilemmas. Linda Swartz, 184p. ©1993. This book is written to help kids and their parents to look at issues from more than one perspective and to clarify their thinking about conflict resolution, values, morals, getting along with others and discovering themselves. The book asks kids “What do you think?” about ordinary things like sharing space, sparing feelings, talking on the phone and respecting privacy and more difficult issues like abusing drugs, cheating on a test, and following the crowd. Ages 9–16. LA 2320—$14.95 3. Spirit Quest. Diane Silvey & Joe Silvey, 52p. ©1997. This story, told in the tradition of Coast Salish legend, recounts the adventures of teenaged twins Kaya and Tala as they journey into the B.C. wilderness confronting fish and fowl, feast and phantom, on their mission to retrieve a sacred box that houses the sacred values of their villagers from the “evil ones” who have stolen it. Imaginative black and white illustrations, explanatory maps and comprehensive field notes. Ages 7–10. LA 3111—$11.95 Spirit Quest—Teacher’s Guide. Includes notes for the teacher on classroom uses, student worksheets and a reading log. Ages 7–10. LA 3111A—$8.95 4. Whale Girl. Written and illustrated by First Nations People (Salish) Diane Silvey and Joe Silvey, 25p. ©1996. This story is about Peta, a girl whose self-sacrifice and courage saves his village from the double-headed sea serpents who plan to attack the village and devour all the people. Peta is assisted by her friends the killer whales, beaver, and raven to foil their plan. Grades 2–4. LA 3105 — $10 5. British Columbia—Its Land, Mineral and Water Resources. Sandy Frances Duncan, 104p. ©1996. Addresses the learning outcomes for Grade 5 Life Science and Earth Science, as outlined in the Science K–7 IRP package 1995. Each unit covers the uses, benefits and economic impact of B.C.’s resources—from traditional First Nations to present day, the evolution of the technology used in resource development, environmental issues, sustainability and careers. Grade 5. LA 9513A—$18.95 British Columbia—Its Land, Mineral and Water Resources. Teachers guide. Cathy Ready, Diana Mumford, and Ron Mumford, 160p. ©1996. Outlines info on learning outcomes, teaching strategies, assessment strategies, curriculum integration and how to use the student text and teacher’s guide. Includes activities for the three units in the student text. Four appendixes include assessment tools, answer key, related resources and web sites and blackline masters. Teacher. LA9513B—$49.95 6. Telling Tales on the Rim. Naomi Wakan, 143p. ©1995. Folk tales reflecting the cultures of many different peoples living on the Pacific-Rim. Intermediate and up. LA 2551—$22.95 Telling Tales on the Rim Teacher’s Guide. Naomi Wakan, 37p. ©1995. Will help the teacher expand on the stories and use them across the curriculum. Writing, art exercizes, library research, discussion points and even a few recipes. LA 2551A—$10.95 7. Songs for Schools. Mike Blake, 38p. and 30-min. audio cassette, ™1992. Songbook for guitar or piano and a 30-min. “Save Our World” cassette audio tape of original songs on environmental awareness. Includes songs about recycling, friendship, endangered species, world peace, skin cancer awareness, water conservation, road safety, environment and self esteem. All grades. LA EE 214—$8.80 8. Legacy: Indian Treaty Relationships. Richard T. Price, 168p. ©1991. This book provides an opportunity for younger students in Canadian high schools to gain some insight and to better understand the Indian perspective of the treaties with the Crown. Two distinct, yet inter-related sections, dealing with the past and the present. Discussion questions on the content of each unit and analysis questions for research are included. Secondary. LA 3313—$15 9. Creative Comparative Civilizations. Fred Schoenrock and Naomi Waken, 25p. ©1997. Invites students to set out on a great adventure, an exploration of humanity’s potential as seen through the accomplishments of past civilizations, the present challenge facing humankind’s very survival, and the incredible vision of what it means to live responsibly as a member of an emerging global community. Reproducible for classroom use. Grade 12. LA 2003—$13.95 10. Chemistry: A Student’s Guide to Science 9. Gordon Gore, 88p. ©1992, rev. 1995. Contains 20 lessons; each includes an experiment for students to do or a demo or project in which the whole class can participate. Emphasis on “hands-on” chemistry and practical implications of the student’s growing knowledge of chemistry. Text material is brief and stresses applications that might be of interest to “aware” young learners. Grade 9. LA 4037—$11 For a complete listing of over 900 BCTF Lesson Aids, consult the catalogue in your school library or the Lesson Aids online catalogue, www.bctf.ca/LessonAids. To order any of the above lesson aids, enclose a cheque payable to the BCTF or authorized purchase order to BCTF Lesson Aids Service, 100-550 West 6th Avenue, Vancouver, BC V5Z 4P2. GST and postage/handling are included in the prices. Orders are sent by return mail. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=20394,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 4, January/February 2010  Democracy lost for the five-ring circus By Don Blakey As I write this, I have just finished attending the Fall Representative Assembly. During the two days of meetings, there was a story in the news concerning the BC Ambulance paramedics and the government legislating them back to work under Bill 21. This brought all sorts of thoughts and feelings forward for me, since I am both a teacher and a paramedic. Now, I should explain that I am a teacher first and a paramedic second. I have worked in many small towns during my teaching career, and have gotten involved in helping the communities I have lived in by also working as a paramedic during the evenings and weekends. This is the way I choose to give back, so to speak. Now for me, the one issue around wages in this paramedic dispute is not that important. Do I think the wages paramedics get are fair? Well, to that I would have to say “No.” Working on call on a “kilo” shift, where you have a pager, have to be able to respond in nine minutes or less for a call during the course of your shift for only $2 an hour, is not reasonable. Yes, you can be at home with your family, but you cannot go out to a movie, or even have friends over for dinner and enjoy a sociable evening because at any moment, your pager can go off and you are out the door responding to an emergency call. Yes, once called out on a “kilo” shift, you are paid your call-out rate for a minimum of four hours. For most, this call-out rate is approximately $24 an hour, but what about those days when you do not get a call. This is quite normal in a remote station, where it can be days or weeks between call outs. Things are not that different though for those working a “fox” shift, where they are at the station waiting to be called out, making $10 an hour until that call comes in. Then you get your call-out rate for a minimum of three hours. While at the station though, you are doing regular station duties, which includes mopping floors, cleaning and re-stocking the ambulance, and other duties. For me, because I have my teaching job, I do not do the job for the pay. I do it to give back to my community. However, I work side-by-side with many dedicated people for whom this is their main source of income. Some of these people are single parents, others brand new parents, trying to earn a living, and some are single, looking to make BC Ambulance a career. The down- side to all of this, is you need to work this way, mostly part-time in smaller communities, with no medical or other benefits, for a minimum of six years before you can possibly move to a larger centre like Vancouver or Kamloops, where, if you are lucky enough, you can possibly become a full-time employee. All of these people have paid for their training, like teachers, and yet there is no way to gain better employment other than to work in rural and remote communities part-time, for miniscule wages, to try to survive until they can maybe earn their way into that better posting. These people deserve better, and they deserve a lot more respect than has been given to them by the current provincial government. The Campbell government was, once again, throwing out rights guaranteed under the Charter of Rights and Freedoms with the simple stroke of a pen. As I heard the stories, I could not help but think back to the feelings I had when this same government treated teachers in a similar manner with Bills 27 and 28. Again, I was not being treated and respected for the professional that I am, but I was being attacked because I was standing up for things I believed in, that the government did not want to listen to. This dispute with the paramedics had been going on for seven months, and like any attempts at collective bargaining that we tried as teachers, the exact same things were happening. The employer, who really is the government, whether you are talking BCPSEA or BC Ambulance Service, kept saying that there was no money for the things we were asking for. Bill 21, in fact, was passed while paramedics were still voting on the last offer the employer had put forth. Since that offer was stripping clauses out of the collective agreement that guaranteed a provincial ambulance service, paramedics were going to vote “no,” just like teachers did when it came down to the stripping of class-size language from our agreements with Bills 27 and 28. Paramedics were already deemed an essential service by the Labour Relations Board and were unable to really do anything that would be considered “strike action,” the same way teachers were deemed an essential service with Bills 27 and 28. How can a government get away with this again? The Campbell government has already been ordered by the United Nations Labour Council to change Bills 27 and 28, because it violated the rights of workers; they lost in the Supreme Court of Canada with regards to the stripping of the HEU workers’ contract; and yet they have done this again, to paramedics this time, saying that it is in the best interest of the public because of threats of the H1N1 pandemic. These actions by Gordon Campbell and his government have frustrated and angered me because I have been assaulted twice by this disrespectful group of people who keep giving themselves raises while stripping away everything that has been fought for and earned in collective agreements. I have been taught to be respectful and treat others the way you want to be treated. However, when the premier of this province tosses a loonie at a paramedic and tells him not to spend it all in one place, I have to ask myself, Why should I respect this man? Well, the short answer is, I don’t. I have absolutely no respect for a man, or a group of people, who strip us of our rights and of things that have been guaranteed to us for years, just because they feel they know what is best for us, and in this case, they want to make sure there is no strike during the Olympics. This strike by the paramedics was not just about wages. This strike was about trying to bring attention to a broken system that relies on part-time employees who put in hours of overtime trying to keep a system functioning so it can be there when a person needs help the most. There is a lack of resources and people in the system. That is what this dispute was about. Paramedics do the job because they want to help those in need. Just like teachers who need resources to work and help develop children into the adults and leaders of tomorrow, paramedics are there doing their job making sure that there is a tomorrow when those same people need help. As a teacher and a paramedic, my reasons for being upset with our current government have doubled. When will they stop violating our rights? And to be honest, I am having trouble finding enough words to express my frustration. Thank you to those who brought forward motions in support of the paramedics. It is only by sticking together and supporting each other, that unions in this province will be able to affect a change. Don Blakey is a teacher and paramedic in Lillooet. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141007,reddit.tv,http://reddit.tv/r/games,404 Not Found Not Found The requested URL /r/games was not found on this server.)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "October is #FosterFamilyMonth. Thank you #BC for opening your homes and hearts to more than 5,900 children and youth." @John_Yap - 11:14pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "October is #FosterFamilyMonth. Thank you #BC for opening your homes and hearts to more than 5,900 children and youth." @John_Yap - 11:14pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141006,cdn.livestream.com,http://cdn.livestream.com/website/d427fc8/assets/plugins/respond-proxy-93a8baec53a0429f9707b73113caaf60.html,Respond JS Proxy)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "Gr8 event honoring Taiwan ROC w many friends @douglasbing @marvinhunt4bc @KerryLynneFindl @mhlchiu26 @prairiechinois http://t.co/85TUCQsbrI" @John_Yap - 05:40pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141007,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/bcedplan/status/509116028492582912/photo/1,BC's Education Plan on Twitter: "Class composition is our number one priority. http://t.co/nq1XwCkUUb  #bced http://t.co/zQl4a5HcKQ" Twitter Search query Search Twitter Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Language: English Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Have an account? Sign in New to Twitter? Join Today » Sign In Phone, email or username Password Sign in Remember me Forgot password? Already using Twitter via text message? Follow Following Unfollow Blocked Unblock Pending Cancel BC's Education Plan ‏ @bcedplan Sep 8 Class composition is our number one priority. http://bcparentinfo.ca  #bced pic.twitter.com/zQl4a5HcKQ Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Retweets 46 Favorites 54 4:08 PM - 8 Sep 2014 aaron | ekman ‏ @aaronekman Sep 8 pssst... @bcedplan you haven't yet deleted the previous tweet this one's meant to replace. #FreeAdvice #ThankMeLater #bced Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Cindy Quach ‏ @cindyquach Sep 8 . @bcedplan has no credibility- taxpayer money to spin partisan politcs-$375 is not new money but existing and insufficient LIF #bced #shame Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet rjb ‏ @rjbirks Sep 8 @bcedplan #bced what *about* class composition is your priority? Keeping bctf from bargaining it? Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Larry Norman ‏ @LJNor Sep 8 @bcedplan I'm sure with a zombie apocalypse this message will repeat the same dribble like clockwork #bcpoli Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet WiseUp ‏ @WiseRiseInfo Sep 8 “ @bcedplan: Class composition is our number one priority. #bced pic.twitter.com/3QcMUG8wQv” Funny that wasn't part of your mandate.... #BSPoli View photo Hide photo Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Reema Faris ‏ @rmfaris Sep 8 Pls be accurate: $375 million is over 5 yrs. That's $75 mill/yr compared to $300 mill/yr court found kept out of #bced @bcedplan #bcpoli Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Pinchy ‏ @Pinchy82 Sep 8 @rmfaris @bcedplan Do you now understand minister of Ed position? E80 doesn't jeopardize the court case, clearly™. Hahaha™ Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Jessica Van der Veen ‏ @JessicaVdV Sep 8 @bcedplan 2002 @bcliberals cut #bced $350 mill ops & cut capital $225 mill. +12 yrs of inflation. Stop using tax $ 2 lie. Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet  Dave Ingram ‏ @daveingram71 Sep 8 Misleading the public & using @bcedplan for partisan advertising is your number 1 priority. Is getting kids back in school a priority? #bced Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Linds-EEEEEEK! ‏ @feedmehappy Sep 8 @bcedplan Stop with the political agenda, education plan that's supposed to be non-partisan. For fuck's sake. Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Steven Galloway ‏ @CptLinkHogthrob Sep 8 @bcedplan No, it's clearly not. These numbers aren't even the numbers your last tweet gave. #nobodybelievesyou Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Reema Faris ‏ @rmfaris Sep 8 @Pinchy82 You may not believe this, but I do understand E80. I also know that out of court settlements may be less than what plaintiff 1/2 Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Reema Faris ‏ @rmfaris Sep 8 @Pinchy82 2/2 is entitled to, but they're often agreed to because of other factors which add value. Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Sheri Souch ‏ @SheriSouch Sep 8 @rmfaris @Pinchy82 sorry to barge in on convo, but can a maj gov't change the school act CS caps? Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Pinchy ‏ @Pinchy82 Sep 8 @rmfaris Yeah the Ts I've talked to seem to understand this aspect & want it all behind them. Both sides do IMO. Who's going to take lead? Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Reema Faris ‏ @rmfaris Sep 8 @SheriSouch @Pinchy82 Yes. Cld be push back after such legislatn proposed & cld be chged prior 2 final adoption, but tuf 2 do. 1 prob 1/2 Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Reema Faris ‏ @rmfaris Sep 8 @SheriSouch @Pinchy82 2/2 w E80. What I've asked is are there other options? For eg, go w 22-24-30 but keep in CA. Or go w 22-24-28? Or ... Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Reema Faris ‏ @rmfaris Sep 8 @Pinchy82 That, Sir Pinchy, is the question! Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Don’t miss any updates from BC's Education Plan © 2014 Twitter About Help Ads info Close Flag this media This has already been marked as containing sensitive content. Flag this as containing potentially illegal content. Submit Cancel Learn more about flagging media Dismiss Close Previous Next Close Go to a person's profile Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Close Retweet this to your followers? Cancel Retweet Close Are you sure you want to delete this Tweet? Cancel Delete Close Block Cancel Block Add a location to your Tweets When you tweet with a location, Twitter stores that location. You can switch location on/off before each Tweet and always have the option to delete your location history. Learn more Turn location on Not now Turn off location Close Profile summary Close Your lists Close Create a new list List name Description Under 100 characters, optional Privacy Public · Anyone can follow this list Private · Only you can access this list Save list Close Close Embed this Tweet Add this Tweet to your website by copying the code below. Learn more Hmm, there was a problem reaching the server. Try again? Include parent Tweet Include media Preview Close Sign up for Twitter Not on Twitter? Sign up, tune into the things you care about, and get updates as they happen. Have an account? Sign in » Close Two-way (sending and receiving) short codes: Country Code For customers of United States 40404 (any) Canada 21212 (any) United Kingdom 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM Haiti 40404 Digicel, Voila Ireland 51210 Vodafone, O2 India 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Indonesia 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » See SMS short codes for other countries Close Confirmation)
(20141003,www.facebook.com,https://www.facebook.com/BCTeachersFederation/photos/pb.154450024654.-2207520000.1412360582./10152701167404655/XUIContextualDialog.react,Page Not Found | Facebook Facebook logo Email or Phone Password Keep me logged in Forgot your password? Sign Up Sorry, this page isn't available The link you followed may be broken, or the page may have been removed. Go back to the previous page · Go to the Facebook homepage · Visit the Help Center Mobile Find Friends Badges People Pages Places Games Locations About Create Ad Create Page Developers Careers Privacy Cookies Terms Help Facebook © 2014 · English (US))
(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com//iframes.open,Staffroom Confidential Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Sorry, the page you were looking for in this blog does not exist. Sorry, the page you were looking for in this blog does not exist. Home Subscribe to: Posts (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts All Comments Atom All Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ▼  September (9) Reflections on the BC Teacher Strike BC Teacher strike - Lessons learned Response to Sandy Garossino Will the Education Fund improve classroom conditio... Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Class composition: a human rights perspective Class size and composition - a short visual histor... Guest post - I WILL HOLD THE LINE Teachers - let your leadership know it is time to ... ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=21795&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 23, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 2010   Metadata There’s more to that essay you’re marking than just the words  By Tony Wilson   A couple of years ago, I marked a paper for a law course I teach. I know the level of the students and their general knowledge of the subject area (Canadian Contract Law), but one student’s assignment jumped out way ahead of all the others. All the assignments are e-mailed to me in MSWord, but for some reason, I went into “File/ Properties” within the electronic version of the document to see what was there. Lo and behold, “Properties” showed that the author of the document wasn’t the student I was grading, but a law firm. This suggested that the document wasn’t written by the student, but had been obtained by the student by e-mail from the law firm or from someone who received it from the law firm, or the student had paid a lawyer or someone else to draft the paper. It turns out that the student worked part-time at the law firm and used one of the firm’s computers to do the assignment. “Properties” showed the identity of the licensee of MS Word. The licensee was the law firm. All was legitimate, but it goes to show there’s more to a Word document than what appears on the surface of the page. You have to understand that an electronic document contains more than just words. It contains metadata. What's metadata? It’s a Greek word, and it means data about data. If the online world is a binary world of zeros and ones, then the concept of data about data is important. It’s the information behind the words, like layers of an onion or the iceberg below the waterline. Metadata is information about the history, tracking, or management of an electronic document. Certainly in the academic world, I always (repeat, always) check ”file-properties” in Word to see what it says or doesn’t say about the author of an electronically delivered assignment I’m marking. If a name of a former student shows up, or it looks like the name of a commercial essay-writing company, a lawyer, or something just doesn’t smell right, I take it to the next level. And like my situation above, everything may be explainable and legitimate. And sometimes, maybe it’s not. In the commercial world, metadata is something businesspeople have to be acutely sensitive to. A client of mine discovered one of the Word documents he was sending to a contracting party to print, sign, and return in good faith had been manipulated in Word in the same font as the contract, and that royalty rates and renewal terms had changed from the version my client had sent out. Then they were being printed, signed, and returned by the other party with no notice that the document had been altered. On my advice, the contract was terminated and my client now sends only PDFs, faxes, or original documents for execution. Word documents that have been “tracked” to show changes, or documents that have had “comments” added using the “comments” function in Word may retain previous changes or comments. Sometimes, you can see the changes made and accepted to a document e-mailed to you that go back to the date the original version was created. This can be done by accessing the track changes function and going “back” as far as you can. If, after reviewing the tracked changes in a document, the author chose “final” in the reviewing toolbar instead of “accept all changes,” the recipient of the document could click “original showing markup” and see the history of all the changes made. In the commercial world, this might reveal different business terms, different pricing, and other highlighted changes made to the document before it was e-mailed to you, and reveal the people who reviewed the document. Or you might notice there are still comments embedded in the document when you hit the “comments” function. Although not a part of “tracked changes,” I've heard of some documents having comments made in white text in order to hide the words from everyone except the author. Of course, if the colour of the font is changed, the white text is exposed. Some people think they’re quite clever hiding portions of text by highlighting words or sentences in “black” using the highlight function. Although this might look secure at first glance (and somewhat like bits of it have been crossed out with a thick black felt pen by a censor or the RCMP), all someone has to do is re-highlight the words covered up, click yellow highlighting or, even better, no highlighting, and they'll see what the not-so-smart censor tried to cross out. And some people put deal points in the “properties” portion of the document when they create or edit the document, i.e., Not final offer. For the recipient of a document that hasn’t had the metadata “scrubbed,” the ability to see previous tracked changes, deletions, imbedded comments, and white text might be a windfall in terms of positions to take in negotiations. For the sender, well, you might think your organization has a mole in it. In 2002, a lawyer I know was shocked to learn a securities filing he was involved in drafting revealed his “hidden” comments in the version of the prospectus filed with the Toronto Stock Exchange by another lawyer. The Toronto Stock Exchange was good enough to call the lead lawyer and alert her to the problem so a “scrubbed” document could be inserted in its place. Politicians have failed to appreciate the importance of metadata. The so called “Downing Street Memo” was downloaded in MS Word from the British prime minister’s website in 2003, and it revealed that the press officers and others in the PM’s office who prepared the memo justifying the war in Iraq, “cut and pasted” an American graduate student's article into the memo word for word without, of course, referring to the student’s work, or changing anything, begging the political question: Who’s in charge of the UK’s foreign policy anyway? Washington or London? And for anyone with an interest in litigation, metadata behind a document is discoverable in litigation proceedings and can be evidence in court. But metadata isn’t just an issue for business, lawyers, and politicians. For teachers and university instructors, metadata in an electronic version of an essay or assignment can reveal that the purported author of the assignment wasn’t the student enrolled in the class, but someone else, such as a commercial essay preparation company or another student. So metadata can potentially reveal plagiarism and other academic offences. Although sending documents as e-mail attachments in PDF is far superior to sending documents as attachments in Word, some metadata, like the author's name, can survive a conversion of a Word document to PDF. A Word document scanned to PDF, however, will not retain metadata. And neither will faxes. And metadata is contained in digital photographs as well. Although I’ll talk more in future articles about commercial services available to check for academic dishonesty and plagiarism, (i.e., web-based services that use webcrawlers and algorithms to find previously used papers, improperly cited papers, plagiarism, and papers being written by “paper mills”), the answer to the issue of imbedded metadata requires use of special software to “scrub” the metadata off the Word document before the document is e-mailed, prompting the sender to hit “scrub” or “not scrub” each time the document is e-mailed. Teachers should know about this. But perhaps students shouldn’t. Just so you can check.   Tony Wilson is a franchise and intellectual property lawyer at Boughton Law Corporation, Vancouver. He is an adjunct professor at Simon Fraser University and is rated as a leading Canadian franchise lawyer by LEXPERT and WHO’S WHO Legal. He is a regular columnist with the Globe and Mail, Lawyers Weekly, Canadian Lawyer and Bartalk Magazine. His book Manage Your On Line Reputation will be published in November 2010.  )
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/07/summer-reading.html?showComment0751341624756226,Staffroom Confidential: Summer reading Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Friday, July 6, 2012 Summer reading One of my regular readers asked me to post ideas for summer reading. Here is some of what I've been reading this past year: 1. The Death and Life of the Great American School System: How Testing and Choice are Undermining Education, by Diane Ravitch This is a must read for Canadians, because school "choice" is the single biggest threat to our public education system. It comes in by stealth...choice seems positive and for many parents offers opportunities for their children they believe are valuable. But for society as a whole, "choice" can undermine one of the most fundamental principles of a public system - equal opportunity for all children. The sad reality is that "choices" cannot be exercises equally by all families and they end up creating similar inequities that we see between public and private schools. Diane Ravitch speaks with a great deal of authority, having been herself involved in the federal education bureaucracy and a one time supporter of No Child Left Behind. But her professional judgement brought her to a change of mind and she is now one of the most vocal opponents of US education "reform". This is also an easy and pleasurable read, full of anecdotes and history. 2. Hold on to your kids, by Gerald Neufeld and Gabor Mate This book taught me more about child development, attachment parenting, and classroom management than anything I ever read during my education degree. Of interest to both parents and teachers, the book reviews the role of attachment in the development and maturation of children and provides fascinating explanations for challenging behaviours of school age children including defiance, peer orientation, early sexualization, and just plain old teen "attitude". For teachers and those interested in educational policy there is a clear message - we need the time and the personal relationships with children to have meaningful impact on their lives and to keep them engaged and oriented towards adults, rather than peers. Engagement is not "frills" or "edutainment", but rather the consequence of respect and attachment earned through relationship building. And there is only one way to build this relationship - time together. Never has a book indirectly made me feel more committed to the phrase "class size matters". 3. Education and Capitalism: Struggles for Learning and Liberation, by Jeff Bale and Sarah Knopp This is the real 21st century learning. Thought provoking essays on the pitfalls of "reform" and what's actually wrong with American schools written by teacher activists in the trenches. A wide variety of issues are discussed: Is the reason for schooling really about economic advantage? The history of teachers unions. Education in corporate America. Education and social change. Social justice teaching. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 2:32 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 7 comments: Skinny DipperJuly 6, 2012 at 3:40 PM A few years ago, I do remember reading on the BBC website the school satisfaction rates between parents in England and Scotland. In England where there is "choice" in education, the parental rate of satisfaction was lower than in Scotland where children usually attend their assigned local school. I am not too sure why there were these differences in rates (especially inverse differences). I will guess that the parents in Scotland make take ownership in their local schools whereas the parents in England can jump ship to another school if they are not satisfied with the original school.ReplyDelete Skinny DipperJuly 6, 2012 at 3:47 PM http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/uk_news/education/6413811.stmReplyDelete TobeyJuly 6, 2012 at 6:29 PM Excellent suggestions all! Here are a few more to add to the list: • Ball => Global education Inc.: New policy networks and the neoliberal imaginary: Do private and philanthropic solutions to the problems of education signal the end of state education in its ‘welfare’ form? Education policy is being reformed and re-worked on a global scale. Policies are flowing and converging to produce a singular vision of ‘best practice’ based on the methods and tenets of the ‘neo-liberal imaginary’. Philanthropy, business and the governments are coming together in new networks and sites of policy outside of the framework of the nation state. This book is a first step in recording, mapping and making sense of the most important aspects of these new relations and dynamics of policy. Using the approach of ‘policy sociology’ and the methods of social network analysis, Global Education Inc. explores the policy activities of edu-businesses, neo-liberal advocacy networks and policy entrepreneurs, and of social enterprises and ‘new’ philanthropy. It also addresses the ways in which education and education policy itself are now being exported and bought and sold as profitable commodities and how entrenched problems of educational development and educational quality and access are now being addressed through ‘market solutions’. That is, by the involvement of private providers in the delivery of educational services, both independently and on behalf of the state. Universities, schools and education services are being acquired as assets by private equity companies. Private storefront schools are being set-up by local entrepreneurs and through franchising arrangements, funded through microloans. School chains funded by philanthropy and run by multi-national edu-businesses are being harnessed to the attempts of developing societies in an attempt to achieve their Millennium Development Goals and provide mass access to basic education. Curriculum materials and pedagogy software and policy ideas such as inspections, leadership, school choice and accountability are being retailed by western ‘knowledge companies’ and consultants across the globe. This book argues that these new forms of policy and policy-making require new concepts and methods of policy analysis, with chapters including: Networks, Neo-liberalism and Policy Mobilities 'New' Philanthropy, Social Capitalism and Education Policy Policy as Profit: Selling and Exporting Policy Money, Meaning and Policy Connections Global Education Inc. is a crucial book that will be of great interest to students of social and education policy and social and education policy analysts and researchers.ReplyDelete Replies TobeyJuly 6, 2012 at 6:31 PM • Giroux => Disposable Youth: Racialized Memories, and the Culture of Cruelty: Facing a crisis unlike that of any other generation, young people are caught between the discourses of consumerism and a powerful crime-control-complex, and are viewed increasingly as commodities or are subjected to the dictates of an ever expanding criminal justice system. Drawing upon critical analyses, biography, and social theory, Disposable Youth explores the current conditions of young people now face within an emerging culture of privatization, insecurity, and commodification and raises some important questions regarding the role that educators, young people, and concerned citizens might play in challenging the plight of young people, while deepening and extending the promise of a better future and a viable democracy. • Giroux => Twilight of the Social: Resurgent Publics in the Age of Disposability: During a time of social upheaval abroad and labor protests in America, we should ask: why do citizens, especially young people, so seldom act to leverage their power, assemble for protests, and build organizations to reclaim the possibilities offered by a future in which democracy matters? Looking at a broad range of topics ”from youth and the promise of new media technologies, to declining funding of schools, the economic Darwinism of globalization, and the need for a formative democratic political culture--Henry Giroux's new book is a compelling account of the erosion in recent decades of the very idea of "the social" in America and in other societies. Recent generations have endorsed neoliberal policies, leaving today's young people not only without a voice, but also saddled with a set of economic, political, and social conditions that have rendered them devalued, marginalized, and ultimately disposable. Evidence of the ongoing disinvestment in youth across the globe is all too visible and has come to the forefront today of student protests in a number of countries. Giroux looks to new ways in which citizens must seek social spaces in which the conditions exist for them to narrate themselves as individual and social agents of change. • Morrow & Torres => Social theory and education: A critique of social and cultural reproduction This book summarizes the body of knowledge about sociology of education and cultural studies as it informs educational research and critical pedagogy. It synthesizes the most relevant work in social and cultural reproduction published in the last three decades in English, French, German, Spanish, and Portuguese. The authors document and critique the theoretical discussion in developments in both advanced societies and peripheral ones, and link macro-sociological issues with social psychological ones. The book introduces theories of the state to underscore a political sociology of education, and highlights an agenda for theory building, research, and practice in sociology of education.Delete TobeyJuly 6, 2012 at 6:32 PM • Peters & Freeman-Moir => Edutopias: New utopian thinking in education Education has always been part of the search for the ideal society and, therefore, an important part of the utopian tradition in Western culture, politics and literature. Education has often served to define the ideal society or to provide the principal means of creating it. This unique collection of essays by well known scholars from around the world examines the role of edutopias in the utopian tradition, examining its sources and sites as a means for understanding the aims and purposes of education, for realizing its societal value, and for criticizing its present economic, technological and organizational modes. These essays will stimulate new thinking in ways that impinge on both theoretical and practical questions, as well as offering the reader a series of reminders of the ethical and political dimensions of education and its place in helping to build good and just societies. The collection is aimed at an audience of teachers and graduate students, although it will also be of interest to administrators, policy-makers and the general public interested in utopian thinking and its relation to education. For a preview through chapter 2, see => http://www.sensepublishers.com/catalog/files/90-77874-14-3.pdf • Rizvi & Lingard => Globalizing education policy: In what ways have the processes of globalization reshaped the educational policy terrain? How might we analyse education policies located within this new terrain, which is at once local, national, regional and global? In Globalizing Education Policy, the authors explore the key global drivers of policy change in education, and suggest that these do not operate in the same way in all nation-states. They examine the transformative effects of globalization on the discursive terrain within which educational policies are developed and enacted, arguing that this terrain is increasingly informed by a range of neo-liberal precepts which have fundamentally changed the ways in which we think about educational governance. They also suggest that whilst in some countries these precepts are resisted, to some extent, they have nonetheless become hegemonic, and provide an overview of some critical issues in educational policy to which this hegemonic view of globalization has given rise, including: devolution and decentralization new forms of governance the balance between public and private funding of education access and equity and the education of girls curriculum particularly with respect to the teaching of English language and technology pedagogies and high stakes testing and the global trade in education. These issues are explored within the context of major shifts in global processes and ideological discourses currently being experienced, and negotiated by all countries. The book also provides an approach to education policy analysis in an age of globalization and will be of interest to those studying globalization and education policy across the social sciences.Delete TobeyJuly 6, 2012 at 6:33 PM • Saltman & Gabbard => Education as enforcement: The militarization and corporatization of public schools The first volume to focus on the intersections of militarization, corporations, and education, Education as Enforcement exposed the many ways schooling has become the means through which the expansion of global corporate power are enforced. Since publication of the first edition, these trends have increased to disturbing levels as a result of the extensive militarization of civil society, the implosion of the neoconservative movement, and the financial meltdown that radically called into question the basic assumptions undergirding neoliberal ideology. An understanding of the enforcement of these corporate economic imperatives remains imperative to a critical discussion of related militarized trends in schools, whether through accountability and standards, school security, or other discipline based reforms. Education as Enforcement elaborates upon the central arguments of the first edition and updates readers on how recent events have reinforced their continued original relevance. In addition to substantive updates to several original chapters, this second edition includes a new foreword by Henry Giroux, a new introduction, and four new chapters that reveal the most contemporary expressions of the militarization and corporatization of education. New topics covered in this collection include zero-tolerance, foreign and second language instruction in the post-9/11 context, the rise of single-sex classrooms, and the intersection of the militarization and corporatization of schools under the Obama administration. For review, see => http://postcolonial.net/backfile/view?id=198Delete Reply DaisygirlAugust 14, 2012 at 7:18 PM Hi, just wanted to point out that #2 "Hold onto Your Kids" is written by Gordon Neufeld and Gabor Mate.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ▼  July (1) Summer reading ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/05/bcs-adult-education-program-victim-of.html,Staffroom Confidential: BC's adult education program victim of "choice" Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Wednesday, May 9, 2012 BC's adult education program victim of "choice" The BC government has announced that it will no longer fund many of the adult education courses that were previously available at no cost, unless they are taken online. Among those courses on the chopping block are Grade 12 courses in physics, calculus, financial accounting, law, social justice, comparative civilizations, marketing, tourism and geography. (See the Vancouver Sun article here: http://www.vancouversun.com/technology/adult+education+with+funding+cuts/6589057/story.html) Under the guise of "choice" and "flexibility", this government is in fact reducing choice for the purposes of cost cutting. They do not want to fund classrooms and teachers to provide adult education, but they are willing to pay the much smaller cost of an online course, despite the evidence that for many learners, this is not effective. Adult education programs provide excellent opportunities for adult learners to complete or improve their secondary level coursework. Often this enables further post-secondary educational opportunities. It is one of the pathways to improved education, employment and a higher standard of living. Creating a cost for these programs creates a barrier for those needing the upgrade and will result in fewer adults making this decision. This decision is short sighted and irrational. It is no surprise, however. And it is completely in line with what this government really means by "choice" and "flexibility". The choice for Boards of Education to eliminate programs. The choice to offer programs through an online format only. The flexibility to do it the cheap way, not the best way. With the changes in Bills 22 and 36, expect more decisions like these. These two pieces of legislation enable the Ministry to change funding models and instruction time guarantees so that Boards can make more "choices" to deliver educational programs in the cheapest way possible. As usual, choice and flexibility are all about money and never about the students. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 8:26 AM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 3 comments: SheriMay 9, 2012 at 2:56 PM Sickening.ReplyDelete C. WelchMay 18, 2012 at 9:42 AM Hi Tara, A bigger issue for teachers, I would contend, is how the remaining courses are funded. By next year, as I understand it, all remaining (funded) adult courses will be supported through a "50/50" model. That means any school - online or face-to-face - will only get 50% up front, and will receive the remaining amount only after the adult student has completed the course. In my experience in distance/distributed learning (DL), this makes full-time DL teachers economically unsustainable. A DL school simply can't carry full-time teachers with the hope of getting half its funding upon completion. Given the historically (and naturally?) lower completion rates in DL, distance ed. schools that rely on adult learners may be forced to go back to the old ways of the correspondence school: piecemeal contract marking. In other words, the DL world is going to face even more pressure. DL teachers are already considered non-enrolling teachers (which is dangerous and absurd), and DL schools already receive substantially less per student FTE than brick-and-mortar schools. So don't blame DL. They may end up worse off than brick-and-mortar adult ed. programs.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeMay 18, 2012 at 11:26 AM All true, and a much longer discussion about everything that is wrong about how DL was set up in BC to begin with based on a model where Districts compete with each other. DL is great for certain students and should be fully funded and properly supported. But it is often and increasingly being used as a replacement when it doesn't make sense. In the US, some states now mandate that every student take a DL course regardless of their situation, learning style, etcetera. It is being done simply as a cost savings measure and to line the pockets of companies like K12 Inc. I wouldn't be surprised if the next great terrible idea of this government is to similarly contract out DL services to a private company.Delete Reply Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ▼  May (6) Cowichan Trustees take courageous stand Excerpt from Our Times article Education reform and the folly of school choice Specialist teachers speak out about Bill 22 BC's adult education program victim of "choice" Teacher morale and the role of Principals ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=22384,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 23, Number 5, March 2011   Le miracle finlandais Par Moh Chelali  Imaginez des étudiants qui déambulent une bonne partie de la journée dans des couloirs aux couleurs chaudes décorés de travaux des élèves de l’école. Adossés aux murs, quelques fauteuils pour que les élèves discutent en groupe ou simplement se reposent. Imaginez de vastes classes très spacieuses équipées de tout le matériel le plus moderne y compris des derniers cris de la technologie. Les élèves y passent seulement 45 minutes de cours pour chaque séance. Aucun test, quiz ou examen n’est administré! Jusqu’à 9 ans les élèves ne sont pas notés et même quand ils le sont à partir de 9 ans il n’y a pas de chiffre ou de pourcentage associé à la note, juste quelques commentaires !! Imaginez des élèves joyeux qui déposent sans crainte leur vêtement dans des vestiaires en libre accès dans le hall de l’école alors que leurs vélos utilisés pour venir sont laissés sans antivol dans des emplacements prévus à l’intérieur de l’école. Imaginez des relations entre professeurs et élèves empreintes d’une grande familiarité jusqu’au point que certains élèves peuvent téléphoner si besoin est à leur professeur sur son portable pour obtenir des éclaircissements sur un point du programme et où il n’est pas rare non plus qu’un professeur se rende au domicile de ses élèves afin de se rendre compte de leurs conditions de vie. Imaginez des enseignants avec moins d’heures de cours à enseigner que dans n’importe quel autre système scolaire dans le monde. Des enseignants qui ont tout le temps nécessaire pour réfléchir à leur pédagogie et offrir des activités extracurriculaires aux élèves. Chaque enseignant a toute l’autonomie pour enseigner ce qu’il veut, comme il le veut et quand le veut dans le cadre des objectifs globaux du curriculum. Les effectifs des classes dépassent rarement les 20 élèves. Imaginez une école totalement gratuite sans aucun frais. Les fournitures scolaires et les repas sont fournis gratuitement. Le directeur d'école est un enseignant la moitié du temps, et durant l’autre moitié il est responsable de l'encadrement et de la coordination pédagogique. Les tâches de la gestion des finances sont assurées par la municipalité dans laquelle l’école est située. Imaginez des écoles privées intégrées ou jumelées à un système public plus que performant et où l’élève se rend avec plaisir à l’école la plus proche de chez lui. Imaginez des enseignants avec une maîtrise comme formation académique pour commencer leur métier et qui reçoivent un soutien continu et une multitude de choix de développement professionnel. Souvent, ces enseignants sont rattachés au centre d’études ou de recherches de l’université la plus proche de leur école pour explorer les meilleures approches pédagogiques pour mieux aider leurs élèves. Imaginez des écoles maternelles et pré-maternelles avec une atmosphère familiale presque comme à la maison. Des éducateurs en nombre suffisant pour communiquer en tout temps avec chaque enfant. Trois assistantes maternelles plus une aide ménagère par groupe de 12 enfants entre 1 et 3 ans sont en permanence présents; 2 professeurs qualifiés, une assistante maternelle et une aide ménagère sont présents pour tout groupe de 21 enfants entre 3 et 6 ans. Imaginez que tout le mobilier de l’école est astucieusement choisi pour ses couleurs et son confort pour n’imposer aucun stress inutile aux enfants. Le rythme des activités est organisé de telle manière que les enfants restent calmes, détendus et disponibles. Imaginez qu’on cherche avant tout à éveiller l’enfant, par des activités ludiques et des jeux et ce n’est qu’à partir de 7 ans que les enfants commencent normalement à apprendre à lire. Après 7 ans, chaque jour est consacré à une discipline (musique, sport, activités manuelle ou artistiques, langue maternelle, maths) mais c’est seulement le matin que les enfants s’y initient, de façon toujours très attractive. L’après-midi est réservé au jeu. Imaginez que les apprentissages initiaux se font sans violence, sans stress et sans contrainte excessive en ayant pour seul souci de stimuler, de motiver, d’être à l’écoute. Si un enfant montre des dispositions particulières ce qui n’est pas rare dans un tel climat, on lui donnera l’opportunité d’apprendre à lire plus précocement (6 ans). En revanche, en accord avec les parents, les professeurs peuvent garder un enfant jusqu’à 8 ans au niveau de la maternelle s’il apparaît qu’il n’est pas prêt pour la classe supérieure. Après, le redoublement est en principe proscrit par la loi. Une école de rêve dites-vous ? Existe-t-elle vraiment ? Et si elle existe combien coûtera-t-elle aux payeurs d’impôts ? Vous l’aurez compris au titre de cet article, cette école existe bel et bien et elle s’appelle le modèle finlandais. « Le modèle finlandais est le meilleur au monde ». Selon une étude internationale menée par l’OCDE (enquête Pisa) : à 15 ans le niveau des élèves finlandais surpasse de loin celui de leurs camarades européens et d’ailleurs dans le monde. La Finlande arrive en tête pour les performances en lecture de ses élèves parmi les 43 pays participants (les 30 pays de l’OCDE plus 13 pays associés). Elle arrive à la 4ème place en maths et à la 3ème place en sciences. Déjà au début des années 2000 elle figurait parmi les tout premiers pays au monde pour l’efficacité de son éducation. En 2003, elle améliora encore sa position, et obtint la première place, parmi les 41 pays participants, dans les 3 matières déjà évaluées en 2000 et la seconde pour la résolution de problèmes, introduite dans cette nouvelle session de 2003. La Finlande reste depuis en tête de liste des pays développés qui participent aux tests PISA («Programme international pour le suivi des acquis des élèves» mené par les pays de l’OCDE) Combien cela coûte? Tenez-vous bien, les dépenses annuelles par étudiant en Finlande sont aux alentours de 7500$ par étudiants soit 5.8% du PIB. Ceci reste bien inférieur au coût de pratiquement toutes les provinces au Canada. À titre d’exemple le coût par étudiant est de 8500$ en Colombie-Britannique, de 8,300$ (2006) au Québec et de 10,730 $ en Ontario ! Quel est alors le secret de ce miracle ? La Finlande a fait un choix délibéré de parier sur l’élève qui est au centre de l’apprentissage. Les diverses approches sont basées sur une fine et profonde analyse des besoins réels de chaque élève et chaque élève est unique. Bien sûr le système finlandais respecte profondément les savoirs, mais il respecte encore plus les individus à qui il veut les faire acquérir. Comme décrit ci-haut, l’environnement est chaleureux et accueillant sans aucune contrainte ni stress imposé sur les élèves ou les enseignants. Les rythmes d’apprentissages sont savamment adaptés et dosés aux rythmes des élèves. Dès la maternelle, on a instauré une détection précoce des handicaps et des troubles de l’apprentissage et on a préparé des interventions adaptées avec un personnel spécialisé et hautement qualifié. Le taux d’encadrement est très élevé avec des enseignants qui ont tous une maîtrise en éducation et une formation sur le terrain très exigeante. Les enseignants sont au cœur du succès finlandais. Tous les enseignants sont experts et associés à l’université pour des travaux de recherches et de pédagogie appliquée. Les enseignants sont très respectés dans la société et jouissent d’une liberté pédagogique totale et d’une grande marge d’autonomie et d’initiative. C’est assurément là une composante essentielle de leur motivation. Un pays comme la Finlande nous donne l’exemple d’un modèle performant à suivre. Les querelles stériles qui empoisonnent encore aujourd’hui le climat d’éducation chez nous, devrait être dépassées par un vrai dialogue constructif de tous les partenaires sociaux. Il y a quelques semaines, l’association des directeurs d’école de la C-B a rejeté les tests standardisés appelés en anglais (FSA) pour les même raisons que les enseignants. Et que fait notre ministre? Elle s’entête à les faire passer alors qu’une grande proportion des parents les rejettent et que de ce point de vue, même s’ils avaient un intérêt pédagogique-ce qui n’est pas le cas- ils ne sont pas statistiquement significatifs. C’est tout simplement une perte de temps et d’argent. On pourra parler aussi de la fermeture d’écoles de proximité sous la couverture de l’efficacité économique, ce qui n’aide pas au travail de proximité en éducation. Mais énumérer la longue liste de ce dont il faut débattre et corriger fera partie d’un autre débat. L’école est devenue un instrument politique qui obéit aux règles de l’offre et de la demande, jugée plus sur sa performance économique que sur sa valeur sociale. L’école devrait plutôt être considérée comme un idéal de rassemblement de tous afin d’édifier une société juste et prospère. References et vidéos à voir : www.dailymotion.com/video/xc3psh_le-modele-deducation-finlandaise_tech  www.dailymotion.com/video/x8f8w1_education-le-modele-finlandais_news  Moh Chelali, Responsable des programmes et services en français, Fédération des enseignants de la Colombie-Britannique.  Synopsis: This article describes the education system in Finland and explains how Finland’s education system became the best in the world. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141003,www.facebook.com,https://www.facebook.com/supporteducationinbc/events?ref=page_internal,WE Support BC Teachers - Events | Facebook Facebook logo Email or Phone Password Keep me logged in Forgot your password? Mobile Find Friends Badges People Pages Places Games Locations About Create Ad Create Page Developers Careers Privacy Cookies Terms Help Facebook © 2014 · English (US))
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12074,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2001 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 13, Number 6, April 2001 Misconstruing “essential” by Peggy Salaberry It’s very far away now, 40 years in the past, the wood and varnish scent of the classroom where my teacher formally introduced me to logic. I still remember it though, those mathlike language ways of representing thought. If A equals B and B equals C, then A equals C. Sounds reasonable enough. "All cows eat grass. Bossy is a cow. Darned if Bossy won’t be out there eating grass with the rest of the cows." I learned back in logic class, too, that logic can be flawed, that there are a lot of tricks people play to make thought sound logical when it is not. One trick is the fourth term. "Grass gets you high. Bossy eats grass. Therefore Bossy is as high as a kite." Bossy and high are terms one and two. Grass is the third and the fourth term, because it has two meanings. So, logically the conclusion doesn’t work. This is what Gordon Campbell has done with his advertising campaign about schools and essential services. Education, he argues, is essential. What is essential should be protected. Therefore, his government (should it exist) must enact legislation to protect education. Gordon Campbell is playing with words, because both education and essential, in this context, have two meanings. There is education, the ongoing experience that builds to form a body of knowledge, attitudes, and skills. However, this is not the same thing as the set of days, taken individually or in small groups, where a student misses school for any number of reasons—illness or trips to Disneyland. The child has, regrettably perhaps, lost some days of school, but he or she has not missed out on an education. Essential is tricky in the same way. That big "E" education is said to be essential. It gets you ahead in life. It enriches everything you do. Still, that’s an item different from essential, such as one cannot live without it. What is lost when a public service involved in education goes on strike is the convenience of a set routine. It is difficult for families to regroup and make alternative arrangements. No one is happy about this, but when all is said and done, the students will still be educated. On the flip-side of this argument is another consideration: People’s rights, and this includes families and children, are more threatened than protected by this proposed legislation. The legislation on essential-service designation for education seeks to curtail permanently and incisively the right to collective action. No one likes the inconvenience of a strike, least of all the workers on strike, but over and over and over again, the right to take job action has promoted the health, safety, security, and well-being of workers and their families. I am thankful to my logic teacher for the lesson she taught so long ago. I may have missed the lesson the first time around. I may have been absent that day, but she repeated the information, and it was included in the text, and I reviewed it before the test, and it has been very useful, if not essential, in teasing the truth from the statements of politicians. Peggy Salaberry, a member of the BCTF Bargaining Team, is on leave from Central Okanagan. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "October is #FosterFamilyMonth. Thank you #BC for opening your homes and hearts to more than 5,900 children and youth." @John_Yap - 11:14pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141007,www.huffingtonpost.ca,http://www.huffingtonpost.ca/2014/10/07/toronto-best-food_n_5944820.html?ir=Canada+Living,Toronto's Best Food: Our Readers Pick Their Favourites View mobile site October 7, 2014 Huffpost Canada Living ca Edition: ca Show/Hide Brasil BR Canada CA Deutschland DE España ES France FR Italia IT 日本 (Japan) JP 한국 (Korea) KR Maghreb MG United Kingdom UK United States US Region: ALL Show/Hide All Canada Alberta British Columbia Québec (en français) Follow Newsletters Get Canada LivingNewsletters Email address Enter Email Address Huffington Post Search Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search iOS app Android app More Log in Create Account Notifications 0 $USERNAME Profile Settings Logout FRONT PAGE Politics Ford Still Doesn't Understand Racism 51 Kenney Posts Photos Of Iraqi Children To Make Case For ISIL Airstrikes 91 Clinton: Canadian Help In ISIL Fight 'Indispensable' 44 Unvetted Judge Joins Supreme Court 42 Canada Sends Advance Team To Middle East 109 Go to Politics More in Politics The Pulse Stephen Harper You Might Also Like US Politics UK Politics Business Porn Company Has A Raunchy Deal For Air Canada Pilots 3 Sun News Just Lost Its Main Source Of Content; What Now? 48 Canadian Cities Surprisingly Unpopular Destinations For Workers 0 This Is How You Rack Up U.S. Roaming Charges While In Canada 14 Look What China Might Actually Build 47 Go to Business More in Business Small Business Money You Might Also Like Tech TechCrunch Autoblog WorldPost Spanish Nurse First To Contract Ebola Outside West Africa 518 It's Been 3 Weeks Since Anyone's Seen Kim And Rumors Are Swirling 91 3 New Findings On ISIS Weapons That You Should Know About 0 Kurds Face Massacre In Syrian Border Town As Turkey Just Watches 334 American Held Hostage By ISIS: 'I Am Obviously Pretty Scared To Die' 70 Go to WorldPost More in WorldPost Foreign Affairs World Elections Arab Uprising Afghanistan War Syria Crisis You Might Also Like Travel Impact Living 100 Pumpkin Carvings That Will Inspire You 0 Fried Maple Leaves Are A Delicacy In Japan, And We're Jealous 6 WATCH: HuffPost Readers School Us On Toronto's Real Must-Eats 2 Toronto Dubbed Fourth Most Livable City In The World 0 33 Signs You Live In Liberty Village 1 Go to Living You Might Also Like Healthy Living Food Recipes Divorce Women Parentdish Green Post50 Weddings Style Best Halloween Costumes For Men And Women 0 Most Offensive Products In Retail 3 Canadian Model Coco Rocha Is Pregnant! 4 LOOK: Matthew McConaughey Wears 'Dazed And Confused' T-Shirt 1 Go to Style More in Style Beauty Fashion Celeb Style Entertaining and Etiquette Stylelist Canada Wedding Style Home Style You Might Also Like Style (U.S.) Weddings Stylelist Canada Entertainment Kris Jenner Opens Up About The Late Robert Kardashian 6 Blake Lively Is Pregnant! 30 Mariah Carey Proves She's Not Lip-Synching 42 Is This Where George Clooney And Amal Alamuddin Honeymooned? 7 Pregnant Kelly Rowland Poses Topless In Black And White Photo Shoot 2 Go to Entertainment You Might Also Like Music Celebrity TV Moviefone Arts The Glamorous History Of Pin-Up Like You've Never Seen It Before 3 1 Here Are A Bunch Of F*cking Delightful Artsy Cat Photos. You're Welcome. 3 This Is What It Really Looks Like To Be A Modern Day Nun 8 New Animation-Inspired Art Show Will Make You Yearn For Saturday Morning Cartoons 0 Go to Arts You Might Also Like Books Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Religion Alberta 20 Puppies Found Abandoned In Field 6 Anti-Abortion Postcard Targets Tory MP.. Again 26 Mystery 'GPO Girl' Turns Up In Calgary 0 Jim Prentice: Time A Critical Factor In Alberta Worker Shortage 12 Go to Alberta More in Alberta Alberta Politics Alberta Business Alison Redford Calgary Edmonton British Columbia B.C. Teen Killed By Train Was Wearing Headphones, Texting: RCMP 13 Anthem Singer's Fall Is Lesson In Showmanship 3 Pastafarian Loses B.C. Driver's Licence Over Holy Colander 0 Elderly Asian Women Attacked In Vancouver 0 Lawyers Of Convicted Surrey Six Gangsters Want Mistrial 3 Go to British Columbia More in British Columbia B.C. Politics B.C. Business Christy Clark Vancouver All Sections News Canada Politics Canada Business US Politics US Business World Media Sports Education Crime Weird News Good News Daily Finance Entertainment Entertainment Music TV Celebrity Comedy Arts Books Moviefone Life & Style Living Style Home Healthy Living Taste Weddings Travel Parents Divorce HuffPost 50 Marlo Thomas OWN Tech & Science Tech Science Green Techcrunch Engadget TUAW Joystiq Voices Impact Women Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Religion College Teen Local Quebec (French) Calgary Montreal Ottawa Toronto Vancouver Winnipeg Mapquest Patch.com Our Mobile Apps: iPhone iPad HuffPost Live iPad Android Phone Android Tablet Living Healthy Living Food Recipes Divorce Women Parents Green Parentdish Post50 Weddings Fried Maple Leaves Are A Delicacy In Japan, And We're Jealous 2014-10-06 15:13:16 33 Signs You Live In Liberty Village 2014-10-06 17:20:38 100 Pumpkin Carvings That Will Inspire You 2014-10-06 12:57:00 Fight Acne With.. Grapes? 2014-10-02 11:04:33 8 Co-Workers You Really Don't Want To Deal With 2014-10-06 13:52:27 Baby Elephant's Fall And Rescue Is The Only Pick-Me-Up You Need 2014-10-03 13:40:28 Canada's Blood Inventory Is 'Critically Low' 2014-10-01 10:13:18 One Of The World's 'Most Romantic Cities' Is Right Here In Canada 2014-10-04 12:02:22 World's First Baby Delivered Via Transplanted Womb 2014-10-05 19:38:24 Previous Story Next Story Toronto's Best Food: Our Readers Pick Their Favourites The Huffington Post Canada  | By Rebecca Zamon Email Posted: 10/07/2014 9:28 am EDT Updated: 10/07/2014 9:59 am EDT Share Tweet Email Comment tumblr reddit The beautiful thing about lists is that everyone has an opinion about them. And frankly, with eating basically a universal pastime for the denizens of Toronto, there are tons of places to indulge. So of course Torontonians wanted to speak up when it came to talking about the city's "must eats." After we published our story on the city's quintessential foods in August, we were reminded and chided about the places we'd missed, or even spots we didn't know about entirely (it's a big city, guys, it's bound to happen). So check out some recommendations from our well-fed eaters in the video above, and oh yes, be sure to tell us all of the other places we missed. After all, if you're creating a Toronto food bucket list, you may as well make sure it's complete. Check out our original list here: Close  Toronto's Must Eats of   Where to get it: Alex Rei Dos Leitões Where is that exactly?: 202 Ossington Ave. (south of Dundas) Why do I need to eat this in Toronto?: Because, thanks to the huge number of Portuguese-Canadians in the city, we have churrasco joints that make authentic barbecue chicken (over charcoal, of course). Where to get it: Alibaba's Where is that exactly?: Oh, just about everywhere in the city Why do I need to eat this in Toronto?: Because chicken + veggies + whatever they put in their sauces + being everywhere makes for the perfect post-bar food. Where to get it: Allan's Pastry Shop Where is that exactly?: 3064 Don Mills Rd. (North York) Why do I need to eat this in Toronto?: A flaky crust, a whole lot of meat and a serious kick makes these Jamaican patties authentically amazing. Where to get it: The Burger's Priest Where is that exactly?: 3397 Yonge St. (north of Lawrence); 463 Queen St. W. (west of Spadina), 1636 Queen St. E. (east of Coxwell), 1599 the Queensway (Etobicoke), 7887 Weston Rd. #6 (Vaughan), 129 Lakeshore Rd. E. (Mississauga) Why do I need to eat this in Toronto?: Because it consists of a double cheeseburger, two grilled cheeses (used as buns) and a patty that has been called the best in the city. Where to get it: Bymark Where is that exactly?: 66 Wellington St. W. (Financial District) Why do I need to eat this in Toronto?: The original gourmet burger in Toronto, it's celebrity chef Mark McEwan's baby, made with grass-fed beef, brie and porcini mushrooms — and worth the $35 price tag. Where to get it: California Sandwiches Where is that exactly?: 12 locations to serve your veal needs Why do I need to eat this in Toronto?: One of the items that gets brought up as an "iconically" Torontonian food, we may not be the only city with this sandwich, but we make it really, really well. Where to get it: Chinese Traditional Bun Where is that exactly?: 536 Dundas St. W. (Chinatown) Why do I need to eat this in Toronto?: This dish of two-foot-long noodles, pork, chili oil, bean paste and bamboo is particularly well-made at this beloved (and notorious) downtown spot Where to get it: Caplansky's Where is that exactly?: 356 College St. (north of Kensington Market); also at the airport Why do I need to eat this in Toronto?: Caplansky's is probably the closest this city has to a Schwartz's and the owner, Zane Caplanky, is a staple in Toronto because of it. He's one of the people responsible for some of the biggest improvements in Toronto's food truck scene and his truck -- Thunderin Thelma -- serves up some solid beef bacon doughnuts. Where to get it: Carousel Bakery Where is that exactly?: St. Lawrence Market Why do I need to eat this in Toronto?: Because this could be the one food truly unique to Toronto, and when you get it here, it's the most authentic: just a bun and some peameal bacon. Pro tip: Add spicy mustard and/or horseradish. Where to get it: Dangerous Dan's Diner Where is that exactly?: 714 Queen St. E. (at Broadview) Why do I need to eat this in Toronto?: So that you can say you did. Check out what it consists of: two patties, four slices of bacon, two slices of cheddar, a fried egg on top, served with fries and gravy (and a can of pop). Where to get it: Drupati's Where is that exactly?: 1085 Bellamy Rd. N. (Scarborough) Why do I need to eat this in Toronto?: Because the bara is fresh and spongy, the filling is hot, and it's the closest approximation to the doubles you'd actually get in Trinidad. Where to get it: Fran's Where is that exactly?: #104-33 Yonge Street (at Front); 20 College St. (at Yonge); 200 Victoria St. (south of Dundas) Why do I need to eat this in Toronto?: There aren't too many diners in Toronto compared to major U.S. cities, and that makes Fran's special. Also special are the memories when you've been drunk off your ass and in serious need of a post-drinking meal to soak up that excess booze. Plus, it's always open. Where to get it: Nova Era Where is that exactly?: Five locations across the city Why do I need to eat this in Toronto?: These tarts can be found at practically any bakery in the city and have become a staple for those who ask "what can I bring for dessert?" Also, they're delectable. Where to get it: Fresh Where is that exactly?: 326 Bloor St. W. (at Spadina); 894 Queen St. W. (east of Ossington); 147 Spadina Ave. (south of Queen); 90 Eglinton Ave. E. (at Yonge) Why do I need to eat this in Toronto?: For vegetarians, Fresh is the easiest and best place to go with meat eaters, because they'll gobble up their (completely veggie) meals without a word of complaint. Plus, the veggie burger is perfect. Where to get it: Gandhi's Indian Cuisine Where is that exactly?: 554 Queen St. W. (east of Bathurst) Why do I need to eat this in Toronto?: Gigantic and easy to share, this roti has tons of flavour and doesn't skimp on the creamy sauces or tamarind chutney. Where to get it: Grand Electric Where is that exactly?: 1330 Queen St. W. (Parkdale) Why do I need to eat this in Toronto?: A delicious mountain of squid dressed like hot wings, piled high on a crispy tortilla and sprinkled with jalapenos? Um, sign us up. Where to get it: Gilead Cafe Where is that exactly?: 4 Gilead Place (Corktown) Why do I need to eat this in Toronto?: Because chef Jamie Kennedy is a master of many things, including local foods, but particularly these salted, crisp, adorably packaged french fries. Where to get it: Jumbo Empanadas Where is that exactly?: 245 Augusta Ave. (Kensington Market) Why do I need to eat this in Toronto?: Because the name of the shop doesn't lie, and the Chilean empanadas they serve up deliver with beef, chicken or vegetables (as well as the occasional grape or olive inside as a delicious surprise). Where to get it: Pizzeria Libretto Where is that exactly?: 221 Ossington Ave. (south of Dundas); 550 Danforth Ave. (at Carlaw) Why do I need to eat this in Toronto?: Because, love it or hate it, you need to try it at least once. This thin crust, Napoletana-style pizza comes equipped with plenty of options for toppings, all fresh and delicious. Pro tip: Order a cocktail. Where to get it: Mother's Dumplings Where is that exactly?: 421 Spadina Ave. (Chinatown); 804 Danforth Ave. (west of Jones) Why do I need to eat this in Toronto?: The pan-fried dumplings are basically Northern Chinese comfort food that's easy to share with friends and ridiculously addictive. Where to get it: Nguyen Huong Where is that exactly?: 322 Spadina Ave. (Chinatown); 5661 Steeles Ave. East, Unit 1 (Scarborough); 3255 Rutherford Rd. Building M#45 (Vaughan); 1625 Wilson Ave. (North York) Why do I need to eat this in Toronto?: Banh Mi Boyz may be the new star when it comes to Vietnamese subs in Toronto but this family-run shop has been serving pate-and-mayo-slathered baguettes since the '90s. Walk in and you'll see what makes Toronto so great. Behind the counter: a generation of immigrants who'll talk in Vietnamese but won't bat an eye when you ask for "no cilantro" in your order in English while a mish-mash of people from all walks of life all wait politely in line for delicious sandwich that'll cost you less than $4. Where to get it: Gryfe's Where is that exactly?: 3421 Bathurst St. (north of Lawrence), and distributed in various high end grocers around the city Why do I need to eat this in Toronto?: Because it's different (and dare we say, better) than a Montreal or New York bagel, tiny and light and fluffy and slightly sweet. Where to get it: Rol San Where is that exactly?: 323 Spadina Ave. (Chinatown) Why do I need to eat this in Toronto?: Good, reliable, no frills dim sum served with the authentic plastic tablecloths and a price point that everyone can get behind Where to get it: Samosa King Where is that exactly?: 5210 Finch Ave. E. (Scarborough) Why do I need to eat this in Toronto?: Crispy, flavourful and bite-size, these samosas are the non-greasy, cheap solution to the samosa problem you didn't even know you had. Where to get it: Sneaky Dee's Where is that exactly?: 431 College St. (at Bathurst) Why do I need to eat this in Toronto?: Layers of all the good stuff, with your guacamole baked right in. And accompanied by many pitchers of beer, obviously. Where to get it: Buk Chang Dong Soon Tofu Where is that exactly?: 691 Bloor St. W. (east of Christie) Why do I need to eat this in Toronto?: Because it's genuinely fantastic Korean food, made in an authentic way, with a price that gets you in and out under $20 for two people. Where to get it: Lee Where is that exactly?: 601 King St. W. (between Spadina and Bathurst) Why do I need to eat this in Toronto?: Susur Lee's classic dish has been recounted over and over again, but that doesn't make this 19-ingredient slaw any less delicious (or less fun) to eat Where to get it: Tiny Tom Donuts Where is that exactly?: CNE (and their store at 7323 Woodbine Ave. in Markham) Why do I need to eat this in Toronto?: Because there's nothing like getting your hands covered in sugary powder and keeping the paper bag from dripping with grease as you make your way through the Ex (or any festival around the city). Where to get it: Salad King Where is that exactly?: 340 Yonge St. (north of Dundas) Why do I need to eat this in Toronto?: Because it's massive, it comes quickly, and eating at Salad King is the default of so many people in downtown Toronto, it should be on tourist brochures Where to get it: Almost every major intersection (and quite a few non-major ones) Where is that exactly?: Canada.com has conveniently mapped them all out here Why do I need to eat this in Toronto?: Because for a long time, hot dogs were the only cooked food able to be sold on Toronto streets, and therefore, we like to think we've perfected the art of truly great street meat.  Share  Tweet  ✖ Advertisement Share this ✖ close Current Slide More: Best Food in Toronto Toronto Food Toronto Must Eat Food Toronto Restaurants to Try Iconic Toronto Food What Is Toronto Food Top Toronto Restaurants Best Restaurants in Toronto 2014 Toronto Must Eats Quintessential Toronto Food Best Toronto Food Toronto Quintessential Food Top Food Toronto Suggest a correction Around the Web Top Rated Toronto Restaurants In Downtown Toronto Food Menu ... NOW's Best of Toronto - Best Food Toronto » Restaurants - Yelp Toronto's Best Restaurants? - Huffington Post Toronto - Things to Do and Best New Places to Eat - Thrillist The 10 best new restaurants in Toronto - The Globe and Mail Best of Toronto - blogTO   Click here to view Conversations Conversations Most Popular 100 Pumpkin Carvings That Will Inspire You Pinterest Fried Maple Leaves Are A Delicacy In Japan, And We're Jealous Lens On Japan WATCH: HuffPost Readers School Us On Toronto's Real Must-Eats CookiesandTomatoes.com Toronto Dubbed Fourth Most Livable City In The World Getty Images One Of The World's 'Most Romantic Cities' Is Right Here In Canada Getty Images 33 Signs You Live In Liberty Village FLICKR: CARLOS PACHECO 8 Co-Workers You Really Don't Want To Deal With Creatas Images via Getty Images 30 Halloween Costumes For Kids That Are Too Cute For Words Pinterest 30 Cute Costumes For Pets That Will Make You Want More Pets Etsy Where to Find The Best Cheap Eats In Canada Guu 'Healthy' Cereals Ranked By How Much Sugar They Have Kellogs/Kashi/General Mills Fight Acne With.. Grapes? Jim Delillo via Getty Images 8 Nuit Blanche Displays With Powerful Messages Twitter 20 Pumpkin Pie Ideas That Will Improve Your Thanksgiving Menu HP FOLLOW HUFFPOST Email Email Address Options HuffPost Daily Brief Living Get top stories and blog posts emailed to me each day.. Facebook HuffPost Living Twitter HuffPost Follow Living Follow Google Plus HuffPost Living RSS The Huffington Post Living All RSS / Feeds Phone Available on the App Store Android App on Google Play Get it at Blackberry App World Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search advertise log in make HuffPost your home page RSS careers FAQ user agreement privacy policy comment policy about us about our ads contact us Copyright ©2014 TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. "The Huffington Post" is a registered trademark of TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. All rights reserved. Part of AOL Lifestyle Use this form to alert a HuffPost editor about a factual or typographical error in this story. Notify message * Required * * * What kind of error is this? Choose an option Factual or typographical Comment moderation problem Rights and permissions Other * What is the correction? 0 count Describe the error here (1,000 character limit) * Type the words below so we know you are not a cyborg Sign me up for The Huffington Post's Daily Brief Thank you!)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/parents.aspx?id=3588&printPage=true,BCTF > Off to a good start - Practicing early reading and writing skills at home  	For parents  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > For Parents > Supporting Your Child's Learning Off to a Good Start – Practicing Early Reading and Writing Skills at Home Read early; read often. Read to your child and with your child from a very young age. For variety, as he/she is learning to read: take turns on pages or lines read the page together and then, when he/she is able, have your child read it over alone. stop as you read and have your child guess what is going to happen next. stop in the middle of a sentence and have your child guess the next word. have your child spot certain words or letters on a page. Play, "I Spy", asking your child to find things that start with certain letters or letter sounds. Use a scrapbook or empty notebook and put a letter on each page. Have your child find pictures in magazines and catalogues that start with a certain letter; then help your child cut them out and glue them on the page for that letter. Chant rhyming words with your child. Start out with two or three that rhyme and see if your child can add more. As you child becomes interested in writing and reading, write short notes, read them to him/her if needed, and have him/her try to write back. Encourage and support your child's efforts without correcting too much at the beginning. Write letters of the alphabet on recipe cards, with the capital and small letter printed side by side. Use them as flashcards to help your child learn the name and sound for each letter. Also, have your child try to put the letters in alphabetical order, making a long "train" with them on the floor. Play "Hangman" or other word guessing games. This works particularly well if you are waiting (for food to arrive in a restaurant, for a doctor's appointment, etc.). It will hold your child's attention and help the time pass more quickly. Keep a family memory book with your child. Use a big scrapbook and put special photos, mementos, letters, etc. in it. At the early stages, your child can dictate to you and you can print the message for them. Later, your child will be able to print his or her own short entries. Join a public library and make family visits to the library a regular event. Having your child choose books to sign out and see you signing books out will help reinforce a positive attitude towards reading. When you are teaching your child to print his/her name, use a capital letter only on the first letter. Then your child won't have to re-learn it when he/she goes to school. Having children trace the letters and reminding them to start each printed letter at the top will also be a big help. If they are having difficulty gripping the pencil, try using a tri-cornered pencil grip (available at office supply stores and many toy stores) to ensure that they develop a good grip for printing. Using puzzles, playdough, beads, pegboards and other activities that exercise the small muscles and the mind will help prepare your child for school expectations in such areas as printing, copying and thinking through a series of steps. Practicing letters can be done in many other ways than simply with a paper and pencil. Your child can make letters with playdough, paint, felt pens, hand shapes, pipe cleaners, pasta, etc. Write big letters with a felt pen on an old plastic drop-sheet or oilcloth. Put the sheet on the floor and have your child jump on the letter that you call out. Print the capital and small letters together. This can also be done with numbers.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media last tweet "" @ - 12:00am Follow @ last post "" facebook/ - Jan 1st Like Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Touring a natural gas drilling rig with @MLA Mike Bernier, and Brian from EnCana http://t.co/AifdJ4H07b" @Teresa_Wat - 06:01pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13794,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > March 1998 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 10, Number 5, March 1998 Namibia by Don Reader Namibia, Africa's harsh paradise, is still in the news for B.C. teachers. The BCTF partnership with the Namibia National Teachers' Union (NANTU) continues to strengthen, through the tripartite agreements between BCTF, NANTU, and OXFAM-Canada. I have just returned from spending three and a half months working with NANTU to assist in expanding the school leadership program (staff rep training) to the regions. We conducted workshops in all 11 regions (urban and rural centres) for approximately 1 in 20 of the Namibian teachers. The thirst for more professional development was evident to those of us that facilitated the workshops and also in the written evaluations that the participants provided to NANTU. The next stage of the partnership is to further train the Namibian facilitators and to develop more union workshops. NANTU now has six workshops, and the facilitators have ideas for several more. NANTU also must develop its own professional development department so that it can fulfil the needs and requests of its members. In the four years I have been a part of this program, I have seen NANTU mature as an organization, but it still has only seven people in the head office to look after the needs of over 15,000 teachers at the national level. The regional offices of NANTU are quickly developing into important resources for Namibian teachers. B.C. teachers have played an important role in this part of the project. During the last two-and-a-half years, we have raised over $23,000 toward specific equipment projects for regional development. The money has purchased faxes, telephones, photocopiers, and computers for the regional offices. I have seen the excitement and pleasure of the teachers as they realize how the equipment will improve their ability to develop their profession. Namibian teachers still can use the support of the BCTF and OXFAM-Canada as the government is trying to bring in new staffing norms that would see the pupil-teacher ratio hit 40:1 in a couple of years. NANTU has become stronger over the last few years and is now able to respond to such ideas from a position of strength and respect. Our Namibian colleagues deserve no less than we expect for ourselves. The money the BCTF contributed through the W.R. Long International Solidarity Fund is well spent, and I am proud to have been a part of this joint program--Viva NANTU! Viva BCTF! (Phrases Namibian teachers oft repeat!) Don Reader, a retired teacher, is a BCTF staff rep training associate. Letter of appreciation I would like to show my gratitude to the BCTF leadership. This is due to the constant relationship between NANTU and BCTF since 1991. During the workshop facilitated by Susan Lambert, Don Reader, and Jean Chan, we realized beyond any doubt that BCTF is contributing to the building capacity of NANTU leadership in all structures. I therefore wish this relationship between these two trade unions to continue. BCTF's generous support is highly appreciated by the entire membership of NANTU. This was made clear by the workshop participants in Ondangwa I and II, in September and October 1997. Our technical advisor, Don Reader, leaves Namibia within a few days time, so, Don, we will remember you particularly for our NANTU/BCTF workshop in the region. Your presence gave us moral support, and we like what you did with our union. Of course next year, 1998, we have to conduct the rest of the workshops ourselves, but I know we have the courage to carry them out responsibly and educate our members at branch and school committees. Don, if time will permit it, we wish to see you back in the future, with Susan and Jean, and possibly some other BCTF colleagues. Please extend my greetings to your BCTF president, executive, and locals. Daniel Kleopas NANTU Regional Administrator $1,000 Raised for bush school in Nambia by Susan Lambert During the 1997 AGM, delegates generously participated in a raffle to raise money for a remote school in northern Namibia. The winning ticket holders were Louisa Sanchez (Prince Rupert), Marian Hartley (Burnaby), Murray Warren (Coquitlam), and Pat Ajello (Vancouver). In the fall, Don Reader who was working in Namibia on a joint BCTF/NANTU project, was able to take $1,000 to Katie Eilo for their school. Katie decided the money should be spent building a lockable storage shed, where school supplies and equipment could be kept securely, and on clothing for the children. The shed allows Katie to bring materials in to the school and leave them there rather than have to carry everything in and out on a daily basis. The entire village welcomed Don with a feast. The generosity of Canadian teachers will not soon be forgotten. Susan Lambert teaches at Lochdale Community School, Burnaby. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=6918&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 7, May/June 2006 Experience the voyageur adventure! This year, secondary students are visiting Fort Langley National Historic Site for a school program with a difference. The Voyageur Adventure is a fun-filled package that combines a thrilling paddle in majestic 35-foot fur trade canoes and an interactive visit to Fort Langley National Historic Site. The pilot program is a package created by Fort Langley National Historic Site and Voyageur Adventures Company, who have offered adventure-based learning through unique historical canoe programs for five years. Experienced guides lead the two-hour canoe adventure, instructing students in safety and paddling on a quiet channel of the Fraser River. Students not only learn to work as a team to maneuver the big canoes, they hear stories of the voyageurs and learn how the fur trade operated across Canada. At the fort, participants explore the site through a 90-minute program, discovering how First Nations and a small Hudson’s Bay Company trading post played a significant role in the story of Canada. The Voyageur Adventure is offered this spring and fall. Contact Fort Langley National Historic Site for more information or to book call 604-513-4777.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141007,www.scmp.com,http://www.scmp.com/frontpage/hk,Hong Kong Edition | South China Morning Post Login Subscribe Edition: Hong Kong Hong Kong International ClassifiedPost Directories Education Post LuxeHomes Search Wednesday October 8, 2014 Last updated: 5:43am Weather Hong Kong Humidity  UV  Pollution  Main menu Home News Business Comment Lifestyle Sport Property Magazines Multimedia Breakthrough on talks to end Occupy Central stand-off Students at the forefront of the pro-democracy protests that have swept the city have agreed to hold talks with top government officials including Chief Secretary Carrie Lam on Friday to find a solution to the political impasse. Wednesday, 8 October, 2014, 4:52am Mainlanders remain cool to Hong Kong's democracy fever More on Occupy Central China and US to discuss joint action on Islamic State at Beijing summit The leaders of China and the United States will discuss how to jointly fight the terrorist group Islamic State at a summit in Beijing next month, according to analysts familiar with the situation. 8 Oct 2014 - 4:39am Pentagon spends US$1b on Islamic State fight SHKP ex-chairman Walter Kwok suspected Rafael Hui was a Cheung Kong spy Sun Hung Kai Properties ex-chairman Walter Kwok suspected Rafael Hui Si-yan was a spy for rival developer Li Ka-shing's company when he sought employment, the High Court heard yesterday. 8 Oct 2014 - 4:52am Labour woes will put brakes on growth A shrinking workforce is expected to slow down economic growth in the city for the next five years, the latest Hang Seng Bank research shows. 8 Oct 2014 - 4:52am HKU pollster says protesters need some democracy in their own ranks Dr Robert Chung Ting-yiu, director of the University of Hong Kong's public opinion programme, urged the public to consider such steps as the sit-ins enter their eleventh day. 8 Oct 2014 - 4:52am 2 comments More on Occupy Central Police negotiators facing 'toughest challenge yet' at Occupy sites Police negotiators say Occupy Central has presented them with their toughest challenge yet, facing hundreds of sometimes hostile demonstrators instead of the one or two people they usually deal with. 8 Oct 2014 - 5:12am More on Occupy Central Life during Occupy Central: Profiles of Hongkongers New There can be few in Hong Kong who have not been touched in some way by the pro-democracy Occupy protests. The Post talked to people around the city to find out what life has been like in occupied Hong Kong. 8 Oct 2014 - 3:53am More on Occupy Central Yunnan quake expected to take heavy toll A 6.6-magnitude earthquake in Jinggu county, Yunnan province, left at least one dead and 19 injured last night, state media reported. 8 Oct 2014 - 4:50am 1 comment Landslides block aid from reaching Yunnan quake disaster as death toll surges to 589 120,000 homeless in Yunnan quake Cheung Kong prepares to offer 165 sq ft flats Property prices continue to rise, but sizes appear to be heading in the opposite direction. Developer Cheung Kong is set to unveil Hong Kong's tiniest flat - at just 165 sq ft - at its Mont Vert project in Tai Po. 8 Oct 2014 - 4:37am 3 comments Tai Po apartment project sells 400 Mont Vert units in first day despite 'no viewing' rule Big interest expected in small flats at Fung Yuen, Tai Po More on Cheung Kong Patience wears thin among Hong Kong businesses over Occupy protests Patience among businesses is wearing thin as the Occupy Central protest - along with the traffic jams it has set off - entered its 10th day. 8 Oct 2014 - 4:52am More on Occupy Central Live: Chief Secretary Carrie Lam to meet Federation of Students leaders on Friday Live Undersecretary for Constitutional and Mainland Affairs Lau Kong-wah and leaders of the Federation of Students have set up a formal meeting with Chief Secretary Carrie Lam Cheng Yuet-ngor to discuss issues of reform on Friday. 8 Oct 2014 - 1:19am 398 comments OCCUPY CENTRAL NIGHT NINE: Full coverage of the night's events Agreement on talks with students near as Occupy Central protests dwindle More on Occupy Central New proposal to allow terminal patients to withdraw MPF funds - only one year before death 8 Oct 2014 - 4:15am 1 comment Bright idea for saving energy wins trio Nobel Prize for Physics 8 Oct 2014 - 2:47am Cheuk Nang tycoon Cecil Chao latest celebrity victim of burglary 8 Oct 2014 - 5:09am Dog shelter owner tries to forget past horrors and focus on saving animals 8 Oct 2014 - 4:52am Plea to reject airport runway impact study 8 Oct 2014 - 4:52am Career criminal jailed for stalking and robbing five women 8 Oct 2014 - 5:15am Happy Valley match-fix trial told player was offered HK$20,000 cash 8 Oct 2014 - 4:52am Academic's questions point to Communist Party divide over dogma 8 Oct 2014 - 4:19am 1 comment Taipei seeks US help to build advanced submarines 8 Oct 2014 - 4:39am More Headlines More mainlanders head overseas to spend golden week PLA joins Australia and US in elite survival training drill Rumours abound over absence of North Korean leader Kim Jong-un Fear of Ebola's growing reach as more Spaniards are placed in isolation Syrian border town is 'about to fall', warns Turkey Cambodian land grab victims take their case to the ICC in The Hague Biography of Emperor Hirohito a whitewash: US historian Herbert Bix Struggling Euro Disney gets one billion euro cash injection US media tycoon Michael Bloomberg given British knighthood United States experts unsure about viability of plans for Ebola screening for airline passengers SCMP Brand Post Tips for decorating a child’s room Presented Channels A Rose Reborn Rugby International Property Ice Hockey Channel Luxury Watches MBA Education SCMP ePaper Edition 8 Oct 2014 Breakthrough on talks to end Occupy Central stand-off Patience wears thin among Hong Kong businesses over Occupy protests China and US to discuss joint action on... View To access the SCMP ePaper Edition you will need a Digital Premium Subscription. Leader Public input key to making vibrant harbourfront vision a reality 8 Oct 2014 - 5:06am Purchase of foreign properties by Chinese is investment, not invasion 8 Oct 2014 - 5:06am Today's Poll Will there be legal consequences for Occupy and student leaders after the protests end? Yes: 60% No: 40% 7 Oct 2014 Yes No Total number of votes recorded: 782 Opinion Alex Lo Hong Kong protesters should take heed of the 1968 French revolt 8 Oct 2014 - 5:06am Michael Chugani Congratulations to our restrained police force 8 Oct 2014 - 5:13am Kelly Yang Occupy Central ought to make an ally of Hong Kong business 8 Oct 2014 - 4:25am 1 comment Frank Ching With the world watching, will Beijing yet grant concessions on Hong Kong political reform? 8 Oct 2014 - 4:21am 16 comments Insight Mainlanders remain cool to Hong Kong's democracy fever LIJIA ZHANG As someone who took part in the pro-democracy movement back in 1989, I followed the unfolding pro-democracy protests with keen interest and found the images of umbrellas being used as shields exciting and inspiring. 8 Oct 2014 - 4:25am 9 comments Most Popular Viewed Shared Commented Live: Chief Secretary Carrie Lam to meet Federation of Students leaders on Friday OCCUPY CENTRAL NIGHT NINE: Full coverage of the night's events INFOGRAPHIC: China's high-speed rail vision Agreement on talks with students near as Occupy Central protests dwindle Senior Post editor Cliff Buddle assaulted during lecture at HKU Live: Chief Secretary Carrie Lam to meet Federation of Students leaders on Friday INFOGRAPHIC: China's high-speed rail vision Senior Post editor Cliff Buddle assaulted during lecture at HKU Britain has ‘abandoned’ Hong Kong: former chief secretary Creative awakening sparked by Occupy Central as sit-ins reclaim streets Live: Chief Secretary Carrie Lam to meet Federation of Students leaders on Friday With the world watching, will Beijing yet grant concessions on Hong Kong political reform? Tibetan mastiff attack stirs debate about dangers of ‘world’s most expensive dog’ Mainlanders remain cool to Hong Kong's democracy fever Cheung Kong prepares to offer 165 sq ft flats Blogs The Great LOL of China The Great LOL of China North America Tour! Jesse Appell 7 Oct 2014 - 5:48pm Happy Lucky Dragon Win Apologies, America: Sha Tin's "all-weather track" is actually dirt Michael Cox 7 Oct 2014 - 9:14am Focus Police mobilise in Mong Kok after two days of clashes over Occupy protest CHRIS LAU Mong Kok finally felt the presence of increased police patrols, on the third day of protest clashes that saw at least two policeman injured. 6 Oct 2014 - 9:01am 7 comments Harry's View 8 Oct 2014 Videos Hong Kong What do Hong Kong shop owners and Mainland tourists think about Occupy Central? Oct 6, 2014|2:10 Hong Kong Hong Kong gov employees return to Central Government Offices to work along footbridge, road still blocked Oct 6, 2014|1:35 Hong Kong What do Hongkongers think about Occupy Central amidst warnings of a "tragedy"? Oct 5, 2014|2:59 Hong Kong Thousands gather in Admiralty for pro-democracy speeches: Occupy Central day 7 Oct 5, 2014|2:35 Hong Kong Why are people against Occupy Central? Oct 4, 2014|2:49 Hong Kong Violence in Mong Kok: day 6 Occupy Hong Kong Oct 4, 2014|0:23 Hong Kong A recap of Hong Kong's Umbrella Movement in 5 minutes Oct 3, 2014|5:07 Hong Kong Violence breaks out in Hong Kong's densly populated Mong Kok shopping district Oct 4, 2014|1:24 Hong Kong Hong Kong police maintain order, but not arresting nor questioning some provokers Oct 3, 2014|1:06 Hong Kong Scuffles break out amongst protestors: Occupy Central day 6 Oct 3, 2014|1:50 Hong Kong Foreigners' views on Hong Kong's "Umbrella Movement" Oct 3, 2014|2:23 Hong Kong Hong Kong: a day at Occupy Central Oct 2, 2014|2:13 Hong Kong Occupy Hong Kong day four: volunteers keeping protest clean and safe Oct 1, 2014|2:13 Hong Kong Secondary school students protest on fourth day of Occupy Hong Kong Oct 1, 2014|1:17 Hong Kong Occupy Central leader: movement "beyond imagination" and "touching" Sep 30, 2014|3:03 Hong Kong Thousands gather in Mong Kok for second night of protests Sep 30, 2014|1:18 Hong Kong Why Hong Kong people are taking to the streets Sep 29, 2014|2:23 Hong Kong Occupy Hong Kong: scenes from Admiralty, Wan Chai and Causeway Bay Sep 29, 2014|1:51 Hong Kong OCCUPY CENTRAL Patience wears thin among Hong Kong businesses over Occupy protests Patience among businesses is wearing thin as the Occupy Central protest - along with the traffic jams it has set off - entered its 10th day. 8 Oct 2014 - 4:52am More on Occupy Central POLITICS Breakthrough on talks to end Occupy Central stand-off Students at the forefront of the pro-democracy protests that have swept the city have agreed to hold talks with top government officials including Chief Secretary Carrie Lam on Friday to find a solution to the political impasse. 8 Oct 2014 - 4:52am Mainlanders remain cool to Hong Kong's democracy fever More on Occupy Central COURTS SHKP ex-chairman Walter Kwok suspected Rafael Hui was a Cheung Kong spy 8 Oct 2014 More Hong Kong news HKU pollster says protesters need some democracy in their own ranks Labour woes will put brakes on growth Police negotiators facing 'toughest challenge yet' at Occupy sites Life during Occupy Central: Profiles of Hongkongers New proposal to allow terminal patients to withdraw MPF funds - only one year before death China DIPLOMACY China and US to discuss joint action on Islamic State at Beijing summit The leaders of China and the United States will discuss how to jointly fight the terrorist group Islamic State at a summit in Beijing next month, according to analysts familiar with the situation. 8 Oct 2014 - 4:39am Pentagon spends US$1b on Islamic State fight EARTHQUAKE Yunnan quake expected to take heavy toll A 6.6-magnitude earthquake in Jinggu county, Yunnan province, left at least one dead and 19 injured last night, state media reported. 8 Oct 2014 - 4:50am 1 comment Landslides block aid from reaching Yunnan quake disaster as death toll surges to 589 120,000 homeless in Yunnan quake POLITICS Academic's questions point to Communist Party divide over dogma 8 Oct 2014 1 comment More China news Taipei seeks US help to build advanced submarines PLA joins Australia and US in elite survival training drill More mainlanders head overseas to spend golden week Tibetan mastiff attack stirs debate about dangers of ‘world’s most expensive dog’ Four children injured in Henan knife attack Asia SCIENCE Bright idea for saving energy wins trio Nobel Prize for Physics A visiting professor at Hong Kong's University of Science and Technology and two Japanese scientists won the 2014 Nobel Prize for Physics for inventing a new energy-efficient and environment-friendly light source. 8 Oct 2014 - 2:47am Discovery of brain's 'inner GPS' earns trio Nobel Prize for medicine More on Nobel Prize NORTH KOREA: ANALYSIS Rumours abound over absence of North Korean leader Kim Jong-un If North Korean leader Kim Jong-un isn't sick, he must be dead - at least politically. That's the thinking behind a rash of rumours that the portly 31-year-old scion of the country's founding communists has been toppled from power. 8 Oct 2014 - 3:11am South, North Korea patrol boats exchange fire at disputed sea border More on Kim Jong-un CAMBODIA Cambodian land grab victims take their case to the ICC in The Hague 8 Oct 2014 More Asia news Myanmar pledges to release 3,073 prisoners ahead of regional summit Biography of Emperor Hirohito a whitewash: US historian Herbert Bix Sewol ferry disaster captain admits error in leaving inexperienced crew member at helm, denies playing on phone South, North Korea patrol boats exchange fire at disputed sea border Japanese police question men over plans to join Islamic State World HEALTH Fear of Ebola's growing reach as more Spaniards are placed in isolation Fears grew that the Ebola epidemic was spreading outside Africa after three more people were isolated in Spain following the infection of a nurse in a Madrid hospital. 8 Oct 2014 - 4:17am United States experts unsure about viability of plans for Ebola screening for airline passengers More on Ebola Virus SYRIA Syrian border town is 'about to fall', warns Turkey Turkey's president said the Syrian Kurdish town of Kobani was "about to fall" as Islamic State fighters pressed home a three-week assault that has cost a reported 400 lives and forced thousands to flee their homes. 8 Oct 2014 - 4:17am ISLAMIC MILITANCY Pentagon spends US$1b on Islamic State fight 8 Oct 2014 More World news Struggling Euro Disney gets one billion euro cash injection US media tycoon Michael Bloomberg given British knighthood Friend of Boston bombing suspect told string of lies, trial hears United States experts unsure about viability of plans for Ebola screening for airline passengers Scotland Yard could probe claim Bahraini prince tortured prisoners China Insider CHINA DIGEST Rickshaw robbery; luxury caves for elderly; waiters steal wallet from diner 8 Oct 2014 Animals Tibetan mastiff attack stirs debate about dangers of ‘world’s most expensive dog’ 7 Oct 2014 12 comments CHINA DIGEST Dog attack damages; sex trade surgery; quake homes recovered 7 Oct 2014 DRUGS 17-year-old girl arrested in Jiangxi after posting photos of herself snorting ketamine online 6 Oct 2014 CENSORSHIP Heavily-censored, Weibo users show support for Hong Kong's Occupy protests in satire 6 Oct 2014 1 comment CHINA DIGEST Holiday's over for vacationing 'robber'; 2 arrests over Hubei paper mill deaths 6 Oct 2014 CHINA DIGEST School renamed to honour war hero; Parents tie son to tree; Magnitude 5 quake rocks Sichuan county 3 Oct 2014 OCCUPY CENTRAL Mainland Chinese youths launch Facebook campaign to support Hong Kong protesters 3 Oct 2014 8 comments CHINA DIGEST Hornets kill three, Ferrari driver in hit-and-run, apology for ‘dogs’ jibe, free entry for poets 2 Oct 2014 OCCUPY CENTRAL 'A Hong Kong-version Colour Revolution': Beijing's harshest warnings yet on Occupy protests 2 Oct 2014 33 comments OCCUPY CENTRAL WeChat allegedly censoring photos from Hong Kong protests 2 Oct 2014 9 comments CHINA DIGEST Free entry opens tourist floodgates at Three Gorges Dam; Last emperor's brother calls for Puyi play to be pulled 2 Oct 2014 MEDIA No inch of compromise over Occupy Central in Chinese state media commentaries 1 Oct 2014 7 comments OCCUPY CENTRAL Q&A: Chinese activist scholar Teng Biao on how Occupy Central affects mainland activism 1 Oct 2014 Business OCCUPY CENTRAL State Council commissions report into Occupy Central's economic impact A State Council think tank will study the economic impact of Occupy Central, with a key focus on whether pro-democracy protests have fundamentally shifted investor views about Hong Kong and the mainland. 8 Oct 2014 - 5:29am More on Occupy Central HOSPITALITY Beijing hotels shun five-star label as anti-graft campaign hits revenue A market downturn and crackdown on corruption are forcing Beijing's luxury hotels to cut prices and shun the "five star" tag, once the ultimate status symbol in the hospitality industry. 8 Oct 2014 - 5:29am More on Xi Jinping's anti-graft campaign Markets Doug Young Weibo: TCL dotes on HTC, LinkedIn's Shen warns of bubble 6 Oct 2014 - 9:15pm More Business news Doubts raised over China's new warehouse rules Soaring greenback poses earnings threat to US companies Samsung Electronics warns of likely 60pc profit fall for quarter Funds rush into Europe's distressed assets market State firms take over Sino-Russian iron project Property RESIDENTIAL Cheung Kong prepares to offer 165 sq ft flats Property prices continue to rise, but sizes appear to be heading in the opposite direction. Developer Cheung Kong is set to unveil Hong Kong's tiniest flat - at just 165 sq ft - at its Mont Vert project in Tai Po. 8 Oct 2014 - 4:37am 3 comments Tai Po apartment project sells 400 Mont Vert units in first day despite 'no viewing' rule Big interest expected in small flats at Fung Yuen, Tai Po More on Cheung Kong Effectiveness of mainland housing policy easing hinges on banks Sentiment has improved in the mainland’s housing market after a policy relaxation last week, but much depends on whether the banks embrace the spirit of Beijing’s move and free up lending.7 Oct 2014 - 10:49am Growing clout of global cities offers property opportunities 7 Oct 2014 More Property news Australian construction activity expands at fastest pace in nine years Architect celebrates opportunities for women in Hong Kong MTR Corp expected to lower land prices in bid to sell Tin Shui Wai site Beijing's credit easing gives hope to cash-strapped property developers Homebuyers unfazed by protests as over 90pc of new flats sell Lifestyle Arts & Culture Lawyer turned conductor enjoys spectacular rise in music career It's every Chinese parent's worst nightmare. Ken Lam King-kei ditched his stable, successful job as a lawyer in Hong Kong to pursue a career as a classical music conductor in 2005.6 Oct 2014 - 5:30pm Islands off the Shores of Asia 6 Oct 2014 East Wing West Wing 11 - Find Ghost Do the CE 6 Oct 2014 Food & Wine Farmed and dangerous F&B entrepreneur Todd Darling is a hardened traveller, but a recent trip to Afghanistan was even out of his comfort zone. While many organic food evangelists are willing to go far in search of produce, few are willing to travel in an armoured car with a security detail.2 Oct 2014 - 4:54pm China is the next port of call for traditional winemakers 2 Oct 2014 Consultant chef has novel ideas for new restaurant 26 Sep 2014 Technology Bright idea for saving energy wins trio Nobel Prize for Physics A visiting professor at Hong Kong's University of Science and Technology and two Japanese scientists won the 2014 Nobel Prize for Physics for inventing a new energy-efficient and environment-friendly light source. 8 Oct 2014 - 2:47am Discovery of brain's 'inner GPS' earns trio Nobel Prize for medicine More on Nobel Prize Bidding for Apple iPhone 6 prototype nears US$100,000 8 Oct 2014 Scientists forced to cut safety corners in race to create Ebola vaccine 5 Oct 2014 Fashion Key spring-summer 2015 looks from Paris 3 Oct 2014 1 comment New creative director breathes energy into Dunhill 29 Sep 2014 Books Hobby turns into career for lesbian erotica writer 7 Oct 2014 1 comment Book depicts Thai monarch as pawn of country's elite 4 Oct 2014 Health Headhunter seeks to teach sport's valuable lessons for kids 6 Oct 2014 Exercises to help avoid sports injuries 6 Oct 2014 Beauty Beauty Fix: Five Elements LaStone Therapy 1 Oct 2014 1 comment Editors picks: sonic/electronic cleansers 1 Oct 2014 Family & Education Show children how to organise themselves 7 Oct 2014 Not all students are mature enough to study abroad 7 Oct 2014 Interiors & Living Laws of attraction 4 Oct 2014 Style with David Roden, October 1, 2014 6 Oct 2014 Magazines Post Magazine: October 5 5 Oct 2014 Climate change is in the spotlight as Nobel laureates have their say Style: October 2014 October 2014 Oscar de la Renta celebrates femininity and beauty in his work 48 Hours: October 2 2 Oct 2014 Take your tot to some of the city's best infant-friendly venues Post Magazine: September 28 28 Sep 2014 48 Hours: September 25 25 Sep 2014 Post Magazine: September 21 21 Sep 2014 48 Hours: September 18 18 Sep 2014 Post Magazine: September 14 14 Sep 2014 Style: September 2014 5 Sep 2014 A scintillating array of this season's most coveted fashion and jewellery Good Eating: Autumn 2014 Autumn 2014 Alfresco dining is gaining popularity among busy Hongkongers who want to unwind Style: August 2014 8 Aug 2014 Christian Louboutin on his designs, his muse and his nail polish Good Eating: Summer 2014 Summer 2014 Time for tea Money: April 2014 7 Apr 2014 Space invaders: ‘The final frontier’ is ready for tourists later this year Good Eating: March 2014 Spring 2014 The personal touch is what attracts diners to small, cosy restaurants Sport GOLF Golf Club comes to the rescue of Hong Kong Open again Lacking a title sponsor for the second year in a row, the Hong Kong Open will once again rely on the Hong Kong Golf Club for a significant portion of its US$1.3 million prize money - a paltry sum insufficient to attract the world's best players to Fanling next week, admitted a European Tour offic7 Oct 2014 - 10:25pm More on Hong Kong Open 2014 ENGLISH PREMIER LEAGUE Roy Keane: I gave fellow Manchester United legend Peter Schmeichel a black eye in drunken Hong Kong brawl Former Manchester United captain Roy Keane has revealed he once left Peter Schmeichel with a black eye following a pre-season brawl in Hong Kong. 7 Oct 2014 - 6:14pm 3 comments More on Manchester United FC MOTOR SPORT Shock video of Jules Bianchi Formula One crash emerges 7 Oct 2014 More Sport news David de Gea admits he considered quitting Manchester United No way back for Kevin Pietersen now, says former England captain Nasser Hussain Michael Phelps to miss world championships after six-month ban for drink driving Jules Bianchi is 'critical but stable', as parents arrive at his bedside after horror crash at Suzuka Magazines Nobel laureates offer ideas on battling climate change Ahead of the 4th Nobel Laureates Symposium on Global Sustainability, Sarah Lazarus speaks with participants about the effects of climate change and how disaster may be averted. 6 Oct 2014 - 10:26am Patrick Manson: mosquitoes and a medical legacy Dubbed the father of tropical medicine, Sir Patrick Manson - who helped discover the mosquito's role in spreading malaria - left a legacy that reverberates through Hong Kong's medical community today, writes Stuart Heaver. 4 Oct 2014 - 11:13pm Kei Nishikori: the ace up Japan’s sleeve 4 Oct 2014 More Magazines news Tot spots: how to plan a baby-friendly day out in Hong Kong Shenzhen Oct-Loft jazz festival brings 30 bands The Hong Kong Classic Car and Vintage Festival reflects the city's motoring history 6 Things You Need for A Royal Castle Stay Kick Ass actress keeps on kicking Trending Occupy Central Few activists left on eve of Occupy Central closure Occupy Central protesters pack up as eviction looms Occupy Central protesters evicted from HSBC building LIFE Joint scheme scores success Important to preserve marriage Take my advice Presented 100 Top Tables SCMP's 100 Top Tables New scene Active imagination A Rose Reborn A Rose Reborn – Creation of a Better World The Path to Revitalise the Roses Modern Leaders for the New Globe Trending USA Country Report Blue Nile: Founded on education, polished by ingenuity and passion Greater China Industries leads in bridging transpacific trade McGuire's high-end property portfolio brisk amid changing times English Premier league 2014/15 You Bet: Gunners, Reds have plenty at stake in two big Premier League matchups Blues retain top spot as Wayne Rooney sees red in United victory Mauricio Pochettino sees long future with Tottenham after Arsenal derby draw Presented Rugby Police did great job Simpkin predicts exciting new era Tickets for Sevens won't be at sixes this year International Property Property prices fall for eighth month Big land buys haunt builders Mainland firms tap overseas markets Trending 2014 Asian Games - Incheon Hong Kong has medal chance in women's rugby at 2014 Asian Games Asian Games medals demanded as government stumps up HK$376 million for elite athletes Young guns recruited to Hong Kong sevens squad ‘add depth’ Ebola Virus WHO endorses using Ebola survivors' blood to help infected patients China to help Sierra Leone set up Ebola facilities War on Ebola can be won, if human ingenuity again rises to the challenge Presented Ice Hockey Channel Hong Kong Youth Ice Hockey HKFYG Cup - Kowloon Polaris takes home the gold Team Principal ready to take on Standard League Tip of the ICEberg Luxury Watches Tag Heuer plunges in Hublot finds classic niche Looking out for world's environment Blogs Corporate China Weibo: TCL dotes on HTC, LinkedIn's Shen warns of bubble Doug Young 6 Oct 2014 - 9:15pm As I see it The dark before dawn Jason Y Ng 5 Oct 2014 - 5:06pm 12 comments Corporate China Cyber-security wars pause with iPhone 6 nod Doug Young 5 Oct 2014 - 12:53am The Griffin Lai, Ng produce a "Perfect Triumph" for SCMP Racing Post Twitter followers ANDREW HAWKINS 3 Oct 2014 - 7:29pm As I see it Worst of times, best of times Jason Y Ng 2 Oct 2014 - 4:39pm 4 comments My responses to the 10 things they say about Occupy students Wong Sze Wai 2 Oct 2014 - 11:39am 70 comments The Hongcouver Anti-union Chinese parents’ group plans a political future in Vancouver Ian Young 1 Oct 2014 - 9:40am 2 comments In Pictures Today in Photos, October 8 Indonesian Apache helicopters fly in formation during celebrations of the 69th anniversary of the Indonesian armed forces off Surabaya in East Java, while a Ukrainian serviceman sits on a tank barr 8 Oct 2014 Today in Photos, October 7 Participants build a human tower at the 25th Castells Competition in Spain, while tourists walk nervously along a suspension bridge hanging 180-metres above the ground in Hunan, and more ... 7 Oct 2014 Today in Photos, October 6 Japan’s Princess Noriko (right) and Kunimaro Senge smile after their wedding ceremony at the Izumo grand shrine in Izumo city in western Japan, while Hundreds of supporters of same-sex marriage gat 6 Oct 2014 The Umbrella Revolution It was the moment that galvanised the young protesters occupying Admiralty. 4 Oct 2014 Today in Photos, October 4 Muslim pilgrims gather to pray at Mount Arafat, the mountain of forgiveness in Saudi Arabia, while Ultra-Orthodox Jews gather in a Tashlich ceremony in Israel, and more ... 4 Oct 2014 Photos Indonesian Apache helicopters fly in formation during celebrations of the 69th ann 8 Oct 2014 Photos Participants build a human tower at the 25th Castells Competition in Spain, while 7 Oct 2014 Photos Japan’s Princess Noriko (right) and Kunimaro Senge smile after their wedding cerem 6 Oct 2014 Photos It was the moment that galvanised the young protesters occupying Admiralty. 4 Oct 2014 Photos Muslim pilgrims gather to pray at Mount Arafat, the mountain of forgiveness in Sau 4 Oct 2014 Infographics OCCUPY CENTRAL Interactive: Time-lapses of major protest sites in Hong Kong Update 4 Oct 2014 - 2:37pm High Speed Train INFOGRAPHIC: China's high-speed rail vision 1 Oct 2014 Infographic: How Hong Kong's #OccupyCentral became a global topic on Twi... 30 Sep 2014 Interactive HERITAGE Multimedia: Living heritage of Hong Kong 27 Sep 2014 Video HISTORY Moments of fate: Signing of draft agreement on Sino-British Declaration in 19... 26 Sep 2014 New SCOTLAND INFOGRAPHIC: Scots in Hong Kong 23 Sep 2014 FOOD SAFETY Hong Kong 'gutter oil' map v4.0: Is your neighbourhood store on the... 19 Sep 2014 Interactive Hong Kong Weather Current Weather Humidity UV Air Pollution Sheung Shui Tai Po Sha Tin Wong Tai Sin Kowloon City Sham Shui Po Hong Kong Observatory Kwun Tong Shau Kei Wan Sai Kung Tsing Yi Tuen Mun Chek Lap Kok Ngong Ping Peng Chau Hong Kong Park Happy Valley Wong Chuk Hang Stanley Cheung Chau More detail Full Hong Kong Weather Report  |  International Weather In Case You Missed It Infographics Interactive: Time-lapses of major protest sites in Hong Kong 4 Oct 2014 News Illustrate your opinion: artists draw in support of Hong Kong protesters 3 Oct 2014 7 comments News Chater Road: a history of Hong Kong's prosperity and tumult 26 Sep 2014 News Multimedia: Living heritage of Hong Kong 27 Sep 2014 News Hong Kong 'gutter oil' map v4.0: Is your neighbourhood store on the list? 19 Sep 2014 4 comments Weather In the eye of the storm: How deadly typhoons have changed the face of Hong Kong 21 Aug 2014 2 comments News The forgotten army of the first world war: How Chinese labourers helped shape Europe 23 Sep 2014 Infographics INFOGRAPHIC: Why China is the real winner at the World Cup 14 Jul 2014 2 comments Infographics INFOGRAPHIC: Here comes the rain again, Hong Kong's rainfall patterns since 1997 16 Sep 2014 Infographics Voices from Tiananmen: Eyewitnesses look back to the spring of 1989 10 Sep 2014 59 comments 48 Hours invites you to MAMMA MIA! Sections Hong Kong News Asia News China News China Insider China Digest World News Business Money Comment Insight & Opinion Blogs Lifestyle Technology Sport Property Photos Video Magazines Post Magazine Style Money Good Eating Faces 48 Hours Racing Post Young Post 南华早报中文网 Weather Most popular Homepage Time Machine 7 Day Index Crossword Sudoku Bridge Puzzle Promotions Special Reports Subscriptions South China Morning Post SCMP.com Corporate subscriptions Classified Post Find a Job News & Advice Education Post Find a course Featured Institutions The MBA Centre Services SCMP Mobile Edition SCMP Tablet Edition SCMP ePaper Edition Buy SCMP Photos Copyright Licensing 10-Year News Archive Jiu Jik Find a Job Catering, Hotel & Tourism Retail Directories At Your Service Business Services HK Restaurant Directory Mice Biz The Directory LuxeHomes Advertising Opportunities Hong Kong Rate Card Overseas Rate Card China Rate Card The Marketer SCMP Marketing Solutions Recruitment Advertising SCMP Outdoor Media Events SCMP Events Operation Santa Claus Homes For Hope Magazines Cosmopolitan CosmoGIRL! Elle Harpers Bazaar HK Magazine The List Destination Macau Connect with Us SCMP on Facebook SCMP on Twitter Newsletters RSS Copyright © 2014 South China Morning Post Publishers Ltd. All rights reserved. SCMP Group Privacy Policy FAQs Terms & Conditions Work For Us Contact Us Login with Facebook Login with Facebook)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=20384&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 4, January/February 2010  Censorship in Canadian school libraries By Richard Beaudry Censorship in school libraries is a common practice that school librarians need to recognize, acknowledge, and resist. Teacher-librarians must understand the legal ramifications of censorship by reviewing school selection policies in light of the recent challenges to the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms. Courts continue to rule that schools are not exempt from upholding students’ human rights under the charter. These rights include the freedom to information and the freedom to read. Here are important points that teacher-librarians need to take into account, if they perceive that censorship issues have arisen in their libraries: • Local policies can assist teachers, parents, and administrators as a first step in looking at challenging materials in a school library. Here is a local example from my school district. “SD 35 Policy No. 5062—Date Approved: December 2, 1973—Date Amended: May 15, 2001 1. That the final decision for controversial reading, listening or viewing matter shall rest with the Board after careful examination and discussion of the reading, listening or viewing matter with school officials or anyone else the Board may wish to involve. 2.That no parent or group of parents has the right to determine the reading, listening or viewing matter for students other than their own children.” • The BC School Act also offers instructions for challenges: “Section 76 (1) All schools and Provincial schools must be conducted on strictly secular and non-sectarian principles. (2) The highest morality must be inculcated, but no religious dogma or creed is to be taught in a school or Provincial school.” • The BC Civil Liberties Union (BCCLU) has information pertaining to challenges to books in BC libraries: “Standing to invoke a review process: Adequate evidence of widespread concern “In our Association’s view, there must be sufficient evidence of significant opposition to the material before the review process is commenced. For example, evidence of widespread concern sufficient to invoke the process could be presented in a petition. It should not be enough for the subjective views of one person to invoke an expensive and time-consuming process (as was the situation in this case—(another case in BC)). Evidence of communal concern is, of course, not enough in itself to prohibit any particular material since the views of the majority should not automatically determine access to ideas and information, even for youth.” Review committee composition: Independent and representative members “Most policies require a committee to review challenged material. It is important that this group of individuals be independent. That is, committee members should not be biased by any connections to other people who have a particular opinion regarding whether the challenged material should or should not be retained. For example, we were critical that the challenge policy in this case allowed the parent who challenged a book to appoint his or her own representative to the committee. Furthermore, this committee should represent a cross-section of interests including parents, teachers, librarians, administrators, and trustees and, importantly in our view, students.” • The UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, ratified by Canada in 1990, is another document that can serve as a guideline. “It is the responsibility of libraries to guarantee and facilitate access to all expressions of knowledge and intellectual activity, including those which some elements of society may consider to be unconventional, unpopular or unacceptable… It is the responsibility of libraries to guarantee the right of free expression by making available all the library’s public facilities and services to all individuals and groups who need them… Libraries should resist all efforts to limit the exercise of these responsibilities while recognizing the right of criticism by individuals and groups.” • The Canadian Library Association (CLA) Statement on Intellectual Freedom “All persons in Canada have the fundamental right, as embodied in the nation's Bill of Rights and the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms, to have access to all expressions of knowledge, creativity and intellectual activity, and to express their thoughts publicly. This right to intellectual freedom, under the law, is essential to the health and development of Canadian society.” How can school districts in BC remain vigilant against censorship issues? Teacher autonomy. Before parents can enter a school library and remove a book, they must go through a process based on district policies. School administrators need to let parents know that their district has a policy in place and that it needs to be followed. As well, administrators and district managements need to understand when parents are putting pressure on teacher-librarians to simply remove books, and assist the teacher-librarian in explaining the policies in place. Each school district must have a “Request for Reconsideration” document in place (updated regularly) that permits parents to question if a book should be in the library and lets the district decide whether it should be removed. If no document or updated version is in place then one should be adopted as soon as possible. A selection policy for school libraries should be in place. A group consisting of members of the local teacher-librarians, administrators, and, possibly, board management should get together and decide on such a policy to suit all schools in the district.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/DidYouKnow.aspx?id=22957,Did You Know 7, April 2011  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Did You Know archives 2013–14  2012–13  2011-12    2010–11  2009–10     Home > Publications > Newsletters and Alerts > Did You Know > 2010-11 Archives Did You Know?  PDF format  BC College of Teachers is in a threatening mood The majority on the college council, primarily the appointed councillors and the registrar, appear poised to heighten confrontation with teachers. Recently there have been an increasing number of issues resulting in excessive discipline for inconsequential matters. A fee increase of 30% has been approved with little or no justification, despite the opposition of most of the elected teachers on council. There are a number of issues related to the college that are raising alarm bells. There is the prospect of: prescribed professional development in order to meet recertification and currency requirements at the same time as teachers are struggling with ever-deteriorating classroom conditions. erosion of professional autonomy. new standards without teacher input. excessive discipline for inconsequential matters. a college that is not comprised of a majority of practicing teachers. a college that operates in secret and is disdainful of teachers' voices. a college that increases its bureaucracy. The BCTF is committed to achieving a College of Teachers that is limited to issuing teaching certificates, approving teacher-training programs, and disciplining teachers in violation of the standards. "Teachers are professionals with or without the college."  No. 7, April 2011  Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/BargainingAndContracts.aspx?id=4950,BCTF > BC Labour Relations Board Decision April 3, 2002, BCLRB No. B110/2002  	Bargaining and contracts  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers Aboriginal Education  Bargaining & Collective Agreements  Français  Health & Safety  New Teachers  Opportunities for Members  Pensions Professional Development  Professional Rights & Responsibility  Provincial Specialist Associations  Salary & Benefits  Teachers Teaching On Call  Teaching Resources  For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Bargaining and Contracts > Bargaining Rights > LRB Decisions Note: You may experience problems printing this document in some versions of Netscape. This document has been provided to the BCTF in HTML format by the B.C. Labour Relations Board. The BCLRB posts decisions on a weekly basis in PDF format at http://www.lrb.bc.ca/decisions/. You may wish to access the PDF version of the decision for printing purposes. BCLRB No. B110/2002     BRITISH COLUMBIA LABOUR RELATIONS BOARD     BRITISH COLUMBIA PUBLIC SCHOOL EMPLOYERS' ASSOCIATION   (the "Employer")     -and-     BOARD OF SCHOOL TRUSTEES OF SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 36 (SURREY)   ("Surrey School Board")     -and-     BRITISH COLUMBIA TEACHERS' FEDERATION   (the "BCTF")     -and-     SURREY TEACHERS' ASSOCIATION   ("STA")         PANEL: Sharon Kearney, Vice-Chair   APPEARANCES: R. Alan Francis and Wendy Harris, for the Employer Kate Young and Diane MacDonald, for the BCTF   CASE NO.: 46853   DATE OF DECISION: April 3, 2002     DECISION OF THE BOARD     I.                     NATURE OF APPLICATION 1                                       This decision arises out of the Employer's application in relation to an alleged declaration or authorization of a strike contrary to Section 57(1) of the Labour Relations Code (the "Code").  This is the second decision issued in respect of this matter.  The general background to this case is set out in the first decision, BCLRB No. B56/2002.  2                                       This decision addresses the issue of whether the Board should grant an interim order suspending BCTF's direction to its members not to supervise a province-wide test known as the Foundation Skills Assessment ("FSA").  The Employer says BCTF's direction constitutes an unlawful declaration and authorization of a strike.  An expeditious answer to the Employer's application is necessary.  Accordingly, I am providing a bottom-line decision at this time. II.                   decision 3                                       I find that supervising the FSA tests is prima facie work which teachers are obligated to perform.  Consequently, BCTF is ordered to do the following until such time as the Board makes a final determination on the merits or orders otherwise: 1.         suspend its direction to members not to supervise FSA tests and to take any reasonable steps to communicate that suspension to its members; and, 2.         cease and desist from authorizing or declaring its members not to supervise FSA tests. 4                                       Reasons for this decision will be issued in due course. LABOUR RELATIONS BOARD     "SHARON KEARNEY"   SHARON KEARNEY VICE-CHAIR   About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/OpportunitiesForMembers.aspx?id=27971&printPage=true,BCTF > Maxwell A. Cameron Memorial Award  	Opportunities for BCTF Members  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Opportunities for Members > Teacher Awards, Grants, Scholarships Maxwell A. Cameron Memorial Award   The Maxwell A. Cameron Award is given annually by the British Columbia Teachers’ Federation to students completing the final year of the Bachelor of Education degree in elementary and secondary school teaching, in each of the seven approved teacher education programs—the University of British Columbia, the University of Victoria, Simon Fraser University, Vancouver Island University, University of Northern British Columbia, University of British Columbia Okanagan, and Thompson Rivers University. The recipients of the award are those students who are considered by the dean of the Faculty of Education, and director of the division concerned (elementary or secondary) to be the outstanding student in the graduating class who has: initiated, worked, or participated in a project that created positive change globally or in their local community, and or been actively involved in issues related to poverty, LGBTQ rights, women’s rights, antiracism, peace, global, or environmental issues. The award is named after Maxwell Cameron who headed the Department of Education at UBC in the mid-1940s. Prior to that, he was on staff as an associate professor and director of UBC’s summer school.   Dr. Cameron gained prominence when, in 1945, he undertook a major study and report on educational cost for the provincial government. Appointed as a one-man commissioner, Dr. Cameron held open hearings in major centres across the province. His report called for: the establishment of a uniform basis for taxation and setting up a commission to equalize assessment; an increase in the share of the cost of education provided by the province from 32% to 55%; a reduction in the number of school boards from 600 to fewer than 100; and an increase in teaching staffs a commensurate decrease in class sizes. The BC Teachers’ Federation, along with many other educational groups endorsed the Cameron Report, and many of its recommendations were implemented by the government of Premier Hart.  Lists of the recipients of the Maxwell A. Cameron Memorial Award in recent years may be viewed below.   2011–12  2010–11  2009–10  2008–09   )
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(20141006,www.gofundme.com,http://www.gofundme.com/e62tu0,Support BC Ed. by Stephanie Caroline Walker - GoFundMe Search Categories Help Help Start a Fundraiser Medical Volunteer Emergencies Education Memorials Sports Animals Business Charity Community Competitions Creative Events Faith Family National News Newlyweds Other Travel Wishes Support BC Ed. Maple Ridge, BC $1,060 of $1,000 Raised by 29 people in 29 days Donate Now Share on Facebook 361 TOTAL SHARES 311 50 Created September 7, 2014 Stephanie Caroline Walker UPDATE #3 24 DAYS AGO Thank you all so much for your support in our fight to improve public education in BC. In four days, we have surpassed our fundraising goal. YOU ALL ARE AMAZING! We are now closing the draw for the extra seats as of 9am, today, September 12. Winners will be notified soon. Any donations that continue to come in will go to the BCTF Hardship Relief Fund. Thank you! Subscribe to Updates Show All UPDATE #2 24 DAYS AGO Thank you all for helping us reach our goal! We will #holdtheline for all of you! Subscribe to Updates UPDATE #1 29 DAYS AGO Should tickets be sold out before we have the opportunity to purchase our seats all funds raised with be donated to the BCTF to help continue the fight for public education. Subscribe to Updates While BC students are still not in classes the BC Liberals are having yet another golf course fundraiser.  Since MLA's and Liberal party members refuse to meet with us to discuss the future of education, we are seeking help to buy a table at the fundraiser to make our voices heard face to face. There are 5 teachers hoping to attend, leaving 3 seats at the tale. For every $10 donation your name will be entered in a draw to join us at our table and have a chance to voice your concerns to such leaders as Mike Dejong, Dr Doug Bing, Mark there is not child poverty in BC Dalton and many more. You can rest assured that the 5 angry teachers who are planning to attend will be happy to share any and all of your valuable concerns with our most trusted leaders.  361 TOTAL SHARES COPY, PASTE & SHARE: http://www.gofundme.com/e62tu0 What is GoFundMe?Fundraising made easy >> CONTACT LINK POSTER REPORT 3 COMMENTS Thanks! Your comment has been posted. Your comment has been removed. Please use Facebook to leave a comment below: Nothing gets posted to your wall. Only your Facebook name & photo are used. (Not ? Sign Out) Type your comment here... Catherine Ellis 24 days ago | Delete | Are you sure? Yes or Cancel Good luck! Give them an earful! Stephanie Walker 24 days ago | Delete | Are you sure? Yes or Cancel We are so close !!!!! Christi Von Leibowitz 25 days ago | Delete | Are you sure? Yes or Cancel Help us make a little more noise! 1-3 of 3 comments 29 DONATIONS RECENT RECENT HIGHEST $10 Tiana dear 24 days ago I don't want $40/day to keep my children home!!! $10 Robyn Stephenson-Bentick 24 days ago $20 Tom-Monica Nguyen 24 days ago It's not much, but we are with you all the way! $20 Anonymous 24 days ago $90 Sharon and Ernie 24 days ago $25 Philip Gray 24 days ago $50 Anonymous 24 days ago $10 Sally Gilbert 24 days ago Good luck! $25 Anonymous 24 days ago $20 Annie Simard 24 days ago I will share this with everyone I know. Let's make this happen! 1-10 of 29 donations Bring your fundraising ideas to life with an online donation website from GoFundMe! Subscribe to Updates? Connect our Facebook app to follow this campaign. We will never post without your permission. Thank You You’ll be notified of new updates posted to this campaign. Close Window Click below to see how your friends use GoFundMe... View My Friends Print a Campaign Sign A campaign sign is perfect for the office or local businesses. Print Sign Copy, paste & share this campaign link: Or, embed the widget on another website: Hi Manage your campaign using the options below. Not ? Sign Out POST AN UPDATE Share new information on your campaign. SHARE YOUR CAMPAIGN Invite friends & contacts to support your cause. EDIT YOUR CAMPAIGN Easily make changes to your campaign at any time. Ok, I got it. Don’t show me this again. How it Works Donations to ‘Certified Charity’ campaigns get delivered directly to the charity listed. 1) YOU MAKE A DONATION Payments are processed by FirstGiving. 2) CHECKS ARE ISSUED Once a month, a check will be sent to the charity. 3) CHARITY RECEIVES MONEY The listed charity receives their check directly. Ok Donations are Complete! The organizer has stopped donations. Close Window CONTACT THE ORGANIZER Your question is about this campaign. ASK GOFUNDME A QUESTION Get a 5-minute response from our support team. REPORT FOR FRAUD You know this campaign is breaking the law. You're sending a message to... Stephanie Caroline Walker 250 Friends Your Real Name Your Email Address (one that you check often) Your message Enter the letters you see on the right... Here by mistake? Go Back Send Thank You Your message has been sent Close Window This campaign is not ready to accept donations. Please contact support with any questions. Close Window GET STARTED How it Works Success Stories Common Questions Ask a Question Sign Up Now LEARN MORE Watch the Video GoFundMe Reviews Pricing & Fees Fundraising Ideas We're Hiring! MAJOR EVENTS Philippine Typhoon Colorado Flooding Oklahoma Tornadoes Believe in Boston All Special Categories CONNECT WITH US Ask a Question Common Questions Help Center Meet the Team Media Center Supported Currencies Follow @gofundme Blog    |     Privacy Policy     |    © 2010 - 2014 GoFundMe)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9978,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 4, March 2003 Counselling for their lives by Pam Hachey As an elementary counsellor in a northern district, I looked forward to attending the B.C. School Counsellors’ Association (BCSCA) conference in October 2002 in Vancouver. It was my hope to meet and consult with other counsellors from across the province. As is often the case at a conference so packed with valuable speakers, I spent my time listening to many presentations but making few connections with other counsellors. The few I did meet told compelling stories of the stress in their jobs, of limited community resources, and of growing caseloads. In attempting to learn more about counselling conditions throughout the province, I posed several questions on the BCSCA e-mail list. Responses came from the North Coast, the Kootenays, the Central Interior, and the Lower Mainland. • As an elementary school counsellor, my days are varied, interesting, and challenging. My schools have populations anywhere from 100 students to 350. My caseload varies throughout the year, but I usually carry about 70 clients. This year, the referrals seem to be for more serious issues, but the community resources are fewer. I deal with cases involving death, trauma, anxiety, bullying, violence, underachievement, family violence, self-mutilation, family separation, behaviour issues of non-compliance, and children who are or have been apprehended for abuse of many forms. The mental-health support in the communities where I work is severely limited, especially for children and youth. Every counsellor has wait lists for services, sometimes for several months. One school district psychologist who does assessments for funding purposes is available for consultation, as well as another elementary counsellor. The counsellors from local agencies have made themselves available for debriefing and consultation at a once-a-month meeting. The local doctors will refer children to a pediatrician in a nearby community, but transportation is often a problem for families in poverty or at risk. A reliable vehicle or funding to take a bus is not always available. A child psychiatrist has made visits to the region, but the waiting list is horrendous. • I am in three communities, with seven schools. I have created half-hour slots and put one kid in each. When they are full, I panic and try to shuffle things around, double kids up, etc. I have some kids that I see on a priority basis and others that I sacrifice for meetings and stuff. I do some class teaching but try to keep that to a minimum. Parent contact is generally by phone and usually in the evening. I arranged supervision with a local psychotherapist last year. I paid for that with my pro D funds, our Employee Assistance Program, and some of my own money. I have not pursued that again (yet) this year. • I work 0.8 FTE, and I have two schools, population 620 and 350. The smaller school is designated "inner city" and has a higher caseload. In the past years, I estimate my referral rate at 10% of student population; however the schools designated "inner city" refer at a much higher rate–this year it seems to be close to 20. I try to deal with each concern as presented. I also refer out as much as possible, but in many cases it is not possible due to financial reasons, as well as the long wait lists of mental-health services. We are "peer-supported" but there is not enough time to do the case consults and debriefing because of very high caseloads. The community mental-health team is also a good support, but also not enough time to meet, discuss, consult. We do it by phone, and tend to play phone tag. The mental-health team has a consultant psychiatrist, but she is only there on a part-time basis and we don’t get to see her much. She has expressed a willingness to join us for one of our local school counsellors’ (LSA) meetings, which includes secondary and elementary counsellors. • I have 13 elementary schools–two are very rural and the others more medium in size. My caseload is probably approaching 90. I work with two school psychologists and a speech pathologist, and we also have a part-time secretary. I think this is vital and it gives me a classroom converted to an office in my home school. I have one supervising principal (for day-to-day stuff) who is not that accessible as he is so busy, and I also have a board office supervisor for the broader philisophical issues. A group meeting of all 22 area support team staff meet seven times a year. Pretty well most services are available, but psychiatric services are very limited. We do have an adolescent psychiatric unit here in the hospital. Cuts in services have been affecting the caseload and the nature of cases we encounter. There just seem to be more serious issues and concerns, and there are more referrals of internalizing, anxiety disorder/difficulties of students (refusing school, panic attacks). We tended to get the behaviour/acting out students before; now we get both groups of students. Teacher morale is low because of colleagues layoffs, contract stripping, class-size increases, special education cuts, overall cuts, and CUPE custodial, secretarial, special ed assistants, childcare worker cuts. Our referral rates are affected because we also support the staff in our schools. • There is definitely not enough support for students with mental-health issues. There are very few psychiatric beds available, and they are not available locally. Everything in the community is wait-listed or time-limited, very brief, service. Seriously disturbed children are sent back to the community to be supported by schools and parents. (Many times, parents have their own issues and find it hard to access service/advocate for their children.) The process requires pediatric consultation, then referral to Children’s Hospital for assessment; we currently do not have enough pediatricians. • I am also an itinerant counsellor in a small school zone. I used to go to seven schools, but we closed two schools last year so I now go to five. We have approximately 1,000 elementary students in our zone. I drive 45 minutes to one school in a community in one direction and 25 miles to another community in the opposite direction. I go to three schools in three separate communities. I go to two schools in our biggest community. My caseload is between 80 and 100. I have no office time, aside from an hour at the end of the day. Most of my case notes, file updates, forms, etc., get done on Saturday or Sunday. This year I’m trying hard to maintain a caseload of 70 students, but I am already up to 77. The speech language pathologists in our district maintain a caseload of 40. We have three zones in our district, and they’re all at least an hour-and-a-half drive apart in good driving conditions. We’re in the mountains, so our roads are usually closed by blizzards a few times a winter. There is a full-time elementary counsellor in two of our zones and a 0.8 counsellor in the third. We get to meet two or three times a year. And those are student-services meetings, so we actually get to work and meet together for about two hours on one of those meeting days. I am fortunate to have the district psychologist only two doors away from me in the board office. The other two counsellors seldom get to see him. There used to be a clinical group in the community, but I can’t attend their meetings as they occur in school hours. • One counsellor tells of frustration and concern: "The economic realities of life in resource-based communities are not good. The layoffs of the last year have left many families without the resources they need. Cuts to social assistance have increased the stress in families, as help is not readily available. The cries for funds and assistance over Christmas were met by well meaning neighbours, but those supports are not continuously available. Food banks and neighbourhood charities are overwhelmed by the volume of need. When stress in families increases, children often are the hapless victims. Increased substance abuse, crime, and violence take a terrible toll in our classrooms and our homes." Conclusion The situation would seem very bleak were it not for the dedication of so many caring and compassionate colleagues within the ranks of education. My message in writing this is not to add to the burdens but to recognize the realities of the lives of many of our students and the contributions we make to their lives and to those of our colleagues as we continue to do our daily work. Counsellors and teachers are often a significant factor for students without family support. We are also the support for one another in times of distress and fatigue. A supportive school community encourages a caring atmosphere, a climate of safety and trust, where individuals can belong, be involved, and aspire to be their best. Together we are building tomorrow. To join the B.C. School Counsellors Association, visit www.bctf.ca/About/PSA Pam Hachey is an elementary school counsellor in Vanderhoof and a member of the Teacher Newmagazine Advisory Board. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/contacts.cfm?page=fax&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true,BCTF Contacts Home E-mail Lists Links A to Z Index Contact Us Help SITE SEARCH Quick Links BCTF formsBCTF NewsFrançaisLabour linksPensionsTeacher NewsmagazineTeaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Contact Us > Fax Numbers Departmental Fax Numbers Accounting   604-871-2293 Communications Campaigns   604-871-2289 Executive Offices   604-871-2290 Field Service   604-871-2291 Graphics   604-871-2294 Health & Safety/ISD   604-871-2285 Health & Wellness/ISD   604-871-2296 Human Resources   604-871-2297 Income Security   604-871-2287 Information Services   604-871-2294 Information Technology   604-871-2294 Legal Services   604-871-2288 Maintenance   604-871-2298 Member Records   604-871-2293 Production   604-871-2292 PSID   604-871-2286 Purchasing   604-871-2293 Research   604-871-2294 Retired Teachers' Assn   604-871-2265 Treasurer's Office   604-871-2293 About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy Close Window Print Page   Departmental Fax Numbers Accounting   604-871-2293 Communications Campaigns   604-871-2289 Executive Offices   604-871-2290 Field Service   604-871-2291 Graphics   604-871-2294 Health & Safety/ISD   604-871-2285 Health & Wellness/ISD   604-871-2296 Human Resources   604-871-2297 Income Security   604-871-2287 Information Services   604-871-2294 Information Technology   604-871-2294 Legal Services   604-871-2288 Maintenance   604-871-2298 Member Records   604-871-2293 Production   604-871-2292 PSID   604-871-2286 Purchasing   604-871-2293 Research   604-871-2294 Retired Teachers' Assn   604-871-2265 Treasurer's Office   604-871-2293)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media last tweet "" @ - 12:00am Follow @ last post "" facebook/ - Jan 1st Like Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Touring a natural gas drilling rig with @MLA Mike Bernier, and Brian from EnCana http://t.co/AifdJ4H07b" @Teresa_Wat - 06:01pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141007,play.google.com,https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.huffingtonpost.android&hl=ko,허핑턴 포스트 - Google Play의 Android 앱 검색 이미지 지도 Play YouTube 뉴스 Gmail 드라이브 더보기 캘린더 번역 모바일 도서 월렛 Blogger 사진 동영상 모두 보기 Account Options 로그인 앱 내 앱 쇼핑하기 게임 에디터 추천 영화/TV 내 영화/TV 쇼핑하기 영화 TV 스튜디오 네트워크 음악 내 음악 쇼핑하기 도서 내 책 쇼핑하기 교과서 뉴스스탠드 내 뉴스스탠드 쇼핑하기 기기 쇼핑하기 스토어 내 게임 활동 내 위시리스트 프로모션 코드 사용 기프트 카드 구매 Google Play 크레딧 구매 카테고리 건강/운동 교육 교통 금융 날씨 뉴스 및 잡지 데코레이션 도구 도서 및 참고자료 라이브 배경화면 라이브러리 및 데모 라이프스타일 만화 미디어 및 동영상 비즈니스 사진 생산성 소셜 쇼핑 스포츠 엔터테인먼트 여행 및 지역정보 위젯 음악 및 오디오 의료 커뮤니케이션 게임 가족 교육 단어 롤플레잉 보드 스포츠 시뮬레이션 아케이드 액션 어드벤처 음악 자동차 경주 전략 카드 카지노 캐주얼 게임 퀴즈 퍼즐 홈 인기 차트 새 출시작 내 주문 설정 Android 기기 관리자 허핑턴 포스트 HuffingtonPost.com - 2014년 10월 1일 뉴스 및 잡지 1 설치 위시리스트에 추가 추가 중... 위시리스트에 추가됨 제거 제거 중... 기기 호환성 로드 중... (20,440) 설명 퓰리쳐상을 수상한 허핑턴 포스트의 모든 기사들이 실시간으로 업데이트되는 허핑턴 포스트 앱을 통해 친구들과 SNS로 자유롭게 의견을 교환하세요. 새로운 허핑턴 포스트 앱은 스마트폰, 7~10인치 타블렛을 모두 지원하며 독창적인 '야간 모드'를 제공합니다. 오프라인 상태에서도 읽을 수 있도록 기사를 다운로드받을 수도 있습니다. 허핑턴 포스트 앱에는 한국, 미국, 캐나다, 프랑스, 영국, 독일, 스페인, 이탈리아, 일본과 브라질 등 국제적인 에디션으로부터 선별한 최고의 기사들만 모여 있습니다. 더보기 이 앱을 먼저 설치해야 리뷰를 제출할 수 있습니다. Google Play 콘텐츠 리뷰에 Google+ 프로필이 표시되어 관심 있는 사용자의 의견을 더욱 쉽게 확인할 수 있게 되었습니다. 새로운 리뷰는 내 Google+ 프로필과 공개적으로 연결됩니다. 이전에 작성한 리뷰에는 이름이 'Google 사용자'로 표시됩니다. Google+에 가입 Google Play 콘텐츠 리뷰에 Google+ 프로필이 표시되어 관심 있는 사용자의 의견을 더욱 쉽게 확인할 수 있게 되었습니다. 새로운 리뷰는 내 Google+ 프로필과 공개적으로 연결됩니다. 이전에 작성한 리뷰에는 이름이 'Google 사용자'로 표시됩니다. 계속 리뷰 작성 리뷰 제출 내 리뷰 님의 리뷰 리뷰 유용성 최신순 평가 유용성 리뷰 작성 3.8 총 20,440개 5 8,981 4 5,246 3 2,167 2 1,278 1 2,734 고윤현 Good Good news app! 김민지 최고에요 진짜 별 10개 주고싶어요 굿굿 김지나 감사합니다 제대로 된 기사를 볼 수 있게 해주셔서 감사해요!! yeongho kang 원문 링크기능 번역본인경우 원문으로 볼수있는 기능이 있었으면 좋겠습니다. jahyun shin 말이 필요 없습니다. 지금에 충실한 언론 권평정 공정한 뉴스 쓰레기 바다를 헤엄치는 공정한 뉴스 사용자 리뷰 고윤현 2014년 10월 6일 Good Good news app! 전체 리뷰 김민지 2014년 9월 28일 최고에요 진짜 별 10개 주고싶어요 굿굿 전체 리뷰 김지나 2014년 8월 20일 감사합니다 제대로 된 기사를 볼 수 있게 해주셔서 감사해요!! 전체 리뷰 yeongho kang 2014년 7월 9일 원문 링크기능 번역본인경우 원문으로 볼수있는 기능이 있었으면 좋겠습니다. 전체 리뷰 jahyun shin 2014년 7월 24일 말이 필요 없습니다. 지금에 충실한 언론 전체 리뷰 권평정 2014년 8월 30일 공정한 뉴스 쓰레기 바다를 헤엄치는 공정한 뉴스 전체 리뷰 차주화 2014년 10월 6일 뉴스중독 진짜좋아요. 하루라도안보면 근질근질. . 전체 리뷰 박종원 2014년 7월 29일 최고 진정한 기자들은 여기 있다고 생각합니다 전체 리뷰 Paul Yun 2014년 8월 26일 최고의 진정한 뉴스 최고의 진실된 뉴스 전체 리뷰 김대곤 2014년 8월 20일 아주 객관적인 뉴스 시대의 등불 전체 리뷰 강이협 2014년 9월 5일 Good layout for reading...but when opening the setting menu japanese words appear in the korean version. 전체 리뷰 김남원 2014년 7월 19일 좋음 좋음 전체 리뷰 현우진 2014년 7월 16일 굿 재밋 전체 리뷰 김태범 2014년 6월 17일 삼일전 갑자기 850mb상당의 데이터 일시소진 이해할 수 없는 상황이 발생했습니다 삼일전 데이터 소진량이 갑자기 20%가 남음을 확인했는데 오늘 데이터 과금이 1만원을 초과했다는 sms가 전송되어 확인해보니 허핑턴포스트코리아 앱이 850메가 상당의 데이터를 한번에 소진했습니다 어쩐이유인지 알고 싶고 대처를 요구하는 바입니다 시각자료를 원하시면 ktb7056@gmail.com으로 연락부탁 드립니다 제 상식으론 이해할 수가 없네요 전체 리뷰 Jihoon Kim 2014년 5월 31일 설정 설정에 통지(그러니까 노티) 설정 부분이 일어로 되어있다. 그리고 솔직히 허핑턴이 동성애자 옹호론적인 신문이라는 것은 알고 있었지만, 한국판 에디션은 지나치게 좌편향이다. 번역은 그나마 되어있는 편이긴 하지만, 여전히 어색한 문투이다. 전체 리뷰 조대선 2014년 5월 25일 진짜 뉴스가 많아요 찌라시에 질렸다면 강력추천합니다! 전체 리뷰 joungho kook 2014년 5월 17일 정말 유용한 기사가 많네요 전체 리뷰 Ji Beom Kim 2014년 5월 26일 좋아요 보시면 알듯 전체 리뷰 Kyunghoon Jeon 2014년 2월 27일 Bueno Muy bien 전체 리뷰 김유정 2013년 5월 25일 good 전체 리뷰 새로운 기능 Expanded Notifications 더보기 추가 정보 업데이트 날짜 2014년 10월 1일 크기 기기에 따라 다릅니다. 설치 수 1,000,000 - 5,000,000 현재 버전 기기에 따라 다릅니다. 지원되는 Android 버전 기기에 따라 다릅니다. 콘텐츠 등급 콘텐츠 수위 - 중 권한 세부정보 보기 신고 부적절한 앱으로 신고 개발자: HuffingtonPost.com 개발자 웹사이트 방문 android@huffingtonpost.com(으)로 이메일 보내기 개인정보취급방침 관련 콘텐츠 BBC News BBC Worldwide (Ltd) 1 무료 Get the latest world and regional news from the BBC’s global network of more than 2000 journalists. From breaking news, to business, entertainment, technology, the arts and sport, all divided into clear sections, this free app lets you watch video reports, listen to live radio and read the latest updates wherever you are. Key features:  • All the latest news as it happens  • Watch or listen to the latest news headlines  • Opt in for breaking news push notifications  • Download the latest stories when you have a signal and then read them offline at your leisure  • Share stories to a range of social networks, or email/SMS to a friend  • Personalise the home screen by adding, removing and re-ordering news categories to suit your preferences  • Listen live to BBC World Service radio  • Home screen widgets to keep you up to date  • Settings to allow the app to automatically update in the background  • Set text size to suit your preferences  • Ability to send stories, video, and photos directly to the BBC News team  • Full range of News categories: Top stories, US & Canada, Europe, Latin America, Asia, Middle East, Africa, UK, Technology, Business, Features & Analysis, Science & Environment, Entertainment & Arts, Health, Also In The News, Sport  • Ability to store the app on the SD card. Widgets will not be available if you choose to use this function. This is a feature of the Android system. *Currently unavailable for devices running 2.2 and below. We are working on a fix and this will be available soon. Version 2.4.4:  • Push notifications for big breaking news stories  • Landscape support for all devices  • Various bug fixes including an issue that occasionally caused duplicate push notifications. If you choose to receive push notifications, a unique identifier relating to your device will be stored by ProcessOne on behalf of the BBC to provide you with the service. No other personal data relating to you (such as a username or email address) is processed. The BBC will keep your information secure and not share it with anyone else in accordance with the BBC’s Privacy and Cookies Policy, available at http://www.bbc.co.uk/privacy/ You can choose to unsubscribe from push notifications in the app’s settings screen. Permissions:  • INTERNET: Used to get the latest news content from the BBC  • ACCESS_NETWORK_STATE: Used to determine whether you are on 3G or WiFi to deliver the best quality content  • WAKE_LOCK: Used if you enable background updates in settings  • GET_ACCOUNTS: Used to determine if your device is capable of receiving Push messages  • C2D_RECEIVE/C2D_MESSAGE: Used to receive Push messages if you opt in 1 무료 CNN Breaking US & World News CNN 1 무료 CNN connects you to the world -- wherever you are. The redesigned CNN App for Android has been rebuilt and redesigned for use on both your phone and tablet. Stay informed with the latest headlines and original stories from around the globe. Follow up-to-the-minute reporting with breaking news alerts and live video. Share stories and videos and comment on top stories. •Get breaking news alerts and follow stories as they develop. •Go beyond the surface with international, politics, opinion, tech and entertainment stories and more. •Watch video clips and coverage of live events as they unfold. View your favorite CNN shows live (as available, check with your cable, satellite or telecommunications provider). •Contribute a story or opinion to CNN iReport by uploading photos and video directly from your app. Follow other iReporters and see stories from their points of view. •Access your local weather information, including current and extended forecasts. •Browse photo galleries related to today’s news. •Sync your Samsung Galaxy Gear to your CNN app and receive breaking news and top stories on your wearable device (available on select Android phones). The CNN App may ask your permission to access certain functions on your device such as location, network connection, camera and social media accounts. Doing so can enhance some features of your app such as weather forecasts, iReport submissions and ability to share stories with your social networks. The CNN App may also ask your permission for “phone calls” to allow you to call CNN regarding story ideas or general feedback. CNN respects your privacy and would never misuse your personal information. Have questions or feedback on the CNN App? E-mail us at Android@cnn.com. We are always looking for suggestions on how to provide the best experience possible for you. 1 무료 USA TODAY USA TODAY 1 무료 The nation’s news from USA TODAY is accessible 24/7 on your Android phone or tablet. Staying informed has never been this quick, easy or enjoyable. Headlines - Browse the latest headlines in our News, Sports, Life, Money, Tech, Travel and Opinion sections. Stories are updated 24/7 and can be shared via e-mail, Twitter, Facebook or any sharing app you download on your device. Scores - Check out the latest sports scores for the NFL, MLB, NBA, NHL, MLS, college football and college basketball. Weather - Get current conditions, forecasts, and radar maps, and save them for up to ten locations. Photos - Enjoy beautiful photo galleries, including the Day in Pictures, Day in Sports, and Day in Celebrities—you can flip through the day's best photos or play them back as a slideshow and share your favorites with friends. We’ve also added the Editorial Cartoon gallery to the Opinion section. Snapshots - Check out our signature Snapshots in News, Money, Sports, and Life, and vote to see Quick Question results in each one. Offline Reading - Save and read USA TODAY content offline, even when you don't have a connection. *NEW for Android 2.3+ Users: Customized Alerts - Get Breaking News alerts and alerts from USA TODAY sections including News, Sports, Life, Money, or Tech. Choose up to six categories and know more about everything as it happens. *NEW for Android 2.3+ Users: Quiet Time - Set times when an alert won’t initiate a light, sound, or vibration on your device. 1 무료 Google 뉴스 및 날씨 Google Inc. 1 무료 종합적이고 맞춤설정된 헤드라인 뉴스, 현지 뉴스 및 날씨를 확인해 보세요. • 65,000개 매체의 보도 • 간단한 스와이프로 주요 뉴스, 기술, 스포츠 및 날씨 등의 카테고리 확인 • 60가지 국가별 버전, 메인 스크린 위젯, 맞춤 뉴스 섹션(예: 연예, 기술, 패션, 기타 유용한 정보)으로 레이아웃 조정 • 탭하여 심층 기사, 논평, 현지 관점을 비롯한 심도 있는 관점의 기사 확인 1 무료 NYTimes - Breaking News The New York Times Company 1 무료 Introducing The New York Times Android app. Experience The New York Times’s award-winning journalism. Get the latest news, elegantly presented with enhanced imagery, multimedia and streamlined navigation. Stay informed on world news, national news, business, the arts, technology, style, sports, food, travel, opinions and more. The New York Times app also includes our International Edition with breaking news, world news, current events and cultural content from our 50 newspaper bureaus around the globe. Named Editors’ Choice as one of the top apps on Google Play, The New York Times app connects you to your favorite newspaper anywhere you are, anytime you want to read it. We’re breaking news, world news and national news in your pocket. Download the NYTimes Android app for FREE today, and subscribe to receive your first 14 days at no cost. All users can access up to 10 free articles per month, from any section. App Features: • Watch exclusive videos and browse our award-winning photography • Breaking news alerts — be the first to know about current events as soon as they occur • Get the latest news in less time with automatic background refresh • Save NYT articles to revisit later on any device (web, phone, tablet) • Customize your news experience with home screen widgets • Share The Times’s articles, photos and videos through Facebook, Twitter, email and SMS • Sit back and have the latest NYT news read to you aloud with text to speech • Read more comfortably in low-light with “night mode" • Miss recent world news or national news? Quickly search by topic, name or interest • Join the conversations — view and write comments on articles, or use speech-to-text to “speak in” comments • Get a daily photo preview of the day’s top stories in the Android notification area • Have a Samsung Style Pen (S Pen)? Annotate articles and save your notes for future reference For unlimited access to our award-winning journalism, subscribe now and get your first 14 days free via Google Play.* Subscriptions are $14.99/month (Smartphone + Web), $19.99/month (Tablet + Web) and $34.99/month (All Digital Access includes tablet and smartphone apps). All subscriptions are auto-renewable. Feedback? Suggestions? Issues? Please contact our support team at android@nytimes.com. We’ll do our best to assist you. Your feedback is important to us. *Promotional offers for new subscribers only. Smartphone and tablet apps are not supported on all devices. Prices shown are in U.S. dollars, and local pricing is available in over 55 countries. Other restrictions apply. 1 무료 Fast News Pinenuts Android Developers 1 무료 Fast and lightweight mobile news feed reader for your country major newspapers! Supported countries are USA, UK, Ireland, India, Canada, Australia, Malaysia and many more. Choose, read and easily compare the most famous newspapers with your mobile free of charge and in the fastest way possible. All the headlines of major newspapers in the palm of your hand. If you want to stay up to date with what happens in your country and use as little time as possible, then this app is what you need! Fast News is a RSS Feed Reader but unlike other feature rich news readers, it will bring you directly to the news without wasting any time messing around with the user interface or news loading. It is the best app for the daily reader. This app is still in Beta state, please provide feedback! Fast News US version will show you the content of the public rss feeds from these major United States newspapers: * The New York Times * New York Daily News * USA Today * L.A. Times * Huffington Post * CNN * Washington Post * MSNBC * NPR * Reuters * NYPost * Newsday * Denver Post * Dallas Morning * ABC News * Fox News Latest * ESPN Sport News * The Daily Beast * Forbes * Salon * The Nation * Yahoo! News US * USA Reddit channel * Wall Street Journal For UK: * Daily Mail * Daily Mirror * Daily Star * BBC UK * Daily Telegraph * Reuters UK * Daily Express * Daily Record * The Guardian * The Independent * The Herald * The Conversation * Sky News * Huffington Post UK * UnitedKingdom Reddit * #UK #NEWS Twitter For India (various languages): * Dainik Jagran National * Dainik Bhaskar * Hindustan * Amar Ujala * Times Of India (TOI) * Jagran Post * Rajasthan Patrika * Mid-Day * Malayala Manorama * Prabhat Khabar * The Hindu * Deccan Chronicle * Hindustan Times * Mathrubhumi * Deccan Herald * NDTV News * Financial Chronicle * Lokmat * Dinakaran * RediffNews * Economic Times * Telegraph India * New Indian Express * Reddit India /r/india * #India #News Twitter For Ireland: * Irish Examiner * Irish Daily Star * Irish Independent * Irish Central * Herald * RTÉ * BreakingNews.ie For Canada (in English and French): * Toronto Star * The Globe and Mail * Le Journal de Montréal * La Presse * Montreal Gazette * The Vancouver Sun * The Toronto Sun * The Province * National Post * Calgary Herald * Winnipeg Free * Ottawa Citizen * Edmonton Journal * Chronicle Herald For Australia: * Australian Broadcasting Corporation (ABC) * Herald Sun * Courier-Mail * Sydney Morning Herald (SMH) * The West Australian * The Age * The Advertiser (Adelaide) * The Conversation * The Australian * Perth Now * SBS World News For Malaysia (In Malay, English and Chinese): * Borneo Post * The Sun Daily * Harian Metro * NewStraitsTimes * Free Malaysia Today * HarakahDaily * Oriental Daily * MalaysiaKini * Berita Harian * The Malaysian Insider If you want another newspaper to be included in the list, please send us an email. Features: * Very fast and lightweight newsreader * Immediate and simple to use * Optimized for low bandwidth usage and high download speed * Easy to compare an article between different newspapers * Choose only the newspapers you want and change their order * Front page of the most important newspapers in your country with all the currents news and stories about politics crimes gossip sport government taxes crisis economics finances * Many countries supported: United States of America, United Kingdom, Canada, Australia, Ireland, Malaysia, India, Germany, France, Italy, Netherlands, Spain, Mexico, Argentina, China, Taiwan, Belgium, Austria * Share the news with friends through mail, social networks, Facebook, Twitter, Whatsapp or any other app you have installed. * The best for the daily reader Disclaimer: This app is not affiliated nor related with any of the newspapers cited here. The content the app shows comes from publicly available RSS feeds from the newspapers which retains all copyrights and thus the app is not to be held responsible for any of the content displayed. 1 무료 Fox News FOX News Network, LLC 1 무료 Follow dynamic, real-time reporting from Fox News in the enhanced app for Android, rebuilt from the ground up. Get comprehensive coverage of the day’s hottest stories with Fox News alerts, Fair and Balanced headlines, live streaming video through Fox News Go, vibrant photo galleries, and the latest video clips from your favorite shows on demand! Video - With Fox News Go, 24/7 live Fox News Channel and Fox Business Network anytime, anywhere* - View streaming coverage of live events and exclusive programming available only online Multitasking - Browse the latest headlines while watching Fox News live coverage and clips on demand - Adjust the player size to you preference – go full screen by flipping your phone into landscape or shrink it down to audio only. Watch it your way Breaking News & Alerts - Subscribe to Fox News Alerts to follow breaking news as it happens - Keep an eye on the Breaking News Hub to stay up to date on a story as it unfolds Enhanced News Format - Articles now offer related content – view videos, slideshows, and lists for the news that matters to you Shows - View the latest videos from the #1 cable news shows and anchors on Fox News Channel - Connect with your favorite shows and news personalities on Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, and more directly from the app Please Note: - The Fox News 2.0 app is available for 4.0 and up - Saved articles and weather preferences will not transfer to version 2.0 - Users will need to re-enter credentials for their cable, satellite, and telco providers to watch Fox News Channel and Fox Business Network live - Fox News Radio has been removed from the app, download the Fox News Radio app on the Google Play to listen live * An authorized pay TV subscription is required in order to watch live FOX News Channel and FOX Business Network. 1 무료 NewsHunt : India News | eBooks Ver sé Innovation 1 무료 ★ Top 10 Consumer Mobile Apps in India - Nielsen Consumer Rankings ★ ★ Must Have App - Live Mint ★ ★ World Class app from Indian App Developer - Next Big What ★ ★ Winner GSMA Mobile Award for Best Mobile Publishing Product ★ ★ Winner mBillionth Award for News & Journalism ★ Join over 50 million people in India who love and use NewsHunt to read News, eBooks and Magazines in 12 languages. NewsHunt brings together largest collection of regional language news & ebooks from the world. NEWS FEATURES • Read News from National & Regional Newspapers, Websites & other News sources • Support for 11 Indian languages, even if your phone doesn't support the language & font. Latest news available in Hindi, Malayalam, Tamil, Telugu, Kannada, Bengali, Marathi, Gujarati, Punjabi, Oriya & Urdu • Get Local News from over 600 Indian districts & towns, plus Cricket scores, weather, horoscopes, stock updates & classifieds • Opt in to get Alerts & Notifications of Breaking News even when you’re not using the app • Set text size and background color to suit your preference • Home screen widget that shows latest news stories from recently read Newspapers. • Share News over SMS, Whatsapp, Email, Facebook or any other app you have installed • Features hundreds of fully licensed partners including The Indian Express, Rajasthan Patrika, Prabhat Khabar, Mathrubhumi, lokmat, Malayala Manorama, Dinakaran, Dinamalar, Eenadu, Sakshi, Ananda Bazaar Patrika, Deccan Herald, Sakaal, Divya Bhaskar, Jagbani, India Today, BBC (Hindi), Siasat & more BOOK STORE/READER FEATURES • Browse, download and read the largest collection of regional language eBooks. Read authors including Surendra Mohan Pathak, Chetan Bhagat, Rajesh Kumar, Sudha Murthy, Kannadhasan, and Deepak Chopra as well as international best selling authors. • Choose from thousands of free ebooks such as The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes to Alice in Wonderland • Easily shop for ebooks, including new releases in every category including New York Times® best sellers. • Read mobile optimized magazines & magazine singles(single articles) from leading magazines like Saras Salil, Caravan, Stardust, Champak, Savvy, Grihshobha & Manohar Kahaniyan. • Pay using your mobile phone in addition to your credit/debit cards - Buy eBook using your mobile operator. Available for Indian customers only. • Customize Your Reading—Choose your preferred font size, and background color to read your books. REACH US To report any issues with usage or just to share feedback and tell us how we can improve, write to support@newshunt.com Google+: https://plus.google.com/+newshunt Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/newshunt Twitter: https://twitter.com/newshuntapp 1 무료 News Republic News Republic 1 무료 “News Republic은 정보의 홍수 시대에 해결안을 제안한다” CNET “선택할 수 있는 피드가 너무 많아 큰일이다” T3 “갑자기 너무 섹시해진 News Republic” Stark Insider NEWS REPUBLIC – 우아하고 멋진 디자인, 훌륭한 뉴스 기사, 모든 스마트폰과 태블릿에 최적화될 수 있는 놀라운 기능의 인터페이스를 갖춘 궁극의 뉴스 앱 • 다개국어 지원 뉴스: 영어, 프랑스어, 독일어, 이탈리아어, 스페인어 • 원하는 주제의 최신 뉴스를 한눈에 파악할 수 있습니다 • 관심있는 주제만 선택해 원하는대로 홈 화면을 꾸밀 수 있습니다 • 혁신적인 뉴스 검색 시스템Tag Nav™를 만나보십시오 • RSS 피드가 아닌 신뢰할 수 있는 사진과 영상을 갖춘 전체 기사를 즐기실 수 있습니다. Washington Post, AP, The Independent, Huffington Post, 등 수많은 공식 협력업체와 함께 합니다. 정치, 선거, 스포츠, 비지니스, 테크놀로지, 앱, 예능, 인물, 테니스, 축구, 럭비, 영화, 소문, TV, 도서, 음악 등 다양한 국내외 뉴스를 받아보실 수 있습니다. 맞춤 설계 > 검색 > 안내 > 공유 > 의견 > 조사 지금 바로 News Republic에서 원하는 정보 모두를 얻어가십시오! 트위터 - @newsrepublic 페이스북 - facebook.com/pages/News.Republic 동영상 소개 - vimeo.com/channels/newsrepublic News Republic은 미국, 영국, 독일, 이탈리아, 프랑스, 스페인, 중남미, 국제, 이렇게 총 8개 지역 보도로 만나실 수 있습니다. 1 무료 The Times of India News Times Internet Limited 1 무료 What some of our users are saying: ★★★★★ TOI has Soared The new version is pretty clean and attractive. Very responsive and very few lags. New options are very much appreciated. In all a very good update. - Ady Sharma (Nexus 5) ★★★★★ Love the notification feature No need to open the app every important news comes as a notification. - neeraj jadwani (Moto E) ★★★★★ Live TV and Audio is too good! TOI app has been improving with every update. The most recent addition of Times Now TV and Audio is just fabulous. Absolutely best news app in India. - Ninad Oak (Galaxy S3) ★★★★★ TOI is the best English news app The UI is excellent and also news can be read even when not online and saves lot of data not reloading when not required. - Joydeep Kumbhakar (Galaxy S Duos2) The Times of India, India’s largest media house, brings you the best news experience on the go. Download the TOI app on your Android device and stay updated on news from across the world, anywhere, anytime. The TOI app offers everything that an avid news reader is looking for – breaking news, latest headlines, trending news stories and in-depth coverage of sports, entertainment, business and technology including the Mangalyaan mission and Asian Games 2014. From India news to world news, political news to cricket news, technology news to Bollywood news and movie reviews of Bollywood, Hollywood and regional films – get the most relevant coverage of celebrity news. Also available is the vivid photogallery of famous Bollywood celebrities, industrialist, politicians, sports person and events / parties that are the talk of town. Also catch the live coverage of all the breaking news on Times Now Live TV & Times Now Live Audio. 1 무료 NBC News NBC News Digital LLC 1 무료 NBC News delivers the stories you care about, right now. Get up-to-the-minute breaking news, exclusive interviews, and in-depth reporting from our journalists around the world. The completely redesigned NBC News app can be used on both your phone and tablet. Here are a few highlights: • Faster and more visual than ever before • Stories download automatically so you can keep reading when you’re offline • Even more videos, slideshows and articles now available • Unique split screen plays video while you read stories Our live, continuous coverage gives you all the news you want, and now it’s easier than ever to share the stories that matter most to you. 1 무료 Flipboard: 여러분의 소셜 뉴스 매거진 Flipboard 1 무료 Flipboard는 나만의 개인 매거진입니다. 뉴스를 따라잡고, 세상 돌아가는 소식을 접하고, 친구들이 공유하는 기사, 비디오 및 사진들을 둘러볼 수 있는 최고의 방법입니다. 시작하시려면, 몇 가지의 주제를 선택하여 타일을 탭한 후 나만의 매거진에서 플립하기 시작하세요. 검색창을 이용하거나 빨간 리본을 탭해서 콘텐츠 가이드를 열고 블로그와 한국경제신문, 한겨레, 경향신문과 같은 여러 매체를 만나보세요. Facebook, Instagram, Tumblr, Google+ 및 트위터 등의 소셜 네트워크에 연결해서 친구들의 게시글을 확인하고 스토리를 쉽게 공유하세요. Flipboard에서 찾은 것을 저장하세요. '+'버튼을 사용해 가고 싶은 여행지에서 최신 IT 정보까지 어떤 주제로든 나만의 매거진을 만들 수 있습니다. 콘텐츠 가이드에서 '독자 매거진'을 선택하여 다른 독자들이 만들고 있는 매거진을 둘러보세요. Flipboard를 무료로 다운로드 받고 오늘 시작하세요! 주요 특징: ★ 모든 뉴스, 관심거리 및 소셜 업데이트를 하나의 매거진에서. ★ 나만의 매거진에 원하는 스토리를 저장. '+' 버튼을 사용하여 '매거진 만들기'를 선택해 스토리, 이미지 또는 비디오를 수집. ★ 인물, 주제, 해시태그, 블로그, 관심사 등을 검색하여 아름다운 매거진 형식으로 넘겨보기. ★ 12개 이상의 소셜 네트워크를 Flipboard와 연동하여 뉴스피드와 타임라인을 한 곳에서 따라잡고 댓글, 좋아요, 관심글 담기, 공유 등의 활동을 간소화. 연동 가능 소셜 네트워크: 트위터, Facebook, Instagram, Google+, YouTube, LinkedIn, SoundCloud. ★ 커버스토리로 새로운 소식을 신속히 확인 가능. 커버스토리는 내 Flipboard에 추가된 항목 중 놓치지 말아야 할 것들을 모은 나만의 스토리. ★ 18개 나라별 콘텐츠 가이드 에디션을 Flipboard에서 즐길 수 있음: 대한민국, 미국, 캐나다, 영국, 호주, 일본, 중국, 홍콩, 대만, 인도, 프랑스, 독일, 이탈리아, 네덜란드, 스페인, 러시아, 남미, 브라질. ★ 콘텐츠 가이드(상단의 빨간 리본을 탭하기)를 통해 놓치지 말아야 할 매거진 및 블로그, 멋진 사진, 오늘의 뉴스와 기타 관심기사에 초점을 둔 특별 큐레이션 섹션을 포함한 추천 항목 둘러보기. ★ 안드로이드 기기에서 Flipboard 위젯을 이용해 빠르게 이용. ★ share.flipboard.com에서 북마클릿을 통해 내 매거진에 콘텐츠를 추가. FLIPBOARD 기타 정보: 팁이나 기타 정보가 필요하시면 저희 웹사이트 http://www.flipboard.com를 방문하거나 트위터 @flipboard_ko, Facebook http://www.facebook.com/flipboard, Google+ https://plus.google.com/+Flipboard에서 팔로우 해 주세요. Flipboard 사용 방법을 보시려면, 지원 페이지 http://flipboard.com/support를 방문하세요. 기술적 문제나 기타 질문이 있으시면, support@flipboard.com으로 연락하시기 바랍니다. 1 무료 Yahoo News Digest Yahoo 1 무료 Get in the know in no time. Yahoo News Digest provides a definitive summary of all the important, need-to-know news. Digests are delivered twice a day - once in the morning and once in the evening. All the top stories are summarized and presented with the key information that you need to stay on top of what’s happening. Each story is created from multiple sources to present the essential bits and pieces of information, known as “atoms”. Atoms are key quotes, images, videos, maps, infographs, and Wikipedia excerpts among others. These atomic units provide a unique context to the news. Our stories are both algorithmically and hand curated to ensure high quality, and come with a textual summary. Yahoo News Digest makes your reading experience comprehensive, effortless, and complete. Our goal is to inform you of all the key headlines you need to know and allow you to share the news with others. Yahoo News Digest is available in English today but look out for translated versions soon. We are committed to building the best mobile experience and are interested in your feedback. Let us know your thoughts here: https://yahoo.uservoice.com/forums/235999 1 무료 feedly Feedly Team 1 무료 Something magical happens when the right person gets connected to the right content. That knowledge or inspiration feeds you, transforms you into a better teacher, designer, entrepreneur... This inspired us to create feedly. We designed a modern reader that empowers professionals, students and enthusiasts to feed their passions; the work they really care about, whether that's in the office, at school, at home or anywhere else. Millions of people use feedly every day to curate the best of the web and tune into what matters to them. It starts with you organizing your favorite sources into reading collections. We all have different appetite when it comes to feeding our minds. Feedly empowers you to express what makes you unique. Feedly takes all the content from your favorite websites and transforms it into a simple and fast reading experience. A single place for everything you care about. Feedly is available on your phone, your tablet and on the web at feedly.com An important part of reading is picking the ideas you want to save for later, remix and share. Feedly offers seamless integration with Evernote, Twitter, Facebook, LinkedIn, Google+, Buffer, IFTTT, Pocket and Instapaper to help streamline your workflows. Feedly captures the full power of the web by letting you subscribe to any RSS feed, Youtube channel or blog. Feedly delivers in one place all the knowledge and inspiration you need to keep ahead. Happy reading! [we are hello@feedly.com if you need support or want to report a bug] 1 무료 BBC News Media Applications Technologies for the BBC 1 무료 Get the latest, breaking news from our trusted global network of journalists. See the top stories from the UK and around the world, and personalise your experience by choosing to see the latest news on topics such as technology, sport, entertainment, health and business. You can also watch the BBC News channel for up-to-the-minute live reports, and see video clips on most of the top stories. Key Features:  • All the latest news as it happens  • Opt in for breaking news push notifications  • In-story video over 3G and WiFi  • Download the latest stories when you have a signal and then read them offline at your leisure  • Share stories to a range of social networks, or email/SMS to a friend  • Personalise the home screen by adding, removing and re-ordering news categories to suit your preferences  • Live streaming of the BBC News channel for Android 4.0+ devices  • Home screen widgets  • Settings to allow the app to automatically update in the background  • Font controls to increase or decrease the story text size to suit you  • Ability to send stories, video, and photos directly to the BBC News team  • Full range of News categories: Top Stories, World, UK, Sport, Technology, Entertainment & Arts, England, Northern Ireland, Scotland, Wales, Business, Politics, Health, Education, Science & Environment, Features & analysis, Also In The News  • Ability to store the app on the SD card. Widgets will not be available if you choose to use this function. This is a feature of the Android system If you choose to receive push notifications, a unique identifier relating to your device will be stored by ProcessOne on behalf of the BBC to provide you with the service. No other personal data relating to you (such as a username or email address) is processed. The BBC will keep your information secure and not share it with anyone else in accordance with the BBC’s Privacy and Cookies Policy, available at http://www.bbc.co.uk/privacy/ You can choose to unsubscribe from push notifications in the app’s settings screen. Permissions:  • INTERNET: Used to get the latest news content from the BBC  • ACCESS_NETWORK_STATE: Used to determine whether you are on 3G or Wifi to deliver the best quality content  • WAKE_LOCK: Used if you enable background updates in settings  • GET_ACCOUNTS: Used to determine if your device is capable of receiving Push messages  • C2D_RECEIVE/C2D_MESSAGE: Used to receive Push messages if you opt in 1 무료 News360: Personalized News News360 1 무료 News360 learns what you like (and don’t like) and finds news articles and blog posts from across the Internet that are the most relevant to you, personally. ✔ The New York Times: "News360 has to be one of the better news-aggregating [apps] I’ve seen on any platform" News360 is an elegant and smart news reader that learns what kinds of stories you like and dislike as you read. You will never again miss something interesting because you haven’t subscribed to the right feed or followed the right person – instead, News360 will show you all the stories that really matter, and none of the noise. You can even connect your Facebook, Twitter and other accounts and News360 will use them to become even more personalized to your particular interests. The more you use it - the smarter it gets. To make sure that you don’t get a biased or inaccurate outlook, News360 provides coverage from all possible sources for every story, combining text, photography and video to give you a full, 360° view of the issues. ✔ "Apps We Like: News360" — The Wall Street Journal ✔ "News360 is the New Cadillac of Personalized News Readers" — PandoDaily Key highlights: ★ Quickly scan headlines, preview stories and dive deep into the content from over 50,000 sources. From top global and national news providers, to local and niche sites and blogs ★ Read your Home feed, where you’ll see top articles that focus on the topics you’re interested in – no jumping between sections or feeds ★ Use the News360 widget to keep up with great content on your home screen, and even on your lock screen with Android 4.2 ★ Help News360 learn by marking stories you like as you use it, and it will become better and better at giving you the stories you'll enjoy, but will always try to give you something new and unexpected as well ★ Customize the topics you’re interested in at any time! ★ Create a free News360 account to sync your settings and read saved articles offline on your phone, tablet and at news360.com ★ Read local news using your device’s GPS 1 무료 개발자의 콘텐츠 더보기 GPS for the Soul HuffingtonPost.com 1 무료 GPS for the Soul is based on two truths: that we all have within us a centered place of harmony and balance, and that we all veer away from that place again and again. A guide is a collection of the things that help you course-correct -- from music and poetry to breathing exercises and pictures of your loved ones. GPS for the Soul lets you play one of the guides we have assembled for you, or create your own. The Internet and the rise of social media have given us amazing tools to connect, and to bring about change in the world. At the same time, our 24/7 connection to the digital world often disconnects us from the real world around us -- from our physical surroundings, from our loved ones, and especially from ourselves. We see the effects of this in every aspect of our lives. And the consequences can be really damaging, in terms of our health, our jobs, and our relationships. That's why HuffPost has created GPS for the Soul. We hope GPS for the Soul will be just the beginning of a journey to help you reconnect with your creativity, your intuition, your peace and your wisdom. 1 무료 Huffington. HuffingtonPost.com 1 무료 The Best of HuffPost. Weekly. Huffington weekly magazine represents the very best of The Huffington Post with exclusive content not on the site -- delivered to your phone/tablet each week in a lush, vivid, feature-driven magazine format. Incorporating infographics, photography, sophisticated narratives, commenting and other ways to engage with the Huffington community, the magazine embroiders your experience with humor, cutting-edge sensibility and, of course, attitude. If you enjoy The Huffington Post web site but don't have time during the week to absorb everything it offers -- especially engrossing feature work on politics, business, culture, entertainment and other topics -- then please download Huffington and spend your weekend getting caught up and getting ahead. KEY FEATURES • FREE weekly, curated and exclusive content from The Huffington Post • Share Huffington content via Twitter, Facebook and Email • Download Huffington Issues and read them offline • Navigate between Huffington articles via swipe or in the convenient Article Viewer • Find specific Huffington pages via the Issue Page Viewer • Browse Huffington Issues via the Bookshelf or Cover View 1 무료 더보기 ©2014 Google 사이트 서비스 약관 기기 판매약관 개인정보취급방침 개발자 아티스트 Google 정보)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12078&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2001 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 13, Number 6, April 2001 New teachers' conference by Jan Eastman The seventh annual BCTF conference for new teachers, held February 9–10, 2001, at the Delta Resort and Conference Centre, in Richmond, was, again, a popular event. Four hundred new teachers attended, bringing with them palpable levels of energy, excitement, and enthusiasm, as well as enormous interest. The cadre of excellent facilitators came from provincial specialist associations, PD associates, staff, and other members to lead the 70 workshop sessions. BCTF President David Chudnovsky welcomed the participants, and he and Janice Tapp, chairperson of the PSA Council, drew the first names for PSA memberships, a record number this year at 52. The display area, filled to capacity, offered a wide array of PSA and commercial material. Networking around the display area is a hallmark of the conference, continuing well into the social mix-and-mingle at the end of Friday’s sessions. The conference is one of the many BCTF initiatives for welcoming and supporting new members. Increasingly, it seems, the nominal registration fee of $50 (which includes food, prizes, displays, workshops, and materials), is being paid by locals and/or school districts–a welcome trend. Participants are encouraged to access PD funds for TOC, transportation, and accommodation costs. While most attendees come from the Lower Mainland/Fraser Valley, the conference is a provincial one, with representation from all regions. Unfortunately, some new teachers had to return to their classrooms on Friday morning because of the unavailability of TOCs. There is no doubt that new teachers find the conference useful and enjoyable–an opportunity to stand back from their classrooms for a brief time, reflect, share and literally grab new ideas, tips, and resources for immediate use. Participants describe the conference as a highlight of the first year of teaching, reporting that it exceeds expectations, provides high-quality workshops, and warmly welcomes them to the BCTF. Participants are also clear that practical strategies and networking with others are the order of the day, as well as learning again that "I am not alone." New teachers tell us that teaching is harder than it looks, that it is in fact exhausting, but that it is more satisfying than they imagined it would be. As to what will keep them in classrooms–the kids will. One new teacher spoke of her "intense pleasure in watching kids love learning." Being a learner oneself will also extend a new teacher’s career. Support from colleagues, from a mentor, and from experienced teachers sharing their teaching style, philosophy, and tips at conferences such as this are needed and valued. Facilitators and organizers alike clearly enjoy the new-teacher audience. "Enthusiastic, positive, ready to go" is how Lori Robinson, primary workshop facilitator describes participants. In her view, recent graduates are better prepared than ever. But because a new teacher may be hired late, have assignment changes, and find resources stripped, and because the curriculum is not scripted, teaching is harder than ever. Organizing, planning, fitting IRPs and performance standards together, communicating with parents, and building effective relationships are all hot topics in her popular workshop. While there is much good reason to continue this successful event on an annual basis, efforts to support and retain new teachers in the profession must focus on induction and mentoring programs. Such programs clearly benefit new teachers; they also benefit the teacher who is the mentor. When trusting collaborative relationships between teachers aimed at breaking down walls of isolation, enhancing practice, and providing personal support are developed in schools, students and the school culture alike reap an enormous benefit. Jan Eastman is an assistant director in the BCTF’s Professional Development Division.)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/BargainingAndContracts.aspx?id=4988,BCTF > Bargaining objectives 2006  	Bargaining and contracts  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers Aboriginal Education  Bargaining & Collective Agreements  Français  Health & Safety  New Teachers  Opportunities for Members  Pensions Professional Development  Professional Rights & Responsibility  Provincial Specialist Associations  Salary & Benefits  Teachers Teaching On Call  Teaching Resources  For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Bargaining and Contracts > Negotiations Bargaining objectives 2006 That the BCTF continue to insist that the government: restore the language stripped from the collective agreements through the enactment of Bills 27 (Education Services Collective Agreement ActESCAA), 28 (Public Education Flexibility and Choice Act PEFCA), and 19 (Education Services Collective Agreement Amendment Act ESCAAA); ensure that members have full, free local collective bargaining rights including the right to bargain all terms and conditions of employment, and the right to strike; provide funding that will ensure a fair and reasonable salary increase for members; ensure the professional rights, status and practice of members; and, that these conditions be in place for the beginning of the next school year, September 5, 2006. That the objectives for teacher bargaining in 2006 be: class-size limits and class composition provisions for Grades K12 and adult education. staffing ratios for specialist teachers and associated professionals that increase services to students and schools. a salary increase for all members that makes BC teacher salaries comparable to those in Ontario and Alberta. improvements in preparation time for all teachers comparable to provisions achieved by Ontario teachers. employment equity for Aboriginal teachers. provisions which define the hours of work, including the work year. professional autonomy, teacher control of professional development, and improved professional development funding that ensures equity of access to professional development for all teachers. improvements in benefits, including an allowance to offset SIP premiums. portability of seniority and sick leave. improved TOC working conditions including salary, benefits, seniority, and hiring rights. provision of a teacher on call for every teacher absence.   About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141007,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/Newsmag.aspx?id=16850,BCTF > Teacher Newsmagazine, October 2008  	BCTF Teacher Newsmagazine  For Teachers For Parents For Media Home E-mail Lists Links A to Z Index Contact Us Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2008   Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 21, Number 2, October 2008 View the complete publication in PDF format here. View the table of contents in HTML format to select specific articles here.   About Us | News & Events | Publications | Advocacy & Action | Social Justice | Issues in Education © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=20392,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 4, January/February 2010  Death by a thousand downloads By John Malcolmson The financial strangulation of BC public schooling A spectre of financial crisis currently stalks BC public schools. The signs of it are everywhere. Parents are increasingly roiled with the ongoing assault on what public schools are able to offer their children. School trustees are starting to move to a more assertive political stance after years of hand-wringing despair over the program cuts they find themselves forced to make. Even senior district administrators are starting to question the role foisted on them as they stare at worsening cutback scenarios increasingly unable to stave off rising revenue shortfalls. How can we make sense of a system under perpetual duress to ratchet down what it is able to offer its students? And how is a steady stream of cutback news to be squared with the increased expectations that our provincial government places on the doorstep of our public schools? The Ministry of Education’s role in all of this has been one of fast-freezing annual budgetary allocation, while disclaiming responsibility for program impacts. Fingers are routinely pointed at boards and administrators, supposed culprits whose standards of financial management must somehow be deficient. This policy response is succinctly reflected in the perpetual MOE mantra of “the most funding ever... hundreds of millions in new spending,” a site-licensed mantra chanted with monotonous regularity by virtually every government MLA when asked questions linked to the sorry state of public school finance. It is useful to take a step back and look more systematically at the yawning gap separating dead-tracked funding levels on the one side, and the relentless march of school cost obligations on the other. Doing this yields an interesting picture. Consider the following: Our schools are highly dependent on the province for grant money—95% of all revenue comes in the form of provincial grants, a figure up sharply since school districts lost the right to control property taxes two decades ago. If Victoria fails to provide the necessary cash, it makes for big problems at the school district level. Those districts best able to loosen the fiscal noose are the ones most adept at navigating the unsure path to increased entrepreneurialism with the push to market BC school services internationally. Last year foreign students brought in almost $130 million in fee revenue. A few boards successfully cornered the market on offshore earnings; the bottom half of districts got less than 2% of this revenue. This shows that international education is not the financial panacea some make it out to be. Cross-district migration of students was officially sanctioned by Victoria earlier this decade, ostensibly to offer parents and students more choice in program offerings. Increasingly, however, migration offers interested parents a desperate chance to stay just one step ahead of cuts following close on their heels. Falling enrolment is supposed to ease matters—fewer students to educate should ease the financial pressure. But, when a district currently loses a student, more than $5,800 in revenue dries up while cost “savings” total an estimated $2,800. That leaves a $3,000 per capita crater in district budgets that has to be made up in “greater efficiencies.” The latter is a code phrase for school closures, program and staff cuts, and more fees for parents in areas like student busing. How then are we to make sense of schools’ current financial difficulties? Mounting evidence from different boards around the province points to an emerging “structural funding shortfall” in provincial funding support. This shortfall is the product of at least three interdependent processes: The downloading of new unfunded or underfunded cost obligations by the province (such as the HST, full-day Kindergarten, carbon compliance, etc.) The failure of the current Funding Allocation System model used in K–12 to keep pace with cost increases in areas that are notionally funded (such as rising transportation and benefit costs, teacher pension cost increases, a teacher 2% salary increase due in 2010, and the financial impact of falling enrolment). The imposition of ad hoc cuts to discretionary programs in efforts to contain the size of the provincial deficit (such as the $110 million cut in this year’s Annual Facilities Grant, or the last minute clawback in district “hold-back” funds). The shortfall crisis has left virtually every district scrambling to lever down spending by eliminating programs, staff and services. Information compiled by school administrators puts the size of the current structural shortfall at several hundred million dollars province-wide as we approach 2010–11. While the jobs of teachers and support staff are already coming under pressure as a result, BC’s school-aged children will be the chief victims of this crisis. Unfortunately, students, parents, staff, and community members anxious to oppose this looming disaster are sometimes held back in their ability to understand the mounting crisis. Use of the term “cutback” is a case in point. For the MOE, cutbacks are a myth because in gross terms funding is up not down. In addition, it is boards—victims of the structural shortfall—that make actual decisions to cut staff and program. “Needs budgets” are also problematic, simply because the concept is easily misrepresented as an effort to map new cost obligations without regard for underlying economic realities. Ending the “highest funding ever” charade requires a more concerted effort to document, research, quantify, and popularize the actual extent of the current imposed shortfall in terms an average parent or community member can readily understand. Doing this shows “highest funding ever” to be an out-and-out myth. We also need to point the finger clearly and unambiguously at those bearing responsibility for the current financial strangulation. Specifically: The Ministry of Education and its finance counterpart have frozen levels of funding while downloading—often by stealth—new cost centres and obligations to boards. Treasury Board refuses to properly index revenue resources to reflect underlying changes in real prices faced by school district decision-makers. The Premier’s Office bears ultimate responsibility for visiting ad hoc and irrational jump shifts in funding rules, like this fall’s cut to the Annual Facilities Grant that tightens the financial noose while undercutting board efforts to meet newly imposed carbon compliance obligations. We have a task ahead in fully and irrevocably puncturing the myth of “highest funding ever.” The BCTF and CUPE are committed to taking up this challenge and to bringing a new message debunking government funding claims to a board of education near you. Stay tuned. John Malcolmson is CUPE research representative with occasional luck in ferreting out useful information. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141008,thetyee.ca,http://thetyee.ca/News/2014/09/29/BC-Non-Profits/,Proposed Law Exposes BC Non-Profits to Attack | The Tyee About Advertise Follow Support RSS Topic Aboriginal Affairs BC Election 2013 BC Politics Education Energy Environment Federal Politics Film Food Gender + Sexuality Health Housing Labour + Industry Local Economy Media Municipal Politics Music Photo Essays Podcasts Politics Rights + Justice Science + Tech Transportation Travel Urban Planning + Architecture News Culture Opinion National MediaCheck Solutions Join Craving crack civic election coverage? Help fund it... News Proposed Law Exposes BC Non-Profits to Attack Anybody could ask court to punish a group they think is acting 'detrimental to the public interest.' By Andrew MacLeod, 29 Sep 2014, TheTyee.ca   Tweet Jim Wright worries that powerful interests will use the new law to suppress the advocacy efforts of his group, the Garden City Conservation Society. Aussie Advocacy Crackdown Echoes Canadian Charity Fears Political gag rules in Australia coincide with concerns across the Pacific. Why Is a Weakened CRA Still Auditing Charities? In austere times, it seems there's plenty of money to go after enemies of the government. Election Law 'Chilling' Groups Wanting to Share Info Complex, 'crazy making' third party advertising restrictions sow confusion. Read more: BC Politics Running small non-profit organizations in British Columbia will become much more difficult if the government proceeds with a proposed change that will make it easy for opponents to tie them up in court, say critics of the province's direction. "They are making life for organizations like ours more complicated," said Jim Wright, the president of the Garden City Conservation Society in Richmond. There are some 27,000 registered societies in B.C., according to the government. They fulfil a broad range of functions, everything from providing services such as running long-term care homes to advocating on issues. In August, the province's Finance Minister Mike de Jong released a white paper outlining a new Society Act. While much of it appears innocuous, a section that would allow members of the public to apply to the B.C. Supreme Court to intervene if they believe a society is acting "detrimental to the public interest" is beginning to draw attention. "This provision is unique in corporate law, and reflects the special role of non-profit corporations in society," reads the white paper. "There is a general expectation that societies will act in the public interest, especially since so many of them are supported by public funding or monies solicited from the public." Worrisome change The proposed change worries Wright, whose group has fought to protect farmland in the Lower Mainland. "It is a concern because a powerful party that wants to suppress what a particular society is advocating can easily do so," he said. "For example, when our group was protesting the Garden City lands, a very large open area in the city centre in the Agricultural Land Reserve, we were opposed by three very powerful organizations that had an agreement to deal with it," he said. His group is small, with some 700 members and a turnout of around 30 people at annual general meetings, but the people who wanted to develop the Garden City lands found the group hard to brush aside, he said. "These parties know how to use the courts to get their way," he said. "If you start having to raise money to deal with that aggression, you have practically no choice but to stop doing whatever the powerful party wants you to stop doing." According to the government's white paper, the court isn't likely to entertain frivolous claims. "The risk that the provision could be used improperly (e.g. for minor matters or to pursue personal grievances) is limited because the court effectively controls the process," it said. Vibrant civil society needed Andrew Gage, a staff lawyer with West Coast Environmental Law, said the fact that the court would control the process is beside the point. Most small community organizations with tiny budgets would be severely intimidated by the process "even if it doesn't go anywhere," he said. "Anyone can go to court to ask for this," he said, noting it's a one-step process that's easy to launch and would require a society to respond regardless of whether the action proceeds or not. "I think it's something that almost invites abuse.... There's not a lot preventing anyone from using it." Rather than leaving the use of the process up to the courts, if the government believes the new law should be interpreted narrowly, it should spell that out in the legislation, he said. Similarly, there are a wide range of societies and asking the court to decide which ones may be acting in a way "detrimental to the public interest" is asking for trouble, he said. Courts have generally avoided defining a single public interest and have instead found there are many public interests. "We believe we're acting in the public interest with the files we work on, but others would probably disagree," he said. In some ways the government's proposal itself runs counter to the public interest, he said. "Having a vibrant civil society is the public interest," he said. The government's proposal will discourage some groups from forming societies and will make it more difficult for them to go about their work, he said. "It will be a big chill." Gage recently wrote about the issue for his organization's website, where he raised various other concerns as well, including about new requirements borrowed from the Business Corporations Act that would allow people to petition the court for certain society records. 'Why single out societies?' There are other ways to create accountability when organizations receive public funds, including putting those provisions in contracts, Gage said. Many businesses also receive public money, but the government isn't proposing any similar provisions for them, he said. "Why single out societies in this way?" He also said he suspects very few societies receive significant public funding, and that altogether it's not clear what problem the government is trying to fix. "It seems like an overkill, the sort of thing you do when you're trying to prove you're doing something." Minister de Jong was unavailable for an interview. "The non-profit sector plays an increasingly important role in the province by helping to provide services that deliver social, cultural and other programs to the public," he wrote in the preamble to the white paper. "My objective in publishing this white paper is to ensure that any legislative obstacles preventing societies from functioning fully and efficiently are identified before legislation is introduced." The consultation process is open until Oct. 15. Wright said it's a lot to ask people from small organizations to look through a 166-page document, analyze it and reach an opinion as a society, especially since much government consultation seems to be "window dressing" that lacks a genuine desire for feedback. "There's nothing I can see that indicates it will be heeded," he said. Read more: BC Politics Andrew MacLeod is The Tyee's Legislative Bureau Chief in Victoria. Find him on Twitter or reach him here.   Tweet What have we missed? What do you think? We want to know. Comment below. Keep in mind: Do: Verify facts, debunk rumours Add context and background Spot typos and logical fallacies Highlight reporting blind spots Ignore trolls Treat all with respect and curiosity Connect with each other Do not: Use sexist, classist, racist or homophobic language Libel or defame Bully or troll Troll patrol. Instead, flag suspect activity. Please enable JavaScript to view the comments powered by Disqus. comments powered by Disqus LNG a chance, not a windfall, says BC throne speech Postmedia could soon own almost every English newspaper in Canada. What could possibly go wrong? VIEW: Voting for your principles is 'strategic voting' Petition opposes BC's 'potential muzzling' of non-profits More troubles for BC's big LNG plans Tirade at Tyee by immigration minister's top aide analyzed tweet by tweet Government slow to respond to FOIs? No need to tell Bob Mackin Converting ferries to LNG will save money, reduce fares: CEO See more » Tyee Video Picks Submitted by Tyee staff, Today Last chance to see 'The Vancouver Asahi' baseball story at VIFF. Where do these videos come from? From you. Suggest one here! Most Popular Can 'Cuisine' Make a Better School Lunch? What I Saw with a German Tour of the Oilsands Don't Give Postmedia More Local Monopolies First Nations 'Front and Centre Now': Pierre Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign How Much Do You Trust Canada's Wireless Giants? Christy Clark's No Pro at LNG Poker BC Filmmaking Duo Passes the Acid Test For Kids, the Meal Is the Message Most Emailed Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign For Kids, the Meal Is the Message Understanding Harper's Evangelical Mission Who'd Be a School Trustee in 2014? Why New Euro-Canada Treaty Is a Gift to Oil Firms BC Filmmaking Duo Passes the Acid Test We Must Heed Naomi Klein's Call China Deal Trumps Province, First Nations on Energy Projects: Treaty Expert Fired Researcher Who Killed Self Was Evaluating Drug Backed by Clark Climate Warriors Must Forge Stronger Alliances, Now Reported Elsewhere Postmedia could soon own almost every English newspaper in Canada (via DeSmog) Petronas CEO warns of 15-year delay to BC LNG project (via G&M) BC government apologizes for firing worker who later killed himself (via the Victoria Times-Colonist) From Tibet to Taiwan, China's outer regions watch Hong Kong protests intently (via the New York Times) It's a shame Jean-Claude Duvalier died a free man, says ex-UN prosecutor (via CBC News) Vancouver's cabbies take aim at Uber (via The Province) Keurig's coffee supremacy challenged by Canadian firm (via Yahoo! News) North and South Korea 'agree to talks' (via BBC News) See more » Your BC: The Tyee's Photo Pool Join The Tyee's Flickr group » View previous selections » Most Commented What I Saw with a German Tour of the Oil Sands (132 comments) Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign (76 comments) 'The Environment Is the Economy': MP Weston (106 comments) Fired Researcher Who Killed Self Was Evaluating Drug Backed by Clark (57 comments) Climate Warriors Must Forge Stronger Alliances, Now (53 comments) ISIS Threat: Let's Refuse to be Scared (79 comments) We Must Heed Naomi Klein's Call (309 comments) Christy Clark's No Pro at LNG Poker (38 comments) Six Steps to Protect Canadians from Flaws in China Trade Deal (128 comments) How Labour Unions Make Us Healthier (31 comments) About The Tyee National Pool Contributors Advertise Contact Funding Jobs Master Classes Privacy Policy Submissions Support The Tyee News Culture Opinion National Mediacheck Solutions Video Publications Tyee News Weekly Archives The Hook Other BC Blogs Reported Elsewhere Steve Burgess Murray Dobbin Michael Geist Crawford Kilian Rafe Mair Andrew Nikiforuk Shannon Rupp Bill Tieleman Dorothy Woodend Follow The Tyee Subscribe by email Subscribe by RSS Tyee Mobile App Managed Hosting by Gossamer Threads × Share article via email Send this article to: Your email address: Your message: Would you like to receive The Tyee's headlines free by email? Yes, every day. Yes, once a week. I already subscribe. No, thanks. Submit Show form again » Close)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "October is #FosterFamilyMonth. Thank you #BC for opening your homes and hearts to more than 5,900 children and youth." @John_Yap - 11:14pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media last tweet "" @ - 12:00am Follow @ last post "" facebook/ - Jan 1st Like Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/proctor_jason/status/519181255817306112,Jason Proctor on Twitter: "As to constitutional issues: lawyer cites #Occupy again - judge said those should NOT be addressed at interlocutory injunction phase #cbc" টুইটার অনুসন্ধান অনুসন্ধান টুইটার খুঁজুন সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ ভাষা : বাংলা. हिन्दी Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন টুইটার-এ নতুন ? আজই যোগদান করুন » সাইন ইন করুন ফোন, ইমেল বা ব্যবহারকারীর নাম পাসওয়ার্ড সাইন ইন আমাকে মনে রাখুন পাসওয়ার্ড ভুলে গেছেন? ইতিমধ্যে আপনি কি টেক্সট বার্তার মাধ্যমে টুইটার ব্যবহার করছেন? অনুসরণ অনুসরণ করা কর্মসমূহ:অনুসরণ না করা অবরুদ্ধ অবরোধ মুক্ত মুলতুবি বাতিল Jason Proctorযাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট ‏ @proctor_jason ৫ ঘন্টা As to constitutional issues: lawyer cites #Occupy again - judge said those should NOT be addressed at interlocutory injunction phase #cbc প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট পুনঃটুইটগুলি ২ ১০:৪৩ পূর্বাহ্ণ - ৬ অক্টোবর, ২০১৪ Jason Proctor থেকে কোন আপডেট মিস্ করবেন না © 2014 টুইটার সম্বন্ধে সহায়তা বিজ্ঞপ্তি তথ্য বন্ধ মিডিয়াটিকে চিহ্নিত করুন এটি ইতিমধ্যে সংবেদনশীল কন্টেন্ট ধারণকারী হিসাবে চিহ্নিত হয়েছে। পতাকা তুলুন এটি সম্ভাব্যরূপে অবৈধ বিষয়বস্তুর ধারণকারী হিসেবে। সমর্পণ করা বাতিল মিডিয়াকে চিহ্নিত করা সম্পর্কে আরো জানুন খারিজ বন্ধ পূর্ববর্তী পরবর্তী বন্ধ একজন ব্যক্তির প্রোফাইলে যান সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ বন্ধ আপনার অনুসরণকারীদের এই পুনঃটুইটটি পাঠাবেন? বাতিল পুনঃটুইট বন্ধ আপনি কি নিশ্চিত যে এই টুইট মুছে দিতে চান? বাতিল মুছে ফেলুন বন্ধ রোধ করন বাতিল রোধ করন আপনার টুইটসমুহে একটি অবস্থান যুক্ত করুন যখন একটি অবস্থানের সঙ্গে আপনার টুইট করেন, টুইটার সেই অবস্থান সংরক্ষণ করে। প্রত্যেক টুইটের আগে আপনি আপনার অবস্থান চালু / বন্ধ করতে পারেন, এবং যে কোনও সময় আপনি আপনার অবস্থানের ইতিহাস মুছে ফেলতে পারেন। আরো জানুন অবস্থান চালু করুন এখন নয় স্থান বন্ধ করুন বন্ধ প্রোফাইল সারসংক্ষেপ বন্ধ আপনার তালিকাসমূহ বন্ধ একটি নতুন তালিকা তৈরি করুন নাম তালিকা বিবরণ 100 অক্ষরের কম, ঐচ্ছিক তালিকাসমূহ:গোপনীয়তা সাধারণ · যে কেউ এই তালিকা অনুসরণ করতে পারেন ব্যক্তিগত · শুধুমাত্র আপনিই এই তালিকায় প্রবেশ করতে পারবেন তালিকা সংরক্ষণ করুন বন্ধ বন্ধ এই টুইট স্থাপিত কর আপনার নীচের ওয়েবসাইটে কোডটি অনুলিপি দ্বারা এই টুইট যোগ করুন * আরও জানুন হুম, সার্ভারে পৌঁছনোর একটি সমস্যা ছিল। পরে আবার চেষ্টা করবেন? প্রকৃত টুইট অন্তর্ভুক্ত করুন অন্তর্ভুক্ত মিডিয়া প্রাকদর্শন বন্ধ টুইটারে নিবন্ধন করুন টুইটারে নেই? নিবন্ধন করুন, আপনির পছন্দের বিষয়গুলির সাথে যুক্ত হন, এবং তাদের বিষয়ে হালনাগাদ পান। একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন » বন্ধ দুটি উপায় (প্রেরণ এবং গ্রহণ) শর্ট কোড: দেশ কোড গ্রাহকদের জন্য মার্কিন যুক্তরাষ্ট্র 40404 (যে কোন) কানাডা 21212 (যে কোন) যুক্তরাজ্য 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM হাইতি 40404 Digicel, Voila আয়ারল্যান্ড 51210 Vodafone, O2 ভারত 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance ইন্দোনেশিয়া 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » অন্য দেশসমুহের এসএসএস সংক্ষিপ্ত কোড দেখুন বন্ধ নিশ্চিতকরণ)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Touring a natural gas drilling rig with @MLA Mike Bernier, and Brian from EnCana http://t.co/AifdJ4H07b" @Teresa_Wat - 06:01pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/BCTFNews.aspx?id=30583,BCTF News Vol. 19, No.3, September 11, 21013  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development BCTF News archive 2013–14  2012–13  2011–12     2010–11  2009–10    En français  Home > Publications > Newsletters and Alerts > BCTF News > 2013-14 Archive       Volume 19, Number 3, September 11, 2013  In this issue:  BCTF back at BC Supreme Court—19-day hearing taking place   CUPE K–12 bargaining—government offer disappointing   Are you interested in serving on a BCTF advisory committee?   Participate in one of ten local/district Teacher Inquiry Projects   Summer/Fall Social Justice Newsletter   Resources, units, activities for Social Justice 12—Sign up here    New look for Teacher newsmagazine   The latest on the BCTF website   National strike called for Wednesday, September 11 in Mexico—Urgent support requested   Teacher strike in Colombia on September 10  Canadian instructor and doctor held in Egyptian jail  BCTF back at BC Supreme Court—19-day hearing taking place On Monday, September 9, BCTF lawyers delivered their opening statements to Madam Justice Griffin explaining that the BC government has not respected the 2011 landmark decision stating that the BC Liberals violated teachers’ constitutional rights. The BCTF is seeking restoration of provisions such as class-size limits and specialist teacher guarantees that were unconstitutionally stripped from the collective agreement in 2002. The BCTF will argue that the government did not address the repercussions of the landmark decision, namely the restoration of contract language and teachers’ bargaining rights, and compensation for the years of harm to teachers and to public education. Additionally, the BCTF will challenge Bill 22, arguing that the legislation infringed upon the collective bargaining process. On Monday, BCTF President Jim Iker, told reporters, “For the past 12 years, BC students have been at a disadvantage compared to students who went through the public school system prior to 2002. These students have seen their class sizes go up, help for students with special needs has gone down, and all students have lost access to specialist teachers who can give them extra support when they need it.” CUPE K–12 bargaining—government offer disappointing In an attempt to reach a last-minute agreement, CUPE’s K–12 Presidents’ Council Bargaining Subcommittee met with the government over the weekend with the hope of obtaining a deal. However, the government offered K–12 CUPE members even less than what other public sector unions negotiated in recent months. Colin Pawson, chair of the council, describes the offer as “very disappointing.” If an agreement is not reached in the near future, the likelihood of CUPE job action increases. At this point, the BCTF does not know the nature of job action that CUPE members could take. We need to remember that CUPE BC and CUPE K–12 members joined us on our picket lines for those two weeks in October 2005 when we were taking a stand for students, our working conditions, and public education. In 2012, the Labour Relations Board deemed our “sticket” lines legal, but only if CUPE members were not denied access to their workplaces. That is the reason we did not “sticket” directly in front of entrances to schools or school-related facilities. We know that if the LRB had ruled that teachers were allowed to picket in front of schools and/or district buildings that our CUPE colleagues would have whole-heartedly joined us on our lines. Delegates passed two recommendations at the specially-called Representative Assembly last month declaring their support for their CUPE colleagues and also called on the government to negotiate in good faith and to fully fund all costs associated with a new agreement. Here are the recommendations: CUPE negotiations That the Federation call upon the provincial government to negotiate in good faith with CUPE and to fully fund any negotiated settlement. Solidarity with CUPE That the Federation express solidarity with CUPE and support for its efforts to conclude a negotiated collective agreement. BCTF local presidents are currently meeting with CUPE local presidents to share information. CUPE and the government will be back at the bargaining table on September 16, 17, and 18. We will inform members as soon as we receive any news. The link to the CUPE BC website is http://www.cupe.bc.ca/. Are you interested in serving on a BCTF advisory committee? Advisory committees help set direction and policy for the BCTF. Currently, vacancies exist for the Finance Committee (September 17 deadline), the Income Security Committee, and the Teachers Teaching on Call Committee (October 21 deadlines). Please click on the following link to find out more about each committee and how to apply BCTF Committee/Facilitator Postings. We encourage and invite all interested members to apply. Participate in one of ten local/district Teacher Inquiry Projects Consider how your local may support teacher inquiry as a viable, professional learning model. How can the local teachers’ association lead and sustain this professional direction? Current research and experience tells us that inquiry is a form of professional development that promotes deep, relevant, personal learning within a community of teaching professionals. Teacher inquiry supports teacher growth through reflection, collaborative conversation, and investigation into teaching practice. Action research groups, study groups, book study circles, conversation models, and dialogue on student work are examples of teacher inquiry. Collaborative teacher inquiry into a current teaching and learning question or dilemma underpins all models. This BCTF initiative aims to co-ordinate and expand the Federation’s ongoing work in teacher inquiry through the BCTF’s Program for Quality Teaching and the Research and Technology Division. Interested locals should submit a PQT/Teacher Inquiry Project application by Friday, October 4, 2013 at 5:00 p.m. For further information on the projects, please contact Jenny Garrels, PSID assistant director, at jgarrels@bctf.ca, 604-871-1871 or toll free at 1-800-663-9163 (local 1871), or go to: bctf.ca/TeacherInquiry   Summer/Fall Social Justice Newsletter   Keep informed and understand the issues some of your students may face in their day-to-day lives. Read the BCTF Social Justice Committee’s periodical Social Justice Newsletter. Resources, units, activities for Social Justice 12—Sign up here Interested in sharing resources, units, activities, and other relevant information for your SJ 12 class? Please sign up for the Social Justice 12 Public mailing List at http://bctf.ca/cgi-bin/mailinglistssub.pl   It is as easy as signing your name. New look for Teacher newsmagazine Print editions of the newly redesigned Teacher newsmagazine will arrive at schools next week. Due to digitization, the format of the Teacher print edition has changed. Check the online edition here.  The latest on the BCTF website Call for workshop proposals for the new teachers, new TTOCs, and student teachers conference. Public Education Advocates Newsletter, Issue #1, September 6, 2013. National strike called for Wednesday, September 11 in Mexico—Urgent support requested Teachers' unions in Mexico are keeping up their fight against the imposition of neo-liberal education policies, which will lead to a curriculum dictated by the government, privatization, and the destruction of democratic education in the country. Thousands of teachers and their supporters are on the streets and have, for example, blocked the road to Mexico City's airport and surrounded the congress building, forcing congress members to meet somewhere different. Some 30,000 teachers have set up camp in the Zocalo, the plaza in the middle of Mexico City. Protests have been carried out around the country and a national strike has been called for Wednesday. Teachers in Oaxaca and Michaocan are on an indefinite strike. The media have been attacking the teachers and there is fear the government may resort to violence to repress the teacher protests. The Executive committee passed a motion of support for our Mexican collegues on September 9. To read more background in English, and ongoing updates go to www.teachersolidarity.com  Teacher strike in Colombia on September 10  Education International has called for support for teachers on strike on September 10. The purpose of the strike is to challenge the anti-union legislation adopted in the country. The union FECODE is also calling for protection of teachers who have been the particular targets of intimidation and assassination. Teachers still have not received pay that was owed to them from 2002 and the government is not providing health services that are supposed to be provided. The BCTF will send a letter of support for the teachers to the Colombian embassy in Ottawa and to the union. Canadian instructor and doctor held in Egyptian jail John Greyson, an instructor at York University, was jailed in August along with his Canadian colleague, Dr. Tarek Loubani, by the Egyptian military. Both are held without charges and without any sense of when they will be released. Labour Start, an international and highly regarded organization, spearheads many campaigns that involve unions, or union members striving for justice. Please take a look at their website to find out more about John Greyson and Tarek Loubani’s situation and what you can do to help achieve their release http://www.labourstartcampaigns.net/show_campaign.cgi?c=1943.       Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141006,www.cbc.ca,http://www.cbc.ca/news/business/why-china-might-be-willing-to-sacrifice-hong-kong-s-economy-don-pittis-1.2784555,Why China might be willing to sacrifice Hong Kong's economy: Don Pittis - Business - CBC News Accessibility Links Skip to main content Skip to CBC accessibility page   CBC Global Navigation CBC.ca News News Menu Sports Sports Menu Music   Radio Radio Menu TV TV Menu My Region Menu   More CBC Menu   Watch Watch Menu Listen Listen Menu     CBC News Business Major StoriesIn The News In the news Canada and ISIS Ebola outbreak Bottle vs. tap Hong Kong protests CBC News Navigation Home World Canada Politics Business Health Arts & Entertainment Technology & Science Community Weather Video Business Tax Season Photo Galleries Why China might be willing to sacrifice Hong Kong's economy: Don Pittis China can save Hong Kong's prosperity and its democracy By Don Pittis, CBC News Posted: Oct 01, 2014 5:57 PM ET Last Updated: Oct 02, 2014 12:28 PM ET Don Pittis: report from Hong Kong Feb 25, 1990 12:55 Don Pittis: report from Hong Kong Feb 25, 1990 00:00 / 12:55 Don Pittis: report from Hong Kong Feb 25, 1990 12:55 What drives the Hong Kong protests? 1:54 What drives the Hong Kong protests? 1:54 RAW Drone aerial of protesters 1:04 RAW Drone aerial of protesters 1:04 Don Pittis The Business Unit Don Pittis has been a Fuller Brush man, a forest fire fighter and an Arctic ranger before discovering journalism. He was principal business reporter for Radio Television Hong Kong before the handover to China and has produced and reported for CBC and BBC News. He is currently senior producer at CBC's business unit. Related Stories Hong Kong protests: Latest reports from the 'Umbrella Revolution' Hong Kong protests: Echoes of Tiananmen in today's demonstrations Hong Kong protesters poised to occupy buildings if leader won't budge Hong Kong protests: 5 things to know about the 'umbrella revolution' Hong Kong’s ‘umbrella revolution’ protesters take front line to social media External Links Why Hong Kong remains vital to China’s economy | The Economist (Note: CBC does not endorse and is not responsible for the content of external links.) Would China be willing to kill the golden goose that is Hong Kong just to crush democracy? For now, the demonstrators have been given a reprieve, as the authorities try to wait them out. But I am convinced that if China feels truly threatened, economic considerations alone will not rescue the territory. Certainly Hong Kong produces golden eggs for China. It is China's little bit of the developed world. Hong Kong people are richer than Canadians. According to the International Monetary Fund and the World Bank, Hong Kong's wealth (as measured by GDP per person) is higher than that of the United States or Canada. The former British colony has capital markets that are in many ways as sophisticated New York or London, and they continue to serve the Chinese economy. "It accounted for two-thirds of foreign direct investment into China last year, up from 30% in 2005," The Economist calculated this week in an editorial insisting that the Hong Kong economy remains vital to China. What will China's leaders do? Not only that, since 1997, when Beijing took political control, Hong Kong has been China's wholly owned subsidiary, repeatedly transferring the lessons of a free market economy to its parent. Tens of thousands of pro-democracy demonstrators, some waving lights from mobile phones, fill the streets in the main financial district of Hong Kong, Oct. 1. While Hong Kong produces golden eggs for China, could the country's leaders kill that golden goose to ensure their rule? (Vincent Yu/Associated Press) The Economist and many others have warned that a savage crackdown on pro-democracy demonstrators would change Hong Kong forever, as foreign capital and corporate headquarters look for new, less-brutal Asian bases. Hong Kong's Hang Seng Index is already at a two-month low. But is fear of damaging that vibrant economy enough to stop China's Machiavellian leaders? This is what Martin Lee, founder of Hong Kong's Democratic Party, had to say about it: "When they feel that their own position is being jeopardized like that, they are going to sacrifice the economy of their own country in order to make sure they can hold on to power," said Lee. "That being the case, if they can sacrifice the economy of China, of course they can sacrifice the prosperity of Hong Kong." Hong Kong, 25 years after Tiananmen Lee could have said that yesterday. But the quote comes from nearly 25 years ago, in a documentary I did for CBC Radio's Sunday Morning about fears over what would happen after China took control of the crown colony in 1997. In those days, we filed our stories by sending cassette tapes by plane, and the production values are frankly a little embarrassing. But it is fascinating how accurately the people I interviewed at the time predicted the conflict unfolding in the streets of Kowloon and Central this week. Listen to Don's 1990 report from Hong Kong  Back then, Beijing partisans insisted the Basic Law – the rule book for Chinese Hong Kong – was about stability, not democracy. Businesses were looking for safe havens. Democrats worried that Hong Kong leaders would merely be Beijing's puppets. Independent analysts gloomily predicted the gradual erosion of the territory's freedoms as China's grip tightened. In that radio doc a quarter of a century ago, I quoted Nicolo Machiavelli, author of The Prince, who offered instructions to an autocrat who had taken possession of one of the free Italian cities. A woman tries to show her son the massive protest in Hong Kong, Oct. 1. (Wally Santana/Associated Press) "He who becomes master of a city accustomed to freedom and does not destroy it, may expect to be destroyed by it, for in rebellion it has always the watch-word of liberty and its ancient privileges as a rallying point, which neither time nor benefits will ever cause it to forget." Ordinary Hong Kongers have enjoyed wealth and liberties that are inconceivable in the rest of China, and are unwilling to relinquish them. To reuse the cruel methods employed in Tiananmen Square in June 1989 would only entrench the longing for the institutions of freedom in Hong Kong. As Patrick Brown pointed out, the contrast between the freedoms of Hong Kong and the rest of China is stark.    But many things have changed since 1989. Back then, believing the protests could overthrow the regime, Beijing acted out of fear. Twenty-five years later, China is more powerful, rich and confident, and could in fact turn the current crisis into an opportunity. Hong Kong as a living experiment Of all the Asian tigers that have gone through the same economic boom as China — Singapore, Taiwan, South Korea — all have gradually changed from autocracies to democracies. As I`ve written before, as wealth and education spreads, it seems like a natural progression. The benefits of democracy as a tool for managing a complex economy are too valuable for China to ignore. A gradual concession to local democracy will not change China's ultimate power in Hong Kong. No foreign government is crazy enough to step onto China's doorstep for a fight. The Basic Law makes clear that Beijing controls foreign policy and the army. Protesters sit in front of closed shops in the popular fashion district in Hong Kong, Oct. 1. Those aren't the golden eggs that hang above the students. (Vincent Yu/Associated Press) Here is a chance for China to use Hong Kong as a living experiment, building upon the region`s existing market economy and relative freedoms to forge a kind of democracy that could work in China. Rather than alienate them, Beijing should harness the energies of the young people of Hong Kong. These are the true assets of a diverse and global China, with an understanding of the tools of liberal democracy and an understanding of Beijing. They will make China's future bright. As Machiavelli also said, "He who would keep a city accustomed to freedom will hold it more easily by the means of its own citizens than in any other way." And as an added benefit, China will continue to have a goose that keeps laying golden eggs. Listen to "Machiavelli: The Prince of Paradox," from CBC Radio's Ideas Report Typo Send Feedback Comments on this story are moderated according to our Submission Guidelines. Comments are welcome while open. We reserve the right to close comments at any time. Submission Policy Note: The CBC does not necessarily endorse any of the views posted. By submitting your comments, you acknowledge that CBC has the right to reproduce, broadcast and publicize those comments or any part thereof in any manner whatsoever. Please note that comments are moderated and published according to our submission guidelines. Stay Connected with CBC News Mobile Facebook Podcasts Twitter Alerts Newsletter Top News Headlines Iraq mission: Tories offer more aid but opposition unimpressed video New concern worldwide as nurse in Spain gets Ebola Adding Sun might not move Post from under its cloud audio In Hong Kong protest, China's 'Goliath' hasn't blinked yet: Patrick Brown video Vancouver police issue warning after series of sexual assaults Must Watch Latest Business Headlines Adding Sun might not move Post from under its cloud October 06, 6:14 PM ET read comments audio Canadian dollar up 1 cent to 89.84 US October 06, 5:18 PM ET 95% of profits don't go toward jobs, salaries & investment, report finds October 06, 3:12 PM ET read comments You Have Mail a for-profit alternative to Canada Post home delivery October 06, 5:46 PM ET read comments audio Postmedia buying Sun newspapers and websites October 06, 4:13 PM ET read comments video Download Flash Player to view this content. Markets TSX COMPOSITE   Rotate stock indices Pause stock rotation Show previous stock PLAY Oct 06, 2014 4:40 PM ET Oct 06, 2014 4:29 PM ET Oct 06, 2014 4:15 PM ET Oct 06, 2014 4:34 PM ET Oct 06, 2014 4:40 PM ET Index Last Trade Change TSX COMPOSITE 14743.12 -46.66 DOW 16991.91 -17.78 NASDAQ 4454.80 -20.82 SP 500 1964.82 -3.08 TSX-VENTURE 867.98 -14.84 The data on this site is informational only and may be delayed; it is not intended as trading or investment advice and you should not rely on it as such. Most Viewed Quebecor sells 175 Sun Media newspapers and websites to Postmedia read comments video S&P 500 buybacks soar while companies skimp on investment, salaries read comments Canada ranked in top 3 destinations for global job-seekers Keurig’s coffee supremacy challenged by Canadian firm read comments video Canadian dollar up 1 cent to 89.84 US Samsung to invest in $20B next-generation chip plant AIG bailout meant to punish shareholders, Treasury Secretary says Housing market a bubble set to burst, Hilliard MacBeth says read comments video HP splits in 2, keeps computer & printer businesses together Chevron sells stake in Alberta Duvernay shale for $1.5B US Right Communications The National Canada's destination for original journalism and stories with added depth and context. The Exchange with Amanda Lang The day's biggest business stories. Weeknights at 7 p.m. ET on CBC News Network Don't Miss Analysis Post and Sun merger a doubtful pursuit of size and synergy: Don Pittis Analysis Christy Clark's LNG dreams to be tested in rare fall legislative session Keurig’s coffee supremacy challenged by Canadian firm Analysis The market thrill of being scared by the bear: Don Pittis 23andme genetic testing service raises ethical questions Video Housing market a bubble set to burst, Hilliard MacBeth says DON PITTIS Why China might be willing to sacrifice Hong Kong's economy: Don Pittis 'Off-the-grid' FireChat lets users chat without Wi-Fi, cell service 'Netflix is calling the shots': How the streaming service could upend the movie biz Space companies Race into space opening new horizons to private sector Forbes rich list topped by Bill Gates again at $81B Travel Checked-bag fees may heighten carry-on chaos Go Public Foreign worker paid consultant $25K for non-existent job Analysis The perils of a recovering U.S. economy: Don Pittis SHELLSHOCK 5 steps to safeguard against the 'Bash bug' CBC Global Footer CBC.ca Aboriginal Books Contests Digital Archives Documentaries Kids Kids' CBC Preschool Music News Parents Program Guide Radio Sports Television Subscriptions CBC Player CBC Shop Corporate About CBC Transparency and Accountability Jobs Production Facilities Mobile Production Rentals Ombudsman CBC: Get the Facts Independent Producers Public Appearances Pitch a Radio or Audio Program Program and Content Sales Archive Sales Educational Sales Image Research Library & Still Photos Consumer Recordings Digital TV Stay Connected Mobile RSS Podcasts Member Services:Newsletters & Alerts CBC Links Terms Of Use Reuse & Permissions Advertise Privacy Site Map Help Contact Us CBC Radio-Canada Copyright © CBC 2014 cbc.radio-canada.ca cbc.ca radio-canada.ca)
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(20141006,globalnews.ca,http://globalnews.ca/video/1567210/bc-teachers-dispute-press-conference-review/,BC teachers dispute: Press conference review | Watch News Videos Online Your Region: National BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg On TV: News Hour Sections National National sections Locals Local sections Watch Watch sections Search Canada Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released Sections Health Money Consumer Tech Entertainment Environment Science Lifestyle Sports Featured Canada World Politics Investigations Canada Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released Your Region National Change BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Health Money Consumer Tech Entertainment Environment Science Lifestyle Sports Jump to a Region National BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Elephant calf gets a helping hand after falling over at Zurich Zoo Schedule NowNews Hour 6:30pmGlobal National More Programs News Hour BC1 Morning News Noon News Hour Weekend Morning News Weekend Noon News More Personalities Chris Gailus Sophie Lui Sonia Sunger Kate Gajdosik Elaine Yong Keith Baldrey More News Should B.C. raise the fine for distracted driving?   Satellite Debris – Oct 3 News Iconic WWII Canadian image commemorated in New West News Global BC’s Thanks For Giving Food Drive News Bif Naked takes on welfare challenge News Lemonade stand boys pay it forward Weather Weather Window, September 27-October 3 Crime Man killed outside elementary school in Richmond Trending Ebola chocolate Lab rescue Texas Ebola Consort shooting Picture day controversy Bra cam Compass Card BC 1 September 16 2014 6:02pm 06:31 BC teachers dispute: Press conference review Loading... Tue, Sep 16 – Keith Baldrey and Jill Krop discuss the details of Premier Christy Clark and Education Minister Peter Fassbenders press conference. <iframe width='670' height='437' frameborder='0' allowfullscreen src='http://globalnews.ca/video/embed/1567210/'>Your browser does not support frames. <a href="http://globalnews.ca/video/1567210/bc-teachers-dispute-press-conference-review">Click here to view the frameless video.</a>.</iframe> More Videos Pivot lawyer on police sentencing 05:51 Mr. O Canada keeps his tune despite fall 06:14 Pop Goes the Week with Dana Gee 07:38 Former Vancouver journalist speaks from Hong Kong 05:41 Canadian Blood Service responds to gay donor exemption 09:44 Radio host takes offense to Canadian Blood Services language 04:11 Hide video player Video Home 05:51 BC 1 Pivot lawyer on police sentencing 06:14 BC 1 Mr. O Canada keeps his tune despite fall 07:38 BC 1 Pop Goes the Week with Dana Gee 05:41 BC 1 Former Vancouver journalist speaks from Hong Kong 09:44 BC 1 Canadian Blood Service responds to gay donor exemption 04:11 BC 1 Radio host takes offense to Canadian Blood Services language 01:40 BC 1 Crime Stoppers: Jeffrey Emery 00:30 BC 1 etc. for the week of Oct. 3 05:54 BC 1 Alexa’s bus campaign begins on Friday 04:58 BC 1 Eileen Mohan on Surrey Six verdict 07:04 BC 1 Former Crown prosecutor takes us inside the Surrey Six trial 05:39 BC 1 Former gang associate offers way out of criminal lifestyle 05:58 BC 1 Bif Naked takes part in ‘Welfare Food Challenge’ 04:21 BC 1 Supreme Court of Canada makes landmark court fee ruling in BC 07:06 BC 1 BC Liberal scandals 05:44 BC 1 What can be done about Surrey’s crime rate? 04:53 BC 1 Amazing images of Alaska’s massive walrus haul-out 03:59 BC 1 Get to know your new Canucks 05:49 BC 1 Lucia Jimenez Inquest: Day 3 03:29 BC 1 Risks associated with free Wi-Fi 04:37 BC 1 Public shaming on social media 05:48 BC 1 Everything you need to know about Hong Kong’s pro-democracy protests 09:59 BC 1 Kirk LaPointe on tent city solutions 15:32 BC 1 Debate: Solution for homelessness on Vancouver streets? 08:16 BC 1 Made in BC HIV treatment adopted by UN 05:22 BC 1 Ello: the new social network that’s catching on 01:00 BC 1 etc. for the week of Sept 26 01:50 BC 1 In the Mix: Martha Sturdy’s wearable sculptures 06:37 BC 1 Classroom supplies social media campaign 04:18 BC 1 BC First Nations leaders speak out against Site C Dam   Latest National Video Sochi: Beyond the Podium Programs Global National Everyday Hero Global National Mandarin 16x9 Season 7 Season 6 Season 5 Season 4 Season 3 Season 2 The West Block The Morning Show Categories Canada World Money Politics Health Technology Sports Entertainment Weather Online Exclusive Jump to a Region BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Connect Facebook Twitter Google+ RSS Contact Us Global News About Us Privacy Policy Principles & Practices Terms & Conditions Copyright Shaw Media Advertise Open Data © Shaw Media Inc., 2014. All rights reserved. Follow Follow “Global News” Get every new post delivered to your Inbox. Join 3,820 other followers Powered by WordPress.com Shaw Connect Expand News Entertainment Entertainment Home Celebs Movies TV Music Living Lifestyle Food Home & Living Sports Money Tech Travel Breaktime Autos Watch TV Online All Sites Global Global News Food Network HGTV History Television Showcase Slice DTOUR ET Canada National Geographic Movietime Lifetime H2 DIY Action NG Wild Mystery IFC BBC Deja Vu Twist)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "RT @nationalpost: Tories' temporary foreign worker overhaul is 'tragically misdirected': Christy Clark http://t.co/EV5YPyV9lC" @John_Yap - 02:49pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2014/09/tentative-agreement-yes-or-no.html?showComment0751410936692936,Staffroom Confidential: Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, September 16, 2014 Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Despite what I know was a herculean effort on the part of our bargaining team, I very much hope that BC teachers will vote no to the tentative agreement. After five weeks of strike, and twelve years of legal battles, this is not the deal that will restore sanity to public education and it is not a fair deal for teachers and students. Just as teachers in Saskatchewan rejected a deal to ensure a better outcome, I hope BC teachers will consider a no vote to let our team know we have to go back to the bargaining table. Class size, composition The agreement provided a modified LIF fund starting at $75 million per year and increasing to $85 by the last year. It is for teachers only, which will mean a slight improvement in Districts where sizeable portions were spent on Education Assistants or senior District staff rather than teachers. However, in an average size District like Victoria (20,000 students, 1,000 teachers), this will translate into about 5-10 more teachers. That is one for every five schools. To put it in comparison, Justice Griffin's judgement estimated the lost funding due to lost class size language at about $330 million in current dollars. (Read more here about the proposed Education Fund.) I heard so many teachers speak up about the need to ensure that we do not return to over-crowded classes when the strike ends. This agreement does very little to alleviate what is the most pressing issue. Throwing away the court victory The agreement provides a "reopener" in the event we win on appeal our class size language. What this means is that the language returns, but is not implemented until new language is negotiated. Without the actual implementation of the returned language, there will be very little incentive for the government to bargain it back. We would essentially be back in the very same position we are in today, with government trying to bargain it out and us trying to bargain it back in. In my opinion, even if we were legislated back to work we would be in a superior position. If we won the appeal the government would then be forced to implement the language. We are thus throwing away our historic court victory and the bargaining pressure it potentially creates. The reopener is really only mildly less offensive than E80. In both cases, we have to bargain back what was illegally taken from our contract and the government will probably never have to restore it. In fact, the "reopener" creates the perfect opportunity for government to lock us out to try and force us to agree to something far inferior. Throwing away the remedy for the last twelve years The agreement provides $105 million to compensate for grievances over-sized classes for the last twelve years. Using Justice Griffin's estimates, our loss is roughly $300 million times 12 = over $3 billion. I cannot fathom how $105 million is a fair compromise. The BCTF's original proposal to put this money back into the system was a more fair and productive approach. This agreement means we can no longer go to the courts for a fair remedy. Wages The agreement is very close to government's original offer. While I would be willing to accept this if the class size language was returned, teachers should not be taking such a significant monetary loss without the commensurate gain in working conditions. We have lost roughly 12% of our annual salary. We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut. Minimal improvements There are very minimal improvements in preparation time for elementary teachers (10 minutes per week), and TTOC daily rate. The TTOC daily rate change may depend on your grid placement. It could actually be a wage loss for long term TTOCs who are above category 5 and step 7. There is also $11 million in health and dental benefits. At 40,000 members, this is $275 each. Hardly worth consideration in the context of the rest of the agreement. What next? There are a variety of options if we vote no. We can continue the strike. We can choose to return to work and continue bargaining. We do not, and should not, accept an agreement that doesn't meet our needs and doesn't meet the needs of students and public education. When Saskatchewan teachers rejected the first deal which had 5.5% wage increases over four years, the second deal had 7.3% increases over four years. They have said this still isn't good enough. For us, our main issue is classroom conditions. We need to say this isn't good enough. The way to do that is to vote no. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 7:48 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 124 comments: Troy MooreSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:17 PM The EC recommendation states the open clause will be argued from restored language. However, selling our grievances for nothing as the 105 million is strike savings, is plenty of reason to vote no. Further, no composition caps, but a fund controlled by Superintendents is enough reason to vote no. Thursday I will vote no.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:06 PM Re-opener also says "education fund" in place until new language bargained, so old language can disappear forever.Delete Reply Mme RousseauSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:33 PM Government starved us to death hoping we'd vote yes to whatever deal they'd offer. Planned it from the start.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:07 PM We can sill choose (collectively) to return to work if we reject this deal. Many options.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:09 PM Great analysis, Tara! I think that returning to work would be a bad idea. This will frustrate parents more if they need to find new ways to deal with taking care fo kids. USe the money given to you by the other unions. I am a teacher who had to quit for stress over the terrible condition of work (split FI grade 4/5, several low LD kids with little support, one severe with no support, 2 gifted (no support), and a principal who expected me to teach 2 separate social studies AND science programs)Delete Reply Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:56 PM Good points by all but the gov't succeeded in starving my family out and completly breaking us. I will be voting YES and live to fight another dayReplyDelete Replies schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:21 PM 'Fight another day'? In the last twelve years that we have been pushing back against this government, never has the tide tide been so much with teachers, class size/composition, and public education - and never has the government been pushed back onto the ropes (especially with the call for binding arbitration). What 'other day' is being proposed that we wait for? Now is the time. Vote 'no' and give the BCTF bargaining team a renewed mandate to get a decent deal for students and teachers.Delete Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:10 PM "Another day" means to wake up and realize that 2more weeks means my family of 5 could lose our home. It means I will do all I can to recall Cc, Factbender, and other mla's, and maybe even having "a guy I know" have a chat with them. In year 1 of their reign, I don't believe they even know what "the ropes" are. I will vote YES ...for my family, and I can live with thatDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:12 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply Karen FergusonSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:03 PM Just a question: When the Saskatchewan teachers voted no, had they already been on strike for 5 weeks?ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM No. They are working with no contract. They are not on strike.Delete Shannon DavisSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:23 AM I am a Saskatchewan teacher. We are not on strike; we are currently in the conciliation process after voting "no" to 2 previous offersDelete Reply "Mama Rose"September 16, 2014 at 9:27 PM Can we truly return to work without agreeing and continue bargaining? When I suggested returning to work a few weeks ago, the answer was "being on strike puts pressure on the gov't and without pressure they have no reason to settle." And can you explain more how legislating us back would be better than agreeing to this deal? And finally, why would the BCTF executive put forward a deal that was not a good one?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:30 PM Because they need confirmation of the resolve of the membership to get something better. That is what a no vote does.Delete Reply Troylana MSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:28 PM some great points to ponder, tara......thinking thinking....ReplyDelete schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:43 PM If we vote 'no' to the tentative deal we still have options: We'd not have a contract. But we could... a) strike with full picket lines b) partially strike with phase 1 (work-to-rule) in schools c) partially strike with periodic/rotating job action d) continue negotiating e) return to work and re-escalate strike f) some/all of the above ReplyDelete Replies Caroline MackenzieSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:21 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:14 PM a) will expedite matters (I say less that 3 days)Delete Reply danabjornsonSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:05 PM I am thinking that a legislated, crappier contract would only be in effect for 2 years max (before elections...). If we take this offer, then we will be agreeing to this pseudo-E80. Should we win the court case (which we likely will), we will have to settle on the terms of the THIS negotiated contract which doesn't actually restore learning conditions; it simply allows for those conditions to be negotiated. If we say n, then we default to the 2002 contract, which DOES restore the language. A "yes" vote is saying that we are good on "crumbs"; a "no" vote is saying we want an actual meal. That's my understanding, anyway. Please correct me where I am wrong, Tara. :)ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:44 PM And word is IF they legislate, they could opt to legislate back Grade 10-12 only causing the union to have to lay off all teachers and re-hire based on seniority. That will tear the union at the seams pitting teacher against teacher for those positions. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:17 PM There will be a general strike if that were to happen! They better not do this. They will regret it.Delete Reply imaginefunlearningSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:09 PM Some good points on the background of our fight over the past 12 years, which I have been actively engaged in; however we need to recognize the climate we are in. We are not in Sask. people! We have just come through a very long summer!! We need to thank our @bctf bargaining team & recognize the toll this has taken on all of us & our families. I don't have the luxury of more time on the strike line. This may be as good as it gets. Let's read the agreement and consider getting back to work and making some $ again! That's my 2 cents worth, which would come in really handy right now!!!ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:18 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply RobSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:11 PM Go back in work to rule mode. Work this winter to recall every Liberal MLA. ThAt is the only way to apply pressure to these criminals. ReplyDelete Replies Kate RestonSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:03 PM Recall! Not sure who won the battle but the war is still onDelete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:14 AM Well said Kate... I agree 100%Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:20 PM I think say NO and a better deal will be done in less than 3 days. These guys are not criminals, they are lower than that. I bet they get a sick pleasure in hurting the kids and the teachers.Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:31 PM An official recall is in the works: https://www.facebook.com/groups/316129595235450/?fref=ts Please consider joining.Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:26 AM Leah - do you honestly think anyone who voted BC Liberal did so thinking that they would act any differently on the education file?Delete Reply JJSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:16 PM I am glad to see other members who share my views. I am outraged at a 1.2 percent "raise" in salary per year that doesn't even meet inflation of currently 2%. I feel used and abused.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:23 PM Not to mention all of the other pittance! I am actually surprised that Iker asked teachers to vote on this! Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:18 PM Hi Tara Thanks for the summary! Will we be able to vote NO to the deal, but vote YES to returning to work? Will there be three options when we vote Thursday? Why did the BCTF agree to a substandard deal for us? If we vote no to a deal that was recommended to us, the teachers look like the bad guys and public approval will plummet. I am very disappointed and frustratedReplyDelete Replies KataSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:12 AM Public approval will not necessarily plummet. I have seen strikes where the membership has voted against the executive's "best results to date", and ended up with a better offer. This offer is an insult. The $300 million will not bring funding to the national average (I believe). More importantly, the wage offer is half of the average wage increase for public and private workers (StatsCan). Delete Reply MontySeptember 16, 2014 at 10:19 PM Thank you, Tara. My thoughts too, more clearly expressed. As well, Thursday is too soon to vote, too soon to vote, too soon to vote........ReplyDelete Richard ChalkeSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:21 PM Vote no and lose every shred of public support...just sayin!ReplyDelete Replies UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:31 AM I am a member of the public and would support a "no" vote. js!.Delete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:01 AM Richard Chalke, NO you won't! I am a mother with 3 adopted special needs children who need to be in a class that is designed for them and others like them (my kids are academically slightly delayed but their issues are more social and behavioural) where they can receive the education they deserve taught in a way they can comprehend. I will speak now for all the parents I know, and we will support the teacher's if they continue to fight for our children's best interest.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:28 PM It might not be pretty at first, but once we explain things (and I hope the Mandarin-speaking teachers flood the Richmond organization that voiced their concerns), they will back us. The 3 billions that the judge came to is the first I hear about. This should be stated to every newsmedia comment section in the province. Minimize pickets and flood those outlets with commenters, just like the Liberals do. Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:45 PM I am a member of the public and a single Mother of a child in the public school system. You will NOT lose one bit of my support if you vote no. I know that you are sacrificing so that my child can have a better education, and I am most grateful for it. Having said that, I also know that you are exhausted and broke. I have been dreading that you may have to settle for less than what you (we) deserve because the government succeeded in breaking you. I am not in your shoes, so cannot judge. If the vote is a yes, I understand and I am still behind you. Delete Reply Alison RocheSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:25 PM It is a crap deal. It's always a crap deal. Once you raise the stakes to striking, anything else is a cave in. The last time we walked out was the 3 day illegal strike where I threw away 1200$ and got EXACTLY the same contract I had the year before. The BCTF called it a win because they didn't rip up MORE of my contract. Ridiculous. There are a few of us that believe that working to contract, doing 100% of your teaching job and nothing more (like paying for supplies out of your own pocket or EC) is the only way teachers will survive this government. What if they get re-elected again? Then what? Teachers have lost thousands to these clowns to make "statements" about the state of public education in this province. We can't keep sacrificing ourselves and our families. And in the meantime, you talk to parents about why you have to take this crappy road. Because up until this strike they mostly didn't care about the state of education, but god forbid you didn't run a Sports Day. Then suddenly they wanted to know what the hell was going on. Keep the conversation going in schools. Attend your PAC meetings and stop enabling this govt to underfund and overwork the system. And still get paid!ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:20 AM I am very excited at the prospect of returning to my beloved job on Friday. However I will NOT continue to put my personal money into my classroom and I will be seriously reconsidering my involvement in extra curriculars. I think we shoot ourselves in the foot with all the unpaid work we so willingly volunteer to do. Delete Reply FCSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:38 PM I heard a rumour last week from a loose lipped government insider that after the 22nd, depending on the outcome of the negotiations the Liberals were going to announce a 3 step process. I was not clear if this was based on 3 steps to resolve the strike (perhaps the 3rd step is legislation??) or 3 steps to overhaul the education system, either way, they will settle it outright. I wish you all luck and all the information that you need to make a sound decision of what you feel is best.ReplyDelete Replies Lisa BurrowsSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:53 PM I have heard similar rumours. On the 23rd, the gov. was planning on introducing a $6000 per year voucher system for 3 choices: an academic or trades program, or something called EducationCanada. Not clear whether their intention was to privatize the public system, de-certify teachers and hire them back under new wage/benefits. Not clear where these rumours originated from. Maybe fear tactics to get teachers to vote yes. In any event, I plan on voting yes. I signed up to be a teacher, not a martyr. This strike has cost us a lot. We need to regain our livelihood and hopefully continue the conversation about class composition. We have at least awakened many people to the issue, and the court case is still an avenue that could eventually improve teaching and learning conditions.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:33 PM I urge all teachers to fight and say NO to this deal. Retired teacher who had to retire because horrendous work conditions. Make me proud. They will not last long if you say NO! I know this is tough, but there is money and I hear that Van City does offer loan at low to 0 %. Banks do allow you to miss a mortgage payment. Go talki to your banker.Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM Will school districts require teachers to make up missed days, as suggested in the media? Will the school calendar be changing to make up for the missed three weeks and if so will we be made aware of those changes PRIOR to the vote? ReplyDelete KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:41 PM "Wages..... We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut." And that is the cost of going on strike!!! There is nothing that can be done about that. You cannot go on strike and put up the raise you want every week to compensate for your time on strike - it doesn't work that way.ReplyDelete Replies Drew StevensonSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:59 AM I believe the missing "..." Suggests that they meant to refer to the losses against inflation since the last wage step increase. Thus this contract does not allow us to recover the buying power lost to inflation since the last non contract or "0%" year. Add those up and compare against the proposed increase and you see that by the end of the contract, we won't be able to afford the same value of goods (loaves of bread, watts of energy, litres of gas) that we could at the end of the last contracts term. It was not a comment about wages that were lost in the strike. Those are really small potatoes when compared to the grinding power of inflation over years and years. The next contract will use this latest for a bench mark so these losses to inflation will grind at all teachers for as long as they teach. A death of a thousand cuts to our ability to afford basic goods and services. Any raise less than inflation is a cut to the value placed on us and on our ability to pay our bills. Delete Reply Ed SSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:09 PM Having lost $20,000 (including summer school wages) as the single income for a family of five is far too much; I will be voting YES to the deal, unless the independently wealthy teachers out there who wish to continue the strike will pay my bills and mortgage for me.ReplyDelete Replies Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:14 PM I feel ya. Yes for meDelete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:18 AM Ed S. With all due respect (and I mean that), how did you lose $20,000 in the strike? Teachers were out 2 weeks (all out) before they were supposed to be in June, and now 3 weeks for the start of school? It is my understanding that teachers don't get paid through the summer months. Please correct me if I'm wrong, wherever I'm wrong. Shouldn't you have been financially alright for the summer months at least? Also all teachers knew this strike had a possibility of extending into the new school year but no one teacher budgeted for this possibility? I'm truly just trying to get a clear picture of where this all stems. NO disrespect intended.Delete BlairSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:12 AM Kelly, not Ed but if you look at the numbers there was the 10% lockout haircut in May/June plus the loss of most of June and the loss of much of September. In our 1 teacher (1 non) household we calculated a $9 K - $10 K loss so far. If you add summer school earnings you can easily make the loss in the $20 k zone. As for budgeting, we budget for the summer, but did not expect the 10% haircut, nor the loss of June/Sept days which completely messed our budgeting calculations. A very good friend (single teaching mother) was crushed by the loss of the June income and is without a penny today.Delete Mr. SmoothSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:35 PM The only one who didn't get a haircut was Jim Iker... and he needs one more than anyone else. What's with that over-coiffed 70"s mullet Jim? Does wonders for the BCTF brand image!Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:55 PM Jim's hair is not open for discussion in a respectful space like this. As for his salary, he is a teacher who does not get paid when we are on strike.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:04 PM Totally agree!Delete Reply Mr. GSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:24 PM If I thought they could do any better I would agree with voting NO, but you have to be realistic. The BCTF does not use professionals to bargain and always ends up with much less than they promise the membership when asking for a strike vote. While this is not a great deal for teachers, I really think you're fooling yourself if you think it'll get any better.ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:02 AM BCTF needs to be replaced with younger more adept representatives and advocates. Also, we should be hiring professional contract negotiators - you don't go into battle with cut throat corporate types with a wooden knife. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:37 PM This is BAD deal! Say NO to it and show those (expletives) that we will not take it anymore! Come on! Show them that teachers have a spine! They will respect us, oddly!Delete Reply retaSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:51 PM I agree with Richard. Those in the public that are uniformed would be furious, and there are many teachers who just can't afford to use their wages as their voice any longer - too much has already been donated to the government. In my opinion, the deal is pretty lame. I am sitting on the fence.ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:24 AM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:26 AM So true!!! I cannot afford to fight this battle for public education any longer. Why is this my personal and professional obligation??? However I think this deal is weak weak weak. I also think its the best we are going to get. Ideologically I'm on the fence but my wallet will vote YES.Delete Reply SirThinksToo MuchSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:54 PM My wife and I will be voting "Yes" on Thursday for it is the middle path. The easy path would have been for us to go back to school with E-80 & E-81 over our heads. The difficult path would be for us to vote "No" and put our mortgage at risk and having to continue asking retired parents for handouts to feed a family with three kids. The middle path is the wisest choice for us considering the current political climate in which those who do not teach are the quickest to judge it harshly.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:41 PM I understand that this is really tough for you! I almost died teaching a few month ago. I had to quit. Please consider holding on and say no. Remember the short loss in salary will be offset in the LONG-RUn by better salary increase. This is a joke! They will be laughing at you even more if we accept this. This is a very bad deal! However, I do respect your position!Delete Reply DaleSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:16 AM Why would classroom conditions be better on October 9th after being legislated back? We have been outplayed because of our stubborn refusal to outdated, tired old tactics. It is because of these actions that have led us to this terrible deal. Time to reset, regroup and stock up for the long haul. Can't do it if half the members commit hara kiri on themselves. We are a union of professionals not a cult. ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:49 AM Could not agree more.Delete schreck!September 17, 2014 at 9:44 AM Could you please advise which tactics you believe could have been used to secure a superior deal?Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:47 AM Full disclosure: I'm a BC Liberal supporter. The only people who would benefit from a NO vote are the BC Liberals. Teachers would be bargaining with no leverage whatsoever and would be viewed by a large segment of the population as unreasonable. The BC Liberals then get portray themselves as the only party capable of dealing with the BCTF. schreck! says that the BCTF has the government on the ropes, but he couldn't be farther from the truth. The government wants people to view the BCTF as their primary opponent. Disputes like this just shore up the BC Liberal base and protect its right flank. Any half-baked recall campaign will only reinforce that. It's true teachers aren't going to recoup the lost wages from the strike. I would suggest to you that that means this job action was probably not in teachers' interests, especially without any sort of appreciable strike fund. This is the best deal teachers were ever going to get with this government and people should have been able to recognize that in June. If you want my advice (which you probably don't), it would be to spend the next 5 years building up a strike fund, electing better leaders, and hiring a professional negotiating team. Don't bring a knife to a gunfight and expect things to go well. Focus on getting the best deal you can from whoever the government is rather than trying to change the government, the HST, Kinder Morgan or a thousand different issues that distract from education and erode the union's finances further. You'd be doing yourself a favour, and probably doing the NDP a favour at the same time. Also, if schreck! is David Schreck, you can thank his opposition to STV for the last two BC Liberal majorities. I know I do.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:11 PM One step would be to stop making political contributions to the NDP. This only contributes to the childish animosity and lack of trust that has constantly characterized negotiations. How else can the Socreds/Liberals view teachers except as enemies when they so publicly support their opponents. This stupid confrontational immature approach has to STOP!!!!! Education should not be a political fight when it is so obviously a valuable benefit to our society. It was an NDP government that legislated teachers back to work in 1993. Stop making education a political fight.Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:10 PM I don't think they have to go that far. CUPE and the Nurses still contribute to the NDP yet they don't have the same acrimonious relationship. CUPE and the Nurses just make their members their priority, and broader advocacy second.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:55 PM Ryan (possibly a Liberal paid commenter), with all due respect, I disagree with you. The cumulative increase in lieu of this will be better. Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can. I say to Iker, ask for 6% over 3 years because these people love to play the 15% over 15 year game to make it so big on the surface. Some people think that this is 15% every year. Believe me! I have seen it in comment sections. Others believe that the 15% is too high not understanding that they must divide things over the duration of the contract. It is time that we play it smarter. It is time to put the foot down and ask for money given to us by other unions, if it is needed. Banks can accept one late mortgage payment. It would be suicidal for them to not help. Imagine the possible damage if that ever leaks out. They could lose a lot in teacher money. I for one would pull my money out of a bank in support! Teachers are going to show this government that we have a spine! Enough is enough! Aren't you tired of being treated like kids? (Retired teacher who almost died in a car accident because of work conditions that were horrendous. I had to quit.)Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 AM Not paid by the BC Liberals. I pay them actually... :/ I imagine astroturfers of any affiliation wouldn't disclose their bias. "Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can." How did that work in May 2013? If the teachers reject a contract that their own union endorsed, it will make teachers seem unreasonable. Whether that perception is true or fair is irrelevant. It's what will happen, and teachers will be weaker as a result. Take my advice. Build up a strike fund and focus on the internal governance of the BCTF for the next 6 years. You'll be better off for it. Or not. I don't mind you or others making it easier for the party I support to get elected. I'd just rather not see kids and teachers hurt in the process.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:37 AM Ah! The "don't-hurt-kids" card, hey, when you have underfunded education for 12 years! WOW! That takes the cake! Are your trolling? Oh! You are serious? :) Would you be surprised if I don't follow your advice, considering your lack of logic? Would you be surprised if others don't follow your advice? It is ttue that bullies like you and your ilks love to show who is the boss, who is the teacher now! I suspect that is at the root of the problem! No one wants to fail in school! No one wants to get the strap! Sad that today's teachers don't like it too! But, who cares, we are ... teachers! We deserve it! BAH! BAH! BAH!Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:22 PM That's fine. I look forward to another 16 years of BC Liberal government.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:41 PM 16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate! Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan! Sociopaths do that!Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 9:35 AM "16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate!" 16 years of our opponents still don't understand why they lost. Like I said, that's fine with me. If I said the Liberals would be in power for at least another 13 years back in 2004 you probably would have laughed too. Heck, if I told you on May 13 last year that the BC Liberals would be reelected on May 14 you'd probably have laughed too. And you were wrong. Why is that? Answer that question if you want the NDP to win the next election. Without a correct answer to it, the NDP's cause is hopeless. "Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan!" You feel they are flawed, and that's fine. I don't go around calling people who disagree with me sociopaths, nor do I accuse them of being paid shills. But I also don't feel much need to address your ad hominems. There are logical arguments to support your position, but argumentum ad hominem is not one of them. It's a textbook logical fallacy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 1:15 PM Ah! Now I get it! It is all ego-based! You think because you voted the winning party that you are a winner and we are losers! You think because you predicted that the Liberals would win, you are winner. That does not make YOU a winner or the Liberals! It is called DEMOGRAPHICS, you expletives. The baby boomers are getting old and because they have more assets and won't make a whole lot more for too long, they need to vote a govn't who is going to do just that! It is not rocket science! WOW! You think you are so superior when your party stole an election with 47% of the popular vote. That's not a majority and your party should not have been elected. BTW, did you delete from your ethical memory the words Ethnic voting scandal? The field is slanted and you know it. However, you are so willing to minimize, forget the scams and bad fairplay tactics like a sociopath is allowed to minimize or ignore his or victims emotions that you don't see that you are the loser, we are the victim of your constant bullying. 1% wage increases after years of 0% increases and you can justify that when Yahoo reports that the average Canadian can hope to get 2.5% this and next year: https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html You Liberals behave like fascists, but we can't call you that because that's not allowed! Well! Guess what? It is and you are. Live with it! You keep on dreaming you are a genius! :) I am retired, getting soon a nice pension, and laughing at you from a beach somewhere! AHAHA! Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 2:14 PM What's with the name calling Peter? For someone claiming to be retired you really don't show the wisdom of age. For someone who talks about logic, you use logical fallacies like ad hominems a lot too. It's a fair point that the BC Liberals didn't get a majority of the vote (and I'm a very big supporter of electoral reform). The BC Liberals + Conservatives did though, and I don't think it's realistic to expect the BC Conservatives to have been more generous had they been part of government. Last time I checked I just voted. I didn't "victimize" anyone. Perhaps your rage is misplaced. If you think the election was "stolen" I'm afraid I have to question your grasp on reality though. "Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?" I'm glad you'll have a pleasant retirement Peter. I have no ill will towards you. I'm not sure why you think I do. I'm not saying people were *right* to vote BC Liberal. That's a matter of opinion. All I'm saying is people *did* vote BC Liberal. More voted BC Liberal than BC NDP for the last 5 elections in a row actually. You need to understand why that happened in order to change it for the next election. Clearly you're not interested in that though. Which is fair enough. Just remember next time you're upset about something the BC Liberals do that your lack of interest is part of why the BC Liberals get elected at all.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 3:23 PM I love your culture --or the lack of thereof! Guess what, stop thinking averybody is white and must follow your little rules. Namecalling? Sociopath? Whaaaat? And, what if you are? Still can't call you that? :) You fascist right-wingers are big on censorship! I just don't like you giving us lessons on how to get the NDP in. As stated, people are voting right of the NDP because it is a matter of demographics and a little ethnic vote buying on the side. The rest is mumbo jombo. Yes, of course, they will have to go on strike in the future and yes they will have to build a strike fund. The Liberals stole that from the BCTF too! And, you wonder why I don't have any respect for them? Yes, electoral reform is needed! We agree!Delete Reply JJ GeorgeSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:46 AM As a parent, I support the teachers and respect whether they choose to vote yes or no. However I noticed a discrepancy here from other information I've read regarding prep time for elementary teachers. Here it states minimal improvement to prep time - only 10 minutes per week being added. Elsewhere I read that it is 100 minutes per week for prep, increasing by an additional 10 minutes in the final year. That is a significant difference, and worth noting. Or have I completely misunderstood?ReplyDelete Replies Anne-MarieSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:59 AM Elementary teachers currently have 90 minutes of preparation time per week so an increase to 100 minutes per week is only gaining 10 minutes. In other provinces and some private schools they have as much as 45 minutes of prep time per day.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:56 PM Thank you for inquiring!Delete DW ZSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:57 PM You're right JJ George. There is a significant difference around the province regarding preparation times. In my district elementary teachers currently get 100 minutes of prep time. This new proposal is useless to me. I'll have to wait 6 years to gain an extra 10 minutes. Delete Reply UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:11 AM Almost nobody gets cost of living adjustments. Also inflation is NOT 2%. Do some research and look at the CPI for BC over the last 24 months. The average over the last 2 years is 0.7%, not 2%. The CPI changes every month so you cant just look at the highest month and declare that THE inflation rate. Check out the 12 month averages document for the actual numbers. http://www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/StatisticsBySubject/Economy/ConsumerPriceIndex.aspx All that being said I support the teachers. if you think this is a bad deal as a parent my dream would be for the teachers to vote no but continue bargaining because I do think the kids need to be in school and I do fear that the teachers will lose all support if the strike continues. All I ask as a parent is that you do your own research and try not to be swayed by all the opinions. ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:01 AM Inflation for August was 2.1% (http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/economy/cpi-report-expected-to-reveal-rise-in-canadas-core-inflation-rate/article20593943/). The CPI is a year-over-year calculation.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:43 AM Inflation should be looked at as a yearly average, not an individual month.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:34 PM The lawyers do not believe we have compromised our court deal. Our leadership would not have sold us out. We dodged a bullet. The Premier had something loaded even if we are not sure what it was. The idea that we could simply return to work is not guaranteed. I think a no vote could easily lead to the Liberals locking us out again because the Premier wants to crush us and she will use any excuse. She did not want to take the advice of her people and do this deal. I am certain a plan for drastic action (where we have to take the concessions they had planned) or worse - was in place. We can't guarantee the press will do any better job explaining the complexities should we say no. They rarely sided with us in markets outside of Vancouver where people are more political and they often misled or allowed others to mislead. They are not helping and would sensationalize. This would see dissolution of support very quickly - especially if we asked for wages. (Though admittedly it angers me that we can't ask for wages without being accused of being greedy when that is what most bargaining units do). But we have argued this is about kids and while this is not ideal - it is better to have teachers than not. The deal does suck in that it does not bring us to par - but this fight needs to be won with a strategy that is political and capacity will do that in another round. We have some support - but it is limited to the choir. We need to have the pews too. We need to build that capacity while working and continue to find allies because the fight is bigger than most people want to consider. This is about ideology and about privatization. Education always was political but never more so than now and we have to fight this party or the conservatives who would do the same or worse. No teacher who is responsible can ignore the politics any longer. That is simply the truth. If you work in the system you better get informed and you better be prepared to fight until retirement for the system. That said, I want to ask the same question others are asking: Why is this the job of 42,000 teachers and not the job of all citizens who want equality to fight for this right? It is time (while the conversation is still on-going and up to and including election night) for us to guide the public where we can but mainly play our part by not propping the system up. Make poverty known. Make noise about shortfalls, ask questions (in the media or in board offices ) about who is going to fix it instead of paying ourselves, volunteer some but wait for the pubic to step up so they see what schools lack. I hate the deal too. But I trust Vince Ready and Iker and I don't think we could have done better right now. I think we dodged a bullet because I have read everything this government has put out and followed the trail. They plan to privatize and they are just looking for the route. Voting YES for now does not mean we are giving up. It does not mean a win in the way we wanted but we have won a battle that will lead to us winning the war. If we don't rest up and stock up we might not get there.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:57 PM Well, if it is bigger than just this battle, then we will need ALL the unions to strike if they do indeed use drastic (draconian) measures. I say it is time for ALL of the unions to call a general strike. I guarantee that they will not like that one bit. What will they do then? Call the army? :) People in Europe, at the end of the 19th century stood up in mines. General strikes do occur in Europe and have. If you think you had it tough, think of them who stood tall for US in tougher times and conditions. Make sacrifices. Sell furniture. Tutor on the side. Ask for the BCTF money. Ask your banker to help. As friends and relatives. If we say NO, it won't last long. If they legislate us back, let's call a general province-wide strike of all unions. Delete Reply Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:47 AM Between CC's smug smile as she celebrates slaughtered teachers and Jim Iker's goofy grin - seemingly unaware that he has been a willing puppet, I am thoroughly disgusted. Over the next 5 years, teachers will be in an increasingly bad situation financially, classrooms will continue to be too large and complex with increasing medical, social and environmental issues impacting academic delivery. It could not be less obvious that things will continue to worsen. The Liberals have ensured that BC is rapidly becoming the Canadian Monaco for rich off shore interests and wealthy corporations. Soon the underpaid "workers" will have to be bussed in daily to Vancouver - Asian style. The only recourse is to move to just about any other province and bring in up to $100,000 more over the six years with much less cost of living. So we are bailing, encouraged by friends who have gotten positions in Manitoba and Alberta. My colleagues and I discovered through contacting several school boards across Canada that specialist (special needs and behavioural) and secondary science teachers are in particular demand. I want to work in a professional, respectful environment where the needs of all children are considered a priority and where I feel inspired to do my best. However, I want my vote to reflect the wishes of teachers who will be here over the next 6 (5) years, so very much appreciate your blog and opportunity to read the comments.ReplyDelete Bert SlaterSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:11 AM To vote YES will throw away 12 years of effort, and 2 victories in BC Supreme Court. To vote YES will be to snatch defeat from the jaws of victory. If you vote YES what bargaining power do you think you will have - the government will do nothing, and then what do you think you will do - take job action? PLEASE VOTE NO.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:59 PM Time to show you have a spine!Delete Reply RodSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:06 AM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Cool HandSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 AM Wouldn't a 'No' vote be a vote of no confidence in the BCTF itself?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:02 AM Not at all. It is just a message to the leadership we need to do better. The strength of the union is the members, and we support the leadership by giving them direction through democratic means.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:40 PM I disagree. How else can a recommendation by the EC to vote yes be interpreted? Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:00 PM I am sure people will interpret this both ways, but it is a vote. If it is supposed to be a "Yes", because it might be interpreted one way, then why bother having a vote?Delete Kate TSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:07 AM Yes , it would be. I don't think we could come out much better than this with this government. How will a No obtain that? Christy will be happy, she can declare the BCTF gone and roll out her plan to privatize. Delete Reply David DeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:06 AM A no vote would be a rejection of a the court victories defied by the government and an inadequate deal containing some vague promises that won't meet the needs of teachers or students on class size and other important issues.In Ontario elementary teachers get 200 minutes of prep time per 5 day cycle. I know there is financial hardship, but the union has received close to $2 million in donations from other unions; is there no way of accessing hardship funds? At minimum, vote no and return to work on work to rule with various strike options.ReplyDelete Erica JonesSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:25 AM This article actually makes me so mad. It is NOT better for the kids that they have missed almost all of june and all of september. This is what you signed up for in BC as a teacher. Get on board or GET OUT.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:20 PM Is this really what teachers signed up for? At my high school, each class has about 30 kids, with an average of 17 kids per classroom with an identified learning disability. Our district says that there should be no more than 4 kids per classroom.. How do you expect non-specialist teachers to help each student when over half of them require more resources because of a learning disability? Furthermore, are you generalizing the "better-ness" to all the kids in BC? Because I don't think that it would be better if kids went back considering the learning environment isn't up to par. There are barely any Education Assistants, and support teachers for the multitude of children who need them. While I recognize and appreciate your enthusiasm for education, please realize that the public school system isn't a daycare. Also, please think about your words and the learning environment prior to speaking out. By the way, we're not an autocracy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:08 PM I can understand your frustration! Understand mine! I almost died at 7:30 pm one night returning from teaching a FI split class with several students who did not get enough support or no support at all. The principal expressed to me that he expected me to teach 2 different social studies programs and 2 different science programs. ANYONE I talked to knows that this is impossible to do, especially in French Immersion when kids get no support at home and books are often too hard for students to read. I had to quit my job. I did it for me and did it for the kids. I was like a surgeon who is asked to operate on 5 patients with an old scalpel with 2 inexperienced nurses. Predictably, 4 patients would die and I would be reprimanded! Teachers are put in terrible conditions and kids too. I hope you have the openmind to consider the reality of this honest personal anecdote. I also wish you to understand that this is likely not an isolated incident. What will it take? A kid to commit suicide because he or she is not getitng enough support?Delete Reply hilarySeptember 17, 2014 at 10:29 AM It is incorrect to equate lost funding with what the teachers would have received in grievances. The two are not equivalent. The starting position of the BCTF was $225M, so they never expected $3B to resolve grievances. I'm also interested to know where you get your figures on overcrowded classrooms. A recent Globe and Mail article says that classrooms are, on average, smaller than the caps set in 2002.ReplyDelete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:36 AM The signing bonus should be roughly $2500 each: 105 million divided by 41 thousand.ReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:53 AM It is not that simple. The $105 million is to be allocated by the union. The term "signing bonus" has been crossed off on the signed document. Some of that money may be used to pay union debts. Don't know this but clarification would be useful.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:16 PM Just quoting from the CBC news website, "And finally there are details of $105-million fund to settle grievances stemming from the ongoing court case. The BCTF says that money will be given out as a signing bonus, with specific amount yet to be determined."Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:34 AM I think it would be smart to put at least part of it into your strike fund.Delete Reply WheelsSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:55 AM If the money is used as a signing bonus, it should be based on FTEReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:12 PM Yes I am sure it will be based on FTE. The question is how much of the $105 Million is actually distributed. This is up to the union, and I am told that it is yet to be decided.Delete GuruSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:44 PM And don't forget all the retired teachers who are entitled to a share of it.Delete Reply Geoff OrmeSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:18 PM In another discussion of this someone suggested that under BC Labour Law a no vote means rejection of the proposed deal, and that means the strike continues until either: - the union in question elects to stand down - another tentative deal is presented or - the government imposes a legislated contract. I think the last of these is the most likely, and I believe the legislated contract would be draconian and brutal. What do you think, Tara? Also, I would appreciate your thoughts on Sandy Garossino's comments at https://storify.com/Garossino/should-teachers-accept-the-contractReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:14 PM If this is so, in a few month (likely a couple of years), teachers will win so much more with a Supreme Court judgment! It is possible that the Liberals know that the higher courts are stacked by Liberal judges (that is what happen when judges are chosen, not elected). In any case, a negative settlement (or not a great judgment) will galvinize the public to reform the way the Supreme court judges are being chosen. I doubt that any govn't will want that to happen. A legislated contract will make the LIbs look like sociopaths and dictators.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:47 PM Peter I think you are expecting far too much from the public, many of whom are only paying attention to this matter due to kids being home from school. The public are not remotely this savvy on the political process.Delete Reply IslanderSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:09 PM I am a continuing education teacher. We have it even worse and we are not listened to enough about our poor conditions. Those include no prep time (and we do have to mark and do report cards many times a year sometimes and commonly for 30 students in a class), travelling to different schools with no compensation, and having next to no breaks in between 3 hour classes. I worked for two years with no lunch break and taught 6 hours straight (just 15 min. breaks) to be told, "don't complain since there are others who will do it". We then got 15 min. breaks in between classes. Most of our students are wealthy immigrants, many who try to stay in classes as long as possible since the classes are free. After spending a year in Germany, I realize how better organized it is where the immigrants pay to learn the language on a sliding scale, and have to pay for a student book as well for each class. We do not even have text books, but photocopy so much at tax payers' expense. This is not right. I then teach summer school since we were not on a 12 month continual salary and most of those students are also immigrants (at least 75%). This is also free and it is becoming so common and the new immigrants know this is free babysitting and tutoring. I think one main problem is that we have so many new immigrants in our classes who need ESL like this article states about our inclusion style of education nowadays: http://www.vancouversun.com/life/Shelley+Fralic+trouble+with+schools/10203596/story.html I am honored to be teaching and like my job, but it does get exhausting especially since I need two or three jobs to pay the mortgage that I now no longer have.. back to renting since it all I can afford in this city that has become so expensive. And many don't realize that it is very very difficult to get to full time work as a teacher here. There was a formula that made it take about 10 years to get to f/t (now finally changed). I have been without pay for 3 months, and now had to finally rent a place in anticipation of returning to work, so I have to vote "yes", but please keep the comments coming for what alternatives we have. Maybe we have to just educate the public in a better way than picketing; maybe get out and walk around malls and talk to people and hand out pamphlets on how this liberal government is hurting this. Most Asians (probably just the new who are from such a different system) are already against the teachers since they do not seem to understand what is going on. http://www.vancouversun.com/Business/asia-pacific/Chuck+Chiang+Many+Asian+families+place+blame/10202757/story.htmlReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:17 PM First of all, myn thoughts are with you! I think your ideas about using different strategies is smart. Picketing is not a very good strategy to let people know about things. I think using the membership to flood media comment sections would be more effective. Going to talk to the public might be a good idea along with this, I think. Phone the BCTF and ask for support.Delete Reply Marsha HolleySeptember 17, 2014 at 1:36 PM A teachers wife Vote no you have come to far to back down. It is a -----Y DEAL. ReplyDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:45 PM Ask yourself WHY teachers cannot get 1/2 of the average increase in salary of the private sector? (The Libs will tell you because there are sooooooo many teachers, but I also hear that there are provinces where there is a need for teachers!) TORONTO - A new study says that Canadians, on average, can expect about the same size salary increase next year as in 2014. Human resources consultants Pal Benefits says a survey of 401 organizations, mainly in Ontario, Alberta and British Columbia, projected salary increase for 2015 at an average of 2.79 per cent. That was almost unchanged from the 2.74 per cent average increase projected in last year's survey. Meanwhile, in addition to the average salary increase remaining relatively steady year over year, the survey found that the percentage of employers who plan to freeze salaries appears to have stabilized at eight per cent —in the same percentages as was projected in 2014. Breaking down the numbers further, the survey found the average salary increase anticipated in the engineering, financial services and high technology sectors was three per cent. That compared with an average of 2.5 per cent on the low end for organizations in durable manufacturing. https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.htmlReplyDelete "Mama Rose"September 17, 2014 at 9:12 PM I used to agree with you, Tara, and appreciate you bringing these items to your blog to get us all thinking. But after a very long night and day of research and discussion, I realize I will be voting yes tomorrow. Here is why: I don't care about salary or benefit increases. That is not why I went on strike. I don't care if this tentative deal is not good for teachers. That's not why I went on strike either. For me, the single most important issue is class size and composition. I want to work in a classroom where I have enough time and resources available to me to adequately help all the students I teach. And while it is true that this tentative deal will not change anything in the classrooms right now (or at least most of our classrooms), I realized that we couldn't actually make changes in that area because the issues of cs and c is before the courts. When I made that connection and realized that this round of bargaining was really about a "good enough" agreement regarding wages, then the deal seems, well... good enough. BUT, the best part, is the language the BCTF legal team made around the furture court decision (the re-opener). They have it in writing that if we win the court case (which is likely) and when we have to start bargaining class size and comp again (that is exactly what Justice Susan Griffin said we would have to do) we will be STARTING from the 2002 levels. To make this simple to understand, I explained it to my friends using a number line. With this new language, the BCTF starts the next round of bargaining at say a 50. The government will want us to go to 10 or 15, and we'll compromise and end up maybe 25. But WITHOUT that language, we would have started bargaining at a 10 and only gone down from there. So I do believe it is the best deal possible, it still factors in the biggest issue (from my perspective), we do not lose the important gains of the past, and most importantly, everyone gets to go back to school.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 PM Mam Rose, I appreciate your point of view and your courage. However, let me point out to you and the readers that a decision at the BC supreme court might not turn out the way teachers anticipate. We all know that judges are appointed and who does the appointing? "All justices of the BCSC (including the position of Chief Justice and Associate Chief Justice) are appointed by the federal cabinet, on recommendation of the Minister of Justice. Masters are appointed by the provincial cabinet, on recommendation of the Attorney General in consultation with the Chief Justice." (Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Supreme_Court_of_British_Columbia) Now, I would like to think that all of those people are objective, but they are appointed and we know that there are political appointments. They have a lot of discretion over the laws and judgments. I am willing to bet that the BC Liberals do know this and are betitng the farm (or do they know something we don't know) that the Supreme Courts are stacked against teachers? So, I am not sure if we can count on a WIN if we proceed with the court ruling. I think we would be better to negotiate and negotiate a better deal.Delete Reply retaSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:57 AM Yes...no...yes...no...The last two days have been this. I’ve read so many articles and comments over the past few months and, I can say, I have learned a lot. I know this is not a great deal for teachers right now. I will be voting yes. This is why… 1. The children. Without going into the multiple issues (e.g., grad, post secondary, trades, sports, global education/trips, planned activities, those with varying degrees of special needs, those that need a soft place to land, etc., etc.) the children need to get on with their education. 2. The parents. For many parents, this strike is a financial burden. We do not like to be called baby sitters, but for many living below the poverty line, school is a financial relief. Winter is coming; gas bills will be expensive. 3. Poverty. Remember, BC has the highest child poverty rate in Canada. Schools feed and clothe numerous children. 4. The other systems educators work collaboratively with. MFCD, CYMH, foster parents, group homes, and the multitude of non-profit agencies that support vulnerable children and families are bursting at the seams. We are a part of that team. 5. CUPE. While some have been paid during this strike, that money is coming from districts. It was not provided by the government. And, CUPE is a partner in education - from the bus drivers to the tech dept to custodians to secretaries to EAs and so on. 6. Small Businesses. In our little towns, the school district is the number one employer. There is a direct cause-effect relationship between loss of wage and loss of business. 7. Money. The amount of money that is needed to reverse the erosion of the public education system over numerous years cannot be recouped in one sitting. This agreement is a start. It’s not much but the stage has been set. 8. THE COURT CASE. That is why we were on strike. All the other stuff could have been resolved months ago, but our government was working hard to make the court case go away. Well, it still exists. I consider that the victory. We live to fight another day (as rhetorical as that sounds) AND I hope people actually read the ruling and think critically about how a loss could impact the future of the Charter of Rights, and the power of government to contravene those rights. I am guessing we will vote to ratify as so many fear “what’s next?” from this government. It’s nasty business, and I think legislation would be next. VALUING PUBLIC EDUCATION needs to come from a STRONG, CONSISTENT public voice. If we do ratify the agreement, and those in the profession and public think we've given up, we have not. We’ve been fighting for years. We just haven’t been heard… until now. ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:21 AM I understand your point of view, but sometimes you have to fight to get what you want. This is a VERY bad deal, considering: Other people get on average 2.5% salary increases last year and this year and the next and the rest of us get 1% and must feel happy if we do.? (https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html) THIS DEAL is a horrendously BAD deal for kids/parents as well, of course. We are going to continue to be humiliated and be the laughing stock of many people of this province. After a decade of paycuts, WOW, this is what they are willing to offer! WOW! WOW! WOW!Delete Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:30 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Reply Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:37 PM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:08 PM Let's cross our fingers! I think we need a general strike by all unions if CC legislates teachers back. It is time to put the foot down and tell her and the Liberals that, as in the movie Network,"I am mad as hell and I won't take it anymore!"Delete Reply Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 8:26 PM Needs help on some stats for an online debate Looking for the last 10 or 15 years of contractual salary increases in %. So, 1% for 2001, 0% for 2002,...ReplyDelete Children FirstSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:00 PM Well it's all done now. Really hope the teacher's can find another angle to deal with class size and composition as well as student funding. The government will make sure the coming court case never swings your way no matter what. 2nd most expensive place to live in the the world!!! Wonder why and where the money goes??? ReplyDelete AnonSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 PM I'm an outsider, but have followed closely this whole fiasco and this is a RAW deal. Your union hung you out to dry on this one - taking a really bad deal (clearly no one from the BCTF had rudimentary math skills in their toolbox) and then publicly encouraging to the media that teachers accept the deal....what choice did you have - a no vote would have outraged the public. I could go on and on, but the bottom line, in my opinion, is that your union better get some stronger leaders who are PR and technology savvy. Out with Iker and the rest of those who bargained on your behalf - they just got ......well , we know that happened. Whew, can't even believe how screwed you got, absolutely amazing - nothing meaningful gained in the big picture and only very minor gains for a small group of people, bigger losses for the majority.. Wow - I better stop now. Best of luck. Thanks for all you do for our children. ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ▼  September (9) Reflections on the BC Teacher Strike BC Teacher strike - Lessons learned Response to Sandy Garossino Will the Education Fund improve classroom conditio... Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Class composition: a human rights perspective Class size and composition - a short visual histor... Guest post - I WILL HOLD THE LINE Teachers - let your leadership know it is time to ... ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/IntlSolidarity.aspx?id=32316,BCTF International Solidarity > Colombia: Pedagogical Circles Carried Out by FECODE, the Teachers’ Union in Colombia  	BCTF International Solidarity  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Social Justice > Programs and Workshops > International Solidarity > Professional Development Colombia: Pedagogical Circles Carried Out by FECODE, the Teachers’ Union in Colombia   Teachers in Colombia work in a social environment of violence directed at teachers and, in particular, at those who are union leaders and activists. Hundreds have been killed over the last two decades, and 12 in 2013 alone.   Despite this context, a “Pedagogical Movement” has been a part of FECODE’s activities for more than 30 years. A new element of the movement is bringing teachers together to engage in inquiry and reflection on practice. This project has funding from the BCTF International Solidarity Fund as well as from the Ontario Secondary School Teachers’ Federation and the CSQ, the teachers’ union central in Quebec. Cordoba, Colombia: A dangerous place to be a union leader by Irene Lanzinger Teaching is a dangerous profession in Colombia by Jacqui Birchall About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2011/09/in-defense-of-compassionate-care-leave.html?showComment=1315679611344,Staffroom Confidential: In defense of compassionate care leave Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Thursday, September 8, 2011 In defense of compassionate care leave Within the various commentary about the BCTF negotiations, some have chosen to criticize BCTF proposals in an attempt to discredit teachers and teacher bargaining. One of the proposals that has been particularly singled out is compassionate care leave. Compassionate care leave is currently provided through the employment standards act and some unions have negotiated related provisions. It provides a leave for an employee to take care of a person who is terminally ill (a reasonable expectation of death within 26 weeks). The current employment standards act provides eight weeks of leave and if eligible, employees can collect employment insurance benefits for six of those eight weeks. The person being cared for must be a "family member", but the definition of family member includes a person or friend who "considers you a family member", such as a friend or neighbour. As the government program notes: "One of the most difficult times for anyone is when a loved one is dying or at risk of death. The demands of caring for a gravely ill family member can jeopardize both your job and the financial security of your family. The Government of Canada believes that, during such times, you should not have to choose between keeping your job and caring for your family." (http://www.servicecanada.gc.ca/eng/ei/types/compassionate_care.shtml) Doctors agree that compassionate care leave has multiple benefits: "For most clinicians, compassionate care matters because it is fundamental to the practice of medicine, ethically sound, and humane," according to lead author Beth Lown, MD, medical director of the Schwartz Center and an associate professor of medicine at Harvard Medical School. "However, there is also strong evidence that compassionate care improves health outcomes and quality of life, increases patient satisfaction, and lowers health care costs. Particularly as our health care system faces such intense pressure to reduce costs, we must make sure that this critically important element of health care is not lost." (http://www.eurekalert.org/pub_releases/2011-09/tscf-scp090811.php) There are calls for an expansion to the existing employment insurance scheme, to extend the leave and benefits to 26 weeks. This makes sense. After all, the program is designed for those who might die in 26 weeks time. It is a bit odd that eight weeks is available but no more. What do you do after those eight weeks? Chances are, the person you are caring for is even more ill after the eight weeks than before. The proposal put forward by BC teachers is akin to the "top up" programs that many Canadians already receive for maternity leave. These programs provide a top up by the employer to the employee's EI benefits so that their pay is closer to what their salary normally is. They are designed to ensure that women and parents can have adequate time off to care for their very young children without a significant loss of income. Taken together with the Employment Insurance benefits, these programs help to even the playing field for parents with respect to income loss and child bearing/rearing. There is a benefit to the individuals but also to society, which benefits from the future earnings/production/taxes of the children. It is only a tiny portion of the vast cost of raising a child, but allows mothers and parents to ensure adequate care for the critical first year of life, without fear of losing their home or not being able to pay the bills. The same rationale can be made for compassionate care leave. Those who are close to death and require care will end up somewhere in our social safety net. In the worst of cases, inadequate care might mean accidents and further complications to illness take place. In the event hospitalization is required, the costs far outweigh what a compassionate care program would cost. But even if palliative care or home care services are used, the overall costs are likely in excess of what a compassionate care program would be. Moreover, a close friend or relative is likely able to provide more time and attention in caring and the care can likely be done in a home environment. Compassionate care leave is also a women's issue, just as maternity leave is. The Canadian Women's Health Network describes why: "Care in the home is women’s work. Women provide more than 80% of unpaid personal care for the elderly and for those of all ages with long-term disability or short-term illness. A survey found that three out of four unpaid caregivers were women between the ages of 50 and 65 -- that is, women in the prime of life who may already be juggling adolescent children, aging parents and a professional career." (http://www.cwhn.ca/en/node/39518) I am proud that I am part of an organization that is advocating for improvements like compassionate care leave. It is a progressive change that I hope is both successful and replicated by other workplaces. Just as the landmark strike by the Canadian Union of Postal Workers eventually led to maternity leave rights and benefits for all Canadian mothers and parents, I am hopeful that the union movement's involvement in pursuing compassionate care leave will result in legislative changes that benefit all Canadians. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 2:31 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 3 comments: AnonymousSeptember 8, 2011 at 8:41 PM Thank you for an informative post on the rationale behind increasing the number of weeks of compassionate care leave and top up. I hope that when bargaining for top up, people whose family members are ill during the summer months will also be eligible. It came at quite a shock to me, while on maternity leave with baby #1, that I would not receive my top up during the summer months. Seemed quite unfair and I hope this changes. Baby #2 birth was "better timed". Teacher from KamloopsReplyDelete AnonymousSeptember 9, 2011 at 5:25 PM @Anonymous: A teacher in our district challenged that not only with our union but also with BCTF on the grounds that it was discriminatory. As a result, now, if applicable, women in our district will receive their top up during the summer. It was a long hard fight but she did it.ReplyDelete LucindaSeptember 10, 2011 at 11:33 AM If only the "harbingers of doom" (the media" would explain to their readers & viewers this tabled item in such a logical manner. But noooo, instead we have continued hysteria at the unreasonable demands of teachers.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ▼  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ▼  September (10) Does BCPSEA represent the interest of School Trust... BCPSEA pushing American style "reform" agenda Wrong response to poverty and underfunded classroo... Mel Joy and the BC Trustees' new approach? Good riddance to BCeSIS Cranbrook Trustees re-instate recess during job ac... Shameful cuts to BCCPAC funding show "family first... In defense of compassionate care leave Mr. Abbott - the ball is in your court... Guest post: A teacher explains our bargaining posi... ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=32094&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > March 2014 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 26, Number 5, March 2014   Scales of justice tip in our favour  The wheels of justice grind slowly. With the provincial government’s decision to appeal the BC Supreme Court’s landmark decision in favour of teachers, the old aphorism is proving to be all too true. We’ve won two rounds, but the match isn’t over yet. From the outset, we knew the fight to regain our rights would be long and costly, but we respect the judicial process and understand that the rule of law is fundamental to our democracy. That is why we challenged Bills 27 and 28 in the first place, to have our democratic right to bargain collectively upheld. Justice Susan Griffin unequivocally declared that Bill 28 and later Bill 22 were unconstitutional and that they violated our rights under Section 2(d) of the Charter of Rights and Freedoms. Commentators have described her decision as “searing,” “scathing,” and “devastating” for government. For teachers, it was a welcome vindication. No one can win a court victory, especially one as important as this, without a dedicated and powerful legal team. The teachers of BC owe a tremendous debt of gratitude to Federation Legal Counsel Diane MacDonald and her colleagues from Victory Square Law Office, John Rogers, Steven Rogers, and Amanda Merritt for their consummate skill and tireless work over the last number of years. Our thanks also go to retired BCTF staffer Brian Porter, who shared his deep knowledge from years at the bargaining table in support of our formidable legal team. Our lawyers proved in court that the provincial government schemed to provoke a strike, manipulate public opinion against the BCTF, and divide teachers from their union. Justice Griffin writes: “The Court has concluded that the government did not negotiate in good faith with the union after the Bill 28 Decision. One of the problems was that the government representatives were pre-occupied by another strategy. Their strategy was to put such pressure on the union that it would provoke a strike by the union. The government representatives thought this would give government the opportunity to gain political support for imposing legislation on the union.” [Summary p. 2] The government’s unabashed display of arrogance shows contempt for collective bargaining, as well as for teachers, students, and parents. As a recent Victoria-Times Colonist editorial said: “The BC government threw your children under the school bus.” Now the government is seeking a stay of proceedings to prevent implementation of the decision. As well, they are trying to prohibit us from releasing our concluding argument to our members. Why? Because it makes reference to the cabinet documents that reveal government never had any intention of actually bargaining with us. In fact, their hidden agenda to provoke a strike is laid bare in these documents and in the testimony given by “their” witnesses in open court.   BCTF President Jim Iker said: “Look at the evidence. It speaks for itself. Her government conspired to shut BC schools down. It was outrageous, cynical, and British Columbians should be upset. Christy Clark owes all of us—teachers, students, and parents—an apology.Clark should apologize for what has happened to a whole generation of students who have graduated since 2002. These are the students who found their school libraries closed; who sat patiently waiting for help to understand a concept or complete an assignment; who had to wait weeks to see their school counsellor who was trying to juggle a caseload that included at least two schools.” Teachers know what is happening because of the chronic underfunding of public education. We live it every day. Justice Griffin spelled it out clearly: “…class size and composition issues greatly impact the quality of a teacher’s working conditions and job stress. The more students in a class and the more students with special needs integrated without adequate assistance, the more before and after class planning and preparation and in-class student management is required by the teacher and the less time there is available for actually teaching.” [458] And that is why we are disappointed, but not surprised the government has appealed the decision. It means that the government, once again, is making students wait. The BCTF is not waiting. We are acting. We have already filed two provincial grievances against BCPSEA. The first grievance concerns redress for contract violations during the period of time Bill 28 was in effect, from July 1, 2002 to January 27, 2014. The second grievance is for current violations beginning from the day of the ruling going forward. We also have a collective agreement to negotiate. On the day he announced the government’s notice of appeal, Education Minister Peter Fassbender said he wanted true collaboration to occur at the bargaining table. We could not agree more. We challenge the government to put their political agenda aside. Come to the table and negotiate in good faith with the resources required to reach a fair deal for teachers and provide better support for students.  )
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=15204,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2008 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 20, Number 5, March 2008 SFU launches BC’s only education TV program The Faculty of Education is producing BC’s only television program dedicated to in-depth analysis of education issues. Paul Shaker, dean of education, says each half-hour episode of Your Education Matters will air on the first Monday of every month at 6:30 p.m. on ShawTV, Channel 4. The program premiere was January 21. ShawTV will rebroadcast each new episode three times a week: Mondays at 6:30 p.m. and Sundays at 9:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. The show will be hosted by Shaker, who says its purpose is to provide insights and opinions from practitioners and scholars on education issues that matter for parents, students, educators, and policy makers. "Our guests are people who know the key issues and can help our viewers prepare to actively participate in making the education experience a successful one for learners today and in the future," says Shaker, who looks forward to receiving feedback about the program. "It’s a way for all groups who care about education to connect and share their insights so that we can work together to ensure quality public education." Initially, the program will only be available to cable viewers in the Lower Mainland, but programs are archived and can be viewed at: www.youreducationmatters.ca. – SFU news release Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20140925,www.blogger.com,http://www.blogger.com/feeds/6870458664232083246/4775990986432678578/comments/default,Moved Temporarily Moved Temporarily The document has moved here.)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/BCTF-research.aspx?id=23096&printPage=true,BCTF>21st century learning and subject hierarchies: What’s the message in the (UK) English Baccalaureate (E-Bac)? May 25, 2011  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > BCTF Research > BCTF-Research List > 2010-11 Archives 21st century learning and subject hierarchies: What’s the message in the (UK) English Baccalaureate (E-Bac)?  The UK government has recently developed the English Baccalaureate (E-Bac), prioritizing core subjects of English, mathematics, history, geography, the sciences, and a language. The English Department of Education explained its rationale for introducing the English Baccalaureate on its website: Since 2004 the number of non-academic qualifications taken up to age 16 has risen from about 15,000 to about 575,000, with a higher take-up of vocational qualifications by young people from deprived backgrounds. Many of these qualifications do not carry real weight for entry to higher education or for getting a job. There has also been a decline in the opportunity to take some core subjects, such as modern foreign languages, history and science.   While the Department states one goal as encouraging more “young people from deprived backgrounds” to take core subjects it also states that the intent is not to narrow teaching and learning only to those core subjects: However this does not mean we want schools to restrict options to just this academic core or to force these qualifications on pupils for whom they are clearly not suitable.  But how is the government message about the English Baccalaureate being interpreted in schools across England and Wales? A Times Educational Supplement article “Surplus to Requirements” in the TES Magazine of May 13, 2011, provides data showing a startling decline of non-E-Bac teaching positions advertised between January 2010 and January 2011: Decline in advertised teaching posts: Art -33% Music -36% Drama -36% Religious Education -36% Business Studies -38% Citizenship -56% Media Studies -61% The TES article states that many schools are reducing or eliminating subjects like Art and Music, thereby reducing the numbers of teachers in those subject areas, and argues that as schools will be rated by their E-Bac performance, schools with more non-core subjects will fall in rankings. The prospect of declining rankings makes it more likely that schools will focus on core subjects and remove or reduce electives. How does this connect to 21st century learning? It reflects a tight central government control of education and a denial of personalized learning approaches, with core subjects clearly prioritized and used in school rankings. That means other subjects are either marginalized or excluded from schools. The Department of Education’s argument that other subjects “do not carry real weight” appears to condemn subjects like Music and Art as peripheral and irrelevant to learning, work and life, ignoring a mass of evidence that such subjects can motivate and excite students, while also contributing significantly to communities and to new economies. It remains to be seen whether students in deprived communities will welcome being shunted into core learning subjects, or whether they will be excluded from meaningful learning experiences. And, finally, it goes in almost exactly the opposite direction to that promoted in the paper “‘Schools’ in the Future: What has to change, and why,” a cornerstone of the 21st century learning focus: Learning is an immensely complex business, so, to put faith in a highly directive, prescriptive cur­riculum, is to so go “against the grain of the brain”, that it inhibits creativity and enterprise……the very skills needed in the complex, diverse economy and community for which we need to prepare our children. (p. 5) From the country where some significant parts of the 21st century learning initiative ideas and literature has emerged, it appears that its government either has no awareness of these ideas and literature, or it has rejected them. Sources:  (England and Wales) Department of Education website   Ritchie, M. (2011, May 13). Surplus to Requirements. Times Educational Supplement.   (2010). “Schools” in the Future: What has to change, and why. The 21st Century Learning Initiative.      Submitted by: Charlie Naylor  BCTF Research, cnaylor@bctf.ca. May 25, 2011 This item will be saved on the BCTF’s website in a list archive at http://www.bctf.ca/publications/BCTF-research.aspx.  )
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/bctf/status/511850336701923328,BCTF on Twitter: "Thank you #bced teachers for your commitment, courage, and strength. More details will be available later this morning. #bcpoli" টুইটার অনুসন্ধান অনুসন্ধান টুইটার খুঁজুন সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ ভাষা : বাংলা. हिन्दी Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন টুইটার-এ নতুন ? আজই যোগদান করুন » সাইন ইন করুন ফোন, ইমেল বা ব্যবহারকারীর নাম পাসওয়ার্ড সাইন ইন আমাকে মনে রাখুন পাসওয়ার্ড ভুলে গেছেন? ইতিমধ্যে আপনি কি টেক্সট বার্তার মাধ্যমে টুইটার ব্যবহার করছেন? অনুসরণ অনুসরণ করা কর্মসমূহ:অনুসরণ না করা অবরুদ্ধ অবরোধ মুক্ত মুলতুবি বাতিল BCTF ‏ @bctf ১৬ সেপ্টেম্বর Thank you #bced teachers for your commitment, courage, and strength. More details will be available later this morning. #bcpoli প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট পুনঃটুইটগুলি ৩২১ প্রিয় ২০১ ৫:১৩ পূর্বাহ্ণ - ১৬ সেপ্টেম্বর, ২০১৪ #12VFs ‏ @painbynature ১৬ সেপ্টেম্বর @bctf woohoo সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Jen L'Arrivee ‏ @sheepdogtess ১৬ সেপ্টেম্বর @bctf Good work bargaining team! #bced #bctf সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট One Citizen ‏ @citi_zen1 ১৬ সেপ্টেম্বর @bctf Thank you bargaining team! সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Barbara Killy ‏ @BkillyKilly ১৬ সেপ্টেম্বর @bctf are picket lines standing down until after the ratification vote? সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Bliss Dodd ‏ @dodd_bliss ১৬ সেপ্টেম্বর MT" @bctf: Thank you #bced teachers ,commitment, courage, and strength. More details will be available later this morning. #bcpoli”Well Done! সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Sharon cohen ‏ @cohenstj ১৬ সেপ্টেম্বর @bctf Important question: no picketing today? সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট M ‏ @generalizedMK ১৬ সেপ্টেম্বর @bctf @bcpsea it had to be good for teachers and public. Libs were going down in polls. That’s all they care about সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Melissa Niska ‏ @melissaniska ১৬ সেপ্টেম্বর @bctf Thank you #jimiker and the BCTF bargaining team for everything you have done! We teachers optimistically await the details. সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট chichiel ‏ @chichiel33 ১৬ সেপ্টেম্বর @bctf thank you! This date is to be remembered! সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Lynette ‏ @bnlturcotte ১৬ সেপ্টেম্বর @bctf thank-you for all of your hard work!!!! :) সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Seema ‏ @PreFirstRocks ১৬ সেপ্টেম্বর @bctf wooooohooooo!!! Now we can ALL get back to what we truly love: Being in our classrooms!!!!! সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Ken Ipe ‏ @kenipesj ১৬ সেপ্টেম্বর @bctf do we picket today ?? সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Donna Thomson ‏ @teachwithheart ১৬ সেপ্টেম্বর @bctf thank you bargaining team সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট missmacmaster ‏ @missmacmaster ১৬ সেপ্টেম্বর @bctf @glenhansman thank you. We look forward to hearing more. Sleep well! You guys rock. সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট AdriG ‏ @neverdiplomatic ১৬ সেপ্টেম্বর @bctf How about 'thank you bc parents for your grace, understanding, and support?' #howsoontheyforget #betterbeworthy সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট soltauheller ‏ @soltauheller ১৬ সেপ্টেম্বর @bctf mthank you to Jim Iker and the rest of the bargaining team for your work! Thank you! সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Liane Loeppky ‏ @namesescapeme ১৬ সেপ্টেম্বর @bctf Yes, thank you! I hope the bargaining team gets some down time for a few days :) সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Josie zahn ‏ @JosieZahn ১৬ সেপ্টেম্বর @bctf Thank you. Best news to wake up to! #bced সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট BCTF থেকে কোন আপডেট মিস্ করবেন না © 2014 টুইটার সম্বন্ধে সহায়তা বিজ্ঞপ্তি তথ্য বন্ধ মিডিয়াটিকে চিহ্নিত করুন এটি ইতিমধ্যে সংবেদনশীল কন্টেন্ট ধারণকারী হিসাবে চিহ্নিত হয়েছে। পতাকা তুলুন এটি সম্ভাব্যরূপে অবৈধ বিষয়বস্তুর ধারণকারী হিসেবে। সমর্পণ করা বাতিল মিডিয়াকে চিহ্নিত করা সম্পর্কে আরো জানুন খারিজ বন্ধ পূর্ববর্তী পরবর্তী বন্ধ একজন ব্যক্তির প্রোফাইলে যান সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ বন্ধ আপনার অনুসরণকারীদের এই পুনঃটুইটটি পাঠাবেন? বাতিল পুনঃটুইট বন্ধ আপনি কি নিশ্চিত যে এই টুইট মুছে দিতে চান? বাতিল মুছে ফেলুন বন্ধ রোধ করন বাতিল রোধ করন আপনার টুইটসমুহে একটি অবস্থান যুক্ত করুন যখন একটি অবস্থানের সঙ্গে আপনার টুইট করেন, টুইটার সেই অবস্থান সংরক্ষণ করে। প্রত্যেক টুইটের আগে আপনি আপনার অবস্থান চালু / বন্ধ করতে পারেন, এবং যে কোনও সময় আপনি আপনার অবস্থানের ইতিহাস মুছে ফেলতে পারেন। আরো জানুন অবস্থান চালু করুন এখন নয় স্থান বন্ধ করুন বন্ধ প্রোফাইল সারসংক্ষেপ বন্ধ আপনার তালিকাসমূহ বন্ধ একটি নতুন তালিকা তৈরি করুন নাম তালিকা বিবরণ 100 অক্ষরের কম, ঐচ্ছিক তালিকাসমূহ:গোপনীয়তা সাধারণ · যে কেউ এই তালিকা অনুসরণ করতে পারেন ব্যক্তিগত · শুধুমাত্র আপনিই এই তালিকায় প্রবেশ করতে পারবেন তালিকা সংরক্ষণ করুন বন্ধ বন্ধ এই টুইট স্থাপিত কর আপনার নীচের ওয়েবসাইটে কোডটি অনুলিপি দ্বারা এই টুইট যোগ করুন * আরও জানুন হুম, সার্ভারে পৌঁছনোর একটি সমস্যা ছিল। পরে আবার চেষ্টা করবেন? প্রকৃত টুইট অন্তর্ভুক্ত করুন অন্তর্ভুক্ত মিডিয়া প্রাকদর্শন বন্ধ টুইটারে নিবন্ধন করুন টুইটারে নেই? নিবন্ধন করুন, আপনির পছন্দের বিষয়গুলির সাথে যুক্ত হন, এবং তাদের বিষয়ে হালনাগাদ পান। একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন » বন্ধ দুটি উপায় (প্রেরণ এবং গ্রহণ) শর্ট কোড: দেশ কোড গ্রাহকদের জন্য মার্কিন যুক্তরাষ্ট্র 40404 (যে কোন) কানাডা 21212 (যে কোন) যুক্তরাজ্য 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM হাইতি 40404 Digicel, Voila আয়ারল্যান্ড 51210 Vodafone, O2 ভারত 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance ইন্দোনেশিয়া 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » অন্য দেশসমুহের এসএসএস সংক্ষিপ্ত কোড দেখুন বন্ধ নিশ্চিতকরণ)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=32075&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > March 2014 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 26, Number 5, March 2014   Creating cultures of inquiry  By Jenny Garrels and Paddy McCallum   The professional development landscape in BC is changing. Many locals are beginning to look at professional development in a different way by initiating teacher inquiry projects that engage teachers in powerful professional learning that is self-directed, collaborative, reflective, and directly linked to their practice. Last year 11 locals across BC accessed the BCTF’s Program for Quality Teaching (PQT) grants to undertake a wide variety of projects. A participant from one of these projects summarizes her first experience with teacher inquiry: “Inquiry changed my process by giving me practical tools I could use the next day in the classroom. It also had me dreaming about future possibilities and things I could try with my students. I found having the time to discuss and wrestle with questions with fellow colleagues very helpful. As the years go on, I realize that I am continually learning things, so it is great to hear from others what they have learned. It is helpful to bounce thoughts around and off others because it can often help you clarify your thoughts and directions.” The collaborative nature of inquiry projects is a very important component as teachers work together to delve into an aspect of their practice. A recent participant says: “I found the conversations to be the most valuable part of the process. A fresh perspective or a bit of objectivity can really kick start the thinking and take one’s preconceptions into new territory.” The project in Powell River saw teachers take on an inquiry project that focused on sustainability. Their question, Can we build a learning community through local culture and conservation by implementing the Powell River sustainability charter? became the catalyst for district-wide inquiry projects this year. Here is a synopsis of their initial journey through inquiry. The Powell River PQT inquiry groups began in October with a sweeping question—what could their district look like if everyone committed to sustainability? It was a big question grounded in the passing of the recent sustainability charter and its implicit call to action. The teachers in the two inquiry groups took differing approaches that yielded powerful questions by the end of November. The morning group wondered: How can we bring the land into curricula through intergenerational studies? How can we build community through new school gardens? What does community developed through gardens look like? How can we document the process? The afternoon group wondered: How can we provide hands-on access to resources? Can our teaching be based on sustainability? What opportunities does the new curriculum provide? Can our work together be less talk, more do?   And both groups wondered how to document and share their work with others. By February, they were deep into research and planning—creating a database of local resources to support teaching about sustainability, indigenizing school communities, and designing lessons around blessing and raising ceremonies for gardens created from indigenous plants. Following a planning session and site visits in April 2013, their rich and meaningful work was shared with the district at Brooks Secondary School in May 2013. 2012–13 Inquiry projects   Nanaimo—How can we grow our professional development through mentorship? Gulf Islands—Many different questions, such as, What practices of student assessment are most effective in my classroom? Kootenay/Columbia—How can teachers be supported in a “pull in” inclusionary model of education? Powell River—What could this district look like if everyone committed to sustainability? Maple Ridge—What supports and develops enthusiastic readers at the intermediate and secondary levels? Victoria—How can we support engagement in learning for all students? Peace River North—How can we increase student engagement in learning? Langley—How can we encourage and promote student-led inquiry? Nechako Lakes—How can we use more inquiry-based learning with our secondary/elementary students? Cariboo-Chilcotin—How can teachers increase student and parent engagement? Cranbrook—What is the impact of self-regulation on student learning? For more information on PQT/Teacher inquiry, please contact Jenny Garrels, 604-871-1871, email: jgarrels@bctf.ca or go to: http://bctf.ca/TeacherInquiry   Jenny Garrels, Professional and Social Issues Division and Paddy McCallum, PQT facilitator, Sunshine Coast   )
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/ResearchReports.aspx?id=5554,BCTF > 93wlc06, Changing Sources of Stress  	BCTF Research Reports  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Publications > Research Reports BCTF Research Report Section III 93-WLC-06 Teaching in the '90s Report No. 2: Changing Sources of Stress By Larry Kuehn, Director Research and Technology Feeling job-related stress? You are not alone. The pressures on teachers reflect societal and system changes that have intensified the work of teaching. However, the top causes of stress, as identified by teachers, have changed in recent years—based on BCTF surveys of members in 1986, and then again in the spring of 1993. Some points to note about changes, as perceived by teachers: Composition of class and mainstreaming of students with special needs are more significant causes of stress now than in 1986. Decreasing real salary was a high stressor in 1986—after four years of wage controls imposed by the Social Credit government of the day. Bargaining success after achieving union status moved salary issues out of the top eleven. Bargaining success since 1986 also knocked "lack of preparation time" out of the top eleven. Most teachers now have preparation time in contract. The top stressor is seeing the "unmet needs of students." This is the student-focused view. Close behind is the teacher-focused side of the same phenomenon, "size of workload." Teaching in the '90s is a series of reports based on a survey of B.C. teachers conducted in May and June of 1993. It constitutes a culture map of B.C. teachers, looking at teacher practices and a range of current issues in education. 2,000 questionnaires were mailed to a random sample of BCTF members. 735 responses were entered into a Teaching in the '90s database, and form the basis of the report. Top Eleven Causes of Stress Among B.C. Teachers 1986 1993 Attitude/actions of provincial government Unmet needs of students Decreasing real salary Size of workload Attitude of public Size of class Lack of preparation time Composition of class Attitute/actions of school board Mainstreaming of special needs students Lack of control of work envronment Unmet needs of students Composition of class Size of workload Attitude/actions of provincial government Inclusion of students with special needs Media attacks on teachers and education Attitudes/action of school board Size of class too large Attitude of public Rapid change in programs and curriculum Lack of control of work environment About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=16790&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2008 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 2, October 2008  The 600-pound gorilla By Joanna Larson As another school year begins, we as teachers will continue our attempts to encourage, enthuse, and inspire our students amidst a current political culture aimed at deconstructing public education in favour of privatization. A lack of appropriate funding, Bill 33, school closures, and Foundation Skills Assessment tests are all key components in this plan for privatizing our schools. As advocates for public education, we must be continually vigilant not to see them as separate issues, but as parts of the same political agenda. Public education is one of the last venues where it doesn’t matter who you are, or what your background is. When you walk through that door you will be entitled to the same opportunity as everyone else there with you. This is precisely what is at stake if we lose the battle to save public education in our province: equal opportunity for all—a value we can all share. Last year, the report on child poverty put out by Campaign 2000 showed that one in five children in BC lives in poverty. The same month, Shirley Bond and the Ministry of Education claimed that the results of the FSA in our province showed that one in five children struggle to read. Is it possible these children are one and the same? Consider the example of Roosevelt Park Elementary School in Prince Rupert. On December 5, 2006, CBC aired Mark Kelley’s Seven. This particular episode followed Mark as he played teacher at Roosevelt Park,”British Columbia’s lowest-ranked school.” Thanks to poor scores on the Foundation Skills Assessment, Roosevelt had the dubious honour of placing last in the Fraser Institute's annual school rankings the previous year. After airing, the show became extremely controversial in Prince Rupert. Over 90% of Roosevelt’s students are Aboriginal, and many felt the program unfairly portrayed the school’s problems as a First Nations issue. It happens that 50% of Prince Rupert students are of Aboriginal ancestry, and by no means do they all attend Roosevelt Park. A more accurate explanation for the problems facing students at Roosevelt is what Professor David Berliner describes as the 600-pound gorilla in the classroom—poverty. UBC’s Dr. Clyde Hertzman’s research, through the HELP (Human Early Learning Partnership) project, identifies the neighbourhood around Roosevelt as one of the most vulnerable neighborhoods in the province. Coming from families struggling with unemployment and poverty, many children in this community do not enter school with the skills to succeed academically. Teachers struggle to teach five-year-olds who often have language and social skills closer to those of two- and three-year-olds. It makes no sense to compare these students to those attending elite private institutions unless your intent is to demean and demoralize the students and teachers at Roosevelt and other schools in low socio-economic neighbourhoods. Unfortunately, this is precisely what takes place each year as Minister Shirley Bond releases the results of the FSAs to the Fraser Institute so that they can publish their annual school rankings. Schools such as St. George’s, a private school in Vancouver, where according to their website “admission is highly selective and students are expected to meet rigorous entrance standards” consistently rank in first place. The tuition at St. George’s is over $14,000 a year. Comparing this school to Roosevelt is, as teacher and author Mary-Ellen Lang points out, like comparing an NHL hockey team with the local men’s pick-up team. I do not imagine a ranking such as this would improve their game either. Minister Bond claims the tests are critical for parents and teachers, but critical for what, other than the FI rankings? Roosevelt never received extra funding or support for coming in last. They did watch a number of students leave their school, or new students in the community apply for cross-boundary applications to other schools based on a reputation already struggling even before what many believe was an unfair portrayal on Seven. In fact, classes are larger this fall and some have as many as seven and eight students with special needs. Overcoming the challenge of having been labelled the “worst school in BC” is a struggle for those at Roosevelt. Families with the resources to go elsewhere have, classes have increased in size with more students with special needs, financial resources to provide support have dwindled, and programs have been cut. Roosevelt has the highest staff-turnover rate in the district. Moving up a few spots in the latest rankings, Roosevelt is now considered “one of the worst” schools in BC. It is all but impossible to shed the worst label in its entirety when each year the FI rankings are published to remind everyone it is at or near the bottom. School’s such as St. George’s proudly publish their ranking results on their website, at the expense of schools like Roosevelt which is in far worse shape today than before the introduction of the FSAs. Joanna Larson teaches at Seal Cove Elementary School, Prince Rupert.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9886,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2002 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 2, Nov./Dec. 2002 Be safe out there by Maureen L. MacDonald When the spectre of unsafe learning and working conditions looms in your classroom, what do you do? File a grievance? Sure. But there’s more! There are laws that might have been violated and actions that could be used to pursue remedies. Tantalized? Read on. Is your classroom stuffed to the gunwales with more students than usual? Maybe your class exceeds the occupant load set out in the B.C. Fire Code. The area, in square metres per person, is in Table 2.7.1.3., page 24 of the B.C. Fire Code under "assembly uses" as follows: Classrooms   1.85 m² School shops and vocational rooms 9.30 m² Laboratories in schools 4.60 m² Calculating the occupant load can be a bit tricky if you have posts or fixed furniture, but start by determining the gross area of your room in square metres, and divide it by the number of people (students and staff) in the room. A class of 30 students with one teacher and one special ed assistant would require 32 x 1.85 square metres. That’s 59.2 square metres. The occupant load might even be lowered, depending on the number of exits from the room and whether or not there is a sprinkler system. If you think there might be a violation, ask for confirmation. Place the matter on the agenda of the joint health and safety committee at your school. "What joint committee?" a teacher asked me on the phone. "The joint health and safety committee that every worksite in the province is required to have under the Workers Compensation Act if there are 20 or more workers on staff," I replied. "Does my principal know this?" the teacher asked. "That’s a really good question," I said, "because not only is there a requirement for a joint committee to exist, but there are also eight hours of training for each committee member per year stipulated in the act, and the principal or vice-principal would be a member of the committee as a representative of the employer. The reps of the support staff union would also be on that committee. So your principal should know." "What does the joint committee do?" "It has 10 duties and functions listed in Section 130 of the Act," I told the caller. "For example, identify situations that may be unhealthy or unsafe for workers and advise on effective systems for responding to those situations, and consider and expeditiously deal with complaints relating to the health and safety of workers." "Does my superintendent know?" "Undoubtedly, yes." "Oh! Hmm. Where can I get a copy of those rules?" "They’re in a book called Occupational Health & Safety Regulation, Book 1 published by the Workers’ Compensation Board. Every worksite in the province is required to have it. It is an 8.5"x11" paperback with a blue cover. It says ‘Worksafe’ at the top. Have you seen it at your school?" "No. I’ll ask my principal for it. I have a lot of reading to do!" Maybe class size is not your problem. Are you concerned about the air quality in your room? Report odd smells, dust, wood chips, moldy spots on the ceiling, dirty carpets, allergic reactions, or lack of fresh air to the joint committee. That’s right. The same joint committee that was mentioned before. An inspection, as required by the WCB, will usually identify the source of the discomfort. According to WCB Regulation 3.9, unsafe or harmful conditions found in the course of an inspection must be remedied without delay. Violence could be the topic that has you worried. Is your school’s violence risk assessment up to date? WCB reg. 4.28 requires that an assessment be done. Does everybody on staff know what it says? WCB reg. 4.30 states that the employer must inform workers who may be exposed to the risk of violence, of the nature and extent of the risk. Plans need to be in place for teachers and other staff who are dealing with students with a history of violence (yes, you have a right to know the history) or identified as potentially violent. That applies to violent parents, too. You should know in advance what the policy is on restraining students, how to get help, and when to involve the police. Is a telephone or intercom in your room? It is a topic for the joint committee. Is your problem not being resolved in a timely fashion by school personnel? Escalate. Has the district health and safety committee followed up on the reports of the worksite joint committee? Has the WCB done an inspection? Ask for details. Keep a paper trail. Ultimately, you have the right to refuse unsafe work, guaranteed in WCB reg. 3.12. Take political action. Telling parents that your school gets cleaned only every second day and that the nasty airborne pathogens, the slippery mess from the goose poop on the front stairs, or the stinky vomit on the floor may bother their children today, but that those situations will be cleaned up tomorrow, should raise eyebrows and start the telephones ringing at the school board office. Parents want children to be safe from illness and injury. Spread the word. Involve your staff rep, your local president, your trustees. "There’s so much to know," said my phone buddy. "How can I be expected to learn it all?" "Never fear. Help is available," I said reassuringly. "And you don’t have to remember everything, because there are books and binders for you to use as references. The BCTF, under the auspices of the WCB, offers the eight-hour training to members of joint committees, and the school boards pay for it. The BCTF also has health and safety workshops available in the School Union Rep Training (SURT) program. Ask your local president if training has taken place yet this year. Maybe you can be a part of it." Welcome to the new reality. Together we can make schools safer for our students and ourselves. We did it before, and we can do it again. Be safe out there. Maureen L. MacDonald is a BCTF health and safety officer. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11468&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 19, Number 5, March 2007 National Child Day Monday [November 20] was National Child Day, a day that marks the adoption by the United Nations of the convention of the rights of the child. The convention details the basic human rights that children, anyone under the age of 18, are entitled to. It is a wonderful document. I would urge all members to read it because it details what our obligations as a society are to our children, including keeping them from abuse and exploitation and providing them with the protection of the state if needed. It also requires that there be assistance to parents and caregivers to make sure that children have adequate food, clothing, and housing. Wouldn’t it be wonderful if we in BC could hold our heads high and say that—as Canada, a signatory to the convention—in BC our children were getting the best possible start in life? Sadly, that’s not the case. Not in a province where one-in-four children lives below the poverty level and where elementary schools are becoming community dining rooms, serving breakfast and lunch programs, with food donated or coming from food banks. This is not just in big cities. These are our small towns and small cities: Port Hardy, where one youngster wished every day was a school day so she would never be hungry; Prince George, where kids eat at the soup kitchen. We are failing our kids by letting them go hungry. We’re failing our kids when daycare workers admit they supply the clothes for their charges that their parents cannot afford. We’re failing our kids when they are forced to live in overcrowded or unsafe homes or have no homes at all. How many teenagers are falling through the cracks, staying at friends, couch surfing, sleeping rough because there is no assistance for them? Because this is what’s happening in BC. These kids don’t see a golden decade. They don’t benefit from five great goals. But I hope that soon we will have a National Child Day where we can be proud because we have invested in our children, in our future—proud that none of them in our rich province is going without shoes in the rain, without a bed of their own, and without fear of another day of hunger. Only then should we celebrate National Child Day. — C. Trevena, Hansard, November 22, 2006)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20170418,bctf.ca,http://bctf.ca/history/ui.spinner,Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Magazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Sorry! File not found. The page requested may have been moved. Please use one of the following methods to assist you in finding the information you seek: trying using the Site Search above try our A to Z index  contact webinfo@bctf.ca to request assistance. Thank you for your patience. About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006-17 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/ResearchReports.aspx?id=10358&printPage=true,BCTF > Research Reports > 2006td02, Teacher turnover in BC, 2001–2011  	BCTF Research Reports  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Research Reports  PDF for print purposes SECTION II 2006-TD-02 Teacher turnover in BC, 2001–2011 By Colleen Hawkey, PhD BCTF Research Department Current demographic data show that overall, the education system in BC will be losing a significant pool of accumulated teacher expertise and knowledge over a short period of time. Each year for the past five years, approximately 1,500 teachers have retired. This past year (2005–06) the figure was 1,805, up by about 200 over the previous year. With about 35% of the teaching workforce between the ages of 50 and 59, and an average retirement age of 59, we can expect retirements to remain close to 2005 levels for at least the next 5 years. This means we can expect approximately 10,000 retirements over the next 5 years. However, the number of teachers retiring will not be consistent across districts. Some districts have a younger overall teaching force than others. As shown in the table, in the Greater Victoria district, for example, almost 47% of their 1,127 teachers are fifty years of age or over. By comparison, in Coquitlam 547, or 29%, of their 1,884 teachers are fifty years or older. Smaller districts experiencing similar proportions of teacher turnover may be harder hit by the loss of teacher expertise because of their smaller overall teacher numbers. For example, 27% of teachers in Stikine are fifty or over and this represents 6 out of 22 teachers. In Vancouver Island West, 23 out of 35 teachers (65.7%) are in this age group. In 2005 there were approximately 6,400 teachers (about 19%) with 5 or fewer years of teaching experience, and 1,135 teachers (about 3.4% of all teachers) with 1 or less years of teaching experience. As new teachers enter the system and more experienced teachers leave, it is important to ensure that the wealth of experience and knowledge is transferred to those entering the profession. Teacher Demographic Overview, 2005-06 Dist# District Name Teacher HC (2005-06) Teacher HC Age 50 and Over (2005-06) Teacher HC % 50 and Over 2005-06) 5 Southeast Kootenay 326 141 43.3% 6 Rocky Mountain 214 85 39.7% 8 Kootenay Lake 358 173 48.3% 10 Arrow Lakes 45 22 48.9% 19 Revelstoke 82 30 36.6% 20 Kootenay-Columbia 265 135 50.9% 22 Vernon 532 173 32.5% 23 Central Okanagan 1,198 447 37.3% 27 Cariboo-Chilcotin 384 174 45.3% 28 Quesnel 243 111 45.7% 33 Chilliwack 678 203 29.9% 34 Abbotsford 1,084 321 29.6% 35 Langley 1,101 455 41.3% 36 Surrey 3,737 1,290 34.5% 37 Delta 1,002 432 43.1% 38 Richmond 1,312 448 34.1% 39 Vancouver 3,431 1,227 35.8% 40 New Westminster 427 126 29.5% 41 Burnaby 1,518 509 33.5% 42 Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows 910 300 33.0% 43 Coquitlam 1,884 547 29.0% 44 North Vancouver 1,033 386 37.4% 45 West Vancouver 398 128 32.2% 46 Sunshine Coast 247 113 45.7% 47 Powell River 145 55 37.9% 48 Howe Sound 253 77 30.4% 49 Central Coast 27 8 29.6% 50 Haida Gwai'i/Queen Charlotte 57 17 29.8% 51 Boundary 107 43 40.2% 52 Prince Rupert 171 79 46.2% 53 Okanagan Similkameen 160 62 38.8% 54 Bulkley Valley 151 65 43.0% 57 Prince George 926 438 47.3% 58 Nicola Similkameen 167 70 41.9% 59 Peace River South 242 69 28.5% 60 Peace River North 344 94 27.3% 61 Greater Victoria 1,127 527 46.8% 62 Sooke 467 198 42.4% 63 Saanich 483 212 43.9% 64 Gulf Islands 104 60 57.7% 67 Okanagan Skaha 405 147 36.3% 68 Nanaimo-Ladysmith 851 374 43.9% 69 Qualicum 289 112 38.8% 70 Alberni 260 124 47.7% 71 Comox Valley 525 206 39.2% 72 Campbell River 372 180 48.4% 73 Kamloops-Thompson 855 349 40.8% 74 Gold Trail 122 48 39.3% 75 Mission 397 160 40.3% 78 Fraser-Cascade 137 67 48.9% 79 Cowichan Valley 542 208 38.4% 81 Fort Nelson 65 10 15.4% 82 Coast Mountains 356 142 39.9% 83 North Okanagan-Shuswap 443 184 41.5% 84 Vancouver Island West 35 23 65.7% 85 Vancouver Island North 103 48 46.6% 87 Stikine 22 6 27.3% 91 Nechako Lakes 291 80 27.5% 92 Nisga'a 40 15 37.5% 93 Conseil scolaire francophone 266 55 20.7%   Total 33,716 12,588 37.3% Source: Ministry of Education data)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/01/should-bc-teachers-get-salary-increase.html?showComment=1329502541895,Staffroom Confidential: Should BC teachers get a salary increase? Myths & Realities Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Saturday, January 7, 2012 Should BC teachers get a salary increase? Myths & Realities NOTE: There is an updated version of this post for those of you reading it in 2014! BC teachers are in contract negotiations asking for a fair deal. What do we mean by fair exactly? Teachers would like improvements in three areas: class size/composition, salary and benefits, and changes to the bargaining structure. As far as class size, we want only what was taken in 2002. We want the government to go back to the class sizes in place at that time and restore the funding so Boards can achieve this. For bargaining, we want to negotiate more items locally with our elected Boards. This facilitates diversity, community involvement, and local programs and solutions. It is not a cost item and is how teachers used to negotiate in the 1990's - very successfully. For salary and benefits, teachers want to "keep up" and "catch up". What do we mean by that? We want to keep up with inflation, and we want to catch up with Canadians in other provinces. Teachers in BC now rank 8th in salaries across Canada, despite the fact that our cost of living is one of the highest and that BC weathered the recession better than most other provinces. BC has been out of recession since 2010 and is forecasting moderate growth for the next year. Unfortunately, the government's position has and continues to be 'net zero'. The government claims that taxpayers cannot afford increases to public sector wages and that wages must remain flat because the government is running a deficit. Do these arguments make sense? Are they justified? Or should teachers receive a wage increase? Here are my answers to these questions. Myth #1: Teachers should not get a wage increase because of the government deficit Reality #1: There was no deficit when the Liberals took power in 2001. Through a series of income tax cuts and corporate tax cuts, the Liberals went from a surplus to a deficit. Yes, the recession of 2009 impacted government revenues. But not as much as tax cuts have. Moreover, the government has found plenty of money for spending when it feels the spending is a priority. There was money for the BC Place roof ($500 million). There was money for the Olympics (over $1 billion). There was money for smart meters ($900 million). There was money for new government network systems ($1.2 billion to Telus). There seems to be plenty of money for the CEO's of crown corporations like BC Ferries (David Hahn's pension value - over $10 million). The fact is that the government is using the deficit that it created as an excuse to take money away from public services and the people who provide them. The money is there. It is a matter of priorities. It is simply unfair to make one group of workers pay for a deficit created by tax cuts to other people and corporations. Private sector workers are seeing increases. Other public sector workers are seeing increases (for example, Vancouver police with 8.8% over 33 months). Why should one group be singled out? Moreover how is it fair to make middle income earners pay for tax cuts that disproportionately benefited the wealthy and corporations? It just isn't. Myth #2: The 'net zero' wage freeze is fair because it impacts all public sector workers Reality #2: Only those workers covered by the Public Sector Employer's Council are impacted, and that does not include all public sector workers. Fire fighters are not under 'net zero'. Police are not under 'net zero'. Even school Superintendents are not under 'net zero'. Nurses are not under 'net zero' because they negotiated in 2009, supposedly before the 'net zero' mandate was implemented, but certainly at the height of the recession. How is it fair that these workers can negotiate increases and other workers can't? Myth #3: BC teachers already have high salaries Reality #3: After five years of university training, BC teachers begin with a wage in the low $40's, if they are full time. Many teachers only get part time work for the first 3-5 years of their career. It takes ten years of full time work to reach the maximum salary, which is about $75,000 for most teachers. BC teachers rank 8th in Canada compared to teachers in other provinces. A teacher in BC earns on average $20,000 less than a comparably experienced teacher in Alberta and $15,000 less than one in Ontario. Yet BC has the highest cost of living and the highest housing prices in the country (http://www.theprovince.com/business/City+house+prices+continue+ascent/5943834/story.html). Myth #4: 'Net zero' isn't a pay cut, so it is fair Reality #4: In September, when the new school year began, year over year inflation was at 3.2% according to the Consumer Price Index. When teachers got their first paycheque of the year, they had 3.2% less buying power. This is what matters. This January, teachers, along with other workers, will see increases to their CPP payments, their EI premiums, and their MSP premiums. Many contracts have automatic cost of living increases, but ours does not. Without any increase, teachers will fall behind. Myth #5: Teachers are asking for too much Reality #5: Teachers want to keep up with inflation. Teachers want to catch up with their colleagues in other provinces. Teachers took four years of zero increases since 1998. Teachers traded salary for smaller class sizes and those class size provisions were later eliminated. It is perfectly reasonable to ask for cost of living increases and wage adjustments to catch up with our Canadian colleagues. Myth #6: Teachers are asking for $2 billion Reality #6: The true number is probably many times less. BCPSEA (the employer) made many erroneous assumptions in order to come up with a hyper-inflated costing number. For example, they assumed that every single teacher would take their full bereavement leave entitlement every single year. In fact, teachers often take bereavement leave once or twice a decade or once or twice in their whole career. They assumed every teacher would take extra sick days if they were available. In fact, we know from Statistics Canada that teachers take an average of 7.7 days per year which is already less than their entitlement, so increased entitlement would only be used by a small percentage of teachers who become very ill. The assumptions used by BCPSEA were unrealistic and result in highly inflated costing estimates. They are not justified and do not reflect the true cost of the proposals teachers have put forward. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 4:17 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 25 comments: AnonymousJanuary 8, 2012 at 10:00 AM Thank you for this post. I think it should be sent as "letter to the editor" to newspapers in major cities in BC to inform those who see government figures or reports and take it as truth without questioning it. Well done!ReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 8, 2012 at 1:11 PM Excellent summary of our situation. "Even school Superintendents are not under 'net zero"; SD59 Superintendant sent a letter to parents saying gross modo that we were (teachers) selfish and without social empathy toward public sector for not swallowing the "net zero" !ReplyDelete Donna in BurnabyJanuary 8, 2012 at 7:45 PM Thank you!ReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 8, 2012 at 9:09 PM Well I have come from Alberta and previous Ontario and Your teacher need to better then other provinces. You are way behind Alberta in education. My daughter in October of her grade one year knows more then mine son has in his second year at a BC school. You need to fix something in your school system because you are falling behind. In the 2 and half years my daughter has been in the BC school system she is at the same reading, writing and math. I know why people homeschool and put their kids in the private school system, the public is so broken it can't complete with the rest of Canada.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousJanuary 17, 2012 at 6:50 PM How can you tell if your children are at the same level when you cannot spell, use appropriate grammar or form a proper sentence????Delete AnonymousJanuary 26, 2012 at 8:21 PM Teachers cannot be held solely responsible for your child's lack of progress. It would appear as though you could benefit from some additional education. Where were you educated? I agree with Anonymous, learn to spell and form a proper sentence before giving your opinion on the state of education. Thanks for wasting even more of my prep time on your uneducated and ignorant point of view.Delete AnonymousFebruary 29, 2012 at 5:25 PM Wow - I think that the original author has a legitimate complaint. I have a graduate degree and I completely agree that the level of education my children have received in the public school system is deplorable. AND REALLY - if someone is illiterate or unable to formulate a sentence correctly on a blog post does that mean that his/her child does not deserve a proper education! GIVE ME A BREAK - and please refrain from making personal attacks on people who voice a contrary opinion. It only demonstrates your small mindedness.Delete Reply AnonymousJanuary 8, 2012 at 10:28 PM I think you mean: I came from Alberta and previously Ontario, and teachers in BC need to teach better than other provinces. You are much behind Alberta in terms of education. My daughter knew more in October of her grade one year than my son, who was in his second year enrolled at a BC school. You need to fix features of your school system, because you are falling behind. In the two and half years my daughter has been enrolled in the BC school system, she has remained at the same level of reading, writing and math. I now know why people homeschool their children and enroll their kids in the private school system. The public system is so broken that it can no longer complete with the rest of Canada. - A BC public school teacherReplyDelete Replies AnonymousJanuary 23, 2012 at 12:55 PM I think you mean "compete" not complete. And you're a teacher?Delete AnonymousJanuary 25, 2012 at 7:10 PM Wow. How petty. An entire paragraph is corrected with one spelling error in the final sentence and you decide to focus on it as being the "issue with teachers". What has our society come to? Signed a Fellow BC TeacherDelete AnonymousFebruary 11, 2012 at 7:19 PM I taught in Ontario before moving to BC to teach and I don't see a whole lot of difference. There are good and bad teachers in both places. In fact, BC has stricter education requirements, I had to go back to get a few more undergrad courses.Delete Reply AnonymousJanuary 9, 2012 at 7:24 AM I live in SD 59 and the letter the superintendent sent home did not say that teachers were "selfish or without social empathy." ~ParentReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 9, 2012 at 1:58 PM Quote: From superintendent SD#59: "...With regard to the strike, some of the confusing information parents are receiving sounds like the teacher's strike is about the size and composition of classes, or the resources that are available for students with special needs. That is not true. The issues around class size and resourcing have been separate and are "NOT" part of the bargaining. The full focus of the BCTF strike demands is about wages and benefits that are approaching a price tag of 3 billion dollars. That is a 75% increase, at a time in the economy that the Province has told all union the overall settlement of their bargaining cannot increase cost to the Province. Moreover, 3/4 of the public unions have settled contracts under those rules." These 2 paragraphs speak by themselves about how teachers are perceived by the superintendent.ReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 9, 2012 at 2:01 PM http://www.pssg.gov.bc.ca/psec/disclosure/disclosure10-11.htmReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 10, 2012 at 8:51 AM Please send this wonderful article to a newspaper so some of the nasty myths can be dispelled. Awesome job!ReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 25, 2012 at 4:52 PM A great letter... I agree that this should be sent to every newspaper in B.C. as well as made into an infomercial on t.v. Why wait for an election?ReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 26, 2012 at 4:23 PM Myth #7: Teachers are the only workers affected by "net zero". Reality #7: Over 16,000 members of HSA (Health Sciences Association of BC) have been crippled by the "net zero" policy. Wages for HSA members in BC are upwards of 8$ an hour less than other provinces in Canada. The last contract forced upon HSA members was highlighted by a 0% wage increase, and a loss of 1 vacation day per year. So no, teachers, you are NOT the only group of workers being forced to pay for corporate tax cuts. Were you there to support other public sector employees last year when they were trying to fight "net zero"? I didn't think so.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousJanuary 26, 2012 at 8:22 PM Agreed! I am in HSA, and sorry, but I can't support these demands by the teachers. Frustrating to me to see the 'it's not fair' comments. Sounds like children. Life isn't fair, we are a country and province in serious financial difficulty. Cuts need to be made. I absolutely support putting money into increasing numbers of teachers, and adding support teachers and SEAs . If I want to make more money, I could move to Alberta and earn $8-10 more an hour too, giving me a significant raise but I choose to live here. It's always greener on the other side, and everyone thinks they are the ones hard done by. I work 37.5 hours a week, but actually in my office 40-42 hours and I don't get overtime pay. I choose to do it because I love my job and want to do the best I can for my patients. I take classes and go to workshops to enhance my job, on my own time and I pay for it myself. I use my vacation days to attend work related conferences. HSA's contract is also set to expire and we already had 0% wage last contract. I'm not expecting any better this time around. That's life, it's not always fair. I just appreciate that I have a job that I love that pays a decent wage ( which is slightly less than a teachers wage). Maybe there are just a whole lot of teachers with very little personal job satisfaction.Delete KarenFebruary 17, 2012 at 10:15 AM Job satisfaction! Try keeping 30 students at the edge of their seats for 5 hours a day, daily!! Attend meetings(special needs, counseling-requested meetings, parent-requested meetings, department meetings, staff meetings, Health and safety meetings,etc.) mark, prepare, field phone calls, supervise, prepare report cards, participate in extra-curricular activities,answer student concerns after classes; type/prepare/photocopy learning /testing materials for students (no secretarial time for us!); mentor, clean our boards, put up our chairs, manage the learning materials in our classrooms (put away the books, clean the lab equip. fix the musical instruments, organize the gym equip., ensure safety in the woodworking/auto and metal shops etc.), put up display boards, order books/educational materials,take first aide training at our own expense, etc.) No one-to-one with down time, bells dictate our time usage (coffee break? designated lunch time? not always possible); daily emotional 'baggage' children/students bring to the classroom must be dealt with in a calm and supportive manner; AND, Administrative Officers that add to the intensity of our day. (Some are very supportive; others add to our stress by being judgmental, giving little support by keeping communication lines blurred, not making themselves available, not taking control and leading but hiding behind their desks, etc.) We earn our keep!! And, we can't go up the capitalist ladder - 'more students doesn't mean more money; it means more work!' No compensation for using our own books, driving students with our own cars (we must 'up' protection on our personal car insurance to protect them in case of an accident) We only rely on the good nature of our govt. and the public to support us. Where are you? If you think you can do the job better, for cheaper, 'step up to the plate'.Delete Reply Tara EhrckeJanuary 26, 2012 at 5:27 PM Hello Anonymous, I have always consistently opposed net zero for ANY public sector worker, not just teachers. I absolutely agree that no group or groups of public sector workers should be singled out unfairly. I also believe we should all be rejecting the wage freeze. With respect to support, teachers in my local put up picket signs when HEU was facing wage cuts and I absolutely agree we need to be supporting each other. Please see my blog posts on this subject, including HSA in particular, from last year: http://staffroomconfidential.blogspot.com/2011/02/in-labour-newswill-hsa-vote-no-campaign.html http://staffroomconfidential.blogspot.com/2011/03/why-bc-government-wage-freeze-is.html This article was reposted on an HSA member site here: http://our-union.org/2011/03/29/why-the-bc-government-wage-freeze-is-indefensible/ I also wrote about opposition to net zero from Vancouver Island University workers and Langara College workers: http://staffroomconfidential.blogspot.com/2011_03_01_archive.html http://staffroomconfidential.blogspot.com/2011/04/langara-versus-wage-freeze.htmlReplyDelete UnknownFebruary 2, 2012 at 8:21 PM Actually, the cost of the Olympics was closer to $7 billion, once you factor in the cost of the Canada Line, the Sea to Sky Highway, and the new Convention Centre. On a related note, the deficit in 2008, amortized over 3 years, stood at $3 billion.ReplyDelete AnonymousFebruary 12, 2012 at 10:43 AM I am a parent in SD#35 and I am so impressed with my children's school and with the hard work that most of the teachers and adminstrators put in at that school. They are still getting a quality education, even throughout job action.The teachers are commincating with my husband and I on their academic progress, and my daughter is on the Grade Six basketball team which practices after school and at noon hour 3 times a week! I support a wage increases for my children's teachers because I want them to be able to keep up with inflation and be paid what professionals make in other provinces. We need to pay our teachers and other public sector employees what they deserve, or els in the future, we will not attract good people into these professions or be able to keep them in our province. Isnt this what is happening in the nursing industry? The Lower mainland is one of the most expensive places to live and we have to face the fact that if we want an educated community, then we have to willing to pay for it. A concerned parentReplyDelete AnonymousFebruary 24, 2012 at 4:00 PM I am a parent in south Delta and I must say that I am impressed with the communication that we have been receiving from my son's teachers at Delta Secondary. I think that teachers should get a raise at least to the level of inflation, but with all due respect to teachers, I cannot see where or how you feel that you should receive large increases. You are I think quite fairly paid for your job and you do not have the very real pressure for measurable performance that so many in the private sector face. Having said that, those people in the private sector are not getting the types of raises you are asking for and many of them would be happy with just getting at or near the inflation rate this year. I think that if you want to be paid very well then you will need to get into the private sector where you will face much more performance pressure, you will have 3-4 weeks off per year, there will be no such thing as overtime pay if you are salaried and if you don't perform adquately or well, you will faced with possible termination. You will have no effective job security unless you perform. So I think you have it quite good, better than anyone I can think of in most respects, with the exception of pay, which as I said I think is quite fair. I say this with great respect for your profession.ReplyDelete AnonymousFebruary 25, 2012 at 10:37 AM I am a very excited Teacher Candidate that will finish my Bachelors of Education this year. I am interested in this profession because I love it! However, my student loans are over 30 grand and I do not own a car, or a house. I am repeatedly being told that there are few jobs out there and the ones that are out there pay significantly less than a retail job I held before my Bachelor's degrees (per hour). I keep my optimism up because I know I am going to be fantastic at this job but it is hard to look past the fact that I will not be able to afford a house, a car and raise children on my income any time soon. Thank-you current teachers for fighting for those of us who want to join your ranks!ReplyDelete AnonymousFebruary 28, 2012 at 8:10 AM Great article Tara. And a great big THANK YOU for all of your hard work!ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ▼  January (13) How to reduce income inequality BC Schools: A decade of choice, a decade of declin... What is fair and reasonable? Twitter tale - Consultation, Minister Abbott style... Alberta teachers in negotiations BCTF presents reduced set of proposals School boards discuss 'net zero' Will grouping by ability mean re-segregation? BC teachers describe workload issues at bargaining... BC public sector enters 2012 bargaining Superintendent of Greater Victoria received 10% wa... Should BC teachers get a salary increase? Myths & ... A year in review: waking the sleeping giant ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=14120,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > March 1997 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 9, Number 5, March 1997 Corporate sponsorship by Chris Bocking In these days of shrinking education budgets, it is tempting for teachers to accept "free" curricular materials from any source whatsoever. Beware. "You don't get something for nothing." Materials sponsored by corporations are generally glossy, attractive, and convenient. Students may be absorbing corporate values and consumer values developed by marketers along with the lesson objectives. A decline in brand loyalty among adults has corporations targeting children aged two to 12 as consumers-in-training, educator Heather-jane Robertson told delegates to a recent national conference on child welfare. She warned of the dangers in allowing businesses to sponsor school activities, in some cases to the extent of setting curriculum. For example, said Robertson, in British Columbia the Royal Bank has set up a "life skills" course that teaches students about registered retirement savings plans, among other topics. "The question of what is worth knowing (curriculum) is something to be debated throughout society, not to be set by a bank," said Robertson. "It is a public concern." We are the primary filters for our students, at least for the six hours they are with us each school day. A glance south of the border demonstrates what can happen when educators go further down the corporate path. School buses display large 7-UP signs. Algebra books support bright Nike covers. Rhoda Karpatkin and Anita Holmes, of Consumers Union, claim that "more and more of education is becoming ad-financed, with equipment and even hard cash being "given" to [American] schools, courtesy of advertisers with something to sell the students or their families." Companies are eager to take advantage of the "captive television audience" feature of Whittle Communications' newscast. Channel One is a 12-minute, closed circuit newscast with two minutes of commercials. "Research now indicates that the broadcast contributes little to students' understanding of current events. However, it has made a lot of money for Whittle Communications," said Alex Molnar, a professor at the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee. Channel One commercials have a profound effect on children, according to a University of Missouri- Columbia professor. "Repetition, testimonials, bandwagon appeals, and highly synthesized music and imagery are classic propaganda techniques," said Roy Fox. Commercials on Channel One cost twice as much as those on prime-time network news, claimed Fox. The hundreds of commercials aired bring in more than $100 million each year. Canadian teachers and parents have resisted pressure to include commercials in classroom viewing. A proposal for a newscast by the Youth News Network, which would include two-and-a-half minutes of advertising in its 15-minute program, was turned down by Alberta and Ontario. Custodial workers in Edmonton schools endorsed a boycott of Nike products by sending letters of complaint to the local school board, politicians, and the Edmonton Oilers hockey club. Nike is the corporate sponsor of the joint school board/recreation department/Edmonton Oiler street-hockey program. "Nike is being hypocritical in its support of children's programs in Edmonton public schools while exploiting child labour in its shoe factories in Asia," said Doug Luellman, head of the custodians' local union. Teachers need to be aware of the potential impact business can have in their classrooms. Preparing the students in our care for a future of satisfying corporate appetites for profit is not in our job description. Chris Bocking teaches at Deep Cove Elementary School, Saanichton, and is a member of the Teacher Newsmagazine Advisory Board. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13716,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 1997 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 10, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 1997 Globalization MAI threatens values on which public education is based by Larry Kuehn New international trade liberalization agreements appear at frequent intervals these days. The latest to grab attention is the MAI—the Multilateral Agreement on Investment. At one time, teachers could ignore international trade agreements as either irrelevant or something to be covered in social studies, time permitting. Globalization has changed this. International politicians and businesses see education as integral to international economic competition. More and more national and international tests are imposed on the schools, and we are seeing in Canada “pan-Canadian” curriculum initiatives that reduce the influence of teachers in each province on what they are asked to teach. For Canadians, trade liberalization and globalization became visible when the Canada-U.S. Free Trade Agreement and then NAFTA were negotiated. Throughout the process, news stories provided some focus on what was being negotiated. After agreements had been reached by the negotiators, we heard public debate during the federal elections of 1988 and 1993. We now see the results of those agreements. The economy has gone through substantial dislocation and readjustment. Despite promises of jobs, unemployment has stayed near 10%. While multinational corporations have become bigger and more influential, governments have lost influence. We have seen cuts to public spending, including losses in per capita spending on education. Teachers across Canada have seen deteriorating conditions in their classrooms. The Multilateral Agreement on Investment carries those directions even further. The Canada-U.S. Agreement and NAFTA were at least debated publicly, but the very fact that MAI negotiations are going on was, until recently, kept a secret. “Whistle-blowers,” not governments, revealed the secret. MAI negotiations have been taking place within the Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD), a forum for the 29 most developed and most wealthy countries. They are taking key concepts developed in NAFTA and extending both the scope and the number of countries affected. Maude Barlow, of the Council of Canadians, calls the MAI “NAFTA on steroids.” The MAI, as it is framed in the current draft, will extend the principle of “national treatment” to the multinational corporations of all 29 OECD countries. This means that a government cannot favour local companies or give preference to local workers in access to jobs. For example, the B.C. government’s policy of pushing companies to create value-added jobs in the forest industry in return for access to publicly owned forest resources could be prohibited. A government adopting such policies could be sued by a multinational corporation, and taxpayers forced to pay it the profits the corporation might have made had the government not favored local workers. International trade liberalization policies increase income gaps between countries and within countries. Those policies are limiting the capacity of governments to act on behalf of their citizens. The MAI is a challenge to democracy when government takes part in a process kept secret from its citizens, even though that process may have a major impact on their lives. Because of this breach of the fundamental principles of democracy—citizens should be aware of and be able to debate policies that are proposed— many people are calling for government acknowledgment of the MAI and an open public debate on whether Canada should agree to the MAI. That is the substance of a petition the BCTF has circulated to locals, with encouragement for members to sign it. A fundamental purpose of the public education system is to prepare young people to participate in a democratic society. When democratic rights are threatened—rights to know about what government is agreeing to and to debate whether it should—then one of the key elements of public education is under challenge as well. Larry Kuehn is director of the BCTF’s Research and Technology Division. CHILD LABOUR No time to go to school A woman who was once a child domestic worker describes the life she led: “You play with the employer’s children, but if anything goes wrong, it’s your fault. The employer’s children go to school; you get no schooling. Your employer may beat you up or threaten to send you back if you don’t do as you are told or come up to his expectations. Your room is hot and cramped. The work is totally isolating. You feel desperate. There is no pleasure. You often go out, but in your uniform and to look after children. You are always with the family, but you don’t participate. You miss your family; I cried a lot when I left my home.” Some 250 million children between the ages of 5 and 14 are currently working, according to the International Labour Office (ILO). Of that total, some 120 million children are working full time. Some 61% of child workers (153 million) are in Asia, 32% in Africa, and 7% in Latin America. Child labour also exits in many industrialized countries, including Italy, Portugal, the United Kingdom, and the United States. The problem is also emerging in the many East European countries making the transition to a market economy. The suffering of these children takes many forms. In developing countries, as many as 90% of working children in rural areas are engaged in agriculture or related activities. In the manufacturing sector, including glassworks, brick kilns, mines, and carpet weaving, millions of children work in slavelike conditions, enduring long hours, dangerous chemicals, heavy loads, and operating noisy, dangerous machinery. In the service sector, tens of millions of children, especially girls, work long hours as unpaid domestic servants, while others pursue street trade and petty services. Crime and poverty force millions more children into prostitution, pornography, drug dealing, and other illicit activities. Children may be physically crippled by being forced to work at too young an age. For example, a large-scale ILO survey in the Philippines found that more than 60% of working children were exposed to chemical and biological hazards, and that 40% suffered serious injuries or illnesses. Girls, because of their employment in households, work longer hours per day than do boys, and they receive less schooling than boys do. Girls are also more vulnerable than boys to sexual abuse and its consequences. Boys suffer more injuries from carrying weights too heavy for their age and stage of physical development. Children put to work in the agricultural sector are often exposed to hazardous biological and chemical agents. Mortality among Sri Lankan child farm workers from pesticide poisoning is greater than mortality from a combination of childhood diseases. Child miners work long hours with inadequate protective equipment, clothing, or training. Mining hazards include exposure to dusts, gases, and fumes that cause respiratory diseases. Forced labour of children The practice of slavery is often underground, but the ILO reports that children are still being sold outright. In other examples, landlords buy child workers from their tenants, or labour contractors pay rural families in advance to take their children away to work at carpet-weaving, glass manufacturing, or prostitution. Child slavery of this type has long existed in Southeast Asia and West Africa, despite vigorous official denials. The commercial sexual exploitation of children is on the increase, even though it has become an issue of global concern in recent years. A million children in Asia alone are victims of the sex trade. European countries were recently in the spotlight when pedophile networks were exposed. Australia, Canada, Germany, France, and Sweden, among others, have developed laws enabling the instigation of criminal proceedings against their citizens who have committed acts of pedophilia while abroad. Five million domestic child workers in Indonesia The employment of children in domestic service is widespread throughout developing countries, with employers in cities recruiting children from rural villages through family, friends, and contacts. Violence and sexual abuse are among the most serious and frightening hazards for children who work in domestic service. Indonesia has five million child domestic workers. In Brazil, 22% of all working children are in domestic service, and in Venezuela, 60% of all working girls between the ages of 10 and 14 are in domestic service. Children as young as three are reported to work Child labour in ceramics and glass factories is common in Asia, but child labour can also be found in other regions. Children must carry loads of molten glass from tank furnaces that reach temperatures of 1500–1800?C. The noise level from glass-pressing machines can be 100 decibels or more, causing hearing impairment. Children as young as three years of age work in match factories in unventilated rooms where they are exposed to dust, fumes, vapours, and air-borne concentrations of hazardous substances. In many Asian countries, especially Myanmar (Burma), Indonesia, the Philippines, and Thailand, children work in muro-ami fishing, deep-sea diving without the use of protective equipment. In the water for up to 12 hours, dozens of children die or are injured each year from drowning, decompression illness, or other accidents. Trade unions, NGOs, and international institutions try to focus attention on the invisibility of endangered children. “It is a matter of out of sight, out of mind. Working children are often not readily visible, and governments forget about them,” says Rosslyn Noonan, EI trade union and human rights co-ordinator. Source: Education International, Vol. 5, No. 5, September 1997. Child-labour myths Child labour exists only in poor countries. Child labour exists in the United Kingdom, where between 15% and 26% of 11-year-old children work. Child labour will never be eradicated as long as poverty remains. Wrong. There are many solutions, even when poverty is present. Child labour is, above all, found in export-oriented sectors. In reality, this sector represents only 5%. Source: UNICEF Corporate sponsorship by Wayne Turner Having ground rules governing corporate and business involvement in our public-education system is critical if boards, schools, and teachers are not to be seduced by corporate funding. All our schools have needs that are not funded by government. Unfortunately, corporate funding often comes with strings attached—strings that can violate many of our most highly held principles. Lest anyone doubt the reality behind corporate involvement in our schools, consider: In many parts of North America, including Canada, a major manufacturer of computers has made free hardware available to schools, on the condition that the corporation’s information-technology curriculum be adopted by the schools receiving the equipment. Last summer, Carol Rimmer, a Kamloops teacher, while in attendance at SFU, was part of a class that received an introduction to a CD-ROM developed jointly by SFU and a corporate sponsor. The topic: Prime Ministers of Canada. Carol’s question regarding who had exercised final editorial authority over the emphasis and content was answered: Final editorial control was exercised by the corporate sponsor. Vending machines emblazoned with corporate advertising are a common sight in most schools. The CEO of Prism Communications comments, “They aren’t so much children as what I like to call ‘evolving consumers’.” An advertising firm is promoting to its potential corporate clients that “a well-designed educational initiative is a vital cornerstone for a corporation’s marketing strategy because it allows the corporation to directly influence today’s consumer and the future workforce.” A corporate magazine cites the school setting, for corporate sponsors, as particularly effective for targeting students, because the classroom is “a positive and credible environment that kids love and adults trust.” Lehman Brothers, a U.S. investment house, produces a major report to its clients citing the privatization of education as the next hot investment opportunity. The corporate world is targeting schools and the motives of corporations are not altruistic. Corporations want to be involved in schools to gain access to our students through advertising. The BCTF has developed policies that address the dangers of unchecked corporate sponsorship. The policies recognize the reality of some corporate presence in our schools while, at the same time, express our very real concerns for principles we hold. We have to recognize that children are vulnerable. Schools should remain, as much as possible, free of what Neil Postmen has called the god of consumerism. We have no quarrel with freely donated, no-strings-attached, altruistic donations of funds and educationally sound goods and services. We ask only that all corporate involvement be examined through a lens that protects children from undue influence, ensures equity of opportunity for all children in all schools, does not create a public-education system reliant on private corporate funding, and preserves the integrity of the learning environment. Wayne Turner is president of Kamloops Thompson Teachers’ Association and a member of the Teacher Newsmagazine Advisory Board. 9.E.21—BCTF guidelines for education/business partnerships Education–business partnerships, informal or formal, should be entered into only when the following conditions are met: a. Programs of corporate involvement meets an individual educational need, not a commercial motive. b. Ethical standards that protect the welfare of students and the integrity of the learning environment are agreed to and followed by all parties. c. Sponsored teaching resources and materials are evaluated for bias before they are used, and teachers retain discretion in the use of the materials; sponsored and donated materials are held to the same standards used for the selection and purchase of curriculum materials. d. Corporate involvement does not require students to observe, listen to, or read advertising. Sponsor recognition and corporate logos are for identification rather than commercial purposes, and therefore must be kept to a minimum. e. Corporate involvement does not increase inequality in the education system. f. Partnership agreements are reached after full discussion involving participating school staff, parent representatives, and the prospective partner, and any agreements are open as public information. g. Partnership agreements are for a limited period of time. h. All partnership agreements are systematically evaluated. i. Teacher and student participation in partnerships is voluntary. Corporate sponsorship and the goals of public education “As a parent, I sent my children to school to develop their skills in literacy, numeracy, the arts, sciences, citizenship, and critical thinking. I do not send them to school as fodder for privately owned corporations and businesses to be inculcated into thinking that consumerism is one of their responsibilities. “As a public-school teacher in Kamloops and an activist in local and provincial teacher organizations, I believe the public trusts me to develop many of the skills mentioned above. I do not believe the public sends young vulnerable children to public schools to be influenced by private corporations and businesses. Public schools should meet the needs of the public not privately owned, profit-driven corporations and businesses. I think it is inappropriate for a public-school system to violate the trust placed in it by the public, parents, citizens, and young children to meet the needs of profit-driven private interests. – Rick Turner Pencils and notebooks for Cuba’s children At the end of each school year in British Columbia, teachers and students pack up books and recycle paper. At the end of each school year in Cuba, teachers and students busily erase lessons from workbooks to get them ready for use by next year’s class. Erasing notebooks? Yes, indeed. Since the collapse of the Soviet Union in the late 1980s, Cuba has undergone a severe economic restructuring, which has made such sacrifices necessary. In Cuba, education has a very special place. Since the revolution of 1959, Cuba has made education one of its highest priorities, and the results have been impressive. Illiteracy is estimated to be below 2%, and an estimated 3 million students are enrolled in the formal education system. But Cuba has gone beyond the compulsory educational system to try to make learning a life-long process. An estimated 40% of the total population of 11 million is registered in one kind of educational course or another. And the educational system is free for all citizens, up to and including university. In Cuba, education is still a right, not a privilege. These achievements are all the more impressive because Cuba still has to contend with one of the longest and most ferocious blockades in world history. The U.S. not only blocks commercial relations between Cuba and other countries but also the delivery of essential medical equipment for the Cuban health system. The BCTF recently established a relationship with the Cuban teachers, and a representative of their union, Margarita Rodriguez, visited our Summer Conference. Her presentation of conditions in Cuba moved the participants, and the Executive Committee recently passed a motion to support the collection of school supplies for Cuban children. The collection will be for new notebooks and pencils only. It will take place December 1–5, 1997. Teachers are invited to encourage their students to bring a donation to this worthy campaign. To make the collection campaign a learning experience, the Federation is preparing some classroom materials on Cuba for different grade levels. Teachers are free to develop their own lessons, of course. The Cuban teachers are also preparing profiles on the schools and students who will receive the donated goods, and the profile will be sent to all schools with the classroom materials in November. Goods collected will be sent to the BCTF offices on December 5 for sorting and shipping to Cuba before Christmas. Please make this collection campaign a part of Christmas efforts in your school. Keep Cuban students learning! This project is supported by the federal government through the Canadian International Development Agency. Would you like to visit schools in Cuba? Teachers visiting Cuba over the December holiday can visit schools through a program organized by the education union, SNTECD. With the support of the Canadian International Development Agency, the BCTF has developed a working relationship with the Cuban education union. The Cuban union will organize school visits for B.C. teachers and their families who are on holiday in Cuba during December. The visits are scheduled for December 26. All those interested in participating should arrange their own transportation (probably taxi) to the office of the SNTECD for 09:00 on December 26. The address is San Carlos & Penalver, CTC Nacional 4to Piso, Havana. Be prepared to pay for your own lunch. A donation of some new notebooks and pencils would be a gracious gesture as well. If you are going to Cuba and want to take advantage of this opportunity, you must register with Leona Dolan, BCTF International Solidarity Program, (604) 871-2250, 1-800-663-9163, F: (604) 871-2294, ldolan@bctf.ca. – Larry Kuehn Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2013_09_01_archive.html,Staffroom Confidential: September 2013 Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Wednesday, September 18, 2013 Women's rights under attack from School District policy In 2011, the Greater Victoria Teachers’ Association filed a grievance because five women who had contracts with the School Board were denied their maternity benefits. We went to an arbitration hearing, and we were successful. In response, the School Board decided to change their policy. Since they had to pay benefits, they would find a way to not give work to these teachers. They informed teachers, via their union, that they planned to refuse temporary contract work to any teacher who could not be “available” for at least half the length of the contract. Let’s unpack this a bit. Who applies for these temporary contracts? All temporary work is awarded to qualified teachers already employed by the District on the basis of their aggregate length of service – the number of years they have worked for the District already. So although these contracts are temporary – lasting one year or less – the teachers applying for them are anything but temporary. In fact, they must have sufficient service records to be awarded the jobs. Typically these are District employees with three to five years of service with the District already. Let’s compare what would happen with several different teachers, applying for a job. Teacher one is not pregnant, and not a parent. They apply and get the job. Teacher two is a male teacher whose wife is pregnant. He has five years service with the District. He plans on taking ten weeks of parental leave. If he applies for a contract of twenty weeks or more, he would get the job.Otherwise, he would not. Teacher three is a female teacher who is pregnant. She has worked four consecutive temporary contracts in a row and has five years of service with the District. She is due October 15th and is denied the position due to her “unavailability”. She loses income, top-up benefits, seniority accrual, pay step accrual and extended dental and health benefits, and pension benefits. Is this fair? Clearly not. Each of these teachers has the same level of service with the District. They are equally committed to their profession and their employer and the children they teach. But they are treated differently on the basis of family status and on the basis of sex. This is the definition of discrimination in the Charter of Rights and the BC Human Rights Code, which reads: Discrimination in employment 13  (1) A person must not (a) refuse to employ or refuse to continue to employ a person, or (b) discriminate against a person regarding employment or any term or condition of employment because of the race, colour, ancestry, place of origin, political belief, religion, marital status, family status, physical or mental disability, sex, sexual orientation or age of that person or because that person has been convicted of a criminal or summary conviction offence that is unrelated to the employment or to the intended employment of that person. If this policy is implemented, the ONLY teachers who will be ineligle for work (who the District will "refuse to employ") are parents (family status) and pregnant women (sex). The District claims the policy is meant to address “classroom disruption”. Is this really their rationale? First, most classroom disruption comes from sources other than pregnancy & parental leaves. Overcrowded classrooms, teachers on stress leave, educational assistants who are not replaced when ill, staffing classrooms in September – these are all causes of considerable disruption to the learning environment. However, for the rare occasion where a classroom has already had several teachers due to illnesses and/or pregnancy leaves (the only leaves allowed mid-year) and a pregnant teacher applies, there is an easy solution. Give the teacher the job, but place her in a different setting until the time of her leave. This prevents disruption AND respects women's and parents rights to take pregnancy and parental leaves. This is called a “workplace accommodation” and is the required method for employers to deal with situations where there is genuine (not simply perceived or anticipated) impact on service provision. Unfortunately, the District did not choose this approach. Their choice reveals another motive. They don’t want to pay the benefits. While every School District is under stress from underfunding, it is simply wrong to suggest that one group should bear the brunt and that the group should be identified by family status or sex. In fact, when maternity leave was first instituted, many employers cried foul upset at the costs to hire and train replacements. Yes, there is a cost to being fair and non-discriminatory. This is the choice we have made as a society to ensure equal rights for everyone. Why should female teachers and parents who work for School District 61 not be afforded this same protection? Do they not deserve the same equal treatment as other women workers? The underlying sexism of this policy and some of the reasoning behind it has come through in some of the comments made by administrators and even by the Editor of the Times Colonist. Lori Burley, Principal, stated “that most parents understand if someone gets sick, but when their son or daughter is repeatedly getting a new teacher throughout the year, they begin to lose patience, particularly if the child is struggling.” So it is understandable to be ill, but not understandable to be pregnant? Is she saying that a struggling child who experiences teacher turnover due to a stress leave is OK, but due to a pregnancy is not OK? Is this the position of the Principals and Vice Principals Association? Dave Obee, the editor of the Times Colonist stated: “But it’s not a question of the district denying a woman a position because she is pregnant; it’s asking a teacher to think beyond her own interests by not applying for a job she knows she can’t complete.” Hmm. A woman in any other profession is entitled to leaves, but women who are teachers should refrain from either having children or working? You can have children OR work, but not both? Or does he mean ALL women should not apply for jobs if they plan on having children? Women who have children don’t belong in the workplace? A wealth of literature indicates how women remain disadvantaged in the workplace: fewer women in high paid positions, lower wages (still only about 80 cents on the dollar), the wage gap due to pregnancy/parental leaves, fewer promotions.  School District 61 should not be contributing to these statistics by deliberately instituting policies that will have a direct impact on female employees who have children. If a female teacher in School District 61 had three children and lost full year temporary positions for each one of them she would not only lose the benefits for those three years, but she would take three years longer to reach the top of the salary grid and she would lose three years of pensionable time – that is 8% of her pension. Who are these women and fathers who will be impacted? Known in some circles as “generation squeeze” they are the twenty and thirty somethings who are facing every other financial hardship of this generation – high debt load, shrinking job opportunities, caring for elderly parents, low interest rates, shrinking pensions and zero wage increases. The last thing they should have to face is attacks on their maternity benefits. They are about 20% of the teaching force in Victoria. They are committed and hardworking teachers. They care about children, including their own. When the only teachers "unavailable" are the pregnant moms and the parents taking leave, you have a policy that discriminates based on sex and family status. This policy is simply old fashioned no-nonsense sexism – a woman’s place is in the home. Parents, don't expect to work as well as care for your children. Is this really the state of affairs for schools in the 21st century? Sign the petition: http://www.change.org/en-CA/petitions/school-trustees-of-greater-victoria-stop-discrimination-against-teachers-taking-pregnancy-parental-leaves Media coverage of this story: http://www.timescolonist.com/trustee-horrified-by-school-district-s-stance-on-pregnant-temporary-teachers-1.628600 http://www.timescolonist.com/opinion/editorial-compromise-on-maternity-leave-1.626709 http://www.timescolonist.com/petition-backs-substitute-teachers-right-to-pregnancy-1.626951 Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 11:33 AM No comments: Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest Newer Posts Older Posts Home Subscribe to: Posts (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts All Comments Atom All Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ▼  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ▼  September (1) Women's rights under attack from School District p... ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=17570,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 5, March 2009  Classified ads TRAVEL VACATION GULF ISLANDS Deluxe waterfront cottage, 1 bd./sleeps 4, winter and summer rates, call Alma 250-629-3008, www.ainsliepointcottage.com WHISTLER Condo. Sleeps 4, views, close to village, 604-943-9423, preddyplace@telus.net. WHISTLER condo, 2 bd. sleeps 6, quiet family area, 10 min. to village. All amen., F/P, jetted tub, etc. Rates from $100 to $225/night depending on duration and season. Ron 604-988-8231, rhsargent@shaw.ca QUEEN CHARLOTTE ISLANDS/ HAIDA GWAII Fabulous “mothership” kayaking, wilderness adventure, unforgettable experiences. 1-888-559-8317, www.TourHaidaGwaii.com FRANCE. Ultimate vacations, privately owned, beautiful furn. 1 bd. central Paris. Provence lovely furn. house close to Avignon. Wkly/mthly. 604-738-1876, 604-298-3904, irene.roland@gmail.com, www.ultimateparis.com MAZATLAN, MEXICO 2 bdrm, 2 bath, condo. Sleeps 4, pool, tennis, 3 blks to beach. Teacher owned, reasonable rates. 604-733-6184, cell: 604-418-7967, leilade@shaw.ca TREKKING. Interested in trekking in Nepal, Tibet, India, or Bhutan? Check out Responsible Adventures at www.notjusttreks.com for great treks at great prices. CABO 2 bdrm. 2 bath on spectacular bay. Web page: www.cabocondo.ca SUN PEAKS RESORT Stone’s Throw Unit 49, Luxurious brand new condo 2bd/2bath sleeps 5, ski-in-ski-out, Mountain Views, Private hot tub, F/P, BBQ, 6 appliances, Plasma TVs. Free Wireless Internet. All amenities. NS/NP. To reserve call 1-888-240-2402 or go to www.stonesthrow49.directvacations.com MAUI Privately owned, beautiful fully furn. 2 bd., 2 bath condo across from Kamaole beaches. Great complex, Great location. 250-598-6955, F: 250-598-6965. WHISTLER Blackcomb benchlands, ski in/out, pool, hot tubs, beautifully equiipped, sleeps 5, Internet secure, parking. www.at-blackcomb.com, 604-929-6589. DISCOVER RURAL FRANCE on Two Wheels—easy-going routes meander through France’s scenic landscapes with little traffic so inexperienced cyclists can pedal at a carefree pace. Farmhouse style accom. with regional cuisine and local wines. Guided by enthusiastic retired Francophile teacher. Explore enchanting chateaux in the Loire; prehistoric treasures in the Dordogne; or the rolling vineyards of Burgundy. Destinations by Design Travel Ltd. (BC Reg 39159) 1-888-703-0163, www.destinationsbydesign.ca, shelagh@destinationsbydesign.ca FRANCE FRANCE 2009 Holiday rental well renovated stone houses in ancient vineyard village, SW France, great walking, cycling, food, wine. C$698/ C$916 week per family, U 18, e-mail: mjcapper@hotmail.com, Visit www.ourhouseinfrance.com.au WHISTLER Bed & Breakfast. Closest to the village! 1-877-932-5547, www.hausstephanie.com. PUERTO VALLARTA bright & quiet 1 bdrm, 2 blks from beach, downtown, reasonable wkly/mnthly rates. 604-608-4268, dbemc@hotmail.com  GABRIOLA ISLAND BC. 2 bdrm. cottage, private, fully equipped, starting $900/mo. or $450/wk. no taxes, 250-247-9883, www.gabriolacottage.netfirms.com, boysen@shaw.ca BLACKCOMB Luxury 2 bdrm/loft, 3 bath, sleeps 8, ski-in/ski-out, 604-940-0156. SOUTH-WEST FRANCE Village house to rent in charming bastide town near Bordeaux. www.4rueduloup.com WHISTLER Creekside 3 bdrm townhouse for rent, sleeps 6-8 comfortably. 2 bath. 604-535-9315. DEEP BAY Waterfront 2 bdrm cottage, Deep Bay, Vancouver Island, overlooking Denman, Hornby Islands. Relaxing, private. Sleeps 4-6 people, N/S, N/P. Avail. June to Sept. 604-939-0121 or chuck_denison@telus.net NEED A BREAK? See China for Free and Teach English. 10 wks. teaching Conversational English. Return flight, accommodation and meal allowance provided free. Contact grahammul@canadatj.com PUERTO VALLARTA. Brand new condo, 3 bdrm, 3 bath, pool & BBQ club, 2 blks from beach, 25 min. to downtown Puerto Vallarta. Only $100 US per night. For pictures, e-mail us at ranchito1@yahoo.com  SOUTHERN FRANCE is waiting for you. Wonderful 17th century farmhouse. 3 bdrm., 2 bath, fully equipped. Tranquil setting located in historic wine area. Contact: AnneLouise McFarland 250-665-6733, almcfarland@shaw.ca OKANAGAN COTTAGE for rent on Okanagan Lake, near Kelowna. Sleeps 6. Private beach and dock. $1000/wk. To view go to www.carrsareus.com PARKSVILLE BC, 2 bdrm, 2 bath, modern fully furnished townhouse, N/S, N/P, monthly rentals only. Close to beach, golf, hiking, skiing. emcvie@yahoo.com, 250-477-2898. PALM DESERT Townhouse/Marriott Desert Springs Resort. March 28-April 4. Beautiful luxury accommodation on gorgeous championship golf course, world class tennis program w 20 crts (grass, hard-tru, clay), fabulous European Health spa, 6 pools, full access to all adjoining hotel amenities. Resort photos at desertspringsresort. com. Master unit sleeps 4, full kitchen, F/P, BBQ, Internet. Owner rental. Huge discount. Lock off Guest Suite unit also available. Cell 604-338-9823. GUANAJUATO, MEXICO 3 bdrm, 3 bath house. Near university, reasonable rates. Contact sundowners2@hotmail.com, 604-619-9927. PENDER ISLAND. 3-year “new” cottage at Otter Bay on Pender Island. 1 bdrm + loft. Sleeps 6. Spring/summer rates. Call Cheryl 604-597-4262. RENT/EXCHANGE VANCOUVER Clean, bright, quiet, centrally located condos at Robson & Bute. 1 bdrm. $95. Daily/wkly/mthly rates. 604-608-4268, dbemc@hotmail.com COMOX BC Large West Coast furnished home. Quiet cul-de-sac. Walk to ocean/golf/town. Avail. July 1, 2009 to January 15, 2010. jnijhoff@telus.net, 250-339-2265. VICTORIA Wanting to rent in Victoria: small house (2-3 bdrm) for the month of July 2009. Prefer the university area. Please contact Kathleen at smithfam4@shaw.ca VANCOUVER “Yaletown Luxury Studio” Fully furnished and available for July & August, weekly/monthly. Secure underground parking, indoor pool/ fitness. Walking distance to all downtown amenities. Call: 604-626-8523. To view: www.imambo.com/getaway KELOWNA Large, beautiful townhome available July & August. Furnished. Near lake. $1250/mo. includes utilities, phone & internet. 250-762-7850. OCEAN PARK, South Surrey, new 1 bdrm. suite for rent, full bath, F/P, heated tiles, all utilities incl. N/P, N/S. $950/mo. 604-535-9315. RICHMOND. July & August: 700 sq.ft., 1 bdrm & den townhouse, private garage, $900/mo. 5 min to airport & shops, 30 min to UBC & Van. N/S contact myers_m@sd36.bc.ca for more info. VANCOUVER 1 bdrm. apartment near beach for the summer. 604-737-7181 or email daphnoucho@hotmail.com CHILLIWACK perfect house, 2 bdrm., 1 bath, 1100sq.ft. orig. hardwood, F/P, 5 apps. N/S, small pets ok. $1150/mo. + util. very clean. Superb neighbors, call 604-792-7935. MISCELLANEOUS SCHOOL TATTOOS 1000 tattoos with your school’s logo $149. Great for school spirit, teams or fundraising. Visit www.schooltattoos.ca or e-mail info@schooltattoos.ca or tel/fax 613-567-2636. www.edpro.org—Pro-d opportunities, by educators, for educators. LEARN TO WALK ON WATER. Field trips, educational material to liven up your curriculum. Contact Burns Bog Conservation Society. 604-572-0373, 1-888-850-6264. TEACHERS’ TUTORING SERVICE needs tutors. BCCT teachers. Lower Mainland K-12, all subjects, flexible hours, good rates. 604-730-3410, teacher@tutor.bc.ca, www.tutor.bc.ca SIMPLY THE BEST WAY to find a tutor! Connecting tutors with students, come see our new look at www.findAtutor.ca. PACIFIC GARDENS COHOUSING is a new, environmentally friendly community in Nanaimo on a spectacular 4.37 acre property close to downtown. Enjoy a strong sense of community, social interaction and over 8000 sq.ft. of common amenities. Call 250-754-3060 for more information or visit us at www.pacificgardens.ca ESL TUTOR. 604-329-1788, www.englishsolutionsvancouver.com RETIRING SOON? Join the B.C. Retired Teachers' Association with 42 branches around the province. Services to members: guarding members’ interests, promoting members’ welfare, and preserving education heritage. For more information, go to www.bcrta.ca or call 604-871-2260, 1-877-683-2243. IN-HOME TUTORING agency needs certified teachers for Grade 1–12 (all subjects) for Lower Mainland, Campbell River, Comox Valley. www.schooliseasy.com. Forward résumé to susan@schooliseasy.com, or fax 604-439-1795, or phone 604-439-1790, toll free 1-877-787-5854. PRO-D PRESENTATIONS that revitalize your teaching skills in creative writing. Professional speaker and author, Julie H. Ferguson has changed the way over 4000 teachers approach writing across the ability spectrum. Her highly acclaimed sessions for reluctant to talented writers harmonize current brain- and evidence-based research with professional writing tips and give teachers practical tools to improve their students’ performance. Visit www.beaconlit.com/Teacherworkshops.htm then call 604-469-1319 or e-mail info@beaconlit.com to book Julie for your next conference/school event or student workshop. FREE RESOURCES for teachers. BC Crime Prevention Resource Centre. www.bccpa.org/library RETIRED? RETIRING? Turn a passion, hobby or life skill into extra income. www.bonniegmcclure.com, 604-946-8955. NEED A NEW OR NEWER VEHICLE? I make vehicle shopping easy, while saving you time and money. With a background in education I can listen and understand what is important to you. Give me a call, check the web site, or email for more information. Bill Sloan, 250-412-7970, Email: bsloan@shaw.ca, www.billsloan.ca Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media jthornthwaite last tweet "Read #BC's Blueprint in English, Punjabi, Chinese & French! http://t.co/cUCdVsL7BA #findyourfit #diverse #northvan http://t.co/cUCdVsL7BA" @jthornthwaite - 07:37pm Follow @jthornthwaite BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=31652&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2014 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 26, Number 4, Jan./Feb. 2014   Here's the thing – Violence at work: Your need to know is your right to know  No more muddy waters regarding student privacy or confidentiality. You have the right to know when a student in your class or your school poses a real safety risk to you or the people you work with. WorkSafeBC regulations are clear: the employer has a responsibility to inform staff about “all known or reasonably foreseeable health and safety hazards, including workplace violence.” In fact, the WorkSafeBC regulation defines violence as “the attempted or actual exercise by a person, other than a worker, of any physical force so as to cause injury to a worker, and includes any threatening statement or behaviour that gives a worker reasonable cause to believe that he or she is at risk of injury.” (Injury or harm including bullying or harassment by a co-worker is covered by another regulation). A recent WorkSafe Bulletin states that over 115 workers in British Columbia’s education sector each year end up taking time off work due to injuries inflicted by students. “Workers often report that violent incidents happen “out of the blue” or “without warning.” However, incident investigations frequently reveal that the student involved had a history, or a known risk, or violent behaviour that was not communicated to workers by way of assessments, individual education plans, or employee safety plans.” Take the time to read this WorkSafe Bulletin. Different scenarios including students transferring from one district to another are featured. In the past, administrators often did not inform staff of newly transferred, but potentially violent students, citing student confidentiality. This information can no longer be withheld. Just as importantly, staff also must be informed of any parents who have displayed aggressive or threatening behaviour toward any staff member. Read the WorkSafe Bulletin here: http://tinyurl.com/WorksafeBulletin  We encourage you to discuss this regulation at your school Health and Safety Committee meeting and at your staff meeting to ensure that everyone is aware of their rights.  )
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=25453&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > March 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 5, March 2012   Hands-on Japanese Canadian history at the National Nikkei Museum  By Naomi Horii   True or False: Being safe is more important than being free. Canadians treat each other fairly. It is okay to change the rules if you can explain why. People come to Canada because it is a better place to live. These questions are excerpts from a teachers’ resource guide entitled Internment and Redress: the Story of Japanese Canadians. It is part of a larger package of resources on Japanese Canadian history, called the Journeys Kit, which has been specially designed to meet the needs of teaching Japanese Canadian history in your classroom. The history of Japanese Canadians vividly reminds us all that human rights cannot be taken for granted, even in a democracy like Canada. Teachers can rent the kit from the Nikkei National Museum (NNM). The NNM is nestled within a hive of community activity—the multi-use National Nikkei Museum & Heritage Centre, in Burnaby. Alongside a rotating exhibits program and a dynamic research collection, the museum also offers community-engaged school programing for the intermediate and secondary grades through teacher resource kits and museum field trips. The NNM profoundly enriches the BC social studies curricula. In 2012, we will commemorate the 70th anniversary of Japanese Canadian internment. In early 1942, after the bombing of Pearl Harbor, over 22,000 Canadians of Japanese ancestry were registered as enemy aliens. The BC Security Commission carried out the systematic expulsion of Japanese Canadians within 100 miles of the BC coast. People living in rural areas were gathered up and sent to the Hastings Park holding centre before being sent into the interior. Families were separated; men were sent to road camps. From 1942–46, women, children, and grandparents were forced to live in harsh conditions in central BC. There were 10 main internment camps. The camp of Tashme was built in a field near Hope. Semi-abandoned mining towns or villages in the Kootenays—Greenwood, Rosebery, Kaslo, New Denver, Sandon, and Slocan—were used to house large numbers. New camps were built at Bay Farm, Lemon Creek, and Popoff. There were also several “self-supporting camps” for those considered to be a lower security threat: Minto Mines, Bridge River, East Lillooet, McGillivray Falls, and Taylor Lake. Men who objected to the relocation were sent to prisoner-of-war camps in Ontario, such as Petawawa or Schreiber. Some families went to the sugar beet fields in Alberta or Manitoba. A “Custodian of Enemy Property” initially held all land and property in trust, but later sold the confiscated property without the owner’s consent. After the war, community members were given the option to move east of the Rockies or go to Japan. In 1949, after receiving the right to vote, some people did return to BC, but had to restart their lives from scratch. In 1988, the Government of Canada made a formal apology and acknowledged injustices committed during the war. The Journeys Kit (available for either Grades 5/6, or 11) grapples with the tough history of Canada’s past treatment of Japanese Canadians with the aim to cultivate students’ critical thinking and promote the practice of equality. Intended as a whole unit of learning, the Journeys Kit is packed with primary and secondary source materials, including wartime posters and news articles, and related novels, DVDs, a 3D model of an internment camp house, and a comprehensive teaching and resource guide complete with lesson plans, activities, evaluation rubrics, and more. It is available for a three-week rental, for a small fee plus shipping. The kit has been sturdily designed for cheap and easy transport—so it is a great resource for teachers throughout BC and even across Canada. For classes in the Lower Mainland, there are two field-trip options: Japanese Culture, and Japanese Canadian History. The Japanese Culture program is a unique mix of hands-on activities and traditional Japanese arts led by Nikkei artisans (people of Japanese ancestry). Students experience several cultural practices such as Japanese tea ceremony, kimono wearing, and sumie painting. In the Japanese Canadian History program, students explore the interpretive learning centre, where they can interact with archival materials while participating in a facilitated activity and discussion period. Students also have a chance to discuss and hear stories shared by Japanese Canadian elders who lived through the internment. Classes have the option to order a bento box lunch to finish off their visit. As the education program co-ordinator, I know teachers who bring the Journeys Kit into the classroom are discovering the impact it has on students. The kit, alongside the online web resource, provides a rich material base where teachers can springboard students’ learning across social studies or specific teaching areas. This is also true with the school visit to the museum. Being able to explore the current exhibit, and interact with the museum community volunteers is powerful: Japanese Canadian history is complex, and it is so precious that there are elders willing to share their stories with youth today. What the museum offers students is a platform to connect the hard realities of the past to questions of the current day. The National Nikkei Museum & Heritage Centre is situated at the corner of Kingsway and Sperling in Burnaby, a short walk from the Edmonds Skytrain station. We are the only museum dedicated to the history, culture, and art of Japanese Canadians. The museum regularly develops topical exhibits, has amassed a large collection, presents regular cultural programs, and welcomes over 1,000 students for educational programs each year. Visit the website and learn more about current and upcoming exhibits and how to book a Journey’s Kit or a field trip for your class. For more information about NNM education programs, visit: jcnm.ca/education-programs   The NNM archive is partly available online, here: www.jcnm.ca/collections   Naomi Horii, education program co-ordinator, National Nikkei Museum  )
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(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/timescolonist/status/518849842202673152,Times Colonist on Twitter: "Paul Revere, 'mad man of rock and roll' leader of Raiders band, dies at 76 http://t.co/ZBpwcS4LPL  #yyj" টুইটার অনুসন্ধান অনুসন্ধান টুইটার খুঁজুন সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ ভাষা : বাংলা. हिन्दी Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন টুইটার-এ নতুন ? আজই যোগদান করুন » সাইন ইন করুন ফোন, ইমেল বা ব্যবহারকারীর নাম পাসওয়ার্ড সাইন ইন আমাকে মনে রাখুন পাসওয়ার্ড ভুলে গেছেন? ইতিমধ্যে আপনি কি টেক্সট বার্তার মাধ্যমে টুইটার ব্যবহার করছেন? অনুসরণ অনুসরণ করা কর্মসমূহ:অনুসরণ না করা অবরুদ্ধ অবরোধ মুক্ত মুলতুবি বাতিল Times Colonist ‏ @timescolonist ৫ অক্টোবর Paul Revere, 'mad man of rock and roll' leader of Raiders band, dies at 76 http://shar.es/1m1neM  #yyj প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট পুনঃটুইটগুলি ১১ ১২:৪৬ অপরাহ্ণ - ৫ অক্টোবর, ২০১৪ Taffy ‏ @TaffyOcho ১৬ ঘন্টা @timescolonist @keithbaldrey Did he used to have those "The man they call Revere" commercials? সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Times Colonist থেকে কোন আপডেট মিস্ করবেন না © 2014 টুইটার সম্বন্ধে সহায়তা বিজ্ঞপ্তি তথ্য বন্ধ মিডিয়াটিকে চিহ্নিত করুন এটি ইতিমধ্যে সংবেদনশীল কন্টেন্ট ধারণকারী হিসাবে চিহ্নিত হয়েছে। পতাকা তুলুন এটি সম্ভাব্যরূপে অবৈধ বিষয়বস্তুর ধারণকারী হিসেবে। সমর্পণ করা বাতিল মিডিয়াকে চিহ্নিত করা সম্পর্কে আরো জানুন খারিজ বন্ধ পূর্ববর্তী পরবর্তী বন্ধ একজন ব্যক্তির প্রোফাইলে যান সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ বন্ধ আপনার অনুসরণকারীদের এই পুনঃটুইটটি পাঠাবেন? বাতিল পুনঃটুইট বন্ধ আপনি কি নিশ্চিত যে এই টুইট মুছে দিতে চান? বাতিল মুছে ফেলুন বন্ধ রোধ করন বাতিল রোধ করন আপনার টুইটসমুহে একটি অবস্থান যুক্ত করুন যখন একটি অবস্থানের সঙ্গে আপনার টুইট করেন, টুইটার সেই অবস্থান সংরক্ষণ করে। প্রত্যেক টুইটের আগে আপনি আপনার অবস্থান চালু / বন্ধ করতে পারেন, এবং যে কোনও সময় আপনি আপনার অবস্থানের ইতিহাস মুছে ফেলতে পারেন। আরো জানুন অবস্থান চালু করুন এখন নয় স্থান বন্ধ করুন বন্ধ প্রোফাইল সারসংক্ষেপ বন্ধ আপনার তালিকাসমূহ বন্ধ একটি নতুন তালিকা তৈরি করুন নাম তালিকা বিবরণ 100 অক্ষরের কম, ঐচ্ছিক তালিকাসমূহ:গোপনীয়তা সাধারণ · যে কেউ এই তালিকা অনুসরণ করতে পারেন ব্যক্তিগত · শুধুমাত্র আপনিই এই তালিকায় প্রবেশ করতে পারবেন তালিকা সংরক্ষণ করুন বন্ধ বন্ধ এই টুইট স্থাপিত কর আপনার নীচের ওয়েবসাইটে কোডটি অনুলিপি দ্বারা এই টুইট যোগ করুন * আরও জানুন হুম, সার্ভারে পৌঁছনোর একটি সমস্যা ছিল। পরে আবার চেষ্টা করবেন? প্রকৃত টুইট অন্তর্ভুক্ত করুন অন্তর্ভুক্ত মিডিয়া প্রাকদর্শন বন্ধ টুইটারে নিবন্ধন করুন টুইটারে নেই? নিবন্ধন করুন, আপনির পছন্দের বিষয়গুলির সাথে যুক্ত হন, এবং তাদের বিষয়ে হালনাগাদ পান। একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন » বন্ধ দুটি উপায় (প্রেরণ এবং গ্রহণ) শর্ট কোড: দেশ কোড গ্রাহকদের জন্য মার্কিন যুক্তরাষ্ট্র 40404 (যে কোন) কানাডা 21212 (যে কোন) যুক্তরাজ্য 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM হাইতি 40404 Digicel, Voila আয়ারল্যান্ড 51210 Vodafone, O2 ভারত 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance ইন্দোনেশিয়া 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » অন্য দেশসমুহের এসএসএস সংক্ষিপ্ত কোড দেখুন বন্ধ নিশ্চিতকরণ)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=17116&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2008 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 3, November 2008  Teachers retired Teachers who retired prior to October 31, 2008: 5 Southeast Kootenay Lynda Bird Roger Brown Douglas Chala Walter Conibear Annette Harrison Chris Johns Gretchen Karlebach Beverley Kovak Linda Oliver Cheryl Place Ginette Poulin Rejean Poulin Russell Reid Ursula Ruesch Lynne Williams 6 Rocky Mountain Nancy Ballard Margaret Bibby Janet Brydon Sharon Buss Catherine Hunter Anne Jardine Heather Jensen Sandra Jones Colleen Pearson Brian Rogers Shirley Seward Delbert Smith Allan Streich Barbara Streich 8 Kootenay Lake Elizabeth Bossio Susan Bradley Sharon Bryan Trudy Daniels Lyn Gardner Marie Goody Earl Hamilton Pamela Hucal Ian Hutton Marilyn Miller Elizabeth Nasmyth Victor Neufeld Marilyn Ronmark Elizabeth Ross Donna Staszczak Jane Stent Lesley Tremblay Carol Westmacott Debra Zeeben 10 Arrow Lakes Lila-Inga Strand 19 Revelstoke Mary Jeraj Beverley Yeomans 20 Kootenay Columbia Kenneth D’Arcangelo Susan Green Derek Lepsoe June Lepsoe Patricia Marko Bradley Mason Ellen Rogers Floyd Kent Smith Melissa Sperry Marlene Streif Beverley Tavaroli Raymond Tenisci Mark Wilson Brian Wood 22 Vernon Jane Advent Grant Bingham Richard Cordingley Alma Dunsdon John Fraher Elizabeth Frank Heather Gerhardt Jo-Anne Gianiorio Gary Green Brenda Groeneboer Allen Haworth Melanie Jorgensen Colleen Kampf Evelyn LeRose Kenneth Manning Joan McLellan Diane Plomp Holly Anne Smith William Turner Rodney David Vance 23 Central Okanagan Teresa Brinton Virginia Brown Terrance Bush Gabriele Byers Gordon Charles Catherine Crest Susan Darnbrough Raymond Davis Ian Dick Diana Dixon Lorraine Douville Colleen Edstrom Audrey Elliot Ruth Erickson Wilhelmina Findlater Lois Flavelle John Grain Brenda Graziano Charles Green Alice Gro Bernadette Gullion Lorraine Hoodicoff Jack Hoy Ruth Humberstone Garth Kelly Ina Kroschinsky Irene Lalonde Christine Letourneau Deborah Lomond Janet MacCrimmon Kathryn MacMillan Ronald McMullen Maureen Mieras Hilda Mitchell Kenneth Miyasaki Rae Barbara Monnon Julian Morris Norman O’Donnell Angela Op de Beek Michael Perkins Timothy Rieger Robert Rimmer Carol Rohrlack Barbara Scarcella Diane Schjodt Linda Schmidt David Schneider Richard Sharpe Mary Smith Camille Starky Graeme Stokes Harold Strukoff Andrea Taylor Karen Treadgold Shirley Tronnes Sandra Turner Barbara Waters Jeffery Wilson 27 Cariboo-Chilcotin Elizabeth Cornett George Cornett Margaret Gardiner Joanne Hunter Robert Law Ross McCoubrey Karam Parsad Marla-Ann Samborski Patricia Spencer 28 Quesnel Hilary Bates Raymond Bates Shelley Bubela Diane Doucette William Fowkes Rudy Jagusch Brian Kennelly Jacqueline Savard Peter Van Leusden JoAnne Ward Linda Weich 33 Chilliwack Regis Auffray Betty Barth Delia Beaton Roberta Cooper George Coton Judith Douglas Barbara Elliot Carolynne Errico Allan Grunau Maureen Halsall Randolph Klebe Lauretta Lumsden Patricia Martin Jane Monesmith Janne Perrin Jann Pratt Klara Repsch Neil Robinson Christine Skonberg Lynne Smith Anita Sperring Donna Teeft Gerard Wall 34 Abbotsford John Borgerson Jennifer Darragh Barbara Deacon Keith Dix Victor Epp Rodney Fowkes Wallace Fung Paul Funk Susan Hamblin Marilynn Hancock Darryl Hoppe Daniel Jorgensen Diane Kissock Sandra Levers Louise Martyn James McKnight Marie Paterson Arno Penner Lorraine Perry Pamela Roger Robert Schaap John Smith Robert Strain Ronald Sweeney Jr Linda Truscott Ronald Vague Lynette Wark Linda Watson Raymond Windecker Elisa Woo 35 Langley Diana Alspach Roberta Anderson Michael Angell Lesley Baker Bonnie Belsher Ary Bovenkerk Lionel Brathwaite Larry Brinker Bonnie Bussey Janet Copley Paul Costello Jacqueline Frans Brian Haber Debra Hale Barbara Hill Barry Hill Cindy Irwin Barbara Johnston Margaret Kay Alice Klassen Norman MacDonald Susan Phyllis MacKenzie Karen MacLean F. Jane Maddin Roderick McKellar Yoko McMillan Susan Meier Ann Mickelson Dominic Murtagh Roisin Murtagh Larry Pawloski Alexander Pernat Susan Peterson Gordon Rusk Carol Shaley Hennie Smid Bonnie Stoik Arlene Sutton Sharon Tungate Susan Weston Tony Wong 36 Surrey Donna Anderson Valerie Beaupre Jo-Anne Beer Janet Bennett Karen Bentzen Richard Berry Dana Bertsch Wendy Bidgood Ron Billyeald Jacqueline Birchall Theresia Blindheim Mira Breda Wilma Brock Doug Brown Gregory Brown Lynn Brownell Janet Bruno Rita Buchy Margaret Lani Caldwell Sandra Carlon William Cartwright Ruth Caspell Louise Closkey Moreen Cobb Marilyn Coburn Lysa Collins Lana Deeter Roger Delage Carol Di Castri Gloria Ewan Annette Feilden Beverly Felton Helen Fielding Margaret Friesen Carolin Fuduric Catherine Garnett Patricia Gaspar Tina Giannelli Helen Griffin Valerie Hammell Vera Harding Richard Harmon Rick Horita Julianne Huang Bohdan Huzyk Marion Iberg Gerald Issel Barbara Jamieson Blanche Jantzi Karen Jarrett Edouard Jeanson Jeannie Jeffrey Avelia Jensen Jerrold Joberg Brenda Johannesson Denise Johnson Phoebe Jones Robert LaBonte Brenda Laframboise Sheena Laporte Cheryl Lightowlers Linda Lord Alexandra MacGregor Don MacKintosh Ruth Margison Lana Marshall Elizabeth May Ann McCluskey Sandra McCune Linda McIntosh Lewis McKim Mona McLean Patricia McMillan Ardis McNeil Linda Miki Beverley Mitchell Arvid Moan Wendy Mould John Mylod Colin Naslund Ian Nichols Lanny Ogloff Linda Pearce Ingrid Philbrook Colleen Quan Brigitte Rao Deborah Reddington Ruth Renwick George Rice Kerry Riedlinger Wayne Rolfe Joy C Singbeil Pamela Singh Terry Small Alan Smith Margaret Spriggs Nancy Standerwick Barbara Stebbings Richard Thiessen Marie Tumpach Beverley Van Zandt Perry Walker Edith Ward 37 Delta Keith Adams Kerry Babiuk Sylvia Bishop Norman Buchko Maureen Church Frank Cloutier Elizabeth Dent Willem DeRaad Mary Douglas Joan Dyson Larraine Elcock Gary Fehr William Ferraro Sally Garton-Jorgensen Debbie Gordon Robin Hansby Dianne Heal Elizabeth Hobart Martha Hoff Brian Holden David Horvath Judith Isaacson Geraldine Jack Lesley Jackson Laurel Jensen Dianne Lee-Wilkey Mary-Lou Lexier Patricia Longworth Duane Lucas Mary Maitland Jacqueline Martin Joan McDiarmid Dawn McDougall Deschner Dawn McGillivray Lorraine Nelmes Barbara Porco Thomas Poulton Ronald Rothwell Cheryle Sanderson Darrel Scodellaro Maria Statz Carol Taussig Ronald Uyeyama Sheryl Vasconcelos Heather Watson Richard Woods 38 Richmond Robyn Anderson Dale Bailey Robert Boisvert Alan Bone Christine Borody Carole Borthwick Joyce Brown Michael Brown Chantal Caesar Linda Chamut Lynda Comber Norman Corbett Elizabeth Costello John Currie Carla Dalla Valle William Donaldson Peter Erickson Norman Glick Roselyne Hicks Marian Hislop Barbara Jaquith Roslyn Johns Laurie Kerr Nancy Kisby Krzysztof Kochanowski Heather LaCroix Bettie Merrell Donald Moore Brenda Paul Gail Pearce Gina Marie Rae Irene Schindel Brian Smith Judith Sponarski June Teraguchi Marlene Westerlund Susan Wilkes Janis Woolford 39 Vancouver Rosalind Atherton Libbie Bake Helen Barnes Donald Bedwell Debbie Blais Liz Blake Arlene Blond Donna Bone Stanley Bourne Gail Brehaut Isabella Brenzinger Celia Brooks Richard Byrne Patricia Ann Byrnes Bonita Calder Palmina Camarda Barbara Cantwell Lynda Chalmers Catherine Charnell Winola Chu Beverly Clutchey Sheilah Coddington Douglas Colpitts Carolyn Cooke Moira Corrigan John Daws Jacqueline Day Margaret Dechenne Donna Del Torre Janet Dempsey Barbara Derby Antonio DiFonzo Marian Dodds Donna Doerksen Avi Dolgin Gillian Duncan Mary Eby Barbara Ellison Kenneth Elmer Ernest Ewert Holger Feige Sharon Fenton Helen Ferguson Patricia Filan Geri Flak Harry Franklin Joyce Freer Mary Friedman Glenys Galloway Stephen Garrod Robert Ross Gebert John Gibson Jan Gordon Michael Green Marla Groberman Marianne Grover Stanley Hack Janice Halliburton Lawrence Hartney Ian Hedley Gail Hegquist Garth Henrikson Trudy Hergesheimer Caroline Heshedahl Lana Hill Valerie Homeniuk Eva Hope Bruce Horn Marilyn Jensen Clive Jibodh Linda Johnson Dagmar Kafka John Kalley Roberta Kennard David Kennedy Suzanne Ksinan Victor Kuliska Christina Kwan Barbara Lehan Darlene Lim Geoffrey Low Frank Ludwig Mary Martin Sandra Martin-Lee Teresa McFarlane Laurence Menard Anastasia Mirras Thomas Morton Judith Moses Myron Moxley Jr Ronald Nelson Linda Nielsen Malcolm Pitches Pascale Ploix de Rotrou David Plottel Marsha Poole Judy Ramsay Robert Rapin Hannelore Ratzburg Patricia Raue Carole Read Shelley Reid Bradley Roberts Christopher Robinson Lynn Rolfe Elisabeth Rollins Ellen Rothstein Jean Rowe Adonna Rudolph Mildred Saunders Brenda Sawyer Diana Schroeder Monika Schroth Christina Segnoe May Seto Lynn Shaw Sandra Sheppard Blaire Simpson Rosita Tam Christine Taylor Jean Taylor Sherry Taylor Renate Tilstra Giovannina Trentalance Janice Unander Ildi Varga Mall Vesik Judy Vick Margaret Vis Carolynne Wallace Donna Welstein Barbara West Joy Wild Angela Wilk Jacklyn Wittman Joan Wlodarczak Garry Wolfater Edith Wood Sabra Woodworth Brian Wright Laara Ynea Marta Zahorecz Margo Zilkie Diana Zygmunt 40 New Westminster Maureen Baker Kathryn Britt Audra Chartrand Sally Craig Sydney Dean Karen Heron Patricia Hummel Joyce Mapson Bonnie McLellan Kathleen Pictin Heather Tatchell Dolores Volcz Nancy Webber 41 Burnaby William Barden Donna Beaumont Roger Beer Marilyn Black Anne Bond Wendy Borelli Robert Boutin Connie Bradley Nelson Brunanski Katherine Bye Ila May Chapman Neil Michael Convey Sharon Cullin Patrick Cunningham Angela Day Andrea Gauthier Cynthia Grenier Marion Hartley Diane Holmes Patricia Hopkinson Patricia Jamieson Gary Jenkins Ted Jung Maria Cora Kinoshita Joan Liddicoat Rose Low Kathleen MacLeod Lorraine Meltzer Roger Midmore Marilyn Miller Heather Mitton Heather Pile Donna Polos Cicely Pugliese Oscar Raasveldt James Reid Jennifer Rocksborough- Smith Holly Rogers Lorna Sellers Judith Shotton Sylvia Sikundar Leona Skovgaard Christa Sonnenschein Gilmour Stoik Gwenyth Sullivan Kerry Taylor Enrico Tesan Leagh Thomson Joan Truscott Jane Waddell Susan Gayle Walz Maureen Williams 42 Maple Ridge Janet Amsden Elizabeth Atzema Penny Bland Francine Brown Ken Clarkson Dianne Devlin Catherine Dracopoulos-Scott Mary Dubberley Pierre Dubrulle Gordon Edmonds Karen Grist Audrey Ivory Linda Kalinka Brigitte Kappel Penny Ketola Rebecca Kozol Marjorie MacKenzie Peter Malakoff Maureen Mason George McRae Michael O’Brien Esther Pazarena Robert Seto Jo-Anne Simmie Louise Vincent Laurie Watson Donna White Kenneth Willis 43 Coquitlam Jean Ashlee Carol Ashwell Julie Atchison Colleen Baxter Ann Frances Bishop James Bryson Margaret Chitrenky Sonja Clarke John Conklin Patricia Cornett Daphne Cunningham Evelyn Edwards Linda Fairley Pauline Frechette Gloria Gustafson Sandra Hagen Judi Hammond Collette Holder Lois Janssen Joanne Jarvis Faune Johnson Brian Kenny Paul Kjekstad Dorothy Larkin Wendy MacInnes Jeanne-Marie Mannavarayan Gail Martin Timothy Newman Rosina O’Leary Bruce Pazarena Donald Plummer Lore Putz Goomtie Raghoobarsingh Christine Rothwell Sandra Sainiuk Phyllis Slinger Kathryn Switch Susan Threlfall Marion Wagner Margaret Webster Gordon Wickerson Valerie Wilson Beverley Woods 44 North Vancouver Vincent Luciano Alvano Patricia Ballard Briar Ballou Jane Baynham Eileen Jill Best Heather Sarah Bow Ian Britt Beverley Como Leon Cousineau Stephanie Dale Velia De Cotiis Judith Douglas David Doyle Nancy Gelin Sandi Goldie Kathleen Gole Bonnie Lynn Grundy Wilma Corbett Haig Conny Hallwood Heather Harivel Emily Heidrich John Russell Irlam Lyle Ernest Johanson John Wesley Kennah Barbara Kerr Deborah Anne Lloyd Douglas Gordon Lloyd Janis Marsden Janet Mayson Patricia Jean McGuire Barbara Anne McKinley Gisele Michaud Dianne Pink Anne Elizabeth Reilly Sara Reoch Allison Irene Ross Pierrette Roy Helgi Scorda Maryanna Shields Marilyn Souter Lola Stewart John Taylor Elaine Margaret Thody JoAnne Ward Leneen Webb 45 West Vancouver Joan Bonnette Barbara Carlin Wayne Desjardins Roxie Giles Leonard Gurski Barbara Hunter Rika Luttin Alice Main Susan McFadyen Jennifer Murdie James Nelson Patricia Pelly Frank Ryan Marcia Stephenson 46 Sunshine Coast Noreen Cambon James Davidson Frances Gamache Bonnie Hughes Margaret Alix James Patricia Legge Jeff Marus Valerie Marus Terry Milos Joan Robb Tella Sametz Valerie Silver Cheryl Stewart Ian Thomson Margaret Webb Kenneth Wohlberg 47 Powell River Carolyn Beck David Doyle Peter Lock William Peter Lock Wendy McKinnon Faye Perry 48 Howe Sound Grazia Amenta Hilary Fisher Delores Franz Los Brian L’Hirondelle Sonya Miller 49 Central Coast Elizabeth Endicott 50 Haida/Gwaii/ Queen Charlotte April Wells 51 Boundary Gordon Lyle Brown Daryll deWynter Anna Groeneveld Anna Groeneveld Kenard Knutson Lorne Schmalz Julie Webster 52 Prince Rupert Sherry Brown Susan Crowley Veronica Delorme Linda Morgan Leslie Pritchard Dale White Arnold Wick James Woollacott 53 Okanagan Similkameen Bryan Coles Partelow Hogeweide David Peterson Janice Weston 54 Bulkley Valley Donald Caird David Gillespie Janice Pinkerton Patricia Rawkins Richard Sacharoff 57 Prince George Lorna Brown Kenneth John Campbell Linda Crow Thomas Crow Harold Dawes Martha Dawes Edward Day Shirley Delaney Jeannette Dore Bonnie Drozda Marian Dunn Timothy Dunn Anne Erwin Douglas Fred Frazier Michael Gardiner Donald Goldie Jeanette Greenberg Sharon Griffith Joseph Haddock Loraine Harding Donald Homan Linda Hunter Marilyn Jewesson Lawrence Joneson Donna Jordan Betty Keeping Ian Kluge Bonnie Lamb Raymond Masson Mary Anne McCormick Sheena McCubbin Catharine McLean Kathleen Millard Joan Nachbaur Gordon Nash Kristina Nellis Maxine Paas Glen Sargeant Marian Schwanke Rene Schweizer Kenneth Guy Sharp Karen Simmons Julia Skead Marilyn Steinbart Carole Sweet Patty Toma Sandra Trolian Celine Valestrand Kjell Valestrand Diana Ward Menno Wiebe 58 Nicola Similkameen Douglas Beech Pamela Hand James Harrington Ralph Poynting Terrence Scheitel John Stubbings 59 Peace River South Marlene Deith Alice Hanson Richard LeGear Daniel Lopatka 60 Peace River North Judith Bayrak Kenneth Best Carolyn Edwards Teresa Harcombe Gary Hunter Susan Marshall Oliver Mott Ann Musgrove James Peltier Helen Louis Ruddell Brian Shrum Debra White 61 Greater Victoria Loretta Angene Judith Ashurst Gail Branton Albina Chatton M Felicity Churchill Kenneth Clarke John Cleghorn Heather Mae Cozens Ian Crawford Susan Davis Marnie Faunt Keith Fraser Leola Gibson Deborah Gray Sou Loletta Hale Dama Hanks Karen Harris Phillip Humble Rosemary Kelso Anne Kilduff Laura Kirchgesner Merla Law Betty Lemley Gary Lobinsoff Charlotte Logan Jane MacRae Frank Marlatt Elizabeth McAllister Constance McAvoy Daniel McIntyre Mary McLennan Darleen Murphy Margaret Paul Barbara Pelman Gillian Pugh Candace Reed Maureen Ross Faith Russell Heather Sander Wende Smart Gerda Stanbridge Susan Tate Joanne Turcotte Karen Turner Ronald Vague Terry Viggers Rosina Werk Brian Whitmore Janet Worobets 62 Sooke Mona Achtzener Linda Bing David Citra Anthony Cooper Robert Curtis Marvin Diercks Joan Fish Kenneth Fyfe Donald Gillespie Beverly Gruhn John Hewson Joan Huggins Sheila Hunter Catherine Lavoie Mary Helen Littleton Grace Maja-Johnston Annette McKellar Shirley Myers John Nicholson Kathleen Pirquet June Reimer Pauline Samoszynski Linda Silverthorn Gregory Skala Donald Stewart 63 Saanich Jane Affleck Nancy Alexander Maureen Atherton Diane Bergeret Doris Brozuk Nicole Chauvin-King Heather Cornall Steve Dana Kathy Demchuk Elaine Drader Teresa Haggart Beverly Hee Brian Hume Keith Humphrey Susan Johnston Len Levere Carol Lindoff Kenneth Lundeen Peter Mason Paul Preston Bill Pritchard Pamela Quigg D’Arcy Richardson Susan Sargent John Shaw Heather Tooby Jan Walsh-Hohert April Waring 64 Gulf Islands Marjorie Artis Eleanor Cocker Debbie Magnusson Eleanor McKeague Wayne Albert Taylor Wendy Vine 67 Okanagan Skaha Patrice Campagnaro Evelyn Campbell Darrol Colgur Douglas Cripps Donna Gill Marilyn Gregoire Dawn Harper Barbara Hatton Charlotte Kopp Evelyn Markin Josiane Ochman Kerry Richardson Maureen Smith Marie Tebbutt 68 Nanaimo Ingrid Anderson Robyn Lee Cook Mary Cross Barbara Denike Donald Duddridge James Duthie Emily Edwards Colleen Garrard Cindy Hammond Ruth Harvey Laurie Hird Leslie Lippert John McKay Kenneth McLaughlin Trevor Muise Kyle Kirk Mulligan Dennis Mullins Margaret Pakasaar William Poppy Sandra Riecken Bernice Ross Andrew Ruszel Mayta Ryn Frederick Shaw Lynne Stafford Dawn Stewart Kathleen Sullivan Elaine Young 69 Qualicum Marie Ducharme Vicki Dugas Linda Ford Bedard Eva Hansen Roland Marion Ralph Martin Susan McDonald Quita Peverley James Swanson 70 Alberni Gail Abrahamson Judy Bostrom Clara Cauduro Patrick Connaghan Linda Erickson Colleen Goodrich Sharon Gowan Don Lockwood Dorothy Lord Janis Nairne William Nesbitt Penny Richardson Sandra Rideout Julie Swaney 71 Comox Valley Susan Archibald Gail Barrow Charlene Berg Anne Campbell Lesley Carr Wendy Carter Delbert Doll Marcia Elias Margaret Foden Penny Gosselin Peter Hagberg Janet Horn Wayne Kelly Linda Kember Jessie Kerr Dennis Lavalle Joan Longtin Edith Martyn Linda McDonald Carol McIntyre Roberta Pattison Heather Pitman Margaret Rabena Susan Shaw Maureen Swift Ilya Tourtidis Kathryn Windram 72 Campbell River Mary Begg Gordon Benson Christine Black Barbara Bontron Patricia Bozman Terri Chalaturnyk Dennis Classen Steven Clayton Mark De Bruijn Gordon Edinborough Gerry Gillis Martin Hannon Carol Hilland Michael Jones Cynthia LeBrun Vicki Lundine David McManus Bonni Roset Christine Round Leslee Samson Lois Stemshorn-Russell 73 Kamloops-Thompson Sandra Alexander Donald Allen Gladys Antonia Gerry Bond Arlene Bourassa Spencer Bryson Irene Buckle Keith Chambers Darryl Chow Maureen Coldicott Barrie Cowden Moira Dauncey Karen Delano Nicolette Eadie Deborah Erickson Linda Haas Valen Heggestad Albert Johnston George Jones Connie Lyn Karst Christa Keppel-Jones Gary Kershaw Patricia Kipp D’Arcy Lintott Tim Mah Donald Marshall Joanne Mazzotta Daniel McColman James McLellan Robert McMorland Lynda Milham Thomas Newberry Bessie Ovington Nola Renfrew Timothy Seright Jean Webb Sylvia Weedmark Bruce Whitelaw James Williams Gail Willner Richard Youds Susan Youds 74 Gold Trail Donald Delong Anthony Schiller 75 Mission Sandra Fowkes Barry Hammond Gail Harold Susan Huston Ronald MacFarlane Gillian Pender Grant Schettler Johanna Van Engelen Audrey Vaughan Andrew Warkentin 78 Fraser-Cascade Donald Dale Linda McMullan Michael Millar Judy Pasemko Mary Rez Michele Wiens 79 Cowichan Valley Devina Brookman William Bystedt Marie Cadorette Linda Clegg Jacqueline De Launière-Ward Jelle Duyf Deanne Girvan Cynthia Harvey Laurel Hibbert Margaret Hughes Mary Lucas Leslie Lundgren Anna Massey Allan Mikalishen Kathryn O’Donnell Susan-Jane Perry Frances Pirie Janice Rose Susan Rudolph Lynn Russell Deborah Smith James Smyth Michael Steele John Stevenson 82 Coast Mountain Bonnie Donaldson Dianne Fulsom Beverley Haugland Barbara Howe Deborah James Richard Krickan Linda Lee Kelly Robinson Mary Robinson Margaret Sharp Stella Smith Pamela Straker Barry Thompson Walter Thorne Christina Watchorn 83 North Okanagan Shuswap David Caldwell Brian Gibbons Susan Inglis Richard Larsen Joanne Lovall Julia Muller Janet Naylor Lynda Nicholson John Robertshaw David Saunders Albert Schuh Dawn Scott Rea Smith Brigitte Sonmor Joan Southworth Dale Townsend Anne Waters Patricia Wilson Kenneth Wood 84 Vancouver Island West Brenda Gilman Catherine Nesbitt Caroline Sturdy Mary Wiseman 85 Vancouver Island North Sandra Audet Christine Reusse Patricia Wainwright Robert Wheeler 91 Nechako Lakes Myra Campbell David Epp Barbara Fitt Patricia Haley Catherine Hudson Gloria Olafson Peter Sillje Dale Thomson 93 Conseil scolaire francophone Mireille Earle Yolande Lampron Jean-Claude Lizotte Lise Malinowski  )
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(20150813,o.canada.com,http://o.canada.com/news/national/b-c-teachers-battle-to-restore-shattered-reputation-following-false-accusations,B.C. teacher’s battle to restore shattered reputation following false accusations  | canada.com Menu Sections News Entertainment Life Business Financial Post Biz Technology Sports Travel Driving Househunting Obituaries Jobs Search for: Search for: Sections News Entertainment Life Business Financial Post Biz Technology Sports Travel Driving Househunting Obituaries Jobs News B.C. teacher’s battle to restore shattered reputation following false accusations Case offers a window into the handling of teacher-misconduct allegations An arbitrator recently exonerated a B.C. teacher who was dismissed after being accused of sexual violence against a student. (Photo by Christopher Furlong/Getty Images) Photo: (Photo by Christopher Furlong/Getty Images) comment Douglas Quan Published: September 26, 2014, 1:53 pm Updated: 11 months ago A A A A A A Accused by a student of sadistic crimes and facing the prospect of never stepping in a classroom again, a veteran B.C. high school teacher with a spotless record decided to fight. What emerged during an arbitration hearing earlier this year was a case of extraordinary deception by the student. Her descriptions of sexual and violent encounters? Lifted from scenes from a popular TV cop show. The diary that purported to describe years of sickening abuse? Fake. By the time the student’s testimony was over, it became clear “to everyone,” the arbitrator wrote in a July decision, that the student could not be believed and that the fired teacher must be “made whole as soon as possible.” The case, details of which have not been previously reported, offers a window into the handling of teacher-misconduct allegations and the challenges teachers face in restoring shattered reputations. While there is no hard data on how often false accusations occur, education watchers said the case illustrates a need for school districts to ensure such allegations are investigated thoroughly and fairly. (While school districts do not have the power to revoke or suspend teaching certificates — that falls to provincial teachers’ colleges or ministries of education — they can suspend or dismiss teachers). Too often, district officials automatically take the side of the student, said Jon Bradley, a professor of education at McGill University. “There’s none of this innocent until proven guilty. It’s far more, ‘We say you’re guilty, now prove you’re not,’ ” he said. There’s also no consistency between school districts, Bradley said. One district might hire an outside investigator to look into allegations, while another might deal with them internally. “It’s an ad hoc system too often at the whim of an administrator who may be ill-trained and ill-prepared to deal with the issue.” While districts should take allegations from students seriously, it is also important to be aware of the dire consequences that false accusations can have on teachers’ lives, said Dianne Woloschuk, president of the Canadian Teachers’ Federation. “My hope would be that investigations are thorough and carried out as impartially as possible and that we try to ensure that we’ve discovered the truth before actions are taken, like a teacher being fired,” she said. Janet Foord, president of the Canadian School Boards Association, declined to offer an opinion about how districts respond to allegations. School boards are elected and autonomous and make their own decisions, she said. The B.C. student first levelled accusations against the teacher in September 2012, when she was in Grade 10. She told a counsellor that she and the teacher, who played hockey with her father, had been involved in a relationship from Grades 5 to 8. She said that they communicated by email and that they had frequent sexual encounters in the forest. He would initiate oral sex in the context of a game called “ring around the rosie.” At times, she alleged, he held a lighter to her skin that left scars and inserted knives or tree branches into her vagina. Days later, police arrested the teacher and the district suspended him — first with pay, and then without. Though police recommended charges, the Crown said the evidence was insufficient. Weeks later, the student produced a diary, purporting to document their encounters. “Really hurting me and yesterday I was bleeding and I had to wash my underwear,” she wrote in one entry. The student also told authorities of being strapped and blindfolded as water was poured over her mouth and of being told to lie on the ground as dirt was shovelled onto her. There were times when the teacher took her to the basement of his home, she said. At times, a uniformed officer showed up and raped her. There was also a friend of the teacher’s who put her to work as a prostitute, taking her to a hotel to have sex with clients. Months later, there were still no charges — there never would be. But a lawyer hired by the district to investigate believed the student, and wrote in a February 2013 report that the teacher should have “no contact with any students, within this or any school district.” The teacher was dismissed. At an arbitration hearing spread over a dozen days from January to March of this year, Randy Noonan, a lawyer for the teacher’s union, launched a vigorous cross-examination. He confronted the student on her inability to remember distinguishing features about the teacher. “Do you remember the colour of the teacher’s eyes?” Noonan asked. “I don’t recall.” “You said you’ve never seen him without a beard, now you say you ‘think’ he had a beard?” “I say ‘think’ when I’m nervous.” After learning that the student was a big fan of Law and Order: SVU, which deals with sex crimes, Noonan pored through dozens of episodes and discovered that many of the torturous acts alleged by the student mirrored situations from the show. “It’s just a coincidence,” she insisted, “plus I don’t remember some of those episodes.” Noonan asked the student how it was possible that her description of the inside of the hotel matched “word for word” a virtual tour on the hotel’s website. The student began to cry and refused to look at the screen. Noonan suggested that the student had made everything up in the diary after being told that police needed “hard evidence.” “No,” she said, “the police believed me without the diary.” Noonan sent the diary to a forensic lab in Michigan to test the age of the ink, but the results were inconclusive. But it didn’t matter. In her final report, arbitrator Joan McEwen, who withheld the names of the student, teacher and district, said she was convinced that the diary was “inauthentic.” In fact, the student’s testimony was “so lacking in credibility as to be wholly unreliable.” “Common sense,” McEwen said, says a young girl, under the watchful eye of her parents, could not lead a double life — “on the one hand, busy with sports and family, maintaining top marks; on the other, being sexually tortured and prostituted out.” When students make serious allegations, districts are often unwilling to ask tough questions, Noonan said. “Testing of the story should be much more rigorous. People should not be so repulsed by the allegations that they lose objectivity.” But Judith Anderson, lawyer for the B.C. Public School Employers’ Association, said the investigator hired by the district was experienced and highly respected. Asked how the investigator and arbitrator could reach such starkly different conclusions, Anderson said the student made many new allegations between the initial investigation and the arbitration. A similar situation happened four years ago in Quebec. Henri Fournier, an elementary school gym teacher in Chateauguay, south of Montreal, was arrested on 34 counts of sexual touching of students. A judge cleared him of wrongdoing. He had built a good reputation at the school over 31 years, and “it took about a week to destroy it,” he told reporters at the time. Douglas Gosse, a professor of education at Ontario’s Nipissing University, says the fear of false accusations is a major reason why fewer men are becoming teachers. “I think it does inhibit a lot of people from entering the profession,” he said. Susan Dowell, a veteran substitute teacher in the York region of Ontario, said she’s convinced false accusations are on the rise. “If (students) are having a problem with a teacher and they want to show their power they know it’s as easy to say the teacher grabbed me or pushed me,” she said. A couple of years ago, Dowell was the subject of children’s aid society and school board investigations after being accused of inappropriately grabbing students by the wrists. She was exonerated. There ought to be repercussions for students who make false accusations — a note put into their file or, at the very least, an apology, she said. “You feel like you’re guilty until proven innocent.” It is not clear what, if any, repercussions the student in the B.C. case faced. She is now in Grade 12. The teacher, who is in the process of seeking damages, is back to teaching — but not in the same school as the student. Dquan(at)Postmedia.com Twitter.com/dougquan Read more Articles from Douglas Quan twitter.com/dougquan © COPYRIGHT - POSTMEDIA NEWS comment Search for: Don't Miss! Water issues on rivers around the world Back where it all began, Jason Day looks to get in contention again at a major Cassel inching forward in Bills QB competition while believing his best years still lie ahead Enemkpali could face discipline as NFL looks into Jets' locker room punch of Geno Smith Follow Us Most Popular Stories Calculator: How much you need to earn to live comfortably across Canada 4 foolproof tips to big discounts on your cell, cable and Internet bills How to get Amazon Prime Instant Video in Canada 50 insane facts about Canada we bet you didn't know Douglas Quan I'm a reporter for the National Post, covering crime/law enforcement/public safety issues and trends. FOLLOW ME       The Quan File News  /  6 months ago How restorative justice changed a grieving family's opinion of a hit-and-run driver News  /  6 months ago AS RCMP focuses on terrorism, it’s a ‘great day’ to be in organized crime News  /  6 months ago Study shows how easily false memories – even of crimes – can be implanted News  /  7 months ago Is prison segregation torture or a ‘necessary evil?’ News  /  7 months ago Replacing fresh milk with powdered at federal prisons expected to save $3.1M a yearMore Articles Editor’s Pick News Evan Solomon’s firing: Is CBC making up its human resources policies as it goes along? Sports Why Toronto Maple Leafs new GM Lou Lamoriello stopped winning in New Jersey Sports Why Phil Kessel had to be traded from the Toronto Maple Leafs Canada Cooks: Parmak Kofte Cooking the Books: Spicy street food focus of food truck chef’s Curbside Inside canada.com 10 years after Katrina, tourism thrives in New Orleans Tomatoes from sweet to savoury Five car fixes you should know how to do yourself Not everyone thinks your kids are as great as you do Taipei, Hong Kong and Sanya provide new sights to sample Want an Audi RS5 Cabriolet? Don’t miss these alternatives Chicken strips get a tasty twist Experience the Bronx from canoe, the truly local route Should you stop for a hitchhiker? Trust your gut Three recipes for a comfort food classic, the wedge salad About Us Who We Are Contact Us Facebook Commenting FAQs Advertise with Us Subscribe To Our Newsletters Privacy Statement Terms Copyright & Permissions Partner Sites Driving Canada.com YouTube channel FP Business Your Health Featured Sites Ports and Bows World War 1 Special Site Award Shows Gift Guide Newspapers The National Post The Province Vancouver Sun Edmonton Journal Calgary Herald Regina Leader-Post Saskatoon StarPhoenix Windsor Star Ottawa Citizen Montreal Gazette Marketplace Shopping Jobs Cars Homes Remembering Flyer City Infomart Site Map Follow Us Manage Subscriptions Back to Top © 2014 Postmedia Network Inc. All rights reserved. Unauthorized distribution, transmission or republication strictly prohibited.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=17588,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 5, March 2009  President's message By Irene Lanzinger Across the province, one of the largest and most important arbitrations in our history is taking place in a variety of locations. It is an arbitration to hear all of the class size and composition grievances from the 2006–07 and 2007–08 school years. I have had the opportunity to attend the first day in each of the two locations so far. The members who have testified have been eloquent and courageous. They have clearly articulated the situation they face as dedicated, concerned professionals who are unable to satisfy the standards they set for themselves because of their work load. They have spoken passionately about their concern for student learning and the impact of oversize classes and lack of support on that learning. One of the teachers testifying was a first-year secondary teacher and began the year as a TOC. Let’s call her Anne. She got a job in a semestered secondary school about two weeks into the school year. She had four different courses to prepare for with no preparation time. She taught in four different rooms. The class she was testifying about was a Social Studies 9 class. It had 29 students and 8 students with special needs. These students had very significant learning and behaviour problems. There is no way to describe this class except to say that it was a class for students with special needs embedded into a regular class. The stories of teachers at the hearing are disturbing at so many levels. While Anne’s story is a dramatic example, she is not alone. Many other teachers face appalling situations. They are the real face of the lack of resources and underfunding of public education we so often talk about. But here’s what really bothers me. Principals and superintendents are sitting on the other side of that arbitration table and claiming that Anne’s class situation is educationally sound. How could they possibly justify that position? The rationale for Anne’s class was “timetable constraints.” Clearly they can’t provide a valid educational rationale and do not have the courage to speak out and stand up for what they believe in. Thank goodness, our members have that courage. Irene Lanzinger is president of the BCTF. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=22389,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 23, Number 5, March 2011   Pension seminars Seminars: Your pension, your future and/or Thinking about retiring Preregistration is required for these two seminars co-presented by BCTF staff and Pension Corporation staff. The time and the location will be confirmed by mail or e-mail. Check out the poster in your school staffroom or go to the Teachers’ Pension Plan website (tpp.pensionsbc.ca) or contact the plan by phone 1-877-558-5574 or e-mail TPPseminar@pensionsbc.ca. There is more to it than money  The BCRTA has developed a workshop designed to complement the pension plan seminars, but with limited enrolment to facilitate sharing and learning. Attend a seminar. We know that entering retirement is more than choosing a pension option, and who better to share information, ideas, and experiences with you than retired teachers? Retirement brings with it life-altering situations and a wide variety of choices, some financial, some legal. Some physical, some social, and all are connected with lifestyle. Achieving a workable balance of activities and fulfilling dreams doesn’t just happen. Once you have determined that it’s time to retire, it’s also time to concentrate on all the other aspects of your new venture. If a pension seminar is coming to your area, ask your BCTF local president to contact the BCRTA to book this highly acclaimed follow-up workshop. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media jthornthwaite last tweet "RT @BCGovNews: Keep you up to date on all the work being done on BC's Throne Speech commitments: http://t.co/G0SSHncdsG" @jthornthwaite - 04:13pm Follow @jthornthwaite BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/DidYouKnow.aspx?id=30901,BCTF > Did You Know #1, September 2013  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Did You Know archives 2013–14  2012–13  2011-12    2010–11  2009–10     Home > Publications > Newsletters and Alerts > Did You Know > 2013-14 Archive Did You Know?  PDF format   Imagine – everyday is World Teachers’ Day Imagine a day when teachers for the sake of being teachers are truly appreciated and the work we do is wholeheartedly celebrated. Imagine that this day occurs in every country in the world.   World Teachers’ Day, declared by UNESCO and first celebrated in 1994, was commemorated to appreciate the enormous contributions of the world’s 55 million teachers. This year, UNESCO’s slogan for World Teachers’ Day, “A Call for Teachers,” focuses on why quality teachers and quality education is critical for developing global citizens in a culturally diverse world.  Often, teachers’ unions throughout the world organize conferences or celebratory events to honour their own members on this special day. For teachers in some countries, simply organizing a conference for World Teachers’ Day is considered insurgent or illegal. And some organizations do not have the funds or resources to organize the most basic of conferences.   In Karachi, Pakistan teachers are organizing a seminar about the importance of educating girls, while in Bangladesh teachers are holding their second annual reading conference. In Brussels, school bells will ring throughout the city to demonstrate the respect and appreciation for teachers’ efforts and to promote children’s right to good education.   In BC, the status of teachers will improve when government fully funds public education. In the meantime, World Teachers’ Day offers the opportunity to reaffirm what we love about the work we do and to join hands with teachers, 55 million strong, throughout the world. No. 1 – September 2013 Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2014_09_01_archive.html,Staffroom Confidential: September 2014 Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, September 23, 2014 Reflections on the BC Teacher Strike Teachers are reflective practitioners. And just as we reflect on a lesson to judge what worked and what did not, we ought also to reflect on our struggle to improve the public education system. The point is not to lay blame. It is to figure out how to do it better next time. A starting point for reflection is to judge the outcome relative to our goals. From this point of view, there is much to be done. As we return to class this week, there are still no class size limits for Grades 4 - 12. There are still no rules whatsoever on the composition of a class. Our salaries will increase pretty much in accordance with the original government proposal. Elementary teachers will have ten more minutes of preparation time. This is a far cry from the proposals tabled over a year ago, and still far from the "bottom line" of the framework proposal made at the end of June. Teachers will still act as the shock absorbers for a system under stress. We ourselves will be the ones on medical leave from the ten percent of classes that are truly not adequate learning environments. We will continue to see teachers leave the profession. We will continue to fill in the gaps with our own resources - be that money or time. And at the same time our salaries will continue to fall relative to inflation. We will watch as the BCTF goes back to court over the imposition of Bills 28 and 22. While this is absolutely necessary, we will no longer have the opportunity of immediate reinstatement of our class size language. Even if the courts uphold Justice Griffin's decision and reject the government's appeal, we will be teaching in over crowded classrooms until something new is negotiated, and we know what that process is likely to look like. So what have we learned for next time? Some commentators have suggested this deal was better than a legislated end to the dispute. In the context of our court case, I'm not so sure. A legislated contract likely would have been two years, with the same wages, and with no re-opener on the court case. The possibility would be there of immediate reinstatement of our class size language with a final court decision. A two year agreement would have us bargaining again before an election, not after one. These are the reasons the government wanted this deal and didn't want to legislate. Others have said we had no other choice - public support would disappear. I'm not so sure about that either. The public was with us because we were fighting for classroom conditions. If we were clear that this deal made few improvements, I believe many in the public would have stayed the course. Regardless, we have a lot of work to do to build stronger alliances in our communities. Public support was good, but not overwhelming. Our relationships need to deepen and broaden. We can't only ask parents to help us when we need it. We have to be there on parent issues such as seismic upgrading, school closures, child poverty, day care and affordable housing. And I don't mean just taking the right position. We have to be there on the streets, like parents were for us. It should have been an option to return to work but reject the deal. Unfortunately, this option was not available to teachers. There is some irony that the timing of the vote came in part due to a motion from a BCTF AGM requiring a vote to end a job action. This motion was to prevent a "sell out" from leadership at the end of a strike by stopping job action without membership consent. But it was never meant to rush a ratification vote. Teachers should have had two separate choices - do we return to work? Do we accept this contract? Teachers had about six hours to look at the contract language. They received conflicting information about the re-opener clause (which had been settled in bargaining at least three days earlier), and about the impact of the Education Fund. The BCTF claimed 850 new teachers would be hired, but failed to mention the layoffs this spring (such as 135 in Surrey alone), or that most of those hires had already happened with the Learning Improvement Fund. This year's new money for teachers is only the amount that had been spent on CUPE staff - probably about 15-30% of the fund. Teachers need adequate time to debate and consider an agreement and they have the right to see the actual language of the contract. These are basic democratic rights that any membership should insist from their union. We need to rethink how we ratify contracts. The government strategy of starving us out was effective. If we choose to take strike action next time, we need to think a lot more carefully about how long we can stay out. Striking at the beginning of the school year was very effective at creating pressure - especially due to the impact on International programs. Striking in June was not effective, and only added extra financial pressure on teachers. We need a properly funded strike fund. And teachers need to learn a lesson from the private sector that you should have several months savings to help you weather a longer strike. If government perceives this bargaining round as a win, which I believe they do, they will use these strategies again next time - lock outs and long strikes. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 10:16 AM 1 comment: Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest Saturday, September 20, 2014 BC Teacher strike - Lessons learned On the evening of the vote results, I found myself, with great difficulty, repeating the tried and true advice: "Don't mourn, organize." Because it is correct. There is much to do. And there are always setbacks and disappointments on the way to a better world. That said, it is also worth some analysis on the strike to guide the future. Here are my thoughts. Longest teacher strike in BC history Despite the outcome, perhaps the most incredible thing about this strike was the resolve of teachers. Although long strikes are more common in the private sector, for a public sector union this was a very long strike indeed. Three days of rotating strikes, followed by two weeks in June, followed by almost three weeks in September. Five weeks in total. This is more than double the length of the 2005 strike of two weeks. The length of the strike showed the depth of the resolve amongst teachers. Teachers understood clearly the severity of the issues at hand and the need for extended pressure in the context of a government that campaigned on and implements neo-liberal reforms. Teachers should be rightly proud of taking a stand and making a personal sacrifice to do so. And union leaders should take careful note that workers in British Columbia are willing to take action to stop concession bargaining and instead fight to win improvement. I hope we are at a historic breaking point from the thirty year concessionary bargaining of the North American labour movement. The length of the strike is also important for its knock on effect. Periods of history where labour makes gains are marked by frequent strikes and by more strike days. Not every one of these strikes results in victory. But the cumulative impact changes the balance of power. Employers get nervous if they believe the risk is high. And this in turn impacts the outcome of bargaining. The outcome I do not believe this strike was a victory. On the major issue, return of class size and composition limits, we failed. The Education Fund, as I've already noted, is a shell game. The money in will in short order be offset by increased costs to School Boards and stagnating per pupil funding. The "reopener" clause for government in the event of a court victory on our class size case will nullify potential gains from that win. The grievance settlement we paid for ourselves with the strike savings, relieving government from a potential liability and bargaining lever. On wages, the government did shift slightly. In spring they removed the requirement for sick day accumulation limits to pay for wages. They also shifted the timing to put more increases front loaded. But overall, the wages remain below inflation and so this is a concessionary contract in that respect. Teachers' buying power will go down over the life of the contract. The small increases to elementary preparation time are a genuine win, and this was a much better way to bargain the funds from the grievance settlement. These increases set a new standard in contract for elementary preparation time and this time is sorely needed. This is the only real improvement in working conditions in this contract. Teacher teaching on call (TTOC) per day rates increased for most TTOCs, but at the expense of those at the high end of the salary scale. This is probably overall a positive step, as there is a historic imbalance in the remuneration of teachers at the beginning and end of their careers. But it does come at the cost of experienced TTOCs who will pay for the change. Solidarity? Many teachers reluctantly voted yes because they felt a longer strike could significantly impact parent solidarity and the sympathy of the public. This may or may not be the case. Many vocal supporters were clear to indicate that support would continue regardless of the vote and that they were behind teachers in fighting for better classroom conditions. It is also the case that every public sector strike faces a conundrum - instead of monetary pressure on the employer, a strike creates public inconvenience. The widespread, organized support of parents and the continued support in polling was one of the great victories of this strike. This, more than anything else, pressured the government. The test now will be to ensure that the teacher/parent bonds that have been forged deepen and strengthen. Ultimately this will be required to win back smaller classes. Solidarity from organized labour is a more difficult assessment. It is first important to distinguish between the actions of the leadership of unions and the actions of individual members. Many individual union members showed great commitment. They came to our picket lines, they wrote letters, they rallied. Like parents, many actively organized in support. The labour leadership, five weeks into the strike, offered interest free loans to teachers and the BCTF. A few individual unions gave direct donations (notably Ontario teachers who donated $1,000,000). But the majority of the "support" came in the form of interest free loans. To me this is one of the tragic failures in this dispute, and a warning sign for workers in BC. While loans and donations are appreciated, what we need is collective pressure. BC now has a long and sad history of the union movement failing to step in with solidarity strikes when they are most needed. Two glaring examples stand out - long strikes by small private sector unions, such as the projectionists and now the IKEA workers, and public sector strikes. The failure of the BC Federation of Labour to mobilize with us is a continuation of the trend that sees joint labour action moribund. Nowhere was this more clear than during the "net zero" mandate, where there was so much reason for a joint coordinated response to a broad attack on public sector wages. Labour can and must work to support one another if we are to muster the strength needed to stop concession bargaining and regain what we have lost.  Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 10:32 AM 5 comments: Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest Wednesday, September 17, 2014 Response to Sandy Garossino A number of teachers have pointed to a string of tweets by Sandy Garossino, who spoke so eloquently about the meaning of Justice Griffin's decision during our strike. I very much respect and appreciate her support for teachers and careful explanation of the court case to the public. However I do disagree with her analysis on our bargaining situation. Here are my responses to her arguments: My assessment is that what you achieved is very close to the highest negotiated settlement possible for you, if not the highest. #bced At the decisive moments it is very normal for those who are taking risks to feel nervous, fearful and uncertain. The art of negotiation is not to blink just at this moment. Yes, this government has a very different agenda than teachers. Yes, this is an extremely difficult bargaining situation. But teachers, workers and citizens have not ever made substantial gains in easy conditions. It always takes risk and sacrifice to win improvements to public services. The history of the labour movement demonstrates that taking risks in seemingly impossible situations is what has won historic gains. The eight hour day, maternity leave, health and safety rights - none of these came easily. We are in an era of massive inequality in which the small few who benefit from privatizing public services are pushing very hard to substantively undermine public education. This isn't just in BC, it is around the world, typified in the Global Education Reform Movement (GERM). It won't be easy, but we will never win if we don't try. One of the most destructive aspects of litigation is the fantasy that there's a clear or certain path to victory & you just hv to find it. I actually don't usually support legal strategies to make gains for public services - I agree they are limited. But the path of the tentative agreement is exactly the one government wants: Limited new monies for public education (which can be taken somewhere else...through yet more downloading of costs onto school boards); silencing the most eloquent critics of privatization and underfunding, the teachers, for five years; eliminating the need to ever implement the court case in the event government loses. I don't have illusions in a clear or certain path. But every victory requires risk and courage. If you never take that path, you never reach your goal. Teachers: You have a LOT TO LOSE if you reject this deal and proceed directly to appeal. This cannot be overstated. #bcpoli #bced We have a lot to lose if we do take this deal. More educational change aimed at privatizing a public system with no teacher action/negotiations to challenge those changes; More years of chronic underfunding, teacher stress and burnout and lost opportunities for children; A repeat of this bargaining round when the "re-opener" happens if we win the court case. I am not convinced this deal is any/much better than a legislated agreement which would be the absolute worst case scenario. They cannot legislate away the court decision - it would be illegal and would hurt their case on appeal. I have no trust that the small additional dollars in the Education Fund will translate into more teachers. It is fundamentally the same as the LIF, and during the years of the LIF, teacher numbers have decreased. This is what our own union has documented. Now is not the time to blink. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 10:43 AM 12 comments: Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest Will the Education Fund improve classroom conditions? The tentative agreement negotiated this week includes an Education Fund which replaces the Learning Improvment Fund (LIF). Will this improve classroom conditions? Not much, if at all. The BCTF did an excellent analysis of the failure of the LIF, which I won't repeat here. But suffice it to say there are four main problems with the LIF: 1. it is about 1/4 of the funding needed for class sizes that match our previous language 2. some of the funding is spent on non-teacher resources 3. there is no method for fair allocation 4. there is no change in how classes are organized The net result is that after several years of the LIF, classroom conditions are worse, not better. The new Education fund only addresses one of these issues - spending on teachers. But this is insufficient to mean the fund will help you in your classroom. Here is the cold hard truth. Dollars In terms of dollars, the new fund will be $80 million per year, instead of $75 million per year. The $400 million figure the BCTF is publishing is for the six years combined. So the increase is a mere $5 million dollars per year for 500,000 students. That is $10 per student per year. The same amount spent on the botched computer system BCeSIS. This is wholly inadequate. The original BCTF bargaining position of $225 million should have been our bottom line. Even that amount is far short of the $330 million removed from the 2002 legislation. Teachers hired? The new fund will be spent exclusively on teachers and this is an improvement. But the BCTF claim that this translates into 850 new positions per year is disingenuous. Firstly, as this REPLACES the LIF, the only new positions are those created by the extra $5 million and the funding that was previously used on Educational Assistants. In my District, the LIF was used to hire 6 additional teachers. With the changes to the Education Fund, this will likely change to 10-15. But as we have 45 schools, this means only 5-10 schools will see an additional teacher. Most school will see no change whatsover. The supposed 850 new positions are really more like 3-400 new positions, and it is really important to understand that these positions are TEMPORARY. Both the Education Fund and the previous LIF were allocated each year on a year-by-year basis. So we will not see new additional teachers each year. Just like the LIF, we will see a couple of new hires in September who are then excess in June, and the process repeats. Allocation of funds As with the LIF, teachers will be consulted, but the District will ultimately make the decision. It has been an unhealthy and destructive process to have teachers and schools arguing over who should get the tiny pot of money. Class composition The new fund does nothing to change how classes are organized. Critically, with inadequate funds, Districts will continue to cluster students with Individual Education Plans into single classrooms and place EAs in those classes. Don't expect any changes to the number of classes with more than three students with an IEP. In the BCTF analysis of the LIF, Larry Kuehn asks "How, then, if 500 teaching jobs were to be created by the fund, did the reported number of FTE teachers in the system actually fall by 33?" I fear with the Education Fund we will be asking the same question. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 7:58 AM 4 comments: Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest Tuesday, September 16, 2014 Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Despite what I know was a herculean effort on the part of our bargaining team, I very much hope that BC teachers will vote no to the tentative agreement. After five weeks of strike, and twelve years of legal battles, this is not the deal that will restore sanity to public education and it is not a fair deal for teachers and students. Just as teachers in Saskatchewan rejected a deal to ensure a better outcome, I hope BC teachers will consider a no vote to let our team know we have to go back to the bargaining table. Class size, composition The agreement provided a modified LIF fund starting at $75 million per year and increasing to $85 by the last year. It is for teachers only, which will mean a slight improvement in Districts where sizeable portions were spent on Education Assistants or senior District staff rather than teachers. However, in an average size District like Victoria (20,000 students, 1,000 teachers), this will translate into about 5-10 more teachers. That is one for every five schools. To put it in comparison, Justice Griffin's judgement estimated the lost funding due to lost class size language at about $330 million in current dollars. (Read more here about the proposed Education Fund.) I heard so many teachers speak up about the need to ensure that we do not return to over-crowded classes when the strike ends. This agreement does very little to alleviate what is the most pressing issue. Throwing away the court victory The agreement provides a "reopener" in the event we win on appeal our class size language. What this means is that the language returns, but is not implemented until new language is negotiated. Without the actual implementation of the returned language, there will be very little incentive for the government to bargain it back. We would essentially be back in the very same position we are in today, with government trying to bargain it out and us trying to bargain it back in. In my opinion, even if we were legislated back to work we would be in a superior position. If we won the appeal the government would then be forced to implement the language. We are thus throwing away our historic court victory and the bargaining pressure it potentially creates. The reopener is really only mildly less offensive than E80. In both cases, we have to bargain back what was illegally taken from our contract and the government will probably never have to restore it. In fact, the "reopener" creates the perfect opportunity for government to lock us out to try and force us to agree to something far inferior. Throwing away the remedy for the last twelve years The agreement provides $105 million to compensate for grievances over-sized classes for the last twelve years. Using Justice Griffin's estimates, our loss is roughly $300 million times 12 = over $3 billion. I cannot fathom how $105 million is a fair compromise. The BCTF's original proposal to put this money back into the system was a more fair and productive approach. This agreement means we can no longer go to the courts for a fair remedy. Wages The agreement is very close to government's original offer. While I would be willing to accept this if the class size language was returned, teachers should not be taking such a significant monetary loss without the commensurate gain in working conditions. We have lost roughly 12% of our annual salary. We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut. Minimal improvements There are very minimal improvements in preparation time for elementary teachers (10 minutes per week), and TTOC daily rate. The TTOC daily rate change may depend on your grid placement. It could actually be a wage loss for long term TTOCs who are above category 5 and step 7. There is also $11 million in health and dental benefits. At 40,000 members, this is $275 each. Hardly worth consideration in the context of the rest of the agreement. What next? There are a variety of options if we vote no. We can continue the strike. We can choose to return to work and continue bargaining. We do not, and should not, accept an agreement that doesn't meet our needs and doesn't meet the needs of students and public education. When Saskatchewan teachers rejected the first deal which had 5.5% wage increases over four years, the second deal had 7.3% increases over four years. They have said this still isn't good enough. For us, our main issue is classroom conditions. We need to say this isn't good enough. The way to do that is to vote no. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 7:48 PM 124 comments: Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest Saturday, September 13, 2014 Class composition: a human rights perspective Christy Clark enraged teachers and surprised many when she tweeted that class composition was one of her primary concerns. Those of us working in schools who have for twelve long years been trying to bring this issue into the public discourse thought: well, it's about time. It was over twenty years ago that Charter rights guaranteed students with disabilities an education in mainstream classrooms. No longer would students be relegated to special schools or special classrooms. They were legally entitled to be in class with all other students and to experience the equivalent educational opportunities. The integration of students with special needs and the subsequent increase of these students within the student population is at the heart of the "class composition" issue. In the 1990's, teachers in British Columbia negotiated limits to how many students with special needs would be in any one classroom. They also negotiated smaller classes for those with students with special needs. The purpose was twofold. First, placing limits on any individual class ensures that the overall distribution of students is even across classrooms. This creates diverse classes in every school. It also ensures that any individual teacher has adequate time to prepare individualized lessons for each of those students. When Bill 28 eliminated these provisions, and with additional legislation in 2002 that removed targeting funds towards individual students, school Districts responded with a practice of "clustering". It works like this. If the per student funding provides some money, and a student with a funded designation provides a little bit more money, then pool that money together, hire a single Educational Assistant, and place all the students with special needs into that class to have access to the Educational Assistant. The result is that in a school with two or three classes at one grade level, one class will have high numbers of students with special needs and an Educational Assistant while the other classes will have relatively few students with special needs and no Educational Assistant. Thus the effect of removing limits for individual classrooms is to create a system of partial segregation. There are the classes with high numbers of students with special needs and those with significantly lower numbers. Specialty programs like Academies and French Immersion can further exacerbate this distribution. The Liberal government cynically adopted an argument put forward by the Victoria Confederacy of Parent Advisory Councils that the practice of limiting students with special needs in one class is discriminatory. Nothing could be further from the truth. Not only does removing limits encourage clustering, it also impacts educations opportunities for those students in a system that is chronically underfunded. Charter rights require that students with special needs have equivalent educational opportunities to all other students. This means that more funding and resources must be directed towards those students if required to provide an equivalent opportunity for those children. But without class composition limits, one teacher could have to prepare upwards of a dozen individual programs for a single class of students. Given the ninety minutes of preparation time per week, this simply isn't possible. Moreover, the sharing of limited resources among students and the use of Educational Assistants rather than Special Education teachers means students with individual education plans receive little if any targeted instruction beyond what the classroom teacher can provide. It is not uncommon for a student with a learning disability to have about 15 minutes per week with a special education teacher. I have met a Grade 2 teacher who prepared 18 different reading programs for her class. If a single classroom teacher has many students with individual plans, the time available for each plan and each student  becomes increasingly limited. Diverse and equitable classrooms are created when each classroom has a similar diversity within it, not when students with special needs are clustered together because of funding limitations. This is what per class limits facilitate. This is what teachers want restored to our contract. Without these limits and with chronic underfunding we are providing the exact opposite. Children with special needs who require more are receiving less: - less teacher time, less specialist time and less genuine integration. All of this is to explain why government proposal E80 is so problematic in the current bargaining context. It eliminates limits in favour of a small pot of money with no accountability for how that money is spent. We know from experience this leads to inequities and clustering. And we know that limits for individual classrooms leads to diversity and integration. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 11:55 AM 1 comment: Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest Thursday, September 11, 2014 Class size and composition - a short visual history I put this table together today to share with parents and community members at our information forum this evening, but please feel free to share. It is a slight simplification as it doesn't deal with exempted classes like music, classes in distributed learning, special education class, the "fudge factor" allowing overages in special circumstances and so forth. But if you want to know the basics of how class size and composition have changed over the last twelve years through three rounds of legislation, this is an overview. It is based on the Greater Victoria collective agreement. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 3:51 PM 2 comments: Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest Saturday, September 6, 2014 Guest post - I WILL HOLD THE LINE This guest post is from a Victoria teacher explaining to her colleagues why she is willing to hold the line in our strike.  --- Hi. My name is Dana Bjornson.  I’ve been teaching Math and Physics at Esquimalt for 15 years and I’m a teach-aholic. I am at this mic to PROUDLY say that I WILL HOLD THE LINE. I WILL HOLD THE LINE because I am sick and tired of the children of this province being treated like crap by their government. I WILL HOLD THE LINE for those students who need the extra help, the extra time, the extra resources because life didn’t deal them the same hand as the rest of their classmates. I WILL HOLD THE LINE because I only have time to put out the fires and help the squeaky wheel kids and I often wonder how many of my amazingly talented introverts are falling through the cracks because I don’t have time to ask them how they are doing that week. I WILL HOLD THE LINE for the parents on my Facebook that have practically begged me to hold the line. I WILL HOLD THE LINE because I shouldn’t have to send my kids to private school to receive the same education I had in public school. I WILL HOLD THE LINE because when you read the fine print on Christy Clark’s winning campaign mantra, “Families First”, it turns out she actually meant  “Wealthy Families First”. I WILL HOLD THE LINE because I have accepted “The Duct Tape Challenge.” This challenge requires teachers to stop allowing themselves to be treated as the duct tape holding this system together, then to share videos of themselves on social media actually having a life outside of school. Now I don’t know about you, but I am pretty busy these days… raising kids, maintaining a cleanish household, usually working, binge watching on Netflix…  I don’t have time to build a school in Ecuador.  <but I will donate to those who do.> I don’t have the energy to paddle/cycle/run/moonwalk to raise money for social causes. <but I will donate to those who do.> What I can do, though, is HOLD THE FREAKING LINE.  We need to hold this government accountable!  No more band aid approaches!  No more Mrs. Nice Bjornson and NO MORE DUCT TAPE! Thank you.  Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 4:48 PM No comments: Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest Tuesday, September 2, 2014 Teachers - let your leadership know it is time to hold the line As teachers return to picket lines in BC there is considerable discussion as to strategy and tactics for the coming weeks. I argued in my last blog post that now is the time to hold the line. Should teachers return, the pressure on government would immediately evaporate and their program to eliminate class size provisions (regardless of any future court rulings - see proposal E80) would be the only deal on offer. Teachers need to be prepared to hold the line and take the financial pressure long enough to force government to bargain in good faith. In twelve long years never have we been in this position - with two victorious court cases and our most solid strike vote in history. Thousands of parents, students and citizens are looking to us for leadership in winning back the learning conditions we know our students deserve. It is time for resolve and commitment, despite fears, uncertainty and financial hardship. We do not want to look back on this struggle and wish "if only we had...". To that end, it is important that teachers let their leadership know their commitment to holding the line. I would urge teachers to write to the BCTF Executive Committee (emails here) expressing their commitment to our collective action, which we voted on in historic numbers. It is always the responsibility of rank and file members to keep leadership held to account and informed of the membership's will. Particularly at times when there may be many pressures and stresses does the rank and file of a union need to organize and ensure that the union follows the path in everyone's collective interest.  Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 8:35 PM No comments: Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest Newer Posts Older Posts Home Subscribe to: Posts (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts All Comments Atom All Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ▼  September (9) Reflections on the BC Teacher Strike BC Teacher strike - Lessons learned Response to Sandy Garossino Will the Education Fund improve classroom conditio... Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Class composition: a human rights perspective Class size and composition - a short visual histor... Guest post - I WILL HOLD THE LINE Teachers - let your leadership know it is time to ... ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2014/09/tentative-agreement-yes-or-no.html?showComment=1411003047161,Staffroom Confidential: Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, September 16, 2014 Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Despite what I know was a herculean effort on the part of our bargaining team, I very much hope that BC teachers will vote no to the tentative agreement. After five weeks of strike, and twelve years of legal battles, this is not the deal that will restore sanity to public education and it is not a fair deal for teachers and students. Just as teachers in Saskatchewan rejected a deal to ensure a better outcome, I hope BC teachers will consider a no vote to let our team know we have to go back to the bargaining table. Class size, composition The agreement provided a modified LIF fund starting at $75 million per year and increasing to $85 by the last year. It is for teachers only, which will mean a slight improvement in Districts where sizeable portions were spent on Education Assistants or senior District staff rather than teachers. However, in an average size District like Victoria (20,000 students, 1,000 teachers), this will translate into about 5-10 more teachers. That is one for every five schools. To put it in comparison, Justice Griffin's judgement estimated the lost funding due to lost class size language at about $330 million in current dollars. (Read more here about the proposed Education Fund.) I heard so many teachers speak up about the need to ensure that we do not return to over-crowded classes when the strike ends. This agreement does very little to alleviate what is the most pressing issue. Throwing away the court victory The agreement provides a "reopener" in the event we win on appeal our class size language. What this means is that the language returns, but is not implemented until new language is negotiated. Without the actual implementation of the returned language, there will be very little incentive for the government to bargain it back. We would essentially be back in the very same position we are in today, with government trying to bargain it out and us trying to bargain it back in. In my opinion, even if we were legislated back to work we would be in a superior position. If we won the appeal the government would then be forced to implement the language. We are thus throwing away our historic court victory and the bargaining pressure it potentially creates. The reopener is really only mildly less offensive than E80. In both cases, we have to bargain back what was illegally taken from our contract and the government will probably never have to restore it. In fact, the "reopener" creates the perfect opportunity for government to lock us out to try and force us to agree to something far inferior. Throwing away the remedy for the last twelve years The agreement provides $105 million to compensate for grievances over-sized classes for the last twelve years. Using Justice Griffin's estimates, our loss is roughly $300 million times 12 = over $3 billion. I cannot fathom how $105 million is a fair compromise. The BCTF's original proposal to put this money back into the system was a more fair and productive approach. This agreement means we can no longer go to the courts for a fair remedy. Wages The agreement is very close to government's original offer. While I would be willing to accept this if the class size language was returned, teachers should not be taking such a significant monetary loss without the commensurate gain in working conditions. We have lost roughly 12% of our annual salary. We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut. Minimal improvements There are very minimal improvements in preparation time for elementary teachers (10 minutes per week), and TTOC daily rate. The TTOC daily rate change may depend on your grid placement. It could actually be a wage loss for long term TTOCs who are above category 5 and step 7. There is also $11 million in health and dental benefits. At 40,000 members, this is $275 each. Hardly worth consideration in the context of the rest of the agreement. What next? There are a variety of options if we vote no. We can continue the strike. We can choose to return to work and continue bargaining. We do not, and should not, accept an agreement that doesn't meet our needs and doesn't meet the needs of students and public education. When Saskatchewan teachers rejected the first deal which had 5.5% wage increases over four years, the second deal had 7.3% increases over four years. They have said this still isn't good enough. For us, our main issue is classroom conditions. We need to say this isn't good enough. The way to do that is to vote no. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 7:48 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 124 comments: Troy MooreSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:17 PM The EC recommendation states the open clause will be argued from restored language. However, selling our grievances for nothing as the 105 million is strike savings, is plenty of reason to vote no. Further, no composition caps, but a fund controlled by Superintendents is enough reason to vote no. Thursday I will vote no.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:06 PM Re-opener also says "education fund" in place until new language bargained, so old language can disappear forever.Delete Reply Mme RousseauSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:33 PM Government starved us to death hoping we'd vote yes to whatever deal they'd offer. Planned it from the start.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:07 PM We can sill choose (collectively) to return to work if we reject this deal. Many options.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:09 PM Great analysis, Tara! I think that returning to work would be a bad idea. This will frustrate parents more if they need to find new ways to deal with taking care fo kids. USe the money given to you by the other unions. I am a teacher who had to quit for stress over the terrible condition of work (split FI grade 4/5, several low LD kids with little support, one severe with no support, 2 gifted (no support), and a principal who expected me to teach 2 separate social studies AND science programs)Delete Reply Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:56 PM Good points by all but the gov't succeeded in starving my family out and completly breaking us. I will be voting YES and live to fight another dayReplyDelete Replies schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:21 PM 'Fight another day'? In the last twelve years that we have been pushing back against this government, never has the tide tide been so much with teachers, class size/composition, and public education - and never has the government been pushed back onto the ropes (especially with the call for binding arbitration). What 'other day' is being proposed that we wait for? Now is the time. Vote 'no' and give the BCTF bargaining team a renewed mandate to get a decent deal for students and teachers.Delete Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:10 PM "Another day" means to wake up and realize that 2more weeks means my family of 5 could lose our home. It means I will do all I can to recall Cc, Factbender, and other mla's, and maybe even having "a guy I know" have a chat with them. In year 1 of their reign, I don't believe they even know what "the ropes" are. I will vote YES ...for my family, and I can live with thatDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:12 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply Karen FergusonSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:03 PM Just a question: When the Saskatchewan teachers voted no, had they already been on strike for 5 weeks?ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM No. They are working with no contract. They are not on strike.Delete Shannon DavisSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:23 AM I am a Saskatchewan teacher. We are not on strike; we are currently in the conciliation process after voting "no" to 2 previous offersDelete Reply "Mama Rose"September 16, 2014 at 9:27 PM Can we truly return to work without agreeing and continue bargaining? When I suggested returning to work a few weeks ago, the answer was "being on strike puts pressure on the gov't and without pressure they have no reason to settle." And can you explain more how legislating us back would be better than agreeing to this deal? And finally, why would the BCTF executive put forward a deal that was not a good one?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:30 PM Because they need confirmation of the resolve of the membership to get something better. That is what a no vote does.Delete Reply Troylana MSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:28 PM some great points to ponder, tara......thinking thinking....ReplyDelete schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:43 PM If we vote 'no' to the tentative deal we still have options: We'd not have a contract. But we could... a) strike with full picket lines b) partially strike with phase 1 (work-to-rule) in schools c) partially strike with periodic/rotating job action d) continue negotiating e) return to work and re-escalate strike f) some/all of the above ReplyDelete Replies Caroline MackenzieSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:21 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:14 PM a) will expedite matters (I say less that 3 days)Delete Reply danabjornsonSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:05 PM I am thinking that a legislated, crappier contract would only be in effect for 2 years max (before elections...). If we take this offer, then we will be agreeing to this pseudo-E80. Should we win the court case (which we likely will), we will have to settle on the terms of the THIS negotiated contract which doesn't actually restore learning conditions; it simply allows for those conditions to be negotiated. If we say n, then we default to the 2002 contract, which DOES restore the language. A "yes" vote is saying that we are good on "crumbs"; a "no" vote is saying we want an actual meal. That's my understanding, anyway. Please correct me where I am wrong, Tara. :)ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:44 PM And word is IF they legislate, they could opt to legislate back Grade 10-12 only causing the union to have to lay off all teachers and re-hire based on seniority. That will tear the union at the seams pitting teacher against teacher for those positions. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:17 PM There will be a general strike if that were to happen! They better not do this. They will regret it.Delete Reply imaginefunlearningSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:09 PM Some good points on the background of our fight over the past 12 years, which I have been actively engaged in; however we need to recognize the climate we are in. We are not in Sask. people! We have just come through a very long summer!! We need to thank our @bctf bargaining team & recognize the toll this has taken on all of us & our families. I don't have the luxury of more time on the strike line. This may be as good as it gets. Let's read the agreement and consider getting back to work and making some $ again! That's my 2 cents worth, which would come in really handy right now!!!ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:18 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply RobSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:11 PM Go back in work to rule mode. Work this winter to recall every Liberal MLA. ThAt is the only way to apply pressure to these criminals. ReplyDelete Replies Kate RestonSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:03 PM Recall! Not sure who won the battle but the war is still onDelete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:14 AM Well said Kate... I agree 100%Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:20 PM I think say NO and a better deal will be done in less than 3 days. These guys are not criminals, they are lower than that. I bet they get a sick pleasure in hurting the kids and the teachers.Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:31 PM An official recall is in the works: https://www.facebook.com/groups/316129595235450/?fref=ts Please consider joining.Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:26 AM Leah - do you honestly think anyone who voted BC Liberal did so thinking that they would act any differently on the education file?Delete Reply JJSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:16 PM I am glad to see other members who share my views. I am outraged at a 1.2 percent "raise" in salary per year that doesn't even meet inflation of currently 2%. I feel used and abused.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:23 PM Not to mention all of the other pittance! I am actually surprised that Iker asked teachers to vote on this! Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:18 PM Hi Tara Thanks for the summary! Will we be able to vote NO to the deal, but vote YES to returning to work? Will there be three options when we vote Thursday? Why did the BCTF agree to a substandard deal for us? If we vote no to a deal that was recommended to us, the teachers look like the bad guys and public approval will plummet. I am very disappointed and frustratedReplyDelete Replies KataSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:12 AM Public approval will not necessarily plummet. I have seen strikes where the membership has voted against the executive's "best results to date", and ended up with a better offer. This offer is an insult. The $300 million will not bring funding to the national average (I believe). More importantly, the wage offer is half of the average wage increase for public and private workers (StatsCan). Delete Reply MontySeptember 16, 2014 at 10:19 PM Thank you, Tara. My thoughts too, more clearly expressed. As well, Thursday is too soon to vote, too soon to vote, too soon to vote........ReplyDelete Richard ChalkeSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:21 PM Vote no and lose every shred of public support...just sayin!ReplyDelete Replies UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:31 AM I am a member of the public and would support a "no" vote. js!.Delete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:01 AM Richard Chalke, NO you won't! I am a mother with 3 adopted special needs children who need to be in a class that is designed for them and others like them (my kids are academically slightly delayed but their issues are more social and behavioural) where they can receive the education they deserve taught in a way they can comprehend. I will speak now for all the parents I know, and we will support the teacher's if they continue to fight for our children's best interest.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:28 PM It might not be pretty at first, but once we explain things (and I hope the Mandarin-speaking teachers flood the Richmond organization that voiced their concerns), they will back us. The 3 billions that the judge came to is the first I hear about. This should be stated to every newsmedia comment section in the province. Minimize pickets and flood those outlets with commenters, just like the Liberals do. Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:45 PM I am a member of the public and a single Mother of a child in the public school system. You will NOT lose one bit of my support if you vote no. I know that you are sacrificing so that my child can have a better education, and I am most grateful for it. Having said that, I also know that you are exhausted and broke. I have been dreading that you may have to settle for less than what you (we) deserve because the government succeeded in breaking you. I am not in your shoes, so cannot judge. If the vote is a yes, I understand and I am still behind you. Delete Reply Alison RocheSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:25 PM It is a crap deal. It's always a crap deal. Once you raise the stakes to striking, anything else is a cave in. The last time we walked out was the 3 day illegal strike where I threw away 1200$ and got EXACTLY the same contract I had the year before. The BCTF called it a win because they didn't rip up MORE of my contract. Ridiculous. There are a few of us that believe that working to contract, doing 100% of your teaching job and nothing more (like paying for supplies out of your own pocket or EC) is the only way teachers will survive this government. What if they get re-elected again? Then what? Teachers have lost thousands to these clowns to make "statements" about the state of public education in this province. We can't keep sacrificing ourselves and our families. And in the meantime, you talk to parents about why you have to take this crappy road. Because up until this strike they mostly didn't care about the state of education, but god forbid you didn't run a Sports Day. Then suddenly they wanted to know what the hell was going on. Keep the conversation going in schools. Attend your PAC meetings and stop enabling this govt to underfund and overwork the system. And still get paid!ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:20 AM I am very excited at the prospect of returning to my beloved job on Friday. However I will NOT continue to put my personal money into my classroom and I will be seriously reconsidering my involvement in extra curriculars. I think we shoot ourselves in the foot with all the unpaid work we so willingly volunteer to do. Delete Reply FCSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:38 PM I heard a rumour last week from a loose lipped government insider that after the 22nd, depending on the outcome of the negotiations the Liberals were going to announce a 3 step process. I was not clear if this was based on 3 steps to resolve the strike (perhaps the 3rd step is legislation??) or 3 steps to overhaul the education system, either way, they will settle it outright. I wish you all luck and all the information that you need to make a sound decision of what you feel is best.ReplyDelete Replies Lisa BurrowsSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:53 PM I have heard similar rumours. On the 23rd, the gov. was planning on introducing a $6000 per year voucher system for 3 choices: an academic or trades program, or something called EducationCanada. Not clear whether their intention was to privatize the public system, de-certify teachers and hire them back under new wage/benefits. Not clear where these rumours originated from. Maybe fear tactics to get teachers to vote yes. In any event, I plan on voting yes. I signed up to be a teacher, not a martyr. This strike has cost us a lot. We need to regain our livelihood and hopefully continue the conversation about class composition. We have at least awakened many people to the issue, and the court case is still an avenue that could eventually improve teaching and learning conditions.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:33 PM I urge all teachers to fight and say NO to this deal. Retired teacher who had to retire because horrendous work conditions. Make me proud. They will not last long if you say NO! I know this is tough, but there is money and I hear that Van City does offer loan at low to 0 %. Banks do allow you to miss a mortgage payment. Go talki to your banker.Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM Will school districts require teachers to make up missed days, as suggested in the media? Will the school calendar be changing to make up for the missed three weeks and if so will we be made aware of those changes PRIOR to the vote? ReplyDelete KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:41 PM "Wages..... We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut." And that is the cost of going on strike!!! There is nothing that can be done about that. You cannot go on strike and put up the raise you want every week to compensate for your time on strike - it doesn't work that way.ReplyDelete Replies Drew StevensonSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:59 AM I believe the missing "..." Suggests that they meant to refer to the losses against inflation since the last wage step increase. Thus this contract does not allow us to recover the buying power lost to inflation since the last non contract or "0%" year. Add those up and compare against the proposed increase and you see that by the end of the contract, we won't be able to afford the same value of goods (loaves of bread, watts of energy, litres of gas) that we could at the end of the last contracts term. It was not a comment about wages that were lost in the strike. Those are really small potatoes when compared to the grinding power of inflation over years and years. The next contract will use this latest for a bench mark so these losses to inflation will grind at all teachers for as long as they teach. A death of a thousand cuts to our ability to afford basic goods and services. Any raise less than inflation is a cut to the value placed on us and on our ability to pay our bills. Delete Reply Ed SSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:09 PM Having lost $20,000 (including summer school wages) as the single income for a family of five is far too much; I will be voting YES to the deal, unless the independently wealthy teachers out there who wish to continue the strike will pay my bills and mortgage for me.ReplyDelete Replies Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:14 PM I feel ya. Yes for meDelete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:18 AM Ed S. With all due respect (and I mean that), how did you lose $20,000 in the strike? Teachers were out 2 weeks (all out) before they were supposed to be in June, and now 3 weeks for the start of school? It is my understanding that teachers don't get paid through the summer months. Please correct me if I'm wrong, wherever I'm wrong. Shouldn't you have been financially alright for the summer months at least? Also all teachers knew this strike had a possibility of extending into the new school year but no one teacher budgeted for this possibility? I'm truly just trying to get a clear picture of where this all stems. NO disrespect intended.Delete BlairSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:12 AM Kelly, not Ed but if you look at the numbers there was the 10% lockout haircut in May/June plus the loss of most of June and the loss of much of September. In our 1 teacher (1 non) household we calculated a $9 K - $10 K loss so far. If you add summer school earnings you can easily make the loss in the $20 k zone. As for budgeting, we budget for the summer, but did not expect the 10% haircut, nor the loss of June/Sept days which completely messed our budgeting calculations. A very good friend (single teaching mother) was crushed by the loss of the June income and is without a penny today.Delete Mr. SmoothSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:35 PM The only one who didn't get a haircut was Jim Iker... and he needs one more than anyone else. What's with that over-coiffed 70"s mullet Jim? Does wonders for the BCTF brand image!Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:55 PM Jim's hair is not open for discussion in a respectful space like this. As for his salary, he is a teacher who does not get paid when we are on strike.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:04 PM Totally agree!Delete Reply Mr. GSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:24 PM If I thought they could do any better I would agree with voting NO, but you have to be realistic. The BCTF does not use professionals to bargain and always ends up with much less than they promise the membership when asking for a strike vote. While this is not a great deal for teachers, I really think you're fooling yourself if you think it'll get any better.ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:02 AM BCTF needs to be replaced with younger more adept representatives and advocates. Also, we should be hiring professional contract negotiators - you don't go into battle with cut throat corporate types with a wooden knife. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:37 PM This is BAD deal! Say NO to it and show those (expletives) that we will not take it anymore! Come on! Show them that teachers have a spine! They will respect us, oddly!Delete Reply retaSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:51 PM I agree with Richard. Those in the public that are uniformed would be furious, and there are many teachers who just can't afford to use their wages as their voice any longer - too much has already been donated to the government. In my opinion, the deal is pretty lame. I am sitting on the fence.ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:24 AM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:26 AM So true!!! I cannot afford to fight this battle for public education any longer. Why is this my personal and professional obligation??? However I think this deal is weak weak weak. I also think its the best we are going to get. Ideologically I'm on the fence but my wallet will vote YES.Delete Reply SirThinksToo MuchSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:54 PM My wife and I will be voting "Yes" on Thursday for it is the middle path. The easy path would have been for us to go back to school with E-80 & E-81 over our heads. The difficult path would be for us to vote "No" and put our mortgage at risk and having to continue asking retired parents for handouts to feed a family with three kids. The middle path is the wisest choice for us considering the current political climate in which those who do not teach are the quickest to judge it harshly.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:41 PM I understand that this is really tough for you! I almost died teaching a few month ago. I had to quit. Please consider holding on and say no. Remember the short loss in salary will be offset in the LONG-RUn by better salary increase. This is a joke! They will be laughing at you even more if we accept this. This is a very bad deal! However, I do respect your position!Delete Reply DaleSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:16 AM Why would classroom conditions be better on October 9th after being legislated back? We have been outplayed because of our stubborn refusal to outdated, tired old tactics. It is because of these actions that have led us to this terrible deal. Time to reset, regroup and stock up for the long haul. Can't do it if half the members commit hara kiri on themselves. We are a union of professionals not a cult. ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:49 AM Could not agree more.Delete schreck!September 17, 2014 at 9:44 AM Could you please advise which tactics you believe could have been used to secure a superior deal?Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:47 AM Full disclosure: I'm a BC Liberal supporter. The only people who would benefit from a NO vote are the BC Liberals. Teachers would be bargaining with no leverage whatsoever and would be viewed by a large segment of the population as unreasonable. The BC Liberals then get portray themselves as the only party capable of dealing with the BCTF. schreck! says that the BCTF has the government on the ropes, but he couldn't be farther from the truth. The government wants people to view the BCTF as their primary opponent. Disputes like this just shore up the BC Liberal base and protect its right flank. Any half-baked recall campaign will only reinforce that. It's true teachers aren't going to recoup the lost wages from the strike. I would suggest to you that that means this job action was probably not in teachers' interests, especially without any sort of appreciable strike fund. This is the best deal teachers were ever going to get with this government and people should have been able to recognize that in June. If you want my advice (which you probably don't), it would be to spend the next 5 years building up a strike fund, electing better leaders, and hiring a professional negotiating team. Don't bring a knife to a gunfight and expect things to go well. Focus on getting the best deal you can from whoever the government is rather than trying to change the government, the HST, Kinder Morgan or a thousand different issues that distract from education and erode the union's finances further. You'd be doing yourself a favour, and probably doing the NDP a favour at the same time. Also, if schreck! is David Schreck, you can thank his opposition to STV for the last two BC Liberal majorities. I know I do.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:11 PM One step would be to stop making political contributions to the NDP. This only contributes to the childish animosity and lack of trust that has constantly characterized negotiations. How else can the Socreds/Liberals view teachers except as enemies when they so publicly support their opponents. This stupid confrontational immature approach has to STOP!!!!! Education should not be a political fight when it is so obviously a valuable benefit to our society. It was an NDP government that legislated teachers back to work in 1993. Stop making education a political fight.Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:10 PM I don't think they have to go that far. CUPE and the Nurses still contribute to the NDP yet they don't have the same acrimonious relationship. CUPE and the Nurses just make their members their priority, and broader advocacy second.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:55 PM Ryan (possibly a Liberal paid commenter), with all due respect, I disagree with you. The cumulative increase in lieu of this will be better. Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can. I say to Iker, ask for 6% over 3 years because these people love to play the 15% over 15 year game to make it so big on the surface. Some people think that this is 15% every year. Believe me! I have seen it in comment sections. Others believe that the 15% is too high not understanding that they must divide things over the duration of the contract. It is time that we play it smarter. It is time to put the foot down and ask for money given to us by other unions, if it is needed. Banks can accept one late mortgage payment. It would be suicidal for them to not help. Imagine the possible damage if that ever leaks out. They could lose a lot in teacher money. I for one would pull my money out of a bank in support! Teachers are going to show this government that we have a spine! Enough is enough! Aren't you tired of being treated like kids? (Retired teacher who almost died in a car accident because of work conditions that were horrendous. I had to quit.)Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 AM Not paid by the BC Liberals. I pay them actually... :/ I imagine astroturfers of any affiliation wouldn't disclose their bias. "Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can." How did that work in May 2013? If the teachers reject a contract that their own union endorsed, it will make teachers seem unreasonable. Whether that perception is true or fair is irrelevant. It's what will happen, and teachers will be weaker as a result. Take my advice. Build up a strike fund and focus on the internal governance of the BCTF for the next 6 years. You'll be better off for it. Or not. I don't mind you or others making it easier for the party I support to get elected. I'd just rather not see kids and teachers hurt in the process.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:37 AM Ah! The "don't-hurt-kids" card, hey, when you have underfunded education for 12 years! WOW! That takes the cake! Are your trolling? Oh! You are serious? :) Would you be surprised if I don't follow your advice, considering your lack of logic? Would you be surprised if others don't follow your advice? It is ttue that bullies like you and your ilks love to show who is the boss, who is the teacher now! I suspect that is at the root of the problem! No one wants to fail in school! No one wants to get the strap! Sad that today's teachers don't like it too! But, who cares, we are ... teachers! We deserve it! BAH! BAH! BAH!Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:22 PM That's fine. I look forward to another 16 years of BC Liberal government.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:41 PM 16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate! Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan! Sociopaths do that!Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 9:35 AM "16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate!" 16 years of our opponents still don't understand why they lost. Like I said, that's fine with me. If I said the Liberals would be in power for at least another 13 years back in 2004 you probably would have laughed too. Heck, if I told you on May 13 last year that the BC Liberals would be reelected on May 14 you'd probably have laughed too. And you were wrong. Why is that? Answer that question if you want the NDP to win the next election. Without a correct answer to it, the NDP's cause is hopeless. "Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan!" You feel they are flawed, and that's fine. I don't go around calling people who disagree with me sociopaths, nor do I accuse them of being paid shills. But I also don't feel much need to address your ad hominems. There are logical arguments to support your position, but argumentum ad hominem is not one of them. It's a textbook logical fallacy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 1:15 PM Ah! Now I get it! It is all ego-based! You think because you voted the winning party that you are a winner and we are losers! You think because you predicted that the Liberals would win, you are winner. That does not make YOU a winner or the Liberals! It is called DEMOGRAPHICS, you expletives. The baby boomers are getting old and because they have more assets and won't make a whole lot more for too long, they need to vote a govn't who is going to do just that! It is not rocket science! WOW! You think you are so superior when your party stole an election with 47% of the popular vote. That's not a majority and your party should not have been elected. BTW, did you delete from your ethical memory the words Ethnic voting scandal? The field is slanted and you know it. However, you are so willing to minimize, forget the scams and bad fairplay tactics like a sociopath is allowed to minimize or ignore his or victims emotions that you don't see that you are the loser, we are the victim of your constant bullying. 1% wage increases after years of 0% increases and you can justify that when Yahoo reports that the average Canadian can hope to get 2.5% this and next year: https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html You Liberals behave like fascists, but we can't call you that because that's not allowed! Well! Guess what? It is and you are. Live with it! You keep on dreaming you are a genius! :) I am retired, getting soon a nice pension, and laughing at you from a beach somewhere! AHAHA! Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 2:14 PM What's with the name calling Peter? For someone claiming to be retired you really don't show the wisdom of age. For someone who talks about logic, you use logical fallacies like ad hominems a lot too. It's a fair point that the BC Liberals didn't get a majority of the vote (and I'm a very big supporter of electoral reform). The BC Liberals + Conservatives did though, and I don't think it's realistic to expect the BC Conservatives to have been more generous had they been part of government. Last time I checked I just voted. I didn't "victimize" anyone. Perhaps your rage is misplaced. If you think the election was "stolen" I'm afraid I have to question your grasp on reality though. "Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?" I'm glad you'll have a pleasant retirement Peter. I have no ill will towards you. I'm not sure why you think I do. I'm not saying people were *right* to vote BC Liberal. That's a matter of opinion. All I'm saying is people *did* vote BC Liberal. More voted BC Liberal than BC NDP for the last 5 elections in a row actually. You need to understand why that happened in order to change it for the next election. Clearly you're not interested in that though. Which is fair enough. Just remember next time you're upset about something the BC Liberals do that your lack of interest is part of why the BC Liberals get elected at all.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 3:23 PM I love your culture --or the lack of thereof! Guess what, stop thinking averybody is white and must follow your little rules. Namecalling? Sociopath? Whaaaat? And, what if you are? Still can't call you that? :) You fascist right-wingers are big on censorship! I just don't like you giving us lessons on how to get the NDP in. As stated, people are voting right of the NDP because it is a matter of demographics and a little ethnic vote buying on the side. The rest is mumbo jombo. Yes, of course, they will have to go on strike in the future and yes they will have to build a strike fund. The Liberals stole that from the BCTF too! And, you wonder why I don't have any respect for them? Yes, electoral reform is needed! We agree!Delete Reply JJ GeorgeSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:46 AM As a parent, I support the teachers and respect whether they choose to vote yes or no. However I noticed a discrepancy here from other information I've read regarding prep time for elementary teachers. Here it states minimal improvement to prep time - only 10 minutes per week being added. Elsewhere I read that it is 100 minutes per week for prep, increasing by an additional 10 minutes in the final year. That is a significant difference, and worth noting. Or have I completely misunderstood?ReplyDelete Replies Anne-MarieSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:59 AM Elementary teachers currently have 90 minutes of preparation time per week so an increase to 100 minutes per week is only gaining 10 minutes. In other provinces and some private schools they have as much as 45 minutes of prep time per day.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:56 PM Thank you for inquiring!Delete DW ZSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:57 PM You're right JJ George. There is a significant difference around the province regarding preparation times. In my district elementary teachers currently get 100 minutes of prep time. This new proposal is useless to me. I'll have to wait 6 years to gain an extra 10 minutes. Delete Reply UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:11 AM Almost nobody gets cost of living adjustments. Also inflation is NOT 2%. Do some research and look at the CPI for BC over the last 24 months. The average over the last 2 years is 0.7%, not 2%. The CPI changes every month so you cant just look at the highest month and declare that THE inflation rate. Check out the 12 month averages document for the actual numbers. http://www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/StatisticsBySubject/Economy/ConsumerPriceIndex.aspx All that being said I support the teachers. if you think this is a bad deal as a parent my dream would be for the teachers to vote no but continue bargaining because I do think the kids need to be in school and I do fear that the teachers will lose all support if the strike continues. All I ask as a parent is that you do your own research and try not to be swayed by all the opinions. ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:01 AM Inflation for August was 2.1% (http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/economy/cpi-report-expected-to-reveal-rise-in-canadas-core-inflation-rate/article20593943/). The CPI is a year-over-year calculation.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:43 AM Inflation should be looked at as a yearly average, not an individual month.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:34 PM The lawyers do not believe we have compromised our court deal. Our leadership would not have sold us out. We dodged a bullet. The Premier had something loaded even if we are not sure what it was. The idea that we could simply return to work is not guaranteed. I think a no vote could easily lead to the Liberals locking us out again because the Premier wants to crush us and she will use any excuse. She did not want to take the advice of her people and do this deal. I am certain a plan for drastic action (where we have to take the concessions they had planned) or worse - was in place. We can't guarantee the press will do any better job explaining the complexities should we say no. They rarely sided with us in markets outside of Vancouver where people are more political and they often misled or allowed others to mislead. They are not helping and would sensationalize. This would see dissolution of support very quickly - especially if we asked for wages. (Though admittedly it angers me that we can't ask for wages without being accused of being greedy when that is what most bargaining units do). But we have argued this is about kids and while this is not ideal - it is better to have teachers than not. The deal does suck in that it does not bring us to par - but this fight needs to be won with a strategy that is political and capacity will do that in another round. We have some support - but it is limited to the choir. We need to have the pews too. We need to build that capacity while working and continue to find allies because the fight is bigger than most people want to consider. This is about ideology and about privatization. Education always was political but never more so than now and we have to fight this party or the conservatives who would do the same or worse. No teacher who is responsible can ignore the politics any longer. That is simply the truth. If you work in the system you better get informed and you better be prepared to fight until retirement for the system. That said, I want to ask the same question others are asking: Why is this the job of 42,000 teachers and not the job of all citizens who want equality to fight for this right? It is time (while the conversation is still on-going and up to and including election night) for us to guide the public where we can but mainly play our part by not propping the system up. Make poverty known. Make noise about shortfalls, ask questions (in the media or in board offices ) about who is going to fix it instead of paying ourselves, volunteer some but wait for the pubic to step up so they see what schools lack. I hate the deal too. But I trust Vince Ready and Iker and I don't think we could have done better right now. I think we dodged a bullet because I have read everything this government has put out and followed the trail. They plan to privatize and they are just looking for the route. Voting YES for now does not mean we are giving up. It does not mean a win in the way we wanted but we have won a battle that will lead to us winning the war. If we don't rest up and stock up we might not get there.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:57 PM Well, if it is bigger than just this battle, then we will need ALL the unions to strike if they do indeed use drastic (draconian) measures. I say it is time for ALL of the unions to call a general strike. I guarantee that they will not like that one bit. What will they do then? Call the army? :) People in Europe, at the end of the 19th century stood up in mines. General strikes do occur in Europe and have. If you think you had it tough, think of them who stood tall for US in tougher times and conditions. Make sacrifices. Sell furniture. Tutor on the side. Ask for the BCTF money. Ask your banker to help. As friends and relatives. If we say NO, it won't last long. If they legislate us back, let's call a general province-wide strike of all unions. Delete Reply Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:47 AM Between CC's smug smile as she celebrates slaughtered teachers and Jim Iker's goofy grin - seemingly unaware that he has been a willing puppet, I am thoroughly disgusted. Over the next 5 years, teachers will be in an increasingly bad situation financially, classrooms will continue to be too large and complex with increasing medical, social and environmental issues impacting academic delivery. It could not be less obvious that things will continue to worsen. The Liberals have ensured that BC is rapidly becoming the Canadian Monaco for rich off shore interests and wealthy corporations. Soon the underpaid "workers" will have to be bussed in daily to Vancouver - Asian style. The only recourse is to move to just about any other province and bring in up to $100,000 more over the six years with much less cost of living. So we are bailing, encouraged by friends who have gotten positions in Manitoba and Alberta. My colleagues and I discovered through contacting several school boards across Canada that specialist (special needs and behavioural) and secondary science teachers are in particular demand. I want to work in a professional, respectful environment where the needs of all children are considered a priority and where I feel inspired to do my best. However, I want my vote to reflect the wishes of teachers who will be here over the next 6 (5) years, so very much appreciate your blog and opportunity to read the comments.ReplyDelete Bert SlaterSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:11 AM To vote YES will throw away 12 years of effort, and 2 victories in BC Supreme Court. To vote YES will be to snatch defeat from the jaws of victory. If you vote YES what bargaining power do you think you will have - the government will do nothing, and then what do you think you will do - take job action? PLEASE VOTE NO.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:59 PM Time to show you have a spine!Delete Reply RodSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:06 AM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Cool HandSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 AM Wouldn't a 'No' vote be a vote of no confidence in the BCTF itself?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:02 AM Not at all. It is just a message to the leadership we need to do better. The strength of the union is the members, and we support the leadership by giving them direction through democratic means.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:40 PM I disagree. How else can a recommendation by the EC to vote yes be interpreted? Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:00 PM I am sure people will interpret this both ways, but it is a vote. If it is supposed to be a "Yes", because it might be interpreted one way, then why bother having a vote?Delete Kate TSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:07 AM Yes , it would be. I don't think we could come out much better than this with this government. How will a No obtain that? Christy will be happy, she can declare the BCTF gone and roll out her plan to privatize. Delete Reply David DeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:06 AM A no vote would be a rejection of a the court victories defied by the government and an inadequate deal containing some vague promises that won't meet the needs of teachers or students on class size and other important issues.In Ontario elementary teachers get 200 minutes of prep time per 5 day cycle. I know there is financial hardship, but the union has received close to $2 million in donations from other unions; is there no way of accessing hardship funds? At minimum, vote no and return to work on work to rule with various strike options.ReplyDelete Erica JonesSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:25 AM This article actually makes me so mad. It is NOT better for the kids that they have missed almost all of june and all of september. This is what you signed up for in BC as a teacher. Get on board or GET OUT.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:20 PM Is this really what teachers signed up for? At my high school, each class has about 30 kids, with an average of 17 kids per classroom with an identified learning disability. Our district says that there should be no more than 4 kids per classroom.. How do you expect non-specialist teachers to help each student when over half of them require more resources because of a learning disability? Furthermore, are you generalizing the "better-ness" to all the kids in BC? Because I don't think that it would be better if kids went back considering the learning environment isn't up to par. There are barely any Education Assistants, and support teachers for the multitude of children who need them. While I recognize and appreciate your enthusiasm for education, please realize that the public school system isn't a daycare. Also, please think about your words and the learning environment prior to speaking out. By the way, we're not an autocracy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:08 PM I can understand your frustration! Understand mine! I almost died at 7:30 pm one night returning from teaching a FI split class with several students who did not get enough support or no support at all. The principal expressed to me that he expected me to teach 2 different social studies programs and 2 different science programs. ANYONE I talked to knows that this is impossible to do, especially in French Immersion when kids get no support at home and books are often too hard for students to read. I had to quit my job. I did it for me and did it for the kids. I was like a surgeon who is asked to operate on 5 patients with an old scalpel with 2 inexperienced nurses. Predictably, 4 patients would die and I would be reprimanded! Teachers are put in terrible conditions and kids too. I hope you have the openmind to consider the reality of this honest personal anecdote. I also wish you to understand that this is likely not an isolated incident. What will it take? A kid to commit suicide because he or she is not getitng enough support?Delete Reply hilarySeptember 17, 2014 at 10:29 AM It is incorrect to equate lost funding with what the teachers would have received in grievances. The two are not equivalent. The starting position of the BCTF was $225M, so they never expected $3B to resolve grievances. I'm also interested to know where you get your figures on overcrowded classrooms. A recent Globe and Mail article says that classrooms are, on average, smaller than the caps set in 2002.ReplyDelete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:36 AM The signing bonus should be roughly $2500 each: 105 million divided by 41 thousand.ReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:53 AM It is not that simple. The $105 million is to be allocated by the union. The term "signing bonus" has been crossed off on the signed document. Some of that money may be used to pay union debts. Don't know this but clarification would be useful.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:16 PM Just quoting from the CBC news website, "And finally there are details of $105-million fund to settle grievances stemming from the ongoing court case. The BCTF says that money will be given out as a signing bonus, with specific amount yet to be determined."Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:34 AM I think it would be smart to put at least part of it into your strike fund.Delete Reply WheelsSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:55 AM If the money is used as a signing bonus, it should be based on FTEReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:12 PM Yes I am sure it will be based on FTE. The question is how much of the $105 Million is actually distributed. This is up to the union, and I am told that it is yet to be decided.Delete GuruSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:44 PM And don't forget all the retired teachers who are entitled to a share of it.Delete Reply Geoff OrmeSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:18 PM In another discussion of this someone suggested that under BC Labour Law a no vote means rejection of the proposed deal, and that means the strike continues until either: - the union in question elects to stand down - another tentative deal is presented or - the government imposes a legislated contract. I think the last of these is the most likely, and I believe the legislated contract would be draconian and brutal. What do you think, Tara? Also, I would appreciate your thoughts on Sandy Garossino's comments at https://storify.com/Garossino/should-teachers-accept-the-contractReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:14 PM If this is so, in a few month (likely a couple of years), teachers will win so much more with a Supreme Court judgment! It is possible that the Liberals know that the higher courts are stacked by Liberal judges (that is what happen when judges are chosen, not elected). In any case, a negative settlement (or not a great judgment) will galvinize the public to reform the way the Supreme court judges are being chosen. I doubt that any govn't will want that to happen. A legislated contract will make the LIbs look like sociopaths and dictators.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:47 PM Peter I think you are expecting far too much from the public, many of whom are only paying attention to this matter due to kids being home from school. The public are not remotely this savvy on the political process.Delete Reply IslanderSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:09 PM I am a continuing education teacher. We have it even worse and we are not listened to enough about our poor conditions. Those include no prep time (and we do have to mark and do report cards many times a year sometimes and commonly for 30 students in a class), travelling to different schools with no compensation, and having next to no breaks in between 3 hour classes. I worked for two years with no lunch break and taught 6 hours straight (just 15 min. breaks) to be told, "don't complain since there are others who will do it". We then got 15 min. breaks in between classes. Most of our students are wealthy immigrants, many who try to stay in classes as long as possible since the classes are free. After spending a year in Germany, I realize how better organized it is where the immigrants pay to learn the language on a sliding scale, and have to pay for a student book as well for each class. We do not even have text books, but photocopy so much at tax payers' expense. This is not right. I then teach summer school since we were not on a 12 month continual salary and most of those students are also immigrants (at least 75%). This is also free and it is becoming so common and the new immigrants know this is free babysitting and tutoring. I think one main problem is that we have so many new immigrants in our classes who need ESL like this article states about our inclusion style of education nowadays: http://www.vancouversun.com/life/Shelley+Fralic+trouble+with+schools/10203596/story.html I am honored to be teaching and like my job, but it does get exhausting especially since I need two or three jobs to pay the mortgage that I now no longer have.. back to renting since it all I can afford in this city that has become so expensive. And many don't realize that it is very very difficult to get to full time work as a teacher here. There was a formula that made it take about 10 years to get to f/t (now finally changed). I have been without pay for 3 months, and now had to finally rent a place in anticipation of returning to work, so I have to vote "yes", but please keep the comments coming for what alternatives we have. Maybe we have to just educate the public in a better way than picketing; maybe get out and walk around malls and talk to people and hand out pamphlets on how this liberal government is hurting this. Most Asians (probably just the new who are from such a different system) are already against the teachers since they do not seem to understand what is going on. http://www.vancouversun.com/Business/asia-pacific/Chuck+Chiang+Many+Asian+families+place+blame/10202757/story.htmlReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:17 PM First of all, myn thoughts are with you! I think your ideas about using different strategies is smart. Picketing is not a very good strategy to let people know about things. I think using the membership to flood media comment sections would be more effective. Going to talk to the public might be a good idea along with this, I think. Phone the BCTF and ask for support.Delete Reply Marsha HolleySeptember 17, 2014 at 1:36 PM A teachers wife Vote no you have come to far to back down. It is a -----Y DEAL. ReplyDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:45 PM Ask yourself WHY teachers cannot get 1/2 of the average increase in salary of the private sector? (The Libs will tell you because there are sooooooo many teachers, but I also hear that there are provinces where there is a need for teachers!) TORONTO - A new study says that Canadians, on average, can expect about the same size salary increase next year as in 2014. Human resources consultants Pal Benefits says a survey of 401 organizations, mainly in Ontario, Alberta and British Columbia, projected salary increase for 2015 at an average of 2.79 per cent. That was almost unchanged from the 2.74 per cent average increase projected in last year's survey. Meanwhile, in addition to the average salary increase remaining relatively steady year over year, the survey found that the percentage of employers who plan to freeze salaries appears to have stabilized at eight per cent —in the same percentages as was projected in 2014. Breaking down the numbers further, the survey found the average salary increase anticipated in the engineering, financial services and high technology sectors was three per cent. That compared with an average of 2.5 per cent on the low end for organizations in durable manufacturing. https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.htmlReplyDelete "Mama Rose"September 17, 2014 at 9:12 PM I used to agree with you, Tara, and appreciate you bringing these items to your blog to get us all thinking. But after a very long night and day of research and discussion, I realize I will be voting yes tomorrow. Here is why: I don't care about salary or benefit increases. That is not why I went on strike. I don't care if this tentative deal is not good for teachers. That's not why I went on strike either. For me, the single most important issue is class size and composition. I want to work in a classroom where I have enough time and resources available to me to adequately help all the students I teach. And while it is true that this tentative deal will not change anything in the classrooms right now (or at least most of our classrooms), I realized that we couldn't actually make changes in that area because the issues of cs and c is before the courts. When I made that connection and realized that this round of bargaining was really about a "good enough" agreement regarding wages, then the deal seems, well... good enough. BUT, the best part, is the language the BCTF legal team made around the furture court decision (the re-opener). They have it in writing that if we win the court case (which is likely) and when we have to start bargaining class size and comp again (that is exactly what Justice Susan Griffin said we would have to do) we will be STARTING from the 2002 levels. To make this simple to understand, I explained it to my friends using a number line. With this new language, the BCTF starts the next round of bargaining at say a 50. The government will want us to go to 10 or 15, and we'll compromise and end up maybe 25. But WITHOUT that language, we would have started bargaining at a 10 and only gone down from there. So I do believe it is the best deal possible, it still factors in the biggest issue (from my perspective), we do not lose the important gains of the past, and most importantly, everyone gets to go back to school.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 PM Mam Rose, I appreciate your point of view and your courage. However, let me point out to you and the readers that a decision at the BC supreme court might not turn out the way teachers anticipate. We all know that judges are appointed and who does the appointing? "All justices of the BCSC (including the position of Chief Justice and Associate Chief Justice) are appointed by the federal cabinet, on recommendation of the Minister of Justice. Masters are appointed by the provincial cabinet, on recommendation of the Attorney General in consultation with the Chief Justice." (Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Supreme_Court_of_British_Columbia) Now, I would like to think that all of those people are objective, but they are appointed and we know that there are political appointments. They have a lot of discretion over the laws and judgments. I am willing to bet that the BC Liberals do know this and are betitng the farm (or do they know something we don't know) that the Supreme Courts are stacked against teachers? So, I am not sure if we can count on a WIN if we proceed with the court ruling. I think we would be better to negotiate and negotiate a better deal.Delete Reply retaSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:57 AM Yes...no...yes...no...The last two days have been this. I’ve read so many articles and comments over the past few months and, I can say, I have learned a lot. I know this is not a great deal for teachers right now. I will be voting yes. This is why… 1. The children. Without going into the multiple issues (e.g., grad, post secondary, trades, sports, global education/trips, planned activities, those with varying degrees of special needs, those that need a soft place to land, etc., etc.) the children need to get on with their education. 2. The parents. For many parents, this strike is a financial burden. We do not like to be called baby sitters, but for many living below the poverty line, school is a financial relief. Winter is coming; gas bills will be expensive. 3. Poverty. Remember, BC has the highest child poverty rate in Canada. Schools feed and clothe numerous children. 4. The other systems educators work collaboratively with. MFCD, CYMH, foster parents, group homes, and the multitude of non-profit agencies that support vulnerable children and families are bursting at the seams. We are a part of that team. 5. CUPE. While some have been paid during this strike, that money is coming from districts. It was not provided by the government. And, CUPE is a partner in education - from the bus drivers to the tech dept to custodians to secretaries to EAs and so on. 6. Small Businesses. In our little towns, the school district is the number one employer. There is a direct cause-effect relationship between loss of wage and loss of business. 7. Money. The amount of money that is needed to reverse the erosion of the public education system over numerous years cannot be recouped in one sitting. This agreement is a start. It’s not much but the stage has been set. 8. THE COURT CASE. That is why we were on strike. All the other stuff could have been resolved months ago, but our government was working hard to make the court case go away. Well, it still exists. I consider that the victory. We live to fight another day (as rhetorical as that sounds) AND I hope people actually read the ruling and think critically about how a loss could impact the future of the Charter of Rights, and the power of government to contravene those rights. I am guessing we will vote to ratify as so many fear “what’s next?” from this government. It’s nasty business, and I think legislation would be next. VALUING PUBLIC EDUCATION needs to come from a STRONG, CONSISTENT public voice. If we do ratify the agreement, and those in the profession and public think we've given up, we have not. We’ve been fighting for years. We just haven’t been heard… until now. ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:21 AM I understand your point of view, but sometimes you have to fight to get what you want. This is a VERY bad deal, considering: Other people get on average 2.5% salary increases last year and this year and the next and the rest of us get 1% and must feel happy if we do.? (https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html) THIS DEAL is a horrendously BAD deal for kids/parents as well, of course. We are going to continue to be humiliated and be the laughing stock of many people of this province. After a decade of paycuts, WOW, this is what they are willing to offer! WOW! WOW! WOW!Delete Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:30 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Reply Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:37 PM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:08 PM Let's cross our fingers! I think we need a general strike by all unions if CC legislates teachers back. It is time to put the foot down and tell her and the Liberals that, as in the movie Network,"I am mad as hell and I won't take it anymore!"Delete Reply Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 8:26 PM Needs help on some stats for an online debate Looking for the last 10 or 15 years of contractual salary increases in %. So, 1% for 2001, 0% for 2002,...ReplyDelete Children FirstSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:00 PM Well it's all done now. Really hope the teacher's can find another angle to deal with class size and composition as well as student funding. The government will make sure the coming court case never swings your way no matter what. 2nd most expensive place to live in the the world!!! Wonder why and where the money goes??? ReplyDelete AnonSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 PM I'm an outsider, but have followed closely this whole fiasco and this is a RAW deal. Your union hung you out to dry on this one - taking a really bad deal (clearly no one from the BCTF had rudimentary math skills in their toolbox) and then publicly encouraging to the media that teachers accept the deal....what choice did you have - a no vote would have outraged the public. I could go on and on, but the bottom line, in my opinion, is that your union better get some stronger leaders who are PR and technology savvy. Out with Iker and the rest of those who bargained on your behalf - they just got ......well , we know that happened. Whew, can't even believe how screwed you got, absolutely amazing - nothing meaningful gained in the big picture and only very minor gains for a small group of people, bigger losses for the majority.. Wow - I better stop now. Best of luck. Thanks for all you do for our children. ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ▼  September (9) Reflections on the BC Teacher Strike BC Teacher strike - Lessons learned Response to Sandy Garossino Will the Education Fund improve classroom conditio... Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Class composition: a human rights perspective Class size and composition - a short visual histor... Guest post - I WILL HOLD THE LINE Teachers - let your leadership know it is time to ... ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12046,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2001 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 13, Number 5, March 2001 Care, and make it fair by Kevin Layne, Noela Facey, and Margaret Boyd The Social Justice Committee of the COTA (Central Okanagan Teachers’ Association) organized a Social Justice Forum for Grade 5 and 6 students, entitled “Care, and Make It Fair,” that took place on October 12, 2000. In attendance were 144 student representatives from every elementary school in the Central Okanagan. The student conference was made possible through a social justice grant provided by the BCTF and the support of the COTA. The goals of the day were simple. The first goal was to heighten the awareness of social justice issues in the students’ schools and communities. The second goat was to inspire the students to go back to their schools and spread the message of their learning by developing and implementing a project that could make their school safer and more caring. The organizers wanted to take the students out of the school environment and make the forum special; a real conference organized and held at various downtown Kelowna venues. Each student attended three of the six workshops that reflected social issues. All of the workshops were facilitated by Central Okanagan educators. The workshops dealt with: bullying, multiculturalism, racism, poverty, children’s rights, and First Nations issues. Students were provided with active experiences through drama with some secondary school students, lectures, reader’s theatre, panel discussion with First Nations’ secondary school students, and co-operative learning. At the end of the day, students were encouraged to reflect upon the day’s events, to see how newly acquired information could be applied to their school milieu. The forum closed with the Friendship Circle, the coming together of all participants led by First Nations’ students from one of the local schools. The spiralling figure was an incredible demonstration of unity and fellowship as the participants celebrated their first ever Care, and Make It Fair forum. The participating students were asked to complete an evaluation form expressing their feelings about the forum. The following comments reflect the students’ sense of empowerment and understanding having participated in Care, and Make It Fair. In response to the question What is the single most important thing you learned today? responses included: It made me feel that everyone should have equal rights. The world isn’t fair but we can make it better. Everyone should help to make the world a better place. I learned that you should stop bullying before it gets worse. Student responses to the question How did the day make you feel? included: Good in a way that I can help people and represent our school, but sad that people can be so mean and rude to other people. Excited, because I knew that we’d be doing something to help social justice and stop bullying. The day made me feel like I could do something about bullying. It made me feel strong. It will make me watch out for unfair things because the workshops opened my eyes to them. It made me feel good because I learned something and now I can share it with others. Upon returning to their respective schools, students met with the teacher who is the social justice representative for their school. Together, they devised an action plan that was submitted to the COTA Social Justice Committee. Projects could be big or small; for example, one school decided to hold a poster contest that denounces bullying; another school group went to local businesses for items to use as prizes in a raffle to raise money for a social justice cause. The organizers were delighted with the positive response trom parents, teachers, administrators, parents, and presenters. All agree that participating in the Care, and Make It Fair forum was a tremendous experience. The COTA Social Justice Committee would like to repeat the experience next year using the same format and adding some new workshops. Plans are under way to have a reunion in the spring for the students who attended the forum. It will be a time after school to share and celebrate successes and to see how the work of the young activists may be continued. If you would like more information about the forum, please contact the Central Okanagan Teachers’ Association. Margaret Boyd, Noela Facey and Kevin Layne, Central Okanagan, organized the forum. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/WorkArea/linkit.aspx?LinkIdentifier=id&ItemID=6162,Object moved Object moved to here.)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141007,www.facebook.com,https://www.facebook.com/login.php?next=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fgroups%2Frvancouver%2F,Facebook Facebook logo Sign Up Facebook Login Facebook Login You must log in to continue. Email or Phone: Password: Keep me logged in or Sign up for Facebook Forgot your password? English (US) Español Português (Brasil) Français (France) Deutsch Italiano العربية हिन्दी 中文(简体) 日本語 … Mobile Find Friends Badges People Pages Places Games Locations About Create Ad Create Page Developers Careers Privacy Cookies Terms Help Facebook © 2014 · English (US))
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2014/08/protecting-public-eduction-as-long-as.html?showComment=1409536030332,Staffroom Confidential: Protecting public education: Hold the line for as long as it takes... Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Sunday, August 31, 2014 Protecting public education: Hold the line for as long as it takes... Holding the line for as long as it takes. This should be the disposition of not just teachers, but also parents, students and citizens who care about public education. With the latest failed talks between the BCTF and government, it is clearer than ever that the government objective during this round of bargaining is to eliminate class size language for ever and ever. And with the loss of class size language comes the permanent underfunding of public education, constant downward pressure on teacher wages, and an open door to more private schools and worsening conditions in public schools. Let me explain. The intransigence of government at the bargaining table is not about money. Christy Clark might say it is about affordability, but a confluence of factors have made the stakes this round especially high. Because of the Bill 28 court case, in which the courts told government that stripping class size language out of our collective agreement was illegal, the government was forced, in Bill 22, to reinstate teachers' ability to negotiate class size. Although they took actual class sizes out, Bill 22 did reinstate the right to bargain class size as of 2013. So this round it is legal for the first time. And so this round the government is intent on bargaining class sizes out. That is what proposals E80 and E81 are about - removing class size via the bargaining process regardless of the outcome of government appeals of the court ruling reinstating old class size language. These proposals allow government to nullify any contract after the final results of the court case are finalized through appeal. If the teachers win, and class sizes are back, government simply uses these clauses to negate that win. When Fassbender says let the courts decide, he is just not being honest so long as either of these articles remain on the table, and so far E80 remains on the table. (See the Tyee for more on What's Jamming Teacher Bargaining...). Class size is the most important bargaining issue for teachers, parents, students and all working people. And not just because smaller classes are essential for quality teaching and learning (which they absolutely are). Class sizes have profound implication on the rest of the system. They are the greatest determiner of funding levels (small class sizes force higher funding). They are the biggest influence on teacher workload, which in turn impacts teacher turnover. Heavy workload and high turnover are in turn substantial impediments to quality teaching. With large class sizes and higher teacher turnover also comes a glut of teachers on the market. This puts downward pressure on wages as there are more teachers available than jobs to fill. It also leads to a scarcity of work for newly graduating teachers. Both these factors in turn lower the status of the teaching profession, which discourages new entrants into the profession. All of this opens the door to increased privatization as those who can afford better look to the private system. One need only look to the US to see these factors at work. Class sizes in the US go up above 40 in some jurisdictions. In many schools, teachers stay an average of one year. Teachers are demoralized. Wages are so low in some states one wonders why anyone would accept the responsibility or stress for such a low level of pay. Schools are over crowded, and children with special needs receive inadequate services. Parents with money increasingly send their children to private school. This is precisely the outcome the Liberal government has been hoping for in BC, and after twelve years, it is starting to work. Parents with money are indeed leaving the public system. A recent article in the Tyee explained well why teachers should not return to school before we have a fair deal. We also need to prepare ourselves to stay out as long as it takes for a deal that not only treats us fairly, but protects and reinstates class sizes. This is the key to protecting public education. And we will need parents, students and workers supporting us in this goal to make it happen. But history has shown that when we are united together, we can be successful. I have no doubt that if we hold the line, we can be successful this time too. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 5:48 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 2 comments: Colin BaileyAugust 31, 2014 at 6:47 PM A big problem with Clark's "affordability" mantra is that there's no context for it. Who really knows what an "affordable" settlement looks like? Ask Jane or Joe Q. BCTF-hata when they'll know the BCTF has an "affordable" set of proposals and they'll likely go all deer-in-headlights on you.ReplyDelete janslakovSeptember 4, 2014 at 11:59 AM Thanks for this! I hope the BCTF and teachers in general will do more to explain what's at stake - the health of public education, rights of teachers and ultimately other workers, democracy. Our local paper has printed some good things, including: http://gulfislandsdriftwood.com/opinion/public-education-democracy-connected/#.VAi1VmM77cs ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ▼  August (1) Protecting public education: Hold the line for as ... ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/10/schools-as-charities.html?showComment=1351045845628,Staffroom Confidential: Schools as charities Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Sunday, October 21, 2012 Schools as charities With funding cuts across North America, schools and school districts are turning to fundraising more and more as a source of income. There is a long history of parent committees raising funds for extra-curricular activities, but the type of fundraising now gaining traction goes beyond paying for some extras. Is public education gradually moving towards a charity rather than a public service? Here are a few of the fundraising developments taking place... Some BC School Districts have put a "donate" page or button directly on their web sites. For example, here is the link to the Delta School District "Charitable Giving" page: http://web.deltasd.bc.ca/community/charitable-giving The District describes their program: "The Delta School District is a registered charitable trust through the Canadian Customs and Revenue Agency. Although the Provincial Government provides funding for the district's core education programs and services, there are additional programs and services that greatly benefit from donor support! Donations received help us to deliver the best possible education to our 16,000 students."  Of note is that the donations are for "programs and services". Langley School District has set up a Foundation: http://www.langleyschooldistrictfoundation.com/give.html. The web site indicates the type of items that are funded:  "Funding Interests Include: Literacy in all its forms Enriched performing and visual arts initiatives Special education programs and needs Purchase library books and technology equipment Developing learning enhancement projects" They also describe the purpose of the Foundation, "The Foundation was established in May 2003 to enhance and enrich educational opportunities for 19,952 students in the Langley School District. We support the Langley School District in providing programs of excellence not funded by the Ministry." In the US, charitable giving to schools has taken an even more aggressive and pervasive turn. The web site donorsChoose.org allows donations to hundreds of classrooms across the US. The site is supported by a variety of large corporations and private interests, including the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, Disneyland, Facebook, Starbucks and Chevron, to name just a few. Donors can choose particular projects and types of schools, such as Charters. Donors can also choose which type of teacher they want to support, such as screening for only "Teach for America" teachers. The irony is that while the web site claims to "ensure integrity" with an aim of "giving people a simple, accountable and personal way to address educational inequity", the entire project actually undermines the inequity they claim to want to address. Only taxation and fair distribution of tax revenues can provide genuinely equitable funding for schools across communities. Any system of charity will be rife with inequity and also lack stability. It is simply no way to pay for schooling. It is tragic that public education is eroding to the point where such charity is so widespread. Now more than ever we need to reverse the trend by forcing our governments to provide full and stable funding through our taxes. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 2:20 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 2 comments: ThielmannOctober 23, 2012 at 7:30 PM I'm amazed the Ministry of Ed hasn't ordered Delta and Langley to remove the "donate buttons" from their websites. What an insidious insult to the notion of "public" education.ReplyDelete Cheriee WeichelOctober 26, 2012 at 7:30 PM It isn't even just schools. I spent a lot of time in hospitals last summer and the fundraising there is just appalling. Education and health care need to be adequately funded. Period.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ▼  October (5) The myth of personalization Schools as charities Corporate ethics? A tale of two choices... Textbook stunt no substitute for proper funding Origins of the #bcedplan - Updated ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=14680,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 20, Number 3, November/December 2007 Readers write Britannia remembers 100 years of growth and achievement From September 2007 through June 2008, Vancouver’s Britannia Secondary School celebrates its 100th birthday! As the oldest operating secondary school in BC, Britannia has seen changes paralleling those in the province. From its roots as Vancouver’s east-side academic enclave and its "melting pot" slogan as early as the 1960s, Britannia has built its reputation on strong academics, superb athletics, and well-rounded citizenship. Britannia’s site, the prototype of a comprehensive community centre complex, paved the way for other complexes designed in its wake. Dave Barrett, Robert Bonner, Angelo Branco, Simon Chang, Larry Doyle, Barbara Howard, Frank Iacobucci, Shiuchi Kusaka, Tong Louie, and Shirley Mayse are some of the ground-breaking graduates featured in Britannia’s photo-filled centennial memoirs book recapturing both the Britannia of yesteryear and Britannia of today. On Friday evening, May 16, Britannia’s grads will gather to reminisce and celebrate Britannia’s 100th! Britannia will feature an Open House Saturday afternoon, May 17. Saturday evening’s Gala Event at the Agrodome, an evening to remember, culminates the weekend’s activities. Make plans to join us. Log on to www.britanniacentennial.com or phone 604-713-8266 for further information. Diane Minichiello, Vancouver Time for a wake-up call: FSA tests and the corporate agenda Standardized tests are the subject of much discussion amongst teachers lately. Yet it perplexes me as to how few colleagues understand the issue. The struggle against FSA testing isn’t an attack on standardized testing per se. It isn’t even about the inefficacy of these tests in evaluation of learning, as much as that is the case. It isn’t about valuable time taken from authentic learning while teachers, subjugated by administrators, ignore their own moral and professional standards and devote time to practicing for the tests. And, it certainly isn’t about improving literacy in a post-literate society—whatever that means. Behind the struggle with FSA testing lies the largest struggle confronting education today: the struggle to retain, protect, and pass on to posterity, a truly publicly funded education system, equally accessible, regardless of geographic or socio-economic factors in the face of a relentless and ruthless attempt by the corporate sector to hijack education and replace it with a profit-driven free-market model. Thus, we are charged with protecting a greatly valued public institution, gravely threatened by private, greedy corporate interests determined to exploit our children as a potentially lucrative market. And, all under the insidious guise of accountability and fiscal responsibility. Privatization by proxy, if you will. Skeptical? Check out the Fraser Institute web site. By their own admission, "The FI ranking of schools based wholly on FSA and provincial exam results, offers parents "competitive market solutions," when shopping for the "best" schools in BC and elsewhere. According to the FI, they use "objective data to rate the schools," (FSA results), so that parents "will be better prepared to ask relevant questions when [they] interview the principal and teachers at the schools [they] are considering." The Fraser Institute’s callous vision of our public schools is blatantly clear and transparent as revealed on its web site. Instead of lobbying governments and holding them publicly accountable for providing the best possible education to all of BC’s children, the organization advocates school "shopping" for those that perform the best on government standardized tests (we all know which schools those are), reducing our public education system to a market-based commodity to be bought and sold to the highest bidders. Do BC teachers really wish to participate in such a process? The struggle against FSA testing may prove to be the most important battle of our era. I, for one, am not interested in replacing our publicly funded education system with something like the Pattison Education Group. Let’s work together to see that the quality of education for future Canadian children is not determined by their street address. Dan Companion, Nanaimo World music program Thank you for including the photo of the marimba band in the launch of the Advantage Program (Teacher, October 2007). The band is Kutapira, and they are quite a success story. With roots in the world music program at Britannia Community Services Centre, they are an example of how young musicians can excel at playing percussion-based music from African and Latin cultures. If any teachers are looking to start a world music program in their school, they are invited to contact music teacher Paul Nicholls at Charles Dickens Elementary (604-713-4978 or 604-269-9201). Paul is a member of the World Music Continuum, a collective of Vancouver schools that incorporate world music in their band programs. Who knows? Perhaps other students will follow in Kutapira’s footsteps and perform a private concert for the Queen, as the band did this summer at Balmoral Castle. Kutapira can be contacted at kutapira@shaw.ca. Valerie Dare, Vancouver Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/contacts.cfm?page=pdchairs&sort=1&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true,BCTF Contacts Home E-mail Lists Links A to Z Index Contact Us Help SITE SEARCH Quick Links BCTF formsBCTF NewsFrançaisLabour linksPensionsTeacher NewsmagazineTeaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Contact Us > PD chairpersons BCTF Professional Development Chairpersons Sorted by local name. Click here for sort by local number. Local Chair School Phone School Fax E-mail Abbotsford District Teachers' Association (34) Brenda Head    604-850-7692  pd34@bctf.ca Alberni District Teachers' Union (701) Stephanie Hopkins  250-723-7522  250-723-7557  pd701@bctf.ca Arrow Lakes Teachers' Association (10) Paula Rogers  250-358-7222  250-358-2533  pd10@bctf.ca Boundary District Teachers' Association (51) Catherine Pankoff  250-442-8275  250-442-5388  pd51@bctf.ca Linda Rawlings-Dolezsar  250-442-5313  250-442-5317  pd51@bctf.ca Bulkley Valley Teachers' Union (54) Kristina Willing  250-847-2231  250-847-2165  pd54@bctf.ca Mary Neto  250-847-2231  250-847-2165  pd54@bctf.ca Burnaby Teachers' Association (41) Alexandra Peters  604-664-7056  604-664-8734  pd41@bctf.ca Barbara Henderson  604-664-8727  604-664-8818  pd41@bctf.ca Patricia Dolton      pd41@bctf.ca Burns Lake District Teachers' Union (55) Lisa Mason  250-698-7301  250-698-7349  pd55@bctf.ca Campbell River District Teachers' Association (72) Adria Anne Gleeson  250-286-0511  250-286-0938  pd72@bctf.ca Cariboo-Chilcotin Teachers' Association (27) Shirley Giroux  250-398-5800  250-398-5206  pd27@bctf.ca Central Coast Teachers' Association (49) Coleen Fraser  250-799-5556  250-799-5757  pd49@bctf.ca Stephen Dishkin  250-982-2355  250-982-2720  pd49@bctf.ca Central Okanagan Teachers' Association (23) Joe Jamison  250-868-1135  250-870-5020  pd23@bctf.ca Chetwynd Teachers' Association (592) Gysbert Ruiter  250-788-2267  250-788-9729  pd592@bctf.ca Chilliwack Teachers' Association (33) Angela Woods  604-823-4408  604-823-2243  pd33@bctf.ca Comox District Teachers' Association (71) Lisa Pedersen-Skene    250-897-0487  pd71@bctf.ca Coquitlam Teachers' Association (43) Michael Galliford  604-464-8581  604-937-8045  pd43@bctf.ca Cowichan District Teachers' Association (65) Naomi Nilsson  250-748-2251  250-746-7849  pd65@bctf.ca Sabina Reska  250-743-6916  250-743-6915  pd65@bctf.ca Cranbrook District Teachers' Association (2) Carol Johns  250-489-4391  250-489-0600  pd02@bctf.ca Colette Grasdal  250-426-5241  250-426-6673  pd02@bctf.ca Creston Valley Teachers' Association (861) Melissa Feragotti  250-428-2051  250-428-2019  pd861@bctf.ca Delta Teachers' Association (37) Fiona Higgs    604-599-1786  pd37@bctf.ca Fernie District Teachers' Association (1) Linda Christenson  250-425-6666  250-425-6661  pd01@bctf.ca Sarah Larsen      pd01@bctf.ca Fort Nelson District Teachers' Association (81) Shirley Kenney  250-774-6941  250-774-6988  pd81@bctf.ca Fraser-Cascade Teachers' Association (78) Kathleen Koopman      pd78@bctf.ca Gold Trail Teachers' Association (74) Elizabeth Griggs  250-256-4274  250-256-4275  pd74@bctf.ca Golden Teachers' Association (18) Margaret Calladine  250-344-6317    pd18@bctf.ca Greater Victoria Teachers' Association (61) Lucinda Graf  250-727-0188  250-727-2079  pd61@bctf.ca Gulf Islands Teachers' Association (64) James Lightfoot  250-653-9223  250-653-2090  pd64@bctf.ca Haida Gwaii Teachers' Association (50) Autum Gates    250-626-3214  pd50@bctf.ca Monika Hausmann    250-626-3214  pd50@bctf.ca Kamloops Thompson Teachers' Association (73) David Comrie    250-377-2257  pd73@bctf.ca Kimberley Teachers' Association (3) Bethany Turcon      pd03@bctf.ca Craig Hillman  250-427-4827  250-427-7106  pd03@bctf.ca Kitimat District Teachers' Association (80) Katherine Johnsen  250-632-6174  888-539-4732  pd80@bctf.ca Michele Sutherland  250-632-2912  888-574-1126  pd80@bctf.ca Kootenay Columbia Teachers' Union (20) John Horcoff      pd20@bctf.ca Kootenay Lake Teachers' Association (862) Dennis Larcombe  250-229-4224  250-353-7434  pd862@bctf.ca Lake Cowichan Teachers' Association (66) Christine Rolls  250-748-0011  250-749-4030  pd66@bctf.ca Langley Teachers' Association (35) Sandy Ho  604-888-3033  604-888-2873  pd35@bctf.ca Mackenzie Teachers' Association (572) Amber Raycraft  250-963-7060  250-963-7381  pd572@bctf.ca Christa Barnes  250-997-6340  250-997-5075  pd572@bctf.ca Karen Chadha  250-997-6340  250-997-5075  pd572@bctf.ca Maple Ridge Teachers' Association (42) Suzanne Hall  604-463-6414  604-466-6265  pd42@bctf.ca McBride-Valemount Teachers' Association (573) Brian Hanson    250-566-4551  pd573@bctf.ca Jennifer L'Arrivee  250-569-2295  250-569-2620  pd573@bctf.ca Julia Howard  250-569-2295  250-569-2620  pd573@bctf.ca Mission Teachers' Union (75) Anna Heavenor  604-820-4587  604-820-9505  pd75@bctf.ca Mount Arrowsmith Teachers' Association (69) Denise Spencer-Dahl  250-248-3296  250-954-1734  pd69@bctf.ca Lesley Rowan  250-752-5651  250-752-8604  pd69@bctf.ca Nanaimo District Teachers' Association (68) Colleen Skipper  250-758-6892  250-758-2373  pd68@bctf.ca Michael Silverton    250-751-8840  pd68@bctf.ca Nechako Teachers' Union (56) Cindy Miller  250-996-7126  250-996-7708  pd56@bctf.ca Shawn Lank  250-699-6233  250-699-7753  pd56@bctf.ca Nelson District Teachers' Association (7) Monica Doyle  250-352-3186  250-352-3183  pd07@bctf.ca Tamara Martin  250-352-5538  250-352-3119  pd07@bctf.ca New Westminster Teachers' Union (40) Romeo Lavrencic  604-517-6316  604-517-6204  pd40@bctf.ca Sandra Lee  604-517-6090  604-517-6091  pd40@bctf.ca Nisga'a Teachers' Union (92) Charity Peal  250-633-2225  250-633-2669  pd92@bctf.ca Samantha Lambright  250-326-4206  250-633-2916  pd92@bctf.ca Sara Beardsell  250-633-2225  250-633-2669  pd92@bctf.ca North Okanagan-Shuswap Teachers' Association (83) Kyla Hadden  250-836-2831  250-836-2664  pd83@bctf.ca North Vancouver Teachers' Association (44) Maria Aiello  604-903-3750  604-903-3751  pd44@bctf.ca Okanagan Skaha Teachers' Union (67) Angela Seppola  250-770-7683  250-492-5981  pd67@bctf.ca Peace River North Teachers' Association (60) Jessica Dmytruk  250-793-9125  250-630-2323  pd60@bctf.ca Peace River South Teachers' Association (591) Angela Connelly    250-782-9604  pd591@bctf.ca Powell River District Teachers' Association (47) Wendy Adams  604-485-5660    pd47@bctf.ca Prince George District Teachers' Association (571) Glen Thielmann  250-562-9525  250-564-4875  pd571@bctf.ca Prince Rupert District Teachers' Union (52) Colleen Pudsey    250-627-1348  pd52@bctf.ca Marla Gamble    250-627-1348  pd52@bctf.ca Raegan Sawka  250-627-1536  250-627-1443  pd52@bctf.ca Princeton District Teachers' Union (17) Gordon Bibby  250-295-3218  250-295-7914  pd17@bctf.ca Mary Bell  250-295-3218  250-295-7914  pd17@bctf.ca Quesnel District Teachers' Association (28) Carlie Borrett  250-991-5566  250-991-5565  pd28@bctf.ca Revelstoke Teachers' Association (19) Stacey Grimm  250-837-2173  250-837-7164  pd19@bctf.ca Richmond Teachers' Association (38) Christian Matheson  604-668-6665  604-668-6569  pd38@bctf.ca Saanich Teachers' Association (63) Holly Mair  250-704-4972  250-479-9870  pd63@bctf.ca Sarah Windle  250-652-9261  250-652-2094  pd63@bctf.ca Sea to Sky Teachers' Association (48) April Lowe  604-898-3688  604-898-4706  pd48@bctf.ca SEPF (93) Alain Paquin  604-437-4849  604-437-9630  pd93@bctf.ca Linda Theriault  250-220-6010  250-220-6014  pd93@bctf.ca Monica Monus    604-214-9881  pd93@bctf.ca Sooke Teachers' Association (62) Brian Hotovy  250-474-1291  250-478-0738  pd62@bctf.ca Kristine Kosolofski  250-478-3232  250-391-9624  pd62@bctf.ca South Okanagan Similkameen Teachers' Union (53) Nicola MacNaughton  250-498-3468  250-498-0339  pd53@bctf.ca Stikine Teachers' Association (87) Alithia Gillies    250-771-4343  pd87@bctf.ca Andre Lagace    250-771-4343  pd87@bctf.ca Sunshine Coast Teachers' Association (46) Patrick McCallum  604-885-3216  604-885-7991  pd46@bctf.ca Surrey Teachers' Association (36) Anne McNamee      pd36@bctf.ca Stephen Anderson      pd36@bctf.ca Terrace District Teachers' Union (881) Karen Andrews  250-635-3115  888-456-3464  pd881@bctf.ca Upper Skeena Teachers (882) Jan Thorburn  250-842-5214  888-503-6959  pd882@bctf.ca Shirley Hobenshield  250-849-5484  888-594-2271  pd882@bctf.ca Vancouver Elementary School Teachers' Association (391) Allison Jambor      pd391@bctf.ca Patricia Gudlaugson      pd391@bctf.ca Vancouver Island North Teachers' Association (85) Sarah Soltau-Heller  250-949-6418  250-949-6485  pd85@bctf.ca Vancouver Island West Teachers' Union (84) Adam Barber    250-761-4234  pd84@bctf.ca Glyn Howell    250-934-6578  pd84@bctf.ca Vancouver Secondary Teachers' Association (392) Mary Filleul    604-713-5076  pd392@bctf.ca Vernon Teachers' Association (22) Robyn Ladner    250-545-7680  pd22@bctf.ca West Vancouver Teachers' Association (45) Rosemary Murray  604-981-1200  604-981-1201  pd45@bctf.ca Shannon Gray  604-981-1130  604-981-1131  pd45@bctf.ca Windermere Teachers' Association (4) Robyn Oliver  250-342-9213  250-342-4499  pd04@bctf.ca About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy Close Window Print Page   BCTF Professional Development Chairpersons Sorted by local name. Click here for sort by local number. Local Chair School Phone School Fax E-mail Abbotsford District Teachers' Association (34) Brenda Head    604-850-7692  pd34@bctf.ca Alberni District Teachers' Union (701) Stephanie Hopkins  250-723-7522  250-723-7557  pd701@bctf.ca Arrow Lakes Teachers' Association (10) Paula Rogers  250-358-7222  250-358-2533  pd10@bctf.ca Boundary District Teachers' Association (51) Catherine Pankoff  250-442-8275  250-442-5388  pd51@bctf.ca Linda Rawlings-Dolezsar  250-442-5313  250-442-5317  pd51@bctf.ca Bulkley Valley Teachers' Union (54) Kristina Willing  250-847-2231  250-847-2165  pd54@bctf.ca Mary Neto  250-847-2231  250-847-2165  pd54@bctf.ca Burnaby Teachers' Association (41) Alexandra Peters  604-664-7056  604-664-8734  pd41@bctf.ca Barbara Henderson  604-664-8727  604-664-8818  pd41@bctf.ca Patricia Dolton      pd41@bctf.ca Burns Lake District Teachers' Union (55) Lisa Mason  250-698-7301  250-698-7349  pd55@bctf.ca Campbell River District Teachers' Association (72) Adria Anne Gleeson  250-286-0511  250-286-0938  pd72@bctf.ca Cariboo-Chilcotin Teachers' Association (27) Shirley Giroux  250-398-5800  250-398-5206  pd27@bctf.ca Central Coast Teachers' Association (49) Coleen Fraser  250-799-5556  250-799-5757  pd49@bctf.ca Stephen Dishkin  250-982-2355  250-982-2720  pd49@bctf.ca Central Okanagan Teachers' Association (23) Joe Jamison  250-868-1135  250-870-5020  pd23@bctf.ca Chetwynd Teachers' Association (592) Gysbert Ruiter  250-788-2267  250-788-9729  pd592@bctf.ca Chilliwack Teachers' Association (33) Angela Woods  604-823-4408  604-823-2243  pd33@bctf.ca Comox District Teachers' Association (71) Lisa Pedersen-Skene    250-897-0487  pd71@bctf.ca Coquitlam Teachers' Association (43) Michael Galliford  604-464-8581  604-937-8045  pd43@bctf.ca Cowichan District Teachers' Association (65) Naomi Nilsson  250-748-2251  250-746-7849  pd65@bctf.ca Sabina Reska  250-743-6916  250-743-6915  pd65@bctf.ca Cranbrook District Teachers' Association (2) Carol Johns  250-489-4391  250-489-0600  pd02@bctf.ca Colette Grasdal  250-426-5241  250-426-6673  pd02@bctf.ca Creston Valley Teachers' Association (861) Melissa Feragotti  250-428-2051  250-428-2019  pd861@bctf.ca Delta Teachers' Association (37) Fiona Higgs    604-599-1786  pd37@bctf.ca Fernie District Teachers' Association (1) Linda Christenson  250-425-6666  250-425-6661  pd01@bctf.ca Sarah Larsen      pd01@bctf.ca Fort Nelson District Teachers' Association (81) Shirley Kenney  250-774-6941  250-774-6988  pd81@bctf.ca Fraser-Cascade Teachers' Association (78) Kathleen Koopman      pd78@bctf.ca Gold Trail Teachers' Association (74) Elizabeth Griggs  250-256-4274  250-256-4275  pd74@bctf.ca Golden Teachers' Association (18) Margaret Calladine  250-344-6317    pd18@bctf.ca Greater Victoria Teachers' Association (61) Lucinda Graf  250-727-0188  250-727-2079  pd61@bctf.ca Gulf Islands Teachers' Association (64) James Lightfoot  250-653-9223  250-653-2090  pd64@bctf.ca Haida Gwaii Teachers' Association (50) Autum Gates    250-626-3214  pd50@bctf.ca Monika Hausmann    250-626-3214  pd50@bctf.ca Kamloops Thompson Teachers' Association (73) David Comrie    250-377-2257  pd73@bctf.ca Kimberley Teachers' Association (3) Bethany Turcon      pd03@bctf.ca Craig Hillman  250-427-4827  250-427-7106  pd03@bctf.ca Kitimat District Teachers' Association (80) Katherine Johnsen  250-632-6174  888-539-4732  pd80@bctf.ca Michele Sutherland  250-632-2912  888-574-1126  pd80@bctf.ca Kootenay Columbia Teachers' Union (20) John Horcoff      pd20@bctf.ca Kootenay Lake Teachers' Association (862) Dennis Larcombe  250-229-4224  250-353-7434  pd862@bctf.ca Lake Cowichan Teachers' Association (66) Christine Rolls  250-748-0011  250-749-4030  pd66@bctf.ca Langley Teachers' Association (35) Sandy Ho  604-888-3033  604-888-2873  pd35@bctf.ca Mackenzie Teachers' Association (572) Amber Raycraft  250-963-7060  250-963-7381  pd572@bctf.ca Christa Barnes  250-997-6340  250-997-5075  pd572@bctf.ca Karen Chadha  250-997-6340  250-997-5075  pd572@bctf.ca Maple Ridge Teachers' Association (42) Suzanne Hall  604-463-6414  604-466-6265  pd42@bctf.ca McBride-Valemount Teachers' Association (573) Brian Hanson    250-566-4551  pd573@bctf.ca Jennifer L'Arrivee  250-569-2295  250-569-2620  pd573@bctf.ca Julia Howard  250-569-2295  250-569-2620  pd573@bctf.ca Mission Teachers' Union (75) Anna Heavenor  604-820-4587  604-820-9505  pd75@bctf.ca Mount Arrowsmith Teachers' Association (69) Denise Spencer-Dahl  250-248-3296  250-954-1734  pd69@bctf.ca Lesley Rowan  250-752-5651  250-752-8604  pd69@bctf.ca Nanaimo District Teachers' Association (68) Colleen Skipper  250-758-6892  250-758-2373  pd68@bctf.ca Michael Silverton    250-751-8840  pd68@bctf.ca Nechako Teachers' Union (56) Cindy Miller  250-996-7126  250-996-7708  pd56@bctf.ca Shawn Lank  250-699-6233  250-699-7753  pd56@bctf.ca Nelson District Teachers' Association (7) Monica Doyle  250-352-3186  250-352-3183  pd07@bctf.ca Tamara Martin  250-352-5538  250-352-3119  pd07@bctf.ca New Westminster Teachers' Union (40) Romeo Lavrencic  604-517-6316  604-517-6204  pd40@bctf.ca Sandra Lee  604-517-6090  604-517-6091  pd40@bctf.ca Nisga'a Teachers' Union (92) Charity Peal  250-633-2225  250-633-2669  pd92@bctf.ca Samantha Lambright  250-326-4206  250-633-2916  pd92@bctf.ca Sara Beardsell  250-633-2225  250-633-2669  pd92@bctf.ca North Okanagan-Shuswap Teachers' Association (83) Kyla Hadden  250-836-2831  250-836-2664  pd83@bctf.ca North Vancouver Teachers' Association (44) Maria Aiello  604-903-3750  604-903-3751  pd44@bctf.ca Okanagan Skaha Teachers' Union (67) Angela Seppola  250-770-7683  250-492-5981  pd67@bctf.ca Peace River North Teachers' Association (60) Jessica Dmytruk  250-793-9125  250-630-2323  pd60@bctf.ca Peace River South Teachers' Association (591) Angela Connelly    250-782-9604  pd591@bctf.ca Powell River District Teachers' Association (47) Wendy Adams  604-485-5660    pd47@bctf.ca Prince George District Teachers' Association (571) Glen Thielmann  250-562-9525  250-564-4875  pd571@bctf.ca Prince Rupert District Teachers' Union (52) Colleen Pudsey    250-627-1348  pd52@bctf.ca Marla Gamble    250-627-1348  pd52@bctf.ca Raegan Sawka  250-627-1536  250-627-1443  pd52@bctf.ca Princeton District Teachers' Union (17) Gordon Bibby  250-295-3218  250-295-7914  pd17@bctf.ca Mary Bell  250-295-3218  250-295-7914  pd17@bctf.ca Quesnel District Teachers' Association (28) Carlie Borrett  250-991-5566  250-991-5565  pd28@bctf.ca Revelstoke Teachers' Association (19) Stacey Grimm  250-837-2173  250-837-7164  pd19@bctf.ca Richmond Teachers' Association (38) Christian Matheson  604-668-6665  604-668-6569  pd38@bctf.ca Saanich Teachers' Association (63) Holly Mair  250-704-4972  250-479-9870  pd63@bctf.ca Sarah Windle  250-652-9261  250-652-2094  pd63@bctf.ca Sea to Sky Teachers' Association (48) April Lowe  604-898-3688  604-898-4706  pd48@bctf.ca SEPF (93) Alain Paquin  604-437-4849  604-437-9630  pd93@bctf.ca Linda Theriault  250-220-6010  250-220-6014  pd93@bctf.ca Monica Monus    604-214-9881  pd93@bctf.ca Sooke Teachers' Association (62) Brian Hotovy  250-474-1291  250-478-0738  pd62@bctf.ca Kristine Kosolofski  250-478-3232  250-391-9624  pd62@bctf.ca South Okanagan Similkameen Teachers' Union (53) Nicola MacNaughton  250-498-3468  250-498-0339  pd53@bctf.ca Stikine Teachers' Association (87) Alithia Gillies    250-771-4343  pd87@bctf.ca Andre Lagace    250-771-4343  pd87@bctf.ca Sunshine Coast Teachers' Association (46) Patrick McCallum  604-885-3216  604-885-7991  pd46@bctf.ca Surrey Teachers' Association (36) Anne McNamee      pd36@bctf.ca Stephen Anderson      pd36@bctf.ca Terrace District Teachers' Union (881) Karen Andrews  250-635-3115  888-456-3464  pd881@bctf.ca Upper Skeena Teachers (882) Jan Thorburn  250-842-5214  888-503-6959  pd882@bctf.ca Shirley Hobenshield  250-849-5484  888-594-2271  pd882@bctf.ca Vancouver Elementary School Teachers' Association (391) Allison Jambor      pd391@bctf.ca Patricia Gudlaugson      pd391@bctf.ca Vancouver Island North Teachers' Association (85) Sarah Soltau-Heller  250-949-6418  250-949-6485  pd85@bctf.ca Vancouver Island West Teachers' Union (84) Adam Barber    250-761-4234  pd84@bctf.ca Glyn Howell    250-934-6578  pd84@bctf.ca Vancouver Secondary Teachers' Association (392) Mary Filleul    604-713-5076  pd392@bctf.ca Vernon Teachers' Association (22) Robyn Ladner    250-545-7680  pd22@bctf.ca West Vancouver Teachers' Association (45) Rosemary Murray  604-981-1200  604-981-1201  pd45@bctf.ca Shannon Gray  604-981-1130  604-981-1131  pd45@bctf.ca Windermere Teachers' Association (4) Robyn Oliver  250-342-9213  250-342-4499  pd04@bctf.ca)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=10214,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 6, May/June 2003 25 years of teachers teaching teachers BCTF PD Associates Program celebrates 25 years Officially launched in the spring and summer of 1978 with a small group of outstanding classroom teachers, the Federation’s professional development associates program is celebrating its 25th year. Over the years, hundreds of teachers have volunteered to contribute to their profession by facilitating workshops on school and district PD days. "Teachers teaching teachers" has remained the central theme, proving again and again that when teachers are the resource persons, real stories and tried-and-true solutions from the classroom are on the agenda. This PD works! The tradition continues. Approximately 175 associates deliver 30 workshops on topics as diverse as wellness, social justice, school culture, French programs, Aboriginal education, performance standards, and classroom management. In return, they receive support in workshop design and facilitation training. Send your associate stories and memories to nhinds@bctf.ca. Watch the fall issues of Teacher for more articles marking this anniversary. To book a BCTF PD workshop, or find out more about the associate program, contact Nancy Hinds, at the BCTF, 604-871-1840, 1-800-663-9163, local 1840, or nhinds@bctf.ca Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=21206,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 7, May/June 2010  Pink Shirt Day at Chief Maquinna Elementary By Bill Hood This year on April 14, for the third consecutive year, our school participated in “Pink Shirt Day” thereby taking a stand against bullying in general, and against homophobia specifically. This event has been strongly supported by our entire community, and has presented an excellent opportunity for all of us, adults and children, to talk more openly about homophobia, the dangers of and damage caused by bullying, and the contribution we make to our whole society when we stand up for the civil rights for all. The issue of speaking openly about homophobia continues to present a few challenges in some classes, and so the opportunity of a broad, fun public day focusing on fairness and equal treatment for all is a brilliant choice. It is especially gratifying for our students to learn that this event comes from the brave and thoughtful actions of students, just like them, in another part of the country, as they stood up for a friend and classmate. Wearing a pink shirt on this day, gives each person a chance to connect personally to these acts of solidarity and courage. You may well understand then, when we found out this year, that through some electronic miscommunication, our school’s entire order of pink shirts was not going to be filled, we were frantic. We were afraid that families who had been looking forward to the discussion and connections of this day would feel left out and possibly isolated. Fabulous good fortune arose from this problem. A small group of us spent some time after school brainstorming how to make the best of this situation. Our solution ended up being so successful that I think we will now make it a regular part of this annual event, even when our shirt orders are filled. We decided to make pink triangles, out of card stock, for every student to wear, pinned to their shirts. These symbols were a reference to the treatment of homosexuals by the Nazis during the Second World War. Many adults did not know the history of this symbol, or the fact that Nazis used it to identify arrested homosexuals who were sent (along with Jews, Communists, Roma, and other groups the Nazis tried to destroy), to the death camps. After we compiled a fact sheet based on the information posted at the Wikipedia entry for “Pink Triangle,” almost all of the intermediate grade classes then used this as a teachable moment to connect the current struggle against homophobia to the historic obscenity of the Holocaust. While carefully not equating the struggle against homophobia to the mass extermination of Jews by the Nazis, the parallel was very useful, and a clear illustration of the ultimate potential of where bullying and hate can lead was illuminating. Students were also told how, in the 1970s, gay-rights activists reclaimed this symbol of terror, turned it upside down, and began to use it as an icon of their refusal to let this happen again. At our school on April 14 , the adults and children proudly wore their pink triangles as they taught, played soccer, asked and answered questions in class, ate their lunch, and did their work. Some classes even used the opportunity to write personal messages of hope and determination on their triangles. Just as in recent history, what began out of desperation and a problem is now a symbol of pride. My guess is that in future years everyone, at our small school in East Vancouver, will probably be wearing a pink triangle on this important day, and talking about it to anyone who is interested. Bill Hood teaches at Chief Maquinna Elementary School, Vancouver. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/issues/research.aspx?id=5878,BCTF > A community and school-district profile: SD #68, Nanaimo-Ladysmith  	Untitled Page  For Teachers For Parents For Media Home E-mail Lists Links A to Z Index Contact Us Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources Home > Issues in Education > Inclusive Education > Research Project A community and school-district profile: School District # 68, Nanaimo-Ladysmith This profile is derived from a number of sources, and is an attempt to contextualize the research project’s focus on Special Education and ESL provision in School District # 68, Nanaimo. It allows for a consideration of educational programs and services within a context. How do high levels of poverty impact on services? Are there significant social issues, related to poverty, that affect some schools in different ways? Is the prevalence of Special Education higher in low socio-economic areas, and do the levels of support services reflect the greater need in these areas? Our project may not address all these issues, but by profiling the community and district in this report we hope that we share some ways to consider education within the context of community 1. The community of Nanaimo Nanaimo is located on the eastern coast of south-central Vancouver Island. It is a major transportation hub, with two B.C. Ferry terminals. The city of Nanaimo has produced a Community Profile report (June, 2002) which can be found on the city’s web site at www.city.nanaimo.bc.ca/c_economic/pdf/communitypro.pdf. This report provides much excellent background material for the city of Nanaimo (as well as some data for the Regional District of Nanaimo), with sections including Demographics, Economic Trends, and Community Services and Amenities. The major employers, according to data from the Community Profile, are the Nanaimo School District (2,100 employees), Nanaimo Regional General Hospital (1,600 employees), Malaspina University-College (1,000 employees), Harmac Pacific Ltd., operating a pulp mill (740 employees) and the B.C. Ferry Corporation (658 employees). The Ministry of Education’s Data Management Branch has produced a useful profile of the school district community which can be found on the Ministry web site at www.bced.gov.bc.ca/schools/sdprofiles/068.pdf. Both profiles provide some understanding of the context in which education takes place, though much of the content in the profiles is based on the last available census data (1996)1, as most of the detailed 2001 census data will not be available until later in 2003. Based on the Ministry profile, the total number of people living in the school district was 95,325. 56.5% of families in the district had children at home (compared to 60.8% provincially), with lone-parent families comprising 15.5% of all families in the district (13.8% provincially). Nanaimo residents’ average annual income is less than the provincial average, and their unemployment rate higher. In terms of the total district population compared to the provincial average, a smaller percentage of people in Nanaimo either attended or gained degrees from universities, while a higher percentage hold trade certificates compared to the provincial average. A slightly lower percentage of Nanaimo residents completed secondary education with a certificate/diploma, while a higher percentage attended school after Grade 9 but left without certification. In terms of the percentage of the population by mother tongue, 88.9% of Nanaimo residents spoke English as their first language in 1996, compared to the provincial average of 76.5%. The district’s aboriginal population (6.4% of the school district’s total population) appears higher than the provincial average (5.1%), with a faster growth rate (3.7%) than occurred provincially (2.8%) between 1991 and 1996. Aboriginal students from three First Nations bands attend Nanaimo public schools: Snu ney muxw First Nation Snaw-Naw-As First Nation Chemainus First Nation Off-reserve Aboriginal students are represented by two organizations: Tillicum Haus Society Mid Island Metis Nation In terms of indicators concerning the city of Nanaimo, the Central Vancouver Island Health region report “The Case for Change: A social development strategy for Nanaimo (2001)” provides additional data on poverty in the city.   Nanaimo B.C. Canada 1996 median income $20,000 n/a $36,125 Single parent families (1996) 17.5% n/a 13.8% Receiving B.C. Benefits(1999) 10.4% 6.2% n/a Unemployment (1996) 12% 8.8% n/a In addition: Criminal, family, poverty legal aid applications (1999/2000) in Nanaimo totalled 4,935. The closest similar-sized B.C. town (Kamloops) had 3,461 applications. 1996 unemployment rates for 15–24 year-olds reached 19.2%. Nanaimo’s child poverty rate of 14.4% is the highest in any B.C. school district. ‘Worse-than-average’ ratings in child poverty, suicide, low income, high-school completion and teen pregnancy. In considering the community context in which the school district provides educational services, it is clear that there exists what the Health Region’s report has called ‘the dark side of Nanaimo’. This aspect of community is one of deprivation and poverty, not uniform across the school district, but existing at levels which are disturbing: “Nanaimo has for years had the reputation of leading the province in per capita numbers of welfare and employment insurance recipients in the province, and growing numbers of individuals and families simply can’t afford to enjoy the many leisure pastimes the city offers. Many single-parent families are having difficulty simply paying for food, shelter, clothing and transportation, as do many pensioners, young people living away from home, and people with disabilities. Poverty is a theme that threads through all areas of service delivery. It is a major factor in all areas of social services delivery and in health care. In particular, the growth of child poverty as witnessed in the public school system is of concern.” (Central Vancouver Island Health region: “The Case for Change: A Social development Strategy for Nanaimo, pp. 6–7) Some areas of the school district are clearly affluent and do not reflect the poverty described above. In general, the north end is more affluent, with median household income for two-person households in Hammond Bay ($66,231) reported at more than double the level in Harewood ($31,421) or Southend ($32,023) neighbourhoods, based on 1996 census data. Two other communities included in the school district are Ladysmith, 23 kms. to the south of Nanaimo, and the island of Gabriola, a 20-minute ferry ride to the east. The labour force in Ladysmith works in a wide range of occupations, but the top four are manufacturing, retail trade, health and social services, and construction. Ladysmith has three elementary schools and one secondary school, serving a population of about 7,000, while Gabriola, with a population of about 4,000, has one elementary school. Gabriola has a range of employment areas, including tourism and arts/crafts. There is also a sizeable proportion of people with alternative lifestyles on the island, with some history of home-schooling, though some home schooling is also linked with the island’s elementary school. The profile described here is doubtless limited in both its scope and exploration of the school district of Nanaimo as a community. Ministry data and the city of Nanaimo’s web site are useful to provide some understanding of context. The additional data from the Health Board in terms of poverty and deprivation suggest that the school district of Nanaimo serves a population which has some more-serious social issues than a cursory glance at district or city reports might suggest. 2. The school district Nanaimo School District’s web site (www.sd68.bc.ca) reports the following details of the size and scope of the district, based on data collected in September, 2000: 16,900 students 37 elementary schools (Kindergarten to Grade 7) 7 secondary schools (Grades 8 to 12) 5 alternate secondary schools (Grades 8 to 12) 1,427 employees (full-time-equivalent) size of district: 1,339 square kilometers population of district (1996 census): 95,325 growth-rate of district, 1991 census to 1996 census: 3% annually annual operating budget of $100 million Nanaimo’s student population rose slowly bur regularly for most of the years between 1990 and 1996, since which time most years have shown a marginal decline in enrolment. In its 2000/01 Accountability Contract2 the district states: “The vast majority of students in School District 68 (Nanaimo-Ladysmith) achieve success in school; however, a significant number of students face challenges that affect their readiness and ability to learn. The socio-economic status index prepared by the Ministry of Education for the 1999–2000 funding formula showed that School District 68 students were the most socio-economically disadvantaged in the province.” In recognition of the poverty levels in the district, the school district’s Poverty Intervention Committee (April 29, 2002) identified 23 of the district’s 49 schools as being affected by poverty issues, and allocated additional funding to these schools in three levels depending on severity. In previous years, funding had also been provided by the Ministry for Children and Family Development. Aboriginal students in Nanaimo School District3 In 2000–01, 37 aboriginal students graduated from Nanaimo’s high schools. The district’s Annual Student Achievement Profile for 2000–01 reports a Dogwood Completion Rate of 30.4% for aboriginal students, compared to the completion rate for non-aboriginal students of 76.5%. Dogwood completion rates are defined as the percentage of Grade 8 students who graduate within six years. However, 90% of Nanaimo’s aboriginal students who enrolled in Grade 12 in the 2000–01 school year graduated the same year. These data imply a significant aboriginal drop-out rate for Grades 8–11, but a graduation rate for those who reach Grade 12 which is higher than the provincial average of 85.4% for aboriginal students’ graduation rates.4 Currently, one school in S.D. #68 is offering the First Nations 12 course. The Hul’qumi’num’ language is offered in S.D. #68 schools where there is a high percentage of aboriginal students—these include North Oyster and Princess Royal Elementary, where the aboriginal-student population exceeds 50% of total school enrolment. In 2001–02, 10.4% of the aboriginal student population was placed in a special education behaviour category (as computed by the Ministry of Education). This appears to be an over-representation of aboriginal students—higher than might be expected in this category. A similar over-representation of aboriginal students also appears in Grades 8–10. Percentage of students enrolled in Special Education, 2001–02   Behaviour Severe Other Gifted Aboriginal 10.4% 2.0% 4.7% 0.6% Non-aboriginal 3.7% 1.3% 2.0% 2.4% Percentage of students placed in Special Education—Behaviour category, 2001–02   K–3 4–7 8–10 11–12 Sec. Ungr. Aboriginal 2.8% 6.5% 19.1% 10.2% 60.8% Non-aboriginal 1.7% 2.5% 5.4% 2.9% 66.9% 13% of school plans submitted to Nanaimo-Ladysmith’s Superintendent of Schools focussed on aboriginal students as an equity group. Nanaimo’s Funded Special Education enrolments Nanaimo’s funded Special Education enrolments are shown in terms of the new levels and categories defined by the Ministry of Education in 2002, for ease of comparison with data from the current and future school years. These enrolments may also be seen in Graph 1 in the Appendices section of this document. Funded Special Education enrolments, 1996/97 – 2003/04 Nanaimo 1996 /97 1997 /98 1998 /99 1999 /00 2000 /01 2001 /02 2002 /03 2003 /04 Level 1 (Dep H'capped) 29 31 25 24 24 22 24 25 Level 2 (Low Incidence) 231 244 236 272 309 317 322 342 Level 3 (Sev. Behaviour) 188 160 200 215 178 199 144 172 High Incidence 1,048 1,253 771 837 892 820 778 737 Gifted 487 490 360 358 388 370 362 352 Source: Ministry Standard Report 1585, various years Nanaimo’s Special Education enrolment as a percentage of total headcount (10.26%) has recently been close to the provincial average of 10.4%. Nanaimo Special Education enrolment as percentage of total enrolment Special Ed enrolments as a % of total 1996/ 97 1997/ 98 1998/ 99 1999/ 00 2000/ 01 2001/ 02 Nanaimo 11.48% 12.49 9.27 10.0 10.63 10.26 Province 10.69% 10.43 10.72 10.4 10.44 10.4 In terms of targeted and budgeted spending, the school district has seen a slight difference between targeted (money received from the province targeted at Special Education) and budgeted (what the district actually spent on Special Education). Targeted and Budgeted Expenditure in Special Education ($ millions) Nanaimo 1996/97 1997/98 1998/99 1999/00 2000/01 Targeted amount 11.52 11.82 11.72 11.53 12.17 Budgeted amount 11.72 12.2 12.07 11.98 12.28 While the district spends above its received targeted income, the difference is small when compared to some large urban districts in metropolitan Vancouver (such as Coquitlam, the other district included in this research project). Coquitlam 1996/97 1997/98 1998/99 1999/00 2000/01 Targeted amount 18.17 17.35 18.94 19.53 19.95 Budgeted amount 22.21 23.59 24.29 22.94 23.66 The difference can be seen in Graph 2, comparing Nanaimo and Coquitlam’s targeted and budgeted spending, in Special Education in the Appendices section of this report. The district’s Annual Student Achievement Profile for 2000/01 reports a Dogwood Completion Rate of 26.4% for students with special needs, compared to the completion rate for non-Special-Education students of 81.1%. English as a Second Language The funded ESL figures show significant growth from 1994 to 1996, a plateau in 1997 and 1998, marginal decline in 1999, and minor increases until the current school year, when a 15.79% reduction was reported in the numbers of funded ESL students. The five-year cap on ESL services introduced by the provincial government in 1998 appears to have significantly reduced ESL services to secondary students, both in the district of Nanaimo and provincially. Nanaimo’s funded ESL enrolment Funded enrolment 1994/95 1995/96 1996/97 1997/98 1998/99 1999/00 2000/01 2001/02 2002/03 Elementary 325 402 453 468 527 480 485 540 452 Secondary 123 128 146 107 89 58 63 49 44 Total 448 530 599 575 616 538 552 589 496 The number of ESL-funded secondary students in Nanaimo School District in September 2002 represents barely 30% of the numbers funded in 1996, although the total ESL numbers are only 9% fewer in 2002 than they were in 1996. This suggests a considerable under-servicing of ESL students in secondary schools, most likely a result of the five-year cap on ESL services introduced by the previous NDP government. See Graph 3 in the Appendices section for a visual representation of these data. Appendices SD # 68, Nanaimo, funded Special Education enrolments, 1996–97 to 2003–04 Targeted and budgeted expenditure ($ millions) in Special Education, #42, Coquitlam, and #68, Nanaimo SD # 68, Nanaimo, funded ESL enrolment, 1994–95 to 2002–03 ________________________________ 1 Some basic information from the 2001 census can be found in the ‘Community profiles’ section of the Statistics Canada web site.  [ Back] 2 School District 68 (Nanaimo-Ladysmith) Accountability Contract, 2000/01. [ Back] 3 The author acknowledges the contribution of Bob Esliger, who provided this information on aboriginal students. [ Back] 4 To view some of the initiatives the school district is undertaking to address the needs of aboriginal students, check the following on the Ministry of education’s web site: a. Aboriginal Education Improvement Agreement, www.bced.gov.bc.ca/abed/agreements/nlframework.htm b. Aboriginal Education Enhancement Agreement, www.bced.gov.bc.ca/abed/agreements/ [ Back]   About Us | News & Events | Publications | Advocacy & Action | Social Justice | Issues in Education © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140924,www.reddit.com,http://www.reddit.com/user/cleverusernamestaken,overview for cleverusernamestaken jump to content my subreddits announcementsArtAskRedditaskscienceawwblogbookscreepydataisbeautifulDIYDocumentariesEarthPornexplainlikeimfiveFitnessfoodfunnyFuturologygadgetsgamingGetMotivatedgifshistoryIAmAInternetIsBeautifulJokesLifeProTipslistentothismildlyinterestingmoviesMusicnewsnosleepnottheonionOldSchoolCoolpersonalfinancephilosophyphotoshopbattlespicsscienceShowerthoughtsspacesportstelevisiontifutodayilearnedTwoXChromosomesUpliftingNewsvideosworldnewsWritingPromptsedit subscriptions front -all -random |  InternetIsBeautiful -space -Music -Documentaries -listentothis -pics -movies -UpliftingNews -Art -personalfinance -LifeProTips -askscience -books -television -news -Jokes -gifs -TwoXChromosomes -science -Showerthoughts -IAmA -dataisbeautiful -sports -videos -nottheonion -mildlyinteresting -explainlikeimfive -Futurology -gadgets -food -tifu -creepy -DIY -todayilearned -aww -GetMotivated -gaming -photoshopbattles -OldSchoolCool -history -funny -Fitness -nosleep -EarthPorn -worldnews -philosophy -AskReddit -WritingPromptsmore » reddit.com cleverusernamestaken overview comments submitted gilded want to join? login or register in seconds| English cleverusernamestaken13,461 link karma 1,292 comment karma send messageredditor for 2 years what's this? TROPHY CASE Two-Year Club Verified Email remember mereset password login daily reddit gold goal 90% help support reddit reddit gold gives you extra features and helps keep our servers running. We believe the more reddit can be user-supported, the freer we will be to make reddit the best it can be. Buy gold for yourself to gain access to extra features and special benefits. A month of gold pays for 231.26 minutes of reddit server time! Give gold to thank exemplary people and encourage them to post more. This daily goal updates every 10 minutes and is reset at midnight Pacific Time (4 hours, 27 minutes from now). Yesterday's reddit gold goal 103% reddit is a platform for internet communities where your votes shape what the world is talking about.learn more › sorted by: new hotnewtopcontroversial Iggy Azalea comes in too early on dancing with the stars by gibsonlp223in cringe [–]cleverusernamestaken -4 points-3 points-2 points 2 months ago (0 children) She actually just came in a measure early, the track was fine. permalink context full comments (468) TIL A woman (registered nurse) was watching the show "Flip or Flop" on HGTV and noticed a lump on hosts neck. Emailed production company to make them aware and host ended up having thyroid cancer and didn't know. by lineswithinin todayilearned [–]cleverusernamestaken 1 point2 points3 points 5 months ago (0 children) I don't think it's morally just to be content with ignorance and not bother to speak out about misogyny just because you happen to be on the priveleged side of society. Do you have any empathy? permalink context full comments (1122) TIL A woman (registered nurse) was watching the show "Flip or Flop" on HGTV and noticed a lump on hosts neck. Emailed production company to make them aware and host ended up having thyroid cancer and didn't know. by lineswithinin todayilearned [–]cleverusernamestaken 1 point2 points3 points 5 months ago (0 children) I'm really not. I'm usually energetic and laid back, but social justice and microaggression are topics that are very sensitive to me. I would totally be open to having a calm discussion about things like these, but it's hard to not get angry when there are multiple people calling me a hypocrite or assuming I'm morbidly obese because I care about these topics. permalink context full comments (1122) TIL A woman (registered nurse) was watching the show "Flip or Flop" on HGTV and noticed a lump on hosts neck. Emailed production company to make them aware and host ended up having thyroid cancer and didn't know. by lineswithinin todayilearned [–]cleverusernamestaken 1 point2 points3 points 5 months ago (0 children) I'm not claiming I know much about you, I'm just assuming that you haven't been oppressed because your comments sound too ignorant and naive to come from someone who has had experience being oppressed. permalink context full comments (1122) TIL A woman (registered nurse) was watching the show "Flip or Flop" on HGTV and noticed a lump on hosts neck. Emailed production company to make them aware and host ended up having thyroid cancer and didn't know. by lineswithinin todayilearned [–]cleverusernamestaken -1 points0 points1 point 5 months ago (0 children) You really can't say that, considering that you have probably never been systematically oppressed or demeaned. permalink context full comments (1122) TIL A woman (registered nurse) was watching the show "Flip or Flop" on HGTV and noticed a lump on hosts neck. Emailed production company to make them aware and host ended up having thyroid cancer and didn't know. by lineswithinin todayilearned [–]cleverusernamestaken 0 points1 point2 points 5 months ago (0 children) Sorry, my mistake. I did read the article, but I didn't notice the last names in the photo caption. permalink context full comments (1122) TIL A woman (registered nurse) was watching the show "Flip or Flop" on HGTV and noticed a lump on hosts neck. Emailed production company to make them aware and host ended up having thyroid cancer and didn't know. by lineswithinin todayilearned [–]cleverusernamestaken -1 points0 points1 point 5 months ago (0 children) Exactly, because you have probably never been objectified in your life. Comments like these seem small and inconsequential to you, but they are microaggressive and build up when they are constantly thrown at women. permalink context full comments (1122) TIL A woman (registered nurse) was watching the show "Flip or Flop" on HGTV and noticed a lump on hosts neck. Emailed production company to make them aware and host ended up having thyroid cancer and didn't know. by lineswithinin todayilearned [–]cleverusernamestaken 1 point2 points3 points 5 months ago (0 children) Except it's not respectful. Taking an article about a nurse diagnosing cancer and turning it into her attractiveness isn't relevant to the discussion nor is it respectful. permalink context full comments (1122) TIL A woman (registered nurse) was watching the show "Flip or Flop" on HGTV and noticed a lump on hosts neck. Emailed production company to make them aware and host ended up having thyroid cancer and didn't know. by lineswithinin todayilearned [–]cleverusernamestaken -1 points0 points1 point 5 months ago* (0 children) What? That's not it at all. What's demeaning about what /u/Squishy_Vengence wrote is that it marginalizes the nurse's discovery (what this article is really about) and turns it into her looks, while also implying that female attractiveness = "marriage material" permalink context full comments (1122) TIL A woman (registered nurse) was watching the show "Flip or Flop" on HGTV and noticed a lump on hosts neck. Emailed production company to make them aware and host ended up having thyroid cancer and didn't know. by lineswithinin todayilearned [–]cleverusernamestaken -1 points0 points1 point 5 months ago* (0 children) I'm not overreacting, what you're saying is clearly microagression. Maybe you think you're simply complimenting her, but how would you feel if an amazing discovery you made was marginalized because all people cared about was if you're attractive enough to marry? edit: sorry, I thought I was still replying to /u/Squishy_Vengence permalink context full comments (1122) TIL A woman (registered nurse) was watching the show "Flip or Flop" on HGTV and noticed a lump on hosts neck. Emailed production company to make them aware and host ended up having thyroid cancer and didn't know. by lineswithinin todayilearned [–]cleverusernamestaken 1 point2 points3 points 5 months ago (0 children) Just because everyone is talking about the article doesn't give you an excuse to write a fairly sexist comment. Your comment isn't "original", it's gross. permalink context full comments (1122) TIL A woman (registered nurse) was watching the show "Flip or Flop" on HGTV and noticed a lump on hosts neck. Emailed production company to make them aware and host ended up having thyroid cancer and didn't know. by lineswithinin todayilearned [–]cleverusernamestaken -2 points-1 points0 points 5 months ago (0 children) That's what you got from this? Her looks? Keep your objectification to yourself, please. permalink context full comments (1122) A gorgeous young gal declares war on Feminism. by sharinghappinessin videos [–]cleverusernamestaken -15 points-14 points-13 points 5 months ago* (0 children) I think what you're explaining is "reverse racism", which isn't really an impacting thing in our society. Straight white males are absolutely allowed to have opinions, but voicing them is often unneeded because straight white males don't typically have the perspective of an oppressed person. If a straight white male has a generalization thrown at them, the most it can do is: Make them realize that they do the generalization and that they should change Have them understand that they don't do what is described in the generalization and move on Have them realize that it's a joke at the expense of the priveleged party and that the most it can do is hurt your feelings for 5 minutes, not oppress you like what PoC, women, LGBTQIAP+, and others have had to endure. permalink context full comments (649) ITAP of a peacock in mid air by Evil_gEekin itookapicture [–]cleverusernamestaken 0 points1 point2 points 5 months ago (0 children) This is a fantastic photo, especially for a phone camera! Gorgeous tones - what did you use to edit this? permalink context full comments (58) Had to put my dog down yesterday. This is how I feel when people ask me if im ok. by backwaterin AdviceAnimals [–]cleverusernamestaken -1 points0 points1 point 5 months ago (0 children) Shut up. permalink context full comments (728) Had to put my dog down yesterday. This is how I feel when people ask me if im ok. by backwaterin AdviceAnimals [–]cleverusernamestaken 3 points4 points5 points 5 months ago* (0 children) Congrats, you're insensitive. I don't really know what else you thought you'd receive from posting a comment like this. permalink context full comments (728) ITAP of the Holocaust Memorial in Berlin. by archiopticin itookapicture [–]cleverusernamestaken 0 points1 point2 points 5 months ago (0 children) Great shot. I can't tell if I'd like it more if it was perfectly straight up and down or as it is now.. Both work in their own ways, I think. permalink context full comments (21) I'm not offended by Nick Cannon. I just think he's retarded. by sp4cein cringe [–]cleverusernamestaken 0 points1 point2 points 6 months ago (0 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on Please, please don't use ableist words like "retarded". permalink context full comments (345) Why do people often refuse to accept truth when presented with irrefutable facts? by seashoreandhorizonin TrueAskReddit [–]cleverusernamestaken 0 points1 point2 points 6 months ago (0 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on I don't know too much about why, but if you want a term to research further, this is called "belief perseverance theory" in psychology. permalink context full comments (23) Silencing the classroom: Game of Thrones style by BasiaVuin funny [–]cleverusernamestaken 0 points1 point2 points 6 months ago (0 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on ..English. People speak the English language differently in different places (humor vs humour, etc..) I know in Great Britain and Australia they usually call it "maths", like an abbreviated mathematics. permalink context full comments (1297) How was the first computer programed? by tape99in AskReddit [–]cleverusernamestaken -1 points0 points1 point 6 months ago (0 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on You'll probably find more answers researching this than in an AskReddit thread, as most people will probably direct you to an article anyways. permalink context full comments (5) What are some documentaries everyone should make time to watch? by [deleted]in AskReddit [–]cleverusernamestaken 1 point2 points3 points 6 months ago (0 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on Babies - It follows the development and culture of babies around the world. Interesting and adorable! permalink context full comments (8) Silencing the classroom: Game of Thrones style by BasiaVuin funny [–]cleverusernamestaken 2 points3 points4 points 6 months ago (0 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on Sorry, for clarification: many countries call it "maths", like an abbreviated "mathematics". permalink context full comments (1297) Silencing the classroom: Game of Thrones style by BasiaVuin funny [–]cleverusernamestaken 1 point2 points3 points 6 months ago (0 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on ..? Some countries pluralize math. permalink context full comments (1297) Silencing the classroom: Game of Thrones style by BasiaVuin funny [–]cleverusernamestaken 2 points3 points4 points 6 months ago (0 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on it's correct grammar permalink context full comments (1297) view more: next › about blog about team source code advertise jobs help wiki FAQ reddiquette rules contact us tools mobile firefox extension chrome extension buttons widget <3 reddit gold store redditgifts reddit.tv radio reddit Use of this site constitutes acceptance of our User Agreement and Privacy Policy. © 2014 reddit inc. All rights reserved. REDDIT and the ALIEN Logo are registered trademarks of reddit inc. close this window you'll need to login or register to do that create a new account all it takes is a username and password privacy philosophy we limit data collected about you and your use of the platform, your personal information is never for sale, we use and disclose information to prevent people from abusing the platform, but we never disclose it for any other reason unless required by law. for more information, see our privacy policy. username:try anotheravailable! account recovery email:  (optional)we only send email at your request password: verify password: remember me create account is it really that easy? only one way to find out... login already have an account and just want to login? username: password: remember me recover password login close this window interface language English [en]العربية [ar]Беларуская мова [be]български език [bg]Bosanski [bs]català [ca]česky [cs]dansk [da]Deutsch [de]Ελληνικά [el]English (Australia) [en-au]English (Canadian) [en-ca]English (Great Britain) [en-gb]English [en-us]Esperanto [eo]español [es]español [es-ar]eesti keel [et]Euskara [eu]فارسی [fa]suomi [fi]français [fr]Gàidhlig [gd]עברית [he]मानक हिन्दी [hi]hrvatski [hr]Magyar [hu]Հայերեն լեզու [hy]Bahasa Indonesia [id]íslenska [is] (*)italiano (Italy) [it]日本語 [ja]ಕನ್ನಡ [kn_IN]한국어 [ko]Latin [la]1337 [leet]LOL [lol]lietuvių kalba [lt]latviešu valoda [lv]Nederlands [nl]Nynorsk [nn]Norsk [no]Arrrrrrrr! [pir]polski [pl]português [pt] (*)português [pt-pt]português brasileiro [pt_BR]română [ro]русский [ru]slovenčina [sk]slovenščina [sl]српски језик [sr]Srpski [sr-la]Svenska [sv]தமிழ் [ta]ภาษาไทย [th]Türkçe [tr]українська мова [uk]Tiếng Việt [vi]中文 [zh] (*) incomplete volunteer to translate π Rendered by PID 8056 on app-128 at 2014-09-24 03:32:50.709816+00:00 running cdb4286 country code: US.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "October is #FosterFamilyMonth. Thank you #BC for opening your homes and hearts to more than 5,900 children and youth." @John_Yap - 11:14pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/gvta/status/509235290209550336,Victoria Teachers on Twitter: "Thanks to everyone who attended & helped out at our #PicnicProtest at the School Board Office! Photos here: https://t.co/AApj8d0smh" টুইটার অনুসন্ধান অনুসন্ধান টুইটার খুঁজুন সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ ভাষা : বাংলা. हिन्दी Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন টুইটার-এ নতুন ? আজই যোগদান করুন » সাইন ইন করুন ফোন, ইমেল বা ব্যবহারকারীর নাম পাসওয়ার্ড সাইন ইন আমাকে মনে রাখুন পাসওয়ার্ড ভুলে গেছেন? ইতিমধ্যে আপনি কি টেক্সট বার্তার মাধ্যমে টুইটার ব্যবহার করছেন? অনুসরণ অনুসরণ করা কর্মসমূহ:অনুসরণ না করা অবরুদ্ধ অবরোধ মুক্ত মুলতুবি বাতিল Victoria Teachers ‏ @gvta ৯ সেপ্টেম্বর Thanks to everyone who attended & helped out at our #PicnicProtest at the School Board Office! Photos here: https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.987460921279370.1073741841.165145586844245&type=1 … প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট পুনঃটুইটগুলি ৫ প্রিয়১ ১২:০২ পূর্বাহ্ণ - ৯ সেপ্টেম্বর, ২০১৪ Victoria Teachers থেকে কোন আপডেট মিস্ করবেন না © 2014 টুইটার সম্বন্ধে সহায়তা বিজ্ঞপ্তি তথ্য বন্ধ মিডিয়াটিকে চিহ্নিত করুন এটি ইতিমধ্যে সংবেদনশীল কন্টেন্ট ধারণকারী হিসাবে চিহ্নিত হয়েছে। পতাকা তুলুন এটি সম্ভাব্যরূপে অবৈধ বিষয়বস্তুর ধারণকারী হিসেবে। সমর্পণ করা বাতিল মিডিয়াকে চিহ্নিত করা সম্পর্কে আরো জানুন খারিজ বন্ধ পূর্ববর্তী পরবর্তী বন্ধ একজন ব্যক্তির প্রোফাইলে যান সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ বন্ধ আপনার অনুসরণকারীদের এই পুনঃটুইটটি পাঠাবেন? বাতিল পুনঃটুইট বন্ধ আপনি কি নিশ্চিত যে এই টুইট মুছে দিতে চান? বাতিল মুছে ফেলুন বন্ধ রোধ করন বাতিল রোধ করন আপনার টুইটসমুহে একটি অবস্থান যুক্ত করুন যখন একটি অবস্থানের সঙ্গে আপনার টুইট করেন, টুইটার সেই অবস্থান সংরক্ষণ করে। প্রত্যেক টুইটের আগে আপনি আপনার অবস্থান চালু / বন্ধ করতে পারেন, এবং যে কোনও সময় আপনি আপনার অবস্থানের ইতিহাস মুছে ফেলতে পারেন। আরো জানুন অবস্থান চালু করুন এখন নয় স্থান বন্ধ করুন বন্ধ প্রোফাইল সারসংক্ষেপ বন্ধ আপনার তালিকাসমূহ বন্ধ একটি নতুন তালিকা তৈরি করুন নাম তালিকা বিবরণ 100 অক্ষরের কম, ঐচ্ছিক তালিকাসমূহ:গোপনীয়তা সাধারণ · যে কেউ এই তালিকা অনুসরণ করতে পারেন ব্যক্তিগত · শুধুমাত্র আপনিই এই তালিকায় প্রবেশ করতে পারবেন তালিকা সংরক্ষণ করুন বন্ধ বন্ধ এই টুইট স্থাপিত কর আপনার নীচের ওয়েবসাইটে কোডটি অনুলিপি দ্বারা এই টুইট যোগ করুন * আরও জানুন হুম, সার্ভারে পৌঁছনোর একটি সমস্যা ছিল। পরে আবার চেষ্টা করবেন? প্রকৃত টুইট অন্তর্ভুক্ত করুন অন্তর্ভুক্ত মিডিয়া প্রাকদর্শন বন্ধ টুইটারে নিবন্ধন করুন টুইটারে নেই? নিবন্ধন করুন, আপনির পছন্দের বিষয়গুলির সাথে যুক্ত হন, এবং তাদের বিষয়ে হালনাগাদ পান। একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন » বন্ধ দুটি উপায় (প্রেরণ এবং গ্রহণ) শর্ট কোড: দেশ কোড গ্রাহকদের জন্য মার্কিন যুক্তরাষ্ট্র 40404 (যে কোন) কানাডা 21212 (যে কোন) যুক্তরাজ্য 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM হাইতি 40404 Digicel, Voila আয়ারল্যান্ড 51210 Vodafone, O2 ভারত 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance ইন্দোনেশিয়া 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » অন্য দেশসমুহের এসএসএস সংক্ষিপ্ত কোড দেখুন বন্ধ নিশ্চিতকরণ)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9142,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 19, Number 1, September 2006 Teaching to diversity—It's IEP season by Marilyn Miller Excellent online information and assistance is available through the BCTF web site. The BCTF homepage will link you to Teaching to Diversity. There, open the Resource Inventory and then open Documentation. That is your main source of diverse information and multiple supports to assist with IEP development. Within Documentation, you can access the ministry’s Manual of Policies, Procedures, and Guidelines to find out exactly what the manual states regarding who must have an IEP and what must be contained in an IEP. You can also access the ministry’s Special Education Resource Guide, which provides helpful information and strategies regarding all aspects of the IEP, including determining when an IEP is necessary, which processes should be considered and who should be involved. The guide also includes sample forms and plans that teachers will find useful in preparing their own IEPs. In addition to those sample forms, there are several sample IEP and Student Learning Plan templates found in the Documentation section of the Resource Inventory. They range in length from full, multipage IEP formats to more concise formats to suit students with less intense needs. Useful checklists of typical adaptations are also found within these templates. Are you interested in learning what research tells us about what will make the greatest difference in student learning? Go to "Looking at IEPs as Best Practice" for reasons why we need to involve students in their IEP development/review and how their involvement enhances achievement. You have no doubt noticed that the Resource Inventory contains many more access portals. Why not have a look around those other portals. You will find that the Adaptations, Modifications, and Strategies sections contain varied and useful sources to augment your IEP development as well as general educational practice. One of my favourite sections is Graphic Organizers found within Adaptations. There are literally hundreds of easy-to-use visual templates to scaffold learning. Have a look! Marilyn Miller teaches at Trafalgar Junior Secondary School, Nelson, and as a member of the Teaching To Diversity committee is content co-ordinator for the web site. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7302&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 4, January/February 2006 Let's make affiliation official by Susan Fonseca In March 2003, BCTF members voted 58.1% in favour of a trial three-year affiliation with the BC Federation of Labour. This spring, members will be asked to vote on making a more permanent commitment to the BCFed. Ultimately, teachers will decide whether to end the long engagement period and walk away or to tie the knot with our labour allies. Solidarity for three years, or forever? Teachers will be asked to determine whether our trial affiliation has been valuable in terms of advancing our professional concerns and issues to a broader community. Has membership given us a more effective voice and a broader audience? Have we derived support from others in our coalition who share common problems, interests, and concerns? Have we gained a better understanding of their workplace issues? Have we been able to gain access to alternative communication networks and shape the BCFed’s education policies? Have we been able to advance our professional concerns and gain the kind of public influence we do not have working alone? As a delegate to two BCFed conventions and the New West District & Labour Council, I can attest that the answer to all of these questions is a definite yes. We were given a standing ovation three years ago when our delegation appeared in our blue and white T-shirts, which read "Proud to be a Teacher. Proud to be Affiliated." And this year, Jinny Sims, the first delegate to take the mike, was given a resounding standing ovation for her courageous leadership of our successful job action. There is no doubt that Sim’s consistent and strong leadership inspired our sisters and brothers in the labour movement, or that the solidarity and defiance of individual teachers all around the province earned their respect. But the question we should be asking ourselves is Would we have had the success in standing up to the provincial government on our own without the committed support of our labour allies? The answer to that question really is the litmus test for our next ratification vote. Think back to the picket lines and consider the support offered by members of so many other labour unions including HEU, nurses, postal workers, Telus workers, firefighters, and of course, CUPE. It was the BCFed that took our responsbility for the rally in Victoria, and it was the actual walkouts or threat of walkouts by other unions around the province in support of teachers that got the government to call Vince Ready to mediate. When the courts prohibited our strike pay, it was the Federation of Post-Secondary Educators’ Association who set up the Feed the Teachers fund. And in Langley, Telus workers who had been locked out for three months, offered eight boxes of groceries for our local food drive for teachers and CUPE workers. This broad support was both nourishing and uplifting and showed that solidarity is not just an abstract concept. It’s hard to imagine after our experiences of the past three years, that teachers would vote to withdraw from the BC Federation of Labour. I hope teachers will acknowledge the solid support we’ve been given by our fellow affiliates with an overwhelming vote to stay right where we belong. Let’s make it official this time. Susan Fonseca is vice president of the Langley Teachers’ Association.)
(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2011/01/bcpsea-wrong-people-to-bargain-with.html?showComment=1296575784485,Staffroom Confidential: BCPSEA - the wrong people to bargain with teachers Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Sunday, January 30, 2011 BCPSEA - the wrong people to bargain with teachers The BC Public School Employer's Association is not popular with teachers. It was imposed as a provincial bargaining agent in the mid-90's and teachers were denied their right to bargain locally, directly with their school Trustees. BCPSEA has failed to negotiate agreements in every round of bargaining except 2006, when a government signing bonus was on the table. Government intervention has been used in every other case. BCPSEA is not an organization of educators. It's employees are bureaucrats with very large salaries who typically have degrees in HR or business. These are the people that are entrusted with negotiating with teachers to reach the best collective agreements to serve Boards of Education who deliver educational programs in schools. It just doesn't make sense. And it is galling to read one of the first "tweets" from BCPSEA announcing their entrance to the twittersphere: "Spread the word in your District. BCPSEA updates now on Twitter. The first and most accurate factual information on education issues." Perhaps if you go to your lawyer or banker to seek information and expertise on educational issues, you might equally trust BCPSEA. I personally would ask an educator. Local teacher associations around the province are frustrated with the impact BCPSEA has had on relations with their local school Boards. Every time we try to work with Boards to modify our collective agreements where a provision clearly isn't working for either party, BCPSEA interferes. This has hampered our ability to discuss standardized testing, class size and composition, the school year, to name just a few issues. These issues are critical to students and families, and their interests should not be represented by unaccountable bureaucrats. BCPSEA is accountable to almost no one. Yes, they are directed by a Council elected by representatives of school Trustees. But that is a far cry from the type of accountability that locally elected Trustees have. We used to negotiate directly with these locally elected Trustees. If a Board did something unpopular in the community, the Trustees would know come the next election. In contrast, BCPSEA employees never answer to the public. A parent can phone their Trustee. They would have trouble getting in touch with their BCPSEA representative and they would have even more trouble having them listen and act on their concern. It is interesting that the one small piece of accountability there is - the election of the Chair by Trustee reps - actually got exercised this weekend. In a suprise "upset" (as Janet Steffenhagen called it), former Chair Ron Christensen was ousted and replaced by Mel Joy at last weekend's BCPSEA Annual General Meeting. I hope this was a response to the decades long failure of BCPSEA to act in a way that assists and improves Boards' ability to deliver quality education. Teachers are hoping this round to bargain a whole lot more with our local Boards. We believe that sensible solutions to local issues that will serve the local community are best made by those who live and work there and understand the needs. They are best developed by those directly elected by the parents and citizens in that community. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 8:47 AM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 17 comments: TobeyJanuary 30, 2011 at 9:30 AM Beautiful! Glad to see the BCPSEA problematized! They definitely do *not* represent the interests of the public, the values of professional educationists, or the needs of students. The class and power dynamics here are critical; but, sadly, many of us ignore or avoid the implications of stratified power. For instance, look at how de-fanged May Day has become - a holiday which commemorates the solidarity and legitimacy of labour militancy has come to be purveyed as a 'day for relaxation'. Discussions of class and power may not be in the interests of the elite, but for those of us in the trenches it's an absolute necessity. Cheers for highlighting this particular lack.ReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 30, 2011 at 8:45 PM Hi Tara, This is Silas White, elected trustee director at BCPSEA, also board chair on the Sunshine Coast. For both positions I feel very accountable to the public, part of which is trying to follow any concerns and feedback expressed online... But there are more similarities between my provincial and local roles, too. Locally and provincially, accountable trustees set direction for bargaining. But also both locally and provincially, boards delegate the actual daily work of bargaining and labour relations to professional staff. There is some local bargaining for teachers (we do a lot on the Sunshine Coast) and of course support staff, and in these cases again trustees may set direction but don't necessarily sit at the bargaining table. Boards typically have 0-2 trustees involved, and their roles are to liaison with the board and represent general board direction but not to do the legwork of bargaining. Just like BCPSEA, HR professionals and other hired staff do this. As far as "educators" go, I expect you're not suggesting that teachers should be bargaining with teachers, but rather that a superintendent or principal is often on a local team. Provincially, BCPSEA has a seconded superintendent on its team: Mike Roberts from Central Okanagan. Other BCPSEA staff including Hugh Finlayson and Jacquie Griffiths also used to work for school districts; if they still did under a local bargaining model, they'd be doing that work locally for trustees rather than provincially for trustees. Also, we all need to be realistic that the provincial government is a key player because it funds boards and also regulates both provincial and local bargaining, and numerous other aspects of education, with provincial legislation. So importantly, BCPSEA also has this representation at the table (though the majority is still trustees). As a trustee rep I feel my effectiveness at BCPSEA would be drastically reduced if we were left to merely speculate on government activity in relation to our discussions. Finally, the election yesterday was a positive response to Mel's candidacy rather than a negative response to Ron's. Ron has been instrumental and visionary in encouraging a younger generation of trustees, and evidently people felt it is time for this new leadership to step forward. It was bound to happen sometime, and such a generational shift will inevitably happen in other organizations, too. Maybe quite suddenly, like this was. But an election of a new chair simply cannot change BCPSEA's role, mandate and structure, which was set by the Clark government in 1994. BCPSEA does so happen to be the provincial bargaining agent to represent boards in teacher bargaining, which seems to be your main complaint about the organization... However, I do think if there is going to be a change we could all start by being a lot less adversarial. You mention the connection to parents, citizens, community and I can definitely confirm as someone elected by those people that their first wish in these matters is for both sides to cut down on the political rhetoric and work out some solutions for the best interests of our students and public education. Personally, I feel this can be accomplished at the provincial table, but I'm also open to a BCTF-BCPSEA discussion on the split of provincial/local matters. (I should also mention I appreciate your portrayal of boards in this posting much more than in your last posting.)ReplyDelete Jason ScottJanuary 30, 2011 at 10:34 PM Hi Tara, thanks for blogging. I like to hear your perspective, though personally I feel there are quite a few black-and-white statements in your posts. I'm a parent and a trustee (sd46-funnily enough same as SW above); but I'm also just a person who cares about education like you, and I assume you're open to questions since you're in the blogosphere. I'm curious about this statement that I've heard a few times lately: "BCPSEA has failed to negotiate agreements in every round of bargaining except 2006" Hasn't BCTF also failed to negotiate agreements in every round of bargaining except 2006? Only seems fair to mention that both sides failed to reach agreements. No? J ScottReplyDelete Tara EhrckeJanuary 31, 2011 at 8:12 AM Thanks for the thoughtful comments. A few responses. When we negotiate issues locally we talk to Superintendents, Associates and Principals. While we may have different viewpoints, we all share a common knowledge of life in schools. That is the piece missing when discussing issues with HR managers or lawyers or professional bargainers. It is fine to talk about salary with an HR manager, but when we discuss school based teams, or staff committees, it is essential I believe to have that common framework for discussion. You mention that Boards delegate bargaining to staff. That has not been the history in Victoria and I believe many districts. We always had Trustees (up to three at a time even!) sit directly on the district's local bargaining team. Yes the province is a player. That is why we believe the Province should provide a funding envelope for local Boards to use to bargain locally. This was the model adopted in Ontario and was very successful in allowing local Boards to allocate those resources in ways that made sense for the teachers and communities. Maybe in some Districts this will go to upgrade teacherages. Maybe in others to enhance funding for travel costs for professional development, for example. Trustees do direct BCPSEA, and if they thought BCPSEA was broken they could withhold their fees/participation. Boards of Education had two substantive functions at their inception: taxation and bargaining (a form of management right). Both have been removed. This, in my opinion, deprives them of much of the significant decision making authority which ought to come with that elected office. They are not functions which have been stripped from municipalities. But school Boards have become less and less relevant under this governance model. This is a shame, as they are one of the key forms of democratic control at the local level. On J Scott's remark about failing to negotiate. I think it is hard to blame teachers for "failing" when we have been unilaterally legislated back to work. This happened in 2002 and again in 2005. It is my honest belief that BCPSEA knew government would do this and that as a result they did not bargain meaningfully. If you would like some concrete evidence, please take a look at the court case taking place over Bill 27 and 28, in which the BCTF introduced evidence that showed the direct relationship between government legislation and BCPSEA bargaining. You can find details on the BCTF web site.ReplyDelete Jason ScottJanuary 31, 2011 at 12:24 PM Thanks for furthering the dialogue. I respect your opinion, and I'm not here to refute that. I'm just saying that when two parties (or groups) fail to reach an agreement in negotiations, both "sides" need to take responsibility for that. It's the only way to move forward, in my opinion. J ScottReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 31, 2011 at 4:05 PM PART 2 (from Silas): There are no board fees for BCPSEA so the structural accountability component is largely through the election of trustees to the board of directors. And if trustees felt BCPSEA was broken we would definitely hear about it. Trustee and board participation in the Rep Council and AGM last week was more positive and extensive than I've ever seen it. I believe only one or two boards out of 60 weren't represented, due to conflicting schedules. I can relate to your governance comments, though at the same time I understand why the Province made these changes: equity. I live in a region (and time) where building public support for school taxes would be brutal because about half our population is over the age of 50. In regions where a higher proportion of the population is directly connected to public education, or likewise just has more per-capita wealth than others, a board would be able to raise more taxes and offer better programs to their students than in other districts. Bargaining is similar: as far as the distribution of funds goes, it needs to be equitable. Secondly, certainly salary harmonization and also some common working conditions, processes and other practices among teachers throughout the province would also be impossible under local bargaining. And how about porting of seniority and sick leave? I realize I'm now referring to the extreme of full local bargaining, but it seems as though you are, too, especially with the funding envelope suggestion. As far as a BCTF-BCPSEA discussion on the current provincial-local split goes, as I said before that is not a bad thought. I can speak from personal experience, though, that my district conducts quite a lot of mid-contract modification bargaining and we and our local never seem to run out of issues to work on that are already classified as local. But I also understand that the BCTF feels there can be too many restrictions around the current process for local bargaining, which would also inevitably be part of any discussion on the split.ReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 31, 2011 at 4:06 PM Hi Tara, Silas here again, still needing to get a WordPress or Google sign-in. And responding in 2 parts! (guess I just need my own blog) PART 1: At the provincial level, the role of the seconded superintendent will certainly be to represent that common knowledge of life in schools, and to share it with the rest of the bargaining team. It has also been (and will continue to be) to connect with superintendents and principals around the province to strengthen that commonality and knowledge at the table. He is one person, but on the other hand he has been seconded to focus on representing that educational perspective in bargaining and labour relations -- so he isn't juggling hundreds of other non-bargaining demands and urgent issues like a local superintendent would be during local bargaining. And this is actually one of local boards' greatest concerns re: local bargaining. When we have all our superintendents and other key staff focused on bargaining throughout the province (in addition to the teacher reps, of course) it can be a serious drain on the daily operations and educational focus of our system. In some districts, it simply isn't practicable. So why don't only the trustees bargain, then? Well we don't have that firsthand classroom/school knowledge you talk about. And I say this as someone who has been relatively active in local bargaining. But in addition to that classroom knowledge it is just as important to have school district HR professionals involved because they're the ones who deal with the collective agreement every day, probably have the most year-round contact with local presidents such as yourself, are most aware of all recent grievances, etc. So these HR professionals are involved at the provincial stage just as they would be at local tables. As I mentioned, I'm in a district where trustees are more involved than many others in bargaining -- and yet we certainly don't do the legwork because we aren't immersed in either the classroom or collective agreement as our daily work. I like to think we contribute valuable input to our team, but realistically teachers aren't "bargaining with the trustees." Although, I am interested in the Victoria model you mention so will check into it with present and past Victoria trustee associates. But realistically, the Victoria experience is not what most teacher locals would be looking at in local bargaining today. Just take a look at support staff tables or mid-contract modification tables, and you won't find many trustees. Re: the funding envelope idea, the other side of this is that it can hang boards out to dry when there isn't much to offer from provincial coffers, or in the present case, when there is net-zero to offer. So the centralization of a situation like this, when we're all under these very same conditions set by the province anyway, and there really isn't any flexibility to make the localized decisions like the examples you provided, makes a lot of sense.ReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 31, 2011 at 4:08 PM Sorry those appeared backwards! Read the bottom one first.ReplyDelete Tara EhrckeFebruary 1, 2011 at 7:56 AM Hi Silas - We are not proposing the "big" money items at the local table...salary and benefits. Although there is a case to be made by Boards that these should be. In a remote District a Board might want higher salaries to attract teachers. Salaries are not harmonized right now - they vary quite a bit from district to district. Nor are benefits. The equity piece is dealt with through the funding envelope - it needs to be allocated in an equitable fashion (eg. per FTE student). My point about funding was not that I want local taxation back, just that the general model has been to strip Boards of their powers. I agree with you that equitable distribution is essential with respect to the funding. In fact, many of the current grant structures (e.g. Community Link) and the funding provided by International students and parent fundraising still create considerable inequity in the funding available to Boards and schools. The funding model was originally changed for equity reasons (after the Cameron Commission in the late 40's). But other parts of the governance model that have changed are about stripping Boards of their relevance, and bargaining is one of them. Victoria negotiated porting of sick leave way back in the 90's locally. No need to do this provincially. And many of us don't like portability of seniority here! Many of the items we want to bargain are not even cost items. Of our thirty odd priorities less than half are money items and many of the money items are small money items. For example, we would like to increase the allotment of PD funds to teachers. We currently receive $87 per year. Meanwhile, administrators get close to $1000. If there has been room in the budget to increase administrator PD funds, why not teacher? Doubling our PD funds would cost the District less than $100,000 - a small money item in a $170 million budget. Or why not redistribute that same funding equitably to all educators? We would like language defining health and safety committees - no cost. A parental complaint process - no cost. I could go on. In fact, the costs to Board arise when these issues are not dealt with. They end up as grievances and the money goes to lawyers and arbitrators. Our Board is spending close to half a million dollars a year in litigation with us, when they should be just bargaining with us to develop long term solutions to these local problems.ReplyDelete SilasFebruary 2, 2011 at 12:20 PM Hi Tara, Your earlier connection of local taxation to local bargaining is apt. Without local taxation trustees lost autonomy in many areas, but as I said before from a provincial perspective it created some necessary equity for students. When I look at only my district and my position, the more autonomy the better; provincially, though, there is some equity for both students and employees that can be achieved through some centralization. I've heard stories from the glory days of local bargaining in the 70s and 80s and from the employer's side taxation somewhat drove the whole exercise. Sometimes proposals would need to be costed out by how much taxes would need to be raised. But without this notion/utility as part of the formula, those glory days just aren't so romantic anymore. A lot of the control is going to be provincial anyway, so having 60+ provincial tables going may not be the best use of our local resources (your local as well as your district). [And I do understand your cited envelope model--though governance for Ontario boards is structured in a way that they have complementary autonomy and independence in other areas, too, compared to us, so I'm not sure it could work so well here.] But you're absolutely right that this situation has come about as a result of lessened autonomy -- but that issue isn't going to get solved within the current structure. That would need to come from outside, by whom we elect and influence as MLAs. That is an entirely different process and chances are that trustees and teachers have a lot in common regarding what they'd like to see happen provincially (simply more support for public education, for starters). On a quick count, my local CA has about 106 articles, about 35 of which are provincial. PD funds are already local are they not? Same with health & safety? I don't believe we have a complaint process in our CA, but that surely isn't a provincial item. So if these items are already on the local table, is BCTF support for local bargaining actually indicative of dissatisfaction with *LOCAL* bargaining as it stands? Maybe there is a more effective way of addressing this underlying concern than expanding local bargaining, which seems counterintuitive? SilasReplyDelete Tara EhrckeFebruary 8, 2011 at 1:08 PM Not that I can speak for the BCTF, but as a local President I can say that we are frustrated both by how little is at the local table (pd funds are not at the local table, nor are stipends for committees, nor are parental complaints - have a look at Appendix 1 and 2 of the LOU #1 in your teacher collective agreement) and also that every time we try to have local negotiations we are told "BCPSEA told us not to". It is like trying to negotiate with the people who are not really in charge. I hope there will be support from Trustees for increased local bargaining because I think we both have things to gain.ReplyDelete Silas WhiteFebruary 9, 2011 at 6:44 PM All the more reason for a BCTF-BCPSEA discussion on the split, as our working document (at least in SD#46) is unclear. Appendix 1 & 2 do not line up with other local/provincial designations in our document. However "Health and Safety Committee" is consistently designated local. The "BCPSEA told us not to" phenomenon is troubling, as we can probably both agree that it doesn't sound much like real local bargaining. Neither does "BCTF head office told us not to," but I will acknowledge that boards seem to fall back on that former excuse a bit too much. But with more local bargining, you'd just hear it FAR MORE, and BCPSEA would be busier than ever. The biggest reason for "BCPSEA told us not to" is that districts don't have enough resources to handle the current assignment of support staff and limited teacher bargaining. Many of us lean heavily on BCPSEA's advice to the point where I'm sure it almost seems as though BCPSEA is directing local bargaining, which should not be happening. But boards have made it clear to BCPSEA that we can't all handle more local bargaining, and in fact the more that can be dealt with at the provincial table, the better. That said, boards would undoubtedly be willing to listen to arguments that some matters would best be handled split up 60 different ways because of varying unique circumstances across the province; as you've pointed out before, this is really what board governance of education in BC is all about. A discussion about how and why some matters could reasonably be sent to local tables could conceivably be a way to "increase local bargaining" as you're hoping for. Hopefully such a discussion will be the next step.ReplyDelete AnonymousMarch 10, 2011 at 5:33 PM Wow. I stumbled across this blog while doing research and the conversation reflects the reason I left BC politics/schools. Teachers want more money and do less, and use the "it's for the children" bleeding heart card. Well, teachers are over paid and unreliable. Our daughter is in Vancouver and we have a 2 week spring break. THis is only two months after x-mass break, and only 3 months before summer holidays. We've had to find day care for so called PD days, that oddly coincide with long weekends. I'd like to see teachers get a grip on reality and stop and get real work where they are expected to show up 5 days a week and only get a few weeks of holidays a year, not 12 - 14 , and to do it without a pension. Teachers have become a leach on th epublic purse, are no longer professional (given up when unionized), and is out of touch with the people who PAY their salaries.ReplyDelete AnonymousMarch 25, 2011 at 5:33 AM There will come a time (and I hope it's a long way off) where few will step forward to become teachers, and even less to become students.ReplyDelete AnonymousMay 14, 2011 at 8:35 AM Hey here's a novel approach, why not bargain in good faith and quit breaking United Nations and BC Laws? The BC Supreme Court just raked BCPSEA and the govt over the coals for all you've done to my profession. Hers a novel idea, why not bargain in good faith without a ministry dictated agenda? Us teachers all read the recent Supreme Court decision, and guess what people? There wont be another legislated agreement (oxymoron) again in this province. Oh and by the way, for the person who thinks this is a cushy do nothing job, when was the last time you taught 32 kids in a room, one of them legally blind, three identified as ADHD, one also ESL all by yourself? You think doing that and everything else my colleagues and I do is easy? Go get your 5.5 years university education, and you get on in there buddy, and relish your starting take home pay of about 2500 a month.... WOOT WOOT. I dare ya. Its easy to sit on the sidelines and bash teacher isn't it? WHy not, the government does it? How much time have you spent volunteering and helping in your children's schools over the past 5 years? Something everyone needs to consider here, from Wisconsin through to BC, is 70 percent of us whom teach your kids are getting ready to retire in the next 7 years. Hows teacher training and enrollment doing at the BC universities? got lots of potential replacements there now? You better. Do you even care about quality education and our future as a society? Get real, who would go into teaching when you cant even afford to live in Vancouver or the Valley on what a teacher makes. Get real people. Ps...... I can see the 18th green from my living room window, and you shall reap what you sow, so good luck with all this. Im one of the lucky ones getting out of the profession in the next three years. Ill be greeting you at Walmart and playing golf soon. I cant wait to be done with all this garbage. Thanks for ruining the whole concept of being a teacher for many of us, you gutted my passion, made it just a job, and when I complained to my MLA, he told me to find another job. So I did, I quit doing extra curricular ( stuff we do for free) and started my own company and took my skills elsewhere after 3:15 pm. Now you the public, have to pay for what I can offer, outside of the school I work in. Thanks for the advice Mr. MLA, now I can sit on the other side of the fence and just laugh at all the hypocrisy, lying, and cheating being modeled openly for all in society to learn from. Well done. Cheers : )ReplyDelete AnonymousSeptember 22, 2011 at 12:23 AM I am very curious about the costs & salaries at BCPSEA. I can't find anything online about what people--from the "CEO" down to the rank & file at BCPSEA are paid. All I could find when I searched salaries & BCPSEA were teachers' salaries. How much are BC taxpayers paying out annually to this organization? I'd really like to know. A supporter of public education & democracy.ReplyDelete AnonymousNovember 23, 2011 at 9:38 AM I too am very curious as to the compensation packages of all employees at BCPSEA and very curious as to why I can't find this information. They are 'ranked' as one of BC's 'best' employers so it goes without saying that the public should know why. The only firm piece of data I can find is that they cover 100% of employee benefits. Perhaps passing on what makes them 'best' to all those they bargain with would be a good place to start on the road to great.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ▼  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ▼  January (13) What can the revolution in Egypt teach us about 21... BCPSEA - the wrong people to bargain with teachers... BCPSEA discusses bargaining, media and the wired w... Is this the first crack in the BC government's wag... Teacher bargaining in the news What will "personalized" learning look like? A cyn... Has Margaret MacDiarmid forgotten about report car... One Grade Four Teachers Feelings on the FSA Victoria schools pressure parents not to withdraw?... Educators twitter on what learning in the 21st cen... FSAs, Merit Pay, Awards - Why rankings have no pla... Friedman or Finland?: Why we shouldn't rank school... A New Year, A New Attack on Teachers? ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
(20141006,www.iwasthinking.ca,http://www.iwasthinking.ca/,I was thinking… | These stories are the footprints on the path of my life. I was thinking… These stories are the footprints on the path of my life. Skip to content Home Kids and School Attachment Parenting Parent Engagement Gifted Learners Technology Education in BC Live, Love and Learn Hard Won Wisdom ← Older posts Far From Normal… Posted on October 5, 2014 by heidi It’s been an “interesting” year so far. Yeah, in quotes because it’s been “interesting” in hard ways – not cool, fun, wonderful ways. Work challenges. Personal issues. Kids needing lots of supports. Trying to just make it month to month, feeding kids and paying rent. All three kids coming to live with me full time. Health issues. Too much going on and no breaks! I’m not saying it’s been bad – I can see that the struggle is worthwhile and I’m working through issues and dysfunctional patterns. I’m getting better and growing. So I appreciate that. But it hasn’t been easy either. And the line between “struggling” and “overwhelmed” has been a fine one – sometimes I tip one way or the other at the slightest provocation. Sometimes I’m both all in one day. Or from one moment to the next. And once in a while, something happens that provides a wake up call for me – a jolt of recognition smacks me upside the head, and I’m shocked. This summer, Facebook provided a few of those. And dinner at a friend’s house gave me another. Facebook was a gradual thing. I’ve seen the studies that say things like Facebook and Instagram contribute to or aggravate feelings of depression and anxiety. And I can see how that happens now. I watched my friends posting pictures from vacations and adventures, and found myself realizing that I couldn’t even consider doing any of these things. Even really “normal” things like heading to the beach, having a picnic with friends or kids going on play-dates seemed out of reach this summer. Why? Just being stretched too far – financially, emotionally, mentally, physically. When you have to think about how much gas in in your vehicle and being able to get to the appointments or activities that are mandatory – knowing there’s no money to fill the tank until some later date – then the “extra” trips to drop kids off or meet friends at the park just aren’t an option. When your energy is consumed by working, looking for work, worrying about bills and money, trying to stretch the food budget to feed your kids with the creativity needed so they’ll like the food you have, etc… Well, then there’s not much left over at the end of the day. Somehow, amidst the everyday pressures and focusing on just getting through one day at a time, I lost sight of the longer term, the bigger picture. Life is about more than just “getting through.” Being reminded of what “normal” life looks like was a shock. Being in constant crisis sucks… Dinner at my friends’ house was similar. As I sat and watched them work together, one sitting while the other put their littlest one to bed. Or the way they shared the kitchen, working together to prepare and cook the food we enjoyed. I found myself wondering “What is it like, having someone to share the work with? To know you don’t have to do it all alone?” I had forgotten. What keeps going through my head is how far my life has strayed from being “normal”… I’ve been learning to let go of trying to “fit in” or be “normal.” It’s still lonely sometimes, to feel different all the time. To always have to explain myself. Or feel like I should. And there’s still a part of me that wishes it wasn’t so hard. But that’s not the kind of “normal” I’m thinking about. There are things that most people take for granted. Or have come to expect. As much as I had forgotten and suddenly realized I’d become unaware of how my expectation had changed to match my situation, the same thing happens in the opposite direction – people just assume that everyone can do and expect many of the same things they can. Even worse, beyond assumptions, there are judgements made all the time about people who are somehow different. We say we want to end stigmas around mental illness or poverty. We organize events and special awareness days to end bullying. But it’s the day to day that wears you down – and a special ribbon on your social media avatar doesn’t even begin to deliver a true awareness of what it’s like to be different. It takes enormous courage, energy and determination to not be normal, day after day, year after year… All of us struggle at times. But I think it’s how close you are to that line between struggle and overwhelm (or how far over it you’ve moved) that determines your mental health. When you spend more time overwhelmed and dysfunctional than you do struggling and moving forward/growing – then it’s something to pay attention to and address. But there’s a whole “grey zone” that we need to see differently – the space where you’re not so far along that you’re ready to commit suicide (or already have), but you’re far enough that you need help. I notice that after any highly publicized suicide, everyone cries out how people need to reach out and ask for help sooner. Or that they would have done things differently, if only they’d known! The thing is, the signs are all there. But mental illness, overwhelm and struggle can all look a lot like annoying behaviours. You know – that person who always cancels at the last minute. The one who becomes unreliable. Never returns your phone calls. Or emails. Or text messages. The person who reacts and gets all snappy or rude for unknown reasons. She always needs reassurance. He always jumps down your throat for the smallest things. Whatever it is, you notice that behaviours don’t make sense – you find yourself going “what the heck??” and gradually (or abruptly) you start avoiding them. We make assumptions and judgements about these people. I know I used to. They’re rude. She doesn’t like me. He doesn’t want to be my friend. He’s a jerk. She’s a b*tch. He’s so arrogant. She’s so conceited. You find yourself annoyed. Or maybe drained – like there’s nothing you can do right, according to that person. The end result is further alienation. And immense, crippling shame. Withdrawal. All the stuff that make things worse, not better! Too easily, it becomes a downward spiral. Or a cesspool that you just go round and round and round – and hope drains away as you lose the energy to keep trying. The many shades of mental illness produce annoying, alienating and exhausting behaviours. The question is – do you see these behaviours as calls for help? Or as signs of weakness, flaws of personality, or attacks? The stigma of mental illness (and even just plain old struggle) won’t go away easily, because it’s the day to day that needs to change the most. The support that we all need most in order to change, grow and move forward is closely linked to being accepted and valued as human beings, often in spite of our behaviours. Not to be “fixed” but to have someone believe in us and our ability to figure things out, in our own way, in our own time. To have someone call and check in on us, even if we don’t reply. To ask questions without telling us the answers. To just be there, without judgement. To offer hope when we’re not sure there is any.   If you’re feeling overwhelmed and like you have no hope, please reach out to someone. Ask for help. Talk with a doctor. Talk with a friend. Call a helpline. In Canada: http://crisiscentre.bc.ca/get-help/ In the USA: http://www.suicidepreventionlifeline.org/ Know the warning signs: http://www.afsp.org/preventing-suicide/risk-factors-and-warning-signs Posted in Anxiety, Gifted Learners, Live, Love and Learn | Tagged mental health, mental illness, normal, overwhelmed, stigma, struggle | Leave a comment There Are No “Throw Away” Children Posted on September 14, 2014 by heidi Making change in the education system seems to be a difficult thing to accomplish! I get that. And I also get that it can be incredibly frustrating when it doesn’t seem to be happening. So often, I hear things like “What’s the matter with teachers – they have to change…” Well, anyone who works in the system or works with human/systems change knows that there are many barriers. I’ve been pondering change in education quite a lot – for many years. I’ve been a parent of three wonderful (and non-neurotypical) kids in the public system for twelve years now. I was DPAC president for almost six years. I’ve been on Ministry and District advisory committees. And I’ve worked with Districts as an ed-tech consultant for many years as well. Something isn’t sitting well with me – it gets me quite upset, actually! From my IT project management experience, there are two ways to make large, transformational change: Start Fresh: This is when you plan, design and implement a new system, but there is nothing of value to save from the old system, nothing to transition over. No archival data. No users. The old system is a “throw away.” Transition From Old to New: This is when the data is too important (or too expensive to recreate) and you need to migrate in a conscious, planned method from the old system to the new one.   Here’s the thing, when we’re talking about changing the education system and schools, we’re not talking about critical data – we’re talking about children’s lives! The stakes are incredibly high and we need to be constantly, painfully aware of what happens to kids if we aren’t thoughtful and incredibly careful! Not a single child, in my opinion, is a “throw away” or not worth planning for! And that needs to shape our approach to educational change – this is a project with NO acceptable losses. I don’t think that the BC Liberal government is keeping this central enough in their planning and actions right now. I used to work for the BC Government, in the IT department of the Ministry of Attorney General. I worked there under the NDP, and during the transition to the BC Liberals. And I have to say, the Liberals made many positive changes – they definitely knew how to run the business aspects of government better than I saw under the NDP. And, in the beginning, they put pressure on Ministries to save money – with great success! There were so many things we saw, at the ground level, that weren’t being done efficiently and savings could be had. But let’s be honest, we’re way past that now in the BC education system. The “low hanging fruit” of easy savings and simple changes were “picked” long ago. The changes left are complex and cost money to successfully implement. I feel strongly that the BC Liberal government is underfunding our education system, with a devastating impact on kids, families and communities. Districts are told to “figure it out” and (how many times have I heard??) “the money is the money” – so Districts are supposed to identify savings that will fund changes. However, I realize that feeling of mine is because I have a base assumption that none of our children should pay the price for systemic change! Looping back up to the two types of change I identified above, only the first kind (throw away the old system and start fresh) would allow this approach to funding to work – and it would. But only if we are willing to accept that the kids who are currently going through the system will have to fail or lose services they would have otherwise received (and still need.) Only if we accept that some kids just won’t make it can we also accept funding levels from government that require Districts to make change “off the side of their desks.” For example, if we believe that every child deserves the equivalent of an IEP (individualized education plan), not just kids labelled by psycho-educational (or other) testing as having an identified learning disability or challenge, then how do we make that change? The first way is we stop funding school psychologists, stop identifying kids, therefore stop providing services and programs to meet the specific needs of those labelled groupings, and instead redirect that money/resources into training classroom teachers how to teach in more differentiated ways, in order to better meet the needs of diverse learners on a daily basis. But think about it – there’s a gap. In this scenario, we have to stop funding the old system, in order to “ramp up” the new system. How much time would it take to form committees, hire or second a project team, plan what “personalize” means, what it would need to include, seek out relevant research, focus and prioritize, design school wide and District wide strategies, design assessments, communicate changes, provide training, research resources, pilot at some locations, and ultimately implement changes? I’d say years – more than one or two. In a District the size of my children’s (30k+ students and something like 60 schools), I’d say more like 4 – 6 years to full implementation. In the meantime, kids don’t just wait. They grow up, they move through the system that is failing them, and damage is done. Life changing, devastating, and long reaching damage. Let’s be honest – lives are lost, either figuratively or literally. This is simply unacceptable! (Not to mention that all students getting their needs met within even a perfectly differentiated classroom is impossible – but that’s another post.) So, what is the alternative? We take the second approach – plan and fund change so that our “critical data” (aka our precious children) successfully transitions from the old system to the new. Change has to be planned. And while I appreciate that the complex change projects needed in education can’t be “top down” – I also know that successful change has focus. Andy Hargreaves, in The Fourth Way, talks about the need for leadership of successful systems to set the overall “direction” and for the organization to “have a dream.” The details of how you get there can vary according to the needs of individual communities, socio-economic circumstances, even personalities. But where we’re headed has to be the same! That takes me back to my previous post: Understanding our Priorities and the triple constraints of education that I proposed: As I also said in that post, you can’t have all three. You can’t have cheap, relevant AND inclusive. Something drops. And since the budget isn’t increasing, we lose either relevance or inclusion. What I’ve seen again and again is that Districts focus projects on engaging students, making learning more relevant and interesting. And yet, we have kids who can’t read. Or there are significant increases in mental illness (particularly anxiety and depression). And Ross Greene hits a painful nail on the head in his book “Lost at School,” talking about executive function, lagging skills and behaviour challenges. Why is it then that, again and again, we invest energy into starting/running pro-d, projects and specialized programs (Mandarin Immersion, Reggio Inspired, hockey academy, elite athletes, etc…) that focus on relevant learning, not on inclusion? These actions certainly work to increase student engagement and make learning more interesting, but they often do little to serve the most vulnerable students. For one thing, there is this false (and dangerous) belief that if only we could sufficiently engage/interest/motivate students, then nothing would stand in the way of their learning. This simply isn’t true for all learners!  Some students need psycho-educational assessments, extra supports, specialized resources and intensive interventions in order to be able to participate in their learning. And these things all cost money! I think we (as communities) see this – we know it. We see that both relevant and inclusive programs cost money – they aren’t cheap and certainly aren’t free! We see (and are frustrated by) the fact that we just can’t meet the needs of all learners without additional resources – no matter how hard we try. We see the kids who struggle, don’t fit in, bully or get bullied, don’t attend school, aren’t allowed to attend full days at school, etc… But I also think that we seem to be suffering from some version of an organizational Stockholm Syndrome. Budgets have been reduced and cut and not enough for so long, that we don’t even ask for or suggest programs that would cost money anymore. We seek to “do what we can” – putting together proposals that are cost neutral compared to regular classrooms, so that we can maybe meet the needs of learners by doing things just a little differently. But we don’t ask for smaller class sizes for special situations, or for additional counsellors or specially trained teachers or for collaboration time or suspension of Provincial exams, etc… We seem to have accepted the government line that there is no more money, and adjust accordingly. Like children of poverty, we’ve stopped asking because we know the answer will always be no… The current labour dispute, that includes issues around class size and composition, resides deeply in this concern – the loss of truly inclusive education for ALL students. Unfortunately, more money isn’t the only part of a successful solution! Simply moving to smaller class sizes or hiring more specialist teachers won’t suddenly make our school system truly inclusive – it won’t necessarily meet the needs of our most complex and vulnerable learners. That’s the part of the BCTF’s approach that worries me the most – it lacks strategy and, I fear, threatens to entrench our system further into dysfunctional paradigms. More of what we used to have isn’t necessarily what we need now. We need to see both an investment in education AND we need thoughtful, focused strategies for using that money to meet the needs of all students! How would we do that? We need a clear focus and commitment (or we need to demand this) from government on a transition that doesn’t “throw away” kids who need more help in the meantime. We need leadership in setting our “direction” as inclusive (first and foremost) AND personalized/relevant – and the planning/funding to match. We need clarity of and a drastically narrowed focus. For example, the fact is that if a student can’t read and communicate at grade level, it matters very little whether the topic is interesting or whether they are engaged and motivated. There are very real barriers that need to be removed or mitigated (preferably in an early and proactive way) – whether those barriers are intellectual, physical, emotional or behavioural. Take that ONE core focus and get good at it. The use of educational technology, self regulation, Genius Hour, inquiry learning, critical thinking, social-emotional learning and all sorts of other strategies or approaches can be part of the delivery of that core focus – they just aren’t THE focus. We need meaningful dialogue as communities (not JUST teachers and government, or teachers and District leadership – but including consultation and collaboration with parents, special needs groups, researchers, teachers, principals, CUPE, students, etc…) We truly need to work together and “be the villages” who raise our children together, which requires understanding and communication. Kids and communities benefit when we work together. Period. And we need data. Yes, I said data. Not as a way of holding teachers “accountable” (which I read as policing and wanting to punish those who don’t meet the “standard”) – but as a part of effective feedback loops and continuous improvement. As a system, we need to put into practice the ideas we embrace around student assessment – formative, assessment as, for and of learning/change. I know our system needs more money and resources – that’s easy. That’s why I find it easy to advocate for more funding from government for our education system. And if the BCTF were suggesting ways to address class size and composition issues, within a framework for governance that includes clarity of purpose and focus, required data collection, measurable improvements towards inclusion and relevance, and collaborative decision making, I could get behind that much more fully too! Really, this moves beyond this specific labour dispute. This needs to be something we discuss and explore as communities – whether as classrooms, schools, Districts or even Provincially. We have an incredible responsibility to “catch” all of our children. None of them deserve to be thrown away. No amount of “loss” is acceptable – so need to strive to do better! So let’s get it together and do this! Posted in Education in BC | Tagged Andy Hargreaves, BC Liberals, BCTF. barriers, change, The Fourth Way, underfunding | 3 Comments Understanding Our Priorities Posted on September 8, 2014 by heidi Like all parents and educators and citizens of BC, I’ve been thinking a lot about the current labour dispute between the BCTF and the government. My kids, along with about a half million others, are home today – not in school. Watching the news and the back and forth, I’ve noticed how often polls are going up about “whose side are you on?” or “who do you support?” The overall approach is, most often, who should win? And that bothers me. Not that I want everyone to get along – sometimes agreeing on certain issues just isn’t possible. It bothers me because there is no “win” in this situation if anyone else “loses.” As long as we dwell in this adversarial paradigm, our students and children are the ones who are hurt. Just as I was thinking this, I came across Kristi Blakeway’s post “I Am Not On A Side: We Are In This Together” – and I found myself reading and nodding my head: We are humans first and for that reason alone, ‘sides’ should not exist. We are in this together. May we take care of one another and keep sight of better days to come when the joy of learning will return. Win-win situations happen within relationships, when both sides involved are looking for the best for everyone. And to look for solutions that everyone benefits from, you have to understand and respect what everyone needs/wants! We can go on trying to make people choose sides – which is a very ego-driven strategy (needing to be right, needing to be chosen). Or we can acknowledge that there are multiple valid viewpoints that need to be prioritized or balanced. My next thought, though, was “How do we resolve this, if it’s not about sides?” I started thinking about my training and work world. As a project manager, something core to everything we do is the “triple constraint.” There is always a balancing of these three factors – time/schedule (how quickly do we have to get this done), scope (what do we need to get done in order to be successful) and cost (how much will it cost). One oft quoted statement about these constraints says “you can have it cheap, fast, or good – choose any two!” Which is so true! If you want something fast and done well, then it will be expensive (because you have to hire lots of people). Conversely, if you want it cheap and good, it will be slow. Etc… What this also speaks to is the need to prioritize – you usually can’t have it all, but you have to consider them all. As a project manager, one of the things you have to do in order to be successful, is to understand what is most important, what is non-negotiable, or how (in general) decisions should balance needs/wants. It’s important to know where there is flexibility and where there isn’t. Or, when an unexpected change arises, how will we adjust? - Can the schedule be flexible or do we have a fixed completion date? (eg a law/regulation is changing on a specific date) - Does the budget have some contingency built in? - Can we adjust the scope/deliverables to do less (eg use phases of work over a longer time period) and still complete on time and on budget? So, tying this back to education in BC: What are our priorities for schools? Cost is obviously one factor. There is not now, nor will there ever be, an unlimited budget to do everything we want to or could do with/for kids. At the same time, cost is not the ONLY factor – we can’t decide how much money education can have with no consideration of what is needed to educate children from Kindergarten to graduation. It does children great harm to see education as an expense that needs to be minimized, when it actually needs to be approached as an investment in the future (both theirs and our whole society’s!) When it comes to scope, I believe the bottom line is that we need an inclusive education system and that every child has an equal opportunity to learn. This comes down to a human right. It’s not “charity” to try to include students with special needs in the classroom. It is no more acceptable to segregate (or exclude) children with special needs than it is to segregate children based on their race or gender (or any other characteristic). This right has been laid out in the UN Declaration of the Rights of the Child. Take note of: Articles 23 (children with disabilities), 28 (Right to education) and 29 (Goals of education). It has also been upheld by the precedent set by the Moore case, which sets the stage for other parents to take the BC Government to court for failing to provide needed services for their children to learn. I suspect the only reason that hasn’t happened yet is that individual families supporting children with disabilities are so wrapped up in caregiving and every day advocacy, the immense amount of time and resources needed to pursue a court case hasn’t been the necessary priority. Regardless, the Supreme Court clearly laid out that inclusive and accessible education is a RIGHT for all children! And, it’s perhaps important to note, “inclusive” doesn’t just mean “in the classroom with everyone else.” It means that every student has the tools, skills and supports available to them to successfully participate, to learn and grow to the best of their ability! Meaningful inclusion includes times when groups of students may receive intensive (and specifically targeted) assistance out of the classroom, too! Which leaves me with time – and that doesn’t seem as relevant in the context of education. What does need to be included, though, is the relevance of learning. Memorization and what my teenager calls the “bulimia” style of learning (remember it just long enough to regurgitate it onto a test, then it’s gone) could be considered “fast” education. As opposed to “slow” education, which is what I’d call true learning that is relevant and meaningful to kids. Movement toward inquiry or project based learning provides students the opportunities to bridge new concepts, ideas, tools and skills to their lives and passions. When we can make connections between what we’re learning and its relevance/use in the “real” world – then learning tends to “stick” more. More and more, what we’re realizing we don’t want for our kids is the K-12 equivalent of Father Sarducci’s Five Minute University. We want kids to be curious and interested and to wonder and ask questions. And there are systemic changes (schedules, class organization, curriculum redesign, etc…) that are needed to support those changes! That leaves me with a new triangle: So, what does all that mean? When we discuss proposals regarding educational change, projects, or even collective agreements, our discussion has to include how successfully we are moving towards accomplishing all three of these factors: relevant learning, inclusive education for all, and affordability. By using this triple constraint as our framework for discussion, we could more effectively question results or effects. We can never have just one of these, or we are failing the children and the future of this Province. If I look at what the BC Liberals call an affordable agreement between the BCTF and the government, does it allow Districts and schools to provide inclusive education for all? Right now, there are many Districts that are cutting essential services for students in order to balance their budgets – so without additional funds added to education, the answer to this question is inevitably no. And conversely, if I look at what the BCTF is asking for in terms of restoring language regarding class size and composition, specialist teachers or funds to support release time, professional development, etc… – the government says it will be unaffordable. I may not know all the details, but here’s what I see: Break down the issues to discuss them separately – and, very important, discuss them separately in the media and in updates. Different issues can and do have different priorities. Discussion of wages will be mostly about affordability, while anything about class size or composition has to consider all three aspects. Even then, class size (since it involves capital projects, available classrooms, need for portables, etc…) needs to be considered separately from specialist teachers (who may be working in existing spaces or inside classrooms). As parents, we have less understanding of the best “how” of these situations. By that, I mean that we don’t have the training or expertise to comment on whether early learning is a better investment than educational technology. Or we don’t necessarily know why learning support teachers change so often. Or when an educational assistant is a good option vs when a trained special education teacher needs to work with a complex learner. What parents need to do is ask questions and push all parties to keep the triple constraints of education (and the needs of our children) at the center of all discussions. When the government is talking only about affordability, some important questions are: - How successfully are student needs being met? How are students with identified special needs being thoughtfully included? Show me the data! How many students are reading at grade level at Grade 2? At Grade 3? Since research shows that students who aren’t reading at grade level at this point most often never will, this is a critical measure! How many students are reading at grade level at every other grade? How many students with identified special needs have meaningful IEP/learning goals? Are those IEP/learning goals being met? Are modifications/adaptations identified in the IEP being implemented in the classroom? If not, why? How many students with identified special needs are unable to attend their schools for full days? If not, why? - How many students are struggling, but receiving no assistance? How many students are waiting for psycho-educational assessments? How long are they waiting? How many students are NOT on any waiting list but are not meeting grade level expectations (in any area – reading, math, behaviour, attendance, etc…)? How many families feel their children are not learning to their potential, having difficulties, can’t go to school, etc… and are not receiving the support they need? What assistance, interventions, counselling or other services are needed (but unavailable)? - How many students are learning in relevant and lasting ways? What percentage of projects/homework requires remembering, understanding and applying (lower order thinking skills) vs creating, evaluating and analysing (higher order thinking skills)? What balance of formative vs summative assessment is being used? And so on… I’m sure there are more and better questions that others can think of, but that should give you an idea of what I’m talking about. If we don’t know this data, then how can we know whether our school system is successfully educating our students, regardless of whether it is affordable or not? This data (and these types of questions) seems an important first step to me. The next steps aren’t easy either – somehow, we have to work through what to DO about it, when the data tells us there are gaps. And, considering a limited budget, what to do that will have the GREATEST effect towards achieving our goals? After all, almost anything we do could have some effect on student learning, but how do we choose what to do first or how to measure its success – those are tricky questions too. Then, the conversation will get more complex and push teachers to evaluate their practices as well. That’s not always easy, since teachers are under so much pressure in the current situation. But maybe if the evaluation and data collection results in resources being applied to support change in classrooms, it won’t feel so threatening. That’s my hope. But I also know it’s critical to create a supportive and trusting culture that enables change! Not the easiest thing to do in the current climate in this Province… To begin, though, parents must be a part of changing the discourse and culture – by asking better questions. By forcing all parties to consider the needs of students at the center, but also the perspectives of the other parties – in order to work together towards our common goals. The best education (cost effective, relevant and inclusive) can only be achieved for students by working together and understanding/respecting each others’ needs – not by choosing one side over another. I don’t know what will happen with this labour dispute, but I do know that parents must speak up. And we need to do that in a way that makes everyone think. And remember the reason we’re here – to raise the next generation of children into healthy, curious, productive, joyful citizens. Our priorities are greater than “affordability.” And the solutions are greater than “more money.” Our kids are worth it! Posted in Education in BC | Tagged affordable, BC Liberals, BCTF, data, inclusive, labour dispute, parent voice, relevant | 3 Comments Teen-Enforced Honesty Posted on September 6, 2014 by heidi Me: I’m doing laundry today. Gonna help? Teen: Naw… Me: Yeah? Teen: Naw. Me: Seriously? Of course you can help. Teen: Then why did you ask? Me: To give you the illusion of choice? (shame-faced grin) Teen: (unimpressed look) My kids keep me honest. Most times, I know that’s a good thing! Note to self: don’t beat around the bush, say what I mean, directly and clearly. No need for games… Posted in Parenting | Tagged choice, honesty, illusion, teen | Leave a comment ← Older posts Can you help? If you find what you're reading here useful and you're able, any donation would be appreciated! Thanks so much! Follow me on Twitter: http://twitter.com/hhg Subscribe to RSS feeds All Topics Gifted Learners Enter your email address: Delivered by FeedBurner Recent Posts Far From Normal… There Are No “Throw Away” Children Understanding Our Priorities Teen-Enforced Honesty Stepping Out of my Shell Recent Comments Far From Normal… | I was thinking… on The Suicide Taboo patty holmes on There Are No “Throw Away” Children Teri on There Are No “Throw Away” Children Stuck | I was thinking… on Gifted? What does that mean? Jesse McLean on There Are No “Throw Away” Children Archives Select Month October 2014  (1) September 2014  (3) August 2014  (8) July 2014  (4) April 2014  (1) October 2013  (1) August 2013  (3) July 2013  (3) May 2013  (2) January 2013  (1) December 2012  (1) November 2012  (5) June 2012  (1) February 2012  (1) January 2012  (1) December 2010  (1) October 2010  (1) August 2010  (1) May 2010  (2) November 2009  (1) May 2009  (1) February 2009  (1) November 2008  (1) October 2008  (1) September 2008  (2) April 2008  (1) March 2008  (2) January 2008  (1) October 2007  (2) September 2007  (2) August 2007  (3) Search This Site Search for: Stuff I Talk About Andy Hargreaves anxiety BC Liberals Being Authentic change children Chris Flett Communication connection Dabrowski david warlick death education expectations fear Fearlessness gifted individualization judgemental leadership lonely love meme mental health misconceptions motherhood overwhelmed Parenting parent involvement parents passion quilt presence relationships Respect Robin Williams self doubt self esteem self judgement self worth suicide teachers Teaching technology trust unconditional love Follow this blog I was thinking… Proudly powered by WordPress.)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "Gr8 event honoring Taiwan ROC w many friends @douglasbing @marvinhunt4bc @KerryLynneFindl @mhlchiu26 @prairiechinois http://t.co/85TUCQsbrI" @John_Yap - 05:40pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/glenhansman/status/515510820642381824,Glen Hansman on Twitter: "Hi @Janfra2 - Lots to choose from at @BCPrimaryteach Fall Conference - Oct 24 http://t.co/Pkp6WtZuXe What would you recommend this #psaday?" টুইটার অনুসন্ধান অনুসন্ধান টুইটার খুঁজুন সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ ভাষা : বাংলা. हिन्दी Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন টুইটার-এ নতুন ? আজই যোগদান করুন » সাইন ইন করুন ফোন, ইমেল বা ব্যবহারকারীর নাম পাসওয়ার্ড সাইন ইন আমাকে মনে রাখুন পাসওয়ার্ড ভুলে গেছেন? ইতিমধ্যে আপনি কি টেক্সট বার্তার মাধ্যমে টুইটার ব্যবহার করছেন? অনুসরণ অনুসরণ করা কর্মসমূহ:অনুসরণ না করা অবরুদ্ধ অবরোধ মুক্ত মুলতুবি বাতিল Glen Hansman ‏ @glenhansman ২৬ সেপ্টেম্বর Hi @Janfra2 - Lots to choose from at @BCPrimaryteach Fall Conference - Oct 24 http://ow.ly/BXbfZ  What would you recommend this #psaday? প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট পুনঃটুইট ১ প্রিয়১ ৭:৩৮ পূর্বাহ্ণ - ২৬ সেপ্টেম্বর, ২০১৪ Janine Fraser ‏ @Janfra2 ২৬ সেপ্টেম্বর @glenhansman @BCPrimaryTeach I know Im going to have a hard time choosing who to see as they are all amazing! #bced #psaday2014 #bctf সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Glen Hansman ‏ @glenhansman ২৬ সেপ্টেম্বর . @Janfra2 Have you year Regie Routman speak before? She's the keynote at @BCPrimaryTeach http://ow.ly/BXbfZ  . #psaday #bced সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Janine Fraser ‏ @Janfra2 ২৬ সেপ্টেম্বর @glenhansman I read her recent book Literacy and Learning Lessons & was inspired. Guaranteed to be inspired at @BCPrimaryTeach #psaday #bced সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Glen Hansman ‏ @glenhansman ২৬ সেপ্টেম্বর . @Janfra2 Other sessions you're excited about at @BCPrimaryTeach conference? I've been reading about Sooke Nature K program. #psaday #bced সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Janine Fraser ‏ @Janfra2 ২৬ সেপ্টেম্বর @glenhansman @BCPrimaryTeach Self reg is such a relevant topic & Colleen Politano will share hands on,useful activities to try #bced #psaday সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Janine Fraser ‏ @Janfra2 ২৬ সেপ্টেম্বর @glenhansman @BCPrimaryTeach Sooke's program is amazing!Get outside and enhance cognitive,physical,social & emotional skills #psaday #bced সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Glen Hansman থেকে কোন আপডেট মিস্ করবেন না © 2014 টুইটার সম্বন্ধে সহায়তা বিজ্ঞপ্তি তথ্য বন্ধ মিডিয়াটিকে চিহ্নিত করুন এটি ইতিমধ্যে সংবেদনশীল কন্টেন্ট ধারণকারী হিসাবে চিহ্নিত হয়েছে। পতাকা তুলুন এটি সম্ভাব্যরূপে অবৈধ বিষয়বস্তুর ধারণকারী হিসেবে। সমর্পণ করা বাতিল মিডিয়াকে চিহ্নিত করা সম্পর্কে আরো জানুন খারিজ বন্ধ পূর্ববর্তী পরবর্তী বন্ধ একজন ব্যক্তির প্রোফাইলে যান সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ বন্ধ আপনার অনুসরণকারীদের এই পুনঃটুইটটি পাঠাবেন? বাতিল পুনঃটুইট বন্ধ আপনি কি নিশ্চিত যে এই টুইট মুছে দিতে চান? বাতিল মুছে ফেলুন বন্ধ রোধ করন বাতিল রোধ করন আপনার টুইটসমুহে একটি অবস্থান যুক্ত করুন যখন একটি অবস্থানের সঙ্গে আপনার টুইট করেন, টুইটার সেই অবস্থান সংরক্ষণ করে। প্রত্যেক টুইটের আগে আপনি আপনার অবস্থান চালু / বন্ধ করতে পারেন, এবং যে কোনও সময় আপনি আপনার অবস্থানের ইতিহাস মুছে ফেলতে পারেন। আরো জানুন অবস্থান চালু করুন এখন নয় স্থান বন্ধ করুন বন্ধ প্রোফাইল সারসংক্ষেপ বন্ধ আপনার তালিকাসমূহ বন্ধ একটি নতুন তালিকা তৈরি করুন নাম তালিকা বিবরণ 100 অক্ষরের কম, ঐচ্ছিক তালিকাসমূহ:গোপনীয়তা সাধারণ · যে কেউ এই তালিকা অনুসরণ করতে পারেন ব্যক্তিগত · শুধুমাত্র আপনিই এই তালিকায় প্রবেশ করতে পারবেন তালিকা সংরক্ষণ করুন বন্ধ বন্ধ এই টুইট স্থাপিত কর আপনার নীচের ওয়েবসাইটে কোডটি অনুলিপি দ্বারা এই টুইট যোগ করুন * আরও জানুন হুম, সার্ভারে পৌঁছনোর একটি সমস্যা ছিল। পরে আবার চেষ্টা করবেন? প্রকৃত টুইট অন্তর্ভুক্ত করুন অন্তর্ভুক্ত মিডিয়া প্রাকদর্শন বন্ধ টুইটারে নিবন্ধন করুন টুইটারে নেই? নিবন্ধন করুন, আপনির পছন্দের বিষয়গুলির সাথে যুক্ত হন, এবং তাদের বিষয়ে হালনাগাদ পান। একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন » বন্ধ দুটি উপায় (প্রেরণ এবং গ্রহণ) শর্ট কোড: দেশ কোড গ্রাহকদের জন্য মার্কিন যুক্তরাষ্ট্র 40404 (যে কোন) কানাডা 21212 (যে কোন) যুক্তরাজ্য 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM হাইতি 40404 Digicel, Voila আয়ারল্যান্ড 51210 Vodafone, O2 ভারত 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance ইন্দোনেশিয়া 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » অন্য দেশসমুহের এসএসএস সংক্ষিপ্ত কোড দেখুন বন্ধ নিশ্চিতকরণ)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=10038,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 3, Jan./Feb. 2003 In memoriam by Ken Novakowski Jim Killeen was a teacher, a principal, and a leader, and he was always a colleague. Jim died in October 2002 at the age of 68, leaving behind many loving family members and good friends. He also left a rich legacy of contributions to public education and to the lives of teachers in B.C., across Canada, and around the world. Killeen served as president of the BCTF (1969–71), the Canadian Teachers’ Federation (1973–74), and the World Confederation of Organizations of the Teaching Profession (1982–84). He received many honours, including the BCTF’s G.A. Fergusson Memorial Award (1986). I knew Jim Killeen through annual get-togethers of past presidents of the Federation that take place during the BCTF AGM. But not until I read the many letters of recommendation in support of Jim Killeen’s nomination for the G.A. Fergusson Memorial Award did I realize the breadth and extent of his contribution to teachers and public education. His contribution to the development of the B.C. Teachers’ Federation and the welfare of its members is significant. He was the first full-time president to serve two terms, and it was during his presidency and largely of his doing that the elected officers of the Federation established their role as the public spokespersons on behalf of teachers and the key decision-makers in the operation of the organization. Norm Ornes, a friend and fellow activist with Killeen, wrote, "During Jim’s presidency, the roles of those appointed to serve relative to those elected went through a gradual evolution that placed more effective power, authority, responsibility, and control in the hands of those elected." BCTF leaders like Jim Killeen led the struggle toward the positive state of teacher pensions today. Jim led the first province-wide strike of teachers on March 19, 1971, to focus public attention on the disgraceful plight of retired colleagues. Not only did the strike help bring about improved teacher pensions, but it was also a major contributing factor to the defeat of the government in the election held the following year. The most fitting tribute to Jim Killeen’s work in education is to use the words of those who knew him and his work well. These words were written in 1986: "But it was not just Canada’s turn at leadership of WCOTP that got Jim elected to the presidency; it was his own qualities, which have in turn enhanced Canada’s image in world teaching, especially in teacher aid to under-developed regions and in support of victims of oppression." Tom Hutchison, BCTF president 1968–69 "Few school staffs, if any, are as loyal to and supportive of their principals as are Jim’s colleagues—and that has been the case regardless of the school in which he has served. And few school principals have the affection and support of students to the degree Jim has." Ken Aitchison, BCTF president 1961–62 "All who have worked with Jim at any level admire the capable manner in which he discharged his increasing responsibilities in ever widening educational circles. They all testify to his inner sincerity, his unshakable courage, his transparent honesty, his refreshing common sense, and his never failing sense of humour." Eric Kelly, school administrator "I share with so many who have worked closely with Jim and we shall always recall those times when things were difficult and we were despondent. The odds were heavy against us. There was a quick one-liner—the Irish wit—and we would laugh and push ahead. Jim is a true leader. He builds confidence in others." Frances Worledge, executive colleague "Jim is a consummate politician and in the teaching game which is filled with political agendas, I can truthfully state that number one on his agenda has always been the well being of the public education system." Bill Davison, president of Vancouver Secondary Teachers’ Association, 1980–82 "Jim is a listener in the fullest learning sense of that word: one willing to hear, examine, reflect on what has been said, search beyond content for tone and nuance, and seek to understand what is really being communicated. Jim screens out phoniness and irrelevancies very quickly but is patient with those who are less swift than himself or hold views that differ from his own. He has a fine compassionate ear for those in need and a cynical, discerning one for the pompous, powerful, or pretentious." James Cairnie, BCTF president 1963–64 "No WCOTP president has kept himself so fully informed of the events and activities of the Confederation, or has made himself so readily available for consultation. At major WCOTP conferences in Europe, Asia, Africa, and North America, and on visits to member organizations from Washington to Fiji, Jim has fulfilled expectations of dynamic leadership. He has taken the message of WCOTP to the Director General of the International Labour Organization and the Secretary General of the United Nations, and spoken up for eight million teacher members at the General Conference of UNESCO." Norm Goble, WCOTP secretary general Ken Novakowski is the BCTF’s executive director. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=6928,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 7, May/June 2006 Schools, nutrition, and education by Kathryn Johnson Schools have changed. In the past few decades, we can list the changes that have occurred. Some are good changes, but others are not. Walk around any school and you will notice large numbers of overweight students. Stand in a lunchroom and you will be amazed at what students eat for lunch. At break time, stand beside a vending machine and watch how many students reach for pop, chips, candies, or chocolate bars to satisfy their hunger. Junk food consumption is on the rise. However, will getting rid of the vending machines solve the problem? Will taking the junk food out of the schools make students eat healthier foods, and live healthier lives? In November of 2005, the government of British Columbia issued two new documents that intend to improve the environment of British Columbia’s students. The School Food Sales and Policies Provincial Report identifies the foods and beverages sold at our schools and reviews the nutrition policies of the school boards. The Guidelines for Food and Beverage Sales in British Columbia Schools provides criteria and nutritional information regarding the implementation of healthier choices for students that use school vending machines, cafeterias, and school stores. Both reports provide nutritional information and are part of the government’s growing commitment to health and education. However, are they enough? By taking the junk food and the least nutritious foods out of our schools, we are helping our students to eat wiser but what happens when they leave the school and go home? Students have many different sources directing them to eat junk food. The media advertises junk food, students and families often lead fast-paced lives that require ready-to-eat foods, parents provide students with the resources to buy the food, and our cupboards at home often contain foods that are less nutritious. How does our removing these same foods from our schools help students to learn to make wise decisions or good food choices? To help our students make the right choices we as instructors have to add nutritional education to our curriculum. At present, a few areas across the curriculum deal with nutrition: CAPP or Planning 10, Science 9, and foods classes, but the curriculum is large and time is limited, and often a teacher has only a week or two to spend on this important subject. More time needs to be spent educating students properly. This is an important issue. Obesity in school-age students is on the rise, and so are the related health issues—Type II Diabetes, heart disease, etc. More needs to be done, and it can be accomplished with proper nutritional education. The government can ban the sale of junk food in schools but the government cannot stop all sales of junk food. Therefore, it is up to teachers across the province to educate students on how to make good food choices. When students acquire knowledge and the training to use this knowledge they will begin to make the right choices, which will lead to healthier students. Education is the key. By spending the time on educating the students to eat properly and by giving them the skills to make educated decisions we will help them to live healthier lives in and out of school. The resources are there for the classroom teacher and the students. There are web sites with lessons on nutrition and wellness instruction, the government has information, and copies of the Canada Food Guide are obtainable from local health units. Make the lessons fun and exciting with posters, pamphlets, video commercials, essays, and games that are easy to incorporate into teaching a unit on nutrition. Involve your students in a project to make the whole school aware of good nutrition. Have your class sell apples, make nutritious snacks in class, challenge your class to come up with new and nutritious snacks, and make them. Instead of taking student choices away, let’s educate them to make the right choices. When the sale of junk food drops, the vending machine companies will replace the items with what the consumer wants. Education is a strong and powerful tool. Giving the students the information they need to make good choices will last them their lifetime. The two government studies: School Food Sales and Policies Provincial Reports and Guidelines for Food and Beverage Sales in B.C. can be viewed at www.bced.gov.bc.ca/health/. Kathryn Johnson teaches at Merritt Secondary School, Merritt. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2011/11/teacher-activism-keeping-bcs-education.html?showComment=1320249623254,Staffroom Confidential: Teacher activism: Keeping BC's education system strong Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, November 1, 2011 Teacher activism: Keeping BC's education system strong Thanks to Patti Bacchus, whose tweet has inspired this blog post. Patti wrote: @garymasonglobe Could "acrimony" & push back from TF re gov't agenda be what's kept BC system strong while others have deteriorated ? #bced She was responding to a recent article in Globe & Mail by Gary Mason reviewing a new book by Tom Fleming on the history of BC schools. Tom's thesis is that there has been forty years of acrimony, starting with the politicization and unionization of teachers in the 1970's and 1980's. I haven't read the book, but I do know that BC teachers have been engaged in collective action for the betterment of our profession and BC's education system for a much longer time. In fact, I am looking forward to the hundred year anniversary of the Victoria teachers' strike in 1919, which was the first teachers strike in the Commonwealth. BC teachers were active throughout the first half of the twentieth century over a variety of issues. For example, equal pay for female teachers was a hot topic mid-century to address glaring pay differentials that existed. Mr. Fleming takes aim at everyone in the system - teachers, School Trustees and the Ministry of Education. But it's not particularly helpful to simply describe these players as being "at war" with one another, serving their own interests only, or stuck in a bureaucratic morass. There is a lot more to the dynamics than a difference in attitude or stagnation. The 70's and 80's were a high point for education systems worldwide for a reason. It was the culmination of western policies to enhance public education systems in response to the "Sputnik" threat of the Soviet Union. The US famously announced the need to keep ahead in scientific knowledge in order to win the cold war, and the rest of the western world followed suit. Governments poured funding into a massive expansion of both K-12 and post-secondary institutions. By the 1970's and 80's these systems were at their peak, having been the recipients of real investment from government. But beginning in the mid-80's the western world changed. Reagan and Thatcher took a wildly different economic perspective and began an era of massive government cutbacks. This reached Canada in the mid-90's with the federal Liberal program of restraint that took the form of sizable reductions to the "transfer" payments to the provinces to cover health care and education costs. Since this time, the BC education system has seen funding go from $9 billion per year to $5 billion per year (in constant dollars). Coincidentally, the 80's also saw an ideological attack on education away from scientific discovery and creative and innovative thinking, towards achievement measured by standardized testing. Over the last thirty years, BC introduced Grade 12 exams, then Foundation Skills Assessment exams and then Grade 10 and 11 exams. Every District now has an "Achievement Contract" based primarily on test results and the rankings of these tests are published by the Fraser Institute. It is a mistake to suggest that the entirety of the twentieth century should be characterized by the "factory" model of education. Yes, Fordism and the factory model were significant in the early part of the century. But I went to school in the 1980's and called my teachers by their first names, sat at round tables, didn't get grades, went on many experiential learning trips and wrote not a single standardized test. This was no factory model. On the teacher front, the 70's and 80's saw a blooming of professional expression and creativity by teachers. How did this manifest? In many ways through the teacher activists in the BCTF. As a union focused not just on the economic welfare of its members, but also on the pillars of social justice and professional development, the BCTF and the many local teacher associations were instrumental in advocating for progressive changes in the education system. Many were won during that period and have played a significant role in the excellent system we have today. Many have been severely under attack for the last twenty years in the midst of a complete lack of commitment to full funding - notably class size. Victoria teachers went on strike for smaller classes in the early 90's. We were successful and Victoria students reaped the benefit of those struggles for a decade until they were legislated away with the stroke of a pen by the BC Liberals. Is the system "at war". Probably yes. But a closer look at why and what for reveals more truths than lamenting that we all can't get along. There has been a systematic attack on public education for two decades. Teachers have been resisting. Our resistance has kept the system strong. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 8:36 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 1 comment: Nora HavelaarNovember 2, 2011 at 9:00 AM Thomas Fleming had a piece in The Tyee today and I must say that his suggestions that the BCTF's complaints of inadequate funding are simply "political posturing" and that it is "anti-visionary and unimaginative in outlook" are offensive. It is depressing to read a professor in education history placing so much importance on FSA's while refusing to acknowledge the huge constraints placed upon the system by inadequate levels of funding. Thanks for your post.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ▼  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ▼  November (8) LRB dismisses BCPSEA application 19th century labour relations for 21st century edu... Change sweeps across many BC school Boards Victoria Trustee candidates - My voting card Is Bill 33 discriminatory? Pearson-alized learning: Guest commentary on #bced... Smartphones or saxophones? bcedplan gets it wrong Teacher activism: Keeping BC's education system st... ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8102,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 7, May/June 2005 Drawing is the first language by Bob Steele "We try to write a story every day. Sometimes we start with the drawing, and the story evolves to match it. Other times, the story comes first, and the drawing complements the words." – primary teacher, Likely "My seven-year-old daughter came home from school complaining of a stomachache. After a wee cuddle, she said, ‘I think I need to do some art. Do you ever feel sick, Mom, when you haven’t done any art for a long time?’ She proceeded to her room, created a drawing or two, and regained her sense of self and good health." – parent, Cranbrook Each child carries within a potential language of graphic imagery. Recognizing it and giving it its due is the most urgent reform needed in the home/school curriculum today. For children, drawing is not only an art medium; it is a language medium. In the long run, verbal literacy is recognized as the most important language children require to become educated, but drawing is the language nature has given them to ensure mental development in the meantime. Spontaneous language use is essential for mental development, but in the early years, when language is especially critical, words cannot be used spontaneously except for oral communication. The reason is perfectly understandable: drawing is uncoded and literacy is coded. Parents and teachers don’t need to teach drawing; they need only motivate it. Literacy, on the other hand, must be taught throughout the years of schooling. And yet studying children’s drawings has convinced me that children have much to say of greater complexity, subtlety, and metaphoric power than you would think from their oral expressions. Writing is still in the future. When drawing is a daily experience (the daily draw) this critically important potential is fully realized. The Drawing Network advocates three languages of decisive usefulness in the home/ school curriculum. Words are clearly fundamental and if only one language were possible, it would have to be literacy. We conceptualize a second language as a drawing on the page with no visible words, although words always play a role as interior monologue and dialogue with parent or teacher. A third language is words and drawings combined on the page and then uncoded drawing is brought into tandem with coded literacy, a double articulation to enrich expression and communication. A more vital contribution is made to mental development, and literacy, too, gains. Why then do we choose drawing for special attention? There are three reasons. The first is its lack of code. The second is the economy of learning—a child can produce 10 line drawings in the time required for one painting. The third is the degree of specificity drawing permits. The strength of music, dance, and poetry is in the level of abstractness they offer. Drawing retains a level of abstractness but is immediate, specific, and concrete. When a child makes a drawing of "mother" an existing person is the subject. Creating aesthetic energy by responding to everyday experiences is the Zen of drawing. But we can say that a word too is specific, concrete, and abstract. It is this relationship that helps make drawing the ideal companion of literacy, the one coded, the other, uncoded. But is drawing really a language, truly and literally? The answer is yes. Every drawing I have studied fulfills the following definition: "a symbol system, through which perceptions, thoughts, and feelings are articulated, expressed, and communicated." Moreover, the parallel with literacy becomes even more convincing when you find the equivalents of vocabulary and syntax. In drawing graphic units called schemata (vocabulary) are used to create meaning through empathic form (syntax). This has led us to characterize drawing as the advance guard of literacy and the most useful medium for young children who unselfconsciously feel an inner urge to tackle complex and deeply felt subject matters. And where drawing leads, literacy soon follows! Most primary teachers use drawing in their teaching, but we should be especially concerned about children in the two years prior to Kindergarten. For most, it means two critically important years without drawing. And moving beyond primary, how many intermediate and middle-school children get to draw in the context of the school curriculum? Drawing in those later years still has the power to contribute to mental development and literacy. The Drawing Network strategy has three requirements: 1) a 15- or 20-minute opportunity daily for spontaneous drawing—think of scheduled piano practice, 2) drawing throughout the home/school curriculum in social studies, science, language arts, and visual arts when drawing contributes to learning, 3) a supervising parent, teacher, or older sibling present to motivate themes and respond to finished products. It is those conversations that enhance literacy. You have noticed that when children draw they show the concentration and identification with subject matter we refer to as empathy. The finished drawing reveals this as aesthetic energy, by which I mean formal relationships, and structural coherence. Sometimes this reaches the near-perfection of "work of art." Aesthetic energy is not unknown when children use words but it is much rarer, again, because of the codes of literacy. Aesthetic energy and work of art are the product of the perfect integration of content, form, and technique (or performance). They tell us that intellectual development, mental health and learning have been enhanced. We want children to grow up experiencing empathy for other people, other races, other cultures. We want children to grow up with empathy for natural phenomena, the entire spectrum of living things and the environments they depend on. We want children to acquire literacy with as much ease as possible and, indeed, with as much fun and pleasure. If we want these things, as parents, we will launch a "daily draw," and as teachers use drawing-as-language throughout the curriculum. The daily draw offers another advantage. I used the example of piano practice, but parents quite properly tend to insist on routine and regularity and leave the rest to the piano teacher and the willing or unwilling student. Parents and teachers have a different role in the daily draw. Without the supervision and daily involvement of a caring adult, spontaneous drawing simply withers on the vine. Psychologists tell us that bonding is the key to mental health. I can think of no better way of bringing about bonding than the daily-draw routine. Children draw important themes more easily than they talk about them. Once the drawing is finished, conversations follow that bring child and caring adult together in an ambience of trust and affection. Bonding is a natural outcome. The Drawing Network is now 15 years old. We stopped publishing newsletters in favour of writing and distributing pamphlets. There is no charge, but we appreciate a small donation for printing and mailing. If you are interested, please contact us and specify your area(s) of interest. Cheques should be made payable to University of British Columbia. Bob Steele is an associate professor (Emeritus), UBC, and author of Draw Me A Story, 1998, Portage & Main Press, Winnipeg. drawnet@interchange.ubc.ca. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=20184,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 3, November/December 2009  Overcrowded in Ladysmith By Karen Fediuk This personal opinion article was created to highlight the current poor school facility, with no intervention in sight, at Ecole Davis Road School in Ladysmith. Reproduction of the original article and editorial cartoon that cast light on the situation was not granted by Black Press. The original article, available online, is titled “Davis Road School is bursting,” and was published on October 12, 2009. Serving as a successful example of the desire of parents to bridge the two solitudes of Canada, Ecole Davis Road in Ladysmith has an ever-growing student population but parents are bewildered by the politics that has left our facilities ignored. In 2003, Davis Road School was struggling with enrolment. As the older and smaller school at the south end of town, many parents seemed keen to send their young children elsewhere. Two parents spearheaded a petition to get School District 68 to bring French immersion to Ladysmith, which was later introduced in fall 2004. Until 2010, the school will continue to add at least one new division until French immersion is offered through to Grade 7. Over the last six years, enrolment at Ecole Davis Road has tripled. Parents send their students from outside the catchment area because of the school programs and great administration and teachers. Within the last year, enrolment has increased by 25 students bringing the current population to 212 students: 89 English and 123 French immersion. According to grandparents and parents, the facilities at Ecole Davis Road have remained frozen in time, unlike other area schools. Operating at 227% capacity, the facilities are crowded, inadequate, and seismically unsafe. We are truly bursting apart at the seams. Parents are becoming increasingly frustrated by the lack of response to our need for a new school. So far the only concrete response has been more portables. In spite of long-term use and request for wet portables, we have six dry portables (no washrooms, no sinks). A sagging roof in one portable has been ‘fixed’ with the addition of the ‘infamous dancing pole’ in the centre. We know there will be another portable arriving next year, although we all wonder what part of the playground will be lost next. Already, 88 children have no ready access to running water in the portables where they learn and eat. Until, coincidentally, three weeks ago, when an article appeared in the Ladysmith Chronicle newspaper about the lack of access to hand-washing facilities at Ecole Davis Road, School District 68 would not purchase hand sanitizers. Since then we’ve learned that School District 68 is very concerned about children in dry portables and is purchasing hand sanitizers at least until all children are inoculated against the swine flu. This short-term only purchase comes in spite of a recommendation by Health Canada and medical health officers that all children should have non-compromised continuous access to handwashing facilities to reduce transmission of other bacteria and viruses. As the school grows, it is increasingly difficult to support activities. By next year, our undersized gym (capacity 249) will not allow a whole school assembly. The gym is already too small to support full intermediate classes from participating in gym activities and league games. No change-room prevents children from changing into gym strip or washing after exercise. For our 2008 Christmas function, we relied on the kindness of our secondary school to allow Ecole Davis Road to use their drama room. While hot lunches remain popular with students and parents (and are an important fundraiser), PAC has to order in food for hot lunches or cook hot dogs in plug-in slow cookers as there are no kitchen facilities available for use. The school fruit and vegetable program fridge and products have to be stored in the Kindergarten classrooms. So why is nothing concrete on the horizon? After the last school board election, the new board voted down the Facilities Plan that would have seen $68 million injected into SD 68 and a new school building for Ecole Davis Road. The school board has only ranked Ecole Davis Road as number three on their preferred priority list for seismic upgrades behind South Wellington (student population 69) and Cilaire (student population 204). These two schools in Nanaimo have a lower audit score (48% South Wellington and 40% Cilaire) than Ecole Davis Road (60%). In Nanaimo-area schools, however, there remains underutilized space, whereas in Ladysmith, schools are operating at over 110% of their capacity. According to a letter from the Ministry of Education (August 2008), Ecole Davis Road is a high priority due to space needs but because of ranking and limited capital funding, it has not been chosen for renovation or renewal. In my opinion, until the underutilized space in Nanaimo is dealt with or Ecole Davis Road moves up the preferred priority list, or until a separate facilities renewal plan for Ladysmith schools is finally submitted (because it’s geographically quite far from Nanaimo-area schools), a new school building will remain just an idea. It’s past time that Ecole Davis Road was replaced. Are any decision-makers listening? Karen Fediuk is Parent Advisory Council chair, Ecole Davis Road, Ladysmith. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11916,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2000 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 13, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 2000 Teachers seek constructive solution to looming shortage by Nancy Knickerbocker There’s no doubt that change causes stress, but resisting change causes even greater stress. “It’s like the cartoon character Dilbert says, ‘Change is good. You go first!’” Dennis VanRoekel had teachers chuckling as he began his keynote address to a conference of the Canadian Teachers’ Federation, but it was all leading up to a serious question: “What are we willing to change to deal with the demographic challenges facing our profession?” VanRoekel, a former high school math teacher, is now the secretary-treasurer of the National Education Association, the largest union in the United States, with more than two million members. He was speaking to about 170 teacher union leaders and staff who met in Ottawa October 14—16 to explore ramifications of the impending teacher shortage upon bargaining, communications, and professional development issues. A CTF survey conducted just prior to the conference revealed some disturbing trends. For example, more than two-thirds of Canada’s school boards will have trouble signing general and specialized teachers next fall. All provinces have shortages, especially in science, math, technology, and speech therapy. Three-quarters of Canadian school boards had difficulty attracting substitute teachers in the past school year. VanRoekel spoke of the crucial need to recruit more young people into the profession and to offer them meaningful support and mentoring during their first few years in the classroom. “There is no profession in the world that treats its rookies as roughly as we do,” he said. Rising enrolment and demand for smaller class sizes have combined to create a shortage of millions of trained teachers throughout the United States. “We are starting to be successful in convincing people that class size actually counts,” he said, “but this has had a huge impact upon teacher supply and demand.” In particularly short supply are bilingual, ethnic-minority, and male elementary school teachers. “There’s a real need for understanding of diverse cultures and ethnicities, and the teaching force must reflect that diversity back to the students.” VanRoekel outlined some strategies various states use for attracting and retaining quality teachers: Advertising campaigns, web-based recruiting, substantial signing bonuses, loan-forgiveness programs to help people pay off the cost of their post-secondary studies, housing benefits, better orientation and ongoing support, and mentoring programs. Ultimately, he said, we have to change the working and learning conditions and “deal with the salary issues.” VanRoekel also expressed alarm about the increasing prevalence of non-certified teachers, especially in some of the toughest teaching assignments, in America’s largest inner-city schools. “I get absolutely incensed at the implication that anyone with a degree in mathematics could do what I do in the classroom,” he said. Indeed, recruiters from the New York City School Board were in Vancouver in October, attempting to lure B.C. teachers with promises of better salaries and generous signing bonuses. New York faces such a severe teacher shortage that it is resorting to a “teaching fellows” program to allow anyone with a university degree and a certain amount of life or employment skills to enter the classroom after a very short period of intensive teacher training. Other sessions at the conference dealt with the fact that the teacher shortage will not be felt equally in all parts of the country. David Dibbon, of Memorial University in Newfoundland, noted that “we’re living in a hyper-speed society, on Internet time,” so it’s difficult to track the rapidly changing questions of teacher supply and demand. He pointed out that traditionally oversupply of teachers has been treated as an individual problem, while a shortage is seen as an institutional problem. Dibbon’s research points to both shortage and oversupply existing at the same time, depending on geographical location and subject area. In light of all the research presented at the conference, CTF is calling for the following measures: • Increase the number of spaces in teacher training institutions. • Develop a support network for beginning teachers. • Improve working and learning conditions for teachers and students. • Fill full-time positions with the current substitute and part-time teachers. • Provide greater opportunities for in-service training. • Increase investment in public education, including better salaries. Nancy Knickerbocker is the BCTF’s media relations officer. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/BargainingAndContracts.aspx?id=34902&printPage=true,BCTF > Teacher Voices  	Bargaining and contracts  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Bargaining and Collective Agreements > Teacher Voices I know that we are all very passionate about our struggle to improve learning conditions for our students, but I really wish that teachers would take a stronger stance on looking out for themselves as well. As teachers we encourage students to develop their sense of self-respect and worth.  I wish that teachers would do the same.  When I hear, “It’s not about the money, it’s about the kids”, I know that our message is meant to convey that our priority is the welfare of our children, but what I hear is, “we’re already earning enough and we’re not worth any more!”  I think that it is about time that we present ourselves as the professionals that we have worked hard to become, and that our level of education, responsibility, and professionalism demands to be reflected in our compensation, as is with doctors, lawyers, accountants, and other educated professionals.  We do not need to apologize for expecting a decent, professional-level wage. When doctors negotiate compensation packages they are not compared to ‘other public sector employees’, nor are judges and public defenders.  The fact that we are working in a system that is funded by public resources should not strip away the acknowledgement of the level of professionalism we have achieved.  I am not belittling other ‘public sector’ jobs, but we should not allow ourselves to be compared to non-professional occupations when establishing our worth. When I decided to enter teaching, it was ‘about the kids’, but it was also about becoming a professional.  I was working as a heavy duty mechanic at the time, and although it meant a slight drop in wages, yearly increments would theoretically make up the difference.   Today, my counterparts, (fellow BCIT Heavy Duty Mechanic s classmates), are earning well over $100 000 per year, and depending on the companies they work for, have better benefits packages.   I know other teachers who have made similar career changes, with the same economic results.  For myself and others, yes, it is about the money.  I will not apologize for my stance, because I know how much I’m worth, how much I could earn in the private sector, and how much I bring into my classrooms. Tom Carson techteacher@shaw.ca     )
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=14912&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2008 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 20, Number 4, January/February 2008 Kyoto: a New Year’s resolution By Hugh Robertson "Kyoto is dead. Long live Kyoto." To give the old monarchical adage a modern ring, Kyoto in one sense is dead. It was killed not only by the recent decision of our government, but also by the collective inaction of all of us over the past decade. However, Kyoto lives. It lives in spirit because it is still the only international agreement attempting to rescue future generations from environmental chaos. Kyoto also lives because it is possible for us to achieve our reductions in greenhouse gases by the end of the target period in 2012. Kyoto actually commits us to reductions every year for the next five years. At this late stage, however, it is impossible to cut our greenhouse gases to 6% below our 1990 level in the next 12 months. But if we can reach our target by the end of 2012, the world will be cheering because few other countries will meet their pledges. The major greenhouse gases (carbon dioxide, methane, and nitrous oxide) are created mainly by the extraction, refining, and burning of fossil fuels, such as oil, coal, and natural gas. The refined products are used primarily for energy, such as electricity, transportation, and heating. Increases in Canada’s greenhouse gas emissions are due largely to oil and natural gas production, particularly exports to the US. In addition, transportation emissions have ballooned because of the growth of truck freight and sales of SUVs and light trucks. The Kyoto Protocol requires Canada to reduce its 1990 greenhouse gas emissions of 600 megatonnes by 6% to a total of 563 megatonnes. Our present emissions stand at 750 megatonnes, which is 35% above our Kyoto commitment. To simplify these stratospheric statistics, we have converted our present greenhouse gas total in megatonnes to an average per capita figure for each Canadian. The latest estimate from Environment Canada places our overall per capita greenhouse gas emissions at approximately 24 tonnes per individual Canadian. Roughly one-quarter, about 6 tonnes, is directly attributable to activities that are an integral part of our personal lifestyles—heating and cooling our homes, appliance use, heating water, lighting, food consumption, water and sewage, waste disposal, and driving. If 6 tonnes of the present overall average of 24 tonnes is directly attributable to our personal lifestyles, then we have to trim our individual share of emissions to 4.5 tonnes each—an eminently doable target. The necessary lifestyle changes will be as much behavioural as technological. For example, initiating a war on waste is neither inconvenient nor expensive. It is estimated that half our electricity is wasted, half the food produced is squandered, and half of our garbage is biodegradable and should never end up in a landfill. Megatonnes of harmful gases could be saved by simple conservation at no financial cost to individual Canadians. We need to establish baseline consumption figures before the end of December to measure our progress. Calculate your consumption of electricity, natural gas, gasoline and water. Most utility bills provide a consumption history or alternatively phone the utilities and request the figures for 2007. Pledging to cut your energy consumption, and, thereby, your greenhouse-gas emissions, gradually but systematically over the next five years is an heroic undertaking. Set yourself a reduction target of 5% per year. Listed below are the major categories where we will need to focus our individual reduction efforts. Quantifying our consumption in all of these activities may not be as easy as reading a meter. But we can all pledge to restrict our purchases of goods and services that have a negative impact on the environment. It is beyond the limits of this article to list all the possible means of conserving resources in these categories. A separate article could be written on each category. However, a profusion of conservation ideas can be found in books, newspapers, magazines, and on numerous websites. Develop strategies from your reading and searching and list them under these category headings. Share and brainstorm ideas with neighbours and circulate these ideas and suggestions in your community. Although leading by personal example is crucial in combating climate change, building community support for sustainable living will help unleash a country-wide groundswell that is essential to achieve our Kyoto target. Driving: Approximately half our personal greenhouse gases are generated by driving. Heating: Close to 30% of our personal emissions result from heating our homes. Air conditioning overburdens our electricity system, partly coal-fired, in the summer. Cooking: Both electrical and gas-fired cooking appliances increase greenhouse gases. Heating water: Investigate pre-heating devices for warming water. Water: Municipalities spend half their electrical operating budgets on water and sewage treatment. Lighting: Replace incandescent light bulbs with compact fluorescent light bulbs. Food: Eating locally produced food can shave 20% off your greenhouse gas total. Waste: You could save another 20% with one small bag of garbage per month. Shopping: Consider the environmental burden of every purchase you make. Flying: Fly only for family—"love miles" in the words of George Monbiot. Kyoto is a journey that starts in the hearts and minds of individual Canadians, not in cabinet meetings and corporate boardrooms and the corridors of bureaucratic power. Let us live our values, let us initiate lifestyle changes one step at a time and build a sustainable future for unborn generations. Let each of us focus our new year’s resolution on the challenge of meeting our Kyoto commitment over the next five years. In setting a personal example of restraint and sacrifice, we can then demand more enlightened environmental policies from our politicians. Hugh Robertson is a retired teacher. "Kyoto: A New Year’s Resolution" is part of a series of articles on climate change appearing in the New Edinburgh News, an Ottawa community newspaper.)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=20388,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 4, January/February 2010  Class-size reduction or increased incidents? By Paul Boscariol The BC Technology Education Association recently held their district reps meeting prior to the October conference in Maple Ridge. At this meeting was a presentation from a representative of the Employers’ Advisors Office on Due Diligence. It coincided well with the next topic, which examined the issue of over-sized classes in technology education shops. While this presentation reinforced many of our beliefs relating to class size and shop safety, it also opened our eyes with regard to due diligence and levels of responsibility of instructors in technology education shops. While most educators agree that large class sizes have negative implications on the quality of education being provided as a result of less teacher-to-student time, the situation is more dire in a technology education shop. Our shops are typically a bee hive of activity with students engaged in a variety of processes that may involve the use of stationary power equipment, power hand tools, use of hazardous chemicals, and exposure to gases from welding, and other hot metal processes. Throughout this activity, students also constantly move about from one station to another, transporting materials and projects, and depending on the size and configuration of the shop, this in itself may prove to be a challenge. Prior to Bill 33, governing class size/composition, shop classes were typically capped at 24 students. Today we are seeing many instances of shops crammed with 30 students and more than 3 identified students and accompanying educational assistants, resulting in a total population of up to 34 people. That is 10 more than the 24 work stations shops have been designed for. These images illustrate the issue of class size as it relates to shop space and students ability to work effectively. Imagine running a computer class that has 24 computers, but with 30+ individuals trying to get their work completed. This does not even begin to address another reality in many technology education classes; having multigrade courses running simultaneously (e.g., Woodwork 9, 10, 11 & 12). Technology education teachers are facing increased stress levels and a growing number of near misses and serious incidents. The following is an example of a near miss one teacher recently experienced in his shop. “As he arced the blade out of the side of the wood, something about his expression and hand speed caught my attention. His trailing hand was accelerating toward the saw blade. Instinctively, I reached out and pinned his hand to the machine table. The gap between his palm and the moving saw blade had closed to only a couple of millimeters. He was totally unaware. After moving his hand away, I turned off the machine and asked him if he realized what almost happened. He looked at me and the colour drained from his face. “While I believe that I had the situation totally under control (it took hours for my adrenalin to ease), there is no doubt in my mind that if I had not been able to do so, that he would have at least partially, if not fully amputated his thumb at its base. “After an experience like this, you always replay the scenario looking for ways to mitigate future events. The more I thought, the more I realized that everything worked the way it should have. The only variable that I could not control was a teenage mind, he simply lost his concentration. “This happened in a motivated senior class (middle school) with 16 students present. I am convinced that if the same circumstances occurred during a larger class that it is highly unlikely that I would have been close enough to prevent the injury. In fact, I would probably not have even been aware of it until I heard his scream. “All of my professional experience tells me that when student numbers exceed 24 in an industrial ed class, that the likelihood of injury will go from possible to probable.” Near misses like this one, though not always documented, are growing in number. The occurrence of serious incidents where fingers are lost, hands lacerated, or other injuries can be attributed to having too many students to adequately supervise. These injuries, while a risk, do not have to become a reality. A simplistic solution offered by some administrators is to shut down these programs because of the risk factor and the cost of running the programs. The reality is that technology education programs make a significant contribution to the strong graduation rates in BC. If not for these programs, many students would not have reason to attend regularly or to stay in school at all. Many of our students will become those you call to repair your furnace, do the wiring in your addition, or keep your car running. The outcome of the district reps’ meeting was to establish a task force to examine this serious issue and develop what is being termed as a Best Practices Code for Technology Education. The code would set a maximum class size of up to 24 students, (that facilities provide adequate space and are equipped to meet the instructional needs and safety of all students enrolled in the program). It would also have technology education specialists teaching these programs; and finally, ensuring that educational assistants who are assigned to work with students in shop programs have relevant training to work in a shop environment. The goal is to have the best practices code established by the end of January 2010 and submit it to the Executive Committee for review and adaptation. The BCTEA feels this is necessary for the protection of our instructors and students and if the integrity of our programs is to be preserved. Paul Boscariol is president of the BC Technology Education Association. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012_03_01_archive.html,Staffroom Confidential: March 2012 Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Saturday, March 31, 2012 Bill 22 and Class Size/Class Composition Bill 22 eliminates all class composition limits. There is no longer a need to report or consult regardless of the number of students with an IEP in a single class. Nothing will now prevent Administrators from "clustering" students with an IEP into classes and nothing ensures they will receive adequate support or have access to adequate teacher time and specialist teacher time. In addition, the Bill removes class size averages, allowing for classes over 30 without having to "balance out" with some smaller classes. Now a District can have a high class size average and many classes over 30. The Minister has released the Ministerial Regulations regarding the "cash for kids" section of Bill 22. This section provides for additional compensation for teachers who are assigned classes over 30, except for exempted classes. The exempted classes are: * all adult education classes * all continuing education classes * all distributed learning classes * all work study and work experience classes * all specialty academy classes * all music classes including band, choir, instrumental music and orchestra * all performing arts classes including drama and dance * all Planning 10 classes * all board authorized leadership classes For these exempted classes, there is no limit and no additional compensation, no matter what the class size. In other words, nothing prevents these classes from being in the 50 - 100 range. Also, because this is a regulation, it does not have to go back to the legislature to be changed. The Ministry can add more classes at any time by writing a new regulation. This is just a bureaucratic task. The formula for additional compensation basically calculates a "cost per student" by taking the average teacher salary and dividing by thirty. So, if the average teacher salary is $60,000, then the cost per student is $2000. Thus, a teacher who has 32 students enrolled in a class all year full time would be paid an additional $2000 per student, which in this example would be $4000. The formula also only pays nine of the ten months of the school year (so the actual amount paid would be $1800), and does not take into account additional costs such as benefits and overhead costs. What does this mean? It means that for any given grade or subject area, it is cheaper for a District to overload classes than to hire additional teachers. If an extra 29 students can be spread around into oversize classes, that will be $2000 less than the salary of an additional teacher. Not until a whole additional class of 30 is reached does it become economically equivalent to hire another teacher. Anything less, and the cheaper option is to overload. Consider, for example, a school with 105 Grade 6 students. The cost of having three classes of 35 would be $210,000 (based on the $60,000 average salary). The cost of having four classes - three of 26 and one of 27 - would be $240,000.  Not only is Bill 22 likely to lead to increased class size, up to as much as in the 50's potentially, but it will also lead to fewer teachers. Consider the example above where the school creates 3 classes of 35 instead of the 4 smaller classes. This also means for the existing 4 teachers, now only 3 are needed. If you spread this across the District, a worst case scenario would see up to 25% of teachers lose their jobs. Now this is not likely to happen immediately, but remember that in the first year after Bill 28 came into effect, approximately 2500 teachers province wide lost their jobs - close to 10% of the contract teachers currently employed. Given that the budget for school Districts next year does not include an increase to even cover inflation, it is reasonable to expect at least 3-5% job losses, if not more. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 3:13 PM 2 comments: Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest Friday, March 30, 2012 BC Liberals: You reap what you sow... Today the BCGEU, representing provincial government employees in BC, announced they will be holding a strike vote. They are seeking wage increases of 8% over 2 years and the government has offered only 3%. The BCGEU rightly argue that their members should not take permanent wage cuts because of the recession. They have lost purchasing power due to the net zero contract under Mandate 2010 and the rising inflation rate in BC. They also point out that private sector workers in BC are receiving reasonable increases. Average weekly earnings in BC are up 3.2%, as reported by Statistics Canada. Why should government workers a) get any less and b) not get a catch up for lost purchasing power under net zero? The independent commission that looked at judges salaries made the same argument. If judges receive net zero for two years because of a recession, they should be entitled to make up that loss subsequently. The Liberals didn't listen, and legislated zeros. The government's extension of net zero into Mandate 2012 shows their real agenda and it has nothing to do with the deficit. They want to permanently reduces wages for public sector workers. At the same time, they continue to provide obscene increases to those in the top echelons of power. As just one recent example, the "mediator" appointed under Bill 22 to force a contract on teachers will be earning $2000 a day. On top of his other salary. Also in the news today is the pending job action by BC's anesthesiologists. Yet another group of workers frustrated by a government that rules by dictat, rather than fair and reasonable negotiating. And again, the government is relying on the courts and an injunction to prevent this group from exercising their right to a slow down as a form of job action. This is a government in free fall, and a government incapable of coming to a resolution with practically anyone, in any area. Ten years of draining the public coffers through tax cuts to the wealthy are finally coming home to roost as the people who provide our public services stand up for fair treatment. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 1:19 PM 1 comment: Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest Sunday, March 25, 2012 From public to private: a subtle path There was some nasty commentary this week in the Province because a BC teacher compared Bill 22 to Nazi germany. It was pretty ripe coming from a newspaper that had itself, a few short months earlier, compared teachers to Hitler in a cartoon. But despite the perhaps ill conceived comparison, the point the teacher was trying to make was valid - you don't go from good to bad in one fell swoop - you do it piecemeal. In this case we are talking about the following transition: from a universal, quality, fully funded education system which provides every child an equal opportunity to succeed, to a market driven, privately operated system in which the quality of service varies according to the socio-economic class of the child's parents. How does this transition happen? Incrementally, with a series of small policy changes that on their surface might seem good, or at least not too bad. In the US, we can follow this transition from the introduction of the federal No Child Left Behind laws just over ten years ago, to the state of the union today, where whole cities, like New Orleans, no longer have any publicly run schools. In BC, I would put the starting point of this transition back in 1992. This was the first year there were significant budget cuts to local school boards. This change initiated an incremental process whereby the percentage of our budget going to schools has dropped from 26% to a new low this year of 15%. The second step was the imposition of provincial bargaining with the Public Education Labour Relations Act in the mid-90's. This took voice away from local school Boards and local teachers' associations to work together to meet individual community needs. The third step came in 2001, when the newly elected BC Liberal government made education an "essential service". This took away rights of teachers to advocate not only on their own behalf but on behalf of improvements to the school system. A giant blow came in 2002, and had three parts. First, all class size and class composition provisions were unilaterally removed. Second, parents were allowed to register for schools outside their geographic catchment area. While seemingly benign, this has been the single greatest factor in winning parents to a model of school "choice" where some kids win and some lose. It was the greatest blow in terms of a public system with equity and fairness as basic principles. Lastly, 2002 saw a wholesale change in how special education was funded, eliminating most targeted funding. This change led to a total loss in dollars, to the loss of 700 specialist teachers this decade, and to the rights of individual children with designations to specific levels of service. In 2003, for the first time the Ministry of Education published Foundation Skills Test results on a public web site, and the Fraser Institute published their now infamous school rankings. Along with the opening of catchment areas, this solidified the school choice ethos. Parents began selecting schools based on their rankings and schools began the transition of separating into "have" schools  and "have not" schools. The teachers action in 2005 caused a brief reprieve. After a two week illegal walkout, class sizes of 30 were reinstated and class composition limits (soft caps - they are often broken) were reintroduced. Which brings us to today, and Bill 22. In my mind, this is a turning point, just as NCLB was in the US. Bill 22 not only reenacts the elimination of class size and class composition limits, but most importantly it is an act of government than runs rough shod on the Constitution, and on democratic rights of teachers. If it is not repealed, it provides a blue print for future government of how to impose their will regardless of public or professional opposition. For this reason, it must be stopped. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 1:02 PM 4 comments: Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest Friday, March 23, 2012 What is this dispute about? Putting equity last, and corporations first Today's guest post is from Bruce McCloy, a teacher in New Westminster. Why is this current stand so important?  For those who are currently monitoring this public site on behalf of the government please read on as well.  I sincerely hope you learn something and, if we fail and this government gets what they want, with your help, I hope you can look students in the eyes in years to come and be able to say you were responsible for the mess you have created. Here is why I see this current fight as very important.  This is not about class size, class composition, a wage increase or extra help for special needs students.  While these are all very important they are dwarfed by a greater threat; the changing of our current educational system to one that caters less to equity and developing a good person to one that is squarely focused on market based principles and catering to an ever greedy corporate elite.  Teachers and government are on a crash course, fighting over, as Wendy Poole outlines, the vision and purpose of K-12 public education and the meaning of professionalism (see http://www.ucalgary.ca/iejll/vol11/poole).   Government is focused on a neo-liberal view of education, “conceptualiz[ing] education as a commodity to be bought by customers (students and parents) and sold by suppliers (schools and others). From a market perspective, schools are training grounds for future workers and consumers, as well a multi-billion dollar industry offering opportunities for profit. Efficiency, accountability for student outcomes (usually measured by standardized test scores and other measures like graduation rates), choice for parents (e.g., charter schools, vouchers, within-district school choice), privatization (e.g., public funding for private schools, user-pay fees, contracting with private firms to operate public schools, private-public partnerships for school construction, school-business partnerships), and attacks on teachers unions are hallmarks of neo-liberalism in education”. (see attached paper if you would like to read more).   This fight is about breaking the union in order to bring in a system that caters to only a few, and leaves the many others simply to be good workers. If we truly cared about students, and creating a better society, we would be modelling our system after Finland, rather than chasing the USA, UK and Australia downwards.  The end result of this current action by the BC government is to cut costs, break the union and make a statement to the voters that the current ruling Liberals deserve their vote in May 2013.  It has nothing to do with students.  For the differences in focus of the Finland system in comparison with the USA, UK and Australian systems review the attached paper, Neo-Liberalism in British Columbia Education and Teachers’ Union Resistance and the video found at http://www.abc.net.au/lateline/content/2012/s3441913.htm. Current OECD rankings have Canada slipping slightly behind Australia in reading (#8 compared to #7), still behind Finland at #4 but well ahead of the USA at #11 and the UK at #18.  Rankings in Math and Science have Canada far ahead of the USA, Australia and UK systems that the government are focused on reaching down to and still behind the ranking of Finland, a country that teachers are working to catch. Finland is ranked #2 in math, Canada #8, with Australia at #15, the UK at #21 and the USA being far behind at #32.  There are similar findings in Science with Finland at #2, Canada at #6, Australia at #12, the UK at #21 and the USA at #30.  The quality of our education does not matter to the current Liberal government; containing costs, and creating preferable market conditions do. Some sobering thoughts when contemplating this possible scenario. While increasing funding for schools from a 2002-2003 total of  $3.782 billion to a projected 2012-2013 total of $4.725 billion (making true governments claim that per-student funding has increased) the actual costs to districts have far outstripped this increase.  Most telling is the decrease in priority of education as a part of the provincial budget falling from 26% in 2002 – 2003 to a 15% in 2011 – 2012.  In 2002 – 2003 the total allocation envelope for education was $3.7 billion.  This accounted for 26% of the total provincial budget.  In 2012 – 2013 the projected total allocation envelope for education is $4.7 billion accounting for 15% of the total provincial budget.  If the 2002 – 2003 % of total provincial budget allocation held true today the total allocation of funds to education from the provincial budget for 2012 – 2013 would be $8.1 billion   providing for a further allocation of $3.4 billion on top of the $4.7 billion currently being provided.  The amount due to school districts for next year over and above what is being given is almost equal to the total amount provided to school districts in the 2002 – 2003 year.  It is not a situation of lack of funds, rather a change in priority for the government Board funds have long been frozen, all but 6 districts are currently in Funding Protection (meaning that they are working in a bankrupt state).  Board funds have been frozen for a further 3 years, leaving them with an accumulated $100 million shortfall this year alone.  The “easy cuts” to budgets have long been done leaving an impossible situation.  The overwhelming major cost to districts is teacher salaries, something that districts have been unable to change due to strict rules in the collective agreements.  Until now.  Changes in post and fill rules, class composition and numbers, evaluations and discipline procedures will make it  easier for boards to lower their salary costs by making life difficult for more expensive teachers to the point they will quit, removing more expensive teachers and filling their positions with cheaper less experienced teachers or with even cheaper non teachers.  The boards will sell the public on these changes b y offering perks that will have most forget the importance of teacher quality. The current government advertising focused on teacher salary and benefits (the BCTF is demanding a 15 per cent wage hike and other benefits that would cost $2 billion and raise taxes for BC families...) is allowing the government to keep attention away from the main changes they wish to see through the BC Education Plan.  This education plan provides the government with the route to the neo-liberal result that they wish to see, a result that will have us emulating the OECD rankings of the USA, UK and Australia in a very short time, leaving far behind the rankings we currently have and our hopes for reaching those of Finland.  This is because the government is not focused on providing an equitable education system. Or even focused on educating at a high level.  Rather, it is focused on creating a system that follows their neo-liberal beliefs.  The BC Education Plan is a guise (as is the current troubles on the labour front) to instituting these ideals: o While requests for feedback to the BC Education Plan is currently seen as a priority for government, the plan is all but written awaiting an appropriate time to roll out.  Current feedback will never be considered but provides the perception that it has been o BC Education Plan calls for personalized learning that will amount to students staying at home to work on their computers learning from an on-line master teacher.  Cheaper non-teachers will be available for students to submit assignments and pick up others, while tutoring (on-line and in person) will be available if necessary.  This change over has already begun.  The government is admitting that 700 special needs teachers that have been lost to the system have been replaced with 2100 new teaching assistants ... but no more teachers.  The $165 million Learning Improvement Fund will hire more teacher assistants ... but no more teachers. o Contract changes are necessary to enable this change to occur in our current system – changing hours of work, working conditions (class sizes can reach the hundreds) and making it easier to deal with teachers that disagree with the direction o Money will be saved on school buildings as only a few will be needed as regional meeting places – while the others can be sold as they are no longer required to service children o Standardized assessment will become easier as the teaching from the on-line Master teachers will be the same. o Large corporations will find a ready market for technology.  A quick look at those involved in developing the new BC Education Program indicate past and present members of the guiding committee including 20 members who belong to the corporate business community or with strong ties to this community and zero involved in public education in BC.  Those involved on the committee to restructure BC Education include Reg Bird, Vecima Networks, Don Mattrick, President, Interactive Entertainment Business, Microsoft Corp., Don Safnuk, President and CEO of Corporate Recruiters and Ralph Turfus, CEO, Arbutus Place Investments. o Creating a system dependent on technology will provide a ready market for both hardware and software manufacturers as well as internet providers.  On line needs will increase, allowing a market for sellers of data plans o Control of teacher Professional Development and new evaluation and “one-strike you are out” dismissal procedures will allow government to control what teachers learn and what they will teach in the classroom.  Government and corporate propaganda will be required to be taught, even if ethically unsettling, or a teacher will face dismissal. o Control of curriculum and standardization of what is taught will allow government to lessen the time many students stay in school, providing an opportunity for students to leave at the end of grade 10 (where 3 of our government exit exams currently are placed).   Students will be able to leave early for the workforce providing cheap (and undereducated) labour to be available during the week – something that is currently not readily available for most companies.  Seeing that these workers were encouraged to leave school at grade 10 they will later find that they do not have the required education to change occupations, therefore making them more likely to stay in lower paying jobs within the company that they currently work for. o With the education of children left in the hands of busy parents, and at home often with little guidance (especially in the secondary school years)  it is more likely that they lag behind and  have less motivation to finish beyond grade 10.  As well, earning money at an early age could be a great benefit to the family income as well as provide a greater source of disposable income at an earlier age – resulting in more purchasing power at a younger age. o Only those being educated in private schools (still in a traditional mode of providing education) or those with incredible self-discipline will have the skills to enter university – predominately leaving the rich to claim the higher level jobs and the less rich or less motivated to take up a new lower class working class. o With a larger number of workers available and a dismantling of trade union power, the minimum wage can once again be lowered, rights eroded allowing for more flexibility and higher profits for business owners.  As well, the numbers of the consumer class will increase, also allowing for further profits for corporations.   While we are busy fighting the current contract negotiations, which in themselves are important, the Liberal government has a far greater goal.  We find ourselves so busy with fighting the little things I fear we may miss the bigger picture and feel the pain of the onslaught (BC Education Plan) far before we see it coming and far later than we can do much about it.  I am reminded of a simple yet effective strategy we use to use in PE class when playing the game Murder Ball (in one of its many configurations).  If one was lucky enough to get two balls they often incorporated the following strategy – throw one ball high in the air.  As members of the other team watch the ball float slowly towards them the original thrower would throw the second ball hard , directly at the opponent, hitting them and getting them out. We see a similar strategy with the government – lob up the whole confrontation of contract negotiations, and, while teachers are busy looking at these, hit them hard with the educational changes you as a government actually want to implement. While current contract negotiations are very important and need to be dealt with quickly by teachers throughout the province, we need to be talking about and informing the public of the far greater threat that looms and is poised to hit in the very near future.  It is one that will find us sadly leaving any possibility of reaching the equitable system found in Finland (and along with it the high OECD rankings), leaving any possibility of maintaining our current standing in the world (as stated in the OECD rankings), and fervently chasing the lower scores of the USA, UK and Australia.  All in the name of creating a new culture of uneducated workers and consumers for a quickly growing corporate elite.   Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 12:02 PM 10 comments: Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest Monday, March 19, 2012 Walk out pamphlet - arguments for full withdrawal to resist Bill 22 Are teachers in your community debating how we should resist Bill 22? Please copy and share this leaflet with other teachers as we debate strategy: https://docs.google.com/viewer?a=v&pid=sites&srcid=ZGVmYXVsdGRvbWFpbnxob2xkdGhlbGluZWd2dGF8Z3g6NmUwOWJkYzFkZjlmY2M3NA Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 3:09 PM 6 comments: Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest Saturday, March 17, 2012 Teachers debate a response to Bill 22 Tomorrow, at the BCTF Annual General Meeting, BC teachers will debate and vote on a way forward to challenge Bill 22 - the BC government legislation that imposes a constrained, pre-determined contract outcome, as well as stripping class size and class composition provisions from BC schools. If you are a BC teacher, please consider the following discussion points: THE NEED TO ACT There are times in history when taking action is critical. Many teachers wish that we had acted more decisively in 2002 to stop Bill 28 and the initial removal of class size/composition from our contracts. This is similarly a time for strong and decisive action. Only a strong response will be able to stop Bill 22 and the attacks on job security rights, fair evaluation processes and professional autonomy. Teachers should be prepared to do what it takes to defeat this Bill. GOVERNMENT'S HEAVY HANDED FINES The first reaction of many teachers to Bill 22 was the fear of fines. The Bill was written to have this effect. But what teachers and all other workers should actually be afraid of is the tremendous loss of rights that will be forced through the phony mediation. We should be afraid of losing job security rights, putting each and every one of us at potential risk of job loss without reasonable cause. We should be afraid of losing due process in evaluation, which could mean dismissal from one evaluation without any due process requirements. In the US, evaluations have been used to fire teachers because their salaries became too near the top end, because they were pregnant, or because they spoke out about classroom conditions. Due process protects everyone from cronyism, favouratism, and unfair practices. We should be afraid of the loss of our professional autonomy, which could signal the beginning of the end for professionalism in teaching. The potential negative outcomes on our careers if Bill 22 goes ahead are far, far scarier than any loss of income or fines in the short term. LOOKING SOUTH Bill 22 takes a page right from the “education reform” movement in the US. That movement aims to eliminate job security, seniority, and professional autonomy. Already in the US, teachers are subject to firing because their school "got a failing grade", because some student test scores were low, or because they spoke up as a professional to contest budget cuts or poor educational decisions. Many evaluation schemes are unfair and unreliable - often with error rates of up to 35% (that is, one in three "scores" is simply wrong). It took only ten years for US “education reform” to bring teacher morale to an all time low and to force many veteran teachers out of the professional. The largest cohort of teachers in the US is now the group with one year of teaching experience. Teachers in the US are pushing back, but the biggest regret was not confronting these policies right away. Once they are introduced and legitimized, it only gets harder, not easier, to fix them. We have the opportunity to stop the first infringement on our job security rights, our due process rights, and our professional autonomy rights. We should not let this slip by. BILL 22 - AN UNJUST LAW • In 2005, BC Teachers voted to defy legislation and two Supreme Court injunctions during a two-week walkout that resulted in improvements in teaching and learning conditions through Bill 33. • Many strikes taken by BC teachers and by Canadian workers have been illegal. Our history provides clear evidence that we win only when we are willing to take action regardless of the laws thrown at us. Bill 22 and the laws we face are unreasonable, unjust, unconstitutional, and contrary to international law. • Vaughn Palmer writing in the Vancouver Sun, describes Bill 22 as excessively harsh and unreasonable citing section after the section of the bill including passages that “would ‘void’ existing provisions of collective agreements, including obligations to negotiate and/or refer matters to arbitration. Should those powers prove insufficient, government is given additional leeway to settle matters via ministerial fiat.” • UBC Law Prof, Joel Bakan, writing in the Vancouver Sun alerts readers that “The B.C. Liberal government is poised, once again, to violate the legal rights of workers, this time with Bill 22…” Governments are obliged to govern according to law. That is what distinguishes democracies from tyrannies. As a fundamental democratic principle, the rule of law is seriously jeopardized when governments play fast and loose with constitutional and international laws, as this government is now doing with Bill 22.” • The ILO (International Labour Organization, under the UN) ruled against the provincial government in 2003 stating that while education is important, it is not an essential service under international treaties Canada signed in 1948. The ILO called on the provincial government to honour the fundamental principles of free collective bargaining and freedom of association, repeal the essential service legislation, refrain from imposing conditions of employment, and open discussions with the union. The Liberal government has ignored these rulings. Restricting ourselves only to ‘legal’ activities is both (1) an expression of our acceptance of unjust laws, and (2) a certain defeat for us and our profession. WILL OTHER LABOUR UNIONS SUPPORT US? Labour support is one of the key reasons teachers should act. The BC Liberals have for ten years implemented policies that take from the average citizen and give to their corporate friends. Cuts to corporate tax rates combined with wage freezes on the public sector are just one way that this government has taken from the 99% to give to the 1%. If teachers have the courage to stand up to this government, other public sector workers will be ready to join us. THE PUBLIC INTEREST A true and genuine quality public education system is one in which public schools are every bit as good as private ones. That means small classes, adequate teacher time, and teachers who are well paid. It means a teaching profession where the best and brightest choose to enter and stay in the profession. It means budgets that keep up with inflation and that provide for every student's needs. For a decade, this government has bled public education dry. Now it wants to make permanent the increased class sizes and the lack of support for students with special needs. As is our long tradition, teachers should continue to speak up and stand up for a public system every bit as good as the private one, to give every child a fair chance at a full and meaningful, quality education. BC's children deserve no less. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 3:02 PM No comments: Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest Friday, March 16, 2012 Lessons from the US - when unions don't strike to contest unjust laws In my previous blog post, I listed the numerous times that both legal and illegal strike action was taken by Canadian unions and by BC teachers. Illegal strike action has been critical in advancing basic union rights including the right to strike itself. What happens when other strategies are used? For teachers, recent struggles in the United States provide a warning on the consequences of not taking job action, and instead looking to public relations, the courts, or the next election. Just as here, many US teacher unions have been subject to attacks not just on wages and benefits and working conditions, but also the most basic protections such as job security and the right to organize and strike. A variety of strategies have been employed including recall campaigns, waiting for the next election, legal protest actions and campaigns, and the courts. In the US, governments are willing to use whatever means they have to intimidate and coerce teachers and their unions (just as Bill 22 does to BC teachers). A planned one day strike by Los Angeles teachers was called off after a judge ordered that teachers would be individually fined up to $1000 each. In Chicago, a recent state law requires a 75% vote for any action and bargaining cannot include working conditions. This makes it more difficult to take action, but we also need to learn what happens when this deterrent is effective in making workers look to other, less successful, strategies. New York teachers went to court to try and prevent the publication of so-called "value added" teacher evaluations. They did not succeed. Instead,  the Mayor is closing 33 schools, firing all the teachers and forcing them to reapply for their jobs. In Wisconsin, after a huge display of anger by hundreds of thousands of teachers and other public sector workers and citizens, the union movement failed to call for strike action. While the recall campaign against Governor Walker was successful, one year later it remains to be seen what the outcome of the new vote will be and whether or not even a Democratic replacement would repeal the anti-union laws. Meanwhile workers are living under the new law. The Democratic candidate is well know for herself wielding concessions from public sector unions when bargaining for government. Moreover, it is a Democratic government, under Barrack Obama, who continues to push for corporate school reform through the promotion of Charter schools and the "Race to the Top" program that seeks to eliminate teacher seniority rights (called tenure in the US). Electoral strategies have succeeded in raising the issues in the public eye, but they have not succeeded in reversing the corporate reform agenda or the position of the so-called labour friendly Democrats. As one commentator reported: Back in 2010, Randi Weingarten, president of the 1.5 million-member American Federation of Teachers (AFT), lashed out at President Obama who she said was part of the “blame the teacher crowd” of education reform. “I never thought I’d see a Democratic president, whom we helped elect, and his education secretary applaud the mass firing of 89 teachers and staff,” she said – referring to the firing of all teachers at Central Falls High School in Rhode Island earlier that year. Last month, the AFT executive council unanimously voted to endorse Obama for reelection. Obama and the Democrats have continued the agenda begun by George Bush under the No Child Left Behind law. They have refused, despite financial and organizational support from teachers and teacher unions, to acknowledge the failure of these reforms and their pro-privatization consequences. The electoral strategies of teachers' unions in the US have largely been a failure. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 1:13 PM 2 comments: Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest Wednesday, March 14, 2012 Lessons from history - legislation and illegal strikes Should teachers take action in response to Bill 22? Should they walk out regardless of the question of 'legality'? It now looks almost certain that even with School Boards, the public and parents in favour of a fair, independent, mediated settlement, the government is not yet prepared to change course on Bill 22, legislation that aims to repeal rights to due process, job protection, and professional autonomy, as well as the removal of class size limits and the right to bargain class size limits for another two years. If Canadian workers never took illegal action, we would be a very different country indeed. In fact, the right to strike itself was won through illegal strikes. Here are a few legislative changes that resulted from strikes, many of which were not 'legal': 1872 - The Trade Union Act, making unions legal, is a response to the Toronto Printer's strike for a 54 hour week. 1944 - Privy Council Order 1003 provides rights to collective bargaining based on the US Wagner Act in response to a series of war time strikes at Kirkland Lake and elsewhere. 1945 - The Rand formula, providing automatic union membership and dues collection, is a result of the Ford Windsor strike. 1965 - Canadian Parliament grants right to strike for some public sector workers in response to an illegal strike by the Canadian Union of Postal Workers. 1976 - Wage controls of the federal government are defeated after the first national Day of Protest involving workers across Canada. Our own history is similarly one in which there have been as many 'illegal' actions than legal ones. 1919 - First teachers strike in Victoria, BC over wages, results in a negotiated settlement. 1921 - New Westminster teachers strike to win enforcement of an arbitration award on salaries. 1937 - Teachers in New Westminster defy School Board over firings and Board is ousted by province. 1971 - First province wide teacher strike in BC to secure pension improvements. 1974 - Strike by Surrey teachers wins improvement in pupil-teacher ratio. 1981 - Terrace teachers walk out to secure guaranteed personnel practices. 1983 - Teachers and other workers strike to defeat Bill 3 which would allow dismissal without cause. 1987 - For the first time, it becomes legal for teachers to strike. This lasts until 2002, with the introduction of "Essential Services" legislation. 2005 - Teachers walk out after being legislated back to work. After two weeks, Vince Ready is appointed as a mediator and an agreement is reached which is accepted by both sides. Now more than ever, with governments aggressively trying to end protections for workers such as due process and seniority, we will need to make difficult decisions about taking action. What we know for certain is that when we don't act, these same governments will feel confident to make further incursions on these rights. Since the 1990's, the decline of strikes and unionization rates has allowed employers (both public sector and private) to erode both job protection rights as well as salaries. As a result, incomes have stagnated and purchasing power has fallen. Teachers, just like other workers, have one tool that is effective in creating sufficient pressure to force good faith negotiation - the withdrawal of services. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 4:31 PM 4 comments: Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest Sunday, March 11, 2012 How do teachers defeat Bill 22? In one week, BC teachers will be meeting at our Annual General Meeting to discuss next steps to defeat Bill 22. It is imperative that we look at both what is at stake and what our history tells us about how to move forward in order to protect our own rights as well as the public education system we defend. Bill 22 is the most draconian piece of legislation faced by BC teachers in my career. Bill 22 sets up a framework for false mediation that would result in the erosion of professional autonomy, the elimination of seniority rights, and the imposition of a potentially arbitrary evaluation process. It also ensures no new funding for any improvements in teacher salaries, meaning teachers will fall behind inflation and further behind our colleagues across Canada. Finally, it re-enacts the elimination of protections for class sizes and class composition from 2002, ensuring further erosion of classroom conditions. Bill 22 is nothing short of "Wisconsin north" - a direct attack on trade unionism and collective  bargaining for teachers and for the public sector. It is the same type of legislation that the Wisconsin governor brought last year to massively erode public sector bargaining rights in that state. This ignited a string of anti-union legislation in the US. For us, Bill 22 is the first salvo in an employer's offensive towards public sector bargaining rights in BC, and it follows on the heels of the federal Conservative interference in the rights of the Canadian Union of Postal Workers and Air Canada workers (in various unions) to free collective bargaining. The stakes are high. Without job security protections and without successfully pushing back on anti-union and anti-democratic legislation, we are opening the door to continued "education reform" that may very quickly plunge the teaching profession into a state of crisis. In the US, within ten short years teachers have lost job security rights, accepted the imposition of merit pay, and become subject to evaluation systems that are unfair and arbitrary (the "voodoo mathematics" otherwise known as value-added teacher evaluation). American teachers are so demoralized that many are leaving the profession. The largest cohort of US teachers are now those with under five years experience. Teacher morale is at a twenty year low (http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/03/05/confessions-of-a-bad-teac_n_1320873.html). For many, teaching has become a miserable job. If you need convincing, read a few accounts from our colleagues in the States: http://www.salon.com/2011/08/29/confessions_of_a_bad_teacher/ http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/03/05/confessions-of-a-bad-teac_n_1320873.html So what do we do in the face of Bill 22? First and foremost we need to turn to our own history. BC teachers have a proud history of standing up in the face of unfair legislation. In the words of Al Cornes, from Teacher newsmagazine, we need to stand on the shoulders of teachers who have gone before, to ensure a legacy for those to come. In the words of Ken Novokowski, we have a history of swift and solid action: "The BCTF response was swift and united. Four weeks after the legislation was tabled, on April 28, after a province-wide vote, teachers in every local walked off the job and shut down every school in the province to protest the government legislation." If you are a BC teacher, please take a few minutes to read about what actions and strategies have been successful. Al Cornes in Teacher Newsmagazine: http://bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12104 Ken Novokowski on the history of the BCTF: http://bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12818 BCTF history of collective bargaining: http://bctf.ca/ContactUs.aspx?id=18880 Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 3:46 PM 2 comments: Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest Friday, March 9, 2012 Critical thinking and Bill 22 - A teacher rebuts George Abbott Dear Minister Abbott: Imagine there are two children arguing in the playground over a toy. Picture a tall, brutish bully, and a wiry, bespectacled nerd.  Never mind that the toy belongs to the nerd.  Never mind that the bully pushed the nerd over and took the toy.  Just imagine that you walk into the situation with no foreknowledge of any thefts or pushing. Perhaps you ask to hear the story.  Perhaps you even believe the bully's story that the nerd is greedy, and has lots of toys, and for some reason wants to take away the bully's toy just for fun.  Perhaps you distrust the nerd, because you once knew a nerd who was untrustworthy.  Now imagine that the bully pushes the nerd again. Right in front of you.  Another student runs in and shouts at the bully to return the toy: you have a witness!  It did belong to the nerd after all!  Suddenly, the bully steps on the nerd's throat and says, "If you try to stand up to me, if you tell on me, I'll make you pay.  I'll take all your lunch money, every day, until you give up." Remember, this is happening right in front of you.  What do you do? This is what we call an allegory.  We teach people to stand up to bullies.  We teach people to stand up for what they believe in, even in the face of bullies.  We are B.C.'s teachers and we are being stepped on.  What will you do? Erin Porter Greater Victoria School District EDUC.Minister@gov.bc.ca> wrote: Thank you for your email regarding the current contract negotiations with the BC Teachers' Federation. Government introduced Bill 22, the Education Improvement Act, to suspend the union's strike action, set a"cooling off" period, appoint a mediator to facilitate bargaining, and implement a new $165 millionLearning Improvement Fund and other initiatives that will benefit teachers and students. You can learn more about the Education Improvement Act at: http://www2.news.gov.bc.ca/news_releases_2009-2013/2012EDUC0015-000204.htm. The legislation does not impose a new contract. Rather, it sets out a mediation process with the goal of reaching a mediated settlement within the net-zero mandate by the beginning of summer. If there is no agreement then the mediator will issue a report by June 30, 2012, with non-binding recommendations. The Education Improvement Act also includes several initiatives that will benefit teachers and students. Collectively, these initiatives serve as government's response to the BC Supreme Court decision on Bills 27 and 28. *       The Act implements a $165 million Learning Improvement Fund that school districts can use to hire additional teachers and education assistants, provide additional teaching time and support professional development and training to help teachers meet the complex needs in their classrooms. The process for allocating these funds will include consultations with the BC Teachers' Federation, classroom teachers, education assistants, administration and district staff. *       The Act restores class size and related matters to the scope of collective bargaining, effective for the next round of bargaining which is expected to begin in Spring 2013. *       The Act eliminates the use of district class size averages and implements a class size maximum of 30 students for Grades 4-12. The new cap will not apply to some subjects where large groups are desirable such as a band or drama class. The existing cap of 22 students for Kindergarten and 24 students for Grade 1-3 will remain in place and cannot be exceeded. *       The Act allows a Grade 4-12 class to exceed 30 students if the principal and superintendents consider the learning conditions to be appropriate, but in these cases, school districts must provide additional compensation to the classroom teacher, proportionate to the added workload. This compensation can consist of increased pay, additional preparation time, professional development funding or a combination of different accommodations. *       The Act eliminates the formulaic and cumbersome consultation process on class composition and promotes regular consultation between principals and teachers on all matters of class organization, including the placement of students with special needs. The Education Improvement Act provides certainty to students and their parents by suspending the current strike so that every parent in BC can receive a full accounting of how their children are progressing in school and schools can resume the collaborative meetings that are so important to supporting our students. The Act also puts a mediator in place to help the parties achieve a mediated settlement. The union's demands for a $2 billion wage increase are completely unreasonable given the current economic reality. Therefore, the mediator will help the parties to reach a settlement that follows the lead of other public sector unions who have already signed more than 120 agreements under the government's net-zero mandate. Lastly, the Act puts more money into classrooms, improves supports for students and teachers, provides additional teacher compensation where class size exceeds the student limit, improves consultation on class organization, and restores the opportunity to bargain class size and related matters. Taken together, these are significant gains that recognize the important role and contribution of teachers. The Education Improvement Act brings a responsible conclusion to this dispute and I hope all parties will take a constructive approach in the days ahead to move forward and provide the certainty necessary to improve our education system and support our students. Yours truly, George Abbott Minister Dear Minister Abbott, It may shock you to learn this, but many of BC's teachers are actually very intelligent individuals.  While I am sure it took you (or your aide) precious seconds to forward me this generic form letter, I find it more than a little insulting that you did not take the time to actually respond to me.  Do you think I am unfamiliar with your bill? Do you think I blindly follow instructions without taking the time to read and think for myself?  Believe it or not, I teach students to read and think critically, and I pride myself on being able to do the same. Your "mediation" is not mediation at all.  If you get to appoint the mediator, and you get to dictate the terms that this mediator can discuss, you have not appointed a mediator but a puppet. If you actually believe that $165 million will make a difference to an education system that has been systematically stripped of supports for students for 10 years (totalling up to $3.3 billion), you need to come and sit in one of my math classes for a lesson or two. I would thank you for removing the “formulaic and cumbersome consultation process” regarding class sizes, but since you are in reality removing any formal record of consultations and violations, I am going to reserve my gratitude. I am interested to see how you will provide “additional compensation to the classroom teacher, proportionate to the added workload” of classes exceeding 30 students when you do not compensate teachers proportionally to “regular” workload in the first place.  Looking across the country, BC teachers are ranked between 6th and 11th in pay.  Teachers in other provinces get more preparation time.  In the face of such statements, some are bound to argue, “So why don’t you move?”  I could do that, and I fear many teachers will (or already have).  BC’s students, whom you claim to care so much about, are the ones who suffer when talented and respected teachers leave for greener pastures.  I don’t blame them for leaving – I blame you. Instead of negotiating a wage increase that might bring BC teachers on par with (or at least closer to) our colleagues across the country, you call our demands “completely unreasonable” and refuse to even talk with us.  Is a pay increase unreasonable?  Not when cost of living increases mean that “net zero” is actually a net loss.  Is $2 billion unreasonable?  Perhaps it is high (which, I hear, opening offers in negotiations tend to be) but is it entirely devoid of reason?  Not when teachers in other provinces are paid similar wages.   I think you may have your numbers confused yet again.  It is the number 475 that is “completely unreasonable.”  And the number 1.3 million.  And the number 2,500.  The word “unreasonable” also means “beyond the limits of acceptability or fairness.”  That you are threatening to fine me, personally, $475 a day – A DAY – to exercise my right to strike in protest of Bill 22, is utterly beyond the limits of acceptability or fairness. If you truly recognized “the important role and contribution of teachers,” you would not insult us with Bill 22. Erin Porter Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 2:22 PM 5 comments: Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest Tuesday, March 6, 2012 What is this strike about? A moving letter from a Saanich teacher I would like to thank you, Mr. Abbott. My wife and I have just had an excellent discussion with our daughters about power, and about the importance of checks and balances in a society. Sophie and Rachel are 12 and 10. They were very confused about why the government was allowed to make rules such as fining teachers $475 a day or $2500 a day for going on strike. We explained that our government is elected to make decisions on our behalf, and that we trust that they will make good and considered decisions. But what if we don’t agree with their decisions, they wondered. We explained that there is time to debate these decisions before they are made, and that everybody is allowed to write letters, or protest if they disagree. We explained that the media is meant to also provide some balance, by asking difficult and challenging questions. But they are saying that if you protest their decision, they will fine you, they replied. We had no answer. Why do they hate teachers, one of them asked. I still had no answer. ---------- I could have been a lawyer. I scored in the 98th percentile of the LSAT and was accepted to Queen’s Law School, offered a scholarship to a Law School in the northeastern US. I chose instead to defer my decision, and be a tutor/coach/residence don/in-house TOC at my old high school for a couple of years. This was a private boarding school in Ontario. I loved it. I loved being able to explain concepts in math to kids, and to see the “light go on”. I loved sharing my passion for math, for soccer, for hockey, for philosophy, for poetry, and for musical theater with kids. I never considered going back to law after those two years. After completing my teacher training at UVic, I did my practicum in Saanich. I hadn’t realized until then what a sheltered teaching existence I had at the boarding school, with well-to-do kids brought up with every advantage (the type of kids to whom Mr. Abbott recently referred as “the smart kids”, I believe). In the public school system in Saanich, I learned humility. I learned how to be a better teacher, how to teach the whole child, and not just the mind. I taught classes that not only had some of Mr. Abbott’s advantaged “smart kids”, but other kids who were often equally smart and capable if not more, but who faced challenges the others didn’t: broken homes, poverty issues, learning disabilities, to name only a few. These classes were challenging because the kids’ needs were so varied. Some kids could be turned on by ideas alone; others needed to be convinced of the value of learning, to place education in context; some just needed breakfast. And yet, at the time I started teaching in Saanich, I considered myself fortunate because we had a locally arranged agreement about how many kids could be in a secondary English class. (I taught English at the time). The number was 27 – unless you had a student who had an acknowledged special need, such as dyslexia, or visual impairment, for example, that would require a significant amount of adjustment to practice or extra preparation. For each of these students, the number would drop by one. If there were 6 “special needs” students in your English 11, the maximum number of kids would be 21. Trust me, this would still be a challenging class in terms of composition, but the system worked. It was so important to teachers, my older colleagues told me, that teachers took less in salary improvements at the time in order to secure these contract provisions. Silly me for thinking that contracts were something sacrosanct in Canadian law. When I started my first continuing contract at Claremont Secondary in 2000, we had an enrolment not very different from our enrolment today. When I started at Claremont, it was not unusual for the more challenging classes, such as Essentials of Math 10 or Communications 11 to have 12-15 students, because that’s what those kids needed to be successful. When I started at Claremont, there were two librarians – one for every 550 kids. When I started at Claremont there was a staff of 85-90, with plenty of teachers in the building to comfortably take on all the extra-curriculars that make schools, as the Saanich motto goes, “great places to learn, safe places to be” Today at Claremont, a class with less than 23-24 students does not run. This legislation before you will only make that number increase, I assure you, and it is not what kids need. Today at Claremont there is 3/4 of a librarian – which translates to one for every 1475 kids. Today at Claremont there is a staff of 65-70. This group which now numbers 20 fewer than when I started 12 years ago, has been attempting to keep up all the things that make our school great – outstanding academics, including extra-curricular offerings such as the dozens of math contests I sponsor and organize every year, an incredible sports program, an enviable fine arts program, numerous volunteer organizations that enrich our school community and the community at large. So far, we have managed, but we have each had to take up the slack now for too long. We are at the breaking point, and I promise you – this legislation already threatens to push us over the edge. Surely this government is not deaf to the teachers from around the province who are saying enough… Enough: we have devoted our lives to a profession that we knew all along would not make us rich, but we did it because we believed that if it would help just one disadvantaged kid, it was worth it. Enough: we believed in it so much, that we traded even the most meager of raises, time and time again, in order to gain better classroom conditions for our students. Enough: we tried our absolute best to play within the rules, when government after government stripped away those conditions that we bought with our own salaries, even when the Supreme Court ruled that those government actions were illegal. Enough: we have tried to hold our heads high, when we are vilified in the press as lazy and greedy, when nothing – NOTHING -- could be further from the truth. Enough: we have devoted countless hours to volleyball, to musical theatre, to poetry readings, to charity work, to rugby, to yearbook clubs, to student’s councils, to tutoring before school from 7am, to tutoring after school until 6pm or longer, to tutoring kids by email on the weekends, and, AND! to our own Professional Development, whether that occurs on a Pro-D day or on our own time – Yes, Mr. Abbott, we actually do Pro-D. In short, we have devoted countless hours to the children and families of this province, and the thanks we get is one more veiled legislated slap in the face? Now, I’m not so out of touch that I don’t realize that as a teacher at the top of the scale, I’m fairly comfortable. Sure it irks me that all of you folks in the legislature have received pay raises in the last ten years far beyond what I have received over the same period – pay raises which you are allowed to vote for yourselves. Not that I would dare suggest that you don’t deserve it – I don’t envy your jobs in the least. But even despite this glaring double-standard, I would have begrudgingly accepted no raise, if it were that alone. It is not the extending of the current contract in this legislation that has me upset. I am insulted. I am insulted that you have the temerity to suggest that this legislation represents mediation in any true sense of the word. Your use of legislation to enforce mediation, but then dictate the terms of the mediation is nothing short of bullying. How ironic that there was an anti-bullying flashmob on the lawn of the legislature the day this bill was introduced. To my mind, you have brought disrepute onto yourselves and the institution you represent. I was trying to defend the institution of our provincial government to my children tonight, suggesting that it rested on a foundation of elected officials acting in a dispassionate way for the benefit of all. I couldn’t. I am shocked. I shouldn’t be, given everything that has happened in the last 10 years, but I’m shocked. I am shocked – no, enraged – that you would enact legislation that essentially attacks my freedom to associate; legislation that, quite frankly, probably runs counter to the Charter of Rights and Freedoms, even though your government’s last Bill of this sort was deemed illegal by the Supreme Court; legislation that does not “put families first” but which threatens families – no, puts a gun to their heads – and says to them: “we will bankrupt you if you have the gall to disagree with us or stand up for your rights”. Lastly, I am disappointed, and if I’m to be honest, I am defeated and demoralized. And I know I’m not alone. And that’s what you wanted, wasn’t it? You don’t want an improved public education system. I would love to challenge you, to defy you, sir, to say otherwise, to come to Claremont and convince me in person that this legislation will improve the public education system in BC, that it will improve the lives of children and their families across this province, by demoralizing and insulting teachers like me, by forcing a foregone, supposedly “mediated” conclusion down our throats. Sadly, you tell these lies every day, and so my challenge is useless. It is a sad day for me, and a sad day for BC. I love my job, I love the kids at Claremont, and I love Victoria, but today I really and truly thought it might be time to find a teaching job back in Ontario. You may say good riddance – we can find someone cheaper than you to do the same job. But I dare you to say that to my students. That is a challenge that perhaps I could make. ------------- My oldest daughter has been reading Animal Farm at school. (Maybe I shouldn’t tell you this – you will think that it is another reason to bring down the public school system…) After our discussion earlier tonight – and believe me when I say I did my utmost best to withhold the vitriol that must be obvious by now that I hold inside – after our family discussion my oldest daughter paused and, honest to God, said something like: “ Dad, the government are kind of like the pigs on the farm, aren’t they…? Once they get to make the rules, they kind of twist things so that they always go their way”. So, I want to thank you, Mr. Abbott. You made me so proud of my daughter tonight that I want to cry. Mark Skanks Claremont Secondary School Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 5:39 PM 21 comments: Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest Sunday, March 4, 2012 Public education - Christy: it's about equality Of all the spin put on the current dispute, one aspect that seems to be getting very little attention is really at the heart of the issue - what level of quality should we provide as a public service? What do the 99% who rely on public (as opposed to private) services deserve? We already have a "two tiered" education system in Canada. Parents who can afford it send their children to private schools. In BC these schools receive public funding - 55% percent of the per student funding, 100% for a student with special needs. In the private system, there is much less debate about what schooling should look like or what schools need. I taught at a private school for a year. Classes were small. My largest class was 18 and that was big. The student/educator ratio was 8:1. The school did not have many students with special needs, but it did have a large ESL populations. They had targeted programs, individualized classes, one on one tutoring, special language labs. Everything needed to allow each and every student reach their full potential. Somehow, our current government doesn't believe public schools should be the same. Somehow, they seem to think it is ok to offer a sub-standard level. They think it is ok for classes to be 30 students (or more). They think it is ok not to offer one-on-one support from specialist teachers. They think it is ok to have crumbling facilities, overcrowded rooms, and second hand computers. I was struck this week with a letter from a parent I know that really captured this element of the debate. Here is her letter to Christy Clark: Dear Christy Clark, I have three poignant questions: 1) Is it true that your son Hamish attends a private school? 2) If so, what is the maximum number of children in his class or classes? 3) How many children with "designated" Special Needs are in Hamish's class or classes? I think it is important for you to reflect on what kind of public education system you would want for your own son (if you were to choose to enrol him in your local public school) I am not sure that you would want young Hamish in an overcrowded classroom with no limits on the number of special need kids in the room. As the Premier of our province, I urge you to put your son in the public system so that you might truly understand the stresses on teachers and students. I am not sure that you have full insight on how poorly public school teachers are being treated and how difficult it is for them to provide quality education under current and proposed legislation. I will look forward to your reply to the above three questions. So far, Christy has not answered. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 1:49 PM 7 comments: Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest Newer Posts Older Posts Home Subscribe to: Posts (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts All Comments Atom All Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ▼  March (12) Bill 22 and Class Size/Class Composition BC Liberals: You reap what you sow... From public to private: a subtle path What is this dispute about? Putting equity last, a... Walk out pamphlet - arguments for full withdrawal ... Teachers debate a response to Bill 22 Lessons from the US - when unions don't strike to ... Lessons from history - legislation and illegal str... How do teachers defeat Bill 22? Critical thinking and Bill 22 - A teacher rebuts G... What is this strike about? A moving letter from a ... Public education - Christy: it's about equality ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=20204,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 3, November/December 2009  Secondary school shop class By Lance Read While visiting my English nephew’s high school in small town Tring, north of London, I saw shop classes full of hand-tools, modern power-tools, low and hi-tech milling machines, plastics molders, and computerized mini-lathes. Meanwhile, here in BC although there are little gems of shop classes scattered around the province, their funds are being eroded and siphoned away as if it is the last thing our kids need to learn. Since the mid-1980s, education journals touted preparing kids for the computerized, high-tech world as we headed further away from the industrial society. We shifted funding toward computer literacy and away from shop classes. We created a generation of kids with heads full of facts for SAT regurgitation, who can’t hammer a nail or do anything useful with their hands away from the computer keyboard. We’ve come to rely heavily on the hand-skills of the Asians. The problem with this is that the Asians are in Asia and of no use to us when our transit buses need fixing, our porch deck needs replacing, our bathroom plumbing is due for an overhaul, or the washing machine starts making that funny squeaking noise. We’ve lost touch with our stuff. What ordinary people—your grandfolks—once made, we now buy; what they once fixed we have repaired, or more commonly just replaced. When it comes to hand skills, we’ve become insanely stupider. Until recently, we expected appliances and power tools to come with a blown-up parts diagram and schematics but now they arrive with esoteric fasteners for a tool we don’t even own as if we dare not even think of exploring a possible simple repair. “And did you want the extended warranty with that?” is a huge money maker for Future-type shops. Thankfully for the few remaining handy-folk, repair manuals are usually available on-line somewhere. We’ve forgotten that productive labour is the foundation of all prosperity and encourage our kids to go for the moneyed, Wall Street meta-work, trafficking in surplus dollars skimmed from other people’s actual hard work. With the collapse of Wall Street, Bay Street, and London’s Square Mile, knowledge workers will become permanently redundant and it becomes mandatory to teach more students to learn to make a useful living with their hands. Technical school enrolment today includes a fast growing population of four-year knowledge degree students who are returning to learn marketable trade skills. Here in BC, for the most part, BCIT and certified community college grads find jobs while more and more university grads are unemployed. My own son spent time in engineering at UVic before switching to BCIT and VVI to become Red-Seal certified as a fire-protection (sprinkler) system technician, which entailed basic blueprint reading, pipe fitting, electricals, and many other hand skills as well as a good whack of brain work. My daughter’s partner, a top academic student, chose BCIT to become a top-notch mechanic. There is nothing wrong with an adequate number of young people studying to be a neurosurgeon, engineer, teacher, concert pianist, or computer programmer if that is their true interest, bent, and talent but there is great harm in not encouraging our kids to learn hand skills and enter the skilled labour trade professions. A case in point I am very proud that one of my own students, Bree Weir, chose to teach shop over any of the many other career choices she would have excelled at. Weir was brilliantly creative in every area of computers from desktop publishing and website development to animation. She was our yearbook editor and school website steward. She played most sports and mentored classmates in every area of study. She was also a star tech-ed student at Citadel Middle School run by the great Ian Wakeling. Bree Weir would have reached the top of any profession she chose from law to surgery, from mechanics to engineering, but she chose BCIT and UBC education and followed in her father’s footsteps (Burnaby South shop teacher Glyn Weir), to assure us there will be someone in future to repair our stuff. I strongly encourage more parents to see the light. We’ll always need electricians, plumbers and house framers, welders, mechanics, and pipefitters. How many office workers will we need now that the phony Wall Street world is gone? It is interesting to note that no BC private school offers, nor has facilities for, hand-skill shop courses; they are all about academic university prep. It is therefore incumbent upon public schools to accept their responsibility in this ever-more important area of study. Let the private schools focus on areas of study which are becoming ever more useless. Lance Read is a retired BC teacher.  Note: Some concepts gleaned from Shop Class as Soulcraft, Matthew B. Crawford, 2009. I highly recommend this book as mandatory reading for the BC Minister of Education and all school trustees.   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Touring a natural gas drilling rig with @MLA Mike Bernier, and Brian from EnCana http://t.co/AifdJ4H07b" @Teresa_Wat - 06:01pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=10156&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 6, May/June 2003 President’s message As Teacher goes to press, Education Minister Christy Clark is on her feet in the Legislative Assembly cheerfully tabling her latest attack on teachers. With Bill 51, the Teaching Profession Amendment Act, she is attempting to eliminate teachers’ ability to govern our own profession. The College of Teachers will no longer be a democratic self-regulating body. Instead, it will become a political instrument of the education minister herself. It’s only the latest evidence that teachers are a target of the B.C. Liberals. First they took away our right to bargain collectively. Then they gutted our collective agreement and imposed a contract they wouldn’t fund. Now we see them attacking our profession itself. At present, 20 people sit on the college’s governing council: 15 are elected by the members and 5 are appointed. Under Bill 51, only 8 people will be elected and 12 will be political appointees chosen by the minister. One will be first nominated by the deans of education and then chosen by the minister, who is required to consult with all education partner groups (except teachers!) in making the appointments. With a majority of politically hand-picked appointees on the college council, where’s the quality assurance for students? By contrast, all of the parallel structures in B.C. are governed by a majority of practitioners in other professions, such as medicine, nursing, and law. College elections are currently in progress. The new bill is going to wipe out the current council and negate the democratic process that’s taking place right now. What’s worse, there’s no timeline indicating when the government should hold new elections. This legislation is a transparent attempt to neutralize teachers, who after all are Clark’s most cogent critics, and to divert attention from the disastrous impact Liberal policies are having throughout the province. With almost 100 schools closed, almost 3,000 fewer teachers, and almost $300 million in funding shortfalls over last year and next, the Liberals are desperate for a diversionary tactic. Neil Worboys)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/rich-coleman/,Rich Coleman for Fort Langley-Aldergrove - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Rich Coleman A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Fort Langley-Aldergrove Support Rich BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media colemancountry last tweet "RT @IAFF18: Please remember all fallen Police Officers across BC and Canada @BCMemorial #RememberTheFallen" @colemancountry - 09:22pm Follow @colemancountry BC Liberal Party last post "The only kind of orange we support around here ;) #BeautifulBritishColumbia " facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 1st Like BC Liberal Party Rich Coleman was re-elected for a fifth term as MLA for Fort Langley-Aldergrove on May 14, 2013. Rich was appointed Deputy Premier and the Minister of Natural Gas Development and Minister Responsible for Housing on June 7th, 2013. He currently vice-chairs the Cabinet Working Group on Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG), and the Priorities and Planning Committee. He is a member of the Treasury Board, the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy, and the Environment and Land Use Committee. Rich’s previous cabinet positions include Minister of Energy, Mines and Natural Gas and Minister Responsible for Housing, Deputy Premier, Minister of Public Safety and Solicitor General and Minister Responsible for Housing, Minister of Housing and Social Development and Minister of Forests and Range. Richard’s dedication and passion for public service was shaped by his parents and father who was a civil servant and a mother who was school teacher. They taught their children that community came first, and that serving others was the noblest thing a person could commit themselves to. That community-first attitude has guided Rich his entire life. Before entering public life, Rich was governor of the BC Kinsmen, president of the Aldergrove Chamber of Commerce, Langley’s 1988 Volunteer of the Year, and a director on several volunteer boards. As a member of the Aldergrove Kinsmen Club in the 1980s, Rich oversaw the volunteer fundraising and construction efforts that built the Aldergrove Kinsmen Community Centre, a vital community facility which houses a preschool, library, workout area, and meeting space. The Club was also involved in building a successful housing project in Aldergrove. Rich is a life member of the Kinsmen. In recognition of his tireless and long-term work in the community, Rich has been awarded both Rotary’s top honour, the Paul Harris Fellowship, and the Kinsmen’s highest honour, the Hal Rogers Fellowship. Rich was the second person ever honoured with the Hal Rogers’ the first being Kin founder Hal Rogers himself. Rich has been elected five times (1996, 2001, 2005, 2009, and 2013) as MLA for Fort Langley-Aldergrove. He and his wife Michele live in the Fraser Valley. Get in touch with Rich Fort Langley-Aldergrove Constituency Office #130-7888-200 Street, Langley, BC V2Y 3J4 Phone: (604) 882-3151 Fax: (604) 882-3154 Victoria Office: Phone: (250) 953-0900 Fax: (250) 953-0927 Email Rich Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=11722&printPage=true,BCTF News Releases  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2007 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE March 7, 2007 BCTF marks International Women's Day Canadian women are under attack by the Harper Conservatives, and on the eve of International Women's Day, March 8, the BC Teachers' Federation is calling on the federal government to restore the cuts it has made to women's programs, resources, and services across the nation. "It is sad to say that we have gone backwards in time," says BCTF President Jinny Sims. "Women made huge gains through the 1980s and the 1990s. But the Harper government's attack has not just halted that progress, it has turned the clock back. In today's society, it's unacceptable that women are losing many of the rights they have earned over the years." Sims says "International Women's Day is an important day in Canada and around the world because it gives us the chance to pause and reflect on the many women who have impacted our lives. But in Canada, it's also a day when we consider the backward steps that have occurred for women. We need to think about the future and the kind of society we want to leave for future generations." Sims says Canada has regressed over the past few years. "The federal government has cut much of the funding that supported women in their struggles and in their advocacy. Many women's centres have closed and some women who are trying to get out of abusive relationships have nowhere to go." Women have made gains, says Sims, but there is still much more work to be done. She points out that Canada's working mothers with young children contribute to the country's economy, yet "cuts to childcare will be a barrier to their full participation in the work force. Quality childcare supports women's employability." Sims says, "The Harper government needs to support working mothers, instead of slashing the very services that allow them to fully contribute to our society." -  30  - For more information, contact Yvonne Eamor, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell).)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "October is #FosterFamilyMonth. Thank you #BC for opening your homes and hearts to more than 5,900 children and youth." @John_Yap - 11:14pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/IssuesInEducation.aspx?id=5642,BCTF > Test and Assessment  	BCTF > Issues in Education  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Issues in Education > Assessment, Evaluation and Reporting Testing and Assessment Testing The misuse and overuse of testing is having a significant impact on teaching and learning. What is the problem? What's to be learned from other jurisdictions? What's a better way? It's not testing, testing, testing... Assessments Your Education Matters, produced by SFU Education, is a TV program featuring roundtable discussions on current issues in education. The April 2008 episode is about assessments. Classroom assessment Teachers must assess, evaluate, and report student progress in relation to the learning outcomes in the prescribed curriculum. Read more in our update on Classroom assessment, evaluation, and reporting. Large-scale assessment Foundation Skills Assessment (FSA)  The Ministry of Education has been administering Foundation Skills Assessment tests to students in Grades 4 and 7 since 2000. The test does not help students learn and does not bring more support to the students who need it most. The test is simply used to rank schools. Go to our Foundation Skills Assessment page for more information. Program for International Student Assessment (PISA)  Canadian students placed an impressive third in the OECD's PISA 2009 results released in December 2010. Provincial exams  As part of the new Graduation Program requirements, students have to write five required provincial exams. Grade 10 and 11 exams  Many teachers and parents are concerned that provincial exams at the Grade 10 level could mean a decline in the graduation rate. Here's what some of the research shows. Read more: Backgrounder on Grades 10 and 11 provincial exams  Backgrounder on school and district-wide testing  Report cards The Federation, its PSAs and locals, argued against standardized provincial report cards and prevailed. The brief, BCTF response to the draft standardized provincial report card templates, was submitted to the minister of education in April 2004. School boards can still adopt their own report cards as long as they meet the requirements in the revised Student Progress Report Order.  Most school districts are currently holding discussions and making decisions about new report card formats. The Federation has worked with its Primary PSA to develop specific advice on Primary report card formats. There is some confusion about what is required and not required by the new ministry policy. The BCTF has developed Frequently Asked Questions documents for Primary, Intermediate, and Middle School report cards. About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7124,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 1, September 2005 Teachers' pension plan Two definitions for spouse Two definitions of spouse are used to administer your benefits in retirement—one for pension benefits and one for post-retirement group benefits (i.e., health and dental). The 2004–05 retirement seminars may have caused some confusion around these definitions, so we would like to clarify what they are and how they are used. The definition of "spouse" for pension benefit purposes comes from the Pension Benefits Standards Act (PBSA). In this case, spouse means: • the person you are legally married to and who, for the two-year period immediately before the relevant time (e.g., retirement or death), you were not living separate from OR • if the first bullet does not apply, the person, of the same or opposite sex, who has lived and cohabitated with you in a marriage-like relationship for the two-year period immediately before the relevant time. This means that if you are legally married and have not been separated for two or more years, your legal spouse is your spouse for pension purposes. A common-law spouse is your spouse for pension purposes, if you have lived together for at least the last two years before your retirement or death. The Teachers’ Pension Plan uses this definition, in compliance with the PBSA, when determining a member’s options at retirement and/or entitlements in the event of a member’s death prior to retirement. In contrast, post-retirement group benefits (such as health and dental) are not pension benefits and not subject to the PBSA. The definition of "spouse" for post-retirement group benefit purposes comes from the contracts negotiated by the pension board of trustees with the health benefits carrier (i.e., Pacific Blue Cross). In this case, a spouse is: ...a person of the same or opposite sex to whom you are married or living with in a marriage-like relationship. Note that the post-retirement group benefit contracts also provide that: If you are in a common-law relationship: • you must live together for 12 months before applying for [post-retirement] dental and/or extended health benefits coverage for your spouse (unless you are claiming your spouse’s children as dependants on your income tax return). • you may be required to provide proof that you have been living in a common-law relationship for 12 months or more. If you leave one common-law relationship and enter another, you must wait 12 months after cancelling [post-retirement group benefit] coverage for your first spouse and dependants before you can enroll another spouse and other dependants. Your spouse is not entitled to [post retirement group] benefits if they are separated from you for other than health reasons. The post-retirement group benefits definition is used to determine a person’s eligibility for post-retirement extended health or dental benefits coverage only. (Your extended health (EHB) and dental benefits are not pension benefits. You may choose to enrol or not enrol yourself, your spouse, and your dependants in these benefits, and they are not guaranteed to continue into the future.) If you have any questions about these definitions, please contact the Teachers’ Pension Plan at 1-800-356-8977. Changes to TPP enrolment rules Effective July 1, 2005, the enrolment rules for the Teachers’ Pension Plan changed. • New employees hired on or after July 1, 2005—All employees, including those employed in a less-than-half-time capacity, must be immediately enrolled in the Teachers’ Pension Plan, and will no longer be allowed to opt out of enrolling in the plan. • Existing employees as of July 1, 2005—Employees who had previously waived enrolment in the plan must also be enrolled effective July 1, 2005. These employees cannot be retroactively enrolled to their employment start date, and they are not eligible to purchase their prior non-contributory periods of service. The new rule will simplify enrolment for employers and their employees, and will make pension benefits available to all teachers, no matter what their employment status. 10+1 Reasons to attend a pension seminar You can learn the basics about the Teachers’ Pension Plan (TPP). You can learn the advantage of purchasing your maternity/ parental leave of absence. You can find out how much your pension is worth. You can find out how to increase your pension benefits. You can find out what happens to your pension if you take a leave of absence, terminate employment as a teacher, or die before retirement. You can find out how Canada Pension Plan and Old Age Security benefits effect your TPP benefits. You can find out what health benefits are available to you on retirement through the TPP. You can learn how to access TPP information on the Internet. You can find out how the TPP is governed and administered. You can attend with your spouse and/or colleagues and follow up the seminar session with an outing to a good restaurant. You can stop procrastinating—learn about your pension and think about your retirement years. For more information about the TPP, attend a pension seminar this year. The upcoming seminars are listed in each issue of Teacher or check the BCTF web site at www.bctf.ca/pensions/PenionSeminars.html. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141006,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/multimedia/mediaframe.cfm?asset=,Error Occurred While Processing Request The web site you are accessing has experienced an unexpected error. Please contact the website administrator. The following information is meant for the website developer for debugging purposes. Error Occurred While Processing Request Error Executing Database Query. [Macromedia][SequeLink JDBC Driver][ODBC Socket][Microsoft][ODBC Microsoft Access Driver] Syntax error (missing operator) in query expression 'AssetIndex ='.   Resources: Enable Robust Exception Information to provide greater detail about the source of errors. In the Administrator, click Debugging & Logging > Debug Output Settings, and select the Robust Exception Information option. Check the ColdFusion documentation to verify that you are using the correct syntax. Search the Knowledge Base to find a solution to your problem. Browser   Mozilla/5.0 (compatible; archive.org_bot; Archive-It; +http://archive-it.org/files/site-owners.html) Remote Address   207.241.226.78 Referrer   http://www.bctf.ca/multimedia/OpenAssetWindow.cfm?asset=76 Date/Time   06-Oct-14 04:10 PM)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13652,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 1997 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 10, Number 1, September 1997 Put Your 'Kids' on Air by Michael Boucher The Knowledge Network is pleased to announce a new initiative this fall that will enliven as well as enrich learning and television for children. The emphasis will be on personalizing the viewing experience of young British Columbians through storytelling. Children from across the province will be able to write and share their stories “on air.” The segments will be entitled KIDS FIRST! SHORTS. Our aim will be to transform children’s viewing from a passive into an active experience. A modern dilemma In Canada, recent statistics support the view that young people spend more time watching television than they do in school. What are the implications if this is so? Studies may conflict but one thing is certain; television’s commercial impact is unrivaled. Logo branding is perhaps the most obvious demonstration of its success. Like it or not, the expanding multichannel universe has to sell advertising and lots of it! It’s no secret that most commercial and some specialty services have specifically targeted children and youth as the “new burgeoning billion dollar marketplace.” Accompanying their highly aggressive advertising is programming content with questionable social, educational, and entertainment values. In Canada alone this fall, many of the specialty channels including YTV have won approval to increase their advertising by 50% per hour. Minding what children watch on TV is going to be an even more difficult responsibility for those who care. Knowledge Network’s response Within this competitive, commercial maze, the Knowledge Network, B.C.’s public educational broadcaster, is trying to address the imbalance with an approach that we believe is both innovative and engaging for our young viewers. Knowledge Network seeks to provide an inviting doorway for children to enter and discover the world around and far beyond them. KIDS FIRST! places children first when defining B.C.’s future. It is a three-hour, non-violent, commercial-free time slot, every morning from 07:00 to 10:00 on the Knowledge Network. Its primary focus is literacy—whether it is introducing preschoolers to the fundamentals of English or interacting with older children reflecting their very own ideas, through their short stories, poems, riddles, jokes, and art work. The format of the time slot is interactive and emphasizes creativity. Children from across B.C. will be able to send their submissions through mail, fax, and e-mail. The KIDS FIRST! broadcast will be complemented by an animated Web site. KIDS FIRST! will be targeted for children from ages 2 to 10. What will it look like? Our setting will be a magical blimp driven by our two hosts, Zoe and Zack, who will read selected submissions as they fly over B.C. in a virtual landscape. On occasion there will be guest appearances from young viewers who send their submissions. As one can imagine, the sky is the limit! How can you get involved? What will make the KIDS FIRST! SHORTS especially distinctive will be their unique focus on B.C.’s rich heritage and its many diverse communities. We will make a special point of featuring the more remote areas of our great province. With this as a foundation, there’s no limit to the themes we will be able to cover from First Peoples, environment, safety, conflict resolution, cultural understanding—the list goes on. If you’d like your class to be involved on an individual basis or with any group projects this upcoming year, we welcome your submissions. For preschoolers who are unable to write, we are asking parents or caregivers to spend that extra time to write their story or send in their art work. It doesn’t have to be perfectly coherent or logical. In the end, the whole idea is to personalize the viewing experience for young British Columbians. Empowering children to share and celebrate their reflections transforms the viewing experience from a passive experience to an active one. It’s the kind of engaging television that will entice them to tune in even when caregivers are not minding the set. Come on board and make a difference! For those living in the Lower Mainland, the Vancouver Sun will be publishing some of these submissions in the KIDS FIRST! section. Our future lies in outreach and community-based partnerships that positively empower children. I would like to thank the B.C. Teachers’ Federation for their continued support in this unique and meaningful partnership to educate and empower B.C.’s young citizens. Write to: KIDS FIRST! Club, Box 4111, Vancouver, BC V6B 3Z6 KIDS FIRST! SHORTS launch date—Saturday, September 13 at 09:00 To become an online KIDS FIRST! Club member, visit http://www.ola.bc.ca/knowledge Michael Boucher is the program manager for children, youth, and family on the Knowledge Network. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/contacts.cfm?page=presidents&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true,BCTF Contacts Home E-mail Lists Links A to Z Index Contact Us Help SITE SEARCH Quick Links BCTF formsBCTF NewsFrançaisLabour linksPensionsTeacher NewsmagazineTeaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Contact Us > Local Presidents Local Presidents and Contact Information Sorted by local number. Click here for sort by local name. *Sublocal       O: Office   OF: Office Fax 1 Fernie District Teachers' Association Christina Smith Box 10 Fernie, BC  V0B 1M0 O: 250-423-3333 OF: 250-423-6134 lp01@bctf.ca 2 Cranbrook District Teachers' Association Shelley Balfour 304-105 9th Avenue South Cranbrook, BC  V1C 2M1 O: 250-489-3717 OF: 250-489-3727 lp02@bctf.ca 3 Kimberley Teachers' Association Sally Struthers 201-144 Deer Park Avenue Kimberley, BC  V1A 2J4 O: 250-432-9729 OF: N/A lp03@bctf.ca 4 Windermere Teachers' Association Doug Murray Box 478 Invermere, BC  V0A 1K0 O: 250-341-5158 OF: N/A lp04@bctf.ca 7 Nelson District Teachers' Association Paul Boscariol PO Box 1012 Nelson, BC  V1L 6A5 O: 250-354-4142 OF: 250-354-1558 lp07@bctf.ca 10 Arrow Lakes Teachers' Association Ric Bardati Box 422 New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0 O: 250-265-7062 OF: N/A lp10@bctf.ca 17 Princeton District Teachers' Union Robert Tarswell Box 1019 Princeton, BC  V0X 1W0 O: 250-295-6684 OF: 250-295-6684 lp17@bctf.ca 18 Golden Teachers' Association Mike Archibald Box 430 Golden, BC  V0A 1H0 O: 250-344-5885 OF: 250-344-5890 lp18@bctf.ca 19 Revelstoke Teachers' Association Jennifer Wolney Box 72 Revelstoke, BC  V0E 2S0 O: 250-837-2255 OF: 250-837-2255 lp19@bctf.ca 20 Kootenay Columbia Teachers' Union Andy Davidoff 1657 Hwy 3A Castlegar, BC  V1N 4N5 O: 250-364-1740 OF: 250-364-1750 lp20@bctf.ca 22 Vernon Teachers' Association Heather Malcolm 4004 31st Street Vernon, BC  V1T 5J6 O: 250-542-0456 OF: 250-542-0564 lp22@bctf.ca 23 Central Okanagan Teachers' Association Susan Bauhart 210-1751 Harvey Avenue Kelowna, BC  V1Y 6G4 O: 250-860-3866 OF: 250-862-3024 lp23@bctf.ca 27 Cariboo-Chilcotin Teachers' Association Murray Helmer 124D North 2nd Avenue Williams Lake, BC  V2G 1Z6 O: 250-398-7221 OF: 250-398-5913 lp27@bctf.ca 28 Quesnel District Teachers' Association Lisa Kishkan Box 4643 Quesnel, BC  V2J 3J8 O: 250-992-3737 OF: 250-992-3638 lp28@bctf.ca 31 Nicola Valley Teachers' Union Peter Vogt Box 849 Merritt, BC  V1K 1B8 O: 250-378-5060 OF: 250-378-5060 lp31@bctf.ca 33 Chilliwack Teachers' Association Clint Johnston 203-45970 Airport Road Chilliwack, BC  V2P 1A2 O: 604-792-9233 OF: 604-792-9389 lp33@bctf.ca 34 Abbotsford District Teachers' Association Doug Smuland 2570 Cyril Street Abbotsford, BC  V2S 2G2 O: 604-854-1946 OF: 604-850-5100 lp34@bctf.ca 35 Langley Teachers' Association Gail Chaddock Costello 100-5786 Glover Road Langley, BC  V3A 4H9 O: 604-533-1618 OF: 604-533-1400 lp35@bctf.ca 36 Surrey Teachers' Association Jennifer Wadge 201-9030 King George Boulevard Surrey, BC  V3V 7Y3 O: 604-594-5353 OF: 604-594-5176 lp36@bctf.ca 37 Delta Teachers' Association Paul Steer 110-4977 Trenant St Delta, BC  V4K 2K5 O: 604-946-0391 OF: 604-946-1629 lp37@bctf.ca 38 Richmond Teachers' Association Al Klassen 210-7360 Westminster Hwy Richmond, BC  V6X 1A1 O: 604-278-2539 OF: 604-278-4320 lp38@bctf.ca 392 Vancouver Secondary Teachers' Association Debbie Pawluk 2915 Commercial Drive Vancouver, BC  V5N 4C8 O: 604-873-5570 OF: 604-873-3916 lp392@bctf.ca 391 Vancouver Elementary School Teachers' Association Dan Graves 2915 Commercial Dr Vancouver, BC  V5N 4C8 O: 604-873-8378 OF: 604-873-2652 lp391@bctf.ca 40 New Westminster Teachers' Union Grant Osborne 607 Columbia St New Westminster, BC  V3M 1A7 O: 604-526-8990 OF: 604-526-8912 lp40@bctf.ca 41 Burnaby Teachers' Association Rae Figursky 115-3993 Henning Drive Burnaby, BC  V5C 6P7 O: 604 294-8141 OF: 604 294-9846 lp41@bctf.ca 42 Maple Ridge Teachers' Association George Serra 11771 Fraser Street Maple Ridge, BC  V2X 6C6 O: 604-467-2111 OF: 604-467-0815 lp42@bctf.ca 43 Coquitlam Teachers' Association Charley King 208-2502 St. Johns Street Port Moody, BC  V3H 2B4 O: 604-936-9971 OF: 604-936-7515 lp43@bctf.ca 44 North Vancouver Teachers' Association Carolyn Pena 100 - 133 West 17th Street North Vancouver, BC  V7M 1V5 O: 604 988-3224 OF: 604 980-8092 lp44@bctf.ca 45 West Vancouver Teachers' Association Rob Millard 4915 Marine Drive West Vancouver, BC  V7W 2P5 O: 604-926-1617 OF: 604-926-1119 lp45@bctf.ca 46 Sunshine Coast Teachers' Association Louise Herle Box 951 Sechelt, BC  V0N 3A0 O: 604-885-7944 OF: 604-885-9837 lp46@bctf.ca 47 Powell River District Teachers' Association Cathy Fisher 201-4400 Marine Avenue Powell River, BC  V8A 2K1 O: 604-485-5212 OF: 604-485-2882 lp47@bctf.ca 48 Sea to Sky Teachers' Association Carl Walker 104-40775 Tantalus Rd Squamish, BC  V8B 0N2 O: 604-892-3056 OF: 604-892-2296 lp48@bctf.ca 49 Central Coast Teachers' Association Marc Hedges Box 253 Hagensborg, BC  V0T 1H0 O: 250-982-2354 OF: 250-982-2354 lp49@bctf.ca 50 Haida Gwaii Teachers' Association Jennifer Jury c/o PO Box 325 Queen Charlotte City, BC  V0T 1S0 O: 250-637-1805 OF: N/A lp50@bctf.ca 51 Boundary District Teachers' Association Norm Sabourin Box 634, 1815D Central Ave Grand Forks, BC  V0H 1H0 O: 250-442-3330 OF: N/A lp51@bctf.ca 52 Prince Rupert District Teachers' Union Kathy Murphy c/o Fisherman's Hall, 869 Fraser Street Prince Rupert, BC  V8J 1R1 O: 250-627-1700 OF: 250-624-6784 lp52@bctf.ca 53 South Okanagan Similkameen Teachers' Union Sylvia Slater Box 1586 Oliver, BC  V0H 1T0 O: 250-498-2255 OF: N/A lp53@bctf.ca 54 Bulkley Valley Teachers' Union Ilona Weiss PO Box 2137, 3772 C 1st Ave Smithers, BC  V0J 2N0 O: 250-847-3127 OF: 250-847-3123 lp54@bctf.ca 55 Burns Lake District Teachers' Union Kathryn Warren Box 464 Burns Lake, BC  V0J 1E0 O: 250-692-7932 OF: 250-692-7597 lp55@bctf.ca 56 Nechako Teachers' Union Thomas Thalheimer Box 978 Vanderhoof, BC  V0J 3A0 O: 250-567-5040 OF: 250-567-5060 lp56@bctf.ca 571 Prince George District Teachers' Association Tina Cousins 101-1968 Queensway Prince George, BC  V2L 1M2 O: 250-562-7214 OF: 250-562-5743 lp571@bctf.ca 572 Mackenzie Teachers' Association* Shannon Pride Box 1836 Mackenzie, BC  V0J 2C0 O: 250-997-6340 OF: N/A lp572@bctf.ca 573 McBride-Valemount Teachers' Association* Jennifer L'Arrivee 2265 Red Tail Road Mcbride, BC  V0J 2E0 O: 250-569-2295 OF: N/A lp573@bctf.ca 591 Peace River South Teachers' Association Lorraine MacKay Box 145 Dawson Creek, BC  V1G 4G3 O: 250-782-1284 OF: 250-782-1280 lp591@bctf.ca 592 Chetwynd Teachers' Association* Leanne Robertson Box 2665 Chetwynd, BC  V0C 1J0 O: 250-788-2267 OF: 250-788-9729 lp592@bctf.ca 593 Tumbler Ridge Teachers' Association* Karen Edwards 127 Gwillim Crescent, Box 1003 Tumbler Ridge, BC  V0C 2W0 O: 250-242-5281 OF: 250-242-5785 lp593@bctf.ca 60 Peace River North Teachers' Association Michele Wiebe Box 6057 Fort St John, BC  V1J 4H6 O: 250-785-8881 OF: 250-785-8881 lp60@bctf.ca 61 Greater Victoria Teachers' Association Bénula Larsen 965 Alston Street Victoria, BC  V9A 3S5 O: 250-595-0181 OF: 250-595-0189 lp61@bctf.ca 62 Sooke Teachers' Association Ian Johnson 201-716 Goldstream Avenue Victoria, BC  V9B 2X3 O: 250-474-3181 OF: 250-474-5555 lp62@bctf.ca 63 Saanich Teachers' Association Mark Skanks 6843 Central Saanich Road Saanichton, BC  V8Z 5V4 O: 778-426-1426 OF: 778-426-0716 lp63@bctf.ca 64 Gulf Islands Teachers' Association Deborah Nostdal Box 537 Salt Spring Island, BC  V8K 2W2 O: 250-537-4990 OF: 250-537-4990 lp64@bctf.ca 65 Cowichan District Teachers' Association Naomi Nilsson 201-394 Duncan Street Duncan, BC  V9L 3W4 O: 250-748-2251 OF: 250-748-5243 lp65@bctf.ca 66 Lake Cowichan Teachers' Association Chris Rolls 5610 West Riverbottom Rd Duncan, BC  V9L 6H9 O: 250-748-0011 OF: N/A lp66@bctf.ca 67 Okanagan Skaha Teachers' Union Leslea Woodward 697 Martin Street Penticton, BC  V2A 5L5 O: 250-492-4915 OF: 250-492-5540 lp67@bctf.ca 68 Nanaimo District Teachers' Association Mike Ball 3137 Barons Road Nanaimo, BC  V9T 5W5 O: 250-756-1237 OF: 250-756-0188 lp68@bctf.ca 69 Mount Arrowsmith Teachers' Association Debbie Morran Box 1286 Parksville, BC  V9P 2H3 O: 250-248-3496 OF: 250-248-3440 lp69@bctf.ca 701 Alberni District Teachers' Union Ken Zydyk 4913 Argyle Street Port Alberni, BC  V9Y 1V6 O: 250-724-5021 OF: 250-724-0442 lp701@bctf.ca 71 Comox District Teachers' Association Nick Moore 491 4th Street Ste. C Courtenay, BC  V9N 1G9 O: 250-338-1461 OF: 250-338-1657 lp71@bctf.ca 72 Campbell River District Teachers' Association Dave Harper 202-871 Island Hwy Campbell River, BC  V9W 2C2 O: 250-286-1663 OF: 250-286-1679 lp72@bctf.ca 73 Kamloops Thompson Teachers' Association David Komljenovic 202/204-1157 12th Street Kamloops, BC  V2B 7L2 O: 250-554-1223 OF: 250-554-1311 lp73@bctf.ca 74 Gold Trail Teachers' Association Cameron Rittinger Box 1437 Ashcroft, BC  V0K 1A0 O: 250-453-2696 OF: 250-453-2696 lp74@bctf.ca 75 Mission Teachers' Union Mark Bradshaw 100-33344 2nd Ave Mission, BC  V2V 1K3 O: 604-826-0112 OF: 604-826-3435 lp75@bctf.ca 78 Fraser-Cascade Teachers' Association Lynne Marvell Unit E, Box 1238 Hope, BC  V0X 1L0 O: 604-869-9383 OF: 604-869-3236 lp78@bctf.ca 80 Kitimat District Teachers' Association Kim Meyer 233 Enterprise Avenue Kitimat, BC  V8C 2C8 O: 250-632-3109 OF: 250-632-3108 lp80@bctf.ca 81 Fort Nelson District Teachers' Association Greg Gerwing Box 2031 Fort Nelson, BC  V0C 1R0 O: 250-775-1824 OF: N/A lp81@bctf.ca 83 North Okanagan-Shuswap Teachers' Association Brenda O'Dell Box 187 Salmon Arm, BC  V1E 4N3 O: 250-832-1933 OF: 250-832-4592 lp83@bctf.ca 84 Vancouver Island West Teachers' Union Ryan Meise PO Box 137 Gold River, BC  V0P 1G0 O: 250-283-9081 OF: N/A lp84@bctf.ca 85 Vancouver Island North Teachers' Association Shawn Gough Box 5151, 6855 Market St Port Hardy, BC  V0N 2P0 O: 250-949-8888 OF: 250-949-8882 lp85@bctf.ca 862 Kootenay Lake Teachers' Association* Cam Zuk Box 671 Kaslo, BC  V0G 1M0 O: 250-353-2227 OF: N/A lp862@bctf.ca 861 Creston Valley Teachers' Association Becky Blair 1001 Railway Boulevard Creston, BC  V0B 1G3 O: 250-428-7006 OF: 250-428-8602 lp861@bctf.ca 87 Stikine Teachers' Association Asa Berg c/o Asa Berg, Box 469 Atlin, BC  V0W 1A0 O: 250-651-7820 OF: 250-651-7820 lp87@bctf.ca 881 Terrace District Teachers' Union Cathy Lambright 4733 Park Avenue Terrace, BC  V8G 1W2 O: 250-635-4659 OF: N/A lp881@bctf.ca 882 Upper Skeena Teachers* Joslyn Bagg Box 562 New Hazelton, BC  V0J 2Y0 O: 250-842-6613 OF: N/A lp882@bctf.ca 92 Nisga'a Teachers' Union Richard Hotson Box 226 New Aiyansh, BC  V0J 1A0 O: 250-633-2571 OF: 250-633-2574 lp92@bctf.ca 93 SEPF Sylvie Liechtele 100-550 West 6th Avenue Vancouver, BC  V5Z 4P2 O: 604-871-1866 OF: N/A lp93@bctf.ca About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy Close Window Print Page   Local Presidents and Contact Information Sorted by local number. Click here for sort by local name. *Sublocal       O: Office   OF: Office Fax 1 Fernie District Teachers' Association Christina Smith Box 10 Fernie, BC  V0B 1M0 O: 250-423-3333 OF: 250-423-6134 lp01@bctf.ca 2 Cranbrook District Teachers' Association Shelley Balfour 304-105 9th Avenue South Cranbrook, BC  V1C 2M1 O: 250-489-3717 OF: 250-489-3727 lp02@bctf.ca 3 Kimberley Teachers' Association Sally Struthers 201-144 Deer Park Avenue Kimberley, BC  V1A 2J4 O: 250-432-9729 OF: N/A lp03@bctf.ca 4 Windermere Teachers' Association Doug Murray Box 478 Invermere, BC  V0A 1K0 O: 250-341-5158 OF: N/A lp04@bctf.ca 7 Nelson District Teachers' Association Paul Boscariol PO Box 1012 Nelson, BC  V1L 6A5 O: 250-354-4142 OF: 250-354-1558 lp07@bctf.ca 10 Arrow Lakes Teachers' Association Ric Bardati Box 422 New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0 O: 250-265-7062 OF: N/A lp10@bctf.ca 17 Princeton District Teachers' Union Robert Tarswell Box 1019 Princeton, BC  V0X 1W0 O: 250-295-6684 OF: 250-295-6684 lp17@bctf.ca 18 Golden Teachers' Association Mike Archibald Box 430 Golden, BC  V0A 1H0 O: 250-344-5885 OF: 250-344-5890 lp18@bctf.ca 19 Revelstoke Teachers' Association Jennifer Wolney Box 72 Revelstoke, BC  V0E 2S0 O: 250-837-2255 OF: 250-837-2255 lp19@bctf.ca 20 Kootenay Columbia Teachers' Union Andy Davidoff 1657 Hwy 3A Castlegar, BC  V1N 4N5 O: 250-364-1740 OF: 250-364-1750 lp20@bctf.ca 22 Vernon Teachers' Association Heather Malcolm 4004 31st Street Vernon, BC  V1T 5J6 O: 250-542-0456 OF: 250-542-0564 lp22@bctf.ca 23 Central Okanagan Teachers' Association Susan Bauhart 210-1751 Harvey Avenue Kelowna, BC  V1Y 6G4 O: 250-860-3866 OF: 250-862-3024 lp23@bctf.ca 27 Cariboo-Chilcotin Teachers' Association Murray Helmer 124D North 2nd Avenue Williams Lake, BC  V2G 1Z6 O: 250-398-7221 OF: 250-398-5913 lp27@bctf.ca 28 Quesnel District Teachers' Association Lisa Kishkan Box 4643 Quesnel, BC  V2J 3J8 O: 250-992-3737 OF: 250-992-3638 lp28@bctf.ca 31 Nicola Valley Teachers' Union Peter Vogt Box 849 Merritt, BC  V1K 1B8 O: 250-378-5060 OF: 250-378-5060 lp31@bctf.ca 33 Chilliwack Teachers' Association Clint Johnston 203-45970 Airport Road Chilliwack, BC  V2P 1A2 O: 604-792-9233 OF: 604-792-9389 lp33@bctf.ca 34 Abbotsford District Teachers' Association Doug Smuland 2570 Cyril Street Abbotsford, BC  V2S 2G2 O: 604-854-1946 OF: 604-850-5100 lp34@bctf.ca 35 Langley Teachers' Association Gail Chaddock Costello 100-5786 Glover Road Langley, BC  V3A 4H9 O: 604-533-1618 OF: 604-533-1400 lp35@bctf.ca 36 Surrey Teachers' Association Jennifer Wadge 201-9030 King George Boulevard Surrey, BC  V3V 7Y3 O: 604-594-5353 OF: 604-594-5176 lp36@bctf.ca 37 Delta Teachers' Association Paul Steer 110-4977 Trenant St Delta, BC  V4K 2K5 O: 604-946-0391 OF: 604-946-1629 lp37@bctf.ca 38 Richmond Teachers' Association Al Klassen 210-7360 Westminster Hwy Richmond, BC  V6X 1A1 O: 604-278-2539 OF: 604-278-4320 lp38@bctf.ca 392 Vancouver Secondary Teachers' Association Debbie Pawluk 2915 Commercial Drive Vancouver, BC  V5N 4C8 O: 604-873-5570 OF: 604-873-3916 lp392@bctf.ca 391 Vancouver Elementary School Teachers' Association Dan Graves 2915 Commercial Dr Vancouver, BC  V5N 4C8 O: 604-873-8378 OF: 604-873-2652 lp391@bctf.ca 40 New Westminster Teachers' Union Grant Osborne 607 Columbia St New Westminster, BC  V3M 1A7 O: 604-526-8990 OF: 604-526-8912 lp40@bctf.ca 41 Burnaby Teachers' Association Rae Figursky 115-3993 Henning Drive Burnaby, BC  V5C 6P7 O: 604 294-8141 OF: 604 294-9846 lp41@bctf.ca 42 Maple Ridge Teachers' Association George Serra 11771 Fraser Street Maple Ridge, BC  V2X 6C6 O: 604-467-2111 OF: 604-467-0815 lp42@bctf.ca 43 Coquitlam Teachers' Association Charley King 208-2502 St. Johns Street Port Moody, BC  V3H 2B4 O: 604-936-9971 OF: 604-936-7515 lp43@bctf.ca 44 North Vancouver Teachers' Association Carolyn Pena 100 - 133 West 17th Street North Vancouver, BC  V7M 1V5 O: 604 988-3224 OF: 604 980-8092 lp44@bctf.ca 45 West Vancouver Teachers' Association Rob Millard 4915 Marine Drive West Vancouver, BC  V7W 2P5 O: 604-926-1617 OF: 604-926-1119 lp45@bctf.ca 46 Sunshine Coast Teachers' Association Louise Herle Box 951 Sechelt, BC  V0N 3A0 O: 604-885-7944 OF: 604-885-9837 lp46@bctf.ca 47 Powell River District Teachers' Association Cathy Fisher 201-4400 Marine Avenue Powell River, BC  V8A 2K1 O: 604-485-5212 OF: 604-485-2882 lp47@bctf.ca 48 Sea to Sky Teachers' Association Carl Walker 104-40775 Tantalus Rd Squamish, BC  V8B 0N2 O: 604-892-3056 OF: 604-892-2296 lp48@bctf.ca 49 Central Coast Teachers' Association Marc Hedges Box 253 Hagensborg, BC  V0T 1H0 O: 250-982-2354 OF: 250-982-2354 lp49@bctf.ca 50 Haida Gwaii Teachers' Association Jennifer Jury c/o PO Box 325 Queen Charlotte City, BC  V0T 1S0 O: 250-637-1805 OF: N/A lp50@bctf.ca 51 Boundary District Teachers' Association Norm Sabourin Box 634, 1815D Central Ave Grand Forks, BC  V0H 1H0 O: 250-442-3330 OF: N/A lp51@bctf.ca 52 Prince Rupert District Teachers' Union Kathy Murphy c/o Fisherman's Hall, 869 Fraser Street Prince Rupert, BC  V8J 1R1 O: 250-627-1700 OF: 250-624-6784 lp52@bctf.ca 53 South Okanagan Similkameen Teachers' Union Sylvia Slater Box 1586 Oliver, BC  V0H 1T0 O: 250-498-2255 OF: N/A lp53@bctf.ca 54 Bulkley Valley Teachers' Union Ilona Weiss PO Box 2137, 3772 C 1st Ave Smithers, BC  V0J 2N0 O: 250-847-3127 OF: 250-847-3123 lp54@bctf.ca 55 Burns Lake District Teachers' Union Kathryn Warren Box 464 Burns Lake, BC  V0J 1E0 O: 250-692-7932 OF: 250-692-7597 lp55@bctf.ca 56 Nechako Teachers' Union Thomas Thalheimer Box 978 Vanderhoof, BC  V0J 3A0 O: 250-567-5040 OF: 250-567-5060 lp56@bctf.ca 571 Prince George District Teachers' Association Tina Cousins 101-1968 Queensway Prince George, BC  V2L 1M2 O: 250-562-7214 OF: 250-562-5743 lp571@bctf.ca 572 Mackenzie Teachers' Association* Shannon Pride Box 1836 Mackenzie, BC  V0J 2C0 O: 250-997-6340 OF: N/A lp572@bctf.ca 573 McBride-Valemount Teachers' Association* Jennifer L'Arrivee 2265 Red Tail Road Mcbride, BC  V0J 2E0 O: 250-569-2295 OF: N/A lp573@bctf.ca 591 Peace River South Teachers' Association Lorraine MacKay Box 145 Dawson Creek, BC  V1G 4G3 O: 250-782-1284 OF: 250-782-1280 lp591@bctf.ca 592 Chetwynd Teachers' Association* Leanne Robertson Box 2665 Chetwynd, BC  V0C 1J0 O: 250-788-2267 OF: 250-788-9729 lp592@bctf.ca 593 Tumbler Ridge Teachers' Association* Karen Edwards 127 Gwillim Crescent, Box 1003 Tumbler Ridge, BC  V0C 2W0 O: 250-242-5281 OF: 250-242-5785 lp593@bctf.ca 60 Peace River North Teachers' Association Michele Wiebe Box 6057 Fort St John, BC  V1J 4H6 O: 250-785-8881 OF: 250-785-8881 lp60@bctf.ca 61 Greater Victoria Teachers' Association Bénula Larsen 965 Alston Street Victoria, BC  V9A 3S5 O: 250-595-0181 OF: 250-595-0189 lp61@bctf.ca 62 Sooke Teachers' Association Ian Johnson 201-716 Goldstream Avenue Victoria, BC  V9B 2X3 O: 250-474-3181 OF: 250-474-5555 lp62@bctf.ca 63 Saanich Teachers' Association Mark Skanks 6843 Central Saanich Road Saanichton, BC  V8Z 5V4 O: 778-426-1426 OF: 778-426-0716 lp63@bctf.ca 64 Gulf Islands Teachers' Association Deborah Nostdal Box 537 Salt Spring Island, BC  V8K 2W2 O: 250-537-4990 OF: 250-537-4990 lp64@bctf.ca 65 Cowichan District Teachers' Association Naomi Nilsson 201-394 Duncan Street Duncan, BC  V9L 3W4 O: 250-748-2251 OF: 250-748-5243 lp65@bctf.ca 66 Lake Cowichan Teachers' Association Chris Rolls 5610 West Riverbottom Rd Duncan, BC  V9L 6H9 O: 250-748-0011 OF: N/A lp66@bctf.ca 67 Okanagan Skaha Teachers' Union Leslea Woodward 697 Martin Street Penticton, BC  V2A 5L5 O: 250-492-4915 OF: 250-492-5540 lp67@bctf.ca 68 Nanaimo District Teachers' Association Mike Ball 3137 Barons Road Nanaimo, BC  V9T 5W5 O: 250-756-1237 OF: 250-756-0188 lp68@bctf.ca 69 Mount Arrowsmith Teachers' Association Debbie Morran Box 1286 Parksville, BC  V9P 2H3 O: 250-248-3496 OF: 250-248-3440 lp69@bctf.ca 701 Alberni District Teachers' Union Ken Zydyk 4913 Argyle Street Port Alberni, BC  V9Y 1V6 O: 250-724-5021 OF: 250-724-0442 lp701@bctf.ca 71 Comox District Teachers' Association Nick Moore 491 4th Street Ste. C Courtenay, BC  V9N 1G9 O: 250-338-1461 OF: 250-338-1657 lp71@bctf.ca 72 Campbell River District Teachers' Association Dave Harper 202-871 Island Hwy Campbell River, BC  V9W 2C2 O: 250-286-1663 OF: 250-286-1679 lp72@bctf.ca 73 Kamloops Thompson Teachers' Association David Komljenovic 202/204-1157 12th Street Kamloops, BC  V2B 7L2 O: 250-554-1223 OF: 250-554-1311 lp73@bctf.ca 74 Gold Trail Teachers' Association Cameron Rittinger Box 1437 Ashcroft, BC  V0K 1A0 O: 250-453-2696 OF: 250-453-2696 lp74@bctf.ca 75 Mission Teachers' Union Mark Bradshaw 100-33344 2nd Ave Mission, BC  V2V 1K3 O: 604-826-0112 OF: 604-826-3435 lp75@bctf.ca 78 Fraser-Cascade Teachers' Association Lynne Marvell Unit E, Box 1238 Hope, BC  V0X 1L0 O: 604-869-9383 OF: 604-869-3236 lp78@bctf.ca 80 Kitimat District Teachers' Association Kim Meyer 233 Enterprise Avenue Kitimat, BC  V8C 2C8 O: 250-632-3109 OF: 250-632-3108 lp80@bctf.ca 81 Fort Nelson District Teachers' Association Greg Gerwing Box 2031 Fort Nelson, BC  V0C 1R0 O: 250-775-1824 OF: N/A lp81@bctf.ca 83 North Okanagan-Shuswap Teachers' Association Brenda O'Dell Box 187 Salmon Arm, BC  V1E 4N3 O: 250-832-1933 OF: 250-832-4592 lp83@bctf.ca 84 Vancouver Island West Teachers' Union Ryan Meise PO Box 137 Gold River, BC  V0P 1G0 O: 250-283-9081 OF: N/A lp84@bctf.ca 85 Vancouver Island North Teachers' Association Shawn Gough Box 5151, 6855 Market St Port Hardy, BC  V0N 2P0 O: 250-949-8888 OF: 250-949-8882 lp85@bctf.ca 862 Kootenay Lake Teachers' Association* Cam Zuk Box 671 Kaslo, BC  V0G 1M0 O: 250-353-2227 OF: N/A lp862@bctf.ca 861 Creston Valley Teachers' Association Becky Blair 1001 Railway Boulevard Creston, BC  V0B 1G3 O: 250-428-7006 OF: 250-428-8602 lp861@bctf.ca 87 Stikine Teachers' Association Asa Berg c/o Asa Berg, Box 469 Atlin, BC  V0W 1A0 O: 250-651-7820 OF: 250-651-7820 lp87@bctf.ca 881 Terrace District Teachers' Union Cathy Lambright 4733 Park Avenue Terrace, BC  V8G 1W2 O: 250-635-4659 OF: N/A lp881@bctf.ca 882 Upper Skeena Teachers* Joslyn Bagg Box 562 New Hazelton, BC  V0J 2Y0 O: 250-842-6613 OF: N/A lp882@bctf.ca 92 Nisga'a Teachers' Union Richard Hotson Box 226 New Aiyansh, BC  V0J 1A0 O: 250-633-2571 OF: 250-633-2574 lp92@bctf.ca 93 SEPF Sylvie Liechtele 100-550 West 6th Avenue Vancouver, BC  V5Z 4P2 O: 604-871-1866 OF: N/A lp93@bctf.ca)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media jthornthwaite last tweet "Read #BC's Blueprint in English, Punjabi, Chinese & French! http://t.co/cUCdVsL7BA #findyourfit #diverse #northvan http://t.co/cUCdVsL7BA" @jthornthwaite - 07:37pm Follow @jthornthwaite BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "October is #FosterFamilyMonth. Thank you #BC for opening your homes and hearts to more than 5,900 children and youth." @John_Yap - 11:14pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141006,www.shawmedia.ca,http://www.shawmedia.ca/PrivacyPolicy.aspx,Privacy Policy | Shaw Media Contact Log In Advertising Media Careers About Us Privacy Policy   Introduction Shaw Media Inc. (“Shaw Media”) and its affiliates and subsidiaries (collectively, the “Shaw Media Companies”) are committed to controlling the collection, use and disclosure of personal information provided by the customers and employees of each Shaw Media Company and have adopted this Privacy Policy to ensure the accuracy, confidentiality and integrity of such personal information.   Application This Privacy Policy applies to personal information that a Shaw Media Company collects, uses or discloses in respect of its customers or employees in the course of its commercial activities.   Definitions The following defined terms are used throughout this Privacy Policy: Shaw Media – means Shaw Media Inc. Shaw Media Companies - means, collectively, Shaw Media Inc. and all of its subsidiaries with respect to their operations in Canada, and a Shaw Media Company means any one of them. customer – means an individual who: (a) subscribes for, uses, or applies to use, the products or services of a Shaw Media Company; (b) corresponds with a Shaw Media Company; (c) uses a website owned by a Shaw Media Company; or (d) enters a contest sponsored by a Shaw Media Company.   employee – means an employee, former employee or pensioner of a Shaw Media Company and, for the purposes of this Privacy Policy, includes the directors, shareholders and security holders of Shaw Media. personal information – means information about an identifiable individual, but does not include the name, title, or business address or telephone number of an employee of an organization. Publicly available information, such as a public directory listing of names, addresses, telephone numbers and electronic addresses, is not considered personal information. privacy legislation - means Canada’s federal private sector privacy legislation, the Personal Information Protection and Electronic Documents Act (“PIPEDA”), and substantially similar provincial privacy legislation including Alberta’s Personal Information Protection Act, British Columbia’s Personal Information Protection Act, and Quebec’s An Act respecting the protection of personal information in the private sector.   The Ten Privacy Principles This Privacy Policy has been developed in accordance with the standards set out in PIPEDA and is modelled after the Canadian Standards Association Model Code for the Protection of Personal Information, CAN/CSA-Q830-96. Accordingly, the ten principles of fair information practices (the “Principles”), as identified by the Canadian Standards Association, have been adopted by the Shaw Media Companies and represent a formal statement of the minimum requirements to be adhered to by each of the Shaw Media Companies for the protection of personal information collected from the customers and employees of the Shaw Media Companies.   Principle 1 – Accountability Each Shaw Media Company is responsible for the personal information under its control and shall designate one or more individuals who shall be accountable for the company’s compliance with the procedures and principles set out in this Privacy Policy. 1.1 Accountability for compliance by each Shaw Media Company with this Privacy Policy and the Principles rests with Shaw Media’s Privacy Officer. Please see Principle 10, below, to obtain the contact information for our Privacy Officer. 1.2 Each Shaw Media Company shall be responsible for the personal information in its possession or custody, including information that has been transferred to a third party for processing. Each Shaw Media Company shall use contractual or other appropriate means to ensure a comparable level of protection while the information is being processed by a third party. 1.3 The Shaw Media Companies have implemented policies and practices to give effect to the principles and procedures set out in this Privacy Policy, including:   (a) implementing procedures to protect personal information such as the adoption of physical, organizational and technological security measures;   (b) establishing procedures to receive and respond to complaints and inquiries through the establishment of a confidential e-mail address; and   (c) training and communicating to staff information about the Shaw Media policies and practices.   Principle 2 – Identifying Purposes Each Shaw Media Company will identify the purpose for which personal information is collected at or before the time the information is collected. The purposes for which personal information is collected, used or disclosed by a Shaw Media Company must be those that a reasonable person would consider are appropriate in the circumstances. 2.1 The Shaw Media Companies collect and use your personal information primarily for the purpose of providing you with the products and services you have requested from us, including the daily delivery of news and related content through Shaw Media television and online properties. 2.2 Your personal information is used to communicate with you about your account and to provide you with information related to other Shaw Media publications and services. If you indicated that you were interested in receiving offers or information from selected Shaw Media sponsors or advertisers, your personal information would also be used to contact you or to send you e-mail materials and other mailings about products and services that might be of interest to you. You always have the option, however, to tell us not to share your personal information with other Shaw Media Companies or to exclude you from offers for other products or services. 2.3 Each Shaw Media Company will document the purposes for which personal information is collected in order to comply with the Openness principle (See Principle 8) and the Individual Access principle (See Principle 9). 2.4 The purposes for which personal information is collected shall be specified at or before the time of collection to the customer or employee from whom the personal information is collected. Depending upon the manner in which the information is collected, this shall be done orally or in writing. 2.5 When a Shaw Media Company proposes to use personal information that has been collected for a purpose not previously identified, it will identify the new purpose before using such personal information. Unless the new purpose is required by law, or consent is otherwise not required pursuant to privacy legislation, the consent of the individual shall be obtained before the personal information is used for the new purpose. 2.6 Individuals responsible for collecting personal information on behalf of a Shaw Media Company will explain to customers and/or employees the purposes for which the information is being collected, including any purposes that may not be immediately obvious to the individual. 2.7 The purposes for which the personal information of employees is collected may include, but is not limited to:   (a) administering payroll and employee benefit programs;   (b) conducting performance evaluations and discipline;   (c) effecting employee training;   (d) conducting internal reviews, investigations and complaint resolution processes;   (e) participating in union negotiations and labour arbitrations;   (f) facilitating transactional due diligence reviews; and   (g) complying with legal and regulatory obligations. 2.8 The purposes for which the personal information of customers is collected may include, but is not limited to:   (a) processing commercial transactions;   (b) communicating with customers;   (c) establishing and maintaining commercial relations;   (d) developing, marketing or providing products and services;   (e) recommending particular products and services;   (f) conducting market research and surveys;   (g) managing and developing business opportunities;   (h) conducting investigations and complaint resolution processes;   (i) administering contests or other promotions;   (j) facilitating transactional due diligence reviews; and   (k) complying with legal and regulatory obligations. 2.9 Anonymous or “non-personal” information gathered by a Shaw Media Company through its web site may be used for technical, research and analytical purposes. Information collected through surveys, existing files and public archives may be used by a Shaw Media Company to analyze its markets and to develop or enhance service offerings.   Principle 3 – Consent Except where required or permitted by law, the knowledge and consent of the individual are required for the collection, use or disclosure of personal information. 3.1 Consent is required for the collection of personal information and the subsequent use or disclosure of this information. Generally, each Shaw Media Company will seek consent for the use or disclosure of the information at the time of collection. In certain circumstances, consent with respect to the use or disclosure of personal information may be sought after the information has been collected but before the personal information is used (for example, when a Shaw Media Company wants to use information for a purpose not previously identified). In obtaining consent, the Shaw Media Companies shall use reasonable efforts to ensure that a customer or employee is advised of the identified purposes for which personal information will be used or disclosed. Purposes shall be stated in a manner that can be reasonably understood by the customer or employee. 3.2 In certain circumstances personal information may be collected, used or disclosed without the knowledge and consent of the individual. For example, a Shaw Media Company may collect or use personal information without the knowledge or consent of its employees and/or customers if the collection or use of personal information is clearly in the interests of the individual and consent cannot be obtained in a timely way, such as when the individual is a minor, seriously ill or mentally incapacitated or if seeking the consent of the individual might defeat the purpose of collecting the information such as in the investigation of a breach of an agreement or a contravention of a federal or provincial law. Personal information may also be used or disclosed without the knowledge or consent of the individual in the case of an emergency where the life, health or security of an individual is threatened. A Shaw Media Company may disclose personal information without knowledge or consent to a lawyer representing the company, to collect a debt, to comply with a subpoena, warrant or other court order, or as may be otherwise required by law. 3.3 The Shaw Media Companies will not, as a condition of the supply of a product or service, require an individual to consent to the collection, use, or disclosure of information beyond that required to fulfill the explicitly specified and legitimate purposes. 3.4 In obtaining consent, the Shaw Media Companies will take into account the sensitivity of the personal information and the reasonable expectations of its customers and employees. Consent will not be obtained through deception. For example:   (a) A customer who enters a contest online would reasonably expect that his or her relevant contact information (name, phone number, personal identification) would be collected and used to identify the customer if and when he or she was selected as a contest winner. However, the customer would not reasonably expect that this information would be used for a purpose other than the administration of the contest, without the customer’s knowledge and consent.   (b) An individual filing an application for employment with a Shaw Media Company would reasonably expect that his or her age and marital status would be used for the purposes of administering benefit plans.   (c) An employee filing an application for Shaw Media’s dental coverage plan would reasonably expect that the relevant information (employee identification number, name, date of birth) would be collected, used and communicated to third parties in accordance with the dental coverage and for such period of time as the coverage was in effect. 3.5 The way in which a Shaw Media Company seeks consent may vary, depending on the circumstances and the type of information collected. A Shaw Media Company will generally seek express consent when the information is likely to be considered sensitive. It will rely on implied consent where collection and use of the personal information is directly related to a transaction or exchange of information in which the individual is directly participating. Consent may also be given by an authorized representative (such as a legal guardian or a person having power of attorney). 3.6 Consent may be obtained in any one of the following ways:   (a) an application form may be used to seek consent, collect personal information and inform the individual of the use that will be made of the personal information. By completing and signing the form, the individual is giving consent to the collection and the specified uses;   (b) a check-off box may be used to allow individuals to request that their names and addresses not be given to other organizations. Individuals who do not check the box are assumed to consent to the transfer of their information to third parties;   (c) consent may be given orally when information is collected over the telephone; or   (d) consent may be given at the time that individuals use a product or service. 3.7 Generally, the use of products and services by a customer, or the acceptance of employment or benefits by an employee, constitutes implied consent for the Shaw Media Companies to collect, use and disclose personal information for all identified purposes. 3.8 An individual may withdraw consent at any time, subject to legal or contractual restrictions and reasonable notice. The Shaw Media Companies will inform individuals of the implications of withdrawing consent. Customers and employees may contact the relevant Shaw Media Company for more information regarding the implications of withdrawing consent.   Principle 4 – Limiting Collection The Shaw Media Companies shall limit the collection of personal information to that which is necessary for the purposes identified by the company. Personal information shall be collected by fair and lawful means. 4.1 The Shaw Media Companies will not collect personal information indiscriminately. Both the amount and the type of information collected shall be limited to that which is necessary to fulfill the purposes identified. Each Shaw Media Company shall specify the type of information collected as part of its information-handling policies and practices, in accordance with the Openness principle (Principle 8). 4.2 The requirement that personal information be collected by fair and lawful means is intended to prevent a Shaw Media Company from collecting information by misleading or deceiving individuals about the purpose for which information is being collected. Consent to the collection of personal information must not be obtained through deception. 4.3 The Shaw Media Companies use a browser feature called a "cookie" to collect information anonymously and track user patterns on Shaw Media websites. A cookie is a small text file that is placed on your hard disk by a website. "Cookies" contain a unique identification number that identifies your browser, but not you, to our computers each time you visit one of our websites. Cookies tell us which pages of our websites are visited and by how many people. The use of cookies is an industry standard and many major browsers are initially set up to accept them. You can reset your browser to either refuse to accept all cookies or to notify you when you have received a cookie. However, if you refuse to accept cookies, you may not be able to use some of the features available on our websites.   Principle 5 – Limiting Use, Disclosure and Retention Personal information shall not be used or disclosed for purposes other than those for which it was collected, except with the consent of the individual or as required by law. Personal information shall be retained only as long as necessary for the fulfillment of the purposes for which it was collected. 5.1 Where a Shaw Media Company intends to use personal information for a purpose not previously identified, the Shaw Media Company shall document the new purpose and shall obtain the consent of the individual prior to using the information for a new purpose. 5.2 A Shaw Media Company may disclose the personal information of its employees:   (a) to human resources, payroll, benefits, information management, medical and security personnel;   (b) to third party service providers for the purposes of administering payroll and benefits programs;   (c) to union representatives and labour arbitrators;   (d) to other Shaw Media Companies;   (e) to internal or external legal counsel and auditors;   (f) to the management personnel of each Shaw Media Company;   (g) in the context of providing references regarding current or former employees in response to requests from prospective employers and/or financial institutions;   (h) to prospective parties in the context of a transactional due diligence review; and   (i) where disclosure is required by law. 5.3 A Shaw Media Company may disclose the personal information of its customers:   (a) to third parties who are acting on our behalf as our agents, suppliers or service providers;   (b) to other Shaw Media Companies;   (c) to internal or external legal counsel and auditors;   (d) to the management personnel of each Shaw Media Company;   (e) to third parties for the development, enhancement or marketing of Shaw Media products or services;   (f) to an agent retained by the Shaw Media Companies in connection with the collection of the customer’s account;   (g) to credit grantors and reporting agencies;   (h) to a third party or parties, where the customer consents to such disclosure;   (i) to prospective parties in the context of a transactional due diligence review; and   (j) where disclosure is required by law. 5.4 Except as required or permitted by law, when disclosure is made to a party other than a Shaw Media Company or a third party provider of personal information processing services, the consent of the individual shall be obtained and reasonable steps shall be taken to ensure that any such third party has personal information privacy procedures and policies in place that are at least comparable to those implemented by the Shaw Media Companies. Such third party service providers are provided only with such information as is necessary in the circumstances. Personal information provided to third parties may be used only for the purpose stipulated and is subject to strict terms of confidentiality. 5.5 In the event that a third party service provider is located in the United States or another foreign country, customer and employee personal information may be processed and stored in the United States or such other foreign country. In such circumstances, the governments, courts or law enforcement or regulatory agencies of that country may be able to obtain access to your personal information through the laws of the foreign country (for example, the USA Patriot Act in the United States). Whenever the Shaw Media Companies engage a third party service provider, we confirm that its privacy and security standards adhere to this Privacy Policy and applicable privacy legislation. 5.6 Unless authorized by the customer, the Shaw Media Companies will not sell, lease or trade the personal information of their employees or customers to third parties. 5.7 Personal information shall be retained only as long as it remains necessary or relevant for the identified purposes or as required by law. Depending on the circumstances, where personal information has been used to make a decision about a customer or an employee, the relevant Shaw Media Company shall retain, for a period of time that is reasonably sufficient to allow for access by the customer or employee, either the actual information or the rationale for making the decision.   Principle 6 – Accuracy Personal information shall be as accurate, complete and up-to-date as is necessary for the purposes for which it is to be used. 6.1 Personal information used by the Shaw Media Companies shall be sufficiently accurate, complete and up-to-date to minimize the possibility that inappropriate information may be used to make a decision about the individual customer or employee. The extent to which personal information will be accurate, complete and up-to-date will depend upon the use of the information, taking into account the interests of the individual. 6.2 Each Shaw Media Company shall ensure that personal information that is used on an ongoing basis, including information that is disclosed to third parties, is generally accurate and up-to-date, unless limits to the requirement for accuracy are clearly set out. 6.3 Customers and employees are responsible for advising the Shaw Media Companies of any inaccuracies or changes to their personal information. Please inform the Shaw Media Company to whom you provided your information of any change of name, address or other personal information. In the event you have questions about the accuracy of factual information we have collected about you, you will have access to that information in order to verify and update it. If a Shaw Media Company has disclosed inaccurate personal information about you to a third party, such company will be pleased to contact the third party in order to correct the personal information.   Principle 7 – Safeguarding Personal Information Personal information shall be protected by security safeguards appropriate to the sensitivity of the information. 7.1 Each Shaw Media Company will implement security safeguards to protect personal information against loss or theft, as well as unauthorized access, disclosure, copying, use or modification, regardless of the format in which the information is held. 7.2 The nature of the safeguards will vary depending on: (a) the sensitivity of the information that has been collected; (b) the amount, distribution and format of the information; and (c) the method of storage. 7.3 Physical measures such as locked filing cabinets and restricted access to offices, organizational measures such as security clearances and limiting access on a “need-to-know” basis, and technological measures such as the use of passwords and encryption have been adopted by each Shaw Media Company. 7.4 Each employee of a Shaw Media Company shall be made aware of the importance of maintaining the confidentiality of personal information. Our employees have been trained to respect your privacy at all times and those employees with access to your personal information shall use your personal information strictly in accordance with this Privacy Policy and the laws applicable to each specific business. 7.5 Personal information disclosed to third parties shall be protected by contractual agreement stipulating the confidentiality of the information and the purposes for which it is to be used.   Principle 8 – Openness The Shaw Media Companies shall make readily available to its customers and employees specific information about its policies and practices relating to the management of personal information. 8.1 Each Shaw Media Company will be open about its policies and practices with respect to the management of personal information. Customers and employees shall be able to acquire information about the policies and practices of each Shaw Media Company with respect to the management of personal information without unreasonable effort. 8.2 Such information shall be made available to: (i) customers by writing to Shaw Media Inc., to the attention of the Privacy Officer at 630-3rd Ave. S.W., Calgary, AB, T3P 4L4 or at privacy@shaw.ca, and (ii) employees by contacting the Human Resources Department at the applicable Shaw Media Company.   Principle 9 – Individual Access Upon request, an individual shall be informed of the existence, use and disclosure of his or her personal information and shall be given access to that information except where a Shaw Media Company is permitted or required by law not to disclose personal information to the individual customer or employee. An individual customer or employee shall be able to challenge the accuracy and completeness of the information disclosed to him or her and have it amended as appropriate. 9.1 Upon request, a Shaw Media Company shall inform an individual customer or employee whether it holds personal information about that individual (except where permitted or required by law not to disclose personal information) and shall afford the individual a reasonable opportunity to review the personal information in his or her file at minimal or no cost to the individual. The Shaw Media Company shall provide an account of the use that has been made or is being made of the personal information and an account of the third parties to which the personal information has been disclosed. Where reasonably possible, the Shaw Media Company shall indicate the source of the personal information. 9.2 In order to safeguard personal information, a customer or employee may be required to provide sufficient identification information to permit the Shaw Media Company to account for the existence, use and disclosure of personal information and to authorize access to the individual’s file. Any such information shall be used only for this purpose. 9.3 In certain situations, the Shaw Media Companies may not be able to provide access to all of the personal information that they hold about a customer or employee. For example, the Shaw Media Companies are not required to provide access to information if doing so would likely reveal personal information about a third party or could reasonably be expected to threaten the life or security of another individual. Similarly, the Shaw Media Companies may not be required to provide access to information if disclosure would reveal confidential commercial information, if the information is protected by solicitor-client privilege, if the information was generated in the course of a formal dispute resolution process, or if the information was collected in relation to the investigation of a breach of an agreement or a contravention of a federal or provincial law. If access to personal information cannot be provided, the Shaw Media Companies shall provide the reasons for denying access upon request. 9.4 In providing an account of third parties to which it has disclosed personal information about a customer or an employee, the Shaw Media Company shall attempt to be as specific as possible. When it is not possible to provide a list of the organizations to which it has actually disclosed personal information, the Shaw Media Company shall provide a list of organizations to which it may have disclosed personal information about the customer or employee. 9.5 The Shaw Media Companies shall promptly correct or complete any personal information found to be inaccurate or incomplete. Any unresolved differences as to the accuracy or completeness shall be noted in the individual’s file. Where appropriate, the Shaw Media Companies shall transmit to third parties having access to the personal information in question any amended information or the existence of any unresolved differences. 9.6 If you have any questions about the collection, use or disclosure of your personal information by a Shaw Media Company, or if you simply want to know whether we have any of your personal information on file, you may contact Shaw Media’s Privacy Officer at 630-3rd Ave. S.W., Calgary, AB, T2P 4L4 or at privacy@shaw.ca.   Principle 10 – Challenging Compliance An individual customer or employee shall be able to address a challenge concerning compliance with the principles in this Privacy Policy to his or her designated Privacy Officer. Any changes to our Privacy Policy and information handling practices will be acknowledged in this policy in a timely manner. We may add, modify or remove portions of this Privacy Policy when we feel it is appropriate to do so. You may determine when this Privacy Policy was last updated by referring to the date found at the bottom of this Privacy Policy. 10.1 The Shaw Media Companies shall maintain procedures for addressing and responding to all inquiries or complaints from its customers and employees about the companies’ handling of personal information. 10.2 The Shaw Media Companies will inform their customers and employees about the existence of these procedures as well as the availability of complaint procedures. 10.3 The Shaw Media Companies shall investigate all complaints concerning compliance with this Privacy Policy. If a complaint is found to be justified, the relevant Shaw Media Company shall take appropriate measures to resolve the complaint including, if necessary, amending its policies and procedures. A customer or employee shall be informed of the outcome of the investigation regarding his or her complaint. 10.4 If you have any questions or concerns about the personal information about you held by a Shaw Media Company or about the compliance by a Shaw Media Company with this Privacy Policy, please contact Shaw Media’s Privacy Officer at 630-3rd Ave. S.W., Calgary, AB, T2P 4L4 or at privacy@shaw.ca. 10.5 Each Shaw Media Company has procedures in place to receive and respond to complaints or inquiries about its handling of personal information. Each Shaw Media Company will describe the complaint procedures to anyone who makes inquiries or lodges complaints.   Updating This Privacy Policy Any changes to our Privacy Policy and information handling practices will be acknowledged in this policy in a timely manner. We may add, modify or remove portions of this Privacy Policy when we feel it is appropriate to do so. You may determine when this Privacy Policy was last updated by referring to the date found at the bottom of this Privacy Policy. Last revised Thursday, November 25, 2010. Subscribe Today! Contact Us Copyright Terms + Conditions Privacy Policy © 2014 Shaw Media Inc. All Rights Reserved.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=14150,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 1997 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 9, Number 7, May/June 1997 Bullying The most underrated and enduring problem in schools today by Alyson McLellan The memory of individual schoolyard bullies remains clear and unblemished for many adults long after their reading, writing, and arithmetic skills have faded. Any child or adult can tell you about a time he/she were bullied, or he/she saw someone they knew being bullied. Bullying is a series of repeated, intentionally cruel incidents, involving the same children in the same bully/ victim roles. Bullying can also consist of one single interaction. The intention of bullying is to put the victim in distress in some way. Bullies seek power. Students report that most teachers don't see bullying. A Toronto study on bullying showed that in 24/25 recorded incidents, only 4% met with intervention by teachers. Bullying is said to occur once every seven minutes, and incidents last approximately 37 seconds. The bullying cycle Students are reluctant to report bullying because they fear retaliation. The bully cycle works in the following manner: Victims fear that teachers will confront the bully in such a way that the reporters are put at risk. Witnesses fear that should they report on a bully, their confidentiality will be breached, their personal safety jeopardized, and their status within their peer group compromised. Bullies survive by creating the myth that should their behaviour be reported, retaliation will be swift and severe. This threat and resulting fear paralyzes victims into a code of silence that extends the bully's reign of terror. Teachers and other school support staff can reduce bullying and break the bullying cycle; however, a process must be in place that teachers are comfortable with and that students trust. Unfortunately, when personnel, including teachers, administrators, and support staff do not know how to intervene efficiently and effectively in bullying situations. The bullying continues. This leads to hopelessness among victims and increased power among bullies. The effects of bullying Bullying has a negative effect on everyone. It poisons school communities and contributes to an unstable learning environment for children. Bullies pay a high price for their behaviour, and victims and witnesses of bullying are also negatively affected. Educators must become aware of bullying in their schools and know how to take appropriate action. Action plan against bullying Teachers must make it safe for students to report bullying. It is crucial for teachers, administrators, and other school personnel to respect the anonymity of the victim and/or the reporting students. Until students trust that this will happen, bullying will go unreported, and bullies will continue to thrive. Adults must be aware of all forms of bullying. Bullying can be categorized under three main headings: physical bullying, verbal bullying, and relational bullying. Many bullies try to pass off acts of aggression as rough-housing between friends. A clear and effective plan for dealing with the bully and the victim must be in place. All students must know the consequences for bullying. Bullies must be taught how to behave in a socially acceptable manner, and victims must develop friendship skills and learn to interact with assertiveness and confidence. School personnel need to know about the different kinds of bullies. Some apparent victims are actually provocateurs who change their role from victim to bully depending on with whom they are interacting. The most effective way to deal with bullying is to mobilize the masses of students who are neither victims nor bullies to take action against bullying. Those students have the potential to reduce bullying significantly simply by reacting appropriately when they witness bullying: refuse to watch bullying, report bullying incidents, and/or distract either the bully or the victim. School personnel must learn to recognize and acknowledge the caring efforts of students who take a stand against bullying. The key to a successful anti-bullying campaign is to involve everyone in working toward a solution. School and communities can build positive, safe, caring environments. Together we can make a difference. Alyson McLellan is a team leader and home economics teacher at Kwayhquitlum Middle School in Port Coquitlam. She is co-author of the book, Take Action Against Bullying, along with Cindi Seddon and Gesele Lajoie, both vice-principals in the district. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=27123&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 7, May/June 2012   Questions worth asking  How do you make feedback meaningful? By Dave Van Bergeyk   It is one thing to accept the fact that feedback can allow students to begin to navigate their own learning. It is quite another thing to do this in ways that are meaningful for students while at the same time being manageable for teachers. In the next story, Linda tells how she not only found a way to give feedback to her secondary school mathematics students that helped them to become agents in their learning, but also how she did so within the context of something familiar to all of us—the math quiz. Although she was skeptical at first, the results of her efforts are undeniable. The above is the prefatory material that sets up one of the stories published in a recently released book from the BC Association of Mathematics Teachers (one of the 33 Provincial Specialist Associations of the BCTF). The BCAMT is excited to have published Questions Worth Asking about Assessment in Mathematics Classrooms this past summer. For the preceding two years, a BCAMT subcommittee has been working on this project as part of the association’s objective to support mathematics teachers in understanding new developments in assessment practices. As it turns out, the book is also of value to teachers of other subjects, as the assessment themes are not specific to mathematics only. The work of the subcommittee began with the identified goal of supporting BC math teachers in understanding and implementing assessment innovation, but with no clear picture of how to achieve that goal. In the early going, however, the committee quickly latched onto the idea of a collection of stories as a practical way to present the realities of new assessment practices. With this conception to work with, the committee members then set up professional learning groups within their individual schools to try some assessment innovation and collect stories about what happens in real classrooms. After almost a year of this process, the committee had collected enough stories to fill a volume, and they got to work editing the raw material into publishable form. Almost another year’s worth of work went into the editing process, and late last school year, the committee had completed a collection of stories, ready to polish up, and send to the printers. As you can see from the preamble above, the intent of the publication is to present true stories of assessment innovation, both the struggles and the successes, in a spirit of inquiry. No one has all the answers with respect to assessment practices, and indeed, the assessment subcommittee has become increasingly convinced that formative classroom assessment is a highly personal endeavour. BCAMT Past President Rob Sidley, suggests that when it comes to assessment, everyone must build her or his own light sabre. I have been trying to improve the formative assessment in my math classes for some time. In research I read that students improve most when they get written feedback without marks. I wanted to try this even though I was pretty sure my students, who are in Grades 8–12, would resist the idea. My first attempts were not very effective, and took me a long time and a lot of effort as I was not very good at giving verbal feedback. So, I decided to use a highlighter to recognize a student’s areas of understanding. I tried it on a quiz first, because I felt that quizzes really are meant to be formative assessment. I made a short quiz and used highlighters to emphasize correct thinking, and to note trouble areas. I didn’t mark anything with tick marks or x’s, and I didn’t give the quiz a total mark. So opens Linda’s story. She goes on to explain her innovation in more detail, and to give some of the results she sees in her students. She also explains some of the adjustments she has made, and is making, to the strategy and other parts of her practice as a result of this new technique. You can tell from this small sample and Linda’s admission of her early struggles that these stories are not whitewashed. They are not merely empty theoretical musings, either. Rather, each story presents an actual strategy (or sometimes several related ones) that a teacher has tried. The intent, though, is not that readers necessarily adopt every strategy described, but rather the real value will be found in listening to the teacher’s reasoning, both the thinking that leads up to the innovation and the reflection upon its implementation. While all the stories, in many ways, promote reflection and dialogue on their own, the subcommittee members, as they edited the volume, bracketed each story with supplemental material that helps readers extract maximum benefit from the resource. In addition to a preamble like the one above, each story is followed by a set of suggested questions for further discussion. The editors envision that the nature of these stories will provoke informal dialogue among colleagues, and that the book will also be useful to focus formal workshops or discussion groups on assessment. At the BCAMT fall conference in October, several members of the subcommittee in charge of this project presented some of the stories as an official launch of the book. All attendees at the conference received a complimentary copy of the book. The presenters found the discussion questions provoked deep and meaningful professional discussion among the session participants. We have thus seen the power these shared stories can have to motivate inquiry into assessment issues. The work of the subcommittee continues as they plan ways to support the use of the book in meaningful professional inquiry. The hope is that the book does not just end up on shelves, but lives up to its design to enable thoughtful discussion among colleagues. The BCAMT has had some preliminary discussions with some districts about facilitating workshops on the book. The committee is also considering working on follow-up volumes, either on assessment again or other timely professional issues. Further information about Questions Worth Asking about Assessment in Mathematics Classrooms, including some sample stories, can be obtained on the BCAMT website, www.bcamt.ca. Information about ordering copies of the book is available there as well. Dave Van Bergeyk, teacher, Salmon Arm Secondary School and past president of the BCAMT.  )
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=10168,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 6, May/June 2003 College changes to deflect attention by Peter Owens This year government underfunding led to 44 closed schools, 2,000 fewer teachers in our schools, reduced services of specialist teachers, and services reduced for students with special needs. As school boards set their budgets, we see more of the same projected for next year. In response to parents, teachers, and trustees who raised concerns about increasing class sizes and the loss of services for students, the government talks about uniforms, accountability, compelling principals to do teacher supervision of classrooms, and making changes to the B.C. College of Teachers. The obvious question is What is this government thinking? The B.C. Liberal government appears to be following the tax-cut agenda of the Ontario government. Eight years of cuts to taxes and to public services in Ontario has led to massive Hydro rate increases following attempts at privatization, attacks on the poor, increases in the number of homeless, removal of billions of dollars from education and healthcare, death from contaminated drinking water in Walkerton, and the spread of Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS). The first education minister in Ontario under Mike Harris’s "common sense revolution" was caught on video saying, "We need to invent a crisis." Public education had too much public support, and that had to be undermined. In B.C., our politicians have been more careful about stating their intentions, but their behaviour has mirrored that of the Ontario Tories. The tax cut introduced by the B.C. Liberals was even larger than the tax cut in Ontario. The 8,000 people with the highest income in B.C. now pay $200 million less each year. The tax cut reduced total revenue by more than $2 billion over two years. The shortage of tax revenue is the government’s excuse used for cutting public services. The B.C. government plans to privatize health, B.C. Hydro, B.C. Rail, B.C. Ferries, liquor stores, and highways. Privatization can be the only logical explanation for the government’s actions in the education sector. The Fraser Institute is the local ideological inspiration for the B.C. Liberals. Peter Cowley, who is responsible for the Fraser Institute’s annual school rankings, says that government doesn’t feed, clothe, or house children, so why should it pay for their education? We know that the government is not protecting education. We see the effect of the cuts every day in our schools. By focussing on the College of Teachers, the government hopes to deflect attention away from the disastrous effects of its cuts. After years of government cuts in Ontario, the Ontario College of Teachers developed a plan to force teachers to take courses and recertify every five years. The government tried to make it appear that the problem in Ontario schools had nothing to do with the $1.5 billion it had cut from the system but rather with the qualifications and qualities of the teachers. Teacher organizations in Ontario have encouraged their members to boycott the recertification program and any courses affiliated with it. Teachers are calling on the government to rescind its legislation and eliminate its intrusion into the professional lives of teachers. The Ontario government and college are now facing the problem of having thousands of teachers refusing to comply with regulations that control who may teach in public schools. That is at a time when there is a shortage of teachers. It appears that the Ontario government and the college are waiting to see how the next provincial election goes. The election was postponed because of the epidemic of SARS. In B.C. we are halfway through the Liberal mandate and we need to be prepared to deal with whatever crisis they invent, as we continue working to meet the needs of students. Peter Owens is an assistant director in the BCTF’s Communication and Campaigns Division and is editor of Teacher. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141008,thetyee.ca,http://thetyee.ca/Opinion/2014/05/06/Clark-Gas-Gamble/,Clark's Gas Gamble Now Risks Your Kid's Education, Too | The Tyee About Advertise Follow Support RSS Topic Aboriginal Affairs BC Election 2013 BC Politics Education Energy Environment Federal Politics Film Food Gender + Sexuality Health Housing Labour + Industry Local Economy Media Municipal Politics Music Photo Essays Podcasts Politics Rights + Justice Science + Tech Transportation Travel Urban Planning + Architecture News Culture Opinion National MediaCheck Solutions Join Craving crack civic election coverage? Help fund it... Opinion Clark's Gas Gamble Now Risks Your Kid's Education, Too Premier bets more than money on dicey LNG industry. By Bill Tieleman, 6 May 2014, TheTyee.ca   Tweet The three education initials Premier Clark wants to see are LNG, not PhD. Students' Dreams Must Now Be 'Data-driven' That's premier's message as BC higher ed becomes a wholly owned subsidiary of big business. Libs' New Path on Training Lacks Money, Logic: NDP 'Re-engineering' tight student funding to fit industry demands narrows purpose of education, say critics. Clark's Gas Export Optimism Floats on Cloudy Numbers Reports, high-level industry sources suggest BC Liberal estimates are unrealistic. Read more: Energy, Education, Labour + Industry, BC Politics, "The descent of the university into the market place reflects the lie in the soul of modern society." -- Harold Innis, Canadian political economist, 1894-1952 The best way to gamble is with other people's money. But as Premier Christy Clark doubles down her bet on liquefied natural gas in a world market riskier than a casino, it's not just your money she's gambling with -- it's also your children and grandchildren's future education. Clark's recent, breathless photo-op announcement that energy firms Shell Canada, PetroChina, Korea Gas and Mitsubishi have agreed to join something called "LNG Canada" is nearly meaningless without signed agreements to extract, process and export liquefied natural gas. Even LNG Canada CEO Andy Calitz admitted potential projects "are challenged by significant financial investment and risks" and "a number of uncertainties to overcome." That's a fracking understatement. Recent studies on the world LNG market are clear it's no sure bet B.C. will develop a substantial industry. Less reported was that Shell Canada bought five per cent of both Korea Gas and Mitsubishi's share in LNG Canada -- it now owns 50 per cent and PetroChina 20 per cent, while Korea Gas and Mitsubishi have dropped to 15 per cent each, with Korea Gas admitting its government ordered the company to reduce its debts. Did I mention it's your money Clark is betting on LNG? Then, just last week, the B.C. premier made another announcement -- one related to this industry plagued by "risks" and "uncertainties." Clark's government is forcing all post-secondary institutions to re-direct their budgets to allocate 25 per cent into job training for "high demand" occupations -- and you can wager that the three education initials it wants to see are LNG, not PhD. With $1.9 billion currently budgeted in B.C. for post-secondary education and only 10 per cent currently earmarked for "high demand" fields, Clark's move means radical, long-lasting change. Pipe fitters or poets? Putting more emphasis on trades training is good and long overdue. But that's because the BC Liberals' track record on trades training is disastrous, having set back critical apprenticeships in a wide range of occupations by a decade through political pandering to some business allies. B.C.'s apprenticeship training completion rate is about 40 per cent, compared to Alberta's 78 per cent and the national average of 50 per cent. Through my work with unions and businesses in natural resource extraction and construction, I know the negative results of that skilled trades shortage in many areas, and strongly support more training. Clark's pledge to involve both unions and businesses in training decisions is a welcome change from ex-premier Gordon Campbell's refusal to consult labour. But while LNG companies want very specifically trained workers, other employers say a generalized education gives them the flexibility needed for an ever-changing economy. Jim McNerney, CEO of Boeing, said of the liberal arts in 2011: "Leadership is about the social and interpersonal skills that these disciplines teach. The breadth of the education experience is a primary source of leadership." And a Harvard University professor who helped submit a report to Congress on whether government should support science and technology or the liberal arts was clear on the value of arts: "Students should be prepared not just for their first job but for their fourth and fifth jobs, as there is little reason to doubt that people entering the workforce today will be called upon to play many different roles over the course of their careers," Annette Gordon-Reed said. "The ones who will do best in this new environment will be those whose educations have prepared them to be flexible." In other words, educate both pipe fitters and poets. The house always wins B.C. shouldn't gamble with post-secondary education simply to provide workers for an unproven industry with an unclear future and an unknown commitment to job creation. Of course, Clark disagrees. In February she said: "I think we should be making sure we are providing programming in our postsecondary institutions that provides people, young and old, with the promise and prospect of prosperity when they graduate." Clark, who never graduated from university or earned a trade ticket herself, desperately wants her big LNG gamble to pay off -- and taxpayers have to hope it does, with our money on the table. But when betting in a casino, remember that while you are sometimes dealt a great hand, in the end the house always wins. Read more: Energy, Education, Labour + Industry, BC Politics, Bill Tieleman is a former NDP strategist whose clients include unions and businesses in the resource and public sector. Tieleman is a regular Tyee contributor who writes a column on B.C. politics every Tuesday in 24 Hours newspaper. E-mail him at weststar@telus.net or visit his blog.   Tweet What have we missed? What do you think? We want to know. Comment below. Keep in mind: Do: Verify facts, debunk rumours Add context and background Spot typos and logical fallacies Highlight reporting blind spots Ignore trolls Treat all with respect and curiosity Connect with each other Do not: Use sexist, classist, racist or homophobic language Libel or defame Bully or troll Troll patrol. Instead, flag suspect activity. Please enable JavaScript to view the comments powered by Disqus. comments powered by Disqus LNG a chance, not a windfall, says BC throne speech Postmedia could soon own almost every English newspaper in Canada. What could possibly go wrong? VIEW: Voting for your principles is 'strategic voting' Petition opposes BC's 'potential muzzling' of non-profits More troubles for BC's big LNG plans Tirade at Tyee by immigration minister's top aide analyzed tweet by tweet Government slow to respond to FOIs? No need to tell Bob Mackin Converting ferries to LNG will save money, reduce fares: CEO See more » Tyee Video Picks Submitted by Tyee staff, Today Last chance to see 'The Vancouver Asahi' baseball story at VIFF. Where do these videos come from? From you. Suggest one here! Most Popular Can 'Cuisine' Make a Better School Lunch? What I Saw with a German Tour of the Oilsands Don't Give Postmedia More Local Monopolies How Much Do You Trust Canada's Wireless Giants? First Nations 'Front and Centre Now': Pierre Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign For Kids, the Meal Is the Message Christy Clark's No Pro at LNG Poker Understanding Harper's Evangelical Mission BC Filmmaking Duo Passes the Acid Test Most Emailed Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign For Kids, the Meal Is the Message Understanding Harper's Evangelical Mission Who'd Be a School Trustee in 2014? Why New Euro-Canada Treaty Is a Gift to Oil Firms BC Filmmaking Duo Passes the Acid Test We Must Heed Naomi Klein's Call China Deal Trumps Province, First Nations on Energy Projects: Treaty Expert Fired Researcher Who Killed Self Was Evaluating Drug Backed by Clark Climate Warriors Must Forge Stronger Alliances, Now Reported Elsewhere Postmedia could soon own almost every English newspaper in Canada (via DeSmog) Petronas CEO warns of 15-year delay to BC LNG project (via G&M) BC government apologizes for firing worker who later killed himself (via the Victoria Times-Colonist) From Tibet to Taiwan, China's outer regions watch Hong Kong protests intently (via the New York Times) It's a shame Jean-Claude Duvalier died a free man, says ex-UN prosecutor (via CBC News) Vancouver's cabbies take aim at Uber (via The Province) Keurig's coffee supremacy challenged by Canadian firm (via Yahoo! News) North and South Korea 'agree to talks' (via BBC News) See more » Your BC: The Tyee's Photo Pool Join The Tyee's Flickr group » View previous selections » Most Commented What I Saw with a German Tour of the Oil Sands (132 comments) Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign (76 comments) 'The Environment Is the Economy': MP Weston (106 comments) Fired Researcher Who Killed Self Was Evaluating Drug Backed by Clark (57 comments) Climate Warriors Must Forge Stronger Alliances, Now (53 comments) ISIS Threat: Let's Refuse to be Scared (79 comments) We Must Heed Naomi Klein's Call (309 comments) Christy Clark's No Pro at LNG Poker (38 comments) Six Steps to Protect Canadians from Flaws in China Trade Deal (128 comments) How Labour Unions Make Us Healthier (31 comments) About The Tyee National Pool Contributors Advertise Contact Funding Jobs Master Classes Privacy Policy Submissions Support The Tyee News Culture Opinion National Mediacheck Solutions Video Publications Tyee News Weekly Archives The Hook Other BC Blogs Reported Elsewhere Steve Burgess Murray Dobbin Michael Geist Crawford Kilian Rafe Mair Andrew Nikiforuk Shannon Rupp Bill Tieleman Dorothy Woodend Follow The Tyee Subscribe by email Subscribe by RSS Tyee Mobile App Managed Hosting by Gossamer Threads × Share article via email Send this article to: Your email address: Your message: Would you like to receive The Tyee's headlines free by email? Yes, every day. Yes, once a week. I already subscribe. No, thanks. Submit Show form again » Close)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/ResearchReports.aspx?id=5598,BCTF > 2005SD02, British Columbia school-age-population projections, to 2013  	BCTF Research Reports  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Publications > Research Reports  PDF version BCTF Research Report SECTION IV 2005-SD-02 British Columbia school-age-population projections, to 2013 By Colleen Hawkey Research Analyst June 2005 According to BC STATS (Ministry of Management Services), the population of British Columbia is getting larger and older, and between 2001 and 2031 will have increased by almost 36%. However, the population of school-age British Columbians will follow a quite different pattern: “The population of school age (5–17 years) will decline slightly over the next 10 years or so, but then will begin a slow increase up to current levels by 2031.” (British Columbia population projections, accessed on the BC STATS web site at http://www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/data/pop/pop/Project/P30BCIntro.pdf, on June 13, 2005.) Projections of public-school-aged headcount enrolments by district are available for a 17-year period (1997 to 2013). According to this source (Ministry of Education Standard Report 1558B, Projection report public school aged headcount (excludes adults), June 15, 2004), the public-school-age population will decrease slowly over the projection period. Between 2004 and 2013 there will be a 6.8% decrease. See the tables details. Table 1: Provincial public-school-age population projections (headcount) (2004 and subsequent years are forecast)   Elementary Headcount Year-over-year % Change Elementary Secondary Headcount Year-over-year % Change Secondary Total School Age Year-over-year # Change Year-over-year % Change Total 1997 359,863   247,618   607,481     1998 355,265 -1.3% 251,316 1.5% 606,581 -900 -0.15% 1999 354,998 -0.1% 251,167 -0.1% 606,165 -416 -0.07% 2000 352,089 -0.8% 250,251 -0.4% 602,340 -3,825 -0.63% 2001 348,545 -1.0% 249,946 -0.1% 598,491 -3,849 -0.64% 2002 341,201 -2.1% 248,632 -0.5% 589,833 -8,658 -1.45% 2003 334,754 -1.9% 248,003 -0.3% 582,757 -7,076 -1.20% 2004 329,583 -1.5% 247,890 0.0% 577,473 -5,284 -0.91% 2005 324,286 -1.6% 248,320 0.2% 572,606 -4,867 -0.84% 2006 319,312 -1.5% 248,250 0.0% 567,562 -5,044 -0.88% 2007 314,745 -1.4% 247,842 -0.2% 562,587 -4,975 -0.88% 2008 310,303 -1.4% 247,340 -0.2% 557,643 -4,944 -0.88% 2009 306,402 -1.3% 246,153 -0.5% 552,555 -5,088 -0.91% 2010 304,830 -0.5% 243,129 -1.2% 547,959 -4,596 -0.83% 2011 304,782 0.0% 239,388 -1.5% 544,170 -3,789 -0.69% 2012 305,764 0.3% 235,187 -1.8% 540,951 -3,219 -0.59% 2013 307,799 0.7% 230,377 -2.0% 538,176 -2,775 -0.51% Note: Excludes home school and adult students. Source: MoE SR 1558B, June 15, 2004. Secondary enrolments will decrease by 7.1% between 2004 and 2013, and elementary enrolments by 6.6% over the period. District data show that there are wide variations in projected changes, with eight districts (see Table 2) expected to show increases, ranging from 1% (Haida Gwaii-Queen Charlotte) to over 20% (Stikine). Table 2: Districts expected to show increases in public-school-age population, for 2004 and 2013 Dist # District 2004 projection 2013 projection % change 50 Haida Gwaii-Queen Charlotte             831             839 1.0% 75 Mission          7,314          7,476 2.2% 34 Abbotsford        19,556        20,236 3.5% 36 Surrey        62,582        65,345 4.4% 41 Burnaby        24,853        26,356 6.0% 40 New Westminster          6,123          6,772 10.6% 93 Francophone Education Authority          3,214          3,567 11.0% 87 Stikine             302             363 20.2% Source: Source: MoE SR 1558B, June 15, 2004. As shown in Table 3, enrolments in 52 of the 60 districts in the province are projected to decline. Southeast Kootenay is expected to experience the largest decrease, of 24.5%, from 2004 to 2013. Saanich (-24.1%), Kootenay-Columbia (-23.6%), Alberni (-23.6%), Delta (-23.3%), Powell River (-22.2%), Nicola-Similkameen (-20.3%), and Campbell River (-20.3%) are also expected to experience 20% decreases. Table 3: Provincial public-school-age population projections (headcount), by district, for 2004 and 2013 # District 2004 projection 2013 projection % change 5 Southeast Kootenay          5,981          4,515 -24.5% 6 Rocky Mountain          3,729          3,153 -15.4% 8 Kootenay Lake          5,783          5,071 -12.3% 10 Arrow Lakes             683             625 -8.5% 19 Revelstoke          1,374          1,265 -7.9% 20 Kootenay-Columbia          4,773          3,645 -23.6% 22 Vernon          9,264          8,747 -5.6% 23 Central Okanagan        22,001        21,593 -1.9% 27 Cariboo-Chilcotin          6,559          5,390 -17.8% 28 Quesnel          4,228          3,404 -19.5% 33 Chilliwack        12,451        12,398 -0.4% 34 Abbotsford        19,556        20,236 3.5% 35 Langley        19,423        18,678 -3.8% 36 Surrey        62,582        65,345 4.4% 37 Delta        16,833        12,919 -23.3% 38 Richmond        22,669        19,264 -15.0% 39 Vancouver        55,166        54,292 -1.6% 40 New Westminster          6,123          6,772 10.6% 41 Burnaby        24,853        26,356 6.0% 42 Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows        15,164        13,680 -9.8% 43 Coquitlam        31,692        30,261 -4.5% 44 North Vancouver        17,612        14,749 -16.3% 45 West Vancouver          6,120          5,069 -17.2% 46 Sunshine Coast          4,053          3,764 -7.1% 47 Powell River          2,690          2,092 -22.2% 48 Howe Sound          4,420          4,027 -8.9% 49 Central Coast             317             297 -6.3% 50 Haida Gwaii-Queen Charlotte             831             839 1.0% 51 Boundary          1,823          1,680 -7.8% 52 Prince Rupert          2,824          2,439 -13.6% 53 Okanagan Similkameen          2,851          2,585 -9.3% 54 Bulkley Valley          2,706          2,293 -15.3% 57 Prince George        16,011        13,244 -17.3% 58 Nicola-Similkameen          2,865          2,282 -20.3% 59 Peace River South          4,682          3,900 -16.7% 60 Peace River North          5,800          5,543 -4.4% 61 Greater Victoria        20,389        19,564 -4.0% 62 Sooke          8,894          8,083 -9.1% 63 Saanich          8,680          6,591 -24.1% 64 Gulf Islands          1,615          1,549 -4.1% 67 Okanagan Skaha          7,164          6,428 -10.3% 68 Nanaimo-Ladysmith        15,735        15,050 -4.4% 69 Qualicum          5,120          4,871 -4.9% 70 Alberni          4,617          3,543 -23.3% 71 Comox Valley          9,338          7,775 -16.7% 72 Campbell River          6,278          5,003 -20.3% 73 Kamloops/Thompson        15,372        13,946 -9.3% 74 Gold Trail          1,943          1,764 -9.2% 75 Mission          7,314          7,476 2.2% 78 Fraser-Cascade          2,246          2,002 -10.9% 79 Cowichan Valley          9,462          8,047 -15.0% 81 Fort Nelson          1,201          1,050 -12.6% 82 Coast Mountains          6,309          5,423 -14.0% 83 North Okanagan-Shuswap          7,681          6,458 -15.9% 84 Vancouver Island West             507             447 -11.8% 85 Vancouver Island North          1,913          1,605 -16.1% 87 Stikine             302             363 20.2% 91 Nechako Lakes          5,208          4,583 -12.0% 92 Nisga'a             479             576 20.3% 93 Francophone Education Authority          3,214          3,567 11.0% 99 Province       577,473       538,176 -6.8% Source: MoE SR 1558B, June 15, 2004 About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7704,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 3, November/December 2004 December 6: Don’t just remember, organize! by Jane Turner A friend sent me a copy of an article by Lee Lakeman, of Vancouver Rape Relief. Lakeman wrote the article a number of years ago, but it resonates today. The article is entitled "Women, Violence, and the Montreal Massacre." December 6, 1989. Hard to believe it is 15 years ago that Marc Lepine entered l’Ecole Polytechnique and murdered 14 women: Geneviève Bergeron, Annie Burcotte, Hélène Colgan, Nathalie Croteau, Barbara Daigneault, Anne-Marie Edward, Maud Haviernick, Barbara Maria Klueznik, Maryse Laganière, Maryse Leclerc, Anne-Marie Lemay, Sonia Pelletier, Michèle Richard, and Annie St.-Arneault, It was not, as so many wrote, an "incomprehensible act of violence." For women all over the world, it was indeed comprehensible. The murderer hated women, feminists in particular, and he acted on that hatred. Just like the person who killed so many women whose DNA has been found on a farm in Port Coquitlam. Just like Jack the Ripper. There are too many other ‘just likes’ for us to believe it was a random act of violence. Lakeman’s article provides the analysis that violence against women in our society is systemic and as such must be opposed through the organization of women—in women’s groups, rape crisis centres and shelters, and other feminist political groupings. What does this have to do with us, teachers and students in the schools of British Columbia? For almost 25 years, the BCTF had a Status of Women Program. The aim of the program was to achieve equality for men and women. As a member of the S/W committee and a local contact, I was part of a network of women throughout the province who worked for almost three decades to eliminate sex discrimination from our work and personal lives. We failed. Sex discrimination still exists. There is much work that remains for us to do in our communities and through our BCTF Social Justice programs. Women are still murdered for being women. Women are still abused, battered, and raped because they are women. Recently The Vancouver Sun ran an article about women still getting fired for being pregnant. As well, it ran a story about girls and women being taught to accept their lot in life as good wives and mothers, then to be trafficked as ‘wives’ for fundamentalist Mormons. Women are still being targeted in the workplace for layoffs and reduced pay; just ask the members of HEU, predominantly women. Governments are still cutting back programs that protect and support women and children. Then there are the women of popular culture. If I hear one more young person tell me it doesn’t mean anything when rap songs or hip hop videos refer to women as bitches and whores (oops sorry, that’s hos) I may completely lose it. As Sue Montebello, an administrator from Burnaby, said at last year’s professional-day conference, "Words enter your soul." The images and words of popular culture have entered our souls, collectively and individually, and our souls are suffering. On December 6, please remember the women who were killed in Montreal, but do more than remember. Use the anniversary of the death of those 14 women to spur on work that helps us eliminate the same roots of misogyny that caused the Montreal massacre. In your local association, in your classroom, December 6 should be a day of action; a day to begin or continue organizing to eliminate sex discrimination. Jane Turner is an assistant director in the BCTF’s Professional and Social Issues Division. NFB Film A new film called After the Montreal Massacre is available for $49.95. For audiences 15 years and older, order from www.nfb.ca. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13774,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > March 1998 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 10, Number 5, March 1998 Our Contract Protects Student Services BCPSEA demands concessions by Garry Litke What is the mandate of the B.C. Public School Employers' Association (BCPSEA) in this round of negotiations? Is it to strip from the collective agreement any reference to enforceable workload and service levels, or is it to negotiate those items fairly so that all children in B.C. have access to the same quality of education? Although Education Minister Paul Ramsey has stated that we are not turning back the clock on collective bargaining, Ken Halliday, chief negotiator for BCPSEA, has stated repeatedly that the government and trustees are seeking concessions including removing class-size and workload restrictions. The BCTF's position is to negotiate guaranteed minimum service levels for students, but BCPSEA has shown little or no interest in the quality of education or in fair collective bargaining. The evidence is clear. If minimum service levels are not established in contract, then working and learning conditions will vary widely throughout the province. The following is a representation from the provincial-bargaining-table discussion on Friday, January 9, 1998. School trustees have been elected by their constituents to preserve and work toward improving the education system for the children in our society. Many trustees are doing a good job of that. The concern of the teachers of B.C. is that the workload proposal you have on this table does not facilitate that work, and is in fact a direct attack on the quality of public education. Our proposal (Article D.2), dealing with staffing formulas, is working toward the establishment of minimum service levels for the students of B.C. We need a guarantee that the support that has become essential to the survival of students will not be taken away. Your proposal offers no such guarantee. Instead, it proposes a system of committee-based decision making subject to political pressure and lobbying. What happens with such a system? Look at library services, for example. They have become wildly inconsistent across B.C. In Terrace, there is one teacher-librarian for every 482 students in the district, but in Victoria, there is only one librarian for every 1,763 students! That's one-quarter of the service that Terrace children get. Library services are under attack in many districts and are being seriously eroded: Victoria cut elementary teacher-librarians in 1994. Central Okanagan made severe cuts almost immediately after the ratification of its last collective agreement. Abbotsford cut two-thirds of the elementary teacher librarians in the last 10 years. Langley lost more than half its library service as a result of site-based management. Some new schools in Langley have never had a teacher-librarian. Maple Ridge cut service by 50%. Howe Sound cut service by 50%. Powell River cut 60% of its library service. The most recent example is from Sooke, reported in the January 7, 1998, issue of the Victoria Times Colonist. What will happen to children's awareness of literature, their appreciation for books and learning, and their basic library skills as a result of such actions? Stories like this have not come out of Kimberley, Quesnel, or Armstrong. Nor have we seen them in Surrey, Richmond, or Burnaby. There are no stories like this from North Vancouver, Sunshine Coast, Peace River South, Campbell River, or Arrow Lakes. You won't see them in Mission, Kitimat, Terrace, or Shuswap either. Why not? Those districts have a minimum staffing level for teacher-librarians guaranteed in contract. I want my daughter to be attending a school in one of the those districts so she can have every advantage of learning to love books and learning to conduct research. I want her to have the necessary skills and passions to help her survive in an increasingly complex world. But instead of moving to one of those districts to have access to that service, I'd rather have the guarantee available in every district for every child in B.C. (Note: This is not to say that service levels in existing contracts are adequate, but to demonstrate the need for such a guarantee to ensure that at least some level exists.) Counsellors also under attack In Kitimat, a child who needs help with a course or a teacher, is having problems adjusting to divorce, or is academically unmotivated because of low self-esteem or worse, he/she will have to compete with 417 other students to get access to a school counsellor. Contrast that with Bulkley Valley, where a child will have to get in line with over a thousand other children to see a counsellor. What are the chances of getting to the front of that line? In Peace River North, Central Okanagan, Kamloops, Merritt, or Nanaimo, the line to see a counsellor may have 800 to 1,000 students in it. One counsellor for a thousand students! That's the decision made by trustees in those districts. We can only speculate about the negative effects on children in need in those districts. Children need help sorting through their problems at home. They need help learning how to say ³No² to the drug pusher. They need help learning to feel good about themselves so they can avoid the troubles that have become so common in our society: anorexia, addiction, sexual abuse, AIDS, bulimia, and suicide. We have to give them that help. If I wanted to feel secure about a safety net being provided for my child, I'd move to Kimberley, Armstrong, Shuswap, or Mission. I'd feel good in Kitimat, Surrey, Richmond, or Arrow Lakes. They have guarantees in their contracts. So do North Vancouver, Sunshine Coast, Peace River, Vancouver, and Campbell River. Needy children in those districts have a better chance of getting help, and I'd like every child in B.C. to have access to at least those levels of service preferably the improved level outlined in our proposal. Your proposal potentially destroys the safety nets for students that have already been created. We want to see more safeguards, not fewer. We have similar concerns about what your proposal would do to staffing levels in programs like LAT, special education, ESL, alternate education, gifted, inner-city, hospital/homebound, correspondence, computer assisted, and others listed in our proposal. We need guaranteed service levels in all of those areas. Our members have told us that a staffing formula for these teachers is a top priority for them in this round of bargaining. They were willing to live with status quo on class-size numbers, even though they are far from ideal, in order to achieve the objective of attaining minimum standards in these critical areas of their students' lives. These services affect every student and every teacher, but in districts where there are no guarantees in contract, we are witnessing trustees' deciding to erode those services. You'll say that those trustees had to do it because they did not have enough money. You'll blame it on inadequate funding by the provincial government. But in those districts with contract language, the money is found. It's a matter of priorities. Service to students and quality education are our priorities. Those priorities are not evident in your proposal, but they are in ours. I urge you to return to your board of directors, to make clear to them that our members feel very strongly about the issue of sufficient service levels for children being established across the province. We want to talk about what those numbers should be. Our proposal makes suggestions. We want your ideas on those numbers. We don't want to hear that numbers will be decided on a case-by-case, budget-by-budget basis by boards and administrators who come and go. We've got that now in many districts, and it is NOT working. Our children are being denied services as a result. The teachers of B.C. want the erosion of those services to stop. We must have guarantees. Garry Litke is a member of the BCTF's Bargaining Team. Source: Final Report, Staffing and Class-Size Review Committee, April 1997, B.C. Public School Employer's Association, B.C. Teachers' Federation, B.C. Ministry of Education, Skills and Training. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9734,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 19, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 2006 BC's worst school just may be its best by Gary Mason According to the Fraser Institute’s most recent rankings of British Columbia elementary schools, the picture doesn’t get much grimmer than Roosevelt Park in Prince Rupert. Out of the 1,009 schools rated, Roosevelt Park and two others tied for last. What a morale booster for parents, students, and teachers at Roosevelt Park. The lousiest school in the province. Roosevelt Park’s overall rating out of 10 was 0.0% for 2004–05. That compares with St. George’s, an independent boys school in Vancouver, which scored a perfect 10. Of course, there are a few things that the rankings don’t take into account. You know, just little things the teachers at schools such as St. George’s and others never have to worry about. Like the fact that 71% of the children entering Kindergarten this year at Roosevelt Park were deemed "at risk." What does that mean? It means they did not possess the basic language skills children should possess by the time they’re ready to enter the school system. Many of the kids entering Kindergarten at Roosevelt Park don’t know their colours, for instance, don’t know the difference between an apple and a banana. Many of them have the language skills of a three-year-old. Or less. The Fraser Institute’s rankings are based on results from the Foundation Skills Assessment (FSA), a province-wide test in reading, writing, and numeracy. It is administered each spring to children in Grades 4 and 7. Oh yeah, that’s another thing about Roosevelt Park. Of the 20 pupils who took the FSA test in Grade 4 last year, only 11 had actually been in the school since Kindergarten. There is usually a 50% turnover of pupils from year to year. So, even though many of the children at Roosevelt taking the assessment test each year have received most of their schooling elsewhere, Roosevelt gets stuck with the results. Many of Roosevelt’s classrooms are filled with children who have "issues," as they say. Many are affected by fetal alcohol syndrome. In some classes there might be eight or nine children with special needs. Many children have witnessed horrible violence at home. Or have had to deal with other traumas. One girl just finishing Grade 6 at Roosevelt was recently asked by her teacher, as part of a class exercise, what her earliest childhood memory was. She said she remembered one night when she was seven being left at home alone by her mother who went out for a few drinks. When she didn’t return, the little girl decided to pack up her younger sisters—one was three, the other a newborn—because she feared the people from Children and Family Services would come and apprehend them. It was the middle of the night and the three had to descend a steep staircase from their house. The seven-year-old was trying to manage a buggy and lost control. It went rattling down the stairs with the baby in it, knocking over the three-year-old at the bottom. Thankfully, everyone was okay. By the time the girl told this story, she’d been in five foster homes. A couple of years ago, 40 of the school’s 200 pupils were in government care. That’s another thing the Fraser Institute rankings don’t tell you. Roosevelt Park offers suicide programs. Why? Because once a month or so, a child at the school discloses to someone that she or he is thinking of ending it all. Seems the kids at Roosevelt have things on their minds other than the FSA. Who would have thought? The "lousiest school in the province" has piloted a wonderful new program called Parents as Literacy Supporters, or PALS. It teaches parents how to help their children read and write. You see, many of the parents weren’t taught themselves. There’s another program called Parents and Children Education Services, or PACES. It’s also a first in British Columbia. It offers parents advice on basic parenting skills such as how to play with your children and how to stimulate their minds. At Roosevelt Park, as much of the work is about helping the parents as the students. Roosevelt Park has piloted a number of programs. In fact, it’s been so successful that educators from far and wide have arrived at the school to see the programs in action. The Prince Rupert Daily News did an article on the Fraser Institute’s latest rankings and how Roosevelt Park finished dead last. That must have made the kids feel even better about themselves, don’t you think? Steve Riley, the school’s principal, just shakes his head. What are you going to do? "We’re trying to fix kids here," he said in an interview. "That’s a bigger challenge than getting their FSA results up. There are so many factors in the kids’ lives here that affect their schooling, it’s not even funny." Factors the Fraser Institute’s rankings don’t take into account. Which is why the "lousiest school in the province" may just be the best. Reprinted with permission from The Globe and Mail, June 13, 2006, gmason@globeandmail.com. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141007,info.yahoo.com,https://info.yahoo.com/legal/us/yahoo/utos/utos-173.html,Yahoo Terms of Service Home Mail News Sports Finance Weather Games Groups Answers Screen Flickr Mobile More Celebrity Movies Music TV Health Style Beauty Food Tech Shopping Travel Autos Homes Yahoo Company Info Search Web Sign In Mail Help Account Info Help YahooHome Yahoo Terms of Service Yahoo Info Center > Yahoo Terms Center > Yahoo Terms of Service Email this Page   Print this Page Reference Links Yahoo Terms Center Terms of Service Copyright/IP Policy Privacy Policy More Help Links Sign-in and Registration Help Marketing Preferences Help Account Security Make Yahoo Your Home Page Report Abuse Yahoo Terms of Service 1. ACCEPTANCE OF TERMS Yahoo! Inc. ("Yahoo") welcomes you. Yahoo provides the Yahoo Services (defined below) to you subject to the following Terms of Service ("TOS"), which may be updated by us from time to time without notice to you. You can review the most current version of the TOS at any time at: https://info.yahoo.com/legal/us/yahoo/utos/terms/. By accessing and using the Yahoo Services, you accept and agree to be bound by the terms and provision of the TOS. In addition, when using particular Yahoo owned or operated services, you and Yahoo shall be subject to any posted guidelines or rules applicable to such services, which may be posted and modified from time to time. All such guidelines or rules (including but not limited to our Spam Policy) are hereby incorporated by reference into the TOS. Yahoo may also offer other services that are governed by different Terms of Service. In such cases the other terms of service will be posted on the relevant service to which they apply. 2. DESCRIPTION OF YAHOO! SERVICES Yahoo provides users with access to a rich collection of resources, including without limitation various communications tools, forums, shopping services, search services, personalized content and branded programming through its network of properties which may be accessed through any various medium or device now known or hereafter developed (the "Yahoo Services"). You also understand and agree that the Yahoo Services may include advertisements and that these advertisements are necessary for Yahoo to provide the Yahoo Services. You also understand and agree that the Yahoo Services may include certain communications from Yahoo, such as service announcements, administrative messages and the Yahoo Newsletter, and that these communications are considered part of Yahoo membership and you will not be able to opt out of receiving them. Unless explicitly stated otherwise, any new features that augment or enhance the current Yahoo Services, including the release of new Yahoo properties, shall be subject to the TOS. You understand and agree that the Yahoo Services is provided "AS-IS" and that Yahoo assumes no responsibility for the timeliness, deletion, mis-delivery or failure to store any user communications or personalization settings. You are responsible for obtaining access to the Yahoo Services, and that access may involve third-party fees (such as Internet service provider or airtime charges). You are responsible for those fees, including those fees associated with the display or delivery of advertisements. In addition, you must provide and are responsible for all equipment necessary to access the Yahoo Services. You understand that the technical processing and transmission of the Yahoo Services, including your Content, may involve (a) transmissions over various networks; and (b) changes to conform and adapt to technical requirements of connecting networks or devices. Please be aware that Yahoo has created certain areas on the Yahoo Services that contain adult or mature content. You must be at least 18 years of age to access and view such areas. 3. YOUR REGISTRATION OBLIGATIONS In consideration of your use of the Yahoo Services, you represent that you are of legal age to form a binding contract and are not a person barred from receiving the Yahoo Services under the laws of the United States or other applicable jurisdiction. You also agree to: (a) provide true, accurate, current and complete information about yourself as prompted by the Yahoo Service's registration form (the "Registration Data") and (b) maintain and promptly update the Registration Data to keep it true, accurate, current and complete. If you provide any information that is untrue, inaccurate, not current or incomplete, or Yahoo has reasonable grounds to suspect that such information is untrue, inaccurate, not current or incomplete, Yahoo has the right to suspend or terminate your account and refuse any and all current or future use of the Yahoo Services (or any portion thereof). Yahoo is concerned about the safety and privacy of all its users, particularly children. For this reason, parents of children under the age of 13 who wish to allow their children access to the Yahoo Services must create a Yahoo Family Account. When you create a Yahoo Family Account and add your child to the account, you certify that you are at least 18 years old and that you are the legal guardian of the child/children listed on the Yahoo Family Account. By adding a child to your Yahoo Family Account, you also give your child permission to access many areas of the Yahoo Services, including, email, message boards and instant messaging (among others). Please remember that the Yahoo Services is designed to appeal to a broad audience. Accordingly, as the legal guardian, it is your responsibility to determine whether any of the Yahoo Services areas and/or Content (as defined in Section 6 below) are appropriate for your child. 4. YAHOO! PRIVACY POLICY Registration Data and certain other information about you are subject to our applicable privacy policy. For more information, see the full Yahoo Privacy Policy at https://info.yahoo.com/privacy/us/yahoo/. You understand that through your use of the Yahoo Services you consent to the collection and use (as set forth in the applicable privacy policy) of this information, including the transfer of this information to the United States and/or other countries for storage, processing and use by Yahoo and its affiliates. 5. MEMBER ACCOUNT, PASSWORD AND SECURITY You will receive a password and account designation upon completing the Yahoo Service's registration process. You are responsible for maintaining the confidentiality of the password and account and are fully responsible for all activities that occur under your password or account. You agree to (a) immediately notify Yahoo of any unauthorized use of your password or account or any other breach of security, and (b) ensure that you exit from your account at the end of each session. Yahoo cannot and will not be liable for any loss or damage arising from your failure to comply with this Section 5. 6. MEMBER CONDUCT You understand that all information, data, text, software, music, sound, photographs, graphics, video, messages, tags, or other materials ("Content"), whether publicly posted or privately transmitted, are the sole responsibility of the person from whom such Content originated. This means that you, and not Yahoo, are entirely responsible for all Content that you upload, post, email, transmit or otherwise make available via the Yahoo Services. Yahoo does not control the Content posted via the Yahoo Services and, as such, does not guarantee the accuracy, integrity or quality of such Content. You understand that by using the Yahoo Services, you may be exposed to Content that is offensive, indecent or objectionable. Under no circumstances will Yahoo be liable in any way for any Content, including, but not limited to, any errors or omissions in any Content, or any loss or damage of any kind incurred as a result of the use of any Content posted, emailed, transmitted or otherwise made available via the Yahoo Services. You agree to not use the Yahoo Services to: a. upload, post, email, transmit, or otherwise make available any Content that is unlawful, harmful, threatening, abusive, harassing, tortious, defamatory, vulgar, obscene, libelous, invasive of another's privacy, hateful, or racially, ethnically, or otherwise objectionable; b. harm minors in any way; c. impersonate any person or entity, including, but not limited to, a Yahoo official, forum leader, guide or host, or falsely state or otherwise misrepresent your affiliation with a person or entity; d. forge headers or otherwise manipulate identifiers in order to disguise the origin of any Content transmitted through the Yahoo Service; e. upload, post, email, transmit, or otherwise make available any Content that you do not have a right to make available under any law or under contractual or fiduciary relationships (such as inside information, proprietary and confidential information learned or disclosed as part of employment relationships or under nondisclosure agreements); f. upload, post, email, transmit or otherwise make available any Content that infringes any patent, trademark, trade secret, copyright or other proprietary rights ("Rights") of any party; g. upload, post, email, transmit, or otherwise make available any unsolicited or unauthorized advertising, promotional materials, "junk mail," "spam," "chain letters," "pyramid schemes," or any other form of solicitation, except in those areas (such as shopping) that are designated for such purpose (please read our complete Spam Policy); h. upload, post, email, transmit, or otherwise make available any material that contains software viruses or any other computer code, files or programs designed to interrupt, destroy or limit the functionality of any computer software or hardware or telecommunications equipment; i. disrupt the normal flow of dialogue, cause a screen to "scroll" faster than other users of the Yahoo Services are able to type, or otherwise act in a manner that negatively affects other users' ability to engage in real time exchanges; j. interfere with or disrupt the Yahoo Services or servers or networks connected to the Yahoo Services, or disobey any requirements, procedures, policies or regulations of networks connected to the Yahoo Services, including using any device, software or routine to bypass our robot exclusion headers; k. intentionally or unintentionally violate any applicable local, state, national or international law, including, but not limited to, regulations promulgated by the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission, any rules of any national or other securities exchange, including, without limitation, the New York Stock Exchange, the American Stock Exchange, or the NASDAQ, and any regulations having the force of law; l. provide material support or resources (or to conceal or disguise the nature, location, source, or ownership of material support or resources) to any organization(s) designated by the United States government as a foreign terrorist organization pursuant to section 219 of the Immigration and Nationality Act; m. "stalk" or otherwise harass another; and/or n. collect or store personal data about other users in connection with the prohibited conduct and activities set forth in paragraphs a through m above. You acknowledge that Yahoo may or may not pre-screen Content, but that Yahoo and its designees shall have the right (but not the obligation) in their sole discretion to pre-screen, refuse, or remove any Content that is available via the Yahoo Services. Without limiting the foregoing, Yahoo and its designees shall have the right to remove any Content that violates the TOS or is otherwise objectionable. You agree that you must evaluate, and bear all risks associated with, the use of any Content, including any reliance on the accuracy, completeness, or usefulness of such Content. In this regard, you acknowledge that you may not rely on any Content created by Yahoo or submitted to Yahoo, including without limitation information in Yahoo Message Boards and in all other parts of the Yahoo Services. You acknowledge, consent and agree that Yahoo may access, preserve and disclose your account information and Content if required to do so by law or in a good faith belief that such access preservation or disclosure is reasonably necessary to: (i) comply with legal process; (ii) enforce the TOS; (iii) respond to claims that any Content violates the rights of third parties; (iv) respond to your requests for customer service; or (v) protect the rights, property or personal safety of Yahoo, its users and the public. You understand that the Yahoo Services and software embodied within the Yahoo Services may include security components that permit digital materials to be protected, and that use of these materials is subject to usage rules set by Yahoo and/or content providers who provide content to the Yahoo Services. You may not attempt to override or circumvent any of the usage rules embedded into the Yahoo Services. Any unauthorized reproduction, publication, further distribution or public exhibition of the materials provided on the Yahoo Services, in whole or in part, is strictly prohibited. 7. INTERSTATE NATURE OF COMMUNICATIONS ON YAHOO! NETWORK When you register with Yahoo, you acknowledge that in using the Yahoo Services to send electronic communications (including but not limited to email, search queries, sending messages to Yahoo Chat or Yahoo Groups, uploading photos and files to Flickr, and other Internet activities), you will be causing communications to be sent through Yahoo's computer networks, portions of which are located in California, Texas, Virginia, and other locations in the United States and portions of which are located abroad. As a result, and also as a result of Yahoo's network architecture and business practices and the nature of electronic communications, even communications that seem to be intrastate in nature can result in the transmission of interstate communications regardless of where you are physically located at the time of transmission. Accordingly, by agreeing to this TOS, you acknowledge that use of the service results in interstate data transmissions. 8. SPECIAL ADMONITIONS FOR INTERNATIONAL USE AND EXPORT AND IMPORT COMPLIANCE Recognizing the global nature of the Internet, you agree to comply with all local rules regarding online conduct and acceptable Content. Use of the Yahoo Services and transfer, posting and uploading of software, technology, and other technical data via the Yahoo Services may be subject to the export and import laws of the United States and other countries. You agree to comply with all applicable export and import laws and regulations, including without limitation the Export Administration Regulations (see http://www.access.gpo.gov/bis/ear/ear_data.html) and sanctions control programs of the United States (see http://www.treasury.gov/resource-center/sanctions/Programs/Pages/Programs.aspx). In particular, you represent and warrant that you: (a) are not a prohibited party identified on any government export exclusion lists (see http://www.bis.doc.gov/complianceandenforcement/liststocheck.htm) or a member of a government of any other export-prohibited countries as identified in applicable export and import laws and regulations; (b) will not transfer software, technology, and other technical data via the Yahoo Services to export-prohibited parties or countries; (c) will not use the Yahoo Services for military, nuclear, missile, chemical or biological weaponry end uses in violation of U.S. export laws; and (d) will not transfer, upload, or post via the Yahoo Services any software, technology or other technical data in violation of U.S. or other applicable export or import laws. 9. CONTENT SUBMITTED OR MADE AVAILABLE FOR INCLUSION ON THE YAHOO! SERVICES Yahoo does not claim ownership of Content you submit or make available for inclusion on the Yahoo Services. However, with respect to Content you submit or make available for inclusion on publicly accessible areas of the Yahoo Services, you grant Yahoo the following worldwide, royalty-free and non-exclusive license(s), as applicable: a. With respect to Content you submit or make available for inclusion on publicly accessible areas of Yahoo Groups, the license to use, distribute, reproduce, modify, adapt, publicly perform and publicly display such Content on the Yahoo Services solely for the purposes of providing and promoting the specific Yahoo Group to which such Content was submitted or made available. This license exists only for as long as you elect to continue to include such Content on the Yahoo Services and will terminate at the time you remove or Yahoo removes such Content from the Yahoo Services. b. With respect to photos, graphics, audio or video you submit or make available for inclusion on publicly accessible areas of the Yahoo Services other than Yahoo Groups, the license to use, distribute, reproduce, modify, adapt, publicly perform and publicly display such Content on the Yahoo Services solely for the purpose for which such Content was submitted or made available. This license exists only for as long as you elect to continue to include such Content on the Yahoo Services and will terminate at the time you remove or Yahoo removes such Content from the Yahoo Services. c. With respect to Content other than photos, graphics, audio or video you submit or make available for inclusion on publicly accessible areas of the Yahoo Services other than Yahoo Groups, the perpetual, irrevocable and fully sublicensable license to use, distribute, reproduce, modify, adapt, publish, translate, publicly perform and publicly display such Content (in whole or in part) and to incorporate such Content into other works in any format or medium now known or later developed. "Publicly accessible" areas of the Yahoo Services are those areas of the Yahoo network of properties that are intended by Yahoo to be available to the general public. By way of example, publicly accessible areas of the Yahoo Services would include Yahoo Message Boards and portions of Yahoo Groups and Flickr that are open to both members and visitors. However, publicly accessible areas of the Yahoo Services would not include portions of Yahoo Groups that are limited to members, Yahoo services intended for private communication such as Yahoo Mail or Yahoo Messenger, or areas off of the Yahoo network of properties such as portions of World Wide Web sites that are accessible via hypertext or other links but are not hosted or served by Yahoo. 10. CONTRIBUTIONS TO YAHOO! By submitting ideas, suggestions, documents, and/or proposals ("Contributions") to Yahoo through its suggestion or feedback webpages, you acknowledge and agree that: (a) your Contributions do not contain confidential or proprietary information; (b) Yahoo is not under any obligation of confidentiality, express or implied, with respect to the Contributions; (c) Yahoo shall be entitled to use or disclose (or choose not to use or disclose) such Contributions for any purpose, in any way, in any media worldwide; (d) Yahoo may have something similar to the Contributions already under consideration or in development; (e) your Contributions automatically become the property of Yahoo without any obligation of Yahoo to you; and (f) you are not entitled to any compensation or reimbursement of any kind from Yahoo under any circumstances. 11. INDEMNITY You agree to indemnify and hold Yahoo and its subsidiaries, affiliates, officers, agents, employees, partners and licensors harmless from any claim or demand, including reasonable attorneys' fees, made by any third party due to or arising out of Content you submit, post, transmit, modify or otherwise make available through the Yahoo Services, your use of the Yahoo Services, your connection to the Yahoo Services, your violation of the TOS, or your violation of any rights of another. 12. NO COMMERCIAL REUSE OF YAHOO! SERVICES You agree not to reproduce, duplicate, copy, sell, trade, resell or exploit for any commercial purposes, any portion or use of, or access to, the Yahoo Services (including Content, advertisements, Software and your Yahoo ID). 13. GENERAL PRACTICES REGARDING USE AND STORAGE You acknowledge that Yahoo may establish general practices and limits concerning use of the Yahoo Services, including without limitation the maximum number of days that email messages, message board postings or other uploaded Content will be retained by the Yahoo Services, the maximum number of email messages that may be sent from or received by an account on the Yahoo Services, the maximum size of any email message that may be sent from or received by an account on the Yahoo Services, the maximum disk space that will be allotted on Yahoo's servers on your behalf, and the maximum number of times (and the maximum duration for which) you may access the Yahoo Services in a given period of time. You agree that Yahoo has no responsibility or liability for the deletion or failure to store any messages and other communications or other Content maintained or transmitted by the Yahoo Services. You acknowledge that Yahoo reserves the right to log off accounts that are inactive for an extended period of time. You further acknowledge that Yahoo reserves the right to modify these general practices and limits from time to time. Yahoo Messenger, including any web-based versions, will allow you and the people with whom you communicate to save your conversations in your Yahoo accounts located on Yahoo servers. This means you can access and search your message history from any computer with access to the internet. Whether or not you use this feature, other users may choose to use it to save conversations with you in their account on Yahoo too. Your agreement to this TOS constitutes your consent to allow Yahoo to store these communications on its servers. 14. MODIFICATIONS TO YAHOO! SERVICES Yahoo reserves the right at any time and from time to time to modify or discontinue, temporarily or permanently, the Yahoo Services (or any part thereof) with or without notice. You agree that Yahoo shall not be liable to you or to any third party for any modification, suspension or discontinuance of the Yahoo Services (or any part thereof). 15. TERMINATION You may terminate your Yahoo account, any associated email address and access to the Yahoo Services by submitting such termination request to Yahoo. You agree that Yahoo may, without prior notice, immediately terminate, limit your access to or suspend your Yahoo account, any associated email address, and access to the Yahoo Services. Cause for such termination, limitation of access or suspension shall include, but not be limited to, (a) breaches or violations of the TOS or other incorporated agreements or guidelines, (b)requests by law enforcement or other government agencies, (c) discontinuance or material modification to the Yahoo Services (or any part thereof), (d) unexpected technical or security issues or problems, (e) extended periods of inactivity, (f) engagement by you in fraudulent or illegal activities, and/or (g) nonpayment of any fees owed by you in connection with the Yahoo Services. Further, you agree that all terminations, limitations of access and suspensions for cause shall be made in Yahoo's sole discretion and that Yahoo shall not be liable to you or any third party for any termination of your account, any associated email address, or access to the Yahoo Services. Termination of your Yahoo account includes any or all of the following: (a) removal of access to all or part of the offerings within the Yahoo Services, (b) deletion of your password and all related information, files and content associated with or inside your account (or any part thereof), and (c) barring of further use of all or part of the Yahoo Services. 16. DEALINGS WITH ADVERTISERS Your correspondence or business dealings with, or participation in promotions of, advertisers found on or through the Yahoo Services, including payment and delivery of related goods or services, and any other terms, conditions, warranties or representations associated with such dealings, are solely between you and such advertiser. You agree that Yahoo shall not be responsible or liable for any loss or damage of any sort incurred as the result of any such dealings or as the result of the presence of such advertisers on the Yahoo Services. 17. LINKS The Yahoo Services may provide, or third parties may provide, links to other World Wide Web sites or resources. You acknowledge and agree that Yahoo is not responsible for the availability of such external sites or resources, and does not endorse and is not responsible or liable for any Content, advertising, products or other materials on or available from such sites or resources. You further acknowledge and agree that Yahoo shall not be responsible or liable, directly or indirectly, for any damage or loss caused or alleged to be caused by or in connection with use of or reliance on any such Content, goods or services available on or through any such site or resource. 18. YAHOO!'S PROPRIETARY RIGHTS You acknowledge and agree that the Yahoo Services and any necessary software used in connection with the Yahoo Services ("Software") contain proprietary and confidential information that is protected by applicable intellectual property and other laws. You further acknowledge and agree that Content contained in advertisements or information presented to you through the Yahoo Services or by advertisers is protected by copyrights, trademarks, service marks, patents or other proprietary rights and laws. Except as expressly permitted by applicable law or as authorized by Yahoo or the applicable licensor (such as an advertiser), you agree not to modify, rent, lease, loan, sell, distribute, transmit, broadcast, publicly perform or create derivative works based on the Yahoo Services, such Content or the Software, in whole or in part. Yahoo grants you a personal, non-transferable and non-exclusive right and license to use the object code of its Software on a single computer; provided that you do not (and do not allow any third party to) copy, modify, create a derivative work from, reverse engineer, reverse assemble or otherwise attempt to discover any source code, sell, assign, sublicense, grant a security interest in or otherwise transfer any right in the Software. You agree not to modify the Software in any manner or form, nor to use modified versions of the Software, including (without limitation) for the purpose of obtaining unauthorized access to the Yahoo Services. You agree not to access the Yahoo Services by any means other than through the interface that is provided by Yahoo for use in accessing the Yahoo Services. 19. DISCLAIMER OF WARRANTIES YOU EXPRESSLY UNDERSTAND AND AGREE THAT: a. YOUR USE OF THE YAHOO! SERVICES AND SOFTWARE ARE AT YOUR SOLE RISK. THE YAHOO! SERVICES AND SOFTWARE ARE PROVIDED ON AN "AS IS" AND "AS AVAILABLE" BASIS. YAHOO AND ITS SUBSIDIARIES, AFFILIATES, OFFICERS, EMPLOYEES, AGENTS, PARTNERS AND LICENSORS EXPRESSLY DISCLAIM ALL WARRANTIES OF ANY KIND, WHETHER EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, INCLUDING, BUT NOT LIMITED TO THE IMPLIED WARRANTIES OF TITLE, MERCHANTABILITY, FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE AND NON-INFRINGEMENT. b. YAHOO! AND ITS SUBSIDIARIES, AFFILIATES, OFFICERS, EMPLOYEES, AGENTS, PARTNERS AND LICENSORS MAKE NO WARRANTY THAT (i) THE YAHOO! SERVICES OR SOFTWARE WILL MEET YOUR REQUIREMENTS; (ii) THE YAHOO! SERVICES OR SOFTWARE WILL BE UNINTERRUPTED, TIMELY, SECURE OR ERROR-FREE; (iii) THE RESULTS THAT MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE USE OF THE YAHOO! SERVICES OR SOFTWARE WILL BE ACCURATE OR RELIABLE; (iv) THE QUALITY OF ANY PRODUCTS, SERVICES, INFORMATION OR OTHER MATERIAL PURCHASED OR OBTAINED BY YOU THROUGH THE YAHOO! SERVICES OR SOFTWARE WILL MEET YOUR EXPECTATIONS; AND (v) ANY ERRORS IN THE SOFTWARE WILL BE CORRECTED. c. ANY MATERIAL DOWNLOADED OR OTHERWISE OBTAINED THROUGH THE USE OF THE YAHOO! SERVICES OR SOFTWARE IS ACCESSED AT YOUR OWN DISCRETION AND RISK, AND YOU WILL BE SOLELY RESPONSIBLE FOR AND HEREBY WAIVE ANY AND ALL CLAIMS AND CAUSES OF ACTION WITH RESPECT TO ANY DAMAGE TO YOUR COMPUTER SYSTEM, INTERNET ACCESS, DOWNLOAD OR DISPLAY DEVICE, OR LOSS OF DATA THAT RESULTS FROM THE DOWNLOAD OF ANY SUCH MATERIAL. d. NO ADVICE OR INFORMATION, WHETHER ORAL OR WRITTEN, OBTAINED BY YOU FROM YAHOO! OR THROUGH OR FROM THE YAHOO! SERVICES OR SOFTWARE SHALL CREATE ANY WARRANTY NOT EXPRESSLY STATED IN THE TOS. e. A SMALL PERCENTAGE OF USERS MAY EXPERIENCE EPILEPTIC SEIZURES WHEN EXPOSED TO CERTAIN LIGHT PATTERNS OR BACKGROUNDS ON A COMPUTER SCREEN OR WHILE USING THE YAHOO! SERVICE. CERTAIN CONDITIONS MAY INDUCE PREVIOUSLY UNDETECTED EPILEPTIC SYMPTOMS EVEN IN USERS WHO HAVE NO HISTORY OF PRIOR SEIZURES OR EPILEPSY. IF YOU, OR ANYONE IN YOUR FAMILY, HAVE AN EPILEPTIC CONDITION, CONSULT YOUR PHYSICIAN PRIOR TO USING THE YAHOO! SERVICE. IMMEDIATELY DISCONTINUE USE OF THE YAHOO! SERVICES AND CONSULT YOUR PHYSICIAN IF YOU EXPERIENCE ANY OF THE FOLLOWING SYMPTOMS WHILE USING THE YAHOO! SERVICE: DIZZINESS, ALTERED VISION, EYE OR MUSCLE TWITCHES, LOSS OF AWARENESS, DISORIENTATION, ANY INVOLUNTARY MOVEMENT, OR CONVULSIONS. 20. LIMITATION OF LIABILITY YOU EXPRESSLY UNDERSTAND AND AGREE THAT YAHOO! AND ITS SUBSIDIARIES, AFFILIATES, OFFICERS, EMPLOYEES, AGENTS, PARTNERS AND LICENSORS SHALL NOT BE LIABLE TO YOU FOR ANY PUNITIVE, INDIRECT, INCIDENTAL, SPECIAL, CONSEQUENTIAL OR EXEMPLARY DAMAGES, INCLUDING, BUT NOT LIMITED TO, DAMAGES FOR LOSS OF PROFITS, GOODWILL, USE, DATA OR OTHER INTANGIBLE LOSSES (EVEN IF YAHOO! HAS BEEN ADVISED OF THE POSSIBILITY OF SUCH DAMAGES), RESULTING FROM: (a) THE USE OR THE INABILITY TO USE THE YAHOO! SERVICE; (b) THE COST OF PROCUREMENT OF SUBSTITUTE GOODS AND SERVICES; (c) UNAUTHORIZED ACCESS TO OR ALTERATION OF YOUR TRANSMISSIONS OR DATA; (d) STATEMENTS OR CONDUCT OF ANY THIRD PARTY ON THE YAHOO! SERVICE; OR (e) ANY OTHER MATTER RELATING TO THE YAHOO! SERVICE. 21. EXCLUSIONS AND LIMITATIONS SOME JURISDICTIONS DO NOT ALLOW THE EXCLUSION OF CERTAIN WARRANTIES OR THE LIMITATION OR EXCLUSION OF LIABILITY FOR INCIDENTAL OR CONSEQUENTIAL DAMAGES. ACCORDINGLY, SOME OF THE ABOVE LIMITATIONS OF SECTIONS 19 AND 20 MAY NOT APPLY TO YOU. 22. SPECIAL ADMONITION FOR YAHOO! SERVICES RELATING TO FINANCIAL MATTERS If you intend to create or join any service, receive or request any news, messages, alerts or other information from the Yahoo Services concerning companies, stock quotes, investments or securities, please read the above Sections 19 and 20 again. They go doubly for you. In addition, for this type of information particularly, the phrase "Let the investor beware" is apt. The Yahoo Services is provided for informational purposes only, and no Content included in the Yahoo Services is intended for trading or investing purposes. Yahoo and its licensors shall not be responsible or liable for the accuracy, usefulness or availability of any information transmitted or made available via the Yahoo Services, and shall not be responsible or liable for any trading or investment decisions based on such information. 23. NO THIRD-PARTY BENEFICIARIES You agree that, except as otherwise expressly provided in this TOS, there shall be no third-party beneficiaries to this agreement. 24. NOTICE Yahoo may provide you with notices, including those regarding changes to the TOS, including by but not limited to email, regular mail, SMS, MMS, text message, postings on the Yahoo Services, or other reasonable means now known or hereafter developed. Such notices may not be received if you violate this TOS by accessing the Yahoo Services in an unauthorized manner. Your agreement to this TOS constitutes your agreement that you are deemed to have received any and all notices that would have been delivered had you accessed the Yahoo Services in an authorized manner. 25. TRADEMARK INFORMATION You agree that all of Yahoo’s trademarks, trade names, service marks and other Yahoo logos and brand features, and product and service names are trademarks and the property of Yahoo! Inc. (the "Yahoo Marks"). Without Yahoo's prior permission, you agree not to display or use in any manner the Yahoo Marks. 26. NOTICE AND PROCEDURE FOR MAKING CLAIMS OF COPYRIGHT OR INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY INFRINGEMENT Yahoo respects the intellectual property of others, and we ask our users to do the same. Yahoo may, in appropriate circumstances and at its discretion, disable and/or terminate the accounts of users who may be repeat infringers. If you believe that your work has been copied in a way that constitutes copyright infringement, or your intellectual property rights have been otherwise violated, please provide Yahoo's Copyright Agent the following information: a. an electronic or physical signature of the person authorized to act on behalf of the owner of the copyright or other intellectual property interest; b. a description of the copyrighted work or other intellectual property that you claim has been infringed; c. a description of where the material that you claim is infringing is located on the site; d. your address, telephone number, and email address; e. a statement by you that you have a good faith belief that the disputed use is not authorized by the copyright owner, its agent, or the law; f. a statement by you, made under penalty of perjury, that the above information in your notice is accurate and that you are the copyright or intellectual property owner or authorized to act on the copyright or intellectual property owner's behalf. Yahoo's Agent for Notice of claims of copyright or other intellectual property infringement can be reached as follows: By mail: Copyright Agent c/o Yahoo! Inc. 701 First Avenue Sunnyvale, CA 94089 By phone: (408) 349-5080 By fax: (408) 349-7821 By email: copyright@yahoo-inc.com 27. CLOSED CAPTIONING Yahoo complies with applicable Federal Communications Commission rules and regulations regarding the closed captioning of video content. Please visit info.yahoo.com/legal/us/yahoo/cc/en-us/ for more information or to register any concerns or complaints regarding video content accessible on the Yahoo network of properties. 28. GENERAL INFORMATION Entire Agreement. The TOS constitutes the entire agreement between you and Yahoo and governs your use of the Yahoo Services, superseding any prior version of this TOS between you and Yahoo with respect to the Yahoo Services. You also may be subject to additional terms and conditions that may apply when you use or purchase certain other Yahoo services, affiliate services, third-party content or third-party software. Choice of Law and Forum. You and Yahoo each agree that the TOS and the relationship between the parties shall be governed by the laws of the State of California without regard to its conflict of law provisions and that any and all claims, causes of action or disputes (regardless of theory) arising out of or relating to the TOS, or the relationship between you and Yahoo, shall be brought exclusively in the courts located in the county of Santa Clara, California or the U.S. District Court for the Northern District of California. You and Yahoo agree to submit to the personal jurisdiction of the courts located within the county of Santa Clara, California or the Northern District of California, and agree to waive any and all objections to the exercise of jurisdiction over the parties by such courts and to venue in such courts. Waiver and Severability of Terms. The failure of Yahoo to exercise or enforce any right or provision of the TOS shall not constitute a waiver of such right or provision. If any provision of the TOS is found by a court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid, the parties nevertheless agree that the court should endeavor to give effect to the parties' intentions as reflected in the provision, and the other provisions of the TOS remain in full force and effect. No Right of Survivorship and Non-Transferability. You agree that your Yahoo account is non-transferable and any rights to your Yahoo ID or contents within your account terminate upon your death. Upon receipt of a copy of a death certificate, your account may be terminated and all contents therein permanently deleted. Statute of Limitations. You agree that regardless of any statute or law to the contrary, any claim or cause of action arising out of or related to use of the Yahoo Services or the TOS must be filed within one (1) year after such claim or cause of action arose or be forever barred. The section titles in the TOS are for convenience only and have no legal or contractual effect. 29. VIOLATIONS Please report any violations of the TOS to our Customer Care group. Last updated March 16, 2012)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7180&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, No. 2, October 2005 Ten new BCTF lesson aids 1LA 2012—Trade My Way: Getting Ahead in the Global Trade Market by Victoria International Development Education Association, 70 p. ©2005. This resource package contains five separate guides in a folder. Each guide is easy to read and provides a brief overview of the subject with relevant factoids appearing in separate windows. Each guide concludes with a comprehensive list of web resources to encourage deeper research and action. The topics of the guides are: Teaching for Change , Treasure Islands (a brief history of the South Pacific relating to trade issues common to other developing nations), Trade Matters (an introduction to global trade), Co-operation Works (corporation vs. co-operation), Trade My Way (how to change the world for the better with consumer and career choices). Suitable for Grades 8, 9 and 12 Economics, Grades 8–11 Marketing, Grades 8–12 Language Arts; Grades 8–12 Home Economics, and Grades 9 and 11 Social Studies. $21.95 2LA 9345—A Day in the Life of a Child in Sierra Leone by Natalie Charlton and Janet Sondresen, ©2004. With the assistance of Sierra Leonean teachers, the Canadian teachers developed this kit, which is user friendly for the Grade 6 teacher and incorporates the objectives of the social studies IRP, and also reflects the current Sierra Leonean culture. The kit includes one large handmade gara cloth bag with one green binder which includes three units and four colour location overheads; one set of laminated historical timeline cards, one CIDA Movers and Shakers magazine, five sets of laminated children's drawing cards, 24 colour photos relating to the rebel war, the effects of war on children; rights of children's education; and rebuilding Sierra Leone; a small red gara bag with laminated food activity cards; a small blue gara bag with laminated shelter activity cards and a small green gara bag with one CD with six power-point presentations; three sets of water proverbs, one set of scenario cards, one white postcard and one black postcard. $415 3LA 9772—Mooving and Grooving: A User Friendly Dance Program for Schools and Community Groups by Nick and Mary Anne Turner, 166 p. and 8 music CDs, ©2004. This resource promotes the culture of square and round dancing, and the social, mental and physical health benefits of these dance forms. The package includes eight audio CDs of dance music and a resource binder. The resource book includes CD content lists and two dance sections on moving and grooving. Each section can be used as a stand alone program or the sections can be combined. All dances are non-sex-oriented. The moving section includes collections of traditional dances and solo dances, notes for teachers, partner dances, trio dances, mescolanzas, contra dances, traditional squares and an index for moving. The grooving section is entirely modern square dancing and includes caller biographies, 10 teaching units, index for grooving section and abbreviations explained. Grades 3–12. $89.95 4LA 8021—A Communication Framework for Family Literacy: Bridging Differences, Planning and Building Skills Sets by Jean Fowler and Sydney Hook, 64 p. ©2005. This guide, written by two speech language pathologists, offers an undertstanding about the importance of a communication framework as an underlying process when working with families and their children within a school context. The authors discuss definitions of family literacy and the role of interaction in adult-child relationships and provide information and skill sets on how to plan and implement a communications framework in family literacy. References to current literature which guide the framework are included. While the framework can be applied in any family literacy programs, it may be of particular interest to those educators working in multicultural schools and communities who wish to involve parents in supporting their children’s literacy development. K–3 $12.95 5LA 9928—About IEPs by Learning Assistance Teachers’ Association, 100p. and CD Rom, Fall 2003. This issue of LATA’s The Vital Link Journal, v. 9, no. 1, features articles on IEPs, which give students the dignity and the time to be successful in their pursuit of education. Included in this issue is a CD Rom containing manual templates, IEP short form, IEP long form and checklist of adaptations and modifications. K–12 $12 6LA 9929—Learning Assistance: Heading Into the Future by Learning Assistance Teachers’ Association, 88 p. Summer 2004. This issue of LATA's The Vital Link Journal, v. 9, no. 2, features articles and viewpoints from learning assistance teachers. K–12 $12 7LA 9531—Cycle of Life/Recycle: Handbook for Educators (K–7) by the Artist Response Team, 282 p. & music CD, ©2004. This handbook is a companion guide to the accompanying Cycle of Life music CD by Holly Arntzen and the Voice of Nature singers—young school children from Vancouver, Victoria, Gatineau and Calgary. The CD features songs about endangered species and sustainibility. The handbook and CD are designed to assist teachers in promoting ecological literacy. Issues around endangered species across Canada and what people can do to assist them are addressed. Each song unit is a teacher-friendly lesson, or series of lessons, with many suggested activities from simple to extensive which are linked to the prescribed learning outcomes of the new K–7 science IRP. Science information and the link to recycling is fully explained. The text contains reproducible masters and illustrations. Activities in language arts, social studies, science and math, and other subjects are linked by song lyrics through music, information, stories and illustrations. Connections are made between protecting habitat, reducing ecological footprint, and recycling beverage containers—an action within the power of a child. Recommended by the BC Ministry of Education. Grades K–7 $55 8LA 9171A—Heartbreak And Heroes by Iris Tuftin, 105 p. ©2004. In this novel, written by the same author as LA 9167A Cowboy Up, Cole, the Hollis family extends an invitation to another troubled teenager—a 14-year-old, rich and spoiled girl who brings the young active family trying times and heartbreak. Grades 5–9. $12.95 Also, LA 9171B Heartbreak and Heroes—Novel Study, 44 p. This novel study includes a chapter by chapter teacher’s guide. Also included are reproducible student resource and activity pages related to a variety of subject areas such as language arts, math, art, drama and equine studies, as well as research activities, group projects and web site links. $14.95 9LA 9339—Kids Who Care/Des jeunes motivés by Foster Parents Plan, CD Rom, ©1998. This CD ROM, which includes a multi-part study guide, available both in French and English, and a video clip on a CD Rom format suitable for PC and MAC computers, engages students with social, economic and environmental issues in West Africa. The program includes: a 23-min. video filmed in West Africa presenting issues such as deforestation, the importance of clean water for health, the Rights of the Child, community co-operation, and the ways in which environmental issues around the world are connected. Includes a Teacher’s Guide with detailed notes and lesson plans, including black-line masters, maps and graphics and a step-by-step Student Action Guide to starting a global education or environmental club, complete with ideas for student-led projects. Group and individual activities are relevant to social studies, civics and environmental science curricula. Materials are also available online in English www.kidswhocarecanada.ca, and in French at www.desjeunesmotives.ca. Also included are four Africa colour posters. Grades 4+ $4.95 10LA 9342—Thirsty Planet: World Water Lessons for Elementary Students by CoDevelopment Canada, 50 p. ©2004. This is a resource book for elementary students learning about water challenges in Canada and around the world from a social perspective. The resource kit includes a teacher’s guide to activities, 12 activities with handouts, a sampling of on-line, print and multimedia and field trip opportunities, and supplementary materials and photos contained on a CD Rom with links to prescribed learning outcomes by subject and grade plus additional resources for teachers and students. Grades 4–7. $19.95 Many curriculum resources and information are available at www.bcalmer.ca/ To order any of the above lesson aids, enclose a cheque payable to the BCTF or authorized purchase order to BCTF Lesson Aids Service 100–550 West 6th Ave., Vancouver, BC V5Z 4P2 or telephone 604-871-2180 or toll free 1-800-663-9163, Local 2180, with a Visa or Mastercard. GST and postage/ handling are included in the prices. Orders are sent by return mail. Lesson Aids office and display room hours: 9:00—5:00 Mon. to Fri. from Sept. to June; 9:00–5:00 Tues. to Fri. during July and Aug.; 9:00—12:00 on Sat. during Sept., Oct., Jan., and Feb. bctf.ca/LessonAids)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=24167&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > October 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 2, October 2011   Resources: Protecting your online rep How can you help kids protect themselves and their future online? Today’s world is vastly different from that of a generation ago. Perhaps nowhere is this more evident than when it comes to information and communications technology, and media. And without question, today’s youth are the first in line to deal with the effects of this change.  A generation ago, when teachers and other community leaders talked to kids about media awareness, it had to do with how on-screen images and advertisements could affect how they viewed the world and themselves. In comparison, today’s youth are not just the audience, but also the actors. Advertisers not only seek to influence, but learn as much as possible about—and even track—them. On top of it all, what kids post online can have dramatic and lasting effects on relationships with their peers and even their future academic and employment prospects. As has been said, “the Net never forgets.” Increasingly, it’s important for educators, community leaders, and parents to give today’s kids guidance in this brave new world. Of course, it’s difficult to fill that role when many of us lack the knowledge because we lack the experience. Let’s face it. It’s hard to put ourselves in the shoes of kids today and their reality of constant texts, tweets, wall postings, and cellphone videos that can be filmed and shared with billions of people in a matter of minutes. While this environment has the potential for youth to show off their imagination and creative flair like never before, it also includes the unfortunate realities of “cyberbullying” and “sexting.” Thankfully, there is a new resource which can help you learn about this world and provide guidance to your students who walk in it every day. The Office of the Privacy Commissioner of Canada has developed a resource kit to help teachers and community leaders talk with younger Canadians about protecting their privacy online. The youth presentation package—Protecting Your Online Rep—offers people who work with youth the information necessary to offer an engaging and effective presentation in their own schools and communities. The package includes a PowerPoint presentation with detailed speaking notes for each slide, along with class discussion topics, targeted at Grades 9 to 12. In addition, presentations for Grades 7–8 and 4–6 are in development and will be available later this year. The goal of the new tool is to teach young people that technology can affect their privacy, and to show them how to build a secure online identity and keep their personal information safe. It was built from discussions held with students and teachers across the country, whose needs and concerns influenced its content and design. It’s been made to equip educators to deliver relevant information on a sometimes difficult subject in an interesting and engaging way. If you’re interested in talking to your students about protecting their online rep in an increasingly online world, you can find the presentation materials online right here: www.youthprivacy.ca/en/9-12presentation.html   For more information, contact Kristen Yates at 613-947-7240 or kristen.yates@priv.gc.ca.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=21200,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 7, May/June 2010  Kenya, Summer 2009 By Steve Fairbairn Education Beyond Borders (www.educationbeyondborders.org) is a Canadian Non-Governmental Organization (NGO) that was started and is currently being organized by Noble Kelly, a teacher on leave from West Vancouver School District (and they should be thanked whole heartedly for supporting him in his life’s journey). EBB is an organization with a difference, as it is truly a grass-roots project that has been quietly growing over the last three years by making connections directly with the local teachers and other like-minded NGOs. EBB fundraising even covers the costs of providing travel, accommodation, and food for the local Kenyan teachers attending the workshops. The issue of providing financial support to the Kenyan teachers is important. They often do not have access to personal transportation (some have small motorcycles, the odd participant had a small tired-out car, but most depend on public transportation to get to the workshop sites), personal computers, professional development funding, classroom supplies, or many other things we take for granted here in Canada. We came from across Canada and the USA. We came from many different teaching backgrounds and situations, from Fine Arts schools and Alternate Education settings, as well as your more run-of-the-mill primary and secondary schools. Over the course of two-and-a-half weeks, we shared our enthusiasm, passion, excitement, flexibility, dedication, and a willingness to share our skills and passions with our colleagues in Kenya. We debated, we laughed, we questioned, and we grew together. We arrived in Africa, met each other, and packed our belongings into two small vans (and when I say packed, think sardines. I travelled for eight hours with luggage on my lap and on the floor between my legs. Forget air conditioning, think dust). That day was worth the price of admission on its own. You haven’t lived until you’ve travelled the roads of Africa after dark. From our first accommodations in a beautiful grass-roofed house beside a watering hole in a nature conservancy, we traveled daily to Nanyuki High School for Boys, where we met our co-presenters and began to plan in earnest for our first set of week-long workshops. Our days were filled from dawn to well past dusk with planning, visits to schools, and ministry officials. On one school visit, we were able to gather together enough money between us to purchase a classroom full of brand new desks and chairs. I was able to donate 50 scientific calculators (solar powered) to a secondary school that had never before had a calculator. Just imagine Grade 10 math (and a national exam too) without a calculator—and by the way, their curriculum is very similar to ours here in BC! The school system in Kenya is modeled on the old English system, with forms and standards instead of grades, and where progress through each grade is solely dependent on passing a final exam worth 100% of your mark. It is a system that is nominally free, if you can afford the uniform, and/or the boarding fees. It is a system where there are only about a third the spaces for secondary school as there are for elementary school, so that Grade 8 standardized test really does mean success or failure. The schools reflect the small tax base—if the principal and the teachers haven’t raised the money, likely the school doesn’t have it (plumbing, floors, books, learning aids, and so on). Before we knew it, the first week was over and we’d presented nearly 50 separate workshops on teaching methodologies such as learning styles, co-operative classrooms, inquiry learning, understanding by design, creating a positive classroom environment, formative assessment, assessment for learning, rubrics, professional learning communities, co-operative and discovery learning, and study and organizational skills. We worked on subject-based topics in the curricular areas of math, science, and English at both the elementary and secondary levels. We’d also begun to grasp the unique challenges of teaching in schools without resources, in classrooms with 40, 50, or more children. We tried to understand a system where all children are learning in their second (or third) language, as English is the language of instruction but it is not the mother tongue in Kenya. The light bulb went on a bit brighter when I figured out that every teacher was teaching in his or her second language too! With Saturday coming to an end we packed up our stuff, loaded those vans again, and hit the roads for a six-hour drive across central Kenya. We arrived at Utumishi High School for Boys, and once again we tossed coins to see who’d share which bedroom with whom. Planning began again on Sunday and the workshops ramped up first thing Monday morning. We had the luxury of having access to a computer lab here; so many of the Kenyan teachers got to access “technology” —some for the very first time! I got the special treat of being taken under the wing of the workshop cook—Walter. He let me help him serve and haul buckets of food. I got a tour of the school kitchen (anyone see a refrigerator?) and I got lessons on how to properly cook ugali—a porridge made of maize flour, water, and heat. You know it is ready to eat when the paddle comes out of it without any ugali sticking to it. Then it lasts for hours —just keep it warm on the charcoals. Not all of my time was spent at work in Kenya. I took the opportunity to travel (camping safari) through large parts of Kenya. I got to sleep on the dirt of Africa. I got to shower, and do everything else that the body does, just like a rural Kenyan. I saw animals up close and personal. “Nice kitty, nice kitty, go away nice kitty” is a phrase I used more than once. Yes sir, to recognize that you are food (and when I say food, I mean easy snack) puts one’s place on the planet in a different perspective. Ask me about Max the rhinoceros. “Nice Max, sit boy, roll over, go to sleep Max.” He was being handraised by two park rangers. Max loved those two men, so much so that they had to build a fence to keep him from crashing into their sleeping hut at night. I am so proud to be part of Education Beyond Borders, an organization that is striving to bring quality education to the world. I was so very lucky to be in the company of such a dedicated group of teachers—Canadian, American, and Kenyan. I was in awe of the amazing skills, techniques, approaches, dedication, and personalities of my fellow team members—I am a better teacher and a better person for the experience. Would I go back again? Yes. Thank you Noble Kelly and the other members of the team who put up with me—you all taught me so much—and, of course, to the BCTF who supported my journey with financial aid (including all of my friends and colleagues in the Representative Assembly—you helped to fund those calculators!). Steve Fairbairn is president of Fernie Teachers’ Association. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13142,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 1999 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 11, Number 5, March 1999 Provincial learning assessment programs by Anita Chapman A recent meeting of the Provincial Education Committee (PEC), composed of representatives of superintendents, trustees, parents, teachers, CUPE workers, and other partner groups, had a panel of experts on large-scale assessment address the question, To which educational purposes are large-scale assessments well suited? The panel consisted of David Robitaille and Mike Marshall, from UBC, and John Anderson, from UVic. The question they discussed was a timely one as the ministry's large-scale assessment program has been undergoing significant changes. In the past, the PLAP was program evaluation. Information from periodic assessments of various subjects aided curriculum developers, provided context for teacher pre-service and in-service programs, and provided information for public and professional discussions about school programs. Last year, the ministry moved PLAP in a new direction. In May, a reading and writing test was given to all students in Grades 4, 7, and 10. The ministry published provincial, district, and school resultsand individual student results for the 18 districts that requested them. The ministry planned to continue with this trend toward school and individual student results, in effect shifting the focus of PLAP from the program evaluation to the evaluation of schools and even individual students. The panel discussion at the Provincial Education Committee raised serious questions about this direction in the minds of the organizational representatives who attended. After a question-and-answer period with the panel, a concensus began to emerge that the proposed new directions for PLAP would not be effective ones for education in B.C. The ministry has listened to the concerns of trustees, parents, teachers and other education partners and changed direction. Only provincial and district results will be reported from the PLAP test scheduled for May 1999. Individual students will not be identified and no school or individual student results produced. The Federation is pleased that this change has been made. We were partcularly concerned about the production of individual school results on a large-scale assessment. After the expert panel presentation, BCTF representatives concluded that the PLAP tests would not provide good information on individual students to augment the information that teachers already collect in other ways. Large-scale assessments administered to all students cannot be comprehensive enough to perform a diagnostic purpose. For diagnosis, we want to know about all aspects of a student's performance in writing. Large-scale assessments like PLAP tests consist of a few common tasks, that lend themselves to pencil-and-paper time-limited testing formats. A large-scale assessment might tell us which students are not achieving within expectations, but it cannot tell us why. To find out why, we would need one-on-one diagnostic measures. A large-scale assessment does not provide information on the strategies most likely to support students who are performing below expectations. A large-scale assessment cannot be designed to serve all purposes. A test designed for program evaluation is not likely a valid test for identifying students who need additional support. Even standardized individual diagnostic tests that are developed for one purposefor example, identifying students for a gifted programcannot be used for another purposefor example, identifying students for learning assistance. A standardized diagnostic test designed to identify students for additional support would have lots of very easy questions in order to spread out performance at the lower end. There is too much measurement error in individual students' scores on large-scale assessments such as PLAP to use the results for diagnostic purposes. Tests used to make judgments about individual students need to be more precise than tests used for program evaluation. It is unlikely that individual student scores from PLAP tests can be provided to parents with enough background information and context that parents would understand that the scores tell them little about their child's progress.If the ministry does record individual test results, the results must be released to parents under Freedom of Information legislation. Parents are likely to have a false sense of accuracy about the numbers and push for educational decisions based on them. The BCTF will continue to work with other groups to improve PLAP. We are seeking to have PLAP administered on a sample basis rather than testing every student at three grades. We think that would allow the ministry to collect richer data for program evaluation in a more cost-effective manner. Anita Chapman is an assistant director in the BCTF's Professional Development Division. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141006,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2014/09/tentative-agreement-yes-or-no.html?showComment0751410999283963,Staffroom Confidential: Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, September 16, 2014 Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Despite what I know was a herculean effort on the part of our bargaining team, I very much hope that BC teachers will vote no to the tentative agreement. After five weeks of strike, and twelve years of legal battles, this is not the deal that will restore sanity to public education and it is not a fair deal for teachers and students. Just as teachers in Saskatchewan rejected a deal to ensure a better outcome, I hope BC teachers will consider a no vote to let our team know we have to go back to the bargaining table. Class size, composition The agreement provided a modified LIF fund starting at $75 million per year and increasing to $85 by the last year. It is for teachers only, which will mean a slight improvement in Districts where sizeable portions were spent on Education Assistants or senior District staff rather than teachers. However, in an average size District like Victoria (20,000 students, 1,000 teachers), this will translate into about 5-10 more teachers. That is one for every five schools. To put it in comparison, Justice Griffin's judgement estimated the lost funding due to lost class size language at about $330 million in current dollars. (Read more here about the proposed Education Fund.) I heard so many teachers speak up about the need to ensure that we do not return to over-crowded classes when the strike ends. This agreement does very little to alleviate what is the most pressing issue. Throwing away the court victory The agreement provides a "reopener" in the event we win on appeal our class size language. What this means is that the language returns, but is not implemented until new language is negotiated. Without the actual implementation of the returned language, there will be very little incentive for the government to bargain it back. We would essentially be back in the very same position we are in today, with government trying to bargain it out and us trying to bargain it back in. In my opinion, even if we were legislated back to work we would be in a superior position. If we won the appeal the government would then be forced to implement the language. We are thus throwing away our historic court victory and the bargaining pressure it potentially creates. The reopener is really only mildly less offensive than E80. In both cases, we have to bargain back what was illegally taken from our contract and the government will probably never have to restore it. In fact, the "reopener" creates the perfect opportunity for government to lock us out to try and force us to agree to something far inferior. Throwing away the remedy for the last twelve years The agreement provides $105 million to compensate for grievances over-sized classes for the last twelve years. Using Justice Griffin's estimates, our loss is roughly $300 million times 12 = over $3 billion. I cannot fathom how $105 million is a fair compromise. The BCTF's original proposal to put this money back into the system was a more fair and productive approach. This agreement means we can no longer go to the courts for a fair remedy. Wages The agreement is very close to government's original offer. While I would be willing to accept this if the class size language was returned, teachers should not be taking such a significant monetary loss without the commensurate gain in working conditions. We have lost roughly 12% of our annual salary. We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut. Minimal improvements There are very minimal improvements in preparation time for elementary teachers (10 minutes per week), and TTOC daily rate. The TTOC daily rate change may depend on your grid placement. It could actually be a wage loss for long term TTOCs who are above category 5 and step 7. There is also $11 million in health and dental benefits. At 40,000 members, this is $275 each. Hardly worth consideration in the context of the rest of the agreement. What next? There are a variety of options if we vote no. We can continue the strike. We can choose to return to work and continue bargaining. We do not, and should not, accept an agreement that doesn't meet our needs and doesn't meet the needs of students and public education. When Saskatchewan teachers rejected the first deal which had 5.5% wage increases over four years, the second deal had 7.3% increases over four years. They have said this still isn't good enough. For us, our main issue is classroom conditions. We need to say this isn't good enough. The way to do that is to vote no. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 7:48 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 124 comments: Troy MooreSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:17 PM The EC recommendation states the open clause will be argued from restored language. However, selling our grievances for nothing as the 105 million is strike savings, is plenty of reason to vote no. Further, no composition caps, but a fund controlled by Superintendents is enough reason to vote no. Thursday I will vote no.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:06 PM Re-opener also says "education fund" in place until new language bargained, so old language can disappear forever.Delete Reply Mme RousseauSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:33 PM Government starved us to death hoping we'd vote yes to whatever deal they'd offer. Planned it from the start.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:07 PM We can sill choose (collectively) to return to work if we reject this deal. Many options.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:09 PM Great analysis, Tara! I think that returning to work would be a bad idea. This will frustrate parents more if they need to find new ways to deal with taking care fo kids. USe the money given to you by the other unions. I am a teacher who had to quit for stress over the terrible condition of work (split FI grade 4/5, several low LD kids with little support, one severe with no support, 2 gifted (no support), and a principal who expected me to teach 2 separate social studies AND science programs)Delete Reply Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:56 PM Good points by all but the gov't succeeded in starving my family out and completly breaking us. I will be voting YES and live to fight another dayReplyDelete Replies schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:21 PM 'Fight another day'? In the last twelve years that we have been pushing back against this government, never has the tide tide been so much with teachers, class size/composition, and public education - and never has the government been pushed back onto the ropes (especially with the call for binding arbitration). What 'other day' is being proposed that we wait for? Now is the time. Vote 'no' and give the BCTF bargaining team a renewed mandate to get a decent deal for students and teachers.Delete Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:10 PM "Another day" means to wake up and realize that 2more weeks means my family of 5 could lose our home. It means I will do all I can to recall Cc, Factbender, and other mla's, and maybe even having "a guy I know" have a chat with them. In year 1 of their reign, I don't believe they even know what "the ropes" are. I will vote YES ...for my family, and I can live with thatDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:12 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply Karen FergusonSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:03 PM Just a question: When the Saskatchewan teachers voted no, had they already been on strike for 5 weeks?ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM No. They are working with no contract. They are not on strike.Delete Shannon DavisSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:23 AM I am a Saskatchewan teacher. We are not on strike; we are currently in the conciliation process after voting "no" to 2 previous offersDelete Reply "Mama Rose"September 16, 2014 at 9:27 PM Can we truly return to work without agreeing and continue bargaining? When I suggested returning to work a few weeks ago, the answer was "being on strike puts pressure on the gov't and without pressure they have no reason to settle." And can you explain more how legislating us back would be better than agreeing to this deal? And finally, why would the BCTF executive put forward a deal that was not a good one?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:30 PM Because they need confirmation of the resolve of the membership to get something better. That is what a no vote does.Delete Reply Troylana MSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:28 PM some great points to ponder, tara......thinking thinking....ReplyDelete schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:43 PM If we vote 'no' to the tentative deal we still have options: We'd not have a contract. But we could... a) strike with full picket lines b) partially strike with phase 1 (work-to-rule) in schools c) partially strike with periodic/rotating job action d) continue negotiating e) return to work and re-escalate strike f) some/all of the above ReplyDelete Replies Caroline MackenzieSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:21 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:14 PM a) will expedite matters (I say less that 3 days)Delete Reply danabjornsonSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:05 PM I am thinking that a legislated, crappier contract would only be in effect for 2 years max (before elections...). If we take this offer, then we will be agreeing to this pseudo-E80. Should we win the court case (which we likely will), we will have to settle on the terms of the THIS negotiated contract which doesn't actually restore learning conditions; it simply allows for those conditions to be negotiated. If we say n, then we default to the 2002 contract, which DOES restore the language. A "yes" vote is saying that we are good on "crumbs"; a "no" vote is saying we want an actual meal. That's my understanding, anyway. Please correct me where I am wrong, Tara. :)ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:44 PM And word is IF they legislate, they could opt to legislate back Grade 10-12 only causing the union to have to lay off all teachers and re-hire based on seniority. That will tear the union at the seams pitting teacher against teacher for those positions. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:17 PM There will be a general strike if that were to happen! They better not do this. They will regret it.Delete Reply imaginefunlearningSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:09 PM Some good points on the background of our fight over the past 12 years, which I have been actively engaged in; however we need to recognize the climate we are in. We are not in Sask. people! We have just come through a very long summer!! We need to thank our @bctf bargaining team & recognize the toll this has taken on all of us & our families. I don't have the luxury of more time on the strike line. This may be as good as it gets. Let's read the agreement and consider getting back to work and making some $ again! That's my 2 cents worth, which would come in really handy right now!!!ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:18 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply RobSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:11 PM Go back in work to rule mode. Work this winter to recall every Liberal MLA. ThAt is the only way to apply pressure to these criminals. ReplyDelete Replies Kate RestonSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:03 PM Recall! Not sure who won the battle but the war is still onDelete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:14 AM Well said Kate... I agree 100%Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:20 PM I think say NO and a better deal will be done in less than 3 days. These guys are not criminals, they are lower than that. I bet they get a sick pleasure in hurting the kids and the teachers.Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:31 PM An official recall is in the works: https://www.facebook.com/groups/316129595235450/?fref=ts Please consider joining.Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:26 AM Leah - do you honestly think anyone who voted BC Liberal did so thinking that they would act any differently on the education file?Delete Reply JJSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:16 PM I am glad to see other members who share my views. I am outraged at a 1.2 percent "raise" in salary per year that doesn't even meet inflation of currently 2%. I feel used and abused.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:23 PM Not to mention all of the other pittance! I am actually surprised that Iker asked teachers to vote on this! Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:18 PM Hi Tara Thanks for the summary! Will we be able to vote NO to the deal, but vote YES to returning to work? Will there be three options when we vote Thursday? Why did the BCTF agree to a substandard deal for us? If we vote no to a deal that was recommended to us, the teachers look like the bad guys and public approval will plummet. I am very disappointed and frustratedReplyDelete Replies KataSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:12 AM Public approval will not necessarily plummet. I have seen strikes where the membership has voted against the executive's "best results to date", and ended up with a better offer. This offer is an insult. The $300 million will not bring funding to the national average (I believe). More importantly, the wage offer is half of the average wage increase for public and private workers (StatsCan). Delete Reply MontySeptember 16, 2014 at 10:19 PM Thank you, Tara. My thoughts too, more clearly expressed. As well, Thursday is too soon to vote, too soon to vote, too soon to vote........ReplyDelete Richard ChalkeSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:21 PM Vote no and lose every shred of public support...just sayin!ReplyDelete Replies UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:31 AM I am a member of the public and would support a "no" vote. js!.Delete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:01 AM Richard Chalke, NO you won't! I am a mother with 3 adopted special needs children who need to be in a class that is designed for them and others like them (my kids are academically slightly delayed but their issues are more social and behavioural) where they can receive the education they deserve taught in a way they can comprehend. I will speak now for all the parents I know, and we will support the teacher's if they continue to fight for our children's best interest.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:28 PM It might not be pretty at first, but once we explain things (and I hope the Mandarin-speaking teachers flood the Richmond organization that voiced their concerns), they will back us. The 3 billions that the judge came to is the first I hear about. This should be stated to every newsmedia comment section in the province. Minimize pickets and flood those outlets with commenters, just like the Liberals do. Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:45 PM I am a member of the public and a single Mother of a child in the public school system. You will NOT lose one bit of my support if you vote no. I know that you are sacrificing so that my child can have a better education, and I am most grateful for it. Having said that, I also know that you are exhausted and broke. I have been dreading that you may have to settle for less than what you (we) deserve because the government succeeded in breaking you. I am not in your shoes, so cannot judge. If the vote is a yes, I understand and I am still behind you. Delete Reply Alison RocheSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:25 PM It is a crap deal. It's always a crap deal. Once you raise the stakes to striking, anything else is a cave in. The last time we walked out was the 3 day illegal strike where I threw away 1200$ and got EXACTLY the same contract I had the year before. The BCTF called it a win because they didn't rip up MORE of my contract. Ridiculous. There are a few of us that believe that working to contract, doing 100% of your teaching job and nothing more (like paying for supplies out of your own pocket or EC) is the only way teachers will survive this government. What if they get re-elected again? Then what? Teachers have lost thousands to these clowns to make "statements" about the state of public education in this province. We can't keep sacrificing ourselves and our families. And in the meantime, you talk to parents about why you have to take this crappy road. Because up until this strike they mostly didn't care about the state of education, but god forbid you didn't run a Sports Day. Then suddenly they wanted to know what the hell was going on. Keep the conversation going in schools. Attend your PAC meetings and stop enabling this govt to underfund and overwork the system. And still get paid!ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:20 AM I am very excited at the prospect of returning to my beloved job on Friday. However I will NOT continue to put my personal money into my classroom and I will be seriously reconsidering my involvement in extra curriculars. I think we shoot ourselves in the foot with all the unpaid work we so willingly volunteer to do. Delete Reply FCSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:38 PM I heard a rumour last week from a loose lipped government insider that after the 22nd, depending on the outcome of the negotiations the Liberals were going to announce a 3 step process. I was not clear if this was based on 3 steps to resolve the strike (perhaps the 3rd step is legislation??) or 3 steps to overhaul the education system, either way, they will settle it outright. I wish you all luck and all the information that you need to make a sound decision of what you feel is best.ReplyDelete Replies Lisa BurrowsSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:53 PM I have heard similar rumours. On the 23rd, the gov. was planning on introducing a $6000 per year voucher system for 3 choices: an academic or trades program, or something called EducationCanada. Not clear whether their intention was to privatize the public system, de-certify teachers and hire them back under new wage/benefits. Not clear where these rumours originated from. Maybe fear tactics to get teachers to vote yes. In any event, I plan on voting yes. I signed up to be a teacher, not a martyr. This strike has cost us a lot. We need to regain our livelihood and hopefully continue the conversation about class composition. We have at least awakened many people to the issue, and the court case is still an avenue that could eventually improve teaching and learning conditions.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:33 PM I urge all teachers to fight and say NO to this deal. Retired teacher who had to retire because horrendous work conditions. Make me proud. They will not last long if you say NO! I know this is tough, but there is money and I hear that Van City does offer loan at low to 0 %. Banks do allow you to miss a mortgage payment. Go talki to your banker.Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM Will school districts require teachers to make up missed days, as suggested in the media? Will the school calendar be changing to make up for the missed three weeks and if so will we be made aware of those changes PRIOR to the vote? ReplyDelete KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:41 PM "Wages..... We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut." And that is the cost of going on strike!!! There is nothing that can be done about that. You cannot go on strike and put up the raise you want every week to compensate for your time on strike - it doesn't work that way.ReplyDelete Replies Drew StevensonSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:59 AM I believe the missing "..." Suggests that they meant to refer to the losses against inflation since the last wage step increase. Thus this contract does not allow us to recover the buying power lost to inflation since the last non contract or "0%" year. Add those up and compare against the proposed increase and you see that by the end of the contract, we won't be able to afford the same value of goods (loaves of bread, watts of energy, litres of gas) that we could at the end of the last contracts term. It was not a comment about wages that were lost in the strike. Those are really small potatoes when compared to the grinding power of inflation over years and years. The next contract will use this latest for a bench mark so these losses to inflation will grind at all teachers for as long as they teach. A death of a thousand cuts to our ability to afford basic goods and services. Any raise less than inflation is a cut to the value placed on us and on our ability to pay our bills. Delete Reply Ed SSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:09 PM Having lost $20,000 (including summer school wages) as the single income for a family of five is far too much; I will be voting YES to the deal, unless the independently wealthy teachers out there who wish to continue the strike will pay my bills and mortgage for me.ReplyDelete Replies Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:14 PM I feel ya. Yes for meDelete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:18 AM Ed S. With all due respect (and I mean that), how did you lose $20,000 in the strike? Teachers were out 2 weeks (all out) before they were supposed to be in June, and now 3 weeks for the start of school? It is my understanding that teachers don't get paid through the summer months. Please correct me if I'm wrong, wherever I'm wrong. Shouldn't you have been financially alright for the summer months at least? Also all teachers knew this strike had a possibility of extending into the new school year but no one teacher budgeted for this possibility? I'm truly just trying to get a clear picture of where this all stems. NO disrespect intended.Delete BlairSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:12 AM Kelly, not Ed but if you look at the numbers there was the 10% lockout haircut in May/June plus the loss of most of June and the loss of much of September. In our 1 teacher (1 non) household we calculated a $9 K - $10 K loss so far. If you add summer school earnings you can easily make the loss in the $20 k zone. As for budgeting, we budget for the summer, but did not expect the 10% haircut, nor the loss of June/Sept days which completely messed our budgeting calculations. A very good friend (single teaching mother) was crushed by the loss of the June income and is without a penny today.Delete Mr. SmoothSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:35 PM The only one who didn't get a haircut was Jim Iker... and he needs one more than anyone else. What's with that over-coiffed 70"s mullet Jim? Does wonders for the BCTF brand image!Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:55 PM Jim's hair is not open for discussion in a respectful space like this. As for his salary, he is a teacher who does not get paid when we are on strike.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:04 PM Totally agree!Delete Reply Mr. GSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:24 PM If I thought they could do any better I would agree with voting NO, but you have to be realistic. The BCTF does not use professionals to bargain and always ends up with much less than they promise the membership when asking for a strike vote. While this is not a great deal for teachers, I really think you're fooling yourself if you think it'll get any better.ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:02 AM BCTF needs to be replaced with younger more adept representatives and advocates. Also, we should be hiring professional contract negotiators - you don't go into battle with cut throat corporate types with a wooden knife. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:37 PM This is BAD deal! Say NO to it and show those (expletives) that we will not take it anymore! Come on! Show them that teachers have a spine! They will respect us, oddly!Delete Reply retaSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:51 PM I agree with Richard. Those in the public that are uniformed would be furious, and there are many teachers who just can't afford to use their wages as their voice any longer - too much has already been donated to the government. In my opinion, the deal is pretty lame. I am sitting on the fence.ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:24 AM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:26 AM So true!!! I cannot afford to fight this battle for public education any longer. Why is this my personal and professional obligation??? However I think this deal is weak weak weak. I also think its the best we are going to get. Ideologically I'm on the fence but my wallet will vote YES.Delete Reply SirThinksToo MuchSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:54 PM My wife and I will be voting "Yes" on Thursday for it is the middle path. The easy path would have been for us to go back to school with E-80 & E-81 over our heads. The difficult path would be for us to vote "No" and put our mortgage at risk and having to continue asking retired parents for handouts to feed a family with three kids. The middle path is the wisest choice for us considering the current political climate in which those who do not teach are the quickest to judge it harshly.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:41 PM I understand that this is really tough for you! I almost died teaching a few month ago. I had to quit. Please consider holding on and say no. Remember the short loss in salary will be offset in the LONG-RUn by better salary increase. This is a joke! They will be laughing at you even more if we accept this. This is a very bad deal! However, I do respect your position!Delete Reply DaleSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:16 AM Why would classroom conditions be better on October 9th after being legislated back? We have been outplayed because of our stubborn refusal to outdated, tired old tactics. It is because of these actions that have led us to this terrible deal. Time to reset, regroup and stock up for the long haul. Can't do it if half the members commit hara kiri on themselves. We are a union of professionals not a cult. ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:49 AM Could not agree more.Delete schreck!September 17, 2014 at 9:44 AM Could you please advise which tactics you believe could have been used to secure a superior deal?Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:47 AM Full disclosure: I'm a BC Liberal supporter. The only people who would benefit from a NO vote are the BC Liberals. Teachers would be bargaining with no leverage whatsoever and would be viewed by a large segment of the population as unreasonable. The BC Liberals then get portray themselves as the only party capable of dealing with the BCTF. schreck! says that the BCTF has the government on the ropes, but he couldn't be farther from the truth. The government wants people to view the BCTF as their primary opponent. Disputes like this just shore up the BC Liberal base and protect its right flank. Any half-baked recall campaign will only reinforce that. It's true teachers aren't going to recoup the lost wages from the strike. I would suggest to you that that means this job action was probably not in teachers' interests, especially without any sort of appreciable strike fund. This is the best deal teachers were ever going to get with this government and people should have been able to recognize that in June. If you want my advice (which you probably don't), it would be to spend the next 5 years building up a strike fund, electing better leaders, and hiring a professional negotiating team. Don't bring a knife to a gunfight and expect things to go well. Focus on getting the best deal you can from whoever the government is rather than trying to change the government, the HST, Kinder Morgan or a thousand different issues that distract from education and erode the union's finances further. You'd be doing yourself a favour, and probably doing the NDP a favour at the same time. Also, if schreck! is David Schreck, you can thank his opposition to STV for the last two BC Liberal majorities. I know I do.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:11 PM One step would be to stop making political contributions to the NDP. This only contributes to the childish animosity and lack of trust that has constantly characterized negotiations. How else can the Socreds/Liberals view teachers except as enemies when they so publicly support their opponents. This stupid confrontational immature approach has to STOP!!!!! Education should not be a political fight when it is so obviously a valuable benefit to our society. It was an NDP government that legislated teachers back to work in 1993. Stop making education a political fight.Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:10 PM I don't think they have to go that far. CUPE and the Nurses still contribute to the NDP yet they don't have the same acrimonious relationship. CUPE and the Nurses just make their members their priority, and broader advocacy second.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:55 PM Ryan (possibly a Liberal paid commenter), with all due respect, I disagree with you. The cumulative increase in lieu of this will be better. Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can. I say to Iker, ask for 6% over 3 years because these people love to play the 15% over 15 year game to make it so big on the surface. Some people think that this is 15% every year. Believe me! I have seen it in comment sections. Others believe that the 15% is too high not understanding that they must divide things over the duration of the contract. It is time that we play it smarter. It is time to put the foot down and ask for money given to us by other unions, if it is needed. Banks can accept one late mortgage payment. It would be suicidal for them to not help. Imagine the possible damage if that ever leaks out. They could lose a lot in teacher money. I for one would pull my money out of a bank in support! Teachers are going to show this government that we have a spine! Enough is enough! Aren't you tired of being treated like kids? (Retired teacher who almost died in a car accident because of work conditions that were horrendous. I had to quit.)Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 AM Not paid by the BC Liberals. I pay them actually... :/ I imagine astroturfers of any affiliation wouldn't disclose their bias. "Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can." How did that work in May 2013? If the teachers reject a contract that their own union endorsed, it will make teachers seem unreasonable. Whether that perception is true or fair is irrelevant. It's what will happen, and teachers will be weaker as a result. Take my advice. Build up a strike fund and focus on the internal governance of the BCTF for the next 6 years. You'll be better off for it. Or not. I don't mind you or others making it easier for the party I support to get elected. I'd just rather not see kids and teachers hurt in the process.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:37 AM Ah! The "don't-hurt-kids" card, hey, when you have underfunded education for 12 years! WOW! That takes the cake! Are your trolling? Oh! You are serious? :) Would you be surprised if I don't follow your advice, considering your lack of logic? Would you be surprised if others don't follow your advice? It is ttue that bullies like you and your ilks love to show who is the boss, who is the teacher now! I suspect that is at the root of the problem! No one wants to fail in school! No one wants to get the strap! Sad that today's teachers don't like it too! But, who cares, we are ... teachers! We deserve it! BAH! BAH! BAH!Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:22 PM That's fine. I look forward to another 16 years of BC Liberal government.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:41 PM 16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate! Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan! Sociopaths do that!Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 9:35 AM "16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate!" 16 years of our opponents still don't understand why they lost. Like I said, that's fine with me. If I said the Liberals would be in power for at least another 13 years back in 2004 you probably would have laughed too. Heck, if I told you on May 13 last year that the BC Liberals would be reelected on May 14 you'd probably have laughed too. And you were wrong. Why is that? Answer that question if you want the NDP to win the next election. Without a correct answer to it, the NDP's cause is hopeless. "Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan!" You feel they are flawed, and that's fine. I don't go around calling people who disagree with me sociopaths, nor do I accuse them of being paid shills. But I also don't feel much need to address your ad hominems. There are logical arguments to support your position, but argumentum ad hominem is not one of them. It's a textbook logical fallacy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 1:15 PM Ah! Now I get it! It is all ego-based! You think because you voted the winning party that you are a winner and we are losers! You think because you predicted that the Liberals would win, you are winner. That does not make YOU a winner or the Liberals! It is called DEMOGRAPHICS, you expletives. The baby boomers are getting old and because they have more assets and won't make a whole lot more for too long, they need to vote a govn't who is going to do just that! It is not rocket science! WOW! You think you are so superior when your party stole an election with 47% of the popular vote. That's not a majority and your party should not have been elected. BTW, did you delete from your ethical memory the words Ethnic voting scandal? The field is slanted and you know it. However, you are so willing to minimize, forget the scams and bad fairplay tactics like a sociopath is allowed to minimize or ignore his or victims emotions that you don't see that you are the loser, we are the victim of your constant bullying. 1% wage increases after years of 0% increases and you can justify that when Yahoo reports that the average Canadian can hope to get 2.5% this and next year: https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html You Liberals behave like fascists, but we can't call you that because that's not allowed! Well! Guess what? It is and you are. Live with it! You keep on dreaming you are a genius! :) I am retired, getting soon a nice pension, and laughing at you from a beach somewhere! AHAHA! Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 2:14 PM What's with the name calling Peter? For someone claiming to be retired you really don't show the wisdom of age. For someone who talks about logic, you use logical fallacies like ad hominems a lot too. It's a fair point that the BC Liberals didn't get a majority of the vote (and I'm a very big supporter of electoral reform). The BC Liberals + Conservatives did though, and I don't think it's realistic to expect the BC Conservatives to have been more generous had they been part of government. Last time I checked I just voted. I didn't "victimize" anyone. Perhaps your rage is misplaced. If you think the election was "stolen" I'm afraid I have to question your grasp on reality though. "Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?" I'm glad you'll have a pleasant retirement Peter. I have no ill will towards you. I'm not sure why you think I do. I'm not saying people were *right* to vote BC Liberal. That's a matter of opinion. All I'm saying is people *did* vote BC Liberal. More voted BC Liberal than BC NDP for the last 5 elections in a row actually. You need to understand why that happened in order to change it for the next election. Clearly you're not interested in that though. Which is fair enough. Just remember next time you're upset about something the BC Liberals do that your lack of interest is part of why the BC Liberals get elected at all.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 3:23 PM I love your culture --or the lack of thereof! Guess what, stop thinking averybody is white and must follow your little rules. Namecalling? Sociopath? Whaaaat? And, what if you are? Still can't call you that? :) You fascist right-wingers are big on censorship! I just don't like you giving us lessons on how to get the NDP in. As stated, people are voting right of the NDP because it is a matter of demographics and a little ethnic vote buying on the side. The rest is mumbo jombo. Yes, of course, they will have to go on strike in the future and yes they will have to build a strike fund. The Liberals stole that from the BCTF too! And, you wonder why I don't have any respect for them? Yes, electoral reform is needed! We agree!Delete Reply JJ GeorgeSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:46 AM As a parent, I support the teachers and respect whether they choose to vote yes or no. However I noticed a discrepancy here from other information I've read regarding prep time for elementary teachers. Here it states minimal improvement to prep time - only 10 minutes per week being added. Elsewhere I read that it is 100 minutes per week for prep, increasing by an additional 10 minutes in the final year. That is a significant difference, and worth noting. Or have I completely misunderstood?ReplyDelete Replies Anne-MarieSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:59 AM Elementary teachers currently have 90 minutes of preparation time per week so an increase to 100 minutes per week is only gaining 10 minutes. In other provinces and some private schools they have as much as 45 minutes of prep time per day.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:56 PM Thank you for inquiring!Delete DW ZSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:57 PM You're right JJ George. There is a significant difference around the province regarding preparation times. In my district elementary teachers currently get 100 minutes of prep time. This new proposal is useless to me. I'll have to wait 6 years to gain an extra 10 minutes. Delete Reply UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:11 AM Almost nobody gets cost of living adjustments. Also inflation is NOT 2%. Do some research and look at the CPI for BC over the last 24 months. The average over the last 2 years is 0.7%, not 2%. The CPI changes every month so you cant just look at the highest month and declare that THE inflation rate. Check out the 12 month averages document for the actual numbers. http://www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/StatisticsBySubject/Economy/ConsumerPriceIndex.aspx All that being said I support the teachers. if you think this is a bad deal as a parent my dream would be for the teachers to vote no but continue bargaining because I do think the kids need to be in school and I do fear that the teachers will lose all support if the strike continues. All I ask as a parent is that you do your own research and try not to be swayed by all the opinions. ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:01 AM Inflation for August was 2.1% (http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/economy/cpi-report-expected-to-reveal-rise-in-canadas-core-inflation-rate/article20593943/). The CPI is a year-over-year calculation.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:43 AM Inflation should be looked at as a yearly average, not an individual month.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:34 PM The lawyers do not believe we have compromised our court deal. Our leadership would not have sold us out. We dodged a bullet. The Premier had something loaded even if we are not sure what it was. The idea that we could simply return to work is not guaranteed. I think a no vote could easily lead to the Liberals locking us out again because the Premier wants to crush us and she will use any excuse. She did not want to take the advice of her people and do this deal. I am certain a plan for drastic action (where we have to take the concessions they had planned) or worse - was in place. We can't guarantee the press will do any better job explaining the complexities should we say no. They rarely sided with us in markets outside of Vancouver where people are more political and they often misled or allowed others to mislead. They are not helping and would sensationalize. This would see dissolution of support very quickly - especially if we asked for wages. (Though admittedly it angers me that we can't ask for wages without being accused of being greedy when that is what most bargaining units do). But we have argued this is about kids and while this is not ideal - it is better to have teachers than not. The deal does suck in that it does not bring us to par - but this fight needs to be won with a strategy that is political and capacity will do that in another round. We have some support - but it is limited to the choir. We need to have the pews too. We need to build that capacity while working and continue to find allies because the fight is bigger than most people want to consider. This is about ideology and about privatization. Education always was political but never more so than now and we have to fight this party or the conservatives who would do the same or worse. No teacher who is responsible can ignore the politics any longer. That is simply the truth. If you work in the system you better get informed and you better be prepared to fight until retirement for the system. That said, I want to ask the same question others are asking: Why is this the job of 42,000 teachers and not the job of all citizens who want equality to fight for this right? It is time (while the conversation is still on-going and up to and including election night) for us to guide the public where we can but mainly play our part by not propping the system up. Make poverty known. Make noise about shortfalls, ask questions (in the media or in board offices ) about who is going to fix it instead of paying ourselves, volunteer some but wait for the pubic to step up so they see what schools lack. I hate the deal too. But I trust Vince Ready and Iker and I don't think we could have done better right now. I think we dodged a bullet because I have read everything this government has put out and followed the trail. They plan to privatize and they are just looking for the route. Voting YES for now does not mean we are giving up. It does not mean a win in the way we wanted but we have won a battle that will lead to us winning the war. If we don't rest up and stock up we might not get there.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:57 PM Well, if it is bigger than just this battle, then we will need ALL the unions to strike if they do indeed use drastic (draconian) measures. I say it is time for ALL of the unions to call a general strike. I guarantee that they will not like that one bit. What will they do then? Call the army? :) People in Europe, at the end of the 19th century stood up in mines. General strikes do occur in Europe and have. If you think you had it tough, think of them who stood tall for US in tougher times and conditions. Make sacrifices. Sell furniture. Tutor on the side. Ask for the BCTF money. Ask your banker to help. As friends and relatives. If we say NO, it won't last long. If they legislate us back, let's call a general province-wide strike of all unions. Delete Reply Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:47 AM Between CC's smug smile as she celebrates slaughtered teachers and Jim Iker's goofy grin - seemingly unaware that he has been a willing puppet, I am thoroughly disgusted. Over the next 5 years, teachers will be in an increasingly bad situation financially, classrooms will continue to be too large and complex with increasing medical, social and environmental issues impacting academic delivery. It could not be less obvious that things will continue to worsen. The Liberals have ensured that BC is rapidly becoming the Canadian Monaco for rich off shore interests and wealthy corporations. Soon the underpaid "workers" will have to be bussed in daily to Vancouver - Asian style. The only recourse is to move to just about any other province and bring in up to $100,000 more over the six years with much less cost of living. So we are bailing, encouraged by friends who have gotten positions in Manitoba and Alberta. My colleagues and I discovered through contacting several school boards across Canada that specialist (special needs and behavioural) and secondary science teachers are in particular demand. I want to work in a professional, respectful environment where the needs of all children are considered a priority and where I feel inspired to do my best. However, I want my vote to reflect the wishes of teachers who will be here over the next 6 (5) years, so very much appreciate your blog and opportunity to read the comments.ReplyDelete Bert SlaterSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:11 AM To vote YES will throw away 12 years of effort, and 2 victories in BC Supreme Court. To vote YES will be to snatch defeat from the jaws of victory. If you vote YES what bargaining power do you think you will have - the government will do nothing, and then what do you think you will do - take job action? PLEASE VOTE NO.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:59 PM Time to show you have a spine!Delete Reply RodSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:06 AM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Cool HandSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 AM Wouldn't a 'No' vote be a vote of no confidence in the BCTF itself?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:02 AM Not at all. It is just a message to the leadership we need to do better. The strength of the union is the members, and we support the leadership by giving them direction through democratic means.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:40 PM I disagree. How else can a recommendation by the EC to vote yes be interpreted? Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:00 PM I am sure people will interpret this both ways, but it is a vote. If it is supposed to be a "Yes", because it might be interpreted one way, then why bother having a vote?Delete Kate TSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:07 AM Yes , it would be. I don't think we could come out much better than this with this government. How will a No obtain that? Christy will be happy, she can declare the BCTF gone and roll out her plan to privatize. Delete Reply David DeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:06 AM A no vote would be a rejection of a the court victories defied by the government and an inadequate deal containing some vague promises that won't meet the needs of teachers or students on class size and other important issues.In Ontario elementary teachers get 200 minutes of prep time per 5 day cycle. I know there is financial hardship, but the union has received close to $2 million in donations from other unions; is there no way of accessing hardship funds? At minimum, vote no and return to work on work to rule with various strike options.ReplyDelete Erica JonesSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:25 AM This article actually makes me so mad. It is NOT better for the kids that they have missed almost all of june and all of september. This is what you signed up for in BC as a teacher. Get on board or GET OUT.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:20 PM Is this really what teachers signed up for? At my high school, each class has about 30 kids, with an average of 17 kids per classroom with an identified learning disability. Our district says that there should be no more than 4 kids per classroom.. How do you expect non-specialist teachers to help each student when over half of them require more resources because of a learning disability? Furthermore, are you generalizing the "better-ness" to all the kids in BC? Because I don't think that it would be better if kids went back considering the learning environment isn't up to par. There are barely any Education Assistants, and support teachers for the multitude of children who need them. While I recognize and appreciate your enthusiasm for education, please realize that the public school system isn't a daycare. Also, please think about your words and the learning environment prior to speaking out. By the way, we're not an autocracy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:08 PM I can understand your frustration! Understand mine! I almost died at 7:30 pm one night returning from teaching a FI split class with several students who did not get enough support or no support at all. The principal expressed to me that he expected me to teach 2 different social studies programs and 2 different science programs. ANYONE I talked to knows that this is impossible to do, especially in French Immersion when kids get no support at home and books are often too hard for students to read. I had to quit my job. I did it for me and did it for the kids. I was like a surgeon who is asked to operate on 5 patients with an old scalpel with 2 inexperienced nurses. Predictably, 4 patients would die and I would be reprimanded! Teachers are put in terrible conditions and kids too. I hope you have the openmind to consider the reality of this honest personal anecdote. I also wish you to understand that this is likely not an isolated incident. What will it take? A kid to commit suicide because he or she is not getitng enough support?Delete Reply hilarySeptember 17, 2014 at 10:29 AM It is incorrect to equate lost funding with what the teachers would have received in grievances. The two are not equivalent. The starting position of the BCTF was $225M, so they never expected $3B to resolve grievances. I'm also interested to know where you get your figures on overcrowded classrooms. A recent Globe and Mail article says that classrooms are, on average, smaller than the caps set in 2002.ReplyDelete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:36 AM The signing bonus should be roughly $2500 each: 105 million divided by 41 thousand.ReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:53 AM It is not that simple. The $105 million is to be allocated by the union. The term "signing bonus" has been crossed off on the signed document. Some of that money may be used to pay union debts. Don't know this but clarification would be useful.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:16 PM Just quoting from the CBC news website, "And finally there are details of $105-million fund to settle grievances stemming from the ongoing court case. The BCTF says that money will be given out as a signing bonus, with specific amount yet to be determined."Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:34 AM I think it would be smart to put at least part of it into your strike fund.Delete Reply WheelsSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:55 AM If the money is used as a signing bonus, it should be based on FTEReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:12 PM Yes I am sure it will be based on FTE. The question is how much of the $105 Million is actually distributed. This is up to the union, and I am told that it is yet to be decided.Delete GuruSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:44 PM And don't forget all the retired teachers who are entitled to a share of it.Delete Reply Geoff OrmeSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:18 PM In another discussion of this someone suggested that under BC Labour Law a no vote means rejection of the proposed deal, and that means the strike continues until either: - the union in question elects to stand down - another tentative deal is presented or - the government imposes a legislated contract. I think the last of these is the most likely, and I believe the legislated contract would be draconian and brutal. What do you think, Tara? Also, I would appreciate your thoughts on Sandy Garossino's comments at https://storify.com/Garossino/should-teachers-accept-the-contractReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:14 PM If this is so, in a few month (likely a couple of years), teachers will win so much more with a Supreme Court judgment! It is possible that the Liberals know that the higher courts are stacked by Liberal judges (that is what happen when judges are chosen, not elected). In any case, a negative settlement (or not a great judgment) will galvinize the public to reform the way the Supreme court judges are being chosen. I doubt that any govn't will want that to happen. A legislated contract will make the LIbs look like sociopaths and dictators.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:47 PM Peter I think you are expecting far too much from the public, many of whom are only paying attention to this matter due to kids being home from school. The public are not remotely this savvy on the political process.Delete Reply IslanderSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:09 PM I am a continuing education teacher. We have it even worse and we are not listened to enough about our poor conditions. Those include no prep time (and we do have to mark and do report cards many times a year sometimes and commonly for 30 students in a class), travelling to different schools with no compensation, and having next to no breaks in between 3 hour classes. I worked for two years with no lunch break and taught 6 hours straight (just 15 min. breaks) to be told, "don't complain since there are others who will do it". We then got 15 min. breaks in between classes. Most of our students are wealthy immigrants, many who try to stay in classes as long as possible since the classes are free. After spending a year in Germany, I realize how better organized it is where the immigrants pay to learn the language on a sliding scale, and have to pay for a student book as well for each class. We do not even have text books, but photocopy so much at tax payers' expense. This is not right. I then teach summer school since we were not on a 12 month continual salary and most of those students are also immigrants (at least 75%). This is also free and it is becoming so common and the new immigrants know this is free babysitting and tutoring. I think one main problem is that we have so many new immigrants in our classes who need ESL like this article states about our inclusion style of education nowadays: http://www.vancouversun.com/life/Shelley+Fralic+trouble+with+schools/10203596/story.html I am honored to be teaching and like my job, but it does get exhausting especially since I need two or three jobs to pay the mortgage that I now no longer have.. back to renting since it all I can afford in this city that has become so expensive. And many don't realize that it is very very difficult to get to full time work as a teacher here. There was a formula that made it take about 10 years to get to f/t (now finally changed). I have been without pay for 3 months, and now had to finally rent a place in anticipation of returning to work, so I have to vote "yes", but please keep the comments coming for what alternatives we have. Maybe we have to just educate the public in a better way than picketing; maybe get out and walk around malls and talk to people and hand out pamphlets on how this liberal government is hurting this. Most Asians (probably just the new who are from such a different system) are already against the teachers since they do not seem to understand what is going on. http://www.vancouversun.com/Business/asia-pacific/Chuck+Chiang+Many+Asian+families+place+blame/10202757/story.htmlReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:17 PM First of all, myn thoughts are with you! I think your ideas about using different strategies is smart. Picketing is not a very good strategy to let people know about things. I think using the membership to flood media comment sections would be more effective. Going to talk to the public might be a good idea along with this, I think. Phone the BCTF and ask for support.Delete Reply Marsha HolleySeptember 17, 2014 at 1:36 PM A teachers wife Vote no you have come to far to back down. It is a -----Y DEAL. ReplyDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:45 PM Ask yourself WHY teachers cannot get 1/2 of the average increase in salary of the private sector? (The Libs will tell you because there are sooooooo many teachers, but I also hear that there are provinces where there is a need for teachers!) TORONTO - A new study says that Canadians, on average, can expect about the same size salary increase next year as in 2014. Human resources consultants Pal Benefits says a survey of 401 organizations, mainly in Ontario, Alberta and British Columbia, projected salary increase for 2015 at an average of 2.79 per cent. That was almost unchanged from the 2.74 per cent average increase projected in last year's survey. Meanwhile, in addition to the average salary increase remaining relatively steady year over year, the survey found that the percentage of employers who plan to freeze salaries appears to have stabilized at eight per cent —in the same percentages as was projected in 2014. Breaking down the numbers further, the survey found the average salary increase anticipated in the engineering, financial services and high technology sectors was three per cent. That compared with an average of 2.5 per cent on the low end for organizations in durable manufacturing. https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.htmlReplyDelete "Mama Rose"September 17, 2014 at 9:12 PM I used to agree with you, Tara, and appreciate you bringing these items to your blog to get us all thinking. But after a very long night and day of research and discussion, I realize I will be voting yes tomorrow. Here is why: I don't care about salary or benefit increases. That is not why I went on strike. I don't care if this tentative deal is not good for teachers. That's not why I went on strike either. For me, the single most important issue is class size and composition. I want to work in a classroom where I have enough time and resources available to me to adequately help all the students I teach. And while it is true that this tentative deal will not change anything in the classrooms right now (or at least most of our classrooms), I realized that we couldn't actually make changes in that area because the issues of cs and c is before the courts. When I made that connection and realized that this round of bargaining was really about a "good enough" agreement regarding wages, then the deal seems, well... good enough. BUT, the best part, is the language the BCTF legal team made around the furture court decision (the re-opener). They have it in writing that if we win the court case (which is likely) and when we have to start bargaining class size and comp again (that is exactly what Justice Susan Griffin said we would have to do) we will be STARTING from the 2002 levels. To make this simple to understand, I explained it to my friends using a number line. With this new language, the BCTF starts the next round of bargaining at say a 50. The government will want us to go to 10 or 15, and we'll compromise and end up maybe 25. But WITHOUT that language, we would have started bargaining at a 10 and only gone down from there. So I do believe it is the best deal possible, it still factors in the biggest issue (from my perspective), we do not lose the important gains of the past, and most importantly, everyone gets to go back to school.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 PM Mam Rose, I appreciate your point of view and your courage. However, let me point out to you and the readers that a decision at the BC supreme court might not turn out the way teachers anticipate. We all know that judges are appointed and who does the appointing? "All justices of the BCSC (including the position of Chief Justice and Associate Chief Justice) are appointed by the federal cabinet, on recommendation of the Minister of Justice. Masters are appointed by the provincial cabinet, on recommendation of the Attorney General in consultation with the Chief Justice." (Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Supreme_Court_of_British_Columbia) Now, I would like to think that all of those people are objective, but they are appointed and we know that there are political appointments. They have a lot of discretion over the laws and judgments. I am willing to bet that the BC Liberals do know this and are betitng the farm (or do they know something we don't know) that the Supreme Courts are stacked against teachers? So, I am not sure if we can count on a WIN if we proceed with the court ruling. I think we would be better to negotiate and negotiate a better deal.Delete Reply retaSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:57 AM Yes...no...yes...no...The last two days have been this. I’ve read so many articles and comments over the past few months and, I can say, I have learned a lot. I know this is not a great deal for teachers right now. I will be voting yes. This is why… 1. The children. Without going into the multiple issues (e.g., grad, post secondary, trades, sports, global education/trips, planned activities, those with varying degrees of special needs, those that need a soft place to land, etc., etc.) the children need to get on with their education. 2. The parents. For many parents, this strike is a financial burden. We do not like to be called baby sitters, but for many living below the poverty line, school is a financial relief. Winter is coming; gas bills will be expensive. 3. Poverty. Remember, BC has the highest child poverty rate in Canada. Schools feed and clothe numerous children. 4. The other systems educators work collaboratively with. MFCD, CYMH, foster parents, group homes, and the multitude of non-profit agencies that support vulnerable children and families are bursting at the seams. We are a part of that team. 5. CUPE. While some have been paid during this strike, that money is coming from districts. It was not provided by the government. And, CUPE is a partner in education - from the bus drivers to the tech dept to custodians to secretaries to EAs and so on. 6. Small Businesses. In our little towns, the school district is the number one employer. There is a direct cause-effect relationship between loss of wage and loss of business. 7. Money. The amount of money that is needed to reverse the erosion of the public education system over numerous years cannot be recouped in one sitting. This agreement is a start. It’s not much but the stage has been set. 8. THE COURT CASE. That is why we were on strike. All the other stuff could have been resolved months ago, but our government was working hard to make the court case go away. Well, it still exists. I consider that the victory. We live to fight another day (as rhetorical as that sounds) AND I hope people actually read the ruling and think critically about how a loss could impact the future of the Charter of Rights, and the power of government to contravene those rights. I am guessing we will vote to ratify as so many fear “what’s next?” from this government. It’s nasty business, and I think legislation would be next. VALUING PUBLIC EDUCATION needs to come from a STRONG, CONSISTENT public voice. If we do ratify the agreement, and those in the profession and public think we've given up, we have not. We’ve been fighting for years. We just haven’t been heard… until now. ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:21 AM I understand your point of view, but sometimes you have to fight to get what you want. This is a VERY bad deal, considering: Other people get on average 2.5% salary increases last year and this year and the next and the rest of us get 1% and must feel happy if we do.? (https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html) THIS DEAL is a horrendously BAD deal for kids/parents as well, of course. We are going to continue to be humiliated and be the laughing stock of many people of this province. After a decade of paycuts, WOW, this is what they are willing to offer! WOW! WOW! WOW!Delete Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:30 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Reply Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:37 PM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:08 PM Let's cross our fingers! I think we need a general strike by all unions if CC legislates teachers back. It is time to put the foot down and tell her and the Liberals that, as in the movie Network,"I am mad as hell and I won't take it anymore!"Delete Reply Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 8:26 PM Needs help on some stats for an online debate Looking for the last 10 or 15 years of contractual salary increases in %. So, 1% for 2001, 0% for 2002,...ReplyDelete Children FirstSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:00 PM Well it's all done now. Really hope the teacher's can find another angle to deal with class size and composition as well as student funding. The government will make sure the coming court case never swings your way no matter what. 2nd most expensive place to live in the the world!!! Wonder why and where the money goes??? ReplyDelete AnonSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 PM I'm an outsider, but have followed closely this whole fiasco and this is a RAW deal. Your union hung you out to dry on this one - taking a really bad deal (clearly no one from the BCTF had rudimentary math skills in their toolbox) and then publicly encouraging to the media that teachers accept the deal....what choice did you have - a no vote would have outraged the public. I could go on and on, but the bottom line, in my opinion, is that your union better get some stronger leaders who are PR and technology savvy. Out with Iker and the rest of those who bargained on your behalf - they just got ......well , we know that happened. Whew, can't even believe how screwed you got, absolutely amazing - nothing meaningful gained in the big picture and only very minor gains for a small group of people, bigger losses for the majority.. Wow - I better stop now. Best of luck. Thanks for all you do for our children. ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ▼  September (9) Reflections on the BC Teacher Strike BC Teacher strike - Lessons learned Response to Sandy Garossino Will the Education Fund improve classroom conditio... Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Class composition: a human rights perspective Class size and composition - a short visual histor... Guest post - I WILL HOLD THE LINE Teachers - let your leadership know it is time to ... ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11508,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 19, Number 5, March 2007 Teachers' tips: Different, not more by Charlene Watts Gifted students are gifted 24 hours a day. Consequently, classroom teachers have the responsibility to ensure that gifted students are involved in appropriate learning experiences as much as possible. This is an easily accomplished goal as teachers come to recognize that "more" work is not the same as "appropriate" work. In BC classrooms, teachers assess what their students already know. After the assessment, a list of students who have demonstrated mastery of the objectives can be compiled. The free time for students that is generated from having learned the desired outcomes needs to be co-operatively planned with the students. Time, could be provided to explore self-selected topics on a conceptual rather than a factual basis. Students could be encouraged to set some of their own learning goals and evaluate their work. To assist students in wisely using their time, they may be involved in an independent study, a learning contract, a co-operative learning situation or have the curriculum compacted. All will provide for the necessary adaptations to pace, breadth, and depth of curriculum. All curriculum and instruction ought to be based on the needs of the students as indicaed by their characteristics, attitudes, and behaviours. Not only do schools strive to meet intellectual demands but affective needs must be addressed. It is essential that gifted students be given opportunities to work alone and in small ability or interest group situations to explore passion areas. The classroom environment needs to be one that invites risk-taking and making mistakes. Assignments ought to be open-ended providing a focus on complex and abstract thinking. As creative thinking, critical thinking, and problem solving are essential, it may be necessary to allow for a flexible timeline so that gifted students may have longer time blocks for in-depth studies. A variety of products ought to be encouraged and shared with appropriate audiences. Research shows that 40% to 50% of the content might be eliminated for gifted students. As educators, the biggest contribution that we can make to meet the needs of gifted learners is to: Find out what they already know.  Give them "credit" for the concepts they have mastered.  Refrain from having them repeat grade level work just because its there.  Provide alternative challenging activities for them to do instead of grade level work.  Discover what their interests are and build projects around those interests.  Allow them some flexibility in the way they use the time they "buy back."  Trust them to learn in non-traditional ways.  Thrill them with choices, choices, and more choices.  Give them lots of experience with setting their own goals and evaluating their own work.  Enjoy the results. Adapted from Susan Winebrenner, renowned gifted education author, previously published and taken from AEGTCC BC publications: Brochure series "What educators of gifted learners need to know about...", The Leading Edge newsletter. Charlene Watts is president of the Bulkley Valley Teacher’s Union. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9136,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 19, Number 1, September 2006 Looking back by Chris Bocking 70 years ago Probably nothing in recent history has given the thoughtful observer more reason for disquiet than has the collapse of elemental human freedom in so many parts of the world. Of all liberties none is more essential than freedom on the part of teachers to speak the truth in their classrooms and to take their place as citizens in the community at large. One favourite form of teacher-baiting is the passing of loyalty laws. Such statutes have been enacted in nearly half of the States of the American Republic during recent years and there is no sign or probability of a turn in the tide. – September 1936, The BC Teacher 50 years ago The beginning of a school year is an excellent time for teachers to look over the protection they carry on their lives, their homes, their cars. How many will think to consider the protection they carry on their health? The BCTF Medical Services’ Association has been actively in the business of protecting the health of teachers for 15 years. During that time payments on behalf of members have exceeded half a million dollars. A serious illness, without protection, can cripple a family financially. – Sept/Oct. 1956, The BC Teacher 30 years ago Unless we’ve not yet shaken the last grains of sand from our eyes, fellow ostriches, we must admit that the magic has gone from the first exciting dreams of school guidance. After more than a generation of try-out in this province, even the most confident must conclude that the conduct of guidance—at least as compared with what was at first conceived—has been weighed in the balance and found wanting. An elite guidance force found it hard to defend itself against the charge that it had lost touch with the workaday classroom. At the same time the subject teacher was only too happy to attend to geography and leave the behaviour problems to the specialist. – Sept/Oct. 1976, The BC Teacher 10 years ago Experiencing stress in our lives is universal and stress-related disorders are increasingly on the rise. In fact, statistics indicate that over half of all visits to health-care professionals are associated with stress-related disorders. Ongoing changes within our society and workplace such as expanded workload with downsizing, demands to do as much or more with decreased funding, technological developments, and societal changes often where we have fewer social supports, all lead to lifestyle demands that have become difficult to manage at the best of times. – Sept. 1996, Teacher Chris Bocking, Keating Elementary School, Saanich Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=25777,BCTF News Releases  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources   For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development News Release Archives 2014  2013  2012    2011 2010  2009  2008 2007  2006  Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2012 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  March 1, 2012 Teachers will withdraw services to protest Bill 22, worsening classroom conditions   Next Monday, March 5, teachers across British Columbia will begin a legal three-day full-scale withdrawal of services, as permitted under the Labour Relations Board interim essential services order. At 6:00 a.m. today, the BCTF issued notice of the escalation to the BC Public School Employers’ Association.   This step follows a province-wide vote conducted February 28 and 29, 2012, in which 87% of teachers voted “yes” to escalating job action from the limited “teach only” campaign that began last September. In all, 32,209 teachers voted, of whom 27,946 said “yes.”  In a morning news conference, BCTF President Susan Lambert noted that the 75% turnout and 87% yes vote demonstrate to the provincial government that “bullying legislation like Bill 22 will not fix a broken relationship.”  “Teachers take this step very reluctantly,” she said, noting that their “teach only” job action was specifically designed to limit the impact on classrooms while still maintaining an effective voice. “We articulated our objectives as clearly and respectfully as we could, but unfortunately we were pleading to deaf ears,” Lambert said. “The bill tabled on Tuesday was a sign of the appalling disrespect for the profession of teaching, for students, and for public education in BC.”  She urged parents and other concerned British Columbians to contact their MLAs, Education Minister George Abbott, and Premier Christy Clark to urge them not to impose Bill 22 but rather to negotiate a fair agreement with teachers and invest in public education to meet diverse student needs.  Lambert acknowledged that the walkout will inconvenience parents, but asked them to consider that conditions in classrooms have deteriorated over the past decade and will not improve unless teachers take a strong stand.  “Bill 22 means children have to wait another two years for any possible hope of guarantees on class size or any real funding increase for students with special needs,” she said.  Lambert pointed to the BCTF’s long history of social justice advocacy—for inclusion of all children, regardless of their abilities or disabilities, for the rights of girls and women, against racism, homophobia and bullying. “Sometimes—even though you’re afraid, even though the threats seem overwhelming—you have to stand up to a bully,” she said.  The BCTF provincial Executive Committee is meeting today to make further decisions about how actions will unfold in the upcoming days.   -  30  - For more information, contact Nancy Knickerbocker, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell). Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=16844,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2008 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 2, October 2008  We need school trustees who will speak out! By Geoff Peters A new year brings new students, new hopes, and new opportunities. School trustees are all up for election this year on November 15. Funding comes from the BC government but our trustees have significant responsibilities. Trustees make significant decisions about class size, composition, district policies, budgets, programs, resources, staffing levels, testing, and your working conditions. Strong school trustees can work for us Finding, supporting, and working with progressive trustees will make a huge difference to public education. Imagine what could happen when new trustees speak up and defend public education—not just quietly administer cuts. Progressive trustees will: pressure the government for more money for public schools. oppose government directions that undermine public education. stop school closures. represent your community to the government—not vice versa. reduce overcrowded classes. stop neglecting special needs. pressure the BCSTA to stand up for students and teachers and fight for increased funding. protect our most vulnerable children and work to fight child poverty. actively build community support for public schools. speak out against narrowly focused, inappropriate testing and ranking. respect and invite public, parent, employee group, and student participation in decision-making. work with trustees in other districts to get resources from the provincial government. lobby MLAs on behalf of your community’s unique needs. resist privatization of our public schools. You can make a real difference Voter turnout for school board elections is low. A small number of votes can make a huge difference. Take five friends or family to vote. Geoff Peters, BCTF Communications & Campaigns Division Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9054,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept./Oct. 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, Number 1, Sept./Oct. 2003 President’s message As we begin this new school year, we are facing another significant challenge in countering legislation imposed by the B.C. Liberal government. Two years ago, our challenge was defending our bargaining rights. This year, it is upholding our professional rights. With Bill 51, the Campbell Liberals have seized control of the College of Teachers. Clearly, they intend to impose a punitive and antiprofessional agenda. This year, we must unite as never before to regain democratic control of the college and assert our rights to professional autonomy and self-regulation. At present, ours is the only mandatory college in British Columbia that is not governed by an elected majority of practitioners of that profession. It is heartening to know that colleagues across Canada are with us in this struggle. In a unanimous decision, delegates at the AGM of the Canadian Teachers’ Federation, adopted a resolution strongly condemning the government of B.C. for political interference in the college. "The legislative changes to the B.C. College of Teachers reduce the democratic, self-regulatory College of Teachers to an undemocratic, partisan tool of the Ministry of Education," said CTF President Terry Price. "These changes will demoralize professional educators and will harm students’ learning opportunities in that they will create instability and turmoil in schools and communities." We have seen the same story in Ontario, where the Harris Tories created a politicized college, and the Eves government has perpetuated its regime of teacher testing and mandatory recertification. Ontario teachers have been strong and united in their resistance to the spurious demands, and we have much to learn from them. I hope you have had a chance to read the special issue of Teacher covering the range of issues provoked by the Liberal coup against our college, and I hope you will speak out and take action to help regain a truly democratic professional body. If we all act together, we cannot be defeated! Neil Worboys Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=18258,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 6, April 2009  New teachers’ conference By Moh Chelali “Teaching from the heart and building for the future” was the 2009 theme of the BCTF new teachers’ conference. More than 350 new teachers and student teachers attended this year’s conference. New teachers represent the renewal of our profession and their needs and interests are of utmost importance to our society. The BCTF designs this conference to welcome, support, and guide new teachers entering the profession. It is one of the finest professional development events that one can attend. The conference is always popular because almost all the presenters are active classroom teachers and they volunteer their time and energy to share their passion and knowledge with their colleagues. The needs of beginning teachers are different as they enter the era of teaching in the digital age. Beginning teachers not only require initial assistance, advice, and information, but also need ongoing support during their first few years of teaching. This conference was designed to explore best teaching practices, current challenges, research, and innovation. It is always the BCTF’s goal to offer workshops that are interactive, collaborative, practical, analytical, and cover a range of teachers’ needs from elementary to secondary. They are also designed to cover different subjects and topics. The 2008 conference featured presentations on BCTF services and interests such as wellness, pensions, communication, the collective agreement, research, classroom management, integrating students with special needs, student assessment, teaching and learning with technology, and working with parents. Who are the best teachers of teachers? Teachers of course—just ask them about their own learning. Who inspired them to become teachers? Who helped them when they became teachers? To whom do they constantly turn for advice? Where do they get many of their ideas? The most common answer is almost universal—other teachers. And this is why the whole theme of the BCTF conference was teaching from the heart and building for the future. Most attendees affirmed that they have gained a great deal of advice, instruction, strategies, and practical ideas that they can use directly in their classes. Teaching is a never-ending story—it is a journey of passion and hope. Beginning teachers teach from the heart—they are the new guides not only to teach but also to stimulate and motivate. They know how to instill in the minds of the citizens of tomorrow the love of learning and the passion of education and social justice. Moh Chelali, assistant director, BCTF Professional and Social Issues Division.  Why did you choose to be a teacher? I chose to become a teacher because since I reached an age where I could make decision on my own, divine providence continu‚ously pointed me in this direction. As I considered my career options during my many years of university experiences, my lucky stars shaped me into an emotionally stable, introspective person. Through the years, many people commented on my suitability for this careerÖconfirmation that this was a good fit. Vikki Cheng, Delta Ever since I was in Kindergarten, I have looked up to my teachers and loved school. I can still remember when my Kindergarten teacher asked me, ìWhat do you want to be when you grow up?î I immediately said, ìA teacher, just like you!î Since a very young age I have stayed in touch with my teachers. Seventeen years later my dream came true. I got accepted into the education program at UBC. Currently, I am a teacher on call in the Surrey district. I am finally living my dream and working with children of all ages. Teaching is the most rewarding profession. Amanda Schmidt, Surrey  I canít say why I chose to be a teacher, it was always what I was going to be. But now that I am a teacher, I know why I love it so much. Everyday, the children teach me how to appreciate and live in the moment. They push me to learn more about education, myself, and those around me. They remind me to be present and to value the things that really matter. Robin Kimmie, Princeton  I didnít choose to be a teacher, it chose me. For many years my friends and family told me I would be a great teacher but I tend to go against the grain. Overall, working with people is where I excel. I am extremely interested in building strong relationships, promoting health and wellness, and being an advocate for education. In the end, teaching was the perfect fitÖand it chose me. Simmy Mukhija, Comox Valley Through high school and university, I worked at a day camp and as a swim instructor. I enjoyed those years teaching and working with youth. After graduation, I worked as an engineer, but I found this occupation unfulfilling. After some soul searching I decided to pursue a profession in education. I believe that as a classroom teacher, I can make a direct impact on the future lives of young people and improve the community where we live. Walter Rosin, Burnaby  What was the funniest experience in your first year of teaching or practicum I was starting a new ìfamily lifeî unit in Health and Career Education 8, which encompasses sex education. I was sitting on a stool in front of the class introducing the unit to them, while holding copies of the worksheets we would be completing. I am very expressive and use my hands a lot while speaking and a male student at the back of the room burst out laughing. I inquired as to what was so entertaining and he informed me that one of the double-sided sheets in my hands had a diagram of the male reproductive organs and my expressive nature was causing the ìpenisî on the paper to bob up and down! I had a good laugh with the class and no longer hold onto sheets when talkingóyou never know whatís on the other side. Tracy Godfrey, Chilliwack  My funniest moment in teaching was during my first year. Itís the second week in the first semester. The last bell had rung and I was about to take attendance, every student had stopped talking except for one student who by now knew what I expected of every student. I had tried every tool from my toolbox of teacher training to get this student to stop talking but this student was a social butterfly that could connect with any student that he sat beside. On this day I had waited, looking directly at the student and thought to my self what do I do, at that moment I couldnít help but start to smile and then snicker and then I started to laugh, at that moment one of the quiet students stood up and pointed at me and directed the noisy student ìlook at what you did, you made Mr. Gogag laughî and the noisy student stopped talking to take a look. From that day class would start with the anticipation of the noisy student making me laugh but how could I laugh when the student who was noisy would stay focused on me every class? Laugh when there is nothing to smile about and who knows what it might cure. William Gogag, Smithers My first year of teaching was in a Grade 1 class. One day, near the end of the day, a boy came over and said ìMiss Johns, thereís a poop on the carpet.î I, of course, denied the possibility that such a deposit could have been dropped, but, as I investi‚gated further, sure enough, there it was, in all its glory. After explaining the dayís exciting events to my colleagues, they welcomed me to the profession and said I had been officially initiated. I never did figure out which pair of pants the special deposit had been shaken out of! Jennifer Johns, Cranbrook  We were in the gym. One of the students was asked to leave and sit in the corridor that connected the gym to the hall. When I went to speak to him he was hanging up‚side down off of the water fountain, head back, mouth wide open wailing. I knelt down beside the upside down wailer just as a wide-eyed parent peered through the window. At that point I started to laugh and wonder how I had come to this place in my life. Robin Kimmie, Princeton Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9684&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 19, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 2006 Visit the new bctf.ca and enter our online contest The new and improved BCTF web site was launched on November 8! The new look and feel of the site is in response to the very constructive feedback from members and local activists who participated in focus groups last summer. We also received many suggestions from members who regularly visit the site. Thanks to everyone. We have included a feedback link on the site so that we can continue to hear from you. There is still considerable work remaining to build our online archive of publications and to ensure that all of our content is the most current information available; please visit often as the site will be updated daily. The next phase of development will feature web forums that members may join to discuss issues affecting teachers. Be sure to enter our online contest. You just need to find the information and answer the questions on the site, and you will be eligible for a draw, provided you are a BCTF member. The prize is dinner and a night for two at the Hotel Vancouver. Travel arrangements will be provided if our winner does not live in the Lower Mainland. So go to bctf.ca, explore our pages, and enter the contest. The BCTF web site is your site, and it will continually evolve to meet your needs in your role as a teacher and/or local officer. – Diana Broome)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2013_01_01_archive.html,Staffroom Confidential: January 2013 Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Sunday, January 27, 2013 Data representation in Achievement Reports Amidst the flurry of op-ed pieces about BC's annual standardized testing for students in Grades four and seven, I felt my nerves fray at this quote from BC's Minister of Education: The FSA helps parents and educators determine the students and schools in need of extra support. The results complement the assessment and reporting by teachers and help school districts direct resources to where they are needed most. Additionally, it helps the Ministry of Education identify trends to improve teaching and learning for the coming school year. ... I believe that one of strengths of the FSA is that by sampling every child we are able to get a comprehensive picture of how students are doing. Using random samples for the FSA would make it very difficult to get the level of detail we obtain from all our students including aboriginal students, English-language learners and students with special needs. It would not provide the individual, school and district level information critical for both student intervention and long-term planning. Read more: http://www.vancouversun.com/news/helps+ensure+resources+directed+where+they+needed/7815610/story.html#ixzz2IuZ6wlu3 Hmmm. Let's see. The provincial framework for school accountability is the Achievement Contract. Each District develops a contract which outlines how the District will address learning challenges it identifies. Then, in January, each Superintendent files a report on how well the District is meeting its goals. Given the comments above, one would assume that FSA results are a primary source for objectively identifying issues at the school and district level. Is this true? Have a look at the recent report from Delta. http://web.deltasd.bc.ca/sites/files/Superintendent%27s%20Annual%20Report%20on%20Student%20Achievement-2012.pdf The FSA test does not appear once in the report. This District chose instead to use report card marks and six year completion statistics. Perhaps that is because, in Delta's case, the FSA results are remarkably uninteresting. Here is a graph from the results published on the Ministry web site: Each of the FSA graphs look remarkably similar. Take a look yourself to see all six FSA results: http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/reports/pdfs/fsa/037.pdf. Yet here is a quote from the local news report based on the Achievement report: Students in the Delta School District are performing better than they were five years ago, according to the district’s annual student achievement contract. (http://www.southdeltaleader.com/news/187337201.html) One can only assume that in this case, the FSA results did not "help inform" the district about achievement rates. Another interesting example is Greater Victoria. Here is a link to the Achievement report (attached to a recent Board meeting agenda): http://www.sd61.bc.ca/super/pdf/agendas/12_13/2013_01_21.pdf In this report, some FSA data is used, although interestingly, it is pretty selective. The report begins with the title: What is improving? And lists several areas: Dogwood completion rate for all students Dogwood completion rate for aboriginal students FSA results for grade 7 aboriginal students in reading, writing and numeracy FSA results for grade 4 aboriginal students in numeracy FSA results for grade 4 students in writing and numeracy FSA results for grade 7 students in reading, writing and numeracy Given this list, one might expect to find similar list items in the section entitled: Challenging areas - which trends in student achievement are of concert to you? In particular, I would expect to see FSA results for grade 4 aboriginal students in writing and numeracy, and FSA results for grade 4 students in reading. But these don't appear. Instead, this section reads: "Our data indicates an upward trend in student achievement. However, despite the 19.9% improvement in completion rate for aboriginal students and the 7% improvement in completion rates for all students since 2008, we continue to be acutely focused on, and determined to improve, our Dogwood completion rate for each and every student." There is no mention of the areas lacking improvement. Here are the grade 4 FSA results graphs produced by the Ministry: I'm not sure I would use the words "upward trend" to describe this data. Before making any claims, I would want to know if whatever upward movement in numbers there is was statistically significant. Instead of using these charts, the report includes the following text: The first thing I notice when I looked at this list, is that for each bullet, a different date range is used. Or, put another way, certain data is excluded from the analysis. Given that the Ministry provides five year data for comparison, why would some years, for some grades/subjects, be left out? What was the criteria for omitting them? Another example is the reporting of graduation rates in this chart: Here is another chart, from the previously published Achievement Contract (http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/schools/sdinfo/acc_contracts/2013/61.pdf): Looking at these two charts, I wonder why the year 2008 was selected as the start year for the data chart demonstrating "improvement" for all students? Greater Victoria also was in the news after this report was brought to a Board Meeting. Kudos to Lindsay Kines, who reported that the graduation rates increased from 76%, the previous high, in 04/05, to 78%, the current number. This is a very different way of describing the data than the chart showing the changes beginning from the low point in 2008. (http://www.timescolonist.com/news/local/graduation-rate-reaches-new-high-in-greater-victoria-school-district-1.51362) I have to give the Ministry some credit. At least their charts and graphs all use the same date ranges, and includes the same information for every District. They are not picking and choosing which data to publish. But the scheme for "contracting" measurable improvements and then justifying performance with numbers appears to me to be a shell game. I wonder what "long term planning" the Minister imagines is happening? What objective information can anyone get from either the selective reporting from the Districts or the plethora of un-analysed data from the Ministry? What "comprehensive picture" does the Minister see here? Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 1:53 PM 1 comment: Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest Tuesday, January 15, 2013 Educators and Enbridge There was some "controversy" earlier this year when the media (main stream) picked up a story about the BCTF producing teaching materials about the Enbridge pipeline. I use quotes because I don't really understand where the conflict in the story came from. I was interviewed on the day of the large rally in Victoria organized by Defend Our Coast and asked if I thought it was apppropriate for the BCTF to produce materials with a point of view. Given that corporations and interest groups routinely produce teaching materials that are biased, I see no problem so long as the teacher uses a variety of sources, and this is precisely what the BCTF intended and even recommended. So where was the controversy? Like many British Columbians, many teachers and educators are very concerned and aware of the issues related to the pipeline, tankers, the tar sands and climate change.  I noticed that at the Victoria Enbridge hearings, two recently retired teachers from the Victoria school district and one Victoria School Trustee (Diane McNally) gave presentations expressing their opposition to the project. Former teacher Janet Simpson expressed her exasperation with a hearing process so limited in producing any thorough or meaningful exploration of ideas: "...what I have is 10 minutes, only ten minutes to try to express the magnitude of what we are going to lose. 10 minutes to attempt in vain to stop us from careening down a path that will result in 10 decades of environmental devastation.  10 minutes to urge you to look beyond the short-sighted false economy that the tar sands and its related projects are creating. 10 minutes to ask why we have learned nothing about value-added resource extraction from our habit of selling raw logs. 10 minutes to point out what an incredible insult this is to every First Nation. 10 minutes to stress the value inherent in a fossil fuel and the folly in squandering it all in such a destructive way. 10 minutes to question why we should all pay such a huge price for Alberta’s diminishing prospects for sales of its polluting tar sand oil in the U.S. 10 minutes to remind you of the two major earthquakes within a recent month span and the effect of another one and its accompanying tsunami on supertankers moving down Kitimat inlet.  How prepared can we possibly be for the chaos that would result if simultaneous disasters occurred?  How much attention would one pipeline break gushing millions of gallons of oil into a remote, pristine river system get?" Beyond viewing these issues as political/environmental concerns, teachers also take a pedagogical interest in the natural environment and teaching and learning. I was very interested to read this fall about a new Kindergarden program in Sooke based almost wholly in the outdoors, and the similar program in the Gulf Islands. World-wide, there is an educational movement stressing the importance of children just simply spending time in nature and organizing curricula around one's immediate environment.  Research indicates that there are a myriad of potential benefits, including behavioural, academic and simply an appreciation for our natural surroundings and our collective responsibility as stewards of the earth. (See, for example, http://www.psychologytoday.com/blog/people-in-nature/200809/how-nature-can-transform-education.) The Enbridge hearings are a very teachable moment - for students, for schools, and for all of society. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 4:25 PM 2 comments: Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest Newer Posts Older Posts Home Subscribe to: Posts (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts All Comments Atom All Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ▼  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ▼  January (2) Data representation in Achievement Reports Educators and Enbridge ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12656,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 1999 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 12, Number 1, September 1999 More than a waste: Why computers may be harmful by Janet Amsden  The Child and the Machine: Why Computers May Put Our Children’s Education at Risk, Alison Armstrong and Charles Casement Do computers really help children to learn? The authors of this book respond with a resounding No. Although the schools throughout North America and Europe have spent vast sums of money bringing computers into the classroom, the latest research indicates that that may be a waste of resources and students’ time. Based on research and interviews with national and international authorities in the U.S.A. and Canada, The Child and the Machine shows how the uncritical rush to use computers in education ignores the developmental needs of the child. Focussing on children from Kindergarten through Grade 8, the book carefully examines how computers affect all areas of child development, including literacy, math, and science. The Child and the Machine draws on hundreds of studies from North America, Europe, and Japan, bringing to light what is known about the problems associated with the technology. The Child and the Machine looks at what happens to a school when it places huge emphasis on computer technology. It then shows other ways of improving education that are more beneficial for children, such as decreasing class sizes and including a strong arts-based curriculum. – Janet Amsden  For a copy of this book, contact Bev Humphries, (604) 871-1875, 1-800-663-9163 (local 1875) or bhumphries@bctf.ca. There is a limited supply at a cost of $14 (shipping included). Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141003,www.facebook.com,https://www.facebook.com/BCTeachersFederation/posts_to_page,BC Teachers' Federation (BCTF) - Education - Timeline | Facebook Facebook logo Email or Phone Password Keep me logged in Forgot your password?)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11882&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2000 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 13, Number 2, October 2000 No one would ever assess schools that way! by John Taylor “Did you hear about the new government program to measure the effectiveness of dentists with their young patients?” I said. “No” he said. He didn’t seem too thrilled. “How will they do that?” “It’s quite simple,” I said. “They will just count the number of cavities each patient has at age 10, 14, and 18 and average that to determine a dentist’s rating. Dentists will be rated as Excellent, Good, Average, Below Average, and Unsatisfactory. That way, parents will know which are the best dentists. It will also encourage the less effective dentists to get better,” I said. “Poor dentists who don’t improve could lose their licence to practise.” “That’s terrible,” he said. “What? That’s not a good attitude,” I said. “Don’t you think we should try to improve children’s dental health?” “Sure I do,” he said, “but that’s not a fair way to determine who is practicing good dentistry.” “Why not?” I said. “It makes perfect sense to me.” “Well, it’s so obvious,” he said. “Don’t you see that dentists don’t all work with the same clientele; so much depends on things we can’t control?” “For example,” he said, “I work in a rural area with a high percentage of patients from deprived homes, while some of my colleagues work in upper-middle-class neighborhoods. Many of the parents I work with don’t bring their children to see me until there is some kind of problem, and I don’t get to do much preventive work.” “Also,” he said, “many of the parents I serve let their kids eat way too much candy from a young age, unlike more educated parents who understand the relationship between sugar and decay.” “To top it all off,” he added, “so many of my clients have well water that is untreated and has no fluoride in it. Do you have any idea how much difference early use of fluoride can make?” “It sounds like you’re making excuses,” I said. I couldn’t believe my dentist would be so defensive. He does a great job. “I am not!” he said. “My best patients are as good as anyone’s, my work is as good as anyone’s, but my average cavity count is going to be higher than a lot of other dentists because I chose to work where I am needed most.” “Don’t get touchy,” I said. “Touchy?” he said. His face had turned red, and from the way he was clenching and unclenching his jaws, I was afraid he was going to damage his teeth. “Try furious. In a system like this, I will end up being rated average, below average, or worse. “My more educated patients who see these ratings may believe this so-called rating actually is a measure of my ability and proficiency as a dentist. They may leave me, and I’ll be left with only the most needy patients. And my cavity average score will get even worse. “On top of that, how will I attract good dental hygienists and other excellent dentists to my practice if it is labelled below average?” “I think you’re over-reacting,” I said. “‘Complaining, excuse making, and stonewalling won’t improve dental health.’ I am quoting that from a leading member of the DOC,” I noted. “What’s the DOC?” he said. “It’s the Dental Oversight Committee,” I said, “a group made up of mostly laypersons to make sure dentistry gets improved.” “Spare me,” he said. “I can’t believe this. Reasonable people won’t buy it,” he said. The program sounded reasonable to me, so I asked, “How else would you measure good dentistry?” “Come watch me work,” he said. “Observe my processes.” “That’s too complicated and time consuming,” I said. “Cavities are the bottom line, and you can’t argue with the bottom line. It’s an absolute measure.” “That’s what I’m afraid my patients and prospective patients will think. This can’t be happening,” he said despairingly. “Now, now.” I said, “Don’t despair. The state will help you some.” “How?” he said. “If you’re rated poorly, they’ll send a dentist who is rated excellent to help straighten you out,” I said brightly. “You mean,” he said, “they will send a dentist with a wealthy clientele to show me how to work on severe juvenile dental problems with which I have probably had much more experience? Big help.” “There you go again,” I said. “You aren’t acting professionally at all.” “You don’t get it,” he said. “Doing this would be like grading schools and teachers on an average score on a test of children’s progress without regard to influences outside the school—the home, the community served, and stuff like that. Why would they do something so unfair to dentists? No one would ever think of doing that to schools.” I just shook my head sadly, but he had brightened. “I’m going to write my representatives and senator,” he said. “I’ll use the school analogy—surely they’ll see my point.” He walked off with that look of hope mixed with fear and suppressed anger that I’ve seen in the mirror so often lately. John Taylor is superintendent of schools, Lancaster County School District, South Carolina.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9418,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 19, Number 2, October 2006 Project overseas: Sierra Leone by Sandra Holmes In July, I led a team of Canadian teachers on an overseas teaching project organized by the Canadian Teachers’ Federation with the support of BCTF, other Canadian provincial associations, and the Canadian International Development Agency. Our team of four Canadians joined eleven other teams travelling to various countries in Africa, Asia, and the Caribbean to assist with the training of teachers. On July 7, our team flew out of Montreal on our way to Freetown, Sierra Leone via Brussels. At Lungi airport, we were met by Hawa Koroma and Leonard Komeh, officials with the Sierra Leone Teachers’ Union (SLTU). Sheka Koroma, our driver, welcomed us and hurried us along to catch the ferry to Freetown. Immediately we felt welcomed and cared for. As it turned out, it was fortunate for us that we missed the ferry. What a welcome to Sierra Leone we had as our team waited on the dock in the late afternoon for the next ferry to arrive to take us to Freetown. We marvelled at the sights of the nearby community and the fishing boats returning to shore as the sun set red amid the thunderheads on the horizon. For many days during our stay we heard the mountains roar with the thunder that preceded the tropical rainstorms and agreed the country was aptly named Sierra Leone--Lion Mountains. We enjoyed the company of children showing off their math skills and sharing information about their country with us as we shared information about our country. Hawa and Sheka were with us to answer our many questions. A few hours earlier they were just names on paper ,and already their warm welcome and gentle concern for us set the scene for the deep and meaningful relationships to come. When the ferry arrived, we were privileged to watch the folks pour off, returning home after a work day in Freetown. The entire market walked gracefully past us, carried on the heads of the people. This was the beginning of four weeks of learning and teaching in Freetown, Sierra Leone. Along the way we were gently guided in our learning about this jewel of a country and its very friendly people by the 80 participants who attended the in-service courses that SLTU had organized and invited us to assist with. The first group of participants came from the Eastern and the Western regions of Sierra Leone. After two weeks of work, we said a reluctant good-bye to this group of eager learners and welcomed the second group from the Northern and the Southern regions of the country. All of the participants were practicing teachers. None of them had any teacher training and for many, this was their first experience of learning about the curriculum syllabus, the Sierra Leone Teachers’ Union, and how to effectively teach children reading and other skills. We worked, played, laughed, cried, and sweated our way through the next four weeks. Always it came back to the children. They were the reason we were in this challenging country. Their smiles, their handshakes, and their wonder and curiosity sustained us as we felt so much love and expectation from them. We hoped our efforts to train their teachers would indeed fulfill their expectations of us. This small humid, country, with its amazingly beautiful and diverse landscape, its 16 different ethnic tribes, and complete religious acceptance between the Muslim and Christian faiths has much to teach the world about perseverance and love. We visited Grafton Resettlement camp. In an attempt to assist many people who were injured during the recent wars, the government has set up seven resettlement camps for those who for one reason or another cannot return to their homes. At Grafton, we heard the stories of homes destroyed, loved ones killed, disease and starvation facing those left behind. The community secretary, a former teacher displaced from his home in the north when he was transported to Freetown to recover from his leg amputation, spoke about the difficulty with just getting enough to eat. Now that the resettlement communities have been set up there is no further government assistance. A man with both arms amputated just below the elbow brought me a chair so I could be comfortable while I sat and listened to the stories. All around me the new generation, the four-year-olds and younger, who have not experienced war, laughed and played and touched my white arms in surprise to see such strange looking women sitting with their parents and aunts and uncle. These folks desperately want education for their children, for they, like others in Sierra Leone, see education as the way to a more secure, peaceful, and certain future. As we travelled about we felt that the whole world has surrounded Sierra Leone in a loving embrace, just as a mother will surround her hurting child in order to speed her recovery. NGOs, church groups, United Nations’ organizations such as UNICEF, and other agencies with education and health as their interests are supporting the determined folk of Sierra Leone in rebuilding a viable and sustainable country after the atrocities of war. Re-establishing Sierra Leone’s once prestigious education system is at the top of its list and we felt proud to represent Canadian teachers and to be part of this extensive and vital effort. The eager, beautiful children of Sierra Leone deserve every opportunity to grow to be the best people they can. With continued awareness of the power of peace and assistance with education and health issues from the world, I feel Sierra Leone will one day be able to teach the rest of us the importance of religious acceptance, perseverance, and love. A huge vote of thanks goes to the CTF for its long-term commitment to improving education at home and around the world. And special thanks to the BCTF for supporting me in this life-changing project. Sandra Holmes teaches at Blue River School, Kamloops. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13490,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 20, Number 1, September 2007 A letter to the premier Congratulations for having a $4 billion budget surplus for the coming fiscal yearrepresenting first-rate budgeting practice. This surplus provides your government with a golden opportunity to become the first province in Canada to provide a free educational program for all our children in the public school system--at an estimated cost of only $45 million. This modest sum, representing a 1% increase in the operating budgets for all Boards of Education, allocated on a per-student enrolment basis, would permit boards to offer a first-rate educational program to all school-age children, completely free of charges or fees, as envisioned in the School Act, Section 82. This very modest operating budget increase would no doubt provoke other provinces to emulate this practicethus making Canada the first nation in the Western world to offer free public school education to all its school-age children. You, personally, would acquire huge public support, Canada-wide, for making our public school system truly equal and responsive to the educational needs of all our childrenthe rich and poor alike, which unfortunately is not now the case. Again, I urge you, in the interest of treating all our children alike in the public school system, to allocate a 1% increase in the operating funds of every school districtin order to enable schools to offer "fee-free" educational programs for every child. Were you to stage a media event to announce this proposed, unique policy aimed at making BC the first public school system in Canada to offer a truly "free of charge" educational program for every child, you would receive very wide commendation, support, and gratitude from every citizen in the province. John Young, president and trustee, Greater Victoria Board of Education #61 Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "October is #FosterFamilyMonth. Thank you #BC for opening your homes and hearts to more than 5,900 children and youth." @John_Yap - 11:14pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media jthornthwaite last tweet "Please join me in recognizing the vital work foster families do for B.C. kids http://t.co/bdYy1yh9Jc #FosterFamilyMonth #northvan #bcpoli" @jthornthwaite - 10:56pm Follow @jthornthwaite BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9094,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept./Oct. 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, No. 1, Sept./Oct. 2003 Professional autonomy by Anita Chapman Much of our job satisfaction in teaching comes from exercising our professional judgment in order to meet the diverse needs of our students. The professional autonomy of teachers to exercise their judgment and act on it is an important source of strength in a public education system, and as such, should be valued by the broader society as well as by members of the profession. Changes to the College of Teachers’ legislation in Bill 51 are a serious threat to the professional autonomy of teachers, but it is not the first threat. Teachers are already experiencing many limitations and threats to their professional autonomy. School Act and Regulations, Ministerial Orders, ministry policies The School Act and Regulations, Ministerial Orders, and ministry policies put some parameters on teacher professional autonomy. Teachers are required to teach the curriculum as defined by the learning outcomes and assess student performance in relation to the learning outcomes, but we have professional autonomy about how to do that, what instructional and assessment strategies to use. Our collective-agreement language on professional autonomy generally recognizes restrictions with wording such as "within the bounds of prescribed curriculum." School-board decisions, policies School boards often pass motions that curtail teachers’ professional autonomy. Teachers may not be as vigilant as they might be about such board actions because the ramifications for professional autonomy of specific board motions are not always immediately obvious. Many school boards have mandated local report cards that exceed the provincial requirements for report cards and therefore increase the workload of teachers. Many principals have told teachers they have to do school-wide "writes" using B.C. Performance Standards in order to collect data for the school planning council or the district’s accountability contract. There is no provincial requirement to do things of this nature; in fact, the B.C. Performance Standards are voluntary resources. Usually, there is no local board requirement to do them either. If teachers do not question such directives and draw them to the attention of their local union, professional autonomy is further curtailed. Classroom teachers are usually clear on what is being required of them (for example, with report cards) but they may be unclear whether it is required by a Ministerial Order, a local board policy, a principal’s preference, or colleagues’ decision. Teachers therefore do not always have the information they need to make a judgment about how much professional autonomy they have in a situation. That ambiguity tends to further curtail professional autonomy. Most of the current incursions into teachers’ professional autonomy are in assessment and evaluation. Principals’ decisions Principals often tell teachers that certain things are required. Teachers generally assume these are provincial requirements or board policies. However, the requirements are sometimes simply decisions of the individual principal, based on his or her opinions about best practice. In addition, principals’ decisions are sometimes based on their own misconceptions about provincial requirements and board policies. For example, many elementary principals tell teachers that they are required to include previews with their report cards. That is not, and has never been, a provincial requirement, nor is it generally in board policy. Teachers often need help from their school union reps and local unions to determine if something is truly a requirement and by whom, or if teachers in the local have professional autonomy in the matter in question. Colleagues’ decisions School staffs and departments sometimes make decisions or develop "policy" that curtails the individual professional autonomy of teacher colleagues. For example, a staff may decide to implement EBS (Effective Behaviour Support) school-wide, or a department may decide to have a final exam in a course. There is no problem with such decisions if they are unanimous, but to protect professional autonomy, there should be some provision for dissenters, if any, to opt out. Teachers who exercise their professional autonomy in such situations are sometimes viewed as obstructionists by other staff members. Colleagues may be harshly critical, believing that the "majority rules." The majority does not rule on matters of professional autonomy; it is an individual right we have under the collective agreement. There is a dynamic tension between individual professional autonomy and the fact that the most powerful locus of educational change is the group, school, or department, and not the individual teacher. This is a right-versus-right dilemma that does not have a clear answer, so it is important that the issue of professional autonomy be an integral part of staff development and staff decision making. Public pressure Public pressure can have an enormous impact on teachers’ professional autonomy, especially with respect to learning resources in English language arts, as we saw in the Surrey book-banning case. Public pressure from the dominant community can trample the rights of minority communities (e.g., objections to the inclusion of First Nations’ myths and ceremonies in the instructional program). Most situations are resolved in ways that are satisfactory to the teaching profession. However, the level of conflict, the heated rhetoric, and the level of media attention have an overall dampening effect on teachers’ willingness to take professional risks. They also make publishers of educational resources extremely cautious, so learning resources have become highly sanitized. The "lighthouse" syndrome School boards and district and school administrators often feel considerable pressure to look good or do well in relation to current ministry initiatives or flavour-of-the-year educational trends. Sometimes the pressure is obvious (e.g., Fraser Institute rankings or a visit from the deputy minister). Other times, the pressure is subliminal but no less powerful. Currently, the government emphasis on accountability for outputs, and the resultant data madness, is expanding the problem. It is common for schools and districts to claim increases in FSA results and provincial exam results that are not statistically significant, and teachers are under considerable pressure to have students do well on these tests. Teachers no longer have professional autonomy about how best to teach the course; they have professional autonomy about how best to teach to the exam. Hidden threats Professions that have professional autonomy are characterized by the ability of members to make decisions about the work they do and by a work environment that encourages such decisions. Most of the current threats to teachers’ professional autonomy are not direct attacks on the ability of teachers to make decisions about the work they do, but rather erosions of the work environment that effectively limit and discourage the exercise of those decisions. The Liberal government did not strip professional-autonomy clauses from teachers’ collective agreements the way it stripped class-size language. But larger class sizes and fewer resources have dramatically narrowed the range of teacher decision making. Teachers still have the right to exercise their professional judgment about which textbooks they use in their classrooms; however, teachers are often deciding between using an outdated text or none at all, between having students share a text or have no text, between using inadequate resources or buying resources out of their own pockets. Exercising professional autonomy under such conditions is demoralizing. It is important for teachers to guard against all unnecessary restraints on our professional autonomy so that we can continue to work toward meeting the diverse needs of our students. Anita Chapman is as assistant director in the BCTF’s Professional and Social Issues Division. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=33443&printPage=true,BCTF News Releases  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2014 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  June 5, 2014 Rotating strike information and schedule, June 10-13 As BC teachers prepare to vote on escalating job action and a potential full-scale strike, BCTF President Jim Iker has announced rotating strikes will continue next week. “BC teachers remain committed to negotiating a fair and reasonable deal that provides better support for our students,” said Iker. “It’s time for Premier Christy Clark to provide the employer with new funding that will help bring the two sides closer together on class size, composition, staffing levels for specialist teachers, and wages.” The planned schedule of school closures (by school district name) is as follows:    Tuesday, June 10 61—Greater Victoria   Wednesday, June 11 06—Rocky Mountain 10—Arrow Lakes 22—Vernon 38—Richmond 39—Vancouver 40—New Westminster 41—Burnaby 44—North Vancouver 45—West Vancouver 46—Sunshine Coast 48—Sea to Sky 50—Haida Gwaii 52—Prince Rupert 54—Bulkley Valley 58—Nicola Similkameen 62—Sooke 64—Gulf Islands 67—Okanagan Skaha 68—Nanaimo 78—Fraser-Cascade 79—Cowichan Valley 92—Nisga’a Thursday, June 12 05—Southeast Kootenay 20—Kootenay Columbia 23—Central Okanagan 27—Cariboo-Chilcotin 28—Quesnel 37—Delta 42—Maple Ridge 59—Peace River South 69—Qualicum 70—Alberni 72—Campbell River 74—Gold Trail 75—Mission 82—Coast Mountains 83—North Okanagan-Shuswap 84—Vancouver Island West 87—Stikine 91—Nechako Lakes   Friday, June 13 08—Kootenay Lake 19—Revelstoke 33—Chilliwack 34—Abbotsford 35—Langley 36—Surrey 43—Coquitlam 47—Powell River 49—Central Coast 51—Boundary 53—South Okanagan Similkameen 57—Prince George 60—Peace River North 63—Saanich 71—Comox 73—Kamloops Thompson 81—Fort Nelson 85—Vancouver Island North  -  30  - For more information, contact Rich Overgaard, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell).)
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(20141007,www.huffingtonpost.ca,http://www.huffingtonpost.ca/mellissa-kimberley/bc-teachers-strike-2014-cost_b_5839236.html?utm_hp_ref=tw,B.C. Teachers' Strike 2014: At What Cost? | Mellissa Kimberley View mobile site October 7, 2014 Huffpost Canada British Columbia ca Edition: ca Show/Hide Brasil BR Canada CA Deutschland DE España ES France FR Italia IT 日本 (Japan) JP 한국 (Korea) KR Maghreb MG United Kingdom UK United States US Region: BC Show/Hide All Canada Alberta British Columbia Québec (en français) Follow Newsletters Get Canada British ColumbiaNewsletters Email address Enter Email Address Huffington Post Search Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search iOS app Android app More Log in Create Account Notifications 0 $USERNAME Profile Settings Logout FRONT PAGE Politics Ford Still Doesn't Understand Racism 51 Unvetted Judge Joins Supreme Court 43 Kenney Posts Photos Of Iraqi Children To Make Case For ISIL Airstrikes 91 Clinton: Canadian Help In ISIL Fight 'Indispensable' 44 Canadians Left In A Fog Of War 42 Go to Politics More in Politics The Pulse Stephen Harper You Might Also Like US Politics UK Politics Business Porn Company Has A Raunchy Deal For Air Canada Pilots 3 Sun News Just Lost Its Main Source Of Content; What Now? 49 Canadian Cities Surprisingly Unpopular Destinations For Workers 0 This Is How You Rack Up U.S. Roaming Charges While In Canada 14 Look What China Might Actually Build 47 Go to Business More in Business Small Business Money You Might Also Like Tech TechCrunch Autoblog WorldPost Spanish Nurse First To Contract Ebola Outside West Africa 518 It's Been 3 Weeks Since Anyone's Seen Kim And Rumors Are Swirling 91 3 New Findings On ISIS Weapons That You Should Know About 0 Kurds Face Massacre In Syrian Border Town As Turkey Just Watches 334 American Held Hostage By ISIS: 'I Am Obviously Pretty Scared To Die' 70 Go to WorldPost More in WorldPost Foreign Affairs World Elections Arab Uprising Afghanistan War Syria Crisis You Might Also Like Travel Impact Living 100 Pumpkin Carvings That Will Inspire You 0 Fried Maple Leaves Are A Delicacy In Japan, And We're Jealous 6 WATCH: HuffPost Readers School Us On Toronto's Real Must-Eats 2 Toronto Dubbed Fourth Most Livable City In The World 0 33 Signs You Live In Liberty Village 1 Go to Living You Might Also Like Healthy Living Food Recipes Divorce Women Parentdish Green Post50 Weddings Style Best Halloween Costumes For Men And Women 0 Most Offensive Products In Retail 3 Canadian Model Coco Rocha Is Pregnant! 4 LOOK: Matthew McConaughey Wears 'Dazed And Confused' T-Shirt 1 Go to Style More in Style Beauty Fashion Celeb Style Entertaining and Etiquette Stylelist Canada Wedding Style Home Style You Might Also Like Style (U.S.) Weddings Stylelist Canada Entertainment Kris Jenner Opens Up About The Late Robert Kardashian 6 Blake Lively Is Pregnant! 30 Mariah Carey Proves She's Not Lip-Synching 42 Is This Where George Clooney And Amal Alamuddin Honeymooned? 7 Pregnant Kelly Rowland Poses Topless In Black And White Photo Shoot 2 Go to Entertainment You Might Also Like Music Celebrity TV Moviefone Arts The Glamorous History Of Pin-Up Like You've Never Seen It Before 3 1 Here Are A Bunch Of F*cking Delightful Artsy Cat Photos. You're Welcome. 3 This Is What It Really Looks Like To Be A Modern Day Nun 8 New Animation-Inspired Art Show Will Make You Yearn For Saturday Morning Cartoons 0 Go to Arts You Might Also Like Books Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Religion Alberta 20 Puppies Found Abandoned In Field 6 Anti-Abortion Postcard Targets Tory MP.. Again 26 Mystery 'GPO Girl' Turns Up In Calgary 3 Major Saskatchewan Train Derailment 2 Dozens Of Dead Cats Found, Another 62 Euthanized 0 Go to Alberta More in Alberta Alberta Politics Alberta Business Alison Redford Calgary Edmonton British Columbia B.C. Teen Killed By Train Was Wearing Headphones, Texting: RCMP 13 Anthem Singer's Fall Is Lesson In Showmanship 3 Pastafarian Loses B.C. Driver's Licence Over Holy Colander 0 Elderly Asian Women Attacked In Vancouver 0 Lawyers Of Convicted Surrey Six Gangsters Want Mistrial 3 Go to British Columbia More in British Columbia B.C. Politics B.C. Business Christy Clark Vancouver All Sections News Canada Politics Canada Business US Politics US Business World Media Sports Education Crime Weird News Good News Daily Finance Entertainment Entertainment Music TV Celebrity Comedy Arts Books Moviefone Life & Style Living Style Home Healthy Living Taste Weddings Travel Parents Divorce HuffPost 50 Marlo Thomas OWN Tech & Science Tech Science Green Techcrunch Engadget TUAW Joystiq Voices Impact Women Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Religion College Teen Local Quebec (French) Calgary Montreal Ottawa Toronto Vancouver Winnipeg Mapquest Patch.com Our Mobile Apps: iPhone iPad HuffPost Live iPad Android Phone Android Tablet British Columbia B.C. Politics B.C. Business Christy Clark Vancouver Anthem Singer's Fall Is Lesson In Showmanship 2014-10-05 23:32:54 Pastafarian Loses B.C. Driver's Licence Over Holy Colander 2014-10-06 20:10:58 B.C. Teen Killed By Train Was Wearing Headphones, Texting: RCMP 2014-10-07 02:49:46 45 Signs You're A Vancouver Canucks Fan 2014-10-04 00:27:49 Elderly Asian Women Attacked In Vancouver 2014-10-06 17:25:49 When It Comes to Jumbo Glacier Resort, All Questions Lead Back To Powerful Minister 2014-10-06 15:46:02 Aldergrove School Playground Condemned 2014-10-06 17:50:31 Vancouver Mom Who Killed Her 2 Babies Sentenced 2014-10-07 13:46:41 LOOK: Stunning Scenes By B.C.'s October Photographer 2014-10-03 14:22:55 This Derelict Van 'Home' Costs $550/Month To Rent In B.C. 2014-10-03 16:05:46 Officer Admits Abusing Authority While Shoving Woman 2014-10-06 18:41:58 Recognize This Photo? Here's The Story Behind It 2014-10-03 16:58:41 Premier Denies Downplaying B.C. LNG Expectations 2014-10-06 20:57:52 Lawyers Of Convicted Surrey Six Gangsters Want Mistrial 2014-10-06 18:59:52 LOOK: Old Vancouver Bank's New Life 2014-10-03 17:52:32 Previous Story Next Story The Blog Featuring fresh takes and real-time analysis from HuffPost's signature lineup of contributors Mellissa Kimberley Become a fan Mother, Artisan, Lifelong Learner Email B.C. Teachers' Strike 2014: At What Cost? Posted: 09/17/2014 6:15 pm EDT Updated: 09/17/2014 6:59 pm EDT David Sacks via Getty Images Share Tweet Email Comment tumblr reddit Here we are, waiting with bated breath while the B.C. Teachers' Federation seeks to ratify the settlement reached just about 24 hours ago. And I am wholly unprepared for what is to come. Normally, I eagerly await the beginning of school, buying school supplies (I always pick up a few office supplies for myself, because a compulsive list-maker needs notepads), finding a new outfit for each child, and spending time sorting out snacks, re-setting sleep schedules and returning our home to an oasis of relative calm from the usual summer chaos. But not this year. Instead, I purchased the barest minimum of school supplies to get my kids started off for the year, and I am left wondering when precisely that will be. Friday? Monday? Sometime around the 23rd? I haven't bought any new clothes, because whatever money we have has to last us until Hubby's next paycheque comes in, whenever that is. Back-to-school shopping was replaced with food stockpiling; my daughter needs a new bike, but we needed to make sure we could pay rent and utilities to keep a roof over our heads in the face of being virtually penniless by Sept. 15th. Why do I sound so alarmist? It's simple: I am the wife of a B.C. public school teacher. We are still working to re-pay 11 years of student loans for my husband's three degrees. I carry the remainder of the collective debt I shouldered in my divorce eight years ago. There is no nest egg, no rainy day fund. We live simply. We don't have cable; we eschewed a landline to reduce our phone expenses; and we don't go to the movies unless it's at the second-run theatre, and even then, only on cheap Tuesday. Our kids have handheld devices thanks to the largesse of grandparents, when they upgraded their own phones. Our home is filled with second-hand furniture and electronics, and our big expenditure this year was a $70 splash pool so that we wouldn't be paying out of pocket to take the kids to the rec centre. We buy our gas and dairy south of the line, because that's how we can afford gas and dairy. We cancelled the kids' martial arts lessons, and they have not been replaced with other activities. My daughter would dearly love to take piano lessons, but I just can't justify the expense right now. 'Real life comes first' We have had to significantly curtail our activities in a hobby group that serves as a stress release for us for the past several years. The unofficial motto of our group is "Real life comes first," and we have really put that to the test this year, forgoing events and delegating responsibilities because it just wasn't financially responsible to go. We are careful with our money. I have a calendar where I write down every bill, every due date, every time money comes into our house. I painstakingly monitor when each gets paid to ensure that we are never at risk of having our power cut off, or of getting an angry call from the landlord. These past three months have been an exercise in spinning plates, deciding what bills must be paid now and which can sit for a month; making those excruciatingly embarrassing phone calls to utility companies to ask for extensions, explaining our circumstances and hoping for an understanding and lenient person on the other end of the phone. I can't help but shake my head, because shouldn't teachers with their professional training be able to make ends meet better than this? We have four children. The oldest is 12 and will enter middle school this year; the youngest has just turned four and is at home for another year. The agreement we made was that while the kids were small, one of us would be at home with them. My husband's earning potential is higher, so it was a no-brainer. Even so, this summer, I have secured some very part-time work, and I am earning some money doing commission crafts. I have also made a preliminary inquiry about a job that would give more hours, and hopefully, keep the wolves from the door for long enough to see a resolution to the dispute. My husband would have sought out another job in the interim, but no employer in his right mind would hire someone who would leave as soon as the labour dispute ended. The full gamut of emotions I've seen my husband run the full gamut of emotions during this whole thing. Many days, I've seen him bring home a bag weighed down to the breaking point with marking. I have watched him formulate letters to parents, and I have watched him organize strike shifts; I have seen his face light up when reading a student's essay, and I have seen him despair in the face of the government's contempt for his profession. It breaks my heart to see that a government that is supposed to be representative of the people of B.C. would expend so much energy and taxpayer dollars vilifying the very people who educate our children and bring forth generation after generation of critical thinkers, decision makers, artists, athletes, and public servants. To watch as they seek to dismantle one of the best education systems in the world in order to churn out worker drones for their pet projects. The spin doctors did their job well for the government, because I lost count of the times I heard or saw someone spout off about how much money teachers make, complain about how much time off teachers get, or how greedy teachers are for asking for a raise that amounts to less than the cost of living. Financial remuneration was just a small part of the negotiations; this went far deeper than simply how much to pay teachers. This struck at the core of what we stand for as a democratic society. I have lost all faith in the provincial government. I have no belief that they have any interest whatsoever in preserving a strong public education system, or with truly working with education professionals to facilitate that. What I saw was my children being denied their right to an education while the BC Liberals tried to either starve out teachers, or wait out the appeal of Justice Susan Griffin's decision next month. How long will it be before the next public employees' union is in the cross hairs of the BC Liberal machine? How long will they be on the picket line to protect their constitutional rights? How many others will come out to lend support, to stand with them in solidarity? How long must we all suffer at the hands of people who have no thought for the people they purport to serve? ALSO ON HUFFPOST: Close  B.C. Teachers' Strike 2014 of   Coquitlam teachers get information before voting on a contract deal with the province on Sept. 18, 2014. Coquitlam teachers gather to vote on the contract deal with the province on Sept. 18, 2014. Teachers celebrate news of a tentative deal in their contract dispute with the province on Sept. 16, 2014. Jim Iker, president of the B.C. Teachers' Federation, recommended members ratify the tentative deal at a news conference in Vancouver on Sept. 16, 2014. Premier Christy Clark beamed and patted Education Minister Peter Fassbender on the back as she thanked students and parents for their patience at a news conference on Sept. 16, 2014. A teacher holds a sign referring to mediator Vince Ready. Teachers in Kelowna were all smiles on Sept. 16, 2014 as they welcomed news a tentative deal was reached between their union and the province. The bargaining team and table officers of the B.C. Teachers' Federation at the Delta Hotel where a tentative deal was reached on Sept. 16, 2014. Parents rallied and marched in downtown Vancouver on Sept. 14, 2014 to support striking public teachers. Striking teachers bundle up in Fort Nelson on Sept. 12, 2014. Click here for full coverage of the contract dispute. A rally in Kamloops on Sept. 8, 2014. Executives of the B.C. Teachers' Federation thank other unions for their support. A rally in Abbotsford on Sept. 5, 2014. Hundreds rallied at Vancouver's Canada Place on Sept. 5, 2014. McGee Secondary School classrooms in Vancouver sit empty on Sept. 5, 2014 during what was supposed to be the first week of school. A reporter tries to ask a question as B.C. Premier Christy Clark and Education Minister Peter Fassbender talk about the ongoing teachers' dispute at a news conference in Vancouver on Sept. 3, 2014. B.C. Premier Christy Clark and Education Minister Peter Fassbender leave a news conference after talking about the ongoing teachers' dispute in Vancouver on Sept.3, 2014. B.C students who are missing public school because of the teachers' strike rallied in front of the Vancouver Art Gallery on Sept. 2, 2014 against the job action. Emma Jackson, 14, entering Grade 10 at Windermere Secondary School, holds a sign with purposely misspelled words. Cleo Petric-Neighbour, left, and her friend Milan Gill, both six years old and entering Grade 1 at Lord Roberts Elementary School hold signs at the Vancouver rally. Ray Stewart, a teacher from Keating Elementary Saanich School district, joins parents, teachers and politicians rallying for B.C. education dubbed "Christy's Class" during a teach-in on the B.C. Legislature lawn in Victoria, B.C., Sept. 2, 2014 during what should be the first day of classes across the province. Kids draw chalk outlines as they join with their parents, teachers and politicians rally on the B.C. Legislature lawn in Victoria, B.C., September 2, 2014 during what should be the first day of classes across the province. Teachers walk the picket line outside the Britannia Secondary and Elementary Schools in Vancouver on Tuesday, Sept. 2, 2014. Teachers man the picket line outside the Britannia Secondary and Elementary Schools in Vancouver, B.C. Tuesday, Sept. 2, 2014. B.C. Teachers' Federation (BCTF) President Jim Iker speaks to the media regarding the ongoing teachers strike outside the Britannia Secondary and Elementary Schools in Vancouver on Tuesday, Sept. 2, 2014. Terri Scott, a sub-local president in Stewart, B.C., gets an unexpected picket line visitor on Aug. 29, 2014. B.C. Education Minister Peter Fassbender speaks about the teachers' strike and confirms classes at public school will not begin as scheduled, during a news conference in Vancouver, B.C., on Sunday Aug. 31, 2014. Mediator Vince Ready arrives at exploratory talks in the B.C. teachers' dispute on Aug. 28, 2014. After two days, he walked away from the meetings, saying the two sides were still too far apart for mediation to begin. B.C. Teachers' Federation president Jim Iker listens to a reporter's question in Victoria, B.C. on Aug. 27, 2014 after a meeting with all sides in the teachers' contract dispute at the legislature in Victoria. Education Minister Peter Fassbender speaks to media in Victoria, B.C., Aug. 27, 2014. A face-to-face meeting between all sides in the strike by public school teachers was held at the legislature in Victoria. Click here for full coverage of the contract dispute. B.C. senior government negotiator Peter Cameron speaks to media in Victoria, B.C. on Aug. 27, 2014 after a meeting with all sides in the teachers' contract dispute at the legislature in Victoria. Teachers rally in Kamloops where their union was holding its summer meeting on Aug. 24, 2014. Teachers gather in Campbell River on Aug. 8, 2014. Pickets have been held every Wednesday in Vernon. The Creston Valley Teachers' Association have been picketing in August. Saanich teachers were out raising support for their cause in early August. Rally in Vanderhoof. Rally in Vanderhoof. Rally in Vanderhoof. Teachers hold signs in Fort Nelson. A picket line in Kamloops-Thompson on Aug. 7, 2014. Teachers picket in front of Conrad Elementary School in Prince Rupert on Aug. 5, 2014. Teachers picket in Creston, B.C. on July 29, 2014. Gwen Floyd, centre, and her sons Quinlan Floyd, 5, dressed as Batman and Aidan Floyd, 9, dressed as a police officer, walk the picket line with teachers Brigitte Boily, left, Matthew McBride and Olivier Salvas, far right, outside L'Ecole Bilingue Elementary School on the first day of a full-scale walkout by B.C. public school teachers in Vancouver on June 17, 2014. Dressed as a police officer Aidan Floyd, 9, left, and his brother Quinlan Floyd, 5, dressed as Batman, walk with striking teachers and their mom, Gwen Floyd outside L'Ecole Bilingue Elementary School on the first day of a full-scale walkout by B.C. public school teachers in Vancouver on June 17, 2014. From left to right, Caroline Lichimo, a Grade 1 teacher, Lyse Cote, a teacher librarian, and Ginaya Peters, who teaches French immersion to special needs students, talk while sitting on the picket line outside Lord Tennyson Elementary School on the first day of a full-scale walkout by B.C. public school teachers in Vancouver on June 17, 2014. B.C. Education Minister Peter Fassbender walks to meet reporters in Vancouver on the first day of a full-scale walkout by B.C. public school teachers. B.C. Education Minister Peter Fassbender speaks about the status of bargaining with the teachers' union on June 17, 2014. Hundreds of B.C. teachers, parents and other union supporters rallied on the lawn of the B.C. legislature on June 16, 2014 in Victoria to protest against Premier Christy Clark and the government's latest contract offer. Click here for stories on the contract dispute. B.C. Teachers' Federation head Jim Iker speaks to media on the first day of the union's full-scale walkout on June 17, 2014. Teachers walk the picket line in Fort Nelson, B.C. on the first day of the full-scale strike on June 17, 2014. Teachers walk the picket line in Fort Nelson, B.C. on June 17, 2014. Teachers walk the picket line in Burnaby, B.C. on June 17, 2014. Teachers walk the picket line in Burnaby, B.C. on June 17, 2014. A rally in support of the BCTF was held in Victoria on June 16. A rally in support of the BCTF was held in Victoria on June 16. Hundreds of teachers rally at Bill Copeland Arena in Burnaby on June 16, 2014. Hundreds of teachers rally in Burnaby on June 16, 2014. Hundreds of teachers rally in Burnaby on June 16, 2014. Hundreds of teachers rally in Burnaby on June 16, 2014. Hundreds of teachers rally in Burnaby on June 16, 2014. Hundreds of teachers rally in Burnaby on June 16, 2014. Hundreds of teachers rally in Burnaby on June 16, 2014. Students use protest signs referencing the "Harry Potter" franchise and B.C. Education Minister Peter Fassbender. A crowd rallies in front of the Vancouver office of the B.C. Public School Employers' Association on June 10, 2014. A crowd rallies in front of the Vancouver office of the B.C. Public School Employers' Association on June 10, 2014. A crowd rallies in front of the Vancouver office of the B.C. Public School Employers' Association on June 10, 2014. A crowd rallies in front of the Vancouver office of the B.C. Public School Employers' Association on June 10, 2014. A crowd rallies in front of the Vancouver office of the B.C. Public School Employers' Association on June 10, 2014. A crowd rallies in front of the Vancouver office of the B.C. Public School Employers' Association on June 10, 2014. A crowd rallies in front of the Vancouver office of the B.C. Public School Employers' Association on June 10, 2014. NDP MLA Adrian Dix addresses the crowd at a rally in front of the Vancouver office of the B.C. Public School Employers' Association on June 10, 2014. A record turnout of teachers voted on escalating job action to a full-scale strike on June 9/10, 2014. A record turnout of teachers voted on escalating job action to a full-scale strike on June 9/10, 2014. A crowd rallies in Victoria on June 10, 2014. Teachers in Vancouver eat their lunch on the street because they're locked out during their midday break. Hundreds attend a rally in Surrey, B.C. on June 7, 2014 to support teachers in their contract dispute with the province. Hundreds attend a rally in Surrey, B.C. on June 7, 2014 to support teachers in their contract dispute with the province. Hundreds attend a rally in Surrey, B.C. on June 7, 2014 to support teachers in their contract dispute with the province. Hundreds attend a rally in Surrey, B.C. on June 7, 2014 to support teachers in their contract dispute with the province. Hundreds attend a rally in Surrey, B.C. on June 7, 2014 to support teachers in their contract dispute with the province. Hundreds attend a rally in Surrey, B.C. on June 7, 2014 to support teachers in their contract dispute with the province. Hundreds attend a rally in Surrey, B.C. on June 7, 2014 to support teachers in their contract dispute with the province. Hundreds attend a rally in Surrey, B.C. on June 7, 2014 to support teachers in their contract dispute with the province. Hundreds attend a rally in Surrey, B.C. on June 7, 2014 to support teachers in their contract dispute with the province. Hundreds attend a rally in Surrey, B.C. on June 7, 2014 to support teachers in their contract dispute with the province. Parents support teachers on the picket line in Summerland on June 6, 2014. Teachers take a stand in Pemberton on June 6, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Students show their support for B.C. teachers on the steps of the Vancouver Art Gallery. Students at John Oliver Secondary School in Vancouver walked out of class on June 4, 2014 to protest being put in the middle of the contract dispute between teachers and the province. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Students at John Oliver Secondary School in Vancouver walked out of class on June 4, 2014 to protest being put in the middle of the contract dispute between teachers and the province. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Students in Campbell River walked out of class on June 4, 2014 to protest being put in the middle of the contract dispute between teachers and the province. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers rally in Comox, B.C. on June 3, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Members from the BCTF francophonie local picket outside Ecole Au Coeur De L'ile in Comox. Members of the B.C. Federation of Labour and Canadian Labour Congress gather to support teachers outside Cambie Secondary School in Richmond, B.C. on June 2, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Members of CUPE join teachers on the picket line at Mitchell Elementary in Richmond, B.C. on June 2, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Union leaders speak to media on June 2, 2014 in Richmond, B.C. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers picket in West Kelowna on June 2, 2014. B.C. Teachers' Federal president Jim Iker speaks to teachers outside Princess Margaret School in Surrey on May 29, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Striking outside the Invergarry Adult Education Centre in Surrey, B.C. on May 29, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. B.C. Teachers' Federal president Jim Iker speaks to teachers outside Invergarry Adult Education Centre in Surrey on May 29, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers wave to supporters outside Valleyview Secondary School in Kamloops on May 28, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers picket in Kamloops on May 28, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. A student shows support for teachers in Kamloops on May 28, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. A teacher pickets on horseback in 150 Mile House on May 27, 2014. A sign posted on a classroom door at Vancouver Technical Secondary School. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers rally during rush hour in Kelowna on May 27, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Kelowna teachers wore pink and rallied from the city's overpasses on May 27, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. A sign of support for B.C. teachers from a house in Kelowna. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers in Richmond pass time on the 3:30 a.m. shift on the picket line on May 27, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Students and parents left a message for teachers in Richmond on May 27, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. On the picket line with an effigy of B.C. Premier Christy Clark at Kitsilano Secondary School on May 26, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. A student from City School speaks to a teacher on the picket line in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. On the picket line at Kitsilano Secondary School on May 26, 2014. Click here for more on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. A teacher on strike at Britannia Secondary School in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Click here for more on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers stand under the sign for Templeton High School in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Click here for more on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers on strike speak to a supporter outside Templeton Secondary School in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Ryan Tanabe, left, a teacher, and his father Rod Tanabe, a counsellor teacher at Killarney Secondary School, walk the picket line outside the school in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Click here for more on the B.C. teachers contract dispute. Teachers in the central Okanagan were part of rotating strikes on May 27, 2014. These are educators from Constable Neil Bruce Middle School in West Kelowna. Supporters of B.C. teachers rally in the Sooke School District. Surrey teachers pose with their growing pile of marking during the first day of rotating strikes. Teachers picket in New Westminster on May 26, the first day of rotating strikes in a contract dispute with the province. Grade 12 Eric Hamber Secondary student Sarah Bercic wears a T-shirt supporting B.C. teachers. Teachers picket in Penticton on May 26, the first day of rotating strikes in a contract dispute with the province. Anya Prokopeva, 8, a Grade 3 student in New Westminister, and her mom Julie Prokopeva, right, a member of the support staff at Killarney Secondary School, pass by striking teachers as they leave after walking the picket line outside the school in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Anya Prokopeva, 8, a Grade 3 student in New Westminister, uses a strike sign for shade rests as her mom Julie Prokopeva, a member of the support staff at Killarney Secondary School, walks a picket line outside the school in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. One of the earliest picket lines on the first day of the teachers' walkout was in Golden, B.C., which is in the Mountain time zone. Jim Iker, president of the B.C. Teachers' Federation, speaks to reporters on May 26, the first day of rotating strikes, at Vancouver's Charles Dickens Elementary. Jim Iker, president of the B.C. Teachers' Federation, speaks to reporters on May 26, the first day of rotating strikes, at Vancouver's Charles Dickens Elementary. Jim Iker, president of the B.C. Teachers' Federation, speaks to reporters on May 26, the first day of rotating strikes, at Vancouver's Charles Dickens Elementary. Striking teachers man a picket line outside Killarney Secondary School in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Public school teachers across British Columbia started rotating strikes Monday, a move that will put more than half a million students out of class for one day each this week. B.C. NDP Leader John Horgan poses with teachers in the Sooke School District. A rally in Coquitlam on May 25. Premier Christy Clark's face is seen on anti-bullying T-shirts at a rally in Coquitlam. Surrey teachers at Johnston Heights Secondary rally on May 23, 2014.  Share  Tweet  ✖ Advertisement Share this ✖ close Current Slide More: Cost of Bc Teachers Strike Bc School Strike Bc Teachers Strike Update BC Politics Bc School Strike 2014 Bc Teacher Strike Bc Teachers Strike Parents BC Teachers Strike Bc Teacher Strike 2014 B.C. Teachers Strike 2014 Bc Education BC Teachers Teachers Strike Bc 2014 Teacher Strike Bc Teachers Strike BC   Click here to view Conversations Conversations Most Popular B.C. Teen Killed By Train Was Wearing Headphones, Texting: RCMP Facebook Anthem Singer's Fall Is Lesson In Showmanship YouTube Pastafarian Loses B.C. Driver's Licence Over Holy Colander YouTube LOOK: Stunning Scenes By B.C.'s October Photographer David Chang Photography Elderly Asian Women Attacked In Vancouver Nastco via Getty Images Lawyers Of Convicted Surrey Six Gangsters Want Mistrial Darryl Dyck/CP LOOK: Old Vancouver Bank's New Life Jason Statler When It Comes to Jumbo Glacier Resort, All Questions Lead Back To Powerful Minister Caillum Smith | Flickr This Derelict Van 'Home' Costs $550/Month To Rent In B.C. Bill Everitt Petronas Threatens To Delay B.C. LNG Project By A Decade MyLoupe/UIG via Getty Images Aldergrove School Playground Condemned North Otter Elementary Facebook 45 Signs You're A Vancouver Canucks Fan Getty Images Intruder Dies After Being Caught By Homeowner, Neighbour Shutterstock / sculpies Recognize This Photo? Here's The Story Behind It Claude P. Dettloff/CP/National Archives of Canada Vancouver Mom Who Killed Her 2 Babies Sentenced CityTV YouTube Stanley Park Pedestrian Dies After Crash With Cyclist Getty Premier Denies Downplaying B.C. LNG Expectations Jonathan Hayward/CP Vancouver Mayor Focuses On Pipelines For Re-Election Campaign Vision Vancouver Facebook Vancouver Is The Reason Alyssa Milano Quit TV Show Paul Archuleta via Getty Images City Of Vancouver Taking Arbutus Corridor Fight To Court Darryl Dyck/The Canadian Press FOLLOW HUFFPOST Email Email Address Options HuffPost Daily Brief British Columbia Get top stories and blog posts emailed to me each day.. Facebook HuffPost British Columbia Twitter HuffPost Follow British Columbia Follow Google Plus HuffPost British Columbia RSS The Huffington Post British Columbia All RSS / Feeds Phone Available on the App Store Android App on Google Play Get it at Blackberry App World Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search advertise log in make HuffPost your home page RSS careers FAQ user agreement privacy policy comment policy about us about our ads contact us Copyright ©2014 TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. "The Huffington Post" is a registered trademark of TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. All rights reserved. Part of HPMG News Use this form to alert a HuffPost editor about a factual or typographical error in this story. Notify message * Required * * * What kind of error is this? Choose an option Factual or typographical Comment moderation problem Rights and permissions Other * What is the correction? 0 count Describe the error here (1,000 character limit) * Type the words below so we know you are not a cyborg Sign me up for The Huffington Post's Daily Brief Thank you!)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=21913&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 23, Number 4, Jan./Feb. 2011   Readers write  Converted Wow! You have out done yourselves in the last issue (Volume 23, Number 3) of Teacher. Frankly, I usually find Teacher to be filled with left-wing, pro-NDP propaganda, that I find it difficult to relate to. As a result, I usually give Teacher a cursory overview and then toss it aside. Not this month! This time, I found several articles to be thought-provoking—Is it anti-semitic to criticize Israel, Is the iPad right for education, Metadata: There’s more to that essay you’re marking than just words, and Education, and the Empire of Illusion. While I may not have agreed entirely with the content of each article, at least each one got me thinking. If you keep up presenting such articles as these, I may revert to reading Teacher through from cover to cover. Ernie Bate, Abbotsford  21st century: Here we go again Reading Emily O’Neill’s article on the ministry’s 21st century agenda, immediately uncovered old nightmares of the Year 2000 Program and the thousands of dollars in materials and teacher-hours squandered in its failed implementation. O’Neill is right-on when she writes, “There is a disconnect between the vision that the ministry is putting forward and what is actually happening on the ground—where pervasive underfunding, fewer electives, larger classes, a lack of teacher autonomy, the constrictions of the accountability agenda, and the realities of child poverty all would seem to conspire to hamstring the ministry’s proposals.” Will the ministry abandon its so-called ‘accountability’ and support the inherent creativity of hands-on teaching methodology rather than teaching to provincial tests based mainly on cramming textbook material? Of course, teachers know that hands-on class activity requires smaller class sizes. When will the ministry provide adequate funding for reducing class size and improving staffing for special needs and class composition (not to mention the forced closure of schools)? Until these structural ministry-mandated deficits are addressed, hands-on programs will remain largely unachievable. Ken Abramson, Burnaby (retired)  The catch in open boundaries Allowing students to attend schools outside their catchment area causes widespread damage. Lately there has been thorough coverage of the shifting school population causing funding, capacity, and quality problems for schools. There are additional severe consequences that appear not to have been considered. There has been little mention of the resulting car usage contributing to clogged streets, pollution, depletion of resources, and the sheer physical danger of all these cars milling around schools. There has been even less mention of the long-term effects of children being delivered to schools like courier packages. Getting to school on time fosters self-reliance and discipline. Kids are growing up convinced our society can’t function unless we drive all the time. They don’t get a chance to play with each other before school or walk home with each other. After-school activities become scheduling problems for parents and involve even more driving. Our urban culture suffers greatly from lack of community spirit. An essential ingredient of community is activities associated with schools. You interact less with your neighbours if your children don’t attend the local school. The children themselves end up not associating with the kids they go to school with because they live all over the place. Similarly, they also don’t know the kids in their own neighbourhood. What good is it if your child learns French but lacks self-reliance and inherits a degraded community and environment? To what exent should kids be prepared for a global economy at the expense of local alienation? Inadvertently or deliberately, the overall consequence is to further a class society. It is simply not right to allow a situation where some schools thrive at the expense of others. For something associated with learning institutions, dropping catchment-area restrictions seems remarkably unwise. They should be reinstated. We’re told parents find ways to evade catchment area boundaries. Well, we have rules for the common good, and there are always measures to deal with those who put counter-productive and selfish interests first. Steve Grant, Vancouver  Buy sunscreen Regarding “Living safely with electromagnetic radiation” (Teacher, Nov./Dec. 2010): Despite several complaints about the lack of adherence to good science and citations in the September issue of Teacher, the newsmagazine has once again blundered and allowed an anti-science journalist (Jim Waugh) with an agenda to publish Living safely with electromagnetic radiation, effectively allowing him a venue to sell his book (by the same title) and corresponding misinformation. No one is asking for a scientific dissertation, but I am disheartened at the lack of editorial prudence in this regard. The author failed to describe, in what would amount to nothing less than 100 words, how exactly non-ionizing radiation affects our bodies. Fear is at the heart of the article, not any useful, science-based information. All I received from this is how the author thinks the government ignores “evidence” by “big money” and how we should all be stricken with deathly fear. Does his website contain any more useful information? No. More baseless fear. Still worried about radiation after this article? Save some money and buy sunscreen. Best bang for your buck. Marian Minar, Port Hardy  Article welcomed As someone who has faced some criticism myself for some of the issues and opinions I have presented personally, or in BCTF publications, I want to tell you how much I appreciate your courageous decision to publish the recent article by Bob Rosen on the topic of anti-semitism. While I know that many feel strongly (with a diversity of opinions) on this topic, I also know that as teachers we encourage people to use their words, and participate in discussion. Teacher is precisely a place where this exchange can and does take place. Our representative bodies have discussed many controversial topics in the years I have been a teacher, and regardless of my point of view on any particular issue, I have been proud that we have consistently stood for open discussion. In 2010, there are very few organizations that dare to take the time and energy required to do this. The topic of Rosen’s article is one where many people (including a number of MPs ironically) are encouraging all Canadians to essentially be quiet, and “mind our own affairs.” Well the issue of fair and equal treatment for all, and the use of discussion over violence will always be our business as teachers. I look forward to a healthy exchange of opinions on many of the important topics of public interest (especially those of peace and social justice) in the pages of Teacher in the months and years to come. This will, however, not happen if the average teacher can be brow beaten into silence and the people who publish can be made to run and hide. By printing this letter, you did not take a point of view for the Federation. You invited debate and discussion. Thank you for having the courage to do your job on behalf of all teachers. I am yet again proud to be a member of the BCTF. Bill Hood, Vancouver  A multifaceted situation It was with great concern and dismay that we read Bob Rosen’s “Is it Anti-Semitic to Criticize Israel?” in the Nov./Dec. 2010 edition of Teacher. His article, which supports the idea of implementing ‘a curriculum unit that allows a fair and comprehensive all-sided discussion of the Israel/Palestine issue’ then goes on to attack Israel, Jews, and anyone who supports them. This is deeply worrying to us as educators that the BCTF would choose to print such an openly biased article, with no evidence or sources to back up his claims. Rosen appears to use the cover of developing new curriculum as a platform to present personal views, rife with factual errors, on this sensitive and multifaceted situation. The rest of his article has nothing to do with education in Canada or the Middle East. Is Teacher newsmagazine not supposed to be a forum to discuss educational issues? Let us please stick to what our area of expertise is supposed to be—children, education and British Columbia’s public school system. BCTF members can take political stances on their own time and with their own resources. Ginaya Peters,Tracy Adno, Joanne Cox, Anita J Goddard, Charlene Goldstein, Lori Grad, Shelley Green, Yvonne Green, Kathryn Krausz, Judy Rother, Myrna Shefrin, Erica Trister, Vancouver; Jeanna Gavsie, Richmond  Retired…or not In the Nov./Dec. Teacher, we incorrectly reported that Dina Willis, Surrey, had retired and we missed reporting recent retirees Barbara Stepney, Vancouver and Elizabeth Randall, Mackenzie.  )
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7736,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 4, January/February 2005 Wright got it wrong by Ken Novakowski Don Wright, the government appointed one-person commission reviewing teacher bargaining structures, spent the better part of a year doing that review, and in the end, he got it wrong. Why? Wright had two options with respect to his recommendations. He could see collective bargaining as a process in which a level playing field is essential to successful outcomes, a process in which parties (the employer and employees) come to a table as equals and can resolve differences because they are equals. Or he could view collective bargaining as a process in which one party comes to the table (government, which ultimately makes all the rules anyway) and maintains its control over bargaining outcomes, one way or another. Unfortunately Wright chose the latter. In doing so, he ignored over 30 years of teacher-collective-bargaining history and committed the next generation of teachers to a potentially career-long struggle for equality and fairness at the bargaining table. Two fundamental rights of employees are integral to a full, free collective bargaining system: the right to negotiate all terms and conditions of employment and the right to withdraw services in order to resolve a dispute at the bargaining table. The current government took both rights away from teachers, and Wright chose to accept the "new order" as a given in his recommendations. In doing so, he ignored the rulings of the International Labour Organization of the United Nations against the Liberal government’s legislation limiting the teachers’ right to strike, and he re-established a framework for resolving teacher working conditions that existed over 15 years ago in pre-collective-bargaining days. We used to call that system collective begging, and for good reason. History has shown us that teachers will not live with a bargaining system such as the one proposed by Don Wright. Beginning in the 1960s and into the 1970s, teachers, through the B.C. Teachers’ Federation, engaged in campaign after campaign to reduce class sizes and to improve teachers’ working conditions and students’ learning conditions. But no amount of policy discussion with school boards or brief submissions to government got results that would provide teachers a significant say in determining their working conditions. It took collective action by teachers to achieve that. In 1967, following a BCTF commission on intolerable learning conditions, the Federation launched an under-40 campaign, declaring that any teacher with 40 or more pupils in her or his class would get full financial and legal support from the Federation if she or he refused to teach the class. That action took matters a step forward, but an even more significant event leading to reduced class sizes happened seven years later. On February 15, 1974, Surrey teachers walked off the job and travelled to Victoria to protest large class sizes and demand increased provincial resources for public schools. It was a spontaneous act decided at a well-attended general meeting the day before and overwhelmingly supported by the members of the Surrey Teachers’ Association. That action was the stimulus for an agreement between the BCTF and the Dave Barrett NDP government of the day to implement a staged class-size reduction over a number of years. The agreement committed government to provide additional funding to reduce the pupil/teacher ratio (PTR) and class sizes, resulting in the hiring of thousands of teachers. In 1972–73, the PTR was 22.68, and by 1981–82, it had dropped to 16.70. The collective and united action of teachers had brought results. But those results had not been enshrined in a collective agreement, and the restraint period that began in 1982–83 brought about funding cutbacks that increased class sizes and reduced the number of teachers. Up to that time, we had never had to deal with teacher reductions; the public school system was always growing, and the demand for teachers was high. Because we did not have the right to bargain all matters related to our employment, we had no seniority provisions, no means of determining a fair layoff procedure. And when the government introduced a package of 26 bills into the legislature on July 7, 1983, attacking labour, civil, and human rights on a broad front, the BCTF responded by helping to organize Operation Solidarity, a common front of trade unions. As part of a wider labour action, teachers across B.C. withdrew their services for three days in November 1983 trying to get the government of the day to back off from its legislative assault and, in the case of teachers, to provide us the legal basis for negotiating seniority and layoff procedures in our agreements with school boards. From that point forward. B.C. teachers saw the connection between bargaining and the right to strike. They realized that pressure on the employer or government to come to an agreement can be effective when we act collectively by withdrawing our services. The threat of withdrawal of services comes with the right to strike, whether or not the right is exercised. Without our right to strike, the employer need not take teachers seriously, and it usually doesn’t. The right to strike makes collective bargaining work. Our collective and united actions led to legislation four years later that gave teachers full bargaining rights: the right to bargain all terms and conditions of employment with the right to strike. When the current Liberal government legislated education as an "essential service" and made it illegal to negotiate class-size and composition into our collective agreement, it was setting the clock back a whole generation. Don Wright had the opportunity to recommend a system that would have given teachers some hope. Instead, he recommended a system that offers no solutions to the problems teachers raised in our discussions with him and, in fact, final offer arbitration proposes a system much worse than what we had before 1987. People in government and our partner groups constantly talk about the respect they have for teachers. I look forward to the day when "respect" will translate into a recognition of and support for some basic rights for teachers, starting with collective-bargaining rights. Don Wright could have led the way. By choosing not to, he makes it clear to teachers that if we want collective-bargaining rights, we will have to find other means to achieve them. Maybe the upcoming provincial election will give us an opportunity to begin to do that. Ken Novakowski is the BCTF’s executive director. The Wright Report: A summary What’s included? Two-tier bargaining with additional items for negotiation at the local level, e.g., leaves, discipline and dismissal for misconduct, evaluation, layoff and recall, post and fill. Policy discussions with government to deal with class size, class composition, and staffing levels. Final offer arbitration of unresolved items following a phased bargaining process. Creation of a single common provincial agreement by March 31, 2006. Alternate year expiry dates for local and provincial agreements. What’s not included? Right to negotiate all terms and conditions of employment, i.e., class size, class composition, staffing levels. Right to strike/lockout. More publicly accountable employer bargaining agent. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=14676,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 20, Number 3, November/December 2007 SFU Dean of Education addresses graduates Enlightened moral action is our highest calling... We are obliged to act."  Paul Shaker On October 3, 2007, SFU Education Dean Paul Shaker delivered the keynote address to the graduating class of the Professional Development Program. He spoke eloquently of the higher calling of teachersand how Sooke teacher Kathryn Sihota exemplified that calling when she refused to administer the DART test. What follows is an edited version of his remarks. A complete version can be found at: www.educ.sfu.ca. I come before you today to celebrate your accomplishments as an educator at the end of his career speaking to educators near the beginning of theirs. Here, in this convening of fellow teachers, I wish to invoke images and ideas that bind us together and strengthen us in our profession. I do so in order that we might do good work together for others. In counselling my children as they enter careers in society, I have urged them to give priority, not only to the nature of work in a field, but to the nature of the workers in that field. In other words, it matters little whether certain activities appeal to you if you are not compatible with those colleagues who populate your world of work. In this I feel most grateful: living my work life among teachers and other educators has been inspirational to me. This personal satisfaction can be largely explained by the fact that I think of educators as a ...unique tribe within the larger nation. My hope is that we stand for something at variance from the norms of todays society, something emergent and of special value that is helping create a more realized world for tomorrow. We are not solely needed for our ability to teach in classrooms and convey formal instruction. There is a larger, indirect, and as vital a role for us as examples of this other, hopefully better, way of life in our postmodern world. I think of our minority status each time I hear our work described in economic terms. When I hear the purpose of schools and teaching defined as providing workers and sustaining competitiveness, I feel wonder at how our calling can be so misunderstood and undervalued. It is as if we said to our political leaders that their role was only to pick up trash and remove snow, and on these grounds alone would we evaluate them and rank them with our votes. I believe we have a much higher aspiration for our students than the voices of the marketplace ascribe to us. Jonathan Kozol, perhaps the most poetic of contemporary writers on teaching, has commented on this theme in his new booka book for youLetters to a Young Teacher. "But teachers, and especially the teachers of young children, are not servants of the global corporations or drill sergeants for the state and should never be compelled to view themselves that way. I think that they have a higher destiny than that. The best of teachers are not merely the technicians of proficiency; they are also ministers of innocence, practitioners of tender expectations. [They] believe that every child who has been entrusted to their care comes into their classroom with inherent value to begin with." At times and places throughout history that mission of education has been labelled a religious one, in service to a god or gods, or it has been called a civic one, preparing citizens for the polis, the kingdom, the nation/state, and it has been designated in economic terms, as we so often hear today. This reflects a tone deafness in much of the contemporary discussion of education in our societya deafness to our humanity. This underestimation of formal teaching and learning is more astonishing because it occurs in a world so affected by non-material motives. The yearning underlying humanitys wars in Africa, the Middle East, and elsewhere derives from issues deeper than careers and material abundance. We observe our Western democratic societies shaken by a rage that is entirely non-economic. In the face of these events, amateur observers of education direct us toward the viability of our students as cogs in the economy and they seek to box us in to this pursuit by "accountability measures" that trivialize, deracinate, misdirect, and undermine our work. Originally, it seemed heuristic to employ business metaphors in schools and universities. Open to new associations and understandings, we entertained thinking of students as "customers" and evaluation as "accountability." But as time has gone by, the new symbols have for many, consumed and distorted educations original pursuit. I urge you to restore in your careers, the language of teaching to education and leave the marketplace terms in their rightful context. Enlightened moral action is our highest calling as humans, and formal education aspires to inform our understanding of ethics while arousing in us the strength to act on our best judgment. The news this fall has been replete with the story of Kathryn Sihota, who exemplified these standards by engaging in an act of professional conscience and civil disobedience when she refused to administer a designated reading test to her third graders. You should remember that you entered the profession at the moment when this courageous teacher was taking her principled stand. Let her character, conviction, and willingness to act be an inspiration to you. ...Essential to societies we consider "free" is the right and responsibility to engage in civil disobedience, that is, to follow the dictates of our conscience in non-violent ways when we are so called upon. When our conscience is stirred professionally, however, we are called to yet a higher standard. We are obliged to act. Essential to the professional identity is the obligation to protect our students ...from psychological and educational vandalism against their spirits. And this is what Kathryn Sihota has sought to do. Throughout human history, teaching was seen as almost exclusively a conservational pursuit done in the name of transmitting existing knowledge and perpetuating societal values. Gradually, since the dawn of the modern era, along with the rise of science and rationalism, has come a new, progressive ideal for our profession. This is that education also must involve the reconstruction of experience and knowledge. That a co-equal goal of teaching, along with conveying the status quo, is to inspire inquiry, imagination, and vision. Educators who break the mould are often responding to this mission. Along with others in society they have imagined racial, disability, and gender equality when the laws did not. They have doubted orthodoxies about science and social science only to be told what fools they were. They have had a vision of a world without want and of peacekeepers and river-keepers in the face of anger and ridicule. This is the profession you enter on this autumn day. This is the profession to which I welcome you. As educators let us live up to the pledge of Desmond Tutu when he spoke on our campus and asserted that all people have value and that we must be in service to them all. I hope in retrospect that I have been a worthy member of the profession of education; and similarly I hope, as time goes by, that you will be so judged by your students, the community, and yourselves. Let a spirit of hope infuse your work. Draw forth all. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=25440,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > March 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 5, March 2012   BC Social Studies Teachers’ Association  By Greg Naumann   The British Columbia Social Studies Teachers’ Association (BCSSTA) has a primary objective to promote, support, and improve the teaching of social studies. Many members of the executive have expressed their interest in creating and maintaining collaborative and supportive networks for teachers that reach beyond the Lower Mainland. To help facilitate this, the BCSSTA promotes the use of technology as a way to collaborate and support teachers around the province. Some of these methods include a new website, Facebook and Twitter accounts, as well as an accessible newsletter. The new website allows teachers to be informed of social studies events, register for conferences, and join the association. New to the BCSSTA this year is an online resource community. Through this online resource center, social studies teachers have a place to collaborate, discuss, and share resources. Another way to keep in touch is via the BCSSTA Facebook and Twitter accounts. When a teacher signs up to be a member of the BCSSTA PSA they will be added to an exclusive mailing list that will give them current curriculum updates, professional development opportunities and access to our newsletter that provides informative and practical lesson plans, articles, and tips for both elementary and secondary classrooms. In addition to providing support through online networks, the BCSSTA is also involved in the annual New Teachers’ Conference where participants are encouraged to network to access a wealth of information available to them through resources and the knowledge of their colleagues. The BCSSTA is also exploring opportunities to hold mini-conferences for teachers in Northern, Central, Island, and Okanagan regions as another opportunity to collaborate and provide support. Being part of the BCSSTA’s PSA and online community also keeps members updated with special events such as our annual conference. This year is the 30th anniversary of the Charter of Rights and Freedoms and our conference will be centred around the theme “Rights and Responsibilities: Acting Locally, Thinking Globally.” The conference will feature LGen The Hon. Roméo Dallaire as the keynote speaker. The BCSSTA is committed to unite social studies teachers around the province. We plan to continue expanding our online community to better serve our colleagues by supporting collaborative and supportive networks for teachers throughout British Columbia. We encourage teachers to visit bcssta.wordpress.com to become a part of our provincial community.  Greg Neumann, vice-president, BCSSTA  Join a PSA!  The 2011-12 school year marks the 40th anniversary of PSA Council. Information here: bctf.ca/JoinAPSA   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=6894,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 7, May/June 2006 Readers write Prep time in semestered schools Semesters without preparation time should not exist. For three years, Alberni District Secondary School teachers have protested. This years’ protest was the biggest yet. Fifteen or sixteen teachers attended a board meeting to express concerns about workload and ask for a few more linear courses. Our appeal was denied. However, at the same time the workload of administrators was being lightened. There will be a third vice-principal at ADSS and an assistant for the human resources director. Last year in BC, there was an average of 12.1 teachers per administrator. In Alberni, there were 8.4 teachers per administrator. Across BC there are teachers with the equivalent of a seven-day work week. Thousands of public employees have a 35-hour week. There are teachers working 50% more than that. Brian Lavery Port Alberni I am the BCTF In the first year of my teaching career, disagreements and problems led to teacher job action in Manitoba. I had recently graduated from university and had received employment in a rural district north of Winnipeg. At this time graduates from education were issued an interim teaching certificate. The district superintendent would authorize a permanent teaching certificate if he felt the teacher had met expectations. Many young teachers were left hanging as superintendents extended the interim status at their will. Beginning teachers were expected to be totally involved in school curricular and extra-curricular activities. As well there was the expectation that community involvement was part of the duties. The first two years of my career were a blur as I was requested to belong to school and community programs. Many young teachers abandoned the profession. In all this mix and confusion, job action occurred and as a young teacher without a permanent certificate, in a district with declining enrolment, a difficult decision had to be made. I believed in my career and followed the guidelines of the Manitoba Teachers’ Society. Education gained through the turmoil and the Manitoba Teachers’ Society evolved as the guardian of educational issues and practices. An opportunity to teach in BC provided new and startling challenges. When it was announced at a local Manitoba teacher function that I was going to work in BC, fellow teacher’s applauded, for BC had the reputation of being the leader in the development of educational research and innovative changes. I arrived in Prince Rupert on New Years Eve and purchased an old home just in time to be introduced to Bill Bennett’s restraint program. Van Der Zalm was next with his circus of news hour educational ideas and changes. As with others, my teaching position was eliminated and I was unemployed with a mortgage and a student loan. Job actions and debates fueled the career path. The BCTF worked toward educational stability and new reforms opened the future. Matters such as class size and integration created equal opportunities for all young learners. Today there is a new threat that challenges the educational opportunities and availability of education to our students. Educators face the arrogant actions of a government concerned with it’s own agenda and willing to destroy the educational programs educators have sacrificed to create. Teachers are the advocates of children and the guardians of education. Teachers are the force that works for the educational rights of all learners. Teachers are the light for the future. Kenneth Wur Mount Arrowsmith Class-size limits at last This morning’s Vancouver Sun brings good news to the class-size front with surprisingly reasonable class-size limits being, for the first time, written into legislation. At last, the provincial government has got the message that no more than three kids with special needs should be placed in regular classrooms and that a maximum number of 30 kids in Grades 4–12 should be in place. This is a breakthrough, and avoids the class averages shenanigans that preceded this legislation in many school districts. Also, it appears that the delinquent boards will have to fess up and comply with the legislation as 15 of the 60 school boards ignored guidelines in the past. The minister, to her credit, recognized that with the three recalcitrant provincial "partners’’ at the round table, that no consensus was possible now or even emerging, so Victoria moved promptly to table this bill, which also removes, in large measure, some of the roadblocks to a provincial settlement with BCTF. And what is the matter with the provincial parents’ group and their out-to-lunch comments on this positive news? Don’t they recognize good news when they see it? This is definitely good news for the kids of this province and if the ancillary supports of adequate resources, both human and material, are put in place we will begin to see a return to an emphasis on quality instruction in the system. A further analysis of the implementation process awaits, but what is definitely heartening is the fact that classroom teachers will be consulted if numbers exceed the caps in the legislation. To all of the PACs, individual school boards, individual parents, organizations that support public education, and in particular the province’s classroom teachers who fought long and hard for improved teaching and learning conditions on the front lines last fall, take a well deserved bow. Well done folks—it was a long battle. Noel Herron Vancouver Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Touring a natural gas drilling rig with @MLA Mike Bernier, and Brian from EnCana http://t.co/AifdJ4H07b" @Teresa_Wat - 06:01pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "Gr8 event honoring Taiwan ROC w many friends @douglasbing @marvinhunt4bc @KerryLynneFindl @mhlchiu26 @prairiechinois http://t.co/85TUCQsbrI" @John_Yap - 05:40pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=30173&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2013 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 25, Number 7, May/June 2013     Teachers build a better world  By Marie-Claude Tremblay   Once again over 400 of our newest and future members from all over BC converged on the Radisson Hotel in Richmond for the annual BCTF Conference for New Teachers, New TTOCs, and Student-teachers at the beginning of March. Fifty facilitators, new teachers to retired, offered workshops over the next two days on a wide variety of subjects such as poverty and LBGTQ issues, employment insurance, health and safety, and collective agreements, enhancing critical thinking, assessment, mental health for teachers and students, working with Aboriginal youth, French immersion and FSL, and the list goes on. New friendships were made and old ones renewed. Ideas, stories, concerns and resources shared by all. From the feedback forms and the survey, everyone walked away with something to use Monday morning, be it a resource, lesson plan, technique or a new way of looking at teaching and students. See you next year! Marie-Claude Tremblay, co-ordinator, Conference for new teachers, new TTOCs, and student-teachers  Les enseignant(e) travaillent pour un monde meilleur Encore une fois, début mars, l’hôtel Radisson de Richmond fut envahi par nos plus jeunes membres. Pendant 2 jours, plus de 400 nouveaux enseignants, nouveaux suppléants et maîtres-stagiaires ont créé ou renouvelé des amitiés, partagé idées, ressources et adresses électroniques, discuté de la réalité dans leurs salles de classe, posé milles questions et ri des aventures de leurs élèves et de leurs collègues. Ils ont grandement apprécié la diversité des ateliers offerts dans les 2 langues et surtout le dévouement des facilitateurs. Des enseignants d’horizons divers : certains tout nouveau dans la profession, d’autres à la retraite, ont offert des ateliers sur la justice sociale, la santé et la sécurité , notre convention collective, l’évaluation, la pensée critique, la santé mentale des enseignants et de leurs étudiants, sur les façons de travailler avec les jeunes Autochtones, sans oublier les langues, les arts, les sciences, l’éducation physique et la gestion de classe. D’après les commentaires dans les évaluations, tout le monde est rentré à la maison, rapportant avec soi, une nouvelle ressource, leçon ou technique mais surtout un nouveau regard sur notre profession et nos élèves. À l’année prochaine. Marie-Claude Tremblay, Coordonnatrice, Conférence pour nouveaux enseignants, suppléants et maîtres-stagiaires Bureau des programmes et services en français   )
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/contacts.cfm?page=presidents&sort=1&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true,BCTF Contacts Home E-mail Lists Links A to Z Index Contact Us Help SITE SEARCH Quick Links BCTF formsBCTF NewsFrançaisLabour linksPensionsTeacher NewsmagazineTeaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Contact Us > Local Presidents Local Presidents and Contact Information Sorted by local name. Click here for sort by local number. *Sublocal       O: Office   OF: Office Fax Abbotsford District Teachers' Association (34) Doug Smuland 2570 Cyril Street Abbotsford, BC  V2S 2G2 O: 604-854-1946 OF: 604-850-5100 lp34@bctf.ca Alberni District Teachers' Union (701) Ken Zydyk 4913 Argyle Street Port Alberni, BC  V9Y 1V6 O: 250-724-5021 OF: 250-724-0442 lp701@bctf.ca Arrow Lakes Teachers' Association (10) Ric Bardati Box 422 New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0 O: 250-265-7062 OF: N/A lp10@bctf.ca Boundary District Teachers' Association (51) Norm Sabourin Box 634, 1815D Central Ave Grand Forks, BC  V0H 1H0 O: 250-442-3330 OF: N/A lp51@bctf.ca Bulkley Valley Teachers' Union (54) Ilona Weiss PO Box 2137, 3772 C 1st Ave Smithers, BC  V0J 2N0 O: 250-847-3127 OF: 250-847-3123 lp54@bctf.ca Burnaby Teachers' Association (41) Rae Figursky 115-3993 Henning Drive Burnaby, BC  V5C 6P7 O: 604 294-8141 OF: 604 294-9846 lp41@bctf.ca Burns Lake District Teachers' Union (55) Kathryn Warren Box 464 Burns Lake, BC  V0J 1E0 O: 250-692-7932 OF: 250-692-7597 lp55@bctf.ca Campbell River District Teachers' Association (72) Dave Harper 202-871 Island Hwy Campbell River, BC  V9W 2C2 O: 250-286-1663 OF: 250-286-1679 lp72@bctf.ca Cariboo-Chilcotin Teachers' Association (27) Murray Helmer 124D North 2nd Avenue Williams Lake, BC  V2G 1Z6 O: 250-398-7221 OF: 250-398-5913 lp27@bctf.ca Central Coast Teachers' Association (49) Marc Hedges Box 253 Hagensborg, BC  V0T 1H0 O: 250-982-2354 OF: 250-982-2354 lp49@bctf.ca Central Okanagan Teachers' Association (23) Susan Bauhart 210-1751 Harvey Avenue Kelowna, BC  V1Y 6G4 O: 250-860-3866 OF: 250-862-3024 lp23@bctf.ca Chetwynd Teachers' Association* (592) Leanne Robertson Box 2665 Chetwynd, BC  V0C 1J0 O: 250-788-2267 OF: 250-788-9729 lp592@bctf.ca Chilliwack Teachers' Association (33) Clint Johnston 203-45970 Airport Road Chilliwack, BC  V2P 1A2 O: 604-792-9233 OF: 604-792-9389 lp33@bctf.ca Comox District Teachers' Association (71) Nick Moore 491 4th Street Ste. C Courtenay, BC  V9N 1G9 O: 250-338-1461 OF: 250-338-1657 lp71@bctf.ca Coquitlam Teachers' Association (43) Charley King 208-2502 St. Johns Street Port Moody, BC  V3H 2B4 O: 604-936-9971 OF: 604-936-7515 lp43@bctf.ca Cowichan District Teachers' Association (65) Naomi Nilsson 201-394 Duncan Street Duncan, BC  V9L 3W4 O: 250-748-2251 OF: 250-748-5243 lp65@bctf.ca Cranbrook District Teachers' Association (2) Shelley Balfour 304-105 9th Avenue South Cranbrook, BC  V1C 2M1 O: 250-489-3717 OF: 250-489-3727 lp02@bctf.ca Creston Valley Teachers' Association (861) Becky Blair 1001 Railway Boulevard Creston, BC  V0B 1G3 O: 250-428-7006 OF: 250-428-8602 lp861@bctf.ca Delta Teachers' Association (37) Paul Steer 110-4977 Trenant St Delta, BC  V4K 2K5 O: 604-946-0391 OF: 604-946-1629 lp37@bctf.ca Fernie District Teachers' Association (1) Christina Smith Box 10 Fernie, BC  V0B 1M0 O: 250-423-3333 OF: 250-423-6134 lp01@bctf.ca Fort Nelson District Teachers' Association (81) Greg Gerwing Box 2031 Fort Nelson, BC  V0C 1R0 O: 250-775-1824 OF: N/A lp81@bctf.ca Fraser-Cascade Teachers' Association (78) Lynne Marvell Unit E, Box 1238 Hope, BC  V0X 1L0 O: 604-869-9383 OF: 604-869-3236 lp78@bctf.ca Gold Trail Teachers' Association (74) Cameron Rittinger Box 1437 Ashcroft, BC  V0K 1A0 O: 250-453-2696 OF: 250-453-2696 lp74@bctf.ca Golden Teachers' Association (18) Mike Archibald Box 430 Golden, BC  V0A 1H0 O: 250-344-5885 OF: 250-344-5890 lp18@bctf.ca Greater Victoria Teachers' Association (61) Bénula Larsen 965 Alston Street Victoria, BC  V9A 3S5 O: 250-595-0181 OF: 250-595-0189 lp61@bctf.ca Gulf Islands Teachers' Association (64) Deborah Nostdal Box 537 Salt Spring Island, BC  V8K 2W2 O: 250-537-4990 OF: 250-537-4990 lp64@bctf.ca Haida Gwaii Teachers' Association (50) Jennifer Jury c/o PO Box 325 Queen Charlotte City, BC  V0T 1S0 O: 250-637-1805 OF: N/A lp50@bctf.ca Kamloops Thompson Teachers' Association (73) David Komljenovic 202/204-1157 12th Street Kamloops, BC  V2B 7L2 O: 250-554-1223 OF: 250-554-1311 lp73@bctf.ca Kimberley Teachers' Association (3) Sally Struthers 201-144 Deer Park Avenue Kimberley, BC  V1A 2J4 O: 250-432-9729 OF: N/A lp03@bctf.ca Kitimat District Teachers' Association (80) Kim Meyer 233 Enterprise Avenue Kitimat, BC  V8C 2C8 O: 250-632-3109 OF: 250-632-3108 lp80@bctf.ca Kootenay Columbia Teachers' Union (20) Andy Davidoff 1657 Hwy 3A Castlegar, BC  V1N 4N5 O: 250-364-1740 OF: 250-364-1750 lp20@bctf.ca Kootenay Lake Teachers' Association* (862) Cam Zuk Box 671 Kaslo, BC  V0G 1M0 O: 250-353-2227 OF: N/A lp862@bctf.ca Lake Cowichan Teachers' Association (66) Chris Rolls 5610 West Riverbottom Rd Duncan, BC  V9L 6H9 O: 250-748-0011 OF: N/A lp66@bctf.ca Langley Teachers' Association (35) Gail Chaddock Costello 100-5786 Glover Road Langley, BC  V3A 4H9 O: 604-533-1618 OF: 604-533-1400 lp35@bctf.ca Mackenzie Teachers' Association* (572) Shannon Pride Box 1836 Mackenzie, BC  V0J 2C0 O: 250-997-6340 OF: N/A lp572@bctf.ca Maple Ridge Teachers' Association (42) George Serra 11771 Fraser Street Maple Ridge, BC  V2X 6C6 O: 604-467-2111 OF: 604-467-0815 lp42@bctf.ca McBride-Valemount Teachers' Association* (573) Jennifer L'Arrivee 2265 Red Tail Road Mcbride, BC  V0J 2E0 O: 250-569-2295 OF: N/A lp573@bctf.ca Mission Teachers' Union (75) Mark Bradshaw 100-33344 2nd Ave Mission, BC  V2V 1K3 O: 604-826-0112 OF: 604-826-3435 lp75@bctf.ca Mount Arrowsmith Teachers' Association (69) Debbie Morran Box 1286 Parksville, BC  V9P 2H3 O: 250-248-3496 OF: 250-248-3440 lp69@bctf.ca Nanaimo District Teachers' Association (68) Mike Ball 3137 Barons Road Nanaimo, BC  V9T 5W5 O: 250-756-1237 OF: 250-756-0188 lp68@bctf.ca Nechako Teachers' Union (56) Thomas Thalheimer Box 978 Vanderhoof, BC  V0J 3A0 O: 250-567-5040 OF: 250-567-5060 lp56@bctf.ca Nelson District Teachers' Association (7) Paul Boscariol PO Box 1012 Nelson, BC  V1L 6A5 O: 250-354-4142 OF: 250-354-1558 lp07@bctf.ca New Westminster Teachers' Union (40) Grant Osborne 607 Columbia St New Westminster, BC  V3M 1A7 O: 604-526-8990 OF: 604-526-8912 lp40@bctf.ca Nicola Valley Teachers' Union (31) Peter Vogt Box 849 Merritt, BC  V1K 1B8 O: 250-378-5060 OF: 250-378-5060 lp31@bctf.ca Nisga'a Teachers' Union (92) Richard Hotson Box 226 New Aiyansh, BC  V0J 1A0 O: 250-633-2571 OF: 250-633-2574 lp92@bctf.ca North Okanagan-Shuswap Teachers' Association (83) Brenda O'Dell Box 187 Salmon Arm, BC  V1E 4N3 O: 250-832-1933 OF: 250-832-4592 lp83@bctf.ca North Vancouver Teachers' Association (44) Carolyn Pena 100 - 133 West 17th Street North Vancouver, BC  V7M 1V5 O: 604 988-3224 OF: 604 980-8092 lp44@bctf.ca Okanagan Skaha Teachers' Union (67) Leslea Woodward 697 Martin Street Penticton, BC  V2A 5L5 O: 250-492-4915 OF: 250-492-5540 lp67@bctf.ca Peace River North Teachers' Association (60) Michele Wiebe Box 6057 Fort St John, BC  V1J 4H6 O: 250-785-8881 OF: 250-785-8881 lp60@bctf.ca Peace River South Teachers' Association (591) Lorraine MacKay Box 145 Dawson Creek, BC  V1G 4G3 O: 250-782-1284 OF: 250-782-1280 lp591@bctf.ca Powell River District Teachers' Association (47) Cathy Fisher 201-4400 Marine Avenue Powell River, BC  V8A 2K1 O: 604-485-5212 OF: 604-485-2882 lp47@bctf.ca Prince George District Teachers' Association (571) Tina Cousins 101-1968 Queensway Prince George, BC  V2L 1M2 O: 250-562-7214 OF: 250-562-5743 lp571@bctf.ca Prince Rupert District Teachers' Union (52) Kathy Murphy c/o Fisherman's Hall, 869 Fraser Street Prince Rupert, BC  V8J 1R1 O: 250-627-1700 OF: 250-624-6784 lp52@bctf.ca Princeton District Teachers' Union (17) Robert Tarswell Box 1019 Princeton, BC  V0X 1W0 O: 250-295-6684 OF: 250-295-6684 lp17@bctf.ca Quesnel District Teachers' Association (28) Lisa Kishkan Box 4643 Quesnel, BC  V2J 3J8 O: 250-992-3737 OF: 250-992-3638 lp28@bctf.ca Revelstoke Teachers' Association (19) Jennifer Wolney Box 72 Revelstoke, BC  V0E 2S0 O: 250-837-2255 OF: 250-837-2255 lp19@bctf.ca Richmond Teachers' Association (38) Al Klassen 210-7360 Westminster Hwy Richmond, BC  V6X 1A1 O: 604-278-2539 OF: 604-278-4320 lp38@bctf.ca Saanich Teachers' Association (63) Mark Skanks 6843 Central Saanich Road Saanichton, BC  V8Z 5V4 O: 778-426-1426 OF: 778-426-0716 lp63@bctf.ca Sea to Sky Teachers' Association (48) Carl Walker 104-40775 Tantalus Rd Squamish, BC  V8B 0N2 O: 604-892-3056 OF: 604-892-2296 lp48@bctf.ca SEPF (93) Sylvie Liechtele 100-550 West 6th Avenue Vancouver, BC  V5Z 4P2 O: 604-871-1866 OF: N/A lp93@bctf.ca Sooke Teachers' Association (62) Ian Johnson 201-716 Goldstream Avenue Victoria, BC  V9B 2X3 O: 250-474-3181 OF: 250-474-5555 lp62@bctf.ca South Okanagan Similkameen Teachers' Union (53) Sylvia Slater Box 1586 Oliver, BC  V0H 1T0 O: 250-498-2255 OF: N/A lp53@bctf.ca Stikine Teachers' Association (87) Asa Berg c/o Asa Berg, Box 469 Atlin, BC  V0W 1A0 O: 250-651-7820 OF: 250-651-7820 lp87@bctf.ca Sunshine Coast Teachers' Association (46) Louise Herle Box 951 Sechelt, BC  V0N 3A0 O: 604-885-7944 OF: 604-885-9837 lp46@bctf.ca Surrey Teachers' Association (36) Jennifer Wadge 201-9030 King George Boulevard Surrey, BC  V3V 7Y3 O: 604-594-5353 OF: 604-594-5176 lp36@bctf.ca Terrace District Teachers' Union (881) Cathy Lambright 4733 Park Avenue Terrace, BC  V8G 1W2 O: 250-635-4659 OF: N/A lp881@bctf.ca Tumbler Ridge Teachers' Association* (593) Karen Edwards 127 Gwillim Crescent, Box 1003 Tumbler Ridge, BC  V0C 2W0 O: 250-242-5281 OF: 250-242-5785 lp593@bctf.ca Upper Skeena Teachers* (882) Joslyn Bagg Box 562 New Hazelton, BC  V0J 2Y0 O: 250-842-6613 OF: N/A lp882@bctf.ca Vancouver Elementary School Teachers' Association (391) Dan Graves 2915 Commercial Dr Vancouver, BC  V5N 4C8 O: 604-873-8378 OF: 604-873-2652 lp391@bctf.ca Vancouver Island North Teachers' Association (85) Shawn Gough Box 5151, 6855 Market St Port Hardy, BC  V0N 2P0 O: 250-949-8888 OF: 250-949-8882 lp85@bctf.ca Vancouver Island West Teachers' Union (84) Ryan Meise PO Box 137 Gold River, BC  V0P 1G0 O: 250-283-9081 OF: N/A lp84@bctf.ca Vancouver Secondary Teachers' Association (392) Debbie Pawluk 2915 Commercial Drive Vancouver, BC  V5N 4C8 O: 604-873-5570 OF: 604-873-3916 lp392@bctf.ca Vernon Teachers' Association (22) Heather Malcolm 4004 31st Street Vernon, BC  V1T 5J6 O: 250-542-0456 OF: 250-542-0564 lp22@bctf.ca West Vancouver Teachers' Association (45) Rob Millard 4915 Marine Drive West Vancouver, BC  V7W 2P5 O: 604-926-1617 OF: 604-926-1119 lp45@bctf.ca Windermere Teachers' Association (4) Doug Murray Box 478 Invermere, BC  V0A 1K0 O: 250-341-5158 OF: N/A lp04@bctf.ca About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy Close Window Print Page   Local Presidents and Contact Information Sorted by local name. Click here for sort by local number. *Sublocal       O: Office   OF: Office Fax Abbotsford District Teachers' Association (34) Doug Smuland 2570 Cyril Street Abbotsford, BC  V2S 2G2 O: 604-854-1946 OF: 604-850-5100 lp34@bctf.ca Alberni District Teachers' Union (701) Ken Zydyk 4913 Argyle Street Port Alberni, BC  V9Y 1V6 O: 250-724-5021 OF: 250-724-0442 lp701@bctf.ca Arrow Lakes Teachers' Association (10) Ric Bardati Box 422 New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0 O: 250-265-7062 OF: N/A lp10@bctf.ca Boundary District Teachers' Association (51) Norm Sabourin Box 634, 1815D Central Ave Grand Forks, BC  V0H 1H0 O: 250-442-3330 OF: N/A lp51@bctf.ca Bulkley Valley Teachers' Union (54) Ilona Weiss PO Box 2137, 3772 C 1st Ave Smithers, BC  V0J 2N0 O: 250-847-3127 OF: 250-847-3123 lp54@bctf.ca Burnaby Teachers' Association (41) Rae Figursky 115-3993 Henning Drive Burnaby, BC  V5C 6P7 O: 604 294-8141 OF: 604 294-9846 lp41@bctf.ca Burns Lake District Teachers' Union (55) Kathryn Warren Box 464 Burns Lake, BC  V0J 1E0 O: 250-692-7932 OF: 250-692-7597 lp55@bctf.ca Campbell River District Teachers' Association (72) Dave Harper 202-871 Island Hwy Campbell River, BC  V9W 2C2 O: 250-286-1663 OF: 250-286-1679 lp72@bctf.ca Cariboo-Chilcotin Teachers' Association (27) Murray Helmer 124D North 2nd Avenue Williams Lake, BC  V2G 1Z6 O: 250-398-7221 OF: 250-398-5913 lp27@bctf.ca Central Coast Teachers' Association (49) Marc Hedges Box 253 Hagensborg, BC  V0T 1H0 O: 250-982-2354 OF: 250-982-2354 lp49@bctf.ca Central Okanagan Teachers' Association (23) Susan Bauhart 210-1751 Harvey Avenue Kelowna, BC  V1Y 6G4 O: 250-860-3866 OF: 250-862-3024 lp23@bctf.ca Chetwynd Teachers' Association* (592) Leanne Robertson Box 2665 Chetwynd, BC  V0C 1J0 O: 250-788-2267 OF: 250-788-9729 lp592@bctf.ca Chilliwack Teachers' Association (33) Clint Johnston 203-45970 Airport Road Chilliwack, BC  V2P 1A2 O: 604-792-9233 OF: 604-792-9389 lp33@bctf.ca Comox District Teachers' Association (71) Nick Moore 491 4th Street Ste. C Courtenay, BC  V9N 1G9 O: 250-338-1461 OF: 250-338-1657 lp71@bctf.ca Coquitlam Teachers' Association (43) Charley King 208-2502 St. Johns Street Port Moody, BC  V3H 2B4 O: 604-936-9971 OF: 604-936-7515 lp43@bctf.ca Cowichan District Teachers' Association (65) Naomi Nilsson 201-394 Duncan Street Duncan, BC  V9L 3W4 O: 250-748-2251 OF: 250-748-5243 lp65@bctf.ca Cranbrook District Teachers' Association (2) Shelley Balfour 304-105 9th Avenue South Cranbrook, BC  V1C 2M1 O: 250-489-3717 OF: 250-489-3727 lp02@bctf.ca Creston Valley Teachers' Association (861) Becky Blair 1001 Railway Boulevard Creston, BC  V0B 1G3 O: 250-428-7006 OF: 250-428-8602 lp861@bctf.ca Delta Teachers' Association (37) Paul Steer 110-4977 Trenant St Delta, BC  V4K 2K5 O: 604-946-0391 OF: 604-946-1629 lp37@bctf.ca Fernie District Teachers' Association (1) Christina Smith Box 10 Fernie, BC  V0B 1M0 O: 250-423-3333 OF: 250-423-6134 lp01@bctf.ca Fort Nelson District Teachers' Association (81) Greg Gerwing Box 2031 Fort Nelson, BC  V0C 1R0 O: 250-775-1824 OF: N/A lp81@bctf.ca Fraser-Cascade Teachers' Association (78) Lynne Marvell Unit E, Box 1238 Hope, BC  V0X 1L0 O: 604-869-9383 OF: 604-869-3236 lp78@bctf.ca Gold Trail Teachers' Association (74) Cameron Rittinger Box 1437 Ashcroft, BC  V0K 1A0 O: 250-453-2696 OF: 250-453-2696 lp74@bctf.ca Golden Teachers' Association (18) Mike Archibald Box 430 Golden, BC  V0A 1H0 O: 250-344-5885 OF: 250-344-5890 lp18@bctf.ca Greater Victoria Teachers' Association (61) Bénula Larsen 965 Alston Street Victoria, BC  V9A 3S5 O: 250-595-0181 OF: 250-595-0189 lp61@bctf.ca Gulf Islands Teachers' Association (64) Deborah Nostdal Box 537 Salt Spring Island, BC  V8K 2W2 O: 250-537-4990 OF: 250-537-4990 lp64@bctf.ca Haida Gwaii Teachers' Association (50) Jennifer Jury c/o PO Box 325 Queen Charlotte City, BC  V0T 1S0 O: 250-637-1805 OF: N/A lp50@bctf.ca Kamloops Thompson Teachers' Association (73) David Komljenovic 202/204-1157 12th Street Kamloops, BC  V2B 7L2 O: 250-554-1223 OF: 250-554-1311 lp73@bctf.ca Kimberley Teachers' Association (3) Sally Struthers 201-144 Deer Park Avenue Kimberley, BC  V1A 2J4 O: 250-432-9729 OF: N/A lp03@bctf.ca Kitimat District Teachers' Association (80) Kim Meyer 233 Enterprise Avenue Kitimat, BC  V8C 2C8 O: 250-632-3109 OF: 250-632-3108 lp80@bctf.ca Kootenay Columbia Teachers' Union (20) Andy Davidoff 1657 Hwy 3A Castlegar, BC  V1N 4N5 O: 250-364-1740 OF: 250-364-1750 lp20@bctf.ca Kootenay Lake Teachers' Association* (862) Cam Zuk Box 671 Kaslo, BC  V0G 1M0 O: 250-353-2227 OF: N/A lp862@bctf.ca Lake Cowichan Teachers' Association (66) Chris Rolls 5610 West Riverbottom Rd Duncan, BC  V9L 6H9 O: 250-748-0011 OF: N/A lp66@bctf.ca Langley Teachers' Association (35) Gail Chaddock Costello 100-5786 Glover Road Langley, BC  V3A 4H9 O: 604-533-1618 OF: 604-533-1400 lp35@bctf.ca Mackenzie Teachers' Association* (572) Shannon Pride Box 1836 Mackenzie, BC  V0J 2C0 O: 250-997-6340 OF: N/A lp572@bctf.ca Maple Ridge Teachers' Association (42) George Serra 11771 Fraser Street Maple Ridge, BC  V2X 6C6 O: 604-467-2111 OF: 604-467-0815 lp42@bctf.ca McBride-Valemount Teachers' Association* (573) Jennifer L'Arrivee 2265 Red Tail Road Mcbride, BC  V0J 2E0 O: 250-569-2295 OF: N/A lp573@bctf.ca Mission Teachers' Union (75) Mark Bradshaw 100-33344 2nd Ave Mission, BC  V2V 1K3 O: 604-826-0112 OF: 604-826-3435 lp75@bctf.ca Mount Arrowsmith Teachers' Association (69) Debbie Morran Box 1286 Parksville, BC  V9P 2H3 O: 250-248-3496 OF: 250-248-3440 lp69@bctf.ca Nanaimo District Teachers' Association (68) Mike Ball 3137 Barons Road Nanaimo, BC  V9T 5W5 O: 250-756-1237 OF: 250-756-0188 lp68@bctf.ca Nechako Teachers' Union (56) Thomas Thalheimer Box 978 Vanderhoof, BC  V0J 3A0 O: 250-567-5040 OF: 250-567-5060 lp56@bctf.ca Nelson District Teachers' Association (7) Paul Boscariol PO Box 1012 Nelson, BC  V1L 6A5 O: 250-354-4142 OF: 250-354-1558 lp07@bctf.ca New Westminster Teachers' Union (40) Grant Osborne 607 Columbia St New Westminster, BC  V3M 1A7 O: 604-526-8990 OF: 604-526-8912 lp40@bctf.ca Nicola Valley Teachers' Union (31) Peter Vogt Box 849 Merritt, BC  V1K 1B8 O: 250-378-5060 OF: 250-378-5060 lp31@bctf.ca Nisga'a Teachers' Union (92) Richard Hotson Box 226 New Aiyansh, BC  V0J 1A0 O: 250-633-2571 OF: 250-633-2574 lp92@bctf.ca North Okanagan-Shuswap Teachers' Association (83) Brenda O'Dell Box 187 Salmon Arm, BC  V1E 4N3 O: 250-832-1933 OF: 250-832-4592 lp83@bctf.ca North Vancouver Teachers' Association (44) Carolyn Pena 100 - 133 West 17th Street North Vancouver, BC  V7M 1V5 O: 604 988-3224 OF: 604 980-8092 lp44@bctf.ca Okanagan Skaha Teachers' Union (67) Leslea Woodward 697 Martin Street Penticton, BC  V2A 5L5 O: 250-492-4915 OF: 250-492-5540 lp67@bctf.ca Peace River North Teachers' Association (60) Michele Wiebe Box 6057 Fort St John, BC  V1J 4H6 O: 250-785-8881 OF: 250-785-8881 lp60@bctf.ca Peace River South Teachers' Association (591) Lorraine MacKay Box 145 Dawson Creek, BC  V1G 4G3 O: 250-782-1284 OF: 250-782-1280 lp591@bctf.ca Powell River District Teachers' Association (47) Cathy Fisher 201-4400 Marine Avenue Powell River, BC  V8A 2K1 O: 604-485-5212 OF: 604-485-2882 lp47@bctf.ca Prince George District Teachers' Association (571) Tina Cousins 101-1968 Queensway Prince George, BC  V2L 1M2 O: 250-562-7214 OF: 250-562-5743 lp571@bctf.ca Prince Rupert District Teachers' Union (52) Kathy Murphy c/o Fisherman's Hall, 869 Fraser Street Prince Rupert, BC  V8J 1R1 O: 250-627-1700 OF: 250-624-6784 lp52@bctf.ca Princeton District Teachers' Union (17) Robert Tarswell Box 1019 Princeton, BC  V0X 1W0 O: 250-295-6684 OF: 250-295-6684 lp17@bctf.ca Quesnel District Teachers' Association (28) Lisa Kishkan Box 4643 Quesnel, BC  V2J 3J8 O: 250-992-3737 OF: 250-992-3638 lp28@bctf.ca Revelstoke Teachers' Association (19) Jennifer Wolney Box 72 Revelstoke, BC  V0E 2S0 O: 250-837-2255 OF: 250-837-2255 lp19@bctf.ca Richmond Teachers' Association (38) Al Klassen 210-7360 Westminster Hwy Richmond, BC  V6X 1A1 O: 604-278-2539 OF: 604-278-4320 lp38@bctf.ca Saanich Teachers' Association (63) Mark Skanks 6843 Central Saanich Road Saanichton, BC  V8Z 5V4 O: 778-426-1426 OF: 778-426-0716 lp63@bctf.ca Sea to Sky Teachers' Association (48) Carl Walker 104-40775 Tantalus Rd Squamish, BC  V8B 0N2 O: 604-892-3056 OF: 604-892-2296 lp48@bctf.ca SEPF (93) Sylvie Liechtele 100-550 West 6th Avenue Vancouver, BC  V5Z 4P2 O: 604-871-1866 OF: N/A lp93@bctf.ca Sooke Teachers' Association (62) Ian Johnson 201-716 Goldstream Avenue Victoria, BC  V9B 2X3 O: 250-474-3181 OF: 250-474-5555 lp62@bctf.ca South Okanagan Similkameen Teachers' Union (53) Sylvia Slater Box 1586 Oliver, BC  V0H 1T0 O: 250-498-2255 OF: N/A lp53@bctf.ca Stikine Teachers' Association (87) Asa Berg c/o Asa Berg, Box 469 Atlin, BC  V0W 1A0 O: 250-651-7820 OF: 250-651-7820 lp87@bctf.ca Sunshine Coast Teachers' Association (46) Louise Herle Box 951 Sechelt, BC  V0N 3A0 O: 604-885-7944 OF: 604-885-9837 lp46@bctf.ca Surrey Teachers' Association (36) Jennifer Wadge 201-9030 King George Boulevard Surrey, BC  V3V 7Y3 O: 604-594-5353 OF: 604-594-5176 lp36@bctf.ca Terrace District Teachers' Union (881) Cathy Lambright 4733 Park Avenue Terrace, BC  V8G 1W2 O: 250-635-4659 OF: N/A lp881@bctf.ca Tumbler Ridge Teachers' Association* (593) Karen Edwards 127 Gwillim Crescent, Box 1003 Tumbler Ridge, BC  V0C 2W0 O: 250-242-5281 OF: 250-242-5785 lp593@bctf.ca Upper Skeena Teachers* (882) Joslyn Bagg Box 562 New Hazelton, BC  V0J 2Y0 O: 250-842-6613 OF: N/A lp882@bctf.ca Vancouver Elementary School Teachers' Association (391) Dan Graves 2915 Commercial Dr Vancouver, BC  V5N 4C8 O: 604-873-8378 OF: 604-873-2652 lp391@bctf.ca Vancouver Island North Teachers' Association (85) Shawn Gough Box 5151, 6855 Market St Port Hardy, BC  V0N 2P0 O: 250-949-8888 OF: 250-949-8882 lp85@bctf.ca Vancouver Island West Teachers' Union (84) Ryan Meise PO Box 137 Gold River, BC  V0P 1G0 O: 250-283-9081 OF: N/A lp84@bctf.ca Vancouver Secondary Teachers' Association (392) Debbie Pawluk 2915 Commercial Drive Vancouver, BC  V5N 4C8 O: 604-873-5570 OF: 604-873-3916 lp392@bctf.ca Vernon Teachers' Association (22) Heather Malcolm 4004 31st Street Vernon, BC  V1T 5J6 O: 250-542-0456 OF: 250-542-0564 lp22@bctf.ca West Vancouver Teachers' Association (45) Rob Millard 4915 Marine Drive West Vancouver, BC  V7W 2P5 O: 604-926-1617 OF: 604-926-1119 lp45@bctf.ca Windermere Teachers' Association (4) Doug Murray Box 478 Invermere, BC  V0A 1K0 O: 250-341-5158 OF: N/A lp04@bctf.ca)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141007,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/FassbenderMLA/status/467698561413816320?screen_name=FassbenderMLA&photo_id=1&id=467698561413816320,Peter Fassbender on Twitter: "Cowgirls handing out popcorn @mlacadieux #cloverdalerodeo #surrey http://t.co/xyb7aeUm44" Twitter Search query Search Twitter Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Language: English Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Have an account? Sign in New to Twitter? Join Today » Sign In Phone, email or username Password Sign in Remember me Forgot password? Already using Twitter via text message? Follow Following Unfollow Blocked Unblock Pending Cancel Peter FassbenderVerified account ‏ @FassbenderMLA May 17 Cowgirls handing out popcorn @mlacadieux #cloverdalerodeo #surrey pic.twitter.com/xyb7aeUm44 Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Retweets 6 Favorite 1 9:10 AM - 17 May 2014 Handsome Productions ‏ @HandsomeProd Jul 9 @FassbenderMLA @MLACadieux Attractive women (aged 35-50) wanted for new TV dating show! Email dating@handsomeuk.tv Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Don’t miss any updates from Peter Fassbender © 2014 Twitter About Help Ads info Close Flag this media This has already been marked as containing sensitive content. Flag this as containing potentially illegal content. Submit Cancel Learn more about flagging media Dismiss Close Previous Next Close Go to a person's profile Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Close Retweet this to your followers? Cancel Retweet Close Are you sure you want to delete this Tweet? Cancel Delete Close Block Cancel Block Add a location to your Tweets When you tweet with a location, Twitter stores that location. You can switch location on/off before each Tweet and always have the option to delete your location history. Learn more Turn location on Not now Turn off location Close Profile summary Close Your lists Close Create a new list List name Description Under 100 characters, optional Privacy Public · Anyone can follow this list Private · Only you can access this list Save list Close Close Embed this Tweet Add this Tweet to your website by copying the code below. Learn more Hmm, there was a problem reaching the server. Try again? Include parent Tweet Include media Preview Close Sign up for Twitter Not on Twitter? Sign up, tune into the things you care about, and get updates as they happen. Have an account? Sign in » Close Two-way (sending and receiving) short codes: Country Code For customers of United States 40404 (any) Canada 21212 (any) United Kingdom 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM Haiti 40404 Digicel, Voila Ireland 51210 Vodafone, O2 India 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Indonesia 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » See SMS short codes for other countries Close Confirmation)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=29338,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > March 2013 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 25, Number 5, March 2013   Danger warning: The chase after a new version of BCeSIS is underway  By Larry Kuehn   The ministry has issued the RFP (Request for Proposals) for a replacement for the current system that holds information on students in public and private schools in BC. It hopes to have a new system in place for initial use in 2013 and full implementation a year later. The ministry getting it right this time is incredibly important for any teacher who plans to be around for many more years. They are looking for a contract to span a dozen years, shaping the work of teaching and learning through the entire cycle of a student from K to 12. Ursula Franklin admonishes us that “every tool shapes the task.” Any information system that a teacher uses to keep track of data on students will shape the way they carry out the work of teaching those students. What data is collected will inevitably be more important than things that data is not collected on. Technology is not neutral. So what are the dangers in this round of creating a student information system? Asking for more than can be delivered  The ministry went through a process of building the requirements for the new system. They engaged nearly four dozen administrators, counsellors, and some teachers to contribute to defining what they system should do. These are called the “functional requirements” and cover about 50 pages. Two themes jump out of these. One is to do the same but better than BCeSIS. Many of the requirements are what BCeSIS promised but could not deliver. This is the look back, asking now for what could not be built before. User-friendly, using a graphic interface, is the expectation. And features that are more flexible than the single way permitted in the old program. The other is to look forward. The ministry says that the education system will be transformed by the BC Education Plan. It will not be based on grades and credits and, instead will aim at broad, ambiguous, and deep objectives like critical and innovative thinking. The classroom will no longer frame the learning as students explore the world beyond the school. What should a student information system look like to meet this vision, should it ever come about? The functional requirements call for the information system to deal with these effectively, even though they are at best a work in progress without any firm definition. Can an information system be built that will effectively serve both a past and quite different projected future system? The ministry says yes. They have been told by consultants that progress has been made in creating student information systems in the US. Huge expenditures on state-wide systems have been expended to meet the reporting requirements for federal funding. The kicker is this: These information systems are being built based on a more centralized curriculum through US national standards. These are being built on the basis of the kind of system we are supposedly leaving behind. Skepticism is the most positive attitude possible when one looks at the hundreds of things the functional requirements document defines. Same design, but more complex demands  BCeSIS is based on a centralized system. All the information is held on servers in one central place. Every teacher reaches the servers through the internet, mostly through the ministry's limited capacity Provincial Learning Network. While inadequacies of the software were the source of many of the user complaints, limits to access at peak times was also a matter of frustration. The more that is included in the centralized database, the more it can slow down the system. Yet, the new system is supposed to continue this entirely centralized model—but with lots more information and lots more time spent by teachers in supplying data. BCeSIS only keeps for one year most of the data other than demographics. The plan for the new system is that it will keep all the data on an ongoing basis. From the pre-school Strong Start program through graduation will be held in the database—data on well over a million students over the 12-year proposed contract time. A much broader range of data is projected to be kept in the new system—formative assessment data, project data, notes on incidents, etc.—every teacher will be entering data on every student on a daily basis. Parents and students will have access at all times to the data on the students—potentially millions of folks—teachers, students, parents, and guardians for 600,000 current students. Parents were supposed to have access to BCeSIS, but no one even tried to put that into practice since it couldn’t even adequately serve the teachers. Will a new system on the same design actually work any better than BCeSIS? Quality beyond measure  Alfie Kohn’s recent work has him talking about “quality beyond measure.” What he means by this is that many of the qualities that we want to encourage and shape in our students cannot be measured. Attempting to put them into a measurement system actually leads us away from important aspects of the teaching and learning process. Kohn’s concept is very relevant to the proposed student information system. The centralized and extensive data approach is based on an assumption that the information can be used to improve education. This is the claim of the chief information officer (our government and ministry both have one). The reason for creating this mass of data in a centralized system is to develop a data warehouse and analytics tools that feed details and trends. These are supposed to give us information that allows us to improve teaching. Teaching as we know it now is primarily a craft. We learn to monitor student activity—individually and collectively—to find patterns and to judge success. These judgments are frequently wholistic, taking into account both concrete data about a student, but also incorporating intuition and sensitivity that helps to identify the many dimensions of growth and to challenge our students for future growth. That is really what people mean when they talk about a teacher who was a powerful influence on their life. Yes, some data can be very useful. But building a system in which decisions become primarily data-based in the sense of mining a data warehouse is a direction we should question. Maintaining a massive database of everything a student does in their childhood can only be justified if we believe that data analytics is better than teacher judgment in helping our students to grow and develop. Surveillance is a side-effect  Whether intentional or not, surveillance is a side-effect of entering into this data-intensive approach to a student information system. The surveillance is of the student, and also the teacher. We all know that the era of closing the classroom door and getting on with teaching is no longer the reality. Everything and anything in our environment can end up on YouTube. We can, still, do what we can to protect childhood. It should be a time of exploring and testing, developing who they are and how they want to relate to the world. That exploration, and even “bad behaviour,” should not be a life sentence, sticking with the person in their virtual profile. Security has to be an obsession  The more data on the more people and the longer it is kept, the more that security has to be an obsession. If the ministry RFP for a new system produces the system described (not a sure thing), imagine how many people could have access on a single day: 50,000 teachers and clerical workers, 600,000 students in public and private schools, and more than a million parents and guardians of those students. You need foolproof, unhackable systems, including complex authentication for every individual potentially on the system, frequent password changes and help available at all times. This guarding uses a significant amount of the resources of maintaining the system. It also uses the time of the teacher that could be spent in working with their students. What should the ministry do?  Should the ministry spend tens and probably hundreds of millions of dollars of education dollars on developing a new centralized student information system? The ministry’s dream of an all-expansive, flexible system may turn out to be another BCeSIS nightmare. That is probably the best hope for avoiding the worst aspects of what might happen if they proceed with the project as it is. On the other hand, should the ministry let schools and districts work on the best tools for the everyday work, in the classroom and school, and only collect centrally the information that it really needs? More analysis online at bctf.ca  There is lots more to say about the issues around student information systems. If you want to read a more extensive analysis, including the implications of the details in the RFP, check the BCTF web site for articles beyond BCeSIS. Larry Kuehn, director, BCTF Research and Technology Division  Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=21925%20&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 23, Number 4, Jan./Feb. 2011   What does 21st century learning look like?  By Nicol Suhr   After viewing Susan Lambert’s presentation at the fall Representative Assembly voicing concerns about the Ministry of Education’s plan for 21st century learning, and listening to the comments of my fellow educators, I was deeply concerned about several factors. Technology and social isolation are at the forefront of my concerns. I would classify myself as a proponent of technology; I use it everyday in my math and science classes, both as a primary teaching tool and as a supplementary aid. However, technology is a tool to use, not something that excuses us from the thinking process itself. “The real problem is not whether machines think but whether men do.” – BF Skinner Further, I am extremely concerned over the drive to “individualized learning,” which seems to be used as a euphemism for “sitting at a computer terminal and spewing out the answers so that one can say, I’ve learned something!” Education is more than just spewing information. It includes learning to communicate, think critically, and work as a team. Today’s students need communication, leadership, and teamwork skills more than ever. The lack of proper interaction, etiquette, and language expectation in today’s society isn’t giving our children the skills they need to succeed in tomorrow’s workplace or society as a whole. Almost everyday, new research unveils that teambuilding and social interaction help to foster intelligence, language acquisition, community, and citizenship. So, why is our new education system being designed to go in the opposite direction, isolating students, and limiting their exposure to ideas to whatever is put on the screen in front of them? The “21st century learning” model needs to be about communication, information, and technology—how to use it sustainably, rather than solely in an industrial model based on efficiency. We need to ask the questions: What does our ideal education system look like? What will our education system look like in the future? As teachers, we are in a unique position to understand what our students need and what we need to get them there. I, for one, would love to sit on a committee with the BCTF working with the ministry—let’s show them what teamwork looks like—to develop this new system that works for all of us. Let’s see what we can create!   Nicol Suhr teaches at Nakusp Secondary School, Nakusp.   )
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=20610&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > March 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 5, March 2010  Federation funnies In the November/December edition of Teacher, members were invited to submit their funny unforgettable teaching stories. Four members submitted stories, so even though we said three would be chosen we decided to acknowledge each person who contributed and send them each a copy of the “Dancing in the Park” cartoon. The deepest cut An ESL student of mine had put extraordinary effort into completing a drawing assignment. I acknowledged this by asking him to let me know when he had completed it, and I would have it laminated. In time, he brought it to me and said, “OK. I’m finished now, and I’m ready to have it lacerated.” – Audrey Lear, Comox Valley Little Sir Echo One day a colleague of mine, came into my Grade 1 classroom, to let me know that two boy students of mine were making great noise in the washroom down the hall. Glancing around the room, I immediately knew that the culprits were Owen and Michael. I sent another student to bring them back. When they returned, I told them that the other teacher had heard them in the washroom. At first both boys denied that it was them. When I replied that there were no other students in the washroom at the time, Owen said, “Well, one of the voices was definitely Michael, but the other one, it must have been an echo.” – Audrey Lear, Comox Valley A real fish story Several years ago I took my Grade 4 class to the Adams River salmon run. It was the height of the run and there were several schools in attendance as well as hundreds of other visitors. Needless to say it was a very busy place. My class was divided up amongst the parent helpers so that everyone was responsible for only six children, which I thought would work well. The entire trip was carefully planned to minimize any mishap. But, unfortunately, some spontaneous eruptions just can’t be planned for. As we were standing at the edge of the widest part of the river watching the red sockeye in their spawning grounds, one of my students spotted a larger black fish off in the distance and started yelling at the top of his lungs, “Shark”! In seconds a crowd of students came running from every direction and he was still yelling “Shark!” The kids were closing in so fast that I realized I had lost control of the situation, the crowd had taken over. After the chaos, the conservation officer nabbed the culprit and asked who his teacher was and the student pointed to me. I was asked to gather my class for a lesson on the difference between sharks and salmon, but I really needed a lesson on how to spot something fishy before it spawned legs and ran amok. – Sylvia Olson, Kamloops An over-the-top birthday event The staff at my middle school really went out on a limb for my birthday this year. In the fall, we were trying to decide what to wear to school for Hallowe’en; I suggested that everyone dress as idioms. The idea was quickly shot down as everyone seemed to want to wear their own costumes. One card suggested that we wait and wear idioms on my birthday. Scorning the idea, I informed the staff that my birthday was January 12, too close to the return from Christmas break to make it feasible. Although every so often someone would jokingly remind us that we would be dressing up as idioms on Carrie’s birthday, the idea was dropped. January 12 dawned; I made my way to school as usual. Walking into the office I couldn’t help but notice that my vice principal had bells hanging from her wrists. I asked her if she was trying to imitate a cat. “No, Carrie,” she explained. “I’m here with bells on.” I started to laugh but the penny had yet to drop. The secretary was wearing red mittens. “I’ve been caught red-handed,” she informed me. Laughing, I was still in the dark. Finally the counsellor, with a rope hanging out of her pocket, poked her head out of her door to wish me a happy birthday, and to explain that she was currently “at the end of her rope.” Twenty-two of our twenty-five staff members had honoured the day by dressing up as idioms. Four people glued potato chips to their shoulders, the pregnant behaviour specialist “had a bun in her oven,” someone had an umbrella to which she attached pictures of cats and dogs, a Grade 8 teacher hung a stuffed monkey from his back, and still another glued a heart to her sleeve. The best one was probably an EA’s; she brought in a piece of a bush and a handheld egg beater and commenced running around the twig while twirling the egg beater. Needless to say, I scrapped my planned lesson on “making inferences” to teach idioms to my Grade 6 class. After the quick lesson they scoured the school to find the staff members wearing idioms, and created a long list of sayings. Returning to class, we tried to figure out what they meant. Interestingly, idioms have changed over the years. Very few children knew what “wearing my heart on my sleeve” meant, although “I’m toast” was easily recognizable. This lesson was particularly over the heads of the two Korean international students. The “icing on the cake” was yet to come. Unbeknownst to me, one of the EAs suggested to my students that they wear idioms the following day. As a result one boy brought a toy car in the next morning and proceeded to “drive us up the wall;” a girl drew a raincloud on a piece of paper, put it over her head and informed us that she was “under the weather;” another kept “pulling his leg;” a fourth placed her stuffed horse on her desk and commenced applying her whip to it—she was “flogging a dead horse.” To “make no bones” about it, this was definitely an over-the-top birthday event. The only disappointment was that I could not participate. My “tickled-pink” costume, still hanging up in my closet, will have to wait until next January 12! – Carrie Frampton, Qualicum Beach Machiavellian map I have a unique reputation at my school for my relationship with wayward wall maps. During social studies classes, I rely heavily on roll-down maps of Canada and the world. Up until 2003, I was the victim, both physically and scholastically, of a wall map manufactured in 1972. In its early decades, it was probably a fine upstanding young map, but upon entering the new millennium, it developed a crustiness about its personality that could only be associated with old age. Spending time with it was done at a teacherís risk. My Grade 4s and 5s became accustomed to holding their collective breath whenever I attempted to roll up the map. If it worked properly, I'd glance over my shoulder at the class with exaggerated pride. When the map refused to wend its merry way around the roller, we'd trade nervous laughter until repeated and excessively noisy roll-ups brought success. One day, during a roll-up attempt, the map jumped its hooks and clattered to the floor, narrowly missing my head. After that, a heightened level of guilty anticipation among my students made the atmosphere crackle during social studies class. Students would question me about the location of the highest Canadian mountain or ask what countries are situated within Europe, with the express intent of coercing me into rolling down the wall map. I fell for it consistently, never able to pass up a learning moment, real or imagined. Several weeks later, not only did it jump its track, but it knocked the clock right off the wall. It took several minutes to bring my class back under control. With the smoothness of a seasoned educator, I replaced the clock, pulled down the map, and finished teaching. Rolling it back up at the lesson's end, the map took on a life of its own. It spun upward off its hooks, smacking my head, knocking the clock far enough afield to smash its face, and cartwheeling across the room to pummel the PA speaker. My class broke into gales of laughter. I rubbed my head ruefully and performed a deep bow, announcing, "Class, you have just witnessed the strangest moment in my teaching career." I spoke too soon. The following year, I was teaching an afternoon social studies lesson using the perky new wall map I persuaded my principal to buy me after my 1972 map took wing. At three o'clock, a short, slightly built Grade 5 student asked if he could roll up the map in order to clean the blackboards. I was signing homework planners at the time, so without thinking, I gave him the go-ahead. My next recollection was watching the map whiz up the wall with the poor little fellow hanging from the wooden pull bar. Our eyes locked as he rode his teacher's demon, his lips curled in a reluctant Indiana Jones smile that I shall never forget. "The End" – Eileen Holland, Coquitlam)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/mobile/NewTeachersHandbook/default.aspx?id=31798,BCTF New Teachers' Handbook  Toggle navigation New Teachers’ Handbook © 2014 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. Table of Contents Introduction President's message Setting the BC context Jobs and professsional responsibilities Professional Responsibility / Code of Ethics Standards for the Education, Competence... Beginning your career as a TTOC Tips for success Beginning your career as a classroom teacher Planning Classroom management Establishing a positive environment Teaching strategies / classroom complexity Learning resources Communicating with parents/guardians Students with special needs Working with education (teacher) assistants Preparing for a Teacher Teaching on Call Parent involvement in schools Working with volunteers Wellness—taking care of yourself How the BC Teachers’ Federation helps Others who can help Professional development (PD) Evaluation of teachers Resources Membership New Teachers’ Home BCTF Home Tips for success  Survival kit  Should you need a little more time to read through the teacher’s lesson plan, you can engage the students with one of the following activities. Problem-solving activities for teams of students  These activities should: be fun. require minimal explanation. take between 20–30 minutes to complete. be something that the whole class can share briefly when completed. challenge and engage students’ minds and imagination. Here are some examples: Thinking activities think of all the things that come in pairs. think of all the things with: —buttons —handles —zippers. think of what you could eat if there were only: —purple things for dinner —yellow things for dinner. draw the dashboard of your parent’s car. think of all the things that are: —pointed —red and hard —cold and soft. what are some things to smile about? Discovery activities  Assign the following questions for discussion and online research if computers are available in the classroom. Advise students that there will be a sharing of creative responses. Are there two kinds of rainbows? Where do wood knots come from? Can a fish drown? Why are furs warm? Can seaweed predict the weather? Why do aging things turn yellow?  Do plants sleep? Why do stars twinkle? Does oil calm troubled waters? Why does a glowworm glow? What do blind people dream about? Why does an egg harden when it is boiled? What is 24-carat gold? Why does salt make us thirsty? What is Fool’s Gold? Why does tea run up through a lump of sugar? What is the origin of blue jeans? Why doesn’t the sea freeze? What makes fabric shrink? Why is the sky blue? What makes the holes in Swiss cheese? Why will a rotten egg float? Ideas for forming groups  The following ideas will help you divide the class into groups of different sizes. Ideas for random grouping are followed by strategies to form assigned groups with a balance of skills and skill levels. Ask students to become partners with the first person they see who: enjoys the same sport as you do. gets up on the same side of the bed as you. rolls out of bed on a different side than you do. has a birthday in the same month as you. has a birthday in a different month than you. has a different favorite TV show than you. has a different hobby than you. has on the same colour socks as you. has on different coloured socks from yours. has the same favorite colour as you. has a different favorite colour than you. has the same first vowel in their first name as you. has a different first vowel in their first name than you. has the same last digit in their home phone number as you. has a different last digit in their home phone number than you. has the same number of brothers and sisters as you. has a different number of brothers and sisters than you. has the same number of letters in their first name as you. has a different number of letters in their first name than you. puts their shoes on in the same order as you. puts their shoes on in the opposite order as you. was born in a different province than you. was born in the same province as you.  Ideas for forming pairs  Have students find the other half of a pair. To prepare, write paired items on slips of paper. To accelerate pairing, one half of the slips should be one colour and the other half a second colour. In other words, part one of a pair is one colour and part two of the same pair is another colour. (Save the slips to use again. You might laminate them.) Have each player draw a slip from the container and find the person with the matching half. Here are some ideas: Capital and small letters—A and a, B and b, C and c. Famous couples—Bert and Ernie, Hansel and Gretel, Simon and Garfunkel. Fairy tales—Split the title in two: Snow/White, Sleeping/Beauty. Opposites—Hot and cold, tall and short, quiet and noisy, neat and messy, smooth and rough, easy and difficult, wide and narrow, north and south, morning and evening, big and little, up and down. Pictures and words—A picture of an apple and the word apple. Dividing into teams randomly  Counting off Have players count off by: Arm positions—Example: For two teams, players count off by alternately raising both arms up high or holding them close to the sides. Arms up high are one team; arms close to the sides, another. Colours—Example: For three teams, count off with red, white, and blue. Reds are one team; blues, another; and whites, a third. Select familiar groups of colours, such as school colours or province colours, or those in a country’s flag. Days of the week—Example: For seven teams, count off by the days of the week. Exclamations—Example: For five teams, count off with Oh no!, Ahhh, Wow!, Hmmmm, and Huh? Motions—Example: For six teams, count off by motions, such as clap hands, snap fingers, pat thighs, wiggle fingers, circle arms, raise elbows. Word groups  Choose a word with the same number of letters as the number of groups you need. If you need four groups, you could use the word team. (All the letters have to be different.) The class counts off by saying the letters. All the Ts are one group, the Es another, and so on. You can write the letters or words in large print on separate pieces of paper. As each student says her or his letter, she or he holds up the letter so that the same letters can find one another quickly. Create a calendar  Divide the class into 12 groups, and have each group create one month of a calendar on a sheet of newsprint. Each group member will write a significant day or event on the group’s calendar. Post the months so classmates can add important dates and family celebrations to one another’s calendars and share events in their lives. Question box  Set up a question box, and call it “Dear Funny-Bones,” or another humorous name. Encourage students to write humorous questions and jokes and put them in the box. At various moments during the day, invite a student to read a question from the box and invite the class to answer it. Food favourites  Students count off with food combinations, such as the ingredients for a great pizza. For example, “sausage,” “pepperoni,” “cheese,” “mushrooms,” and “onions.”  All “sausages” then come together as a group. Do the same using ingredients for a favorite ice-cream sundae or for trail mix. Card games  A number of books are available on educational card games that show how to use a deck of cards as an educational tool through games that develop memory, number skills, visual/spatial concepts, and problem-solving. Creativity and problem-solving  Students can benefit from problem-solving activities which act as a break from subject-oriented lessons and activities. A number of “mental exercises and warm-ups,” such as brainstorming and synectics, can take up those difficult 15 or 20 minutes of “dead time” at the end of a period. Trivia games  The huge popularity of Trivial Pursuit and similar games can be exploited easily in the classroom. Regular classroom teachers use homemade trivia games to liven up Friday afternoons and to lessen the agony of reviewing course content. Facts versus opinions  The following is a variation on a theme used most often by History and English teachers. Students are given a number of sentences and asked to identify which are fact and which are opinion. Social science and mass media teachers use similar exercises, in which the students examine a short newspaper or magazine article/editorial and separate the facts from the opinions. Directions: If the following statement is fact, circle the F. If, on the other hand, the statement is an opinion, an inference, or a judgment, circle the O. F O She goes to church only to show off her new clothes. F O It was a wonderful car. F O She really thinks a lot of herself. F O Jerry was convicted of theft and served two years in prison. F O Look at that drunken driver. F O For sale: 1995 two-door Ford Mustang. F O A man was killed and twoteenagers injured in an auto accident. F O The performance began at 8:30 sharp. F O He is un-Canadian. Communications  There are several types of writing assignments including the use of social media. Students can write letters, emails, or a “Tweet,” as an exercise in many different subjects. Specify the length required. Also consider the evaluation to be used. History—Students write to a world leader they admire (past or present). Geography—Students write describing another country or region. Languages—Students write to a pen pal in the language they are studying. Art—Students write to their favorite artist, asking questions about the artist’s style, subjects, etc. English—Students write to their parents or to their future child. Using newspapers and magazine articles   An interesting article from the morning’s newspaper or downloaded from the internet can be put to good use in the classroom, so can a short article from a magazine. Students can analyze, dissect, and criticize the article. They can debate a controversial topic raised by the article. They can write their own letter to the editor in reply to an article. Previous Next)
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(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/glenhansman/status/516664577652559872,Glen Hansman on Twitter: "@pozlivingbc @YouthCO You may want to comment on Health & PE curriculum draft: https://t.co/HuzcAzgOks Feedback: https://t.co/yGUHHbchO7" টুইটার অনুসন্ধান অনুসন্ধান টুইটার খুঁজুন সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ ভাষা : বাংলা. हिन्दी Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন টুইটার-এ নতুন ? আজই যোগদান করুন » সাইন ইন করুন ফোন, ইমেল বা ব্যবহারকারীর নাম পাসওয়ার্ড সাইন ইন আমাকে মনে রাখুন পাসওয়ার্ড ভুলে গেছেন? ইতিমধ্যে আপনি কি টেক্সট বার্তার মাধ্যমে টুইটার ব্যবহার করছেন? Positive Living BC ‏ @pozlivingbc ১৯ সেপ্টেম্বর Coming up in October: WISE support group features discussion and presentations for HIV-positive #women: http://ow.ly/i/6akdA  #Health #HIV ফটো দেখুন ছবি লুকান প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট অনুসরণ অনুসরণ করা কর্মসমূহ:অনুসরণ না করা অবরুদ্ধ অবরোধ মুক্ত মুলতুবি বাতিল Glen Hansman ‏ @glenhansman ২৯ সেপ্টেম্বর @pozlivingbc @YouthCO You may want to comment on Health & PE curriculum draft: https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/curriculum  Feedback: https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/feedback-form  প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট ১২:০৩ অপরাহ্ণ - ২৯ সেপ্টেম্বর, ২০১৪ YouthCO ‏ @YouthCO ৩০ সেপ্টেম্বর @glenhansman Thanks for sending this along - we absolutely are going to give feedback! সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Glen Hansman ‏ @glenhansman ১ অক্টোবর @YouthCO Excellent. Important for your organization to weigh in on sexual health component in particular. সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Glen Hansman থেকে কোন আপডেট মিস্ করবেন না © 2014 টুইটার সম্বন্ধে সহায়তা বিজ্ঞপ্তি তথ্য বন্ধ মিডিয়াটিকে চিহ্নিত করুন এটি ইতিমধ্যে সংবেদনশীল কন্টেন্ট ধারণকারী হিসাবে চিহ্নিত হয়েছে। পতাকা তুলুন এটি সম্ভাব্যরূপে অবৈধ বিষয়বস্তুর ধারণকারী হিসেবে। সমর্পণ করা বাতিল মিডিয়াকে চিহ্নিত করা সম্পর্কে আরো জানুন খারিজ বন্ধ পূর্ববর্তী পরবর্তী বন্ধ একজন ব্যক্তির প্রোফাইলে যান সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ বন্ধ আপনার অনুসরণকারীদের এই পুনঃটুইটটি পাঠাবেন? বাতিল পুনঃটুইট বন্ধ আপনি কি নিশ্চিত যে এই টুইট মুছে দিতে চান? বাতিল মুছে ফেলুন বন্ধ রোধ করন বাতিল রোধ করন আপনার টুইটসমুহে একটি অবস্থান যুক্ত করুন যখন একটি অবস্থানের সঙ্গে আপনার টুইট করেন, টুইটার সেই অবস্থান সংরক্ষণ করে। প্রত্যেক টুইটের আগে আপনি আপনার অবস্থান চালু / বন্ধ করতে পারেন, এবং যে কোনও সময় আপনি আপনার অবস্থানের ইতিহাস মুছে ফেলতে পারেন। আরো জানুন অবস্থান চালু করুন এখন নয় স্থান বন্ধ করুন বন্ধ প্রোফাইল সারসংক্ষেপ বন্ধ আপনার তালিকাসমূহ বন্ধ একটি নতুন তালিকা তৈরি করুন নাম তালিকা বিবরণ 100 অক্ষরের কম, ঐচ্ছিক তালিকাসমূহ:গোপনীয়তা সাধারণ · যে কেউ এই তালিকা অনুসরণ করতে পারেন ব্যক্তিগত · শুধুমাত্র আপনিই এই তালিকায় প্রবেশ করতে পারবেন তালিকা সংরক্ষণ করুন বন্ধ বন্ধ এই টুইট স্থাপিত কর আপনার নীচের ওয়েবসাইটে কোডটি অনুলিপি দ্বারা এই টুইট যোগ করুন * আরও জানুন হুম, সার্ভারে পৌঁছনোর একটি সমস্যা ছিল। পরে আবার চেষ্টা করবেন? প্রকৃত টুইট অন্তর্ভুক্ত করুন অন্তর্ভুক্ত মিডিয়া প্রাকদর্শন বন্ধ টুইটারে নিবন্ধন করুন টুইটারে নেই? নিবন্ধন করুন, আপনির পছন্দের বিষয়গুলির সাথে যুক্ত হন, এবং তাদের বিষয়ে হালনাগাদ পান। একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন » বন্ধ দুটি উপায় (প্রেরণ এবং গ্রহণ) শর্ট কোড: দেশ কোড গ্রাহকদের জন্য মার্কিন যুক্তরাষ্ট্র 40404 (যে কোন) কানাডা 21212 (যে কোন) যুক্তরাজ্য 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM হাইতি 40404 Digicel, Voila আয়ারল্যান্ড 51210 Vodafone, O2 ভারত 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance ইন্দোনেশিয়া 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » অন্য দেশসমুহের এসএসএস সংক্ষিপ্ত কোড দেখুন বন্ধ নিশ্চিতকরণ)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=20162,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 3, November/December 2009  Education reforms need democratic values, not pseudo-science By Paul Shaker and Lee Shaker “So another poorly thought out ‘reform’ has been implemented, this time associated with fatal consequences for one poor student and his family.” Deborah Lynch, teacher and former union president, writes in the Chicago Sun-Times on the September 24 beating death of Derrion Albert, 18. Lynch draws the connection between this murder and school reform because Fenger High School, from which the violence spilled forth, is a “turnaround” school. Schools with insufficient standardized test performance eventually face remaking in the wake of US No Child Left Behind policy. In the case of Fenger, this meant removing over 90% of its teachers and replacing them and other staff en masse. At the same time, students are shuffled among schools, further reducing community ties and potentially inciting new conflicts that follow pre-existing neighbourhood loyalties. Albert’s tragic death was the result of such a conflict. Further, it dramatizes the consequences of re-engineering human service institutions without either meaningful consultation with relevant professionals or sufficient attention to interpersonal factors such as social capital. Such drawbacks plague test-driven accountability. Punitive high-stakes testing has become notorious for its authoritarian character and offensiveness to professional educators. Impatient policymakers attempt to resolve complex social problems through the imposition of pseudo-scientific remedies. Our students’ growth is more complex and episodic than such theories allow. In economics, a parallel wake-up call came regarding free market ideology, another failed policy deconstructed as follows by former Federal Reserve Chairman Alan Greenspan before the US Congress in October 2008, “Those of us who have looked to the self-interest of lending institutions to protect shareholder’s equity (myself especially) are in a state of shocked disbelief.” Let us hope there is no “shocked disbelief” sometime in the future about the policies we are implementing to govern BC’s public schools. For the better part of a decade we have experienced a number of policies that cause harm to our public schools. These policies include tightening education funding, suppressing communication among education partners, and valuing education primarily as an arm of the economy. Historically and with citizen support, our schools and teachers have done their part to make BC one of the most desirable places on the planet—and not only in material terms. We can act now to continue that legacy. Clearly, it is difficult to fund an outstanding public program during constrained budgetary times. Resources are limited, and other agencies of government are clamoring for them in order to simply maintain services. This struggle threatens the quality of BC public education: a world-class social enterprise that is in danger of being reduced to mere adequacy through changes in funding priorities. Such a shift has already resulted in the rise of BC university tuition from student-friendly rates to those no better than the Canadian average. Ironically, these policies began when times were good. Additionally, for all of the democratic impulses that exist in the Pacific Northwest, BC education remains a very top-down organization. With the exception of the BCTF, the stakeholder groups are generally muzzled through close Ministry of Education financial control. Even district superintendents, potentially a vital source of insight on schools, are not able to express themselves frankly. The failed and apparently defunct Learning Round Table forum—a ministry response to the 2005 teachers’ job action—is further evidence of our inability to communicate freely among education partners. And, from the start, university faculties of education were excluded from the table although they are uniquely qualified as research-oriented participants in such a discussion. We are diminished and ill-served by casting schools primarily in economic and market terms. When teachers resist high-stakes testing because it narrows the curriculum to what is being tested and encourages the unjust blaming and shaming of schools, they are pushing back on careless intrusion into their profession. A more holistic analysis of effectiveness is an alternative, including such rigorous qualitative methods as teaching portfolios, expert observation, and performance assessment. If there were true consultation in the shaping of policy, political leaders would adopt the forms of reward and recognition that educators find motivating and authentic as is happening in Ontario. We need to have the courage to speak of human and spiritual values and to lead our schools accordingly. Students educated to become enlightened individuals will inevitably provide for the economic needs of society and more. Economic success is a by-product, not the primary purpose of education. British Columbia’s policymakers have ground to make up in education. We have been living off our past investments and priorities, while wasting resources on feuding and false science. Through consensual allocation of resources, an honest commitment to democratic decision-making, and a new appreciation of our historical values, we can restore our position of educational leadership for the benefit of all our children and youth. Your Education Matters Your Education Matters is the only TV program in BC dedicated to addressing education issues beyond the headlines. In Metro Vancouver, on Shaw TV Channel 4: Mondays at 6:30 p.m. and Sundays 9:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. On Vancouver Island, on TV Channels 11 and 4: Last Saturday of each month at 10:00 p.m. and the following Sunday at 9:00 a.m. Paul Shaker is professor emeritus of education at SFU and host of Your Education Matters. Lee Shaker is senior research specialist in the department of politics at Princeton University. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141007,www.huffingtonpost.ca,http://www.huffingtonpost.ca/2014/10/07/photoshop-fails_n_5945184.html,The Photoshop Fail To End All Photoshop Fails View mobile site October 7, 2014 Huffpost Canada Style ca Edition: ca Show/Hide Brasil BR Canada CA Deutschland DE España ES France FR Italia IT 日本 (Japan) JP 한국 (Korea) KR Maghreb MG United Kingdom UK United States US Region: ALL Show/Hide All Canada Alberta British Columbia Québec (en français) Follow Newsletters Get Canada StyleNewsletters Email address Enter Email Address Huffington Post Search Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search iOS app Android app More Log in Create Account Notifications 0 $USERNAME Profile Settings Logout FRONT PAGE Politics Ford Still Doesn't Understand Racism 51 Kenney Posts Photos Of Iraqi Children To Make Case For ISIL Airstrikes 91 Clinton: Canadian Help In ISIL Fight 'Indispensable' 44 Unvetted Judge Joins Supreme Court 42 Canada Sends Advance Team To Middle East 109 Go to Politics More in Politics The Pulse Stephen Harper You Might Also Like US Politics UK Politics Business Porn Company Has A Raunchy Deal For Air Canada Pilots 3 Sun News Just Lost Its Main Source Of Content; What Now? 48 Canadian Cities Surprisingly Unpopular Destinations For Workers 0 This Is How You Rack Up U.S. Roaming Charges While In Canada 14 Look What China Might Actually Build 47 Go to Business More in Business Small Business Money You Might Also Like Tech TechCrunch Autoblog WorldPost Spanish Nurse First To Contract Ebola Outside West Africa 514 It's Been 3 Weeks Since Anyone's Seen Kim And Rumors Are Swirling 91 3 New Findings On ISIS Weapons That You Should Know About 0 WHO: More Cases Of Ebola In Europe Unavoidable 128 Turkish President Says Syrian Town Under Islamic State Siege Is About To Fall 171 Go to WorldPost More in WorldPost Foreign Affairs World Elections Arab Uprising Afghanistan War Syria Crisis You Might Also Like Travel Impact Living 100 Pumpkin Carvings That Will Inspire You 0 Fried Maple Leaves Are A Delicacy In Japan, And We're Jealous 6 WATCH: HuffPost Readers School Us On Toronto's Real Must-Eats 2 Toronto Dubbed Fourth Most Livable City In The World 0 33 Signs You Live In Liberty Village 1 Go to Living You Might Also Like Healthy Living Food Recipes Divorce Women Parentdish Green Post50 Weddings Style Best Halloween Costumes For Men And Women 0 Most Offensive Products In Retail 3 JLaw Goes Topless For Vanity Fair 0 Bridesmaid Dresses You'll Wear Again 0 Canadian Model Coco Rocha Is Pregnant! 4 Go to Style More in Style Beauty Fashion Celeb Style Entertaining and Etiquette Stylelist Canada Wedding Style Home Style You Might Also Like Style (U.S.) Weddings Stylelist Canada Entertainment '7th Heaven' Star Reportedly Confesses To Child Molestation On Tape 382 Beyonce & Nicki Minaj Are Straight Up 'Flawless' In Paris Performance 19 Jennifer Lawrence Breaks Her Silence On Nude Photo Hack 0 Kendra Wilkinson Gets Candid About Those Cheating Rumors 14 Kris Jenner Opens Up About The Late Robert Kardashian 6 Go to Entertainment You Might Also Like Music Celebrity TV Moviefone Arts The Glamorous History Of Pin-Up Like You've Never Seen It Before 3 1 Here Are A Bunch Of F*cking Delightful Artsy Cat Photos. You're Welcome. 3 This Is What It Really Looks Like To Be A Modern Day Nun 8 New Animation-Inspired Art Show Will Make You Yearn For Saturday Morning Cartoons 0 Go to Arts You Might Also Like Books Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Religion Alberta 20 Puppies Found Abandoned In Field 6 Anti-Abortion Postcard Targets Tory MP.. Again 26 Mystery 'GPO Girl' Turns Up In Calgary 0 Jim Prentice: Time A Critical Factor In Alberta Worker Shortage 12 Go to Alberta More in Alberta Alberta Politics Alberta Business Alison Redford Calgary Edmonton British Columbia B.C. Teen Killed By Train Was Wearing Headphones, Texting: RCMP 13 Anthem Singer's Fall Is Lesson In Showmanship 3 Pastafarian Loses B.C. Driver's Licence Over Holy Colander 0 Elderly Asian Women Attacked In Vancouver 0 Lawyers Of Convicted Surrey Six Gangsters Want Mistrial 3 Go to British Columbia More in British Columbia B.C. Politics B.C. Business Christy Clark Vancouver All Sections News Canada Politics Canada Business US Politics US Business World Media Sports Education Crime Weird News Good News Daily Finance Entertainment Entertainment Music TV Celebrity Comedy Arts Books Moviefone Life & Style Living Style Home Healthy Living Taste Weddings Travel Parents Divorce HuffPost 50 Marlo Thomas OWN Tech & Science Tech Science Green Techcrunch Engadget TUAW Joystiq Voices Impact Women Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Religion College Teen Local Quebec (French) Calgary Montreal Ottawa Toronto Vancouver Winnipeg Mapquest Patch.com Our Mobile Apps: iPhone iPad HuffPost Live iPad Android Phone Android Tablet Style Beauty Fashion Celeb Style Entertaining and Etiquette Wedding Style Home Style Hair Most Offensive Products In Retail 2014-10-06 13:27:11 JLaw Goes Topless For Vanity Fair 2014-10-07 11:23:55 Best Halloween Costumes For Men And Women 2014-10-06 14:35:19 LOOK: Matthew McConaughey Wears 'Dazed And Confused' T-Shirt 2014-10-05 21:10:35 Company Claims It's Not Racist In The Worst Way Possible 2014-10-01 11:16:09 This Don Cherry-Like Suit Doesn't Belong To Don Cherry 2014-10-06 11:17:19 Canadian Model Coco Rocha Is Pregnant! 2014-10-06 11:39:44 Bridesmaid Dresses You'll Wear Again 2014-10-06 15:37:08 Plus-Size Model Looks Gorgeous In A Swimsuit 2014-10-03 09:42:13 18 Times Benedict Cumberbatch Looked Like A King 2014-10-07 13:44:23 Fashion Trends We'll Be Wearing Next Spring 2014-10-03 15:48:04 Did Chelsea Clinton Copy Kate Middleton? 2014-10-02 11:13:24 Easy Halloween Costume Ideas 2014-10-03 15:53:21 KStew Teases Us In Sheer Mini-Dress 2014-10-07 08:42:10 Pamela Anderson's Busty Wardrobe Malfunction 2014-10-03 16:30:53 Previous Story Next Story The Photoshop Fail To End All Photoshop Fails The Huffington Post Canada Posted: 10/07/2014 10:10 am EDT Updated: 10/07/2014 10:59 am EDT Share Tweet Email Comment tumblr reddit We've seen some bad Photoshop jobs in our time but the latest Photoshop fail really takes the proverbial cake. The good folks over at BuzzFeed discovered this gem on eBay: the "Fashion sexy Ms Black short hair personality High temperature wire wig." Although the wig may be just what you're looking for if you're going as Rihanna for Halloween, we would advise you against purchasing the product solely based on the horrible (hilarious?) Photoshop job that was done to the model, who we're not sure is even a real person because #photoshopfail. First off, what is up with that chin? That chin is troubling. Secondly: why do the fingers look like that? They're missing parts! And blurry! Is that's what's in now? We're getting too old for this. When Photoshop goes wrong... Close  When Photoshop Goes Wrong... of   When Kristen Stewart (awkwardly) posed on the cover of Glamour's November issue, she too fell victim to the photoshop madness. The potentially cute photo is ruined by a strange choice to cut off half of her arm (which somehow disappears into her leg). In the ad, Victoria's Secret model Lais Ribeiro stands with her torso bent at an angle, but from our viewpoint, it looks like VS spliced two halves of two separate photos together to create one model, bisected by her arms. There's no way any human can have that whittled a ribcage, right? Right? We know for sure that Drew has some sexy curves. Where are her hips? When we first saw these photos of Namibian model Behati Prinsloo for Juicy Couture's fall 2012 jean line, we expected to see signs of Photoshop in Prinsloo's arms, torso or even hips. We were happy to see that the model actually looked pretty natural, until we realized that her left foot in this photo is wonky and she's missing several toes. Not only did Ann Taylor take a few inches off of a model's waist, the brand's website accidentally revealed the "before" shot, thanks to a tech glitch. The "before" is on the left, and Ann's "improved" version is on the right. Oopsies, this model lost her funny bone when the people who were editing Alloy's catalogue released this photo. Gwyneth Paltrow is a women of many talents, but her pose in this Terry Richardson shot seems impossible. Grazia airbrushed one of Megan Fox's tattoos off her April cover. The tattoo that vanished? The Friedrich Nietzsche quote: "And those who were seen dancing were thought to be insane by those who could not hear the music." (Courtesy photo) We know Ralph likes to retouch his models, but can't he leave the animals alone? We're guessing that's an entirely new head on the dog wearing a Polo and that he was just dropped into the image on the right. In this jarring Ann Taylor LOFT photo of Linen Twill Shorts, the model appears to have a thumb emerge directly out of her arm, above the wrist. (LOFT photo) This just shows how advertisements mess up women's perceived image of what the "perfect" body is. This model had perfectly fine-sized breasts but either Free People or Karma Loop decided to enhance the model's right breast, and then promptly forgot to give the other one the extra lift. Natalia Vodianova's July 2012 cover for GQ Russia has the model all out of proportion... and her hair seemingly carved out with the "lasso" tool on Photoshop. In this J. Crew ad, someone went a little crazy with the photoshop and left some very interesting thigh cut-outs. Maybe this model is super-talented and rides some kind of unicycle contraption. We doubt it. This is a case of horrible photoshop. How could Neiman Marcus have assumed that this model's backside could cover up the entire half of a bike? Jessica Alba is the latest victim of over-enthused retouching, on the June 2012 cover of Marie Claire. The whole cover seems washed in a bright pink haze, and something seems a little robot-y about it to us. Maybe it's the way they did her hair? (Courtesy photo) In this printed ad from an Italian haircare line, the female model's legs seem to have gone missing... or perhaps the male model's biceps are so big they conceal them? (PSD photo) Model Angela Linvdall posed for the March cover of Vogue Mexico looking every beauty but also, very elongated. Her neck and jawline seemed to have been smoothed and stretched out or she's a modern-day Stretch Armstrong. It's one thing for model's to have endlessly long legs, but how can a human have more than two knees? Apparently, these models do. In this ad -- if you look closely -- the models' knees are bending but not where the skirt is bending. Optical illusion? Who knows. Bloomingdales turned a perfectly innocent model into a mutant, giving her the pointiest, most elongated elbow we've ever seen. The leg bone is not connected to the hip bone. Period. And for more, check out a dozen or so airbrushed Angel fails. By now, we're used to seeing models' bodies whittled down -- but how about reverse retouching? Like, making someone appear heavier than she is? That's what happened with Kamilla Wladyka who was Photoshopped to look healthier. For the cover of Healthy magazine. And On And On. This model loves Suave's Mango Mandarin body wash so much that she hasn't realized she's an amputee. We don't think the lady model's legs make any sense in Dolce & Gabbana's ad for light blue, although, somehow, 47 percent of you thought everything looked just peachy. We still don't know what this was about but it seems more relevant than ever. Did Wills dye his hair just for the Hello cover shoot? Or was someone playing around with the color and contrast in everyone's favorite retouching program? Here's an interesting spin: model Irina Shayk claims GQ Spain Photoshopped the underwear right off of her and that she never posed in the buff. She's taking the Spanish glossy to court over the pics. "New Zealand's Next Top Model" came under fire for having a 16-year-old contestant pose topless, with only mud smeared across her naked breasts and then posted an unedited picture from the shoot online. The solution? A spray of Photoshopped steam covering up the girl's chest. While Anne Hathaway looked stunning on British GQ's February 2010 issue, something's not quite right with her ultra-smooth armpit... Another Ann Taylor photoshop fail...this time, they took out their airbrushing anger by amputating this poor model's arm! On the January issue of ELLE Czech, model Denisa Dvorakova's arms channeled Barbie's freakishly sharp angled limbs. Furthermore, the synthetic looking visage of her face doesn't adds to her plastic-doll appearance. We're not sure why someone would change Hilary Rhoda's already perfect and sky-high cheekbones to begin with-- but that didn't stop Numero Tokyo from engaging in this photoshop fail. The model's razor-sharp cheekbones were given a little too much tapering...yikes! Some were shocked at Kate Middleton's frail frame in her Alexander McQueen gown on her wedding day. But a Grazia magazine retoucher decided to take it up a notch by airbrushing her already tiny waist, to look just like a life-size Barbie's instead. It seems that Grazia has tried to trick us into thinking the Duchess has the worlds smallest waist. It's hard to even tell that this Maybelline ad features the one-and-only Christy Turlington, who is so airbrushed that she's basically unrecognizable. While the supermodel has always been known for her flawless complexion, her skin is so overly retouched that it bares more resemblance to a 3D animation than Christy herself. CORRECTION: A previous version of this caption identified the makeup brand incorrectly. Louis Vuitton's fall 2010 campaign featuring models Christy Turlington, Karen Elson and Natalia Vodianova is so aesthetically pleasing to look at, that it's hard to notice this photoshop mystery. But if you look closely in the mirror, you'll see a random reflexion in the mirror that doesn't match up with the actual scene going on. Kate Moss and her eight-year-old-daughter Lila Grace are as pretty as can be in this September 2011 Vogue spread. But unfortunately, Lila Grace and her poor fingers are the victims in this photoshop disaster. Kim Kardashian has always embraced her curvy figure--but the original and untouched photo that Complex.com accidentally posted of a thinner Kim says otherwise. This photoshop faux-pass is brought to you by H&M, who decided to give this model a face lift...but literally. We're not quite sure why they choose to make her entire face disappear from a 45 degree view, but whatever the reason, it seriously freaks us out. Even though it was confirmed by a company rep that this was not Photoshopped, it still looks as if there is no horse body behind that model! Photoshop was used and abused on the cover of Charlize Theron's Los Angeles Confidential cover. Her hand looks more like a paw (or claw) as it appears that her fingers have all melted together-- creepy! We're pretty sure that a child was responsible for scribbling up (and coloring in) this photoshop fail. The sketchy image from Walmart appears to be selling a bikini top...but we can't really tell. This Campari campaign morphed Jessica Alba into a much (much) thinner version of herself. While she looks perfectly fit in both images, if the originals hadn't been leaked, we probably would have actually believed the lies...But unfortunately this wasn't the case. While this isn't exactly the worst (or most obvious) photoshop flub we've seen, the original footage from this Ann Taylor campaign tells a different story. The screenshot, taken from a "behind-the-scenes" video, is a much more accurate portrayal of Naomi Watts- who looks way too overly airbrushed in the final version. Someone messed up big time with this unrealistically photoshopped waist on Nordstrom's website. We're so distracted by her startlingly small torso that we can't even focus on the cute orange polo shirt. Note: This caption was edited for clarity's sake. Russian model Anna Selezneva has been stretched to her limit in this photo for German label Set. While her left leg is lifted onto a couch, her right leg has been attacked by some vicious monster that bit right into her thigh! Is it just us, or does Paris Hilton looks faker than ever on this Vanity Fair cover? Her strangely smooth face actually sort of creeps us out to be honest. Does anyone else feel bad for this victim of retouching madness? This Talbot's photoshop abuser settled on giving this poor model only one leg. For being 44 years old, Julia Roberts looks pretty near amazing. And while the actress still looks pretty in this Lancome ad, we just wish they didn't make her skin look so freakishly smooth. From the looks of it, the retouchers airbrushed the life out of Julia Roberts' face, and gave her a plastic visage instead. Victoria's Secret, who is a notorious fan of photoshop abuse, was up to their old tricks again. This time, Model Candice Swanepoel's shoulder joint appears to be disconnected from the rest of her body. Um, should someone tell Marissa Miller that she's missing a limb? Evidently, Victoria's Secret took out a fit of retouching rage on the model's arm. Just wondering, but who is that girl in those recent Rimmel ads? The faulty campaign featured a photoshopped image of someone who resembled a Zooey Deschanel lookalike with plastic surgery gone wrong. Last time we checked, Khloe Kardashian is noticeably taller than both Kim and Kourtney...Khloe, who at 5'10 normally towers over her pint-sized sisters, apparently shrunk down to "fit" the frame for this Sears campaign shot by Annie Leibovitz. And what's going on with Khloe's right hand? It's pretty disturbing that these Ralph Lauren photos somehow got the go-ahead to be published in the first place...The fashion label received harsh criticism for these images featuring an emaciated looking model, who actually more so resembles a bobble head on a skeletal frame. Even more alarming is that the photoshop victim, Filippa Hamilton- claims that she was actually fired by Ralph Lauren for being "too fat." SimpleBe, a UK brand known for catering to plus sizes, has photoshopped this models hand into, what appears to be, a claw. This Target Australia ad contains one major mistake: there seems to be a hand resting on mom's hair. Yeah, that's an extra limb, that we assume belongs to the dad. (Target ad)  Share  Tweet  ✖ Advertisement Share this ✖ close Current Slide Also on HuffPost: More: Photoshop Fail Photoshop Fails Photoshop Photoshop Fashion Fashion Photoshop Photoshopped Ads Photoshop Ads Photoshopped Ad Bad Photoshop Photoshop Gone Wrong Video Suggest a correction Around the Web The Most WTF Celebrity Photoshop Fails Of All Time - BuzzFeed Beyonce proudly shows off REAL body after string of epic Photoshop fails 18 Photoshop fails that you need to see right now Beyoncé Accused of Another Photoshop Fail in Latest Bikini Photo—See for ... No Photoshop here! Beyonce proudly shows off real body after string of ... The 9 Most Creative #PhotoshopRF Images Of Roger Federer   Click here to view Conversations Conversations Most Popular Best Halloween Costumes For Men And Women imgur Most Offensive Products In Retail Zara JLaw Goes Topless For Vanity Fair Patrick Demarchelier/Vanity Fair Easy Halloween Costume Ideas Twitter Bridesmaid Dresses You'll Wear Again Nerida McMurray Photography via Getty Images Pamela Anderson's Busty Wardrobe Malfunction Jason LaVeris via Getty Images Canadian Model Coco Rocha Is Pregnant! ASSOCIATED PRESS Jessica Chastain Poses In Lingerie Interview Fashion Trends We'll Be Wearing Next Spring ASSOCIATED PRESS Plus-Size Model Looks Gorgeous In A Swimsuit Marie Claire Australia Megan Fox Sizzles In Corset Franziska Krug via Getty Images Cool Halloween Lip Makeup Ideas Facebook Best Canadian-Made Wedding Dresses Truvelle Did Chelsea Clinton Copy Kate Middleton? Jeff Bachner INFphoto.com The Photoshop Fail To End All Photoshop Fails ebay This Don Cherry-Like Suit Doesn't Belong To Don Cherry Erie Otters/Twitter LOOK: Rosamund Pike's Style Evolution Getty Images Company Claims It's Not Racist In The Worst Way Possible Dolls Kill KStew Teases Us In Sheer Mini-Dress Dimitrios Kambouris via Getty Images FOLLOW HUFFPOST Email Email Address Options HuffPost Daily Brief Style Get top stories and blog posts emailed to me each day.. Facebook HuffPost Style Twitter HuffPost Follow Style Follow Google Plus HuffPost Style RSS The Huffington Post Style All RSS / Feeds Phone Available on the App Store Android App on Google Play Get it at Blackberry App World Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search advertise log in make HuffPost your home page RSS careers FAQ user agreement privacy policy comment policy about us about our ads contact us Copyright ©2014 TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. "The Huffington Post" is a registered trademark of TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. All rights reserved. Part of HuffPost Style Use this form to alert a HuffPost editor about a factual or typographical error in this story. Notify message * Required * * * What kind of error is this? Choose an option Factual or typographical Comment moderation problem Rights and permissions Other * What is the correction? 0 count Describe the error here (1,000 character limit) * Type the words below so we know you are not a cyborg Sign me up for The Huffington Post's Daily Brief Thank you!)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/contacts.cfm?page=superintendents&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true,BCTF Contacts Home E-mail Lists Links A to Z Index Contact Us Help SITE SEARCH Quick Links BCTF formsBCTF NewsFrançaisLabour linksPensionsTeacher NewsmagazineTeaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Contact Us > Boards of Education Superintendents Boards of Education Superintendents in BC 201213 Ms. Lynn Hauptman Superintendent of Schools SD #5 (Southeast Kootenay) 940 Industrial Road, No. 1 Cranbrook, BC V1C 4C6 Phone: 250-417-2079 Fax: 250-417-2081 lynn.hauptman@sd5.bc.ca Mr. Paul Carriere Superintendent of Schools SD #6 (Rocky Mountain) Box 430 (620-4th Street) Invermere, BC V0A 1K0 Phone: 250-342-9243 Fax: 250-342-6966 paul.carriere@sd6.bc.ca Mr. Jeff Jones Superintendent of Schools SD #8 (Kootenay Lake) 570 Johnstone Road Nelson, BC V1L 6J2 Phone: 250-505-7046 Fax: 250-352-6686 jjones@sd8.bc.ca Ms. Terry Taylor Acting Superintendent of Schools SD #10 (Arrow Lakes) Box 340 Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0 Phone: 250-265-3638 Fax: 250-265-3701 terrytaylor@sd10.bc.ca Mr. Mike Hooker Superintendent of Schools SD #19 (Revelstoke) Bag 5800, 1121 Vernon Ave Revelstoke, BC V0E 2S0 Phone: 250-837-2101 Fax: 250-837-9335 mhooker@sd19.bc.ca Mr. Greg Luterbach Superintendent of Schools SD #20 (Kootenay-Columbia) 2001 Third Avenue Trail, BC V1R 1R6 Phone: 250-368-2224 Fax: 250-364-2470 gluterbach@sd20.bc.ca Mr. Joe Rogers Superintendent of Schools SD #22 (Vernon) 1401 - 15th Street Vernon, BC V1T 8S8 Phone: 250-549-9226 Fax: 250-549-9200 jrogers@sd22.bc.ca Mr. Hugh Gloster Superintendent of Schools SD #23 (Central Okanagan) 1940 Underhill Street Kelowna, BC V1X 5X7 Phone: 250-470-3256 Fax: 250-870-5056 Hugh.Gloster@sd23.bc.ca Mr. Mark Thiessen Superintendent of Schools SD #27 (Cariboo-Chilcotin) 350 Second Avenue North Williams Lake, BC V2G 1Z9 Phone: 250-398-3824 Fax: 250-392-3600 mark.thiessen@sd27.bc.ca Ms. Sue Ellen Miller Superintendent of Schools SD #28 (Quesnel) 401 North Star Rd Quesnel, BC V2J 5K2 Phone: 250-992-8802 Fax: 250-992-7652 sueellenmiller@sd28.bc.ca Ms. Evelyn Novak Superintendent of Schools SD #33 (Chilliwack) 8430 Cessna Drive Chilliwack, BC V2P 7K4 Phone: 604-792-1321 Fax: 604-792-9665 Evelyn_Novak@sd33.bc.ca Mr. Kevin Godden Superintendent of Schools SD #34 (Abbotsford) 2790 Tims Street Abbotsford, BC V2T 4M7 Phone: 604-859-4891 Fax: 604-852-5898 kevin_godden@sd34.bc.ca Ms. Suzanne Hoffman Acting Superintendent of Schools SD #35 (Langley) 4875 - 222nd Street Langley, BC V3A 3Z7 Phone: 604-534-7891 Fax: 604-532-1405 shoffman@sd35.bc.ca Dr. Jodan Tinney Superintendent of Schools SD #36 (Surrey) 14033 92nd Avenue Surrey, BC V3V 0B7 Phone: 604-595-6308 Fax: 604-595-6309 tinney_j@sd36.bc.ca Ms. Dianne Turner Superintendent of Schools SD #37 (Delta) 4585 Harvest Drive Delta, BC V4K 5B4 Phone: 604-952-5340 Fax: 604-952-5379 dturner@deltasd.bc.ca Ms. Moneca Pamer Superintendent of Schools SD #38 (Richmond) 7811 Granville Avenue Richmond, BC V6Y 3E3 Phone: 604-668-6000 Fax: 604-233-0150 mpamer@sd38.bc.ca Mr. Steve Cardwell Superintendent of Schools SD #39 (Vancouver) 1580 West Broadway Vancouver, BC V6J 5K8 Phone: 604-713-5100 Fax: 604-713-5412 scardwell@vsb.bc.ca Mr. John Gaiptman Superintendent of Schools SD #40 (New Westminster) 1001 Columbia St. New Westminster, BC V3M 1C4 Phone: 604-517-6328 Fax: 604-517-6319 gaiptman@sd40.bc.ca Mr. Kevin Kaardal Superintendent of Schools SD #41 (Burnaby) 5325 Kincaid Street Burnaby, BC V5G 1W2 Phone: 604-296-6900 Fax: 604-296-6910 kevin.kaardal@sd41.bc.ca Ms. Laurie Meston Superintendent of Schools SD #42 (Maple Ridge) 22225 Brown Avenue Maple Ridge, BC V2X 8N6 Phone: 604-463-4200 Fax: 604-463-0573 Laurie.Meston@sd42.ca Mr. Tom Grant Superintendent of Schools SD #43 (Coquitlam) 550 Poirier Street Coquitlam, BC V3J 6A7 Phone: 604-939-9201 Fax: 604-936-2932 tgrant@sd43.bc.ca Mr. John Lewis Superintendent of Schools SD #44 (North Vancouver) 721 Chesterfield Avenue North Vancouver, BC V7M 2M5 Phone: 604-903-3444 Fax: 604-903-3449 jlewis@nvsd44.bc.ca Mr. Chris Kennedy Superintendent of Schools SD #45 (West Vancouver) 1075 - 21st Street West Vancouver, BC V7V 4A9 Phone: 604-981-1031 Fax: 604-981-1001 ckennedy@sd45.bc.ca Mr. Patrick Bocking Superintendent of Schools SD #46 (Sunshine Coast) Box 220, 494 South Fletcher Road Gibsons, BC V0N 1V0 Phone: 604-886-8811 Fax: 604-886-4489 pbocking@sd46.bc.ca Mr. Jay Yule Superintendent of Schools SD #47 (Powell River) 4351 Ontario Avenue Powell River, BC V8A 1V3 Phone: 604-414-2600 Fax: 604-485-6435 jyule@sd47.bc.ca Ms. Lisa McCullough Superintendent of Schools SD #48 (Sea to Sky) Box 250 Squamish, BC V0N 3G0 Phone: 604-892-5228 Fax: 604-892-1038 lmccullough@sd48.bc.ca Ms. Norma Hart Superintendent of Schools SD #49 (Central Coast) Bag 130 Hagensborg, BC V0T 1H0 Phone: 250-982-2691 Fax: 250-982-2319 nhart@sd49.bc.ca Mr. Angus Wilson Superintendent of Schools SD #50 (Haida Gwaii) Box 69 Queen Charlotte City, BC V0T 1S0 Phone: 250-559-8471 Fax: 250-559-8849 awilson@sd50.bc.ca Mr. Kevin Argue Superintendent of Schools SD #51 (Boundary) Box 640 (1021 Central Avenue) Grand Forks, BC V0H 1H0 Phone: 250-442-8258 Fax: 250-442-7737 kevin.argue@sd51.bc.ca Ms. Sandra Jones Superintendent of Schools SD #52 (Prince Rupert) 634 - 6th Avenue East Prince Rupert, BC V8J 1X1 Phone: 250-624-6717 Fax: 250-627-0772 sjones@sd52.bc.ca Ms. Beverly Young Superintendent of Schools SD #53 (Okanagan Similkameen) Box 1770 (34061 - 101st Street) Oliver, BC V0H 1T0 Phone: 250-498-3481 Fax: 250-498-4070 byoung@sd53.bc.ca Mr. Chris van der Mark Superintendent of Schools SD #54 (Bulkley Valley) Box 758 Smithers, BC V0J 2N0 Phone: 250-877-6831 Fax: 250-877-6835 ch-vandermark@sd54.bc.ca Mr. Brian Pepper Superintendent of Schools SD #57 (Prince George) 2100 Ferry Avenue Prince George, BC V2L 4R5 Phone: 250-561-6800 Fax: 250-561-6801 bpepper@sd57.bc.ca Mr. Stephen McNiven Superintendent of Schools SD #58 (Nicola Similkameen) Box 4100, Stn Main Merritt, BC V1K 1B8 Phone: 250-378-5161 Fax: 250-378-6263 smcniven@sd58.bc.ca Ms. Kathy Sawchuk Superintendent of Schools SD #59 (Peace River South) 11600 7th Street Dawson Creek, BC V1G 4R8 Phone: 250-782-8571 Fax: 250-782-3204 kathy_sawchuk@mail.sd59.bc.ca Mr. Dave Sloan Superintendent of Schools SD #60 (Peace River North) 10112 - 105 Avenue Fort St. John, BC V1J 4S4 Phone: 250-262-6000 Fax: 250-262-6046 dsloan@prn.bc.ca Ms. Sherri Bell Superintendent of Schools SD #61 (Greater Victoria) 556 Boleskine Road Victoria, BC V8Z 1E8 Phone: 250-475-4162 Fax: 250-475-4112 sbell@sd61.bc.ca Mr. Jim Cambridge Superintendent of Schools SD #62 (Sooke) 3143 Jacklin Road Victoria, BC V9B 5R1 Phone: 250-474-9807 Fax: 250-474-9850 jcambridge@sd62.bc.ca Ms. Nancy MacDonald Superintendent of Schools SD #63 (Saanich) 2125 Keating Cross Road, PO Box 2000 Saanichton, BC V8M 2A5 Phone: 250-652-7332 Fax: 250-652-7360 nmacdonald@sd63.bc.ca Ms. Lisa Halstead Superintendent of Schools SD #64 (Gulf Islands) 112 Rainbow Road Salt Spring Island, BC V8K 2K3 Phone: 250-537-5548 Fax: 250-537-4200 lhalstead@sd64.bc.ca Ms. Wendy Hyer Superintendent of Schools SD #67 (Okanagan Skaha) 425 Jermyn Avenue Penticton, BC V2A 1Z4 Phone: 250-770-7713 Fax: 250-770-7732 whyer@summer.com Mr. Dave Hutchinson Superintendent of Schools SD #68 (Nanaimo) 395 Wakesiah Avenue Nanaimo, BC V9R 3K6 Phone: 250-754-5531 Fax: 250-741-5218 david.hutchinson@sd68.bc.ca Mr. Rollie Koop Superintendent of Schools SD #69 (Qualicum) Box 430 Parksville, BC V9P 2G5 Phone: 250-248-4241 Fax: 250-248-5767 rkoop@sd69.bc.ca Mr. Cam Pinkerton Superintendent of Schools SD #70 (Alberni) 4690 Roger Street Port Alberni, BC V9Y 3Z4 Phone: 250-720-2770 Fax: 250-723-0318 cpinkerton@sd70.bc.ca Ms. Sherry Elwood Superintendent of Schools SD #71 (Comox Valley) 607 Cumberland Road Courtenay, BC V9N 7G5 Phone: 250-334-5500 Fax: 250-334-5552 sherry.elwood@sd71.bc.ca Mr. Tom Longridge Superintendent of Schools SD #72 (Campbell River) 425 Pinecrest Road Campbell River, BC V9W 3P2 Phone: 250-830-2398 Fax: 250-287-2616 tom.longridge@sd72.bc.ca Dr. Terry Sullivan Superintendent of Schools SD #73 (Kamloops-Thompson) 1383 Ninth Avenue Kamloops, BC V2C 3X7 Phone: 250-374-0679 Fax: 250-372-1183 tsullivan@sd73.bc.ca Ms. Teresa Downs Superintendent of Schools SD #74 (Gold Trail) PO Bag 250 (400 Hollis Road) Ashcroft, BC V0K 1A0 Phone: 250-453-9101 Fax: 250-453-2425 tdowns@gw.sd74.bc.ca Mr. Bill Fletcher Superintendent of Schools SD #75 (Mission) 33046 Fourth Avenue Mission, BC V2V 1S5 Phone: 604-814-3701 Fax: 604-826-4640 bill.fletcher@mpsd.ca Dr. Karen Nelson Superintendent of Schools SD #78 (Fraser-Cascade) Bag 3200 (650 Kawkawa Lake Road) Hope, BC V0X 1L4 Phone: 604-869-2411 Fax: 604-869-7400 knelson@sd78.bc.ca Mr. Joe Rhodes Superintendent of Schools SD #79 (Cowichan Valley) 2557 Beverly Street Duncan, BC V9L 2X3 Phone: 250-748-0321 Fax: 250-748-6591 jrhodes@sd79.bc.ca Ms. Diana Samchuck Superintendent of Schools SD #81 (Fort Nelson) Box 87 Fort Nelson, BC V0C 1R0 Phone: 250-774-2591 Fax: 250-774-2598 dsamchuck@sd81.bc.ca Ms. Katherine McIntosh Superintendent of Schools SD #82 (Coast Mountains) 3211 Kenney Street Terrace, BC V8G 3E9 Phone: 250-638-4407 Fax: 888-290-4786 katherine.mcintosh@cmsd.bc.ca Mr. Glenn Borthistle Superintendent of Schools SD #83 (North Okanagan-Shuswap) Box 129 (220 Shuswap Street) Salmon Arm, BC V1E 4N2 Phone: 250-832-2157 Fax: 250-832-9428 gborthis@sd83.bc.ca Mr. Lawrence Tarasoff Superintendent of Schools SD #84 (Vancouver Island West) Box 100 Gold River, BC V0P 1G0 Phone: 250-283-2241 Fax: 250-283-7352 ltarasoff@viw.sd84.bc.ca Dr. Scott Benwell Superintendent of Schools SD #85 (Vancouver Island North) Box 90 Port Hardy, BC V0N 2P0 Phone: 250-949-6618 Fax: 250-949-8792 sbenwell@sd85.bc.ca Mr. Mike Gordon Superintendent of Schools SD #87 (Stikine) Box 190 Dease Lake, BC V0C 1L0 Phone: 250-771-4440 Fax: 250-771-4441 mike.gordon@sd87.bc.ca Ms. Charlene Seguin Superintendent of Schools SD #91 (Nechako Lakes) PO Box 129 (153 E. Connaught Street) Vanderhoof, BC V0J 3A0 Phone: 250-567-2284 Fax: 250-567-4639 cseguin@sd91.bc.ca Mr. Phillipe Brulot Superintendent of Schools SD #92 (Nisga'a) Box 240 New Aiyansh, BC V0J 1A0 Phone: 250-633-2228 Fax: 250-633-2401 pbrulot@nisgaa.bc.ca Mr. Mario Cyr Directeru general/Superintendent of Schools SD #93 (Conseil scolaire francophone) 180 - 10200 Shellbridge Way Richmond, BC V6X 2W7 Phone: 604-214-2601 Fax: 604-214-9881 dg@csf.bc.ca   About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy Close Window Print Page   Boards of Education Superintendents in BC 201213 Ms. Lynn Hauptman Superintendent of Schools SD #5 (Southeast Kootenay) 940 Industrial Road, No. 1 Cranbrook, BC V1C 4C6 Phone: 250-417-2079 Fax: 250-417-2081 lynn.hauptman@sd5.bc.ca Mr. Paul Carriere Superintendent of Schools SD #6 (Rocky Mountain) Box 430 (620-4th Street) Invermere, BC V0A 1K0 Phone: 250-342-9243 Fax: 250-342-6966 paul.carriere@sd6.bc.ca Mr. Jeff Jones Superintendent of Schools SD #8 (Kootenay Lake) 570 Johnstone Road Nelson, BC V1L 6J2 Phone: 250-505-7046 Fax: 250-352-6686 jjones@sd8.bc.ca Ms. Terry Taylor Acting Superintendent of Schools SD #10 (Arrow Lakes) Box 340 Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0 Phone: 250-265-3638 Fax: 250-265-3701 terrytaylor@sd10.bc.ca Mr. Mike Hooker Superintendent of Schools SD #19 (Revelstoke) Bag 5800, 1121 Vernon Ave Revelstoke, BC V0E 2S0 Phone: 250-837-2101 Fax: 250-837-9335 mhooker@sd19.bc.ca Mr. Greg Luterbach Superintendent of Schools SD #20 (Kootenay-Columbia) 2001 Third Avenue Trail, BC V1R 1R6 Phone: 250-368-2224 Fax: 250-364-2470 gluterbach@sd20.bc.ca Mr. Joe Rogers Superintendent of Schools SD #22 (Vernon) 1401 - 15th Street Vernon, BC V1T 8S8 Phone: 250-549-9226 Fax: 250-549-9200 jrogers@sd22.bc.ca Mr. Hugh Gloster Superintendent of Schools SD #23 (Central Okanagan) 1940 Underhill Street Kelowna, BC V1X 5X7 Phone: 250-470-3256 Fax: 250-870-5056 Hugh.Gloster@sd23.bc.ca Mr. Mark Thiessen Superintendent of Schools SD #27 (Cariboo-Chilcotin) 350 Second Avenue North Williams Lake, BC V2G 1Z9 Phone: 250-398-3824 Fax: 250-392-3600 mark.thiessen@sd27.bc.ca Ms. Sue Ellen Miller Superintendent of Schools SD #28 (Quesnel) 401 North Star Rd Quesnel, BC V2J 5K2 Phone: 250-992-8802 Fax: 250-992-7652 sueellenmiller@sd28.bc.ca Ms. Evelyn Novak Superintendent of Schools SD #33 (Chilliwack) 8430 Cessna Drive Chilliwack, BC V2P 7K4 Phone: 604-792-1321 Fax: 604-792-9665 Evelyn_Novak@sd33.bc.ca Mr. Kevin Godden Superintendent of Schools SD #34 (Abbotsford) 2790 Tims Street Abbotsford, BC V2T 4M7 Phone: 604-859-4891 Fax: 604-852-5898 kevin_godden@sd34.bc.ca Ms. Suzanne Hoffman Acting Superintendent of Schools SD #35 (Langley) 4875 - 222nd Street Langley, BC V3A 3Z7 Phone: 604-534-7891 Fax: 604-532-1405 shoffman@sd35.bc.ca Dr. Jodan Tinney Superintendent of Schools SD #36 (Surrey) 14033 92nd Avenue Surrey, BC V3V 0B7 Phone: 604-595-6308 Fax: 604-595-6309 tinney_j@sd36.bc.ca Ms. Dianne Turner Superintendent of Schools SD #37 (Delta) 4585 Harvest Drive Delta, BC V4K 5B4 Phone: 604-952-5340 Fax: 604-952-5379 dturner@deltasd.bc.ca Ms. Moneca Pamer Superintendent of Schools SD #38 (Richmond) 7811 Granville Avenue Richmond, BC V6Y 3E3 Phone: 604-668-6000 Fax: 604-233-0150 mpamer@sd38.bc.ca Mr. Steve Cardwell Superintendent of Schools SD #39 (Vancouver) 1580 West Broadway Vancouver, BC V6J 5K8 Phone: 604-713-5100 Fax: 604-713-5412 scardwell@vsb.bc.ca Mr. John Gaiptman Superintendent of Schools SD #40 (New Westminster) 1001 Columbia St. New Westminster, BC V3M 1C4 Phone: 604-517-6328 Fax: 604-517-6319 gaiptman@sd40.bc.ca Mr. Kevin Kaardal Superintendent of Schools SD #41 (Burnaby) 5325 Kincaid Street Burnaby, BC V5G 1W2 Phone: 604-296-6900 Fax: 604-296-6910 kevin.kaardal@sd41.bc.ca Ms. Laurie Meston Superintendent of Schools SD #42 (Maple Ridge) 22225 Brown Avenue Maple Ridge, BC V2X 8N6 Phone: 604-463-4200 Fax: 604-463-0573 Laurie.Meston@sd42.ca Mr. Tom Grant Superintendent of Schools SD #43 (Coquitlam) 550 Poirier Street Coquitlam, BC V3J 6A7 Phone: 604-939-9201 Fax: 604-936-2932 tgrant@sd43.bc.ca Mr. John Lewis Superintendent of Schools SD #44 (North Vancouver) 721 Chesterfield Avenue North Vancouver, BC V7M 2M5 Phone: 604-903-3444 Fax: 604-903-3449 jlewis@nvsd44.bc.ca Mr. Chris Kennedy Superintendent of Schools SD #45 (West Vancouver) 1075 - 21st Street West Vancouver, BC V7V 4A9 Phone: 604-981-1031 Fax: 604-981-1001 ckennedy@sd45.bc.ca Mr. Patrick Bocking Superintendent of Schools SD #46 (Sunshine Coast) Box 220, 494 South Fletcher Road Gibsons, BC V0N 1V0 Phone: 604-886-8811 Fax: 604-886-4489 pbocking@sd46.bc.ca Mr. Jay Yule Superintendent of Schools SD #47 (Powell River) 4351 Ontario Avenue Powell River, BC V8A 1V3 Phone: 604-414-2600 Fax: 604-485-6435 jyule@sd47.bc.ca Ms. Lisa McCullough Superintendent of Schools SD #48 (Sea to Sky) Box 250 Squamish, BC V0N 3G0 Phone: 604-892-5228 Fax: 604-892-1038 lmccullough@sd48.bc.ca Ms. Norma Hart Superintendent of Schools SD #49 (Central Coast) Bag 130 Hagensborg, BC V0T 1H0 Phone: 250-982-2691 Fax: 250-982-2319 nhart@sd49.bc.ca Mr. Angus Wilson Superintendent of Schools SD #50 (Haida Gwaii) Box 69 Queen Charlotte City, BC V0T 1S0 Phone: 250-559-8471 Fax: 250-559-8849 awilson@sd50.bc.ca Mr. Kevin Argue Superintendent of Schools SD #51 (Boundary) Box 640 (1021 Central Avenue) Grand Forks, BC V0H 1H0 Phone: 250-442-8258 Fax: 250-442-7737 kevin.argue@sd51.bc.ca Ms. Sandra Jones Superintendent of Schools SD #52 (Prince Rupert) 634 - 6th Avenue East Prince Rupert, BC V8J 1X1 Phone: 250-624-6717 Fax: 250-627-0772 sjones@sd52.bc.ca Ms. Beverly Young Superintendent of Schools SD #53 (Okanagan Similkameen) Box 1770 (34061 - 101st Street) Oliver, BC V0H 1T0 Phone: 250-498-3481 Fax: 250-498-4070 byoung@sd53.bc.ca Mr. Chris van der Mark Superintendent of Schools SD #54 (Bulkley Valley) Box 758 Smithers, BC V0J 2N0 Phone: 250-877-6831 Fax: 250-877-6835 ch-vandermark@sd54.bc.ca Mr. Brian Pepper Superintendent of Schools SD #57 (Prince George) 2100 Ferry Avenue Prince George, BC V2L 4R5 Phone: 250-561-6800 Fax: 250-561-6801 bpepper@sd57.bc.ca Mr. Stephen McNiven Superintendent of Schools SD #58 (Nicola Similkameen) Box 4100, Stn Main Merritt, BC V1K 1B8 Phone: 250-378-5161 Fax: 250-378-6263 smcniven@sd58.bc.ca Ms. Kathy Sawchuk Superintendent of Schools SD #59 (Peace River South) 11600 7th Street Dawson Creek, BC V1G 4R8 Phone: 250-782-8571 Fax: 250-782-3204 kathy_sawchuk@mail.sd59.bc.ca Mr. Dave Sloan Superintendent of Schools SD #60 (Peace River North) 10112 - 105 Avenue Fort St. John, BC V1J 4S4 Phone: 250-262-6000 Fax: 250-262-6046 dsloan@prn.bc.ca Ms. Sherri Bell Superintendent of Schools SD #61 (Greater Victoria) 556 Boleskine Road Victoria, BC V8Z 1E8 Phone: 250-475-4162 Fax: 250-475-4112 sbell@sd61.bc.ca Mr. Jim Cambridge Superintendent of Schools SD #62 (Sooke) 3143 Jacklin Road Victoria, BC V9B 5R1 Phone: 250-474-9807 Fax: 250-474-9850 jcambridge@sd62.bc.ca Ms. Nancy MacDonald Superintendent of Schools SD #63 (Saanich) 2125 Keating Cross Road, PO Box 2000 Saanichton, BC V8M 2A5 Phone: 250-652-7332 Fax: 250-652-7360 nmacdonald@sd63.bc.ca Ms. Lisa Halstead Superintendent of Schools SD #64 (Gulf Islands) 112 Rainbow Road Salt Spring Island, BC V8K 2K3 Phone: 250-537-5548 Fax: 250-537-4200 lhalstead@sd64.bc.ca Ms. Wendy Hyer Superintendent of Schools SD #67 (Okanagan Skaha) 425 Jermyn Avenue Penticton, BC V2A 1Z4 Phone: 250-770-7713 Fax: 250-770-7732 whyer@summer.com Mr. Dave Hutchinson Superintendent of Schools SD #68 (Nanaimo) 395 Wakesiah Avenue Nanaimo, BC V9R 3K6 Phone: 250-754-5531 Fax: 250-741-5218 david.hutchinson@sd68.bc.ca Mr. Rollie Koop Superintendent of Schools SD #69 (Qualicum) Box 430 Parksville, BC V9P 2G5 Phone: 250-248-4241 Fax: 250-248-5767 rkoop@sd69.bc.ca Mr. Cam Pinkerton Superintendent of Schools SD #70 (Alberni) 4690 Roger Street Port Alberni, BC V9Y 3Z4 Phone: 250-720-2770 Fax: 250-723-0318 cpinkerton@sd70.bc.ca Ms. Sherry Elwood Superintendent of Schools SD #71 (Comox Valley) 607 Cumberland Road Courtenay, BC V9N 7G5 Phone: 250-334-5500 Fax: 250-334-5552 sherry.elwood@sd71.bc.ca Mr. Tom Longridge Superintendent of Schools SD #72 (Campbell River) 425 Pinecrest Road Campbell River, BC V9W 3P2 Phone: 250-830-2398 Fax: 250-287-2616 tom.longridge@sd72.bc.ca Dr. Terry Sullivan Superintendent of Schools SD #73 (Kamloops-Thompson) 1383 Ninth Avenue Kamloops, BC V2C 3X7 Phone: 250-374-0679 Fax: 250-372-1183 tsullivan@sd73.bc.ca Ms. Teresa Downs Superintendent of Schools SD #74 (Gold Trail) PO Bag 250 (400 Hollis Road) Ashcroft, BC V0K 1A0 Phone: 250-453-9101 Fax: 250-453-2425 tdowns@gw.sd74.bc.ca Mr. Bill Fletcher Superintendent of Schools SD #75 (Mission) 33046 Fourth Avenue Mission, BC V2V 1S5 Phone: 604-814-3701 Fax: 604-826-4640 bill.fletcher@mpsd.ca Dr. Karen Nelson Superintendent of Schools SD #78 (Fraser-Cascade) Bag 3200 (650 Kawkawa Lake Road) Hope, BC V0X 1L4 Phone: 604-869-2411 Fax: 604-869-7400 knelson@sd78.bc.ca Mr. Joe Rhodes Superintendent of Schools SD #79 (Cowichan Valley) 2557 Beverly Street Duncan, BC V9L 2X3 Phone: 250-748-0321 Fax: 250-748-6591 jrhodes@sd79.bc.ca Ms. Diana Samchuck Superintendent of Schools SD #81 (Fort Nelson) Box 87 Fort Nelson, BC V0C 1R0 Phone: 250-774-2591 Fax: 250-774-2598 dsamchuck@sd81.bc.ca Ms. Katherine McIntosh Superintendent of Schools SD #82 (Coast Mountains) 3211 Kenney Street Terrace, BC V8G 3E9 Phone: 250-638-4407 Fax: 888-290-4786 katherine.mcintosh@cmsd.bc.ca Mr. Glenn Borthistle Superintendent of Schools SD #83 (North Okanagan-Shuswap) Box 129 (220 Shuswap Street) Salmon Arm, BC V1E 4N2 Phone: 250-832-2157 Fax: 250-832-9428 gborthis@sd83.bc.ca Mr. Lawrence Tarasoff Superintendent of Schools SD #84 (Vancouver Island West) Box 100 Gold River, BC V0P 1G0 Phone: 250-283-2241 Fax: 250-283-7352 ltarasoff@viw.sd84.bc.ca Dr. Scott Benwell Superintendent of Schools SD #85 (Vancouver Island North) Box 90 Port Hardy, BC V0N 2P0 Phone: 250-949-6618 Fax: 250-949-8792 sbenwell@sd85.bc.ca Mr. Mike Gordon Superintendent of Schools SD #87 (Stikine) Box 190 Dease Lake, BC V0C 1L0 Phone: 250-771-4440 Fax: 250-771-4441 mike.gordon@sd87.bc.ca Ms. Charlene Seguin Superintendent of Schools SD #91 (Nechako Lakes) PO Box 129 (153 E. Connaught Street) Vanderhoof, BC V0J 3A0 Phone: 250-567-2284 Fax: 250-567-4639 cseguin@sd91.bc.ca Mr. Phillipe Brulot Superintendent of Schools SD #92 (Nisga'a) Box 240 New Aiyansh, BC V0J 1A0 Phone: 250-633-2228 Fax: 250-633-2401 pbrulot@nisgaa.bc.ca Mr. Mario Cyr Directeru general/Superintendent of Schools SD #93 (Conseil scolaire francophone) 180 - 10200 Shellbridge Way Richmond, BC V6X 2W7 Phone: 604-214-2601 Fax: 604-214-9881 dg@csf.bc.ca  )
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=23812,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 1, September 2011     Classified advertising  Travel/Vacation WHISTLER CABIN–PINECREST 5 bdrm/ loft, totally renovated with 4 baths, sauna, woodstove, large decks, fully equipped kitchen. By tennis courts and private lake. Seasonal rates from $275/nt. 604-936-3346, e-mail: glush49@gmail.com  WHISTLER Condo. Sleeps 4, views, close to village, 604-943-9423, preddyplace@telus.net. BLACKCOMB Luxury 2 bdrm/loft, 3 bath, sleeps 8, ski-in/ski-out, 604-940-0156. FRANCE. Ultimate vacations, privately owned, beautiful furn. 1 bdrm. central Paris. Wkly/mthly. 604-738-1876, 604-879-4936, irene.roland@gmail.com, www.ultimateparis.com  PUERTO VALLARTA Bright, clean, quiet, 1 bdrm, 2 blks from beach, downtown, $350/wk., monthly rates. 604-608-4268, dbemc@hotmail.com  GULF ISLANDS Deluxe waterfront cottage, 1 bd./sleeps 4, winter and summer rates, call Alma 250-629-3008, www.ainsliepointcottage.com  SOUTH OF FRANCE villa in lively, lovely market town of Limoux. 4 bdrms. Sleeps 8. 2 bathrooms. All mod cons. Near lake and river swimming and historic Carcassonne. Great rates. Deep discounts for long-term, off-season. www.southoffrancerental.com  QUADRA ISLAND private cabin for 2. Panoramic ocean, mountain view, soaker tub, www.lunavista.ca   MAUI Privately owned, beautiful fully furn. 2 bdrm, 2 bath condo, across from Kamaole Beaches. Great complex, Great location. 250-598-6955. MAUI HAWAII, Great S. Kihei location, 1 bdrm. with ocean view, across the street from great beaches. For more information 209-599-5248 or www.maui342.com  WATERFRONT CONDO Birch Bay, WA. 2 bdrm., 2 bath., available for day, week, or weekend rentals. Complex has indoor pool, hot tub, games room. $100/night. Further info contact Teresa, tvfierro@telus.net or 604-831-4080. WATERFRONT P.E.I. Beautiful 3 bdrm. cottage for rent May through Oct., $1700/wk. July and Aug. or $850/wk. spring/fall. Contact: brucehaven@hotmail.com  WHISTLER. Townhouse, sleeps 6, fully equip. 604-925-7669 or Gary 604-669-7212. For rent/exchange VANCOUVER Clean, bright, quiet, centrally located condos at Robson & Bute. 1 bdrm. $95. Daily/wkly/ mthly rates. 604-608-4268, dbemc@hotmail.com  Miscellaneous RETIRING? Join the BC Retired Teachers’ Association. The BCRTA Insurance Plans offer: travel, home, life and legacy planning, long-term care, scholarship for member dependent. Competitive, affordable, comprehensive. For more information, go to www.bcrta.ca or call 604-871-2260, 1-877-683-2243. FOR SALE Southern Gulf Island, 2 bdrm. rancher. $239K, www.mayneislandhome.com  PENSION QUESTIONS? Ask Arnie – now retired and available for expert, personal, one-to-one consultation including pension estimates, options, bridge, CPP/OAS, and pension splitting. Reasonable rates. Call Arnie Lambert at 604-354-5624 or e-mail arnielambert@shaw.ca  FRENCH FIELD TRIPS. Contact Sandy, Burns Bog Conservation Society, 604-572-0373. FIELD TRIPS. K–12 curriculum based. Burns Bog Conservation Society, 604-572-0373. EDUTALKS presents: Marianne Kaplan, creator of the award-winning film, The Boy Inside will discuss the challenges faced by her son, Adam, who has Asperger’s Syndrome. Adam, now 19, will also be speaking. This workshop is relevant for anyone who works with students requiring support with socialization. Friday, October 21 (provincial Pro-D day), at Hycroft, 1489 McRae Avenue, Vancouver. Cost $75. Register at www.edutalksseminars.com  TEACHING POSITIONS IN INTERNATIONAL SCHOOLS through the 24th annual Teachers’ Overseas Recruiting Fair at Queen’s University, January 27–29, 2012. Hundreds of K–12 positions in dozens of countries. Most contracts for 2 years. Pre-registration required. http://educ.queensu.ca/careers  FOR PEAT’S SAKE. A classroom study on Burns Bog and other peatlands. K–7 curriculum based. 206 pages, $59.95 plus HST. Special rate for multiple copies. Burns Bog Conservation Society, 604-572-0373. TECH reTREAT. Two all-day workshops: Integration of iPods, iPads, & Cameras or Notebook 10 Level 1 Training. October 21, 2011, Parksville, BC. Information or registration at www.westviewlearning.ca  YMCA CAMP ELPHINSTONE OUTDOOR CENTRE. Canoeing, kayaking, ropes, team building and much more! “The best camp experience I’ve had!” Bayview School. www.vanymca.org, 604-886-2025. SCHOOL TATOOS 1,000 tattoos with your school’s logo $149. Visit www.schooltattoos.ca, E-mail info@schooltattoos.ca or call 613-567-2636.   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media last tweet "" @ - 12:00am Follow @ last post "" facebook/ - Jan 1st Like Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2011/09/mel-joy-and-bc-trustees-new-approach.html,Staffroom Confidential: Mel Joy and the BC Trustees' new approach? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, September 20, 2011 Mel Joy and the BC Trustees' new approach? When Trustee Mel Joy won a surprise victory to become Chair of the BC Public School Employer's Association (BCPSEA), teachers were hopeful. Could this mean a change in the attitudes and actions of the School Districts' bargaining agent, BCPSEA? Mel Joy said publicly that she would take a "softer" approach than her predecessor, Ron Christiansen. Yesterday's press release put that idea to bed. It seems that BCPSEA has changed Mel Joy, not the other way around. Here are some quotes from the "softer" Mel Joy approach (http://www.bcpsea.bc.ca/documents/Media/00-DS-Arbitrator%20agrees%20with%20employers%27%20association.pdf): "the BCTF has obstructed the process of bargaining" "they resisted complying with the arbitrator's direction" and, "They need to get on with bargaining and make a commitment to work with us to negotiate a collective agreement so students can learn and teachers can teach without any further disruption to the school year." The implication is that teachers are not committed to negotiating. The implication is also that teachers are not teaching and students are not learning. Exactly where does Mel Joy get her evidence for these criticisms? Mel Joy does not sit at the bargaining table. No doubt she is briefed. But at any rate, given BCPSEA's insistence on "net zero" and refusal to counter any cost item, it is hard to see how BCPSEA has commitment but teachers do not. Does "commitment" mean accepting nothing? Is that what BCPSEA and BC Trustees believe? As to the implication that teachers are not teaching and students not learning - this is simply inflammatory.  Teachers have been very careful to ensure that teaching and learning are paramount and in fact, many teachers report having additional time to focus on teaching, planning and assessment. I have no doubt there are more issues in schools that impact students because of oversize and overcrowded classes than from anything related to teachers' job action, yet the BC government has failed to correct class sizes in spite of a Supreme Court ruling saying they must. The reality is that the job action is impacting Principals, Vice Principals, Superintendents and some Trustees. Trustees are teachers' direct employers and should be much bigger participants in negotiations. In fact, this is one of the reasons teachers want more local bargaining - to engage Trustees in meaningful dialogue about local school issues. We could just as easily say that Trustees are abdicating their role and responsibility to negotiate by refusing to bargain more at the local tables. But regardless, there seems to have been little change in the Trustees Association's attitude towards teachers and teacher bargaining. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 11:42 AM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 2 comments: AnonymousSeptember 21, 2011 at 9:26 AM Perhaps the BCTF should be demanding that Ms Joy come to the bargaining table.ReplyDelete AnonymousOctober 18, 2011 at 2:08 PM It makes me very angry when I read things like "teachers need to get on with bargaining" making it sould like they're the ones that are stalling! Bargaining is a give and take; bcpsea want to take and give nothing and they expect the teachers to give up all. Go teachers!!!ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ▼  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ▼  September (10) Does BCPSEA represent the interest of School Trust... BCPSEA pushing American style "reform" agenda Wrong response to poverty and underfunded classroo... Mel Joy and the BC Trustees' new approach? Good riddance to BCeSIS Cranbrook Trustees re-instate recess during job ac... Shameful cuts to BCCPAC funding show "family first... In defense of compassionate care leave Mr. Abbott - the ball is in your court... Guest post: A teacher explains our bargaining posi... ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8818,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, Number 4, March 2004 Gems from high school essays He was as lame as a duck. Not the metaphorical lame duck, either, but a real duck that was actually lame, maybe from stepping on a land mine or something. He was as tall as a six-foot-three-inch tree. Her vocabulary was as bad as, like, whatever. His thoughts tumbled in his head, making and breaking alliances like underpants in a dryer without Cling Free. John and Mary had never met. They were like two hummingbirds who had also never met. She grew on him like she was a colony of e-coli and he was room-temperature Canadian beef. Shots rang out, as shots are wont to do. The little boat gently drifted across the pond exactly the way a bowling ball wouldn’t. The plan was simple, like my brother-in-law Phil. But unlike Phil, this plan just might work. The young fighter had a hungry look, the kind you get from not eating for awhile. Source: Three Quarter Times, Vancouver Folk Song Society, December 2003. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=14288,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 20, Number 2, October 2007 The Fraser Institute’s flawed report card By Noel Herron The midsummer release to an enterprising Globe and Mail reporter (via the Freedom of Information Act) of background briefing notes prepared for Education Minister Shirley Bond on the Fraser Institute’s annual report card on public and private schools in BC provides a devastating indictment of the right-wing think tank’s misleading ranking of schools. With this revelation the shocking lack of forceful criticism by successive education ministers on the Fraser Institute’s approach over the past decade should now come to a grinding halt. The institute’s methodology comes in for a withering critique by Victoria bureaucrats on no less than 23 separate counts of biased, inaccurate, and misleading strategies in preparing and publishing its rankings of schools. The strong denunciation of these widely publicized reports, now emerging from an official government source, echoes the swelling criticisms by teachers, principals, superintendents of schools, school trustees, and some local parent groups. This now makes it more difficult for the Fraser Institute, which many consider has a notoriously anti-public school bias, to dismiss criticisms of its methodology as simply coming from vested interest groups. The institute’s listings have previously come in for an additional scathing technical review from at least one other study (separate from the ministry’s analysis) that challenged both the validity and reliability of its methodology. Adding questionable, interpretative tables to these lists, as the Fraser Institute has done in the past few years, does little to enhance its credibility. All of this certainly won’t stop the monopolistic CanWest media chain through its BC outlets, The Vancouver Sun and The Province newspapers, from publishing 15-page supplements each year ranking almost 1,000 schools across the province. Both of these newspapers, with accompanying so-called "balanced" editorials have strongly supported the Fraser Institute’s approach while patronizingly acknowledging the narrow academic focus it utilizes. But don’t expect either of these newspapers to discontinue publication of their supplements in light of the recent revelations—these biased lists sell far too many papers. Some of the pointed backgrounder criticisms made by ministry of education officials were: ...there is "no consideration of context, region, or socio-economic factors" by the Fraser Institute in its comparative analysis of schools. In other words, public schools like Strathcona Elementary in the heart of the Vancouver’s inner city (with the poorest postal code in Canada) are unfairly compared with elite private schools such as Little Flower Academy or St. George’s in the affluent Westside: ...that three of the Institute’s measures for high schools are based strictly on provincial exams but this "does not take into consideration such components as sports programs, arts, and caring teachers." ...that the over-the-top and misleading claim by the institute that it provides "a detailed picture of each school that is not easily available elsewhere" ignores the fact that both school and district reports supply far more in-depth and comprehensive information. Contrary to the institute’s claims that its annual exercise contributes to "encouraging and assisting all those seeking to improve their schools" with schools moving up a notch or two or more on its scales, there is evidence that its widely publicized results have had a negative and dispiriting impact on schools working hard on genuine school improvement. The simplistic and narrowly focussed test-result approach used by the institute ignores the intersection of varied and complex school components that often combine in different ways to bring about genuine and lasting school improvement. Some of these varied components are: co-operative and supportive leadership by principals ongoing, intensive, professional development by teaching and non-teaching staff systematic curricular goal setting and reviews updating the adequacy of a school’s stock of contemporary teaching supplies and materials voluntary involvement by staff in extra-curricular activities the availability and the hiring of specialized teachers at the elementary level (physical education, ESL, special ed, and French) and at the secondary level (science, technology, ESL and learning assistance, and/or skill development) when needed access to innovative funding at a local level to combat a decade’s worth of offloading and to meet increased demands added resources for schools in disadvantaged areas across the province perhaps most important, a close focus on the development of a warm and welcoming school climate that generates school pride, productivity, and perseverance. In particular, in reference to the latter component, contrary to the Fraser Institute, there is no quick fix for genuine school improvement. And it is patently absurd to state that a flawed ranking system of upwards of 1,000 schools, with some schools moving up a notch or two, offers a clear incentive for school improvement. An experienced observer recently stated that the Fraser Institute’s annual rankings simply serve as a provincial showcase for elite private schools that annually top (surprise, surprise) these lists with their sky high fees and exclusionary (no ESL or kids with special needs ) admission requirements. The invidious, ideological, comparison of these exclusive private schools with outstanding, open, public schools, year after year, is increasingly viewed with tremendous skepticism. It’s quite an understatement to say that the Fraser Institute’s annual report card doesn’t tell the whole story, as CanWest newspapers in Vancouver never tire of reminding us, but it’s quite another matter to allow this misleading approach to go publicly unchallenged from the education minister’s office. The muted responses, and the almost apologetic tone of Shirley Bond and her Liberal predecessors over the past several years in responding to the annual ranking reports have been quite disgraceful. Giving a free pass to the Fraser Institute is no longer acceptable in this province. And while it may hitherto have been politically and ideologically astute for the BC Liberals to provide their toned down, non-responses, the jig is up in Victoria with the minister’s briefing notes now in the public domain. Education ministers must finally step up to the plate and publicly blast this contextless and biased listing for what it is—a well-financed and organized strategy designed to undermine public schools in this province. Noel Herron is a former principal and Vancouver school board trustee. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Foster parents are ordinary people engaged in extraordinary acts of kindness. Join the team! http://t.co/6jUkcsOp6V" @Teresa_Wat - 04:31pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141008,thetyee.ca,http://thetyee.ca/Bios/Sarah_Berman/,News, Articles & Commentary by Sarah Berman | The Tyee About Advertise Follow Support RSS Topic Aboriginal Affairs BC Election 2013 BC Politics Education Energy Environment Federal Politics Film Food Gender + Sexuality Health Housing Labour + Industry Local Economy Media Municipal Politics Music Photo Essays Podcasts Politics Rights + Justice Science + Tech Transportation Travel Urban Planning + Architecture News Culture Opinion National MediaCheck Solutions Join Craving crack civic election coverage? Help fund it... Bios Sarah Berman Sarah Berman's writing has appeared in VICE, Adbusters, Maclean’s, the Globe and Mail, the Vancouver Sun and many others. A lifelong supporter of independent and alternative media, Berman has contributed to nonprofits like Journalists for Human Rights, Megaphone Magazine and Paper Tiger TV. Reporting Beat: Communities, creativity, African media, social justice, culture, music, film, theatre and visual art. Sarah's Connection to BC: Born and raised in London, Ontario, Sarah roadtripped west in search of beaches, tunes, pho and a decent grad program. (Probably in that order.) Twitter: @sarahberms Stories by Sarah Berman Tyee Nets Seasoned Community Builder Meet Jeanette Ageson, new point-person for Tyee Builders from coast to coast to coast. By Sarah Berman, 3 Oct 2014 'Is This Me?': Style Meets Existentialism with 'Women in Clothes' A conversation with contributors to a new fashion tome, co-edited by Sheila Heti. Vancouver launch next week. By Sarah Berman, 27 Sep 2014 Tyee Readers Still Mad as Hell About Teacher Negotiations We asked, thousands answered. Here's how your opinion on the teachers' dispute evolved. By Sarah Berman, 8 Sep 2014 Career 180: A Home Builder Flips to Molding Minds After an injury, Carey Stewart reconstructed his life. Last in a series on British Columbians starting over. By Sarah Berman, 4 Sep 2014 Career 180: With Hours Chopped, Forester Moves to Senior Care After decades in the woods, a job transition made Gale Brownlee take heart. Part of a series. By Sarah Berman, 3 Sep 2014 Career 180: Engineering Gluten-Free Pastry Recession roadblocks turned Eric Ho onto the culinary path of his dreams. Second in a series on BCers starting over. By Sarah Berman, 2 Sep 2014 Career 180: A Desk Jobber Trades Up A PR manager swaps the office for a shop and wrench. First in a series about British Columbians starting over. By Sarah Berman, 1 Sep 2014 Favoured Vision Park Board candidate resigns after pro-masturbation video surfaces By Sarah Berman, 17 Jul 2014 For 'Little Mosque' Creator, 'Everything Is Copy' Zarqa Nawaz gives Islam the Nora Ephron treatment at Vancouver's Indian Summer Festival. By Sarah Berman, 7 Jul 2014 'I Was a PR Campaign': Oil Cleanup Worker As Cold Lake disaster oozes into year two, wildlife rehabber remembers 'insane' media day. By Sarah Berman, 21 May 2014 'A System Designed to Be Controlled by the Centre' In conversation, author Alison Loat reflects on the interviews that informed 'Tragedy in the Commons.' By Sarah Berman, 19 Apr 2014 Tyee National Campaign Hits Target in Night of Overwhelming Support Readers rally to keep the dream of a Tyee reporter in Ottawa alive. By David Beers, Sarah Berman, Geoff D'Auria, Julie Jenkins, Ashley Massmann and Phillip Smith, 19 Nov 2013 Young Bucks in the Mushroom Kingdom It's hard out there for a newbie picker, but the right tips boost morel morale. By Sarah Berman, 26 Oct 2013 Canadian Crowdfunding Just Got Crowded The next Science World exhibition or hydraulic robot gets a boost as Kickstarter arrives, joining BC-tied Indiegogo. By Sarah Berman, 13 Aug 2013 Search and Rescue, Doggy-Style Meet the pioneering pet detectives that have British Columbians paying top dollar. By Sarah Berman, 3 Aug 2013 Beautiful Relationships: Vancouver's Tight Knit Garment Industry Small, creative, stitched together: exploring fashion's local supply chain. Fifth in a series. By Sarah Berman, 6 Mar 2013 BC Liquor announces changes to allow direct sales, in-brewery events By Sarah Berman, 8 Feb 2013 Vancouver council changes zoning to boost artist rental space '14-fold' By Sarah Berman, 6 Feb 2013 Beautiful Relationships: Sweet Cooperation Helps Local Biz Thrive A quest for East Van treats links creameries, breweries and manufacturers. Fourth in a series. By Sarah Berman, 6 Feb 2013 BC to ban all-ages events at several bars and nightclubs By Sarah Berman, 8 Jan 2013 Idea #5: 'You Are Not a Loan' Occupy spin-off buys debt for pennies on the dollar, forgives debtors, shames predator bankers. Fifth in a series. By Sarah Berman, 25 Dec 2012 Women-only Recovery Experiment: Did It Work or Not? Vancouver's Rainier Hotel loses 'heart and soul' of unique addictions treatment program. By Sarah Berman, 18 Dec 2012 Occupy Wall Street's New Job: Disaster Relief How the leaderless movement reignited to fill gaps in New York City's hurricane recovery effort. By Sarah Berman, 10 Nov 2012 On #Occupy anniversary in NYC, new tactics on both sides of police barricades By Sarah Berman, 17 Sep 2012 Vancouver's Underground Music Lab Inside Nite Prison studio, where cross-genre bands breed the city's newest sounds. By Sarah Berman, 12 May 2012 Ban Billboards, Fund Journalism! In São Paulo, advertisers blocked from buying signboard space support publications instead. By Sarah Berman, 10 May 2012 How to Plug BC's Creative Brain Drain Business sectors unite to find ways to keep our brightest talents in the province. By Sarah Berman, 26 Apr 2012 So You Want to Break into Hollywood North Capilano U. is the latest school to promise to help. But self-starters like Chris Clark plunge in without the '$40K handshake.' By Sarah Berman, 20 Feb 2012 BC's Five Looniest Liquor Laws Raise a glass to our lush province's most outlandish legal hangovers. By Sarah Berman, 30 Dec 2011 Idea #3: Unwrap a Gift Economy Use Wall Street's language and build an alternative based on generosity, not greed. By Sarah Berman, 21 Dec 2011 Learning to Love the Swarm Victim of disease and pests, the threatened bee finds a new caretaker in Vancouver's young and eco-savvy. By Sarah Berman, 1 Nov 2011 No Hashtag? No Revolution How did dictators crush dissent before social media? See Malawi, where digital scarcity empowers oppressive rulers. By Sarah Berman, 5 Oct 2011 Surrey asks Health Canada to reveal medical marijuana grow-op locations, citing safety concerns By Sarah Berman, 28 Sep 2011 LNG a chance, not a windfall, says BC throne speech Postmedia could soon own almost every English newspaper in Canada. What could possibly go wrong? VIEW: Voting for your principles is 'strategic voting' Petition opposes BC's 'potential muzzling' of non-profits More troubles for BC's big LNG plans Tirade at Tyee by immigration minister's top aide analyzed tweet by tweet Government slow to respond to FOIs? No need to tell Bob Mackin Converting ferries to LNG will save money, reduce fares: CEO See more » Tyee Video Picks Submitted by Tyee staff, Today Last chance to see 'The Vancouver Asahi' baseball story at VIFF. Where do these videos come from? From you. Suggest one here! Most Popular Can 'Cuisine' Make a Better School Lunch? What I Saw with a German Tour of the Oilsands Don't Give Postmedia More Local Monopolies First Nations 'Front and Centre Now': Pierre Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign How Much Do You Trust Canada's Wireless Giants? Christy Clark's No Pro at LNG Poker BC Filmmaking Duo Passes the Acid Test For Kids, the Meal Is the Message Most Emailed Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign For Kids, the Meal Is the Message Understanding Harper's Evangelical Mission Who'd Be a School Trustee in 2014? Why New Euro-Canada Treaty Is a Gift to Oil Firms BC Filmmaking Duo Passes the Acid Test We Must Heed Naomi Klein's Call China Deal Trumps Province, First Nations on Energy Projects: Treaty Expert Fired Researcher Who Killed Self Was Evaluating Drug Backed by Clark Climate Warriors Must Forge Stronger Alliances, Now Reported Elsewhere Postmedia could soon own almost every English newspaper in Canada (via DeSmog) Petronas CEO warns of 15-year delay to BC LNG project (via G&M) BC government apologizes for firing worker who later killed himself (via the Victoria Times-Colonist) From Tibet to Taiwan, China's outer regions watch Hong Kong protests intently (via the New York Times) It's a shame Jean-Claude Duvalier died a free man, says ex-UN prosecutor (via CBC News) Vancouver's cabbies take aim at Uber (via The Province) Keurig's coffee supremacy challenged by Canadian firm (via Yahoo! News) North and South Korea 'agree to talks' (via BBC News) See more » Your BC: The Tyee's Photo Pool Join The Tyee's Flickr group » View previous selections » Most Commented What I Saw with a German Tour of the Oil Sands (132 comments) Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign (76 comments) 'The Environment Is the Economy': MP Weston (106 comments) Fired Researcher Who Killed Self Was Evaluating Drug Backed by Clark (57 comments) Climate Warriors Must Forge Stronger Alliances, Now (53 comments) ISIS Threat: Let's Refuse to be Scared (79 comments) We Must Heed Naomi Klein's Call (309 comments) Christy Clark's No Pro at LNG Poker (38 comments) Six Steps to Protect Canadians from Flaws in China Trade Deal (128 comments) How Labour Unions Make Us Healthier (31 comments) About The Tyee National Pool Contributors Advertise Contact Funding Jobs Master Classes Privacy Policy Submissions Support The Tyee News Culture Opinion National Mediacheck Solutions Video Publications Tyee News Weekly Archives The Hook Other BC Blogs Reported Elsewhere Steve Burgess Murray Dobbin Michael Geist Crawford Kilian Rafe Mair Andrew Nikiforuk Shannon Rupp Bill Tieleman Dorothy Woodend Follow The Tyee Subscribe by email Subscribe by RSS Tyee Mobile App Managed Hosting by Gossamer Threads × Share article via email Send this article to: Your email address: Your message: Would you like to receive The Tyee's headlines free by email? Yes, every day. Yes, once a week. I already subscribe. No, thanks. Submit Show form again » Close)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "October is #FosterFamilyMonth. Thank you #BC for opening your homes and hearts to more than 5,900 children and youth." @John_Yap - 11:14pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/11/technology-in-school-how-much-is-too.html?showComment=1353614969324,Staffroom Confidential: Technology in school? How much is too much Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, November 20, 2012 Technology in school? How much is too much When a parent visits a daycare, top of their minds is what kind of activities their children will be doing. A typical visit includes a description of the day, from play time, to nap time, to out door time. Most day cares proudly announce that they have no or very little screen time - be it television or computers. But suddenly, the "critical thinkers" in the education policy world think we should be infusing and transforming our schools, including our primary classrooms, with endless numbers of screens and gadgets. Class sets of iPads, BYOD (bring your own device), blended learning...there is a never ending push for more technology in teaching. Just today I had a look at a slideshow from Brian Kuhn, an IT Manager of School District 43. The show is entitled Brittania Elementary Education Technology Ideas (http://www.slideshare.net/bkuhn/britannia-elementary-educational-technology-ideas-nov2012) and displays the so-called wonders of using digital cameras, smart phones, ipads and laptops in elementary school. While no doubt many of the activities presented are fun, engaging, and involve some learning, nowhere was there a critical look at a most basic question: how much technology is appropriate for children? what are the downsides? at what age? and critically, how much is too much? Or, to put it visually, do we want schools with more of this:  (http://www.flickr.com/photos/56155476@N08/6659978347/) or with more of this: (http://www.flickr.com/photos/wwworks/3120816179/sizes/m/in/photostream/) Far away from the education policy makers, other fields of study - notably pediatrics and child psychology - are making some very relevant critiques of the dangers of screen time, particularly for children and teenagers. Dr. Larry Rosen, writing for Psychology Today, describes a recent study of students: "Recently my research team observed nearly 300 middle school, high school and university students studying something important for a mere 15 minutes in their natural environments. We were interested in whether they could maintain focus and, if not, what might be distracting them. Every minute we noted exactly what they were doing, whether they were studying, if they were texting or listening to music or watching television in the background, and if they had a computer screen in front of them and what websites were being visited. The results were startling. First, these students were only able to focus and stay on task for an average of three minutes at a time and nearly all of their distractions came from technology. [By the way, other researchers have found similar attention spans with computer programmers and medical students.] The major culprit: their smartphone and their laptop were providing constant interruptions. We also looked at whether these distractors might predict who was a better student. Not surprisingly those who stayed on task longer and had study strategies were better students. The worst students were those who consumed more media each day and had a preference for working on several tasks at the same time and switching back and forth between them. One additional result stunned us: If they checked Facebook just once during the 15-minute study period they were worse students. It didn’t matter how many times they looked at Facebook; once was enough." (http://www.psychologytoday.com/blog/rewired-the-psychology-technology/201204/attention-alert-study-distraction-reveals-some-surpris) Dr. Marilyn Price-Mitchell, a developmental psychologist, writes on her web site about the effects on children of over stimulation from television: "In 1970, the average age at which children watched television was four years old. Today, the average age is four months. The typical child before the age of five is watching 4 ½ hours of television per day, 40% of their waking hours! Recent studies have linked television to the over-stimulation of an infant’s brain, leading to the development of Attention-Deficit/Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD) in young children." (http://rootsofaction.com/blog/are-we-over-stimulating-young-children-dimitri-christakis/) She is referring to studies by Dr. Dimitri Christakis, MD, on the effect of television viewing on children. Dr. Christakis has produced a TED talk on the topic of media and children, and suggests parents need to ensure their children are on a "media diet". Interestingly, school is one place where children currently escape from their gadgets and screens. But this could be set to change, without much public discussion. This theme is also taken up by Dr. Stuart Shankar, a Canadian researcher involved in the study of self-regulation, who talks about the effects of stress and over stimulation: "What we're seeing is a generation of children whose nervous system is essentially being overstimulated." Reasons included emotional and physiological stressors such as changing marital patterns, parental stress, changes in extended family involvement, increased use of the television, video games and the internet, and exposure to damaging themes via marketing and the media. "We're concerned about the dramatic increase in television viewing, which is a physiological stressor because so much of the brain's energy is used on visual processing," Dr Shanker says. (http://au.news.yahoo.com/thewest/lifestyle/a/-/article/13946118/childrens-stress-levels-soar/) The corporations who stand to make substantial profits from technology in education have spent a decade promoting the "edtech" business. They are single minded - they want as much technology in schools as possible. And they are on the cusp of getting what they want in growing numbers of jurisdictions all over the world. Layers of education policy makers and bureaucrats now mindlessly push technology without any discussion about potential drawbacks or health concerns, but rather just the "more is better" mantra. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 5:57 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 9 comments: Kerry TurnerNovember 22, 2012 at 8:31 AM Dr Larry Rosen also says that, "Social networking can provide tools for teaching in compelling ways that engage young students."ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeNovember 22, 2012 at 4:55 PM True. I don't think Larry Rosen quite gets how much the edtech business is trying to push technology in schools. He's not an educator.Delete Reply AnonymousNovember 22, 2012 at 10:55 AM I understand your concern. That said, when you pose your visual question of whether we want more of this [child on tablet] or this [teacher reading to students], I would answer: I want both at the pedagogically appropriate times. I doesn't need to be one or the other. Furthermore, whether we like it or not, our children and society is changing. I think it's more important for educators to teach children to appropriate use/apply/evaluate/critique technology and media rather than abstain from it.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeNovember 22, 2012 at 11:34 AM You know, I am happy I had my own child 13 years ago, because I look around today and I see little toddlers in restaurants with iphones to keep them busy. I would have done the same thing I bet, but iphones didn't exist then, so we had toys we brought. It is the very engagement of gagdets, and the gamification of educational apps and software, that make them good baby sitters at home and appealing in schools where large classes lead to behaviour issues. Why is it pedagogically appropriate to use iPads in Kindergarden? Why should we begin schooling with the most addictive tools? What does this do to young children who are learning to focus and concentrate? I agree it is not one or the other - I support some technology use in upper grades. But that is not what is going on...right now edu-policy-wonks and edtech businesses would have us believe ALL technology is better.Delete AnonymousNovember 22, 2012 at 5:12 PM "Why is it pedagogically appropriate to us iPads in Kindergarten?" You should ask a K teacher who IS using them. And furthermore, why not? You can ask a Kindergarten student to draw you a picture of a farm and they will give you something that barely resembles anything (which DEFINITELY has it's own merits) or you can give them an iPad and they can construct an environment with drop and drag pictures with environments rich in context. " Why should we begin schooling with the most addictive tools?" "Addictive?" That's a pretty biased way to look at it. Proponents of iPads would use the word "engaging." All in all, the problem I have in with your position is the lack of balance. I concede that there are some issues with technology in the classroom. But they are the same issues that technology is bringing to society as a whole. And to completely ignore the positive that they bring is unjust. Your article simply dissuades those teachers who are on the fence with using technology away from trying to implement them into their teaching. Which in the end does them and their students a disservice.Delete Tara EhrckeNovember 23, 2012 at 8:31 AM If we want to allow young children to explore and learn creatively, there is a good argument that pre-defined drawing and painting programs do just the opposite. Moreover, children are already using these apps and programs at home...why would we replicate that in school? Why not use school for social, natural, interactive play based activities? If our goal is to stuff young children with mass amounts of information, there is evidence that technology such as iPad apps can do that (e.g. increase vocabulary), but it is not clear to me that should be our goal for Kindergarten. Perhaps in limited circumstances with children who have particular deficits coming into school. Addictive - yes. The DSM - V is already considering internet addiction as a diagnosis and there is plenty of evidence from the medical community about addictive behaviours and electronic devices. The programmers who make educational apps know and use addictive techniques on purpose, such as randomly placed rewards that trigger dopamine responses. Read more here: http://topics.nytimes.com/top/features/timestopics/series/your_brain_on_computers/Delete Reply Kevin AmboeNovember 22, 2012 at 11:15 AM Tara, "nowhere was there a critical look at a most basic question: how much technology is appropriate for children? what are the downsides? at what age? and critically, how much is too much?" Do we ask how much pencil time is appropriate? How much worksheet time is too much? The choice of photos was interesting. I want neither situation suggested. A single student reading text is not why I want iPads in classrooms. Children sitting in rows listening to a teacher read a story where they can barely see the photos is also not what I want. This one with an expert showing a student where they can find more information while in the field doing research is a better use that both of the others. http://www.flickr.com/photos/pennstatelive/5815275683/ or even better 3 students having a conversation working on a project together. It is not about the technology. It is about learning. http://www.flickr.com/photos/56155476@N08/6660073135/in/photostream/ I think the issue of primary, intermediate, secondary is a red herring in terms of technology use. We would think it criminal to not teach a student to read until grade 4. Reading is a skill that is integral to learning for their entire life. If we say that primary don't do technology, I would argue that is just as criminal. Students need to be learners and literate citizens for today. iPads are a tool, just like plasticene, just like video cameras, just like paper and pencil that can be used for reading, writing, creating and communicating. No one is used at the exclusion of others. The IRPs were changed years ago now to recognize that reading and writing were to include digital or media. Saying all of that, my personal belief is using the right tool at the right time. If students don't have access to tools, they can't be empowered to make those choices, instead the teacher stays as the one in charge of their learning. We also don't need to accept research of others on related topics and try to draw connections to our work. In Surrey, we are doing more than 70 inquiry based projects investigating teaching and learning with technology. These are teacher directed projects shaped around their inquiry questions. Feedback from K - 12 has been impressive with positive impacts on teachers, students, and student learning. KevinReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeNovember 22, 2012 at 11:27 AM Hi Kevin, Yes - we do ask how many worksheets are appropriate, as we should! And being read to as a group should not disappear...it should simply be done in small enough classes that seeing the book is not an issue. As to early reading, some Montessori advocates think we teach reading much too early, and there is certainly a debate over early learning. Finland begins school at age 7. Here we are trending towards earlier and earlier starting ages. At competitive private schools it is even worse - reading begins at age 3. All of this earlier seems to be driven by some notion that kids need to get further faster. They don't. Childhood should be enjoyed. The question I pose is not whether or not technology can be helpful in teaching (I agree that it can in some circumstances, and that is a pedagogical question), but rather whether those benefits have to be weighed against other considerations, such as health. The evidence from other fields suggest there are considerable health implications including sedentary behaviour and attention disorders. However, even from a learning perspective, there is plenty of evidence that the instant feedback and the hyper engagement of many technologies impacts the degree to which students are able to focus and concentrate. Not all learning is "fun" and not all education should be "edutainment". I am not arguing for zero technology in schools, but right now the ed-tech movement wants us to embrace all the technology without considering either the health or pedagogical questions. That is just wrong.Delete Reply AnonymousNovember 22, 2012 at 12:09 PM I heard about a story, where a school district provided their entire staff with new IPADS because the staff are falling behind the kids in their knowledge of technology. So now we are sending our kids to school to teach the teachers. There needs to be some balance...like previously said, our world is changing so there needs to be some ability to keep up with our technological progress but we need to remember that there was no issues with the way that Learning and Teaching took place to begin with so the old saying "Don't fix whats not broken" applies to this. BALANCE is key...we see it for diets and for excercise and we should be seeing it for learning as well.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ▼  November (6) Technology in school? How much is too much Corporate advertising in public schools Thoughts on parent advocacy and the Moore decision... Technology in a 21st Century Learning Inc world The slow death of special education Attacks on public education are working...where is... ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13068,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 1998 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 11, Number 1, September 1998 Top 10 lesson aids 1 Science K–7 & Multigraded Classrooms: A supplement to the Science K–7 curriculum, Year A.  Susan Martin, K–7 Science Co-ordinator, BCTF, 90p. ©1997. The writing team developed a two-year alternating program with topics unique to the combined classrooms as designated. These topics were developed from commonalities within the prescribed learning outcomes and context statements in the regular K–7 science curriculum. Developed for K/1, 1/2, 2/3, 3/4, 4/5, 5/6 and 6/7 classrooms. LA 8551—$8.75 2 Modified and Adapted Materials Database.  A BCTF research project, 82p. ©1998. A collection of materials that can be used with elementary and secondary students who have learning difficulties. Some useful published materials are also included. The database is designed primarily for use on computer and can be accessed electronically at www.bctf. bc.ca/MAM, suitable for K–12. LA 9912—$6 3 Creative classroom projects for integrating information technology K–7.  Produced by the VSB, ©1997. Includes ideas for using the computer in the classroom or computer lab. It is a collection of classroom projects that successfully integrates the new information technology curriculum in Grades K–7. A variety of themes such as family, owls, explorers, riddles, Egypt and flight can be used. The package gives the teacher many ideas on how to plan computer activities around classroom themes. LA 2101—$14 4 Multi-age classrooms.  Produced by the National Education Association of the U.S., 96p. 1995. Six stories in this resource will assist the teacher team to inspire older students to be mentors; teach integrated thematic lessons; and eliminate retention in grade problems. Teachers will find out how to tailor the curriculum to a mixed-age group, foster co-operative learning, and capitalize on unique group dynamics to enhance student learning. LA PD163—$16.95 5 Teaching to wonder.  Carl Leggo, 144p. ©1997. Intended for secondary English literature teachers and teachers of creative writing and composition. This book is organized around a selection of important contemporary literary theories explained in accessible fashion and linked to teaching strategies in a practical way. It emphasizes contemporary poetry forms that are sure to engage young readers. Each poem is accompanied by a discussion of teaching techniques and suggestions for student activities. Grades 11 and 12. LA 1064—$19.95 6 An adaptive spelling program for the inclusive classroom.  Anne Marie Steele, 17p. 1997. This unit provides teachers with masters and ideas to design a teaching package. It was developed to assist students in learning to spell the core words they most need, and acquire basic spelling rules, yet provide for varied methods and amounts of practise depending on individual use. Included is a sample unit and worksheet template. Grades 17. LA 9911—$3.75 7 Novel study questions for intermediate students.  Tina Drewes, 66p. ©1997. Includes chapter questions on looking for detail, general comprehension and critical thinking for these novels: Banner in the Sky, Blubber, Christinas Ghost, Welcome to Dead House, The Scarecrow Walks at Midnight, I Want To Go Home, Island of the Blue Dolphins, The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe, Maxie, Rosie and Earl, Me and the Terrible Two, My Teacher is an Alien, Murder on the Canadian, On My Honor, Our Man Weston, Sideways Stories from Wayside School, The Summer of the Swans, Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing, Tracker, The Westing Game, The Whipping Boy, The Witch of Blackbird Pond, Who Is Bugs Potter?, Why Would Anyone Have a Crush on Horace Beemis? Grades 47. LA 9007—$7.75 8 The jokes overan interactive exploration of student-to-student sexual harassment in our schools.  Produced by West Coast Education Enterprises Inc. For use with Apple Macintosh and Windows PC systems. ©1997. This interactive C D-Rom written by students for students, helps youth learn about and confront sexual harassment in their schools and communities. Grades 812. LA 2214—$54.95 9 Robert Munsch books: An integrated unit for later primary.  Sandra Holden, Rosemary Anderson, 26p. 1990. Includes story lesson plans that relate to primary goals. The lessons also contain whole language activities, Math Their Way activities, co-operative learning activities, higher thinking skills, a variety of experiences to include all children, and a bibliography with topic reference. LA 8053—$4.75 10 The First Nations land question: A resource package.  First Nations PSA. 1992. This book encourages greater knowledge and understanding of Canadas aboriginal people. It is a starting point for those educators who are concerned about social justice by providing teachers and administrators with resources that address some of the realities of First Nations people. Includes student activities and resources. LA 2618—$11 For a complete listing of over 900 BCTF Lesson Aids, consult the catalogue in your school library or the Lesson Aids online catalogue, www.bctf.ca/LessonAids To order any of the above lesson aids, enclose a cheque payable to the BCTF or authorized purchase order to BCTF Lesson Aids Service, 100-550 West 6th Avenue, Vancouver, BC V5Z 4P2. GST and postage/handling are included in the prices. Orders are sent by return mail. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/issues/research.aspx?id=5854&printPage=true,BCTF > Nanaimo parents of students with Special Needs, focus group report  	Untitled Page  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Issues in Education > Inclusive Education > Research Project Nanaimo parents of students with Special Needs, focus group report Five parents of students with special needs participated in this Focus Group. Each was asked to respond to the following questions: Please tell us about your children, their exceptionalities, the school they attend and whether they are in modified programs or have adaptations within the regular curriculum. Tell us about how you viewed the services provided to your child/children before the current school year, and how they changed over time. In terms of this school year, how do you view the services provided to your child/children, your communication with school staff, and how have they changed? Responses to each question are shown below. Please tell us about your children, their exceptionalities, the school they attend, and whether they are in modified programs or have adaptations within the regular curriculum. The five parents had children who had attended a range of elementary and secondary schools in the district. One had both biological and adoptive children with special needs, and had therefore experienced a range of contacts with various Nanaimo schools, as well as a wide range of exceptionalities. Some of the children of the parents who attended had moved from elementary to secondary as they progressed through the school system, while some had been moved from one school to another at the choice of the parents, who stated that they were wanting to find more-inclusive settings. The parents described a range of exceptionalities in their children, including Tourettes, Severe Learning Disabilities, Seizure Disorder, Quadriplegic, Cerebral Palsy, and Down Syndrome. The parents described a range of adaptations used to facilitate their children’s learning. These included scribing and adapted tests. Some modified programs were also mentioned. Parents described a continuum of placement, from the fully-integrated to the partial use of the separate Life Skills classes. All the parents were strong advocates for their children, and had been actively advocating for them over several years. This provided a perspective over time, but also perhaps reflects the views of those parents highly involved in their children’s schooling, in part because of concerns with what they see as the capacity of schools to include their children effectively. Tell us about how you viewed the services provided to your child/children before the current school year, and how they changed over time. The parents often felt that it was “us versus the system.” Parents felt that they and those who worked in the education system were often in disagreement, and occasionally in conflict, concerning what were appropriate placement and strategies to include their children effectively. The parents spoke of “constant fights,” or “every year being a battle.” Such fights appeared to include almost all educational staff at various times: district staff, school-based Administrative Officers (AOs), teachers, and Special Education Assistants (SEAs). At times such conflict was severely stressful to parents. One said, “I felt betrayed and lied-to by people in school – I did not trust a single person.” One AO was reported as telling a parent that her child was a sociopath and would become a serial killer. Another AO was reported as frequently telephoning a parent and expecting her to come to the school and remove her child at a moment’s notice. Some parents reported concerns with teachers’ attitude towards their children. One was reported to have said: “If he can’t keep up, he shouldn’t be here.” They talked of considerable disparities between some teaching styles and the learning styles of their children, stating that some teachers were unwilling to make any change to their teaching which would have enabled their child to have been included more effectively. They described some years as “lost years for their children,” or said that some periods in school were “a complete write-off,” with little apparent gain or progress. Sometimes the system worked well to include their children, and the chidren progressed both academically and socially. In almost every instance, when the system did or did not work well, the parents attributed such progress (or the lack of it) to individual educators. In the same way that the parents described concerns and conflicts with almost every category of person working in schools, so they similarly recognized and credited all categories of educators with periods of success for their children. One described a “super” SEA. Another described an “incredible” teacher, who did not read the files on the student so as not to be biased, but who started with an open attitude and a willingness to think through what would work best with the parent. Supportive AOs were described who helped the children, supported the teacher, and welcomed the parents. One parent positively described the efforts of staff in one of the district’s alternate settings, where the aim was to reintegrate the child into a regular school through various approaches and strategies. Part of the frustration for these parents appeared to be the unpredictability of the system. They never knew when their children would experience a welcoming and inclusive setting in which they would make academic and social progress, or when the child would, in the perspective of the parents, be largely excluded from appropriate academic and/or social activities. They might experience some success and then consider that success jeopardized because a particular SEA was replaced. Generally, though, the parents stated that they believed their children’s positive experiences tended to be less frequent and shorter-lasting than those which were negative or problematic. The parents had been advocating for their children for many years, and were becoming tired of the struggle. Advocacy for this group had been a constant – they never felt relaxed enough not to carefully monitor the school experiences of their child. They considered themselves as “professional,” meaning that they believed they had gained considerable experience and acquired many skills that could help their child learn. The particular form of advocacy identified by the parents included not only promotion of their children’s rights but also constructive suggestions for strategies and approaches which would work well with their children. Some had purchased teaching resources and given them to teachers. Parents had also formed strong networks which enabled them to advocate more effectively, and to share resources and information. Such networks clearly empowered the parents and reduced their sense of isolation, as well as their frustration in dealing with what they often considered an unfriendly and unwelcoming system. Some parents had initially placed their children in French Immersion settings, but found no support for their exceptionalities there. Those parents whose children had been in French Immersion were bitter about what they considered to be non-support for exceptionalities. Both had subsequently removed their children from French Immersion, one with some immediate gratification as additional support was offered when the child moved to a non-Immersion setting.1 The parents reflected on the difference between what they saw as their children’s legal entitlement to a full and inclusive education, and what they saw as the reality. One parent stated, “Maybe I read the School Act wrong, but I thought all kids should have an education.” While the parents had been critical of some educators, they also believed that the problem with providing a fully-supported inclusive setting was also in part systemic. Some clearly intimated that they believed that there was insufficient funding to ensure adequate support for their children. The parents spoke of money “being sliced every year” from Special Education budgets, which in their view incrementally reduced the capacity of the school system to include their children. These comments also indicate that these parents considered the funding issue to have been a problem for some time. There was considerable frustration with what the parents considered to be the erratic allocation of SEAs. Two issues were discussed – one the problem of finding and maintaining support from a caring and competent SEA, and the other with time allocation. In the first area, the parents spoke of how important the work of the SEA was to their child. Sometimes they found that the SEA working with their child was a “good fit,” with high levels of competence, caring, and skills. But they might as easily find their child spending time with an SEA who was, in the view of the parents, less competent and less caring. This frequently resulted in a series of meetings, and, in some cases, conflict. Part of the erratic nature of SEA support was the knowledge that SEAs could be shifted at any time for a variety of reasons. In some cases, the school might have to reorganize its staffing if students moved into or out of the school. In other cases, the SEA might be “bumped” as CUPE seniority clauses were invoked. In some cases, the parents had found CUPE to be supportive in finding solutions to placement situations, and stated that the union had played a constructive role. Nevertheless, the parents had been concerned about bumping over time, finding it disruptive to their children’s needs for continuity and stability. The parents also spoke about frequent reductions in the hours that SEAs were allocated over several years as funds were reduced over time. This also caused considerable disruption, as schools struggled to provide SEA support with fewer resources to pay for SEAs, reflecting a systemic funding problem. In terms of this school year, how do you view the services provided to your child/children, your communication with school staff, and how have they changed? Several parents were pleased with schools’ efforts to effectively include their children this school year. Some of the statements made by parents included: “It’s working – a beautiful thing.” “This year is a bonus – the teacher has understanding and knowledge.” “It’s better this year – my child is really part of the school. Self-esteem is up, on sports teams, phenomenal Math and Art.” “The teacher is very respectful of my child, and is doing the best he can.” “He likes the teacher, the teacher likes him.” “This teacher is incredibly creative – receptive to the wheelchair, constantly rearranging the classroom (to facilitate participation and access). This guy (teacher) needs to be cloned.” The quantity and range of positive comments about the inclusion of their children this school year was somewhat unexpected after the earlier comments from the parents. But they also reflect the fact that positive inclusionary experiences can and do exist. While there was recognition and appreciation by the parents, there was little sense of celebration. It was as though they had been in this situation before – enjoying the positive but not sure that it could last, as subsequent comments indicated. While there were several positive comments, there were also a number of less-positive statements about problems with implementing inclusion. Parents were noticing that some teachers’ efforts were extraordinary, but were concerned that they could not be sustained. The parents spoke of teachers “working their buns off, trying hard” to make everything work during the current school year. They also stated that teachers seemed “incredibly stressed” this year, and that they as parents were noticing what they described as “a subtle shift in attitude” among teachers. This shift, they implied, was linked to teachers’ workload and stress levels, and was of concern to them if it signalled teacher caution about the manageability of inclusion. One parent spoke of a teacher with an “enormous workload” of 11 hours a day, which the parent described as “unsustainable.” Part of the shift in attitude was reflected in statements made by the parents that, in their view, teachers and AOs appeared more nervous about communicating with parents this year than they had in previous years. The parents considered problems with the implementation of inclusion partly linked to individual educators’ attitudes and capacity, and partly linked to systemic factors, particularly funding. Just as there were glowing reports of welcoming teachers, SEAs, and AOs this school year, there were also more familiar frustrations, repeats of incidents or patterns which, in the parents’ views, had occurred in most years of their children’s schooling. One parent said, “They’ve been doing inclusion for twenty years, but there’s still no apparent process, my kid is still just dumped in a class.” Others spoke of on-going difficulties in placing their children into a range of classes, with little apparent flexibility. One said that her child was just given the same class assignments as all the other children, with no attempt at adaptation. But other comments appeared to focus on systemic issues, and whether the education system actually was inclusive, with statements such as: “The system claims that it welcomes all children, but the dollars are not there to do it.” Another said: “We really question where we’re going with inclusion.” This relatively straightforward statement cuts to the heart of the issue of the province’s inclusionary educational policy. For these parents, there appeared to be a dichotomy between legislation/policy and the reality they observed in schools, with the reality less inclusive than they believed the legislation and policy to indicate. One parent said: “Children who need support should have it and they don’t get it. It’s all about funding.” Another said: “I thought all kids were legally entitled to an education, but my child has only been in school half the time this year.” These comments indicated the parents’ view of the system as at best unresponsive, and possibly discriminatory, in terms of its willingness to include their children. Problems occurring this year were familiar to the parents, as they had occurred in other years. There was almost a sense of monotony and regularity about the barriers and problems the parents perceived when they were happening in schools this year. One said, “We’re always retraining people in the education system – over and over again.” Others said that last year, one AO, or another SEA, was “great,” but that person had been replaced with someone they considered less welcoming, or less skilled. Some spoke of their dealings with the school system as being “a battle every year,” or that some school-based Administrative Officers had a “we know it all” attitude that discouraged parental input, and often developed programs or approaches that the parents considered inappropriate for their children’s learning needs. In one case, busing appeared to be a problem, with safety concerns about a wheelchair being appropriately strapped to its support. In another, parents felt that some teachers were stepping “over the line” of their responsibilities in making statements about what the teachers perceived to be the medication needs of a child. From the parents’ perspectives, such comments crossed into the medical diagnosis domain and should not be the concern of teachers. Teachers’ comments about medication and other issues sometimes made the parents feel that their parenting capacities were being implicitly criticized. If a teacher suggested medication was necessary it implied that the parent was negligent in accessing such medication, while in fact the absence of medication may have been a medical decision. Whatever the problem or difficulty, it almost always was stated in terms of being a person, whether the teacher, AO, or SEA. If the parents were happy with the current experiences of their children in school, there was also a sense of trepidation in case there were changes in personnel. Some spoke of a very positive and productive relationship between their child and a Special Education Assistant, only to see the SEA change assignments and be replaced by another, who was often considered by the parents to be less supportive or less capable. The parents conveyed the sense that they could never stop their vigilance of the school system if they wanted to ensure positive experiences for their children, as their experience told them that things could change suddenly, and for the worse. Compromises were being made between educators and parents, and there was a sense of pragmatism as well as advocacy among the parents. One parent spoke of their child being in a school’s “Skills for Life” class during a portion of the school week. This is a class separate from the regular grade-level class, where the child spent the rest of his school time. Ideally, the parent wanted her child in the regular class for the whole of his schooling, while the school staff preferred that some time be spent in the separate class. The parent’s reflection on this was that “I can’t get everything I want,” but also indicated that she was willing to compromise and be pragmatic in reaching an understanding with school staff. Another spoke of what was considered to be an “academic scrape-through,” meaning that the child was just reaching the pass-level in courses. But rather than this being seen as problematic, the parent considered it to be a “huge success” for the child, both in the sense of the child’s progress, and in terms of the system’s progress in capacity to educate the child. There was no sense that the compromises, or pragmatic approaches, were blunting the parents’ advocacy. They conveyed the impression that they would strongly advocate whenever necessary for their children, but that at times they had to recognize the need for compromise, to balance their advocacy and expectations with the school’s capacity to include their child. There may also have been some sense of compromise at times between what the parents and staff at the school considered appropriate strategies and placements. The parents continue to offer strategies, ideas, and resources to educators which parents believe will help teachers and others to educate their children. Sometimes such offers were positively received, with successful experiences for the child, while at other times the parents felt that they were rejected or inappropriately used by staff at the school their child attended. Strategies, resources, and ideas ranged from a straightforward seating request, to many hours of work developing ideas for programs. One suggestion involved asking the teacher to sit the child at the front of the class, so that the child would know the teacher “was keeping an eye on him.” A parent spent 70 hours working on writing an IEP and program, with the teacher being supportive and providing input. Others reported differences between educators and parents concerning IEPs, with some parents wanting IEPs for each subject. One parent spoke of the materials and resources that had been purchased and provided to the school at the parent’s expense. Some parents felt welcome to drop in to the school at any time with ideas and support, and for dialogue, while others did not feel welcomed by school staff. These efforts by the parents are based in part on their accumulated skills and experiences in living with their child, and partly in reaction to their concerns with the capacity of schools to include their children. In general, the parents conveyed a sense of apathy from educators about their skills in terms of strategies and their knowledge of appropriate resources. Conclusion Several parents spoke of some very positive experiences for their children this school year, showing that inclusion can happen and can be made to work satisfactorily. But there was also a range of frustration and anger with what parents perceived to be the incapacity of the school system to effectively educate their children over time, so that they felt they needed to be constantly vigilant in monitoring the experiences of their children in schools. Data from this session and from the focus-group of parents in Coquitlam show many similarities in terms of what parents are saying, and the tone with which they speak. The parents in both focus groups are essentially making the same kinds of statements, which report mixed capacity to effectively include their children in schools’ learning and social activities, but with many examples of what they perceive to be failures in the system. The tone in which they spoke included resignation, frustration, and anger as they reflected on their struggle over years to advocate for their kids in what they see as a system often short on what the parents considered to be appropriate skills and attitudes. Yet when things work well for their children, they are also generous and acknowledging in their praise and recognition of the efforts of those teachers, AOs, and SEAs who have made things work. Parents may also be identifying the ethical problem identified by teachers in earlier focus groups, though they are not stating the issue in the same terms. The parents spoke of what they perceived to be the increased reluctance of teachers to communicate with them this school year. This reluctance may stem from what teachers described as their concern that what was written in some IEPs may not always reflect the daily reality of a child’s program. If this is the case, then it may be one signal of schools under increasing strain to implement inclusion with fewer resources. There seems to be a considerable “gap” between these parents and most educators who work in educational systems. The gap is reflected in uneasy communications, concerns about approaches, and what the parents see as a “we know best” attitude among many educators. Yet such a gap has been eroded or closed in some instances where educators have shown what the parents believe to be both interest and skill in including and educating their children. These instances speak of attitude and capacity, both crucial to effective inclusion. Parents are also expressing considerable apprehension about the future of inclusion for their children, focusing in part on what they see as not an individual but a systemic failure of the education system. Some of their reflections clearly indicate that they believe that this government (and previous ones) fails to “put its money where its mouth is,” by adequately funding and supporting the inclusion of their children as the government’s policy claims to do. Charlie Naylor BCTF Research April, 2003 ________________________ 1 Data from provincial data collection (1701) shows that French Immersion sites generally include few students with special needs. [back])
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11880,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2000 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 13, Number 2, October 2000 David Yorke retires by Ken Novakowski David Yorke retired from the staff of the BCTF on September 30, 2000. Yorke is not a teacher, but a lawyer. Most B.C. teachers would not recognize his name, Yet David Yorke has had a very significant and positive impact on the rights and working conditions that we all accept today as part of our employment relationship with our employers. Yorke joined the staff of the BCTF in 1980, at a critical time in our struggle to achieve full bargaining rights. He introduced us to many of the aspects of full collective bargaining that were not part of our experience under the limited scope in place at the time. His “Yorke Report” described the bargaining rights that other teachers in Canada and other employees in B.C. enjoyed at the time and provided a case and a direction for us to pursue in the quest for full bargaining rights. His work assisted the Federation in shaping a number of very important “expanded scope” campaigns in the early 1980s, and in 1983 he played a pivotal role in helping us achieve seniority, severance, and layoff language in all of our local agreements. When the provincial government introduced Bills 19 and 20, in 1987, Yorke provided the BCTF with the advice and assistance necessary to mitigate some of the potential problems of the legislation and, more important, guided us through the mechanics and logistics of organizing the sign-up and certification campaign in the fall of 1987. That campaign essentially rebuilt the BCTF into a Federation of 75 local bargaining units. We had indeed become unions with full bargaining rights. When we moved to co-ordinated local bargaining, with full scope and the right to strike, Yorke co-ordinated the production of what became know as the CBH, the Collective Bargaining Handbook. The CBH contained the language for a myriad of rights and working conditions provisions that local bargaining teams used to shape their proposals in district after district; they still exist in collective agreements in every local in the province. When government imposed provincial bargaining on us in 1994, Yorke was there again to provide the necessary advice to restructure and reorganize ourselves for bargaining and contract implementation. Yorke would be the first to downplay his role in the BCTF. He is right when he says it was the teachers of B.C. and their leaders who waged the campaigns and struggled to achieve full bargaining rights. And he is right when he credits the willingness of teachers to take action through their locals with the achievement of solid collective agreements in the early rounds of local bargaining some 10 to 12 years ago. But Yorke was there at all of the critical moments in the last 20 years of our development as a strong and proud union of professionals. And it was his advice and counsel that helped guide us as provincial leaders, as local leaders, as staff, and as members along the paths that would achieve our goals. We will all miss David Yorke’s wise counsel, but his retirement is well deserved, and the legacy of his work with teachers will carry on. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11060&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2002 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 14, Number 6, April 2002 Staff reps go to the LRB by Lynne Sinclair BCPSEA and the Surrey School Board applied to the Labour Relations Board to stop the BCTF Action Plan adopted by the BCTF Representative Assembly. They claimed that the BCTF and the STA were declaring and authorizing an illegal strike. Administrative officers reported to the school board that teachers in large numbers were deciding not to attend meetings scheduled outside instructional hours, were refusing to fundraise, were refusing to cover classes unless ordered to do so, and were deciding not to volunteer for a host of other voluntary activities. "There’s chaos and confusion in the schools," claimed Alan Francis, one of BCPSEA’s lawyers. Surrey AOs sat solemnly in the background, causing one to wonder about the so-called mayhem in the schools. As the days wore on, some AOs gave up, but others stayed to the bitter end, finding novels and newspapers to occupy their time. On the second day of the hearing, 12 staff reps from Surrey attended: Julia MacRae, Johnston Heights Secondary; Al Maxwell, Enver Creek Secondary; Val Watson and Sarb Lalli, Cougar Creek Elementary; Terry Shaw and Ken White, Beaver Creek Elementary; Kevin Amboe, Frank Hurt Secondary; Sharen Cherry, Strawberry Hill Elementary; Brenda Lepine, James Ardiel Elementary; Laurissa Way, Surrey Traditional; and Simon Truelove and Marian Allingham, Senator Reid Elementary. Although their testimony was not necessary, their presence made a difference to the tone of the hearing and the conduct of opposing counsel. For David Chudnovsky, BCTF president, John Wyndham, STA president, Diane MacDonald, BCTF staff lawyer, and me, their solidarity and support were palpable. The employers’ assertions that employers could require teachers to perform extra-curricular activities were abandoned for that day at least. During the hearing, BCPSEA tabled documents and reports provided by some 80 administrative officers in Surrey. The AOs are being used to report on union activity and individual actions of teachers. BCPSEA and the Surrey School Board would provide the documents to the BCTF and the STA only if we promised not to photocopy them or distribute them. They claimed that we were orchestrating a campaign against AOs. The STA had blown the whistle on AOs the previous week by photocopying and distributing all AO reports attached to BCPSEA’s LRB application. Staff reps and other teachers were angered and shocked to discover that their informal, courteous discussions with AOs were being documented and used in public proceedings. It became clear during the cross examination of BCTF President David Chudnovsky that BCPSEA was attempting to do what the legislation did not: to make mandatory those teacher activities that have always been voluntary. The president withstood a day-and-a-half of cross examination, clearly articulating the voluntary nature of a vast number of teacher activities. He passionately expressed the underlying good will of teachers in volunteering for myriad activities. His sincerity and his wealth of teaching experience were convincing. BCPSEA repeatedly tried to unearth a "secret plan" but failed to do so, given that the RA motions are the only components of the BCTF Action Plan. BCPSEA tried to paint a picture of the Wizard of Oz behind the curtain, orchestrating teacher actions, but ended up stuck in Kansas when David Chudnovsky painted a different picture, of individual teachers doing work differently because they are bitter and angry at the government’s betrayal of public education. Teachers will do the work differently with or without union encouragement. The hearing indicates that BCPSEA and the Surrey School Board are not content with the destruction already caused by Bills 27 and 28. They want another power grab—they want to expand teachers’ jobs to include what has always been voluntary, what has always been offered by teachers because they care, not because they are automatons that can be ordered about. At the same time, the employer wants to hide behind the LRB by getting it to issue an order, rather than order teachers themselves. They know that they don’t have the right to demand the performance of voluntary activities, and they know how angry teachers will be if AOs begin to trammel teachers’ professional autonomy. The vice-chair of the LRB was not persuaded that the employer’s description of teacher work was broadly enough defined for her to issue an interim order on anything but the supervision and marking of district standardized tests. We were very pleased with her ruling, but not surprised, given that the activities have always been voluntary. The hearing will resume in April and May for a complete canvassing on what constitutes the work of teachers for the purposes of defining a strike. Meanwhile, the BCTF Action Plan is alive and well, except for FSA and district standardized tests. Individual teachers will continue to make decisions about how to do their work. They will not fundraise, cover for absent colleagues unless ordered to do so, spend personal funds on school materials, mark FSA tests, or do struck work. Members are continuing to find ways to focus on student learning and cut down on administrative and other management-requested tasks. Lynne Sinclair is an assistant director in the BCTF’s Organization Support Division.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9056,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept./Oct. 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, Number 1, Sept./Oct. 2003 Readers write Home schooling questioned Home-schooling programs have become the fashion since the Liberal government increased the amount school districts receive for every student registered for distance/electronic learning. Before last year, the government provided $3,500 per pupil (it is now $5,308) and allowed only 18 of 60 districts to offer the program, with province-wide registration capped at 2,200 students. The restrictions were put in place by the NDP government in 1997 to evaluate the program before allowing mushroomlike growth. A recent issue of Teacher (as noted in The Vancouver Sun, August 18, 2003) said that "the situation could turn into another dot-com fiasco, where districts think they can whip together a program without first finding out if there is a real need or if distance learning is really educationally sound for most students compared with participating in a classroom." Is the situation not already a fiasco? Public schools came about because Egerton Ryerson and other school promoters in the mid-18th Century sought to instill democratic principles and non-sectarian viewpoints in school-age children. Ryerson, superintendent of public schools in Ontario from 1844 to 1876, built a model of education emulated by other provinces in Canada. The very practice of home schooling is a step back in time, a long step back. In many school districts, students are now being offered access to a wide range of educational resources and tutorials that my own students, who integrate with the rest of society, are being denied. Local media have reported that some districts are offering free computers and cash for learning resources to attract out-of-area students. The Surrey School District, where I work, recently heralded in a local newspaper advertisement its New Home Learner Program, replete with "fieldtrips, author visits, parent workshops, daily tutorial drop-in times, assessment of basic skills, success maker software package (retail $300), online courses (Grades 8–12), [and] free educational resources." I know that parents of home-schooled children question the value of a standard school-based educational experience, many wishing to provide their own form of indoctrination, usually of a religious nature. The framers of the house beside mine included two middle-school-aged boys who worked full time with their father. Their home schooling is proving lucrative, but like other forms of child labour, in the very least it deprives them of academic preparation and broad societal experience. It is surprising that governments and school boards--to say nothing of parents themselves--are willing to condemn children to an impoverished, friendless, and segregated learning environment. Brenda LeClair, the deputy superintendent in Langley School District, proclaimed in an interview with The Vancouver Sun (August 18, 2003): "We believe [home-schooling parents] have valuable contributions to make to public education." While the contribution they make is more money for school districts, they also participate in what can be perceived as a form of child abuse. Jim McMurtry Surrey Thanks for Teacher As a retired teacher of two years, having taught for 27 years in B.C. and now retired back home to Australia, I just want to express my thanks for the complimentary copies of the Teacher newsmagazine. I have fond memories of my teaching career in B.C. and involvement in the Federation and local associations. The receipt of the newsmagazine each month is always a welcomed touchstone. Thank you, and good luck with your ongoing endeavours on behalf of the teachers and education system in B.C. Michael T. Duffey Australia More supervision a diversion I am appalled to learn that the Minister of Education is now advocating increased supervision by principals and vice-principals of dedicated and hard-working teachers. Who appoints principals and vice-principals? Lay school trustees, many of whom have hidden or partially political open agendas. Is it not time to review the process of principal and vice-principal appointment? I was privileged, at separate times to sit on the two sides of the bargaining table--as long-time teacher and BCTF employee and later as short-time school trustee. John Church Vancouver Progressive paper not wanted I am writing in response to Brian Lavery’s letter in Teacher, April 2003. I believe that the BCTF should continue to increase assistance to teachers who are having a difficult time in their schools and districts, instead of spending money on "progressive" newspapers and other "progressive" issues. It would be far better for the BCTF to expand support to the overwhelmed and under-appreciated educators who face a hostile or apathetic public. The existing support comes in the form of peer-support programs, the Internal Mediation Service, the mentoring programs, and legal support, as well as a myriad of very useful committees designed to support members. These are but a few of the services that the BCTF provides and should enhance. I want my union to spend my dues strengthening my fellow teachers. The Vancouver Sun was correct when it suggested that the BCTF shouldn’t be be "sticking its nose where it doesn’t belong." Certainly Lavery wants the BCTF to uphold his many favourite "progressive" causes such as condemning the invasion of Iraq, yet I don’t believe any of this benefits us. I want the BCTF to continue to support B.C. teachers and B.C. children. When I read that someone is pushing for the establishment of a "progressive" newspaper, the red flags go up for me. I suspect that Brian Lavery’s politics are not aligned with the majority of our members. I don’t want my BCTF, of which I am a proud member, to go there. I suggest that Lavery spend his evenings and weekends advocating for his "progressive" causes and let the BCTF increase support for B.C.’s teachers and children. Mondy Challmie Central Okanagan Heart-health study Here is an opportunity to become actively involved in your own heart health. Persons in midlife (age 45–64) who live in the Fraser Health Authority Region have the opportunity to participate in the Cardiovascular Health Best Practice Project (CHBPP), a research study offered jointly by Simon Fraser University and the Fraser Health Authority. This project uses report cards and telephone-based lifestyle counselling (no travel required) as tools to motivate participants to improve their heart health through lifestyle change. According to one participant, a former teacher, "the heart health’s report card is a fantastic motivator that has given me a clear picture of where I am, and has made me take ownership of my own health." The CHBPP intervention has assisted this individual in addressing several lifestyle-related risk factors. Since joining the project last year, he has quit smoking, lost 30 lbs. of excess body weight, become physically active, and gained control of his diabetes. Additionally, he has saved $2,000 by walking to the bank daily to deposit the dollars he would previously have spent on cigarettes! Currently, the project has 400 participants and is aiming to recruit another 400. For more information about volunteering for this project, call 604-412-6492 or go to "volunteers needed" at www.harbour.sfu.ca/gero. Minda Chittenden Simon Fraser University Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7900,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 4, January/February 2005 Who took my Primary Program? by Lori Robinson As a primary teacher in this province for almost 20 years, I was always proud that B.C. led the way in developmentally appropriate teaching approaches, especially our Primary Program: A Framework For Teaching (2000) and its predecessor, The Primary Program (1990). However, over the past year, classroom primary teachers in B.C. have had to deal with a growing number of issues. With Federation and PSA Council support, the B.C. Primary Teachers’ Association (BCPTA) is working with teachers to provide support, research, and strategies for dealing with some serious challenges. Data-collection frenzy Some districts have implemented a Kindergarten screener or assessment-data-collection tool that has required K teachers to collect information through individualized assessment of four- and five-year-olds. Some districts intend to use the information to provide "baseline data" for school growth and district accountability plans. Information being collected includes reading level, phonemic awareness, letter recognition, letter-sound knowledge, spelling ability, and writing skills—all in Kindergarten. The Ministry of Education’s curriculum resources currently support Kindergarten as a developmental year; the earliest outcomes are established for late Grade 1. Districts are creating their own lists of expected outcomes, and in some cases, they are setting outcomes that are more difficult for students to attain than the Primary Learning Outcomes established by the Ministry of Education. There are no performance standards for Kindergarten in reading, writing, or numeracy. One local primary chapter reports that K teachers are being asked to administer the assessment tool three times during the K year. Teachers in that local estimate that up to six weeks of teaching/observing/conferencing time is lost in class for that testing. Ready, Set, Learn In September 2004, the minister of education announced Ready, Set, Learn (RSL), to bring three-year-olds into the school for two visits. The program gives schools and districts the opportunity to bring together parents and resource staff from within the district and community to give parents information on support and contacts available to support child development. Each school participating will receive $2,500. This is a positive step to bridging home, school, and community and create an interministerial welcome wagon for families to the public school system. Districts, however, are approaching RSL in a variety of ways. In some cases, teachers are being directed to organize and implement the project on their own time. One Fraser Valley primary chapter president reports that all K teachers were told they had to be at their schools at 6:30 p.m. to host the event with no compensation or time in lieu. Loss of play More teachers are reporting that the play centres and time for learning through play have been reduced over recent years, because of outside influences. Part of this has come from district directions for programs. Time spent at learning centres is, in some classes, being replaced with guided reading, worksheets, and writing practice. Play, advocated by the Primary Program as an essential component in all primary classrooms, is being lost. The Canadian Association for Young Children is quoted in the Primary Program: For over 100 years, researchers have studied play and have found that play: enhances a child’s language development. encourages creativity and problem solving. provides a context through which the child develops representational thought, an essential foundation for reading, mathematics and science. develops higher motivation to learn and develops higher self-esteem (page 33). Primary teachers are concerned that if we become so intent on teaching product-based learning, learning the processes and being an active participant in the learning process will be lost. The Primary Program: A Framework for Teaching, may be downloaded for viewing and printing at www.bced.gov.bc.ca/ primary_program/welcome.htm. Childhood stress I was encouraged to read in a recent Macleans article, "Stressed Out," by Sue Ferguson, November 22, 2004, that parents are starting to strike back at the pressures being placed on children at home and in the school. "Called into action by evidence of mounting stress levels among kids, the [parents] are dedicated to bringing child’s play back to childhood." Ferguson cites educational and medical experts who attribute "anxiety as the most common cause of childhood psychological distress, affecting up to 20% of North American youngsters." The author also homes in on "the term school readiness, "once denoting a child’s ability to separate from her/his parents for a few hours without too much fuss and go to the bathroom by herself/himself, now refers to her/his mastery of early numeracy and literacy skills." The article is available at www.macleans.ca; search for "Stressed Out." Early literacy programs and professional autonomy Increasingly, districts are targeting literacy as a goal in the accountability plans. To do this, some districts are targeting intervention programs for their youngest learners. Instead of looking at young children as "at promise," they are labeling students as being "at risk" for not meeting an arbitrary standard at an early age. There is a definitive loss of autonomy in primary classrooms as districts mandate programs. In a joint position statement from the International Reading Association and the National Association for the Education of Young Children, researchers present many powerful tenets about early literacy programs, including: "Until children reach a certain stage of maturity all exposure to reading and writing, except perhaps being read stories, is a waste of time or even potentially harmful." "Recognizing the early beginnings of literacy acquisition too often has resulted in use of inappropriate teaching practices, suited to older children or adults perhaps, but ineffective with children in preschool, Kindergarten, and the early grades." These powerful statements, part of a joint position statement by the IRA and the NAEYC, titled "Learning to Read and Write: Developmentally Appropriate Practices for Young Children," originally published in Young Children, July 1998, 53 (4): 30–46, are available at www.naeyc.org/ece/critical.asp. Primary teachers are dismayed at the challenges being imposed from outside influences and driven by the quest for accountability. The excellence in our system has always been in the quality of the teaching and learning opportunities in our classrooms. Together, let’s ensure that the Primary Program, the hallmark of our educational excellence, supported by research and practice, is easily found on our desks, in our staffrooms, and in our programs. The B.C. Primary Teachers’ Association works with its members to support developmentally appropriate primary education in this province. More information and updates on current issues may be found on our website: www.bctf.ca/bcpta/. Lori Robinson teaches at Nicola-Canford Elementary School, Lower Nicola, and is the president of the B.C. Primary Teachers’ Association. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=27190&printPage=true,BCTF News Releases  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2012 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  June 1, 2012 Teachers support Musqueam campaign to save ancient burial grounds   The BC Teachers’ Federation is adding its voice to those speaking out in support of the Musqueam people’s efforts to protect their sacred site at Marpole Midden from commercial and condominium development, and to transform the land into a public heritage park.  “As teachers, we take seriously our responsibility to educate the next generations about the history and culture of the First Nations of this land,” said BCTF President Susan Lambert.  “The Marpole Midden contains the remains of a major Coast Salish village dating back 4,000 years. Its presence stands as yet another reminder that this land was occupied long before colonization. This archeological site will also provide invaluable educational opportunities for future students and scholars.” In 1933 the federal government declared the midden as a Canadian National Historic Site. The abundance of artifacts, including beads and carvings, discovered there provide powerful evidence of the wealth of the precontact settlement. In addition, it is known to have been an important burial site, with hundreds of human remains found there. “Our respect for the integrity of the site must be a priority because it represents our respect for the Aboriginal history of our province. Vancouver is a relatively young city, but the history of human habitation on this unceded Coast Salish territory stretches back millennia,” Lambert noted. “We need to expand knowledge and awareness of indigenous history and current issues as a means to redressing historical injustices. Paving over such a significant historical site is not the way to go.” Currently, the Musqueam are engaged in constructive discussions with the developer and the City of Vancouver to resolve the impasse. However, the provincial government has appointed a mediator, but will not engage directly in the process.   The BCTF is calling on the provincial government to respect Article 11 of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, to which Canada is signatory. It states: “Indigenous peoples have the right to practice and revitalize their cultural traditions and customs. This includes the right to maintain, protect, and develop the past, present, and future manifestations of their cultures, such as archaeological and historical sites…”  For more information about the history of the Marpole Midden, please see: http://www.musqueam.bc.ca/c%CC%93%C9%99sna%CA%94%C9%99m. -  30  - For more information, contact Nancy Knickerbocker, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell).)
(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2011/06/myth-of-me-too-clause.html,Staffroom Confidential: The myth of the "me too" clause Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Saturday, June 18, 2011 The myth of the "me too" clause Back in April, Minister of Education George Abbott all but eliminated the possibility of wage increases for teachers because of the dreaded "me too" clause. Vaughan Palmer reported: If the B.C. Liberals were to grant a pay raise to school teachers in the current contract negotiations, it would be contractually obliged to grant retroactive increases to other public sector workers as well. So says Education Minister George Abbott, referencing "me-too" clauses in a number of public sector union contracts, signed over the past two years. (http://communities.canada.com/vancouversun/blogs/viewfromtheledge/archive/2011/04/08/me-too-clauses-a-barrier-to-any-raise-for-teachers-says-abbott.aspx) And yet there is a very good case for wage increases for teachers. BC teachers have fallen to the bottom of the pack in cross Canada comparisons. By September 6, the start of the new school year, a teacher in Vancouver at the top of the pay scale will be earning over $21, 000 less than a teacher in Edmonton. On average, BC teachers will rank 9th in the provinces/territories, with only Quebec, PEI and Newfoundland behind us. In Saskatchewan, where teachers salaries are currently just slightly ahead of BC, teachers are asking for significant increases in order to catch up with western Canadian averages. This fall, Alberta teachers will receive a 4.4% increase, and Ontario teachers will receive a 3% increase. And we are behind not just in salary. On class size, preparation time and benefits, BC teachers are near the bottom. But will it cost the province to give teachers a raise? I have yet to see an actual "me too" clause signed by a public sector union. What there are is "renegotiate" clauses. That is, if the government breaks the so-called wage mandate, other unions will have the right to try and renegotiate. And so they should. With inflation running above 3%, all public sector workers should be able to maintain their purchasing power and salary levels. But how many clauses are actually out there? I'd like Mr. Abbott to show me, because the same government "mandate" that force the "net zero", also forced the exclusion of "me too" clauses. We bargain with BCPSEA. Here is what they have to say about the wage mandate and me too clauses: Me Too Clause The inclusion of a “Me Too Clause” (i.e., a clause which would grant an increase in compensation to union A if Union B were to receive a compensation increase greater than that received by Union A) is to be avoided. Those collective agreements that contain such a clause will not be ratified by the BCPSEA Board of Directors if there is any chance that the “Me Too Clause” will result in a settlement greater than that permitted under the monetary limits. Any “Me Too Clause” must be subject to the PSEC Compensation Mandate in effect at the same time as the clause would take effect. (http://www.bcpsea.bc.ca/documents/SupportStaff-PoliciesDocs/94-03.pdf) So if any union has actually negotiated a REAL "me too" clause, then they have broken the mandate. Which one is it Mr. Abbott? Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 11:34 AM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 3 comments: AnonymousJune 20, 2011 at 9:10 AM The document you linked to is dated February 7, 2003 and the document properties show it was created 11/18/2004. Are you sure this document is still the authority on BCPSEA bargaining?ReplyDelete Tara EhrckeJune 20, 2011 at 9:47 AM Yes, I actually have the PSEC (Public Sector Employer's Council) document on Mandate 2010 which includes similar language, but that is not a public document and so I did not include it here.ReplyDelete AnonymousJune 20, 2011 at 11:01 AM Thank you for the confirmation and prompt reply.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ▼  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ▼  June (14) Saanich board convinces gov't to release hold-back... BC teachers vote 90% in favour of job action Trustees give raise for themselves, but propose ze... Why does the CUPW dispute matter for teachers and ... Community Social Services workers prepare for job ... BCPSEA, Gov't and Trustees: Proposing Wisconsin No... A 21st Century Educator Personalized Learning: Portfolio writ large? The myth of the "me too" clause Saanich Board submits deficit budget BCPSEA: Fostering division and polarization or pro... Wondering what "personlized learning" means? Just ... Strategic facilities plans - a plan for more schoo... Back to the Future? Will the Liberals under Christ... ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=19498,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 1, September 2009  BCTF Internal Mediation Service By Dean Chatterson and Kelly Shields Experiencing conflict at work? Are you having a difficult time working with a colleague? Are you having trouble communicating in your professional life? Are you feeling frustrated, vulnerable, or attacked? Is a working relationship breaking down? As terrible as these situations sound, if you answered yes, you are probably not alone. Sometimes intelligent, articulate, sensitive, and caring professionals find themselves in circumstances that are both surprising and desperate. They feel devastated when they are unable to find a way out of the difficulties. The BCTF Internal Mediation Service may be able to help. Here is a series of answers to FAQs about the service and information about how you can request help. 1. What is mediation? Mediation is a carefully designed process that brings people together in conversations, with mediators present, to help them reach a resolution to a dispute. 2. What is the IMS? The IMS is a team of volunteer BCTF members, trained and experienced as mediators, who work with teachers and others to help resolve workplace conflicts. 3. What is the IMS mandate? The mandate can be found in the Members’ Guide to the BCTF, section 32.02—(a) “to mediate disputes that threaten good relationships among active members and others as appropriate.” 4. Who is it for? Any active BCTF member is eligible to make a request for assistance. 5. What type of situation does the IMS deal with? The service can help to resolve a variety of conflict situations including disputes about: a. ethical conduct, including speaking about colleagues or students. b. communication about or with students, parents, administrators, support staff, and/or the public. c. respectful professional relations. d. social interactions. e. resources and/or funding. f. duties, roles, and responsibilities. g. professional responsibilities, including student discipline, teaching style or methods, or assessment techniques. h. professional practice. i. decision making, policies, and procedures. j. school culture and climate. k. local association or other BCTF committee issues, executive roles and/or constitutional issues. 6. How do we access the service? a. Members may obtain the services of the IMS by communicating with Kelly Shields, assistant director, BCTF Professional and Social Issues Division. For further information, contact Kelly Shields, kshields@bctf.ca. b. You may also contact your local president. 7. How do I initiate the process?  a. You will be asked to complete a “Pre-Mediation Assessment Form” to make a formal request to initiate the service. (Available from Pat Balango at the BCTF, pbalango@bctf.ca, 604-871-1800, or toll free 1-800-663-9163. b. Both parties must complete a form before the process can be initiated. 8. What happens next? As soon as both parties agree to participate, here is what occurs: a. Two mediators are assigned. b. The mediators contact the parties to establish a schedule. (Usually two days of meetings.) c. On the first day, the mediators interview each individual so that each can give a complete account of the situation from their perspective. d. On the second day, the mediators meet with both parties together for a conversation carefully structured to ensure a respectful and safe atmosphere in which mutually acceptable resolutions can be explored. e. The mediators follow up with the parties to help ensure agreements are sustained. 9. Who pays?  a. TTOC costs and meeting expenses are covered by either the local, the BCTF or, in some cases, shared by both. b. Mediator expenses, including travel, meals, accommodation, and release time are generally at BCTF expense. 10.What about confidentiality?  All proceedings and information shared during the process are strictly confidential between the participants and the mediators. a. Any notes taken by the mediators during the discussions are shredded upon completion of the process. b. The mediators report to no one. c. The participants are also expected to respect the confidentiality of the proceedings. 11.What about the Code of Ethics? Can I name names? For the purposes of the individual interviews, the provisions of the Code of Ethics are set aside so that each person’s perspective can be clearly presented to the mediators. Names can be used during the confidential individual interviews. 12.I’m nervous; will I be safe? a. Mediators are trained to ensure that conversations are conducted respectfully and safely for all parties. b. Most mediations involve people who are feeling hurt and vulnerable. In order for the sessions to proceed successfully, mediators are trained to ensure that both parties feel secure as they meet with neutral mediators present. c. Participation in mediation is voluntary, each person and/or the mediators, have the right to withdraw from the process at any time. 13. Can I be sure that I won’t be blamed or attacked? Yes. a. Mediators are trained to ensure that situations are not made worse. b. The mediation process often helps to reveal balanced and/or shared perspectives that may not have been previously evident. 14. Will it work to make our situation better? There are no guarantees, however: a. In the majority of cases, satisfactory and sustainable resolutions are achieved. b. Even in cases where the substantive issues remain unresolved, participants are often able to work together more respectfully and comfortably. c. Mediation often provides a more satisfying and sustainable resolution than alternatives like formal complaints, grievances, or litigation. d. The mediators do their very best to help participants ease the difficult situations in which they find themselves. Mediators are good listeners. 15. What is my next step? Call Kelly Shields or Pat Balango at the BCTF (1-800-663-9163 or 604-871-1803) for more information and guidance about whether the service may be of help. Dean Chatterson is co-chair of the Internal Mediation Service and Kelly Shields is assistant director, Professional and Social Issues Division. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141007,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/issues/research.aspx?id=5814,BCTF > Key views of specialist teachers at School J Secondary, Nanaimo, B.C.  	Untitled Page  For Teachers For Parents For Media Home E-mail Lists Links A to Z Index Contact Us Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources Home > Issues in Education > Inclusive Education > Research Project Key views of specialist teachers at School J Secondary, Nanaimo, B.C. by Bob Esliger Spring 2003 Executive Summary Introduction Five specialist support teachers at School J Secondary met to volunteer their perspectives on services provided to students with special needs and to ESL students in the school, and how these services have changed over time and in this school year. They also considered their roles as specialist support teachers, and how such roles had changed over time. Specialist teacher demographics The five specialist support teachers were highly experienced, both as subject/classroom teachers, and as specialist support teachers, as can be seen below: Teacher Total teaching years Years as a specialist teacher 1 33 17 2 22 20 3 14 5 4 25 13 5 28 24 Common themes and perspectives There are fewer services delivered to a smaller number of students and only to those most in need. There is a reduced sense of job satisfaction and reduced morale by the specialist teacher. There are reduced services, resulting in increased student problems. There is evidence of increased numbers of students with special needs in elective courses. Specialist teachers are compromising their personal and professional ethics. Relationships appear to be more tense and problematic. Specialist teachers are assuming a blended role. Paperwork and administrative tasks have increased. There is reduced capacity for collaboration and consultation. There appears to be less direction provided by the school district for Special Education. There are a few positives to the cuts in special education. Conclusion The specialists support teachers at School J Secondary provide a common perspective that services to students with special needs, and services to ESL students, are facing severe problems this school year. Of the eleven common themes and perspectives generated from the data, ten are negative. Of those, three directly identify reduced levels of services to students. Six identify and explore the increased complexity and difficulty associated with the role of the specialist support teacher, and one identifies concerns with the lack of district support and direction for Special Education and ESL. The comments which indicate some positive consequences indicate little change for some teachers in some areas such as low incidence services, working relationships and school-based team processes. The data are not contradictory, but merely reflect the different experiences and views of the specialist support teachers, who see many negative consequences but also some areas where service levels are maintained or even improved. However, the overwhelming conclusion from these data is that there are many negative impacts this school year. As one reads through the verbatim comments, it is hard not to be struck by the extent of the negative impacts, and the sense that, as one teacher stated: “Service is cut at the cost of the student’s education.” Such cuts are a direct consequence of provincial government decisions which have forced the district to reduce levels of staffing so that services to all students are reduced. Provincial elimination of targeted funding appears to be changing designations, with the consequence that some students who once received service no longer do so. There are also indications of increased behaviour problems and evidence that more students may be dropping out of school. The “blending” of roles, combining Special Education/ESL/Learning Assistance means increased complexity and the likelihood of limited expertise in newly-acquired responsibilities. Continually-increasing paperwork, deteriorating working relationships, and reduced capacity for collaboration are causing lower morale among the specialist support teachers and the increased likelihood that specialist support teachers will quit the role if it becomes unmanageable. Impacts on these teachers reduce the capacity of the school and the district to meet students’ needs. While all of these impacts can be directly linked to government legislative, funding, and contract decisions, they are not all new. Cuts have been incremental over several years. What is new this school year is that more severe impacts have been felt immediately. When added to the incremental cuts of earlier years, the cumulative impact is more obvious and more severe. The impacts on the role of the specialist support teachers are considerable, and should be of great concern to district and provincial policy-makers if such policy-makers have any interest in maintaining the province’s inclusionary policy. Inclusion needs specialist support teachers who understand the philosophy and practices of inclusion, so that they can directly teach students and support the work of classroom teachers, while also carrying out roles in assessment, collaborative planning, and communication with parents. Provincial government decisions which have a negative impact on the specialists’ ability to perform these roles mean that less inclusion will occur. The only alternative to providing effective specialist support in Special Education, ESL, and Learning Assistance, is that every classroom teacher is fully prepared for and capable of teaching to a huge range of diversity. There is no evidence that this preparation and capacity currently exists. A survey of almost 400 teachers in Nanaimo and Coquitlam found that over 40% of teachers felt professionally unprepared to teach to such diversity. Teacher preparation course in both ESL and Special Education are minimal. In light of these facts, there is a clear need for effective specialist support. Much of this expertise is already present in our system, but is being cut because of provincial government decisions. Concurrent with some government decisions making the job of the specialist support teacher more complex and difficult, and less satisfying, other government decisions are placing extra demands on classroom teachers. These include increased class sizes and no limits to class composition – both phenomena reported from these and other data as negatively impacting teachers and reducing their capacity to meet students’ needs. So at the very time that the situation for classroom teachers is becoming more challenging, and that specialist support teachers need to be offering more help to their classroom peers, they are forced to offer less. This is potentially a recipe for disaster, but one which is easily avoidable if the consequences of cuts at schools like this are understood, and then reversed. The specialist teachers’ views The verbatim comments, organized by theme Less counselling services are available. Less counselling services are available. ESL students are receiving less service. LA students are getting less service because the number of available seats is less, therefore cannot reach as many students Only the most needy students are receiving any services. The group of students requiring service is larger than ever, which means that the services are watered down to accommodate the numbers, resulting in no student-specific services, less time for individual attention, and increased demands to complete paperwork. There are a small number of students in the school who are using the most resources, and these same students have less overall potential. There are more students requiring services, so it only makes sense that they are receiving less attention per student. The most needy students whose behaviour doesn’t require immediate attention get no services. The students who have the unacceptable behaviour are the students who are receiving services. The quiet students who are requiring services but do not present as behaviour problems are left on their own. The cuts in special education have created two big, dangerous areas: The reduction in counselling – the students with emotional difficulties are not getting their needs met and it is impacting their education in a very substantial way. The movement to site-based management. Inclusive services are gone. Teachers still maintain the belief about inclusion, and hold it dearly, but there is no time or resources to ensure student success. The amount of time for teaching is less due to the number of students and the severity of needs. The students who have the need “at the moment” get the attention. There is less individualized attention and more group instruction. The most needy students usually override the programs and needs of others. LA teachers provide no in-class support but use peer tutors to provide some support to needy students. When the system as burdened as it is, we have to tread lightly to deliver services and not to give the regular classroom teacher the feeling that they are not successfully doing their job. People are sensitive. People are feeling guilty for not doing everything they think they should but realize there are not enough hours in the day to accomplish. All specialist teachers in the school have a caseload and direct teaching load and are maxed to the hilt without doing any extras for anyone else. No time, no energy, no resources. Specialist teachers are not doing any adapting of curriculum for the classroom teacher anymore due to limited time and resources. If this happens at all, the specialist teachers do it for their students and the regular classroom teachers who have the knowledge do it for their students. Classroom teachers feel that they have too many students with special needs in their classrooms. There are students with special needs who have no program in place because there is no room in special education programs. Specialist teachers used to track students and offer help to regular classroom teachers, but this is no longer possible. Can’t provide adaptations and/or modifications for the regular classroom teacher because all the specialist teachers have full caseloads and are teaching every block. The specialist teachers are tied-up with the students to whom they provide direct service. The regular classroom teacher doesn’t have the LAT or the RR teacher as resources for those students anymore. The resource room students don’t do as well as they have in previous years because of the lack of support in electives. There is no special education district leadership reaching the school. The district ESL resource person position has been cut. It needs to be there! There are no district staff left in special education. There is no respect for leadership in this school district. District services are gone but school-based services have picked up at this school. This is still a negative because the spaces are limited and many students are not getting the services they require. An example might be that a student will get LA while waiting for a seat in the RR or alternate program. School-based support teachers are faced with doing everything for themselves. There is no district co-ordination of equipment and resources for special education. If you need something you have to spend time on the phone to locate it somewhere in the district. Occupational Therapy and Physiotherapy services have been greatly reduced. There is less Speech/Language Pathologist (SLP) time, although the SLP fights to maintain time at the high-school level. This is not common in the district to have SLP time at the high school. Not enough time to conduct formal assessments for students. Not enough time to celebrate student successes in learning partly because no benchmarks were observed initially. The most space is five seats per block for drop-ins in the LAC. If three classroom teachers send three students each to the LAC they cannot be accommodated. However, there are 86 teachers on staff. All students in special programs are receiving a lesser quality of service and some students are receiving no service at all. There is less time to spend with students providing individual contact and this is against the formula that special education was built on. The cuts in special education are seen as neglect. The cuts in counselling have reduced the success rate of students with emotional difficulties. These students are simply not able to cope in the regular classroom without supports in place. The students we could have the greatest effect on are the last to get service. Yes, many students with special needs are placed into the elective courses. Especially Art classes, but they usually do not pass because of lack of support. They start out doing well, start their projects, but don’t finish them, and receive failing grades. These students are seen to have the ability but they cannot stay organized, and fall through the cracks. There is no time to consult with the regular classroom teachers. The Specialist Teachers have all they can handle with the students are assigned to them, so they cannot go looking to find students who are slipping through the cracks. This service is cut at the cost of the student’s education. Parents will have to pay for the extra out of their own pocket because it is no longer available at the school level. Society will have to accept tax increases to create a more adequate education system. It may have been a lack of vision that put this service in place in the first place if it cannot be maintained. There are definite inequities going on here! If the most needy students are blocked into the LAC in the timetable and there are no additional seats for students to “drop in,” then the “grey area” students get nothing. The “grey area” students are receiving services last, which means that they do not get any services. We have to invest in the “grey area” students because these students have the greatest ability to succeed. The “grey area” students are the last to get the services they need. The “grey area” students used to get some services in LA, but the seats are now full in LA and these students are not receiving services. The “grey area” students are not getting any services. The “grey area” students can sometimes get some attention when there is a low incidence student in the classroom, because the EA may be able to extend service to provide some sort of support for them. Teachers have learned the benefits of having a low incidence student in their classes. The “grey area” students are experiencing a serious drop in services. The school is very likely not meeting the needs of the “grey area” students. The LA teachers often don’t know who the “grey area” students are and if the LA centre is booked full with the most needy students, the “grey area” students do not get any service. The “grey area” students used to receive services in the LA centre but that cannot happen as much any more. It also is different each semester depending on the student’s course load. The “grey area” student is in serious trouble. The consideration of these student’s educational program has been severely compromised. These students are very frustrated, they stop attending, and they eventually drop out of school because they are not receiving any services. Specialist teachers are not complaining, although they are experiencing frustration, as are the regular classroom teachers, with meeting the needs of the “grey area” students. There are fewer than ever IEPs in the regular classroom that are set up with the regular classroom teacher to assist a “grey area” student there. EAs are in the best position to inform specialist teachers of the needs/problems in the regular classroom. The classroom teacher will assist when asked, but usually the EA will inform the specialist teacher and the specialist teachers will adapt/modify the materials to make the program work. This works at a minimal level for low incidence students because they are obvious in the classroom. The “grey area” students still get nothing. And the service provided to the classroom teacher takes away from the direct service the specialist teacher could be providing somewhere else. There is always the guilt of not providing the services in both places at the same time. In the past, students remained designated for a year after their educational program started working, because the supports were seen to be required to ensure success. Now, the students are de-designated far too quickly. Some are never designated again and never get the services they require, or may drop out of school due to frustration. Other students are redesignated into a more severe category, which may have been avoidable had they been able to continue receiving the supports from the previous designation. The students with a history of receiving special education services have a better chance of receiving minimal assistance in the regular classroom elective course. The students who are unidentified suffer the most. There are often offers made to classroom teachers that they simply won’t accept. This could be for a variety of reasons, but it is speculated that the classroom teacher has his/her hands full running the class without making several continuous changes for the 32 students present in the class. The classroom teachers state that there simply isn’t enough time to do everything and something has to be left undone. The students with the most vocal parents and the most severe needs receive some sort of service. One specialist teacher put it this way: There are three types of students who are taught in special education programs: the independent learner, the dependent learner, and the frustrated learner. 30% of the students with special needs are independent learners and do reasonably well. 70% of the students in special education programs fall into the dependent learner and frustrated learner categories and require constant guidance in their educational programs or we will loose them due to frustration. Frustration breeds behaviour problems, which eventually leads to the student dropping out of school and creating an increased burden on society. It seems that poor behaviour is catching and increasing. If the specialist teacher has to leave the room to deal with the most severe, then the other students get nothing. The students with minor behaviour problems do receive direct instruction from their peers on how to become severe behaviour problem students and receive the “negative” attention from the specialist teacher. Four blocks of 18 students each. In 2002 the school had more blocks of some sort of special education classes than in 2003. In 2003, the school has reduced its services for special education classes. It must be noted that there are no fewer students. More students are showing up as requiring services, but there is no time for them. There is a reduced sense of job satisfaction and reduced morale by the specialist teacher. Many teachers were moved into positions that they have never taught before and positions that they would not have chosen – this has a major impact on service delivery across the board. Support teachers are feeling stress over finding enough time to provide service delivery for ESL students. The ESL program was designed as a pull-out program, but with less pull-out possible, the students fall ever further behind. The rules are changing and no one appears to be in charge of the changes. There is increased paperwork and less time for the ESL students. Support teachers still love their jobs but are worried and stressed over the quality of the services that they can provide. There is some tension with classroom teachers because they are not able to accommodate all the needs for them. Regular classroom teachers make demands on support teachers (who are feeling maxed out with their caseload) and this causes stress. There are different priorities now. Specialist teachers used to worry about details and follow-up of student programs, but now the specialist teacher has to let some of that go. Things are more cut-and-dried now. Once the specialist teacher has let the worries go (about providing the same level of service as in previous years) their morale has increased again. This has even caused physical illnesses until it was dealt with properly. Specialist teachers feel bad that some students are not doing as well as they could be. Classroom management is becoming more relaxed and there is less parental contact. Classroom teachers are feeling overloaded with the diversity of student needs, and feel that they cannot take any more. Specialist teachers feel attacked when a regular classroom teacher asks, “Why is ‘so and so’ in my class?” Counsellors are not appearing in the lunchroom anymore at lunchtime because they would end up working all the time. Many specialist teachers have changed where why eat lunch because they can’t tolerate the negativity around class composition and teachers commenting on the extent of student needs appearing in the regular classroom. This has made the specialist teacher retreat and isolate themselves in order to not feel attacked, and guilty for not being able to help more. The specialist teachers report that they are still happy facing the students that they provide services to. They are aware that the role of the regular classroom teacher has changed in a negative manner. One specialist teacher has advised his own child not to become a teacher. Specialist teachers view the morale of the regular classroom teacher as being low. More teachers are considering early retirement. The “us” and “them” mentality has gotten even worse between teachers and administrators. The union mentality is increasing and more teachers are becoming aware of the parts of their contract that support them in not accepting more duties as a teacher. Specialist teachers have to work specifically on managing their own stress. Specialist teachers are noticing that the regular classroom teachers are starting to expect less from them – and that hurts. Elective teachers are feeling overloaded and overwhelmed with the diversity of needs with which they are faced. Specialist teachers feel that they have too many students to be responsible for. Specialist teachers, like their colleagues in regular education classrooms, are considering early retirement or changes in their assignment. Senior teachers appear upset with the quality of students in the senior grades. Specialist teachers are feeling the pressures of an overloaded system. Regular classroom teachers are feeling the pressures, too. This could be because of an aging teaching workforce coupled with the cuts in services to special populations. Teacher morale is low and teachers have difficulty attending any after-school meetings. Therefore, no specialist teacher is trying to schedule an after-school meeting. Specialist teachers are feeling vulnerable. This is a truly negative feeling. Personal inner conflict around the identification of students. Do we identify and designate? Rely on the SBT to make a decision. Less individual support-teacher decision-making. Nothing remains the same for long. Support teachers are more apt to do things for themselves and view outside advice as interference. Regular classroom teachers feel the same way to some extent. Support staff are less likely to seek advice from their colleagues because they know that everyone is feeling heavily burdened. They are more likely to seek parental input. Support staff are no longer trying to push regular classroom teachers to do anything differently. It is far to difficult to ask an overwhelmed regular classroom teacher to make changes in their instructional strategies. Specialist teachers feel more like they need to cover themselves regarding meetings with parents. A lot of time is spent documenting phone conversations and meetings so that these letters can be placed in files, especially if a parent or student is declining services. This takes away from teaching time. Specialist teachers are becoming more focused on doing their job only while at school. They are learning not to take their work home with them. There are reduced services, resulting in increased student problems. At least five students from alternate education are in electives and they are not doing very well in managing their behaviours in the regular classroom. Three of the five are being removed from their electives because their behaviours are unacceptable and there are no resources to provide assistance to the elective classroom teacher to assist the alternate students. Enrolment in alternate education doesn’t change when a student is placed into an elective class, because it is expected that they will probably be back because they cannot survive in a regular classroom without support and there is no support for them. Therefore, the student is not successful, feels defeated, and doesn’t have a positive school experience. Art is an academic course and because of this the students don’t do well. The students could be more successful if the course was adapted or modified for them but there are no human resources available to do this service, and the classroom teacher is taxed to the max to deal with the students in the class and prepare and mark assignments. The same problems occur in woodwork classes and the other electives. More teachers are requesting (even demanding) peer tutors to assist them in dealing with students with special needs. The resource room students and the low incidence students are easy to recognize in the regular classroom and the teacher will seek support from the LAT or the Peer Tutoring teacher. There is more direct teaching to the “group” and less individualized teaching. With increased numbers this is the only reasonable way to work with the students. There is not enough time and resources to meet the needs of the ESL and International Student Education (ISE) students. There is less time for service delivery because of the paperwork required for the ESL students. The LA teachers are able to provide some of the same collaboration-type services they have provided in the past – but with no advancement. There is a lack of resources and time to provide and increase in-service. We went from having no more than 12 special education students per block to 18 special education students per block. That is 72 student classes and 72 IEPs. These students are all working at different levels and in different subjects. The alternate program is expected to accommodate all the subjects in all the blocks along with accommodating and supporting student’s behavioural needs. Alternate students have a range of studies, diverse age range, and some are in electives. Elective teachers expect service from the alternate program teacher but there is not the time, resources, or energy to do this. The specialist teacher is loaded with a caseload every block and has to put the available time and effort into managing the students who are present in the program at that time. Only the designated students with blue-files1 have formal IEP meetings. The other students have IEPs that they work with the specialist teacher to create. Specialist teachers try to arrange meetings during class time, but that takes away from time with students. These are IEP, SBT, team meetings, staff meetings, Goal Area Committee meetings, phoning parents, etc. New teachers and the support staff are feeling very unsettled because of the impending cuts. Service delivery will change dramatically again with further cuts to special education, and cuts in support staff. We cannot designate students without complete documentation. Many students have been designated in the categories that don’t generate funds. This causes great problems because some students who should be designated are not – but this could be seen as less problematic than designating students and not being able to provide them with suitable programs. Many adaptations are in place for alternative exam procedures up to Grade 11. Students in Grade 12 must be designated in order to have these services in place in Grade 12. This focus on Grade 12 students takes away from junior students every year. It creates a scramble to assist the Grade 12 students. We are now counting “slow learners” into the LD population. Therefore more students are being designated into this category. If a student meets the criteria for a designation they are designated. But, the question is, do the designated students get the services they need? No, not always. We deal with the aspects that can be dealt with. We don’t make promises that we can’t keep. The IEP has only the parts that can be delivered. Most special education students don’t write the FSA but if they are in a regular class and no one had the time to get to them or the regular classroom teacher then they may end up writing, not doing well, and feeling down on themselves. More students are being placed in situations where they cannot cope. The result is severe behaviours, frustration, and truancy. This process is unbelievable. The meetings at which de-designations occur is becoming shameful. The “mold” has shrunk and the expected level of student performance has become very bizarre. Many students cannot fit into this mold and fall through the cracks. The biggest change is in the number of students who were designated as moderate behaviour. These students have been de-designated and in a short time redesignated again as severe behaviour. This practice is shameful. The resources should be there before the student’s behaviours rise to this level. Student frustration levels are increasing. There is evidence of increased numbers of students with special needs in elective courses. Yes, many students with special needs are placed into the elective courses, especially Art classes, but they usually do not pass because of lack of support. They start out doing well, start their projects but don’t finish them, and receive failing grades. These students are seen to have the ability, but they cannot stay organized and fall through the cracks. Art is an academic course and because of this the students don’t do well. The students could be more successful if the course was adapted or modified for them, but there are no human resources available to do this service and the classroom teacher is taxed to the max to deal with the students in the class and prepare and mark assignments. The same problems occur in Woodwork classes and the other electives. The students with a history of receiving special education services have a better chance of receiving assistance in the regular classroom elective course. The students who are unidentified suffer the most. There is no time to consult with the regular classroom teachers. The school is doing a fabulous job of fostering inclusion for the low incidence students. No teachers have had difficulties accepting low incidence students into their classes. Even though the contract language of the “no more than two” rule was stripped from the teachers’ contract, the school still tries its best to maintain the “no more than two” rule whenever possible. However, the low incidence students bring an EA to the classroom with them and this is another pair of hands to assist in making the situation work. Sometimes the elective teacher asks not to have the low incidence student registered in the class because it would take a seat away from another students. These are teachers who feel confident in offering components of an elective that would be useful to the low incidence student and the EA also offers to help the classroom teacher whenever possible. The school operates on a “good will” basis and everyone is feeling that their opinions are valued. Specialist teachers are compromising their personal and professional ethics. The bar has been lowered. Most specialist teachers feel manipulated by the timetable. Now the situation has occurred where the timetable determines who is placed in the alternate program. Specialist teachers are sometimes dictated to, as their programs are a place to put a student when the regular classroom isn’t working. Sometimes the specialist teacher has students placed with them in order to solve a regular-classroom problem – and not a special-education issue. Some specialist teachers are not attending meetings because they are seen as non-productive and time-consuming. So, yes, there is collaboration everywhere you turn. Many times it is negative. Many things are attempted for students but not as many “ideas” are being followed through. The Specialist teacher doesn’t feel so vulnerable when they can get the signature of a parent on the IEP. The focus appears to be on designating the students who can bring in the funding to the school. The school is forced to make priorities and make decisions on what will benefit the greatest number of students. The intent is always to increase opportunities for students to be successful in their educational programs, but the opportunities are becoming limited. With less district staff and support there will be more low incidence students at the schools who will be missed and not designated. It is easy to miss a chronic health designation if you are not skilled in putting the plan together. More often than not, the IEP meeting doesn’t happen. Most frequently the IEP is sent home, or developed at the school with a documented phone call home to discuss the IEP. Sometimes the IEP is reviewed with the parents on meet-the-teacher nights. Many meetings are done informally. It is easier. IEPs and individualized services cannot be done. If we were in a business where we were providing customer service we would be bankrupt. IEP meetings are most frequently comprised of the specialist teacher, the student, and the EA when possible. Relationships appear to be more tense and problematic. New teachers and the support staff are feeling very unsettled because of the impending cuts. Service delivery will change dramatically again with further cuts to special education, and cuts in support staff. Nothing remains the same for long. Support teachers are more apt to do things for themselves and view outside advice as interference. Regular classroom teachers feel the same way to some extent. Support staff are less likely to seek advice from their colleagues because they know that everyone is feeling heavily burdened. They are more likely to seek parental input. Support staff are no longer trying to push regular classroom teachers to do anything differently. It is far too difficult to ask an overwhelmed regular classroom teacher to make changes in their instructional strategies. Specialist teachers used to track students and offer help to regular classroom teachers, but this is no longer possible. Can’t provide adaptations and/or modifications for the regular classroom teacher because all the specialist teachers have full caseloads and are teaching every block. The specialist teachers are tied-up with the students to whom they provide direct service. The regular classroom teacher doesn’t have the LAT or the RR teacher as resources for those students anymore. The resource room students don’t do as well as they have in previous years because of the lack of support in electives. There is added tension between colleagues while at work. At school there is a surface anxiety about entering into conversations about teaching and the needs of students in the classroom. Specialist teachers are assuming a blended role. Specialist teachers have noted a blended role situation. The alternate teacher is the junior/senior alternate teacher, the junior/senior resource room teacher, and is also responsible for home school programs. The junior resource teacher is now the 8–12 resource room teacher every block with a mix of junior/senior students, LA students, and ESL students. The LA teacher is now working with peer tutors (120/year), 20 ESL students per year, 1.5 blocks of LA, and 0.5 block of ISE (International Student Education). LA teachers do program development and school-based assessments. LA teachers have up to 18 students on their caseload every block as well as their new duties. The EA is doing more paperwork and secretarial tasks than before. There is no mentoring of new EAs from the local college as before, because the program EAs have changed every year due to program cuts and EAs being reassigned to new locations. Therefore, it is not appropriate to have a new program EA mentor a new EA student. There is a definite increase in the number of students, especially with no cap on the number you can be assigned. The teacher’s role is blended and so the direct teaching duties have also been blended. There is less individualized attention and more group instruction. The most needy students usually override the programs and needs of others. Support staff skills also determine what can be done and when. Support staff are changing yearly, if not every semester, due to cuts. Therefore, it is difficult to make long-term plans because the human resource skills determine what can be accomplished. Individualized teaching is fitted in where it can occur, and group teaching is planned into specific blocks of time. Many changes in CUPE support staff due to layoff/recall due to cuts (based on seniority and training). It is a very time-consuming process to work with untrained support staff. A noticeable result of district cuts is in the turn-around time for dealing with personnel issues. A major difficulty in staffing at this school (resulting in a reduction in educational programming for students) took over one year to resolve due to the lack of district personnel available to deal with such matters. The EA in the alternate program has faced an increase in duties because now they have to assume the responsibility of the class while the program teacher is out dealing with a severe behaviour incident – and this is happening more frequently. Therefore, you are dealing with more than 18 severe behaviour students per block, you also have to acknowledge the 4 behaviour students in electives, and the 8 who are on home study. The workload has increased significantly. Since there is no cap on caseload anymore, the specialist teacher becomes case-manager for a larger number of students and also responsible for maintaining the blue-files for designated students. The counsellors update the blue-files for the designated behaviour students. In LA the majority of IEPs are for LD, a few for behaviours, and a few who are in a reading program. ESL and International (ISE) students also are in the LAC at the same time working on their programs. The teacher in the low incidence program is responsible for 12 students who are designated into the low incidence category. Along with that, the teacher also is responsible for 14 peer tutors, 5 EAs, scheduling programs, scheduling lunch for 12 disabled students with 2 EAs, as the other EAs are employed in a different job at lunch. The specialist teacher in the low incidence program is also responsible for the recycling programs for bottles, cans, and paper. There is a lack of EA substitutes and when an EA is away the specialist teacher is sometimes faced with sending a student home because of safety issues. There is a big issue with moving support staff to cover for others for toileting/feeding when an EA is away. It is a “sore spot” as no one likes to be removed from their job to cover for someone else – especially if the system is failing the students in providing the necessary resources to keep them in an educational program. If an EA for a dependent student is away and there is no substitute to take their place, then the LA teacher may lose her/his EA because the EA is reassigned to look after the dependent student. This means that many students in the LA program would not receive the usual level of service on that day. Tough questions: Who gets the EA? Where do you take an EA from? Whose educational program should suffer? Paperwork and administrative tasks have increased. All students in special programs are on an IEP of some type. Some specialist teachers see the de-designation process as a method to reduce paperwork at the school level. IEPs are based on the results of the psycho-educational assessments. This is felt to be safer. The IEPs have become more vague and more general. IEPs are developed on what is happening in the specialist classroom rather on the specific needs of students. There are promises in the IEP that can’t be kept. Signatures are not appearing on the IEP and it is usually discussed with the parent on the phone. Parents appear happy and satisfied with what is in the IEPs. The Specialist teacher doesn’t feel so vulnerable when they can get the signature of a parent on the IEP. The blue-files for students who are designated are more thorough than ever. All other students with special needs get a generic IEP and no parent signature. The amount of paperwork has become ridiculous. There is a form for everything. The District IEP template appears to create “busywork.” Specialist teachers feel that their time would be better spent working with the students rather than on paperwork. The focus should be on tracking student progress. Special education doesn’t hold teachers as accountable as it should. Too much paperwork! Time should be spent working with the students. About 30% of the specialist teacher time is on paperwork. The increase in paperwork is for two reasons: the first is to be more accountable to parents and the school and the second reason is to protect oneself from legal action – so everything is documented – from making an offer of service to a teacher that is refused, to an offer to a parent to come in that is refused. There is an increase in paperwork for behaviour plans, IEPs, referral forms, testing, SBT, filing, photocopying, and then updating everything. The paperwork has increased because there are more students requiring services. Paperwork and meetings have increased substantially. Especially for ESL students. We are using the district template for the IEP and the work is front loaded – which means that after the initial work to create an IEP the updates are not time-consuming. Specialist teachers have accessed release time for IEP development (which is occurring in isolation). It is difficult to create 50 different IEPs for 50 students, have 50 IEP meetings, and teach a full caseload each block as well. There is reduced capacity for collaboration and consultation. Control over special education funding and services should be maintained at the district level. It is far too risky to leave it up to the school. There would be no district vision. There is not enough time and resources to meet the needs of the ESL and International (ISE) students. There is less time for service delivery because of the paperwork required for the ESL students. Many changes in CUPE support staff due to layoff/recall due to cuts (based on seniority and training). It is a very time-consuming process to work with untrained support staff. A noticeable result of district cuts is in the turn-around time in dealing with personnel issues. A major difficulty in staffing at this school (resulting in a reduction in educational programming for students) took over one year to resolve due to the lack of district personnel available to deal with such matters. EAs are in the best position to inform specialist teachers of the needs/problems in the regular classroom. The classroom teacher will assist when asked but usually the EA will inform the specialist teacher and the specialist teachers will adapt/modify the materials to make the program work. This works at a minimal level for low incidence students because they are obvious in the classroom. The “grey area” students still get nothing. And the service provided to the classroom teacher takes away from the direct service the specialist teacher could be providing somewhere else. There is always the guilt of not providing the services in both places at the same time. The LA teachers are able to provide some of the same collaboration type services that they have provided in the past – but with no advancement. There is a lack of resources and time to provide and increase in service. LA teachers provide no in-class support but use peer tutors to provide some support to needy students. There are often offers made to classroom teachers that they simply won’t accept. This could be for a variety of reasons, but it is speculated that the classroom teacher has his/her hands full running the class without making several continuous changes for the 32 students present in the class. The classroom teachers state that there simply isn’t enough time to do everything and something has to be left undone. The students with the most vocal parents and the most severe needs receive some sort of service. When the system is burdened as it is we have to tread lightly to deliver services and not to give the regular classroom teacher the feeling that they are not successfully doing their job. People are sensitive. People are feeling guilty for not doing everything they think they should but realize there are not enough hours in the day to accomplish. All specialist teachers in the school have a caseload and direct teaching load, and are maxed to the hilt without doing any extras for anyone else. No time, no energy, no resources. Specialist teachers are doing much less adapting of curriculum for the classroom teacher anymore due to limited time and resources. If it is happening at all, the specialist teachers do it for their students, and the regular classroom teachers who have the knowledge do it for their students. There appears to be less direction provided by the school district for Special Education. Yes, the specialist teachers feel like they have control but they are limited by the scarcity resources. The ISE program has a district resource person and it is working well. There is a lack of “entry-level” leadership positions. No one is being mentored to fill leadership positions. There is a PSA, but it has an elementary focus. This school principal is excellent but that is just the luck of the draw. Many school administrators don’t care too much about special education. There is a great danger in this regard with respect to site-based management. The school principal could eliminate special education altogether. This district is characterized as having poor leadership and in making poor decisions at the cost of the students’ education. The lack of district leadership can be seen at the school-based team (SBT) when a placement decision needs to be made. Site-based management has caused the reduction in district leadership. It feels like it is “everybody for themselves”. The lack of district support is very obvious. There is no district direction. Support programs at the school have requested and have been denied equipment for special needs students. This is due to a lack of resources at the district level. There is a stepped-up accountability for ESL and ISE. But accountability for the other students is still not required in a formal manner. Site-based management could possibly make school administrators only look at their own site and there would be no-one providing district vision for the “big picture”. There are a few positives to the cuts in special education. International students are getting more services. The cuts have not made an impact on the services to low incidence students because the program is staffed based on a formula which is dependent on student numbers and needs. Specialist teachers feel that they have some control in their programs, and have the flexibility and autonomy that they have earned after being in the school for a number of years. However, staffing and timetabling have the ultimate control. SBT is more efficient now than in the past. The SBT only meets every two weeks. No change generally. The working relationships continue as usual. There are peaks and valleys. It can be described as positive. No deterioration because of the cuts. Actually it is better in some ways: There is less red tape to get through. Communication between staff members is more direct. There is no time for whining or complaining. We are all in the same boat. Everyone recognizes that these matters are “to the point” where it is a reflection of the lack of resources, and it is not taken personally. ________________________ 1 Blue-files are the district’s special education designation files where all the documents that are required for each designation category are put. This standardizes the process for designated students in every school.   About Us | News & Events | Publications | Advocacy & Action | Social Justice | Issues in Education © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9066,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept./Oct. 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, No. 1, Sept./Oct. 2003 A day to celebrate by Jim Sinclair Once a year, we set aside a day to celebrate the contribution that unions make in our workplaces and communities. It’s called Labour Day, and it’s a reminder that unions make all the difference. Think about it for a minute. The eight-hour day, pension plans, the abolition of child labour, pay equity, universally accessible public healthcare and education—these are just some of the contributions credited to the determination of union activists. Those gains did not come easily. Each one involved intense campaigns in both the community and the workplace, often stretching over many decades. Many involved mobilizing pressure both at the bargaining table and on politicians. It wasn’t enough that improvements were secured for a few. The Labour Movement’s real successes have always come from sharing the gains with a broader community through better laws and higher public standards. The struggles never moved forward in a straight line. Major breakthroughs in one decade often became the focus of attack in the next. To paraphrase an old union activist, "working people never won anything without a fight and they never held on to it without continuing to fight." In B.C. today, it’s clear that we have our hands full trying to keep the line moving forward. Despite promises of "hope and prosperity," the current government in Victoria has overseen a steady rise in unemployment, a bloating of provincial debt, and a squandering of billions on a tax-cut strategy that has rewarded a few at the expense of us all. B.C.’s unemployed now number close to 200,000; 8.7% of the workforce can’t find work, up from 6.7% when the B.C. Liberals took office in May 2001. Smaller communities, especially those in the Central and Northern Interior regions, are struggling with unemployment rates often double those in urban centres. The B.C. Liberal’s main economic strategy, tax cuts, has been a complete bust. B.C.’s economic growth continues to underperform the rest of Canada and is miles off the original course set by Finance Minister Gary Collins when he detailed the tax cut strategy in July 2001. B.C.’s working families have paid the price for tax cuts with dramatic cuts in public programs, hefty increases in user fees, regressive taxes, and greatly diminished access to critical services in health and education. The Social Planning and Research Council of B.C. (SPARC) predicts that child and family poverty in B.C. will increase in the coming years because of the provincial government’s failure to decrease unemployment and protect the services and benefits to low-income families. The SPARC report also notes that B.C. Liberal policies such as lower employment standards, less access to union representation, and a greater emphasis on part-time, contingent work will further erode family incomes, forcing even more into poverty. The shift in political direction has been matched by an equally hard-edge approach in B.C.’s employer community. At negotiating tables around the province, the employer’s demand for concession is pervasive. Public or private sector, resource or service industries, large company or small, the demand for rollbacks in benefits, wages, and employment security is constant. There are limits, of course, to how far the concession demand is pushed. A recent survey by Business in Vancouver, of B.C.’s top 100 publicly traded companies shows that chief executive officers managed to squeeze a 36% increase in their salary last year, compared with 3.6% for the average employee in the province. According to the survey, the number of CEOs earning a million dollars or more doubled between 2001 and 2002. And you wonder why workers balk when managers or politicians say we have to do more with less. Adversity is nothing new to our movement. We’ve faced tough odds before and prevailed. Just ask the folks in Kamloops who stared down Premier Campbell’s plans to privatize the Coquihalla. Or ask activists and seniors in Revelstoke who have rallied to save their long-term care facility, Moberley Manor, from a similar fate. Or ask workers and rail communities from North Vancouver to Fort Nelson who are prepared to tough it out to stop the sell-off of B.C. Rail. The answer you get is the same one you will hear at Labour Day picnics around the province. Workers standing together with their communities are a powerful force. We make a real difference. Jim Sinclair is president of the B.C. Federation of Labour. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=10450,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 19, Number 4, January/February 2007 From war toys to peace art by Larry Kuehn The media star of the show in the buildup to the World Peace Forum in Vancouver was the project called "From War Toys to Peace Art." In the weeks leading up to the end of June 2006, kids turning in their war toys captured symbolically the whole idea of the transformation that is necessary for peace. The energy behind the project came from two people—Sam Fillipoff, a retired teacher, and Susan Ruzic, an elementary teacher in the suburban Coquitlam school district. Both were active in the organizing of the International Peace Education Conference that was the education component of the overall World Peace Forum. The World Peace Forum attracted some 5,000 people from nearly 100 countries to the many different conferences within the forum. Groups included labour, faith, women, indigenous, mayors, and youth as well as sessions with a focus on regions—Latin America, Africa, Asia, and the Middle East. So much was going on that it was difficult to make choices of what to attend. About 500 teachers took part in the education conference. The same number of students took part on the day that had a focus on youth activities, including talks by Debra Ellis (see an interview in the Nov./Dec. 2006 issue of Teacher) and Silken Laumann speaking for Right to Play, an international NGO of athletes that focuses on play to enhance child development in areas of disadvantage globally. While all these activities and talk would have an impact on participants, it was the war toys project that leaves a lasting physical legacy—artwork created from the war toys, a plastic version of "they shall beat their swords into ploughshares." This wasn’t the first example of symbolizing peace by transformation. In Mozambique, for example, several years ago CUSO ran a program of trading arms for other goods, an AK–47 for a sewing machine or a plow. This was part of the process of demilitarizing society after a long and vicious civil war. The weapons were transformed into sculptures which served as an ongoing reminder of the importance of finding non-violent ways of sorting out social and political differences. In Cambodia, an art student took an AK–47 and created a beautiful bird sculpture. In Oakland, California, an elementary school exchanged toy weapons, violent DVDs, and video games for books and pencils. The BC version of the project put together a number of these elements, along with some original touches. Susan Ruzic got one of the toy stores in her community to be a collection point—and to give the students a voucher that could be used as a discount toward a non-violent toy. Ruzic and Fillipoff worked with the UBC Museum of Anthropology to display the artwork created by Bill Thomson for six months. The museum even arranged workshops for students who would bring toys and take part in creating their own artwork. For Fillipoff, the project was an expression of his own cultural background as a Doukhobor. The Doukhobors were a religious group in Russia that in 1895 had renounced compulsory military service. They gathered everything that could be considered a lethal weapon and burned them until they melted into slag. As a social movement committed to peace and non-violence, the Doukhobors were persecuted. However, they refused to fight back. An international support movement managed to get permission for them to leave Russia. In 1898 the Canadian government granted permission for them to immigrate and gave them an exemption from participating in military service in Canada. They initially settled in the prairies and then moved to the Kootenay area of British Columbia, where Fillipoff grew up. When Fillipoff made the suggestion of the toys into art project, one of the teacher committee members, Susan Ruzik, picked up on it. She found an artist and a toy store as partners. Then she invited students at her school to a peace assembly and told the kids about the project. The kids loved the idea, and so did their parents. Hundreds of war toys were turned in and converted to art works. Fillipoff and Ruzik did not stop with this success. They are trying to make this an Olympic project, focused on the Winter Olympics to be held in Vancouver and Whistler in 2010. The United Nations has adopted an Olympic Truce Resolution, calling for a truce in violence during the Olympics. This is another opportunity to grab on to a high profile event and use it as a way of focusing on the values and practice of peace. They have also created an 80-page lesson aid package for teachers interested in carrying out their own "Acts of Transformation from War Toys to Peace Art." It contains lesson plans, background resources, and links to other sources of related information. A copy of the full package is being sent to all schools and it is available from the BCTF Lesson Aids Service through the web site www.bctf.ca. Larry Kuehn is director of the BCTF’s Research and Technology Division. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12100,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2001 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 13, Number 7, May/June 2001 BCTF assists the Ghana National Association of Teachers by Richard Gutter "Yeow!" That was the sound directed at me repeatedly this March in Ghana once it was revealed that I was born on a Thursday. I suppose that requires an explanation. Many Ghanaians retain the custom of naming their children according to the day of the week on which they’re born. The Kofi in the name of UN Secretary General Kofi Annan, for example, indicates he was born on a Friday; while Yaw (pronounced yeow! as if you stubbed your toe!) is the name reserved for Thursday-born males. My friendly colleagues at the Ghana National Association of Teachers (GNAT) delighted in calling me by my Ghanaian name. That was my second BCTF-sponsored visit to Ghana. After two GNAT officers spent time in Vancouver in 1999, BCTF agreed to help fund a three-year project under the auspices of the CTF and Education International to help GNAT improve its communications and member services through computerization of its national and regional offices. In early 2000, I spent about three weeks in Ghana’s capital city, Accra, studying the organization, assessing its needs, implementing a solution for the head office, and training staff. By the end of that trip, I had—with the help of GNAT employees and a small local computer firm—installed a five-computer network in GNAT Headquarters, complete with UPS (uninterruptible power supply), laser printer, and dial-up connection to the Internet. We all felt it was a success. I regaled BCTF staff with the story of how some GNAT personnel actually danced when the network first came on line... This year’s trip was designed to gauge the progress made within headquarters and to install equipment and software in five of GNAT’s 10 regional offices. (GNAT, representing almost all the 140,000 primary and secondary teachers in Ghana, maintains regional secretariats in each of that West African country’s 10 administrative districts). I was generally pleased with what I found at the national office. In addition to the system I had installed, GNAT had purchased three more computers for the network, and while the ongoing training program we had set up had not worked out as well as expected, many staff were nevertheless far more comfortable with and efficient on the equipment. For some employees, workloads had clearly decreased as their abilities were enhanced by the new communication and automation capabilities of the system. While sometimes exhausting—we generally had two days to travel, string cables, set up and test equipment, and train staff—working outside the capital was very rewarding. The justifiably famous Ghanaian hospitality seemed even more elaborate and heartfelt in the smaller centres, as was the shared sense of success after the first e-mail messages were sent out by local staff to their colleagues, friends, and relatives. Not that there weren’t unexpected and sometimes humourous glitches. In the Western Region capital of Takoradi, I spent hours trying to establish an Internet connection before realizing that staffs’ puzzling references to Will phones were actually about Ghanaian WLL phones. WLL stands for Wireless Local Loop—the telephone system was on a microwave link that could not support an Internet connection (Where there’s a WLL, there’s No Way). In Ho, the capital of the Volta Region, improper grounding of the GNAT building’s electrical system meant we could get a stable Internet connection only by disconnecting the UPS we had supplied from the wall outlet and then putting up with shrill buzzes from the UPS at 30-second intervals warning us that we were running off the battery! Despite these frustrations, by the end of my visit we had all five offices running as smoothly as could be expected. BCTF continues to assist GNAT in its staff training strategies, as well as with a plan to provide ongoing regular technical assistance from local sources. Barring surprises, I expect the remaining five GNAT regional offices to be computerized and connected to the Internet within the next 12 months. And now it’s time for me to return to answering some "Dear Yaw" e-mail from my new Ghanaian friends at GNAT. Richard Gutter is a co-ordinator in the BCTF’s Research and Technology Division. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=21554&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > September 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 23, Number 1, September 2010   Teaching in a diverse classroom By Terry Callender   In one of my classes, all my students require IEPs. In another, all but one struggle with English, which impedes their ability to understand and absorb course material. In yet another class, the students often arrive tired and hungry. None of these students have course support available to them, nor is there any limit on class size and composition. All of my students must master their courses in 90 to 99 hours. In other districts, they only have 80 hours. Although these students are challenging to teach, and most need differentiated learning techniques, I receive no prep time to be able to offer them this. Many resources, evident in most classrooms, are not available to my students. Teachers in my school receive very little Pro-D, which is so desperately needed to effectively teach our students. These classes are typical where I teach, for I teach adults. My students come to school for a variety of reasons. Some are trying to improve their marks in order to gain university or college admission. Some are upgrading in order to enter future college programs prior to re-entry into the workforce after raising families. Some are retraining after industry changes or layoffs. Some are training to re-qualify in their professions for work in Canada. My colleagues are mainly teachers who have been teaching adults for much of their professional life, although some teach in both K–12 and adult education. We are very dedicated and supportive of our students. We feel particularly gratified when we have been able to really make a difference in the futures of our students. Although our students are supposed to be at least 19 years of age or 18 and out of school for at least a year, some are as young as 17. Some have had serious behavioural issues at their local secondary schools and thus return to school with us. As we approach a contract bargaining year, we are hoping for a couple of changes in our contracts. In the school districts in BC that educate the majority of adults, only parts of the contracts apply to adult educators. Although the school boards consider that adult educators are paid on scale, we receive no prep time, little Pro-D, and must complete a course in 80 to 100 hours. This means we must teach 11 courses during the year to work the equivalent of a 1.0 job! Let’s hope that during the next round of bargaining we can make some inroads into stemming the tide of education underfunding and hold our government accountable for their claim to support lifelong learning.   Terry Callender teaches at North Burnaby Adult Education Centre.  )
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7070,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 1, September 2005 President’s message This fall we are living through a critical moment in the history of public education in British Columbia. Together, we are writing another chapter in our real-life saga of advocacy for students. Teachers have never hesitated to speak up for what we know is right, for what we know is needed in our schools. When we have taken a stand, we have been able to effect positive change. Unfortunately this provincial government, like others before it, tried to turn back the clock on many of our hard-won rights and improvements. The B.C. Liberals repeatedly attacked us with draconian legislation and punitive policies. They attacked us in the media and in our communities. They sought to divide us from parents and separate us from one another. Through it all, we remained resolute and united. We fought their legislative attacks in the courts, resisted their bad policies in our schools, and spoke out in the media to let British Columbians know where we stand. All of these actions took courage and conviction--qualities teachers have never lacked. It takes courage to be a teacher, and conviction to be a professional. Fortunately, we can find the strength for both roles from the solidarity within our union. Now we must carry on advocating for our students, and not be too reluctant to advocate for ourselves as well. Just as teachers are held accountable for our actions, so too must legislators be held accountable. Their role is to build and support the institutions of civil society and democracy, not to undermine and diminish them. So we must continue to insist that this government act on behalf of all students and all citizens. We owe it to our students and to the next generation of teachers who will lead our profession. Jinny Sims Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=27128,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 7, May/June 2012   The assault on public education By Noam Chomsky  Public education is under attack around the world, and in response, student protests have recently been held in Britain, Canada, Chile, Taiwan. and elsewhere. California is also a battleground. The Los Angeles Times reports on another chapter in the campaign to destroy what had been the greatest public higher education system in the world: “California State University officials announced plans to freeze enrollment next spring at most campuses and to wait-list all applicants the following fall pending the outcome of a proposed tax initiative on the November ballot.” Similar defunding is under way nationwide. “In most states,” The New York Times reports, “it is now tuition payments, not state appropriations, that cover most of the budget,” so that “the era of affordable four-year public universities, heavily subsidized by the state, may be over.” Community colleges increasingly face similar prospects—and the shortfalls extend to Grades K–12. “There has been a shift from the belief that we as a nation benefit from higher education, to a belief that it’s the people receiving the education who primarily benefit and so they should foot the bill,” concludes Ronald G. Ehrenberg, a trustee of the State University system of New York and director of the Cornell Higher Education Research Institute. A more accurate description, I think, is “Failure by Design,” the title of a recent study by the Economic Policy Institute, which has long been a major source of reliable information and analysis on the state of the economy. The EPI study reviews the consequences of the transformation of the economy a generation ago from domestic production to financialization and offshoring. By design; there have always been alternatives. One primary justification for the design is what Nobel laureate Joseph Stiglitz called the “religion” that “markets lead to efficient outcomes,” which was recently dealt yet another crushing blow by the collapse of the housing bubble that was ignored on doctrinal grounds, triggering the current financial crisis. Claims are also made about the alleged benefits of the radical expansion of financial institutions since the 1970s. A more convincing description was provided by Martin Wolf, senior economic correspondent for The Financial Times: “An out-of-control financial sector is eating out the modern market economy from inside, just as the larva of the spider wasp eats out the host in which it has been laid.” The EPI study observes that the “Failure of Design” is class-based. For the designers, it has been a stunning success, as revealed by the astonishing concentration of wealth in the top 1%, in fact the top 0.1%, while the majority has been reduced to virtual stagnation or decline. In short, when they have the opportunity, “the Masters of Mankind” pursue their “vile maxim â (euro) [all for ourselves and nothing for other people,” as Adam Smith explained long ago. Mass public education is one of the great achievements of American society. It has had many dimensions. One purpose was to prepare independent farmers for life as wage labourers who would tolerate what they regarded as virtual slavery. The coercive element did not pass without notice. Ralph Waldo Emerson observed that political leaders call for popular education because they fear that “This country is filling up with thousands and millions of voters, and you must educate them to keep them from our throats.” But educated the right way: Limit their perspectives and understanding, discourage free and independent thought, and train them for obedience. The vile maxim and its implementation have regularly called forth resistance, which in turn evokes the same fears among the elite. Forty years ago there was deep concern that the population was breaking free of apathy and obedience. At the liberal internationalist extreme, the Trilateral Commission—the nongovernmental policy group from which the Carter administration was largely drawn—issued stern warnings in 1975 that there is too much democracy, in part due to the failures of the institutions responsible for “the indoctrination of the young.” On the right, an important 1971 memorandum by Lewis Powell, directed to the US Chamber of Commerce, the main business lobby, wailed that radicals were taking over everything —universities, media, government, etc.—and called on the business community to use its economic power to reverse the attack on our prized way of life, which he knew well. As a lobbyist for the tobacco industry, he was quite familiar with the workings of the nanny state for the rich that he called “the free market.” Since then, many measures have been taken to restore discipline. One is the crusade for privatization, placing control in reliable hands. Another is sharp increases in tuition, up nearly 600% since 1980. These produce a higher education system with “far more economic stratification than is true of any other country,” according to Jane Wellman, former director of the Delta Cost Project, which monitors these issues. Tuition increases trap students into long-term debt and hence subordination to private power. Justifications are offered on economic grounds, but are singularly unconvincing. In countries rich to poor, including Mexico next door, tuition remains free or nominal. That was true as well in the United States itself when it was a much poorer country after World War II and huge numbers of students were able to enter college under the GI bill—a factor in uniquely high economic growth, even putting aside the significance in improving lives. Another device is the corporatization of the universities. That has led to a dramatic increase in layers of administration, often professional instead of drawn from the faculty as before; and to imposition of a business culture of “efficiency”—an ideological notion, not just an economic one. One illustration is the decision of state colleges to eliminate programs in nursing, engineering, and computer science, because they are costly, and happen to be the professions where there is a labour shortage, as The New York Times reports. The decision harms the society but conforms to the business ideology of short-term gain without regard for human consequences, in accord with the vile maxim. Some of the most insidious effects are on teaching and monitoring. The Enlightenment ideal of education was captured in the image of education as laying down a string that students follow in their own ways, developing their creativity and independence of mind. The alternative, to be rejected, is the image of pouring water into a vessel—and a very leaky one, as all of us know from experience. The latter approach includes teaching to test and other mechanisms that destroy students’ interest and seek to fit them into a mold, easily controlled. All too familiar today. Noam Chomsky is emeritus professor of linguistics and philosophy at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology in Cambridge, Mass.  Reprinted with permission. New York Times, Op-ed, April 4, 2012. Noam Chomsky’s new book, Making the Future: Occupations, Interventions, Empire and Resistance, is a collection of his columns for The New York Times Syndicate.) Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=14936,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2008 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 20, Number 4, January/February 2008 Teachers' pension plan What's new with purchase of service and the TPP? Have you recently taken an approved leave of absence from your current school district? If so, you may want to consider purchasing that leave to maximize the pension benefit that you will receive at retirement. Here are some things to note: A leave can be with full pay, partial pay, or without pay. For pension purposes, a leave with full pay is treated as if you were not on leave at all.  During a full-time leave without pay, you do not accumulate either pensionable or contributory service. If you purchase a leave period, you will receive the pensionable and contributory service that you would have received, had you not taken the leave.   During a leave of absence with partial pay, your contributions and pensionable service are reduced in proportion to the amount of time you are working. For example, if you are working half-time and on a half-time unpaid leave, you accumulate half the pensionable service and full contributory service. If you purchase the half-time leave you will receive the other half of the pensionable service.  There is a time limit to purchase approved leaves of absence—five years from the completion of that leave, or termination of employment from that same employer, whichever is earlier. Let’s look at an example: A teacher in the Cowichan Valley school district is granted a one-year maternity-parental leave beginning January 1, 2007. She returns to work January 1, 2008. She has until December 31, 2012 to purchase that leave. She then decides to resign her position in the Cowichan Valley School District at the end of June 2008 in order to start teaching in the Sooke School District in September 2008. This decision immediately triggers a new purchase deadline of June 30, 2008. In other words, she must initiate the purchase of that one-year maternity-parental leave from Cowichan Valley School District before her resignation from that same district takes effect. In order to initiate a purchase of service, download and print a purchase of service application form from the Forms section on the home page of the Teachers’ Pension Plan website, tpp.pensionsbc.ca. Complete the top third of the form. Take the form into your school district office to have the second third of the form completed. That’s all you have to do. Your school district will give you a copy of the form showing both parts completed and send off the original to the Teachers’ Pension Plan for processing. You will then receive a letter direct from the TPP detailing the cost of the plan and a deadline for payment. For further information on purchase of service, check out pensions page on the BCTF website, bctf.ca and Pensionfacts documents on purchase of service on the TPP website under publications. Contact BCTF Income Security staff 1-800-663-9163, (ext. 1921); 604-871-1921, or e-mail alambert@bctf.ca, cprellwitz@bctf.ca, or immis@bctf.ca. Pensions seminars 1. Your Pension, Your Future Thurs.&Fri. 5:00–6:30 p.m., Sat. 9:00–10:30 am 2. Thinking About Retiring Thurs.&Fri. 7:30–9:30 p.m., Sat. 11:30 a.m.–1:30 p.m. Preregistration is required; the time and location will be confirmed by e-mail or by mail. The forms are available at tpp.pensionsbc.ca. Date City Location February 7 Vancouver SFU, Fletcher Challenge Theatre February 8 Vancouver SFU, Fletcher Challenge Theatre February 9 Vancouver SFU, Fletcher Challenge Theatre February 14 Vernon Schubert Centre February 16 Penticton Penticton Lakeside Resort March 6 Burnaby Shadboldt Centre March 8 Burnaby Shadboldt Centre March 29 Fort St. John Super 8 Motel April 3 Nanaimo Coast Bastion Inn April 5 Nanaimo Cost Bastion Inn April 12 Castlegar Selkirk College April 19 Prince Rupert Coast Prince Rupert May 8 Delta Delta Town & Country May 10 North Vancouver Holiday Inn, North Vancouver For more information, contact: Teachers’ Pension Plan, Seminar Services, Box 9460, Victoria, BC V8W 9V8, Toll free 1-877-558-5574, Fax: 250-953-0436, E-mail TPPseminars@pensionsbc.ca. Ten reasons to attend a pension seminar this year To better understand your pension as a "pay cheque for life" in retirement. To recognize the benefits of a defined-benefit pension plan such as the TPP. To make the most of your individual learning styles (seeing, listening, reading, writing, website tools) to understand pension information. To learn how to read your own Members’ Benefit Statement and access your personal pension information online. To learn how to make the most of your pension benefit (e.g., purchases of service, transfers, child-rearing credit). To learn more about post-retirement group benefits (i.e., MSP, EHB, dental, and indexing). To have your general pension questions answered during the seminar and your personal questions answered after the seminar. To begin planning in order to have greater security and a more successful transition into life beyond the classroom. It’s all free! Admission, pension information booklet, pencil, and beverage—bring your spouse and/or teaching colleague. No assembly or batteries required. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media jthornthwaite last tweet "MLA @douglas_horne thanking @colemancountry for his work w/ housing for BC @LindaReimerMLA @bcliberals http://t.co/zR6bdVGcRI" @jthornthwaite - 02:03am Follow @jthornthwaite BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11094&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2002 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 14, Number 6, April 2002 Making connections in home economics by Lana Lambert I have taught home economics for 18 years at Pitt Meadows Secondary School and have sponsored connection activities between our school and some of the elementary feeder schools in our district. Three or four times a year, our activities centre on themes such as Halloween, Christmas, Valentine’s Day, Easter, Mother’s Day, and Father’s Day. The children who participate are from Kindergarten to Grade 7, but most often are in the primary grades. Working in a secondary home economics setting, the elementary students are involved in a variety of activities. On Halloween, the students are usually carving pumpkins. Sometimes they bring their own that they have picked at the pumpkin patch. Today, just picking a pumpkin and seeing where and how pumpkins grow can be a learning experience. Most often the pumpkins are provided at cost or donated by the local grocery store. The students are shown a video about pumpkin carving and then working together they carve and create a jack o’ lantern that they can take home with them. If time permits, other craft-related activities are undertaken. At Christmas, my foods and nutrition students will help the visiting elementary students make small gingerbread houses using empty milk cartons and graham wafers with royal icing. The secondary students often make the icing and help the younger students construct and decorate the houses. Sometimes one of the students dresses up as Santa. Cookies are a favourite for Valentine’s Day and crafting a card for someone special. At Easter, students decorate Ukrainian Easter eggs, have Easter egg hunts, and make an Easter card to give with their eggs. These activities have been very successful. They focus on, and emphasize, communicating, helping, socializing, and interacting. Sometimes the secondary students will work with a younger sibling or relative. Although the activities are usually only two hours long, a helper-bond often develops. I have been doing these integration projects for years and discovered that some of my students were former elementary visitors from years back. Sometimes the secondary students discover a new career option in childcare, teaching, or other child-related disciplines. The most beneficial outcome of these activities is the positive energy created. I have students who are not in my classes asking if they can help out and become involved. The social skills of communicating and helping that can surface and be developed through these activities are ones we use during our entire life. I highly recommend this kind of program to anyone who has the time to set it up. Lana Lambert teaches at Pitt Meadows Secondary School, Pitt Meadows.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/SocialJustice.aspx?id=15282,BCTF > Organizations and networks dealing with global issues  	BCTF Social Justice  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources   For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Social Justice > Programs and Workshops > Global Education > Global Classroom Webliography of Internet Resources for Global Education Organizations and networks dealing with global issues Subcategories:  Canada-based organizations  British Columbia-based organizations  International organizations  Canada-based organizations Alternatives This NPO supports local community-based initiatives working towards the greater economic, social, and political rights of people. Canadian Centre for Policy Initiatives (CCPA) The CCPA is an independent non-partisan research institute concerned with issues of social and economic justice. Canadian Centres for Teaching Peace The goal of this Canadian nonprofit is to promote lasting peace by encouraging individuals to think globally and act locally. Canadian Crossroads International Develop partnerships with southern countries, by organizing volunteer co-op placements and educating the public on development issues. Canadian Feed the Children (CFTC) CFTC programs provide clean water, healthy food, medical care, sanitation, and education to the world’s children. Canadian Food for the Hungry FH Canada is a charitable organization dedicated to sustainable development and emergency response worldwide. Canadian Organization for Development through Education (CODE) CODE supports education programs in developing countries through provision of learning materials and support for literacy trainers. Canadian Red Cross (CRC) The Youth Tap Program of the CRC works actively with youth, teachers, and youth leaders around critical contemporary global issues. CARE Canada CARE Canada’s mission is to serve individuals and families in the poorest communities in the world. Free the Children Largest network in the world of children helping children. Impact First International This is an organization whose mandate is to advance the standard of living for marginalized women in developing countries. International Development Research Centre (IDRC) IDRC works with researchers from the developing world in their search for the means to build more equitable and more prosperous societies. Maquila Solidarity Network Promotes solidarity with groups in Mexico, Central America, Africa, and Asia in maquiladora factories to improve conditions and earn a living wage. MATCH International This is a Canadian women’s international organization guided by a feminist vision of sustainable development. Results Canada Results Canada is a national network of volunteers, committed to creating the political will to end hunger. Saskatchewan Council for International Cooperation (SCIC) SCIC explores new opportunities for Saskatchewan people to get involved in international co-operation and development. Stephen Lewis Foundation Founded to ease the pain of HIV/AIDS in Africa. Urban Agriculture: a Global Initiative This is a response to an escalating demand worldwide for expertise and technical assistance for sustainable urban food production. USC Canada USC Canada is a voluntary organization working to promote strong, healthy, and just communities in developing countries. World Inter-Action Mondiale (WIAM) This is an Ottawa-based global education organization. World Literacy of Canada (WLC) WLC supports community-based programs that emphasize adult literacy and non-formal education for both children and adults. British Columbia-based organizations BC Council for International Cooperation The BCCIC is a coalition of international development organizations. This site houses a directory of the Coalition’s member organizations. BC Teachers for Peace and Global Education This is a provincial specialist association of the BC Teachers' Federation. They promote and encourage peace and global education throughout BC through workshops, seminars, conferences and publications. Canadian Harambee Education Society (CHES) CHES provides scholarships for poor, bright high school girls in Africa and supports special projects, such as the construction of libraries. CoDevelopment Canada CoDev Canada forms partnerships between groups in BC and Latin America in order to build alliances for social change. Continuum: Advocacy and Educational Fieldwork Continuum uses education to facilitate ways of being and acting that support equality, human rights, and harmony between people. David Suzuki Foundation Since 1990, the Foundation has worked to find ways for society to live in balance with the natural world that sustains us. Nature Challenge E-Newsletter  HOPE International Development Agency Working in Africa, Asia, and the Americas HOPE undertakes and supports people-oriented projects. International Institute for Child Rights and Development IICRD is a Canadian leader in community-based, national and international applications of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child. Red SEPA – IDEA Network Red SEPA seeks to build an understanding of the impact of neo-liberal policies on education throughout the Americas Victoria International Development Education Association VIDEA has been involved in the promotion and delivery of global education in Victoria since 1977. International organizations Amnesty International Worldwide movement of people who campaign for internationally recognized human rights. Doctors without Borders/Médecins Sans Frontières MSF provides medical help to people caught in catastrophes such as armed conflicts, natural disasters, epidemics, and famines. MSF Canada Website  Education International This is a global union representing education workers worldwide. EI Online Resource Library  Greenpeace As a global organization, Greenpeace focuses on the most crucial worldwide threats to our planet’s biodiversity and environment. International Campaign to Ban Landmines (ICBL) This is a network of more than 1,400 NGOs working in 90 countries, working for a global ban on landmines. ICBL Newsletter   International Trade Union Confederation (ITUC) The ITUC directs campaigns on issues such as the defence of trade union and workers’ rights, and the eradication of child labour. MoveOn MoveOn.org Civic Action is a nonprofit US organization that primarily focuses on education and advocacy on important national issues. Oxfam International Oxfam International is a confederation of organizations working together to find lasting solutions to poverty, suffering, and injustice. Oxfam Canada Website  Save the Children This is a relief organization that creates opportunities for the world’s children to live safe, healthy, and fulfilling lives. STC Canada Website  Teachers without Borders An international NGO, devoted to closing the education divide through teacher professional development and community education. Trickle Up Program The Trickle Up Program helps the lowest income people worldwide out of poverty, by providing loans and business training. About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141006,globalnews.ca,http://globalnews.ca/author/robin-gill/,GlobalNews - Staff Personalities | Robin Gill Your Region: National BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg On TV: News Hour Sections National National sections Locals Local sections Watch Watch sections Search Canada Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released Sections Health Money Consumer Tech Entertainment Environment Science Lifestyle Sports Featured Canada World Politics Investigations Canada Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released Your Region National Change BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Health Money Consumer Tech Entertainment Environment Science Lifestyle Sports Jump to a Region National BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Man trying to reach Bermuda in inflatable bubble rescued by Coast Guard Schedule NowNews Hour 6:30pmGlobal National More Programs Global National The West Block 16x9 The Morning Show More Personalities Dawna Friesen Carolyn Jarvis Liza Fromer Tom Clark More DAILY 5:30pm 6:30pm ET|AT Main About Personalities Video Everyday Hero Your Canada Social Media Follow Robin on Twitter Contact Robin Robin Gill Global National BC Correspondent Robin Gill is Global National‘s weekend anchor and British Columbia correspondent, based in Vancouver. Since arriving to the national newsroom in December 2008, Robin has been assigned to report on some of the biggest stories making news across Canada and around the world, such as the high-profile inquiry into the death of Polish immigrant Robert Dziekanski at the Vancouver International Airport; the 2011 United Nations meeting in Geneva where world leaders discussed how to deal with then-Libyan leader Moammar Gadhafi; and the aftermath of Japan’s massive, devastating earthquake and tsunami that struck in March 2011. Robin also found herself in the middle of dangerous chaos, reporting live to the country from the Stanley Cup riots that erupted in downtown Vancouver on June 15, 2011. From February to March 2010, she also travelled to India to produce a five-part special series on Canadians in the region. Prior to Global National, Robin spent eight years reporting and anchoring at Global Toronto, covering some of the region’s biggest stories, such as the visit of the Dalai Lama, the SARS outbreak, and the Air France crash at Pearson International Airport. She also appeared on American television networks, such as NBC and Fox, reporting live on those events. Robin earned her degree in International Relations from the University of British Columbia. She also has a diploma in broadcast journalism from BCIT. While still in school, Robin began her career as a writer and researcher at BCTV (now Global BC). That took her to a gig as a reporter and anchor in a small town in Saskatchewan. From there, it was back to Vancouver for a reporting job at CBC. Robin later joined A-Channel Calgary (now Citytv) for the station’s launch in 1997, where she was a reporter and morning show co-host. Robin on Twitter 2 days ago Robin Gill @Robin_Global Follow @Robin_Global RT @KateGajdosik: Join me after the News Hour @BC1 Talking w @davepinton on @bcit turning 50 yrs old...& the owner of Tzou, the St.Bernard… Popular Now How does Ebola spread? 5 things you need to know 17958 Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released 9957 Accused Madeleine McCann Twitter troll found dead 9216 Ebola: 5 reasons why an outbreak is highly unlikely in Canada 5718 UPDATE: What’s the best, cheapest Canadian cellphone plan out there? 5633 Featured Content Canada Ebola: 5 reasons why an outbreak is highly unlikely in Canada What are the chances of an Ebola outbreak taking off in Canada? It isn’t likely, according to experts. And here are a number of reasons why. Continue reading → Environment Are we in the midst of a mass extinction? There have been 5 mass extinctions — the loss of 75 per cent or more of the world’s species — in Earth’s history. Scientists now believe that we are at the early stages of the sixth. Continue reading → Health Lab-grown penises may soon be ‘ready for testing’ on humans Researchers in North Carolina say penises grown in laboratories could “soon be ready for human testing,” offering hope for men who have had traumatic injuries or penile cancer. Continue reading → Canada Meet Rachel Parent — the teen fighting for GMO labelling in Canada Rachel Parent is a 15-year-old activist. Her goal: mandatory labelling in Canada of all genetically modified organisms, or GMOs that are found as ingredients in food. Continue reading → Canada Abandoned puppies on the mend Twenty hungry, cold and flea-infested puppies found in a Saskatchewan field are now being nursed back to health at Battleford’s Humane Society. Continue reading → Science Everything you need to know about Wednesday’s lunar eclipse On Oct. 8, Canada will be treated to its second lunar eclipse of the year. Find out what you can expect. Continue reading → Canada Can homegrown food win the climate change war? Wondering what’s the single most effective way to combat climate change? Plant a garden. Continue reading → Canada 16×9: An investigation into illegal lumber Timber thieves are stealing wood from the Russian Far East, processing it in China and then shipping it to North America, a 16×9 investigation has found. Continue reading → Highlights Hounds of Parliament: As commuting cyclist and budget watchdog, Frechette must make his presence known Frechette draws a line distinguishing his personality as a cyclist and as the parliamentary budget officer. But surely there’s a parallel between the assertive man he is on a bike and in the role of PBO? Continue reading → Email alerts Sign up for FREE daily Globalnews.ca newsletters and breaking news alerts Email Address National Daily News National Breaking News By clicking on the submit button, I have read, understood and agreed to our privacy policy Twitter Follow globalnews 5 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews USA Swimming suspends #MichaelPhelps for 6 months glbn.ca/ClLU9 pic.twitter.com/nqC3dQ3NhL 5 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews Hillary Clinton: military action against ISIS “critical” and “essential” globalnews.ca/news/1600343/w… #cdnpoli 17 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews Boy left in car during church choir practice dies glbn.ca/ClKBB Jump to a Region BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Connect Facebook Twitter Google+ RSS Contact Us Global News About Us Privacy Policy Principles & Practices Terms & Conditions Copyright Shaw Media Advertise Open Data © Shaw Media Inc., 2014. All rights reserved. Follow Follow “Global News” Get every new post delivered to your Inbox. Join 3,820 other followers Powered by WordPress.com Shaw Connect Expand News Entertainment Entertainment Home Celebs Movies TV Music Living Lifestyle Food Home & Living Sports Money Tech Travel Breaktime Autos Watch TV Online All Sites Global Global News Food Network HGTV History Television Showcase Slice DTOUR ET Canada National Geographic Movietime Lifetime H2 DIY Action NG Wild Mystery IFC BBC Deja Vu Twist)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "Eid Mubarak to all those celebrating in BC!" @bcliberals - 06:52pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140925,www.blogger.com,https://www.blogger.com/profile/13533105135676822007,Blogger: User Profile:  Mad Nutmeg Mad Nutmeg Contact me On Blogger since July 2009 Profile views - 81 My blogs MAD NUTMEG About me Gender Female Industry Communications or Media Occupation Editor Location Vancouver, BC, Canada Introduction I'm a working mother with one sweet son, stuck in limbo land in the middle of downtown Vancouver. I strongly feel this is the year that I'm going to hang pictures on my wall, eliminate laundry piles, declutter and lose weight. I'm never going to lose my optimism. Interests My Son, Reading, watching TV, getting through my to-do list, surfing Favorite Movies Lord of the Rings Trilogy, Alien, Aliens, Do the Right Thing, Strictly Ballroom Favorite Music Lady Gaga, Old Micheal Jackson, Bob Marley, Peter Tosh, Keane Favorite Books Please Kill Me, Sandman Graphic Novels, Bone Graphic Novels, Game of Thrones, Interview with a Vampire, A Prayer for Owen Meanie Help Help Center Help Forum Video Tutorials Community Blogger Buzz +Blogger Developers Blogger API Developer Forum Copyright © 1999 – 2014 Google Terms of Service Privacy Content Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=10984,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2002 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 14, Number 7, May/June 2002  Playing my part on the bandwagon by Tom Potts Seventy-six trombones led the big parade... with a hundred and ten cornets close at hand... and Robert Preston struts down the main street all uniformed and flashy with the entire town all starry eyed about the wonderful new plan. After more than 25 years in the classroom, having seen the educational "music man" come to town over and over again, often playing the same tune heard before, I can’t help but look with skepticism upon the arrival of yet another methodological parade. Oh, I guess I have to concede that some aspects of some of the things we have had foisted upon us have crept into our repertoires and perhaps a few have become old standards by now in that we can still hum a few bars as we move our students through the curriculum. But, I bought at auction for pennies on the dollar, a magnificent folding mahogany wall that went from being an open-area classroom divider... and the trombones disappeared over the hill...to becoming a divider that separates the car bays from the workshop in my garage. We are into early literacy now, and the sheet music of the tunes we have to learn in order to march in this parade are arriving even as we speak. Now don’t get me wrong. I’m not suggesting that there is anything remotely wrong with promoting early literacy. In fact, I have been labouring under the impression that the promotion of early literacy and literacy in general has been pretty much the prime directive of public education since the inception of the whole idea. And every one of us who stands in front of a class every day, regardless of grade or curriculum, is an evangelist in that regard. However, when I hear the trombones coming, I get skeptical when I think about the motives. Increasingly, we in education and all aspects of education itself, have become objects of measurement rather than subjects of evaluation. Increasingly we are quantified rather than qualified. And, increasingly, the results of quantification and measurement have been cloaked in the jargon of evaluation and quality. So, sweeping judgments about the quality of instruction, programs, methodologies, and other subjective aspects of education are increasingly being made based upon such objective measurements as standardized tests, and the results of the tests are being used to rank order students, classes, schools, districts, provinces, states, and countries. Whenever a hierarchy is established, by definition someone or something has to be at the top, and some other has to be at the bottom. Immediately it becomes a game of "King of the Hill." Those at the top want to stay there; those at the bottom seek to shed the ignominy of their position by displacing someone higher up. It reminds me of Jim Pattison’s sales policy when he had the car lot on Main Street in Vancouver—low person at the end of the month is fired. I suggest that the primary motivation for adopting a specific program in this context is far and away, first and foremost, to look good in the rankings. Enter the Tennessee Star Project. Tennessee in the mid-1980s found itself in the unenviable position of being dead last in a ranking of the United States relative to standardized test scores in reading and math, particularly in elementary school. Good thing Tennessee wasn’t selling cars—Jimmy would have fired ‘em. We teachers have long understood from our experience that smaller class sizes have a very positive effect on learning. We campaigned long and hard to get class-size limits in contract, and it was an uphill battle all the way. The problem, of course, is that as the class numbers decrease, teacher numbers increase, and that costs money. The recent expunging of class-size numbers from our collective agreement reflects the superior value placed on "flexibility." But how could Tennessee climb quickly from the bottom of the rankings? Well, obviously, reduce class sizes to increase learning. So, that’s what they did, in a four-year longitudinal study from 1985 to 1989 that followed students from K through Grade 3 at 17 inner-city, 16 suburban, 8 urban, and 38 rural schools in order to assess the effects of class size in different school locations. The sample included more than 6,000 students in each year of the study. Among the conclusions expressed in the executive summary of the study is the following statement by Dr. Jeremy Finn: "This research leaves no doubt that small classes have an advantage over larger classes in reading and mathematics in the early primary grades. This experiment yields an answer to the questions of the existence of a class-size effect, as well as estimates of the magnitude of the effect for early primary grades." Tennessee is both a substantial physical distance away from us and also a significant cultural distance away. Yet, when faced with the published rankings of objective achievement as championed by the righteous right of our very own Fraser Institute, those who find themselves in the "tail-end-Charlie" position scramble for ways to change the numbers. No small wonder then, considering that it has always been the case that when Uncle Sam sneezes, Canada catches a cold, that we will grab whatever we can find across the line to fix stuff. So we have Star projects in place now in B.C. that have early primary class sizes of 15 to increase the achievement numbers, and isn’t that great? Well, yes it is, and the numbers should be like that. They should be like that in every primary class, because it provides a better quality education to each individual young person so that everyone will have a better chance of success in our increasingly difficult world. They should not be like that simply to pander to the rank order in the newspaper, because as long as measurement creates a rank order, there will always be those on the bottom, no matter how enormous the general improvement is. So, as we find ourselves jockeying for position in the Fraser Institute rankings, some are adopting the Tennessee solution. Not many know, however, that in the rank order where Tennessee was the last of the 50 states, British Columbia was higher than the highest of the 50 states, and in fact, according to the recent OECD study undertaken in 32 different countries, British Columbia has one of the top education systems in the world. So, I never forget the "76 trombones," and as I modestly take my place as the one and only bass, and I oompah up and down the square, I wonder, Who is leading this parade? Whose music is it anyway? And where are we off to now? Tom Potts teaches at Kelowna Secondary School and is second vice-president of the Central Okanagan Teachers’ Association. References: Executive Summary Report, www.cde.ca.gov OECD Study, www.pisa.oecd.org Some other class-size study sites: www.bctf.bc.ca/ISDept/research/ClassSize.html eric.uoregon.edu/trends_issues/organization/ selected_abstracts/research.html www.aera.net/gov/archive/r0699-01.htm www.nea.org/publiced/edstats/kinddata.html www.schoolhousedoor.com/principal/article-classsize3.htm Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/ResearchReports.aspx?id=5600,BCTF > 2005td01, Teacher, Administrative Officer, and Student numbers, 2001-02 to 2004-05  	BCTF Research Reports  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Publications > Research Reports  PDF version BCTF Research Report Section II 2005-TD-01 Teacher, Administrative Officer, and Student numbers, 2001-02 to 2004-05 By Colleen Hawkey BCTF Research Department Each year the Ministry of Education, by way of Form 1530: FTE Employees By Program, collects information on teachers, education assistants, administrators, and other staff working in the public education system. Districts are required to submit counts of educators as at September 30 of each year. All employee positions of the school district paid through the operating budget are included. The following definitions are used with Form 1530: Teachers: all staff who hold a valid certificate of qualification or a Letter of Permission and who are employed by a Board to provide an educational program to students, except for Principals, Vice-Principals, Directors of Instruction, Superintendents, or Assistant Superintendents. Principals and Vice Principals: all staff who hold a valid certificate of qualification or a Letter of Permission and who are employed by a Board or an Administrative Officer contract, such as Principals, Vice-Principals and Directors of Instruction. Educational Assistants: teacher assistants and childcare workers. Support Staff: non-excluded clerical staff, secretaries and clerks, and other staff such as accountants, maintenance staff, custodians, and bus drivers. Other Professionals: Superintendents, Assistant Superintendents, Secretary-Treasurers, Assistant Secretary-Treasurers, Trustees, and any other board employees who are excluded from a union agreement. Table 1, below, shows the full-time-equivalent (FTE) teachers by district for the past four years, and the percent change in FTE positions between 2001-02 and 2004-05. The total number of FTE teachers has declined from 33,275.44 in 2001-02 to 30,666.01 in 2004-05, for a loss of 2,609.43 positions, or -7.8%. Since 2001-02, all but three districts have experienced reductions in FTE teachers. The largest decline in teacher FTEs was between 2001-02 and 2002-03, when 1,976.08 positions were lost. The period from 2001-02 to 2003-04 saw additional cuts totaling 582.32 positions. There was a further decline of 51.03 FTEs (-0.2%) between 2003-04 and 2004-05. Table 1: Form 1530 Staffing Data, 2001-02 to 2004-05: FTE Teachers by District, sorted by % change # District Name 2001 FTE Teachers 2002 FTE Teachers 2003 FTE Teachers 2004 FTE Teachers % Change 2001–02 to 2004–05 Difference between 2001–02 & 2004–05 85 Vancouver Island North 143.76 124.7 108.94 99.27 -30.9% -44.49 74 Gold Trail 144.4289 129.669 112.773 105.368 -27.0% -39.0609 84 Vancouver Island West 51.17 37.7 38.8 39.3 -23.2% -11.87 49 Central Coast 31.5 27.053 27 24.23 -23.1% -7.27 6 Rocky Mountain 239.078 213.569 199.578 189.053 -20.9% -50.025 10 Arrow Lakes 50.67 43.95 41.13 40.52 -20.0% -10.15 57 Prince George 1,008.76 905.759 836.828 809.941 -19.7% -198.814 50 Haida Gwaii/Queen Charlotte 62.577 58.27 56.2 50.858 -18.7% -11.719 27 Cariboo-Chilcotin 419.133 363.298 371.708 347.283 -17.1% -71.85 20 Kootenay-Columbia 290.25 272.659 257.233 245.443 -15.4% -44.807 72 Campbell River 380.671 345.298 336.798 323.726 -15.0% -56.945 5 Southeast Kootenay 364.138 335.383 318.321 311.245 -14.5% -52.893 53 Okanagan Similkameen 172.426 159.639 157.271 148.792 -13.7% -23.634 51 Boundary 111.175 100.131 98.898 96.009 -13.6% -15.166 68 Nanaimo-Ladysmith 896.558 833.406 774.129 775.799 -13.5% -120.759 52 Prince Rupert 209.997 187.7232 182.684 181.748 -13.5% -28.249 47 Powell River 160.505 158.75 141.88 139.08 -13.3% -21.425 79 Cowichan Valley 559.76 520.875 490.456 490.593 -12.4% -69.167 48 Howe Sound 253.678 231.378 221.0863 222.715 -12.2% -30.963 82 Coast Mountains 393.726 369.1104 351.096 345.8967 -12.1% -47.8293 73 Kamloops/Thompson 903.38 845.17 772.085 795.37 -12.0% -108.01 81 Fort Nelson 73.2055 71.093 69.7 64.92 -11.3% -8.2855 83 North Okanagan-Shuswap 442.27 418.742 400.1 392.408 -11.3% -49.862 44 North Vancouver 1,002.80 916.972 903.371 891.785 -11.1% -111.015 35 Langley 1,099.03 998.897 992.636 977.618 -11.0% -121.409 64 Gulf Islands 98.36 93.194 87.1566 87.5724 -11.0% -10.7876 8 Kootenay Lake 339.971 314.801 326.103 305.106 -10.3% -34.865 58 Nicola-Similkameen 173.521 163.081 161.5824 155.772 -10.2% -17.749 61 Greater Victoria 1,144.08 1,053.34 1039.854 1,029.42 -10.0% -114.662 54 Bulkley Valley 162.915 154.96 150.214 146.744 -9.9% -16.171 38 Richmond 1,344.31 1,223.29 1213.359 1,211.49 -9.9% -132.819 78 Fraser-Cascade 140.232 129.6911 130.5655 126.4386 -9.8% -13.7934 28 Quesnel 255.536 240.7567 236.8354 230.5 -9.8% -25.036 46 Sunshine Coast 231.529 229.706 216.123 208.905 -9.8% -22.624 63 Saanich 465.302 437.151 432.576 420.9915 -9.5% -44.3105 67 Okanagan Skaha 400.798 375.55 368.34 365.639 -8.8% -35.159 92 Nisga'a 46 44 39 42 -8.7% -4 19 Revelstoke 83.672 80.034 78.887 76.496 -8.6% -7.176 75 Mission 397.615 359.78 369.229 365.891 -8.0% -31.724 39 Vancouver 3,479.07 3,263.20 3270.61 210.07 -7.7% -269 70 Alberni 272.3757 258.026 250.24 251.926 -7.5% -20.4497 71 Comox Valley 515.311 474.652 483.924 480.234 -6.8% -35.077 43 Coquitlam 1,838.13 1,750.56 1673.625 1,732.398 -5.8% -105.727 41 Burnaby 1,371.09 1,290.37 1286.48 1,293.93 -5.6% -77.16 33 Chilliwack 629.857 606.861 599.549 597.18 -5.2% -32.677 23 Central Okanagan 1,160.21 1,114.62 1117.19 1,104.40 -4.8% -55.81 34 Abbotsford 1,044.07 967.843 977.425 996.572 -4.5% -47.495 62 Sooke 460.5 433.208 434.782 440.631 -4.3% -19.869 69 Qualicum 277.169 266.79 266.901 265.276 -4.3% -11.893 22 Vernon 490.62 480.646 475.453 470.806 -4.0% -19.814 87 Stikine 26 24 24 25 -3.8% -1 59 Peace River South 242.843 227.653 221.299 234.716 -3.3% -8.127 60 Peace River North 308.312 295.996 296.438 298.873 -3.1% -9.439 42 Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows 863.574 820.083 834.511 847.188 -1.9% -16.386 45 West Vancouver 355.44 343.073 344.277 348.9075 -1.8% -6.5325 37 Delta 907.71 884.57 893.95 892.68 -1.7% -15.03 36 Surrey 3,496.10 3,449.14 3354.2 3,441.90 -1.6% -54.193 91 Nechako Lakes 263.488 258.528 266.267 271.825 3.2% 8.337 40 New Westminster 341.428 322.616 337.84 361.628 5.9% 20.2 93 Conseil scolaire francophone 183.671 198.4 197.549 217.929 18.7% 34.258 Total Province 33,275.44 31,299.36 30,717.04 30,666.01 -7.8% -2,609.43 Source: Ministry of Education Form 1530 data (unpublished). Table 2, below, shows the FTE information for Administrative Officers from 2001-02 to 2004-05. In summary: The total number of FTE administrative officers has declined from 2,668.43 in 2001-02 to 2,543.82 in 2004-05, for a loss of 124.61 positions, or -4.7%. Since 2001-02, forty of sixty districts have experienced reductions in AO FTEs, while fifteen districts have shown increases, and five show no change for the period. As with teachers, the largest decline in AO FTEs was between 2001-02 and 2002-03, when 70.79 positions were lost. Table 2: Form 1530 Staffing Data, 2001-02 to 2004-05: FTE Administrative Officers by District, sorted by % change # District Name 2001 FTE Admin 2002 FTE Admin 2003 FTE Admin 2004 FTE Admin % Change 2001–02 to 2004–05 Difference between 2004–05 & 2001–02 20 Kootenay-Columbia 28 26 21 19 -32.1% -9 85 Vancouver Island North 21 20 15 15 -28.6% -6 74 Gold Trail 18 14 12 13.5 -25.0% -4.5 70 Alberni 38 34 27.901 30 -21.1% -8 5 Southeast Kootenay 35.18 31 31 28 -20.4% -7.18 57 Prince George 95 85.5 79.5 76 -20.0% -19 82 Coast Mountains 37 35.3 32.928 30 -18.9% -7 72 Campbell River 37.6 34.6 36.6 30.8 -18.1% -6.8 54 Bulkley Valley 17 16 16 14 -17.6% -3 6 Rocky Mountain 32 28.2 26.4 26.4 -17.5% -5.6 50 Haida Gwaii/Queen Charlotte 9.184 10 9 8 -12.9% -1.184 40 New Westminster 27.43 24.15 24 24 -12.5% -3.43 78 Fraser-Cascade 16 15 14 14 -12.5% -2 58 Nicola-Similkameen 17.001 17.6 16.05 15 -11.8% -2.001 27 Cariboo-Chilcotin 48.46 47.9 47.9 42.9 -11.5% -5.56 61 Greater Victoria 115.23 114.13 108.13 103.13 -10.5% -12.1 23 Central Okanagan 79.6 73.6 70 72 -9.5% -7.6 8 Kootenay Lake 37.21 36.9 36.8 34.05 -8.5% -3.16 73 Kamloops/Thompson 71 69 66 65 -8.5% -6 83 North Okanagan-Shuswap 42 40 38 38.5 -8.3% -3.5 28 Quesnel 26 26.001 25 24 -7.7% -2 63 Saanich 37.8 35.8 35 35 -7.4% -2.8 67 Okanagan Skaha 38.5 37 36.8 36 -6.5% -2.5 52 Prince Rupert 18.165 16 16 17 -6.4% -1.165 47 Powell River 16 15 14 15 -6.3% -1 53 Okanagan Similkameen 19 18 19 18 -5.3% -1 35 Langley 95.143 92.643 93.214 91.054 -4.3% -4.089 62 Sooke 49 45 46.7 47 -4.1% -2 79 Cowichan Valley 49.9 47.286 46.6 47.9 -4.0% -2 44 North Vancouver 92.6 96.2 92 89 -3.9% -3.6 39 Vancouver 183 185 179 176 -3.8% -7 68 Nanaimo-Ladysmith 68.592 67.675 68.8 66.675 -2.8% -1.917 43 Coquitlam 113 111 106 110 -2.7% -3 41 Burnaby 75.6 73 73.75 73.65 -2.6% -1.95 69 Qualicum 25.6 25.001 24 25 -2.3% -0.6 42 Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows 62.169 62.3 65.8 60.8 -2.2% -1.369 34 Abbotsford 79.868 74.23 72.9 79 -1.1% -0.868 71 Comox Valley 50.35 51 50.001 50 -0.7% -0.35 60 Peace River North 29.8 30.8 29.6 29.6 -0.7% -0.2 81 Fort Nelson 7.033 7.033 7 7 -0.5% -0.033 10 Arrow Lakes 5 5 5 5 0.0% 0 37 Delta 60 58 59.52 60 0.0% 0 49 Central Coast 3 2.5 2 3 0.0% 0 64 Gulf Islands 14.6 13.6 14.4 14.6 0.0% 0 84 Vancouver Island West 5 5 5 5 0.0% 0 36 Surrey 213.252 206.1 209.5 215 0.8% 1.748 33 Chilliwack 51.7 50.59 50.59 52.59 1.7% 0.89 38 Richmond 106.201 109.601 107.6 108.269 1.9% 2.068 22 Vernon 42.6 42.6 43.6 43.8 2.8% 1.2 48 Howe Sound 21 21 22 22 4.8% 1 46 Sunshine Coast 17 16 18 17.9 5.3% 0.9 59 Peace River South 31 33 33 32.8 5.8% 1.8 45 West Vancouver 35 33.4 37.4 37.8 8.0% 2.8 75 Mission 33.865 35.4 39.5 39.5 16.6% 5.635 19 Revelstoke 6 6 6 7 16.7% 1 91 Nechako Lakes 24.2 25 27.6 28.6 18.2% 4.4 51 Boundary 9.999 10 10.5 12 20.0% 2.001 87 Stikine 4 6 6 5 25.0% 1 93 Conseil scolaire francophone 21 23 24 29 38.1% 8 92 Nisga'a 5 7 7 8 60.0% 3 Total Province 2,668.43 2,597.64 2,557.58 2,543.82 -4.7% -124.614 Source: Ministry of Education Form 1530 data (unpublished). Table 3, below, shows the percent change in total teacher and Administrative Officer FTEs compared to student FTEs for the province from 2001-02 to 2004-05. There is a disproportionate decline in the percentage of teachers compared to students and AOs over the period shown. An almost 8% decline in teacher FTEs from 2001-02 to 2004-05 compares with a 4.7% decline in AOs and a 3.2% decline in student numbers for the same period. Table 3: Teacher, AO, and Student FTEs for the Province, 2001-02 to 2004-05: year-over-year % change Year FTE Teachers FTE AOs FTE Students FTEs % Change FTEs % Change FTEs % Change 2001–02 33,275.44 - 2,668.43 - 596,431.80 - 2002–03 31,299.36 -5.90% 2,597.64 -2.70% 588,809.00 -1.30% 2003–04 30,717.04 -1.90% 2,557.58 -1.50% 582,440.10 -1.10% 2004–05 30,666.01 -0.20% 2,543.82 -0.50% 577,158.30 -0.90% Source: Ministry of Education Form 1530 data (unpublished); Ministry of Education Student Enrolment Reports 2000-01 - 2004-05, Provincial Report, accessed on the world wide web on December 10, 2004 (bced.gov.bc.ca/reportfinder/publicschools.php). Form 1530 data are collected by Educator (function) and by Program. Past reports have shown FTE changes by teacher categories such a teacher-librarians, special education, and ESL teachers. At the time of this publication the program-level data were not available and accordingly are not reported here. Other research reports providing demographic information about the public school system in B.C. are available on the BCTF web site at bctf.ca/ResearchReports/#Demographics. For more information about the data in this report contact Colleen Hawkey at chawkey@bctf.ca. About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141006,globalnews.ca,http://globalnews.ca/tag/bc-teachers-strike/PubAdsService.clear,BC Teachers Strike | News, Videos & Articles Your Region: National BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg On TV: Global National Sections National National sections Locals Local sections Watch Watch sections Search Canada Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released Sections Health Money Consumer Tech Entertainment Environment Science Lifestyle Sports Featured Canada World Politics Investigations Canada Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released Your Region National Change BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Health Money Consumer Tech Entertainment Environment Science Lifestyle Sports Jump to a Region National BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Man trying to reach Bermuda in inflatable bubble rescued by Coast Guard Schedule NowGlobal National 7:00pmEntertainment Tonight More Programs Global National The West Block 16x9 The Morning Show More Personalities Dawna Friesen Carolyn Jarvis Liza Fromer Tom Clark More News Major snowfall covers N. Manitoba Entertainment ‘Gone Girl’ wins weekend box office News Journalist with Ebola arrives at US hospital Canada Quebecor sells off Sun newspaper chain News Crowdfunded bus debuts in Toronto Entertainment Depardieu reveals past as escort, thief Canada MPs debate motion for airstrikes in Iraq Sports NBA extends television deals for 9 years Trending Maple Syrup Heist Hong Kong protests Iraq crisis Luka Magnotta Ebola outbreak enterovirus D68 Ukraine Retail Wars http://globalnews.ca/tag/bc-teachers-strike/"> News Live blog Daycare Options Wages Class Size What is E80? Class Composition Video Latest BC Teachers Strike Videos 02:08 News Hour BC Inner city teacher turns to crowdfunding for needy kids 01:59 News Hour BC Back to school, three weeks late 01:27 News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Will the school year be extended? 02:39 Noon News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: What can kids expect? 02:19 News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Results of the vote tonight 05:03 Noon News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Teachers voting today 04:12 News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Big questions remain 10:13 BC 1 BC teachers dispute: Union leader Jim Sinclair weighs in on deal 03:10 Noon News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: BCTF urged to vote yes 03:11 News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Deal details 01:44 News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Deal reaction 01:44 News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Back to school shopping 01:57 News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Finally, a tentative deal 06:59 BC 1 BC teachers dispute: Is it a good deal? 05:21 BC 1 BC teachers deal: Is the new deal affordable? 06:34 BC 1 BC teachers dispute: What will the school year look like? 15:57 News Hour BC Press conference: BCTF president Jim Iker on tentative deal 02:11 Global National BC teachers strike: Tentative deal reached, school may start Monday 15:20 News Hour BC Press conference: Premier Christy Clark and Peter Fassbender on tentative deal 06:31 BC 1 BC teachers dispute: Press conference review Latest BC Teachers Strike News Global News October 5, 2014 10:07 pm Coquitlam teachers fighting over pay Lori Leonard thought the protests were behind her, but the Coquitlam teacher is dusting off her picket sign once again. Continue reading → BC 1 September 27, 2014 2:02 pm Cheques for school strike money to be mailed in late October Cheques for the $40 a day promised to parents of children aged 12 and under during the education dispute will be mailed out in late October. Continue reading →   What is this? Branded content is written by or on behalf of our sponsor and not by Global News' editorial staff. If you'd like to learn more... What is this ? X What is this? Branded content is written by or on behalf of our sponsor and not by Global News' editorial staff. If you'd like to learn more... More stories below Global News September 24, 2014 1:34 am Children at Silverdale Elementary return to class in middle of construction site Students at Silverdale Elementary, a small school in Mission, have started off their year on a construction site. Continue reading → BC 1 September 22, 2014 7:50 pm Elementary school teacher sets up crowdfunding page for classroom supplies For teachers, going back to school also comes at a cost. Continue reading → BC 1 September 22, 2014 8:10 am BC teachers’ strike: Will the school year be extended? Public school students will be back in classrooms across B.C. on Monday amid lingering questions about how the education dispute will affect the school year. Continue reading → BC 1 September 20, 2014 1:36 pm B.C. students getting ready to go back to school on Monday Shoppers are expected to be out in droves this weekend across B.C., stocking up on school supplies. Continue reading →   What is this? Branded content is written by or on behalf of our sponsor and not by Global News' editorial staff. If you'd like to learn more... What is this ? X What is this? Branded content is written by or on behalf of our sponsor and not by Global News' editorial staff. If you'd like to learn more... BC 1 September 17, 2014 7:23 pm B.C. teachers ponder tentative deal ahead of vote The initial euphoria of getting a negotiated deal in the bitter B.C. teachers’ strike has worn off and now more than 40,000 union members are tallying their wins and losses before voting on the contract. Continue reading → BC 1 September 17, 2014 2:00 pm Questions about Pro-D Days in B.C. as tentative deal reached in dispute But for school districts that have Pro-D Days scheduled for Monday, many are wondering if those will be rescheduled or cancelled so the kids and teachers can get back in the classroom as soon as possible. Continue reading → More stories below BC 1 September 17, 2014 8:30 am Teachers to vote on tentative deal on Thursday: the details Here is what is known about the tentative six-year deal between the BCTF and government that teachers will vote on this Thursday Continue reading → Global News September 16, 2014 10:49 pm Full text of communication to teachers from the BCTF Read the full text of the e-mail that the BCTF sent to B.C. teachers today after the announcement of a tentative deal. Continue reading → Load More Popular Now Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released 20224 How does Ebola spread? 5 things you need to know 18659 Accused Madeleine McCann Twitter troll found dead 9985 Ebola: 5 reasons why an outbreak is highly unlikely in Canada 7298 UPDATE: What’s the best, cheapest Canadian cellphone plan out there? 5891 Featured Content Canada Ebola: 5 reasons why an outbreak is highly unlikely in Canada What are the chances of an Ebola outbreak taking off in Canada? It isn’t likely, according to experts. And here are a number of reasons why. Continue reading → Environment Are we in the midst of a mass extinction? There have been 5 mass extinctions — the loss of 75 per cent or more of the world’s species — in Earth’s history. Scientists now believe that we are at the early stages of the sixth. Continue reading → Health Lab-grown penises may soon be ‘ready for testing’ on humans Researchers in North Carolina say penises grown in laboratories could “soon be ready for human testing,” offering hope for men who have had traumatic injuries or penile cancer. Continue reading → Canada Meet Rachel Parent — the teen fighting for GMO labelling in Canada Rachel Parent is a 15-year-old activist. Her goal: mandatory labelling in Canada of all genetically modified organisms, or GMOs that are found as ingredients in food. Continue reading → Canada Abandoned puppies on the mend Twenty hungry, cold and flea-infested puppies found in a Saskatchewan field are now being nursed back to health at Battleford’s Humane Society. Continue reading → Science Everything you need to know about Wednesday’s lunar eclipse On Oct. 8, Canada will be treated to its second lunar eclipse of the year. Find out what you can expect. Continue reading → Canada Can homegrown food win the climate change war? Wondering what’s the single most effective way to combat climate change? Plant a garden. Continue reading → Canada 16×9: An investigation into illegal lumber Timber thieves are stealing wood from the Russian Far East, processing it in China and then shipping it to North America, a 16×9 investigation has found. Continue reading → Highlights Hounds of Parliament: As commuting cyclist and budget watchdog, Frechette must make his presence known Frechette draws a line distinguishing his personality as a cyclist and as the parliamentary budget officer. But surely there’s a parallel between the assertive man he is on a bike and in the role of PBO? Continue reading → Email alerts Sign up for FREE daily Globalnews.ca newsletters and breaking news alerts Email Address National Daily News National Breaking News By clicking on the submit button, I have read, understood and agreed to our privacy policy Twitter Follow globalnews 20 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews USA Swimming suspends #MichaelPhelps for 6 months glbn.ca/ClLU9 pic.twitter.com/nqC3dQ3NhL 20 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews Hillary Clinton: military action against ISIS “critical” and “essential” globalnews.ca/news/1600343/w… #cdnpoli 32 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews Boy left in car during church choir practice dies glbn.ca/ClKBB Jump to a Region BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Connect Facebook Twitter Google+ RSS Contact Us Global News About Us Privacy Policy Principles & Practices Terms & Conditions Copyright Shaw Media Advertise Open Data © Shaw Media Inc., 2014. All rights reserved. Follow Follow “Global News” Get every new post delivered to your Inbox. Join 3,820 other followers Powered by WordPress.com Shaw Connect Expand News Entertainment Entertainment Home Celebs Movies TV Music Living Lifestyle Food Home & Living Sports Money Tech Travel Breaktime Autos Watch TV Online All Sites Global Global News Food Network HGTV History Television Showcase Slice DTOUR ET Canada National Geographic Movietime Lifetime H2 DIY Action NG Wild Mystery IFC BBC Deja Vu Twist)
(20141008,thetyee.ca,http://thetyee.ca/News/2014/07/08/Vancouver-Sanctuary-City/,Inside Vancouver's Sanctuary City Movement | The Tyee About Advertise Follow Support RSS Topic Aboriginal Affairs BC Election 2013 BC Politics Education Energy Environment Federal Politics Film Food Gender + Sexuality Health Housing Labour + Industry Local Economy Media Municipal Politics Music Photo Essays Podcasts Politics Rights + Justice Science + Tech Transportation Travel Urban Planning + Architecture News Culture Opinion National MediaCheck Solutions Join Craving crack civic election coverage? Help fund it... News Inside Vancouver's Sanctuary City Movement For the city's undocumented immigrants, fear of discovery lurks in emergency rooms, schools, the local bus. With video report, first in a series. By David P. Ball, 8 Jul 2014, TheTyee.ca   Tweet Street nurse Byron Cruz (right) carries a Sanctuary Health Coalition banner in Vancouver's annual march against racism. Photo by David P. Ball. Status: Inside Vancouver's Sanctuary Movement Inside Vancouver's Sanctuary City Movement Transit Police Report Riders to Immigration Nearly Every Day VIDEO: Inside Vancouver's Sanctuary City Movement TIMELINE: Policing Sanctuary City Vancouver Police Look to Los Angeles, Toronto for Migrant Guidelines Burnaby Mayor, NPA Question Sanctuary Cities Push Vancouver's Hidden Children Vancouver Council Supports 'Sanctuary' for Undocumented Migrants Policy would let municipal agencies refuse to give info about 'illegals' to immigration authorities. Let Lennikov Stay In this nation of second chances, he's earned one. Welcome to Canada, Now You're under Arrest Bill C-49 would create two classes of refugees, and a lot of hardship. Read more: Rights + Justice, BC Politics, Vancouver is poised to become the newest among North America's self-declared "sanctuary cities," a stance intended to protect the safety of undocumented people within its borders. What does it mean to become a sanctuary city? Who's pushing for the change and who thinks it's a bad idea? Where would lines shift between local and federal rules and jurisdictions? And beyond declaring Vancouver a sanctuary city, what other measures could prevent immigrants without status in our midst from suffering undue hardships? These questions will be explored in a four part series beginning today (watch a Tyee-produced 12-minute video on the subject, below). Spurring the sanctuary city movement in Vancouver was the arrest, and death, of Lucia Vega Jiménez. It's been seven months since Vega Jiménez was picked up by transit police for not paying her $2.75 fare. Despite her fears of being deported to Mexico because of a "domestic situation," according to the country's Consul General here, her ejection would have likely been just another daily statistic -- one of the 328 migrants Transit Police reported to Canada Border Services Agency last year. Everything changed, however, when the 42-year-old hotel worker hung herself in an airport holding cell nearly three weeks later. She died with her sister and a local priest at her side after a week in a coma. Her death sparked outrage, petitions, candlelight vigils, and ultimately a B.C. Coroners Service announcement of a public inquest this September into the circumstances around her death. But the rejected refugee claimant's case also brought into sharp relief the greatest fear faced by thousands of undocumented migrants here in B.C.: being caught, imprisoned, often separated from families, and deported if they try to access public services most of us take for granted. "The death... in custody was just tragic and heart-breaking," Vancouver Coun. Geoff Meggs told The Tyee. "To be snagged for a ticket and wind up spending two weeks in detention -- and then she took her own life -- was really hard for anybody who had any heart at all to walk past that problem." In May, The Tyee revealed that Meggs had quietly organized a meeting between migrant advocates, health agencies, city officials, schools and police to pitch the idea of declaring Vancouver a "sanctuary city" -- one where people without legal status here could nonetheless access city services without fear of being deported. Since then, the councillor has hosted a public forum on the issue and the city's immigration committee continues work on policy recommendations. Toronto and Hamilton passed such policies in February this year and last year respectively, but the movement had already spread to dozens of U.S. cities, including Los Angeles in 1979 and New York City a decade later. WATCH THE VIDEO: Get to know the folks trying to turn Vancouver into a Sanctuary City. Sending one message or another Some call Vega Jiménez and others like her "illegals," "queue-jumpers," or "irregular arrivals." The federal government says the system has been abused for decades and needs tightening up. When Toronto declared itself a sanctuary city, one critic warned it rewarded those who flout the law. "Giving sanctuary to illegal immigrants is an insult to everyone who is waiting to enter this country legally," Toronto councillor Denzil Minnan-Wong told the Toronto Star. "It sends a message to the world that it is okay to break the law to come to Canada, and now you can get away with it." Others take issue with the very term "illegal," arguing the reasons for lacking status are not so simple, often linked to the controversial Temporary Foreign Worker Program, increasingly strict asylum laws, or even paperwork filing errors. "There's a rapid change to immigration laws with this current government, in the last five to one years, that is closing borders," explains Alejandra López Bravo, with the group Sanctuary City. Seeking help in fear Immigration and refugee lawyer Laura Best described stories of migrants accessing emergency psychiatric care at a local hospital, only to be reported to CBSA, as well as the litany of cases she takes on ensuing from Skytrain fare-checks. Others told The Tyee abut giving birth to their children in secret, or plunging into an ice-cold water tank to escape a workplace raid. "Those individuals are in a legal limbo when it comes to which services they can access, often through no fault of their own -- or if they did leave they'd leave families and children behind in the lurch," Best said. "It creates a climate of fear to access medical services, to access city services and police services if people don't have status in Canada." This Tyee series, to be published over the next two weeks, we will look at how the sanctuary city idea has advanced across Metro Vancouver since we reported on the initial Vancouver meetings in May. Stay tuned for dispatches on what Vancouver Police Department hopes to learn from L.A., why Burnaby is throwing cold water on the sanctuary idea, how transit authorities became a leading source of arrests, and what schools are doing to ensure parents need not fear sending their kids to school. Running Thursday, the next feature in this Tyee series on sanctuary city will look at one everyday service that most of us take for granted: transit. Yet for immigrants here without status, the simple act of taking the bus or Skytrain to work can be one of the most feared journeys. Read more: Rights + Justice, BC Politics, David P. Ball is staff reporter with The Tyee. Send him tips or comments by email, find him on Twitter @davidpball, or read his previous Tyee reporting here.   Tweet What have we missed? What do you think? We want to know. Comment below. Keep in mind: Do: Verify facts, debunk rumours Add context and background Spot typos and logical fallacies Highlight reporting blind spots Ignore trolls Treat all with respect and curiosity Connect with each other Do not: Use sexist, classist, racist or homophobic language Libel or defame Bully or troll Troll patrol. Instead, flag suspect activity. Please enable JavaScript to view the comments powered by Disqus. comments powered by Disqus LNG a chance, not a windfall, says BC throne speech Postmedia could soon own almost every English newspaper in Canada. What could possibly go wrong? VIEW: Voting for your principles is 'strategic voting' Petition opposes BC's 'potential muzzling' of non-profits More troubles for BC's big LNG plans Tirade at Tyee by immigration minister's top aide analyzed tweet by tweet Government slow to respond to FOIs? No need to tell Bob Mackin Converting ferries to LNG will save money, reduce fares: CEO See more » Tyee Video Picks Submitted by Tyee staff, Today Last chance to see 'The Vancouver Asahi' baseball story at VIFF. Where do these videos come from? From you. Suggest one here! Most Popular Can 'Cuisine' Make a Better School Lunch? What I Saw with a German Tour of the Oilsands Don't Give Postmedia More Local Monopolies First Nations 'Front and Centre Now': Pierre Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign How Much Do You Trust Canada's Wireless Giants? Christy Clark's No Pro at LNG Poker BC Filmmaking Duo Passes the Acid Test For Kids, the Meal Is the Message Most Emailed Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign For Kids, the Meal Is the Message Understanding Harper's Evangelical Mission Who'd Be a School Trustee in 2014? Why New Euro-Canada Treaty Is a Gift to Oil Firms BC Filmmaking Duo Passes the Acid Test We Must Heed Naomi Klein's Call China Deal Trumps Province, First Nations on Energy Projects: Treaty Expert Fired Researcher Who Killed Self Was Evaluating Drug Backed by Clark Climate Warriors Must Forge Stronger Alliances, Now Reported Elsewhere Postmedia could soon own almost every English newspaper in Canada (via DeSmog) Petronas CEO warns of 15-year delay to BC LNG project (via G&M) BC government apologizes for firing worker who later killed himself (via the Victoria Times-Colonist) From Tibet to Taiwan, China's outer regions watch Hong Kong protests intently (via the New York Times) It's a shame Jean-Claude Duvalier died a free man, says ex-UN prosecutor (via CBC News) Vancouver's cabbies take aim at Uber (via The Province) Keurig's coffee supremacy challenged by Canadian firm (via Yahoo! News) North and South Korea 'agree to talks' (via BBC News) See more » Your BC: The Tyee's Photo Pool Join The Tyee's Flickr group » View previous selections » Most Commented What I Saw with a German Tour of the Oil Sands (132 comments) Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign (76 comments) 'The Environment Is the Economy': MP Weston (106 comments) Fired Researcher Who Killed Self Was Evaluating Drug Backed by Clark (57 comments) Climate Warriors Must Forge Stronger Alliances, Now (53 comments) ISIS Threat: Let's Refuse to be Scared (79 comments) We Must Heed Naomi Klein's Call (309 comments) Christy Clark's No Pro at LNG Poker (38 comments) Six Steps to Protect Canadians from Flaws in China Trade Deal (128 comments) How Labour Unions Make Us Healthier (31 comments) About The Tyee National Pool Contributors Advertise Contact Funding Jobs Master Classes Privacy Policy Submissions Support The Tyee News Culture Opinion National Mediacheck Solutions Video Publications Tyee News Weekly Archives The Hook Other BC Blogs Reported Elsewhere Steve Burgess Murray Dobbin Michael Geist Crawford Kilian Rafe Mair Andrew Nikiforuk Shannon Rupp Bill Tieleman Dorothy Woodend Follow The Tyee Subscribe by email Subscribe by RSS Tyee Mobile App Managed Hosting by Gossamer Threads × Share article via email Send this article to: Your email address: Your message: Would you like to receive The Tyee's headlines free by email? Yes, every day. Yes, once a week. I already subscribe. No, thanks. Submit Show form again » Close)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7750,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 6, April 2005 Pre-election smoke and mirrors The Campbell government seems to have trouble with numbers. After inflicting overwhelming cuts on almost all services in government, on the eve of the election it is restoring a fraction of the cuts and hoping that partial restoration of funding is welcomed by voters. One of the latest examples is funding for special education. On February 11, 2005, a news release from the Ministry of Education was headlined: Province to do more for students with special needs. It went on to say "The province will provide an additional $3.7 million as part of a plan to increase support for students with special needs." According to the release, government’s commitment in the throne speech was to increase funding for special education students by a projected $28 million next year to a total of nearly $260 million. There is one very big problem with the $260 million figure. On March 22, 1999, a Special Education Review Team was established. Its report is on the Ministry of Education’s web site. According to that report: "In 1999/2000 the Ministry of Education allocated $422,790,218 to special education. A preliminary review of the 1999–2000 school board preliminary budgets shows that $54,000,000 above the Ministry of Education target minimum has been budgeted for special education." In other words, after the recent government funding announcements are implemented, the amount of funding for special needs will have been cut by $162.79 million (38%). That makes the $3.7 million look rather small. Giving a few crumbs back after stealing the loaf may backfire on the Campbell government because it reminds voters of what was taken away. Source: David Schreck, strategicthoughts.com Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7366,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 5, March 2006 Aboriginal education survey by Christine Stewart BCTF members and staff are working to learn more about the needs and concerns of Aboriginal teachers. The BCTF Research department and the Aboriginal education program, with input from the Aboriginal Education Advisory Committee, developed a survey for Aboriginal teachers. The advisory committee members had many questions about Aboriginal teachers and what concerns they have related to their profession. They will take the results and use them as catalysts for change. In order for meaningful systemic revision, teachers will need to listen to the survey respondents’ concerns and act for systemic improvement. Why conduct a survey? It is our belief that we have more Aboriginal teachers than what has been reported teaching in the system. According to the latest information we have 280 self-identified Aboriginal teachers working in BC schools. This is a drop from our fall 2001 efforts to update the membership, which identified 325 self-identified Aboriginal teachers. In 2001, the 325 teachers identified made up less than 1% of the more than 36,000 full-time and part-time teachers who were members. The 280 self-identified Aboriginal teachers make up an even smaller percentage of the total teaching force. We also want to: illuminate the challenges identified by these Aboriginal teachers. update the BCTF database. inform the members of the BCTF policy development. Distribution of survey In the fall of 2004, the Aboriginal education program, with the help of the advisory committee, released the survey at the First Nations Education joint UBC Native Indian Teacher Education Program and the BCTF Aboriginal Education Conference. The advisory committee members also went to First Nations conferences and Aboriginal events, and hand-delivered the survey to their colleagues. Who responded? When all the forms had been processed, the total number of respondents was 92. The advisory committee have asked that the surveys be mailed to individuals who have not yet filled it out. General responses The responses generated a number of central themes, including the need for improved Aboriginal curriculum, and the need for more Aboriginal teachers in every area of the public school system. The most pressing concern, however, remains racism. It continues to have major impacts on Aboriginal teachers and is clearly a critical area the membership needs to address. The advisory committee members believe that we need to gather up explicit examples. This would be done not to ostracize members but to illuminate and begin the transformative journey to address the racism that Aboriginal teachers endure on a daily basis. Our survey results support the findings of the 1997 Report of the Royal Commission on Aboriginal peoples, which states: "The teacher is a role model whose own behavior and attitudes are absorbed by students." The Royal Commission also recognized that, "While there are many more Aboriginal teachers in Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal school systems today than a decade ago, the numbers remain far too low relative to the current and projected need. At least three times as many are needed to achieve parity with the number of non-Aboriginal teachers serving non-Aboriginal children." Christine Stewart is an assistant director in the BCTF’s Professional and Social Issues Division. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2011/10/teachers-upset-with-bcpsea-allegations.html?showComment0751319937523854,Staffroom Confidential: Teachers upset with BCPSEA allegations and threats Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Thursday, October 27, 2011 Teachers upset with BCPSEA allegations and threats Teachers in Greater Victoria flooded the District email server today to tell Trustees the truth about teachers' working hours. They were upset at the suggestion by BCPSEA that teachers should be paying 15% of their salary back to Boards (via the union) because of our job action. Here are some excerpts from their letters: We'll, I've just spent my lunch hour running around like a 'chicken with it's head cut off' trying to prep. for my afternoon classes. This is a regular occurrence now that my prep. time is among the lowest in Canada and I have to do all my own photocopying and the other countless jobs in order to effectively present lessons for my students. Of course, marking and assessing my students' work usually has to wait until the evening when my daughter is asleep and I can have several hours to myself. I urge you to reconsider your position, speak out against this LRB application, and urge your local negotiating team to get back to the table and bargain in good faith. It is key that you have a clear understanding of the ongoing dedication of the work teachers are committed to inside and out of their classrooms....As far as reporting, as a special education teacher, I am currently writing 8-12 page IEP reports for each of my students, meeting with parents in 90 minute meetings and collaborating with staff on how best these students can be supported. Please pay attention and take positive action to support teachers, students and schools. It was with a great deal of sadness that I read about the total lack of respect exhibited by those that would seek to punish myself and my colleagues for attempting to follow a process that was, I assumed, a fundamental right. Like every teaching professional I have done my job in the classroom, which includes communicating with parents when they so desired, or when I was concerned about an individual student. After regular school hours, as the senior Drama teacher in the district, I put in countless hours in the presentation of productions, as do all other extra curricular teachers and coaches... What is wrong with this picture? I too work between 45 and 50 hours a week for little over four days a week pay. I have enough self respect to know I’m shamefully underpaid, but there are other considerations. No one yet has mentioned what this crushing need in our schools has done to our family members. Yesterday, I got a phone call from my husband. His mother is dying. He was scrambling to arrange a last minute flight back east so he could be there at the end. After school, instead of rushing home to make him a meal before rushing him out to the airport, I was in my classroom, talking with a boy who has escaped gang life. He wanted my advice on a budding romance between him and an older co-worker. He wanted to talk about his mother, who is dying. He needed to tell me about his father, who has cancer. His sister has special needs. I spent an hour with him, ignoring the huge stack of marking on my desk, the fact that at home I had a sick child, the fact that my husband had just learned he was about to lose his mother, and was present and patient with this kid, because this kid and every other kid in this province matter. This isn’t a game. It’s not some pathetic macho posturing on our part. Our job takes it out of our bones, and we do it because we care. Does anyone else? My husband ended up making supper. Again. This year has been a roller coaster, so far, to say the least. I was excited and enthusiastic to begin my classes and meet my new students, and this element of my job has not let me down in the slightest. I feel inspired and energized on a daily basis and sink my heart, soul and body into my students and their learning. I have corresponded with parents, sent home progress reports, worked with students before and after school as well as during my lunch hours. I am thrilled once again to be so involved with the young minds of our future and to be amongst fellow professionals. My colleagues and I continue to meet in our departments and on school based teams with the intention to provide the very best educational experiences for our students. On the flip side, is the absolutely devastating disrespect of our employer. We seem to be a throw away profession, attacked publicly, who do not garner even a modicum of positive support or respect from the Ministry of Education. It is heartbreaking that we invest 5 years of our lives and tens of thousands of dollars to become the very teachers who are so devalued in this province. On the heels of the countless hours of my own time that I spend marking, I am a senior level, secondary English teacher, and providing student support and activities, I learned yesterday that the government is seeking to reduce our pay by 15-20%. I was on my way to work at the time, and wanted nothing more than to turn around, go back home and issue my resignation...I am glad that I am not an easily defeated person, and arrived at work EARLY and in a positive mood to meet my students. I will NOT resign, but only strengthen my resolve to unite with my colleagues to make the changes desperately needed for our students of today and the future. I need you to support me and my colleagues. We are not doing less.... we are doing everything we are suppose to do and more. I started this email last night at 11pm when I was replying to student emails and communications to parents. I have made it very clear to all my parents and students that I am available to update, discuss and communicate any time that they want. I've told them I will call, evenings, weekends, what ever works for them. I have not shut down but rather freely open the doors to parental participation and support without hesitation. Perhaps this job action is the best possible situation for parental and teacher relations. I want to be that teacher parents know they can trust and rely on to help support their children. I work incredibly hard to make it so. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 4:47 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 8 comments: AnonymousOctober 27, 2011 at 8:39 PM Am I working 20% less? Let's see: I'm still at school by 7 (way before the admin). I'm still there after 5 each night (long after admin has gone). I'm still coming in on the weekend to prep and mark (with fellow teachers, no admin). I've emailed regular updates (once, twice, sometimes thrice a week) to my students' parents. Yet I read that teachers are supposedly neglecting parental communication? I have an email folder that I call "Job Security". It's jammed full of communications from parents thanking me for keeping them in the loop. It's there because I'm expecting some district data expert to question what I'm worth! George, please follow me for a day before you make ignorant claims.ReplyDelete Ian WenigerOctober 27, 2011 at 9:57 PM And don't get me started on a Teachers Council that ISN'T.ReplyDelete AnonymousOctober 28, 2011 at 7:07 AM 16%!? When the hell did that happen?ReplyDelete AnonymousOctober 28, 2011 at 8:05 PM I have worked full time and more since Sept - extra at home and weekends. However, because I am a teacher-librarian, my two schools couldn't find enough time to officially give me 1.0 fte. I therefore work the same hours as everyone else, but get .941 of full time pay. I used to do report cards (for 17 years). It took hours of extra time. Now I do hours of other jobs. Maybe MLAs should have their pay cut when they are not sitting in the legislature. That would make more sense.ReplyDelete AnonymousOctober 29, 2011 at 6:18 PM I worked as a teacher for over a decade in BC before recently moving to Alberta. I am disgusted and disheartened by this blantant union busting attempt. It is with complete ignorance about the teaching profession that someone would demand a paycut for job action by saying teachers are working less at this time. All of my teaching friends are following the same protocol we've followed for years - keeping parents well-informed about their children's progress via formal and informal meetings, phone calls, and newsletters or emails. Not once in my career did I ever have time to write my report cards at school during school hours. Like most teachers, all of my reports were done at home, long after the families, students, and government officials had called their day finished. My colleagues who are student support teachers or counsellors spend copious amounts of hours dealing with the school board issued broadband restrictions that limit accessibility to the BCECIS documentation process they are required to complete for each student on their caseload. Teachers take time out of every part of their day (and often their wallets as well) to make sure their students are successful, feeling loved, clothed and fed. We give up our time with our own families to coach, mentor, put on extra-curricular after hours activities such as concerts. We donate our time in support of parent-run fun events. We buy the cupcakes at school bake sales. Like myself, many teachers who move schools or communities stay in touch with their former students. I'm sure what this speaker MEANT to suggest was a 15% pay raise that reflects the actual out of classroom time and money spent by most teachers in preparation for, reporting of, and loving of their students. SHAME ON YOU.ReplyDelete AnonymousNovember 15, 2011 at 8:01 AM the damage inflicted upon us by the Liberals will not be repaired by the NDP. Jim Morrison: ....."this is the end" my friend.ReplyDelete AnonymousNovember 22, 2011 at 6:49 PM A former colleague in my district is now an MLA/cabinet minister and noted that his "new" job is a lot easier than teaching was. Interesting that his salary is now more than double that of the highest paid teachers in his former workplace.ReplyDelete AnonymousNovember 24, 2011 at 7:24 PM It disgusts me to think that people actually believe that rubbish. The amount of hours and time spent by teachers outside of the classroom is astounding. What angers me even more is that principals were once teachers too and they should know, and be able to pass on, how much time it takes to prepare lessons, mark, write report cards. They were in the same position as we are, yet their support diminishes during this time of negotiation. Our current government talks a lot of rhetoric when they say they value education and want to invest in our childrens' future. Quite frankly I don't see it. The only thing I see is that after each election the governing body decides it it is time to give themselves a raise. Maybe they should take a pay cut and put the money into the children's education instead.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ▼  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ▼  October (16) Abbott's plan: some thoughts... Teachers upset with BCPSEA allegations and threats... BCPSEA's hypocritical application to LRB over BC t... Occupy Education Builds Momentum The "transformation agenda" for BC education? - fo... Big brother and the Ministry of Education How to judge a School Board candidate - by their r... Solidarity and the 99% - Why teachers should suppo... Occupying Education Abbott's plan: Drastic changes with no consultatio... Guest post: Tobey Steeves on Bills 27/28 - a perso... BCPSEA - missing the point on local bargaining We are the 99 BC government proposal for class composition is "r... A little interlude... BC School Trustees consider a teacher lockout ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=17616,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 5, March 2009  What’s a PIRC? By Geoff Peters There’s a new acronym in education: PIRC and it’s coming to your district! It stands for Parent Information Resource Co-ordinator. So what are they? And what will they mean for your community? PIRCs are about 100 parents from most school districts in BC who have learned leadership, adult education, team building, and public-speaking skills. A key component of the program was knowledge about the roles, responsibilities, and expectations for all stakeholder groups in the public education system. The program was sponsored by BC Confederation of Parent Advisory Councils (BCCPAC), and the course, which required travel to Vancouver over many weekends, was designed in partnership with the BC Educational Leadership Council (BCELC). BCTF was one of the education stakeholder groups on the advisory group overseeing the program. Parents attended SPLSS (Supporting Parent Leadership Seminar Series) over a 15-month period which ended in November 2008. PIRCs will use their newly developed skills and knowledge with local school Parent Advisory Councils (PACs) and District Parent Advisory Councils (DPACs). We asked Ron Broda, president of the BCCPAC, about the program’s origins. “We saw that leadership succession was an issue that PACs shared with other organizations like the BC Principals’ and Vice-Principals’ Association. They were benefiting from a leadership series co-ordinated by BCELC. Our Past-President Kim Howland and then 2nd Vice-President Lori Tedrick had worked with the BCPVPA in presenting a session on parent involvement to their Summer Short Course for newly appointed principals and vice-principals. They were also aware of a leadership seminar series developed by BCELC for principals and thought we could create something similar. There was a great need to communicate reliable, valid, and credible information and knowledge to the average parent. Some PACs were very effective while others were focusing their efforts in other areas such as fundraising.” PIRCs are already working in their districts, making their boards of education, PACs, and DPACs aware of the workshops, support, and advice they can offer. Broda is very proud and feels SPLSS has been very successful. “It has been a pleasure watching the transformation in the participants. They brought a wide range of agendas and preconceived notions. They have gained great confidence in our public education system and know how high-performing our system really is. Including more visible minority parents and Aboriginal parents to reach out and include more of their own communities in PACs is a huge success. They have developed leadership and speaking skills, know about adult learning styles, and how to make presentations and communicate clearly. I know this has increased their empathy for teachers and the work teachers do.” PIRCs will be co-ordinated and supported by Terresa Augustine out of the BCCPAC office in Burnaby. Geoff Peters is an assistant director, BCTF Communications and Campaigns Division. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=30638&printPage=true,BCTF News Releases  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2013 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  September 16, 2013 BCTF reinforces support for Truth and Reconciliation events with $100,000 in grants VANCOUVER – As part of its ongoing efforts to raise awareness and understanding of the legacy of residential schools, including the effects and intergenerational impacts on First Nations, Métis, and Inuit peoples, the BC Teachers’ Federation established a $100,000 grant program to help teachers from all over BC participate in this week’s national Truth and Reconciliation events in Vancouver, said BCTF President Jim Iker.      “BC teachers are committed to teaching the true history of residential schools and commemorating the lives of the thousands of Indigenous children who suffered many forms of abuse and even died as a result of the residential school experience,” said Iker. “As teachers, we fully support the Truth and Reconciliation Commission’s efforts and are continuing to work toward building new relationships between Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal people based on mutual understanding, respect, and collective action.”    Iker explained that the grant program was made available to all of the BCTF’s local unions to help cover the costs of teachers travelling to Vancouver to be part of the National Truth and Reconciliation events, including the education day on Thursday, September 19. Over 4,200 students and more than 200 teachers and support staff are expected to participate in Thursday’s Education Day.  “By bringing teachers down to Vancouver to participate in the truth and reconciliation events, our members will be able to return to their home communities with a deeper understanding of the legacy of residential schools,” said Iker. “Those teachers will then be able to work within their communities to build new relationships and pass on their knowledge to help other teachers and students address this tragic chapter in Canadian history.    “The BCTF’s support of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission is just one aspect of our long-standing commitment to promote an education for decolonization in the interest of, not only,  the Aboriginal children we teach, but all children. The BCTF is working to bring about positive change through Aboriginal education enhancement agreements, employment equity for Aboriginal teachers, and various anti-racism programs,” Iker said. “In addition, we’ve been pushing for changes to the provincial curriculum so that all students learn about the history of residential schools, a topic that has deliberately been obscured. It is in all of our interests that BC kids encounter Aboriginal history, culture, and understandings across the K–12 curriculum.”    Iker added that new BCTF initiatives are already making a difference across the province. For example, a new workshop—The Legacy of Residential Schools – will help teachers prepare lessons across a variety of grade levels and build relationships between Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal students and communities.    BC teachers have also led the way on a special initiative called the Project of Heart which brings residential school survivors into the classroom to share their personal stories. After hearing first-hand from survivors about their experiences, students designed small wooden tiles with images or words inspired by what they learned. Many of the thousands of tiles created were used to adorn a hand-carved cedar canoe that will be unveiled at the Truth and Reconciliation events. Across Canada, BC has had the highest rate of participation in this important project, with more than 250 schools involved.     “British Columbians should be very proud of the work teachers and students are doing to acknowledge and commemorate the past, take action in the present, and make positive change for our future,” said Iker.    For a full program of the TRC National events in Vancouver, click here.  -  30  - For more information, contact Rich Overgaard, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell).)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11390&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2001 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 14, Number 1, September 2001 Case against essential service designation by Jim Sinclair and Angela Schira The right to freedom of association—the right to organize—is empty without the right to free collective bargaining and its counterpart, the right to strike. Unless workers have a collective ability to exert pressure on their employer through withdrawal of their labour, the legal right to organize is of little or no value. These rights are protected under the International Labour Organization (ILO) Convention No. 98, which recognizes and affirms the right to strike. The ILO acknowledges that the right to strike may be qualified in the case of essential services, which it defines as those "where there is existence of a clear and imminent threat to the life, personal safety or health of the whole or part of the population." Public employees deliver a tremendous range of vital services, from garbage collection to hospital care, every day in every B.C. community. None are unimportant. All are vital, but not all are so critical to the health and well-being of British Columbians, that the fundamental rights of the workers delivering the service must be stripped away. Education is one of those vital, but not essential services. Although the new government has long campaigned to "make education an essential service," there has been obvious confusion among Liberal spokespeople about just what is intended. The Liberal party campaign platform, for example, vowed to "restore education as an essential service under the Labour Relations Code to ensure that no child’s right to an education is denied during strikes and lockouts." Before the election, the party’s education critic said strikes and picket lines would continue. "Answering the phone would not be considered essential, there would be some degree of reduced cleanliness...several classes might be put together and taught by one teacher." Then-opposition leader Gordon Campbell told the B.C. Teachers’ Federation the same month that the law would "protect workers" right to strike while ensuring students are able to safely access school and classroom services throughout the collective bargaining process. Students being in school, learning from their teachers, is essential." Education Ministry Christy Clark took this thought a step further in an interview June 30, when she acknowledged that the government had not yet decided how to distinguish between essential and non-essential teachers. "Non-essential teachers" will retain the right to strike. Others will be compelled to teach because "the magic that happens in a classroom between a teacher and a student is what education is all about, right?" A teacher present under duress, a dirty school, a dead switchboard, a classroom designed for 25 holding 50 or 75 children—where is the magic in all of this? The government’s confusion is understandable because there is no logical, moral, or legal basis to deny any teachers or school support for workers on the right to strike. Nor is there any evidence that the existence of the right to strike has had a noticeable negative impact on student performance. Since 1992, B.C. K–12 students have lost an average of only 27 minutes per student per year to teacher job action. According to the provincial government’s own reporting, academic achievement in our province is high, a tribute to our children, our teachers, our families, and the public education system we have built. The public school system routinely graduates more students qualified for university entrance than the province’s universities can accommodate, despite steady increases in post-secondary spaces. The right to strike in education has not produced any setback for our children. Exactly what is government seeking to fix? As Paul Weiler has noted in his classic analysis, public perceptions about essential services flow from two judgments. This first is that the nature of the service is such that "the public cannot do without it, at least without absorbing unacceptable harm." Secondly, if the employees go on strike, there is no ready alternative to supply that need. These concepts are reflected in the Labour Relations Code requirement for designation as essential "those facilities, productions, and services that the board considers necessary or essential to prevent immediate and serious danger to the health, safety, or welfare of residents in British Columbia." The labour movement has conceded the necessity of essential service designations in circumstances that truly meet the Labour Relations Code test. Police, fire, and ambulance services are clear examples of such services. They are provided exclusively by a single agency 24 hours a day, seven days a week, to guarantee basic protection to life and property. Nurses, paramedical professionals, and health support workers fit, to varying degrees, within these boundaries. Healthcare workers have accepted the essential service designation as a necessary compromise to achieve the legal right to strike, which both health employers and health workers realized was a pre-condition for effective collective bargaining. What about doctors? It is noteworthy that the current government did not advocate legislative remedies, when it was in opposition, to end the prolonged withdrawal of service by northern doctors in the past year. This strike—for that is what it was—hobbled hospital and emergency services for weeks. Doctors did not provide essential services. Doctors themselves determined when they would provide service and how, although their work appears to fall squarely within the definition of essential service. How do teachers and school support workers fit within this definition? Certainly there is no health or public-safety aspect to education. We don’t require children to attend school after they turn 16. Before that, their absence for almost any reason can be secured by a parent’s note. School boards routinely add and delete certain programs, particularly music and art, for funding or administrative reasons. Severe snowstorms can result in closures of several days. The entire system closes for two months of the year in the summer and two or three additional weeks for Christmas and spring break. There is no public outcry or demand for alternative facilities. This is very far from the nature of service provided by police and ambulance paramedics. It was precisely this type of distinction spelled out by Finance Minister Gary Collins in a recent interview regarding the Greater Vancouver transit dispute. "We’re very mindful of the impact it’s having on a lot of people, but that’s the way the process works," he said. "It is an inconvenience, it’s a huge inconvenience to some people, but it’s not life and limb. It’s not health and safety." Yet education is apparently so critical that the government proposes to eliminate the right to strike for the overwhelming majority of employees it expects to work "magic" in the classroom. (The government has, as yet, made no suggestion it will extend this policy to the post-secondary sector.) There is no experience to justify this intervention, no moral basis for it and no evidence the government has proposed a workable alternative. One need only consider the healthcare crisis in Nova Scotia, where elimination of bargaining rights has sparked mass resignations of health workers, to see the futility of legislative attempts to suppress the right to strike. Those seeking precedents for declaring education an essential service will look in vain. Such action is unprecedented in Canada. Why is the government so determined to proceed? In part, this is a response to the inconvenience experiences by parents in recent disputes. Of course, no one likes inconvenience, but if strikes were convenient for all concerned they would achieve little at the bargaining table. It would be convenient, and highly desirable from a social standpoint, to have public early childhood education for children in their pre-school years. That service does not exist. We can only conclude that K–12 employers, who have never succeeded in negotiating a collective agreement with their employees without third-party intervention, are seeking a decisive weapon to achieve their long-standing objectives for rollbacks in teacher and school support workers’ collective agreements. What they could not achieve by free negotiation, they now hope to achieve through compulsion. Arguably, strike action in the education sector puts more pressure on the striking workers and affected families—both parents and children—than it does on school employers. It is the strikers, after all, not school administrators, who forgo pay in pursuit of contract improvements or to defeat contract rollbacks. School boards and administrators, by contrast, never miss a day’s pay and may even find it easier to balance their budgets. Yet the prospect of a school strike focusses school employers on the bargaining table. Political pressure produces a climate for resolution that simple bargaining without the threat of job action cannot. Negotiation with no pressure for resolution—a toothless "right to strike" that limits job action to counsellors, for example—is a recipe for longer, more bitter disputes. Elimination of the right to strike in education not only undermines free collective bargaining, it attacks the public education system. A quality public education system must, as Clark has acknowledged, have respect for teachers as a core value. That respect must be reflected in appropriate pay and working conditions. It requires class sizes that are manageable, specialist services, and safe, well-equipped facilities. Those conditions can and must be reflected in freely negotiated collective agreements. The right to strike is a fundamental element of those free negotiations. We urge the government to maintain free collective bargaining and the unrestricted right to strike in the education sector. Jim Sinclair is president of the B.C. Federation of Labour. Angela Schira is secretary-treasurer. Source: Victoria Times Colonist, July 23, 2001.  )
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/blogs/research.aspx?blogmonth=9&blogyear=2009&blogid=7524,BCTF Blogs > Research  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources Home > Social Media > Research Blog Search this blog: BCTF Information Services—Research & Reports Provides summaries and links to new reports and studies in the fields of education, labour, and social sciences. Canadian Nine-year-olds at School(Education) Permanent link Eleanor M. Thomas Canadian Nine-year-olds at School Statistics Canada, September 2009; 68 pages This study takes a look at nine-year-old schoolchildren in Canada and their variations in academic achievement, focusing on the similarities and differences between boys and girls, between children from low-income homes and higher-income homes, among provinces, and among communities of different sizes.  A correlation between higher attention levels and higher academic achievement is also discussed, and it is noted that there seems to be a direct link between school readiness at age five and success in the classroom at age nine. Posted by BCTF Info. Services at 25/09/2009 4:23 PM Comments (0) OECD Education at a Glance(Education) Permanent link Education at a Glance 2009: OECD Indicators Organisation for Economic Co-Operation and Development (OECD) September 2009; 472 pages This annual report by the OECD compares educational and economic data across OECD nations, with indicators looking at who participates in education, what is spent on it, how education systems operate, and the results achieved.  The evidence shows that investment in education pays significant economic dividends; not only does public investment in higher education result in high economic returns, but individuals in industrialized nations who have obtained a college education will earn a significantly higher average income over the course of their lifetime than workers without a college degree.  The report also provides some insight into how investment in education can aid economic recovery. Summary of Key Findings (9 pages) Last Edited by BCTF Info. Services at 25/09/2009 4:23 PM Comments (0) Education Indicators in Canada(Education) Permanent link Education Indicators in Canada: An International Perspective Canadian Education Statistics Council (CESC) September 2009; 102 pages The indicators in this report have been harmonized with those found in the OECD's Education at a Glance, enabling easy comparison of educational systems in Canada with those of other OECD member countries.  The report includes information on various aspects of Canadian education, both at the national and the provincial levels, including educational attainment, academic performance of students, the economic benefits of education, and expenditures on education. Posted by BCTF Info. Services at 25/09/2009 4:19 PM Comments (0) Key Factors for Literary Success(Education) Permanent link Society for the Advancement of Excellence in Education Key Factors to Support Literacy Success in School-Aged Populations: A Literature Review Canadian Education Statistics Council, August 2009; 58 pages This literature review was undertaken in order to bring together extant research “on key factors and practices supporting literacy success for school-aged students.”  The results on reading development and instruction are split into four sections: K-12 students, Aboriginal students, minority language students, and the role of family and community involvement.  In each case, various reading promotion programs and approaches are evaluated for effectiveness.  Last Edited by BCTF Info. Services at 25/09/2009 4:14 PM Comments (0) Early Developmental Vulnerability in BC(Education) Permanent link Paul Kershaw et al. 15 by 15: A Comprehensive Policy Framework for Early Human Capital Investment in BC Human Early Learning Partnership (HELP), August 2009; 62 pages On their first day of kindergarten, only 71% of children in British Columbia have met all of the developmental benchmarks that they need in order to succeed now and in the future.  The authors argue that this high rate of early vulnerability is unnecessary and will have significant impacts on the BC economy in the future.  They go on to make six major recommendations for public policy changes aimed at early vulnerability reduction and early human capital development. Executive Summary (4 pages) Last Edited by BCTF Info. Services at 25/09/2009 4:15 PM Comments (0) << September 2009 >> Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat     1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30       Blogroll On Education: Schools for a Civil Society B.C. Education Report (Tracy Sherlock, Vancouver Sun) The Hook/Education Teacher Solidarity UBC Educational Studies blog Where the Blog has No Name Archive April 2014 March 2014 January 2014 December 2013 November 2013 October 2013 September 2013 August 2013 June 2013 May 2013 April 2013 March 2013 December 2012 September 2012 August 2012 November 2011 September 2011 April 2011 March 2011 February 2011 January 2011 December 2010 November 2010 October 2010 September 2010 August 2010 July 2010 June 2010 May 2010 April 2010 March 2010 January 2010 December 2009 November 2009 October 2009 September 2009 Subjects Education Labour Social Sciences Recent Posts Recent Additions to the Information Services Research Files - April 2014 Recent Additions to the Information Services Research Files - March 2014 Recent Additions to the Information Services Research Files - February 2014 Recent Additions to the Information Services Research Files - January 2014 Recent Additions to the Information Services Research Files - December 2013 If you are experiencing technical difficulties, please contact the webmanager@bctf.ca. About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=21202,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 7, May/June 2010  Let’s take a stand for public education By Susan Duncan The Daily News (Kamloops), March 26, 2010, “On the Run” column Education is a topic that can make people hate those with opposing views. I'm expecting to make a lot of enemies with this column. Watching the goings on in the Kamloops-Thompson School District, in fact around the province, over the past few months was disturbing to say the least. It was an example of school boards lost in the valley of trying to be all things to all people. It’s a process that began many years ago across Canada. Parents started demanding special treatment for their children—and good on them for being advocates for their youngsters. The problem occurred when governments of all levels responded without considering the long-term impact. Their solutions were OK when lots of children filled schools and the demands were small. Soon, though, more and more parents adopted the mindset that their children would die on the vine if they were thrown in with the masses and forced to endure what millions of children before them survived. From this belief, private schools began to spring up across the country. Then government saw an opportunity to help its bottom line by subsidizing those schools. That devious plan drew children from the public schools where government provides full funding into private schools where only some government funding is allotted per pupil. Before all the students in private schools in Kamloops take up their pens to extol the virtues of their schools, relax. We know you love your school. As the exercise of public meetings in the district between November and February revealed, both students and parents have deep loyalties to their particular schools. That’s a good thing. This is a column about practicalities and a personal opinion that there is only one question to be asked when government considers education: What is best for the greater good? Some of you will go apoplectic about that “socialist” term. But really it’s just a matter of common sense. Government has a duty to provide education for its children. That mandate should mean education officials put all the students and all the money into one pot and then develop a plan based strictly on what would work best for the most children. That doesn’t mean every family would be forced to send their child to public school. Private schools should be free to operate as they choose, with parents covering the full cost. And, yes, everyone pays school taxes, but that doesn’t mean individual taxpayers get to decide where that money goes. No one person gets to dictate where his or her taxes go in any other ministry. Why education? The public school system is for all students. Families who decide it’s not right for their child should have to do what we all do when we want something more than what is being offered. Pay for it. That means government would have to pay more for public education because of additional students, but it will mean a better system for the greater number of students. It would also have meant some neighbourhood schools would not have had to close. Their student numbers would have been sufficient to stay afloat. Added to the already chaotic problems within the education system are schools of choice. Governments that allowed parents to force specialty schools upon districts seriously weakened the public system. No school should get first dibs on fine arts or science or math. That dilutes schools of talented students, teachers, and strong programs in those areas. Those courses and that style of teaching should be part of every school. And really, how healthy is it for students to be immersed in only one aspect of society? They go to school only with students who share the same interests? Somehow that does not instil confidence that they will emerge as well-rounded people. Of course, some students will not succeed in the public school system that I envision. They don't anyway. There will also be failures at Beattie School of the Arts, Bert Edwards Science and Technology School, St. Ann’s Academy, Kamloops Christian School, and Our Lady of Perpetual Help School. Nothing is perfect, but when it comes to education, providing the best education possible will save more children. That will only happen when governments ask that one question—what will work best for the greater number of students. Parents who have, or think they have, gifted children don’t need to worry. Gifted students succeed wherever they study. But if those parents believe their brilliant youngster needs more attention in physics or drama outside what the public school offers, they will, sadly, have to pay for it outside of class. Government cannot be all things to all people of all religious beliefs, of all talents, and all strengths. When they try to do that, more children lose out so fewer numbers can get what they want. How is that fair? A strong society should be judged partly on its public education system. This province should stop following the paths of other provinces that are watering down public education. BC could be a leader if politicians would only stand up for public education. Susan Duncan is city editor of The Daily News. Her column “On the Run” appears Fridays. Reprinted with permission. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/BargainingAndContracts.aspx?id=4974,BCTF > BC Labour Relations Board Decision December 3, 2001, BCLRB No. B451/2001  	Bargaining and contracts  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers Aboriginal Education  Bargaining & Collective Agreements  Français  Health & Safety  New Teachers  Opportunities for Members  Pensions Professional Development  Professional Rights & Responsibility  Provincial Specialist Associations  Salary & Benefits  Teachers Teaching On Call  Teaching Resources  For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Bargaining and Contracts > Bargaining Rights > LRB Decisions Note: You may experience problems printing this document in some versions of Netscape. This document has been provided to the BCTF in HTML format by the B.C. Labour Relations Board. The BCLRB posts decisions on a weekly basis in PDF format at http://www.lrb.bc.ca/decisions/. You may wish to access the PDF version of the decision for printing purposes. BCLRB No. B451/2001     BRITISH COLUMBIA LABOUR RELATIONS BOARD       ALL BOARDS, AS DEFINED IN THE SCHOOL ACT, IN THE PROVINCE REPRESENTED BY BRITISH COLUMBIA PUBLIC SCHOOL EMPLOYERS' ASSOCIATION   ("BCPSEA")     -and-     BRITISH COLUMBIA TEACHERS' FEDERATION   ("BCTF")       PANEL: Lisa Hansen, Vice-Chair and Registrar   APPEARANCES: R. Alan Francis, for BCPSEA John Rogers, for BCTF   CASE NO.: 46340   DATE OF HEARING: November 30, 2001   DATE OF DECISION: December 3, 2001     DECISION OF THE BOARD   I.                     Nature of Application 1                     This decision relates to a matter in dispute arising from Board decisions BCLRB No. B409/2001 (the "original decision") and BCLRB No. B421/2001 (the "clarification decision"), which addressed Phase 1 of the BCTF job action. 2                     The Employer has requested further clarification of the Teacher-In-Charge ("TIC") issue. II.                   DECISION 3                     With respect to TIC's, the panel in the original decision stated: Where there are no Administrative Officers at a school, Teachers in Charge ("TIC") must continue their normal TIC duties.    (para. 9) 4                     On November 7, 2001, BCPSEA requested clarification of the Board's Order: We request a declaration or clarification of the decision stating that teachers in charge are required to continue normal teacher in charge duties when there are no administrative officers in a school due to absence. 5                     The resulting clarification decision stated: We included paragraph 9 in the original decision because in our view, someone must be accountable and in charge at the school sites.  We heard evidence of satellite school sites, annexes, and portable classrooms where TICs are in place with AOs responsible for a number of sites.  Teachers are placed in TIC positions in one of three ways.  A teacher may accept a year long posted TIC position; or a teacher may accept a temporary appointment as needed during the year; or a teacher may be appointed on an ad hoc basis during the year. Irrespective of how the teacher receives the TIC position, if a teacher has accepted a TIC position they must perform all the TIC duties, which may include duties that a teacher need not perform under the original decision.  As we noted in the original decision, except as modified by the decision, current Collective Agreement provisions will continue to apply.  Therefore, if the TIC appointments are voluntary in nature, then a teacher may refuse the appointment.     (paras. 13, 14) 6                     BCPSEA has requested further clarification of these two decisions.  In particular, BCPSEA says that BCTF has taken the position that a teacher is only required to perform TIC duties where there is no Administrative Officer ("AO") assigned full time to a school or site and where the TIC appointment has been made in writing or orally on a permanent basis for the school year.  BCPSEA provided specific examples where teachers had declined to perform TIC duties during an AO's absence.  7                     BCPSEA argues that the clarification decision is clear in its direction that where a teacher has accepted a TIC position, the teacher must perform those TIC duties whenever the AO is absent from the school.  BCPSEA also argues there is no restriction on the types or frequency of AO absences. 8                     BCTF argues that when the original and clarification decisions are read together, the decisions mean only that someone must be accountable where no AO is permanently assigned at the site.  Where there is a permanent AO assigned then there is no requirement for a TIC to relieve during absences. 9                     I have carefully considered the parties arguments in this proceeding.  In the clarification decision the panel stated in paragraph 13 "… in our view, someone must be accountable and in charge at the school sites".  This concept of accountability applies regardless of whether there is no permanent AO at a school or site or, in the case where there is a permanent AO, that AO is absent from the site.  10                  The clarification decision is clear.  As stated in paragraph 14, "… if a teacher accepts a TIC position, they must perform all the TIC duties, which may include duties that a teacher need not perform under the original decision". 11                  I reject, however, BCPSEA's argument that the AOs are entitled to attend meetings and to be absent without restriction.  This is a strike situation and it is not business as usual.  I adopt the comments made in BCLRB B431/01: Activities that can be re-arranged and are not urgent should not take precedence during any job action.    (para. 57) 12                  I note that some School Districts have advised their AO's not to be away from their schools except in extraordinary circumstances.  I agree with that approach.  13                  The parties have also raised issues concerning the voluntary nature of TIC appointments.  There may be some schools where there is disagreement as to whether a teacher has accepted a TIC position.  I do not believe it is realistic to give further guidance on this point without hearing direct evidence from the parties involved.  In the interim, as stated in the clarification decision at paragraph 14: "… if the TIC appointments are voluntary in nature, then a teacher may refuse the appointment".  14                  As noted in previous essential services decisions either party may apply to amend this decision should it prove to be unworkable. LABOUR RELATIONS BOARD   "LISA HANSEN"     LISA HANSEN VICE-CHAIR AND REGISTRAR About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2014/09/tentative-agreement-yes-or-no.html?showComment0751411165418770,Staffroom Confidential: Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, September 16, 2014 Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Despite what I know was a herculean effort on the part of our bargaining team, I very much hope that BC teachers will vote no to the tentative agreement. After five weeks of strike, and twelve years of legal battles, this is not the deal that will restore sanity to public education and it is not a fair deal for teachers and students. Just as teachers in Saskatchewan rejected a deal to ensure a better outcome, I hope BC teachers will consider a no vote to let our team know we have to go back to the bargaining table. Class size, composition The agreement provided a modified LIF fund starting at $75 million per year and increasing to $85 by the last year. It is for teachers only, which will mean a slight improvement in Districts where sizeable portions were spent on Education Assistants or senior District staff rather than teachers. However, in an average size District like Victoria (20,000 students, 1,000 teachers), this will translate into about 5-10 more teachers. That is one for every five schools. To put it in comparison, Justice Griffin's judgement estimated the lost funding due to lost class size language at about $330 million in current dollars. (Read more here about the proposed Education Fund.) I heard so many teachers speak up about the need to ensure that we do not return to over-crowded classes when the strike ends. This agreement does very little to alleviate what is the most pressing issue. Throwing away the court victory The agreement provides a "reopener" in the event we win on appeal our class size language. What this means is that the language returns, but is not implemented until new language is negotiated. Without the actual implementation of the returned language, there will be very little incentive for the government to bargain it back. We would essentially be back in the very same position we are in today, with government trying to bargain it out and us trying to bargain it back in. In my opinion, even if we were legislated back to work we would be in a superior position. If we won the appeal the government would then be forced to implement the language. We are thus throwing away our historic court victory and the bargaining pressure it potentially creates. The reopener is really only mildly less offensive than E80. In both cases, we have to bargain back what was illegally taken from our contract and the government will probably never have to restore it. In fact, the "reopener" creates the perfect opportunity for government to lock us out to try and force us to agree to something far inferior. Throwing away the remedy for the last twelve years The agreement provides $105 million to compensate for grievances over-sized classes for the last twelve years. Using Justice Griffin's estimates, our loss is roughly $300 million times 12 = over $3 billion. I cannot fathom how $105 million is a fair compromise. The BCTF's original proposal to put this money back into the system was a more fair and productive approach. This agreement means we can no longer go to the courts for a fair remedy. Wages The agreement is very close to government's original offer. While I would be willing to accept this if the class size language was returned, teachers should not be taking such a significant monetary loss without the commensurate gain in working conditions. We have lost roughly 12% of our annual salary. We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut. Minimal improvements There are very minimal improvements in preparation time for elementary teachers (10 minutes per week), and TTOC daily rate. The TTOC daily rate change may depend on your grid placement. It could actually be a wage loss for long term TTOCs who are above category 5 and step 7. There is also $11 million in health and dental benefits. At 40,000 members, this is $275 each. Hardly worth consideration in the context of the rest of the agreement. What next? There are a variety of options if we vote no. We can continue the strike. We can choose to return to work and continue bargaining. We do not, and should not, accept an agreement that doesn't meet our needs and doesn't meet the needs of students and public education. When Saskatchewan teachers rejected the first deal which had 5.5% wage increases over four years, the second deal had 7.3% increases over four years. They have said this still isn't good enough. For us, our main issue is classroom conditions. We need to say this isn't good enough. The way to do that is to vote no. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 7:48 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 124 comments: Troy MooreSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:17 PM The EC recommendation states the open clause will be argued from restored language. However, selling our grievances for nothing as the 105 million is strike savings, is plenty of reason to vote no. Further, no composition caps, but a fund controlled by Superintendents is enough reason to vote no. Thursday I will vote no.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:06 PM Re-opener also says "education fund" in place until new language bargained, so old language can disappear forever.Delete Reply Mme RousseauSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:33 PM Government starved us to death hoping we'd vote yes to whatever deal they'd offer. Planned it from the start.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:07 PM We can sill choose (collectively) to return to work if we reject this deal. Many options.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:09 PM Great analysis, Tara! I think that returning to work would be a bad idea. This will frustrate parents more if they need to find new ways to deal with taking care fo kids. USe the money given to you by the other unions. I am a teacher who had to quit for stress over the terrible condition of work (split FI grade 4/5, several low LD kids with little support, one severe with no support, 2 gifted (no support), and a principal who expected me to teach 2 separate social studies AND science programs)Delete Reply Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:56 PM Good points by all but the gov't succeeded in starving my family out and completly breaking us. I will be voting YES and live to fight another dayReplyDelete Replies schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:21 PM 'Fight another day'? In the last twelve years that we have been pushing back against this government, never has the tide tide been so much with teachers, class size/composition, and public education - and never has the government been pushed back onto the ropes (especially with the call for binding arbitration). What 'other day' is being proposed that we wait for? Now is the time. Vote 'no' and give the BCTF bargaining team a renewed mandate to get a decent deal for students and teachers.Delete Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:10 PM "Another day" means to wake up and realize that 2more weeks means my family of 5 could lose our home. It means I will do all I can to recall Cc, Factbender, and other mla's, and maybe even having "a guy I know" have a chat with them. In year 1 of their reign, I don't believe they even know what "the ropes" are. I will vote YES ...for my family, and I can live with thatDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:12 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply Karen FergusonSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:03 PM Just a question: When the Saskatchewan teachers voted no, had they already been on strike for 5 weeks?ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM No. They are working with no contract. They are not on strike.Delete Shannon DavisSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:23 AM I am a Saskatchewan teacher. We are not on strike; we are currently in the conciliation process after voting "no" to 2 previous offersDelete Reply "Mama Rose"September 16, 2014 at 9:27 PM Can we truly return to work without agreeing and continue bargaining? When I suggested returning to work a few weeks ago, the answer was "being on strike puts pressure on the gov't and without pressure they have no reason to settle." And can you explain more how legislating us back would be better than agreeing to this deal? And finally, why would the BCTF executive put forward a deal that was not a good one?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:30 PM Because they need confirmation of the resolve of the membership to get something better. That is what a no vote does.Delete Reply Troylana MSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:28 PM some great points to ponder, tara......thinking thinking....ReplyDelete schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:43 PM If we vote 'no' to the tentative deal we still have options: We'd not have a contract. But we could... a) strike with full picket lines b) partially strike with phase 1 (work-to-rule) in schools c) partially strike with periodic/rotating job action d) continue negotiating e) return to work and re-escalate strike f) some/all of the above ReplyDelete Replies Caroline MackenzieSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:21 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:14 PM a) will expedite matters (I say less that 3 days)Delete Reply danabjornsonSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:05 PM I am thinking that a legislated, crappier contract would only be in effect for 2 years max (before elections...). If we take this offer, then we will be agreeing to this pseudo-E80. Should we win the court case (which we likely will), we will have to settle on the terms of the THIS negotiated contract which doesn't actually restore learning conditions; it simply allows for those conditions to be negotiated. If we say n, then we default to the 2002 contract, which DOES restore the language. A "yes" vote is saying that we are good on "crumbs"; a "no" vote is saying we want an actual meal. That's my understanding, anyway. Please correct me where I am wrong, Tara. :)ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:44 PM And word is IF they legislate, they could opt to legislate back Grade 10-12 only causing the union to have to lay off all teachers and re-hire based on seniority. That will tear the union at the seams pitting teacher against teacher for those positions. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:17 PM There will be a general strike if that were to happen! They better not do this. They will regret it.Delete Reply imaginefunlearningSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:09 PM Some good points on the background of our fight over the past 12 years, which I have been actively engaged in; however we need to recognize the climate we are in. We are not in Sask. people! We have just come through a very long summer!! We need to thank our @bctf bargaining team & recognize the toll this has taken on all of us & our families. I don't have the luxury of more time on the strike line. This may be as good as it gets. Let's read the agreement and consider getting back to work and making some $ again! That's my 2 cents worth, which would come in really handy right now!!!ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:18 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply RobSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:11 PM Go back in work to rule mode. Work this winter to recall every Liberal MLA. ThAt is the only way to apply pressure to these criminals. ReplyDelete Replies Kate RestonSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:03 PM Recall! Not sure who won the battle but the war is still onDelete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:14 AM Well said Kate... I agree 100%Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:20 PM I think say NO and a better deal will be done in less than 3 days. These guys are not criminals, they are lower than that. I bet they get a sick pleasure in hurting the kids and the teachers.Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:31 PM An official recall is in the works: https://www.facebook.com/groups/316129595235450/?fref=ts Please consider joining.Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:26 AM Leah - do you honestly think anyone who voted BC Liberal did so thinking that they would act any differently on the education file?Delete Reply JJSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:16 PM I am glad to see other members who share my views. I am outraged at a 1.2 percent "raise" in salary per year that doesn't even meet inflation of currently 2%. I feel used and abused.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:23 PM Not to mention all of the other pittance! I am actually surprised that Iker asked teachers to vote on this! Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:18 PM Hi Tara Thanks for the summary! Will we be able to vote NO to the deal, but vote YES to returning to work? Will there be three options when we vote Thursday? Why did the BCTF agree to a substandard deal for us? If we vote no to a deal that was recommended to us, the teachers look like the bad guys and public approval will plummet. I am very disappointed and frustratedReplyDelete Replies KataSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:12 AM Public approval will not necessarily plummet. I have seen strikes where the membership has voted against the executive's "best results to date", and ended up with a better offer. This offer is an insult. The $300 million will not bring funding to the national average (I believe). More importantly, the wage offer is half of the average wage increase for public and private workers (StatsCan). Delete Reply MontySeptember 16, 2014 at 10:19 PM Thank you, Tara. My thoughts too, more clearly expressed. As well, Thursday is too soon to vote, too soon to vote, too soon to vote........ReplyDelete Richard ChalkeSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:21 PM Vote no and lose every shred of public support...just sayin!ReplyDelete Replies UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:31 AM I am a member of the public and would support a "no" vote. js!.Delete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:01 AM Richard Chalke, NO you won't! I am a mother with 3 adopted special needs children who need to be in a class that is designed for them and others like them (my kids are academically slightly delayed but their issues are more social and behavioural) where they can receive the education they deserve taught in a way they can comprehend. I will speak now for all the parents I know, and we will support the teacher's if they continue to fight for our children's best interest.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:28 PM It might not be pretty at first, but once we explain things (and I hope the Mandarin-speaking teachers flood the Richmond organization that voiced their concerns), they will back us. The 3 billions that the judge came to is the first I hear about. This should be stated to every newsmedia comment section in the province. Minimize pickets and flood those outlets with commenters, just like the Liberals do. Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:45 PM I am a member of the public and a single Mother of a child in the public school system. You will NOT lose one bit of my support if you vote no. I know that you are sacrificing so that my child can have a better education, and I am most grateful for it. Having said that, I also know that you are exhausted and broke. I have been dreading that you may have to settle for less than what you (we) deserve because the government succeeded in breaking you. I am not in your shoes, so cannot judge. If the vote is a yes, I understand and I am still behind you. Delete Reply Alison RocheSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:25 PM It is a crap deal. It's always a crap deal. Once you raise the stakes to striking, anything else is a cave in. The last time we walked out was the 3 day illegal strike where I threw away 1200$ and got EXACTLY the same contract I had the year before. The BCTF called it a win because they didn't rip up MORE of my contract. Ridiculous. There are a few of us that believe that working to contract, doing 100% of your teaching job and nothing more (like paying for supplies out of your own pocket or EC) is the only way teachers will survive this government. What if they get re-elected again? Then what? Teachers have lost thousands to these clowns to make "statements" about the state of public education in this province. We can't keep sacrificing ourselves and our families. And in the meantime, you talk to parents about why you have to take this crappy road. Because up until this strike they mostly didn't care about the state of education, but god forbid you didn't run a Sports Day. Then suddenly they wanted to know what the hell was going on. Keep the conversation going in schools. Attend your PAC meetings and stop enabling this govt to underfund and overwork the system. And still get paid!ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:20 AM I am very excited at the prospect of returning to my beloved job on Friday. However I will NOT continue to put my personal money into my classroom and I will be seriously reconsidering my involvement in extra curriculars. I think we shoot ourselves in the foot with all the unpaid work we so willingly volunteer to do. Delete Reply FCSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:38 PM I heard a rumour last week from a loose lipped government insider that after the 22nd, depending on the outcome of the negotiations the Liberals were going to announce a 3 step process. I was not clear if this was based on 3 steps to resolve the strike (perhaps the 3rd step is legislation??) or 3 steps to overhaul the education system, either way, they will settle it outright. I wish you all luck and all the information that you need to make a sound decision of what you feel is best.ReplyDelete Replies Lisa BurrowsSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:53 PM I have heard similar rumours. On the 23rd, the gov. was planning on introducing a $6000 per year voucher system for 3 choices: an academic or trades program, or something called EducationCanada. Not clear whether their intention was to privatize the public system, de-certify teachers and hire them back under new wage/benefits. Not clear where these rumours originated from. Maybe fear tactics to get teachers to vote yes. In any event, I plan on voting yes. I signed up to be a teacher, not a martyr. This strike has cost us a lot. We need to regain our livelihood and hopefully continue the conversation about class composition. We have at least awakened many people to the issue, and the court case is still an avenue that could eventually improve teaching and learning conditions.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:33 PM I urge all teachers to fight and say NO to this deal. Retired teacher who had to retire because horrendous work conditions. Make me proud. They will not last long if you say NO! I know this is tough, but there is money and I hear that Van City does offer loan at low to 0 %. Banks do allow you to miss a mortgage payment. Go talki to your banker.Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM Will school districts require teachers to make up missed days, as suggested in the media? Will the school calendar be changing to make up for the missed three weeks and if so will we be made aware of those changes PRIOR to the vote? ReplyDelete KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:41 PM "Wages..... We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut." And that is the cost of going on strike!!! There is nothing that can be done about that. You cannot go on strike and put up the raise you want every week to compensate for your time on strike - it doesn't work that way.ReplyDelete Replies Drew StevensonSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:59 AM I believe the missing "..." Suggests that they meant to refer to the losses against inflation since the last wage step increase. Thus this contract does not allow us to recover the buying power lost to inflation since the last non contract or "0%" year. Add those up and compare against the proposed increase and you see that by the end of the contract, we won't be able to afford the same value of goods (loaves of bread, watts of energy, litres of gas) that we could at the end of the last contracts term. It was not a comment about wages that were lost in the strike. Those are really small potatoes when compared to the grinding power of inflation over years and years. The next contract will use this latest for a bench mark so these losses to inflation will grind at all teachers for as long as they teach. A death of a thousand cuts to our ability to afford basic goods and services. Any raise less than inflation is a cut to the value placed on us and on our ability to pay our bills. Delete Reply Ed SSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:09 PM Having lost $20,000 (including summer school wages) as the single income for a family of five is far too much; I will be voting YES to the deal, unless the independently wealthy teachers out there who wish to continue the strike will pay my bills and mortgage for me.ReplyDelete Replies Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:14 PM I feel ya. Yes for meDelete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:18 AM Ed S. With all due respect (and I mean that), how did you lose $20,000 in the strike? Teachers were out 2 weeks (all out) before they were supposed to be in June, and now 3 weeks for the start of school? It is my understanding that teachers don't get paid through the summer months. Please correct me if I'm wrong, wherever I'm wrong. Shouldn't you have been financially alright for the summer months at least? Also all teachers knew this strike had a possibility of extending into the new school year but no one teacher budgeted for this possibility? I'm truly just trying to get a clear picture of where this all stems. NO disrespect intended.Delete BlairSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:12 AM Kelly, not Ed but if you look at the numbers there was the 10% lockout haircut in May/June plus the loss of most of June and the loss of much of September. In our 1 teacher (1 non) household we calculated a $9 K - $10 K loss so far. If you add summer school earnings you can easily make the loss in the $20 k zone. As for budgeting, we budget for the summer, but did not expect the 10% haircut, nor the loss of June/Sept days which completely messed our budgeting calculations. A very good friend (single teaching mother) was crushed by the loss of the June income and is without a penny today.Delete Mr. SmoothSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:35 PM The only one who didn't get a haircut was Jim Iker... and he needs one more than anyone else. What's with that over-coiffed 70"s mullet Jim? Does wonders for the BCTF brand image!Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:55 PM Jim's hair is not open for discussion in a respectful space like this. As for his salary, he is a teacher who does not get paid when we are on strike.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:04 PM Totally agree!Delete Reply Mr. GSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:24 PM If I thought they could do any better I would agree with voting NO, but you have to be realistic. The BCTF does not use professionals to bargain and always ends up with much less than they promise the membership when asking for a strike vote. While this is not a great deal for teachers, I really think you're fooling yourself if you think it'll get any better.ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:02 AM BCTF needs to be replaced with younger more adept representatives and advocates. Also, we should be hiring professional contract negotiators - you don't go into battle with cut throat corporate types with a wooden knife. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:37 PM This is BAD deal! Say NO to it and show those (expletives) that we will not take it anymore! Come on! Show them that teachers have a spine! They will respect us, oddly!Delete Reply retaSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:51 PM I agree with Richard. Those in the public that are uniformed would be furious, and there are many teachers who just can't afford to use their wages as their voice any longer - too much has already been donated to the government. In my opinion, the deal is pretty lame. I am sitting on the fence.ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:24 AM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:26 AM So true!!! I cannot afford to fight this battle for public education any longer. Why is this my personal and professional obligation??? However I think this deal is weak weak weak. I also think its the best we are going to get. Ideologically I'm on the fence but my wallet will vote YES.Delete Reply SirThinksToo MuchSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:54 PM My wife and I will be voting "Yes" on Thursday for it is the middle path. The easy path would have been for us to go back to school with E-80 & E-81 over our heads. The difficult path would be for us to vote "No" and put our mortgage at risk and having to continue asking retired parents for handouts to feed a family with three kids. The middle path is the wisest choice for us considering the current political climate in which those who do not teach are the quickest to judge it harshly.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:41 PM I understand that this is really tough for you! I almost died teaching a few month ago. I had to quit. Please consider holding on and say no. Remember the short loss in salary will be offset in the LONG-RUn by better salary increase. This is a joke! They will be laughing at you even more if we accept this. This is a very bad deal! However, I do respect your position!Delete Reply DaleSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:16 AM Why would classroom conditions be better on October 9th after being legislated back? We have been outplayed because of our stubborn refusal to outdated, tired old tactics. It is because of these actions that have led us to this terrible deal. Time to reset, regroup and stock up for the long haul. Can't do it if half the members commit hara kiri on themselves. We are a union of professionals not a cult. ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:49 AM Could not agree more.Delete schreck!September 17, 2014 at 9:44 AM Could you please advise which tactics you believe could have been used to secure a superior deal?Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:47 AM Full disclosure: I'm a BC Liberal supporter. The only people who would benefit from a NO vote are the BC Liberals. Teachers would be bargaining with no leverage whatsoever and would be viewed by a large segment of the population as unreasonable. The BC Liberals then get portray themselves as the only party capable of dealing with the BCTF. schreck! says that the BCTF has the government on the ropes, but he couldn't be farther from the truth. The government wants people to view the BCTF as their primary opponent. Disputes like this just shore up the BC Liberal base and protect its right flank. Any half-baked recall campaign will only reinforce that. It's true teachers aren't going to recoup the lost wages from the strike. I would suggest to you that that means this job action was probably not in teachers' interests, especially without any sort of appreciable strike fund. This is the best deal teachers were ever going to get with this government and people should have been able to recognize that in June. If you want my advice (which you probably don't), it would be to spend the next 5 years building up a strike fund, electing better leaders, and hiring a professional negotiating team. Don't bring a knife to a gunfight and expect things to go well. Focus on getting the best deal you can from whoever the government is rather than trying to change the government, the HST, Kinder Morgan or a thousand different issues that distract from education and erode the union's finances further. You'd be doing yourself a favour, and probably doing the NDP a favour at the same time. Also, if schreck! is David Schreck, you can thank his opposition to STV for the last two BC Liberal majorities. I know I do.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:11 PM One step would be to stop making political contributions to the NDP. This only contributes to the childish animosity and lack of trust that has constantly characterized negotiations. How else can the Socreds/Liberals view teachers except as enemies when they so publicly support their opponents. This stupid confrontational immature approach has to STOP!!!!! Education should not be a political fight when it is so obviously a valuable benefit to our society. It was an NDP government that legislated teachers back to work in 1993. Stop making education a political fight.Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:10 PM I don't think they have to go that far. CUPE and the Nurses still contribute to the NDP yet they don't have the same acrimonious relationship. CUPE and the Nurses just make their members their priority, and broader advocacy second.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:55 PM Ryan (possibly a Liberal paid commenter), with all due respect, I disagree with you. The cumulative increase in lieu of this will be better. Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can. I say to Iker, ask for 6% over 3 years because these people love to play the 15% over 15 year game to make it so big on the surface. Some people think that this is 15% every year. Believe me! I have seen it in comment sections. Others believe that the 15% is too high not understanding that they must divide things over the duration of the contract. It is time that we play it smarter. It is time to put the foot down and ask for money given to us by other unions, if it is needed. Banks can accept one late mortgage payment. It would be suicidal for them to not help. Imagine the possible damage if that ever leaks out. They could lose a lot in teacher money. I for one would pull my money out of a bank in support! Teachers are going to show this government that we have a spine! Enough is enough! Aren't you tired of being treated like kids? (Retired teacher who almost died in a car accident because of work conditions that were horrendous. I had to quit.)Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 AM Not paid by the BC Liberals. I pay them actually... :/ I imagine astroturfers of any affiliation wouldn't disclose their bias. "Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can." How did that work in May 2013? If the teachers reject a contract that their own union endorsed, it will make teachers seem unreasonable. Whether that perception is true or fair is irrelevant. It's what will happen, and teachers will be weaker as a result. Take my advice. Build up a strike fund and focus on the internal governance of the BCTF for the next 6 years. You'll be better off for it. Or not. I don't mind you or others making it easier for the party I support to get elected. I'd just rather not see kids and teachers hurt in the process.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:37 AM Ah! The "don't-hurt-kids" card, hey, when you have underfunded education for 12 years! WOW! That takes the cake! Are your trolling? Oh! You are serious? :) Would you be surprised if I don't follow your advice, considering your lack of logic? Would you be surprised if others don't follow your advice? It is ttue that bullies like you and your ilks love to show who is the boss, who is the teacher now! I suspect that is at the root of the problem! No one wants to fail in school! No one wants to get the strap! Sad that today's teachers don't like it too! But, who cares, we are ... teachers! We deserve it! BAH! BAH! BAH!Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:22 PM That's fine. I look forward to another 16 years of BC Liberal government.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:41 PM 16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate! Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan! Sociopaths do that!Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 9:35 AM "16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate!" 16 years of our opponents still don't understand why they lost. Like I said, that's fine with me. If I said the Liberals would be in power for at least another 13 years back in 2004 you probably would have laughed too. Heck, if I told you on May 13 last year that the BC Liberals would be reelected on May 14 you'd probably have laughed too. And you were wrong. Why is that? Answer that question if you want the NDP to win the next election. Without a correct answer to it, the NDP's cause is hopeless. "Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan!" You feel they are flawed, and that's fine. I don't go around calling people who disagree with me sociopaths, nor do I accuse them of being paid shills. But I also don't feel much need to address your ad hominems. There are logical arguments to support your position, but argumentum ad hominem is not one of them. It's a textbook logical fallacy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 1:15 PM Ah! Now I get it! It is all ego-based! You think because you voted the winning party that you are a winner and we are losers! You think because you predicted that the Liberals would win, you are winner. That does not make YOU a winner or the Liberals! It is called DEMOGRAPHICS, you expletives. The baby boomers are getting old and because they have more assets and won't make a whole lot more for too long, they need to vote a govn't who is going to do just that! It is not rocket science! WOW! You think you are so superior when your party stole an election with 47% of the popular vote. That's not a majority and your party should not have been elected. BTW, did you delete from your ethical memory the words Ethnic voting scandal? The field is slanted and you know it. However, you are so willing to minimize, forget the scams and bad fairplay tactics like a sociopath is allowed to minimize or ignore his or victims emotions that you don't see that you are the loser, we are the victim of your constant bullying. 1% wage increases after years of 0% increases and you can justify that when Yahoo reports that the average Canadian can hope to get 2.5% this and next year: https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html You Liberals behave like fascists, but we can't call you that because that's not allowed! Well! Guess what? It is and you are. Live with it! You keep on dreaming you are a genius! :) I am retired, getting soon a nice pension, and laughing at you from a beach somewhere! AHAHA! Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 2:14 PM What's with the name calling Peter? For someone claiming to be retired you really don't show the wisdom of age. For someone who talks about logic, you use logical fallacies like ad hominems a lot too. It's a fair point that the BC Liberals didn't get a majority of the vote (and I'm a very big supporter of electoral reform). The BC Liberals + Conservatives did though, and I don't think it's realistic to expect the BC Conservatives to have been more generous had they been part of government. Last time I checked I just voted. I didn't "victimize" anyone. Perhaps your rage is misplaced. If you think the election was "stolen" I'm afraid I have to question your grasp on reality though. "Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?" I'm glad you'll have a pleasant retirement Peter. I have no ill will towards you. I'm not sure why you think I do. I'm not saying people were *right* to vote BC Liberal. That's a matter of opinion. All I'm saying is people *did* vote BC Liberal. More voted BC Liberal than BC NDP for the last 5 elections in a row actually. You need to understand why that happened in order to change it for the next election. Clearly you're not interested in that though. Which is fair enough. Just remember next time you're upset about something the BC Liberals do that your lack of interest is part of why the BC Liberals get elected at all.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 3:23 PM I love your culture --or the lack of thereof! Guess what, stop thinking averybody is white and must follow your little rules. Namecalling? Sociopath? Whaaaat? And, what if you are? Still can't call you that? :) You fascist right-wingers are big on censorship! I just don't like you giving us lessons on how to get the NDP in. As stated, people are voting right of the NDP because it is a matter of demographics and a little ethnic vote buying on the side. The rest is mumbo jombo. Yes, of course, they will have to go on strike in the future and yes they will have to build a strike fund. The Liberals stole that from the BCTF too! And, you wonder why I don't have any respect for them? Yes, electoral reform is needed! We agree!Delete Reply JJ GeorgeSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:46 AM As a parent, I support the teachers and respect whether they choose to vote yes or no. However I noticed a discrepancy here from other information I've read regarding prep time for elementary teachers. Here it states minimal improvement to prep time - only 10 minutes per week being added. Elsewhere I read that it is 100 minutes per week for prep, increasing by an additional 10 minutes in the final year. That is a significant difference, and worth noting. Or have I completely misunderstood?ReplyDelete Replies Anne-MarieSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:59 AM Elementary teachers currently have 90 minutes of preparation time per week so an increase to 100 minutes per week is only gaining 10 minutes. In other provinces and some private schools they have as much as 45 minutes of prep time per day.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:56 PM Thank you for inquiring!Delete DW ZSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:57 PM You're right JJ George. There is a significant difference around the province regarding preparation times. In my district elementary teachers currently get 100 minutes of prep time. This new proposal is useless to me. I'll have to wait 6 years to gain an extra 10 minutes. Delete Reply UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:11 AM Almost nobody gets cost of living adjustments. Also inflation is NOT 2%. Do some research and look at the CPI for BC over the last 24 months. The average over the last 2 years is 0.7%, not 2%. The CPI changes every month so you cant just look at the highest month and declare that THE inflation rate. Check out the 12 month averages document for the actual numbers. http://www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/StatisticsBySubject/Economy/ConsumerPriceIndex.aspx All that being said I support the teachers. if you think this is a bad deal as a parent my dream would be for the teachers to vote no but continue bargaining because I do think the kids need to be in school and I do fear that the teachers will lose all support if the strike continues. All I ask as a parent is that you do your own research and try not to be swayed by all the opinions. ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:01 AM Inflation for August was 2.1% (http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/economy/cpi-report-expected-to-reveal-rise-in-canadas-core-inflation-rate/article20593943/). The CPI is a year-over-year calculation.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:43 AM Inflation should be looked at as a yearly average, not an individual month.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:34 PM The lawyers do not believe we have compromised our court deal. Our leadership would not have sold us out. We dodged a bullet. The Premier had something loaded even if we are not sure what it was. The idea that we could simply return to work is not guaranteed. I think a no vote could easily lead to the Liberals locking us out again because the Premier wants to crush us and she will use any excuse. She did not want to take the advice of her people and do this deal. I am certain a plan for drastic action (where we have to take the concessions they had planned) or worse - was in place. We can't guarantee the press will do any better job explaining the complexities should we say no. They rarely sided with us in markets outside of Vancouver where people are more political and they often misled or allowed others to mislead. They are not helping and would sensationalize. This would see dissolution of support very quickly - especially if we asked for wages. (Though admittedly it angers me that we can't ask for wages without being accused of being greedy when that is what most bargaining units do). But we have argued this is about kids and while this is not ideal - it is better to have teachers than not. The deal does suck in that it does not bring us to par - but this fight needs to be won with a strategy that is political and capacity will do that in another round. We have some support - but it is limited to the choir. We need to have the pews too. We need to build that capacity while working and continue to find allies because the fight is bigger than most people want to consider. This is about ideology and about privatization. Education always was political but never more so than now and we have to fight this party or the conservatives who would do the same or worse. No teacher who is responsible can ignore the politics any longer. That is simply the truth. If you work in the system you better get informed and you better be prepared to fight until retirement for the system. That said, I want to ask the same question others are asking: Why is this the job of 42,000 teachers and not the job of all citizens who want equality to fight for this right? It is time (while the conversation is still on-going and up to and including election night) for us to guide the public where we can but mainly play our part by not propping the system up. Make poverty known. Make noise about shortfalls, ask questions (in the media or in board offices ) about who is going to fix it instead of paying ourselves, volunteer some but wait for the pubic to step up so they see what schools lack. I hate the deal too. But I trust Vince Ready and Iker and I don't think we could have done better right now. I think we dodged a bullet because I have read everything this government has put out and followed the trail. They plan to privatize and they are just looking for the route. Voting YES for now does not mean we are giving up. It does not mean a win in the way we wanted but we have won a battle that will lead to us winning the war. If we don't rest up and stock up we might not get there.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:57 PM Well, if it is bigger than just this battle, then we will need ALL the unions to strike if they do indeed use drastic (draconian) measures. I say it is time for ALL of the unions to call a general strike. I guarantee that they will not like that one bit. What will they do then? Call the army? :) People in Europe, at the end of the 19th century stood up in mines. General strikes do occur in Europe and have. If you think you had it tough, think of them who stood tall for US in tougher times and conditions. Make sacrifices. Sell furniture. Tutor on the side. Ask for the BCTF money. Ask your banker to help. As friends and relatives. If we say NO, it won't last long. If they legislate us back, let's call a general province-wide strike of all unions. Delete Reply Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:47 AM Between CC's smug smile as she celebrates slaughtered teachers and Jim Iker's goofy grin - seemingly unaware that he has been a willing puppet, I am thoroughly disgusted. Over the next 5 years, teachers will be in an increasingly bad situation financially, classrooms will continue to be too large and complex with increasing medical, social and environmental issues impacting academic delivery. It could not be less obvious that things will continue to worsen. The Liberals have ensured that BC is rapidly becoming the Canadian Monaco for rich off shore interests and wealthy corporations. Soon the underpaid "workers" will have to be bussed in daily to Vancouver - Asian style. The only recourse is to move to just about any other province and bring in up to $100,000 more over the six years with much less cost of living. So we are bailing, encouraged by friends who have gotten positions in Manitoba and Alberta. My colleagues and I discovered through contacting several school boards across Canada that specialist (special needs and behavioural) and secondary science teachers are in particular demand. I want to work in a professional, respectful environment where the needs of all children are considered a priority and where I feel inspired to do my best. However, I want my vote to reflect the wishes of teachers who will be here over the next 6 (5) years, so very much appreciate your blog and opportunity to read the comments.ReplyDelete Bert SlaterSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:11 AM To vote YES will throw away 12 years of effort, and 2 victories in BC Supreme Court. To vote YES will be to snatch defeat from the jaws of victory. If you vote YES what bargaining power do you think you will have - the government will do nothing, and then what do you think you will do - take job action? PLEASE VOTE NO.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:59 PM Time to show you have a spine!Delete Reply RodSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:06 AM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Cool HandSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 AM Wouldn't a 'No' vote be a vote of no confidence in the BCTF itself?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:02 AM Not at all. It is just a message to the leadership we need to do better. The strength of the union is the members, and we support the leadership by giving them direction through democratic means.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:40 PM I disagree. How else can a recommendation by the EC to vote yes be interpreted? Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:00 PM I am sure people will interpret this both ways, but it is a vote. If it is supposed to be a "Yes", because it might be interpreted one way, then why bother having a vote?Delete Kate TSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:07 AM Yes , it would be. I don't think we could come out much better than this with this government. How will a No obtain that? Christy will be happy, she can declare the BCTF gone and roll out her plan to privatize. Delete Reply David DeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:06 AM A no vote would be a rejection of a the court victories defied by the government and an inadequate deal containing some vague promises that won't meet the needs of teachers or students on class size and other important issues.In Ontario elementary teachers get 200 minutes of prep time per 5 day cycle. I know there is financial hardship, but the union has received close to $2 million in donations from other unions; is there no way of accessing hardship funds? At minimum, vote no and return to work on work to rule with various strike options.ReplyDelete Erica JonesSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:25 AM This article actually makes me so mad. It is NOT better for the kids that they have missed almost all of june and all of september. This is what you signed up for in BC as a teacher. Get on board or GET OUT.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:20 PM Is this really what teachers signed up for? At my high school, each class has about 30 kids, with an average of 17 kids per classroom with an identified learning disability. Our district says that there should be no more than 4 kids per classroom.. How do you expect non-specialist teachers to help each student when over half of them require more resources because of a learning disability? Furthermore, are you generalizing the "better-ness" to all the kids in BC? Because I don't think that it would be better if kids went back considering the learning environment isn't up to par. There are barely any Education Assistants, and support teachers for the multitude of children who need them. While I recognize and appreciate your enthusiasm for education, please realize that the public school system isn't a daycare. Also, please think about your words and the learning environment prior to speaking out. By the way, we're not an autocracy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:08 PM I can understand your frustration! Understand mine! I almost died at 7:30 pm one night returning from teaching a FI split class with several students who did not get enough support or no support at all. The principal expressed to me that he expected me to teach 2 different social studies programs and 2 different science programs. ANYONE I talked to knows that this is impossible to do, especially in French Immersion when kids get no support at home and books are often too hard for students to read. I had to quit my job. I did it for me and did it for the kids. I was like a surgeon who is asked to operate on 5 patients with an old scalpel with 2 inexperienced nurses. Predictably, 4 patients would die and I would be reprimanded! Teachers are put in terrible conditions and kids too. I hope you have the openmind to consider the reality of this honest personal anecdote. I also wish you to understand that this is likely not an isolated incident. What will it take? A kid to commit suicide because he or she is not getitng enough support?Delete Reply hilarySeptember 17, 2014 at 10:29 AM It is incorrect to equate lost funding with what the teachers would have received in grievances. The two are not equivalent. The starting position of the BCTF was $225M, so they never expected $3B to resolve grievances. I'm also interested to know where you get your figures on overcrowded classrooms. A recent Globe and Mail article says that classrooms are, on average, smaller than the caps set in 2002.ReplyDelete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:36 AM The signing bonus should be roughly $2500 each: 105 million divided by 41 thousand.ReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:53 AM It is not that simple. The $105 million is to be allocated by the union. The term "signing bonus" has been crossed off on the signed document. Some of that money may be used to pay union debts. Don't know this but clarification would be useful.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:16 PM Just quoting from the CBC news website, "And finally there are details of $105-million fund to settle grievances stemming from the ongoing court case. The BCTF says that money will be given out as a signing bonus, with specific amount yet to be determined."Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:34 AM I think it would be smart to put at least part of it into your strike fund.Delete Reply WheelsSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:55 AM If the money is used as a signing bonus, it should be based on FTEReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:12 PM Yes I am sure it will be based on FTE. The question is how much of the $105 Million is actually distributed. This is up to the union, and I am told that it is yet to be decided.Delete GuruSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:44 PM And don't forget all the retired teachers who are entitled to a share of it.Delete Reply Geoff OrmeSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:18 PM In another discussion of this someone suggested that under BC Labour Law a no vote means rejection of the proposed deal, and that means the strike continues until either: - the union in question elects to stand down - another tentative deal is presented or - the government imposes a legislated contract. I think the last of these is the most likely, and I believe the legislated contract would be draconian and brutal. What do you think, Tara? Also, I would appreciate your thoughts on Sandy Garossino's comments at https://storify.com/Garossino/should-teachers-accept-the-contractReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:14 PM If this is so, in a few month (likely a couple of years), teachers will win so much more with a Supreme Court judgment! It is possible that the Liberals know that the higher courts are stacked by Liberal judges (that is what happen when judges are chosen, not elected). In any case, a negative settlement (or not a great judgment) will galvinize the public to reform the way the Supreme court judges are being chosen. I doubt that any govn't will want that to happen. A legislated contract will make the LIbs look like sociopaths and dictators.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:47 PM Peter I think you are expecting far too much from the public, many of whom are only paying attention to this matter due to kids being home from school. The public are not remotely this savvy on the political process.Delete Reply IslanderSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:09 PM I am a continuing education teacher. We have it even worse and we are not listened to enough about our poor conditions. Those include no prep time (and we do have to mark and do report cards many times a year sometimes and commonly for 30 students in a class), travelling to different schools with no compensation, and having next to no breaks in between 3 hour classes. I worked for two years with no lunch break and taught 6 hours straight (just 15 min. breaks) to be told, "don't complain since there are others who will do it". We then got 15 min. breaks in between classes. Most of our students are wealthy immigrants, many who try to stay in classes as long as possible since the classes are free. After spending a year in Germany, I realize how better organized it is where the immigrants pay to learn the language on a sliding scale, and have to pay for a student book as well for each class. We do not even have text books, but photocopy so much at tax payers' expense. This is not right. I then teach summer school since we were not on a 12 month continual salary and most of those students are also immigrants (at least 75%). This is also free and it is becoming so common and the new immigrants know this is free babysitting and tutoring. I think one main problem is that we have so many new immigrants in our classes who need ESL like this article states about our inclusion style of education nowadays: http://www.vancouversun.com/life/Shelley+Fralic+trouble+with+schools/10203596/story.html I am honored to be teaching and like my job, but it does get exhausting especially since I need two or three jobs to pay the mortgage that I now no longer have.. back to renting since it all I can afford in this city that has become so expensive. And many don't realize that it is very very difficult to get to full time work as a teacher here. There was a formula that made it take about 10 years to get to f/t (now finally changed). I have been without pay for 3 months, and now had to finally rent a place in anticipation of returning to work, so I have to vote "yes", but please keep the comments coming for what alternatives we have. Maybe we have to just educate the public in a better way than picketing; maybe get out and walk around malls and talk to people and hand out pamphlets on how this liberal government is hurting this. Most Asians (probably just the new who are from such a different system) are already against the teachers since they do not seem to understand what is going on. http://www.vancouversun.com/Business/asia-pacific/Chuck+Chiang+Many+Asian+families+place+blame/10202757/story.htmlReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:17 PM First of all, myn thoughts are with you! I think your ideas about using different strategies is smart. Picketing is not a very good strategy to let people know about things. I think using the membership to flood media comment sections would be more effective. Going to talk to the public might be a good idea along with this, I think. Phone the BCTF and ask for support.Delete Reply Marsha HolleySeptember 17, 2014 at 1:36 PM A teachers wife Vote no you have come to far to back down. It is a -----Y DEAL. ReplyDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:45 PM Ask yourself WHY teachers cannot get 1/2 of the average increase in salary of the private sector? (The Libs will tell you because there are sooooooo many teachers, but I also hear that there are provinces where there is a need for teachers!) TORONTO - A new study says that Canadians, on average, can expect about the same size salary increase next year as in 2014. Human resources consultants Pal Benefits says a survey of 401 organizations, mainly in Ontario, Alberta and British Columbia, projected salary increase for 2015 at an average of 2.79 per cent. That was almost unchanged from the 2.74 per cent average increase projected in last year's survey. Meanwhile, in addition to the average salary increase remaining relatively steady year over year, the survey found that the percentage of employers who plan to freeze salaries appears to have stabilized at eight per cent —in the same percentages as was projected in 2014. Breaking down the numbers further, the survey found the average salary increase anticipated in the engineering, financial services and high technology sectors was three per cent. That compared with an average of 2.5 per cent on the low end for organizations in durable manufacturing. https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.htmlReplyDelete "Mama Rose"September 17, 2014 at 9:12 PM I used to agree with you, Tara, and appreciate you bringing these items to your blog to get us all thinking. But after a very long night and day of research and discussion, I realize I will be voting yes tomorrow. Here is why: I don't care about salary or benefit increases. That is not why I went on strike. I don't care if this tentative deal is not good for teachers. That's not why I went on strike either. For me, the single most important issue is class size and composition. I want to work in a classroom where I have enough time and resources available to me to adequately help all the students I teach. And while it is true that this tentative deal will not change anything in the classrooms right now (or at least most of our classrooms), I realized that we couldn't actually make changes in that area because the issues of cs and c is before the courts. When I made that connection and realized that this round of bargaining was really about a "good enough" agreement regarding wages, then the deal seems, well... good enough. BUT, the best part, is the language the BCTF legal team made around the furture court decision (the re-opener). They have it in writing that if we win the court case (which is likely) and when we have to start bargaining class size and comp again (that is exactly what Justice Susan Griffin said we would have to do) we will be STARTING from the 2002 levels. To make this simple to understand, I explained it to my friends using a number line. With this new language, the BCTF starts the next round of bargaining at say a 50. The government will want us to go to 10 or 15, and we'll compromise and end up maybe 25. But WITHOUT that language, we would have started bargaining at a 10 and only gone down from there. So I do believe it is the best deal possible, it still factors in the biggest issue (from my perspective), we do not lose the important gains of the past, and most importantly, everyone gets to go back to school.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 PM Mam Rose, I appreciate your point of view and your courage. However, let me point out to you and the readers that a decision at the BC supreme court might not turn out the way teachers anticipate. We all know that judges are appointed and who does the appointing? "All justices of the BCSC (including the position of Chief Justice and Associate Chief Justice) are appointed by the federal cabinet, on recommendation of the Minister of Justice. Masters are appointed by the provincial cabinet, on recommendation of the Attorney General in consultation with the Chief Justice." (Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Supreme_Court_of_British_Columbia) Now, I would like to think that all of those people are objective, but they are appointed and we know that there are political appointments. They have a lot of discretion over the laws and judgments. I am willing to bet that the BC Liberals do know this and are betitng the farm (or do they know something we don't know) that the Supreme Courts are stacked against teachers? So, I am not sure if we can count on a WIN if we proceed with the court ruling. I think we would be better to negotiate and negotiate a better deal.Delete Reply retaSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:57 AM Yes...no...yes...no...The last two days have been this. I’ve read so many articles and comments over the past few months and, I can say, I have learned a lot. I know this is not a great deal for teachers right now. I will be voting yes. This is why… 1. The children. Without going into the multiple issues (e.g., grad, post secondary, trades, sports, global education/trips, planned activities, those with varying degrees of special needs, those that need a soft place to land, etc., etc.) the children need to get on with their education. 2. The parents. For many parents, this strike is a financial burden. We do not like to be called baby sitters, but for many living below the poverty line, school is a financial relief. Winter is coming; gas bills will be expensive. 3. Poverty. Remember, BC has the highest child poverty rate in Canada. Schools feed and clothe numerous children. 4. The other systems educators work collaboratively with. MFCD, CYMH, foster parents, group homes, and the multitude of non-profit agencies that support vulnerable children and families are bursting at the seams. We are a part of that team. 5. CUPE. While some have been paid during this strike, that money is coming from districts. It was not provided by the government. And, CUPE is a partner in education - from the bus drivers to the tech dept to custodians to secretaries to EAs and so on. 6. Small Businesses. In our little towns, the school district is the number one employer. There is a direct cause-effect relationship between loss of wage and loss of business. 7. Money. The amount of money that is needed to reverse the erosion of the public education system over numerous years cannot be recouped in one sitting. This agreement is a start. It’s not much but the stage has been set. 8. THE COURT CASE. That is why we were on strike. All the other stuff could have been resolved months ago, but our government was working hard to make the court case go away. Well, it still exists. I consider that the victory. We live to fight another day (as rhetorical as that sounds) AND I hope people actually read the ruling and think critically about how a loss could impact the future of the Charter of Rights, and the power of government to contravene those rights. I am guessing we will vote to ratify as so many fear “what’s next?” from this government. It’s nasty business, and I think legislation would be next. VALUING PUBLIC EDUCATION needs to come from a STRONG, CONSISTENT public voice. If we do ratify the agreement, and those in the profession and public think we've given up, we have not. We’ve been fighting for years. We just haven’t been heard… until now. ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:21 AM I understand your point of view, but sometimes you have to fight to get what you want. This is a VERY bad deal, considering: Other people get on average 2.5% salary increases last year and this year and the next and the rest of us get 1% and must feel happy if we do.? (https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html) THIS DEAL is a horrendously BAD deal for kids/parents as well, of course. We are going to continue to be humiliated and be the laughing stock of many people of this province. After a decade of paycuts, WOW, this is what they are willing to offer! WOW! WOW! WOW!Delete Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:30 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Reply Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:37 PM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:08 PM Let's cross our fingers! I think we need a general strike by all unions if CC legislates teachers back. It is time to put the foot down and tell her and the Liberals that, as in the movie Network,"I am mad as hell and I won't take it anymore!"Delete Reply Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 8:26 PM Needs help on some stats for an online debate Looking for the last 10 or 15 years of contractual salary increases in %. So, 1% for 2001, 0% for 2002,...ReplyDelete Children FirstSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:00 PM Well it's all done now. Really hope the teacher's can find another angle to deal with class size and composition as well as student funding. The government will make sure the coming court case never swings your way no matter what. 2nd most expensive place to live in the the world!!! Wonder why and where the money goes??? ReplyDelete AnonSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 PM I'm an outsider, but have followed closely this whole fiasco and this is a RAW deal. Your union hung you out to dry on this one - taking a really bad deal (clearly no one from the BCTF had rudimentary math skills in their toolbox) and then publicly encouraging to the media that teachers accept the deal....what choice did you have - a no vote would have outraged the public. I could go on and on, but the bottom line, in my opinion, is that your union better get some stronger leaders who are PR and technology savvy. Out with Iker and the rest of those who bargained on your behalf - they just got ......well , we know that happened. Whew, can't even believe how screwed you got, absolutely amazing - nothing meaningful gained in the big picture and only very minor gains for a small group of people, bigger losses for the majority.. Wow - I better stop now. Best of luck. Thanks for all you do for our children. ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ▼  September (9) Reflections on the BC Teacher Strike BC Teacher strike - Lessons learned Response to Sandy Garossino Will the Education Fund improve classroom conditio... Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Class composition: a human rights perspective Class size and composition - a short visual histor... Guest post - I WILL HOLD THE LINE Teachers - let your leadership know it is time to ... ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media last tweet "" @ - 12:00am Follow @ last post "" facebook/ - Jan 1st Like Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/HealthAndSafety.aspx?id=29418,BCTF > Workers’ Compensation changes have hurt teachers  	Health & Safety  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers Aboriginal Education  Bargaining & Collective Agreements  Français  Health & Safety  New Teachers  Opportunities for Members  Pensions Professional Development  Professional Rights & Responsibility  Provincial Specialist Associations  Salary & Benefits  Teachers Teaching On Call  Teaching Resources  For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Health and Safety > WCB (WorkSafeBC)   Workers’ Compensation changes have hurt teachers  In 2003 the provincial government made changes to the Workers Compensation Act which resulted in diminished compensation to workers.  Those changes included the elimination of lifetime disability pensions based on actual loss of earnings with reduced pensions based on outdated disability charts that end at age 65, the virtual elimination of the WCB’s vocational rehabilitation program that used to help injured workers return safely to the workplace, the replacement of three levels of external appeal with one internal WCB review and one external appeal, and a worsening “culture of denial” throughout the adjudicative and appellate processes. The direct impact on BCTF members includes the following: increased costs to the BCTF’s Health and Wellness plan in providing the services of occupational therapists and rehabilitation consultants to members to ensure a safe return to the workplace increased costs to the BCTF’s Salary Indemnity plan to cover a worker’s gradual return to the workplace members working even though they have not fully recovered from their injuries members using more of their sick leave to “top-up” their salary because of lower WCB wage loss benefits members using their sick leave instead of filing a claim because they do not want to deal with the WCB process Over the course of the next two months leading up to the provincial election part of the agenda for change should include a re-balancing of the workers’ compensation system.  In 2008, the attached paper and executive summary  were prepared for the BCFed on the subject of the impact of the sweeping changes made to the workers’ compensation system by the B.C. Liberal government.   The BCFed endorsed the recommendations in the attached report in 2008 and again this year.    The executive summary (16 pages) was handed out at the BCFed’s 2008 Convention.  The authors summarize about 20 recommendations which are supported by information and examples.  These 20 recommendations form the core of their recommended legislative changes to begin to restore the compensation system.  In 2008, Roberta Ellis—the VP at the Workers’ Compensation Board, affirmed that the analysis was right and that the Board would continue in this way as this was the intent of the 2002/2003 legislative changes. Over the last decade employers have saved hundreds of millions of dollars which should rightly have gone to injured workers.  The candidates in the next provincial election need to hear the collective and individual voices of workers regarding the type of integrated change which is required if balance is to be restored to the workers’ compensation system.  In particular, the Board's mandate to compensate and rehabilitate workers is an important public interest goal (as is safety) and should not be compromised on the basis of cost to employers alone.   Employers receive legal immunity and help in safety practices.  Workers should receive full compensation for injuries arising out of and in the course of their employment. Please encourage members to speak up for full compensation for injured workers and a balanced workers’ compensation system.  The BCTF has been granted permission by the writers of the attached paper to use any and all parts of it to advance the cause of obtaining full compensation for injured workers and a balanced workers’ compensation system. Sarbrinder Lalli Assistant Director—WCB Advocate Income Security Division British Columbia Teachers' Federation ph. 604-871-1890, fax. 604-871-2285, slalli@bctf.ca Toll free: 1-800-663-9163, local 1890   About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/tdtu/posters_tdtu/write_to_contacts.html,Email Phone Twitter Contacts June 2014 Twitter       #bced #bcpoli #thisismystrikepay MLA: Robin Austin robin.austin.mla@leg.bc.ca Premier: Christy Clark premier@gov.bc.ca Minister of Education: Peter Fassbender peter.fassbender.mla@leg.bc.ca Coast Mountains School District's 2011-2014 Board of Education School Trustees: Hazelton/Kitwanga: Lynn Newbery Tel: 250-842-6161 Email: lynn.newbery@cmsd.bc.ca Kitimat: Linda Campbell Raymond Raj Tel: 250-632-5084 Tel: 250-632-4006 Email: linda.campbell@cmsd.bc.ca Email: raymond.raj@cmsd.bc.ca Stewart: Shannon McFee Tel: 250-636-9098 Email: shannon.mcfee@cmsd.bc.ca Terrace: Art Erasmus Roger Leclerc Tel: 250-635-0258 Tel: 250-635-4640 Email: art.erasmus@cmsd.bc.ca Email: roger.leclerc@cmsd.bc.ca Thornhill: Gary Turner Tel: 250-615-2889 Email: gary.turner@cmsd.bc.ca Please encourage family and friends to phone, write letters and/or emails. Return to TDTU Home Page)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=21687,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > October 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 23, Number 2, October 2010   Summer conference speakers inspire and encourage  By Nancy Knickerbocker   Be encouraged! Even as he and fellow citizens of New Orleans mark the fifth anniversary of Hurricane Katrina, Michael Molina’s upbeat message to the adults and children who suffered the catastrophe is: “Be encouraged!”   Despite the “shock doctrine” style takeover of New Orleans public schools, the spirit of community and dedication to quality public education remains encouragingly resilient, said Molina, a teacher, Yale-educated lawyer, award-winning rapper, and founder of New Roots, a program for youth displaced by Katrina. In a moving presentation to 600 BC teachers at summer conference, Molina recalled the natural, human, and political disaster that left 80% of the city destroyed, more than 1,800 people dead, and one million people homeless. “I lost my childhood home and my first school, but that was a lot less than others lost,” he said. In the immediate wake of Katrina, the pro-privatization forces moved swiftly to take over the public schools in New Orleans, which they seized upon as a prime opportunity for education entrepreneurs. Only two months after the hurricane struck, while teachers and their families were still scattered and rescue workers were still pulling bodies from the water, all 8,500 public school teachers and administrators were fired. Why? To break the union, he said, because it provided the core of resistance to the privatization agenda. The state then took over the locally elected school board and moved the centre of power miles away to the state capital in Baton Rouge. The federal government dumped $24 million into charter schools, this in a city with no electricity. As a result, today, more than half of all New Orleans schools are charter schools—the highest in the United States. To learn more about Michael Molina’s work, visit his website: www.momolina.com.  Public education and the politics of voice Michael Apple, eminent scholar and “a guru for us,” as BCTF President Susan Lambert described him, offered a keynote address to at the BCTF summer conference held at UBC.   Apple began by expressing his happiness at being among friends. “It’s nice to be in a place where unions are articulate and teachers fight back.” By contrast, he said, this summer a big billboard in New York’s Times Square offered people $10,000 to identify the worst teacher in their city. Education is deeply political, whether we like it or not, he said. And the politics often centre on the hidden curriculum: what we teach and what we omit to teach. “Whose knowledge is taught?” he asked. “Some knowledge is taught and others is considered illegitimate or unpopular.... It’s about the politics of voice. Who is heard? That’s why I love BC—because here you [the teachers] are heard.” He threw out a challenge to anyone who might claim that standards are low, or that teachers are overpaid: “Let them come into any classroom, spend a week, and then we can talk.” But the problems facing public education are not only due to neo-liberalism: it’s more complicated than that, Apple said. “For dominant groups to win, they must change our common sense.” (Immediately Mike Harris’s “Common Sense Revolution” sprang to mind, along with its attendant losses and cuts.) Apple described a new alliance of education reform groups coming together to say “It’s raining in education,” and to invite everyone in out of the wet. He listed four groups under the one umbrella: Neo-liberals: Private=good, public=bad, the world as a vast supermarket, it’s all about choice, merit pay, “the fiction of a weak state,” etc. Neo-conservatives: Strong state, patriotism, national curricula, standardized testing, less funding to schools, more to prisons and the “injustice system.” Authoritarian populists: Home schoolers are creating the biggest trend in the US, with about 2 million children pulled from public schools in search of “gated educational communities.” New managerialists: “If it moves in classrooms, then measure it!” They have carved out new spheres of authority in government with so-called “value-added testing,” etc. “Markets reproduce the conditions for advantage,” Apple said, noting that voucher schools and other choice programs based on test scores produce no decline in inequality, more racism and oppression, and less respect for teachers. In this depressing context, where does one look to for hope? Apple pointed to Porto Alegre, Brazil, where, despite deep poverty and almost no education funding, teachers and communities built an entire school system from the bottom up. Students have a voice, teachers and parents build knowledge that speaks back to the national curriculum, and the entire transformation was led by the teachers’ union. “It’s a story of continuous struggle, of the teachers working with the children and fighting back,” Apple said.   Nancy Knickerbocker is the BCTF’s media relations officer.   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=12202&printPage=true,BCTF News Releases  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2007 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE March 26, 2007 Public education one step closer to privatization   The Liberal government in BC has dealt a heavy blow to public education by moving another step closer to privatization through legislation that was introduced today, says the BC Teachers' Federation (BCTF). Bill 20 challenges the autonomy and the authority of individual school districts by giving over-reaching power to four as-yet-unnamed superintendents of achievement. These superintendents will be armed with the power to override decisions made by local superintendents. "This is another level of bureaucracy that's being added to education," says BCTF First Vice-president Irene Lanzinger. "We already know that bureaucracy is not in the best interests of our students or our teachers. Bureaucracy does nothing to improve teaching and learning and it does nothing to improve conditions in our classroom." The legislation also establishes boards of education, and it provides for the appointment of a special trustee if elected officials do not follow administrative directives from the minister. "This certainly sends a signal to democratically elected trustees that their public service could be vulnerable to the political whims of the provincial government," says Lanzinger. BC will see the formation of more specialized schools under this legislation, and it allows schools to charge user fees in most cases. Lanzinger says, "the provincial government is merely changing the law because it didn't like the ruling from the BC Supreme Court that found school fees illegal. We are calling on the provincial government to fully fund a quality public education system."  -  30  - For more information, contact Yvonne Eamor, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell).)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8776&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, Number 5, April 2004 Power to the people: Citizens’ Assembly by Allan Flemons In British Columbia’s 1996 provincial election, the Liberals won the popular vote but did not form government. As a result, their party platform leading up to the subsequent provincial election in 2001 promised a complete review of the electoral process. Although the Liberals won that election with 77 or 79 seats and 57% of the popular vote, they carried through on their platform promise. That is why, last fall, I received an invitation in the mail. I’d been randomly drawn as a potential candidate for the B.C. Citizens’ Assembly on Electoral Reform. I was to respond by a certain deadline or lose my opportunity. I usually respond to anything resembling junk mail by recycling, but for some reason I put that one aside. A week later, I took the time to read it and research it; then I put it aside again. Finally, on the deadline day and with family encouragement, I faxed the necessary reply, and the selection process started. Eventually I became New Westminster’s male representative on the B.C. Citizens’ Assembly on Electoral Reform. The assembly comprises 160 people: two First Nations representatives plus one male and one female randomly selected from each of the 79 electoral ridings of British Columbia. The assembly is to study electoral systems within a framework of converting election votes into seats (MLAs). If the assembly considers another system to be superior to the present "first past the post" system of elections, it will make a recommendation to the attorney general, who must act on that recommendation by including it as a referendum question for the May 17, 2005, provincial election. If voters approve the referendum, the government must act on the recommendation in time for the 2009 election. British Columbians may have a new electoral system—one recommended by a group of ordinary citizens! I’ve just completed the learning phase of the process, which involved meeting for a day and a half over each of six weekends between January and March. Participating in such a democratic process involving ordinary people from throughout B.C. in learning about electoral systems has been a unique experience. You can become involved, too. I want to draw your attention to our web site: www.citizensassembly.bc.ca. The site contains backgrounders, links to lesson aids, glossaries, etc. Anyone doing a unit on democracy, elections, government, communities, etc., will want to visit. I also want to draw your attention to the public discussion phase of the process. During May and June, assembly members will be holding lic meetings in 49 communities around the province. You can give input on the type of electoral system you want for our province. And you can have your students make presentations on what they want for their future. You don’t have to give a presentation to attend the lic hearing; you can also just observe. The sessions will be advertised in the local media, or you can check the web site. The hearings are a wonderful way for teachers and students to become part of history. We have not had electoral reform in this province for more than 100 years. Times may have changed, but our election processes haven’t. We are going to be part of that change. Imagine what the results could be-perhaps a government structure that responds to all citizens, or MLAs that are required to represent their ridings by having the courage to go against party lines, or governments that stick to election platforms, or voters that have confidence that their votes do count and make a difference. Nowhere in the world and at no time in history have ordinary citizens come together to work on electoral reform. Usually it’s government appointees, royal commissions, judicial councils, and the like. This process is truly significant. There is no government interference. The assembly’s recommendation must go to the citizens of this province for referendum. At that point, it’s power to the people. Whatever the result may be, it will be the right one. Allan Flemons teaches at D.W. Poppy Secondary School, Langley, and resides in New Westminster.)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7842,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 2, October 2004 Environmental record of B.C. Liberals by David Chudnovsky Teachers have special reasons to care about the environment. Teachers rely on clean air and water like everyone else, and, given their profession, teachers have an extra interest in the kind of world being left for their students. What will that world look like, at least in B.C.? A year ago, B.C.’s environmental community came together to launch BCFacts.Org, a web-based tracking of environmental decisions, both good and bad. The initiative was launched to stay abreast of changes to B.C.’s environmental laws and regulations, and to track whether the B.C. government is keeping its promise of environmental management based on sound science, cleaner water, and sustainable practices. As it turns out, that promise has been systematically broken as the government has weakened nearly every environmental law on the books and cut monitoring and enforcement staff. Take climate change. B.C.’s climate is already changing in negative ways. Mountain pine beetles are infesting vast areas of B.C. forests because we have not had cold winters to kill them. B.C. is experiencing record forest fires and droughts consistent with a warmer climate. And, B.C. is experiencing floods consistent with more extreme weather events predicted by climatologists. What has been the B.C. government’s reaction? First it opposed Canada’s ratification of the Kyoto protocol, then it set about implementing an energy policy that aggressively promotes the production and consumption of fossil fuels, the burning of which causes climate change. As a result, B.C.’s greenhouse-gas emissions are going up instead of down. Moreover, the Campbell government wants to lift the federal moratorium on drilling in B.C.’s sensitive marine ecosystems, a move that would not only increase B.C.’s contribution to global warming, but also expose B.C.’s sea life and pristine beaches to the risk of oil spills. As to whether our students will grow up in a province with spotted owls, grizzly bears, and marbled murrelets, the B.C. Liberal’s record on endangered species is dismal. The government has overruled its own scientists in permitting logging of the habitat of spotted owls when there are fewer than 25 breeding pairs left. The moratorium on hunting grizzly bears was overturned, and logging the habitat of other species in decline like marbled murrelets is routinely permitted. On air pollution—a great concern to kids with asthma—while the government has continued B.C.’s opposition to the Sumas II power plant across the U.S border from Abbotsford, it has extended the life of polluting beehive burners in communities around B.C., promoted gas-fired power plants on Vancouver Island, and even opened the door to coal-fired power plants as Ontario is phasing theirs out. On water pollution, the government rolled back legislation that would have required B.C.’s pulp mills to clean up their act. B.C.’s mills now have weaker water-pollution laws than much of Europe, and weaker air-pollution laws than the U.S. B.C. leads the country in the discharge of dangerous dioxins and furans, mainly from the pulp-and-paper industry. On parks, following cuts by the B.C. Liberals, B.C. and Mississippi are the only two jurisdictions in North America without a parks interpretation program, depriving future generations of learning about nature in nature. The government has also passed legislation allowing the environment minister to permit commercial operations within park boundaries instead of at their edges, making it clear that all of B.C. is "open for business" regardless of where that may be. Has the government done anything right on the environment? Yes, the BCFacts.Org site commends the government for helping to protect Burns Bog, for extending logging moratoria in key areas of the Great Bear Rainforest, and for investing in sewage treatment upgrades around B.C. But, overall the environmental record is dismal. Whether this becomes an election issue in 2005 will likely depend on whether B.C.’s citizens get to hear much about this record. You can spread the word by sending your colleagues, friends, and relatives to BCFacts.Org. David Chudnovsky teaches at Lord Tweedsmuir Secondary School, Surrey. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9694,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 19, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 2006 Looking Back 70 years ago It is often argued in British Columbia that while elementary education should be free, high school education should, to a large extent, be paid for in fees by those who benefit from it. The fundamental fallacy in the fee-paying proposal is that it is society in the wider sense and the organized State more concretely, which benefits from education in all its stages. If this is not so there is no justification for a public system of schools at all. Advocacy of fees implies a complete non-understanding of the social function of education. – November 1936, The BC Teacher 50 years ago It has been suggested that the teaching profession has rejected merit rating far too casually; that even if it is sincere in the belief that its opposition to the principle is well founded it should be prepared to "study" the problem objectively. The Federation has looked deeply into merit rating. All the available literature on the subject has been carefully read, a great many research studies have been examined, and the relatively few existing schemes closely scrutinized. The conclusion that a full-scale study of merit rating would be futile was inescapable. – November 1956, The BC Teacher 30 years ago Initially many principals scoffed at the idea of staff committees. Teachers, however, smarting under the discipline of a few autocratic principals, and provoked by decisions that affected them but into which they had no input, embraced the new concept. Many principals have considered the BCTF policy on collegiality and staff committees to be an invitation to confrontation. They feel betrayed by their own organization. Others have embraced the concept, and have committed themselves to sharing decision-making. Some completely—others only as a means of self-preservation. – Nov./Dec. 1976, The BC Teacher 10 years ago Over the past six years, elementary schools–much more so than secondary schools–have been inundated with a host of new programs, curriculum alterations, and policy changes. While many changes are worthwhile and welcomed, their cumulative effect has left elementary school parents, teachers, and principals dazed and bewildered. Elementary school teachers in the past have demonstrated tremendous flexibility and resiliency in meeting the diverse and changing needs of their students. Let’s not push our luck by adding to the workload. – Nov./Dec. 1996, Teacher newsmagazine Chris Bocking, Keating Elementary School, Saanich Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141007,www.huffingtonpost.ca,http://www.huffingtonpost.ca/news/bc-teachers-strike-2014/5/topnav/loaded/,B.C. Teachers Strike 2014: Pictures, Videos, Breaking News Using a mobile device? Go to m.huffingtonpost.com for huffpost mobile. Vancouver Christy Clark B.C. First Nations Gregor Robertson More Log in Create Account Notifications Profile Settings Logout Edition: CA BR Brasil CA Canada DE Deutschland ES España FR France IT Italia JP 日本 (Japan) KR 한국 (Korea) MG Maghreb UK United Kingdom US United States Region: BC All Canada Alberta British Columbia Québec (en français) Follow FRONT PAGE Politics Ford Still Doesn't Understand Racism52 Unvetted Judge Joins Supreme Court43 Kenney Posts Photos Of Iraqi Children To Make Case For ISIL Airstrikes94 Clinton: Canadian Help In ISIL Fight 'Indispensable'44 Canadians Left In A Fog Of War42 Go to Politics More in Politics The Pulse Stephen Harper You might also like US Politics UK Politics Business Porn Company Has A Raunchy Deal For Air Canada Pilots Sun News Just Lost Its Main Source Of Content; What Now?49 Canadian Cities Surprisingly Unpopular Destinations For Workers This Is How You Rack Up U.S. Roaming Charges While In Canada14 Look What China Might Actually Build47 Go to Business More in Business Small Business Money You might also like Tech TechCrunch Autoblog WorldPost Spanish Nurse First To Contract Ebola Outside West Africa526 It's Been 3 Weeks Since Anyone's Seen Kim And Rumors Are Swirling97 3 New Findings On ISIS Weapons That You Should Know About39 Kurds Face Massacre In Syrian Border Town As Turkey Just Watches335 American Held Hostage By ISIS: 'I Am Obviously Pretty Scared To Die'70 Go to WorldPost More in WorldPost Foreign Affairs World Elections Arab Uprising Afghanistan War Syria Crisis You might also like Travel Impact Living 100 Pumpkin Carvings That Will Inspire You Fried Maple Leaves Are A Delicacy In Japan, And We're Jealous WATCH: HuffPost Readers School Us On Toronto's Real Must-Eats Toronto Dubbed Fourth Most Livable City In The World 33 Signs You Live In Liberty Village Go to Living You might also like Healthy Living Food Recipes Divorce Women Parentdish Green Post50 Weddings Style Best Halloween Costumes For Men And Women Most Offensive Products In Retail JLaw Goes Topless For Vanity Fair Bridesmaid Dresses You'll Wear Again Canadian Model Coco Rocha Is Pregnant! Go to Style More in Style Beauty Fashion Celeb Style Entertaining and Etiquette Stylelist Canada Wedding Style Home Style You might also like Style (U.S.) Weddings Stylelist Canada Entertainment '7th Heaven' Star Reportedly Confesses To Child Molestation On Tape433 Beyonce & Nicki Minaj Are Straight Up 'Flawless' In Paris Performance19 Jennifer Lawrence Breaks Her Silence On Nude Photo Hack Kendra Wilkinson Gets Candid About Those Cheating Rumors18 Ryan Phillippe Relives A Special Moment He Shared With Reese Witherspoon Go to Entertainment You might also like Music Celebrity TV Moviefone Arts The Glamorous History Of Pin-Up Like You've Never Seen It Before Here Are A Bunch Of F*cking Delightful Artsy Cat Photos. You're Welcome. This Is What It Really Looks Like To Be A Modern Day Nun New Animation-Inspired Art Show Will Make You Yearn For Saturday Morning Cartoons Go to Arts You might also like Books Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Religion Alberta 20 Puppies Found Abandoned In Field Mystery 'GPO Girl' Turns Up In Calgary Anti-Abortion Postcard Targets Tory MP.. Again26 Major Saskatchewan Train Derailment Dozens Of Dead Cats Found, Another 62 Euthanized Go to Alberta More in Alberta Alberta Politics Alberta Business Alison Redford Calgary Edmonton British Columbia B.C. Teen Killed By Train Was Wearing Headphones, Texting: RCMP14 Pastafarian Loses B.C. Driver's Licence Over Holy Colander Anthem Singer's Fall Is Lesson In Showmanship Elderly Asian Women Attacked In Vancouver Lawyers Of Convicted Surrey Six Gangsters Want Mistrial Go to British Columbia More in British Columbia B.C. Politics B.C. Business Christy Clark Vancouver ALL SECTIONS News Canada Politics Canada Business US Politics US Business World Media Sports Education Crime Weird News Good News Daily Finance Entertainment Entertainment Music TV Celebrity Comedy Art Books Moviefone Life & Style Living Style Home Healthy Living Taste Weddings Travel Parents Divorce Huff/Post 50 Marlo Thomas OWN Tech & Science Tech Science Green Techcrunch Engadget TUAW Joystiq Voices Impact Women Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Religion College Teen Local Quebec (French) Calgary Montreal Ottawa Toronto Vancouver Winnipeg Mapquest Patch.com Our Mobile Apps iPhone iPad HuffPost Live iPad Android Phone Android Tablet British Columbia B.C. Politics B.C. Business Christy Clark Vancouver rss of this page Like 45 featured blog posts B.C. Teachers' Strike Vote: I Shouldn't Have To Make This Choice I'm being asked to vote on whether to strike in order to show that these things matter to me, when that shouldn't even be a question.... I'm stuck under that horrid rock of emotion, bound by financial stress, drained colleagues, and confused kids. Ashley D. MacKenzie High School Teacher     The Student Who Was Lost, A Casualty Of Christy Clark's Cuts You should have been walking across the stage this week at commencement, along with all your peers who started school with you in 2001. You should have been with them, celebrating the end of 13 years of schooling. You had been with them, all excited at the start. But by the end of your Grade 1 year, it became apparent that learning was not going to be easy for you. Lizanne Foster Teacher Hey B.C. Students, Let's Talk About Your Walkout I'm not saying "do" or "don't" walk out. You're rational beings. You have your own brains. You can make your own decisions. And I can't physically stop you from exiting a building. Most of you are bigger than me by the end of Grade 8, anyway. But I do hope that you make informed choices. That you really understand what you're doing and why you're doing it. Ashley D. MacKenzie High School Teacher I'm Calling For A Parents' Strike. You In? We, the citizens and taxpayers of B.C., are both the consumers of and investors in the education system. It's a bit like being the dealer and the player at a high stakes poker game. You'd think the odds were in our favour, but no. This particular high-staked game is rigged and the deck is stacked against us. But if every gambler just walked out, there wouldn't be much of a casino to run, now would there? Louise Wallace Mother, Blogger, Designer, Optimist Why I'm Still A Teacher After 20 Years I will continue to do my job because I believe in these children. I will do my best to speak a word of encouragement or direction to each and every one of the 27 sweet faces in my room while I strategically try to give those five or more children that are struggling the extra time they so desperately need. It is getting harder and harder to do, but I will continue to do it. Because I am a teacher. That's my calling. Carla Friesen Teacher   What Happens After A Teachers' Strike, From A Student's Perspective The end of the 2005 strike didn't stop some teachers from bringing their feelings into the classroom -- and into the curriculum. One teacher spent most of a class criticizing the government for limiting senior teachers to a certain level of income. She even went so far as to go over her her personal finances on the whiteboard. Maybe she had a point -- but who were we to know? We were a bunch of 15-16 year old kids. Ramesh Ranjan Digital Marketer, Blogger, Community Activist Dismissed: A Parent's View Of The B.C. Teachers Strike So today's word, boys and girls, is dismissed. Dismissed from the process, dismissed from the conversation, dismissed from the opportunity. That's how I feel as a parent and that's how I feel for my kids who tomorrow will return, temporarily at least, to school. Louise Wallace Mother, Blogger, Designer, Optimist A Kindergarten Student Told Me Teachers Are 'Lazy, Greedy' A kindergarten student actually said this to me the other day: teachers are lazy and greedy for money and that's why teachers are going on strike. She is five years old, and probably parroting what others have said to her outside of school. Caroline Cho Teacher Dear Parent Of The Average Child: One B.C. Teacher's Confession Your child is wonderful. She is always at school on time, does her homework almost every day, works well on her own, and is patient with those around her. I really wanted to go tell your daughter how proud I was of her, of the work she was doing today. I was about to, but... Genevieve Hawtree Grade 1 Teacher B.C. Teachers, School Boards Need Counselling Because They Sure Can't Get A Divorce Let's focus on an arbitrated contract that will get us through the next two to three years, but keep the mediator around for that period and require all three parties continue meeting until they can reconcile their differences and drastically improve the quality of their negotiations. Adam Olsen Interim Leader, BC Green Party B.C. Teachers Strike 2014: What Are Parents Supposed To Do? As a parent, I am just. So. Tired. When my daughter began school in 2011, we spent a year of uncertainty as job action took place and the threat of strikes loomed. Both sides dug in and, it seemed, no end was in sight. Three years later and, frustratingly, not much has changed. Melissa Carr TheThirtiesGrind.com We Lose When B.C. Government Listens To Bond Raters Over Citizens What effect has this "free market" driven economic policy had on public services in B.C.? You don't have to look further than your local school board struggling to identify yet further cuts to the programs and services that once made the system the strongest in the world. Susan Lambert Past President, B.C. Teachers' Federation I'll Tell You Why B.C. Teachers Are Willing To Strike The climate of confrontation and conflict imposes a dreadful toll on teachers. Some say why don't we just give in? Why not simply teach under whatever conditions the government constructs in public schools, collect our pay checks and go home? Susan Lambert Past President, B.C. Teachers' Federation B.C. Education Minister Trying To Rewrite History Of Teachers' Contract I appreciate current B.C. Education Minister Peter Fassbender was not involved in 2012, but his recent assertions that government was fully committed to, and even responsible for, the success of the contract negotiations are inconsistent with my experience. Melanie Joy School Trustee Sides Must Bargain Hard To Resolve Teachers Dispute: Clark Quick Read | Comments (11) | 07.27.2014 Rotating Teachers' Strikes Could Be First Of Many: Union Quick Read | Comments | 07.26.2014 'To Rush To Legislation Is Not Where We're Going To Go' Quick Read | Comments | 07.25.2014 Last Chance Passes To Avoid Rotating Teachers' Strikes Quick Read | Comments | 07.23.2014 B.C. Teachers' Contract Dispute Isn't Going Well Quick Read | Comments | 07.22.2014 Province Responds To Planned Strikes With Pay Cuts Quick Read | Comments | 07.21.2014 Schedule Of Rotating Strikes Quick Read | Comments | 05.29.2014 B.C.Teachers To Start Rotating Strikes Quick Read | Comments (43) | 07.20.2014 Gov't Ditches 10-Year Teachers' Deal Quick Read | Comments | 07.15.2014 Over 600 Coquitlam Teachers Being Laid Off Quick Read | Comments (11) | 07.08.2014 Teachers Wage Demands Will Hurt B.C.'s Credit Rating: Negotiator Quick Read | Comments | 06.25.2014 B.C. Teachers' Contract Negotiations Stalled Quick Read | Comments | 06.24.2014 B.C. Teachers Issue Strike Notice Quick Read | Comments (56) | 06.17.2014 B.C. Teachers Vote In Favour Of Strike Quick Read | Comments | 05.26.2014 About B.C. Teachers Strike 2014 Public teachers in British Columbia began rotating strikes in May 2014 which also included a partial lockout by the provincial government. It escalated to a full-scale walkout a month later as part of a bitter ongoing contract dispute. The sticking points are pay, class size and composition, and classroom support. A mediator walked out on exploratory talks a few days before the scheduled start of the 2014/15 school year, declaring the two sides too far apart to attempt mediation. Most Popular Whk00puh5k%2Bp%2FYVDIhQElYbiYJ7l%2BGrIFNmGT9XZrMc%3D ldmCcif%2FLlEpeCpvWnQdBL6uPgmTwBztX8Pvtt25%2BpM%3D exABQjIsjdWHWO96CaCs4EzuGVnbhGskyxYg%2Bc8ioXI%3D 1 of 3 B.C. Teachers Strike 2014: Gov't Won't Impose Settlement, Says De Jong 3 Comments A Teacher's Appeal To BC Liberals Of Conscience 54 Comments B.C. Teachers Strike 2014: Union Hopes For Mediation In August 2 Comments B.C. Teachers' Strike News Could Come Just Days Before Scheduled School Year 0 Comments Are B.C. Teachers Preparing To Strike? Quick Read | Comments | 05.26.2014 Teachers Strike Vote Begins Quick Read | Comments | 05.26.2014 Teachers' Strike Vote Called Quick Read | Comments (12) | 05.26.2014 Pages:   1 2 3 4 5 Advertise | Make HuffPost your Home Page | RSS | Careers | FAQ User Agreement | Privacy | Comment Policy | About Us | About Our Ads | Contact Us Copyright © 2014 TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. | "The Huffington Post" is a registered trademark of TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. All rights reserved. Part of HPMG News)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=10054,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 3, Jan./Feb. 2003 The new class system at Canadian high schools In my current incarnation as a columnist with The Globe, the three pieces to elicit the most passionate reader response have been: A pipe smoker questioning the amount of public deference we accord religious belief. A cultural gripe suggesting that Yesterday isn’t really a very good song. The piece that appeared last week concerning proposed changes in British Columbia schools. Make what you like of it, but what astounds me is that the latter column was about what I thought to be a local issue. I have always found it puzzling that education is a provincial responsibility; all very grassroots, but it also localizes an institution that affects the country as a whole—at least as much as, say, agriculture—so that by the time we acknowledge a national trend, it may be a done deal. My complaint had to do with a B.C. initiative in which children at the age of 16 choose Pathway Concentrations focussing them in a specific career direction and putting behind them other interests they might have pursued, such as fine arts. To me, this presented the ominous spectre of a class system based upon artificially induced personal horizons. In response, a writer from Quebec wryly observed that, as a more advanced province, its education department introduced a system virtually identical to the B.C. proposal some 20 years ago, entitled Collège d’Enseignement Général et Professionnel. Apparently it’s a disaster, in which only about a quarter of students in the General program graduate on schedule. Remember the old days when General was a euphemism for Stupid? Talk about self-fulfilling. Next, I hear that Ontario has created something called Destination Streams—which are like Pathway Concentrations, only more wet and subject to the pull of gravity. Apparently, Ontario students who reach Grade 8 must decide whether to take Applied or Academic courses in Grade 9. However, if the student’s chosen Destination Stream is university, he/she will need at least an 85% average to get in—if the family can afford it at all. (I went to Mount Allison on 65% in 1965.) Meanwhile, about 20% can’t cope with the curriculum as it is. Which means about 63,000 kids currently in high school have no hope of graduating, to accompany B-average academics with no hope of getting into university. Perhaps they can team up on the planning and execution of bank heists and break-and-entry—there’s a Destination Stream for you. What’s going on? Is this an attempt to lower wages through supply and demand, by flooding the market with labour? Or does the concept that individuals can slot into denominations like coins in a vending machine represent the one model our provincial politicians understand? I’m reminded of the Laffer Curve, an elegantly simple economic model whose only drawback is that it is false. Nonetheless, the Laffer Curve formed the basis for Reaganomic—because it suited Reagan’s personal ideology, and because he could get his head around it. Just as the Laffer Curve appealed to Republicans in the 1980s, just as phrenology and eugenics appealed to conservatives of the last two centuries, I wonder if the theory behind this trend in education represents a similar attempt of conservatives to remodel Canadian civil society from the ground up. After all, many prominent and vocal Canadians don’t like Canada much. Their arguments are well-represented in The National Post. And if you want to change a country, get them while they’re young. At the same time, given that we live in a country with one of the highest standards of living in the world, how in hell do these people think Canada got this way? Was it our natural resources? Russia has plenty of natural resources, as do Brazil and Argentina. Proximity to the United States? So has Mexico. Is it our social cohesion, our huge population base, our brilliant leaders, our military might? Oh, please. What has set Canada apart, especially since the Second World War, has been a relatively egalitarian public-school system—a relative meritocracy in which, by effort and talent, it’s possible for a person to choose and excel in the field in which he/she is interested, whether or not he/she chooses the right parents. Something wrong with this idea? A bit messy for some people? Too many arrivistes hopping onto the class above, lacking proper table manners, accents, skin tone? Where are we going here? Do we want to be like France, where positions in the bureaucracy are bequeathed like heirlooms from one generation to the next? Or the U.S., where it’s not considered the least bit strange to name a future industrialist Henry Ford III? Do we want a British-style aristocracy, whose offspring develop underbites at the right schools, with positions of privilege awaiting them like seats at the opera? Of course I may be biased. My great-grandfather was a farmer; my grandfather was a yardman for the CNR; my father worked for an insurance company; my siblings include two musicians and a teacher. Not so upwardly mobile on the income scale perhaps, but in terms of personal horizons, it represents an expansion I had always assumed to be the Canadian way. If this is no longer the way things work, someone should at least explain why. Source: John MacLachlan Gray, The Globe and Mail, November 26, 2002, jmgray@globeandmail.ca Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13664,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 1997 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 10, Number 1, September 1997 An Interview with BCTF President Kit Krieger What is your assessment of the state of public education in British Columbia? B.C. public schools are doing very well by almost any measure, including standardized tests, graduation rates, inclusion of students with special needs, and public confidence. People tend to judge public institutions severely; yet public schools are held in higher regard than almost any other public institution. That parent confidence in public education is higher than that of the general public indicates that the closer you get to schools, the better they look! What is the basis for your sense of optimism? In the BCTF’s most recent public-opinion poll, we asked British Columbians to identify the most positive aspects of B.C. schools. Most people said the excellent quality of our teaching staff is our greatest strength. People also gave high ratings to the accessibility of schools, the extensive choices for students, the array of extra-curricular programs, and the acceptance of cultural diversity of the student population. It’s good to hear that teachers are appreciated. How did the rest of the public-education system fare? Nearly two-thirds of poll respondents believe our schools are inadequately funded. This is up substantially from previous polls. Per-pupil funding is down, in real dollars, by more than $400 per student since 1991. The public, and particularly parents, see the impact of underfunding in higher class size, less support for mainstreamed students, overcrowded facilities, and reduced services in non-enrolling areas such as libraries and counselling. Government, of course, claims that it has protected education and health care, and insists that it spends more per student than any other province. How do you respond to this assertion? The share of the provincial Gross Domestic Product (GDP) going to education and other public services is in decline. The funding allocated to education and other public services should be measured against the needs of children and our expectations for our schools, not against the spending commitments of Ralph Klein, in Alberta, or Mike Harris, in Ontario. Funding has remained relatively static in the face of full integration of students with special needs, wholesale curriculum change, enrolment increases, growing numbers of impoverished families, and technological change. Let’s talk more about technology. Do you have concerns regarding technological change? The ministry, school districts, and parents are pouring millions of dollars into new technologies and software. Some believe that access to technology and the information highway is the key to preparing children for the future. But we have seen little evidence that these technologies actually improve student learning. We are concerned about any application of new technology that denies the essential social experience in learning. I’m very concerned that we are losing teacher-librarians at the same time we are integrating new information technologies into schools at unprecedented rates. B.C. teachers are at the bargaining table this fall. What are your expectations for this round of negotiations? Teachers have learned that good collective agreements offer the best, and often the only, protection for working and learning conditions. Provincial bargaining has presented a challenge for the BCTF. We have always been successful in eliciting membership support for negotiations at the local level; we need to encourage the same level of membership support and awareness for the provincial table. We will rely greatly upon local leaders to build that support. This will be a difficult round of negotiations. You have mentioned underfunding, technology, and bargaining as major challenges in the upcoming year ahead. What other issues are on the BCTF agenda in the year ahead? We are examining the delivery of our social-justice programs in an effort to expand their range and improve their effectiveness. We will also seek to establish greater teacher responsibility for and control over education change. We have proposed that government establish teacher centres that would be local centres for promoting education change and improved professional practice. Other priorities include an early-retirement incentive program for members and improving relations with government and partner groups. Some people argue that unions have outlived their usefulness, that they serve narrow and particular interests, and that they are obstacles to change. How do you respond to these assertions? In my teaching career, our union has been at the forefront of improving schools and advocating for children. I know of no means other than the BCTF and its locals by which teachers can effectively influence the shape of the public-school system. Our proposals to government and at the bargaining table are based on our commitment to improving the education system and the profession. The BCTF leadership in professional development and its commitment to social justice, evidenced recently by its courageous stand on combatting homophobia, reveal our union to be dynamic and relevant. In a more general context, Canadian unions are among the few remaining voices in support of universally accessible, well-funded public institutions. In other words, we still have an important role to play in this society. – Peter Owens Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=16820,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2008 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 2, October 2008  Local bargaining and the protection of a collective agreement By Steve Fairbairn I started my teaching career in the BC public school system after a number of years teaching elsewhere in Canada. On the first day in my new school, I found myself in the role of staff rep. I filed 26 class-size grievances the second day of school. I listened to the administrator say, “It’s for the school, we don’t need to follow the collective agreement, nobody minds having more kids in their classes.” Amazing, two days in the public system and already the line was drawn—management wanted to make their job easier at the expense of the working conditions of their teachers, and at the expense of the learning conditions of the children in their schools. The only thing stopping them was a locally negotiated collective agreement. Two strikes, one lock-out, one lost collective agreement, and one poorly planned amalgamation later, and I am still fighting for fairness—for the rights of TTOCs and beginning teachers to be treated fairly, for improved learning conditions for the children in our schools, and for the right of teachers to be treated fairly and with respect by their employer, by the government, by the ministry, and by parents. Because we have no local bargaining, no local collective agreement, nothing is stopping management from eroding the learning conditions in our local schools—the ones that are still open. School closures are another story. Does anyone else find it funny how it is always the teacher who needs to give up their rights for the betterment of the system? Twenty years in the work force and I am still amazed that teachers are being treated so poorly by the system (both under the NDP and the Liberals). Why is it that I have to fight with a school administrator or a district superintendent about the need for more special needs support in a school? Why is it that we teachers are the only group who seem to be standing up and saying that “financial reasons” are not a bonafide educational rationale for a class configuration? Aren’t we supposed to be on the same side? Aren’t we all supposed to be advocating for children? Who really believes that we can provide a quality educational experience for every child in our schools under the current system with Bill 33? When we negotiated class composition parameters locally, we had more special needs support, more learning assistance, more teacher-librarians, and more shop teachers—we had more quality educational opportunities for our children. After all my time in education, I have learned many things—one of which is that teachers need to be able to bargain directly with their school board if they want to be able to provide a quality educational experience for the children they teach. School boards should want to negotiate these same things locally with their teachers. Trustees are supposed to represent all of the parties in education not just the will of the ministry, but also the needs of the children and employees in the communities they represent. They need to be able to negotiate face-to-face with their teachers if they truly want to fulfill their legal mandate to the people of this province. Local bargaining is the only way we can actually improve the educational system for the children in our schools, and it is the only way we can negotiate fair and reasonable working conditions for our colleagues—from the newest TTOC to the teacher in the last year of their career. We need to move back to a locally based bargaining structure in order to save quality public education in British Columbia. Let’s work together to have the next round of bargaining happen in each and every local in BC. Steve Fairbairn is the president of the Fernie District Teachers’ Association. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=23299,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 23, Number 7, May/June 2011     Looming layoffs The following letter was written to President Susan Lambert. Dear Ms. Lambert, I returned home today, after a long day of teaching 30 Grade 6 and 7 students, six of whom are designated students, one is in the process of receiving a PsychEd. assessment, and more than six students who require additional supports to minimally meet writing PLOs, to open another devastating letter from the Vancouver School Board. This is the second letter I have received in the past 10 months. Both letters informed me that it does not matter that I am a good teacher, that I work very hard to fulfill the social, emotional, cognitive, creative, and physical requirements of growing children or that the board recognizes that I mother and parent over half of the children in my class while their parents/guardians are working hard to make a living; rather, it tells me to beware that one of the accomplishments that I am most proud of in my life, hangs by a thread. The letter told me for the second, crushing time that I must prepare myself for a potential layoff in May. How do I get through this with my self-esteem and my dignity intact? How do I tell my family that, yet again, our lives are about to be turned upside down. Most importantly though, how do I tell my students and their parents that they should not count on the support they need to get through another year of education or that our ministry and school board can not guarantee them an education that is supportive of their learning needs. The letter states that, “As required by the Collective Agreement and Hope Arbitration Awards, when layoff is contemplated a committee of Human Resources and VTF personnel must meet to discuss process.” (VSB letter, 20/03/11) Where are the parents and teachers in this process; they are the stakeholders, yet they are not mentioned in the process? They are to be the recipients of the cutbacks. It is my opinion that parents need to know the truth of what is about to happen again to their childrens’ education and that the state of education in British Columbia is about to be degraded even further. This is especially significant for those children who require additional learning services in order to prepare them for a world that will be tremendously more difficult to function in even if you have no exceptional learning needs. My frustration with the state of education in our province has moved me to write this letter to you and I am not naive enough to think that my letter is going to change anything. You may say, “You are speaking to the converted!”; however, I have to believe that you are my representative in this process, along with VESTA and VSTA. Mine is not the worst case scenario that will come from these layoffs, but it is my life and I have to live it. More importantly though, how sad for those children who are at risk for falling even further through the educational cracks that deepen each year. Theirs’ will be an education of have-not, of enormous struggles to meet the basic requirements of learning, and an education beginning to resemble the bare bones education that significantly under-developed nations struggle to maintain. What do we tell students who fall further and further behind because we cannot meet their learning needs? What message do we send these students who want a chance to do well? The message is becoming louder and clearer each year with the enormous shortfalls in funding. The board and ministry of education shout, “The learner is not important!” We have become dangerously close to a cliff that is about to give way and there may be no repairing the damage done. I want to know, will another “special advisor” be hired to write another “faulty” report, which does no one any good? Will the public be left in the cold about the alternatives to closing five older schools down? Will parents be informed, in due time, to have their say about the impending layoffs and how their children will not receive the time they must have in order to maintain some semblance of success at school? Will the reputation of the Vancouver School Board and its’ teachers suffer further bruising as we are unable to maintain even basic learning practices? My hope is that this time, parents are told everything and told in time to have a voice in how they want their school board to conduct the business of educating their children. – Vancouver elementary school teacher  Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11348,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2001 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 14, Number 2, October 2001 Teaching peace in a time of war September 11, 2001, will be one of those days even our youngest students will remember vividly for the rest of their lives. They will remember how they learned of the disaster, what their first thoughts were, how they felt. They might also remember that it was the first time they were afraid about something that happened far away. It may have been the first time they really confronted the realities of global politics and realized they were part of the picture. Perhaps more worrying is how they might recall September 11, 2001, as the first day of the rest of their lives. If the reports and analyses of the tragedy in New York are correct, our students are likely to be living in a time of war, perhaps not a conventional war, but certainly a time of apprehension, tension, and ongoing crisis. The teaching challenges in such an environment are many—the most pressing being helping students understand the issues well enough that they feel some degree of security and bringing students to a recognition of the alternatives to war and violent conflict resolution. World events may swirl violently about them, and the more that happens, the more frightened they may become. An awareness of how problems can be solved and how they can contribute to peaceful conflict resolution can give many students the empowerment and participation they need to feel some control and hence security. Teaching for peace or peace education has been around for some time. But since the Cold War ended and the nuclear threat diminished (it didn’t diminish but most of us felt it did), peace education has been in the closet. It is time to get it out, dust it off, and give it a prominent place in our teaching. Peace education has a broad scope. It includes international or global conflict resolution as well as personal conflict resolution. Peace is as much about how we conduct ourselves as how nations, religions, or ideologies relate to one another. The BCTF and its members have done a lot of work over the years on peace education in all its aspects. The Lesson Aids Catalogue has many resources for students of all ages that were developed for teaching for peace-personal and global. Here are just a few: A new resource for secondary students especially relevant to the events of September 11, A Culture of Peace: A Teaching Unit on Alternatives to War and Violent Conflict. LA #2040, Secondary, Pat Clarke, 57 p. (c)2000 Co-Development Canada. $18.95. This unit was written to help students develop an understanding of the causes and consequences of violent conflict and war, the concepts of conflict and peaceful conflict resolution, and the potential for "a culture of peace," and to be able to apply conflict resolution concepts to situations where violent conflict is present or possible. The unit is presented in four parts: Why War? The Reality of War, Alternatives to War and Conflict, Building a Culture of Peace. It includes student handouts and information sheets for the teacher. Suitable for Social Studies 11 and History 12 in conjunction with a focus on 20th century conflicts, Social Studies 9 with study on war and revolution, English as a part of a thematic study on war and conflict, and as a library resource for independent projects on war and conflict. Take a Step for Peace. LA #9225, Intermediate, Grades 4-12. Atmatyagi Andrew Kutt and Mary Joan Park, 121 p. (c)1999, $10.95. This resource package provides classroom-ready activities that help to build peace and community in schools. The program is designed to counteract some of the fundamental causes of violence with exercises to build self-esteem, promote self-empowerment, raise awareness of the value of each individual, and build conflict-resolution skills. Three levels of activities are presented, depending on the amount of teacher preparation and classroom time. A unique feature is the section on Canadian heroes, both of the present day and of the past. Educating for Peace. LA #P102, Primary. Cathy Goodwin and Trish Grant. 1984. An article reprinted from the May/ June 1984 issue of the Status of Women Newsletter. It includes suggested peace activities for Kindergarten. 70¢. – Pat Clarke Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2014/09/response-to-sandy-garossino.html?showComment=1410977265492,Staffroom Confidential: Response to Sandy Garossino Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Wednesday, September 17, 2014 Response to Sandy Garossino A number of teachers have pointed to a string of tweets by Sandy Garossino, who spoke so eloquently about the meaning of Justice Griffin's decision during our strike. I very much respect and appreciate her support for teachers and careful explanation of the court case to the public. However I do disagree with her analysis on our bargaining situation. Here are my responses to her arguments: My assessment is that what you achieved is very close to the highest negotiated settlement possible for you, if not the highest. #bced At the decisive moments it is very normal for those who are taking risks to feel nervous, fearful and uncertain. The art of negotiation is not to blink just at this moment. Yes, this government has a very different agenda than teachers. Yes, this is an extremely difficult bargaining situation. But teachers, workers and citizens have not ever made substantial gains in easy conditions. It always takes risk and sacrifice to win improvements to public services. The history of the labour movement demonstrates that taking risks in seemingly impossible situations is what has won historic gains. The eight hour day, maternity leave, health and safety rights - none of these came easily. We are in an era of massive inequality in which the small few who benefit from privatizing public services are pushing very hard to substantively undermine public education. This isn't just in BC, it is around the world, typified in the Global Education Reform Movement (GERM). It won't be easy, but we will never win if we don't try. One of the most destructive aspects of litigation is the fantasy that there's a clear or certain path to victory & you just hv to find it. I actually don't usually support legal strategies to make gains for public services - I agree they are limited. But the path of the tentative agreement is exactly the one government wants: Limited new monies for public education (which can be taken somewhere else...through yet more downloading of costs onto school boards); silencing the most eloquent critics of privatization and underfunding, the teachers, for five years; eliminating the need to ever implement the court case in the event government loses. I don't have illusions in a clear or certain path. But every victory requires risk and courage. If you never take that path, you never reach your goal. Teachers: You have a LOT TO LOSE if you reject this deal and proceed directly to appeal. This cannot be overstated. #bcpoli #bced We have a lot to lose if we do take this deal. More educational change aimed at privatizing a public system with no teacher action/negotiations to challenge those changes; More years of chronic underfunding, teacher stress and burnout and lost opportunities for children; A repeat of this bargaining round when the "re-opener" happens if we win the court case. I am not convinced this deal is any/much better than a legislated agreement which would be the absolute worst case scenario. They cannot legislate away the court decision - it would be illegal and would hurt their case on appeal. I have no trust that the small additional dollars in the Education Fund will translate into more teachers. It is fundamentally the same as the LIF, and during the years of the LIF, teacher numbers have decreased. This is what our own union has documented. Now is not the time to blink. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 10:43 AM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 12 comments: Greg McLeodSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:07 AM I'm not a teacher, but I think teachers have to vote no to this deal. If members aren't financially able to keep striking, voting no and returning to work under no contract is a better option than agreeing to a "re-opener", or anything else that threatens having the class size and composition language reinstated.ReplyDelete M NelsonSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:26 PM I agree. Once again, our union is willing to settle for too little, too soon. We need new union leadership.ReplyDelete Replies RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 4:51 PM The opposite. The government could wait much longer than teachers could. If you're unhappy with the deal you should ask your union leadership why they thought it was a good idea to go into a prolonged strike without a strike fund. There's a lot that can be accomplished in the negotiations, but I think it was always unrealistic for the BCTF to think it could overturn the results of the election through job action.Delete Reply BlairSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:43 PM Tara, your answer to tweet three doesn't consider the reality that a lot of younger teachers and two-teacher families faced which was that a fight to the death was going to be a lot worse on the teachers' side than on the government's. The government is not going to the polls for two-three years but teachers need to pay bills right now. We are lucky to be a one teacher, one non-teacher family. Between one earner and with savings we might make it to December before we had mortgage issues. We have friends who will not make it to October, let alone December. The old adage about taking what you can now and living to fight another day really looks pretty reasonable in our household. Your suggestion that we vote no and go back to work is not likely to work because right now the government knows they are in the best position they will ever be to hold the BCTF's feet to the fire. They have no need to let Teachers go back to work without a contract because they would be able to wave a red flag to the public blaming teachers for any continued strike. They would also thrive on the weakness of a union that went into a strike with no strike fund and then couldn't get their teachers to vote for the agreed-upon deal. It would be the perfect opportunity to break the BCTF once and for all. ReplyDelete Replies Carol SapergiaSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:56 PM I don't see the government locking us out if we went back without a contract... wouldn't that just garner support for teachers (those we.may lose briefly for voting no on the deal tomorrow)?Delete BlairSeptember 17, 2014 at 2:06 PM It would certainly garner support for the teachers....in the long run. But in the short run the gov't would have a boost because the teachers' voted against their negotiating team/executive's recommendations. Most importantly, the gov't doesn't need to last a long time. As I noted, finances are so bad for a lot of teachers that another three-four weeks is all it will take to bankrupt a small but not-too-small percentage of the membership. Those teachers are not going down without a fight and if they feel it was the union that failed them the results could be problematic for the BCTF. Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:07 PM There would only be a partial lockout if the teachers return to limited job action. Without that I highly doubt the government would do anything of the sort.Delete Reply UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:09 PM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete René MarcelSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:08 PM I have listened to Glen Hansman's comments placed insensitively as "counterpoint" to Tara's on CBC radio. I've watched video clips from both sides, from teachers, and parents and read what I can of the details of our agreement for ratification. I found out that Vince Ready pushed hard for a deal with a threat that the momentum would lost because he had to fly back east to Toronto on Tuesday for a few days. My soccer friends have asked me if it's a good deal. My wife knows that the money put into this deal comes almost entirely from the money saved by not paying teachers on picket lines. Then my 12 year-old son asked me a question that has both bothered me and helped me to decide which way I will vote. He asked, "So dad, if we go back to school will there still be (like) thirty kids and EA's coming in and out of my class all the time?" Thank you Tara for being a voice that reflects the long term reason why we stand up for public education. The Committee should be recommending that we go back to work and vote "no" so that our chance of having the better working conditions we had prior to 2002 can exist for our future grads, including my sons.ReplyDelete inschoinschoolSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:30 PM Class size and composition were the key points that we went out for, and should be the key consideration in deciding to go back (by voting yes). It would be unrealistic to think that in this round of negotiation we would be able to dramatically affect them, but what we did accomplish is the ability to maintain the fight when the clear objective of the government was to gain complete control over class size and composition. We thwarted that attempt, and kept the path open for the court case to run its course. Moreover, we gained clear language in the re-opener clause that the starting point of negotiations will from the stripped 2002 language. That's a big win. In this round, governments starting point was from the current, but ironically non-existant language struck by Justice Griffin. Add to that the thwarting of changes to teacher evaluation, and calendar and hours of work, and I think our bargaining team made a significant accomplishment. I don't for a second believe that we made enough gains to "fix" the system, give students the support they deserve, or pay teachers enough to maintain purchasing power. But I do believe that if we vote no, we open the door for big losses. Both in terms of control of the education system, and public support. I'm happy to take our modest gains, live to fight another day, and carry the support we've mobilized for continued pressure to make positive changes to public education. I'll be voting yes.ReplyDelete Replies René MarcelSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:51 PM The re-opener clause is a benefit only to the employer as it has been used by them since at least 1992 and, in this particular agreement proposal sets out to limit the ability of the union to use the court decision(s) to set negotiations on class size and composition from the standards and formula set prior to 2002. It is, as a colleague put it, "E80 with lipstick." Delete Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:54 PM The "starting point" is useless if it isn't implemented. Government just has to wait us out, which they love to do, because we get no pay increases while that happens. We've had the right to bargain CSC since 2013. Bill 22 actually put it back after two years. The reopener is not a "big win". It is a concession. What we want is if the court puts the language back, to have the language back. With the reopener, if the court puts the language back, we have to bargain the language back. That's less likely then than it would be today. There is not much to lose in this agreement. 10 minutes prep for elementary and $275 in benefit improvements. That's all I see.Delete Reply Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ▼  September (9) Reflections on the BC Teacher Strike BC Teacher strike - Lessons learned Response to Sandy Garossino Will the Education Fund improve classroom conditio... Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Class composition: a human rights perspective Class size and composition - a short visual histor... Guest post - I WILL HOLD THE LINE Teachers - let your leadership know it is time to ... ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet ""Everyone laughed when I said I wanted to open a button store" http://t.co/4AVIQWDBfB #smallbiz #entrepreneur" @naomiyamamoto - 06:39pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11314,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2001 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 14, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 2001  Project Overseas 2001 Malawi by Mary-Leah DeZwart This was my second Project Overseas experience in Malawi, and I was prepared for my return to Lilongwe in July. I knew what the sweet smell of Africa would be like; I didn’t have to worry about where we would be staying, what we would be eating, and how we would be treated. I also knew what we would not have: overhead projectors, computer access, chalkboard erasers, textbooks, and photocopying. The Teachers’ Union of Malawi officials were happy to see me and greeted me with big hugs and handshakes. The shyer students sought me out and commented on our time together last year. It was almost like going home. In 2000, I taught home economics to teachers already in the field who wanted to upgrade their qualifications to Malawi State Certificates of Education (Grade 12). We used the "cram for the exam" method, my co-tutor and I teaching everything that the students wanted to know about the examinations they would have to write. This year, I was very lucky to work with the leadership group–50 or so principals and head teachers sent by their individual districts to a two-week training session. We had one week with our Malawian counterparts, Rose Mnyenyenbe and Moses Mwenye, in which to create the curriculum. My fellow Canadian, and British Columbian, Madunli Rajoo (Raj), won the hearts of the Malawians with his philosophical and passionate talks. I used some of my communication games to work on creating a sense of community and co-operation. Raj inspired everyone (including me) with his presentation on the meaning of leadership. I had one of the most revealing and educational discussions I have ever been privileged to lead on gender issues. An open forum on HIV/AIDS was handled frankly by a professor from one of the universities, and the discussion spilled over into our leadership session. I realized more than ever before that HIV/AIDS is an extremely complex issue, closely tied to health care, economics, culture, and traditional gender roles. In Malawi, up to 40% of the population over the age of 15 is thought to be HIV-positive. I can only imagine the potential effects on the already overburdened public school system, since many teachers are included in that percentage. We saw firsthand how the Malawi Teachers’ Union serves as a political force as well as a union. The opening ceremonies became a political forum as well as a ceremonial event in which one side (the union) and then the other side (the government) took turns at making their demands for improvement. While it is hard to translate salaries directly, I wonder how many Canadian principals would work for the equivalent of $1 extra per month above their regular salary of $120 for the privilege of being headmaster or headmistress as in Malawi? How many Canadian teachers would continue teaching if they had not been paid for three months? The spirit and determination of our Malawian counterparts is against all odds. As the only returning member on the Malawi team, I realized how much I had learned in my previous project and how fortunate I was to be able to go again. This might not have made me more patient as I watched others struggle with the currency, the vendors, the health worries, and the etiquette of photography. We all attended the same orientation session in Ottawa, but it is still difficult to prepare for living with seven strangers with whom your only commonality is that you are all teachers. However, it was wonderful to be on a team with Raj, whose roots in South Africa helped us all, and with our team leader, Jean-Paul Gaboury, who had an unfailing sense of humour and good will. I can’t pinpoint the moment I realized that I want to contribute to education in a more meaningful way than Project Overseas can possibly offer. It could have been when I talked with Rose about the school she has started in a very poor area in Northern Malawi. When she and her husband retired from teaching a few years ago, they started the school. Originally intended for girls, it opened to boys when it became apparent that they were in just as great need. Maybe it was when I decided to sponsor a student in Rose’s school instead of buy souvenirs. At any rate, I want to return to Malawi for three months in the future and volunteer at Hillside Secondary School in Chitipa, Northern Malawi, the school started by Rose and her husband. Even though I will have to pay my own flight and expenses, I will be forever grateful that Project Overseas opened the door for me. One of the most popular giveaway items at the Leadership Seminar was a BCTF badge: "Teachers Make a Difference." Teachers in Malawi, and Canada too, need that reassurance. Project Overseas is one way to create links between the "haves" and the "have-nots" in education. If you have thought of applying for Project Overseas, please do so. Malawi is one of 12 countries aligned with the Canadian Teachers’ Federation Project Overseas. If you aren’t free to contribute a summer to Project Overseas, then please support it in other ways through your union activities. Mary Leah DeZwart, mldz@interchange.ubc.ca. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13838&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 1998 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 10, Number 7, May/June 1998 Crib notes One school’s plan for preventing plagiarism by Gavin Hainsworth “Don’t let someone’s work evade your eyes. Don’t forget why the Good Lord made your eyes. So plagiarize, plagiarize, plagiarize!” – Tom Lehrer (1968) It’s been three decades since satirist Tom Lehrer penned his anti-anthem to success in the publish-or-perish world of academia. Academic dishonesty is as old as schooling itself (one of my most cherished possessions is a turn-of-the-century civics text in which students found answers written by their predecessors). Erosion of social values in the last quarter of the century make the axioms of “cheaters never prosper” and “honesty is the best policy” seem the anachronisms of a quainter age, and not the mottos of the next millennium. The age-old problems of cheating and plagiarism resurfaced at my school out of a motion from an English teacher to our staff committee. He wondered whether others in the school shared his perception of an increase in plagiarism. (North Surrey Secondary, with 1,500 students from over 35 nationalities, is, in many ways, representative of most large, modern, suburban secondaries. The school excels at multicultural peace and celebration, technological leadership, academic and sporting success, a democratic and collaborative staff, and sound and supportive administration.) Did we have a plagiarism problem? The committee struck a task force to survey staff and after collecting and analyzing the results and some research, make recommendations to staff. Task force members were Larry Bloom, Gail Cooper, Sandra Lablans, Irene Louis and me. Our questionnaire had a high rate of return, with many staff writing detailed observations. When asked if the problem of cheating had, in their view, increased over the last five years, 66% said “not at all—somewhat,” and 34% “pretty much—very much,” (25% said not at all; 16% said very much.) This indicated a moderate increase in cheating over the period. More shocking were the perceptions on the increase of plagiarism over the same five-year period. Thirty-nine percent of staff said “not at all—somewhat,” and 61% indicated pretty much—very much. “Only 15% said they saw no increase in plagiarism; while 27% said they saw a high increase in the problem over the last five years. The most common examples of cheating/plagiarism actually experienced and rated as “serious” and “less serious,” were much as any practised teacher might expect. The most common serious cheating was copying during tests, and the sharing of test information between blocks by students, and “less serious” cheating being the copying of homework, wandering eyes in tests, and crib notes. “Serious” plagiarism commonly included cutting and pasting from CD Rom, changing student names on work, printing from Internet sites without citation. The most common “less serious” plagiarisms were poor citation of sources and inability to paraphrase or put ideas into one’s own words. Surprising worrying new trends were the accounts of serious cheating (by single respondents) of selling past year’s exams and workbooks, changing teachers’ marks and markbooks, stealing answer keys, writing exams for others, and extortion of others to talk about tests or do assignments. “Serious” plagiarisms included examples of Internet sell sites (3), mass copy groups (1), having university friends or French immersion students do assignments (1), and employing tutors to complete assignments (2). The increased pressure to achieve high grades to enter post-secondary schools, and the increased homework load obviously tempt students to increase their chances of higher grades. That is a danger of a system that increasingly views assessment as bigger, better, more frequent examination. In looking for pro-active solutions, our task force ventured onto new ground. Every school we contacted had little or no specific policy, and all awaited with interest whatever we could find out. One district administrator even praised our leadership and courage to begin exploration and solution-finding. We worried about being characterized as a “bad school” for even asking questions. North Surrey does have a policy of denying honour roll to any students who “obtain marks by fraudulent means”—in addition to the traditional policies of dealing with referred problems through parent involvement, counselling, and administration. Using the technical tools at our disposal for dialogue with U.S. and Canadian schools struggling with the problem and discussion within the school, our task force arrived at clear definitions of terms to include in the school’s Code of Conduct and orientation materials. Plagiarism The unacknowledged use of another person’s work (written or visual) and the presentation of that work, in whole or in part, as one’s own, or assisting in the act of plagiarism by allowing one’s work to be used in this fashion.” Cheating Any attempt by a student to complete an examination or assessment by unfair means. Unfair means may include any one or more of the following: Obtaining or providing unauthorized information during an examination through verbal, visual, or unauthorized use of books, notes, text, or other materials. Obtaining or providing information concerning all or part of an examination prior to the examination. Taking an examination for another student, or arranging for another person to take an exam in one’s place. Altering or changing test answers after submittal for grading, altering or changing grades after grades have been awarded, or altering or changing other academic records once these are official. Making any other attempt to improve grades using means that have not been or would not be approved by your teacher. All teachers agreed to teach and discuss these definitions in their classes and Teacher Advisory Program (TAP) blocks. They agreed to report significant violations of these infractions to the office, where they would be kept in discipline files, with escalating consequences for repeat offenders. More significant, the staff committed itself to the task force’s findings of successful strategies to address the problem before discipline becomes necessary: Increase awareness as to why plagiarism and cheating are unacceptable. Teach, don’t assume, standards of citation, and the needs for multiple sources. Provide frequent checkpoints, and give marks for outlining, rough notes, and several drafts, as well as the final product. Give assignments that ask students to do analysis, rather than simply report, and strongly value this critical-thinking component. Make two or more versions of the same test, and perhaps colour code by block or row. Having reviewed tests, collect them, and keep them until the end of the year, or permanently. Change seating order during tests. Collect summary study notes before tests, and give students marks for having submitted them. Develop examinations that ask students to apply rather than repeat what they know. Develop guidelines, monitor, and mark, for group work. Treat instances of cheating and plagiarism seriously and promptly, imposing clear consequences. Shared expectations, improved practice, and clear consequences are only a beginning. Cultural mores that see plagiarism and cheating as “helping others” need to be questioned and redirected. Honesty needs to be more than its own reward, or cheaters will prosper! Gavin Hainsworth teaches at North Surrey Secondary School, Surrey.)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141007,www.huffingtonpost.ca,http://www.huffingtonpost.ca/2014/09/22/bc-teachers-students-classrooms-strike_n_5863484.html?utm_hp_ref=bc-teachers-strike-2014,B.C. Teachers, Students Back In Classrooms After Strike View mobile site October 7, 2014 Huffpost Canada British Columbia ca Edition: ca Show/Hide Brasil BR Canada CA Deutschland DE España ES France FR Italia IT 日本 (Japan) JP 한국 (Korea) KR Maghreb MG United Kingdom UK United States US Region: BC Show/Hide All Canada Alberta British Columbia Québec (en français) Follow Newsletters Get Canada British ColumbiaNewsletters Email address Enter Email Address Huffington Post Search Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search iOS app Android app More Log in Create Account Notifications 0 $USERNAME Profile Settings Logout FRONT PAGE Politics Ford Still Doesn't Understand Racism 51 Unvetted Judge Joins Supreme Court 43 Kenney Posts Photos Of Iraqi Children To Make Case For ISIL Airstrikes 91 Clinton: Canadian Help In ISIL Fight 'Indispensable' 44 Canadians Left In A Fog Of War 42 Go to Politics More in Politics The Pulse Stephen Harper You Might Also Like US Politics UK Politics Business Porn Company Has A Raunchy Deal For Air Canada Pilots 3 Sun News Just Lost Its Main Source Of Content; What Now? 49 Canadian Cities Surprisingly Unpopular Destinations For Workers 0 This Is How You Rack Up U.S. Roaming Charges While In Canada 14 Look What China Might Actually Build 47 Go to Business More in Business Small Business Money You Might Also Like Tech TechCrunch Autoblog WorldPost Spanish Nurse First To Contract Ebola Outside West Africa 518 It's Been 3 Weeks Since Anyone's Seen Kim And Rumors Are Swirling 91 3 New Findings On ISIS Weapons That You Should Know About 0 Kurds Face Massacre In Syrian Border Town As Turkey Just Watches 334 American Held Hostage By ISIS: 'I Am Obviously Pretty Scared To Die' 70 Go to WorldPost More in WorldPost Foreign Affairs World Elections Arab Uprising Afghanistan War Syria Crisis You Might Also Like Travel Impact Living 100 Pumpkin Carvings That Will Inspire You 0 Fried Maple Leaves Are A Delicacy In Japan, And We're Jealous 6 WATCH: HuffPost Readers School Us On Toronto's Real Must-Eats 2 Toronto Dubbed Fourth Most Livable City In The World 0 33 Signs You Live In Liberty Village 1 Go to Living You Might Also Like Healthy Living Food Recipes Divorce Women Parentdish Green Post50 Weddings Style Best Halloween Costumes For Men And Women 0 Most Offensive Products In Retail 3 Canadian Model Coco Rocha Is Pregnant! 4 LOOK: Matthew McConaughey Wears 'Dazed And Confused' T-Shirt 1 Go to Style More in Style Beauty Fashion Celeb Style Entertaining and Etiquette Stylelist Canada Wedding Style Home Style You Might Also Like Style (U.S.) Weddings Stylelist Canada Entertainment Kris Jenner Opens Up About The Late Robert Kardashian 6 Blake Lively Is Pregnant! 30 Mariah Carey Proves She's Not Lip-Synching 42 Is This Where George Clooney And Amal Alamuddin Honeymooned? 7 Pregnant Kelly Rowland Poses Topless In Black And White Photo Shoot 2 Go to Entertainment You Might Also Like Music Celebrity TV Moviefone Arts The Glamorous History Of Pin-Up Like You've Never Seen It Before 3 1 Here Are A Bunch Of F*cking Delightful Artsy Cat Photos. You're Welcome. 3 This Is What It Really Looks Like To Be A Modern Day Nun 8 New Animation-Inspired Art Show Will Make You Yearn For Saturday Morning Cartoons 0 Go to Arts You Might Also Like Books Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Religion Alberta 20 Puppies Found Abandoned In Field 6 Anti-Abortion Postcard Targets Tory MP.. Again 26 Mystery 'GPO Girl' Turns Up In Calgary 3 Major Saskatchewan Train Derailment 2 Dozens Of Dead Cats Found, Another 62 Euthanized 0 Go to Alberta More in Alberta Alberta Politics Alberta Business Alison Redford Calgary Edmonton British Columbia B.C. Teen Killed By Train Was Wearing Headphones, Texting: RCMP 13 Anthem Singer's Fall Is Lesson In Showmanship 3 Pastafarian Loses B.C. Driver's Licence Over Holy Colander 0 Elderly Asian Women Attacked In Vancouver 0 Lawyers Of Convicted Surrey Six Gangsters Want Mistrial 3 Go to British Columbia More in British Columbia B.C. Politics B.C. Business Christy Clark Vancouver All Sections News Canada Politics Canada Business US Politics US Business World Media Sports Education Crime Weird News Good News Daily Finance Entertainment Entertainment Music TV Celebrity Comedy Arts Books Moviefone Life & Style Living Style Home Healthy Living Taste Weddings Travel Parents Divorce HuffPost 50 Marlo Thomas OWN Tech & Science Tech Science Green Techcrunch Engadget TUAW Joystiq Voices Impact Women Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Religion College Teen Local Quebec (French) Calgary Montreal Ottawa Toronto Vancouver Winnipeg Mapquest Patch.com Our Mobile Apps: iPhone iPad HuffPost Live iPad Android Phone Android Tablet British Columbia B.C. Politics B.C. Business Christy Clark Vancouver Anthem Singer's Fall Is Lesson In Showmanship 2014-10-05 23:32:54 Pastafarian Loses B.C. Driver's Licence Over Holy Colander 2014-10-06 20:10:58 B.C. Teen Killed By Train Was Wearing Headphones, Texting: RCMP 2014-10-07 02:49:46 45 Signs You're A Vancouver Canucks Fan 2014-10-04 00:27:49 Elderly Asian Women Attacked In Vancouver 2014-10-06 17:25:49 When It Comes to Jumbo Glacier Resort, All Questions Lead Back To Powerful Minister 2014-10-06 15:46:02 Aldergrove School Playground Condemned 2014-10-06 17:50:31 Vancouver Mom Who Killed Her 2 Babies Sentenced 2014-10-07 13:46:41 LOOK: Stunning Scenes By B.C.'s October Photographer 2014-10-03 14:22:55 This Derelict Van 'Home' Costs $550/Month To Rent In B.C. 2014-10-03 16:05:46 Officer Admits Abusing Authority While Shoving Woman 2014-10-06 18:41:58 Recognize This Photo? Here's The Story Behind It 2014-10-03 16:58:41 Premier Denies Downplaying B.C. LNG Expectations 2014-10-06 20:57:52 Lawyers Of Convicted Surrey Six Gangsters Want Mistrial 2014-10-06 18:59:52 LOOK: Old Vancouver Bank's New Life 2014-10-03 17:52:32 Previous Story Next Story B.C. Teachers, Students Back In Classrooms After Strike CP  | By Tamsyn Burgmann, The Canadian Press Posted: 09/22/2014 3:13 pm EDT Updated: 09/22/2014 11:59 pm EDT Share Tweet Email Comment tumblr reddit Students make their way to the first day of school at Sherwood Park Elementary in North Vancouver on Monday. VANCOUVER - While his striking kindergarten teacher was off-the-job, four-year-old Branden Reynolds was working hard — reading up to 12 books a day, watching DVDs about Van Gogh and electricity and filming a NASCAR commercial where he had to kiss a dog. On British Columbia's long-awaited first day of school, Branden and his six-year-old brother Keenan are well ahead of the curriculum they missed for three weeks during the strike. Even so, their mother, Dorinha Reynolds, said the return to classes on Monday was "very emotional" because having her children in school has much wider significance. "I joked and I laugh about it. I said, 'I'm not here for you to teach him anything,'" Reynolds said, describing a conversation with her son's teacher that included a wink. "I'm here for him to learn with his peers — social skills, development skills, solving problems skills. I want him to be where he is right now." Public school teachers welcomed back some 558,000 students after walking off the job two weeks before the end of the last school year, cancelling summer school and postponing this term until ratifying a negotiated contract late last week. The deal includes 7.25 per cent raise over six years, $400 million to hire new teachers and $105 million to resolve retroactive grievances. Outside Elsie Roy Elementary school in Vancouver, posted signs calling for a "fair deal" had vanished, curtains were drawn back revealing clean white boards and the mood could have been mistaken for the regular September reunion. Neatly-dressed children chattered with hope about getting paired in the same classes as their friends. And smiling parents snapped a memento photo of their children. "I'm very excited for the children," said mother Erin Fowler, arm around her boys ages six and nine. "I feel like they've been missing out on their friends and just going to school and seeing the teachers and learning. I'm definitely glad they're back." Many schools across the province were holding a shortened day, with the first instructional day to begin on Tuesday. After Anthony Ens walked his 10-year-old daughter into class, he said he felt no ill will inside the hallways, though there was recognition the longest provincewide dispute in B.C.'s history had only just concluded. "Everybody was in pretty decent spirits. There was a little resignation," he said, describing the teachers. "(The contract) wasn't exactly what they were hoping for. But what do you do? You're going to make the rest of your life miserable if you don't just put it behind you and go on." Gillian Howden said the extended summer break didn't negatively impacted her sons, ages seven and 10. But she doesn't expect the new agreement to have accomplished much for their futures, either. "I doubt it — I don't think the quality of education is going to improve," she said. "I don't know how they're going to make up the five weeks. That's what I'm concerned about." Donald Kumpf, who accompanied his 11-year-old son, also doesn't believe the contract will result in direct change for most schools, but held an opposing view. "I think that the teachers took a stand and that education in the province will improve," he said. School support worker Corwin Ulriksen welcomed children along a pathway near the downtown school with a big smile and jokes that he's got first day jitters too. "I think we'll pretty well get into the routine," he said. "(I'm) a little bit nervous about how we're going to get everything all crammed into the school year, being a couple weeks behind. But, eh, it'll be all good." Follow @TamsynBurgmann on Twitter Related on HuffPost: Close  B.C. Teachers' Dispute Front Pages of   NEXT: B.C. Teachers' Dispute 2014 Memes Click here for the latest stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. NEXT: B.C. Teachers' Strike 2014 Members of the B.C. Federation of Labour and Canadian Labour Congress gather to support teachers outside Cambie Secondary School in Richmond, B.C. on June 2, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Members of CUPE join teachers on the picket line at Mitchell Elementary in Richmond, B.C. on June 2, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Union leaders speak to media on June 2, 2014 in Richmond, B.C. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers picket in West Kelowna on June 2, 2014. B.C. Teachers' Federal president Jim Iker speaks to teachers outside Princess Margaret School in Surrey on May 29, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Striking outside the Invergarry Adult Education Centre in Surrey, B.C. on May 29, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. B.C. Teachers' Federal president Jim Iker speaks to teachers outside Invergarry Adult Education Centre in Surrey on May 29, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers wave to supporters outside Valleyview Secondary School in Kamloops on May 28, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers picket in Kamloops on May 28, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. A student shows support for teachers in Kamloops on May 28, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. A teacher pickets on horseback in 150 Mile House on May 27, 2014. A sign posted on a classroom door at Vancouver Technical Secondary School. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers rally during rush hour in Kelowna on May 27, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Kelowna teachers wore pink and rallied from the city's overpasses on May 27, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. A sign of support for B.C. teachers from a house in Kelowna. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers in Richmond pass time on the 3:30 a.m. shift on the picket line on May 27, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Students and parents left a message for teachers in Richmond on May 27, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. On the picket line with an effigy of B.C. Premier Christy Clark at Kitsilano Secondary School on May 26, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. A student from City School speaks to a teacher on the picket line in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. On the picket line at Kitsilano Secondary School on May 26, 2014. Click here for more on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. A teacher on strike at Britannia Secondary School in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Click here for more on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers stand under the sign for Templeton High School in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Click here for more on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers on strike speak to a supporter outside Templeton Secondary School in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Ryan Tanabe, left, a teacher, and his father Rod Tanabe, a counsellor teacher at Killarney Secondary School, walk the picket line outside the school in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Click here for more on the B.C. teachers contract dispute. Teachers in the central Okanagan were part of rotating strikes on May 27, 2014. These are educators from Constable Neil Bruce Middle School in West Kelowna. Supporters of B.C. teachers rally in the Sooke School District. Surrey teachers pose with their growing pile of marking during the first day of rotating strikes. Teachers picket in New Westminster on May 26, the first day of rotating strikes in a contract dispute with the province. Grade 12 Eric Hamber Secondary student Sarah Bercic wears a T-shirt supporting B.C. teachers. Teachers picket in Penticton on May 26, the first day of rotating strikes in a contract dispute with the province. Anya Prokopeva, 8, a Grade 3 student in New Westminister, and her mom Julie Prokopeva, right, a member of the support staff at Killarney Secondary School, pass by striking teachers as they leave after walking the picket line outside the school in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Anya Prokopeva, 8, a Grade 3 student in New Westminister, uses a strike sign for shade rests as her mom Julie Prokopeva, a member of the support staff at Killarney Secondary School, walks a picket line outside the school in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. One of the earliest picket lines on the first day of the teachers' walkout was in Golden, B.C., which is in the Mountain time zone. Jim Iker, president of the B.C. Teachers' Federation, speaks to reporters on May 26, the first day of rotating strikes, at Vancouver's Charles Dickens Elementary. Jim Iker, president of the B.C. Teachers' Federation, speaks to reporters on May 26, the first day of rotating strikes, at Vancouver's Charles Dickens Elementary. Jim Iker, president of the B.C. Teachers' Federation, speaks to reporters on May 26, the first day of rotating strikes, at Vancouver's Charles Dickens Elementary. Striking teachers man a picket line outside Killarney Secondary School in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Public school teachers across British Columbia started rotating strikes Monday, a move that will put more than half a million students out of class for one day each this week. B.C. NDP Leader John Horgan poses with teachers in the Sooke School District. A rally in Coquitlam on May 25. Premier Christy Clark's face is seen on anti-bullying T-shirts at a rally in Coquitlam. Surrey teachers at Johnston Heights Secondary rally on May 23, 2014.  Share  Tweet  ✖ Advertisement Share this ✖ close Current Slide More: BC Government Bc Teachers Dispute 2014 Peter Fassbender BC Teachers BC Teachers Strike Vince Ready Bced BC Politics Bc Teachers Dispute Video Bcpoli BC Liberals Cp Bc Public Education Bc Education B.C. Teachers Strike 2014 Christy Clark Jim Iker Suggest a correction Around the Web B.C. teachers return to work emotionally bruised - The Globe and Mail BC teachers' strike: Public school students back in class today - Cbc The secret meeting that broke the BC teachers' impasse B.C. Teachers Strike 2014: Pictures, Videos, Breaking News B.C. Teachers Shut Out Of Liberal Party Fundraiser After 'Security' Concerns B.C. Teachers Vote Results: Majority Ratify Bittersweet Contract Deal With ...   Click here to view Conversations Conversations Most Popular B.C. Teen Killed By Train Was Wearing Headphones, Texting: RCMP Facebook Anthem Singer's Fall Is Lesson In Showmanship YouTube Pastafarian Loses B.C. Driver's Licence Over Holy Colander YouTube LOOK: Stunning Scenes By B.C.'s October Photographer David Chang Photography Elderly Asian Women Attacked In Vancouver Nastco via Getty Images Lawyers Of Convicted Surrey Six Gangsters Want Mistrial Darryl Dyck/CP LOOK: Old Vancouver Bank's New Life Jason Statler When It Comes to Jumbo Glacier Resort, All Questions Lead Back To Powerful Minister Caillum Smith | Flickr Vancouver Mom Who Killed Her 2 Babies Sentenced CityTV YouTube Aldergrove School Playground Condemned North Otter Elementary Facebook This Derelict Van 'Home' Costs $550/Month To Rent In B.C. Bill Everitt Petronas Threatens To Delay B.C. LNG Project By A Decade MyLoupe/UIG via Getty Images 45 Signs You're A Vancouver Canucks Fan Getty Images Intruder Dies After Being Caught By Homeowner, Neighbour Shutterstock / sculpies Recognize This Photo? Here's The Story Behind It Claude P. Dettloff/CP/National Archives of Canada Stanley Park Pedestrian Dies After Crash With Cyclist Getty Premier Denies Downplaying B.C. LNG Expectations Jonathan Hayward/CP Vancouver Is The Reason Alyssa Milano Quit TV Show Paul Archuleta via Getty Images City Of Vancouver Taking Arbutus Corridor Fight To Court Darryl Dyck/The Canadian Press Vancouver Mayor Focuses On Pipelines For Re-Election Campaign Vision Vancouver Facebook FOLLOW HUFFPOST Email Email Address Options HuffPost Daily Brief British Columbia Get top stories and blog posts emailed to me each day.. Facebook HuffPost British Columbia Twitter HuffPost Follow British Columbia Follow Google Plus HuffPost British Columbia RSS The Huffington Post British Columbia All RSS / Feeds Phone Available on the App Store Android App on Google Play Get it at Blackberry App World Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search advertise log in make HuffPost your home page RSS careers FAQ user agreement privacy policy comment policy about us about our ads contact us Copyright ©2014 TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. "The Huffington Post" is a registered trademark of TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. All rights reserved. Part of HPMG News Use this form to alert a HuffPost editor about a factual or typographical error in this story. Notify message * Required * * * What kind of error is this? Choose an option Factual or typographical Comment moderation problem Rights and permissions Other * What is the correction? 0 count Describe the error here (1,000 character limit) * Type the words below so we know you are not a cyborg Sign me up for The Huffington Post's Daily Brief Thank you!)
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(20141007,www.huffingtonpost.com,http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/10/02/crystal-bridges_n_5923320.html?ir=Arts,<img src="https://s3.amazonaws.com/huffpost/WebOpener.jpg"> View mobile site October 7, 2014 Huffpost Arts Edition: U.S. Show/Hide Brasil BR Canada CA Deutschland DE España ES France FR Italia IT 日本 (Japan) JP 한국 (Korea) KR Maghreb MG United Kingdom UK United States US Follow Newsletters Get ArtsNewsletters Email address Enter Email Address Huffington Post Search Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search iOS app Android app More Log in Create Account Notifications 0 $USERNAME Profile Settings Logout FRONT PAGE Entertainment '7th Heaven' Star Reportedly Confesses To Child Molestation On Tape 382 Beyonce & Nicki Minaj Are Straight Up 'Flawless' In Paris Performance 19 Jennifer Lawrence Breaks Her Silence On Nude Photo Hack 0 Kendra Wilkinson Gets Candid About Those Cheating Rumors 14 Kris Jenner Opens Up About The Late Robert Kardashian 6 Go to Entertainment More in Entertainment Celebrity TV You Might Also Like Comedy Arts Books Food Style Weird News Moviefone Arts The Glamorous History Of Pin-Up Like You've Never Seen It Before 3 1 Here Are A Bunch Of F*cking Delightful Artsy Cat Photos. You're Welcome. 3 This Is What It Really Looks Like To Be A Modern Day Nun 8 New Animation-Inspired Art Show Will Make You Yearn For Saturday Morning Cartoons 0 Go to Arts More in Arts Painting Film Design Photography Theater Architecture You Might Also Like Books NY Los Angeles Books Can You Solve J.K. Rowling's Twitter Riddle? 82 Print Books Are Still Outselling Ebooks, Despite Dire Expectations 37 The Surprising Reason Why Reading REALLY Matters 3 Kurt Vonnegut's Advice For High Schoolers Is Advice For Us All 0 This Stunning Comic Will Help You Understand Depression 1 Go to Books More in Books Book Club Libraries In Crisis You Might Also Like Arts Food Education Media Recipes Black Voices Latino Voices Religion TV Well, We Didn't See This Doctor Who Monster Coming 23 Go to TV More in TV TV Replay TV Recaps TV Spoilers Maureen Ryan You Might Also Like Celebrity Media Comedy Arts Books Science WATCH: It's Time For A 'Blood Moon' 86 What Next For The Ebola Outbreak? Here's What The Math Says 125 Nobel Prize In Physics Awarded To American, Japanese Scientists 60 Here's Why The Night Sky Is Dark Even Though Jillions Of Stars Are Shining Light Our Way 19 This Scientist Has A Surprising Idea For Protecting Football Players 59 Go to Science More in Science Space Brain Earth Talk Nerdy To Me Weird Science You Might Also Like Tech Green Arts Religion Weird News Style Kylie Jenner Has A New Hair Line, All By Herself 0 The Easy Fall Haircut That Works For Everyone 0 8 Things Your Friends Really Need To Chill About 17 10 Totally Terrifying Halloween Nail Art Ideas 0 Amp Up Your Knuckle Rings With French Fries And Sushi 8 Go to Style More in Style The Beauty Page Fashion Trends Celebrity Style You Might Also Like Home Women Parents Weddings Travel Divorce Post 50 Home The 5 Best American Cities To Live In Right Now Are... 35 6 Gyms That Take In-Home Fitness To A Whole. New. Level. 4 Go to Home More in Home House Tours Cleaning Design Entertaining Real Estate Celebrity Homes You Might Also Like Style Food Healthy Living Arts HuffPost Live Next Ferguson & The Threat Of State Violence Next SCOTUS To Rule On Prisoner's Beard Tomorrow 'Felony' Star Jai Courtney LIVE Tomorrow Author & Therapist Linda Carroll LIVE Tomorrow Macy Gray LIVE Go to Huffpost Live All Sections News Politics WorldPost Business Small Business Money Media Sports Education Crime Weird News Good News Entertainment Entertainment Celebrity Comedy Arts & Culture Books TV Life & Style Healthy Living GPS for the Soul Style Home Taste Weddings Travel Parents Divorce Huff/Post 50 Marlo Thomas OWN Dr. Phil Tech & Science Tech Science Green Code Voices Women Black Voices Latino Voices Voces (en español) Gay Voices Religion College Teen Impact Local Chicago DC Denver Detroit Hawaii Los Angeles Miami New York San Francisco Our Mobile Apps: iOS Android HuffPost Live (iOS) GPS For The Soul (iOS) GPS For The Soul (Android) Arts & Culture Painting Film Design Photography Theater Music Dance Architecture Female Artists Art Meets Science On Our Radar ImageBlog The Glamorous History Of Pin-Up Like You've Never Seen It Before 2014-10-06 04:01:25 Here Are A Bunch Of F*cking Delightful Artsy Cat Photos. You're Welcome. 2014-10-06 04:01:16 Gay Artist Will Spend 15 Days In A Glass Box To Explore The Meaning Of Grindr 2014-10-03 09:17:09 This Dreamlike Flock Of Rainbow Sheep Actually Exists 2014-10-01 09:40:24 This Is What It Really Looks Like To Be A Modern Day Nun 2014-10-06 04:01:33 Miranda July Designed A Purse And It's Everything You Hoped It Would Be 2014-10-03 20:50:37 10 Painters Who Are Changing Their Medium In The 21 Century 2014-10-03 09:19:22 10 Eerily Adorable GIFs That Will Make You Feel Like A Kid Before Bedtime 2014-10-03 20:50:43 Here's One Way To Protest China's Preference For Boys 2014-10-03 09:01:42 How To Build A Gay And Lesbian Art Museum 2014-10-03 20:50:58 Previous Story Next Story Mallika Rao Become a fan mallika.rao@huffingtonpost.com Email Posted: 10/06/2014 5:39 pm EDT Updated: 10/07/2014 10:59 am EDT Share Tweet Email Comment tumblr stumble reddit Recall the famous New Yorker cover “View of the World from 9th Avenue,” by Saul Steinberg. All of America is shown from the vantage point of western Manhattan. In the distance lies the country’s West coast and not much else. New York City, naturally, is dead center. This is the cartographic delusion that rules the art world. At this year’s Whitney Biennial — a powerful commercial launching pad for young artists, in much the same way “Saturday Night Live” is for comedians — more than 70 of the 100 or so chosen painters, sculptors, videographers and the like worked either in California or New York. Plucked From Obscurity The following artists all hail from a different corner of America. None of them had been exhibited outside of their region before the Crystal Bridges show. Andy DuCett Midwest Hiromi Moneyhun South Justin Favela West Vanessa L. German Northeast This “Steinbergian view of the country” is anathema to Don Bacigalupi, president of Crystal Bridges, the ambitious museum of American art in tiny Bentonville, Arkansas, founded in 2011 by Walmart heiress Alice Walton. Speaking from his vast, glass-walled place of employment, Bacigalupi discussed the museum’s new counterpoint to the Steinbergian worldview, an exhibit instantly coined “the anti-Whitney Biennial” by the press upon its opening last month. The elevator pitch for State of the Art: one hundred works, no big names and an insane road trip. They didn’t know how to comport themselves. Many were shocked and curious as to why we’d traveled across the country. In concert, the three elements make the exhibit nothing short of historic. For 10 months, Bacigalupi and curator Chad Alligood crisscrossed the country, dropping into the studios of 960 artists. The studio visit is a mythologized rite of passage — portrayed in movies as the moment an artist’s fortune changes — and most of Bacigalupi’s and Alligood’s hosts had never experienced one. “They didn’t know how to comport themselves,” Bacigalupi told The Huffington Post a few days after the opening of the exhibit. “Many were shocked and curious as to why we’d traveled across the country.” With good reason. “This is not the way exhibitions of contemporary art are curated,” Alligood admitted, citing “a bit of fear” in the curatorial community and in museum leadership. The risks lie not only in the process (just try explaining a year of slow emails with “We’re not going to be in the office, because we’ll be in Idaho or Omaha,” as Alligood put it), but in shirking the typical approach to museum fundraising, where a star artist or piece is used to entice sponsors. Instead, Alligood said, “I had to say ‘Trust us.’” Crystal Bridges, designed by the renowned architect Moshe Safdie, differs fundamentally from other museums of its size in that it is privately owned. Funded by Walton, it operates in service of her stated goal to transform a region. And indeed, Bentonville — a city nestled in the Ozarks, an area known primarily for its natural beauty — has changed around the museum. Where once the big attraction was the Walmart Museum, featuring a five-and-dime styled after Sam Walton’s original store, the downtown now brims with pint-size galleries, posh restaurants and an outpost of the boutique art-themed hotel chain 21c. A representative for the city’s chamber of commerce said that hotel and restaurant tax collection has increased by more than 12 percent each year since Crystal Bridges opened its doors. The tourists aren’t your average art fiends. More than 1 million people have visited Crystal Bridges so far, and according to museum records, a good number of them have been real first-timers — meaning they've never stepped into a museum before in their lives. This statistic informed Bacigalupi’s vision for State of the Art, which he sees as a chance to do justice to contemporary art, a field he believes is unfairly maligned. “If we think about the stereotypes that attend it,” he said, “that it’s difficult to understand, that it’s something a child could do, that it may not have anything to say to us as a society — we wanted to counter all of those notions.” He also expanded an idea he’d floated to Alice Walton while interviewing for his current post. At the time, Bacigalupi was director of the Toledo Museum in Ohio, the epicenter of “a very lively and very deeply rooted art scene,” he said. “I thought with this new museum, there might be an opportunity to focus the lens around practice happening in all parts of the country.” The curators discuss how the artists interpret their cultural heritage in their work. Walton is seen as something of a hawk in the art world — keen-eyed and dangerous, with a tendency to buy from insolvent institutions with beloved collections. She’s a natural disruptor, according to Alligood. Where some founders might have bristled at a long road trip toward a dream, Walton welcomed the plan. Omnipotence helps. “At other institutions, you have to convince a lot more people to make the gears turn,” Alligood noted. From the start, the exhibit demanded a new process. Bacigalupi and Alligood canvassed hundreds of art professionals embedded in local scenes for names. From a total of 10,000 promising artists they chiseled a short list of 1,000. These they partitioned into four regions: Northeast, Northwest, South and West. Every week for nearly a year, the two men flew to a hub in one of these regions, rented a car and got going. Often, they visited a dozen or more studios in a day, capturing video and audio footage of the artist at each stop. They drove into dodgy city neighborhoods and one-road towns where the GPS didn’t work. No two studio spaces were alike, from front porches to basements to an overgrown bay in an abandoned Coca-Cola factory. The oldest artist they visited was in her eighties, the youngest a 10-year-old boy whose mother was on the list. (When he heard who was coming, he left his work out where the men couldn’t miss it, before leaving for school.) Another artist died a few weeks after the visit. After each stop, the men composed a code they could later use to remember the work they saw, a process Bacigalupi likens in the exhibit catalogue to writing a haiku. The phrases, each three words long, describe the essentials of an artist’s work. (The catalogue lists some tantalizing ones — for example, “psychotropic video travelogues.”) The duo also scored the artists, Olympics-style, on a 10-point scale measuring qualities chosen with the audience in mind: virtuosity, engagement and appeal. Bacigalupi considers this travelogue as vital as the exhibit, calling it “a database for the future about research at this moment in American practice.” HuffPost’s look into State of the Art interweaves some of this data with our own profiles of four artists, none of whose work had been shown outside their geographical region before Crystal Bridges swooped in. Justin Favela, a Las Vegas artist, mines his Chicano heritage, as well as the high-low culture of Sin City, to produce outsized piñatas that wouldn’t look out of place in a photo shoot by David LaChapelle. In Florida, Hiromi Moneyhun uses only an X-Acto knife and memories of the paper-cut illustrations she loved as a girl in Japan to turn out large, mind-bendingly intricate structures. Twin Cities artist Andy DuCett turns the old trope of “Minnesota nice” into performance art, with a cast of actual moms. And Vanessa L. German makes "power figures" from trash for the children in the depressed Homewood neighborhood of Pittsburgh, where she lives. The concerns of these artists are at once regional and global. Together, they form what Bacigalupi calls “a truer image of the country.” Even Saul Steinberg might agree: It’s a fine view. To explore all of the 102 works in State of the Art, visit the exhibit website or download the museum’s dedicated app, available for Apple or Android devices. Opener illustration by Troy Dunham More: Crystal Bridges Crystal Bridges Museum of Art Alice Walton Crystal Bridges State of the Art Art Best of HuffPost Asian American Voices Suggest a correction Around the Web Crystal Bridges Museum of American Art: Home   Click here to view Conversations Conversations Suggested For You FOLLOW HUFFPOST Email Email Address Options The Morning Email Arts Get top stories and blog posts emailed to me each day.. Facebook HuffPost Arts Twitter HuffPost Follow Arts Follow Google Plus HuffPost Arts RSS Most Popular on HuffPost Latest News Arts All RSS / Feeds Phone Available on the App Store Android App on Google Play Get it at Blackberry App World Every Simpsons Couch Gag at the Same Time Why Aren’t We Talking About Chadwick Boseman? Gone Girl, Psycho, and How David Fincher Steals From Alfred Hitchcock Slate Articles » Are Ratings Back Up For Bob's Burgers? Movie Characters Whose Legends Live On 11 More Superhero Movies That Almost Happened Crowd Ignite » Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search Advertise Log In Make HuffPost your Home Page RSS Careers FAQ User Agreement Privacy Comment Policy About Us About Our Ads Contact Us Copyright ©2014 TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. "The Huffington Post" is a registered trademark of TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. All rights reserved. Part of AOL Lifestyle Use this form to alert a HuffPost editor about a factual or typographical error in this story. Notify message * Required * * * What kind of error is this? Choose an option Factual or typographical Comment moderation problem Rights and permissions Other * What is the correction? 0 count Describe the error here (1,000 character limit) * Type the words below so we know you are not a cyborg Sign me up for The Morning Email Thank you!)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9102,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept./Oct. 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, No. 1, Sept./Oct. 2003 Yours for the asking HeartSmart Kids This Heart and Stroke Foundation curriculum program is approved by the Ministry of Education in the Grade Collection for Personal Planning. The HeartSmart Kids K-3/bc.tobaccofacts and 4–6 programs encourage children to make heart-healthy lifestyle choices in a fun, challenging, and engaging way within the main areas of heart facts, nutrition, active living, and being smoke-free. This free two-hour interactive workshop gives teachers with the opportunity to explore their own heart health and discover how to get the most out of the program for their students. Program materials are distributed at the workshop. The HeartSmart Kids programs are FREE and available in English and French. Contact Victoria Hozeph, 604-730-7364, 1-888-473-4636 (toll free), F: 604-736-8732, vhozeph@hsf.bc.ca Mission Nutrition* kits This program supports teachers with curriculum-based lesson plans full of entertaining ways to explore healthy living habits with students. The new space-themed program takes students on adventures with the intergalactic Mission Nutrition* team. The kits are free of charge and easy to order by visiting www.missionnutrition.ca or by calling toll free 1-888-453-6374. A refugee camp in the city In 2001, Médecins Sans Frontières Canada (MSF), Doctors Without Borders, sponsored a travelling exhibition, A Refugee Camp in the City, which was so popular that it was fully booked in most cities it visited. Many Canadian youth were unable to visit and experience refugee life in this unforgettable reproduction of an authentic refugee camp. MSF has developed an extension of the camp, in the format of an education kit for high school students. It includes one video with four cuts and a teacher’s guide. Materials in the kit are suitable for Grade 9–12, and some teachers have suggested that it is suitable for Grade 7–8 students too. The educational kit is available in English or French for $40/kit plus provincial and federal taxes. The fee is a cost-recovery price for MSF. To order, send a money order or cheque to Director of Communications, Médecins Sans Frontières Canada, A Refugee Camp in the City, 720 Spadina Avenue, Ste. 402, Toronto, ON M5S 2T9, www.msf.ca Our water Catalysta’s Our Water combines multidisciplinary content and project-based learning to investigate the many social and environmental challenges water holds for humanity. Offered in 10 phases, Our Water integrates with most disciplines, not only the sciences, but the arts and humanities as well. Our Water presents the works of leading activists, artists, and performers and a framework for hands-on project development. Teaching materials are included. Our Water is available as a CD-ROM or online between September 2003 and December 2004. For online participants, Our Water connects students worldwide for cross-cultural interaction. A limited number of programs are available in North America. Reserve this program for your classroom at www.catalysta.org, or e-mail participation@catalysta.org . Pricing details are also available on the web site. Catalysta, 307 Prospect Place, Suite 1C, Brooklyn, NY, 11238, 718-398-0584, F: 718-398-9300. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2011/06/bcpsea-govt-and-trustees-proposing.html?showComment=1309070568323,Staffroom Confidential: BCPSEA, Gov't and Trustees: Proposing Wisconsin North? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Thursday, June 23, 2011 BCPSEA, Gov't and Trustees: Proposing Wisconsin North? Teachers were shocked to see the proposals put forward by BCPSEA at the bargaining table this week. On behalf of government and school Trustees, BCPSEA wants to gut teachers' collective agreements. They want almost total control over hiring, firing and placement. They want to eliminate seniority rights and due process rights. The proposals include: * A teacher evaluation system with no rules or processes, except that they must be "aligned" with Ministry and District priorities * The ability to fire a teacher after a single evaluation * The ability to move a teacher to a different job or school at any time with one month's notice * The elimination of seniority rights for teachers who wish to move positions, assignments or schools The proposals represent a wholesale gutting of hundreds of existing provisions in agreements across BC that provide reasonable processes for teacher evaluations and fair and transparent hiring processes for teachers already hired to a District. This is not about getting the right teacher into the right classroom for kids. Teachers do not want to be teaching in a class where they don't feel qualified or able to do their job. In fact, existing hiring provisions require that teachers are suitably qualified. Teachers apply for job postings based on interest, ability, qualifications and personal preference. This allows teachers to be in a job they will be best at and are enthusiastic about. It is fair and objective. The school Districts have already screened entry into the workforce by hiring every teacher in the first place (there is no seniority provision to become an employee of a school District - a teacher must go through a typical interview and hiring process before any seniority is accrued or applies). In addition, existing evaluation procedures provide mechanisms for ensuring competency and providing feedback for improvement and support. In my District, every teacher is evaluated at the beginning of their career and regularly there after or if there is any concern raised. This is not "dialogue" or a "new approach", that some Trustees and Minister Abbott claim to have interest in. This is not "supportive". It is punitive. Dialogue starts with respecting teachers as autonomous professionals, rather than seeing their exercise of choice and professional decisions as a "barrier" to improvement and the "problem". Nor does this have anything to do with so-called "21st century learning". In fact, these proposals would stifle change, innovation and creativity by forcing teachers into positions they do not want to be in. It is a top-down management model designed to exert control and conformity. This has nothing to do with improving education, and everything to do with increasing Ministry and District control over who, what and how teachers teach. It is about de-professionalizing the teaching profession. It is the same kind of attack on unions that we are seeing across the US in states like Wisconsin and now in Canada with the postal workers. This so-called "public policy" is just plain old union bashing. It is Wisconsin North. (Thanks to my colleague Kathy Couch, whose tweet on "Wisconsin North" I borrowed.) Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 8:23 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 7 comments: Silas WhiteJune 23, 2011 at 10:17 PM The irony/absurdity of the Wisconsin phrase is that Wisconsin had legislation that stripped collective bargaining rights. You're trying to compare this to mere proposals that have been tabled IN collective bargaining.ReplyDelete Starleigh GrassJune 24, 2011 at 12:19 AM As one of my colleagues said today, "It's a scary time to be a teacher."ReplyDelete Richard BeaudryJune 24, 2011 at 7:48 AM In response to Mr. White, You are right on one point. in Wisconsin, Governor Walker simply stripped collective bargaining rights. Since they have strong recall vote legislation in the state, he will probably last only 1 year before being voted out of office. In BC, we are being offered a contract that strips away all of our existing language. We are then asked to 'bargain' in good faith as long as we agree with the BCPSEA proposals as channelled by the BC Liberals. Once our contract is stripped, we may be able to 'bargain' but what is left to bargain if you have removed all provisions from the contract that protects teachers in the province. You may state that it is absurd that we are comparing ourselves to Wisconsin north but while the governor of Wisconsin decided to do away with unions with one blow, the BC Liberals, through their agent the BCPSEA and with the approval of the trustees, is doing it through 'bargaining' away all of our rights. Mr. Silas, the real irony is that you believe that this is different.ReplyDelete Silas WhiteJune 24, 2011 at 9:00 AM Hi Richard, Your description still sounds like Collective Bargaining vs. No Collective Bargaining, which is an extreme difference. When there is Collective Bargaining, both parties are equal at a bargaining table. Therefore, only one's own union/bargaining agent can "bargain away all of your rights." Also, I believe in this case only legislation has the authority to strip contracts, so it doesn't make a lot of sense that bargaining would continue/commence after such a scenario (which would presumably be a long way off anyway?). There seems to be a very strong focus right now by teachers on such a legislation/contract stripping scenario when bargaining is still going on -- and in fact the tabling of proposals has only just been finished (mostly, I understand). I still hope that both bargaining teams are determined to work away at their proposals no matter how far apart they are and reach an agreement. My personal impression as a BCPSEA board member has certainly been that the BCPSEA team is very focused on this goal.ReplyDelete Tara EhrckeJune 24, 2011 at 9:03 AM Silas, BC Teachers in the last decade were: * deprived of the right to strike via essential services legislation * legislated back to work in 2001 * stripped of bargaining rights on class size/composition and hours of work via legislation * legislated back to work in 2005 Despite a court ruling declaring one piece of legislation illegal, the government has done nothing to remedy their mistake and improve classroom conditions. Trustees voted for these draconian "themes" and are complicit. If you don't agree with them, then speak out.ReplyDelete Silas WhiteJune 24, 2011 at 1:12 PM These points are mostly true but I suspect that many unfortunate teachers in Wisconsin would disagree with the comparison: their situation is *significantly* more "draconian"... The BC government was given until April 2012 to remedy the Bills 27/28 situation. And the current bargaining themes are separate from the historical issues you've listed. I understand BCPSEA proposals (which yes, were certainly supported and proposed by boards/trustees at the "theme" stage) are different from the BCTF's proposals but that is to be expected, isn't it? I personally feel talking about the proposals should be left to the bargaining table but suspect many on the management side in BC, if they are aware of the BCTF proposals, aren't welcoming them warmly, either. That's the way it goes. Now what needs to happen is for our respective teams to continue bargaining in good faith and do their best to find agreement. That is what the respective memberships/constituents sent them there to do.ReplyDelete Nick MooreJune 25, 2011 at 11:42 PM Silas, I agree with your sentiment, but will you be surprised when the BC Liberals create new legislation that continues to inhibit teachers' ability to bargain their most fundamental working conditions? I know I won't be. Based on what I've heard and experienced in the past month I have no doubt that the Liberal government will be creating legislation that is equally as draconian as the legislation passed in Wisconsin. You're right: both sides have tabled proposals that are light years apart, and, in a perfect world, both teams will work tirelessly to reach an agreement. However, the BC Liberals have made that impossible. The mandate that the Liberals have handed BCPSEA has set up the process for failure. BCPSEA is hamstrung and they know it. Of course both sides will continue to bargain in good faith, but the the Liberal government waiting in the wings with the legislative hammer to bring forward their proposed changes regardless of the bargaining process (and I fully believe that they intend to use it if the teachers don't back down at the bargaining table), it's just a charade.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ▼  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ▼  June (14) Saanich board convinces gov't to release hold-back... BC teachers vote 90% in favour of job action Trustees give raise for themselves, but propose ze... Why does the CUPW dispute matter for teachers and ... Community Social Services workers prepare for job ... BCPSEA, Gov't and Trustees: Proposing Wisconsin No... A 21st Century Educator Personalized Learning: Portfolio writ large? The myth of the "me too" clause Saanich Board submits deficit budget BCPSEA: Fostering division and polarization or pro... Wondering what "personlized learning" means? Just ... Strategic facilities plans - a plan for more schoo... Back to the Future? Will the Liberals under Christ... ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "Eid Mubarak to all those celebrating in BC!" @bcliberals - 06:52pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "Gr8 event honoring Taiwan ROC w many friends @douglasbing @marvinhunt4bc @KerryLynneFindl @mhlchiu26 @prairiechinois http://t.co/85TUCQsbrI" @John_Yap - 05:40pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/bctf?lang=ca,BCTF (@bctf) | Twitter Twitter Cerca de consultes Cerca a Twitter Cerques desades Elimina Compte verificat @ Suggested users Compte verificat @ Compte verificat @ Idioma: Català Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Ja tens un compte? Inicia sessió Ets nou a Twitter? Inscriu-te ara » Inicia sessió Phone, email or username Contrasenya Inicia sessió Recorda'm Has oblidat la contrasenya? Ja utilitzes Twitter mitjançant missatges de text? BCTF @bctf Tuits 5.120 Fotos/Vídeos 481 Seguint 4.245 Seguidors 18,3m Preferits 534   Més Preferits Llistes Unmute @bctf Mute @bctf Segueix Seguint Deixa de seguir Bloquejat Desbloca Pendent Cancel·la BCTF @bctf The BC Teachers' Federation represents the 41,000 public school teachers in British Columbia. Hopes for #bced outlined at http://www.afairdeal.ca  Vancouver, BC bctf.ca Unit desembre de 2008 481 Photos and videos Tuits Tuits Tweets & replies BCTF @bctf  ·  4 h Seeing some #bced teachers putting their names forward for School Board/ #bcmuni elections in November. Any in your community? #bcpoli Respon 0 replies Retuitar Retuitat 2 retweets 2 Marca com a preferit Marcat com a preferit 2 favorites 2 Més Insereix el Tuit BCTF @bctf  ·  4 oct. New @OECD_Edu report: School competition doesn’t improve achievement http://www.oecd.org/pisa/pisaproducts/pisainfocus/PISA-in-Focus-N42-%28eng%29-FINAL.pdf … + comment: http://www.thelittleeducationreport.ca/  | #bced Respon 0 replies Retuitar Retuitat 15 retweets 15 Marca com a preferit Marcat com a preferit 7 favorites 7 Més Insereix el Tuit BCTF @bctf  ·  4 oct. Why do we educate? - New @bctf research report re: proposed #bced directions + new economies: http://bctf.ca/uploadedFiles/Publications/Research_reports/RR2014-07.pdf … | #cdnedchat #edpolicy Respon 0 replies Retuitar Retuitat 9 retweets 9 Marca com a preferit Marcat com a preferit 4 favorites 4 Més Insereix el Tuit BCTF retweeted dave mackenzie @vernondavemack  ·  4 oct. BC School Counsellor conference REGISTRATION is OPEN http://goo.gl/a3u4fh  LOWEST REG FEE EVER @bctf @bcedplan @bcedchat Respon 0 replies Retuitar Retuitat 2 retweets 2 Marca com a preferit Marcat com a preferit 0 favorites Més Insereix el Tuit BCTF @bctf  ·  4 oct. 2014-2015 BCTF Executive Committee on Twitter (2/2): @JamesSanyshyn @PaulSteer @norm_sabourin @CaroleGordonBC Respon 0 replies Retuitar Retuitat 1 retweet 1 Marca com a preferit Marcat com a preferit 5 favorites 5 Més Insereix el Tuit BCTF @bctf  ·  4 oct. 2014-2015 BCTF Executive Committee on Twitter (1/2): @glenhansman @TeriMooring @LTAPresident @tgrandin @SafeWithKaren @davidkom1 | #bced Respon 0 replies Retuitar Retuitat 4 retweets 4 Marca com a preferit Marcat com a preferit 6 favorites 6 Més Insereix el Tuit BCTF retweeted Douglas Quan @dougquan  ·  26 set. B.C. teacher’s battle to restore shattered reputation following false accusations http://o.canada.com/news/national/b-c-teachers-battle-to-restore-shattered-reputation-following-false-accusations#.VCXblCKSPRw.twitter … via @canadadotcom Mostra el resum Respon 0 replies Retuitar Retuitat 23 retweets 23 Marca com a preferit Marcat com a preferit 3 favorites 3 Més Insereix el Tuit BCTF @bctf  ·  4 oct. New documentary from @eduint highlights daily commitment of teachers around the world http://dlvr.it/75R1sT  | #bced Respon 0 replies Retuitar Retuitat 9 retweets 9 Marca com a preferit Marcat com a preferit 4 favorites 4 Més Insereix el Tuit BCTF @bctf  ·  4 oct. Check out Vancouver Secondary member and comedian @MrPaulBae in @OurTimesMag here: http://tinyurl.com/k9ncoao  | #bced @vstaprez Respon 0 replies Retuitar Retuitat 3 retweets 3 Marca com a preferit Marcat com a preferit 2 favorites 2 Més Insereix el Tuit BCTF retweeted Canadian Labour @CanadianLabour  ·  29 ag. Tell @pmharper to launch a PUBLIC INQUIRY into Missing & Murdered Aboriginal Women - http://goo.gl/8HfDHR  #canlab pic.twitter.com/7juUUsvIVJ View more photos and videos Respon 0 replies Retuitar Retuitat 79 retweets 79 Marca com a preferit Marcat com a preferit 15 favorites 15 Més Insereix el Tuit BCTF @bctf  ·  3 oct. Social media tidbits: @pressprogress' @Raffi_RC and @christyclarkbc post had 157504 unique views on our FB page http://www.pressprogress.ca/en/post/childrens-troubadour-raffi-schools-christy-clark-over-teacher-dispute … #bced Respon 0 replies Retuitar Retuitat 9 retweets 9 Marca com a preferit Marcat com a preferit 5 favorites 5 Més Insereix el Tuit BCTF @bctf  ·  3 oct. Social media tidbits: BCTF followers on Facebook grew by 6,000 during #bced strike. Twitter followers grew by 12,000. Respon 0 replies Retuitar Retuitat 14 retweets 14 Marca com a preferit Marcat com a preferit 6 favorites 6 Més Insereix el Tuit BCTF @bctf  ·  3 oct. Social media tidbits: During #bced strike, our Facebook page posts had collective reach of 3.9 million! Some posts >200,000 individual views Respon 0 replies Retuitar Retuitat 13 retweets 13 Marca com a preferit Marcat com a preferit 6 favorites 6 Més Insereix el Tuit Greater Vancouver, British Columbia BCTF retweeted glenn ross @vurvdesign  ·  2 oct. My daughter's home ec class has 24 sewing machines and 30 kids. . . #bced #bctf Respon 0 replies Retuitar Retuitat 19 retweets 19 Marca com a preferit Marcat com a preferit 4 favorites 4 Més Insereix el Tuit BCTF retweeted Teri Mooring @TeriMooring  ·  2 oct. Issues r direct result of underfunding. Inclusion is critical & costly: All children deserve quality education #bced http://www.vancouversun.com/opinion/op-ed/children+deserve+quality+education/10253439/story.html … Mostra el resum Respon 0 replies Retuitar Retuitat 9 retweets 9 Marca com a preferit Marcat com a preferit 1 favorite 1 Més Insereix el Tuit BCTF retweeted Student Vote @studentvote  ·  1 oct. Registration for the #bcmuni Student Vote program is open! Sign up your class: http://studentvote.ca/bclocal14/  #bced @bctf Respon 0 replies Retuitar Retuitat 7 retweets 7 Marca com a preferit Marcat com a preferit 1 favorite 1 Més Insereix el Tuit BCTF @bctf  ·  1 oct. #bced's #PSAday is on October 24. Check out http://www.bctf.ca/pdcalendar/index.cfm?action=day&date=41936 … … for all the specialist association converences pic.twitter.com/zxPl9Y25n5 View more photos and videos Respon 0 replies Retuitar Retuitat 8 retweets 8 Marca com a preferit Marcat com a preferit 1 favorite 1 Més Insereix el Tuit BCTF retweeted Glen Hansman @glenhansman  ·  1 oct. Attending @UBCEduc talk by @StanKutcher on mental health literacy in middle & secondary schools Sept 30. | #bced Respon 0 replies Retuitar Retuitat 3 retweets 3 Marca com a preferit Marcat com a preferit 3 favorites 3 Més Insereix el Tuit BCTF retweeted Wendy Carr @mmecarr  ·  30 set. Dr Stan Kutcher UBC #UBCmentalhealthed #UBCBEd2015 develop mental health literacy=knowledge, attitudes, competencies. pic.twitter.com/TzWnxVymS0 View more photos and videos Respon 0 replies Retuitar Retuitat 6 retweets 6 Marca com a preferit Marcat com a preferit 4 favorites 4 Més Insereix el Tuit BCTF @bctf  ·  30 set. October 24 is #PSAday2014. Our BCTF specialist associations host annual #BCED ProD conferences. Full calendar at http://bit.ly/PSAday2014  Respon 0 replies Retuitar Retuitat 3 retweets 3 Marca com a preferit Marcat com a preferit 3 favorites 3 Més Insereix el Tuit Twitter pot tenir un excés de capacitat o experimentar un singlot momentani. Torna-ho a provar Visita l'estat de Twitter per a més informació. Tanca BCTF segueix Don’t miss any updates from BCTF Vancouver, BC · Canvia © 2014 Twitter Quant a Ajuda Informació d'anuncis Tanca Tendències Tendències personalitzades. Les tendències t'ofereixen una forma única d'acostar-te al que t'interessa. Fetes a mida per a tu, es basen en el lloc on ets i en qui segueixes. Canvia Mantingues les tendències personalitzades Aconsegueix tendències Mundials Fet Descarta Tanca Anterior Següent Tanca Vés al perfil d'una persona Cerques desades Elimina Compte verificat @ Suggested users Compte verificat @ Compte verificat @ Tanca Retuitar això als teus seguidors? Cancel·la Retuitar Tanca Estàs segur de que vols eliminar aquest Tuit? Cancel·la Esborra Tanca Bloca Cancel·la Bloca Afegeix una localatizació als teus Tuits Quan piules amb localització, Twitter emmagatzema aquesta localització Pots activar o desactivar la ubicació abans de cada Tuit i sempre tens l'opció d'esborrar l'historial d'ubicacions. Més informació Activa la ubicació Ara no Desactiva la ubicació Tanca Resum del perfil Tanca Les teves llistes Tanca Crea una nova llista Nom de la llista Descripció Menys de 100 caràcters, opcional llistes:Privadesa Públic · Tothom pot seguir aquesta llista Privat · Nomes tu pots accedir a aquesta llista Desa la llista Tanca Tanca Incrusta aquesta piulada Afegix aquest tuit al teu lloc web copiant el codi de sota. Més informació Vaja, hi ha hagut un problema cercant el servidor. Ho tornem a provar? Inclou el Tuit d'origen Incloure contingut Vista prèvia Tanca Registra't a Twitter No ets a Twitter? Registra't, informa't del que t'importa i rep novetats just quan hi esdevenen. Ja tens un compte? Inicia sessió » Tanca Codis curts de Dues-maneres (enviament i rebuda): País Codi Per a clients de Estats Units d'Amèrica 40404 (qualsevol) Canadà 21212 (qualsevol) Regne Unit 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brasil 40404 Nextel, TIM Haití 40404 Digicel, Voila Irlanda 51210 Vodafone, O2 Índia 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Indonèsia 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Itàlia 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » Mostra els codis curts SMS d'altres països Tanca Confirmació)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=25461,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > March 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 5, March 2012   Review of the BC Liberals’ 10 years in office reveals an appalling K–12 record  By Noel Herron   Reviewing the Liberals previous three official education election platforms (2001, 2005, 2009) and based on the provincial government’s performance, especially its failure to deliver on past promises, it is very clear that the gap between rhetoric and reality has widened dramatically since 2001. It is an appalling, decade-long record, (detailed below), of multiple cutbacks, repeated missteps, policy reversals, and instances where the province often opted for ideology over clear public education needs. This record could form an albatross for the Liberals heading into 2013. These varied, often snap, piece-meal, discriminatory, and regressive policy decisions, impacted negatively on every single aspect of public schooling since 2001. They are the touchstones on which Liberals, now seeking a fourth consecutive term in office, will be judged. A review of these policies and practices yields, sadly, not just disappointing, but appalling results. 1. Relations with BC public school teachers  Arguably, the worst in living memory. Madam Justice Griffin, commenting on the ramming through of Bills 27 and 28, by the then-Minister of Education Christy Clark, on class size and composition, said it all in her ruling: “The legislation undoubtedly was seen by teachers as evidence that the government did not respect them or consider them to be valued contributors to the education system, having excluded them from any freedom to influence their working conditions. This was a seriously deleterious effect of the legislation, one adversely disproportionate to any salutary effect revealed by the evidence.” 2. Loss of 1,500 specialized teachers (2001–2011)   The loss of upwards of 1,500 learning specialist teachers since 2001 as follows: teacher librarians (277); school counsellors (106); special education teachers (737) ; ESL teachers (328); Aboriginal education (10), has seriously eroded and fragmented the province’s infrastructure of special needs programs and services. The cumulative, deleterious effects of these significant losses spilled over into regular classrooms in every school district in BC. 3. The misleading, “greatest ever,” per-student funding claim  Perhaps, more than any other item, this blatantly misleading claim, made ad nauseam by five successive BC Liberal education ministers, has undermined the credibility of the current provincial government. To continue with this claim, (found in the 2009 Liberal platform), in the face of ongoing layoffs of teaching and non-teaching staff, leading to program evisceration and diminished services in virtually every school district, mocks the numerous shortfalls in K–12 schooling. A recent comparative review, based on a Stats Canada analysis, indicates that BC ranks among the lowest in Canada in terms of increases to education funding over the past decade. 4. Pre-election advertising gag law  The October 2011 ruling by the BC Court of Appeal upholding an earlier lower court ruling overturning limits placed by the BC Liberals on third-party pre-campaign election advertising marked yet another blow, in a string of legal defeats for the Liberals. Limiting third-party advertising by representative groups in education, health, and the social services sectors, in the 60 days before a 28-day election campaign was ruled “unconstitutional” because it limited freedom of expression. 5. BC leads the country in child poverty   For the eighth year in a row, BC has led the country in child poverty. The year-end outcry, not just from Lower Mainland inner-city schools, but schools such as these across the province has forced the Liberals to promise, belatedly, to introduce “regional“ poverty strategies in the upcoming session—whatever that means. The fact that 20%, or 1 in 5 kids, arrive in school, ill-clothed and ill-fed has altered the role of an increasing number of schools from places of learning to what one reporter called “an arm of the social welfare system…with teachers scrounging for donations from service clubs and private donors.” 6. Community schools downgraded  One of the first casualties of cutbacks by the Liberals in 2001, the long-established and highly-regarded network of community schools serving children, parents, and seniors across the province, saw the disappearance of community school co-ordinators. Other cuts followed. Community schools were supposedly replaced in 2009, with much hoopla, by the new, Campbell/Bond network of elegantly named “Neighbourhoods of Learning” schools. This phony Liberal initiative turned out to be a complete illusion with nothing more than the addition of one bare-bones classroom to, mostly, new schools. 7. Closure of upwards of 90 schools   While declining enrolment inevitably has led to many school closures all across Canada, the record number in BC, (incidentally, the Ministry of Education does not keep a tally), points to the repeated refusal of Victoria to call a moratorium on school closures while examining the overall impact on the social, economic, and geographical aspects on both urban and rural communities. Belatedly, we learned that 75 of these schools, as valuable public properties, were put on the block before a halt or restrictions were introduced to end this practice 8. Playgrounds rot as local fundraising soars to record levels  The on-again, off-again, provincial funding of school playgrounds provides yet another example of Liberal inconsistencies. In its latest incarnation, George Abbott promised to return $2.4 million to parent advisory councils (PACs) that purchased playground equipment for public schools between January and September of last year. Previously, Christy Clark, reversing herself once more, knowing that many playgrounds were falling into disrepair, announced a commitment of $8 million over two years for school playground renewal, as stories of decaying equipment increased. But the real story behind shortfalls in playground funding lies in the huge proliferation, over the past decade, of fundraising by local parents. Funds were raised to support not just playgrounds, but school materials, supplies and resources. One source puts the total amount of funding raised by many of the 800 plus elementary schools across the province in excess of $65 million since 2001. 9. Cancellation of 2009 Facilities Grant to school boards   The abrupt cancellation in 2009 of the $100 million provincial facilities grant to school boards speaks once more to the destabilizing impact of provincial yo-yo funding. This unilateral move put increased pressure on boards and drew a sharp rebuke, (finally), from BCSTA and even sharper and unprecedented rebuke from the provincial, professional association that represented secretary-treasurers (BCASBO). Repairs and maintenance that boards had planned for in their annual budgets had to be dropped and funds for urgent upkeep items had to be squeezed from other tight budgets. This provincial grant was not fully reinstated until two years after it was withdrawn. 10. BCeSIS   This is the acronym given the province-wide and ill-conceived computer information system, imposed on school boards in 2003. Expensive and problem-plagued it crashed in 2010 causing endless grief to school secretaries, teachers, and principals both prior and subsequent to that date. The overall cost of this technological disaster, which runs into the millions of dollars, has yet to be determined and the final tally will have to be obtained, no doubt, through Freedom of Information. 11. Professional development withers, if not dies   This crucial aspect of teaching has taken a major hit over the past decade with a marked decline, if not disappearance, of teacher-consultant positions at the board level and the sharp decline in workshops, in-service programs, and education forums dealing with new programs, teaching methodologies and adapted strategies in all subject areas. Ongoing professional development is the key driver of quality education in any system. It promotes a climate of quiet renewal that has positive long-range impacts. 12. Early childhood programs and services delayed, denied, and defunded  Normally, a provincial government would get credit for introducing province-wide , all-day Kindergarten classes, as the BC Liberals have done this year; however, after a decade of foot- dragging (the Vancouver School Board has had all-day Kindergarten classes for over 20 years that were not recognized by the ministry), and last year’s partial introduction—funding only half the schools— caused grief to both parents and boards with side-by-side schools, some with all-day programs and others without—thus, understandably, praise for this initiative was muted. Indeed, for almost the entire decade there has been limited, utterly arbitrary and discriminatory, entrance admissions (some ESL, special needs, and Aboriginal students) to all-day Kindergarten obtained. The past decade has witnessed a weak and highly political response to the needs of pre five-year-olds in BC. In short, BC still lacks a meaningful, comprehensive, and coherent early childhood programs that meet the changing, contemporary needs of its young families with pre-school kids. 13. The misuse and abuse of provincial FSA testing   Despite the growing controversy surrounding the validity and reliability of FSA tests in Grades 4, and 7 and their blatant misuse by the Fraser Institute in producing an annual province-wide ranking system of elementary schools, the BC Liberals continue to advocate for their continued use. In an internal memo to former education minister, Shirley Bond, (obtained in 2007 by the Globe and Mail through Freedom of Information), ministry staff cautioned against the misuse of these tests. And over the past decade about 20 per cent of parents, in response to a BCTF campaign, did not allow their children to participate. For the first time in 2011, the BC Principals and Vice Principals’ Association expressed concern and called for the withdrawal of FSA testing. With only one Liberal leadership candidate calling for the abolition of FSA testing, political issues trump education concerns for the BC Liberals. 14. Destabilization of school boards   The on-again, off-again, funding approach of the Ministry of Education, (see items 3, 9 and 10), the refusal to pay for teacher salary increments negotiated by the province, the lack of inflation adjustments, coupled with the more recent imposition of a provincial carbon tax, destabilized financial planning by school boards over the past decade and created an environment of uncertainty and confusion in almost every district. Despite promises of stable, long-term, funding promises that were never realized, repeated downloading, often surreptitious, of costs, both direct and indirect, on to boards left them in a state of suspended animation. The hoary political standby of blaming local boards for service shortfalls was cynically and repeatedly used to justify cutbacks and, even today, continues unabated. 15. BC’s new, over-the-top, Education Plan  The recent release of the BC “futuristic” Education Plan marks the apex of spin doctoring by this province’s Ministry of Education. Accorded “visionary” accolades by a few, obligatory conservative commentators, this plan has been pointedly panned in many quarters, particularly by teachers, who felt slighted, by the not too subtle implication, that they had ignored technology and progressive teaching strategies. Given the background of ongoing cuts, with school boards currently chopping programs and services—some for the eleventh year in a row—it is more than a stretch to push for “personalized learning” with a strong emphasis on technology, as if this were a brand new phenomenon in our schools. One classroom teacher neatly dismissed this new-found preoccupation by the ministry in part of a letter to the editor with this comment: “Our schools, curricula, and teacher conferences are chock full of practice, research, and training in differentiated instruction, multiple intelligences, levelled reading groups, and project-based learning—all ways to adapt instruction for the varied abilities and interests of students.” It should be noted that the re-conceptualization of public schooling can often lead to innovative and positive reforms, but unless anchored in reality and tempered with pragmatism, it frequently ends up as a theoretical exercise. Finally, quality, K to 12 public education in BC is, and will remain, the bedrock of this province, despite the fact that the BC Liberals, at every turn, over the past decade, have systematically undermined it. Fortunately, voters will get the opportunity to pass judgment in May 2013 on this performance. And this time, hopefully, won’t be fooled by past claims found in three successive Liberal platforms, especially of the self-congratulatory, “Great Goals” variety. Over-the-top platforms, with unfunded pie-in-the-sky programs and promises, simply won’t cut it anymore.  Noel Herron, former school principal and school trustee.   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bcpsea.bc.ca,http://www.bcpsea.bc.ca/media/backgrounders/07dart-sep25.aspx,Home  DART (District Assessment of Reading) What is DART? DART (District Assessment of Reading) is a performance-based assessment of learning administered to grade 3-9 students on a voluntary basis in the fall and on a required basis as an assessment for learning in the spring. Why does the Sooke School District use the DART program? Many districts throughout the province use DART, or a similar program, to assist in improving student literacy. The purpose of DART is to assist students to achieve their potential in the areas of reading and writing. DART was developed by BC teachers. The district selected DART based on the recommendations of a district team of teachers, principals, and vice principals. The data gathered through DART assist teachers in designing student learning programs to increase the number of students meeting or exceeding grade level expectations. Unless we assess student progress, we can’t determine where we need to refine instruction in order to help all students achieve their potential. The data provide parents, teachers, and the district with critical information about how students are doing. Through the use of the DART assessment, we are seeing measurable improvement in our primary students, results that contribute to students’ progress, overall achievement and, just as important, their self-esteem. How do teachers prepare students to participate in the DART assessment? Teachers set the stage for the DART assessment by following a protocol. They are instructed on the first page that "Assessments should allow students to exhibit their strengths." All students participate in a background-building discussion before reading the text. In most classes, DART is presented as just a part of the regular school day. As long as the teacher has been following the curriculum, students are not asked to do anything that is new or unusual for them. The climate of the class should be no different than any other school day. Is DART a standardized test? DART is not a standardized test. Students answer a series of open-ended prompts or questions based on a passage which they have read and which remains with them to look back and reread as they want. The passages all contain pictures. Teachers also interview each child and are encouraged to listen to each child read aloud a passage of the assessment. The intent is to monitor each student’s independent application of the reading skills and processes which have been taught. How long has the Sooke School District been using the DART program? The Sooke school district is in its fourth successful year of using DART for students in grades 3-9. Will the district continue to use the DART program? DART reflects good teaching and good assessment practices. In order to design effective learning opportunities, we need to follow the cycle of instruction: assessment, analysis, planning, teaching. The district will therefore continue to refine and develop DART to ensure that the strategies we are putting in place are having the desired impact. Why is the BCTF opposing the use of DART in the district? It is unfortunate that the BCTF is trying to use this very valuable assessment tool as part of their political campaign against standardized testing. Although DART is not a standardized test, the BCTF appears, for strategic reasons, to be linking DART with the provincial Foundation Skills Assessment (FSA) to bolster their ongoing campaign against government education initiatives. Last year the BCTF contemplated a province-wide boycott of the FSA test, but the plan was derailed by a labour dispute between the BCTF and its own employees. What is the purpose of the school board meeting tonight? The collective agreement provides that prior to a teacher receiving a disciplinary sanction, there must be a meeting of the school board to determine the sanction. This process has existed in collective agreements for over 20 years and happens in school districts throughout the year. The difference in this case is that the BCTF and the local teachers’ association are politicizing a normal labour relations issue to further their opposition to government initiatives on testing. Although DART is not a government initiative, the BCTF is, for political reasons, linking DART to standardized testing. What is the disciplinary sanction being contemplated by the Board? Personnel matters are confidential between the employee, their union, and their employer. The BCTF has reported that the teacher is being disciplined for “refusing to administer a standardized test to her grade 3 students.” There is a principle in labour relations that an employee is required to “work now, grieve later.” In other words, if an employee disagrees with an employer’s lawful order, the employee can file a grievance. An employee does not have the authority or autonomy to simply refuse to perform lawful work as directed. Do teachers have professional autonomy? Professional autonomy as it relates to the teaching profession is the exercise of judgment in the performance of teaching duties by teachers subject to limitations that are set out in the collective agreement, in the School Act and Regulations, in employer directives and requirements, and in the reasonable standards of the profession. As previously stated, an employee does not have the authority or autonomy to simply refuse to perform lawful work as directed. Media Overview Media Contact Backgrounders News Releases Media Facebook Twitter LinkedIn YouTube RSS Feeds Media Teachers Support Staff Exempt Staff Publications Learn and Connect Resources About Us Home Members Login Contact Us Sitemap Contact BCPSEA Address: 400-1333 West Broadway, Vancouver BC V6H 4C1 T: 604.730.0739 F: 604.730.0787 EMAIL: contact.us@bcpsea.bc.ca © 2014 BC Public School Employers' Association. Cancellation and Refund Policy | Privacy Policy | Terms and Conditions Vancouver Web Design  by Graphically Speaking)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/10/origins-of-bcedplan.html?showComment=1351447408922,Staffroom Confidential: Origins of the #bcedplan - Updated Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, October 2, 2012 Origins of the #bcedplan - Updated Note: This blog entry was picked up by Tyee writer Katie Hyslop, who did an excellent story available here: http://thetyee.ca/News/2012/10/05/BC-Education-Plan/ It is easy to think that we are immune here in Canada from the influence of the global "education reformers" who claim to want to improve schooling. What they really want is to reduce government expenditures, reduce public service delivery, reduce the levels of service publicly funded, and at the same time create a massive opportunity for private providers in the long sought after K-12 "market". In fact, BC is a case study in how these ideas have been purposely propagated as part of a global strategy. Take a look at GELP, otherwise knows as the Global Education Leaders' Program. If you are familiar with ALEC (the American Legislative Exchange Council - a right wing organization that is propagating reactionary legislation through all the US states), GELP will look frighteningly familiar. It is a global group of "leaders" with a vision - transform public services so they do less with less, with private partners. Kind of like Charter schools or vouchers. Except with the appearance of making things better. More 21st century. GELP describes themselves: "GELP is a community of system leaders, policy-makers and thought-leaders collaborating to transform education at local, national and international levels, to equip every learner with the knowledge and skills to thrive in the 21st century." They acknowledge their "partners": Promethean, a "global education company that supports teaching and learning through integrated technology and training."; the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation; Cicso Systems Inc; the Ellen Koshlan Family Fund; and Innovation Unit, a "not-for-profit social enterprise which supports innovation in public services." One of GELP's "Jurisdictions" is none other than BC. There is a proud link to the bcedplan video here: http://gelponline.org/gelp-community/jurisdictions/british-columbia. And a little more digging finds a GELP case study report on, yes, you guessed it, the bcedplan. You can find the whole thing here (http://gelponline.org/resources/transforming-education-case-study-british-columbia), but interestingly, the report identifies the origins of the plan:"At an international conference held in Vancouver in 2009, a team from the Ministry connected with Valerie Hannon, a director of Innovation Unit and a consultant in the Global Education Leaders’ Program (GELP). Her presentation, ‘Only Connect’, struck a chord with the BC Ministry and under the leadership of Gordon Campbell, then Premier in the Province, a series of high level meetings took place which resulted in a radical vision for transforming education in British Columbia." So what is Hannon's view of a "radical vision"? Some insight can be found in a paper she co-authored for Cisco Systems. In "Developing an Innovation Ecosystem for Education", the radical vision is described clearly: "how to design public services that deliver different and better outcomes at a lower cost." (page 7)  This is done through "radical efficiencies", such as "a reduction in the number of interventions made by professionals", "decommissioning of space", "looking to alternative providers", and having "users of services frequently assume a more active role in their delivery, which serves to enhance the benefits of the service for these and other users and to reduce the costs of provision". And how will the bceplan do less for less with this radical vision? Well, just one example is special education - perhaps one of the most expensive areas of our current school system. This process began back in 2002 with the elimination of targeted funding for most students with special needs. It has progressed through the decade with the elimination of class composition rules (placing a limit on the number of students with special needs in any one class to ensure integration not segregation, as well as adequate teacher time) and the loss of over 700 special education teachers. But here is how GELP's case study describes the "next wave of reform": "Decategorisation of special needs education. In the words of Rod Allen, there will be 'no labels and no medical model. In a 21st century personalised world, I’ll tell you what a special education looks like if you can tell me what a ‘normal’ education is.'” It is not surprising that Gordon Campbell was struck with Valerie Hannon's ideas. The past decade has been all about the same type of "savings" she describes. As the BC Education Coalition pointed out back in 2010, these "savings" took place even before the Ministry was in love with Hannon's ideas: Between 2000/01 and 2009/10, the Education Ministry reports that BC has seen a net loss of 148 schools ("decommisioning of space") Net loss since 2001-02 of public school teachers: 9% ("reduction in the number of interventions made by professionals") Students with Special Needs: grad rates for most districts have declined in recent years, some by double digits (perhaps a consequence of an unrealistic expectation that "users of services" will be able to "assume a more active role in their delivery" because we apparently no longer need "labels" or a "medical model" for students with disabilities) (Note: I wrote a related blog post a year ago...different company, same message: http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2011/10/transformation-agenda-for-bc-education.html) Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 3:01 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 4 comments: C. WelchOctober 2, 2012 at 8:04 PM Great post, Tara. Of course, it's a disheartening confirmation of what we all suspected, and it goes beyond just another neo-liberal nail in the coffin. On the other hand, I'm teaching a lesson tomorrow on euphemisms and jargon, and I've just discovered some great new examples!ReplyDelete SusanOctober 3, 2012 at 7:38 AM Thanks for a good blog. I'm going to look more into this GELP thing. I think that education needs to go drastically in the OTHER direction from what they suggest.ReplyDelete René MarcelOctober 5, 2012 at 2:23 PM Excellent continued justification for our cynicism. Let's hope this kind of awareness will build to the tipping point and we can all watch government clean its own house or at least understand the need for political revolution.ReplyDelete Steve RoyOctober 28, 2012 at 11:03 AM Great post Tara ! I've been digging this GELP thing since reading your article. Just found the funding structure of GELP in their prospectus: "The Program development and delivery costs for the first year of participation in GELP are provided by funding partners. Teams need to cover the costs of their expenses such as: » travel and accommodation to attend two global events; » travel incurred while working together between events, if the team is geographically dispersed; » the time to attend global and other local events; » time and any other resource required to support their day-to-day work towards achieving the aims identified in their GELP foci or priorities." http://gelponline.org/sites/default/files/gelp_prospectus_2012-13_1.pdf I actually don't mind people of different country meeting to talk about different educational practice. I think it's great and can have good benefits (Chris Kennedy has blogged about that here http://cultureofyes.ca/2012/06/17/finland-face-to-face/) What I find difficult to swallow is that those discussion are funded by private money, not public money. In my mind, it should be the other way around... but maybe I'm too old fashion... ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ▼  October (5) The myth of personalization Schools as charities Corporate ethics? A tale of two choices... Textbook stunt no substitute for proper funding Origins of the #bcedplan - Updated ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media jthornthwaite last tweet "Please join me in recognizing the vital work foster families do for B.C. kids http://t.co/bdYy1yh9Jc #FosterFamilyMonth #northvan #bcpoli" @jthornthwaite - 10:56pm Follow @jthornthwaite BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13504,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 20, Number 1, September 2007 BCTF Advantage October launch By Laurence Greeff On October 13, 2007, the BCTF launches an exciting and new program across the province. Members can look forward to our new member-benefits program called BCTF Advantage. Many other organizations like ours have instituted this kind of program for their members. The Ontario teachers have a program called Edvantage, the National Union of Teachers in Britain have their Countdown program, and the American Federation of Teachers have their ATF Plus program. The group buying power of the BCTF allows teachers in great numbers to access savings. The Advantage program is voluntary of course, and is being made available to those who are interested. This notion is not new and has its roots in the co-operatives that were established early in our political history to strengthen support to people. Over the past 12 months, the affinity subcommittee has been working to put all the components together for a custom affinity program to benefit our members. The first phase of the program will roll out this fall. We have been working with BCAA Group Services to bring this program together. This has been a great partnership and will serve us well over the next few years. The BCTF Advantage Program will have offers in the areas of: Insurance (home, auto, life, pet, and travel) BCAA membership Exciting vacation travel for long and short holidays Retail discounts on everything from cell phones to vision care through our BCAA partner program. The subcommittee has been working under the mandate of the Executive Committee to ensure the components of the plan meet BCTFs standards for quality, social and ethical filters, and above all, serves the membership in a new way by offering benefits. We are also focussed on building a cost neutral program that is responsive to member needs. October 13, 2007, is the "Go Live" target and BCTF members will be able to access the Advantage program. All the details will be available online through the BCTF web site. Registration will be free and handled through our administrator and program carrier, BCAA Group Services. Members have said they can hardly wait to check out the various offerings. Phase 1 will contain an initial suite of products, and, with member feedback, the committee will build more offers and components for the BCTF Advantage Program. The next phases will include a strong retail and financial services component that reflects our values. Come down to the BCTF Building at 6th and Ash on October 13 and be a part of the BCTF Advantage Program launch. Bring your family and encourage your colleagues to drop by the building. It will be a positive membership-driven family affair to launch this fabulous program for teachers. Watch bctf.ca for more information. Laurence Greeff is chair of the BCTF Finance Committee and a member of the BCTF Affinity SubCommittee. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141007,www.huffingtonpost.ca,http://www.huffingtonpost.ca/heather-magee/viff-2014-noble_b_5932274.html,VIFF 2014: 'Noble' Shows Ordinary People Can Accomplish Extraordinary Things | Heather Magee View mobile site October 7, 2014 Huffpost Canada British Columbia ca Edition: ca Show/Hide Brasil BR Canada CA Deutschland DE España ES France FR Italia IT 日本 (Japan) JP 한국 (Korea) KR Maghreb MG United Kingdom UK United States US Region: BC Show/Hide All Canada Alberta British Columbia Québec (en français) Follow Newsletters Get Canada British ColumbiaNewsletters Email address Enter Email Address Huffington Post Search Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search iOS app Android app More Log in Create Account Notifications 0 $USERNAME Profile Settings Logout FRONT PAGE Politics Ford Still Doesn't Understand Racism 51 Unvetted Judge Joins Supreme Court 43 Kenney Posts Photos Of Iraqi Children To Make Case For ISIL Airstrikes 91 Clinton: Canadian Help In ISIL Fight 'Indispensable' 44 Canadians Left In A Fog Of War 42 Go to Politics More in Politics The Pulse Stephen Harper You Might Also Like US Politics UK Politics Business Porn Company Has A Raunchy Deal For Air Canada Pilots 3 Sun News Just Lost Its Main Source Of Content; What Now? 49 Canadian Cities Surprisingly Unpopular Destinations For Workers 0 This Is How You Rack Up U.S. Roaming Charges While In Canada 14 Look What China Might Actually Build 47 Go to Business More in Business Small Business Money You Might Also Like Tech TechCrunch Autoblog WorldPost Spanish Nurse First To Contract Ebola Outside West Africa 518 It's Been 3 Weeks Since Anyone's Seen Kim And Rumors Are Swirling 97 3 New Findings On ISIS Weapons That You Should Know About 39 WHO: More Cases Of Ebola In Europe Unavoidable 154 Turkish President Says Syrian Town Under Islamic State Siege Is About To Fall 213 Go to WorldPost More in WorldPost Foreign Affairs World Elections Arab Uprising Afghanistan War Syria Crisis You Might Also Like Travel Impact Living 100 Pumpkin Carvings That Will Inspire You 0 Fried Maple Leaves Are A Delicacy In Japan, And We're Jealous 6 WATCH: HuffPost Readers School Us On Toronto's Real Must-Eats 2 Toronto Dubbed Fourth Most Livable City In The World 0 33 Signs You Live In Liberty Village 1 Go to Living You Might Also Like Healthy Living Food Recipes Divorce Women Parentdish Green Post50 Weddings Style Best Halloween Costumes For Men And Women 0 Most Offensive Products In Retail 3 JLaw Goes Topless For Vanity Fair 0 Bridesmaid Dresses You'll Wear Again 0 Canadian Model Coco Rocha Is Pregnant! 4 Go to Style More in Style Beauty Fashion Celeb Style Entertaining and Etiquette Stylelist Canada Wedding Style Home Style You Might Also Like Style (U.S.) Weddings Stylelist Canada Entertainment Kris Jenner Opens Up About The Late Robert Kardashian 6 Blake Lively Is Pregnant! 30 Mariah Carey Proves She's Not Lip-Synching 42 Is This Where George Clooney And Amal Alamuddin Honeymooned? 7 Pregnant Kelly Rowland Poses Topless In Black And White Photo Shoot 2 Go to Entertainment You Might Also Like Music Celebrity TV Moviefone Arts The Glamorous History Of Pin-Up Like You've Never Seen It Before 3 1 Here Are A Bunch Of F*cking Delightful Artsy Cat Photos. You're Welcome. 3 This Is What It Really Looks Like To Be A Modern Day Nun 8 New Animation-Inspired Art Show Will Make You Yearn For Saturday Morning Cartoons 0 Go to Arts You Might Also Like Books Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Religion Alberta 20 Puppies Found Abandoned In Field 6 Anti-Abortion Postcard Targets Tory MP.. Again 26 Mystery 'GPO Girl' Turns Up In Calgary 3 Major Saskatchewan Train Derailment 2 Dozens Of Dead Cats Found, Another 62 Euthanized 0 Go to Alberta More in Alberta Alberta Politics Alberta Business Alison Redford Calgary Edmonton British Columbia B.C. Teen Killed By Train Was Wearing Headphones, Texting: RCMP 13 Anthem Singer's Fall Is Lesson In Showmanship 3 Pastafarian Loses B.C. Driver's Licence Over Holy Colander 0 Elderly Asian Women Attacked In Vancouver 0 Lawyers Of Convicted Surrey Six Gangsters Want Mistrial 3 Go to British Columbia More in British Columbia B.C. Politics B.C. Business Christy Clark Vancouver All Sections News Canada Politics Canada Business US Politics US Business World Media Sports Education Crime Weird News Good News Daily Finance Entertainment Entertainment Music TV Celebrity Comedy Arts Books Moviefone Life & Style Living Style Home Healthy Living Taste Weddings Travel Parents Divorce HuffPost 50 Marlo Thomas OWN Tech & Science Tech Science Green Techcrunch Engadget TUAW Joystiq Voices Impact Women Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Religion College Teen Local Quebec (French) Calgary Montreal Ottawa Toronto Vancouver Winnipeg Mapquest Patch.com Our Mobile Apps: iPhone iPad HuffPost Live iPad Android Phone Android Tablet British Columbia B.C. Politics B.C. Business Christy Clark Vancouver Anthem Singer's Fall Is Lesson In Showmanship 2014-10-05 23:32:54 Pastafarian Loses B.C. Driver's Licence Over Holy Colander 2014-10-06 20:10:58 B.C. Teen Killed By Train Was Wearing Headphones, Texting: RCMP 2014-10-07 02:49:46 45 Signs You're A Vancouver Canucks Fan 2014-10-04 00:27:49 Elderly Asian Women Attacked In Vancouver 2014-10-06 17:25:49 When It Comes to Jumbo Glacier Resort, All Questions Lead Back To Powerful Minister 2014-10-06 15:46:02 Aldergrove School Playground Condemned 2014-10-06 17:50:31 Vancouver Mom Who Killed Her 2 Babies Sentenced 2014-10-07 13:46:41 LOOK: Stunning Scenes By B.C.'s October Photographer 2014-10-03 14:22:55 This Derelict Van 'Home' Costs $550/Month To Rent In B.C. 2014-10-03 16:05:46 Officer Admits Abusing Authority While Shoving Woman 2014-10-06 18:41:58 Recognize This Photo? Here's The Story Behind It 2014-10-03 16:58:41 Premier Denies Downplaying B.C. LNG Expectations 2014-10-06 20:57:52 Lawyers Of Convicted Surrey Six Gangsters Want Mistrial 2014-10-06 18:59:52 LOOK: Old Vancouver Bank's New Life 2014-10-03 17:52:32 Previous Story Next Story The Blog Featuring fresh takes and real-time analysis from HuffPost's signature lineup of contributors Heather Magee Become a fan Lifestyle & Entertainment Blogger Email VIFF 2014: 'Noble' Shows Ordinary People Can Accomplish Extraordinary Things Posted: 10/06/2014 5:42 pm EDT Updated: 10/06/2014 5:59 pm EDT Share Tweet Email Comment tumblr reddit Dubliner Christina Noble (Deirdre O'Kane) narrowly escapes poverty after surviving a tumultuous childhood. As a girl, she would busk in bars to help care for her mother and siblings, something her abusive father (Liam Cunningham) was incapable of. Eventually she lands in the care of a convent until she is old enough to venture out into the world. Living on the edge of society, Christina manages to scrape by and eventually moves to England with a friend. At the time, the Vietnam war is raging on and the images of displaced, impoverished children are etched into her mind. Fast forward to 1989, when Vietnam is still recovering from the devastating legacy of war, and Christina is now a divorced mother of three grown children. She heads to Ho Chi Minh City to fulfill a dream of helping the children who affected her so deeply several years before. Despite insurmountable odds, she opens the Christina Noble Children Foundation, providing housing, healthcare, and education for children living on the streets of Saigon. Written and directed by Stephen Bradley and based on the life story of Christina Noble, also known as Mama Tina (a term of endearment given to her by the Vietnamese children), "Noble" is the story of a courageous woman who will stop at nothing to help children who face the same atrocities she did as a child. You'll like this film if.. You enjoy inspiring biopics about ordinary people accomplishing extraordinary things. There were moments were I could have jumped out of my seat and applauded, full stop. You won't like this film if.. "Noble" will appeal to just about anyone, because the story is too triumphant to pass up. The film, however, is a sober reminder that the effects of the Vietnam war are still visible today and that child poverty continues to be a widespread problem at home and abroad. Standout performances Young Christina, played brilliantly in a spirited performance by Gloria Cramer Curtis, gives you a sense from the very first scene of just how tough and determined Christina is. Deirdre O'Kane is one part grit, and one part lady, translating Christina Noble's story to the big screen beautifully. Liam Cunningham is also fantastic as the flailing, scoundrel of a father whose desperation overshadows the love Christina so desperately craved. "Noble" screens again during VIFF on October 5 and October 8. Visit viff.org for tickets and show times. EARLIER ON HUFFPOST: Close  TIFF 2014 Red Carpet Selfies of   Actress Anna Kendrick and actor Ryan Reynolds seen at the premiere of "The Voices" at the Ryerson Theatre during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival on Thursday, Sept. 11, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Arthur Mola/Invision/AP) Actor Ryan Reynolds poses at the premiere of "The Voices" at the Ryerson Theatre during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival on Thursday, Sept. 11, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Arthur Mola/Invision/AP) Actor Ryan Reynolds seen at the premiere of "The Voices" at the Ryerson Theatre during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival on Thursday, Sept. 11, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Arthur Mola/Invision/AP) Actress Anna Kendrick, actor Ryan Reynolds and director Marjane Satrapi seen at the premiere of "The Voices" at the Ryerson Theatre during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival on Thursday, Sept. 11, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Arthur Mola/Invision/AP) Actress Anna Kendrick poses at the premiere of "The Voices" at the Ryerson Theatre during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival on Thursday, Sept. 11, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Arthur Mola/Invision/AP) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 11: Actress Ellen Barkin attends 'The Cobbler' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at The Elgin on September 11, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Philip Cheung/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 11: Actor Adam Sandler attends 'The Cobbler' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at The Elgin on September 11, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Philip Cheung/Getty Images) Scott Speedman, left, and Patricia Clarkson attend the premiere of "October Gale" on day 8 of the Toronto International Film Festival at the Winter Garden Theatre on Thursday Sept. 11, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Chris Pizzello/Invision/AP) Scott Speedman, left, and Patricia Clarkson attend the premiere of "October Gale" on day 8 of the Toronto International Film Festival at the Winter Garden Theatre on Thursday Sept. 11, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Chris Pizzello/Invision/AP) Actress Anna Kendrick seen at the premiere of "The Voices" at the Ryerson Theatre during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival on Thursday, Sept. 11, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Arthur Mola/Invision/AP) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 11: Actor Hayden Christensen (L) and actor/recording artist Akon attend the 'American Heist' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Princess of Wales Theatre on September 11, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by George Pimentel/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 11: Actor/recording artist Akon attends the 'American Heist' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Princess of Wales Theatre on September 11, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by George Pimentel/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 11: Actor Hayden Christensen (L) and actor/recording artist Akon attend the 'American Heist' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Princess of Wales Theatre on September 11, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by George Pimentel/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 11: Actor Hayden Christensen attends the 'American Heist' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Princess of Wales Theatre on September 11, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by George Pimentel/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 11: Actor Hayden Christensen attends the 'American Heist' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Princess of Wales Theatre on September 11, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by George Pimentel/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 11: Rapper Kardinal Offishall attends the 'American Heist' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Princess of Wales Theatre on September 11, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by George Pimentel/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 11: Rapper Kardinal Offishall attends the 'American Heist' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Princess of Wales Theatre on September 11, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by George Pimentel/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 11: Actor/recording artist Akon attends the 'American Heist' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Princess of Wales Theatre on September 11, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by George Pimentel/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 10: Actress Keira Knightley attends the 'Laggies' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 10, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by George Pimentel/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 10: Actress Keira Knightley attends the 'Laggies' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 10, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by George Pimentel/Getty Images) Actress Keira Knightley arrives in a wind storm to the premiere of "Laggies" at Roy Thomson Hall during the Toronto International Film Festival on Wednesday, Sept. 10, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Actress Keira Knightley arrives in a wind storm to the premiere of "Laggies" at Roy Thomson Hall during the Toronto International Film Festival on Wednesday, Sept. 10, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Mark Ruffalo attends the premiere of "Infinitely Polar Bear" on day 7 of the Toronto International Film Festival at the Roy Thompson Hall on Wednesday, Sept. 10, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 11: Actor Liev Schreiber attends the 'Pawn Sacrifice' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 11, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jemal Countess/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 11: Actor Liev Schreiber attends the 'Pawn Sacrifice' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 11, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jemal Countess/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 11: Actor/producer Tobey Maguire attends the 'Pawn Sacrifice' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 11, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Sarjoun Faour Photography/WireImage) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 11: Actor/producer Tobey Maguire attends the 'Pawn Sacrifice' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 11, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Sarjoun Faour Photography/WireImage) Actress Keira Knightley attends the "Laggies" premiere at Roy Thomson Hall during the Toronto International Film Festival on Wednesday, Sept. 10, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Actress Keira Knightley arrives in a wind storm to the premiere of "Laggies" at Roy Thomson Hall during the Toronto International Film Festival on Wednesday, Sept. 10, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 09: Actor Robert Pattinson attends the 'Maps to the Stars' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 9, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 09: Actor Robert Pattinson attends the 'Maps to the Stars' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 9, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) Benedict Cumberbatch attends the premiere of "The Imitation Game" on day 6 of the Toronto International Film Festival at the TIFF Bell Lightbox on Tuesday, Sept. 9, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 09: Actor Benedict Cumberbatch attends 'The Imitation Game' Premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Princess of Wales Theatre on September 9, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 09: Actor Nikolaj Coster-Waldau attends the premiere of 'A Second Chance' at the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Winter Garden Theatre on September 9, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Ernesto Di Stefano Photography/WireImage) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 09: Actor Nikolaj Coster-Waldau attends the premiere of 'A Second Chance' at the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Winter Garden Theatre on September 9, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Ernesto Di Stefano Photography/WireImage) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 09: Actor Viggo Mortensen attends the Premiere of 'Far From Men' at the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Winter Garden Theatre on September 9, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Ernesto Di Stefano Photography/WireImage) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 09: (L-R) Actor Reda Kateb, Writer/Director David Oelhoffen and Actor Viggo Mortensen attend the Premiere of 'Far From Men' at the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Winter Garden Theatre on September 9, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Ernesto Di Stefano Photography/WireImage) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 09: Actor Viggo Mortensen attends the Premiere of 'Far From Men' at the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Winter Garden Theatre on September 9, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Ernesto Di Stefano Photography/WireImage) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 09: Actor Robert Pattinson attends the 'Maps to the Stars' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 9, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) Actor Ethan Hawke seen at the premiere of "Good Kill" at the Ryerson Theatre during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival on Tuesday, Sept. 9, 2014, in Toronto, Ontario. (Photo by Arthur Mola/Invision/AP) Actor Ethan Hawke seen at the premiere of "Good Kill" at the Ryerson Theatre during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival on Tuesday, Sept. 9, 2014, in Toronto, Ontario. (Photo by Arthur Mola/Invision/AP) Actor Ethan Hawke seen at the premiere of "Good Kill" at the Ryerson Theatre during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival on Tuesday, Sept. 9, 2014, in Toronto, Ontario. (Photo by Arthur Mola/Invision/AP) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 09: Actor Matthew Goode and Sophie Dymoke attend the 'The Imitation Game' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Princess of Wales Theatre on September 9, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jeff Vespa/Getty Images) Allen Leech attends the premiere of "The Imitation Game" on day 6 of the Toronto International Film Festival at the TIFF Bell Lightbox on Tuesday, Sept. 9, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Allen Leech attends the premiere of "The Imitation Game" on day 6 of the Toronto International Film Festival at the TIFF Bell Lightbox on Tuesday, Sept. 9, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Allen Leech, right, and Charlie Webster attends the premiere of "The Imitation Game" on day 6 of the Toronto International Film Festival at the TIFF Bell Lightbox on Tuesday, Sept. 9, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Wayne Gretzky, right, and his wife Janet Jones seen at the premiere of "Red Army" at the Ryerson Theatre during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival on Tuesday, Sept. 9, 2014, in Toronto, Ontario. (Photo by Arthur Mola/Invision/AP) Wayne Gretzky seen at the premiere of "Red Army" at the Ryerson Theatre during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival on Tuesday, Sept. 9, 2014, in Toronto, Ontario. (Photo by Arthur Mola/Invision/AP) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 09: Actress Ye-ri Han attends the 'Haemoo' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 9, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by George Pimentel/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 09: Actress Julianne Moore attends the 'Maps to the Stars' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 9, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 09: Actress Julianne Moore attends the 'Maps to the Stars' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 9, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 09: Actor Robert Pattinson attends the 'Maps to the Stars' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 9, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 09: Actress Julianne Moore attends the 'Maps to the Stars' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 9, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 09: Actor Robert Pattinson attends the 'Maps to the Stars' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 9, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 09: Actor Robert Pattinson attends the 'Maps to the Stars' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 9, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 09: Actress Sarah Gadon attends the 'Maps to the Stars' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 9, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) Keira Knightley attends the premiere of "The Imitation Game" on day 6 of the Toronto International Film Festival at the TIFF Bell Lightbox on Tuesday, Sept. 9, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Matthew Goode attends the premiere of "The Imitation Game" on day 6 of the Toronto International Film Festival at the TIFF Bell Lightbox on Tuesday, Sept. 9, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Matthew Goode, left, and Sophie Dymoke attend the premiere of "The Imitation Game" on day 6 of the Toronto International Film Festival at the TIFF Bell Lightbox on Tuesday, Sept. 9, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 09: Actor Benedict Cumberbatch attends 'The Imitation Game' Premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Princess of Wales Theatre on September 9, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 09: Actor Benedict Cumberbatch attends 'The Imitation Game' Premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Princess of Wales Theatre on September 9, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 09: Actor Benedict Cumberbatch attends 'The Imitation Game' Premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Princess of Wales Theatre on September 9, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 09: Actor Benedict Cumberbatch attends 'The Imitation Game' Premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Princess of Wales Theatre on September 9, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 09: Actress Keira Knightley attends 'The Imitation Game' Premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Princess of Wales Theatre on September 9, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 09: Actress Keira Knightley attends 'The Imitation Game' Premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Princess of Wales Theatre on September 9, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 09: Actor Benedict Cumberbatch attends 'The Imitation Game' Premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Princess of Wales Theatre on September 9, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 09: Actress Keira Knightley attends 'The Imitation Game' Premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Princess of Wales Theatre on September 9, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 09: Actress Keira Knightley signs autographs for fans at 'The Imitation Game' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Princess of Wales Theatre on September 9, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by George Pimentel/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 09: Actor Benedict Cumberbatch attends 'The Imitation Game' Premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Princess of Wales Theatre on September 9, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 09: Actress Keira Knightley attends 'The Imitation Game' Premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Princess of Wales Theatre on September 9, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 09: Actress Keira Knightley attends 'The Imitation Game' Premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Princess of Wales Theatre on September 9, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 09: Actor Benedict Cumberbatch attends 'The Imitation Game' Premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Princess of Wales Theatre on September 9, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) Benedict Cumberbatch attends the premiere of "The Imitation Game" on day 6 of the Toronto International Film Festival at the TIFF Bell Lightbox on Tuesday, Sept. 9, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Keira Knightley attends the premiere of "The Imitation Game" on day 6 of the Toronto International Film Festival at the TIFF Bell Lightbox on Tuesday, Sept. 9, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Benedict Cumberbatch attends the premiere of "The Imitation Game" on day 6 of the Toronto International Film Festival at the TIFF Bell Lightbox on Tuesday, Sept. 9, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Benedict Cumberbatch attends the premiere of "The Imitation Game" on day 6 of the Toronto International Film Festival at the TIFF Bell Lightbox on Tuesday, Sept. 9, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 08: Actor Channing Tatum attends the 'Foxcatcher' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 8, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Leonard Adam/WireImage) Actor Andrew Garfield and actress Laura Dern seen at the premiere of "99 Homes" at the Princess of Wales Theatre during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival on Monday, Sept. 8, 2014, in Toronto, Ontario. (Photo by Arthur Mola/Invision/AP) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 08: Rapper Lil Jon attends the Premiere After-Party For Ramin Bahrani's Film '99 Homes' during Toronto International Film Festival at America Restaurant on September 8, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Leonard Adam/WireImage) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 08: Actor Andrew Garfield attends the Premiere After-Party For Ramin Bahrani's Film '99 Homes' during Toronto International Film Festival at America Restaurant on September 8, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Leonard Adam/WireImage) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 08: Actor Andrew Garfield attends the Premiere After-Party For Ramin Bahrani's Film '99 Homes' during Toronto International Film Festival at America Restaurant on September 8, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Leonard Adam/WireImage) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 08: Actor Michael Shannon attends the Premiere After-Party For Ramin Bahrani's Film '99 Homes' during Toronto International Film Festival at America Restaurant on September 8, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Leonard Adam/WireImage) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 08: Actress Laura Dern attends the Premiere After-Party For Ramin Bahrani's Film '99 Homes' during Toronto International Film Festival at America Restaurant on September 8, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Leonard Adam/WireImage) Actress Reese Witherspoon attends the "Wild" premiere at Roy Thomson Hall during the Toronto International Film Festival on Monday, Sept. 8, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Actress Reese Witherspoon attends the "Wild" premiere at Roy Thomson Hall during the Toronto International Film Festival on Monday, Sept. 8, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Actress Reese Witherspoon attends the "Wild" premiere at Roy Thomson Hall during the Toronto International Film Festival on Monday, Sept. 8, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Brit Marling attends the premiere of "The Keeping Room" on day 5 of the Toronto International Film Festival at the TIFF Bell Lightbox on Monday, Sept. 8, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Chris Pizzello/Invision/AP) Brit Marling attends the premiere of "The Keeping Room" on day 5 of the Toronto International Film Festival at the TIFF Bell Lightbox on Monday, Sept. 8, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Chris Pizzello/Invision/AP) Hailee Steinfeld attends the premiere of "The Keeping Room" on day 5 of the Toronto International Film Festival at the TIFF Bell Lightbox on Monday, Sept. 8, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Chris Pizzello/Invision/AP) Brit Marling and from left, Muna Otaru and Hailee Steinfeld attend the premiere of "The Keeping Room" on day 5 of the Toronto International Film Festival at the TIFF Bell Lightbox on Monday, Sept. 8, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Chris Pizzello/Invision/AP) Actress Reese Witherspoon attends the 'Wild' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 8, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) Actress Reese Witherspoon attends the 'Wild' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 8, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 08: Actress Kate Bosworth attends the 'Still Alice' Premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Winter Garden Theatre on September 8, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Philip Cheung/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 08: Actress Kate Bosworth attends the 'Still Alice' Premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Winter Garden Theatre on September 8, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Philip Cheung/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 08: Actor Channing Tatum attends the 'Foxcatcher' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 8, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Tommaso Boddi/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 08: Actor Channing Tatum attends the 'Foxcatcher' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 8, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Tommaso Boddi/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 08: Actor Channing Tatum attends the 'Foxcatcher' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 8, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Tommaso Boddi/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 08: Actress Kate Bosworth attends the 'Still Alice' Premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Winter Garden Theatre on September 8, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Philip Cheung/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 08: Actors Julianne Moore (L) and Kate Bosworth (R) attend the 'Still Alice' Premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Winter Garden Theatre on September 8, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Philip Cheung/Getty Images) Screenwriter/Director Jon Stewart seen at the Premiere of "Rosewater" at 2014 TIFF on Monday, Sep 8, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Eric Charbonneau/Invision for Open Road Films/AP Images) Gael Garcia Bernal seen at the Premiere of "Rosewater" at 2014 TIFF on Monday, Sep 8, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Eric Charbonneau/Invision for Open Road Films/AP Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 08: Actress Sunrise Coigney (L) and actor Mark Ruffalo attend the 'Foxcatcher' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 8, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Tommaso Boddi/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 08: Actress Sunrise Coigney (L) and actor Mark Ruffalo attend the 'Foxcatcher' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 8, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Tommaso Boddi/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 08: Actor Steve Carell attends the 'Foxcatcher' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 8, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Tommaso Boddi/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 08: Actor Steve Carell attends the 'Foxcatcher' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 8, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Tommaso Boddi/Getty Images) Julianne Moore attends the premiere for "Still Alice" on day 5 of the Toronto International Film Festival at the Winter Garden Theatre on Monday, Sept. 8, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Chris Pizzello/Invision/AP) Julianne Moore attends the premiere for "Still Alice" on day 5 of the Toronto International Film Festival at the Winter Garden Theatre on Monday, Sept. 8, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Chris Pizzello/Invision/AP) Julianne Moore, left, and Kate Bosworth attend the premiere for "Still Alice" on day 5 of the Toronto International Film Festival at the Winter Garden Theatre on Monday, Sept. 8, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Chris Pizzello/Invision/AP) Julianne Moore attends the premiere for "Still Alice" on day 5 of the Toronto International Film Festival at the Winter Garden Theatre on Monday, Sept. 8, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Chris Pizzello/Invision/AP) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 08: Actress Jennifer Aniston attends the premiere of 'Cake' at The Elgin at the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival on September 8, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by J. Countess/WireImage) Actor Justin Theroux attends the "Cake" premiere at The Elgin Theatre during the Toronto International Film Festival on Monday, Sept. 8, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Actress Jennifer Aniston attends the "Cake" premiere at The Elgin Theatre during the Toronto International Film Festival on Monday, Sept. 8, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Actors Sam Worthington, left, and Jennifer Aniston attend the "Cake" premiere at The Elgin Theatre during the Toronto International Film Festival on Monday, Sept. 8, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Actress Jennifer Aniston attends the "Cake" premiere at The Elgin Theatre during the Toronto International Film Festival on Monday, Sept. 8, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Actress Jennifer Aniston attends the "Cake" premiere at The Elgin Theatre during the Toronto International Film Festival on Monday, Sept. 8, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Actress Anna Kendrick attends the "Cake" premiere at The Elgin Theatre during the Toronto International Film Festival on Monday, Sept. 8, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Actress Anna Kendrick attends the "Cake" premiere at The Elgin Theatre during the Toronto International Film Festival on Monday, Sept. 8, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Actress Anna Kendrick attends the "Cake" premiere at The Elgin Theatre during the Toronto International Film Festival on Monday, Sept. 8, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Actress Anna Kendrick attends 'The Last Five Years' Premiere at Ryerson Theatre during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival on September 7, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by J. Countess/WireImage) Actress Anna Kendrick attends 'The Last Five Years' Premiere at Ryerson Theatre during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival on September 7, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by J. Countess/WireImage) Actress Anna Kendrick attends 'The Last Five Years' Premiere at Ryerson Theatre during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival on September 7, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by J. Countess/WireImage) Actress Anna Kendrick attends 'The Last Five Years' Premiere at Ryerson Theatre during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival on September 7, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by J. Countess/WireImage) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 07: Actor Paul Dano and actress Elizabeth Banks attends the 'Love & Mercy' premiere at the Toronto International Film Festival at The Elgin on September 7, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Dominik Magdziak Photography/WireImage) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 07: Actress Elizabeth Banks attends the 'Love & Mercy' premiere at the Toronto International Film Festival at The Elgin on September 7, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Dominik Magdziak Photography/WireImage) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 07: Actor Simon Pegg (L) and actress Rosamund Pike attend the 'Hector And The Search For Happiness' premiere at the Toronto International Film Festival at Winter Garden Theatre on September 7, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Dominik Magdziak Photography/WireImage) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 07: Actor Simon Pegg (L) and actress Rosamund Pike attend the 'Hector And The Search For Happiness' premiere at the Toronto International Film Festival at Winter Garden Theatre on September 7, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Dominik Magdziak Photography/WireImage) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 07: Actress Rosamund Pike attends the 'Hector And The Search For Happiness' premiere at the Toronto International Film Festival at Winter Garden Theatre on September 7, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Dominik Magdziak Photography/WireImage) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 07: Actress Jena Malone attends the 'Time Out of Mind' premiere at the Toronto International Film Festival at The Elgin on September 7, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Dominik Magdziak Photography/WireImage) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 07: Producer Lawrence Inglee and actress Jena Malone attend the 'Time Out of Mind' premiere at the Toronto International Film Festival at The Elgin on September 7, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Dominik Magdziak Photography/WireImage) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 07: Actress Jena Malone attends the 'Time Out of Mind' premiere at the Toronto International Film Festival at The Elgin on September 7, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Dominik Magdziak Photography/WireImage) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 07: Actress Jena Malone attends the 'Time Out of Mind' premiere at the Toronto International Film Festival at The Elgin on September 7, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Dominik Magdziak Photography/WireImage) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 07: Actress Maika Monroe attends the 'It Follows' premiere at the Toronto International Film Festival at Ryerson Theatre on September 7, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Dominik Magdziak Photography/WireImage) Ming Zhao seen at Moet & Chandon Hosted Relativity and eOne's "Hector and the Search for Happiness" at Michael's on Simcoe on Sunday, Sep. 7, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Eric Charbonneau/Invision for Relativity Media/AP Images) Actress Melissa Leo attends "The Equalizer" premiere at Roy Thomson Hall during the Toronto International Film Festival on Sunday, Sept. 7, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Actress Chloe Grace Moretz attends "The Equalizer" premiere at Roy Thomson Hall during the Toronto International Film Festival on Sunday, Sept. 7, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Actress Chloe Grace Moretz attends "The Equalizer" premiere at Roy Thomson Hall during the Toronto International Film Festival on Sunday, Sept. 7, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Actress Chloe Grace Moretz attends "The Equalizer" premiere at Roy Thomson Hall during the Toronto International Film Festival on Sunday, Sept. 7, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Pauletta Pearson Washington and Denzel Washington seen at Columbia Pictures Premiere of "The Equalizer" at 2014 TIFF on Sunday, Sep. 7, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Eric Charbonneau/Invision for Sony Pictures/AP Images) Denzel Washington seen at Columbia Pictures Premiere of "The Equalizer" at 2014 TIFF on Sunday, Sep. 7, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Eric Charbonneau/Invision for Sony Pictures/AP Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 07: Actress Jessica Chastain attends the 'Miss Julie' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Winter Garden Theatre on September 7, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by George Pimentel/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 07: Actor Omar Sy and Helen Sy attend the 'Samba' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 7, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jemal Countess/Getty Images) Eddie Redmayne and Felicity Jones seen at "The Theory of Everything" World Premiere at 2014 TIFF on Sunday, Sep. 7, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Alexandra Wyman/Invision for Focus Features/AP Images) Haley Bennett seen at Columbia Pictures Premiere of "The Equalizer" at 2014 TIFF on Sunday, Sep. 7, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Eric Charbonneau/Invision for Sony Pictures/AP Images) Felicity Jones seen at "The Theory of Everything" World Premiere at 2014 TIFF on Sunday, Sep. 7, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Alexandra Wyman/Invision for Focus Features/AP Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 07: Actress Jessica Chastain attends the 'Miss Julie' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Winter Garden Theatre on September 7, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Angela Weiss/WireImage) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 07: Actress Jessica Chastain attends the 'Miss Julie' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Winter Garden Theatre on September 7, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Angela Weiss/WireImage) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 07: Actor Corey Stoll attends the 'This Is Where I Leave You' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 7, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by George Pimentel/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 07: Actor Corey Stoll attends the 'This Is Where I Leave You' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 7, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by George Pimentel/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 07: Actor Adam Driver attends the 'This Is Where I Leave You' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 7, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 07: Actors Jason Bateman and Amanda Anka attend the 'This Is Where I Leave You' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 7, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 07: Actor Jason Bateman attends the 'This Is Where I Leave You' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 7, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 07: Actor Corey Stoll attends the 'This Is Where I Leave You' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 7, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by George Pimentel/Getty Images) Actor Richard Gere seen at the "Time Out Of Mind" premiere at the Elgin Theatre during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival on Sunday, Sept. 7, 2014, in Toronto, Ontario. (Photo by Arthur Mola/Invision/AP) Actress Jena Malone seen at the "Time Out Of Mind" premiere at the Elgin Theatre during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival on Sunday, Sept. 7, 2014, in Toronto, Ontario. (Photo by Arthur Mola/Invision/AP) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 07: Actors Eddie Redmayne and Felicity Jones attend 'The Theory Of Everything' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Princess of Wales Theatre on September 7, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Alberto E. Rodriguez/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 07: Actor Eddie Redmayne attends 'The Theory Of Everything' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Princess of Wales Theatre on September 7, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Alberto E. Rodriguez/Getty Images) Felicity Jones attends the premiere for "The Theory of Everything" on day 4 of the Toronto International Film Festival at the TIFF Bell Lightbox on Sunday, Sept. 7, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Chris Pizzello/Invision/AP) Abigail Spencer seen at Warner Bros. "This is Where I Leave You" Premiere at 2014 TIFF on Sunday, Sep. 7, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Eric Charbonneau/Invision for Warner Bros./AP Images) Felicity Jones attends the premiere for "The Theory of Everything" on day 4 of the Toronto International Film Festival at the TIFF Bell Lightbox on Sunday, Sept. 7, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Chris Pizzello/Invision/AP) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 07: Actress Jessica Chastain attends the 'Miss Julie' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Winter Garden Theatre on September 7, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by George Pimentel/Getty Images) Nadia Bowers and Corey Stoll seen at Warner Bros. "The Good Lie" Premiere at 2014 TIFF on Sunday, Sep. 7, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Eric Charbonneau/Invision for Warner Bros./AP Images) Jessica Chastain arrives at the premiere of "Miss Julie" on day 4 of the Toronto International Film Festival at the Winter Garden Theatre on Sunday, Sept. 7, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Tina Fey seen at Warner Bros. "This is Where I Leave You" Premiere at 2014 TIFF on Sunday, Sep. 7, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Eric Charbonneau/Invision for Warner Bros./AP Images) Ben Schwartz seen at Warner Bros. "This is Where I Leave You" Premiere at 2014 TIFF on Sunday, Sep. 7, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Eric Charbonneau/Invision for Warner Bros./AP Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 07: Actress Charlotte Gainsbourg attends the 'Samba' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 7, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jemal Countess/Getty Images) Jane Fonda seen at Warner Bros. "This is Where I Leave You" Premiere at 2014 TIFF on Sunday, Sep. 7, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Eric Charbonneau/Invision for Warner Bros./AP Images) Jane Fonda seen at Warner Bros. "This is Where I Leave You" Premiere at 2014 TIFF on Sunday, Sep. 7, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Eric Charbonneau/Invision for Warner Bros./AP Images) Connie Britton seen at Warner Bros. "This is Where I Leave You" Premiere at 2014 TIFF on Sunday, Sep. 7, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Eric Charbonneau/Invision for Warner Bros./AP Images) Connie Britton seen at Warner Bros. "This is Where I Leave You" Premiere at 2014 TIFF on Sunday, Sep. 7, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Eric Charbonneau/Invision for Warner Bros./AP Images) Eddie Redmayne attends the premiere for "The Theory of Everything" on day 4 of the Toronto International Film Festival at the TIFF Bell Lightbox on Sunday, Sept. 7, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Chris Pizzello/Invision/AP) Tina Fey seen at Warner Bros. "This is Where I Leave You" Premiere at 2014 TIFF on Sunday, Sep. 7, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Eric Charbonneau/Invision for Warner Bros./AP Images) Reese Witherspoon seen at Warner Bros. "The Good Lie" Premiere at 2014 TIFF on Sunday, Sep. 7, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Eric Charbonneau/Invision for Warner Bros./AP Images) Reese Witherspoon seen at Warner Bros. "The Good Lie" Premiere at 2014 TIFF on Sunday, Sep. 7, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Eric Charbonneau/Invision for Warner Bros./AP Images) Reese Witherspoon seen at Warner Bros. "The Good Lie" Premiere at 2014 TIFF on Sunday, Sep. 7, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Eric Charbonneau/Invision for Warner Bros./AP Images) EXCLUSIVE - Anthony Mackie seen at the Bungalow 8 Pop-Up at the Thompson Hotel on Saturday, September 6, 2014, in Toronto, ON. (Photo by Ryan Emberley/Invision for NKPR/AP Images) Nelly Furtado arrives at the premiere of "The Good Lie" on day 4 of the Toronto International Film Festival at the Elgin Theatre on Sunday, Sept. 7, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Corey Stoll arrives at the premiere of "The Good Lie" on day 4 of the Toronto International Film Festival at the Elgin Theatre on Sunday, Sept. 7, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Kuoth Wiel and Arnold Oceng seen at Warner Bros. "The Good Lie" Premiere at 2014 TIFF on Sunday, Sep. 7, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Eric Charbonneau/Invision for Warner Bros./AP Images) Kuoth Wiel seen at Warner Bros. "The Good Lie" Premiere at 2014 TIFF on Sunday, Sep. 7, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Eric Charbonneau/Invision for Warner Bros./AP Images) Actor Benedict Cumberbatch attends the Hollywood Foreign Press Association and InStyle party at the Windsor Arms Hotel during the Toronto International Film Festival on Saturday, Sept. 6, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 07: Actress Connie Britton attends the Variety Studio presented by Moroccanoil at Holt Renfrew during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival on September 7, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Michael Buckner/Getty Images for Variety) IMAGE DISTRIBUTED FOR NKPR - Lacey Chabert seen at the Bungalow 8 Pop-Up at the Thompson Hotel on Saturday, September 6, 2014, in Toronto, ON. (Photo by Ryan Emberley/Invision for NKPR/AP Images) Zhou Dongyu attends the press conference for "Breakup Buddies" on day 4 of the Toronto International Film Festival at the TIFF Bell Lightbox on Sunday, Sept. 7, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Ma Su attends the press conference for "Breakup Buddies" on day 4 of the Toronto International Film Festival at the TIFF Bell Lightbox on Sunday, Sept. 7, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 07: Actress Jena Malone attends the Variety Studio presented by Moroccanoil at Holt Renfrew during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival on September 7, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Michael Buckner/Getty Images for Variety) Actor Paul Dano and girlfriend Zoe Kazan attend the Hollywood Foreign Press Association and InStyle party at the Windsor Arms Hotel during the Toronto International Film Festival on Saturday, Sept. 6, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Actress Salma Hayek attends the Hollywood Foreign Press Association and InStyle party at the Windsor Arms Hotel during the Toronto International Film Festival on Saturday, Sept. 6, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Actor Eddie Redmayne attends the Hollywood Foreign Press Association and InStyle party at the Windsor Arms Hotel during the Toronto International Film Festival on Saturday, Sept. 6, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Actress Salma Hayek attends the Hollywood Foreign Press Association and InStyle party at the Windsor Arms Hotel during the Toronto International Film Festival on Saturday, Sept. 6, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Actor Robert Downey Jr. and wife Susan Downey attend the Hollywood Foreign Press Association and InStyle party at the Windsor Arms Hotel during the Toronto International Film Festival on Saturday, Sept. 6, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Actor Zachary Levi attends the Hollywood Foreign Press Association and InStyle party at the Windsor Arms Hotel during the Toronto International Film Festival on Saturday, Sept. 6, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Actor Jake Gyllenhaal attends the Hollywood Foreign Press Association and InStyle party at the Windsor Arms Hotel during the Toronto International Film Festival on Saturday, Sept. 6, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Actor Benedict Cumberbatch attends the Hollywood Foreign Press Association and InStyle party at the Windsor Arms Hotel during the Toronto International Film Festival on Saturday, Sept. 6, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Actress Jessica Chastain attends the Hollywood Foreign Press Association and InStyle party at the Windsor Arms Hotel during the Toronto International Film Festival on Saturday, Sept. 6, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Actress Jessica Chastain attends the Hollywood Foreign Press Association and InStyle party at the Windsor Arms Hotel during the Toronto International Film Festival on Saturday, Sept. 6, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Actors Mark Ruffalo and Naomi Watts attend the Hollywood Foreign Press Association and InStyle party at the Windsor Arms Hotel during the Toronto International Film Festival on Saturday, Sept. 6, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Actress Naomi Watts attends the Hollywood Foreign Press Association and InStyle party at the Windsor Arms Hotel during the Toronto International Film Festival on Saturday, Sept. 6, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Director Jon Stewart attends the Hollywood Foreign Press Association and InStyle party at the Windsor Arms Hotel during the Toronto International Film Festival on Saturday, Sept. 6, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Actress Jena Malone attends the Hollywood Foreign Press Association and InStyle party at the Windsor Arms Hotel during the Toronto International Film Festival on Saturday, Sept. 6, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Actress Noomi Rapace attends the Hollywood Foreign Press Association and InStyle party at the Windsor Arms Hotel during the Toronto International Film Festival on Saturday, Sept. 6, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Janet Jones Gretzky, a cast member in "The Sound and the Fury," poses with her husband, pro hockey great Wayne Gretzky, at the premiere of the film at Ryerson Theatre during the Toronto International Film Festival on Saturday, Sept. 6, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Chris Pizzello/Invision/AP) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actor Sam Claflin attends 'The Riot Club' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 6, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actor Max Irons attends 'The Riot Club' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 6, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actor Max Irons attends 'The Riot Club' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 6, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actor Douglas Booth attends 'The Riot Club' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 6, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by George Pimentel/WireImage) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actor Douglas Booth attends 'The Riot Club' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 6, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by George Pimentel/WireImage) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actor Douglas Booth attends 'The Riot Club' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 6, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by George Pimentel/WireImage) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actor Sam Claflin attends 'The Riot Club' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 6, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by George Pimentel/WireImage) Felicity Jones arrives at The Hollywood Reporter celebration for the Breakthrough in Film Award honorees at TIFF at the Thompson Hotel on Saturday, Sept. 6, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Ryan Emberley/Invision for The Hollywood Reporter/AP Images) Eddie Redmayne arrives at The Hollywood Reporter celebration for the Breakthrough in Film Award honorees at TIFF at the Thompson Hotel on Saturday, Sept. 6, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Ryan Emberley/Invision for The Hollywood Reporter/AP Images) Muna Otaru arrives at The Hollywood Reporter celebration for the Breakthrough in Film Award honorees at TIFF at the Thompson Hotel on Saturday, Sept. 6, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Ryan Emberley/Invision for The Hollywood Reporter/AP Images) Felicity Jones arrives at The Hollywood Reporter celebration for the Breakthrough in Film Award honorees at TIFF at the Thompson Hotel on Saturday, Sept. 6, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Ryan Emberley/Invision for The Hollywood Reporter/AP Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actress/Model Cara Delevingne attends 'The Face Of An Angel' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Winter Garden Theatre on September 6, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by George Pimentel/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actress/Model Cara Delevingne attends 'The Face Of An Angel' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Winter Garden Theatre on September 6, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by George Pimentel/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actress/Model Cara Delevingne attends 'The Face Of An Angel' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Winter Garden Theatre on September 6, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by George Pimentel/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: (L-R) Director Michael Winterbottom, actors Cara Delevingne, Kate Beckinsale, Daniel Bruhl and producer Melissa Parmenter attend 'The Face Of An Angel' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Winter Garden Theatre on September 6, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by George Pimentel/Getty Images) Chloe Grace Moretz seen at Warner Bros. Pictures/Dolce&Gabbana cocktail party hosted by Sue Kroll and Greg Silverman at the Toronto International Film Festival on Saturday, Sept. 6, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Eric Charbonneau/Invision for Warner Bros./AP Images) Ola Rapace and Noomi Rapace seen at Warner Bros. Pictures/Dolce&Gabbana cocktail party hosted by Sue Kroll and Greg Silverman at the Toronto International Film Festival on Saturday, Sept. 6, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Eric Charbonneau/Invision for Warner Bros./AP Images) Noomi Rapace seen at Warner Bros. Pictures/Dolce&Gabbana cocktail party hosted by Sue Kroll and Greg Silverman at the Toronto International Film Festival on Saturday, Sept. 6, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Eric Charbonneau/Invision for Warner Bros./AP Images) Actress Amanda Seyfried attends the "While We're Young" premiere during the Toronto International Film Festival on Saturday, Sept. 6, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actress Kate Beckinsale attends 'The Face Of An Angel' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Winter Garden Theatre on September 6, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by George Pimentel/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actress and model Cara Delevingne attends 'The Face Of An Angel' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Winter Garden Theatre on September 6, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by George Pimentel/Getty Images) Actors Adam Driver and Greta Gerwig attend the "While We're Young" premiere during the Toronto International Film Festival on Saturday, Sept. 6, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actor Bill Nighy attends the Toronto International Film Festival screening and after party for 'Pride' at The Elgin on September 6, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Phillip Chin/Getty Images for CBS Films) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actress Kate Beckinsale attends 'The Face Of An Angel' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Winter Garden Theatre on September 6, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by George Pimentel/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actress Kate Beckinsale attends 'The Face Of An Angel' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Winter Garden Theatre on September 6, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by George Pimentel/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actor Daniel Bruhl attends 'The Face Of An Angel' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Winter Garden Theatre on September 6, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by George Pimentel/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actors Kate Beckinsale and Daniel Bruhl attend 'The Face Of An Angel' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Winter Garden Theatre on September 6, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by George Pimentel/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actress Kate Beckinsale attends 'The Face Of An Angel' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Winter Garden Theatre on September 6, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by George Pimentel/Getty Images) Kuoth Wiel seen at Warner Bros. Pictures/Dolce&Gabbana cocktail party hosted by Sue Kroll and Greg Silverman at the Toronto International Film Festival on Saturday, Sept. 6, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Eric Charbonneau/Invision for Warner Bros./AP Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actress Naomi Watts attends the 'While We're Young' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Princess of Wales Theatre on September 6, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) Actor Ben Stiller attends the "While We're Young" premiere during the Toronto International Film Festival on Saturday, Sept. 6, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Actress Greta Gerwig attends the "While We're Young" premiere during the Toronto International Film Festival on Saturday, Sept. 6, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Actress Amanda Seyfried attends the "While We're Young" premiere during the Toronto International Film Festival on Saturday, Sept. 6, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Justin Theroux seen at Warner Bros. Pictures/Dolce&Gabbana cocktail party hosted by Sue Kroll and Greg Silverman at the Toronto International Film Festival on Saturday, Sept. 6, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Eric Charbonneau/Invision for Warner Bros./AP Images) Actress Naomi Watts attends the "While We're Young" premiere during the Toronto International Film Festival on Saturday, Sept. 6, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actors Ben Stiller and Naomi Watts attend the 'While We're Young' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Princess of Wales Theatre on September 6, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by George Pimentel/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actress Chloe Grace Moretz attends day 2 of the Variety Studio presented by Moroccanoil at Holt Renfrew during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival on September 6, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Michael Buckner/Getty Images for Variety) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actress Cara Delevingne attends day 2 of the Variety Studio presented by Moroccanoil at Holt Renfrew during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival on September 6, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Michael Buckner/Getty Images for Variety) Actress Amanda Seyfried signs an autograph at the "While We're Young" premiere during the Toronto International Film Festival on Saturday, Sept. 6, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Actress Amanda Seyfried arrives at the "While We're Young" premiere during the Toronto International Film Festival on Saturday, Sept. 6, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actress Jennifer Garner attends the 'Men, Women & Children' Premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Ryerson Theatre on September 6, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Karl Walter/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actress Kaitlyn Dever attends the 'Men, Women & Children' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Ryerson Theatre on September 6, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by George Pimentel/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actor William Peltz and actress Nicola Peltz attends the 'Men, Women & Children' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Ryerson Theatre on September 6, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by George Pimentel/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actor Ansel Elgort attends the 'Men, Women & Children' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Ryerson Theatre on September 6, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by George Pimentel/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actress Rosemarie DeWitt attends the 'Men, Women & Children' Premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Ryerson Theatre on September 6, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Karl Walter/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actress Olivia Crocicchia attends the 'Men, Women & Children' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Ryerson Theatre on September 6, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by George Pimentel/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actress Olivia Crocicchia attends the 'Men, Women & Children' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Ryerson Theatre on September 6, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by George Pimentel/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actress Elena Kampouris attends the 'Men, Women & Children' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Ryerson Theatre on September 6, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by George Pimentel/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actress Olivia Crocicchia attends the 'Men, Women & Children' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Ryerson Theatre on September 6, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Karl Walter/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actress Elena Kampouris attends the 'Men, Women & Children' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Ryerson Theatre on September 6, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by George Pimentel/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actress Katherine C. Hughes attends the 'Men, Women & Children' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Ryerson Theatre on September 6, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Karl Walter/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actress Katherine C. Hughes attends the 'Men, Women & Children' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Ryerson Theatre on September 6, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by George Pimentel/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actress Rosemarie DeWitt attends the 'Men, Women & Children' Premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Ryerson Theatre on September 6, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Karl Walter/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actor Ansel Elgort attends the 'Men, Women & Children' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Ryerson Theatre on September 6, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by George Pimentel/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actress Elena Kampouris attends the 'Men, Women & Children' Premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Ryerson Theatre on September 6, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Karl Walter/Getty Images) Actress Jennifer Garner attends the 'Men, Women & Children' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Ryerson Theatre on September 6, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by George Pimentel/Getty Images) Actress Jennifer Garner attends the 'Men, Women & Children' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Ryerson Theatre on September 6, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by George Pimentel/Getty Images) Actor Anthony Mackie poses at the "Black And White" premiere at Roy Thomson Hall during the Toronto International Film Festival on Saturday, Sept. 6, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Arthur Mola/Invision/AP) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actress Kate Beckinsale attends day 2 of the Variety Studio presented by Moroccanoil at Holt Renfrew during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival on September 6, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Michael Buckner/Getty Images for Variety) Actor Mpho Koaho seen at the "Black And White" premiere at Roy Thomson Hall on Saturday, Sept. 6, 2014, in Toronto, Ontario. (Photo by Arthur Mola/Invision/AP) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actress Cara Delevingne attends day 2 of the Variety Studio presented by Moroccanoil at Holt Renfrew during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival on September 6, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Michael Buckner/Getty Images for Variety) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actor Anthony Mackie greets fans at the 'Black And White' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 6, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Kempin/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actor Anthony Mackie greets fans at the 'Black And White' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 6, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Kempin/Getty Images) Actress Jennifer Garner attends the "Men, Women & Children" press conference during the Toronto International Film Festival on Saturday, Sept. 6, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actress Octavia Spencer attends the 'Black And White' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 6, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Tommaso Boddi/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actor Kevin Costner attends the 'Black And White' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 6, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Tommaso Boddi/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actress Octavia Spencer attends the 'Black And White' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 6, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Tommaso Boddi/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actress QuvenzhanÃ© Wallis attends the 'Kahlil Gibran's The Prophet' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Ryerson Theatre on September 6, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by George Pimentel/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actress Salma Hayek attends the 'Kahlil Gibran's The Prophet' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Ryerson Theatre on September 6, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: (L-R) Mohammad Saeed, actress QuvenzhanÃ© Wallis, Fatima Alremaihi and actress Salma Hayek attend the 'Kahlil Gibran's The Prophet' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Ryerson Theatre on September 6, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Mohammad Saeed (L) and actress Salma Hayek attend the 'Kahlil Gibran's The Prophet' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Ryerson Theatre on September 6, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actress Salma Hayek attends the 'Kahlil Gibran's The Prophet' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Ryerson Theatre on September 6, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Fatima Alremaihi attends the 'Kahlil Gibran's The Prophet' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Ryerson Theatre on September 6, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actress QuvenzhanÃ© Wallis attends the 'Kahlil Gibran's The Prophet' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Ryerson Theatre on September 6, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) Actor Ansel Elgort attends the "Men, Women & Children" press conference during the Toronto International Film Festival on Saturday, Sept. 6, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 05: Actor Bill Murray attends the 'St. Vincent' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Princess of Wales Theatre on September 5, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by George Pimentel/WireImage) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 05: Actor Bill Murray attends the 'St. Vincent' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Princess of Wales Theatre on September 5, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jeff Vespa/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 05: Actor Bill Murray attends the 'St. Vincent' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Princess of Wales Theatre on September 5, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 05: Actor Bill Murray attends the 'St. Vincent' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Princess of Wales Theatre on September 5, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by George Pimentel/WireImage) Morgan Freeman, left, and Diane Keaton arrive at the premiere of "Ruth & Alex" on day 2 of the Toronto International Film Festival at the Princess of Wales Theatre on Friday, Sept. 5, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Chris Pizzello/Invision/AP) Cynthia Nixon arrives at the premiere of "Ruth & Alex" on day 2 of the Toronto International Film Festival at the Princess of Wales Theatre on Friday, Sept. 5, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Chris Pizzello/Invision/AP) Morgan Freeman, left, and Diane Keaton arrive at the premiere of "Ruth & Alex" on day 2 of the Toronto International Film Festival at the Princess of Wales Theatre on Friday, Sept. 5, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Chris Pizzello/Invision/AP) Cynthia Nixon arrives at the premiere of "Ruth & Alex" on day 2 of the Toronto International Film Festival at the Princess of Wales Theatre on Friday, Sept. 5, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Chris Pizzello/Invision/AP) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Director Francois Ozon, actress Anais Demoustier and actor Romain Duris of 'The New Girlfriend' pose at 'The New Girlfriend' Press Conference during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at TIFF Bell Lightbox on September 6, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Ernesto Distefano/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 05: Actor Bill Murray attends the 'St. Vincent' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Princess of Wales Theatre on September 5, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 05: Actress Naomi Watts attends the 'St. Vincent' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Princess of Wales Theatre on September 5, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jeff Vespa/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 05: Actor Rafe Spall, actress Jo Yang, director Morgan Matthews and actor Asa Butterfield attend the 'X+Y' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Ryerson Theatre on September 5, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Sonia Recchia/Getty Images) Producer Jake Gyllenhaal seen at Open Road Films' World Premiere of 'Nightcrawler' at the 2014 TIFF on September 5, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Eric Charbonneau/Invision for Open Road Films/AP Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 05: Actress Naomi Watts attends the 'St. Vincent' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Princess of Wales Theatre on September 5, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jeff Vespa/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 05: Actress Melissa McCarthy attends the 'St. Vincent' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Princess of Wales Theatre on September 5, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jeff Vespa/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 05: Actors Bill Murray and Melissa McCarthy attends the 'St. Vincent' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Princess of Wales Theatre on September 5, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jeff Vespa/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 05: Acotrs Bill Murray and Melissa McCarthy attend the 'St. Vincent' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Princess of Wales Theatre on September 5, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jeff Vespa/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 05: Actress Naomi Watts attends the 'St. Vincent' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Princess of Wales Theatre on September 5, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 05: Actors Bill Murray (L) and Melissa McCarthy attend the 'St. Vincent' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Princess of Wales Theatre on September 5, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 05: Actors Bill Murray (L) and Melissa McCarthy attend the 'St. Vincent' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Princess of Wales Theatre on September 5, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 05: Actor Chris O'Dowd attends the 'St. Vincent' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Princess of Wales Theatre on September 5, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by George Pimentel/WireImage) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 05: Actor Bill Murray greets fans at the 'St. Vincent' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Princess of Wales Theatre on September 5, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by George Pimentel/WireImage) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 05: Actress Naomi Watts attends the 'St. Vincent' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Princess of Wales Theatre on September 5, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by George Pimentel/WireImage) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 05: Actor Bill Murray greets fans at the 'St. Vincent' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Princess of Wales Theatre on September 5, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by George Pimentel/WireImage) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 05: Actress Naomi Watts attends the 'St. Vincent' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Princess of Wales Theatre on September 5, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by George Pimentel/WireImage) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 05: Actress Naomi Watts attends the 'St. Vincent' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Princess of Wales Theatre on September 5, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by George Pimentel/WireImage) Producer Jake Gyllenhaal seen at Open Road Films' World Premiere of 'Nightcrawler' at the 2014 TIFF on September 5, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Eric Charbonneau/Invision for Open Road Films/AP Images) Producer Jake Gyllenhaal seen at Open Road Films' World Premiere of 'Nightcrawler' at the 2014 TIFF on September 5, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Eric Charbonneau/Invision for Open Road Films/AP Images) Producer Jake Gyllenhaal seen at Open Road Films' World Premiere of 'Nightcrawler' at the 2014 TIFF on September 5, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Eric Charbonneau/Invision for Open Road Films/AP Images) Producer Jake Gyllenhaal seen at Open Road Films' World Premiere of 'Nightcrawler' at the 2014 TIFF on September 5, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Eric Charbonneau/Invision for Open Road Films/AP Images) Producer Jake Gyllenhaal seen at Open Road Films' World Premiere of 'Nightcrawler' at the 2014 TIFF on September 5, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Eric Charbonneau/Invision for Open Road Films/AP Images) Rene Russo and Director/Writer Dan Gilroy seen at Open Road Films' World Premiere of 'Nightcrawler' at the 2014 TIFF on September 5, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Eric Charbonneau/Invision for Open Road Films/AP Images) Rene Russo seen at Open Road Films' World Premiere of 'Nightcrawler' at the 2014 TIFF on September 5, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Eric Charbonneau/Invision for Open Road Films/AP Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 05: Actor Kevin McHale attends the 'Boychoir' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 5, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 05: Actor Kevin McHale attends the 'Boychoir' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 5, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by George Pimentel/WireImage) Noomi Rapace arrives at the premiere of "The Drop" on day 2 of the Toronto International Film Festival at the Princess of Wales Theatre on Friday, Sept. 5, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Noomi Rapace arrives at the premiere of "The Drop" on day 2 of the Toronto International Film Festival at the Princess of Wales Theatre on Friday, Sept. 5, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Tom Hardy arrives at the premiere of "The Drop" on day 2 of the Toronto International Film Festival at the Princess of Wales Theatre on Friday, Sept. 5, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Tom Hardy arrives at the premiere of "The Drop" on day 2 of the Toronto International Film Festival at the Princess of Wales Theatre on Friday, Sept. 5, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Tom Hardy arrives at the premiere of "The Drop" on day 2 of the Toronto International Film Festival at the Princess of Wales Theatre on Friday, Sept. 5, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Producer Will Ferrell arrives at the "Welcome to Me" premiere during the Toronto International Film Festival on Friday, Sept. 5, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Producer Will Ferrell arrives at the "Welcome to Me" premiere during the Toronto International Film Festival on Friday, Sept. 5, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Actress Kristen Wiig arrives at the "Welcome to Me" premiere during the Toronto International Film Festival on Friday, Sept. 5, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Actress Kristen Wiig arrives at the "Welcome to Me" premiere during the Toronto International Film Festival on Friday, Sept. 5, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Actress Linda Cardellini arrives at the "Welcome to Me" premiere during the Toronto International Film Festival on Friday, Sept. 5, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Actor Linda Cardellini, left, director Shira Piven and actor Kristen Wiig, right, arrive at the "Welcome to Me" premiere during the Toronto International Film Festival on Friday, Sept. 5, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Actress Kristen Wiig arrives at the "Welcome to Me" premiere during the Toronto International Film Festival on Friday, Sept. 5, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Kristen Wiig at the 2014 Toronto Film Festival for the premiere of "Welcome To Me," Sept. 5, 2014. Kristen Wiig at the 2014 Toronto Film Festival for the premiere of "Welcome To Me," Sept. 5, 2014. Kristen Wiig at the 2014 Toronto Film Festival for the premiere of "Welcome To Me," Sept. 5, 2014. TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 04: Actress Priyanka Chopra attends the 'Mary Kom' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at The Elgin on September 4, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Alberto E. Rodriguez/Getty Images) Priyanka Chopra at the TIFF 2014 premiere of "Mary Kom," Thursday, Sept. 4, 2014. Priyanka Chopra at the TIFF 2014 premiere of "Mary Kom," Thursday, Sept. 4, 2014. Priyanka Chopra at the TIFF 2014 premiere of "Mary Kom," Thursday, Sept. 4, 2014. TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 04: Actress Juliette Binoche and Mongrel Media President and Founder Hussain Amarshi attend the 'Clouds Of Sils Maria' party during the Toronto International Film Festival at the Shangri-La Hotel on September 4, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by George Pimentel/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 04: Victoria Jackman attends the 'Clouds Of Sils Maria' party during the Toronto International Film Festival at the Shangri-La Hotel on September 4, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by George Pimentel/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 04: Actress Sandra Oh (R) and guest attend the 'Clouds Of Sils Maria' party during the Toronto International Film Festival at the Shangri-La Hotel on September 4, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by George Pimentel/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 04: Actress Juliette Binoche attends the 'Clouds Of Sils Maria' party during the Toronto International Film Festival at the Shangri-La Hotel on September 4, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by George Pimentel/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 04: Actress Juliette Binoche attends the 'Clouds Of Sils Maria' party during the Toronto International Film Festival at the Shangri-La Hotel on September 4, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by George Pimentel/Getty Images) Dax Shepard and Kristen Bell seen at Warner Bros.' 'The Judge' Gala Presentation at 2014 TIFF on Thursday, September 4, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Eric Charbonneau/Invision for Warner Bros./AP Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 04: Greta Gerwig arrives at the premiere of held during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival - Day 1 on September 4, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Michael Tran/FilmMagic) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 04: Actress Vera Farmiga attends 'The Judge' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 4, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by George Pimentel/WireImage) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 04: Actress Kristen Bell attends 'The Judge' premiere during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 4, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by George Pimentel/WireImage) Luciana Pedraza and Robert Duvall seen at Warner Bros.' 'The Judge' Gala Presentation at 2014 TIFF on Thursday, September 4, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Eric Charbonneau/Invision for Warner Bros./AP Images) Luciana Pedraza seen at Warner Bros.' 'The Judge' Gala Presentation at 2014 TIFF on Thursday, September 4, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Eric Charbonneau/Invision for Warner Bros./AP Images) Vera Farmiga seen at Warner Bros.' 'The Judge' Gala Presentation at 2014 TIFF on Thursday, September 4, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Eric Charbonneau/Invision for Warner Bros./AP Images) Vera Farmiga seen at Warner Bros.' 'The Judge' Gala Presentation at 2014 TIFF on Thursday, September 4, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Eric Charbonneau/Invision for Warner Bros./AP Images) Vera Farmiga seen at Warner Bros.' 'The Judge' Gala Presentation at 2014 TIFF on Thursday, September 4, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Eric Charbonneau/Invision for Warner Bros./AP Images) Dax Shepard and Kristen Bell seen at Warner Bros.' 'The Judge' Gala Presentation at 2014 TIFF on Thursday, September 4, 2014, in Toronto. (Photo by Eric Charbonneau/Invision for Warner Bros./AP Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 04: Actress Priyanka Chopra attends the guest portrait studio during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at TIFF Bell Lightbox on September 4, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Aaron Harris/WireImage) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 04: Actress Priyanka Chopra attends the guest portrait studio during the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival at TIFF Bell Lightbox on September 4, 2014 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Aaron Harris/WireImage) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 3: Actress Piper Perabo walks the red carpet at this years TIFF gala at the TIFF Bell Lightbox Reitman Square. (Vince Talotta/Toronto Star via Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 3: Actor , Director Al Pacino with (girlfriend) Lucila Sola walk the red carpet at this years TIFF gala at the TIFF Bell Lightbox Reitman Square. (Vince Talotta/Toronto Star via Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 3: Actress Natalie Brown walks the red carpet at this years TIFF gala at the TIFF Bell Lightbox Reitman Square. (Vince Talotta/Toronto Star via Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 3: Actor Anthony Lemke walks the red carpet at this years TIFF gala at the TIFF Bell Lightbox Reitman Square. (Vince Talotta/Toronto Star via Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 3: Actress Amanda Brugel walk the red carpet at this years TIFF gala at the TIFF Bell Lightbox Reitman Square. (Vince Talotta/Toronto Star via Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 3: Actress Kelly Rowan walks the red carpet at this years TIFF gala at the TIFF Bell Lightbox Reitman Square. (Vince Talotta/Toronto Star via Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 3: Actress Sarah Gadon walks the red carpet at this years TIFF gala at the TIFF Bell Lightbox Reitman Square. (Vince Talotta/Toronto Star via Getty Images) Actress Priyanka Chopra poses during the photo call for "Mary Kom" at the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival in Toronto on Thursday, Sept. 4, 2014. THE CANADIAN PRESS/Hannah Yoon Jennifer Aniston poses for a photograph at the gala for the new movie "Life of Crime" during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival in Toronto on Saturday, Sept. 14, 2013. (AP Photo/The Canadian Press, Michelle Siu) Jennifer Aniston poses for a photograph at the gala for the new movie "Life of Crime" during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival in Toronto on Saturday, Sept. 14, 2013. (AP Photo/The Canadian Press, Michelle Siu) Jennifer Aniston poses for a photograph on the red carpet at the gala for the new movie "Life of Crime" during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival in Toronto on Saturday, Sept. 14, 2013. (AP Photo/The Canadian Press, Michelle Siu) Actress Jennifer Aniston attends the news conference for "Life of Crime" on day 10 of the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at the TIFF Bell Lightbox on Saturday, Sept. 14, 2013 in Toronto. (Photo by Arthur Mola/Invision/AP) Emma Thompson, left, and Pierce Brosnan, cast members in "The Love Punch," pose before a press conference for the film on day 8 of the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at the TIFF Bell Lightbox on Thursday, Sept. 12, 2013 in Toronto. (Photo by Chris Pizzello/Invision/AP) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 12: Actors Ryan Kwanten (L) and Sara Canning arrive at 'The Right Kind Of Wrong' Premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 12, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jemal Countess/Getty Images) Emma Thompson, a cast member in "The Love Punch," poses for photographers before a press conference for the film on day 8 of the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at the TIFF Bell Lightbox on Thursday, Sept. 12, 2013 in Toronto. (Photo by Chris Pizzello/Invision/AP) Actress Emma Thompson arrives at the premiere of "The Love Punch" on day 8 of the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on Thursday, Sept. 12, 2013 in Toronto. (Photo by Arthur Mola/Invision/AP) Actress Annette Bening arrives at the premiere of "The Face of Love" on day 8 of the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival in the Visa Screening Room at the Elgin Theatre on Thursday, Sept. 12, 2013, in Toronto. (Photo by Arthur Mola/Invision/AP) Actress Annette Bening arrives at the premiere of "The Face of Love" on day 8 of the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival in the Visa Screening Room at the Elgin Theatre on Thursday, Sept. 12, 2013 in Toronto. (Photo by Arthur Mola/Invision/AP) Actor Pierce Brosnan and Actress Emma Thompson arrive at the premiere of "The Love Punch" on day 8 of the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on Thursday, Sept. 12, 2013 in Toronto. (Photo by Arthur Mola/Invision/AP) Keanu Reeves, left, director and cast member in "Man of Tai Chi," poses with cast member Tiger Hu Chen at the premiere of the film on day 6 of the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at the Ryerson Theatre on Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2013, in Toronto. (Photo by Chris Pizzello/Invision/AP) Actor Joel Edgerton arrives at the premiere of "Felony" on day 6 of the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival in the Visa Screening Room at the Elgin Theatre on Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2013, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Actors Melissa George and Joel Edgerton arrive at the premiere of "Felony" on day 6 of the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival in the Visa Screening Room at the Elgin Theatre on Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2013, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Actress Saoirse Ronan arrives at the premiere of "How I Live Now" on day 6 of the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival in the Visa Screening Room at the Winter Garden Theatre on Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2013, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Actress Saoirse Ronan arrives at the premiere of "How I Live Now" on day 6 of the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival in the Visa Screening Room at the Winter Garden Theatre on Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2013, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Dane DeHaan, a cast member in "Kill Your Darlings," arrives at the premiere of the film on day 6 of the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2013, in Toronto. (Photo by Chris Pizzello/Invision/AP) Daniel Radcliffe, a cast member in "Kill Your Darlings," poses at the premiere of the film on day 6 of the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2013 in Toronto. (Photo by Chris Pizzello/Invision/AP) Jack Huston, a cast member in "Kill Your Darlings," poses at the premiere of the film on day 6 of the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2013, in Toronto. (Photo by Chris Pizzello/Invision/AP) Michael C. Hall, a cast member in "Kill Your Darlings," poses at the premiere of the film on day 6 of the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2013, in Toronto. (Photo by Chris Pizzello/Invision/AP) Scarlett Johansson arrives at the premiere of "Don Jon" on day 6 of the Toronto International Film Festival at The Princess of Wales on Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2013, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Scarlett Johansson arrives at the premiere of "Don Jon" on day 6 of the Toronto International Film Festival at The Princess of Wales on Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2013, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Daniel Radcliffe, left, and Dane DeHaan, cast members in "Kill Your Darlings," pose together at the premiere of the film on day 6 of the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2013 in Toronto. (Photo by Chris Pizzello/Invision/AP) Joseph Gordon-Levitt arrives at the premiere of "Don Jon" on day 6 of the Toronto International Film Festival at The Princess of Wales on Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2013, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Scarlett Johansson, left, and Joseph Gordon-Levitt arrive at the premiere of "Don Jon" on day 6 of the Toronto International Film Festival at The Princess of Wales on Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2013, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Joseph Gordon-Levitt arrives at the premiere of "Don Jon" on day 6 of the Toronto International Film Festival at The Princess of Wales on Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2013, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 10: Actress Julia Roberts and actor Ewan McGregor attend 'August: Osage County' Press Conference during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at TIFF Bell Lightbox on September 10, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 10: Actress Marion Cotillard attends 'Blood Ties' Press Conference during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at TIFF Bell Lightbox on September 10, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) Actress Julia Roberts attends the press conference for "August: Osage County" on day 6 of the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at the TIFF Bell Lightbox on Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2013 in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Actor Ewan McGregor attends the press conference for "August: Osage County" on day 6 of the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at the TIFF Bell Lightbox on Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2013 in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Cast members, from left, Julia Roberts, Abigail Breslin, Juliette Lewis and Julianne Nicholson pose together before the press conference for "August: Osage County" on day 6 of the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at the TIFF Bell Lightbox on Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2013 in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Taylor Swift arrives at the premiere of "Once Chance" on day 5 of the Toronto International Film Festival at the Winter Garden Theatre on Monday, Sept. 9, 2013, in Toronto. (Photo by Arthur Mola/Invision/AP) Taylor Swift arrives at the premiere of "Once Chance" on day 5 of the Toronto International Film Festival at the Winter Garden Theatre on Monday, Sept. 9, 2013, in Toronto. (Photo by Arthur Mola/Invision/AP) Actress Olivia Wilde arrives at the premiere of "Third Person" on day 5 of the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at the Visa Screening Room at the Elgin Theatre on Monday, Sept. 9, 2013, in Toronto. (Photo by Arthur Mola/Invision/AP) Mila Kunis poses on the red carpet at the gala for the new movie "Third Person" during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival in Toronto on Monday, Sept. 9, 2013. (AP Photo/The Canadian Press, Michelle Siu) Actress Scarlett Johansson poses for a photograph on the red carpet at the gala for the new movie " Under The Skin " during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival in Toronto on Monday, Sept. 9, 2013. (AP Photo/The Canadian Press, Nathan Denette) French actress Marion Cotillard arrives at the premiere of "Blood Ties" on day 5 of the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at the Roy Thomson Hall on Monday, Sept. 9, 2013 in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Actress Scarlett Johansson poses for a photograph on the red carpet at the gala for the new movie " Under The Skin " during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival in Toronto on Monday, Sept. 9, 2013. (AP Photo/The Canadian Press, Nathan Denette) Actor Adrien Brody, left, and Actress Olivia Wilde arrive at the premiere of "Third Person" on day 5 of the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at the Visa Screening Room at the Elgin Theatre on Monday, Sept. 9, 2013, in Toronto. (Photo by Arthur Mola/Invision/AP) French actress Marion Cotillard and companion director Guillaume Canet arrive at the premiere of "Blood Ties" on day 5 of the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at the Roy Thomson Hall on Monday, Sept. 9, 2013, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) French actress Marion Cotillard arrives at the premiere of "Blood Ties" on day 5 of the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at the Roy Thomson Hall on Monday, Sept. 9, 2013, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Actress Loan Chabanol arrives at the premiere of "Third Person" on day 5 of the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at the Visa Screening Room at the Elgin Theatre on Monday, Sept. 9, 2013, in Toronto. (Photo by Arthur Mola/Invision/AP) Actress Scarlett Johansson poses for a photograph on the red carpet at the gala for the new movie " Under The Skin " during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival in Toronto on Monday, Sept. 9, 2013. (AP Photo/The Canadian Press, Nathan Denette) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 09: Actress Julia Roberts arrives at the 'August: Osage County' Premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 9, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 09: Actress Julia Roberts arrives at the 'August: Osage County' Premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 9, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 09: Actors Julia Roberts (L) and Dermot Mulroney arrive at the 'August: Osage County' Premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 9, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 09: Actress Julia Roberts arrives at the 'August: Osage County' Premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 9, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) Actress Felicity Jones arrives at the premiere of "The Invisible Woman" on day 5 of the Toronto International Film Festival in the Visa Screening Room at the Elgin Theatre on Monday, Sept. 9, 2013, in Toronto. (Photo by Arthur Mola/Invision/AP) Lupita Nyong'o who stars in the new movie '12 Years a Slave' poses for a photograph on the red carpet at the gala for the new movie "The Invisible Woman" during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival in Toronto on Monday, Sept. 9, 2013. (AP Photo/The Canadian Press, Michelle Siu) Jennifer Morrison arrives at the premiere of "August: Osage County" on day 5 of the Toronto International Film Festival at the Roy Thomson Hall on Monday, Sept. 9, 2013, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Ralph Fiennes poses for a photograph on the red carpet at the gala for the film "The Invisible Woman" during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival in Toronto on Monday, September 9, 2013. (AP Photo/The Canadian Press, Michelle Siu) Actress Juliette Lewis poses for a photograph on the red carpet at the gala for the new movie " August, Osage County " during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival in Toronto on Monday, Sept. 9, 2013. (AP Photo/The Canadian Press, Nathan Denette) Actress Abigail Breslin poses for a photograph on the red carpet at the gala for the film "August, Osage County" during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival in Toronto on Monday, Sept. 9, 2013. (AP Photo/The Canadian Press, Nathan Denette) Actress Abigail Breslin poses for a photograph on the red carpet at the gala for the film "August, Osage County" during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival in Toronto on Monday, Sept. 9, 2013. (AP Photo/The Canadian Press, Nathan Denette) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 09: Actress/ producer Jessica Chastain arrives at the 'The Disappearance Of Eleanor Rigby: Him And Her' Premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at The Elgin on September 9, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Alberto E. Rodriguez/Getty Images) Actress Jessica Chastain, left, and actor James McAvoy arrive at the premiere of "The Disappearance of Eleanor Rigby: Him and Her" on day 5 of the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival in the Visa Screening Room at the Elgin Theatre on Monday, Sept. 9, 2013 in Toronto. (Photo by Arthur Mola/Invision/AP) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 09: Actress/ producer Jessica Chastain arrives at the 'The Disappearance Of Eleanor Rigby: Him And Her' Premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at The Elgin on September 9, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Alberto E. Rodriguez/Getty Images) Actress Jessica Chastain arrives at the premiere of "The Disappearance of Eleanor Rigby: Him and Her" on day 5 of the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival in the Visa Screening Room at the Elgin Theatre on Monday, Sept. 9, 2013 in Toronto. (Photo by Arthur Mola/Invision/AP) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 09: Actress Jessica Chastain (L) and actress Scarlett Johansson attend the Variety Studio at Holt Renfrew during the 2103 Toronto International Film Festival on September 9, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Michael Buckner/Getty Images for Variety) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 09: Actress Jessica Chastain (L) and actor James McAvoy attend the Variety Studio presented by Moroccanoil at Holt Renfrew during the 2103 Toronto International Film Festival on September 9, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Michael Buckner/Getty Images for Variety) Actress Sandra Bullock attends the press conference for "Gravity" on day 5 of the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at the TIFF Bell Lightbox on Monday, Sept. 9, 2013 in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Madalina Ghenea poses at the press conference for "Dom Hemingway" on day 5 of the Toronto International Film Festival at the TIFF Bell Lightbox on Monday, Sept. 9, 2013, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Emilia Clarke poses at the press conference for "Dom Hemingway" on day 5 of the Toronto International Film Festival at the TIFF Bell Lightbox on Monday, Sept. 9, 2013, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Actress Olivia Wilde poses for a photograph on the red carpet at the gala for the new movie "Rush" during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival in Toronto on Sunday, Sept. 8, 2013. (AP Photo/The Canadian Press, Nathan Denette) Colin Firth, a cast member in "Devil's Knot," poses at the premiere of the film on day 4 of the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival in the Visa Screening Room at the Elgin Theatre on Sunday, Sept. 8, 2013 in Toronto. (Photo by Chris Pizzello/Invision/AP) Mireille Enos, a cast member in "Devil's Knot," poses at the premiere of the film on day 4 of the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival in the Visa Screening Room at the Elgin Theatre on Sunday, Sept. 8, 2013 in Toronto. (Photo by Chris Pizzello/Invision/AP) IMAGE DISTRIBUTED FOR FOX SEARCHLIGHT - Jude Law and Emilia Clarke attend the party for Fox Searchlight's Premiere of "Dom Hemmingway" at the Toronto International Film Festival on Sunday, Sept. 8, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Todd Williamson/Invision for Fox Searchlight/AP Images) IMAGE DISTRIBUTED FOR FOX SEARCHLIGHT - Madalina Diana Ghenea attends Fox Searchlight's Premiere of "Dom Hemmingway" at the Toronto International Film Festival on Sunday, Sept. 8, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Todd Williamson/Invision for Fox Searchlight/AP Images) IMAGE DISTRIBUTED FOR FOX SEARCHLIGHT - Emilia Clarke attends Fox Searchlight's Premiere of "Dom Hemmingway" at the Toronto International Film Festival on Sunday, Sept. 8, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Todd Williamson/Invision for Fox Searchlight/AP Images) Actor Daniel Bruhl poses for a photograph on the red carpet at the gala for the new movie "Rush" during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival in Toronto on Sunday, Sept. 8, 2013. (AP Photo/The Canadian Press, Nathan Denette) Actor Chris Hemsworth, left, and his wife Elsa Pataky pose for a photograph on the red carpet at the gala for the new movie "Rush" during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival in Toronto on Sunday, Sept. 8, 2013. (AP Photo/The Canadian Press, Nathan Denette) Actress Olivia Wilde poses for a photograph on the red carpet at the gala for the new movie "Rush" during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival in Toronto on Sunday, Sept. 8, 2013. (AP Photo/The Canadian Press, Nathan Denette) Jesse Eisenberg poses for a photograph on the red carpet at the gala for the new movie "Night Moves" during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival in Toronto on Sunday, Sept. 8, 2013. (AP Photo/The Canadian Press, Michelle Siu) Filmmaker Kelly Reichardt, left, along with actress Dakota Fanning, centre, and actor Jesse Eisenberg, right, pose for a photograph on the red carpet at the gala for the new movie "Night Moves" during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival in Toronto on Sunday, Sept. 8, 2013. (AP Photo/The Canadian Press, Michelle Siu) Actress Olivia Wilde poses for a photograph on the red carpet at the gala for the new movie "Rush" during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival in Toronto on Sunday, Sept. 8, 2013. (AP Photo/The Canadian Press, Nathan Denette) Dakota Fanning poses for a photograph on the red carpet at the gala for the new movie "Night Moves" during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival in Toronto on Sunday, Sept. 8, 2013. (AP Photo/The Canadian Press, Michelle Siu) Dakota Fanning poses for a photograph on the red carpet at the gala for the new movie "Night Moves" during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival in Toronto on Sunday, Sept. 8, 2013. (AP Photo/The Canadian Press, Michelle Siu) IMAGE DISTRIBUTED FOR FOX SEARCHLIGHT - Tom Felton and Jade Olivia attend Fox Searchlight's Premiere of "Belle" at the Toronto International Film Festival on Sunday, Sept. 8, 2013 in Toronto. (Photo by Todd Williamson/Invision for Fox Searchlight/AP Images) Actor Taylor Kitsch poses for a photograph on the red carpet at the gala for the new movie "The Grand Seduction" during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival in Toronto on Sunday, Sept. 8, 2013. (AP Photo/The Canadian Press, Nathan Denette) Sandra Bullock arrives at the premiere of "Gravity" on day 4 of the Toronto International Film Festival at The Princess of Wales Theatre on Sunday, Sept. 8, 2013, in Toronto. (Photo by Chris Pizzello/Invision/AP) Sandra Bullock arrives at the premiere of "Gravity" on day 4 of the Toronto International Film Festival at The Princess of Wales Theatre on Sunday, Sept. 8, 2013, in Toronto. (Photo by Chris Pizzello/Invision/AP) Sandra Bullock arrives at the premiere of "Gravity" on day 4 of the Toronto International Film Festival at The Princess of Wales Theatre on Sunday, Sept. 8, 2013, in Toronto. (Photo by Chris Pizzello/Invision/AP) Actress Sandra Bullock arrives at the premiere of "Gravity" on day 4 of the Toronto International Film Festival at The Princess of Wales Theatre on Sunday, Sept. 8, 2013, in Toronto. (Photo by Chris Pizzello/Invision/AP) Actors Don McKella, left, and Kim Cattrall pose for a photograph on the red carpet at the gala for the new movie "The Grand Seduction" during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival in Toronto on Sunday, Sept. 8, 2013. (AP Photo/The Canadian Press, Nathan Denette) Actress Liane Balaban poses for a photograph on the red carpet at the gala for the new movie "The Grand Seduction" during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival in Toronto on Sunday, Sept. 8, 2013. (AP Photo/The Canadian Press, Nathan Denette) Actress Jennifer Morrison arrives at the premiere of "Gravity" on day 4 of the Toronto International Film Festival at The Princess of Wales Theatre on Sunday, Sept. 8, 2013, in Toronto. (Photo by Chris Pizzello/Invision/AP) From left, director Alfonso Cuaron, actress Sandra Bullock, producer David Heyman and writer Jonas Cuaron arrive at the premiere of "Gravity" on day 4 of the Toronto International Film Festival at The Princess of Wales Theatre on Sunday, Sept. 8, 2013, in Toronto. (Photo by Chris Pizzello/Invision/AP) Actor Jake Gyllenhaal arrives at the premiere of "Enemy" on day 4 of the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at the Ryerson Theatre on Sunday, Sept. 8, 2013 in Toronto. (Photo by Arthur Mola/Invision/AP) Actor Jake Gyllenhaal arrives at the premiere of "Enemy" on day 4 of the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at the Ryerson Theatre on Sunday, Sept. 8, 2013 in Toronto. (Photo by Arthur Mola/Invision/AP) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 08: Actor Daniel Radcliffe attends 'The F Word' Press Conference during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at TIFF Bell Lightbox on September 8, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Alberto E. Rodriguez/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 08: (L-R) Actors Daniel Radcliffe, Zoe Kazan and Adam Driver attend 'The F Word' Press Conference during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at TIFF Bell Lightbox on September 8, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Alberto E. Rodriguez/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 08: Actress Gugu Mbatha-Raw arrives at the 'Belle' Premiere during 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at The Elgin on September 8, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Kempin/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 08: Actor Chiwetel Ejiofor (R) and guest arrive at the 'Half Of A Yellow Sun' Premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at the Winter Garden Theatre on September 8, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jerod Harris/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 08: (L-R) Actress Catherine Keener, director Nicole Holofcener, actress Julia Louis-Dreyfus and actress Toni Collette attend 'Enough Said' Press Conference during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at TIFF Bell Lightbox on September 8, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Alberto E. Rodriguez/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 08: Actor Tom Felton arrives at the 'Belle' Premiere during 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at The Elgin on September 8, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Kempin/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 08: Actor Irrfan Khan arrives at the 'The Lunchbox' Premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 8, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jag Gundu/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 08: Actress Imogen Poots attends Variety Studio Presented by Moroccanoil at Holt Renfrew during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival on September 8, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Michael Buckner/Getty Images for Variety) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 08: Actor Tom Wilkinson arrives at the 'Belle' Premiere during 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at The Elgin on September 8, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Kempin/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 08: La La Anthony attends Variety Studio Presented by Moroccanoil at Holt Renfrew during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival on September 8, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Michael Buckner/Getty Images for Variety) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 08: Actress Emily Watson arrives at the 'Belle' Premiere during 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at The Elgin on September 8, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Kempin/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 08: Novelist Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie arrives at the 'Half Of A Yellow Sun' Premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at the Winter Garden Theatre on September 8, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jerod Harris/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 08: Actress Thandie Newton arrives at the 'Half Of A Yellow Sun' Premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at the Winter Garden Theatre on September 8, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jerod Harris/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 08: (L-R) Actors Anika Noni Rose, Chiwetel Ejiofor and Thandie Newton arrive at the 'Half Of A Yellow Sun' Premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at the Winter Garden Theatre on September 8, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jerod Harris/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 08: Actress Anika Noni Rose arrives at the 'Half Of A Yellow Sun' Premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at the Winter Garden Theatre on September 8, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jerod Harris/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 08: Actress Thandie Newton attends Variety Studio presented by Moroccanoil at Holt Renfrew during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival on September 8, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Michael Buckner/Getty Images for Variety) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 08: (L-R) Actors Anika Noni Rose, Chiwetel Ejiofor and Thandie Newton arrive at the 'Half Of A Yellow Sun' Premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at the Winter Garden Theatre on September 8, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jerod Harris/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 08: Actress Troi Zee attends Variety Studio Presented by Moroccanoil at Holt Renfrew during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival on September 8, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Michael Buckner/Getty Images for Variety) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 08: Actress Genevieve Nnaji arrives at the 'Half Of A Yellow Sun' Premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at the Winter Garden Theatre on September 8, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jerod Harris/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 08: Actress Sophie Kennedy Clark attends Variety Studio Presented by Moroccanoil at Holt Renfrew during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival on September 8, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Michael Buckner/Getty Images for Variety) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 08: Actress Sharon Leal attends Variety Studio Presented by Moroccanoil at Holt Renfrew during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival on September 8, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Michael Buckner/Getty Images for Variety) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 08: Actress Sophie Kennedy Clark arrives at the'Philomena' Premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at the Princess of Wales Theatre on September 8, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Aaron Harris/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 08: Tokini Peterside (L) and Hameed Abubakar arrives at the 'Half Of A Yellow Sun' Premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at the Winter Garden Theatre on September 8, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jerod Harris/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 07: Actor Jared Leto arrives at the 'Dallas Buyers Club' premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Princess of Wales Theatre on September 7, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 08: Helen Ogunbiyi (L) and Labi Ogunbiyi arrive at the 'Half Of A Yellow Sun' Premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at the Winter Garden Theatre on September 8, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jerod Harris/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 07: Actress Jennifer Garner arrives at the 'Dallas Buyers Club' premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Princess of Wales Theatre on September 7, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 07: (L-R) Actors Jennifer Garner, Matthew McConaughey and Jared Leto arrive at the 'Dallas Buyers Club' premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Princess of Wales Theatre on September 7, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 07: Actor Jared Leto arrives at the 'Dallas Buyers Club' premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Princess of Wales Theatre on September 7, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 07: Actor Matthew McConaughey arrives at the 'Dallas Buyers Club' premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Princess of Wales Theatre on September 7, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 07: Actress Jennifer Garner arrives at the 'Dallas Buyers Club' premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Princess of Wales Theatre on September 7, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 07: Documenatry subjects Alice Cooper (L) and Shep Gordon attend the 'Supermensch: The Legend Of Shep Gordon' premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Princess of Wales Theatre on September 7, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Alberto E. Rodriguez/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 07: Actor Jesse Eisneberg, producer Robin C. Fox and producer Amina Dasmal arrive to the premiere of 'The Double' during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Winter Garden Theatre on September 7, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Michael Buckner/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 07: Actress Mia Wasikowska (L) and actor Jesse Eisenberg arrive to the premiere of 'The Double' during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Winter Garden Theatre on September 7, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Michael Buckner/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 07: Director Mike Myers attends the 'Supermensch: The Legend Of Shep Gordon' premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Princess of Wales Theatre on September 7, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Alberto E. Rodriguez/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 07: Actress Mia Wasikowska (L) and actor Jesse Eisenberg arrive to the premiere of 'The Double' during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Winter Garden Theatre on September 7, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Michael Buckner/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 07: Actor Daniel Radcliffe attends the Sony Pictures Classics' cast dinner during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Creme Brasserie on September 7, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Amanda Edwards/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 07: Actor Daniel Radcliffe (L) attends the Sony Pictures Classics' cast dinner during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Creme Brasserie on September 7, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Aaron Harris/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 07: Actor James Van Der Beek attends the 'Labor Day' premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Ryerson Theatre on September 7, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Alberto E. Rodriguez/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 07: Actor Michael C. Hall attends the Sony Pictures Classics' cast dinner during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Creme Brasserie on September 7, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Amanda Edwards/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 07: Director/actor Ralph Fiennes attends the Sony Pictures Classics' cast dinner during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Creme Brasserie on September 7, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Amanda Edwards/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 07: Actress Amy Poehler attends the 'You Are Here' premiere at Ryerson Theatre during 2013 Toronto International Film Festival on September 7, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Alberto E. Rodriguez/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 07: Actress Juliette Binoche attends the 'Words And Pictures' premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 7, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Alberto E. Rodriguez/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 07: Actor Clive Owen (L) and actress Juliette Binoche attend the 'Words And Pictures' premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 7, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Alberto E. Rodriguez/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 07: Actress Marine Vacth attends the Unifrance Party during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival held at Le Germain Hotel on September 7, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Kempin/Getty Images for Unifrance) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 07: Actress Vanessa Paradis arrives at the 'Fading Gigolo' premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Isabel Bader Theatre on September 7, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Michael Buckner/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 07: Actress Eugenia Kuzmina arrives at the 'Fading Gigolo' premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Isabel Bader Theatre on September 7, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Michael Buckner/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 07: Director/actor John Turturro (L) and Actress Vanessa Paradis arrive at the 'Fading Gigolo' premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Isabel Bader Theatre on September 7, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Michael Buckner/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 07: Actress Felicity Jones attends the Sony Pictures Classics' Cast Dinner during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival held at Creme Brasserie on September 7, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Amanda Edwards/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 07: Actor Clive Owen attends the 'Words And Pictures' premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 7, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Alberto E. Rodriguez/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 07: Actor Clive Owen (L) and actress Juliette Binoche attend the 'Words And Pictures' premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 7, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Alberto E. Rodriguez/Getty Images) Kimberly Van Der Beek, left, and James Van Der Beek arrive at the premiere of "Labor Day" on day 3 of the Toronto International Film Festival at the Ryerson Theatre on Saturday, Sept. 7, 2013, in Toronto. (Photo by Todd Williamson/Invision/AP) Jason Reitman, from left, Kate Winslet, Josh Brolin and James Van Der Beek arrive at the premiere of "Labor Day" on day 3 of the Toronto International Film Festival at the Ryerson Theatre on Saturday, Sept. 7, 2013, in Toronto. (Photo by Todd Williamson/Invision/AP) Kate Winslet arrives at the premiere of "Labor Day" on day 3 of the Toronto International Film Festival at the Ryerson Theatre on Saturday, Sept. 7, 2013, in Toronto. (Photo by Todd Williamson/Invision/AP) Kimberly Van Der Beek, left, and James Van Der Beek arrive at the premiere of "Labor Day" on day 3 of the Toronto International Film Festival at the Ryerson Theatre on Saturday, Sept. 7, 2013, in Toronto. (Photo by Todd Williamson/Invision/AP) James Van Der Beek arrives at the premiere of "Labor Day" on day 3 of the Toronto International Film Festival at the Ryerson Theatre on Saturday, Sept. 7, 2013, in Toronto. (Photo by Todd Williamson/Invision/AP) Keira Knightley arrives at the premiere of "Can A Song Save Your life" on day 3 of the Toronto International Film Festival at The Princess of Wales Theatre on Saturday, Sept. 7, 2013, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Keira Knightley arrives at the premiere of "Can A Song Save Your Life" on day 3 of the Toronto International Film Festival at The Princess of Wales Theatre on Saturday, Sept. 7, 2013, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Keira Knightley arrives at the premiere of "Can A Song Save Your Life" on day 3 of the Toronto International Film Festival at The Princess of Wales Theatre on Saturday, Sept. 7, 2013, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Catherine Keener arrives at the premiere of "Can A Song Save Your Life" on day 3 of the Toronto International Film Festival at The Princess of Wales Theatre on Saturday, Sept. 7, 2013, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Catherine Keener arrives at the premiere of "Can A Song Save Your Life" on day 3 of the Toronto International Film Festival at The Princess of Wales Theatre on Saturday, Sept. 7, 2013, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Adam Levine arrives at the premiere of "Can A Song Save Your Life" on day 3 of the Toronto International Film Festival at The Princess of Wales Theatre on Saturday, Sept. 7, 2013, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Kate Winslet poses for a photograph on the red carpet at the gala for the movie "Labor Day" during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival in Toronto on Saturday, Sept. 7, 2013. (AP Photo/The Canadian Press, Chris Young) Kate Winslet poses for a photograph on the red carpet at the gala for the movie "Labor Day" during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival in Toronto on Saturday, Sept. 7, 2013. (AP Photo/The Canadian Press, Chris Young) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 07: Actress Kate Winslet and actor Josh Brolin attends 'Labor Day' Press Conference during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at TIFF Bell Lightbox on September 7, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 07: Actress Felicity Jones attends 'The Invisible Woman' Press Conference during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at TIFF Bell Lightbox on September 7, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 07: Actress Catherine Keener arrives at the 'Enough Said' premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at The Elgin on September 7, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Kempin/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 07: Actress Tracey Fairaway arrives at the 'Enough Said' premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at The Elgin on September 7, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Kempin/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 07: Actor Jeremy Irvine attends 'The Railway Man' Press Conference during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at TIFF Bell Lightbox on September 7, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Matt Cowan/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 07: Actor Tom Felton attends the 'Therese' premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Isabel Bader Theatre on September 7, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Amanda Edwards/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 07: Actress Elizabeth Olsen attends the 'Therese' premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Isabel Bader Theatre on September 7, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Amanda Edwards/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 07: Actress Elizabeth Olsen attends the 'Therese' premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Isabel Bader Theatre on September 7, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Amanda Edwards/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 07: Actress Jessica Lange attends the 'Therese' premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Isabel Bader Theatre on September 7, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Amanda Edwards/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 07: Actress Elizabeth Olsen attends the 'Therese' premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Isabel Bader Theatre on September 7, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Amanda Edwards/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 07: Actor Tom Felton (L) and girlfriend Jade Olivia attend the 'Therese' premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Isabel Bader Theatre on September 7, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Amanda Edwards/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 07: Actress Elizabeth Olsen attends the 'Therese' premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Isabel Bader Theatre on September 7, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Amanda Edwards/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 07: Actor Tom Felton attends the 'Therese' premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Isabel Bader Theatre on September 7, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Amanda Edwards/Getty Images) Kat Steffens arrives at the premiere of "Parkland" on day 2 of the Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on Friday, Sept. 6, 2013, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Amy Poehler poses for a photo on the red carpet at the gala for the new movie "You Are Here" during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival in Toronto on Saturday, Sept. 7, 2013. (AP Photo/The Canadian Press, Michelle Siu) Amy Poehler poses for a photo on the red carpet at the gala for the new movie "You Are Here" during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival in Toronto on Saturday, Sept. 7, 2013. (AP Photo/The Canadian Press, Michelle Siu) IMAGE DISTRIBUTED FOR FOX SEARCHLIGHT - Julia Louis Dreyfus is seen at Fox Searchlight's Premiere of "Enough Said", on Saturday, September 7th, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Todd Williamson/Invision for Fox Searchlight/AP Images) Laura Ramsey, left, and Amy Poehler talk on the red carpet at the gala for the new movie "You Are Here" during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival in Toronto on Saturday, Sept. 7, 2013. (AP Photo/The Canadian Press, Michelle Siu) IMAGE DISTRIBUTED FOR FOX SEARCHLIGHT - Toni Collette and Julia Louis Dreyfus are seen at Fox Searchlight's Premiere of "Enough Said", on Saturday, September 7th, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Todd Williamson/Invision for Fox Searchlight/AP Images) Actors Jake Gyllenhaal (L) and Hugh Jackman arrive at the 'Prisoners' premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at The Elgin on September 6, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by George Pimentel/WireImage) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actor Hugh Jackman arrives at the 'Prisoners' premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at The Elgin on September 6, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actor Jake Gyllenhaal arrives at the 'Prisoners' Premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival held at The Elgin on September 6, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) IMAGE DISTRIBUTED FOR WARNER BROS. - Maria Bello and Hugh Jackman seen at Warner Bros. 'Prisoners' Premiere at 2013 TIFF presented by Audi, on Friday, Sep, 6, 2013 in Toronto. (Photo by Eric Charbonneau/Invision for Warner Bros. Pictures/AP Images) Tom Welling poses for a photograph on the red carpet at the gala for the new movie "Parkland" during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival in Toronto on Friday, Sept. 6, 2013. (AP Photo/The Canadian Press, Frank Gunn) IMAGE DISTRIBUTED FOR WARNER BROS. - Jake Gyllenhaal seen at Warner Bros. 'Prisoners' Premiere at 2013 TIFF presented by Audi, on Friday, Sep, 6, 2013 in Toronto. (Photo by Eric Charbonneau/Invision for Warner Bros. Pictures/AP Images) Bitsie Tulloch poses for a photograph on the red carpet at the gala for the new movie "Parkland" during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival in Toronto on Friday, Sept. 6, 2013. (AP Photo/The Canadian Press, Frank Gunn) Kat Steffens poses for a photograph on the red carpet at the gala for the new movie "Parkland" during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival in Toronto on Friday, Sept. 6, 2013. (AP Photo/The Canadian Press, Frank Gunn) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actor Jeremy Irvine arrives at 'The Railway Man' Premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 6, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Alberto E. Rodriguez/Getty Images) Colin Hanks poses for a photograph on the red carpet at the gala for the new movie "Parkland" during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival in Toronto on Friday, Sept. 6, 2013. (AP Photo/The Canadian Press, Frank Gunn) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: (L-R) Executive Producer Joe Hill, Actors Daniel Radcliffe, Mitchell Kummen and Juno Temple arrive at the 'Horns' premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Bloor Hot Docs Cinema on September 6, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Aaron Harris/Getty Images) Zac Efron poses for a photograph on the red carpet at the gala for the new movie "Parkland" during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival in Toronto on Friday, Sept. 6, 2013. (AP Photo/The Canadian Press, Frank Gunn) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actors Daniel Radcliffe, (L) and Mitchell Kummen arrive at the 'Horns' premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Bloor Hot Docs Cinema on September 6, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Aaron Harris/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Producer Livia Giuggioli and actor Colin Firth arrive at 'The Railway Man' Premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 6, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Alberto E. Rodriguez/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actress Toni Collette arrives at the 'Lucky Them' premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Isabel Bader Theatre on September 6, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Peter Bregg/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actors Daniel Radcliffe and Juno Temple arrive at the 'Horns' premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Bloor Hot Docs Cinema on September 6, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Aaron Harris/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: (L-R) Actors Daniel Radcliffe, Mitchell Kummen, Juno Temple and director Alexandre Aja arrive at the 'Horns' premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Bloor Hot Docs Cinema on September 6, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Aaron Harris/Getty Images) Michael Fassbender, left, and director Steve McQueen arrive at the premiere for "12 Years a Slave" on day 2 of the Toronto International Film Festival at The Princess of Wales Theatre on Friday, Sept. 6, 2013, in Toronto. (Photo by Chris Pizzelloi/Invision/AP) Benedict Cumberbatch arrives at the premiere for "12 Years a Slave" on day 2 of the Toronto International Film Festival at The Princess of Wales Theatre on Friday, Sept. 6, 2013, in Toronto. (Photo by Chris Pizzelloi/Invision/AP) Paul Dano arrives at the premiere for "12 Years a Slave" on day 2 of the Toronto International Film Festival at The Princess of Wales Theatre on Friday, Sept. 6, 2013, in Toronto. (Photo by Chris Pizzelloi/Invision/AP) Michael Fassbender arrives at the premiere for "12 Years a Slave" on day 2 of the Toronto International Film Festival at The Princess of Wales Theatre on Friday, Sept. 6, 2013, in Toronto. (Photo by Chris Pizzelloi/Invision/AP) Michael Fassbender arrives at the premiere for "12 Years a Slave" on day 2 of the Toronto International Film Festival at The Princess of Wales Theatre on Friday, Sept. 6, 2013, in Toronto. (Photo by Chris Pizzelloi/Invision/AP) Paul Giamatti arrives at the premiere for "12 Years a Slave" on day 2 of the Toronto International Film Festival at The Princess of Wales Theatre on Friday, Sept. 6, 2013, in Toronto. (Photo by Chris Pizzelloi/Invision/AP) Lupita Nyong'o arrives at the premiere for "12 Years a Slave" on day 2 of the Toronto International Film Festival at The Princess of Wales Theatre on Friday, Sept. 6, 2013, in Toronto. (Photo by Chris Pizzelloi/Invision/AP) La La Anthony arrives at the premiere for "12 Years a Slave" on day 2 of the Toronto International Film Festival at The Princess of Wales Theatre on Friday, Sept. 6, 2013, in Toronto. (Photo by Chris Pizzelloi/Invision/AP) Adepero Oduye arrives at the premiere for "12 Years a Slave" on day 2 of the Toronto International Film Festival at The Princess of Wales Theatre on Friday, Sept. 6, 2013, in Toronto. (Photo by Chris Pizzelloi/Invision/AP) Lupita Nyong'o arrives at the premiere for "12 Years a Slave" on day 2 of the Toronto International Film Festival at The Princess of Wales Theatre on Friday, Sept. 6, 2013, in Toronto. (Photo by Chris Pizzelloi/Invision/AP) Jeremy Irvine arrives at the premiere for "The Railway Man" on day 2 of the Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on Friday, Sept. 6, 2013, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) CORRECTS SPELLING TO BOOGIE - Jason Sudeikis arrives at Jason Reitman's live reading of "Boogie Nights" on day 2 of the Toronto International Film Festival at the Ryerson Theatre on Friday, Sept. 6, 2013, in Toronto. (Photo by Arthur Mola/Invision/AP) CORRECTS SPELLING TO BOOGIE - Dakota Fanning arrives at Jason Reitman's live reading of "Boogie Nights" on day 2 of the Toronto International Film Festival at the Ryerson Theatre on Friday, Sept. 6, 2013, in Toronto. (Photo by Arthur Mola/Invision/AP) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actor/ producer Brad Pitt arrives at the '12 Years A Slave' Premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Princess of Wales Theatre on September 6, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actor/ producer Brad Pitt arrives at the '12 Years A Slave' Premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Princess of Wales Theatre on September 6, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actress Nicole Kidman arrives at 'The Railway Man' Premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 6, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Alberto E. Rodriguez/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actress Lupita Nyong'o arrives at the '12 Years A Slave' Premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival Princess of Wales Theatre on September 6, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actor/ producer Brad Pitt arrives at the '12 Years A Slave' Premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Princess of Wales Theatre on September 6, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actor/ producer Brad Pitt arrives at the '12 Years A Slave' Premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Princess of Wales Theatre on September 6, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actor Paul Dano arrives at the '12 Years A Slave' Premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival Princess of Wales Theatre on September 6, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actress Sarah Paulson arrives at the '12 Years A Slave' Premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival Princess of Wales Theatre on September 6, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actress Sarah Paulson arrives at the '12 Years A Slave' Premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival Princess of Wales Theatre on September 6, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actress Alfre Woodard arrives at the '12 Years A Slave' Premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival Princess of Wales Theatre on September 6, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actress Adepero Oduye arrives at the '12 Years A Slave' Premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival Princess of Wales Theatre on September 6, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actress Nicole Kidman arrives at 'The Railway Man' Premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 6, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Alberto E. Rodriguez/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actor/ producer Brad Pitt arrives at the '12 Years A Slave' Premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Princess of Wales Theatre on September 6, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actress Nicole Kidman arrives at 'The Railway Man' Premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 6, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Alberto E. Rodriguez/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actress Nicole Kidman arrives at 'The Railway Man' Premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy Thomson Hall on September 6, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Alberto E. Rodriguez/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actor/ producer Brad Pitt arrives at the '12 Years A Slave' Premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Princess of Wales Theatre on September 6, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) Brad Pitt arrives at the premiere for "12 Years a Slave" on day 2 of the Toronto International Film Festival at The Princess of Wales Theatre on Friday, Sept. 6, 2013, in Toronto. (Photo by Chris Pizzelloi/Invision/AP) Brad Pitt arrives at the premiere for "12 Years a Slave" on day 2 of the Toronto International Film Festival at The Princess of Wales Theatre on Friday, Sept. 6, 2013, in Toronto. (Photo by Chris Pizzelloi/Invision/AP) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actress Sami Gayle arrives at 'Hateship Loveship' Premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Princess of Wales Theatre on September 6, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 06: Actress Kristen Wiig arrives at 'Hateship Loveship' Premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Princess of Wales Theatre on September 6, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) Kristen Wiig, a cast member in "Hateship Loveship," poses at the premiere of the film on day 2 of the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at The Princess of Wales Theatre on Friday, Sept. 6, 2013 in Toronto. (Photo by Chris Pizzello/Invision/AP) Kristen Wiig, a cast member in "Hateship Loveship," waves to fans before heading into the theater for the premiere of the film on day 2 of the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at The Princess of Wales Theatre on Friday, Sept. 6, 2013 in Toronto. (Photo by Chris Pizzello/Invision/AP) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 05: Actress Mia Wasikowska (L) and actor Tom Hiddleston attend the 'Only Lovers Left Alive' premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Ryerson Theatre on September 5, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Alberto E. Rodriguez/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 05: (L-R) Actors Tom Hiddleston, Mia Wasikowska and Anton Yelchin attend the 'Only Lovers Left Alive' premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Ryerson Theatre on September 5, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Alberto E. Rodriguez/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 05: Actress Mia Wasikowska attends the 'Only Lovers Left Alive' premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Ryerson Theatre on September 5, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Alberto E. Rodriguez/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 05: Actress Mia Wasikowska attends the 'Only Lovers Left Alive' premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Ryerson Theatre on September 5, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Alberto E. Rodriguez/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 05: Actress Caitlin Stasey arrives at the 'All Cheerleaders Die' premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Ryerson Theatre on September 5, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Alberto E. Rodriguez/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 05: Actresses Sianoa Smit-McPhee (L) and Reanin Johannink arrive at the 'All Cheerleaders Die' premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Ryerson Theatre on September 5, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Alberto E. Rodriguez/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 05: Actress Reanin Johannink arrives at the 'All Cheerleaders Die' premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Ryerson Theatre on September 5, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Alberto E. Rodriguez/Getty Images) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 05: Actress Amanda Grace Cooper arrives at the 'All Cheerleaders Die' premiere during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Ryerson Theatre on September 5, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Alberto E. Rodriguez/Getty Images) Actor Benedict Cumberbatch attends the opening night "The Fifth Estate" gala at Roy Thomson Hall during 2013 Toronto International Film Festival on Thursday, Sept. 5, 2013, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Actress Carice Van Houten poses for photographs as she arrives at the gala for the new movie "The Fifth Estate" during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival in Toronto on Thursday, Sept. 5, 2013. (AP Photo/The Canadian Press, Frank Gunn) Actor Dan Stevens attends the opening night "The Fifth Estate" gala at Roy Thomson Hall during 2013 Toronto International Film Festival on Thursday, Sept. 5, 2013, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Actress Carice Van Houten attends the opening night gala for "The Fifth Estate" at Roy Thomson Hall during 2013 Toronto International Film Festival on Thursday, Sept. 5, 2013, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Actor Daniel Bruhl attends the opening night gala for "The Fifth Estate" at Roy Thomson Hall during 2013 Toronto International Film Festival on Thursday, Sept. 5, 2013, in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) Actor Dan Stevens poses for photographs on the red carpet at the gala for the new movie "The Fifth Estate" during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival in Toronto on Thursday, Sept. 5, 2013. (AP Photo/The Canadian Press, Frank Gunn) Actor Benedict Cumberbatch poses for a photographs on the red carpet at the gala for the new movie "The Fifth Estate" during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival in Toronto on Thursday, Sept. 5, 2013. (AP Photo/The Canadian Press, Frank Gunn) Benedict Cumberbatch walks on the red carpet at the gala for the new movie "The Fifth Estate" during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival in Toronto on Thursday, Sept. 5, 2013. (AP Photo/The Canadian Press, Frank Gunn) Alicia Vikander poses for a photograph on the red carpet at the gala for the new movie "The Fifth Estate" during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival in Toronto on Thursday, Sept. 5, 2013. (AP Photo/The Canadian Press, Frank Gunn) Actor Daniel Bruhl walks the red carpet at the gala for the new movie "The Fifth Estate" during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival in Toronto on Thursday, Sept. 5, 2013. (AP Photo/The Canadian Press, Nathan Denette) Actor Daniel Bruhl, right, poses for photographs on the red carpet at the gala for the new movie "The Fifth Estate" during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival in Toronto on Thursday, Sept. 5, 2013. (AP Photo/The Canadian Press, Nathan Denette) Actor Benedict Cumberbatch, right, poses for photographs on the red carpet at the gala for the new movie "The Fifth Estate" during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival in Toronto on Thursday, Sept. 5, 2013. (AP Photo/The Canadian Press, Frank Gunn) Glenn Close, a cast member in the 1983 film "The Big Chill," poses for photographers before a reunion screening of the film at the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at The Princess of Wales Theatre on Thursday, Sept. 5, 2013 in Toronto. (Photo by Chris Pizzello/Invision/AP) Mary Kay Place, left, Kevin Kline, center, and JoBeth Williams, cast members in the 1983 film "The Big Chill," pose before a reunion screening of the film at the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at The Princess of Wales Theatre on Thursday, Sept. 5, 2013 in Toronto. (Photo by Chris Pizzello/Invision/AP) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 05: Actress Meg Tilly arrives at 'The Big Chill' 30th Anniversary screening during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Princess of Wales Theatre on September 5, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Alberto E. Rodriguez/Getty Images) Cast members, from left, Glenn Close, Mary Kay Place, Kevin Kline, Meg Tilly, Tom Berenger and JoBeth Williams pose before a reunion screening of the 1983 film "The Big Chill" at the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at The Princess of Wales Theatre on Thursday, Sept. 5, 2013 in Toronto. (Photo by Chris Pizzello/Invision/AP) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 05: (L-R) Actors Mary Kay Place, Kevin Kline and JoBeth Williams arrive at 'The Big Chill' 30th Anniversary screening during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival at Princess of Wales Theatre on September 5, 2013 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Alberto E. Rodriguez/Getty Images) (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) (Photo by Aaron Harris/Getty Images) (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) (Photo by Joe Scarnici/Getty Images) (Photo by Toby Canham/Getty Images) (Photo by Jerod Harris/Getty Images For Vitaminwater) TORONTO, ON - SEPTEMBER 07: Actress Keira Knightley attends the 'Anna Karenina' premiere during the 2012 Toronto International Film Festival at The Elgin on September 7, 2012 in Toronto, Canada. (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) (Photo by Alberto E. Rodriguez/Getty Images) (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) (Photo by Donald Weber / Getty Images) (Photo by Alberto E. Rodriguez/Getty Images) (Photo by Mark Davis/Getty Images) (Photo by Sonia Recchia/Getty Images) (Photo by C.J. LaFrance/Getty Images) (Photo by Peter Bregg/Getty Images) (Photo by Terry Rice/Getty Images) (Photo by Alberto E. Rodriguez/Getty Images) (Photo by C.J. LaFrance/Getty Images) (AP Photo/Evan Agostini) (AP Photo/Evan Agostini) (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) (AP Photo/The Canadian Press, Nathan Denette) (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) (Photo by Jag Gundu/Getty Images) (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) (Photo by Joe Scarnici/Getty Images for WGC) Actress Emily Blunt arrives at premiere for "Arthur Newman" during the Toronto International Film Festival on Monday Sept. 10, 2012 in Toronto. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) (Photo by Alberto E. Rodriguez/Getty Images) (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) (Photo by Jason Merritt/Getty Images) (Photo by Evan Agostini/Getty Images) (Photo by Sonia Recchia/Getty Images) (Photo by Evan Agostini/Getty Images) Credit: Getty Credit: Getty Credit: Getty Credit: Getty Credit: WireImage Credit: Getty Credit: Getty Credit: Getty Credit: Getty Credit: Getty Credit: Getty Credit: Getty Credit: CP Credit: Getty Credit: Getty Credit: Getty Credit: WireImage Credit: Getty Credit: WireImage Credit: Getty Images Credit: WireImage Credit: Getty Credit: Getty Credit: Getty Credit: Getty Credit: WireImage Credit: Getty Credit: Getty Credit: Getty Credit: Getty Credit: Getty Credit: Getty Credit: Getty Credit: Getty Credit: WireImage Credit: Getty Credit: Getty Credit: Getty Credit: Getty Credit: Getty Credit: Getty Credit: Getty  Share  Tweet  ✖ Advertisement Share this ✖ close Current Slide Follow Heather Magee on Twitter: www.twitter.com/MissusHeatherM More: Noble VIFF Review VIFF 2014 Viff Movie Review Film Review Christina Noble Vancouver International Film Festival Stephen Bradley Deirdre O’Kane Vancouver International Film Fest Vancouver Film Festival Vancouver International Film Festival 2014   Click here to view Conversations Conversations Most Popular B.C. Teen Killed By Train Was Wearing Headphones, Texting: RCMP Facebook Anthem Singer's Fall Is Lesson In Showmanship YouTube Pastafarian Loses B.C. Driver's Licence Over Holy Colander YouTube LOOK: Stunning Scenes By B.C.'s October Photographer David Chang Photography Elderly Asian Women Attacked In Vancouver Nastco via Getty Images Lawyers Of Convicted Surrey Six Gangsters Want Mistrial Darryl Dyck/CP LOOK: Old Vancouver Bank's New Life Jason Statler When It Comes to Jumbo Glacier Resort, All Questions Lead Back To Powerful Minister Caillum Smith | Flickr Vancouver Mom Who Killed Her 2 Babies Sentenced CityTV YouTube Aldergrove School Playground Condemned North Otter Elementary Facebook This Derelict Van 'Home' Costs $550/Month To Rent In B.C. Bill Everitt Petronas Threatens To Delay B.C. LNG Project By A Decade MyLoupe/UIG via Getty Images 45 Signs You're A Vancouver Canucks Fan Getty Images Intruder Dies After Being Caught By Homeowner, Neighbour Shutterstock / sculpies Recognize This Photo? Here's The Story Behind It Claude P. Dettloff/CP/National Archives of Canada Stanley Park Pedestrian Dies After Crash With Cyclist Getty Premier Denies Downplaying B.C. LNG Expectations Jonathan Hayward/CP Vancouver Is The Reason Alyssa Milano Quit TV Show Paul Archuleta via Getty Images City Of Vancouver Taking Arbutus Corridor Fight To Court Darryl Dyck/The Canadian Press Vancouver Mayor Focuses On Pipelines For Re-Election Campaign Vision Vancouver Facebook FOLLOW HUFFPOST Email Email Address Options HuffPost Daily Brief British Columbia Get top stories and blog posts emailed to me each day.. Facebook HuffPost British Columbia Twitter HuffPost Follow British Columbia Follow Google Plus HuffPost British Columbia RSS The Huffington Post British Columbia All RSS / Feeds Phone Available on the App Store Android App on Google Play Get it at Blackberry App World Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search advertise log in make HuffPost your home page RSS careers FAQ user agreement privacy policy comment policy about us about our ads contact us Copyright ©2014 TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. "The Huffington Post" is a registered trademark of TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. All rights reserved. Part of HPMG News Use this form to alert a HuffPost editor about a factual or typographical error in this story. Notify message * Required * * * What kind of error is this? Choose an option Factual or typographical Comment moderation problem Rights and permissions Other * What is the correction? 0 count Describe the error here (1,000 character limit) * Type the words below so we know you are not a cyborg Sign me up for The Huffington Post's Daily Brief Thank you!)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2011/09/mr-abbott-ball-is-in-your-court.html?showComment0751315462973514,Staffroom Confidential: Mr. Abbott - the ball is in your court... Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, September 6, 2011 Mr. Abbott - the ball is in your court... As students return to school in BC this week, teachers are beginning a "teach only" job action. The purpose of this action is to put pressure on Administration, and thereby government, to come to the bargaining table with a new mandate. Only when the government moves off of it's "net zero" position can real bargaining begin. The government has come to the table with an extreme position - not one penny available for bargaining. Only concessions on the table. With inflation factored in, this means government wants teachers to "negotiate" how to cut their salary and benefits. They have stated over and over again that they will not move off of this position. Teachers have actually taken "0" percent four times in the last 13 years - 1998, 1999, 2004 and 2005. Once was when we "traded" no salary increase for class size limits, which have since been unilaterally removed by this government. The second was imposed when the government legislated teachers back to work and imposed zero for two years. Meanwhile, as teacher salaries fell from 3rd in Canada to 8th in the period since 2006, the premiere and MLA's (including Mr. Abbott himself) received a 29% pay increase. Is this good faith bargaining? Bargaining is a process of give and take. Of compromise. Both parties put positions on the table and expect to have to change their position. The process of negotiations is to work through these compromises. Teachers have openly said that our proposals are our "starting" position. In this case, however, one party, BCPSEA (the government's bargaining agent), has said there is no compromise. There is no room to move. "Net zero" will not change. In essence, there is no negotiation. Some newspaper editorials and even BCPSEA have been quoted publicly saying that the bargaining structure is doomed "to fail". Any bargaining structure where the people who make the decisions are not actually at the table is not likely to succeed. In this case, government holds the purse strings but they only have a "representative" at the table - not someone who has the authority to make decisions on their behalf. Further complicating the bargaining process is the fact that even though individual school boards both pay for and administer the collective agreement, they do not bargain very much locally with teachers' associations. This makes it difficult if not impossible to identify areas of shared interest, since the people who live with the agreement are similarly not at the table. If Mr. Abbott, the Minister of Education, has an interest in fixing the current dispute, he needs to: a) put an end to the "mandate" that restricts BCPSEA b) agree to fund a new agreement c) allow school Boards to negotiate Then, bargaining could start in earnest. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 1:40 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 6 comments: Silas WhiteSeptember 6, 2011 at 2:28 PM Where has BCPSEA said the bargaining structure is "doomed to fail"? Minister Abbott is not in charge of the net-zero mandate that applies to the entire BC public sector, not only teachers. Among the many responsibilities she has right now, this is in Shirley Bond's portfolio. But really, dropping/altering the net-zero mandate would be a major government decision that would involve Treasury Board, the Premier, all of cabinet... If you don't like it, I definitely understand why, but I mainly want to point out the fact that it is not actually a Ministry of Education decision. Suggesting it's a Ministry decision also implies that money can be taken from elsewhere in the Ministry to pay for teacher raises; this can't actually be done, and I also trust that you probably don't want that to happen because the money simply isn't there!ReplyDelete Tara EhrckeSeptember 6, 2011 at 3:25 PM Hi Silas, The "doomed to fail" was tweeted by Janet Steffenhagen (Vancouver Sun) yesterday: "Do you agree with @bcpsea that bargaining stucture designed to fail? If so, then why no fix?" Mr. Abbott can go to cabinet to seek a change to the mandate. The issue is that whoever is at the bargaining table ought to have authority to bargain and funding to bargain with.ReplyDelete AnonymousSeptember 6, 2011 at 7:12 PM Thanks Tara. You expressed the thoughts in my head very articulately. More articulately than I could. Another point to add is that when the government illegally stripped class size and composition out of the collective agreement they saved hundreds of millions of dollars. They saved that money illegally. Now they are saying they are not going to spend a cent more than they already are on public education as whole in BC. It's like a medical insurance company illegally refusing to give you money for a legitimate medical claim for years on end. Then when the courts finally tell them to pay you they drag their heals and don't pay out any extra money. -ChrisReplyDelete AnonymousSeptember 6, 2011 at 8:00 PM Silas-there is a solution: give Bc teachers wage parity in year 3. What is BCPSEA offering once Net Zero is over??? Or is Net Zero a long term or peranent strategy???ReplyDelete LGTSeptember 7, 2011 at 11:22 PM This is great information to get out there to the public. I agree that you are very articulate in stating the issues and the facts. Have any media people interviewed you? I wish that they would. I don't see any investigative reporting on this situation, to let the public in on what the real facts and history are around the bargaining table and especially about our collective agreement being stripped... and what our real wages are... I think it is important for this kind of information, such as your letter above, to be more publicized.ReplyDelete AnonymousSeptember 8, 2011 at 2:28 PM BC has the lowest corporate tax rate in the G8 countries. Not just Canada, or, North America, but the whole of the G8. This is crazy! Corporations are not paying their fair share. Plain and simple. Well, who do you think the Liberals are taking care of? It's sure not regular people. As for the HST, it was a 2 billion dollar gift to corporations when they already pay the least amount of tax in the G8. Wow. With the HST, the average BC citizen would pay more when the wealthy elite would pay less. This is why it got voted down. Raise the corporate tax rate 1%, just a tiny amount, and fix the money problems in BC. The government has the power. They CHOOSE to let middle / low income earners and social services like education pay for the wealthy. Bank profits this year alone are in the billions, again. Time to stop the insanity of Liberals driving the run away train of "capitalism rules" and rebalance the tax equation just a little. Sure business is important, but not like this. And, no, I am not an NDP or Liberal supporter. I believe in a Liberal or NDP minority government so all citizens are represented, not just those with Million dollar yachts or ones belonging to big unions. Things need to be more balanced. http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PBYXjn_AUrY http://taxpayer.com/blog/31-08-2011/bc-wage-rage-over-public-sector-pay http://themainlander.com/2011/02/02/vancouver-has-lowest-corporate-taxes-in-the-world/ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ▼  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ▼  September (10) Does BCPSEA represent the interest of School Trust... BCPSEA pushing American style "reform" agenda Wrong response to poverty and underfunded classroo... Mel Joy and the BC Trustees' new approach? Good riddance to BCeSIS Cranbrook Trustees re-instate recess during job ac... Shameful cuts to BCCPAC funding show "family first... In defense of compassionate care leave Mr. Abbott - the ball is in your court... Guest post: A teacher explains our bargaining posi... ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11036,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2002 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 14, Number 6, April 2002  Teachers’ professionalism under attack by Larry Kuehn The Vancouver Sun headline said "Trim teacher power, Liberals urge." The article was describing the report of the legislative committee on education and this time the headline was right. Much of the report is aimed at limiting the professional autonomy of individual teachers and at weakening the collective professional voice of teachers. The committee report sets out an agenda of attacks on teacher autonomy that could well be a source of professional struggle for some time to come. As an example, the report calls for "institutions and individuals throughout the system to prepare annual plans for improvement and development based on measures of performance results and consideration of research concerning best practice." This ignores the fact that little of education research is conclusive and often "best practice" is determined more by ideology than research. However, these plans are to be used to "direct funds and release time for staff to engage in professional development." The report calls for legislation to ensure that the design, delivery and funding of professional development is "in accordance with their plans for improvement." The committee also wants to mute the collective voice of teachers currently expressed through the BCTF. The report calls for a College of Educators to take over all of professional development that is currently a part of the BCTF, its locals and its provincial specialist associations. Belonging to the College of Educators would be compulsory—but membership in no other organization could be required. Just to ensure that teachers don’t have a major impact on the policies of this College of Educators, the committee wants it to be controlled by "sufficient community members." The college would be paid for by teachers, but without the right to determine its direction. Yet this college would control key aspects of the professional life of teachers—"certification, standards of practice, ethics, enforcement and professional development." Another level of control on teachers and the schools is through compliance audits. We are all familiar with the kinds of audits that have forced school districts to return money to the province because the auditors say that funded services have not been supplied to students with special needs, ESL students or others. The committee calls for the audit approach to be expanded to provide an external audit of "learning achievement, stakeholder satisfaction, compliance, and development." The report talks several times about compliance—which means making sure that teachers are following outside direction rather than acting on their professional judgment. It calls for an information system that provides data on "compliance with relevant legislative and policy frameworks." While the talk of the B.C. Liberal government is about local autonomy for school districts, its walk is tight control—except for the difficult decisions by boards on what to cut to meet the budgets provided by the province. In case anyone misses the message that they are to comply with government directives, a recommendation calls for "procedures for progressively greater external intervention into the governance and management of authorities and institutions who consistently demonstrate less than adequate performance." What is it that justifies this movement from a professional model of decisions with a high degree of trust to this new system of central direction, compliance, audits and loss of professional autonomy? The committee’s rationale seems to be in a section of the report called "Not all Learning Opportunities are World-Class." The committee acknowledges that some submissions said that they can’t provide "world class" programs because they have not been given enough resources. Further, while the report mentions that many submissions described programs that are excellent, the committee chose to believe that only a few specific programs met this standard. The evidence that teachers and schools need more external control is that "There seems to be, however, a general belief that the achievements attained by many learners of British Columbia (especially the non-academic) are often mediocre at best." No research was described to support this "general belief." The positives were acknowledged with lip service—"that the current education system has many positive features and that it compares well to the systems in other provinces and countries." However, the committee chose to focus on what it calls "shortcomings of the current system." The report also draws on a condemnation of the quality of the B.C. school system by Emery Dosdall, the deputy minister: "quantitative measures such as graduation rates, number of graduate degrees conferred, success of Aboriginals, success of new Canadians, and adult illiteracy rates indicate that British Columbia cannot consider itself to be world-class." Again, the committee—and the deputy, apparently—did no research to find that graduation rates increased by 10% in the last decade; the number of graduate degrees is a matter of how many are financed, not just how many would like to achieve them; the abysmal results for Aboriginal students are improving now that attention is being directed to this; after receiving adequate ESL service, many new Canadians do very well in school; and the higher illiteracy rates are for older British Columbians, not for the young people coming out of our schools. So is there anything in the report beyond more control on teachers and condemnation of the success of the school system? Yes, indeed—the committee calls for the familiar nostrums of privatization, directing students to vocational education as determined by business and more use of technology. Privatization would be encouraged through the education funding system so that it "ensures that appropriate funding flows to the service providers selected by each learner." One of the aspects of choice identified in the text of the report is "support of independent, private institutions." One of the committee recommendations combines the idea of vocationalization and privatization: "Once learners complete the core curriculum, they are entitled to choose from a series of substantive pathways leading to certificates, diplomas or degrees and to attend any institution offering pathways." When one puts this recommendation in the context of a revision of graduation requirements, it opens the possibility of students in their final years of secondary school taking courses at any vocational training program. Already, B.C. has a higher number than anywhere else in Canada of private post-secondary training programs and the B.C. Liberal government has abolished the organization that provided some oversight on their operation on behalf of students. The report also calls for a "strategic direction for the province to ensure that the education system addresses the anticipated employment needs of the province." Here the report places the interests of the economy over individual interests and dismisses parental desires for their children. The committee says it "appears that many parents view opportunities in technical and trades programs as fine for someone else’s child." Technology is seen as an answer to many problems of education. The recommendations call for a provincial plan to see that "technology is used to enhance the effectiveness and efficiency of learning opportunities and support services." The report also sees the college faculty association collective agreements as an impediment to the colleges making faculty offer their courses online rather than face-to-face. This was taken care of by gutting those provisions in Bill 28, the same legislation that ripped class-size and staffing provisions from teacher collective agreements. The report has more than a few contradictions when one looks at the larger picture of what is happening in education in B.C. It calls for one department or agency to develop a provincial infrastructure for online learning. Before the report came out another ministry announced that the Open Learning Agency, which offered online learning, was being eliminated and its president was fired—with a $400,000 payout. The agency is now not available for developing online learning. The report calls for more choice. Yet the changes in the finance formula are leading to the loss of programs and the closure of schools. People in small, rural communities are being given choice in the purchase of liquor—the government proudly says that people will no longer have drive 20 kms to buy alcohol. However, they will now have to send their children that 20 kms every day to find a school they can attend. Most shamefully, the report identifies an important problem, then offers no solutions. It talks about the need for children to have "social capital." These are the benefits, resources and social development that "enable children to take advantage of the educational opportunities available to them." In other words, hungry children don’t learn as well as those with a full stomach; students without family and community supports don’t get the full advantage of education. The committee says that "children who have limited access to social capital have a difficult time succeeding. The literature on poverty and educational disadvantage provides extensive documentation of these difficulties." A number of social-equity programs were developed over the past decade to address these issues. Now inner-city schools and community-school grants are on the chopping block. Support for foster children is being reduced. A wide range of social supports to families and their children are being eliminated. Rather than calling on government to maintain those programs, the best the committee could say is: "the issue of responsibility for equity programs is still a matter that needs to be resolved." The overall message from the Legislative Committee on Education is, enforce compliance by teachers but let government avoid its responsibilities. Larry Kuehn is director of the BCTF’s Research and Technology Division. For more analysis and information, check the BCTF web site at www.bctf.ca. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Foster parents are ordinary people engaged in extraordinary acts of kindness. Join the team! http://t.co/6jUkcsOp6V" @Teresa_Wat - 04:31pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/03/walk-out-pamphlet-arguments-for-full.html?showComment0751332207260771,Staffroom Confidential: Walk out pamphlet - arguments for full withdrawal to resist Bill 22 Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Monday, March 19, 2012 Walk out pamphlet - arguments for full withdrawal to resist Bill 22 Are teachers in your community debating how we should resist Bill 22? Please copy and share this leaflet with other teachers as we debate strategy: https://docs.google.com/viewer?a=v&pid=sites&srcid=ZGVmYXVsdGRvbWFpbnxob2xkdGhlbGluZWd2dGF8Z3g6NmUwOWJkYzFkZjlmY2M3NA Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 3:09 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 6 comments: Skinny DipperMarch 19, 2012 at 4:30 PM Great post!ReplyDelete Skinny DipperMarch 19, 2012 at 6:34 PM I will advise the BCTF not to recommend names for a mediator and not to participate in a government imposed mediation. I don't suggest that teachers strike right away or next week. It may take a couple of weeks. However, the teachers should be united together in their actions. Then again, if there is strong agreement, the teachers could strike next week. If teachers accept Bill 22's cooling off period, the government will just impose a contract after that time. Fight ASAP or forget about fighting.ReplyDelete Ian WenigerMarch 19, 2012 at 10:07 PM Required reading for every teacher.ReplyDelete D. BjornsonMarch 19, 2012 at 10:55 PM As a colleague of mine tweeted: In life, sometimes your the bug and sometimes your the windshield. It sucks to be the bug. I would like to add that this is our chance to make a real difference to education in BC. I am sick of being treated as though I do not know what is best for my students.... It's time to BE THE WINDSHIELD !!!ReplyDelete ThielmannMarch 20, 2012 at 8:53 AM Fantastic blog and cogent pamphlet, to be sure, but I'm unsure about an illegal walkout... http://thielmann.blogspot.ca/2012/03/bill-22-q.html If we walked out, and the gov't eventually caved in and started negotiating again without the constraints of Bill 22, we would still be where we were a year ago -- two sides impossibly apart. Yes, BCSPEA's demands are unreasonable, but some of ours our/were, too. The gulf is too wide for mediation, let alone arbitration, without some movement on both sides. Regardless of whether we walk out or not, we need to prioritize the issues we are willing to debate and seek compromise, at least to give the gov't some sense of where they can step back into the process. I could be wrong, but this gov't doesn't seem like the type to cave in. Clark, Falcon, Abbott, Bond, etc. are pretty firm about their bargaining mandate and the new ed plan, so a caucus revolt doesn't seem likely, either. Even the newest polls putting NDP at 45%, Libs at 31% and Cons at 14% aren't likely to convince the gov't to change -- they aren't really losing support to the NDP, they are losing it to the even more right-wing Cons. If anything, they'll act tougher as a result (Iron Mom...). Part of me would like to see what civil disobedience would accomplish, but the bigger part, for now, would like to see what passive resistance (to the heinous parts of Bill 22) and compromise (towards a realistic contract) would accomplish first.ReplyDelete maskwaMarch 22, 2012 at 10:27 AM We should not be afraid - and we must winReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ▼  March (12) Bill 22 and Class Size/Class Composition BC Liberals: You reap what you sow... From public to private: a subtle path What is this dispute about? Putting equity last, a... Walk out pamphlet - arguments for full withdrawal ... Teachers debate a response to Bill 22 Lessons from the US - when unions don't strike to ... Lessons from history - legislation and illegal str... How do teachers defeat Bill 22? Critical thinking and Bill 22 - A teacher rebuts G... What is this strike about? A moving letter from a ... Public education - Christy: it's about equality ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=10184&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 6, May/June 2003 "Union tank corps" invades Vancouver dailies by Nancy Knickerbocker When BCTF communications staff requested meetings with the editorial boards of Vancouver’s major dailies, we knew we’d be in for a battle of wits. But we never imagined we’d become the "union tank corps" in a war of words! Here’s how it happened: The Vancouver Sun The meeting room reserved for The Vancouver Sun editorial board has floor-to-ceiling windows onto a stunning vista: the sails of Canada Place and the North Shore mountains. The four of us from the BCTF decided to seat ourselves on three sides around the end of the table so as to avoid a them-and-us configuration during the meeting. Editorial pages editor Don Cayo bustled in and welcomed us with a smile and a handshake. "Oh," he said, noting our seating arrangement, "smart people usually sit on this side for the view." Obviously, we were off to a great start. Cayo, a former journalism instructor and staffer of the Atlantic Institute for Market Studies, sat beside Peter McKnight, a trained lawyer, now editorial writer. Assistant editorial pages editor Fazil Mihlar, formerly of the Fraser Institute, seated himself down the length of the table opposite BCTF President Neil Worboys. Education-beat reporter Janet Steffenhagen and editorial writer Charles Campbell, a former Georgia Straight editor, rounded out the Sun team. Worboys launched into our introduction about who we are and what we do at the BCTF. We thought that if the Sun’s editorialists knew more about the amazing work teachers do through the Federation, they might not be so mean-spirited in their analysis. We had brought a few choice clippings to discuss: • "Teachers unions should stick to education," an editorial that ran right before the annual general meeting in mid-March. It began by asserting that "it’s getting harder and harder to tell the difference between teachers and Teamsters left over from the era of Jimmy Hoffa," the corrupt union boss who was linked to the Mafia and murdered for his sins. • "Top marks for school vouchers," stated that one in five high school students fail to graduate and therefore parents should keep in mind this "20% defective rate our education industry produces." • "Teachers wear black to protest contract cuts," reported on the one-year anniversary of Bills 27 and 28, and the launch of "the so-called Caravan Against the Cuts, financed by the B.C. Teachers’ Federation." (One wonders what the real name was. One wonders how many teachers participated in the so-called Sun Run, financed by The Vancouver Sun.) Before we got ’round to discussing the editorials however, BCTF Vice-President Jinny Sims made reference to the BCTF as "a union of professionals." Don Cayo jumped right in with his belief that the two roles—unionist and professional—are fundamentally at odds. The BCTF would never have any credibility as a professional organization unless it abandoned the union function, he said. Furthermore, teachers are not professionals, because their payment is not tied to competence and performance. "Good teachers are grossly underpaid, and poor ones are overpaid," Cayo said. Then he leaned back in his chair, put his feet up on the boardroom table, and crossed his arms over his chest. For the rest of the meeting, we viewed the bottom of his brogues across the table. From a variety of clues, we concluded that McKnight, the rookie on the editorial team, was the author of the Hoffa reference in the unsigned editorial. None of his colleagues leapt to defend the position, and even Cayo looked persuaded that the statement was over the top. But McKnight wasn’t the only one who thinks teachers have no business taking positions on anything like the war on Iraq, the Romanow report, or the Kyoto accord. All of them, particularly Steffenhagen, seemed incredulous that the BCTF AGM had actually passed a motion endorsing the teaching of peace. They seemed unaware that their own union, the Communications, Energy and Paperworkers’ Union, has played a significant leadership role at the national level in support of the Kyoto Protocol. Told about the Federation’s many international projects in Africa and Latin America, they were skeptical about why we’d get involved in issues so far from our classrooms. The concept of social responsibility didn’t seem to factor into their questioning. After the official meeting was over, Campbell engaged in cordial conversation, and Mihlar confided that cutbacks are hitting every department of the paper. Fewer editorialists are carrying an increasing work load, which leaves little time for the in-depth research they’d like to do, he said. The Vancouver Province The foyer to The Province’s newsroom is done in hard-edged chrome and glass, perfect for B.C.’s tabloid with attitude. A gallery of front-page photos, back-lit for effect, surrounds an enormous reception desk. When we arrived in the middle of morning business hours, the desk was deserted. A sign directed visitors to call the newsroom for assistance. We did, and editorial pages editor Joey Thompson soon came striding out, apologizing that because of cutbacks the paper no longer has a receptionist on duty to greet visitors. Ushered into another boardroom with the same terrific view, this time we knew where to sit. Across the table were Thompson, editor-in-chief Vivian Sosnowski, columnist Jon Ferry, business writer Brian Lewis, and education-beat reporter Wendy McLellan. After introductions, Irene Lanzinger, BCTF second vice-president, asked about the editorial board’s processes and how they arrived at the paper’s position on any given issue. "Do you work by consensus, or how do you do it?" she asked. "Well, the [editorial] position has got to be consistent with the editor-in-chief’s opinion and the publisher’s view of the world," Thompson said, adding that anything that doesn’t agree stands little chance of being published. "We accept that some cuts and holding the line are absolutely essential. And I’m delighted, as a parent and as a writer, with any efforts to make the system more efficient." She said she sees no evidence of the impact of the cuts at her daughter’s school, Eric Hamber Secondary in Vancouver, but admitted she is paying a fair bit more in school fees these days. Thompson, Sosnowski, and Ferry all challenged the BCTF to come up with ways to cut costs in the education system. Worboys talked about the need to make cuts furthest from the classroom–bureaucracy at the board level, excessive spending at the ministry level on accountability measures, testing, and paperwork. Teachers see the widening gap between students’ needs and resources at hand to meet those needs, and so they spend hundreds of their own dollars every year on classroom supplies, he said. Thompson suggested that teacher absenteeism is costing the system millions of dollars, although she did not have any specific statistics to back that up. (She didn’t seem aware of the difference between the theoretical cost of every teachers drawing the maximum days allotted and the cost of actual usage.) She wanted to know about truancy on Pro-D days: what percentage of teachers participate, and whether attendance is taken. "One hundred percent, unless they’re sick," said Lanzinger. "And yes, teachers usually sign in." In terms of her own recent professional development as a physics teacher committed to inclusive schools, Lanzinger listed workshops on Aspergers’ syndrome and the theory of relativity—a particularly difficult part of the curriculum for many teens. The Province has lately promoted the four-day school week as a creative way to save money in a cash-strapped system. Asked what the paper’s editorial position would have been if the BCTF instead of school boards had proposed it, editorialists had to laugh and admit they would have opposed the idea strenuously! Ferry questioned teachers’ opposition to the Fraser Institute’s rankings of schools, which The Province publishes for free every year. The teachers pointed out that BCTF is far from alone in its dismissal of the exercise. Organizations representing principals and vice-principals, trustees, superintendents, and students have issued joint statements opposing the rankings. Even the minister of education dismisses them. Yet Sosnowski claimed that parents are clamouring for the information, and she kept asking whether we’d prefer our own children to go to Langara or to Harvard. Jon Ferry is one of the media’s most vociferous critics of public education in general and the BCTF in particular. He often makes statements that outrage teachers, such as a claim that "too many of our students never seem to be taught any history." To debunk his mistaken notion that there’s no rigour in the curriculum, we presented him with a copy of the History 12 exam and encouraged him to give it a try. He didn’t take us up on the offer to have it marked, though. Here’s how Ferry began his column in the next day’s paper: "Hardened by the vicious debate with local peaceniks over the Iraq war, I thought I’d be in great shape to exchange fire with the tough teachers’ union tank corps that invaded our newsroom yesterday. But I have to say the four B.C. Teachers’ Federation reps, led by commander-in-chief Neil Worboys, got in a couple of good strikes." Thank you, Jon! We had a good chuckle wearing homemade insignia, and a few colleagues tried to volunteer for the tank corps auxiliary. The headline on Ferry’s column read "Socialist agenda undercuts union’s credibility." But the headline on this report could easily be "Neo-liberal agenda undercuts newspapers’ credibility." Teachers often complain of the bias in print. Meeting in person taught us that most of the key opinion-makers at both The Sun and The Province are indeed of one mind with the Campbell government. They endorse the Liberals at election time, promote their ideology, excuse their mistakes, and slam their critics. It’s not news, but it is an important reminder that teachers and advocates must continue working hard to inform parents and the public of the real "daily miracle" that is public education in a democratic society. Nancy Knickerbocker is the BCTF’s communications officer.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7336&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 4, January/February 2006 Classified advertising For classified advertising information, contact Kathleen Smith at newsmag@bctf.ca TRAVEL/VACATION SILVER STAR mountain chalets and suites. Luxurious ski in/out accommodation. Private hot tubs, fully equipped kitchens, gas F/P. Avail. year round www.alpinechaletrental.com or pmmunroe@shaw.ca TOFINO Newly renovated & furn. 2 bd. home across the road from Chesterman Beach. For information, call 250-726-5195 or look us up at www.tofinoresorts.ca QUALICUM BEACH Dandelion Cottage offers 1 bd., full kitchen, cozy & comfortable private suite. A great getaway, close to the beach in summer, skiing in winter. Very affordable. Ph: 250-752-5127 or www.geocities.com/dandelioncottageca/ SHUSWAP, Eagle Bay. Affordable summer suite respite. Sleeps 4. BBQ, moorage, beach, N/S, N/P, morningstarfarms@telus.net GABRIOLA ISLAND BC, 2 bd., private, fully equipped, starting $760/mo. or $425/wk. 250-247-9883, www.gabriolacottage.netfirms.com, boysen@shaw.ca. QUEEN CHARLOTTE ISLANDS/ HAIDA GWAII Fabulous "mothership" kayaking, wilderness adventure, unforgettable experiences. 1-888-559-8317, www.island.net/~archipel HORNBY ISLAND summer vacation, book early. Arthurs House, sleeps 5-8, $1100/wk. Arthurs Cottage sleeps 2-5, $550/wk. comfortable home, sunny location, close to beach, full kitchen, lawn, trees. davidcloud@hornbyisland.com, 250-335-0245. SAILING CHARTER, Barebones, July, 27 1/2’ CAL, fully equipped, Nanoose, Vancouver Island, $700/wk. Experience necessary. 250-752-7372. QUALICUM July rental, 2 bd. home, 1.5 acres, all amenities, fully furnished, $1000/mo. 250-752-7372. SUNSHINE COAST Halfmoon Bay, waterfront cottage, fully equipped, sleeps 4. F/P, BBQ, W/D, 604-885-0651, e-mail: fjbishop@gmail.com BIG WHITE condo for rent. Sleeps 7. Fully equipped. Ski in/out. good location. 250-762-9417. WHISTLER Alta Lake, waterfront, 1 bd. condo, sleeps 4, 1 km to village, FP, TV/VCR/ DVD. summer/winter rates, 604-298-2070. WHISTLER GETAWAY. Pinecrest Estates, 5 bd., 1400 sq.ft. cabin, sauna, deck with BBQ, fully-equip. kitchen, DW, WD, wood stove (wood provided). Rates from $175/nt. (seasonal) glush@shaw.ca or 604-936-3346. BLACKCOMB Luxury 2 bd/loft, 3 bath, sleeps 8, ski-in, ski-out, 604-940-0156. WHISTLER Village North, 2 bd. deluxe townhome. 604-531-6847. View at www.whistlervacationhome.ca. SKI WHISTLER BLACKCOMB luxury condo sleeps 4 or 5, pool, hot tubs, ski in/out. Book early! www.at-blackcomb.com 604-929-6589 WHISTLER ON THE LAKE 1 bd. newly renovated Tuscan style condo right on the lake. Swim in summer, skate in winter, 3 min. drive to village. Sleeps 4, fully stocked. Call Carol, cell: 604-209-7220. WHISTLER Deluxe 1 bd., village, 2.5/ bed, Creekside, rates $69+, alij@shaw.ca WHISTLER Townhouse, sleeps 8, fully equip. 604-985-7669 or Gary 604-669-7212. WHISTLER CREEK townhouse for rent. View of Alta Lake. 2 bath., 3 bd., sleeps 6. 604-535-3447. WHISTLER 1 bd. condo (Whistler Creekside) sleeps 4, F/P, hot tub, swimming pool, sauna, kitchen fully equipped, u/ground parking, close to lift and stores. Call Jan or John at 604-530-0958. WHISTLER, 3 bd. chalet, sleeps 6, all amenities, $200/night. Call John 604-987-7619. EAST COAST COTTAGES. 2 bd./ 1 bath sleeps 5 and/or 4 bd., 2 bath, sleeps 8. Great beach, centrally located in New Brunswick, 1 hr to PEI, 2 hrs to Halifax, e-mail cglass1@shaw.ca, 250-828-6280. KIHEI, MAUI. Large selection of fully equipped condos. Great beaches. Near shopping centre. Call Alf, 604-291-1751, F: 604-291-9773, kihei@telus.net. MAUI. Privately owned, beautiful fully furn. 2 bd., 2 bath condo across from Kamaole beaches. Great complex, Great location. 250-598-6955, F: 250-598-6965. MAUI, KIHEI fully furn. 1 bd. 5 star beachfront condo. Sleeps 4, March 10-17, $950, regularly $1800. 250-675-4742, bdbutcher@telus.net PUERTO VALLARTA Beautiful, large, 2 bd. furn. condo, downtown, 3 blks from the Malecon (beach). Reasonable wkly rates, N/S, dbemc@hotmail.com, 604-608-4268. FRANCE. Ultimate vacations, privately owned, beautiful furn. 1 bd. central Paris. Provence lovely furn. house close to Avignon. Wkly/mthly. 604-738-1876, 604-298-3904, i_roland@hotmail.com, http://mypage.uniserve.ca/~iroland FRANCE, FRANCE 2006 holiday rental. Renovated 2 bd. houses in ancient vineyard village SW France. Great walking, cycling, food, wine. C$790/C$940 week per family unit. Email mjcapper@hotmail. com, visit www.users.bigpond.com/ scapper/france DISCOVER RURAL FRANCE on two wheels! Explore the magnificent Loire or the flavours of Burgundy as you cycle through fields of sunflowers, past historic chateaux and picturesque villages. You are guided by the unbound enthusiasm of a Francophile teacher. 10-day tours depart for the Loire: July 4 and July 13, July 27 for Burgundy. www.travellers-tale.com, e-mail: info@travellers-tale.com. Panorama Travel 1-888-703-0163, BC Reg#2683. www.greatspots.com List your recreation property for rent or find a Great Vacation Spot for yourself. Locally owned and operated, we’ve been in business since 1989 and have over 120 beautiful properties to choose from. CULTUS LAKE Furnished, 2 bd., recreational trailer, swimming pool/hot tub/golf, 5 min. walk, Cultus Lake. Seasonal rates. April & November. 604-591-6065, www.stayatcultuslake.com FOR RENT VANCOUVER Clean, bright, quiet, centrally located condos at Robson & Bute. 1 bd. $85/single. Daily/weekly/monthly rates. 604-608-4268, dbemc@hotmail.com. VANCOUVER newly renovated furnished studio apt. for rent in West End, 3 blks from Stanley Park & English Bay. Daily, weekly rates (min. 2 nights). $75/night, $500/wk. Contact 250-447-6393. WHITE ROCK fantastic ocean view from all rooms. 2 blks from beach, completely remodeled 1000 sq.ft., 2 bd. apt, very quiet area, top floor, huge balcony, fully furn. Available August 2006 for 2 yr. lease, $1300/mo., plus utilities. No kids or pets. Applicants must be over 45. Contact Richard at 604-536-3889 or e-mail at rdb333@yahoo.ca WANTED TO RENT Vancouver, furnished accommodation with off-street parking for July & August. Retired couple, local references, 623-975-9351, bally1@yahoo.com RETIRE IN QUALICUM BEACH Lovely 2 bd., 2 bath condo. Insuite laundry, close to village and beach, many extras. Move-in condition. Call 250-752-6192.   MISCELLANEOUS MASTER OF EDUCATION (Special Education) by coursework offered by Flinders University in S. Australia is recognized by the B.C. Teacher Qualification Service. The degree is available entirely in distance mode. Applications are invited now for commencement of study in 2006. More information at: http://ehlt.flinders. edu.au/northamerica or from the program co-ordinator, Bernice.Burnip@flinders. edu.au USE YOUR MOUSE to find your house! www.carollivingstone. com, Victoria, Sooke or Sidney. Thinking of buying or selling, click on Victoria’s top real estate web site, free reports and MLS listings with full addresses. Call Carol and discover how to save with her teacher’s discount. Carol Livingstone, B.Ed. Re/Max Camosun, carol@carolliving stone.com, toll free 1-800-663-2121 or 250-744-3301. SPIRIT MEDITATION CLASSES 604-461-5511, Port Moody, www.veraciswellness.com FIND A TUTOR web site. Designed for tutors looking for clients and parents/ students looking for tutors. Free 2 month trial for tutors wishing to advertise. www.findAtutor.ca MAKE A DIFFERENCE in your students’ lives, www.howtomakea difference.com RETIRING? Undecided about your Joint Life option? Order Choosing the Right Options, a straightforward guide/workbook for selecting the best option for your situation—$15. Interactive Excel CD version— $30. Mail: Ken Smith, 5120 Ewart St., Burnaby, BC V5J 2W2 or BCTF Lesson Aids. RESOURCES Enhance your Kindergarten, ESL, FIrst Grade, Speech classes with Annie Ape: The Magic Bullet to Literacy and Alphasongs. Information at www. kindergarten-tips-and-skill-lessons.com, 604-850-6748, dewdneydragon@shaw.ca CHINA NEEDS YOU! Teach conversational English to language teachers in China with the Amity Foundation, July 3-31, 2006. No teaching experience is required. All program materials and orientation provided. For more information, contact Ms. Ruhong Liu, Education Division Director, 71 Han Kou Road Nanjing, Jiangsu, 210008, P.R. China. E-mail: liuruhong@amityfoundation.org or check the web site www.amityfoundation.org NEED A NEW OR NEWER VEHICLE? I make vehicle shopping easy, saving you time and money on a Sale, Lease or Purchase. With a background in education I can listen and understand what is important to you. Check our NEW web site and email or give me a call. Bill Sloan, Vehicle Agent, Prime Source Lease Group, 250-412-7970, Email: ws@pslease.com, www.pslease.com TEACHER EXCHANGE. Hobart, Tasmania. I am seeking a 1-year teacher exchange to Vancouver for 2007. I teach English, History, and French at Newtown High (boys), an excellent school. Would you like to spend a year in a beautiful city? kate.black@education.tas.gov.au P.D. at SEA Professional Development for Teachers and Administrators on a luxurious cruise ship. April 16-23, 2006. For more information, contact Bousquet Consultants, www.authenticeducation. info or phone us at 306-229-0810.)
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(20141007,www.usatoday.com,http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation-now/2014/10/02/wrong-sperm-black-man-ohio-lawsuit/16577481/,Ohio mom suing sperm bank for wrong sperm SUBSCRIBE NOWto get home delivery News Sports Life Money Tech Travel Opinion Weather Icon Humidity Precip. Winds Open settings Settings Enter City, State or Zip Cancel Set Close settingsFull Forecast Crosswords Your Take Investigations Video Stocks Apps Best-Selling Books Classifieds College Corrections Interactives Markets Newsletters Photo Galleries Portfolio Tracker Scores USA NOW USA Weekend Video Network Web to Watch Your Take Newsstand More News Sports Life Money Tech Travel Opinion Weather Crosswords Your Take Investigations Video Stocks Apps Best-Selling Books Classifieds College Corrections Interactives Markets Newsletters Photo Galleries Portfolio Tracker Scores USA NOW USA Weekend Video Network Web to Watch Your Take Newsstand Search User Sign in with FacebookSign in with GoogleSign In FAQ You are logged in as Log outSign In FAQ Get the news Loading Your News...Log In or Subscribe to skip Sign in with FacebookSign in with GoogleSign in FAQ 660 15 Share This Story! Let friends in your social network know what you are reading about FacebookEmailTwitterGoogle+LinkedInPinterest Ohio mom suing sperm bank for wrong sperm An Ohio mother is suing a sperm bank for sending her the wrong sperm. Post to Facebook Ohio mom suing sperm bank for wrong sperm   An Ohio mother is suing a sperm bank for sending her the wrong sperm.    Check out this story on USATODAY.com: http://usat.ly/1x2Y8pp {# #} CancelSend Sent! A link has been sent to your friend's email address. Posted! A link has been posted to your Facebook feed. 26 Join the Nation's Conversation To find out more about Facebook commenting please read the Conversation Guidelines and FAQs Ohio mom suing sperm bank for wrong sperm A Northeast Ohio woman has sued a Chicago-area sperm bank after she became pregnant with sperm donated by a black man instead of a white man as she'd intended. VPC USA Today Network Jolie Lee, USA TODAY Network 1:32 a.m. EDT October 3, 2014 Jennifer Cramblett is interviewed at her attorney's home on Oct. 1 in Waite Hill, Ohio. Cramblett has sued a Chicago-area sperm bank after she became pregnant with sperm donated by a black man instead of a white man as she'd intended. (Photo: Mark Duncan, AP) 660 CONNECT 15 TWEETLINKEDIN 26 COMMENTEMAILMORE An Ohio mother is suing a sperm bank for inseminating her with the wrong sperm. Instead of getting the sperm of a white man, Jennifer Cramblett received the sperm of a black man, according to the lawsuit filed this week in Cook County Circuit Court. She and partner Amanda Zinkon had selected donor No. 380, but Midwest Sperm Bank in Downers Grove, Ill., gave Cramblett sperm from donor No. 330. The lawsuit claims the mistake was due to the sperm bank's reliance on hand-written records, so "380" looked like "330." "All of the thought, care and planning that she and Amanda had undertaken to control their baby's parentage had been rendered meaningless," according to the lawsuit. In August 2012, Cramblett gave birth to Payton, "a beautiful, obviously mixed race, baby girl," the lawsuit stated. The couple said they worry about bringing up their daughter in Uniontown, Ohio, an all-white community, and around relatives who are "unconsciously insensitive." Cramblett also said she must travel far to a black neighborhood in order to have her daughter's hair cut. Cramblett's therapists have suggested the family move to a more racially diverse community, according to the suit. Midwest Sperm Bank apologized for the "mix up" and issued a refund check for the six vials of wrong sperm. USA TODAY Network has requested comment from the sperm bank. In an interview with NBC News, Cramblett said she and her partner love their daughter very much, but they want the sperm bank to be held accountable for its mistake. "I'm not going to sit back and let this ever happen to anyone ever again," Cramblett told the station. "You can't just do that and say, 'Well, you got a baby. ... so you should be happy. Lesbian couples can't have a baby anyways.'" Follow @JolieLeeDC on Twitter. More stories USATODAY 3 reasons an Ebola outbreak in the USA is highly unlikely USA TODAY Striking NASA images: Fourth-largest lake nearly dried up 660 CONNECT 15 TWEETLINKEDIN 26 COMMENTEMAILMORE Read or Share this story: http://usat.ly/1x2Y8pp USA NOW Three U.S. airmen swept out to sea in deadly typhoon Oct 07, 2014)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141007,www.huffingtonpost.ca,http://www.huffingtonpost.ca/2013/03/14/doughnut-poutine-psycho-donuts_n_2875921.html,Doughnut Poutine? California's Psycho Donuts Pay Homage To Quebecois Dish View mobile site October 7, 2014 Huffpost Canada Living ca Edition: ca Show/Hide Brasil BR Canada CA Deutschland DE España ES France FR Italia IT 日本 (Japan) JP 한국 (Korea) KR Maghreb MG United Kingdom UK United States US Region: ALL Show/Hide All Canada Alberta British Columbia Québec (en français) Follow Newsletters Get Canada LivingNewsletters Email address Enter Email Address Huffington Post Search Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search iOS app Android app More Log in Create Account Notifications 0 $USERNAME Profile Settings Logout FRONT PAGE Politics Ford Still Doesn't Understand Racism 51 Kenney Posts Photos Of Iraqi Children To Make Case For ISIL Airstrikes 91 Clinton: Canadian Help In ISIL Fight 'Indispensable' 44 Unvetted Judge Joins Supreme Court 42 Canada Sends Advance Team To Middle East 109 Go to Politics More in Politics The Pulse Stephen Harper You Might Also Like US Politics UK Politics Business Porn Company Has A Raunchy Deal For Air Canada Pilots 3 Sun News Just Lost Its Main Source Of Content; What Now? 48 Canadian Cities Surprisingly Unpopular Destinations For Workers 0 This Is How You Rack Up U.S. Roaming Charges While In Canada 14 Look What China Might Actually Build 47 Go to Business More in Business Small Business Money You Might Also Like Tech TechCrunch Autoblog WorldPost Spanish Nurse First To Contract Ebola Outside West Africa 514 It's Been 3 Weeks Since Anyone's Seen Kim And Rumors Are Swirling 91 3 New Findings On ISIS Weapons That You Should Know About 0 WHO: More Cases Of Ebola In Europe Unavoidable 128 Turkish President Says Syrian Town Under Islamic State Siege Is About To Fall 171 Go to WorldPost More in WorldPost Foreign Affairs World Elections Arab Uprising Afghanistan War Syria Crisis You Might Also Like Travel Impact Living 100 Pumpkin Carvings That Will Inspire You 0 Fried Maple Leaves Are A Delicacy In Japan, And We're Jealous 6 WATCH: HuffPost Readers School Us On Toronto's Real Must-Eats 2 Toronto Dubbed Fourth Most Livable City In The World 0 33 Signs You Live In Liberty Village 1 Go to Living You Might Also Like Healthy Living Food Recipes Divorce Women Parentdish Green Post50 Weddings Style Best Halloween Costumes For Men And Women 0 Most Offensive Products In Retail 3 JLaw Goes Topless For Vanity Fair 0 Bridesmaid Dresses You'll Wear Again 0 Canadian Model Coco Rocha Is Pregnant! 4 Go to Style More in Style Beauty Fashion Celeb Style Entertaining and Etiquette Stylelist Canada Wedding Style Home Style You Might Also Like Style (U.S.) Weddings Stylelist Canada Entertainment '7th Heaven' Star Reportedly Confesses To Child Molestation On Tape 382 Beyonce & Nicki Minaj Are Straight Up 'Flawless' In Paris Performance 19 Jennifer Lawrence Breaks Her Silence On Nude Photo Hack 0 Kendra Wilkinson Gets Candid About Those Cheating Rumors 14 Kris Jenner Opens Up About The Late Robert Kardashian 6 Go to Entertainment You Might Also Like Music Celebrity TV Moviefone Arts The Glamorous History Of Pin-Up Like You've Never Seen It Before 3 1 Here Are A Bunch Of F*cking Delightful Artsy Cat Photos. You're Welcome. 3 This Is What It Really Looks Like To Be A Modern Day Nun 8 New Animation-Inspired Art Show Will Make You Yearn For Saturday Morning Cartoons 0 Go to Arts You Might Also Like Books Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Religion Alberta 20 Puppies Found Abandoned In Field 6 Anti-Abortion Postcard Targets Tory MP.. Again 25 Mystery 'GPO Girl' Turns Up In Calgary 0 Dozens Of Dead Cats Found, Another 62 Euthanized 0 No Drinks For You, Cardston 0 Go to Alberta More in Alberta Alberta Politics Alberta Business Alison Redford Calgary Edmonton British Columbia B.C. Teen Killed By Train Was Wearing Headphones, Texting: RCMP 13 Anthem Singer's Fall Is Lesson In Showmanship 3 Pastafarian Loses B.C. Driver's Licence Over Holy Colander 0 Elderly Asian Women Attacked In Vancouver 0 Lawyers Of Convicted Surrey Six Gangsters Want Mistrial 3 Go to British Columbia More in British Columbia B.C. Politics B.C. Business Christy Clark Vancouver All Sections News Canada Politics Canada Business US Politics US Business World Media Sports Education Crime Weird News Good News Daily Finance Entertainment Entertainment Music TV Celebrity Comedy Arts Books Moviefone Life & Style Living Style Home Healthy Living Taste Weddings Travel Parents Divorce HuffPost 50 Marlo Thomas OWN Tech & Science Tech Science Green Techcrunch Engadget TUAW Joystiq Voices Impact Women Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Religion College Teen Local Quebec (French) Calgary Montreal Ottawa Toronto Vancouver Winnipeg Mapquest Patch.com Our Mobile Apps: iPhone iPad HuffPost Live iPad Android Phone Android Tablet Living Healthy Living Food Recipes Divorce Women Parents Green Parentdish Post50 Weddings Fried Maple Leaves Are A Delicacy In Japan, And We're Jealous 2014-10-06 15:13:16 33 Signs You Live In Liberty Village 2014-10-06 17:20:38 100 Pumpkin Carvings That Will Inspire You 2014-10-06 12:57:00 Fight Acne With.. Grapes? 2014-10-02 11:04:33 8 Co-Workers You Really Don't Want To Deal With 2014-10-06 13:52:27 Baby Elephant's Fall And Rescue Is The Only Pick-Me-Up You Need 2014-10-03 13:40:28 Canada's Blood Inventory Is 'Critically Low' 2014-10-01 10:13:18 One Of The World's 'Most Romantic Cities' Is Right Here In Canada 2014-10-04 12:02:22 World's First Baby Delivered Via Transplanted Womb 2014-10-05 19:38:24 Previous Story Next Story Doughnut Poutine? California's Psycho Donuts Pay Homage To Quebecois Dish The Huffington Post Canada Posted: 03/14/2013 11:49 am EDT Updated: 03/15/2013 12:04 am EDT Share Tweet Email Comment tumblr reddit America, we salute you! We didn't think it would be possible to combine the salty, unctuousness of a good plate of poutine and the sugar rush excitement of a doughnut, but we were oh so wrong. California's Psycho Donuts have somehow combined both of these things and created doughnut poutine. We'll let you digest that fact for a minute. Their creation combines glazed doughnuts (they kinda look like fries!), salted caramel ("the gravy of the dessert world"), Bavarian creme (they kinda look like curds) and bacon bits (everything is better with bacon). A fresh batch of Donut Poutine just hit the case in Campbell! Caramel, it's the gravy of the dessert world! fb.me/1zz9vvdOj — Psycho Donuts (@psychodonuts) February 20, 2013 We are a bit annoyed that Canadians, a people known for consuming large quantities of doughnuts and inventing poutine, did not come up with this dish first, but we salute culinary talent wherever it may spring up. HT to Foodbeast. Close  A Love Letter To Donuts of    Share  Tweet  ✖ Advertisement Share this ✖ close Current Slide Also on HuffPost: More: Poutine Doughnut Doughnut Poutine Donut Poutine Cafe Culture Video Doughnut Poutine Hybrid Psycho Donuts Suggest a correction Around the Web Donut Poutine Exists and It's Positively Drool-Worthy Chicago vs. Canada: 9 Ways The Windy City Beats The Great White North 15 Reasons to Love Minneapolis Dining in the Wintertime Become Canadian, learn the slang   Click here to view Conversations Conversations Most Popular 100 Pumpkin Carvings That Will Inspire You Pinterest Fried Maple Leaves Are A Delicacy In Japan, And We're Jealous Lens On Japan WATCH: HuffPost Readers School Us On Toronto's Real Must-Eats CookiesandTomatoes.com Toronto Dubbed Fourth Most Livable City In The World Getty Images One Of The World's 'Most Romantic Cities' Is Right Here In Canada Getty Images 33 Signs You Live In Liberty Village FLICKR: CARLOS PACHECO 8 Co-Workers You Really Don't Want To Deal With Creatas Images via Getty Images 30 Halloween Costumes For Kids That Are Too Cute For Words Pinterest 30 Cute Costumes For Pets That Will Make You Want More Pets Etsy Where to Find The Best Cheap Eats In Canada Guu 'Healthy' Cereals Ranked By How Much Sugar They Have Kellogs/Kashi/General Mills Fight Acne With.. Grapes? Jim Delillo via Getty Images 8 Nuit Blanche Displays With Powerful Messages Twitter 20 Pumpkin Pie Ideas That Will Improve Your Thanksgiving Menu HP FOLLOW HUFFPOST Email Email Address Options HuffPost Daily Brief Living Get top stories and blog posts emailed to me each day.. Facebook HuffPost Living Twitter HuffPost Follow Living Follow Google Plus HuffPost Living RSS The Huffington Post Living All RSS / Feeds Phone Available on the App Store Android App on Google Play Get it at Blackberry App World Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search advertise log in make HuffPost your home page RSS careers FAQ user agreement privacy policy comment policy about us about our ads contact us Copyright ©2014 TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. "The Huffington Post" is a registered trademark of TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. All rights reserved. Part of AOL Lifestyle Use this form to alert a HuffPost editor about a factual or typographical error in this story. Notify message * Required * * * What kind of error is this? Choose an option Factual or typographical Comment moderation problem Rights and permissions Other * What is the correction? 0 count Describe the error here (1,000 character limit) * Type the words below so we know you are not a cyborg Sign me up for The Huffington Post's Daily Brief Thank you!)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/BCTF63?lang=da,SaanichTeachers (@BCTF63) | Twitter Twitter Søgeforespørgsel Søg på Twitter Gemte søgninger Fjern Verificeret konto @ Foreslåede brugere Verificeret konto @ Verificeret konto @ Sprog: dansk Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Har du en konto? Log ind Ny på Twitter? Tilmeld dig i dag » Log ind Telefon, e-mail eller brugernavn Adgangskode Log ind Husk mig Glemt din adgangskode? Bruger du allerede Twitter via sms? SaanichTeachers @BCTF63 Tweets 749 Billeder/videoer 63 Følger 330 Følgere 458 Foretrukne 127   Mere Foretrukne Lister Vis @BCTF63 igen Skjul @BCTF63 Følg Følger Følg ikke længere Blokeret Fjern blokering Afventer Annuller SaanichTeachers @BCTF63 A proud local of the BCTF based on southern Vancouver Island. Central Saanich, BC saanichteachers.com Tilmeldt september 2012 63 Billeder og videoer Tweets Tweets Tweets & svar SaanichTeachers @BCTF63  ·  30. sep. Today: first payday in a long time for @BCTF63 teachers. Please see email from @sd63schools regarding pay calculation. #questions Svar 0 svar Retweet Retweetet 0 retweets Føj til foretrukne Foretrukket 0 foretrukne Mere Indlejring af tweet SaanichTeachers @BCTF63  ·  26. sep. It's Friday! We hope all @BCTF63 teachers had a good first week. Please remember to take some time for yourself this weekend. #sd63 Svar 0 svar Retweet Retweetet 4 retweets 4 Føj til foretrukne Foretrukket 3 foretrukne 3 Mere Indlejring af tweet SaanichTeachers @BCTF63  ·  22. sep. We want to thank @bctf teachers who will be in front of children today teaching and enriching lives. #bced Take care of yourselves too! Svar 0 svar Retweet Retweetet 8 retweets 8 Føj til foretrukne Foretrukket 5 foretrukne 5 Mere Indlejring af tweet SaanichTeachers @BCTF63  ·  20. sep. Thank you to all our #Saanich @sd63schools #cupe colleagues for support. Your support was so appreciated + uplifting. #solidarity #bced Svar 0 svar Retweet Retweetet 2 retweets 2 Føj til foretrukne Foretrukket 1 foretrukken 1 Mere Indlejring af tweet SaanichTeachers @BCTF63  ·  20. sep. Fascinating #bced article http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/british-columbia/the-secret-meeting-that-broke-the-bc-teachers-impasse/article20712872/ … #bcpoli Vis resumé Svar 0 svar Retweet Retweetet 0 retweets Føj til foretrukne Foretrukket 0 foretrukne Mere Indlejring af tweet SaanichTeachers retweetede Lana Popham MLA @lanapopham  ·  20. sep. Climate change is the greatest threat to global food production in our time. http://saanichsouth.blogspot.ca/2014/09/as-new-democrat-spokesperson-for.html … #bcpoli Svar 0 svar Retweet Retweetet 4 retweets 4 Føj til foretrukne Foretrukket 3 foretrukne 3 Mere Indlejring af tweet SaanichTeachers @BCTF63  ·  19. sep. Just a friendly reminder to all @BCTF63 teachers; today is YOUR day to use as you see fit. No requirement to attend work/meetings. #bced Svar 0 svar Retweet Retweetet 2 retweets 2 Føj til foretrukne Foretrukket 2 foretrukne 2 Mere Indlejring af tweet SaanichTeachers @BCTF63  ·  18. sep. Over 400 @BCTF63 teachers in the @SD63Stellys gym. Thanks to all @bctf teachers for attending! #bced pic.twitter.com/5095jDP7if Vis flere billeder og videoer Svar 0 svar Retweet Retweetet 5 retweets 5 Føj til foretrukne Foretrukket 4 foretrukne 4 Mere Indlejring af tweet SaanichTeachers @BCTF63  ·  18. sep. Reminder for @BCTF63 members if you cannot attend Stelly's session you can vote at the STA Office from 8-4pm Thursday. Svar 0 svar Retweet Retweetet 2 retweets 2 Føj til foretrukne Foretrukket 0 foretrukne Mere Indlejring af tweet SaanichTeachers retweetede Aaron Mueller @aaronmueller  ·  16. sep. A deal, a deal, a tentative deal! Vote will be soon and can't wait to see the details. Woke up to good news today! #bced Svar 0 svar Retweet Retweetet 16 retweets 16 Føj til foretrukne Foretrukket 10 foretrukne 10 Mere Indlejring af tweet SaanichTeachers @BCTF63  ·  16. sep. Details on Thursday vote to follow later today. #bced We think bargaining team deserve a few zzzzzs. #bced Svar 0 svar Retweet Retweetet 1 retweet 1 Føj til foretrukne Foretrukket 2 foretrukne 2 Mere Indlejring af tweet SaanichTeachers @BCTF63  ·  16. sep. Vote Thursday. #bced Svar 0 svar Retweet Retweetet 1 retweet 1 Føj til foretrukne Foretrukket 0 foretrukne Mere Indlejring af tweet SaanichTeachers retweetede Alberta Teachers Asn @albertateachers  ·  16. sep. Congratulations! RT @bctf: A tentative settlement has been reached this morning. Details not being released at this time. #bced #abed Vis samtale Svar 0 svar Retweet Retweetet 12 retweets 12 Føj til foretrukne Foretrukket 6 foretrukne 6 Mere Indlejring af tweet SaanichTeachers retweetede CFAX1070 @cfax1070  ·  16. sep. BREAKING NEWS in the BC teachers's dispute. BCTF announces via twitter a tentative settlement with the government #bced #bcpoli Svar 0 svar Retweet Retweetet 8 retweets 8 Føj til foretrukne Foretrukket 1 foretrukken 1 Mere Indlejring af tweet SaanichTeachers retweetede CKNW @CKNW  ·  16. sep. Deal has been reached in the Education dispute in BC. Keep it on @CKNW for all the details. Svar 0 svar Retweet Retweetet 16 retweets 16 Føj til foretrukne Foretrukket 8 foretrukne 8 Mere Indlejring af tweet SaanichTeachers retweetede Charmaine de Silva @char_des  ·  16. sep. Just spoke to @bctf pres Jim Iker. Says tentative deal now go to members. When schools open hinges on vote timeline, rules for that. #bced Svar 0 svar Retweet Retweetet 25 retweets 25 Føj til foretrukne Foretrukket 7 foretrukne 7 Mere Indlejring af tweet SaanichTeachers retweetede BCTF @bctf  ·  16. sep. Thank you #bced teachers for your commitment, courage, and strength. More details will be available later this morning. #bcpoli Svar 0 svar Retweet Retweetet 321 retweets 321 Føj til foretrukne Foretrukket 201 foretrukne 201 Mere Indlejring af tweet SaanichTeachers retweetede Paul Steer @PaulSteer  ·  16. sep. #BCTF local offices will be gearing up for the 2nd province wide #bced vote in as many wks. No word yet as to when. Details, details! Svar 0 svar Retweet Retweetet 9 retweets 9 Føj til foretrukne Foretrukket 1 foretrukken 1 Mere Indlejring af tweet SaanichTeachers retweetede Steve Lus @stevecbc  ·  16. sep. They did what many predicted impossible. No legislation. A tentative deal. Breakthrough. Vince Ready wears white hat again. #bced #cbc Svar 0 svar Retweet Retweetet 15 retweets 15 Føj til foretrukne Foretrukket 6 foretrukne 6 Mere Indlejring af tweet SaanichTeachers fulgte Mike Galliford, wesupportbcteachers, Cheryl Bloxham og 23 andre Vis @mikegalliford igen Skjul @mikegalliford Følg Følger Følg ikke længere Blokeret Fjern blokering Afventer Annuller Mike Galliford @mikegalliford Learner, Teacher, Responsible Crew Member on Spaceship Earth Vis @WeSupportBCTeac igen Skjul @WeSupportBCTeac Følg Følger Følg ikke længere Blokeret Fjern blokering Afventer Annuller wesupportbcteachers @WeSupportBCTeac Tweets from Twitter and our Facebook page. We are parents. We are CUPE. We want a fair deal for BC Teachers and better support for kids We Support BC Teachers! Twitter er måske overbelastet eller oplever en midlertidig forstyrrelse. Prøv igen Besøg Twitter-status for mere information. Luk SaanichTeachers fulgte Gå ikke glip af nogen opdateringer fra SaanichTeachers Central Saanich, BC · Skift © 2014 Twitter Om Hjælp Annonce-info Luk Trends Trends skræddersyet kun til dig. Trends giver dig en enestående mulighed for at komme tættere på det du interesserer dig for. Trends bliver skræddersyet til dig baseret på din lokalitet og hvem du følger. Skift Behold skræddersyede trends Få globale trends Udført Afvis Luk Forrige Næste Luk Gå til en persons profil Gemte søgninger Fjern Verificeret konto @ Foreslåede brugere Verificeret konto @ Verificeret konto @ Luk Retweet dette til dine følgere? Annuller Retweet Luk Er du sikker på, at du vil slette dette tweet? Annuller Slet Luk Bloker Annuller Bloker Føj en lokalitet til dine tweets Når du tweeter med en lokalitet, gemmer Twitter den lokalitet. Du kan slå lokalitet til/fra forud for hvert tweet og har altid muligheden for at slette din lokalitetshistorie. Lær mere Slå lokalitet til Ikke nu Slå lokalitet fra Luk Profilresumé Luk Dine lister Luk Opret en ny liste Listenavn Beskrivelse Under 100 tegn, valgfri Privatliv Offentlig · Enhver kan følge denne liste Privat · Det er kun dig, der kan se denne liste Gem liste Luk Luk Indlejring af dette tweet Føj dette tweet til dit websted ved at kopiere koden nedenfor. Lær mere Hmm, der var et problem med forbindelsen til serveren. Forsøg igen? Inkluder moder-tweet Inkluder medier Forhåndsvisning Luk Tilmeld dig Twitter Ikke på Twitter? Tilmeld dig, find de emner du holder af, og bliv opdateret så snart noget sker. Har du en konto? Log ind » Luk To-vejs (sende og modtage) tjenestenumre: Land Kode For kunder af USA 40404 (nogen) Canada 21212 (nogen) Storbritannien 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brasilien 40404 Nextel, TIM Haiti 40404 Digicel, Voila Irland 51210 Vodafone, O2 Indien 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Indonesien 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italien 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » Se sms-tjenestenumre for andre lande Luk Bekræftelse)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/data.cfm?page=WCBdecisions&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true,BCTF Home E-mail Lists Links A to Z Index Contact Us Help SITE SEARCH Quick Links BCTF formsBCTF NewsFrançaisLabour linksPensionsTeacher NewsmagazineTeaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Health & Safety > WCB Advocacy > WCB decisions WCB Decisions The objective of this page is to provide Workers' Compensation Board decision information to Local Presidents and members. The decisions in the BCTF database are limited to claims that involve teachers. Please contact Sarbrinder Lalli if you have questions about specific decisions. Enter search criteria using the search form below. To see a list of all decisions from 2012 forward, just hit the search button. Help? Search form Year of decision any 2014 2013 2012       Keyword   Please report any problems with this database or web site to BCTF Information Technology About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy Close Window Print Page   WCB Decisions The objective of this page is to provide Workers' Compensation Board decision information to Local Presidents and members. The decisions in the BCTF database are limited to claims that involve teachers. Please contact Sarbrinder Lalli if you have questions about specific decisions. Enter search criteria using the search form below. To see a list of all decisions from 2012 forward, just hit the search button. Help? Search form Year of decision any 2014 2013 2012       Keyword   Please report any problems with this database or web site to BCTF Information Technology)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8054&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 6, April 2005 Classified advertising TRAVEL/VACATION LONG BEACH. Furn. 2 bd. suite, sleeps 6. Pets okay. Near Ucluelet, 10 min. drive from Pacific Rim Park. 250-726-2311, www.island.net/~s-kayak FRANCE. Ultimate vacations, privately owned, beautiful furn. 1 bd. central Paris. Provence lovely furn. house close to Avignon. Wkly/ mthly. 604-738-1876, 604-298-3904, iroland@uniserve.com GALIANO ISLAND. Warm hospitality in beautiful architect designed house, 3 bd., self-accom. or BnB. 250-539-9863, www.cedarplace.com/jasmine WHISTLER Alta Lake, waterfront, 1 bd. condo, sleeps 4, 1 km to village, FP, TV/VCR/ DVD. summer/winter rates, 604-298-2070. KIHEI, MAUI. Large selection of fully equipped condos. Great beaches. Near shopping centre. Call Alf 604-291-1751, F: 604-291-9773, kihei@telus.net. SUNSHINE COAST (Halfmoon Bay) cozy cedar cottage, sleeps 4-6, fantastic ocean view, F/P, BBQ. Call 604-885-7606 or www.blackberrycottagebc.com QUEEN CHARLOTTE ISLANDS. Fabulous "mothership" kayaking, wilderness adventure, unforgettable experiences. www.island.net/ ~archipel or 1-888-559-8317. MAUI. Privately owned, beautiful fully furn. 2 bd., 2 bath condo across from Kamaole beaches. Great complex, Great location. 250-598-6955, F: 250-598-6965. MAUI KAMAOLE. Steps to Wailea and Kamaole Beach, fully equip. 1 bd., 2 baths, 2 pools, tennis, private garden. Suit 2 couples or family of 4. Owner rental. Evelyn 604-738-9295. tikkunyoga@shaw.ca WHISTLER GETAWAY. Pinecrest Estates, 5 bd., 1400 sq.ft. cabin, sauna, deck with BBQ, fully-equip. kitchen, DW, WD, wood stove (wood provided). Rates from $175/nt. (seasonal) glush@shaw.ca or 604-936-3346. WHISTLER Creekside townhouse for rent. Sleeps 8, 2 baths, view of Alpha Lake. 604-535-3447. DREAMING OF A BEACH VACATION? Stay in one of our private waterfront homes in Mexico and Canada. 1-888-848-2231, www.globalhavens.com HOME AWAY FROM HOME Beautiful Lake Okanagan View Homes, available by the week. 250-494-0872. BLACKCOMB Luxury 2 bd/loft, 3 bath, sleeps 7, ski-in, ski-out, 604-940-0156. DISCOVER FRANCE ON TWO WHEELS This is not your ordinary Tour de France. Cycle by fields of sunflowers and magnificant chateaux. Explore the delights of rural France from our framhouse in the Loire Valley. Guided by the unbound enthusiasm of a Francophile teacher, the 10 day tours depart July 5 and 15. www.travellers-tale.com, email: info@travellers-tale.com. Exclusive to Panorama Travel 1-800-320-3377, BC reg #2683. WHISTLER 1 bd. condo (Whistler Creekside) sleeps 4, F/P, hot tub, swimming pool, sauna, kitchen fully equipped, u/ground parking, close to lift and stores. Call Jan or John at 604-530-0958. QUALICUM BEACH Dandelion Cottage offers 1 bd., full kitchen, cozy and comfortable private suite. A great getaway, close to the beach in summer, skiing in winter. Very affordable. 250-752-5127. www.geocities. com/dandelioncottageca/ QUADRA ISLAND W/F cottage rental, summer 2005. Also varied other accommodations. 1-800-661-9441. GABRIOLA COTTAGE Private, 2 bd., sleeps 6, kitchen, yard, sandy beach access, ideal for young children, N/P, N/S, $775/ wk. 250-247-9883, e-mail boysen@shaw.ca, www.gabriolacottage.netfirms.com. CYCLE FRANCE 7-day cycling tours of southwest France and Dordogne River valley. Visit prehistoric caves, Roman ruins, medieval castles. Linguistic and cultural immersion. Enthusiastic BC teacher is your guide. 4 tours in July and August 2005. Incl. all meals, visits, bicycles, 7 nights accom. in Roque-Gageac, France. More details at www.div3.ca or contact Jon at jcpreston@shaw.ca. WHISTLER Alpine Meadows, 3 bd. chalet, sleeps 6. Fully equip. kitchen, wood stove. Close to Meadow Park Arena. Call John 604-987-7619. FRANCE FRANCE FRANCE Holiday rental. Renovated 2 bd. houses in ancient vineyard village, SW France. Great walking, cycling, food, wine. $630 CDN/wk. per family unit. E-mail: mjcapper@hotmail.com. Visit www.users.bigpond.com/scapper/france. WHISTLER Village North, 2 bd. deluxe townhome. View at www.whistler vacationhome.ca, 604-531-6847. CRAB COVE B&B Pristine oceanfront property on Holberg Inlet; kayaking, hiking, fishing, bear, whale and boat tours. Art lessons on request. Mary Park: 250-949-8181, gmpark@island.net, www.bcbbonly.com EDUCATORS B&B TRAVEL NETWORK $34 a night for 2! 6,000 B&B’s Worldwide. Educators hosting educators since 1986. "Great experience!" Jim and Avril #11744, Prince George, BC. See our complete membership directory and join online at www.educatorstravel.com. Write: Box 5279, Eugene, OR 97405 or call 800-377-3480. Fun, friends, and adventure with fellow educators! SUNSHINE COAST Powell River. Fully furn. 2 bd. log house. W/D. Located behind owners house on walkon waterfront lot in beautiful sandy Douglas Bay. Quiet and peaceful. Pets welcome. Avail. June, July & Sept. $420/wk. Call Barb 604-487-0320. SW FRANCE Charente, chambre d’hotes, peaceful countryside, wonderful for hiking/ cycling; located outside Aubeterre-sur-dronne, one of France’s "prettiest villages." Contact cotswold@coulter.plus.com ENGLAND Cotswold Cottage: www.cotswoldholidaylets.co.uk VERNON, OKANAGAN LAKE 3 bd. modern home, private, dock, pristine waterfront. July/August, $2000/wk. 250-595-2701. QUADRA ISLAND Hike, bike, kayak year-round on our beautiful west coast island. From cozy cabins in the woods to luxury waterfront homes. www.quadraislandvacation rentals.com, 1-800-435-2556. SAVARY ISLAND 2 bd. deluxe waterview duplex, 100 level yards to sandy beach. N/P. Avail. June-Sept. from $500/wk. 250-248-9215. Web: www.vanislenet.net/savary PARKSVILLE BAY WATERFRONT Private cabin: panoramic view, 1 blk to town. N/P. Avail. July/Aug. from $550/wk. 250-248-9215. Web: www.vanislenet.net/maxwell SUNSHINE COAST 3 bd., 2 bath waterfront cottage, private, safe beach, close to Sechelt, biking/hiking, kayaking. Great getaway for families or singles. $700/wk. 604-932-5677, d&dunn@telus.net DETOUR COLONIAL MEXICO Tours to explore retirement in San Miguel. Photo journey for amateur and professionals. Day of the Dead in Oaxaca. www.detours.biz, 604-733-8242. WHISTLER Condo. Sleeps 4, views, close to village, all amenities. 604-943-9423. WATERFRONT LOG CABIN Texada Island, hot tub, deck, F/P, TV/VCR/stereo. 1 bd. (queen), loft (double), and hide-a-bed. Beautiful sunsets, beachcoming, kayaking, cycling. 10 BC Ferries daily. N/P, N/S, Sept-June. $750/wk. July-Aug. $999/wk. 604-886-0548 or suncoaststudio@uniserve.com WHISTLER Lorimer Rd./Alta Lake beachfront. 2 storey, 2 bd. condo, sleeps 6, all amenities, 10 min. to village N, great family location. $150/nt., (2 nt. min.) 604-988-8231. LEARN SPANISH IN OAXACA and enjoy the culture, history and people of one of Mexico’s most beautiful states. Homestays can be arraned. ICI Instituto de Comunication Intercultural, www.icioaxaca.com, director@icioaxaca.com, BC’s Julie Briese e-mail: tranquil.shores@telus.net POINT ROBERTS South Beach. 2 cottages avail. Fully furn., private and quiet. Located only 1/2 blk from the expansive beach. Wkly, monthly or long term. Just 40 min. from Vancouver. lamckim@hotmail.com SALTSPRING waterfront home, 2300 sq.ft. fully equipped, 3 bd., $1200/wk. jmoliver@telus.net, 604-942-7321. FRANCE south languedoc small village house available for rent, www.swanshouse infrance.com PREDATOR RIDGE GOLF RESORT in Vernon. Brand new 1 bd., 1 bath condo. Sleeps 4. Full kitchen. World class 27-hole course and spa. E-mail: jennross@shaw.ca. Pics at www.predatorridge.com. Regular $179, teacher special $129. OKANAGAN-SHUSWAP VACATIONS Spacious travel and tent trailers available for rent. sunrvrentals.com, ph/fax 250-546-8921. SUNDRENCHED VACATIONS in Provence France. Newly renovated, privately owned cottage in the heart of the French countryside. Secluded and yet near all amenities, approx. 40 km north of St. Tropez. Sleeps 6, wkly/mthly rates. 604-675-9878 or marjie23@hotmail.com. SHUSWAP LAKE semi-waterfront trailer for weekly rent. July 4 through Sept. 11. Beach, dock, deck, BBQ. Sleeps 2 (4). Near golf course and boat marina. $400/wk. 604-536-8647. UNESCO PRAGUE 1-2 wk. tour/paint/ photo/rent with Czechcanadian artist/ teacher/guide. Discover castles, vineyards, spas, breweries, caves, mines in July-Sept. 8 people max. Yearound rent central beautifully furn. 1 bd., sleeps 5, jacuzzi, balcony. 604-929-5414, www. laniportfolio.com, www.vetrovastudio.com GABRIOLA ISLAND Furn. 1 bd. cottage. Rent by week or 1/2 week. Summer 2005, near ferry and beach. N/P. 250-247-9576. CORTES ISLAND 3 bd. waterfront house. Weekly. N/P. Phone 250-935-6915. SUNSHINE COAST waterfront cottage, fully equip., sleeps 4, F/P, BBQ, W/D, 604-885-1921, email: twolees@dccnet.com WHISTLER RETREAT 4 bd. family cabin with great view in quiet Emerald Estates. Fully furn. and equip., min. from sports complex, 5 miles to village, reasonable rates. Call Mary 604-942-7071. AT RESTAWHILE B&B in Surrey near Hwy1. Gracious home, park-like setting, pool, hot tub, 2 dble rooms, 1 single. Internet. Families welcome. Owner/operator retired teachers. Educator rates available. Visit us at www.atrestawhile.com or call 604-589-9679 or 604-857-9679. WATERFRONT COTTAGES fabulous privately owned. Call GREAT SPOTS! 604-526-5900. www.greatspots.com PARKSVILLE Rathtrevor Beach, ground floor, oceanfront condo, sandy beach, fully furn., spectacular views, golf, trails. 250-949-6702. COMOX VALLEY Vancouver Island executive house on 1 wooded acre, July 9 to Aug. 30, walk to Crown Isle, 5 min. drive to downtown Comox. Utilities only in exchange for looking after blind cat and older dog, no children, no pets, 250-339-0362, e-mail: iwoolman@shaw.ca VACATION TIME Enjoy Cameron Lake in Coombs’ holiday country, Vancouver Island (enroute to Long Beach, Pacific Rim and adjacent to Parksville and Qualicum Beach). Comfortable fully-equipped cottages in forested retreat, sleep 6, sundecks with BBQ, overlooking sandy beach. Seasonal and specialty rates avail. 250-248-6655. SHUSWAP LAKE vacation home rentals across road from beach/park. www. shuswapvacations.ca or 604-309-6102. OKANAGAN cabin for rent close to lake, newly built, sleeps 8, fully equipped kitchen, deck. Inquire 250-550-3000. GRANADA, NICARAGUA Discover this beautiful Spanish colonial city and little known country. B & B run by retired BC teacher. For information contact carolannrea@hotmail.com SUMMERLAND log studio suite, close to beaches, self contained, queen log bed, sofa bed, tv, f/p, bbq, w/d, patio under grape arbor. $560/wk. Photos. pepperdines@ shaw.ca, 250-494-9809. WHISTLER deluxe 3 bd. townhouse, Twin Lakes, tennis courts, swimming pools, lake with canoes. Close to valley trail. Reasonable. 604-531-7408, 604-538-3239. ADVENTURES FOR WOMEN ONLY in Wells Gray and Bowron Lakes Provincial parks. Renew! Retreat! Relax! www.go-outdoors.ca, 250-674-0204. SHUSWAP LAKE waterfront retreat for 2-4. $700/wk. Washer/dryer. 250-835-4662 OKANAGAN LAKESIDE home by week, June to Oct. Large deck & dock. Phone 604-937-3095, e-mail c_jordan@shaw.ca DETOUR COLONIAL MEXICO on your own SELF GUIDED tours to San Miguel, Guanajuato and Oaxaca. www.detours.biz, 604-733-8242. SILVER STAR mountain chalets and suites. Luxurious ski in/out accommodation. Private hot tubs, fully equipped kitchens, gas F/P. Avail. year round www.alpinechaletrental.com or pmmunroe@shaw.ca OCEANFRONT HOME Parksville, BC. To view www.members.shaw.ca/qoughan, $1400/wk., monthly neg. 250-468-5243. QUADRA ISLAND beautiful new studio cottage, kitchenette, bath, sleeps two. $65/nt. 250-285-3387, www3.telus.net/ aboveallcottage/ SUNSHINE COAST Pender Harbour. Clean, cozy 1 bd. oceanfront suite in heritage home. Good dock. Fishing, kayaking, hiking, Skookumchuck Rapids. N/S, N/P. $500/wk., $80/nt. Susan 604-467-3978, susanwalker@telus.net GYRO BEACH Kelowna. Walk to lake, restaurants, shopping. Comfortable 2 bd. house. Yard, patio, pet friendly. N/S. July/Aug. $1200/wk. Longer stay discounts. Max. occupancy four. 250-869-0955. kr_431@hotmail.com PALM BEACH Powell River. Fully furn. home on walk-on sandy beach. 2 bd. and den. July/Aug. $200/nt., May/June/Sept. $175/nt. W/D, F/P, N/S, N/P. spiderfly@hotmail.com or 604-464-0190 for details. VACATION HOME on Okanagan Lake, Kelowna. 4 bd., 3 bath, sleeps 8. Weekly rentals Sat to Sat. Great swimming, close to wineries. E-mail: blockslanding@shaw.ca phone 250-861-7067. PENTICTON 4 bd. home for rent weekly July-Aug. Faces directly onto Skaha Park & beach. Hot tub, kid friendly. rickvancamp@shaw.ca SUNSHINE COAST S. of Lund, waterfront, 3 bd. furn. home, avail. July 4-11, 11-18, Aug. 29-Sept. 5. $800/wk. 250-338-1947. http://members.shaw.ca/kennedy-macneill/ CULTUS LAKE 3 bd. cottage, 150 ft. to lake. N/P, N/S, avail. April-Aug. 31, $700/wk. or monthly neg. 604-464-2890 or delia_cooper@telus.net HALIFAX holiday/study accommodation. Large, sunny 2 bd. suite in heritage apt. directly across from Dalhousie Medical School, 2 blks from Spring Garden Rd. Easy walking to downtown waterfront. May to Aug. weekly or monthly. Phone: 902-422-5185. E-mail: rhianydd@backpacker.com MAYNE ISLAND Sunny retreat, 2 bd. & loft, fully equipped, N/S, 1 blk. from Dinner Bay Park. 604-264-1855 or 604-838-5995. HORNBY ISLAND 2 bd. "Lakatoro" cabin, weekly rental, July/Aug. members.shaw.ca/scombs/cabin.html ROBERTS CREEK Beautiful waterfront heritage home. 4 bd. Close to restaurants, stores, sandy beach! Sleeps 8 to 10, BBQ, VCR/TV. Call 604-885-7775, smcgillivray@dccnet.com MAYNE ISLAND suite. 5 min. walk to Japanese Gardens Dinner Bay Community Park. Large south facing veranda. N/S, N/P, 604-847-0807 or 250-539-3412. TOFINO located on magnificant Clayoquot Sound, Cannery Retreat is an attractive, adult oriented, fully equipped 1 bd. loft condo with fireplace. Sleeps 4. Steps from restaurants, galleries, shops, kayaking, whale watching, wilderness photography, hiking, and more. N/S. N/P. Minimum 2 days. 1-888-492-6662 www.victoriabc.com/accom/cannery.html SHUSWAP LAKE Cabin, sleeps 4-6, lakeview, wkly rental June-Sept. 604-525-9558. LAKE ERROCH cozy cottage, 1.5 hr from Vancouver, 30 min. from Harrison. sleeps 4-6, golf, hike, fish nearby. 604-525-9558. LEARN TO SAIL this summer. Special offer for teachers. Details on web site. http://users.koakonnect.com/erichameister SUNSHINE COAST (Lower Gibsons). Large 3 bd., 3 bath., furn. home, view, min. to beaches. Avail. wkly or for July and/or Aug. Photos avail. 1-604-886-2417. gwalker@dccnet.com FLY FISHING lessons & Wilderness Lodge Retreats, Fort St. James BC. Digital photography workshops, wildlife photography, canoeing and more. Great meals, private cabins and good fun. 3 hr. drive from Pr. George. Summer special $345 pp for 3 days. Call Frank 250-649-0340, www.wildtrout.ca SUNSHINE COAST Gibsons, 2 bd. oceanview house avail. June-Sept. $400/wk. 250-803-1533. nicholson-credo@hotmail.com FOR RENT/EXCHANGE VANCOUVER. Clean, bright, quiet, centrally located condos at Robson & Bute. 1 bd. $85/single, 2 bd. $95-$105/ single. Daily/ weekly/monthly rates. 604-608-4268, dbemc@hotmail.com . KITS CONDO 1 bd., furnished, near beach. Available from April to July. 604-737-7181. MONTREAL Large new condo Mt. Royal area. 2 bd. +den fully equipped. Avail. from May to Aug. $1500/mo. +utilities. 250-479-7170 or cmorin@shaw.ca. VANCOUVER/COQUITLAM 2 bd. furn. house, surrounded by ravine, creek, trees, 5 appl, avail. July/05 — Apr/06. Contact Jennie at joeboulanger@telus.net, 604-936-8554. UVIC AREA Furn. room, private bath, shared kitchen, quiet. $450/mo. 250-721-4960. KELOWNA 2 bd. fully furn. condo. Avail. May—Aug. 8 min. from North Campus, UBC Okanagan. Contact dingersdad@hotmail.com KITSILANO HOUSE Avail. July 1—Nov. fully furn. 3 bd., den, 2 bath, W/D, D/W, 10 min. to UBC & downtown. Close to bus stop. $1400/ mo. 604-738-1876, iroland@uniserve.com NEW WESTMINSTER house, 3 bd., 3 bath, close to SFU, skytrain, community, rec., pool, parks, shopping. Avail. July and Aug. 604-525-6731, drickbeil@hotmail.com VICTORIA 4 bd., 2 bth., in Oak Bay. July. $1000/wk. want@shaw.ca (for web pictures). 250-384-3499. WANTED TO RENT house/condo in the Vernon area for 2-4 wks. (July 17-Aug. 13). Partially retired couple with grandkids, pet. Contact Sharon 250-564-3492 or Jeremy jeregreenfield@telus.net. SUMMER RENTAL July 15-Aug. 6, large 1912 heritage home for rent, 3 bd. plus upper floor (sleeps 8), $60/night, call 604-322-9613 or email alidanpau@yahoo.ca. WHITE ROCK. Private 1 bd. fully furn. suite plus sofabed located right above W.R. pier. Steps to promenade and beach. $70/nt 604-542-9296, ggreveling@shaw.ca WANTED TO RENT Retired teaching couple looking for home to rent in Vancouver. July/Aug. twoinku8@yahoo.ca VANCOUVER Summer sublet, 1 bd. nice clean central $800/mo. lavoieunique@ yahoo.com, 604-730-0461 NANAIMO North, furn. 3 bd. Sept. to Dec. 250-756-4054. VICTORIA 3 bd. home, close to UVic, beaches, large fenced yard. Avail. for the summer months. Further details email: barbmccambridge@hotmail.com or 250-478-8715. VANCOUVER newly renovated furn. studio apt. in West End. 3 blk. from Stanley Park and English Bay. May 1-June 30 (wkly rates) and July 1-Aug. 12 (summer sublet). 250-447-6393. VICTORIA 2 bd., 2 bath, spacious condo, central, on bike trail, $1200 (July or Aug.) Call 250-382-5673. CRESCENT BEACH cottage, South Surrey, Avail. Sept. 1/05 to June 30/06. 2 bd., large fenced yard, 2 blks from beach, N/S. $1100/mo. Ideal for young teachers! Susanna 604-853-5415. SUMMER SUBLET near SFU, 2 bd. townhouse. Furn. July/Aug. $900/mo. 604-291-7645. VANCOUVER West End apt. facing Stanley Park. Sublet fully furn. 1 bd. plus den from Sept. 1 for maximum of 6 mo. $1,500/mo. incl. utilities. 604-662-4996. VICTORIA contemporary 3 bd., 2 bath, garden duplex. Excellent central location. July 1—30. NS/NP. $1350. 250-592-4563. BED & BREAKFAST Port Moody, water view, ensuite, on bus route, $40/day. 604-936-9806 (days), 604-469-1254 (after 8 pm) VICTORIA sublet, July 2-30, 2 bd. furn. house. Close to UVic and bus. Big yard and pool. No dogs. $1200/mo. or $450/wk. Contact alabrecque@shaw.ca, phone: 250-598-7891. VANCOUVER False Creek, 1 bd. fully equipped condo, hwd. floors, quiet, sublet July and Aug. Photos avail. 1-604-886-2417, gwalker@dccnet.com VICTORIA New luxury 1 bd. condo, util. incl., gym, undergr. parking, near downtown, UVic bus route, N/S, N/P, avail. immediately. $900. 250-479-2059. FALSE CREEK condo, reasonable rent, July, possibly Aug. Close to city, parks, shopping, beaches. 604-220-7636 or j_freer9@telus.net MISCELLANEOUS MASTER OF SPECIAL EDUCATION by coursework offered by Flinders University of S. Australia is recognized by the B.C. Teacher Qualification Service. The degree is available entirely in distance mode. Applications are invited now for commencement of study in 2005. More information at: http://ehlt-online. flinders.edu.au/bc or from the program co-ordinator, Bernice.Burnip@ flinders.edu.au www.findAtutor.ca Students looking for tutors, tutors looking for students. A comprehensive tutor listing service in Canada. Accepting listings from throughout BC. To advertise tutoring, or to search for a tutor, visit www.findAtutor.ca RETIRING? Undecided about the Joint Life Option? Order Choosing the Right Options, a straightforward guide/ workbook for selecting the best option for your situation. Cost: $15. Mail Ken Smith, 5120 Ewart St., Burnaby, BC V5J 2W2 or phone BCTF Lesson Aids. CANADIAN TEACHERS OVERSEAS Short or long-term teaching in China and Korea? Contact: Carol Baird-Krul, 250-247-0077, cbairdkrul@shaw.ca. Experienced overseas educator, proven placement advisor. USE YOUR MOUSE to find your house! Victoria, Sooke & Sidney. Thinking of buying or selling, click on Victoria’s top real estate website, free reports and MLS listings with full addresses at www.carolliving stone.com. Carol Livingstone, B.Ed., Re/ Max Camosun, carol@carollivingstone. com, toll free 1-800-663-2121, 250-744-3301. WHO SHOULD YOU TRUST with all of your real estate transactions? How about another teacher? Peter Adams, Sutton Group Seafair Realty. Serving the Lower Mainland. Special consideration given to BCTF members and their families. Please call 604-319-4378. padams@sutton.com TIRED OF BEING RETIRED? This is an extraordinary opportunity to conduct a lucrative and healthy at home business. Tremendous income opportunities. The product sells itself, has been in Canada only 12 months and has a great deal of independent science and research backing. lamckim@hotmail.com FOR SALE 1992 Sable Stn. Wagon, 3.8 L Lt. blue. Exc. cond. Exc. family car. Seats 8. Extras! $3,200. 604-535-3447. EXCHANGE Alberta teacher seeks year exchange to BC. Req. Catholic applicant who teaches jr/sr. seconary science. Central Alberta location in town of 6,000, 1 hr. from Edmonton and 2 hrs. from Calgary. Contact Carol Wilkins at the Canadian Education Exchange Foundation. 705-739-7596, cwilk@ceef.ca. VICTORIA NORMAL SCHOOL REUNION 50-yr. reunion for the 1954—55 graduating class. Searching for graduates. June 7—9, 2005 at Victoria Normal School. f_lroemer@ shaw.ca or 604-939-0613. DRAMAWORKS 2005 Theatre Alberta hosts a variety of theatre workshops designed to collectively engage educators, amateurs, and professionals! Workshops in curriculum, collective creation, acting, directing, choreography, sound and prop design, and more. Weekend and week-long formats running July 8-17, 2005, at The Citadel Theatre, Edmonton.  Early bird pricing available until June 3. Visit theatrealberta.com or call 780-422-8162. GET QUALIFIED IN PD. No formal training in the discipline? Starting Sept. 2005, learn part-time over 2 years, with a manageable schedule designed for working teachers. Call Brian Storey 604-527-5512, storeyb@ douglas.bc.ca, www.douglas.bc.ca/ pespecialist. DOG WALKING/PET SITTING Retired teacher provides personal professsional pet attention. Westside Vancouver 604-710-9909. www.acpsn.com/susanspets RESOURCES SCIENCE ACTIVITIES for the visual learner. Designed for junior science and senior biology in BC. To order, phone 604-852-0923 or e-mail davidhague@ uniserve.com, www.visuallearner.ca AWARD WINNING CHILDREN’S PERFORMERS ‘The Buddy System’ bring social responsibility curriculum to life with dynamic, fun school concerts. FREE CDs and activity books with booking. 604-215-2760 or info@buddy-system.org. BLUEPRINT FOR WILD CLASSES! Teach your children about Burns Bog. Book a tour! Buy a book! Buy a video! For rates and prices, contact Burns Bog Conservation Society, 604-572-0373 or 1-888-850-6264, www.burnsbog.org.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9036,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2003 Special Issue Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, Special Issue, September 2003 Teacher letters provoke heavy-handed college response Some BCTF members sent letters directly to the college, indicating they will not pay the fee to the new, politically appointed body. Clearly, the college is worried that the BCTF strategy of withholding fees and acting in concert will succeed. Acting Registrar Marie Kerchum, has sent a copy of her letter to all school boards, trying to involve them in bullying and threatening teachers to pay their fees. Her letter warns of expulsion from the college and loss of teacher certificate and is designed to scare teachers. Hopefully, school boards will work with us to protect the teaching profession from political interference. Locals have written to their respective school districts, asking that they not intimidate teachers or ask them to pay the college fees in violation of the BCTF strategy that has been collectively decided. Members should remind themselves of the following: Signing the letter to stop authorization to deduct fees is a small step. The deadline for payment of college fees is November 30. Members are NOT to send letters rescinding fee authorization to the college or the school board, but to the local. Our strategy consciously builds in an assessment of how many letters have been collected from teachers followed by a decision whether enough have been gathered prior to submitting them to school boards. There will be a vote of all members prior to finalizing our strategy. The BCTF has pledged full political, legal, and financial support to any member who may face punitive action as a result of participation in the strategy. The timeline of the college for removal of membership due to failure to pay fees is between three and six months after the November 30 date. There is great protection and strength in numbers—we cannot give in to bullies—together we are strong—together, we will protect and defend our profession and achieve our goals. If ANY member is threatened as a result of their participation in our collective strategy, they should immediately phone their local office for assistance. The BCTF Representative Assembly adopted the following motion: "That the BCTF will provide political, legal, and financial support, as necessary, to any member who may face disciplinary action as a result of participation in a Federation-approved job-action activity or other collective strategy." – Lynne Sinclair Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12138,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2001 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 13, Number 7, May/June 2001 Teachers stand against FTAA by Nancy Knickerbocker Eleven representatives of the B.C. Teachers’ Federation travelled to Quebec City in April to lend their voices to the rising international chorus of citizens calling for fair trade, not "free" trade throughout the Americas. They participated in the People’s Summit on Education, which brought together 60 teachers from North, Central and South America, and they joined in the protest marches in the city and at the infamous "Wall of Shame." Even though it meant facing riot police, tear gas, and their own legitimate fears, the teachers were determined to witness events first-hand and to stand with the many young people and students who were on the frontlines. "At this historic juncture, it is crucial that we join with our colleagues from throughout the Americas and insist that public education must be kept out of trade agreements," said BCTF President David Chudnovsky. Through its International Solidarity Program, the BCTF has built strong links with teachers in Latin America. The Federation sponsors projects in co-operation with teachers’ organizations in 11 nations: Mexico, Guatemala, El Salvador, Honduras, Costa Rica, Panama, Bolivia, Peru, Chile, Argentina, and Cuba. "This international work has taught us a lot about the negative impact that economic globalization is already having upon public education everywhere in the hemisphere," Chudnovsky said. Throughout the Americas, teachers report deep cuts to education budgets, increased use of mass standardized testing, more profound inequalities of access to education at all levels, politicization of teacher certification, and greater corporate influence in schools. Those changes all indicate that the education of citizens is increasingly subjected to the rules of the market, not tailored to the needs of democratic societies. "Education is not a commodity to be sold," Chudnovsky said. "Schools are not factories, and students are not products. This is about democracy and sovereignty, and the Free Trade Area of the Americas poses serious threats to both. Do we want policy about what our children learn being decided by trade tribunals? Absolutely not!" Chudnovsky and Second Vice-President Jinny Sims were accompanied to Quebec by four other members of the Federation’s Executive Committee and teachers from the Social Justice, International Solidarity, and Aboriginal Education advisory committees. On the local scene, BCTF First Vice-President Neil Worboys and Lower Mainland teachers joined as many as 5,000 other citizens on April 21 at the Peace Arch Park at the border crossing south of Vancouver. The Peace Arch Coalition brought together 95 organizations on both sides of the border to make this dramatic statement of international solidarity in a common cause. "Democracy sure is a powerful myth" and "Hell is paved with greedy people" were among the messages on the hundreds of colourful placards at the event. BCTF members marched through the arch under a new banner reading "Keep education out of trade agreements." —Nancy Knickerbocker Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media last tweet "" @ - 12:00am Follow @ last post "" facebook/ - Jan 1st Like Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/IntlSolidarity.aspx?id=32452&printPage=true,BCTF International Solidarity > Get Involved  	BCTF International Solidarity  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Social Justice > Programs and Workshops > International Solidarity > Solidarity Get Involved   Join the globaled email list  The globaled email list provides periodic updates on BCTF international projects, advertizes for project participants, and provides information on relevant international issues. To subscribe, contact Anne Field (afield@bctf.ca). Create your own local international committee  One way of getting involved internationally is through a local union international solidarity committee. Here’s a “how to” based on the experience of the Surrey Teachers’ Association: International solidarity in Surrey.   Support CoDevelopment Canada  CoDevelopment Canada is an international NGO located in Vancouver that supports partnerships between organizations in Canada and Latin America. The BCTF has been a partner with CoDevelopment Canada since its formation in the mid-’90s. It is through this organization that many of the BCTF projects received funding from the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA), until 2013.  BCTF International Solidarity Program crossword puzzle  Test your knowledge of the BCTF’s international work.   Incorporate peace and global education in your classroom  Discover ways to incorporate peace and global education into your classroom and learn what exciting things are happening in classrooms around BC by visiting the Peace and Global Education web page.  )
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "RT @nationalpost: Tories' temporary foreign worker overhaul is 'tragically misdirected': Christy Clark http://t.co/EV5YPyV9lC" @John_Yap - 02:49pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/BCTFNews.aspx?id=21591&printPage=true,BCTF News, Vol. 16, No. 1, September 2010  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Newsletters and Alerts > BCTF News > 2010-11 Archives BCTF News Teachers Working Together for Quality Public Education   Volume 16 No. 1  September 2010  Table of Contents BCTF completes worklife study  Consultation on class size and composition  Full-day K takes off  Alarm raised over Wi-Fi  Charter challenge to Bills 27 and 28  UK to scrap General Teaching Council  BCTF completes worklife study A major study by the research department at the BCTF into teacher's work has just been published. A number of topics were covered in the study ranging from workload issues through how teachers spend their summers. The study shows that despite the prevalence of difficult conditions, teachers gain satisfaction in their work from the successes shown by their students, and in knowing that they have made a difference in their students' lives. However, the difficult working conditions and the stresses of the job are causing one in five teachers, who are in mid-career, to consider leaving the profession. This staggering figure does not bode well for teacher retention in the future. Stress results from multiple demands on teachers' time and the difficulty in maintaining some semblance of balance between work and personal life. Teachers report working long hours (an average of up to 50 hours a week), a continuing decline in working and learning conditions, and an increasing workload. A more detailed summary of the study is contained in the September edition of Teacher, and subsequent editions will feature more in-depth coverage of each of the studies' topic areas. Consultation on class size and composition Teachers have embarked on the consultation process prescribed under legislation that begins every school year and every semester for Grades 4-12. If a class has more than three designated students with special needs or is in excess of class-size limits, teachers are to be consulted by the principal before finalizing either size or composition. Principals are obligated to provide all relevant information on the proposed class and the teacher has at least two days to review this information before the consultation meeting. If, in the judgment of the teacher, the class is not educationally sound, the factors adversely affecting the learning situation need to be identified and suggestions for solutions and requests for additional resources made. Documenting the process on the union consultation form with the necessary information will enable a grievance to be filed should the principal insist the class in question is educationally sound. Full-day K takes off Back to school began with a flurry of articles in newspapers throughout the province on the start of full-day Kindergarten. Considerable fanfare accompanied the opening of the school year, which included for the first time, half of the province's five-year-olds in full-day Kindergarten. The minister of education called it a "landmark day" as she joined teachers and parents on a visit to an elementary school in Coquitlam. The familiar strains of how this will greatly improve life's prospects for children, and what a sound investment it is, were heard province-wide. A number of articles also covered the implementation of full-day Kindergarten in Ontario, and contrasted the difference with BC. Ontario's program is far more ambitious because it includes four-year-olds as well as five-year-olds at 600 sites in the province, and aims to bring before- and after-school care as well as year-round childcare to every school. The BCTF is clear that full-day Kindergarten can only be successfully implemented if: there are adequate resources available to support it. the program offered is play-based. the curriculum is culturally sensitive to the children in the class. the program is not an adaptation of the learning outcomes from Grades 1-3. The BCTF will be following the implementation of full-day Kindergarten carefully, and is requesting that schools implementing full-day Kindergarten complete a questionnaire, which can be found at: bctf.ca/forms/FDK-questionnaire.aspx. Alarm raised over Wi-Fi The increasing use of wireless fidelity or Wi-Fi, to connect computers and other devices using radio waves, is giving rise to increasing concern, particularly its use in schools. A recent news item on the CBC National featured a new school in Ontario that incorporated the latest technology including Wi-Fi. Students at the school were complaining of headaches, nausea, and tiredness with the result that some parents decided to move their children to other schools. Lynn Quiring, who has written a detailed article on the hazards of Wi-Fi in schools, says that children are particularly vulnerable to its affects. Since the skull bones of a child's head don't fully harden until about age 22 they are more permeable and hence more susceptible to the effects of electromagnetic radiation than are adults. Today's children are in saturated environments both at school and home for cumulatively much longer periods than is the case with adults. In an open letter to the BCTF, Una St Clair-Moniz, executive director of Citizens for Safe Technology Society, urges a return to hard wiring in schools to eliminate the possible health risks caused by untested wireless technology. The article by Lynn Quiring is reprinted in the September edition of Teacher. Charter challenge to Bills 27 and 28 Lawyers for the Attorney General were successful in arguing for an adjournment of the hearing, which was to proceed on September 20, on the grounds that they had recently discovered many boxes of potentially relevant documents. The hearing is now scheduled for 10 days commencing on November 15. The Federation will be before the BC Supreme Court to argue that the provincial government infringed the charter guarantee to freedom of association of teachers by the passage of legislation in 2002 and 2004. That legislation stripped the provincial collective agreement of many working and learning conditions, including all clauses related to class size and composition, and prohibited their inclusion into the collective agreement in the future. In 2002, the government imposed draconian legislation on a number of public-sector workers including healthcare workers, post-secondary educators, and public school teachers. Bills 27 and 28, which applied to teachers, struck provisions dealing with a range of working conditions items including class-size maximums and class composition from the provincial collective agreement. In addition, the legislation amalgamated 10 previous local agreements, effectively stripping hundreds of locally bargained terms. The legislation also prohibited the negotiation and inclusion in future collective agreements of such provisions. Lastly, the legislation imposed an arbitration process to remove the provisions from collective agreements, a process that was subsequently quashed by a BC Supreme Court Justice because the government-appointed arbitrator committed fundamental errors of law. Rather than appeal that decision, in 2004 the government passed Bill 19 to remove all provisions from the collective agreement that the arbitrator had deleted. A detailed analysis of the challenge is in the September edition of Teacher. UK to scrap General Teaching Council The UK equivalent of the British Columbia College of Teachers is about to be axed. The move comes as part of a Coalition plan to cut public sector bureaucracy, decentralize power, and save cash to service the national debt. Education Secretary, Michael Gove, said that government wishes to trust teachers-not "busybody and patronise them." The National Union of Teachers General Secretary, Christine Blower, says from the outset teachers have felt it was imposed on them and that recent moves to establish a code of conduct encompassing activities and behaviour outside of work were simply intrusive judgments on teachers' personal lives.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/10/origins-of-bcedplan.html?showComment0751349233478207,Staffroom Confidential: Origins of the #bcedplan - Updated Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, October 2, 2012 Origins of the #bcedplan - Updated Note: This blog entry was picked up by Tyee writer Katie Hyslop, who did an excellent story available here: http://thetyee.ca/News/2012/10/05/BC-Education-Plan/ It is easy to think that we are immune here in Canada from the influence of the global "education reformers" who claim to want to improve schooling. What they really want is to reduce government expenditures, reduce public service delivery, reduce the levels of service publicly funded, and at the same time create a massive opportunity for private providers in the long sought after K-12 "market". In fact, BC is a case study in how these ideas have been purposely propagated as part of a global strategy. Take a look at GELP, otherwise knows as the Global Education Leaders' Program. If you are familiar with ALEC (the American Legislative Exchange Council - a right wing organization that is propagating reactionary legislation through all the US states), GELP will look frighteningly familiar. It is a global group of "leaders" with a vision - transform public services so they do less with less, with private partners. Kind of like Charter schools or vouchers. Except with the appearance of making things better. More 21st century. GELP describes themselves: "GELP is a community of system leaders, policy-makers and thought-leaders collaborating to transform education at local, national and international levels, to equip every learner with the knowledge and skills to thrive in the 21st century." They acknowledge their "partners": Promethean, a "global education company that supports teaching and learning through integrated technology and training."; the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation; Cicso Systems Inc; the Ellen Koshlan Family Fund; and Innovation Unit, a "not-for-profit social enterprise which supports innovation in public services." One of GELP's "Jurisdictions" is none other than BC. There is a proud link to the bcedplan video here: http://gelponline.org/gelp-community/jurisdictions/british-columbia. And a little more digging finds a GELP case study report on, yes, you guessed it, the bcedplan. You can find the whole thing here (http://gelponline.org/resources/transforming-education-case-study-british-columbia), but interestingly, the report identifies the origins of the plan:"At an international conference held in Vancouver in 2009, a team from the Ministry connected with Valerie Hannon, a director of Innovation Unit and a consultant in the Global Education Leaders’ Program (GELP). Her presentation, ‘Only Connect’, struck a chord with the BC Ministry and under the leadership of Gordon Campbell, then Premier in the Province, a series of high level meetings took place which resulted in a radical vision for transforming education in British Columbia." So what is Hannon's view of a "radical vision"? Some insight can be found in a paper she co-authored for Cisco Systems. In "Developing an Innovation Ecosystem for Education", the radical vision is described clearly: "how to design public services that deliver different and better outcomes at a lower cost." (page 7)  This is done through "radical efficiencies", such as "a reduction in the number of interventions made by professionals", "decommissioning of space", "looking to alternative providers", and having "users of services frequently assume a more active role in their delivery, which serves to enhance the benefits of the service for these and other users and to reduce the costs of provision". And how will the bceplan do less for less with this radical vision? Well, just one example is special education - perhaps one of the most expensive areas of our current school system. This process began back in 2002 with the elimination of targeted funding for most students with special needs. It has progressed through the decade with the elimination of class composition rules (placing a limit on the number of students with special needs in any one class to ensure integration not segregation, as well as adequate teacher time) and the loss of over 700 special education teachers. But here is how GELP's case study describes the "next wave of reform": "Decategorisation of special needs education. In the words of Rod Allen, there will be 'no labels and no medical model. In a 21st century personalised world, I’ll tell you what a special education looks like if you can tell me what a ‘normal’ education is.'” It is not surprising that Gordon Campbell was struck with Valerie Hannon's ideas. The past decade has been all about the same type of "savings" she describes. As the BC Education Coalition pointed out back in 2010, these "savings" took place even before the Ministry was in love with Hannon's ideas: Between 2000/01 and 2009/10, the Education Ministry reports that BC has seen a net loss of 148 schools ("decommisioning of space") Net loss since 2001-02 of public school teachers: 9% ("reduction in the number of interventions made by professionals") Students with Special Needs: grad rates for most districts have declined in recent years, some by double digits (perhaps a consequence of an unrealistic expectation that "users of services" will be able to "assume a more active role in their delivery" because we apparently no longer need "labels" or a "medical model" for students with disabilities) (Note: I wrote a related blog post a year ago...different company, same message: http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2011/10/transformation-agenda-for-bc-education.html) Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 3:01 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 4 comments: C. WelchOctober 2, 2012 at 8:04 PM Great post, Tara. Of course, it's a disheartening confirmation of what we all suspected, and it goes beyond just another neo-liberal nail in the coffin. On the other hand, I'm teaching a lesson tomorrow on euphemisms and jargon, and I've just discovered some great new examples!ReplyDelete SusanOctober 3, 2012 at 7:38 AM Thanks for a good blog. I'm going to look more into this GELP thing. I think that education needs to go drastically in the OTHER direction from what they suggest.ReplyDelete René MarcelOctober 5, 2012 at 2:23 PM Excellent continued justification for our cynicism. Let's hope this kind of awareness will build to the tipping point and we can all watch government clean its own house or at least understand the need for political revolution.ReplyDelete Steve RoyOctober 28, 2012 at 11:03 AM Great post Tara ! I've been digging this GELP thing since reading your article. Just found the funding structure of GELP in their prospectus: "The Program development and delivery costs for the first year of participation in GELP are provided by funding partners. Teams need to cover the costs of their expenses such as: » travel and accommodation to attend two global events; » travel incurred while working together between events, if the team is geographically dispersed; » the time to attend global and other local events; » time and any other resource required to support their day-to-day work towards achieving the aims identified in their GELP foci or priorities." http://gelponline.org/sites/default/files/gelp_prospectus_2012-13_1.pdf I actually don't mind people of different country meeting to talk about different educational practice. I think it's great and can have good benefits (Chris Kennedy has blogged about that here http://cultureofyes.ca/2012/06/17/finland-face-to-face/) What I find difficult to swallow is that those discussion are funded by private money, not public money. In my mind, it should be the other way around... but maybe I'm too old fashion... ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ▼  October (5) The myth of personalization Schools as charities Corporate ethics? A tale of two choices... Textbook stunt no substitute for proper funding Origins of the #bcedplan - Updated ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "Eid Mubarak to all those celebrating in BC!" @bcliberals - 06:52pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=1680,BCTF News Releases  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources   For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development News Release Archives 2014  2013  2012    2011 2010  2009  2008 2007  2006  Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2006 Archives BCTF News Release BCTF Backgrounder - Chronology on class size and composition in BC 2001: School districts throughout BC had firm class-size limits for all students from K–12. Teachers negotiated these into their collective agreements. The limits were 20 for K, 22 for Grades 1–3, and in most districts Grades 4–12 classes were capped at 30. The collective agreements ensured that the resources and staffing were in place to maintain reasonable class sizes. 2002: Liberals imposed a teachers’ contract and stripped all earlier provisions protecting class sizes and services to students with special needs. They "enshrined in legislation" increased caps for primary grades. (Up from 20 to 22 for Kindergarten and from 22 to 24 for Grades 1-3.) Grades 4-12 classes no longer had firm limits. The education ministry only required that boards maintain a district-wide average of 30. As a result, class sizes increased dramatically and support for students with special needs decreased significantly. The problem has now grown to the point that ministry data released yesterday reveals there are more than 9,200 classes of 31 or more. That means hundreds of thousands of students are in overcrowded classes at present. In addition, two out of every three classes have students with special needs, and in 5% of the classes there are FIVE OR MORE students with special needs. These are untenable learning environments! It’s important to note that the Education Ministry did not collect any class-size data whatsoever between 2002 and 2005, and indeed took no interest as conditions deteriorated in our schools. The ministry only required boards to declare that they were in compliance with the legislated limits. Nothing more. 2004: By this time there were 120 fewer schools and 2,500 fewer teachers in the system. Many highly trained specialists who worked with students with special needs were among those lost. Teachers raised concerns repeatedly and attempted to bargain restoration of these protections, but to no avail. The BC Public School Employers’ Association took the position that boards only needed to be in compliance with the legislated limits one day per year – September 30. The government did not instruct the employer to heed common sense and reverse that ludicrous position. Teachers had to take this case to arbitration to establish that the averages and the K–3 limits applied throughout the school year, not on just one day. Not surprisingly, the arbitrator ruled against BCPSEA and in favour of the teachers. 2005: Teachers could no longer tolerate the deterioration of students’ learning conditions and the fact that government prohibited them from bargaining improvements. They voted to take job action and schools were closed for two weeks, as the issues of class size and composition take top spot on the education agenda. Throughout the strike daily polling indicated an unprecedented and sustained level of support among parents and members of the general public for the teachers’ stand in defense of quality learning conditions. At the end of the strike, government clearly indicated their intention to address these issues, and that commitment was central to mediator Vince Ready’s recommendations to bring an end to the job action. Since then teachers have brought proposals to the Learning Round Table to remedy the situation, but so far there has been no action. February 9, 2006: Government released the data and signaled its intention to punish school districts that are not in compliance with the legislated averages. Government appears to be deflecting pressure onto boards, while continuing to stall on its own promises. Government created the class-size and composition problem, and then turned its back on those who raised the alarm. Now, when the pressure is on and the public expects firm guarantees, the ministry is scapegoating school boards that have been struggling all along to meet students’ needs with reduced resources. A promise is a promise! Teachers are calling on the government to come back to the Round Table on February 17 with the political will to work out firm guarantees for the learning conditions in BC classrooms. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=14104,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 1997 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 9, Number 4, Jan./Feb. 1997 Teaching Children is Labour Intensive by Janet Amsden "I'm sorry, Mrs. Jones, "I said. "Your son is going to have to repeat the grade. He simply hasn't mastered his addition facts, and his reading is below grade level. He spends too much time out of his seat. Perhaps next year he will pay more attention to his work. Of course, if his behavior doesn't improve..." It was 1974, and in a system where we teachers often presided over classes of 40 or more, such statements were still acceptable. Although class sizes were high then, expectations for teaching were not. I would have been surprised if Mrs. Jones had challenged my declaration that her child was not measuring up and suggested that I change my teaching. Her own school experience would have taught her that there were three basic strategies for dealing with students who did not keep pace with the curriculum: discipline, retention, or removal to a special setting. After all, we both knew that her son would not need high-school graduation to find gainful employment. However, if I were talking to Mrs. Jones today, I would say, "Mrs. Jones, please meet with me and the learning-assistance teacher. We are going to develop an individual educational plan for Tommy that will capitalize on his energy. We need your help to identify his strengths and motivations. We will be making changes to the program to ensure that he gets maximum benefit from his time in class. We will also arrange for him to have individual instruction in certain areas." The difference between the two statements to Mrs. Jones represents a quantum leap in the delivery of education. Key strategies teachers used for students who were not learning have been replaced or abandoned. We have redesigned discipline to motivate rather than intimidate. We have recognized that making students repeat a grade is ineffective. We have come to view separate classes as discriminatory. We have altered our teaching to make a system that conforms to the child rather than one that forces the child to conform to the system. With class sizes of 30 or less, we know our students much better than our teachers knew us. Education has become child centred, no longer teacher centred. The progress in teaching is no less significant but certainly less celebrated than progress in medicine or science over the same time span. However, that progress is poorly understood because, while we are able to see the immediate results of discoveries in disease control or technology, it will be at least a generation before the results of educational changes are apparent. To provide an education for every child, one that teaches the child to value and extend his or her talents, is labour intensive. Yet we are succeeding. More students than ever are graduating, and they are more literate in every sense of the word: in text, in numbers, and in technology. Small class sizes are vital to this success. Therefore, we must tell Mrs. Jones and her fellow taxpayers that their children and grandchildren, their future caretakers, are being taught, not only skills to make their living, but also the knowledge required to create our shared future. We must tell them that their own future depends on reasonable class sizes. Janet Amsden is president of the Maple Ridge Teachers' Association and a member of the Teacher Newsmagazine Advisory Board. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=25437,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > March 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 5, March 2012   Adult educators and their work-life issues  There is a diversity of membership within the BCTF, but, one of the groups that is often forgotten is the adult educators. These teachers work in a variety of locations, including learning centres, schools, storefront locations, and/or older buildings once used as schools. Our job is to assist adult students to upgrade or achieve their high school graduation. Along with these challenges, the general working conditions for adult educators varies widely as many adult education teachers do not have some of the most basic rights and working conditions experienced by their elementary and secondary counterparts. Support services for adult students  Adult learners have a variety of different backgrounds; they may be immigrants wanting to learn English, young adults returning to school to complete high school credits, adults upgrading courses for career changes, or drop-outs who have not found success in regular classroom settings. Thus, most of these adult learners are ESL and/or may display a wide variety of special needs and require support services to successfully complete credits. Due to cutbacks in funding over the past few years, the adult learners and their teachers lack the basic support that is required to enhance student success. For example, they lack counsellors, SEAs, TAs, psycho-ed/special ed assessments, TTOC’s, computers, libraries, resources, etc. Adult educators should have access to the same resources that are provided to K–12 teachers. It is time to treat all teachers the same and allow resources to be available to all teachers. After all, a learner is still a learner, no matter what their age. PD days   An adult teacher, and fellow committee member, first started teaching adult students in Surrey at Princess Margaret Secondary School in 1985, and has been working full- or part-time in the same field since then. She states, “I can count on one hand the number of professional development days I have enjoyed that were paid for by my employer. During that same time I have sustained my own professional development completely at my own expense, and in addition to my teaching responsibilities. The message I get from my employer is that the work I do is not important, and I am not respected as a professional.” It is time to consider PD days for adult educators as important for those in the K–12 system and offer them the same entitlement, or, at the very least, include them in regular PD days within their school. This needs to be considered within contract negotiations. Preparation time   Most adult educators do not have paid prep time as part of their contract. While elementary and secondary teachers receive paid preparation time within the bookends of the school day, most adult educators do not. In some districts, adult education pay scales are based on an hourly classroom wage—without any additional paid prep time. Hence, an adult educator working a 1.0 equivalent contract works and is paid only for 1,000 hours per year of classroom instructional time—with no prep time included within this time. To work a full-time contract, regular secondary teachers typically teach seven out of eight blocks per year, but to work a full-time contract, adult educators must teach 10–12 blocks per year because within adult education, course lengths vary between 80–100 hours. With an average of 30 students per course that would be 360 students per year, 720 report cards—with no prep time. Paid prep time for all adult educators would be a significant step forward to alleviate this inequity. Class size/composition   In adult education there is little to address class size and composition. Without class-size limits there are classrooms of 40 (or more) students, that are filled well beyond their physical capacity, not enough tables or seats to accommodate them and/or enough computers or books to spare. All students come with different skills, academic levels, and life experiences, but we have students who are ESL and struggle with a language they barely understand. Students who come with huge math anxieties and/or dyslexia or ADHD would normally have an IEP in the K–12 system do not have this available to them in the adult system. The adult education classroom is not funded for additional support so the onus is exclusively on the shoulders of the classroom teacher to ensure the needs of each student are met. Even though these students are required to achieve the same learning outcome, what is required of a teacher to assist them is vastly different. Adult students also have huge demands placed upon their shoulders. They come to our classrooms with schedules dictated by their families or work. They re-work the schedules of their several jobs so they can attend just one or two classes or pay for childcare and adjust their family life so they can attend. We are required to not only meet the educational needs of our students but also the needs of their schedules including their absences and family/working life. Our class-size/composition issues are unique to adult education; our students are not legislated into our classrooms. To fill the minimum classroom sizes in school board policies, we are teaching not just one course but two, three, or sometimes four courses in one classroom to students who require individualized support. How is this meeting the needs of our students? Our teachers in adult education are burning out. This issue needs to be addressed for both our teachers and our students.  Adult Educatorsí Advisory Committee; edited by Tammy Gates   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141007,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/FassbenderMLA/status/377845878264201216?screen_name=FassbenderMLA&screen_name=FassbenderMLA&photo_id=1&id=377845878264201216&id=377845878264201216,Peter Fassbender on Twitter: "Wonderful event yesterday w/ #SD23Ed and @WestbankFN  students to commence a year of leadership #bced http://t.co/UpYKeymLdr" Twitter Search query Search Twitter Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Language: English Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Have an account? Sign in New to Twitter? Join Today » Sign In Phone, email or username Password Sign in Remember me Forgot password? Already using Twitter via text message? Follow Following Unfollow Blocked Unblock Pending Cancel Peter FassbenderVerified account ‏ @FassbenderMLA 11 Sep 2013 Wonderful event yesterday w/ #SD23Ed and @WestbankFN students to commence a year of leadership #bced pic.twitter.com/UpYKeymLdr Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Retweets 2 10:27 AM - 11 Sep 2013 Don’t miss any updates from Peter Fassbender © 2014 Twitter About Help Ads info Close Flag this media This has already been marked as containing sensitive content. Flag this as containing potentially illegal content. Submit Cancel Learn more about flagging media Dismiss Close Previous Next Close Go to a person's profile Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Close Retweet this to your followers? Cancel Retweet Close Are you sure you want to delete this Tweet? Cancel Delete Close Block Cancel Block Add a location to your Tweets When you tweet with a location, Twitter stores that location. You can switch location on/off before each Tweet and always have the option to delete your location history. Learn more Turn location on Not now Turn off location Close Profile summary Close Your lists Close Create a new list List name Description Under 100 characters, optional Privacy Public · Anyone can follow this list Private · Only you can access this list Save list Close Close Embed this Tweet Add this Tweet to your website by copying the code below. Learn more Hmm, there was a problem reaching the server. Try again? Include parent Tweet Include media Preview Close Sign up for Twitter Not on Twitter? Sign up, tune into the things you care about, and get updates as they happen. Have an account? Sign in » Close Two-way (sending and receiving) short codes: Country Code For customers of United States 40404 (any) Canada 21212 (any) United Kingdom 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM Haiti 40404 Digicel, Voila Ireland 51210 Vodafone, O2 India 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Indonesia 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » See SMS short codes for other countries Close Confirmation)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=20596,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > March 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 5, March 2010  Canadian exceptionalism By Paul Shaker Part 2: Preserving the difference through education An educator's context If Canada is to follow the path of mature adaptation rather than the primitive responses of ego-gratification, its educators should recognize several factors. Civility in mass media is a value worth preserving. Calling out incivility is a constructive act each listener and reader can practice. On these grounds, the reluctance of Canada to admit Fox News into its cable systems was justified. We are pliant beings, affected by our environment, and influenced by the narratives we hear and see. Public shaming may be preferable to censorship, and it is a response best delivered by independent citizens and their organizations, including the professional organizations of educators. Advertising content in mass media matters, too, as do other repetitive messages imprinted on the public by constant repetition. They should be critiqued, and such media awareness should be part of our curricula. There is value in non-commercial media alternatives, particularly on television, and these should be deliberately fostered. Canada’s sense of community contrasts with an unenlightened, self-destructive brand of individualism in the United States. For me it has been moving to observe the outflow of concern and material aid from the people of British Columbia in the face of human suffering here or elsewhere. The immediate deployment of Vancouver’s Urban Search and Rescue Team to Louisiana in the face of Katrina was one of many expressions of compassion for the suffering of others that Canadians have demonstrated. Peacekeeping, propagating democracy, challenging HIV/AIDS, and environmentalism are other endeavours the nation undertakes. On a professional level, the support and confidence expressed by the citizens of BC during the British Columbia Teachers’ Federation (BCTF) job action of 2005 was a heartening expression of solidarity with their teachers. There is magical thinking and there is critical thinking, and Canada tilts more toward the latter than does the United States. For example, slogans are not arguments, and bon mots make for laughs but not policy. Canada’s political discourse had not thus far been reduced to catch phrases and put-downs such as compassionate conservative, There you go again, or Drill, baby, drill. Nor are Canadians as prone to accepting labels as substitutes for truly defining and evaluating programs. Death tax, socialized medicine, ownership society, free market, the Clean Air Act, the Healthy Forests Initiative, or indeed, No Child Left Behind, represent the apotheosis of the “words that work” communication philosophy of Frank Luntz. In Canada, such sloganeering and labeling is normally followed by a pregnant pause, during which the audience awaits an explanation of the argument. In the United States, too often, the label is part of the Orwellian argument. Our educational practices in Canada deserve some credit for this difference in people’s quality of cognition. Discipline in thought and argument are the result of challenging interactions, particularly in school settings where the curriculum is designed to elicit such development. Other contributing factors include the quality of the teacher’s critical thinking, his or her perseverance in pressing analyses forward, an interactive and individualized classroom environment, and the habit of carefully listening to accounting for the challenges of others. This last trait is one that Americans notice in Canada—audiences here listen attentively and in silence. They show a striking openness to the words of the other that embodies a commitment to learning, even at the expense of some egoistic discomfort. Short-term pain for the ego can introduce long-term gain for the self—the self being our higher order personality, called in spiritual terms, the soul. America, while demonizing the term “liberal,” has lost touch with the central message of liberalism—that human beings are perfectible through education and other salutary experiences. In place of a commitment to the elevation of all members of the society, average Americans have been led to believe that fulfillment comes to a lucky few—through the material acquisition or in the afterlife, through exclusionary creeds. Play the lottery or be born again. To serve their own narrow purposes, clever powerbrokers have kept enough of the voting public mired in such views to make those attitudes self-fulfilling. If they are allowed to take permanent root, there will not be enough of the world’s goods for all, nor will there be the national unity or sense of community required to protect the vulnerable. Faith in a flawed world view, sold by methods that trigger emotional and unconscious responses, limits individual and societal maturation. One way to understand the difference between the two vast North American neighbors is to focus on the ways individual self-realization is defined and promoted in the two countries. In one, a flawed message is propagated for purposes of self-interest by the few. In the other a more communitarian vision still prevails and serves as a bond among average people and a vehicle for their political influence. By a slender thread, a non-commercial narrative holds sway in Canada and defines sets of values that protect the mass of citizens. Our teachers are vital to the telling of this story. If we are fortunate, the slender thread will hold and strengthen, and Canada’s worldview will spread across North America. Paul Shaker, Ph.D., is professor and former Dean of Education at Simon Fraser University.  Part 1 of “Canadian exceptionalism” was printed in the Teacher, Jan./Feb. 2010. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/BargainingAndContracts.aspx?id=4960&printPage=true,BCTF > BC Labour Relations Board Decision re designation of essential services, November 2, 2001  	Bargaining and contracts  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Bargaining and Contracts > Bargaining Rights > LRB Decisions Note: You may experience problems printing this document in some versions of Netscape. This document has been provided to the BCTF in HTML format by the B.C. Labour Relations Board. The BCLRB posts decisions on a weekly basis in PDF format at http://www.lrb.bc.ca/decisions/. You may wish to access the PDF version of the decision for printing purposes. BCLRB No. B409/2001       BRITISH COLUMBIA LABOUR RELATIONS BOARD       ALL BOARDS, AS DEFINED IN THE SCHOOL ACT, IN THE PROVINCE REPRESENTED BY BRITISH COLUMBIA PUBLIC SCHOOL EMPLOYERS' ASSOCIATION   ("BCPSEA")     -and-     BRITISH COLUMBIA TEACHERS' FEDERATION   ("BCTF")     -and-     CANADIAN UNION OF PUBLIC EMPLOYEES, REGIONAL OFFICE ON BEHALF OF CERTAIN LOCALS   ("CUPE")       PANEL: Irene Holden, Associate Chair (Mediation) Lisa Hansen, Registrar and Vice-Chair Mark J. Brown, Vice-Chair     APPEARANCES: Judith C. Anderson, for BCPSEA John Rogers and Diane MacDonald, for BCTF Paul Tetrault, for CUPE CASE NO.: 46340     DATE OF HEARING: October 31 and November 1, 2001     DATE OF DECISION: November 2, 2001       DECISION OF THE BOARD     I.                     nature of application 1                     The BCPSEA applied under Section 72 of the Labour Relations Code (the "Code") for the designation of essential services.  During the investigation stage under Section 72(1) of the Code, the parties reached an agreement regarding the process to be utilized in the designation of essential services.  The process is set out in detail in BCLRB No. B383/2001 and will not be repeated in this decision.  This decision deals with Phase 1 of the BCTF job action plan. 2                     The Panel conducted a hearing on October 23, 2001 to hear argument with respect to the definition of the term “provision of educational programs” under the Code.  In a case management conference call conducted on October 24, 2001, the Panel informed the parties that it would not be issuing a decision on the definition at that time and directed the parties to engage in mediation in an effort to resolve matters arising under Section 2(ii) of the process set out in B383/2001: 2. (ii)determine whether any aspects of Phase 1 of the BCTF's job action plan are "necessary or essential to prevent immediate and serious danger to the health, safety or welfare of the residents of British Columbia" (Section 72(2)) and/or "necessary or essential to prevent immediate and serious disruption to the provision of educational programs" (Section 72(2.1). 3                     The parties agreed that Panel Member Mark Brown could conduct the mediation and continue to sit on the Panel should mediation be unsuccessful.  The parties met in mediation on October 26, 29 and 30, 2001.  While there was agreement on a number of issues, it was necessary to adjudicate a number of outstanding matters. 4                     The parties agreed that any decision issued by the Board at this stage would be without prejudice to the parties' positions at any subsequent stages in the process.  BCTF noted that even though it agreed that teachers would continue to perform certain duties under its Phase 1 job action, that did not mean it agreed those duties fell within the scope of Section 72 of the Code.  Conversely, BCPSEA noted that although it agreed teachers need not perform certain duties under the Phase 1 job action, that did not mean that it agreed those duties fell outside the scope of Section 72.  Given the parties' positions, and in order to meet the deadline as set out in B383/2001, this decision is being issued without reasons. II.                   decision 5                     Over the years the Board has developed a standard format for essential service orders, which are framed in the context of a total withdrawal of services.  Normally essential service orders address work that bargaining unit members will continue to perform in the event of job action. 6                     Given the unique circumstances of this case, which involves a phased-in job action plan, an agreed upon essential service designation process (B383/2001), and an agreement that this decision is without prejudice to the parties' positions in subsequent proceedings, this decision will not follow the Board’s standard format.  Instead, the Panel has set out below a list of activities that BCTF members need not perform during Phase 1 job action.  Activities not referenced below must be continued during Phase 1 job action, in the normal fashion. 7                     During Phase 1 job action BCTF members need not: Participate in meetings or interviews with parents/guardians and/or district teaching staff outside of instructional time, or during instructional time unless coverage is provided. Participate in meet the teacher activities outside of instructional time, or during instructional time unless coverage is provided. Prepare or distribute report cards. Provide any student assessment data to Administrative Officers or the school office, except Grade 12 marks required for graduation, post-secondary applications and scholarship purposes. Complete and submit student referral forms outside of instructional time. Attend Individual Education Plan ("IEP") meetings or write IEPs outside of instructional time (with the exception of non-enrolling teachers), or during instructional time unless coverage is provided. Attend staff meetings. Attend staff committee meetings. Attend any meeting called by School District management. Participate in any standing or ad hoc District committees. Attend school based meetings called by an Administrative Officer, unless the meetings are related to an emergency. Provide Administrative Officers with any routine printed, written or electronic communications. Accept any printed, written or electronic communication from an Administrative Officer, unless it relates to an emergency. Participate in the preparation or organization of assemblies outside of instructional time, or during instruction time unless coverage is provided. Participate in any accreditation activity. Participate in any School District or Ministry in-service. Participate in any professional development that is not teacher directed. Participate in any school photo organization. Provide coverage for a teacher who is absent, except for a Teacher On Call hired specifically for that purpose. Administer or supervise FSA or any District or Ministry test. Collect money from students or participate in fund raising. Order supplies, textbooks, etc., unless needed immediately to effectively maintain ongoing instruction. Assist the Administrative Officer in administrative tasks like building timetables or computer organization. Do inventory. Organize textbooks. Answer school office phones. Supervise detentions before, during or after instructional time. Prepare overviews or previews for the Administrative Officer, except when associated with a teacher evaluation process. Distribute School District or administrative letters, newsletters, memos or announcements to students, unless it is health and safety related. Pack up classrooms to facilitate painting, renovations or maintenance. Perform department head/position of responsibility duties except during allocated time in the timetable.    8                     With respect to any before/after school, recess or noon hour supervision normally provided by teachers, before/after school supervision related only to bus drop off and pick up, and recess supervision will continue to be provided by teachers subject to the Employer utilizing management and excluded staff to the best extent possible to replace teachers for these activities.  The utilization of management and excluded personnel will be discussed locally.  If the matter cannot be resolved at the local level, either party may refer the matter to the Board for mediation/adjudication. 9                     Where there are no Administrative Officers at a school, Teachers In Charge ("TIC") must continue their normal TIC duties. 10                  As noted above, all other job duties will be performed by BCTF members as normal during Phase 1 job action. 11                  Except as modified by the above, current Collective Agreement provisions will continue to apply. 12                  Teachers will be available in the event of any emergency or disaster situation.  In the event of a dispute between the BCPSEA and the BCTF as to whether an emergency or disaster situation exists, the teachers will perform the work in question. 13                  If there is a dispute arising from this decision, the dispute shall be immediately referred to Step 3 of the grievance procedure set out in the Collective Agreement.  If the dispute is not resolved within 48 hours, either party may refer the matter to the Board.  The Board will conduct a hearing, by conference call if necessary, and issue a decision within 48 hours of referral to the Board. 14                  This decision reflects the current determination of the Board.  The decision may be varied by agreement of the parties or revised by successful application to the Board by BCPSEA or BCTF. LABOUR RELATIONS BOARD     "IRENE HOLDEN"   IRENE HOLDEN ASSOCIATE CHAIR (MEDIATION)     "LISA HANSEN"   LISA HANSEN REGISTRAR AND VICE-CHAIR     "MARK J. BROWN"   MARK J. BROWN VICE-CHAIR LRB Decisions Home   Bargaining Home BCTF Home Top of page  )
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/contacts.cfm?page=presidents&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true,BCTF Contacts Home E-mail Lists Links A to Z Index Contact Us Help SITE SEARCH Quick Links BCTF formsBCTF NewsFrançaisLabour linksPensionsTeacher NewsmagazineTeaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Contact Us > Local Presidents Local Presidents and Contact Information Sorted by local number. Click here for sort by local name. *Sublocal       O: Office   OF: Office Fax 1 Fernie District Teachers' Association Christina Smith Box 10 Fernie, BC  V0B 1M0 O: 250-423-3333 OF: 250-423-6134 lp01@bctf.ca 2 Cranbrook District Teachers' Association Shelley Balfour 304-105 9th Avenue South Cranbrook, BC  V1C 2M1 O: 250-489-3717 OF: 250-489-3727 lp02@bctf.ca 3 Kimberley Teachers' Association Sally Struthers 201-144 Deer Park Avenue Kimberley, BC  V1A 2J4 O: 250-432-9729 OF: N/A lp03@bctf.ca 4 Windermere Teachers' Association Doug Murray Box 478 Invermere, BC  V0A 1K0 O: 250-341-5158 OF: N/A lp04@bctf.ca 7 Nelson District Teachers' Association Paul Boscariol PO Box 1012 Nelson, BC  V1L 6A5 O: 250-354-4142 OF: 250-354-1558 lp07@bctf.ca 10 Arrow Lakes Teachers' Association Ric Bardati Box 422 New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0 O: 250-265-7062 OF: N/A lp10@bctf.ca 17 Princeton District Teachers' Union Robert Tarswell Box 1019 Princeton, BC  V0X 1W0 O: 250-295-6684 OF: 250-295-6684 lp17@bctf.ca 18 Golden Teachers' Association Mike Archibald Box 430 Golden, BC  V0A 1H0 O: 250-344-5885 OF: 250-344-5890 lp18@bctf.ca 19 Revelstoke Teachers' Association Jennifer Wolney Box 72 Revelstoke, BC  V0E 2S0 O: 250-837-2255 OF: 250-837-2255 lp19@bctf.ca 20 Kootenay Columbia Teachers' Union Andy Davidoff 1657 Hwy 3A Castlegar, BC  V1N 4N5 O: 250-364-1740 OF: 250-364-1750 lp20@bctf.ca 22 Vernon Teachers' Association Heather Malcolm 4004 31st Street Vernon, BC  V1T 5J6 O: 250-542-0456 OF: 250-542-0564 lp22@bctf.ca 23 Central Okanagan Teachers' Association Susan Bauhart 210-1751 Harvey Avenue Kelowna, BC  V1Y 6G4 O: 250-860-3866 OF: 250-862-3024 lp23@bctf.ca 27 Cariboo-Chilcotin Teachers' Association Murray Helmer 124D North 2nd Avenue Williams Lake, BC  V2G 1Z6 O: 250-398-7221 OF: 250-398-5913 lp27@bctf.ca 28 Quesnel District Teachers' Association Lisa Kishkan Box 4643 Quesnel, BC  V2J 3J8 O: 250-992-3737 OF: 250-992-3638 lp28@bctf.ca 31 Nicola Valley Teachers' Union Peter Vogt Box 849 Merritt, BC  V1K 1B8 O: 250-378-5060 OF: 250-378-5060 lp31@bctf.ca 33 Chilliwack Teachers' Association Clint Johnston 203-45970 Airport Road Chilliwack, BC  V2P 1A2 O: 604-792-9233 OF: 604-792-9389 lp33@bctf.ca 34 Abbotsford District Teachers' Association Doug Smuland 2570 Cyril Street Abbotsford, BC  V2S 2G2 O: 604-854-1946 OF: 604-850-5100 lp34@bctf.ca 35 Langley Teachers' Association Gail Chaddock Costello 100-5786 Glover Road Langley, BC  V3A 4H9 O: 604-533-1618 OF: 604-533-1400 lp35@bctf.ca 36 Surrey Teachers' Association Jennifer Wadge 201-9030 King George Boulevard Surrey, BC  V3V 7Y3 O: 604-594-5353 OF: 604-594-5176 lp36@bctf.ca 37 Delta Teachers' Association Paul Steer 110-4977 Trenant St Delta, BC  V4K 2K5 O: 604-946-0391 OF: 604-946-1629 lp37@bctf.ca 38 Richmond Teachers' Association Al Klassen 210-7360 Westminster Hwy Richmond, BC  V6X 1A1 O: 604-278-2539 OF: 604-278-4320 lp38@bctf.ca 392 Vancouver Secondary Teachers' Association Debbie Pawluk 2915 Commercial Drive Vancouver, BC  V5N 4C8 O: 604-873-5570 OF: 604-873-3916 lp392@bctf.ca 391 Vancouver Elementary School Teachers' Association Dan Graves 2915 Commercial Dr Vancouver, BC  V5N 4C8 O: 604-873-8378 OF: 604-873-2652 lp391@bctf.ca 40 New Westminster Teachers' Union Grant Osborne 607 Columbia St New Westminster, BC  V3M 1A7 O: 604-526-8990 OF: 604-526-8912 lp40@bctf.ca 41 Burnaby Teachers' Association Rae Figursky 115-3993 Henning Drive Burnaby, BC  V5C 6P7 O: 604 294-8141 OF: 604 294-9846 lp41@bctf.ca 42 Maple Ridge Teachers' Association George Serra 11771 Fraser Street Maple Ridge, BC  V2X 6C6 O: 604-467-2111 OF: 604-467-0815 lp42@bctf.ca 43 Coquitlam Teachers' Association Charley King 208-2502 St. Johns Street Port Moody, BC  V3H 2B4 O: 604-936-9971 OF: 604-936-7515 lp43@bctf.ca 44 North Vancouver Teachers' Association Carolyn Pena 100 - 133 West 17th Street North Vancouver, BC  V7M 1V5 O: 604 988-3224 OF: 604 980-8092 lp44@bctf.ca 45 West Vancouver Teachers' Association Rob Millard 4915 Marine Drive West Vancouver, BC  V7W 2P5 O: 604-926-1617 OF: 604-926-1119 lp45@bctf.ca 46 Sunshine Coast Teachers' Association Louise Herle Box 951 Sechelt, BC  V0N 3A0 O: 604-885-7944 OF: 604-885-9837 lp46@bctf.ca 47 Powell River District Teachers' Association Cathy Fisher 201-4400 Marine Avenue Powell River, BC  V8A 2K1 O: 604-485-5212 OF: 604-485-2882 lp47@bctf.ca 48 Sea to Sky Teachers' Association Carl Walker 104-40775 Tantalus Rd Squamish, BC  V8B 0N2 O: 604-892-3056 OF: 604-892-2296 lp48@bctf.ca 49 Central Coast Teachers' Association Marc Hedges Box 253 Hagensborg, BC  V0T 1H0 O: 250-982-2354 OF: 250-982-2354 lp49@bctf.ca 50 Haida Gwaii Teachers' Association Jennifer Jury c/o PO Box 325 Queen Charlotte City, BC  V0T 1S0 O: 250-637-1805 OF: N/A lp50@bctf.ca 51 Boundary District Teachers' Association Norm Sabourin Box 634, 1815D Central Ave Grand Forks, BC  V0H 1H0 O: 250-442-3330 OF: N/A lp51@bctf.ca 52 Prince Rupert District Teachers' Union Kathy Murphy c/o Fisherman's Hall, 869 Fraser Street Prince Rupert, BC  V8J 1R1 O: 250-627-1700 OF: 250-624-6784 lp52@bctf.ca 53 South Okanagan Similkameen Teachers' Union Sylvia Slater Box 1586 Oliver, BC  V0H 1T0 O: 250-498-2255 OF: N/A lp53@bctf.ca 54 Bulkley Valley Teachers' Union Ilona Weiss PO Box 2137, 3772 C 1st Ave Smithers, BC  V0J 2N0 O: 250-847-3127 OF: 250-847-3123 lp54@bctf.ca 55 Burns Lake District Teachers' Union Kathryn Warren Box 464 Burns Lake, BC  V0J 1E0 O: 250-692-7932 OF: 250-692-7597 lp55@bctf.ca 56 Nechako Teachers' Union Thomas Thalheimer Box 978 Vanderhoof, BC  V0J 3A0 O: 250-567-5040 OF: 250-567-5060 lp56@bctf.ca 571 Prince George District Teachers' Association Tina Cousins 101-1968 Queensway Prince George, BC  V2L 1M2 O: 250-562-7214 OF: 250-562-5743 lp571@bctf.ca 572 Mackenzie Teachers' Association* Shannon Pride Box 1836 Mackenzie, BC  V0J 2C0 O: 250-997-6340 OF: N/A lp572@bctf.ca 573 McBride-Valemount Teachers' Association* Jennifer L'Arrivee 2265 Red Tail Road Mcbride, BC  V0J 2E0 O: 250-569-2295 OF: N/A lp573@bctf.ca 591 Peace River South Teachers' Association Lorraine MacKay Box 145 Dawson Creek, BC  V1G 4G3 O: 250-782-1284 OF: 250-782-1280 lp591@bctf.ca 592 Chetwynd Teachers' Association* Leanne Robertson Box 2665 Chetwynd, BC  V0C 1J0 O: 250-788-2267 OF: 250-788-9729 lp592@bctf.ca 593 Tumbler Ridge Teachers' Association* Karen Edwards 127 Gwillim Crescent, Box 1003 Tumbler Ridge, BC  V0C 2W0 O: 250-242-5281 OF: 250-242-5785 lp593@bctf.ca 60 Peace River North Teachers' Association Michele Wiebe Box 6057 Fort St John, BC  V1J 4H6 O: 250-785-8881 OF: 250-785-8881 lp60@bctf.ca 61 Greater Victoria Teachers' Association Bénula Larsen 965 Alston Street Victoria, BC  V9A 3S5 O: 250-595-0181 OF: 250-595-0189 lp61@bctf.ca 62 Sooke Teachers' Association Ian Johnson 201-716 Goldstream Avenue Victoria, BC  V9B 2X3 O: 250-474-3181 OF: 250-474-5555 lp62@bctf.ca 63 Saanich Teachers' Association Mark Skanks 6843 Central Saanich Road Saanichton, BC  V8Z 5V4 O: 778-426-1426 OF: 778-426-0716 lp63@bctf.ca 64 Gulf Islands Teachers' Association Deborah Nostdal Box 537 Salt Spring Island, BC  V8K 2W2 O: 250-537-4990 OF: 250-537-4990 lp64@bctf.ca 65 Cowichan District Teachers' Association Naomi Nilsson 201-394 Duncan Street Duncan, BC  V9L 3W4 O: 250-748-2251 OF: 250-748-5243 lp65@bctf.ca 66 Lake Cowichan Teachers' Association Chris Rolls 5610 West Riverbottom Rd Duncan, BC  V9L 6H9 O: 250-748-0011 OF: N/A lp66@bctf.ca 67 Okanagan Skaha Teachers' Union Leslea Woodward 697 Martin Street Penticton, BC  V2A 5L5 O: 250-492-4915 OF: 250-492-5540 lp67@bctf.ca 68 Nanaimo District Teachers' Association Mike Ball 3137 Barons Road Nanaimo, BC  V9T 5W5 O: 250-756-1237 OF: 250-756-0188 lp68@bctf.ca 69 Mount Arrowsmith Teachers' Association Debbie Morran Box 1286 Parksville, BC  V9P 2H3 O: 250-248-3496 OF: 250-248-3440 lp69@bctf.ca 701 Alberni District Teachers' Union Ken Zydyk 4913 Argyle Street Port Alberni, BC  V9Y 1V6 O: 250-724-5021 OF: 250-724-0442 lp701@bctf.ca 71 Comox District Teachers' Association Nick Moore 491 4th Street Ste. C Courtenay, BC  V9N 1G9 O: 250-338-1461 OF: 250-338-1657 lp71@bctf.ca 72 Campbell River District Teachers' Association Dave Harper 202-871 Island Hwy Campbell River, BC  V9W 2C2 O: 250-286-1663 OF: 250-286-1679 lp72@bctf.ca 73 Kamloops Thompson Teachers' Association David Komljenovic 202/204-1157 12th Street Kamloops, BC  V2B 7L2 O: 250-554-1223 OF: 250-554-1311 lp73@bctf.ca 74 Gold Trail Teachers' Association Cameron Rittinger Box 1437 Ashcroft, BC  V0K 1A0 O: 250-453-2696 OF: 250-453-2696 lp74@bctf.ca 75 Mission Teachers' Union Mark Bradshaw 100-33344 2nd Ave Mission, BC  V2V 1K3 O: 604-826-0112 OF: 604-826-3435 lp75@bctf.ca 78 Fraser-Cascade Teachers' Association Lynne Marvell Unit E, Box 1238 Hope, BC  V0X 1L0 O: 604-869-9383 OF: 604-869-3236 lp78@bctf.ca 80 Kitimat District Teachers' Association Kim Meyer 233 Enterprise Avenue Kitimat, BC  V8C 2C8 O: 250-632-3109 OF: 250-632-3108 lp80@bctf.ca 81 Fort Nelson District Teachers' Association Greg Gerwing Box 2031 Fort Nelson, BC  V0C 1R0 O: 250-775-1824 OF: N/A lp81@bctf.ca 83 North Okanagan-Shuswap Teachers' Association Brenda O'Dell Box 187 Salmon Arm, BC  V1E 4N3 O: 250-832-1933 OF: 250-832-4592 lp83@bctf.ca 84 Vancouver Island West Teachers' Union Ryan Meise PO Box 137 Gold River, BC  V0P 1G0 O: 250-283-9081 OF: N/A lp84@bctf.ca 85 Vancouver Island North Teachers' Association Shawn Gough Box 5151, 6855 Market St Port Hardy, BC  V0N 2P0 O: 250-949-8888 OF: 250-949-8882 lp85@bctf.ca 862 Kootenay Lake Teachers' Association* Cam Zuk Box 671 Kaslo, BC  V0G 1M0 O: 250-353-2227 OF: N/A lp862@bctf.ca 861 Creston Valley Teachers' Association Becky Blair 1001 Railway Boulevard Creston, BC  V0B 1G3 O: 250-428-7006 OF: 250-428-8602 lp861@bctf.ca 87 Stikine Teachers' Association Asa Berg c/o Asa Berg, Box 469 Atlin, BC  V0W 1A0 O: 250-651-7820 OF: 250-651-7820 lp87@bctf.ca 881 Terrace District Teachers' Union Cathy Lambright 4733 Park Avenue Terrace, BC  V8G 1W2 O: 250-635-4659 OF: N/A lp881@bctf.ca 882 Upper Skeena Teachers* Joslyn Bagg Box 562 New Hazelton, BC  V0J 2Y0 O: 250-842-6613 OF: N/A lp882@bctf.ca 92 Nisga'a Teachers' Union Richard Hotson Box 226 New Aiyansh, BC  V0J 1A0 O: 250-633-2571 OF: 250-633-2574 lp92@bctf.ca 93 SEPF Sylvie Liechtele 100-550 West 6th Avenue Vancouver, BC  V5Z 4P2 O: 604-871-1866 OF: N/A lp93@bctf.ca About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy Close Window Print Page   Local Presidents and Contact Information Sorted by local number. Click here for sort by local name. *Sublocal       O: Office   OF: Office Fax 1 Fernie District Teachers' Association Christina Smith Box 10 Fernie, BC  V0B 1M0 O: 250-423-3333 OF: 250-423-6134 lp01@bctf.ca 2 Cranbrook District Teachers' Association Shelley Balfour 304-105 9th Avenue South Cranbrook, BC  V1C 2M1 O: 250-489-3717 OF: 250-489-3727 lp02@bctf.ca 3 Kimberley Teachers' Association Sally Struthers 201-144 Deer Park Avenue Kimberley, BC  V1A 2J4 O: 250-432-9729 OF: N/A lp03@bctf.ca 4 Windermere Teachers' Association Doug Murray Box 478 Invermere, BC  V0A 1K0 O: 250-341-5158 OF: N/A lp04@bctf.ca 7 Nelson District Teachers' Association Paul Boscariol PO Box 1012 Nelson, BC  V1L 6A5 O: 250-354-4142 OF: 250-354-1558 lp07@bctf.ca 10 Arrow Lakes Teachers' Association Ric Bardati Box 422 New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0 O: 250-265-7062 OF: N/A lp10@bctf.ca 17 Princeton District Teachers' Union Robert Tarswell Box 1019 Princeton, BC  V0X 1W0 O: 250-295-6684 OF: 250-295-6684 lp17@bctf.ca 18 Golden Teachers' Association Mike Archibald Box 430 Golden, BC  V0A 1H0 O: 250-344-5885 OF: 250-344-5890 lp18@bctf.ca 19 Revelstoke Teachers' Association Jennifer Wolney Box 72 Revelstoke, BC  V0E 2S0 O: 250-837-2255 OF: 250-837-2255 lp19@bctf.ca 20 Kootenay Columbia Teachers' Union Andy Davidoff 1657 Hwy 3A Castlegar, BC  V1N 4N5 O: 250-364-1740 OF: 250-364-1750 lp20@bctf.ca 22 Vernon Teachers' Association Heather Malcolm 4004 31st Street Vernon, BC  V1T 5J6 O: 250-542-0456 OF: 250-542-0564 lp22@bctf.ca 23 Central Okanagan Teachers' Association Susan Bauhart 210-1751 Harvey Avenue Kelowna, BC  V1Y 6G4 O: 250-860-3866 OF: 250-862-3024 lp23@bctf.ca 27 Cariboo-Chilcotin Teachers' Association Murray Helmer 124D North 2nd Avenue Williams Lake, BC  V2G 1Z6 O: 250-398-7221 OF: 250-398-5913 lp27@bctf.ca 28 Quesnel District Teachers' Association Lisa Kishkan Box 4643 Quesnel, BC  V2J 3J8 O: 250-992-3737 OF: 250-992-3638 lp28@bctf.ca 31 Nicola Valley Teachers' Union Peter Vogt Box 849 Merritt, BC  V1K 1B8 O: 250-378-5060 OF: 250-378-5060 lp31@bctf.ca 33 Chilliwack Teachers' Association Clint Johnston 203-45970 Airport Road Chilliwack, BC  V2P 1A2 O: 604-792-9233 OF: 604-792-9389 lp33@bctf.ca 34 Abbotsford District Teachers' Association Doug Smuland 2570 Cyril Street Abbotsford, BC  V2S 2G2 O: 604-854-1946 OF: 604-850-5100 lp34@bctf.ca 35 Langley Teachers' Association Gail Chaddock Costello 100-5786 Glover Road Langley, BC  V3A 4H9 O: 604-533-1618 OF: 604-533-1400 lp35@bctf.ca 36 Surrey Teachers' Association Jennifer Wadge 201-9030 King George Boulevard Surrey, BC  V3V 7Y3 O: 604-594-5353 OF: 604-594-5176 lp36@bctf.ca 37 Delta Teachers' Association Paul Steer 110-4977 Trenant St Delta, BC  V4K 2K5 O: 604-946-0391 OF: 604-946-1629 lp37@bctf.ca 38 Richmond Teachers' Association Al Klassen 210-7360 Westminster Hwy Richmond, BC  V6X 1A1 O: 604-278-2539 OF: 604-278-4320 lp38@bctf.ca 392 Vancouver Secondary Teachers' Association Debbie Pawluk 2915 Commercial Drive Vancouver, BC  V5N 4C8 O: 604-873-5570 OF: 604-873-3916 lp392@bctf.ca 391 Vancouver Elementary School Teachers' Association Dan Graves 2915 Commercial Dr Vancouver, BC  V5N 4C8 O: 604-873-8378 OF: 604-873-2652 lp391@bctf.ca 40 New Westminster Teachers' Union Grant Osborne 607 Columbia St New Westminster, BC  V3M 1A7 O: 604-526-8990 OF: 604-526-8912 lp40@bctf.ca 41 Burnaby Teachers' Association Rae Figursky 115-3993 Henning Drive Burnaby, BC  V5C 6P7 O: 604 294-8141 OF: 604 294-9846 lp41@bctf.ca 42 Maple Ridge Teachers' Association George Serra 11771 Fraser Street Maple Ridge, BC  V2X 6C6 O: 604-467-2111 OF: 604-467-0815 lp42@bctf.ca 43 Coquitlam Teachers' Association Charley King 208-2502 St. Johns Street Port Moody, BC  V3H 2B4 O: 604-936-9971 OF: 604-936-7515 lp43@bctf.ca 44 North Vancouver Teachers' Association Carolyn Pena 100 - 133 West 17th Street North Vancouver, BC  V7M 1V5 O: 604 988-3224 OF: 604 980-8092 lp44@bctf.ca 45 West Vancouver Teachers' Association Rob Millard 4915 Marine Drive West Vancouver, BC  V7W 2P5 O: 604-926-1617 OF: 604-926-1119 lp45@bctf.ca 46 Sunshine Coast Teachers' Association Louise Herle Box 951 Sechelt, BC  V0N 3A0 O: 604-885-7944 OF: 604-885-9837 lp46@bctf.ca 47 Powell River District Teachers' Association Cathy Fisher 201-4400 Marine Avenue Powell River, BC  V8A 2K1 O: 604-485-5212 OF: 604-485-2882 lp47@bctf.ca 48 Sea to Sky Teachers' Association Carl Walker 104-40775 Tantalus Rd Squamish, BC  V8B 0N2 O: 604-892-3056 OF: 604-892-2296 lp48@bctf.ca 49 Central Coast Teachers' Association Marc Hedges Box 253 Hagensborg, BC  V0T 1H0 O: 250-982-2354 OF: 250-982-2354 lp49@bctf.ca 50 Haida Gwaii Teachers' Association Jennifer Jury c/o PO Box 325 Queen Charlotte City, BC  V0T 1S0 O: 250-637-1805 OF: N/A lp50@bctf.ca 51 Boundary District Teachers' Association Norm Sabourin Box 634, 1815D Central Ave Grand Forks, BC  V0H 1H0 O: 250-442-3330 OF: N/A lp51@bctf.ca 52 Prince Rupert District Teachers' Union Kathy Murphy c/o Fisherman's Hall, 869 Fraser Street Prince Rupert, BC  V8J 1R1 O: 250-627-1700 OF: 250-624-6784 lp52@bctf.ca 53 South Okanagan Similkameen Teachers' Union Sylvia Slater Box 1586 Oliver, BC  V0H 1T0 O: 250-498-2255 OF: N/A lp53@bctf.ca 54 Bulkley Valley Teachers' Union Ilona Weiss PO Box 2137, 3772 C 1st Ave Smithers, BC  V0J 2N0 O: 250-847-3127 OF: 250-847-3123 lp54@bctf.ca 55 Burns Lake District Teachers' Union Kathryn Warren Box 464 Burns Lake, BC  V0J 1E0 O: 250-692-7932 OF: 250-692-7597 lp55@bctf.ca 56 Nechako Teachers' Union Thomas Thalheimer Box 978 Vanderhoof, BC  V0J 3A0 O: 250-567-5040 OF: 250-567-5060 lp56@bctf.ca 571 Prince George District Teachers' Association Tina Cousins 101-1968 Queensway Prince George, BC  V2L 1M2 O: 250-562-7214 OF: 250-562-5743 lp571@bctf.ca 572 Mackenzie Teachers' Association* Shannon Pride Box 1836 Mackenzie, BC  V0J 2C0 O: 250-997-6340 OF: N/A lp572@bctf.ca 573 McBride-Valemount Teachers' Association* Jennifer L'Arrivee 2265 Red Tail Road Mcbride, BC  V0J 2E0 O: 250-569-2295 OF: N/A lp573@bctf.ca 591 Peace River South Teachers' Association Lorraine MacKay Box 145 Dawson Creek, BC  V1G 4G3 O: 250-782-1284 OF: 250-782-1280 lp591@bctf.ca 592 Chetwynd Teachers' Association* Leanne Robertson Box 2665 Chetwynd, BC  V0C 1J0 O: 250-788-2267 OF: 250-788-9729 lp592@bctf.ca 593 Tumbler Ridge Teachers' Association* Karen Edwards 127 Gwillim Crescent, Box 1003 Tumbler Ridge, BC  V0C 2W0 O: 250-242-5281 OF: 250-242-5785 lp593@bctf.ca 60 Peace River North Teachers' Association Michele Wiebe Box 6057 Fort St John, BC  V1J 4H6 O: 250-785-8881 OF: 250-785-8881 lp60@bctf.ca 61 Greater Victoria Teachers' Association Bénula Larsen 965 Alston Street Victoria, BC  V9A 3S5 O: 250-595-0181 OF: 250-595-0189 lp61@bctf.ca 62 Sooke Teachers' Association Ian Johnson 201-716 Goldstream Avenue Victoria, BC  V9B 2X3 O: 250-474-3181 OF: 250-474-5555 lp62@bctf.ca 63 Saanich Teachers' Association Mark Skanks 6843 Central Saanich Road Saanichton, BC  V8Z 5V4 O: 778-426-1426 OF: 778-426-0716 lp63@bctf.ca 64 Gulf Islands Teachers' Association Deborah Nostdal Box 537 Salt Spring Island, BC  V8K 2W2 O: 250-537-4990 OF: 250-537-4990 lp64@bctf.ca 65 Cowichan District Teachers' Association Naomi Nilsson 201-394 Duncan Street Duncan, BC  V9L 3W4 O: 250-748-2251 OF: 250-748-5243 lp65@bctf.ca 66 Lake Cowichan Teachers' Association Chris Rolls 5610 West Riverbottom Rd Duncan, BC  V9L 6H9 O: 250-748-0011 OF: N/A lp66@bctf.ca 67 Okanagan Skaha Teachers' Union Leslea Woodward 697 Martin Street Penticton, BC  V2A 5L5 O: 250-492-4915 OF: 250-492-5540 lp67@bctf.ca 68 Nanaimo District Teachers' Association Mike Ball 3137 Barons Road Nanaimo, BC  V9T 5W5 O: 250-756-1237 OF: 250-756-0188 lp68@bctf.ca 69 Mount Arrowsmith Teachers' Association Debbie Morran Box 1286 Parksville, BC  V9P 2H3 O: 250-248-3496 OF: 250-248-3440 lp69@bctf.ca 701 Alberni District Teachers' Union Ken Zydyk 4913 Argyle Street Port Alberni, BC  V9Y 1V6 O: 250-724-5021 OF: 250-724-0442 lp701@bctf.ca 71 Comox District Teachers' Association Nick Moore 491 4th Street Ste. C Courtenay, BC  V9N 1G9 O: 250-338-1461 OF: 250-338-1657 lp71@bctf.ca 72 Campbell River District Teachers' Association Dave Harper 202-871 Island Hwy Campbell River, BC  V9W 2C2 O: 250-286-1663 OF: 250-286-1679 lp72@bctf.ca 73 Kamloops Thompson Teachers' Association David Komljenovic 202/204-1157 12th Street Kamloops, BC  V2B 7L2 O: 250-554-1223 OF: 250-554-1311 lp73@bctf.ca 74 Gold Trail Teachers' Association Cameron Rittinger Box 1437 Ashcroft, BC  V0K 1A0 O: 250-453-2696 OF: 250-453-2696 lp74@bctf.ca 75 Mission Teachers' Union Mark Bradshaw 100-33344 2nd Ave Mission, BC  V2V 1K3 O: 604-826-0112 OF: 604-826-3435 lp75@bctf.ca 78 Fraser-Cascade Teachers' Association Lynne Marvell Unit E, Box 1238 Hope, BC  V0X 1L0 O: 604-869-9383 OF: 604-869-3236 lp78@bctf.ca 80 Kitimat District Teachers' Association Kim Meyer 233 Enterprise Avenue Kitimat, BC  V8C 2C8 O: 250-632-3109 OF: 250-632-3108 lp80@bctf.ca 81 Fort Nelson District Teachers' Association Greg Gerwing Box 2031 Fort Nelson, BC  V0C 1R0 O: 250-775-1824 OF: N/A lp81@bctf.ca 83 North Okanagan-Shuswap Teachers' Association Brenda O'Dell Box 187 Salmon Arm, BC  V1E 4N3 O: 250-832-1933 OF: 250-832-4592 lp83@bctf.ca 84 Vancouver Island West Teachers' Union Ryan Meise PO Box 137 Gold River, BC  V0P 1G0 O: 250-283-9081 OF: N/A lp84@bctf.ca 85 Vancouver Island North Teachers' Association Shawn Gough Box 5151, 6855 Market St Port Hardy, BC  V0N 2P0 O: 250-949-8888 OF: 250-949-8882 lp85@bctf.ca 862 Kootenay Lake Teachers' Association* Cam Zuk Box 671 Kaslo, BC  V0G 1M0 O: 250-353-2227 OF: N/A lp862@bctf.ca 861 Creston Valley Teachers' Association Becky Blair 1001 Railway Boulevard Creston, BC  V0B 1G3 O: 250-428-7006 OF: 250-428-8602 lp861@bctf.ca 87 Stikine Teachers' Association Asa Berg c/o Asa Berg, Box 469 Atlin, BC  V0W 1A0 O: 250-651-7820 OF: 250-651-7820 lp87@bctf.ca 881 Terrace District Teachers' Union Cathy Lambright 4733 Park Avenue Terrace, BC  V8G 1W2 O: 250-635-4659 OF: N/A lp881@bctf.ca 882 Upper Skeena Teachers* Joslyn Bagg Box 562 New Hazelton, BC  V0J 2Y0 O: 250-842-6613 OF: N/A lp882@bctf.ca 92 Nisga'a Teachers' Union Richard Hotson Box 226 New Aiyansh, BC  V0J 1A0 O: 250-633-2571 OF: 250-633-2574 lp92@bctf.ca 93 SEPF Sylvie Liechtele 100-550 West 6th Avenue Vancouver, BC  V5Z 4P2 O: 604-871-1866 OF: N/A lp93@bctf.ca)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "October is #FosterFamilyMonth. Thank you #BC for opening your homes and hearts to more than 5,900 children and youth." @John_Yap - 11:14pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11914,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2000 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 13, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 2000 Looking back by Janet Amsden Fairview Elementary School Maple Ridge 70 years ago Education and labour. The proposal to raise the school-leaving age in Britain to 15 years is meeting some opposition on the ground that by giving advanced education to a larger section of the community, the country will ultimately find itself almost without a supply of unskilled labour. Which is another way of saying that a certain proportion of people should be kept in a semi-literate state in order that the menial jobs of life may be done. Is there any real reason why the menial jobs should be done by illiterate people—why a scavenger should not be as educated as, say a bank clerk? — BC Teacher, January 1931 50 years ago Schools need support of parents and public. Perhaps the most fundamental principle in a youngster’s upbringing is consistency. If a preschool child is told one thing by mother, and a different one by father, he becomes confused and does not learn. If he is taught one thing at school, and the opposite at home, he cannot learn. If the youngster acquires an unreal picture of the world, he cannot adjust himself when he goes out into adult life. If these things do happen, neither teachers nor parents nor public are individually to blame. Education is a co-operative endeavour. Teachers, parents, and the public must work together all the time—the one cannot function without the help of the others. — BC Teacher, November 1950 30 years ago Sincere congratulations are in order for everyone involved in this year’s salary negotiations. Perhaps the key to this year’s successes was a change in the approach to negotiations. In the past, both sides often took initial positions and traded concessions until an agreement was reached. This year the process was quite different. Both teachers and trustees agreed to approach negotiations more realistically. Both searched for significant evidence on which to base their judgments of what constituted a fair and just increase for teachers. — BC Teacher, December 1970 10 years ago Should teachers formally affiliate with labour? That is the question put to a task force of BCTF members appointed by the Executive Committee last spring. The group is to bring a recommendation to the 1991 BCTF AGM. The question of affiliation at this time was initiated by the local bargainers at a BCTF conference after the last successful round of bargaining. — Teacher Newsmagazine, November 1990 Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/contacts.cfm?page=superintendents&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true,BCTF Contacts Home E-mail Lists Links A to Z Index Contact Us Help SITE SEARCH Quick Links BCTF formsBCTF NewsFrançaisLabour linksPensionsTeacher NewsmagazineTeaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Contact Us > Boards of Education Superintendents Boards of Education Superintendents in BC 201213 Ms. Lynn Hauptman Superintendent of Schools SD #5 (Southeast Kootenay) 940 Industrial Road, No. 1 Cranbrook, BC V1C 4C6 Phone: 250-417-2079 Fax: 250-417-2081 lynn.hauptman@sd5.bc.ca Mr. Paul Carriere Superintendent of Schools SD #6 (Rocky Mountain) Box 430 (620-4th Street) Invermere, BC V0A 1K0 Phone: 250-342-9243 Fax: 250-342-6966 paul.carriere@sd6.bc.ca Mr. Jeff Jones Superintendent of Schools SD #8 (Kootenay Lake) 570 Johnstone Road Nelson, BC V1L 6J2 Phone: 250-505-7046 Fax: 250-352-6686 jjones@sd8.bc.ca Ms. Terry Taylor Acting Superintendent of Schools SD #10 (Arrow Lakes) Box 340 Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0 Phone: 250-265-3638 Fax: 250-265-3701 terrytaylor@sd10.bc.ca Mr. Mike Hooker Superintendent of Schools SD #19 (Revelstoke) Bag 5800, 1121 Vernon Ave Revelstoke, BC V0E 2S0 Phone: 250-837-2101 Fax: 250-837-9335 mhooker@sd19.bc.ca Mr. Greg Luterbach Superintendent of Schools SD #20 (Kootenay-Columbia) 2001 Third Avenue Trail, BC V1R 1R6 Phone: 250-368-2224 Fax: 250-364-2470 gluterbach@sd20.bc.ca Mr. Joe Rogers Superintendent of Schools SD #22 (Vernon) 1401 - 15th Street Vernon, BC V1T 8S8 Phone: 250-549-9226 Fax: 250-549-9200 jrogers@sd22.bc.ca Mr. Hugh Gloster Superintendent of Schools SD #23 (Central Okanagan) 1940 Underhill Street Kelowna, BC V1X 5X7 Phone: 250-470-3256 Fax: 250-870-5056 Hugh.Gloster@sd23.bc.ca Mr. Mark Thiessen Superintendent of Schools SD #27 (Cariboo-Chilcotin) 350 Second Avenue North Williams Lake, BC V2G 1Z9 Phone: 250-398-3824 Fax: 250-392-3600 mark.thiessen@sd27.bc.ca Ms. Sue Ellen Miller Superintendent of Schools SD #28 (Quesnel) 401 North Star Rd Quesnel, BC V2J 5K2 Phone: 250-992-8802 Fax: 250-992-7652 sueellenmiller@sd28.bc.ca Ms. Evelyn Novak Superintendent of Schools SD #33 (Chilliwack) 8430 Cessna Drive Chilliwack, BC V2P 7K4 Phone: 604-792-1321 Fax: 604-792-9665 Evelyn_Novak@sd33.bc.ca Mr. Kevin Godden Superintendent of Schools SD #34 (Abbotsford) 2790 Tims Street Abbotsford, BC V2T 4M7 Phone: 604-859-4891 Fax: 604-852-5898 kevin_godden@sd34.bc.ca Ms. Suzanne Hoffman Acting Superintendent of Schools SD #35 (Langley) 4875 - 222nd Street Langley, BC V3A 3Z7 Phone: 604-534-7891 Fax: 604-532-1405 shoffman@sd35.bc.ca Dr. Jodan Tinney Superintendent of Schools SD #36 (Surrey) 14033 92nd Avenue Surrey, BC V3V 0B7 Phone: 604-595-6308 Fax: 604-595-6309 tinney_j@sd36.bc.ca Ms. Dianne Turner Superintendent of Schools SD #37 (Delta) 4585 Harvest Drive Delta, BC V4K 5B4 Phone: 604-952-5340 Fax: 604-952-5379 dturner@deltasd.bc.ca Ms. Moneca Pamer Superintendent of Schools SD #38 (Richmond) 7811 Granville Avenue Richmond, BC V6Y 3E3 Phone: 604-668-6000 Fax: 604-233-0150 mpamer@sd38.bc.ca Mr. Steve Cardwell Superintendent of Schools SD #39 (Vancouver) 1580 West Broadway Vancouver, BC V6J 5K8 Phone: 604-713-5100 Fax: 604-713-5412 scardwell@vsb.bc.ca Mr. John Gaiptman Superintendent of Schools SD #40 (New Westminster) 1001 Columbia St. New Westminster, BC V3M 1C4 Phone: 604-517-6328 Fax: 604-517-6319 gaiptman@sd40.bc.ca Mr. Kevin Kaardal Superintendent of Schools SD #41 (Burnaby) 5325 Kincaid Street Burnaby, BC V5G 1W2 Phone: 604-296-6900 Fax: 604-296-6910 kevin.kaardal@sd41.bc.ca Ms. Laurie Meston Superintendent of Schools SD #42 (Maple Ridge) 22225 Brown Avenue Maple Ridge, BC V2X 8N6 Phone: 604-463-4200 Fax: 604-463-0573 Laurie.Meston@sd42.ca Mr. Tom Grant Superintendent of Schools SD #43 (Coquitlam) 550 Poirier Street Coquitlam, BC V3J 6A7 Phone: 604-939-9201 Fax: 604-936-2932 tgrant@sd43.bc.ca Mr. John Lewis Superintendent of Schools SD #44 (North Vancouver) 721 Chesterfield Avenue North Vancouver, BC V7M 2M5 Phone: 604-903-3444 Fax: 604-903-3449 jlewis@nvsd44.bc.ca Mr. Chris Kennedy Superintendent of Schools SD #45 (West Vancouver) 1075 - 21st Street West Vancouver, BC V7V 4A9 Phone: 604-981-1031 Fax: 604-981-1001 ckennedy@sd45.bc.ca Mr. Patrick Bocking Superintendent of Schools SD #46 (Sunshine Coast) Box 220, 494 South Fletcher Road Gibsons, BC V0N 1V0 Phone: 604-886-8811 Fax: 604-886-4489 pbocking@sd46.bc.ca Mr. Jay Yule Superintendent of Schools SD #47 (Powell River) 4351 Ontario Avenue Powell River, BC V8A 1V3 Phone: 604-414-2600 Fax: 604-485-6435 jyule@sd47.bc.ca Ms. Lisa McCullough Superintendent of Schools SD #48 (Sea to Sky) Box 250 Squamish, BC V0N 3G0 Phone: 604-892-5228 Fax: 604-892-1038 lmccullough@sd48.bc.ca Ms. Norma Hart Superintendent of Schools SD #49 (Central Coast) Bag 130 Hagensborg, BC V0T 1H0 Phone: 250-982-2691 Fax: 250-982-2319 nhart@sd49.bc.ca Mr. Angus Wilson Superintendent of Schools SD #50 (Haida Gwaii) Box 69 Queen Charlotte City, BC V0T 1S0 Phone: 250-559-8471 Fax: 250-559-8849 awilson@sd50.bc.ca Mr. Kevin Argue Superintendent of Schools SD #51 (Boundary) Box 640 (1021 Central Avenue) Grand Forks, BC V0H 1H0 Phone: 250-442-8258 Fax: 250-442-7737 kevin.argue@sd51.bc.ca Ms. Sandra Jones Superintendent of Schools SD #52 (Prince Rupert) 634 - 6th Avenue East Prince Rupert, BC V8J 1X1 Phone: 250-624-6717 Fax: 250-627-0772 sjones@sd52.bc.ca Ms. Beverly Young Superintendent of Schools SD #53 (Okanagan Similkameen) Box 1770 (34061 - 101st Street) Oliver, BC V0H 1T0 Phone: 250-498-3481 Fax: 250-498-4070 byoung@sd53.bc.ca Mr. Chris van der Mark Superintendent of Schools SD #54 (Bulkley Valley) Box 758 Smithers, BC V0J 2N0 Phone: 250-877-6831 Fax: 250-877-6835 ch-vandermark@sd54.bc.ca Mr. Brian Pepper Superintendent of Schools SD #57 (Prince George) 2100 Ferry Avenue Prince George, BC V2L 4R5 Phone: 250-561-6800 Fax: 250-561-6801 bpepper@sd57.bc.ca Mr. Stephen McNiven Superintendent of Schools SD #58 (Nicola Similkameen) Box 4100, Stn Main Merritt, BC V1K 1B8 Phone: 250-378-5161 Fax: 250-378-6263 smcniven@sd58.bc.ca Ms. Kathy Sawchuk Superintendent of Schools SD #59 (Peace River South) 11600 7th Street Dawson Creek, BC V1G 4R8 Phone: 250-782-8571 Fax: 250-782-3204 kathy_sawchuk@mail.sd59.bc.ca Mr. Dave Sloan Superintendent of Schools SD #60 (Peace River North) 10112 - 105 Avenue Fort St. John, BC V1J 4S4 Phone: 250-262-6000 Fax: 250-262-6046 dsloan@prn.bc.ca Ms. Sherri Bell Superintendent of Schools SD #61 (Greater Victoria) 556 Boleskine Road Victoria, BC V8Z 1E8 Phone: 250-475-4162 Fax: 250-475-4112 sbell@sd61.bc.ca Mr. Jim Cambridge Superintendent of Schools SD #62 (Sooke) 3143 Jacklin Road Victoria, BC V9B 5R1 Phone: 250-474-9807 Fax: 250-474-9850 jcambridge@sd62.bc.ca Ms. Nancy MacDonald Superintendent of Schools SD #63 (Saanich) 2125 Keating Cross Road, PO Box 2000 Saanichton, BC V8M 2A5 Phone: 250-652-7332 Fax: 250-652-7360 nmacdonald@sd63.bc.ca Ms. Lisa Halstead Superintendent of Schools SD #64 (Gulf Islands) 112 Rainbow Road Salt Spring Island, BC V8K 2K3 Phone: 250-537-5548 Fax: 250-537-4200 lhalstead@sd64.bc.ca Ms. Wendy Hyer Superintendent of Schools SD #67 (Okanagan Skaha) 425 Jermyn Avenue Penticton, BC V2A 1Z4 Phone: 250-770-7713 Fax: 250-770-7732 whyer@summer.com Mr. Dave Hutchinson Superintendent of Schools SD #68 (Nanaimo) 395 Wakesiah Avenue Nanaimo, BC V9R 3K6 Phone: 250-754-5531 Fax: 250-741-5218 david.hutchinson@sd68.bc.ca Mr. Rollie Koop Superintendent of Schools SD #69 (Qualicum) Box 430 Parksville, BC V9P 2G5 Phone: 250-248-4241 Fax: 250-248-5767 rkoop@sd69.bc.ca Mr. Cam Pinkerton Superintendent of Schools SD #70 (Alberni) 4690 Roger Street Port Alberni, BC V9Y 3Z4 Phone: 250-720-2770 Fax: 250-723-0318 cpinkerton@sd70.bc.ca Ms. Sherry Elwood Superintendent of Schools SD #71 (Comox Valley) 607 Cumberland Road Courtenay, BC V9N 7G5 Phone: 250-334-5500 Fax: 250-334-5552 sherry.elwood@sd71.bc.ca Mr. Tom Longridge Superintendent of Schools SD #72 (Campbell River) 425 Pinecrest Road Campbell River, BC V9W 3P2 Phone: 250-830-2398 Fax: 250-287-2616 tom.longridge@sd72.bc.ca Dr. Terry Sullivan Superintendent of Schools SD #73 (Kamloops-Thompson) 1383 Ninth Avenue Kamloops, BC V2C 3X7 Phone: 250-374-0679 Fax: 250-372-1183 tsullivan@sd73.bc.ca Ms. Teresa Downs Superintendent of Schools SD #74 (Gold Trail) PO Bag 250 (400 Hollis Road) Ashcroft, BC V0K 1A0 Phone: 250-453-9101 Fax: 250-453-2425 tdowns@gw.sd74.bc.ca Mr. Bill Fletcher Superintendent of Schools SD #75 (Mission) 33046 Fourth Avenue Mission, BC V2V 1S5 Phone: 604-814-3701 Fax: 604-826-4640 bill.fletcher@mpsd.ca Dr. Karen Nelson Superintendent of Schools SD #78 (Fraser-Cascade) Bag 3200 (650 Kawkawa Lake Road) Hope, BC V0X 1L4 Phone: 604-869-2411 Fax: 604-869-7400 knelson@sd78.bc.ca Mr. Joe Rhodes Superintendent of Schools SD #79 (Cowichan Valley) 2557 Beverly Street Duncan, BC V9L 2X3 Phone: 250-748-0321 Fax: 250-748-6591 jrhodes@sd79.bc.ca Ms. Diana Samchuck Superintendent of Schools SD #81 (Fort Nelson) Box 87 Fort Nelson, BC V0C 1R0 Phone: 250-774-2591 Fax: 250-774-2598 dsamchuck@sd81.bc.ca Ms. Katherine McIntosh Superintendent of Schools SD #82 (Coast Mountains) 3211 Kenney Street Terrace, BC V8G 3E9 Phone: 250-638-4407 Fax: 888-290-4786 katherine.mcintosh@cmsd.bc.ca Mr. Glenn Borthistle Superintendent of Schools SD #83 (North Okanagan-Shuswap) Box 129 (220 Shuswap Street) Salmon Arm, BC V1E 4N2 Phone: 250-832-2157 Fax: 250-832-9428 gborthis@sd83.bc.ca Mr. Lawrence Tarasoff Superintendent of Schools SD #84 (Vancouver Island West) Box 100 Gold River, BC V0P 1G0 Phone: 250-283-2241 Fax: 250-283-7352 ltarasoff@viw.sd84.bc.ca Dr. Scott Benwell Superintendent of Schools SD #85 (Vancouver Island North) Box 90 Port Hardy, BC V0N 2P0 Phone: 250-949-6618 Fax: 250-949-8792 sbenwell@sd85.bc.ca Mr. Mike Gordon Superintendent of Schools SD #87 (Stikine) Box 190 Dease Lake, BC V0C 1L0 Phone: 250-771-4440 Fax: 250-771-4441 mike.gordon@sd87.bc.ca Ms. Charlene Seguin Superintendent of Schools SD #91 (Nechako Lakes) PO Box 129 (153 E. Connaught Street) Vanderhoof, BC V0J 3A0 Phone: 250-567-2284 Fax: 250-567-4639 cseguin@sd91.bc.ca Mr. Phillipe Brulot Superintendent of Schools SD #92 (Nisga'a) Box 240 New Aiyansh, BC V0J 1A0 Phone: 250-633-2228 Fax: 250-633-2401 pbrulot@nisgaa.bc.ca Mr. Mario Cyr Directeru general/Superintendent of Schools SD #93 (Conseil scolaire francophone) 180 - 10200 Shellbridge Way Richmond, BC V6X 2W7 Phone: 604-214-2601 Fax: 604-214-9881 dg@csf.bc.ca   About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy Close Window Print Page   Boards of Education Superintendents in BC 201213 Ms. Lynn Hauptman Superintendent of Schools SD #5 (Southeast Kootenay) 940 Industrial Road, No. 1 Cranbrook, BC V1C 4C6 Phone: 250-417-2079 Fax: 250-417-2081 lynn.hauptman@sd5.bc.ca Mr. Paul Carriere Superintendent of Schools SD #6 (Rocky Mountain) Box 430 (620-4th Street) Invermere, BC V0A 1K0 Phone: 250-342-9243 Fax: 250-342-6966 paul.carriere@sd6.bc.ca Mr. Jeff Jones Superintendent of Schools SD #8 (Kootenay Lake) 570 Johnstone Road Nelson, BC V1L 6J2 Phone: 250-505-7046 Fax: 250-352-6686 jjones@sd8.bc.ca Ms. Terry Taylor Acting Superintendent of Schools SD #10 (Arrow Lakes) Box 340 Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0 Phone: 250-265-3638 Fax: 250-265-3701 terrytaylor@sd10.bc.ca Mr. Mike Hooker Superintendent of Schools SD #19 (Revelstoke) Bag 5800, 1121 Vernon Ave Revelstoke, BC V0E 2S0 Phone: 250-837-2101 Fax: 250-837-9335 mhooker@sd19.bc.ca Mr. Greg Luterbach Superintendent of Schools SD #20 (Kootenay-Columbia) 2001 Third Avenue Trail, BC V1R 1R6 Phone: 250-368-2224 Fax: 250-364-2470 gluterbach@sd20.bc.ca Mr. Joe Rogers Superintendent of Schools SD #22 (Vernon) 1401 - 15th Street Vernon, BC V1T 8S8 Phone: 250-549-9226 Fax: 250-549-9200 jrogers@sd22.bc.ca Mr. Hugh Gloster Superintendent of Schools SD #23 (Central Okanagan) 1940 Underhill Street Kelowna, BC V1X 5X7 Phone: 250-470-3256 Fax: 250-870-5056 Hugh.Gloster@sd23.bc.ca Mr. Mark Thiessen Superintendent of Schools SD #27 (Cariboo-Chilcotin) 350 Second Avenue North Williams Lake, BC V2G 1Z9 Phone: 250-398-3824 Fax: 250-392-3600 mark.thiessen@sd27.bc.ca Ms. Sue Ellen Miller Superintendent of Schools SD #28 (Quesnel) 401 North Star Rd Quesnel, BC V2J 5K2 Phone: 250-992-8802 Fax: 250-992-7652 sueellenmiller@sd28.bc.ca Ms. Evelyn Novak Superintendent of Schools SD #33 (Chilliwack) 8430 Cessna Drive Chilliwack, BC V2P 7K4 Phone: 604-792-1321 Fax: 604-792-9665 Evelyn_Novak@sd33.bc.ca Mr. Kevin Godden Superintendent of Schools SD #34 (Abbotsford) 2790 Tims Street Abbotsford, BC V2T 4M7 Phone: 604-859-4891 Fax: 604-852-5898 kevin_godden@sd34.bc.ca Ms. Suzanne Hoffman Acting Superintendent of Schools SD #35 (Langley) 4875 - 222nd Street Langley, BC V3A 3Z7 Phone: 604-534-7891 Fax: 604-532-1405 shoffman@sd35.bc.ca Dr. Jodan Tinney Superintendent of Schools SD #36 (Surrey) 14033 92nd Avenue Surrey, BC V3V 0B7 Phone: 604-595-6308 Fax: 604-595-6309 tinney_j@sd36.bc.ca Ms. Dianne Turner Superintendent of Schools SD #37 (Delta) 4585 Harvest Drive Delta, BC V4K 5B4 Phone: 604-952-5340 Fax: 604-952-5379 dturner@deltasd.bc.ca Ms. Moneca Pamer Superintendent of Schools SD #38 (Richmond) 7811 Granville Avenue Richmond, BC V6Y 3E3 Phone: 604-668-6000 Fax: 604-233-0150 mpamer@sd38.bc.ca Mr. Steve Cardwell Superintendent of Schools SD #39 (Vancouver) 1580 West Broadway Vancouver, BC V6J 5K8 Phone: 604-713-5100 Fax: 604-713-5412 scardwell@vsb.bc.ca Mr. John Gaiptman Superintendent of Schools SD #40 (New Westminster) 1001 Columbia St. New Westminster, BC V3M 1C4 Phone: 604-517-6328 Fax: 604-517-6319 gaiptman@sd40.bc.ca Mr. Kevin Kaardal Superintendent of Schools SD #41 (Burnaby) 5325 Kincaid Street Burnaby, BC V5G 1W2 Phone: 604-296-6900 Fax: 604-296-6910 kevin.kaardal@sd41.bc.ca Ms. Laurie Meston Superintendent of Schools SD #42 (Maple Ridge) 22225 Brown Avenue Maple Ridge, BC V2X 8N6 Phone: 604-463-4200 Fax: 604-463-0573 Laurie.Meston@sd42.ca Mr. Tom Grant Superintendent of Schools SD #43 (Coquitlam) 550 Poirier Street Coquitlam, BC V3J 6A7 Phone: 604-939-9201 Fax: 604-936-2932 tgrant@sd43.bc.ca Mr. John Lewis Superintendent of Schools SD #44 (North Vancouver) 721 Chesterfield Avenue North Vancouver, BC V7M 2M5 Phone: 604-903-3444 Fax: 604-903-3449 jlewis@nvsd44.bc.ca Mr. Chris Kennedy Superintendent of Schools SD #45 (West Vancouver) 1075 - 21st Street West Vancouver, BC V7V 4A9 Phone: 604-981-1031 Fax: 604-981-1001 ckennedy@sd45.bc.ca Mr. Patrick Bocking Superintendent of Schools SD #46 (Sunshine Coast) Box 220, 494 South Fletcher Road Gibsons, BC V0N 1V0 Phone: 604-886-8811 Fax: 604-886-4489 pbocking@sd46.bc.ca Mr. Jay Yule Superintendent of Schools SD #47 (Powell River) 4351 Ontario Avenue Powell River, BC V8A 1V3 Phone: 604-414-2600 Fax: 604-485-6435 jyule@sd47.bc.ca Ms. Lisa McCullough Superintendent of Schools SD #48 (Sea to Sky) Box 250 Squamish, BC V0N 3G0 Phone: 604-892-5228 Fax: 604-892-1038 lmccullough@sd48.bc.ca Ms. Norma Hart Superintendent of Schools SD #49 (Central Coast) Bag 130 Hagensborg, BC V0T 1H0 Phone: 250-982-2691 Fax: 250-982-2319 nhart@sd49.bc.ca Mr. Angus Wilson Superintendent of Schools SD #50 (Haida Gwaii) Box 69 Queen Charlotte City, BC V0T 1S0 Phone: 250-559-8471 Fax: 250-559-8849 awilson@sd50.bc.ca Mr. Kevin Argue Superintendent of Schools SD #51 (Boundary) Box 640 (1021 Central Avenue) Grand Forks, BC V0H 1H0 Phone: 250-442-8258 Fax: 250-442-7737 kevin.argue@sd51.bc.ca Ms. Sandra Jones Superintendent of Schools SD #52 (Prince Rupert) 634 - 6th Avenue East Prince Rupert, BC V8J 1X1 Phone: 250-624-6717 Fax: 250-627-0772 sjones@sd52.bc.ca Ms. Beverly Young Superintendent of Schools SD #53 (Okanagan Similkameen) Box 1770 (34061 - 101st Street) Oliver, BC V0H 1T0 Phone: 250-498-3481 Fax: 250-498-4070 byoung@sd53.bc.ca Mr. Chris van der Mark Superintendent of Schools SD #54 (Bulkley Valley) Box 758 Smithers, BC V0J 2N0 Phone: 250-877-6831 Fax: 250-877-6835 ch-vandermark@sd54.bc.ca Mr. Brian Pepper Superintendent of Schools SD #57 (Prince George) 2100 Ferry Avenue Prince George, BC V2L 4R5 Phone: 250-561-6800 Fax: 250-561-6801 bpepper@sd57.bc.ca Mr. Stephen McNiven Superintendent of Schools SD #58 (Nicola Similkameen) Box 4100, Stn Main Merritt, BC V1K 1B8 Phone: 250-378-5161 Fax: 250-378-6263 smcniven@sd58.bc.ca Ms. Kathy Sawchuk Superintendent of Schools SD #59 (Peace River South) 11600 7th Street Dawson Creek, BC V1G 4R8 Phone: 250-782-8571 Fax: 250-782-3204 kathy_sawchuk@mail.sd59.bc.ca Mr. Dave Sloan Superintendent of Schools SD #60 (Peace River North) 10112 - 105 Avenue Fort St. John, BC V1J 4S4 Phone: 250-262-6000 Fax: 250-262-6046 dsloan@prn.bc.ca Ms. Sherri Bell Superintendent of Schools SD #61 (Greater Victoria) 556 Boleskine Road Victoria, BC V8Z 1E8 Phone: 250-475-4162 Fax: 250-475-4112 sbell@sd61.bc.ca Mr. Jim Cambridge Superintendent of Schools SD #62 (Sooke) 3143 Jacklin Road Victoria, BC V9B 5R1 Phone: 250-474-9807 Fax: 250-474-9850 jcambridge@sd62.bc.ca Ms. Nancy MacDonald Superintendent of Schools SD #63 (Saanich) 2125 Keating Cross Road, PO Box 2000 Saanichton, BC V8M 2A5 Phone: 250-652-7332 Fax: 250-652-7360 nmacdonald@sd63.bc.ca Ms. Lisa Halstead Superintendent of Schools SD #64 (Gulf Islands) 112 Rainbow Road Salt Spring Island, BC V8K 2K3 Phone: 250-537-5548 Fax: 250-537-4200 lhalstead@sd64.bc.ca Ms. Wendy Hyer Superintendent of Schools SD #67 (Okanagan Skaha) 425 Jermyn Avenue Penticton, BC V2A 1Z4 Phone: 250-770-7713 Fax: 250-770-7732 whyer@summer.com Mr. Dave Hutchinson Superintendent of Schools SD #68 (Nanaimo) 395 Wakesiah Avenue Nanaimo, BC V9R 3K6 Phone: 250-754-5531 Fax: 250-741-5218 david.hutchinson@sd68.bc.ca Mr. Rollie Koop Superintendent of Schools SD #69 (Qualicum) Box 430 Parksville, BC V9P 2G5 Phone: 250-248-4241 Fax: 250-248-5767 rkoop@sd69.bc.ca Mr. Cam Pinkerton Superintendent of Schools SD #70 (Alberni) 4690 Roger Street Port Alberni, BC V9Y 3Z4 Phone: 250-720-2770 Fax: 250-723-0318 cpinkerton@sd70.bc.ca Ms. Sherry Elwood Superintendent of Schools SD #71 (Comox Valley) 607 Cumberland Road Courtenay, BC V9N 7G5 Phone: 250-334-5500 Fax: 250-334-5552 sherry.elwood@sd71.bc.ca Mr. Tom Longridge Superintendent of Schools SD #72 (Campbell River) 425 Pinecrest Road Campbell River, BC V9W 3P2 Phone: 250-830-2398 Fax: 250-287-2616 tom.longridge@sd72.bc.ca Dr. Terry Sullivan Superintendent of Schools SD #73 (Kamloops-Thompson) 1383 Ninth Avenue Kamloops, BC V2C 3X7 Phone: 250-374-0679 Fax: 250-372-1183 tsullivan@sd73.bc.ca Ms. Teresa Downs Superintendent of Schools SD #74 (Gold Trail) PO Bag 250 (400 Hollis Road) Ashcroft, BC V0K 1A0 Phone: 250-453-9101 Fax: 250-453-2425 tdowns@gw.sd74.bc.ca Mr. Bill Fletcher Superintendent of Schools SD #75 (Mission) 33046 Fourth Avenue Mission, BC V2V 1S5 Phone: 604-814-3701 Fax: 604-826-4640 bill.fletcher@mpsd.ca Dr. Karen Nelson Superintendent of Schools SD #78 (Fraser-Cascade) Bag 3200 (650 Kawkawa Lake Road) Hope, BC V0X 1L4 Phone: 604-869-2411 Fax: 604-869-7400 knelson@sd78.bc.ca Mr. Joe Rhodes Superintendent of Schools SD #79 (Cowichan Valley) 2557 Beverly Street Duncan, BC V9L 2X3 Phone: 250-748-0321 Fax: 250-748-6591 jrhodes@sd79.bc.ca Ms. Diana Samchuck Superintendent of Schools SD #81 (Fort Nelson) Box 87 Fort Nelson, BC V0C 1R0 Phone: 250-774-2591 Fax: 250-774-2598 dsamchuck@sd81.bc.ca Ms. Katherine McIntosh Superintendent of Schools SD #82 (Coast Mountains) 3211 Kenney Street Terrace, BC V8G 3E9 Phone: 250-638-4407 Fax: 888-290-4786 katherine.mcintosh@cmsd.bc.ca Mr. Glenn Borthistle Superintendent of Schools SD #83 (North Okanagan-Shuswap) Box 129 (220 Shuswap Street) Salmon Arm, BC V1E 4N2 Phone: 250-832-2157 Fax: 250-832-9428 gborthis@sd83.bc.ca Mr. Lawrence Tarasoff Superintendent of Schools SD #84 (Vancouver Island West) Box 100 Gold River, BC V0P 1G0 Phone: 250-283-2241 Fax: 250-283-7352 ltarasoff@viw.sd84.bc.ca Dr. Scott Benwell Superintendent of Schools SD #85 (Vancouver Island North) Box 90 Port Hardy, BC V0N 2P0 Phone: 250-949-6618 Fax: 250-949-8792 sbenwell@sd85.bc.ca Mr. Mike Gordon Superintendent of Schools SD #87 (Stikine) Box 190 Dease Lake, BC V0C 1L0 Phone: 250-771-4440 Fax: 250-771-4441 mike.gordon@sd87.bc.ca Ms. Charlene Seguin Superintendent of Schools SD #91 (Nechako Lakes) PO Box 129 (153 E. Connaught Street) Vanderhoof, BC V0J 3A0 Phone: 250-567-2284 Fax: 250-567-4639 cseguin@sd91.bc.ca Mr. Phillipe Brulot Superintendent of Schools SD #92 (Nisga'a) Box 240 New Aiyansh, BC V0J 1A0 Phone: 250-633-2228 Fax: 250-633-2401 pbrulot@nisgaa.bc.ca Mr. Mario Cyr Directeru general/Superintendent of Schools SD #93 (Conseil scolaire francophone) 180 - 10200 Shellbridge Way Richmond, BC V6X 2W7 Phone: 604-214-2601 Fax: 604-214-9881 dg@csf.bc.ca  )
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12822,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2000 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 12, Number 4, Jan./Feb. 2000 Top 10 BCTF lesson aids 1.  From Time Immemorial–The First People of the Pacific Northwest Coast. Diane Silvey, Joe Silvey ©1999. Resource package provides an honest and up-to-date survey of the history of the coastal First Nations from pre-contact to the present. Teacher’s guide provides support materials to meet 100% of the prescribed learning outcomes for the new Grade 4 social studies curriculum. Grades 3–5 Student’s Text: 88p. Includes 11 chapters, A Journey of Hope—A True Story, and glossary. LA 9214A—$18.95  Teacher’s Guide: 150 p. 3-ring binder with teacher information, lesson plans, blackline masters and assessment strategies and tools. Integrate the theme with science, math, art and language arts curricula. LA 9214B—$49.95  2.  Introduction to Rhythmics for Primary. Lucy Goodbrand. 6p. 1990. Includes lessons that contain various themes, corresponding subthemes and various formations. LA 8311–$1.20 3.  Creative Folk Dance for Primary. Roberta Smith. 10p. 1990. The lessons in this unit are intended to show a possible progression in teaching students the basic skills in folk dance. Based on simple themes and emphasizes co-operative learning. LA 8312–$1.80 4.  Humanities 8 Resources: Adventures in Critical Thinking—Volume I. Eric Bonfield. 370p. Revised ©1999. This curriculum provides a literature-based interdisciplinary approach through themes that are integrated with the skills and cognitive goals of the IRPs for Grade 8 English and social studies. Core readings are supported by an inter-textual, critical thinking curriculum offering two to four complimentary primary source readings, and an integrated set of 12 language tools. The language tools are organized around exploration, discovery, analysis and evaluation. This curriculum supports 24 weeks of pedagogy. Grade 8. LA 2067–$35 5.  Humanities 9 Resources: Adventures in Critical Thinking—Volume II. This curriculum provides a literature-based interdisciplinary approach through themes that are integrated with the skills and cognitive goals of the IRPs for Grade 8 English and social studies. Core readings are supported by an inter-textual, critical thinking curriculum offering two to four complimentary primary source readings, and an integrated set of 12 language tools. The language tools are organized around exploration, discovery, analysis and evaluation. This curriculum supports 24 weeks of pedagogy. Grade 8. LA 2068–$35 6.  Endangered Animals Theme Study Set. Brenda Boreham. ©1999. Includes a teacher’s guide and four picture books. The teacher’s guide includes activities to introduce basic concepts and vocabulary necessary for a study of endangered animals. The concepts are then developed, using four delightful picture books, each focusing on an animal that is threatened by the impact of human activity on the environment. Particularly suitable for middle primary students, this package will enrich your science and language arts programs. Grades K–4 Teacher’s Guide—Endangered Animals Theme Study Set. Brenda Boreham, 80 p. ©1999. LA 8567A—$32.95  Spotted Owls, Victoria Miles, 24p. ©1999. Picture book for LA 8567. LA 8567B—$8.95  Bald Eaglets, Victoria Miles, 24p. ©1999. Picture book for LA 8567. LA 8567C—$8.95  Sea Otter Pup, Victoria Miles, Victoria Miles, 24p. ©1999. Picture book for LA 8567. LA 8567D—$8.95  Cougar Kittens, Victoria Miles, 24p. ©1999. Picture book for LA 8567. LA 8567E—$8.95  7.  Technology in the Secondary Art Classroom. Compiled by the B.C. Administrators of Art Education, edited by Curt Jantzen. 95 p. ©1998. Booklet provides a unique view of five secondary art programs in B.C. schools that contain a large multi-media component requiring the use of computers and other electronic devices. Includes course outlines for Media Arts 11/12 by Grant Carrier, Technology Integration in Foundation Arts Courses by Wendy Long, Developing a Media Arts Program by Margaret Scarr, Media Courses by Flavianne Sorensen, and Film/Television/ Video Production Program by Dawne Tomlinson. Grades 8–12. LA 9655—$8.75 8.  Novel Studies for Indian Captive, Number the Stars, The Giver, The Whipping Boy, Catherine: Called Birdy, Ticket to Curlew. Peggy Begg. 118p. 1995. A large portion of this unit contains blackline masters for specific novels, also included are general ideas for novel projects, generic novel sheets, and criteria and evaluation sheets. Grades 4–8. LA 9039—$8.50 9.  Follow the Paper Trail: Technology, Wood Consumption and Alternatives. Susan Stanforth and Susan Gage, 46p. ©1998. Second module of the Technology Trap series. This learning resource on appropriate technology encourages students to analyze their wood and paper use. Activities and background information help students examine how technology has actually increased our use of paper products, understand the consequences for forests and the environment, and learn about alternatives and positive actions. Grades 8–12. LA EE304—$10.95 10.  The Watershed Works—A Learning Resource for the Study of the Fraser River and It’s Basin. Linda Bermbach, Pat White, M.J. Melnyk, Dept. of Fisheries and Oceans. 136p. ©1995. Provides curriculum materials for teachers and students on the study of the relationships between the diverse players within the Fraser River Watershed. Using a jigsaw approach, this unit provides maps, and up-to-date, field-tested teaching strategies to help students piece together biodiversity, river health, history, settlement, wildlife, mining, forestry, fishing, agriculture, and tourism. Available in French (FEE219). Grades 5, 6, 7. LA EE219—$12 For a complete listing of over 900 BCTF Lesson Aids, consult the catalogue in your school library or the Lesson Aids online catalogue, www.bctf.ca/LessonAids. To order any of the above lesson aids, enclose a cheque payable to the BCTF or authorized purchase order to BCTF Lesson Aids Service, 100-550 West 6th Avenue, Vancouver, BC V5Z 4P2. GST and postage/handling are included in the prices. Orders are sent by return mail. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=29322&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > March 2013 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 25, Number 5, March 2013   Adult education programs: An essential element of a poverty reduction strategy  By Margaret White   Supporting young adults to complete a high-school certificate is an essential element of a poverty-reduction strategy. Why? Because not completing high school is a risk factor for poverty for young adults and families with children. A new BCTF Research report draws on Statistics Canada data to show that individuals with less than high school are at risk for high unemployment and low earnings, and that adult education programs can play a significant role in improving graduation rates for young adults, thereby removing a significant barrier to overcoming poverty. Young adults who do not complete high school are especially vulnerable to unemployment, and when they are employed, they work longer hours for less pay than high-school graduates, according to a Statistics Canada report, “Trends in drop-out rates and the labour market outcomes of young drop-outs” (http://bit.ly/11fNKsV). In 2009–10, the unemployment rate for young adults aged 20 to 24 years without a high-school certificate (23.2%) is double the rate of high-school graduates (11.9%) in the same age group. Young adults without a high-school certificate working full-time worked 0.7 hours more per week and earned $70 less per week, on average, than high-school graduates in the same age group. The gap in median weekly earnings for 20- to 24-year-old full-time workers is even wider, with non-graduates earning $97 less per week than high-school graduates. Completing a high-school education can also buffer families with children against poverty. A 2008 report by the Canadian Council on Social Development, The Annie E. Casey Foundation, and Red Por Los Derechos de la Infancia en Mexico, “Growing Up in North America,” shows that the child poverty rate was twice as high for the children of parents with less than a secondary education compared to those of parents who completed secondary/vocational or some post-secondary education, and five times higher as for families where a parent completed a university or college education. Adult education programs improve chances of graduating significantly  Adult education programs can make a significant contribution to improving high-school completion rates, removing a significant barrier to overcoming poverty. A 2010 Statistics Canada report by McMullen and Gilmore (http://bit.ly/11fJObH) shows that many students who do not complete high school by 19 years, do so by the age of 24 years. In British Columbia, the graduation rate in 2009–10 for youth aged 18–19 years is 80.5%, increasing to 92.7% for young adults aged 20–24 years. This data also tells us that young adults who live in rural areas, who are First Nations or Métis, and some immigrant groups face the most barriers to enrolling in and completing high school requirements. Offering adult education programs, for non-graduated adults, which are flexible and responsive to the needs of these young adults so they can complete high school and pursue further education, can remove a significant barrier to moving out of poverty. Many adults have completed high school but do not have the course requirements to apply to post-secondary programs. Completing a post-secondary education further increases labour market opportunities, average earnings, and reduces the risk of unemployment. Statistics Canada data shows that the unemployment rate decreases with each level of education and over time, inflation-adjusted earnings increased for individuals with a post-secondary certificate but decreased for those with less than high school. The authors of the “Growing Up in North America” report conclude that a lack of post-secondary education poses a significant barrier to moving between the low-wage labour market and the higher-paid jobs associated with the knowledge economy. Providing opportunities through adult education for young adults to complete high school and/or requirements to enter post-secondary training is an essential element of a poverty reduction plan. An article in the January issue of Teacher newsmagazine describes barriers that make it difficult for low-income adults to complete high school requirements, from the perspective of adult educators. Much concern was expressed about how underfunding and the loss of self-paced programs will impact the most vulnerable of adult students. More needs to be done to identify and address barriers that prevent young adults from attending and completing adult education courses, especially young adults living in rural areas, who are Aboriginal, and immigrants from countries of origin with low graduation rates. A more detailed BCTF Research Report and full list of references are available at: http://bit.ly/VnWrPx  Margaret White, research analyst, BCTF Research  )
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13506&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 20, Number 1, September 2007 Bill 22 Education Statutes Amendment Act By Diane MacDonald Identification numbers Bill 22 amends the School Act to expand the category of students that the ministry may provide with personal education numbers (identification numbers). For example, it adds First Nations to the definitional section, so that schools operated by First Nations educational institution are included. Bill 22 also expands the use of personal educational numbers, including their use in research and statistical analysis. The legislation makes it mandatory for boards to establish a code of conduct for its students and requires that these codes comply with provincial standards established by the minister. Now, those standards are not yet established but the minister may make orders to establish those standards in the future. School district business companies Bill 22 has many amendments designed to monitor and control the conduct of school business companies, and Ill provide some examples, although not all of them, as it just goes into detail about the types of provisions that govern companies. Section 9 provides that the majority of directors of a company that is regulated under the School Act must be at arms length from the board. Section 11 adds provisions ensuring an annual general meeting of a company, provisions requiring proper notice of the meeting, and provisions requiring that annual general meetings be held in public so companies can no longer have such meetings behind closed doors. Consideration of the annual report and financial statements, the appointment of directors, and the appointment of the auditor, must also be done in public. The section also has requirements with respect to recording proceedings of a companys meeting, and making minutes available for inspection. Section 11 permits the chair of a meeting, or a majority of trustees at the company meeting, to exclude individuals for improper conduct, and it provides that a person who disturbs, interrupts or disrupts the proceedings of a meeting, commits an offence. So even though the meetings are public, the company has the ability to exclude members of the public. Private school fee reimbursement Bill 22 also provides for the reimbursement of some private school fees, allowing private schools to enter into the public school system. It does this by having the minister designate certain educational activities as eligible allowing for expenses incurred for instruction, examination, or certification in those educational activities to be reimbursed. Section 21 specifically authorizes the minister to establish the amount that a student may be reimbursed. The minister may place limits on the number of educational activities, or types of educational activities for which a student may be reimbursed. The student must be of school age, a resident in British Columbia, and must demonstrate a standard of achievement that is satisfactory to the minister in the designated educational activities. It is up to the minister to monitor these programs that are done through the private system, rather than boards or principals. This section will allow students in the public school system to shop around in different private schools and institutions to put together a program presumably leading toward graduation, although graduation is not specifically stated. It is possible that students could take courses and later find out that they are not being credited towards graduation. The government is going to assist in paying for this increased choice"choice" is the governments wordand it leaves much discretion to the ministry to determine the criteria for eligibility both in terms of students and educational programs. It obviously paves the way for privatization of education. Changes for the college Lastly, the act makes some changes to the Teaching Profession Act, which governs the College of Teachers. The college will be required to hold its AGM between September 1 and December 31 in each calendar year. It currently has its AGM in the spring. More importantly, Section 33 requires the college to distribute information to its members at the ministers request at the time and in the manner determined by the minister, and it requires the minister to reimburse the college for the expense in doing so. So this amendment really allows government to communicate directly with teachers as it promised in its Throne Speech. It gets around aspects of privacy legislation because the college cannot ask boards directly for teachers home addresses and phone numbers. Instead it statutorily requires the college to send out government information to teachers. Diane MacDonald is a BCTF staff lawyer.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11202&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2002 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 14, Number 4, Jan./Feb. 2002 Globalization Bill Moyers Reports: Trading Democracy, will air on PBS stations at 10:00 p.m. on Tuesday, February 5, 2002. The hour-long program examines the secret tribunals that are changing our laws-thanks to NAFTA. The in-depth look at the MTBE case in California (where the U.S. is being sued for $970 million, because California removed a carcinogen from gasoline), Metalclad (the case where Mexico had to pay $16 million to a company that never had a permit to re-open a toxic waste dump, but won because that cost them potential profits), and the Loewen case (the Canadian funeral company that lost a civil case for $125 million in Mississippi and now is suing the U.S. government for $750 million.) Circle the date and plan to get your friends to watch.)
(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/01/twitter-tale-consultation-minister.html?showComment0751327132167817,Staffroom Confidential: Twitter tale - Consultation, Minister Abbott style Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Friday, January 20, 2012 Twitter tale - Consultation, Minister Abbott style There's been some online discussion about Minister Abbott's tweet up...seems he wasn't actually doing the typing...although he was apparently in the room and directing the typist. Here are a few comments after the news was leaked: @vanislandrwRandy White @_Cuddlefish_  @jsteffenhagen @georgeabbottbc Funny how George Abbots wouldn't even twitter with us over his  #bcedplan. Says alot about govt @HHGHeidi Hass Gable @vanislandrw Deliberate misinterpretation of the situation? How does  @georgeabbottbcdictating mean he didn't participate?  #bcedplan And this one made me laugh: @MrReidWSS Jeremy Reid Having someone tweet for you is like lip syncing at a live concert But perhaps more interesting than who was at the keyboard, is who Mr. Abbott (or whomever it was deciding) chose to respond to. A teacher friend of mine tallied the interactions with @georgeabbottbc and reported his findings: For the second time this year, the BC Minister of Education had a meeting today online using Twitter to discuss the New BC Education Plan. While it seems like a simple way to actually ask him questions it has, for the second time, proven itself to be an exercise in futility for teachers and more of a Public Relations exercise for the Minister. In the end, Minister Abbott spent an hour online, which seems like a lot but in reality, the conversation was exclusive as to people he actually had a dialogue with. Looking at the numbers, we see that he responded to 6 principals, 5 parents, one Assessment Workshop facilitator, 2 university professors, one community school advocate, 2 unknown people with no discernable background or information who signed up on Twitter today and tweeted (as cheerleaders) for the first time during the meeting, one private school teacher, 2 companies that support the BCED Plan, 3 distributed learning teachers, one learning assistance teacher, and one grade 3 teacher. This does not reflect the actual number of teachers who went online today to attempt to discuss the BCED Plan with the Minister. Several teachers did go on Twitter and did ask lots of good and relevant questions. There was a fair amount of dialogue among the teachers and some of the people I mentioned above, it just did not involve the Minister of Education for the most part. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 4:16 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 2 comments: KelownagurlJanuary 20, 2012 at 4:25 PM I participate in the twitter chat and was happy with his responses to me. I had several questions answered. 1. I now have a clearer understanding of what is meant by personalized learning - something similar to project based learning, which I already do in my classroom. Many people have implied that Personalized Learning = Distributed Learning but that is not necessarily the case. 2. Up until now, I did not understand what was meant by 'competencies' when Abbott refers to them on the Edplan website or on twitter, and I was concerned that it mean going back to mastery based learning with a focus on rigid skill levels to be met. When I asked him if that's what it meant, he responded "No, I'm referring to critical thinking, creative thinking + innovation, communication, social + emotional learning" However he did not respond when I told him that class size is an issue and that I struggle w/helping them all - the organizational structure of many children doing many things is a challenge. Nor did he respond to my question when I asked Why is it that we teachers only heard about the #bcedplan in the media? Why were we not involved in the grassroots planning? However, the biggest value I got out of the twitter chat was being able to discuss the issues with other teachers and administrators.ReplyDelete Starleigh GrassJanuary 20, 2012 at 11:49 PM Here's our convo: Me: How will #bcedplan integrate Indigenous knowledge and pedagogy into mainstream classrooms? Many teachers say they wish they know more about Aboriginal education. Will #bcedplan account for this knowledge gap in the teaching populat ____________________ Him: @starleigh_grass I share your view. We've got some gr8 new BC history in this area i.e. Dr John Lutz #bcedplan _____________________ Me: @georgeabbottbc So how, then will #bced plan address the lack of knowledge about Aboriginal education among the teaching force? ____________________ Him *Insert silence here* _____________________ An Indigenous teacher who just completed her Masters: @starleigh_grass ...who is Dr. John Lutz? ____________________ Post game analysis: 1) It's odd that he used gr8 instead of great when he still had 30 characters to work with. As an English teacher I now want to ask him what his opinion is on the importance of conventions and the use of MSN-speak in written work. 2) He didn't answer the question. 3) I'm sure Dr. Lutz does fine work, but it was a somewhat obscure reference. I think it's very white male to reference another white male when talking about the marginalization of Indigenous knowledge. 4) This conversation pretty much lived up to my expectations.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ▼  January (13) How to reduce income inequality BC Schools: A decade of choice, a decade of declin... What is fair and reasonable? Twitter tale - Consultation, Minister Abbott style... Alberta teachers in negotiations BCTF presents reduced set of proposals School boards discuss 'net zero' Will grouping by ability mean re-segregation? BC teachers describe workload issues at bargaining... BC public sector enters 2012 bargaining Superintendent of Greater Victoria received 10% wa... Should BC teachers get a salary increase? Myths & ... A year in review: waking the sleeping giant ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/IssuesInEducation.aspx?id=10598,BCTF > Teaching to Diversity links  	BCTF > Issues in Education  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Issues in Education > Inclusive Education > Teaching to Diversity Teaching to Diversity links The majority of the following web links have a focus on diverse learners and those working in the field of special education, learning assistance or english as a second language. Community and Professional Organizations  Web sites  Distributors/Publishers  B.C. School District Student Support Services  Community and Professional Organizations The British Columbia Association of School Psychologists furthers the standards of school psychology practice in order to promote effective service to all students and their families. The Ministry of Children and Familiy Development sponsors the BC FRIENDS for Life program, a school-based anxiety prevention and resiliency skill-building program.  BC Ministry of Education Provincial Outreach Program for Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder (POPFASD) We are a new Provincial Outreach Program formed in September, 2006. Our site is designed to help teachers, parents, students and others increase their understanding of Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder (FASD). To have full access to our site, you must first register (click on "Register" in the menu bar). In future visits, you will need to log in using your user name and password. Canada Northwest FASD Research Network A research network regarding Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder prevention and treatment to improve in the lives of affected individuals, their families, and communities. Purpose: To build a sustainable research network To build research capacity and knowledge across and within all communities To identify priority research questions and themes relating to FASD policy and practice To develop comprehensive and culturally appropriate prevention, surveillance, diagnosis & intervention research programs to answer research questions in ways that can be understood, utilized, and applied.   Parent Support Groups – groups geared to parent support Special Education Partners' Group – consists of provincial community organizations with an interest in Special Education Sports and Leisure Activities – list of organizations which provide sports and leisure opportunities for children and youth with disabilities both in the Lower Mainland and around B.C. Websites Websites for Special Education, arranged by topic, for example: Assistive Technology, Autism, Behaviour, Brain Injury Inclusive Education on the Web – a variety of relevant web sites BCTF selected web links – compilation of labour issues and educational theory and practice Colleges – offering Special Education assistant training  Colleges – offering Adult Special Education Courses  The Disability Resource Network of BC (DRN) is a provincial organization that represents individuals who provide programs and support services for persons with disabilities at the post-secondary educational level.  It provides information for those focusing on assisting students with special needs in their transition to post-secondary. Orbit is published three times a year for educators by the Ontario Institute for Studies in Education of the University of Toronto, a leading international research centre and faculty of education.  Each issue of Orbit is designed to explore a theme of current relevance to schools and school systems. Scroll on the right for useful articles re: special education, strategies, class management, etc. BCTF Provincial Specialist Associations (PSAs) related to teaching to diverse student needs: Aboriginal Education Association of British Columbia  Association of Educators of Gifted, Talented and Creative Children in BC  B.C. Alternate Education Association  B.C Educators for Distributed Learning PSA: Hospital/Homebound & Distance Education Teachers  B.C. School Counsellors' Association  English as a Second Language PSA  Learning Assistance Teachers' Association  Special Education Association    Teachers' Gateway to Special Education is a site developed by the Ontario Teachers' Federation (OTF). It provides strategies and resources for teaching students with special needs in elementary and secondary schools. TeAchnology provides free and easy to use resources for teachers dedicated to improving the education of today's generation of students. Includes free access to: lesson plans, teaching tips and themes, printable worksheets, printable generators, and Webquests. Math, English, Socials, and Science. InformedEd - a website, developed by Open Colleges of Australia. It is your learning and ideas hub. This is a portal for you to hunt-and-gather training news and industry insights in the universe of eLearning and Education Technology.   Distributors/Publishers Distributors of learning materials – publishers and distributors of curriculum, professional resources, manipulatives, assessment and educational materials BCALMER – A comprehensive directory of Learning Materials Sales Representatives from BCALMER - BC Association of Learning Materials and Educational Representatives. BC School District Student Support Services   SD #22 - Vernon  SD #27 - Williams Lake  SD #23 - Central Okanagan  SD #28 - Quesnel  SD #33 - Chilliwack  SD #39 - Vancouver  SD #44 - North Vancouver  SD #47 - Powell River    SD #48 - Howe Sound  SD #52 - Prince Rupert  SD #61 - Victoria  SD #62 - Sooke  SD #68 - Nanaimo/Ladysmith  SD #72 - Campbell River  SD #83 - North Okanagan-Shuswap    Last updated June 2011.     About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9906,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2002 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 2, Nov./Dec. 2002 Time for tinkering is over BCTF Education Funding Brief 2003 Change the plan—unfreeze the funding! That’s the BCTF’s key recommendation for next year’s provincial budget. Presenting the BCTF’s 2003 education funding brief to the Select Standing Committee on Finance and Government Services on October 15, 2002, Federation President Neil Worboys pointed out that funding per pupil has declined by 4% over the last decade, slowly squeezing essential educational services provided by school districts. What’s worse, we can expect an additional—and likely devastating—decline of at least 4% in real per-pupil funding as the freeze extends over the next two years. The BCTF’s education funding brief demonstrates what teachers already know: "This year we are seeing dramatic negative changes that show we have reached the end of squeezing without great harm to students and the school system." This fall, many students and teachers are experiencing larger classes, some surpassing 35. Boards that have managed to keep class sizes in check have had to cut other services such as library, special needs, counselling, and ESL. Teachers also report health hazards in the classroom resulting from reduced custodial services. What can be done to remedy the situation? Specifically, the BCTF recommends that the British Columbia government: Restore funding so that learning opportunities lost because of inadequate budgets this year are not lost in future years. Fully fund the cost of employee collective agreements and other costs imposed by government so that learning opportunities are not further cut over the next two years. Make the required investment in the education of our children to ensure strong future economic health for B.C. The brief is available at bctf.ca/publications/edfunding/2003Brief. To receive a print copy, e-mail Bev Humphries, bhumphries@bctf.ca. – Anny Schaefer Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=30171,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2013 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 25, Number 7, May/June 2013   Readers write  Privatization and privilege  How appropriate to read this article right now (“Privatization and privilege come at a price,” Teacher, March 2013). I have been a public school teacher for 16 years. My husband and I have a 10-year-old son, who I have particularly worried about since discovering he had learning disabilities (I suspected as much when he was five). We have just sold our house and are moving to pay for our son’s education at a private school that we have just put him in for his Grade 4 year, and will likely have to keep him there until Grade 12. When our son was struggling particularly badly near the end of his Grade 3 year, knowing too much about how much has been stripped out of the public school system, and how large class size goes up in Grade 4, I saw no other alternative. It is not just the privileged who send their children to private school. It is also the desperate. We send our son to the same school where the Moore family sent their son, who recently won a court case against the North Vancouver School District. I would like to sue the province for not properly funding school districts to provide special needs services for children with learning disabilities. I am certainly not the only one at my son’s private school who have sold their house, or who send their child there at a great financial burden to them. Many parents see no other alternative. It breaks my heart every day that I go to my school to teach, and see teachers working very hard on behalf of many students, and resource rooms being closed down. Lori Drysdale, Delta  Persuasive writing, well said! So many quotables in Ryan Cho’s submission—the whole thing will be highlighted and circled as I reread it a few times to truly savour it. “…inequity is bad for you, and bad for where you live.” It occurred to me to frame quotes and put them up in the staffroom, or in public, or in front of the faces of people who tut-tut about costs and (their) priorities. Man, oh man, this whole article is delicious! VJ Grimes, Vancouver  A legacy that must change There is a photograph of a little boy with his head on a lap-top computer, and the computer screen says “Good Morning Class” at the bottom of page 3 in the Special Election Issue of Teacher, Volume 25, No. 6, April 2013. This photograph follows Glen Hansman’s featured article “A legacy that must change.” As a public school teacher in the province of British Columbia since 1993, and an online teacher working for Ebus Academy, School District #91, Nechako Lakes since 2007, I would like to point out that this photograph does not reflect the reality for many of today’s students. My own children are home learners in a public school DL program in SD # 91, and we are very happy with the learning decisions we have made for our family. If you could only see what I see: A sparkle in our children’s eyes, a love and enjoyment of learning, strong teacher support and individual academic attention, strong, healthy family relationships with siblings and parents, healthy nutritious lunches, and not being bullied. We strive for the 2 R’s, respect and resourcefulness. Our children have a healthy respect for others, for authority, and for themselves. They are resourceful in real life situations. They are “life ready” kids! There remains, always has, a focus on the 3 R’s, reading, writing, and arithmetic. Current statistics will show that there are thousands of DL and home learners in the province of British Columbia. Your photograph on page 3 of Teacher is not representative of most. Michael Thompson, Nechako Lakes  Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=22909,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 23, Number 6, April 2011   It’s time to pull the plug on the Fraser Institute’s skewed rankings By Noel Herron  “Bountiful school rated among the best in BC“ was the attention-grabbing and, to many, shocking headline in The Province newspaper in early February when the Fraser Institute announced its 2011 ranking of the province’s 875 elementary schools. It certainly cast doubts once again on the legitimacy of the Fraser Institute’s (FI) annual rankings and in the process, despite denials, embarrassed this conservative organization. Peter Cowley, the FI’s director, responding to a blizzard of questions about the bizarre Bountiful bounce, characterized the FSA tests as ”a reasonable test of the curriculum expectations that the ministry of education sets for three subject areas in two grades.” He went on to say, “You get the measure (of the FSA test results) and let the chips fall where they may.” But the chips did not exactly fall the way Cowley wanted. In some school districts, participation has fallen to less than 50% and in one Vancouver school alone not a single child participated in FSA testing this year. Critics such as Jane Friesen, director of Simon Fraser’s Center for Education Research and Policy, commenting on the Bountiful bounce to the top in rankings noted that, “…we have to be careful not to interpret those results as a measure of the effectiveness of schools and I think that is where the real issue comes in.” Susan Lambert, BCTF president, flatly labelled the Fraser ratings as “worthless.” adding “the Bountiful school (in question) has failed to live up to provincial standards for teaching and curriculum.” Once again the methodological manipulation of FSA tests by the Fraser Institute has come under assault this time from UBC’s Donald Gutstein when he writes that the institute’s ranking formula for schools “doesn’t use the FSA data directly but weighs the indicators. The average FSA scores for each of the reading, writing, and numeracy tests for each of the two grades (Grades 4 and 7)—six tests in total— are allotted a possible 7.5%, for a total of 45% of the overall rating.” The prominence given some variables over others, while ignoring factors such as socio- economic data, ethnicity, ESL, disability, and geographic location underline the misuse of FSA data. Over the past decade, both the technical validity and reliability of the FSA tests (loosely characterized as standardized) were sharply criticized not just by teachers but by individual principals, superintendents, academics, and school trustees. These challenges are now accelerating with opposition politicians joining in. The 2011 FI’s rankings, coming as they did in the centre of leadership races of BC’s two major political parties, drew the attention of candidates from both sides of the political spectrum—Liberal Moira Stilwell called for the abolition of the FSA tests entirely with the NDP’s Adrian Dix questioning the usefulness of the FI’s rankings. At a late March NDP leadership forum on education, in Surrey, all five leadership candidates called for a reinvestment in K–12 education and it is doubtful if the current FSA/FI linkage would survive under an NDP government. Two NDP leadership candidates specifically referred to their visits to Roosevelt Park Elementary School in the Prince Rupert School District—the disadvantaged school with a high poverty rate that ranked dead last in the FI listing. Tellingly, the CBC did a follow-up program on this school and gave it a very positive rating. Adding to the uproar was the welcome call by the BC Principals’ and Vice Principals’ Association (BCPVPA) for the dropping of the FSA tests completely. Newly elected association president, Jameel Aziz noted that the FSA’s assessments have been undermined by the FI’s “misuse “of the results to rank schools. He added, “It’s time for the FSA to be replaced with another standardized measure that does not have the political baggage or rhetoric around it.” This call stemmed mostly from the annual political battle on the administration of the tests as the number of pupils taking tests dwindled and principals often found themselves caught in a local cross fire. At least three Liberal education ministers (of the seven we have had since 2001) have indicated “serious” misgivings about the FI’s rankings but tellingly have done nothing about it. On the one hand, some Liberal ministers acknowledge and effusively praise “progress” by some schools on the Fraser rankings, while others bemoan the “serious limitations” of the skewed ranking process. This two-faced stance may make for good politics but it trumps both sound education policy and practice. The diminishing legitimacy of FSA testing and the escalating controversy with each passing year of FI province-wide rankings, underline the fact that there is now a pressing need for a provincial dialogue on this issue. Over the years, these unfair rankings have damaged public schools. Every year hundreds of fine rural and urban public schools, with diverse populations, broadly based curricula embracing hard working, creative staffs and students—be they ranked in the middle or end of the 875 schools list—become demoralized and see their skewed placement as a very public put-down. The energy, drive, and talents of these fine schools are swamped in the endless, soul-destroying list by what is essentially a market-driven strategy by an external, business-oriented organization. Indeed the public perception of the FI, commonly regarded as the ideological arm of BC corporatism, has been reinforced, not only by the annual publication of these questionable competitive rankings, but also by the long lists (reportedly over 160) of corporate sponsors supporting Liberal candidates in their recent leadership races. Such support provides an insight into where the corporate beliefs and priorities of the well-heeled FI intersect with those of the governing provincial party. An upcoming “Great Schools” forum, sponsored by the Canadian Association for Public Education, will explore alternatives to student evaluation and school improvement. A broad-based committee has been studying the situation for the past year and has cast a wide net. None of the key participants deny the need for provincial assessments, thus the need to establish a fair and balanced, school-based or provincial assessment model. And, if need be, the piloting of other alternative avenues that will contribute to the genuine enhancement of BC‘s public school system, generally regarded as one of the finest in this country. Until this issue is resolved or, at least, a reasonable accommodation reached, this controversy will only grow and fester. Noel Herron is a former Vancouver principal and school trustee. He is a member of APPLE BC, an organization advocating for public schools in BC.  Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/?lang=ko,트위터에 오신 것을 환영합니다 - 로그인 혹은 가입하기 트위터 언어: 한국어 繁體中文 日本語 简体中文 Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 이미 트위터에 가입하셨나요? 로그인 트위터에 처음이세요? 지금 가입하세요 » 로그인 전화, 이메일 또는 사용자 아이디 비밀번호 로그인 ID 저장 비밀번호 찾기 문자 메시지로 이미 트위터를 사용 중인가요? 트위터에 오신 것을 환영합니다. 친구들과 연결하고 관심 분야에 따라 사람들을 팔로우하여 관련 실시간 업데이트를 받아보세요. 팔로우하기에 따라 크고 작은 이벤트, 이슈 등을 다양한 시각에서 볼 수 있습니다. Okay, okay, okay! #Sasquatch2014 @laurenlemon 님의 트윗과 사진 8:20 PM - 24 May 2014 Our gorgeous Earth at night under a #fullmoon @astro_reid 님의 트윗과 사진 4:20 PM - 12 Jul 2014 Paris, at sunset, after a rainstorm @timtrueman 님의 트윗과 사진 5:02 PM - 28 Apr 2014 Breakfast at the peak of Kilimanjaro with @bilal_kabalan. @GoPro 님의 트윗과 사진 3:13 PM - 10 Jul 2014 here's me dealing with certain javascript errors at 7:30am this morning @couch 님의 트윗과 사진 11:01 AM - 6 May 2014 Never miss a beat of @Lollapalooza. Set your reminder for the Livestream at http://win.gs/lollalive #Lolla @redbull 님의 트윗과 사진 10:01 AM - 10 Jul 2014 로그인 ID 저장 · 비밀번호 찾기 트위터에 처음이세요? 가입하기 트위터 가입하기 Twitter.com은 JavaScript를 많이 사용합니다 브라우저 설정에서 활성화할 수 없다면 모바일 사이트를 이용해 보세요. Twitter.com은 브라우저 쿠키를 많이 사용합니다. 로그인 전 브라우저의 쿠키를 활성화해주세요. 회사소개 · 고객지원 · 블로그 · 시스템 현황 · 인재채용 · 이용약관 · 개인 정보 · 쿠키 · 광고 정보 · 브랜드 · 광고 · 비즈니스 · 미디어 · 개발자 · 디렉토리 · © 2014 Twitter 숨기기 닫기 이전 다음 닫기 프로필 보기 저장된 검색어 삭제 인증된 계정 @ 추천 사용자 인증된 계정 @ 인증된 계정 @ 닫기 팔로워들에게 리트윗할까요? 취소 리트윗 닫기 정말 이 트윗을 삭제하시겠습니까? 취소 지우기 닫기 차단하기 취소 차단하기 트윗에 위치 정보 포함하기 트윗에 포함된 위치정보는 트위터에 저장됩니다. 트윗을 보낼 때마다 위치정보 활성화 여부를 선택할 수 있으며, 언제든지 위치 기록을 삭제할 수 있습니다. 자세히 보기 위치 기능 켜기 나중에 위치정보 끄기 닫기 프로필 요약 닫기 내 리스트 닫기 리스트 만들기 리스트 이름 설명 100자 미만, 선택 입력사항 프라이버시 공개 · 이 리스트는 누구나 팔로우할 수 있습니다 비공개 · 이 리스트는 나만 볼 수 있습니다 리스트 저장 닫기 닫기 트윗 담아가기 아래 코드를 복사해서 원하시는 웹사이트에 트윗을 담아가세요. 자세한 사항은 트윗 담아가기 도움말에서 확인하실 수 있습니다. 서버에 접속하는 도중 문제가 발생했습니다. 다시 시도해주세요 기존 트윗 포함하기 미디어를 포함 미리보기 닫기 트위터 가입하기 아직 트위터 아이디가 없나요? 지금 가입해서, 친구나 관심분야에 일어나는 일들을 실시간으로 업데이트 받으세요. 이미 트위터에 가입하셨나요? 로그인 » 닫기 트위터 SMS 번호: 국가 국가 코드 For customers of 미국 40404 (모두) 캐나다 21212 (모두) 영국 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 브라질 40404 Nextel, TIM 아이티 40404 Digicel, Voila 아일랜드 51210 Vodafone, O2 인도 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance 인도네시아 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata 이탈리아 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » 다른 국가의 단축번호 보기 닫기 확인)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "Gr8 event honoring Taiwan ROC w many friends @douglasbing @marvinhunt4bc @KerryLynneFindl @mhlchiu26 @prairiechinois http://t.co/85TUCQsbrI" @John_Yap - 05:40pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2011/10/abbotts-plan-drastic-changes-with-no.html?showComment0751319912684016,Staffroom Confidential: Abbott's plan: Drastic changes with no consultation? Deja vu all over again Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Friday, October 14, 2011 Abbott's plan: Drastic changes with no consultation? Deja vu all over again Yesterday the Minister of Education announced with some further description the coming legislative changes to BC's education system. Seems the "21st century learning" buzz was indeed a set-up and here it comes. (see http://www2.news.gov.bc.ca/news_releases_2009-2013/2011EDUC0086-001303.htm for the news release) The Minister assures us we've all been consulted: "I want you to know about another discussion that’s taking place. It’s a much broader conversation government has been having with students, parents, teachers, and other education partners about our plan to make our good education system a great one." Did I miss something? I remember that fancy online book, with the little boxes that you could enter a few sentences into. Is that the "broader conversation" he's talking about? Or maybe it was the hour long tweet chat. Yes - there was real depth to that consultation. Or perhaps the closed door meeting with the Superintendent's association? Is that where the conversation got "broad"? Instead of investing dollars back into funding what is needed - smaller classes, more specialist teachers, building new schools in fast growing areas like Surrey - the government seems intent on forcing unwanted change on an underfunded system and of wasting a lot of money paying big IT companies for " Learning empowered by technology". I guess that's why IBM was at that closed door presentation with the Superintendents. Is this going to be another BCeSIS writ large? Here are my fears from the "five key elements": 1. "Personalized learning for every student". We will take resources out of classrooms and instead spend them writing up "plans". More administrative paperwork, less teaching and learning. Fewer teachers and maybe fewer instructional hours for students. Students receiving credit for private educational services (such as art, music and sports outside the public school system) and a corresponding drop in the elective course offerings available at schools. 2. "Quality teaching and learning". So far, the emphasis has been on "fix the teacher" rather than "respect the teacher" or "support the teacher". I see further erosion of teaching professionalism through increased supervision, evaluation and discipline by administrators (many of whom have very little teaching experience). This will be a serious morale issue for teachers. It is also terribly unfair to hold teachers "accountable" when teachers do not have adequate resources to do their jobs.  3. "More flexibility and choice". Choice is about a system that puts "my child first", not a system that puts "our children first". Since the opening of catchment areas, for example, those who can, have fled inner city schools leading to a ghetto-ization in poorer neighborhoods. Flexibility is about giving school administrators most of the say in how resources are allocated. This creates a system where everyone must fight over ever declining funding rather than a system with minimum standards for everyone. "Flexibility" in class size meant some classes of 15 but others of 45, rather than every class under 30. This was a real set back for equal opportunity - a foundational principle of our public system. 4. "High standards". This probably means more standardized testing beyond the Foundation Skills Assessment. Are we headed down the road the US took? 5. "Learning empowered by technology". This sounds like a lot of money for some tech companies to come and outfit schools with something. In the best case, it will at least be useful technology for classrooms. In the worst, it will be another BCeSIS - a mega-dollar data collection boondoggle extraordinaire.  It might also mean more distributed learning and less instructional time with teachers. Sadly, this looks to be another "Year 2000", another "Portfolio", another government agenda put together in board rooms, not classrooms, that is doomed to fail. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 5:27 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 4 comments: 3G'sOctober 14, 2011 at 10:32 PM Amen. I agree with your take Tara. Maybe someone should redevelop a BCLiberal dictionary (I seem to remember seeing one around 2002-2003), defining (i.e. translating) terms like 'consultation', 'personalized learning', and 'flexibility' into plain speak. All we are seeing is Abbott pushing for a system where money can be saved/cut under the mantra of "21st century learning". He can cut the fat (teachers- students' most vocal advocates) out of the system to be replaced by... what? Kind of short on the details, isn't he. But that's okay, he has broadly discussed it with some people, in secret, with the helpful advice of his spin doctors I'm sure. My guess: despite ridiculously low success rates, he is going to push our students into more distance learning, where they will finally get the flexibility to flounder on their own in an impersonal and under-supported medium.  Now there is true leadership. I suppose we can just speculate until this next promised renaissance in learning occurs- with their track record, it will likely be a train wreck as usual.ReplyDelete AnonymousOctober 18, 2011 at 11:31 PM Thanks Tara for providing this analysis. And thanks teachers for defending public education and for enduring these difficult times during your strike for our sake (parents/students)and for your rights.ReplyDelete AnonymousOctober 29, 2011 at 11:04 AM I guess we will get to see what it looks like to have 48,000 teachers quit. OH! Abbott forgot one key component in his grand scheme. Kids by nature really don't like doing school work. He looks at this radical change in education as though it's intended for 40 year olds trying to get their GED. Are they kidding, or are they really that stupid? Can Abbott be that stupid? Wow! It takes my breath away.ReplyDelete AnonymousOctober 29, 2011 at 11:24 AM Wasn't it Crusty Clark who said she intends to increase international student enrollment to help shore up the funding for public schools? Why would students come to BC for a school system - Abbott intends to put in place? They could get that type of education anywhere. Just think about for a second; one of the more highly regarded public education systems in North America gets replaced by the Rosetta stone on-line learning program.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ▼  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ▼  October (16) Abbott's plan: some thoughts... Teachers upset with BCPSEA allegations and threats... BCPSEA's hypocritical application to LRB over BC t... Occupy Education Builds Momentum The "transformation agenda" for BC education? - fo... Big brother and the Ministry of Education How to judge a School Board candidate - by their r... Solidarity and the 99% - Why teachers should suppo... Occupying Education Abbott's plan: Drastic changes with no consultatio... Guest post: Tobey Steeves on Bills 27/28 - a perso... BCPSEA - missing the point on local bargaining We are the 99 BC government proposal for class composition is "r... A little interlude... BC School Trustees consider a teacher lockout ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12010,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2001 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 13, Number 5, March 2001 Readers Write Board members needed The World AIDS Group of B.C. (WAG) is seeking individuals with an interest in youth and sexual education to join its board of directors. The World AIDS Group of B.C. began as a community initiative to launch Vancouver’s first World AIDS Day commemorative event on December 1, 1988. WAG supports public education and community development through the use of popular theatre, art projects, and peer-education initiatives that give youth and young adults the tools to talk about their sexual health and sexually transmitted diseases, including HIV/AIDS. Our current programming includes an AIDS-themed theatre project, which every year since 1996 has entertained and educated 4,000 secondary school students in the Lower Mainland; the peer education program, in which youth attend skills training workshops and then make presentations to their peers; the Pen Pals International program, in which classrooms around the world exchange information about the impact of HIV/AIDS in their communities; and the annual World AIDS Day poster project and exhibit. Programming cycles complement the school year; thus board work may be less intensive over the summer months. WAG is seeking to build on past successes and expand its international focus by recruiting new board members. We are therefore particularly looking for individuals with experience in either arts-based educational programming and/or international development work. Interested individuals should be committed to alleviating the impact of HIV/AIDS around the world with original and youth-oriented programming. Board members are requested to commit approximately five hours a month to the organization and to be involved with both project development and fundraising efforts. Potential candidates are invited to reply with a letter outlining their qualifications and interest in the organization to wagbc@vcn.bc.ca —Stephanie Kellington Board Member WAG B.C.   Cassiar…do you remember? I am building the virtual community of the now-closed town of Cassiar, B.C. online. Cassiar… do you remember? is at www.armourtech.com/~cassiar. We are also planning a large Cassiar Reunion in July 2001. Of course we would like to get word out to all the former school teachers of Cassiar. If you, or anyone you know, taught school in Cassiar, please contact me at cassiar@dsatapower.ca —Herb Daum Cassiar   Looming teacher shortage? I read the article in Teacher newsmagazine about the looming teacher shortage. A beginning teacher, I consider myself to be one of the lucky ones. I happened to be in the right place at the right time and have some of the right skills and personality to help myself land a continuing contract. I only had to go to two other districts. I would have stayed in my first district, but I couldn’t get enough hours to support myself—there were a lot of more experienced teachers. I might have stayed in the second district if I could have landed another contract—they were suffering job loss due to a rapid attrition of the population. When I couldn’t get enough work in my third district, I got another job because I did not want to move again. Although I am now safely tucked away with my continuing contract clutched in one hand, I see the same worried lines on the faces of the TOCs I meet. There is that feeling of never-ending days of subbing (if you can get enough days to support yourself with so many people on the TOC list) and the pressing need to get a second or third job to help support yourself and pay your student loans. When you finally land that limited-duration contract, you try furiously to make ends meet to make up for the one or two or three years that you have not been able to fully employ yourself. Then, after you have “paid your dues” (love that phrase), you might land a contract after being out of university for two or three years. Why don’t people want to be teachers? I was attracted to teaching because I felt passionate about teaching others to love poetry, art, athletics, cooking, sewing, socials, whatever. However, because of the difficult time I have had landing a job, keeping up with the stressful workload, dealing with the lack of noticeable support, and a number of other negative issues, I am ready to look for greener pastures. And I do mean greener—greenbacks, moola, dollars, dinero, or whatever you want to call it. If the U.S.A. wants to pay me to spend my time doing what I already do and give me double the pay, I am gone! If Canada wants to attract people to teaching, then do something that makes sense—give grants to those who will go into teaching, provide support, create networks/mentoring programs, invest more solidly in education, recruit appropriately and actively, and pay better wages. —Caralee Jones Prince George   Join the BCRTA If you are a recipient of a B.C. teachers’ pension and have not joined the B.C. Retired Teachers’ Association (BCRTA), please consider becoming a member and enjoy these benefits: Maintenance of pension Our reps on the Teachers’ Pension Plan Advisory Committee represent the interests of BCRTA members. Your membership in the BCRTA is the support those people need. Communication and collegiality Branch meetings are informal, with a strong emphasis on the social rather than the business. The RTA Bulletin is another regular contact. Maintenance of benefits (Medical EHB and Dental) A greater membership boosts our capacity to sway the other members of TPPAC. A committee is investigating medical procedures and prescription drugs. Our agreement with Johnson Inc. guarantees members competitive travel and home insurance plans. Retirees as seniors We recently staged a two-part Aging Conference on aging, representation agreements, medication addiction, and estate planning. We are a member of the Canadian Association of Retired Teachers and the Council of Senior Citizens’ Organizations of B.C. The message is simple. We need your support. Your membership strengthens our collective voice. Today would be a good day to join. Please phone Kristy at 1-877-683-0243, or contact your local president for details. —Owen Corcoran BCRTA first vice-president Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bcpsea.bc.ca,http://www.bcpsea.bc.ca/exempt-staff/workplace-safety.aspx,BC Exempt Staff Health & Safety, Workplace Safety in BC Schools  Workplace safety in Public Schools BCPSEA supports health, safety and wellness in public school districts by providing advice and resources to assist school district staff with interpretation and application of relevant legislation and related WorkSafeBC policy and practice. BCPSEA advocates on behalf of the sector, as well as on behalf of school districts, on safety, claims and assessment issues with WorkSafeBC, and assists school districts on claims appeal and penalty/sanction matters. Bulletins Emergent bulletins are distributed to all school districts as issues arise. Some are more reference based for practitioners, others more time sensitive for both trustees and district staff. Visit the Publication section to view Health Safety Wellness Issues. Principles for Principals Click the image below to access the complete interactive document. Powerpoint Presentations Public School Districts - A overview of WorkSafeBC statistics View more presentations from BCPSEA. 2012 preliminary insurance rate for school districts View more presentations from BCPSEA. Additional Resources Online training, tools, and other resources assist occupational health and safety staff to ensure safe and healthy schools/workplaces. Visit the Central Okanagan School District No. 23 website for more information on WorkSafeBC Safety Committee Courses. Expert Panel Reports No. 3: Reducing the Number of Slips/Falls in School District Facilities No. 2: Determining the Requirements for Occupational First Aid Services, Equipment and Facilities for BC Public Schools No. 1: Reducing Musculoskeletal Injuries among School Board Custodial Workers through Cooperative Summer Work Organization Refusal of Unsafe Work Flowchart WorkSafeBC New Worker Orientation Checklist Useful Links Additional online resources to support health, safety and wellness. A Clean Sweep Job Demands Analysis  Visit the BC Centre for Disease Control for helpful information and resources. Canadian Centre for Occupational Health and Safety School Workers Health and Safety Guide 175K pdf For information on 'Indoor Air Quality & Tools for Schools Action Kit for Canadian Schools' visit the Health Canada website. Exempt Staff Overview Exempt Staff Compensation Administration Bulletins Workplace Safety Benefits Buying Group Media Facebook Twitter LinkedIn YouTube RSS Feeds Exempt Staff Teachers Support Staff Exempt Staff Publications Learn and Connect Resources About Us Home Members Login Contact Us Sitemap Contact BCPSEA Address: 400-1333 West Broadway, Vancouver BC V6H 4C1 T: 604.730.0739 F: 604.730.0787 EMAIL: contact.us@bcpsea.bc.ca © 2014 BC Public School Employers' Association. Cancellation and Refund Policy | Privacy Policy | Terms and Conditions Vancouver Web Design  by Graphically Speaking)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=27126&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 7, May/June 2012   Teachers of many language programs  The British Columbia Association of Teachers of Modern Languages (BCATML) is your PSA for teachers of the many language programs offered in the province. With provincial curricula for six languages (French, German, Japanese, Mandarin, Punjabi, and Spanish), for several Aboriginal languages, as well as a number of other language programs, our association offers support to teachers interested in the many facets of language teaching and learning. The BCATML is partnered with the Canadian Association of Second Language Teachers (CASLT). Through this partnership our members benefit from the very rich professional resources, research, communications, and support network that the national association provides. We have representation on CASLT’s National Council; Wendy Carr, past president of BCATML sits on the Board of Directors and Sandi Kostur, co-president of BCATML is the BC representative on CASLT’s National Council. The BCATML 13-member executive includes table officers and representatives of various languages and programs. We are an active group of professionals who participate in a broad range of language-related work. In addition to being classroom or online teachers, some members have been engaged as mentors or instructors in university programs and as helping teachers/co-ordinators in district programs. Several of our members have made significant contributions to curriculum revisions, and have participated on committees to promote and enhance language teaching in the province. Members have shared their expertise by offering professional development on a great many topics. Some have contributed their talents to the world of language teaching through authoring, reviewing, and editing resources for language teachers and learners. It stands to reason, that BCATML executive members can boast quite a range of competency in languages. Among the current executive members, we are proud to be proficient in nine different languages! As is fitting with language teachers, we are all passionate about language learning and about cultures, and love to share our experience with our students and colleagues. The BCATML offers professional development through its annual PSA fall conference. Our theme of “Celebrating Languages!” truly expresses the sentiment of our work: we believe that learning a language is really something to be celebrated, as it opens doors to so many rich possibilities in education, work, and leisure. In addition to our annual conference, the BCATML offers the possibility of assisting in planning or offering other professional development sessions. In order to get to know us better, we invite you to visit our website: www.bcatml.org. – BC Association of Teachers of Modern Language  )
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8986,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, Number 2, November/December 2003 Yours for the asking How blind and visually impaired children learn Connecting to the World is designed to help healthcare professionals, educational professionals, and rehabilitation workers better understand how children who are blind, visually impaired, or deaf/blind learn most effectively. The video features early-intervention specialists demonstrating 10 principles for working with children who are blind or visually impaired. The discussion guide helps explore the ideas and methods presented in the video and provides a resource list. Available for $25 from the CNIB’s National Technical Aids Centre, techaidssales@cnib.ca, or 416-486-2500. Teacher exchange foundation International Teacher Exchange–Canadian Education Exchange Foundation, is a registered non-profit foundation dedicated to facilitating international and inter-provincial teacher exchanges. Destinations include Wales, Spain, France, Denmark, Germany, Scotland, England, Australia, Switzerland, Netherlands, United States, New Zealand, Northern Ireland, and Republic of Ireland. Apply now for the 2004–05 school year. Contact the Canadian Education Exchange Foundation, 705-739-7596, cwilk@ceef.ca, www.ceef.ca. Global citizenship In the Essential Guide to Global Citizenship, the Victoria International Development Education Association (VIDEA) explores global inter-dependence, encouraging students and teachers to engage in the various aspects of global citizenry to become informed and involved global citizens. An innovative concept, funded by the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA) and the Canadian Autoworkers’ Union (CAW), the Essential Guide to Global Citizenship combines web-based and print curriculum guides—the Global Learner Series, aimed at Grades 10–12. The web site: www.videa.ca, takes you on a journey through some prevailing global issues and case studies. Road safety program The Autoplan Broker Road Safety Program has new print announcements in time for the winter-driving months. The images, available free of charge, can be downloaded from www.roadsafety.ca/ via the media resources thumbnail located at the bottom of the web site’s homepage. Autoplan brokers support road-safety speakers for youth in our secondary schools. Their $2,000 youth scholarships reward 25 youth to attend post-secondary schools. They fund Way to go!, a traffic-reduction program aimed at parents of elementary-school-age children, provide road-safety activity books, and organize bike-safety-skills events for children. For more information, contact Caroline Young, 604-982-4384, or Jasmine Lucky, 604-687-2824. Let's go Mozart! The National Arts Centre is distributing 12,500 copies of its newest teacher resource kit, Let’s Go Mozart! to 12,500 elementary schools across Canada, and another 5,000 in the United States and Mexico in connection with the orchestra’s tour to the United States and Mexico in November 2003. Let’s Go Mozart! includes a double CD recording of the NAC Orchestra with music of Mozart, a 32-page guide on the life, times, and music of Mozart, interviews with international musicians and living composers, suggested activities for teachers, work sheets for students, and an engaging fictional story about Mozart, written especially for the guide by one of Canada’s best known children’s authors Roch Carrier. If you are an elementary school teacher in Canada, be sure to ask at the office for your school copy; it is also available for download from Artsalive.ca . Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/DidYouKnow.aspx?id=20816&printPage=true,BCTF > Did You Know 6, March 2010  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Newsletters and Alerts > Did You Know > 2009-10 Archives Did You Know?  PDF format  Education funding in crisis— Will Budget 2010 make a difference? Budget 2010: How does education programs funding compare to the February and September budget? Education programs funding increased for 2010–11, but the amount allocated is still $28 million less than what K to 12 education programs would have received in the February 2009 budget plan. District Operating Grants District Operating Grants increase by $112 million in 2010–11, with $57.6 allocated for full-day Kindergarten and $54 to cover a negotiated salary increase for teachers. 33 of 60 school districts will receive no increase in funding for 2010–11, despite the overall increase to operating Grants. Early warning signs that the funding crisis is far from over... Many school districts are reporting significant budget shortfalls, even after the District Operating Grants were released March 15. Early media reports indicate these shortfalls will result in a loss of staff positions, school closures, and cuts to education programs. Shortfalls in the news before and after 2010 –11 Operating Grants released School district Budget shortfalls as reported in the media   As of February 2010 (millions) As of March 22, 2010 (millions) Surrey $15.0 $12.0 Nanaimo-Ladysmith $ 3.0 $ 1.5 Prince George $ 7.0 $ 5.2 Saanich $ 2.6 $ 3.3 Vancouver $17.5 $18.13 Note: This is not a complete list as districts are still assessing how the Operating Grants allocations will affect the district budget for 2010-11. References available upon request. No 6 - March 2010)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7836&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 2, October 2004 Word on the street Once again, the annual Word on the Street festival attracted tens of thousands of avid readers to the Vancouver Public Library and surrounding streets on September 26. The BCTF had a table at the event for the first time, giving staffers (Nancy Knickerbocker and Sylvia Bishop) a terrific opportunity to reach out to parents, students, and teachers who flocked to the full day of readings and festivities to celebrate literacy and literature. We distributed hundreds of buttons reading Friend of Public Education and Proud To Be a Teacher, along with hundreds of copies of the Charter for Public Education and many more BCTF publications on topics such as social justice, parent presentations, and why public education is worth defending. Teacher-librarians at the Coalition for School Libraries table also had lively exchanges with many parents and other concerned citizens who wanted to learn about the impact of government policies on our school libraries. – Nancy Knickerbocker)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9686&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 19, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 2006 Bursaries for BCTF members In 2005, the Autism Community Training Society (ACT) was the beneficiary of funds from the BC Teachers’ Federation. The BCTF was required to distribute fine monies resulting from their illegal strike. In recognition of BCTF’s decision to give this money to ACT, and in acknowledgement that addressing the educational needs of students with Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) requires specific training, ACT is pleased to announce the development of a bursary fund for BCTF members. BCTF members who want to attend an ACT workshop will receive a bursary for 80% of their registration fee if they live a significant distance from the event; 65% if it is close to their community. Those living in the Lower Mainland, within the boundaries of the GVRD will receive a 65% bursary to attend workshops within the Lower Mainland. Applicants will need to provide proof they are a BC public school teacher. For more information, call 604-205-5467 or check our web site at www.actcommunity.net.)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8954&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, Number 2, November/December 2003 Looking back 70 years ago We extend to the Hon. Dr. George M. Weir our sincere congratulations upon his appointment to the portfolios of Provincial Secretary and Minister of Education in the new Cabinet. It is a matter of great interest that one actively connected with education throughout his life should be called upon to take charge of the educational administration of the Province. His practical experience with the many phases of education will be of inestimable advantage to him in dealing with the many problems of administration of his department. We may look forward with confidence to a sane and progressive development of our educational system. The B.C. Teacher, November 1933 50 years ago Many teachers feel a moral responsibility to respect picket lines established by striking employees, and others believe they should at least go so far as to refuse to work where hired strike-breakers may be employed. On the other hand, many teachers regard their professional responsibility to pupils and parents, and their contractual obligation to the school board, as the paramount consideration. Feeling itself incapable of recommending a policy that adequately reconciles these points of view, the Executive established a new Labour Relations Committee, and instructed it to bring in a full report to the December Executive meeting. The B.C. Teacher, November 1953 30 years ago The time has arrived for teachers, students and parents to participate in the selection of school principals. This does not mean giving control of the selection process to any one of these three groups, but it does mean that all three should play a meaningful role. The decade of the 1970s has brought a growing acceptance of the idea that those who are affected by decisions must be involved in the making of those decisions. In the area of education, this means that the three groups most immediately affected by administrative decision-making, i.e., teachers, students, and parents, must participate in the formation of those decisions. The B.C. Teacher, November 1973 10 years ago Teachers from North Vancouver and Nanaimo have proven that class size and mainstreaming provisions in contract make a big difference to the quality of education. Both locals successfully grieved violations of their collective agreements, resulting in two significant arbitration awards. The locals’ perseverance paid off not only in better working and learning conditions but also in establishing good case law for the other locals in the province. Teacher Newsmagazine, November 1993 Chris Bocking, Keating Elementary School, Saanich)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=24531,BCTF News Releases  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources   For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development News Release Archives 2014  2013  2012    2011 2010  2009  2008 2007  2006  Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2011 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  November 29, 2011 LRB dismisses employer's attempt to force report cards and fine the BCTF The BC Labour Relations Board has dismissed an application by the BC Public School Employers’ Association (BCPSEA) to compel teachers to do report cards and to fine the BC Teachers’ Federation 15 % of teachers’ salaries and benefits. In his decision, the LRB’s Associate Chair of Adjudication, Michael Fleming, noted that both parties had agreed to the structure of the essential services order which is in place, and that none of the circumstances that gave rise to BCPSEA’s complaint were unforeseen or unpredictable. Fleming found that BCTF members are in full compliance with the order and there are no grounds to change it. BCTF President Susan Lambert said: “Although report cards are an important tool, they are not essential. They are only one way in which teachers communicate students’ progress to parents. Face-to-face, phone conversations, e-mails, handwritten notes, quiz results sent home—many different kinds of informal communication are providing parents with a clear understanding of their children’s progress. Some parents have told us they feel better informed this way than with the traditional formal reporting.” The LRB agreed that “BCTF members are providing a range of feedback to students and parents.” Fleming wrote: “BCPSEA’s initial application arguably suggested that teachers were refusing to inform parents by other methods regarding the progress of students. However, I find BCPSEA has not provided an evidentiary basis for this suggestion...” Similarly, Fleming found no evidence to impose a 15% penalty. “They [teachers] are not performing certain non-essential duties but there is no assertion teachers are working only 85% of their scheduled time while receiving 100% pay.” He also noted that teachers are teaching more in place of doing non-essential duties. “This has always been a ‘teach only’ campaign,” Lambert said. “Teachers are teaching, and students are learning. Throughout this job action, our members have been working 110% and more, as always.” Lambert expressed concern over the employer’s motivation in bringing this application forward when it clearly had no credible basis in fact. “Now the LRB has sent a strong message to trustees. Instead of attempting to put more pressure on teachers, they should be pressuring government to send BCPSEA back to the table with a new mandate to negotiate a collective agreement that respects teachers and meets the needs of students,” Lambert said. -  30  - For more information, contact Nancy Knickerbocker, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell). Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=19878,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 2, October 2009  A different look at the problem of Aboriginal student achievement By Debra McIntyre It is no secret that our Aboriginal students trail behind their non-Aboriginal peers in school achievement. The grim facts show up in standardized test scores, school completion rates and overall emotional satisfaction. (Aboriginal Report 2003–04 —2007–08 How are we doing? www.bced.gov.bc.ca/abed/performance.htm) Typically, a lot of blame gets tossed about. The more liberal excuses tend to blame the conditions of poverty. I have heard other teachers suggest poor parenting is involved. Some complain about an essential lack of inner motivation. We even blame the media for promoting “gangsta” lifestyles over scholarly pursuits. I would like to offer a radically different perspective. What if the problem is really a symptom of something that nobody wants to talk about; what if our educational system was inherently racist? I realize what I have said sounds vaguely blasphemous. Nobody gets into the teaching profession from a position of hatred. We all teach because we love children, knowledge, and the good things in life. Racism represents everything that teaching is not. Yet teaching positions tend to be filled by white Canadians who have unconscious cultural assumptions about how the world operates. I am suggesting that some of those assumptions may be harmful to some of the children entrusted into our care. Colour/ethnicity does not matter I have heard people defend themselves against the charge of participating in a racist system by emphasizing that they do not see the colour or ethnicity of their students. In the eyes of those teachers, all students are alike. However commendable such an ideal may be, it denies the realities our students face in their daily life. Ask Aboriginal people if they have experienced racism, and if that experience has left a legacy. The terrible stories you will collect from ordinary people underline the idea that though colour ought not to matter—in reality it matters a great deal. Ignoring the issue does not correct it. White culture is normal If you ask a white person what it means to be white, you will either get a perplexed answer (huh?) or a vague and brief description (Scottish-English Canadian for example). Yet, if you ask someone of Aboriginal descent what it means to be a First Nations member, you will likely provoke a much more interesting response. Social scientists who have studied this phenomenon have concluded that white culture is seen by many parties as normative—the way things are. The result is that white Canadians, by and large, are oblivious to how cultural assumptions shape understanding and behaviour. One of the most damaging assumptions is the myth of meritocracy. The myth of meritocracy The myth of meritocracy basically says that anyone can achieve anything—provided they are willing to work hard—great news if you’re doing well, less if you’re struggling. The ugly side of the meritocracy myth is that it suggests that people also earn failure. The white middle-class assumption is that hard work will ultimately lead to success for all people. This assumption could be considered fair if everyone began life with similar circumstances; unfortunately, there are many random variables that can affect a person’s success. I would like to suggest that diligence is not the only key or even the key means to success. Luck plays a significant role. Internal locus of control Another cultural assumption white teachers may bring into a classroom is the idea that an individual is the master of her or his destiny. The philosopher Alain de Botton has questioned our society’s assumption that having an internal locus of control is normal or even psychologically sound. He noted that in medieval society if you met someone who was at the bottom of the social heap you would likely describe them as being an “unfortunate.” Today, that person would be described as a “loser.” In the middle ages, fortune or luck was recognized as a variable that led to or against success. Today’s society is much more competitive and perhaps less humane. One wonders if our society’s epidemic of depression is connected to this belief in taking personal responsibility for success and failure. What does this mean for teachers and students? The BCTF policy on Aboriginal education bctf.ca/IssuesInEducation.aspx?od=5666 is a comprehensive resource for ideas and specifics about how to be culturally inclusive. However, since systems are made of parts, my hope is that more teachers will reconsider their personal role in maintaining a system that clearly does not allow for the success of some of our students. Perhaps the first step is to admit to the invisible elephant of systemic racism. If we can agree that our system of education does not meet the needs of Aboriginal students then perhaps the next step is to use diversity training opportunities when considering our professional development needs. If we truly care about all of our students then business as usual cannot continue; we must adapt to our students instead of continuing to insist that they adapt to us. Debra McIntyre taught in northern BC and is currently pursuing a master’s degree in counselling. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=25062&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 4, January/February 2012   Une année scolaire suisse  par Amélie Marceau   Aéroport international de Genève, train CFF jusqu’à Fribourg, autobus jusqu’à Rossens… Bienvenue en Suisse pour y enseigner pendant une année. Je suis arrivée en Suisse en août 2010. Pourtant c’est à l’automne précédant que j’ai débuté mon application, par l’entremise du CEEF (Canadian Education Exchange Foundation). Mon rêve d’enseigner à l’étranger allait enfin devenir réalité. Pour être admissible à un échange, l’enseignant doit avoir au moins cinq années d’expérience et posséder un poste à temps plein. Comme je travaillais pour le Conseil scolaire francophone depuis cinq ans, à Nelson, j’étais prête à me lancer et vivre cette expérience. Le CEEF m’a jumelée avec une enseignante de Rossens, dans la région francophone de la Suisse. Nos attentes respectives correspondaient. J’allais m’installer chez elle pour enseigner la première année du primaire pendant environ 11 mois. L’enseignante suisse allait venir vivre dans mon appartement et enseigner à ma classe de maternelle-première année. Enseigner à l’étranger peut se comparer à une première année d’enseignement. Dans les premiers mois, il y a beaucoup à apprendre, de nombreuses heures sont passées à l’école. Cependant, avec le temps, l’expérience et la confiance prennent place. Le partage d’idées pédagogiques avec mes nouveaux collègues m’ont permis de passer une merveilleuse année. Une période d’adaptation était de mise, afin de comprendre la société et les attentes en éducation, lesquelles se marient avec la culture et les traditions suisses. Les différences étaient parfois surprenantes, parfois réconfortantes. Chaque jour, je faisais 6 km de vélo, en passant par les villages et les champs, pour me rendre à l’école de Posieux. J’enseignais à 17 élèves, ce qui correspondait à la moyenne d’élèves par classe dans cette école. Les parents et les collègues m’ont bien accueillie. J’ai d’ailleurs gardé contact avec certains d’entres eux. Pendant mon séjour, j’ai eu la chance de voyager et découvrir des beautés. J’ai aimé skier en Suisse et en France. L’Italie était ma destination préférée et si facile d’accès. Pendant les congés d’octobre, avril et juillet, j’ai eu le bonheur de visiter la Sicile(Italie), les îles Canaries(Espagne) et l’Irlande du Nord. Quelle expérience magnifique d’avoir vécu et enseigné en Europe pendant une année! J’encourage mes collègues de la Colombie-Britannique ainsi que mes collègues suisses de relever ce défi. Les bénéfices sont énormes. Oui, courage, motivation et sens de l’humour sont requis, mais les résultats s’avèrent positifs et sur plusieurs aspects de la vie. “Merci, c’était trop bien!” Amélie Marceau, Ecole des Sentiers-Alpins, Nelson   )
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(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/clromphf,Cindy Romphf (@clromphf) | Twitter টুইটার অনুসন্ধান অনুসন্ধান টুইটার খুঁজুন সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ ভাষা : বাংলা. हिन्दी Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন টুইটার-এ নতুন ? আজই যোগদান করুন » সাইন ইন করুন ফোন, ইমেল বা ব্যবহারকারীর নাম পাসওয়ার্ড সাইন ইন আমাকে মনে রাখুন পাসওয়ার্ড ভুলে গেছেন? ইতিমধ্যে আপনি কি টেক্সট বার্তার মাধ্যমে টুইটার ব্যবহার করছেন? Cindy Romphf @clromphf টুইটসমূহ ১৮৭ ফটো/ভিডিও ১৯ অনুসরণ করছেন ৪৯৫ অনুসারীবৃন্দ ১৪৯ প্রিয়সমূহ ৩২৪   আরো প্রিয়সমূহ তালিকাসমূহ সরব @clromphf নীরব @clromphf অনুসরণ অনুসরণ করা কর্মসমূহ:অনুসরণ না করা অবরুদ্ধ অবরোধ মুক্ত মুলতুবি বাতিল Cindy Romphf @clromphf BMus, MMus. 1st VP of the BCMEA, President and founder of the Vancouver Island Chamber Choir, 2014 Fine Arts Advocate of the Year (VCPAC). My tweets are my own. Victoria, BC ১৯ ফটো বা ভিডিওগুলো টুইটসমূহ টুইটসমূহ Tweets & replies Saanich, British Columbia Cindy Romphf @clromphf  ·  ২৫ সেপ্টেম্বর I'm really excited for the BCMEA Conference in October! Hope to see you there! @BCMEA @mmgreid @Ms_Mglock #musiced http://bcmeaconference.com/registration.html … প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ২ retweets ২ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ০ favorite আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Cindy Romphf retweeted Resource Music @ResourceMusic  ·  ২১ সেপ্টেম্বর How to prevent vocal cord damage http://ow.ly/BJoPQ  প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ৩ retweets ৩ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ২ favorites ২ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Richmond, British Columbia Cindy Romphf @clromphf  ·  ২০ সেপ্টেম্বর BCMEA Exec meeting this weekend! Great to see everyone again :) প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ০ retweet সমাদৃত পছন্দ ০ favorite আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Saanich, British Columbia Cindy Romphf @clromphf  ·  ১৯ সেপ্টেম্বর I really enjoyed being a guest speaker at the #UVic EDCI-761 class yesterday! Good luck on your upcoming final practicum! #musiced প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ০ retweet সমাদৃত পছন্দ ১ favorite ১ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Saanich, British Columbia Cindy Romphf @clromphf  ·  ১৯ সেপ্টেম্বর TY so much 2 r #BCTF exec for all your hard work, espec 2 Jim Iker who has shown grace, commitment & integrity throughout job action প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ০ retweet সমাদৃত পছন্দ ০ favorite আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Cindy Romphf retweeted Sandy Garossino @Garossino  ·  ১৭ সেপ্টেম্বর Teachers: You have a strong ruling that your union used well to leverage better CSC going forward & pay increase. #bced প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ৪৫ retweets ৪৫ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ২৫ favorites ২৫ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Cindy Romphf retweeted Sandy Garossino @Garossino  ·  ১৭ সেপ্টেম্বর Teachers: You have a LOT TO LOSE if you reject this deal and proceed directly to appeal. This cannot be overstated. #bcpoli #bced প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ১২২ retweets ১২২ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ৫০ favorites ৫০ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Cindy Romphf retweeted Sandy Garossino @Garossino  ·  ১৭ সেপ্টেম্বর Teachers: I have experience inside negotiations like these. Forget the coulda woulda shoulda. Dance w the ones who brung ya. #bcpoli #bced প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ৭৭ retweets ৭৭ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ৫০ favorites ৫০ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Cindy Romphf retweeted Sandy Garossino @Garossino  ·  ১৭ সেপ্টেম্বর A lot of media second guessing of this deal assumes teacher strike was for money in their own pockets. Wrong. #bcpoli #bced প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ৬৮ retweets ৬৮ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ৩২ favorites ৩২ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Cindy Romphf retweeted Sandy Garossino @Garossino  ·  ১৭ সেপ্টেম্বর @JustSayinYall That's for you to decide. I'm just giving advice about risk assessment. The risk of not taking this deal is high. কথোপকথন দেখুন প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ৪ retweets ৪ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ৫ favorites ৫ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Cindy Romphf retweeted Sandy Garossino @Garossino  ·  ১৭ সেপ্টেম্বর My assessment is that what you achieved is very close to the highest negotiated settlement possible for you, if not the highest. #bced প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ১১৫ retweets ১১৫ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ৫৯ favorites ৫৯ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Cindy Romphf retweeted Norman Spector @nspector4  ·  ১৬ সেপ্টেম্বর Hard to see why @christyclarkbc couldn't have folded on E80 back in June and avoided all the #bced disruption #bcpoli প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ১৩৪ retweets ১৩৪ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ৬৪ favorites ৬৪ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Cindy Romphf retweeted Michelle @freedom_joy8  ·  ১৭ সেপ্টেম্বর I thank Jim Iker. I thank Vince Ready. I thank BC tchrs. I thank supportive parents. I DO NOT thank Christy Clark. #bced #iwillremember2017 প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ২৪ retweets ২৪ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ১৭ favorites ১৭ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Cindy Romphf retweeted BCTF @bctf  ·  ১৬ সেপ্টেম্বর A tentative settlement has been reached as of 3:50 a.m. this morning. Details not being released at this time. #bced #bcpoli #canlab প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ৮৪২ retweets ৮৪২ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ২৯৭ favorites ২৯৭ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Saanich, British Columbia Cindy Romphf @clromphf  ·  ১৬ সেপ্টেম্বর I'm so happy a tentative deal has been reached!!!!! TY BCTF Bargaining Committee for your work! #BCTeachersStrike #BCTF2014 #bced প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ০ retweet সমাদৃত পছন্দ ০ favorite আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Richmond, British Columbia Cindy Romphf @clromphf  ·  ১৪ সেপ্টেম্বর Had a great time at the public/parent organized rally at the Vancouver Art Gallery! What a great turn out! #bced #BCTF2014 প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ৪ retweets ৪ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ৪ favorites ৪ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Cindy Romphf অনুসৃত Kat Selah, Sandy Schiff DeRose, pramcentre.co.uk এবং 9 অন্যান্য সরব @KatSelah নীরব @KatSelah অনুসরণ অনুসরণ করা কর্মসমূহ:অনুসরণ না করা অবরুদ্ধ অবরোধ মুক্ত মুলতুবি বাতিল Kat Selah @KatSelah Singer, Songwriter, performer and Island Girl সরব @nisse620 নীরব @nisse620 অনুসরণ অনুসরণ করা কর্মসমূহ:অনুসরণ না করা অবরুদ্ধ অবরোধ মুক্ত মুলতুবি বাতিল Sandy Schiff DeRose @nisse620 Mother of one, lover of projects, living healthy & youthful. Natural Beauty Advocate 4 Dr. Al Sears. #Free eBook & #Antiaging Newsletter http://www.antiagenaturally.com . Cindy Romphf retweeted E Wayne Ross @EWayneRoss  ·  ১১ সেপ্টেম্বর Why Fraser Institute's idea of paying teachers for student test scores is a bad idea http://ow.ly/BoXEv  #BCEd #BCpoli প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ৩১ retweets ৩১ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ১০ favorites ১০ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Cindy Romphf retweeted Paul Bae @MrPaulBae  ·  ১১ সেপ্টেম্বর If people tweet that Gov's role is to guard public purse and u see nothing in their timeline about Gov's waste of $$, IGNORE. #bced #bcpoli প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ৭ retweets ৭ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ৬ favorites ৬ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Saanich, British Columbia Cindy Romphf @clromphf  ·  ১১ সেপ্টেম্বর I really don't understand what businesses have to do with class size/composition #bced #teacherstrike #BCTF2014 http://www.theprovince.com/touch/story.html?id=10191673 … প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ০ retweet সমাদৃত পছন্দ ০ favorite আরো স্থাপিত টুইট টুইটারের ধারণক্ষমতা বেশি হতে পারে অথবা একটি ক্ষণস্থায়ী হিক্কার সম্মুখীন হয়। আবার চেষ্টা করুন পরিদর্শন করুন টুইটারের অবস্থা আরও তথ্যের জন্য। বন্ধ Cindy Romphf অনুসৃত Cindy Romphf থেকে কোন আপডেট মিস্ করবেন না Victoria, BC · পরিবর্তন © 2014 টুইটার সম্বন্ধে সহায়তা বিজ্ঞপ্তি তথ্য বন্ধ প্রবণতা ট্রেন্ডস আপনার জন্য উপযোগী। ট্রেন্ডের মাধ্যমে আপনি সহজেই আপনার আগ্রহের খবরাখবর পেতে পারছেন। আপনি কোথায় থাকেন এবং কাদের অনুসরণ করেন তার উপরে ভিত্তি করে ট্রেন্ড উপস্থাপিত করা হয়। পরিবর্তন উপযোগী করা ট্রেন্ডস রাখুন বিশ্বব্যাপী প্রবণতা পান সম্পন্ন খারিজ বন্ধ পূর্ববর্তী পরবর্তী বন্ধ একজন ব্যক্তির প্রোফাইলে যান সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ বন্ধ আপনার অনুসরণকারীদের এই পুনঃটুইটটি পাঠাবেন? বাতিল পুনঃটুইট বন্ধ আপনি কি নিশ্চিত যে এই টুইট মুছে দিতে চান? বাতিল মুছে ফেলুন বন্ধ রোধ করন বাতিল রোধ করন আপনার টুইটসমুহে একটি অবস্থান যুক্ত করুন যখন একটি অবস্থানের সঙ্গে আপনার টুইট করেন, টুইটার সেই অবস্থান সংরক্ষণ করে। প্রত্যেক টুইটের আগে আপনি আপনার অবস্থান চালু / বন্ধ করতে পারেন, এবং যে কোনও সময় আপনি আপনার অবস্থানের ইতিহাস মুছে ফেলতে পারেন। আরো জানুন অবস্থান চালু করুন এখন নয় স্থান বন্ধ করুন বন্ধ প্রোফাইল সারসংক্ষেপ বন্ধ আপনার তালিকাসমূহ বন্ধ একটি নতুন তালিকা তৈরি করুন নাম তালিকা বিবরণ 100 অক্ষরের কম, ঐচ্ছিক তালিকাসমূহ:গোপনীয়তা সাধারণ · যে কেউ এই তালিকা অনুসরণ করতে পারেন ব্যক্তিগত · শুধুমাত্র আপনিই এই তালিকায় প্রবেশ করতে পারবেন তালিকা সংরক্ষণ করুন বন্ধ বন্ধ এই টুইট স্থাপিত কর আপনার নীচের ওয়েবসাইটে কোডটি অনুলিপি দ্বারা এই টুইট যোগ করুন * আরও জানুন হুম, সার্ভারে পৌঁছনোর একটি সমস্যা ছিল। পরে আবার চেষ্টা করবেন? প্রকৃত টুইট অন্তর্ভুক্ত করুন অন্তর্ভুক্ত মিডিয়া প্রাকদর্শন বন্ধ টুইটারে নিবন্ধন করুন টুইটারে নেই? নিবন্ধন করুন, আপনির পছন্দের বিষয়গুলির সাথে যুক্ত হন, এবং তাদের বিষয়ে হালনাগাদ পান। একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন » বন্ধ দুটি উপায় (প্রেরণ এবং গ্রহণ) শর্ট কোড: দেশ কোড গ্রাহকদের জন্য মার্কিন যুক্তরাষ্ট্র 40404 (যে কোন) কানাডা 21212 (যে কোন) যুক্তরাজ্য 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM হাইতি 40404 Digicel, Voila আয়ারল্যান্ড 51210 Vodafone, O2 ভারত 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance ইন্দোনেশিয়া 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » অন্য দেশসমুহের এসএসএস সংক্ষিপ্ত কোড দেখুন বন্ধ নিশ্চিতকরণ)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/ResearchReports.aspx?id=5612,BCTF > 96ei03, School Organization Alternatives  	BCTF Research Reports  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Publications > Research Reports BCTF Research Report Section XII 96-EI-03 School Organization Alternatives: A Consideration of Year Round, Shift, and Extended Day Options A report prepared for BCTF Research by Dale Gregory, Coquitlam INTRODUCTION The provincial government has become concerned about the high capital costs for acquiring school sites and building new schools or replacing old schools. They have developed a multi-pronged program to reduce those costs. They recently introduced legislation, including the School Site Acquisition Act and an act to set up a leasing arrangement of school buildings from private builders in a type of partnership arrangement, to try to reduce these costs. The other aspect of this program--the one which will affect students and teachers to a much greater extent--is the idea of "efficiency scheduling." This latest buzzword from the Ministry is used to encourage school districts to economize on the use of school buildings by putting more students through the building in a given time through a variety of changes to the school organization. The three choices that have been offered to achieve this efficiency scheduling are: year-round schools shift extended day. While the only apparent advantage of any of the choices is that more students go through the building in a given time period, there are a number of general concerns with all three alternatives. There is more "free time" for students, either before, during, or after the school day. This creates additional supervision problems for teachers and administrators. The amount of time available for teachers to work with students outside the classroom situation is limited or affected. Extra-curricular activities such as clubs, intra-murals, and sports teams can be affected, curtailed, or eliminated completely. Teacher timetables will also be affected by these changes. Their teaching time will either be compressed by the shift option or spread out by the other two options. Considerable vigilance would have to be exercised to ensure that contracts protect the working conditions of teachers in these situations. Administrators and teachers would be required to spend more total time on the job with any of the choices, and building maintenance and security would also be a concern. YEAR ROUND SCHOOLS (YRS) I do not propose to spend much time on this option. There is considerable research and information available on this topic. Charlie Naylor, of BCTF Research and Technology, has done three papers on this topic which highlight the major features. The Ministry has also contracted a literature review on year-round schooling, which is very biased toward the Ministry position. From the governmentís perspective, the multi-track option is the only one that meets the criteria for "efficiency scheduling." This means that a percentage of the students, depending on the number of tracks, is on holiday while the remainder are in school. This, of course, creates a group of students who have "free time" while others are in the classroom. The extra supervision, and problem with dealing with these students when they come back to "visit" the school, is increased by the fact that the school may have no jurisdiction over them because they are "on holidays" and not registered in school. There is also the problem of athletes, drama students, student council members, etc., having activities that they would participate in occurring while they are on holidays. What is the status of these students? This type of situation could create problems and increase teachersí workload considerably. A number of school districts in the province are presently on pilot programs investigating the possibility of a YRS system. An interim report to the District 43 School Board by a committee made up of teachers, administrators, students, CUPE reps, trustees, and district staff is worth reading. There is presently only one school in the province on the YRS system, an elementary school in Williams Lake, but it is on a single-track schedule. The single-track schedule is of no benefit to the government, because no money savings are made. SHIFT Historically, shifts have been used to house a group of students while a new school was being completed for them. This often happened in areas of high growth, and before the use of portables. The only advantage of this option was that more students could be accommodated in one building, but it would fulfill the criteria of "efficiency scheduling." The disadvantages of this option include a very early start and finish for some students, and a late start and finish for others, a shorter time in class for all students, no extra-curricular activities, a large group of students on "free time," no space or time for individual help by teachers, and little time for building maintenance. This organization has been used for a specific reason in the past and could be offered as an option for the governmentís cost- saving program, but my opinion, based on experience with it, is that it is the worst of the three options for school organization. EXTENDED DAY My opinion, based on experience with two of the options, and extensive reading of material on the third option, is that the extended day is the best choice if a school is "forced" into efficiency scheduling. My experience with extended day comes from 15 years of teaching at Centennial School in Coquitlam. I propose to outline the schedule for Centennial, only as an example of the multitude of extended day schedules that are already in existence in many schools in the province. Centennial is a semestered school for Grade 11 and 12 only, with a total of almost 2,000 students. There are no bells and no common lunch hour. The timetable is the same for each day and is as outlined below: Block A     08:00 - 09:15 a.m. Block B 09:20 - 10:35 Block C 10:40 - 11:55 Block D 12:00 - 01:15 p.m. Block E 01:20 - 02:35 Block F 02:40 - 03:55 The variations on the schedule are for shortened days for assemblies and for staff meetings. On these days the classes are 55 minutes long and start on the hour. Assemblies are held between 11:00 a.m. and noon on Assembly Days, and staff meetings are held after class at 2:00 p.m. on Staff Meetings Days. Classes start each day at 8:00 a.m. With the introduction of Career and Personal Planning (CAPP) and other 2-credit courses, the school has adopted a Day One - Day Two schedule with the 2- credit courses being offered on alternate days. Teacher loads are an important aspect of the extended day. Up until a few years ago teachers at Centennial had only three classes per semester. Teachers in each department have always had considerable say in what their timetable would be in terms of starting time, finishing time, and courses. Departments always worked out problems in department meetings. A teacher would normally finish teaching at 2:40 if they taught their first class at 8:00. The contract in Coquitlam stipulates that each secondary (grades 8-12) teacherís weekly hours of instruction shall not exceed 25 hours and 45 minutes. (Hours of instruction include preparation time, scheduled tutorial and examination time.) At Centennial this means that in addition to in-class instruction, teachers are required to do some tutorial work to fulfill their hours of instruction time commitment. When teachers had three classes per semester, they were expected to do tutorials for 45 minutes each day. Due to decreases in funding and a change to the pupil/teacher ratio in Coquitlam, teachers were assigned more classes. At the present time, teachers teach 3 classes per day in one semester and have 45 minutes of tutorial per day in that semester. In the other semester, teachers now teach 3.5 classes. The .5 class is either a CAPP class or a 2-credit class, or is a full semester class that is shared with another teacher. The result is that for a part of this semester the teacher is teaching 4 classes, on an alternate-day schedule for the CAPP or 2-credit classes, and every day for a reporting period, unit, or half of the semester, depending on the decision made by the sharing teachers. In this situation, very little time is left for tutorial (some 8 minutes per day on the days the teacher is only teaching three classes). In Table 1 I have attempted to outline some of the advantages and disadvantages for the groups that are affected by these organizational changes. This list is not all-inclusive, but does reflect my 15 years of experience with this option in one school. CONCLUSION My biggest concern regarding any change in the organization of a school is that all of the affected groups are consulted and support the changes that are to take place. It is my opinion that the extended day is the best of the three options that I have looked at in this paper. Teachers who would be affected by an organizational change that would increase efficiency in the schools, in terms of the numbers of students put through the facility, should ensure that there is contract language to protect their hours of work and their working conditions. Table 1 Group Advantages Disadvantages Teachers * more flexibility * breaks between classes * more planning time * choice of start time * choice of finish time * longer class period * more space possible * no common lunch hours * lack of contact with some staff * longer day * noise in the halls from free students * union meetings hear to hold * department meetings hard to hold possible contract problems Students * some choice of start time * some choice of finish time * study time between classes * athletes have no Block F class * no common lunch hour * noon-hour activities gone * noice in hall disturbs class * early start for some * late class not popular Administration * more students in facility * administration costs down * less portables needed * parent concerns re. student free time * longer hours on the job * more free students to worry about Summary Centennial Extended Day -- Grades 11 and 12, semestered Block A     08:00 - 09:15 a.m.     No bells Block B 09:20 - 10:35 No common lunch hour Block C 10:40 - 11:55 Block D 12:00 - 01:15 p.m. Block E 01:20 - 02:35 Block F 02:40 - 03:55 Alternate day -- Day 1, Day 2 for CAPP and 2-credit courses Shortened days: Assemblies     11:00 - 11:55 Staff meetings 2 p.m. Classes 55 minutes long Teacher Load -- 25 hours, 45 minutes per week 3.5 classes in one semester     3 in other semester 0.5 class shared, or a CAPP class or 2-credit course some tutorial time required (45 minutes/day) part of semester, 4 classes per day alternate days with CAPP or 2-credit unit or reporting period with shared class some tutorial time required on days with 3 classes (8 minutes) teachers in departments establish timetables and loads About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11838&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2000 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 13, Number 1, September 2000 Readers Write A fine article on one-room schools I wanted to tell you how much I enjoyed the article “One-room schoolhouses,” by Verena Foxx (May/June 2000). It was not only interesting and informative but also inspiring. If I have the opportunity to teach again some day, I would love to have the chance to teach in a one-room school. For three years, I taught my five children at home, while our family was living on the Queen Charlotte Islands, and it is very interesting to me to see the positive similarities between the home-school situation and the one-room classroom. The comments made by Heather Johnson, Dodie Eyer, and Cathy Erikson were similar to my experiences as a home-school teacher. I also completely agree with Dorthe Davison’s vision. It seems a shame that some districts are trying hard to close down the few remaining one-room schools. I believe it is very important to have a wide variety of alternative learning situations within the public school system. Thank you again for the fine article. It truly deserved to be on the front page. Norma Hill Keremeos Proud that BCTF is challenging TWU I disagree with the previous letters from my colleagues in Nanaimo. I am proud that my union, the BCTF, is challenging the Trinity Western University. The TWU is like many others (a sheep in wolf’s clothing) institutions in our society. They are opposed to homosexuality and believe it is a grave sin. They also espouse the family as they perceive it, which is the family unit of father, mother and child. Three-quarters of our society does not reflect that family unit any more. That of course means that TWU grads could not be objective when dealing with the issues that children bring with them to school. Christianity is no basis for any school facilities any more. One has only to look at recent court discussions on Christian schools that abused their students or at other religious institutions that hide behind beliefs to bolster personal agendas. I wholeheartedly endorse the BCTF for fighting against this type of institutionalized homophobia and discrimination, as I am sure the majority of my teacher colleagues do. Cheryl Sosnowski Nanaimo Thanks for Teacher As president of our Parent Advisory Council, I just want to express my appreciation for receiving a copy of the Teacher newsmagazine. It is informative, enlightening, and educational. Thank you for including us in your mailing list. Cynthia Feldmann Penticton Real audiences for student books I was pleased to see Andy Pfeiffer’s detailed article on providing a real audience for high school students (May/June 2000). It is a great idea. I began using a similar approach in 1983 on my teaching practicum at Point Grey Senior Secondary School, in Vancouver. I refined the process in 1987 while teaching remedial Grade 10s in Australia. We chose Grade 3s for our audience. All the students enjoyed the process, and for the book launch I baked a huge chocolate cake in the shape of some large Australian animal that I can’t recall now. The principal and head of the English Department attended, and there were short speeches and photos-like a “real” book launch. Joan Buchanan Salt Spring Island Take back the NIDs Thanks to the PD staff for their insightful article “Everything you always wanted to know about PD days” (March 2000). If you value PD and your personal time, that article is worth reading as it highlights a number of problems plaguing the five days that have been set aside for teacher professional development (PD). In 1972, British Columbia teachers gave up part of their summer holidays (without monetary compensation) so that schools could be closed during the school year for more group-based PD. As the value of the group-based PD sessions is questionable, we should consider deleting the days from the school year and returning them to the summer holidays. This means school would be dismissed a week earlier than it is now. While there has been some good PD, we have frequently suffered through unproductive school-based sessions that have made us wonder why we were not in the classroom that day. It is becoming increasingly common for the PD days to be used for activities that are not considered to be PD (accreditation, first aid, school planning, and curriculum development). Think of the possibilities if we had this personal week back and school let out no later than June 23 instead of June 30. Following is an incomplete list of such possibilities: Our employer would save money by early closure. Overworked and stressed out staff would have more time to recover The public would stop being critical about our NID closures. Parents wouldn’t have to scramble for sitters. Senior students heading to university could increase their summer income by 10%. Senior students wouldn’t be working their summer jobs while taking provincial exams during the last week of June. Summer sessions wouldn’t be such a mad scramble. Teachers would have a few days between the last day of school and the first day of summer session. Families could more easily manage their vacation plans. Students would still have the same number of days in session with fewer disruptions. We would still be paid the same. It is time to consider taking back our personal time for a longer summer break. We will still have PD, and it could very well be more valuable than what we have now. Tim Wolders Anne Marie Mol Haida Gwaii/Queen Charlotte Annotated collections work I hope you can pass along my appreciation to a colleague for a teaching idea he gave me. In Teacher, Vol. 11, No. 1, September 1998, you published a letter from Wayne Thom in Sooke, suggesting that an annotated collection be assigned to students instead of a research essay. This would give them experience with research from various sources, but avoid the problems of plagiarism. I decided to use this idea with the History 12 students I teach using a computer managed system. Following the suggestions in the letter, I gave my students this assignment, and found it worked beautifully. During the subsequent semesters, I have adjusted the instructions, my evaluation, and so on, and find the project works well with different levels of students. I'm not sure how difficult it would be to have a whole classful of these research projects to evaluate, but for the few students I have each term, it is ideal. Please pass my thanks on to Wayne Thom for sharing his ideas. Linda Costain Masset Primary teachers feedback sought The B.C. Primary Teachers’ Association is currently rewriting the BCPTA Evaluation Techniques and Resources Handbook II, published in 1992. If you have used this document and have any suggestions or feedback on how we can improve and update this document, please contact: Marianne McTavish (604) 922-7267 (phone/fax) or Carol Johns (250) 526-5338, F: (250)426-0191. In addition, we are looking for sample, suggestions, and ideas of assessment, evaluation, and reporting practices. Many teachers have taken ideas from previous evaluation binders and adapted them for their own needs. We would be happy to accept contributions of ideas, formats, strategies, blackline masters, etc. for consideration. BCPTA Evaluation Technique and Resources Handbook II is still currently available from Sharron Cooke (604) 271-2429. Marianne McTavish BCPTA PD Co-ordinator)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media last tweet "" @ - 12:00am Follow @ last post "" facebook/ - Jan 1st Like Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=20632,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > March 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 5, March 2010  Readers write Workers not at fault In “Readers write” (Teacher Jan./Feb. 2010) you state that BCTF is negative and that “part of the cause of the meltdown in North America was caused by a predominant attitude that debt is a way of life.” If BCTF omitted to question your kind of thinking they would be guilty of the most powerful form of a lie. Every messenger has an agenda and through questions we can see if it meets the test of impartiality, neutrality, and independence (morality), which is necessary for social justice. If questioning social justice is repugnant to you, then BCTF is negative. I personally applaud the BCTF for being negative when that leads to union protection of workers, better pay, maternity leave, unemployment insurance, health and safety rules, pensions, labour and building codes, environmental laws, protection of farmland, healthcare, and better education standards that serve the collective need of society. As for your economic analysis, you need to look at what you read because those who caused the meltdown are in Victoria, Ottawa, New York, and Washington not working for BCTF, in the classroom, sawmill, or working for minimum wage pruning apple trees in Salmon Arm. It is government policies of deregulation and supply-side economics that have caused the meltdown, not a worker’s desire to live on credit. The working class household debt, including those of our teachers, is horrendous. Why? When working people cannot maintain a standard of living and feed their families, they will borrow to just keep their head above the transfer payments that our government hoists on them, in order to give tax breaks to the 10% who own most of the wealth in this province. What is needed in this province is a monetary policy or easy money with changes in interest rates and money supply to expand aggregate demand, which will be a more effective immediate, and completely discretionary, method to stimulate the economy. Furthermore, the tax incidence should be lower for low-income people so they can purchase food, shelter, and clothing, which would stimulate small business, which employs one-third of our work force—mostly low-income earners. The government should also spend directly to help industries such as forestry in BC and the automobile industry in Ontario, which are most affected by external demand for these commodities. Total national debt or provincial debt is not something that bankrupts nations or provinces, it is the amount of foreign debt they hold. Domestic debt is owed to the people in BC and stays in the province and servicing that debt also stays in BC to stimulate the BC economy. On the other hand, interest on the foreign debt leaves the province to stimulate someone else’s economy. The only negative thing about a domestic debt is that its benefits are disproportionate due to the priorities of the present government. The reason for this is the wealthy who have money make more from their investments than the poor because the poor have no investment portfolios. As BC's foreign debt reached higher and higher levels, servicing this debt forced the government to cut back on domestic spending, infrastructure, education, and health. Combine this with Campbell’s tax cuts—which favour the wealthy, who spend the rebate in Mexico or Cuba like I will—the budget for domestic modernization and education and social spending declines, and BC loses its competitive edge. Democracy means a government obligation to transparency, as well as political and economic equality in order to maintain a certain standard of living, this with a moral responsibility to healthcare, education, and housing for all. Walter Trkla, Kamloops Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9112,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept./Oct. 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, No. 1, Sept./Oct. 2003 Managing your pension assets Purchasing a leave of absence (Teachers’ Pension Plan rules) This is important information for: young pension-plan members who have taken or may take a leave of absence. members who have had a maternity or parental leave of absence. older members who may retire before March 31, 2007. What is a leave of absence? A leave of absence is an employer-approved absence from work. A leave can be with full pay, with partial pay, or without pay. During a leave with full pay, you accumulate pensionable and contributory service as if you had continued to work. During a leave of absence with less than full pay, your contributions and pensionable service are reduced in proportion to your salary. For example, if you receive half your regular pay during a leave, you accumulate half the pensionable service but full contributory service. During a leave without pay, you do not receive pensionable or contributory service. If you purchase the unpaid leave, you will receive the pensionable and contributory service you would have received had you not taken the leave. This will increase your future pension benefits. What are the different leaves? Maternity leaves that ended on or after March 14, 1981, are eligible for purchase. Only the birth mother can purchase this type of leave. Parental/adoption leaves that ended on or after March 22, 1991, are eligible for purchase. Birth mothers, fathers, and adoptive parents can purchase these leaves. The maximum service you can purchase for maternity, parental, and adoption leaves is three years, with each term not to exceed one year from your child’s birth or adoption date. You must show your child’s birth certificate or adoption papers to your employer. General leaves are leaves that you took for any reason other than those listed above, including extended maternity and parental leaves. You can purchase a maximum of five cumulative years for general leaves completed after December 31, 1991. There is no limit for purchase of leaves of absence completed before December 31, 1991. When can I purchase a leave? You must apply to purchase leaves that ended before April 1, 2002, by March 31, 2007, and while an active member. You must apply to purchase leaves that end on or after April 1, 2002, within five years of the end of the leave period or before you terminate your current employment, whichever occurs first. You may apply to purchase a current leave of absence during the leave. Can I purchase periods of reduced pay (part-time work with part-time leave)? If you work at less than your full assignment for a time, you may be eligible to purchase the difference between your full assignment and the amount you worked as a leave of absence. If you think this applies to you, contact your employer. How do I apply to purchase a leave? Fill out a Purchase of Service Application form (available from the website at pensionsbc.ca or from your employer). The application form has a calculation on the back that shows you how to estimate the cost of the leave. Alternatively, you may use the Purchase of Service Cost Estimator on the web site and print the estimate and attach it to your application form. Your employer must certify that the leave was an approved leave by signing the Purchase of Service Application. You must purchase the full leave period, unless the purchase will cause you to accrue more than 35 years of pensionable service. In such a case, you may be able to purchase a portion of the leave. If you do not plan to return to work after your leave ends, you can purchase the leave provided you apply before the end of the leave period. Use the Personalized Pension Estimator on the web site to show the effect on your pension of purchasing leaves of absence. How is the cost calculated? The cost of a leave of absence is based on your current salary multiplied by the length of the leave period multiplied by: • the current employee contribution rate (for maternity, parental, and adoption leaves for periods allowed under the Employment Standards Act), or • the current employee and employer contribution rates (for general leaves or extended maternity, parental, or adoption leaves). You will receive a statement from the pension plan outlining the cost, which you must pay by the due date on the statement in a single payment. You may pay by RRSP transfer, personal cheque, or a combination. A new calculation will be required if payment is not received by the due date. You will receive a tax receipt if payment is made by other than RRSP transfer. The Purchase of Service Cost Estimator on the web site gives you an estimate of the cost, which can then be printed and used as an application form. Does purchasing service affect my RRSP contribution room? For service after 1989, you need enough RRSP contribution room to allow the purchase. If this is applicable to you, the plan will send you a Past Service Pension Adjustment (PSPA) worksheet so you can determine if you have enough RRSP contribution room or PSPA over contribution room. If you wish to pay for any or all of your leaves of absence by cash, Canada Customs and Revenue Agency must certify that you have enough RRSP room or PSPA overcontribution room. If not, you will have to pay for your reinstatement by RRSP transfer. Only RRSPs that are in your name can be transferred for leave of absence payment. You may want to discuss with a qualified financial advisor how purchasing a leave will affect your situation. If you purchase the leave prior to April 30 following the leave, you may pay by cash or RRSP. In this case, you do not need to have the purchase certified by Canada customs and Revenue Agency. Calculating the cost benefit First, use the online Purchase of Service Cost Estimator to get an estimate of the cost of the leave of absence (this estimate may also be used as the application form), or use the estimate from the back of the Purchase of Service Application form. Then, using the Personalized Pension Estimator the information from your most recent Members Benefit Statement will be provided so you can calculate a pension estimate for a specific retirement date. Finally, go back and increase the pensionable and contributory service by the amount of each service that is being purchased, and recalculate your pension for the same retirement date. This will give you the increase in your monthly pension due to the purchase of the leave of absence. Compare the increase in the monthly pension to the cost of the purchase. Divide the cost of the purchase by the increase in the monthly pension to determine the number of months it will take to recover your purchase cost. Maternity and Parental Adoption leaves are always cost effective, as the employer pays its share of the contributions. Contact Information Teachers’ Pension Plan PO Box 9465 Stn Prov Govt Victoria, BC, V8W 9V8 Victoria: (250) 953-3022 Vancouver: 604-660-4088 Toll free: 1-800-665-6770 Fax: (250) 356-8977 Web site: www.pensionsbc.ca E-mail: TPP.PensionCorp@pensionsbc.ca BCTF Income Security 100—550 West 6th Avenue Vancouver, BC V5Z 4P2 Vancouver: 604-871-1921 Toll free 1-800-663-9163 Web site: www.bctf.ca/pensions/ E-mail: alambert@bctf.ca, lwerklund@bctf.ca, or dlauber@bctf.ca — Dale Lauber, with extracts from Pensionfacts by the TPP Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=21688,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > October 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 23, Number 2, October 2010     The ministry’s 21st century obsession  By Emily O’Neill   Since the throne speech in February promised significant changes to the BC education system, education news in BC has been peppered with hints to the potential direction for education reform in the province. There have been mentions from the Ministry of Education of “a 21st century learning agenda,” “personalized learning,” “hands-on programs” in secondary schools, and a shift in the role of the teacher from director to “facilitator.” As the year has progressed, we have been able to draw from various sources, to flesh out the picture. On September 17, Rod Allen, superintendent of student achievement for the Ministry of Education, gave a presentation to the BCTF Executive Committee about these new directions. Allen outlined the ministry’s vision for the future of education in BC—personalized learning and greater choice for students, increased student engagement, moving beyond teaching factoids to students who come to class “with Google in their pockets,” to teaching a greater understanding of how things relate, and “teacher-facilitated” rather than “teacher-instructed” learning. Allen acknowledged that these models already exist in some parts of the province; the question is simply how to propagate these ideas. One slide in Allen’s presentation laid out a number of “21st Century Foundational Skills.” In addition to reading, writing, and numeracy, which the ministry still considers as important as ever, these skills include what some have been calling the Seven Cs: Critical thinking and problem solving Creativity and innovation Collaboration, teamwork, and leadership Cross-cultural understanding Communications, computing and ICT literacy Career and learning self-reliance Caring for personal health and planet earth. While much of the provincial discussion around these ideas has been very short on details, 21st century learning initiatives from other provinces and other parts of the world have been referenced by the ministry, and it is worth taking a look at some of these in an attempt to understand what might be coming down the pike in British Columbia. Back in June, Vancouver Sun reporter and blogger Janet Steffenhagen pointed out a connection between the UK-based 21st Century Learning Initiative and the BC Ministry of Education. She reported in a blog post that John Abbott, president of the 21st Century Learning Initiative, met with Ministry of Education representatives at St. Anne’s Academy in Victoria in March. The initiative’s summary of the event states that the meetings were intended “to show how the ideas developed with the initiative relate directly to the plans that British Columbia might be making for its future education policy.” Abbott’s presentation, which can be downloaded from the initiative’s website, drew heavily on his 2010 book, Overschooled but Undereducated.  In both the book and the presentation, Abbott argues for a new view of adolescence. “In countless instances over the generations,” he writes in his book, “it has been adolescent muscle linked with a determination to break any limitations that others may put in their way that have pushed forward the boundaries of civilization.” If teenagers cause trouble, he argues, it is only because they have lost their purpose in a modern world that insists on sequestering them in schools and stripping them of the opportunity to use their energy to learn by doing. Other major concerns outlined in Abbott’s Overschooled but Undereducated are the weakening of civil society, the rise of specialization in both school and work at the cost of the ability to see the big picture, and the negative ramifications of our switch to a service economy, in which “satisfaction in a job well done has been replaced by the motivation to earn more money.” He also takes aim at the accountability culture, asking if, “In their efforts to improve their examination results, have schools been forced into so over-teaching their pupils (so as to get the grades...to get the jobs...to get the good salary) that the pupils rarely learn how to work things out for themselves?” In order to harness the energy and potential of the adolescent brain, Abbott and the initiative are pushing for some major education reforms. In April of this year, the initiative put together a document specifically for British Columbia, called Schools in the Future: What has to change and why, which also draws heavily on the themes in Overschooled but Undereducated. Elements of change required are summarized at the end of the paper, and include: Individualized learning paths versus preprogrammed paths from which students choose their course of study. A much greater emphasis on experimental and situational learning, especially as students get older. The evolution of the teacher from the role of instructor when children are young, to a much more complex and professional role of learning facilitator as children get older. Rich assessment and reporting based on competencies rather than courses or disciplines, and that uses language and artifacts rather than scores to show achievement. A sliding scale of student dependency on teacher and school-as-place that decreases with age, so allowing growth in student choice and responsibility. The influences of John Abbott and the 21st Century Learning Initiative on Margaret MacDiarmid and the Ministry of Education—with their calls for increased student engagement through personalized, hands-on learning, guided rather than dictated, by teachers—are clearly evident. In addition to John Abbott, the province seems to be following the lead of Alberta and New Brunswick; in a back-to-school teleconference with reporters on August 31, 2010, Margaret MacDiarmid pointed to both as models for education in British Columbia. Both provinces are looking to remake their education systems in order to prepare their students to compete and thrive in 21st century society. In June, the government of Alberta published a discussion paper titled, “Inspiring Action on Education,” which came out of the government’s Inspiring Education initiative, and which lays out a vision for the transformation of the education system in Alberta. The crux of the matter seems to lie in the following statement: “Governments, business leaders, researchers and communities in Alberta, Canada, and around the world, investigating the requirements of 21st century learners, have identified the need for competencies to be more central in the education of young people if they are to be active participants in an increasingly knowledge-based and globalized society.” New Brunswick is moving down the same road. Their Department of Education’s “NB3-21C: Creating a 21st Century Learning Model of Public Education,” is the foundational document for that province’s 21st century learning initiatives. Like Alberta, the government of New Brunswick makes a direct connection between global societal change “in the age of knowledge and innovation” and the importance of learning as the “major socio-economic driver of the 21st century.” In order to keep pace and compete in “emerging knowledge- and innovation-based economic sectors,” the province must overhaul its educational system. Both documents list competencies which, in addition to literacy and numeracy, are all components of a 21st century education. The seven Alberta competencies and five New Brunswick competencies are essentially the same as the BC Ministry of Education’s Seven Cs. Both provinces also emphasize personalized learning, student-centred education, and teachers as facilitators. Interestingly, much of the language surrounding these 21st century learning plans is not new to BC. Most recently, the Ministry of Education’s Year 2000 Program, which emerged from the recommendations of the Sullivan Royal Commission on Education in the late 1980s, called for major education reforms in British Columbia. Parts of the 1990 ministry paper, “Year 2000: A Framework for Learning,” sound as though they could have been written today. According to the ministry in 1990, major social and economic changes in BC were placing new demands and expectations on schools: “These changes include an explosion in knowledge, coupled with powerful new communication and information processing technologies. The structure of the economy is shifting from being primarily resource-based to becoming a mixed economy with increasing emphasis on the information and service sectors. Society itself is changing and becoming much more diverse.” The new competencies required for BC students are elucidated in another paragraph from the Year 2000 paper, which sounds remarkably like the 21st century learning language that is floating around today: “In view of the new social and economic realities, all students, regardless of their immediate plans following school, will need to develop a flexibility and versatility undreamed of by previous generations. Increasingly, they will need to be able to employ critical and creative thinking skills to solve problems and make decisions, to be technologically literate as well as literate in the traditional sense, and to be good communicators. Equally, they will need to have well developed interpersonal skills and be able to work co-operatively with others. Finally, they will need to be lifelong learners.” The only surviving component of the Year 2000 plan is the Primary Program, which covers students in BC from Kindergarten to Grade 3. The Intermediate and Graduate Programs were ultimately scrapped, but the principles behind the entire Year 2000 Program appear to linger in the proposals of the Ministry of Education. The ministry’s major reform effort was unsuccessful 20 years ago; whether or not a different outcome awaits the 21st century learning plans remains to be seen. While the idealism of the ministry’s 21st century learning proposals is certainly admirable, it is still unclear how all of these laudable goals will be achieved in today’s economic and political climate. There is a disconnect between the vision that the ministry is putting forward and what is actually happening on the ground—where pervasive underfunding, fewer electives, larger classes, a lack of teacher autonomy, the constrictions of the accountability agenda, and the realities of child poverty all would seem to conspire to hamstring the ministry’s proposals. Unless fundamental, systemic changes are made, do the ministry’s reform plans stand a chance? You can expect to hear a great deal more about this in the coming months as the ministry fills in the details. For more information, see the BCTF Information Services Research & Reports blog at bctf.ca/blogs/research.aspx.  Emily O’Neill, BCTF Information Services Department.   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2014/09/tentative-agreement-yes-or-no.html?showComment0751410932376836,Staffroom Confidential: Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, September 16, 2014 Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Despite what I know was a herculean effort on the part of our bargaining team, I very much hope that BC teachers will vote no to the tentative agreement. After five weeks of strike, and twelve years of legal battles, this is not the deal that will restore sanity to public education and it is not a fair deal for teachers and students. Just as teachers in Saskatchewan rejected a deal to ensure a better outcome, I hope BC teachers will consider a no vote to let our team know we have to go back to the bargaining table. Class size, composition The agreement provided a modified LIF fund starting at $75 million per year and increasing to $85 by the last year. It is for teachers only, which will mean a slight improvement in Districts where sizeable portions were spent on Education Assistants or senior District staff rather than teachers. However, in an average size District like Victoria (20,000 students, 1,000 teachers), this will translate into about 5-10 more teachers. That is one for every five schools. To put it in comparison, Justice Griffin's judgement estimated the lost funding due to lost class size language at about $330 million in current dollars. (Read more here about the proposed Education Fund.) I heard so many teachers speak up about the need to ensure that we do not return to over-crowded classes when the strike ends. This agreement does very little to alleviate what is the most pressing issue. Throwing away the court victory The agreement provides a "reopener" in the event we win on appeal our class size language. What this means is that the language returns, but is not implemented until new language is negotiated. Without the actual implementation of the returned language, there will be very little incentive for the government to bargain it back. We would essentially be back in the very same position we are in today, with government trying to bargain it out and us trying to bargain it back in. In my opinion, even if we were legislated back to work we would be in a superior position. If we won the appeal the government would then be forced to implement the language. We are thus throwing away our historic court victory and the bargaining pressure it potentially creates. The reopener is really only mildly less offensive than E80. In both cases, we have to bargain back what was illegally taken from our contract and the government will probably never have to restore it. In fact, the "reopener" creates the perfect opportunity for government to lock us out to try and force us to agree to something far inferior. Throwing away the remedy for the last twelve years The agreement provides $105 million to compensate for grievances over-sized classes for the last twelve years. Using Justice Griffin's estimates, our loss is roughly $300 million times 12 = over $3 billion. I cannot fathom how $105 million is a fair compromise. The BCTF's original proposal to put this money back into the system was a more fair and productive approach. This agreement means we can no longer go to the courts for a fair remedy. Wages The agreement is very close to government's original offer. While I would be willing to accept this if the class size language was returned, teachers should not be taking such a significant monetary loss without the commensurate gain in working conditions. We have lost roughly 12% of our annual salary. We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut. Minimal improvements There are very minimal improvements in preparation time for elementary teachers (10 minutes per week), and TTOC daily rate. The TTOC daily rate change may depend on your grid placement. It could actually be a wage loss for long term TTOCs who are above category 5 and step 7. There is also $11 million in health and dental benefits. At 40,000 members, this is $275 each. Hardly worth consideration in the context of the rest of the agreement. What next? There are a variety of options if we vote no. We can continue the strike. We can choose to return to work and continue bargaining. We do not, and should not, accept an agreement that doesn't meet our needs and doesn't meet the needs of students and public education. When Saskatchewan teachers rejected the first deal which had 5.5% wage increases over four years, the second deal had 7.3% increases over four years. They have said this still isn't good enough. For us, our main issue is classroom conditions. We need to say this isn't good enough. The way to do that is to vote no. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 7:48 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 124 comments: Troy MooreSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:17 PM The EC recommendation states the open clause will be argued from restored language. However, selling our grievances for nothing as the 105 million is strike savings, is plenty of reason to vote no. Further, no composition caps, but a fund controlled by Superintendents is enough reason to vote no. Thursday I will vote no.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:06 PM Re-opener also says "education fund" in place until new language bargained, so old language can disappear forever.Delete Reply Mme RousseauSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:33 PM Government starved us to death hoping we'd vote yes to whatever deal they'd offer. Planned it from the start.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:07 PM We can sill choose (collectively) to return to work if we reject this deal. Many options.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:09 PM Great analysis, Tara! I think that returning to work would be a bad idea. This will frustrate parents more if they need to find new ways to deal with taking care fo kids. USe the money given to you by the other unions. I am a teacher who had to quit for stress over the terrible condition of work (split FI grade 4/5, several low LD kids with little support, one severe with no support, 2 gifted (no support), and a principal who expected me to teach 2 separate social studies AND science programs)Delete Reply Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:56 PM Good points by all but the gov't succeeded in starving my family out and completly breaking us. I will be voting YES and live to fight another dayReplyDelete Replies schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:21 PM 'Fight another day'? In the last twelve years that we have been pushing back against this government, never has the tide tide been so much with teachers, class size/composition, and public education - and never has the government been pushed back onto the ropes (especially with the call for binding arbitration). What 'other day' is being proposed that we wait for? Now is the time. Vote 'no' and give the BCTF bargaining team a renewed mandate to get a decent deal for students and teachers.Delete Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:10 PM "Another day" means to wake up and realize that 2more weeks means my family of 5 could lose our home. It means I will do all I can to recall Cc, Factbender, and other mla's, and maybe even having "a guy I know" have a chat with them. In year 1 of their reign, I don't believe they even know what "the ropes" are. I will vote YES ...for my family, and I can live with thatDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:12 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply Karen FergusonSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:03 PM Just a question: When the Saskatchewan teachers voted no, had they already been on strike for 5 weeks?ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM No. They are working with no contract. They are not on strike.Delete Shannon DavisSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:23 AM I am a Saskatchewan teacher. We are not on strike; we are currently in the conciliation process after voting "no" to 2 previous offersDelete Reply "Mama Rose"September 16, 2014 at 9:27 PM Can we truly return to work without agreeing and continue bargaining? When I suggested returning to work a few weeks ago, the answer was "being on strike puts pressure on the gov't and without pressure they have no reason to settle." And can you explain more how legislating us back would be better than agreeing to this deal? And finally, why would the BCTF executive put forward a deal that was not a good one?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:30 PM Because they need confirmation of the resolve of the membership to get something better. That is what a no vote does.Delete Reply Troylana MSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:28 PM some great points to ponder, tara......thinking thinking....ReplyDelete schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:43 PM If we vote 'no' to the tentative deal we still have options: We'd not have a contract. But we could... a) strike with full picket lines b) partially strike with phase 1 (work-to-rule) in schools c) partially strike with periodic/rotating job action d) continue negotiating e) return to work and re-escalate strike f) some/all of the above ReplyDelete Replies Caroline MackenzieSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:21 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:14 PM a) will expedite matters (I say less that 3 days)Delete Reply danabjornsonSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:05 PM I am thinking that a legislated, crappier contract would only be in effect for 2 years max (before elections...). If we take this offer, then we will be agreeing to this pseudo-E80. Should we win the court case (which we likely will), we will have to settle on the terms of the THIS negotiated contract which doesn't actually restore learning conditions; it simply allows for those conditions to be negotiated. If we say n, then we default to the 2002 contract, which DOES restore the language. A "yes" vote is saying that we are good on "crumbs"; a "no" vote is saying we want an actual meal. That's my understanding, anyway. Please correct me where I am wrong, Tara. :)ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:44 PM And word is IF they legislate, they could opt to legislate back Grade 10-12 only causing the union to have to lay off all teachers and re-hire based on seniority. That will tear the union at the seams pitting teacher against teacher for those positions. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:17 PM There will be a general strike if that were to happen! They better not do this. They will regret it.Delete Reply imaginefunlearningSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:09 PM Some good points on the background of our fight over the past 12 years, which I have been actively engaged in; however we need to recognize the climate we are in. We are not in Sask. people! We have just come through a very long summer!! We need to thank our @bctf bargaining team & recognize the toll this has taken on all of us & our families. I don't have the luxury of more time on the strike line. This may be as good as it gets. Let's read the agreement and consider getting back to work and making some $ again! That's my 2 cents worth, which would come in really handy right now!!!ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:18 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply RobSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:11 PM Go back in work to rule mode. Work this winter to recall every Liberal MLA. ThAt is the only way to apply pressure to these criminals. ReplyDelete Replies Kate RestonSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:03 PM Recall! Not sure who won the battle but the war is still onDelete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:14 AM Well said Kate... I agree 100%Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:20 PM I think say NO and a better deal will be done in less than 3 days. These guys are not criminals, they are lower than that. I bet they get a sick pleasure in hurting the kids and the teachers.Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:31 PM An official recall is in the works: https://www.facebook.com/groups/316129595235450/?fref=ts Please consider joining.Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:26 AM Leah - do you honestly think anyone who voted BC Liberal did so thinking that they would act any differently on the education file?Delete Reply JJSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:16 PM I am glad to see other members who share my views. I am outraged at a 1.2 percent "raise" in salary per year that doesn't even meet inflation of currently 2%. I feel used and abused.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:23 PM Not to mention all of the other pittance! I am actually surprised that Iker asked teachers to vote on this! Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:18 PM Hi Tara Thanks for the summary! Will we be able to vote NO to the deal, but vote YES to returning to work? Will there be three options when we vote Thursday? Why did the BCTF agree to a substandard deal for us? If we vote no to a deal that was recommended to us, the teachers look like the bad guys and public approval will plummet. I am very disappointed and frustratedReplyDelete Replies KataSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:12 AM Public approval will not necessarily plummet. I have seen strikes where the membership has voted against the executive's "best results to date", and ended up with a better offer. This offer is an insult. The $300 million will not bring funding to the national average (I believe). More importantly, the wage offer is half of the average wage increase for public and private workers (StatsCan). Delete Reply MontySeptember 16, 2014 at 10:19 PM Thank you, Tara. My thoughts too, more clearly expressed. As well, Thursday is too soon to vote, too soon to vote, too soon to vote........ReplyDelete Richard ChalkeSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:21 PM Vote no and lose every shred of public support...just sayin!ReplyDelete Replies UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:31 AM I am a member of the public and would support a "no" vote. js!.Delete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:01 AM Richard Chalke, NO you won't! I am a mother with 3 adopted special needs children who need to be in a class that is designed for them and others like them (my kids are academically slightly delayed but their issues are more social and behavioural) where they can receive the education they deserve taught in a way they can comprehend. I will speak now for all the parents I know, and we will support the teacher's if they continue to fight for our children's best interest.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:28 PM It might not be pretty at first, but once we explain things (and I hope the Mandarin-speaking teachers flood the Richmond organization that voiced their concerns), they will back us. The 3 billions that the judge came to is the first I hear about. This should be stated to every newsmedia comment section in the province. Minimize pickets and flood those outlets with commenters, just like the Liberals do. Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:45 PM I am a member of the public and a single Mother of a child in the public school system. You will NOT lose one bit of my support if you vote no. I know that you are sacrificing so that my child can have a better education, and I am most grateful for it. Having said that, I also know that you are exhausted and broke. I have been dreading that you may have to settle for less than what you (we) deserve because the government succeeded in breaking you. I am not in your shoes, so cannot judge. If the vote is a yes, I understand and I am still behind you. Delete Reply Alison RocheSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:25 PM It is a crap deal. It's always a crap deal. Once you raise the stakes to striking, anything else is a cave in. The last time we walked out was the 3 day illegal strike where I threw away 1200$ and got EXACTLY the same contract I had the year before. The BCTF called it a win because they didn't rip up MORE of my contract. Ridiculous. There are a few of us that believe that working to contract, doing 100% of your teaching job and nothing more (like paying for supplies out of your own pocket or EC) is the only way teachers will survive this government. What if they get re-elected again? Then what? Teachers have lost thousands to these clowns to make "statements" about the state of public education in this province. We can't keep sacrificing ourselves and our families. And in the meantime, you talk to parents about why you have to take this crappy road. Because up until this strike they mostly didn't care about the state of education, but god forbid you didn't run a Sports Day. Then suddenly they wanted to know what the hell was going on. Keep the conversation going in schools. Attend your PAC meetings and stop enabling this govt to underfund and overwork the system. And still get paid!ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:20 AM I am very excited at the prospect of returning to my beloved job on Friday. However I will NOT continue to put my personal money into my classroom and I will be seriously reconsidering my involvement in extra curriculars. I think we shoot ourselves in the foot with all the unpaid work we so willingly volunteer to do. Delete Reply FCSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:38 PM I heard a rumour last week from a loose lipped government insider that after the 22nd, depending on the outcome of the negotiations the Liberals were going to announce a 3 step process. I was not clear if this was based on 3 steps to resolve the strike (perhaps the 3rd step is legislation??) or 3 steps to overhaul the education system, either way, they will settle it outright. I wish you all luck and all the information that you need to make a sound decision of what you feel is best.ReplyDelete Replies Lisa BurrowsSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:53 PM I have heard similar rumours. On the 23rd, the gov. was planning on introducing a $6000 per year voucher system for 3 choices: an academic or trades program, or something called EducationCanada. Not clear whether their intention was to privatize the public system, de-certify teachers and hire them back under new wage/benefits. Not clear where these rumours originated from. Maybe fear tactics to get teachers to vote yes. In any event, I plan on voting yes. I signed up to be a teacher, not a martyr. This strike has cost us a lot. We need to regain our livelihood and hopefully continue the conversation about class composition. We have at least awakened many people to the issue, and the court case is still an avenue that could eventually improve teaching and learning conditions.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:33 PM I urge all teachers to fight and say NO to this deal. Retired teacher who had to retire because horrendous work conditions. Make me proud. They will not last long if you say NO! I know this is tough, but there is money and I hear that Van City does offer loan at low to 0 %. Banks do allow you to miss a mortgage payment. Go talki to your banker.Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM Will school districts require teachers to make up missed days, as suggested in the media? Will the school calendar be changing to make up for the missed three weeks and if so will we be made aware of those changes PRIOR to the vote? ReplyDelete KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:41 PM "Wages..... We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut." And that is the cost of going on strike!!! There is nothing that can be done about that. You cannot go on strike and put up the raise you want every week to compensate for your time on strike - it doesn't work that way.ReplyDelete Replies Drew StevensonSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:59 AM I believe the missing "..." Suggests that they meant to refer to the losses against inflation since the last wage step increase. Thus this contract does not allow us to recover the buying power lost to inflation since the last non contract or "0%" year. Add those up and compare against the proposed increase and you see that by the end of the contract, we won't be able to afford the same value of goods (loaves of bread, watts of energy, litres of gas) that we could at the end of the last contracts term. It was not a comment about wages that were lost in the strike. Those are really small potatoes when compared to the grinding power of inflation over years and years. The next contract will use this latest for a bench mark so these losses to inflation will grind at all teachers for as long as they teach. A death of a thousand cuts to our ability to afford basic goods and services. Any raise less than inflation is a cut to the value placed on us and on our ability to pay our bills. Delete Reply Ed SSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:09 PM Having lost $20,000 (including summer school wages) as the single income for a family of five is far too much; I will be voting YES to the deal, unless the independently wealthy teachers out there who wish to continue the strike will pay my bills and mortgage for me.ReplyDelete Replies Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:14 PM I feel ya. Yes for meDelete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:18 AM Ed S. With all due respect (and I mean that), how did you lose $20,000 in the strike? Teachers were out 2 weeks (all out) before they were supposed to be in June, and now 3 weeks for the start of school? It is my understanding that teachers don't get paid through the summer months. Please correct me if I'm wrong, wherever I'm wrong. Shouldn't you have been financially alright for the summer months at least? Also all teachers knew this strike had a possibility of extending into the new school year but no one teacher budgeted for this possibility? I'm truly just trying to get a clear picture of where this all stems. NO disrespect intended.Delete BlairSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:12 AM Kelly, not Ed but if you look at the numbers there was the 10% lockout haircut in May/June plus the loss of most of June and the loss of much of September. In our 1 teacher (1 non) household we calculated a $9 K - $10 K loss so far. If you add summer school earnings you can easily make the loss in the $20 k zone. As for budgeting, we budget for the summer, but did not expect the 10% haircut, nor the loss of June/Sept days which completely messed our budgeting calculations. A very good friend (single teaching mother) was crushed by the loss of the June income and is without a penny today.Delete Mr. SmoothSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:35 PM The only one who didn't get a haircut was Jim Iker... and he needs one more than anyone else. What's with that over-coiffed 70"s mullet Jim? Does wonders for the BCTF brand image!Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:55 PM Jim's hair is not open for discussion in a respectful space like this. As for his salary, he is a teacher who does not get paid when we are on strike.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:04 PM Totally agree!Delete Reply Mr. GSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:24 PM If I thought they could do any better I would agree with voting NO, but you have to be realistic. The BCTF does not use professionals to bargain and always ends up with much less than they promise the membership when asking for a strike vote. While this is not a great deal for teachers, I really think you're fooling yourself if you think it'll get any better.ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:02 AM BCTF needs to be replaced with younger more adept representatives and advocates. Also, we should be hiring professional contract negotiators - you don't go into battle with cut throat corporate types with a wooden knife. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:37 PM This is BAD deal! Say NO to it and show those (expletives) that we will not take it anymore! Come on! Show them that teachers have a spine! They will respect us, oddly!Delete Reply retaSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:51 PM I agree with Richard. Those in the public that are uniformed would be furious, and there are many teachers who just can't afford to use their wages as their voice any longer - too much has already been donated to the government. In my opinion, the deal is pretty lame. I am sitting on the fence.ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:24 AM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:26 AM So true!!! I cannot afford to fight this battle for public education any longer. Why is this my personal and professional obligation??? However I think this deal is weak weak weak. I also think its the best we are going to get. Ideologically I'm on the fence but my wallet will vote YES.Delete Reply SirThinksToo MuchSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:54 PM My wife and I will be voting "Yes" on Thursday for it is the middle path. The easy path would have been for us to go back to school with E-80 & E-81 over our heads. The difficult path would be for us to vote "No" and put our mortgage at risk and having to continue asking retired parents for handouts to feed a family with three kids. The middle path is the wisest choice for us considering the current political climate in which those who do not teach are the quickest to judge it harshly.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:41 PM I understand that this is really tough for you! I almost died teaching a few month ago. I had to quit. Please consider holding on and say no. Remember the short loss in salary will be offset in the LONG-RUn by better salary increase. This is a joke! They will be laughing at you even more if we accept this. This is a very bad deal! However, I do respect your position!Delete Reply DaleSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:16 AM Why would classroom conditions be better on October 9th after being legislated back? We have been outplayed because of our stubborn refusal to outdated, tired old tactics. It is because of these actions that have led us to this terrible deal. Time to reset, regroup and stock up for the long haul. Can't do it if half the members commit hara kiri on themselves. We are a union of professionals not a cult. ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:49 AM Could not agree more.Delete schreck!September 17, 2014 at 9:44 AM Could you please advise which tactics you believe could have been used to secure a superior deal?Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:47 AM Full disclosure: I'm a BC Liberal supporter. The only people who would benefit from a NO vote are the BC Liberals. Teachers would be bargaining with no leverage whatsoever and would be viewed by a large segment of the population as unreasonable. The BC Liberals then get portray themselves as the only party capable of dealing with the BCTF. schreck! says that the BCTF has the government on the ropes, but he couldn't be farther from the truth. The government wants people to view the BCTF as their primary opponent. Disputes like this just shore up the BC Liberal base and protect its right flank. Any half-baked recall campaign will only reinforce that. It's true teachers aren't going to recoup the lost wages from the strike. I would suggest to you that that means this job action was probably not in teachers' interests, especially without any sort of appreciable strike fund. This is the best deal teachers were ever going to get with this government and people should have been able to recognize that in June. If you want my advice (which you probably don't), it would be to spend the next 5 years building up a strike fund, electing better leaders, and hiring a professional negotiating team. Don't bring a knife to a gunfight and expect things to go well. Focus on getting the best deal you can from whoever the government is rather than trying to change the government, the HST, Kinder Morgan or a thousand different issues that distract from education and erode the union's finances further. You'd be doing yourself a favour, and probably doing the NDP a favour at the same time. Also, if schreck! is David Schreck, you can thank his opposition to STV for the last two BC Liberal majorities. I know I do.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:11 PM One step would be to stop making political contributions to the NDP. This only contributes to the childish animosity and lack of trust that has constantly characterized negotiations. How else can the Socreds/Liberals view teachers except as enemies when they so publicly support their opponents. This stupid confrontational immature approach has to STOP!!!!! Education should not be a political fight when it is so obviously a valuable benefit to our society. It was an NDP government that legislated teachers back to work in 1993. Stop making education a political fight.Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:10 PM I don't think they have to go that far. CUPE and the Nurses still contribute to the NDP yet they don't have the same acrimonious relationship. CUPE and the Nurses just make their members their priority, and broader advocacy second.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:55 PM Ryan (possibly a Liberal paid commenter), with all due respect, I disagree with you. The cumulative increase in lieu of this will be better. Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can. I say to Iker, ask for 6% over 3 years because these people love to play the 15% over 15 year game to make it so big on the surface. Some people think that this is 15% every year. Believe me! I have seen it in comment sections. Others believe that the 15% is too high not understanding that they must divide things over the duration of the contract. It is time that we play it smarter. It is time to put the foot down and ask for money given to us by other unions, if it is needed. Banks can accept one late mortgage payment. It would be suicidal for them to not help. Imagine the possible damage if that ever leaks out. They could lose a lot in teacher money. I for one would pull my money out of a bank in support! Teachers are going to show this government that we have a spine! Enough is enough! Aren't you tired of being treated like kids? (Retired teacher who almost died in a car accident because of work conditions that were horrendous. I had to quit.)Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 AM Not paid by the BC Liberals. I pay them actually... :/ I imagine astroturfers of any affiliation wouldn't disclose their bias. "Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can." How did that work in May 2013? If the teachers reject a contract that their own union endorsed, it will make teachers seem unreasonable. Whether that perception is true or fair is irrelevant. It's what will happen, and teachers will be weaker as a result. Take my advice. Build up a strike fund and focus on the internal governance of the BCTF for the next 6 years. You'll be better off for it. Or not. I don't mind you or others making it easier for the party I support to get elected. I'd just rather not see kids and teachers hurt in the process.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:37 AM Ah! The "don't-hurt-kids" card, hey, when you have underfunded education for 12 years! WOW! That takes the cake! Are your trolling? Oh! You are serious? :) Would you be surprised if I don't follow your advice, considering your lack of logic? Would you be surprised if others don't follow your advice? It is ttue that bullies like you and your ilks love to show who is the boss, who is the teacher now! I suspect that is at the root of the problem! No one wants to fail in school! No one wants to get the strap! Sad that today's teachers don't like it too! But, who cares, we are ... teachers! We deserve it! BAH! BAH! BAH!Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:22 PM That's fine. I look forward to another 16 years of BC Liberal government.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:41 PM 16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate! Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan! Sociopaths do that!Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 9:35 AM "16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate!" 16 years of our opponents still don't understand why they lost. Like I said, that's fine with me. If I said the Liberals would be in power for at least another 13 years back in 2004 you probably would have laughed too. Heck, if I told you on May 13 last year that the BC Liberals would be reelected on May 14 you'd probably have laughed too. And you were wrong. Why is that? Answer that question if you want the NDP to win the next election. Without a correct answer to it, the NDP's cause is hopeless. "Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan!" You feel they are flawed, and that's fine. I don't go around calling people who disagree with me sociopaths, nor do I accuse them of being paid shills. But I also don't feel much need to address your ad hominems. There are logical arguments to support your position, but argumentum ad hominem is not one of them. It's a textbook logical fallacy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 1:15 PM Ah! Now I get it! It is all ego-based! You think because you voted the winning party that you are a winner and we are losers! You think because you predicted that the Liberals would win, you are winner. That does not make YOU a winner or the Liberals! It is called DEMOGRAPHICS, you expletives. The baby boomers are getting old and because they have more assets and won't make a whole lot more for too long, they need to vote a govn't who is going to do just that! It is not rocket science! WOW! You think you are so superior when your party stole an election with 47% of the popular vote. That's not a majority and your party should not have been elected. BTW, did you delete from your ethical memory the words Ethnic voting scandal? The field is slanted and you know it. However, you are so willing to minimize, forget the scams and bad fairplay tactics like a sociopath is allowed to minimize or ignore his or victims emotions that you don't see that you are the loser, we are the victim of your constant bullying. 1% wage increases after years of 0% increases and you can justify that when Yahoo reports that the average Canadian can hope to get 2.5% this and next year: https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html You Liberals behave like fascists, but we can't call you that because that's not allowed! Well! Guess what? It is and you are. Live with it! You keep on dreaming you are a genius! :) I am retired, getting soon a nice pension, and laughing at you from a beach somewhere! AHAHA! Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 2:14 PM What's with the name calling Peter? For someone claiming to be retired you really don't show the wisdom of age. For someone who talks about logic, you use logical fallacies like ad hominems a lot too. It's a fair point that the BC Liberals didn't get a majority of the vote (and I'm a very big supporter of electoral reform). The BC Liberals + Conservatives did though, and I don't think it's realistic to expect the BC Conservatives to have been more generous had they been part of government. Last time I checked I just voted. I didn't "victimize" anyone. Perhaps your rage is misplaced. If you think the election was "stolen" I'm afraid I have to question your grasp on reality though. "Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?" I'm glad you'll have a pleasant retirement Peter. I have no ill will towards you. I'm not sure why you think I do. I'm not saying people were *right* to vote BC Liberal. That's a matter of opinion. All I'm saying is people *did* vote BC Liberal. More voted BC Liberal than BC NDP for the last 5 elections in a row actually. You need to understand why that happened in order to change it for the next election. Clearly you're not interested in that though. Which is fair enough. Just remember next time you're upset about something the BC Liberals do that your lack of interest is part of why the BC Liberals get elected at all.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 3:23 PM I love your culture --or the lack of thereof! Guess what, stop thinking averybody is white and must follow your little rules. Namecalling? Sociopath? Whaaaat? And, what if you are? Still can't call you that? :) You fascist right-wingers are big on censorship! I just don't like you giving us lessons on how to get the NDP in. As stated, people are voting right of the NDP because it is a matter of demographics and a little ethnic vote buying on the side. The rest is mumbo jombo. Yes, of course, they will have to go on strike in the future and yes they will have to build a strike fund. The Liberals stole that from the BCTF too! And, you wonder why I don't have any respect for them? Yes, electoral reform is needed! We agree!Delete Reply JJ GeorgeSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:46 AM As a parent, I support the teachers and respect whether they choose to vote yes or no. However I noticed a discrepancy here from other information I've read regarding prep time for elementary teachers. Here it states minimal improvement to prep time - only 10 minutes per week being added. Elsewhere I read that it is 100 minutes per week for prep, increasing by an additional 10 minutes in the final year. That is a significant difference, and worth noting. Or have I completely misunderstood?ReplyDelete Replies Anne-MarieSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:59 AM Elementary teachers currently have 90 minutes of preparation time per week so an increase to 100 minutes per week is only gaining 10 minutes. In other provinces and some private schools they have as much as 45 minutes of prep time per day.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:56 PM Thank you for inquiring!Delete DW ZSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:57 PM You're right JJ George. There is a significant difference around the province regarding preparation times. In my district elementary teachers currently get 100 minutes of prep time. This new proposal is useless to me. I'll have to wait 6 years to gain an extra 10 minutes. Delete Reply UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:11 AM Almost nobody gets cost of living adjustments. Also inflation is NOT 2%. Do some research and look at the CPI for BC over the last 24 months. The average over the last 2 years is 0.7%, not 2%. The CPI changes every month so you cant just look at the highest month and declare that THE inflation rate. Check out the 12 month averages document for the actual numbers. http://www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/StatisticsBySubject/Economy/ConsumerPriceIndex.aspx All that being said I support the teachers. if you think this is a bad deal as a parent my dream would be for the teachers to vote no but continue bargaining because I do think the kids need to be in school and I do fear that the teachers will lose all support if the strike continues. All I ask as a parent is that you do your own research and try not to be swayed by all the opinions. ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:01 AM Inflation for August was 2.1% (http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/economy/cpi-report-expected-to-reveal-rise-in-canadas-core-inflation-rate/article20593943/). The CPI is a year-over-year calculation.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:43 AM Inflation should be looked at as a yearly average, not an individual month.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:34 PM The lawyers do not believe we have compromised our court deal. Our leadership would not have sold us out. We dodged a bullet. The Premier had something loaded even if we are not sure what it was. The idea that we could simply return to work is not guaranteed. I think a no vote could easily lead to the Liberals locking us out again because the Premier wants to crush us and she will use any excuse. She did not want to take the advice of her people and do this deal. I am certain a plan for drastic action (where we have to take the concessions they had planned) or worse - was in place. We can't guarantee the press will do any better job explaining the complexities should we say no. They rarely sided with us in markets outside of Vancouver where people are more political and they often misled or allowed others to mislead. They are not helping and would sensationalize. This would see dissolution of support very quickly - especially if we asked for wages. (Though admittedly it angers me that we can't ask for wages without being accused of being greedy when that is what most bargaining units do). But we have argued this is about kids and while this is not ideal - it is better to have teachers than not. The deal does suck in that it does not bring us to par - but this fight needs to be won with a strategy that is political and capacity will do that in another round. We have some support - but it is limited to the choir. We need to have the pews too. We need to build that capacity while working and continue to find allies because the fight is bigger than most people want to consider. This is about ideology and about privatization. Education always was political but never more so than now and we have to fight this party or the conservatives who would do the same or worse. No teacher who is responsible can ignore the politics any longer. That is simply the truth. If you work in the system you better get informed and you better be prepared to fight until retirement for the system. That said, I want to ask the same question others are asking: Why is this the job of 42,000 teachers and not the job of all citizens who want equality to fight for this right? It is time (while the conversation is still on-going and up to and including election night) for us to guide the public where we can but mainly play our part by not propping the system up. Make poverty known. Make noise about shortfalls, ask questions (in the media or in board offices ) about who is going to fix it instead of paying ourselves, volunteer some but wait for the pubic to step up so they see what schools lack. I hate the deal too. But I trust Vince Ready and Iker and I don't think we could have done better right now. I think we dodged a bullet because I have read everything this government has put out and followed the trail. They plan to privatize and they are just looking for the route. Voting YES for now does not mean we are giving up. It does not mean a win in the way we wanted but we have won a battle that will lead to us winning the war. If we don't rest up and stock up we might not get there.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:57 PM Well, if it is bigger than just this battle, then we will need ALL the unions to strike if they do indeed use drastic (draconian) measures. I say it is time for ALL of the unions to call a general strike. I guarantee that they will not like that one bit. What will they do then? Call the army? :) People in Europe, at the end of the 19th century stood up in mines. General strikes do occur in Europe and have. If you think you had it tough, think of them who stood tall for US in tougher times and conditions. Make sacrifices. Sell furniture. Tutor on the side. Ask for the BCTF money. Ask your banker to help. As friends and relatives. If we say NO, it won't last long. If they legislate us back, let's call a general province-wide strike of all unions. Delete Reply Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:47 AM Between CC's smug smile as she celebrates slaughtered teachers and Jim Iker's goofy grin - seemingly unaware that he has been a willing puppet, I am thoroughly disgusted. Over the next 5 years, teachers will be in an increasingly bad situation financially, classrooms will continue to be too large and complex with increasing medical, social and environmental issues impacting academic delivery. It could not be less obvious that things will continue to worsen. The Liberals have ensured that BC is rapidly becoming the Canadian Monaco for rich off shore interests and wealthy corporations. Soon the underpaid "workers" will have to be bussed in daily to Vancouver - Asian style. The only recourse is to move to just about any other province and bring in up to $100,000 more over the six years with much less cost of living. So we are bailing, encouraged by friends who have gotten positions in Manitoba and Alberta. My colleagues and I discovered through contacting several school boards across Canada that specialist (special needs and behavioural) and secondary science teachers are in particular demand. I want to work in a professional, respectful environment where the needs of all children are considered a priority and where I feel inspired to do my best. However, I want my vote to reflect the wishes of teachers who will be here over the next 6 (5) years, so very much appreciate your blog and opportunity to read the comments.ReplyDelete Bert SlaterSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:11 AM To vote YES will throw away 12 years of effort, and 2 victories in BC Supreme Court. To vote YES will be to snatch defeat from the jaws of victory. If you vote YES what bargaining power do you think you will have - the government will do nothing, and then what do you think you will do - take job action? PLEASE VOTE NO.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:59 PM Time to show you have a spine!Delete Reply RodSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:06 AM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Cool HandSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 AM Wouldn't a 'No' vote be a vote of no confidence in the BCTF itself?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:02 AM Not at all. It is just a message to the leadership we need to do better. The strength of the union is the members, and we support the leadership by giving them direction through democratic means.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:40 PM I disagree. How else can a recommendation by the EC to vote yes be interpreted? Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:00 PM I am sure people will interpret this both ways, but it is a vote. If it is supposed to be a "Yes", because it might be interpreted one way, then why bother having a vote?Delete Kate TSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:07 AM Yes , it would be. I don't think we could come out much better than this with this government. How will a No obtain that? Christy will be happy, she can declare the BCTF gone and roll out her plan to privatize. Delete Reply David DeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:06 AM A no vote would be a rejection of a the court victories defied by the government and an inadequate deal containing some vague promises that won't meet the needs of teachers or students on class size and other important issues.In Ontario elementary teachers get 200 minutes of prep time per 5 day cycle. I know there is financial hardship, but the union has received close to $2 million in donations from other unions; is there no way of accessing hardship funds? At minimum, vote no and return to work on work to rule with various strike options.ReplyDelete Erica JonesSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:25 AM This article actually makes me so mad. It is NOT better for the kids that they have missed almost all of june and all of september. This is what you signed up for in BC as a teacher. Get on board or GET OUT.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:20 PM Is this really what teachers signed up for? At my high school, each class has about 30 kids, with an average of 17 kids per classroom with an identified learning disability. Our district says that there should be no more than 4 kids per classroom.. How do you expect non-specialist teachers to help each student when over half of them require more resources because of a learning disability? Furthermore, are you generalizing the "better-ness" to all the kids in BC? Because I don't think that it would be better if kids went back considering the learning environment isn't up to par. There are barely any Education Assistants, and support teachers for the multitude of children who need them. While I recognize and appreciate your enthusiasm for education, please realize that the public school system isn't a daycare. Also, please think about your words and the learning environment prior to speaking out. By the way, we're not an autocracy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:08 PM I can understand your frustration! Understand mine! I almost died at 7:30 pm one night returning from teaching a FI split class with several students who did not get enough support or no support at all. The principal expressed to me that he expected me to teach 2 different social studies programs and 2 different science programs. ANYONE I talked to knows that this is impossible to do, especially in French Immersion when kids get no support at home and books are often too hard for students to read. I had to quit my job. I did it for me and did it for the kids. I was like a surgeon who is asked to operate on 5 patients with an old scalpel with 2 inexperienced nurses. Predictably, 4 patients would die and I would be reprimanded! Teachers are put in terrible conditions and kids too. I hope you have the openmind to consider the reality of this honest personal anecdote. I also wish you to understand that this is likely not an isolated incident. What will it take? A kid to commit suicide because he or she is not getitng enough support?Delete Reply hilarySeptember 17, 2014 at 10:29 AM It is incorrect to equate lost funding with what the teachers would have received in grievances. The two are not equivalent. The starting position of the BCTF was $225M, so they never expected $3B to resolve grievances. I'm also interested to know where you get your figures on overcrowded classrooms. A recent Globe and Mail article says that classrooms are, on average, smaller than the caps set in 2002.ReplyDelete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:36 AM The signing bonus should be roughly $2500 each: 105 million divided by 41 thousand.ReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:53 AM It is not that simple. The $105 million is to be allocated by the union. The term "signing bonus" has been crossed off on the signed document. Some of that money may be used to pay union debts. Don't know this but clarification would be useful.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:16 PM Just quoting from the CBC news website, "And finally there are details of $105-million fund to settle grievances stemming from the ongoing court case. The BCTF says that money will be given out as a signing bonus, with specific amount yet to be determined."Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:34 AM I think it would be smart to put at least part of it into your strike fund.Delete Reply WheelsSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:55 AM If the money is used as a signing bonus, it should be based on FTEReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:12 PM Yes I am sure it will be based on FTE. The question is how much of the $105 Million is actually distributed. This is up to the union, and I am told that it is yet to be decided.Delete GuruSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:44 PM And don't forget all the retired teachers who are entitled to a share of it.Delete Reply Geoff OrmeSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:18 PM In another discussion of this someone suggested that under BC Labour Law a no vote means rejection of the proposed deal, and that means the strike continues until either: - the union in question elects to stand down - another tentative deal is presented or - the government imposes a legislated contract. I think the last of these is the most likely, and I believe the legislated contract would be draconian and brutal. What do you think, Tara? Also, I would appreciate your thoughts on Sandy Garossino's comments at https://storify.com/Garossino/should-teachers-accept-the-contractReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:14 PM If this is so, in a few month (likely a couple of years), teachers will win so much more with a Supreme Court judgment! It is possible that the Liberals know that the higher courts are stacked by Liberal judges (that is what happen when judges are chosen, not elected). In any case, a negative settlement (or not a great judgment) will galvinize the public to reform the way the Supreme court judges are being chosen. I doubt that any govn't will want that to happen. A legislated contract will make the LIbs look like sociopaths and dictators.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:47 PM Peter I think you are expecting far too much from the public, many of whom are only paying attention to this matter due to kids being home from school. The public are not remotely this savvy on the political process.Delete Reply IslanderSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:09 PM I am a continuing education teacher. We have it even worse and we are not listened to enough about our poor conditions. Those include no prep time (and we do have to mark and do report cards many times a year sometimes and commonly for 30 students in a class), travelling to different schools with no compensation, and having next to no breaks in between 3 hour classes. I worked for two years with no lunch break and taught 6 hours straight (just 15 min. breaks) to be told, "don't complain since there are others who will do it". We then got 15 min. breaks in between classes. Most of our students are wealthy immigrants, many who try to stay in classes as long as possible since the classes are free. After spending a year in Germany, I realize how better organized it is where the immigrants pay to learn the language on a sliding scale, and have to pay for a student book as well for each class. We do not even have text books, but photocopy so much at tax payers' expense. This is not right. I then teach summer school since we were not on a 12 month continual salary and most of those students are also immigrants (at least 75%). This is also free and it is becoming so common and the new immigrants know this is free babysitting and tutoring. I think one main problem is that we have so many new immigrants in our classes who need ESL like this article states about our inclusion style of education nowadays: http://www.vancouversun.com/life/Shelley+Fralic+trouble+with+schools/10203596/story.html I am honored to be teaching and like my job, but it does get exhausting especially since I need two or three jobs to pay the mortgage that I now no longer have.. back to renting since it all I can afford in this city that has become so expensive. And many don't realize that it is very very difficult to get to full time work as a teacher here. There was a formula that made it take about 10 years to get to f/t (now finally changed). I have been without pay for 3 months, and now had to finally rent a place in anticipation of returning to work, so I have to vote "yes", but please keep the comments coming for what alternatives we have. Maybe we have to just educate the public in a better way than picketing; maybe get out and walk around malls and talk to people and hand out pamphlets on how this liberal government is hurting this. Most Asians (probably just the new who are from such a different system) are already against the teachers since they do not seem to understand what is going on. http://www.vancouversun.com/Business/asia-pacific/Chuck+Chiang+Many+Asian+families+place+blame/10202757/story.htmlReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:17 PM First of all, myn thoughts are with you! I think your ideas about using different strategies is smart. Picketing is not a very good strategy to let people know about things. I think using the membership to flood media comment sections would be more effective. Going to talk to the public might be a good idea along with this, I think. Phone the BCTF and ask for support.Delete Reply Marsha HolleySeptember 17, 2014 at 1:36 PM A teachers wife Vote no you have come to far to back down. It is a -----Y DEAL. ReplyDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:45 PM Ask yourself WHY teachers cannot get 1/2 of the average increase in salary of the private sector? (The Libs will tell you because there are sooooooo many teachers, but I also hear that there are provinces where there is a need for teachers!) TORONTO - A new study says that Canadians, on average, can expect about the same size salary increase next year as in 2014. Human resources consultants Pal Benefits says a survey of 401 organizations, mainly in Ontario, Alberta and British Columbia, projected salary increase for 2015 at an average of 2.79 per cent. That was almost unchanged from the 2.74 per cent average increase projected in last year's survey. Meanwhile, in addition to the average salary increase remaining relatively steady year over year, the survey found that the percentage of employers who plan to freeze salaries appears to have stabilized at eight per cent —in the same percentages as was projected in 2014. Breaking down the numbers further, the survey found the average salary increase anticipated in the engineering, financial services and high technology sectors was three per cent. That compared with an average of 2.5 per cent on the low end for organizations in durable manufacturing. https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.htmlReplyDelete "Mama Rose"September 17, 2014 at 9:12 PM I used to agree with you, Tara, and appreciate you bringing these items to your blog to get us all thinking. But after a very long night and day of research and discussion, I realize I will be voting yes tomorrow. Here is why: I don't care about salary or benefit increases. That is not why I went on strike. I don't care if this tentative deal is not good for teachers. That's not why I went on strike either. For me, the single most important issue is class size and composition. I want to work in a classroom where I have enough time and resources available to me to adequately help all the students I teach. And while it is true that this tentative deal will not change anything in the classrooms right now (or at least most of our classrooms), I realized that we couldn't actually make changes in that area because the issues of cs and c is before the courts. When I made that connection and realized that this round of bargaining was really about a "good enough" agreement regarding wages, then the deal seems, well... good enough. BUT, the best part, is the language the BCTF legal team made around the furture court decision (the re-opener). They have it in writing that if we win the court case (which is likely) and when we have to start bargaining class size and comp again (that is exactly what Justice Susan Griffin said we would have to do) we will be STARTING from the 2002 levels. To make this simple to understand, I explained it to my friends using a number line. With this new language, the BCTF starts the next round of bargaining at say a 50. The government will want us to go to 10 or 15, and we'll compromise and end up maybe 25. But WITHOUT that language, we would have started bargaining at a 10 and only gone down from there. So I do believe it is the best deal possible, it still factors in the biggest issue (from my perspective), we do not lose the important gains of the past, and most importantly, everyone gets to go back to school.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 PM Mam Rose, I appreciate your point of view and your courage. However, let me point out to you and the readers that a decision at the BC supreme court might not turn out the way teachers anticipate. We all know that judges are appointed and who does the appointing? "All justices of the BCSC (including the position of Chief Justice and Associate Chief Justice) are appointed by the federal cabinet, on recommendation of the Minister of Justice. Masters are appointed by the provincial cabinet, on recommendation of the Attorney General in consultation with the Chief Justice." (Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Supreme_Court_of_British_Columbia) Now, I would like to think that all of those people are objective, but they are appointed and we know that there are political appointments. They have a lot of discretion over the laws and judgments. I am willing to bet that the BC Liberals do know this and are betitng the farm (or do they know something we don't know) that the Supreme Courts are stacked against teachers? So, I am not sure if we can count on a WIN if we proceed with the court ruling. I think we would be better to negotiate and negotiate a better deal.Delete Reply retaSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:57 AM Yes...no...yes...no...The last two days have been this. I’ve read so many articles and comments over the past few months and, I can say, I have learned a lot. I know this is not a great deal for teachers right now. I will be voting yes. This is why… 1. The children. Without going into the multiple issues (e.g., grad, post secondary, trades, sports, global education/trips, planned activities, those with varying degrees of special needs, those that need a soft place to land, etc., etc.) the children need to get on with their education. 2. The parents. For many parents, this strike is a financial burden. We do not like to be called baby sitters, but for many living below the poverty line, school is a financial relief. Winter is coming; gas bills will be expensive. 3. Poverty. Remember, BC has the highest child poverty rate in Canada. Schools feed and clothe numerous children. 4. The other systems educators work collaboratively with. MFCD, CYMH, foster parents, group homes, and the multitude of non-profit agencies that support vulnerable children and families are bursting at the seams. We are a part of that team. 5. CUPE. While some have been paid during this strike, that money is coming from districts. It was not provided by the government. And, CUPE is a partner in education - from the bus drivers to the tech dept to custodians to secretaries to EAs and so on. 6. Small Businesses. In our little towns, the school district is the number one employer. There is a direct cause-effect relationship between loss of wage and loss of business. 7. Money. The amount of money that is needed to reverse the erosion of the public education system over numerous years cannot be recouped in one sitting. This agreement is a start. It’s not much but the stage has been set. 8. THE COURT CASE. That is why we were on strike. All the other stuff could have been resolved months ago, but our government was working hard to make the court case go away. Well, it still exists. I consider that the victory. We live to fight another day (as rhetorical as that sounds) AND I hope people actually read the ruling and think critically about how a loss could impact the future of the Charter of Rights, and the power of government to contravene those rights. I am guessing we will vote to ratify as so many fear “what’s next?” from this government. It’s nasty business, and I think legislation would be next. VALUING PUBLIC EDUCATION needs to come from a STRONG, CONSISTENT public voice. If we do ratify the agreement, and those in the profession and public think we've given up, we have not. We’ve been fighting for years. We just haven’t been heard… until now. ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:21 AM I understand your point of view, but sometimes you have to fight to get what you want. This is a VERY bad deal, considering: Other people get on average 2.5% salary increases last year and this year and the next and the rest of us get 1% and must feel happy if we do.? (https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html) THIS DEAL is a horrendously BAD deal for kids/parents as well, of course. We are going to continue to be humiliated and be the laughing stock of many people of this province. After a decade of paycuts, WOW, this is what they are willing to offer! WOW! WOW! WOW!Delete Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:30 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Reply Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:37 PM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:08 PM Let's cross our fingers! I think we need a general strike by all unions if CC legislates teachers back. It is time to put the foot down and tell her and the Liberals that, as in the movie Network,"I am mad as hell and I won't take it anymore!"Delete Reply Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 8:26 PM Needs help on some stats for an online debate Looking for the last 10 or 15 years of contractual salary increases in %. So, 1% for 2001, 0% for 2002,...ReplyDelete Children FirstSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:00 PM Well it's all done now. Really hope the teacher's can find another angle to deal with class size and composition as well as student funding. The government will make sure the coming court case never swings your way no matter what. 2nd most expensive place to live in the the world!!! Wonder why and where the money goes??? ReplyDelete AnonSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 PM I'm an outsider, but have followed closely this whole fiasco and this is a RAW deal. Your union hung you out to dry on this one - taking a really bad deal (clearly no one from the BCTF had rudimentary math skills in their toolbox) and then publicly encouraging to the media that teachers accept the deal....what choice did you have - a no vote would have outraged the public. I could go on and on, but the bottom line, in my opinion, is that your union better get some stronger leaders who are PR and technology savvy. Out with Iker and the rest of those who bargained on your behalf - they just got ......well , we know that happened. Whew, can't even believe how screwed you got, absolutely amazing - nothing meaningful gained in the big picture and only very minor gains for a small group of people, bigger losses for the majority.. Wow - I better stop now. Best of luck. Thanks for all you do for our children. ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ▼  September (9) Reflections on the BC Teacher Strike BC Teacher strike - Lessons learned Response to Sandy Garossino Will the Education Fund improve classroom conditio... Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Class composition: a human rights perspective Class size and composition - a short visual histor... Guest post - I WILL HOLD THE LINE Teachers - let your leadership know it is time to ... ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/keithbaldrey?lang=uk,Keith Baldrey (@keithbaldrey) | Twitter Твіттер Пошуковий запит Шукати в Твіттері Збережені пошукові запити Видалити Підтверджений профіль @ Рекомендовані користувачі Підтверджений профіль @ Підтверджений профіль @ Мова: Українська Русский Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Маєте профіль? Увійти Уперше в Твіттері? Приєднуйтеся сьогодні » Увійти Номер телефону, електронна адреса або ім’я користувача Пароль Увійти Запам'ятати мене Забули пароль? Вже користуєтеся Твіттером за допомогою текстових повідомлень? Keith Baldrey Підтверджений профіль @keithbaldrey Твіти 21,1 тис Фото/Відео 74 Ви читаєте 1 827 Читачі 19,8 тис Обране 82   Більше Обране Списки Припинити ігнорувати користувача @keithbaldrey Ігнорувати користувача @keithbaldrey Читати Підписаний Відміна Заблоковано Розблокувати В очікуванні Скасувати Keith BaldreyПідтверджений профіль @keithbaldrey Political journalist for Global TV, British Columbia. Syndicated newspaper columnist for Glacier Media. Commentator on CKNW radio Keith.Baldrey@globalnews.ca Victoria BC Приєднано Грудень 2010 74 фото та відео Твіти Твіти Tweets & replies Keith Baldrey @keithbaldrey  ·  3 год Talking Petronas, Throne Speech and ledge session on @GlobalBC Noon News with @LynnColliar minutes from now! #bcpoli Відповісти Ретвіт Ретвітнуте До обраного Обране Більше Вставити твіт Keith Baldrey @keithbaldrey  ·  4 год Petronas serves notice to BC govt. it wants lower taxes and less regulation by Oct. 31, or company will bail on LNG here. #bcpoli Відповісти Ретвіт Ретвітнуте 16 До обраного Обране Більше Вставити твіт Keith Baldrey retweeted Globalnews.ca @globalnews  ·  6 год #Ebola: 5 reasons why an outbreak is highly unlikely in #Canada http://glbn.ca/CkYTs  #cdnhealth Переглянути підсумки Відповісти Ретвіт Ретвітнуте 3 До обраного Обране 1 favorite 1 Більше Вставити твіт Keith Baldrey retweeted steve darling @stevedarling  ·  6 год Help us feed those in need on October 8th Global BC’s Thanks for Giving Food Bank Drive drop by the station with a donation. Відповісти Ретвіт Ретвітнуте 3 До обраного Обране 1 favorite 1 Більше Вставити твіт Keith Baldrey retweeted Morgan Palmer @MorganKIRO7  ·  6 год A few words about El Niño and the upcoming winter in #Seattle and the Northwest. http://ow.ly/CkSWZ  pic.twitter.com/XoufnEPCuf Переглянути більше фото та відео Відповісти Ретвіт Ретвітнуте 4 До обраного Обране 3 Більше Вставити твіт Keith Baldrey retweeted MLBcathedrals @MLBcathedrals  ·  6 год Color shot from Seals Stadium in San Francisco, 1958. #Giants first year on west coast. pic.twitter.com/bwHhgzieLD Переглянути більше фото та відео Відповісти Ретвіт Ретвітнуте 71 retweet 71 До обраного Обране 103 Більше Вставити твіт Keith Baldrey retweeted Scott Robarts @srobarts  ·  6 год "Jase" epileptic lost male white lab/collie mix dog lost in #westvancouver. http://www.petsearcherscanada.com/jase-epileptic-lost-male-white-labcollie-x-with-ginger-coloured-ears-in-west-vancouver-hadden-dr-mathers-sept-26-2014/ … Відповісти Ретвіт Ретвітнуте 6 До обраного Обране Більше Вставити твіт Keith Baldrey retweeted Globe BC @GlobeBC  ·  6 год Petronas CEO warns of 15-year delay to B.C. LNG project http://bit.ly/1q3V6vq  Переглянути підсумки Відповісти Ретвіт Ретвітнуте 3 До обраного Обране 2 Більше Вставити твіт Keith Baldrey retweeted Kai Nagata @kainagata  ·  18 год A dozen rollerbladers in dark clothing just charged across Island Highway in front of my vehicle. I nearly gave them a group Darwin award. Відповісти Ретвіт Ретвітнуте 7 До обраного Обране 8 Більше Вставити твіт Keith Baldrey retweeted Pete Blackburn @PeteBlackburn  ·  18 год This might be the hottest take I've ever heard: https://vine.co/v/OK5TtYVmZ7b  Переглянути більше фото та відео Відповісти Ретвіт Ретвітнуте 1,3 тис До обраного Обране 1 001 favorite 1 тис Більше Вставити твіт Keith Baldrey retweeted Victoria BC Today @VictoriaBCToday  ·  19 год PHOTO: Race Rocks, middle island with sea lions, off Metchosin. I Love Vancouver Island Credit: Garry Fletcher http://fb.me/6O6kGr4TE  Відповісти Ретвіт Ретвітнуте 2 До обраного Обране 1 favorite 1 Більше Вставити твіт Keith Baldrey retweeted Mid Island News @midislandnews  ·  19 год New NDP candidate has been selected to represent Nanaimo-Ladysmith in next federal election: @s_malcolmson from #Gabriola Відповісти Ретвіт Ретвітнуте 6 До обраного Обране 1 favorite 1 Більше Вставити твіт Keith Baldrey retweeted FionaForbes @FionaForbes  ·  19 год Photo: Hey guys! Who wants to help me build a school in Haiti with @changeheroes and @FreeTheChildren ? I’m... http://tmblr.co/Zztd6s1SUAMRX  Переглянути фото Відповісти Ретвіт Ретвітнуте 10 До обраного Обране 3 Більше Вставити твіт Keith Baldrey retweeted Wil Boucher @wils_vancouver  ·  20 год @HarbourAirLtd #harbourairlife #vancouver #lovemyjob #coalharbour #sunsetsunday pic.twitter.com/VRV2Fw0Xx7 Переглянути більше фото та відео Відповісти Ретвіт Ретвітнуте 9 До обраного Обране 12 Більше Вставити твіт Keith Baldrey retweeted Heidi C @bibliosmartgirl  ·  5 жовт. Especially About Students:Why Are the Designations Disappearing?http://bcspecialed.blogspot.ca/2014/10/why-are-designations-disappearing.html … @keithbaldrey @CBCStephenQuinn @AndrewChangCBC #bced Відповісти Ретвіт Ретвітнуте 16 До обраного Обране 3 Більше Вставити твіт Keith Baldrey @keithbaldrey  ·  19 год Giants Orioles! tracysherlock: @keithbaldrey yay Giants! All the way. Hoping for a Giants - Kansas City World Series...” Відповісти Ретвіт Ретвітнуте До обраного Обране 2 Більше Вставити твіт Keith Baldrey retweeted Barry @BarryFawbear  ·  22 год @keithbaldrey ave you been to Adams River this year? Tourists want to see salmon, not hike 5km through the bush! Sad! pic.twitter.com/nVXr9eImu4 Переглянути більше фото та відео Відповісти Ретвіт Ретвітнуте 1 retweet 1 До обраного Обране 2 Більше Вставити твіт Keith Baldrey retweeted NorthVanMike @NorthVanMike  ·  21 год @trukdryvr @keithbaldrey the humidity from the damp ground made it muggish. Переглянути розмову Відповісти Ретвіт Ретвітнуте 1 retweet 1 До обраного Обране 1 favorite 1 Більше Вставити твіт Keith Baldrey retweeted Keith Maxwell @MaxontheCoast  ·  21 год @keithbaldrey My theory - we're turning into Northern California. N California into S California. S California into desert. Переглянути розмову Відповісти Ретвіт Ретвітнуте 1 retweet 1 До обраного Обране 3 Більше Вставити твіт Keith Baldrey retweeted Liberty-bk  @libertybk  ·  21 год @keithbaldrey Ridiculously warm in Sunshine Hills, Delta as well :) not complaining one bit! Переглянути розмову Відповісти Ретвіт Ретвітнуте 1 retweet 1 До обраного Обране Більше Вставити твіт Можливо, Твіттер перевантажений або має тимчасові труднощі. Спробуйте знову Відвідайте статус Твіттера, щоб отримати докладну інформацію. Закрити Keith Baldrey почав(-ла) читати Не проґавте жодної новини від Keith Baldrey Victoria BC · Змінити © 2014 Твіттер Про нас Довідка Рекламна інформація Закрити Актуальне Актуальні теми, підібрані саме для вас. Актуальне пропонує унікальну можливість бути ближче до того, про що ви турбуєтесь. Воно підбирається для вас на основі вашого розташування і тих, кого ви читаєте. Змінити Залишити підібрані актуальні теми Переглянути світові актуальні теми Готово Відхилити Закрити Попередній Далі Закрити Перейти до профілю користувача Збережені пошукові запити Видалити Підтверджений профіль @ Рекомендовані користувачі Підтверджений профіль @ Підтверджений профіль @ Закрити Ретвітнути це вашим читачам? Скасувати Ретвіт Закрити Ви впевнені, що хочете видалити цей твіт? Скасувати Видалити Закрити Заблокувати Скасувати Заблокувати Показувати, де я знаходжусь Коли у твіті ви вказуєте розташування, Твіттер його запам’ятовує. Ви можете вмикати/вимикати визначення розташування перед публікацією кожного твіта, а також видаляти цю інформацію пізніше. Дізнатися більше Увімкнути визначення розташування Не зараз Вимкнути визначення розташування Закрити Зведені відомості профілю Закрити Ваші списки Закрити Створити новий список Назва списку Опис Не більше 100 символів, за бажанням Приватність Загальнодоступний · Будь-хто може читати цей список Приватний · Тільки ви маєте доступ до цього списку Зберегти список Закрити Закрити Розмістити цей твіт Додайте цей твіт на ваш сайт, скопіювавши код, наведений нижче. Дізнайтеся більше Виникла проблема доступу до сервера. Спробувати знову? Включити батьківський твіт Підключити медіа Попередній перегляд Закрити Зареєструйтесь у Твіттері Ще не у Твіттері? Зареєструйтеся, налаштуйте усе за бажанням та отримуйте оновлення за мірою їхньої появи. Маєте профіль? Увійти » Закрити Двостороннє (надсилання та отримання) на короткі номери: Країна Код Для користувачів США 40404 (будь-які) Канада 21212 (будь-які) Велика Британія 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Бразилія 40404 Nextel, TIM Гаїті 40404 Digicel, Voila Ірландія 51210 Vodafone, O2 Індія 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Індонезія 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Італія 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » Дивитись короткі SMS номери для інших країн. Закрити Підтвердження)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "October is #FosterFamilyMonth. Thank you #BC for opening your homes and hearts to more than 5,900 children and youth." @John_Yap - 11:14pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141007,www.reddit.com,http://www.reddit.com/r/CanadaPolitics/comments/2fq3bj/bc_teachers_strike_government_rejects_binding/,B.C. teachers' strike: government rejects binding arbitration - British Columbia : CanadaPolitics jump to content my subreddits announcementsArtAskRedditaskscienceawwblogbookscreepydataisbeautifulDIYDocumentariesEarthPornexplainlikeimfiveFitnessfoodfunnyFuturologygadgetsgamingGetMotivatedgifshistoryIAmAInternetIsBeautifulJokesLifeProTipslistentothismildlyinterestingmoviesMusicnewsnosleepnottheonionOldSchoolCoolpersonalfinancephilosophyphotoshopbattlespicsscienceShowerthoughtsspacesportstelevisiontifutodayilearnedTwoXChromosomesUpliftingNewsvideosworldnewsWritingPromptsedit subscriptions front -all -random |  Futurology -askscience -EarthPorn -Art -UpliftingNews -Jokes -philosophy -LifeProTips -television -Music -tifu -movies -Showerthoughts -videos -pics -IAmA -space -history -creepy -sports -explainlikeimfive -personalfinance -nottheonion -DIY -food -news -Documentaries -mildlyinteresting -listentothis -WritingPrompts -funny -TwoXChromosomes -worldnews -science -todayilearned -aww -InternetIsBeautiful -gadgets -books -nosleep -AskReddit -gifs -gaming -dataisbeautiful -OldSchoolCool -photoshopbattles -Fitness -GetMotivatedmore »  CanadaPolitics comments related other discussions (3) want to join? login or register in seconds| English limit my search to /r/CanadaPolitics use the following search parameters to narrow your results: subreddit:subreddit find submissions in "subreddit" author:username find submissions by "username" site:example.com find submissions from "example.com" url:text search for "text" in url selftext:text search for "text" in self post contents self:yes (or self:no) include (or exclude) self posts nsfw:yes (or nsfw:no) include (or exclude) results marked as NSFW e.g. subreddit:aww site:imgur.com dog see the search faq for details. advanced search: by author, subreddit... this post was submitted on 07 Sep 2014 37 points (86% upvoted) shortlink: remember mereset password login Submit a new link Submit a new text post CanadaPoliticssubscribeunsubscribe14,616 readers ~87 users here now Notre sub est bilingue, veuillez soumettre vos articles et vos postes dans la langue officielle qui vous plaît. Moderators will not remove any posts based on opinion. We will, however, remove posts we believe detract from the conversation, as described in the rules below. Rules Headline titles should be changed only where it improves clarity (e.g., adding a two-letter provincial tag). Headline changes which introduce editorialisation or rhetoric will be removed. Please express your personal opinion in the comments, not the headline. Try to stay classy. Comments or submissions that detract from the quality of discourse in the subreddit will be removed, including but not limited to: insults, ad hominem attacks, unsubstantiated conspiracy theories, and dishonest arguments directed towards users, groups, or public figures. Low-content material is disallowed for submissions. This can include petitions, pleas for donations, other "calls to arms", political cartoons, memes, rage comics, letters-to-the-editor, tweets, blogs (unless by a recognized expert in the field or covering a topic ignored by the mainstream press) and partisan or ideological propaganda. Low-content material in comments is strongly discouraged, but some of the above may be allowed in comments, should they add to the discussion (e.g. memes and rage comics in comments will likely be removed, links to blog posts or political cartoons pertinent to the topic of the thread may be allowed). Criticism without commentary is strongly discouraged. Replies to removed comments or removal notices may be removed at the discretion of moderators. If you wish to dispute a moderator's action, please message the moderation team. This way, discussion in the thread can remain on topic, and all moderators will be able to see and respond to your concerns. Tips Do not use URL shorteners. The spam filter may get upset. If you report a link, please message the moderators explaining why. Please add a provincial tag to the beginning of the title of your post when the headline might otherwise be confusing. Please don't downvote other people's submissions or comments, and don't make mention of anticipated downvotes on your posts ("I'm going to get downvoted for this, but..."). Note that moderators may remove all comments beneath a rule-breaking comment in a tree, even if those other comments are not rule-breaking. They do this in order to disincentivize rule-breaking comments meant to derail conversations. Self-posts to spur discussion or debate are encouraged. One post per story, please. We don't need 5 side discussions on the same topic. Read the reddiquette. Try to omit superfluous information from your titles. This helps cut down on paid spammers. Please submit the non-mobile version of articles whenever possible. Upcoming AMAs Date Time(ET) Name Description — — — — Previous AMAs Ontario 2014 Election AMA Series View All Previous AMAs Sister Reddits Canada Politics Humour - More lighthearted discussion of Canadian politics. List of Canadian Subreddits Resources I'm new to Canadian politics. Where can I learn more? What does /r/CanadaPolitics read? Bills in Parliament Charter of Rights and Freedoms Description of Legislation Major Party Platforms in Past Elections Politwitter.ca OpenParliament.ca Other Reddits Canada Canadian Forces Law Canada US Politics UK Politics Canada News created by [deleted]a community for 4 years message the moderators MODERATORS MackieDrewOntario PalpzGod Save the Queen Borror0Liberal | QC trollunitNeoconservative | The Nation's Capital bunglejerryWaffle RedCoatsForeverOntario dmcg12NeoLiberal | ON ParlHillAddictNDP | ON h1ppophagistON exasperationsocial democracy | ON ...and 5 more » 36 37 38 B.C. teachers' strike: government rejects binding arbitration - British Columbia (cbc.ca) submitted 1 month ago by blazeofgloreee 91 comments sharecancel loading... all 91 comments sorted by: best best top new hot controversial old random [–]criticalhitPro-nuclear power pro-LNG leftist 12 points13 points14 points 1 month ago (84 children) Could the teachers go to court and force the govt to go into arbitration? permalink [–]KevZero 14 points15 points16 points 1 month ago (21 children) If this keeps up it'll be pitchforks, not an injunction, that brings the government down. permalink parent [–]criticalhitPro-nuclear power pro-LNG leftist 4 points5 points6 points 1 month ago (20 children) I dunno, man. There's nothing I see that can bring this govt down. Unless Horgan says he'll open up even more crown land to LNG exploration or pipelines. permalink parent [+]I_know_oil comment score below threshold-6 points-5 points-4 points 1 month ago (19 children) The government could go and hire a bunch of teachers who are non union. They aren't obligated to hire the union teachers permalink parent [–]PalpzGod Save the Queen 18 points19 points20 points 1 month ago* (16 children) ... yes they are. You appear to have a severe misunderstanding of labour relations in this country. Once a union has been established as the representative of a particular group of employees (the Bargaining Unit), that union is the only thing that can engage in bargaining for the bargaining unit. Any employees who fall under the bargaining unit (in this case "All public school teachers in BC") will have their employment contracts negotiated for them by the union. Until such time as the members of the bargaining unit decide collectively to stop using the union as their representation. The only way the BC government could choose to get out of dealing with the BCTF would be to choose to stop employing teachers. I don't think that it's a politically feasible solution to move to a "private school only" system. There are exceptions, but they're few and far between. permalink parent [–]downistehnewupNeoreactionary 7 points8 points9 points 1 month ago (9 children) I'm not sure if the labour law is different in BC, but according to this article written by a SR partner at a Toronto law firm that specializes in labour law governments not only can but are ethically required to use replacements. The requirement to negotiate is not equivelant to the requirement to employ only union members. permalink parent [–]PalpzGod Save the Queen 0 points1 point2 points 1 month ago (5 children) For what it's worth, that would be during the strike only. permalink parent [–]Grezkore 0 points1 point2 points 29 days ago (4 children) That would erode the teacher's position, which could jeopardize quality of education. permalink parent [–]PalpzGod Save the Queen 1 point2 points3 points 29 days ago (3 children) I don't follow the link in your statement. I agree with the premise that it would erode the teacher's position, but I don't think that supports your conclusion. permalink parent [–]Grezkore 1 point2 points3 points 29 days ago (2 children) My brother is a teacher and I have a few teacher friends; without doubt, teachers are over-worked and underpaid. If their position, in the negotiations, is eroded, they'll be even more overworked/underpaid; people have a breaking-point at which they don't care about their job anymore and just do the bare-minimum to get paid. permalink parent continue this thread [–]vicetrust 0 points1 point2 points 29 days ago (2 children) It is different in BC: Labour Relations Code 68 (1) During a lockout or strike authorized by this Code an employer must not use the services of a person, whether paid or not, (a) who is hired or engaged after the earlier of the date on which the notice to commence collective bargaining is given and the date on which bargaining begins, (b) who ordinarily works at another of the employer's places of operations, (c) who is transferred to a place of operations in respect of which the strike or lockout is taking place, if he or she was transferred after the earlier of the date on which the notice to commence bargaining is given and the date on which bargaining begins, or (d) who is employed, engaged or supplied to the employer by another person, to perform (e) the work of an employee in the bargaining unit that is on strike or locked out, or (f) the work ordinarily done by a person who is performing the work of an employee in the bargaining unit that is on strike or locked out. Long story short, you can't generally hire replacement works in BC during a strike. permalink parent [–]PalpzGod Save the Queen 0 points1 point2 points 29 days ago (1 child) Ah, I knew that was the case in Quebec, didn't know it was in BC as well. permalink parent [–]CupOfCanada 0 points1 point2 points 28 days ago (0 children) Presumably the government could change the labour code if they wanted. permalink parent [–]PeekmanON 1 point2 points3 points 1 month ago (5 children) Couldn't they pull a Ronald Reagan? permalink parent [–]PalpzGod Save the Queen 3 points4 points5 points 1 month ago (3 children) No. I'll amend that somewhat, however. They could, if they first re-write the legislation that governs employer union relations. I don't, however, think they'd be able to do so and have it only apply to them. If they were to do such a think, I believe it would have to also apply to every other union in the province, including those working for private companies. permalink parent [–]RedCanada 9 points10 points11 points 1 month ago (0 children) Not to mention they'd have a full scale revolt on their hands from the populous of B.C. Taking a hard line against a union is one thing, doing that is completely different. permalink parent [–]PeekmanON 0 points1 point2 points 1 month ago (1 child) I thought they could write legislation making teachers an essential service or some other legislation that makes the current strike illegal. Then if the teachers continue to strike the government could fire the ones illegally striking and hire new ones. I'm not saying this is likely but I don't see how it is not an extreme available option. permalink parent [–]PalpzGod Save the Queen 3 points4 points5 points 29 days ago (0 children) I thought they could write legislation making teachers an essential service or some other legislation that makes the current strike illegal. You can, but that would trigger a round of mandatory binding arbitration. Which is what the government currently seems to be trying to avoid. Then if the teachers continue to strike the government could fire the ones illegally striking and hire new ones. Also, you might be able to fire individual teachers who refuse the back to work order (depending upon the terms set out in their contract), but you wouldn't be able to stop dealing with teachers as a whole via the union they've selected to represent them. permalink parent [–]Issachar 1 point2 points3 points 29 days ago (0 children) No. In addition to what /u/Palpz said, remember that Mr. Reagan didn't just fire all the air traffic controllers and hire new ones. He brought in the military air traffic controllers and had them do the job. The military personel could have done the job indefinitely. They could not refuse the assignment. Ms. Clark doesn't have that option. First, she doesn't have any "military" teachers who cannot refuse assignments, so she'd have to fire all the teachers and then hire new ones. That would be utter chaos and would probably mean the entire school year would be cancelled. (Think about how long it would take to hire that many people with interviews, checks and so on.) Second... all the new teachers would be part of the BCTF because it's a unionized environment, (in BC, the workplace remains represented by a union even if you completely replace all the staff), so nothing would change until the new staff changed something and that would take a very long time. Or she could rewrite the labour code for all unions as /u/Palpz pointed out, but that brings all the problems that he and others mentioned. Ms. Clark and the BC Liberals are doing very well in all this mess. I doubt that it would stay that way if they launched an action that kept kids out of school all year. permalink parent [–]PalpzGod Save the Queen 2 points3 points4 points 1 month ago (0 children) Actually, yeah, I should have clarified your question. Did you mean for the duration of the strike, or in general? permalink parent [–]HimserPirate|Classic Liberal 1 point2 points3 points 29 days ago (0 children) Personally i hope so. ill have a job :) permalink parent [–]LaMaitresse 12 points13 points14 points 29 days ago (0 children) It wouldn't particularly matter. The B.C. Government has already lost two court cases, one for failing to uphold class size/composition terms agreed to in the last deal reached and one for failing to pay the 2 million in damages associated which losing the previous case. This government simply doesn't respect the courts. permalink parent [–]PalpzGod Save the Queen 4 points5 points6 points 1 month ago (60 children) I don't believe there is any particular right granted under law to have their labour dispute settled by that method. If they don't like how long things are dragging out, they're more than free to accept the terms the government is offering. permalink parent [–]RedCanada 14 points15 points16 points 1 month ago (27 children) they're more than free to accept the terms the government is offering. Woah, that's not very fair now, is it? permalink parent [–]PalpzGod Save the Queen 1 point2 points3 points 1 month ago (20 children) shrug. Or they're more than free to continue the strike until such point as the government budges further. I don't see how either course of action wouldn't be fair. permalink parent [–]RedCanada 24 points25 points26 points 1 month ago (19 children) The government could honour the 2002 contract like they were ordered to in court. permalink parent [–]PalpzGod Save the Queen 1 point2 points3 points 1 month ago (17 children) The contract that would have long since expired? permalink parent [–]smalltownpoliticianPolicy Wonk 16 points17 points18 points 1 month ago (5 children) I wonder why the judge didn't think that was relevant. Perhaps because it's not. permalink parent [–]CupOfCanada 1 point2 points3 points 28 days ago (4 children) Have you read the ruling? permalink parent [–]smalltownpoliticianPolicy Wonk 0 points1 point2 points 28 days ago (3 children) Yes, but IANAL. The judgement rested on the fact that the government infringed on the constitutional right of teachers to associate and organize. This appeared to me to be irrespective of the dates associated with the contract, but as I say, IANAL. Perhaps you are and can enlighten me? permalink parent [–]Issachar 1 point2 points3 points 28 days ago (1 child) The short version is that the judge's ruling was that the government's action in stripping the contract of the class composition provisions was not legal. Assuming that decision is not overturned by the Supreme Court, that means that there will be consequences to the government for having broken the law. (Likely expensive consequences.) The ruling does NOT state that class composition rules MUST be in future contracts, only that they are a valid thing on which to negotiate. Theoretically teachers could agree to forgo class composition rules in favour of some other item. The ruling simply says that the government can't insist that it's not a subject for negotiation. For example, the physical location of schools is not something that is a valid subject for contract negotiations. Neither is the provincial reading list for English classes. permalink parent continue this thread [–]CupOfCanada 0 points1 point2 points 28 days ago (0 children) Basically what /u/Issachar said. The teachers can negotiate on class sizes (and can make individual grievances due to the government not following the 2002 class size provisions) but that doesn't mean the teachers will be happy with the outcome of those negotiations. permalink parent [–]Issachar 3 points4 points5 points 29 days ago (0 children) The contract has expired, but that doesn't mean it's "done". Those class size provisions were taken out and many classes had more kids added and more special needs kids added. The problem for the government is what happens if they lose at the Supreme Court over haven revoked those provisions in legislation. What are the consequences to the employer for having violated the teacher's contract? They can't undo it, so they have to compensate them somehow in a way that the court finds acceptable. That will likely be quite expensive. Worse, it won't even be expensive to improve education. It will be expensive just for the sake of it. permalink parent [–]DownShatCreek 9 points10 points11 points 1 month ago (9 children) Or you know, BC Liberals could negotiate in a manner that doesn't put them in a position of losing again and again in court. http://www.vancouversun.com/business/Vaughn+Palmer+history+faith+Liberals+dealings+with+teachers/9912106/story.html permalink parent [–]PalpzGod Save the Queen 10 points11 points12 points 1 month ago (0 children) Which they appear to be doing now. They don't seem to be promising concessions to be legislated away later. Instead they're just waiting out the union and sticking to their position, so that they can actually get what they want at the bargaining table. permalink parent [–]CupOfCanada 0 points1 point2 points 28 days ago (7 children) That's the reason there's a strike right now. The BCTF expected to be legislated back to work. The government won't oblige. permalink parent [–]DownShatCreek 0 points1 point2 points 28 days ago (6 children) Madam Premier not interested in losing her umpteenth court ruling? permalink parent [–]CupOfCanada 0 points1 point2 points 28 days ago (5 children) So abiding by the court rulings is a bad thing to you. Got it. You realize referring to Christy Clark as "Madam Premier" just makes you sound sexist too right? How about "the government" or "the Premier" or "the BC Liberals." And thanks for making our last 4 victories possible. Without you and those like the BC Liberals wouldn't have been able to achieve 16 years of government. :) permalink parent continue this thread [–]CupOfCanada 0 points1 point2 points 28 days ago (0 children) Notice that the teachers were only asking for arbitration on the wages and benefits side of things, NOT on class size and composition. So I don't think your 2002 point is very relevant at all. permalink parent [+][deleted] 1 month ago* (5 children) [deleted] [–]smalltownpoliticianPolicy Wonk 27 points28 points29 points 1 month ago (0 children) What's really not fair is the government lying about tearing up contracts to get elected, negotiating in bad faith, purposely forcing the union to strike, blaming the union for the strike, and after two BC Supreme Court court rulings against the government for this behaviour they then have the unmitigated gall to use my tax dollars to buy advertising blaming the teachers. I'm no big fan of institutional unions, but the government is deserving of the lion's share of responsibility for the situation today. permalink [–]DownShatCreek 5 points6 points7 points 1 month ago (0 children) Mom and dad can look after the children they brought into this world for a few more weeks. permalink [–]Worstdriver 9 points10 points11 points 1 month ago (0 children) What was really not fair is the now Premier ripping up a valid contract and having a new one imposed. What's potentially criminal is that same person having violated the Constitutional rights of the people that contract involved. permalink [–]RedCanada 8 points9 points10 points 1 month ago (1 child) And the provinces demands are pretty much completely unreasonable. If the union accepts those demands, it means B.C. teachers will be accepting a pay cut. Who in their right minds would ever accept such a thing? permalink [–]criticalhitPro-nuclear power pro-LNG leftist 4 points5 points6 points 1 month ago (6 children) 1% raises in the highest COL province in Canada? Lol okay. permalink parent [–]mishacPaleorhino - ON->MB->QC 4 points5 points6 points 1 month ago (0 children) He's not saying it's a good deal, just that there's no legal right to arbitration. permalink parent [–]PalpzGod Save the Queen 0 points1 point2 points 1 month ago (4 children) Versus an extended period without any pay in the highest COL province in Canada? shrug. No skin off my back either way. Oh and for what it's worth, it actually looks like BC has the lowest cost of living in the country. The lowest "All Items Consumer Price Index" at least, of any province. permalink parent [–]criticalhitPro-nuclear power pro-LNG leftist 5 points6 points7 points 1 month ago (2 children) Yes, I know that the teachers have no right not to accept the offer, but it's through such bad faith that I understand why they don't accept it. Also, I'm surprised Quebec or Newfoundland aren't the cheapest places to live. permalink parent [–]mishacPaleorhino - ON->MB->QC 1 point2 points3 points 1 month ago (0 children) Newfoundland's got an oil boom, inflating prices, and is relatively remote to ship goods to. permalink parent [–]PalpzGod Save the Queen 2 points3 points4 points 1 month ago (0 children) Well, Quebec comes in 2nd. Newfoundland's actually kinda high. permalink parent [–]CupOfCanada 1 point2 points3 points 28 days ago (0 children) I blame the carbon tax for that low inflation. :3 permalink parent [–]BlueParliamentTory | ON 1 point2 points3 points 1 month ago* (23 children) If they don't like how long things are dragging out, they're more than free to accept the terms the government is offering. Or here is a radical thought: the teachers who are very displeased with their job can find a new job. And allow the rest of teachers to continue working. permalink parent [–]Colonel_GreenNDP 18 points19 points20 points 1 month ago (3 children) I'm sure the schools will run just fine with 14% of teachers who voted against the strike. permalink parent [–]superjetboyConservative 2 points3 points4 points 29 days ago (0 children) Don't forget that there's a huge surplus of persons qualified to teach in BC though. Way more than there are jobs for. http://www2.canada.com/theprovince/columnists/story.html?id=f9dc704d-041b-4379-b6f4-1ef49f0afc12 permalink parent [–]tells_allBC 2 points3 points4 points 1 month ago (1 child) With so many positions to fill, this could actually work. It's already happening with post-secondary schools. permalink parent [–]Issachar 1 point2 points3 points 29 days ago (0 children) I initially thought that article was talking about using Teaching Assistants rather than full professors. In K-12 schools that would translate into using "educational assistants" instead of teachers. Teachers have a university degree (typically in the subject they are teaching) as well as a year of "how to teach" training. "Educational Assistants", while they are well meaning people who care about kids aren't so well trained. They have less than a year of training beyond a high school diploma. permalink parent [–]DownShatCreek 5 points6 points7 points 1 month ago (16 children) Better yet, Madam Premier could step aside and let the NDP negotiate a solution. permalink parent [–]PalpzGod Save the Queen 3 points4 points5 points 1 month ago (4 children) I wouldn't exactly interpret the results of the last election to include giving a mandate to allow the NDP to give a sweetheart deal to the group which was one of their biggest supporters during the campaign. permalink parent [–]DownShatCreek 3 points4 points5 points 1 month ago (3 children) This is when I ask you to post the overwhelming results of the strike vote and justify the position of the poster to whom I was replying. permalink parent [–]CupOfCanada 1 point2 points3 points 28 days ago (2 children) Um. Last time I checked strike votes aren't general elections. permalink parent [–]DownShatCreek 0 points1 point2 points 28 days ago (1 child) I don't recall seeing Madam Premier's personal war against teachers in the party platform. permalink parent [–]CupOfCanada 1 point2 points3 points 28 days ago (0 children) Lol. Take a look at the platform actually, and how much was allocated for education. This was in there. permalink parent [–]CupOfCanada 0 points1 point2 points 28 days ago (10 children) Cause that worked out so well for the province in the 1990s. permalink parent [–]DownShatCreek 0 points1 point2 points 28 days ago (9 children) One day, the NDP will be able to quote Mr Harper's favorite line. Mr. Speaker, the previous liberal government... permalink parent [–]CupOfCanada 0 points1 point2 points 28 days ago (8 children) One day. But not today. There's a reason people vote for the BC Liberals, and until the NDP figures out what the reason was, they're going to have a rough time. permalink parent [–][deleted] 28 days ago (7 children) [deleted] [–][deleted] 28 days ago (6 children) [deleted] [–][deleted] 28 days ago (5 children) [deleted] continue this thread [–]PalpzGod Save the Queen 5 points6 points7 points 1 month ago (0 children) That could do the trick too. God knows that we've got enough excess qualified folks in this country as it is; universities have been pumping them out like crazy. permalink parent [–]Issachar 1 point2 points3 points 29 days ago (0 children) The strike vote was overwhelmingly in favour of striking. More than that, the strike vote wasn't held at the workplace due to having to organize it at the last minute, so teachers weren't just dropping by the office at some point thinking "oh, maybe I'll vote". No, they drove to the polling place after work. That tells you that they were motivated because the turnout for voting was also high. Don't make the mistake of assuming that teachers are being "held down" by their union. For good or for ill, the BCTF has solid support from teachers. If the strike/lockout is ended by legislation or by teachers just having to knuckle under to pay their mortgages, don't be under any illusion about the horribly bad blood that is going to fester in schools. I'm glad I don't have any kids in school right now as I suspect there's going to be a lot more "work to rule" which translates into worse education for the kids in school. permalink parent [–]RagingIceNDP | MB 5 points6 points7 points 29 days ago (1 child) The reason they rejected it is because they would get their ass nailed to the wall. They've flouted the courts already - if they agreed to binding arbitration, I have a hard time believing they would give a favourable deal to the government. permalink [–]CupOfCanada 1 point2 points3 points 28 days ago (0 children) Have you read the ruling? Because I'm doubting it. In any event, the teachers asked for binding arbitration on the wage/benefits issue only. Which the courts haven't said sweet all on. permalink parent [–]hbdi1231 -5 points-4 points-3 points 29 days ago* (6 children) Or to play devils advocate, suck it up and be happy that while their employer (BC) is losing money they are talking about raises and small class sizes instead of layoffs and bigger class sizes like the private sector would be in the same situation. Update: Politicians suck, and our electorate is disenfranchised, it's really not a good combination. And TIL playing devils advocate on reddit isn't a good idea if you like karma. :) permalink [–]Issachar 5 points6 points7 points 29 days ago (5 children) That argument would hold more weight of that employer hadn't been handing out massive raises to political employees. The Premier's chief of staff makes more money than Barrack Obama's chief of staff. (As a direct result of the current Premier having given a big raise.) The truth is that being able to afford something is about choices. And the BC Liberals after making a choice about education. The Premier's belief that "an educator is an educator" even one is educational assistant with less than a year of training after high school and the other is a university trained specialist with a degree in the subject is very telling. But it's not just the BC Liberals. I think voters have made it clear that education isn't very high on their priorities. Ms. Clark has read the electorate accurately, sad to say. permalink parent [–]hbdi1231 0 points1 point2 points 29 days ago (0 children) I really don't like the educator is an educator stance. I can see in high school maybe having less educated people give the classes (like happens in university) but they there should be real teachers preparing the lectures. permalink parent [–]PalpzGod Save the Queen 0 points1 point2 points 28 days ago (3 children) Meh, the fact that the POTUS, and his Chief of Staff, are grossly underpaid given the scope of their actual responsibilities is not really what I'd consider to be a reasonable argument against raising the salaries of the Premier of BC nor her Chief of Staff. permalink parent [–]Issachar 0 points1 point2 points 28 days ago (2 children) How would you support the claim that the US President or his chief of staff are "grossly underpaid". There is no shortage of high qualified people vying for those jobs. Neither is there any shortage of qualified people in BC. (One could argue that the electorate chooses poorly, but that's not a problem with the pool of options.) So what's your reasoning for saying that they're underpaid? If there's a surplus of labour vying for those jobs, then arguably they are overpaid. Indeed that's precisely the argument frequently used to say that teacher demands are too high. permalink parent [–]PalpzGod Save the Queen 0 points1 point2 points 28 days ago (1 child) Fair enough. How about this: their financial compensation is not commensurate with their private sector equivalents in organizations of a similar size. By a couple orders of magnitude. permalink parent [–]Issachar 0 points1 point2 points 28 days ago (0 children) To that I say.... so what? Why would that be relevant? Or to put it another way: okay, so they could be paid more if they took another job. That's useful information to them personally if they want to change jobs, but there's no reason that should have an effect on their current job because they're not the same job and they're not the same organization and circumstances are different in different organizations and jobs. The point I'm trying to make is that the Premier seems to have no trouble with "people deserve a raise of nearly 20%" some times even though there is no problem retaining them or finding highly qualified replacements. The most obvious factor (to me anyway) that could explain the difference between her actions then and her actions with teachers is that the people she's handing out massive raises to are close to her and are politically aligned with her. By contrast, teachers are distant and (let's be blunt) are tightly aligned with her political opponents. The reason for the difference seems clear to me but that doesn't justify her actions. Quite the opposite. It condemns them. permalink parent about blog about team source code advertise jobs help wiki FAQ reddiquette rules contact us tools mobile firefox extension chrome extension buttons widget <3 reddit gold store redditgifts reddit AMA app reddit.tv radio reddit Use of this site constitutes acceptance of our User Agreement and Privacy Policy. © 2014 reddit inc. All rights reserved. REDDIT and the ALIEN Logo are registered trademarks of reddit inc. close this window you'll need to login or register to do that create a new account all it takes is a username and password privacy philosophy we limit data collected about you and your use of the platform, your personal information is never for sale, we use and disclose information to prevent people from abusing the platform, but we never disclose it for any other reason unless required by law. for more information, see our privacy policy. username:try anotheravailable! account recovery email:  (optional)we only send email at your request password: verify password: remember me create account is it really that easy? only one way to find out... login already have an account and just want to login? username: password: remember me recover password login close this window interface language English [en]العربية [ar]Беларуская мова [be]български език [bg]Bosanski [bs]català [ca]česky [cs]dansk [da]Deutsch [de]Ελληνικά [el]English (Australia) [en-au]English (Canadian) [en-ca]English (Great Britain) [en-gb]English [en-us]Esperanto [eo]español [es]español [es-ar]eesti keel [et]Euskara [eu]فارسی [fa]suomi [fi]français [fr]Gàidhlig [gd]עברית [he]मानक हिन्दी [hi]hrvatski [hr]Magyar [hu]Հայերեն լեզու [hy]Bahasa Indonesia [id]íslenska [is] (*)italiano (Italy) [it]日本語 [ja]ಕನ್ನಡ [kn_IN]한국어 [ko]Latin [la]1337 [leet]LOL [lol]lietuvių kalba [lt]latviešu valoda [lv]Nederlands [nl]Nynorsk [nn]Norsk [no]Arrrrrrrr! [pir]polski [pl]português [pt] (*)português [pt-pt]português brasileiro [pt_BR]română [ro]русский [ru]slovenčina [sk]slovenščina [sl]српски језик [sr]Srpski [sr-la]Svenska [sv]தமிழ் [ta]ภาษาไทย [th]Türkçe [tr]українська мова [uk]Tiếng Việt [vi]中文 [zh] (*) incomplete volunteer to translate π Rendered by PID 31137 on app-80 at 2014-10-07 19:38:19.737463+00:00 running 143b6e5 country code: US.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/01/superintendent-of-greater-victoria.html?showComment=1326082514697,Staffroom Confidential: Superintendent of Greater Victoria received 10% wage increase Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Sunday, January 8, 2012 Superintendent of Greater Victoria received 10% wage increase The Public Service Employers' Council (PSEC) recently released the public disclosure of executive compensation for school districts. This comes shortly after we learned in the media that the Greater Victoria Board of Education secretly renewed the contracts of both the Superintendent and the Secretary Treasurer at the last meeting before the November elections when a new Board came into office. You can find the public disclosure here: http://www.pssg.gov.bc.ca/psec/disclosuredocs/sddisclosures11/sd61_11.pdf Given the government's steadfast insistence that teacher do not deserve to even keep up with inflation, never mind catch up with our colleagues in the rest of Canada, it is interesting to see the 10% wage increase (over one year) for our Superintendent. In 2009/10, Superintendent John Gaiptman received a base salary of $158, 711. In 2010/11 he received a base salary of $175, 073. This is an increase of $16, 362, or just above 10%. There is some complicated formula relating to averages across BC, but I was interested to read that although Greater Victoria ranks 7th in size, the Superitendent's salary and benefits rank 4th in BC. (See: http://www.langleytimes.com/news/136677488.html) In addition to this base salary, he receives another $32, 730 in benefits. Much of this is pension, but there are some other items included, such as "all reasonable expenses" for professional development, a home computer,  a professional association dues. He also gets a membership to a Health Club. Let's compare this to teachers in Greater Victoria. We received a 2% increase between 2009/10 and 2010/11 and we received a 0% increase this fall. (I don't know what Mr. Gaiptman received this fall, as the disclosure from PSEC comes at the end of the year). Teachers in Greater Victoria receive $87 per year for professional development - a number that has not changed since 1992. We have to pay our professional dues ourselves. We do not get a membership to a Health Club. For most teachers, in "category 5" with 5 years of university education, the starting salary is $48, 626 and after ten years of full time experience, the top salary is $74, 353. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 6:11 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 9 comments: AnonymousJanuary 8, 2012 at 6:30 PM And what does a superintendent do that is worth this much. And there are even worse examples where there are a number of them earning $200k+ and have cars as perks. What?ReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 8, 2012 at 8:03 PM A health club? Students are falling between the cracks and the superintendent gets a membership to take care of himself? What about meeting the needs of students in his school district?ReplyDelete KamloopsEdTechJanuary 8, 2012 at 8:15 PM Did you notice that some superintendents didn't take their vacation and instead got paid out up to $15K extra! What a contract. Maybe they should be forced to take or loose out and save the system. It also seems as a way for superintendents to further increase their wages.ReplyDelete LucindaJanuary 9, 2012 at 5:24 PM And his benefits have been re-negotiated since 1993. Teachers have been suffering with antiquated extended health and dental benefits since the last century! When was the last time anyone got a pair of glasses for $150? Yah, I thought so.ReplyDelete chalk_talkerJanuary 13, 2012 at 4:41 PM Tara, a colleague says this is not true and Gaiptman has refused the raise.ReplyDelete chalk_talkerJanuary 13, 2012 at 4:42 PM Tara, a colleague says this is not true and Gaiptman has refused the raise.ReplyDelete Tara EhrckeJanuary 14, 2012 at 9:35 AM No, as per the public disclosure linked to above, this is the correct amount that he was paid last school year. The public disclosure is signed by the chair of the board and the information would be included in the audit. Whoever told you this should check their facts. You can direct them to the public disclosure which is hosted on the government of BC website.ReplyDelete Rob PaynterJanuary 14, 2012 at 8:34 PM For convenience, the public disclosure link is http://www.pssg.gov.bc.ca/psec/disclosure/disclosure10-11.htm One item I found to be rather ironic is that BCPSEA apparently has no problem making use of reference salaries in Ontario, Alberta and Saskatchewan fro Executive positions but dismisses the same references when considering teacher salaries.ReplyDelete Rob PaynterJanuary 14, 2012 at 8:52 PM Hey Tara, just reread and realized you've already posted the link. Sorry. On the plus side, you shouldn't have to wait for PSEC to check on current salaries. According to the Public Sector Employers Act, executive contracts are public documents and must be available either on the employer's website or in hard copy at the employer's office for public review.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ▼  January (13) How to reduce income inequality BC Schools: A decade of choice, a decade of declin... What is fair and reasonable? Twitter tale - Consultation, Minister Abbott style... Alberta teachers in negotiations BCTF presents reduced set of proposals School boards discuss 'net zero' Will grouping by ability mean re-segregation? BC teachers describe workload issues at bargaining... BC public sector enters 2012 bargaining Superintendent of Greater Victoria received 10% wa... Should BC teachers get a salary increase? Myths & ... A year in review: waking the sleeping giant ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/BargainingAndContracts.aspx?id=4990,BCTF > Local after local rejects employer's proposal  	Bargaining and contracts  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers Aboriginal Education  Bargaining & Collective Agreements  Français  Health & Safety  New Teachers  Opportunities for Members  Pensions Professional Development  Professional Rights & Responsibility  Provincial Specialist Associations  Salary & Benefits  Teachers Teaching On Call  Teaching Resources  For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Bargaining and Contracts > Negotiations Local after local rejects employer's proposal Last updated: June 30, 2006 7:27 PM Abbotsford District Teachers’ Association That the ADTA Staff Representative Assembly reject BCPSEA’s offer, dated June 20, 2006. That the ADTA Staff Representative Assembly express its firm support of the BCTF Bargaining Committee. Alberni District Teachers’ Union Executive Committee rejects the employers’ proposal of June 20th. Arrow Lakes Teachers' Association That the Arrow Lakes Teachers' Association Executive Committee rejects the June 20 proposal from the BC Public School Employers' Association.” Bulkley Valley Teachers’ Union That the Executive Committee of the Bulkley Valley Teachers’ Union categorically rejects the settlement offer made to the BCTF Bargaining Team on June 20, 2006. The Bulkley Valley Teachers’ Union Executive Committee supports the BCTF Bargaining Team and the BCTF Executive Committee in their efforts to win a fair and reasonable Collective Agreement for teachers. Burnaby Teachers' Association Burnaby Executive Council met on June 20 and unanimously rejected the latest BCPSEA offer of 10% and contract strips. Burns Lake District Teachers’ Association Executive Committee The BLDTA rejects the BCPSEA settlement offer made to the BCTF Bargaining Team on June 20, 2006. The BLDTA Executive Committee supports the BCTF Bargaining Team and the BCTF Executive Committee in their efforts to bargain a fair and reasonable Collective Agreement for teachers that contains no concessions. Campbell River District Teachers' Association The Campbell District Teachers Asociation Executive passed, unanimously, rejection of the BCPSEA proposal of June 20 2006 and support of our bargaining team.” Cariboo-Chilcotin Teachers’ Association That the CCTA express its full support for the BCTF bargaining team. That the CCTA reject BCPSEA’s proposal of June 20th. Central Coast Teachers' Association Central Coast Teachers' Association passed , a motion rejecting BCPSEA's June 20 proposal and a second motion supporting the BCTF bargaining team. Central Okanagan Teachers' Association THAT the C.O.T.A. Staff Rep Assembly reject the June 20th proposal from the B.C. Public School Employers' Association. The COTA supports the Bargaining Team and wishes them all the best as they strive to achieve a successful conclusion in negotiations by June 30.” Chilliwack Teachers' Association That the Chilliwack Teachers' Association Executive reject BCPSEA's June 20, 2006 bargaining proposal. Comox District Teachers’ Association Executive and Staff Reps That the CDTA Executive/Staff Rep Assembly supports the provincial bargaining team and rejects the latest contract offer (June 20th) by BCPSEA. The CDTA encourages the team to continue towards a negotiated settlement that meets the needs of teachers and rejects any contract stripping proposed by the employer. Coquitlam Teachers’ Association Executive Committee The Coquitlam Teachers’ Association Executive Committee carried a unanimous motion of non-support for the BCPSEA offer of 10% over 4 years. Cowichan Valley Teachers’ Federation That the CVTF recommends that the BCTF categorically reject the latest contract offer from BCPSEA specifically the proposed concessionary language on evaluation and prep time and the inadequate salary proposal of 10% over four years. Cranbrook District Teachers’ Association The Staff Rep/Executive Committee That the CDTA Executive Committee strongly rejects the BCPSEA package of June 20, 2006. Creston Valley Teachers Association The CVTA rejects the June 20, 2006 proposal from BCPSEA and unequivocally supports the BCTF Bargaining Team. Delta Teachers’ Association The DTA Executive Committee rejects the BCPSEA salary offer of June 20th, and expresses its full support of the BCTF Bargaining Team in negotiation toward a fair and reasonable salary increase, and to address matters of teacher professionalism and workload. Fernie District Teachers Association That the Fernie District Teachers’ Association Staff Representative & Executive Committee rejects the proposal from the BC Public School Employers’ Association of June 20th, 2006. That the Fernie District Teachers’ Association Staff Representative & Executive Committee rejects any BC Public School Employers’ Association offer that includes contract stripping, including concessions to evaluation, dismissal for less than satisfactory performance or preparation time. Golden Teachers' Association (motion to BCTF) That the BCTF categorically reject the latest contract offer from BCPSEA specifically for the evaluation language and proposed salary increase". Gold Trail Teachers' Association That the Executive of the Gold Trail Teachers' Association support the BCTF Provincial Bargaining team in their rejection of the latest offer from BCPSEA. That the Executive of the Gold Trail Teachers' Association will not recommend acceptance of any offer to our membership which includes any stripping of our current language. Greater Victoria Teachers' Association The GVTA Executive voices its strong opposition to BCPSEA's latest offer.” Howe Sound Teachers’ Association Executive and Rep Assembly That the HSTA strongly rejects the June 20th BCPSEA bargaining offer. Kamloops Thompson Teachers' Association The Executive Committee of the KTTA strongly rejects the contract offer of BCPSEA, dated June 20, 2006, and expresses its firm support of the bargaining committee of the BCTF.” Kimberley Teachers' Association Staff Reps and Executive Committee That the KTA recommend that the BCTF categorically reject the latest contract offer from BCPSEA specifically for the proposed evaluation language, prep time language and salary increase." Kitimat District Teachers' Association "That the Kitimat District Teacher's Association reject the June 20th, 2006 settlement offer made by BCPSEA. That the Kitimat District Teacher's Association express full support of the BCTF Provincial Bargaining Team." Langley Teachers' Association Executive Committee: the LTA Executive reject the June 20 proposal from the BC Public School Employers' Association and advise the BCTF Bargaining Committee and BCPSEA of our position immediately." That the Langley Staff Reps vehemently reject BCPSEA’s proposal of June 20th and that this be communicated to BCPSEA and the bargaining team. Maple Ridge Teachers’ Association Executive Committee That the MRTA executive reject BCPSEA’s proposal of June 20, 2006. That the MRTA express its firm support for the BCTF executive and the Bargaining Committee in the current round of negotiations. Mission Teachers' Union The Executive of the MTU rejects the June 20, 2006 proposal from the BC Public Employers' Association. Furthermore we would like to convey our 100% support for the BCTF bargaining team.” Nanaimo District Teachers’ Association The NDTA Executive has passed a motion stating full support for our bargaining team and rejection of the BCPSEA proposal of June 20 Nechako Teachers’ Union The Nechako Teachers’ Union Executive Committee rejects the contract offer put forward by BCPSEA on Tuesday, June 20, 2006. The Nechako Teachers’ Union Executive Committee fully supports the BCTF Bargaining Committee in its efforts to reach a negotiated agreement with BCPSEA. Nelson District Teachers’ Association That the NDTA recommend that the BCTF categorically reject the June 20, 2006 contract offer from BCPSEA specifically for the proposed evaluation language, prep time language and salary increase. That the NDTA executive wishes to communicate to the BCTF bargaining team that a fair settlement is imperative, regardless of the June 30, 2006 deadline. New Westminster Teachers' Union That the New Westminster Teachers' Union Executive stand united behind the BCTF Bargaining team in their rejection of the BCPSEA contract offer of June 20th and fully support the bargaining team in their efforts to reach a fair settlement for British Columbia's Teachers" Nisga'a Teachers' Union The Nisga'a Teachers Union Executive Committee rejects the June 20, 2006 proposal from BCPSEA and unequivocally supports our BCTF Bargaining Team.” North Okanagan-Shuswap Teachers’ Association That the North Okanagan-Shuswap Teachers’ Association stand united behind their Bargaining Team and unequivocally reject the BCPSEA contract offer of June 20 and fully support the Bargaining Team in their efforts to reach a fair settlement for BC’s teachers. North Vancouver Teachers’ Association Executive Committee That the NVTA reject the June 20 proposal from BCPSEA. That the NVTA Executive Committee recommend to the BCTF to continue the position of no contract stripping. Okanagan Skaha Teachers’ Union That the executive of the Okanagan Skaha Teachers’ Union fully reject BCPSEA’s June 20th proposal for a contract settlement offer. That the executive of OSTU is fully behind the effort and hard work our negotiating team is providing in order to obtain a new collective agreement that both the teachers and their employers can live with. Peace River North Teachers’ Association General meeting That the PRNTA stands united behind the BCTF bargaining team in their rejection of the June 20/06 BCPSEA contract offer and fully support the bargaining team in their efforts to attain a fair settlement which addresses the working conditions and economic needs of the Teachers of British Columbia. Peace River South Teachers’ Association The Peace River South Teachers’ Executive unanimously rejects the BCPSEA offer of 10%. Prince George District Teachers' Association The PGDTA Executive reject the proposal of June 20 from BCPSEA on behalf of the local membership.” Prince Rupert District Teachers' Union That the PRDTU Executive rejects the employer’s offer of June 20, 2006. That the PRDTU Executive recommends that the Provincial Bargaining Team and the Provincial Executive reject any settlement that includes concessions to evaluation, dismissal of less than satisfactory performance or preparation time. That the PRDTU Executive recommends that the Provincial Government pressure the employer to reach a fair and reasonable settlement with the teachers before June 30, 2006. Princeton District Teachers' Union General Meeting That members of the Princeton District Teachers' Union reject BCPSEA's settlement offer of Tuesday June 20, 2006". Queen Charlotte District Teachers’ Association That we reject the June 20 BCPSEA offer. Quesnel District Teachers’ Association Executive Committee unanimously rejected the offer put forward by BCPSEA and unanimously voted to support the bargaining team. Richmond Teacher’s Association The Richmond Teacher’s Association Executive urges BCPSEA and the provincial government to negotiate a fair settlement for BC teachers before June 30th 2006, one that will help improve relationships in the public education sector and show respect for teachers and for the work they do. Revelstoke Teachers’ Association General Meeting That the Revelstoke Teachers’ Association strongly rejects the June 20 BCPSEA contract offer and expresses its firm support for our bargaining team. South Okanagan Similkameen Teachers’ Union That the SOSTU stands behind the BCTF bargaining team in their rejection of the June 20/06 BCPSEA contract offer and fully supports the bargaining team in their efforts to attain a fair settlement which addresses the working conditions and economic needs of the teachers of British Columbia. Stikine Teachers’ Association Executive Committee Unequivocally rejected BCPSEA’s latest bargaining proposal in the strongest possible terms. Surrey Teachers’ Association The Surrey Teachers’ Association Executive unequivocally supports the BCTF Bargaining Team & Executive decision to reject BCPSEA’s June 20th contract proposal, with its less than satisfactory wage increase and contract stripping proposals. Terrace District Teachers’ Union Executive and Staff Reps That the TDTU Executive reject the June 20th proposal from the BC Public School Employers’ Association. That the TDTU Executive is in full support of the BCTF Provincial Bargaining team. Ucluelet-Tofino Teachers' Union The executive committee of UTTU rejects the June 20 proposal from the BC Public Employers' Association and would like to convey our 100% support for the BCTF bargaining team.” Upper Skeena Teachers UST is in support of the provincial bargaining team. UST supports the provincial bargaining team in its rejection of the employers’ June 20th offer. Vancouver Elementary School Teachers' Association That VESTA reject the June 20 offer from BCPSEA.” (Executive Committee) Vancouver Island North Teachers' Association That the Vinta E.C. reject the BCPSEA proposal of June 20.” Vancouver Island West Teachers’ Union THAT the VIWTU Executive Committee stand united behind the BCTF Bargaining team in their rejection of the BCPSEA contract offer of June 20th and fully support the bargaining team in their efforts to reach a fair settlement for British Columbia’s Teachers. Vancouver Secondary Teachers' Association That the VSTA Council rejects the employer's offer of June 20,2206. That VSTA Council recommend that the Provincial Bargaining Team and the Provincial Executive reject any settlement that includes concessions to evaluation, dismissal for less than satisfactory performance or preparation time.” Vernon Teachers' Association Staff reps from Local 22 Vernon unanimously passed a motion unequivocally rejecting BCPSEA's latest bargaining proposal in the strongest possible terms.” West Vancouver Teachers’ Association Local executive meeting passed a motion rejecting the most recent offer by government/BCPSEA at the bargaining table. Windermere Teachers’ Association The Executive Committee, including staff reps from every school The WTA Executive Committee strongly rejects the June 20 contract offer of BCPSEA, and reaffirms support for the BCTF Bargaining Team in its efforts to negotiate a fair contract for teachers by June 30. About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=19076&printPage=true,BCTF News Releases  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2009 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE August 24, 2009 Arbitration award shows government's class-size legislation has failed - Lanzinger On Friday August 21, arbitrator James Dorsey released a thorough 354-page decision about class size and class composition that highlights the government’s failure to live up to its own legislation and refusal to properly fund public education in British Columbia, BCTF President Irene Lanzinger said today. “This award is the most definitive analysis of the government’s 2006 class-size legislation,” said Lanzinger. “The arbitration award shows the government’s decision to strip the right to bargain class size and support levels for students with special needs from collective agreements has hurt our public education system. This government imposed limits on school boards but did not provide any new funding to get the job done. As a result, there are actually more overcrowded classes today than before the 2005 strike.” The arbitration was based on a series of grievances by the BC Teachers’ Federation from the 2006–07 and 2007–08 school years. In all, teachers grieved 546 classes from the 2006–07 school year, and 1,122 classes from the 2007–08 school year that violated the limits set by government legislation. During the arbitration process, both the union and BC Public School Employers’ Association agreed to choose representative schools to make their arguments. The BCTF argued that classes violated the legislated limits and school principals failed to adequately consult with individual teachers as required by law. The arbitrator found that school boards violated the School Act in 21 of the 81 representative classes because consultations were inadequate or there was not a reasonably held opinion the classes were appropriate for student learning. The arbitrator has reserved his right to set remedies if the two parties are unable to agree on them at a later date. “Class size and the number of students with special needs in that class is a fundamental aspect of any learning environment,” said Lanzinger. “In far too many cases, the limits are being ignored, and principals, forced by budget restraints, are signing off on classes that teachers don’t believe are appropriate for student learning. With this decision, the arbitrator ruled if the class-size limit of 30 or 3 children with special needs per class is exceeded, there must be genuine consultation with the teacher. Currently that is not happening and the minister of education needs to step in and provide clarity about what that consultation should look like.” Beginning on page 139 of the award, Mr. Dorsey outlines his analysis and decisions, including information on the individual schools selected by both parties. In one example, Thornhill Elementary School in Terrace, Mr. Dorsey ruled that the school’s principal and the district’s superintendent both failed to ensure adequate consultations occurred. At Hastings Elementary Community School in Vancouver, Mr. Dorsey ruled that, “there was no meaningful, informed dialogue between the principal and teacher about the organization of each class.” “Teachers across BC share the same desire as principals, trustees, and other partners to provide the best education possible for every student,” said Lanzinger. “But the government’s refusal to improve and properly fund their own legislation has put districts and school administrators in an untenable situation with teachers and students forced to deal with the consequences.” You can find a copy of the entire award at http://www.bctf.ca/uploadedFiles/Public/BargainingContracts/ArbitrationAwards/ ClassSizeAndComposition2006-08Award.pdf -  30  - For more information, contact Rich Overgaard, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell).)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7048,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 5, March 2006 Major win on class-size arbitration The BCTF has won a significant arbitration on class-size limits. The BC Public School Employers’ Association had taken a number of positions that were potentially harmful to students and to education. One of the most bizarre positions of BCPSEA was that the employer had to adhere to legislated class-size limits only on one day a year, September 30. At one point the arbitrator characterized the position of BCPSEA as "quite unconvincing." The decision of arbitrator Don Munroe represents a significant win for the Federation. A preliminary review of the award shows that the arbitrator ruled in favour of the union on the following points: The school district must be in compliance with the statutory maximums and averages by September 30. Thereafter, compliance is a continuing obligation throughout the school year. Kindergarten/primary split and primary/intermediate split classes must adhere to the maximums for Kindergarten (22) and primary (24). In determining the class-size aggregates for Kindergarten and 13 classes "rounding down" in order to achieve compliance is not permitted. The union is not required to identify an express provision in the collective agreement in order to show a breach of the maximums and/or averages. This arbitration once again confirms that class-size limits in legislation are enforceable by teachers. It also illustrates why it is nearly impossible to negotiate an agreement with BCPSEA. – Peter Owens Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/BCMEA/News/Entries/2011/11/9_Dr._Dennis_Tupman.html,BCMEA News for Members Â  Â  Â  BCMEA News for Members Â  Dr. Dennis Tupman Â  It is with great pleasure and pride that I share this emerging news from the University of Victoria. A media release was issued this week from the Office of the President on behalf of the University Senate who have elected to confer a very special degree upon an Honourary Life Member of the BCMEA. Mark Reid, BCMEA President and CMEA Vice-President will be in attendance on behalf of members to show support and appreciation for Dennis Tupman's distinguished career of advocacy, leadership, and music. UVIC MEDIA RELEASE An Honorary Doctor of Laws will be conferred upon Dennis Tupman during ceremony #1 on Wednesday, November 9, 2011 at 10:00 a.m. Dennis Tupman is regarded as Canada's greatest ambassador and advocate for music education. Born in Victoria, he attended the Provincial Normal School (for student teachers) before going to the University of British Columbia for his Bachelor and Master of Education degrees. He taught music, English and Math in Kitimat from 1957-71 before accepting the role of district principal for the performing arts at the Vancouver School Board. Mr. Tupman has been a role model for teachers, administrators and communities through his eloquent defense of the value of arts in the community. His tireless advocacy led him, at various times, to be president of the B.C. Music Educators Association, the Canadian Music Educators Association, and the B.C. Choral Federation. He has adjudicated numerous music festivals throughout the province. His past honours include the Governor General's Award for Lifetime Arts Leadership, a crowning achievement on a career that was defined by his belief in all of the arts â€“ not only music â€“ as integral to a well-rounded education. In retirement, Mr. Tupman continues to be a regular contributor to Canadian Music Educator magazine and he plays alto saxophone in his hometown "100 Mile House Community Band." Photo courtesy of UVic Photographic Services Wednesday, November 9, 2011 Welcome About Us News Conference and Pro-D Communications Join Honour Ensembles Â  Â  next > < previous)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Foster parents are ordinary people engaged in extraordinary acts of kindness. Join the team! http://t.co/6jUkcsOp6V" @Teresa_Wat - 04:31pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11150&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2002 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 14, Number 5, March 2002 Come on in—The water’s fine by Moira Mackenzie Community support for public education is escalating. "Are you a teacher? You have my respect! Just keep telling it like it is!" The day after our province-wide protest, when I was in a restaurant, an elderly gentleman having coffee overheard my conversation with the server, leapt up from his table, and raced over to say those words to me. He said he wasn’t a teacher and wasn’t connected to teachers in any way, but just needed to let me know that he agreed with our message and supported us in our struggle with the government. I am not alone in seeing a sudden switch in public opinion; many colleagues are telling stories of spontaneous actions of support for teachers and our efforts to defend public education. In my staff role as community-outreach contact, I can certainly testify to the fact that an increasing number of parents and concerned members of the public are making contact with the BCTF, asking for information and for ideas about what they can do to help. The number of calls and e-mails has gone up since the passage of Bills 27 and 28 and our Day of Protest. Support is building, and we now need to encourage every teacher to play a role in community mobilization, whether it is formally helping to organize forums and actions or informally talking up the issues with parents, friends, relatives, and neighbours. At times in the fall, it was difficult to get the message out to the public. The focus, in large part, was on our bargaining proposals, and sometimes we felt our voices were alone. But, now, as the government assault broadens to hit more and more people in B.C., there is a definite affiliation with what teachers have to say. The noise from communities in B.C. is growing louder, and we now have many echoes when we talk about the danger of this government’s agenda. By drawing parallels with what is happening in healthcare, another area where the government promise of protection is wearing awfully thin, we can talk about the issues of programs and service cuts, instability, privatization, inequality of access, and dwindling resources. We can talk about the dangers of driving professionals away from the province when we are facing a looming shortage. We can speak of the importance of defending a quality public education system for all versus allowing a two-tiered education system with have and have-not students, schools, districts, or regions in our province. People all around B.C. are coming together to defend their communities, with public education being a key component in their vision of a strong, healthy community. The tide is turning, and we need to be sure that we teachers, with our talent for communicating and organizing, play a key role in building the wave of opposition to the government’s agenda. We know from polling that teachers are the most credible source of information about schools. Come on in; the water’s fine. Moira Mackenzie is an assistant director in the BCTF’s Professional Development Division.)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "RT @nationalpost: Tories' temporary foreign worker overhaul is 'tragically misdirected': Christy Clark http://t.co/EV5YPyV9lC" @John_Yap - 02:49pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/Blum2400/status/512654656385060864?screen_name=Blum2400&id=512654656385060864,Brittany Jeanne on Twitter: "In line to vote! #crazy #bced http://t.co/yPO95nsmES" টুইটার অনুসন্ধান অনুসন্ধান টুইটার খুঁজুন সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ ভাষা : বাংলা. हिन्दी Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন টুইটার-এ নতুন ? আজই যোগদান করুন » সাইন ইন করুন ফোন, ইমেল বা ব্যবহারকারীর নাম পাসওয়ার্ড সাইন ইন আমাকে মনে রাখুন পাসওয়ার্ড ভুলে গেছেন? ইতিমধ্যে আপনি কি টেক্সট বার্তার মাধ্যমে টুইটার ব্যবহার করছেন? অনুসরণ অনুসরণ করা কর্মসমূহ:অনুসরণ না করা অবরুদ্ধ অবরোধ মুক্ত মুলতুবি বাতিল Brittany Jeanne ‏ @Blum2400 ১৮ সেপ্টেম্বর In line to vote! #crazy #bced pic.twitter.com/yPO95nsmES প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট পুনঃটুইটগুলি ৩ প্রিয়১ ১০:২৯ পূর্বাহ্ণ - ১৮ সেপ্টেম্বর, ২০১৪ সম্পর্কিত শিরোনামসমূহ Back to school, back to dealing with school issues The Globe and Mail @globeandmail Erin Smeed ‏ @ErinSmeed ১৮ সেপ্টেম্বর @Blum2400 @GlobeBC and some say @bctf doesn't represent teachers - we are the bctf! #bced সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Brittany Jeanne থেকে কোন আপডেট মিস্ করবেন না © 2014 টুইটার সম্বন্ধে সহায়তা বিজ্ঞপ্তি তথ্য বন্ধ মিডিয়াটিকে চিহ্নিত করুন এটি ইতিমধ্যে সংবেদনশীল কন্টেন্ট ধারণকারী হিসাবে চিহ্নিত হয়েছে। পতাকা তুলুন এটি সম্ভাব্যরূপে অবৈধ বিষয়বস্তুর ধারণকারী হিসেবে। সমর্পণ করা বাতিল মিডিয়াকে চিহ্নিত করা সম্পর্কে আরো জানুন খারিজ বন্ধ পূর্ববর্তী পরবর্তী বন্ধ একজন ব্যক্তির প্রোফাইলে যান সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ বন্ধ আপনার অনুসরণকারীদের এই পুনঃটুইটটি পাঠাবেন? বাতিল পুনঃটুইট বন্ধ আপনি কি নিশ্চিত যে এই টুইট মুছে দিতে চান? বাতিল মুছে ফেলুন বন্ধ রোধ করন বাতিল রোধ করন আপনার টুইটসমুহে একটি অবস্থান যুক্ত করুন যখন একটি অবস্থানের সঙ্গে আপনার টুইট করেন, টুইটার সেই অবস্থান সংরক্ষণ করে। প্রত্যেক টুইটের আগে আপনি আপনার অবস্থান চালু / বন্ধ করতে পারেন, এবং যে কোনও সময় আপনি আপনার অবস্থানের ইতিহাস মুছে ফেলতে পারেন। আরো জানুন অবস্থান চালু করুন এখন নয় স্থান বন্ধ করুন বন্ধ প্রোফাইল সারসংক্ষেপ বন্ধ আপনার তালিকাসমূহ বন্ধ একটি নতুন তালিকা তৈরি করুন নাম তালিকা বিবরণ 100 অক্ষরের কম, ঐচ্ছিক তালিকাসমূহ:গোপনীয়তা সাধারণ · যে কেউ এই তালিকা অনুসরণ করতে পারেন ব্যক্তিগত · শুধুমাত্র আপনিই এই তালিকায় প্রবেশ করতে পারবেন তালিকা সংরক্ষণ করুন বন্ধ বন্ধ এই টুইট স্থাপিত কর আপনার নীচের ওয়েবসাইটে কোডটি অনুলিপি দ্বারা এই টুইট যোগ করুন * আরও জানুন হুম, সার্ভারে পৌঁছনোর একটি সমস্যা ছিল। পরে আবার চেষ্টা করবেন? প্রকৃত টুইট অন্তর্ভুক্ত করুন অন্তর্ভুক্ত মিডিয়া প্রাকদর্শন বন্ধ টুইটারে নিবন্ধন করুন টুইটারে নেই? নিবন্ধন করুন, আপনির পছন্দের বিষয়গুলির সাথে যুক্ত হন, এবং তাদের বিষয়ে হালনাগাদ পান। একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন » বন্ধ দুটি উপায় (প্রেরণ এবং গ্রহণ) শর্ট কোড: দেশ কোড গ্রাহকদের জন্য মার্কিন যুক্তরাষ্ট্র 40404 (যে কোন) কানাডা 21212 (যে কোন) যুক্তরাজ্য 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM হাইতি 40404 Digicel, Voila আয়ারল্যান্ড 51210 Vodafone, O2 ভারত 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance ইন্দোনেশিয়া 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » অন্য দেশসমুহের এসএসএস সংক্ষিপ্ত কোড দেখুন বন্ধ নিশ্চিতকরণ)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2011/11/is-bill-33-discriminatory.html?showComment0751321383194177,Staffroom Confidential: Is Bill 33 discriminatory? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Friday, November 11, 2011 Is Bill 33 discriminatory? The Victoria Confederacy of Parent Advisory Councils (VCPAC) has taken the position that Bill 33 is discriminatory. In addition, they lobbied the Greater Victoria School District to refrain from publishing statistics on how many classes exceed the limits in Bill 33 of more than three students with special needs. Prior to this year, Victoria has reported every year that over 300 classes exceed these limits. The VCPAC set of questions to Trustee candidates running for the Board included this question: "VCPAC’s position on limiting the number of students of any particular classification from being included in a classroom is that it is discriminatory. If the classification was ethnicity, VCPAC believes that everyone would recognize the practice for what it truly is; prejudice. Do you believe that the practice of discriminating against a group of students for the purpose of lobbying the government for additional funding is justified? Based on your answer, how can the publishing of statistics about classrooms that have more than three students with individual education plans be acceptable?" It saddens me terribly that VCPAC takes this position. Unwittingly, they are supporting fewer resources for schools and students, and fewer opportunities for those students who need them the most. Moreover, they are suggesting that parents and the public be denied the information about the class organization in their schools. EQUITY VERSUS EQUALITY At the heart of the error is a failure to distinguish between equity and equality. I believe that every student deserves an equal opportunity to be successful. The reality is that what each student needs to be successful is different. What a student with Autism needs is different from what a student who is gifted needs. Some students require supports that cost more money, some require less. Some students come to our schools living in poverty, and some come with many resources provided by their parents and families. Funding should not be equal - it should be targeted. It should be organized to ensure that every student gets adequate funding for their particular needs. This will be different for different students. It is a mistake to think that an equal amount of resources should be directed towards each student. Students who have been designated with a physical or learning disability deserve extra. They deserve additional resources to ensure that by the end of their schooling, they have had an equal opportunity to be successful. If we acknowledge that students learn at different rates and in different ways, then we must acknowledge that it will take different amounts of resources to educate each child. When teachers had "class composition" limits in their collective agreement, this was to ensure adequate resources for those students who were identified through testing as requiring additional resources. Teachers work on average 49 hours per week. If 10 of those hours are available for preparation, assessment and assistance to students who require extra support, individualized lessons, and more one-on-one teacher time, then it makes a big difference if the teacher has three of those students in a class versus nine. If there are three students requiring additional support, the teacher has 3 hours per week to devote to each student. If there are nine students requiring additional support, the teacher has 1 hour per week per student. Thus, placing a "limit" on the class composition has one sole purpose - to ensure a minimal standard for each student requiring additional support. When those limits are exceeded, that support is not there. The teacher can't simply find more and more hours in a week. The result is that each student suffers. This is what is happening in the 300 classes that are over the limit every year in Victoria schools. Teacher time is a finite resource, and when a teacher has more students to teach, or more students with additional needs to teach, the allocation of time per student decreases. If the limit of three students per class were actually observed, there would be more classes, with more teachers. Every child in the entire system would benefit. Resources in school systems should not be assigned equally to every student. They should be organized to prioritize resources to those students who require additional assistance and extra planning and time. This is not "equal", but it is the most "equitable". Is this discriminatory? Not in the sense that racism or sexism is discriminatory, as the VCPAC suggests. Its purpose is not to further disenfranchise those already behind in learning. In fact it is the opposite. Its purpose is to ensure that those who come to school requiring more resources to be successful automatically have those resources. Is this "prejudice"? Absolutely not. It is differential treatment for the purpose of enhancing services to those who need additional learning resources. Without such differential treatment, students with special needs would not be successful and would not have equal and fair opportunity to an education. This differential treatment is for the very purpose of eliminating prejudicial treatment with respect to access to a full and complete education. Prior to the 1980's, children with special needs were segregated into separate schools. When parents first contested this discriminatory treatment of students with special needs under the Charter of Rights, the Courts recognized each child's right to an equal educational opportunity. They found that all students must have access to an equal educational opportunity in their home (neighborhood) school. This meant that in some schools, for some students, extra money was spent. If a student in a wheelchair needed an elevator, that school installed an elevator - no matter if this is an expenditure above and beyond the normal school budget. The Courts understood that for equal opportunity to occur, there would be a need for differentiated spending. Class composition limits such as those in Bill 33 and in previous contract language serve the same purpose. They ensure additional time and resources for students with special needs so that inclusion is meaningful and real. They require that resources are redirected so that enough classes are set so that every class has a teacher with the time to focus on each and every student, including those with special needs. VCPAC should reconsider their approach. They are doing a dis-service to those children for whom they should most be advocating for. They are hiding information from the public when they should be trying to ensure open and transparent governance by our Trustees. They are inadvertently supporting a position that will lead to less funding and less support for all students.  Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 6:27 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 8 comments: Kathy CouchNovember 11, 2011 at 7:03 PM Couldn't have said it better myself, Tara.ReplyDelete bgilgoffNovember 11, 2011 at 7:36 PM On the other hand, if the provincial government would start funding education at a level that is appropriate and necessary, perhaps there wouldn't be the same need to scrounge for money for every kind of special need and this wouldn't even be such an issue. Too bad that this chronic underfunding is pitting parent groups against teacher groups. When will it end?ReplyDelete Diane McNallyNovember 11, 2011 at 8:19 PM Well said. It appears (Nov 11 Vic News) that only one candidate takes the (unrepresentative) VCPAC position, and that candidate has been a no show at every all candidates meeting. The biased VCPAC questions were sent to all candidates around November 1. VCPAC has posted candidate replies, I assume, and I posted my answers on my blog as well, Lined Paper: http://lined-paper.com/ReplyDelete Starla AndersonNovember 11, 2011 at 8:57 PM I am in complete agreement with Tara's analysis. To realize our public school goal of equality of opportunity for all children, we need to recognize that equality of treatment does not mean the same treatment (R.S. Peters: Ethics and Education). When we identify students who have special needs, or whose cultural background is not evident in the mainstream culture of the schools, it is our responsibility to accommodate these students by developing pedagogies, courses, and programs that will support their aspirations to learn. The Ministry has been advocating for these changes for the past twenty years, but the changes are slow in coming despite the commitment of many educators. As with support for students with special needs, a financial commitment on the part of the Ministry is necessary to implement initiatives that have already been taken around the province. Starla Anderson, retired secondary school teacherReplyDelete LGTNovember 11, 2011 at 11:07 PM Unbelievable! I am shocked that VCPAC has taken this positon because as you said it is a great dis-service to all students and especially those with special needs, to look at Bill 33 as being 'discriminatory.' When will the public wake up and get real and be informed as to what is going on here? I appreciate all of your information Tara and I post your blogs and try to talk to people about what is happening. It is shameful how unaware the public is and of course it is because there is no investigative reporting happening anymore by the newspapers or TV... I hope that you sent this blog to the VCPAC.ReplyDelete Deborah NohrNovember 12, 2011 at 5:51 PM Bill 33 is not well understood by many parents. More and more teachers understand it now, in 2011, because they are living it every day in their classroom.I do not believe the VCPAC position was developed through an appropriate process of consultation with the full parent population at each school.Of the 100s of parents I have now spoken to, none have expressed this position in our conversation.ReplyDelete Ian WenigerNovember 15, 2011 at 10:53 AM Victoria parents who moved this must have thinking about trustee elections. But such a position is completely foreign to the beliefs of parents I've met in Vancouver.ReplyDelete Linda BeavenNovember 16, 2011 at 11:41 AM I suppose you could look at extra funding for special needs as discriminating against kids without special needs and all students should receive the level of funding that is provided for special needs students. That would be "equal"ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ▼  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ▼  November (8) LRB dismisses BCPSEA application 19th century labour relations for 21st century edu... Change sweeps across many BC school Boards Victoria Trustee candidates - My voting card Is Bill 33 discriminatory? Pearson-alized learning: Guest commentary on #bced... Smartphones or saxophones? bcedplan gets it wrong Teacher activism: Keeping BC's education system st... ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/news/help-families/,Help for Families | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate NewsHelp for Families Helping Parents Plan ForA Potential Teachers' Strike August 26, 2014 Help for Families A Teachers’ Strike is the last thing anyone wants. It is a massive disruption to students, teachers, and families with effects felt throughout the province. What we do want to see is teachers and students back in their classrooms this September. Our passion for finding this solution is the reason we are focused on negotiating an agreement that will not only work today, but one that will work for years to come. Classrooms throughout British Columbia are recognized for having some of the best outcomes in the world, and we intend to keep it that way. Learn more about how BC Schools are leading the way on a Canada-wide level as well as throughout OECD countries. Unfortunately, this is not an easy task. While we want to reach a labour agreement as soon as possible, we recognize that if one is not reached job action may continue into September. Should this happen, families throughout our province will immediately feel the effects. This is why we’ve set up a contingency plan. The Temporary Education Support for Parents will provide some financial relief to parents in the event of a continued strike. Families can apply for this at BCParentInfo.ca, but remember, this is not mandatory. We know that not all families are in need, but we also know that for some, this temporary relief will be a huge help in easing the financial burden that comes with securing additional child care. Families that are not in need and would rather the money stay in the education system can leave their payment unclaimed. By alleviating some of the stress some families will experience, we are able to continue fighting for the future of your children’s education. Additionally, BCParentInfo.ca provides families with up-to-date information on the status of the strike as well as access to further resources surrounding extended job action. Online learning resources for parents are included to help families keep their children engaged in age-appropriate learning activities while schools remain behind picket lines. Remember parents, this resource is for you. Share it amongst your fellow parents to ensure that no one is left in the dark. Finding a deal and getting students and teachers back to school for September is this government’s top priority, but that doesn’t mean we shouldn’t be prepared. It is very important that we mitigate the effect this has on our children and our families. Please visit BCParentInfo.ca to learn about the strike, apply for Temporary Education Support for Parents, and stay updated. We remain hopeful that an agreement can be reached soon. Join the Party bcliberals last tweet "RT @BCLions: 15 minutes! Got a question for Wally? Send it in using #AskaLion. @CFL #ROAR" @bcliberals - 09:47pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "The only kind of orange we support around here ;) #BeautifulBritishColumbia " facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 1st Like BC Liberal Party Christy Clark Follow Featured Articles Sep 19BCTF Members Ratify Agreement Sep 17Education Update: A Message from Premier Christy Clark Sep 4Frequently Asked Questions Upcoming Events Oct 2BC Women's Network Event - North Shore Oct 3Tri-Cities Fundraiser Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=21549,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > September 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 23, Number 1, September 2010   Playing with numbers... By Margaret White   Ministry reclassifies some administrators as teachers, inflating the teacher–administrator ratio The 2010 Teacher Statistics report is now available on the ministry’s reporting website for the province and for individual school districts. When BCTF Research compared the 2009–10 provincial data to previous reports, we were surprised to learn that the teacher-administrator ratio was significantly higher in 2009–10 (11.42) compared to BCTF’s calculation for 2008–09 (9.57). Upon further investigation, BCTF Research discovered that the new ministry report showed considerably more FTE teachers and considerably fewer FTE administrators than the figures shown for comparable years in the 2009 Teacher Statistics report (See Table 1). The ministry did not provide any explanation as to why the figures for teachers and administrators were revised in 2010. In hopes of solving this mystery, we compared the definitions for teachers and administrators described in the 2009 Teacher Statistics report to the definitions in the ministry’s 2010 reporting page. It appears that as of 2010, administrators include only principals, vice-principals, and directors of instruction. Other district administrative staffing categories (supervisors of instruction, teacher consultants, co-ordinators, helping teachers, other instructional support, testing & assessment, professional staff) are apparently now reclassified and counted as teachers. The result is an increase in the number of FTE teachers that is exactly offset by a decrease in the number of FTE administrators and a higher teacher-administrator ratio, when compared to figures in the 2009 report. So what are the implications of this change? Lots of measurement problems. It is going to be difficult in the future to compare teacher–administrator numbers and ratios historically. Confusion may also arise in comparing numbers and ratios reported on by various sources prior to 2010. It is important to be aware, when comparing 2010 figures to earlier reports that the higher teacherr–administrator ratio reflects a qualitative shift in how teachers and administrators are defined in 2010. A positive outcome to this definition change is that district instructional staff providing support to schools may be less vulnerable to job loss when boards reduce administrative costs to offset budget shortfalls. On the downside, learning specialist teachers are especially vulnerable to job loss and role fragmentation as FTE assignments are whittled away with each subsequent budget year. These newly defined “non-enrolling” teachers will likely be subject to similar pressures. The sad news in these reports is that whichever set of figures you use, teaching employment is on the decline in British Columbia. To locate 2010 Teacher Statistics reports, see the ministry’s reporting page: www.bced.gov.bc.ca/reporting/prov_data_summary.php. For 2009 provincial and district figures, see BCTF Research report Teacher–Administrator ratios: A decade of change, Table 1 at: bctf.ca/uploadedFiles/Publications/Research_reports/2009TD01.pdf   Table 1: Province–Teacher–Administrator Ratios (FTE): 2005-6 to 2009-10  Year  Teachers (FTE)  Administrators (FTE)  Teacher/Admin Ratio    2010 report   2009 report  2009 report  2010 report  2010 report  2009 report  2004-05 – 30,179.90 – 2,965.90 – 10.18 2005-06 31,006.9 30,583.00 2,693.9 3,117.80 11.51 9.81 2006-07 31,221.9 30,759.40 2,743.7 3,206.20 11.38 9.59 2007-08 31,049.4 30,573.50 2,751.6 3,227.40 11.28 9.47 2008-09 30,867.3 30,408.10 2,718.1 3,177.30 11.36 9.57 2009-10 30,393.0 – 2,660.7 – 11.42 – BCTF Research table with figures from: BC Ministry of Education. Teacher Statistics 2009/10, ProvinceñPublic Schools, Feb. 2010. Teacher Statistics: 2004/05–2008/09. Full-year Summary Report, Province-Public Schools, Jan. 2009.   – Margaret White, BCTF Research   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/DidYouKnow.aspx?id=21892,Did You Know 4, January 2011  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Did You Know archives 2013–14  2012–13  2011-12    2010–11  2009–10     Home > Publications > Newsletters and Alerts > Did You Know > 2010-11 Archives   Did You Know?  PDF format  Class size stagnates or worsens Province-wide class-size averages   Kindergarten  Grade 1-3  Grade 4-7  Grade 8-12  2010-11 18.3 20.7 25.9 25.1 2009-10 17.8 20.7 26.0 24.8 2008-09 17.7 20.6 25.8 24.4 2007-08 17.4 20.4 25.8 24.4 2006-07 17.5 20.3 25.8 24.4 Provincial class-size and composition data   Classes having more than 3 students with IEPs  % of total class in BC  Classes having more than 30 students  % of total classes in BC  Total number of classes BC-wide  2010-11 11,959 17.7 3,229 4.8 67,473 2008-09 10,985 16.1 3,336 4.9 68,357 2007-08 10,313 15.0 3,179 4.6 68,693 2006-07 9,559 13.9 3,257 4.7 68,665 Source: Ministry of Education website: www.bced.gov.bc.ca/reporting  No. 4 - JANUARY 2011 Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141007,www.huffingtonpost.ca,http://www.huffingtonpost.ca/2012/11/13/sun-news-mandatory-carriage-crtc_n_2122391.html,Sun News Mandatory Carriage Application: Network Seeks To Be Part Of Basic Cable Package View mobile site October 7, 2014 Huffpost Canada Business ca Edition: ca Show/Hide Brasil BR Canada CA Deutschland DE España ES France FR Italia IT 日本 (Japan) JP 한국 (Korea) KR Maghreb MG United Kingdom UK United States US Region: ALL Show/Hide All Canada Alberta British Columbia Québec (en français) Follow Newsletters Get Canada BusinessNewsletters Email address Enter Email Address Huffington Post Search Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search iOS app Android app More Log in Create Account Notifications 0 $USERNAME Profile Settings Logout FRONT PAGE Politics Ford Still Doesn't Understand Racism 51 Kenney Posts Photos Of Iraqi Children To Make Case For ISIL Airstrikes 91 Clinton: Canadian Help In ISIL Fight 'Indispensable' 44 Unvetted Judge Joins Supreme Court 42 Canada Sends Advance Team To Middle East 109 Go to Politics More in Politics The Pulse Stephen Harper You Might Also Like US Politics UK Politics Business Porn Company Has A Raunchy Deal For Air Canada Pilots 3 Sun News Just Lost Its Main Source Of Content; What Now? 48 Canadian Cities Surprisingly Unpopular Destinations For Workers 0 This Is How You Rack Up U.S. Roaming Charges While In Canada 14 Look What China Might Actually Build 47 Go to Business More in Business Small Business Money You Might Also Like Tech TechCrunch Autoblog WorldPost Spanish Nurse First To Contract Ebola Outside West Africa 514 It's Been 3 Weeks Since Anyone's Seen Kim And Rumors Are Swirling 91 3 New Findings On ISIS Weapons That You Should Know About 0 WHO: More Cases Of Ebola In Europe Unavoidable 128 Turkish President Says Syrian Town Under Islamic State Siege Is About To Fall 171 Go to WorldPost More in WorldPost Foreign Affairs World Elections Arab Uprising Afghanistan War Syria Crisis You Might Also Like Travel Impact Living 100 Pumpkin Carvings That Will Inspire You 0 Fried Maple Leaves Are A Delicacy In Japan, And We're Jealous 6 WATCH: HuffPost Readers School Us On Toronto's Real Must-Eats 2 Toronto Dubbed Fourth Most Livable City In The World 0 33 Signs You Live In Liberty Village 1 Go to Living You Might Also Like Healthy Living Food Recipes Divorce Women Parentdish Green Post50 Weddings Style Best Halloween Costumes For Men And Women 0 Most Offensive Products In Retail 3 JLaw Goes Topless For Vanity Fair 0 Bridesmaid Dresses You'll Wear Again 0 Canadian Model Coco Rocha Is Pregnant! 4 Go to Style More in Style Beauty Fashion Celeb Style Entertaining and Etiquette Stylelist Canada Wedding Style Home Style You Might Also Like Style (U.S.) Weddings Stylelist Canada Entertainment '7th Heaven' Star Reportedly Confesses To Child Molestation On Tape 382 Beyonce & Nicki Minaj Are Straight Up 'Flawless' In Paris Performance 19 Jennifer Lawrence Breaks Her Silence On Nude Photo Hack 0 Kendra Wilkinson Gets Candid About Those Cheating Rumors 14 Kris Jenner Opens Up About The Late Robert Kardashian 6 Go to Entertainment You Might Also Like Music Celebrity TV Moviefone Arts The Glamorous History Of Pin-Up Like You've Never Seen It Before 3 1 Here Are A Bunch Of F*cking Delightful Artsy Cat Photos. You're Welcome. 3 This Is What It Really Looks Like To Be A Modern Day Nun 8 New Animation-Inspired Art Show Will Make You Yearn For Saturday Morning Cartoons 0 Go to Arts You Might Also Like Books Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Religion Alberta 20 Puppies Found Abandoned In Field 6 Anti-Abortion Postcard Targets Tory MP.. Again 25 Mystery 'GPO Girl' Turns Up In Calgary 0 Dozens Of Dead Cats Found, Another 62 Euthanized 0 No Drinks For You, Cardston 0 Go to Alberta More in Alberta Alberta Politics Alberta Business Alison Redford Calgary Edmonton British Columbia B.C. Teen Killed By Train Was Wearing Headphones, Texting: RCMP 13 Anthem Singer's Fall Is Lesson In Showmanship 3 Pastafarian Loses B.C. Driver's Licence Over Holy Colander 0 Elderly Asian Women Attacked In Vancouver 0 Lawyers Of Convicted Surrey Six Gangsters Want Mistrial 3 Go to British Columbia More in British Columbia B.C. Politics B.C. Business Christy Clark Vancouver All Sections News Canada Politics Canada Business US Politics US Business World Media Sports Education Crime Weird News Good News Daily Finance Entertainment Entertainment Music TV Celebrity Comedy Arts Books Moviefone Life & Style Living Style Home Healthy Living Taste Weddings Travel Parents Divorce HuffPost 50 Marlo Thomas OWN Tech & Science Tech Science Green Techcrunch Engadget TUAW Joystiq Voices Impact Women Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Religion College Teen Local Quebec (French) Calgary Montreal Ottawa Toronto Vancouver Winnipeg Mapquest Patch.com Our Mobile Apps: iPhone iPad HuffPost Live iPad Android Phone Android Tablet Business Small Business Money TechCrunch Autoblog Porn Company Has A Raunchy Deal For Air Canada Pilots 2014-10-06 12:22:11 Sun News Just Lost Its Main Source Of Content; What Now? 2014-10-06 16:54:32 Look What China Might Actually Build 2014-10-05 11:04:11 Massive Canadian Newspaper Buyout 2014-10-06 08:44:54 WestJet Encore About To Shake Up Canadian Regional Flying 2014-10-05 12:14:06 This Is How You Rack Up U.S. Roaming Charges While In Canada 2014-10-06 17:00:12 Canadian Cities Surprisingly Unpopular Destinations For Workers 2014-10-07 08:59:53 This Is Why People Are Getting Frustrated With Real Estate Agents 2014-10-04 09:04:39 LOOK: 7 Iconic Toronto Stores That Are History 2014-10-06 13:33:22 Europe Drops 'Dirty' Label From Oilsands: Reports 2014-10-07 11:12:49 Toronto Startup Beats Google, Now Has To Fight It 2014-10-06 09:28:14 Ex-Head Of U.S. Federal Reserve Can't Even Get Mortgage Refinanced 2014-10-03 17:06:43 Germany Scraps Tuition Fees. Should We Follow? 2014-10-01 15:36:43 Another Setback For Sun News 2014-10-03 19:17:57 Expert: Worries Over Concentration Of Canadian Media 'Beside The Point' 2014-10-06 19:12:04 Previous Story Next Story Sun News Mandatory Carriage Application: Network Seeks To Be Part Of Basic Cable Package The Huffington Post Canada  | By Daniel Tencer Email Posted: 11/13/2012 12:48 pm EST Updated: 11/13/2012 3:58 pm EST Ezra Levant is shown on the Sun News Network in this still image from video. (THE CANADIAN PRESS) | CP Share Tweet 0 Email Comment tumblr stumble reddit Canadians will have to pay for the Sun News Network whether they want to watch it or not, if the channel’s parent company gets its way. Quebecor, owner of the often controversial network that launched in the spring of 2011, has applied for a “mandatory carriage” licence from the CRTC, which would require cable and satellite providers to make it a part of the basic TV channel package they offer to all customers, the telecom regulator confirmed to The Huffington Post Canada. If the CRTC approves the application, Sun News would be the only English-language news network whose carriage would be mandatory for all cable and satellite companies. This is not the first time the network has tried to get itself “shoved down our throats,” as the Globe and Mail described it. Though the channel has never applied for a Category A mandatory carriage licence before, it did apply prior to launch for a Category B digital specialty channel licence, but also asked the CRTC for “mandatory access” to Canada’s cable and satellite carriers for at least three years. The CRTC classified the network as Category C, and did not make carriage mandatory. CBC News Network and CTV News Channel are both Category C channels. UPDATE: Sun Media is arguing that it should be given "mandatory carriage" because both the CBC and CTV news stations enjoyed that status in their first years of operations. "When Newsworld launched in ’87 and when CTV Newsnet launched in ’97 they both received mandatory distribution rights from the CRTC – preferential treatment they both enjoyed for 21 and 13 years respectively. It goes without saying this helped them get established in the marketplace," Sun News marketing director Dennis Matthews wrote in an email to The Huffington Post. Matthews also argued Sun News has more Canadian content than many of the channels currently listed as mandatory. The CRTC has set no specific timeline for Sun’s new application, but said a decision would be made in 2013. The telecom regulator will hold public hearings into the application, and will issue a call for comments from the public and stakeholders. To get mandatory coverage, a broadcaster has to prove that their channel “meets meaningful programming obligations and contribute to the achievement of the objectives of the Broadcasting Act,” the CRTC website states. Among those obligations are that the channel “serves to safeguard and enrich and strengthen the cultural, political, social and economic fabric of Canada” and provides “a balance of information and entertainment content.” The criteria also require that the channel “reflect … Canada’s linguistic duality and ethno-cultural diversity, including the special place of Aboriginal people in Canadian society.” Many commenters will likely argue that the network, which features a Fox News-style lineup of right-leaning commentators who offer up divisive and sometimes controversial opinions, will not fit the CRTC’s criteria for mandatory carriage. The network also draws a much smaller audience than its competitors. In the six months ending in March, 2012, CBC News Network drew 1.4 per cent of viewers, U.S. news network CNN took 0.9 per cent, CTV News Channel attracted 0.8 per cent and Sun News brought in 0.1 per cent. The company’s move is likely an effort to shore up those underwhelming viewership numbers, and comes amid some hard times for Sun’s parent company, Quebecor, which on Tuesday announced 500 job cuts at its newspaper division, in an effort to save $45 million in costs. The company had announced 400 job cuts in the same month a year earlier. There are also reports on Twitter that the company is planning to put its newspapers behind a paywall by the end of the year, though The Huffington Post could not independently confirm that. Quebecor CEO Pierre Karl Peladeau said on Tuesday that the Sun newspapers would join the company's French-language publications in going behind a paywall, which is to be enacted before the end of the year. In charging readers for content, Sun Media will be joining the Globe and Mail, the Toronto Star and a number of Postmedia newspapers, including the Ottawa Citizen and Vancouver Sun, all of whom announced paywalls this year. Quebecor's news media division employed 5,680 people as of Dec. 31, 2011, of which 1,700 were unionized. Sun Media has 36 paid-circulation daily newspapers and six free daily newspapers as well as almost 200 community newspapers, shopping guides and other specialty publications. — With files from Althia Raj and The Canadian Press Close  Sun News Fake Citizenship Ceremony of   The segment begins with Sun News anchors Pat Bolland and Alex Pierson, who introduce the reaffirmation ceremony. "Ten new Canadians are taking their oath right now, here, at our Sun News studio in Toronto," says Pierson. Citizenship Judge Aris Babikian opens the ceremony and speaks about the meaning of citizenship in Canada. "Citizenship is much more than a list of things we are allowed to do," Babikian says. "It is a covenant between indivduals and the country they share." "By reciting the oath, you are telling your neighbours, colleagues and friends, that you want to join them in creating something great," the judge continues. "This is not a promise to be entered into lightly or for selfish reasons," the judge says. Judge Babikian then asks the assembled to reaffirm the oath of citizenship. Raising their hands, the group repeats after the judge: "I swear that I will be faithful and bear true allegiance to Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II, Queen of Canada, Her Heirs and Successors.." "..and that I will faithfully observe the laws of Canada and fulfil my duties as a Canadian citizen." The group then repeats the oath in French. Judge Babikan leads the group in an off-key rendition of O Canada. The judge then gives a certificate to each of the 10 'new' Canadians. Says host Alex Pierson: "And congratulations to all the new Canadians here. Ten of you here at Sun News Network. Finally, Canadian citizens. Wonderful to have you."  Share  Tweet  ✖ Advertisement Share this ✖ close Current Slide Close  Canada's 7 Media Giants of   Postmedia was born in 2010, when the bankrupt Canwest media chain was broken up. A consortium led by then-National Post CEO Paul Godfrey bought Canwest's newspaper assets, including the National Post, Ottawa Citizen and Calgary Herald, as well as both English-language dailies in Vancouver. Pictured: Postmedia CEO Paul Godfrey *Number denotes latest available revenue figure, for parent company Torstar's flagship property is the Toronto Star, Canada's largest newspaper. It also owns the Metroland chain of weeklies and the internationally popular Harlequin, publisher of pulp romances. Pictured: The Toronto Star building in downtown Toronto. *Number denotes latest available revenue figure, for parent company Western Canadian cable TV giant Shaw entered the media big leagues with the 2010 purchase of Canwest's broadcasting assets, including the Global TV network. The company was founded by Jim Shaw and is still controlled by his family. Pictured: CEO Brad Shaw *Number denotes latest available revenue figure, for parent company CORRECTION: An earlier version of this slide stated that Shaw had purchased Canwest's newspaper assets. It only purchased the broadcasting assets. The company had backed out of an earlier attempt to buy three CTV stations. Founded by Pierre Peladeau and run by his son, Pierre-Karl Peladeau, Quebecor owns the Sun Media and Osprey newspaper chains, as well as cable provider Videotron, Quebec TV network TVA, and a number of publishing houses. Pictured: Pierre-Karl Peladeau *Number denotes latest available revenue figure, for parent company Founded by Ted Rogers, Rogers Communications is a major player in cable TV and wireless services. The company controls Rogers Media, which operates 70 publications, 54 radio stations and a number of TV properties including CityTV and the Shopping Channel. Pictured: CEO Nadir Mohamed *Number denotes latest available revenue figure, for parent company Woodbridge is the holding company owned by the billionaire Thomson family. It controls 55 per cent of Thomson Reuters, one of the world's largest news services organizations. Woodbridge's revenue is not reported, but Thomson Reuters reported revenue of $13.8 billion in 2011. Pictured: The late Kenneth Thomson, company chairman, in Toronto in 2003. *Number denotes latest available revenue figure, for parent company BCE is one of Canada's largest corporations, and owns telephone, Internet and TV infrastructure. Its subsidary Bell Media purchased the CHUM group of radio stations in 2006, and Astral Media in 2012. The company also controls CTV, making it a dominant media player in Canada. *Number denotes latest available revenue figure, for parent company  Share  Tweet  ✖ Advertisement Share this ✖ close Current Slide More: Sun News Mandatory on Cable Sun Network Sun Media Job Cuts Sun Media Cuts 500 Jobs Sun Tv Quebecor Sun Media Crtc Crtc Sun News Photo Galleries Sun News Mandatory Carriage Sun News Crtc Sun News Mandatory Crtc Sun Media Sun Media Suggest a correction Around the Web Sun Media to cut 500 jobs Quebecor quarterly profit drops 29 per cent Quebecor Q3 Net Income Down - Quick Facts Scotia Capital Cuts Price Target on Quebecor (QBR.B)   Click here to view Conversations Conversations Most Popular Porn Company Has A Raunchy Deal For Air Canada Pilots Brazzers Sun News Just Lost Its Main Source Of Content; What Now? Canadian Cities Surprisingly Unpopular Destinations For Workers Richard Goerg via Getty Images This Is How You Rack Up U.S. Roaming Charges While In Canada Image Source via Getty Images Look What China Might Actually Build Urban Future Org / CR-Design LOOK: 7 Iconic Toronto Stores That Are History Chris Barker via Flickr | Flickr Massive Canadian Newspaper Buyout CP This Is Why People Are Getting Frustrated With Real Estate Agents HanakoCZE via Getty Images Europe Drops 'Dirty' Label From Oilsands: Reports Getty WestJet Encore About To Shake Up Canadian Regional Flying CP Company Promises To Do What Canada Post Won't Canadian Building Permits PLUNGE Peter Cade via Getty Images Russia's Largest Airline Cancels Flights To Canada ClÃ©ment Alloing - CAphotography | Flickr How CMHC Put Taxpayers On The Hook For Half A Trillion In Mortgages Getty/Photo Illustration Expert: Worries Over Concentration Of Canadian Media 'Beside The Point' CP Toronto Startup Beats Google, Now Has To Fight It CP Loonie Drops Like A Rock CP Germany Scraps Tuition Fees. Should We Follow? Miguel Villagran via Getty Images Another Setback For Sun News Co-Workers' Battle Over $50-Million Lottery Prize Comes To An End Lotto Max FOLLOW HUFFPOST Email Email Address Options HuffPost Daily Brief Business Get top stories and blog posts emailed to me each day.. Facebook HuffPost Twitter HuffPost Follow Business Follow Google Plus HuffPost Business RSS The Huffington Post Business All RSS / Feeds Phone Available on the App Store Android App on Google Play Get it at Blackberry App World Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search advertise log in make HuffPost your home page RSS careers FAQ user agreement privacy policy comment policy about us about our ads contact us Copyright ©2014 TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. "The Huffington Post" is a registered trademark of TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. All rights reserved. Part of HuffPost Business Use this form to alert a HuffPost editor about a factual or typographical error in this story. Notify message * Required * * * What kind of error is this? Choose an option Factual or typographical Comment moderation problem Rights and permissions Other * What is the correction? 0 count Describe the error here (1,000 character limit) * Type the words below so we know you are not a cyborg Sign me up for The Huffington Post's Daily Brief Thank you!)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2014/09/tentative-agreement-yes-or-no.html?showComment0751410980112509,Staffroom Confidential: Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, September 16, 2014 Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Despite what I know was a herculean effort on the part of our bargaining team, I very much hope that BC teachers will vote no to the tentative agreement. After five weeks of strike, and twelve years of legal battles, this is not the deal that will restore sanity to public education and it is not a fair deal for teachers and students. Just as teachers in Saskatchewan rejected a deal to ensure a better outcome, I hope BC teachers will consider a no vote to let our team know we have to go back to the bargaining table. Class size, composition The agreement provided a modified LIF fund starting at $75 million per year and increasing to $85 by the last year. It is for teachers only, which will mean a slight improvement in Districts where sizeable portions were spent on Education Assistants or senior District staff rather than teachers. However, in an average size District like Victoria (20,000 students, 1,000 teachers), this will translate into about 5-10 more teachers. That is one for every five schools. To put it in comparison, Justice Griffin's judgement estimated the lost funding due to lost class size language at about $330 million in current dollars. (Read more here about the proposed Education Fund.) I heard so many teachers speak up about the need to ensure that we do not return to over-crowded classes when the strike ends. This agreement does very little to alleviate what is the most pressing issue. Throwing away the court victory The agreement provides a "reopener" in the event we win on appeal our class size language. What this means is that the language returns, but is not implemented until new language is negotiated. Without the actual implementation of the returned language, there will be very little incentive for the government to bargain it back. We would essentially be back in the very same position we are in today, with government trying to bargain it out and us trying to bargain it back in. In my opinion, even if we were legislated back to work we would be in a superior position. If we won the appeal the government would then be forced to implement the language. We are thus throwing away our historic court victory and the bargaining pressure it potentially creates. The reopener is really only mildly less offensive than E80. In both cases, we have to bargain back what was illegally taken from our contract and the government will probably never have to restore it. In fact, the "reopener" creates the perfect opportunity for government to lock us out to try and force us to agree to something far inferior. Throwing away the remedy for the last twelve years The agreement provides $105 million to compensate for grievances over-sized classes for the last twelve years. Using Justice Griffin's estimates, our loss is roughly $300 million times 12 = over $3 billion. I cannot fathom how $105 million is a fair compromise. The BCTF's original proposal to put this money back into the system was a more fair and productive approach. This agreement means we can no longer go to the courts for a fair remedy. Wages The agreement is very close to government's original offer. While I would be willing to accept this if the class size language was returned, teachers should not be taking such a significant monetary loss without the commensurate gain in working conditions. We have lost roughly 12% of our annual salary. We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut. Minimal improvements There are very minimal improvements in preparation time for elementary teachers (10 minutes per week), and TTOC daily rate. The TTOC daily rate change may depend on your grid placement. It could actually be a wage loss for long term TTOCs who are above category 5 and step 7. There is also $11 million in health and dental benefits. At 40,000 members, this is $275 each. Hardly worth consideration in the context of the rest of the agreement. What next? There are a variety of options if we vote no. We can continue the strike. We can choose to return to work and continue bargaining. We do not, and should not, accept an agreement that doesn't meet our needs and doesn't meet the needs of students and public education. When Saskatchewan teachers rejected the first deal which had 5.5% wage increases over four years, the second deal had 7.3% increases over four years. They have said this still isn't good enough. For us, our main issue is classroom conditions. We need to say this isn't good enough. The way to do that is to vote no. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 7:48 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 124 comments: Troy MooreSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:17 PM The EC recommendation states the open clause will be argued from restored language. However, selling our grievances for nothing as the 105 million is strike savings, is plenty of reason to vote no. Further, no composition caps, but a fund controlled by Superintendents is enough reason to vote no. Thursday I will vote no.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:06 PM Re-opener also says "education fund" in place until new language bargained, so old language can disappear forever.Delete Reply Mme RousseauSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:33 PM Government starved us to death hoping we'd vote yes to whatever deal they'd offer. Planned it from the start.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:07 PM We can sill choose (collectively) to return to work if we reject this deal. Many options.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:09 PM Great analysis, Tara! I think that returning to work would be a bad idea. This will frustrate parents more if they need to find new ways to deal with taking care fo kids. USe the money given to you by the other unions. I am a teacher who had to quit for stress over the terrible condition of work (split FI grade 4/5, several low LD kids with little support, one severe with no support, 2 gifted (no support), and a principal who expected me to teach 2 separate social studies AND science programs)Delete Reply Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:56 PM Good points by all but the gov't succeeded in starving my family out and completly breaking us. I will be voting YES and live to fight another dayReplyDelete Replies schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:21 PM 'Fight another day'? In the last twelve years that we have been pushing back against this government, never has the tide tide been so much with teachers, class size/composition, and public education - and never has the government been pushed back onto the ropes (especially with the call for binding arbitration). What 'other day' is being proposed that we wait for? Now is the time. Vote 'no' and give the BCTF bargaining team a renewed mandate to get a decent deal for students and teachers.Delete Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:10 PM "Another day" means to wake up and realize that 2more weeks means my family of 5 could lose our home. It means I will do all I can to recall Cc, Factbender, and other mla's, and maybe even having "a guy I know" have a chat with them. In year 1 of their reign, I don't believe they even know what "the ropes" are. I will vote YES ...for my family, and I can live with thatDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:12 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply Karen FergusonSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:03 PM Just a question: When the Saskatchewan teachers voted no, had they already been on strike for 5 weeks?ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM No. They are working with no contract. They are not on strike.Delete Shannon DavisSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:23 AM I am a Saskatchewan teacher. We are not on strike; we are currently in the conciliation process after voting "no" to 2 previous offersDelete Reply "Mama Rose"September 16, 2014 at 9:27 PM Can we truly return to work without agreeing and continue bargaining? When I suggested returning to work a few weeks ago, the answer was "being on strike puts pressure on the gov't and without pressure they have no reason to settle." And can you explain more how legislating us back would be better than agreeing to this deal? And finally, why would the BCTF executive put forward a deal that was not a good one?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:30 PM Because they need confirmation of the resolve of the membership to get something better. That is what a no vote does.Delete Reply Troylana MSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:28 PM some great points to ponder, tara......thinking thinking....ReplyDelete schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:43 PM If we vote 'no' to the tentative deal we still have options: We'd not have a contract. But we could... a) strike with full picket lines b) partially strike with phase 1 (work-to-rule) in schools c) partially strike with periodic/rotating job action d) continue negotiating e) return to work and re-escalate strike f) some/all of the above ReplyDelete Replies Caroline MackenzieSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:21 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:14 PM a) will expedite matters (I say less that 3 days)Delete Reply danabjornsonSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:05 PM I am thinking that a legislated, crappier contract would only be in effect for 2 years max (before elections...). If we take this offer, then we will be agreeing to this pseudo-E80. Should we win the court case (which we likely will), we will have to settle on the terms of the THIS negotiated contract which doesn't actually restore learning conditions; it simply allows for those conditions to be negotiated. If we say n, then we default to the 2002 contract, which DOES restore the language. A "yes" vote is saying that we are good on "crumbs"; a "no" vote is saying we want an actual meal. That's my understanding, anyway. Please correct me where I am wrong, Tara. :)ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:44 PM And word is IF they legislate, they could opt to legislate back Grade 10-12 only causing the union to have to lay off all teachers and re-hire based on seniority. That will tear the union at the seams pitting teacher against teacher for those positions. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:17 PM There will be a general strike if that were to happen! They better not do this. They will regret it.Delete Reply imaginefunlearningSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:09 PM Some good points on the background of our fight over the past 12 years, which I have been actively engaged in; however we need to recognize the climate we are in. We are not in Sask. people! We have just come through a very long summer!! We need to thank our @bctf bargaining team & recognize the toll this has taken on all of us & our families. I don't have the luxury of more time on the strike line. This may be as good as it gets. Let's read the agreement and consider getting back to work and making some $ again! That's my 2 cents worth, which would come in really handy right now!!!ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:18 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply RobSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:11 PM Go back in work to rule mode. Work this winter to recall every Liberal MLA. ThAt is the only way to apply pressure to these criminals. ReplyDelete Replies Kate RestonSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:03 PM Recall! Not sure who won the battle but the war is still onDelete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:14 AM Well said Kate... I agree 100%Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:20 PM I think say NO and a better deal will be done in less than 3 days. These guys are not criminals, they are lower than that. I bet they get a sick pleasure in hurting the kids and the teachers.Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:31 PM An official recall is in the works: https://www.facebook.com/groups/316129595235450/?fref=ts Please consider joining.Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:26 AM Leah - do you honestly think anyone who voted BC Liberal did so thinking that they would act any differently on the education file?Delete Reply JJSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:16 PM I am glad to see other members who share my views. I am outraged at a 1.2 percent "raise" in salary per year that doesn't even meet inflation of currently 2%. I feel used and abused.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:23 PM Not to mention all of the other pittance! I am actually surprised that Iker asked teachers to vote on this! Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:18 PM Hi Tara Thanks for the summary! Will we be able to vote NO to the deal, but vote YES to returning to work? Will there be three options when we vote Thursday? Why did the BCTF agree to a substandard deal for us? If we vote no to a deal that was recommended to us, the teachers look like the bad guys and public approval will plummet. I am very disappointed and frustratedReplyDelete Replies KataSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:12 AM Public approval will not necessarily plummet. I have seen strikes where the membership has voted against the executive's "best results to date", and ended up with a better offer. This offer is an insult. The $300 million will not bring funding to the national average (I believe). More importantly, the wage offer is half of the average wage increase for public and private workers (StatsCan). Delete Reply MontySeptember 16, 2014 at 10:19 PM Thank you, Tara. My thoughts too, more clearly expressed. As well, Thursday is too soon to vote, too soon to vote, too soon to vote........ReplyDelete Richard ChalkeSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:21 PM Vote no and lose every shred of public support...just sayin!ReplyDelete Replies UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:31 AM I am a member of the public and would support a "no" vote. js!.Delete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:01 AM Richard Chalke, NO you won't! I am a mother with 3 adopted special needs children who need to be in a class that is designed for them and others like them (my kids are academically slightly delayed but their issues are more social and behavioural) where they can receive the education they deserve taught in a way they can comprehend. I will speak now for all the parents I know, and we will support the teacher's if they continue to fight for our children's best interest.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:28 PM It might not be pretty at first, but once we explain things (and I hope the Mandarin-speaking teachers flood the Richmond organization that voiced their concerns), they will back us. The 3 billions that the judge came to is the first I hear about. This should be stated to every newsmedia comment section in the province. Minimize pickets and flood those outlets with commenters, just like the Liberals do. Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:45 PM I am a member of the public and a single Mother of a child in the public school system. You will NOT lose one bit of my support if you vote no. I know that you are sacrificing so that my child can have a better education, and I am most grateful for it. Having said that, I also know that you are exhausted and broke. I have been dreading that you may have to settle for less than what you (we) deserve because the government succeeded in breaking you. I am not in your shoes, so cannot judge. If the vote is a yes, I understand and I am still behind you. Delete Reply Alison RocheSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:25 PM It is a crap deal. It's always a crap deal. Once you raise the stakes to striking, anything else is a cave in. The last time we walked out was the 3 day illegal strike where I threw away 1200$ and got EXACTLY the same contract I had the year before. The BCTF called it a win because they didn't rip up MORE of my contract. Ridiculous. There are a few of us that believe that working to contract, doing 100% of your teaching job and nothing more (like paying for supplies out of your own pocket or EC) is the only way teachers will survive this government. What if they get re-elected again? Then what? Teachers have lost thousands to these clowns to make "statements" about the state of public education in this province. We can't keep sacrificing ourselves and our families. And in the meantime, you talk to parents about why you have to take this crappy road. Because up until this strike they mostly didn't care about the state of education, but god forbid you didn't run a Sports Day. Then suddenly they wanted to know what the hell was going on. Keep the conversation going in schools. Attend your PAC meetings and stop enabling this govt to underfund and overwork the system. And still get paid!ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:20 AM I am very excited at the prospect of returning to my beloved job on Friday. However I will NOT continue to put my personal money into my classroom and I will be seriously reconsidering my involvement in extra curriculars. I think we shoot ourselves in the foot with all the unpaid work we so willingly volunteer to do. Delete Reply FCSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:38 PM I heard a rumour last week from a loose lipped government insider that after the 22nd, depending on the outcome of the negotiations the Liberals were going to announce a 3 step process. I was not clear if this was based on 3 steps to resolve the strike (perhaps the 3rd step is legislation??) or 3 steps to overhaul the education system, either way, they will settle it outright. I wish you all luck and all the information that you need to make a sound decision of what you feel is best.ReplyDelete Replies Lisa BurrowsSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:53 PM I have heard similar rumours. On the 23rd, the gov. was planning on introducing a $6000 per year voucher system for 3 choices: an academic or trades program, or something called EducationCanada. Not clear whether their intention was to privatize the public system, de-certify teachers and hire them back under new wage/benefits. Not clear where these rumours originated from. Maybe fear tactics to get teachers to vote yes. In any event, I plan on voting yes. I signed up to be a teacher, not a martyr. This strike has cost us a lot. We need to regain our livelihood and hopefully continue the conversation about class composition. We have at least awakened many people to the issue, and the court case is still an avenue that could eventually improve teaching and learning conditions.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:33 PM I urge all teachers to fight and say NO to this deal. Retired teacher who had to retire because horrendous work conditions. Make me proud. They will not last long if you say NO! I know this is tough, but there is money and I hear that Van City does offer loan at low to 0 %. Banks do allow you to miss a mortgage payment. Go talki to your banker.Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM Will school districts require teachers to make up missed days, as suggested in the media? Will the school calendar be changing to make up for the missed three weeks and if so will we be made aware of those changes PRIOR to the vote? ReplyDelete KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:41 PM "Wages..... We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut." And that is the cost of going on strike!!! There is nothing that can be done about that. You cannot go on strike and put up the raise you want every week to compensate for your time on strike - it doesn't work that way.ReplyDelete Replies Drew StevensonSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:59 AM I believe the missing "..." Suggests that they meant to refer to the losses against inflation since the last wage step increase. Thus this contract does not allow us to recover the buying power lost to inflation since the last non contract or "0%" year. Add those up and compare against the proposed increase and you see that by the end of the contract, we won't be able to afford the same value of goods (loaves of bread, watts of energy, litres of gas) that we could at the end of the last contracts term. It was not a comment about wages that were lost in the strike. Those are really small potatoes when compared to the grinding power of inflation over years and years. The next contract will use this latest for a bench mark so these losses to inflation will grind at all teachers for as long as they teach. A death of a thousand cuts to our ability to afford basic goods and services. Any raise less than inflation is a cut to the value placed on us and on our ability to pay our bills. Delete Reply Ed SSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:09 PM Having lost $20,000 (including summer school wages) as the single income for a family of five is far too much; I will be voting YES to the deal, unless the independently wealthy teachers out there who wish to continue the strike will pay my bills and mortgage for me.ReplyDelete Replies Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:14 PM I feel ya. Yes for meDelete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:18 AM Ed S. With all due respect (and I mean that), how did you lose $20,000 in the strike? Teachers were out 2 weeks (all out) before they were supposed to be in June, and now 3 weeks for the start of school? It is my understanding that teachers don't get paid through the summer months. Please correct me if I'm wrong, wherever I'm wrong. Shouldn't you have been financially alright for the summer months at least? Also all teachers knew this strike had a possibility of extending into the new school year but no one teacher budgeted for this possibility? I'm truly just trying to get a clear picture of where this all stems. NO disrespect intended.Delete BlairSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:12 AM Kelly, not Ed but if you look at the numbers there was the 10% lockout haircut in May/June plus the loss of most of June and the loss of much of September. In our 1 teacher (1 non) household we calculated a $9 K - $10 K loss so far. If you add summer school earnings you can easily make the loss in the $20 k zone. As for budgeting, we budget for the summer, but did not expect the 10% haircut, nor the loss of June/Sept days which completely messed our budgeting calculations. A very good friend (single teaching mother) was crushed by the loss of the June income and is without a penny today.Delete Mr. SmoothSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:35 PM The only one who didn't get a haircut was Jim Iker... and he needs one more than anyone else. What's with that over-coiffed 70"s mullet Jim? Does wonders for the BCTF brand image!Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:55 PM Jim's hair is not open for discussion in a respectful space like this. As for his salary, he is a teacher who does not get paid when we are on strike.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:04 PM Totally agree!Delete Reply Mr. GSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:24 PM If I thought they could do any better I would agree with voting NO, but you have to be realistic. The BCTF does not use professionals to bargain and always ends up with much less than they promise the membership when asking for a strike vote. While this is not a great deal for teachers, I really think you're fooling yourself if you think it'll get any better.ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:02 AM BCTF needs to be replaced with younger more adept representatives and advocates. Also, we should be hiring professional contract negotiators - you don't go into battle with cut throat corporate types with a wooden knife. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:37 PM This is BAD deal! Say NO to it and show those (expletives) that we will not take it anymore! Come on! Show them that teachers have a spine! They will respect us, oddly!Delete Reply retaSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:51 PM I agree with Richard. Those in the public that are uniformed would be furious, and there are many teachers who just can't afford to use their wages as their voice any longer - too much has already been donated to the government. In my opinion, the deal is pretty lame. I am sitting on the fence.ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:24 AM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:26 AM So true!!! I cannot afford to fight this battle for public education any longer. Why is this my personal and professional obligation??? However I think this deal is weak weak weak. I also think its the best we are going to get. Ideologically I'm on the fence but my wallet will vote YES.Delete Reply SirThinksToo MuchSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:54 PM My wife and I will be voting "Yes" on Thursday for it is the middle path. The easy path would have been for us to go back to school with E-80 & E-81 over our heads. The difficult path would be for us to vote "No" and put our mortgage at risk and having to continue asking retired parents for handouts to feed a family with three kids. The middle path is the wisest choice for us considering the current political climate in which those who do not teach are the quickest to judge it harshly.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:41 PM I understand that this is really tough for you! I almost died teaching a few month ago. I had to quit. Please consider holding on and say no. Remember the short loss in salary will be offset in the LONG-RUn by better salary increase. This is a joke! They will be laughing at you even more if we accept this. This is a very bad deal! However, I do respect your position!Delete Reply DaleSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:16 AM Why would classroom conditions be better on October 9th after being legislated back? We have been outplayed because of our stubborn refusal to outdated, tired old tactics. It is because of these actions that have led us to this terrible deal. Time to reset, regroup and stock up for the long haul. Can't do it if half the members commit hara kiri on themselves. We are a union of professionals not a cult. ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:49 AM Could not agree more.Delete schreck!September 17, 2014 at 9:44 AM Could you please advise which tactics you believe could have been used to secure a superior deal?Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:47 AM Full disclosure: I'm a BC Liberal supporter. The only people who would benefit from a NO vote are the BC Liberals. Teachers would be bargaining with no leverage whatsoever and would be viewed by a large segment of the population as unreasonable. The BC Liberals then get portray themselves as the only party capable of dealing with the BCTF. schreck! says that the BCTF has the government on the ropes, but he couldn't be farther from the truth. The government wants people to view the BCTF as their primary opponent. Disputes like this just shore up the BC Liberal base and protect its right flank. Any half-baked recall campaign will only reinforce that. It's true teachers aren't going to recoup the lost wages from the strike. I would suggest to you that that means this job action was probably not in teachers' interests, especially without any sort of appreciable strike fund. This is the best deal teachers were ever going to get with this government and people should have been able to recognize that in June. If you want my advice (which you probably don't), it would be to spend the next 5 years building up a strike fund, electing better leaders, and hiring a professional negotiating team. Don't bring a knife to a gunfight and expect things to go well. Focus on getting the best deal you can from whoever the government is rather than trying to change the government, the HST, Kinder Morgan or a thousand different issues that distract from education and erode the union's finances further. You'd be doing yourself a favour, and probably doing the NDP a favour at the same time. Also, if schreck! is David Schreck, you can thank his opposition to STV for the last two BC Liberal majorities. I know I do.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:11 PM One step would be to stop making political contributions to the NDP. This only contributes to the childish animosity and lack of trust that has constantly characterized negotiations. How else can the Socreds/Liberals view teachers except as enemies when they so publicly support their opponents. This stupid confrontational immature approach has to STOP!!!!! Education should not be a political fight when it is so obviously a valuable benefit to our society. It was an NDP government that legislated teachers back to work in 1993. Stop making education a political fight.Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:10 PM I don't think they have to go that far. CUPE and the Nurses still contribute to the NDP yet they don't have the same acrimonious relationship. CUPE and the Nurses just make their members their priority, and broader advocacy second.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:55 PM Ryan (possibly a Liberal paid commenter), with all due respect, I disagree with you. The cumulative increase in lieu of this will be better. Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can. I say to Iker, ask for 6% over 3 years because these people love to play the 15% over 15 year game to make it so big on the surface. Some people think that this is 15% every year. Believe me! I have seen it in comment sections. Others believe that the 15% is too high not understanding that they must divide things over the duration of the contract. It is time that we play it smarter. It is time to put the foot down and ask for money given to us by other unions, if it is needed. Banks can accept one late mortgage payment. It would be suicidal for them to not help. Imagine the possible damage if that ever leaks out. They could lose a lot in teacher money. I for one would pull my money out of a bank in support! Teachers are going to show this government that we have a spine! Enough is enough! Aren't you tired of being treated like kids? (Retired teacher who almost died in a car accident because of work conditions that were horrendous. I had to quit.)Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 AM Not paid by the BC Liberals. I pay them actually... :/ I imagine astroturfers of any affiliation wouldn't disclose their bias. "Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can." How did that work in May 2013? If the teachers reject a contract that their own union endorsed, it will make teachers seem unreasonable. Whether that perception is true or fair is irrelevant. It's what will happen, and teachers will be weaker as a result. Take my advice. Build up a strike fund and focus on the internal governance of the BCTF for the next 6 years. You'll be better off for it. Or not. I don't mind you or others making it easier for the party I support to get elected. I'd just rather not see kids and teachers hurt in the process.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:37 AM Ah! The "don't-hurt-kids" card, hey, when you have underfunded education for 12 years! WOW! That takes the cake! Are your trolling? Oh! You are serious? :) Would you be surprised if I don't follow your advice, considering your lack of logic? Would you be surprised if others don't follow your advice? It is ttue that bullies like you and your ilks love to show who is the boss, who is the teacher now! I suspect that is at the root of the problem! No one wants to fail in school! No one wants to get the strap! Sad that today's teachers don't like it too! But, who cares, we are ... teachers! We deserve it! BAH! BAH! BAH!Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:22 PM That's fine. I look forward to another 16 years of BC Liberal government.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:41 PM 16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate! Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan! Sociopaths do that!Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 9:35 AM "16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate!" 16 years of our opponents still don't understand why they lost. Like I said, that's fine with me. If I said the Liberals would be in power for at least another 13 years back in 2004 you probably would have laughed too. Heck, if I told you on May 13 last year that the BC Liberals would be reelected on May 14 you'd probably have laughed too. And you were wrong. Why is that? Answer that question if you want the NDP to win the next election. Without a correct answer to it, the NDP's cause is hopeless. "Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan!" You feel they are flawed, and that's fine. I don't go around calling people who disagree with me sociopaths, nor do I accuse them of being paid shills. But I also don't feel much need to address your ad hominems. There are logical arguments to support your position, but argumentum ad hominem is not one of them. It's a textbook logical fallacy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 1:15 PM Ah! Now I get it! It is all ego-based! You think because you voted the winning party that you are a winner and we are losers! You think because you predicted that the Liberals would win, you are winner. That does not make YOU a winner or the Liberals! It is called DEMOGRAPHICS, you expletives. The baby boomers are getting old and because they have more assets and won't make a whole lot more for too long, they need to vote a govn't who is going to do just that! It is not rocket science! WOW! You think you are so superior when your party stole an election with 47% of the popular vote. That's not a majority and your party should not have been elected. BTW, did you delete from your ethical memory the words Ethnic voting scandal? The field is slanted and you know it. However, you are so willing to minimize, forget the scams and bad fairplay tactics like a sociopath is allowed to minimize or ignore his or victims emotions that you don't see that you are the loser, we are the victim of your constant bullying. 1% wage increases after years of 0% increases and you can justify that when Yahoo reports that the average Canadian can hope to get 2.5% this and next year: https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html You Liberals behave like fascists, but we can't call you that because that's not allowed! Well! Guess what? It is and you are. Live with it! You keep on dreaming you are a genius! :) I am retired, getting soon a nice pension, and laughing at you from a beach somewhere! AHAHA! Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 2:14 PM What's with the name calling Peter? For someone claiming to be retired you really don't show the wisdom of age. For someone who talks about logic, you use logical fallacies like ad hominems a lot too. It's a fair point that the BC Liberals didn't get a majority of the vote (and I'm a very big supporter of electoral reform). The BC Liberals + Conservatives did though, and I don't think it's realistic to expect the BC Conservatives to have been more generous had they been part of government. Last time I checked I just voted. I didn't "victimize" anyone. Perhaps your rage is misplaced. If you think the election was "stolen" I'm afraid I have to question your grasp on reality though. "Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?" I'm glad you'll have a pleasant retirement Peter. I have no ill will towards you. I'm not sure why you think I do. I'm not saying people were *right* to vote BC Liberal. That's a matter of opinion. All I'm saying is people *did* vote BC Liberal. More voted BC Liberal than BC NDP for the last 5 elections in a row actually. You need to understand why that happened in order to change it for the next election. Clearly you're not interested in that though. Which is fair enough. Just remember next time you're upset about something the BC Liberals do that your lack of interest is part of why the BC Liberals get elected at all.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 3:23 PM I love your culture --or the lack of thereof! Guess what, stop thinking averybody is white and must follow your little rules. Namecalling? Sociopath? Whaaaat? And, what if you are? Still can't call you that? :) You fascist right-wingers are big on censorship! I just don't like you giving us lessons on how to get the NDP in. As stated, people are voting right of the NDP because it is a matter of demographics and a little ethnic vote buying on the side. The rest is mumbo jombo. Yes, of course, they will have to go on strike in the future and yes they will have to build a strike fund. The Liberals stole that from the BCTF too! And, you wonder why I don't have any respect for them? Yes, electoral reform is needed! We agree!Delete Reply JJ GeorgeSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:46 AM As a parent, I support the teachers and respect whether they choose to vote yes or no. However I noticed a discrepancy here from other information I've read regarding prep time for elementary teachers. Here it states minimal improvement to prep time - only 10 minutes per week being added. Elsewhere I read that it is 100 minutes per week for prep, increasing by an additional 10 minutes in the final year. That is a significant difference, and worth noting. Or have I completely misunderstood?ReplyDelete Replies Anne-MarieSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:59 AM Elementary teachers currently have 90 minutes of preparation time per week so an increase to 100 minutes per week is only gaining 10 minutes. In other provinces and some private schools they have as much as 45 minutes of prep time per day.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:56 PM Thank you for inquiring!Delete DW ZSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:57 PM You're right JJ George. There is a significant difference around the province regarding preparation times. In my district elementary teachers currently get 100 minutes of prep time. This new proposal is useless to me. I'll have to wait 6 years to gain an extra 10 minutes. Delete Reply UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:11 AM Almost nobody gets cost of living adjustments. Also inflation is NOT 2%. Do some research and look at the CPI for BC over the last 24 months. The average over the last 2 years is 0.7%, not 2%. The CPI changes every month so you cant just look at the highest month and declare that THE inflation rate. Check out the 12 month averages document for the actual numbers. http://www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/StatisticsBySubject/Economy/ConsumerPriceIndex.aspx All that being said I support the teachers. if you think this is a bad deal as a parent my dream would be for the teachers to vote no but continue bargaining because I do think the kids need to be in school and I do fear that the teachers will lose all support if the strike continues. All I ask as a parent is that you do your own research and try not to be swayed by all the opinions. ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:01 AM Inflation for August was 2.1% (http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/economy/cpi-report-expected-to-reveal-rise-in-canadas-core-inflation-rate/article20593943/). The CPI is a year-over-year calculation.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:43 AM Inflation should be looked at as a yearly average, not an individual month.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:34 PM The lawyers do not believe we have compromised our court deal. Our leadership would not have sold us out. We dodged a bullet. The Premier had something loaded even if we are not sure what it was. The idea that we could simply return to work is not guaranteed. I think a no vote could easily lead to the Liberals locking us out again because the Premier wants to crush us and she will use any excuse. She did not want to take the advice of her people and do this deal. I am certain a plan for drastic action (where we have to take the concessions they had planned) or worse - was in place. We can't guarantee the press will do any better job explaining the complexities should we say no. They rarely sided with us in markets outside of Vancouver where people are more political and they often misled or allowed others to mislead. They are not helping and would sensationalize. This would see dissolution of support very quickly - especially if we asked for wages. (Though admittedly it angers me that we can't ask for wages without being accused of being greedy when that is what most bargaining units do). But we have argued this is about kids and while this is not ideal - it is better to have teachers than not. The deal does suck in that it does not bring us to par - but this fight needs to be won with a strategy that is political and capacity will do that in another round. We have some support - but it is limited to the choir. We need to have the pews too. We need to build that capacity while working and continue to find allies because the fight is bigger than most people want to consider. This is about ideology and about privatization. Education always was political but never more so than now and we have to fight this party or the conservatives who would do the same or worse. No teacher who is responsible can ignore the politics any longer. That is simply the truth. If you work in the system you better get informed and you better be prepared to fight until retirement for the system. That said, I want to ask the same question others are asking: Why is this the job of 42,000 teachers and not the job of all citizens who want equality to fight for this right? It is time (while the conversation is still on-going and up to and including election night) for us to guide the public where we can but mainly play our part by not propping the system up. Make poverty known. Make noise about shortfalls, ask questions (in the media or in board offices ) about who is going to fix it instead of paying ourselves, volunteer some but wait for the pubic to step up so they see what schools lack. I hate the deal too. But I trust Vince Ready and Iker and I don't think we could have done better right now. I think we dodged a bullet because I have read everything this government has put out and followed the trail. They plan to privatize and they are just looking for the route. Voting YES for now does not mean we are giving up. It does not mean a win in the way we wanted but we have won a battle that will lead to us winning the war. If we don't rest up and stock up we might not get there.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:57 PM Well, if it is bigger than just this battle, then we will need ALL the unions to strike if they do indeed use drastic (draconian) measures. I say it is time for ALL of the unions to call a general strike. I guarantee that they will not like that one bit. What will they do then? Call the army? :) People in Europe, at the end of the 19th century stood up in mines. General strikes do occur in Europe and have. If you think you had it tough, think of them who stood tall for US in tougher times and conditions. Make sacrifices. Sell furniture. Tutor on the side. Ask for the BCTF money. Ask your banker to help. As friends and relatives. If we say NO, it won't last long. If they legislate us back, let's call a general province-wide strike of all unions. Delete Reply Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:47 AM Between CC's smug smile as she celebrates slaughtered teachers and Jim Iker's goofy grin - seemingly unaware that he has been a willing puppet, I am thoroughly disgusted. Over the next 5 years, teachers will be in an increasingly bad situation financially, classrooms will continue to be too large and complex with increasing medical, social and environmental issues impacting academic delivery. It could not be less obvious that things will continue to worsen. The Liberals have ensured that BC is rapidly becoming the Canadian Monaco for rich off shore interests and wealthy corporations. Soon the underpaid "workers" will have to be bussed in daily to Vancouver - Asian style. The only recourse is to move to just about any other province and bring in up to $100,000 more over the six years with much less cost of living. So we are bailing, encouraged by friends who have gotten positions in Manitoba and Alberta. My colleagues and I discovered through contacting several school boards across Canada that specialist (special needs and behavioural) and secondary science teachers are in particular demand. I want to work in a professional, respectful environment where the needs of all children are considered a priority and where I feel inspired to do my best. However, I want my vote to reflect the wishes of teachers who will be here over the next 6 (5) years, so very much appreciate your blog and opportunity to read the comments.ReplyDelete Bert SlaterSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:11 AM To vote YES will throw away 12 years of effort, and 2 victories in BC Supreme Court. To vote YES will be to snatch defeat from the jaws of victory. If you vote YES what bargaining power do you think you will have - the government will do nothing, and then what do you think you will do - take job action? PLEASE VOTE NO.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:59 PM Time to show you have a spine!Delete Reply RodSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:06 AM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Cool HandSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 AM Wouldn't a 'No' vote be a vote of no confidence in the BCTF itself?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:02 AM Not at all. It is just a message to the leadership we need to do better. The strength of the union is the members, and we support the leadership by giving them direction through democratic means.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:40 PM I disagree. How else can a recommendation by the EC to vote yes be interpreted? Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:00 PM I am sure people will interpret this both ways, but it is a vote. If it is supposed to be a "Yes", because it might be interpreted one way, then why bother having a vote?Delete Kate TSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:07 AM Yes , it would be. I don't think we could come out much better than this with this government. How will a No obtain that? Christy will be happy, she can declare the BCTF gone and roll out her plan to privatize. Delete Reply David DeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:06 AM A no vote would be a rejection of a the court victories defied by the government and an inadequate deal containing some vague promises that won't meet the needs of teachers or students on class size and other important issues.In Ontario elementary teachers get 200 minutes of prep time per 5 day cycle. I know there is financial hardship, but the union has received close to $2 million in donations from other unions; is there no way of accessing hardship funds? At minimum, vote no and return to work on work to rule with various strike options.ReplyDelete Erica JonesSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:25 AM This article actually makes me so mad. It is NOT better for the kids that they have missed almost all of june and all of september. This is what you signed up for in BC as a teacher. Get on board or GET OUT.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:20 PM Is this really what teachers signed up for? At my high school, each class has about 30 kids, with an average of 17 kids per classroom with an identified learning disability. Our district says that there should be no more than 4 kids per classroom.. How do you expect non-specialist teachers to help each student when over half of them require more resources because of a learning disability? Furthermore, are you generalizing the "better-ness" to all the kids in BC? Because I don't think that it would be better if kids went back considering the learning environment isn't up to par. There are barely any Education Assistants, and support teachers for the multitude of children who need them. While I recognize and appreciate your enthusiasm for education, please realize that the public school system isn't a daycare. Also, please think about your words and the learning environment prior to speaking out. By the way, we're not an autocracy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:08 PM I can understand your frustration! Understand mine! I almost died at 7:30 pm one night returning from teaching a FI split class with several students who did not get enough support or no support at all. The principal expressed to me that he expected me to teach 2 different social studies programs and 2 different science programs. ANYONE I talked to knows that this is impossible to do, especially in French Immersion when kids get no support at home and books are often too hard for students to read. I had to quit my job. I did it for me and did it for the kids. I was like a surgeon who is asked to operate on 5 patients with an old scalpel with 2 inexperienced nurses. Predictably, 4 patients would die and I would be reprimanded! Teachers are put in terrible conditions and kids too. I hope you have the openmind to consider the reality of this honest personal anecdote. I also wish you to understand that this is likely not an isolated incident. What will it take? A kid to commit suicide because he or she is not getitng enough support?Delete Reply hilarySeptember 17, 2014 at 10:29 AM It is incorrect to equate lost funding with what the teachers would have received in grievances. The two are not equivalent. The starting position of the BCTF was $225M, so they never expected $3B to resolve grievances. I'm also interested to know where you get your figures on overcrowded classrooms. A recent Globe and Mail article says that classrooms are, on average, smaller than the caps set in 2002.ReplyDelete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:36 AM The signing bonus should be roughly $2500 each: 105 million divided by 41 thousand.ReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:53 AM It is not that simple. The $105 million is to be allocated by the union. The term "signing bonus" has been crossed off on the signed document. Some of that money may be used to pay union debts. Don't know this but clarification would be useful.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:16 PM Just quoting from the CBC news website, "And finally there are details of $105-million fund to settle grievances stemming from the ongoing court case. The BCTF says that money will be given out as a signing bonus, with specific amount yet to be determined."Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:34 AM I think it would be smart to put at least part of it into your strike fund.Delete Reply WheelsSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:55 AM If the money is used as a signing bonus, it should be based on FTEReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:12 PM Yes I am sure it will be based on FTE. The question is how much of the $105 Million is actually distributed. This is up to the union, and I am told that it is yet to be decided.Delete GuruSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:44 PM And don't forget all the retired teachers who are entitled to a share of it.Delete Reply Geoff OrmeSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:18 PM In another discussion of this someone suggested that under BC Labour Law a no vote means rejection of the proposed deal, and that means the strike continues until either: - the union in question elects to stand down - another tentative deal is presented or - the government imposes a legislated contract. I think the last of these is the most likely, and I believe the legislated contract would be draconian and brutal. What do you think, Tara? Also, I would appreciate your thoughts on Sandy Garossino's comments at https://storify.com/Garossino/should-teachers-accept-the-contractReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:14 PM If this is so, in a few month (likely a couple of years), teachers will win so much more with a Supreme Court judgment! It is possible that the Liberals know that the higher courts are stacked by Liberal judges (that is what happen when judges are chosen, not elected). In any case, a negative settlement (or not a great judgment) will galvinize the public to reform the way the Supreme court judges are being chosen. I doubt that any govn't will want that to happen. A legislated contract will make the LIbs look like sociopaths and dictators.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:47 PM Peter I think you are expecting far too much from the public, many of whom are only paying attention to this matter due to kids being home from school. The public are not remotely this savvy on the political process.Delete Reply IslanderSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:09 PM I am a continuing education teacher. We have it even worse and we are not listened to enough about our poor conditions. Those include no prep time (and we do have to mark and do report cards many times a year sometimes and commonly for 30 students in a class), travelling to different schools with no compensation, and having next to no breaks in between 3 hour classes. I worked for two years with no lunch break and taught 6 hours straight (just 15 min. breaks) to be told, "don't complain since there are others who will do it". We then got 15 min. breaks in between classes. Most of our students are wealthy immigrants, many who try to stay in classes as long as possible since the classes are free. After spending a year in Germany, I realize how better organized it is where the immigrants pay to learn the language on a sliding scale, and have to pay for a student book as well for each class. We do not even have text books, but photocopy so much at tax payers' expense. This is not right. I then teach summer school since we were not on a 12 month continual salary and most of those students are also immigrants (at least 75%). This is also free and it is becoming so common and the new immigrants know this is free babysitting and tutoring. I think one main problem is that we have so many new immigrants in our classes who need ESL like this article states about our inclusion style of education nowadays: http://www.vancouversun.com/life/Shelley+Fralic+trouble+with+schools/10203596/story.html I am honored to be teaching and like my job, but it does get exhausting especially since I need two or three jobs to pay the mortgage that I now no longer have.. back to renting since it all I can afford in this city that has become so expensive. And many don't realize that it is very very difficult to get to full time work as a teacher here. There was a formula that made it take about 10 years to get to f/t (now finally changed). I have been without pay for 3 months, and now had to finally rent a place in anticipation of returning to work, so I have to vote "yes", but please keep the comments coming for what alternatives we have. Maybe we have to just educate the public in a better way than picketing; maybe get out and walk around malls and talk to people and hand out pamphlets on how this liberal government is hurting this. Most Asians (probably just the new who are from such a different system) are already against the teachers since they do not seem to understand what is going on. http://www.vancouversun.com/Business/asia-pacific/Chuck+Chiang+Many+Asian+families+place+blame/10202757/story.htmlReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:17 PM First of all, myn thoughts are with you! I think your ideas about using different strategies is smart. Picketing is not a very good strategy to let people know about things. I think using the membership to flood media comment sections would be more effective. Going to talk to the public might be a good idea along with this, I think. Phone the BCTF and ask for support.Delete Reply Marsha HolleySeptember 17, 2014 at 1:36 PM A teachers wife Vote no you have come to far to back down. It is a -----Y DEAL. ReplyDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:45 PM Ask yourself WHY teachers cannot get 1/2 of the average increase in salary of the private sector? (The Libs will tell you because there are sooooooo many teachers, but I also hear that there are provinces where there is a need for teachers!) TORONTO - A new study says that Canadians, on average, can expect about the same size salary increase next year as in 2014. Human resources consultants Pal Benefits says a survey of 401 organizations, mainly in Ontario, Alberta and British Columbia, projected salary increase for 2015 at an average of 2.79 per cent. That was almost unchanged from the 2.74 per cent average increase projected in last year's survey. Meanwhile, in addition to the average salary increase remaining relatively steady year over year, the survey found that the percentage of employers who plan to freeze salaries appears to have stabilized at eight per cent —in the same percentages as was projected in 2014. Breaking down the numbers further, the survey found the average salary increase anticipated in the engineering, financial services and high technology sectors was three per cent. That compared with an average of 2.5 per cent on the low end for organizations in durable manufacturing. https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.htmlReplyDelete "Mama Rose"September 17, 2014 at 9:12 PM I used to agree with you, Tara, and appreciate you bringing these items to your blog to get us all thinking. But after a very long night and day of research and discussion, I realize I will be voting yes tomorrow. Here is why: I don't care about salary or benefit increases. That is not why I went on strike. I don't care if this tentative deal is not good for teachers. That's not why I went on strike either. For me, the single most important issue is class size and composition. I want to work in a classroom where I have enough time and resources available to me to adequately help all the students I teach. And while it is true that this tentative deal will not change anything in the classrooms right now (or at least most of our classrooms), I realized that we couldn't actually make changes in that area because the issues of cs and c is before the courts. When I made that connection and realized that this round of bargaining was really about a "good enough" agreement regarding wages, then the deal seems, well... good enough. BUT, the best part, is the language the BCTF legal team made around the furture court decision (the re-opener). They have it in writing that if we win the court case (which is likely) and when we have to start bargaining class size and comp again (that is exactly what Justice Susan Griffin said we would have to do) we will be STARTING from the 2002 levels. To make this simple to understand, I explained it to my friends using a number line. With this new language, the BCTF starts the next round of bargaining at say a 50. The government will want us to go to 10 or 15, and we'll compromise and end up maybe 25. But WITHOUT that language, we would have started bargaining at a 10 and only gone down from there. So I do believe it is the best deal possible, it still factors in the biggest issue (from my perspective), we do not lose the important gains of the past, and most importantly, everyone gets to go back to school.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 PM Mam Rose, I appreciate your point of view and your courage. However, let me point out to you and the readers that a decision at the BC supreme court might not turn out the way teachers anticipate. We all know that judges are appointed and who does the appointing? "All justices of the BCSC (including the position of Chief Justice and Associate Chief Justice) are appointed by the federal cabinet, on recommendation of the Minister of Justice. Masters are appointed by the provincial cabinet, on recommendation of the Attorney General in consultation with the Chief Justice." (Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Supreme_Court_of_British_Columbia) Now, I would like to think that all of those people are objective, but they are appointed and we know that there are political appointments. They have a lot of discretion over the laws and judgments. I am willing to bet that the BC Liberals do know this and are betitng the farm (or do they know something we don't know) that the Supreme Courts are stacked against teachers? So, I am not sure if we can count on a WIN if we proceed with the court ruling. I think we would be better to negotiate and negotiate a better deal.Delete Reply retaSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:57 AM Yes...no...yes...no...The last two days have been this. I’ve read so many articles and comments over the past few months and, I can say, I have learned a lot. I know this is not a great deal for teachers right now. I will be voting yes. This is why… 1. The children. Without going into the multiple issues (e.g., grad, post secondary, trades, sports, global education/trips, planned activities, those with varying degrees of special needs, those that need a soft place to land, etc., etc.) the children need to get on with their education. 2. The parents. For many parents, this strike is a financial burden. We do not like to be called baby sitters, but for many living below the poverty line, school is a financial relief. Winter is coming; gas bills will be expensive. 3. Poverty. Remember, BC has the highest child poverty rate in Canada. Schools feed and clothe numerous children. 4. The other systems educators work collaboratively with. MFCD, CYMH, foster parents, group homes, and the multitude of non-profit agencies that support vulnerable children and families are bursting at the seams. We are a part of that team. 5. CUPE. While some have been paid during this strike, that money is coming from districts. It was not provided by the government. And, CUPE is a partner in education - from the bus drivers to the tech dept to custodians to secretaries to EAs and so on. 6. Small Businesses. In our little towns, the school district is the number one employer. There is a direct cause-effect relationship between loss of wage and loss of business. 7. Money. The amount of money that is needed to reverse the erosion of the public education system over numerous years cannot be recouped in one sitting. This agreement is a start. It’s not much but the stage has been set. 8. THE COURT CASE. That is why we were on strike. All the other stuff could have been resolved months ago, but our government was working hard to make the court case go away. Well, it still exists. I consider that the victory. We live to fight another day (as rhetorical as that sounds) AND I hope people actually read the ruling and think critically about how a loss could impact the future of the Charter of Rights, and the power of government to contravene those rights. I am guessing we will vote to ratify as so many fear “what’s next?” from this government. It’s nasty business, and I think legislation would be next. VALUING PUBLIC EDUCATION needs to come from a STRONG, CONSISTENT public voice. If we do ratify the agreement, and those in the profession and public think we've given up, we have not. We’ve been fighting for years. We just haven’t been heard… until now. ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:21 AM I understand your point of view, but sometimes you have to fight to get what you want. This is a VERY bad deal, considering: Other people get on average 2.5% salary increases last year and this year and the next and the rest of us get 1% and must feel happy if we do.? (https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html) THIS DEAL is a horrendously BAD deal for kids/parents as well, of course. We are going to continue to be humiliated and be the laughing stock of many people of this province. After a decade of paycuts, WOW, this is what they are willing to offer! WOW! WOW! WOW!Delete Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:30 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Reply Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:37 PM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:08 PM Let's cross our fingers! I think we need a general strike by all unions if CC legislates teachers back. It is time to put the foot down and tell her and the Liberals that, as in the movie Network,"I am mad as hell and I won't take it anymore!"Delete Reply Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 8:26 PM Needs help on some stats for an online debate Looking for the last 10 or 15 years of contractual salary increases in %. So, 1% for 2001, 0% for 2002,...ReplyDelete Children FirstSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:00 PM Well it's all done now. Really hope the teacher's can find another angle to deal with class size and composition as well as student funding. The government will make sure the coming court case never swings your way no matter what. 2nd most expensive place to live in the the world!!! Wonder why and where the money goes??? ReplyDelete AnonSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 PM I'm an outsider, but have followed closely this whole fiasco and this is a RAW deal. Your union hung you out to dry on this one - taking a really bad deal (clearly no one from the BCTF had rudimentary math skills in their toolbox) and then publicly encouraging to the media that teachers accept the deal....what choice did you have - a no vote would have outraged the public. I could go on and on, but the bottom line, in my opinion, is that your union better get some stronger leaders who are PR and technology savvy. Out with Iker and the rest of those who bargained on your behalf - they just got ......well , we know that happened. Whew, can't even believe how screwed you got, absolutely amazing - nothing meaningful gained in the big picture and only very minor gains for a small group of people, bigger losses for the majority.. Wow - I better stop now. Best of luck. Thanks for all you do for our children. ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ▼  September (9) Reflections on the BC Teacher Strike BC Teacher strike - Lessons learned Response to Sandy Garossino Will the Education Fund improve classroom conditio... Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Class composition: a human rights perspective Class size and composition - a short visual histor... Guest post - I WILL HOLD THE LINE Teachers - let your leadership know it is time to ... ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
(20141007,alibabas.ca,http://alibabas.ca/,Get a classic and traditional recipe with Alibaba’s Restaurant  | Get a classic and traditional recipe with Alibaba's Restaurants Menu Locations Catering Contact The Finest Middle Eastern Cuisine in Canada! Menu Wraps Falafel $4.99 A tasty wrap made from chickpeas, onions, Middle Eastern spices, and parsley shaped into little patties. Your wrap comes serves in a pita with hummus, sliced tomatoes, onions and shredded lettuce. Beef Shawarma $5.99 A highly moreish delight, yet filling and low in calories. Our version of the Beef Shawarma Wrap is made with the finest beef, delicately seasoned and served in pita pockets with fresh tomato, lettuce and onions with a drizzle of Tahini sauce and hummus. Chicken Shawarma $5.99 Try our tasty Chicken Shawarma Wrap marinated with its juices in onion and middle eastern spices, slowly roasted for the right texture and thinly sliced, rolled in pockets of pita bread with a regular salad (lettuce, onion and tomato) and smothered in fresh Tahini sauce for that extra flavor. Shish Tawook $6.29 Pieces of tender chicken breast, marinated with our secret spices, roasted on a skewer for that authentic middle eastern taste. We serve it in our classic soft pita bread with a good helping of lettuce, onion and tomato and a coating of garlic sauce. Fish Wrap (1/2 pc) $5.99 Lightly seasoned chunks of white fish fillet, marinated in lemon, garlic, cilantro and our in-house spices. Our fish wrap is finished off in pita bread with tomato, lettuce, onion and topped with a generous sprinkle of Tahini sauce and served with a home-style garlic dip. Combo Add $2.00 Includes: 1 Soft Drink (Can) 1 Portion of Medium Rice, or Samosa, or Small Fries Platters Roasted ¼ Chicken $6.49 Try our juicy 1/4 chicken plate, marinated with garlic, lemon and seasoned with salt and a hint of pepper. Our chicken is grilled to serve your healthy life style. Shish Tawook $9.49 / $11.49 (2 Skewers) Diced chicken marinated in garlic, lemon and other spices, skewered and grilled. Enjoy it with our regular freshly cut salad (lettuce, tomato, onion, and cabbage) and a portion of steamed rice, pita bread and your choice of sauce. Beef Shawarma $9.29 Incredibly flavorful but healthy, our beef shawarma is made from cuts of the finest prime beef seasoned with our unique blend of spices and served on a bed of rice, mixed salad and flat pita bread. It comes with your choice of sauces. Chicken Shawarma $9.29 Grilled bits of chicken marinated in olive oil, crushed garlic, lemon juice and salt. It is served with steamed white rice and freshly cut mixed salad; as well as your choice of sauces. Falafel Platter $6.99 Our golden Falafel pieces are crispy and crusty on the outside with a moist, soft and fluffy center oozing super goodness. Our healthy falafel platter is a delight to share with your family and friends. It comes with fresh cabbage, onions, lettuce, tomato and a generous serving of sauces. Fish Platter $9.29 Our delicious and irresistible marinated white fish is grilled to perfection and served with our classic lentil rice, fresh salad (lettuce, tomato, onion, cabbage) and pickles. This authentic Middle Eastern dish also comes with your choice of hummus, garlic sauce or Tahini sauce and freshly baked pita bread. Appetizers & Dips Falafel Balls $3.50 (6pcs) / $6.00 (12 pcs) A vegetarian option that is usually considered boring and bland. Our Falafel is a deliciously irresistible mix of chickpeas, onions, parsley and our special blend of Middle Eastern spices shaped into little patties. We add extra flavor and top it with a drizzle of our home made Tahini sauce. Hummous $4.99 / $6.99 (Large) A tasty and classic dip made from a puree of chickpeas and tahina with a dash of garlic which gives it a peculiar taste, full of flavor and a perfect accompaniment for your meal. Lentil Rice $1.99 / $2.99 (Large) Popularly known in the Middle East as Mujadarah, a tasty alternative to the classic white rice. Our lentil rice is a rather interesting alternative made with boiled rice and lentils mixed with sautéed onions in olive oil. It is seasoned to taste and full of flavor. Tahina Dip $4.99 / $6.99 (Large) With our secret blend of spices sourced from authentic regions and our crushed sesame, garlic and lemon. Our tahina dip is a delight that goes with every meal on the table. Pita Bread $1.99 (Bag) A staple from the Middle Eastern region, the pita is a round, flat type of bread and by far one of the most popular food exports of the region. Delicious as a side with most dishes or as a meal with the pockets filled with a filling of your choice Samosas $1.00 (1pc) / $2.79 (3pcs) / $5.49 (6pcs) / $10.00 (12pcs) A typically well-known snack loved by all, tucked into our Crispy pastry filled with a generous amount of a mixed savoury filling of chicken, beef or vegetables. Completely delicious with our home made sauces. Stuffed Grape Leaves $2.99 (6pcs) / $4.99 (12pcs) Young, crisp and freshly picked tender grape leaves filled with good amounts of rice and seasonal vegetables. The filling is well spiced, full of taste and aroma. Garlic Dip $4.99 / $6.99 (Large) Fresh garlic crushed with a unique blend of special spices and herbs that ooze so much flavour and laced with a touch of mint to give it that kick you require. Soups and Salads Tabbouleh Salad $3.99 / $4.99 (Large) Traditional salads can be boring and standard. Our take on the tabbouleh s a mix of freshly and finely chopped tomato, green fresh parsley, onions and a good amount of cracked wheat also known as Bulgar all tossed in a tasty dressing of olive oil and lemon juice. Meskkaha $3.99 / $5.49 (Large) Marinated pieces of eggplant (a staple vegetable from the Middle East) in a heavenly and extremely flavored tomato sauce made with vine ripe tomatoes, onions, garlic and chilli. Home Style Lentil Soup $1.99 / $2.99 (Large) A healthy and hearty option that is full of flavor, our home style lentil soup is made from freshly sourced ingredients like red lentils and authentic spices. The ingredients are slowly cooked with cumin, onions and a hint of chilli to give it that kick. (Winter Special Only). Chickpeas Salad $3.99 / $4.99 (Large) A filling and wonderful combination of textures as well as flavours, our chickpea salad is a hugely balanced meal on its own or as a side. It is a sumptuous mix of red peppers, green fresh parsley, carrots and chickpeas tossed in seasoned olive oil and lemon juice. Greek salad $3.99 / $4.49 (Large) A classic and traditional recipe made with fresh and crisp summer vegetables- fresh lettuce, olives, cucumber, spring onions, tomato and tangy feta cheese served with a tasty dressing made in-house. Desserts & Drinks Baklawa $1.50 / $2.50 (Large) / $5.99 (Small Box) Authentic and sweet, the baklawa is handmade with rich layers of filo pastry filled with sweetened and chopped nuts mixed with syrup. Experience these enchanting flavors in every mouthful. Bottled Water $1.25 Not a fan of sodas and juices? Enjoy a nice and refreshing bottle of water for a very affordable price. Nectar Juice $2.50 A tropical mix of guava, mango and special seasonal fruits. Enjoy the taste of summer all year round with our freshly squeezed juices. Soft Drinks (Bottled) $2.29 There is no better feeling than a refreshing gulp of your favorite bottle of soda after a tasty meal.The fizz and refreshing nature is a good combination with your meal. Soft Drinks (Canned) $1.25 Choose from a large variety of your favorite carbonated drinks served in a medium sized can and a straw if you require. Add a drink to complete any meal on our menu. Locations Over 15 Locations accross Toronto! 2202 Dundas St. W. 416.538.7001 1430 Queen St. W. 416.536.2100 1878 Weston Rd. 416.244.8219 1283 Bloor St. W. 416.913.4463 229 Church St. 416.203.9908 610 College St. 416.537.0100 715 Queen St. W. 416.203.1998 126 Peter St. 416.596.9997 768 Dundas St. W. 416.703.7330 24 Wellesley St. W. 416.964.9993 2246 Bloor St. W. 416.761.1026 113 Danforth Ave. 416.461.8500 197 Dundas St. W. 416.597.0202 561 Bloor St. W. 416.532.8785 229 Rexdale Ityd. 416.749.3849 501A Yonge St. 416.799.2254 3060 Hurontailo St. 905.232.2666 1976 Queen St E. 416.690.1026 Catering & Contact Please contact us for any queries or catering arrangements. Email catering alibabas.ca Social Media Twitter Facebook Google+ Copyright © 2014 Alibaba's Corp. All rights reserved. | Design & Development By Eden Designs)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=21216&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 7, May/June 2010  The clash between queer rights and religion in schools By David Butler Lisa Reimer, a non-Catholic lesbian music teacher, was essentially fired from her teacher job at Little Flower Academy, an independent Catholic school in Vancouver. Told to stay home with pay for the remainder of her contract, she was to stay away from the premises and have no contact with the students. She has been asked to submit “electronic assignments” to students and give them letter grades while all music classes for them have been cancelled. This came about because Lisa had formally requested family leave in December 2009 to be with her pregnant partner around the time of the baby’s birth in April 2010. Effectively, she “outed” herself to the administration by requesting parental leave. Being denied leave in January, the school convinced Reimer to take her accumulated sick days. The school asked her to keep her sexual orientation and family status quiet. She complied and never once mentioned either to students or staff at the school. Then one day before she was scheduled to return to work, she was called to an emergency meeting and effectively terminated. This event has set off a firestorm of controversy. The media has incorrectly framed the debate as one between religious rights and individual freedoms. However, when a LGBTQ (lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender or queer) person is fired because of their identity or family status, this issue is not only around individual rights. It involves group rights since this very identity is protected from discrimination in the Charter of Rights and Freedoms, and the BC Human Rights Code prohibits discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation and family status. Since the charter became law in 1982, there have been many clashes between the freedom of religion and the right to equality, both of which are enshrined within the charter. There is one case that has particular relevance in elucidating the grey area within these two competing rights claims. It demonstrates the legal precedent that claims for queer equality rights, even in religious space, are valid. In 2002 Marc Hall, was denied taking his boyfriend to the prom in a Catholic school because that particular Ontario Catholic school board felt such behaviour was not in line with Catholic beliefs and that students, by attending their institution, have agreed to abide by its ideological underpinning (an argument similarly made by Little Flower Academy). The Ontario Supreme Court felt differently by writing, “…the idea of equality speaks to the conscience of all humanity—the dignity and worth that is due each human being.” (CBC, 2002). In Ontario, because Catholic education is fully funded, Catholic schools are not entirely private, but they are religious and the spirit of the ruling speaks to limiting discriminatory behaviour based on religious beliefs. But Little Flower Academy Catholic School is not entirely private either since 50% of its funding comes from the public purse. It falls into the category know as a Class A Independent School. Their funding is tied to how closely they follow the standards of the BC curriculum. What could be more basic as a standard for schools that receive funding from the BC public than to adhere to basic human rights legislation prohibiting discrimination based on immutable characteristics such as race, sex, family status, and sexual orientation? One of the first chants I had ever heard in the many Pride parades I’ve attended is “We’re here, we’re queer, and we pay taxes.” Yes, we pay taxes, and so does my sister, my queer-friendly family and friends. They are incensed that their tax dollars are going to an institution that practices this kind of egregious discrimination. It’s like taxing black people so as to run a hospital that will not treat black patients or employ doctors or nurses who are people of colour. Which leads to another area of consideration that has been absent from this debate thus far. The BC curriculum has PLOs around health that include discussions of queer people. After the challenge by the Correns, a queer activist teacher and his husband, the Ministry of Education created documents such as “Making Space” that has updated the curriculum with inclusion of positive representation of queer identities and of their contribution to society, just like Aboriginal people and other marginalized groups. What is the likelihood that a Catholic school, following a religious ideology that openly marginalizes queer people, is following that aspect of the standardized curriculum? I would suggest—not much. Little Flower Academy, like all schools, has queer students in its care. Let’s stop for a moment to consider how a closeted teenager going to that school would feel about her burgeoning identity given that her school has fired a teacher who shares the same identity (or even, consider a straight student who has a family member or friend who is LGBTQ). There can be no question about the message Catholic schools, informed by ever-increasing oppressive ideology against queers, have articulated to the students with alternative sexualities: their attractions are devalued, vilified and deemed an “intrinsic moral evil” (Vatican, 2002). Nancy Fraser, a significant philosopher on social justice argues that socially just arrangements, “…requires that institutionalized cultural patterns…express equal respect for all participants and ensure equal opportunity for achieving social esteem.” There is no chance a queer kid in a Catholic school is getting an equal chance at achieving social esteem. In one way, I see it as similar to residential schools for indigenous children—not the starving, the beating, and the systemic cultural erasing of the imprisoned students, but in the way residential schools systemically bashed their identities as inferior, problematic, dangerous, and unwanted in colonial space. Catholic schools do that to queer students when they fire LGBTQ teachers, erase them from the curriculum, and make official statements that homosexuality is an “intrinsic moral evil.” Lisa Reimer’s rights, as enshrined in the BC Human Rights Code and the Canadian Charter, have been violated and the rights of all queer people have been challenged in this case. But by far our main concern should be for the vulnerable queer students who show elevated levels of bullying, suicide, drug addiction, truancy, and feelings of isolation at school. These students have to navigate a heterosexist culture—one that still articulates the message that being queer is wrong, immoral, and problematic. By firing a lesbian teacher who is by all accounts a highly respected teacher and a wonderful role model for students, Little Flower Academy has taken another good kick at the queer can. This time though, the can ain’t movin’. David Butler teaches at Henderson Elementary, Vancouver, and is a member of the LGBTQ action group of the BCTF Committee for Action on Social Justice.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13058,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 1998 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 11, Number 1, September 1998 Teach critical thinking through historical problem solving by Linda Clode The seeds of the most horrific crimes of the 20th century are sown in the unresolved disputes initiated by the playground bully. These conflicts create initial combatants, opposing camps of supporters, residual resentment, scapegoats, the desire to justify an indefensible position, and escalating hostilities—in short, the very conditions despots use to solidify their hold on a population. Students must understand—that playground disputes are but a microcosm of the problems of the world in general and can escalate. The difficult topic is a challenge for students. Few materials are both suitable and compelling. Fewer, still, are worthy of the investment in time such a topic deserves. Happily, Maus ably fills the void. Maus, A Survivor’s Tale, by Pulitzer-Prize-winning author and illustrator Art Spiegelman, is the story of the struggles that survivors of the Holocaust and their children face as they try to come to terms with their experiences in Hitler’s Europe. The topic has been visited before, but what makes this two-volume set unique is that the characters are drawn in comic-book format. A comic book? About the Holocaust? Yes. And it works. Brilliantly. The heroes are mice; the Nazis, cats. Other ethnic groups are represented by other animals. While the characters are depicted as animals, their behaviour is human. This very human behaviour allows the books to be studied on many different levels. The richly layered and multitextured book proves an invaluable tool in studying this important topic. The comic-book format pulls the reader into the story, a complex tale that opens with the son in discussion with the father about his life in Poland and during the war. The son wishes to hear about the captivity of the father. Chapter One introduces the reader to Artie and his father, Vladek, and Vladek’s second wife, Mala. We learn that Artie’s mother has committed suicide, that Vladek has a heart condition. Artie tells us that he is not close to his father and his father and stepmother do not get along. They argue about seemingly insignificant things such as the use of a wire hanger or a wooden one. We learn that most of Vladek and Mala’s friends are also survivors. All of this is revealed in the first six panels of the chapter. Maus can be used in conjunction with many facets of the curriculum including English (memoir, narrative) and the visual arts. However, if students are to see the connections between behaviour today and events of the past, then creative problem solving in an historical context, or historical problem solving, is a particularly strong option. The Osborne/Parnes creative problem-solving process of data gathering, problem finding, selecting the underlying or key problem, generating multiple solutions, evaluating the solutions, and creating a plan of action for implementing the best solution is an effective way to explore current challenges for students in the real world. A variation of this method, future problem solving, is set in the world of the future and relies on students’ making their best predictions in a world that is yet to be. Historical problem solving moves the students to a situation in the past where they are asked to reconsider decisions that have already been made. This key difference between historical problem solving and the other two processes involves the analysis of the actual results of decision taken rather than the speculation as to what those results might be. Using their critical thinking skills of analysis, synthesis, and evaluation, students can propose alternative solutions to the decisions made in the past. Applying problem solving to history encourages students to see the importance of careful consideration of the problems facing the nations and to come to the realization that consequences of any decision are inevitable. Students can then make the link from what was (Germany in the 1930s) to what is (rising incidents of hate crimes in British Columbia) to what could be (legislation to control freedom of assembly? censorship? citizen involvement? community intervention? programs to identify and address bullies in schools?), and appropriate plans of action can be devised. An analysis of what makes a good society is integral to the study. Information gleaned from a thorough understanding of the past allows students to propose alternative scenarios of what could have been done in the past as well as what might be done in the future. Students hone their thinking skills anchored in the reality of the past with the hope of positively affecting the future. Maus provides an excellent vehicle by which to do that thinking. Linda Clode teaches social studies at University Hill Secondary School, Vancouver. The exhibit, Maus, runs from October 15 to December 15 at the Holocaust Education Centre. To book school tours or borrow a classroom set, call 264-0499. A teacher’s guide is also available. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=6902,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 7, May/June 2006 Bill 33: A step in the right direction by Peter Owens The courageous stand taken by teachers in October 2005 has produced significant changes in the labour relations climate in BC. The first noticeable change was the government’s approach to collective bargaining. After our strike the government acknowledged it cannot resort to the use of legislation to impose its will. Rather than ripping up collective agreements, it promised a pool of money for settlements and a second pool for signing bonuses. Near the end of March, 2006, BCGEU President George Heyman, while announcing the signing of a new agreement with the government, commented that the provincial government paid attention during last year’s teachers’ strike. "The days of ripping up contracts are over," he said. In early April, after nearly 225,000 public sector workers had signed new agreements, BC Federation of Labour president Jim Sinclair credited teachers for turning labour relations in BC around. He noted that solid public support for teachers showed the government it could no longer impose contracts on workers. The second dramatic shift for the government was the introduction of legislated class-size limits for Grades 4–12 on April 27, 2006. In September 2005, the government was claiming that there were no problems with class sizes in BC. As the strike ended, the government acknowledged that class size and composition was a problem, but it could be addressed at the Learning Round Table. As late as April 21, 2006, other groups at the Learning Round Table, while admitting that there were pressure points with class size and composition at the Grades 4–7 level, wanted to ensure that administrators had flexibility in setting up classes. BCTF representatives repeatedly made the point that allowing flexibility meant that over 9,000 classes currently have 31 or more students in them and almost 11,000 classes have 4 or more students with special needs. Despite the fact that the round table participants were insisting on flexibility, the government introduced Bill 33 to limit the size of classes from Grades 4–12. Minister of Education Shirley Bond acknowledged as she introduced the legislation that, "Class size and composition were also central to the two-week illegal strike last fall by the BC Teachers’ Federation." The introduction of the legislation was greeted by the BCTF as a small step in the right direction. BCTF President Jinny Sims wrote to the minister of education acknowledging this change of direction. Sims went on to make a number of points regarding the legislation. It is critical that adequate funding be provided to school boards to implement the legislative changes successfully. The requirement for the teachers’ consent to exceed the legislative limits in Grades 4–7 should be expanded to Grades 8–12. Shop, lab, and home economics classes have specific and serious safety concerns and should be limited to 24 students. The timelines for finalizing class sizes should be shortened. There should be ratios for non-enrolling, specialist teachers including teacher-librarians, ESL teachers, counselors, learning assistance teachers, resource teachers, and others to support students and ensure their success. There should be class-size limits for alternate programs and special programs to provide appropriate support and learning environments for students involved. The legislation does not provide for the needs of ESL students and others such as gifted, who clearly require extra support but do not currently qualify as students with special needs. Sims reiterated that the BCTF views the legislation as moving in the right direction and called on the government to work with teachers to ensure that school boards, administrators, and teachers working together can meet the needs of our students. Peter Owens is an assistant director of the BCTF’s Communications and Campaigns Division and editor of Teacher. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7868&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 3, November/December 2004 It’s all about achievement by David Denyer Early in this present government’s assault on education and teachers, the deputy minister of education introduced documents setting the agenda. Emblazoned on the front page, and much repeated ever since, has been the mantra "It’s all about achievement." It is somewhat surprising that this slogan has never been challenged or subject to critical appraisal. There is no knowing what it’s refers to or what defines achievement. These words appear to be a thinly veiled exhortation to relentless striving. Noticeably absent from this "achievement" vocabulary is any notion of enjoyment, pleasure, or recreation. Instead there are accountability, data collection, and, most recently, supervision-supervision of teachers, conducted by principals who are themselves supposedly supervised by directors and superintendents who are in turn supervised by the deputy minister and the ministry. It is a top-down, paternalistic model of continuous surveillance ostensibly aimed at improving instruction (no longer teaching) and of course "achievement" (as measured by tests). Aside from the totally absurd and insulting assumption that lurks behind this initiative—that somehow teachers and teaching are running amok—what will this do to our concept of and practice of teaching and education? Teachers, I fear, are going to be increasingly cajoled and intimidated into using an ever restricted, defined, and officially sanctioned pedagogy (thinly disguised as "best practice"). That pedagogy will be directed at serving a narrow, compressed curriculum in which the only things that matter are literacy, social responsibility, and, to some extent numeracy. But above all, what matters most will be improved FSA scores and measurable results. Any notion of meaningful teacher autonomy (critical to being a professional) will be lost and teachers will become mere functionaries charged with manipulating prescribed materials and strategies in the service of a cynical political agenda aimed at portraying a system that can somehow be successful despite vastly reduced support. In concert with the other political directions this government is pursuing, we are witnessing a war on childhood. Schools are becoming "work camps" and children simply compliant human capital to be equipped with marketable skills. To ensure attainment of government’s "deadening" goals and objectives, the establishment of which teachers have never condoned or been part of, supervision will be a key component. David Denyer is an assistant director in the BCTF’s Field Services Division.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/parents.aspx?id=3616,BCTF > Tips for parents on keeping kids safe from bullying  	For parents  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents Advocating for Public Education  Home & School Communication  Hot Topics  Learning Conditions  Presentations for Parents  Reading  Safety at School  Special Education  Supporting Your Child's Learning  For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > For Parents > Safety at School Tips for Parents on Keeping Kids Safe from Bullying A. Introduction "Violence is any act that takes away a person's dignity and leads to a sense of hopelessness or helplessness". Martin Luther King Jr. "Violence is a mean word, look, or act that hurts a person's feelings, body, or property". Respect Program "Bullying is being mean on purpose". Names Will Never Hurt Me Bullying remains a public concern as the media bombards us with information and examples of the severe impact it has on children and youth. The long term detrimental effects make it critical for us to better understand bullying, what is happening in our communities, and what we can teach our children to keep them safe. We seek to change the culture of the school grounds, communities and society. This is not an easy task; there is no simple solution. Parents, you are invited to join with teachers and school staff to teach children ways to feel good about themselves, how to get along with others, and how to treat each other with respect and dignity. We want children to have the assertiveness skills necessary to feel confident and able to stand up for themselves and, equally important and difficult, to be able to stand up for their peers. You can explore the topics presented on this web page with your children. You will learn from children what their experience of bullying and harassment is. Children have a willingness to speak of their experiences, thoughts and feelings as we seek to understand what is happening when children bully each other. B. What is bullying? Bullying can start in playful ways. Bullying tends to start off in a tentative way with jokes or rough play, but it can escalate from criticizing the victim to name calling and taunting, and then to personal attacks and public humiliation and physical aggression. "Bullying occurs when a more powerful child, or group of children, repeatedly and intentionally harms another child. Bullying can be physical, verbal or social" Debra Pepler Bullying takes many forms and it is important to have children talk about the different ways they see their peers being mean to each other. Direct forms of bullying include physical actions like pushing, shoving, tripping, hitting, threatening or destroying people's property. Indirect forms of bullying, such as teasing, name calling or laughing at someone are less active yet cause "emotional" bruises that children say may be harder to heal than physical bruises. Perhaps the most prevalent type of bullying or harassment could be described as social bullying - spreading rumours and purposeful exclusion of people from activities or the group. It is worth noting that bullying or harassment that continues or is taken to extremes is a criminal offence. Adults do not assault or slander without consequences. Our children have a right to be treated with respect and deserve the same protection as adults. Bullying happens where adults aren't! Children who bully know it is not acceptable to adults. The covert nature of bullying makes it difficult for parents or teachers to track. We need to teach the children in the community to be allies in the process of standing up to bullies and asking for help from adults if the bullying persists. We also need to teach the observers to the bullying to stand up to the bullies and support the child being bullied. Empowering the witnesses to be moved to action is what makes the community system whole and healthy. To shift the culture of the school, we all share responsibility for the whole. These are three perspectives involved in a triangle of bullying - the person who: Bullies  Observes  Receives  It is important to separate the person from the behaviour in our language. We should refer to the person who bullies, rather than "the bully", the person who receives or is victimized, rather than "the victim", and the sometimes forgotten one who observes, who is the person with the most power to change the situation. C. Is bullying happening? A child who displays any of the following signals may indicate that bullying is happening. afraid to go to school feeling ill in the morning skipping school taking a different route to school going to school early or late "losing" belongings coming home with damaged property unexplained cuts, bruises or other injuries avoiding play areas at lunch or recess crying easily when asked about school or playtime A child may be bullying other children if any of the following signals are displayed: coming home with items which do not belong to them using verbal or physical aggression to deal with conflict putting others down in conversations talking about getting even with others being unable to play co-operatively having a hard time expressing feelings hanging out with aggressive children D. Names will never hurt me - verbal self defence Your challenge is to empower your child in the use of verbal self defence. Snappers: Has this been bothering you for long? Wish you wouldn't worry about me so much. Stoppers: That's bullying me. Stop it. If you are going to play with me, do it without bullying. I know what you are doing. You're trying to hurt me. Stop it. You're trying to get a reaction and it's not going to work. Savers: Hey! Stop that! You're being mean to her. That's harassment. Quit it! Sam, why are you being so rude? We want to change the growing tendency of children to be mean to each other. We want to teach the child who is watching to be able to stand up to the person who is bullying and say: "Quit bullying, Sam, let's get on with the game". Children will not easily have the courage to stand up to a person who bullies unless they have had a chance to talk through their feelings and hear that others have similar feelings. They also need lots of practice in using the new language. When you talk with your child ask how they think each child in the triangle feels and thinks. You want your child to understand that how they treat other people does make a difference. Developing empathy for all involved can motivate change. Whether it is parents, teachers or students, the place to start is with the personal experience of bullying because each of us has a personal, emotional connection that will move us to action and change. E. Conclusion Continue to visit this site as we present more ideas to help you understand that it is possible to shift our culture to an environment that is safe for all children. F. References Children Who Bully - Will They Grow Out Of It? Wendy Craig Queens University, Debra Pepler, York University, Orbit. Volume 29 Number 4, 1999 Names Will Never Hurt Me, Beverly Brookman, Pacific Edge Publishing, 1999 About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141008,thetyee.ca,http://thetyee.ca/About/Tyee-to-Print/,The Tyee – Tyee Publications About Advertise Follow Support RSS Topic Aboriginal Affairs BC Election 2013 BC Politics Education Energy Environment Federal Politics Film Food Gender + Sexuality Health Housing Labour + Industry Local Economy Media Municipal Politics Music Photo Essays Podcasts Politics Rights + Justice Science + Tech Transportation Travel Urban Planning + Architecture News Culture Opinion National MediaCheck Solutions Join Craving crack civic election coverage? Help fund it... Tyee Publications Welcome to The Tyee Publications page! Every so often, Tyee staff go through the archives with a fine-toothed comb and compile the best work that we've done on a specific topic. We then take those articles and create from them a PDF document that is easy-to-read, easy-to-print, and easy-to-email-to-friends. Why bother with PDFs? Our reporters have broken major news stories over the years. In many cases - such as with our series on shipping container housing (see "Green Homes, Out of the Box" below) - Tyee journalism has even resulted in changes in public policy (check out the PDF for more information!) Even though The Tyee is always available for free online and readers can stay up to date with our work by subscribing to our free eNewsletter, we think it's best to share our work in as many formats as possible. Below, you'll find all the collections we've made to date, saved in PDF form. You're welcome to download them, send them to friends, print them off and bring them to meetings at work, use them to prove to your stubborn great-uncle that urban farming really is a good idea...or for whatever else you like. We hope you enjoy them! "Hot Stories from BC's Labour Beat": The Tyee has what we think is the best (it might be the only) labour beat in BC media. We’ve run hundreds of stories in recent years about job safety, workers’ rights, labour politics and how to make B.C. and Canada a fairer, more humane place to earn a living. Here are ten of our favourites, with reporting by Tom Sandborn and Justin Langille. "Green From the Ground Up": Green building practices and environmental awareness can save money, improve living conditions, and create jobs. This PDF brings two Tyee Series together into one package; it includes "Green Homes, Out of the Box" - a series of articles on shipping container housing, available for download separately below - and "Green Buildings That Pay Off," both by Tyee reporter Monte Paulsen. "Green Homes, Out of the Box": Shipping containers revolutionized the global economy, making trade possible on a scale never before seen. Now, these big steel boxes hold the potential to revolutionize urban living and design. With reporting by Monte Paulsen. "Growing the Local Bounty: Farmlands in Flux in Ontario and BC": Reporters Colleen Kimmett, Jeff Nield and Justin Langille journey through the greenbelts outside Vancouver and Toronto to gauge the health of local food systems and find out from growers, processors and distributors what's working to make local food truly sustainable. "A Home For All" In a market that isn't delivering a variety of cost-effective housing, Tyee investigative editor Monte Paulsen reports on how different approaches to finance, government policy and design could whittle the costs down to manageable proportions. And we invite experts to weigh in with their own opinion pieces. We'll be updating this page as we create more PDF packages of our articles. If you have a suggestion for what topic or issue we should anthologize next, email us at info@thetyee.ca. Tweet LNG a chance, not a windfall, says BC throne speech Postmedia could soon own almost every English newspaper in Canada. What could possibly go wrong? VIEW: Voting for your principles is 'strategic voting' Petition opposes BC's 'potential muzzling' of non-profits More troubles for BC's big LNG plans Tirade at Tyee by immigration minister's top aide analyzed tweet by tweet Government slow to respond to FOIs? No need to tell Bob Mackin Converting ferries to LNG will save money, reduce fares: CEO See more » Your BC: The Tyee's Photo Pool Join The Tyee's Flickr group » View previous selections » Reported Elsewhere Postmedia could soon own almost every English newspaper in Canada (via DeSmog) Petronas CEO warns of 15-year delay to BC LNG project (via G&M) BC government apologizes for firing worker who later killed himself (via the Victoria Times-Colonist) From Tibet to Taiwan, China's outer regions watch Hong Kong protests intently (via the New York Times) It's a shame Jean-Claude Duvalier died a free man, says ex-UN prosecutor (via CBC News) Vancouver's cabbies take aim at Uber (via The Province) Keurig's coffee supremacy challenged by Canadian firm (via Yahoo! News) North and South Korea 'agree to talks' (via BBC News) See more » About The Tyee National Pool Contributors Advertise Contact Funding Jobs Master Classes Privacy Policy Submissions Support The Tyee News Culture Opinion National Mediacheck Solutions Video Publications Tyee News Weekly Archives The Hook Other BC Blogs Reported Elsewhere Steve Burgess Murray Dobbin Michael Geist Crawford Kilian Rafe Mair Andrew Nikiforuk Shannon Rupp Bill Tieleman Dorothy Woodend Follow The Tyee Subscribe by email Subscribe by RSS Tyee Mobile App Managed Hosting by Gossamer Threads × Share article via email Send this article to: Your email address: Your message: Would you like to receive The Tyee's headlines free by email? Yes, every day. Yes, once a week. I already subscribe. No, thanks. Submit Show form again » Close)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9404&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 19, Number 2, October 2006 World Teacher’s Day Helping teachers in Lebanon and Oaxaca With the struggle that BC teachers went through in the last year, it is perhaps easier for us to understand how personal and professional lives can be affected by events and struggles. Two groups of teachers in the last few months have gone through cataclysmic events far greater than those we have faced. Teachers in Lebanon, particularly in the south of the country, had their schools and homes destroyed during the month-long war. When the bombing stopped, Education International (EI) put out an appeal on behalf of Lebanon’s teacher unions for funds to help their members get re-established. The BCTF executive responded to the appeal with a contribution of $10,000 to the EI solidarity fund specifically for the teachers in Lebanon. Many individuals also donated to the fund. Teachers in the state of Oaxaca in Mexico have been in the midst of incredible social upheaval for several months. The 70,000 members of Section 22 of SNTE, the Mexican teachers’ union, went on strike on May 15. One of their demands was a raise in salary to keep up with inflation–not a surprise. However, they also had a number of demands for their students and their learning conditions. The teachers wanted the government to provide a free breakfast for their students, books, writing utensils, and minimally adequate school buildings. Oaxaca is a state that is made up of about 40% indigenous population. Poverty is widespread, particularly in the rural indigenous communities. A large percentage of the young people have been forced to abandon their homes and cross into the United States, often illegally, to make money they send back to Mexico to support their families. To increase the pressure on the government to negotiate, thousands of teachers and their families occupied the huge plaza in the centre of the city of Oaxaca. On June 14, the government responded by sending in 3,000 armed state police in the middle of the night. Fleeing teachers and their families were beaten and, according to reports, some were killed. This changed the situation from a teacher strike to a community demand for change. Two days after the attack, 400,000 people marched in support of the teachers. Agricultural, student, and union groups joined the teachers and created the Popular Assembly of the People of Oaxaca. The teachers reclaimed the plaza and the community took over the city and demanded the resignation of Gov. Ulíses Ruíz Ortíz, who went into hiding. For over three months the protest has continued, with thousands of people living in the plaza and the streets of the city, sharing their food and holding meetings of the Popular Assembly where they discuss how to make changes. Several people have been killed, some on their way to the city from a rural area and the union offices attacked. Despite fears of further violence, the protest has continued for four months. Soon after the attack by the police on the teachers, Antonio Garcia, a member of the executive of the teachers’ union was in Vancouver to take part in the education section of the World Peace Forum. The BCTF executive had approved a $10,000 grant to the union to help to feed and support the families and Antonio was able to take the cheque back to Mexico. A DVD on the teachers’ movement in Mexico, and Oaxaca in particular, is available on loan from the BCTF. It is called "Granito de Arena" (grains of sand) and was made before the recent events, but helps to explain the context of education in Mexico and the struggle of the teachers’ union in Oaxaca. To borrow the DVD and to show it to colleagues, mail your request to video@bctf.ca and include your name, the title, school address, and school phone and fax. – Larry Kuehn)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=26369,BCTF News Releases  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources   For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development News Release Archives 2014  2013  2012    2011 2010  2009  2008 2007  2006  Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2012 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  March 18, 2012 Teachers resist Bill 22, as Education Minister sells public schooling for profit Today almost 700 delegates to the BCTF’s 96th Annual General Meeting will gather for the first full day of debate on how best to respond to Bill 22 and its attacks on teachers’ rights and students’ learning. At the same time, Education Minister George Abbott is in China “to promote the BC education brand” at an international student recruitment fair. “It’s a stunning contradiction,” said BCTF President Susan Lambert. “George Abbott is off in Shanghai praising our public education system with the goal of luring more fee-paying foreign students to study here. Meanwhile, he’s actively undermining the quality of education with the legislation he brought in last Thursday. On top of that, he’s spending millions of tax dollars on a major ad campaign attacking the very teachers who are the heart and soul of public education.” Lambert emphasized that while Bill 22 has devastating implications for teachers’ bargaining rights, that’s not the worst of it. Bill 22 is also enables government to further cut costs by eliminating effective class- size limits for Grades 4 to 12, protections for class composition and guarantees of services to students with special needs. “Ten years ago this government planned to cut $275 million a year from education funding to pay for their 25% tax cut. In current dollars, that’s over $3.3 billion stolen from our public schools in the last decade,” Lambert said. A new BCTF research report released today reveals that deeper cuts are to come next year. In this year’s budget the paltry $4 million increase (for full-day Kindergarten) to the 2012–13 operating grants is set against the $112 million needed for school districts just to keep pace with inflation. For details see: http://www.bctf.ca/uploadedFiles/Publications/Research_reports/2012-EF-01.pdf  Furthermore, in recent days an increasing number of school boards have written to Abbott expressing serious concerns about Bill 22 and the damage it will cause to the working relationships within school communities. The imposition of severe limitations on the mediation process is seen as a major obstacle. As one example, see this letter from the Sunshine Coast Board of Education: https://www.facebook.com/note.php?note_id=238604796235375  Bill 22 is the 20th piece of BC Liberal legislation since 2001 that targets teachers. “What kind of government so persistently attacks the public school teachers who are dedicated to passing on knowledge and skills to the next generation? Clearly, we have no option but to resist this unjust legislation in every way possible,” Lambert said.   -  30  - Media please note: BCTF President Susan Lambert will be available to take questions today, March 18, at 12:30 in the foyer outside the Plaza and Georgia rooms on the 2nd floor of the Hyatt Regency. For more information, contact Nancy Knickerbocker, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell). Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=24172,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > October 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 2, October 2011   The rebranding of Christy Clark and the BC Liberals over the past seven months Trust looms large in the next provincial election  By Noel Herron   Queen of photo ops, Premier Maggie Muggins, and Madame Flip Flop are some of the less-than-flattering encomiums directed at Christy Clark since she assumed the premiership of BC seven months ago. Clark who had parlayed her popularity as a CKNW radio host into the premier’s chair, defeating three well known Liberal cabinet ministers (she received the support of only one Liberal MLA for her campaign) has, only recently, been subjected to a more critical analysis by most of the mainstream media. Prior to, and after her victory, the overweening attention of the media, especially the photo-a-day treatment by Vancouver-based Post Media conglomerate (print and television) for a three-month period, amounted to unabashed boosterism for Clark’s campaign. A few commentators stand out, notably the Vancouver Sun’s Vaughan Palmer, as insightful and incisive exceptions to this type of coverage. Contrast that with the shabby treatment accorded John Cummins, the newly elected leader of the struggling provincial Conservative party, who barely rated a mention and, if he did, it was in the last paragraph or two of political pieces. (Incidentally, last month’s Liberal attack ads targeting the Conservatives, underline the growing threat they perceive to their provincial coalition.) But many questions remain as Clark continues what has been called, to date, her “never-ending election campaign;” some of these questions are: Is Christy Clark with her evolving political career and emphasis on self-promotion to the detriment of governing the province, now being too clever by half? And, most importantly, will the general electorate—not the registered Liberal party members of whom she is clearly the darling—buy into the reinvented and supposedly softer, gentler image of what was previously an ideological, right-wing coalition? In her ongoing efforts to distance herself and her party from the more contentious policies of her predecessor, it is worth remembering that Clark served as deputy premier, minister of education and minister of children and family development in the Campbell government. As education minister, the outright rejection by the Supreme Court of Canada as “unconstitutional and invalid” her 2002 sledgehammer education legislation that callously denied assistance to the province’s most vulnerable kids with special needs, was a resounding rebuke. It cost BC’s struggling education system $275 million over a five-year period. This specific, court-ordered underfunding has yet to be addressed by the Liberals. Having narrowly won the byelection to replace Gordon Campbell in his Point Grey riding, Clark brazenly asserted that she viewed her razor-thin victory as a “mandate for change.” And a day after her victory (in which she flatly refused to debate her opponent), and after she had promised her new constituents that she would faithfully represent them in Victoria, she allowed that she might not run in Point Grey in the general election. Having polished her populism on radio, Clark comes across to many as glib, often dismissive, with even a touch of arrogance. While she earned kudos for raising the minimum wage, something the BC Liberals resisted for a decade, it won’t reach the $10/hour level until May 2012. It was not lost on working stiffs across this province that in May 2007, the governing Liberals voted themselves an increase of 29%, while the premier’s raise was a whopping 54%. Clark’s policy flip-flops are many: her initial position on BC’s representation in the Canadian Senate, her ever-changing position on the HST, and her threat to over-rule mayors on a gas tax hike to fund the Evergreen Line. Her penchant for sustained showboating as either a soccer mum, a Canuck supporter replete with hockey jersey, or as a Kitsilano waitress (barely disguising her power suit and high heels), is not her most appealing trait. Her reversals of Campbell policies on such issues as increased camping fees in public parks, partial restoration of community grants (including last month’s reversal on playground grants) and the review of BC Ferries rates, will undoubtedly win her some support. However, the decade-old, over-the-top, Liberal claim to be “the most open government in Canada” falls far short, despite Clark’s promise to alter the secrecy-ingrained Campbell regime. Indeed, this change of approach received a serious blow when it was discovered that four firms with Liberal ties received secret HST contracts. However, it is Christy Clark’s signature, families-first policy that has been called “Liberal Lite”—heavy on platitudes and short on substance—that has come in for repeated and justifiable criticism. Apart from restoring some funding to important non-core programs such as the school-based Roots of Empathy and the strengthening of school bullying programs, substantial issues such as the denial of funding to the most vulnerable kids with special needs in BC schools, coupled with the worst child-poverty rate in Canada, and the closure by the Liberals of upwards of 60 group homes for developmentally disabled and the cutting of services putting these families under stress—all of these mock Clark’s repeated and dubious claims for her families-first agenda. Add to this the mid-summer announcement (astoundingly couched in Liberal terms as a good news story) of diminished access to subsidies for working families needing childcare. But remember, this is the new way of doing things as our premier never tires of telling us. Even more damaging to Clark’s vaunted families-first mantra is the draconian 2004 legislative change to child labour law, whereby a 12-year-old BC child was allowed to go to work. Prior to this, the minimum work age was 15. Joel Bakan, an internationally known UBC professor and expert in the field, (author of the new Childhood Under Siege: How Big Business Targets Children), notes that BC currently “has the most neglectful child labour law in North America, indeed in the world… Afghanistan and Haiti have more protective laws on their books.” To drive the point home Bakan adds, “In British Columbia, a child can go to work at 12, in just about any job, hazardous or not (mines, taverns, bars, and lounges are the only exceptions) and they can be required to work at any time of the day or night except during school hours.” The Liberal rationale for this changed labour law was cited as “making BC more competitive.” Shameful. In a sense, it really does not matter when Clark decides to call a provincial election. She recently ended months of speculation about an impending fall election. Be it next year or the following year, one key word will be “trust.” After Clark’s refusal to review the disgraceful Basi/Virk $6 million legal payout, but more particularly, the late August defeat of Gordon Campbell’s deviously introduced HST tax (supported by every single Liberal MLA at the time, and endorsed, albeit in a modified form by the current government), the BC Liberals will have their hands full on the credibility front facing a revitalized opposition once the writ is dropped. The sell off of BC Rail, after promising not to, also factors heavily into the Liberals’ trust deficit. Certainly the rebranding of the BC Liberals as the party of lower taxes and fiscal management took a huge hit with the dumping of the HST. Now the complex task of unscrambling Campbell’s massive mess as the province returns to the PST/GST is estimated to last a year or more. One expects the opposition party to provide detailed, if not biting, critiques of government leadership prior to an election, but when the current minister of education, George Abbott, albeit, in the final days of the heated leadership race for the premier’s office, bluntly stated that, “more and more it is abundantly clear that Ms. Clark’s positions are simply not credible and it shows that she has no real plan for our province, our economy or our families.” Even some Liberals have started to question Clark’s gravitas in the premier’s chair. Her September job creation announcement, designed in part to counteract this negative impression, came replete with recycled and repackaged strategies originally designed by, what one reporter pointedly labelled, “he who shall not be named.“ Lastly, many middle-of-the-road BC Liberals have to be painfully aware that no amount of rebranding, hyperbolic sloganeering, or reinvention of the party’s image will overcome voter anger at the piling on, over a decade, of a host of both direct and indirect taxes (some surreptitiously) on a weary BC electorate. Pocketbook issues dominate every time. Voters will have the final say on this if, and when, Christy Clark finally drops the writ.  Noel Herron, former Vancouver school trustee.   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141006,mobile.twitter.com,https://mobile.twitter.com/VESTA39,টুইটারে VESTA (@VESTA39) সাইন ইন করুন! নিবন্ধন করুন VESTA @ VESTA39 Vancouver, BC Vancouver Elementary School Teachers' Association vesta.ca 2,65 টুইটগুলি 1,54 অনুসরণ করছেন 4,71 অনুসরণকারীগণ টুইটগুলি VESTA @VESTA39 50মিনিঃ .@VESTA39 @bctf teachers preparing for upcoming municipal elections. Our voices will be heard. #bcpoli #bced বিবরণ দেখুন · VESTA @VESTA39 1দিঃ Happy World Teachers' Day to all @VESTA39, @bctf teachers. #bced বিবরণ দেখুন · VESTA পুনঃটুইট করেছে Ontario Teachers @OntarioTeacher3 24 সেপ্টেঃ It's time Canadian teachers stop lying to parents. huffingtonpost.ca/naomi-lazarus/… #bctf #etfo #osstf #oecta #ata #stf #nbtf সারসংক্ষেপ দেখুন · VESTA পুনঃটুইট করেছে Debbie @DebbieLPawluk 22 সেপ্টেঃ A BIG shout out from the VTF to Vancouver Fire Fighters Local 18 for their generous donation @bctf @VESTA39 #bced pic.twitter.com/LySmCBCz3W ছবি দেখুন · VESTA @VESTA39 22 সেপ্টেঃ To every @VESTA39 teacher who instinctually smiles and waves when s/he hears the sound of a car horn, have a great first day tomorrow #bced. বিবরণ দেখুন · VESTA পুনঃটুইট করেছে Rich Overgaard @RichTweets 22 সেপ্টেঃ Thoughtful, caring, strong, determined, cool, calm, and collected from beginning to end. Way to go Jim Iker! #bced #bcpoli বিবরণ দেখুন · VESTA পুনঃটুইট করেছে Susan Lambert @susant8404 21 সেপ্টেঃ #bced#bcpoli#bctf I'll be at People's Climate March at CBC Plaza at Hamilton&Georgia at 1 today. Hope to see you there. অবস্থান দেখুন · VESTA পুনঃটুইট করেছে Jane Bouey @janebouey 21 সেপ্টেঃ Thank you teachers for your sacrifices. Thank you for standing up for public education.#bced বিবরণ দেখুন · VESTA পুনঃটুইট করেছে BCTF @bctf 21 সেপ্টেঃ Let's keep up the call for more education funding to meet kids' needs. Where do your school trustees stand? bctf.ca/uploadedFiles/… | #bcpoli বিবরণ দেখুন · VESTA পুনঃটুইট করেছে Patti Bacchus @pattibacchus 21 সেপ্টেঃ Congrats to the @bctf on ratifying the deal. Thank you to teachers for always standing up for improved learning conditions for students. বিবরণ দেখুন · VESTA পুনঃটুইট করেছে NS Teachers Union @NSTeachersUnion 21 সেপ্টেঃ At first PE mtg @NSTeachersUnion Exec approved $50000 for @bctf teachers' hardship fund @CanTeachersFed #TeachersMakeADifference বিবরণ দেখুন · VESTA পুনঃটুইট করেছে Jody Polukoshko @unitedstrong 20 সেপ্টেঃ .@VESTA39 conversations w/ parents & public today showed public totally engaged. Qs re: the deal, the appeal, love for teacher courage #bced বিবরণ দেখুন · VESTA পুনঃটুইট করেছে Patti Bacchus @pattibacchus 20 সেপ্টেঃ .@VESTA39 Congrats! Thank you to your members for standing up for improved learning conditions for @VSB39 kids. #appreciation কথোপকথন দেখুন · VESTA পুনঃটুইট করেছে Mike Lombardi @LombardiMike 20 সেপ্টেঃ #VisionVancouvrr announces $400K to expand breakfast programs for vulnerable kids. #vanpoli ow.ly/3rAEu4 ow.ly/3rAEcW সারসংক্ষেপ দেখুন · VESTA পুনঃটুইট করেছে Susan Lambert @susant8404 20 সেপ্টেঃ The Conspiracy Of Silence In B.C. Schools Is Over huff.to/XNtVOM via @HuffPostBC #bcpoli#bced no more silence, now we speak:1voice সারসংক্ষেপ দেখুন · VESTA পুনঃটুইট করেছে Jeremy Reid @MrReidWSS 20 সেপ্টেঃ The secret meeting that broke the B.C. teachers’ impasse /via @globeandmail m.theglobeandmail.com/news/british-c… #bced বিবরণ দেখুন · VESTA @VESTA39 20 সেপ্টেঃ .@VESTA39 teachers at Trout Lake Farmers' Market 11-2:00 thanking community members & explaining new contract. #bctf staying engaged #bced বিবরণ দেখুন · VESTA পুনঃটুইট করেছে Nancy Knickerbocker @NancyKnicker 19 সেপ্টেঃ What's next for #bced? @JimIker's post-ratification interview with Rick Cluff @CBCEarlyEdition pic.twitter.com/eXzzZH9bXW ছবি দেখুন · VESTA @VESTA39 19 সেপ্টেঃ Ratification vote #bctf, 86% in favour of accepting contract. #bced. High voter turnout. Democracy in action. বিবরণ দেখুন · VESTA পুনঃটুইট করেছে BCTF @bctf 19 সেপ্টেঃ Engagement of teachers, parents and the public on defending #bced has been amazing. Let's continue working together! #bced বিবরণ দেখুন · পুরনো টুইট লোড করুন একটি বিষয়, @name, বা সম্পূর্ণ নাম দিন সেটিংস Help উপরে ফেরত যান · ছবি বন্ধ করুন)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=9206&printPage=true,BCTF News Releases  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2006 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE November 20, 2006 National Media Education Week  The BC Teachers’ Federation (BCTF) joins with teachers across the country to celebrate National Media Education Week – a first for Canada. National Media Education Week (November 19–24) highlights the importance of media literacy and web literacy in public education. “Today’s technology offers teachers and students opportunities we could never dream of just a few years ago,” says BCTF President Jinny Sims. “National Media Education Week helps us realize that to be media literate, young people need to develop skills to navigate the various mediums to which they are exposed on a daily basis. Teachers play a critical role in this process, and require carefully developed tools, resources, and professional development opportunities to help their students through society’s maze of media messaging.” In endorsing this inaugural National Media Week, the BCTF points to the need in this digital age, for teachers and students to become literate beyond traditional and conventional boundaries. The BCTF web site offers a number of resources for teachers, and recommends teachers, students, and parents utilize these resources and recognize the importance of media education in public schools. Sims says, “Students today need to develop skills for critical thinking. Data shows that most students are technologically savvy and that by Grade 12, 51% of students have their own computer. Giving them the knowledge to dissect the media messages they receive across today’s electronic landscape is just one of the many tools teachers provide.” - 30 - For more information, contact Yvonne Eamor, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell).)
(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/?lang=fa,Welcome to Twitter - Login or Sign up توییتر زبان: فارسی العربية Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 حساب کاربری دارید؟ ورود تازه واردید؟ همین امروز بپیوندید » ورود تلفن٬ ایمیل یا نام کاربری گذرواژه (رمز عبور) ورود مرا به یاد داشته باش گذرواژه خود را فراموش کرده‌اید؟ از طریق پیامک از توییتر استفاده میکنید؟ به توییتر خوش آمدید. با دوستان خود و دیگر افراد جالب توجه تماس برقرار کنید. خبرهای تازه از آنچه مورد توجه شماست را در لحظه دریافت کنید و از تمام زوایا شاهد تحولات در حال رخ دادن باشید. Okay, okay, okay! #Sasquatch2014 توییت و عکس از @laurenlemon 8:20 PM - 24 May 2014 Our gorgeous Earth at night under a #fullmoon توییت و عکس از @astro_reid 4:20 PM - 12 Jul 2014 Paris, at sunset, after a rainstorm توییت و عکس از @timtrueman 5:02 PM - 28 Apr 2014 Breakfast at the peak of Kilimanjaro with @bilal_kabalan. توییت و عکس از @GoPro 3:13 PM - 10 Jul 2014 here's me dealing with certain javascript errors at 7:30am this morning توییت و عکس از @couch 11:01 AM - 6 May 2014 Never miss a beat of @Lollapalooza. Set your reminder for the Livestream at http://win.gs/lollalive #Lolla توییت و عکس از @redbull 10:01 AM - 10 Jul 2014 ورود مرا به یاد داشته باش · گذرواژه خود را فراموش کرده‌اید؟ تازه واردید؟ همین حالا ثبت نام کنید! عضو توییتر شوید سایت توییتر از جاواسکریپت استفاده زیادی می‌کند اگر نمی‌توانید در تنظیمات مرورگر آن را فعال کنید٬ شاید بهتر باشد نسخه مخصوص تلفن همراه را تجربه کنید. سایت توییتر بصورت گسترده از کوکی‌های مرورگر استفاده می‌کند پیش از ورود به سیستم٬ کوکی‌ها را در تنظیمات مرورگر خود فعال کنید. درباره · راهنما · وبلاگ · وضعیت · فرصت‌های‌کاری · شرایط استفاده · حریم خصوصی · کوکی‌ها · اطلاعات آگهی · نام تجاری · آگهی‌دادن · کسب‌وکارها · رسانه · توسعه‌دهندگان · راهنما · © 2014 Twitter پنهان کن بستن قبلی بعدی بستن برو به نمایه یک شخص جستجوهای ذخیره شده حذف حساب تایید شده @ کاربران پیشنهادی حساب تایید شده @ حساب تایید شده @ بستن بازتوییت برای دنبال کنندگان شما؟ لغو بازتوییت بستن آیا مطمئن هستید که می‌خواهید این توییت را پاک کنید؟ لغو حذف بستن مسدود کردن لغو مسدود کردن افزودن موقعیت مکانی به توییت‌ها اگر توییت شما حاوی اطلاعات مکانی باشد، توییتر آن مکان را ذخیره می‌کند. شما می‌توانید موقعیت مکانی خود را قبل از فرستادن هر توییت خاموش/روشن کنید، و همیشه این امکان را دارید که تاریخچه‌ موقعیت‌های مکانی را از توییت‌های خود حذف کنید. بیشتر بدانید فعال‌ کردن مکان‌یابی الان نه غیرفعال کردن مکان‌یابی بستن خلاصه نمایه بستن فهرست‌های شما بستن ایجاد یک فهرست تازه نام فهرست شرح کمتر از ١٠٠ حرف، اختیاری فهرست‌ها: حریم خصوصی عمومی · همه می‌توانند این فهرست را دنبال کنند خصوصی · فقط شما میتوانید به این فهرست دسترسی داشته باشید ذخیره فهرست بستن بستن قراردادن این توییت در سایت خود این توییت را با کپی کردن کد زیر به وب‌سایت خود اضافه کنید Learn more مشکلی در اتصال به سرور به وجود آمد. دوباره امتحان می کنید؟ شامل توییت اولیه شامل رسانه غیرنوشتاری پیش‌نمایش بستن عضو توییتر شوید مشترک توییتر نیستید؟ نام نویسی کنید تا از آنچه که برای شما مهم است با خبر شده و هم به شکل آنی در جریان رویدادهای تازه قرار بگیرید. حساب کاربری دارید؟ ورود » بستن کدهای کوتاه (ارسال و دریافت) دو طرفه: کشور کد برای مشتریانِ ایالات متحده آمریکا 40404 (هر) کانادا 21212 (هر) انگلیس 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 برزیل 40404 Nextel, TIM هاییتی 40404 Digicel, Voila ایرلند 51210 Vodafone, O2 هند 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance اندونزی 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata ایتالیا 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » کدهای پیام کوتاه را برای دیگر کشورها مشاهده کنید بستن تایید)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/contacts.cfm?page=caps&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true,BCTF Contacts Home E-mail Lists Links A to Z Index Contact Us Help SITE SEARCH Quick Links BCTF formsBCTF NewsFrançaisLabour linksPensionsTeacher NewsmagazineTeaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Error Occurred While Processing Request The web site you are accessing has experienced an unexpected error. Please contact the website administrator. The following information is meant for the website developer for debugging purposes. Error Occurred While Processing Request Could not find the included template CFtemplates/caps.cfm. Note: If you wish to use an absolute template path (for example, template="/mypath/index.cfm") with CFINCLUDE, you must create a mapping for the path using the ColdFusion Administrator. Or, you can use per-application settings to specify mappings specific to this application by specifying a mappings struct to THIS.mappings in Application.cfc. Using relative paths (for example, template="index.cfm" or template="../index.cfm") does not require the creation of any special mappings. It is therefore recommended that you use relative paths with CFINCLUDE whenever possible.   Resources: Enable Robust Exception Information to provide greater detail about the source of errors. In the Administrator, click Debugging & Logging > Debug Output Settings, and select the Robust Exception Information option. Check the ColdFusion documentation to verify that you are using the correct syntax. Search the Knowledge Base to find a solution to your problem. Browser   Mozilla/5.0 (compatible; archive.org_bot; Archive-It; +http://archive-it.org/files/site-owners.html) Remote Address   207.241.226.112 Referrer   http://www.bctf.ca/contacts.cfm?page=caps&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true Date/Time   01-Oct-14 12:13 AM)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=14926,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2008 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 20, Number 4, January/February 2008 Readers write BCeSIS–a net loss There may be benefits to a computerized provincial records system but many of us up here in schools in Kitimat, are yet to be convinced. We have just survived our first term under the new BCeSIS reporting system. We have done our first report cards online using our government-issued laptops. Warning! It sounds better than it is. We have felt like guinea pigs in some kind of educational experiment. I don’t know who volunteered us but the only positive in the whole of it is that we survived. As for the experience, let’s just say it was expensive. For well over a month, BCeSIS hijacked our entire teaching agenda. Almost every extra available moment during the six weeks of preparation of the reports was spent mastering the system. We all felt overwhelmed and rather lost. We were using an elementary reporting system without a built-in spell checker, without a section for technology, and without even a work habits or general summary section. The form was simply flawed, and rather sub-standard. It certainly was not an improvement on what we had used in years past. Of course, being online it should have eliminated unnecessary paper—right? Wrong—we had to photocopy all reports and put them into the files ourselves. The cost of using BCeSIS should not just be measured in the cost of laptops, technical people, and systems, but in the loss of creativity, lessons, and opportunities. In 32 years of teaching, I have never seen a teaching agenda so de-railed as what I observed in the lead-up to our first term report. There just was no energy or time left to go the extra distance in our lessons. Our lessons, and therefore our students, suffered. As for help with our various computers within the schools, forget it. Any computer technical people were completely dedicated to BCeSIS. There was just no time for other desperately needed solutions for computer problems. Colleagues, beware of BCeSIS! Your turn is coming soon. BCeSIS needs a lot of refinements before you journey down the road we have just traveled. Good luck. Walter Thorne, Kitimat Thank you I always enjoy my copy of the Teacher. Although I retired in 1986, I still feel the presence of teachers and the precious children when I read all the up-to-date news in the newsmagazine. Congratulations on doing an excellent job and keeping me happy! I will keep reading–you keep sending! Jean Little, Maple Ridge Steelworkers’ solidarity I am writing to thank the BCTF for the generous donation to our forest industry strike. As you are aware, the majority of the strikers are now back at work, but there are still many members out of work because their employers have not called them back. In addition, our local unions’ supplemental strike funds were, in most cases, depleted over the course of the 3.5 month strike. These circumstances make the BCTF contribution both timely and very welcomed, notwithstanding the successful resolution of the dispute. Please know that your union’s show of support will be remembered and you and your members will have the solidarity of the Steelworkers in Western Canada should the need arise. Stephen Hunt, Director, United Steelworkers, Dist. 3  The girls that schools don’t protect Aqsa Parvez, the 16-year-old Mississauga, Ontario girl who was choked to death by her father December 10 for refusing to wear a head scarf (hijab), is one of countless schoolgirls in Canada who suffer physical abuse from parents for being unfaithful to their community. The position of school authorities is that girls wearing the hijab or other repressive clothing do so as an expression of "religious freedom," much like the boys who wear turbans. Yet some of these children dread the way they dress and feel shackled by parental expectations. They are often far from free. In Parvez’s case, her parents pushed her too far. She left home twice in the previous three months, the first time staying at a Toronto shelter. The executive director at the shelter, Wendy Horton, told the press that children like Parvez are caught between their immigrant parents’ desire to see their children respectful of their culture and the children’s own desire to be like their friends. Schools are understandably reluctant to extend their influence into the parental home, and students who live in an abusive home are afraid to walk their problems out the front door. Yet what happens to these children in their homes should be everyone’s concern. The BC Child, Family and Community Service Act (Part 1, s. 2) says "children are entitled to be protected from abuse, neglect, and harm or threat of harm," and schools are obliged to report physical abuse in the home. But what do we do about the children who do not come forward? There is no report in the media that Aqsa Parvez ever spoke to counsellors or teachers at her school. Schools have to work harder to bring threatened and abused children into their hold. They must also begin asking the girls who are donning head scarves and veils whether they are doing so out of choice or fear. Our public school system proudly honours the parental and religious rights of people from different lands. But these rights must be balanced against their children’s right to be who they want to be. Jim McMurtry, Surrey Response to articles on standardized testing The Nov./Dec. 2007 issue of Teacher, which focussed on the disadvantages to students and public education of extensive, compulsory, standardized testing is outstanding. Above all, two articles caught my attention. My ex-colleague, Jim Bowman, with his "A Standardized Test for the Standardized Testers" exuded irony, humour, and unfortunately, tragedy. Opposite page, Thierry Ponchet’s article, "South Park: The little school that could," inspired a personal pride as I attended Grades 4 to 6 there from 1933 to 1936. I may be the oldest former student who has the privilege of reading the newsmagazine. Of all the schools in our province, isn’t it ironic and fortunate that the parents, teachers, and students of the school geographically located closest to the Ministry of Education have assumed a leading opposition role to standardized testing? John Church, Vancouver Support for Grade 12 exams I read the article on the accountability agenda (Teacher, Nov./Dec. 2007) with some interest. Let me begin by saying that I am against the bogus Grades 4, 7, 10, and 11 government exams. They are snapshot exams that bear little relation to information taught in the classroom. However, I have always been a supporter of the Grade 12 exams. These are not mere snapshot exams, but tend to actually test information covered during the year. The exams were a standard to compare with the teacher’s school marks. Ask most teachers of Grade 12 government examinable courses and they grudgingly support them. Recently, a number of private schools have sprung up in the province. In an environment of little or no regulation, their educational results have been startling. When comparing the school marks (all A’s) with the exam marks (mostly F’s), one can see the importance of an external standard. Without some form of government exam, the only marks reported would be those school marks. Most universities have moved away from using government exams for admission; again, the only marks they will now be looking at will be the school marks. I know most school marks are legit, but in a deregulated system, it will be easier for students to ‘buy’ marks. Meanwhile, the Ministry of Education has relegated Grade 12 government exams such as Physics 12, History 12, Biology 12, etc., to an optional status. As a result, fewer students are writing the exams. The upside is that the Fraser Institute has less ammunition to promote private schools. However, I’m saddened that a long tradition, supported by many dedicated teachers, is rapidly biting the dust. Peter Hill, Vancouver The nightmare before schools Could it be any clearer that K to 12 students in this province have ceased to be valued as human beings and have become widgets? Not only do we subject them to quality control checks (standardized tests) in Grades 4, 7, 10, 11, and 12, but now we are finely measuring the per-unit cost of putting each one of them through the system. Education funding has stooped to a new low. The education ministry’s announcement that it is clawing back funding for each secondary student not taking a full—meaning eight—course load is so unworkable as to be absurd. Only if students are treated as the sum of the courses they are taking could this possibly make sense. Schools don’t do this. They count each student as one person. Maybe some students take a summer course to lighten the load in Grade 12 because they need to work part-time. Maybe some see summer school as a way to deal with a particularly difficult course. Whatever the reason, schools should not be penalized for students’ efforts to make the system work. School planning is hard enough using whole people. It will be a nightmare using an unpredictable number of 6/8 and 7/8 people. Unless the government is trying to stop boards of education from offering summer school courses, this clawback must be stopped. The minister of education has pledged to make BC the best-educated, most literate jurisdiction on the continent. This is so she can fulfil one of the government’s "five great goals for a golden decade." It will be interesting to see what measures she will use to chart her progress with graduation rates stalled and enrolment in neighbourhood public schools declining as exclusive private school enrolment increases. In some other jurisdictions, governments have shown leadership by investing in education. What has BC done? It has announced that it is spending more than ever before on a per-pupil basis. This is not an investment. It barely allows boards to keep up with the rising cost of fuel and other fixed costs. Investing is something different. At a minimum it involves dealing with students as whole people with varying needs and abilities. The minister of education can show some leadership by telling boards of education that they do not have to make mid-year cuts. Rather than ask boards to bear the cost, the minister should ask the treasury for funds to support the cost of students attending summer school. Relative to the budget surplus, paying for a small group of students willing to invest their summer holidays in school is a small cost. It might also go part way to respecting them as human beings. Catherine Evans, Chair, British Columbia Society for Public Education   Active solutions I was reading the current edition of the Teacher magazine issued by the BCTF and I just wanted to say thank you for the story on South Park School. There are tons of articles in this magazine and all over the place about the ill effects of standardized tests, and how they affect the students, and I felt this article differed in that it identified active solutions to the moronic actions of the ministry. I am curious as to what the response has been from the ministry to the stance taken at South Park. Have they been hit with sanctions or any penalties at all? I taught in Burnaby for the past four years and I am currently teaching in Prince George. I just wanted to write and say the article was great to see and that I really liked the part mentioning that the education of our youth is too important to be left in the hands of the unknowing–the ministry. I think the public would be really interested to know the level of education, therefore hands-on knowledge and experience, that the "minister" has, or does not have? I am always blown away at the reactions of people when I tell them that the minister of education is not required to have any experience whatsoever. I wonder what kind of headline that would make? Thank you and keep advertising those who are supporting the education of the students and not focussing on the ranking systems for the government. Josh Ogilvie, Prince George Following principles of the Primary Program Thank you for printing the articles and the letter on testing in the Nov./Dec. 2007 Teacher. It’s a topic that has kept me talking and writing during the more than 10 years since I retired and even earlier when the whole issue began to rear its ugly head. The article based on Dr. Ross’s speech is powerful, David Companion’s letter, and Jim Bowman’s test for testers, right on, and the description of South Park School, inspiring. Out-of-school and out-and-about in the world, I find that people, not themselves trained in learning theory or practice, and who likely had no trouble learning, think that testing is a necessary and simple way to check on progress. On the other hand, I hear from anxious parents whose children are finding school difficult because of the tests and the preparation for them. The children who have difficulty concern me. I talk about what I see as the potential harm of the testing thrust upon children and their teachers with anyone who will listen. From experience, I know how easy it is to feel bound to prepare children for tests. So, in order to help teachers find a different path, I wrote Honouring the Child: Changing Ways of Teaching (available through BCTF lesson aids). In my book, I tell about how I transformed from one who began by following a direct teach, test, grade, rank, and fail approach to one that was child-centred, open, and more humane. I wrote to inspire teachers but the book has also become a vehicle for talking about educational topics, such as testing, with the public as well. I have seen that the more all of their senses are harnessed, the better the children learn and the happier they are. My approach became to allow children to choose and to engage their minds by studying topics of interest. I provided centres for creative activity and focussed on physical education. I was following what became the principles of the Primary Program that was developed in 1990. Pamela Proctor, Gibsons Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141007,www.nanaimo.ca,http://www.nanaimo.ca/EN/main/visitors/NanaimoBars.html,Nanaimo Bars | City of Nanaimo Home Dashboard Login City of Nanaimo Stylesheets: Screen version | Mobile Skip to: Content | Section Navigation | Main Navigation | Sitemap | Search Home > Visitors > Nanaimo Bars Nanaimo Bars The Legendary Nanaimo Bar This creamy, chocolatey treat's origin is elusive, shrouded in mystery, and claimed by many as their own. Of course, we know that Nanaimo Bars originated in Nanaimo, or they would be called New York Bars, or New Brunswick Bars. If you're interested in the facts and fables of this slice of heaven, you can read all the conjecture on Wikipedia about Nanaimo Bars. If you actually own or know the whereabouts of a cookbook or other publication dating back to the early 50s or beyond, we would very much like to see it and put an end to all this confusion with documented proof. In 1986, Nanaimo Mayor Graeme Roberts, in conjunction with Harbour Park Mall, initiated a contest to find the ultimate Nanaimo Bar Recipe. During the four-week long contest, almost 100 different variations of the famous confection were submitted. The winner: Joyce Hardcastle. Nanaimo Bar Trail... We've put together a Nanaimo Bar Trail brochure and map to guide you to all the locations and varieties of Nanaimo Bar you can find here. Warning: do not try to eat one from every source on the same day - may lead to overbliss.     Nanaimo Bar Recipe Bottom Layer ½ cup unsalted butter (European style cultured) ¼ cup sugar 5 tbsp. cocoa 1 egg beaten 1 ¼ cups graham wafer crumbs ½ c. finely chopped almonds 1 cup coconut Melt first 3 ingredients in top of double boiler. Add egg and stir to cook and thicken. Remove from heat. Stir in crumbs, coconut, and nuts. Press firmly into an ungreased 8" x 8" pan. Second Layer ½ cup unsalted butter 2 Tbsp. and 2 Tsp. cream 2 Tbsp. vanilla custard powder 2 cups icing sugar Cream butter, cream, custard powder, and icing sugar together well. Beat until light. Spread over bottom layer. Third Layer 4 squares semi-sweet chocolate (1 oz. each) 2 Tbsp. unsalted butter Melt chocolate and butter over low heat. Cool. Once cool, but still liquid, pour over second layer and chill in refrigerator. Go to Top Related Links Photo Album Send us your picture Section Navigation: Visitors City Employment City Services Directory GIS Mapping Culture and Heritage Location Nanaimo Bars NanaimoMap Parks Police The City's Emblems Tourism and Recreation Links Main Navigation Residents Business Visitors City Hall Departments I Want To... Site search requires JavaScript. Minor Navigation Blog What's New Directory Sitemap Share Although the City of Nanaimo tries to assure the accuracy of all information here, you should confirm all information. Copyright © 2014 City of Nanaimo. All rights reserved. Legal Disclaimer, Privacy Policy Screen version | Mobile Please send feedback or comments regarding this website to: webmaster@nanaimo.ca Nanaimo City Hall is located at: 455 Wallace Street Nanaimo, BC V9R 5J6 Get Directions Telephone: 250-754-4251 Hours of business: 8:30am to 4:30pm Monday to Friday Top)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12764,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 1999 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 12, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 1999 World Teachers’ Day by Peter Owens “Teachers, a force for social change” was the world-wide theme for World Teachers’ Day 1999. The important social change being highlighted by BCTF President David Chudnovsky was our work with First Nations teachers, students, and communities. Chudnovsky began the day with a trip to Squamish to witness a log-blessing ceremony performed by the Squamish people. The cedar log had been donated to Howe Sound Secondary School to be carved by the students in the First Nations carving classes. The ceremony was led by Dale Harry, representing the education department for the Squamish people. A blessing is performed to remove any negative feelings or ill will when a life is taken. Four elders washed the log with cedar boughs dipped in water from Kookskum (Shannon) Falls. Harry encouraged all those present to bear witness in the future by passing on their account of the event. Bob Barker, an elder, shared the importance of the cedar in providing the Squamish people with shelter, clothing, medicine and a record of their history through carvings. The 50-foot log will be used by the students to create a number of poles. The first will be an eight-foot welcoming pole depicting the life of the salmon, which also plays such a significant part in the lives of the Squamish people. Two grandparents and two children spoke of the importance of the event to the different generations of Squamish people. Trustee Constance Rulka spoke for the school board when she pointed out that each culture has its own method of recording its significant events and passing them down through generations. The Squamish people use the oral tradition of asking people to bear witness as well as recording events through their carvings. Chudnovsky also visited Brackendale Elementary, which has a significant proportion of First Nations students and is in the process of developing plans to encourage their participation and improve their success in school. Before leaving Squamish, Chudnovsky and local teacher representatives attended a luncheon at Totem Hall. The luncheon gave Chudnovsky an opportunity to discuss First Nations education issues with Gina Corpuz, the education director for the Squamish Nation. The hall, completed last year, is used for education, community events, and ceremonies. Back in Vancouver for the afternoon, Chudnovsky visited Britannia Elementary School, where students in a Grade 6/7 class took part in a simulated potlatch. Students had studied a map of Canada highlighting First Nations peoples, and learned about their traditional territories, cultures, and ways of life. The Coast Salish potlatch was the culimination of the unit, and the students provided food for one another and the visitors. Sheila Maracle, the First Nations resource teacher who had organized the potlatch, led the students through three First Nations dances. Maracle presented Chudnovsky with a mug and a card signed by all of the students. “It was inspiring to see the level of activity and support for First Nations education and culture in our public schools. It may be only a beginning, but it is a positive start,” said Chudnovsky. He ended the day by attending a community celebration of WTD in Abbotsford. More than 200 people came together to honour the contributions teachers make to the community. Chudnovsky told them of the BCTF’s commitment to social justice with a special focus on First Nations issues. Peter Owens is editor ofTeacher newsmagazine. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141006,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2014/09/tentative-agreement-yes-or-no.html?showComment0751410932395205,Staffroom Confidential: Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, September 16, 2014 Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Despite what I know was a herculean effort on the part of our bargaining team, I very much hope that BC teachers will vote no to the tentative agreement. After five weeks of strike, and twelve years of legal battles, this is not the deal that will restore sanity to public education and it is not a fair deal for teachers and students. Just as teachers in Saskatchewan rejected a deal to ensure a better outcome, I hope BC teachers will consider a no vote to let our team know we have to go back to the bargaining table. Class size, composition The agreement provided a modified LIF fund starting at $75 million per year and increasing to $85 by the last year. It is for teachers only, which will mean a slight improvement in Districts where sizeable portions were spent on Education Assistants or senior District staff rather than teachers. However, in an average size District like Victoria (20,000 students, 1,000 teachers), this will translate into about 5-10 more teachers. That is one for every five schools. To put it in comparison, Justice Griffin's judgement estimated the lost funding due to lost class size language at about $330 million in current dollars. (Read more here about the proposed Education Fund.) I heard so many teachers speak up about the need to ensure that we do not return to over-crowded classes when the strike ends. This agreement does very little to alleviate what is the most pressing issue. Throwing away the court victory The agreement provides a "reopener" in the event we win on appeal our class size language. What this means is that the language returns, but is not implemented until new language is negotiated. Without the actual implementation of the returned language, there will be very little incentive for the government to bargain it back. We would essentially be back in the very same position we are in today, with government trying to bargain it out and us trying to bargain it back in. In my opinion, even if we were legislated back to work we would be in a superior position. If we won the appeal the government would then be forced to implement the language. We are thus throwing away our historic court victory and the bargaining pressure it potentially creates. The reopener is really only mildly less offensive than E80. In both cases, we have to bargain back what was illegally taken from our contract and the government will probably never have to restore it. In fact, the "reopener" creates the perfect opportunity for government to lock us out to try and force us to agree to something far inferior. Throwing away the remedy for the last twelve years The agreement provides $105 million to compensate for grievances over-sized classes for the last twelve years. Using Justice Griffin's estimates, our loss is roughly $300 million times 12 = over $3 billion. I cannot fathom how $105 million is a fair compromise. The BCTF's original proposal to put this money back into the system was a more fair and productive approach. This agreement means we can no longer go to the courts for a fair remedy. Wages The agreement is very close to government's original offer. While I would be willing to accept this if the class size language was returned, teachers should not be taking such a significant monetary loss without the commensurate gain in working conditions. We have lost roughly 12% of our annual salary. We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut. Minimal improvements There are very minimal improvements in preparation time for elementary teachers (10 minutes per week), and TTOC daily rate. The TTOC daily rate change may depend on your grid placement. It could actually be a wage loss for long term TTOCs who are above category 5 and step 7. There is also $11 million in health and dental benefits. At 40,000 members, this is $275 each. Hardly worth consideration in the context of the rest of the agreement. What next? There are a variety of options if we vote no. We can continue the strike. We can choose to return to work and continue bargaining. We do not, and should not, accept an agreement that doesn't meet our needs and doesn't meet the needs of students and public education. When Saskatchewan teachers rejected the first deal which had 5.5% wage increases over four years, the second deal had 7.3% increases over four years. They have said this still isn't good enough. For us, our main issue is classroom conditions. We need to say this isn't good enough. The way to do that is to vote no. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 7:48 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 124 comments: Troy MooreSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:17 PM The EC recommendation states the open clause will be argued from restored language. However, selling our grievances for nothing as the 105 million is strike savings, is plenty of reason to vote no. Further, no composition caps, but a fund controlled by Superintendents is enough reason to vote no. Thursday I will vote no.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:06 PM Re-opener also says "education fund" in place until new language bargained, so old language can disappear forever.Delete Reply Mme RousseauSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:33 PM Government starved us to death hoping we'd vote yes to whatever deal they'd offer. Planned it from the start.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:07 PM We can sill choose (collectively) to return to work if we reject this deal. Many options.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:09 PM Great analysis, Tara! I think that returning to work would be a bad idea. This will frustrate parents more if they need to find new ways to deal with taking care fo kids. USe the money given to you by the other unions. I am a teacher who had to quit for stress over the terrible condition of work (split FI grade 4/5, several low LD kids with little support, one severe with no support, 2 gifted (no support), and a principal who expected me to teach 2 separate social studies AND science programs)Delete Reply Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:56 PM Good points by all but the gov't succeeded in starving my family out and completly breaking us. I will be voting YES and live to fight another dayReplyDelete Replies schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:21 PM 'Fight another day'? In the last twelve years that we have been pushing back against this government, never has the tide tide been so much with teachers, class size/composition, and public education - and never has the government been pushed back onto the ropes (especially with the call for binding arbitration). What 'other day' is being proposed that we wait for? Now is the time. Vote 'no' and give the BCTF bargaining team a renewed mandate to get a decent deal for students and teachers.Delete Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:10 PM "Another day" means to wake up and realize that 2more weeks means my family of 5 could lose our home. It means I will do all I can to recall Cc, Factbender, and other mla's, and maybe even having "a guy I know" have a chat with them. In year 1 of their reign, I don't believe they even know what "the ropes" are. I will vote YES ...for my family, and I can live with thatDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:12 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply Karen FergusonSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:03 PM Just a question: When the Saskatchewan teachers voted no, had they already been on strike for 5 weeks?ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM No. They are working with no contract. They are not on strike.Delete Shannon DavisSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:23 AM I am a Saskatchewan teacher. We are not on strike; we are currently in the conciliation process after voting "no" to 2 previous offersDelete Reply "Mama Rose"September 16, 2014 at 9:27 PM Can we truly return to work without agreeing and continue bargaining? When I suggested returning to work a few weeks ago, the answer was "being on strike puts pressure on the gov't and without pressure they have no reason to settle." And can you explain more how legislating us back would be better than agreeing to this deal? And finally, why would the BCTF executive put forward a deal that was not a good one?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:30 PM Because they need confirmation of the resolve of the membership to get something better. That is what a no vote does.Delete Reply Troylana MSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:28 PM some great points to ponder, tara......thinking thinking....ReplyDelete schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:43 PM If we vote 'no' to the tentative deal we still have options: We'd not have a contract. But we could... a) strike with full picket lines b) partially strike with phase 1 (work-to-rule) in schools c) partially strike with periodic/rotating job action d) continue negotiating e) return to work and re-escalate strike f) some/all of the above ReplyDelete Replies Caroline MackenzieSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:21 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:14 PM a) will expedite matters (I say less that 3 days)Delete Reply danabjornsonSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:05 PM I am thinking that a legislated, crappier contract would only be in effect for 2 years max (before elections...). If we take this offer, then we will be agreeing to this pseudo-E80. Should we win the court case (which we likely will), we will have to settle on the terms of the THIS negotiated contract which doesn't actually restore learning conditions; it simply allows for those conditions to be negotiated. If we say n, then we default to the 2002 contract, which DOES restore the language. A "yes" vote is saying that we are good on "crumbs"; a "no" vote is saying we want an actual meal. That's my understanding, anyway. Please correct me where I am wrong, Tara. :)ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:44 PM And word is IF they legislate, they could opt to legislate back Grade 10-12 only causing the union to have to lay off all teachers and re-hire based on seniority. That will tear the union at the seams pitting teacher against teacher for those positions. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:17 PM There will be a general strike if that were to happen! They better not do this. They will regret it.Delete Reply imaginefunlearningSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:09 PM Some good points on the background of our fight over the past 12 years, which I have been actively engaged in; however we need to recognize the climate we are in. We are not in Sask. people! We have just come through a very long summer!! We need to thank our @bctf bargaining team & recognize the toll this has taken on all of us & our families. I don't have the luxury of more time on the strike line. This may be as good as it gets. Let's read the agreement and consider getting back to work and making some $ again! That's my 2 cents worth, which would come in really handy right now!!!ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:18 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply RobSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:11 PM Go back in work to rule mode. Work this winter to recall every Liberal MLA. ThAt is the only way to apply pressure to these criminals. ReplyDelete Replies Kate RestonSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:03 PM Recall! Not sure who won the battle but the war is still onDelete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:14 AM Well said Kate... I agree 100%Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:20 PM I think say NO and a better deal will be done in less than 3 days. These guys are not criminals, they are lower than that. I bet they get a sick pleasure in hurting the kids and the teachers.Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:31 PM An official recall is in the works: https://www.facebook.com/groups/316129595235450/?fref=ts Please consider joining.Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:26 AM Leah - do you honestly think anyone who voted BC Liberal did so thinking that they would act any differently on the education file?Delete Reply JJSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:16 PM I am glad to see other members who share my views. I am outraged at a 1.2 percent "raise" in salary per year that doesn't even meet inflation of currently 2%. I feel used and abused.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:23 PM Not to mention all of the other pittance! I am actually surprised that Iker asked teachers to vote on this! Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:18 PM Hi Tara Thanks for the summary! Will we be able to vote NO to the deal, but vote YES to returning to work? Will there be three options when we vote Thursday? Why did the BCTF agree to a substandard deal for us? If we vote no to a deal that was recommended to us, the teachers look like the bad guys and public approval will plummet. I am very disappointed and frustratedReplyDelete Replies KataSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:12 AM Public approval will not necessarily plummet. I have seen strikes where the membership has voted against the executive's "best results to date", and ended up with a better offer. This offer is an insult. The $300 million will not bring funding to the national average (I believe). More importantly, the wage offer is half of the average wage increase for public and private workers (StatsCan). Delete Reply MontySeptember 16, 2014 at 10:19 PM Thank you, Tara. My thoughts too, more clearly expressed. As well, Thursday is too soon to vote, too soon to vote, too soon to vote........ReplyDelete Richard ChalkeSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:21 PM Vote no and lose every shred of public support...just sayin!ReplyDelete Replies UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:31 AM I am a member of the public and would support a "no" vote. js!.Delete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:01 AM Richard Chalke, NO you won't! I am a mother with 3 adopted special needs children who need to be in a class that is designed for them and others like them (my kids are academically slightly delayed but their issues are more social and behavioural) where they can receive the education they deserve taught in a way they can comprehend. I will speak now for all the parents I know, and we will support the teacher's if they continue to fight for our children's best interest.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:28 PM It might not be pretty at first, but once we explain things (and I hope the Mandarin-speaking teachers flood the Richmond organization that voiced their concerns), they will back us. The 3 billions that the judge came to is the first I hear about. This should be stated to every newsmedia comment section in the province. Minimize pickets and flood those outlets with commenters, just like the Liberals do. Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:45 PM I am a member of the public and a single Mother of a child in the public school system. You will NOT lose one bit of my support if you vote no. I know that you are sacrificing so that my child can have a better education, and I am most grateful for it. Having said that, I also know that you are exhausted and broke. I have been dreading that you may have to settle for less than what you (we) deserve because the government succeeded in breaking you. I am not in your shoes, so cannot judge. If the vote is a yes, I understand and I am still behind you. Delete Reply Alison RocheSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:25 PM It is a crap deal. It's always a crap deal. Once you raise the stakes to striking, anything else is a cave in. The last time we walked out was the 3 day illegal strike where I threw away 1200$ and got EXACTLY the same contract I had the year before. The BCTF called it a win because they didn't rip up MORE of my contract. Ridiculous. There are a few of us that believe that working to contract, doing 100% of your teaching job and nothing more (like paying for supplies out of your own pocket or EC) is the only way teachers will survive this government. What if they get re-elected again? Then what? Teachers have lost thousands to these clowns to make "statements" about the state of public education in this province. We can't keep sacrificing ourselves and our families. And in the meantime, you talk to parents about why you have to take this crappy road. Because up until this strike they mostly didn't care about the state of education, but god forbid you didn't run a Sports Day. Then suddenly they wanted to know what the hell was going on. Keep the conversation going in schools. Attend your PAC meetings and stop enabling this govt to underfund and overwork the system. And still get paid!ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:20 AM I am very excited at the prospect of returning to my beloved job on Friday. However I will NOT continue to put my personal money into my classroom and I will be seriously reconsidering my involvement in extra curriculars. I think we shoot ourselves in the foot with all the unpaid work we so willingly volunteer to do. Delete Reply FCSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:38 PM I heard a rumour last week from a loose lipped government insider that after the 22nd, depending on the outcome of the negotiations the Liberals were going to announce a 3 step process. I was not clear if this was based on 3 steps to resolve the strike (perhaps the 3rd step is legislation??) or 3 steps to overhaul the education system, either way, they will settle it outright. I wish you all luck and all the information that you need to make a sound decision of what you feel is best.ReplyDelete Replies Lisa BurrowsSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:53 PM I have heard similar rumours. On the 23rd, the gov. was planning on introducing a $6000 per year voucher system for 3 choices: an academic or trades program, or something called EducationCanada. Not clear whether their intention was to privatize the public system, de-certify teachers and hire them back under new wage/benefits. Not clear where these rumours originated from. Maybe fear tactics to get teachers to vote yes. In any event, I plan on voting yes. I signed up to be a teacher, not a martyr. This strike has cost us a lot. We need to regain our livelihood and hopefully continue the conversation about class composition. We have at least awakened many people to the issue, and the court case is still an avenue that could eventually improve teaching and learning conditions.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:33 PM I urge all teachers to fight and say NO to this deal. Retired teacher who had to retire because horrendous work conditions. Make me proud. They will not last long if you say NO! I know this is tough, but there is money and I hear that Van City does offer loan at low to 0 %. Banks do allow you to miss a mortgage payment. Go talki to your banker.Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM Will school districts require teachers to make up missed days, as suggested in the media? Will the school calendar be changing to make up for the missed three weeks and if so will we be made aware of those changes PRIOR to the vote? ReplyDelete KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:41 PM "Wages..... We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut." And that is the cost of going on strike!!! There is nothing that can be done about that. You cannot go on strike and put up the raise you want every week to compensate for your time on strike - it doesn't work that way.ReplyDelete Replies Drew StevensonSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:59 AM I believe the missing "..." Suggests that they meant to refer to the losses against inflation since the last wage step increase. Thus this contract does not allow us to recover the buying power lost to inflation since the last non contract or "0%" year. Add those up and compare against the proposed increase and you see that by the end of the contract, we won't be able to afford the same value of goods (loaves of bread, watts of energy, litres of gas) that we could at the end of the last contracts term. It was not a comment about wages that were lost in the strike. Those are really small potatoes when compared to the grinding power of inflation over years and years. The next contract will use this latest for a bench mark so these losses to inflation will grind at all teachers for as long as they teach. A death of a thousand cuts to our ability to afford basic goods and services. Any raise less than inflation is a cut to the value placed on us and on our ability to pay our bills. Delete Reply Ed SSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:09 PM Having lost $20,000 (including summer school wages) as the single income for a family of five is far too much; I will be voting YES to the deal, unless the independently wealthy teachers out there who wish to continue the strike will pay my bills and mortgage for me.ReplyDelete Replies Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:14 PM I feel ya. Yes for meDelete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:18 AM Ed S. With all due respect (and I mean that), how did you lose $20,000 in the strike? Teachers were out 2 weeks (all out) before they were supposed to be in June, and now 3 weeks for the start of school? It is my understanding that teachers don't get paid through the summer months. Please correct me if I'm wrong, wherever I'm wrong. Shouldn't you have been financially alright for the summer months at least? Also all teachers knew this strike had a possibility of extending into the new school year but no one teacher budgeted for this possibility? I'm truly just trying to get a clear picture of where this all stems. NO disrespect intended.Delete BlairSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:12 AM Kelly, not Ed but if you look at the numbers there was the 10% lockout haircut in May/June plus the loss of most of June and the loss of much of September. In our 1 teacher (1 non) household we calculated a $9 K - $10 K loss so far. If you add summer school earnings you can easily make the loss in the $20 k zone. As for budgeting, we budget for the summer, but did not expect the 10% haircut, nor the loss of June/Sept days which completely messed our budgeting calculations. A very good friend (single teaching mother) was crushed by the loss of the June income and is without a penny today.Delete Mr. SmoothSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:35 PM The only one who didn't get a haircut was Jim Iker... and he needs one more than anyone else. What's with that over-coiffed 70"s mullet Jim? Does wonders for the BCTF brand image!Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:55 PM Jim's hair is not open for discussion in a respectful space like this. As for his salary, he is a teacher who does not get paid when we are on strike.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:04 PM Totally agree!Delete Reply Mr. GSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:24 PM If I thought they could do any better I would agree with voting NO, but you have to be realistic. The BCTF does not use professionals to bargain and always ends up with much less than they promise the membership when asking for a strike vote. While this is not a great deal for teachers, I really think you're fooling yourself if you think it'll get any better.ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:02 AM BCTF needs to be replaced with younger more adept representatives and advocates. Also, we should be hiring professional contract negotiators - you don't go into battle with cut throat corporate types with a wooden knife. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:37 PM This is BAD deal! Say NO to it and show those (expletives) that we will not take it anymore! Come on! Show them that teachers have a spine! They will respect us, oddly!Delete Reply retaSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:51 PM I agree with Richard. Those in the public that are uniformed would be furious, and there are many teachers who just can't afford to use their wages as their voice any longer - too much has already been donated to the government. In my opinion, the deal is pretty lame. I am sitting on the fence.ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:24 AM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:26 AM So true!!! I cannot afford to fight this battle for public education any longer. Why is this my personal and professional obligation??? However I think this deal is weak weak weak. I also think its the best we are going to get. Ideologically I'm on the fence but my wallet will vote YES.Delete Reply SirThinksToo MuchSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:54 PM My wife and I will be voting "Yes" on Thursday for it is the middle path. The easy path would have been for us to go back to school with E-80 & E-81 over our heads. The difficult path would be for us to vote "No" and put our mortgage at risk and having to continue asking retired parents for handouts to feed a family with three kids. The middle path is the wisest choice for us considering the current political climate in which those who do not teach are the quickest to judge it harshly.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:41 PM I understand that this is really tough for you! I almost died teaching a few month ago. I had to quit. Please consider holding on and say no. Remember the short loss in salary will be offset in the LONG-RUn by better salary increase. This is a joke! They will be laughing at you even more if we accept this. This is a very bad deal! However, I do respect your position!Delete Reply DaleSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:16 AM Why would classroom conditions be better on October 9th after being legislated back? We have been outplayed because of our stubborn refusal to outdated, tired old tactics. It is because of these actions that have led us to this terrible deal. Time to reset, regroup and stock up for the long haul. Can't do it if half the members commit hara kiri on themselves. We are a union of professionals not a cult. ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:49 AM Could not agree more.Delete schreck!September 17, 2014 at 9:44 AM Could you please advise which tactics you believe could have been used to secure a superior deal?Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:47 AM Full disclosure: I'm a BC Liberal supporter. The only people who would benefit from a NO vote are the BC Liberals. Teachers would be bargaining with no leverage whatsoever and would be viewed by a large segment of the population as unreasonable. The BC Liberals then get portray themselves as the only party capable of dealing with the BCTF. schreck! says that the BCTF has the government on the ropes, but he couldn't be farther from the truth. The government wants people to view the BCTF as their primary opponent. Disputes like this just shore up the BC Liberal base and protect its right flank. Any half-baked recall campaign will only reinforce that. It's true teachers aren't going to recoup the lost wages from the strike. I would suggest to you that that means this job action was probably not in teachers' interests, especially without any sort of appreciable strike fund. This is the best deal teachers were ever going to get with this government and people should have been able to recognize that in June. If you want my advice (which you probably don't), it would be to spend the next 5 years building up a strike fund, electing better leaders, and hiring a professional negotiating team. Don't bring a knife to a gunfight and expect things to go well. Focus on getting the best deal you can from whoever the government is rather than trying to change the government, the HST, Kinder Morgan or a thousand different issues that distract from education and erode the union's finances further. You'd be doing yourself a favour, and probably doing the NDP a favour at the same time. Also, if schreck! is David Schreck, you can thank his opposition to STV for the last two BC Liberal majorities. I know I do.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:11 PM One step would be to stop making political contributions to the NDP. This only contributes to the childish animosity and lack of trust that has constantly characterized negotiations. How else can the Socreds/Liberals view teachers except as enemies when they so publicly support their opponents. This stupid confrontational immature approach has to STOP!!!!! Education should not be a political fight when it is so obviously a valuable benefit to our society. It was an NDP government that legislated teachers back to work in 1993. Stop making education a political fight.Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:10 PM I don't think they have to go that far. CUPE and the Nurses still contribute to the NDP yet they don't have the same acrimonious relationship. CUPE and the Nurses just make their members their priority, and broader advocacy second.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:55 PM Ryan (possibly a Liberal paid commenter), with all due respect, I disagree with you. The cumulative increase in lieu of this will be better. Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can. I say to Iker, ask for 6% over 3 years because these people love to play the 15% over 15 year game to make it so big on the surface. Some people think that this is 15% every year. Believe me! I have seen it in comment sections. Others believe that the 15% is too high not understanding that they must divide things over the duration of the contract. It is time that we play it smarter. It is time to put the foot down and ask for money given to us by other unions, if it is needed. Banks can accept one late mortgage payment. It would be suicidal for them to not help. Imagine the possible damage if that ever leaks out. They could lose a lot in teacher money. I for one would pull my money out of a bank in support! Teachers are going to show this government that we have a spine! Enough is enough! Aren't you tired of being treated like kids? (Retired teacher who almost died in a car accident because of work conditions that were horrendous. I had to quit.)Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 AM Not paid by the BC Liberals. I pay them actually... :/ I imagine astroturfers of any affiliation wouldn't disclose their bias. "Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can." How did that work in May 2013? If the teachers reject a contract that their own union endorsed, it will make teachers seem unreasonable. Whether that perception is true or fair is irrelevant. It's what will happen, and teachers will be weaker as a result. Take my advice. Build up a strike fund and focus on the internal governance of the BCTF for the next 6 years. You'll be better off for it. Or not. I don't mind you or others making it easier for the party I support to get elected. I'd just rather not see kids and teachers hurt in the process.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:37 AM Ah! The "don't-hurt-kids" card, hey, when you have underfunded education for 12 years! WOW! That takes the cake! Are your trolling? Oh! You are serious? :) Would you be surprised if I don't follow your advice, considering your lack of logic? Would you be surprised if others don't follow your advice? It is ttue that bullies like you and your ilks love to show who is the boss, who is the teacher now! I suspect that is at the root of the problem! No one wants to fail in school! No one wants to get the strap! Sad that today's teachers don't like it too! But, who cares, we are ... teachers! We deserve it! BAH! BAH! BAH!Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:22 PM That's fine. I look forward to another 16 years of BC Liberal government.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:41 PM 16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate! Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan! Sociopaths do that!Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 9:35 AM "16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate!" 16 years of our opponents still don't understand why they lost. Like I said, that's fine with me. If I said the Liberals would be in power for at least another 13 years back in 2004 you probably would have laughed too. Heck, if I told you on May 13 last year that the BC Liberals would be reelected on May 14 you'd probably have laughed too. And you were wrong. Why is that? Answer that question if you want the NDP to win the next election. Without a correct answer to it, the NDP's cause is hopeless. "Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan!" You feel they are flawed, and that's fine. I don't go around calling people who disagree with me sociopaths, nor do I accuse them of being paid shills. But I also don't feel much need to address your ad hominems. There are logical arguments to support your position, but argumentum ad hominem is not one of them. It's a textbook logical fallacy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 1:15 PM Ah! Now I get it! It is all ego-based! You think because you voted the winning party that you are a winner and we are losers! You think because you predicted that the Liberals would win, you are winner. That does not make YOU a winner or the Liberals! It is called DEMOGRAPHICS, you expletives. The baby boomers are getting old and because they have more assets and won't make a whole lot more for too long, they need to vote a govn't who is going to do just that! It is not rocket science! WOW! You think you are so superior when your party stole an election with 47% of the popular vote. That's not a majority and your party should not have been elected. BTW, did you delete from your ethical memory the words Ethnic voting scandal? The field is slanted and you know it. However, you are so willing to minimize, forget the scams and bad fairplay tactics like a sociopath is allowed to minimize or ignore his or victims emotions that you don't see that you are the loser, we are the victim of your constant bullying. 1% wage increases after years of 0% increases and you can justify that when Yahoo reports that the average Canadian can hope to get 2.5% this and next year: https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html You Liberals behave like fascists, but we can't call you that because that's not allowed! Well! Guess what? It is and you are. Live with it! You keep on dreaming you are a genius! :) I am retired, getting soon a nice pension, and laughing at you from a beach somewhere! AHAHA! Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 2:14 PM What's with the name calling Peter? For someone claiming to be retired you really don't show the wisdom of age. For someone who talks about logic, you use logical fallacies like ad hominems a lot too. It's a fair point that the BC Liberals didn't get a majority of the vote (and I'm a very big supporter of electoral reform). The BC Liberals + Conservatives did though, and I don't think it's realistic to expect the BC Conservatives to have been more generous had they been part of government. Last time I checked I just voted. I didn't "victimize" anyone. Perhaps your rage is misplaced. If you think the election was "stolen" I'm afraid I have to question your grasp on reality though. "Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?" I'm glad you'll have a pleasant retirement Peter. I have no ill will towards you. I'm not sure why you think I do. I'm not saying people were *right* to vote BC Liberal. That's a matter of opinion. All I'm saying is people *did* vote BC Liberal. More voted BC Liberal than BC NDP for the last 5 elections in a row actually. You need to understand why that happened in order to change it for the next election. Clearly you're not interested in that though. Which is fair enough. Just remember next time you're upset about something the BC Liberals do that your lack of interest is part of why the BC Liberals get elected at all.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 3:23 PM I love your culture --or the lack of thereof! Guess what, stop thinking averybody is white and must follow your little rules. Namecalling? Sociopath? Whaaaat? And, what if you are? Still can't call you that? :) You fascist right-wingers are big on censorship! I just don't like you giving us lessons on how to get the NDP in. As stated, people are voting right of the NDP because it is a matter of demographics and a little ethnic vote buying on the side. The rest is mumbo jombo. Yes, of course, they will have to go on strike in the future and yes they will have to build a strike fund. The Liberals stole that from the BCTF too! And, you wonder why I don't have any respect for them? Yes, electoral reform is needed! We agree!Delete Reply JJ GeorgeSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:46 AM As a parent, I support the teachers and respect whether they choose to vote yes or no. However I noticed a discrepancy here from other information I've read regarding prep time for elementary teachers. Here it states minimal improvement to prep time - only 10 minutes per week being added. Elsewhere I read that it is 100 minutes per week for prep, increasing by an additional 10 minutes in the final year. That is a significant difference, and worth noting. Or have I completely misunderstood?ReplyDelete Replies Anne-MarieSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:59 AM Elementary teachers currently have 90 minutes of preparation time per week so an increase to 100 minutes per week is only gaining 10 minutes. In other provinces and some private schools they have as much as 45 minutes of prep time per day.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:56 PM Thank you for inquiring!Delete DW ZSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:57 PM You're right JJ George. There is a significant difference around the province regarding preparation times. In my district elementary teachers currently get 100 minutes of prep time. This new proposal is useless to me. I'll have to wait 6 years to gain an extra 10 minutes. Delete Reply UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:11 AM Almost nobody gets cost of living adjustments. Also inflation is NOT 2%. Do some research and look at the CPI for BC over the last 24 months. The average over the last 2 years is 0.7%, not 2%. The CPI changes every month so you cant just look at the highest month and declare that THE inflation rate. Check out the 12 month averages document for the actual numbers. http://www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/StatisticsBySubject/Economy/ConsumerPriceIndex.aspx All that being said I support the teachers. if you think this is a bad deal as a parent my dream would be for the teachers to vote no but continue bargaining because I do think the kids need to be in school and I do fear that the teachers will lose all support if the strike continues. All I ask as a parent is that you do your own research and try not to be swayed by all the opinions. ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:01 AM Inflation for August was 2.1% (http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/economy/cpi-report-expected-to-reveal-rise-in-canadas-core-inflation-rate/article20593943/). The CPI is a year-over-year calculation.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:43 AM Inflation should be looked at as a yearly average, not an individual month.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:34 PM The lawyers do not believe we have compromised our court deal. Our leadership would not have sold us out. We dodged a bullet. The Premier had something loaded even if we are not sure what it was. The idea that we could simply return to work is not guaranteed. I think a no vote could easily lead to the Liberals locking us out again because the Premier wants to crush us and she will use any excuse. She did not want to take the advice of her people and do this deal. I am certain a plan for drastic action (where we have to take the concessions they had planned) or worse - was in place. We can't guarantee the press will do any better job explaining the complexities should we say no. They rarely sided with us in markets outside of Vancouver where people are more political and they often misled or allowed others to mislead. They are not helping and would sensationalize. This would see dissolution of support very quickly - especially if we asked for wages. (Though admittedly it angers me that we can't ask for wages without being accused of being greedy when that is what most bargaining units do). But we have argued this is about kids and while this is not ideal - it is better to have teachers than not. The deal does suck in that it does not bring us to par - but this fight needs to be won with a strategy that is political and capacity will do that in another round. We have some support - but it is limited to the choir. We need to have the pews too. We need to build that capacity while working and continue to find allies because the fight is bigger than most people want to consider. This is about ideology and about privatization. Education always was political but never more so than now and we have to fight this party or the conservatives who would do the same or worse. No teacher who is responsible can ignore the politics any longer. That is simply the truth. If you work in the system you better get informed and you better be prepared to fight until retirement for the system. That said, I want to ask the same question others are asking: Why is this the job of 42,000 teachers and not the job of all citizens who want equality to fight for this right? It is time (while the conversation is still on-going and up to and including election night) for us to guide the public where we can but mainly play our part by not propping the system up. Make poverty known. Make noise about shortfalls, ask questions (in the media or in board offices ) about who is going to fix it instead of paying ourselves, volunteer some but wait for the pubic to step up so they see what schools lack. I hate the deal too. But I trust Vince Ready and Iker and I don't think we could have done better right now. I think we dodged a bullet because I have read everything this government has put out and followed the trail. They plan to privatize and they are just looking for the route. Voting YES for now does not mean we are giving up. It does not mean a win in the way we wanted but we have won a battle that will lead to us winning the war. If we don't rest up and stock up we might not get there.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:57 PM Well, if it is bigger than just this battle, then we will need ALL the unions to strike if they do indeed use drastic (draconian) measures. I say it is time for ALL of the unions to call a general strike. I guarantee that they will not like that one bit. What will they do then? Call the army? :) People in Europe, at the end of the 19th century stood up in mines. General strikes do occur in Europe and have. If you think you had it tough, think of them who stood tall for US in tougher times and conditions. Make sacrifices. Sell furniture. Tutor on the side. Ask for the BCTF money. Ask your banker to help. As friends and relatives. If we say NO, it won't last long. If they legislate us back, let's call a general province-wide strike of all unions. Delete Reply Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:47 AM Between CC's smug smile as she celebrates slaughtered teachers and Jim Iker's goofy grin - seemingly unaware that he has been a willing puppet, I am thoroughly disgusted. Over the next 5 years, teachers will be in an increasingly bad situation financially, classrooms will continue to be too large and complex with increasing medical, social and environmental issues impacting academic delivery. It could not be less obvious that things will continue to worsen. The Liberals have ensured that BC is rapidly becoming the Canadian Monaco for rich off shore interests and wealthy corporations. Soon the underpaid "workers" will have to be bussed in daily to Vancouver - Asian style. The only recourse is to move to just about any other province and bring in up to $100,000 more over the six years with much less cost of living. So we are bailing, encouraged by friends who have gotten positions in Manitoba and Alberta. My colleagues and I discovered through contacting several school boards across Canada that specialist (special needs and behavioural) and secondary science teachers are in particular demand. I want to work in a professional, respectful environment where the needs of all children are considered a priority and where I feel inspired to do my best. However, I want my vote to reflect the wishes of teachers who will be here over the next 6 (5) years, so very much appreciate your blog and opportunity to read the comments.ReplyDelete Bert SlaterSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:11 AM To vote YES will throw away 12 years of effort, and 2 victories in BC Supreme Court. To vote YES will be to snatch defeat from the jaws of victory. If you vote YES what bargaining power do you think you will have - the government will do nothing, and then what do you think you will do - take job action? PLEASE VOTE NO.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:59 PM Time to show you have a spine!Delete Reply RodSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:06 AM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Cool HandSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 AM Wouldn't a 'No' vote be a vote of no confidence in the BCTF itself?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:02 AM Not at all. It is just a message to the leadership we need to do better. The strength of the union is the members, and we support the leadership by giving them direction through democratic means.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:40 PM I disagree. How else can a recommendation by the EC to vote yes be interpreted? Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:00 PM I am sure people will interpret this both ways, but it is a vote. If it is supposed to be a "Yes", because it might be interpreted one way, then why bother having a vote?Delete Kate TSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:07 AM Yes , it would be. I don't think we could come out much better than this with this government. How will a No obtain that? Christy will be happy, she can declare the BCTF gone and roll out her plan to privatize. Delete Reply David DeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:06 AM A no vote would be a rejection of a the court victories defied by the government and an inadequate deal containing some vague promises that won't meet the needs of teachers or students on class size and other important issues.In Ontario elementary teachers get 200 minutes of prep time per 5 day cycle. I know there is financial hardship, but the union has received close to $2 million in donations from other unions; is there no way of accessing hardship funds? At minimum, vote no and return to work on work to rule with various strike options.ReplyDelete Erica JonesSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:25 AM This article actually makes me so mad. It is NOT better for the kids that they have missed almost all of june and all of september. This is what you signed up for in BC as a teacher. Get on board or GET OUT.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:20 PM Is this really what teachers signed up for? At my high school, each class has about 30 kids, with an average of 17 kids per classroom with an identified learning disability. Our district says that there should be no more than 4 kids per classroom.. How do you expect non-specialist teachers to help each student when over half of them require more resources because of a learning disability? Furthermore, are you generalizing the "better-ness" to all the kids in BC? Because I don't think that it would be better if kids went back considering the learning environment isn't up to par. There are barely any Education Assistants, and support teachers for the multitude of children who need them. While I recognize and appreciate your enthusiasm for education, please realize that the public school system isn't a daycare. Also, please think about your words and the learning environment prior to speaking out. By the way, we're not an autocracy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:08 PM I can understand your frustration! Understand mine! I almost died at 7:30 pm one night returning from teaching a FI split class with several students who did not get enough support or no support at all. The principal expressed to me that he expected me to teach 2 different social studies programs and 2 different science programs. ANYONE I talked to knows that this is impossible to do, especially in French Immersion when kids get no support at home and books are often too hard for students to read. I had to quit my job. I did it for me and did it for the kids. I was like a surgeon who is asked to operate on 5 patients with an old scalpel with 2 inexperienced nurses. Predictably, 4 patients would die and I would be reprimanded! Teachers are put in terrible conditions and kids too. I hope you have the openmind to consider the reality of this honest personal anecdote. I also wish you to understand that this is likely not an isolated incident. What will it take? A kid to commit suicide because he or she is not getitng enough support?Delete Reply hilarySeptember 17, 2014 at 10:29 AM It is incorrect to equate lost funding with what the teachers would have received in grievances. The two are not equivalent. The starting position of the BCTF was $225M, so they never expected $3B to resolve grievances. I'm also interested to know where you get your figures on overcrowded classrooms. A recent Globe and Mail article says that classrooms are, on average, smaller than the caps set in 2002.ReplyDelete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:36 AM The signing bonus should be roughly $2500 each: 105 million divided by 41 thousand.ReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:53 AM It is not that simple. The $105 million is to be allocated by the union. The term "signing bonus" has been crossed off on the signed document. Some of that money may be used to pay union debts. Don't know this but clarification would be useful.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:16 PM Just quoting from the CBC news website, "And finally there are details of $105-million fund to settle grievances stemming from the ongoing court case. The BCTF says that money will be given out as a signing bonus, with specific amount yet to be determined."Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:34 AM I think it would be smart to put at least part of it into your strike fund.Delete Reply WheelsSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:55 AM If the money is used as a signing bonus, it should be based on FTEReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:12 PM Yes I am sure it will be based on FTE. The question is how much of the $105 Million is actually distributed. This is up to the union, and I am told that it is yet to be decided.Delete GuruSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:44 PM And don't forget all the retired teachers who are entitled to a share of it.Delete Reply Geoff OrmeSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:18 PM In another discussion of this someone suggested that under BC Labour Law a no vote means rejection of the proposed deal, and that means the strike continues until either: - the union in question elects to stand down - another tentative deal is presented or - the government imposes a legislated contract. I think the last of these is the most likely, and I believe the legislated contract would be draconian and brutal. What do you think, Tara? Also, I would appreciate your thoughts on Sandy Garossino's comments at https://storify.com/Garossino/should-teachers-accept-the-contractReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:14 PM If this is so, in a few month (likely a couple of years), teachers will win so much more with a Supreme Court judgment! It is possible that the Liberals know that the higher courts are stacked by Liberal judges (that is what happen when judges are chosen, not elected). In any case, a negative settlement (or not a great judgment) will galvinize the public to reform the way the Supreme court judges are being chosen. I doubt that any govn't will want that to happen. A legislated contract will make the LIbs look like sociopaths and dictators.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:47 PM Peter I think you are expecting far too much from the public, many of whom are only paying attention to this matter due to kids being home from school. The public are not remotely this savvy on the political process.Delete Reply IslanderSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:09 PM I am a continuing education teacher. We have it even worse and we are not listened to enough about our poor conditions. Those include no prep time (and we do have to mark and do report cards many times a year sometimes and commonly for 30 students in a class), travelling to different schools with no compensation, and having next to no breaks in between 3 hour classes. I worked for two years with no lunch break and taught 6 hours straight (just 15 min. breaks) to be told, "don't complain since there are others who will do it". We then got 15 min. breaks in between classes. Most of our students are wealthy immigrants, many who try to stay in classes as long as possible since the classes are free. After spending a year in Germany, I realize how better organized it is where the immigrants pay to learn the language on a sliding scale, and have to pay for a student book as well for each class. We do not even have text books, but photocopy so much at tax payers' expense. This is not right. I then teach summer school since we were not on a 12 month continual salary and most of those students are also immigrants (at least 75%). This is also free and it is becoming so common and the new immigrants know this is free babysitting and tutoring. I think one main problem is that we have so many new immigrants in our classes who need ESL like this article states about our inclusion style of education nowadays: http://www.vancouversun.com/life/Shelley+Fralic+trouble+with+schools/10203596/story.html I am honored to be teaching and like my job, but it does get exhausting especially since I need two or three jobs to pay the mortgage that I now no longer have.. back to renting since it all I can afford in this city that has become so expensive. And many don't realize that it is very very difficult to get to full time work as a teacher here. There was a formula that made it take about 10 years to get to f/t (now finally changed). I have been without pay for 3 months, and now had to finally rent a place in anticipation of returning to work, so I have to vote "yes", but please keep the comments coming for what alternatives we have. Maybe we have to just educate the public in a better way than picketing; maybe get out and walk around malls and talk to people and hand out pamphlets on how this liberal government is hurting this. Most Asians (probably just the new who are from such a different system) are already against the teachers since they do not seem to understand what is going on. http://www.vancouversun.com/Business/asia-pacific/Chuck+Chiang+Many+Asian+families+place+blame/10202757/story.htmlReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:17 PM First of all, myn thoughts are with you! I think your ideas about using different strategies is smart. Picketing is not a very good strategy to let people know about things. I think using the membership to flood media comment sections would be more effective. Going to talk to the public might be a good idea along with this, I think. Phone the BCTF and ask for support.Delete Reply Marsha HolleySeptember 17, 2014 at 1:36 PM A teachers wife Vote no you have come to far to back down. It is a -----Y DEAL. ReplyDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:45 PM Ask yourself WHY teachers cannot get 1/2 of the average increase in salary of the private sector? (The Libs will tell you because there are sooooooo many teachers, but I also hear that there are provinces where there is a need for teachers!) TORONTO - A new study says that Canadians, on average, can expect about the same size salary increase next year as in 2014. Human resources consultants Pal Benefits says a survey of 401 organizations, mainly in Ontario, Alberta and British Columbia, projected salary increase for 2015 at an average of 2.79 per cent. That was almost unchanged from the 2.74 per cent average increase projected in last year's survey. Meanwhile, in addition to the average salary increase remaining relatively steady year over year, the survey found that the percentage of employers who plan to freeze salaries appears to have stabilized at eight per cent —in the same percentages as was projected in 2014. Breaking down the numbers further, the survey found the average salary increase anticipated in the engineering, financial services and high technology sectors was three per cent. That compared with an average of 2.5 per cent on the low end for organizations in durable manufacturing. https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.htmlReplyDelete "Mama Rose"September 17, 2014 at 9:12 PM I used to agree with you, Tara, and appreciate you bringing these items to your blog to get us all thinking. But after a very long night and day of research and discussion, I realize I will be voting yes tomorrow. Here is why: I don't care about salary or benefit increases. That is not why I went on strike. I don't care if this tentative deal is not good for teachers. That's not why I went on strike either. For me, the single most important issue is class size and composition. I want to work in a classroom where I have enough time and resources available to me to adequately help all the students I teach. And while it is true that this tentative deal will not change anything in the classrooms right now (or at least most of our classrooms), I realized that we couldn't actually make changes in that area because the issues of cs and c is before the courts. When I made that connection and realized that this round of bargaining was really about a "good enough" agreement regarding wages, then the deal seems, well... good enough. BUT, the best part, is the language the BCTF legal team made around the furture court decision (the re-opener). They have it in writing that if we win the court case (which is likely) and when we have to start bargaining class size and comp again (that is exactly what Justice Susan Griffin said we would have to do) we will be STARTING from the 2002 levels. To make this simple to understand, I explained it to my friends using a number line. With this new language, the BCTF starts the next round of bargaining at say a 50. The government will want us to go to 10 or 15, and we'll compromise and end up maybe 25. But WITHOUT that language, we would have started bargaining at a 10 and only gone down from there. So I do believe it is the best deal possible, it still factors in the biggest issue (from my perspective), we do not lose the important gains of the past, and most importantly, everyone gets to go back to school.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 PM Mam Rose, I appreciate your point of view and your courage. However, let me point out to you and the readers that a decision at the BC supreme court might not turn out the way teachers anticipate. We all know that judges are appointed and who does the appointing? "All justices of the BCSC (including the position of Chief Justice and Associate Chief Justice) are appointed by the federal cabinet, on recommendation of the Minister of Justice. Masters are appointed by the provincial cabinet, on recommendation of the Attorney General in consultation with the Chief Justice." (Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Supreme_Court_of_British_Columbia) Now, I would like to think that all of those people are objective, but they are appointed and we know that there are political appointments. They have a lot of discretion over the laws and judgments. I am willing to bet that the BC Liberals do know this and are betitng the farm (or do they know something we don't know) that the Supreme Courts are stacked against teachers? So, I am not sure if we can count on a WIN if we proceed with the court ruling. I think we would be better to negotiate and negotiate a better deal.Delete Reply retaSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:57 AM Yes...no...yes...no...The last two days have been this. I’ve read so many articles and comments over the past few months and, I can say, I have learned a lot. I know this is not a great deal for teachers right now. I will be voting yes. This is why… 1. The children. Without going into the multiple issues (e.g., grad, post secondary, trades, sports, global education/trips, planned activities, those with varying degrees of special needs, those that need a soft place to land, etc., etc.) the children need to get on with their education. 2. The parents. For many parents, this strike is a financial burden. We do not like to be called baby sitters, but for many living below the poverty line, school is a financial relief. Winter is coming; gas bills will be expensive. 3. Poverty. Remember, BC has the highest child poverty rate in Canada. Schools feed and clothe numerous children. 4. The other systems educators work collaboratively with. MFCD, CYMH, foster parents, group homes, and the multitude of non-profit agencies that support vulnerable children and families are bursting at the seams. We are a part of that team. 5. CUPE. While some have been paid during this strike, that money is coming from districts. It was not provided by the government. And, CUPE is a partner in education - from the bus drivers to the tech dept to custodians to secretaries to EAs and so on. 6. Small Businesses. In our little towns, the school district is the number one employer. There is a direct cause-effect relationship between loss of wage and loss of business. 7. Money. The amount of money that is needed to reverse the erosion of the public education system over numerous years cannot be recouped in one sitting. This agreement is a start. It’s not much but the stage has been set. 8. THE COURT CASE. That is why we were on strike. All the other stuff could have been resolved months ago, but our government was working hard to make the court case go away. Well, it still exists. I consider that the victory. We live to fight another day (as rhetorical as that sounds) AND I hope people actually read the ruling and think critically about how a loss could impact the future of the Charter of Rights, and the power of government to contravene those rights. I am guessing we will vote to ratify as so many fear “what’s next?” from this government. It’s nasty business, and I think legislation would be next. VALUING PUBLIC EDUCATION needs to come from a STRONG, CONSISTENT public voice. If we do ratify the agreement, and those in the profession and public think we've given up, we have not. We’ve been fighting for years. We just haven’t been heard… until now. ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:21 AM I understand your point of view, but sometimes you have to fight to get what you want. This is a VERY bad deal, considering: Other people get on average 2.5% salary increases last year and this year and the next and the rest of us get 1% and must feel happy if we do.? (https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html) THIS DEAL is a horrendously BAD deal for kids/parents as well, of course. We are going to continue to be humiliated and be the laughing stock of many people of this province. After a decade of paycuts, WOW, this is what they are willing to offer! WOW! WOW! WOW!Delete Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:30 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Reply Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:37 PM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:08 PM Let's cross our fingers! I think we need a general strike by all unions if CC legislates teachers back. It is time to put the foot down and tell her and the Liberals that, as in the movie Network,"I am mad as hell and I won't take it anymore!"Delete Reply Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 8:26 PM Needs help on some stats for an online debate Looking for the last 10 or 15 years of contractual salary increases in %. So, 1% for 2001, 0% for 2002,...ReplyDelete Children FirstSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:00 PM Well it's all done now. Really hope the teacher's can find another angle to deal with class size and composition as well as student funding. The government will make sure the coming court case never swings your way no matter what. 2nd most expensive place to live in the the world!!! Wonder why and where the money goes??? ReplyDelete AnonSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 PM I'm an outsider, but have followed closely this whole fiasco and this is a RAW deal. Your union hung you out to dry on this one - taking a really bad deal (clearly no one from the BCTF had rudimentary math skills in their toolbox) and then publicly encouraging to the media that teachers accept the deal....what choice did you have - a no vote would have outraged the public. I could go on and on, but the bottom line, in my opinion, is that your union better get some stronger leaders who are PR and technology savvy. Out with Iker and the rest of those who bargained on your behalf - they just got ......well , we know that happened. Whew, can't even believe how screwed you got, absolutely amazing - nothing meaningful gained in the big picture and only very minor gains for a small group of people, bigger losses for the majority.. Wow - I better stop now. Best of luck. Thanks for all you do for our children. ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ▼  September (9) Reflections on the BC Teacher Strike BC Teacher strike - Lessons learned Response to Sandy Garossino Will the Education Fund improve classroom conditio... Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Class composition: a human rights perspective Class size and composition - a short visual histor... Guest post - I WILL HOLD THE LINE Teachers - let your leadership know it is time to ... ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=26874,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > April 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 6, April 2012   Teachers make a difference globally BCTF solidarity workshop  By Janet Nicol   Sometimes you have to travel outside the country to see your own society, Larry Kuehn, the director of British Columbia Teacher’s Federation’s International Solidarity Program, told 60 teachers at the “BC Teachers Making a Difference Globally” workshop this February. And what do you see? “We have common experiences as educators,” Kuehn says. “We all deal with problems such as class size, regardless of the society.” The workshop, held in Vancouver and broadcast live online, gave teachers attending an opportunity to learn more about the committee’s programs, consider volunteering for overseas projects, and discuss global issues. BC teachers have worked with educators from other countries since the 1920s, Kuehn points out. When the Federation set up the International Solidarity Committee in 1981, sustainable links with colleagues, primarily in Africa and Latin America, were established. Funding has been made possible with an ongoing reserve, built up over time, of 1.86% of the BCTF fee. “This work reflects the values of BC teachers,” Kuehn says, stressing the intent is one of solidarity, not charity. “We are recognizing people as equals. We want the development of humanity at the highest level.” Latin American projects   The BCTF began working with teachers in Peru in 1986, setting up gender-equity training programs in collaboration with the Peruvian teacher union, Sindicato Unitario de Trabajadores en la Educación del Perú (SUTEP) and CoDevelopment Canada, a non-profit group in Vancouver. More than 40 BC teachers have gone to Cuba over the past 12 years, teaching English language pedagogy workshops. Kuehn says this program is ending as the political climate of Cuba changes, but the Federation hopes to continue a program in English language lessons for Cuban trade unionists. A delegation of BCTF teacher activists recently returned from Colombia, considered the most dangerous place on earth for educators (see bctf.ca/SocialJustice.aspx?id=20672). African projects   The Federation supports projects in Mozambique, emerging from years of civil war and coping with severe poverty. BC teacher, Yom Shamash, fluent in Portuguese among other languages, has worked with the teachers’ union, the ONP, in developing a handbook for school union representatives. BCTF worked with the South Africa Democratic Teachers’ Union (SADTU) from its formation in 1990, offering funding to help organize SADTU as a non-racial teachers’ union as apartheid was ending. Now SADTU is a union with some 350,000 members. The Federation has also worked in Namibia since 1994, helping develop and carry out a long-term union training program and creating an English-language-proficiency mentorship program for teachers in 2011. International conferences   BCTF representatives travel to Mexico City in May for an education forum on the impact of the North American Free-Trade Agreement (NAFTA) on Canada, the US, and Mexico. Such conferences offer an opportunity to discuss governments’ neoliberal policies, which are eroding public education, and to help educator activists identify common patterns, Kuehn says. The Initiative for Democratic Education in the Americas (IDEA) network facilitates exchange of information on resistance to neoliberal policies and the development of alternative pedagogies. Education Beyond Borders (Africa) and BCTF Namibia Project presentation   When Noble Kelly was in South Africa seven years ago, he began working with street kids, and eventually helped found an independent organization called Education Beyond Borders. It has sponsored three teaching projects in Kenya, with most of the 16 teachers coming from BC. The program has benefited from funding from the BCTF and other teacher groups in Canada. Involved in BCTF projects in Africa is Susan Crowley, a retired teacher from Prince Rupert, who travelled to Namibia to help teachers acquire English language skills and methodology. Working closely with the Namibia National Teachers’ Union (NANTU), a union representing 23,000 teachers in a sparsely populated country of 2.2 million, the project has also been aimed at training teachers to train each other. CoDevelopment Canada presentation—Steve Stewart   Steve Stewart, education program director of CoDevelopment Canada, an organization committed to partnerships in social justice between Canada and Latin America, says half of the non-profit’s budget goes toward programs to strengthen teacher practices and rights in Central and South America. CoDev also organizes and maintains the Initiative for Democratic Education in the Americas (IDEA) network. This network monitors educational issues and involves researching, organizing forums, and maintaining a website and Facebook page. CoDevelopment Canada depends on union funding, CIDA matching funding, and individual memberships. Stewart encourages teachers to learn more and consider becoming involved. Peru presentation—Barb Ryeburn, Carol Jokanovich, Paula Naylor   Workshops on the pedagogy of teaching English to English-language teachers in Peru began four years ago, based on the successful BCTF projects in Cuba. Paula Naylor, a teacher in Vancouver, and Carol Jokanovich, a Spanish teacher on Vancouver Island, spoke about the lack of resources and autonomy faced by Peruvian teachers, and how the pedagogy workshops also offered an effective way to build union membership. “Last year we set up a new model,” adds Barb Ryeburn, a teacher in Cranbrook. “We paired four BC teachers with four Peruvian teachers and mentored them at our first site, so they could teach our workshops in the second sites.” World Café   Teachers engaged in lively small-group discussions focused on different global issues: the changing role of Canada internationally; teacher pensions and mining investments; English language teaching—a colonial practice?; the impact of neoliberal policies on public education; solidarity versus charity; education of indigenous peoples. Wrap-up   As the workshop concluded, Kuehn encouraged participants to spread the word by telling three people about their workshop experiences. “If we make connections globally, we all learn,” he says. “It’s about interconnectedness.” BCTF International Solidarity Committee members: Susan Crowley (Prince Rupert); Nancy Hawkins (VESTA), Janek Kuchmistrz (VESTA, Adult Ed); Barb Ryeburn (Cranbrook). Larry Kuehn, BCTF Director; Anne Field and Sharon Taylor, BCTF support staff program assistants. For more information, visit: BCTF International Solidarity Program: bctf.ca/SocialJustice.aspx?id=6292   IDEA Network: http://idea-network.ca/ideas   CoDevelopment Canada: www.codev.org   Education Beyond Borders: www.educationbeyondborders.org    Janet Nicol teaches at Killarney Secondary, Vancouver and participated in the BCTF Peru project in 2010.   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8716,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, Number 6, May/June 2004 The changing seasons of wellness by Julia Johnson "To everything there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven." — Ecclesiastes 3:1. We are fortunate to experience four distinct seasons. Much of what we do and many of our interests are governed by the seasons. In spring, the season of new growth, we create gardens, nurture new life, step into the warmth of the sun, and reconnect with the neighbourhood. In summer, the season of abundant growth and longer days, we extend ourselves beyond measure. Days are full from sunrise to sunset with activities that keep us outside with others, basking in the success of our springtime endeavours. In the autumn, the harvest season, we reap what we have sown, drawing to us those things that will nourish us physically, emotionally, socially, and spiritually during the long winter months. In the winter, the season of rest, the season of death, we cocoon. This spring has burst into our province with bright sunlight and unusual warmth. In the Lower Mainland, the transition from winter to spring is heralded by trees exploding with blossoms and grounds blanketed with a rainbow of colours from a wide assortment of spring bulbs. Elsewhere, spring creeps in more slowly, making this the most anticipated and the most welcomed season. With each melting snowbank, new growth is revealed. And as the spring rains wash away the remnants of winter, we are reminded of the cycle of life. The bleakness of winter and the dreariness of cold, dark, short days and long nights slowly pass, and in this new light and new warmth, we find new energy. With the passing seasons we enjoy a natural rhythm of seasonal activities that challenge, inspire, motivate, and encourage relaxation, connecting us to who we are. We await each season with anticipation, hopeful for another opportunity to express ourselves in unique ways. Poets frequently use this cycle of natural change as fodder for their craft. Their poetry, a language of reflection exemplifies an inner journey, a journey that expresses their struggle to wellness. Even though the cycle of the seasons determines, to a large degree, the kinds of activities in which we engage, when we reflect upon the life we are living, we do so from the perspective of a linear time line. This linear view of examining how we live compels us to interpret upheavals in our life’s journey as catastrophic. For many, having to cope with a severe illness, a forced employment move, a marital break-up, or the loss of a loved one causes us to feel as though we have reached the end of the line. With this perspective comes the fear our life as we know it has ended, and we become worried over what we will do now or what will happen next. Living in harmony with the natural cycles of the seasons, as many of the indigenous people of our planet once did, provides an alternative way of viewing our journey through life. To view a life’s journey in the context of the natural cycle of the seasons is to understand that when we are afflicted with traumatic change, we are experiencing the winter season of our life. From this perspective, our personal drama becomes a reason to rest and to reflect. This view brings comfort and safety, as we begin to realize that our personal upheavals are not the end of the road, but part of a natural cycle of living. When we live our misfortunes as though we are only experiencing a winter season, we are able to appreciate the need for winter’s silence, for it is a time to listen to our soul telling us what to let go, so room can be made for planting the seeds of new endeavours. This cyclical perception of life takes away fear and uncertainty. We come to know that in time the winter season we are living will end and we will be entering our life’s spring season where the seeds of new ideas will take root, new projects will surface, new roads will be taken, and new friends will be made. With this perception, hope is restored. Knowing this enables you to view your life’s journey as a continuous cycle of change in a wellness paradigm, instead of a journey to old age, where ill health and death await. This view of a life’s journey is not new. It is rooted in the ancient wisdom of our sages long past. Hear how Rumi (1207—1273) expressed a similar thought in his poem The Guest House. The Guest House This being human is a guest house. Every morning a new arrival. A joy, a depression, a meanness, Some momentary awareness comes As an unexpected visitor. Welcome and entertain them all! Even if they’re a crowd of sorrows, Who violently sweep your house Empty of its furniture, Still, treat each guest honourably. He may be clearing you out For some new delight. The dark thought, the shame, the malice, Meet them at the door laughing, And invite them in. Be grateful for whoever comes, Because each has been sent As a guide from beyond. (The Essential Rumi, translated by Coleman Barks, Harper Collins, 1997, p. 109). As we approach the end of another school year and enter the natural season of summer, indulge yourself with the time to examine your life in the context of the changing seasons. In what season are you now living? The answer will create a frame of reference that will gently nudge you onto a path of lifelong learning and personal well-being. I wish you a great summer with the signoff from CBC’s Dead Dog Café, "Stay Calm, Be Brave, and Watch for the Signs," for that will facilitate your journey toward being well. Julia Johnson, a learning resource teacher at Red Bluff School in Quesnel, is a BCTF PD wellness associate, johnsonj@abccom.bc.ca. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=27190,BCTF News Releases  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources   For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development News Release Archives 2014  2013  2012    2011 2010  2009  2008 2007  2006  Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2012 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  June 1, 2012 Teachers support Musqueam campaign to save ancient burial grounds   The BC Teachers’ Federation is adding its voice to those speaking out in support of the Musqueam people’s efforts to protect their sacred site at Marpole Midden from commercial and condominium development, and to transform the land into a public heritage park.  “As teachers, we take seriously our responsibility to educate the next generations about the history and culture of the First Nations of this land,” said BCTF President Susan Lambert.  “The Marpole Midden contains the remains of a major Coast Salish village dating back 4,000 years. Its presence stands as yet another reminder that this land was occupied long before colonization. This archeological site will also provide invaluable educational opportunities for future students and scholars.” In 1933 the federal government declared the midden as a Canadian National Historic Site. The abundance of artifacts, including beads and carvings, discovered there provide powerful evidence of the wealth of the precontact settlement. In addition, it is known to have been an important burial site, with hundreds of human remains found there. “Our respect for the integrity of the site must be a priority because it represents our respect for the Aboriginal history of our province. Vancouver is a relatively young city, but the history of human habitation on this unceded Coast Salish territory stretches back millennia,” Lambert noted. “We need to expand knowledge and awareness of indigenous history and current issues as a means to redressing historical injustices. Paving over such a significant historical site is not the way to go.” Currently, the Musqueam are engaged in constructive discussions with the developer and the City of Vancouver to resolve the impasse. However, the provincial government has appointed a mediator, but will not engage directly in the process.   The BCTF is calling on the provincial government to respect Article 11 of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, to which Canada is signatory. It states: “Indigenous peoples have the right to practice and revitalize their cultural traditions and customs. This includes the right to maintain, protect, and develop the past, present, and future manifestations of their cultures, such as archaeological and historical sites…”  For more information about the history of the Marpole Midden, please see: http://www.musqueam.bc.ca/c%CC%93%C9%99sna%CA%94%C9%99m. -  30  - For more information, contact Nancy Knickerbocker, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell). Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=23312,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 23, Number 7, May/June 2011 The Fraser Institute’s report card on Aboriginal education in BC By Robert Genaille I was dismayed to read the Report Card on Aboriginal Education in British Columbia 2011, released March 31, 2011. As a teacher working in this province, I have always looked upon releases with some apprehension, as I do perceive a bias in the research that does not reflect the working and learning conditions of the classrooms or the lived experiences of the students, their families, or their teachers. I recently made the argument that, in order to effect real change, we need to be willing to hear and consider all voices, even if we do not necessarily agree with them. To deny the voice of the other does a disservice to the transformative potential of education and weakens the strength inherent in the indigenous ways of knowing and learning. 1. I need to point out that the report card seems only to make a quantitative analysis of standardized statistics culled from FSA results and success rates on provincial exams, using a narrow set of criteria to shrink down Aboriginal education to a simple formula based on success versus failure. In doing this, the report does say that it is using these statistics to allow parents of Aboriginal ancestry the right and freedom to make choices about the schools where they place their children. Freedom for Aboriginal parents to choose is supported in the 1972 policy paper delivered to the Minister of Indian Affairs and Northern Development by the National Indian Brotherhood/ Assembly of First Nations: If we are to avoid the conflict of values which in the past has led to withdrawal and failure, Indian parents must have control of education with the responsibility of setting goals. What we want for our children can be summarized very briefly: to reinforce their Indian identity. to provide the training necessary for making a good living in modern society. (p. 6) The statement seems to be a noble assessment of the Indian Control of Indian Education (1972) document, but I do not believe that the report card is respecting the intent of the document in its declaration above. To give parents control of education with the responsibility means to allow them a seat at the table to work toward a consensus of the needs of their children and communities that allows them to protect and recover the sense of belonging inherent in the connection to one’s culture and identity. It does not discount the second bullet, to provide the necessary training for making a good living in modern society, but the limited nature of the statistics analyzed do not allow for a proper evaluation of what a school is doing or failing to do in preparing students for our modern society. 2. I cannot speak to the FSA statistics as I am not a specialist in that area, either as a teacher or advocate, however, I can speak to the provincial exam analysis. I have had the opportunity to teach four different courses that require a provincial exam as a mandatory part of their final mark—BC First Nations Studies 12, Social Studies 11, English 10, and English 12. I have not placed very much value in the exams as reflective evaluations of student achievement, as they have relied far too heavily on multiple-choice questions as a means of determining student learning in the course. This reliance does not allow for an accurate measure of applied skills development or critical thinking, instead boiling down the curriculum learning outcomes to choosing between four possible answers to knowledge-based questions. The questions assess factoid memorization and not whether the student understands the concepts being explored in the curriculum. I can use the exam to test whether you know when the Calder Case took place and what the Sparrow Case was about, but multiple-choice questions do not let you determine if the student understands the implications of those two cases on the development of Aboriginal self-advocacy and the applications of that to their understanding of the lived experiences of Aboriginal people in Canadian society. 3. Having said that, I need to address the issue of relationships in the education system. Parents do care about the education of their children, despite what many non-Aboriginal people believe. They are, however, balancing that desire with the aforementioned challenges and the foundation of mistrust in the institution that has been the result of many decades of abuse at the hands of the education system in Canada. I have had to challenge the assumption of lack of caring many times and I reiterate here that, sometimes we have to be willing to set aside our own assumptions and reach out with a little bit of humility to the parents. We do this by being the advocates our Aboriginal children need in the education system, and being willing to advocate on behalf of their parents if they need us to do so. While the language in the report purports to do this, it does so from the paternalistic perspective that we are giving you all the information you need, now make the right choice. It is also not the best way to approach parents to build a relationship. As I have already stated, we need to set aside our assumptions and ask them what they need, what they want and how they would like to see us work together in creating a successful environment for their children. In addition, we need to understand that for many of our students, education is not the most important thing in their lives. Our students face many challenges and we need to address this by creating a safe environment where a sense of belonging can be developed. This needs to be built on a relationship of trust and respect that dignifies the voice of the student in the classroom. I know teachers are doing this around the province. It is an aspect that requires time and patience. It is something that cannot be measured by analyzing test and exam results. 4. I am opposed to the arbitrary measurement of six years as the required time to achieve graduation success. I have asked about whether grad rates beyond the six year cut-off is tracked, but have received no answer. To be fair, I have probably not found the right people to ask. My experience shows some students graduate in year seven or year eight, or through adult education, GED completion. Sometimes life gets in the way and arbitrary completion deadlines are not the most important things in the world of the student. Where is the commentary that acknowledges the integration of indigenous pedagogies into the classroom? Where are the celebrations of the relationship-building between schools and communities in collaborative efforts? Why aren’t we talking about the improvements that are going on, or the fact we are teaching ALL students about the indigenous lived experience so that the acceptance of our Aboriginal students into the modern Canadian society will be much less painful than it was for my generation or that of my parents? Where is the commentary that acknowledges the loss of sleep we suffer worrying about suicides and whether our kids have something to eat in the morning, or the fact that our attempts to build positive relationships have shown some progress attendance-wise? Our efforts to build a safe environment and a sense of belonging are starting to show results, though I have no way to quantify that. Where is the commentary about the province’s abandonment of support for the First Nations Kindergarten programs? Robert Genaille is a TTOC, Fraser-Cascade District 78. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141008,thetyee.ca,http://thetyee.ca/News/2014/09/20/Class-in-the-Classroom-Inequality/,What Makes Us Unequal? Class in the Classroom | The Tyee About Advertise Follow Support RSS Topic Aboriginal Affairs BC Election 2013 BC Politics Education Energy Environment Federal Politics Film Food Gender + Sexuality Health Housing Labour + Industry Local Economy Media Municipal Politics Music Photo Essays Podcasts Politics Rights + Justice Science + Tech Transportation Travel Urban Planning + Architecture News Culture Opinion National MediaCheck Solutions Join Craving crack civic election coverage? Help fund it... News What Makes Us Unequal? Class in the Classroom Wolfgang Lehmann tracks students using higher ed to climb the class ladder. Last of three inequality insights. By Emily Fister, 20 Sep 2014, TheTyee.ca   Tweet Western University researcher Wolfgang Lehmann: ‘Students tend to be unaware of their own potential disadvantage.’ What Makes Us Unequal? Three New Insights What Makes Us Unequal? Being a Mom What Makes Us Unequal? Precarious Jobs What Makes Us Unequal? Class in the Classroom Super Unequal BC Seeking solutions at Canada’s forefront of income inequality. Adult Education Cuts: A Question of Fairness and Equality Why deny a second chance to those with so much to gain? Dumpster Diving to Afford UBC Why must some UBC international students work illegal jobs and sift garbage for food? Answer: To afford tuition many times higher than paid by their richer Canadian fellow students. Some ask: Is this an ethical way to run a global university? Read more: Education, When Wolfgang Lehmann started university in Germany in the 1980s, he felt like he didn't belong. As the son of a tradesman and a letter carrier, Lehmann was the first to go onto higher education in his family. But despite hard work, financial stress forced him to drop out in his first year. Now an associate professor of sociology at Western University in London, Ontario, Lehmann applies his past to the present, focusing his research on working class undergraduates, their access to higher education, and the struggles they face in today's labour market. For these students, rising tuition and uncertain employment are major barriers to success. Student loans and part-time jobs are the reality, and the financial burden is a drain, both during the degree and after graduation as they start to pay off their loans. Often, students with two working parents are ineligible for standard student loans and have to resort to bank loans. Credential inflation is also a growing issue. As Bachelor degrees become more common, employers increasingly look at other things such as volunteer or internship experience to distinguish applicants. How can students overcome these barriers? That's what Lehmann wants to find out. He's now doing a follow-up study of a long-running project that tracked the success of university students from lower socioeconomic backgrounds. While the data isn't available yet, his initial findings illustrate how working class students are at a disadvantage compared to higher socioeconomic groups, especially when it comes to gaining volunteer experience or accessing unpaid internships. Lehmann began the project in 2005 by interviewing 75 young Western students who were the first in their family to attend university. He then re-interviewed them in their second and fourth years of study to assess whether they were able to balance work and school, or had decided to change career trajectories because money was tight. In August he started the interview process again, looking at employment success and asking the question: "How do people who were successful in university as working class students translate their academic success into employment success?" Though the students graduated in 2009, and some have since moved away or dropped out of the study, Lehmann is still curious about how, five years later, these students have managed to succeed in the workplace. His project is part of new research in sociology on socioeconomic status at the modern university. It's an area that he'd like to see expanded in order for concrete policy change to happen, such as more bursaries or paid internships to create equal opportunity for students from all class backgrounds. Lehmann said his participants' undergraduate experiences were largely successful and that overall, they're happy with their decisions. Still, he wants to emphasize one main point through his research: that privilege plays a huge role in access to higher education and potential job networks. The Tyee sat down with Lehmann to talk about his work and how class status affects students in a precarious economy. Here is what he had to say… On the larger issues surrounding the value of a university degree: "What we do see in Canada, and this is something that has not changed in relevant terms, is the percentage of people of low socioeconomic status who go to university hasn't really changed. It's a confounding finding. We've seen huge changes in the gender ratio at university, to the point where we have more young women than men beginning and graduating university. That's been the case for some time. "[There is] a decline in well-paying employment for people with lower levels of formal education. There are jobs out there, but they tend to be unstable jobs, low income jobs. They tend to be jobs that are non-unionized, so there's very little protection. And what we do know is that the lower your level of formal education in Canada, the more precarious your situation in the labour market. "When I asked all the young people in my study, 'Why did you go to university when no one in your family had done this?' The answer that everyone gave me was: 'Today, a high school diploma isn't good enough. If you want to achieve any kind of success, you have to go to university.' "I personally disagree with that statement. But for the working young men and women, that was their ticket for social mobility. So there's a social equity issue we need to be concerned about. Are we giving all qualified people access to university? "For those people who go to university, especially lower income people who make a massive financial investment in this higher education, much more so than if they were to do an apprenticeship or go to college, does that pay off in the end? Or are we talking a whole generation of young people into a university education that, in the end, is a piece of paper that doesn't really benefit them in the labour market? "Those are some of the larger issues to do with access to higher education and socioeconomic status." On re-evaluating career aspirations in university: "We go to university to get these high-status professions. But there are [other professions out there]. The students in my study are beginning to realize that, and to tell me that loud and clear. Some have said, 'It wasn't until later that I realized I don't have to be a doctor. I can be a public health nurse and do as much good and do what I wanted to do.' "I think we need to offer a better understanding of the labour market that [highlights] various career paths early on so that students can do some planning and have different alternatives. "Having said that, I think we also need to also make students understand that a university education is not career preparation. It's increasingly becoming that, but it shouldn't -- it has a much larger public education mandate. [Part of that mandate] is to make people critical, independent thinkers. "One of the encouraging things the students in my study told me is that they found those kind of skills in things they learned in their philosophy classes, their sociology classes, and found them very important in the workplace. It helped them sort through problems. "Even if you're a nurse, sometimes the social science courses [you have to] take still pay off because you understand your patients better, you understand your patients' social situation better. You have a different way of solving problems." On creating meaningful opportunities for working class students: "We have a public discourse in Canada that puts all responsibility on young people and their families. If young people struggle in the labour market, it's because they're not educating themselves enough or they're receiving the wrong kind of education. [People say], 'Why did you taking a sociology degree, why didn't you go into engineering?' or 'Why are you in university? Maybe you should have gone to college.' I think that's the wrong way of looking at it. That's only one part of the equation. "I think we need to hold employers more accountable for how we transition young people into productive employment, and that's currently not happening. Employers could allow high school or post-secondary students, especially students without networks, to have chances to do internships, [especially] paid internships. Internships should have a career relevance and allow them to build networks that they don't have from their families. "Universities could potentially have a function to place people, and I think that would be a good service for people without networks, without family connections. "[In comparison], most young people in Germany still do apprenticeships out of secondary education. In Germany, you do apprenticeships in order to become a mid-level banker or in an insurance company or working in public administration, working at city hall, etc. Those are the people doing apprenticeships. They get a salary, they work with an employer, they're covered by collective agreements, they're entering the workforce. That also means that 80 per cent of their training costs are covered by employers. To me, that that seems like a situation where the employer gets a benefit, and they recognize that in Germany because they get trained employees that are useful in the workplace. "Here, employers don't want to spend a penny on the education of their future workers. I think we also need to put some leverage there. [We shouldn't] always say that it's the young people who make the wrong choices by studying the wrong thing.” On raising awareness through his research: "The interesting thing with my study is that the young people I spoke to, they all told me: 'I'm at university because I want to get out of the working class, and I want to have mobility, and I want to become middle class.' "Students tend to be unaware of their own potential disadvantage; they tend to individualize their experience. They say, 'You just have to put in hard work, and sometimes you have to work harder.' "I think at university we also have the responsibility to help young people understand how their class, their gender, their ethnicity, their sexual orientation, their level of physical ability -- all these things will potentially affect what's happening in the workplace. "It's also important to let people who are more privileged understand that their privilege might partly be an explanation of why they have been successful in the past. Or [we should] let people realize that academic or educational success is not exclusively the outcome of personal ability and motivation. It's not just about informing the working class students, but also the middle class and more privileged students about their privilege. "At a more concrete policy level in the labour market, it's a much harder question to answer. I think that research like mine is still relatively unique. We don't have a lot of class-based research on transitions to employment, or on university students from working class backgrounds. My research is qualitative and therefore exploratory. I'd like to see support for more research that explores this more broadly and allows us to get a better understanding of the situation. "[I think we need to] develop, somehow through policy, a culture in which employers become more actively involved in these kinds of issues -- not just as recipients of qualified people, but as people who take a responsibility in [educating] qualifying people. There needs to be a real, fundamental shift in this country." Read more: Education, Emily Fister recently completed a practicum with The Tyee.   Tweet What have we missed? What do you think? We want to know. Comment below. Keep in mind: Do: Verify facts, debunk rumours Add context and background Spot typos and logical fallacies Highlight reporting blind spots Ignore trolls Treat all with respect and curiosity Connect with each other Do not: Use sexist, classist, racist or homophobic language Libel or defame Bully or troll Troll patrol. Instead, flag suspect activity. Please enable JavaScript to view the comments powered by Disqus. comments powered by Disqus LNG a chance, not a windfall, says BC throne speech Postmedia could soon own almost every English newspaper in Canada. What could possibly go wrong? VIEW: Voting for your principles is 'strategic voting' Petition opposes BC's 'potential muzzling' of non-profits More troubles for BC's big LNG plans Tirade at Tyee by immigration minister's top aide analyzed tweet by tweet Government slow to respond to FOIs? No need to tell Bob Mackin Converting ferries to LNG will save money, reduce fares: CEO See more » Tyee Video Picks Submitted by Tyee staff, Today Last chance to see 'The Vancouver Asahi' baseball story at VIFF. Where do these videos come from? From you. Suggest one here! Most Popular Can 'Cuisine' Make a Better School Lunch? Don't Give Postmedia More Local Monopolies What I Saw with a German Tour of the Oilsands Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign First Nations 'Front and Centre Now': Pierre Christy Clark's No Pro at LNG Poker For Kids, the Meal Is the Message How Much Do You Trust Canada's Wireless Giants? Most Emailed Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign For Kids, the Meal Is the Message Understanding Harper's Evangelical Mission Who'd Be a School Trustee in 2014? Why New Euro-Canada Treaty Is a Gift to Oil Firms BC Filmmaking Duo Passes the Acid Test We Must Heed Naomi Klein's Call China Deal Trumps Province, First Nations on Energy Projects: Treaty Expert Fired Researcher Who Killed Self Was Evaluating Drug Backed by Clark Climate Warriors Must Forge Stronger Alliances, Now Reported Elsewhere Postmedia could soon own almost every English newspaper in Canada (via DeSmog) Petronas CEO warns of 15-year delay to BC LNG project (via G&M) BC government apologizes for firing worker who later killed himself (via the Victoria Times-Colonist) From Tibet to Taiwan, China's outer regions watch Hong Kong protests intently (via the New York Times) It's a shame Jean-Claude Duvalier died a free man, says ex-UN prosecutor (via CBC News) Vancouver's cabbies take aim at Uber (via The Province) Keurig's coffee supremacy challenged by Canadian firm (via Yahoo! News) North and South Korea 'agree to talks' (via BBC News) See more » Your BC: The Tyee's Photo Pool Join The Tyee's Flickr group » View previous selections » Most Commented What I Saw with a German Tour of the Oil Sands (132 comments) Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign (76 comments) 'The Environment Is the Economy': MP Weston (106 comments) Fired Researcher Who Killed Self Was Evaluating Drug Backed by Clark (57 comments) Climate Warriors Must Forge Stronger Alliances, Now (53 comments) ISIS Threat: Let's Refuse to be Scared (79 comments) We Must Heed Naomi Klein's Call (309 comments) Christy Clark's No Pro at LNG Poker (38 comments) Six Steps to Protect Canadians from Flaws in China Trade Deal (128 comments) How Labour Unions Make Us Healthier (31 comments) About The Tyee National Pool Contributors Advertise Contact Funding Jobs Master Classes Privacy Policy Submissions Support The Tyee News Culture Opinion National Mediacheck Solutions Video Publications Tyee News Weekly Archives The Hook Other BC Blogs Reported Elsewhere Steve Burgess Murray Dobbin Michael Geist Crawford Kilian Rafe Mair Andrew Nikiforuk Shannon Rupp Bill Tieleman Dorothy Woodend Follow The Tyee Subscribe by email Subscribe by RSS Tyee Mobile App Managed Hosting by Gossamer Threads × Share article via email Send this article to: Your email address: Your message: Would you like to receive The Tyee's headlines free by email? Yes, every day. Yes, once a week. I already subscribe. No, thanks. Submit Show form again » Close)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13808,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > March 1998 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 10, Number 5, March 1998 Evaluating the role of technology by Charles Ungerleider  Teachers, school administrators, parents, and the general public have been the recipients of a variety of messages about Canadian society being one in which knowledge is a primary resource. Knowledge -or at least its raw material, information-appears to be an attractive alternative to declining natural, non-renewable resources and industrial production made costly by organized labour and stringent health, safety, and environmental standards. Information, it seems, is in generous supply, proliferates exponentially, and is easy to exploit without concern for its depletion or injurious consequences to those responsible for its processing. The key to creating, gathering, and disseminating information seems to be computer technology. Demands for ensuring the technological well-being of the next generation are fueled by a confluence of forces. Claims for computer education in schools are prompted by planned and unplanned technological obsolescence, the desires of parents to ensure the economic well-being of their offspring, and the perception that computers and computer literacy are needed to compete in a "global" economy. Those who do not possess the technology for acquiring information or knowledge are depicted as road kill on the information super highway.  In the spring of 1997, at the invitation of the West Vancouver Teachers' Association (WVTA), I designed a survey to determine its members' views about their use of computer technology. The West Vancouver teachers expressed a variety of concerns and raised a number of important issues for teachers throughout British Columbia. Regardless of the grade levels at which they teach, West Vancouver teachers use a variety of teaching practices and resources. They are confident about their ability to address a wide range of responsibilities, including instructing students in basic skills, conducting discussions with and among students, and guiding them to carry out and present research. West Vancouver teachers are positively disposed toward the use of new technologies and software. Nearly a quarter of the respondents indicate that they "follow advances" in the field and "eagerly" seek to apply them. Another 50% said that they will employ technologies and software "which have been shown to improve educational practice." A number of teachers made comments indicating an enthusiasm for the use of new technologies, in general, and for the use of particular technologies, "I hope SD 45 will continue to make technology a high priority," although their enthusiasm was rarely unqualified: I am interested in new technologies and believe there are many exciting and relevant uses for them in the classroom. However... I am, and always have been, eager to learn new technologies. I am also a big supporter of technology being used as a resource for teachers to help in lesson preparation, access to curriculum materials, ministry documents, etc.; however...  When they use computers at school, West Vancouver teachers are most apt to do so in a computer laboratory for the preparation of student worksheets and for writing. The teachers identified obstacles to more frequent computer use: the absence of adequate technology, equipment that does not support current software, poorly functioning hardware and software, lack of familiarity with hardware and software, inadequate preparation for the use of hardware and software, and too little time to practise, apply, and assess the effectiveness of hardware and software. They are less confident in their use of computers than they are in the use of any other aspect of teaching addressed in the study. I would love to use technology, i.e., computers, more if they worked. Glitches continually frustrate me and my students. In theory, computer technology is a wonderful resource; in practice, it is often a source of frustration. "What a waste of my time" is something too often heard when I or my colleagues have been trying to achieve a goal using computers.  West Vancouver teachers place value upon a large number and broad range of professional goals, including improving student attitudes toward learning, communicating with parents, increasing productivity, and adjusting the difficulty of tasks presented to students. They regard "experimenting with emerging technologies" as an important goal, but one less highly prized than others. They see technology as having a mildly facilitating impact on the attainment of their professional goals. However, they see technology as an impediment to one of the goals that they prize highly: improving the social aspects of classrooms and schools. West Vancouver teachers understand the rationale for the purchase of new computer hardware and software. However, they expressed dissatisfaction (often strongly) with the availability of hardware and software to meet instructional needs, priority given to the purchase of hardware and software over other needs, inadequate preparation for the use of new computer hardware and software, and inadequate technical support. Technology for technology's sake does not improve the success or the critical-thinking skills of our students. I am very much in favor of exposing students to the broadest spectrum of educational experiences, but while a child is young I would rather take that child to our art gallery rather than surf the Web for art images. It seems that technology is seen as a panacea or a replacement for actual experiences... I have not seen how all this new technology has improved the learning of my students. They hand in computer-printed work. They download a page on a subject, but they have not read or been discerning about the information they choose. I watch a child struggle with the Internet to complete an assignment that could have been completed in the library in a fraction of the time. They are being sold a bill of goods.  As the people responsible for the application of technology in classrooms, West Vancouver teachers feel they should take on a greater role in decisions about the selection, purchase, implementation, and evaluation of the hardware and software. They also have a strong desire to discuss the philosophical, ethical, and educational questions regarding the acquisition and use of technology. I understand how technology can enhance children's learning, but I feel that the district priority puts too much emphasis on it in neglect of class-size restrictions, a focus on the aesthetic qualities of life in the fine-arts curricula, decisions made without our (teachers') input, [and]... educational reasons.  The study confirmed the centrality of teachers in the decision about the introduction of changes affecting teaching and learning. To achieve the maximum educational benefits from technology, teachers should be fully involved in the decisions affecting all aspects of technology's use in schools. West Vancouver teachers have identified many issues that deserve more detailed study both in that district and elsewhere in the province: What is the appropriate use of technology in public elementary and secondary schools? How can British Columbia ensure the equitable provision of hardware and software to teachers and students? What steps should be taken to give teachers the opportunity to practice, apply, and assess the effectiveness of particular hardware and software? What obligations do school districts have for ensuring the adequate provision of support to maintain hardware and software? What are the negative consequences of using new technologies on teachers and students, and how can these be prevented? What steps must be taken to establish a comprehensive evaluation framework and plan for monitoring the introduction, use, and educational impact of new technologies and software? Is the priority given to technology and its use justifiable in relation to other valued educational outcomes? Charles Ungerleider is associate dean (teacher education), Faculty of Education, University of B.C. Copies of the complete study, Teacher Computer Use in British Columbia, are available from the BCTF. Contact Anne Field (604) 871-2251, toll free 1-800-663-9163 (local 2251) or afield@bctf.ca Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=29057&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2013 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 25, Number 4, Jan./Feb. 2013   Your union cares for you  Sasha’s story A fictional scenario: Sasha, a 45-year-old teacher is experiencing increasing stress and mental fatigue in her workplace. Recently she separated legally from her long-term partner. She is to start Semester Two with a workload that includes four classes,ótwo of which are challenging Grade 8 students (30 in each class). She requested and was granted a personal leave of one block to cope with her stress. This put her on 75% salary for Semester Two. The principal was happy to grant her the leave as the principal had spoken to her about underlying performance issues and had suggested professional development and in-service courses. She teaches in an old, musty portable around the back of the school. She complained to the principal on several occasions about the conditions of her classroom but her concerns fell on deaf ears. The member has a sick bank of 30 days. Services the Income Security Division can provide: Health and safety (prevention)  The symptoms of stress, elevated blood pressure, skin rashes, sleep disturbances, lack of energy, speech, and thinking disturbances can all be caused by working environment. Portable classrooms designed to be temporary structures but used as classrooms for decades, are notorious for having poor ventilation systems providing inadequate fresh air. They have leaky ceilings, windows, and door frames and do not have adequate eaves or drainage, creating leaks and possible mould growth. Mould and inadequate fresh air can cause a variety of symptoms including fatigue and cognitive impairments. Portable building walls are thin and hard, the flooring is typically tiled and fans in the unit ventilators hum all day causing noise levels loud enough to cause headaches. Typically teachers move their students from portable classrooms to the main school for computer classes, PE, music, and assemblies, often encountering various types of weather.   Health and safety issues cause the physical symptoms of stress and can be prevented. Such issues can also be addressed through the school-based Joint Health and Safety Committee and that reporting process. Health and safety (WCB claims advocacy)  Aspects of the working environment that cause symptoms of stress, elevated blood pressure, skin rashes, sleep disturbances, and lack of energy are known as workplace stressors. Sasha should see her doctor immediately. If diagnosed with a recognized mental illness or disorder that is predominantly caused by her workplace stressors she should file a WCB claim. If the claim is denied or not fully accepted for wage loss or healthcare benefits, the BCTF WCB advocate can assist with the appeal. Do not delay as time limits apply. Salary indemnity plan (SIP)  Sasha made a big mistake by reducing her assignment due to stress and fatigue without first consulting with her doctor to find out if she was eligible for a reduced assignment for medical reasons. This is very important because, should she need to apply for short-term disability benefits after exhausting the 30 days remaining in her sick bank, her benefits will now be calculated on the 0.75 FTE rather than her original 1.0 FTE. Short-term (ST) benefits are calculated on the salary paid at the last day of paid work or sick leave. If Sasha was unfortunate enough to see her medical condition worsen and had to take a lengthy period of time off, the ST SIP provides up to 120 days of benefits for any one illness or injury. Therefore, this reduction in her FTE would have significant financial implications for her that would be ongoing if she had to apply for long-term benefits. Health and wellness program  While stress is not a medical condition, the symptoms of stress are. Symptoms such as increased blood pressure, changes in sleep patterns, changes in appetite, weight gain or loss, lack of energy and motivation are all possible medical conditions resulting from feeling stressed. The Health and Wellness Program is a voluntary program that provides support for members who are coping with medical problems. Together with the teacher and her doctor, a rehabilitation consultant develops a plan to improve the teacher’s health and her/his ability to cope with the stress, whether it is personal or work-related. Well-qualified and experienced consultants understand the work of teachers and will support the member to achieve their goals for wellness and a return to full time employment. Pension advice  While we do not want to appear to be suggesting that Sasha should leave teaching, there are issues she should explore on how having a former spouse and a reduced assignment will impact her future finances. Pensions are considered an asset. A spouse/partner may be entitled to a portion of the earned pension during the relationship. Whether her pension is divided or not, should be clearly stated in a court order as there are different options depending on whether her pension is shared or not. The options all have financial ramifications to both Sasha and her former spouse. They should get advice and additional information from www.tpp.pensionsbc.ca. For more information, Sasha should contact her local president and the following members of the BCTF Income Security Division administrative staff: Victor Choy, Pensions, 604-871-1949, vchoy@bctf.ca   Ritchie Kendrick, SIP administrator, 604-871-1955, rkendrick@bctf.ca   Michael Kimmis, ISD director, 604-871-1957, mkimmis@bctf.ca   Sarb Lalli, WCB Claims (advocacy), 604-871-1890, slalli@bctf.ca   Karen Langenmaier, Health and Safety (prevention), 604-871-1891, klangenmaier@bctf.ca   Drusilla Wilson,Health and Wellness Program, 604-871-1925, dwilson@bctf.ca   )
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12716,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 1999 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 12, Number 2, October 1999 Refuge and rescue Two complementary exhibits on the related themes of refuge and rescue are featured at the Holocaust Education Centre, in Vancouver. Shanghai: A refuge during the Holocaust Some 18,000 European Jews found sanctuary in the open port of Shanghai during the Holocaust. With the rise of Nazism in Germany and Austria and the Nazi policy of making Europe Judenrein—free of Jews—European Jews sought to find countries that would admit them. Shanghai became that sanctuary as well as a meeting place, a point of intersection for Jews and Chinese at a critical moment in history. Jews and Chinese have encountered each other for a thousand years or more, beginning with the Jewish traders who went to China along the Silk Road in the 9th century. In the 20th century, China received Jewish refugees fleeing the Bolshevik Revolution, the Russian Civil War, and later the Nazi persecution. This story of escape and refuge in Shanghai will resonate for our students today, who are becoming increasingly familiar with the plight of refugees around the world, from Kosovo, from East Timor, and from China. The Story of Dr. Feng Shan Ho and the rescue of Austrian Jews This exhibit tells the story of Dr. Ho, the Chinese Consul General who was stationed in Vienna from 1937 to 1940. Acting on his own authority and without the permission of the Chinese government, Dr. Ho issued thousands of life-saving visas to Jews desperate to flee Nazi-occupied Europe. He has recently been recognized as being among those who saved the largest number of Jews during the Holocaust. The act of rescue was rare during the Holocaust. Why some people chose to help while others remained bystanders challenges our most basic assumptions about human nature. Dr. Ho’s story can offer students insight into the nature of moral decision making. School programs at the Holocaust Education Centre Guided tours featuring both exhibits are available for school groups. Tours are offered weekdays at a cost of $50 per group of 30 students. Teachers will receive a teacher’s guide for Shanghai: A Refuge During the Holocaust and a bilingual (English/ Chinese) monograph on the diplomat rescuer Dr. Feng Shan Ho. ESL program A teacher’s guide for the ESL classroom has been especially prepared for this exhibit. ESL teachers will receive the guide in addition to the guide and monograph listed above. Please let interested ESL teachers know about this program. Location The Vancouver Holocaust Education Centre is located on the lower level of the Jewish Community Centre, 950 West 41st Avenue at Oak Street. The centre is wheelchair accessible and conveniently located near the #17 and the #41 bus route. Exhibit dates October 17 to December 20, 1999 Bookings and information To have a teacher’s kit sent to you, call (604) 264-0499. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "#FunFriday Fact: #BC has the highest small business employment in Canada. October is Small Business Month! Check out: http://t.co/20bcLmlvFP" @bcliberals - 03:55pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2014/05/why-im-on-picket-line.html?showComment0751401562161474,Staffroom Confidential: Why I'm on the picket line Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Saturday, May 31, 2014 Why I'm on the picket line I will never forget my first days teaching in a public school in British Columbia. It was 2004, and I had just left a job at a small private girl’s school to work in a large public high school. I went from class sizes of about 18 to class sizes of over 30. From a school where the adult to student ratio was one to eight, to a school where sometimes I wondered where the adults were. From quiet to loud, spacious to cramped, clean to messy, orderly to chaotic, easy to hard. That’s how my job changed. I left for philosophical reasons – I believe in public schools and had always wanted to teach in the public system. I took some risk leaving my private school position, which was almost full time, unionized with decent pay and benefits, and where my classes never exceeded about 22 students and many were in the 15 – 18 range. I left to join the on-call list in a public district and was lucky enough to land a half time contract after six months. I had entered a post-degree teaching program in the fall of 2001. “Jobs galore” was the message at our first all-student plenary session. But it wasn't five short months after when the government introduced Bills 27 and 28 and I was standing on the lawn of the legislature with my future colleagues decrying the stripping of class size limits from collective agreements. And by the time I finished in 2003, our local public District was not hiring. So I reluctantly took a position in the private system. Looking back at that dream job sometimes I wonder why I let my principles get the best of me. I had my own classroom - a computer lab. I had a full time technical support worker assisting me when I needed. Spring break was two weeks and Christmas break was three. And I had lots of fun on the fall “out trip” when I was paid to escort the students through the sites of Victoria. “Classroom management” was a distant memory from a course I had taken. My students were well behaved, engaged, and motivated. I did not have a single student requiring adaptation for an Individual Education Plan, and my English as Second Language students all received tutoring, assistance and regular ESL classes. That was not something I had to worry about. I had the luxury of devoting all of my non-teaching time to lesson preparation, learning new ideas and teaching techniques that I could introduce to my students, and careful assessment of student work. The contrast with my first public school position could not have been more stark. There were crowded hallways, constant disruption in class, challenging behaviours, and many students behind grade level with learning difficulties. I recall walking down the main hallway, where students hang out and eat their lunch, and being taken aback by the crowded space, and most noticeably - the total and complete lack of adults. At the private school, there was an adult to student ratio of one to eight. This meant there was never a time, in my recollection, that any public space had fewer than two adults in it. The public high school was the opposite. Crowded hallways were often devoid of any adult presence. It was not two years into my position there that I encountered, in the main entryway to the school, four students engaged in a physical fight surrounded by a group of about 100 of their peers. As I descended into the school lobby from the upper stairwell I looked around and could see not a single other adult. It was only good fortune that three of the four students fighting knew me and so I felt confident to intervene. Otherwise, I would have been scared. There was a lot of bad behaviour in the hallways at break time - homophobic put downs, inconsiderate remarks, throwing garbage on the floor. But one of the things I learned very quickly is that if I stopped to intervene every time I encountered an incident, I would never make it to the lunchroom to eat. And so I, like many other worn out and harried teachers, intervened when it was essential but learned to let go for the student throwing the gum wrapper on the floor. After a time, you get acclimatized and it all starts to feel normal. Inside the classroom, the changes were different but just as palpable. All of a sudden, at least a third of my attention was always needed to monitor student behaviour. Of my daily utterances to students, many were now in the “sit down”, “please be quiet”, “I need your attention” variety. There was a seismic shift in my own mental capacity from focusing on student needs to focusing on student behaviours. My after class hours were consumed with meeting students to provide individual help, seemingly endless stacks of marking, and trying to figure out how to teach the student with elementary level reading skills in my Grade 9 class, or the student who was barely there and traumatized by a family death, or the student with mild intellectual disability who required a whole different curriculum to meet their needs. Precious time was left for learning new technologies, revamping my lessons, or planning field trips. With 210 students on my roster per year, that just wasn't possible. Few with any experience in our school system would dispute the benefits of smaller classes and with ensuring that each class has a manageable number and range of special needs. The simple reality is that as class sizes grow, adult attention per student diminishes, and student behaviours are harder to manage. Some point to the times several decades ago when class sizes were forty or even fifty students. Those were also the times of the strap and when students with disabilities were housed in segregated facilities. Is that where we want to go? If we want a caring, nurturing, safe environment in schools, we need adequate adult supervision. If we want teachers able to devote their time to teaching and learning activities, we can’t overwhelm them with over sized classes. Again, the math is simple. If we double the size of an English 12 class, the teacher will need to halve the number of essays each student writes for feedback because there are only so many hours in the weekend to do the marking. In an eighty minute math class, after homework take-up and the daily lesson, there is only 30 minutes left - that is one minute per child. No wonder parents who can afford it hire tutors. A quick comparison of private and public school class sizes show striking differences. Here is the data for my home community of Victoria: Private schools: Glenlyon Norfork: 18 - 20 St. Margaret's School: 14 - 20 St. Michael's University School: 18 - 20 Queen Margaret's School: 18 Shawnigan Lake School: 14 -15 Public schools - averages of: 18 - Kindergarten 21 - Primary Grades 26 - Intermediate 27 - Secondary Pretty much any advertisement for any private school will indicate “small class sizes”. But class size isn't the only difference. Last summer I took my daughter to a summer camp at St. Michael’s University School. It doesn't have a building, it has a campus. The beautiful landscaped gardens included hanging flower baskets. The music room was stocked with instruments and designed for it’s purpose. The grounds included a nice outdoor amphitheatre. I believe I deserve a raise, but just like other teachers, that isn't the main reason I voted yes to strike. A society is measured by how it treats everyone. This includes the poor, the disenfranchised, the ordinary. In British Columbia, these children get overcrowded and underfunded. The children who need it the most - the hungry, the hurt, the struggling ones - get the least. In contrast, the one's whose parents can pay get better. The “public” in public school does not just mean providing a building with some tired teachers to deliver a curriculum measured on some standardized tests. A good public school system will provide high quality opportunities to every single child. While our public schools have many wonderful programs and many dedicated teachers, the sad truth is that there are also overcrowded classrooms, children falling behind, and a workforce exhausted from trying to fill in the gaps. The class size provisions that were illegally removed in 2002 are only a fraction of what is needed to move towards a genuinely high quality public education system. But they are a necessary start. I hope we stay on the picket line long enough to win them back, and I hope parents and citizens who want the best for every child join us in that struggle. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 10:51 AM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 3 comments: Cindy QuachMay 31, 2014 at 11:49 AM Tara, thanks so much for writing and sharing your experiences spanning the private and public systems. For me, teaching has always been a motion of heart first. Ideally, it is humanistic and helps our students to understand their place and responsibility in a democratic society...and to empower every student to stretch and grow. My priority is with my students and with learning. However, with chronic underfunding and disregard for the law by govt, it doesn't seem that their values are aligned with mine. ReplyDelete Delhi Escorts - MadhuMay 31, 2014 at 8:57 PM I am Mona Mathur from New Delhi and i am a working girl in a share market company based in delhi. I am a 22 year old young and a charming girl basically from Meerut and now based in delhi since 2005 when i came here to complete my graduation. I decided to sattled here as a high class and private Delhi Escort Girl and now i am residing in New Delhi along with my friends. I am a beautiful pearl with 5'6" height and curvy slim figure of 34-28-36. I have 34C natural breasts and silky black long hairs thats make me a perfect feminine model girl. Visit my website- 1. Mathur Mona 2. Arora AnkitaReplyDelete StanJuly 1, 2014 at 8:57 AM The current BC Teacher’s Strike is important for restoring reasonable class size and composition to our Public Schools, but I am most afraid because the actions of the BC Liberals in this fight attack the very heart of Canadian Democracy, and Charter Rights for all Canadians ( whether Union, non-union, public or private). The Liberal government’s continuing refusal to respect the Charter Rights of BC teachers ( in essence, the Charter Rights of ALL Canadians), and their refusal to respect two Supreme Court Rulings, and their use of taxpayers money, in what is, in essence, an attempt to dismantle the people’s own Charter Protections. "Griffin’s ruling in the Supreme Court decision between the teachers and the govenment described part of what was at stake in this legal case as being Canada’s democratic structure itself, “which requires that governments must act legally, within the supreme law of the country, the Constitution.” Discussing the historical context for her decision, she wrote that political forces often desire “to consolidate and gather more power and to seek to diminish any restraint on that power.” Conversely, she wrote, “A democratic system has institutional checks to counter that tendency and to safeguard against tyranny.” She cited the moral and legal context for her determination as government conduct that could be placed somewhere on a spectrum between negligent “wilful blindness” and a clearly wrong “abuse of power.” And without substantial penalties for such actions, she argued, it was simply “too tempting” for governments to dismiss and extinguish the basic civil rights of the governed. How much more dire a warning about our government could a high-ranking representative of our judiciary give us? " 1. Also; as there appears to be so much diversionary tactics from the real issues at stake by manipulating the public into thinking this fight is about teacher’s wages; perhaps a little real Math would help there: As any grade six student knows, you do not calculate percentage totals of two different variables by adding them. An 8% raise on salary, and a 6.5% raise on benefits DOES NOT EQUAL a 14.5% raise as the government claims teacher’s are asking for. A % is out of 100. Two variables ( salary plus benefits) cannot be added to get a % total. Similar to two items of $100 each, for sale at 8% for one, and 6.5% for the other; you don’t TOTAL them to get 14.5% off at the cashier. You would get $14.50 of $200. That means you have an average between the 2 variables of 7.25% in total. (in ref to a wage increase %, spread over 5 years as proposed, that is not even cost of living). Clearly, presenting this sort of Math in explanation to the Public regarding Teacher salary wage ‘demands’ is HIGHLY SUSPECT, given Liberal history in dealing with the BC Teachers. alarming this gov disrespect for our countries highest law; our constitution, and in it’s deliberate manipulations of facts. 1. Rob Wipond ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ▼  May (5) Why I'm on the picket line BC Teachers' Wage & Class size proposals: Myths & ... BC Teachers: Liability & the Lockout When is a lockout not a lockout? The ABCs of the teachers' fight ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=29340&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > March 2013 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 25, Number 5, March 2013   Keys to promoting self-regulated learning  By Nancy Perry and Philip Winne   Ideas associated with self-regulation and self-regulated learning (SRL) are catching hold in BC’s schools. Important markers of this trend are the Ministry of Education’s commitment to supporting students’ development of self-regulation and SRL in the 2011 BC Education Plan, and initiatives such as Changing Results for Young Readers. We are excited but not surprised by these developments. More than 30 years of research about SRL demonstrates how self-regulating learners are successful in and beyond school. They tend to have high motivation and confidence for learning and use productive-thinking and problem-solving skills. These characteristics lead to task-relevant behaviour and high levels of achievement. What is self-regulation? Broadly speaking, it is individuals’ ability to control thoughts and action to achieve personal goals and respond to environmental factors (Zimmerman, 2008). Effective self-regulating learners attend to key features of tasks (e.g., What am I being asked to do?), resist distractions (e.g., What might I rather be doing?), persist when tasks are difficult and respond to challenges appropriately, adaptively, and flexibly. SRL is a particular focus for general self-regulation. It involves metacognition, motivation, and strategic action (Winne & Perry, 2000) dedicated to learning. Effectively self-regulating learners are aware of strengths and weaknesses they bring to tasks. They draw from a repertoire of effective-thinking and problem-solving strategies when they encounter challenges. They are motivated to learn with a genuine interest in learning processes and beliefs that effort and strategy use leads to success. This makes them willing to try challenging tasks and inclines them to view errors, when they occur, as opportunities for learning. Importantly, the “self” in SRL identifies who regulates learning—the student, of course! Learners are not equally effective at self-regulating. Some differences lead to difficulties in school. For example, some learners are impulsive. They don’t take time to analyze environmental demands or consider how best to meet them. Other learners have difficulty with attention or emotion control. And others lack self and other awareness, motivation for learning, or knowledge of strategies that lead to success. Also, self-regulation develops across the lifespan. What it means to effectively self-regulate learning varies as students move through the grades. What’s common, however, is that learners of all ages need to continuously and flexibly adapt to diverse and changing demands in the multiple contexts where learning happens. We view SRL as a skill. Developing and improving skills calls for extensive, deliberate practice where students have two key jobs. One is identifying, then trying out tactics and strategies for learning. The second is examining how well a tactic or strategy worked and, if it wasn’t up to par, hypothesizing what to do about it. This two-part frame implies what teachers can do to enhance SRL. To organize these ideas, we outline a model of SRL proposed by Winne and our colleague, Allyson Hadwin at the University of Victoria. According to Winne and Hadwin’s four-phase model, ideally, students first survey features in their learning environment that probably affect learning (e.g., What am I being asked to do? Can I do it? Why or why not?). Their scan identifies resources (e.g., I can use the computer, or get help from my peers), constraints (e.g., I’m feeling distracted today) and opportunities (e.g., the teacher said I can choose a topic that interests me). Second, students set their goals for learning and plan how to approach them. This step is critical. It creates benchmarks for keeping track of how well learning unfolds as it unfolds. Third, students start work and regularly probe it: “Am I on track?” Minor adjustments may be needed to improve how learning unfolds. Their plan may be taking too much time; or perhaps a strategy they chose isn’t working, so a different tactic needs to come into play. Fourth, at major breaks or when the task is completed, the student reviews everything and asks: “How well did that go? What can I do to improve my learning in the future?” We emphasize the “self” in self-regulation doesn’t mean solo. Self-regulation supports both independent and social forms of learning. And more often than not, students’ development of SRL depends on supportive interactions with teachers and peers. The term “co-regulation” describes the giving and receiving of instrumental support for SRL. It presumes at least one participant in an interaction has knowledge or skills that others need to achieve their goals. It reflects a transitional phase whereby learners gradually make SRL their own through, for example, feedback or metacognitive prompts (e.g., How well is that strategy working? What else could you do?”). In classrooms, co-regulators can be adults or peers, but students can also co-regulate adults. They provide information that helps teachers tailor or adjust instruction to better meet their students’ needs. In this way, students support teachers to be self-regulating, too. How can teachers support their students’ SRL? First, design learning experiences to provide opportunities for practising each phase of SRL. Create tasks complex enough to invite SRL but not so beyond students’ skills and abilities that it overwhelms them. Their work should be in what Vygotsky called the zone of proximal development where, with a bit of help, they can succeed. Second, don’t program every last step to the nth degree. Students need opportunities to make meaningful decisions about their learning. Offer choices about what, who, where, when, and how to work on task. Let students control challenges (e.g., often through choices about what, who, where …) and take responsibility for developing skills for checking their work (i.e., involve them in generating evaluation criteria and self-evaluating). Support SRL, for example, by asking metacognitive questions that prompt students to consider their characteristics (e.g., interests and abilities), a task’s conditions (e.g., due date, who is a good collaborator for them) and strategies they can use. Finally, model thinking and problem-solving strategies for them and arrange varied and frequent opportunities for feedback, especially feedback about standards for examining learning strategies and options for strategies. Our colleagues in BC and across Canada are working to promote more research and teaching that focuses on SRL. Visit our website at SRLCanada.ca for more information. Nancy Perry, professor, Dept. of Educational and Counselling Psychology and Special Education, UBC; Philip Winne, professor, Educational Psychology, SFU   References  Winne, P. H., & Perry, N. E. (2000). Measuring self-regulated learning. In M. Boekarts, P. Pintrich, & M. Zeidner (Eds.), Handbook of self-regulation (pp. 532-566). Orlando, FL: Academic Press. Zimmerman, B. J. (2008). Investigating self-regulation and motivation: Historical background, methodological developments, and future prospects. American Educational Research Journal, 45, 166-183.  )
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/11/corporate-advertising-in-public-schools.html?showComment0751353434127248,Staffroom Confidential: Corporate advertising in public schools Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Thursday, November 15, 2012 Corporate advertising in public schools I noticed in the news this week that a debate is taking place in Alberta over the consideration of selling naming rights to companies for school facilities and classrooms. The administration at the Calgary Board claims the funds are necessary to create classrooms that provide hands-on learning in technology education. (http://metronews.ca/news/calgary/428011/trustee-wants-corporate-sponsorship-in-cbe-schools-put-to-public-survey/) Thankfully, the NDP education critic, David Eggan, has opposed this measure - so someone is speaking up to keep corporate ads out of schools. Advertising in schools is extremely problematic on a number of levels. First, schools are public spaces that should serve the public interest, not corporate interests. Additionally, allowing advertising in schools can pervert a school's primary function - teaching and learning. Choices should always be made based on pedagogy, but when free materials or free equipment is offered, school administrators feel pressured, particularly when budgets are slim. Already, schools are full of advertising - on score boards in gymnasiums, on the Coke machines in the hallways, in the resources provided free of change to teachers (such as materials on loans and credit from VISA and videos on puberty from KOTEX). But children and teenagers are such a lucrative market that corporations and businesses want more. Here in BC a crafty entrepreneur has developed "Chatter High". It is a web site where teens answer quiz questions about companies and non-profit institutions and can use points to win prizes. To find the answer, they use a "hint" which tells them how to go to the company web site. So a student might spend ten or twenty minutes searching web sites to find the answers to get the points to win the prizes. Chatter High sells the rights to be on their service to local Victoria businesses. If you go into the Victoria airport, you will see giant billboards advertising to local businesses how they can purchase this service (see photos above). In the schools, daily announcements invite teens to sign on to Chatter High so they don't miss out on the prizes. I signed up for Chatter High, wondering if I would see Camosun College and UVic, but on my first visit the only educational institute was Sprott Shaw College, and the prizes were for local spas. Hardly the kind of thorough and useful information a student might want or need as part of their career development education. In essence, this profit making service is filtering what information is being marketed to students using school property and resources including the announcement system and the computer labs. They are making a business of selling access to students in schools. In an interview with the Saanich News, school Principal Judy Harrison had this to say to defend the use of this commercial product at Spectrum Community School: 'Harrison justifies the inclusion of businesses on the site, most which have no clear connection to education, since they’re merely providing incentives for students, such as gift certificates for gas or ferry travel.“I guess we’re all enticed by prizes,” Harrison said. “The (most) time was spent on answering the questions, so that’s where it was consistent.”' (http://www.saanichnews.com/news/159574585.html) Across North America under funded school systems are facing increasing pressure to use advertising and charity to make up budget shortfalls. But these come with a very serious cost. In Seattle, when the Board proposed selling ads in schools, parents reacted strongly: At a community meeting on the issue, one parent said, "Schools should be all about teaching students to make their own choices, not coercing them to buy things they don't need. Schools should not be selling my child as a consumer to corporations."    Another said, "We need less materialism in this country, not more. To 'teach' children that they 'need' unnecessary commercial products is morally wrong. That this is done on commercial television is bad enough. But to do it in a public school is reprehensible."  (http://www.ibiblio.org/commercialfree/commercialism.html) Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 2:50 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 11 comments: AnonymousNovember 16, 2012 at 2:45 PM An interesting quote on their website from Greater Victoria School District Superintendent. ChatterHigh.com is a resource-filled website that offers learning and an inclusive method of much-needed fundraising. Students are learning and exploring relevant resources for post-secondary education and career information. John Gaiptman Superintendent of Schools, School District 61ReplyDelete AnonymousNovember 19, 2012 at 8:32 PM I am the question provider for Camosun College and I have had nothing but positive feedback from all the teachers, counsellors, students, and parents that I have talked to about Chatter High. These quizes are a way for high school students to gain important information about post-secondary and career opportunities. There are numerous options for students after they graduate from high school, and I know that if I had the option to do a short quiz, which helped me learn about college/university, while also having the chance to win a prize and earn money for my school, I would have started thinking about post-secondary at a much earlier age. In addition to that, I have noticed that the competitions foster school spirit as high schools compete against each other for Camosun's $1250, $750, and $500 cash prizes, which we awarded to Spectrum Community School, Claremont Secondary, and Parkland Secondary last year. It is each high school's decision whether they will participate in Chatter High, but I have found that it is an interactive way for youth to get engaged and excited about pursuing higher education. Kind regardsReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeNovember 20, 2012 at 8:19 AM Well, I think it is a sad commentary if "school spirit" has to come through winning prizes on a commercial web site. What about a collective school activity to do something positive for the world or for children or others suffering from malnutrition or war? Chatter high is selective - only those institutions that purchase the service will be shown to teens, so they are getting a restricted view of their options. Public schools should be telling our children all of their options, not just about the ones who will pay for in-school advertising. This system also teaches children to respond to cash prizes rather than their own curiosity about their futures and interests. Everything about it is wrong, in my opinion.Delete Reply AnonymousNovember 20, 2012 at 8:47 AM I am a teacher in the Lower Mainland who has started using ChatterHigh.com has a quick resource for Planning 10. As you may know, Planning 10 has 4 main organizers: Graduation Program and Graduation Transitions, Finance, Health, and Education and Careers. I find the questions posed on this website do align with learning outcomes and it is a fun, easy, independent way for students to "see what's out there". The points/prize system is a motivator but not the sole reason I use the website on occasion. As with anything, if the students and parents register on ChatterHigh, it is optional.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeNovember 20, 2012 at 9:33 AM How is reading this (just copied from my Chatter High account) part of Planning 10? It is an advertisement. "Value $25 One Tooth Activewear (formerly OTFitwear) proudly offers 80% Canadian made, high quality yoga/run/fitness/dance wear. Womens & mens apparel. We are across from Pagliacci's near Fort & Broad St in downtown Victoria. 1006 Broad St. 250-388-7071" Delete AnonymousNovember 20, 2012 at 9:55 AM It's called a prize description, so people know what they are entering for.Delete Reply AnonymousNovember 20, 2012 at 2:36 PM I have taken a number of the quizzes and found that they are very appropriate for Planning 10, providing information about post-secondary programs. The goal, as I see it, is to expand students' knowledge about what is available to them after graduation, and encourage them to pursue their post-secondary dreams. What the writer has failed to understand is that the "businesses" are simply donating prizes. They are not selling anything to the students. I highly doubt that the students would even take the time to find out more about those businesses. Jane Hayhoe Yale SecondaryReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeNovember 20, 2012 at 2:52 PM Some donate prizes, others purchase the service and submit questions, and many of these are private businesses, such as Sprott Shaw College and BC Turkey Farmers. Some information is useful, some is not. All of it is paid advertising. I don't believe the inclusion of some non-profits makes the rest ok. Here is question 1 and 3 from today's quiz: Question 1/10 Shawn has been producing turkeys since 1992. His farm is one of the largest in BC. How many staff does he have on the farm? 1 man farm 3 man farm 10 man farm 15 man farm Click here for a hint and earn 50 points Question 3/10 Island Sexual Health Society provides free condoms to anyone who needs them. How many steps do we list for proper condom use? Ten Seven Fourteen One Click here for a hint and earn 50 pointsDelete Reply FionaNovember 21, 2012 at 3:24 PM I'm disappointed to be reading this about ChatterHigh. To me, it does not appear that the writer has even taken the time to do their research on ChatterHigh. If you had taken the time to actually do the quizzes, you would know that they take perhaps between 5 - 10 mins. in total to complete. When you click on the hint link, it takes you straight to the page where you will find the answer. Not all questions are post education related, some are about health, jobs etc. There are many options for kids after they graduate from school and not all kids are going to go on to post education. All kids need to know what is available to them out there, regardless of how that information is transmitted. ChatterHigh is just another tool to help students with their decisions once they have graduated. Individual schools will never be able to get all of the necessary info. out to students about life after graduation and I for one, am thankful there are other resources to help them. I am a parent of 2 girls that graduated from Spectrum Community School last June and yes, we won both competitions. It was great to see the whole school come together and support their 2012 graduating class in the hopes of winning this money to put on the school's first Dry Grad Event. To me, this is "School Spirit" and I see no difference if they had come together to do something for the community or for their school. They did it collectively and had fun doing it. Being able to enter draws to win some fabulous prizes was a nice bonus, but if you chose not to enter draws, you didn't have too. For our school, it was about winning the competitions, winning prizes was secondary. Is it really any different than the school using announcements to talk about Camosun College, or UVIC than using it to talk about ChatterHigh? I know a few students who changed their or made up their minds about their career paths because of ChatterHigh. Had it not been for ChatterHigh, who knows where these kids might have ended up. When I was doing the quizzes on a daily basis, I learnt a lot of information that I otherwise knew nothing about. On some of the websites, I would minimize the window to go back to the site later to have a look and learn some more and perhaps pass that information on to my kids. Most of our students did their quizzes at home, not using the school's computers. I'm sure lots of kids log on to their Facebook, email or twitter accounts at school, so why not ChatterHigh? At least they would be learning something useful!! Who are you to decide what information is useful and what is not? Isn't that up to the individual user to decide? Do you know for a fact that ChatterHigh is making a profit? Do you know for a fact that ChatterHigh is Corporate Sponsored Advertising? I strongly suggest that you do your research on ChatterHigh before you berate them for trying to do something good for our high school students. On a final note, Spectrum Community School was so impressed with ChatterHigh and the good that they are doing, that we invited this crafty businessman to be our keynote speaker at our 2012 Graduation Ceremony. Keep up the good work ChatterHigh, you are doing great things for our students!!ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeNovember 21, 2012 at 3:33 PM I agree that students should be aware of options for after graduation...that is why we have Planning 10, Graduationa Transitions, and counselling services. Teachers and school counsellors can collect information in an unbiased manner, that truly does provide students with their full range of options. Chatter High only provides information of the businesses who purchase their services.Delete Reply FionaNovember 21, 2012 at 3:57 PM Planning 10 classes all vary from school to school. Taking planning 10 in Grade 10 or in some cases, kids take it in Grade 11, that is a huge time difference between Grade 10 and Grade 12. Kids just want to get the class over and done with as fast as they can. We are talking high school students here, most who can't wait to be done with school and most who don't seek the services of counsellors or other options available to them. Do teachers and schools have all the information and I do mean all, to pass on to kids? At least with ChatterHigh, they actually had to read in order to answer the questions and learnt at the same time. A lot of the kids at our school would never have been made aware of some of the options available to them had it not been for doing their ChatterHigh quizzes. ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ▼  November (6) Technology in school? How much is too much Corporate advertising in public schools Thoughts on parent advocacy and the Moore decision... Technology in a 21st Century Learning Inc world The slow death of special education Attacks on public education are working...where is... ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=26863,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > April 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 6, April 2012   La vague des EdCamps  Par Steve Roy   La vague des EdCamps (camp pédagogique en français) prend de plus en plus d'ampleur cette année au Canada. En 2011 il y en a eu à Vancouver, à Toronto et à Montréal. Depuis janvier 2012 deux EdCamps ont eu lieu dans le Vancouver métropolitain et plusieurs sont en préparation, dont un en français au mois de mai. Cet enthousiasme envers ce nouveau type de conférence est beaucoup dû au fait que c’est très facile et très peu cher des les organiser et que les enseignants discutent des sujets qui les intéressent. Petite histoire des EdCamps\CampEd   Les CampEd sont appelés en anglais des «un-Conferences», des conférences qui n’en sont pas vraiment, dans le sens qu’il n'y a pas d’atelier organisé à l’avance ni de conférencier vedette (keynote). Les seules choses qui sont planifiées à l’avance sont les grilles horaires et le déroulement de la journée. Le contenu des ateliers est décidé par les participants. Ces ateliers sont plus sur le format d'une conversation ou d'un partage autour d'un sujet que d'une présentation proprement dite car tout le monde est invité à partager et à collaborer. Ce modèle permet de faire en sorte que le vrai développement professionnel se produise non pas dans les couloirs entre les ateliers mais pendant les ateliers. Le site de EdCampMtl (ou CampEd ou camp pédagogique comme ils ont traduit) (http://edcamp.wikispaces.com/edcamp+Montréal) donne cette définition: • Un CampEd, c’est une journée pédagogique “off Broadway”. Les participants du préscolaire, du primaire, du secondaire et des écoles spécialisées s’y présentent le matin, prennent quelques minutes pour discuter, prendre un café et entendre un court mot de bienvenue. Ensuite, chacun est invité à s’inscrire librement à l'un des ateliers proposés. Jusque là, vous savez tous à quoi ça ressemble. La particularité d’un CampEd, c’est que n'importe qui peut proposer un atelier. Sur le champ. Sans avertir. • Vous voulez un exemple? Disons que l’atelier sur le continuum en lecture vous intéresse, vous y allez. Point. Pendant l’atelier, vous pensez que vous aimeriez beaucoup avoir la chance de discuter avec des collègues à propos des jeux de société en mathématique. Eh ben en sortant de l’atelier sur le continuum, vous vous rendez à l’accueil pour faire inscrire un nouvel atelier sur le grand babillard. “Jeux de société en mathématique” est maintenant offert à tous à la prochaine plage horaire disponible. Vos collègues ne cherchent pas des Grands Spécialistes mais plutôt des passionnés, curieux, généreux, ouverts et sympathiques. Comme vous. Un CampEd en français en Colombie-Britannique, pourquoi pas!   Au congrès de l’ACPI à Victoria en novembre 2011 plusieurs éducateurs ont manifesté le désir d’organiser un CampEd pour les éducateurs francophones et francophiles de la province. En janvier dernier, la première rencontre de planification s’est déroulée avec un petit comité lors de l’EdCamp de Port-Coquitlam. La date du camp est le samedi, 12 mai 2012 à l’école secondaire Jules-Verne du CSF à Vancouver. Pour plus d’information, consultez le site internet du CampEdFr à l’adresse suivante: http://campedfr.edublogs.org. Vous pouvez aussi écrire un courriel à l'adresse suivante: campedfr@gmail.com. Pour en savoir plus sur les EdCamps, allez au site suivant: http://edcamp.wikispaces.com.  Steve Roy, tangomanfromqc@yahoo.ca, Enseignant au secondaire à l'école Jules-Verne du CSF (SD 93) à Vancouver   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/contacts.cfm?page=pdchairs&sort=1&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true,BCTF Contacts Home E-mail Lists Links A to Z Index Contact Us Help SITE SEARCH Quick Links BCTF formsBCTF NewsFrançaisLabour linksPensionsTeacher NewsmagazineTeaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Contact Us > PD chairpersons BCTF Professional Development Chairpersons Sorted by local name. Click here for sort by local number. Local Chair School Phone School Fax E-mail Abbotsford District Teachers' Association (34) Brenda Head    604-850-7692  pd34@bctf.ca Alberni District Teachers' Union (701) Stephanie Hopkins  250-723-7522  250-723-7557  pd701@bctf.ca Arrow Lakes Teachers' Association (10) Paula Rogers  250-358-7222  250-358-2533  pd10@bctf.ca Boundary District Teachers' Association (51) Catherine Pankoff  250-442-8275  250-442-5388  pd51@bctf.ca Linda Rawlings-Dolezsar  250-442-5313  250-442-5317  pd51@bctf.ca Bulkley Valley Teachers' Union (54) Kristina Willing  250-847-2231  250-847-2165  pd54@bctf.ca Mary Neto  250-847-2231  250-847-2165  pd54@bctf.ca Burnaby Teachers' Association (41) Alexandra Peters  604-664-7056  604-664-8734  pd41@bctf.ca Barbara Henderson  604-664-8727  604-664-8818  pd41@bctf.ca Patricia Dolton      pd41@bctf.ca Burns Lake District Teachers' Union (55) Lisa Mason  250-698-7301  250-698-7349  pd55@bctf.ca Campbell River District Teachers' Association (72) Adria Anne Gleeson  250-286-0511  250-286-0938  pd72@bctf.ca Cariboo-Chilcotin Teachers' Association (27) Shirley Giroux  250-398-5800  250-398-5206  pd27@bctf.ca Central Coast Teachers' Association (49) Coleen Fraser  250-799-5556  250-799-5757  pd49@bctf.ca Stephen Dishkin  250-982-2355  250-982-2720  pd49@bctf.ca Central Okanagan Teachers' Association (23) Joe Jamison  250-868-1135  250-870-5020  pd23@bctf.ca Chetwynd Teachers' Association (592) Gysbert Ruiter  250-788-2267  250-788-9729  pd592@bctf.ca Chilliwack Teachers' Association (33) Angela Woods  604-823-4408  604-823-2243  pd33@bctf.ca Comox District Teachers' Association (71) Lisa Pedersen-Skene    250-897-0487  pd71@bctf.ca Coquitlam Teachers' Association (43) Michael Galliford  604-464-8581  604-937-8045  pd43@bctf.ca Cowichan District Teachers' Association (65) Naomi Nilsson  250-748-2251  250-746-7849  pd65@bctf.ca Sabina Reska  250-743-6916  250-743-6915  pd65@bctf.ca Cranbrook District Teachers' Association (2) Carol Johns  250-489-4391  250-489-0600  pd02@bctf.ca Colette Grasdal  250-426-5241  250-426-6673  pd02@bctf.ca Creston Valley Teachers' Association (861) Melissa Feragotti  250-428-2051  250-428-2019  pd861@bctf.ca Delta Teachers' Association (37) Fiona Higgs    604-599-1786  pd37@bctf.ca Fernie District Teachers' Association (1) Linda Christenson  250-425-6666  250-425-6661  pd01@bctf.ca Sarah Larsen      pd01@bctf.ca Fort Nelson District Teachers' Association (81) Shirley Kenney  250-774-6941  250-774-6988  pd81@bctf.ca Fraser-Cascade Teachers' Association (78) Kathleen Koopman      pd78@bctf.ca Gold Trail Teachers' Association (74) Elizabeth Griggs  250-256-4274  250-256-4275  pd74@bctf.ca Golden Teachers' Association (18) Margaret Calladine  250-344-6317    pd18@bctf.ca Greater Victoria Teachers' Association (61) Lucinda Graf  250-727-0188  250-727-2079  pd61@bctf.ca Gulf Islands Teachers' Association (64) James Lightfoot  250-653-9223  250-653-2090  pd64@bctf.ca Haida Gwaii Teachers' Association (50) Autum Gates    250-626-3214  pd50@bctf.ca Monika Hausmann    250-626-3214  pd50@bctf.ca Kamloops Thompson Teachers' Association (73) David Comrie    250-377-2257  pd73@bctf.ca Kimberley Teachers' Association (3) Bethany Turcon      pd03@bctf.ca Craig Hillman  250-427-4827  250-427-7106  pd03@bctf.ca Kitimat District Teachers' Association (80) Katherine Johnsen  250-632-6174  888-539-4732  pd80@bctf.ca Michele Sutherland  250-632-2912  888-574-1126  pd80@bctf.ca Kootenay Columbia Teachers' Union (20) John Horcoff      pd20@bctf.ca Kootenay Lake Teachers' Association (862) Dennis Larcombe  250-229-4224  250-353-7434  pd862@bctf.ca Lake Cowichan Teachers' Association (66) Christine Rolls  250-748-0011  250-749-4030  pd66@bctf.ca Langley Teachers' Association (35) Sandy Ho  604-888-3033  604-888-2873  pd35@bctf.ca Mackenzie Teachers' Association (572) Amber Raycraft  250-963-7060  250-963-7381  pd572@bctf.ca Christa Barnes  250-997-6340  250-997-5075  pd572@bctf.ca Karen Chadha  250-997-6340  250-997-5075  pd572@bctf.ca Maple Ridge Teachers' Association (42) Suzanne Hall  604-463-6414  604-466-6265  pd42@bctf.ca McBride-Valemount Teachers' Association (573) Brian Hanson    250-566-4551  pd573@bctf.ca Jennifer L'Arrivee  250-569-2295  250-569-2620  pd573@bctf.ca Julia Howard  250-569-2295  250-569-2620  pd573@bctf.ca Mission Teachers' Union (75) Anna Heavenor  604-820-4587  604-820-9505  pd75@bctf.ca Mount Arrowsmith Teachers' Association (69) Denise Spencer-Dahl  250-248-3296  250-954-1734  pd69@bctf.ca Lesley Rowan  250-752-5651  250-752-8604  pd69@bctf.ca Nanaimo District Teachers' Association (68) Colleen Skipper  250-758-6892  250-758-2373  pd68@bctf.ca Michael Silverton    250-751-8840  pd68@bctf.ca Nechako Teachers' Union (56) Cindy Miller  250-996-7126  250-996-7708  pd56@bctf.ca Shawn Lank  250-699-6233  250-699-7753  pd56@bctf.ca Nelson District Teachers' Association (7) Monica Doyle  250-352-3186  250-352-3183  pd07@bctf.ca Tamara Martin  250-352-5538  250-352-3119  pd07@bctf.ca New Westminster Teachers' Union (40) Romeo Lavrencic  604-517-6316  604-517-6204  pd40@bctf.ca Sandra Lee  604-517-6090  604-517-6091  pd40@bctf.ca Nisga'a Teachers' Union (92) Charity Peal  250-633-2225  250-633-2669  pd92@bctf.ca Samantha Lambright  250-326-4206  250-633-2916  pd92@bctf.ca Sara Beardsell  250-633-2225  250-633-2669  pd92@bctf.ca North Okanagan-Shuswap Teachers' Association (83) Kyla Hadden  250-836-2831  250-836-2664  pd83@bctf.ca North Vancouver Teachers' Association (44) Maria Aiello  604-903-3750  604-903-3751  pd44@bctf.ca Okanagan Skaha Teachers' Union (67) Angela Seppola  250-770-7683  250-492-5981  pd67@bctf.ca Peace River North Teachers' Association (60) Jessica Dmytruk  250-793-9125  250-630-2323  pd60@bctf.ca Peace River South Teachers' Association (591) Angela Connelly    250-782-9604  pd591@bctf.ca Powell River District Teachers' Association (47) Wendy Adams  604-485-5660    pd47@bctf.ca Prince George District Teachers' Association (571) Glen Thielmann  250-562-9525  250-564-4875  pd571@bctf.ca Prince Rupert District Teachers' Union (52) Colleen Pudsey    250-627-1348  pd52@bctf.ca Marla Gamble    250-627-1348  pd52@bctf.ca Raegan Sawka  250-627-1536  250-627-1443  pd52@bctf.ca Princeton District Teachers' Union (17) Gordon Bibby  250-295-3218  250-295-7914  pd17@bctf.ca Mary Bell  250-295-3218  250-295-7914  pd17@bctf.ca Quesnel District Teachers' Association (28) Carlie Borrett  250-991-5566  250-991-5565  pd28@bctf.ca Revelstoke Teachers' Association (19) Stacey Grimm  250-837-2173  250-837-7164  pd19@bctf.ca Richmond Teachers' Association (38) Christian Matheson  604-668-6665  604-668-6569  pd38@bctf.ca Saanich Teachers' Association (63) Holly Mair  250-704-4972  250-479-9870  pd63@bctf.ca Sarah Windle  250-652-9261  250-652-2094  pd63@bctf.ca Sea to Sky Teachers' Association (48) April Lowe  604-898-3688  604-898-4706  pd48@bctf.ca SEPF (93) Alain Paquin  604-437-4849  604-437-9630  pd93@bctf.ca Linda Theriault  250-220-6010  250-220-6014  pd93@bctf.ca Monica Monus    604-214-9881  pd93@bctf.ca Sooke Teachers' Association (62) Brian Hotovy  250-474-1291  250-478-0738  pd62@bctf.ca Kristine Kosolofski  250-478-3232  250-391-9624  pd62@bctf.ca South Okanagan Similkameen Teachers' Union (53) Nicola MacNaughton  250-498-3468  250-498-0339  pd53@bctf.ca Stikine Teachers' Association (87) Alithia Gillies    250-771-4343  pd87@bctf.ca Andre Lagace    250-771-4343  pd87@bctf.ca Sunshine Coast Teachers' Association (46) Patrick McCallum  604-885-3216  604-885-7991  pd46@bctf.ca Surrey Teachers' Association (36) Anne McNamee      pd36@bctf.ca Stephen Anderson      pd36@bctf.ca Terrace District Teachers' Union (881) Karen Andrews  250-635-3115  888-456-3464  pd881@bctf.ca Upper Skeena Teachers (882) Jan Thorburn  250-842-5214  888-503-6959  pd882@bctf.ca Shirley Hobenshield  250-849-5484  888-594-2271  pd882@bctf.ca Vancouver Elementary School Teachers' Association (391) Allison Jambor      pd391@bctf.ca Patricia Gudlaugson      pd391@bctf.ca Vancouver Island North Teachers' Association (85) Sarah Soltau-Heller  250-949-6418  250-949-6485  pd85@bctf.ca Vancouver Island West Teachers' Union (84) Adam Barber    250-761-4234  pd84@bctf.ca Glyn Howell    250-934-6578  pd84@bctf.ca Vancouver Secondary Teachers' Association (392) Mary Filleul    604-713-5076  pd392@bctf.ca Vernon Teachers' Association (22) Robyn Ladner    250-545-7680  pd22@bctf.ca West Vancouver Teachers' Association (45) Rosemary Murray  604-981-1200  604-981-1201  pd45@bctf.ca Shannon Gray  604-981-1130  604-981-1131  pd45@bctf.ca Windermere Teachers' Association (4) Robyn Oliver  250-342-9213  250-342-4499  pd04@bctf.ca About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy Close Window Print Page   BCTF Professional Development Chairpersons Sorted by local name. Click here for sort by local number. Local Chair School Phone School Fax E-mail Abbotsford District Teachers' Association (34) Brenda Head    604-850-7692  pd34@bctf.ca Alberni District Teachers' Union (701) Stephanie Hopkins  250-723-7522  250-723-7557  pd701@bctf.ca Arrow Lakes Teachers' Association (10) Paula Rogers  250-358-7222  250-358-2533  pd10@bctf.ca Boundary District Teachers' Association (51) Catherine Pankoff  250-442-8275  250-442-5388  pd51@bctf.ca Linda Rawlings-Dolezsar  250-442-5313  250-442-5317  pd51@bctf.ca Bulkley Valley Teachers' Union (54) Kristina Willing  250-847-2231  250-847-2165  pd54@bctf.ca Mary Neto  250-847-2231  250-847-2165  pd54@bctf.ca Burnaby Teachers' Association (41) Alexandra Peters  604-664-7056  604-664-8734  pd41@bctf.ca Barbara Henderson  604-664-8727  604-664-8818  pd41@bctf.ca Patricia Dolton      pd41@bctf.ca Burns Lake District Teachers' Union (55) Lisa Mason  250-698-7301  250-698-7349  pd55@bctf.ca Campbell River District Teachers' Association (72) Adria Anne Gleeson  250-286-0511  250-286-0938  pd72@bctf.ca Cariboo-Chilcotin Teachers' Association (27) Shirley Giroux  250-398-5800  250-398-5206  pd27@bctf.ca Central Coast Teachers' Association (49) Coleen Fraser  250-799-5556  250-799-5757  pd49@bctf.ca Stephen Dishkin  250-982-2355  250-982-2720  pd49@bctf.ca Central Okanagan Teachers' Association (23) Joe Jamison  250-868-1135  250-870-5020  pd23@bctf.ca Chetwynd Teachers' Association (592) Gysbert Ruiter  250-788-2267  250-788-9729  pd592@bctf.ca Chilliwack Teachers' Association (33) Angela Woods  604-823-4408  604-823-2243  pd33@bctf.ca Comox District Teachers' Association (71) Lisa Pedersen-Skene    250-897-0487  pd71@bctf.ca Coquitlam Teachers' Association (43) Michael Galliford  604-464-8581  604-937-8045  pd43@bctf.ca Cowichan District Teachers' Association (65) Naomi Nilsson  250-748-2251  250-746-7849  pd65@bctf.ca Sabina Reska  250-743-6916  250-743-6915  pd65@bctf.ca Cranbrook District Teachers' Association (2) Carol Johns  250-489-4391  250-489-0600  pd02@bctf.ca Colette Grasdal  250-426-5241  250-426-6673  pd02@bctf.ca Creston Valley Teachers' Association (861) Melissa Feragotti  250-428-2051  250-428-2019  pd861@bctf.ca Delta Teachers' Association (37) Fiona Higgs    604-599-1786  pd37@bctf.ca Fernie District Teachers' Association (1) Linda Christenson  250-425-6666  250-425-6661  pd01@bctf.ca Sarah Larsen      pd01@bctf.ca Fort Nelson District Teachers' Association (81) Shirley Kenney  250-774-6941  250-774-6988  pd81@bctf.ca Fraser-Cascade Teachers' Association (78) Kathleen Koopman      pd78@bctf.ca Gold Trail Teachers' Association (74) Elizabeth Griggs  250-256-4274  250-256-4275  pd74@bctf.ca Golden Teachers' Association (18) Margaret Calladine  250-344-6317    pd18@bctf.ca Greater Victoria Teachers' Association (61) Lucinda Graf  250-727-0188  250-727-2079  pd61@bctf.ca Gulf Islands Teachers' Association (64) James Lightfoot  250-653-9223  250-653-2090  pd64@bctf.ca Haida Gwaii Teachers' Association (50) Autum Gates    250-626-3214  pd50@bctf.ca Monika Hausmann    250-626-3214  pd50@bctf.ca Kamloops Thompson Teachers' Association (73) David Comrie    250-377-2257  pd73@bctf.ca Kimberley Teachers' Association (3) Bethany Turcon      pd03@bctf.ca Craig Hillman  250-427-4827  250-427-7106  pd03@bctf.ca Kitimat District Teachers' Association (80) Katherine Johnsen  250-632-6174  888-539-4732  pd80@bctf.ca Michele Sutherland  250-632-2912  888-574-1126  pd80@bctf.ca Kootenay Columbia Teachers' Union (20) John Horcoff      pd20@bctf.ca Kootenay Lake Teachers' Association (862) Dennis Larcombe  250-229-4224  250-353-7434  pd862@bctf.ca Lake Cowichan Teachers' Association (66) Christine Rolls  250-748-0011  250-749-4030  pd66@bctf.ca Langley Teachers' Association (35) Sandy Ho  604-888-3033  604-888-2873  pd35@bctf.ca Mackenzie Teachers' Association (572) Amber Raycraft  250-963-7060  250-963-7381  pd572@bctf.ca Christa Barnes  250-997-6340  250-997-5075  pd572@bctf.ca Karen Chadha  250-997-6340  250-997-5075  pd572@bctf.ca Maple Ridge Teachers' Association (42) Suzanne Hall  604-463-6414  604-466-6265  pd42@bctf.ca McBride-Valemount Teachers' Association (573) Brian Hanson    250-566-4551  pd573@bctf.ca Jennifer L'Arrivee  250-569-2295  250-569-2620  pd573@bctf.ca Julia Howard  250-569-2295  250-569-2620  pd573@bctf.ca Mission Teachers' Union (75) Anna Heavenor  604-820-4587  604-820-9505  pd75@bctf.ca Mount Arrowsmith Teachers' Association (69) Denise Spencer-Dahl  250-248-3296  250-954-1734  pd69@bctf.ca Lesley Rowan  250-752-5651  250-752-8604  pd69@bctf.ca Nanaimo District Teachers' Association (68) Colleen Skipper  250-758-6892  250-758-2373  pd68@bctf.ca Michael Silverton    250-751-8840  pd68@bctf.ca Nechako Teachers' Union (56) Cindy Miller  250-996-7126  250-996-7708  pd56@bctf.ca Shawn Lank  250-699-6233  250-699-7753  pd56@bctf.ca Nelson District Teachers' Association (7) Monica Doyle  250-352-3186  250-352-3183  pd07@bctf.ca Tamara Martin  250-352-5538  250-352-3119  pd07@bctf.ca New Westminster Teachers' Union (40) Romeo Lavrencic  604-517-6316  604-517-6204  pd40@bctf.ca Sandra Lee  604-517-6090  604-517-6091  pd40@bctf.ca Nisga'a Teachers' Union (92) Charity Peal  250-633-2225  250-633-2669  pd92@bctf.ca Samantha Lambright  250-326-4206  250-633-2916  pd92@bctf.ca Sara Beardsell  250-633-2225  250-633-2669  pd92@bctf.ca North Okanagan-Shuswap Teachers' Association (83) Kyla Hadden  250-836-2831  250-836-2664  pd83@bctf.ca North Vancouver Teachers' Association (44) Maria Aiello  604-903-3750  604-903-3751  pd44@bctf.ca Okanagan Skaha Teachers' Union (67) Angela Seppola  250-770-7683  250-492-5981  pd67@bctf.ca Peace River North Teachers' Association (60) Jessica Dmytruk  250-793-9125  250-630-2323  pd60@bctf.ca Peace River South Teachers' Association (591) Angela Connelly    250-782-9604  pd591@bctf.ca Powell River District Teachers' Association (47) Wendy Adams  604-485-5660    pd47@bctf.ca Prince George District Teachers' Association (571) Glen Thielmann  250-562-9525  250-564-4875  pd571@bctf.ca Prince Rupert District Teachers' Union (52) Colleen Pudsey    250-627-1348  pd52@bctf.ca Marla Gamble    250-627-1348  pd52@bctf.ca Raegan Sawka  250-627-1536  250-627-1443  pd52@bctf.ca Princeton District Teachers' Union (17) Gordon Bibby  250-295-3218  250-295-7914  pd17@bctf.ca Mary Bell  250-295-3218  250-295-7914  pd17@bctf.ca Quesnel District Teachers' Association (28) Carlie Borrett  250-991-5566  250-991-5565  pd28@bctf.ca Revelstoke Teachers' Association (19) Stacey Grimm  250-837-2173  250-837-7164  pd19@bctf.ca Richmond Teachers' Association (38) Christian Matheson  604-668-6665  604-668-6569  pd38@bctf.ca Saanich Teachers' Association (63) Holly Mair  250-704-4972  250-479-9870  pd63@bctf.ca Sarah Windle  250-652-9261  250-652-2094  pd63@bctf.ca Sea to Sky Teachers' Association (48) April Lowe  604-898-3688  604-898-4706  pd48@bctf.ca SEPF (93) Alain Paquin  604-437-4849  604-437-9630  pd93@bctf.ca Linda Theriault  250-220-6010  250-220-6014  pd93@bctf.ca Monica Monus    604-214-9881  pd93@bctf.ca Sooke Teachers' Association (62) Brian Hotovy  250-474-1291  250-478-0738  pd62@bctf.ca Kristine Kosolofski  250-478-3232  250-391-9624  pd62@bctf.ca South Okanagan Similkameen Teachers' Union (53) Nicola MacNaughton  250-498-3468  250-498-0339  pd53@bctf.ca Stikine Teachers' Association (87) Alithia Gillies    250-771-4343  pd87@bctf.ca Andre Lagace    250-771-4343  pd87@bctf.ca Sunshine Coast Teachers' Association (46) Patrick McCallum  604-885-3216  604-885-7991  pd46@bctf.ca Surrey Teachers' Association (36) Anne McNamee      pd36@bctf.ca Stephen Anderson      pd36@bctf.ca Terrace District Teachers' Union (881) Karen Andrews  250-635-3115  888-456-3464  pd881@bctf.ca Upper Skeena Teachers (882) Jan Thorburn  250-842-5214  888-503-6959  pd882@bctf.ca Shirley Hobenshield  250-849-5484  888-594-2271  pd882@bctf.ca Vancouver Elementary School Teachers' Association (391) Allison Jambor      pd391@bctf.ca Patricia Gudlaugson      pd391@bctf.ca Vancouver Island North Teachers' Association (85) Sarah Soltau-Heller  250-949-6418  250-949-6485  pd85@bctf.ca Vancouver Island West Teachers' Union (84) Adam Barber    250-761-4234  pd84@bctf.ca Glyn Howell    250-934-6578  pd84@bctf.ca Vancouver Secondary Teachers' Association (392) Mary Filleul    604-713-5076  pd392@bctf.ca Vernon Teachers' Association (22) Robyn Ladner    250-545-7680  pd22@bctf.ca West Vancouver Teachers' Association (45) Rosemary Murray  604-981-1200  604-981-1201  pd45@bctf.ca Shannon Gray  604-981-1130  604-981-1131  pd45@bctf.ca Windermere Teachers' Association (4) Robyn Oliver  250-342-9213  250-342-4499  pd04@bctf.ca)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12436,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 19, Number 6, April 2007 Teachers' pension plan Where’s the money? Trustees of the Teachers’ Pension Board of Trustees have a duty to ensure that all investments remain prudent investments in the plan. The board’s Statement of Investment Policies and Procedures outlines the board’s position on investments. As well, the board evaluates fund performance at every board meeting. On December 31, 2006, the total unaudited Teachers’ Pension Plan assets totalled $12.9 billion, with another $2.9 billion earmarked for indexing. Fund earnings for last year, net of investment costs, were 15.1% for the Basic Account and 15.0% for the Inflation Adjustment Account (IAA). Where was the money, and how did it do so well? Where invested % of Fund Return Rate % Short-term bonds 2.8 3.9 Gvt and Corp. bonds 17.0 3.8 Index-linked bonds 4.6 -2.6 Mortgages 3.9 5.1 Canadian equity 16.2 18.2 US equity 17.2 15.2 Foreign equity 21.3 25.9 Real estate 12.4 26.0 Private placements 3.4 n/a Total 100% 15.1% The top 10 equity holdings, as a % of the total equity holdings: Canada % of Cdn Total % of Total Equity Royal Bank of Canada 4.8 1.3 Manulife Financial 4.5 3.8 Suncor Energy Inc 4.2 1.2 Bank of Nova Scotia 4.0 1.2 TD Bank 3.8 1.1 Encana Corporation 3.6 1.0 Bank of Montreal 2.4 0.7 CIBC 2.3 0.7 CN Railway 2.1 0.6 Petro Canada 2.0 0.6 USA % of US Total % of Total Equity General Electric 2.7 0.8 Exxon Mobil Corp 2.5 0.8 Citigroup Inc. 2.2 0.7 Microsoft Corp. 1.9 0.6 Bank of America 1.9 0.6 AT & T Incorporated 1.8 0.5 JP Morgan Chase 1.4 0.4 Proctor & Gamble 1.3 0.4 Altria Group 1.3 0.4 Pfizer Incorporated 1.3 0.4 Non-North American Equity % of NNA Total % of Total Equity Total 1.7 0.7 Royal Dutch Shell 1.4 0.6 HSBC Holdings 1.2 0.5 BP PLC 1.2 0.5 ENI 1.1 0.4 Vodafone Group 1.1 0.4 Roche Holdings Ag 1.1 0.4 Nestle SA 1.0 0.4 Novartis AG 1.0 0.4 Toyota Motor Corp. 1.0 0.4 The estimated $16 billion in the Plan’s Basic and Inflation Adjustment Accounts is a lot of money, but it is spread around various asset classes and among various opportunities within each asset class such that the total pension fund is not over-exposed to any one bond, stock, or other form of asset-property. Tax deducting the cost of purchase of service For information about reinstatement of service and the tax implications, go to www.bctf.ca/SalaryAndBenefits.aspx?ed=4790, click on Pensions, then click on Tax deducting purchase of service. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/cbcnewsbc/status/519122970292523008,CBC British Columbia on Twitter: "GO PUBLIC: Pharmacists miss drug warnings, leading to mom's 'horrible' death http://t.co/vU0pVM1GHm http://t.co/TcntWxH7xP" টুইটার অনুসন্ধান অনুসন্ধান টুইটার খুঁজুন সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ ভাষা : বাংলা. हिन्दी Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন টুইটার-এ নতুন ? আজই যোগদান করুন » সাইন ইন করুন ফোন, ইমেল বা ব্যবহারকারীর নাম পাসওয়ার্ড সাইন ইন আমাকে মনে রাখুন পাসওয়ার্ড ভুলে গেছেন? ইতিমধ্যে আপনি কি টেক্সট বার্তার মাধ্যমে টুইটার ব্যবহার করছেন? অনুসরণ অনুসরণ করা কর্মসমূহ:অনুসরণ না করা অবরুদ্ধ অবরোধ মুক্ত মুলতুবি বাতিল CBC British Columbiaযাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট ‏ @cbcnewsbc ৯ ঘন্টা GO PUBLIC: Pharmacists miss drug warnings, leading to mom's 'horrible' death http://bit.ly/1s4gne7  pic.twitter.com/TcntWxH7xP প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট পুনঃটুইটগুলি ২ প্রিয়১ ৬:৫২ পূর্বাহ্ণ - ৬ অক্টোবর, ২০১৪ Gracie Ackerman ‏ @goddessofsacred ৯ ঘন্টা @cbcnewsbc this happened because of the attitude of the Canadian health care system and the Gov that runs it সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Gracie Ackerman ‏ @goddessofsacred ৯ ঘন্টা @cbcnewsbc you have no idea of the stories I have heard if Drs and pharm missing things because the system it's self is overloaded সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Gracie Ackerman ‏ @goddessofsacred ৯ ঘন্টা @cbcnewsbc because the Canadian med system is overloaded professionals use it as an excuse to be careless and arrogant with people সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট subtle dawn ‏ @subtledawn ৮ ঘন্টা @cbcnewsbc my dr. tried to give me a drug that had contraindication for those with history of seizure in family which I do সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট subtle dawn ‏ @subtledawn ৮ ঘন্টা @cbcnewsbc good thing I read the info about the drug since the doctor never asks about any history of seizures or warned me of it. সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Anne ‏ @pozzeezammoo ৭ ঘন্টা @cbcnewsbc Just "turn off" alarm n "kill"patient. 1 UNIFORM Computer System w/explain for ignoring alarm. Hope it cost All of them Millions সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট CBC British Columbia থেকে কোন আপডেট মিস্ করবেন না © 2014 টুইটার সম্বন্ধে সহায়তা বিজ্ঞপ্তি তথ্য বন্ধ মিডিয়াটিকে চিহ্নিত করুন এটি ইতিমধ্যে সংবেদনশীল কন্টেন্ট ধারণকারী হিসাবে চিহ্নিত হয়েছে। পতাকা তুলুন এটি সম্ভাব্যরূপে অবৈধ বিষয়বস্তুর ধারণকারী হিসেবে। সমর্পণ করা বাতিল মিডিয়াকে চিহ্নিত করা সম্পর্কে আরো জানুন খারিজ বন্ধ পূর্ববর্তী পরবর্তী বন্ধ একজন ব্যক্তির প্রোফাইলে যান সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ বন্ধ আপনার অনুসরণকারীদের এই পুনঃটুইটটি পাঠাবেন? বাতিল পুনঃটুইট বন্ধ আপনি কি নিশ্চিত যে এই টুইট মুছে দিতে চান? বাতিল মুছে ফেলুন বন্ধ রোধ করন বাতিল রোধ করন আপনার টুইটসমুহে একটি অবস্থান যুক্ত করুন যখন একটি অবস্থানের সঙ্গে আপনার টুইট করেন, টুইটার সেই অবস্থান সংরক্ষণ করে। প্রত্যেক টুইটের আগে আপনি আপনার অবস্থান চালু / বন্ধ করতে পারেন, এবং যে কোনও সময় আপনি আপনার অবস্থানের ইতিহাস মুছে ফেলতে পারেন। আরো জানুন অবস্থান চালু করুন এখন নয় স্থান বন্ধ করুন বন্ধ প্রোফাইল সারসংক্ষেপ বন্ধ আপনার তালিকাসমূহ বন্ধ একটি নতুন তালিকা তৈরি করুন নাম তালিকা বিবরণ 100 অক্ষরের কম, ঐচ্ছিক তালিকাসমূহ:গোপনীয়তা সাধারণ · যে কেউ এই তালিকা অনুসরণ করতে পারেন ব্যক্তিগত · শুধুমাত্র আপনিই এই তালিকায় প্রবেশ করতে পারবেন তালিকা সংরক্ষণ করুন বন্ধ বন্ধ এই টুইট স্থাপিত কর আপনার নীচের ওয়েবসাইটে কোডটি অনুলিপি দ্বারা এই টুইট যোগ করুন * আরও জানুন হুম, সার্ভারে পৌঁছনোর একটি সমস্যা ছিল। পরে আবার চেষ্টা করবেন? প্রকৃত টুইট অন্তর্ভুক্ত করুন অন্তর্ভুক্ত মিডিয়া প্রাকদর্শন বন্ধ টুইটারে নিবন্ধন করুন টুইটারে নেই? নিবন্ধন করুন, আপনির পছন্দের বিষয়গুলির সাথে যুক্ত হন, এবং তাদের বিষয়ে হালনাগাদ পান। একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন » বন্ধ দুটি উপায় (প্রেরণ এবং গ্রহণ) শর্ট কোড: দেশ কোড গ্রাহকদের জন্য মার্কিন যুক্তরাষ্ট্র 40404 (যে কোন) কানাডা 21212 (যে কোন) যুক্তরাজ্য 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM হাইতি 40404 Digicel, Voila আয়ারল্যান্ড 51210 Vodafone, O2 ভারত 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance ইন্দোনেশিয়া 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » অন্য দেশসমুহের এসএসএস সংক্ষিপ্ত কোড দেখুন বন্ধ নিশ্চিতকরণ)
(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/05/excerpt-from-our-times-article.html,Staffroom Confidential: Excerpt from Our Times article Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Monday, May 28, 2012 Excerpt from Our Times article Today's post is something a little different...an exerpt from an article I wrote for this month's issue of Our Times magazine. THE PRIVATIZATION OF PUBLIC EDUCATION Only in America or coming to a school near you? By Tara Ehrcke “The Shocking State of Our Schools” was the title of the Oprah Winfrey show September 20, 2010. Even if you aren’t a parent or a teacher, the issue of “education reform” in the U.S. likely crossed your path sometime in the last few years. You might have seen the documentary Waiting for Superman, which blames teachers’ unions for wrecking the American public education system and trumpets the concept of the charter school, a private system that runs on public money. Perhaps you read an article promoting merit pay for teachers. Or you might have watched more than 100,000 demonstrators in Madison, Wisconsin, take on the newly minted and aggressive Republican governor Scott Walker, for his attack on teachers’ bargaining rights. It is almost impossible, these days, not to come across someone blaming teachers and teacher unions, on both sides of the border, for education’s woes, and promoting the necessity for education “reform.” Practically every mainstream media message is the same: Our schools are failing, and teachers are to blame: bad teachers, greedy teachers, teacher unions, teacher seniority. The U.S. education reform movement is, at its heart, a platform to advance an agenda of privatization, market-based reforms, and attacks on unions. It is promoted by some very visible (and very wealthy) Americans who have no expertise in either education or education policy. It has become legitimate to chime in on the debate with no credentials and no expertise. It is a darling of both the Republicans and the Democrats. The movement dates back to 1992, when the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) first developed standardized tests to rank schools internationally. By the late 1990s, individual OECD member states, Canada and the U.S. included, were copying this formula and instituting their own testing, often on an annual basis. They use the data to rank schools and this ranking provides evidence of failing schools. The false crisis of “school failure” drives privatization under the guise of school reform. In the U.S., such reforms were enshrined in law through George W. Bush’s No Child Left Behind Act in 2001. The Act mandates both standardized tests and draconian responses for schools that fail these tests, such as firing the staff or closing the school. It has been reinforced by President Obama’s Race to the Top program, which ties Federal funding to school and teacher assessment based on student test scores. EDUCATION’S SHOCK DOCTRINE These reform measures are the result of public education’s very own shock doctrine strategy, with free-market policies pushed in response to a manufactured crisis. As writer Naomi Klein describes in her book, The Shock Doctrine: The Rise of Disaster Capitalism, this is a neo-liberal program designed to dismantle and privatize public services. The shock strategy works like this: 1) Mandate testing of every student at every school. 2) Underfund public schools. 3) Set unrealistic expectations as benchmarks for “success.” 4) Declare a crisis based on test score results. 5) Blame the schools, the teachers and the teachers’ unions for the failure. 6) Introduce market reforms to “fix” the problem. It is actually quite difficult to promote this set of ideas – even with an army of think-tanks and private lobby groups and a few billion dollars. Most Canadian, and American, parents understand that school is more than standardized test scores, and many believe that the tests do nothing to improve their own child’s education. They also tend to like and trust their children’s teachers and schools, certainly more than they trust a bureaucrat or politician. So, it takes a lot of organized ideological interference to turn parents against their child’s teacher and against their neighbourhood school. Read more! in this month's copy of Our Times magazine (you will have to actually go to a news stand and buy one, but it is an excellent investment with many other excellect articles). See the table of contents here:  http://ourtimes.ca/Latest/article_65.php Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 3:50 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 1 comment: Damian BathoryDecember 9, 2012 at 6:11 PM For a country that's supposed to be one of the best in the world, it's surprising how far the education system has fallen. I'm honestly wondering when the government will wake up, smell the coffee, and maybe start up good reading programs for kids to get the reform ball rolling.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ▼  May (6) Cowichan Trustees take courageous stand Excerpt from Our Times article Education reform and the folly of school choice Specialist teachers speak out about Bill 22 BC's adult education program victim of "choice" Teacher morale and the role of Principals ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7372,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 5, March 2006 Refocusing PD through inquiry Charlie Naylor The paper and references listed here can be accessed on the BCTF web site, bctf.ca. "A teacher union’s collaborative research agenda and strategies: One way forward for Canadian teacher unions in supporting teachers’ Professional Development?" (Charlie Naylor, BCTF Research) bctf.ca/ResearchReports/2005tr01. This paper reviews some of the current literature on professional development, including Hargreaves’s (2000) four stages of professionalism, Randi & Zeichner’s (2004) stress on collaborative professional development epitomized by teacher research, networks, and study groups, and a critique of the increasingly prescriptive, professional learning communities by Dufour et al (2005). Other sections of the paper consider: Teacher union-PD connection (Leithwood 2004, Bascia 2000) Networking for the schools of the future (OECD 2001, 2003) Networks and strategic alliances in business (Wallace 2004, Linden 2003) The paper’s key argument is that the BCTF can build support for teachers’ professional development through teacher inquiry as a union-led approach that fits within current and cutting-edge literature in PD and collaboration. Three examples of BCTF research collaborations with universities, school districts, and community organizations are provided: A federally funded research project with several universities and school districts in two Canadian provinces. Research project title: "From Literacy to Multiliteracies: Designing knowledge frameworks for the new economy."  A collaborative project in three BC school districts—"Teaching to Diversity," with a focus on web-based information for teachers, and as a place for the publication of teachers’ writing on diversity issues and practices.  Teacher-union collaboration with community organizations with a focus on inclusive education, and subsequent union participation in a "National Summit on Inclusive Education." Eight recommendations are made and explored: • Teacher unions need to be aware of shifting societal, schooling, and professional contexts, and should be ready to adapt to meet changing professional needs of teachers. • Accessing the literature on professional development allows for a reasoned case to be made for teacher unions’ promotion of specific types of professional development. • Teacher union capacity and credibility is enhanced by internal collaboration and by collaboration with external agencies. • Teacher unions might develop their own forms of learning communities, which might offer an alternative to prescriptive and directive frameworks for professional development. • Teacher unions should learn about collaboration from sources other than just the education literature. • Documentation of our experience and analysis of the literature allows teacher unions to share learning with teachers and with actual or potential collaborators/partners. • Teacher unions should develop cohorts of union-sponsored leaders who can promote, support, and write about present union-led professional development. • Teacher unions and their partners should consider how collaborating supports student learning and teachers’ work, and might potentially reduce conflict in education systems. Some BC teachers are involved in union-initiated inquiry through the BCTF’s Research Division projects, or through the BCTF’s Program for Quality Teaching (PQT). But the scale is small, with BCTF funding in decline and at critically low levels. These small-scale efforts may not survive in the BCTF unless a case for union-led teacher inquiry is made, which this paper aims to do. Teacher inquiry is a highly appropriate focus for a teacher union wanting to support teacher-directed, collegial professional development. It just needs more attention and resources from the BCTF to make it happen. Learning from the literature, developing collaborations, improving training for cohorts of teacher research leaders, and building on BC’s strong base of teacher knowledge could help to make union-sponsored teacher inquiry an effective and powerful form of professional development. BCTF inquiry projects could be linked to specific subject areas, social-justice issues, or issues important to all teachers, such as assessment or inclusion. They could explore elementary, middle, or secondary schooling practices and issues. PSAs might be involved as sponsors or co-ordinators of inquiry groups. Local PD chairs might play a facilitative role to encourage teacher inquiry in districts. Expanded facilitation of teacher inquiry groups and facilitator networks could be supported by the BCTF, as might dissemination through publishing and conferences. Some of these ideas have been piloted by BCTF Research and have proved successful but they need a wider application to become systemic within the union and the province. – Charlie Naylor, BCTF Research Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/issues/research.aspx?id=5802&printPage=true,BCTF > Case Study: School A Elementary, Coquitlam, B.C.  	Untitled Page  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Issues in Education > Inclusive Education > Research Project Case Study: “School A” Elementary Coquitlam, B.C. by Debbie Burchill Spring 2003 The school and its neighborhood “School A” is one of the largest elementary schools in the Coquitlam school district and serves a diverse community of families. Being a dual track school which offers the Early Immersion French Program, its students arrive into the classrooms with a great variety of family experiences and from differing neighborhoods. Last year the school enrolled over 500 students. This year total school population hovers around 480 children from Kindergarten through Grade 5, with fluctuations week by week. This school is experiencing the current trend throughout the district of a small decline in enrolment. The surrounding community has a great deal of low-cost housing and rental accommodation, which creates some transience in its school population. Being located two blocks away from the largest shopping center and commercial district in the city, its central location offers easy walking access to goods and services for families. This has helped to foster a densely populated residential area, which in turn has created such a large elementary school. School demographics The school student population of 479 includes a wide range of learners. ESL and Special Education enrolments for 2002–03 are shown below: Designated ESL students   130 International students 2 (plus 8 more after the Christmas break) Students with Special Needs: 35 A-Physically Dependent 3 D-Chronic Health Impairment 5 F-Hard of Hearing 3 G-Autistic 2 P-Gifted 8 Q-Learning Disability 13 R-Moderate Behaviour 1 With over 26% of its student population designated ESL students, and 7% of its students designated as having special needs, a total of one-third of the students fall into one of these two categories. The slight drop in ESL student population is attributable to the slight decline in total school population. Together with the somewhat transient neighbourhood, with relatively low socio-economic status, the student population is both diverse and challenging. Little change in this situation has taken place over the years, with the exception of International Students now enrolling in local schools as space permits. While this school has many Special Needs students, this report will focus on the service delivery to ESL students, its challenges and successes, as it seeks to address the inner diversity within walls of the school. Cultural and socio-economic diversity This mixture of learning needs is further enriched with a cultural diversity that includes 24 different first languages spoken in the students’ homes: Armenian   Kurdish   Malay   Spanish African (3 languages) Hindi Persian Tagalog Cantonese Hungarian Punjabi Urdu Croatian Japanese Polish Vietnamese Chinese Filipino Romanian Korean Mandarin Russian While there are 24 languages spoken by students in the school, the dominant ethnic groups in the student population are Korean, Chinese, and Mandarin. With 127 students at the school for whom a language other than English is their parents’ first language, this creates a challenge for communication between parents and the school. Because of the affordable housing in the area, School A draws students from many new immigrant families, for whom this school is their first experience with western style and philosophy of education. Some of these families have come from war-torn countries in the Middle East and Eastern Europe where the children have had little or no formal education while they were in refugee camps. The families’ struggle to survive and get re-established in Canada creates a financial and emotional hardship on them, which impacts on their child’s learning ability. While some students came from war-torn countries, others have experienced less-traumatic transitions, and their families have largely emigrated to Canada for economic reasons. These students are predominantly from China and Korea. Also within the student population are students from a much higher socio-economic level — from families who have enrolled their children in French Immersion. These families tend to come from outside the surrounding neighborhood, and are generally more affluent. In some ways, therefore, there really are two schools within the one structure, one French Immersion and the other a regular neighbourhood school. This report focuses exclusively on the latter of these two, the non-French Immersion neighbourhood elementary school. Another group of children comes from families who are struggling to make ends meet. Many are attempting to find work, or find a higher-paying job. Many of them work very long hours and are challenged to balance the financial and emotional needs of their families. Even with these personal challenges within their families, many of them still volunteer their time to the school’s Parent Advisory Council (PAC). Middle-class families are also evident at this school. It is from this group that the rest of the Parent Advisory Council recruits their volunteers. There is evidence of considerable sensitivity and dedication that enables such a diverse school community to work together and to take into account the varying needs of the range of families that create the school community. Trips to the Food Bank, Christmas hampers of food, and donations of quality used clothing are some of the volunteer activities the school community provides when hardship strikes. With a goal to increase a sense of community spirit, each year the PAC sponsors a dinner and dance that parents and teachers eagerly attend and dance, eat, and laugh together. This is a adult-only event that builds bridges between parents and staff. Staffing Because of the school’s size it has a large staff for an elementary school in Coquitlam. 2001–02   2002–03 FTE educators 29.6 28.2 Although staffing FTE numbers have declined, it is important to note a 0.6 increase in Student Services staffing during the 2002–03 year. With a change in leadership at the administrative level, and being sensitive to the needs of the students, the new principal allocated more time to this program than in previous years. It is doubtful that this increase will be able to be maintained in the upcoming year, as below-the-line staffing is vulnerable to cutbacks. The District made cutbacks to most Teaching Assistant positions throughout the district and this school was not immune. A 20% reduction in TAs this year put more clerical chores onto the teachers’ ever-increasing load of responsibilities. Class size and class composition This is the area where teachers feel the most dramatic difference between this year and last year. It is no coincidence that this shift is felt during the first year of the government of B.C. removing the class size and composition limits from the teachers’ contract. Last year, allowing only three students with a special need or Level 1 ESL into each class protected the students’ class sizes. This year that limit was removed and this school has many classes which the composition has severely impacted the learning environment. The following chart shows how many classes have compositions which under the previous contract language would not have been allowed. There are currently 20 divisions of students. The chart illustrates why these seven classes would be in violation of the old contract language. The other 13 classes, which are not listed, have maintained compositions within the previous contractual guidelines.   Special Needs Level 1 ESL SWSN & ESL Total Class Total Grade 4/5 3 5 8 — over by 5 30 Grade 4/5 4 3 7 — over by 4 30 Grade 4/5 3 3 at max. 29 Grade 4/5 2 2 4 — over by 1 30 Grade 4/5 3 1 4 — over by 1 28 Grade 2/3 1 2 3 — at max 24 Grade 3 1 5 6 — over by 3 24 These figures indicate that 7/20 divisions equals 35% of the school’s classes being in violation of the now non-existing contract language. This added stress in the classrooms cannot promote quality education for children. In the first year of contract language removal, this school already has seven classes in which teacher availability to meet students’ needs is compromised. Last year, classes with more than three students with special needs or beginning ESL were not allowed and would never have been created. Also, last year those classes which had reached their maximum for students with special needs and beginning ESL would have had their class size reduced by two students. This resulted in all Grade 4/5 classes at or exceeding the limit of three special needs and Level 1 ESL students enrolling only 28 children, not 30. In Grade 3 and lower, the class sizes would be reduced from 25 to 23. This was in recognition of the extra time and effort it takes to teach and prepare these special kinds of lessons and materials needed for the students to be successful. Teacher perspectives Classroom teachers In meeting with the teachers of these classes and talking about how their ability to do their job has been affected, all of them expressed concern about their ability to maintain the quality of their teaching if class compositions continue like this current year. Most of them were experiencing a lack of satisfaction at the end of the school day, knowing they didn’t have the time to give the amount of individual help they used to because so many of their students now require more attention from them. One Intermediate teacher stated: “With so many more needy children in my class this year, as compared to last year, I do not have time to do as much after-school coaching as I have in the past. I need that extra time after the students go home to prepare and change tomorrow’s lessons for all my ESL kids and the Learning Disabled kids. If I didn’t, those children would not be able to cope. I can’t burn the candle at both ends, so I have cut way back on my coaching.” Many of the teachers at School A felt they had not made the progress with their students they had hoped to make, and that this lack of progress was directly related to the class composition in their classroom this year. I spoke with a Primary teacher with a particularly challenging group this year. In this class there are: 1 Low Incidence Special Needs student, wheelchair bound with a full time SEA, 1 student designated Moderate Behaviour, 2 students who will carry the designation of Moderate Behaviour next year, 4 ESL students, 1 student who changed mid-year out of French Immersion and has had no English instruction, and 1 student in Reading Recovery. She made this comment: “This has definitely been the hardest class I have ever taught. I feel I did not make the progress with some that I wanted to because so much of my curriculum instruction time had to be devoted to social skills training. The time spent just managing their diverse behaviors and debriefing from playground incidents at recess and lunch certainly detracted from my time to teach the curriculum. I could not sign up for track practices at lunch because I was so busy dealing with inappropriate lunch-time behaviors, I just ran out of time. But I did the best I could.” The teacher also went on with a surprising comment. “I feel that even though it was a very difficult year that left me totally exhausted at the end of the day, and even though I felt I did not have the patience I would have liked to have had all the time, I do feel that I learned more about how to be a better teacher this year. The students forced me into areas I needed to learn more about, like a variety of behaviour management techniques, and the effect of student seating and furniture placement on behaviours. I feel these students enriched me has a teacher, but even though I appreciated all the help I got from all the Student Services people, I hope I do not have too many more classes like this!” The reality is that with the removal of class composition limits from the contract, classes like this one will be become more frequent. One of the Intermediate teachers has a class that contains 4 Learning Disabled students, 2 gifted students, 2 ESL students, and 4 students well below grade level expectations who have not been designated into any Ministry-acceptable category. Her comments are as follows: “I have noticed a huge difference in the decrease of learning support services for my students this year as compared to last year. I have so many more students who need extra help and the Resource Teacher just didn’t have enough time to give them. A lot more of the work about their modifications and arranging their IEP meetings with their parents fell onto my shoulders, in the past it had been done by the resource teachers. The slow rate of learning by my class as a whole meant it took me far more teaching time to get the students to a level where they could go on to the next skill. This lessened the amount of the curriculum I could cover throughout the year. I had to spend so much time helping the students who could not get enough learning assistance from the Resource Teacher that I was unable to provide enough enrichment to those students who needed it. I had way less energy for extra-curricular activities for the students, and even had way less energy for my own personal hobbies and interests. The days exhausted me so much that by the time I got home I was beat. I felt more stress and guilt this year as I always knew there was more that needed doing, but I got too tired to do it. I spent significantly more time at home completing marking, preparing lessons, and modifying work than I ever had to do.” Specialist support teachers Although specialist teacher support is available, it is not able to accommodate the many students who could benefit from it, due to the sheer numbers and levels of needy children. As the children who are slow to learn or learning disabled go up through the grades, the degree of disparity between them and their peers increases. By the time they get to the intermediate years, a great deal of modification and adaptation is needed for many of their subjects, but the Resource Teacher can not keep up with the demand. It then falls upon the classroom teachers to create the necessary changes for each of their needy students when the Resource Teacher cannot. Some students have borderline cognitive abilities, and in an ideal world would benefit from a great deal of individual support, but it is not available in this present system. As a result, the specialist teachers feel a huge burden to provide more service to the increasing numbers of students who need it, but with less time for each individual. Most students with special needs are still able to access some support. Fortunately, the Principal was able to allocate more resources this year than last year, because the Vice Principal’s teaching time was given to Student Services rather than a classroom assignment as it had been in the past. The staff is appreciative of the extra time, but the time is spread out very thinly to many students, thus lessening its effectiveness. The teachers felt the Level 1 ESL students were better able to access support than were the Learning Assistance students, because there is more staffing allocated to that department within the school (2.0 vs. 0.4 VP time). The ESL teachers were able to take large groups of up to 16, which enabled them to disperse their instruction to many children. Those Level 1 ESL students and International students were able to go to the ESL room for instruction twice a day for a total of 80 minutes a day. This greatly enhanced their ability to learn enough English quickly so that they could cope and understand more of the classroom directions within a few months. The Student Services personnel were not able to direct that much time to the Learning Assistance students, because the different nature of each child’s disability did not lend itself to large group teaching. The Learning Assistance students often had extra 40-minute learning blocks one to three times per week. The classroom teachers felt the difference between the LA and ESL students’ service delivery and they could easily notice the difference in the student’s learning rates. This may be a function of the amount of extra teaching time given to the ESL students or it could be a function of the inherent nature of struggling Learning Assistance students. Another area all School A teachers commented on was the time it took to arrange meetings, and to actually meet with support staff (Specialist teachers and SEAs) to plan and review each student’s progress. Although they were all very willing to attend these meetings, teachers reported it was increasingly difficult to arrange and match timetables for meetings, and to actually meet this school year, although it had become somewhat difficult in past years. The reason is that all staff at the school are much busier this year because of reduced staffing and more complicated class compositions, so there tends to be less time for the collaborative planning which is so important for good inclusive practices. What has made it work this year is the Administrative support in allocating five release days, spread throughout the school year, for coverage to release the classroom teachers to plan with the ESL teachers. A shared philosophy My conversations with and observation of the teachers in School A made me wonder how they are able to sustain themselves over this difficult year. The following seem to be a part of their philosophy which appears shared and sustaining of teachers in the school: They each share a common philosophy that enables them to focus on the “whole child”. By fostering the growth and development of the whole child, these teachers build compassion as well as their professional dedication to education. By honoring the spirit of a child’s journey into learning, the teachers have an explicit focus on student learning, and how this learning can be nourished and developed by the teacher. They reach out to communicate with the children’s parents to create a community that sustains students’ academic and social growth. Even though they leave at the end of the day knowing the job is not yet complete, they return the next day full of hope for their students. But a major question in this school is whether the current levels of work and effort by teachers are sustainable in the long term. This is a very capable, dedicated, and experienced staff, but they are severely challenged this year to meet all students’ needs. I would argue that the major changes introduced this year, especially class size and composition, as well as the lack of time for collaborative planning, are making the work of teachers much more difficult. While they are managing this year, they cannot continue at this level for very much longer. ESL Support An interview with the senior ESL teacher reveals that she has a high level of experience and training in ESL, but also that the ESL team includes teachers new to ESL, but not to teaching. One teacher (the Vice Principal) was assigned to take over for the third ESL teacher who went on a leave of absence for a year. The fourth and newest teacher was hired to service the International students who joined the school mid-year. Having taught in Coquitlam for over 20 years, the senior teacher brings a range of teaching experiences into her last nine years as an ESL teacher. Trained in Linguistics at SFU, she is well prepared for this job. She heads up a group of ESL teachers comprising 2.8 FTE in total; one other full-time teacher with whom she team teaches, and two other 0.4 teachers who are new to the position. Together they service 127 ESL students through direct and indirect programming. The interview also revealed a fascinating service-delivery program, details of which are shown below. At this school, all students are integrated into regular classrooms. The ESL students who need further support are pulled out (some get daily pull-out while others get three times a week pull-out), to receive specialized instruction to promote English development. They then return to their regular classes. The ESL teachers consult with the classroom teachers throughout the week, but they have limited time to provide adapted or modified materials. The two full-time ESL teachers share a very small room, more like a large office, which is lined wall-to-wall and floor to ceiling with resources, books, and teaching supplies. This room is both an ESL Resource Room, and a teaching space, but is quite inadequate. In the middle of the room are two round tables at which their students gather for their seatwork. There is a small floor space in front of a blackboard for group lessons into which the students pack themselves shoulder to shoulder to fit. Amidst this sardine-like atmosphere, these two teachers team-teach their lessons to large groups of 12–16 students and every 40 minutes a new grouping arrives eager and full of enthusiasm to tackle each day’s activities. The day I observed, the students were involved in learning new words for the winter season. After looking at pictures of skiers, snowboarders, and mittens, all 16 beginning ESL students was engaged in creating an art project depicting a snow scene. The sense of excitement each student felt was palpable was they completed their pipe-cleaner figure dressed for winter to add to the groups’ art project. With two teachers in the small room at all times, one is instructing and focused on the lesson content while the other is focused on redirecting individual’s attention and correcting inappropriate behavior. It is not unusual that a parent, support teacher, or classroom teacher arrives seeking some form of information. This team approach allows the lesson to continue uninterrupted while meeting everyone’s needs and providing information when requested by other staff or parents. These two teachers have evolved over time to create this teaching and learning environment as an outgrowth of professional development. Rather than spend hours after school informing each other of Professional Development workshops they attended, the two teachers decided to model the new techniques for each other, which led to a team teaching approach that they formally adopted. As one became aware of a new idea for teaching, and wanting to share with others, demonstrations of new techniques and styles led to this permanent arrangement. It allows them to give more service, more often, to more students, while at the same time offering mutual support and collegiality to each other without having to split all the teaching resources into separate rooms. What makes this arrangement work so well is a good blend of personalities within the team and a shared division of labour. Each day they switch their duties so they alternate which child they focus on. With two tables in the room that seat 6–8 students each, one table will be focused on a phonics lesson while the other table is working on another skill. They next day, the two teachers switch table assignments and students. This broadens the children’s exposure to teaching styles and strengths. This allows both of them to be well versed to each child’s needs and developments. They are both able to speak knowledgeably to the parents about each child. They reserve time in their weekly schedule for joint prep time in which they consult with each other to collaborate on the myriad details upon which they must stay abreast in order to continue this success. During this time, and the endless hours after the students are dismissed, they co-write all reports and paperwork. Time to collaborate with the classroom teacher for so many students is often squeezed in at recess and lunch times, despite the best of intentions by the Principal to provide the five days of release time for the majority of the paperwork. The other ESL teachers are part-time and work in different spaces. The Vice Principal, new to ESL work, is frequently seen in the Kindergarten room assisting the many ESL students to improve their English while immersed in the Kindergarten activities. The other ESL teacher arrived in late January, funded by the 10 International students who arrived after the Christmas break. With space at a premium at this school, he is often found working with ESL students in a vacant Kindergarten room, or empty Parent Advisory Committee room. Areas of increasing concern Throughout my interview with this teacher, five key areas of concern were repeated. When asked if there were any noticeable changes to her job in the past year or so she quickly itemized the following: Paperwork The increase in ESL paperwork coupled with the high enrolment of ESL students at this school (127) has resulted in an unprecedented amount of time spent on paperwork requirements. The Ministry of Education mandates every student receive the formal written reports and two informal reports each year. For ESL students, this must also include a status report on their progress. These progress reports are called Annual Instruction Plans (AIPs). These AIPs are created for each student and outline individual goals, service delivery to achieve those goals, and the current status of evaluating their learning. Matrices are also required two times per year for each student. These are on chart-like documents on which all levels of ESL development are itemized. In co-operation with the classroom teacher, the ESL teacher chooses statements that apply to each child and highlights them for easy visibility. These are completed at the beginning and end of each year. The following is the annually required list of paperwork for School A’s 127 ESL students. Direct-service students (85) 2 matrices X 10 minutes each 1 = 20 minutes 5 Annual Instruction Plans X 10 minutes each = 50 minutes 2 Informal Reports X 5 minutes each = 10 minutes 3 Formal Report Cards X 40 minutes each = 120 minutes      Total per student = 3 hours 20 minutes 3 hours 20 min X 85 students = over 280 hours Indirect-service students (45) 2 matrices X 10 minutes each = 20 minutes 5 Annual Instruction Plans X 10 minutes each = 50 minutes 2 Informal Reports X 5 minutes each = 10 minutes      Total per student = 80 minutes 80 min X 45 students = 60 hours Combined time required to complete ESL paperwork = 340 hours If broken into 8-hour work days, this would equal 42 days of work to complete paperwork! I was shocked and amazed to discover this was what is now required of ESL teachers in this school in addition to their teaching and instructional duties. The amount of paperwork is extraordinary, and must be deflecting teachers’ time and energy away from students. This is keenly felt by the senior specialist ESL support teacher in the school. Her feelings that ESL teachers are spending an inordinate amount of time doing paperwork this year is fully supported by the evidence collected in this research project. The ESL teachers are supported by the school’s Administrative Officers when they are facing paperwork demands and requirements. To assist these teachers in completing the daunting paperwork, the Principal at this school arranges for release time throughout the year for the ESL staff to plan with the classroom teacher for the programming needs of their students. This gesture of support is immensely appreciated by all the staff, but appears not to be a district-wide strategy. The release helps relieve some of the pressure, but the bulk is still completed after hours, after lesson planning and marking is completed. The staff feel very supported by the administrative team at this school as their supply requests are usually approved. International students and mid-year entry Coquitlam has been actively developing its International education policy to encourage students from out-of-country to enroll in our education system. Wealthy families overseas have taken this opportunity to offer their child a Canadian education. This opportunity comes with a $12,000 price tag per student per year, payable to the school district, not the local school. If 10 students were to stay in the school for a year, they would generate $120,000 in funding, yet the amount of extra ESL staffing allocated to the school is 0.4 FTE, at an approximate cost of $30,000. While the school has the task of teaching an additional ten students with minimal English proficiency, the district barely uses a quarter of the money generated to provide appropriate staffing levels at the school. This school received 10 International students this year, most of whom enrolled after the Christmas break. For most of these students, this was their first experience learning English. For the ESL teachers this created a mid-year scheduling challenge: how to service 10 new ESL students in an already packed timetable! The students did generate additional staffing of 0.4 FTE, but the position was not filled until 4–5 weeks after these students were enrolled in classrooms. The solution was to prioritize the needs of all ESL students and then end the provision of ESL support to students who were more advanced, even though they were still in need of support. Their philosophy of the “newest, neediest, and oldest” students getting serviced first helps them weed through their list of 127 students, and prioritize who receives service. But what this demonstrates is that there may be a tendency for fee-paying International students to be placing an extra strain on schools’ ability to provide ESL services. The enrolment of 10 International students meant that some students who previously received service no longer received it although it was needed, in the view of the ESL specialists. So instead of increasing ESL support to all students, less was provided. One might reasonably question whether a school district is acting ethically in taking $120,000 but only providing a very limited level of support, thereby placing extra strain on school ESL specialists, and on classroom teachers. One might also question why a district appears so underfunded that it needs to generate $8 million from International student revenue, and still finds it necessary to reduce service to its existing ESL students. Instructional groups The third issue faced by the ESL staff is the dramatic increase in size of their teaching groups. In recent past, instructional groups of 5–6 were common. Now their groups have more than doubled to levels of 12–16 students. The ESL room barely accommodates this many people, let alone provides an appropriate space for children who are active in their learning process. Even with the team teaching approach they have adopted, the ESL staff are challenged to get enough time with each student to maximize their learning. Space is so minimal that frequently these groups spill out into the connecting hallway for larger projects. The ESL teachers are often seen to be working one-on-one with a student or performing an assessment on an individual in the hallway, while other classes file by en route to the library, gym, or computer room. This certainly impacts on the optimal learning environment for these students. It is fair to point out that the ESL teachers who work in this environment have not requested a larger room. Partly due to that fact they do not want to put in the effort to pack up all their resources and move, and partly due to their hope that their group sizes will diminish soon. They remain ever hopeful. District ESL support Another change felt by this team was in the level of support to ESL teachers provided by the school district. In the recent past, meetings of all ESL teachers were held once a month. This year there are fewer meetings The district staff has been halved in recent years and the local ESL teachers notice a dramatic drop in direct support provided to them. Fewer school visits, less materials available, and a lack of clear interpretation of Ministry policies and guidelines to the local teachers has left this school’s ESL teachers feeling more on their own than in past years. The district does have Psycho-Educational testing available from a multicultural school psychologist, but the wait list has grown to create long delays, and the access is limited. The staff were not blaming the district ESL staff for this situation, but were critical of provincial funding decisions which have forced the district to make significant cuts in support. For ESL to be effective, the ESL specialists felt that meetings with other ESL specialists, and adequate district ESL staff, are crucial. For teachers in every school to work in isolation means that best practices and innovations are less often shared, and that the ESL services are more fragmented and less effective. The bottom line of reduced district support is that it makes the job of meeting students’ needs more difficult, with reduced success for students a much-more-likely possibility. Level of English When considering the past year or two, both full-time ESL teachers at School A commented on the rise in the number of their students who are arriving at school with less and less English. The increase in Level 1 ESL students places a further strain on an already overburdened staff. In past years, they commented that their numbers of ESL students were higher, in fact two years ago they serviced 200 students, but not many of those students were at the Level 1 stage of learning English. In many respects this made their job shift to strengthening English skills. This year, they are more focused on teaching beginning English and they noticed the students are less able to understand what is happening in their regular classroom, once they leave their ESL block of the day. Conclusion In many ways, this school is not unique amongst elementary schools in Coquitlam. It is a bustling, thriving community that strives to be the best it can be with its given parameters and within this political climate of educational change. Although it manages very well, due to the experienced and caring staff members, it does have many challenges. These are the most apparent: That there is minimal recognition by the school district of the needs of the surrounding and diverse population base, when staffing allocations are given out to the Principals. Thus this school finds itself staffed at a comparable level as other schools that have a predominantly upper-middle-class clientele. No extra staffing is provided to help deal with the myriad of immigrant and social issues that are so much a part of these students’ lives. That the ESL staff will be on burn out very soon if the ESL paperwork burden is not lightened and the focus shifted to time spent with students instead of filling out and updating forms. That the removal of the contract language concerning class composition has had a deleterious effect on all students and teachers in the school, not just the students with Special Needs. International students are very welcomed in their new school, but entering in large groups in the middle of the school year is very disruptive and reduces service to some students who previously received service, despite the limited increase in funding spent on extra ESL staffing. School A is managing surprisingly well despite the burdens and challenges it faces daily, and the staff is firmly committed to enhancing the lives of the children they teach, regardless of the cutbacks and the political climate. It is unfortunate that the efforts are not recognized, financially supported, and publicized more by the Ministry of Education. I wonder how long this level of dedication can last in a school that is clearly straining at the seams. Time will tell.)
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(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/mobile/NewTeachersHandbook/default.aspx?id=31853,BCTF New Teachers' Handbook  Toggle navigation New Teachers’ Handbook © 2014 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. Table of Contents Introduction President's message Setting the BC context Jobs and professsional responsibilities Professional Responsibility / Code of Ethics Standards for the Education, Competence... Beginning your career as a TTOC Tips for success Beginning your career as a classroom teacher Planning Classroom management Establishing a positive environment Teaching strategies / classroom complexity Learning resources Communicating with parents/guardians Students with special needs Working with education (teacher) assistants Preparing for a Teacher Teaching on Call Parent involvement in schools Working with volunteers Wellness—taking care of yourself How the BC Teachers’ Federation helps Others who can help Professional development (PD) Evaluation of teachers Resources Membership New Teachers’ Home BCTF Home Working with volunteers  Volunteers bring special talents to our schools. The context  For generations, parents/guardians, grandparents, university students, neighbours, young, and old, have volunteered in our public schools. Volunteers come to school to talk to students about their jobs, listen to children read, help coach school teams, sew or paint backdrops, or help out on field trips. At the same time as services in public schools have expanded so has employment of people to provide them. In various situations, conflict arose regarding the roles ascribed to employees and to volunteers. At the BCTF Annual General Meeting of 1986, teachers adopted a policy that welcomes and defines appropriate roles for volunteers in schools. People volunteer for a variety of personal reasons. We recognize, however, that a volunteer’s first commitment may not be to the school, and that career or family commitments may prevent her/him from helping on the day or time planned. We do not expect volunteers to be familiar with all the employer’s rules and policies that guide us in our work. Volunteers complement the work of paid teaching and non-teaching staff; they do not substitute for it. In recent years we have all noticed fewer services in our schools. Many elementary and secondary schools have lost staff, caretaker hours have been cut back, band programs have been cancelled, and fewer education assistants are available to help with students with special needs. Volunteers have sometimes been asked to replace employees who have had their hours reduced, have been laid off, or were never hired for needed positions. Often volunteers do not know that the work they have been asked to do is part of regular duties of absent employees. Sweeping the hallway, providing regular assistance for a student with special needs, providing withdrawal remedial programs, and driving school buses are all jobs done by paid staff. Volunteers should not be asked to evaluate students’ work, nor should they implement programs with groups of students. That is the job of a teacher. Parents/guardians, some of whom are school volunteers, deserve to feel confident that their child is being taught, assessed, and evaluated by a teacher. Volunteers bring special talents to our schools. In the best scenarios, volunteers and the public schools benefit equally from the relationship. Volunteers continue to enrich the lives of the children in their communities, and volunteering brings them closer to their neighbours and their neighbourhood. BCTF policy on volunteers in schools  Detailed policy information is in the Members’ Guide to the BCTF, or online: bctf.ca/membersguide. Key points to remember: Volunteer participation in schools will be encouraged and will be related to educational programs where volunteers can bring their special talents to schools. Volunteers will be used on a by-need, special occasion basis in the co-curricular and extra- curricular activities of the school. Teachers will respect the provisions of any collective agreements between boards and non-teaching employees regarding the use of volunteers in the schools. In the absence of any such provisions in collective agreements, teachers will be guided by the following principles: Policies regarding the use of volunteers should be developed at the district level and with agreement from the school board, teachers, and non-teaching employee unions.  Implementation of policies on use of volunteers should be monitored by a committee with representatives from the school board, the teachers, and non-teaching employee unions.  Districts should develop, through such monitoring committees, mechanisms for:   ensuring school adherence to policies,  resolving conflicts that may arise between teaching or non-teaching staff and volunteers.  Volunteer participation in schools should complement the work of paid teaching and non-teaching staff and should not substitute for it.  Volunteers should not be used in schools to replace teachers, teacher aides, or other school personnel who have been laid off or had their hours of work cut.  Volunteer participation in schools should not be a substitute for adequate staffing by professional and non-teaching support personnel.  Knowledge of this policy by volunteers in schools can prevent conflict. If you have questions or concerns about a particular situation, ask your staff representative or call your local teachers’ union office. Previous Next)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=21539,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > September 2010   Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 23, Number 1, September 2010   Health and safety: When is it time to pay attention to health and safety?  By Karen Langenmaier   When 100,000 barrels of oil spew daily into the Gulf of Mexico, establishing itself in the words of President Obama, “a massive and potentially unprecedented environmental disaster,” the causes are said to have been technical with inadequate sealing of the well, a buildup of natural gas, and the resultant blowout. Eleven workers lost their lives, the number of birds and sea life killed climbs every day, and the future of the fishing and shellfish industry is dismal. Could this devastation have been prevented? A teacher repeatedly exposed to glues, paints, and cleaning compounds through a school renovation project developed severe environmental sensitivities and is no longer able to teach. In fact, her movement within the community in general is restricted to the degree that she has to plan trips to town early in the morning before traffic exhaust builds up. She has had to renovate her house to compensate for the sensitivities at a significant financial and emotional cost to herself and her family. Could this have been prevented? A student in an elementary school had a three-year history of hitting teachers, educational assistants, other students, the bus driver, and a volunteer parent. Most of the incidents were reported to the administrator, who, uneducated in the health and safety rights and responsibilities processes, allowed the reports to pile up on his desk until the education assistant, after being told she should wear oven mittens to protect herself from being bitten, booked off on stress leave and never returned to the school system. Could any of these incidents have been prevented? The short answer is—yes. In her book, The Challenger Launch Decision: Risky Technology, Culture, and Deviance at NASA, Diane Vaughan investigates the series of events leading to the ill-fated Challenger launch from a different perspective. She rejects the explanations of the cause of the accident as technical failure and describes instead a sociological phenomenon with the concept of “acceptable risk” becoming normalized. She rejects the hypothesis that a moral managerial decision led to the event and turns her attention to the culture of the work group of NASA engineers and managers in which decisions were made to change design structures and components based on what they considered to be acceptable risks. The deviations in design were based on performance trials and the team incrementally increased the acceptable risk criteria to the point where the deviation from the norm became the new norm. The early decision to accept the risk became a precedent and part of the workgroup culture, which Vaughan proposes, led to the resultant explosion of Challenger. The same hypothesis could be true of the BP oil disaster. According to various reports, contributing factors include faults in the pressure tests, procedures in testing for hydrocarbons in the well, emergency disconnect system, and the cement that seals the bore hole. An acceptance of the risks associated with deviations in practice and procedure in any of these systems could have led to the blow out. The acceptance of unhealthy and unsafe working conditions in schools has become our normalization of deviance. Budget cutbacks mean fewer custodians and dustier, dirtier, mouldier schools. Ventilation ducts and filters are cleaned less frequently circulating this dust, dirt, and mould from room to room. Fewer behaviour support teachers, fewer learning support and resource teachers, and fewer specialists translates into less support for students who are most at risk to offend. Construction takes place during instructional hours with dust, cement, asbestos, glues, paint, noise, heavy equipment, and extra traffic associated with a construction site. There are fewer maintenance staff to do preventive maintenance, let alone repairs as our buildings age and deteriorate around us. And we keep coming to work every day. The changes have occurred incrementally over the last decade to the point where now these deviations have become an acceptable risk of a healthy and safe work environment and are becoming the norm. That is, until we get sick or hurt. The good news is that there is something we can do about our work environment. We don’t have to accept this normalization of deviance. The Workers Compensation Act and Regulation have very clear language on how to establish a health and safety program. It is the law. The employer must establish a health and safety program. The process is designed to prevent injury and illness. Talking about and establishing a program after an incident is second best. WorkSafeBC has, for the first time, designated a “manager of interest” specifically for the public education sector Grades K–12. Through the work of the Federation, the Health and Safety Advisory Committee, the health and safety trainers, health and safety representatives, and every local officer and member who has contacted WorkSafeBC, WSBC recognizes that schools and educational facilities are unique work environments and deserving of a designated manager to address the needs of the workers. If we continue to help our employers, administrators, local and provincial officers, and colleagues understand the importance of health and safety programs, we will be able to prevent injuries, illnesses, and deaths. We need to work back to the future, incrementally to make our work places healthy and safe. Make sure that your work place has a joint health and safety committee and that each member takes their annual entitlement of eight hours of training so that they all know how to establish and maintain healthy and safe working conditions. The BCTF, as a WorkSafeBC training partner, offers this training. Get the word out.   Karen Langenmaier is the BCTF’s Health and Safety Officer.   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141007,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/FassbenderMLA/status/327107710963314688?screen_name=FassbenderMLA&id=327107710963314688,Peter Fassbender on Twitter: "NDP Proposals Potentially Damaging Health Care? http://t.co/Q4gfJ0KhGX" Twitter Search query Search Twitter Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Language: English Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Have an account? Sign in New to Twitter? Join Today » Sign In Phone, email or username Password Sign in Remember me Forgot password? Already using Twitter via text message? Follow Following Unfollow Blocked Unblock Pending Cancel Peter FassbenderVerified account ‏ @FassbenderMLA 24 Apr 2013 NDP Proposals Potentially Damaging Health Care? http://fb.me/1DvCL40qT  Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet 10:12 AM - 24 Apr 2013 Don’t miss any updates from Peter Fassbender © 2014 Twitter About Help Ads info Close Flag this media This has already been marked as containing sensitive content. Flag this as containing potentially illegal content. Submit Cancel Learn more about flagging media Dismiss Close Previous Next Close Go to a person's profile Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Close Retweet this to your followers? Cancel Retweet Close Are you sure you want to delete this Tweet? Cancel Delete Close Block Cancel Block Add a location to your Tweets When you tweet with a location, Twitter stores that location. You can switch location on/off before each Tweet and always have the option to delete your location history. Learn more Turn location on Not now Turn off location Close Profile summary Close Your lists Close Create a new list List name Description Under 100 characters, optional Privacy Public · Anyone can follow this list Private · Only you can access this list Save list Close Close Embed this Tweet Add this Tweet to your website by copying the code below. Learn more Hmm, there was a problem reaching the server. Try again? Include parent Tweet Include media Preview Close Sign up for Twitter Not on Twitter? Sign up, tune into the things you care about, and get updates as they happen. Have an account? Sign in » Close Two-way (sending and receiving) short codes: Country Code For customers of United States 40404 (any) Canada 21212 (any) United Kingdom 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM Haiti 40404 Digicel, Voila Ireland 51210 Vodafone, O2 India 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Indonesia 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » See SMS short codes for other countries Close Confirmation)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media last tweet "" @ - 12:00am Follow @ last post "" facebook/ - Jan 1st Like Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/01/should-bc-teachers-get-salary-increase.html?showComment=1329016769678,Staffroom Confidential: Should BC teachers get a salary increase? Myths & Realities Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Saturday, January 7, 2012 Should BC teachers get a salary increase? Myths & Realities NOTE: There is an updated version of this post for those of you reading it in 2014! BC teachers are in contract negotiations asking for a fair deal. What do we mean by fair exactly? Teachers would like improvements in three areas: class size/composition, salary and benefits, and changes to the bargaining structure. As far as class size, we want only what was taken in 2002. We want the government to go back to the class sizes in place at that time and restore the funding so Boards can achieve this. For bargaining, we want to negotiate more items locally with our elected Boards. This facilitates diversity, community involvement, and local programs and solutions. It is not a cost item and is how teachers used to negotiate in the 1990's - very successfully. For salary and benefits, teachers want to "keep up" and "catch up". What do we mean by that? We want to keep up with inflation, and we want to catch up with Canadians in other provinces. Teachers in BC now rank 8th in salaries across Canada, despite the fact that our cost of living is one of the highest and that BC weathered the recession better than most other provinces. BC has been out of recession since 2010 and is forecasting moderate growth for the next year. Unfortunately, the government's position has and continues to be 'net zero'. The government claims that taxpayers cannot afford increases to public sector wages and that wages must remain flat because the government is running a deficit. Do these arguments make sense? Are they justified? Or should teachers receive a wage increase? Here are my answers to these questions. Myth #1: Teachers should not get a wage increase because of the government deficit Reality #1: There was no deficit when the Liberals took power in 2001. Through a series of income tax cuts and corporate tax cuts, the Liberals went from a surplus to a deficit. Yes, the recession of 2009 impacted government revenues. But not as much as tax cuts have. Moreover, the government has found plenty of money for spending when it feels the spending is a priority. There was money for the BC Place roof ($500 million). There was money for the Olympics (over $1 billion). There was money for smart meters ($900 million). There was money for new government network systems ($1.2 billion to Telus). There seems to be plenty of money for the CEO's of crown corporations like BC Ferries (David Hahn's pension value - over $10 million). The fact is that the government is using the deficit that it created as an excuse to take money away from public services and the people who provide them. The money is there. It is a matter of priorities. It is simply unfair to make one group of workers pay for a deficit created by tax cuts to other people and corporations. Private sector workers are seeing increases. Other public sector workers are seeing increases (for example, Vancouver police with 8.8% over 33 months). Why should one group be singled out? Moreover how is it fair to make middle income earners pay for tax cuts that disproportionately benefited the wealthy and corporations? It just isn't. Myth #2: The 'net zero' wage freeze is fair because it impacts all public sector workers Reality #2: Only those workers covered by the Public Sector Employer's Council are impacted, and that does not include all public sector workers. Fire fighters are not under 'net zero'. Police are not under 'net zero'. Even school Superintendents are not under 'net zero'. Nurses are not under 'net zero' because they negotiated in 2009, supposedly before the 'net zero' mandate was implemented, but certainly at the height of the recession. How is it fair that these workers can negotiate increases and other workers can't? Myth #3: BC teachers already have high salaries Reality #3: After five years of university training, BC teachers begin with a wage in the low $40's, if they are full time. Many teachers only get part time work for the first 3-5 years of their career. It takes ten years of full time work to reach the maximum salary, which is about $75,000 for most teachers. BC teachers rank 8th in Canada compared to teachers in other provinces. A teacher in BC earns on average $20,000 less than a comparably experienced teacher in Alberta and $15,000 less than one in Ontario. Yet BC has the highest cost of living and the highest housing prices in the country (http://www.theprovince.com/business/City+house+prices+continue+ascent/5943834/story.html). Myth #4: 'Net zero' isn't a pay cut, so it is fair Reality #4: In September, when the new school year began, year over year inflation was at 3.2% according to the Consumer Price Index. When teachers got their first paycheque of the year, they had 3.2% less buying power. This is what matters. This January, teachers, along with other workers, will see increases to their CPP payments, their EI premiums, and their MSP premiums. Many contracts have automatic cost of living increases, but ours does not. Without any increase, teachers will fall behind. Myth #5: Teachers are asking for too much Reality #5: Teachers want to keep up with inflation. Teachers want to catch up with their colleagues in other provinces. Teachers took four years of zero increases since 1998. Teachers traded salary for smaller class sizes and those class size provisions were later eliminated. It is perfectly reasonable to ask for cost of living increases and wage adjustments to catch up with our Canadian colleagues. Myth #6: Teachers are asking for $2 billion Reality #6: The true number is probably many times less. BCPSEA (the employer) made many erroneous assumptions in order to come up with a hyper-inflated costing number. For example, they assumed that every single teacher would take their full bereavement leave entitlement every single year. In fact, teachers often take bereavement leave once or twice a decade or once or twice in their whole career. They assumed every teacher would take extra sick days if they were available. In fact, we know from Statistics Canada that teachers take an average of 7.7 days per year which is already less than their entitlement, so increased entitlement would only be used by a small percentage of teachers who become very ill. The assumptions used by BCPSEA were unrealistic and result in highly inflated costing estimates. They are not justified and do not reflect the true cost of the proposals teachers have put forward. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 4:17 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 25 comments: AnonymousJanuary 8, 2012 at 10:00 AM Thank you for this post. I think it should be sent as "letter to the editor" to newspapers in major cities in BC to inform those who see government figures or reports and take it as truth without questioning it. Well done!ReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 8, 2012 at 1:11 PM Excellent summary of our situation. "Even school Superintendents are not under 'net zero"; SD59 Superintendant sent a letter to parents saying gross modo that we were (teachers) selfish and without social empathy toward public sector for not swallowing the "net zero" !ReplyDelete Donna in BurnabyJanuary 8, 2012 at 7:45 PM Thank you!ReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 8, 2012 at 9:09 PM Well I have come from Alberta and previous Ontario and Your teacher need to better then other provinces. You are way behind Alberta in education. My daughter in October of her grade one year knows more then mine son has in his second year at a BC school. You need to fix something in your school system because you are falling behind. In the 2 and half years my daughter has been in the BC school system she is at the same reading, writing and math. I know why people homeschool and put their kids in the private school system, the public is so broken it can't complete with the rest of Canada.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousJanuary 17, 2012 at 6:50 PM How can you tell if your children are at the same level when you cannot spell, use appropriate grammar or form a proper sentence????Delete AnonymousJanuary 26, 2012 at 8:21 PM Teachers cannot be held solely responsible for your child's lack of progress. It would appear as though you could benefit from some additional education. Where were you educated? I agree with Anonymous, learn to spell and form a proper sentence before giving your opinion on the state of education. Thanks for wasting even more of my prep time on your uneducated and ignorant point of view.Delete AnonymousFebruary 29, 2012 at 5:25 PM Wow - I think that the original author has a legitimate complaint. I have a graduate degree and I completely agree that the level of education my children have received in the public school system is deplorable. AND REALLY - if someone is illiterate or unable to formulate a sentence correctly on a blog post does that mean that his/her child does not deserve a proper education! GIVE ME A BREAK - and please refrain from making personal attacks on people who voice a contrary opinion. It only demonstrates your small mindedness.Delete Reply AnonymousJanuary 8, 2012 at 10:28 PM I think you mean: I came from Alberta and previously Ontario, and teachers in BC need to teach better than other provinces. You are much behind Alberta in terms of education. My daughter knew more in October of her grade one year than my son, who was in his second year enrolled at a BC school. You need to fix features of your school system, because you are falling behind. In the two and half years my daughter has been enrolled in the BC school system, she has remained at the same level of reading, writing and math. I now know why people homeschool their children and enroll their kids in the private school system. The public system is so broken that it can no longer complete with the rest of Canada. - A BC public school teacherReplyDelete Replies AnonymousJanuary 23, 2012 at 12:55 PM I think you mean "compete" not complete. And you're a teacher?Delete AnonymousJanuary 25, 2012 at 7:10 PM Wow. How petty. An entire paragraph is corrected with one spelling error in the final sentence and you decide to focus on it as being the "issue with teachers". What has our society come to? Signed a Fellow BC TeacherDelete AnonymousFebruary 11, 2012 at 7:19 PM I taught in Ontario before moving to BC to teach and I don't see a whole lot of difference. There are good and bad teachers in both places. In fact, BC has stricter education requirements, I had to go back to get a few more undergrad courses.Delete Reply AnonymousJanuary 9, 2012 at 7:24 AM I live in SD 59 and the letter the superintendent sent home did not say that teachers were "selfish or without social empathy." ~ParentReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 9, 2012 at 1:58 PM Quote: From superintendent SD#59: "...With regard to the strike, some of the confusing information parents are receiving sounds like the teacher's strike is about the size and composition of classes, or the resources that are available for students with special needs. That is not true. The issues around class size and resourcing have been separate and are "NOT" part of the bargaining. The full focus of the BCTF strike demands is about wages and benefits that are approaching a price tag of 3 billion dollars. That is a 75% increase, at a time in the economy that the Province has told all union the overall settlement of their bargaining cannot increase cost to the Province. Moreover, 3/4 of the public unions have settled contracts under those rules." These 2 paragraphs speak by themselves about how teachers are perceived by the superintendent.ReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 9, 2012 at 2:01 PM http://www.pssg.gov.bc.ca/psec/disclosure/disclosure10-11.htmReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 10, 2012 at 8:51 AM Please send this wonderful article to a newspaper so some of the nasty myths can be dispelled. Awesome job!ReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 25, 2012 at 4:52 PM A great letter... I agree that this should be sent to every newspaper in B.C. as well as made into an infomercial on t.v. Why wait for an election?ReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 26, 2012 at 4:23 PM Myth #7: Teachers are the only workers affected by "net zero". Reality #7: Over 16,000 members of HSA (Health Sciences Association of BC) have been crippled by the "net zero" policy. Wages for HSA members in BC are upwards of 8$ an hour less than other provinces in Canada. The last contract forced upon HSA members was highlighted by a 0% wage increase, and a loss of 1 vacation day per year. So no, teachers, you are NOT the only group of workers being forced to pay for corporate tax cuts. Were you there to support other public sector employees last year when they were trying to fight "net zero"? I didn't think so.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousJanuary 26, 2012 at 8:22 PM Agreed! I am in HSA, and sorry, but I can't support these demands by the teachers. Frustrating to me to see the 'it's not fair' comments. Sounds like children. Life isn't fair, we are a country and province in serious financial difficulty. Cuts need to be made. I absolutely support putting money into increasing numbers of teachers, and adding support teachers and SEAs . If I want to make more money, I could move to Alberta and earn $8-10 more an hour too, giving me a significant raise but I choose to live here. It's always greener on the other side, and everyone thinks they are the ones hard done by. I work 37.5 hours a week, but actually in my office 40-42 hours and I don't get overtime pay. I choose to do it because I love my job and want to do the best I can for my patients. I take classes and go to workshops to enhance my job, on my own time and I pay for it myself. I use my vacation days to attend work related conferences. HSA's contract is also set to expire and we already had 0% wage last contract. I'm not expecting any better this time around. That's life, it's not always fair. I just appreciate that I have a job that I love that pays a decent wage ( which is slightly less than a teachers wage). Maybe there are just a whole lot of teachers with very little personal job satisfaction.Delete KarenFebruary 17, 2012 at 10:15 AM Job satisfaction! Try keeping 30 students at the edge of their seats for 5 hours a day, daily!! Attend meetings(special needs, counseling-requested meetings, parent-requested meetings, department meetings, staff meetings, Health and safety meetings,etc.) mark, prepare, field phone calls, supervise, prepare report cards, participate in extra-curricular activities,answer student concerns after classes; type/prepare/photocopy learning /testing materials for students (no secretarial time for us!); mentor, clean our boards, put up our chairs, manage the learning materials in our classrooms (put away the books, clean the lab equip. fix the musical instruments, organize the gym equip., ensure safety in the woodworking/auto and metal shops etc.), put up display boards, order books/educational materials,take first aide training at our own expense, etc.) No one-to-one with down time, bells dictate our time usage (coffee break? designated lunch time? not always possible); daily emotional 'baggage' children/students bring to the classroom must be dealt with in a calm and supportive manner; AND, Administrative Officers that add to the intensity of our day. (Some are very supportive; others add to our stress by being judgmental, giving little support by keeping communication lines blurred, not making themselves available, not taking control and leading but hiding behind their desks, etc.) We earn our keep!! And, we can't go up the capitalist ladder - 'more students doesn't mean more money; it means more work!' No compensation for using our own books, driving students with our own cars (we must 'up' protection on our personal car insurance to protect them in case of an accident) We only rely on the good nature of our govt. and the public to support us. Where are you? If you think you can do the job better, for cheaper, 'step up to the plate'.Delete Reply Tara EhrckeJanuary 26, 2012 at 5:27 PM Hello Anonymous, I have always consistently opposed net zero for ANY public sector worker, not just teachers. I absolutely agree that no group or groups of public sector workers should be singled out unfairly. I also believe we should all be rejecting the wage freeze. With respect to support, teachers in my local put up picket signs when HEU was facing wage cuts and I absolutely agree we need to be supporting each other. Please see my blog posts on this subject, including HSA in particular, from last year: http://staffroomconfidential.blogspot.com/2011/02/in-labour-newswill-hsa-vote-no-campaign.html http://staffroomconfidential.blogspot.com/2011/03/why-bc-government-wage-freeze-is.html This article was reposted on an HSA member site here: http://our-union.org/2011/03/29/why-the-bc-government-wage-freeze-is-indefensible/ I also wrote about opposition to net zero from Vancouver Island University workers and Langara College workers: http://staffroomconfidential.blogspot.com/2011_03_01_archive.html http://staffroomconfidential.blogspot.com/2011/04/langara-versus-wage-freeze.htmlReplyDelete UnknownFebruary 2, 2012 at 8:21 PM Actually, the cost of the Olympics was closer to $7 billion, once you factor in the cost of the Canada Line, the Sea to Sky Highway, and the new Convention Centre. On a related note, the deficit in 2008, amortized over 3 years, stood at $3 billion.ReplyDelete AnonymousFebruary 12, 2012 at 10:43 AM I am a parent in SD#35 and I am so impressed with my children's school and with the hard work that most of the teachers and adminstrators put in at that school. They are still getting a quality education, even throughout job action.The teachers are commincating with my husband and I on their academic progress, and my daughter is on the Grade Six basketball team which practices after school and at noon hour 3 times a week! I support a wage increases for my children's teachers because I want them to be able to keep up with inflation and be paid what professionals make in other provinces. We need to pay our teachers and other public sector employees what they deserve, or els in the future, we will not attract good people into these professions or be able to keep them in our province. Isnt this what is happening in the nursing industry? The Lower mainland is one of the most expensive places to live and we have to face the fact that if we want an educated community, then we have to willing to pay for it. A concerned parentReplyDelete AnonymousFebruary 24, 2012 at 4:00 PM I am a parent in south Delta and I must say that I am impressed with the communication that we have been receiving from my son's teachers at Delta Secondary. I think that teachers should get a raise at least to the level of inflation, but with all due respect to teachers, I cannot see where or how you feel that you should receive large increases. You are I think quite fairly paid for your job and you do not have the very real pressure for measurable performance that so many in the private sector face. Having said that, those people in the private sector are not getting the types of raises you are asking for and many of them would be happy with just getting at or near the inflation rate this year. I think that if you want to be paid very well then you will need to get into the private sector where you will face much more performance pressure, you will have 3-4 weeks off per year, there will be no such thing as overtime pay if you are salaried and if you don't perform adquately or well, you will faced with possible termination. You will have no effective job security unless you perform. So I think you have it quite good, better than anyone I can think of in most respects, with the exception of pay, which as I said I think is quite fair. I say this with great respect for your profession.ReplyDelete AnonymousFebruary 25, 2012 at 10:37 AM I am a very excited Teacher Candidate that will finish my Bachelors of Education this year. I am interested in this profession because I love it! However, my student loans are over 30 grand and I do not own a car, or a house. I am repeatedly being told that there are few jobs out there and the ones that are out there pay significantly less than a retail job I held before my Bachelor's degrees (per hour). I keep my optimism up because I know I am going to be fantastic at this job but it is hard to look past the fact that I will not be able to afford a house, a car and raise children on my income any time soon. Thank-you current teachers for fighting for those of us who want to join your ranks!ReplyDelete AnonymousFebruary 28, 2012 at 8:10 AM Great article Tara. And a great big THANK YOU for all of your hard work!ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ▼  January (13) How to reduce income inequality BC Schools: A decade of choice, a decade of declin... What is fair and reasonable? Twitter tale - Consultation, Minister Abbott style... Alberta teachers in negotiations BCTF presents reduced set of proposals School boards discuss 'net zero' Will grouping by ability mean re-segregation? BC teachers describe workload issues at bargaining... BC public sector enters 2012 bargaining Superintendent of Greater Victoria received 10% wa... Should BC teachers get a salary increase? Myths & ... A year in review: waking the sleeping giant ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141007,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/bctf/status/496888152062455808?screen_name=bctf&photo_id=1&id=496888152062455808,BCTF on Twitter: "Teachers at Conrad Elementary School, Prince Rupert, on picket line today. | #bced http://t.co/uADBniLYl9" Twitter Search query Search Twitter Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Language: English Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Have an account? Sign in New to Twitter? Join Today » Sign In Phone, email or username Password Sign in Remember me Forgot password? Already using Twitter via text message? Follow Following Unfollow Blocked Unblock Pending Cancel BCTF ‏ @bctf Aug 5 Teachers at Conrad Elementary School, Prince Rupert, on picket line today. | #bced pic.twitter.com/uADBniLYl9 Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Retweets 24 Favorites 19 10:19 PM - 5 Aug 2014 Jinny Sims ‏ @jinnysims Aug 5 “ @bctf: Teachers at Conrad Elementary School, Prince Rupert, on picket line today. | #bced pic.twitter.com/pd4nq1SSYh” View photo Hide photo Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Minnsanity ‏ @Minnsanity Aug 5 “ @bctf: Teachers at Conrad Elementary School, Prince Rupert, on picket line today #bced pic.twitter.com/2IdtIx4u4I” #solidarity @TeachSolidarity View photo Hide photo Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Don’t miss any updates from BCTF © 2014 Twitter About Help Ads info Close Flag this media This has already been marked as containing sensitive content. Flag this as containing potentially illegal content. Submit Cancel Learn more about flagging media Dismiss Close Previous Next Close Go to a person's profile Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Close Retweet this to your followers? Cancel Retweet Close Are you sure you want to delete this Tweet? Cancel Delete Close Block Cancel Block Add a location to your Tweets When you tweet with a location, Twitter stores that location. You can switch location on/off before each Tweet and always have the option to delete your location history. Learn more Turn location on Not now Turn off location Close Profile summary Close Your lists Close Create a new list List name Description Under 100 characters, optional Privacy Public · Anyone can follow this list Private · Only you can access this list Save list Close Close Embed this Tweet Add this Tweet to your website by copying the code below. Learn more Hmm, there was a problem reaching the server. Try again? Include parent Tweet Include media Preview Close Sign up for Twitter Not on Twitter? Sign up, tune into the things you care about, and get updates as they happen. Have an account? Sign in » Close Two-way (sending and receiving) short codes: Country Code For customers of United States 40404 (any) Canada 21212 (any) United Kingdom 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM Haiti 40404 Digicel, Voila Ireland 51210 Vodafone, O2 India 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Indonesia 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » See SMS short codes for other countries Close Confirmation)
(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/FassbenderMLA/status/409843845887569920/photo/1,Peter Fassbender on Twitter: "Excited for Surrey's Santa Parade of Lights with @MLACadieux @marvinhunt4bc #cloverdale http://t.co/45XAsGOAHd" Twitter Search query Search Twitter Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Language: English Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Have an account? Sign in New to Twitter? Join Today » Sign In Phone, email or username Password Sign in Remember me Forgot password? Already using Twitter via text message? Follow Following Unfollow Blocked Unblock Pending Cancel Peter FassbenderVerified account ‏ @FassbenderMLA Dec 8 Excited for Surrey's Santa Parade of Lights with @MLACadieux @marvinhunt4bc #cloverdale pic.twitter.com/45XAsGOAHd Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Retweets 2 Favorite 1 4:36 PM - 8 Dec 2013 Don’t miss any updates from Peter Fassbender © 2014 Twitter About Help Ads info Close Flag this media This has already been marked as containing sensitive content. Flag this as containing potentially illegal content. Submit Cancel Learn more about flagging media Dismiss Close Previous Next Close Go to a person's profile Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Close Retweet this to your followers? Cancel Retweet Close Are you sure you want to delete this Tweet? Cancel Delete Close Block Cancel Block Add a location to your Tweets When you tweet with a location, Twitter stores that location. You can switch location on/off before each Tweet and always have the option to delete your location history. Learn more Turn location on Not now Turn off location Close Profile summary Close Your lists Close Create a new list List name Description Under 100 characters, optional Privacy Public · Anyone can follow this list Private · Only you can access this list Save list Close Close Embed this Tweet Add this Tweet to your website by copying the code below. Learn more Hmm, there was a problem reaching the server. Try again? Include parent Tweet Include media Preview Close Sign up for Twitter Not on Twitter? Sign up, tune into the things you care about, and get updates as they happen. Have an account? Sign in » Close Two-way (sending and receiving) short codes: Country Code For customers of United States 40404 (any) Canada 21212 (any) United Kingdom 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM Haiti 40404 Digicel, Voila Ireland 51210 Vodafone, O2 India 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Indonesia 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » See SMS short codes for other countries Close Confirmation)
(20141006,mobile.twitter.com,https://mobile.twitter.com/bctf,BCTF (@bctf) on Twitter Sign in Sign up BCTF @ bctf Vancouver, BC The BC Teachers' Federation represents the 41,000 public school teachers in British Columbia. Hopes for #bced outlined at afairdeal.ca bctf.ca 5,120 Tweets 4,245 Following 18,252 Followers   View more photos Tweets BCTF @bctf 4h Seeing some #bced teachers putting their names forward for School Board/#bcmuni elections in November. Any in your community? #bcpoli View details · BCTF @bctf 3d New @OECD_Edu report: School competition doesn’t improve achievement oecd.org/pisa/pisaprodu… + comment: thelittleeducationreport.ca | #bced View details · BCTF @bctf 3d Why do we educate? - New @bctf research report re: proposed #bced directions + new economies: bctf.ca/uploadedFiles/… | #cdnedchat #edpolicy View details · BCTF retweeted dave mackenzie @vernondavemack 3d BC School Counsellor conference REGISTRATION is OPEN goo.gl/a3u4fh LOWEST REG FEE EVER @bctf @bcedplan @bcedchat View details · BCTF @bctf 3d 2014-2015 BCTF Executive Committee on Twitter (2/2): @JamesSanyshyn @PaulSteer @norm_sabourin @CaroleGordonBC View details · BCTF @bctf 3d 2014-2015 BCTF Executive Committee on Twitter (1/2): @glenhansman @TeriMooring @LTAPresident @tgrandin @SafeWithKaren @davidkom1 | #bced View details · BCTF retweeted Douglas Quan @dougquan 3d B.C. teacher’s battle to restore shattered reputation following false accusations o.canada.com/news/national/… via @CanadaDotCom View summary · BCTF @bctf 3d New documentary from @eduint highlights daily commitment of teachers around the world dlvr.it/75R1sT | #bced View details · BCTF @bctf 3d @WiseRiseInfo Not on own. Meeting with BCPSEA on this two days ago, and communication since. Not resolved yet, but working on it. #bced View conversation · BCTF @bctf 3d Check out Vancouver Secondary member and comedian @MrPaulBae in @OurTimesMag here: tinyurl.com/k9ncoao | #bced @vstaprez View details · BCTF @bctf 3d @WiseRiseInfo This is not the case. Work being done provincially as well with BCPSEA. View conversation · BCTF retweeted Canadian Labour @CanadianLabour 3d Tell @pmharper to launch a PUBLIC INQUIRY into Missing & Murdered Aboriginal Women - goo.gl/8HfDHR #canlab pic.twitter.com/7juUUsvIVJ View photo · BCTF @bctf 3d Social media tidbits: @pressprogress' @Raffi_RC and @christyclarkbc post had 157504 unique views on our FB page pressprogress.ca/en/post/childr… #bced View details · BCTF @bctf 3d Social media tidbits: BCTF followers on Facebook grew by 6,000 during #bced strike. Twitter followers grew by 12,000. View details · BCTF @bctf 3d Social media tidbits: During #bced strike, our Facebook page posts had collective reach of 3.9 million! Some posts >200,000 individual views View details · BCTF retweeted glenn ross @vurvdesign 4d My daughter's home ec class has 24 sewing machines and 30 kids. . . #bced #bctf View location · BCTF retweeted Teri Mooring @TeriMooring 4d Issues r direct result of underfunding. Inclusion is critical & costly: All children deserve quality education #bced vancouversun.com/opinion/op-ed/… View summary · BCTF retweeted Student Vote @studentvote 5d Registration for the #bcmuni Student Vote program is open! Sign up your class: studentvote.ca/bclocal14/ #bced @bctf View details · BCTF @bctf 5d #bced's #PSAday is on October 24. Check out bctf.ca/pdcalendar/ind… … for all the specialist association converences pic.twitter.com/zxPl9Y25n5 View photo · BCTF retweeted Glen Hansman @glenhansman 6d Attending @UBCEduc talk by @StanKutcher on mental health literacy in middle & secondary schools Sept 30. | #bced View details · Load older Tweets Enter a topic, @name, or fullname Settings Help Back to top · Turn images off)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8816&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, Number 4, March 2004 Book-trade day by Herb Couch A few decades ago, my attitude toward classroom book-order clubs for students changed. At first, I participated in Scholastic and other book-order clubs because other teachers in my school did so and I didn’t want my class to complain that they were being left out. I was careful to collect book-order money at the beginning of the school day, and I put the cash under lock and key. The books were not expensive, and most children ordered several books. I sent in book orders right away before the company ran out of any titles. It was exciting when the book orders arrived at school. Everyone loves shiny new books! Also, there were always books "awarded" to the classroom for all students to share. Then it happened. Book-club orders lost their shine. I was transferred to a new school where parents hadn’t as much spare cash. The economy was going down the tubes, and money was tight. Only a small number of students in my class ordered book-club books. The students who did order books often spent $20 to $50. When the book orders arrived, it was a major disappointment for most students. While three or four students were happy with their shiny new books, most students were envious and had their family poverty shoved in their faces. Also, students who needed to do recreational reading the most were often from families who could not afford to order book-club books. An alternative to book-club orders was needed. I got together with another primary teacher, and we decided to have a Book Trade Day for our students. A note sent home to parents explained the special day. Students could bring up to 10 books from home to trade with other students. Important: We stressed to parents and students that books were to be traded, and the trade was permanent. Students were not to bring any books from home that were family heirlooms. Books to be traded at school had to be books that the students no longer wanted. However, the books needed to be ones that other children would enjoy reading. We wanted parents to check and okay the books that students brought to trade. The Book Trade Day was to be held in 10 days, but students were encouraged to bring books to trade immediately. The books were kept in a large box in the two classrooms. The teachers’ job was to record how many books each child brought to trade. When Book Trade Day arrived, excitement was in the air! The books were spread out around the gym floor and students were given a few minutes to wander around and look at the books. Next, we asked each child to sit down with a book she or he wanted. We wanted to make sure everyone got a least one desirable book. We had discussed with our students beforehand good manners at the book trade. We gave a reminder in the gymnasium. When all students were finished choosing one book, we were ready to carry on. For example, students who brought five books to trade could choose up to five books in exchange. After the book trade, students went back to their classrooms for silent reading and a discussion about our "new" books. All students brought books to trade. Everyone was reading. Best of all, the Book Trade Day did not cost any money. And we all went home happy. Herb Couch teaches at Distance Education School of the Kootenays, Nelson.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=15678&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2008 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 20, Number 6, April 2008  Teacher inquiry: Some new directions for the BCTF Teacher Inquiry is a form of professional development that involves: reflection on practice. collaboration. professional conversation—accessing our own knowledge and the knowledge of peers. moving out of individual and isolated space. extending understanding of practice through critical discourse. planning and initiating some form of action for change. distributed leadership. A new report "Teacher Inquiry in the BCTF: A focus for supporting teachers’ professional development" has recently been produced by a working group with reps from local presidents, PD chairs, several BCTF committees, and BCTF staff. The report links inquiry to BCTF goals and objectives as contained in the "Support for Teaching and Learning Action Plan." It also reviews recent literature and considers how to support teacher inquiry in more BCTF locals. Check out the report on the Teacher Inquirer web page: bctf.ca/publications/TeacherInquirer.aspx Other Teacher Inquiry at the BCTF Pilot projects in three BCTF locals VESTA—exploring inclusion and equity issues The VESTA inquiry project emerged through the union’s call for teachers who wanted to pursue their interest in the area of inclusion. Eight teachers who articulated questions about various aspects of inclusion were invited to an initial meeting. The first meeting generated an animated discussion about the challenges of teaching diverse learners, especially without the needed supports in place and with too many needs in one place. Teachers have met several times this year and have decided on a range of approaches in which they reflect on and discuss meeting the needs of diverse learners. One interesting discussion emerged around the issue of being part of a "leaderless" group. The teachers talked about how they so rarely had the opportunity to direct their own professional lives that it was not an easy or a comfortable role to slip into. The VESTA inquiry group has met four times and has set up a schedule of monthly meetings. North Vancouver—using inquiry, specifically collaborative dialogue models, to sustain a culture of professional development that fosters teaching and learning practices This pilot study engages teachers, school administrators, the NVTA, BCTF, district co-ordinators, and senior administration in a common inquiry around what a system can do when its staff works together around a common goal: to promote ongoing, powerful professional development that will sustain the work of the district’s five-year Instructional Institute with Barrie Bennett. Collaborative conversations, led by members of the pilot group and held in schools and groups throughout the district, have been the main strategy for assessing the use of the teaching strategies and for surfacing key professional approaches to use in expanding the circle of teachers and schools involved with this work. Some of the questions being considered include: How can we build community within our own school? How do we get all members of an educational community to feel valued in order to promote dialogue and make everyone feel empowered? How do we overcome barriers in order to make collaboration happen? What are the conditions that promote powerful learning environments? The group will meet six times and are preparing to host a joint session, using conversation model, at the culmination of their inquiry. Kootenay-Columbia—considering how to support new teachers in secondary schools In the Kootenay-Columbia project, the inquiry group is a younger group of teachers, and demonstrates that union-led inquiry can attract new and younger teachers into union offices and activities. The areas of focus have ranged from the pragmatic (teaching strategies and district policies) to a more esoteric discussion on the future of teaching, using a chapter from an Andy Hargreaves book (Teaching in the Knowledge Society) as a basis for discussion. Meetings alternate between the local teacher association office and a school district centre, and both the local president and the district assistant superintendent have been involved in setting up the program and supporting the group. Program for Quality Teaching (PQT) Background The BCTF’s Program for Quality Teaching (PQT) provides teachers, through the process of peer mentoring and collaborative inquiry, a framework within which they can engage in inquiry of their own and each other’s professional teaching practices. Supportive, learning-focused mentoring gives teachers an opportunity to assess current practices and to thoughtfully adapt elements of new programs into their classrooms. It is through this approach to the study of teaching that discovery of new educational knowledge emerges for the benefit of immediate colleagues and teachers elsewhere. The PQT also provides opportunities for sharing professional knowledge gained by practitioners acting as classroom researchers through action research and models of teacher inquiry. PQT is based on the principles of collegiality, mutuality, and supportive professional relationships. Participants become equal partners in pursuit of strengthening their practice and advancing their profession. In addition, the PQT develops a network of teachers who are interested in sharing the results of their professional explorations beyond their immediate colleagues. Many teachers practicing PQT gain a deeper understanding of the practical, theoretical, and personal meaning of their approaches to teaching through structured, systematic action research projects. Some teachers are celebrating their professional experiences through publishing their narratives in Voices of Teaching, Teacher Inquiry, Fraser-Cascade, Teacher Research in the Backyard, and Teaching for Social Justice. PQT provides a natural forum where teachers might share the results of their classroom research with other teachers, and thus expand the professional dialogue beyond the school. BCTF research projects 2007–08 A Vancouver Elementary school staff’s inquiry into their use of interactive whiteboards. This is a joint project with UBC faculty.  Mentoring/professional conversation project for resource teachers, Kamloops (2008)   An inquiry study of teacher leadership (2008). In this research we are linking teacher leaders from BC with an Aboriginal teacher leader in Hobart, Australia, and a deputy principal in Scotland. All three teachers are working within the teacher union in their respective countries. New Teacher Inquiry web page launched by the BCTF This web page provides a place for teachers to publish their inquiry reports, as well as accessing information about Teacher Inquiry. While still at a very formative stage, the Teacher Inquirer was launched with reports from teacher researchers in Chilliwack. Check out the new web page: bctf.ca/publications/TeacherInquirer.aspx. – Charlie Naylor, Nancy Hinds, Jane Turner, Marian Dodds)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/IS-news.aspx?id=27262,International Solidarity News Vol. 7, No. 4, March 2012  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources   For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development International Solidarity News archives 2012-13 2011-12    Home > Publications > Newsletters and Alerts > International Solidarity News > 2011-12 Archive   International Solidarity News Vol. 7, No. 4, March 2012 * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * Contents  Teaching for Transformation International Forum, public meeting on April 12  Colombia—most dangerous place to be a union activist  BC teachers making a difference, globally  Tri-National Coalition Conference in Defense of Public Education  Volunteers for Education Beyond Borders (EBB)  * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * TEACHING FOR TRANSFORMATION INTERNATIONAL FORUM, PUBLIC MEETING ON APRIL 12  Many of the unions in Latin America are engaged in pedagogical reform movements. About 25 union leaders and researchers from around Latin America will be in Vancouver for a conference, sharing information about their resistance to neo-liberalism and talking about their work on transformative pedagogy. A panel of these folks from Latin America will be speaking at a public meeting at 7:00 pm on Thursday, April 12 at the BCTF building. The address is 550 West 6th Avenue in Vancouver. The Olympic Village Canada Line stop is right across the street from the BCTF building. More information is available online at http://bctf.ca/SocialJustice.aspx?id=6292. The event will be in Spanish with English translation. * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  COLOMBIA—MOST DANGEROUS PLACE TO BE A UNION ACTIVIST Union activists in Colombia have been targets of assassination—especially teacher union activists. The Colombian government has approved legislation to provide reparations for families of individuals who have been killed or forced into exile. In order to receive recognition and reparations, a case has to be built through investigations and reports. The region in Colombia with the most violence against unionists is Cordoba—at least 95 teachers have been assassinated since 1995, including several in the past year. The regional union, ADEMACOR, applied to the BCTF International Solidarity Fund for resources to support a team of investigators to gather the information required. A grant of $10,000 was approved to support this process. ADEMACOR will provide the BCTF with a report on the process. Related articles are accessible on the “Making a difference globally” web page; scroll down to “Colombia”. * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  BC TEACHERS MAKING A DIFFERENCE, GLOBALLY  Many BCTF members have been active in global education in their classrooms, as well as in international projects. The International Solidarity Committee held a workshop in February as an opportunity to share information about the work of the BCTF program, as well as that of CoDevelopment Canada and Education Beyond Borders, both of which are supported by the BCTF International Solidarity Program. An article about the day by Janet Nicol is available on the BCTF website at http://bctf.ca/uploadedFiles/Public/SocialJustice/Programs/ISP/MakingDifferenceGlobally-2012.pdf . The workshop was available on live streaming video for people not able to get to Vancouver for the session. An archived version can be viewed at http://www.ustream.tv/recorded/20377221. The International Solidarity Program is interested in receiving reports on school projects with a global focus to share with colleagues on the BCTF website. We are redesigning the international section to make resources more readily accessible. If you have a story about a project, refer to http://bctf.ca/forms/share.aspx to share it, or get in touch via InternationalSolidarity@bctf.ca. You can read about projects already reported-on at “Teachers and students making connections”, http://bctf.ca/SocialJustice.aspx?id=20912. * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  TRI-NATIONAL COALITION CONFERENCE IN DEFENSE OF PUBLIC EDUCATION  The Tri-national Coalition, which includes teacher union activists from Mexico, the United States, and Canada, is holding its 10th conference. The Coalition has been in existence since the creation of NAFTA led to a desire to share experiences of how neo-liberal policies are affecting public education in each of the three countries. Each of the conferences to date has provided a platform for deepening understanding of how globalization is having an impact on education. The conference this year is being held in Mexico City on May 17 to 20. Topics at the conference include the economic crisis and its impact on education, indigenous education, standardized testing, and pedagogical alternatives. More information is available on the web at http://www.trinationalcoalition.org/index_en.html. * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  VOLUNTEERS FOR EDUCATION BEYOND BORDERS (EBB)  Education Beyond Borders is looking for teachers who want to work on projects over the summer holiday.  EBB has been offering a developmental professional development program in South Africa and Kenya for several years. As the projects develop the capacity to sustain themselves, the EBB support moves to new areas. They are looking for volunteers who want to bring their skills and commitment to EBB projects. EBB can be found on the web at http://www.educationbeyondborders.org/  * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  INTERNATIONAL SOLIDARITY E-MAIL LISTS   Know anyone who might be interested in receiving the BCTF’s International Solidarity News in their e-mail? It comes out about once a month. To subscribe, send an e-mail request to InternationalSolidarity@bctf.ca. Get on the CoDevelopment Canada Partners in Solidarity newsletter list by going to their website at http://www.codev.org/codev2/. The Vancouver CIDA office has a monthly newsletter that provides updates on international development events and activities in the region as well as opportunities. Send a request to azita.alavi@acdi-cida.gc.ca to get on the list. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=15656&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2008 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 20, Number 6, April 2008  "Mon auteur préféré—c’est un auteur francophone!" Créer une passion pour la lecture dans une classe d’immersion par Alicia Logie ´ Je déteste la lecture- surtout en français! C’est ennuyeux!" ´Je n’ai jamais lu un bon livre en français" Je ne sais pas combien de fois j’ai entendu ce genre de commentaires dans ma classe d’immersion au secondaire, pour ensuite me préparer à expliquer les avantages de "lire même si vous ne l’aimez pas!". Ça fait déjà plusieurs années que je n’entends plus ces commentaires, et je ne force plus les élèves à lire par punition. Après tout, combien de livres est-ce que j’ai aimé qu’on m’ait forcé à lire? Puis-je me rappeler plusieurs occasions où, après avoir terminé un roman, j’ai pensé avec enthousiasme "Excellent! Maintenant je peux écrire un rapport de lecture!" ou encore "Quel plaisir! Un paquet de questions auxquelles je dois répondre!". Je sais que ces tâches auraient enlevé tout le plaisir de lire un bon récit. Bien sûr, en enseignement, nous ne sommes pas libres de tout simplement faire ce qu’on aime, ou ce que les jeunes aiment. Nous nous intéressons surtout à ce que nos jeunes APPRENNENT. Mais, ces deux concepts, doivent-ils s’exclure mutuellement? Les élèves d’immersion, peuvent-ills aimer la lecture en français?  Un de nos buts en immersion est de motiver les élèves à utiliser leur français après que la porte de la salle de classe se ferme derrière eux pour la dernière fois. Dans ce dessein, un des points d’accès le plus simple est la lecture en français. Nous devons instaurer chez les jeunes une passion pour la littérature dans leur langue seconde. Pas facile vous dites! Je partage votre point de vue, mais laissez les élèves et de bons livres en français vous convaincre que c’est possible! Il y a plusieurs années, inspirée par le travail de Nancy Atwell, enseignante américaine, j’ai transformé ma classe en ´ atelier ª de lecture et d’écriture. Les concepts clés dans l’œuvre d’Atwell : la modélisation, le temps, le choix, et l’interaction avec le texte et entre lecteurs. Sa philosophie a pour cible, d’engager les adolescents dans leur propre apprentissage en littératie. Elle encourage les élèves à faire ce que les vrais lecteurs adultes font : choisir leurs propres lectures, lire à leur rythme souvent en partageant leurs pensées et leurs commentaires avec d’autres adultes et si le livre leur plait, le recommander à un ami. Pour les élèves c’est souvent le contraire. L’enseignant choisit le livre, (interdit de laisser tomber) leur dit combien de pages à lire chaque soir et ne leur donne pas le droit de lire plus loin (même si le livre est fascinant!) -une recette parfaite pour qu’ils détestent lire en français! Le choix  Pour que les jeunes en immersion commencent à aimer lire en français, il faut leur donner un choix de bons livres qu’ils auront tendance à aimer! Au début c’est l’enseignant qui doit recommander les bons romans mais, rapidement, ce doit être les jeunes qui commencent à recommander des titres. Une communauté de lecteurs se construit à force de les laisser partager leurs critiques et leurs intérêts. Ils découvrent la pertinence de la littérature dans leurs vraies vies! Les élèves doivent avoir le droit d’abandonner un livre qui ne les intéresse pas ou qui est trop difficile. Il est essentiel par contre, que l’enseignant ou l’enseignante continue à leur lancer des défis : d’autres genres de livres ou un roman encore plus difficile, et ce au lieu de les laisser lire ce qui est le plus facile. Le choix libre motive plus souvent les jeunes à lire au delà de leur niveau de lecture tout simplement parce que le roman est fascinant. Avant tout, il faut que les enseignants modélisent la lecture de bons romans en français, en lisant pour, avec et devant les jeunes, les livres qui les intéressent. Enseignement explicite  Afin de montrer aux élèves comment questionner leurs livres, interagir avec le texte et les comprendre à fond, je construis des mini-leçons pour alimenter les périodes de lecture et de discussion en classe. Les sujets variés de ces leçons viennent souvent directement des questions et des commentaires des élèves dans leurs journaux de réflexion et non pas de leçons de grammaire ! En effet les romans existent plutôt pour communiquer les idées et raconter les histoires (pas pour démontrer les structures grammaticales) les mini-leçons traitent plutôt du style de l’auteur, de la reconnaissance de l’effet des mots choisis, de la manière de trouver les thèmes du roman, de l’interaction entre les personnages et de la structure de l’intrigue du livre. Avant tout, il faut montrer aux élèves comment réfléchir et parler de leur roman et surtout comment en choisir un autre qu’ils aiment encore plus. Le temps  Et oui! Tout ce beau travail de trouver le plaisir dans la lecture nécessite du temps. Les jeunes ont besoin de temps pour trouver les livres qui font rire, qui font pleurer, qui font peur, qui caressent le cœur et qui stimulent l’imagination. Il leur faut du temps pour découvrir les livres qui les passionnent et ceux qu’ils détestent et pourquoi. Le temps consacré à la lecture en salle de classe est essentiel à ce processus. Trop souvent la lecture devient un devoir et le temps important en classe est réservé pour les tâches importantes! Si nous respectons la lecture comme activité essentielle au curriculum et encore, comme habileté utile dans la vie, nous sommes obligés de consacrer une place importante à la lecture en salle de classe. Le temps privilégié pour les élèves de se perdre dans un récit fabuleux, et dans un espace où personne ne les dérange, pour une petite demi-heure tranquille... Ces moments n’arrivent pas souvent dans la vie d’un adolescent! Si on leur donne le choix, le temps, une façon d’en parler et de partager leurs lectures avec une communauté de lecteurs aussi engagés qu’eux, ils peuvent arrêter de lire assez longtemps pour dire ´ Je ne pensais jamais que je pourrais autant aimer un livre! Je ne peux pas arrêter de le lire ª (extrait du journal d’un élève). C’est ce qu’on veut comme enseignants d’immersion n’est-ce pas? Alicia Logie, conseillère pédagogique, Surrey.)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "Eid Mubarak to all those celebrating in BC!" @bcliberals - 06:52pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7946,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 5, March 2005 Literacy–The way it was meant to be by Sheila Stokes Increasingly, primary teachers in our province are being pressured to turn away from developmentally appropriate literacy instruction and assessment in order to box children into categories. The most disturbing of these categories is the "at risk" label we are being asked to apply to four- to eight-year-olds in terms of their intellectual development, specifically, the acquisition of literacy. Literacy assessment and evaluation of our youngest learners is intended not to lump children into an at-risk category but to provide the youngest learners with a variety of experiences in a print-rich, active environment, where there is a healthy balance of instruction and play. It is vital that we remind ourselves that the Primary Program is still the mandated document that provides the foundation for instruction, assessment, and evaluation in our classrooms. There are still five goal areas on which to focus, only one of which is intellectual development. One branch of intellectual development is the acquisition of literacy skills. One way we can assess the growth and development of reading, writing, listening, and speaking skills over time, is to use the B.C. Performance Standards: "The B.C. Performance Standards have been developed for voluntary use in B.C. schools... [they] are intended as a resource to support ongoing instruction and assessment." These performance standards were written to provide an example of behaviours that may have developed in most learners by March or April of the school year. Unfortunately, the four categories of the performance standards—exceeds expectations, fully meets, meets expectations, and not yet within—are beginning to drive the categorization of the youngest learners and are the unsubstantiated basis of a 4–3–2–1 numeric equivalent. These numeric equivalents are now being collected electronically by school districts and the Ministry of Education and used to reflect student achievement in literacy. The quantification, collection, and misuse of this data is causing many teachers concern. How do we defend the rights of young learners to have the time they need to develop literacy and a love of learning? First of all, we remind ourselves that the Primary Program is our document and that we have the responsibility to continue to practise using it. We need to remind ourselves that there are three basic principles of learning: Learning requires the active participation of the student. People learn in a variety of ways and at different rates. Learning is both an individual and a group process. What does a rich language arts program look like, when built upon these three basic principles? It takes many forms in many classrooms and is delivered by a variety of talented primary teachers. In 27 years of teaching, I have developed a variety of ways of working with children, learned from observing master teachers, team teaching, reading, and attending workshops. I am responsible for being familiar with the curriculum and intimately familiar with the Primary Program. I constantly assess and change my methods of instruction according to the needs of my learners, but my main goal is to deliver a program that moves each child along the continuum of her or his own learning. Language arts occurs in my multi-aged, Grade 1 and 2 classroom, with abilities ranging from gifted to developmentally delayed but integrated for 90% of the school day. We usually begin the day with a whole-group literacy focus. It may take the form of a cloze message whereby I systematically deliver phonics instruction. We may have a guided writing session where I share the pen and have children write on a particular topic on chart paper. It may be theme related or take the form of special person’s news. Again, systematic phonics, grammar, and punctuation instruction take place at this time. Each day, we interact with books as often as possible. For at least 20 minutes a day, each child reads individually. Some children choose their own books, and some require my guidance. Each child is aware of her or his own instructional reading level and is encouraged to read within a range of two or three levels. After each child has practised a passage, the children read aloud during reading circle where we break into three or four multi-ability groups, each facilitated by one child who is responsible for inviting each individual to read and then later thanking them for reading. Reading materials are sent home for home-reading practice. Children also borrow books from our class library and visit the school library once a week for sign-out and every two weeks for a story with the teacher-librarian. Individual writing often occurs in journals and is either on a topic of choice or is assigned by me reflecting a current science or social studies theme. Spelling in the first draft is phonetic, and each child practices one or two words I have chosen from her or his writing to create an individual spelling program. Some children write and publish their own stories, using standard spelling and literary form. My children have 45 minutes of activity time daily. Our class has a sandbox and a painting easel, literacy centres, a home centre, and a variety of other centres and activities from which they freely choose. Children have the right to play. To protect the rights of the child to learn actively, socially, individually, and in a variety of ways, we need to remember that we are professionals who believe in and deliver a first-rate primary program. We must protest reporting on the rich and varied growth and development of our youngest learners by boxing them into 4–3–2–1 slots. Sheila Stokes teaches at Kay Bingham Elementary School, Kamloops, and is president of the Kamloops-Thompson Primary Teachers’ Association. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media last tweet "" @ - 12:00am Follow @ last post "" facebook/ - Jan 1st Like Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12730,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 1999 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 12, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 1999 President’s message It’s not often that someone’s comments at a local teachers’ union meeting move me to tears, but it just about happened in Campbell River early in October. I was attending the first Teacher Forum, and I was pleased about the large number of members who had taken time from their busy schedules to come talk with me—they were talking and I was listening and taking notes. Their comments, on a broad range of issues, were often provocative and always thoughtful. Thirty-one colleagues made presentations at that meeting. As you might expect, most of them talked about bargaining and salaries, accreditation, standardized testing, and the use of professional development days. Then a fellow at the back of the room got up and changed the subject a bit. He said that BCTF had done good work in social justice over the years. He was concerned, however, that we are missing a new and important reality. A third-world economy is developing in Canada. He worried that many of our students are graduating into a society in which they can only expect $7.50-an-hour jobs at the Superstore. He reminded us that we need to be concerned about the future of these students if we are going to be responsible teachers. He argued that fairer distribution of the wealth of our society is an important issue for teachers. All the BCTF members in the room were quiet and respectful as he spoke. When he finished, there were many nods, a short silence, and further talk about more traditional topics. When we introduced the Teacher Forums, we hoped they would motivate our members to think deeply and seriously about our Federation. If the Campbell River forum is any indication, that’s exactly what’s happening. I want to thank that eloquent colleague for his important reminder, and I want to thank each of you who participates in the consultation process for helping to build a stronger BCTF. David Chudnovsky Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=25061,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 4, January/February 2012   Thousands of kids left behind by governing Liberals  By Noel Herron   The decimation of special needs infrastructure over 11 years continues unabated, with increasing child poverty now added to the list. After a decade of systematically denying over 20,000 of BC‘s most vulnerable kids the support they need, once again, the province’s governing party with its recent “offer” of $30 million in a class organization plan for the next school year continues with its egregious policy of keeping the instructional door slammed shut on thousands of this province’s neediest students. The 20,000 school-aged kids denied help over the past 11 years is, at best, a very conservative estimate based on the documented 12,400 overcrowded classrooms with four or more students with IEPs, plus the growing backlog of designated and undesignated students across the wide spectrum of special education and learning services in public schools. Add to this the recent upswing of school-aged children living in poverty— now in excess of 20%—and this number would jump considerably. In 2002, Education Minister Christy Clark’s sledgehammer legislation in the form of Bills 27 and 28, proved to be two of the most regressive pieces of education legislation affecting class size and composition this province has ever seen. And the BC Liberals fought tooth and nail for seven years, all the way to the Supreme Court, only to have their legislation rejected as unconstitutional and illegal with the government ordered to rectify its unfair strategy within a calendar year. Hence the current “negotiations” at a separate provincial table by George Abbott’s representatives, and the paltry offer of the return on $30 million the next school year (2012–13) as part of a three-year class organization plan to replace the $340 million cut over 11 years. Lacking agreement with the BCTF, one can now anticipate the Liberals to table a so-called “corrective” class organization bill in the next legislative session. Significantly, no attempt was made to remedy this situation during the current school year— with an interim special needs measure to address the backlog of overcrowded classrooms—underlining the ongoing reluctance of the Liberals to fully recognize the cumulative damage that Bills 27 and 28 have had on our schools. Apart from a vague and grudging reference to “doing the right thing“ by teachers in response to Madame Justice Griffin’s devastating Supreme Court order, Christy Clark, now our premier, has yet to apologize to students, teachers, and parents for the deep cuts that have denied them a fair shake. (Contrast that with the personally hand-delivered letter of the newly elected Alberta Premier, Alison Redford, to the Alberta Teachers’ Association (ATA) promising the restoration of $100 million in education funding in that province.) These two pieces of legislation have systematically decimated BC’s special education infrastructure, built up carefully over four decades, and turned the official policy of integrating students with special needs in mainstream classrooms on its head. Across the board, the kids currently in our public school system who lost the skilled instructional support of upward of 1,500 learning specialist teachers will never again have the opportunity to recover their instructional losses as they struggled to keep abreast of their peers. There is simply no going back for the thousands of kids who have struggled over the past decade. Thousands, who have now left the system, were denied the opportunity they urgently needed at a crucial time in their lives, while others today still struggle, often with anguished parents pleading for help. The documented presence of more than four students with special needs in 12,400 overcrowded, regular classrooms without the assistance of trained education aides, frequently leads to attentional disruptions. This has made a mockery of the integration of students with special needs, one of the most enlightened reforms in public schools in four decades. It has also placed hundreds of homeroom teachers in an instructionally untenable situation. Whereas with skilled assistance before cuts, many of these kids were able to work successfully at or near grade level. Among the thousands of kids still left behind or shunted aside by the system are: kids with mild to severe learning difficulties; kids with mild to severe behaviour problems; refugee and immigrant kids needing added ESL assistance; First Nations kids; impoverished kids in inner-city schools and in schools with large numbers of kids living in poverty; and the so-called “grey area” kids who do not fit into rigidly discrete categories as defined by the ministry. Cuts to teacher-librarians has had a negative impact on school literacy services, while the sharp and puzzling increase in the number of students in the Autism spectrum area has placed added pressure on schools unable to provide even minimal support. The needier, identified kids who gain entry to special education classes were, on occasion, denied the full help of special education assistants because of restricted hours and inadequate pay, making it difficult for boards to hold on to skilled education assistants. Worse still, the kids who did not gain entry to various special education classes languished in regular classrooms and continue to sit on growing wait-lists and frequently slip backward. Now an appalling year-long, or even longer, wait list for diagnostic testing is the order of the day. Some schools have simply given up in maintaining viable waiting lists. And the annual September school organization plans, with their fragmented and disappearing teaching positions, have frequently become an organizational nightmare for both teachers and principals. As these cuts have deepened, back-up special education professional development workshops for teaching and non-teaching staff have simply died on the vine while entry-level teachers struggle to replace more experienced colleagues. The governing party’s policies, starting in 2002 onward with cuts to inner-city programs and to the long-established network of community schools across the province, helped pave the way to the current crisis in child poverty. (Gordon Campbell’s 2008 “replacement” for community schools was the beguiling, puffed-up but ultimately phoney “Neighbourhoods of Learning” project—in reality it amounted to nothing more than setting aside a single room for community use in some schools). The annual, end-of-September, formal signing-off of overloaded individual and district school organization plans, misleadingly denoting teaching-learning situations as “satisfactory”—and demanded over the past decade of principals, superintendents, and school trustees—is a perversion of openness and accountability in our public schools. This mandated requirement precluded any objections at a later date by senior staff and explains, in part, the silence at the top around what continues to be untenable teaching-learning environments. Leaving it to the official representative of teachers—the BCTF, and more recently to individual teachers and a few principals to speak out publicly in the face of a worsening situation, points to an abdication of responsibility from trustees on down. The new and patently superficial BC Education Plan, recently released by Education Minister George Abbott, long on jargon and short on deliverables, not to mention its zero budget, makes no mention of class size and composition and is a classic example of a studied avoidance of practical and genuine education reform. Given the special needs collapse of the past decade, it takes enormous chutzpah for Victoria to make references to “effective intervention strategies and supports available to teachers, students, and parents” in its new plan. Talk to parents of kids with special needs who have sat for 18 months on school waiting lists for diagnostic testing about “effective intervention strategies” and they will openly scoff at the ministry’s new technological plans for “renewal” especially, the hyperbolic reference to “personalized” learning for every student. Where does this leave us now?   Students with special needs, in the broadest sense of the word, after a decade of willful neglect and given what appears to be the near collapse of separate provincial negotiations, are still a very long way away from receiving the court-ordered help required and also the broadly based assistance that a compassionate society should provide to meet the changing and diverse needs of all our kids.  Noel Herron, former school principal and school trustee  Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=26851,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > April 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 6, April 2012   1990s-level tax rates could pay for improved pubilc education  By Krishna Pendakur   The province says we are broke. We cannot afford to spend more money on K–12 education, we cannot afford to increase teachers’ wages or hire more teachers to make classes smaller. Over the past decade, teachers’ wages in British Columbia have fallen farther and farther behind those of their colleagues in other provinces, and classes in BC have become larger. I know—I’m married to a teacher who has worked in BC for nearly two decades. And I work at a university, where you see the same trends. It is hard to look at BC schools nowadays and come to the conclusion that we are overspending on either too much quality or quantity; rather, we see big classes, poor infrastructure, and teachers who feel vilified and underappreciated. Private schools advertise their small classes, computerized classrooms, and effective teachers. And parents have responded by voting with their feet: enrolment in private schools has risen steadily over the past two decades. But, rich parents who can afford private schooling are not the only ones who value these attributes in schools—everyone does. However, the claim that we cannot afford to offer good K–12 education in our public schools is misleading. What we really mean is that we don’t value our children enough to spend what it takes to have a really good public education system. The fact is, governments choose how much revenue to raise on the basis of how much publicly provided goods and services we want to have. The two choices—tax rates and public spending—are one and the same. When we choose low taxes, this is the same as choosing less, or lower-quality, public goods and services. For the past 15 years, the trend in provincial and federal tax rates has been downward. In 1995, the highest tax rate in BC on personal income was about 56%; now, it is about 46%. In the mid-1990s, income from investments was taxed at three-quarters the rate of income from work; now investment income is taxed at half the rate of labour income. These changes have dramatically reduced the tax burden on upper-income people (who get more of their income from investments) relative to middle-income people. These changes have also reduced the revenue coming to government coffers, and consequently reduced the quality and quantity of healthcare, education, and other public services. Not only have tax rates fallen, driving down total government revenue so that it seems harder to fund education, but among the things governments spend money on, healthcare has crowded out education. For three decades provincial governments have prioritized publicly funded healthcare over publicly funded education. Whereas 25 years ago, health and education absorbed about the same fraction of provincial budgets, nowadays we spend nearly twice as much on health as we do on education. This has caused intergenerational inequity as we spend madly on the elderly and are miserly with the young. Schooling is the best investment that we can make as a society. Most rich countries have ramped up spending on education over the past three decades. Investments in a skilled and learning-engaged workforce pay off for many decades into the future. Of the $40 billion the government of BC spends every year, less than one-fifth is spent on K–12 and post-secondary education. In the mid-1990s, the government allocated nearly one-third of its total spending on education. The fact is that we choose how much to tax ourselves and therefore we choose what kind of public schooling we can offer. If we want good schooling, we have to pay for it. If we want small classes with well-paid professional teachers and up-to-date infrastructure, all we have to do is pony up the cash. Indeed, this is the choice that richer parents increasingly make when they send their children to private schools. Simply switching back to the tax rates we all paid in the late 1990s would be more than sufficient to improve public schools.  Krishna Pendakur, professor of economics, Simon Fraser University  Reprinted with permission.   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=18262&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 6, April 2009  President’s message By Irene Lanzinger While most teachers in BC enjoyed a well-deserved spring break, almost 700 delegates gathered in Vancouver for the 2009 Annual General Meeting of the BCTF. It always amazes me that so many teachers give up their holidays so willingly, even enthusiastically, to make critical decisions on behalf of their colleagues. I sometimes worry that no one will show up but the delegates always arrive. You can depend on teachers to care about what is happening in their union and in public education. This AGM had many important issues to consider. We decided to leave the premier’s Learning Round Table. The round table was set up as part of the settlement of the strike in October of 2005. It has only ever been a public relations exercise for the government. At the last meeting, the minister of education stated that BC has the most comprehensive and transparent data collection system for class size and composition. As a math and science teacher, I like data more than most people. The problem is, that is all the round table has ever done—collect data. The process has never produced any additional resources to lower class sizes or provide more support for students with special needs. We will continue to meet with government, partner groups, and other allies to press the need for greater funding for public education, but not at the round table. If the round table could not produce a single extra dollar for resources to help students in three-and-a-half years, there is no reason to expect anything to happen there in the near future. The AGM also made the decision to continue our campaign to eliminate the census administration of the Foundation Skills Assessment test. We will be calling on government to implement a two-year moratorium on standardized tests including the FSA and Grade 10, 11, and 12 exams. We will also be asking government to establish a Testing and Assessment Task Force to analyze the educational value of existing local and provincial assessment instruments and to examine models of testing and assessment that enhance student learning. We are very willing to discuss with government and others, how to develop assessment tools that help our students learn and honour teachers’ professional autonomy. In addition to these critical decisions, the delegates at the AGM debated many other significant issues—bargaining, ethical investing of our pension fund, and the difficult issues facing teachers teaching on call. Over the course of the four days at the AGM, I had the opportunity to speak with many teachers. I was particularly pleased to see a large number of younger delegates. Some of them were attending the AGM for the first time, and some are already well on their way to becoming experienced activists in the BCTF. They are energetic, intelligent, principled, and enthusiastic. We can rest assured that our future will be in good hands.)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/issues/resources.aspx?id=10816&printPage=true,Teaching to Diversity resource inventory:Learning Assistance – Introduction  	Untitled Page  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Issues in Education > Inclusive Education > Teaching to Diversity Learning Assistance – Introduction Learner Needs Profiles     Designations      Documentation/Forms    Who is the Learning Assistance Teacher? Definition: Learning Assistance is a school based, non-categorical service designed to support teachers and their students. Clientele may embody the full range of diversity, ranging from mild to moderate learning and adjustment needs. In smaller districts, this could embrace students with both low and high incidence disabilities, depending on the number of students and the number of specialists the district is able to hire. (Special Education Services: A Manual of Policies, Procedures and Guidelines) A Quick Guide to Learning Assistance Terms  What qualifications does a LAT have? LATA supports the following qualifications as outlined in the Special Education Services: A Manual of Policies, Procedures and Guidelines manual: strong interpersonal, communication and collaborative skills expertise in a wide range of teaching and management strategies knowledge of methods for evaluating and selecting instructional materials suitable for students with a variety of special needs ability to carry out a variety of assessments, including classroom observation, administration and interpretation of norm-referenced assessment instruments to curriculum-based assessment and diagnostic teaching methods ability to contribute to the development, implementation, and evaluation of an IEP in consultation with classroom (teacher(s), parents, students and district and community resource personnel broad knowledge of B.C. Curriculum As well, LATA strongly suggests that we work toward: all LATs having a minimum of two full credit courses in Learning Assistance all LATs new to the position having a two-year graduate diploma in Learning Assistance comprehensive in-service support be available to all teachers. Such opportunities are critical to keeping up with changes in education. Also, see Manual of Policies Procedures and Guidelines Special Education Services of B.C. for qualifications suggested by the Ministry of Education. What does a LAT do? When a teacher notices that a student is struggling and a referral is made to the LAT, support may include: Writing adapted and modified IEPs Meeting with parents, teachers, counselors, administrations, special services personnel, outside agencies and other community programs coordinators Observing the student, administering curriculum-based and/or Level “B” assessments Collaborating with teachers and helping staff Chair the School Based Team Offer extra help before school and during lunch Provide small group instruction/support in the classroom depending on school’s model Be prepared to adapt and modify materials and know the curriculum Be familiar with “tried and true” resources that can be used for adapting/modifying curriculum Set up meetings with specialists ie. School Psychologist, speech/language pathologist Other activities such as overseeing the One-to-One Literacy program and school-wide reading assessments. Checking student records and preparing file-summaries See Learning Assistance Description. See Student Advocacy. What does “service delivery” look like? See Learning Assistance Service Delivery. What should I do if the student I work with continues to struggle? See Identification/Designation Process. How often are reports to parents given? 3 formal written and 2 informal reports to parents informal reports may include conferences, telephone conversations, notes, etc. (Ministry Guidelines for Student Reporting) What does the Learning Assistance Teacher’s Timeline looks like? See Learning Assistance Timeline   Updated June 2011 )
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=21667,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > October 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 23, Number 2, October 2010   Looking back  70 years ago At the last convention in Vancouver at Easter, 1940, there came into existence an organization for which there has been a crying need ever since teaching began in this province. I am referring to the formation of the Rural Teachers’ Association. No body of teachers in British Columbia has ever existed, which has worked for less remuneration, and under such difficult conditions as the rural teachers of this province; and no body of teachers has ever been less vocal than this same group. Can it be that this group are all endowed with a martyr complex, and regard the conditions under which they work as a just reward and adequate recompense for their toil? This I doubt very much. – October 1940, The BC Teacher   50 years ago At retirement the teacher receives a Retirement Allowance consisting of two parts, the Service Pension and the Annuity. The amount of the Service Pension depends solely upon the teacher’s length of service in British Columbia public schools. Present rates are $3 per month ($36 per year) in recognition of each year of service up to 20, and $4 per month ($48 per year) in recognition of each year of service beyond the twentieth. – Sept./Oct. 1960, The BC Teacher  30 years ago Since the nutritional value of a food varies inversely with the amount spent on advertising it, one must look askance at the “sponsors” of nutrition education. Teachers can obtain McDonalds Action Packs on Nutrition, which have mimeograph stencil masters with the McDonalds arches on every page. The Planter’s Peanuts Guide to Physical Fitness and Nutrition states that “Boys need to be physically fit so they can compete in sports and later can compete in society. Girls need to be physically fit because it makes them more attractive.” On the lighter side, the National Soft Drink Association credits the major nutritional contribution of soft drinks to pop’s high water content. However, it is still possible to get unflavoured, un-sugared, un-additived and un-dyed liquid from the tap. – Sept./Oct. 1980, The BC Teacher  10 years ago There has been a lot of talk in the media that the provincial class-size language does not allow for flexibility in class-size numbers and that school administrators have to move students to different classes or different schools, which can be disruptive. The fact is that any class-size number would create that same problem as long as administration keeps staffing schools in June with every class filled to the maximum or very close to the maximum, leaving no room for new students when they arrive in September. – October 2000, Teacher newsmagazine   Compiled by Chris Bocking, Keating Elementary School, Saanich    Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "#FunFriday Fact: #BC has the highest small business employment in Canada. October is Small Business Month! Check out: http://t.co/20bcLmlvFP" @bcliberals - 03:55pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Foster parents are ordinary people engaged in extraordinary acts of kindness. Join the team! http://t.co/6jUkcsOp6V" @Teresa_Wat - 04:31pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/ResearchReports.aspx?id=5612&printPage=true,BCTF > 96ei03, School Organization Alternatives  	BCTF Research Reports  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Research Reports BCTF Research Report Section XII 96-EI-03 School Organization Alternatives: A Consideration of Year Round, Shift, and Extended Day Options A report prepared for BCTF Research by Dale Gregory, Coquitlam INTRODUCTION The provincial government has become concerned about the high capital costs for acquiring school sites and building new schools or replacing old schools. They have developed a multi-pronged program to reduce those costs. They recently introduced legislation, including the School Site Acquisition Act and an act to set up a leasing arrangement of school buildings from private builders in a type of partnership arrangement, to try to reduce these costs. The other aspect of this program--the one which will affect students and teachers to a much greater extent--is the idea of "efficiency scheduling." This latest buzzword from the Ministry is used to encourage school districts to economize on the use of school buildings by putting more students through the building in a given time through a variety of changes to the school organization. The three choices that have been offered to achieve this efficiency scheduling are: year-round schools shift extended day. While the only apparent advantage of any of the choices is that more students go through the building in a given time period, there are a number of general concerns with all three alternatives. There is more "free time" for students, either before, during, or after the school day. This creates additional supervision problems for teachers and administrators. The amount of time available for teachers to work with students outside the classroom situation is limited or affected. Extra-curricular activities such as clubs, intra-murals, and sports teams can be affected, curtailed, or eliminated completely. Teacher timetables will also be affected by these changes. Their teaching time will either be compressed by the shift option or spread out by the other two options. Considerable vigilance would have to be exercised to ensure that contracts protect the working conditions of teachers in these situations. Administrators and teachers would be required to spend more total time on the job with any of the choices, and building maintenance and security would also be a concern. YEAR ROUND SCHOOLS (YRS) I do not propose to spend much time on this option. There is considerable research and information available on this topic. Charlie Naylor, of BCTF Research and Technology, has done three papers on this topic which highlight the major features. The Ministry has also contracted a literature review on year-round schooling, which is very biased toward the Ministry position. From the governmentís perspective, the multi-track option is the only one that meets the criteria for "efficiency scheduling." This means that a percentage of the students, depending on the number of tracks, is on holiday while the remainder are in school. This, of course, creates a group of students who have "free time" while others are in the classroom. The extra supervision, and problem with dealing with these students when they come back to "visit" the school, is increased by the fact that the school may have no jurisdiction over them because they are "on holidays" and not registered in school. There is also the problem of athletes, drama students, student council members, etc., having activities that they would participate in occurring while they are on holidays. What is the status of these students? This type of situation could create problems and increase teachersí workload considerably. A number of school districts in the province are presently on pilot programs investigating the possibility of a YRS system. An interim report to the District 43 School Board by a committee made up of teachers, administrators, students, CUPE reps, trustees, and district staff is worth reading. There is presently only one school in the province on the YRS system, an elementary school in Williams Lake, but it is on a single-track schedule. The single-track schedule is of no benefit to the government, because no money savings are made. SHIFT Historically, shifts have been used to house a group of students while a new school was being completed for them. This often happened in areas of high growth, and before the use of portables. The only advantage of this option was that more students could be accommodated in one building, but it would fulfill the criteria of "efficiency scheduling." The disadvantages of this option include a very early start and finish for some students, and a late start and finish for others, a shorter time in class for all students, no extra-curricular activities, a large group of students on "free time," no space or time for individual help by teachers, and little time for building maintenance. This organization has been used for a specific reason in the past and could be offered as an option for the governmentís cost- saving program, but my opinion, based on experience with it, is that it is the worst of the three options for school organization. EXTENDED DAY My opinion, based on experience with two of the options, and extensive reading of material on the third option, is that the extended day is the best choice if a school is "forced" into efficiency scheduling. My experience with extended day comes from 15 years of teaching at Centennial School in Coquitlam. I propose to outline the schedule for Centennial, only as an example of the multitude of extended day schedules that are already in existence in many schools in the province. Centennial is a semestered school for Grade 11 and 12 only, with a total of almost 2,000 students. There are no bells and no common lunch hour. The timetable is the same for each day and is as outlined below: Block A     08:00 - 09:15 a.m. Block B 09:20 - 10:35 Block C 10:40 - 11:55 Block D 12:00 - 01:15 p.m. Block E 01:20 - 02:35 Block F 02:40 - 03:55 The variations on the schedule are for shortened days for assemblies and for staff meetings. On these days the classes are 55 minutes long and start on the hour. Assemblies are held between 11:00 a.m. and noon on Assembly Days, and staff meetings are held after class at 2:00 p.m. on Staff Meetings Days. Classes start each day at 8:00 a.m. With the introduction of Career and Personal Planning (CAPP) and other 2-credit courses, the school has adopted a Day One - Day Two schedule with the 2- credit courses being offered on alternate days. Teacher loads are an important aspect of the extended day. Up until a few years ago teachers at Centennial had only three classes per semester. Teachers in each department have always had considerable say in what their timetable would be in terms of starting time, finishing time, and courses. Departments always worked out problems in department meetings. A teacher would normally finish teaching at 2:40 if they taught their first class at 8:00. The contract in Coquitlam stipulates that each secondary (grades 8-12) teacherís weekly hours of instruction shall not exceed 25 hours and 45 minutes. (Hours of instruction include preparation time, scheduled tutorial and examination time.) At Centennial this means that in addition to in-class instruction, teachers are required to do some tutorial work to fulfill their hours of instruction time commitment. When teachers had three classes per semester, they were expected to do tutorials for 45 minutes each day. Due to decreases in funding and a change to the pupil/teacher ratio in Coquitlam, teachers were assigned more classes. At the present time, teachers teach 3 classes per day in one semester and have 45 minutes of tutorial per day in that semester. In the other semester, teachers now teach 3.5 classes. The .5 class is either a CAPP class or a 2-credit class, or is a full semester class that is shared with another teacher. The result is that for a part of this semester the teacher is teaching 4 classes, on an alternate-day schedule for the CAPP or 2-credit classes, and every day for a reporting period, unit, or half of the semester, depending on the decision made by the sharing teachers. In this situation, very little time is left for tutorial (some 8 minutes per day on the days the teacher is only teaching three classes). In Table 1 I have attempted to outline some of the advantages and disadvantages for the groups that are affected by these organizational changes. This list is not all-inclusive, but does reflect my 15 years of experience with this option in one school. CONCLUSION My biggest concern regarding any change in the organization of a school is that all of the affected groups are consulted and support the changes that are to take place. It is my opinion that the extended day is the best of the three options that I have looked at in this paper. Teachers who would be affected by an organizational change that would increase efficiency in the schools, in terms of the numbers of students put through the facility, should ensure that there is contract language to protect their hours of work and their working conditions. Table 1 Group Advantages Disadvantages Teachers * more flexibility * breaks between classes * more planning time * choice of start time * choice of finish time * longer class period * more space possible * no common lunch hours * lack of contact with some staff * longer day * noise in the halls from free students * union meetings hear to hold * department meetings hard to hold possible contract problems Students * some choice of start time * some choice of finish time * study time between classes * athletes have no Block F class * no common lunch hour * noon-hour activities gone * noice in hall disturbs class * early start for some * late class not popular Administration * more students in facility * administration costs down * less portables needed * parent concerns re. student free time * longer hours on the job * more free students to worry about Summary Centennial Extended Day -- Grades 11 and 12, semestered Block A     08:00 - 09:15 a.m.     No bells Block B 09:20 - 10:35 No common lunch hour Block C 10:40 - 11:55 Block D 12:00 - 01:15 p.m. Block E 01:20 - 02:35 Block F 02:40 - 03:55 Alternate day -- Day 1, Day 2 for CAPP and 2-credit courses Shortened days: Assemblies     11:00 - 11:55 Staff meetings 2 p.m. Classes 55 minutes long Teacher Load -- 25 hours, 45 minutes per week 3.5 classes in one semester     3 in other semester 0.5 class shared, or a CAPP class or 2-credit course some tutorial time required (45 minutes/day) part of semester, 4 classes per day alternate days with CAPP or 2-credit unit or reporting period with shared class some tutorial time required on days with 3 classes (8 minutes) teachers in departments establish timetables and loads)
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(20140925,www.bcpsea.bc.ca,http://www.bcpsea.bc.ca/bc-teachers/collective-agreements/provincial-collective-agreement.aspx,BC Teachers Collective Agreement 2006-2011 | BCPSEA  Provincial Collective Agreement The Provincial Collective Agreement (PCA) between the BC Public School Employers’ Association and the BC Teachers’ Federation expired June 30, 2013. The parties are currently in negotiations.  Provincial Collective Agreement 2011-2013 (PDF 438KB) Teachers Overview Teacher Collective Bargaining Collective Agreements Provincial Collective Agreement School District Working Documents Salary Grids Collective Agreement Administration Bulletins Workplace Safety Benefits Buying Group Media Facebook Twitter LinkedIn YouTube RSS Feeds Teachers Teachers Support Staff Exempt Staff Publications Learn and Connect Resources About Us Home Members Login Contact Us Sitemap Contact BCPSEA Address: 400-1333 West Broadway, Vancouver BC V6H 4C1 T: 604.730.0739 F: 604.730.0787 EMAIL: contact.us@bcpsea.bc.ca © 2014 BC Public School Employers' Association. Cancellation and Refund Policy | Privacy Policy | Terms and Conditions Vancouver Web Design  by Graphically Speaking)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11192&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2002 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 14, Number 4, Jan./Feb. 2002 Why business wants privatized education by Rod Albert You can almost see them rubbing their hands with glee, bouncing up and down like Scrooge McDuck in his vault. On October 10, 2001, a cross-section of for-profit education providers attended the 5th Canadian Education Industry Summit in Toronto. This is what they heard: According to Merrill Lynch, education opportunity globally is approaching $3 trillion annually —$60 billion in the U.S. alone. Fifty-five million students attend schools in North America. Even with the General Agreement on Trade and Services (GATS), education is one of the least liberalized services and has not been opened up to real trade yet. Education is open to GATS only if a country is prepared to put it on the table. Most countries fear a loss of cultural control and have not risked opening that Pandora’s box. Since 1989, Canada’s export trade in education has remained at about $500 million annually. The main source of revenue in educational trade is from foreign students who attend Canadian schools. Private universities are growing in the United States. Prior to September 11, education was the major issue for the Bush administration. E-learning has not been the "money-pony" market forecasters thought it would be two years ago because students overwhelmingly prefer "bricks-and-mortar" education. In 2000, total education industry revenues topped $100 billion in the U.S., and 8% growth over 1999. Main revenue sources were childcare, with $22.6 billion, instructor-led training, with $17.3 billion, and post secondary, with $9.3 billion. In the K–12 market, charter school revenues continue to grow rapidly, increasing by 49% in 2000 to reach $610 million. As strongly as charter schools have performed, most firms have yet to turn a profit. It is postulated that financial success in this market will ultimately depend upon the ability of charter schools to demonstrate that they can improve academic performance relative to their public-school counterparts. It is expected that the $5 billion testing and assessment market will grow by 10 to 15% annually over the next three years as performance-based evaluations become more prevalent. The childcare industry was described as a cottage industry with only 7% of childcare centres in the U.S. operated by national chains. Conclusion: There is still "much market to conquer." With neo-conservative friends like Premier Harris and Treasurer Flaherty, one can see why private business and corporations providing educational services such as teacher testing expect to receive even more government dollars, which would otherwise go directly to public schools! Rod Albert is an executive assistant with the Ontario Secondary School Teachers’ Federation. Reprinted from Update, newsletter of the OSSTF, Nov. 6, 2001.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/francais.aspx?id=4590&printPage=true,BCTF > Instructions concernant la lettre de présentation  	Programmes et services français  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Français Instructions concernant la lettre de présentation Voir aussi Le CV et Le CV électronique  La lettre de présentation est votre première chance de faire bonne impression. Elle vous présente à l’employeur, met en lumière votre expérience et vos qualifications qui se rattachent à un poste spécifique, et aide à animer un entretien personnel. La lettre de présentation devrait être personnalisée en fonction de l’organisation. Une lettre de présentation permet à l’employeur de savoir pourquoi vous souhaitez vraiment travailler pour l’organisme. Quand vous montrez que vous connaissez l’organisme et ou ses politiques ou programmes, c’est un signe que vous cherchez sérieusement de l’emploi. Une lettre de présentation non personnalisée vous place dans le même groupe que tous les autres candidats. But de la lettre de présentation  Amener l’employeur à vous prendre en considération parmi des centaines d’autres candidats. Répondre à la question de l’employeur : Pourquoi devrais-je engager cette personne ? Format de la lettre de présentation Un document commercial, poli, concis, formel Une page, de quatre ou cinq paragraphes de longueur Demande d’emploi (en réponse à une annonce spécifique de poste) Demande d’information (pour informer de votre disponibilité en l’absence d’annonce d’un poste spécifique). Conseils pratiques pour la lettre de présentation À faire  À éviter  Utiliser la voix active (j’ai présenté…) Un emploi excessif de « Je » Utiliser des verbes d’action Utiliser des contractions Veiller à écrire une lettre, brève et simple Utiliser le liquide correcteur Être convaincant Écrire des corrections à la main Vérifier que la lettre est soignée, propre et sans erreur Faire une déclaration trompeuse Employer un style poli, formel Exagérer vos qualités et expérience Être positif et avoir une attitude officielle Fournir une information négative Être honnête Télécopier votre lettre de présentation et CV, sauf si l’employeur en fait la demande Imprimer la lettre de présentation et le CV sur le même papier, de bonne qualité Envoyer votre lettre de présentation et CV par courrier électronique sauf si l’employeur en fait la demande Adresser la lettre de présentation et le CV dans une enveloppe ( assortir le papier à lettres, si possible)   Facultatif : Utiliser un papier à lettres avec en-tête personnel sur la lettre de présentation et sur le CV pour mettre votre demande en relief.   Contenu de la lettre de présentation Demande d’emploi (poste annoncé)  Demande de renseignement (aucun poste annoncé)  Adresser la lettre de présentation à une personne spécifique. Adresser la lettre de présentation à une personne spécifique. Indiquer qui vous êtes et ce que vous désirez. Paragraphe d’introduction : Deux ou trois phrases Indiquer le poste qui vous intéresse (comprendre l’information de référence fournie dans l’annonce). Dites pourquoi vous désirez travailler pour cet employeur (personnalisation).   Indiquer qui vous êtes et ce que vous désirez. Paragraphe d’introduction : Deux ou trois phrases Indiquer le genre d’emploi que vous recherchez. Dites pourquoi vous désirez travailler pour cet employeur (personnalisation).   Qu’est-ce qui vous démarque des autres ? Corps de paragraphe(s) : Trois à cinq phrases Soulignez la correspondance qui existe entre vos qualités et expérience et celles demandées par l’employeur (selon les termes de l’annonce). Indiquez à l’employeur comment vous répondez à leurs attentes.   Qu’est-ce qui vous démarque des autres ? Corps de paragraphe(s) : Trois à cinq phrases Donner un aperçu d’ensemble de vos antécédents professionnels. Montrer que vos qualités et votre expérience correspondent à celles demandées pour le type de poste qui vous intéresse.   Comment continuer ? Paragraphe de conclusion : Deux à  trois phrases Demander un entretien personnel Fournir le numéro de téléphone de votre domicile, de votre travail, de votre portable et votre adresse de courrier électronique où l’on peut vous joindre. Indiquer quand vous suivrez par un coup de téléphone, et, alors, n’y manquez pas ! Remercier l’employeur de prendre votre demande en considération.   Comment continuer ? Paragraphe de conclusion : Deux à trois phrases Indiquer que vous espérez discuter des possibilités d’emploi avec l’employeur. Indiquer la date et l’heure à laquelle l’employeur peut vous appeler. Fournir le numéro de téléphone de votre domicile, de votre travail, de votre portable et votre adresse de courrier électronique où l’on peut vous joindre. Remercier l’employeur de prendre votre demande en considération.   Utiliser une formule standard de salutations : Veuillez agréer, etc. Utiliser une formule standard de salutations : Veuillez agréer, etc. Signature : Ne pas oublier de signer la lettre. Signature : Ne pas oublier de signer la lettre. Modèle de lettre de présentation Votre nom    Numéro d’appartement, rue, ville, Province, Code postal Domicile : 604-123-4567 Télécopie : 604-890-1234 Bureau: 604-567-8900 Date   Nom de l’agent du personnel (orthographier le nom correctement)  Titre de l’agent du personnel Conseil scolaire Rue, Ville (province) code postal   Madame OU Monsieur, (selon le cas)    Paragraphe d’introduction Identifiez l’emploi pour lequel vous soumettez votre candidature. Faites référence à l’annonce. Si une connaissance personnelle dans le conseil scolaire vous a parlé du poste, mentionnez la personne par son nom. Si vous vous informez s’il y a des postes possibles, indiquez le type de poste que vous recherchez. Indiquez pourquoi vous postulez un poste dans ce conseil scolaire.   Corps de paragraphe(s) Soulignez que vos qualités et votre expérience correspondent à celles requises par l’employeur. Se rapporter à l’annonce, le cas échéant. Dites à l’employeur pourquoi vous devriez être contacté pour un entretien personnel.   Paragraphe de conclusion : Demandez un entretien pour le poste annoncé ou indiquez que vous espérez discuter de possibilités de poste. Permettez à l’employeur de vous contacter facilement.     Je vous remercie à l’avance de l’attention que vous apporterez à ma demande et vous prie de recevoir, Monsieur OU Madame, l’expression de mes sentiments respectueux.   Votre signature  Votre nom dactylographié   Pièce jointe (votre CV)  RÉFÉRENCES Guide pratique de recherché d’emploi. Emploi Québec. Guide des candidats – Outils et astuces pratiques. Le chemin de fer CN.  Cover Letter Refresher Course. Peter Newfield, Monster résumé centre.  How to write a cover letter. Eric R. Anderson, Capital University.   Write a Cover Letter. Trinity College, Career Services.  )
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=31329&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2013 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 26, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 2013   Operation Solidarity 30 years later  By Ken Novakowski   Sometimes significant actions or events occur that alter the course of history and the evolution of organizations and movements involved. The solidarity actions of 1983 did that. Solidarity mobilized tens of thousands of people in a common cause, created new and broad coalitions of labour and community, and took the province to the brink of a general strike. And teachers and the BCTF played a central role in that struggle. In the early 1980s, Margaret Thatcher and Ronald Reagan sought to reverse the post-war advance of progressive ideas adopted by Western democracies, including Canada; ideas like human rights, fair labour standards, public healthcare, and so on. Instead, they re-introduced the right-wing agenda of previous generations that limited the role of government and let the market dictate how the needs of people would be met through private enterprise. In BC, Premier Bennett and his cabinet, heavily influenced by the Fraser Institute and the academic architect of the new right-wing economic agenda, Milton Friedman, tabled 27 bills in the legislature on July 7, 1983, that visited that right-wing agenda upon the unsuspecting people of BC. Those bills, never mentioned in the election held on May 5, stripped human, workers’, women’s, and tenants’ rights, and slashed social programs. And Bill 3 would allow school boards to lay off teachers arbitrarily without reference to seniority. The response of the labour movement and social-action community was swift. Within weeks of the legislative assault, the BC Federation of Labour organized a new labour front called Operation Solidarity that included all organized workers in BC, including the BCTF. Community groups (human rights, women’s rights, anti-poverty, tenants’ rights, students, seniors, and environmentalists) joined together in a Solidarity Coalition. Never before in this province had labour and community united so actively around a common agenda created by opposition to the 27 bills. In August, 50,000 people attended a protest rally at Empire Stadium and in October, 80,000 people were marching through downtown Vancouver in the largest political protest in BC history, right past the assembled convention of the BC Social Credit Party at the Hotel Vancouver. Operation Solidarity, the union front, had developed a plan to have different sectors of the labour movement walk off the job joining striking government employees already on strike, in a phased action that would eventually see the entire province shut down. Teachers were now in a leadership role, as they and other education workers were in the first sector slated to walk out November 8. Only a year earlier, in February 1982, teachers in a province-wide referendum had turned down asking for the right to strike as a means of resolving bargaining disputes. Teachers had very limited bargaining rights; only salaries and bonuses, and inconclusive negotiations automatically went to binding arbitration. And when school support staff workers took strike action, teachers crossed their picket lines and carried on teaching. They did refrain from doing any of the work of their striking colleagues but schools remained open and carried on. So it was a dramatic turnaround when in November 1983, teachers voted to give their president Larry Kuehn and the Executive Committee the authority to join the solidarity strike. On November 8, teachers went out. After three days on the picket line, November 8–10, Operation Solidarity negotiated a resolution with the premier. The deal provided some improvements in rights for unions including the right for teachers to negotiate seniority/severance agreements. But, unfortunately, it left most of the other bills, the assault on the social-safety net, intact. People were back at work on November 14. Labour’s partners in the Solidarity Coalition felt betrayed by this deal. And so did many teachers, who were inspired to act in the first place by their sense of social injustice. The momentum and raison d’etre for solidarity was gone. But, the Solidarity Strike of November 8–10, 1983, dramatically changed teachers and the BCTF. It heightened teachers’ trade union consciousness; teachers would no longer cross any picket lines. Teachers were now able to negotiate seniority and severance in their agreements, the first expansion of bargaining rights in close to 50 years. And teachers would achieve full bargaining rights four years later and subsequently affiliate with the BC Federation of Labour. Thirty years after the solidarity experience, the same right-wing agenda is being pursued by the BC Liberals, creating an increasingly unequal society where the rich are getting very rich, the poor very poor, and the middle class is disappearing. If there is a lesson from the solidarity experience, it is that there is strength in labour and community organizations working together. Such solidarity is necessary if we are to end the assault on rights and social programs in this province. Labour and community need to build a people’s agenda for change that will create a more equal and fair society for all. They can demonstrate the value of unity and solidarity by defining a common cause for which we all want to fight, together. _______________ Ken Novakowski, BC Labour Heritage Centre chair and BCTF past-president.   )
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=20590,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > March 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 5, March 2010  BCTF Advantage By Patti McLaughlin There are three exciting new partners in the Advantage Program Marketplace. New this spring are: Fountain Tire—with 40 locations throughout BC. Fountain Tire is offering several valuable ways for teachers to save on car-care costs. SleepCountry Canada—with many stores throughout BC, they have a valuable incentive for teachers. Salin Acupuncture—Salin Webb is a registered acupuncturist and doctor of traditional Chinese medicine. She offers a significant savings for teachers. So far, we have nearly 20 Marketplace partners offering Advantage Program members substantial discounts on a wide variety of services and items. If you have a suggestion for a potential new partner, please contact the program co-ordinator, Patti McLaughlin, pmclaughlin@bctf.ca. Great news for TTOCs At its January meeting, the BCTF Executive Committee approved an extended health and dental plan for TTOCs. The program will launch March 6—the first day of the AGM—and TTOCs will be able to apply, on-line, for extended health and/or dental coverage through the BCTF Advantage Program website. A nation-wide search was conducted for a suitable Canadian carrier for TTOC coverage. There were many considerations—cost, extent of coverage, medical questions, online applications, customer support to name a few. The best offering for TTOCs was made by Manulife, and the program will be live, online by spring break. More information will be disseminated at the AGM for delegates to bring back to their respective locals, and the Advantage Program Subcommittee will be working with the TTOC Advisory Committee to assist in getting information about this plan to all who are eligible for this offering. There will be a representative from Manulife at the BCTF Advantage Program display area at the AGM, and all TTOCs are welcome at the Hyatt to gather information about extended health and dental coverage. Please watch the BCTF Advantage Program website for more information. Go to bctf.ca and click on the BCTF Advantage logo. – Patti McLaughlin Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141006,globalnews.ca,http://globalnews.ca/tag/bc-teachers-strike/util/datetime,BC Teachers Strike | News, Videos & Articles Your Region: National BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg On TV: Global National Sections National National sections Locals Local sections Watch Watch sections Search Canada Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released Sections Health Money Consumer Tech Entertainment Environment Science Lifestyle Sports Featured Canada World Politics Investigations Canada Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released Your Region National Change BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Health Money Consumer Tech Entertainment Environment Science Lifestyle Sports Jump to a Region National BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Man trying to reach Bermuda in inflatable bubble rescued by Coast Guard Schedule NowGlobal National 7:00pmEntertainment Tonight More Programs Global National The West Block 16x9 The Morning Show More Personalities Dawna Friesen Carolyn Jarvis Liza Fromer Tom Clark More News Major snowfall covers N. Manitoba Entertainment ‘Gone Girl’ wins weekend box office News Journalist with Ebola arrives at US hospital Canada Quebecor sells off Sun newspaper chain News Crowdfunded bus debuts in Toronto Entertainment Depardieu reveals past as escort, thief Canada MPs debate motion for airstrikes in Iraq Sports NBA extends television deals for 9 years Trending Maple Syrup Heist Hong Kong protests Iraq crisis Luka Magnotta Ebola outbreak enterovirus D68 Ukraine Retail Wars http://globalnews.ca/tag/bc-teachers-strike/"> News Live blog Daycare Options Wages Class Size What is E80? Class Composition Video Latest BC Teachers Strike Videos 02:08 News Hour BC Inner city teacher turns to crowdfunding for needy kids 01:59 News Hour BC Back to school, three weeks late 01:27 News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Will the school year be extended? 02:39 Noon News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: What can kids expect? 02:19 News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Results of the vote tonight 05:03 Noon News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Teachers voting today 04:12 News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Big questions remain 10:13 BC 1 BC teachers dispute: Union leader Jim Sinclair weighs in on deal 03:10 Noon News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: BCTF urged to vote yes 03:11 News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Deal details 01:44 News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Deal reaction 01:44 News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Back to school shopping 01:57 News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Finally, a tentative deal 06:59 BC 1 BC teachers dispute: Is it a good deal? 05:21 BC 1 BC teachers deal: Is the new deal affordable? 06:34 BC 1 BC teachers dispute: What will the school year look like? 15:57 News Hour BC Press conference: BCTF president Jim Iker on tentative deal 02:11 Global National BC teachers strike: Tentative deal reached, school may start Monday 15:20 News Hour BC Press conference: Premier Christy Clark and Peter Fassbender on tentative deal 06:31 BC 1 BC teachers dispute: Press conference review Latest BC Teachers Strike News Global News October 5, 2014 10:07 pm Coquitlam teachers fighting over pay Lori Leonard thought the protests were behind her, but the Coquitlam teacher is dusting off her picket sign once again. Continue reading → BC 1 September 27, 2014 2:02 pm Cheques for school strike money to be mailed in late October Cheques for the $40 a day promised to parents of children aged 12 and under during the education dispute will be mailed out in late October. Continue reading →   What is this? Branded content is written by or on behalf of our sponsor and not by Global News' editorial staff. If you'd like to learn more... What is this ? X What is this? Branded content is written by or on behalf of our sponsor and not by Global News' editorial staff. If you'd like to learn more... More stories below Global News September 24, 2014 1:34 am Children at Silverdale Elementary return to class in middle of construction site Students at Silverdale Elementary, a small school in Mission, have started off their year on a construction site. Continue reading → BC 1 September 22, 2014 7:50 pm Elementary school teacher sets up crowdfunding page for classroom supplies For teachers, going back to school also comes at a cost. Continue reading → BC 1 September 22, 2014 8:10 am BC teachers’ strike: Will the school year be extended? Public school students will be back in classrooms across B.C. on Monday amid lingering questions about how the education dispute will affect the school year. Continue reading → BC 1 September 20, 2014 1:36 pm B.C. students getting ready to go back to school on Monday Shoppers are expected to be out in droves this weekend across B.C., stocking up on school supplies. Continue reading →   What is this? Branded content is written by or on behalf of our sponsor and not by Global News' editorial staff. If you'd like to learn more... What is this ? X What is this? Branded content is written by or on behalf of our sponsor and not by Global News' editorial staff. If you'd like to learn more... BC 1 September 17, 2014 7:23 pm B.C. teachers ponder tentative deal ahead of vote The initial euphoria of getting a negotiated deal in the bitter B.C. teachers’ strike has worn off and now more than 40,000 union members are tallying their wins and losses before voting on the contract. Continue reading → BC 1 September 17, 2014 2:00 pm Questions about Pro-D Days in B.C. as tentative deal reached in dispute But for school districts that have Pro-D Days scheduled for Monday, many are wondering if those will be rescheduled or cancelled so the kids and teachers can get back in the classroom as soon as possible. Continue reading → More stories below BC 1 September 17, 2014 8:30 am Teachers to vote on tentative deal on Thursday: the details Here is what is known about the tentative six-year deal between the BCTF and government that teachers will vote on this Thursday Continue reading → Global News September 16, 2014 10:49 pm Full text of communication to teachers from the BCTF Read the full text of the e-mail that the BCTF sent to B.C. teachers today after the announcement of a tentative deal. Continue reading → Load More Popular Now Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released 20224 How does Ebola spread? 5 things you need to know 18659 Accused Madeleine McCann Twitter troll found dead 9985 Ebola: 5 reasons why an outbreak is highly unlikely in Canada 7298 UPDATE: What’s the best, cheapest Canadian cellphone plan out there? 5891 Featured Content Canada Ebola: 5 reasons why an outbreak is highly unlikely in Canada What are the chances of an Ebola outbreak taking off in Canada? It isn’t likely, according to experts. And here are a number of reasons why. Continue reading → Environment Are we in the midst of a mass extinction? There have been 5 mass extinctions — the loss of 75 per cent or more of the world’s species — in Earth’s history. Scientists now believe that we are at the early stages of the sixth. Continue reading → Health Lab-grown penises may soon be ‘ready for testing’ on humans Researchers in North Carolina say penises grown in laboratories could “soon be ready for human testing,” offering hope for men who have had traumatic injuries or penile cancer. Continue reading → Canada Meet Rachel Parent — the teen fighting for GMO labelling in Canada Rachel Parent is a 15-year-old activist. Her goal: mandatory labelling in Canada of all genetically modified organisms, or GMOs that are found as ingredients in food. Continue reading → Canada Abandoned puppies on the mend Twenty hungry, cold and flea-infested puppies found in a Saskatchewan field are now being nursed back to health at Battleford’s Humane Society. Continue reading → Science Everything you need to know about Wednesday’s lunar eclipse On Oct. 8, Canada will be treated to its second lunar eclipse of the year. Find out what you can expect. Continue reading → Canada Can homegrown food win the climate change war? Wondering what’s the single most effective way to combat climate change? Plant a garden. Continue reading → Canada 16×9: An investigation into illegal lumber Timber thieves are stealing wood from the Russian Far East, processing it in China and then shipping it to North America, a 16×9 investigation has found. Continue reading → Highlights Hounds of Parliament: As commuting cyclist and budget watchdog, Frechette must make his presence known Frechette draws a line distinguishing his personality as a cyclist and as the parliamentary budget officer. But surely there’s a parallel between the assertive man he is on a bike and in the role of PBO? Continue reading → Email alerts Sign up for FREE daily Globalnews.ca newsletters and breaking news alerts Email Address National Daily News National Breaking News By clicking on the submit button, I have read, understood and agreed to our privacy policy Twitter Follow globalnews 9 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews UPDATED: Nurse in Spain is 1st #Ebola infection outside West Africa glbn.ca/ClOKv 35 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews USA Swimming suspends #MichaelPhelps for 6 months glbn.ca/ClLU9 pic.twitter.com/nqC3dQ3NhL 35 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews Hillary Clinton: military action against ISIS “critical” and “essential” globalnews.ca/news/1600343/w… #cdnpoli Jump to a Region BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Connect Facebook Twitter Google+ RSS Contact Us Global News About Us Privacy Policy Principles & Practices Terms & Conditions Copyright Shaw Media Advertise Open Data © Shaw Media Inc., 2014. All rights reserved. Follow Follow “Global News” Get every new post delivered to your Inbox. Join 3,820 other followers Powered by WordPress.com Shaw Connect Expand News Entertainment Entertainment Home Celebs Movies TV Music Living Lifestyle Food Home & Living Sports Money Tech Travel Breaktime Autos Watch TV Online All Sites Global Global News Food Network HGTV History Television Showcase Slice DTOUR ET Canada National Geographic Movietime Lifetime H2 DIY Action NG Wild Mystery IFC BBC Deja Vu Twist)
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(20140925,betterschoolsbc.ca,http://betterschoolsbc.ca/?popupbbu362Anchor,Homepage | Better Schools BC Skip to content Better Schools Futures on the Line Consequences of Cuts Building Blocks Shared Stories Enter Come inside to find out how to help make BC schools better.   Better Schools A message from Teachers Futures on the Line Consequences of Cuts Building Blocks to Better Schools Why I Teach My Favourite Teacher We can't leave kids waiting   Too many BC kids are coping with crowded classrooms, long waits for help, and outdated textbooks, computers and resources. That's just not good enough. We can't leave students waiting.   TV Ads Watch the Videos Classroom Investments Classroom Investments Waiting... for smaller classes Waiting... for smaller classes Waiting... for a teacher librarian Waiting... for a teacher librarian Waiting... for a counselor Waiting... for a counselor Waiting... for special needs support Waiting... for special needs support   “Sharing” – as seen during the 2013 Super Bowl “Sharing” – as seen during 2013 Super Bowl No team can do their best without the support they need – and that's as true in a school classroom as it is on the field. Let's make sure BC kids have the individual attention, support and resources that will help them succeed.   Futures on the Line We all know our children's future – and our province's prosperity – rely on a quality education today. But unless we reverse 12 years of provincial cuts and neglect, our schools can't deliver the education BC students deserve. Crowded classrooms: Government cuts have left BC with the highest number of students per educator in Canada. Just to reach the national average, we'd need to hire 6,600 more. Help for students with special needs: In just five years, the number of classrooms with four or more students with special needs has jumped by more than 3,000. But with 770 fewer special education teachers and 120 fewer counsellors, the wait for assessment and help keeps getting longer. Classroom resources: BC ranks dead last in Canada in investments per student. And we've lost nearly one in three teacher-librarians over the past decade. This is what the provincial government wants to lock in for the next 10 years. That's not good enough. We can't leave kids waiting. The numbers tell the story Did you know... Per-student funding in BC is almost $1,000 less than the national average? Or that BC would have to hire 6,600 more teachers today just to get to its student-to-teacher ratio to the national average? Find out more about BC education numbers — and the story they tell — by taking a 'scroll' through this carousel. BC now almost $1,000 below national average in per-student funding Our schools are getting worse for BC students... when our future depends on them getting better. Today in BC, per-student funding has fallen to almost $1,000 below the national average — the worst funding in Canada. Source: BCTF calculations with data from Statistics Canada (2013), Summary Elementary and Secondary School Indicators for Canada, the Provinces and Territories 2006/07 to 2010/11, Table 21 BC the only province to get rid of teachers While all other provinces are hiring teachers, over the past five years BC is the only province to see a net loss of teachers — as a result of chronic underfunding of public education. In all, over the past 12 years BC has lost 3,500 teachers, including 1,500 specialist teachers. Sources: BCTF Research table, with figures from the BC Ministry of Education (2002, 2012) Staff by Year and Program Code (unpublished Form 1530 data) BC has the highest student-to-teacher ratio in Canada BC's student-to-educator ratio has ballooned to become the highest in the country and, as this graph shows, well above the national average. That's what happens when you're the only province in Canada getting rid of teachers. In fact, to bring our student-to-teacher ratio down to the national average, BC would have to hire 6,600 more teachers today. Source: BCTF Research table For 2001/02 to 2007/08 figures, see Statistics Canada (2010), Summary Public School Indicators for Canada, the Provincies and Territories, 2001/02 to 2007/08—Table A.14 For 2006/07 to 2010/11 figures, see Statistics Canada (2013), Summary elementary and Secondary School Indicators for Canada, the Provinces and Territories, 2006/07 to 2010/11, Table 13 Classroom composition issues skyrocket The number of classes in BC with four or more students with special needs (those students entitled to an Individual Education Plan, or IEP) has increased dramatically over the past half-dozen years. Class composition issues make it harder for every student to get the one-on-one time they need. Source: Figures from BC Ministry of Education (various years). Overview of Class Size and Composition in BC Schools BC education funding not keeping pace with national growth This graph shows that, during the last decade, investments in BC's public schools fell from above Canada's GDP to well below it. Sources: Statistics Canada (2010): Summary of Public School Indicators for the Provinces & Territories, 2002/03 to 2008/09 Statistics Canada (2011): Summary of Public School Indicators for the Provinces & Territories, 2005/06 to 2009/10 Better Classrooms for BC Kids BC's teachers are working with parents, schools and the employer on solutions that build on our public schools' strengths and makes kids and classrooms the priority. And it's not too late for the provincial government will work with us too, instead of locking in 12 years of cuts and neglect for another decade. It all starts with restoring funding to education and investing more in kids and schools. That will give BC schools the resources to make real progress on three key priorities – and make a huge difference for students: Restore class size limits, so teachers can give every child more individual attention Provide more assessment and support for all students with special needs, so every child can succeed Place learning specialist teachers in every school, so all students can benefit from counselling, teacher-librarians and other learning supports Consequences of Cuts Kids pushed to a lower priority. How? 10 years ago, education made up 20% of the provincial budget. Today, it’s only 15%. Real cuts can be felt in the classroom: Funding has fallen as a share of the provincial economy. In fact, BC’s education funding fell behind the rest of Canada’s in 2002/03 — and we’ve lagged ever since. Neighbourhood schools closed doors: Nearly 200 schools have shut down. The result: more crowding in other schools and longer bus rides and distances for students to travel. Fewer teachers mean less individual attention: The rest of Canada is gaining teachers — while BC is losing them. Enrolment decreased in all provinces except Alberta between 2005-06 and 2009-10. Yet most provinces hired more educators. Overall the number of first-time educators increased by about 5% but decreased in BC by 2%. Kids with more needs but no extra resources: Demands on schools are increasing in several high-cost areas. For instance, not counting the gifted program, there were 1,560 more students in special education programs in 2011-12 than in 2001-02. It's harder for kids to learn: school districts are struggling to make up for funding shortfalls. There are fewer teachers, larger classes, shorter school weeks and more closure days. And budget cuts mean outdated textbooks and inadequate supplies.   Timeline: How did we get here? Apr 17, 1998 Jan 25, 2002 Sept 27, 2005 Oct 7, 2005 Sept 8, 2006 June 8, 2007 Apr 1, 2011 June 24, 2011 Feb 28, 2012 Mar 5, 2012 Apr 1, 2012 June 1, 2012 June 26, 2012 May 24, 2013 Apr 17, 1998 Teachers give up any salary increases for two years to negotiate smaller classes for all grades, more support for special needs kids and more learning specialist teachers in schools to help make schools better for BC kids. Jan 25, 2002 Gordon Campbell’s Liberal government, with Christy Clark as Minister of Education, illegally tears up teachers’ collective agreements.   Bills 27 and 28 eliminate protections on class size and composition, cut support for kids with special needs, and strip teachers of bargaining rights. This move slashes $336 million annually from public education…devastating cuts that continue to affect kids, teachers and schools. Sept 27, 2005 With no new agreement at the beginning of the school year, and the government refusing to negotiate, teachers vote to begin job action. Their primary bargaining issues become achieving more help for kids with special needs, preventing community schools from closing, negotiating for reinstated caps on class size and composition, and wages and benefits.      Oct 7, 2005 Despite looming fines, teachers vote 90.5% in favour of withdrawing services: to both stand up for their students and to protest the Liberal government’s introduction of Bill 12…legislation that circumvents open negotiations. The teachers’ protests last two weeks – as they continue to advocate for better schools. News stories each day mention waves of parent support as they walk picket lines alongside teachers and bring food to those on the line in solidarity. Sept 8, 2006 A new five-year agreement is reached. It gives teachers a very modest salary increase. Lowest paid districts receive slightly more.  June 8, 2007 The Supreme Court of Canada declares the BC Liberal government’s 2002 Bill 29 unconstitutional and affirms that workers’ rights to collectively bargain their working conditions are protected by the Charter of Rights and Freedoms.  Apr 1, 2011 BC Supreme Court rules 2002’s Bills 27 and 28 unconstitutional for removing teachers’ bargaining rights and stripping guarantees for class size and support for students with special needs. The government is given one year to remedy the injustice and reinstate bargaining rights. June 24, 2011 With the government refusing to negotiate on the key issues of class size and composition, 90% of teachers vote “yes” in a province-wide vote to begin job action and withdraw administrative work in September. Feb 28, 2012 The Liberal government introduces a new Bill 22, prohibiting teachers from bargaining on key issues like class size, composition and staff levels — and demands a two-year wage freeze. The government threatened to impose contract conditions and prevent further job action.   Mar 5, 2012 Teachers begin a legal three-day strike to protest the government’s refusal to negotiate class size and other key issues. By now, there are 12,000 overcrowded classrooms in BC (including those with four or more students designated with special needs) and students are waiting years for special needs assessments.  Apr 1, 2012 Bill 22 passes. Government imposes fines that threaten to cost the teachers more than $20 million a day for any additional striking. But the key issues teachers are standing up for remain unresolved. So, with few other choices, teachers make a difficult decision and vote in favour of suspending their volunteer work on all extracurricular activities.  June 1, 2012 BCTF files court action over the failure of government to address the BC Supreme Court's ruling that they restore bargaining rights on key issues like class size, composition and staffing levels. June 26, 2012 Teachers cooperate with government-imposed mediator and sign a contract; but, problems like class size, composition, guarantees of support for students with special needs, staffing levels for teacher-librarians, counsellors, and ESL teachers remain unsolved.  May 24, 2013 After weeks of solid progress by teachers and the employer toward a contract, the government derails the process. They order the employer to adopt the government's position of locking in the last 12 years of neglect and cuts for another decade. Building blocks Making schools better requires a solid foundation — and that’s exactly what these building blocks provide.  We invite you to explore our seven blocks — and print them, share them, pin them! And keep coming back for new tidbits and updates.  And we invite you to be part of the conversation for better schools on Twitter — follow us and share your thoughts. Class size and composition What's at stake – Infographic Solutions for kids #Follow this discussion (on Twitter) The Problem Since the Liberals came to power: 12,000 overcrowded classes 3,000 teaching positions chopped $3 billion less funding available for public schools Solutions for kids: Put classrooms first Reduce class sizes and improve support for kids with special needs — so every student gets the individual attention they need. What Others Are Saying A definitive study commissioned by the US Department of Education analyzed achievement levels of students in 2,561 schools across the nation. It found that, after controlling for student background, the only objective factor found to be correlated with higher student success was class size — not school size, not teacher qualifications, nor any other variable that the could be identified. Updates AFT releases brief on benefits of small class size Compelling evidence demonstrates that reducing class size, particularly for younger children, has a positive effect on student achievement overall and an especially significant impact on the education of disadvantaged children. The American Federation of Teachers (AFT) is a strong advocate for reducing class size to help raise student achievement, especially in high poverty, at-risk schools. Read more from the AFT brief Reducing class size: What do we know (Report from the Canadian Education Association) Smaller class sizes are an intuitively good idea. Both parents and teachers believe that smaller groups of students allow for more individual attention and result in higher achievement. In addition, teachers believe that smaller class sizes provide for more manageable classes and better relations with parents. After many studies of the impact of class size, and lively debate about their interpretation, a consensus has emerged that class size makes a small but useful improvement to achievement in the early grades. The impact is greater when accompanied by pedagogical change. Because of its widespread popularity, reducing class size is a relatively straightforward policy initiative; its implementation, however, is complex because it affects utilization of classrooms, recruitment and allocation of teachers, and grouping of students, and may require the creation of split or combined grades in the primary and junior divisions. Read more from the report by the Canadian Education Association Learning specialist teachers What's at stake – Infographic Solutions for kids #Follow this discussion (on Twitter) The Problem Over their 11 years in office, the BC Liberals have cut 1500 specialist teachers — including 750 special needs teachers alone. And this is happening when there are more children than ever requiring extra classroom attention. Solutions for kids: Place specialist teachers back in every school Make sure students can draw on the crucial skills of specialist teachers: teacher-librarians, special needs teachers, counsellors, ESL teachers and more.  Updates The Delivery Of Education Services For Students Who Have An Intellectual Disability On September 29, 1948 Mrs. Victoria B. Glover, a grandmother of an eight year old boy, wrote a letter to the editor of the Toronto Star challenging readers to contemplate the common practice of sending children with disabilities away to institutions to ‘learn’. She asked: ….If these children can be taught something at Orillia [Huronia Regional Center], why cannot a day school be put at their disposal? Did Mrs. Glover have any idea that the pebble she was throwing would not only start a ripple, but swell into an entire movement? Her question reached families and other like-minded allies across Ontario who would soon found what would one day be known as the Community Living Movement. By banding together, they found strength and courage with and from each other. Read the full report from Community Living Ontario   Reducing child poverty What's at stake – Infographic Solutions for kids #Follow this discussion (on Twitter) The Problem There are 137,000 BC children living in poverty. And yet the BC government is one of only three provinces who have yet to commit to a comprehensive poverty-reduction strategy. It's not hard to see the problem: when kids come to school without the basics of food, adequate clothing or housing, they're in no place to focus on learning. Solutions for kids: Reduce child poverty Tackle the single biggest obstacle many children face in getting a quality education today — create a plan and take action to reduce child poverty. After all, each child deserves the chance to an equal start in life. And in so doing, let's help kids break the cyle of poverty and make the most of their education later on.   Updates Canada can do more to protect its children from poverty, new UNICEF report A new report released by UNICEF comparing child poverty in 35 industrialized countries reveals Canada could be doing more to protect its children. “The face of poverty in Canada is a child’s face,” says UNICEF Canada’s Executive Director David Morley. “This is unacceptable. It is clearly time for Canada to make children a priority when planning budgets and spending our nation’s resources, even in tough economic times.” See more from UNICEF Canada Authentic student assessment What's at stake – Infographic Solutions for kids #Follow this discussion (on Twitter) The Problem Across BC, teachers, principals, and school-district staff spend ever increasing amounts of time on data collection to meet accountability requirements, teaching to the test to boost achievement scores, and explaining to parents of stressed 9-year-olds that the testing must proceed. This takes the focus away from the ongoing classroom assessment that actually helps students learn. Solutions for kids: Make student assessment authentic Use standardized tests only to identify system-wide issues, and let teachers tailor ongoing assessment to each student. Updates Standardized Testing Fails the Exam For the last four decades, students' scores on standardized tests have increasingly been regarded as the most meaningful evidence for evaluating U.S. schools. Most Americans, indeed, believe that students' standardized test performances are the only legitimate indicator of a school's instructional effectiveness. Yet, although test-based evaluations of schools seem to occur almost as often as fire drills, in most instances these evaluations are inaccurate. That's because the standardized tests employed are flat-out wrong. Read more of this article from W. James Popham, who began his career in education as a high school teacher in Oregon, and is professor emeritus at the University of California at Los Angeles's School of Education and Information Studies Investing more in education Solutions for kids #Follow this discussion (on Twitter) The Problem Since 2002, $3 billion has been cut from BC classrooms – and the Liberal government’s education budget freeze will mean $400 million more is cut over the next three years. Solutions for kids: Invest more in public education After years of school funding falling behind enrolment and rising costs, let’s start investing again — and making up lost ground. Updates 2012 BCTF Brief to the Select Standing Committee on Finance and Government Services Our students deserve better Students in British Columbia are being shortchanged in comparison to students elsewhere in Canada. The teachers of BC are urgently appealing to the Select Standing Committee on Finance and Government Services to recommend to government sufficient increases in education funding to reverse this situation and provide more educational services to BC students. We believe these services are vitally important to the students in school now and to the social and economic health of the province in the longer term. In this brief, we will identify how the situation in BC compares to other provinces, and why the government should, as a start, adopt a plan to bring BC’s education funding and services up to at the very least the average in Canada. BC is below the Canadian average in improvements to education funding. This is a situation that should not exist in a province endowed with such natural wealth and human potential. Our students deserve better. Read the full brief from 2012 Respect for all What's at stake – Infographic Solutions for kids #Follow this discussion (on Twitter) The Problem Because of social, economic and other reasons, too many BC students fall through the cracks and aren't able to take full advantage of the opportunity to learn — including aboriginal kids, at-risk youth, children in care, immigrant students and more. Solutions for kids: Respect diversity and equal opportunity It's time to make it a priority to address cultural and systemic barriers like inequality, bullying and discrimination that stand between too many children and their ability to reach their potential.   Updates Bullying in Canada: How intimidation affects learning In 2005, a group of researchers conducted a major international study that looked at more than 120,000 students from 28 countries. The study, which was published in The European Journal of Public Health, found that students who were bullied on a weekly basis are almost twice as likely to experience headaches, stomach aches, backaches or dizziness, as their non-bullied peers.  Furthermore, compared to non-bullied students, victims of bullying were 1.7 to 7.5 times more likely to experience psychological symptoms such as loneliness, nervousness, petulance as well as other symptoms related to depression such as difficulty sleeping, tiredness and helplessness. There is also growing international evidence that "low-level or underlying forms of violence have a profound effect on the learning environment of schools" and bullying has been documented as the most prevalent form of low-level violence in schools. Numerous studies have shown that bullied students often simply avoid school; between 6 and 8% of students stay away from school because of bullying, and victims of bullying are more likely to drop out of school. Bullied students also report difficulties in concentrating on their school work and obtain lower levels of academic achievement than their non-bullied peers. See the full study by The Canadian Council on Learning Collective bargaining rights Solutions for kids #Follow this discussion (on Twitter) The Problem Since 2002, the Liberal government has introduced 20 laws aimed at stripping negotiated contracts, circumventing free collective bargaining, and banning teachers from negotiating key education issues such as class size and composition. Solutions for kids: Restore teachers' rights to bargain for class size and composition Respect the Supreme Court of Canada decision, and let teachers bargain for better learning and working conditions.   Updates North Vancouver teacher running 22 marathons in 22 days to protest B.C. education bill Running 22 marathons in 22 days across B.C. is no easy feat, says North Vancouver teacher Ian Cunliffe, but every mile is worth it if he can bring more attention to Bill 22, the B.C. government’s Education Improvement Act. The bill’s name is misleading because it “slashes funding to the bone” rather than improving education, Cunliffe says, speaking to The Outlook by phone at a pit-stop on day two of his grueling 1,000-kilometre run. Steadily following Highway 3, he left Fernie that morning on his way to Jaffray, a village 47 kilometres east of Cranbrook. See the full story in the North Shore Outlook Diversity We want to celebrate diversity, promote antibullying and call on school boards to adopt specific antiracism and antihomophobia policies. For example, only 20 school districts in BC have specific antihomophobia policies that explicitly protect their staff and students. Teachers are also working to get Aboriginal employment equity agreements in place and more supports for children with special needs.   Share your stories. Get involved. People just like you are getting involved to make BC schools better.  Teachers are speaking up about their passion for teaching and how much they care about kids.  Lots of people are telling us how teachers have made a difference in their lives.  Take a look and submit your own video story (it’s really easy). Also on this page you can join in the discussions we’re having on Facebook and Twitter about how to make better schools for BC a reality. Why I teach   » More "Why I teach" My Favourite Teacher   » More "My Favourite Teacher" Join The Discussion 'like' BC teachers on facebook follow @bctf on twitter submit your own "My Favourite Teacher" or "Why I Teach" video download a wallpaper or profile picture Our Latest Tweets   Follow @BCTF     betterschoolsbc.ca © 2012 BC Teachers' Federation. All rights reserved. Top Are you seeing this? If you are not using a "low-level" device (such as a cell phone, PDA, screen reader, etc.) you may want to enable JavaScript in your web browser.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=18288,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 6, April 2009  Staying vigilant on social justice issues By Glen Hansman Many argue that teacher unions in the United States have been, and continue to be, deep disappointments, and not only to teachers, for whom they have, in general, failed to win adequate working conditions, including adequate salaries and appropriate class sizes. By focusing on “traditional union issues” such as salaries, the argument goes, American teachers’ unions have ignored pressing professional concerns such as discretion over curriculum content and the means by which its study is assessed, have failed to mobilize America’s teachers, and failed to persuade the American public that quality public education is worth paying for. Additionally, few American teacher unions emphasize social justice work—focusing instead on improving the “quality” of the teaching profession, and only secondarily (or not at all) on the inequities in schools and in society. In contrast, the struggle for social justice is a common theme among Canadian teacher unions—particularly the BCTF. This is something we should be proud of, but also be vigilant about. As an organization, we are less likely to endorse aspects of so-called “professional unionism” (such as peer review and high-stakes accountability based on standardized test scores), focusing instead on educational quality issues (such as professional development, class-size limits, support for students with special needs, and the strengthening of these by including them in collective agreements). Our emphasis on education quality and advocacy of social justice leads us to resist some educational reforms, particularly standardized testing, on the basis of the inequities they exacerbate. The social justice model that we have fostered is linked to a tradition that views unions as part of a broad movement for social change and progress, calling for participatory union membership, education reform based on serving all children, collaboration with parents and community organizations, and a concern for broader issues of equity throughout society. We are the most vocal in endorsing a political platform of social justice, promoting curriculum and sometimes using legal resources to combat racism, poverty, gender bias, and homophobia. That does not mean that our record on diversity issues is as good as it could be, and it does not mean that there isn’t still work to do. Implementation in every school district of the Employment Equity for Aboriginal Educators’ language is happening much too slowly, as is the implementation of the provincial codes of conduct standards that are designed to link the BC Human Rights Code to every classroom. Many of the gains that women have made over the years are beginning to be eroded, and many of our students and colleagues are living below the poverty line. We still need to look to the margins to make space for the voices that are being ignored. At no point should we de-emphasize our social justice initiatives or soften our resistance against conservative agendas that undermine teaching and public education. We need to keep working together to keep social justice a priority in our union. Glen Hansman, president, Vancouver Elementary Teachers’ Association. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13130,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 1999 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 11, Number 5, March 1999 EI regulations marginalize TOCs and younger teachers by Garry Litke A recent study released by the Canadian Labor Congress (CLC) reveals the dramatic effects of changes to Employment Insurance on Canadian workers. The report, entitled "Left Out in the Cold," shows that the percentage of unemployed workers receiving EI benefits has fallen from 74% in 1989 to only 36% in 1997. Four separate bills over the past few years have tripled the length of qualifying time and cut the duration of the benefit period in half. The most recent legislation increased the weekly hours needed to qualify from 15 to 35. Only 32% of unemployed women received EI benefits in 1997, compared with 70% in 1989. Unemployed young people fare worse with only 15% qualifying for EI benefits in 1997, a drop from 55% in 1989. The total hours of work required of new entrants to the labour force has increased from 300 to 910, shutting out many unemployed youth from collecting benefits. In B.C., the picture reflects the national trends, except for Vancouver and Victoria, where only 25% of unemployed workers are receiving EI benefits. These changes have been especially detrimental for part-time teachers and teachers on call, most of whom are women and young people entering the teaching force. Part-time teachers with assignments of 0.39 FTE or less, can no longer qualify for EI benefits, because they cannot accumulate the required 700 hours. They need to work at least 77 FTE days. Under the old rules, teachers with only a 0.2 FTE assignment could qualify. Previously, teachers on call needed only two days of employment a week for any 20 weeks to qualify. Now they need 100 days. Eligibility has been further complicated by BCPSEA and boards' refusal to recognize the provincial agreement, which gives TOCs credit for 9.1 hours per day, instead of the 7 hours per day currently being recorded. The changes have generated about nine billion dollars a year in savings and have produced a huge surplus in the EI fund, estimated at $17 billion. For every $10 the Federal government collects in EI premiums, it pays out only $6 in benefits. The CLC is lobbying to have the EI surplus used to improve the benefits and coverage of the unemployed. Qualifying rules need to be changed, and the formula for benefits improved. The benefit period needs to be extended to provide an income while an unemployed worker searches for another job. The Liberal federal caucus met on Wednesday, January 20, 1999, and announced that the government is reviewing the changes it has made to EI. Now is the time to make your views known. Access the CLC Web site at www.clc-ctc.ca/eng-index.html and use the online response form to fax your MP. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141007,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/studentvote/status/327200304858812416,Student Vote on Twitter: "Take a look back at the 1991 BC election through 12 @GlobalBC videos: http://t.co/0PtnphoKhv #bcpoli #bc2013 #bcelxn" Twitter Search query Search Twitter Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Language: English Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Have an account? Sign in New to Twitter? Join Today » Sign In Phone, email or username Password Sign in Remember me Forgot password? Already using Twitter via text message? Follow Following Unfollow Blocked Unblock Pending Cancel Student Vote ‏ @studentvote 24 Apr 2013 Take a look back at the 1991 BC election through 12 @GlobalBC videos: http://ow.ly/ko3xk  #bcpoli #bc2013 #bcelxn Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Retweet 1 4:20 PM - 24 Apr 2013 Don’t miss any updates from Student Vote © 2014 Twitter About Help Ads info Close Flag this media This has already been marked as containing sensitive content. Flag this as containing potentially illegal content. Submit Cancel Learn more about flagging media Dismiss Close Previous Next Close Go to a person's profile Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Close Retweet this to your followers? Cancel Retweet Close Are you sure you want to delete this Tweet? Cancel Delete Close Block Cancel Block Add a location to your Tweets When you tweet with a location, Twitter stores that location. You can switch location on/off before each Tweet and always have the option to delete your location history. Learn more Turn location on Not now Turn off location Close Profile summary Close Your lists Close Create a new list List name Description Under 100 characters, optional Privacy Public · Anyone can follow this list Private · Only you can access this list Save list Close Close Embed this Tweet Add this Tweet to your website by copying the code below. Learn more Hmm, there was a problem reaching the server. Try again? Include parent Tweet Include media Preview Close Sign up for Twitter Not on Twitter? Sign up, tune into the things you care about, and get updates as they happen. Have an account? Sign in » Close Two-way (sending and receiving) short codes: Country Code For customers of United States 40404 (any) Canada 21212 (any) United Kingdom 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM Haiti 40404 Digicel, Voila Ireland 51210 Vodafone, O2 India 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Indonesia 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » See SMS short codes for other countries Close Confirmation)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=15934,BCTF News Releases  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources   For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development News Release Archives 2014  2013  2012    2011 2010  2009  2008 2007  2006  Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2008 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE May 31, 2008 Teachers pull out all stops to oppose limits on free speech Teachers attending the spring provincial Representative Assembly of the BCTF unanimously endorsed executive recommendations that would see teachers working with other community groups and unions to undertake whatever legal and political actions necessary to restore the right of free speech limited in Bill 42. “We will oppose this bill in whatever way we can,” says Irene Lanzinger. ”Teachers are going to be as effective in the upcoming election campaign as we have been in the past and nothing is going to stop us.” The Gordon Campbell government introduced two pieces of legislation in an attempt to stifle free speech for an unprecedented full three months before the provincial elections and to put a damper on community organizing between local government elections. Yet the legislation does not limit contributions to political parties or limit self-congratulatory government advertising, which can be expected to increase considerably as the province heads towards an election. Bill 42, the Election Amendment Act, also disenfranchises the homeless, who have greatly increased in numbers since 2001, by introducing new proof of residence requirements. This legislation has met with opposition from a very broad range of groups and organizations, including CanWest Global media, the Trial Lawyers Association, the BC Civil Liberties Association, the BC Federation of Labour, political commentators, public sector unions, and the Independent Business and Contractors Association. In fact, Gordon Campbell himself was a very vocal opponent of this type of “gag” legislation when he was in Opposition. Lanzinger wonders what Gordon Campbell’s government is afraid of.  She added, “We all benefit from full, democratic participation and active engagement as citizens in the issues that matter to us.” Teacher representatives at the meeting also committed to engage members in discussions on Bill 42 and its limitations on free speech and to organize public events that demonstrate the negative impact of this legislation on free speech. -  30  - For more information, contact Kathleen MacKinnon, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell). Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141007,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/bcedplan/status/420612636670427136,BC's Education Plan on Twitter: ".@richardajabu agree this is impt. Lots of discussions taking place w/ SD's + @bcerac re how to support cloud based tools." Twitter Search query Search Twitter Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Language: English Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Have an account? Sign in New to Twitter? Join Today » Sign In Phone, email or username Password Sign in Remember me Forgot password? Already using Twitter via text message? Richard Ajabu ‏ @richardajabu Jan 4 Given @BCEdPlan push for 21C #BCEd, how can MinOfEd REFUSE to help solve FOIPPA Problem that affects ALL SDs? http://www.scribd.com/mobile/doc/120521404 … #bcpoli View summary Hide summary Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Follow Following Unfollow Blocked Unblock Pending Cancel BC's Education Plan ‏ @bcedplan Jan 7 . @richardajabu agree this is impt. Lots of discussions taking place w/ SD's + @bcerac re how to support cloud based tools. Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet 9:47 AM - 7 Jan 2014 Richard Ajabu ‏ @richardajabu Jan 7 @bcedplan Will @bcerac facilitate SD FOIPPA compliance efforts for ONLY cloud-based tools they broker? Or for ALL foreign tools? #bced Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Richard Ajabu ‏ @richardajabu Jan 7 @bcedplan The FOIPPA problem in #BCEd is much broader than the few foreign online services that @bcerac brokers. Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Richard Ajabu ‏ @richardajabu Jan 7 @bcedplan SDs need a 1StopShop for OIPC vetted FOIPPA consent forms for each foreign online service being used along w/ instructions. #bced Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Richard Ajabu ‏ @richardajabu Jan 7 @bcedplan MinOfEd is the logical org to facilitate/coord OIPV vetted FOIPPA compliance tools for SD use. Why won't they help? @bcerac #bced Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Richard Ajabu ‏ @richardajabu Jan 7 @bcedplan Thank you for responding. The "Buck Passing" & Silence in #BCEd re the FOIPPA issue has been perplexing & disappointing. @bcerac Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet BC's Education Plan ‏ @bcedplan Jan 7 . @richardajabu we worked prev w a # of SDs + OCIO to facilitate setting up a checklist + PIA + consent form templates for MS Office 365 (1) Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet BC's Education Plan ‏ @bcedplan Jan 7 . @richardajabu checklist was something districts could review + adapt for their own use as appropriate. (2) Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet BC's Education Plan ‏ @bcedplan Jan 7 . @richardajabu ...and create a model that SDs could adopt for other cloud services they may be interested in. (3) Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Josh Porter ‏ @joshwporter Jan 7 @bcedplan @richardajabu where can a copy of the checklist and templates be acquired from? Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet BC's Education Plan ‏ @bcedplan Jan 7 . @richardajabu working now through ERAC to help facilitate dev of poss processes + checklists for other tools. Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet BC's Education Plan ‏ @bcedplan Jan 7 @joshwporter check with your SD tech coordinator. Should have it. Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Richard Ajabu ‏ @richardajabu Jan 7 @bcedplan We don't want 60 SDs redundantly reviewing & adapting same stuff. We want each OIPC vetted solution shared w/ ALL 60 SDs. #bced Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet BC's Education Plan ‏ @bcedplan Jan 7 @richardajabu that's the whole point of this initiative - a collective solution Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Richard Ajabu ‏ @richardajabu Jan 7 @bcedplan Ts should be able to go to 1website (similar to Calgary SB's), and either download FOIPPA pkg for a title...1/2 @joshwporter #bced Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Richard Ajabu ‏ @richardajabu Jan 7 @bcedplan ...or upload a FOIPPA pkg for a title THEY had vetted by OIPC to share w/ other SDs. Crowdsource the soln. 2/2 @joshwporter #bced Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Richard Ajabu ‏ @richardajabu Jan 7 @bcedplan I thought you said you made stuff that each SD had to Review&Adapt. I'm saying it should be Print 'n Go. All at 1 website. #bced Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Richard Ajabu ‏ @richardajabu Jan 7 @bcedplan My impression is that @bcerac only looking at FOIPPA for tools they broker. Again, are they covering ALL foreign tools used? #bced Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Richard Ajabu ‏ @richardajabu Jan 7 @bcedplan If a 1StopShop is coming to help ALL 60 SDs address FOIPPA compliance re use of foreign online services then #bced needs to know. Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Don’t miss any updates from BC's Education Plan © 2014 Twitter About Help Ads info Close Flag this media This has already been marked as containing sensitive content. Flag this as containing potentially illegal content. Submit Cancel Learn more about flagging media Dismiss Close Previous Next Close Go to a person's profile Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Close Retweet this to your followers? Cancel Retweet Close Are you sure you want to delete this Tweet? Cancel Delete Close Block Cancel Block Add a location to your Tweets When you tweet with a location, Twitter stores that location. You can switch location on/off before each Tweet and always have the option to delete your location history. Learn more Turn location on Not now Turn off location Close Profile summary Close Your lists Close Create a new list List name Description Under 100 characters, optional Privacy Public · Anyone can follow this list Private · Only you can access this list Save list Close Close Embed this Tweet Add this Tweet to your website by copying the code below. Learn more Hmm, there was a problem reaching the server. Try again? Include parent Tweet Include media Preview Close Sign up for Twitter Not on Twitter? Sign up, tune into the things you care about, and get updates as they happen. Have an account? Sign in » Close Two-way (sending and receiving) short codes: Country Code For customers of United States 40404 (any) Canada 21212 (any) United Kingdom 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM Haiti 40404 Digicel, Voila Ireland 51210 Vodafone, O2 India 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Indonesia 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » See SMS short codes for other countries Close Confirmation)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141007,www.reddit.com,http://www.reddit.com/r/canada,Canada jump to content my subreddits announcementsArtAskRedditaskscienceawwblogbookscreepydataisbeautifulDIYDocumentariesEarthPornexplainlikeimfiveFitnessfoodfunnyFuturologygadgetsgamingGetMotivatedgifshistoryIAmAInternetIsBeautifulJokesLifeProTipslistentothismildlyinterestingmoviesMusicnewsnosleepnottheonionOldSchoolCoolpersonalfinancephilosophyphotoshopbattlespicsscienceShowerthoughtsspacesportstelevisiontifutodayilearnedTwoXChromosomesUpliftingNewsvideosworldnewsWritingPromptsedit subscriptions front -all -random |  dataisbeautiful -aww -space -gaming -worldnews -Art -listentothis -pics -askscience -IAmA -InternetIsBeautiful -news -Music -UpliftingNews -Jokes -Showerthoughts -LifeProTips -Documentaries -personalfinance -explainlikeimfive -books -science -todayilearned -AskReddit -gifs -philosophy -TwoXChromosomes -Fitness -videos -creepy -sports -tifu -nottheonion -food -photoshopbattles -Futurology -EarthPorn -mildlyinteresting -WritingPrompts -movies -funny -gadgets -GetMotivated -history -DIY -OldSchoolCool -nosleep -televisionmore »  canada hot new rising controversial top gilded wiki promoted want to join? login or register in seconds| English limit my search to /r/canada use the following search parameters to narrow your results: subreddit:subreddit find submissions in "subreddit" author:username find submissions by "username" site:example.com find submissions from "example.com" url:text search for "text" in url selftext:text search for "text" in self post contents self:yes (or self:no) include (or exclude) self posts nsfw:yes (or nsfw:no) include (or exclude) results marked as NSFW e.g. subreddit:aww site:imgur.com dog see the search faq for details. advanced search: by author, subreddit... remember mereset password login Submit a new link Submit a new text post canadasubscribeunsubscribe150,459 readers 397 users here now We decided on this description politely. Rules Detailed rules can be found here Do: Be excellent to each other! Follow reddiquette[4] Report content that is hateful, spam, or off-topic Message the moderators when you report something. It can be difficult to tell why something was flagged Don't: Be rude or hostile[2] Resort to insults based on race, gender, sexual orientation, or religious beliefs[2] Post users' personal information Editorialize submission titles[1] Make low content posts (including images of memes, scenery, or generic pictures, etc[6][7] Use link shorteners (i.e. bit.ly, tinyurl) Canadian subreddit network A complete listing can be found here Provinces Alberta British Columbia Manitoba New Brunswick Newfoundland and Labrador Northwest Territories Nova Scotia Nunavut Ontario Prince Edward Island Quebec Saskatchewan Yukon Cities Barrie, ON Brampton Burlington, ON Calgary Durham region, ON Edmonton Fredericton Guelph Halifax Hamilton Kelowna Kingston Kitchener Lethbridge London Mississauga Moncton, NB Montreal Niagara Ottawa Peterborough, ON Regina Saskatoon St. Johns, NL Sudbury Thunder Bay Toronto Vancouver Victoria, BC Waterloo Whistler, BC Windsor Winnipeg Professional Sports Hockey Calgary Flames Edmonton Oilers Montreal Canadiens Ottawa Senators Toronto Maple Leafs Vancouver Canucks Winnipeg Jets Team Canada Basketball Toronto Raptors Baseball Toronto Blue Jays Soccer Montreal Impact Toronto FC Vancouver Whitecaps Football CFL Post-secondary institutions See full listing at /r/CanadianPostSecondary/ Other Fundraising Canada Canada Politics Canadian Forces Canadia First Session of the 41st Parliament CBC Radio O Canada Immigration Canada Discussion Sister subreddits Australia Ireland New Zealand United Kingdom Links OpenParliament.ca - Keep tabs on Parliament Official Citizenship and Immigration Canada website Contact Join #reddit-canada on freenode IRC (freenode client) Join #canada on snoonet IRC (mibbit client) For instructions, assistance, questions or more info, please see this thread The moderators of r/Canada reserve the right to moderate posts and comments at their discretion, with regard to their perception of the suitability of said posts and comments for this subreddit. Thank you for your understanding. a community for 6 years message the moderators MODERATORS qgyh2 DrJulianBashir Lucky75Ontario Canada_ModeratorCanada CanadaCSS AutoModerator sweet_nightmaresQuébec reddit's stories are created by its users join the community, vote, and change the world.learn more › what's this? This sponsored link is an advertisement generated with our self-serve advertisement tool. Use of this tool is open to all members of reddit.com, and for as little as $5.00 you can advertise in this area. Get started › This area shows new and upcoming links. Vote on links here to help them become popular, and click the forwards and backwards buttons to view more. Enter a keyword or topic to discover new subreddits around your interests. Be specific! You can access this tool at any time on the /subreddits/ page. 1 433 434 435 Tories refuse to reveal cost for splitting up Elections Canada (cbc.ca) submitted 8 hours ago by readerseven 125 comments sharecancel loading... 2 152 153 154 Brazzers offers air canada employees free porn (m.huffpost.com) submitted 8 hours ago by anotheronedown 36 comments sharecancel loading... 3 26 27 28 Major train derailment and fire near Wadena, Saskatchewan (cbc.ca) submitted 2 hours ago by Cannon49Saskatchewan 36 comments sharecancel loading... 4 27 28 29 "The beginning of the long dash..." I have an almost irrational fondness for the CBC National Research Council Time Signal. (self.canada) submitted 4 hours ago * by ThePlanner 10 comments sharecancel loading... 5 47 48 49 Fuck You Bell (self.canada) submitted 7 hours ago by ILookLikeJohnStamos 36 comments sharecancel loading... 6 31 32 33 Harper Government Announces Common Sense Firearms Measures for Law-Abiding Firearms Owners (marketwired.com) submitted 5 hours ago by alkali_feldsparAlberta 127 comments sharecancel loading... 7 42 43 44 A bid by Postmedia Network Canada Corp. to buy 175 newspapers and online news sites from Sun Media Corp., a subsidiary of Quebecor Media Inc., will hand a group of mostly U.S. investors significant influence over one of the country’s largest media outlets. (theglobeandmail.com) submitted 8 hours ago by Antifreeze 13 comments sharecancel loading... 8 • • • Manitoba students worst in Canada in math, science and reading (cbc.ca) submitted 1 hour ago by nimobo 3 comments sharecancel loading... 9 172 173 174 Harper’s economic record anything but good, a myth dispelled with facts: As Stephen Harper clings to the myth of being a good economic manager, more and more evidence indicates that Canada’s Conservative government has little to write home about. (thetelegram.com) submitted 16 hours ago by frescanada 112 comments sharecancel loading... 10 42 43 44 What a view...Algonquin Park (i.imgur.com) submitted 8 hours ago by rachelamandamay 7 comments sharecancel loading... 11 13 14 15 Retail giants Walmart, Sears and Lowe’s are suffering in Canada (business.financialpost.com) submitted 3 hours ago by nimobo 9 comments sharecancel loading... 12 306 307 308 Pot-smoking Mountie Ron Francis found dead - New Brunswick (cbc.ca) submitted 19 hours ago by casperjoy 121 comments sharecancel loading... 13 22 23 24 EU-Canada Trade Agreement 'Celebrated', Text Officially Released; Even Worse Than Feared (techdirt.com) submitted 5 hours ago by obi-nine 5 comments sharecancel loading... 14 32 33 34 The State of Canadian E-Commerce: Nearly every Canadian Internet user (82%) has made an online purchase this year. (blog.htc.ca) submitted 7 hours ago by forgot 11 comments sharecancel loading... 15 32 33 34 Sea King helicopter towed down street after emergency landing (cbc.ca) submitted 8 hours ago by RambleManNorthwest Territories 26 comments sharecancel loading... 16 32 33 34 European Union drops plan to place 'Dirty Oil' label on oilsands crude (cbc.ca) submitted 8 hours ago by IceCremeJones 23 comments sharecancel loading... 17 15 16 17 Canada ranked in top 3 destinations for global job-seekers - About 35% of survey respondents in 189 countries said they'd move to Canada (cbc.ca) submitted 4 hours ago by VelvetJusticeBritish Columbia 5 comments sharecancel loading... 18 9 10 11 TRAIN DERAILS IN CENTRAL SASKATCHEWAN, CATCHES FIRE (pzfeed.com) submitted 2 hours ago by drocks27 comment sharecancel loading... 19 • • • Major train derailment and fire near Wadena, Sask. (cbc.ca) submitted 1 hour ago by coldbrook 1 comment sharecancel loading... 20 14 15 16 Sarah Leung sentenced to 5 years for killing her 2 babies (cbc.ca) submitted 4 hours ago by VelvetJusticeBritish Columbia 21 comments sharecancel loading... 21 13 14 15 Liberals will support Iraqi combat mission after voting against it, Garneau says (theglobeandmail.com) submitted 4 hours ago by bunglejerry 7 comments sharecancel loading... 22 • • • Longtime NDPer Gary Doer says he’s ‘proud’ of Harper for stance on ISIS (ipolitics.ca) submitted 1 hour ago by Chrristoaivalis comment sharecancel loading... 23 8 9 10 Millennials lured by lengthy stretch of low rates spur Canada’s condo boom (business.financialpost.com) submitted 4 hours ago by VelvetJusticeBritish Columbia 1 comment sharecancel loading... 24 6 7 8 RCMP investigating after metal object found inside P.E.I. potato (atlantic.ctvnews.ca) submitted 2 hours ago by Good-2-goCanada 1 comment sharecancel loading... 25 341 342 343 Ting: the amazing Canadian telecom service that Canadians can’t use (openmedia.ca) submitted 1 day ago by collymolotovOntario 110 comments sharecancel loading... view more: next › about blog about team source code advertise jobs help wiki FAQ reddiquette rules contact us tools mobile firefox extension chrome extension buttons widget <3 reddit gold store redditgifts reddit AMA app reddit.tv radio reddit Use of this site constitutes acceptance of our User Agreement and Privacy Policy. © 2014 reddit inc. All rights reserved. REDDIT and the ALIEN Logo are registered trademarks of reddit inc. close this window you'll need to login or register to do that create a new account all it takes is a username and password privacy philosophy we limit data collected about you and your use of the platform, your personal information is never for sale, we use and disclose information to prevent people from abusing the platform, but we never disclose it for any other reason unless required by law. for more information, see our privacy policy. username:try anotheravailable! account recovery email:  (optional)we only send email at your request password: verify password: remember me create account is it really that easy? only one way to find out... login already have an account and just want to login? username: password: remember me recover password login close this window interface language English [en]العربية [ar]Беларуская мова [be]български език [bg]Bosanski [bs]català [ca]česky [cs]dansk [da]Deutsch [de]Ελληνικά [el]English (Australia) [en-au]English (Canadian) [en-ca]English (Great Britain) [en-gb]English [en-us]Esperanto [eo]español [es]español [es-ar]eesti keel [et]Euskara [eu]فارسی [fa]suomi [fi]français [fr]Gàidhlig [gd]עברית [he]मानक हिन्दी [hi]hrvatski [hr]Magyar [hu]Հայերեն լեզու [hy]Bahasa Indonesia [id]íslenska [is] (*)italiano (Italy) [it]日本語 [ja]ಕನ್ನಡ [kn_IN]한국어 [ko]Latin [la]1337 [leet]LOL [lol]lietuvių kalba [lt]latviešu valoda [lv]Nederlands [nl]Nynorsk [nn]Norsk [no]Arrrrrrrr! [pir]polski [pl]português [pt] (*)português [pt-pt]português brasileiro [pt_BR]română [ro]русский [ru]slovenčina [sk]slovenščina [sl]српски језик [sr]Srpski [sr-la]Svenska [sv]தமிழ் [ta]ภาษาไทย [th]Türkçe [tr]українська мова [uk]Tiếng Việt [vi]中文 [zh] (*) incomplete volunteer to translate π Rendered by PID 26887 on app-37 at 2014-10-07 21:37:53.041837+00:00 running ba6f5e0 country code: US.)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=20596,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > March 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 5, March 2010  Canadian exceptionalism By Paul Shaker Part 2: Preserving the difference through education An educator's context If Canada is to follow the path of mature adaptation rather than the primitive responses of ego-gratification, its educators should recognize several factors. Civility in mass media is a value worth preserving. Calling out incivility is a constructive act each listener and reader can practice. On these grounds, the reluctance of Canada to admit Fox News into its cable systems was justified. We are pliant beings, affected by our environment, and influenced by the narratives we hear and see. Public shaming may be preferable to censorship, and it is a response best delivered by independent citizens and their organizations, including the professional organizations of educators. Advertising content in mass media matters, too, as do other repetitive messages imprinted on the public by constant repetition. They should be critiqued, and such media awareness should be part of our curricula. There is value in non-commercial media alternatives, particularly on television, and these should be deliberately fostered. Canada’s sense of community contrasts with an unenlightened, self-destructive brand of individualism in the United States. For me it has been moving to observe the outflow of concern and material aid from the people of British Columbia in the face of human suffering here or elsewhere. The immediate deployment of Vancouver’s Urban Search and Rescue Team to Louisiana in the face of Katrina was one of many expressions of compassion for the suffering of others that Canadians have demonstrated. Peacekeeping, propagating democracy, challenging HIV/AIDS, and environmentalism are other endeavours the nation undertakes. On a professional level, the support and confidence expressed by the citizens of BC during the British Columbia Teachers’ Federation (BCTF) job action of 2005 was a heartening expression of solidarity with their teachers. There is magical thinking and there is critical thinking, and Canada tilts more toward the latter than does the United States. For example, slogans are not arguments, and bon mots make for laughs but not policy. Canada’s political discourse had not thus far been reduced to catch phrases and put-downs such as compassionate conservative, There you go again, or Drill, baby, drill. Nor are Canadians as prone to accepting labels as substitutes for truly defining and evaluating programs. Death tax, socialized medicine, ownership society, free market, the Clean Air Act, the Healthy Forests Initiative, or indeed, No Child Left Behind, represent the apotheosis of the “words that work” communication philosophy of Frank Luntz. In Canada, such sloganeering and labeling is normally followed by a pregnant pause, during which the audience awaits an explanation of the argument. In the United States, too often, the label is part of the Orwellian argument. Our educational practices in Canada deserve some credit for this difference in people’s quality of cognition. Discipline in thought and argument are the result of challenging interactions, particularly in school settings where the curriculum is designed to elicit such development. Other contributing factors include the quality of the teacher’s critical thinking, his or her perseverance in pressing analyses forward, an interactive and individualized classroom environment, and the habit of carefully listening to accounting for the challenges of others. This last trait is one that Americans notice in Canada—audiences here listen attentively and in silence. They show a striking openness to the words of the other that embodies a commitment to learning, even at the expense of some egoistic discomfort. Short-term pain for the ego can introduce long-term gain for the self—the self being our higher order personality, called in spiritual terms, the soul. America, while demonizing the term “liberal,” has lost touch with the central message of liberalism—that human beings are perfectible through education and other salutary experiences. In place of a commitment to the elevation of all members of the society, average Americans have been led to believe that fulfillment comes to a lucky few—through the material acquisition or in the afterlife, through exclusionary creeds. Play the lottery or be born again. To serve their own narrow purposes, clever powerbrokers have kept enough of the voting public mired in such views to make those attitudes self-fulfilling. If they are allowed to take permanent root, there will not be enough of the world’s goods for all, nor will there be the national unity or sense of community required to protect the vulnerable. Faith in a flawed world view, sold by methods that trigger emotional and unconscious responses, limits individual and societal maturation. One way to understand the difference between the two vast North American neighbors is to focus on the ways individual self-realization is defined and promoted in the two countries. In one, a flawed message is propagated for purposes of self-interest by the few. In the other a more communitarian vision still prevails and serves as a bond among average people and a vehicle for their political influence. By a slender thread, a non-commercial narrative holds sway in Canada and defines sets of values that protect the mass of citizens. Our teachers are vital to the telling of this story. If we are fortunate, the slender thread will hold and strengthen, and Canada’s worldview will spread across North America. Paul Shaker, Ph.D., is professor and former Dean of Education at Simon Fraser University.  Part 1 of “Canadian exceptionalism” was printed in the Teacher, Jan./Feb. 2010. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=30165,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2013 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 25, Number 7, May/June 2013   Honduran teachers struggle to defend human and labour rights By Nancy Knickerbocker  By contrast to the situation in El Salvador, where teacher unions and government are working together to transform their society, in Honduras teachers and their unions are the targets of all-out attacks by the regime which came to power after the 2009 military coup. In a classic case of Naomi Klein’s “Shock Doctrine” in action, de-facto President Pepe Lobo swiftly moved to crush the teachers, who form the backbone of the opposition. He seized $100 million in teachers’ pension funds, cut their wages, suspended their labor rights, and passed a law to allow wholesale privatization of public education. Resistance has been met with harsh repression. Teachers risk being suspended or fired. They have been beaten, tear gassed, jailed, and at least 18 have been killed. In March 2010, Jose Manuel Flores Arguijo, a secondary school teacher and a member of the executive of COPEMH, was dragged from his classroom and shot several times in the back. His death sent a serious message to the opposition. We can kill you in broad daylight, and we will get away with it. The perpetrators enjoy virtually assured impunity. According to COFADEH (Comité de Familiares de Detenidos Desaparecidos en Honduras), the leading independent human rights group, to this day no one has been prosecuted or convicted for any of the politically motivated killings of 34 members of the opposition and 10 journalists since Lobo took office, let alone for the over 300 killings by state security forces since the coup. Bertha Oliva, general co-ordinator of COFADEH, told BCTF representatives that “Honduras has devolved into a state of violence worse than in the 1930s.” Levels of corruption, repression, and impunity are higher than ever, and she fears things will only get worse in advance of elections slated for November 2013. Nancy Knickerbocker, BCTF media relations officer  Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=15166,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2008 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 20, Number 5, March 2008 Coincidence or cluster? By Jodie Nagy and Janice Travis It was late August 2000 and many staff at Riverside Elementary School in Maple Ridge were busy with the usual activities involved in preparing their classrooms for the upcoming school year. As bulletin boards were put up and desks arranged, an unwelcome surprise awaited—mould. Within the walls of classrooms located in one particular wing of the school, the growth of various moulds was soon detected. Instead of the usual beginning to a school year, the start-up process of RSE soon involved the complete shut down of that wing of the school, collection and lab assessment on the moulds found, and the subsequent renovations to the affected areas of the school. Due to the closure of a number of classrooms, all intermediate students and teachers had to be bussed to another school within the district. This disruption lasted for about four months. Staff and parents of the students who remained in the building expressed concern about possible health issues that could result from this situation, but were assured that the lab tests done on the moulds indicated there were no apparent dangers and that it would be safe to remain in the building. Flash forward to January 2008 and media attention is being focussed on what seems to be an unusual number of individuals diagnosed with cancer, all of whom worked at or attended RSE. At present, eight staff members and two former students have been diagnosed with cancer. Because this number seems high, parents and staff have started to question whether or not these cases could have something to do with the environmental conditions at RSE, either past or present. For example, was there anything in the air that could have led to weakened immune systems? Concerns from both teachers and parents were voiced to district personnel and they began to take steps to address them. At a public meeting held at the school on January 24, 2008, School District 42 officials, together with representatives from the Fraser Health Authority, informed parents and staff of what had been done to date and the preliminary results. One of the first steps taken was to involve the BC Cancer Agency. Based on data provided by SD 42, guidelines set out by the BC Cancer Research Centre will be used to determine whether or not the numbers of reported cancer cases at RSE qualify as a "cancer cluster." If so, the district has committed to doing a full environmental investigation. Although this question has yet to be answered, the preliminary findings indicate that the numbers at Riverside "do not support the presence of a cancer cluster." Staff and parents await the official word from the Cancer Research Centre. Will the final data mirror the preliminary findings? Will this seemingly high number of cancer cases from a single worksite have to be chalked up to coincidence? Time will tell. Having each worked at RSE for over seven years, including the 2000–01 school year, we, the authors of this article, have a particular interest in the findings. Each of us has been diagnosed with cancer, one with breast cancer in 2005 and the other with Non-Hodgkin’s Lymphoma in 2006. Thanks to the excellent treatments and care of the BC Cancer Agency, we are both currently in remission. Whether the incidents of cancers at RSE prove to be coincidence or cluster, it’s simply natural to always wonder about the possible causes of such a villainous disease. If there is anything to be learned from the story at RSE, perhaps it is simply to remember the importance of being aware of possible health and safety issues and to always, always advocate for your own personal health and well-being, as well as that of the students because, after all, they are our future. Jodie Nagy and Janice Travis teach at Riverside Elementary School, Maple Ridge. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/IssuesInEducation.aspx?id=10408&printPage=true,BCTF > School Closures > Strategies to resist school closures  	BCTF > Issues in Education  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Issues in Education > School Closures Strategies to resist school closures Strategies to resist school closures  Including the broader community, building connections between schools threatened with closures, and developing actions to influence decision-makers are important components in any campaign to save neighbourhood schools. The following strategies may be helpful to parents, teachers, and communities resisting school closures. Make sure the community knows about the closure Contact all parents at the school. Consider hosting a meeting for parents and other community members. Use community space to advertise meetings, provide updates, post concerns, recommend actions, and encourage community involvement. Post large signs or billboards beside schools threatened with closure, alerting the community to the need for action. Distribute and post handbills drawing attention to the issues. Submit letters to the editor of the newspaper to generate debate and inform the community. Hold a forum at the school and include a tour of the school and its classrooms. Encourage key community figures for comment on the closures at public meetings, in print, and in the press. Provide updates to radio, TV, and print reporters. Generate community support and action Consider a door-to-door blitz in the neighbourhood surrounding the schools to talk about the impact of closing the school, leave a handout with ways to get involved and/or collect signatures on a petition. Make a presentation to the city council and/or regional district. Ask neighbourhood businesses to join in campaigning to save the school, post notices, promote petitions, write letters to trustees, and make presentations to the school board and city council. Invite seniors, young adults, and others without children in school, to join in supporting the campaign. Include others who will be affected by closures. For example, solicit comment from realtors who understand how important an accessible school is to property values in a community, healthcare and environmental professionals who know the benefits of walking rather than driving to school, child development professionals who can attest to the impact on children of long days and travelling long distances on the bus, social planning professionals who can speak on the role of a neighbourhood school and neighbourhood connections, etc. Develop an e-mail network of parents and other concerned community members to provide information and quick updates. Question the need to close schools Encourage trustee allegiance to the community rather than to outside consultants. Call on trustees to work with the community on strategies to keep schools open. Ask trustees to submit a brief, requesting the funding needed to keep schools open, to government. Ask for full disclosure of school board budget information, including the financial rationale for closing schools, estimated savings, projected increase in transportation costs, details of board budget surpluses that may exist, etc. Draw on expertise in the community. Catalogue the financial costs downloaded onto parents and potential financial impact on the community when a neighbourhood school is closed. Build/Reinforce links between schools threatened with closure Actively avoid being pitted against other schools. This diverts attention from the source of the problem and from the decision-makers responsible. Share information and build a bond for joint work on resisting closures together. Consider creating a district-wide coalition to save schools from closure. Work together to secure and analyze relevant financial information. Create an e-mail list to share information quickly and develop joint responses. Build a resource bank, sharing expertise and contacts in communications, financial analysis, community planning, political action, economic development, etc. Influence the decisions and hold the decision-makers accountable Invite school trustees and MLAs to travel the distance that students will have to travel every day if the school is closed. Insist that the trustees, MLA(s), and school board officials meet with the school community to hear firsthand the impact of potential closures. Ask each trustee and the MLA(s) to report on what they are doing to keep schools in the community open. Post responses publicly and support any genuine efforts. Lobby by phone, e-mail and in person. Request meetings with trustees and the MLA(s) with delegations representing the various community concerns. Keep track of all requests for meetings and responses. Follow up in writing after all meetings. Have representatives attend all school board meetings to raise questions, talk with the press, talk with trustees informally, report to contacts network.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media jthornthwaite last tweet "MLA @douglas_horne thanking @colemancountry for his work w/ housing for BC @LindaReimerMLA @bcliberals http://t.co/zR6bdVGcRI" @jthornthwaite - 02:03am Follow @jthornthwaite BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=21678,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > October 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 23, Number 2, October 2010   Teaching is a political act  By Jane Turner   John Dewey was an early proponent of the importance of public education. He knew that literacy and numeracy skills were needed if the United States was to become a truly democratic society. The populace needed to know how to read, write, add, and subtract if they were to engage in the public discourse of the country. Dewey was supported in his democratic goals by industrialists who needed workers with these skills so they could engage in productive work in their factories and businesses. It was not an accident or an oversight that black Americans, the slaves, were not allowed to learn to read. Keeping a group in ignorance was one important aspect of exercising total control. Subsequent generations, and the governments that have ruled them, have known about the importance of what is being taught to students. Every time curriculum revisions are contemplated, interest and lobby groups line up at the government’s door trying to ensure their perspective is included. Why do they do this? Because what is taught and how it’s taught matters. Paulo Freire understood this. He looked at learners and saw they could occupy one of two positions. They could be objects or subjects. An object in an educational setting is someone who is taught to, the proverbial empty vessel who is filled with a few facts. Objects are done to; they do not do for themselves. Freire observed that in his homeland there was a culture of silence and that the whole educational system was one of the major instruments for the maintenance of this silence. Subjects, on the other hand, engage in their education, using it to become self-aware, critical thinkers and “agents of change” either for themselves or their community. Teachers in British Columbia’s public schools make choices every day as to whether they teach their students as objects or subjects. When we ask students to reflect on their learning, what it means for them and how they might use it in their lives, we are encouraging them to take charge of their own education. If we offer extra-curricular activities that allow students to grow, expand their skills and view of the world and self-knowledge, we are supporting their sense of self and as people who can change the world. However, if we demand that they blindly obey the rules, take in the information without question and regurgitate it on a test, then we are encouraging passivity and conformity. In other words, we are treating our students as objects. Freire said there is no neutral in the education process. We are either recreating what is, conformity, or critically evaluating our world and knowledge, agency. Teaching a child to read and understand what the words mean is not neutral. Neither is teaching them how to phonetically sound out a word, but not how to understand its impact. Both are political acts; one supports independent thought and action, the other supports compliance. Just as what we do as teachers has an impact on our students, what and how we learn has an impact on us. If we are presented with information and not allowed the time to critically engage with it on a PD day, are we being treated as objects? Is the expectation that we will unquestioningly take it all in and conform to the actions and norms that are being urged upon us? Teachers have fought for decades to be in control of their own professional learning. Setting our own PD agenda is an integral part of exercising professional autonomy, which in Freireian parlance means we are demanding to be subjects, not objects. I have often joked that teachers take on the role of PD chair in their locals because it is the least “political” of all the jobs available. Then they get into the role and find out everyone is trying to get control over teachers’ learning. Just like those who lobby for curriculum that reflects their point of view, many have a vested interest in controlling teachers’ learning. The past decade’s focus on literacy, numeracy, and assessment supports a political agenda. Teaching is a political act and many try to sway the political agenda in favour of their interests. Fortunately, teachers are committed to the interests of children, public education, and the community at large. That’s why we teach using the methods of inquiry and critical reflection. That’s why teachers resent using precious learning time to prepare students for tests, be they FSAs or Grade 10/11 exams, that focus on recall, not higher-level thinking. That’s why teachers want to protect their professional autonomy. That’s why our PD chairs are so important. They are the main interface between an agenda that sees teachers as objects, to be done to, and the teachers in the local who want to be subjects, engaging in learning that is meaningful to them.   Jane Turner is an assistant director, BCTF Professional and Social Issues Division.   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/12/losing-public-control-of-public.html?showComment0751355263033097,Staffroom Confidential: Losing public control of public education Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Monday, December 10, 2012 Losing public control of public education We elect three different governments to look after different parts of our school system. Locally elected School Boards develop budgets, define policy, and manage the day to day running of Districts. Provincial governments set curriculum and most education policy. They create the legal and regulatory framework for schools. The federal government plays a role in Aboriginal education and French education. But there are others wanting a say in how schools are run and governed, and they were not chosen by you or me. They are the ever growing field of education lobby groups - both non-profit and corporately funded. Sadly, our governments are more and more adopting their ideas rather than those of their electorate. The earliest and perhaps most influential is the OECD (Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development), an organization of which Canada is a member. This organization is not neutral - it aims to foster global development through economic growth. It therefore has a focus on skills and training in relation to education. It is the OECD that conducts the international standardized PISA tests that compare students from different countries in reading, writing, math and science. Noticeably absent from the OECD education program is any mention of education beyond training for the workforce or the role of education  in fostering and enhancing democracy.The OECD looks through just one lens - economic development. There is the Global Education Leaders Partnership. This is a self-styled independent but corporate backed lobby group. GELP was instrumental in fostering and helping develop the BC education plan, behind closed doors. There is C21 Canada - again, a corporately funded lobby group whose objectives orient around technology integration and radical change to schooling. They describe themselves: “C21 Canada is a national, not for profit organization that advocates for 21st Century models of learning in education. The goal of C21 Canada is to witness an accelerated pace of 21st competencies, instructional practices, and digital resources and services being integrated into Canada’s learning systems. C21 Canada is a unique blend of national education associations and knowledge sector businesses united in their belief that 21st Century models of learning must be adopted in public education on an urgent basis to position Canadians for economic, social and personal success in the high skills, knowledge and innovation based economy.” C21 Canada is funded primarily by business: Dell, EF Educational Tours, IBM, McGraw-Hill Ryerson, Microsoft, Nelson Education, Oxford University Press, Pearson, Scholastic Education, Smart Technologies; as well as two non-profit groups: the Canadian School Board Association and the Canadian Education Association. Their discussion document, Shifting Minds: A 21st Century Vision for Public Education in Canada  provides insight into their values. Despite the claim that “Canadians would prefer to see a national learning vision founded on Canadian values and principles”  the content is remarkably similar to what has been articulated in both the US and the UK by similar corporately backed non-profit lobby groups. There is the promotion of 21st Century “competencies” - a shift from content based curriculum to skill based curriculum. They also promote “radical transformation”, envisioned as “core  elements  of  public  education  that  must  undergo  elements  of transformation. This systemic change must be strategic and focused to be successful.” It includes curriculum overhaul, changes in pedagogy, modifying the learning environment, changing school governance structures and citizen engagement.  There is a heavy focus on technology, including: “anytime, anywhere learning”, “personalized learning opportunities” for “all students”, a commitment that “on-line learning, blended learning and virtual schools must be pursued as viable and relevant options to meeting the needs of many learners”, and “assistive technologies to support the diversified needs of learners must be ubiquitous.” There are private consultants, to help you transform your education system. One is 21st Century Learning Associates, a private business run by John Kershaw, the former Deputy Minister of Education in New Brunswick. These consultants are ready to step in when governments hire them for “Strategic Planning: Visioning and strategic planning expertise and development services in the field of public education, including policy, legislative and regulatory.” But sometimes governments just go straight to the source: the corporations themselves. Manitoba has just announced their 21st Century Learning initiative: “The Ministry of Education of the Government of Manitoba is set to make a major announcement to encourage youth to pursue careers in technology on December 5. The Ministry, represented by Deputy Minister Dr. Gerald Farthing, as well as the Information and Communications Technology Council (ICTC), along with Google Canada, Cisco Canada and Canada’s Association of IT Professionals (CIPS) will host a launch event in Winnipeg to kick off a major initiative. ” The tsunami of education reform is coming our way, and it is coming not from the needs and wants of parents and students. It is coming from the plethora of individuals, private businesses, non-profit lobby groups and corporations who have something to gain. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 3:33 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 5 comments: AnonymousDecember 10, 2012 at 8:29 PM Awesome work.You know the score. You forgot Ontario! We're even worse. Look at Michael Fullan on Daily Censored.ReplyDelete ThielmannDecember 11, 2012 at 1:41 PM Great article... like many others, I'm so glad you take the time to explore these issues... two thing stuck out for me, maybe you could provide further thoughts: “Canadians would prefer to see a national learning vision founded on Canadian values and principles” (from http://www.c21canada.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/11/Shifting-Minds-Revised.pdf p.3) -- what Canadian values do you think they are trying to appeal to? It kind of reminded me of how the Harper State appeals to nationalism and the Canadian Way (which they seek to redefine along party lines). On the other hand, how do we define the "needs and wants of parents and students?" Our education system serves many masters, including the global economy, so I suppose it will always be a battleground of values. "There is the promotion of 21st Century “competencies” - a shift from content based curriculum to skill based curriculum." -- why is this a corporate perspective? Do you see an agenda, beyond relevance, to the shift to competencies? I can think of a couple of reasons, but I'm curious to hear your perspective.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeDecember 11, 2012 at 1:57 PM Alfie Kohn has a very good book...What does it mean to be educated...that delves into that question. I also think you can look to private schools. Interestingly, parents want, and private schools offer, small classes, solid curriculum based on academics, a variety of well funded arts and sports programs, school trips. They are not nearly so subject to flavour of the day edu-fads. I also think the Charter for Public Education Network...which went through a process of actually asking parents and community members, is a good place to look. Obviously, not one answer to that question. But yes...the neo-Liberal vision, Friedman vision...whatever you call it, sees education as primarily job training. The Harper vision is probably even more insidious...it certainly does contain nationalism and reactionary ideas. Schools have a dual function - they can provide skills and knowledge that enable growth and fulfillment and emancipation but also they indoctrinate to the prevailing viewpoints. Just like religion, this can serve a progressive or a reactionary agenda, depending on the circumstance. On competencies...I am just writing my next post on that topic! I will leave it for there.Delete ThielmannDecember 11, 2012 at 2:42 PM Looking forward to your next post! I'm interested to see what gets published from the Ministry as a result of their community dialogue on grad requirements. I'd like to walk a group of students through a variety of "expectations" from their community, society, selves, parents, teachers, etc. and have them decide on a set of values they wish to appeal to in their self-assessment. Let's face it, as much as we all teach the same curriculum, the values we usually hold up as curricular goals are often our own. Sometimes that's a good thing.Delete Reply RitaDecember 12, 2012 at 7:45 AM Your posts make me think! Thank you. I am a transplant from BC into Saskatchewan. I definitely saw this in BC, but I see Saskatchewan following down the same road. The division I am in is adopting a framework from Ken O'Connor, "The Grade Doctor". I was wondering where the Fraser Institute fits into this scenario.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ▼  December (3) A tribute to #idlenomore When skills trump content Losing public control of public education ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141006,www.mysterytv.ca,http://www.mysterytv.ca/,MysteryTV - Home  Shaw Connect Expand News Entertainment Entertainment Home Celebs Movies TV Music Living Lifestyle Food Home & Living Sports Money Tech Travel Breaktime Autos Watch TV Online All Sites Global Global News Food Network HGTV History Television Showcase Slice DTOUR ET Canada National Geographic Movietime Lifetime H2 DIY Action NG Wild Mystery IFC BBC Deja Vu FYI Mystery TV Accessibility Skip to Main Menu Skip to Content Skip to Footer HOME SCHEDULE Law & Order Weekdays at 6pm Continuum   Weeknights at 9pm Rookie Blue   Weeknights at 10pm Extant Saturdays at 7pm A female astronaut tries to reconnect with her family when she returns after a year in outer space.  Under The Dome Saturdays at 8pm A small town that is suddenly and inexplicably sealed off from the rest of the world by a massive transparent dome. Haven Weekdays at 8pm The town of Haven is a longtime refuge for people that are affected by a range of supernatural afflictions. About the Network With the definitive mix of television's current suspense and crime drama franchises, including Law & Order SVU and Criminal Intent, House, Lie to Me and Bones, the destination for compelling and engrossing television is MYSTERY TV. Plus, catch Mystery Movies to add that extra thrill and chill to your week. Email: feedback@mysterytv.ca   Tel: 1-866-977-3663   This Week on Endgame: "The Caffeine Hit" IN THEATRES: Hobo With A Shotgun This Week on Endgame: "Turkish Hold'em" READ MORE ON SHOWCASE.CA Information temporarily unavailable. WHAT'S ON TONIGHT Haven 7:00PM Christie's Revenge MOW 8:00PM True Crime Scene 10:00PM Advertisement You might also like ... Showcase Big. Bold. Hits. With a top-rated line-up of hit series, breakout cable exclusives and big-ticket movies, Showcase is a powerhouse of TV’s best. Action With the most thrilling combination of high-energy hit movies and high-stakes series, Action provides non-stop access to explosive programming. | HOME   | SCHEDULE |   Subscribe to Channel | About Us | Privacy Policy | Terms & Conditions | Media | Advertising | Contact Us   Food Network | Global Television | HGTV | History | Showcase | Slice  © Shaw Media Inc., 2014. All rights reserved.  )
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=29052&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2013 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 25, Number 4, Jan./Feb. 2013   Poverty-related barriers encountered by students in adult education  By Margaret White   This article presents a summary of a group discussion with the BCTF Adult Education Advisory Committee, facilitated by Margaret White, research analyst (BCTF Research) on poverty and education issues specific to adults attending public school adult education programs. The discussion revealed several poverty-related barriers that make it difficult for adults to attend and complete adult education courses. Much concern was expressed about how restructuring of adult education programs is increasing the barriers faced by low-income adult students. Logistical barriers—Balancing childcare, paid work, and school  Some of these barriers are logistical, as adult students often must balance childcare responsibilities, work demands, and attending school, with limited options for transportation. In rural and semi-rural areas, there may be no reliable way for adult students to get to school as public transit services are very limited. Low-income students cannot always afford the cost of transit when it is available. Lack of affordable childcare can pose significant barriers to adult students who are returning to school. Childcare services are non-existent in some areas of the North. In areas where childcare is available, the hours of operation do not always fit with the parent’s school schedule or the service is not located at or near the learning centre. Balancing the demands of paid employment with school schedules can also pose barriers for adult students. Adult students often depend on employment income for survival and have little control over their work schedule when it conflicts with the needs of their school-work. As work schedules are changeable, students cannot always predict when they will work. Economic barriers—Living on a poverty-level income  Adult education teachers observed that many adult students are living on a limited income that does not cover the necessities of life, including access to nutritious food. They described situations where parents feed their children first, when there is not enough food to go around. Poverty is also an issue for young persons who are newly living on their own, with limited government support. These students receive just enough to pay the rent but not enough money to provide adequate food or nutrition. There are no subsidized meal programs for adult students such as those offered to school-aged students. Barriers related to the cost of resources to support learning  Low-income students cannot always afford school-related costs such as the Cost of Book Deposit (up to $100 per course) or registration fees. A concern was expressed that there is increasing pressure by administration to enforce collection of book deposits, etc. from adult students. Another barrier identified was that low-income students may have less access to technology, which can affect the quality and presentation of assignments (spell-check, typed vs. hand-written) compared to other students. Some public libraries provide computers for student use. Access varies depending on how close students live to a library, the hours of operation, and the availability of computers. An example was provided of a rural area where the public library service is well-integrated with the adult education program. Institutional barriers—Erosion of adult education programs and services  Concerns were also expressed about how budget cuts and restructuring of adult education programs are making it harder for low-income students to attend and complete adult education courses. These included a loss of provincial ABE funds to assist with school fees, textbooks, and transportation; loss or reduction of self-paced programs; loss of counselling services; and inadequate support for students with special needs when moved into adult programs. Loss of self-paced programs  A key concern that emerged in the discussion was about how the restructuring of adult education programs has reduced support for adult education students who face multiple barriers. Self-paced programs provided more flexibility for adult students but are no longer available in some districts. Fewer self-paced learning programs means less flexibility to adapt learning to the needs of adult students (e.g., childcare, inflexible work schedules) and to adjust learning to a pace comfortable for the student. The loss of self-paced learning programs has the greatest impact on low-income adults who need the flexibility of a self-paced program to overcome the barriers that make it difficult for them to complete their education. Loss of counselling services for adult students facing multiple barriers   The discussion revealed an erosion of programs and services to support adult students to overcome barriers to education. These included a loss of counselling services in Adult Learning Centres to assist vulnerable adult students with emotional counselling; finding childcare and affordable housing; financial assistance to cover costs associated with attending school; and access to other services. Some young adults need access to addiction counselling as part of a strategy to support their return to school so they can complete high-school requirements. Lack of resources to support adult students with special needs  Another concern was the lack of assessment and support for students who have learning disabilities, or who are in need of learning support to successfully complete courses. An example was given of where a program geared to special needs students closed, with some of these students moving to an adult education program with none of the supports available in the special needs program. Lack of awareness of the unique needs of adult students  The adult educators emphasized the need for flexible programs for adult students to help them balance the many demands they have on them in addition to attending school. They noted that many administrators are from K-12 schools, work primarily with school-aged students, and are not necessarily aware of the issues/barriers faced by adult students. Change in the focus of adult education to high-achieving students  Adult education teachers observed that the composition of adult education students was changing, with a shift in the focus and support away from high-needs adult students to high-achieving adult students. For example, night-school programs that are more geared to students who are likely to do well. They attributed the growing income disparity between adult students to changes in ministry policy and the loss of services to support low-income students facing multiple barriers to completing an education. Addressing poverty-related barriers   The group discussion with adult education teachers revealed multiple barriers for adult students, many of which are related to poverty. Adult educators emphasized the need for self-paced learning programs to provide adult students with the flexibility needed to overcome poverty-related barriers to completing their education. They also stressed the importance of self-paced learning programs for students with multiple risk-factors who have experienced little success in the regular K to 12 school system. These students need support to ease into adult education with time to build confidence in their ability to succeed at school-work. Much concern was expressed that the restructuring of adult education programs is increasing the barriers faced by low-income adult students, through reduced services to address these barriers, the loss of financial assistance for adult learners, and the elimination or reduction of self-paced programs. Offering adult education programs for low-income adults that are flexible and responsive to their needs so they can complete high-school and pursue further education can remove a significant barrier to moving out of poverty. Further work is needed to evaluate how changes in adult education programs and policies is affecting the ability of low-income adult students to complete high school requirements and/or secondary courses required to pursue a post-secondary education. Margaret White, BCTF Research in collaboration with the BCTF Adult Education Advisory Committee )
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=23291,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 23, Number 7, May/June 2011 Can you plan for your future on a teacher’s salary? By Patricia Douglas For many teachers, it feels like it is harder and harder to make ends meet. Past salary increases have not always kept up with the rate of inflation and it still takes 10 full years of teaching to reach the maximum salary rate. With contract negotiations in the beginning stages and a salary increase as one of the main bargaining goals, let’s look at some of the key economic issues faced by BC teachers: Student loans Many young people do not have the personal resources to be out of the full-time work force for five years while they earn their education degrees and they look to student loans to get them through. The rise in tuition fees has also had an impact on the number of students applying for student loans and the debt level. Well over one-half (57%) of the graduating class of 2005 had student loans, up from 49%, 10 years earlier. Average student debt on graduation rose from $15,200 to $18,800 during the same decade. Source: Stats Canada. The proportion of borrowers who graduated with debt loads of at least $25,000 increased to 27% in 2005 from 17% in 1995. Source: Stats Canada. Debt management Student loans, along with other forms of borrowing for education and loss of potential income while in school, mean many teachers start out their careers with some level of debt. Statistics on student loans are readily available and indicate: Only two out of five graduates from the class of 2000 who had left school owing money to government student loans had completely repaid their debt five years after graduation. Source: Stats Canada. Many young people, including teachers, have never had the opportunity to learn about debt management. They are often unaware of the help that is available to them and with low income levels in their first years in the profession become further mired in debt. An Angus Reid survey conducted for Mint.com in December 2010 suggests that only 13% of Canadians have a plan to get out of debt. Budgeting Effective budgeting is one of the keystones to managing debt and saving for the future. However, our school system to date has relied on parents and families to teach young people these skills with the following result: 94% of Canadians think budgeting is important but just 13% have a formal plan and only half of those stick to it. 69% of household financial plans are rough or informal and 64% try to manage without a plan at all. Source: Angus Reid survey, Dec. 2010 Spending Setting up a plan to decide on spending priorities is another method of allocating financial resources to go further. However, extremely low interest rates, a consumer-oriented society and a need to keep up with the Joneses have lead Canadians to increase their spending and their debt levels. Teachers are also well-known for the thousands of dollars they spend annually for extra resources for their students and their classrooms. What we are spending compared to our affordability has hit an all time high—the ratio of household credit market debt to disposable income is at 148.1%, a 65% increase from the early 1990s and puts us above the US for the first time in nearly 20 years. Source: Stats Canada, Dec. 2010. Department store credit cards are charging up to 19.75% per year and other credit cards may charge up to 28% per year on outstanding amounts not paid off within the 30 day grace period. Saving Although there are now many saving instruments available with tax benefits, such as RRSPs and TFSAs as well as RESPs and RDSPs, it is difficult for most young teachers to put money away for a rainy day, their child’s education or their retirement. If there is extra money available, do they have the expertise to put it into the right type of investment to meet their short and long-term goals? Should they play the market? Put money into CSBs or GICs or use the tax savings instruments mentioned above? Research shows that 8 in 10 people who withdraw money from Registered Retirement Savings Plans are 60 years of age or younger. Source: Stats Canada Only 39% of Canadians made an RRSP contribution in 2010 and very few Canadians contribute the maximum amount for which they are eligible, resulting in about $500 billion in unused RRSP contribution room. Source: BMO Retirement Institute 23% of Canadians said they owned a TFSA as of January 2010. Source: Consumer Council of Canada Your credit score There are two companies in Canada that maintain records on an individual’s or family’s ability to handle credit wisely—Equifax and Trans Union. Your credit score determines your ability to get credit as well as the interest rate you will have to pay for that credit. A credit score of 680 seems to be the cut off for buying a home with a mortgage. Below 600 you are going to a ‘B’ lender, which means the interest rate you pay may be 3% or more above what people with good credit scores pay. Also lenders charge 1% of the value of the mortgage for people with bad credit and the broker will also demand 1% more. Source: Vancouver Sun, Jan 19/11 What things can teachers do to get their finances in order while they await the outcome of our salary negotiations? Have a plan with short-term and long-term goals. Start a budget. Talk to the professionals at a bank or credit union, credit counseling service or a reputable investment firm. Get advice early in your career—much of the earning potential of investments comes from long-term growth. Find out what your credit score is and what you could do to improve it. Attend the one-day seminar for all teachers on October 21, 2011, at Kwantlen Polytechnic University in Richmond. Experts in a variety of financial areas will speak on topics including: How to choose an investment advisor Debt management strategies Protecting yourself and your financial information online Strategies and financial resources for the care of aging parents How to invest to meet long and short-term goals Affording real estate in BC Financial planning for a comfortable retirement How to survive a home renovation Protecting your family and financial assets during emergencies Wills, estate planning, and executor responsibilities Patricia Douglas teaches at David Thompson Secondary School and is newsletter editor of the BC Business Educators’ Association. For more information, go to bctf.ca/bcbea/, click on conferences. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2011/11/change-sweeps-across-many-bc-school.html?showComment0751321832516783,Staffroom Confidential: Change sweeps across many BC school Boards Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Sunday, November 20, 2011 Change sweeps across many BC school Boards My home district of Victoria was just one of many to see a wave of change in the school trustee elections yesterday. Three incumbent trustees were defeated by three newcomers - all three endorsed by the Labour Council and the local teachers' association. All three newcomers are advocates against cuts and in support of smaller class sizes and full funding. Four of my own "picks" were elected - Catherine Alpha, Edith Loring Kuhanga, Deborah Nohr and Diane McNally. Results for Victoria, Sooke and Saanich are available here: http://www.cfax1070.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=3883%3Amainlocal-news-template&catid=45%3Amainlocal-news&Itemid=155#.Tsi0P5BhPU4.facebook But Victoria was not alone. In Burnaby, the reactionary Parents Voice, running on a platform opposing a new homophobia policy, received less than 3% of the vote. This demonstrates that the anti-gay message they espoused was not what Burnaby voters support. Instead, progressive trustees swept the Burnaby Board. In Langley, the Board shifted from a progressive minority to a progressive majority. This will be a welcome change in a district plagues with mismanagement and financial problems. New progressive trustees were elected in Kamloops, Maple Ridge, Delta, Mission, Vernon and Kootenay Columbia. In Cowichan, the five candidates from CAPE (Community Alliance for Public Education) were all elected, creating a majority on the Board. Look to Cowichan to be a leader in the coming months to fight for better funding for schools. Trustee Edith Haythornthwaite is one of BC's most progressive educational leaders, and she will now be working in a majority on her Board. Perhaps the biggest disappointment was the loss of COPE candidates in Vancouver, and particularly Jane Bouey, a longtime advocate for LGBTQ within schools. Also disappointing was the continuation of the Surrey Education First slate. The progressive Surrey Civic Coalition was only able to maintain their existing seat. Many trustees were under scrutiny for their role in the recent contract dispute between teachers and the bargaining agent, BC Public School Employers' Association (BCPSEA). But many also know that BCPSEA is directed by school trustees and government in a "co-governance" model. This means support for a "net zero" mandate and a desire to make major attacks on teachers' collective agreements have also come directly from trustees. The chair of BCPSEA, elected from among trustee representative, Melanie Joy, almost lost her seat. She won by a mere 50 votes against two contenders who split the remaining vote. She has the support of only 41% of her electorate. The chair of the BC School Trustees Association (BCSTA), Michael McEvoy, was re-elected, but slipped from sixth to seventh place. With this change in the air, hopefully a new set of trustees will bring a renewed vigor to the fight for full funding  for school Boards. And hopefully they will push government and BCPSEA to come back to the bargaining table with a real mandate to bargain. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 3:21 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 5 comments: KamloopsEdTechNovember 20, 2011 at 3:36 PM I guess that the results will vary from district to district about how much boards changed. But will the "small" changes to school boards really be enough to cause BCPSEA to change at the bargaining table? I heard Mel Joy boasting today on twitter that all the BCSPEA reps got re-elected. So, I think it will still be status-quo....unfortunately.ReplyDelete Tara EhrckeNovember 20, 2011 at 3:41 PM I think that is Mel's spin. She won only by 50 votes with 41%. Had there been only one contender she probably would have lost. It's very hard to unseat an incumbent in school trustee elections. I'd also guess that not many know who the trustees are that function as directors to bcpsea. There was no concerted campaign to unseat them.ReplyDelete Simon TrueloveNovember 20, 2011 at 7:49 PM I don't think its true to say the net zero mandate comes from trustees. It didn't even come from BCPSEA - it came from the treasury board of the government. Not all BCPSEA reps got re-elected. Also, remember that BCPSEA reps do not actually represent their boards. They are appointed by the boards but they often vote on things with no time to consult. Although they are trustees, as a body they deny that they have any responsibility to follow the wishes of their boards or even to consult them. In contrast,If you read recent statements coming from BCSTA they strongly stress the need for improved funding in many areas and they never suggest it should come out of staff salaries.ReplyDelete Tara EhrckeNovember 20, 2011 at 7:59 PM I think I said "support"...I agree that "net zero" originated with the BC Libs, but no Trustee I know has spoken publicly against it, nor has the Trustee side of the "co-governance" group opposed it. So they are complicit. As to BCPSEA processes...well that is up to Trustees to fix if there is a problem. Boards pay fees, and they could refuse to pay if they really had an interest in changing the structures. I think they are happy with them...they don't have to take any responsibility for unpopular decisions and be accountable for how they treat teachers in bargaining. Plus, each Board elects their BCPSEA rep - so they do represent their Board. Many Boards have in camera meetings to take positions on items that come to BCPSEA meetings. They are much more connected to Trustees than I think you give credit for.ReplyDelete LGTNovember 21, 2011 at 12:23 AM Thank you Tara, for the continuous updates, pertinent information and your consistent stance for justice.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ▼  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ▼  November (8) LRB dismisses BCPSEA application 19th century labour relations for 21st century edu... Change sweeps across many BC school Boards Victoria Trustee candidates - My voting card Is Bill 33 discriminatory? Pearson-alized learning: Guest commentary on #bced... Smartphones or saxophones? bcedplan gets it wrong Teacher activism: Keeping BC's education system st... ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=14666,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 20, Number 3, November/December 2007 Ministry backs away from secondary spending cuts The Ministry of Education appears to be partially backing away from its mid-year claw back of funds from school districts. Its October 18, 2007 announcement of cuts to secondary schools had created the potential for significant disruption of school classes and programs in most districts. In an attempt to deal with the controversy created by blindsiding Boards of Education budget plans, the ministry has now released six pages of revised rules for school districts to use in recalculating funding for the current school year. The new policies are announced in the document: "Frequently Asked Questions: Funding Formula Adjustments." "It is clear that a revision of the revision of the funding formula is under way," said BCTF president Irene Lanzinger. "These changes continue to send shock waves in school communities. The process of reporting to the ministry has just become even more complex and time-consuming for school districts and once again school districts are unevenly punished by the changes." The ministry is short $50 million in a $4.3 billion budget. "Where does it look for savings? Not to the ministry itself, or its increasing bureaucracy, or to pet projects like the BC Educational Leadership Council. Instead, they attempted to take it directly from classrooms and from our most vulnerable students..." said Lanzinger. Clawing back funds that support students makes no sense when there is a healthy provincial surplus of $4 billion. The question arises why huge cost overruns have been tolerated for the downtown convention centre but not when it comes to our childrens learning. At a meeting with Education Minister Shirley Bond, the BCTF executive members raised the concerns expressed by the BCTF Representative Assembly about the recent changes to the funding formula. The minister provided a copy of Frequently Asked Questions regarding the funding changes and also agreed that once the latest data on class size and composition was available they should hold another bilateral meeting specifically on this topic, in addition to any discussion at the roundtable.  Murray Dobbin Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012_04_01_archive.html,Staffroom Confidential: April 2012 Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Friday, April 27, 2012 Parents take note - Bill 36 is an attack on you Having successfully removed teachers as an "obstacle" to the BC Education Plan, yesterday George Abbott introduced enabling legislation to change the school year, day, and total instructional time provided to students. Bill 36 removes the requirement for School Boards to follow the standard school calendar, and most importantly allows the Minister to change, through regulation, the minimum number of instructional hours in the year. It also enables more online and blended learning for all grade levels and the introduction of fees for International Baccalaureate programs. Although the media has focused on the school year, the scariest part of this legislation is the change to the minimum number of instructional hours through regulation. Here is the actual section of the Bill, which allows the Minister to: prescribing the minimum number of hours of instruction that a board must offer to students enrolled in the schools in its school district, including prescribing that there is no minimum number of hours of instruction for prescribed classes of students, schools or educational programs; If parents are wondering what this might look like, then look no further than the changes that have taken place in the delivery of Planning 10. In some schools in BC, every grade 10 student goes to the gymnasium once a week for a lecture (this can be in excess of 100 students). There is no or little further instructional time for these students. The remainder of the course is taught through a "blended" model with online components or simply assignments that are done on the student's own time and handed in. The instructional time goes from 400 minutes per week in a class with 30 students, to 80 minutes per week in a class with 100 or more students. Typically this can reduce the teacher hours needed by half. This already happens at a school in my District, Greater Victoria. Here is the "rationale" for the over-sized class buried on our Class Size report (http://www.sd61.bc.ca/super/Spotlight/September_30th_2011_Class_Size_Report.pdf): Students meet weekly as a whole group with the two Vice Principals before dividing into smaller groups. Students work independently, frequently in small groups on specific projects. The Vice Principals requested this configuration. Under Bill 22, teachers will simply be told to accept this configuration and class size. No limits will exist. Under Bill 36, students will simply be told to accept this configuration. No minimum instructional time will exist. Currently, for any class this large, there had to be smaller classes to compensate, because the School Act had class size averages required. So perhaps there was some rationale for doing this for some classes to enable smaller classes in more challenging subject areas. Now, under Bill 22 and Bill 36, a District can configure as many of these classes as they want. A brief look at the success rates of self-directed online learning with inadequate instructional time and teacher support shows that these programs are dismal failures. Even with supports distributed learning completion rates are much lower than in a "brick and mortar" school (see for instance, this North Vancouver school report: http://www.nvsd44.bc.ca/en/DistributedLearning44/~/media/Programs/Distributed%20Learning/2010-2011/PDFs/DL%20School%20Plan%20Final.ashx). In the US, where some states are requiring students to take at least one course in an online or blended model, the failure rates are similarly poor. Independent, self-directed, blended learning works for a small segment of the population. It is not particularly successful for the majority of teenagers. At this age, students need motivation, structure, face to face instruction, and social interaction. Reducing instructional time will worsen student outcomes for the majority of students. This is all about saving money and gutting the public education system. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 8:32 AM 6 comments: Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest Wednesday, April 25, 2012 On Bill 22, the LRB, report cards, and raw power On Friday last week, the Labour Relations Board issued an order insisting that BC teachers complete an extra report card by this Friday. There is a lot to say about this, but let's start with the outcomes: 1. Parents will get an abridged report card next week, and then a very similar one in six weeks time. Very little will be accomplished with respect to student learning. In fact, in all likelihood, the biggest impact to student learning will be from the stressed out, overtired teachers this week. 2. Teachers are more upset and demoralized than ever. One district will be wearing red on Friday. The overwhelming feeling is that of disrespect for the teaching profession and teachers as individuals. Teachers perceive this as an exercise of power, not a sensible pedagogical choice. And they are right. Even the employer's association, BCPSEA, said as much in their application to the labour board. 3. It is more clear than ever that the only remaining lawful form of protest under Bill 22 is the withdrawal of voluntary and extra curricular activities. The report card issue has probably motivated more teachers to adhere to the vote results last week to stop these activities. The employer, the government and school boards like to say they are acting in students' interests. But in this case, they were simply exercising raw power. The case put forward by the employer did not reference students, the necessity of report cards or the need to report for vulnerable students. The argument from the employer was simply that they have the right to issue an order and have it complied with. They relied on the Education Improvement Act (Bill 22) to support their case. Teachers no longer have the right to collective action so they must do what we say. The labour board did issue the order, and it was reliant on Bill 22 in doing so. The experience has shone a light on what life for teachers will be like under Bill 22 - a world where BCPSEA, the Ministry of Education, School Boards, Superintendents and Principals make decisions and everyone must simply do as they are told. This experience was replicated at the District and school level. In my District, Greater Victoria, the Superintendent issued requirements for reporting on Friday. Then, on Tuesday, they changed. No longer could teachers use the report card format in use at their school for years, they had to use software not always available (Report Writer) or an old District template from the 1990's that is no longer accurate. Some teachers who spent the entire weekend completing their reports were told to re-do them on Tuesday. Some teachers were told to submit reports on over 300 students in less than a week, on top of their regular teaching duties. In Vancouver, where an agreement had been reached for end of year reports, the Board simply reneged on the agreement and changed the rules. Gone will be the days of collaboration in schools. The new model is indeed that of master and slave - directions and being directed. The exercise of raw power. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 5:38 PM 2 comments: Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest Saturday, April 21, 2012 Bill 22 and US education 'reform' A teacher wrote on our Facebook page the other day asking what the connection was between Bill 22 and US education reforms. I had posted an article about a teacher who was fired for engaging in political activities with students regarding the young black student in Florida who was shot dead, and suggested that Bill 22 was taking us down this road. That article is here: http://www.tolerance.org/blog/teacher-fired-over-trayvon-martin-fundraiser I realized that I haven't written enough about US education 'reform' and I should, as it seems to me these are the template for our government. There is a lot to say, but here is my answer to that teacher's question: The No Child Left Behind and Race to the Top programs have influenced all public schools in the US. Teacher tenure (what we call seniority) is being eliminated, evaluation is more and more based on student test scores rather than teacher observation, and public schools under the local control of democratically elected boards are being replaced with Charter schools (often run by companies or private boards with no democratic community input). Many states are eliminating the rights of teacher unions to bargain working conditions (e.g. Wisconsin and Ohio) just as Bill 22 takes away the rights of BC teachers to bargain our working conditions in relation to class size and class composition. It is true that Bill 22 does not say definitively what the impact on seniority will be, but having sat at the bargaining table I know that what BCPSEA wants and will push for in mediation is hiring based on "suitability in the opinion of the Principal". This is the definition of qualifications that they proposed and you can find in their proposals on the bcpsea web site. Bill 22 requires that a new collective agreement must conform with this:" (iii) scheduling and selection of teachers suited to student needs;". This wording suggests that student needs and teacher needs are at odds. It is there to force the mediator to be in alignment with hiring systems that do not infringe on management's right to hire according to what they believe are "student needs". They will say that seniority infringes on this right. Here is what US Education Secretary Arne Duncan says about teacher tenure, hiring and schools: "And I'm telling you as well that, when inflexible seniority and rigid tenure rules that we designed put adults ahead of children, then we are not only putting kids at risk, we're also putting the entire education system at risk. We're inviting the attack of parents and the public, and that is not good for any of us. I believe that teacher unions are at a crossroads. These policies were created over the past century to protect the rights of teachers, but they have produced an industrial factory model of education that treats all teachers like interchangeable widgets." The common threads are to suggest there is a false dichotomy - namely that teacher interests and student interests are at odds. This dichotomy is set up to provide a pretext to blame teachers for school failure and student failure, when in fact teachers are teaching without adequate support, to high levels of children living in poverty, to classes that are too large, and without services needed to address specific student needs. Teachers are being used as a scapegoat for failing to properly fund education. The myth is set up that educations failures are due to "bad teachers" because seniority (or tenure) keeps them in the system. The reality is that bad teachers should be removed from the system with fair evaluation practices. In our contract, we have evaluation systems based on actual observations of teaching, the District uses them, and they are a fair way to assess whether or not a teacher is competent and provide a mechanism to remove truly incompetent teachers from schools. Really, neither tenure nor seniority have anything to do with competence or qualifications. In our system as it is a teacher must be qualified (based on education and experience) to be considered for a position and if they are not competent it will be addressed through evaluation, which can lead to dismissal. Seniority simply defines a fair way to determine which of several qualified and competent teachers goes into which positions. For example, the more senior teacher would be able to choose the grade 2 class at Sir James Douglas, above the grade 3 class at Margaret Jenkins. The two teachers who end up in each class must both be qualified for elementary teaching and are regularly evaluated. This issue is really all about control. Management wants the right to determine who to hire. They will claim it is in the interest of students. However this is a subjective criteria. Who decides? Which students? How does the Principal know the students' needs? And who overseas those decisions to make sure they really are what they say? Just as in so called "merit" hiring systems, this leaves all the subjective choice to the manager (the school Principal in this case). What we know is that many managers abuse this power and in fact discriminate or choose based on personal preference, friendship, convenience, and many other reasons. Already, one Victoria Principal said to a young teacher: "don't worry, there are teachers in this school who have put in 25 good years. I will have a job for you." This Principal wants to replace what he perceives to be older tired teachers with younger teachers with no actual evidence about what is "best for children". This is age discrimination. In another real world case that happened in Victoria, a Principal eliminated a teacher's job who was on maternity leave because she thought it would be hard to find a replacement. That teacher lost her job because she was pregnant - not because of anything to do with her teaching ability. This was another case of discrimination, this time based on sex and family status. For more on what is happening in US education, I highly recommend reading Diane Ravitch. She actually used to work in the George Bush government but learned the hard way the failures of the so-called "reform" policies around "choice", elimination of teacher tenure, attacks on teacher unions, merit pay, test based ranking systems, and so forth. If you look at BCPSEA's bargaining proposals, and the limitations in Bill 22 on the mediation framework, you will see the same ideological features. Diane Ravitch writes a blog here: http://blogs.edweek.org/edweek/Bridging-Differences/ Bill 22 is designed to introduce the same type of reforms...allow Boards to save money with larger classes, reduce the amount of spending by government on public education, make it easier to fire teachers, blame teachers for the shortcomings by highlighting "teacher quality", use the cover of "children first" to hide policy initiatives that are about something very different - cutting costs, reducing accountability, reducing public oversight, lowering the quality of services, and introducing private companies into the education sphere (particularly in the technology realm). Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 9:25 AM No comments: Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest Saturday, April 14, 2012 Bill 22 and the erosion of teacher professionalism The mainstream media love to print stories chiding teachers for being in a union (and a militant one at that). One of the their arguments is that trade unionism is counter to professionalsim. Nothing could be further from the truth. Now in particular, professions will need their unions and associations to protect the high quality services that professionals provide, and to ensure that public services remain of the same quality that private services are able to provide. All professions are facing erosion from governments wanting to downgrade wages and benefits for all working people in society. Professionals are a target, and publicly paid professionals especially. Not only teachers are threatened by the BC Liberals and the "austerity" seeking Ontario government. So are lawyers and doctors, such as the BC anesthetists and lawyers providing legal aid. Under the guise of "restructuring" to improve "cost efficiency", the government wants to downgrade services levels. For example, the BC Liberal government's claim that the courts require restructuring is really about downgrading the wages and benefits of workers within the court system and could impact the ability of citizens to get a fair hearing at a fair trial with properly trained judges hearing the case and properly trained lawyers representing those who require that representation. The argument put forward goes like this: Professionals are too costly, we don't have the money, therefore let's restructure our services so that more tasks are done by paraprofessionals, whom we can pay less. There are two problems with this argument. First, it rests on the assumption that professionals do many tasks that could be done by individuals with less training and experience. In other words, it rests on the notion that most professionals are over-qualified for much of the work they do. Certainly in teaching, I don't believe this to be the case. In fact it is ironic that the same government that wants paraprofessionals doing more teaching tasks also wants to improve "teacher quality" through changes to pre-service training. Generally speaking, the better qualified the professional, the higher quality the service. In fact, I believe that the best way to ensure high quality services is to have high standards for entry into a particular profession (or trade). Professional qualifications have evolved over decades and centuries to ensure high quality service and professional organizations exist to ensure that those professionals who do not maintain these high quality services are removed from the profession. If this government were serious about "teacher quality", they would increase the standards for entry (for example, require a Master's degree, as Finland does) and raise wages to reflect the corresponding training needed. This isn't to say that para-professionals are not important or valuable. They absolutely are. But it is wrong to reorganize job requirements because of cost savings due to wages. If there is a genuine need to reorganize how we deliver services it should be based on service quality, not on wage rates. The irony of the BC Liberal slogan "students first" is that in fact they are putting "money first", and students are going to get larger classes, harried teachers, and more instruction from Education Assistants as opposed to teachers. In today's climate, the push to lower qualifications, to restructure public services and to enable more delivery by para-professionals or through the private sector is part of a drive to generally lower the cost of those services, regardless of the impact on service quality. And significantly, it is public services that are being eroded. The stratification of society into the 99% and the 1% is occuring not just in the realm of salaries and wealth, but also in the public realm, where public services are crumbling while private alternatives thrive. For those who can afford it, the best can be bought and the quality of public services really doesn't matter. This trend is already happening in public education. For example, since the passage of Bill 28 in 2002 and the elimination of staffing ratios in schools, BC has lost 700 special education teachers and at the same time gained thousands of much lower paid Education Assistants. Now as it happens, we need those Education Assistants. But they do not replace the work previously done by the special education teachers. An Education Assistant typically has a six month college course in preparation for the position. A special education teacher has a five year education degree plus an additional year of special education course work at the post-graduate level. The services they provide are different, and in neither case does one replace another. It is for all these reasons that a teacher friend of mine made the following comments on the upcoming vote to take action against Bill 22 - new legislation that among other things will enable contracting out of teaching work to education para-professionals: "For quite a while I have had a foreboding sense that teachers in this province will experience the same dismal outcome as HEU employees after Bill 29 (the Health and Social Services Delivery Improvement Act) that  enabled the widespread privatization of health sector jobs. Learning from Colin Hansen's experience and Bill 29's legal aftermath, George Abbott has crafted his own teacher-proof Education Improvement Act. Thus, Bill 22 is much more than it seems - in addition to establishing ministerial and managerial ascendancy over our profession, Bill 22 is a precursor to a wholesale restructuring of the manner in which this province will deliver educational services - a restructuring that will require significantly fewer certified teachers. The hiring and firing flexibility that this Act grants to our employers so that they can achieve future efficiencies should scare all teachers, whether they see themselves as darlings of administration or not.  Voluntary and un-remunerated activities may well add value to a teacher's employment profile, but they won't address the cost savings needed by school districts in the near future - such savings will only be achieved by contracting out much of our work to lower paid teaching assistants and/or to the lowest-bidding private community and online agencies. Teachers in this province better wake up now to the need to act in unison against Bill 22. The perils of our Action Plan pale in comparison to the nightmare George Abbot has in store for us.  And don't depend upon a future NDP government rescinding this legislation without a similar battle -  they won't, the potential cost-savings to BC's tax-payers are too huge to contemplate such a gratuitous and generous act.   We must act now to convince the public that the enhancement of managerial rights and the pursuit of greater cost efficiencies will not make public education in this province better -  it will make it worse, much worse, both for teachers and for children.  It is our profession to defend, they are our jobs to preserve -  vote and act knowing what truly is at stake." Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 11:41 AM 3 comments: Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest Tuesday, April 10, 2012 Surrey teachers speak to Mr. Abbott From the Chimney Hill Elementary Teaching Staff To the Honourable George Abbott, Minister of Education On the Occasion of His Visit to Our School. We have chosen as a teaching staff to address our concerns to you in the form of a letter. We do not want a question and answer session to be portrayed in the media as Minister Abbott listening to the concerns of “real teachers”. Real teachers – our elected representatives, that is, the BCTF Bargaining team – have been in negotiations with our employer (which is, in essence, your government) for over a year now. They have shown great flexibility in negotiations by tabling various amendments to our initial positions. Our employer has offered nothing – no improvements for class size and composition, and not even a cost of living salary increase, which our own Surrey School Trustees recently awarded themselves. Our employer has asked us to give up our seniority rights, give up our ability to choose professional development to suit our individual needs as reflective teachers, and allow them to fire us after one less‐than‐satisfactory evaluation. If you think that “real teachers” think this is reasonable, you are very out of touch with the teachers of this province. There are 41,000 teachers in this province. While 100% of teachers will not agree with 100% of our union’s actions 100% of the time you can be assured that our union’s positions represent the broad consensus of BC’s teachers. Your failure to engage in meaningful negotiations, your failure to compromise, and your imposition of punitive legislation through Bill 22 is a profound insult to all BC teachers. You put our public education system at great risk through the disrespect that you show towards the province’s teachers. We believe Bill 22 is the ultimate example of the disrespect that your government has shown towards our profession. While it is called the Education Improvement Act, it actually weakens your government’s own class size and composition legislation. While it claims to address Justice Griffin’s ruling on Bills 27 and 28, it simply repeals and then reinstates these bills. And while it claims to offer a mediation process, it is not a real mediation process, because its parameters include stripping employment rights from our contract. Also, the so‐called “mediator” you have appointed has no mediation or K – 12 experience, and his impartiality is questionable. Since your government has been in office, BC’s public school teachers have witnessed a steady decline in the level of service that we have been able to offer our students. Bills 27 and 28 removed class size and composition guarantees and minimum levels of specialist teachers from our contract. At the time, we were told that this was necessary to improve the education system. Unfortunately, we have seen no improvement, only cuts: fewer learning support teachers, counselors and school psychologists. Here at Chimney Hill, we have a 60% counselor for a school of over 700 students. In many of our classes we have 5 to 8 students who require the services of a learning support teacher, but are not able to receive it because of too few teachers. Our library budget has been cut in half, and our teacher‐librarians must spend most of their time providing preparation relief time to our enrolling teachers, instead of doing collaborative planning and teaching to promote information literacy, leaving them unable to fulfill the requirements of their job description. Education Ministry spin about “the highest funding ever” rings very hollow for teachers who have to deal with the professional anxiety they experience over not being able to do their jobs adequately because of a lack of resources. Inflation and downloaded costs eat into district budgets and the results are an impaired education for our children. BC’s K – 12 education budget continues to decline as a percentage of the provincial budget and as a percentage of our provincial GDP. These percentages are declining far faster than the small decreases in student enrollment. BC’s children, our future, are paying the price for this lack of funding. Recently, you expressed concern about students being used for political purposes, when you received some anti‐bullying letters from a grade one class. Today, you have used students for political purposes, as a background for your photo opportunity, and in the process have disrupted their educational program. And over the past week, an unprecedented number of district maintenance staff have descended upon our school, power‐washing the school and sidewalk, cleaning windows and carpets, buffing floors, planting, laying sod, and picking up litter ‐ all in honour of your photo op. We only wish that more construction workers had been directed to our school to finish the Kindergarten addition on time, because for long periods during the fall we saw very few, if any, workers on site. The low‐bid contractor finished the job over four months late. As a result, several teachers taught their first term in an inadequate teaching space, including our music teacher, who taught up to 28 intermediate students in a 12’ by 24’ area in the computer lab. We do have four new classrooms, but portables remain. Our one gym is insufficient to meet the curricular needs of over 700 students. Each class receives only one hour of gym time per week, half of which is shared with another class. And there are no plans to build a new school in this neighbourhood. In the past, the building of schools was coordinated with the development of neighbourhoods. Today the developers receive quick approval while our students wait, wait and wait. Teachers frequently have to add downloaded social work and health care issues to their already busy professional lives. BC’s high child poverty rate makes teaching here that much more challenging. Chimney Heights may look like a wealthy community, but almost all of these large homes house two, three or more families. There’s a lot of poverty here, much of it hidden, but its effects are evident in the students we teach – behavior issues, anger, hunger and lack of educational support at home. The majority of the students in this school do not speak English as their first language. Add into the mix students with medical, intellectual and learning challenges, and far fewer learning support teachers, and you have a class in which the teacher is hard‐pressed or even unable to meet individual needs. Not only do our special needs students have their learning impaired by these cuts, but their classmates lose out because the classroom teacher has to spend so much of her time with these frequently unsupported special needs students. In conclusion, Mr. Abbott, teachers here at Chimney Hill, like so many teachers across BC, are frustrated, angry and insulted by the attacks your government has perpetrated on our public education system. We urge you to reconsider what your government is doing to public education. Our children, their families and our community deserve far better from you. Sincerely, The Chimney Hill Elementary Teaching Staff Surrey, BC, Canada Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 8:53 AM 2 comments: Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest Tuesday, April 3, 2012 Claremont teachers speak about Bill 22 Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 5:13 PM No comments: Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest Newer Posts Older Posts Home Subscribe to: Posts (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts All Comments Atom All Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ▼  April (6) Parents take note - Bill 36 is an attack on you On Bill 22, the LRB, report cards, and raw power Bill 22 and US education 'reform' Bill 22 and the erosion of teacher professionalism... Surrey teachers speak to Mr. Abbott Claremont teachers speak about Bill 22 ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20140930,www.facebook.com,https://www.facebook.com/bcschoolcounsellors?ref=hl&bookmark_t=page&_fb_noscript=1,British Columbia School Counsellors | Facebook For a better experience on Facebook, enable JavaScript in your browser, or switch to our mobile site. Facebook logo Email or Phone Password Keep me logged in Forgot your password? Create Page Recent 2013 2012 British Columbia School Counsellors Education PublicCancelSave Changes People 145 likes About British Columbia School Counsellors Association. Enhancing the well-being and success of students by helping clear away obstacles to their learning and... Read More http://bctf.ca/bcsca/index.html Photos Posts To Page Mary KlovanceSeptember 28 at 10:16am Hi there, I need to update my address but cannot find an Email address to send my info to! 1Like · Comment · Share Pete QuilyAugust 27 at 10:50pm Hi, I'm trying to find a contact name & ph # for BCSCA to see if you...r organization is doing anything for BC ADHD Awareness Week Oct 13-19th 2014. Our non profit Vancouver Adult ADD Support group (the only adult ADHD support group in BC) volunteers did 80 BC ADHD Awareness Week activities in 23 BC cities in 2103. http://bcadhd.com/metro-vancouver-adhd-awareness-activities/ If the BCSCA is doing anything this year to help raise awareness of ADHD and reduce stigma of the #1 mental health condition in BC Schools, ADHD, we'd like to know we could help promote it on our blog & social media channels. And maybe your counsellors could help get the word out about our ADHD book displays and information booths we're organizing. Please contact me at pete AT bcadhd.com or ph 604-263-6997. Thanks Pete Quily See More Like · Comment · Share Alicia DaleyJuly 25 at 11:23am Hi! I'm an M.Ed, in Counselling student from Nova Scotia and am cur...rently enrolled in a class researching school counseling programs across the country. I am wondering if BC has a school counselling curriculum or comprehensive school counselling program document that school counsellors follow? See More 21Like · Comment · Share Liked by This Page American School Counselor Association English (US) · Privacy · Terms · Cookies · More Facebook © 2014 British Columbia School Counsellors August 16 As a HS counsellor, I am concerned about school start up! Student timetables are a mess because of missed days in June. Normally, I would take 5-7 days of time --in June--to fix errors created by the scheduling software. Then HS Counsellors come into work for 4-5 days in August to meet with new students and to meet with current students who need/want changes to their timetables. Although I am q...uite sure school based administrators understand the severity of the situation for a secondary school start up, I am not at confident that those at the 'table' share the same level of understanding. A colleague of mine has already received 100+ emails from concerned students and parents regarding timetables. I know this is a very specific issue on the landscape of the BCED labour dispute, it's a crucial one that will have a year long impact if this issue does not get the appropriate attention. See More 3114Like · Comment British Columbia School Counsellors shared a link. July 1 Article Keith B from GlobalBC Lost in the increasingly bitter fight between the B.C. government and the B.C. Teachers’ Federation is the fact that a genuine crisis seems to be developing in many classrooms around the province. And it’s a ...crisis that is not about how much a teacher earns or how many kids are in the classroom (although that can be a contributing factor) or whether there are enough school supplies to go around. No, this is about the mental health of students. Teachers and physicians have noticed a significant rise in anxiety among young people, for example. According to Dr. Steve Mathias, the head of youth mental health programs for the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority, this can result in kids “self-medicating” themselves with drug use by their mid-teens. Mathias, in a presentation to the legislature’s child and youth committee last month, noted about 14 per cent of young people aged 12 to 17 will have a mental health problem in any given year. He also said the number of young people going to emergency rooms with mental health issues has almost tripled since 2008. Anxiety and depression are two dominant mental health issues for young people, Mathias said, and he noted there simply are not resources (i.e. funding) deployed to deal with this rising problem. Last week, I asked teachers (via Twitter) to send me their stories about what they see in their classroom when it comes to issues like anxiety and other mental health challenges. Their responses were eye-opening and worrying. About two dozen teachers all told me they have noticed a significant rise in anxiety and depression among their students in recent years. Most said this wasn’t a case of one or two kids in a class showing signs of anxiety, but more like a half dozen. They attribute this growth in anxiety to several factors, the most notable and prevalent being the rise of social media. Schools have long been challenging for kids trying to conform or fit in, or to stand out among their peers. Social media, particularly Facebook and Instagram, have raised those challenges to a whole new level. Some teachers also pointed to the fact that kids have much more rigid routines now, and are pushed into more activities by so-called “helicopter parents,” who pressure them in ways not seen as much in the past. One teacher, who has taught elementary school for 12 years, said she notices students spend less time reading and less time playing. Their problem-solving skills have eroded, which leads to more stress. “I find students’ ability to problem solve in the classroom has declined significantly over the course of my career and I feel that adds to their stress levels,” she wrote to me. “They are used to parents solving things for them and feel stressed when they need to solve things for themselves.” A teacher in Richmond says he has noticed a significant rise in anxiety among teenage girls, and puts a lot of blame on social media. “They check Facebook often, are texting more and more between classes, at lunch, at home, etc. I think because their brains are still forming, they literally can’t handle the over-stimulation technology creates,” he wrote. As a result, he said, he sees more eating disorders, more self-mutilation, higher rates of sexual promiscuity and what he says is an inability to handle “boring” moments. Some mental health issues can be even more severe in school. One teacher (no names here, as I promised all anonymity) wrote to me that one of her seven-year-old students was so violent that it had turned her classroom into a nightmarish situation, where all kids became anxious and frightened. “This violent child is in a classroom with 20 other children. Seventeen are ELL, of which one child has two words (bathroom and no) and a second child has about 150 words. I have two ADHD, one ADD and four seeing the school counsellor because of problems at home,” she wrote, adding the whole situation has made everyone tense and anxious. Obviously, what’s going on in classrooms these days is far different than 10 or 20 years ago. The result is that teaching appears to be a more difficult and challenging job than ever before. And it doubtless appears that more must be done to deal with what everyone seems to agree is a rapidly deteriorating situation. More resources (for example, more special education assistants) are obviously needed, but even that may not be able to solve a crisis that seems to be enveloping the modern education system. Keith Baldrey is chief political reporter for Global BC. - See more at: http://www.thenownews.com/opinion/editorial/column-more-students-are-struggling-1.1188168#sthash.1rrAKzVW.dpuf See More COLUMN: More students are struggling www.thenownews.com Lost in the increasingly bitter fight between the B.C. government and the B.C. Teachers’ Federation is the fact that a genuine crisis seems to be developing in many classrooms around the province.. . . 1411Like · Comment · Share British Columbia School Counsellors June 22 @ridedonthide royalty Vernon &Coldstream mayors, RCMP superintendent & Ed Schratter (Micheal's bro) 1Like · Comment · Share British Columbia School Counsellors June 21 Wow...people seem to be understanding more and more 1218Like · Comment · Share British Columbia School Counsellors June 12 Work Stoppage will NOT disadvantage students going to College/University Representative from 22 private and public institutions, who are members of the BC Registrar’s Association have endorsed the following statement and we expect that similar statements will be appearing on individual institution websites soon. "In the event of a work stoppage affecting BCTF membership, BC's public and private ...post-secondary institutions who are members of the British Columbia Registrar's Association will work with impacted secondary school students to ensure their admission to our programs is not negatively affected. This may include extending deadlines for receipt of final grades, or possibly accepting self-declared or interim grades on a temporary basis until official final grades are available." The following institutions endorse the above statement: Camosun College Capilano University College of the Rockies Corpus Christi College Fairleigh Dickinson University Justice Institute of British Columbia Kwantlen Polytechnic University Nicola Valley Institute of Technology North Island College Northern Lights College Okanagan College Selkirk College Simon Fraser University: SFU Thompson Rivers University Trinity Western University University Canada West University of British Columbia University of Northern British Columbia University of the Fraser Valley University of Victoria: Home Vancouver Community College Vancouver Island University Source: see original email message from president of BC Association of Post-Secondary Registrars See More 1816Like · Comment British Columbia School Counsellors June 11 @vernondavemack: @BCPSEA - @bctf LRB hearing today...any broadcasting of the hearing? Who will be reporting from the hearing? @bcpoli @TheTyee @GlobalBC Like · Comment British Columbia School Counsellors shared a link. June 11 @vernondavemack: Thoughts bout how LRB vice-chair previous role may have & may continue to effect LRB rulings http://t.co/L0ij6qf5hF @bctf @bcpoli @bcfed Northern Insight: Conflict of interest. Wazzat? t.co Courteous and relevant comments are welcome. Please use a consistent screen name so other readers can connect your contributions. Like · Comment · Share British Columbia School Counsellors shared a link. June 11 Excerpts from Hansard record from the Select Standing committee on Child and Youth Mental Health June 4th.... ....I wanted to talk about building. The collaborative is building upon the practice support program, which has its own child and... youth mental health module. First of all, the module is brilliant and has done so much work in creating increased confidence and practice skills for family doctors and the teams. For example, in the collaborative many school counsellors are using that module, too, to build their practice expertise...... And on its on the record about the issue if CYMH.... .....We know that members of the B.C. Teachers Federation, the ministries and the schools desperately want to help this population, but it's not a declared priority, and I think we can make it so.... ....We also are very aware of the agony going on in our schools right now. We feel there's a healer here. As we've experienced in the doctor health care system healing that we did with a similar system collaborative years ago on diabetes, we believe there's an opportunity here for the Ministry of Education and schools to work with the B.C. Teachers Federation to implement evidence-based programs to build resiliency, emotional intelligence and early intervention, building on the ERASE strategy. Source: http://goo.gl/sbocYu See More Children and Youth — Wednesday, June 4, 2014 goo.gl This is a DRAFT TRANSCRIPT ONLY of debate in one sitting of the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia. This transcript is subject to corrections, and will be replaced by the final, official Hansard report. Use of this transcript, other than in the legislative precinct, is not protected by parliam… 11Like · Comment · Share British Columbia School Counsellors June 11 From twitter @vernondavemack: @bctf thanks JIM for acknowledging teacher counsellors & our work with the mental health of our students during tonights press conference 11Like · Comment British Columbia School Counsellors May 18 What would you attempt to do if you knew you could not fail? 1Like · Comment British Columbia School Counsellors March 16 #bctf2014 delegates get your 'Keep Calm and Talk about Mental Health t-shirt $8 THEY ARE GOING FAST***Table 27*** 36Like · Comment · Share British Columbia School Counsellors March 15 Arguably the 2 most influential Jim's of the BC Labour movement found something else to unite on 19Like · Comment · Share British Columbia School Counsellors shared a link. December 19, 2013 http://medicinehatnews.com/commentary/opinions/2013/12/no-cost-is-too-high-for-school-mental-health-programming/ No cost is too high for school mental health programming | Medicine Hat News medicinehatnews.com Gym class. health class, physical fitness and nutrition — it’s accepted that all of these have an important role to play in a child’s development and education. A child can’t concentrate if they haven’t had a good meal. A healthy body equals a mind ready to learn. Like · Comment · Share British Columbia School Counsellors December 14, 2013 One of the foci of CAR BC is working on HEALTHY LITERACY to provide the ability to take control of their health. Like · Comment British Columbia School Counsellors December 14, 2013 Dan Reist from Center Addictions Research of BC (CAR BC) addressing the BCSCA executive about possible partnerships between school counsellors and CAR BC Like · Comment British Columbia School Counsellors December 12, 2013 Let go of your Stresses! A psychologist walked around a room while teaching stress management to an audience. As she raised a glass of water, everyone expected they’d be asked the “half empty or half full” question. Instead, with a smile on her face, she inquired: ”How heavy is this glass of water?” Answers called out ranged from 8 oz. to 20 oz. She replied, “The absolute weight doesn’t matter.... It depends on how long I hold it. If I hold it for a minute, it’s not a problem. If I hold it for an hour, I’ll have an ache in my arm. If I hold it for a day, my arm will feel numb and paralyzed. In each case, the weight of the glass doesn’t change, but the longer I hold it, the heavier it becomes.” She continued, “The stresses and worries in life are like that glass of water. Think about them for a while and nothing happens. Think about them a bit longer and they begin to hurt. And if you think about them all day long, you will feel paralyzed – incapable of doing anything.” It’s important to remember to let go of your stresses. As early in the evening as you can, put all your burdens down. Don’t carry them through the evening and into the night. Remember to put the glass down! See More 223Like · Comment British Columbia School Counsellors changed their cover photo. November 19, 2013 1Like · Comment · Share British Columbia School Counsellors changed their cover photo. November 19, 2013 1Like · Comment · Share British Columbia School Counsellors shared a link. November 5, 2013 School counsellors-we need to hear from you...PLS take 10 mins to complete this PROV wide survey http://goo.gl/PUoCU3 Provincial Survey 2013-14 www.surveymonkey.com Survey Purpose Statement: This survey is being conducted by the BCSCA executive to gain a better understanding of BC School Counsellors, to aid in the appropriate planning to build and meet the needs of the membership. The executive may also use the data collected in building partnerships and advoca... 2Like · Comment · Share British Columbia School Counsellors November 3, 2013 Just a few pics from the conference! (7 photos) 4Like · Comment See More Stories 2013 HighlightsAll Stories See More Stories 2012 HighlightsAll Stories See More Stories)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13654,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 1997 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 10, Number 1, September 1997 Bargaining A safeguard for educational and professional issues by Carol Price In February 1997, the Bargaining Conference adopted the objectives for this second round of negotiations. The objectives include items that significantly affect our professional lives. After the conference, the draft language was developed and reviewed by the bargaining team and BCTF staff. The resulting draft was responded to by locals and PSAs. The bargaining team considered each response, analyzed the suggestions, and adjusted the draft language as needed. That final revision went to the BCTF Executive Committee for discussion and ratification. The last two weeks in June were spent incorporating Executive Committee recommendations and fine-tuning the language. As the 1997–98 school start-up is well under way, bargaining preparation is complete and the BCTF is ready to exchange packages with BCPSEA. Within our package are articles to control the demands that are intensifying the work teachers do and increasing the complexity of their work lives. The February Bargaining Conference recognized a need to address the many problems associated with integrating students with special needs into classrooms. In response to classroom teachers’ concerns, we are seeking improvements to and refinements of existing composition language to address student differences and provide support for the inclusion of students with special needs into classrooms. Such articles include clearly defined school-based-team responsibilities, expedited identification processes, preconditions for inclusion, assessment procedures, and an appeal procedure. Staffing formula, caseload numbers, workload issues, and staffing plans are integral parts of the contract language being tabled. These numbers and procedures provide guarantees for teachers and the services they provide. Teachers are seeking rights and processes to deal with the increasing demands for educational and organizational change. The language establishes teacher control of education change, including provisions for a joint committee to administer all funds allocated to districts for the implementation of new curriculum. Clear language sets out a process for teacher involvement and agreement on changes that affect our classrooms. In response to teacher concerns regarding challenge-and-equivalency expectations, the bargaining proposals require the employer to provide additional resources to deal with the mandated course challenge program. The school-accreditation article proposes support, resources, and release time to assist colleagues in dealing with mandated accreditation. In this second round of provincial bargaining, we will be adding to the provincial collective agreement. We intend to improve our professional working lives and to improve the learning conditions of students. Carol Price is a member of the BCTF’s bargaining team. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12764,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 1999 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 12, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 1999 World Teachers’ Day by Peter Owens “Teachers, a force for social change” was the world-wide theme for World Teachers’ Day 1999. The important social change being highlighted by BCTF President David Chudnovsky was our work with First Nations teachers, students, and communities. Chudnovsky began the day with a trip to Squamish to witness a log-blessing ceremony performed by the Squamish people. The cedar log had been donated to Howe Sound Secondary School to be carved by the students in the First Nations carving classes. The ceremony was led by Dale Harry, representing the education department for the Squamish people. A blessing is performed to remove any negative feelings or ill will when a life is taken. Four elders washed the log with cedar boughs dipped in water from Kookskum (Shannon) Falls. Harry encouraged all those present to bear witness in the future by passing on their account of the event. Bob Barker, an elder, shared the importance of the cedar in providing the Squamish people with shelter, clothing, medicine and a record of their history through carvings. The 50-foot log will be used by the students to create a number of poles. The first will be an eight-foot welcoming pole depicting the life of the salmon, which also plays such a significant part in the lives of the Squamish people. Two grandparents and two children spoke of the importance of the event to the different generations of Squamish people. Trustee Constance Rulka spoke for the school board when she pointed out that each culture has its own method of recording its significant events and passing them down through generations. The Squamish people use the oral tradition of asking people to bear witness as well as recording events through their carvings. Chudnovsky also visited Brackendale Elementary, which has a significant proportion of First Nations students and is in the process of developing plans to encourage their participation and improve their success in school. Before leaving Squamish, Chudnovsky and local teacher representatives attended a luncheon at Totem Hall. The luncheon gave Chudnovsky an opportunity to discuss First Nations education issues with Gina Corpuz, the education director for the Squamish Nation. The hall, completed last year, is used for education, community events, and ceremonies. Back in Vancouver for the afternoon, Chudnovsky visited Britannia Elementary School, where students in a Grade 6/7 class took part in a simulated potlatch. Students had studied a map of Canada highlighting First Nations peoples, and learned about their traditional territories, cultures, and ways of life. The Coast Salish potlatch was the culimination of the unit, and the students provided food for one another and the visitors. Sheila Maracle, the First Nations resource teacher who had organized the potlatch, led the students through three First Nations dances. Maracle presented Chudnovsky with a mug and a card signed by all of the students. “It was inspiring to see the level of activity and support for First Nations education and culture in our public schools. It may be only a beginning, but it is a positive start,” said Chudnovsky. He ended the day by attending a community celebration of WTD in Abbotsford. More than 200 people came together to honour the contributions teachers make to the community. Chudnovsky told them of the BCTF’s commitment to social justice with a special focus on First Nations issues. Peter Owens is editor ofTeacher newsmagazine. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Foster parents are ordinary people engaged in extraordinary acts of kindness. Join the team! http://t.co/6jUkcsOp6V" @Teresa_Wat - 04:31pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9380,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 19, Number 2, October 2006 Creston conference on women's rights Remembrance Day will take on an added dimension this year through the BCTF Status of Women conference in Creston, BC, on November 10–11, 2006. Conference participants will remember the men and women who sacrificed their lives so that those of us who live in Canada can enjoy our current level of security and rights. We will meet in Creston to ensure that those sacrifices were not made in vain. It is up to all of us to defend and extend the rights that cost so many so much. The Status of Women conference, Remembering Our Rights, will bring activists together from diverse backgrounds to discuss and analyze contemporary women’s rights. The quest for women’s rights is not over. There is currently a battle being waged by conservative forces to change the laws and culture of Canada back to pre-feminist conditions. Since the election of the provincial Liberal government and the federal Conservatives, feminist organizations that work to protect and extend women’s rights have had a more difficult time getting funding, support, and recognition from government agencies. Funding for women’s centres was cut provincially under the BC Liberals. Currently, Status of Women Canada is not responding to many women’s organizations that have applied for funding. This will result in those organizations closing their doors as they won’t be able to pay the rent. Anti-feminist organizations like REAL Women of Canada (www.realwomenca.com) are lobbying Stephen Harper’s government to try to ensure that the Conservatives live up to their commitment to change the way things are done in Ottawa and in the country. According to the REAL Women web site, they were surprised when they received a letter in early June 2006 from Bev Oda, the Minister for the Status of Women who wrote that, "This government is committed to promoting women’s human rights and eliminating barriers for women. Canada has made some progress in advancing equality for women through our constitution and laws. However, there is still work to do to make sure women can enjoy full equality in their day-to-day lives." Real Women responded by writing, "We were furious... the change in government on January 23rd has not in any way altered the policies of the Status of Women and that the policies of the Liberal party are to continue on their feminist trajectory." Interestingly, women’s organizations that expected to receive government funding from Status of Women Canada have not had any response from that agency since the meeting with REAL Women of Canada took place. REAL Women support the government’s child payment plan, erroneously referred to as a child-care plan. They support tax breaks for two adult, one-income families by encouraging the government to approve income splitting. That is helpful if one person earns over $70,000 per year and the other partner stays at home. Given the state of single parents and child poverty in our country, surely the government could choose better ways to spend tax dollars than to put more money into the pockets of the high-income earners. However, this is a government that slashed $1 billion from its budget on September 25, 2006, despite having a $13 billion surplus. It’s no surprise that $5 million was cut from Status of Women Canada’s budget. At the same time, Harper’s government announced it was going to spend more money on a US-led program to build a multibillion dollar stealth aircraft. It’s clear where his priorities are. There is a battle being waged over women’s rights and like those who fought so bravely for our rights before us, we need to stand up to ensure those rights aren’t lost. We hope that feminists and activists from all local associations, other unions, and the community will join the Status of Women Action Group in Creston on November 10–11, 2006. To find out more information and to register for the Remembering Our Rights conference, go to bctf.ca homepage, or www.sporg.com (Event 58211), or contact Jane Turner at jturner@bctf.ca. – Jane Turner Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141006,www.cbc.ca,http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/montreal/you-have-mail-a-for-profit-alternative-to-canada-post-home-delivery-1.2788795,You Have Mail a for-profit alternative to Canada Post home delivery - Montreal - CBC News Accessibility Links Skip to main content Skip to CBC accessibility page   CBC Global Navigation CBC.ca News News Menu Sports Sports Menu Music   Radio Radio Menu TV TV Menu My Region Menu   More CBC Menu   Watch Watch Menu Listen Listen Menu     Montreal LIVE Montreal CBC News Montreal Watch Live CBC News Canada Major StoriesIn The News In the news Canada and ISIS Ebola outbreak Bottle vs. tap Hong Kong protests CBC News Navigation Home World Canada Politics Business Health Arts & Entertainment Technology & Science Community Weather Video Canada Montreal Photo Galleries You Have Mail a for-profit alternative to Canada Post home delivery Private company asking people to pay for home delivery, says it's already had a lot of interest CBC News Posted: Oct 06, 2014 10:53 AM ET Last Updated: Oct 06, 2014 5:46 PM ET The Canadian Medical Association says it's irresponsible for Canada Post to get people to request doctor's notes to prove they require home delivery. (CBC) Home delivery service You Have Mail 1:57 Home delivery service You Have Mail 0:00 / 1:57 Home delivery service You Have Mail 1:57 Related Stories Wait a minute, Mr. Postman! Are we ready for community mailboxes? First homes to lose door-to-door delivery on early list: postal union Community mailboxes an 'improvised' plan: Westmount mayor Canada Post asking for doctor's note to keep home delivery External Links Canada Post's website You Have Mail's website (Note: CBC does not endorse and is not responsible for the content of external links.) A new privately owned company called You Have Mail is preparing to fill the niche of home delivery once Canada Post stops delivering mail to individual homes. “Continue to receive your mail at home,” promises the website of the Canadian upstart. "We know that with busy schedules, retrieving mail is the last thing you want to worry about, and we can help." The company will start its service on Oct. 20 — the same day several urban communities start losing door delivery, as per Canada Post’s five-year transition plan. With You Have Mail, you can pay $20 a month to have mail delivered twice a week (Monday and Wednesday), or $30 a month for three deliveries per week. There’s a corporate option of daily delivery for $60 dollars monthly, and for $5 more, You Have Mail will filter your junk mail. Community mailboxes (Canada Post) The CEO of You Have Mail, Dan Trudeau, said his business has already been inundated with requests — particularly from seniors and small businesses. "There's a lot of people who still need that service, because they're just not capable of going to the community box,"  he said. "We should have the right to decide whether we want door-to-door or not," he added. Canada Post has refused to comment on the arrival of the new private service. New service in Quebec in 2015 As of Oct. 20, the Winnipeg-based company will offer its services in three cities: Winnipeg, Calgary and Fort McMurray, Alta. Trudeau said the company is aiming to serve Quebec in 2015. Nearly 100,000 homes and 10,000 businesses will lose at-the-door delivery service next month. More will follow next spring, including the cities of the southern Montreal suburbs, and some Montreal boroughs. First homes to lose door-to-door delivery on early list: postal union Canada Post asking for doctor's note to keep home mail delivery Indirect privatization, says postal workers union The union representing postal workers is not surprised this company popped up. "We expected this kind of situation," says the president of the Montreal local union, Alain Duguay. "Slowly, we are moving towards privatization, market liberalization.” Canada Post said over the summer that residents with doctor’s notes could continue to receive mail at home, but the union is skeptical that people will do that — either because they find the process degrading, or because the disability is only temporary. But this new venture is not without its challenges: You Have Mail must turn a profit where Canada Post lost money. Economist Germain Belzile says that’s not impossible. "Maybe this company is able to operate with lower production costs," he said. "This is the miracle of capitalism: people are constantly looking for a business opportunity and an opportunity to fill a need. "   Report Typo Send Feedback Comments on this story are moderated according to our Submission Guidelines. Comments are welcome while open. We reserve the right to close comments at any time. Submission Policy Note: The CBC does not necessarily endorse any of the views posted. By submitting your comments, you acknowledge that CBC has the right to reproduce, broadcast and publicize those comments or any part thereof in any manner whatsoever. Please note that comments are moderated and published according to our submission guidelines. Stay Connected with CBC News Mobile Facebook Podcasts Twitter Alerts Newsletter Latest Montreal News Headlines Luka Magnotta trial: How Jun Lin met his killer still a mystery video Haitian girl gets life-changing surgery at Montreal Shriners read comments video Montreal woman used creative approach to get a doctor read comments video audio Gaétan Barrette opens new Vaudreuil-Dorion health centre Would you pay $20 a month to get mail delivered to your door? read comments audio Raw: Habs trade Peter Budaj video Montreal artist creates with food and taste audio 'Coderre tax' too heavy for Southwest borough to bear read comments audio Quebecor sells 175 Sun Media newspapers and websites to Postmedia read comments video Managing Director's blog: The local 2020 strategy read comments Must Watch Top News Headlines Iraq mission: Tories offer more aid but opposition unimpressed video New concern worldwide as nurse in Spain gets Ebola Adding Sun might not move Post from under its cloud audio In Hong Kong protest, China's 'Goliath' hasn't blinked yet: Patrick Brown video Vancouver police issue warning after series of sexual assaults Most Viewed You Have Mail a for-profit alternative to Canada Post home delivery Rock Machine biker gang boss Jean-François Émard charged with drug, weapon possession Luka Magnotta trial: How Jun Lin met his killer still a mystery Quebec’s doctor shortage slowly improving Montreal 'ball of light' mystery deepens Take a tour of a teeny, tiny home Moose-killing winter tick population growing in Quebec Luka Magnotta trial hears how security cameras captured some of last images of Jun Lin JP Auclair's death 'devastating' for freestyle ski community Jean-François Lisée to Pierre Karl Péladeau: Dump your Québecor shares Don't Miss Updated Luka Magnotta trial: How Jun Lin met his killer still a mystery Surgery Haitian girl gets life-changing surgery at Montreal Shriners Special Report Quebec’s doctor shortage slowly improving Gaétan Barrette opens new Vaudreuil-Dorion health centre Canada Post Would you pay $20 a month to get mail delivered to your door? Video Raw: Habs trade Peter Budaj 0:57 Montreal artist creates with food and taste 'Coderre tax' too heavy for Southwest borough to bear Quebecor sells 175 Sun Media newspapers and websites to Postmedia Shelagh Kinch Managing Director's blog: The local 2020 strategy Eugenie Bouchard rises to 6th in tennis rankings Francis Bouillon released by Montreal Canadiens Bill 3 protesters meet Pierre Moreau at Place Bell announcement Rock Machine biker gang boss Jean-François Émard charged with drug, weapon possession Video Rosemont rooming house resident helps friends pick up the pieces 2:18 CBC Global Footer CBC.ca Aboriginal Books Contests Digital Archives Documentaries Kids Kids' CBC Preschool Music News Parents Program Guide Radio Sports Television Subscriptions CBC Player CBC Shop Corporate About CBC Transparency and Accountability Jobs Production Facilities Mobile Production Rentals Ombudsman CBC: Get the Facts Independent Producers Public Appearances Pitch a Radio or Audio Program Program and Content Sales Archive Sales Educational Sales Image Research Library & Still Photos Consumer Recordings Digital TV Stay Connected Mobile RSS Podcasts Member Services:Newsletters & Alerts CBC Links Terms Of Use Reuse & Permissions Advertise Privacy Site Map Help Contact Us CBC Radio-Canada Copyright © CBC 2014 cbc.radio-canada.ca cbc.ca radio-canada.ca)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=17560,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 5, March 2009  AGM 2009 Agenda March 14–17 FIRST SESSION March 14, Saturday evening 7:00 p.m. Welcome First Nations recognition Preliminaries: a. Adoption of chairpersons, scrutineers, tellers, resolutions committee b. Chairpersons’ orientation session c. Introduction of ombudspersons d. Adoption of agenda e. Adoption of 2008 AGM Minutes f. Stewardship Report on 2008 AGM President’s report Irene Lanzinger Greetings/Comments BC Federation of Labour: Jim Sinclair, president Canadian Union of Public Employees, BC Division: Barry O’Neill, president BC School Trustees Association: Connie Denesiuk, president Constitution and By-laws – Recommendations 1–4 – Resolution 101 9:00 p.m. Election statements from candidates for table-officer positions. Questions and answers for candidates running for table- officer positions. Call for nominations 10:00 p.m. Adjourn SECOND SESSION March 15, Sunday morning 9:00 a.m. Leadership Report – Recommendation 1 Constitution and By-laws (continued) – Recommendations 1–4 – Resolution 101 Annual General Meeting – Recommendation 8 – Resolutions 102–106 Aboriginal Education – Recommendations 5–7 Education Finance – Resolutions 136­–137 12:10 p.m. College of Teachers’ report: Richard Walker, college council chairperson – Resolution 135 12:30 p.m.—Lunch THIRD SESSION March 15, Sunday afternoon 2:00 p.m. Education Policy – Recommendations 12–16 – Resolutions 138–145 Professional Development – Resolutions 189–192 Induction Ceremonies, Awards – Resolution 161 International Solidarity – Resolutions 162–163 Teacher Exchange – Resolution 203 4:00 p.m. Report of the Executive Director Ken Novakowski 4:30 p.m. Election statements from candidates for member-at-large positions. Questions and answers for candidates running for member-at-large. Call for Nominations 5:30 p.m. Adjourn FOURTH SESSION March 16, Monday morning 9:00 a.m. Keynote Address: Joy MacPhail 9:45 a.m. Bargaining – Report – Recommendations 9–11 – Resolutions 107–133 12:30 p.m. Lunch FIFTH SESSION March 16, Monday afternoon 2:00 p.m. Pensions: Doug Pearce 2:30 p.m. Pensions – Recommendations 25­– 26 – Resolutions 179-188 3:45 p.m. Health, Welfare, and Safety of Teachers – Recommendation 24 – Resolutions 154–160 School Buildings, Grounds, and Facilities – Resolutions 196–199 4:45 p.m. Technology – Resolutions 205–207 5:25 p.m. Final call for nominations 5:30 p.m. Adjourn SIXTH SESSION March 16, Monday evening 7:30 p.m. Organization of the BCTF – Resolutions 165–178 Legal Services/Contract Enforcement – Resolution 164 CLC/BC Federation of Labour – Resolution 134 9:30 p.m. Adjourn SEVENTH SESSION March 17, Tuesday morning 8:00 a.m. to 9:00 a.m. BALLOT DISTRIBUTION For one hour, the election tellers will distribute ballots, one pad for each voting card, in the Prince of Wales Room (on the convention level). Each delega­tion is asked to assist by appointing one of its members to present all the delegation’s cards, (including the LR cards) and to receive all its ballots individually. Executive Committee members should each pick up their own ballots. No ballots will be distributed after the session has begun. AGM Standing Rule 12.2 specifies that ballots will be given out only at the place and times specified on the agenda. 9:00 a.m. Elections Professional Ethics, Rights, and Standards – Recommendations 27–34 Teachers Teaching on Call – Resolution 204 Social Justice – Resolutions 200–202 Public Affairs – Recommendations 35–37 – Resolutions 193–195 12:15 p.m. Committee Reports—Questions 12:30 p.m. Lunch EIGHTH SESSION March 17, Tuesday afternoon 2:00 p.m. Finance Comments from the treasurer – Recommendations 17–23 – Resolutions 146–153 4:00 p.m. Awards, Honorary membership, Recognition of retiring activists Unfinished Business 5:30 p.m. Dinner 7:30 p.m. Unfinished Business Late Resolutions New Resolutions New Business 9:15 p.m. Closing Courtesy Motion 9:30 p.m. Adjourn   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/data.cfm?page=SchoolClosures,BCTF > School closure data Home E-mail Lists Links A to Z Index Contact Us Help SITE SEARCH Quick Links BCTF formsBCTF NewsFrançaisLabour linksPensionsTeacher NewsmagazineTeaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Issues In Education > School Closures > Data School Closures The BCTF has compiled and made public a comprehensive accounting of the school closures in BC school districts since the BC Liberals were elected. These figures are based on numerous sources including school board announcements, reports in the major media and community press, consultants' reports, as well as information from local teacher unions. School closure information is available by school district from the year 2002. Untitled Document Show data for:   All districts 5 Southeast Kootenay 6 Rocky Mountain 8 Kootenay Lake 10 Arrow Lakes 19 Revelstoke 20 Kootenay Columbia 22 Vernon 23 Central Okanagan 27 Cariboo-Chilcotin 28 Quesnel 33 Chilliwack 34 Abbotsford 35 Langley 36 Surrey 37 Delta 38 Richmond 39 Vancouver 40 New Westminster 41 Burnaby 42 Maple Ridge 43 Coquitlam 44 North Vancouver 45 West Vancouver 46 Sunshine Coast 47 Powell River 48 Sea to Sky 49 Central Coast 50 Haida Gwaii 51 Boundary 52 Prince Rupert 53 Okanagan Similkameen 54 Bulkley Valley 57 Prince George 58 Nicola-Similkameen 59 Peace River South 60 Peace River North 61 Greater Victoria 62 Sooke 63 Saanich 64 Gulf Islands 67 Okanagan Skaha 68 Nanaimo-Ladysmith 69 Qualicum 70 Alberni 71 Comox Valley 72 Campbell River 73 Kamloops Thompson 74 Gold Trail 75 Mission 78 Fraser Cascade 79 Cowichan Valley 81 Fort Nelson 82 Coast Mountains 83 N. Okanagan Shuswap 84 Vancouver Island West 85 Vancouver Island North 87 Stikine 91 Nechako Lakes 92 Nisga'a 93 Conseil scolaire francophone 101 Distance Education Sort by:   School district number School district name   About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy Close Window Print Page   Untitled Document Show data for:   All districts 5 Southeast Kootenay 6 Rocky Mountain 8 Kootenay Lake 10 Arrow Lakes 19 Revelstoke 20 Kootenay Columbia 22 Vernon 23 Central Okanagan 27 Cariboo-Chilcotin 28 Quesnel 33 Chilliwack 34 Abbotsford 35 Langley 36 Surrey 37 Delta 38 Richmond 39 Vancouver 40 New Westminster 41 Burnaby 42 Maple Ridge 43 Coquitlam 44 North Vancouver 45 West Vancouver 46 Sunshine Coast 47 Powell River 48 Sea to Sky 49 Central Coast 50 Haida Gwaii 51 Boundary 52 Prince Rupert 53 Okanagan Similkameen 54 Bulkley Valley 57 Prince George 58 Nicola-Similkameen 59 Peace River South 60 Peace River North 61 Greater Victoria 62 Sooke 63 Saanich 64 Gulf Islands 67 Okanagan Skaha 68 Nanaimo-Ladysmith 69 Qualicum 70 Alberni 71 Comox Valley 72 Campbell River 73 Kamloops Thompson 74 Gold Trail 75 Mission 78 Fraser Cascade 79 Cowichan Valley 81 Fort Nelson 82 Coast Mountains 83 N. Okanagan Shuswap 84 Vancouver Island West 85 Vancouver Island North 87 Stikine 91 Nechako Lakes 92 Nisga'a 93 Conseil scolaire francophone 101 Distance Education Sort by:   School district number School district name  )
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=17580&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 5, March 2009  New SFU Masters in teacher union/professional organization leadership By Larry Kuehn Leadership in education comes from the classroom and the union, not just from those in formal positions of leadership. A new SFU program is aimed at teachers interested in their leadership development through an MEd in Teacher Union/Professional Organization Leadership. This will be a cohort program running from September 2009 through summer 2011. The courses during the school year meet on Friday evening and all day Saturday, about every second week. Courses will also be offered in the summer of 2010 and 2011. This program is directed to those who want to enter into reflection, research, and dialogue about leadership with a focus on union and related work. It will focus on applying organizational, leadership, and educational theories to issues of practice. Participants will have the opportunity to incorporate the acquisition of knowledge and skills in their day-to-day work, and to have their experiences incorporated into course work. Two members of the BCTF Research Department will teach in the program. Larry Kuehn (EdD) will offer the initial course on “Contemporary Issues in the Leadership of Teacher Union/Professional Organizations.” Charlie Naylor (PhD) will offer a course called “Building Leadership with Community in a Globalized World.” Other courses will be taught by SFU faculty. This program may be of particular interest to current teacher leaders and those interested in becoming more active in leadership, such as local and provincial committee members, school union reps, and PSA activists. Applicants must meet the SFU requirements for admission to Graduate Studies. The deadline is March 15, 2009. Information about the program and application process can be found at: http://tinyurl.com/bv7tg6. – Larry Kuehn)
(20141007,play.google.com,https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.huffingtonpost.android&hl=en_GB,Huffington Post - Android Apps on Google Play Search Images Maps Play YouTube News Gmail Drive More Calendar Translate Mobile Books Wallet Shopping Blogger Finance Photos Videos Even more » Account Options Sign in Apps My apps Shop Games Editors' Choice Movies & TV My movies & TV Shop Movies TV Studios Channels Music My music Shop Books My books Shop Textbooks Newsstand My Newsstand Shop Devices Shop Shop My Play activity My wishlist Redeem Buy gift card Buy Google Play credit Categories Books & Reference Business Comics Communication Education Entertainment Finance Health & Fitness Libraries & Demo Lifestyle Live Wallpaper Media & Video Medical Music & Audio News & Magazines Personalisation Photography Productivity Shopping Social Sports Tools Transport Travel & Local Weather Widgets Games Action Adventure Arcade Board Card Casino Casual Educational Family Music Puzzle Racing Role Playing Simulation Sports Strategy Trivia Word Home Top Charts New Releases My orders Settings Android Device Manager Huffington Post HuffingtonPost.com - 1 October 2014 News & Magazines 1 Install Add to wishlist Adding... Added to wishlist Remove Removing... Loading device compatibility... (20,440) Description Featuring real-time updates from HuffPost's Pulitzer-prize winning newsroom, the app lets your voice be heard by commenting on articles, and sharing your favorite stories and opinion pieces with friends, family, and coworkers in your social networks. The new "universal" version of the app supports multiple devices -- including phones, and 7-inch and 10-inch tablets, both with grid and list layouts -- and also offers a unique "night mode" feature. You can also download stories for offline reading – no connections needed. And it’s global – our app connects you with the best from our international editions, including the UK, Canada, France, Germany, Spain, Italy, Japan, Brazil, and South Korea. Read more You must install this app before submitting a review. Google Play reviews now use Google+ so it's easier to see opinions from people that you care about. New reviews will be publicly linked to your Google+ profile. Your name on previous reviews now appears as "A Google User". Sign up for Google+ Google Play reviews now use Google+ so it's easier to see opinions from people that you care about. New reviews will be publicly linked to your Google+ profile. Your name on previous reviews now appears as "A Google User". Continue Write a review Submit Review My review Review from Reviews Helpfulness Newest Rating Helpfulness Write a review 3.8 20,440 total 5 8,981 4 5,246 3 2,167 2 1,278 1 2,734 Claire Bonner Where did my favourites go??? I can only see the front page now? I love you Huffington but this really sucks that all my favourites are gone Jesse Tharp Good news app. My favorite news app. My only beef is that every 5th news story is about gays. Is that really necessary? Still better than the trash fox news is pushing off as news. Bill Davidson Was a good app Until update. New layout is awful. Might give up on app and use web version. Or just not. There are other news sites Eric Standiford I hate the new format. I can barely read the text due to the black background Ruth Whelan Constantly updating I'll be halfway scrolling down and suddenly it updates so that articles that I've just read are mixed in with new articles. So new articles are now at the top and I've to start over again. Jacob Frank Latest update s*cks. Favorites gone, refresh button gone, I'm gone! User reviews Claire Bonner 2 October 2014 Where did my favourites go??? I can only see the front page now? I love you Huffington but this really sucks that all my favourites are gone Full Review Jesse Tharp 5 October 2014 Good news app. My favorite news app. My only beef is that every 5th news story is about gays. Is that really necessary? Still better than the trash fox news is pushing off as news. Full Review Bill Davidson 3 October 2014 Was a good app Until update. New layout is awful. Might give up on app and use web version. Or just not. There are other news sites Full Review Eric Standiford 4 October 2014 I hate the new format. I can barely read the text due to the black background Full Review Ruth Whelan 3 October 2014 Constantly updating I'll be halfway scrolling down and suddenly it updates so that articles that I've just read are mixed in with new articles. So new articles are now at the top and I've to start over again. Full Review Jacob Frank 4 October 2014 Latest update s*cks. Favorites gone, refresh button gone, I'm gone! Full Review Kurt Westbrook 2 October 2014 It's always something not working. Now I lost all of my bookmarks with new update. What gives? Full Review Brandon Martin 4 October 2014 Bad update My favorite pages are gone. I can select them to be on my list, but they don't show up. Poor font choice as well. Full Review David Regehr 3 October 2014 Won't load favourites Not impressed. Cannot uncheck stuff I don't want and cannot get sections I do want. A messed up update. Full Review Eric Umlauf 4 October 2014 Whenever I try to view a link to A story in the newsfeed on facebook, it takes me here to the play store everytime. It didnt do that before. Full Review Bob Mathews 2 October 2014 Major downgrade Upgrade looks pretty but huge ad's make it unusable. How about paid version with no ad? Full Review Stephen Nash 2 October 2014 Awful update Full Review Jenny Loi 2 October 2014 Huff widget When I click on a story, it asks me what I want to open it on and I click huffpost and Always but its asks me every time even for the same story with this update. Full Review Michael Vanover 1 September 2014 Works great but Could you add a feature that lets users open external articles in a browser? Many times the external articles don't optimize well with the in-app browser and you have to scroll around the page like a typewriter to read everything. Full Review Christopher Anderson 15 September 2014 Multiple UI/UX Issues All five star ratings are for older versions, few are updating to newer versions. Like so many have said, USE THE APP YOURSELF, THEN FIX IT! The dark theme font colors are white and near black on black, needs a lighter grey body text and darker than white anchor color, to start. Full Review Elizabeth Rodwell 6 September 2014 Not able to read full comments... ...and it's driving me crazy. I absolutely love reading the comments section, but now, when people write a long post it becomes truncated. You tap on 'continue reading' and absolutely nothing happens. I'm reading some posts with incredibly interesting beginnings but not able to read the end!! Please fix this; I love this app otherwise. Full Review Logan C 20 July 2014 Horrible Last Update App worked great until the last update on GS4. Now the app barely works at all. Works fine on my Kindle Fire HD. I hope a fix is in the works. HuffPost is my favorite news source but I can't even access most stories. If fixed, 5 stars... Full Review Shellie Carson 13 August 2014 Good news, bad features If a story refers to "video above", I would think it would have such video. Instead, sometimes it has a picture and sometimes it has nothing. One time the word "video" was hyperlinked but the link didn't work. Also, when I refresh, it says there were "12" new stories, but it doesn't put the new ones on top. And some articles remain on the app for days while others less than 1 day. And the articles that remain are dumb articles I would never read nor find important. Full Review Jake Fournier 15 August 2014 Too buggy Articles frequently refresh after a minute causing me to lose the position I was at. When trying to view more Facebook comments it will show duplicate comments. This is on a Nexus 5. Full Review Richard Johnson 29 August 2014 Srarch finds everything but what you search for I really appreciate Huff's news but their phone app. is not ready for prime time...hire some better programmers and a competent DBA who can fix the Search functionality. Full Review What's New Expanded Notifications Read more Additional information Updated 1 October 2014 Size Varies with device Installs 1,000,000 - 5,000,000 Current Version Varies with device Requires Android Varies with device Content Rating Medium Maturity Permissions View details Report Flag as inappropriate Offered By HuffingtonPost.com Developer Visit website Email android@huffingtonpost.com Privacy Policy Similar BBC News BBC Worldwide (Ltd) 1 Free Get the latest world and regional news from the BBC’s global network of more than 2000 journalists. From breaking news, to business, entertainment, technology, the arts and sport, all divided into clear sections, this free app lets you watch video reports, listen to live radio and read the latest updates wherever you are. Key features:  • All the latest news as it happens  • Watch or listen to the latest news headlines  • Opt in for breaking news push notifications  • Download the latest stories when you have a signal and then read them offline at your leisure  • Share stories to a range of social networks, or email/SMS to a friend  • Personalise the home screen by adding, removing and re-ordering news categories to suit your preferences  • Listen live to BBC World Service radio  • Home screen widgets to keep you up to date  • Settings to allow the app to automatically update in the background  • Set text size to suit your preferences  • Ability to send stories, video, and photos directly to the BBC News team  • Full range of News categories: Top stories, US & Canada, Europe, Latin America, Asia, Middle East, Africa, UK, Technology, Business, Features & Analysis, Science & Environment, Entertainment & Arts, Health, Also In The News, Sport  • Ability to store the app on the SD card. Widgets will not be available if you choose to use this function. This is a feature of the Android system. *Currently unavailable for devices running 2.2 and below. We are working on a fix and this will be available soon. Version 2.4.4:  • Push notifications for big breaking news stories  • Landscape support for all devices  • Various bug fixes including an issue that occasionally caused duplicate push notifications. If you choose to receive push notifications, a unique identifier relating to your device will be stored by ProcessOne on behalf of the BBC to provide you with the service. No other personal data relating to you (such as a username or email address) is processed. The BBC will keep your information secure and not share it with anyone else in accordance with the BBC’s Privacy and Cookies Policy, available at http://www.bbc.co.uk/privacy/ You can choose to unsubscribe from push notifications in the app’s settings screen. Permissions:  • INTERNET: Used to get the latest news content from the BBC  • ACCESS_NETWORK_STATE: Used to determine whether you are on 3G or WiFi to deliver the best quality content  • WAKE_LOCK: Used if you enable background updates in settings  • GET_ACCOUNTS: Used to determine if your device is capable of receiving Push messages  • C2D_RECEIVE/C2D_MESSAGE: Used to receive Push messages if you opt in 1 Free CNN Breaking US & World News CNN 1 Free CNN connects you to the world -- wherever you are. The redesigned CNN App for Android has been rebuilt and redesigned for use on both your phone and tablet. Stay informed with the latest headlines and original stories from around the globe. Follow up-to-the-minute reporting with breaking news alerts and live video. Share stories and videos and comment on top stories. •Get breaking news alerts and follow stories as they develop. •Go beyond the surface with international, politics, opinion, tech and entertainment stories and more. •Watch video clips and coverage of live events as they unfold. View your favorite CNN shows live (as available, check with your cable, satellite or telecommunications provider). •Contribute a story or opinion to CNN iReport by uploading photos and video directly from your app. Follow other iReporters and see stories from their points of view. •Access your local weather information, including current and extended forecasts. •Browse photo galleries related to today’s news. •Sync your Samsung Galaxy Gear to your CNN app and receive breaking news and top stories on your wearable device (available on select Android phones). The CNN App may ask your permission to access certain functions on your device such as location, network connection, camera and social media accounts. Doing so can enhance some features of your app such as weather forecasts, iReport submissions and ability to share stories with your social networks. The CNN App may also ask your permission for “phone calls” to allow you to call CNN regarding story ideas or general feedback. CNN respects your privacy and would never misuse your personal information. Have questions or feedback on the CNN App? E-mail us at Android@cnn.com. We are always looking for suggestions on how to provide the best experience possible for you. 1 Free USA TODAY USA TODAY 1 Free The nation’s news from USA TODAY is accessible 24/7 on your Android phone or tablet. Staying informed has never been this quick, easy or enjoyable. Headlines - Browse the latest headlines in our News, Sports, Life, Money, Tech, Travel and Opinion sections. Stories are updated 24/7 and can be shared via e-mail, Twitter, Facebook or any sharing app you download on your device. Scores - Check out the latest sports scores for the NFL, MLB, NBA, NHL, MLS, college football and college basketball. Weather - Get current conditions, forecasts, and radar maps, and save them for up to ten locations. Photos - Enjoy beautiful photo galleries, including the Day in Pictures, Day in Sports, and Day in Celebrities—you can flip through the day's best photos or play them back as a slideshow and share your favorites with friends. We’ve also added the Editorial Cartoon gallery to the Opinion section. Snapshots - Check out our signature Snapshots in News, Money, Sports, and Life, and vote to see Quick Question results in each one. Offline Reading - Save and read USA TODAY content offline, even when you don't have a connection. *NEW for Android 2.3+ Users: Customized Alerts - Get Breaking News alerts and alerts from USA TODAY sections including News, Sports, Life, Money, or Tech. Choose up to six categories and know more about everything as it happens. *NEW for Android 2.3+ Users: Quiet Time - Set times when an alert won’t initiate a light, sound, or vibration on your device. 1 Free Google News & Weather Google Inc. 1 Free Your comprehensive and personalized view of headline stories and local news & weather. • Coverage from 65,000 publications • Simple swipe-access to categories such as Top Stories, Technology, Sports & Weather • Tune your layout with any of 60 country-specific editions, homescreen widgets and personalized news sections such as 'Hollywood', 'NASA', 'Fashion', or anything else that catches your fancy • Tap any story for a deep selection of viewpoints, including in-depth articles, Opinion, and local perspectives 1 Free NYTimes - Breaking News The New York Times Company 1 Free Introducing The New York Times Android app. Experience The New York Times’s award-winning journalism. Get the latest news, elegantly presented with enhanced imagery, multimedia and streamlined navigation. Stay informed on world news, national news, business, the arts, technology, style, sports, food, travel, opinions and more. The New York Times app also includes our International Edition with breaking news, world news, current events and cultural content from our 50 newspaper bureaus around the globe. Named Editors’ Choice as one of the top apps on Google Play, The New York Times app connects you to your favorite newspaper anywhere you are, anytime you want to read it. We’re breaking news, world news and national news in your pocket. Download the NYTimes Android app for FREE today, and subscribe to receive your first 14 days at no cost. All users can access up to 10 free articles per month, from any section. App Features: • Watch exclusive videos and browse our award-winning photography • Breaking news alerts — be the first to know about current events as soon as they occur • Get the latest news in less time with automatic background refresh • Save NYT articles to revisit later on any device (web, phone, tablet) • Customize your news experience with home screen widgets • Share The Times’s articles, photos and videos through Facebook, Twitter, email and SMS • Sit back and have the latest NYT news read to you aloud with text to speech • Read more comfortably in low-light with “night mode" • Miss recent world news or national news? Quickly search by topic, name or interest • Join the conversations — view and write comments on articles, or use speech-to-text to “speak in” comments • Get a daily photo preview of the day’s top stories in the Android notification area • Have a Samsung Style Pen (S Pen)? Annotate articles and save your notes for future reference For unlimited access to our award-winning journalism, subscribe now and get your first 14 days free via Google Play.* Subscriptions are $14.99/month (Smartphone + Web), $19.99/month (Tablet + Web) and $34.99/month (All Digital Access includes tablet and smartphone apps). All subscriptions are auto-renewable. Feedback? Suggestions? Issues? Please contact our support team at android@nytimes.com. We’ll do our best to assist you. Your feedback is important to us. *Promotional offers for new subscribers only. Smartphone and tablet apps are not supported on all devices. Prices shown are in U.S. dollars, and local pricing is available in over 55 countries. Other restrictions apply. 1 Free Fast News Pinenuts Android Developers 1 Free Fast and lightweight mobile news feed reader for your country major newspapers! Supported countries are USA, UK, Ireland, India, Canada, Australia, Malaysia and many more. Choose, read and easily compare the most famous newspapers with your mobile free of charge and in the fastest way possible. All the headlines of major newspapers in the palm of your hand. If you want to stay up to date with what happens in your country and use as little time as possible, then this app is what you need! Fast News is a RSS Feed Reader but unlike other feature rich news readers, it will bring you directly to the news without wasting any time messing around with the user interface or news loading. It is the best app for the daily reader. This app is still in Beta state, please provide feedback! Fast News UK version will show you the content of the public RSS feeds from these major newspapers: * Daily Mail * Daily Mirror * Daily Star * BBC UK * Daily Telegraph * Reuters UK * Daily Express * Daily Record * The Guardian * The Independent * The Herald * The Conversation * Sky News * Huffington Post UK * UnitedKingdom Reddit * #UK #NEWS Twitter For USA: * The New York Times * New York Daily News * USA Today * L.A. Times * Huffington Post * CNN * Washington Post * MSNBC * NPR * Reuters * NYPost * Newsday * Denver Post * Dallas Morning * ABC News * Fox News Latest * ESPN Sport News * The Daily Beast * Forbes * Salon * The Nation * Yahoo! News US * USA Reddit channel * Wall Street Journal For India (various languages): * Dainik Jagran National * Dainik Bhaskar * Hindustan * Amar Ujala * Times Of India (TOI) * Jagran Post * Rajasthan Patrika * Mid-Day * Malayala Manorama * Prabhat Khabar * Navbharat Times * The Hindu * Deccan Chronicle * Hindustan Times * Mathrubhumi * Deccan Herald * NDTV News * Financial Chronicle * Lokmat * Dinakaran * One India * IndiaTimes * In.com * RediffNews * Economic Times * Telegraph India * New Indian Express * Reddit India /r/india * #India #News Twitter For Ireland: * Irish Examiner * Irish Daily Star * Irish Independent * Irish Central * Herald * RTÉ * BreakingNews.ie For Canada (in English and French): * Toronto Star * The Globe and Mail * Le Journal de Montréal * La Presse * Montreal Gazette * The Vancouver Sun * The Toronto Sun * The Province * National Post * Calgary Herald * Winnipeg Free * Ottawa Citizen * Edmonton Journal * Chronicle Herald For Australia: * Australian Broadcasting Corporation (ABC) * Herald Sun * Courier-Mail * Sydney Morning Herald (SMH) * The West Australian * The Age * The Advertiser (Adelaide) * The Conversation * The Australian * Perth Now * SBS World News For Malaysia (In Malay, English and Chinese): * Borneo Post * The Sun Daily * Harian Metro * NewStraitsTimes * Free Malaysia Today * HarakahDaily * Oriental Daily * MalaysiaKini * Berita Harian * The Malaysian Insider If you want another newspaper to be included in the list, please send us an email. Features: * Very fast and lightweight newsreader * Immediate and simple to use * Optimized for low bandwidth usage and high download speed * Easy to compare an article between different newspapers * Choose only the newspapers you want and change their order * Front page of the most important newspapers in your country with all the currents news and stories about politics crimes gossip sport government taxes crisis economics finances * Share the news with friends through mail, social networks, Facebook, Twitter, Whatsapp or any other app you have installed. * The best for the daily reader Disclaimer: This app is not affiliated nor related with any of the newspapers cited here. The content the app shows comes from publicly available RSS feeds from the newspapers which retains all copyrights and thus the app is not to be held responsible for any of the content displayed. 1 Free Fox News FOX News Network, LLC 1 Free Follow dynamic, real-time reporting from Fox News in the enhanced app for Android, rebuilt from the ground up. Get comprehensive coverage of the day’s hottest stories with Fox News alerts, Fair and Balanced headlines, live streaming video through Fox News Go, vibrant photo galleries, and the latest video clips from your favorite shows on demand! Video - With Fox News Go, 24/7 live Fox News Channel and Fox Business Network anytime, anywhere* - View streaming coverage of live events and exclusive programming available only online Multitasking - Browse the latest headlines while watching Fox News live coverage and clips on demand - Adjust the player size to you preference – go full screen by flipping your phone into landscape or shrink it down to audio only. Watch it your way Breaking News & Alerts - Subscribe to Fox News Alerts to follow breaking news as it happens - Keep an eye on the Breaking News Hub to stay up to date on a story as it unfolds Enhanced News Format - Articles now offer related content – view videos, slideshows, and lists for the news that matters to you Shows - View the latest videos from the #1 cable news shows and anchors on Fox News Channel - Connect with your favorite shows and news personalities on Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, and more directly from the app Please Note: - The Fox News 2.0 app is available for 4.0 and up - Saved articles and weather preferences will not transfer to version 2.0 - Users will need to re-enter credentials for their cable, satellite, and telco providers to watch Fox News Channel and Fox Business Network live - Fox News Radio has been removed from the app, download the Fox News Radio app on the Google Play to listen live * An authorized pay TV subscription is required in order to watch live FOX News Channel and FOX Business Network. 1 Free NewsHunt : India News | eBooks Ver sé Innovation 1 Free ★ Top 10 Consumer Mobile Apps in India - Nielsen Consumer Rankings ★ ★ Must Have App - Live Mint ★ ★ World Class app from Indian App Developer - Next Big What ★ ★ Winner GSMA Mobile Award for Best Mobile Publishing Product ★ ★ Winner mBillionth Award for News & Journalism ★ Join over 50 million people in India who love and use NewsHunt to read News, eBooks and Magazines in 12 languages. NewsHunt brings together largest collection of regional language news & ebooks from the world. NEWS FEATURES • Read News from National & Regional Newspapers, Websites & other News sources • Support for 11 Indian languages, even if your phone doesn't support the language & font. Latest news available in Hindi, Malayalam, Tamil, Telugu, Kannada, Bengali, Marathi, Gujarati, Punjabi, Oriya & Urdu • Get Local News from over 600 Indian districts & towns, plus Cricket scores, weather, horoscopes, stock updates & classifieds • Opt in to get Alerts & Notifications of Breaking News even when you’re not using the app • Set text size and background color to suit your preference • Home screen widget that shows latest news stories from recently read Newspapers. • Share News over SMS, Whatsapp, Email, Facebook or any other app you have installed • Features hundreds of fully licensed partners including The Indian Express, Rajasthan Patrika, Prabhat Khabar, Mathrubhumi, lokmat, Malayala Manorama, Dinakaran, Dinamalar, Eenadu, Sakshi, Ananda Bazaar Patrika, Deccan Herald, Sakaal, Divya Bhaskar, Jagbani, India Today, BBC (Hindi), Siasat & more BOOK STORE/READER FEATURES • Browse, download and read the largest collection of regional language eBooks. Read authors including Surendra Mohan Pathak, Chetan Bhagat, Rajesh Kumar, Sudha Murthy, Kannadhasan, and Deepak Chopra as well as international best selling authors. • Choose from thousands of free ebooks such as The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes to Alice in Wonderland • Easily shop for ebooks, including new releases in every category including New York Times® best sellers. • Read mobile optimized magazines & magazine singles(single articles) from leading magazines like Saras Salil, Caravan, Stardust, Champak, Savvy, Grihshobha & Manohar Kahaniyan. • Pay using your mobile phone in addition to your credit/debit cards - Buy eBook using your mobile operator. Available for Indian customers only. • Customize Your Reading—Choose your preferred font size, and background color to read your books. REACH US To report any issues with usage or just to share feedback and tell us how we can improve, write to support@newshunt.com Google+: https://plus.google.com/+newshunt Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/newshunt Twitter: https://twitter.com/newshuntapp 1 Free News Republic – Smarter news News Republic 1 Free The definitive news app with an elegant design, unrivaled news coverage and a simple, delightful interface optimized for all smartphones and tablets. - Visual: Get of all latest news from your favorite topics in a highly visual format. - Smart: News Republic learns what you like and personalizes your news experience automatically. - Complete: Enjoy complete articles with photos and videos from trusted sources - Personal: Choose only the topics that are of interest to you, and personalize your home screen. - In-depth: Explore related topics via Tag Nav™, our innovative news navigation system. - Customizable: Add custom RSS feed sources from your favorite websites Features hundreds of fully licensed partners including The Guardian, The Independent, Sky News, ITN and many more. Get complete coverage on: UK & International News, Technology, Politics, Sports, Entertainment and many more topics. _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ “News Republic offers the cure for infobesity” CNET. “If you love news, News Republic is the right app for you!” – AppDictions. Best News App! – AppStorm. News Republic is available in 9 regional editions - UK, USA, Germany, Italy, France, Spain, China, LatAm and International _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ PERSONALIZE > EXPLORE > GET ALERTED > SHARE > REACT > RESEARCH Inform yourself - Get News Republic now! Twitter - @newsrepublic Facebook - facebook.com/pages/News.Republic Watch - vimeo.com/channels/newsrepublic 1 Free The Times of India News Times Internet Limited 1 Free What some of our users are saying: ★★★★★ TOI has Soared The new version is pretty clean and attractive. Very responsive and very few lags. New options are very much appreciated. In all a very good update. - Ady Sharma (Nexus 5) ★★★★★ Love the notification feature No need to open the app every important news comes as a notification. - neeraj jadwani (Moto E) ★★★★★ Live TV and Audio is too good! TOI app has been improving with every update. The most recent addition of Times Now TV and Audio is just fabulous. Absolutely best news app in India. - Ninad Oak (Galaxy S3) ★★★★★ TOI is the best English news app The UI is excellent and also news can be read even when not online and saves lot of data not reloading when not required. - Joydeep Kumbhakar (Galaxy S Duos2) The Times of India, India’s largest media house, brings you the best news experience on the go. Download the TOI app on your Android device and stay updated on news from across the world, anywhere, anytime. The TOI app offers everything that an avid news reader is looking for – breaking news, latest headlines, trending news stories and in-depth coverage of sports, entertainment, business and technology including the Mangalyaan mission and Asian Games 2014. From India news to world news, political news to cricket news, technology news to Bollywood news and movie reviews of Bollywood, Hollywood and regional films – get the most relevant coverage of celebrity news. Also available is the vivid photogallery of famous Bollywood celebrities, industrialist, politicians, sports person and events / parties that are the talk of town. Also catch the live coverage of all the breaking news on Times Now Live TV & Times Now Live Audio. 1 Free NBC News NBC News Digital LLC 1 Free NBC News delivers the stories you care about, right now. Get up-to-the-minute breaking news, exclusive interviews, and in-depth reporting from our journalists around the world. The completely redesigned NBC News app can be used on both your phone and tablet. Here are a few highlights: • Faster and more visual than ever before • Stories download automatically so you can keep reading when you’re offline • Even more videos, slideshows and articles now available • Unique split screen plays video while you read stories Our live, continuous coverage gives you all the news you want, and now it’s easier than ever to share the stories that matter most to you. 1 Free Flipboard: Your News Magazine Flipboard 1 Free Flipboard is your personal magazine. It is the most popular way to catch up on the news, read stories from around the world and browse the articles, videos and photos friends are sharing. To begin, pick a few interests and tap any of the tiles to begin flipping through your personal magazine. Add blogs and publications like The New York Times, PEOPLE magazine, Fast Company and many more by using the search bar or tapping the red ribbon to open the Content Guide. You can also connect your social networks like Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, Tumblr and Google+ to see what friends are posting and easily share articles with them. Save the things you find on Flipboard. Tap the “+” button to collect items into your own magazines on any topic, from Great Hikes to Gear & Gadgets. Go to the Content Guide and select “By Our Readers” to explore magazines others are making. Download Flipboard and get started today—it’s free! Highlights: ★ All your news, interests and social updates in one personalized magazine. ★ Save stories you love into your own magazine. Use the “+” button on any item, select ‘create a magazine’ and collect favorite stories, images or videos. ★ Search for anything—people, topics, hashtags, blogs, your favorite sites—and flip through the results in a beautiful magazine format. ★ Connect Flipboard to up to 12 social networks, streamlining your reading and activities like commenting, liking and sharing. Services include Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, Google+, YouTube, LinkedIn, SoundCloud and more. ★ Read Cover Stories for a quick check on what’s happening now. Cover Stories is created just for you and is filled with popular items from everything you’ve added to your Flipboard. ★ Enjoy Flipboard in 18 localized editions—for Australia, Brazil, Canada, China, France, Germany, Hong Kong, India, Italy, Japan, Korea, Latin America, Netherlands, Russia, Spain, Taiwan, U.S. and U.K. ★ Explore hundreds of staff picks in the Content Guide (tap the red ribbon at the top), including must-read magazines and blogs, gorgeous photography and special curated sections devoted to the news of the day and other interests. ★ Use the Flipboard widget for quick access on your Android device. ★ Add content to your Flipboard magazines through the bookmarklet at share.flipboard.com KEEP UP ON FLIPBOARD: For tips and other helpful information visit our website http://www.flipboard.com and follow us via @flipboard on Twitter, on Facebook at http://www.facebook.com/flipboard or Google+ at https://plus.google.com/+Flipboard. To learn more about how to use Flipboard, visit our Support Page: http://flipboard.com/support If you are having technical issues or have any questions, we're here to help. Please visit flip.it/support to contact us. 1 Free Yahoo News Digest Yahoo 1 Free Get in the know in no time. Yahoo News Digest provides a definitive summary of all the important, need-to-know news. Digests are delivered twice a day - once in the morning and once in the evening. All the top stories are summarized and presented with the key information that you need to stay on top of what’s happening. Each story is created from multiple sources to present the essential bits and pieces of information, known as “atoms”. Atoms are key quotes, images, videos, maps, infographs, and Wikipedia excerpts among others. These atomic units provide a unique context to the news. Our stories are both algorithmically and hand curated to ensure high quality, and come with a textual summary. Yahoo News Digest makes your reading experience comprehensive, effortless, and complete. Our goal is to inform you of all the key headlines you need to know and allow you to share the news with others. We are committed to building the best mobile experience and are interested in your feedback. Let us know your thoughts here: https://yahoo.uservoice.com/forums/235999 1 Free feedly Feedly Team 1 Free Something magical happens when the right person gets connected to the right content. That knowledge or inspiration feeds you, transforms you into a better teacher, designer, entrepreneur... This inspired us to create feedly. We designed a modern reader that empowers professionals, students and enthusiasts to feed their passions; the work they really care about, whether that's in the office, at school, at home or anywhere else. Millions of people use feedly every day to curate the best of the web and tune into what matters to them. It starts with you organizing your favorite sources into reading collections. We all have different appetite when it comes to feeding our minds. Feedly empowers you to express what makes you unique. Feedly takes all the content from your favorite websites and transforms it into a simple and fast reading experience. A single place for everything you care about. Feedly is available on your phone, your tablet and on the web at feedly.com An important part of reading is picking the ideas you want to save for later, remix and share. Feedly offers seamless integration with Evernote, Twitter, Facebook, LinkedIn, Google+, Buffer, IFTTT, Pocket and Instapaper to help streamline your workflows. Feedly captures the full power of the web by letting you subscribe to any RSS feed, Youtube channel or blog. Feedly delivers in one place all the knowledge and inspiration you need to keep ahead. Happy reading! [we are hello@feedly.com if you need support or want to report a bug] 1 Free BBC News Media Applications Technologies for the BBC 1 Free Get the latest, breaking news from our trusted global network of journalists. See the top stories from the UK and around the world, and personalise your experience by choosing to see the latest news on topics such as technology, sport, entertainment, health and business. You can also watch the BBC News channel for up-to-the-minute live reports, and see video clips on most of the top stories. Key Features:  • All the latest news as it happens  • Opt in for breaking news push notifications  • In-story video over 3G and WiFi  • Download the latest stories when you have a signal and then read them offline at your leisure  • Share stories to a range of social networks, or email/SMS to a friend  • Personalise the home screen by adding, removing and re-ordering news categories to suit your preferences  • Live streaming of the BBC News channel for Android 4.0+ devices  • Home screen widgets  • Settings to allow the app to automatically update in the background  • Font controls to increase or decrease the story text size to suit you  • Ability to send stories, video, and photos directly to the BBC News team  • Full range of News categories: Top Stories, World, UK, Sport, Technology, Entertainment & Arts, England, Northern Ireland, Scotland, Wales, Business, Politics, Health, Education, Science & Environment, Features & analysis, Also In The News  • Ability to store the app on the SD card. Widgets will not be available if you choose to use this function. This is a feature of the Android system If you choose to receive push notifications, a unique identifier relating to your device will be stored by ProcessOne on behalf of the BBC to provide you with the service. No other personal data relating to you (such as a username or email address) is processed. The BBC will keep your information secure and not share it with anyone else in accordance with the BBC’s Privacy and Cookies Policy, available at http://www.bbc.co.uk/privacy/ You can choose to unsubscribe from push notifications in the app’s settings screen. Permissions:  • INTERNET: Used to get the latest news content from the BBC  • ACCESS_NETWORK_STATE: Used to determine whether you are on 3G or Wifi to deliver the best quality content  • WAKE_LOCK: Used if you enable background updates in settings  • GET_ACCOUNTS: Used to determine if your device is capable of receiving Push messages  • C2D_RECEIVE/C2D_MESSAGE: Used to receive Push messages if you opt in 1 Free News360 News360 1 Free News360 learns what you like (and don’t like) and finds news articles and blog posts from across the Internet that are the most relevant to you, personally. ✔ The New York Times: "News360 has to be one of the better news-aggregating [apps] I’ve seen on any platform" News360 is an elegant and smart news reader that learns what kinds of stories you like and dislike as you read. You will never again miss something interesting because you haven’t subscribed to the right feed or followed the right person – instead, News360 will show you all the stories that really matter, and none of the noise. You can even connect your Facebook, Twitter and other accounts and News360 will use them to become even more personalized to your particular interests. The more you use it - the smarter it gets. To make sure that you don’t get a biased or inaccurate outlook, News360 provides coverage from all possible sources for every story, combining text, photography and video to give you a full, 360° view of the issues. ✔ "Apps We Like: News360" — The Wall Street Journal ✔ "News360 is the New Cadillac of Personalized News Readers" — PandoDaily Key highlights: ★ Quickly scan headlines, preview stories and dive deep into the content from over 50,000 sources. From top global and national news providers, to local and niche sites and blogs ★ Read your Home feed, where you’ll see top articles that focus on the topics you’re interested in – no jumping between sections or feeds ★ Use the News360 widget to keep up with great content on your home screen, and even on your lock screen with Android 4.2 ★ Help News360 learn by marking stories you like as you use it, and it will become better and better at giving you the stories you'll enjoy, but will always try to give you something new and unexpected as well ★ Customize the topics you’re interested in at any time! ★ Create a free News360 account to sync your settings and read saved articles offline on your phone, tablet and at news360.com ★ Read local news using your device’s GPS 1 Free More from developer GPS for the Soul HuffingtonPost.com 1 Free GPS for the Soul is based on two truths: that we all have within us a centered place of harmony and balance, and that we all veer away from that place again and again. A guide is a collection of the things that help you course-correct -- from music and poetry to breathing exercises and pictures of your loved ones. GPS for the Soul lets you play one of the guides we have assembled for you, or create your own. The Internet and the rise of social media have given us amazing tools to connect, and to bring about change in the world. At the same time, our 24/7 connection to the digital world often disconnects us from the real world around us -- from our physical surroundings, from our loved ones, and especially from ourselves. We see the effects of this in every aspect of our lives. And the consequences can be really damaging, in terms of our health, our jobs, and our relationships. That's why HuffPost has created GPS for the Soul. We hope GPS for the Soul will be just the beginning of a journey to help you reconnect with your creativity, your intuition, your peace and your wisdom. 1 Free Huffington. HuffingtonPost.com 1 Free The Best of HuffPost. Weekly. Huffington weekly magazine represents the very best of The Huffington Post with exclusive content not on the site -- delivered to your phone/tablet each week in a lush, vivid, feature-driven magazine format. Incorporating infographics, photography, sophisticated narratives, commenting and other ways to engage with the Huffington community, the magazine embroiders your experience with humor, cutting-edge sensibility and, of course, attitude. If you enjoy The Huffington Post web site but don't have time during the week to absorb everything it offers -- especially engrossing feature work on politics, business, culture, entertainment and other topics -- then please download Huffington and spend your weekend getting caught up and getting ahead. KEY FEATURES • FREE weekly, curated and exclusive content from The Huffington Post • Share Huffington content via Twitter, Facebook and Email • Download Huffington Issues and read them offline • Navigate between Huffington articles via swipe or in the convenient Article Viewer • Find specific Huffington pages via the Issue Page Viewer • Browse Huffington Issues via the Bookshelf or Cover View 1 Free Show More ©2014 Google Site Terms of Service Devices Terms of Sale Privacy Policy Developers Artists About Google)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Touring a natural gas drilling rig with @MLA Mike Bernier, and Brian from EnCana http://t.co/AifdJ4H07b" @Teresa_Wat - 06:01pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "Gr8 event honoring Taiwan ROC w many friends @douglasbing @marvinhunt4bc @KerryLynneFindl @mhlchiu26 @prairiechinois http://t.co/85TUCQsbrI" @John_Yap - 05:40pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Touring a natural gas drilling rig with @MLA Mike Bernier, and Brian from EnCana http://t.co/AifdJ4H07b" @Teresa_Wat - 06:01pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media last tweet "" @ - 12:00am Follow @ last post "" facebook/ - Jan 1st Like Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8914&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, Number 3, January/February 2004 Teachers attend BCFed convention We all benefit by joining by Simon Truelove To anyone who is concerned about the way teachers are portrayed to the general public, I highly recommend a visit to the BCFed Convention. Here was an opportunity for us to gather with hundreds of our potential best allies from all over B.C.—and we certainly made the best of that opportunity. The Hospital Employees’ Union stood out because of their blue jackets. Nurses formed a vocal group. There were boilermakers, pipefitters, office workers, and longshoremen, to name just a few. What impact did we have on the other delegates? They gave us the warmest of welcomes. They kept rising to give us standing ovations! (The assembled members leap to their feet at every possible opportunity. It’s simply the way they do business.) We were able to let them know our biggest complaints about Christy Clark—particularly the college—and we received unanimous support. We greatly influenced a couple of votes on contentious issues. There were many opportunities to talk to delegates from other unions over coffee outside in the hall. I suppose that is what’s meant by "lobbying." A CUPE friend from Richmond expressed concern over the way IWA had signed up former HEU workers in an exclusive backroom deal after they had been laid off by the government. HEU certainly had our support on that one. A Surrey member of the college educators was concerned that her members were definitely not ready to agree to join a general strike. Teachers agreed with her and supported the adoption of a much more strategic and long-term motion. Surrey firefighters are small in numbers but are well respected in the community. They seemed very pleased about the potential effects of the inclusion of teachers. Teachers will bring much needed balance to the BCFed, I was told. It will take years to gauge the effect. The more experienced delegates perceive us as a potent force on the provincial stage. This is a perspective that may come as a surprise to many teachers, because we’re so used to getting beaten up by the media. A huge theme of the convention was the reaction to a whole range of actions taken by the Campbell government. The entrance to the convention was picketed by enthusiasts for a general strike. They were selling t-shirts. I did not buy one. Many speakers described the hardship imposed on them by various cutbacks. They voiced outrage at the lies told by the government minimizing the damage. They stood up and promised to continue the fight against the damage that is being done to our society. From their point of view, teachers arrived as welcome allies in a universal struggle of ordinary citizens against oppression. After all, are we not professional communicators? We talk and write all day long. I really got a kick out of a speaker at the New Westminster Labour Council who informed the teacher table how great it felt to be able to speak uninterrupted to a whole group of seated teachers. As Robbie Burns said, "Oh would some power the giftie gie us. To see ourselves as others see us." Anyway, our recent response to the college debacle, having garnered almost 90% support from our members, is a source of some envy among other unionists. They would like to know how we did it. In time, it seems clear that we have much to offer the B.C. Federation of Labour. By comparison, what do they have to offer us? In recent years, the BCTF has been increasingly concerned with public advocacy. We have to counter some of the poison that is printed about us in the papers. Where could we find a better conduit than an organization representing half a million workers, most of whom are also the parents or grandparents of the children we teach? Their greatest virtue to us as an organization is that they are willing, even eager, to listen. Simon Truelove teaches at Senator Reid Elementary School, Surrey.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/BargainingAndContracts.aspx?id=34898&printPage=true,BCTF > Teacher Voices  	Bargaining and contracts  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Bargaining and Collective Agreements > Teacher Voices For those who believe that the BC government is bargaining in good faith with the striking teachers, this letter is for you.  All summer long I, like many others, waited for news that the teachers had reached a mediated settlement with the government.  It shocked me to learn that for two months, nothing happened.  And then, less than a week before schools are set to open, Education Minister Peter Fassbender finally agrees to a meeting!  Why did it take so long?  My hypothesis is that Minister Fassbender needed to undermine the swell of public opinion favouring the teachers’ stand on education.  By asking teachers to return to work during a two-week cooling-off period, Minister Fassbender has placed them in a potential lose-lose situation.  On the one hand, if teachers vote against a temporary return to work, then the Liberal government can throw up its hands in feigned frustration and say, “See!  Those teachers aren’t serious about mediation.”  And, as typically happens, some of the softer supporters will be swayed by these dramatics, giving the media a new reason to vilify teachers.  On the other hand, the teachers could agree to open the schools during mediation.  This, in my opinion, would be foolish.  At first, parents would rejoice, believing that alternative arrangements for childcare could be cancelled.  But what if there is no settlement in two weeks?  Would teachers dare to walk out again, forcing parents to re-make the arrangements they had cancelled a short time before?  Public opinion favouring the teachers would tank. So teachers, what is it going to be?  If asked to accept a two-week cooling-off period in exchange for what might well be a bogus agreement to mediate, please vote “NO.”  Stick to principles.  Remember: “KIDS MATTER! TEACHERS CARE.” Loyd Csizmadia, Williams Lake)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=21695&printPage=true,BCTF News Releases  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2010 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  October 27, 2010 Premier earns a failing grade on education announcements Premier Gordon Campbell has clearly not been listening to the thousands of teachers and parents across BC who, for years, have been calling for the resources and support necessary to meet the diverse needs of students at all levels. BC Teachers’ Federation President Susan Lambert said teachers will be disappointed with the lack of substance in Campbell’s speech to British Columbians Wednesday evening. “The premier’s address lacked depth and demonstrates he doesn’t really understand how children learn,” Lambert said. “Teachers and parents know that children learn at their own pace, and we need to support them according to their own learning needs and skill levels.” His announcement of “voluntary early childhood learning assessment” for children entering full-day Kindergarten is meaningless without additional funding to meet those children’s needs once they are identified, Lambert said. “Kindergarten teachers already assess all of the children coming into their classes, but we no longer have the specialist teachers in schools to work with them. More testing doesn’t help children learn.” She pointed out that this is the premier who has cut almost 700 special education teachers, and 250 English as a Second Language and Aboriginal education teachers. “We need to restore that level of service that has been robbed from the public education system over the past ten years of this government,” she said. Campbell also stated that about 20% of children in Grade 4 are not reading, writing, or doing math at grade level. “This approach is typical of this government’s drive to standardize education and not recognize the uniqueness of each learner. The statement demonstrates that the premier doesn’t understand how children learn and it does a disservice to the many children who are struggling  and those whose pace is far beyond grade level.” Lambert also noted that 20% of children in BC are growing up in poverty, the highest rate in Canada for the last seven years.  “There is a direct correlation between poverty and school success. Hungry kids can’t learn. This government needs to look at a comprehensive poverty reduction plan and assistance for low-income families.” Lambert said teachers were hoping to hear of some relief for the teachers struggling to provide high quality education within a context of large class sizes and high caseloads of learning support teachers.  “This government has done much damage to public education in BC, and this speech won’t help reverse that,” she said, pointing to 191 schools closed, 3,000 fewer teachers, and significant loss of services to students with special needs. -  30  - For more information, contact Nancy Knickerbocker, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell).)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=18268,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 6, April 2009  Paths to Professional Autonomy Professional autonomy By Eric Bonfield Teachers enjoy teaching in an environment where we feel independent, self-directing, and able to exercise our judgment to meet the diverse needs of our students. As professionals, we feel oppressed when a single view of what it means to be a good teacher is imposed on us and we fear the loss of the rich variety of ways to educate individual students in our care. A dynamic and inherent tension between the public ethos that constrains our practice with standards, statutes, codes, and discipline exist on one hand as constraints. On the other hand, our creative and responsible risk-taking motivates and inspires us to meaningfully respond to the relational context that defines our practice. This tension or contradiction between constraint and creativity is amplified when teachers as professionals become reflective practitioners. Teachers who reflect-in-action, question the definition of the task, the theories that they bring to it, and the measures of performance by which they are controlled. Teachers question these things because they can often include unsubstantiated public pressure, and school board, principal, or colleague decisions. Teachers challenge how these decisions become embedded expectations of their teaching practice as exemplified in the Surrey book-banning case. This form of critical thinking about teaching practice includes being critical of school- or district- wide patterns of selective inattention to the neediest students. The idea of reflective practice can help to demystify the tension and contradictions that we feel as teaching professionals. As professionals, we claim specialized knowledge of teaching that is value-laden and evaluative in its orientation and as such is potentially coercive. The scope of our professional judgment is limited by uncertainty, instability, uniqueness, and conflict. When research doesn’t apply or sustain our practice needs, then the teacher can’t legitimately claim to be an expert, but only prepared to reflect-in-action. Teachers regard their teaching environments as unique and the application of standard theories or techniques are sometimes not useful. In the minutes that a teacher problem-solves with a student, they construct an understanding of the situation as they find it and therefore reframing it is essential. It is this act of reframing the problem and its solution as a reflective activity that transforms and buttresses our professional autonomy. The emerging picture of the professional teacher is one who balances the tension between the constraints, values, and principles of society, with the autonomy necessary to foster responsible and relational risk-taking as reflective- practitioners. A useful tool appropriate to resolving the tension between freedom and responsibility, as autonomous professionals, is the establishment of appropriate forms of ethical interface. While significant aspects of professional practice should be guided by teachers reframing problems through reflective practice, a professional community is useful for creating, maintaining, and developing methods, standards, and norms for its ethical interface. Professional conversations are important to the process of interpreting and understanding the unique and particular of practice over the universal claims of theory. While it is important for teachers to guard against arbitrary restraints on their professional autonomy, it is equally important that teachers tolerate the statutory and ethical constraints imposed upon them as professionals. We are responsible to our profession and to ourselves as individuals, to encourage and nurture a dialogic understanding of our practice that recognizes the work that we do as theoretically guided and idiosyncratically inspired. Authentic professional conversations help us to support our interdependence as creators and guides to our independent practice as teachers. Our professional autonomy is built upon the language that we speak together that redescribes what we do as teachers and validates our self-conception and public persona as a distinct vocation worthy of professional status. Eric Bonfield, second vice-president, Surrey Teachers’ Association. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=19892&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 2, October 2009  Exorcising the debt-deficit curse By David Denyer Education Program Funding for 2009–10 in the updated budget is about $128 million less than the funding allocated in the February 2009 budget announcement. Out of the blue came the $110 million cut from the Annual Facilities Grant putting further pressure on boards and ensuring that many go into a deficit position. Boards are understandably fuming at this piece of fiscal mismanagement. In a prime example of what is good for the goose is “not” good for the gander, the minister of education has said that boards would not be allowed to run deficits on the grounds that it is illegal, would ruin BC’s credit rating, and would just make the deficit situation worse provincially. Cuts to grants for PACs, arts groups, libraries, sports, autism support, etc., have followed furtively and in quick succession. This abysmal funding situation is aggravated by inevitable inflationary increases, negotiated settlements, increased MSP premiums, a potential 8.7% increase in hydro rates, and a looming HST—all downloaded costs for which there is no recognition in the provincial budget.The province will be in a deficit to the tune of nearly $3 billion, which sounds significant until you take into account that is out of a total provincial budget of $40 billion—in simple terms a debt of about 7.5%. A handy comparison might be, a family with a combined annual income of $100,000 dollars being in debt to $7,500 dollars. Most would say “lucky them!” Even more puzzling in this government hysteria over debt is the wild unplanned, seemingly haphazard nature of the cuts. In their embarrassment and shame, the provincial government has lashed out in typical paternal fashion at small and easy targets. The litany of cuts, with which everyone is now sickeningly familiar, represent virtually insignificant savings on a $40 billion budget and could have easily been completely avoided with a slightly higher deficit or by maintaining the existing tax structure rather than lowering taxes at a time when governments are short of revenues. Tax cuts (or so called “relief”), the hallmark of conservative economic policy, have contributed significantly to deficits in the current recession. To those who depend on these grants and funds, the cuts, however minimal in the big picture, are devastating and it is the community, families, and vital public service agencies that take the hit. Deficits in themselves are not the evil entity that current corporate-inspired political polemic would have us believe. As a number of commentators have observed, the countries of the western world would not have recovered from the devastation of World War II without them, and they continued for many years. It is high time that governments matured and learned to take such events in their stride. Once more the tired arcane rhetoric of guilt is being trotted out to cow those who dare to question current orthodoxy. “How could we possibly pass on such a ruinous debt load to our children and grandchildren?” What hollow twaddle! So, instead, do we saddle them with poverty, poor health, illiteracy, corporate totalitarianism, and hopelessness? Controls on business (particularly in the financial sector), investment in public services, fair progressive taxation of business as well as individuals, and promotion of common goods and welfare would take us a lot further toward the goals of well-being and happiness. This is the challenging part. Communitarian ideals have been so devalued through a sustained attack over at least a 40-year period that it becomes very difficult to bring these values forward as a reinvigorated political purpose. Distinguished voices, such as Michael Sandel and Chris Hedges, analyze and speculate on this predicament very ably and reach the same general conclusion although differing on the specifics; there is a need to fill the current vacuum with a grand narrative that will offer some form of transformation that we can believe in. So, what are we left with? Governments that yearn to demonize deficits, to cut services, demand concessions from labour, diminish or eliminate pensions, and drive consumers further into debt, which in turn fuels the speculation and corruption in the financial sector while the rest of us watch helplessly as CEOs wallow in their bonuses. Why not at least start with deficits as not being the end of the world? Even neo-liberals should understand this. It’s simply the cost of doing business. For an in-depth analysis of the education budget, see page 8. David Denyer is an assistant director and editor of Teacher, BCTF Communication and Campaigns Division.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=30588&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2013 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 26, Number 1, September 2013   Beyond BCeSIS: Will there be a difference? By Larry Kuehn  Finally the Ministry of Education got the message that BCeSIS is inadequate and is getting in the way of effective recording and reporting on student development. Last year the ministry started a process of buying something new.  The new software is called Aspen, and the new service provider is Fujitsu, the same company that ran BCeSIS. The cost of the new system is the same as the old—upward of $96 million. Fujitsu has been in charge of many of the elements of BCeSIS—providing and managing the servers, providing the documentation, responding to the glitches, developing the training, providing support. They will now be in charge of the same elements of the new system. Presumably they were able to offer a better financial deal because they already have an infrastructure in place with BCeSIS. The major change is in the software, moving from “esis” to Aspen. Few teachers have seen the new software to hold an opinion on whether it will be a satisfactory system. It has been adopted in a number of states in the US, but that isn't necessarily a positive factor. In the meantime, work is proceeding on an alternative, open-source student information system. Called OpenStudent, it is being developed by a team in the Saanich school district. Several school districts have signed on to use this system rather than a new BCeSIS and are piloting it in schools. Information on this system can be found at openstudent.ca. _______________ Larry Kuehn, director, BCTF Research and Technology Division )
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8828,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, Number 4, March 2004 Health and safety: The sky is falling! Now What? by Maureen L. MacDonald Chicken Little said it. "The sky is falling! the sky is falling!" Well, Chicken Little was a birdbrain. Didn’t have a clue. Please allow me to translate that famous phrase into health and safety language, which states the situation and aims for a solution. "Bad things are, or might be, happening! We need a plan!" My work as a prevention officer in the BCTF’s Health and Safety Department is not to prevent health and safety, (that always makes me smile), but to help locals and members to prevent injuries and illnesses on the job. In other words, I assist in developing plans. Here’s a small sample of some recent events. See if you can formulate a workable plan to avoid or to correct the falling of the sky. Button up your overcoat Is it too cold for comfort in your classroom? If you have been reading this column since I started writing it, in November 2002, you know that the topic of cold indoor temperature has come up many times. The plan in some districts is to tell students and staff members to dress warmly. If you think that is a good plan, you may have frostbite of the brain. You could use a little adjustment of your thin cotton thinking cap. Step right up, and I’ll fix that for you. On the other hand, if you think that a cold school is a likely eventuality and a plan should be discussed by the Joint Occupational Health & Safety (JOH&S) Committee and known by all staff in advance of the indoor cold snap, you are thinking clearly. When the plan is developed, keep in mind WCB Regulation 4.80, which states, "The employer must ensure that temperature and humidity levels within the indoor work environment are maintained within acceptable comfort ranges, as far as is practicable." In winter, those ranges are 20 to 24ºC. Also know that the School Act Section 90 (2) says "A school medical health officer may require a board to close a school when the school medical health officer considers that the health or safety of students is at risk." In January 2004, a school operated all day at 11ºC in one district, while in another district all the students in a school were sent home by 9:30 a.m. The staff didn’t have to stay there in the cold either. Eau de varnish and paint A gym floor was varnished. Several teachers and students got headaches. Paint, some water-based and some oil-based, was applied during the school day. Several staff members and students experienced runny eyes, sneezing, sore throats, and rashes. Should the plan be (a) grin and bear it, or (b) grumble to colleagues and friends, or (c) develop some guidelines for painting and recommend them to your school board through the JOH&S committee at your worksite? If (c) is your plan, you may want to apply for my job some day. You don’t even have to start your plan from scratch. The BCTF has a Construction/ Renovation/Maintenance/Repair Protocol that you can get from the Health and Safety page on the BCTF web site at bctf.ca/education/health. Adapt it for painting. If you know in advance that you suffer adverse reactions, ask to be temporarily reassigned to a location with non-smelly air. If you get sick at school, file a WCB claim. Don’t use your sick leave for work-related illnesses. Keep in touch with your local president. Oh give me time, lots of planning time... Does your school have a fire safety plan and an earthquake plan? Of course it does. In writing. For reference and review regularly. Everybody knows. Don’t stop at just those two plans while you’re on a roll. Violent students? Report to your school’s Joint Occupational Health & Safety (JOH&S) Committee. Read WCB Reg. 4.27--4.31. Do a risk assessment, and develop a violence prevention plan. Find out your district’s restraint policy. Each violent student needs a safety plan. Put it into the IEP if there is one. File a WCB incident report if you are threatened. Have the first-aid attendant record any injury, no matter how small, in the first-aid log. Tell your local president. Strangers wandering the halls? Develop a visitors plan, and ask each visitor to report to the office to get a visitor’s badge. Bomb threat? Who goes back into the evacuated school to see if it is safe? (Police come to mind right away.) What if the weather is too miserable to stay outside on the field while waiting? Hand me the emergency plan, and I’ll check. Other emergency? These actual announcements have been heard over the PA system as a coded way to tell teachers to lock their doors and wait for further instructions. Attention all staff: Dr. Nightingale is in the school; the superintendent is in the building; Dr. Sharp is in the building; Please return the large scissors to the office immediately; Code red. What’s the secret phrase in your school? If you are an itinerant teacher or a TOC, would you know what to do? Find a way to inform those valuable colleagues. Speaking of emergency plans, plan a lockdown procedure that includes "No one use the washrooms." Hope you’ll never have to test it. Are you the only one on site? Who knows where you are? Get right on this item if it has not been discussed lately by your staff. Put it on the agenda of your school’s next JOH&S committee meeting. You need a working alone or in isolation plan. See WCB Reg. 4.21 to 4.23. The plan is not just for school days if teachers have keys to the schools. There have been some serious problems on holidays. Going to your car on a dark and stormy night? Think staff safety plan. Many schools have a buddy system for leaving after dark. Many JOH&S committees have successfully recommended that outdoor lighting be installed around their schools. The end is near No, the sky is not falling! And even if the sky really is falling, we have plans to prop it up safely. The end of this list of plans is near. Just one more thing. Plan to report all health and safety concerns to your worksite JOH&S committee. Without a record of a problem, some higher-ups think there is no problem. Plan to serve on a JOH&S committee during your career. Plan to attend the health and safety workshops offered to committee members annually. (The BCTF workshops are superb. Just ask the hundreds who have taken them.) And finally, plan to speak up for health and safety. Be vocal in your local. Don’t keep parents in the dark about things like mouldy ceilings or poor indoor air quality. Remember, our working conditions are our students’ learning conditions. Thanks for reading this article. Special thanks to the members of the BCTF Health and Safety Advisory Committee, the BCTF Health and Safety Trainers, the locally elected Health and Safety reps, and all the JOH&S committee members, whose ongoing work is so important. Maureen MacDonald is the prevention officer in the BCTF Health and Safety Department. If you would like your name added to the BCTF occupational health and safety e-mail list, contact Whitney Burgess: wburgess@bctf.ca. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "October is #FosterFamilyMonth. Thank you #BC for opening your homes and hearts to more than 5,900 children and youth." @John_Yap - 11:14pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/ResearchReports.aspx?id=5614,BCTF > 96ei04, School-based Budgeting/Site-based Management  	BCTF Research Reports  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Publications > Research Reports BCTF Research Report Section XII 96-EI-04 School-based Budgeting/Site-based Management A BCTF Research Report written by Larry Kuehn, Director, Research and Technology School-based or site-based management in a variety of manifestations appears on the education policy agenda in British Columbia and elsewhere in the world. These often appear in a context where cuts are being made in resources provided for public education. The purpose of this report is to assist teachers and others to take part in the debate about school-based management and to influence sound practice in B.C. schools. 1. What is "school-based budgeting" or site-based management"? First the name. Some of the descriptors used to identify the models being discussed include "local management of schools," "school-based management," "shared decision-making," "self- managing schools," "self-determining schools," "locally-autonomous schools," "devolution," "decentralization," and "restructured schools." Any review of education research and policy journals will identify that the subject of where decisions should be made is a common theme of articles and studies. The topic has also become a matter of political debate. In B.C., the Nanaimo district has recently engaged in debating a process described as "participatory management" (detailed in a case example later in this report). "Site-based management" was advocated by the Liberal education critic in the 1995 B.C. legislative session and in B.C. Liberal Party education policy. The Vancouver Sun has described site-based management as "where parents and staff decide for themselves what kind of school they'd like." Merritt school trustee Darch Osborne says larger districts created by amalgamation will encourage site-based management, which he sees as "one step away from charter schools." (Vancouver Sun, January 12, 1996) 2. Models of site-based management Whatever the name, one or another of four models are advocated by different groups reflecting different interests. While any particular situation may have elements of more than one of these models, it is likely to have features of one more than others. Model 1--Collegial, participatory, democratic management, which involves all the staff of the school in making the decisions, whether through committees or full-staff processes. This is a model advocated in the U.S. by the two major teacher unions, the NEA and the AFT. Model 2--Principal-directed site-based management, which may involve some consultation with staff and/or parents, but is ultimately controlled and directed by the principal and other administrators. Model 3--A parent committee operating somewhat as a board of governors. In many cases these committees are elected, and are often part of reforms that eliminate or reduce the role of a school board that covers many schools. In some situations where this model has been adopted, there is a significant similarity to charter schools. Model 4--Some form of school-based committee that operates with a limited mandate, but may have significant influence in that area. Examples of this type from the B.C. context might be a school- based team for making decisions about special education or a school committee that makes the decisions about expenditures from learning resource funds sent from the district to the schools. 3. What are arguments in favor? The claims of supporters of significant movement of decision- making to the school level generally fall into one or more of three categories: administrative efficiency, educational effectiveness, and/or participant influence. Administrative Efficiency Administrative efficiency arguments are largely drawn from the business world: "Get the decisions about how to run the firm down to the people who know best what needs to be done." "The economic arguments for decentralization [are] that decentralized units foster necessary competition in sheltered monopolies." These positions often flow from an ideological belief that market approaches and competition are inherently more efficient than planning approaches. These do not take into account inefficiencies created where school administrators have much of their time taken up in dealing with administrative tasks like purchasing supplies and services rather than education administrative tasks. Many of these non-educational administrative tasks can be carried out with a few staff at a central level. Some argue that when cuts are made, it is better done at the level of delivery of service. One of the "belief" statements in the Nanaimo participatory management overview paper says that "participatory management can help schools make the most effective use of limited resources to deal with the educational needs of the students they serve." (Participatory Management, Nanaimo, p. 3) Educational Effectiveness Educational effectiveness proponents hope that decentralization will produce increased student achievement. They expect this to happen though more flexible curriculum offerings that are tailored to the students in a particular school. They expect "greater rates of innovation, higher morale, greater worker commitment and greater productivity." In contrast, they characterize the current system as controlled by a bureaucracy that imposes from the outside a one-size-fits- all policy. These arguments are frequently made in the context of the U.S. system of education governance where curriculum decisions are mandated at the school district level. British Columbia has long placed authority for curriculum decisions at a centralized, provincial level, and few proponents of school-based decision- making in B.C. include curriculum in their proposed decentralization. Participant Influence Many of these proposals are a call for new systems of involvement and influence. All of them call for decentralization or devolution, involving people at the school level in making some decisions about the school. However, who is involved, and what they are to make decisions about, varies greatly from one person's proposal to another's. Some argue for local-involvement decision-making that has a focus on teachers. These are described, for example, as "teams of individuals actually providing services or making products [which] are given decision-making authority and held accountable for results." (Odden and Clune) One of the most prominent researchers working on these issues, Linda Darling-Hammond, has concluded that success requires that two strategies be pursued together: "professionalizing teaching and decentralizing school organization and management to teachers." (Odden and Clune) The teacher unions in the U.S. have supported school restructuring if school-based decision- making means giving teachers a major say in decisions about their school. Another model advocated by some, sees school-based decision-making giving parents direct control over elements of the offerings of the school. This may mean participation in setting budget priorities and/or school policies, a role in the selection of the principal and sometimes the teaching staff, or determining teaching approach (e.g., teacher-centered instructional approach). The claim for this approach is that parent influence will produce education that is more satisfactory to the parents. The leadership style of the school principal (directive or facilitative) is central to the operation of any structure that aims to have participant influence on the operation of the school. 4. What do the critics say? Critics identify a number of problems, some arising from differences in perceptions and objectives, others from seeing reality not matching rhetoric. One view is that this is another example of translation of theories from the business world to education, but belatedly and after they have already been abandoned by the corporations. Peters and Waterman, in their book, In Search of Excellence (1982), pushed site-based management for business. Now, as his theories are being translated to education, Peters is making a fortune telling business leaders how his previous theories were wrong. The calls for site-level management are coming now in a context of cuts in resources for education. The conjunction of budget- chopping and site-based decision-making creates a situation where the decision about what to eliminate gets pushed down to teachers and administrators, and sometimes parents. This produces new conflicts as different teachers and programs are placed in a position of competing for reduced resources. Some have described this as "professional cannibalism." This conflict also produces pressures that intensify the work of teaching. If reduced resources mean the loss of a program or activity, the teachers face pressure--from themselves and from colleagues, parents and students--to add to their workload rather than lose the activity. These pressures are much greater when the decision is made at the school level rather than on a system basis. Pushing down the decision of how to administer cuts relieves those who decide about the total resources from having to face the consequences of their decisions to limit funding. Research on places where school-based management strategies seem to be effective indicates that these areas "have operated by decentralizing power, knowledge, information and rewards; creating an instructional guidance focus for change; and providing facilitative principal leadership. This created conditions for professionals in schools to reorganize curriculum and instruction, redesign school and classroom organization, restructure use of resources, and increase student achievement." (Odden and Clune) The opposite of these conditions prevails in B.C. Curriculum, student standards, testing programs, overall resource levels, allocation to targeted areas, are all increasingly centralized, leaving less of substance to collaborate about. Further, an experience commonly reported by teachers is constantly attending meetings to make decisions that have little impact, or that may be overturned by the school principal. Introducing site-based management into the current situation may produce what Andy Hargreaves has described as "contrived collegiality." Hargreaves says "this propels people toward superficial solutions and the maintenance of surface appearances." (Robertson) 5. International experiences -- New Zealand and Australia Some Lessons from New Zealand New Zealand is being held up as a model by those wishing to reduce the role and resources of government. One element of the New Zealand model is an entirely decentralized system around school-site management. It has "no intervening layers of support, accountability or control between individual schools and central government funding, review and policy agencies." (Wylie, p. 2) Cathy Wylie, from the New Zealand Council for Educational Research, has identified a number of lessons from that experience: The cost of individual institutional freedom is accountability; School-site management has increased workload of staff; Administrative and building maintenance take priority over curriculum and pedagogy; Parental voice at school level does not necessarily lead to more parental choice; The resource gap between schools serving low- and high-income students has increased; Available research indicates that school-based management alone has little improving effect on student achievement; Compared to other interventions, it is one of the more expensive forms of educational intervention. Experiences From Australia The Australia Education Union in 1994 brought together researchers who have been examining issues related to "devolution," the version of decentralization adopted in Australia. Roy Martin from the AEU identified some conclusions from the research: Favorable reactions are reported to a number of aspects of devolution, but many of the positive claims made for it are exaggerated as part of the political debate; Current decentralization proposals do not flow from earlier participative democratic movements, but from the ideology of competitive individualism and the market; Democratic models of decentralization seek more equity; "choice" along hierarchical lines produces greater inequality and sets the scene for privatization; The noise about decentralization is masking a significant amount of recentralization, particularly in curriculum; The overall effect is that government is reclaiming control but divesting responsibility for education. 6. What's up in British Columbia? The Case of Langley The longest-running and most studied school-based budget model in British Columbia is that of the Langley district. It has existed for a decade and has been the subject of reports, workshops, case studies and a graduate thesis. A listing of many of these studies is included in a 6-page bibliography available from BCTF Information Services and through BCTF Online. How is it working? A Langley Teachers' Association survey of its members asked how decisions are made in their school regarding budget allocations. Responses were: a) principal decides--27%; b) principal mostly decides--staff somewhat involved--51%; c) staff and principal share decision-making--22%; d) staff decides- -0%. The conclusion drawn was that school-based budgeting has become largely principal-based budgeting. The Case of Nanaimo A district administration paper on "Participatory Management" kicked off discussion during 1995 on a proposal for school-based budgeting (Local Site Committees) in Nanaimo. As pointed out by local president Cindy Lowry, the original proposal for participatory management had been developed without participation of teachers and their representatives. The administration paper presented arguments common in the school- based budgeting literature: "Participatory management can help schools make the most effective use of limited resources to deal with the educational needs of the students they serve;" "change is most likely to be effective and lasting when those who carry out the changes feel a sense of ownership and responsibility for the process." While it may seem contradictory that administration is seeking teacher participation in management, the motivation is unintentionally disclosed in one section: Principals generally feel that there is a significant weakening of their leadership role. Schools are seen to be run too much by the collective agreement (rule book) rather than on the basis of collegial relationships among local partners, each with a clearly defined and understood role. In other words, collective agreements define the rights of teachers from a site outside the school. If staffing decisions (the most significant resource decisions in the school system) can be moved out of the domain of the collective agreement and into the school, the pre-eminent power position of the principal within the school structure will restore the principal's "leadership role" in the guise of "participatory management." In response to the management paper, the Nanaimo District Teachers' Association (NDTA) presented to the school board a thoroughly-researched brief and the results of a survey the NDTA had conducted of its members. As a part of the process of developing its position, the local carried out an extensive consultation process which included sessions for staff committee members from schools, a meeting for parents, and school visits. The NDTA and the CUPE local co- sponsored an information meeting, bringing in teacher representatives from Langley and Abbotsford to talk about the reality of school-based budgeting as experienced by teachers in other B.C. districts. This extensive discussion was reflected in the NDTA brief to the school board, delivered by Cindy Lowry. She identified the seductive rhetoric of school-based budgeting: It appeals to the fiscally conservative and back-to-basics educators who see it as a way of controlling costs and to those progressive educators who value grass-roots participation and decision making. The remainder of the NDTA brief identified how reality does not match this rhetoric. Lowry identified six theoretical advantages of school-based budgeting and set them against the current realities in our schools. Radical decentralization allows the school staff to be involved in day-to-day school management. Teachers don't have time. They are swamped already with massive curriculum change, implementation workshops, a new labour- intensive reporting system and structural changes like provincial bargaining and amalgamation. When teachers don't have time to participate, school-based budgeting becomes principal-based budgeting. Involvement increases commitment and motivation for teachers to work harder. Teachers are already motivated and working hard. The real need is to reduce our work load, since an ever-expanding workload has already reached an inefficient overload. If the community is included in decision-making, there will be wider involvement of the community in the school. In some instances, creating a formal structure reduces broad participation of parents, because everything is left to those in the inner-circle of the official school council. How do we avoid special interest groups taking over a council? Who will speak for parents who may not have the skills or the time to articulate their needs, such as ESL parents, First Nations parents, single parents and working parents? School-based decisions will be more accountable. Blame for decisions will be shifted from the school board to the school as cuts are made, relieving the school board and province from being held accountable for the reduction in services. It must be tempting for school boards to shift the horrible job of making cuts to someone else. If these difficult decisions are made on a school-by-school basis, how will trustees be accountable to the public at elections? Money will be saved because of increased efficiency. The assertion that decentralization would reduce costs is not supported. (Brown 1990) Some research shows that a centralized budget system might be more cost effective. Economies of scale are more difficult to achieve. A great deal of administrator time is spent in activities like pricing, purchasing and accounting. Those who live directly under financial decisions are most able to change things quickly when changes are needed. When school-based budgeting is adopted in a time of cuts to resources, flexibility for a school to make positive decisions about what is needed does not really exist. If schools are forced to make budget decisions at the school level, how will the board know where the problems with the present levels of funding are? Quite conceivably, schools could be the only ones making cuts, and district services may not be touched. The best decisions are made when every possible effect is considered for the system as a whole. Divisiveness is another important concern. Imagine what it would feel like if your colleagues and community were to discuss the merits of the service area in which you were working. It would be difficult not to have the process become personal. Equity--an objective ignored by school-based budgeting. Equity is an issue that is usually ignored by proponents of school-based budgeting. A district role in the allocation of services is to ensure that there is equity. Equity is not achieved through equal treatment. Some schools have greater needs in some areas. If we have a school with a population with several high-needs students with behavior needs, these students may put enormous pressure on the school. The school might decide that they need a certain level of counseling service, behavior classes, more administrative time and so on. In order to offer these students the service that the community and staff feel is necessary, other services have to be cut. To give a concrete example from existing experience, in Langley the level of library services varies greatly from one school to another, meaning a student in one school will have good resources to draw from while another down the street doesn't have that service. With school-based budgeting, planning for equity within the system as a whole is much less possible. In conclusion, there is a great deal of change to deal with right now and this proposal does not seem to enhance student achievement, does not appear to improve parental involvement, does not seem to be cost effective. It is not widely supported by the research. It has created many problems where it has been implemented, and it is not supported by the two district employee groups in the district, so our question is simply--why here? Why now? Results of a Survey of Nanaimo Teachers on School-based Budgeting Surveys were sent to the regular teaching staff in Nanaimo in the fall of 1995. Of the 975 teachers, 326 responded. The first question read: Do you support the concept of School-based Budgeting as proposed in the superintendent's Management paper? 4 respondents were unsure, or 1.2% 6 said yes, or 1.8% 316 said no, or 97.0% The Cranbrook Collective Agreement The Cranbrook District collective agreement has a provision which includes several elements key to teacher participation. The clause from the agreement says: SCHOOL-BASED BUDGETING/MANAGEMENT To facilitate staff participation in the school based budgeting/management planning process, Administrative Officers, in consultation with the staff, shall develop a process whereby: teachers will have an opportunity to participate in the establishment of school goals and objectives; teachers will have ready access to school information relative to the decision-making process; teachers will have an opportunity to participate in the budget planning process; time and support are made available to carry out the process. Decisions at the school level shall be in accordance with the contracts between the Board and the Association and the Board and CUPE Local 729. Learning Resource Budgets The story of learning resource budgets shows some of the dilemmas and difficulties around decentralization. Learning resources in B.C. were, until the '90s, purchased and distributed primarily from a central agency, the Learning Resources Branch. Most of those materials were textbooks. The philosophy of learning resources changed in the late 1980s, moving from a textbook- to a resource-based philosophy. A significant role of the Learning Resources Branch became the evaluation and authorization of a wide range of materials that might be chosen by districts and teachers to support the curriculum. With this change in philosophy came a change in the funding system for learning resources. Instead of getting credits toward a claim on textbooks from a central warehouse, districts were given grants for the purchase of resource materials. These funds were put in trust, requiring that boards spend them on learning resources, not on other elements of the school function. Further, funds in trust, unlike other funds, can be held over to future years rather than having to be spent in the year they are granted. Over the first years this system was in effect, surpluses grew to over $20 million. At the same time, many teachers and teacher- librarians were being told by their boards that there was no money for learning resources. The BCTF got the information from the Ministry about amounts of unexpended funds that were in the trust accounts in each district. The information was then provided by the Federation to all locals. Many locals made inquiries to their boards about the expenditure of funds and why such large surplus amounts existed. In many cases, the locals were told that the funds had been distributed to the schools for purchase decisions to be made. In some districts, inquiries to staff representatives indicated that teachers in the schools did not know that the money had been distributed to schools and that they should be able to draw on these funds to purchase needed resources. In other districts, particularly those with specific provisions in their collective agreements, teachers were told both that the money was there and exactly how much money was available. This illustrates one of the key elements of school-based decision- making. Information must be open and available to everyone, otherwise the process becomes one of school-based manipulation rather than decision-making. School-based Teams and Resources for Special Education A form of school-based decision-making has been mandated by the Ministry of Education Special Education Guidelines and in many collective agreements. A "school-based team" is designated to make plans about how to meet the needs of students with special needs in the school. Many of the actions taken by school-based teams are about resource allocation. For example, the school-based team may determine a need for a teacher assistant to work with a particular student or students, or, alternatively, that the support of a trained special education teacher would be of more assistance to several teachers and students. The school-based team may make priority decisions about how special education resources are used. The way this should work is described in No. 1 of The BCTF Case Studies: Partners for Inclusion. "School-based control allows the Special Education Department (and other staff) to know what resources are available, to plan ahead, and to make constantly needed changes without seeking approval by persons who know little of real school needs. For the district, school-based funding eliminates: 'people lined up at the door with a show and tell, moan and groan process and...glossy preparations trying to get money.' " (p. 39) Although school-based teams have been operating in some schools for a long time, little study of the success or problems of these teams has been undertaken. Such a study might be of use in identifying the conditions under which successful and educationally sound school-based decision-making can take place, within a clear, but limited, mandate. Training for Effective Decision-making Any version of school-based decision-making that is effective will likely involve some form of staff committee. Effectiveness can be enhanced by training. This training should include how to make good decisions, but also how to tell when school-based decision-making is appropriate--or not appropriate--and who should or should not be included. The BCTF Research Department, in conjunction with the Staff Representative Training Program, has commissioned a set of case studies of effective staff committees. The research is being carried out by teachers who are looking at staff committees in six schools that reflect a range of grade levels and areas of the province. These case studies, which will be published, are aimed at use in the training of staff committees on effective representation and decision-making. References Balcolm, Susan. "Back-to-basics high school sought in Surrey." Vancouver Sun, January 12, 1996. Martin, Roy, and others. "Devolution, Decentralization and Recentralization: The Structure of Australian Schooling." Australian Education Union, 1994. Nanaimo School District. "Participatory Management." May 1995. Lowry, Cindy. "School Based Budgeting." Presentation to School Trustees, District 68 Education Committee. Lowry, Cindy. "Results of Survey on School-based Budgeting." Nanaimo District Teachers' Association. Odden, Allan and William Clune. "Improving Educational Productivity and School Finance." Educational Researcher, December 1995, pp. 6-10, 22. Robertson, Susan L. "Fast Schools in the Postmodern Era." Teachers' Work/Teachers' Unions (newsletter of an American Education Research Association interest group), Winter 1995. Taylor, Bill, and Sukrit Parmar. The BCTF Case Studies: Partners for Inclusion, No. 1--South Peace Secondary School. BCTF, 1993. Wylie, Cathy. "School-site Management--Some Lessons from New Zealand." Paper given at the annual AERA meeting, April 1995. About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12886,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2000 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 12, Number 7, May/June 2000 B.C. high school students receive multicultural awards by Kathleen Cherry Kitimat’s Students Together Against Racism (STAR) and the Global Issues Club from Johnston Heights Secondary School in Surrey each received an End Racism Award. Presented annually through the Ministry of Multiculturalism and Immigration, these awards recognize outstanding anti-racism initiatives. Seven awards and two honourable mentions were presented in B.C, but the Surrey and Kitimat groups were the only school-based recipients. “We were thrilled to be recognized and it was great to attend the ceremony. It was very motivational,” said Ravneet Bhander, a Grade 12 student at Mount Elizabeth Secondary School and the STAR member chosen to attend the ceremony. “I enjoyed talking to students from Johnston Heights and learning about their program,” she added. Global Issues Club sponsor teacher Beata Hittrich said that her students were very excited about the award and the success of their project. The club had developed the Ribbon Simulation Game, which is designed to help participants understand issues of racism and discrimination. “Participants are treated differently according to the colour of the ribbon they are given. There are six facilitators from the club who take on different roles. There are jails and court sessions. It’s quite involved,” said Hittrich. It has also proven to be effective in many different classes. “You can talk to kids about discrimination and racism until you’re blue in the face. But when they experience it, that is different,” Hittrich added. She said that at the conclusion of the game there was always an insightful discussion and debriefing session. STAR has also presented workshops to several local elementary schools as well as participating in other community events. Like the Global Issues Club, students recognized the need for something more dynamic and compelling than the traditional lecture format. Instead, they acted out scenarios based on real-life situations. “We enjoyed talking and working with the students. I think they could relate to us well because we are closer to their age,” Bhander explained. As well as working with local schools, STAR has become very well-known in the community which, Bhander explained, was an important criteria for the award. Much of their work has been done in conjunction with the Kitimat Multicultural Society that nominated the student group for the recent award. Indeed, STAR has been hard to miss in Kitimat. Their projects have included a multicultural fashion show featured on a local telethon, a school-wide trivia game with a multicultural theme, a potluck dinner for staff, the sale of Brazilian jewelry to raise money for Brazilian schools, workshops for elementary-age students, and full participation in the community’s multicultural week activities. Sponsor teachers Malar Benet and Dianne Fulsom said they were consistently impressed with the students’ enthusiasm, industry, and organization. “We just do a little administrative work and acquire permission for certain projects. The students do everything,” Benet explained. “They come up with the ideas, say what they’re going to do, and what they need us to do,” Fulsom added. Hittrich is similarly impressed. All the sponsor teachers said they admired the students’ dedication to work on these projects, particularly senior students who are also coping with the academic pressures of the Grade 12 year. But Grade 12 students Bhander and Asha Sharda say that this has been a wonderful and enriching challenge that can only add to their academic experience. They are just thrilled that STAR’s hard work has been recognized. Other award winners were Vancouver’s Multicultural Family Centre, the Multicultural Society of Kelowna, the Okanagan Jewish Community Centre, the Surrey Services to Communities Society, and the Vancouver Holocaust Education Centre. Honourable Mentions went to the ‘A Step Ahead’ Foundation and the Trail and District Multicultural Society. Kathleen Cherry teaches at Kidala Elementary School, Kitimat and is a member of the Teacher Newsmagazine Advisory Board. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11848,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2000 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 13, Number 1, September 2000 New BCTF health and safety training program ready to go by Lynne Sinclair Ten experienced BCTF members of health and safety committees were trained this summer during a four-day session in August. WCB and CUPE provided some of the training during what was a long, gruelling, but fun-filled and informative retreat. The Federation has now developed five modules that complete the WCB Worksafe “Basic Committee Training” curriculum. The modules are Occupational Health and Safety Program Overview, Health and Safety Committees and Worker Representatives, Safety Inspections, Accident/Incident Investigations, and Refusal of Unsafe Work. Each workshop is specially adapted for schools and teachers as workers. Health and safety committee members who complete the training will receive a BCTF/Worksafe certificate. All health and safety committee members are entitled to an annual educational leave of eight hours under Section 135 of the Workers Compensation Act. Local presidents and/or district health and safety committee members will be arranging with school boards to offer the BCTF training in each district. The training is also open to CUPE and administrative officers. For more information, contact your local president. As a back-to-school exercise, see how you do on the following test. (See answers below.) 1. The number of B.C. teacher workdays lost from 1995 to 1999 because of work-related injuries and illness is: a. 10,156 b. 29,650 c. 15,701 d. 21,400 2. The financial cost of work-related absences by B.C. teachers from 1995 to 1999 is: a. $3,517,800 b. $4,111,516 c. $5,234,549 d. $6,224,629 3. The most commonly accepted WCB claim of teachers is: a. stress b. overexertion c. falling, same level d. falling, from elevation   4. Which person is not a worker under WCB? a. teacher b. CUPE member c. student teacher d. student on work experience e. parent 5. Which of the following are not covered by WCB? a. chicken pox b. measles c. headaches d. post traumatic stress syndrome 6. Who requires WHMIS (Workplace Hazardous Materials Information System) training? a. science teachers b. kindergarten teachers c. art teachers d. all teachers 7. Which information must the school board provide to teachers? a. copies of all WCB orders and penalties b. record of all reported violent incidents c. names of students who pose a risk of violence d. copies and results of testing for indoor air quality   8. Which health and safety committee composition is illegal? a. two teachers, one support staff, one administrative officer b. two administrative officers, one teacher, one support staff c. two support staff, one teacher, one administrative officer d. one teacher, one CUPE, three administrative officers 9. Health and safety committee members must be granted paid release time for which of the following duties and functions? a. committee meetings b. safety inspections c. accident/incident investigations d. preparing for committee meetings 10. Who is responsible for ensuring the health and safety of teachers? a. administrative officers b. individual school trustees c. ministry of education d. suppliers 11. What information must be posted in the school? a. health and safety committee reports b. names and work locations of committee members c. WCB orders and penalties d. all of the above ANSWERS: 1. (b) However, this represents only the reported and accepted claims and therefore is significantly lower than actual injuries and illnesses. 2. (d) Again, the actual cost of work-related absences is much greater, but much is coming out of sick leave (educational budget and the BCTF SIP) instead of WCB. 3. (c) Although some stress claims are accepted, many are not filed, and most are still rejected because WCB still fails to recognize stress unless it is attached to a critical incident. 4. (e). 5. All are covered if they arise out of the course of employment. Many teachers are unaware that communicable diseases contracted at work are covered. 6. (d) All teachers must receive WHMIS training appropriate to their assignment because they are exposed to a range of hazardous materials from felt pens, whiteout, and wood dust, to cleaning supplies and paint. They need to know not to bring hazardous materials into the workplace or materials that, if mixed with others, become hazardous. 7. All, under the Freedom of Information Act and the Workers Compensation Act (Section 136). 8. (d) At least half of the health and safety committee must be worker representatives. Management must never outnumber workers, but there may be more workers than management. 9. All. Section 134 of the Workers Compensation Act entitles committee members to “time off from work” for all items listed. 10. All. The Workers Compensation Amendment Act includes anyone who controls and supports financially the operations of a workplace. Officers of a corporation (school trustees) (Section 121) and suppliers (of materials and machinery) (Section 120) may now be prosecuted by WCB, as may individual administrative officers who are supervisors of workers (Section 117). 11. (d) pursuant to Section 138 of the Act. Finally, if you have never seen the blue WCB books that encompass excerpts of the Workers Compensation Act and the Occupational Health and Safety Regulation, ask your health and safety rep or the principal for a copy; the books must be made available by the employer. Good luck and good health to all of you during this next school year. Together, we will all make schools safer, not only for us but also for our students and colleagues. Lynne Sinclair is an assistant director in the BCTF’s Organization Support Division, assigned to health and safety. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "#FunFriday Fact: #BC has the highest small business employment in Canada. October is Small Business Month! Check out: http://t.co/20bcLmlvFP" @bcliberals - 03:55pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Foster parents are ordinary people engaged in extraordinary acts of kindness. Join the team! http://t.co/6jUkcsOp6V" @Teresa_Wat - 04:31pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=17604,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 5, March 2009  Teachers’ Pension Plan YOUR basic pension IS secure In September 2008, the Ontario Teachers’ Pension Plan announced changes to the cost-of-living adjustments to pensions in pay beginning January 1, 2010, and in late January 2009, the BC College Pension Plan announced changes to the cost-of-living adjustments to pensions in pay beginning January 1, 2011. You can read about these changes at the respective websites: tpp.pensionsbc.ca, cpp.pensionsbc.ca. What decisions and actions are being made with respect to our BC Teachers’ Pension Plan? First, keep in mind that the Ontario Teachers’ Pension Plan, the BC College Pension Plan, and the BC Teachers’ Pension are all separate and individual plans. The Teachers’ Pension Board of Trustees issued a Communiqué on January 26, 2009, to reassure members that no changes to the current post-retirement benefits are being made at this time and to also remind members that the board is facing similar funding challenges in terms of the retiree cost-of-living adjustments and the group-health benefits. Basic pension payments (including cost-of-living adjustments already granted) are secure and are not affected by funding challenges. The board monitors the financial health of the account from which the basic pension is paid and can increase contribution rates if more money is needed in that account as determined by an actuarial valuation. That is how the board can guarantee basic pension payments. The board cannot make the same promise for future cost-of-living adjustments and subsidized group-health-benefit premiums because the funding arrangements are different. Cost-of-living adjustments are paid from the Inflation Adjustment Account (IAA), while retiree group-health benefits are paid from a portion of the employer contributions to that same account. The board does not have the authority to increase contributions to the IAA to pay for cost of living adjustments to pensions in pay and group benefits. Only the plan partners—the BCTF and the BC government—could negotiate an increase to member and employer contributions to the IAA. The board is concerned that the current IAA funding arrangement will make it impossible for the plan to provide future cost-of-living adjustments to pensions in pay and group-health benefits at the current level. The funds in the IAA are shrinking because the ratio of active members to retirees is declining, retirees are living longer, healthcare costs are rising, and investment earnings in the account have been reduced by the recent market downturn. This is a complex issue and the board is considering its options, including regular consultations with the plan partners. The most recent meeting with the plan partners was January 26, 2009. To stay tuned with updates on this issue, go to the What’s New? section on the home page of the plan’s website: tpp.pensionsbc.ca. Members can also write to the plan if they have questions or comments, or telephone the plan’s information line, 1-877-356-8771. Pension seminars Thinking about retirement  If you are within five years of retirement, this free seminar, jointly presented by BCTF staff and BC Pension Corporation staff, is for you. Your Pension/Your Future Your pension benefits will be explained to you in plain language to help you understand how choices/ decisions you make today can impact your pension income in the future. Upcoming dates  Williams Lake—March 5 Prince George—March 7 Squamish—March 26 North Vancouver—March 28 Nelson—April 2 Cranbrook—April 4 Kelowna—April 18 Terrace—April 25 Prince George—April 30 Surrey—May 2 Abbotsford—May 9 Preregistration is required: online at tpp.pensionsbc.ca; e-mail tppseminars@pensionsbc.ca; phone: 250-356-2466; toll-free 1-877-558-5574. There’s more to it than the money The BC Retired Teachers’ Association has developed a workshop for those of you about to retire. The workshop is designed to compliment the Teachers’ Pension Plan/BCTF Pension Seminar, but with limited class size to facilitate sharing and learning. It’s a workshop—not a seminar. Attend a pension seminar and you will realize that “there’s more to it than money” and who better to share experiences with you than retired teachers? Retirement living brings with it life-altering situations and a wide variety of choices, some financial, some legal, and all connected with life-style. If a pension seminar is coming to your area, ask the BCTF local president to contact the BCRTA to book this highly acclaimed follow-up workshop. BCRTA contact information: Website: www.bcrta.ca. Telephone 604-871-2265; toll-free 1-877-683-2243. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Touring a natural gas drilling rig with @MLA Mike Bernier, and Brian from EnCana http://t.co/AifdJ4H07b" @Teresa_Wat - 06:01pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "October is #FosterFamilyMonth. Thank you #BC for opening your homes and hearts to more than 5,900 children and youth." @John_Yap - 11:14pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141006,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2014/09/tentative-agreement-yes-or-no.html?showComment0751411013540036,Staffroom Confidential: Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, September 16, 2014 Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Despite what I know was a herculean effort on the part of our bargaining team, I very much hope that BC teachers will vote no to the tentative agreement. After five weeks of strike, and twelve years of legal battles, this is not the deal that will restore sanity to public education and it is not a fair deal for teachers and students. Just as teachers in Saskatchewan rejected a deal to ensure a better outcome, I hope BC teachers will consider a no vote to let our team know we have to go back to the bargaining table. Class size, composition The agreement provided a modified LIF fund starting at $75 million per year and increasing to $85 by the last year. It is for teachers only, which will mean a slight improvement in Districts where sizeable portions were spent on Education Assistants or senior District staff rather than teachers. However, in an average size District like Victoria (20,000 students, 1,000 teachers), this will translate into about 5-10 more teachers. That is one for every five schools. To put it in comparison, Justice Griffin's judgement estimated the lost funding due to lost class size language at about $330 million in current dollars. (Read more here about the proposed Education Fund.) I heard so many teachers speak up about the need to ensure that we do not return to over-crowded classes when the strike ends. This agreement does very little to alleviate what is the most pressing issue. Throwing away the court victory The agreement provides a "reopener" in the event we win on appeal our class size language. What this means is that the language returns, but is not implemented until new language is negotiated. Without the actual implementation of the returned language, there will be very little incentive for the government to bargain it back. We would essentially be back in the very same position we are in today, with government trying to bargain it out and us trying to bargain it back in. In my opinion, even if we were legislated back to work we would be in a superior position. If we won the appeal the government would then be forced to implement the language. We are thus throwing away our historic court victory and the bargaining pressure it potentially creates. The reopener is really only mildly less offensive than E80. In both cases, we have to bargain back what was illegally taken from our contract and the government will probably never have to restore it. In fact, the "reopener" creates the perfect opportunity for government to lock us out to try and force us to agree to something far inferior. Throwing away the remedy for the last twelve years The agreement provides $105 million to compensate for grievances over-sized classes for the last twelve years. Using Justice Griffin's estimates, our loss is roughly $300 million times 12 = over $3 billion. I cannot fathom how $105 million is a fair compromise. The BCTF's original proposal to put this money back into the system was a more fair and productive approach. This agreement means we can no longer go to the courts for a fair remedy. Wages The agreement is very close to government's original offer. While I would be willing to accept this if the class size language was returned, teachers should not be taking such a significant monetary loss without the commensurate gain in working conditions. We have lost roughly 12% of our annual salary. We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut. Minimal improvements There are very minimal improvements in preparation time for elementary teachers (10 minutes per week), and TTOC daily rate. The TTOC daily rate change may depend on your grid placement. It could actually be a wage loss for long term TTOCs who are above category 5 and step 7. There is also $11 million in health and dental benefits. At 40,000 members, this is $275 each. Hardly worth consideration in the context of the rest of the agreement. What next? There are a variety of options if we vote no. We can continue the strike. We can choose to return to work and continue bargaining. We do not, and should not, accept an agreement that doesn't meet our needs and doesn't meet the needs of students and public education. When Saskatchewan teachers rejected the first deal which had 5.5% wage increases over four years, the second deal had 7.3% increases over four years. They have said this still isn't good enough. For us, our main issue is classroom conditions. We need to say this isn't good enough. The way to do that is to vote no. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 7:48 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 124 comments: Troy MooreSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:17 PM The EC recommendation states the open clause will be argued from restored language. However, selling our grievances for nothing as the 105 million is strike savings, is plenty of reason to vote no. Further, no composition caps, but a fund controlled by Superintendents is enough reason to vote no. Thursday I will vote no.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:06 PM Re-opener also says "education fund" in place until new language bargained, so old language can disappear forever.Delete Reply Mme RousseauSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:33 PM Government starved us to death hoping we'd vote yes to whatever deal they'd offer. Planned it from the start.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:07 PM We can sill choose (collectively) to return to work if we reject this deal. Many options.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:09 PM Great analysis, Tara! I think that returning to work would be a bad idea. This will frustrate parents more if they need to find new ways to deal with taking care fo kids. USe the money given to you by the other unions. I am a teacher who had to quit for stress over the terrible condition of work (split FI grade 4/5, several low LD kids with little support, one severe with no support, 2 gifted (no support), and a principal who expected me to teach 2 separate social studies AND science programs)Delete Reply Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:56 PM Good points by all but the gov't succeeded in starving my family out and completly breaking us. I will be voting YES and live to fight another dayReplyDelete Replies schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:21 PM 'Fight another day'? In the last twelve years that we have been pushing back against this government, never has the tide tide been so much with teachers, class size/composition, and public education - and never has the government been pushed back onto the ropes (especially with the call for binding arbitration). What 'other day' is being proposed that we wait for? Now is the time. Vote 'no' and give the BCTF bargaining team a renewed mandate to get a decent deal for students and teachers.Delete Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:10 PM "Another day" means to wake up and realize that 2more weeks means my family of 5 could lose our home. It means I will do all I can to recall Cc, Factbender, and other mla's, and maybe even having "a guy I know" have a chat with them. In year 1 of their reign, I don't believe they even know what "the ropes" are. I will vote YES ...for my family, and I can live with thatDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:12 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply Karen FergusonSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:03 PM Just a question: When the Saskatchewan teachers voted no, had they already been on strike for 5 weeks?ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM No. They are working with no contract. They are not on strike.Delete Shannon DavisSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:23 AM I am a Saskatchewan teacher. We are not on strike; we are currently in the conciliation process after voting "no" to 2 previous offersDelete Reply "Mama Rose"September 16, 2014 at 9:27 PM Can we truly return to work without agreeing and continue bargaining? When I suggested returning to work a few weeks ago, the answer was "being on strike puts pressure on the gov't and without pressure they have no reason to settle." And can you explain more how legislating us back would be better than agreeing to this deal? And finally, why would the BCTF executive put forward a deal that was not a good one?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:30 PM Because they need confirmation of the resolve of the membership to get something better. That is what a no vote does.Delete Reply Troylana MSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:28 PM some great points to ponder, tara......thinking thinking....ReplyDelete schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:43 PM If we vote 'no' to the tentative deal we still have options: We'd not have a contract. But we could... a) strike with full picket lines b) partially strike with phase 1 (work-to-rule) in schools c) partially strike with periodic/rotating job action d) continue negotiating e) return to work and re-escalate strike f) some/all of the above ReplyDelete Replies Caroline MackenzieSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:21 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:14 PM a) will expedite matters (I say less that 3 days)Delete Reply danabjornsonSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:05 PM I am thinking that a legislated, crappier contract would only be in effect for 2 years max (before elections...). If we take this offer, then we will be agreeing to this pseudo-E80. Should we win the court case (which we likely will), we will have to settle on the terms of the THIS negotiated contract which doesn't actually restore learning conditions; it simply allows for those conditions to be negotiated. If we say n, then we default to the 2002 contract, which DOES restore the language. A "yes" vote is saying that we are good on "crumbs"; a "no" vote is saying we want an actual meal. That's my understanding, anyway. Please correct me where I am wrong, Tara. :)ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:44 PM And word is IF they legislate, they could opt to legislate back Grade 10-12 only causing the union to have to lay off all teachers and re-hire based on seniority. That will tear the union at the seams pitting teacher against teacher for those positions. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:17 PM There will be a general strike if that were to happen! They better not do this. They will regret it.Delete Reply imaginefunlearningSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:09 PM Some good points on the background of our fight over the past 12 years, which I have been actively engaged in; however we need to recognize the climate we are in. We are not in Sask. people! We have just come through a very long summer!! We need to thank our @bctf bargaining team & recognize the toll this has taken on all of us & our families. I don't have the luxury of more time on the strike line. This may be as good as it gets. Let's read the agreement and consider getting back to work and making some $ again! That's my 2 cents worth, which would come in really handy right now!!!ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:18 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply RobSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:11 PM Go back in work to rule mode. Work this winter to recall every Liberal MLA. ThAt is the only way to apply pressure to these criminals. ReplyDelete Replies Kate RestonSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:03 PM Recall! Not sure who won the battle but the war is still onDelete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:14 AM Well said Kate... I agree 100%Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:20 PM I think say NO and a better deal will be done in less than 3 days. These guys are not criminals, they are lower than that. I bet they get a sick pleasure in hurting the kids and the teachers.Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:31 PM An official recall is in the works: https://www.facebook.com/groups/316129595235450/?fref=ts Please consider joining.Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:26 AM Leah - do you honestly think anyone who voted BC Liberal did so thinking that they would act any differently on the education file?Delete Reply JJSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:16 PM I am glad to see other members who share my views. I am outraged at a 1.2 percent "raise" in salary per year that doesn't even meet inflation of currently 2%. I feel used and abused.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:23 PM Not to mention all of the other pittance! I am actually surprised that Iker asked teachers to vote on this! Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:18 PM Hi Tara Thanks for the summary! Will we be able to vote NO to the deal, but vote YES to returning to work? Will there be three options when we vote Thursday? Why did the BCTF agree to a substandard deal for us? If we vote no to a deal that was recommended to us, the teachers look like the bad guys and public approval will plummet. I am very disappointed and frustratedReplyDelete Replies KataSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:12 AM Public approval will not necessarily plummet. I have seen strikes where the membership has voted against the executive's "best results to date", and ended up with a better offer. This offer is an insult. The $300 million will not bring funding to the national average (I believe). More importantly, the wage offer is half of the average wage increase for public and private workers (StatsCan). Delete Reply MontySeptember 16, 2014 at 10:19 PM Thank you, Tara. My thoughts too, more clearly expressed. As well, Thursday is too soon to vote, too soon to vote, too soon to vote........ReplyDelete Richard ChalkeSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:21 PM Vote no and lose every shred of public support...just sayin!ReplyDelete Replies UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:31 AM I am a member of the public and would support a "no" vote. js!.Delete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:01 AM Richard Chalke, NO you won't! I am a mother with 3 adopted special needs children who need to be in a class that is designed for them and others like them (my kids are academically slightly delayed but their issues are more social and behavioural) where they can receive the education they deserve taught in a way they can comprehend. I will speak now for all the parents I know, and we will support the teacher's if they continue to fight for our children's best interest.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:28 PM It might not be pretty at first, but once we explain things (and I hope the Mandarin-speaking teachers flood the Richmond organization that voiced their concerns), they will back us. The 3 billions that the judge came to is the first I hear about. This should be stated to every newsmedia comment section in the province. Minimize pickets and flood those outlets with commenters, just like the Liberals do. Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:45 PM I am a member of the public and a single Mother of a child in the public school system. You will NOT lose one bit of my support if you vote no. I know that you are sacrificing so that my child can have a better education, and I am most grateful for it. Having said that, I also know that you are exhausted and broke. I have been dreading that you may have to settle for less than what you (we) deserve because the government succeeded in breaking you. I am not in your shoes, so cannot judge. If the vote is a yes, I understand and I am still behind you. Delete Reply Alison RocheSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:25 PM It is a crap deal. It's always a crap deal. Once you raise the stakes to striking, anything else is a cave in. The last time we walked out was the 3 day illegal strike where I threw away 1200$ and got EXACTLY the same contract I had the year before. The BCTF called it a win because they didn't rip up MORE of my contract. Ridiculous. There are a few of us that believe that working to contract, doing 100% of your teaching job and nothing more (like paying for supplies out of your own pocket or EC) is the only way teachers will survive this government. What if they get re-elected again? Then what? Teachers have lost thousands to these clowns to make "statements" about the state of public education in this province. We can't keep sacrificing ourselves and our families. And in the meantime, you talk to parents about why you have to take this crappy road. Because up until this strike they mostly didn't care about the state of education, but god forbid you didn't run a Sports Day. Then suddenly they wanted to know what the hell was going on. Keep the conversation going in schools. Attend your PAC meetings and stop enabling this govt to underfund and overwork the system. And still get paid!ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:20 AM I am very excited at the prospect of returning to my beloved job on Friday. However I will NOT continue to put my personal money into my classroom and I will be seriously reconsidering my involvement in extra curriculars. I think we shoot ourselves in the foot with all the unpaid work we so willingly volunteer to do. Delete Reply FCSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:38 PM I heard a rumour last week from a loose lipped government insider that after the 22nd, depending on the outcome of the negotiations the Liberals were going to announce a 3 step process. I was not clear if this was based on 3 steps to resolve the strike (perhaps the 3rd step is legislation??) or 3 steps to overhaul the education system, either way, they will settle it outright. I wish you all luck and all the information that you need to make a sound decision of what you feel is best.ReplyDelete Replies Lisa BurrowsSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:53 PM I have heard similar rumours. On the 23rd, the gov. was planning on introducing a $6000 per year voucher system for 3 choices: an academic or trades program, or something called EducationCanada. Not clear whether their intention was to privatize the public system, de-certify teachers and hire them back under new wage/benefits. Not clear where these rumours originated from. Maybe fear tactics to get teachers to vote yes. In any event, I plan on voting yes. I signed up to be a teacher, not a martyr. This strike has cost us a lot. We need to regain our livelihood and hopefully continue the conversation about class composition. We have at least awakened many people to the issue, and the court case is still an avenue that could eventually improve teaching and learning conditions.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:33 PM I urge all teachers to fight and say NO to this deal. Retired teacher who had to retire because horrendous work conditions. Make me proud. They will not last long if you say NO! I know this is tough, but there is money and I hear that Van City does offer loan at low to 0 %. Banks do allow you to miss a mortgage payment. Go talki to your banker.Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM Will school districts require teachers to make up missed days, as suggested in the media? Will the school calendar be changing to make up for the missed three weeks and if so will we be made aware of those changes PRIOR to the vote? ReplyDelete KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:41 PM "Wages..... We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut." And that is the cost of going on strike!!! There is nothing that can be done about that. You cannot go on strike and put up the raise you want every week to compensate for your time on strike - it doesn't work that way.ReplyDelete Replies Drew StevensonSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:59 AM I believe the missing "..." Suggests that they meant to refer to the losses against inflation since the last wage step increase. Thus this contract does not allow us to recover the buying power lost to inflation since the last non contract or "0%" year. Add those up and compare against the proposed increase and you see that by the end of the contract, we won't be able to afford the same value of goods (loaves of bread, watts of energy, litres of gas) that we could at the end of the last contracts term. It was not a comment about wages that were lost in the strike. Those are really small potatoes when compared to the grinding power of inflation over years and years. The next contract will use this latest for a bench mark so these losses to inflation will grind at all teachers for as long as they teach. A death of a thousand cuts to our ability to afford basic goods and services. Any raise less than inflation is a cut to the value placed on us and on our ability to pay our bills. Delete Reply Ed SSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:09 PM Having lost $20,000 (including summer school wages) as the single income for a family of five is far too much; I will be voting YES to the deal, unless the independently wealthy teachers out there who wish to continue the strike will pay my bills and mortgage for me.ReplyDelete Replies Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:14 PM I feel ya. Yes for meDelete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:18 AM Ed S. With all due respect (and I mean that), how did you lose $20,000 in the strike? Teachers were out 2 weeks (all out) before they were supposed to be in June, and now 3 weeks for the start of school? It is my understanding that teachers don't get paid through the summer months. Please correct me if I'm wrong, wherever I'm wrong. Shouldn't you have been financially alright for the summer months at least? Also all teachers knew this strike had a possibility of extending into the new school year but no one teacher budgeted for this possibility? I'm truly just trying to get a clear picture of where this all stems. NO disrespect intended.Delete BlairSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:12 AM Kelly, not Ed but if you look at the numbers there was the 10% lockout haircut in May/June plus the loss of most of June and the loss of much of September. In our 1 teacher (1 non) household we calculated a $9 K - $10 K loss so far. If you add summer school earnings you can easily make the loss in the $20 k zone. As for budgeting, we budget for the summer, but did not expect the 10% haircut, nor the loss of June/Sept days which completely messed our budgeting calculations. A very good friend (single teaching mother) was crushed by the loss of the June income and is without a penny today.Delete Mr. SmoothSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:35 PM The only one who didn't get a haircut was Jim Iker... and he needs one more than anyone else. What's with that over-coiffed 70"s mullet Jim? Does wonders for the BCTF brand image!Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:55 PM Jim's hair is not open for discussion in a respectful space like this. As for his salary, he is a teacher who does not get paid when we are on strike.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:04 PM Totally agree!Delete Reply Mr. GSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:24 PM If I thought they could do any better I would agree with voting NO, but you have to be realistic. The BCTF does not use professionals to bargain and always ends up with much less than they promise the membership when asking for a strike vote. While this is not a great deal for teachers, I really think you're fooling yourself if you think it'll get any better.ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:02 AM BCTF needs to be replaced with younger more adept representatives and advocates. Also, we should be hiring professional contract negotiators - you don't go into battle with cut throat corporate types with a wooden knife. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:37 PM This is BAD deal! Say NO to it and show those (expletives) that we will not take it anymore! Come on! Show them that teachers have a spine! They will respect us, oddly!Delete Reply retaSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:51 PM I agree with Richard. Those in the public that are uniformed would be furious, and there are many teachers who just can't afford to use their wages as their voice any longer - too much has already been donated to the government. In my opinion, the deal is pretty lame. I am sitting on the fence.ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:24 AM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:26 AM So true!!! I cannot afford to fight this battle for public education any longer. Why is this my personal and professional obligation??? However I think this deal is weak weak weak. I also think its the best we are going to get. Ideologically I'm on the fence but my wallet will vote YES.Delete Reply SirThinksToo MuchSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:54 PM My wife and I will be voting "Yes" on Thursday for it is the middle path. The easy path would have been for us to go back to school with E-80 & E-81 over our heads. The difficult path would be for us to vote "No" and put our mortgage at risk and having to continue asking retired parents for handouts to feed a family with three kids. The middle path is the wisest choice for us considering the current political climate in which those who do not teach are the quickest to judge it harshly.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:41 PM I understand that this is really tough for you! I almost died teaching a few month ago. I had to quit. Please consider holding on and say no. Remember the short loss in salary will be offset in the LONG-RUn by better salary increase. This is a joke! They will be laughing at you even more if we accept this. This is a very bad deal! However, I do respect your position!Delete Reply DaleSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:16 AM Why would classroom conditions be better on October 9th after being legislated back? We have been outplayed because of our stubborn refusal to outdated, tired old tactics. It is because of these actions that have led us to this terrible deal. Time to reset, regroup and stock up for the long haul. Can't do it if half the members commit hara kiri on themselves. We are a union of professionals not a cult. ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:49 AM Could not agree more.Delete schreck!September 17, 2014 at 9:44 AM Could you please advise which tactics you believe could have been used to secure a superior deal?Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:47 AM Full disclosure: I'm a BC Liberal supporter. The only people who would benefit from a NO vote are the BC Liberals. Teachers would be bargaining with no leverage whatsoever and would be viewed by a large segment of the population as unreasonable. The BC Liberals then get portray themselves as the only party capable of dealing with the BCTF. schreck! says that the BCTF has the government on the ropes, but he couldn't be farther from the truth. The government wants people to view the BCTF as their primary opponent. Disputes like this just shore up the BC Liberal base and protect its right flank. Any half-baked recall campaign will only reinforce that. It's true teachers aren't going to recoup the lost wages from the strike. I would suggest to you that that means this job action was probably not in teachers' interests, especially without any sort of appreciable strike fund. This is the best deal teachers were ever going to get with this government and people should have been able to recognize that in June. If you want my advice (which you probably don't), it would be to spend the next 5 years building up a strike fund, electing better leaders, and hiring a professional negotiating team. Don't bring a knife to a gunfight and expect things to go well. Focus on getting the best deal you can from whoever the government is rather than trying to change the government, the HST, Kinder Morgan or a thousand different issues that distract from education and erode the union's finances further. You'd be doing yourself a favour, and probably doing the NDP a favour at the same time. Also, if schreck! is David Schreck, you can thank his opposition to STV for the last two BC Liberal majorities. I know I do.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:11 PM One step would be to stop making political contributions to the NDP. This only contributes to the childish animosity and lack of trust that has constantly characterized negotiations. How else can the Socreds/Liberals view teachers except as enemies when they so publicly support their opponents. This stupid confrontational immature approach has to STOP!!!!! Education should not be a political fight when it is so obviously a valuable benefit to our society. It was an NDP government that legislated teachers back to work in 1993. Stop making education a political fight.Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:10 PM I don't think they have to go that far. CUPE and the Nurses still contribute to the NDP yet they don't have the same acrimonious relationship. CUPE and the Nurses just make their members their priority, and broader advocacy second.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:55 PM Ryan (possibly a Liberal paid commenter), with all due respect, I disagree with you. The cumulative increase in lieu of this will be better. Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can. I say to Iker, ask for 6% over 3 years because these people love to play the 15% over 15 year game to make it so big on the surface. Some people think that this is 15% every year. Believe me! I have seen it in comment sections. Others believe that the 15% is too high not understanding that they must divide things over the duration of the contract. It is time that we play it smarter. It is time to put the foot down and ask for money given to us by other unions, if it is needed. Banks can accept one late mortgage payment. It would be suicidal for them to not help. Imagine the possible damage if that ever leaks out. They could lose a lot in teacher money. I for one would pull my money out of a bank in support! Teachers are going to show this government that we have a spine! Enough is enough! Aren't you tired of being treated like kids? (Retired teacher who almost died in a car accident because of work conditions that were horrendous. I had to quit.)Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 AM Not paid by the BC Liberals. I pay them actually... :/ I imagine astroturfers of any affiliation wouldn't disclose their bias. "Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can." How did that work in May 2013? If the teachers reject a contract that their own union endorsed, it will make teachers seem unreasonable. Whether that perception is true or fair is irrelevant. It's what will happen, and teachers will be weaker as a result. Take my advice. Build up a strike fund and focus on the internal governance of the BCTF for the next 6 years. You'll be better off for it. Or not. I don't mind you or others making it easier for the party I support to get elected. I'd just rather not see kids and teachers hurt in the process.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:37 AM Ah! The "don't-hurt-kids" card, hey, when you have underfunded education for 12 years! WOW! That takes the cake! Are your trolling? Oh! You are serious? :) Would you be surprised if I don't follow your advice, considering your lack of logic? Would you be surprised if others don't follow your advice? It is ttue that bullies like you and your ilks love to show who is the boss, who is the teacher now! I suspect that is at the root of the problem! No one wants to fail in school! No one wants to get the strap! Sad that today's teachers don't like it too! But, who cares, we are ... teachers! We deserve it! BAH! BAH! BAH!Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:22 PM That's fine. I look forward to another 16 years of BC Liberal government.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:41 PM 16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate! Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan! Sociopaths do that!Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 9:35 AM "16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate!" 16 years of our opponents still don't understand why they lost. Like I said, that's fine with me. If I said the Liberals would be in power for at least another 13 years back in 2004 you probably would have laughed too. Heck, if I told you on May 13 last year that the BC Liberals would be reelected on May 14 you'd probably have laughed too. And you were wrong. Why is that? Answer that question if you want the NDP to win the next election. Without a correct answer to it, the NDP's cause is hopeless. "Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan!" You feel they are flawed, and that's fine. I don't go around calling people who disagree with me sociopaths, nor do I accuse them of being paid shills. But I also don't feel much need to address your ad hominems. There are logical arguments to support your position, but argumentum ad hominem is not one of them. It's a textbook logical fallacy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 1:15 PM Ah! Now I get it! It is all ego-based! You think because you voted the winning party that you are a winner and we are losers! You think because you predicted that the Liberals would win, you are winner. That does not make YOU a winner or the Liberals! It is called DEMOGRAPHICS, you expletives. The baby boomers are getting old and because they have more assets and won't make a whole lot more for too long, they need to vote a govn't who is going to do just that! It is not rocket science! WOW! You think you are so superior when your party stole an election with 47% of the popular vote. That's not a majority and your party should not have been elected. BTW, did you delete from your ethical memory the words Ethnic voting scandal? The field is slanted and you know it. However, you are so willing to minimize, forget the scams and bad fairplay tactics like a sociopath is allowed to minimize or ignore his or victims emotions that you don't see that you are the loser, we are the victim of your constant bullying. 1% wage increases after years of 0% increases and you can justify that when Yahoo reports that the average Canadian can hope to get 2.5% this and next year: https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html You Liberals behave like fascists, but we can't call you that because that's not allowed! Well! Guess what? It is and you are. Live with it! You keep on dreaming you are a genius! :) I am retired, getting soon a nice pension, and laughing at you from a beach somewhere! AHAHA! Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 2:14 PM What's with the name calling Peter? For someone claiming to be retired you really don't show the wisdom of age. For someone who talks about logic, you use logical fallacies like ad hominems a lot too. It's a fair point that the BC Liberals didn't get a majority of the vote (and I'm a very big supporter of electoral reform). The BC Liberals + Conservatives did though, and I don't think it's realistic to expect the BC Conservatives to have been more generous had they been part of government. Last time I checked I just voted. I didn't "victimize" anyone. Perhaps your rage is misplaced. If you think the election was "stolen" I'm afraid I have to question your grasp on reality though. "Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?" I'm glad you'll have a pleasant retirement Peter. I have no ill will towards you. I'm not sure why you think I do. I'm not saying people were *right* to vote BC Liberal. That's a matter of opinion. All I'm saying is people *did* vote BC Liberal. More voted BC Liberal than BC NDP for the last 5 elections in a row actually. You need to understand why that happened in order to change it for the next election. Clearly you're not interested in that though. Which is fair enough. Just remember next time you're upset about something the BC Liberals do that your lack of interest is part of why the BC Liberals get elected at all.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 3:23 PM I love your culture --or the lack of thereof! Guess what, stop thinking averybody is white and must follow your little rules. Namecalling? Sociopath? Whaaaat? And, what if you are? Still can't call you that? :) You fascist right-wingers are big on censorship! I just don't like you giving us lessons on how to get the NDP in. As stated, people are voting right of the NDP because it is a matter of demographics and a little ethnic vote buying on the side. The rest is mumbo jombo. Yes, of course, they will have to go on strike in the future and yes they will have to build a strike fund. The Liberals stole that from the BCTF too! And, you wonder why I don't have any respect for them? Yes, electoral reform is needed! We agree!Delete Reply JJ GeorgeSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:46 AM As a parent, I support the teachers and respect whether they choose to vote yes or no. However I noticed a discrepancy here from other information I've read regarding prep time for elementary teachers. Here it states minimal improvement to prep time - only 10 minutes per week being added. Elsewhere I read that it is 100 minutes per week for prep, increasing by an additional 10 minutes in the final year. That is a significant difference, and worth noting. Or have I completely misunderstood?ReplyDelete Replies Anne-MarieSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:59 AM Elementary teachers currently have 90 minutes of preparation time per week so an increase to 100 minutes per week is only gaining 10 minutes. In other provinces and some private schools they have as much as 45 minutes of prep time per day.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:56 PM Thank you for inquiring!Delete DW ZSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:57 PM You're right JJ George. There is a significant difference around the province regarding preparation times. In my district elementary teachers currently get 100 minutes of prep time. This new proposal is useless to me. I'll have to wait 6 years to gain an extra 10 minutes. Delete Reply UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:11 AM Almost nobody gets cost of living adjustments. Also inflation is NOT 2%. Do some research and look at the CPI for BC over the last 24 months. The average over the last 2 years is 0.7%, not 2%. The CPI changes every month so you cant just look at the highest month and declare that THE inflation rate. Check out the 12 month averages document for the actual numbers. http://www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/StatisticsBySubject/Economy/ConsumerPriceIndex.aspx All that being said I support the teachers. if you think this is a bad deal as a parent my dream would be for the teachers to vote no but continue bargaining because I do think the kids need to be in school and I do fear that the teachers will lose all support if the strike continues. All I ask as a parent is that you do your own research and try not to be swayed by all the opinions. ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:01 AM Inflation for August was 2.1% (http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/economy/cpi-report-expected-to-reveal-rise-in-canadas-core-inflation-rate/article20593943/). The CPI is a year-over-year calculation.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:43 AM Inflation should be looked at as a yearly average, not an individual month.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:34 PM The lawyers do not believe we have compromised our court deal. Our leadership would not have sold us out. We dodged a bullet. The Premier had something loaded even if we are not sure what it was. The idea that we could simply return to work is not guaranteed. I think a no vote could easily lead to the Liberals locking us out again because the Premier wants to crush us and she will use any excuse. She did not want to take the advice of her people and do this deal. I am certain a plan for drastic action (where we have to take the concessions they had planned) or worse - was in place. We can't guarantee the press will do any better job explaining the complexities should we say no. They rarely sided with us in markets outside of Vancouver where people are more political and they often misled or allowed others to mislead. They are not helping and would sensationalize. This would see dissolution of support very quickly - especially if we asked for wages. (Though admittedly it angers me that we can't ask for wages without being accused of being greedy when that is what most bargaining units do). But we have argued this is about kids and while this is not ideal - it is better to have teachers than not. The deal does suck in that it does not bring us to par - but this fight needs to be won with a strategy that is political and capacity will do that in another round. We have some support - but it is limited to the choir. We need to have the pews too. We need to build that capacity while working and continue to find allies because the fight is bigger than most people want to consider. This is about ideology and about privatization. Education always was political but never more so than now and we have to fight this party or the conservatives who would do the same or worse. No teacher who is responsible can ignore the politics any longer. That is simply the truth. If you work in the system you better get informed and you better be prepared to fight until retirement for the system. That said, I want to ask the same question others are asking: Why is this the job of 42,000 teachers and not the job of all citizens who want equality to fight for this right? It is time (while the conversation is still on-going and up to and including election night) for us to guide the public where we can but mainly play our part by not propping the system up. Make poverty known. Make noise about shortfalls, ask questions (in the media or in board offices ) about who is going to fix it instead of paying ourselves, volunteer some but wait for the pubic to step up so they see what schools lack. I hate the deal too. But I trust Vince Ready and Iker and I don't think we could have done better right now. I think we dodged a bullet because I have read everything this government has put out and followed the trail. They plan to privatize and they are just looking for the route. Voting YES for now does not mean we are giving up. It does not mean a win in the way we wanted but we have won a battle that will lead to us winning the war. If we don't rest up and stock up we might not get there.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:57 PM Well, if it is bigger than just this battle, then we will need ALL the unions to strike if they do indeed use drastic (draconian) measures. I say it is time for ALL of the unions to call a general strike. I guarantee that they will not like that one bit. What will they do then? Call the army? :) People in Europe, at the end of the 19th century stood up in mines. General strikes do occur in Europe and have. If you think you had it tough, think of them who stood tall for US in tougher times and conditions. Make sacrifices. Sell furniture. Tutor on the side. Ask for the BCTF money. Ask your banker to help. As friends and relatives. If we say NO, it won't last long. If they legislate us back, let's call a general province-wide strike of all unions. Delete Reply Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:47 AM Between CC's smug smile as she celebrates slaughtered teachers and Jim Iker's goofy grin - seemingly unaware that he has been a willing puppet, I am thoroughly disgusted. Over the next 5 years, teachers will be in an increasingly bad situation financially, classrooms will continue to be too large and complex with increasing medical, social and environmental issues impacting academic delivery. It could not be less obvious that things will continue to worsen. The Liberals have ensured that BC is rapidly becoming the Canadian Monaco for rich off shore interests and wealthy corporations. Soon the underpaid "workers" will have to be bussed in daily to Vancouver - Asian style. The only recourse is to move to just about any other province and bring in up to $100,000 more over the six years with much less cost of living. So we are bailing, encouraged by friends who have gotten positions in Manitoba and Alberta. My colleagues and I discovered through contacting several school boards across Canada that specialist (special needs and behavioural) and secondary science teachers are in particular demand. I want to work in a professional, respectful environment where the needs of all children are considered a priority and where I feel inspired to do my best. However, I want my vote to reflect the wishes of teachers who will be here over the next 6 (5) years, so very much appreciate your blog and opportunity to read the comments.ReplyDelete Bert SlaterSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:11 AM To vote YES will throw away 12 years of effort, and 2 victories in BC Supreme Court. To vote YES will be to snatch defeat from the jaws of victory. If you vote YES what bargaining power do you think you will have - the government will do nothing, and then what do you think you will do - take job action? PLEASE VOTE NO.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:59 PM Time to show you have a spine!Delete Reply RodSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:06 AM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Cool HandSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 AM Wouldn't a 'No' vote be a vote of no confidence in the BCTF itself?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:02 AM Not at all. It is just a message to the leadership we need to do better. The strength of the union is the members, and we support the leadership by giving them direction through democratic means.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:40 PM I disagree. How else can a recommendation by the EC to vote yes be interpreted? Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:00 PM I am sure people will interpret this both ways, but it is a vote. If it is supposed to be a "Yes", because it might be interpreted one way, then why bother having a vote?Delete Kate TSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:07 AM Yes , it would be. I don't think we could come out much better than this with this government. How will a No obtain that? Christy will be happy, she can declare the BCTF gone and roll out her plan to privatize. Delete Reply David DeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:06 AM A no vote would be a rejection of a the court victories defied by the government and an inadequate deal containing some vague promises that won't meet the needs of teachers or students on class size and other important issues.In Ontario elementary teachers get 200 minutes of prep time per 5 day cycle. I know there is financial hardship, but the union has received close to $2 million in donations from other unions; is there no way of accessing hardship funds? At minimum, vote no and return to work on work to rule with various strike options.ReplyDelete Erica JonesSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:25 AM This article actually makes me so mad. It is NOT better for the kids that they have missed almost all of june and all of september. This is what you signed up for in BC as a teacher. Get on board or GET OUT.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:20 PM Is this really what teachers signed up for? At my high school, each class has about 30 kids, with an average of 17 kids per classroom with an identified learning disability. Our district says that there should be no more than 4 kids per classroom.. How do you expect non-specialist teachers to help each student when over half of them require more resources because of a learning disability? Furthermore, are you generalizing the "better-ness" to all the kids in BC? Because I don't think that it would be better if kids went back considering the learning environment isn't up to par. There are barely any Education Assistants, and support teachers for the multitude of children who need them. While I recognize and appreciate your enthusiasm for education, please realize that the public school system isn't a daycare. Also, please think about your words and the learning environment prior to speaking out. By the way, we're not an autocracy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:08 PM I can understand your frustration! Understand mine! I almost died at 7:30 pm one night returning from teaching a FI split class with several students who did not get enough support or no support at all. The principal expressed to me that he expected me to teach 2 different social studies programs and 2 different science programs. ANYONE I talked to knows that this is impossible to do, especially in French Immersion when kids get no support at home and books are often too hard for students to read. I had to quit my job. I did it for me and did it for the kids. I was like a surgeon who is asked to operate on 5 patients with an old scalpel with 2 inexperienced nurses. Predictably, 4 patients would die and I would be reprimanded! Teachers are put in terrible conditions and kids too. I hope you have the openmind to consider the reality of this honest personal anecdote. I also wish you to understand that this is likely not an isolated incident. What will it take? A kid to commit suicide because he or she is not getitng enough support?Delete Reply hilarySeptember 17, 2014 at 10:29 AM It is incorrect to equate lost funding with what the teachers would have received in grievances. The two are not equivalent. The starting position of the BCTF was $225M, so they never expected $3B to resolve grievances. I'm also interested to know where you get your figures on overcrowded classrooms. A recent Globe and Mail article says that classrooms are, on average, smaller than the caps set in 2002.ReplyDelete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:36 AM The signing bonus should be roughly $2500 each: 105 million divided by 41 thousand.ReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:53 AM It is not that simple. The $105 million is to be allocated by the union. The term "signing bonus" has been crossed off on the signed document. Some of that money may be used to pay union debts. Don't know this but clarification would be useful.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:16 PM Just quoting from the CBC news website, "And finally there are details of $105-million fund to settle grievances stemming from the ongoing court case. The BCTF says that money will be given out as a signing bonus, with specific amount yet to be determined."Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:34 AM I think it would be smart to put at least part of it into your strike fund.Delete Reply WheelsSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:55 AM If the money is used as a signing bonus, it should be based on FTEReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:12 PM Yes I am sure it will be based on FTE. The question is how much of the $105 Million is actually distributed. This is up to the union, and I am told that it is yet to be decided.Delete GuruSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:44 PM And don't forget all the retired teachers who are entitled to a share of it.Delete Reply Geoff OrmeSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:18 PM In another discussion of this someone suggested that under BC Labour Law a no vote means rejection of the proposed deal, and that means the strike continues until either: - the union in question elects to stand down - another tentative deal is presented or - the government imposes a legislated contract. I think the last of these is the most likely, and I believe the legislated contract would be draconian and brutal. What do you think, Tara? Also, I would appreciate your thoughts on Sandy Garossino's comments at https://storify.com/Garossino/should-teachers-accept-the-contractReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:14 PM If this is so, in a few month (likely a couple of years), teachers will win so much more with a Supreme Court judgment! It is possible that the Liberals know that the higher courts are stacked by Liberal judges (that is what happen when judges are chosen, not elected). In any case, a negative settlement (or not a great judgment) will galvinize the public to reform the way the Supreme court judges are being chosen. I doubt that any govn't will want that to happen. A legislated contract will make the LIbs look like sociopaths and dictators.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:47 PM Peter I think you are expecting far too much from the public, many of whom are only paying attention to this matter due to kids being home from school. The public are not remotely this savvy on the political process.Delete Reply IslanderSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:09 PM I am a continuing education teacher. We have it even worse and we are not listened to enough about our poor conditions. Those include no prep time (and we do have to mark and do report cards many times a year sometimes and commonly for 30 students in a class), travelling to different schools with no compensation, and having next to no breaks in between 3 hour classes. I worked for two years with no lunch break and taught 6 hours straight (just 15 min. breaks) to be told, "don't complain since there are others who will do it". We then got 15 min. breaks in between classes. Most of our students are wealthy immigrants, many who try to stay in classes as long as possible since the classes are free. After spending a year in Germany, I realize how better organized it is where the immigrants pay to learn the language on a sliding scale, and have to pay for a student book as well for each class. We do not even have text books, but photocopy so much at tax payers' expense. This is not right. I then teach summer school since we were not on a 12 month continual salary and most of those students are also immigrants (at least 75%). This is also free and it is becoming so common and the new immigrants know this is free babysitting and tutoring. I think one main problem is that we have so many new immigrants in our classes who need ESL like this article states about our inclusion style of education nowadays: http://www.vancouversun.com/life/Shelley+Fralic+trouble+with+schools/10203596/story.html I am honored to be teaching and like my job, but it does get exhausting especially since I need two or three jobs to pay the mortgage that I now no longer have.. back to renting since it all I can afford in this city that has become so expensive. And many don't realize that it is very very difficult to get to full time work as a teacher here. There was a formula that made it take about 10 years to get to f/t (now finally changed). I have been without pay for 3 months, and now had to finally rent a place in anticipation of returning to work, so I have to vote "yes", but please keep the comments coming for what alternatives we have. Maybe we have to just educate the public in a better way than picketing; maybe get out and walk around malls and talk to people and hand out pamphlets on how this liberal government is hurting this. Most Asians (probably just the new who are from such a different system) are already against the teachers since they do not seem to understand what is going on. http://www.vancouversun.com/Business/asia-pacific/Chuck+Chiang+Many+Asian+families+place+blame/10202757/story.htmlReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:17 PM First of all, myn thoughts are with you! I think your ideas about using different strategies is smart. Picketing is not a very good strategy to let people know about things. I think using the membership to flood media comment sections would be more effective. Going to talk to the public might be a good idea along with this, I think. Phone the BCTF and ask for support.Delete Reply Marsha HolleySeptember 17, 2014 at 1:36 PM A teachers wife Vote no you have come to far to back down. It is a -----Y DEAL. ReplyDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:45 PM Ask yourself WHY teachers cannot get 1/2 of the average increase in salary of the private sector? (The Libs will tell you because there are sooooooo many teachers, but I also hear that there are provinces where there is a need for teachers!) TORONTO - A new study says that Canadians, on average, can expect about the same size salary increase next year as in 2014. Human resources consultants Pal Benefits says a survey of 401 organizations, mainly in Ontario, Alberta and British Columbia, projected salary increase for 2015 at an average of 2.79 per cent. That was almost unchanged from the 2.74 per cent average increase projected in last year's survey. Meanwhile, in addition to the average salary increase remaining relatively steady year over year, the survey found that the percentage of employers who plan to freeze salaries appears to have stabilized at eight per cent —in the same percentages as was projected in 2014. Breaking down the numbers further, the survey found the average salary increase anticipated in the engineering, financial services and high technology sectors was three per cent. That compared with an average of 2.5 per cent on the low end for organizations in durable manufacturing. https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.htmlReplyDelete "Mama Rose"September 17, 2014 at 9:12 PM I used to agree with you, Tara, and appreciate you bringing these items to your blog to get us all thinking. But after a very long night and day of research and discussion, I realize I will be voting yes tomorrow. Here is why: I don't care about salary or benefit increases. That is not why I went on strike. I don't care if this tentative deal is not good for teachers. That's not why I went on strike either. For me, the single most important issue is class size and composition. I want to work in a classroom where I have enough time and resources available to me to adequately help all the students I teach. And while it is true that this tentative deal will not change anything in the classrooms right now (or at least most of our classrooms), I realized that we couldn't actually make changes in that area because the issues of cs and c is before the courts. When I made that connection and realized that this round of bargaining was really about a "good enough" agreement regarding wages, then the deal seems, well... good enough. BUT, the best part, is the language the BCTF legal team made around the furture court decision (the re-opener). They have it in writing that if we win the court case (which is likely) and when we have to start bargaining class size and comp again (that is exactly what Justice Susan Griffin said we would have to do) we will be STARTING from the 2002 levels. To make this simple to understand, I explained it to my friends using a number line. With this new language, the BCTF starts the next round of bargaining at say a 50. The government will want us to go to 10 or 15, and we'll compromise and end up maybe 25. But WITHOUT that language, we would have started bargaining at a 10 and only gone down from there. So I do believe it is the best deal possible, it still factors in the biggest issue (from my perspective), we do not lose the important gains of the past, and most importantly, everyone gets to go back to school.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 PM Mam Rose, I appreciate your point of view and your courage. However, let me point out to you and the readers that a decision at the BC supreme court might not turn out the way teachers anticipate. We all know that judges are appointed and who does the appointing? "All justices of the BCSC (including the position of Chief Justice and Associate Chief Justice) are appointed by the federal cabinet, on recommendation of the Minister of Justice. Masters are appointed by the provincial cabinet, on recommendation of the Attorney General in consultation with the Chief Justice." (Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Supreme_Court_of_British_Columbia) Now, I would like to think that all of those people are objective, but they are appointed and we know that there are political appointments. They have a lot of discretion over the laws and judgments. I am willing to bet that the BC Liberals do know this and are betitng the farm (or do they know something we don't know) that the Supreme Courts are stacked against teachers? So, I am not sure if we can count on a WIN if we proceed with the court ruling. I think we would be better to negotiate and negotiate a better deal.Delete Reply retaSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:57 AM Yes...no...yes...no...The last two days have been this. I’ve read so many articles and comments over the past few months and, I can say, I have learned a lot. I know this is not a great deal for teachers right now. I will be voting yes. This is why… 1. The children. Without going into the multiple issues (e.g., grad, post secondary, trades, sports, global education/trips, planned activities, those with varying degrees of special needs, those that need a soft place to land, etc., etc.) the children need to get on with their education. 2. The parents. For many parents, this strike is a financial burden. We do not like to be called baby sitters, but for many living below the poverty line, school is a financial relief. Winter is coming; gas bills will be expensive. 3. Poverty. Remember, BC has the highest child poverty rate in Canada. Schools feed and clothe numerous children. 4. The other systems educators work collaboratively with. MFCD, CYMH, foster parents, group homes, and the multitude of non-profit agencies that support vulnerable children and families are bursting at the seams. We are a part of that team. 5. CUPE. While some have been paid during this strike, that money is coming from districts. It was not provided by the government. And, CUPE is a partner in education - from the bus drivers to the tech dept to custodians to secretaries to EAs and so on. 6. Small Businesses. In our little towns, the school district is the number one employer. There is a direct cause-effect relationship between loss of wage and loss of business. 7. Money. The amount of money that is needed to reverse the erosion of the public education system over numerous years cannot be recouped in one sitting. This agreement is a start. It’s not much but the stage has been set. 8. THE COURT CASE. That is why we were on strike. All the other stuff could have been resolved months ago, but our government was working hard to make the court case go away. Well, it still exists. I consider that the victory. We live to fight another day (as rhetorical as that sounds) AND I hope people actually read the ruling and think critically about how a loss could impact the future of the Charter of Rights, and the power of government to contravene those rights. I am guessing we will vote to ratify as so many fear “what’s next?” from this government. It’s nasty business, and I think legislation would be next. VALUING PUBLIC EDUCATION needs to come from a STRONG, CONSISTENT public voice. If we do ratify the agreement, and those in the profession and public think we've given up, we have not. We’ve been fighting for years. We just haven’t been heard… until now. ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:21 AM I understand your point of view, but sometimes you have to fight to get what you want. This is a VERY bad deal, considering: Other people get on average 2.5% salary increases last year and this year and the next and the rest of us get 1% and must feel happy if we do.? (https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html) THIS DEAL is a horrendously BAD deal for kids/parents as well, of course. We are going to continue to be humiliated and be the laughing stock of many people of this province. After a decade of paycuts, WOW, this is what they are willing to offer! WOW! WOW! WOW!Delete Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:30 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Reply Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:37 PM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:08 PM Let's cross our fingers! I think we need a general strike by all unions if CC legislates teachers back. It is time to put the foot down and tell her and the Liberals that, as in the movie Network,"I am mad as hell and I won't take it anymore!"Delete Reply Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 8:26 PM Needs help on some stats for an online debate Looking for the last 10 or 15 years of contractual salary increases in %. So, 1% for 2001, 0% for 2002,...ReplyDelete Children FirstSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:00 PM Well it's all done now. Really hope the teacher's can find another angle to deal with class size and composition as well as student funding. The government will make sure the coming court case never swings your way no matter what. 2nd most expensive place to live in the the world!!! Wonder why and where the money goes??? ReplyDelete AnonSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 PM I'm an outsider, but have followed closely this whole fiasco and this is a RAW deal. Your union hung you out to dry on this one - taking a really bad deal (clearly no one from the BCTF had rudimentary math skills in their toolbox) and then publicly encouraging to the media that teachers accept the deal....what choice did you have - a no vote would have outraged the public. I could go on and on, but the bottom line, in my opinion, is that your union better get some stronger leaders who are PR and technology savvy. Out with Iker and the rest of those who bargained on your behalf - they just got ......well , we know that happened. Whew, can't even believe how screwed you got, absolutely amazing - nothing meaningful gained in the big picture and only very minor gains for a small group of people, bigger losses for the majority.. Wow - I better stop now. Best of luck. Thanks for all you do for our children. ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ▼  September (9) Reflections on the BC Teacher Strike BC Teacher strike - Lessons learned Response to Sandy Garossino Will the Education Fund improve classroom conditio... Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Class composition: a human rights perspective Class size and composition - a short visual histor... Guest post - I WILL HOLD THE LINE Teachers - let your leadership know it is time to ... ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=20164&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 3, November/December 2009  “Feminine characteristics: needs counselling” By James Harcott In 1967, my male Grade 6 teacher wrote the above descriptor on my “Pupil’s Cumulative Record” as I left elementary school for junior high. And for the next six years of my education, subsequent teachers encountered me first through his judgment, meeting me in person second. This comment box was labelled “Character Summary” and Mr. H.’s impression was the only asked-for and recorded comment by my elementary teachers. Three years later, my male grade nine teacher responded to his judgement with “Still slightly feminine but is growing out of this.” None of my high school teachers responded to the two earlier judgements. Academic marks were solely recorded by them. Forty years later, does this still have meaning? As a long-time elementary teacher, I endeavour not to commit judgments to paper concerning my students: they’re irrevocable. Permanent records follow students throughout their education as do the inaccuracies they contain. They characterize a student based on limiting criteria. Ask an impartial colleague to confirm or dispute classroom-based impressions before committing to students’ official records. Choose your words carefully and precisely. They will be read and interpreted for many years. And definitely act on legitimate problems, accessing school-based resources, seeking assistance for students. I find it interesting—but somewhat puzzling—counselling was not offered throughout my Grade 6 year or the years afterwards, despite many teachers’ examination of my file. [Academic marks were duly recorded each year by subject area teachers—they surely read the 1967 comment.] Why record permanently a supposed necessity without follow through? And was my perceived femininity truly an element of my character? Certainly the femininity was seen as a problem to be corrected by at least two teachers. Gender identity in 1967 was very prescribed and limited for students, teachers, and parents. Social redefinitions were yet to come to prairie Canada. Nowadays, gender identity encompasses the feeling of being female or male alongside biological, psychological, social, and legal components. And nowadays, character is defined around the qualities of co-operation, extension to others, social responsibility and citizenship. The touched-on sexuality of 1967 no longer has a place in a teacher’s comments. I received my cumulative record from Edmonton Public Schools while researching a 1962 educational program I was enrolled in. [Interestingly, I was the only male student in this program along with four females.] My initial reaction to this teacher’s comment was painful as I remembered an approachable, humourous, and engaging Grade 6 teacher. His judgment of my masculinity—because certainly his remark about my femininity is actually a remark about my masculinity—stung. Roger Angell in his memoir, Let Me Finish, states “…memory is fiction—an anecdotal version of some past event...” Had I fictionalized my actual Grade 6 behaviour to conform to the then-accepted standards of male and female student behaviour? Was Mr. H.’s impression accurate? Gender identity is now seen as a continuum. The stringent labels of 1967 are no longer applied as society understands and embraces broad and freeing definitions and standards of masculine and feminine behaviour. Such terms—masculine behaviour, feminine behaviour—are not understood now as polar opposites. And each gender displays mutual characteristics in their expression of self. The “isms” of the 1960s, 1970s, and so on have deconstructed long-ago limited definitions. Schools now strive to foster and provide safe, supportive, and caring environments for all. Acknowledgement of both individual expression and respect for all are promoted currently in classrooms and school hallways. My behaviour may not have generated a Grade 6 teacher’s notice and comment in 2009. And if it did, a validation of my individuality may have been expressed to my betterment and the teacher’s credit. Such is the passage of time and the realization of personal expression. James Harcott is on leave, Faculty of Education, UBC.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=21204,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 7, May/June 2010  Looking back By Chris Bocking 70 years ago The Canada Year Book for 1938 gives us wage statistics on different classes of labour. If we take $933 as representative of a year’s pay for unskilled labour, and apply it, we find that about 6,000 men teachers, or 42% of those tabulated, do not rate unskilled labour wages for a year’s work. It is sad, but true, that the colossal industry of educating Canada’s 2,200,000 school children claims only 27 per thousand of the young men who go through Canadian universities; for the remaining 973, we may well believe that the rewards of an educational career are too uncertain and too meagre. – May 1940, The BC Teacher  50 years ago There is no problem with the seriously inefficient; the only real problem is with the border-line case, the teacher who “gets by” but just barely so. This teacher, too, will recognize himself. The symptoms are plain; he keeps the class under reasonable control but he is fighting off trouble all the time; he is always on the defensive with the pupils, never relaxed; he finds no real enjoyment in his work; by 3:30 he is depressed—not just some days but every day. He remains in the profession, not because he takes any pleasure in his work or considers he has any genuine aptitude for it, but because it is the only kind of work he knows, and he cannot face up to the prospect of preparing himself for some other occupation. – May/June 1960, The BC Teacher  30 years ago Here are several suggestions to help you cope with stress. The first is that you must recognize the symptoms of burnout. You must face those symptoms squarely, without relying on food, drink, drugs, or withdrawal as a way of coping with the stress. You must realize that you are not responsible for many of the factors that cause stress, but rather for how you respond to the crisis. The burnout syndrome is not a response of the weak or unable. Education has made tremendous strides over the past generation, but if it is to survive, the teacher can no longer be considered expendable. – May/June 1980, The BC Teacher  10 years ago The other side defines education as a product to be bought, sold, and traded on the “free” market. Schools are reduced to job preparation sites and students are seen primarily as future workers and consumers. With global public spending on education estimated at $2 trillion a year, corporations are eyeing public schools as a vast, untapped market. Indeed, thousands of would-be profiteers are converging on Vancouver for the World Education Market, a trade show for those seeking to profit from the “education industry.”– May/June 2000, Teacher newsmagazine Compiled by Chris Bocking, Keating Elementary School, Saanich Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/BargainingAndContracts.aspx?id=4978,BCTF > BC Labour Relations Board Decision December 19, 2001, BCLRB No. B476/2001  	Bargaining and contracts  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers Aboriginal Education  Bargaining & Collective Agreements  Français  Health & Safety  New Teachers  Opportunities for Members  Pensions Professional Development  Professional Rights & Responsibility  Provincial Specialist Associations  Salary & Benefits  Teachers Teaching On Call  Teaching Resources  For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Bargaining and Contracts > Bargaining Rights > LRB Decisions Note: You may experience problems printing this document in some versions of Netscape. This document has been provided to the BCTF in HTML format by the B.C. Labour Relations Board. The BCLRB posts decisions on a weekly basis in PDF format at http://www.lrb.bc.ca/decisions/. You may wish to access the PDF version of the decision for printing purposes. BCLRB No. B476/2001     BRITISH COLUMBIA LABOUR RELATIONS BOARD     ALL BOARDS, AS DEFINED IN THE SCHOOL ACT, IN THE PROVINCE REPRESENTED BY THE BRITISH COLUMBIA PUBLIC SCHOOL EMPLOYERS' ASSOCIATION   ("BCPSEA")     -and-     BRITISH COLUMBIA TEACHERS' FEDERATION   ("BCTF" or the "Union")       PANEL: Mark J. Brown, Vice-Chair   APPEARANCES: Judith C. Anderson, for BCPSEA John Rogers, for BCTF   CASE NO.: 46340   DATE OF HEARING: December 17, 2001   DATE OF DECISION: December 19, 2001     DECISION OF THE BOARD     I.                     nature of application 1                     In BCLRB No. B383/2001, the Board set out the process agreed upon by the parties for the designation of essential services: … the agreed upon process is set out below: 2.Should the Minister do so, the Board shall convene a hearing as soon as possible to: (i)define the term "provision of educational programs" under the Code; and (ii)determine whether any aspects of Phase 1 of the BCTF's job action plan are "necessary or essential to prevent immediate and serious danger to the health, safety or welfare of the residents of British Columbia" (Section 72(2)) and/or "necessary or essential to prevent immediate and serious disruption to the provision of educational programs" (Section 72(2.1). 3.Should any aspects of the Phase 1 job action plan fall within the scope of Section 72(2) and/or 72(2.1) as noted above, the Board shall designate essential services for the BCTF bargaining unit, to the extent necessary for Phase 1, pursuant to the process set out in Sections 72(3), (4) and (5). 4.Every effort shall be made to complete #2 and #3 above by no later than November 2, 2001. 5.Should the BCTF contemplate the withdrawal of extra curricular activities: (i)the BCTF shall notify the Board; (ii)any withdrawal of extra curricular activities shall not take place until the essential service designation process in (iii) below is complete; and (iii)the Board shall designate essential services for the BCTF bargaining unit, to the extent necessary to deal with extra curricular activities, pursuant to the process set out in Sections 72(3), (4) and (5). 6.During any Phase I job action or the withdrawal of extra curricular activities, the BCTF shall not establish any picket lines until the process in #7 is complete. 7.Should the BCTF contemplate initiating any strike activity beyond what is contemplated in Phase 1 and/or the withdrawal of extra curricular activities: (i)the BCTF shall notify the Board; (ii)any strike activity beyond what is contemplated in Phase 1 and/or the withdrawal of extra curricular activities shall not take place until the essential service designation process in (iii) below is complete; (iii)the Board shall designate essential services for the BCTF bargaining unit and all support Unions pursuant to the process set out in Sections 72(3), (4) and (5). 2                     This decision relates to point #5 noted above, that being the designation of essential services relating to the withdrawal of extra curricular activities.  In a letter dated November 29, 2001 to the Board, BCTF requested the Board to commence the mediation/adjudication process with respect to extra curricular activities.  In response to an inquiry from BCPSEA, BCTF described this phase of the job action as follows in a letter dated December 6, 2001: Teachers will add the following job action to the withdrawal of services initiated by Phase 1.  Teachers will not participate in any extracurricular activities or functions.  The only activities which teachers will perform outside of instructional hours are classroom preparation, lesson planning and marking.  Teachers will continue to perform duties/activities resulting from the Board's decisions concerning Phase 1. 3                     The parties met in mediation on December 7, 12 and 14, 2001 to discuss the outstanding issues relating to this stage.  I commend the parties for reaching agreement on the majority of issues in dispute.  However, there were three areas in dispute which resulted in the need for adjudication.  In the conditions set out below, the italicized portions reflect the areas where agreement was reached (although the numbering of the paragraphs is different).  In the three areas where there was no agreement, the parties' positions are set out. II.                   decision 4                     The conditions for the withdrawal of extra curricular activities are as follows: 1.   There will be no withdrawal of any activities during the regularly scheduled instructional day except to the extent permitted by Phase 1 job action as adjudicated by the Labour Relations Board (the "Board"). [see BCLRB Nos. B409/2001, B417/2001, B418/2001, B421/2001, B431/2001, B436/2001, B444/2001, B451/2001] 2.   The services/activities performed by teachers outside of the regularly scheduled day which will continue to be performed are:       (a)            lesson preparation;       (b)            planning;       (c)            assessment, evaluation and marking; and       (d)            teacher discipline/evaluation/investigation meeting. 3.   The following existing assignments will continue as normal during this phase of the job action (except as limited by Phase 1): (a)       Existing scheduled courses, including Semester 2, which are part of a teachers' regular FTE instruction assignment which are scheduled outside the regular timetable; (b)       Regular scheduled instruction in storefront, alternative programs, learning centres, and adult education programs will continue to operate in their existing instructional hours.  Any programs that either party believes are similar will be discussed locally to determine whether they should be included.  Any additions must be approved by BCPSEA and BCTF.  If there is no agreement, the matter may be referred to the Board for adjudication; (c)        Non-enrolling teachers and associated professionals will continue with their existing assignments as and when they are currently performed; (d)       All aspects of the TREK and EARTHQUEST Programs will continue as normal and as currently provided both within and outside the instructional day.  Any programs that either party believes are similar will be discussed locally to determine whether they should be included.  Any additions must be approved by BCPSEA and BCTF.  If there is no agreement, the matter may be referred to the Board for adjudication; (e)       Existing activities within an existing assignment for which an allowance or compensatory time is provided by the employer will continue as normal; (f)         Visits by work experience co-ordinators (teachers) to worksites will continue as normally and currently provided; (g)       Career Preparation Programs, including the work experience component, which are part of a teacher's existing assignment, will continue as normal. BCPSEA Position: (h)        Teacher duties during field trips which occur during an instructional day and which are part of or arise out of curriculum and which extend before or after the regular school day and include lunch break supervision of students. (i)         Activities currently performed by teachers whether within or outside of the regularly scheduled day which are part of or arise out of curriculum and for which marks are provided or credit is given will continue. BCTF Position: (h)        Field trips will only occur during the instructional day, but will include any necessary lunch break supervision of students. (i)         BCTF argues there should be no provision as proposed by the BCPSEA. 4.   The terms are without prejudice to the position to be taken by either party at Phase 2 adjudication. 5.   BCTF agrees that the employers may continue the activities, for which teachers are withdrawing services for this Phase of the job action, with volunteers or others to replace the striking teachers without any contravention of Section 68 of the Labour Relations Code. 6.            Teachers will be available in the event of any emergency or disaster situation.  In the event of a dispute between BCPSEA and BCTF as to whether an emergency or disaster situation exists, the teachers will perform the work in question. 7.   If there is a dispute arising from this decision, the dispute shall be immediately referred to Step 3 of the grievance procedure as set out in the Collective Agreement.  If the dispute is not resolved within 48 hours, either party may refer the matter to the Board.  The Board will conduct a hearing, by conference call if necessary, and issue a decision within 48 hours of referral to the Board. 8.   These terms may be varied by agreement of the parties or revised by successful application to the Board by BCPSEA or BCTF. 9.            Except as modified by these terms, current Collective Agreement provisions will continue to apply. 10.With the exception of the strike action undertaken in this Phase and Phase 1, teachers will continue to perform their normal duties. 5                     BCPSEA argues that based on the agreed upon adjudication process set out in BCLRB No. B383/2001, and considering the Board's decision on the definition of the "provision of educational programs" in BCLRB No. B455/2001, any activities relating to or arising out of the curriculum do not constitute extra curricular activities.  Therefore, those activities may not be adjudicated in this phase of the BCTF's job action plan but must be adjudicated as part of Phase 2. 6                     BCPSEA argues further that the optional instructional strategies and resources chosen by the teachers in the exercise of their professional judgement and autonomy is not the same as voluntary participation in an extra curricular activity. 7                     BCPSEA argues that the Board must first determine whether the withdrawal of a particular activity "is related to or arising out of the provincially prescribed or locally developed curriculum".  If so, the adjudication of the essentiality of that activity should be under Phase 2 and not under this phase relating to the withdrawal of extra curricular activities. 8                     With respect to field trips, BCPSEA argues that field trips which occur during the instructional day are not extra curricular activities and therefore fall outside the scope of these proceedings.  These field trips are generally planned by the teachers and are related to either provincially prescribed curriculum or a locally developed curriculum.  Even though the planned activities may be optional in terms of meeting the learning outcomes of the curriculum, the optional nature of the activities does not transform them into extra curricular activities. 9                     With respect to the curriculum related activities referred to in BCPSEA's 3(i) position noted above, BCPSEA presents essentially the same arguments as above. 10                  BCTF argues that it is BCTF that determines the nature of the strike action.  The Board's role is to designate as essential those facilities, productions and services affected by the job action which the Board considers fall within the scope of Section 72 of the Code.  BCTF argues that its action comfortably falls within the definition of extra curricular activities as used by the parties in the Collective Agreement. 11                  With respect to field trips, BCTF argues that teachers should not be ordered to work outside the instructional day.  However, field trips can continue by either altering the length of the trip or by utilizing an Administrative Officer ("AO") and/or parent volunteer coverage. 12                  With respect to the activities referenced in BCPSEA's 3(i) position, BCTF argues that it is too broad.  Some teachers may choose to design a program that goes beyond the instructional day to enrich the students' experience, while others may not.  But in either case, the instructional hours required by the pertinent statutory regime are provided.  However, under BCPSEA's proposal, the teacher who voluntarily goes beyond the instructional day is required to maintain that activity during job action.  BCTF argues that this negative approach creates a disincentive for the future. 13                  BCTF argues further that given BCPSEA's definition of extra curricular activities, there would have been no reason to include point #5 in the essential service designation process because none of the voluntary activities would fall within the scope of Section 72 of the Code. 14                  In short, BCTF argues that optional activities whether included in the curriculum or not, are voluntary for the teacher and the student, and therefore should not be continued under this phase of job action. 15                  I agree with BCTF that the Union designs the nature of its job action.  It is the Board's role to designate as essential, those services, facilities and productions that fall within the scope of Section 72 of the Code.  The Board normally addresses the designation of essential services in the context of a full withdrawal of services.  After the essential service designation process is completed, there are cases where a union may initiate a partial strike that does not in fact engage the essential service order. 16                  In the case at hand, BCTF initially embarked on a Phase 1 and Phase 2 job action plan, with instruction to students not being affected until Phase 2.  Initially, there was some discussion between the parties as to whether extra curricular activities fell within Phase 1 or Phase 2 job action.  When the parties agreed upon the designation process set out in BCLRB No. B383/2001, they agreed to a three stage process: Phase 1; extra curricular activities; and Phase 2.  The job action was to have increased impact on the education system at each stage. 17                  In negotiating the terms of the agreement, the parties did not define extra curricular activities for the purpose of the designation of essential services.  The term is defined in several different ways in the components of the Collective Agreement relating to the specific School Districts.  While the definitions vary between the Districts there is a common theme in the definitions; that is, that extra curricular activities are voluntary and go beyond the provincially prescribed and locally determined curriculum of the school. 18                  However, because of the differences between the definitions in the Districts, it is not possible to take a simplistic approach to the essential service designation process and simply say that all extra curricular activities may be curtailed.  As the parties recognize, that would mean that strike action could vary from District to District and the confusion would create endless litigation.  That is why the parties, to their credit, have worked hard to reach an agreement during this process. 19                  I find BCPSEA's argument to be unduly technical in nature.  It boils down to the premise that if an activity is planned by the teacher as part of the curriculum, regardless of whether it is optional, it is part of the curriculum and therefore not to be considered in this phase of the essential service designation process.  However, when BCTF serves notice that it wants to move to Phase 2 of the job action, these same activities may very well not fall within the scope of Section 72 of the Code. 20                  I agree with BCTF that if I accept this technical argument then point #5 of the essential service designation process agreed upon by the parties is virtually meaningless.  Given the BCPSEA approach, the only activities that fall within the ambit of point #5 are voluntary and totally outside the curriculum.  There would have been no need to include this stage in the essential service designation process because the Board would not have ordered a teacher to continue an activity that was voluntary in the first place. 21                  I acknowledge BCPSEA's argument that there are prescribed learning outcomes for each educational program.  The teacher has the professional autonomy to develop the curriculum using suggested instructional strategies.  These strategies may include activities which are conducted within the normal instructional day.  In many cases teachers may enrich the students' experience by developing an activity that goes beyond minimum requirements and beyond the normal instructional day.  This may result in the teacher spending time on the activity that many would consider voluntary time, rather than required time. 22                  In the development of the course curriculum, the teacher has the option of including various activities.  One example that was used frequently in the mediation/adjudication process was a planned ski trip to Whistler as part of a physical education course.  The teacher could have just as easily met the learning outcomes of the course by opting to go to the North Shore mountains closer to Vancouver; or if there is no snow anywhere, scheduling alternative activities to meet the necessary learning outcomes. 23                  But to say that in a strike situation the originally planned activity must go ahead, even though it was optional for the teacher to plan the activity in the first place and even though it was optional for the student to attend, stretches the purpose of essential service legislation and the concept of a "controlled strike" beyond its limits. 24                  Having said that, I note that there may be specific activities that are part of a specific course that are a requirement for completion of the course, whether they fall within or outside of the normal instructional day.  If these activities are not completed as planned, students will not receive a mark for that part of the course and therefore completion of the course would be in jeopardy.  These may be activities within the school or may involve field trips outside of the school. 25                  In order to ensure that these activities are continued, I order the following to be included as 3(h) of the Order, in place of the parties' positions on 3(h) and (i): (h)        Activities or field trips that are a required component of a curriculum for which marks are provided or credit is given will continue.  Activities or field trips that are optional in nature (i.e. not a required component of a curriculum) will only occur during the instructional day, but will include any necessary lunchbreak supervision of students. 26                  In my view this provision will result in the continuance of required activities and field trips so that students meet the required outcomes of the course.  Their grades and ability to complete the requirement of the course will not be affected by this phase of the job action.  It will also allow teachers to change optional activities and field trips so that they occur during the instructional day; or allow the School District to continue with the planned optional activities or field trips if alternate coverage can be arranged. 27                  I acknowledge that this will result in some inconvenience and change with respect to planned optional activities and field trips.  However, it will not affect the students' achievement of the required learning outcomes. 28                  BCPSEA argues that I should include another provision ordering that extra curricular activities cannot be withdrawn until after the Christmas Break.  I decline to do so for the following reasons. 29                  The Labour Relations Code contains specific provisions with respect to strike/lockout notice.  In addition to meeting the statutory requirements, the BCTF agreed to a protocol wherein a further 24 hours notice would be given prior to the withdrawal of services.  BCPSEA proposal falls outside Code requirements and the protocol agreement.  I do not have the jurisdiction to alter Code requirements; nor will I disturb the previously agreed upon protocol agreement.  BCTF would have to agree to amend the protocol agreement and it has not done so. III.                  conclusion 30                  For ease of reference, the conditions for the withdrawal of extra curricular activities are set out in an Appendix attached to this decision. LABOUR RELATIONS BOARD     "MARK J. BROWN"   MARK J. BROWN VICE-CHAIR   APPENDIX TO BCLRB NO. B476/2001 CONDITIONS FOR THE WITHDRAWAL OF EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES [Italicized portions were agreed by the parties in mediation.  Non-italicized portions were adjudicated by the Labour Relations Board.]   1.   There will be no withdrawal of any activities during the regularly scheduled instructional day except to the extent permitted by Phase 1 job action as adjudicated by the Labour Relations Board (the "Board"). [see BCLRB Nos. B409/2001, B417/2001, B418/2001, B421/2001, B431/2001, B436/2001, B444/2001, B451/2001] 2.   The services/activities performed by teachers outside of the regularly scheduled day which will continue to be performed are:       (a)            lesson preparation;       (b)            planning;       (c)            assessment, evaluation and marking; and       (d)            teacher discipline/evaluation/investigation meeting. 3.   The following existing assignments will continue as normal during this phase of the job action (except as limited by Phase 1): (a)       Existing scheduled courses, including Semester 2, which are part of a teachers' regular FTE instruction assignment which are scheduled outside the regular timetable; (b)       Regular scheduled instruction in storefront, alternative programs, learning centres, and adult education programs will continue to operate in their existing instructional hours.  Any programs that either party believes are similar will be discussed locally to determine whether they should be included.  Any additions must be approved by BCPSEA and BCTF.  If there is no agreement, the matter may be referred to the Board for adjudication; (c)        Non-enrolling teachers and associated professionals will continue with their existing assignments as and when they are currently performed; (d)       All aspects of the TREK and EARTHQUEST Programs will continue as normal and as currently provided both within and outside the instructional day.  Any programs that either party believes are similar will be discussed locally to determine whether they should be included.  Any additions must be approved by BCPSEA and BCTF.  If there is no agreement, the matter may be referred to the Board for adjudication;   (e)       Existing activities within an existing assignment for which an allowance or compensatory time is provided by the employer will continue as normal; (f)         Visits by work experience co-ordinators (teachers) to worksites will continue as normally and currently provided; (g)       Career Preparation Programs, including the work experience component, which are part of a teacher's existing assignment, will continue as normal. (h)        Activities or field trips that are a required component of a curriculum for which marks are provided or credit is given will continue.  Activities or field trips that are optional in nature (i.e. not a required component of a curriculum) will only occur during the instructional day, but will include any necessary lunchbreak supervision of students. 4.   The terms are without prejudice to the position to be taken by either party at Phase 2 adjudication. 5.   BCTF agrees that the employers may continue the activities, for which teachers are withdrawing services for this Phase of the job action, with volunteers or others to replace the striking teachers without any contravention of Section 68 of the Labour Relations Code. 6.            Teachers will be available in the event of any emergency or disaster situation.  In the event of a dispute between BCPSEA and BCTF as to whether an emergency or disaster situation exists, the teachers will perform the work in question. 7.   If there is a dispute arising from this decision, the dispute shall be immediately referred to Step 3 of the grievance procedure as set out in the Collective Agreement.  If the dispute is not resolved within 48 hours, either party may refer the matter to the Board.  The Board will conduct a hearing, by conference call if necessary, and issue a decision within 48 hours of referral to the Board. 8.   These terms may be varied by agreement of the parties or revised by successful application to the Board by BCPSEA or BCTF. 9.            Except as modified by these terms, current Collective Agreement provisions will continue to apply. 10.With the exception of the strike action undertaken in this Phase and Phase 1, teachers will continue to perform their normal duties. About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/contacts.cfm?page=presidents&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true,BCTF Contacts Home E-mail Lists Links A to Z Index Contact Us Help SITE SEARCH Quick Links BCTF formsBCTF NewsFrançaisLabour linksPensionsTeacher NewsmagazineTeaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Contact Us > Local Presidents Local Presidents and Contact Information Sorted by local number. Click here for sort by local name. *Sublocal       O: Office   OF: Office Fax 1 Fernie District Teachers' Association Christina Smith Box 10 Fernie, BC  V0B 1M0 O: 250-423-3333 OF: 250-423-6134 lp01@bctf.ca 2 Cranbrook District Teachers' Association Shelley Balfour 304-105 9th Avenue South Cranbrook, BC  V1C 2M1 O: 250-489-3717 OF: 250-489-3727 lp02@bctf.ca 3 Kimberley Teachers' Association Sally Struthers 201-144 Deer Park Avenue Kimberley, BC  V1A 2J4 O: 250-432-9729 OF: N/A lp03@bctf.ca 4 Windermere Teachers' Association Doug Murray Box 478 Invermere, BC  V0A 1K0 O: 250-341-5158 OF: N/A lp04@bctf.ca 7 Nelson District Teachers' Association Paul Boscariol PO Box 1012 Nelson, BC  V1L 6A5 O: 250-354-4142 OF: 250-354-1558 lp07@bctf.ca 10 Arrow Lakes Teachers' Association Ric Bardati Box 422 New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0 O: 250-265-7062 OF: N/A lp10@bctf.ca 17 Princeton District Teachers' Union Robert Tarswell Box 1019 Princeton, BC  V0X 1W0 O: 250-295-6684 OF: 250-295-6684 lp17@bctf.ca 18 Golden Teachers' Association Mike Archibald Box 430 Golden, BC  V0A 1H0 O: 250-344-5885 OF: 250-344-5890 lp18@bctf.ca 19 Revelstoke Teachers' Association Jennifer Wolney Box 72 Revelstoke, BC  V0E 2S0 O: 250-837-2255 OF: 250-837-2255 lp19@bctf.ca 20 Kootenay Columbia Teachers' Union Andy Davidoff 1657 Hwy 3A Castlegar, BC  V1N 4N5 O: 250-364-1740 OF: 250-364-1750 lp20@bctf.ca 22 Vernon Teachers' Association Heather Malcolm 4004 31st Street Vernon, BC  V1T 5J6 O: 250-542-0456 OF: 250-542-0564 lp22@bctf.ca 23 Central Okanagan Teachers' Association Susan Bauhart 210-1751 Harvey Avenue Kelowna, BC  V1Y 6G4 O: 250-860-3866 OF: 250-862-3024 lp23@bctf.ca 27 Cariboo-Chilcotin Teachers' Association Murray Helmer 124D North 2nd Avenue Williams Lake, BC  V2G 1Z6 O: 250-398-7221 OF: 250-398-5913 lp27@bctf.ca 28 Quesnel District Teachers' Association Lisa Kishkan Box 4643 Quesnel, BC  V2J 3J8 O: 250-992-3737 OF: 250-992-3638 lp28@bctf.ca 31 Nicola Valley Teachers' Union Peter Vogt Box 849 Merritt, BC  V1K 1B8 O: 250-378-5060 OF: 250-378-5060 lp31@bctf.ca 33 Chilliwack Teachers' Association Clint Johnston 203-45970 Airport Road Chilliwack, BC  V2P 1A2 O: 604-792-9233 OF: 604-792-9389 lp33@bctf.ca 34 Abbotsford District Teachers' Association Doug Smuland 2570 Cyril Street Abbotsford, BC  V2S 2G2 O: 604-854-1946 OF: 604-850-5100 lp34@bctf.ca 35 Langley Teachers' Association Gail Chaddock Costello 100-5786 Glover Road Langley, BC  V3A 4H9 O: 604-533-1618 OF: 604-533-1400 lp35@bctf.ca 36 Surrey Teachers' Association Jennifer Wadge 201-9030 King George Boulevard Surrey, BC  V3V 7Y3 O: 604-594-5353 OF: 604-594-5176 lp36@bctf.ca 37 Delta Teachers' Association Paul Steer 110-4977 Trenant St Delta, BC  V4K 2K5 O: 604-946-0391 OF: 604-946-1629 lp37@bctf.ca 38 Richmond Teachers' Association Al Klassen 210-7360 Westminster Hwy Richmond, BC  V6X 1A1 O: 604-278-2539 OF: 604-278-4320 lp38@bctf.ca 392 Vancouver Secondary Teachers' Association Debbie Pawluk 2915 Commercial Drive Vancouver, BC  V5N 4C8 O: 604-873-5570 OF: 604-873-3916 lp392@bctf.ca 391 Vancouver Elementary School Teachers' Association Dan Graves 2915 Commercial Dr Vancouver, BC  V5N 4C8 O: 604-873-8378 OF: 604-873-2652 lp391@bctf.ca 40 New Westminster Teachers' Union Grant Osborne 607 Columbia St New Westminster, BC  V3M 1A7 O: 604-526-8990 OF: 604-526-8912 lp40@bctf.ca 41 Burnaby Teachers' Association Rae Figursky 115-3993 Henning Drive Burnaby, BC  V5C 6P7 O: 604 294-8141 OF: 604 294-9846 lp41@bctf.ca 42 Maple Ridge Teachers' Association George Serra 11771 Fraser Street Maple Ridge, BC  V2X 6C6 O: 604-467-2111 OF: 604-467-0815 lp42@bctf.ca 43 Coquitlam Teachers' Association Charley King 208-2502 St. Johns Street Port Moody, BC  V3H 2B4 O: 604-936-9971 OF: 604-936-7515 lp43@bctf.ca 44 North Vancouver Teachers' Association Carolyn Pena 100 - 133 West 17th Street North Vancouver, BC  V7M 1V5 O: 604 988-3224 OF: 604 980-8092 lp44@bctf.ca 45 West Vancouver Teachers' Association Rob Millard 4915 Marine Drive West Vancouver, BC  V7W 2P5 O: 604-926-1617 OF: 604-926-1119 lp45@bctf.ca 46 Sunshine Coast Teachers' Association Louise Herle Box 951 Sechelt, BC  V0N 3A0 O: 604-885-7944 OF: 604-885-9837 lp46@bctf.ca 47 Powell River District Teachers' Association Cathy Fisher 201-4400 Marine Avenue Powell River, BC  V8A 2K1 O: 604-485-5212 OF: 604-485-2882 lp47@bctf.ca 48 Sea to Sky Teachers' Association Carl Walker 104-40775 Tantalus Rd Squamish, BC  V8B 0N2 O: 604-892-3056 OF: 604-892-2296 lp48@bctf.ca 49 Central Coast Teachers' Association Marc Hedges Box 253 Hagensborg, BC  V0T 1H0 O: 250-982-2354 OF: 250-982-2354 lp49@bctf.ca 50 Haida Gwaii Teachers' Association Jennifer Jury c/o PO Box 325 Queen Charlotte City, BC  V0T 1S0 O: 250-637-1805 OF: N/A lp50@bctf.ca 51 Boundary District Teachers' Association Norm Sabourin Box 634, 1815D Central Ave Grand Forks, BC  V0H 1H0 O: 250-442-3330 OF: N/A lp51@bctf.ca 52 Prince Rupert District Teachers' Union Kathy Murphy c/o Fisherman's Hall, 869 Fraser Street Prince Rupert, BC  V8J 1R1 O: 250-627-1700 OF: 250-624-6784 lp52@bctf.ca 53 South Okanagan Similkameen Teachers' Union Sylvia Slater Box 1586 Oliver, BC  V0H 1T0 O: 250-498-2255 OF: N/A lp53@bctf.ca 54 Bulkley Valley Teachers' Union Ilona Weiss PO Box 2137, 3772 C 1st Ave Smithers, BC  V0J 2N0 O: 250-847-3127 OF: 250-847-3123 lp54@bctf.ca 55 Burns Lake District Teachers' Union Kathryn Warren Box 464 Burns Lake, BC  V0J 1E0 O: 250-692-7932 OF: 250-692-7597 lp55@bctf.ca 56 Nechako Teachers' Union Thomas Thalheimer Box 978 Vanderhoof, BC  V0J 3A0 O: 250-567-5040 OF: 250-567-5060 lp56@bctf.ca 571 Prince George District Teachers' Association Tina Cousins 101-1968 Queensway Prince George, BC  V2L 1M2 O: 250-562-7214 OF: 250-562-5743 lp571@bctf.ca 572 Mackenzie Teachers' Association* Shannon Pride Box 1836 Mackenzie, BC  V0J 2C0 O: 250-997-6340 OF: N/A lp572@bctf.ca 573 McBride-Valemount Teachers' Association* Jennifer L'Arrivee 2265 Red Tail Road Mcbride, BC  V0J 2E0 O: 250-569-2295 OF: N/A lp573@bctf.ca 591 Peace River South Teachers' Association Lorraine MacKay Box 145 Dawson Creek, BC  V1G 4G3 O: 250-782-1284 OF: 250-782-1280 lp591@bctf.ca 592 Chetwynd Teachers' Association* Leanne Robertson Box 2665 Chetwynd, BC  V0C 1J0 O: 250-788-2267 OF: 250-788-9729 lp592@bctf.ca 593 Tumbler Ridge Teachers' Association* Karen Edwards 127 Gwillim Crescent, Box 1003 Tumbler Ridge, BC  V0C 2W0 O: 250-242-5281 OF: 250-242-5785 lp593@bctf.ca 60 Peace River North Teachers' Association Michele Wiebe Box 6057 Fort St John, BC  V1J 4H6 O: 250-785-8881 OF: 250-785-8881 lp60@bctf.ca 61 Greater Victoria Teachers' Association Bénula Larsen 965 Alston Street Victoria, BC  V9A 3S5 O: 250-595-0181 OF: 250-595-0189 lp61@bctf.ca 62 Sooke Teachers' Association Ian Johnson 201-716 Goldstream Avenue Victoria, BC  V9B 2X3 O: 250-474-3181 OF: 250-474-5555 lp62@bctf.ca 63 Saanich Teachers' Association Mark Skanks 6843 Central Saanich Road Saanichton, BC  V8Z 5V4 O: 778-426-1426 OF: 778-426-0716 lp63@bctf.ca 64 Gulf Islands Teachers' Association Deborah Nostdal Box 537 Salt Spring Island, BC  V8K 2W2 O: 250-537-4990 OF: 250-537-4990 lp64@bctf.ca 65 Cowichan District Teachers' Association Naomi Nilsson 201-394 Duncan Street Duncan, BC  V9L 3W4 O: 250-748-2251 OF: 250-748-5243 lp65@bctf.ca 66 Lake Cowichan Teachers' Association Chris Rolls 5610 West Riverbottom Rd Duncan, BC  V9L 6H9 O: 250-748-0011 OF: N/A lp66@bctf.ca 67 Okanagan Skaha Teachers' Union Leslea Woodward 697 Martin Street Penticton, BC  V2A 5L5 O: 250-492-4915 OF: 250-492-5540 lp67@bctf.ca 68 Nanaimo District Teachers' Association Mike Ball 3137 Barons Road Nanaimo, BC  V9T 5W5 O: 250-756-1237 OF: 250-756-0188 lp68@bctf.ca 69 Mount Arrowsmith Teachers' Association Debbie Morran Box 1286 Parksville, BC  V9P 2H3 O: 250-248-3496 OF: 250-248-3440 lp69@bctf.ca 701 Alberni District Teachers' Union Ken Zydyk 4913 Argyle Street Port Alberni, BC  V9Y 1V6 O: 250-724-5021 OF: 250-724-0442 lp701@bctf.ca 71 Comox District Teachers' Association Nick Moore 491 4th Street Ste. C Courtenay, BC  V9N 1G9 O: 250-338-1461 OF: 250-338-1657 lp71@bctf.ca 72 Campbell River District Teachers' Association Dave Harper 202-871 Island Hwy Campbell River, BC  V9W 2C2 O: 250-286-1663 OF: 250-286-1679 lp72@bctf.ca 73 Kamloops Thompson Teachers' Association David Komljenovic 202/204-1157 12th Street Kamloops, BC  V2B 7L2 O: 250-554-1223 OF: 250-554-1311 lp73@bctf.ca 74 Gold Trail Teachers' Association Cameron Rittinger Box 1437 Ashcroft, BC  V0K 1A0 O: 250-453-2696 OF: 250-453-2696 lp74@bctf.ca 75 Mission Teachers' Union Mark Bradshaw 100-33344 2nd Ave Mission, BC  V2V 1K3 O: 604-826-0112 OF: 604-826-3435 lp75@bctf.ca 78 Fraser-Cascade Teachers' Association Lynne Marvell Unit E, Box 1238 Hope, BC  V0X 1L0 O: 604-869-9383 OF: 604-869-3236 lp78@bctf.ca 80 Kitimat District Teachers' Association Kim Meyer 233 Enterprise Avenue Kitimat, BC  V8C 2C8 O: 250-632-3109 OF: 250-632-3108 lp80@bctf.ca 81 Fort Nelson District Teachers' Association Greg Gerwing Box 2031 Fort Nelson, BC  V0C 1R0 O: 250-775-1824 OF: N/A lp81@bctf.ca 83 North Okanagan-Shuswap Teachers' Association Brenda O'Dell Box 187 Salmon Arm, BC  V1E 4N3 O: 250-832-1933 OF: 250-832-4592 lp83@bctf.ca 84 Vancouver Island West Teachers' Union Ryan Meise PO Box 137 Gold River, BC  V0P 1G0 O: 250-283-9081 OF: N/A lp84@bctf.ca 85 Vancouver Island North Teachers' Association Shawn Gough Box 5151, 6855 Market St Port Hardy, BC  V0N 2P0 O: 250-949-8888 OF: 250-949-8882 lp85@bctf.ca 862 Kootenay Lake Teachers' Association* Cam Zuk Box 671 Kaslo, BC  V0G 1M0 O: 250-353-2227 OF: N/A lp862@bctf.ca 861 Creston Valley Teachers' Association Becky Blair 1001 Railway Boulevard Creston, BC  V0B 1G3 O: 250-428-7006 OF: 250-428-8602 lp861@bctf.ca 87 Stikine Teachers' Association Asa Berg c/o Asa Berg, Box 469 Atlin, BC  V0W 1A0 O: 250-651-7820 OF: 250-651-7820 lp87@bctf.ca 881 Terrace District Teachers' Union Cathy Lambright 4733 Park Avenue Terrace, BC  V8G 1W2 O: 250-635-4659 OF: N/A lp881@bctf.ca 882 Upper Skeena Teachers* Joslyn Bagg Box 562 New Hazelton, BC  V0J 2Y0 O: 250-842-6613 OF: N/A lp882@bctf.ca 92 Nisga'a Teachers' Union Richard Hotson Box 226 New Aiyansh, BC  V0J 1A0 O: 250-633-2571 OF: 250-633-2574 lp92@bctf.ca 93 SEPF Sylvie Liechtele 100-550 West 6th Avenue Vancouver, BC  V5Z 4P2 O: 604-871-1866 OF: N/A lp93@bctf.ca About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy Close Window Print Page   Local Presidents and Contact Information Sorted by local number. Click here for sort by local name. *Sublocal       O: Office   OF: Office Fax 1 Fernie District Teachers' Association Christina Smith Box 10 Fernie, BC  V0B 1M0 O: 250-423-3333 OF: 250-423-6134 lp01@bctf.ca 2 Cranbrook District Teachers' Association Shelley Balfour 304-105 9th Avenue South Cranbrook, BC  V1C 2M1 O: 250-489-3717 OF: 250-489-3727 lp02@bctf.ca 3 Kimberley Teachers' Association Sally Struthers 201-144 Deer Park Avenue Kimberley, BC  V1A 2J4 O: 250-432-9729 OF: N/A lp03@bctf.ca 4 Windermere Teachers' Association Doug Murray Box 478 Invermere, BC  V0A 1K0 O: 250-341-5158 OF: N/A lp04@bctf.ca 7 Nelson District Teachers' Association Paul Boscariol PO Box 1012 Nelson, BC  V1L 6A5 O: 250-354-4142 OF: 250-354-1558 lp07@bctf.ca 10 Arrow Lakes Teachers' Association Ric Bardati Box 422 New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0 O: 250-265-7062 OF: N/A lp10@bctf.ca 17 Princeton District Teachers' Union Robert Tarswell Box 1019 Princeton, BC  V0X 1W0 O: 250-295-6684 OF: 250-295-6684 lp17@bctf.ca 18 Golden Teachers' Association Mike Archibald Box 430 Golden, BC  V0A 1H0 O: 250-344-5885 OF: 250-344-5890 lp18@bctf.ca 19 Revelstoke Teachers' Association Jennifer Wolney Box 72 Revelstoke, BC  V0E 2S0 O: 250-837-2255 OF: 250-837-2255 lp19@bctf.ca 20 Kootenay Columbia Teachers' Union Andy Davidoff 1657 Hwy 3A Castlegar, BC  V1N 4N5 O: 250-364-1740 OF: 250-364-1750 lp20@bctf.ca 22 Vernon Teachers' Association Heather Malcolm 4004 31st Street Vernon, BC  V1T 5J6 O: 250-542-0456 OF: 250-542-0564 lp22@bctf.ca 23 Central Okanagan Teachers' Association Susan Bauhart 210-1751 Harvey Avenue Kelowna, BC  V1Y 6G4 O: 250-860-3866 OF: 250-862-3024 lp23@bctf.ca 27 Cariboo-Chilcotin Teachers' Association Murray Helmer 124D North 2nd Avenue Williams Lake, BC  V2G 1Z6 O: 250-398-7221 OF: 250-398-5913 lp27@bctf.ca 28 Quesnel District Teachers' Association Lisa Kishkan Box 4643 Quesnel, BC  V2J 3J8 O: 250-992-3737 OF: 250-992-3638 lp28@bctf.ca 31 Nicola Valley Teachers' Union Peter Vogt Box 849 Merritt, BC  V1K 1B8 O: 250-378-5060 OF: 250-378-5060 lp31@bctf.ca 33 Chilliwack Teachers' Association Clint Johnston 203-45970 Airport Road Chilliwack, BC  V2P 1A2 O: 604-792-9233 OF: 604-792-9389 lp33@bctf.ca 34 Abbotsford District Teachers' Association Doug Smuland 2570 Cyril Street Abbotsford, BC  V2S 2G2 O: 604-854-1946 OF: 604-850-5100 lp34@bctf.ca 35 Langley Teachers' Association Gail Chaddock Costello 100-5786 Glover Road Langley, BC  V3A 4H9 O: 604-533-1618 OF: 604-533-1400 lp35@bctf.ca 36 Surrey Teachers' Association Jennifer Wadge 201-9030 King George Boulevard Surrey, BC  V3V 7Y3 O: 604-594-5353 OF: 604-594-5176 lp36@bctf.ca 37 Delta Teachers' Association Paul Steer 110-4977 Trenant St Delta, BC  V4K 2K5 O: 604-946-0391 OF: 604-946-1629 lp37@bctf.ca 38 Richmond Teachers' Association Al Klassen 210-7360 Westminster Hwy Richmond, BC  V6X 1A1 O: 604-278-2539 OF: 604-278-4320 lp38@bctf.ca 392 Vancouver Secondary Teachers' Association Debbie Pawluk 2915 Commercial Drive Vancouver, BC  V5N 4C8 O: 604-873-5570 OF: 604-873-3916 lp392@bctf.ca 391 Vancouver Elementary School Teachers' Association Dan Graves 2915 Commercial Dr Vancouver, BC  V5N 4C8 O: 604-873-8378 OF: 604-873-2652 lp391@bctf.ca 40 New Westminster Teachers' Union Grant Osborne 607 Columbia St New Westminster, BC  V3M 1A7 O: 604-526-8990 OF: 604-526-8912 lp40@bctf.ca 41 Burnaby Teachers' Association Rae Figursky 115-3993 Henning Drive Burnaby, BC  V5C 6P7 O: 604 294-8141 OF: 604 294-9846 lp41@bctf.ca 42 Maple Ridge Teachers' Association George Serra 11771 Fraser Street Maple Ridge, BC  V2X 6C6 O: 604-467-2111 OF: 604-467-0815 lp42@bctf.ca 43 Coquitlam Teachers' Association Charley King 208-2502 St. Johns Street Port Moody, BC  V3H 2B4 O: 604-936-9971 OF: 604-936-7515 lp43@bctf.ca 44 North Vancouver Teachers' Association Carolyn Pena 100 - 133 West 17th Street North Vancouver, BC  V7M 1V5 O: 604 988-3224 OF: 604 980-8092 lp44@bctf.ca 45 West Vancouver Teachers' Association Rob Millard 4915 Marine Drive West Vancouver, BC  V7W 2P5 O: 604-926-1617 OF: 604-926-1119 lp45@bctf.ca 46 Sunshine Coast Teachers' Association Louise Herle Box 951 Sechelt, BC  V0N 3A0 O: 604-885-7944 OF: 604-885-9837 lp46@bctf.ca 47 Powell River District Teachers' Association Cathy Fisher 201-4400 Marine Avenue Powell River, BC  V8A 2K1 O: 604-485-5212 OF: 604-485-2882 lp47@bctf.ca 48 Sea to Sky Teachers' Association Carl Walker 104-40775 Tantalus Rd Squamish, BC  V8B 0N2 O: 604-892-3056 OF: 604-892-2296 lp48@bctf.ca 49 Central Coast Teachers' Association Marc Hedges Box 253 Hagensborg, BC  V0T 1H0 O: 250-982-2354 OF: 250-982-2354 lp49@bctf.ca 50 Haida Gwaii Teachers' Association Jennifer Jury c/o PO Box 325 Queen Charlotte City, BC  V0T 1S0 O: 250-637-1805 OF: N/A lp50@bctf.ca 51 Boundary District Teachers' Association Norm Sabourin Box 634, 1815D Central Ave Grand Forks, BC  V0H 1H0 O: 250-442-3330 OF: N/A lp51@bctf.ca 52 Prince Rupert District Teachers' Union Kathy Murphy c/o Fisherman's Hall, 869 Fraser Street Prince Rupert, BC  V8J 1R1 O: 250-627-1700 OF: 250-624-6784 lp52@bctf.ca 53 South Okanagan Similkameen Teachers' Union Sylvia Slater Box 1586 Oliver, BC  V0H 1T0 O: 250-498-2255 OF: N/A lp53@bctf.ca 54 Bulkley Valley Teachers' Union Ilona Weiss PO Box 2137, 3772 C 1st Ave Smithers, BC  V0J 2N0 O: 250-847-3127 OF: 250-847-3123 lp54@bctf.ca 55 Burns Lake District Teachers' Union Kathryn Warren Box 464 Burns Lake, BC  V0J 1E0 O: 250-692-7932 OF: 250-692-7597 lp55@bctf.ca 56 Nechako Teachers' Union Thomas Thalheimer Box 978 Vanderhoof, BC  V0J 3A0 O: 250-567-5040 OF: 250-567-5060 lp56@bctf.ca 571 Prince George District Teachers' Association Tina Cousins 101-1968 Queensway Prince George, BC  V2L 1M2 O: 250-562-7214 OF: 250-562-5743 lp571@bctf.ca 572 Mackenzie Teachers' Association* Shannon Pride Box 1836 Mackenzie, BC  V0J 2C0 O: 250-997-6340 OF: N/A lp572@bctf.ca 573 McBride-Valemount Teachers' Association* Jennifer L'Arrivee 2265 Red Tail Road Mcbride, BC  V0J 2E0 O: 250-569-2295 OF: N/A lp573@bctf.ca 591 Peace River South Teachers' Association Lorraine MacKay Box 145 Dawson Creek, BC  V1G 4G3 O: 250-782-1284 OF: 250-782-1280 lp591@bctf.ca 592 Chetwynd Teachers' Association* Leanne Robertson Box 2665 Chetwynd, BC  V0C 1J0 O: 250-788-2267 OF: 250-788-9729 lp592@bctf.ca 593 Tumbler Ridge Teachers' Association* Karen Edwards 127 Gwillim Crescent, Box 1003 Tumbler Ridge, BC  V0C 2W0 O: 250-242-5281 OF: 250-242-5785 lp593@bctf.ca 60 Peace River North Teachers' Association Michele Wiebe Box 6057 Fort St John, BC  V1J 4H6 O: 250-785-8881 OF: 250-785-8881 lp60@bctf.ca 61 Greater Victoria Teachers' Association Bénula Larsen 965 Alston Street Victoria, BC  V9A 3S5 O: 250-595-0181 OF: 250-595-0189 lp61@bctf.ca 62 Sooke Teachers' Association Ian Johnson 201-716 Goldstream Avenue Victoria, BC  V9B 2X3 O: 250-474-3181 OF: 250-474-5555 lp62@bctf.ca 63 Saanich Teachers' Association Mark Skanks 6843 Central Saanich Road Saanichton, BC  V8Z 5V4 O: 778-426-1426 OF: 778-426-0716 lp63@bctf.ca 64 Gulf Islands Teachers' Association Deborah Nostdal Box 537 Salt Spring Island, BC  V8K 2W2 O: 250-537-4990 OF: 250-537-4990 lp64@bctf.ca 65 Cowichan District Teachers' Association Naomi Nilsson 201-394 Duncan Street Duncan, BC  V9L 3W4 O: 250-748-2251 OF: 250-748-5243 lp65@bctf.ca 66 Lake Cowichan Teachers' Association Chris Rolls 5610 West Riverbottom Rd Duncan, BC  V9L 6H9 O: 250-748-0011 OF: N/A lp66@bctf.ca 67 Okanagan Skaha Teachers' Union Leslea Woodward 697 Martin Street Penticton, BC  V2A 5L5 O: 250-492-4915 OF: 250-492-5540 lp67@bctf.ca 68 Nanaimo District Teachers' Association Mike Ball 3137 Barons Road Nanaimo, BC  V9T 5W5 O: 250-756-1237 OF: 250-756-0188 lp68@bctf.ca 69 Mount Arrowsmith Teachers' Association Debbie Morran Box 1286 Parksville, BC  V9P 2H3 O: 250-248-3496 OF: 250-248-3440 lp69@bctf.ca 701 Alberni District Teachers' Union Ken Zydyk 4913 Argyle Street Port Alberni, BC  V9Y 1V6 O: 250-724-5021 OF: 250-724-0442 lp701@bctf.ca 71 Comox District Teachers' Association Nick Moore 491 4th Street Ste. C Courtenay, BC  V9N 1G9 O: 250-338-1461 OF: 250-338-1657 lp71@bctf.ca 72 Campbell River District Teachers' Association Dave Harper 202-871 Island Hwy Campbell River, BC  V9W 2C2 O: 250-286-1663 OF: 250-286-1679 lp72@bctf.ca 73 Kamloops Thompson Teachers' Association David Komljenovic 202/204-1157 12th Street Kamloops, BC  V2B 7L2 O: 250-554-1223 OF: 250-554-1311 lp73@bctf.ca 74 Gold Trail Teachers' Association Cameron Rittinger Box 1437 Ashcroft, BC  V0K 1A0 O: 250-453-2696 OF: 250-453-2696 lp74@bctf.ca 75 Mission Teachers' Union Mark Bradshaw 100-33344 2nd Ave Mission, BC  V2V 1K3 O: 604-826-0112 OF: 604-826-3435 lp75@bctf.ca 78 Fraser-Cascade Teachers' Association Lynne Marvell Unit E, Box 1238 Hope, BC  V0X 1L0 O: 604-869-9383 OF: 604-869-3236 lp78@bctf.ca 80 Kitimat District Teachers' Association Kim Meyer 233 Enterprise Avenue Kitimat, BC  V8C 2C8 O: 250-632-3109 OF: 250-632-3108 lp80@bctf.ca 81 Fort Nelson District Teachers' Association Greg Gerwing Box 2031 Fort Nelson, BC  V0C 1R0 O: 250-775-1824 OF: N/A lp81@bctf.ca 83 North Okanagan-Shuswap Teachers' Association Brenda O'Dell Box 187 Salmon Arm, BC  V1E 4N3 O: 250-832-1933 OF: 250-832-4592 lp83@bctf.ca 84 Vancouver Island West Teachers' Union Ryan Meise PO Box 137 Gold River, BC  V0P 1G0 O: 250-283-9081 OF: N/A lp84@bctf.ca 85 Vancouver Island North Teachers' Association Shawn Gough Box 5151, 6855 Market St Port Hardy, BC  V0N 2P0 O: 250-949-8888 OF: 250-949-8882 lp85@bctf.ca 862 Kootenay Lake Teachers' Association* Cam Zuk Box 671 Kaslo, BC  V0G 1M0 O: 250-353-2227 OF: N/A lp862@bctf.ca 861 Creston Valley Teachers' Association Becky Blair 1001 Railway Boulevard Creston, BC  V0B 1G3 O: 250-428-7006 OF: 250-428-8602 lp861@bctf.ca 87 Stikine Teachers' Association Asa Berg c/o Asa Berg, Box 469 Atlin, BC  V0W 1A0 O: 250-651-7820 OF: 250-651-7820 lp87@bctf.ca 881 Terrace District Teachers' Union Cathy Lambright 4733 Park Avenue Terrace, BC  V8G 1W2 O: 250-635-4659 OF: N/A lp881@bctf.ca 882 Upper Skeena Teachers* Joslyn Bagg Box 562 New Hazelton, BC  V0J 2Y0 O: 250-842-6613 OF: N/A lp882@bctf.ca 92 Nisga'a Teachers' Union Richard Hotson Box 226 New Aiyansh, BC  V0J 1A0 O: 250-633-2571 OF: 250-633-2574 lp92@bctf.ca 93 SEPF Sylvie Liechtele 100-550 West 6th Avenue Vancouver, BC  V5Z 4P2 O: 604-871-1866 OF: N/A lp93@bctf.ca)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/health/OHandSManual.aspx?id=4354&printPage=true,BCTF > Occupational Health & Safety Manual  	BCTF Occupational Health and Safety Manual  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Health and Safety > Publications BCTF Occupational Health & Safety Manual Prepared by Mark Keelan, August 2008 If you have questions about the manual's content, please contact Mike Wisla. About the online OH&S Manual  Two versions of the manual are available: Main manual with links to individual support documents (forms, checklists, etc.) [2.8MB] Main manual including support documents as single file [4MB] – for users wanting to download the manual for use offline or those experiencing problems with linked support documents. The documents are in Adobe® Acrobat® Portable Document Format (PDF). A complete download of the file may take over five minutes depending on your connection speed, but the document pages will be delivered as they are downloaded. A table of contents has been included for quick navigation through the sections and Acrobat's Find feature (click the button) may also be useful to search for specific items. If you experience difficulties viewing the manual, please contact webmanager@bctf.ca.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media last tweet "" @ - 12:00am Follow @ last post "" facebook/ - Jan 1st Like Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "Eid Mubarak to all those celebrating in BC!" @bcliberals - 06:52pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140925,www.blogger.com,https://www.blogger.com/profile/12742365356939303431,Moved Permanently Moved Permanently The document has moved here.)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/psa/join.aspx,Provincial Specialist Association Online Membership  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > PSAs Provincial Specialist Association Online Membership To access PSA online membership, follow the appropriate option below.   for BCTF Members and PSA membership holders Including: BCTF members (FT/PT teachers, TTOCs; active or on leave) BCTF Associates who have paid the annual $100 fee Current PSA membership holders Access is via the BCTF Member Portal login.   Note: First time portal users will need to sign up from the login page. for Other Users Including: Students in a post-secondary program leading to BC teacher certification Retirees who retired from active BCTF membership Subscribers (independent school teachers, individuals who hold no form of BCTF membership, institutions, organizations) Choose User Type below to continue. -- select -- Student Retiree Subscriber If you have a general PSA membership question, please contact the PSA Co-ordinator. If you experience technical difficulties, please contact the webmanager. About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141007,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/bcedplan/status/427827172045508609?screen_name=bcedplan&screen_name=bcedplan&id=427827172045508609&id=427827172045508609,BC's Education Plan on Twitter: ".@sarasemkiw @jonathanvervaet these words are implicit in the docs + underpin the new direction. #bccurric" Twitter Search query Search Twitter Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Language: English Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Have an account? Sign in New to Twitter? Join Today » Sign In Phone, email or username Password Sign in Remember me Forgot password? Already using Twitter via text message? Jonathan Vervaet ‏ @jonathanvervaet Dec 10 A wordle of The "Rethinking Curriculum" section of #bccurric. Like literacy/assessment/ learning. #bclearns @bcedplan pic.twitter.com/HL2eS7Rskb View photo Hide photo Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Sara Semkiw ‏ @sarasemkiw Jan 24 @jonathanvervaet @bcedplan wish "deeper," "personal," "support," and "development" were larger; though the size of "students" is promising! Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Follow Following Unfollow Blocked Unblock Pending Cancel BC's Education Plan ‏ @bcedplan Jan 27 . @sarasemkiw @jonathanvervaet these words are implicit in the docs + underpin the new direction. #bccurric Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet 7:35 AM - 27 Jan 2014 Don’t miss any updates from BC's Education Plan © 2014 Twitter About Help Ads info Close Flag this media This has already been marked as containing sensitive content. Flag this as containing potentially illegal content. Submit Cancel Learn more about flagging media Dismiss Close Previous Next Close Go to a person's profile Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Close Retweet this to your followers? Cancel Retweet Close Are you sure you want to delete this Tweet? Cancel Delete Close Block Cancel Block Add a location to your Tweets When you tweet with a location, Twitter stores that location. You can switch location on/off before each Tweet and always have the option to delete your location history. Learn more Turn location on Not now Turn off location Close Profile summary Close Your lists Close Create a new list List name Description Under 100 characters, optional Privacy Public · Anyone can follow this list Private · Only you can access this list Save list Close Close Embed this Tweet Add this Tweet to your website by copying the code below. Learn more Hmm, there was a problem reaching the server. Try again? Include parent Tweet Include media Preview Close Sign up for Twitter Not on Twitter? Sign up, tune into the things you care about, and get updates as they happen. Have an account? Sign in » Close Two-way (sending and receiving) short codes: Country Code For customers of United States 40404 (any) Canada 21212 (any) United Kingdom 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM Haiti 40404 Digicel, Voila Ireland 51210 Vodafone, O2 India 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Indonesia 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » See SMS short codes for other countries Close Confirmation)
(20141007,www.huffingtonpost.ca,http://www.huffingtonpost.ca/news/alberta-business/topnav/loaded,�      m�1o�0�w~��.I����@�HI�������m�#(��@֎������K�u�?u%N�z���r>�|p��@��g�/� �g�2i�wJZB3ܱ#��݉k��5 =z���e&a�e�c���?�f2*mI�p�9��WT����e�o �4vl���r�1$.n���7͘:O)���.�!��4�T���ȭZ���V���)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/contacts.cfm?page=caps&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true,BCTF Contacts Home E-mail Lists Links A to Z Index Contact Us Help SITE SEARCH Quick Links BCTF formsBCTF NewsFrançaisLabour linksPensionsTeacher NewsmagazineTeaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Error Occurred While Processing Request The web site you are accessing has experienced an unexpected error. Please contact the website administrator. The following information is meant for the website developer for debugging purposes. Error Occurred While Processing Request Could not find the included template CFtemplates/caps.cfm. Note: If you wish to use an absolute template path (for example, template="/mypath/index.cfm") with CFINCLUDE, you must create a mapping for the path using the ColdFusion Administrator. Or, you can use per-application settings to specify mappings specific to this application by specifying a mappings struct to THIS.mappings in Application.cfc. Using relative paths (for example, template="index.cfm" or template="../index.cfm") does not require the creation of any special mappings. It is therefore recommended that you use relative paths with CFINCLUDE whenever possible.   Resources: Enable Robust Exception Information to provide greater detail about the source of errors. In the Administrator, click Debugging & Logging > Debug Output Settings, and select the Robust Exception Information option. Check the ColdFusion documentation to verify that you are using the correct syntax. Search the Knowledge Base to find a solution to your problem. Browser   Mozilla/5.0 (compatible; archive.org_bot; Archive-It; +http://archive-it.org/files/site-owners.html) Remote Address   207.241.226.112 Referrer   http://www.bctf.ca/contacts.cfm?page=caps&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true Date/Time   30-Sep-14 11:49 PM)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=10472&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 19, Number 4, January/February 2007 From Amazon to the Antarctic Recreation land management instructor Dan Catt, is taking a journey of sustainability through South America and Antarctica. Catt will take the next four months to promote sustainability on a global scale, and he will be communicating with interested students through the Internet. "You can watch a video, you can have a lecture, and you can read a book. But I want to make this as real as possible for as many people as possible," says Catt. Using the latest Internet technology, Catt will provide online experiences that make the trip as real as possible for students who track his adventure. Catt-Trax2, Antarctic to the Amazon, as this global enterprise is known, "will give students the chance to see the challenges of different areas of the world, and to share some sustainability issues. We hear the old saying, think globally and act locally, and that’s what I want to promote." There’s no curriculum and no homework. What there is, is the opportunity for secondary school and college students to follow Catt and his experiences through two very different continents. Catt’s web site, www.catt-trax2.bcit.ca, offers students the chance to explore endangered habitats, lets them talk shop with conservationists, and shows them the global connections that affect us all. Catt is using this experience to educate his own students, as well as potential future students. "My own students have helped research topics for the web site, so whoever wants to learn can participate. There will be a series of pages where experts are invited to write their personal thoughts on global connections and how, in BC and in Canada, we’re all connected to the outside world and southern continents." Catt says Catt-Trax2 is not just about science or ecology, "I want people to realize that when you think globally, there are so many different angles to it. We’re connected through the whole planet through the biosphere." One key element of the Internet experiences will be an essay contest for secondary students and prizes will include a $1,000 BCIT scholarship. This is not the first time Catt has launched such an ambitious venture. Five years ago there was Catt-Trax, Journey for Sustainability, which involved a lengthy trip through Africa. Catt says, "it worked out very well, even though the interactive tools on the Internet were very different than they are today. This time it’s going to be better, and we hope to be even more successful and connect with even more kids across the province." Catt doesn’t know how many students and teachers or supporters and friends will log on to come along for the ride, but he’s confident Catt-Trax2 will be big.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=29563,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > April 2013 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 25, Number 6, April 2013   BCTF proposals for provincial election platforms Improve equity and value diversity in education  Principle: A fundamental role of public education is to ensure that all children, regardless of ethnicity, gender, or special need, have the support they need to develop as individuals and as active citizens. Issues: Implement a poverty reduction plan that improves conditions for children and families. Ensure all children, regardless of ethnicity, gender, or special need, have the support they need, including policies, programs, and specialist professionals. Improve success of Aboriginal students by supporting Aboriginal educator employment equity programs in every school district; incorporating Aboriginal content and perspectives across the curriculum from K–12; and supporting and extending existing Aboriginal education programs. Implement a provincial strategy to ensure all school districts proactively address racism and homophobia in all schools; and, ensure that there are sufficient resources available to provide in-service and other supports for successful implementation of such a strategy. Reject privatization because it creates inequality and weakens public education (examples: bring your own device; credit from private school courses; school rankings). Support student learning by improving class size and class composition, and improved learning specialist teacher ratios and caseloads  Principle: The best educational outcomes for all of our children are achieved when they have access to the individual attention that engages and supports them. Issues:  Recognize the increasing diversity and challenges in our classrooms that requires smaller classes to meet the needs of all students, including those with special needs. Provide support to meet special needs through increased learning specialist support teachers and in-service opportunities. Define provincial minimum supports for students with special needs and target funding to ensure the resources are focused on these students. Provide learning assistance teachers for students who require limited additional support to be successful. Improve preparation time for all teachers to reflect the increased demands in our diverse classrooms. Provide information and communications technology and appropriate support, including teacher-librarians, to assist students develop information literacy. Increase investment in public education  Principle: Public education is an investment that ensures the current and future social, cultural, and economic health of the society and improved equity and success for students. Issues: Restore funding for K–12 education to at least the average percentage of the GDP spent on education in Canada as a whole. Adopt taxation policies that allow for an increased investment in public education and other public services. Respectfully engage with teachers through their organization on all curriculum, assessment, and other education policies  Principle: Maintaining and building on the success of an internationally-recognized public education system requires that government engage respectfully with the profession through their organization. Issues: Review and revise the “BC Education Plan” so that it provides clear education policies and is consistent with the goals of education as expressed in the Charter for Public Education and the Principles of Learning (learning requires the active participation of the student; people learn in a variety of ways and at different rates; learning is both an individual and a group process). Develop short- and long-term curriculum implementation plans for education change, including the “BC Education Plan”, and provide adequate resources, including funding, time, and provision for in-service. Engage the profession in decision-making through their organization—the BCTF—as the representative voice at provincial and local levels. Discontinue the Foundation Skills Assessment (FSA) and develop with the BCTF an authentic assessment system for student learning and school improvement. Consult with the BCTF in an examination of the Teacher Regulation Branch. Reconsider the development of a replacement, province-wide, centralized Student Information System.   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=25039&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 4, January/February 2012   Charitable drives in schools: Are we teaching equity or charity?  By Jennifer Fane    Here we are, back at school with the holiday season tucked neatly behind us. We hope that the holidays are as welcome and a happy time for our students and communities as they are for teachers, but sadly we know this is often not the case. Our province’s increasing child poverty rate is a vivid and painful reminder of BC’s continued cuts to social spending and our public safety net. This is not news to teachers, who know full well the reluctance of our government to fund programs most of us would consider essential in the first world country in which we live. As teachers who care about our students and communities we often engage our schools in charitable practices in part to help others, but also to teach our students empathy, caring, and that there are many in the world and in our own backyard who do not have enough. Food drives continue to be one of the most pervasive charitable drives in school. Year-after-year, school children are asked to bring in food to give to others in need. Success of the drive is often measured in the amount of food brought in, but unfortunately not in quality. Too often food drives are filled with expired items, unwanted or unusable items, or nutritionally poor foods. Even the most well-intentioned items such as Kraft Dinner, or boxed cereal, which may seem like easy and palatable options, are often inappropriate for families and individuals who rely on food banks due to the scarcity of fluid milk in many food-insecure households. The upsetting fact is that food banks are meant to be an emergency measure, but unfortunately they have become entrenched in Canadian society as our answer to those who do not have enough to eat. Unfortunately, charitable food programs are a Band-Aid solution to what is the great societal injustice of thousands of Canadians not having access to safe, affordable, and nutritious food. The reason these programs exist is because of people, like teachers, who care and want to help others in need. They are a response to a crisis, but these charitable measures do not address the root cause of hunger, which in our province, is intimately linked with an ever-increasing cost of living and further cuts to social programs. As we enter the New Year entrenched in job action, BC teachers are keenly aware of our government’s unwillingness to protect public programs. We stand together in our belief for funding for education, programs and support for our students, and fair treatment and respect for teachers. We are in a fight for justice, where government must be held accountable to support public education. We share this message with the public, including our students. It is important for our students to learn about taking a stand for what they believe in and becoming an advocate for change. With all the potentially negative impacts of job action on our students, the idea of justice and advocacy is a poignant lesson and teachable moment to seize with our pupils. Teachers know that public education is in a dangerous place, and that real change must come from our government to protect students and teachers. I look at my own school as an example of how the lack of funding is affecting us. Our inability to afford the very textbooks mandated by curriculum is a blatant example of how deplorable it is that $3 billion has vanished out of public education. Teachers want better, we want books, but more importantly we want change. We are in job action to demand this change and we rightly justify it to the public, but are we really looking at the big picture when it comes to our schools, students, and communities as a whole? Holding a food drive to alleviate hunger is akin to holding a book drive instead of demanding funding for textbooks. Charitable responses to social programs is at best a temporary solution and at worst the perpetuation of the idea that private citizens, not government, are responsible for protecting those who are most in need. While food drives can teach children about empathy and helping others, it also teaches them that it feels good to help others, even if the help is not what is needed. We can also teach children empathy and social justice by involving them in the issue and getting involved with organizations who are attempting to make grassroot changes to public policy and social spending in our province. The unfortunate truth is that as charity increases, so does our sense of justice and belief that our government could make real and lasting change for those most vulnerable. Finding meaningful and proactive ways to engage our students and communities in charitable action helps our students, society, and teachers. We are at a crossroads with public education, but we also stand at the same crossroads with public health and social programs. Justice and equity in policy for one, can work to translate into justice and equity in the others. BC teachers believe in justice, let’s now teach it to our students and give them a chance at creating equity instead of charity and demanding change.  Jennifer Fane, Lord Kelvin Elementary School, Vancouver  )
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=26864,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > April 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 6, April 2012   Looking back  By Chris Bocking   70 years ago Our Western civilization as it has unfolded during the last 2,500 years has maintained as one of its central ideals that of the man of broad understanding, of calm and steady vision and perspective. The man who, nourished by a “Liberal Education,” has learned to understand and cherish all that is best in our tradition. However, during the last 40 years or so, particularly on the North American continent, this grand tradition has very nearly died. The reasons for this were many, but chief amongst them was that shallow and unlovely conviction which took possession of us all, that whatever was of no assistance in earning a living or in attaining success was, strictly speaking, useless and unworthy of the attention of grown man. – April 1942, The BC Teacher  50 years ago In improving education, the teacher is all important. Efforts better to serve the aims of education should be centered around the teacher. (1) Educate and train him more rigorously. Require full degree standing of him before permitting him to influence children. It is incredible to me that people who would throw up their hands in horror at the thought of entrusting their car to a mechanic who is not fully trained will, with no qualms whatsoever, entrust their children to a youngster just out of high school with little or no training as a teacher. (2) Free him from clerical and other non-teaching trivia. (3) Free him from autocratic direction so that he may practise his profession in his own way. (4) Give him classes of manageable size. Give him time to prepare, to mark, to assess, to think, and to pursue his own further learning. The best educational aims in the world will never be realized unless they are fully appreciated by, accepted by, and implemented through, our teachers. – April 1962, The BC Teacher  30 years ago Although decision-making in the classroom can be a complex process, at its most simple level it revolves around the keeping, sharing, and giving of power. In this regard, most teachers could place themselves both philosophically and operationally on a continuum somewhere between democratic and authoritarian. Whether we choose to keep, share or give power, we all do so for good reasons. Yet, we must be constantly aware that our perceptions of our style are congruent with actual practice. We want always to be certain that what we intend is actually what occurs, for it is not which style we chose, but how well we use it and how honest we are in communicating our decision-making style that may make the difference between a happy, productive classroom and the other kind. – March/April 1982, The BC Teacher  10 years ago Why me? Your layoff notice is a direct result of Christy Clark’s opinion that larger class sizes are acceptable. It is also due to the Liberal government’s belief that services for students are not as important as tax cuts for the wealthy and the corporations. Your school trustees have agreed with those opinions, and now they don’t have enough money to exercise the flexibility they were asking for. The only choice they have is to lay off teachers. They should do it by seniority because that is the system least open to abuse. While your immediate agenda is going to be basic survival for you and your family, remember those who are responsible for your plight—school trustees and the provincial government. – April 2002, Teacher newsmagazine  Compiled by Chris Bocking, Keating Elementary School, Saanich   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140925,betterschoolsbc.ca,http://betterschoolsbc.ca/?popupbbii1,Homepage | Better Schools BC Skip to content Better Schools Futures on the Line Consequences of Cuts Building Blocks Shared Stories Enter Come inside to find out how to help make BC schools better.   Better Schools A message from Teachers Futures on the Line Consequences of Cuts Building Blocks to Better Schools Why I Teach My Favourite Teacher We can't leave kids waiting   Too many BC kids are coping with crowded classrooms, long waits for help, and outdated textbooks, computers and resources. That's just not good enough. We can't leave students waiting.   TV Ads Watch the Videos Classroom Investments Classroom Investments Waiting... for smaller classes Waiting... for smaller classes Waiting... for a teacher librarian Waiting... for a teacher librarian Waiting... for a counselor Waiting... for a counselor Waiting... for special needs support Waiting... for special needs support   “Sharing” – as seen during the 2013 Super Bowl “Sharing” – as seen during 2013 Super Bowl No team can do their best without the support they need – and that's as true in a school classroom as it is on the field. Let's make sure BC kids have the individual attention, support and resources that will help them succeed.   Futures on the Line We all know our children's future – and our province's prosperity – rely on a quality education today. But unless we reverse 12 years of provincial cuts and neglect, our schools can't deliver the education BC students deserve. Crowded classrooms: Government cuts have left BC with the highest number of students per educator in Canada. Just to reach the national average, we'd need to hire 6,600 more. Help for students with special needs: In just five years, the number of classrooms with four or more students with special needs has jumped by more than 3,000. But with 770 fewer special education teachers and 120 fewer counsellors, the wait for assessment and help keeps getting longer. Classroom resources: BC ranks dead last in Canada in investments per student. And we've lost nearly one in three teacher-librarians over the past decade. This is what the provincial government wants to lock in for the next 10 years. That's not good enough. We can't leave kids waiting. The numbers tell the story Did you know... Per-student funding in BC is almost $1,000 less than the national average? Or that BC would have to hire 6,600 more teachers today just to get to its student-to-teacher ratio to the national average? Find out more about BC education numbers — and the story they tell — by taking a 'scroll' through this carousel. BC now almost $1,000 below national average in per-student funding Our schools are getting worse for BC students... when our future depends on them getting better. Today in BC, per-student funding has fallen to almost $1,000 below the national average — the worst funding in Canada. Source: BCTF calculations with data from Statistics Canada (2013), Summary Elementary and Secondary School Indicators for Canada, the Provinces and Territories 2006/07 to 2010/11, Table 21 BC the only province to get rid of teachers While all other provinces are hiring teachers, over the past five years BC is the only province to see a net loss of teachers — as a result of chronic underfunding of public education. In all, over the past 12 years BC has lost 3,500 teachers, including 1,500 specialist teachers. Sources: BCTF Research table, with figures from the BC Ministry of Education (2002, 2012) Staff by Year and Program Code (unpublished Form 1530 data) BC has the highest student-to-teacher ratio in Canada BC's student-to-educator ratio has ballooned to become the highest in the country and, as this graph shows, well above the national average. That's what happens when you're the only province in Canada getting rid of teachers. In fact, to bring our student-to-teacher ratio down to the national average, BC would have to hire 6,600 more teachers today. Source: BCTF Research table For 2001/02 to 2007/08 figures, see Statistics Canada (2010), Summary Public School Indicators for Canada, the Provincies and Territories, 2001/02 to 2007/08—Table A.14 For 2006/07 to 2010/11 figures, see Statistics Canada (2013), Summary elementary and Secondary School Indicators for Canada, the Provinces and Territories, 2006/07 to 2010/11, Table 13 Classroom composition issues skyrocket The number of classes in BC with four or more students with special needs (those students entitled to an Individual Education Plan, or IEP) has increased dramatically over the past half-dozen years. Class composition issues make it harder for every student to get the one-on-one time they need. Source: Figures from BC Ministry of Education (various years). Overview of Class Size and Composition in BC Schools BC education funding not keeping pace with national growth This graph shows that, during the last decade, investments in BC's public schools fell from above Canada's GDP to well below it. Sources: Statistics Canada (2010): Summary of Public School Indicators for the Provinces & Territories, 2002/03 to 2008/09 Statistics Canada (2011): Summary of Public School Indicators for the Provinces & Territories, 2005/06 to 2009/10 Better Classrooms for BC Kids BC's teachers are working with parents, schools and the employer on solutions that build on our public schools' strengths and makes kids and classrooms the priority. And it's not too late for the provincial government will work with us too, instead of locking in 12 years of cuts and neglect for another decade. It all starts with restoring funding to education and investing more in kids and schools. That will give BC schools the resources to make real progress on three key priorities – and make a huge difference for students: Restore class size limits, so teachers can give every child more individual attention Provide more assessment and support for all students with special needs, so every child can succeed Place learning specialist teachers in every school, so all students can benefit from counselling, teacher-librarians and other learning supports Consequences of Cuts Kids pushed to a lower priority. How? 10 years ago, education made up 20% of the provincial budget. Today, it’s only 15%. Real cuts can be felt in the classroom: Funding has fallen as a share of the provincial economy. In fact, BC’s education funding fell behind the rest of Canada’s in 2002/03 — and we’ve lagged ever since. Neighbourhood schools closed doors: Nearly 200 schools have shut down. The result: more crowding in other schools and longer bus rides and distances for students to travel. Fewer teachers mean less individual attention: The rest of Canada is gaining teachers — while BC is losing them. Enrolment decreased in all provinces except Alberta between 2005-06 and 2009-10. Yet most provinces hired more educators. Overall the number of first-time educators increased by about 5% but decreased in BC by 2%. Kids with more needs but no extra resources: Demands on schools are increasing in several high-cost areas. For instance, not counting the gifted program, there were 1,560 more students in special education programs in 2011-12 than in 2001-02. It's harder for kids to learn: school districts are struggling to make up for funding shortfalls. There are fewer teachers, larger classes, shorter school weeks and more closure days. And budget cuts mean outdated textbooks and inadequate supplies.   Timeline: How did we get here? Apr 17, 1998 Jan 25, 2002 Sept 27, 2005 Oct 7, 2005 Sept 8, 2006 June 8, 2007 Apr 1, 2011 June 24, 2011 Feb 28, 2012 Mar 5, 2012 Apr 1, 2012 June 1, 2012 June 26, 2012 May 24, 2013 Apr 17, 1998 Teachers give up any salary increases for two years to negotiate smaller classes for all grades, more support for special needs kids and more learning specialist teachers in schools to help make schools better for BC kids. Jan 25, 2002 Gordon Campbell’s Liberal government, with Christy Clark as Minister of Education, illegally tears up teachers’ collective agreements.   Bills 27 and 28 eliminate protections on class size and composition, cut support for kids with special needs, and strip teachers of bargaining rights. This move slashes $336 million annually from public education…devastating cuts that continue to affect kids, teachers and schools. Sept 27, 2005 With no new agreement at the beginning of the school year, and the government refusing to negotiate, teachers vote to begin job action. Their primary bargaining issues become achieving more help for kids with special needs, preventing community schools from closing, negotiating for reinstated caps on class size and composition, and wages and benefits.      Oct 7, 2005 Despite looming fines, teachers vote 90.5% in favour of withdrawing services: to both stand up for their students and to protest the Liberal government’s introduction of Bill 12…legislation that circumvents open negotiations. The teachers’ protests last two weeks – as they continue to advocate for better schools. News stories each day mention waves of parent support as they walk picket lines alongside teachers and bring food to those on the line in solidarity. Sept 8, 2006 A new five-year agreement is reached. It gives teachers a very modest salary increase. Lowest paid districts receive slightly more.  June 8, 2007 The Supreme Court of Canada declares the BC Liberal government’s 2002 Bill 29 unconstitutional and affirms that workers’ rights to collectively bargain their working conditions are protected by the Charter of Rights and Freedoms.  Apr 1, 2011 BC Supreme Court rules 2002’s Bills 27 and 28 unconstitutional for removing teachers’ bargaining rights and stripping guarantees for class size and support for students with special needs. The government is given one year to remedy the injustice and reinstate bargaining rights. June 24, 2011 With the government refusing to negotiate on the key issues of class size and composition, 90% of teachers vote “yes” in a province-wide vote to begin job action and withdraw administrative work in September. Feb 28, 2012 The Liberal government introduces a new Bill 22, prohibiting teachers from bargaining on key issues like class size, composition and staff levels — and demands a two-year wage freeze. The government threatened to impose contract conditions and prevent further job action.   Mar 5, 2012 Teachers begin a legal three-day strike to protest the government’s refusal to negotiate class size and other key issues. By now, there are 12,000 overcrowded classrooms in BC (including those with four or more students designated with special needs) and students are waiting years for special needs assessments.  Apr 1, 2012 Bill 22 passes. Government imposes fines that threaten to cost the teachers more than $20 million a day for any additional striking. But the key issues teachers are standing up for remain unresolved. So, with few other choices, teachers make a difficult decision and vote in favour of suspending their volunteer work on all extracurricular activities.  June 1, 2012 BCTF files court action over the failure of government to address the BC Supreme Court's ruling that they restore bargaining rights on key issues like class size, composition and staffing levels. June 26, 2012 Teachers cooperate with government-imposed mediator and sign a contract; but, problems like class size, composition, guarantees of support for students with special needs, staffing levels for teacher-librarians, counsellors, and ESL teachers remain unsolved.  May 24, 2013 After weeks of solid progress by teachers and the employer toward a contract, the government derails the process. They order the employer to adopt the government's position of locking in the last 12 years of neglect and cuts for another decade. Building blocks Making schools better requires a solid foundation — and that’s exactly what these building blocks provide.  We invite you to explore our seven blocks — and print them, share them, pin them! And keep coming back for new tidbits and updates.  And we invite you to be part of the conversation for better schools on Twitter — follow us and share your thoughts. Class size and composition What's at stake – Infographic Solutions for kids #Follow this discussion (on Twitter) The Problem Since the Liberals came to power: 12,000 overcrowded classes 3,000 teaching positions chopped $3 billion less funding available for public schools Solutions for kids: Put classrooms first Reduce class sizes and improve support for kids with special needs — so every student gets the individual attention they need. What Others Are Saying A definitive study commissioned by the US Department of Education analyzed achievement levels of students in 2,561 schools across the nation. It found that, after controlling for student background, the only objective factor found to be correlated with higher student success was class size — not school size, not teacher qualifications, nor any other variable that the could be identified. Updates AFT releases brief on benefits of small class size Compelling evidence demonstrates that reducing class size, particularly for younger children, has a positive effect on student achievement overall and an especially significant impact on the education of disadvantaged children. The American Federation of Teachers (AFT) is a strong advocate for reducing class size to help raise student achievement, especially in high poverty, at-risk schools. Read more from the AFT brief Reducing class size: What do we know (Report from the Canadian Education Association) Smaller class sizes are an intuitively good idea. Both parents and teachers believe that smaller groups of students allow for more individual attention and result in higher achievement. In addition, teachers believe that smaller class sizes provide for more manageable classes and better relations with parents. After many studies of the impact of class size, and lively debate about their interpretation, a consensus has emerged that class size makes a small but useful improvement to achievement in the early grades. The impact is greater when accompanied by pedagogical change. Because of its widespread popularity, reducing class size is a relatively straightforward policy initiative; its implementation, however, is complex because it affects utilization of classrooms, recruitment and allocation of teachers, and grouping of students, and may require the creation of split or combined grades in the primary and junior divisions. Read more from the report by the Canadian Education Association Learning specialist teachers What's at stake – Infographic Solutions for kids #Follow this discussion (on Twitter) The Problem Over their 11 years in office, the BC Liberals have cut 1500 specialist teachers — including 750 special needs teachers alone. And this is happening when there are more children than ever requiring extra classroom attention. Solutions for kids: Place specialist teachers back in every school Make sure students can draw on the crucial skills of specialist teachers: teacher-librarians, special needs teachers, counsellors, ESL teachers and more.  Updates The Delivery Of Education Services For Students Who Have An Intellectual Disability On September 29, 1948 Mrs. Victoria B. Glover, a grandmother of an eight year old boy, wrote a letter to the editor of the Toronto Star challenging readers to contemplate the common practice of sending children with disabilities away to institutions to ‘learn’. She asked: ….If these children can be taught something at Orillia [Huronia Regional Center], why cannot a day school be put at their disposal? Did Mrs. Glover have any idea that the pebble she was throwing would not only start a ripple, but swell into an entire movement? Her question reached families and other like-minded allies across Ontario who would soon found what would one day be known as the Community Living Movement. By banding together, they found strength and courage with and from each other. Read the full report from Community Living Ontario   Reducing child poverty What's at stake – Infographic Solutions for kids #Follow this discussion (on Twitter) The Problem There are 137,000 BC children living in poverty. And yet the BC government is one of only three provinces who have yet to commit to a comprehensive poverty-reduction strategy. It's not hard to see the problem: when kids come to school without the basics of food, adequate clothing or housing, they're in no place to focus on learning. Solutions for kids: Reduce child poverty Tackle the single biggest obstacle many children face in getting a quality education today — create a plan and take action to reduce child poverty. After all, each child deserves the chance to an equal start in life. And in so doing, let's help kids break the cyle of poverty and make the most of their education later on.   Updates Canada can do more to protect its children from poverty, new UNICEF report A new report released by UNICEF comparing child poverty in 35 industrialized countries reveals Canada could be doing more to protect its children. “The face of poverty in Canada is a child’s face,” says UNICEF Canada’s Executive Director David Morley. “This is unacceptable. It is clearly time for Canada to make children a priority when planning budgets and spending our nation’s resources, even in tough economic times.” See more from UNICEF Canada Authentic student assessment What's at stake – Infographic Solutions for kids #Follow this discussion (on Twitter) The Problem Across BC, teachers, principals, and school-district staff spend ever increasing amounts of time on data collection to meet accountability requirements, teaching to the test to boost achievement scores, and explaining to parents of stressed 9-year-olds that the testing must proceed. This takes the focus away from the ongoing classroom assessment that actually helps students learn. Solutions for kids: Make student assessment authentic Use standardized tests only to identify system-wide issues, and let teachers tailor ongoing assessment to each student. Updates Standardized Testing Fails the Exam For the last four decades, students' scores on standardized tests have increasingly been regarded as the most meaningful evidence for evaluating U.S. schools. Most Americans, indeed, believe that students' standardized test performances are the only legitimate indicator of a school's instructional effectiveness. Yet, although test-based evaluations of schools seem to occur almost as often as fire drills, in most instances these evaluations are inaccurate. That's because the standardized tests employed are flat-out wrong. Read more of this article from W. James Popham, who began his career in education as a high school teacher in Oregon, and is professor emeritus at the University of California at Los Angeles's School of Education and Information Studies Investing more in education Solutions for kids #Follow this discussion (on Twitter) The Problem Since 2002, $3 billion has been cut from BC classrooms – and the Liberal government’s education budget freeze will mean $400 million more is cut over the next three years. Solutions for kids: Invest more in public education After years of school funding falling behind enrolment and rising costs, let’s start investing again — and making up lost ground. Updates 2012 BCTF Brief to the Select Standing Committee on Finance and Government Services Our students deserve better Students in British Columbia are being shortchanged in comparison to students elsewhere in Canada. The teachers of BC are urgently appealing to the Select Standing Committee on Finance and Government Services to recommend to government sufficient increases in education funding to reverse this situation and provide more educational services to BC students. We believe these services are vitally important to the students in school now and to the social and economic health of the province in the longer term. In this brief, we will identify how the situation in BC compares to other provinces, and why the government should, as a start, adopt a plan to bring BC’s education funding and services up to at the very least the average in Canada. BC is below the Canadian average in improvements to education funding. This is a situation that should not exist in a province endowed with such natural wealth and human potential. Our students deserve better. Read the full brief from 2012 Respect for all What's at stake – Infographic Solutions for kids #Follow this discussion (on Twitter) The Problem Because of social, economic and other reasons, too many BC students fall through the cracks and aren't able to take full advantage of the opportunity to learn — including aboriginal kids, at-risk youth, children in care, immigrant students and more. Solutions for kids: Respect diversity and equal opportunity It's time to make it a priority to address cultural and systemic barriers like inequality, bullying and discrimination that stand between too many children and their ability to reach their potential.   Updates Bullying in Canada: How intimidation affects learning In 2005, a group of researchers conducted a major international study that looked at more than 120,000 students from 28 countries. The study, which was published in The European Journal of Public Health, found that students who were bullied on a weekly basis are almost twice as likely to experience headaches, stomach aches, backaches or dizziness, as their non-bullied peers.  Furthermore, compared to non-bullied students, victims of bullying were 1.7 to 7.5 times more likely to experience psychological symptoms such as loneliness, nervousness, petulance as well as other symptoms related to depression such as difficulty sleeping, tiredness and helplessness. There is also growing international evidence that "low-level or underlying forms of violence have a profound effect on the learning environment of schools" and bullying has been documented as the most prevalent form of low-level violence in schools. Numerous studies have shown that bullied students often simply avoid school; between 6 and 8% of students stay away from school because of bullying, and victims of bullying are more likely to drop out of school. Bullied students also report difficulties in concentrating on their school work and obtain lower levels of academic achievement than their non-bullied peers. See the full study by The Canadian Council on Learning Collective bargaining rights Solutions for kids #Follow this discussion (on Twitter) The Problem Since 2002, the Liberal government has introduced 20 laws aimed at stripping negotiated contracts, circumventing free collective bargaining, and banning teachers from negotiating key education issues such as class size and composition. Solutions for kids: Restore teachers' rights to bargain for class size and composition Respect the Supreme Court of Canada decision, and let teachers bargain for better learning and working conditions.   Updates North Vancouver teacher running 22 marathons in 22 days to protest B.C. education bill Running 22 marathons in 22 days across B.C. is no easy feat, says North Vancouver teacher Ian Cunliffe, but every mile is worth it if he can bring more attention to Bill 22, the B.C. government’s Education Improvement Act. The bill’s name is misleading because it “slashes funding to the bone” rather than improving education, Cunliffe says, speaking to The Outlook by phone at a pit-stop on day two of his grueling 1,000-kilometre run. Steadily following Highway 3, he left Fernie that morning on his way to Jaffray, a village 47 kilometres east of Cranbrook. See the full story in the North Shore Outlook Diversity We want to celebrate diversity, promote antibullying and call on school boards to adopt specific antiracism and antihomophobia policies. For example, only 20 school districts in BC have specific antihomophobia policies that explicitly protect their staff and students. Teachers are also working to get Aboriginal employment equity agreements in place and more supports for children with special needs.   Share your stories. Get involved. People just like you are getting involved to make BC schools better.  Teachers are speaking up about their passion for teaching and how much they care about kids.  Lots of people are telling us how teachers have made a difference in their lives.  Take a look and submit your own video story (it’s really easy). Also on this page you can join in the discussions we’re having on Facebook and Twitter about how to make better schools for BC a reality. Why I teach   » More "Why I teach" My Favourite Teacher   » More "My Favourite Teacher" Join The Discussion 'like' BC teachers on facebook follow @bctf on twitter submit your own "My Favourite Teacher" or "Why I Teach" video download a wallpaper or profile picture Our Latest Tweets   Follow @BCTF     betterschoolsbc.ca © 2012 BC Teachers' Federation. All rights reserved. Top Are you seeing this? If you are not using a "low-level" device (such as a cell phone, PDA, screen reader, etc.) you may want to enable JavaScript in your web browser.)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media jthornthwaite last tweet "MLA @douglas_horne thanking @colemancountry for his work w/ housing for BC @LindaReimerMLA @bcliberals http://t.co/zR6bdVGcRI" @jthornthwaite - 02:03am Follow @jthornthwaite BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12116,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2001 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 13, Number 7, May/June 2001 Holocaust Education by Bruce Seney Textbooks in use in British Columbia’s Social Studies 11 and History 12 classes are not substantive enough for a thorough analysis of the ongoing issues of the Holocaust. Teachers and students wishing to engage in a case-study approach when analyzing the Holocaust can obtain supportive materials that will enhance their teaching and learning environments. Teachers can access lesson plans and resources from the newly developed and recently distributed B.C. Ministry of Education resource guide for Social Studies 11 teachers entitled Canada and the Holocaust. Also, teachers and students can arrange to participate in the current exhibit and workshop at the Vancouver Holocaust Education Centre, entitled Too Close to Home: Anti-Semitism and Nazism in Canada. The ministry resource has five lesson plans and six extension activities. Each section is supported by primary sources (including posters, government documents, diary excerpts, confidential letters, various newspaper clippings, petition statements, telegram excerpts, government memos, photographs, identity cards, and travel documents). Timelines, a glossary, an assessment tool, a bibliography, a list of web sites, a list of videos, and information about the Vancouver Holocaust Education Centre complete the package. The current exhibit at the Vancouver Holocaust Education Centre and its corresponding school program workshop are suitable for students in Grades 5-12, but they are ideal for students enrolled in Social Studies 11 or History 12. The exhibit draws attention to seldom remembered issues in Canadian history: the nativism, Fascism, and anti-Semitism that existed in Canada during the 1930s. Nativism is exposed through the analysis of the activities of the Ku Klux Klan, which first appeared in Alberta in 1923. Fascist leanings are assessed when examining the activities of the brown-shirted National Socialist Party of Canada, which was supported during the 1930s. Anti-Semitism is studied with numerous examples, such as Adrien Arcand’s National Social Christian party and the Toronto Swastika Clubs. References to racist policies enacted against Asians and Blacks also are highlighted. The static displays expose the attitudes held by political parties, clubs, and individual citizens of the time period and the subsequent policies of the government regarding immigration practices. These attitudes are revealed by analyzing statements of stereotyping, political cartoons, policies of exclusion held by many universities and professions, and the federal government’s immigration quotas. Students interact with the displays under the supervision and guidance of very helpful knowledgeable docents. As part of the tour of the exhibit, students may participate in an interactive workshop to decode anti-Semite and racist cartoons. The students may examine, critically assess, and discuss selected examples of Nazi propaganda cartoons, Canadian anti-Semitic cartoons of the 1930s, and racist cartoons directed at other ethnic and minority groups, including contemporary samples taken from web sites promoting hatred. Students gain experience in analyzing evidence and have time to engage in meaningful, substantive discussions with their peers about the dangerous consequences of nativism, racism, and anti-Semitism. By learning how to identify and critically assess racist statements and cartoons, students are better prepared to be active and responsible citizens. In addition, a classroom resource kit featuring the primary documents, photographs, and cartoons from the exhibit will be available from the Holocaust Centre in the fall of 2001. Bruce Seney teaches at R.A. McMath Secondary School, Richmond. For information regarding the Vancouver Holocaust Education Centre and its current exhibit, Too Close to Home: Antisemitism and Nazism in Canada or the resource kit, please contact Frieda Miller, education co-ordinator, Vancouver Holocaust Education Centre 50-950 West 41st Avenue, Vancouver, BC V5Z 2N7, Ph: 604-264-0499, F: 604-264-0497. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/01/should-bc-teachers-get-salary-increase.html?showComment0751326214269371,Staffroom Confidential: Should BC teachers get a salary increase? Myths & Realities Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Saturday, January 7, 2012 Should BC teachers get a salary increase? Myths & Realities NOTE: There is an updated version of this post for those of you reading it in 2014! BC teachers are in contract negotiations asking for a fair deal. What do we mean by fair exactly? Teachers would like improvements in three areas: class size/composition, salary and benefits, and changes to the bargaining structure. As far as class size, we want only what was taken in 2002. We want the government to go back to the class sizes in place at that time and restore the funding so Boards can achieve this. For bargaining, we want to negotiate more items locally with our elected Boards. This facilitates diversity, community involvement, and local programs and solutions. It is not a cost item and is how teachers used to negotiate in the 1990's - very successfully. For salary and benefits, teachers want to "keep up" and "catch up". What do we mean by that? We want to keep up with inflation, and we want to catch up with Canadians in other provinces. Teachers in BC now rank 8th in salaries across Canada, despite the fact that our cost of living is one of the highest and that BC weathered the recession better than most other provinces. BC has been out of recession since 2010 and is forecasting moderate growth for the next year. Unfortunately, the government's position has and continues to be 'net zero'. The government claims that taxpayers cannot afford increases to public sector wages and that wages must remain flat because the government is running a deficit. Do these arguments make sense? Are they justified? Or should teachers receive a wage increase? Here are my answers to these questions. Myth #1: Teachers should not get a wage increase because of the government deficit Reality #1: There was no deficit when the Liberals took power in 2001. Through a series of income tax cuts and corporate tax cuts, the Liberals went from a surplus to a deficit. Yes, the recession of 2009 impacted government revenues. But not as much as tax cuts have. Moreover, the government has found plenty of money for spending when it feels the spending is a priority. There was money for the BC Place roof ($500 million). There was money for the Olympics (over $1 billion). There was money for smart meters ($900 million). There was money for new government network systems ($1.2 billion to Telus). There seems to be plenty of money for the CEO's of crown corporations like BC Ferries (David Hahn's pension value - over $10 million). The fact is that the government is using the deficit that it created as an excuse to take money away from public services and the people who provide them. The money is there. It is a matter of priorities. It is simply unfair to make one group of workers pay for a deficit created by tax cuts to other people and corporations. Private sector workers are seeing increases. Other public sector workers are seeing increases (for example, Vancouver police with 8.8% over 33 months). Why should one group be singled out? Moreover how is it fair to make middle income earners pay for tax cuts that disproportionately benefited the wealthy and corporations? It just isn't. Myth #2: The 'net zero' wage freeze is fair because it impacts all public sector workers Reality #2: Only those workers covered by the Public Sector Employer's Council are impacted, and that does not include all public sector workers. Fire fighters are not under 'net zero'. Police are not under 'net zero'. Even school Superintendents are not under 'net zero'. Nurses are not under 'net zero' because they negotiated in 2009, supposedly before the 'net zero' mandate was implemented, but certainly at the height of the recession. How is it fair that these workers can negotiate increases and other workers can't? Myth #3: BC teachers already have high salaries Reality #3: After five years of university training, BC teachers begin with a wage in the low $40's, if they are full time. Many teachers only get part time work for the first 3-5 years of their career. It takes ten years of full time work to reach the maximum salary, which is about $75,000 for most teachers. BC teachers rank 8th in Canada compared to teachers in other provinces. A teacher in BC earns on average $20,000 less than a comparably experienced teacher in Alberta and $15,000 less than one in Ontario. Yet BC has the highest cost of living and the highest housing prices in the country (http://www.theprovince.com/business/City+house+prices+continue+ascent/5943834/story.html). Myth #4: 'Net zero' isn't a pay cut, so it is fair Reality #4: In September, when the new school year began, year over year inflation was at 3.2% according to the Consumer Price Index. When teachers got their first paycheque of the year, they had 3.2% less buying power. This is what matters. This January, teachers, along with other workers, will see increases to their CPP payments, their EI premiums, and their MSP premiums. Many contracts have automatic cost of living increases, but ours does not. Without any increase, teachers will fall behind. Myth #5: Teachers are asking for too much Reality #5: Teachers want to keep up with inflation. Teachers want to catch up with their colleagues in other provinces. Teachers took four years of zero increases since 1998. Teachers traded salary for smaller class sizes and those class size provisions were later eliminated. It is perfectly reasonable to ask for cost of living increases and wage adjustments to catch up with our Canadian colleagues. Myth #6: Teachers are asking for $2 billion Reality #6: The true number is probably many times less. BCPSEA (the employer) made many erroneous assumptions in order to come up with a hyper-inflated costing number. For example, they assumed that every single teacher would take their full bereavement leave entitlement every single year. In fact, teachers often take bereavement leave once or twice a decade or once or twice in their whole career. They assumed every teacher would take extra sick days if they were available. In fact, we know from Statistics Canada that teachers take an average of 7.7 days per year which is already less than their entitlement, so increased entitlement would only be used by a small percentage of teachers who become very ill. The assumptions used by BCPSEA were unrealistic and result in highly inflated costing estimates. They are not justified and do not reflect the true cost of the proposals teachers have put forward. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 4:17 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 25 comments: AnonymousJanuary 8, 2012 at 10:00 AM Thank you for this post. I think it should be sent as "letter to the editor" to newspapers in major cities in BC to inform those who see government figures or reports and take it as truth without questioning it. Well done!ReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 8, 2012 at 1:11 PM Excellent summary of our situation. "Even school Superintendents are not under 'net zero"; SD59 Superintendant sent a letter to parents saying gross modo that we were (teachers) selfish and without social empathy toward public sector for not swallowing the "net zero" !ReplyDelete Donna in BurnabyJanuary 8, 2012 at 7:45 PM Thank you!ReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 8, 2012 at 9:09 PM Well I have come from Alberta and previous Ontario and Your teacher need to better then other provinces. You are way behind Alberta in education. My daughter in October of her grade one year knows more then mine son has in his second year at a BC school. You need to fix something in your school system because you are falling behind. In the 2 and half years my daughter has been in the BC school system she is at the same reading, writing and math. I know why people homeschool and put their kids in the private school system, the public is so broken it can't complete with the rest of Canada.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousJanuary 17, 2012 at 6:50 PM How can you tell if your children are at the same level when you cannot spell, use appropriate grammar or form a proper sentence????Delete AnonymousJanuary 26, 2012 at 8:21 PM Teachers cannot be held solely responsible for your child's lack of progress. It would appear as though you could benefit from some additional education. Where were you educated? I agree with Anonymous, learn to spell and form a proper sentence before giving your opinion on the state of education. Thanks for wasting even more of my prep time on your uneducated and ignorant point of view.Delete AnonymousFebruary 29, 2012 at 5:25 PM Wow - I think that the original author has a legitimate complaint. I have a graduate degree and I completely agree that the level of education my children have received in the public school system is deplorable. AND REALLY - if someone is illiterate or unable to formulate a sentence correctly on a blog post does that mean that his/her child does not deserve a proper education! GIVE ME A BREAK - and please refrain from making personal attacks on people who voice a contrary opinion. It only demonstrates your small mindedness.Delete Reply AnonymousJanuary 8, 2012 at 10:28 PM I think you mean: I came from Alberta and previously Ontario, and teachers in BC need to teach better than other provinces. You are much behind Alberta in terms of education. My daughter knew more in October of her grade one year than my son, who was in his second year enrolled at a BC school. You need to fix features of your school system, because you are falling behind. In the two and half years my daughter has been enrolled in the BC school system, she has remained at the same level of reading, writing and math. I now know why people homeschool their children and enroll their kids in the private school system. The public system is so broken that it can no longer complete with the rest of Canada. - A BC public school teacherReplyDelete Replies AnonymousJanuary 23, 2012 at 12:55 PM I think you mean "compete" not complete. And you're a teacher?Delete AnonymousJanuary 25, 2012 at 7:10 PM Wow. How petty. An entire paragraph is corrected with one spelling error in the final sentence and you decide to focus on it as being the "issue with teachers". What has our society come to? Signed a Fellow BC TeacherDelete AnonymousFebruary 11, 2012 at 7:19 PM I taught in Ontario before moving to BC to teach and I don't see a whole lot of difference. There are good and bad teachers in both places. In fact, BC has stricter education requirements, I had to go back to get a few more undergrad courses.Delete Reply AnonymousJanuary 9, 2012 at 7:24 AM I live in SD 59 and the letter the superintendent sent home did not say that teachers were "selfish or without social empathy." ~ParentReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 9, 2012 at 1:58 PM Quote: From superintendent SD#59: "...With regard to the strike, some of the confusing information parents are receiving sounds like the teacher's strike is about the size and composition of classes, or the resources that are available for students with special needs. That is not true. The issues around class size and resourcing have been separate and are "NOT" part of the bargaining. The full focus of the BCTF strike demands is about wages and benefits that are approaching a price tag of 3 billion dollars. That is a 75% increase, at a time in the economy that the Province has told all union the overall settlement of their bargaining cannot increase cost to the Province. Moreover, 3/4 of the public unions have settled contracts under those rules." These 2 paragraphs speak by themselves about how teachers are perceived by the superintendent.ReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 9, 2012 at 2:01 PM http://www.pssg.gov.bc.ca/psec/disclosure/disclosure10-11.htmReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 10, 2012 at 8:51 AM Please send this wonderful article to a newspaper so some of the nasty myths can be dispelled. Awesome job!ReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 25, 2012 at 4:52 PM A great letter... I agree that this should be sent to every newspaper in B.C. as well as made into an infomercial on t.v. Why wait for an election?ReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 26, 2012 at 4:23 PM Myth #7: Teachers are the only workers affected by "net zero". Reality #7: Over 16,000 members of HSA (Health Sciences Association of BC) have been crippled by the "net zero" policy. Wages for HSA members in BC are upwards of 8$ an hour less than other provinces in Canada. The last contract forced upon HSA members was highlighted by a 0% wage increase, and a loss of 1 vacation day per year. So no, teachers, you are NOT the only group of workers being forced to pay for corporate tax cuts. Were you there to support other public sector employees last year when they were trying to fight "net zero"? I didn't think so.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousJanuary 26, 2012 at 8:22 PM Agreed! I am in HSA, and sorry, but I can't support these demands by the teachers. Frustrating to me to see the 'it's not fair' comments. Sounds like children. Life isn't fair, we are a country and province in serious financial difficulty. Cuts need to be made. I absolutely support putting money into increasing numbers of teachers, and adding support teachers and SEAs . If I want to make more money, I could move to Alberta and earn $8-10 more an hour too, giving me a significant raise but I choose to live here. It's always greener on the other side, and everyone thinks they are the ones hard done by. I work 37.5 hours a week, but actually in my office 40-42 hours and I don't get overtime pay. I choose to do it because I love my job and want to do the best I can for my patients. I take classes and go to workshops to enhance my job, on my own time and I pay for it myself. I use my vacation days to attend work related conferences. HSA's contract is also set to expire and we already had 0% wage last contract. I'm not expecting any better this time around. That's life, it's not always fair. I just appreciate that I have a job that I love that pays a decent wage ( which is slightly less than a teachers wage). Maybe there are just a whole lot of teachers with very little personal job satisfaction.Delete KarenFebruary 17, 2012 at 10:15 AM Job satisfaction! Try keeping 30 students at the edge of their seats for 5 hours a day, daily!! Attend meetings(special needs, counseling-requested meetings, parent-requested meetings, department meetings, staff meetings, Health and safety meetings,etc.) mark, prepare, field phone calls, supervise, prepare report cards, participate in extra-curricular activities,answer student concerns after classes; type/prepare/photocopy learning /testing materials for students (no secretarial time for us!); mentor, clean our boards, put up our chairs, manage the learning materials in our classrooms (put away the books, clean the lab equip. fix the musical instruments, organize the gym equip., ensure safety in the woodworking/auto and metal shops etc.), put up display boards, order books/educational materials,take first aide training at our own expense, etc.) No one-to-one with down time, bells dictate our time usage (coffee break? designated lunch time? not always possible); daily emotional 'baggage' children/students bring to the classroom must be dealt with in a calm and supportive manner; AND, Administrative Officers that add to the intensity of our day. (Some are very supportive; others add to our stress by being judgmental, giving little support by keeping communication lines blurred, not making themselves available, not taking control and leading but hiding behind their desks, etc.) We earn our keep!! And, we can't go up the capitalist ladder - 'more students doesn't mean more money; it means more work!' No compensation for using our own books, driving students with our own cars (we must 'up' protection on our personal car insurance to protect them in case of an accident) We only rely on the good nature of our govt. and the public to support us. Where are you? If you think you can do the job better, for cheaper, 'step up to the plate'.Delete Reply Tara EhrckeJanuary 26, 2012 at 5:27 PM Hello Anonymous, I have always consistently opposed net zero for ANY public sector worker, not just teachers. I absolutely agree that no group or groups of public sector workers should be singled out unfairly. I also believe we should all be rejecting the wage freeze. With respect to support, teachers in my local put up picket signs when HEU was facing wage cuts and I absolutely agree we need to be supporting each other. Please see my blog posts on this subject, including HSA in particular, from last year: http://staffroomconfidential.blogspot.com/2011/02/in-labour-newswill-hsa-vote-no-campaign.html http://staffroomconfidential.blogspot.com/2011/03/why-bc-government-wage-freeze-is.html This article was reposted on an HSA member site here: http://our-union.org/2011/03/29/why-the-bc-government-wage-freeze-is-indefensible/ I also wrote about opposition to net zero from Vancouver Island University workers and Langara College workers: http://staffroomconfidential.blogspot.com/2011_03_01_archive.html http://staffroomconfidential.blogspot.com/2011/04/langara-versus-wage-freeze.htmlReplyDelete UnknownFebruary 2, 2012 at 8:21 PM Actually, the cost of the Olympics was closer to $7 billion, once you factor in the cost of the Canada Line, the Sea to Sky Highway, and the new Convention Centre. On a related note, the deficit in 2008, amortized over 3 years, stood at $3 billion.ReplyDelete AnonymousFebruary 12, 2012 at 10:43 AM I am a parent in SD#35 and I am so impressed with my children's school and with the hard work that most of the teachers and adminstrators put in at that school. They are still getting a quality education, even throughout job action.The teachers are commincating with my husband and I on their academic progress, and my daughter is on the Grade Six basketball team which practices after school and at noon hour 3 times a week! I support a wage increases for my children's teachers because I want them to be able to keep up with inflation and be paid what professionals make in other provinces. We need to pay our teachers and other public sector employees what they deserve, or els in the future, we will not attract good people into these professions or be able to keep them in our province. Isnt this what is happening in the nursing industry? The Lower mainland is one of the most expensive places to live and we have to face the fact that if we want an educated community, then we have to willing to pay for it. A concerned parentReplyDelete AnonymousFebruary 24, 2012 at 4:00 PM I am a parent in south Delta and I must say that I am impressed with the communication that we have been receiving from my son's teachers at Delta Secondary. I think that teachers should get a raise at least to the level of inflation, but with all due respect to teachers, I cannot see where or how you feel that you should receive large increases. You are I think quite fairly paid for your job and you do not have the very real pressure for measurable performance that so many in the private sector face. Having said that, those people in the private sector are not getting the types of raises you are asking for and many of them would be happy with just getting at or near the inflation rate this year. I think that if you want to be paid very well then you will need to get into the private sector where you will face much more performance pressure, you will have 3-4 weeks off per year, there will be no such thing as overtime pay if you are salaried and if you don't perform adquately or well, you will faced with possible termination. You will have no effective job security unless you perform. So I think you have it quite good, better than anyone I can think of in most respects, with the exception of pay, which as I said I think is quite fair. I say this with great respect for your profession.ReplyDelete AnonymousFebruary 25, 2012 at 10:37 AM I am a very excited Teacher Candidate that will finish my Bachelors of Education this year. I am interested in this profession because I love it! However, my student loans are over 30 grand and I do not own a car, or a house. I am repeatedly being told that there are few jobs out there and the ones that are out there pay significantly less than a retail job I held before my Bachelor's degrees (per hour). I keep my optimism up because I know I am going to be fantastic at this job but it is hard to look past the fact that I will not be able to afford a house, a car and raise children on my income any time soon. Thank-you current teachers for fighting for those of us who want to join your ranks!ReplyDelete AnonymousFebruary 28, 2012 at 8:10 AM Great article Tara. And a great big THANK YOU for all of your hard work!ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ▼  January (13) How to reduce income inequality BC Schools: A decade of choice, a decade of declin... What is fair and reasonable? Twitter tale - Consultation, Minister Abbott style... Alberta teachers in negotiations BCTF presents reduced set of proposals School boards discuss 'net zero' Will grouping by ability mean re-segregation? BC teachers describe workload issues at bargaining... BC public sector enters 2012 bargaining Superintendent of Greater Victoria received 10% wa... Should BC teachers get a salary increase? Myths & ... A year in review: waking the sleeping giant ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/insights_west/status/518181187832250368,Insights West on Twitter: "To celebrate the end of a great week the team is enjoying a glass of @SteveMossop's homemade Cherry wine! http://t.co/NUIJwW4Mk1" টুইটার অনুসন্ধান অনুসন্ধান টুইটার খুঁজুন সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ ভাষা : বাংলা. हिन्दी Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন টুইটার-এ নতুন ? আজই যোগদান করুন » সাইন ইন করুন ফোন, ইমেল বা ব্যবহারকারীর নাম পাসওয়ার্ড সাইন ইন আমাকে মনে রাখুন পাসওয়ার্ড ভুলে গেছেন? ইতিমধ্যে আপনি কি টেক্সট বার্তার মাধ্যমে টুইটার ব্যবহার করছেন? অনুসরণ অনুসরণ করা কর্মসমূহ:অনুসরণ না করা অবরুদ্ধ অবরোধ মুক্ত মুলতুবি বাতিল Insights West ‏ @insights_west ৩ অক্টোবর To celebrate the end of a great week the team is enjoying a glass of @SteveMossop's homemade Cherry wine! pic.twitter.com/NUIJwW4Mk1 প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট পুনঃটুইট ১ ৪:২৯ অপরাহ্ণ - ৩ অক্টোবর, ২০১৪ Insights West থেকে কোন আপডেট মিস্ করবেন না © 2014 টুইটার সম্বন্ধে সহায়তা বিজ্ঞপ্তি তথ্য বন্ধ মিডিয়াটিকে চিহ্নিত করুন এটি ইতিমধ্যে সংবেদনশীল কন্টেন্ট ধারণকারী হিসাবে চিহ্নিত হয়েছে। পতাকা তুলুন এটি সম্ভাব্যরূপে অবৈধ বিষয়বস্তুর ধারণকারী হিসেবে। সমর্পণ করা বাতিল মিডিয়াকে চিহ্নিত করা সম্পর্কে আরো জানুন খারিজ বন্ধ পূর্ববর্তী পরবর্তী বন্ধ একজন ব্যক্তির প্রোফাইলে যান সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ বন্ধ আপনার অনুসরণকারীদের এই পুনঃটুইটটি পাঠাবেন? বাতিল পুনঃটুইট বন্ধ আপনি কি নিশ্চিত যে এই টুইট মুছে দিতে চান? বাতিল মুছে ফেলুন বন্ধ রোধ করন বাতিল রোধ করন আপনার টুইটসমুহে একটি অবস্থান যুক্ত করুন যখন একটি অবস্থানের সঙ্গে আপনার টুইট করেন, টুইটার সেই অবস্থান সংরক্ষণ করে। প্রত্যেক টুইটের আগে আপনি আপনার অবস্থান চালু / বন্ধ করতে পারেন, এবং যে কোনও সময় আপনি আপনার অবস্থানের ইতিহাস মুছে ফেলতে পারেন। আরো জানুন অবস্থান চালু করুন এখন নয় স্থান বন্ধ করুন বন্ধ প্রোফাইল সারসংক্ষেপ বন্ধ আপনার তালিকাসমূহ বন্ধ একটি নতুন তালিকা তৈরি করুন নাম তালিকা বিবরণ 100 অক্ষরের কম, ঐচ্ছিক তালিকাসমূহ:গোপনীয়তা সাধারণ · যে কেউ এই তালিকা অনুসরণ করতে পারেন ব্যক্তিগত · শুধুমাত্র আপনিই এই তালিকায় প্রবেশ করতে পারবেন তালিকা সংরক্ষণ করুন বন্ধ বন্ধ এই টুইট স্থাপিত কর আপনার নীচের ওয়েবসাইটে কোডটি অনুলিপি দ্বারা এই টুইট যোগ করুন * আরও জানুন হুম, সার্ভারে পৌঁছনোর একটি সমস্যা ছিল। পরে আবার চেষ্টা করবেন? প্রকৃত টুইট অন্তর্ভুক্ত করুন অন্তর্ভুক্ত মিডিয়া প্রাকদর্শন বন্ধ টুইটারে নিবন্ধন করুন টুইটারে নেই? নিবন্ধন করুন, আপনির পছন্দের বিষয়গুলির সাথে যুক্ত হন, এবং তাদের বিষয়ে হালনাগাদ পান। একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন » বন্ধ দুটি উপায় (প্রেরণ এবং গ্রহণ) শর্ট কোড: দেশ কোড গ্রাহকদের জন্য মার্কিন যুক্তরাষ্ট্র 40404 (যে কোন) কানাডা 21212 (যে কোন) যুক্তরাজ্য 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM হাইতি 40404 Digicel, Voila আয়ারল্যান্ড 51210 Vodafone, O2 ভারত 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance ইন্দোনেশিয়া 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » অন্য দেশসমুহের এসএসএস সংক্ষিপ্ত কোড দেখুন বন্ধ নিশ্চিতকরণ)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "#FunFriday Fact: #BC has the highest small business employment in Canada. October is Small Business Month! Check out: http://t.co/20bcLmlvFP" @bcliberals - 03:55pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11502&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 19, Number 5, March 2007 On being well: Building community in the workplace by Julia Johnson In the world of business, with labour shortage and the demand for skilled workers in every sector throughout the province, the crucial question is how to attract and keep qualified employees. The December 2006 issue of the BC Business magazine attempts to address this concern with a feature on the best companies to work for in BC. Generally, the employers of these "best companies" demonstrated that they were as serious about people as they were about profit when they created workplace wellness programs, which resulted in contented workers who were loyal, motivated, and enthusiastic. The employees, however, found their worksite desirable because of the friendly working atmosphere and the positive way in which people related to each other at work. In the field of education, the issue of a healthy workplace is paramount particularly with the many layers of stress that confront teachers daily as they interact with a diverse student population. As a BCTF Pro-D associate responsible for facilitating wellness workshops in schools throughout the province, my observation is that teachers desire a workplace where a sense of community prevails. This becomes evident to all when stories are shared revealing behaviours that create a toxic workplace as expressed by one participant at a secondary school; "I just want someone to respond when I walk down the hall and say, Hi!" Each day we enter our workplace burdened not only by the demands of our teaching assignment (new curriculum, insufficient resources, accountability expectations, integration issues, coping with students with emotional and drug issues, etc.) but burdened also by the demands of our personal and family life. No one is exempt from these stressors. For many of us the workplace becomes a place to survive. "If I can just get through today, I will be all right!" "I’m fine as long as I can shut my door and just concentrate on teaching" are statements I have frequently heard. All of us want to do our work to the best of our ability and we want to be happy doing it; otherwise work becomes drudgery and stressful. The world of business acknowledges this in their belief that "a happy worker is a productive worker" and in the direction they take in implementing business practices, "Now more than ever, keeping staff happy is a crucial part of doing business." (p. 59) Not to implement strategies for community building in the workplace produces a toxic work environment that is easy to recognize—people are frequently absent, there is little or no school wide socializing, small or exclusive circles of friendships are prevalent, new staff members find it hard to fit in, there is an established seating pattern in the staff room at recess and lunch, change is met with resistance, laughter is scarce, little effort is made to connect with others during the day, and people work long hours in isolation. Today, the concept of building community in the workplace has its roots in the world of business, but historically community building occurred in the neighbourhood, community hall, and church. In our pluralistic, diverse, technologically advanced, and global society people no longer gather at these places for the purpose of community building. As a result, the opportunity to feel connected in a way that nurtures our sense of belonging is in short supply. Scott Peck in The Different Drum: Community Making and Peace defines community "as a group that has learned to transcend its individual differences." (p. 62) A school workplace abounds in individual differences, which can become fodder for conversations regarding our colleagues if not checked—conversations where judgments and criticisms are made and unfavourable opinions are expressed. Peck suggests, "...in genuine community there are no sides. It is not always easy but by the time [a group reaches] community the members have learned how to give up cliques and factions. They have learned how to listen to each other and how not to reject each other." (p. 71) When the workplace is where we spend 60% of our waking hours, we would be wise to create an atmosphere of workplace wellness that supports community building so we can all survive with a little more ease, grace, and workplace health. Julia Johnson, a retired learning resource teacher in Quesnel, is a BCTF PD wellness associate and a member of the Teacher Newsmagazine Advisory Board. livingjewels@shaw.ca (250-747-3650))
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/BCTFNews.aspx?id=23233,BCTF News, Vol. 9, No. 8, May 2011  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development BCTF News archive 2013–14  2012–13  2011–12     2010–11  2009–10    En français  Home > Publications > Newsletters and Alerts > BCTF News > 2010-11 Archives BCTF News Teachers Working Together for Quality Public Education   Volume 16 No. 8  May 2011 Table of Contents RA decisions  Bargaining update  Meeting with the minister  You could win an iPad  This changes everything! Essential reading for teachers  Better Schools for BC  RA decisions The provincial Representative Assembly has decided to plan for a strike vote to support local and provincial bargaining. If there is no substantial progress in bargaining, the vote will take place in each local between June 24 and June 28, 2011. Job action will commence at the beginning of the new school year in September. Our plan is to teach only, in fact to create a bit more space for more effective teaching by relieving teachers of the many bureaucratic tasks and duties that have become part of teaching, such as meetings called by management, supervision outside of regular hours, submission of attendance, communication with administrative officers, and mandated reporting and assessment. Teachers will continue to communicate with parents about student progress. Members and locals will be kept informed regarding the progress of bargaining. Keep updated at MyBCTF, our members-only portal-bctf.ca. Bargaining update All locals are now engaged in bargaining with their school boards. Our plan is that all items except salaries and benefits, paid leaves, and hours of work/preparation time will be negotiated at local tables. Local bargaining teams are intent on discussing issues and finding local solutions. As a result of the BC Supreme Court decision on Bills 27 and 28, locals have been advised to table language that is an improvement over the restored class size/class composition, caseloads, ratios, and hours of work language. Progress at the provincial and local tables has been disappointing. Many locals are encountering problems in getting employers to take bargaining seriously and are being stymied with unproductive "protocol" discussions, lack of employer availability, and stalling tactics designed to deflect attention from addressing issues of concern to teachers. Likewise, BCPSEA (British Columbia Public School Employers' Association) has bogged down negotiations of the redesignation of local and provincial matters, known as the "split of issues" with endless questions on the BCTF position and delays in tabling a counter-proposal of their own. Government has made clear that their objectives concentrate on strengthening management rights by: eliminating job security (strip seniority, layoff, and recall). controlling PD (tie professional development to ministry goals and reduce teacher autonomy). evaluating teachers annually and removing protections on discipline and dismissal. maintaining control (flexibility and financial efficiency) of class size/class composition. Recent remarks by Minister Abbott raise further questions about our right to engage in free collective bargaining. Abbott has raised the possibility on two occasions of legislating teachers back to work (and this before any substantive bargaining has taken place). Given these remarks and references to a clause in other union agreements that supposedly compels government to open those agreements should teachers break the "net zero" mandate, it seems apparent that the government is paying scant heed to the Supreme Court decision requiring government to abstain from interfering in collective bargaining. A government representative from the Ministry of Education continues to sit at the provincial table. Meeting with the minister A number of meetings have been held with the minister of education, primarily to discuss issues related the BC College of Teachers. The minister claims that the public needs to be reassured that teachers are keeping current and continually learning, that it's the teachers who need to be fixed, not the conditions in which they teach, and that in return for making investments in in-service, government must show progress and results. BCTF representatives made clear the distinction between in-service and professional development and that BC teachers would welcome more funding for both. They stated again that effective professional development is under the control of the professionals, embedded in practice, and flows from a personal inquiry into practice. As well, BCTF representatives reiterated that the BC College of Teachers does not have a role in either professional development or in-service, and that teachers need to be provided with adequate funding and release time for both. Discussion took place on discipline and standards, and the Federation expressed a willingness to discuss college discipline practices and asserted that the college standards, developed through a consultative process with all partner groups, were more than adequate. The BCTF expressed concern with the increase in the number of investigations being conducted into relatively trivial matters that should never have been sent to the college in the first place. You could win an iPad When you first sign on to MyBCTF, you will be automatically eligible to win an iPad. Nine iPads will be randomly drawn at sign-up milestones (2,000 members, 3,000, 4,000, 5,000, 7,000, 10,000, and 25,000). If you are signed up, you are eligible to win in all subsequent draws. The sooner you sign up, the more chances to win. Signing on is easy; just follow these steps: At bctf.ca, click on "BCTF Members Only" tab. At sign-in page, ("BCTF member portal") click "First time here? Sign up now." Enter BCTF member number (if known) or enter your name, school district number, and your school district employee number. Choose a password. Record/remember your BCTF member number and password! Navigate the site and update your personal information. (If there are problems signing on, contact the BCTF Membership Department at 604-871-2119 or toll free 1-800-663-9163, ext. 2119.) Forgot your password or login ID? Click on "Forgot your login?" or "Forgot your password?" This changes everything! Essential reading for teachers A letter to all members entitled "This changes everything," was distributed in early May. Members are urged to consider carefully the information provided on the BC Supreme Court decision on Bills 27 and 28, bctf.ca/BargainingAndContracts.aspx and how this impacts the future for learning and working conditions, and bargaining. The government has decided not to appeal the decision, and aside from the implications for bargaining, there is still the question of costs and remedy to be settled. For a start, parents should be demanding the return of the $255 million to schools for September 2011. Members can play a key part in maintaining pressure on the government by supporting local and BCTF bargaining campaigns for improvements for students and teachers. Better schools for BC This spring, the BCTF published a foundation document that articulates our vision and values for public education, as well as strategies for improvement. Our new publication, Better Schools for BC, examines the following building blocks for positive change: Class-size and composition guarantees A child poverty reduction plan Specialist teachers in every school Authentic student assessment Respect for diversity and equal opportunities for all Increased investment in public education Full-scope collective bargaining rights. To read the full document, go to: http://tinyurl.com/3lwou5r    Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "October is #FosterFamilyMonth. Thank you #BC for opening your homes and hearts to more than 5,900 children and youth." @John_Yap - 11:14pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=28568,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 25, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 2012   The newsmag online  The October 2012 edition of Teacher was published in an online digital format only. You can access it here: bctf.ca/TeacherNewsmagOct2012   The link to the October edition was sent to members via e-mail. If you are not on our e-mail list and would like to receive the newsmagazine in this format, please forward your e-mail address to newsmag@bctf.ca and let us know if you are a member—TTOC, on leave, or retired. This Nov./Dec. edition is in print and has been mailed to our usual mailing lists but the Jan./Feb. 2013 edition will again be in online digital format only. Readers write Congratulations! Very smart idea! – Vicki **** This is the way to go! – Bev **** I am glad to see you are now online. I prefer to receive newsletters online and save paper. Our board has recently gone to electronic meetings to save paper. Thank you. – Leightan **** I won't be reading it very much! I tried to click on the link below and Internet Explorer wouldn’t open it. Probably because my SD issue Dell laptop needs to be upgraded! – Fran **** Congratulations and best wishes. This is a big change and a great idea especially for the environment and cost as you mentioned, but I will miss reading your newsletter in print. – Sharon **** That's all very well but some of us cannot read long messages online. – Jean **** Thank you for my October edition of our newsmagazine. I always look forward to reading the articles (cover to cover) and staying informed. However, I just browsed through this edition, and found the print too small on my computer, even in expanded form. I am 55 years of age, and perhaps my “old-school” ways are an issue, but I sincerely detest receiving my news­magazine in this fashion. I appreciate your desire to save money and trees, but I will end up not reading our magazine at all, if this is the only format you will make available to us. I want to be able to have my own copy, share articles with my friends, and family, cut out posters, etc. As a BCTF member for 33 years, I know that my dues more than cover the cost of continuing to make this magazine available to me in hard copy. I am sure we have other members who feel the same way, so for the next number of years (until you have teachers who only want electronic copies) I suggest you continue to meet the needs of all your members, as we have paid for this service. Please mail me a hard copy of each edition as it is published. – Kim **** I do not know who to contact to say thank you for putting the Teacher magazine online and sending me a link. A currently non-practicing teacher, I was no longer receiving Teacher at home and I really enjoyed getting a chance to read it. – Brenda ****   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=22406,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 23, Number 5, March 2011   Wisdom of the children A unique art gallery in Peru By Janet Nicol  After working alongside colleagues on a project sponsored by the BC Teachers’ Federation in Peru last summer, I travelled to the world heritage site of Machu Picchu. Along the way, I found the Wisdom of the Children, known as Irq’i Yachay in the Quechuan language. This is the name given to a unique children’s art gallery in downtown Cusco, starting point for tourists heading to the famous mountain ruins. The gallery showcases art created by indigenous children living in isolated mountain communities. These primary-age students are taught by Laura Russell and a staff of about a dozen Peruvian teachers. A film documenting the methodology used and showing the children painting, is also part of the exhibit. “The children manifest cultural messages,” Russell, a professional art teacher and founder of the workshops, says in a telephone interview from her part-time residence in California. “They have their own way of seeing.” She says students’ paintings reflect the wide open spaces of the Andes, the symbolic condor, and their ancient mountain deity. “We discovered the cognitive abilities in children were unrecognized by educators,” Russell says. “For instance, these children have a strong sense of design, learned by observation.” The temporary exhibit I visited proves Russell’s point. Textile art designs filled the walls, painted in vibrant colors. Watching elders weave designs passed down through generations, children are able to express their observations with a paintbrush. Russell says her workshop team does not “teach” art. For example, lessons in perspective are not offered. Instead students learn how to use a paintbrush and to thicken or thin out the paint—and then, without further instruction, they start creating. The team of educators travel throughout the rugged Andes, recruiting volunteers to assist them in selected communities. While the culture of the Quechua people living around Cusco is still remarkably intact, Russell says the children are underserved by the nation’s education system. “We found there was a vacuum in the education system,” Russell says. “The school curriculum does not pertain to the children’s daily lives.” Russell was making a tourist pilgrimage along the Inca trail more than 20 years ago when she became interested in exploring the artistic potential of the local children. Her ideas turned into a project in 1991, and after building a team of trained teachers, the group set out to teach in 31 communities. The Cusco art gallery was started eight years later, with funding coming from Inter American Foundation. (Gallery website: www.aylluyupaychay.org) By using art, Russell says all forms of knowledge can be transmitted to children. “We tell students to create a circle on paper and to divide it into eight parts. Then color what you want,” she says, describing a basic math lesson on fractions. Children can choose a letter of the alphabet and draw a gigantic version of the letter, along with a frame. “Draw pictures of things that start with this letter around the frame,” Russell says, depicting a language lesson. “The point is to give the students an opportunity for self-expression. This leads to self-esteem and self-respect.” Everyone benefits, Russell believes. “This includes community volunteers, who are typically men,” she adds, “as women have less time to offer.” “It’s a participatory form of education. The students don’t just copy.” These innovative teachers are now working on integrating their methods into a regional curriculum. “It’s all about working from the ground up,” Russell says. Janet Nicol teaches at Killarney Secondary School, Vancouver.  Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141007,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/FassbenderMLA/status/334560826918842368?screen_name=FassbenderMLA&id=334560826918842368,Peter Fassbender on Twitter: "Let the celebrations begin! @bcliberals are victorious all around! #ProudDay #bcpoli" Twitter Search query Search Twitter Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Language: English Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Have an account? Sign in New to Twitter? Join Today » Sign In Phone, email or username Password Sign in Remember me Forgot password? Already using Twitter via text message? Follow Following Unfollow Blocked Unblock Pending Cancel Peter FassbenderVerified account ‏ @FassbenderMLA 14 May 2013 Let the celebrations begin! @bcliberals are victorious all around! #ProudDay #bcpoli Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet 11:48 PM - 14 May 2013 Don’t miss any updates from Peter Fassbender © 2014 Twitter About Help Ads info Close Flag this media This has already been marked as containing sensitive content. Flag this as containing potentially illegal content. Submit Cancel Learn more about flagging media Dismiss Close Previous Next Close Go to a person's profile Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Close Retweet this to your followers? Cancel Retweet Close Are you sure you want to delete this Tweet? Cancel Delete Close Block Cancel Block Add a location to your Tweets When you tweet with a location, Twitter stores that location. You can switch location on/off before each Tweet and always have the option to delete your location history. Learn more Turn location on Not now Turn off location Close Profile summary Close Your lists Close Create a new list List name Description Under 100 characters, optional Privacy Public · Anyone can follow this list Private · Only you can access this list Save list Close Close Embed this Tweet Add this Tweet to your website by copying the code below. Learn more Hmm, there was a problem reaching the server. Try again? Include parent Tweet Include media Preview Close Sign up for Twitter Not on Twitter? Sign up, tune into the things you care about, and get updates as they happen. Have an account? Sign in » Close Two-way (sending and receiving) short codes: Country Code For customers of United States 40404 (any) Canada 21212 (any) United Kingdom 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM Haiti 40404 Digicel, Voila Ireland 51210 Vodafone, O2 India 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Indonesia 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » See SMS short codes for other countries Close Confirmation)
(20141007,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/bcedplan/status/446324100655759361?screen_name=bcedplan&id=446324100655759361,BC's Education Plan on Twitter: "RT @ERASEbullyingBC: 5 strategies schools can use to counter bullying (via @RethinkEDUC) http://t.co/KlJX1S417w #erasebullying" Twitter Search query Search Twitter Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Language: English Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Have an account? Sign in New to Twitter? Join Today » Sign In Phone, email or username Password Sign in Remember me Forgot password? Already using Twitter via text message? Cathal Walsh ‏ @RethinkEDUC Mar 19 5 strategies schools can use to counter bullying #sd68 @ERASEbullyingBC @crimefighterguy @Safer_Schools @DaveKovar http://cathalwalsh.edublogs.org/2013/09/24/5-ways-schools-can-counte-bullying/ … Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet ERASE Bullying ‏ @ERASEbullyingBC Mar 19 5 strategies schools can use to counter bullying (via @RethinkEDUC) http://cathalwalsh.edublogs.org/2013/09/24/5-ways-schools-can-counte-bullying/ … #erasebullying Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Follow Following Unfollow Blocked Unblock Pending Cancel BC's Education Plan ‏ @bcedplan Mar 19 RT @ERASEbullyingBC: 5 strategies schools can use to counter bullying (via @RethinkEDUC) http://cathalwalsh.edublogs.org/2013/09/24/5-ways-schools-can-counte-bullying/ … #erasebullying Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Favorites 2 9:35 AM - 19 Mar 2014 Cathal Walsh ‏ @RethinkEDUC Mar 19 Thanks for RT! @bcedplan @ERASEbullyingBC @spedlearner Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Don’t miss any updates from BC's Education Plan © 2014 Twitter About Help Ads info Close Flag this media This has already been marked as containing sensitive content. Flag this as containing potentially illegal content. Submit Cancel Learn more about flagging media Dismiss Close Previous Next Close Go to a person's profile Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Close Retweet this to your followers? Cancel Retweet Close Are you sure you want to delete this Tweet? Cancel Delete Close Block Cancel Block Add a location to your Tweets When you tweet with a location, Twitter stores that location. You can switch location on/off before each Tweet and always have the option to delete your location history. Learn more Turn location on Not now Turn off location Close Profile summary Close Your lists Close Create a new list List name Description Under 100 characters, optional Privacy Public · Anyone can follow this list Private · Only you can access this list Save list Close Close Embed this Tweet Add this Tweet to your website by copying the code below. Learn more Hmm, there was a problem reaching the server. Try again? Include parent Tweet Include media Preview Close Sign up for Twitter Not on Twitter? Sign up, tune into the things you care about, and get updates as they happen. Have an account? Sign in » Close Two-way (sending and receiving) short codes: Country Code For customers of United States 40404 (any) Canada 21212 (any) United Kingdom 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM Haiti 40404 Digicel, Voila Ireland 51210 Vodafone, O2 India 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Indonesia 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » See SMS short codes for other countries Close Confirmation)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "Gr8 event honoring Taiwan ROC w many friends @douglasbing @marvinhunt4bc @KerryLynneFindl @mhlchiu26 @prairiechinois http://t.co/85TUCQsbrI" @John_Yap - 05:40pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/IssuesInEducation.aspx?id=10596&printPage=true,BCTF > Teaching to Diversity professional development  	BCTF > Issues in Education  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Issues in Education > Inclusive Education > Teaching to Diversity Teaching to Diversity professional development We invite you to help publicize professional learning opportunities by submitting announcements of local PD events. PD linked to Inclusive Education  Online PD linked to Inclusive Education  Post secondary programs  Post secondary courses  BCTF Professional Development calendar  Invitation to submit PD event information  Teaching to Diversity web site workshop outline   PSA Conferences Learning Assistance Teachers Association   See http://www.bctf.ca/lata/conference/events.htm for information on upcoming conferences.  English as a Second Language Provincial Specialist Association See http://www.bctf.ca/eslpsa/conference.html for information on upcoming conferences.  BC School Counsellors Associations  See http://www.bcscaconference.ca/index.php for information on upcoming conferences. BC Alternate Education Association  See http://www.bctf.ca/bcaea/conference.html for information on upcoming conferences.  Special Education Association  See http://www.seaofbc.ca/crosscurrents-conference/ for more information.  Special Education Association Annual spring conference. February 21 and 22, 2013, Richmond, B.C. “Scattered Minds, Beyond the Medical Model: A Biopsychosocial View of Attention Deficit Disorder and Other Childhood Developmental Disorders.” Keynote: Gabor Mate. Sheraton Vancouver Airport Hotel, 7551 Westminster Highway, Richmond, B.C. Contact information: Alison Ogden, Conference Chair,  seaconferencechair@gmail.com.  Please see our website www.seaofbc.ca for conference program information starting November 1, 2012.  Please see our website for conference program information starting November 1, 2012. PD linked to Inclusive Education Conferences and workshops: Webinar: International lessons from implementing school mental health programs  Wednesday, June 27, 2012-10:00am-11:00am PDT  (webinar is full with a waitlist, but there are links on the poster)  3rd National Symposium on Child and Youth Mental Health   May 30 - June1, 2012, McEwan Centre, Calgary, Alberta  For information about workshops etc: Themes: Access, wait times, and the role of schools in mental health   iMinds Learning Resources from the Centre for Addictions Research of BC/University of Victoria iMinds is a drug-related health literacy program for grades 6-10. Each module features six easy-to implement lessons that meet numerous Prescribed Learning Outcomes and help students develop the knowledge and skills they need to survive and thrive in our world. All materials are downloadable free of charge and related professional learning opportunities are available through the Centre for Addictions Research of BC/University of Victoria.  Go to the CARBC website to download materials, to find more on CARBC’s work in helping schools promote health and learning and address problematic substance use, or email helpingschools@carbc.ca. Kelty Mental Health Workshops   For updates on scheduled workshops and information sessions, visit the events section of the website.  • Events can be joined by phone by dialling 1-877-291-3022 and entering the access code 4611577# Questions? • Call: 604-875-2084 (Lower Mainland) or 1-800-665-1822 (elsewhere in BC) • Email: keltycentre@bcmhs.bc.ca • Visit: www.keltymentalhealth.ca   Ongoing Opportunities ACT - Autism Community Training (formerly ACT BC) offers a variety of workshops to professionals and families supporting children and adults with autism spectrum disorder. ACT has a growing slate of webcasts -- videotaped live workshops -- delivered via the ACT web site. ACT webcasts contain all the content of one of our live events, and are available to subscribers 24/7 anywhere that has a high-speed internet connection. Each may be viewed as many times as a subscriber likes for a defined subscription period. Please check out the ACT web site for workshop and webcast details. Inclusion Network - Training, Consulting and Networking Facilitators whose aim is to foster the development of inclusion. Partners in Teaching program This initiative from the BC Epilepsy Society includes free educational workshops and materials about seizures, first aid, and the related school issues for school staff or students. The goal of this program is to create safe and supportive classrooms for any student who may experience seizures. For more information, individuals can call BC Epilepsy at 604-875-6704, or email them at outreach@bcepilepsy.com. Solution Talk. Learn how to use powerful solution-focused strategies for solving problems, rapidly and effectively. Most are 2 day sessions. The following School Districts provide workshops open to those both in and out of district: Langley School District #35 – https://apps1.sd35.bc.ca/workshops/ - After School Series and Specific workshops related to a variety of diverse learning needs are available.   Online PD linked to Inclusive Education ChildTrauma Academy is a not-for-profit organization based in Houston, Texas. The mission of the Academy is to help improve the lives of traumatized and maltreated children and their families. We do so by working to improve the systems that educate, nurture, protect and enrich these children. Surviving Childhood: An Introduction to the Impact of Trauma (3 credit hours)—Discover the hows and whys of the human brain, and gain a better understanding of brain functioning in maltreated children. The Amazing Human Brain and Human Development (3 credit hours)—Learn the physiological and psychological aspects of trauma, the effects of this trauma on our society, and how you can help. The Cost of Caring (3 credit hours)—Understand Secondary Traumatic Stress and the impact of working with high-risk children and families. The Provincial Outreach Program for FASD (POPFASD) will be offering a FREE 6 week course to BC Educators this fall, delivered online using Elluminate technology. This introductory level training is available to all BC educators(teachers, EAs and administrators) and provides a foundation for increasing understanding of fetal alcohol spectrum disorder and its educational implications. With an increased level of understanding, educators will be able to provide more effective and appropriate supports for learners with FASD. For anyone who has already completed the SSEAC Training, this course will be duplicate information. Special Education certificate online  Online offering of the Special Education certificate from the University of Saskatchewan Department of Psychology and Special Education - 30 credit units. Pre-requisites: BEd degree, professional teaching certificate, minimum of one year teaching, six credit units of undergraduate courses in Special Education. SNOW - Special Needs Ontario Window  Cultivating the Inclusive Education Community. SNOW is an Education Service of The Adaptive Technology Resource Centre. TeachSpecialEd.com is an Internet-based program developed for use as a part of special education certification, as well as for ongoing professional development. It is designed for those who are preparing to teach or are currently teaching students with mild and moderate disabilities. It offers two enrollment options: a comprehensive ten course curriculum or individual courses. Courses include: Foundations in Special Education, Development and Characteristics of Learners with Exceptional Learning Needs, Assessment for Instructional Planning and Decision Making, Instructional Strategies: Creating Environments that Promote, Learning Appropriate Social Interactions, and Behavior, and much more! WITS - Teacher Accreditation Program is a free 90 minute online training module for elementary teachers in using the WITS response to peer victimization and bullying. The program was originally developed at Lampson School Elementary in Esquimalt, BC, and has since been expanded through family and police support, as well as community input. WITS stands for Walk away, Ignore, Talk it out and Seek help.  Post secondary programs CASE (BC Council of Administrators of Special Education) Special Education Course Guide   This is a full listing of the programs available in special education.  It  includes course listings, credit systems and contact information. College of New Caledonia Lakes District Campus, Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder Advanced Diploma.   Delivered fully online, the Diploma consists of 10 courses at the 2nd, 3rd, 4th year university level. These courses have been developed in partnership with Thompson Rivers University-Open Learning and BCcampus. Douglas College  (NEW) Autism Specialty Stream: Disability & Applied Behaviour Analysis. A unique 15-credit advanced citation (post diploma/degree) that will provide graduates with comprehensive knowledge and skills in the application of applied behaviour analysis (ABA) within a disability context. For more information, contact 604-527-5484 or cfcsinfo@douglas.bc.ca.  Simon Fraser University  Undergraduate: Post Baccalaureate Diploma In English As a Second Language Developing a Functional Curriculum - EDPR 393-3 and EDPR 394-3 On-Line Course in Case Management of Students with Autism Spectrum Disorders - Part II - EDPR 499-3 Graduate Programs: Counselling Psychology, Educational Psychology, ESL/EFL Education: International Cohort University of British Columbia  UBC Faculty of Education's Winter Professional Development programs for teachers. Visit www.eplt.educ.ubc.ca  or call 604-822-2013 for additional information. PROGRAMS: M.Ed. in SPECIAL EDUCATION  Master's in Educational Technology Location:  Online   ONLINE COURSES: Online education courses are available in the following subject areas: -Adult & Higher Education -Counselling Psychology -Early Childhood Education -Educational Psychology and Special Education -Home Economics Education -Language And Literacy Education -Teacher Librarianship Educational and Counselling Psychology and Special Education Graduate Programs: - Counselling Psychology includes: School Counselling, Counselling in Higher Education, Community and Agency Counselling and Vocational Rehabilitation Counselling - Special Education includes concentrations in Autism/developmental Disabilities, Behaviour Disorders, Blindness and Visual Impairment, Deaf and Hard of Hearing, High Ability and Learning Disabilities. It also includes Behaviour Analyst Certification - School Psychology - Development Learning and Culture - Measurement, Evaluation and Research Methodology. Diploma programs in: Guidance Studies, Special Education and Infant Development/Supported Child Care Visit the main page to access information re UBC's external (off-campus and on-line) courses and programs of study. University of Northern BC – Graduate Program in Counselling  University of Victoria – Educational Psychology & Leadership Studies – Graduate studies in Counselling, Education Psychology and Special Education NEW - Certificate in Special Education at the University of Victoria  This is a professional post-degree program for certified teachers who wish to enhance their ability to accommodate every young person with a specialized learning need within their classroom—every day. This program offers 7.5 units of coursework (two on-line courses, one summer on-campus course, and one combination course with both on-line delivery and an intensive on-campus component over 3-days during October Pro-D). Courses will cover assessment, remediation, and collaboration and consultation. Participants will acquire the skills necessary to administer Level B assessments, and a strong base of knowledge to assume roles as special educators within schools. Three units from the Certificate can be laddered into UVic’s Masters in Special Education or all units can be transferred to the Diploma in Special Education (15 units) that will begin in Fall 2010. Visit the web site for more information. UVIC Continuing Studies in Education – Will be offering distance courses. Check their web site for more details. Post secondary courses CASE (BC Council of Administrators of Special Education) Special Education Course Guide This is a full listing of the programs available in special education.  It  includes course listings, credit systems and contact information. UBC Professional Development Off-Campus Courses for Educators These are offered through UBC's Faculty of Education and can be taken as stand-alone courses, applied towards a program, or as non-credit where indicated. Information at eplt.educ.ubc.ca/index.php. DIPLOMA & CERTIFICATE PROGRAMS:  University of VictoriaCertificate in Special Education at the University of Victoria  This is a professional post-degree program for certified teachers who wish to enhance their ability to accommodate every young person with a specialized learning need within their classroom—every day. This program offers 7.5 units of coursework (two on-line courses, one summer on-campus course, and one combination course with both on-line delivery and an intensive on-campus component over 3-days during October Pro-D). Courses will cover assessment, remediation, and collaboration and consultation. Participants will acquire the skills necessary to administer Level B assessments, and a strong base of knowledge to assume roles as special educators within schools. Three units from the Certificate can be laddered into UVic’s Masters in Special Education or all units can be transferred to the Diploma in Special Education (15 units) that will begin in Fall 2010. Visit the web site for more information. University of British Columbia Teaching Literacy to Diverse Learners Certificate Program - VANCOUVER Application are now being accepted. eplt.educ.ubc.ca/index.php  ONGOING DIPLOMA & CERTIFICATE PROGRAMS:  Diploma in Special Education – SURREY & LANGLEY ecps.educ.ubc.ca/sped/diploma.htm  For additional information about our programs please visit our main website or call 604-822-2013 (toll-free 1-888-492-1122).  Douglas College offers the Autism Specialty programs (the Behavioural Interventionist Citation ) The citation is the first program of its kind in BC for the training of practitioners who provide one-to-one intensive behavioural intervention based on applied behaviour analysis (ABA). For more information, please visit www.douglascollege.ca/autism. Last updated January 2012 )
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "RT @nationalpost: Tories' temporary foreign worker overhaul is 'tragically misdirected': Christy Clark http://t.co/EV5YPyV9lC" @John_Yap - 02:49pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11100,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2002 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 14, Number 5, March 2002 President’s message There are a lot of things I’ll remember about our day of protest on January 28: The huge crowd of 14,000 teachers and supporters at the Coliseum, in Vancouver. The seemingly endless group who tried so hard to avoid stepping on the lawn at the Legislature in Victoria but finally couldn’t resist because there wasn’t enough room. The report we got, part way through the day, that 253 of our 257 members in Dawson Creek had attended a rally in –31° weather. The courage of tens of thousands of BCTF members who ignored government threats and intimidation to join their colleagues and neighbours in a dramatic show of support for public education. One memory stands out from the rest. In Vancouver, BCTF Executive Member Barb Parrott (one of the co-chairs of the rally) asked those in attendance how many had participated in the pension protest of 1971. More hands went up than I would have expected. How many were out in the Solidarity action of 1983? Lots of hands. How many participated in the June 1 general strike in 1987? A huge cheer and hands waving throughout the arena. Then Barb hesitated a moment. "And how many of you are attending your first political protest?" A sea of hands. A deafening roar. Thousands and thousands of our wonderful young colleagues announced their presence. New teachers coming of age, and we old-timers welcoming them with enthusiasm and love to a struggle that has only just begun. We are justly furious with Gordon Campbell for his betrayal of the children of this province. But for one thing, however, he deserves our profound thanks. He has single-handedly created a new generation of leaders in our BCTF. Thanks, Mr. Campbell. Governments come and go. But the British Columbia Teachers’ Federation has been advocating for teachers, for students, for public education, and for justice for more than 80 years. One thing Premier Campbell can be sure of is that 80 years from now, when his government is no more than an historical footnote, the BCTF will still be here doing the same vital job. David Chudnovsky Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/PEA-Newsletter.aspx?id=20660,PEA Newsletter #4, February 24, 2010  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development PEA newsletter archives 2013-14  2012-13  2011-12    2010-11  2009-10    Home > Publications > Newsletters and Alerts > Public Ed. Advocates Newsletter > 2009-10 Archives Public Education Advocates Newsletter February 24, 2010, Issue #4 March 2 BC budget announcement Public education advocates are anxiously awaiting the March 2 budget speech. We need and expect an appropriate increase in education funding to deal with overcrowded classrooms, reduced student services, depleted school district resources, and overdue school maintenance. This unprecedented crisis was not created by boards of education. Faced with ever-rising costs that the province’s education funding formula does not cover, many communities have already suffered the loss of viable schools and critical programs as boards struggle to cope. The Association of School Board Officials (formerly secretary-treasurers) has emphasized that the public education system desperately needs an immediate injection of $300 million in 2010–11 to offset a funding shortfall.  The downloading of costs and unfunded initiatives to school boards by the provincial government include: loss of the annual facilities grant  teacher salary and benefit increases (provincially negotiated) new carbon tax and carbon-offset charges  increased MSP and WCB premiums  new costs for implementing full-day Kindergarten  additional costs of provincially legislated class-size limits. Mark your calendar! Join our coalition partners: The Teach In, March 20, Saturday, 9:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., at the Vancouver Public Library “What Cuts?” What Impacts?” “How do we react?” “Build a Better BC Coalition” rally Saturday, April 10, 11:00 a.m., at the Vancouver Art Gallery, to stop cuts to public and community services. The mission of the “Build a Better BC Coalition”  Community service groups, cultural and arts associations, and unions joining together as one voice to call on the provincial government to: immediately stop eliminating public and community services. fulfill their legislative responsibility to provide adequate, fair, and consistent funding to support public services and community groups. work in consultation with groups and individuals to build public and community services that give every individual the democratic opportunity to participate in building a better BC. Statement of purpose of the “Build a Better BC Coalition” The strength of British Columbia is our people.  We each contribute in unique and different ways, through our talents, ideas, and hard work to build a better BC. Building communities where every woman, man, and child is treated with fairness, dignity, and respect is a shared responsibility.  When government singles out groups of individuals—by cutting services they depend on, raising fees inequitably, and unfairly shifting taxes—it diminishes all of us.  It doesn’t bring us together.  It divides us. The purpose of the “Build a Better BC Coalition” is to bring us together. The public, community, and cultural services that we have built together over the years contribute greatly to a vibrant and diverse BC.  They help to ensure that every British Columbian can participate and share in a quality of life that is recognized around the world.   Public, community, and cultural services are essential cornerstones of a civil society.  They are a critical component of our economic well-being, especially in difficult economic times.  A strong public sector to support, build, and regulate the private sector is vital to the social, environmental, and economic health of the province. Due to drastic funding cuts, chronic underfunding, and misaligned political priorities, many of these services are at risk of disappearing, putting our way of life and the environment at risk.  Many of the cuts affect the most vulnerable people in our communities, particularly women, children, isolated seniors, and those with the lowest incomes.  It is unacceptable for government to take more from those who have the least, in order to give more to those who have the most. Your organization is invited to join the “Build a Better BC Coalition” The coalition is an evolving, loosely structured, non-partisan alliance.  It includes groups that represent artists, cultural workers, seniors, students, healthcare advocates, educators, social service agencies, environmental activists, the faith community, and unions. All of these groups have been affected by a thousand government cuts in service levels we provide directly to clients, in lost jobs, and in lost opportunities.  As well, the cuts have a perilous impact on our vulnerable people, our communities, our environment, and our civil society.  We have joined together to speak out on these issues because we believe we are stronger together than alone. We urge you to consider joining the coalition as an organization.  Send a delegate to the next coalition meeting.  The BC Federation of Labour has been kind enough to help co-ordinate the meetings.  Please contact Jessie Uppal at (604) 430-1421, or e-mail campaigns@bcfed.ca for the time and place of meeting. Email Facebook Twitter Friend of public education? Join our e-mail list to read about the issues and get involved. About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8040&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 6, April 2005 Seniors' bingo raided The B.C. Liberals are intent on upholding the laws for unlicensed seniors’ bingo but not for violations of class-size legislation. The following headlines tell the story of the shutdown of seniors’ bingo games on Galiano Island: • "Police sting shuts down seniors bingo: Minister defends stakeout of seniors: ‘The law is the law.’" (The Vancouver Sun, February 19, 2005) • "The great Galiano granny-bingo bust: ILLEGAL GAMING: It took four agents and a night in a luxury B&B to investigate" (The Province, February 20, 2005) • "Hitting the jackpot with a vengeance: It’s getting easier and easier to place bets in B.C–so why go after small-town bingo?" (Victoria Times Colonist, February 22, 1005) When Comox DTA President Richard Walker read the stories, he sent off a letter to Attorney General Geoff Plant to inform him of laws being broken in the Comox Valley school district. "I am writing to advise you that there is a violation of the legislated maximum class-size provisions occurring in School District #71 (Comox Valley). I received information that a Grade 2 class in this district now has 25 students. "It is clear that the legislation regarding primary class size indicates the maximum allowable number of students is 24. "I am writing to ensure that you, as the attorney general, are aware of this violation of the law. I am also asking you to respond in order that I will know what steps you will take to rectify this situation." The attorney general replied: "As this issue falls within the jurisdiction of the education system, I am referring your letter to my colleague, the Honourable Tom Christensen, Minister of Education." Once again, the losers are B.C.’s seniors and children. – Kathleen Smith)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/NewsAndEvents.aspx?id=29980,BCTF > A plan for better schools in BC, April 26, 2013  	BCTF News and Events  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > News and Events > Newsroom A plan for better schools in BC  Jim Iker, BCTF President-elect  This article was published in The Vancouver Sun, April 26, 2013.  British Columbians should be very proud of our public education system. Teachers and other educators work hard to help B.C.’s children gain the skills, knowledge, and confidence to take on the world. Today’s students will be tomorrow’s teachers, doctors, engineers, and loggers. They deserve a government that will invest in their education to ensure B.C.’s social fabric and economy stay strong.  Sadly, over the last decade, chronic underfunding has weakened our public education system. In addition, the illegal removal from teachers’ collective agreements of provisions on class size, class composition, and minimum staffing ratios for specialist teachers meant real cuts for students. As a result, B.C. is now behind the rest of Canada on many key indicators. According to Statistics Canada, B.C. provides $988 less per student per year than the Canadian average. Our province also has the worst student-educator ratio of all 10 provinces. In short, our students are being shortchanged.  This underfunding has meant real cuts in classrooms across the province. There are now more than 15,000 overcrowded classes. B.C. has lost more than 1,500 specialist teachers which include counsellors, teacher-librarians, learning assistance teachers, and English language learning (formerly ESL) positions. This total includes more than 700 special education teachers at a time when the number of students with special needs is increasing. The cuts mean each child, regardless of their learning needs, is getting less one-on-one time. And, the children who need extra support are not getting it.  It’s time for change. B.C. needs a government, regardless of which party wins, that will reinvest in education. That’s why B.C. teachers developed a platform called Better Schools for B.C. and shared it with all political parties. It is a positive vision for education that provides better supports for our kids. It builds on our public education system’s strengths and makes kids and classrooms the priority. We know it will require significant new funding, but we also know from public opinion research that the public overwhelmingly supports putting more resources in schools to help children learn. In a scientific poll, with a sample size of 800 and a 3.5 per cent margin of error, conducted April 3–14, 2012 by Viewpoints Research for the BCTF, 83 per cent of respondents said B.C. should bring per-student funding up to the national average. In addition, 82 per cent said more teachers should be hired to improve the student-educator ratio. And finally, 80 per cent agreed that if the B.C. government continues to let public education deteriorate, our long-term economic growth will be negatively impacted. With increased investments in public education, we can make significant changes that will have a positive impact on every single child. Through negotiated class-size and composition guarantees, we can ensure children are not in overcrowded classrooms. By putting specialist teachers like librarians, counsellors, and special education specialists back into our schools, all students will get more one-on-one time. B.C. also needs a child poverty reduction strategy to ensure children don’t come to school hungry and are ready to learn.  There are also low-cost changes we can make to improve schools and the learning environment for all kids. For example, it’s time to change B.C.’s assessment practices to prevent the ranking of schools (via the increasingly irrelevant Foundation Skills Assessment) while giving parents meaningful information about their child’s progress. We also need to ensure our most vulnerable children get extra support and protection. That means stronger antihomophobia policies and expanding access to culturally appropriate programs for our aboriginal learners. The BCTF is not just made up of teachers. Many of us, like myself, are also parents or grandparents. We want all kids, including our own, to get the best education possible. Together, working with other parents, principals, trustees, teachers, and the provincial government, we can make B.C.’s schools better. About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/CKNW/status/519187120481910785,CKNW on Twitter: ".@toddstonebc to roll out "new transportation plan" for BC at #bcleg Tuesday a-m.  #bcpoli" টুইটার অনুসন্ধান অনুসন্ধান টুইটার খুঁজুন সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ ভাষা : বাংলা. हिन्दी Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন টুইটার-এ নতুন ? আজই যোগদান করুন » সাইন ইন করুন ফোন, ইমেল বা ব্যবহারকারীর নাম পাসওয়ার্ড সাইন ইন আমাকে মনে রাখুন পাসওয়ার্ড ভুলে গেছেন? ইতিমধ্যে আপনি কি টেক্সট বার্তার মাধ্যমে টুইটার ব্যবহার করছেন? অনুসরণ অনুসরণ করা কর্মসমূহ:অনুসরণ না করা অবরুদ্ধ অবরোধ মুক্ত মুলতুবি বাতিল CKNW ‏ @CKNW ৫ ঘন্টা . @toddstonebc to roll out "new transportation plan" for BC at #bcleg Tuesday a-m. #bcpoli প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট পুনঃটুইটগুলি ৪ প্রিয় ৪ ১১:০৭ পূর্বাহ্ণ - ৬ অক্টোবর, ২০১৪ Judy Green ‏ @Judaciousness ৪ ঘন্টা @CKNW @toddstonebc the one where only the rich get to travel between mainland and island: ferry superhighway exploitation সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট CKNW থেকে কোন আপডেট মিস্ করবেন না © 2014 টুইটার সম্বন্ধে সহায়তা বিজ্ঞপ্তি তথ্য বন্ধ মিডিয়াটিকে চিহ্নিত করুন এটি ইতিমধ্যে সংবেদনশীল কন্টেন্ট ধারণকারী হিসাবে চিহ্নিত হয়েছে। পতাকা তুলুন এটি সম্ভাব্যরূপে অবৈধ বিষয়বস্তুর ধারণকারী হিসেবে। সমর্পণ করা বাতিল মিডিয়াকে চিহ্নিত করা সম্পর্কে আরো জানুন খারিজ বন্ধ পূর্ববর্তী পরবর্তী বন্ধ একজন ব্যক্তির প্রোফাইলে যান সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ বন্ধ আপনার অনুসরণকারীদের এই পুনঃটুইটটি পাঠাবেন? বাতিল পুনঃটুইট বন্ধ আপনি কি নিশ্চিত যে এই টুইট মুছে দিতে চান? বাতিল মুছে ফেলুন বন্ধ রোধ করন বাতিল রোধ করন আপনার টুইটসমুহে একটি অবস্থান যুক্ত করুন যখন একটি অবস্থানের সঙ্গে আপনার টুইট করেন, টুইটার সেই অবস্থান সংরক্ষণ করে। প্রত্যেক টুইটের আগে আপনি আপনার অবস্থান চালু / বন্ধ করতে পারেন, এবং যে কোনও সময় আপনি আপনার অবস্থানের ইতিহাস মুছে ফেলতে পারেন। আরো জানুন অবস্থান চালু করুন এখন নয় স্থান বন্ধ করুন বন্ধ প্রোফাইল সারসংক্ষেপ বন্ধ আপনার তালিকাসমূহ বন্ধ একটি নতুন তালিকা তৈরি করুন নাম তালিকা বিবরণ 100 অক্ষরের কম, ঐচ্ছিক তালিকাসমূহ:গোপনীয়তা সাধারণ · যে কেউ এই তালিকা অনুসরণ করতে পারেন ব্যক্তিগত · শুধুমাত্র আপনিই এই তালিকায় প্রবেশ করতে পারবেন তালিকা সংরক্ষণ করুন বন্ধ বন্ধ এই টুইট স্থাপিত কর আপনার নীচের ওয়েবসাইটে কোডটি অনুলিপি দ্বারা এই টুইট যোগ করুন * আরও জানুন হুম, সার্ভারে পৌঁছনোর একটি সমস্যা ছিল। পরে আবার চেষ্টা করবেন? প্রকৃত টুইট অন্তর্ভুক্ত করুন অন্তর্ভুক্ত মিডিয়া প্রাকদর্শন বন্ধ টুইটারে নিবন্ধন করুন টুইটারে নেই? নিবন্ধন করুন, আপনির পছন্দের বিষয়গুলির সাথে যুক্ত হন, এবং তাদের বিষয়ে হালনাগাদ পান। একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন » বন্ধ দুটি উপায় (প্রেরণ এবং গ্রহণ) শর্ট কোড: দেশ কোড গ্রাহকদের জন্য মার্কিন যুক্তরাষ্ট্র 40404 (যে কোন) কানাডা 21212 (যে কোন) যুক্তরাজ্য 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM হাইতি 40404 Digicel, Voila আয়ারল্যান্ড 51210 Vodafone, O2 ভারত 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance ইন্দোনেশিয়া 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » অন্য দেশসমুহের এসএসএস সংক্ষিপ্ত কোড দেখুন বন্ধ নিশ্চিতকরণ)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11404,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2001 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 14, Number 1, September 2001 Technology and language learning: Moving toward integration by Wendy Carr Does technology help students learn a second language? Can it enhance our efforts as teachers to create authentic experiences in the target language? We already provide opportunities for students to learn about and practise the language, read texts, watch videos, role-play conversations and work on projects. We add experiences such as field trips, guest speakers, and interactions with buddy classes to give meaningful practice. There is, however, an online world where languages other than English are used every day to communicate and get things done. No text yet published competes with the immediacy of an online newscast or the currency of regularly updated Web sites. In a province where the majority of language teachers are generalists, online resources of text, sound, and visuals are particularly effective in providing a wide variety of real-world information. Integrating technology may involve some risktaking on our part as students boldly go where we may not yet have gone ourselves, and there are certainly issues that sometimes block our attempts; however, the benefits to teaching and learning merit the effort. Teachers integrate technology Teachers can access online resources from home, the library, or school to print out lessons, unit plans, student activity pages, quizzes, song lyrics, news articles, etc., for use in class. Some rich sites include quizzweb.net, quia.com, portail.lettres.net, and many others. If access to the school’s lab is possible, other sites provide a wealth of online activity for students in the form of WebQuests, interactive grammar sites, and online communication/collaboration, e.g., adomonde.qc.ca, lescale. net, kidlink.org and others. These teacher-approved sites may be shared with students in a lab setting or explored off-site. Have students visit a site, participate in an online activity and either e-mail the results to you or keep track of the experience on paper, e.g., a journal with a record of sites and tasks. Many of these sites show correlations to learning outcomes and provide useful evaluation rubrics. Specific examples are detailed below. Students integrate technology Students conduct online research at home, the library or the lab to support the units/ themes covered in class. This research can be as simple as finding information in the target language, e.g., using altavista. com and its multilingual search options, or involve communicating with native speakers via a key pal site such as momes.net or e-pals.com (These contacts are made via teacher-to-teacher communication before students are paired.) In terms of addressing the prescribed learning outcomes around culture, technological links provide a most effective tool: contact with native speakers has always been difficult to achieve in classrooms and yet there is a world of people communicating online in many languages 24 hours a day. Technology is an option in projects and assignments Students are given a technology option in how they present their learning. If a written page or report is expected, allow students the chance to present the same content via a non-paper format. If an oral report is assigned, allow students the option of incorporating their own speech into a computerized presentation, e.g., Power Point or KidPix slideshow. Encourage online research and/or communication to add content to a final product. You may wish to add bonus marks as an incentive, taking care that these are not excessive, e.g., an additional 5%, and that students who choose not to consult Examples of tasks or projects Activities for individuals or whole class Example sites/software electronic greetings invite students to send you or each other electronic greetings in the target language bluemountain.com (Click on French, Spanish, Mandarin, Japanese, German) e-mail accounts for sending messages & assignments establish a web-based e-mail account in the target language hotmail.com mail.yahoo.com (Click on French, Spanish, Mandarin, Japanese, German) audio/video clips have students view or listen to a clip rather than read text for meaning radio-canada.ca latinosonline.com keypal connections start as an independent option, e.g., as extra challenge for one or several students (students provide journal or printout of online interaction) momes.net, epals.com rescol.ca (teacher-directed connections) internet research on a topic give bonus points for integrating technology into a project altavista.com (multilingual search options) multimedia or slideshow presentations allow for different modes of presentation (students may e-mail their projects to teachers at school or at home) Kid Pix, Power Point HyperStudio (available Mac/Windows) participate in a WebQuest or online project students follow online instructions and links to solve a quest for information edweb.sdsu.edu/webquest sd68.bc.ca/webquests create a webpage or WebQuest students develop their own page/Quest Netscape Composer (download netscape.com) Wendy Carr teaches Core French and Technology in Coquitlam and second language methodology at UBC and SFU. Part 2, "Integrated Projects for Second Language Learners, Grades 5 to 12," in the next issue. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=29644,BCTF News Releases  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources   For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development News Release Archives 2014  2013  2012    2011 2010  2009  2008 2007  2006  Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2013 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  April 12, 2013 Two years later, teachers are still seeking redress for rights’ violations  Tomorrow marks two years since the BC Supreme Court’s landmark decision ruling that legislation the BC Liberals enacted in 2002 violated teachers’ Charter rights, and therefore is unconstitutional and invalid.  On April 13, 2011 the BC Teachers’ Federation won a major victory in its decade-long court battle to overturn legislation which stripped teachers’ collective agreements of protections for class sizes, as well as guarantees of support for students with special needs. The bills had disastrous consequences for teaching and learning conditions across the province because they enabled government to make severe cuts to the public education budget. Government documents introduced as evidence in court calculated those cuts to be more than $275 million per year in 2001 dollars, an estimated $330 million annually in current dollars. The Supreme Court gave government one year to deal with the repercussions of its ruling but now—two years later—the BC Liberals have still done nothing to redress the breach. As a result, the BCTF has been compelled to go back to court seeking a fair remedy. “The Supreme Court affirmed our collective bargaining rights and gave us hope that a decade of struggling to meet our students’ needs might be coming to an end,” said BCTF President Susan Lambert. “Two years later, we are still urging the government to act on this important ruling and restore the services our students need and deserve.” Then-Education Minister Christy Clark brought in the unconstitutional bills in 2002. During her tenure as premier, the BCTF has repeatedly appealed to her not to make students wait yet another year in underfunded schools and overcrowded classes. “This generation of students has really suffered the negative impacts of this unconstitutional legislation,” Lambert said. “Children who were in Kindergarten when these bills were imposed are now in Grade 12. Throughout their entire school careers their teachers have had to fight for the classroom conditions and learning resources to meet their needs, and their parents have had to raise more and more funds to bridge the gap between children’s needs and inadequate ministry funding.” The BCTF is seeking restoration of the contractual provisions that were unconstitutionally deleted from the teachers’ collective agreement, a declaration that the provincial government has failed to address the repercussions of the decision, and damages for losses suffered. The case will be heard in BC Supreme Court beginning September 2013. -  30  - For more information, contact Nancy Knickerbocker, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell). Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12866,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2000 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 12, Number 7, May/June 2000 Peace cranes by Tammy Hartmann “I beg the all powerful children to unite with me for the building of peace in (humanity) and in the world.” These words which appear on Maria Montessori’s epitaph have been taken to heart at the elementary school in which I teach in Surrey Tynehead Montessori Elementary School. As a public Montessori school, the students and staff embrace the beliefs and philosophy of peace advocates such as Ghandi and Maria Montessori in delivering the curriculum to students. Maria Montessori believed that education must teach children to love each other and the world, and ultimately make the world a better place. I have always believed in the power of literature, especially historical fiction, but had no idea that my students would become so passionate about an issue that they would pledge to the community a campaign to fold 300,000 Origami peace cranes—one for each person that lives in Surrey. I teach in a multi-age classroom, Grades 4 to 6, and it was during a unit on “War and Peace” that the seed was planted. Our peace crane project began as a simple novel study of “Sadako and the Thousand Paper Cranes.” As students were immersed in research and a novel study that focussed on social issues surrounding the aftermath of the bombing of Hiroshima during WWII, they learned and talked about the similarities and differences in the world that they and Sadako experienced. All students learned the art of Origami and enjoyed teaching others in the school. In honour of Remembrance Day my class, along with another in the school, pledged to fold 1,000 Peace Cranes. Fifty students working together side by side, helping each other with the difficult parts, was a sight to behold. As we watched our students work to reach their goal, my colleague, Sandy Hall, and I realized that this novel had touched the lives of many of our students. There was no competition that ensued to see who could fold the most or who had the “best” folded crane; the goal was to fold cranes for peace, and this they did. The cranes were brought into the gym for our Remembrance Day ceremony. As we listened to the “Last Post” being played on the bugle, students eyes were on the cranes, proud of their efforts and comforted by the fact that they lived in a world of peace, unlike Sadako. During the assembly, my students read the two voice poems that they had written which examined the issues of war from both sides. There were many tears that day as we listened to their words. On the Internet I learned about a worldwide movement that had already gained the support of 125 countries and over 800 organizations. The goal of this movement was to enter the new millennium in peace. I brought this information into the classroom and my students jumped on the idea. They began writing letters that were delivered to the mayor’s office. On April 25, the students made a presentation to city council and as a result, January 1, 2000 was declared a day of peace in Surrey, and students at Tynehead would work toward their goal of folding 300,000 cranes. When asked by the local media, what they were going to do with the cranes, a Grade 4 student replied, “We want to have a peace monument somewhere in Surrey so that people will see the cranes and remember how important peace is. We want people to know that kids can make a difference.” The project kept growing in scope as I worried how this was all going to come together. Our principal’s mother, Mary Simmers, at age 80, heard about the project and wanted to learn how to fold cranes. She has become an icon around our school. She has folded more than 3,000 herself. Whenever she comes to a peace assembly, or is invited to a crane-folding workshop, she is greeted warmly and enthusiastically by students who run to her, calling her “Peace Grandma” as they line up for their hugs. With the year 2000 declared by the United Nations as “International Year of Peace,” the staff have agreed on “peace” as our school-wide theme for the year. Some of the events embracing the theme of peace were: a peace-crane folding day on “Hear the Children Day” September 21. a “Peace Club” was formed and students folded cranes on their lunch breaks. a “Peace Garden Club” was formed and students planted flowers and shrubs. students wrote and performed plays about peace. Sandy Hall, Emilie Colbourne, and I held an in-service in our district, sharing the unit on “War and Peace.” a parent organized a crane-folding party. a grandparents’ tea was planned and students taught them how to fold cranes. in December the students displayed their project in the malls. many other schools folded cranes throughout the year. businesses and parents donated and cut paper. Students continued to count and track the progress being made. Then, a local sign company owner, Tony Sziskos, heard about our project and wanted to get involved. I shared with him the vision of my students. He immediately got to work on a design and it will be housed in the Fleetwood Library. Students are continuing to take their message out into the community and to date, with the help of many, we have over 67,000 peace cranes. We are a long way from reaching our goal, but I am very proud of my students and am delighted by the support they have received from so many. As an educator, I hope to help create citizens who will look after each other and their world. By helping them get involved in causes that promote peace, love, hope, and understanding, we are educating them far beyond the curriculum. I truly believe Ghandi’s words “…if we are to reach peace in the world, we shall have to begin with children.” Tammy Hartmann teaches at Tynehead Montessori Elementary School, Surrey. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=20632,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > March 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 5, March 2010  Readers write Workers not at fault In “Readers write” (Teacher Jan./Feb. 2010) you state that BCTF is negative and that “part of the cause of the meltdown in North America was caused by a predominant attitude that debt is a way of life.” If BCTF omitted to question your kind of thinking they would be guilty of the most powerful form of a lie. Every messenger has an agenda and through questions we can see if it meets the test of impartiality, neutrality, and independence (morality), which is necessary for social justice. If questioning social justice is repugnant to you, then BCTF is negative. I personally applaud the BCTF for being negative when that leads to union protection of workers, better pay, maternity leave, unemployment insurance, health and safety rules, pensions, labour and building codes, environmental laws, protection of farmland, healthcare, and better education standards that serve the collective need of society. As for your economic analysis, you need to look at what you read because those who caused the meltdown are in Victoria, Ottawa, New York, and Washington not working for BCTF, in the classroom, sawmill, or working for minimum wage pruning apple trees in Salmon Arm. It is government policies of deregulation and supply-side economics that have caused the meltdown, not a worker’s desire to live on credit. The working class household debt, including those of our teachers, is horrendous. Why? When working people cannot maintain a standard of living and feed their families, they will borrow to just keep their head above the transfer payments that our government hoists on them, in order to give tax breaks to the 10% who own most of the wealth in this province. What is needed in this province is a monetary policy or easy money with changes in interest rates and money supply to expand aggregate demand, which will be a more effective immediate, and completely discretionary, method to stimulate the economy. Furthermore, the tax incidence should be lower for low-income people so they can purchase food, shelter, and clothing, which would stimulate small business, which employs one-third of our work force—mostly low-income earners. The government should also spend directly to help industries such as forestry in BC and the automobile industry in Ontario, which are most affected by external demand for these commodities. Total national debt or provincial debt is not something that bankrupts nations or provinces, it is the amount of foreign debt they hold. Domestic debt is owed to the people in BC and stays in the province and servicing that debt also stays in BC to stimulate the BC economy. On the other hand, interest on the foreign debt leaves the province to stimulate someone else’s economy. The only negative thing about a domestic debt is that its benefits are disproportionate due to the priorities of the present government. The reason for this is the wealthy who have money make more from their investments than the poor because the poor have no investment portfolios. As BC's foreign debt reached higher and higher levels, servicing this debt forced the government to cut back on domestic spending, infrastructure, education, and health. Combine this with Campbell’s tax cuts—which favour the wealthy, who spend the rebate in Mexico or Cuba like I will—the budget for domestic modernization and education and social spending declines, and BC loses its competitive edge. Democracy means a government obligation to transparency, as well as political and economic equality in order to maintain a certain standard of living, this with a moral responsibility to healthcare, education, and housing for all. Walter Trkla, Kamloops Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "October is #FosterFamilyMonth. Thank you #BC for opening your homes and hearts to more than 5,900 children and youth." @John_Yap - 11:14pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=16808&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2008 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 2, October 2008  Healthy schools are schools that stay open By Anne Jardine Given the Ministry of Education’s many recent efforts to promote healthy schools, why has there been so little emphasis on the health reasons for keeping smaller schools open? When children can walk to their rural village school or their urban neighbourhood school, there are fewer carbon emissions from bussing those same children across town or down the highway to some larger town, and hence the overall atmosphere of the earth benefits. Non-renewable fossil fuels can thus be conserved and used for generations to come. In terms of revenues, the district saves some of the expenses generated by the daily operation, staffing, and maintenance of school bus fleets, as well as the fuel costs. By keeping neighbourhood schools, we contribute to a greener, healthier planet. The personal health advantages of walking are well documented. Instead of spending hours each week riding a school bus, children benefit from their daily walk to their local school, which will keep them more fit and active and enable the younger children to share valuable time with the parent or other family member who may accompany them. Children may also choose the option of walking home for lunch, allowing them the possibility of a further bit of healthy exercise and the possibility of sharing lunch time with family members. The overall benefits to physical and mental health may not show up on a school district balance sheet this year, but will decrease costs in other ways over the long term—benefits for the health system when people stay healthier and need fewer medical services. By keeping neighbourhood schools, we contribute to a fitter, healthier population. Communities stay stronger when they include local schools. Young families are attracted to live nearby. The vibrant life of a village or neighbourhood is enhanced by having its school at its heart. School-centred healthy social and cultural activities within the neighbourhood keep people from needing to travel so much in the evenings to participate in arts, sports, or civic life. A healthy school, which offers activities and events within the neighbourhood, will decrease recreational travel, conserve resources, and reduce emissions. It also promotes more meaningful local relationships within and between families. When children live fully within their neighbourhoods, they can be more thoughtfully guided by their parents and other significant adults, they feel a greater sense of belonging and self confidence, and they take greater pride in their local institutions. Risky, self-destructive behaviour, crime, and vandalism decrease when children feel connected to their local environment. In terms of revenue, the benefits accrue when fewer dollars need to be spent in replacing vandalized property, or deploying the services of the judicial and correctional systems. By keeping neighbourhood schools, we contribute to healthier, safer communities. There are so many healthy reasons to support and sustain local neighbourhood schools. If “healthy planet, healthy people, and healthy communities” are used as filters for decision making, the value of a neighbourhood school is clear and obvious. The Ministry of Education needs to become healthy itself before it can begin to think in a healthy way. Promoting healthy schools is not only done by making decrees about smoking and healthy food choices. Nor is it sufficient to adjust the already overflowing curriculum by requiring 30 minutes of school time each day for physical exercise. The concept of a healthy school starts right in the neighbourhood where the students live. The Ministry of Education must seriously and proactively consider the health consequences of its current practice of encouraging and expecting boards to close local schools and bus children afar. In this new round of closures, the ministry is not giving due consideration to its own Anne Jardine is a retired teacher, Windermere.)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2011/10/bcpsea-missing-point-on-local.html?showComment0751318521769562,Staffroom Confidential: BCPSEA - missing the point on local bargaining Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Wednesday, October 12, 2011 BCPSEA - missing the point on local bargaining One of the issues on the teacher bargaining table is to move more issues to local Districts and teachers unions to negotiate. The BCTF has used the slogan "local bargaining of local issues by local parties". The idea is that different communities have different needs and those local communities should be able to work through issues and come to solutions that work for them locally. It allows diversity and creativity and innovation. Does this mean some of the same topics will be on different local bargaining tables? Absolutely. But it doesn't mean the issues or the solutions are the same and it doesn't mean each table is replicating the same discussion, as BCPSEA seems to think. For example, one local/District might want to put more resources towards salaries to retain teachers in their community because high teacher turnover is a critical issue. Another might want lower salaries and to put more resources towards smaller class sizes because there are particularly high incidences of students with special needs. Another might want resources put towards travel costs for professional development opportunities if they are in a small town, and will sacrifice a higher salary increase to do this. In all these cases, salary will be on the table. But does this mean all the issues and solutions are the same? Is this duplication? I don't think so - I think it is finding local solutions to local issues by local parties. It is in everyone's interest and leads to better schools. Local resources should be directed to different areas in a flexible manner and school Boards and teachers should be able to talk about what works best in their local communities. BCPSEA's only argument for provincial bargaining is "efficiency". I suppose it is true that a cookie cutter education system might be more "efficient". We could have national curriculum, eliminate school Boards, implement identical timetables, and so on. A master collective agreement would make sense in a system like this. So does scripted curriculum (same page, same content, same day). So does standardized testing. Look south to the US to see lots of examples. Teaching and learning plummets in systems like these. It is ironic that at the same time BCPSEA (on behalf of the provincial government and school Boards) wants increased standardization, everyone else in the education community is talking about increased personalization. There is general agreement that "factory" style schools do not serve individual student needs. Rather than more standardization, we need increased opportunities for individuals and local communities, even if it isn't the most "efficient". Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 9:32 AM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 4 comments: PierreOctober 12, 2011 at 9:39 PM I enjoyed reading this particular comment highlighting the incongruities between what BCPSEA wants for school boards and what it wants for everything and everybody else, in particular teachers and students. What is good for the goose is not good for the gander, apparently!ReplyDelete J-TrainOctober 13, 2011 at 1:31 AM So we should have different standards in BC than we do in say, Quebec? Or let say Alberta? I guess if we can't have the same standards, we should not strike for the same wages?ReplyDelete Tara EhrckeOctober 13, 2011 at 9:02 AM The introduction of national "standards" in the US has been a disaster. See here, for example, for a more thorough discussion. http://www.heritage.org/research/reports/2010/05/why-national-standards-won-t-fix-american-education-misalignment-of-power-and-incentives It's important not to confuse "standards" with "quality". If we want democratic citizenship, critical thinking, inquiry and creativity in our curriculum, then "standards" and "standardized tests" will fail. These types of standards lead to meeting a minimum level of the lowest form of learning - memory recall.ReplyDelete AnonymousOctober 15, 2011 at 6:56 AM Thank you Tara for fighting for personalization. It is very important to me that we stay away from standardization of the system. I wonder if we can convince them though. It seems to me we need more commercials and media to get the word out to the public. Thank you for continuing..... I just wish it didn't take so many meetings and game playing to get there.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ▼  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ▼  October (16) Abbott's plan: some thoughts... Teachers upset with BCPSEA allegations and threats... BCPSEA's hypocritical application to LRB over BC t... Occupy Education Builds Momentum The "transformation agenda" for BC education? - fo... Big brother and the Ministry of Education How to judge a School Board candidate - by their r... Solidarity and the 99% - Why teachers should suppo... Occupying Education Abbott's plan: Drastic changes with no consultatio... Guest post: Tobey Steeves on Bills 27/28 - a perso... BCPSEA - missing the point on local bargaining We are the 99 BC government proposal for class composition is "r... A little interlude... BC School Trustees consider a teacher lockout ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Touring a natural gas drilling rig with @MLA Mike Bernier, and Brian from EnCana http://t.co/AifdJ4H07b" @Teresa_Wat - 06:01pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=17602,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 5, March 2009  Taking the heart out of the Olympics By Paul Demers Is an uncritical view of the games the best we can do for our students? Situated between Vancouver and Whistler, Squamish is at the heart of the 2010 Olympics. Well, we were at one time; we even had banners lining our streets proclaiming us “the Heart of 2010.” Before Vancouver won the Olympic bid, VANOC was elated to have Squamish as cheerleader. Our “Heart of 2010” banners were strung along the Sea-to-Sky Highway to show IOC members that our community—and the people of BC—supported the bid. It worked. We were all so happy. Then things changed. About a year after getting the bid, Squamish received word from VANOC that the “Heart of 2010” slogan was a copyright infringement; the banners would have to come down. This was shortly after the Olympia Pizza fiasco in Vancouver. Since that time, VANOC and the IOC have continued to enforce their heavy-handed and mean-spirited copyright and sponsor protection efforts. Recently, a Squamish mother took her daughter to the Callaghan Valley cross-country centre to rent her some skis and send her out for a day on the trails, but she only had a Mastercard and the Callaghan is an Olympic site. Because Visa is the Olympic sponsor—and Mastercard is not—she was unable to rent the equipment to have her daughter ski. So although the Callaghan is a taxpayer-funded facility, British Columbians without Visa cards can’t use it because of a corporate sponsorship agreement. Something is terribly wrong with this picture. I think that most of us try not to be cynical about the Olympics—it is one of the few events that brings the world together in celebration—but news on January 22 that the IOC has banished “Right to Play” from all Olympic venues stopped me in my tracks. “Right to Play” is a Toronto-based non-profit that uses sports and play programs with disadvantaged youth in third-world nations to improve health, develop life skills, and foster peace. The organization, which was created by Olympic athletes at the Lillehammer Olympic, has grown steadily and maintained a stellar reputation around the world. So why would the Olympic movement cut ties with this organization? Simple: money. “Right to Play” is sponsored by Mitsubishi and GM is the official Olympic sponsor. VANOC had opened this hornet's nest in October 2008 with a ruling that “Right to Play” wouldn't be permitted in the athlete’s village. Public outrage forced VANOC to backtrack, and it appears that they left the IOC to finish the job. As a teacher stuck right in the middle of the Olympic Dream, I’m beginning to have real concerns about my relationship with the Games. Our school board is an uncritical supporter of the Olympics and actively encourages teachers and students to get involved, even offering “2010 Olympic Workshops” with classroom and school activities to teachers. We’ve also had assemblies in which our secondary school students were being recruited to volunteer during the Games. But I wonder about the ethics of getting too close to what has to be seen as a corporate organization. In this sense, the Olympics is not unlike Pepsi and Nike, and we would never allow our students or our curriculum to be compromised to promote those corporate agendas. So what is different about the Olympics? Why feel that we have to jump on board the bandwagon? I suspect we all hope that the Olympics maintain some of the ideals espoused by its founder, Pierre de Coubertin. I think that despite the evidence, we’ve come to see the Olympics as unsullied by money and greed. Somehow above it all. But it’s impossible to ignore the facts. For teachers and students in BC, however, these Olympics can offer the opportunity to examine the Games and to test some of our assumptions. I believe the Olympics provide us with the chance to critically examine the role of corporate structure in sport and entertainment. We should explore government’s role in the Olympics. It’s incumbent upon us as educators not only to cheer for Canada, but also to jeer when the principles of “Swifter, Higher, Stronger” are more represented in corporate greed than in athletic prowess. It’s not enough to be the “heart of 2010,” we can and should also provide some thought about ethical issues around the Olympics for our students. Paul Demers teaches at Howe Sound Secondary School, Squamish. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/TeachingResources.aspx?printPage=true,Teaching Resources  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Teaching Resources Teaching Resources BCTF resources Global Classroom  Social Justice Action Groups (Antipoverty, Antiracism, Environmental Justice, LGBTQ, Peace and Global Education, Status of Women) Teaching to Diversity: ESL, Learning Assistance, Special Education  Video resources   Youth, Unions, and You  TeachBC The BCTF has launched TeachBC, our new website and online database for BCTF members to share teaching resources relevant to the BC K-12 curriculum. Teachers are encouraged to help us build this resource by uploading your teaching materials, lessons, and research. Provincial Specialist Associations The Federation's provincial specialist associations are a valuable source for teaching resources. Curriculum resources Links to selected BC, Canadian, and American curriculum resources. Teacher organizations and professional associations in Canada also provide excellent resources. IRPs/Ministry resources Curriculum, Classroom Assessment, and Learning Resources  Integrated Resource Packages (IRPs)  Learning Resources  Research resources Education Resources Information Center (ERIC)  The Educators Reference Desk  Online journals (BCTF Information Services) Ressources sur Internet Pédagogie )
(20141008,gt.net,https://gt.net/,GT.net: Performance Hosting Hosting Dedicated Clustered Private Cloud Applications Advantage Managed Infrastructure Services   Organization Company Contact Support Home MENU GT.net GT.net Hosting Dedicated Single-tenant, bare metal or VPS Starting at $250/month Clustered Multi-server and fully managed Starting at $600/month Private Cloud On demand resource scaling Starting at $2,000/month Applications Request Tracker, WordPress, etc. Starting at $125/month Advantage Managed Learn what Managed Hosting means to us, and how it helps you Infrastructure Global reach and enterprise-grade technology for high availability Services Add-on services ranging from Optimization to Disaster Recovery   Company About Us Application Development + Web Hosting = Performance Hosting Contact Let's talk hosting! We'd love to hear from you Support Need help? Let us know and we'll get somebody on it!   GT.net IS PERFORMANCE HOSTING We're an experienced hosting provider that understands websites and web applications. With nearly two decades of web application development and a decade of hosting — there's nobody else like us. More about Advantages Hosting Options Dedicated Dedicated Are you a startup, small enterprise, or reseller and have out-grown your current hosting service? Is poor performance holding you back from growing your business? Our Dedicated Hosting is ideal for websites with relatively basic technical requirements. More about Dedicated Clustered Clustered Designed for SMEs and enterprises, our Clustered Hosting is for sites moving beyond the capabilities of a single dedicated server, or have complex technical requirements with stringent performance, reliability, and security needs. More about Clustered Private Cloud Private Cloud Need lock-down security, dedicated resources, and reliable high-powered performance? Our Private Cloud Hosting gives you full control of your server platform and predictable cost management. Customize as many VMs as you like at a fixed price. More about Private Cloud Performance Experts Web and Application Performance Experts Unlike other hosting providers, we don't shy away from your code. PHP, Perl, MySQL, WordPress, Magento, etc. — they're all within our toolset. We bring the knowledge, processes, and experience to ensure your site or application is performing brilliantly. GTmetrix Built completely in-house, GTmetrix uses Google PageSpeed and Yahoo! YSlow to report on multiple site speed factors. With features like video playback, monitored alerts, and multiple test regions, you'll get actionable recommendations on how to make your site faster. Application Testing Being web developers ourselves, we "play in the same playground" as many of our clients. Application optimization involves understanding the app framework and underlying code as well as discovering if inefficiencies exist. Is your application running the best it can? Don't know? Don't worry, we can help. Database/Stress Testing Knowing how a website performs under even the most extreme conditions is crucial when it comes to user satisfaction and repeat visits. Our clients trust us to perform intense stress testing and tuning — we'll assess your site, devise a plan and implement the code changes — all in-house. Ask other hosting providers if they can do that for you. More about Optimization Application Hosting Tired of dealing with multiple vendors? Trust us to handle it all. Our deep experience with hosted applications like Request Tracker, WordPress, and Zimbra can help you increase reliability, reduce costs, and lower IT management requirements. GT.net supports and partners with select hosted technologies. Our secure servers and hands-on customization afford you worry-free hosting. Don’t over-tax your IT department — Minimize your internal IT workload and let GT.net deploy, manage, customize, and scale hosted applications. Request Tracker An industry-trusted issue tracking system, used for bug tracking, help desk tickets, customer service tickets, workflow processes, and more. Get the most out of RT — without the with setup and maintenance headaches. More About Request Tracker WordPress The most ubiquitous blogging/CMS platform on the Internet can unfortunately be vulnerable to attacks. In addition, high trafficked blogs might experience slow page loads. Our Hosted WordPress can give you a fast, stable, and secure setup. More About WordPress Bricolage A Perl-based, open source content management system that we know inside out. If you have complicated site requirements and workflows, we can help you set-up and optimize it. More About Bricolage AdvertPro A self-hosted scalable ad solution for publishers, advertisers, and networks that delivers consistent, blazingly fast, targeted ad delivery. Our Hosted AdvertPro brings together AdvertPro's technology and GT.net's powerful servers to do exactly that. More About AdvertPro Zimbra An enterprise-class, open source e-mail, calendar, and collaboration system, developed by VMware. If your IT department is already overtaxed, GT.net can deploy, manage, customize, and scale Hosted Zimbra to minimize your internal IT workload. More About Zimbra Reliable Infrastructure Enterprise-class Data Centers and Infrastructure Global availability, worldwide presence, and enterprise-class infrastructure — operated and supported by engineering experts who love getting their hands dirty in applications and code. Global Data Centers GT.net data centers are distributed around the world, offering stability, risk mitigation, and geographic load balancing. Each data center features high security and is powered by environmentally friendly, fail-safe power systems. Security and Compliance Safeguarding your sensitive data starts with rocks-solid hosting infrastructure, active involvement in undergoing our own audits in PCI/DSS and SSAE16, and then working with you to ensure your systems are fully covered. Trusted by the Best As the trusted technical and business advisor for SMEs, Fortune 500 brands, and non-profit organizations throughout the world, we embrace and cater to each of our client's unique hosting needs. More about Our Infrastructure Decades of Experience Web Technology Experts Since 1995 Our clients often tell us that we do what others just promise. We think this is because of our personal approach; we work closely with clients to understand their exact problems and goals. And we’re here whenever they need us, providing solutions based on years of technical experience. More about Our Company Need Performance Hosting? Yes! Tell Me More! From The Blog GT.net and Heartbleed: Relax, You're Safe! New Home for Web Hosting: GT.net The Student Room was expanding wildly: GT.net help them set a straight course. Read all blog entries Hosting Dedicated Clustered Private Cloud Applications Advantage Managed Infrastructure Services   Organization Company Contact Support Home © 2014 GT.net. A Gossamer Threads company. 5th Floor, 455 Granville St., Vancouver, BC V6C 1T1, Canada | Legal)
(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2011/06/strategic-facilities-plans-plan-for.html?showComment0751307423058458,Staffroom Confidential: Strategic facilities plans - a plan for more school closures? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Monday, June 6, 2011 Strategic facilities plans - a plan for more school closures? Every District in BC was asked by the Ministry to make a long term strategic plan for their facilities use. Many have chosen to contract out this work to a company called "Stantec consulting", which has produced a sort of boiler plate report for multiple districts. I have only looked in detail at the report for Greater Victoria, but is is evident that there are some serious flaws in the report. The full report is available here: http://www.sd61.bc.ca/finsrvs/ops1011/agendas/2011_06_13.pdf The report barely mentions the single biggest issue with respect to long term facilities planning: the opening of catchments. In 2002, the BC Liberals allowed parents to "select" a school, rather than having to register for their neighborhood school. This has created a huge amount of chaos in the enrollment and registration processes. It has led to less choice in many schools (fewer students means fewer course offerings), and a lot of staffing changes. Typically now, many teachers are laid off in May when enrollments are very uncertain, and then rehired in September when the enrollments firm up. This means many classes experience multiple teachers during the month of September. It also means facilities planning has been very difficult - particularly when Districts do not seem to want ANY empty space. Doncaster school just underwent a renovation and removed classrooms, and the following year portables were needed to accommodate the new Kindergarten classes. While the report suggests "limiting enrollment" in a few schools, it does not examine the issue of open catchments holistically, even though it is one of the primary sources of problems for school planning, including facilities planning. The Victoria report includes in it's "principles" for facilities planning: * strive for increased efficiency in operational and capital costs * optimize administrative costs within the available funding It is no doubt these principles will result in plans with portables on fields, rather than extra space in schools. The report indicates the District should be enabled to: "decommission space". Extra space is "less efficient". From an educational perspective, extra space is a dream - the ability to have small groups work in separate areas, set up additional learning environments, and have adequate space for teacher preparation time. Perhaps the biggest flaw in the report is the use of 2020 as an end date. Using this date means this "planning" exercise might actually create a space crisis in the years to follow. Enrollment projections are available to 2028. Yet the report only uses data to 2020. The projections for Secondary enrollment dip and bottom out in 2017. But the Kindergarten numbers show that after 2020, there will be a long term and significant increase at all levels. If decisions are made based on the low numbers in the "dips", there will be insufficient space immediately afterwords. The Victoria numbers show almost no change in total headcount between 2010 and 2019. Yet the Kindergarten numbers for BC show an increase of 7000 across BC in that same period (about a 20%) increase. This means the 15 years beyond 2020 are going to look very different than the ten years leading up to 2020. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 11:32 AM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 1 comment: David BratzerJune 6, 2011 at 10:04 PM I wrote an essay about this in the Times-Colonist back on May 20. It's great to see this issue is getting some attention. These school district facility plans have become a gold mine for private consultants across the province.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ▼  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ▼  June (14) Saanich board convinces gov't to release hold-back... BC teachers vote 90% in favour of job action Trustees give raise for themselves, but propose ze... Why does the CUPW dispute matter for teachers and ... Community Social Services workers prepare for job ... BCPSEA, Gov't and Trustees: Proposing Wisconsin No... A 21st Century Educator Personalized Learning: Portfolio writ large? The myth of the "me too" clause Saanich Board submits deficit budget BCPSEA: Fostering division and polarization or pro... Wondering what "personlized learning" means? Just ... Strategic facilities plans - a plan for more schoo... Back to the Future? Will the Liberals under Christ... ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2011/08/highest-funding-ever-then-why-net-zero.html,Staffroom Confidential: Highest funding ever? Then why the "net zero" mandate? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, August 30, 2011 Highest funding ever? Then why the "net zero" mandate? Highest funding ever? Another misleading communique from the BC Liberals - "Education by the Numbers" - was released just in time for school start up. The "numbers" attempt to show how terrific the funding has been for BC schools under the Liberal government. Hopefully, this propaganda will go just as far as the HST ads. You only need to walk into any school Board and ask a Trustee if funding is indeed "the highest ever" to get a realist answer (have a look at Richmond School Board's "Advocacy" page for some examples of funding letters from Boards to the Ministry: http://www.sd38.bc.ca/district/board/advocacy%20letters) The Liberals use raw numbers (no inflation adjustment) for per pupil funding to make their claim - a mistake in itself as it fails to address inflation and increased costs (like the HST!) and deals with only one piece of education funding (per pupil amounts). This would be like describing taxes based only on income tax and not including sales tax, wealth tax, corporate tax, and so on. Education funding has many components of which per pupil funding is only one. Moreover, the so called "highest ever" is even more misleading because in 2002, a significant increase in per pupil funding was accompanied by dramatically decreased and in many cases eliminated targeted funding for students with special needs. The total amount "added" to per pupil funding was offset by the elimination of targeted funding. When you look at the overall education budget, the claim of "highest funding ever" is simply not true. That per pupil number is now going not just to the costs of educating that one student, but also for the educational assistants, the learning assistant teachers, the support for learning disabled children, and so on. In actuality, a smaller amount is now left over for the basic per pupil costs than we have seen in two decades. Moreover, special education, which no longer receives targeted funding, has been devastated under this scheme. It is typical for an autistic child to have support from an educational assistant for only half of their school day. Yet their autism is there 24/7. A typical middle school child in Victoria who requires learning assistance gets an unbelievable 18 minutes per week. No wonder parents are using private services after school hours in droves. The public system is no longer providing what their children need. In 2001, education funding as a percentage of our budget expenditures was over 19%. Today it is 15%. This is a fair measure of the value this government has placed on public education - a decrease in funding by one quarter. It compares apples to apples - total funding in real dollars (e.g. inflation accounted for). Another fair number is the percent of GDP (Gross Domestic Product, or our total generated wealth) - from 3.7% of GDP to 3.2% of GDP. Then why the "net zero"? The funding claim was no surprise - we have heard it all before. But I was taken aback that they chose this moment in time to "re-release" the mis-leading data. After all, all we hear at the bargaining table and in the media is the "mandate" and the government's need to lower "costs". So,... Highest funding ever but 12,000 oversize classes and growing every year? Highest funding ever but they cannot restore $275 million for class size/composition? Highest funding ever but teacher salaries drop to 8th from 3rd in Canada? Highest funding ever but a "net zero" mandate? Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 12:43 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 5 comments: C. WelchAugust 30, 2011 at 2:30 PM Hi Tara, Another great post! I'm currently debating with some non-educators over these very issues. Could you supply me with specific references regarding your points re: raw numbers and % of GDP? I'd love to have these in "my back pocket". Thanks again! ColinReplyDelete Tara EhrckeAugust 30, 2011 at 7:33 PM A really excellent overview of the change to the funding formula for BC schools was written by a former Victoria School Trustee, Charley Beresford, in a report called "When more is less". It is available here: www.civicgovernance.ca/files/uploads/WhenMoreisLess.pdf The GDP numbers are from "The numbers tell the story"..an excellent pamphlet from the BCTF about education funding. It is here: bctf.ca/uploadedFiles/issues/Education.../TheNumbersTellTheStory.pdf The numbers in relation to budgetary spending are also from the BCTF research department, and available here: http://www.inspiringfutures.ca/infographic.phpReplyDelete C. WelchAugust 30, 2011 at 7:48 PM Perfect! Thanks Tara! ColinReplyDelete Langley Teachers' AssociationAugust 30, 2011 at 9:16 PM Hi Tara, Thank you for the background information on Education Funding in BC. Very useful as we head into the new school year. RichardReplyDelete Ian WenigerAugust 31, 2011 at 9:29 AM Tara, thanks for this blog. myBCTF would be very well served if Staffroom Confidential or some other daily commentary were available. Please raise this issue with the executive.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ▼  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ▼  August (6) $$$ for senior bureaucrats, but not a penny for pu... Highest funding ever? Then why the "net zero" mand... Arbitrator rules on local bargaining allowed for B... New school year, another 12,000 overcrowded classe... Teacher bargaining resumes at provincial table 4 lessons from the long (hot?) summer ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11530,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 19, Number 5, March 2007 Is full-time teaching hazardous? by Anne Jardine Is full-time teaching hazardous to one’s health? Is the job just too demanding, time consuming and stressful? Some teachers—the 1.0 FTE casualties—leave the profession, or they try unsuccessfully to adapt, sometimes by sacrificing family stability or personal health. Exhaustion disorders, depression, and addictions are a few examples of unsuccessful adaptations. Other teachers—the 1.0 FTE survivors—adapt to these time demands within their full-time assignment by changing their teaching strategies, perhaps by lowering their standards, by simplifying their marking or planning, by using shortcuts, by not following up on all student behavioural concerns, by reducing abstract or complex learning outcomes, by teaching to the test, by dumbing down their courses, or by dropping their extracurricular activities. Recently a Golden teacher requested a .15 FTE reduction in her assignment. Here is an excerpt from her letter to the board (used with permission). "In my first three months of a full-time teaching assignment in BC I have struggled greatly with the demands on my time. The difference is simply this: in Ontario, New Zealand, and Australia, teachers are allotted five to six periods a week to prepare in comparison to BC’s three. This is largely insufficient. I now produce lessons well below the standard of which I am capable. I am suffering professionally. My students are suffering in the classroom. "Since I refuse to lower my standards, I have had to request a reduction in workload. I do so reluctantly, but my commitment to educate students to a high standard leaves me two choices: teach at less than full-time or leave the profession. "I wonder how many excellent teachers in my position will choose the latter. "I appreciate your time and effort in reconsidering the definition of full-time teaching in BC." This teacher is unwilling to even consider any of these workload-coping strategies. She is going to buy herself a block of preparation time by reducing her FTE. For several years now, teachers have had to resort to seeking personal relief, making personal adaptations, and personal financial sacrifices in order to accommodate their workload. This Golden teacher is not alone. Many have requested reduced assignments. The move to part-time has become a trend. Although the board has always been supportive and sympathetic in granting requests for reduced assignments, this conscientious Golden teacher does not really want to drop to part-time. Her letter is a passionate plea for more reasonable preparation time and workload. In the 2006–07 WTA Working and Learning Conditions Report released in November, a whole section was included that examined the trend to part-time from the David Thompson Secondary School experience. The conclusion to that section states: "It seems each year a greater number of teachers move to part-time. There are many reasons for this trend, but it is not unreasonable to question whether the demands of a full-time teacher’s workload are taking a toll on people’s health." After reading the letter of our Golden colleague, and hearing her desperate call for a broader discussion of workload, it became clear that this is not a problem particular to one school. In the whole of Rocky Mountain District, there are 231 teachers on assignment this year; 40 of them, or 15%, have requested reduced assignments. In approaching this trend from a broader professional perspective, as our Golden colleague has requested, there are a number of interrelated issues that deserve further consideration. Thoughtful discussion is needed in school staff rooms, amongst teachers themselves and with administrators. More analysis is needed. Why is workload so excessive? These are just three of the most immediate ways in which teacher workload has become more complex and intense as more district and ministry expectations are added to our work: Standardized testing and the associated marking, and other local assessment initiatives connected with needs for data and accountability, have put increased demands on teacher time.   More complex and time-consuming report card procedures have recently been imposed.   The increase of IEP work resulting from the mainstreaming of students with special needs, as well as the advocacy and complex nurturing required by many of these special needs students have become a major part of the average teacher’s day. New demands are added, yet none of the traditional teaching duties are subtracted. Class sizes are often very large, considering the diversity and special needs of the pupils. This intensification of workload has put enormous stress on teachers. This stress has also affected the overall operations of schools. These are some of the negative effects on school operation resulting from the trend to part-time as a personal workload adaptation: School departments are fragmented. Finding a time that works for a department meeting is very complex. Some teachers have to attend two or three different department meetings, sometimes on the same day, and have to be in two or more places at once. Some actually try to do this, and even succeed to some extent! Specialist teachers who still manage to devote their whole attention to one discipline are providing mentorship and support for their fragmented colleagues as much as they can, without any time in which to do so. Generalist teachers are often too fragmented to develop depth of content confidence. A teacher who is not on a full-time FTE will not necessarily be contributing his or her full mind and heart to the school and its community of concerns. Part-time teachers do not necessarily attend all staff meetings or professional development activities. Many with health or family concerns cannot always attend. They are only required to be there to the proportional FTE of their assignment. The loss of coaches for sports teams and teacher sponsors for other extracurricular activities has been evident for several years as teachers adapt to the intensification of their workloads. Even among those who still manage the demands of 1.0 FTE, a great many teachers do not have time to coach or run clubs anymore. Many teachers leave the school premises as soon as their actual assigned time is finished, so they are not available for students informally seeking extra help or colleagues informally seeking collaborative planning opportunities. Although working part-time may help individuals to cope with their workloads, the trend to part-time has not always been a good solution for schools. The dilemma is that chronic- and stress-related illnesses continue to rise among teachers. More and more of them are driven to seek personal accommodations. Perfectly healthy teachers are requesting part-time assignments as a means of limiting their workload, preserving their health, and meeting the needs of their families. Concerns and questions abound. Are the expectations of full-time teachers making people sick? (7) Are teachers who request reduced assignments trying to protect themselves from unreasonable pressures on their personal health and family time? Are these part-time adaptations creating a retreat from professionalism? Is a daily preparation block for BC teachers an impossible dream? Can the definition of a full-time teacher be reconsidered, as our Golden colleague hopes? Healthy, highly motivated and highly professional teachers are essential to effective schools, and healthy, successful students. It is time to take a humane look at the whole picture of teacher workload. Rebalancing is needed. Anne Jardine is president of the Windermere Teachers’ Association. References available on request. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141007,uinterview.com,http://uinterview.com/news/exclusive-vanessa-williams-worried-what-parents-would-think-during-penthouse-scandal-4617,EXCLUSIVE: Vanessa Williams Worried About Parents During Nude Photos Scandal | News | Uinterview October 07, 2014 Get our free iPhone app + our free iPad app Follow: Pinterest Tumblr Google+ RSS Feed Follow @uinterview Uinterview - u ask. they tell. News Ask Your Questions Animal Planet's Galaxy Jackson More Info Submit Home Videos News Reviews Comedy Music U Q&A Style U Bio U Blog U Rants Horoscope TIFF 2014 U Ask U Bio Forum U Rant Forum Login Register Join Our Mailing list OK Submit News Vanessa Williams Helen Williams Prev Are 'Game Of Thrones' Stars Kit Harrington & Rose Leslie Back On? Who Is Courteney Cox's Boyfriend & Rumored Fiance Johnny McDaid? 'Human Barbie' Valeria Lukyanova Shares Make-Up Free Selfie Tim Lambesis, As I Lay Dying Frontman, Pleads Guilty To Solicitation Of Murder 'True Detective' Premiere Recap: Woody Harrelson & Matthew McConaughey Star In New HBO Series Vanessa Hudgens Jogs In Los Angeles Next EXCLUSIVE: Vanessa Williams Worried About Parents During Nude Photos Scandal 05/30/2012 In 1983, Vanessa Williams became the first African-American woman to be crowned Miss America, but the personal and historical milestone was quickly tarnished when Penthouse magazine revealed that it had bought and planned to publish nude photos of the aspiring actress and singer. At age 20, Vanessa let go of her title and relinquished her reign, but what she remembers most about that time nearly 30 years ago was how her parents would react. Vanessa, now 49, wrote about that chaotic time in her life in a new book, You Have No Idea, co-authored by her mother, Helen Williams. "It was a Friday the 13th in July when I was in Watertown, New York, there to crown the Miss New York that I had won the year before," Vanessa recounts in our exclusive video. "And I was doing an interview with the New York Post about Geraldine Ferraro; it had just been announced that she was vice presidential candidate along with Mondale on the ticket, and I said that was great! And the interviewer said, 'Oh, by the way, we heard from a very reliable source that there's going to be, you're going to be on the cover of Penthouse Magazine.' And I said, 'I don’t know what you're talking about.'" Vanessa explained that her initial confusion gave way to terror — not so much about what the public would think, but how she would be able to face her mom and dad. "Of course my reaction was, 'What’s going on?' I knew that I hadn't signed any release for any photos. I really had no idea what was about to come. So, you know, at 21 years of age it's sheer panic and terror. And my initial reaction was not 'What am I going to do about the crown?' but 'What's going to happen to my life and my family's life?' I think the initial response is, you don't want to disappoint your parents. The reaction was, 'How am I going to tell my parents?'" Luckily, Vanessa was able to turn adversity into fruition: she went on to create a storied, multi-faceted career that landed her mulitple Grammy, Emmy and Tony nominations. Most recently, Vanessa's starring roles in ABC's Ugly Betty and Desperate Housewives have introduced her remarkable talent to a whole new generation of fans. As the fierce fashionista boss Wilhelmina on Ugly Betty, Vanessa looked to her mother again — this time for inspiration. "Wilhelmina was a strong boss who's very opinionated and, really, was impatient, and didn’t really have much tolerance for ineptitude," Vanessa explained. "And if it was in her face she would give 'the look,' which is one of the ones that my mother has mastered, which is, you know, the eyebrow and the cold stare. And it became so effective that they didn’t even have to write it out, they'd just say, 'Wilhelmina gives the look.' I attribute the look to my mother, because she's the one, after being a school teacher for almost forty years, she definitely mastered it." Watch the video here: Get the free Uinterview iPhone app for latest News updates Read more: Vanessa Williams, Helen Williams Comments There are no comments. To comment on this article login or register. Post More News Jennifer Lawrence Addresses Nude Picture Leak, Calls It 'Disgusting' 10/07/2014 Mark Wahlberg & Amanda Seyfried Film 'Ted 2' In New York City 10/07/2014 Stephen Collins, Dad On '7th Heaven' Allegedly Confesses Molesting Young Girls - Report 10/07/2014 Coco Rocha Announces Pregnancy With Strange Video 10/07/2014 Nick Hogan, Hulk Hogan's Son, Targeted In Latest Nude Photo Leak 10/07/2014 Raven-Symone Opens Up About Girlfriend, Not Wanting To Be Called 'Gay' Or 'African-American' 10/07/2014 Most Popular News Lisa Kudrow Ordered To Pay Former Manager Scott Howard $1.6 Million In Lawsuit Kendall And Kylie Jenner Wear Revealing Dresses On MMVA Red Carpet ‘NSYNC Reunites At 2013 MTV Video Music Awards With Justin Timberlake [VIDEO] April Fool's Day Tweets: Best Celeb Pranksters Hit Twitter Why Sia Doesn't Show Her Face Most Popular Videos Scarlett Johansson And Joseph Gordon-Levitt On 'Don Jon,' Sex Scenes Brenton Thwaites & Odeya Rush On 'The Giver,' Taylor Swift, Meryl Streep, Jeff Bridges Billy Crudup On 'Blood Ties,' Clive Owen, Zoe Saldana Kristin Bauer Van Straten Video Interview On 'True Blood' Season 5 Shawn Ashmore On 'X-Men: Days Of Future Past,' Ice Man, 'X-Men: Apocalypse' Top Comedy Videos Yvette Nicole Brown Tells The Funniest Joke She's Ever Heard Joan Rivers' 9 Funniest Moments 12 Times Reporters Lost Their Minds On Air Joy Behar Tells Her Favorite Dirty Joke Funniest Tweets Of The Week U Blog Suggestions For 'The Teen Titans' Television Series A DC Comics Film Wishlist – Nightwing Please! The Rock Picks Black Adam. Good Choice! More blog posts Links to our partners Uinterview on Facebook Follow Uinterview on Twitter Uinterview on YouTube Uinterview on MySpace SheKnows Entertainment Huffington Post Comedy Maxim Monsters and Critics True-Blood.net Truebloodnet.com Home Videos News Reviews Comedy Music U Q&A Style U Bio U Blog U Rants Horoscope About © 2014 Uinterview, Inc. Editor's Note Masthead Advertise Contact Privacy Terms UGC Visit Uinterview on: Facebook Twitter Google+ Tumblr Pinterest)
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 Anyone can lose hope, at any point in life. People who are depressed lose hope that their lives will ever get better. In the most extreme cases, when all hope is gone, severely depressed people may choose not to live anymore. Hopelessness is at the root of failed relationships too. When relationships problems remain unresolved, trust is lost and effort can seem pointless. When either partner stops trying, hope that the relationship can get better fades and the relationship breaks down. Hopelessness knows no bounds, if the conditions are right for it to grow.   Hopelessness can even spread through our schools. The children who don't make it through school to graduation are often the ones who lose all hope that they can do what is required to be successful at school. Some don't have hope that they will ever have the academic skills to succeed, even if they keep trying. Others lose hope in their social competence or social acceptance. And for some, hope is lost in their lives outside of school, due to poverty, addictions, abuse or neglect - issues that prevent them from being physically present and mentally engaged in school. A child who has difficulty learning a specific skill, such as reading, writing, making friends or following rules, needs to have hope that with support and effort, he or she will learn that skill. Educators, and I mean everyone who works with children and youth at school, need to have hope for their students as well. Students can lose hope when their needs are not met and their skills lag behind those of their peers, and it is often the encouragement and support that comes from a caring adult at school that allows them to persist.  Children come to school with all kinds of strengths and challenges, but the opportunity to succeed at public school is the one thing they all have in common. As public educators, our job is to educate all students regardless of the barriers they may face, but success for all students is only possible if all students’ needs are met. This is why, in addition to teaching the curriculum, we run breakfast and lunch programs, lunchtime social clubs, extra-curricular sports and performing arts, after school academic support programs, and more, often with the help of equally dedicated and passionate parents. It is also why we need specialists like vision teachers, counsellors, speech and language pathologists, special education teachers, and school psychologists. Providing these kinds of supports are not optional, if we want every child to succeed and have hope that they can. These supports are also necessary for educators to remain hopeful about what we are doing in public education, a system that is so fundamental to our democratic society.   Like many educators and policy makers, I believe our education system needs to change so that our future generations have the skills and competencies to face the challenges ahead. Our "factory model" schools that were designed to prepare students for jobs that are disappearing or gone need an update. Our world is changing, and so must our education system. Many educators and researchers around the world who are involved in special education, assessment, technology and curriculum design and delivery have been working on what and how we should change for years now. But paradigm shifts take time, training and resources. We can't expect a committee, such as the one suggested in the government's last proposal to the BCTF, to figure out how to meet the diverse needs of our students in our rapidly changing world while the current, underfunded system still exists.   Continuing to take resources away from public education, before we have a functioning system for 21st century learning in place, only ensures that more students will not have their needs met. It ensures that fewer specialists will be able to give students what they need to be successful and that educators will have less time to develop positive relationships with their students, which are essential for student engagement in school. And as anyone who has been a student knows, if you are not engaged, you don't learn. Inadequate funding also ensures that the next generation will make fewer contributions to society and that the risk factors for poverty, addictions, mental health problems and criminal activity are increased, at a huge social and economic cost to all of us. Ultimately, it ensures that conditions are prime for hopelessness to grow in our students and our educators.  I have to believe that quality public education in British Columbia is not a lost cause. I know that if I lose hope in this belief, I will no longer be able to work as a school psychologist in BC's public schools. When I do an assessment, and I conclude that a student has a learning, intellectual or behaviour challenge, I'm not doing my job if I haven't given that student, and his or her teachers and parents, hope that he or she can make progress, that they can still thrive in school and in life, and that they can contribute to their communities in meaningful ways. With the right evidence-based support, interventions and strategies, I truly believe that all children can be successful in our schools and beyond. But our education system must be adequately funded for the support, interventions and strategies needed to be possible.   To the present and future students of British Columbia's public schools, I ask you to believe that teachers are fighting for you. We are fighting for your right to quality public education. We are demanding that you get the help you need when you need it so that you can reach your potential, achieve your dreams, and always have hope that you can succeed.   To the thousands of BC students who lost hope over the past twelve years and gave up on their education, I ask you to believe that there are educators in schools across our province who remember you, care about you and still want you to succeed.   To Robin Austin, my MLA, and to my local school board, I ask you to advocate for mediation. I ask you to question how this government can justify using millions of our tax dollars on things like ad campaigns against the BCTF and the roof on BC Place rather than the restoration of funding to secure class size and composition limits and funding for specialists that has been taken from public education over the past twelve years. I have hope that your support will make a difference.   To my colleagues in public education around the province, I ask you to stay strong. I know that you know what is at stake. We cannot continue to work in stressful conditions that are often unsafe for ourselves and for our students. We cannot stand by while our most vulnerable students slip through the ever-widening cracks in our schools. I ask you to have hope that this will all be worth it.   To the citizens of British Columbia, including the parents of children who attend public schools, I ask that you recognize the importance of our public education system to our society and our economy. The connection is undeniable when you consider the well-documented link between success at school and long-term outcomes such as health and employment. I ask you to understand that teachers' wages and benefits are not at the core of this strike. In fact, the BCTF and BCPSEA are closer on wages than anything else. The public school teachers of British Columbia are fighting for a public education system that gives hope to all students, regardless of the challenges and barriers that each child brings to school, because hope is essential for student success. In a province with child poverty rates as high as ours, and a legacy of cuts to programs and services that support children and families, the challenges and barriers are increasing, and hope is diminishing, so we need your support. I ask you to stand with teachers to demand that our provincial government adequately fund public education so that all students can succeed, because their success benefits all of us.  Melanie Baerg, School Psychologist, Coast Mountains School District 82 About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=8244,BCTF News Releases  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources   For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development News Release Archives 2014  2013  2012    2011 2010  2009  2008 2007  2006  Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2006 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE October 17, 2006 Back to class for BC's teachers When teachers enter the classroom Friday it won't be as teachers, but as students. Thousands of the province's teachers will become students for the weekend to learn the latest developments in educational theory and practice as part of a province-wide professional development day, Friday, October 20. The day marks the start of dozens of different conferences around the province that range from one to three days and even longer. "Professional development days help us stay on top of up-to-date teaching methods and new ideas that enhance teaching and learning," says Jinny Sims, president of the BC Teachers' Federation. "These professional development days are an integral part of our professional commitment to meeting the complex needs of our students." At other times of the year, including spring and summer breaks, BCTF members enrol in classes and workshops, and attend university to keep up with the pace of change in education. "Professional development days complement and foster their thirst for lifelong learning," says Sims. This weekend's conferences are organized by teacher volunteers who work with the BCTF's Provincial Specialist Associations (PSA). The associations bring together teachers who specialize in subjects such as math or social studies, and teachers who share an interest in specialized fields of learning such as computers and First Nations studies. Some of the conferences offered are listed below, but a complete listing of conferences around the province can be found at http://pdonline.bctf.ca/conferences/PD-Calendar.cfm October 19–21 Victoria. Math in Bloom. Victoria Conference Centre. Keynote speakers are David McKillop, Arthur Benjamin, and David Surfin. http://www.bctf.bc.ca/bcamt/nw2006 October 19–21 Whistler. Quality Education for the Next Generation, TELUS Whistler Conference Centre. http://www.bcbea.ca October 19–21 Surrey. Breathing New Life into Teaching Technology, with keynote speaker Chris Johnson, Fraser Heights Secondary School. Contact Brad Purves, purves_b@sd36.bc.ca or Martin Lim, lim_m@sd36.bc.ca October 20 Vancouver. Inclusionary Practices: Building a Community of Learners in our Classrooms with Vianne Timmons, PhD, University of PEI. Contact Alan Peterson, fax 250-554-9358, or e-mail lataconference@hotmail.com October 20 Prince Rupert. Educators Against Racism. Contact Louisa Sanchez at lsanchez@sd52.bc.ca or Carl Beach at carlhbeach@hotmail.com October 20 Vancouver. Diverse Learners: A look at differentiation. Holiday Inn Vancouver Centre, West Broadway. Contact Linnea Lanstrom, 250-847-2192, or llanstrom@hotmail.com October 20 Richmond. Literacy without Borders. Contact Dauvery MacDonald at dmacdonald@richmond.sd.38.bc.ca, or Nicole Widdess,nwiddess@richmond.sd38.bc.ca October 20 Vancouver. Inspiring Sustainability in BC Schools: Teaching and Learning for Awareness, Action and Change. Vancouver Museum. Contact: Nichole Marples, marplesn@yahoo.ca Ph: (604) 533-6136. Further information: http://www.bctf.ca/eepsa. October 20–21 Port Moody. "Me to We: Educating Creative, Compassionate and Committed Young Leaders" keynote speaker: Marc Kielburger and "Four Practices of Superior Teachers" keynote speaker: Dr. Marvin Marshall. http://www.bctf.bc.ca/bcpta October 20–21 Vancouver. BC Music Educators Association (BCMEA) Conference, Pulse 2006 will take place at Lord Byng Secondary School. Keynote speech by Jurgen Gothe, plus educational workshops, industry displays, and inspiring concerts. Visit http://pulse2006.ca or contact Scott MacLennan, smaclennan@vsb.bc.ca October 20–21 West Vancouver. Coastal Connections--New directions in Home Economics at Rockridge Secondary School. There are over 60 workshops planned for the two days. Information: http://www.thesaconference.ca October 20–22 Canada West to East: Teaching History in a Time of Change. At the Empire Landmark Hotel, Robson Street. Information and online registration:http://www.bcssta.ca Contact: Ellen Ellis, ellenellis@shaw.ca - 30 - For more information, contact Yvonne Eamor, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell). Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=17100&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2008 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 3, November 2008  Make a donation to help Cuba rebuild schools Thousands of Cuban schools and hundreds of thousands of homes were destroyed or seriously damaged by the double-hit of Hurricanes Gustav and Ike in August and September 2008. Through community spirit, the country is slowly rebuilding. However, given that the average monthly income is around $30, individuals and whole communities are faced with the problem of purchasing materials for rebuilding. Cuba has made a decision to place priority in rebuilding on reconstructing and repairing the thousands of damaged schools. Classes did resume this fall, but with many difficulties. You can donate online: Go to CoDevelopment Canada website at codev.org/codev2—CoDev Canada has a charitable tax number and you will get a receipt. Send them an e-mail message telling them that your donation is specifically for the Cuba reconstruction project. You can mail a donation to CoDevelopment Canada, 260-2747 East Hastings Street, Vancouver, BC V5K 1Z8. Include the information that the donation is for the Cuba reconstruction project. – Larry Kuehn)
(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/05/bcs-adult-education-program-victim-of.html?showComment0751337365610196,Staffroom Confidential: BC's adult education program victim of "choice" Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Wednesday, May 9, 2012 BC's adult education program victim of "choice" The BC government has announced that it will no longer fund many of the adult education courses that were previously available at no cost, unless they are taken online. Among those courses on the chopping block are Grade 12 courses in physics, calculus, financial accounting, law, social justice, comparative civilizations, marketing, tourism and geography. (See the Vancouver Sun article here: http://www.vancouversun.com/technology/adult+education+with+funding+cuts/6589057/story.html) Under the guise of "choice" and "flexibility", this government is in fact reducing choice for the purposes of cost cutting. They do not want to fund classrooms and teachers to provide adult education, but they are willing to pay the much smaller cost of an online course, despite the evidence that for many learners, this is not effective. Adult education programs provide excellent opportunities for adult learners to complete or improve their secondary level coursework. Often this enables further post-secondary educational opportunities. It is one of the pathways to improved education, employment and a higher standard of living. Creating a cost for these programs creates a barrier for those needing the upgrade and will result in fewer adults making this decision. This decision is short sighted and irrational. It is no surprise, however. And it is completely in line with what this government really means by "choice" and "flexibility". The choice for Boards of Education to eliminate programs. The choice to offer programs through an online format only. The flexibility to do it the cheap way, not the best way. With the changes in Bills 22 and 36, expect more decisions like these. These two pieces of legislation enable the Ministry to change funding models and instruction time guarantees so that Boards can make more "choices" to deliver educational programs in the cheapest way possible. As usual, choice and flexibility are all about money and never about the students. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 8:26 AM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 3 comments: SheriMay 9, 2012 at 2:56 PM Sickening.ReplyDelete C. WelchMay 18, 2012 at 9:42 AM Hi Tara, A bigger issue for teachers, I would contend, is how the remaining courses are funded. By next year, as I understand it, all remaining (funded) adult courses will be supported through a "50/50" model. That means any school - online or face-to-face - will only get 50% up front, and will receive the remaining amount only after the adult student has completed the course. In my experience in distance/distributed learning (DL), this makes full-time DL teachers economically unsustainable. A DL school simply can't carry full-time teachers with the hope of getting half its funding upon completion. Given the historically (and naturally?) lower completion rates in DL, distance ed. schools that rely on adult learners may be forced to go back to the old ways of the correspondence school: piecemeal contract marking. In other words, the DL world is going to face even more pressure. DL teachers are already considered non-enrolling teachers (which is dangerous and absurd), and DL schools already receive substantially less per student FTE than brick-and-mortar schools. So don't blame DL. They may end up worse off than brick-and-mortar adult ed. programs.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeMay 18, 2012 at 11:26 AM All true, and a much longer discussion about everything that is wrong about how DL was set up in BC to begin with based on a model where Districts compete with each other. DL is great for certain students and should be fully funded and properly supported. But it is often and increasingly being used as a replacement when it doesn't make sense. In the US, some states now mandate that every student take a DL course regardless of their situation, learning style, etcetera. It is being done simply as a cost savings measure and to line the pockets of companies like K12 Inc. I wouldn't be surprised if the next great terrible idea of this government is to similarly contract out DL services to a private company.Delete Reply Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ▼  May (6) Cowichan Trustees take courageous stand Excerpt from Our Times article Education reform and the folly of school choice Specialist teachers speak out about Bill 22 BC's adult education program victim of "choice" Teacher morale and the role of Principals ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/BCTF63,SaanichTeachers (@BCTF63) | Twitter টুইটার অনুসন্ধান অনুসন্ধান টুইটার খুঁজুন সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ ভাষা : বাংলা. हिन्दी Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন টুইটার-এ নতুন ? আজই যোগদান করুন » সাইন ইন করুন ফোন, ইমেল বা ব্যবহারকারীর নাম পাসওয়ার্ড সাইন ইন আমাকে মনে রাখুন পাসওয়ার্ড ভুলে গেছেন? ইতিমধ্যে আপনি কি টেক্সট বার্তার মাধ্যমে টুইটার ব্যবহার করছেন? SaanichTeachers @BCTF63 টুইটসমূহ ৭৪৯ ফটো/ভিডিও ৬৩ অনুসরণ করছেন ৩৩০ অনুসারীবৃন্দ ৪৫৮ প্রিয়সমূহ ১২৭   আরো প্রিয়সমূহ তালিকাসমূহ সরব @BCTF63 নীরব @BCTF63 অনুসরণ অনুসরণ করা কর্মসমূহ:অনুসরণ না করা অবরুদ্ধ অবরোধ মুক্ত মুলতুবি বাতিল SaanichTeachers @BCTF63 A proud local of the BCTF based on southern Vancouver Island. Central Saanich, BC saanichteachers.com যোগ দিয়েছে সেপ্টেম্বর ২০১২ ৬৩ ফটো বা ভিডিওগুলো টুইটসমূহ টুইটসমূহ Tweets & replies SaanichTeachers @BCTF63  ·  ৩০ সেপ্টেম্বর Today: first payday in a long time for @BCTF63 teachers. Please see email from @sd63schools regarding pay calculation. #questions প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ০ retweet সমাদৃত পছন্দ ০ favorite আরো স্থাপিত টুইট SaanichTeachers @BCTF63  ·  ২৬ সেপ্টেম্বর It's Friday! We hope all @BCTF63 teachers had a good first week. Please remember to take some time for yourself this weekend. #sd63 প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ৪ retweets ৪ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ৩ favorites ৩ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট SaanichTeachers @BCTF63  ·  ২২ সেপ্টেম্বর We want to thank @bctf teachers who will be in front of children today teaching and enriching lives. #bced Take care of yourselves too! প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ৮ retweets ৮ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ৫ favorites ৫ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট SaanichTeachers @BCTF63  ·  ২০ সেপ্টেম্বর Thank you to all our #Saanich @sd63schools #cupe colleagues for support. Your support was so appreciated + uplifting. #solidarity #bced প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ২ retweets ২ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ১ favorite ১ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট SaanichTeachers @BCTF63  ·  ২০ সেপ্টেম্বর Fascinating #bced article http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/british-columbia/the-secret-meeting-that-broke-the-bc-teachers-impasse/article20712872/ … #bcpoli সারাংশ দেখ প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ০ retweet সমাদৃত পছন্দ ০ favorite আরো স্থাপিত টুইট SaanichTeachers retweeted Lana Popham MLA @lanapopham  ·  ২০ সেপ্টেম্বর Climate change is the greatest threat to global food production in our time. http://saanichsouth.blogspot.ca/2014/09/as-new-democrat-spokesperson-for.html … #bcpoli প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ৪ retweets ৪ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ৩ favorites ৩ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট SaanichTeachers @BCTF63  ·  ১৯ সেপ্টেম্বর Just a friendly reminder to all @BCTF63 teachers; today is YOUR day to use as you see fit. No requirement to attend work/meetings. #bced প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ২ retweets ২ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ২ favorites ২ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট SaanichTeachers @BCTF63  ·  ১৮ সেপ্টেম্বর Over 400 @BCTF63 teachers in the @SD63Stellys gym. Thanks to all @bctf teachers for attending! #bced pic.twitter.com/5095jDP7if আরো ছবি ও ভিডিও দেখুন প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ৫ retweets ৫ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ৪ favorites ৪ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট SaanichTeachers @BCTF63  ·  ১৮ সেপ্টেম্বর Reminder for @BCTF63 members if you cannot attend Stelly's session you can vote at the STA Office from 8-4pm Thursday. প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ২ retweets ২ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ০ favorite আরো স্থাপিত টুইট SaanichTeachers retweeted Aaron Mueller @aaronmueller  ·  ১৬ সেপ্টেম্বর A deal, a deal, a tentative deal! Vote will be soon and can't wait to see the details. Woke up to good news today! #bced প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ১৬ retweets ১৬ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ১০ favorites ১০ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট SaanichTeachers @BCTF63  ·  ১৬ সেপ্টেম্বর Details on Thursday vote to follow later today. #bced We think bargaining team deserve a few zzzzzs. #bced প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ১ retweet ১ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ২ favorites ২ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট SaanichTeachers @BCTF63  ·  ১৬ সেপ্টেম্বর Vote Thursday. #bced প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ১ retweet ১ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ০ favorite আরো স্থাপিত টুইট SaanichTeachers retweeted Alberta Teachers Asn @albertateachers  ·  ১৬ সেপ্টেম্বর Congratulations! RT @bctf: A tentative settlement has been reached this morning. Details not being released at this time. #bced #abed কথোপকথন দেখুন প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ১২ retweets ১২ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ৬ favorites ৬ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট SaanichTeachers retweeted CFAX1070 @cfax1070  ·  ১৬ সেপ্টেম্বর BREAKING NEWS in the BC teachers's dispute. BCTF announces via twitter a tentative settlement with the government #bced #bcpoli প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ৮ retweets ৮ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ১ favorite ১ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট SaanichTeachers retweeted CKNW @CKNW  ·  ১৬ সেপ্টেম্বর Deal has been reached in the Education dispute in BC. Keep it on @CKNW for all the details. প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ১৬ retweets ১৬ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ৮ favorites ৮ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট SaanichTeachers retweeted Charmaine de Silva @char_des  ·  ১৬ সেপ্টেম্বর Just spoke to @bctf pres Jim Iker. Says tentative deal now go to members. When schools open hinges on vote timeline, rules for that. #bced প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ২৫ retweets ২৫ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ৭ favorites ৭ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট SaanichTeachers retweeted BCTF @bctf  ·  ১৬ সেপ্টেম্বর Thank you #bced teachers for your commitment, courage, and strength. More details will be available later this morning. #bcpoli প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ৩২১ retweets ৩২১ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ২০১ favorites ২০১ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট SaanichTeachers retweeted Paul Steer @PaulSteer  ·  ১৬ সেপ্টেম্বর #BCTF local offices will be gearing up for the 2nd province wide #bced vote in as many wks. No word yet as to when. Details, details! প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ৯ retweets ৯ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ১ favorite ১ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট SaanichTeachers retweeted Steve Lus @stevecbc  ·  ১৬ সেপ্টেম্বর They did what many predicted impossible. No legislation. A tentative deal. Breakthrough. Vince Ready wears white hat again. #bced #cbc প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ১৫ retweets ১৫ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ৬ favorites ৬ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট SaanichTeachers অনুসৃত Mike Galliford, wesupportbcteachers, Cheryl Bloxham এবং 23 অন্যান্য সরব @mikegalliford নীরব @mikegalliford অনুসরণ অনুসরণ করা কর্মসমূহ:অনুসরণ না করা অবরুদ্ধ অবরোধ মুক্ত মুলতুবি বাতিল Mike Galliford @mikegalliford Learner, Teacher, Responsible Crew Member on Spaceship Earth সরব @WeSupportBCTeac নীরব @WeSupportBCTeac অনুসরণ অনুসরণ করা কর্মসমূহ:অনুসরণ না করা অবরুদ্ধ অবরোধ মুক্ত মুলতুবি বাতিল wesupportbcteachers @WeSupportBCTeac Tweets from Twitter and our Facebook page. We are parents. We are CUPE. We want a fair deal for BC Teachers and better support for kids We Support BC Teachers! টুইটারের ধারণক্ষমতা বেশি হতে পারে অথবা একটি ক্ষণস্থায়ী হিক্কার সম্মুখীন হয়। আবার চেষ্টা করুন পরিদর্শন করুন টুইটারের অবস্থা আরও তথ্যের জন্য। বন্ধ SaanichTeachers অনুসৃত SaanichTeachers থেকে কোন আপডেট মিস্ করবেন না Central Saanich, BC · পরিবর্তন © 2014 টুইটার সম্বন্ধে সহায়তা বিজ্ঞপ্তি তথ্য বন্ধ প্রবণতা ট্রেন্ডস আপনার জন্য উপযোগী। ট্রেন্ডের মাধ্যমে আপনি সহজেই আপনার আগ্রহের খবরাখবর পেতে পারছেন। আপনি কোথায় থাকেন এবং কাদের অনুসরণ করেন তার উপরে ভিত্তি করে ট্রেন্ড উপস্থাপিত করা হয়। পরিবর্তন উপযোগী করা ট্রেন্ডস রাখুন বিশ্বব্যাপী প্রবণতা পান সম্পন্ন খারিজ বন্ধ পূর্ববর্তী পরবর্তী বন্ধ একজন ব্যক্তির প্রোফাইলে যান সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ বন্ধ আপনার অনুসরণকারীদের এই পুনঃটুইটটি পাঠাবেন? বাতিল পুনঃটুইট বন্ধ আপনি কি নিশ্চিত যে এই টুইট মুছে দিতে চান? বাতিল মুছে ফেলুন বন্ধ রোধ করন বাতিল রোধ করন আপনার টুইটসমুহে একটি অবস্থান যুক্ত করুন যখন একটি অবস্থানের সঙ্গে আপনার টুইট করেন, টুইটার সেই অবস্থান সংরক্ষণ করে। প্রত্যেক টুইটের আগে আপনি আপনার অবস্থান চালু / বন্ধ করতে পারেন, এবং যে কোনও সময় আপনি আপনার অবস্থানের ইতিহাস মুছে ফেলতে পারেন। আরো জানুন অবস্থান চালু করুন এখন নয় স্থান বন্ধ করুন বন্ধ প্রোফাইল সারসংক্ষেপ বন্ধ আপনার তালিকাসমূহ বন্ধ একটি নতুন তালিকা তৈরি করুন নাম তালিকা বিবরণ 100 অক্ষরের কম, ঐচ্ছিক তালিকাসমূহ:গোপনীয়তা সাধারণ · যে কেউ এই তালিকা অনুসরণ করতে পারেন ব্যক্তিগত · শুধুমাত্র আপনিই এই তালিকায় প্রবেশ করতে পারবেন তালিকা সংরক্ষণ করুন বন্ধ বন্ধ এই টুইট স্থাপিত কর আপনার নীচের ওয়েবসাইটে কোডটি অনুলিপি দ্বারা এই টুইট যোগ করুন * আরও জানুন হুম, সার্ভারে পৌঁছনোর একটি সমস্যা ছিল। পরে আবার চেষ্টা করবেন? প্রকৃত টুইট অন্তর্ভুক্ত করুন অন্তর্ভুক্ত মিডিয়া প্রাকদর্শন বন্ধ টুইটারে নিবন্ধন করুন টুইটারে নেই? নিবন্ধন করুন, আপনির পছন্দের বিষয়গুলির সাথে যুক্ত হন, এবং তাদের বিষয়ে হালনাগাদ পান। একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন » বন্ধ দুটি উপায় (প্রেরণ এবং গ্রহণ) শর্ট কোড: দেশ কোড গ্রাহকদের জন্য মার্কিন যুক্তরাষ্ট্র 40404 (যে কোন) কানাডা 21212 (যে কোন) যুক্তরাজ্য 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM হাইতি 40404 Digicel, Voila আয়ারল্যান্ড 51210 Vodafone, O2 ভারত 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance ইন্দোনেশিয়া 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » অন্য দেশসমুহের এসএসএস সংক্ষিপ্ত কোড দেখুন বন্ধ নিশ্চিতকরণ)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=23819&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 1, September 2011   Creating locally developed curriculum Urban First Nations 12: Expressing your truth  By Wendy Hawkin   One of the consistent findings in education is that Aboriginal kids frequent alternate programs; in fact, across BC, over half (52%) of the students in this type of program have First Nations ancestry (December 2010). Here in Coquitlam district that figure is currently 21%. There is much hypothesizing as to the reasons why, but I’ll leave that to the experts. What I’d like to talk about is what we created at our alternate secondary school to connect First Nations culture to urban kids. Most of the students at CABE need credits to complete their Dogwood, so early on we decided to make whatever we did, something they could receive credit for. Also, we wanted to provide a Grade 12 course, as it is more difficult to offer senior electives in an alternate environment where the student population is in flux. This led us to locally developed curriculum. Being situated within the tri-cities and close to Vancouver, our students are a diverse group. Though we reside on Coast Salish territory, many of our Aboriginal students do not know their ancestry or their stories are patchy. As adolescents they are bombarded with urban culture and lack traditional role models. Given all of this, we decided to create a course for urban Aboriginal youth. Myself, and Aboriginal resource teacher Kirk Gummow, created the course with the support of our district staff development co-ordinator. Weaving traditional teachings with urban experiences, we based our learning outcomes on the Medicine Wheel and called it Urban First Nations 12: Expressing Your Truth. Our main objective was for the student to explore/reflect and gain knowledge of self through intellectual engagement with text (mind), physical expression (body), spiritual understanding and expression (spirit), and emotional reflection and expression (emotion). We simplified the learning outcomes to these few: Students will be able to… read, evaluate, and discuss a contemporary novel written by a First Nations author. discuss the concept of identity and difference as it relates to the text and to self. personally respond to the text; articulate ways in which they do or do not relate to characters, themes, or experiences in the story. share personal thoughts and experiences through discussion and journaling that go beyond the text with respect to the conflict between identity and culture. engage in traditional Aboriginal and/or urban contemporary forms of physical pursuits. learn and practice relaxation and stress management through physical activity. create or perform a work of art, inspired by an Aboriginal experience, that expresses the student’s own ideas, thoughts, or feelings through a personal contemporary urban lens. explain how art reflects identity. create and deliver an oral presentation that reveals knowledge of contemporary First Nations issues and modes of artistic expression such as music videos, film, text, or spoken word. comprehend how understanding and practice of Medicine Wheel teachings can lead to a healthy lifestyle. We offered experiences such as mask-making, writing hip-hop, cedar paddle-making, carving, painting, and canoeing. We kept the assignments to a minimum, and provided lots of choice and adaptations. Using the current model of project-based learning, the student became the object of their project. These were the assignments: Learning Log: mode of choice (reveals personal engagement with learning outcomes) Visual Art (show and tell about the process) Representation of Personal Journey Through Movement (show and tell about the process) Oral Presentation (based on a film or music video of choice. Students must have engaged with this work during the course). On reflection, we would, of course, change many things as teachers do. We had hoped to make the course self-paced, but realized that the students needed weekly meetings with us—connections are so important, as is the oral component. The one thing we would not change is to offer Sherman Alexie’s True Diary of a Part-Time Indian—everyone loves that book and can find something in it to relate to. Our department gifted this book to the students. We started with about 12 interested students and ended four months later by passing three of them. The great thing here was that two of those three students used our course to graduate. Here are their comments: “This course makes the week more bearable. I love the hands on activities and the art of the course. I love that we get to read and write in journals and when we’re all together I feel like (on a good day) we’re connected like a family.” “This course taught me appreciation of my culture. It’s about taking pride in who I am—what we stand for. We get into new things you might have a talent for…like Curtis Clearsky. I learned a new way of writing—to write as fast as my thoughts can think. And, carving gave me something to be proud of at the end of the day.” Pride, self-esteem, understanding, and honouring our self and where we come from…isn’t that what it’s really all about?  Wendy Hawkin is the Aboriginal education co-ordinator for Coquitlam School District.  More information on Aboriginal resources is available at her blog: http://hawkin-readsandrambles.blogspot.com   )
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=24165,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > October 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 2, October 2011   Readers write  Historical right to a free, quality education “Education is not the art of training and subjugating people to serve the profit of others—to educate is to reject the false analogies of the marketplace, to see justice and equality as noble aims rather than an obstacle to a takeover bid, to insist that human progress has no bottom line. If anyone survives to breed future historians, they will without doubt, study the memorials of our era with shocked incredulity, wondering what ghastly ignorance or ineptitude, what awful failure of education, led our citizens to accept the rule of madmen.” – Norman Goble, secretary-general, World Confederation of Organizations of the Teaching Profession Convention, 1984. “Education for the marketplace” is the slogan by which public education is being attacked and dismantled by corporate powers, just as other social programs are also being assaulted. But with public education this attack profoundly affects the thinking, the philosophy, the very future of our children, and the world they will grow up in. No one stops to think how hard it was to win the fight for free, non-sectarian public schools in our country. When 10,000 citizens petitioned in 1831 in support of separation of church and state (the church was the biggest landowner and controlled the schools), they were refused in no uncertain terms by the Family Compact, a refusal which was a prime cause of the Rebellion of 1837. Protest rallies were held the length and breadth of Lower Canada, expressing their support for the Patriots led by Papineau, but they met defeat when 6,000 British troops marched against them, burning villages as they went. At the same time, William Lyon Mackenzie and his Reformers in Upper Canada fared no better, in fact, between getting their dates for action confused and having their more conservative members turn traitor, Mackenzie never did see the great convention in York (Toronto) which was to proclaim responsible government. He fled to the United States, but his friends Samuel Lount and Peter Matthews were hanged, their bodies consigned to Potters’ Field. It is amazing to find that just 14 years later in 1852, Lieutenant-Governor Wilmot of New Brunswick opened a provincial exhibition saying: “It is unpardonable that any child should grow up in our country without the benefit of at least a common school education. It is the right of the child. It is the duty not only of the parent but of the people. The property of the country should be to educate the country, I want to hear the tax collector calling at my door. I want the children of the poor in the remote settlements to receive the advantages now almost confined to their more fortunate brethren and sisters of the towns.” British Columbia’s historical development was quite different from the other provinces and the first school act of 1865 acceded to the popular demand of “a free, non-sectarian school open to all classes in the community.” This was passed by the Vancouver Island Legislature seven years before BC joined Confederation. Canadians are known as a compassionate people. This is a time to be a passionate people, a time to go on the offensive, to insist that every child has a right to free, quality education with adequate funding provided by senior governments that profit from the selloff of our natural resources. Finally, a reminder to the BC school trustees of their discussion paper of 1996, “A New Agenda for Education in British Columbia,” in which they said: “We think it’s clear that the agenda for public policy and public discussion of education can no longer revolve around a single item—How much does it cost? It must be about improving education and about doing a better job of meeting children’s needs.” Betty Griffin, Burnaby (retired)  Support from retired staff At a recent luncheon gathering of BCTF retired staff, the topic that dominated our discussion was the current bargaining situation. The topic was prompted when someone asked “how is the BCTF going to succeed this time?” As former staff members who have endured tough bargaining battles, we know how troubling it is to face seemingly insurmountable obstacles to collective bargaining. The Federation’s history, however, is that progress is made and victories emerge. Our assessment of the current situation is that the BCTF is on the right path with its measured actions and careful attention to the membership’s voice. Clearly, the government’s intent is to further erode public confidence in teachers and the public school system. In response, the BCTF has to be more determined than ever to defend public education. Weakening support for public education will have devastating consequences for our society, creating sharp divisions amongst British Columbians. Uncertain economic conditions cannot be used as an excuse to “hold the line” on salaries and classroom conditions. Investing in teachers and in children’s learning is an investment that never stops paying. The benefits far outweigh the alternative of crowded and neglected environments for children and mediocre wages for teachers. Creating jobs in the education sector is one of the most worthwhile endeavours to boost our economy. We want you to know that as former BCTF staff members, we are fully supportive of your actions on behalf of teachers. Your considerable voice in defense of public education is highly regarded and essential. Wes Knapp on behalf of BCTF retired staff   Join us on Facebook BC voters supporting BC teachers and public education  This group of concerned BC citizens feel that BC’s public education system is underfunded. The group is growing at about 30% a day. Once you have joined the group, you can add others yourself. This is an exciting opportunity to build some momentum and cultivate grassroots support. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12430,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 19, Number 6, April 2007 Readers write Life insurance options for retired teachers In planning for my retirement, someone reminded me to check converting my group life insurance to individual life. Having no idea what this might mean, I asked around and have found out some information that seems unknown to most of my colleagues. This information needs to be made available to all teachers where group life insurance is in force. Upon retirement, the group life insurance coverage ceases. Teachers may continue the coverage individually by paying the premiums. In my district, if a teacher wishes to go the conversion route, there are two options and no medical is required for: 1. Term to age 65, then it expires and there are 31 days to convert. For a $190,000 policy, the premiums are $161.68 a month. 2. Estate master is a whole-life policy. For a $190,000 policy, the premiums are $814.53 a month, fixed for a lifetime. This policy pays dividends annually either (a) by cash, (policy stays at $190,000) or (b) by keeping it in the policy (cash value of policy increases). The most favourable of these options in the first and if it helped only a few ill, terminal, or poor-health teachers’ families, it would be worth it. Teachers need to be made aware of the conversion option so that they can consider whether or not converting would benefit them. Information is available at Human Resources departments and at the Group Life office. Olwen Harris, Howe Sound Thanks to Olwen Harris for bringing up an important issue to consider prior to retiring. The life insurance options available to teachers upon retirement are discussed at all pension seminars. As well, information on life-insurance conversion is provided in the seminar reference book. Options vary depending on the local a teacher is in, but all locals have plans with conversion packages. In addition to the options mentioned by Harris, there is also a conversion package for the optional-term life provided in most locals by Industrial Alliance Pacific, and this option is considerably cheaper for many members. The conversion information for both plans is available at either BCTF or local school board offices, and many teachers phone to ask for this information. As well, the Retired Teachers’ Association offers three different life insurance options, which can be checked by contacting the RTA at 604-871-2265, toll free 1-877-683-2243, or online at www.bctf.bc.ca/rta Arnie Lambert, BCTF Income Security Division Cuba sends thanks It’s been a bit more than three years since we first had teachers from BCTF in Villa Clara, Cuba, and ever since our relationship with you people has grown stronger. Thanks to BCTF we were hosts twice of very fruitful courses with teachers from the English Department at ISP Fèlix Varela and from the schools all over our province, that were conducted by wonderful teachers from Vancouver. Thanks to BCTF we established very heart-felt connections with teachers belonging to this Union who have helped us set up a great project with SFU, aimed at promoting the teaching of French here in variety of ways. Thanks to BCTF, we have at our disposal in our department lots of great books and teaching materials both in English and in French, as well as a computer lab with a local net, with Internet available and everything, as well as printers, copiers, CD burner, and a lot of players. In other words, our links with BCTF and especially with excellent people like Yom Shamash, Hilary Spicer, and Jacqui Birchall, just to mention a few of them, has been an invaluable gift that we have received here that has added quite a bit to the improvement of the quality of the teachers of foreign languages that we are forming here, and most important of all, this connection with you people has been an example of sincere human relationship between people from two different countries, one a developed country and the other one trying to devolop and trying to overcome a long blockade imposed by the USA. For all I have said so far, would you pass our most sincere gratitude to the people from BCTF, and to make it more personal, would you thank professor Larry Kuehn, whom I met in Vancouver and had the kindness of attending the welcome gathering that you organized for me there last October? Thank you, Yom, once more. And thank you, BCTF Dr. Alfredo Camacho Delgado, Foreign Languages, Instituto Superior Pedagògico "Fèlix Varela," Villa Clara, Santa Clara, Cuba Vanoc considers schools for dormitories Here we go again! I find it simply astounding that after our provincial government has deemed our teachers and schools an essential service, Vanoc is again considering using four secondary schools as Olympic facilities. Since the designation of essential service can be so easily dismissed I believe that it would be far better and cheaper to temporarily close a hospital. After all, these buildings are already equipped with rooms and beds. Tammy Neuman, Richmond All students should be able to access all programs Although seniority doesn’t always equate with wisdom, I did spend 52 years teaching in two provinces and the NWT. Through the years, I found some things didn’t work—for example, corporal punishment. I used it twice—both times it was a mistake that I made in my first three years of teaching. I grew to distrust standard tests as well, as a high school student my "successful" teacher in Grade 12 at Stonewall Collegiate taught to the provincial exams, but, even worse, put enough pressure on marginal students, that they quit before the finals, which kept his success rate high. He threatened to block my entry to Normal School if I took a correspondence course, which I did over his objections and which gave me my best Grade 12 mark of 82%! (Yes, I did write the finals and got through his subjects in the low 50’s!) But, it was the front page article in the March issue of Teacher that inspired me to comment on two related issues. First, I totally agree with John Young’s campaign to make all school programs available to all students in our public schools. No one should have to beg for charity to participate in any school programs! Second, I am not impressed by the obsession with homework in so many schools. If it can’t be taught during regular hours, then do what has to be done to publicly fund what has to be taught. Homework is discriminatory to students who have trouble finding a place and a time to sleep and enough to eat, never mind a place and time to do laid-on homework! These are two issues that relate to poverty as far as I am concerned. Seniority doesn’t always give you wisdom, but it does give you perspective! Don Olds, Retired, Fraser-Cascade Data from FSA can be helpful I often read the Teacher with interest, but was disappointed in the cover article in the March 2007 issue: "The accountability scheme: Penalizing poor children." I share reservations about the uses to which test scores are put (Ungerleider, 2003a; 2006), am opposed to ranking schools based upon such data, and in favour of social policies that eliminate inequalities to complement the work of public schools (Ungerleider, 2003b), but the article does a disservice to the poor, to teachers, and to public schooling. The assertion that the FSA tests do not accurately assess the learning ability of students living in poverty is insupportable and insulting to those learners and their teachers. The tests assess literal, critical, and inferential comprehension in reading, writing for a variety of purposes, and mathematical knowledge capacities that all parents want their children to acquire and capacities that teachers are adept in developing in all learners. In the article, the claim that the impact of standardized testing on children living in poverty is more severe than it is on many other students is bolstered by the assertion that students living in poverty learn to write, plan, predict, and organize differently (than, presumably, students who are not poor). The article implies that the poor exhibit deficiencies in these areas that prevent them from performing well on standardized tests such as the FSA. Nonsense. That a significant number of poor students do well on the FSA and other similar assessments is a tribute to their teachers. The promise of a democratic society is that the conditions into which children are born can be ameliorated, if not eliminated, by public schooling. The subtext of the article is that public schools and teachers do not make a difference, but they can and do. When used properly, data from FSA and other assessments can help identify schools that are consistently more successful in helping children learn. By identifying such schools, we can learn what they are doing to deliver on the promise of public schooling in a democracy. Charles Ungerleider, Faculty of Education UBC Sexual minority forgotten again In the ongoing battle for human rights the sexual minorities are forgotten again. Opening our parachutes to diversity (Patrik Parkes, Teacher, March 2007) makes one more step in the noble cause against racism. It praises those who look past the superficial differences of race. However, the only prejudice the article sees is racism. I would like to add to the points made in "Opening our parachutes to diversity" that teachers also need to open their parachutes to a diversity that includes people who are not heterosexual. One of the difficulties of the gay rights movement is that heterosexuals look the same as everyone else. There are also a lot of heterosexuals. In fact, most people are heterosexual, so heterosexuals tend to speak, act, and think like everyone is heterosexual. This is not the case. To extend human rights to the forgotten members of the movement, we must remember to include them in all our discourses both in the classroom and out even though their presence might not be known. Duane Lecky, Victoria Parents can choose education Murray Corren is correct to insist that all teachers in BC defend their right to professional autonomy over instructional strategies, against those few parents who might object to the choice of a novel for the classroom ("A censor? Who, me?" Jan./Feb. 2007, Teacher). However, Jim McMurtry (March 2007) cannot stand this on its head, to insist that parents have no right to remove their children from that classroom. Since 1948, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights has proclaimed, "Parents have a prior right to choose the kind of education that shall be given to their children." That’s prior as in more important than the ambitions of government to choose for them. Our human rights were paid for with the blood of millions, against the malign ambitions of fascists to turn teachers and children into extensions of the state. Glenn Bullard, New Westminster I was surprised by Jim McMurtry’s statements in the March issue of Teacher, in response to my letter in the previous issue. As he defends the Corren agreement, McMurtry seems to be arguing that whatever governments and courts legislate is reflective of society’s views and ought therefore to be accepted by all Canadians. This is contrary not only to union history but also to common sense. If McMurtry really holds such a position, I would have to assume he voted against the majority regarding the recent B CTF illegal job action, which was denounced by both government and court. Any student of history is aware that governments, courts, and societies have often erred greatly. In reality, McMurtry knows this himself, since within the same letter he feels free to criticize any government that would legislate against his own view: "I think it is timorous for the same government and school boards to permit some parents to dispense with parts of the curriculum, particularly instruction that promotes sensitivity toward people with a different sexual orientation." It is inappropriate for McMurtry to label the deeply and conscientiously held convictions of British Columbia parents as "bigotry and hate." If the BCTF truly affirms diversity within a pluralistic society, as it professes to do, then the BCTF should be at the forefront of fighting for parents’ rights to preserve their children from teaching they deem morally objectionable. Anything less would be hypocrisy. Richard Peachey, Abbotsford Retirees struggle with tax bills It was refreshing to read Marc Lee’s article on aging and the BC healthcare system but as a retiree, I am more concerned about age discrimination of working people who think that we elders are "troughers." The latter are actually those who are working teachers and striking—threatening for higher and higher wages (let’s not kid ourselves with talk about "working conditions") so that they can build their own retirements while retirees struggle and juggle to meet the demands of higher and higher tax bills. I hate to say it, but, "Just wait you guys." Murrie Redman, Retired, Sunshine Coast Boards of education spear catchers? My friend, Ken Douglas, a teacher and municipal and regional politician, referred to school boards "as designated spear catchers for the provincial government." This description was based on the fact that unless a political body has the ability to control the financing of their responsibilities they have virtually no influence on the system. The new provincial proposal to create "Boards of Education" appears to provide the possibility to meet their parochial desires to control teachers but no control to be able to improve the teachers’ ability to enable students to expand their abilities. Each Board of Education may now have the ability to become narrower designated spear catchers of the partners involved in education. John Ward, Retired, Cowichan Valley Appalled and disgusted with union As a rank and file BCTF member, I was appalled to hear that the costs of holding the AGM each year amount to $1,000,000 or more, and that it was cancelled at the last minute, which will cost us over $250,000 more to boot. This adds insult to injury! All this has come to my notice due to the information I received because of the present dispute the BCTF has with its office workers. Furthermore, I would like to see a break down of the per capita costs for delegates to attend this annual meeting. Does the union pay for air tickets for delegates as well as road costs and other travel expenses? If so, what can a delegate claim? What does it cost to accommodate and feed each delegate? As for the salaries that BCTF office workers get, I was also very disturbed by the "sweet deal" these folks have managed to glean for themselves, and their spouses. It is quite out of line in my opinion, and the BCTF needs to bring this "fat cat" mentality into line with what ordinary teachers earn in the trenches. I am disgusted! Rupert Gruen, Kelowna Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13204,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 1999 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 11, Number 7, May/June 1999 Top 10 lesson aids 1. A Volcano in My Tummy: Helping Children To Handle Anger.  Elaine Whitehouse and Warwick Pudney. 80p. 1996. This book is about helping 6- to 15-year-olds handle their anger. An accessible resource book for teachers, parents, and all who care for children. Grades 1–7. LA 2323—$18.95 2. What Do You Think? A Kid’s Guide To Dealing with Daily Dilemmas.  Linda Swartz, 184p. 1993. This book is written to help kids and their parents look at issues from more than one perspective and to clarify their thinking about conflict resolution, values, morals, getting along with others, and discovering themselves. Ages 9–16. LA 2320—$14.95 3. Sand Fleas to Sand Dollars.  Pamela Quigg and Robert Stoddart, 44p. 1998. This resource book assists adults in helping young people to learn about plants and animals that inhabit the seashore. The book outlines 14 seashore detective activities, a data page, and beyond the beach activities. Grades 2–5. LA 8563—$10.95 4. Everyone Wins! Co-operative Games and Activities.  Sambhava and Josette Luvmour. 112p. This reference guide is for teachers, family members, and group leaders. Each of the over 150 games and activities have been carefully tested and evaluated, and developmentally graded and indexed according to appropriate age level. LA 2319—$14.95 5. Adventures in Art: Art and Craft Experiences.  Susan Milford. 160p. 1990. Paper crafts, print making, sculpture, botanical and wearable art are a few of the activity areas for these fun art projects for the elementary classroom. Ages 7–14. LA 9634—$23 6. A Student’s Guide to Physics 12.  Gordon R. Gore, 344p. Rev. 1997. A summary of core material in the Physics 12 curriculum. Includes text, investigations, exercises, examples, chapter review and answers. Recommended by the Ministry of Education. Grade 12. LA 4098—$16.95 7. Teaching Human Rights: Valuing Dignity, Equity and Diversity.  Produced by the BCTF Human Rights Teacher Resource Guide Project Team, 335p. 1995. Resource guide that provides a framework for elementary and secondary teachers to begin and extend an exploration with their students of the wide range of issues inherent in human rights education. Uses real world examples and case studies. Grades K–12. LA 2550—$21 8. Career and Personal Planning.  Published by the Vancouver School Board, 197p. 1995. Integrated with curriculum and combined with work experience, this resource provides a guide for developing programs for all intermediate and secondary general and students with special needs. The three broad topics dealt with include: self-awareness, personal management and career development. An extensive resource list augments the text. Grades 6–12. LA 9532—$21.95 9. The Food Dudes.  Produced by the Boundary Health Unit, 80p. This nutrition education package contains lesson plans for a short unit in which children classify the foods they eat, conduct science experiments with foods and explore new foods from around the world. The goals are to teach children about food and nutrition, thereby encouraging them to eat their lunches and to try new foods, to promote healthy food choices, and to encourage parental involvement. Grades 3–7. LA 9532—$21.95 10. Salmon Alphabet Poster.  Produced by the Department of Fisheries and Oceans Canada, 48 cm x 80 cm colour poster 1992. This full size, full colour poster provides a salmon-related drawing and word for every letter of the alphabet. K–7. S 60—$10 For a complete listing of over 900 BCTF Lesson Aids, consult the catalogue in your school library or the Lesson Aids online catalogue, www.bctf.ca/LessonAids To order any of the above lesson aids, enclose a cheque payable to the BCTF or authorized purchase order to BCTF Lesson Aids Service, 100-550 West 6th Avenue, Vancouver, BC V5Z 4P2. GST and postage/handling are included in the prices. Orders are sent by return mail. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7338,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 4, January/February 2006 Mercury poisoning afflicts Cranbrook teachers by Nancy Knickerbocker Mercury: Who could forget a child’s fascination with it? In Grade 5, I remember thinking, "Wow! Look how it splits into silver beads and scoots across the desk!" A metal that was paradoxically liquid, mercury seemed mysterious, seductive, poetic. It was so beautiful, who would have thought it was harmful? Think again. Elemental mercury, chemical name Hg, is a volatile liquid that gives off a colourless, odourless, toxic vapour at room temperature. According to Health Canada, "Mercury is a global contaminant because it is toxic, does not break down in the environment, and can build up in living things." But teachers at Mount Baker Secondary School, in Cranbrook, are sounding the alarm about the dangers of mercury and its devastating impact on their health, careers, and lives. Science teacher Ivan McKnight raced bicycles and ran road races all over Alberta and BC., but mercury poisoning put an end to his days as a competitive athlete. Indeed, it almost ended his life. It all began in February 2001 when the school custodian brought a box of old science equipment up from the basement to Classroom 208, and asked McKnight if he wanted it. "I told him I didn’t have time to deal with it, but he could put it in the corner." Neither man knew that inside the box was a large broken barometer, a potent source of toxic mercury vapours. To make matters doubly bad, the classroom lacked adequate ventilation and the box was placed under the window near a heating vent, thus hastening vapourization of the spilled mercury. Within months McKnight, who had been training for the triathlon, began to feel weak. "I had to sit down all the time." He became alarmed when a healthy student, a lifeguard at the local pool, suddenly fainted in class. "She just fell right off her lab stool." His worry intensified after a male student, another strong athlete, also passed out in his class. In June 2001, McKnight finally took a look in the box that had been sitting in his room for the past five months. That’s when he saw the broken barometer. "The mercury just gushed out." Back at school in the fall, biology teacher Russ Reid, a 20-year veteran at MBSS, was also feeling terrible. One afternoon he came into McKnight’s classroom and found him slumped in the chair with his head on the desk. Reid asked: "Do you ever wonder whether that mercury in your room had an effect?" The two began researching on the internet and soon realized they were exhibiting classic signs of mercury poisoning: profound fatigue, headaches, joint pain, respiratory problems, tremors, weight loss, memory loss, insomnia, and irritability. Even more disturbing, numerous other teachers shared the same problems. "We were all science teachers at MBSS and we were all sick. Why?" asked colleague Hugh MacPherson. They investigated numerous possibilities and finally decided to undergo testing for mercury, if only to rule it out. "We fully expected mercury not to be the cause, but we got checked and found we had significant amounts," Reid said. For home economics teacher Lynne Williams, the first shock came when her doctor told her she had lost 10% of her bone mass in the past two years. A healthy, active person who regularly worked out, Williams was also suffering exhaustion, headaches painful, stiff joints, and memory loss. "Added together, all these symptoms were very worrisome," she said. A colleague encouraged her to be tested for mercury, but she was not prepared for the results. Anything above level 3 is considered elevated, according to the scientific measurement for heavy metals such as mercury. McKnight’s extremely elevated level of 30 was by far the highest among the group, until Lynn’s results came back. Hers was a shocking 62. "At first it was just a number to me. During the school week I was too busy to worry, but I had a couple of very rough weekends," Williams says. "No one knows the long-term health implications. You’re doing a lot of thinking about how your life is going to change a lot." How could this have happened? Williams and other teachers believe that the school’s erratic and dysfunctional ventilation system is partly to blame. While the delicious aromas from her home economics kitchen sometimes wafted up to the science wing, more often the noxious scent of chemicals blew down the other way. By contrast to McKnight’s classroom, which had very poor air circulation, Williams had a persistent draft blowing through that even rustled the papers on her desk. "I’m sure that’s where the contamination came from," she states. All this from one broken barometer? No, not at all. The teachers found out about other mercury spills in the school, going back as far as 1955. "So we’re looking at low-dose exposure over a long period of time," said Reid. "It builds up in your system. Once it’s into the brain tissue, you’re looking at about 30 years to get it out." According to Environment Canada, about 80% of elemental mercury is absorbed when inhaled. "The critical target organ for elemental mercury is the adult and fetal brain." The treatment for mercury poisoning is chelation therapy, which involves injections of chemicals that bond with heavy metals and draw them out of the body. The procedure is taxing on the kidneys and liver, and draining to the whole system. Some people can only take one treatment a month, others go every two weeks. McKnight endures daily treatments for weeks at a time. Unfortunately no doctors offer chelation therapy in Cranbrook, so the teachers must travel to Kelowna or Calgary for treatment. In addition, because it’s deemed an "alternative therapy," chelation is not covered by medical plans. The teachers are paying thousands of dollars out of pocket. The cost of chelation is only one aspect of the issue facing Cranbrook District Teachers’ Association President Chris Johns. A tenacious advocate, Johns has been indefatigable in urging the Southeast Kootenay School District to reimburse the treatment costs. His pleas have fallen on deaf ears so far, but BCTF President Jinny Sims has also written to Education Minister Shirley Bond, urging her to provide a grant to the district to cover the cost of testing and treatment. "We want to do our utmost to help the members suffering from this occupational health disaster," Sims said. To date, 12 current and former teachers at Mount Baker Secondary have tested with high levels of mercury in their bodies. Five are on full sick leave. More than 30 other teachers have indicated they wish to be tested and about 60 have initiated claims with the Workers’ Compensation Board. Johns and the CDTA urged the board to immediately conduct proper indoor air testing and cleanup of the school to ensure the health and safety of all students and staff. However, they met so many obstacles and needless delays they have filed a grievance claiming the employer failed to provide a hazard free workplace. In the summer of 2005, the board hired an environmental firm to rid the science labs of asbestos. In the process they also removed mercury from the sinks and ventilation vents. The subsequent report declared all to be well, but the science teachers are skeptical, saying employees did not have adequate training or proper techniques to deal with a toxin as elusive as mercury. In December the same firm conducted tests for mercury vapour at seven schools in the district. "We express no concern with regard to exposure to mercury vapour levels within Mount Baker Secondary School," the firm concluded, even though some readings in McKnight’s old classroom were more than four times higher than the level accepted by the US Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry. The mercury vapour levels found in science lab sinks in other schools were 20 times higher, and the firm recommends that remedial work be done. All of the teachers interviewed want to see prompt responses from the board and health officials. "I feel anger at the lack of action, anger that we’ve been poisoned at work and no one will accept responsibility," says MacPherson. "It’s been a five-year process already. Everyone is playing politics while our lives are being shattered," McKnight said. Murray Quinn, a retired chemistry teacher with 22 years experience at Mount Baker blamed the inaction on a lack of knowledge about the risks of mercury exposure. "Look, I was that way too, and I’m a chemistry guy," he said. "We are not sure things are okay at MBSS. I’d love to see the board hire totally professional independent experienced people who will do real tests and get real results everybody can live with. Then we will have the information required to take appropriate action." The teachers are also worried that parents and community members are getting an all-too-rosy picture of Mount Baker Secondary School as a healthy learning environment. "I get calls from parents saying they were so relieved to hear that the school is clean and safe," McKnight said. "Parents are saying how glad they are I’m feeling better, but where are they getting that from?" Local president Johns is distressed that the chairperson of the Parent Advisory Committee refused to let him make a presentation to parents on teachers’ experience and concerns about mercury exposure at MBSS. His request to send a letter home to parents was also denied by the PAC chair. "The current debate is whether it’s a safe school," Williams said. MacPherson agrees, saying he often wonders whether the building may have to be demolished. Above all, they called for the school board to be partners with them in solving the occupational health mystery at MBSS. "It’s bad for people to take sides in this," Williams said. "There’s the truth and there’s the smokescreen. We need to work together to find the truth." The CDTA, the school district, and other stakeholders are planning to hold a public forum in January in Cranbrook on the issue. Nancy Knickerbocker is the BCTF’s media relations officer. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13164,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 1999 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 11, Number 6, April 1999 How grass roots beat deep pockets by Dan Blake It was a classic David and Goliath story, or, in a more contemporary vein, a story of how grass roots organizing won out over deep pockets. The deep pockets belong to the Youth News Network (YNN). YNN offers interested secondary schools about $200,000 worth of technology (TVs, software, computers, VCRs, video cameras,and a satellite dish) in exchange for a guarantee that 90% of the students in the school will watch a 12.5-minute news broadcast, which includes 2.5 minutes of commercials. YNN says that it needs to sign up 200 schools by September 1999, when broadcasting of the news program begins. At $200,000 per schools, that’s 40 million dollars up front before YNN can earn any money from advertising. Deep pockets indeed. The grass roots are the parents, teachers, community organizations, and concerned individuals from Halifax to Sechelt, who, through the Internet, have built a groundswell of opposition to the sale of our kids’ minds to the highest bidder. John Pungente, president of the Canadian Association of Media Education Organizations (CAMEO), has been in the forefront of organizing the resistance. Since the current initiative (YNN attempted to get into the public school system in 1992 and in 1995, but both were turned back by the same coalition of parents, teachers, and community organizations) came to light in January 1999, Pungente has issued 80 bulletins to 50 individuals and organizations. On some days, Pungente has issued as many as three bulletins, each one three pages long. Erika Shaker, of the Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives, has provided invaluable research on the personalities and corporate structure of Athena Educational Partners, the latest incarnation of YNN. The CCPA research has revealed that there is really only one “partner” in Athena and that’s YNN. One of the other so-called partners is Gage Publishing, a major supplier of textbooks to elementary schools across Canada. I spoke recently with Chris Bessie, president of Gage Publishing, and expressed my concern with the company(!) he was keeping. He quickly assured me that his only relationship with Athena is that of a supplier of software. He explained that his company is anxious not to alienate its established customers. YNN’s strategy is clear: surround yourself with credible business “partners” (read suppliers) in a desperate effort to make yourself palatable to the educational community. YNN also lists the company that supplies the satellite dishes as a “partner.” This latest YNN initiative serves to crystallize the moral question around corporate involvement in public education. Corporate involvement is primarily self-interested involvement. For example, Coca Cola agrees to pay a school a certain amount of money in exchange for exclusive rights to market its product to the students (consumers) in the school. Given the fact that schooling is compulsory, we are, in effect, compelling students to be the subjects of a marketing campaign. The students will be confronted by strategically placed vending machines in the cafeteria and hallways. They will probably have corporate logos painted on their gym walls. They may also be wearing school team uniforms with the same corporate logo, and if they are students at the last school at which I taught, they may even see some of their teachers wearing sweatshirts with that ubiquitous logo on the front. It certainly lends new meaning to the old invocation, “Look up at the teacher!” From Coca Cola’s (and other corporations, too) point of view, this is not just about selling product. This is also about building a customer base. Marketing research has shown that customers who “bond” early with a product are more likely to stick with that product when they become adults. The advertising trade journals are shamelessly frank about their eagerness to market to young people. The Canadian Teachers’ Federation’s Heather-jane Robertson, writing in The Toronto Star on March 8, 1999, says that the youth market is a $20 billion business. The YNN plan takes the notion of a “captive audience” two significant steps further. First, instead of just one product (say, Coca Cola) being marketed, you can now market five or more products on any given day (the typical TV commercial lasts 30 seconds, so 2.5 minutes of advertising gives you five ads). Second, and more insidious, the students have to watch the ads. Marketing executives must feel that they have died and gone to heaven! Fortunately, here in B.C., it looks as if it’s game over for this latest YNN effort. At the BCTF AGM, Minister of Education Paul Ramsey announced that YNN is not welcome in B.C. He has also instructed his deputy minister to write to all superintendents to inform them that daily compulsory viewing of advertising does not constitute instruction. It boggles the mind to think that it is necessary to tell superintendents this. The fact that a number of them had met with Rod MacDonald, president of YNN, the Friday before the AGM suggests that Ramsey’s statement was both necessary and timely. Dan Blake is English language arts helping teacher in the Surrey School District. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/BCTFNews.aspx?id=27995,BCTF News Vol. 18, No. 1, September 2012  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development BCTF News archive 2013–14  2012–13  2011–12     2010–11  2009–10    En français  Home > Publications > Newsletters and Alerts > BCTF News > 2012-13 Archives     Volume 18, Number 1, September 2012   In this issue:  Professional growth plans   A new education minister   Private sector wage increases surge ahead   June settlement provisions retroactive   Standing Committee on Finance   BC falls behind other provinces in support for students    Professional growth plans Negotiations are planned to continue in the hope of reaching an agreement on professional growth and evaluation as part of an enhanced local bargaining process. The special representative assembly, held in August, formulated a set of criteria to guide the development of an agreement on professional growth: a professional growth plan needs time and resources  teachers must exercise autonomous control  teachers can construct multi-year plans  a professional growth plan does not require administrator approval  progress plans are not connected to evaluation  all due processes and rights in the collective agreement are preserved. The BCTF is currently requesting the BCPSEA to comply with the agreement in the LOU that “sufficient funds” be committed. To date, BCPSEA has refused to acknowledge this aspect of the agreement. These negotiations are set to conclude by October 30.  A new education minister Don McRae, a former teacher from Courtenay/ Comox, was appointed minister of education in the recent cabinet shuffle. His background as a teacher lends some hope that he will be open to discussing issues of class size/composition and funding. People were quick to note that Minister McRae, when a teacher, complained in a letter to NDP MLA Claire Trevena about the large numbers of students in his classes, many with IEPs. He is reported to have recently declared that the work of a teacher is far more demanding than that of an MLA. BCTF table officers met with McRae and discussed a range of issues including implementation of the settlement reached at the end of June, the LIF, the Cash for Kids, funding, class size, composition, specialist services, and the Teacher Regulation Branch. June settlement provisions retroactive The agreement reached at the end of June this year contained provisions that are retroactive to July 1, 2011, which was the beginning of the two-year term covered by the settlement. Locals are determining whether or not local collective agreement articles are superior to four new provincial articles governing leaves in the new agreement. Information on changes and benefits accruing to members as a result of the settlement is being provided by locals. However, members who utilized leave provisions, should review their usage over the past school year to ensure their leaves and accompanying conditions comply with the improved language of the new settlement or local provisions if they have been deemed superior. Areas that are affected: bereavement leave  compassionate care unpaid discretionary leave  TTOCs conducting union business  leave for conducting union business. Benefit improvements for many locals were also achieved under a standardized benefit plan. The BCTF will be able to provide more information on EHB benefit improvements once locals have indicated their position on joining the standardized plan. The plan will then be offered for tender, and once a carrier is chosen, an implementation process will begin. A process will then be established by each local to provide members with the means to collect the benefits. Private sector wage increases surge ahead Media commentators and representatives of business and government often resort to asserting that wages in the public sector outstrip those in the private sector. This uncorroborated assertion is frequently used as though it is a self evident truth. In fact nothing could be further from the truth.  The latest report from the BC Ministry of Labour for May to July 2012, shows that over the last five years, private-sector wage settlements in BC have led public-sector settlements by 2.2%. Next year, private-sector increases are expected to be in the 3% range. Standing Committee on Finance Each year the Standing Committee of the Legislature on Finance holds a consultation on what the public thinks should be in the budget. Again this year, the BCTF will be submitting a brief examining the impact of successive years of underfunding, the toll it has taken on services that support students, and the demands being made for change in an under-resourced environment. A comparison with the other provinces reveals just how much BC lags behind in funding and support for public education and the urgent need to at least bring the province up to the national average. The committee travels the province to hold hearings that are already underway. You can find a schedule, register, and access the online questionnaire at: leg.bc.ca/budgetconsultations/index.asp. You can participate in three ways: get a spot on the agenda and talk to the committee write a submission indicating what you think should be in the provincial budget use the form on the website to provide input electronically. The deadline for submissions is Thursday, October 18, 2012. The committee is required to report on the results of the consultation with British Columbians by Thursday, November 15, 2012. For previous BCTF submissions, go to: www.bctf.ca/IssuesInEducation.aspx?id=10720  BC falls behind other provinces in support for students The BC Ministry of Education repeatedly justifies underfunding by claiming the government is providing the highest funding ever for fewer students. Statistics Canada data shows that all of the provinces experienced declining enrolment between 2005–06 and 2009–10 except Alberta. Six provinces experienced a greater percentage decrease in student enrolment than BC. Yet other provinces hired more educators to support students. Overall, the number of FTE educators in Canada increased by 5% between 2005–06 and 2009–10, yet in BC, FTE educators decreased by 2%. If BC had increased the number of FTE educators by the same rate as did Canada (+5%) over the period 2005–06 and 2009–2010 there would have been 1,685 more FTE educators in BC schools or up to 1,550 more FTE teachers to support the learning needs of students. BC lags behind other provinces in improving funding support for public schools. While funding for elementary and secondary public schools increased across Canada between 2005–06 and 2009–2010, BC ranked at or near the bottom in terms of the percentage increase in education expenditures in all key areas.     Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/IssuesInEducation.aspx?id=21453&libID=21443,BCTF > Canadian Teacher Worklife Research  	BCTF > Issues in Education  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Issues in Education > Worklife Teacher Worklife Research   The following reports represent our selection of Canadian research into teachers’ worklives since 2001, and are intended to provide some context for the BCTF Research study, The Worklife of BC Teachers in 2009.  Canadian research   Froese-Germain, B. (2014). Work-Life Balance and the Canadian Teaching Profession. Canadian Teachers' Federation. [16 pages] In February and March 2014, the CTF conducted an online survey of elementary and secondary teachers on issues related to work-life balance. Over 8,000 responses from teachers across Canada revealed that the top stressor for teachers is not being able to devote as much time as they would like to each of their students. 79% of teachers believe their stress related to a work-life imbalance has increased over the past five years, and 85% report that work-life imbalance is affecting their ability to teach the way they would like to teach.  Duxbury, L., & Higgins, C. (2013). The 2011/12 National Study on Balancing Work, Life and Caregiving in Canada: The Situation for Alberta Teachers. [88 pages]   In 2011/12, 2,462 Alberta teachers participated in Duxbury and Higgins' third national study of work-life balance. In comparing the teacher sample with the national findings from 25,000 other employed Canadians, the authors found that teachers work more hours per week than most Canadians and are twice as likely as other Canadians to report high levels of overload in their work. Furthermore, only 40% of Alberta teachers report high job satisfaction, compared with 59% of the overall sample, and the dissatisfaction they report is primarily related to career development and opportunities to meet their career goals. Alberta Teachers’ Association. (2012). The New Work of Teaching: A Case Study of the Worklife of Calgary Public Teachers. Edmonton: ATA. [28 pages]   In the spring of 2011, Calgary Public Teachers invited 20 teachers to partake in a pilot study that involved documenting in detail how they spent their time during a one-week period. This pilot work–time study, which is reported here, focused on three major issues: Work intensification—a perception, on the part of teachers, that they are working harder and putting in longer hours; the impact of technology on teachers’ work; and the impact of class composition—the increased complexity and diversity of student needs—on the workload of teachers..” MacDonald, R. J., Wiebe, S., Goslin, K., Doiron, R., & MacDonald, C. (2010). The Workload and Worklife of Prince Edward Island Teachers. Report commissioned by the PEI Teachers’ Federation. University of Prince Edward Island. Centre for Education Research: Charlottetown, PE. [137 pages]   This 2010 study found that although PEI teachers are working a similar number of hours per week as in 2002 (48 hours), they are spending less of that time on instruction (2.3 hours less). New demands have shifted how their teaching days are spent, increasing stress on their worklife. This study gathered information through a survey, daily work logs, focus groups, and detailed narratives, and makes 11 recommendations for education stakeholders. These include identifying the number and kind of administrative tasks required of teachers, and prioritizing them based on how they support student learning. Embedding professional collaborative time for teachers was seen as a goal, as well as adopting long-term processes rather than short-term fixes for enhancing teachers’ capacity to meet the evolving challenges of teaching and learning. Researchers “anticipate the study will encourage discussion among the key educational stakeholders about the role and work of teachers, particularly in the light of the province’s interest in adopting the ‘21st Century Skills’ philosophy.” Dyck-Hacault, G., & Alarie, R. (2010). Teacher Workload: MTS Task Force on Teacher Workload Final Report. Winnipeg: Manitoba Teachers' Society. [54 pages]    The Manitoba Teachers’ Society Task Force on Teacher Workload was created in June 2008 and investigated the issue of teacher workload in Manitoba by consulting with MTS members through focus groups, a workload survey, presentations on workload to members, member polling, and the solicitation of member comments. According to the survey, 52% of teachers in Manitoba experienced an increase in workload in the 2008–2009 school year over the previous year. Furthermore, 70% of respondents reported negative health impacts as a result of teaching, and 73% found that stress affected their job performance. The top concerns of Manitoba teachers were found to be class size and composition, technology, prep time, provincial/divisional demands, and extra-curricular activities.  Alberta Teachers’ Association. (2009). Looking Forward: Emerging trends and strategic possibilities for enhancing teaching and learning in Alberta schools 2009-2012. Edmonton: ATA. [44 pages]     Data from three surveys inform much of the data in this hard-copy publication (a 2008 version of this—Shaping Our Future—can be found on the ATA web site). They are the Member Opinion survey, Professional Development survey and the Beginning Teachers’ survey. Class size and composition issues were reported. Some improvements in access to both technology and print/text resources were described by Alberta teachers. Teachers in Alberta reported working 53 hours a week, and while over 80% considered teaching satisfying, only one-third would recommend teaching as a career. 40% of teachers said they had difficulty balancing personal and work life, and about 14% reported bouts of depression. The report includes a significant section on new teachers, an under-reported group in Canada.   Elementary Teachers’ Federation of Ontario (2009). Voices From the Classroom: Experiences and Perspectives of Elementary Public School Teachers in Toronto. Toronto: ETFO. [45 pages]     In undertaking this project, the ETFO sought to speak directly to elementary school teachers in Toronto to hear their “unvarnished point of view” on the issues, trends, stresses, and challenges they face in their work. While elementary school teachers seemed to be generally positive about their work and driven by a strong sense of vocational purpose, they also reported a number of areas of frustration. The negative factors undermining teachers’ abilities to create and maintain rich learning environments include ever-increasing paperwork, large classes, inadequate resources to serve increasing numbers of special needs students, and unrealistic curriculum requirements. For some teachers, this has resulted in reduced morale and job satisfaction as they feel increased frustration and loss of control. Focus group participants came up with a number of solutions, including reduced workloads, reduced class sizes, and more specialized staff support and resources across the system.  Pickering, C. (2008). Challenges in the Classroom and Teacher Stress. Health and Learning Magazine (6), 22-27.     This article summarizes the findings of various studies on teacher stress and working conditions, with a particular focus on the research of Dr. Lynda Younghusband on high school teachers in Newfoundland. The author finds that teacher organizations worldwide agree that stress has a harmful and negative effect on their members. In general, the causes of this stress are well understood; but effective, well-funded solutions to the problem are more difficult to come by.  Kamanzi, P.C., Riopel, M-C, and Lessard, C. (2007). School Teachers in Canada: Context, profile and work. Highlights of a Pan-Canadian survey. University of Montreal. [50 pages]     Kamanzi, Riopel, and Lessard (2007), in a wide-ranging study of Canadian teachers’ work, explored professional induction and development, social relations in school, work satisfaction, perception of changes on teachers’ work, and perception of the profession of educator. They found that teachers’ work was impacted by decisions made at the provincial level, whether by government or a Ministry of Education. Of teachers who responded to Kamanzi et al.’s survey, 88.6% stated that their workload had increased in recent years. The authors also found that BC and Quebec teachers were more pessimistic about educational change than teachers in other provinces. They reported that most respondents loved teaching, but that barely half of BC teachers felt able to meet the needs of students with special needs.  Manitoba Teachers' Society. (2007). Manitoba Teachers’ Society Workload Study. Winnipeg: MTS. [Full document not available online].   3,000 Manitoba teachers were surveyed. 50% reported an increase in workload relative to the previous year, with results closely matching the 2005 CTF study. Close to 55% of respondents were working 51 or more hours per week. 92% indicated that they felt ‘overworked’ while 68% said stress affected their job performance. Class size was identified as a major issue for Manitoba teachers, with 51% reporting an increase in class size.  Leithwood, K. (2006). Teacher working conditions that matter: Evidence for change. A report prepared for the Elementary Teachers’ Federation of Ontario. Toronto: ETFO. [125 pages]     This study reviews an extensive range of Canadian and international literature which linked to eight internal states pertaining to teachers, with the claim that by considering the eight states, analysis of teachers’ work and workload could be considered and proposals for change could be identified. The eight states were:   sense of individual professional efficacy,   sense of collective professional efficacy,   job satisfaction,   organizational commitment,   level of stress and burnout,   morale,   engagement in the school or profession, and   pedagogical content knowledge.   Leithwood offers recommendations targeted at teachers, administrators, policy makers, and teacher unions, most aimed at pro-active steps to create and maintain working conditions that matter. One key message is that teachers’ working conditions can be addressed systemically to create a manageable workload.  COMPAS Inc. (2006). State of the teaching profession 2006 annual survey: A COMPAS report to the Ontario College of Teachers. Toronto: OCT. [47 pages]     This report found both high satisfaction and moderately high stress in Ontario’s teachers. Most satisfaction was found in working with students and colleagues while adding to their knowledge of teaching and subject focus. 81% would recommend going into teaching as a career. Stress levels appear consistent across age ranges and gender. Time constraints, parental blame, dealing with children from dysfunctional families, teacher performance appraisals, and school politics were identified (in descending order) as the most stressful aspects of teaching. Respondents were also asked to consider how education had changed over time, with both positive (textbooks, teaching, facilities) and negative (student/parent respect for teachers, student behavior, quality of family life) aspects reported.  James Matsui Research Inc. (2006). OECTA Workload Study: Executive Summary . Toronto: Ontario English Catholic Teachers' Association. [12 pages]     James Matsui’s report was based on phone interviews with 1,767 elementary teachers. Average working hours were 54.5 hours per week. Those with the least experience worked the greatest number of hours, and hours worked decreased as experience increased. Over a year, OECTA members worked on average 35 days on weekends, holidays, and vacation days. 88% reported feeling stressed from overwork, and 89% reported negative impacts on their personal lives from overworking, while 80% stated that their physical or mental health has been affected by the amount of time their work demands.  Canadian Teachers' Federation. (2005). Canadian Teachers’ Federation National Teachers’ Poll. Ottawa: CTF. [Full document not available online].   Key findings:  83% of Canadian teachers reported that they had a higher workload than in 2001, with 58% indicating a substantial increase in workload. In 2001, 63% of teachers reported an increase in their workload compared to the two years prior.   Teachers report in 2005 that they work an average of 55.6 hours a week including assigned classroom instruction, course preparation, grading and reporting, individual help to students, meetings, parent interviews, and supervision of students. In the 2001 survey, teachers reported an average work week of 51.8 hours.   51% of teachers stated that their class sizes have grown between 2003 and 2005, with only 1 in 10 teachers reporting smaller class sizes.   74% of teachers surveyed reported an increase in the number of students with special needs in their class in the past two years.   Matsui, J. (2005). The worklife attitudes of Ontario public elementary teachers. Toronto: Elementary Teachers' Federation of Ontario. [Full document not available online].  Written by James Matsui, this study explicitly links teachers’ feelings of being overworked with workload. Increased workload led to frustration as teachers felt it more difficult to meet their own personally-developed standards, and that pressures of work left little space to acquire new skills, to work with individual students and to collaborate with peers. 86% reported that work-related demands had negative effects on their personal and family lives. The main stressors identified by respondents were: numbers of students with special needs in classes, cutbacks in specialist teachers and support staff, and class size. In terms of priorities for action, teachers identified class size, prep time, special needs, and specialist support as the four top priorities to be addressed by their union.  Nova Scotia Teachers Union. (2005). Marking and Preparation Time Study: An Examination of the Marking and Preparation Time Available to Teachers in the Public School System in Nova Scotia. Halifax: NSTU. [13 pages]     The NSTU carried out this study in response to a 1994 decision by the provincial government to reduce the amount of marking and preparation time allotted to teachers as a means of cutting costs. The Teachers’ Provincial Agreement compels boards to ensure that teachers are given an average of 10% of instructional time for preparation and marking, an amount that the union has consistently asserted to be inadequate. Although the results of the study show that classroom teachers in Manitoba have an average of 11.1% marking and preparation time, 6.8%, or approximately 650 teachers, have no marking and preparation time at all. An additional 24.6%, or nearly 2,400 teachers, have less than 10%. 47% of respondents indicated that they do not feel as though they have enough scheduled time for marking and preparation. The authors conclude that without adequate time for preparation and marking, teachers will be unable to develop optimum learning environments for their students and will suffer from unproductive levels of stress.  Smaller, H., Tarc, P., Antonelli, F. Clark, R., Hart, D. & Livingstone, D. (2005). Canadian Teachers’ Learning Practices and Workload Issues: Results from a National Teacher Survey and Follow-Up Focus Groups. Paper presented at the annual conference of the Research Network on Work and Lifelong Learning (WALL), June. [37 pages]      This SSHRC-funded project compared Canadian teachers’ work and learning with other Canadian workers. They reported that:  Canadian teachers are older than the labour force in general, and more likely to be female and white.   About 20% of teachers are employed part-time. Full-time teachers work at least 45 hours a week.   Teachers have a very high rate (69%) of involvement in voluntary organizations and have a high rate of unpaid housework of more than 15 hours a week.   Teachers reported a higher level of participation (90%) in courses and other learning.   Teachers’ extensive unpaid overtime, their relatively high levels of job stress, and the extent of their volunteer work, should be better understood by the general public.   Dibbon, D. (2004). It’s about time!: A report on the impact of workload on teachers and students. St. John's: Memorial University of Newfoundland. [48 pages]     Reporting a working week of over 52 hours for teachers in Newfoundland and Labrador, Dibbon reported high levels of ‘invisible’ work, much done in teachers’ own time. He states that teachers are “over worked, stressed and frustrated with various aspects of their jobs.” Arguing for increased preparation time, more manageable reporting, and reduced supervision as ways to reduce workload, Dibbon also addresses class size and composition and the rate of educational change in a wide-ranging argument for redesigning teaching to better meet students’ needs while making work manageable.  Canadian Teachers’ Federation. (2003). A national survey of teacher workload and worklife. Ottawa: CTF. [Full document not available online].   This report includes data from across Canada concerning:  Class size/composition,   Length of the school year and instructional time,   Assigned non-instructional duties,   Teachers’ professional development, and   Provincial teacher unions’ reports on worklife.   Alberta Teachers’ Association. (2002). Falling Through the Cracks: A Summary of What We Heard About Teaching and Learning Conditions in Alberta Schools. Edmonton: ATA. [76 pages]     In May and June 2002, the Alberta Teachers’ Association held over 40 hearings across the province to collect data about teaching and learning conditions in Alberta and received nearly 1,200 submissions from teachers, school staff members, subject specialist groups, school councils, and other education stakeholders. This report reflects the findings of those investigations and is built around six major topics: class size and composition; curriculum change, teaching resources, and professional development; funding issues, urban/rural inequities, and the physical environment; social contexts of teaching and learning; teachers and teaching; and provincial achievement testing. Teachers noted that they faced increasing demands to meet with colleagues and specialists in order to coordinate students’ programs, but at the same time had for a number of years seen a great reduction of preparation time within each school day. They also mentioned an enormous increase in the amount of paperwork that they were required to do, some of which they felt was pointless and which took time away from teaching, preparation and marking.  Alberta Teachers’ Association. (2002). Cracks in the Foundations: Why We Heard What We Heard. An Outline of the Fiscal, Social, and Policy Origins of Critical Issues Affecting Teaching and Learning. Edmonton: ATA. [19 pages]     As a companion piece to the ATA’s Falling Through the Cracks report, this paper seeks to shed some light on the underlying causes of the concerns that the report outlines.  Compiled by Charlie Naylor, Research Department, Emily O'Neill and Karen Rojem, BCTF Information Services.   About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Touring a natural gas drilling rig with @MLA Mike Bernier, and Brian from EnCana http://t.co/AifdJ4H07b" @Teresa_Wat - 06:01pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20140925,betterschoolsbc.ca,http://betterschoolsbc.ca/?popupbbu764Anchor,Homepage | Better Schools BC Skip to content Better Schools Futures on the Line Consequences of Cuts Building Blocks Shared Stories Enter Come inside to find out how to help make BC schools better.   Better Schools A message from Teachers Futures on the Line Consequences of Cuts Building Blocks to Better Schools Why I Teach My Favourite Teacher We can't leave kids waiting   Too many BC kids are coping with crowded classrooms, long waits for help, and outdated textbooks, computers and resources. That's just not good enough. We can't leave students waiting.   TV Ads Watch the Videos Classroom Investments Classroom Investments Waiting... for smaller classes Waiting... for smaller classes Waiting... for a teacher librarian Waiting... for a teacher librarian Waiting... for a counselor Waiting... for a counselor Waiting... for special needs support Waiting... for special needs support   “Sharing” – as seen during the 2013 Super Bowl “Sharing” – as seen during 2013 Super Bowl No team can do their best without the support they need – and that's as true in a school classroom as it is on the field. Let's make sure BC kids have the individual attention, support and resources that will help them succeed.   Futures on the Line We all know our children's future – and our province's prosperity – rely on a quality education today. But unless we reverse 12 years of provincial cuts and neglect, our schools can't deliver the education BC students deserve. Crowded classrooms: Government cuts have left BC with the highest number of students per educator in Canada. Just to reach the national average, we'd need to hire 6,600 more. Help for students with special needs: In just five years, the number of classrooms with four or more students with special needs has jumped by more than 3,000. But with 770 fewer special education teachers and 120 fewer counsellors, the wait for assessment and help keeps getting longer. Classroom resources: BC ranks dead last in Canada in investments per student. And we've lost nearly one in three teacher-librarians over the past decade. This is what the provincial government wants to lock in for the next 10 years. That's not good enough. We can't leave kids waiting. The numbers tell the story Did you know... Per-student funding in BC is almost $1,000 less than the national average? Or that BC would have to hire 6,600 more teachers today just to get to its student-to-teacher ratio to the national average? Find out more about BC education numbers — and the story they tell — by taking a 'scroll' through this carousel. BC now almost $1,000 below national average in per-student funding Our schools are getting worse for BC students... when our future depends on them getting better. Today in BC, per-student funding has fallen to almost $1,000 below the national average — the worst funding in Canada. Source: BCTF calculations with data from Statistics Canada (2013), Summary Elementary and Secondary School Indicators for Canada, the Provinces and Territories 2006/07 to 2010/11, Table 21 BC the only province to get rid of teachers While all other provinces are hiring teachers, over the past five years BC is the only province to see a net loss of teachers — as a result of chronic underfunding of public education. In all, over the past 12 years BC has lost 3,500 teachers, including 1,500 specialist teachers. Sources: BCTF Research table, with figures from the BC Ministry of Education (2002, 2012) Staff by Year and Program Code (unpublished Form 1530 data) BC has the highest student-to-teacher ratio in Canada BC's student-to-educator ratio has ballooned to become the highest in the country and, as this graph shows, well above the national average. That's what happens when you're the only province in Canada getting rid of teachers. In fact, to bring our student-to-teacher ratio down to the national average, BC would have to hire 6,600 more teachers today. Source: BCTF Research table For 2001/02 to 2007/08 figures, see Statistics Canada (2010), Summary Public School Indicators for Canada, the Provincies and Territories, 2001/02 to 2007/08—Table A.14 For 2006/07 to 2010/11 figures, see Statistics Canada (2013), Summary elementary and Secondary School Indicators for Canada, the Provinces and Territories, 2006/07 to 2010/11, Table 13 Classroom composition issues skyrocket The number of classes in BC with four or more students with special needs (those students entitled to an Individual Education Plan, or IEP) has increased dramatically over the past half-dozen years. Class composition issues make it harder for every student to get the one-on-one time they need. Source: Figures from BC Ministry of Education (various years). Overview of Class Size and Composition in BC Schools BC education funding not keeping pace with national growth This graph shows that, during the last decade, investments in BC's public schools fell from above Canada's GDP to well below it. Sources: Statistics Canada (2010): Summary of Public School Indicators for the Provinces & Territories, 2002/03 to 2008/09 Statistics Canada (2011): Summary of Public School Indicators for the Provinces & Territories, 2005/06 to 2009/10 Better Classrooms for BC Kids BC's teachers are working with parents, schools and the employer on solutions that build on our public schools' strengths and makes kids and classrooms the priority. And it's not too late for the provincial government will work with us too, instead of locking in 12 years of cuts and neglect for another decade. It all starts with restoring funding to education and investing more in kids and schools. That will give BC schools the resources to make real progress on three key priorities – and make a huge difference for students: Restore class size limits, so teachers can give every child more individual attention Provide more assessment and support for all students with special needs, so every child can succeed Place learning specialist teachers in every school, so all students can benefit from counselling, teacher-librarians and other learning supports Consequences of Cuts Kids pushed to a lower priority. How? 10 years ago, education made up 20% of the provincial budget. Today, it’s only 15%. Real cuts can be felt in the classroom: Funding has fallen as a share of the provincial economy. In fact, BC’s education funding fell behind the rest of Canada’s in 2002/03 — and we’ve lagged ever since. Neighbourhood schools closed doors: Nearly 200 schools have shut down. The result: more crowding in other schools and longer bus rides and distances for students to travel. Fewer teachers mean less individual attention: The rest of Canada is gaining teachers — while BC is losing them. Enrolment decreased in all provinces except Alberta between 2005-06 and 2009-10. Yet most provinces hired more educators. Overall the number of first-time educators increased by about 5% but decreased in BC by 2%. Kids with more needs but no extra resources: Demands on schools are increasing in several high-cost areas. For instance, not counting the gifted program, there were 1,560 more students in special education programs in 2011-12 than in 2001-02. It's harder for kids to learn: school districts are struggling to make up for funding shortfalls. There are fewer teachers, larger classes, shorter school weeks and more closure days. And budget cuts mean outdated textbooks and inadequate supplies.   Timeline: How did we get here? Apr 17, 1998 Jan 25, 2002 Sept 27, 2005 Oct 7, 2005 Sept 8, 2006 June 8, 2007 Apr 1, 2011 June 24, 2011 Feb 28, 2012 Mar 5, 2012 Apr 1, 2012 June 1, 2012 June 26, 2012 May 24, 2013 Apr 17, 1998 Teachers give up any salary increases for two years to negotiate smaller classes for all grades, more support for special needs kids and more learning specialist teachers in schools to help make schools better for BC kids. Jan 25, 2002 Gordon Campbell’s Liberal government, with Christy Clark as Minister of Education, illegally tears up teachers’ collective agreements.   Bills 27 and 28 eliminate protections on class size and composition, cut support for kids with special needs, and strip teachers of bargaining rights. This move slashes $336 million annually from public education…devastating cuts that continue to affect kids, teachers and schools. Sept 27, 2005 With no new agreement at the beginning of the school year, and the government refusing to negotiate, teachers vote to begin job action. Their primary bargaining issues become achieving more help for kids with special needs, preventing community schools from closing, negotiating for reinstated caps on class size and composition, and wages and benefits.      Oct 7, 2005 Despite looming fines, teachers vote 90.5% in favour of withdrawing services: to both stand up for their students and to protest the Liberal government’s introduction of Bill 12…legislation that circumvents open negotiations. The teachers’ protests last two weeks – as they continue to advocate for better schools. News stories each day mention waves of parent support as they walk picket lines alongside teachers and bring food to those on the line in solidarity. Sept 8, 2006 A new five-year agreement is reached. It gives teachers a very modest salary increase. Lowest paid districts receive slightly more.  June 8, 2007 The Supreme Court of Canada declares the BC Liberal government’s 2002 Bill 29 unconstitutional and affirms that workers’ rights to collectively bargain their working conditions are protected by the Charter of Rights and Freedoms.  Apr 1, 2011 BC Supreme Court rules 2002’s Bills 27 and 28 unconstitutional for removing teachers’ bargaining rights and stripping guarantees for class size and support for students with special needs. The government is given one year to remedy the injustice and reinstate bargaining rights. June 24, 2011 With the government refusing to negotiate on the key issues of class size and composition, 90% of teachers vote “yes” in a province-wide vote to begin job action and withdraw administrative work in September. Feb 28, 2012 The Liberal government introduces a new Bill 22, prohibiting teachers from bargaining on key issues like class size, composition and staff levels — and demands a two-year wage freeze. The government threatened to impose contract conditions and prevent further job action.   Mar 5, 2012 Teachers begin a legal three-day strike to protest the government’s refusal to negotiate class size and other key issues. By now, there are 12,000 overcrowded classrooms in BC (including those with four or more students designated with special needs) and students are waiting years for special needs assessments.  Apr 1, 2012 Bill 22 passes. Government imposes fines that threaten to cost the teachers more than $20 million a day for any additional striking. But the key issues teachers are standing up for remain unresolved. So, with few other choices, teachers make a difficult decision and vote in favour of suspending their volunteer work on all extracurricular activities.  June 1, 2012 BCTF files court action over the failure of government to address the BC Supreme Court's ruling that they restore bargaining rights on key issues like class size, composition and staffing levels. June 26, 2012 Teachers cooperate with government-imposed mediator and sign a contract; but, problems like class size, composition, guarantees of support for students with special needs, staffing levels for teacher-librarians, counsellors, and ESL teachers remain unsolved.  May 24, 2013 After weeks of solid progress by teachers and the employer toward a contract, the government derails the process. They order the employer to adopt the government's position of locking in the last 12 years of neglect and cuts for another decade. Building blocks Making schools better requires a solid foundation — and that’s exactly what these building blocks provide.  We invite you to explore our seven blocks — and print them, share them, pin them! And keep coming back for new tidbits and updates.  And we invite you to be part of the conversation for better schools on Twitter — follow us and share your thoughts. Class size and composition What's at stake – Infographic Solutions for kids #Follow this discussion (on Twitter) The Problem Since the Liberals came to power: 12,000 overcrowded classes 3,000 teaching positions chopped $3 billion less funding available for public schools Solutions for kids: Put classrooms first Reduce class sizes and improve support for kids with special needs — so every student gets the individual attention they need. What Others Are Saying A definitive study commissioned by the US Department of Education analyzed achievement levels of students in 2,561 schools across the nation. It found that, after controlling for student background, the only objective factor found to be correlated with higher student success was class size — not school size, not teacher qualifications, nor any other variable that the could be identified. Updates AFT releases brief on benefits of small class size Compelling evidence demonstrates that reducing class size, particularly for younger children, has a positive effect on student achievement overall and an especially significant impact on the education of disadvantaged children. The American Federation of Teachers (AFT) is a strong advocate for reducing class size to help raise student achievement, especially in high poverty, at-risk schools. Read more from the AFT brief Reducing class size: What do we know (Report from the Canadian Education Association) Smaller class sizes are an intuitively good idea. Both parents and teachers believe that smaller groups of students allow for more individual attention and result in higher achievement. In addition, teachers believe that smaller class sizes provide for more manageable classes and better relations with parents. After many studies of the impact of class size, and lively debate about their interpretation, a consensus has emerged that class size makes a small but useful improvement to achievement in the early grades. The impact is greater when accompanied by pedagogical change. Because of its widespread popularity, reducing class size is a relatively straightforward policy initiative; its implementation, however, is complex because it affects utilization of classrooms, recruitment and allocation of teachers, and grouping of students, and may require the creation of split or combined grades in the primary and junior divisions. Read more from the report by the Canadian Education Association Learning specialist teachers What's at stake – Infographic Solutions for kids #Follow this discussion (on Twitter) The Problem Over their 11 years in office, the BC Liberals have cut 1500 specialist teachers — including 750 special needs teachers alone. And this is happening when there are more children than ever requiring extra classroom attention. Solutions for kids: Place specialist teachers back in every school Make sure students can draw on the crucial skills of specialist teachers: teacher-librarians, special needs teachers, counsellors, ESL teachers and more.  Updates The Delivery Of Education Services For Students Who Have An Intellectual Disability On September 29, 1948 Mrs. Victoria B. Glover, a grandmother of an eight year old boy, wrote a letter to the editor of the Toronto Star challenging readers to contemplate the common practice of sending children with disabilities away to institutions to ‘learn’. She asked: ….If these children can be taught something at Orillia [Huronia Regional Center], why cannot a day school be put at their disposal? Did Mrs. Glover have any idea that the pebble she was throwing would not only start a ripple, but swell into an entire movement? Her question reached families and other like-minded allies across Ontario who would soon found what would one day be known as the Community Living Movement. By banding together, they found strength and courage with and from each other. Read the full report from Community Living Ontario   Reducing child poverty What's at stake – Infographic Solutions for kids #Follow this discussion (on Twitter) The Problem There are 137,000 BC children living in poverty. And yet the BC government is one of only three provinces who have yet to commit to a comprehensive poverty-reduction strategy. It's not hard to see the problem: when kids come to school without the basics of food, adequate clothing or housing, they're in no place to focus on learning. Solutions for kids: Reduce child poverty Tackle the single biggest obstacle many children face in getting a quality education today — create a plan and take action to reduce child poverty. After all, each child deserves the chance to an equal start in life. And in so doing, let's help kids break the cyle of poverty and make the most of their education later on.   Updates Canada can do more to protect its children from poverty, new UNICEF report A new report released by UNICEF comparing child poverty in 35 industrialized countries reveals Canada could be doing more to protect its children. “The face of poverty in Canada is a child’s face,” says UNICEF Canada’s Executive Director David Morley. “This is unacceptable. It is clearly time for Canada to make children a priority when planning budgets and spending our nation’s resources, even in tough economic times.” See more from UNICEF Canada Authentic student assessment What's at stake – Infographic Solutions for kids #Follow this discussion (on Twitter) The Problem Across BC, teachers, principals, and school-district staff spend ever increasing amounts of time on data collection to meet accountability requirements, teaching to the test to boost achievement scores, and explaining to parents of stressed 9-year-olds that the testing must proceed. This takes the focus away from the ongoing classroom assessment that actually helps students learn. Solutions for kids: Make student assessment authentic Use standardized tests only to identify system-wide issues, and let teachers tailor ongoing assessment to each student. Updates Standardized Testing Fails the Exam For the last four decades, students' scores on standardized tests have increasingly been regarded as the most meaningful evidence for evaluating U.S. schools. Most Americans, indeed, believe that students' standardized test performances are the only legitimate indicator of a school's instructional effectiveness. Yet, although test-based evaluations of schools seem to occur almost as often as fire drills, in most instances these evaluations are inaccurate. That's because the standardized tests employed are flat-out wrong. Read more of this article from W. James Popham, who began his career in education as a high school teacher in Oregon, and is professor emeritus at the University of California at Los Angeles's School of Education and Information Studies Investing more in education Solutions for kids #Follow this discussion (on Twitter) The Problem Since 2002, $3 billion has been cut from BC classrooms – and the Liberal government’s education budget freeze will mean $400 million more is cut over the next three years. Solutions for kids: Invest more in public education After years of school funding falling behind enrolment and rising costs, let’s start investing again — and making up lost ground. Updates 2012 BCTF Brief to the Select Standing Committee on Finance and Government Services Our students deserve better Students in British Columbia are being shortchanged in comparison to students elsewhere in Canada. The teachers of BC are urgently appealing to the Select Standing Committee on Finance and Government Services to recommend to government sufficient increases in education funding to reverse this situation and provide more educational services to BC students. We believe these services are vitally important to the students in school now and to the social and economic health of the province in the longer term. In this brief, we will identify how the situation in BC compares to other provinces, and why the government should, as a start, adopt a plan to bring BC’s education funding and services up to at the very least the average in Canada. BC is below the Canadian average in improvements to education funding. This is a situation that should not exist in a province endowed with such natural wealth and human potential. Our students deserve better. Read the full brief from 2012 Respect for all What's at stake – Infographic Solutions for kids #Follow this discussion (on Twitter) The Problem Because of social, economic and other reasons, too many BC students fall through the cracks and aren't able to take full advantage of the opportunity to learn — including aboriginal kids, at-risk youth, children in care, immigrant students and more. Solutions for kids: Respect diversity and equal opportunity It's time to make it a priority to address cultural and systemic barriers like inequality, bullying and discrimination that stand between too many children and their ability to reach their potential.   Updates Bullying in Canada: How intimidation affects learning In 2005, a group of researchers conducted a major international study that looked at more than 120,000 students from 28 countries. The study, which was published in The European Journal of Public Health, found that students who were bullied on a weekly basis are almost twice as likely to experience headaches, stomach aches, backaches or dizziness, as their non-bullied peers.  Furthermore, compared to non-bullied students, victims of bullying were 1.7 to 7.5 times more likely to experience psychological symptoms such as loneliness, nervousness, petulance as well as other symptoms related to depression such as difficulty sleeping, tiredness and helplessness. There is also growing international evidence that "low-level or underlying forms of violence have a profound effect on the learning environment of schools" and bullying has been documented as the most prevalent form of low-level violence in schools. Numerous studies have shown that bullied students often simply avoid school; between 6 and 8% of students stay away from school because of bullying, and victims of bullying are more likely to drop out of school. Bullied students also report difficulties in concentrating on their school work and obtain lower levels of academic achievement than their non-bullied peers. See the full study by The Canadian Council on Learning Collective bargaining rights Solutions for kids #Follow this discussion (on Twitter) The Problem Since 2002, the Liberal government has introduced 20 laws aimed at stripping negotiated contracts, circumventing free collective bargaining, and banning teachers from negotiating key education issues such as class size and composition. Solutions for kids: Restore teachers' rights to bargain for class size and composition Respect the Supreme Court of Canada decision, and let teachers bargain for better learning and working conditions.   Updates North Vancouver teacher running 22 marathons in 22 days to protest B.C. education bill Running 22 marathons in 22 days across B.C. is no easy feat, says North Vancouver teacher Ian Cunliffe, but every mile is worth it if he can bring more attention to Bill 22, the B.C. government’s Education Improvement Act. The bill’s name is misleading because it “slashes funding to the bone” rather than improving education, Cunliffe says, speaking to The Outlook by phone at a pit-stop on day two of his grueling 1,000-kilometre run. Steadily following Highway 3, he left Fernie that morning on his way to Jaffray, a village 47 kilometres east of Cranbrook. See the full story in the North Shore Outlook Diversity We want to celebrate diversity, promote antibullying and call on school boards to adopt specific antiracism and antihomophobia policies. For example, only 20 school districts in BC have specific antihomophobia policies that explicitly protect their staff and students. Teachers are also working to get Aboriginal employment equity agreements in place and more supports for children with special needs.   Share your stories. Get involved. People just like you are getting involved to make BC schools better.  Teachers are speaking up about their passion for teaching and how much they care about kids.  Lots of people are telling us how teachers have made a difference in their lives.  Take a look and submit your own video story (it’s really easy). Also on this page you can join in the discussions we’re having on Facebook and Twitter about how to make better schools for BC a reality. Why I teach   » More "Why I teach" My Favourite Teacher   » More "My Favourite Teacher" Join The Discussion 'like' BC teachers on facebook follow @bctf on twitter submit your own "My Favourite Teacher" or "Why I Teach" video download a wallpaper or profile picture Our Latest Tweets   Follow @BCTF     betterschoolsbc.ca © 2012 BC Teachers' Federation. All rights reserved. Top Are you seeing this? If you are not using a "low-level" device (such as a cell phone, PDA, screen reader, etc.) you may want to enable JavaScript in your web browser.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2011/09/mr-abbott-ball-is-in-your-court.html?showComment=1315361546529,Staffroom Confidential: Mr. Abbott - the ball is in your court... Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, September 6, 2011 Mr. Abbott - the ball is in your court... As students return to school in BC this week, teachers are beginning a "teach only" job action. The purpose of this action is to put pressure on Administration, and thereby government, to come to the bargaining table with a new mandate. Only when the government moves off of it's "net zero" position can real bargaining begin. The government has come to the table with an extreme position - not one penny available for bargaining. Only concessions on the table. With inflation factored in, this means government wants teachers to "negotiate" how to cut their salary and benefits. They have stated over and over again that they will not move off of this position. Teachers have actually taken "0" percent four times in the last 13 years - 1998, 1999, 2004 and 2005. Once was when we "traded" no salary increase for class size limits, which have since been unilaterally removed by this government. The second was imposed when the government legislated teachers back to work and imposed zero for two years. Meanwhile, as teacher salaries fell from 3rd in Canada to 8th in the period since 2006, the premiere and MLA's (including Mr. Abbott himself) received a 29% pay increase. Is this good faith bargaining? Bargaining is a process of give and take. Of compromise. Both parties put positions on the table and expect to have to change their position. The process of negotiations is to work through these compromises. Teachers have openly said that our proposals are our "starting" position. In this case, however, one party, BCPSEA (the government's bargaining agent), has said there is no compromise. There is no room to move. "Net zero" will not change. In essence, there is no negotiation. Some newspaper editorials and even BCPSEA have been quoted publicly saying that the bargaining structure is doomed "to fail". Any bargaining structure where the people who make the decisions are not actually at the table is not likely to succeed. In this case, government holds the purse strings but they only have a "representative" at the table - not someone who has the authority to make decisions on their behalf. Further complicating the bargaining process is the fact that even though individual school boards both pay for and administer the collective agreement, they do not bargain very much locally with teachers' associations. This makes it difficult if not impossible to identify areas of shared interest, since the people who live with the agreement are similarly not at the table. If Mr. Abbott, the Minister of Education, has an interest in fixing the current dispute, he needs to: a) put an end to the "mandate" that restricts BCPSEA b) agree to fund a new agreement c) allow school Boards to negotiate Then, bargaining could start in earnest. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 1:40 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 6 comments: Silas WhiteSeptember 6, 2011 at 2:28 PM Where has BCPSEA said the bargaining structure is "doomed to fail"? Minister Abbott is not in charge of the net-zero mandate that applies to the entire BC public sector, not only teachers. Among the many responsibilities she has right now, this is in Shirley Bond's portfolio. But really, dropping/altering the net-zero mandate would be a major government decision that would involve Treasury Board, the Premier, all of cabinet... If you don't like it, I definitely understand why, but I mainly want to point out the fact that it is not actually a Ministry of Education decision. Suggesting it's a Ministry decision also implies that money can be taken from elsewhere in the Ministry to pay for teacher raises; this can't actually be done, and I also trust that you probably don't want that to happen because the money simply isn't there!ReplyDelete Tara EhrckeSeptember 6, 2011 at 3:25 PM Hi Silas, The "doomed to fail" was tweeted by Janet Steffenhagen (Vancouver Sun) yesterday: "Do you agree with @bcpsea that bargaining stucture designed to fail? If so, then why no fix?" Mr. Abbott can go to cabinet to seek a change to the mandate. The issue is that whoever is at the bargaining table ought to have authority to bargain and funding to bargain with.ReplyDelete AnonymousSeptember 6, 2011 at 7:12 PM Thanks Tara. You expressed the thoughts in my head very articulately. More articulately than I could. Another point to add is that when the government illegally stripped class size and composition out of the collective agreement they saved hundreds of millions of dollars. They saved that money illegally. Now they are saying they are not going to spend a cent more than they already are on public education as whole in BC. It's like a medical insurance company illegally refusing to give you money for a legitimate medical claim for years on end. Then when the courts finally tell them to pay you they drag their heals and don't pay out any extra money. -ChrisReplyDelete AnonymousSeptember 6, 2011 at 8:00 PM Silas-there is a solution: give Bc teachers wage parity in year 3. What is BCPSEA offering once Net Zero is over??? Or is Net Zero a long term or peranent strategy???ReplyDelete LGTSeptember 7, 2011 at 11:22 PM This is great information to get out there to the public. I agree that you are very articulate in stating the issues and the facts. Have any media people interviewed you? I wish that they would. I don't see any investigative reporting on this situation, to let the public in on what the real facts and history are around the bargaining table and especially about our collective agreement being stripped... and what our real wages are... I think it is important for this kind of information, such as your letter above, to be more publicized.ReplyDelete AnonymousSeptember 8, 2011 at 2:28 PM BC has the lowest corporate tax rate in the G8 countries. Not just Canada, or, North America, but the whole of the G8. This is crazy! Corporations are not paying their fair share. Plain and simple. Well, who do you think the Liberals are taking care of? It's sure not regular people. As for the HST, it was a 2 billion dollar gift to corporations when they already pay the least amount of tax in the G8. Wow. With the HST, the average BC citizen would pay more when the wealthy elite would pay less. This is why it got voted down. Raise the corporate tax rate 1%, just a tiny amount, and fix the money problems in BC. The government has the power. They CHOOSE to let middle / low income earners and social services like education pay for the wealthy. Bank profits this year alone are in the billions, again. Time to stop the insanity of Liberals driving the run away train of "capitalism rules" and rebalance the tax equation just a little. Sure business is important, but not like this. And, no, I am not an NDP or Liberal supporter. I believe in a Liberal or NDP minority government so all citizens are represented, not just those with Million dollar yachts or ones belonging to big unions. Things need to be more balanced. http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PBYXjn_AUrY http://taxpayer.com/blog/31-08-2011/bc-wage-rage-over-public-sector-pay http://themainlander.com/2011/02/02/vancouver-has-lowest-corporate-taxes-in-the-world/ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ▼  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ▼  September (10) Does BCPSEA represent the interest of School Trust... BCPSEA pushing American style "reform" agenda Wrong response to poverty and underfunded classroo... Mel Joy and the BC Trustees' new approach? Good riddance to BCeSIS Cranbrook Trustees re-instate recess during job ac... Shameful cuts to BCCPAC funding show "family first... In defense of compassionate care leave Mr. Abbott - the ball is in your court... Guest post: A teacher explains our bargaining posi... ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141006,www.huffingtonpost.com,http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/10/06/world-teachers-day-unesco-report_n_5927560.html,The World Needs 4 Million More Teachers To Get Every Child In A Classroom View mobile site October 6, 2014 Edition: U.S. Show/Hide Brasil BR Canada CA Deutschland DE España ES France FR Italia IT 日本 (Japan) JP 한국 (Korea) KR Maghreb MG United Kingdom UK United States US Follow Newsletters Get ImpactNewsletters Email address Enter Email Address Huffington Post Search Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search iOS app Android app More Log in Create Account Notifications 0 $USERNAME Profile Settings Logout FRONT PAGE Politics Supreme Court Rejects Gay Marriage Appeals From 5 States 641 Battle For The Senate Close And Competitive In Latest Polling 608 GOP Chair Dodges Tough Questions About Abortion 686 Netanyahu Gushes About His Relationship With Obama 294 Court Rejects Appeal On South Carolina Redistricting 234 Go to Politics More in Politics Pollster Politics Blog Off The Bus Election Maps Pollster You Might Also Like WorldPost Green Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Business Chipotle To Open A Second Pizzeria 26 Retailers Hiring The Most Employees For The Holidays 3 Paulson, Geithner, Bernanke Will Testify On AIG Bailout This Week 20 CVS Will Pay $225,000 Penalty For Mislabeling Packages 42 Loose E-Cigarette Laws May Cripple Future Regulation 65 Go to Business More in Business Small Biz Money You Might Also Like WorldPost Tech Media Arts Sports Weird News Smarter Ideas Urban Progress Entertainment JWoww 'Pulled A Britney' And Shaved Her Head 28 Beyonce Shares Makeup-Free Selfie 219 The 'Walking Dead' Cast Looks Totally Different Out Of Costume 93 Oprah Showed Up To Support Lindsay Lohan In New London Play 14 'Super Troopers 2' Is Officially Happening 19 Go to Entertainment More in Entertainment Celebrity TV You Might Also Like Comedy Arts Books Food Style Weird News Moviefone WorldPost Kurds Face Massacre In Syrian Border Town As Turkey Just Watches 286 How A Self-Described 'Blonde Tattooed Texas Girl' Became An ISIS Twitter Star 650 Islamic State Militants Publicly Kill 6 Iraqi Troops As Airstrikes Continue 61 American Held Hostage By ISIS: 'I Am Obviously Pretty Scared To Die' 37 Business Backlash Looms In Occupied Hong Kong 10 Go to WorldPost More in WorldPost Foreign Affairs Drug War Afghanistan Syria Conflict World Videos You Might Also Like Travel Politics Business Tech Religion Tech Hewlett-Packard Plans To Break Into Two Companies 75 Verizon's Redbox Instant Video Streaming To Shut Down 15 You're Using Your Sunglasses All Wrong 0 Facebook Possibly Planning A Secret New Use For Messenger, Leaked Screenshots Reveal 0 Go to Tech More in Tech TEDWeekends Social Media You Might Also Like Small Biz Green Science NY SF Smarter Ideas TechCrunch Engadget Education The Remarkable Idiocy Of 'Economically-Driven Education' 95 Go to Education More in Education Education Reform Teachers Bullying Ed-Lection 2012 Financial Education You Might Also Like College Teen Impact Parents Healthy Living College Hundreds Of Harvard Students Who Were Emailed A Threat Got An Apology Too 3 Go to College More in College College Rankings Majoring In Debt Hazing Dream Act You Might Also Like Teen Sports Comedy Parents Good News This Guy Is Going To Grab Coffee With Every Single One Of His 1,000 Facebook Friends 1 Go to Good News You Might Also Like GPS for the Soul Weird News Comedy Impact Green Healthy Living Comedy Books Arts Women I Tried Online Dating And No One Messaged Me Back 1K The Funniest Tweets From Women This Week 0 60 Little Tips That Can Change A College Girl's Life 2 Go to Women More in Women Love & Sex Career & Money Women's Health You Might Also Like Style Weddings Divorce Parents Healthy Living Black Voices Latino Voices HuffPost Live Next #FergusonOctober Calls For Change Next Juliette Binoche LIVE Tomorrow Unemployed Due To Breast Cancer Tomorrow A Week Without Your Inbox Tomorrow James Frey LIVE Go to Huffpost Live All Sections News Politics WorldPost Business Small Business Money Media Sports Education Crime Weird News Good News Entertainment Entertainment Celebrity Comedy Arts & Culture Books TV Life & Style Healthy Living GPS for the Soul Style Home Taste Weddings Travel Parents Divorce Huff/Post 50 Marlo Thomas OWN Dr. Phil Tech & Science Tech Science Green Code Voices Women Black Voices Latino Voices Voces (en español) Gay Voices Religion College Teen Impact Local Chicago DC Denver Detroit Hawaii Los Angeles Miami New York San Francisco Our Mobile Apps: iOS Android HuffPost Live (iOS) GPS For The Soul (iOS) GPS For The Soul (Android) Impact Opportunity Impact X Global Motherhood Millennial Impact Third Metric Food For Thought Everyday Heroes Inspiring Leaders Love Matters How Pregnant Women Are Becoming Victims Of The Ebola Outbreak 2014-09-30 09:26:28 Ebola Outbreak Is Creating A Huge Orphan Problem 2014-10-01 09:06:17 If You Don't Support Women's Rights in Birth, Don't Call Yourself a Feminist 2014-09-30 13:15:07 The Way to Fight Breast Cancer Is With a Vaccine -- Not Another Pink Product 2014-10-02 11:25:50 Better Education and Girls' Rights in Pakistan Start Now 2014-10-03 10:28:33 The "Celebrity Couples" Of Global Health And Development 2014-10-01 17:22:46 How A Phone App Is Changing Childbirth In Africa 2014-09-30 13:05:44 Previous Story Next Story The World Needs 4 Million More Teachers To Get Every Child In A Classroom The Huffington Post  | By Rebecca Klein Email Posted: 10/06/2014 7:33 am EDT Updated: 5 hours ago Nomzekelo Ndibongo, a teacher in South Africa, with her class. | Photo Courtesy of UNESCO/ Eva-Lotta Jansson Share Tweet Email Comment tumblr reddit In order to get every child in an elementary school classroom by the year 2015, the world would need 4 million more teachers. That's according to a new report from the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), which details the acute global teacher shortage currently taking place in 93 countries. If these countries were to achieve universal primary education over the next few years, they would need to hire millions more teachers, UNESCO found. The release of the new report coordinated with Sunday's World Teacher's Day. While the researchers noted that it is unlikely that the world will achieve universal primary education by 2015, researchers expressed hope that the goal may be more attainable in future years. Still, the need for more teachers is expected to increase over time. UNESCO found that the world would need more than 12 million additional teachers in order to get all young children in school by 2020. Of this 12 million, 10.2 million would be replacing teachers who retire, and 2.4 million would be entirely new jobs. Currently, there are 58 million children of primary school age who are not attending class worldwide, the report said. The teacher shortage is most extreme in sub-saharan Africa, where over 70 percent of countries currently need more teachers. As it stands, schools in the region suffer from overcrowding and a severe lack of resources or building maintenance. Nomzekelo Ndibongo, a third-grade teacher in South Africa, told UNESCO in 2013 that kids were leaving school because of the poor conditions. “These conditions caused some of these children to drop out of school because they cannot cope with broken chairs, broken desks and sitting on bricks, and classrooms with no doors and broken windows. So many of them dropped out,” Ndibongo said in a case study provided by UNESCO to The Huffington Post. The school where Ndibongo teaches in South Africa. Photo Courtesy of UNESCO/ Eva-Lotta Jansson However, in order to hire more teachers, the region would have to spend billions more in teacher salaries. For sub-Saharan Africa to achieve universal primary education by 2020, the region would need to spend $5.2 billion more per year than it does now. While some countries are expected to be able to shoulder the additional costs, a few could only hire the additional needed teachers with the help of outside donations, UNESCO wrote. And even as countries expand their teaching force, there is no guarantee that these teachers are sufficiently trained. In places with quickly expanding education systems, teachers sometimes do not live up to national standards, UNESCO found. According to the report, that's the case in 30 of the 91 countries for which researchers had data. “Having enough teachers is a necessary but not a sufficient condition to improve education quality: newly hired teachers also need to be motivated, well trained and willing to expand their pedagogical toolkits,” the report notes. Earlier on HuffPost: Close  The States With The Best Educational Outcomes For Girls of   Out of all 50 states, Florida has the 25th best educational outcomes for female students, according to a 2014 report from the Girl Scout Research Institute. Out of all 50 states, Oregon has the 24th best educational outcomes for female students, according to a 2014 report from the Girl Scout Research Institute. Out of all 50 states, North Carolina has the 23rd best educational outcomes for female students, according to a 2014 report from the Girl Scout Research Institute. Out of all 50 states, Delaware has the 22nd best educational outcomes for female students, according to a 2014 report from the Girl Scout Research Institute. Out of all 50 states, Iowa has the 21st best educational outcomes for female students, according to a 2014 report from the Girl Scout Research Institute. Out of all 50 states, South Dakota has the 20th best educational outcomes for female students, according to a 2014 report from the Girl Scout Research Institute. Out of all 50 states, Illinois has the 19th best educational outcomes for female students, according to a 2014 report from the Girl Scout Research Institute. Out of all 50 states, Nebraska has the 18th best educational outcomes for female students, according to a 2014 report from the Girl Scout Research Institute. Out of all 50 states, Kansas has the 17th best educational outcomes for female students, according to a 2014 report from the Girl Scout Research Institute. Out of all 50 states, Colorado has the 16th best educational outcomes for female students, according to a 2014 report from the Girl Scout Research Institute. Out of all 50 states, Rhode Island has the 15th best educational outcomes for female students, according to a 2014 report from the Girl Scout Research Institute. Out of all 50 states, Wisconsin has the 14th best educational outcomes for female students, according to a 2014 report from the Girl Scout Research Institute. Out of all 50 states, Maine has the 13th best educational outcomes for female students, according to a 2014 report from the Girl Scout Research Institute. Out of all 50 states, Wyoming has the 12th best educational outcomes for female students, according to a 2014 report from the Girl Scout Research Institute. Out of all 50 states, Pennsylvania has the 11th best educational outcomes for female students, according to a 2014 report from the Girl Scout Research Institute. Out of all 50 states, New York has the 10th best educational outcomes for female students, according to a 2014 report from the Girl Scout Research Institute. Out of all 50 states, Minnesota has the 9th best educational outcomes for female students, according to a 2014 report from the Girl Scout Research Institute. Out of all 50 states, Virginia has the 8th best educational outcomes for female students, according to a 2014 report from the Girl Scout Research Institute. Out of all 50 states, North Dakota has the 7th best educational outcomes for female students, according to a 2014 report from the Girl Scout Research Institute. Out of all 50 states, Maryland has the 8th best educational outcomes for female students, according to a 2014 report from the Girl Scout Research Institute. Out of all 50 states, Vermont has the 5th best educational outcomes for female students, according to a 2014 report from the Girl Scout Research Institute. Out of all 50 states, Connecticut has the 4th best educational outcomes for female students, according to a 2014 report from the Girl Scout Research Institute. Out of all 50 states, New Jersey has the 3rd best educational outcomes for female students, according to a 2014 report from the Girl Scout Research Institute. Out of all 50 states, New Hampshire has the 2nd best educational outcomes for female students, according to a 2014 report from the Girl Scout Research Institute. Out of all 50 states, Massachusetts has the best educational outcomes for female students, according to a 2014 report from the Girl Scout Research Institute.  Share  Tweet  ✖ Advertisement Share this ✖ close Current Slide More: World Teachers Day World Teachers Day Unesco Report World Teachers Day Unesco Global Teacher Shortage World Teacher Shortage Teacher Shortage Teacher Conditions Sub Saharan Africa Education Global Motherhood Suggest a correction   Click here to view Conversations Conversations More on Global Motherhood FOLLOW HUFFPOST Email Email Address Options The Morning Email Impact Get top stories and blog posts emailed to me each day.. Facebook HuffPost Impact Twitter HuffPost Follow Impact Follow Google Plus HuffPost Impact RSS Most Popular on HuffPost Latest News Impact All RSS / Feeds Phone Available on the App Store Android App on Google Play Get it at Blackberry App World Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search Advertise Log In Make HuffPost your Home Page RSS Careers FAQ User Agreement Privacy Comment Policy About Us About Our Ads Contact Us Copyright ©2014 TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. "The Huffington Post" is a registered trademark of TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. All rights reserved. Part of AOL Lifestyle Use this form to alert a HuffPost editor about a factual or typographical error in this story. Notify message * Required * * * What kind of error is this? Choose an option Factual or typographical Comment moderation problem Rights and permissions Other * What is the correction? 0 count Describe the error here (1,000 character limit) * Type the words below so we know you are not a cyborg Sign me up for The Morning Email Thank you!)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9984,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 4, March 2003 Black days for educators by Marvel Rogers As 45,000 teachers in British Columbia begin a new term, their worlds in our schools have been turned upside down by a government that legislates, demands, and demoralizes us. The tactics of the government and their informers have been to: strip our contract, which was negotiated using democratic procedures and a legal framework. insult, humiliate, and demoralize staff (principals and senior management included). disgrace staff in the eyes of their colleagues, clients, and students. threaten and humiliate school trustees. (Conform or be replaced—fired!) Historically governments consulted educators at all levels, embraced their ideas, and chose pathways based on solid research to drive best practice in education. Our government has lost its way. It would rather spend $6 billion on the Olympics and give itself up to 45% salary increases than invest in our educational system. In February 2002, pollsters McIntyre and Mussel found that only 11.6% of respondents believed that educational changes would improve the quality of education in this province. So why has the wrecking ball been taken to our profession? History has proven that no plan can work without the involvement and respect of the stakeholders. Today, every functioning organization believes in inclusion; yet this government storms on, excluding and demoralizing stakeholders. Its process of rushed reform is more like an ambush, which has led to disruption and confusion. In stark contrast to B.C.’s black days in education, the Saskatchewan minister of education speaks about celebrating excellence, reinforcing shared desires of teachers, administrators, and government to provide every student with high-quality learning opportunities so that students can be successful in education and in life. How refreshing it is to know that some government officials who do have a north star, a focus, to embrace quality education and to commend the stakeholders—the ones to make the process function. World Teachers’ Day is celebrated in a number of ways around the globe. Does our government know that this is a concept? Canada Post honours teachers with a World Teachers’ Day stamp. It pays tribute to teachers, who, with passion and dedication, shape the minds of tomorrow. Here in B.C., our minister has the worst relationship with the teachers of this province of any minister of education in the past 40 years. This minister misleads all of us, including the taxpayers of our province, with her constant refrain, "We increased the overall educational budget by $20 million, even though her statement on CKNW radio (Rafe Mair show, September 3, 2002) was, "Really this funding is to cover increased MSP costs." She drones about increased funding when our province has a $200 million funding shortfall. This is a crippling withdrawal of funds, rendering our system dysfunctional on many fronts. This blackness though, will not last forever. Parents are beginning to sound off, too. At the beginning of the last century, Tagore, a Nobel poet, wrote, "Faith is the bird that feels the light and sings when the dawn is still dark." Dedicated teachers are Tagore’s bird. Marvel Rogers teaches at James Hill Elementary School, Langley, and is chair of the district’s professional development committee. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=15214&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2008 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 20, Number 5, March 2008 Winter rep assembly highlights By Catherine Alpha Local reps and presidents from locals across the province gathered at the Delta Vancouver Airport Hotel for the winter session of the BCTF’s Rep Assembly, held February 1 and 2, 2008. In the president’s report, Irene Lanzinger spoke of our successes and of the work still to be done. Our Public Education Conference on Equity and Inclusion saw parents, school board trustees, and other partner groups gather with teachers and make a strong commitment to work together to address the learning conditions for our students with special needs. At the Learning Round Table, we continue to reiterate that the focus of the work there must remain on the issues of class size and composition. Several teachers made presentations about the strategies their locals used in raising awareness about FSA concerns. The ad campaigns around the FSAs and other inappropriate testing and ranking have earned us media time to discuss the issues undermining our students’ learning. Public awareness continues to grow. The Langley Special Education Inquiry Report was presented and appreciation for the hard work and dedication that went into this inquiry was expressed by the Executive and the Rep Assembly. The findings from the panel and the focus groups clearly underline the inadequacy of funding and services for students with special needs in Langley, as is the case province-wide. Basilius Haingura, NANTU general secretary and Bendos //Garoëb, national organizer, NANTU, one of the teachers’ unions in Namibia, opened on Saturday with the observation that our two unions share a similar vision and objectives: to provide quality education for our students and address issues affecting members. Haingura commented that NANTU is a young union and needs advice from other unions such as ours as they work to address issues such as class size and licensing. Dr. David Berliner received a standing ovation for his enlightening talk on strategies to resist the accountability juggernaut. He spoke of the ascendance of business as a guiding force in government and observed, "When you frame the problem from the point of view of business—schools become factories and children become widgets." He talked of the world of the future being a VUCA world—Volatile, Uncertain, Complex, and filled with Ambiguity. He observed, "Curriculum narrowing is exactly what you cannot afford to have in a VUCA world. Both democracy and the economic viability of our two nations depend on diversity, not homogeneity of skills and ideas. How do we prepare students for a VUCU future?—Broadly." The one way to insure having youth under-prepared for the economy of the 21st Century is to rely upon high-stakes tests. That is because high-stakes tests always result in curriculum narrowing." It was a humbling and inspiring two days. Catherine Alpha teaches at Journey Middle School, Sooke and is the STA Pro-D chair.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8006,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 6, April 2005 Think of the 3Rs May 17 Rights, resources, and respect by Jinny Sims A child is a child only once." This sentiment surfaced in the 1986 provincial election following four years of cutbacks to education funding by a government that also slashed funding and support in virtually every realm of public service. It’s an important statement about public education and the role it plays in a democratic, pluralistic society. And it is relevant today. Children cannot and should not have their education depend upon how well the economy is doing while they are in school. The education we provide in the K–12 system is a foundation for the life and future of the individuals in our classrooms at any given time. Funding for that education should be stable and adequate to ensure that every student gets the educational resources and support that she or he needs to be a successful learner and future citizen. Over their four years in government, the Liberals have underfunded public education, downloading major costs to school boards, forcing them to cut services, change school calendars, close 113 schools, increase class sizes, reduce the services of specialist teachers, and terminate the employment of over 2,500 young and able teachers. The Liberals didn’t have to do that! The decision of the Liberal government immediately after the election in 2001 to give tax cuts to a well-to-do segment of the population set the stage for the underfunding and resultant cuts in education services that are the hallmark of their four years in office. And 28 one-time education-funding announcements in 26 months is symbolic of the government’s inablility to manage secure and stable funding for one of our most important public services. The Liberal government has been unapologetic about its attack on the rights of B.C.’s teachers: our bargaining rights as employees, our professional rights as teachers and our citizens’ rights as parents. In four short years, the government took away our right to full and free collective bargaining by removing our right to strike and by making it illegal to bargain major terms and conditions of our employment. And when we have had minor legal victories against their assault along the way, they have simply changed the law. They have created an imbalance at the bargaining table in favour of the employer that takes us back almost 20 years. We have had favourable rulings against government actions from the International Labour Organization of the United Nations. But the rulings have been ignored by the Campbell government. And central to its education-funding cuts was the government legislation that stripped from our collective agreement existing provisions on class size and composition and specialist teacher staffing ratios. That allowed school boards to cut the services to students that were protected by the agreement. And the government completely eliminated agreements in a number of our locals in amalgamated school districts. Not satisfied with removing our basic collective-bargaining rights, the government launched a major attack on our professionalism when it took over the College of Teachers. It was an insult, and remains an insult, to every teacher to say that we are incapable of regulating our own profession through a process of democratic elections. Add to this the government’s decision to deny teachers the right to serve as parent representatives on school planning councils in their children’s schools, and you begin to get a sense of the contempt this government feels for teachers. Respect comes when our rights are recognized and accepted. It is not possible for a government to say it respects teachers and the work that we do in the classroom when it is not prepared to grant us the basic rights accessible to other organized employees and professions in society. The lack of respect for the teaching profession by this government is further demonstrated by its unwillingness to consult with teacher representatives on matters of education policy that directly impinge upon our work as teachers. An example is the unwillingness of the Premier’s office to include your representative as a participant in his recent Literacy Summit. How is it possible to discuss literacy initiatives without representatives of teachers present? How can a government responsibly shape the direction of education in this province without listening to the advice of its teachers? When you examine the history of BCTF involvement in provincial elections, major efforts have always occurred when teachers want a change in government. That was certainly the case in 1972 and again in 1991. The underfunding of public education, the assault on our rights, and the lack of respect for the profession is each by itself good enough reason for us to want to work for change. So, as we teachers go to the polls on May 17, the issues of resources, rights, and respect will be foremost on our minds. But experience in past elections has shown that while voting is important, it is not enough. If we want a government that will properly fund public education to support student learning conditions, grant us the rights available to other organized employees and professionals, and respect our input and advice on education matters, we need to do more. Three years ago, the BCTF established a long-term Public Education Advocacy Plan and a Public Education Defence Fund to support its implementation. We knew then and do now that the fight for rights, resources, and respect would take us to this election. Locals have developed plans to help get a change in government direction through this election, and I encourage you to become involved in that campaign. Work for change. It is the only reasonable response to the Liberal government’s damaging policies for teachers, for students, and for public education in B.C. Jinny Sims is president of the B.C. Teachers’ Federation. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141003,www.facebook.com,https://www.facebook.com/SupportBCTeachers2014?_fb_noscript=1,Support for BC Teachers | Facebook For a better experience on Facebook, enable JavaScript in your browser, or switch to our mobile site. Facebook logo Email or Phone Password Keep me logged in Forgot your password? Create Page Recent 2014 Support for BC Teachers Community PublicCancelSave Changes People 18,963 likes About We Support BC Teachers! Our children and their teachers deserve a fair deal. The underfunding of public education in BC must stop. ~ Jordan Watters Photos Posts To Page Mary GriederToday at 9:39am :) Like · Comment · Share Jack TrovatoYesterday at 11:06pm In the news... Thank you Graeme Wood of the Richmond News for allowing me an opportunity to reach Richmond residents. Like · Comment · Share Heather MunroYesterday at 7:38pm For those of you in the Fraser Valley - https://m.facebook.com/stor...y.php?story_fbid=886070958069662&substory_index=0&id=400015353341894 See More 23Like · Comment · Share Liked by This Page Socialist Solidarity BC Federation of Labour Idle No More English (US) · Privacy · Terms · Cookies · Advertising · More Facebook © 2014 Support for BC Teachers 22 hours ago BC voters supporting BC teachers and public education Copy of a Letter to Central Middle School PAC President Dear Rachel, Are you aware of the issue being raised by parents all over the province about the letter that was sent to mediator Vince Ready during the strike from the BCCPAC Chair, Nicole Makohoniuk,, claiming to... Like · Comment · Share Support for BC Teachers shared a link. 22 hours ago "Inclusion doesn’t mean parking children in a class without needed supports and expecting the teacher to meet their needs. It means providing nurturing classrooms that support every learner and offering specialist behavioural supports to as...sist teachers in making this work. Inclusion is not only a legal and moral obligation — it is best practice. Extensive research, including a recent study done at Simon Fraser University, demonstrates that all students benefit from inclusive classrooms." See More All children deserve quality education www.vancouversun.com Opinion: Special needs kids in B.C. aren’t always getting the chances to succeed. 84Like · Comment · Share Support for BC Teachers shared a link via Betty-Ann Xenis. Yesterday · Edited Business as usual for the BC Liberals. I know this isn't education related, but it is a piece of the same puzzle. Vaughn Palmer: The bully with the backing of the provincial treasury www.vancouversun.com Such is the hypocrisy of this government. Publicly ruining people, then backtracking with out-of-court settlements and mealy-mouthed apologies, is business as usual. 62Like · Comment · Share Support for BC Teachers shared a link. October 1 · Edited If you are in Surrey, progressive Trustee candidate Niovi Patsicakis needs your support! LETTER: Why I am running for school trustee - Cloverdale Reporter www.cloverdalereporter.com I urge all involved not to stand on the sidelines but to fight for well-funded public education. 15Like · Comment · Share Support for BC Teachers October 1 Question from a parent: I'm going to my first PAC meeting tomorrow night. As a strong supporter of BC teachers, how is my time best spent to be helpful and make a difference? Like · Comment Support for BC Teachers October 1 Parents, do you know when your PAC is meeting? I just received this notice, and I urge you to consider the suggestions for your own school: Any Victoria High parents out there? Our first PAC meeting is Monday October 6th at 7pm. I'd like to propose this year, instead of fundraising, we focus our efforts on establishing alliances with our teachers so that we may learn from them what the needs are at our school. In turn, we can take these needs to the trustees. First order of the day....I'd like to see support for hosting a welcome back teacher appreciation tea. If you can, please come to the meeting. ~Carolina Tudela 24Like · Comment Support for BC Teachers September 30 While we are waiting for Facebook to approve our name change to Support for BC Students (apparently this can take weeks!), I'd like to invite you all to submit ideas for our new background photo. What would you like to see? Please send me your best ideas and images! Like · Comment Support for BC Teachers September 29 Have you reviewed the Liberal's Education Blueprint? Here are some excellent observations about what it all means. BC voters supporting BC teachers and public education Going on a small a #bced hiatus to rejig the work-life (im-)balance, until our first PAC meeting anyway. Anyway, here's my recent post to the Blueprint group. I feel so strongly about it that I felt I should share it with this bigger group. Will be reporting back afte... Like · Comment · Share Support for BC Teachers shared a link. September 28 An excellent critical review of the 2014 BC Teachers labour dispute and the wider political picture in our province. British Columbia obstructs the shock doctrine: A lesson borne through struggle, solidarity, and... www.remappingedu.com The 2014/2015 school year had a rocky start in British Columbia, Canada, where teachers and the ruling government have been locked in a contest over the future of public education in the province. ... 78Like · Comment · Share Support for BC Teachers September 28 BC voters supporting BC teachers and public education Three issues are getting tangled in misunderstandings. 1. Yes, teachers do in fact want students with special needs in their classrooms because they know that everyone learns more in a classroom of diverse students but when there is no support for students with special... Like · Comment · Share Support for BC Teachers shared Renee Chisholm's photo. September 26 Like · Comment · Share Support for BC Teachers September 26 BC voters supporting BC teachers and public education Today we had our new kindergarten students for the first time. No matter that my class is too large and the needs are too great, they are so absolutely adorable! One little boy, who is very challenging was sitting outside the office waiting for his mom to come shouted t... Like · Comment · Share Support for BC Teachers September 26 Ready for a wake up call about what underfunding in BC public education looks like? Mr. Baldry has just asked teachers to tweet him about their classroom textbook situation. Stay tuned. Teachers...... @keithbaldrey 82Like · Comment Support for BC Teachers shared a link via Claire Johnson. September 26 B.C. school districts ordered to return all strike savings www.cbc.ca The B.C. government is instructing school districts to return any money they may have saved during the public school teachers' strike this September. 235Like · Comment · Share Support for BC Teachers shared a link via Jessica Van der Veen. September 26 UPDATES: Two levels of government fighting over teacher strike savings | (CKNW AM) AM980 www.cknw.com The Ministry of Education is clawing back money that ha ... 113Like · Comment · Share Support for BC Teachers shared a link. September 25 This is an important read. Please read and share widely if you haven't already. It's Time For B.C. Teachers To Stop Lying To Parents www.huffingtonpost.ca The teachers have been lying to us. For years. They've been covering it up. Papering over underfunding and mismanaged fiscal priorities with brightly coloured posters and sparkly stickers. Concealing an impoverished system by buying the damn supplies... 151Like · Comment · Share Support for BC Teachers shared a link via Reuben Garbanzo. September 25 “This is not complicated,” wrote Kelly Hiebert. “Disassociate your corporation from the Coalition or lose the business of 40,000 teachers, their families and an overwhelming number of their supporters.” B.C. Teachers' Dispute Spins Into Boycott Of Businesses www.huffingtonpost.ca A grassroots campaign is underway to boycott B.C. businesses aligned with a coalition that has waded into the legal aspects of the current provincial teachers’ dispute. The Coalition of BC Businesses, which represents 14 groups made up of 50... 211Like · Comment · Share Support for BC Teachers shared a link via Megan Metcalfe. September 25 Out of pocket education expenses flooding Twitter | (CKNW AM) AM980 www.cknw.com After an upset mother wrote a Huffington Post article c ... 153Like · Comment · Share Support for BC Teachers shared Government of British Columbia's photo. September 25 · Edited Apparently it is Raise-a-Reader Day. I want to take this opportunity to let you know that the underfunding of #bced means schools no longer have full time librarians and students often get little more than 15mins in the library a week. A li...brary that is sorely lacking in new books and resources anyways as annual book budgets have been stripped well below replacement rate. Truly nothing puts a lump in my throat quite like the decimation of school libraries. Many of my best school memories were spent pouring over books and pestering a librarian who seemed to know everything and have endless patience. It makes me want to weep to think my kids will not get to enjoy the refuge and adventure of the library, instead they will be rushed in and out on book exchange day. Imagine 23 kids together getting 15mins in a library. A week. Raise-a-Reader indeed. Raise-a-Reader Day is the perfect occasion to write your local paper and MLA and tell them exactly how underfunding as impacted your child's access to books. Ask them how this government can claim to foster literacy and lifelong love of reading while denying children access to libraries, librarians, and quality books.. Write your School Trustees and enquire about your schools book budget. Share this information. ________________________________________________ See More It's Raise-a-Reader day! Funds raised through the annual The Vancouver Sun Raise-a-Reader campaign supports literacy programs that help BC families. LEARN MORE: http://ow.ly/BRThb Like · Comment · Share Support for BC Teachers shared a link via Diana Schroeder. September 24 B.C. Public Schools Need More Funding, Not Fundraising www.huffingtonpost.ca I find that the inadequacies of public education funding have ignited a fire in me. Is anyone else feeling like we should stop fundraising for the things that should be funded by the government?... 176Like · Comment · Share See More Stories Earlier in 2014 HighlightsAll Stories See More Stories)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11160&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2002 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 14, Number 4, Jan./Feb. 2002 President’s message As the first issue of Teacher magazine for 2002 goes to press, public education in British Columbia is at a crossroads. There is the path of negotiation, and the path of confrontation. Teachers have been trying to travel the path of negotiation. But we keep being pushed onto the opposite track. The minister of labour imposes essential services legislation. The minister of finance calls our salary proposal "insane." The premier muses aloud about imposing a legislated contract. So does the minister of finance. So do the media. The minister of education speaks of ‘war.’ Is it any wonder thousands of teachers are in the streets? On January 12, 2002 we marched 5,000 strong to Art Gallery Square in downtown Vancouver. "Negotiate, don’t legislate," read one teacher’s placard. "Show some respect," said another. Coming together, singing satirical songs written by our amazingly creative colleagues, hearing words of solidarity from friends across the labour movement, we felt uplifted and energized. And that energy is growing across B.C. as more and more teachers are getting active in the campaign to defend our rights as unionists and as professionals. We’re taking a strong stand for ourselves, our students, and for the principles of democratic public education. We’re joining with other trade unionists, community groups, and citizens to defend education, healthcare, the social safety net, and justice. As I write these words on January 16, 2002, rumours are swirling about government intervention. Our 71 local presidents have been called to a meeting to consider a new position to put to the employer. The quality of public education in B.C. continues to be put at risk by BCPSEA and government. However the immediate dispute ends, our long-term responsibilities are clear. The members of the BCTF can be counted on to be teachers and passionate advocates for quality public education. David Chudnovsky)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/BargainingAndContracts.aspx?id=25978&printPage=true,BCTF > Bill 22 hurts students and attacks teachers’ rights  	Bargaining and contracts  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Bargaining & Collective Agreements > Bargaining 2011/12 > Research Roundup Bill 22 hurts students and attacks teachers’ rights  Bill 22 makes working and learning conditions even worse  repeals and reintroduces parts of Bills 27/28 that stripped class-size and composition contract language and were ruled unconstitutional by the BC Supreme Court wipes out virtually all current class-size and composition limits found in the School Act (Bill 33) no limits on number of students with special needs in a class no limit of numbers of students in Grades 4 to 12 no consultation with teachers about their classes no public accountability for school boards  Bill 22 means no collective bargaining  legislates net zero, no salary or benefit improvement, or anything that has a cost ends free collective bargaining by imposing a government-appointed “mediator” who must operate under a narrow government mandate focused on employer concessions the mediator is bound by net zero  concessions regarding seniority, post and fill, layoff and recall, evaluation and dismissal, control of professional development must be part of the new contract makes any strike action an offence subject to heavy fines for members, representatives, and the union attacks fundamental Charter right of freedom of association Bill 22 ignores the BC Supreme Court ruling  BC Supreme Court Justice Griffin found contract stripping legislation regarding class size and composition was unconstitutional Bill 22 repeals Bills 27 and 28 and then legislates them back into effect fails to restore minimum service level guarantees for special education, ESL, teacher-librarians, and other learning specialist teachers fails to restore language supporting the integration of students with special needs.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7810,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 2, October 2004 Our students. Your kids. Worth speaking out for. The BCTF is running billboard ads around the province. The message is: 2,500 fewer teachers 113 schools closed Our students. Your kids. Worth speaking out for. You can watch a video of B.C. teachers speaking out for students by going to our campaign page at bctf.ca/WorthSpeakingOutFor. On the same page, you can speak out yourself and share your experiences. What has happened in your school since the B.C. Liberal government removed learning conditions from our collective agreement? Why were the services that have been cut so important to students? Why is the May 17, 2005, provincial election important for the future of public education? If you could speak directly to your colleagues, what would you say? Share your experience and views online at bctf.ca/WorthSpeakingOutFor Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=27116,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 7, May/June 2012   Mapping desire and power within the field of education policy in BC  By Tobey Steeves   In their overview of qualitative interviewing (QI) as research methodology, Kvale & Brinkmann (2009) insist “…knowledge is power. The social practice of research interviewing may become a form of democratic practice that can be used to help create a free democratic society.” With this generalized goal in mind, I initiated an interview-based research inquiry into education policy in British Columbia. Beginning with the question: What desires are privileged by education policy in BC?, I solicited the participation of a well-established policy maker/ analyst and organized a series of questions that were designed to elicit a rudimentary outline of education policy in BC as a field of power. Phrased more succinctly, I used targeted questions to map the winners and losers within BC’s education policy-making arena. In this article I will share the fruits of my analysis. I will begin by contextualizing my choice of an interviewee—Dr. Charles Ungerleider. From here I will describe the methodologies used in analyzing interview data, and summarize key aspects of my analysis. To conclude, I will consider the study’s generalizability, and return to the question of QI as a means of “creating a free democratic society.” Ungerleider served as BC’s Deputy Minister of Education from 1998–2001, and currently splits his time between UBC, where he is a professor specializing in the sociology of education and Directions Evidence and Policy Research Group, LLP where he is director of Research and Managing Partner. In 2003 Ungerleider published a book-length analysis of education policy in Canada titled “Failing our kids: How we are ruining public schools,” he has been widely published in academic journals, and he is a frequent contributor to local and national media. As a result, I felt confident in drawing on his expertise to map the desires structuring education policy in BC. After some organizing, I compiled a series of targeted questions, and we scheduled a 60-minute interview at his office. Our discussion was recorded, and 20 minutes were transcribed for analysis (see http://ow.ly/a5Exy). For the purposes of this study I combined two complementary lenses of analysis: narrative analysis and positioning analysis. To simplify and summarize, narrative analysis assumes that “…through live stories individuals and groups make sense of themselves; they tell what they are or what they wish to be, as they tell so they come, they are their stories.” (Cortazzi, 2001). Positioning analysis, on the other hand, assumes that “…selves are located in conversations as observably and subjectively coherent participants in jointly produced storylines…” (Davies & Harré, 1990). Taken in conjunction, narrative analysis provides a means with which to analyze interview data as a story (i.e., with actors, a plot, and genre), and positioning analysis makes it possible to use interview data to construct a stratified field of power. In a very meaningful sense, applying narrative analysis to interview data can be understood as analogous with translating a conversation into a script for a movie. My transcription and translation revealed that Ungerleider had foregrounded protagonists and antagonists, and scripted them within a particular genre. It should be no surprise that the principal actors in Ungerleider’s “movie script” were teachers, BC’s Liberal Party, the BCTF, and BC’s Supreme Court. From here, Ungerleider casts the BCTF as inspired by moralistic idealisms and marginally dishonest (lines 184-191). On the other hand, the Liberal Party was cast as adamantly anti-labour, and scripted as British Columbia’s version of the United States’ Republican Party (lines 324-366). BC’s Supreme Court, meanwhile, was cast as an external arbiter of legitimacy, and was more or less scripted as a bystander in the ongoing dispute between the BCTF and the Liberal Party (lines 157-171). It is also worth mentioning that Canadian society itself was cast as a vulnerable body, under threat from atomistic forces unleashed by the diminution of the state (lines 24-25; 99-104). These actors fit together within a plot that is more or less a “rigged game”—Teachers ask and teachers fight, but government reserves the ultimate monopoly on legitimacy (lines 302-303). As a result, interview data foregrounded two distinct genres: action and political affairs. Whereas an action story is one that has some risky decision linked with the experience of conflict and resolution, political affairs are those that involve governance and the desires of the state. To sum up, in Ungerleider’s script, teachers made the risky decision of challenging the state, but they appear to have little to no chance of gaining legitimacy within the eyes of the state. By filtering transcript data through the lens of positioning analysis, I was able to tentatively locate actors within a field of power. For instance, Ungerleider positioned the state as simultaneously under attack (lines 99-109) and dominant (lines 302-317; 285-290). It is important to emphasize, however, that the state is—to some extent—held in check by the Supreme Court (lines 302-312), and yet the Supreme Court is positioned as a more or less disinterested actor (lines 195-196). Teachers, meanwhile, are positioned as feminized victims of state policy (lines 285-317). The element of feminization is critical, and was contextualized by Apple & Jungck (1992) as an attempt by state legislatures, departments of education, and educational managers to rationalize and standardize the process and products of teaching as a collection of measurable “competencies” and so on [; and] is related to a longer history of attempts to control the labour of occupations that have historically been seen as women’s paid work. In this way, teachers in BC may be understood as under attack, and the instrumentalist state—as embodied within BC’s Liberal party—takes on a misogynistic and tyrannical hue. Against this backdrop, society is positioned as an effect of the state’s desire: Given that the state has affirmed the construction of the common good as a privatized experience, society lacks “glue” or a “common set of values” (line 411). As a result, according to Ungerleider, society itself is at risk of fragmenting into a chaotic mass of self-interest and selfish desire. Here Ungerleider implicitly links the impacts of education policy in BC with broader socio-cultural trends. In particular, a growing chorus of research has foregrounded the effects of neo-liberal policy as imbricating a “narcissism epidemic” (Twenge & Campbell, 2009) and “Generation Me” (Twenge, 2003). Taken together, Ungerleider constructs an asymmetrical field of power in which a pitched battle is being fought, and the outcome most singularly at stake is our collective future. To conclude, my interview with Ungerleider provided the resources for diagramming the field power that regulates education policy in BC. It should be stressed, however, that the results of my study are unquestionably un-generalizable, (i.e., if I asked a dozen different actors, I’d get at least a dozen different diagrams). Nevertheless, I would suggest that the map provides a tentative answer to the question, What desires are privileged by education policy in BC?, and may be useful in the fight to achieve a “free democratic society” (Kvale & Brinkmann, 2009).  Tobey Steeves, Vancouver TTOC  References:   Apple, M., & Jungck, S. (1992). You donít have to be a teacher to teach this unit: Teaching, technology and control in the classroom. In (A. Hargreaves & M. Fullan (Eds.), Understanding teacher development (pp. 20-42). New York, NY: Teachers College Press. Cortazzi, M. (2001). Narrative analysis in ethnography. In P. Atkinson, A. Coffey, S. Delamont, J. Lofland, & L. Lofland (Eds.), Handbook of ethnography (pp. 384-394). London, UK: Sage. Davies, B., & HarrÈ, R. (1990). Positioning: The discursive production of selves. Journal for the theory of social development, 20(1), 43-63. Foucault, M. (2001). Kvale, S., & Brinkmann, S. (2009). InterViews: Learning the craft of qualitative research interviewing. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage. Twenge, J. (2003). Generation me: Why todayís young Americans are more confident, assertive, entitled - and more miserable than ever before. New York, NY: Free Press. Twenge, J., & Campbell, K (2009). The narcissism epidemic: Living in the age of entitlement. New York, NY: Simon & Schuster.   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=33061,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2014 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 26, Number 6, May/June 2014   Dance: The discipline that deserves credit  By Kim Wolski   A group of dance students was asked the question, Why do you dance? as part of a project to recognize International Dance Day, which takes place April 29. Here are some of their thoughtful responses: I dance to keep fit. I dance to escape the realities of my world. I dance because it is a place where I strive for perfection. I dance because it is a place were I can convert my thoughts into movements. I dance because when I am performing, for a few moments my body and mind exist in the same time and place. I dance because movement allows me to express myself more clearly than words. I dance because I feed off the energy of the group. I dance because I can. I dance because it feels good. I dance because it helps me learn about myself. Their answers highlight the physical, emotional, social, and mental benefits they experience from studying this art form. Support for dance in BC schools varies and dance programs look different in every school. What is common are the two to five dance performances a year in addition to assemblies, flash mobs, competitions, collabora­tions with other arts disciplines, and district dance festivals. Performances may shift from student-created dances to teacher or guest choreography, to building school community and school culture, or raising awareness about social issues. There is also the ongoing class work that is invisible in performances. Students learn about specific techniques and the historical background of different dance genres. Students learn to identify muscles and bones and explore the endless movement potential of the human body. They watch professional choreography and discuss compositional elements while learning the vocabulary and grammar of the language of dance. Dance was the last fine art to be included as a subject within the BC curriculum. This happened because of the persistent hard work of dance educators who tirelessly advocated for dance as an art form. The BC Ministry of Education’s draft, “Transforming Curriculum and Assessment,” combines the K–8 Dance, Visual Art, Drama, and Music curriculum under the umbrella of Arts Education. Dance educators are concerned about the status of dance in schools. We are working hard to make dance visible and valued in our school communities and are fighting to have Dance programs recognized equally with Music, Visual Art, and Drama. It appears that the draft dance curriculum may be marginalized. If learning outcomes can be met through only one of the four arts, school districts may not offer multiple arts opportunities. Certain questions are on our minds: What will happen to dance specialist teachers and the important role that dance plays not only in the development of an individual but also in the creation of community? And another question needs to be asked: Why isn’t dance offered in every elementary and secondary school across British Columbia? In July 2013, The National Dance Organization published “Evidence: A Report on the Impact of Dance in the K–12 Setting,” which has many interesting findings. From this paper, neuroscientist Antonio D’Amasio, proposes that emotions and behaviours are at the center of how we learn and think, and these need to be accounted for in our schools. Therefore the notion that all cognition is embodied, and that the brain lives in and with a complex thinking and feeling organism that sweats, feels, moves, and learns should lead all educators to understand the value of dance education." Kim Wolski is president of the BC Dance Educators’ Association (BCDEA)   Visit the BC Dance Teachers’ Association website: http://bctf.ca/bcdea     Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/PEA-Newsletter.aspx?id=21326,BCTF > PEA Newsletter #7, June 22, 2010  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development PEA newsletter archives 2013-14  2012-13  2011-12    2010-11  2009-10    Home > Publications > Newsletters and Alerts > Public Ed. Advocates Newsletter > 2009-10 Archives Public Education Advocates Newsletter June 22, 2010, Issue #7 Government targets Vancouver trustees, ignores public education funding The reaction of the Vancouver School Board to the Comptroller-General Cheryl Wenezenki-Yolland’s report could have been played out in any school district in BC. Minister of Education Margaret MacDiarmid asked the comptroller-general to assist the Vancouver school board to ensure a balanced budget. The report criticized the Vancouver school board for carrying out their obligations to the community rather than taking actions necessary to please the Liberal government. The minister could have chosen any district in BC. The finding would be the same. All boards are cutting. Trustees are democratically elected with the expectation they serve within the guidelines set out in the School Act and the funding provided by the provincial government. A key role of trustees is to advocate on behalf of their communities. The comptroller-general (page 29 of the report), clearly puts a significant share of the blame for the 2010–11 budget short fall on the government. The Liberal government failed to provide the necessary long-range planning for public education and the necessary structure to hear concerns from the education partners. The numbers tell the real story Each budget year, the Ministry of Education says that the ministry is providing “more funding than ever” during a sustained period of declining student enrolment. The facts tell a different story! BC student/educator ratio is worse than the national average. Per capita spending in BC public schools is far below the national average. BC government spending on education in relation to the total provincial budget is steadily falling. Every area of student support has fewer specialist teachers. The number of classes with three or more students with IEPs continues to rise. Further cuts to funding are predicted for 2010–11. This will force school districts to dismantle more programs. Districts are obligated to take on more downloaded Liberal initiatives without adequate funding. Joan Axford of the BC Association of School Business Officials points to an increasing structural shortfall. The unstable and chronic annual underfunding of public education by the Liberal government has left boards with few choices in order to balance their budgets. School district budget cuts impact children in care and youth at risk Teachers have voiced their concerns that school boards are being forced to reduce student support services in almost every school district in the province. The BCTF has requested the representative for children and youth to formally investigate the impact of school district budget cuts on the direct services to students with special needs and the ESL/ESD programs in school districts throughout BC. Our members are reporting, boards are choosing to protect classroom positions at the expense of learning specialist teacher positions such as learning assistance, resource room teachers, ESL/ESD, counsellors, and teacher-librarians. Experienced learning specialist teachers who provided learning assistance, behaviour intervention, or counselling are being put back into classrooms. Students with special needs or learning disabilities will see less sustained contact time with a teacher in a class of 30 or more. As a result, students with special needs, especially children in care and youth at risk, will have diluted services and less contact time with learning specialist teachers. Cuts will further increase caseloads for learning specialist teachers which means less contact time for our most vulnerable students. Liberals bully locally elected government School board autonomy is being attacked by the Liberal government. Comments by the education minister over the past year are directed at school boards, including threats to replace boards failing to submit balanced budgets; amalgamating school boards; suggestions trustees are untrained and fiscally incompetent; and defending cuts to secondary school sports competitions by claiming secondary school athletes could replace school competitions by exercising or “dancing in the park.” The most recent plan to reduce school board autonomy is the introduction of a cost-saving scheme to centralize payroll and accounting services and substitute teacher (teacher on call) dispatch. Other mandated programs, such as the carbon-offset credits, have been forced on districts without consultation. School boards are now waiting for more surprises in the 2010–11 school year. Parents, students, and the general public fight education funding cuts The dramatic decline in funding for public schools has continued for almost a decade. Neighbourhood schools are disappearing. Class sizes have increased. Student-support services have dwindled. While declining enrolment was a factor in many districts, small declines do not result in substantial savings. Declines have usually been only a handful of students per school. Enrolments will be increasing due to Full-day Kindergarten and record birth rates. The other factor was the choice of the provincial government to reduce tax revenue through generous reductions in corporate taxes. More information? Need to know more about funding cuts to public education? Visit stopeducationcuts.org. See how BC community service groups, faith groups, and the art and culture groups are joining together by creating a blueprint for a Better BC  If you know of anyone interested in advocating for public education, forward this newsletter or ask them to visit www.bctf.ca/publications/PEA-Newsletter.aspx?id=21326  Anyone can join by registering for the Public Education Advocates newsletter at www.bctf.ca/signup.cfm?list=publicedadvocates. What can you do? Talk to your trustees to encourage your school board to speak out for local autonomy and funding. Write a letter to the editor of your community paper defending locally elected school boards. Join a local advocacy group to defend and speak out for the right to a fully funded public education.     Email Facebook Twitter Friend of public education? Join our e-mail list to read about the issues and get involved. About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=27111,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 7, May/June 2012   Gladstone Secondary School robotics team on top of the world  By David Denyer   Back from winning first and second prizes in the 2012 VEX Robotics World Championship competition in Anaheim, California, Todd Ablett and his student teams from Gladstone Secondary School in East Vancouver are savouring their success. This competition brought together 10,000 students in 400 teams from 20 countries around the world and represents the pinnacle of achievement in integrating student learning in physics, mechanics, mathematics, and programming. Here is a striking example of a teacher and students working in a very innovative manner, far beyond anything conceived in the government’s half-baked BC Education Plan. Boys and girls of mixed abilities and grades work in design, promotion, and marketing teams. Despite their outstanding success, there has been no recognition from government. “It confuses me why there is not a parade of people from the education ministry coming through,” said Ablett. “We do all this within budget and within the union contract. This is very powerful.” The robotics lab at Gladstone is a large area containing a vast conglomeration of work benches, tools, machinery, materials, and computers. In the centre is “the pitch,” a raised square arena on which the robots are put through their paces and perfected. Some students hover over the pitch, monitoring the robots performance while others gather in small groups at work stations and computers in the surrounding areas. In talking about their experiences the students show great insight into how the program develops not only specific scientific skills but also more general life skills, such as communication and teamwork. The acceptance of different ideas, interpretations, ages, and backgrounds plays a big role in the development and success of the teams. In reflecting on his own personal growth, one student remarked that his involvement in the robotics program has shaped “who I am and what I want to do in the future.” Many are planning future careers in engineering and computing and we wish them and the program every future success.  David Denyer, editor, Teacher newsmagazine  For a closer look at the contest and the program go to: http://tinyurl.com/6n96d2b    Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/CTVNews,CTV News (@CTVNews) | Twitter টুইটার অনুসন্ধান অনুসন্ধান টুইটার খুঁজুন সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ ভাষা : বাংলা. हिन्दी Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন টুইটার-এ নতুন ? আজই যোগদান করুন » সাইন ইন করুন ফোন, ইমেল বা ব্যবহারকারীর নাম পাসওয়ার্ড সাইন ইন আমাকে মনে রাখুন পাসওয়ার্ড ভুলে গেছেন? ইতিমধ্যে আপনি কি টেক্সট বার্তার মাধ্যমে টুইটার ব্যবহার করছেন? CTV News যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @CTVNews টুইটসমূহ ৪৯.২K ফটো/ভিডিও ৩,২৪৮ অনুসরণ করছেন ৩৩৮ অনুসারীবৃন্দ ১.৬২ লাখ প্রিয়সমূহ ৮   আরো প্রিয়সমূহ তালিকাসমূহ সরব @CTVNews নীরব @CTVNews অনুসরণ অনুসরণ করা কর্মসমূহ:অনুসরণ না করা অবরুদ্ধ অবরোধ মুক্ত মুলতুবি বাতিল CTV Newsযাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @CTVNews Tweeting breaking news from CTVNews.ca in the CTV National newsroom. RTs do not constitute endorsement of views. ctvnews.ca যোগ দিয়েছে অক্টোবর ২০১০ ৩,২৪৮ ফটো বা ভিডিওগুলো টুইটসমূহ টুইটসমূহ Tweets & replies CTV News @CTVNews  ·  ৪ মিনিট You Have Mail: Private company seeks to continue door-to-door delivery http://ow.ly/ClObI  সারাংশ দেখ প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ০ retweet সমাদৃত পছন্দ ০ favorite আরো স্থাপিত টুইট CTV News @CTVNews  ·  ১ ঘন্টা B.C. 'Pastafarian' loses driver's licence over holy colander hat http://ow.ly/ClG0b  সারাংশ দেখ প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ৮ retweets ৮ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ৩ favorites ৩ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট CTV News @CTVNews  ·  ২ ঘন্টা UPDATE: Two dead after daytime Toronto shooting; 3 suspects still at large http://ow.ly/CluAj  সারাংশ দেখ প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ৫ retweets ৫ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ২ favorites ২ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট CTV News @CTVNews  ·  ৩ ঘন্টা Mountie shoots, injures man armed with possible gun at Alberta RCMP detachment http://ow.ly/ClsxJ  সারাংশ দেখ প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ৪ retweets ৪ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ১ favorite ১ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট CTV News @CTVNews  ·  ৩ ঘন্টা Police don't know when Luka Magnotta and Jun Lin first met, trial hears http://ow.ly/ClpL7  সারাংশ দেখ প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ২ retweets ২ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ২ favorites ২ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট CTV News @CTVNews  ·  ৪ ঘন্টা UPDATED: One in custody, 3 suspects at large after #Toronto shooting http://ow.ly/Clirv  সারাংশ দেখ প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ১০ retweets ১০ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ৩ favorites ৩ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট CTV News @CTVNews  ·  ৪ ঘন্টা Canadians with Manitoba ties shot dead in Honduras http://ow.ly/ClhKy  সারাংশ দেখ প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ৪ retweets ৪ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ৩ favorites ৩ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট CTV News @CTVNews  ·  ৪ ঘন্টা Food for thought: Chickens four times bigger than they used to be: study http://ow.ly/Clgyq  pic.twitter.com/wSOIbtI9ue আরো ছবি ও ভিডিও দেখুন প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ৬৬ retweets ৬৬ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ২৮ favorites ২৮ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট CTV News @CTVNews  ·  ৪ ঘন্টা #Ebola: How long can it live on a surface? http://ow.ly/Clgi0  প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ৯ retweets ৯ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ২ favorites ২ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট CTV News @CTVNews  ·  ৪ ঘন্টা RT @CTVToronto: DEVELOPING: 1 dead, one in critical condition, 4 schools in hold-and secure after Etobicoke shooting: http://ow.ly/ClaB6  সারাংশ দেখ প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ১৩ retweets ১৩ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ৩ favorites ৩ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট CTV News @CTVNews  ·  ৫ ঘন্টা UPDATED: MPs debate Canada's combat mission in Iraq http://ow.ly/Cl6kI  #cdnpoli সারাংশ দেখ প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ৪ retweets ৪ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ২ favorites ২ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট CTV News @CTVNews  ·  ৫ ঘন্টা Romantic hot air balloon ride ends with emergency landing http://ow.ly/Cl29j  pic.twitter.com/B4Z3SaXmRs আরো ছবি ও ভিডিও দেখুন প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ৭ retweets ৭ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ৭ favorites ৭ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট CTV News @CTVNews  ·  ৬ ঘন্টা Library engraves wrong Latin motto: 'We confirm all things twice' http://ow.ly/CkUrF  #irony সারাংশ দেখ প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ৩ retweets ৩ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ১ favorite ১ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট CTV News @CTVNews  ·  ৬ ঘন্টা Toews, Bezmogis make #Giller Prize short list http://ow.ly/CkTUi  সারাংশ দেখ প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ০ retweet সমাদৃত পছন্দ ০ favorite আরো স্থাপিত টুইট CTV News @CTVNews  ·  ৬ ঘন্টা RT @LisaLaFlammeCTV: Happening now: MPs debate Canada's fight against ISIS [live video & text stream] http://ow.ly/CkQYe  #cdnpoli সারাংশ দেখ প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ১ retweet ১ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ১ favorite ১ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট CTV News @CTVNews  ·  ৬ ঘন্টা Follow along for live updates as Canada's role in the fight against #ISIS is debated. http://ow.ly/CkPc5  #cdnpoli সারাংশ দেখ প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ২ retweets ২ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ২ favorites ২ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট CTV News @CTVNews  ·  ৬ ঘন্টা RT @CTV_AvisFavaro: #Nobel prize winner studied in Canada at @McGillU http://publications.mcgill.ca/reporter/2014/10/mcgill-grad-john-okeefe-wins-nobel-prize-in-medicine/ … প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ২ retweets ২ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ২ favorites ২ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট CTV News @CTVNews  ·  ৭ ঘন্টা Meet Clement Gascon, the unvetted Quebec judge joining the #SCC http://ow.ly/CkEBE  pic.twitter.com/HiCnRHutaR আরো ছবি ও ভিডিও দেখুন প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ০ retweet সমাদৃত পছন্দ ০ favorite আরো স্থাপিত টুইট CTV News @CTVNews  ·  ৭ ঘন্টা UPDATED: Postmedia announces $316M 'strategic acquisition' of Quebecor's English papers http://ow.ly/CkEfg  সারাংশ দেখ প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ৩ retweets ৩ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ১ favorite ১ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট CTV News @CTVNews  ·  ৭ ঘন্টা Video game playing now scholarship worthy, school says http://ow.ly/CkEaR  pic.twitter.com/90IXX1Ypts আরো ছবি ও ভিডিও দেখুন প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ৯ retweets ৯ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ৭ favorites ৭ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট টুইটারের ধারণক্ষমতা বেশি হতে পারে অথবা একটি ক্ষণস্থায়ী হিক্কার সম্মুখীন হয়। আবার চেষ্টা করুন পরিদর্শন করুন টুইটারের অবস্থা আরও তথ্যের জন্য। বন্ধ CTV News অনুসৃত CTV News থেকে কোন আপডেট মিস্ করবেন না · পরিবর্তন © 2014 টুইটার সম্বন্ধে সহায়তা বিজ্ঞপ্তি তথ্য বন্ধ প্রবণতা ট্রেন্ডস আপনার জন্য উপযোগী। ট্রেন্ডের মাধ্যমে আপনি সহজেই আপনার আগ্রহের খবরাখবর পেতে পারছেন। আপনি কোথায় থাকেন এবং কাদের অনুসরণ করেন তার উপরে ভিত্তি করে ট্রেন্ড উপস্থাপিত করা হয়। পরিবর্তন উপযোগী করা ট্রেন্ডস রাখুন বিশ্বব্যাপী প্রবণতা পান সম্পন্ন খারিজ বন্ধ পূর্ববর্তী পরবর্তী বন্ধ একজন ব্যক্তির প্রোফাইলে যান সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ বন্ধ আপনার অনুসরণকারীদের এই পুনঃটুইটটি পাঠাবেন? বাতিল পুনঃটুইট বন্ধ আপনি কি নিশ্চিত যে এই টুইট মুছে দিতে চান? বাতিল মুছে ফেলুন বন্ধ রোধ করন বাতিল রোধ করন আপনার টুইটসমুহে একটি অবস্থান যুক্ত করুন যখন একটি অবস্থানের সঙ্গে আপনার টুইট করেন, টুইটার সেই অবস্থান সংরক্ষণ করে। প্রত্যেক টুইটের আগে আপনি আপনার অবস্থান চালু / বন্ধ করতে পারেন, এবং যে কোনও সময় আপনি আপনার অবস্থানের ইতিহাস মুছে ফেলতে পারেন। আরো জানুন অবস্থান চালু করুন এখন নয় স্থান বন্ধ করুন বন্ধ প্রোফাইল সারসংক্ষেপ বন্ধ আপনার তালিকাসমূহ বন্ধ একটি নতুন তালিকা তৈরি করুন নাম তালিকা বিবরণ 100 অক্ষরের কম, ঐচ্ছিক তালিকাসমূহ:গোপনীয়তা সাধারণ · যে কেউ এই তালিকা অনুসরণ করতে পারেন ব্যক্তিগত · শুধুমাত্র আপনিই এই তালিকায় প্রবেশ করতে পারবেন তালিকা সংরক্ষণ করুন বন্ধ বন্ধ এই টুইট স্থাপিত কর আপনার নীচের ওয়েবসাইটে কোডটি অনুলিপি দ্বারা এই টুইট যোগ করুন * আরও জানুন হুম, সার্ভারে পৌঁছনোর একটি সমস্যা ছিল। পরে আবার চেষ্টা করবেন? প্রকৃত টুইট অন্তর্ভুক্ত করুন অন্তর্ভুক্ত মিডিয়া প্রাকদর্শন বন্ধ টুইটারে নিবন্ধন করুন টুইটারে নেই? নিবন্ধন করুন, আপনির পছন্দের বিষয়গুলির সাথে যুক্ত হন, এবং তাদের বিষয়ে হালনাগাদ পান। একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন » বন্ধ দুটি উপায় (প্রেরণ এবং গ্রহণ) শর্ট কোড: দেশ কোড গ্রাহকদের জন্য মার্কিন যুক্তরাষ্ট্র 40404 (যে কোন) কানাডা 21212 (যে কোন) যুক্তরাজ্য 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM হাইতি 40404 Digicel, Voila আয়ারল্যান্ড 51210 Vodafone, O2 ভারত 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance ইন্দোনেশিয়া 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » অন্য দেশসমুহের এসএসএস সংক্ষিপ্ত কোড দেখুন বন্ধ নিশ্চিতকরণ)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/IssuesinEducation.aspx?id=5530,BCTF > Class Size and Composition  	BCTF > Issues in Education  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Issues in Education > Class Size Class Size and Composition See also Bill 33 – Education (Learning Enhancement) Statutes Amendment Act, 2006. What teachers need to know about class size and composition brochure (2010)   Class size and composition conference, Every kid counts! Over 300 parents, students, trustees, MLAs and teachers attended the BCTF hosted Every kid counts! conference on February 10 and 11, 2006. View the conference webcasts and download the written keynote presentation by Dr. Kim Schonert-Reichl.   What's in the research? Diane Whitmore Schanzenbach of Northwestern University undertook a review of the literature and found that class size does indeed matter. Based on the research as a whole, Schanzenbach makes the following policy recommendations in her 2014 report: "Class size is an important determinant of student outcomes, and one that can be directly determined by policy. All else being equal, increasing class sizes will harm student outcomes. The evidence suggests that increasing class sizes will harm not only children's test scores in the short run, but also their long-run human capital formation. Money saved today by increasing class sizes will result in more substantial social and educational costs in the future. The payoff from class-size reduction is greater for low-income and minority children, while any increases in class size will likely be most harmful to these populations. Policymakers should carefully weigh the efficacy of class-size policy against other potential uses of funds. While lower class size has a demonstrable cost, it may prove the more cost-effective policy overall." (10) Dr. Charles Achilles, an American educator and expert on class size held a forum with teachers and parents at Strathcona Community school in Vancouver on February 22, 2002. Joining Dr. Achilles is Carol Johns, President of the Primary Teachers' Association. View the webcast speeches from the forum. Gordon Thomas, the Executive Secretary of The Alberta Teachers’ Association, provides a useful overview of class size research in this 2011 article: A sizable issue: reducing class size matters, from ATA News. A February 2012 CTF article also delves into the topic: Class size and student diversity: Two sides of the same coin. The Federation's Information Services' Department has created a class size research profile. The Teacher newsmagazine regularly features articles on the class size issue and the benefits of small class sizes: No solution in sight for class size/composition (Oct 2011) Class-size reduction or increased incidents? (Jan 2010) The great class-size/composition sham (Nov/Dec 2009) Class size/composition and your health and safety (Apr 2009) Vancouver Secondary's struggle with class size (Oct 2008) Kindergarten screening in the Comox Valley—A story of class composition (May/June 2006) Major win on class-size arbitration (Mar 2006) Making sense of the class-size debate (Oct 2005) Class-size reduction cited as top spending priority in education: Public-opinion poll (Nov/Dec 2004) Class size counts (Mar 2001) The research is clear: class size matters to kids (Mar 2001) Okanagan teachers talk about class size (Jan/Feb 2001) Class size (Nov/Dec 2000) Reduce the size of all classes (Oct 2000) Size does matter (Sept 2000) Class size and achievement closely related (Apr 2000) Quebec and Alberta reduce class size (Mar 2000) Parents want class-size limits (Jan/Feb 2000) About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media jthornthwaite last tweet "Please join me in recognizing the vital work foster families do for B.C. kids http://t.co/bdYy1yh9Jc #FosterFamilyMonth #northvan #bcpoli" @jthornthwaite - 10:56pm Follow @jthornthwaite BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=29336,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > March 2013 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 25, Number 5, March 2013   Candidates for Executive Committee  For president Jim Iker Our passion to defend public education is driven by the needs of every child in our classrooms. Supporting all locals regardless of size and engaging members, new and experienced, is critical for a strong, effective BCTF. Together, we make a difference. We must: achieve a fair deal for all our members and increased supports for our students. advocate for restored and stable funding to at least the Canadian average. engage government in our plan for a quality public education system including fair assessment policies. enhance professional development for members. affirm our role in shaping education change and policy at the local and provincial level. exercise our freedom of expression and professional autonomy. voice and protect our core values and principles. speak out for greater equity in our schools and communities. support and strengthen our social justice practices including responsible investing initiatives. resist the corporatization and privatization of our public services. I believe in leadership that is thoughtful, respectful, and responsive. Promoting democratic processes, seeking and listening to member input and providing co-ordinated strategies are critical. I bring you my experience and energy and value the opportunity to continue working on your behalf as president. EXPERIENCE: Provincial: BCTF 1st Vice-president (3 yrs.), BCTF 2nd Vice-president (3 yrs.), Member-at-Large (5), Prov. Bargaining Team 2013–14 and 2011-12 (co-spokesperson), 2006, Learning Roundtable (2005–09), Social Justice Review Cttee. (1), CTF AGM Delegate (4), Bargaining Mobilization Cttee. Chair (1), Prov. Bargaining Team, 1995–96, 1998–99, GR/LR (12), AGM delegate (19), Local Presidents’ Advisory Cttee. (2), Chair (1), BCTF Interim Bargaining Structures Cttee., Legislative Adv. Cttee/team, Staff Rep Training, Summer Conference (26). Local: President (15), Bargaining Chair (2), Chief Negotiator, Local Bargaining (3 rounds), Bargaining Cttee. WLC Chair (2), Staff rep, District H & S Rep (4), EAP District Cttee.(14). Teaching: 35 yrs. (full and part time) K/2/3/4/ 6/7, Learning Assistance, Counselling, Special Ed. Education: Honours BA McMaster, B.Ed Dalhousie, Various Counselling. For first vice-president Glen Hansman Negotiations are under way and we are a few short months away from a provincial election that, with teachers' involvement, will bring about much-needed positive change. Much needs improving—not only in our working conditions and our students' learning conditions, but also in our communities and for other workers across BC. As a Federation of locals, our provincial body needs to continue to support all locals regardless of size, grow the participation networks and PSAs, engage parents and the public, and work with other unions in all regions of the province. It’s been a privilege to visit teachers in nearly every BCTF local—in schools, at meetings organized by locals, and at events hosted by PSAs. It’s been eye-opening to see first-hand the diversity of our membership and locals, but also to see how the damage of the government’s “flexibility and choice” agenda has played out regionally. Teachers have a positive vision for public education in BC. Our Better Schools For BC platform will serve us not just in the lead-up to the provincial election, but in the year ahead—working with a new government, with parents, with the Aboriginal community, with our friends in the labour movement, and with other partner groups. I will continue to work with all locals and all members of the Executive Committee in order to defend members’ rights and working conditions, and to work for equity and justice in our schools and communities. EXPERIENCE: Provincial: 2nd Vice-President (3 yrs.), Member-at-Large Executive Committee (1 yr.), BCTF representative to many external bodies. Local: President (2.5 yrs.), Vice-President (2 yrs.), LR, various committees at local level and local representative to various district committees. Teaching: elementary and secondary teaching experience, and district level role. Education: MA (UBC), B.Ed. (McGill), BA (Carleton). For second vice-president Denise Moffatt After more than a decade of regressive education policy and depleting resources, the next few months offer the prospect of change. We are on the eve of a provincial election that will hopefully bring a new government and a more respectful relationship. As we head back into bargaining, we will be able to negotiate more items at the local table, and our long-anticipated court case will be heard in September. These opportunities will not materialize without focused work. Our success relies on the strength and engagement of our members. Therefore, we must continue to support strong locals and preserve services to members. We must improve and defend our collective agreement and continue to build our social justice and professional development networks. All of this must be achieved while being fiscally responsible. As a current secondary art teacher and after spending four years as a local president, I bring both recent practical and political experience. I am a clear communicator, a strategist, and a big picture thinker. When faced with a challenge, I explore every solution. I also bring experience managing a large budget. I would be honoured to serve the Federation as second vice-president and ask for your support. EXPERIENCE: Provincial: BCTF Member-at-Large (3 yrs.) BCTF Bargaining team with TFEU (1 yr.) BCTF Health & Safety Advisory Committee (3 yrs.), Health & Safety Trainer (2 yrs.), Ad Hoc Committee on Benefits Co-chair, Provincial Returning Officer (2 yrs.), AGM Delegate (7 yrs.), BC Art Teachers’ Assoc. member Local: (Surrey): President (4 yrs.), Secretary Treasurer (1 yr.) Grievance/ Health & Safety Officer (2 yrs.), Member-at-Large (1 yr.), Bargaining Committee (6 yrs.) Staff Rep (5 yrs.), Health & Safety Committee (2 yrs.), Convention Committee (4 yrs.), District Health & Safety Committee (2 yrs.), Economic Welfare Committee (2 yrs.) Teaching: Secondary Art, English, Drama (6 yrs.), Teacher-Teaching-on-Call (1 yr.) Education: Bachelor of Education (UBC), Bachelor of Fine Arts (UVIC) Teri Mooring We are a dynamic, influential member-driven organization. As such, the needs of our members need to be central to everything we do. All voices in our Federation need to be heard and respected; inclusion and member engagement are critical to our continued success. We are facing incredible challenges both internally and externally. In the last 10 years we have been subjected to unprecedented government interference that has taxed our resources; our members have suffered under increasingly deteriorating working conditions. We have regained the right to address class size and composition in this round of collective bargaining; improvements are vital in order to allow teachers to focus on their amazing work in classrooms. Achieving necessary contractual gains in the current environment is formidable; creativity and strategic thinking are required. United we have a powerful, persuasive voice; our tireless advocacy for public education will continue, undaunted. Teachers need to be directly involved in decision-making around educational change. Our expertise needs to respected and valued to ensure classrooms remain efficacious and dynamic. I have the experience, passion and vision to represent the diverse needs of teachers. I will continue to work toward consensus-building while offering an independent voice. I would be honoured to serve as 2nd vice-president of the BCTF. EXPERIENCE: International: American Educational Research Association (1 yr.); National: Canadian Labour Congress delegate; Provincial: BCTF Executive member-at-large (4); BC Federation of Labour Delegate (6); BCTF Aboriginal Education Advisory Committee Liaison (2); TTOC Advisory Committee Liaison (2) Annual General meeting Delegate (19); Local: President (5), 1st Vice-president (6), Local Representative(4), Bargaining Chair (2), Gender Equity Chair (4), PD Chair (2), Social Justice Chair (2), School Union Representative (15). Teaching: 22 years of intermediate classroom experience; Resource Teacher (1). Education: Med (UNBC); Curriculum and Counseling; BA (SFU). For member-at-large Liz Baverstock Public education is the heart of democracy. Through education children learn to ask questions about the world and discover that nothing in it is in a permanent state: they can change the world for the better. BC teachers are the key to a healthy democracy, not just as the professionals who oversee these vital lessons, but also as the citizens who put the lessons into action outside the classroom, and build the better world they envision. I am extremely proud of BC teachers who make our democracy and our public education system outstanding. A decade of underfunding has increased class sizes, reduced supports, and punished the most vulnerable children in our care. Yet BC teachers continue to shine, ensuring that our students excel nationally, internationally and, most importantly, socially and emotionally within our own communities. Now more than ever we need to be the engaged citizens we teach our students to be. As a member-at-large candidate, I offer my passion, critical thinking skills, and outspoken voice to all BCTF members. I am committed to building relationships and strengthening our resources to build on and carry forward the crucial work of the BCTF for teachers and children throughout BC. EXPERIENCE: Provincial: TPPAC/Pensions Committee (2012–present), BC Fed Delegate (2012), AGM Delegate (9 yrs.), Richmond Local Representative (6 yrs.), Chem Ed Conference Committee (2004–05) Local: Working Conditions Officer (2012–present), District Health and Safety Committee (2012– present), TTOC Committee/Mentoring Workshops (2012–present), Staff Rep (15 yrs), Executive Staff Rep Officer (2 yrs), Executive Member-at-Large (2 yrs), SCC Chair (2 yrs) Teaching: Secondary Science and Chemistry (1992–2012) Education: B.Sc. Major Chemistry UBC, B.Ed. UBC, Technology Diploma SFU Lynda Bennett Together we have faced a decade of seemingly unending challenges. However, we have also ensured that the public education system in BC remains one of the best in the world, largely due to the united and unwavering passion, perseverance, and dedication of our members. Together we continue to campaign for better working and learning conditions. We have taken our advocacy to our employer, the government, the courts, and the public, in our determined pursuit for what we know is right. Together, through our social justice work, we continue to address the inequalities in our communities, province, and world. Still, there is more to do. I believe true engagement is created by fostering diverse positions, and recognizing the contributions of all. To face our challenges we must inclusively engage all members in the work of our union. We must focus on planning for succession, locally and provincially, by providing many training opportunities, strengthening our union now and in the future. The power of our union comes from our membership and we need to work collaboratively to ensure all members are heard. I am committed to my BCTF with a voice for all. EXPERIENCE: Provincial: Bargaining Team 2013, Judicial Council (3 yrs), Income Security (year 1 of 3), AGM Delegate (7 yrs), Local: President (5 yrs), First Vice President (3 yrs), Grievance Officer/Committee, strong advocate locally for BCTF Health & Wellness, Bargaining Team, Strike Committee, Staff Rep, various local and district committees Teaching: Primary (11 yrs), TTOC (4 yrs) Education: Post Bacc (SFU), PDP (SFU), BA(Hnrs) Commerce Gail Chaddock-Costello Bargaining, budget cuts, and election campaigns—here we go again! BC teachers continue to stand strong in the face of adversity. I am sure it is our ability to excel at our profession, and maintain our professionalism despite legislation designed to distract, destroy, and dismantle the BCTF that awes even our biggest detractors. That strength is born of our internal commitment to each member, each local and speaks to our core values as individuals and union members. There may be many different points of view but in the end, only one Federation, supported by our pillars of professional development, social justice, bargaining, and income security (health and wellness). As a local president, I am often busy representing teachers or preparing for grievances. However, it is the opportunity to be in schools, meeting with and talking to members that most enriches and informs my perspective. Ensuring that I have a pulse on what matters to members, understanding life from their point of view, and appreciating how challenging each new piece of legislation makes their job in the classroom keeps me grounded. To work for teachers locally and provincially is a privilege. I am sure in the end it is I who would benefit most by learning from you. I look forward to the opportunity. EXPERIENCE: Provincial: BCTF EC, 2008–09, Public Ed Conferences– delegate & presenter, BCTF parent presenter, FLI delegate, Zone meetings, CASJ 2009–13. SJ Workshop presenter, summer conferences, AGMs, New Teachers’ Conf. presenter, Cross Currents presenter, BCTF spokesperson for special education, International Sp.Ed review team (NS). Local: President, 2011–13, 1st VP 2008–11, PD (10 yrs.), Ed Change (1), WLC (2), 2nd VP (2), Budget (7), Bargaining (5), Building (7), school-based committees (15), Staff rep (10), Langley Sp.Ed. inquiry chief spokesperson, Dialogue on Debt–Community Consultations, BC Fed and NWDLC delegate(5) BC Fed SW (2) Teaching: 30 yrs. in special education (all categories, all levels), adult ed (2), adjunct professor, U of San Diego, practicum evaluator, education students (2). Education: BA, B.Ed. St. Mary’s University (Summa Cum Laude), NS, M.Ed. Mount St. Vincent University, NS, Doctoral courses completed for educational leadership, dissertation pending, U of San Diego. Marjorie Dumont Dinï ze’, ts’akë ze’, skiy ze’, Dzïn tabï honzu. (male chiefs, female chiefs and their children. It is a great day today) I would like to raise my hands in honour and respect to the Coast Salish people for allowing me to live and work on their unceded shared traditional territories. I am grateful to the Musqueam, Squamish and Tsleil Waututh First Nations for allowing me to reside on their unceded shared traditional territory (Vancouver). As well as to the Semiahmoo, Kwantlen and Katzie First Nations for allowing me to work on their unceded shared traditional territories (Surrey). My name is C’tan (Many leaves) and I am known to many as Marjorie Dumont. My father’s name is Chief Wah tah k’eght (Big man) and my mother’s name is Chief Wila’at (Echo). My house chief’s name is Chief Na’moks. I belong to the Tsayu (Beaver) clan of the Wet’suwet’en First Nation. My roots are also Gitksan. I respect BCTF and the democratic principles of our union. I am also grateful for the opportunity to be teaching and learning from the students, staff and community in Surrey, BC. My journey as a teacher is both great and challenging. The students’ stories and experiences give me strength to help improve and protect the public education system. Despite the concerted efforts of the provincial government’s attack on public education, I am very proud of all teachers as we remain strong and united. We must continue to be courageous in our efforts to protect our professional autonomy and rights. It has been a remarkable experience working for all teachers across the province at the BCTF office. Over the four years at the office, I had been blessed with the knowledge, wisdom, and proficiency to help me be a better advocate for students, teachers, parents and communities we work for. I believe my experience working with the AEAC and the AEA PSA, and the work with Education Partners, and other advocacy groups prepared me for a member-at-large post to serve you. EXPERIENCE: Provincial: BCTF, PSA President, Aboriginal Education, SURT presenter, Summer Institute trainer and participant, BCTF AGM participant since 1999, Summer Conference participant and Aboriginal Leadership since 2003. Local: Ad hoc Aboriginal Education Committee, STA Staff Rep. Teaching: Elementary, Secondary, and LST (since 1997) and as an instructor for UBC Faculty of Education courses. Education: BEd UBC, MEd UBC (in progress) Janine Fraser “I will love the light for it shows me the way, yet I will endure the darkness because it shows me the stars.” ~ Og Mandino Teachers over the last 10 years have been enduring a darker phase in education. What is it that fuels you to continue in these tough times? For me, it is that perspective of learning from challenges and being able to “see the stars” that has helped me to endure. But despite the optimism that many teachers use to fuel themselves and the system, I firmly believe it is time for the sun to come out. BC can’t continue to have a quality system while underfunding it and creating a climate of disrespect of its teachers. It’s now time for positive change in our system and I want to be a strong voice to be a part of that change. Please elect me to be your member-at-large, and I will serve you with experience, optimism, and integrity. EXPERIENCE: Provincial: Finance Committee (1 yr); BC Primary Teachers’ Association president (1 yr), BCTF rep for Ministry of Education CR4YR initiative (1yr), BCPTA newsletter editor (3 yrs), BCPTA member at large (1 yr); AGM Delegate (12 yrs.); Summer Conference Participant (2 yrs.); LR (3 yrs.). Local: Staff Rep. (3 yrs), Pro-D rep (3 yrs) Teaching: Boundary (4 yrs.), Surrey (9 yrs.), Kindergarten, primary, intermediate. Education: B.Ed. (SFU), MA.Ed. (U of Phoenix) Teresa Grandinetti There are four major issues facing the Federation in the year ahead: helping to elect an education friendly government; bargaining a collective agreement that includes class-size, composition, and staff ratios, and improvements to salary; leading the discussion on education change; and steering the Federation toward financial health. A BCTF Executive Committee priority must be to keep members active and informed in the challenging year ahead. Putting our financial house in order, although difficult, must be done with thought and care while adhering to the principles and goals of the BCTF. As a member-at-large I would work hard to be part of a diverse, independent-thinking Executive Committee whose members vote their conscience on all issues. I would work to create an Executive that is not afraid to take a hard look at the current state of the BCTF and be able to make difficult recommendations even if they prove unpopular. I offer close to 30 years as a teacher activist; 5 years in the private system, and the remainder as a teacher in Coquitlam School District. Through my experience as a union organizer, negotiator, table officer, and contract enforcer I have the ability to reach a solution while never forsaking my union principles. EXPERIENCE: Provincial: RA/AGM chairperson (3 yrs); BCTF Provincial Bargaining Team member (1.5); LR (5); AGM delegate (12); Summer Conference participant (10). Local: President: Coquitlam (3); CTA First Vice-President (5); CTA Second Vice President (2); CTA Chief Negotiator (6); Grievance Presenter (8); CTA Negotiating Team (19); CTA Policy and Procedures Committee Chair (5); CTA Member at Large (5); Staff Rep (4). Other: President & Chief Negotiator, Catholic Secondary School Teachers’ Association (Local 2). Teaching: (29 years) middle, junior high and secondary school math & science, learning assistance, behaviour and counselling. Education: Chemistry (UBC), PDP (UBC), Counselling Psychology (Adler). David Komljenovic As a result of our activism and persistence over the past decade there is potential for real and positive change for teachers, students, and public education. We now have the ability to negotiate important working and learning conditions such as class size, composition, and caseloads for specialist teachers. As a member of the provincial bargaining team, I recognize how crucial it is that we regain these rights so fundamental to student learning. The recent framework for bargaining is a positive step. Through strategies developed to attain a greater voice for teachers at the local level, we have finally seen a shifting attitude by school boards. There is a greater willingness to explore a bargaining structure that gives more decision-making power at the local level. As teachers, we continue to influence change in public education through the work we do in our classrooms and schools, and through the work we do in our neighbourhoods and communities. The greatest impact we can have in ensuring these changes are sustained is in our involvement in electoral politics. With some signals that the conditions in our classrooms and work lives may improve, there is a vital role for the BCTF to ensure that progress continues. EXPERIENCE: Provincial: BCTF Executive Member at Large (3), Provincial Bargaining Team (1), Canadian Labour Congress delegate (1), BC Fed delegate (2), BC Fed Resolutions Cmte (1), WLC/Barg Advisory Cmte (4), Ad Hoc Cmte on Barg Structures (1), AGM Delegate (12), LR (2), BCTF SURT facilitator (3), AGM New Delegates Training (3). Local: President (3), 1st Vice President (3), Bargaining Chair (3), Chief Negotiator—Local Barg (5), Treasurer (2), Health and Safety Rep, Staff Rep (1), Strike Co-ordinator (1), Local Elections Contact (1), TTOC committee (2), District Labour Council Member at Large (2), District Committee on Assessment (1) Teaching: Secondary Math/Science/Physics (7), TTOC (1) Education: B.Sc. (UBC), B.Ed. (UBC), Dipl. Ed (Guidance) (UBC) Paul Steer As a member of the BCTF Executive Committee, I’ve been proud to have been able to contribute to our best collective efforts through these challenging times. I’ve travelled to some of the most rural areas of this province to deliver to teachers the BCTF’s message of affirmation and support. I’ve worked hard to maintain and strengthen the positive connection between the BCTF and members. In my liaison role with the Health and Safety Advisory Committee, I have encouraged and supported their work, and voiced their recommendations at the EC table. I’m very proud of the negotiating framework agreement we have crafted with BCPSEA, and I fully support our efforts to achieve a collective agreement that meets members’ needs—before the end of the current school year. Looking ahead, our approach to meeting both current and future challenges will require focus, determination, and compassion. Re-elected, I promise to be a responsible voice for unity within our Federation, a steady advocate for equitable distribution of our limited resources, and a conscientious proponent of democratic governance. In short, I will speak up in support of a non-partisan approach to positive change within our union, and for a growing consensus among all who would build a better BCTF. Paul Steer’s Facebook page: http://on.fb.me/X5PFPQ   EXPERIENCE: Provincial: BCTF Executive Committee (2 years); BCTF Judicial Council, (1 year); CTF delegate (2 yrs); Teacher Newsmagazine Advisory Board (2, 3 yr. terms); Federation Leadership Institute (4 yrs); Summer Conference delegate (10 yrs); AGM delegate (14 yrs) Local: President (4 yrs); Vice-president (4 yrs); Local Rep (5+ yrs); Social Justice Chair (2 yrs); plus extensive local and ad-hoc committee membership and service. Teaching: Since 1981: Elementary, mainly Intermediate, but including some Primary; Special Ed; Junior & Senior Secondary; Library; Alternate Education, 1995-2005. Education: B.F.A. (UBC ’79); PDP (SFU, ’81), M.Ed. (USM ’97). Daniel Storms The BCTF has met many challenges through its long history, yet we prevailed in spite of formidable odds. Regardless of which party forms government, however, we will continue to face many challenges: upcoming court cases on Bill 27/28, the effects of 10 years of government attacks on teachers and public education; and low teacher morale. At this critical juncture, we need to rebuild, renew, and re-engage our members in ways that reflect the diverse passions and perspectives of all teachers. That diversity needs to be reflected and represented within the BCTF Executive Committee. We need to have the resources necessary to maintain our services to members and our ongoing commitments as the social justice union the BCTF is known for and that teachers expect. To carry on that proud tradition, we need to work together collaboratively and engage in open, respectful dialogue so that we can make a broad range of decisions to benefit all members and the long-term health of the Federation. I believe I can play a positive and constructive role due to my extensive involvement and experience within my local and provincially. Serving my colleagues on the BCTF Executive Committee would be an honour and a privilege. EXPERIENCE: Provincial: Attended FLI, Bargaining Conference, Bargaining Training, AGM (8 yrs), BCTF Summer Conference. Local: President, 1st Vice-President, Local Representative, BC Fed delegate, NVTA Member at Large, NVTA Bargaining Committee, NVTA Negotiating Team, NVTA Chief Staff Rep., NVTA Staff Committee Chair Teaching: (Secondary) Social Studies 8-11, History 12, AP History Education: B.A. M.A. Political Science (Simon Fraser); B.Ed. [Secondary] (UBC) Wendy Turner The May 2013 provincial election quickly approaches. This provides an opportunity for teachers to address the effect of 10 years of government policy that has eroded both our professional rights and the infrastructure of public education. Concurrently, we are navigating through another round of provincial and local bargaining. We will proceed on a landscape of shifting sands in terms of whom we are bargaining with through this process. Our ability to adapt and be resilient will be tested. Our message to the public and to political parties remains true to our professional principles: that real choice for children in education comes from a fully funded, equitable public school system. Teachers are the professionals in the classroom with the knowledge of what is needed to address their students’ needs, and how this is best supported within the public education system. We have the organizational skill to ensure that public education remains a central issue that must be addressed by government. I look forward to working with my colleagues and serving their needs as we move forward through these interesting times. Together, we are the BCTF! EXPERIENCE: Provincial: BCTF Executive Member-at-large, Finance Committee, Ad Hoc Committee on TTOC Work in B.C., SURT Facilitator, Local Representative, AGM Delegate Local: President, Vice President, Bargaining Team, Local Election Contact, School Staff Rep., TTOC Co-Chair Teaching: Music/Band, Grade 5 & 6 Elementary, Grade 7-9 Middle School (science, math, social studies) Education: Bachelor of Education (University of Victoria), Master of Arts in Administration, Curriculum and Instruction (Gonzaga University) Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=15174&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2008 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 20, Number 5, March 2008 Equity and inclusion BCTF Public education conference By Moira Mackenzie "Inclusive education is concerned with the quest for equity, social justice, and participation. It is about the removal of all forms of barriers of discrimination and oppression and it is about the well-being of all learners." – Professor Len Barton, Institute of Education, University of London Guided by the vision of a truly inclusive and equitable public education system, the BCTF brought together over 350 people at a public education conference, "Equity and Inclusion," on January 25 and 26, 2008. Teachers, parents, school support staff, student teachers, MLAs, trustees, representatives of education partner groups, and representatives of special-needs advocacy groups came together to examine the challenges, opportunities, and solutions in realizing equity and inclusion in our public schools. The conference opened with a moving performance by the Simon Fraser Peace Choir—elementary students under the direction of teacher Marisa Orth-Pallavicini. The young children’s excitement was contagious and the powerful messages in their songs set the stage for respectful collaboration, and the conference was off to a very good start. Shelly Johnson, social worker, researcher, and doctoral education student provided the traditional welcome. In her remarks, she reminded delegates of the special challenges faced by the thousands of children in foster care and the need to keep their plight in mind when talking about inclusion. The two keynote speakers, retired School Superintendent Doug Player and retired teacher leader Kit Krieger, both from West Vancouver, spoke of being on different sides of many arguments in their careers, but always standing together in their deep commitment to quality, inclusive public education. In a spirited address, Player spoke about the way in which increasing centralization, over-spending on administration, wrong-headed accountability plans, and a focus on narrow achievement measures were robbing schools of the ability to be truly inclusive. While he used the opportunity to provide specific advice to each education stakeholder group, he reminded all that the most important role for schools is to make every child feel significant every day. In a thought-provoking address, Kit Krieger called on the participants to reflect on the principles and values of public education and the remarkable success of BC’s school system. He went on to point out the ways in which current education policies and funding decisions undermine those values and principles, and as a result work against equity and inclusion. His conclusion was vested in the hope that all parties will try to come together to ensure a strong public education system that will lead to a cohesive, democratic society. Once the keynote speakers concluded, it was the participants’ turn to talk. Students from North Delta Secondary School ably facilitated lively group discussion at tables around the room. Their teacher, Alice McQuade, told the conference that although the Federation had requested 36 student facilitators, many more signed up to attend and on a Friday evening at that! The lively dialogue between conference delegates carried on during the social later in the evening, where the Vancouver Technical Secondary School Jazz Combo under the direction of their teacher, Mark Reid, provided wonderful musical entertainment for the delegates. The panelists from the Langley Special Education Inquiry presented their report to the plenary session the following morning. Mike Suddaby, Shirley McBride, and Nadene Guiltner reviewed their comprehensive report and recommendations, stressing that, although they studied special education conditions in one district, they believe their conclusions are relevant throughout BC. They spoke of the tremendous challenges teachers and parents face in trying to ensure that students with special needs have the conditions they need in order to succeed and faced the underfunding, inequity, and barriers to inclusion head on. Through a wide range of workshop choices, the Federation provided opportunities for participants to learn more about many aspects of inclusion and equity. Issues such as poverty and homelessness, homophobia and gender discrimination, were addressed. Funding, policy decisions, historical perspectives, legal rulings, and contract implications were examined. Approaches such as universal design, understanding challenging behaviour, and joint parent-teacher advocacy were presented. The Federation was fortunate to be able to draw on so many talented and knowledgeable presenters. The workshop sessions were followed by another opportunity for dialogue, but this time the atmosphere was quite different. The lights were dimmed, candles were on the tables and the songs of Edith Piaf were playing in the plenary ballroom as everyone joined in the World Café, an effective and unique process for collaborative dialogue. Structured questions guided the discussion and participants changed groups a number of times in the course of the session, building on the perspectives of others and sharing new ideas. Discussion on the last question, "If there were a single voice in the room, what might it be saying?" underscored the tremendous unity among participants. The conference wrapped up with closing speaker, Kristina Scott, a graduate from the Langley school system. In a very moving address, Kristina spoke of the challenges she faced in secondary school and the support and learning conditions that made a difference for her. She ended by reminding everyone that, although the cost of providing students with the support they need is high, the cost of not doing so is far higher. While the conference provided a dynamic provincial forum for the issues, the best possible outcome will be that coalition building on behalf of all students and equitable, inclusive public schools carries on at the community level. Go to bctf.ca/publicedconference2008.aspx or www.tinyurl.com/28u4m9 for the webcasts of the conference plenary sessions. Go to bctf.ca/IssuesInEducation.aspx?id=14812 (or www.tinyurl.com/2gmrx8) for more information about the Langley Special Education Inquiry. Moira Mackenzie is director of the BCTF’s Communications and Campaigns Division.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/BCTFNews.aspx?id=31702,BCTF News Vol. 19, No. 12, January 22, 2014  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development BCTF News archive 2013–14  2012–13  2011–12     2010–11  2009–10    En français  Home > Publications > Newsletters and Alerts > BCTF News > 2013-14 Archive     Volume 19, Number 12, January 22, 2014 Bargaining resumed January 21 Social media ethics and boundaries: Two workshops for teachers Recent draft curriculum news released Registration is open for New Teachers’ and TTOC Conference Day of Pink and Pink Shirt Day: Download your posters Chilliwack tech ed teacher resigns over student safety concerns Scholarships for young First Nations artists G.A. Fergusson Memorial Award and Honorary Life Memberships nominations are open Support for unions comes from surprising places Jan/Feb 2014 edition of Teacher Newsmagazine Bargaining resumed January 21 The BCTF and the government’s bargaining teams were back bargaining yesterday for the first session since the break. We sincerely hope that the government’s bargaining team, in the spirit of a fresh and new year, comes to the table with realistic proposals that work for teachers. From the get go, the BCTF has been clear that teachers need a fair deal and better support for our students. Please keep informed by reading the confidential bargaining updates posted in the BCTF portal. Social media ethics and boundaries: Two workshops for teachers Understanding the Professional Relationship: Social Networking Ethical Conduct Online (3–5 hours)  Social Media (3 or 5 hours)  Teachers can book either of these topical social media workshops at no cost for provincial, district, and school-based professional development days. Local teacher unions and associations can also book the workshops for training days. Please note that when you open the PDF containing workshop information, the workshop descriptions are on page 9 near the end. You can also contact Kelly Shields for workshop information, including workshop booking. Recent draft curriculum news released The BCTF recently received the following updates from the Ministry of Education. Arts Education draft curriculum is now posted on the Ministry of Education’s website.   Core French Curriculum: Work will begin shortly on aligning the previous core French curriculum work with the new curriculum format. Core Competencies: Core Competencies development for the draft curriculum continues and has also begun in Burnaby, Delta, and Sooke. Grad Review: The Ministry has indicated that they will release a process for the grad years curriculum, followed by curriculum development in the summer and fall of 201. Thank you to everyone who has contacted the BCTF regarding the new draft curriculum. We respect the diversity of opinion within our membership and want to continue to hear from you. You can also participate in the BCTF curriculum discussion forum or access the BCTF Wiki that houses resources and information about curriculum development. The Ministry of Education is the actual body responsible for curriculum development, therefore, we encourage you to also provide them with your feedback. Registration is open for New Teachers’ and TTOC Conference New teachers, TTOCs, and student teachers: please check out this conference designed especially for you! It will take place on February 28 and March 1, in Richmond. Follow this link to read about workshops and to register. Day of Pink and Pink Shirt Day: Download your posters The Day of Pink and Pink Shirt Day take place in communities across the province, the country, and the world, to celebrate diversity and raise awareness to stop bullying in all its forms, including homophobic and transphobic bullying. Pink Shirt Day posters will be arriving soon at your school site. You can also download your own copy of either the elementary or secondary poster. There are also teaching ideas on the back of the posters.   Elementary poster Secondary poster  The BCTF is celebrating both the BC Pink Shirt Day on February 26, 2014 and the International Day of Pink on April 9, 2014. We know that schools are busy places so you may choose to celebrate one day or the other, or even both, with your students.  More LGBTQ resources are available here. Chilliwack tech ed teacher resigns over student safety concerns Eric Munshaw, a highly experienced, middle school teacher in Chilliwack has pulled the plug on his teaching career because, in good conscience, he can no longer tolerate being fearful of an accident waiting to happen in his overcrowded woodworking shop. His action echoes the call from other tech ed and many applied-arts teachers who have stated repeatedly that their classes are too large to teach safely. Class size makes a difference, especially when teachers are responsible for safety. Watch the Global TV news report.  Scholarships for young First Nations artists The YVR Art Foundation is dedicated to the development and advancement of BC First Nations art and artists in British Columbia. They provide scholarships and awards to BC First Nations artists, including a scholarship specifically to assist youth with developing their artistic potential and building their art careers. The 2014 scholarship applications are now open. In addition to the Youth Scholarship award, the YVR Art Foundation is now offering a new Mid-Career Artist Scholarship award. Scholarship application guidelines and application forms are on the foundation’s website. The deadline is January 31, 2014. G.A. Fergusson Memorial Award and Honorary Life Memberships nominations are open Do you know a teacher who has made an outstanding contribution to public education and to the BCTF? You may wish to consider nominating her or him for one of these BCTF awards. The deadline for nominations is February 20. You can find further information, including the criteria for these awards and the application process, by following these links: Recognition Award and Teacher Awards.   Support for unions comes from surprising places “When you talk to anyone remotely connected to the world, they understand the role of unions providing what we have today. They’re a key driver in the creation of the middle-class, for the reduction of work hours, paid vacation, all sorts of benefits that we all enjoy.” –Peter Edwards, CP’s Vice-President of Human Resources and Labour relations. Watch this video to hear it for yourself. Jan/Feb 2014 edition of Teacher Newsmagazine     Click cover to view online.   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141007,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/FassbenderMLA/status/407989874344488960?screen_name=FassbenderMLA&id=407989874344488960,Peter Fassbender on Twitter: "Thanking students at Christine Morrison Elementary in #SD75 w/ @marcdalton @simongibsonmla #bced http://t.co/0Y3GdSDyUa" Twitter Search query Search Twitter Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Language: English Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Have an account? Sign in New to Twitter? Join Today » Sign In Phone, email or username Password Sign in Remember me Forgot password? Already using Twitter via text message? Follow Following Unfollow Blocked Unblock Pending Cancel Peter FassbenderVerified account ‏ @FassbenderMLA Dec 3 Thanking students at Christine Morrison Elementary in #SD75 w/ @marcdalton @simongibsonmla #bced pic.twitter.com/0Y3GdSDyUa Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Retweet 1 1:49 PM - 3 Dec 2013 Don’t miss any updates from Peter Fassbender © 2014 Twitter About Help Ads info Close Flag this media This has already been marked as containing sensitive content. Flag this as containing potentially illegal content. Submit Cancel Learn more about flagging media Dismiss Close Previous Next Close Go to a person's profile Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Close Retweet this to your followers? Cancel Retweet Close Are you sure you want to delete this Tweet? Cancel Delete Close Block Cancel Block Add a location to your Tweets When you tweet with a location, Twitter stores that location. You can switch location on/off before each Tweet and always have the option to delete your location history. Learn more Turn location on Not now Turn off location Close Profile summary Close Your lists Close Create a new list List name Description Under 100 characters, optional Privacy Public · Anyone can follow this list Private · Only you can access this list Save list Close Close Embed this Tweet Add this Tweet to your website by copying the code below. Learn more Hmm, there was a problem reaching the server. Try again? Include parent Tweet Include media Preview Close Sign up for Twitter Not on Twitter? Sign up, tune into the things you care about, and get updates as they happen. Have an account? Sign in » Close Two-way (sending and receiving) short codes: Country Code For customers of United States 40404 (any) Canada 21212 (any) United Kingdom 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM Haiti 40404 Digicel, Voila Ireland 51210 Vodafone, O2 India 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Indonesia 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » See SMS short codes for other countries Close Confirmation)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7940,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 5, March 2005 Are you missing your teacher-librarian? Has teacher-librarian time been cut in your school? Has this had an impact on you and your students? Tell us how. The B.C. Teacher-Librarians’ Association is collecting examples of the effect of reduced teacher-librarian time on classroom teachers. Please send your story to klindsay@sd61.bc.ca. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12762,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 1999 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 12, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 1999 Project Overseas Summer lessons Canadian teachers have a special opportunity to share classroom lessons and methods with teaching colleagues in developing countries through a CTF program, Project Overseas. Six teachers from B.C. were selected, along with 50 teachers from across Canada, to volunteer teach this past summer. They journeyed to Asia (Mongolia and Nepal), South America (Guyana), and Africa (Ghana and Malawi). Teacher will run a short write-up in each of the next five issues. Mongolia by Janet Nicol Sainbaina uu! Hello! That is the greeting of the people of Mongolia, a dreamlike land of blue skies and vast steppes. It is also a country in dramatic transition. Last summer, I observed the wonders and challenges of that unique Asian society working with three other Canadian teachers and the Mongolian Teachers’ Union in the capital city, Ulaan Bataar. We presented English as a foreign language methodology to teachers and developed curriculum materials. For almost seventy years, Mongolians learned Russian as a foreign language in school. But since the country achieved independence from the Soviet Union in 1990, English has become the language of opportunity. In our four-week language course, the student-teachers shared their culture while practising English. For instance, they brought special objects to describe: a friendship stick, chess carvings of horses and camels, and a wolf’s ankle bone (for good luck). Current events revealed attitudes—everything from a faith in their fragile yet hopeful democratic institutions to reverence for wrestlers. Sharing photographs, I learned about celebrations such as “White Moon,” in February, the revival of Buddhism, and teachers’ university days in Moscow. Most of the 49 student-teachers were female. Divorce is not uncommon, and families generally have two children. Bayarma, a Mongolian language teacher, told me “In this time of transition and poverty, we must have education. Young people with a good profession will develop Mongolia.” I admire my colleagues’ dedication and hope. I carried back to Canada some of their strength. Janet Nicol teaches at Killarney Secondary School, Vancouver. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9098,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept./Oct. 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, No. 1, Sept./Oct. 2003 Teacher unprotected in Georgia by Carol Rea I taught in the public school system in the southern U.S. state of Georgia last year. I’d decided that, because it would be for only one year, I wouldn’t get emotionally caught up in the politics of the system; I had none of myself invested in that system, as I had here in B.C. after 40 years of teaching. I soon discovered that I was unable to remain aloof from a system that, to my mind, dishonoured both teachers and students. The system harmed students in the way the curriculum was laid out, the methodology required of teachers, and the structure of the day. But that is all fodder for another article. In this space, I would like to address teaching in a system that does not allow unions and where the two existing professional organizations have no power to protect teachers. My beliefs regarding professional choice and treatment were challenged daily. I’d like to enumerate the many abuses that I railed at in the system. The fact that they are abuses came as a surprise to many of my colleagues who know no other way. Here I’ve compiled a list of those challenging conditions that have remained uppermost in my mind: • All teachers and para-pros (assistants) are required to do supervision duties before and after school, often up to 60 minutes a day. • Children begin arriving at school at 7:10 a.m., stay in vehicles until 7:20 a.m., then enter the school to sit in grade-level rows on the gym floor with the P.E. teachers supervising. • Teachers are required to start work in their classrooms at 7:30 a.m. to supervise students who arrive at school. Teachers must provide students with work until school starts, at 8:00 a.m. • Teachers are not allowed to leave classrooms at any time for any reason unless they enlist the help of another adult. If the only person available is another teacher, that teacher has to float between the two classrooms. (I met one Canadian teacher who for the first few months took her whole class to the washroom with her when she needed to use it.) • Because there are no scheduled recesses, if a teacher incorporates a recess into the class schedule, the teacher is responsible for supervising the students. • Teachers are told at the beginning of the year that they are not to sit and converse with other adults while outside with classes. • The lunch period of 25 minutes is shortened for teachers by the need to accompany students to and from classroom to lunchroom. Often administrators inform teachers early in the day, via the intercom, that there are no assistants available in the lunchroom and teachers are instructed to eat with their classes, effectively denying teachers any free time at all at lunch. • Teachers ostensibly have daily planning blocks when students go to "specials"—gym, music, computer, library, and guidance. However, in reality, on one day every two weeks, a teacher doesn’t get a block but receives two on an alternate day. • When teachers of library and counselling are absent, no substitutes are provided, and the teacher’s planning time is cancelled. • Teachers are instructed to use their planning blocks for grade-level meetings—three 15 minute meetings per week. The meetings are to be documented, listing those present and the ideas discussed, and then the minutes are handed in to an administrator. The meetings can’t take place after school even if the grade-level team agrees to meet then. Administrators also want to be informed ahead of time about all meetings so that they can attend if they choose. • TOCs are usually mothers of children in the school who are looking for part-time work. They are not teachers so they are given a couple of workshop hours on classroom management and school routines and allowed to spend several days wandering in and out of classrooms observing. • At the beginning of each week teachers have to hand in copies of weekly lesson plans to an administrator. At the end of the school year, teachers then hand in their completed plan and mark books, along with checklists of the curriculum objectives met. • Teachers attend scheduled weekly after-school staff meetings. Many times, even as late as after teachers are outside on after-school car duty, they find that other meetings have been called. • Teachers sign in to indicate attendance at all meetings. If in-service meetings are missed, teachers are required to make up the time during the summer months. • Teachers keep, and hand in at the end of the school year, a complete list of all in-service hours they have attended, and that list has to total a certain number of hours for the year, or it has to be supplemented during the summer. • Teachers attend every monthly evening PTA meeting, with attendance noted by administrators and parents. The administrators of the school to which I was assigned were able to bully teachers on the staff because there was no organization to support teachers and monitor administrative behaviour. The only black teacher in the school was the recipient of much of that bullying. For the first three months, nearly every day, she was called to the office because of parental complaints or phone calls. The administrators did not take time to determine whether the complaints (about such things as using cursive writing on her Grade 4 blackboard, asking the students to call her by her name rather that ma’am, questioning the fairness of the duty schedule, planning grade-level field trips) were well founded. Many of the things she was called on the carpet for, I was doing in my classroom down the hall. She wouldn’t, however, allow me to accompany her to the administrator’s office for fear of losing her job. Teachers at this school were told that they could "walk" if they questioned administrators’ decisions or plans on such things as the delivery of learning assistance and the regrouping of students to accommodate it. Input was sought from only a select group of preferred teachers. That led to the active encouragement of teachers to tattle on one another; yet, in April, all were asked to vote for the school’s Teacher of the Year, an honour celebrated at a school assembly and through the use of a specially labelled parking spot right in front of the school! What did I learn from my year in Georgia? I reaffirmed my belief that good teaching conditions need to be protected and that teachers need a strong union to be able to do that. I realized how fortunate I had been to work in a system where the teachers could strive for optimal teaching and learning conditions through strong collective agreements. And I learned how crucial it is to remain vigilant. Carol Rea is a retired teacher from Howe Sound. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9806,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept./Oct. 2002 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 1, Sept./Oct. 2002 Readers write Bright light extinguished On May 27, 2002, I was saddened to learn that Joyce Lydiard has died. She was a teacher, the editor of Vancouver Tabloid, newsletter of the Vancouver Retired Teachers, a member of the B.C. Retired Teachers’ Association Social Concerns Committee, A Raging Granny, a BCTF Feminist Caucus member, and a social activist involved in many organizations concerned with peace, justice, human and women’s rights locally, nationally, and globally. Joyce was a woman of action and motivated to achieve her goals. She was always busy with the causes she supported. Joyce’s knowledge of social justice issues was shared as she presented at conferences and meetings. Joyce worked with so many people and friends that she will be greatly missed. She always encouraged people to support the things they believed in. All of us were enriched by her life and are diminished by her death. Judy Devries Vancouver A graduate degree after 29 years teaching My reason for writing is to encourage teachers considering undertaking a graduate degree (at any stage in your career) to go for it! I suggest choosing an area that holds intense interest for you. Ask yourself the question, If I could be teaching any subject or working in any area of education for an extended time period, what would it be? For me the answer was literacy at the elementary level. I was often amazed by the way the hours sped by when I was reading articles and writing papers or preparing for class presentations. An unanticipated benefit was developing a network of colleagues from B.C., other provinces, and other countries. The intrigue for my area of interest has only grown and I look forward to continuing to share literacy teaching experiences with my colleagues at Brooke Elementary School in Delta—a dedicated staff of very encouraging colleagues. Finally, I want to answer the question I have been asked most often over the last two years: Why are you pursuing a Master’s degree? Most speculated that it must be because I have aspirations to become a school administrator. My answer, however, is simply that I want to be a better teacher. I guess the success of my students will be the measure of my accomplishment. Sue Pudek Delta Blue Cross waste It is unfortunate that Pacific Blue Cross Health Plan chooses to spend our hard-earned teaching (or pension) dollars by sponsoring programs such as the frivolous Nick & Nick on CFUN 1410, while premiums and deductibles soar and coverages fall. Joy Sheldon Cowichan Need coalition to defeat Liberals Let’s get realistic about B.C. politics. I have not written the requested letters to our politicians because they have said they are not listening. Yet, something is needed to change things. I listened to a friend get excited that possibly the Greens would be the next government to replace the Liberals, and it made me fearful of many more years of Liberal devastation. I don’t think the Greens, or the NDP, have a chance as long as we keep splitting the vote that cares about people and the environment. I have an idea that might give both parties a voice in the legislative halls by getting the proportional representation that my friend was so excited about on the Green’s behalf. I suggest the Greens and the NDP form a temporary coalition for one election only, based on the promise of legislation that would make proportional representation possible for the next election. Both parties recognize the need for proportional representation and could work together toward this end. But it won’t happen if we split the people/environment vote between two very worthwhile parties. We need to organize early for the next election. False political pride will be our downfall and the Liberal government will win again, to all of our detriment. Bev Neilson Coquitlam Back to larger classes, fewer teachers As a North Vancouver teacher, I can always tell when the new school year has arrived. It’s not the fact that the endless days of summer are growing shorter, or that the winner of the PNE prize home was not me. Neither the back-to-school sales nor the bustle of activity in each school, are the clues that convince me with certainty, that the calendar has turned from August to September. Even my own excitement, as I await a new class that provides me the privileged opportunity to earn a living in what is most certainly one of the most creative and rewarding occupations, is not the final piece of evidence that proves another school year has arrived. No, the North Shore News is my back-to-school guide. For I know that when the anti-teaching rhetoric oozes from columns such as those recently written by Mr. Knight and Mr. Lautens, summer really has come to an end. I used to get angry but now I would probably be disappointed if my profession wasn’t vilified on your pages. But gentlemen, let us be clear. The BCTF is not a fringe group that has little support from its members. In the last round of bargaining, 90% of teachers supported the goals of the union. And all that we said would come to pass is playing out as students return to classrooms throughout the province: larger classes, more children with special needs in each class, little or no extra support for children with special needs, and fewer teachers. A once proud educational system has been hacked apart by a government that would rather spend $6 billion on the Olympics than invest in the future of our most precious resource. Just as falling leaves signal the passage of summer into autumn, the words that fall from your pages tune my senses to the change in season. But maybe, just maybe, as the days get cooler and the North Shore News discovers that there is something seriously wrong with the level of funding our schools receive, a columnist will appreciate what a day in the life a teacher is really like, and write words that surprise me. Martin Stuible North Vancouver – North Shore News, September 4, 2002 Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=25445,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > March 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 5, March 2012   Child labour in BC: Let’s take a closer look   When we hear the term “child labour,” our minds automatically go to the mistreatment of children during the industrial revolution, or images of children working in shoe factories in third-world countries. Who would think of it as an issue in a developed country like Canada? Learning that the work-start age can be as young as 12 and the injury rates of young workers have been dramatically increasing is shocking. First Call (BC Child and Youth Advocacy Coalition) needs the help of teachers to gather information about the experiences of young workers in BC in order to make policy recommendations to ensure they are better protected. Changes in legislation  In 2003, the BC government enacted changes to the Employment Standards Act allowing children aged 12–14 to be employed with very few limitations. The language of this new legislation removed the cautionary tone of the previous act, and thereby removed the cautionary environment for those employed. In order to hire someone younger than 15 prior to 2003, an employer needed to apply to the director of Employment Standards, and an inspection of the workplace and conditions would be conducted to ensure the safety of the child. Now, the only limitations to employment include written consent from the child’s parent or guardian, direct supervision by a person who has reached 19 years of age, and not exceeding these time limitations: more than 4 hours on a school day more than 7 hours on a day that is not a school day, unless the employer receives prior written approval from the director more than 20 hours in a week that has 5 school days, and in any case, more than 35 hours in a week. This legislation leaves BC as the province with the lowest regulations for protecting children in the workforce. These regulations are not in line with the principles set out in the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child and the International Labour Organization’s (ILO) convention on child labour, to which Canada is a signatory. Problems arising  This new legislation takes a reactive instead of proactive approach, as it produces a self-regulated system that is complaint-driven, raising awareness only after the injuries have occurred. In 2003, WorkSafeBC accepted six claims for work-related injuries for children 14 years old and under. This number dramatically increased to 42 accepted claims in 2008, with the majority of these claims affecting children working in accommodation and food services, retail, agriculture, and general construction. Compliance with these laws is now left up to the employer, the parent, and the child. First Call’s primary concerns are that children ages 12–14 are not only incapable of assessing the safety of their workplace, but also cannot be expected to assert their right to refuse work in unsafe conditions. Additionally, preliminary research has shown that 22% of 12–14 year olds in BC reported no supervision while working and 58.3% reported that their parents did not provide written consent for their employment, showing even these minimal regulations are not being adhered to or enforced. As argued in a report from the Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives, refusing to allow a child to work longer hours at a low-skilled job may be more difficult for parents struggling with poverty and unemployment, where additional income can make a substantial difference. However, parents might not anticipate how that employment can affect the child’s school performance, or opportunities for further education and higher-skilled, better paying jobs in the future. This may in fact feed into the problem instead of addressing the underlying issue of family poverty. The ILO notes that poverty is a cause of child employment. Taking action  First Call’s No Child Labour Campaign was launched in response to the Employment Standards Act amendments, which have proven to place unrealistic expectations on parents and guardians of young workers. Our current project will gather youth voices and produce a report detailing qualitative and quantitative data about the experience of children in the workforce. From the information gathered, a policy framework will be developed recommending specific changes to the Employment Standards Act and Regulation to be presented to the provincial government. First Call is conducting an online survey, focus groups, and individual interviews with youth ages 12–18. The online survey includes components for teachers and parents. Participation in this study is entirely voluntary. Students who participate in the online survey will be entered to win prizes, and focus group members will receive a $50 honorarium for their participation. Ideally we would like to collect data that is representative of our diverse province. Teachers can help in several ways: Complete the brief online survey to share information about a student who is working. Encourage your working students to participate in the survey and find out more about the focus groups. Spread the word about the lack of legislative protections for young workers in your community. Visit the website nochildlabour.org to access the survey, download the poster, and see the previous research on this issue. The efforts that we make together, though they may seem small, can help make a significant difference for the future protection of children in BC’s workforce.    – First Call: BC Child and Youth Advocacy Coalition   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/issues/research.aspx?id=5822,BCTF > ESL enrolments as a percentage of total school enrolment, ranked Coquitlam School District  	Untitled Page  For Teachers For Parents For Media Home E-mail Lists Links A to Z Index Contact Us Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources Home > Issues in Education > Inclusive Education > Research Project ESL enrolments as a percentage of total school enrolment, ranked Coquitlam School District, 2002-03 Coquitlam Schools Total enrolments by school. S.R. 1581 ESL/ESD enrolments. S.R. 1586C ESL/ESD enrolments as % of school total Continuing Education       Continuing Education SD 43       Alternate Settings       Coquitlam Alternate Basic Education 188 0 0% Eagle Ridge Hospital Day Treatment program       I C C R 5 0 0% Ioco School 26 0 0% Winslow Centre       0 % of Coquitlam students identified as ESL/ESD are enrolled in alternate settings Secondary Schools       Pinetree Secondary 1,737 238 14% Centennial Secondary 2,006 172 9% Port Moody Secondary 1,732 96 6% Terry Fox Secondary 1,846 94 5% Gleneagle Secondary 1,599 73 5% Riverside Secondary 1,376 65 5% Dr. Charles Best Secondary 999 20 2% 19.96 % of Coquitlam ESL/ESD students are enrolled in secondary schools Middle Schools       Summit Middle School 690 118 17% Maple Creek Middle School 657 105 16% Como Lake Middle School 591 76 13% Banting Middle School 624 56 9% Pitt River Middle School 503 45 9% Montgomery Middle School 580 44 8% Scott Creek Middle School 729 58 8% Moody Middle School 670 49 7% Hillcrest Middle School 537 29 5% Maillard Middle School 447 24 5% Citadel Middle School 495 21 4% Minnekhada Middle School 697 31 4% Kwayhquitlum Middle School 699 17 2% 17.72 % of Coquitlam ESL/ESD students are enrolled in middle schools Elementary Schools       Roy Stibbs Elementary 310 141 45% Millside Elementary 144 53 37% Vanier Elementary 221 77 35% Walton Elementary 398 137 34% Hampton Park Elementary 222 70 32% Bramblewood Elementary 359 111 31% Lord Baden-Powell Elementary 296 92 31% Mountain View Elementary 203 62 31% Pinetree Way Elementary 253 77 30% Central Elementary 330 97 29% Meadowbrook Elementary 211 60 28% Aspenwood Elementary 190 52 27% Glen Elementary 479 130 27% Seaview Community School 229 61 27% Miller Park Community School 266 70 26% Panorama Heights Elementary 412 104 25% Eagle Ridge Elementary 310 67 22% Blakeburn Elementary 402 84 21% Westwood Elementary 263 56 21% Harbour View Elementary 241 49 20% Alderson Elementary 169 32 19% James Park Elementary 371 72 19% Nestor Elementary 373 72 19% Montgomery Elementary 133 20 15% Cedar Drive Elementary 241 33 14% Heritage Mountain Elementary 307 42 14% Mundy Road Elementary 203 29 14% R C Macdonald Elementary 113 15 13% Burquitlam Elementary 116 14 12% Cape Horn Elementary 207 24 12% Moody Elementary 135 15 11% Rochester Elementary 321 34 11% Castle Park Elementary 325 32 10% Porter Street Elementary 355 37 10% Birchland Elementary 326 27 8% College Park Elementary 148 12 8% Mountain Meadows Elementary 199 15 8% Coronation Park Elementary 137 10 7% Parkland Elementary 232 17 7% Cedarbrook Elementary 70 4 6% Hazel Trembath Elementary 335 21 6% Mary Hill Elementary 341 22 6% Riverview Park Elementary 202 13 6% Baker Drive Elementary 114 6 5% Irvine Elementary 374 20 5% Leigh Elementary 263 12 5% Lincoln Elementary 243 11 5% Anmore Elementary 146 6 4% Kilmer Elementary 325 13 4% Ranch Park Elementary 269 12 4% Coquitlam River Elementary 327 11 3% Pleasantside Elementary 181 6 3% Glenayre Elementary 386 6 2% 62.3 % of Coquitlam ESL/ESD students are enrolled in elementary schools TOTALS 33,159 3,796 11% SOURCES: Total enrolments: S.R. 1581: Headcount and FTE enrolment by grade, school, and district, 2002-03 ESL enrolments: S.R. 1586C: Headcount enrolment in English as a second language by gender, grade, school, and district, 2002-03   About Us | News & Events | Publications | Advocacy & Action | Social Justice | Issues in Education © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Foster parents are ordinary people engaged in extraordinary acts of kindness. Join the team! http://t.co/6jUkcsOp6V" @Teresa_Wat - 04:31pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13552&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 20, Number 1, September 2007 United Nations International Day of Peace, September 21, 2007 By Sam Fillipoff All United Nations (UN) countries have agreed that September 21, the International Day of Peace (IDP), should be observed as a global cease-fire and a day of peace and non-violence. The IDP was established by a UN resolution in 1981 to promote the ideals of peace and to give positive evidence of the UNs commitment to peace in all viable ways. The International Day of Peace provides an opportunity for individuals, organizations, cities, and nations to create practical acts of peace. Experience has shown us that during our lives, unique opportunities present themselves to make a fundamental difference for positive peaceful change. We only need to recognize them and then have the courage to act. Here are a few examples from the City of Vancouver: Green Peace originated in Vancouver in the early 1970s with the sole intent of stopping nuclear atmospheric testing in the Pacific Ocean by the United States, France, and Britain. The Phyllis Cormack, a refitted fish boat, sailed from Vancouver on September 15, 1971, with a crew of visionaries and dreamers to confront US nuclear tests on Amchitka Island in the Alaskan panhandle. They succeeded!   In the 1980s, David Suzuki, a geneticist, began writing and leading the discourse for environmental protection and conservation. He went on to host the TV series The Nature of Things. Today, the David Suzuki Foundation is globally recognized as a beacon of hope for a world threatened by environmental problems, climate change, and looking for solutions for a sustainable future.   Also in the 1980s, Vancouver City Council encouraged citizens to Walk for Peace and voted to declare Vancouver a "Nuclear Weapons Free Zone"earning the city the United Nations designation of Peace Messenger City in 1986. Vancouver and British Columbia have a rich history and tradition for peace and social justice activism. The first World Peace Forum (WPF) assembled in Vancouver from June 23 to 28, 2006, to discuss: "Cities and Communities: Working together to end war and build a peaceful, just, and sustainable world." The 5,000 participants from across the world and from all walks of life concluded that a world without war is achievable. They issued the 2006 Vancouver Appeal for Peace that outlined eight major themes that would bring an end to war. One of those themes stated: "We will educate our children and youth to cultivate cultures of peace and non-violence." The Winter 2007 issue of Our Schools, Our Selves dedicated the volume to "Teaching for a Culture of Peace." A feature story described a peace education project titled "Acts of Transformation: from War Toys to Peace Art" and called it the media star of the show in the buildup to the World Peace Forum. Children turning in their war toys captured symbolically the whole idea of transformation that is necessary for peace. The Museum of Anthropology at the University of BC organized workshops for students, teachers, and artists, and exhibited their War Toys to Peace Art along with childrens Peace Art from Uganda and schools in BC. The War Toys to Peace Art project left a lasting physical legacy for a culture of peace for the children who participated. The United Nations General Assembly declared 2001 to 2010 an International Decade for a Culture of Peace and Non-violence for the children of the world, 2001 to 2010. All of the Nobel Peace prize Laureates have signed a declaration of support for actions that will achieve success for this decade and its objectives. They stated: "Together we can transform the culture of war and violence into a culture of peace and non-violence. This demands the participation of everyone. It gives young people and future generations values that can inspire them to shape a world of dignity and harmony, a world of justice, solidarity, liberty, and prosperity." This decade ends in 2010, the year the Winter Olympics are in Vancouver. This presents a wonderful opportunity to graft Acts of Transformation: from War Toys to Peace Art as a participatory peace education activity for children in BC, Canada, and perhaps even the world, onto the stalk of the Olympic truce. This would be a wonderful legacy for the Olympic Games and the International Decade for Culture of Peace and Non-violence for the children of the world. Please consider starting to organize, participate, and cultivate a culture of peace and non-violence for the children in your school, community, or city on September 21, 2007, the UN International Day of Peace. A teaching resource guide, Acts of Transformation: from War Toys to Peace Art, is available from the BC Teachers Federation Lesson Aids to assist you. A DVD is also available to show childrens involvement in the War Toys to Peace Art Project. Allowing children to play with war toys suggests to them that adults approve of violent play. War toys imply that war is an exciting game and that killing is okay, even fun. Human Rights Watch and Amnesty International report that more than 500,000 children under 18 years of age have been recruited into government armed forces, para-militaries, civil militia, and a variety of non-state armed groups in more than 85 countries. At any one time, more than 300,000 of these children are actively fighting as soldiers. Whether recruited or abducted to join armies, many of these children have witnessed, or taken part in, unbelievable acts of violence, often against their own families or communities. The Canadian Army is recruiting children 16 years of age in our schools. They are offering secondary school credits and salaries for children to enlist. Lets help put an end to child soldiers on this planet. Ask your children and students to surrender their war toys to be transformed into peace art. Consider concluding the project on November 11. That was the date that was supposed to end all wars. Recall the words of Margaret Mead: "Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful committed citizens can change the world; indeed, its the only thing that ever does." Sam Fillipoff is a retired Vancouver teacher.)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/francais/NouvellesFECB.aspx?id=32802,Nouvelles de la FECB Vol.19, No.20, 30 avril 2014  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Nouvelles de la FECB archives 2013–14  2012–13  Home > Français > Nouvelles de la FECB > 2013-14 Archive     Volume 19, Numéro 20, 30 avril 2014 Le gouvernement sous pression Iker exhorte les commissaires à se prononcer sur le sous-financement Ce n’est pas une blague : un directeur du Ministère de l'Éducation passe un contrat avec une adolescente pour étudier la formation des enseignants en Finlande N'oubliez pas de lire les mises à jour sur la négociation Des centaines de personnes se réunissent dans toute la Colombie-Britannique pour honorer les travailleurs blessés et tués Les groupes partenaires signent une lettre commune au gouvernement La première conférence sur le mentorat des enseignants a été un grand succès Rendez-vous dans les collines et engagez-vous Mission passe une politique anti homophobie Le gouvernement sous pression  A l’issue de la première semaine des moyens de pression sur les moyens de travail, il est clair que la BCPSEA et le gouvernement ressentent la pression. Le Ministre de l'Éducation Peter Fassbender et le négociateur en chef de BCPSEA ont tous deux essayé de se défendre en disant aux médias provinciaux que les exigences de la FECB mettraient en danger la cote de crédit de la Colombie-Britannique. C'est une déclaration absurde, et personne en Colombie-Britannique ne croit cela lorsque nous voyons des centaines de millions qui partent dans des stades et dans un règlement avec California Power. Vous pouvez visionner ici la forte réaction de Jim Iker à ces déclarations, où il a demandé si la BCPSEA n’avait pas encore reçu le mandat de faire des « gros changements ». Encore plus révélateur du fait que le gouvernement ressent la pression a été le discours de Fassbender aux 300 commissaires réunis pour l'Assemblée générale annuelle de l'Association des School Trustees de la Colombie-Britannique. Il était contrit et désolé car il savait qu'il faisait face à une foule mécontente, étant donné le sous-financement de l'éducation et le transfert des coûts. Et alors qu'il a tenu un discours musclé sur la négociation, il était évident qu'il ressentait beaucoup de pression.   Iker exhorte les commissaires à se prononcer sur le sous-financement Fassbender n'est pas la seule personne qui s'est adressée aux administrateurs lors de leur récente Assemblée générale annuelle. Jim Iker a exhorté les commissaires des écoles à faire monter la pression sur Clark et Fassbender. "Ils doivent sentir la pression ou ils ne changeront pas de cap. Le plaidoyer calme n'a pas permis d’obtenir les résultats dont les enfants de la C.-B. ont besoin. " Iker a également demandé aux commissaires de se joindre aux enseignants pour faire pression sur le gouvernement pour un meilleur financement de l'éducation. Les commissaires ont adopté une série de motions sur de nombreuses questions, y compris un appel au gouvernement à partager les coûts des projets d'immobilisation tels que la mise à niveau sismique des écoles.   Ce n’est pas une blague : un directeur du Ministère de l'Éducation passe un contrat avec une adolescente pour étudier la formation des enseignants en Finlande Vous devez absolument lire cette histoire à propos de l'adolescente qui a reçu un contrat de Rick Davis, directeur de la réussite, pour étudier la formation des enseignants en Finlande. Le billet de blogue est de Wayne Ross de la Faculté d'éducation de UBC, avec les dessous de l’histoire tels que glanés par Jordan Bateman de la Fédération des contribuables canadiens à partir d’une demande d’accès à l’information. N'oubliez pas de lire les mises à jour sur la négociation Des séances de négociations ont eu lieues la semaine dernière, hier et aujourd'hui. Vous pouvez lire ce qui s'est passé en vous connectant sur le portail de la FECB à MyBCTF. Des centaines de personnes se réunissent dans toute la Colombie-Britannique pour honorer les travailleurs blessés et tués Toutes les 15 secondes : c'est la fréquence à laquelle un travailleur, quelque part dans le monde, est tué sur son lieu de travail. Chaque année, la Fédération du travail de la CB, les conseils du travail et les syndicats individuels participent aux cérémonies du 28 avril du Jour de deuil national, qui commémore les travailleurs qui ont perdu la vie ou ont été blessés au travail. L'an dernier, 128 personnes sont mortes, soit d’accidents du travail ou de maladies. La Fédération du travail de la Colombie-Britannique exige que le gouvernement poursuive pénalement les employeurs dont la négligence entraîne la mort d'un travailleur ou une lésion traumatique. Irene Lanzinger, secrétaire-trésorière à la Fédération du travail de la Colombie-Britannique, dit que les amendes ne fonctionnent pas toujours parce que les grandes entreprises absorbent facilement ces sanctions pécuniaires.   Les groupes partenaires signent une lettre commune au gouvernement Les commissaires du Conseil scolaire de Vancouver, les parents, le Comité des élèves du conseil scolaire, les associations d'enseignants, les administrateurs et les syndicats du personnel de soutien sont les signataires collectifs d’une lettre envoyée au ministre Fassbender le 24 avril, appelant à des fonds supplémentaires pour combler le déficit de  11 650 000 $ auquel fait face le conseil scolaire. Lire la lettre ici.   La première conférence sur le mentorat des enseignants a été un grand succès Plus de 120 enseignants, administrateurs et professeurs d'université ont participé à une conférence productive à Richmond les 10 et 11 avril. Les participants, représentant 25 conseils scolaires différents, se sont réunis pour discuter des différents modèles de programmes de mentorat actuellement en place en Colombie-Britannique et la manière de développer une culture du mentorat dans le milieu de l'enseignement de la Colombie-Britannique. Glen Hansman, premier vice-président de la FECB, a parlé lors de l'ouverture de la conférence et a rappelé aux participants qu’un financement adéquat devait être mis en place pour que le mentorat soit un succès. Rendez-vous dans les collines et engagez-vous Les Associations provinciales de spécialistes en environnement, pour les petites écoles et les écoles en milieu rural, en apprentissage coopératif et en éducation physique unissent leurs forces pour la conférence « Mobilisation active/Actively Engaged » le 9 mai prochain à Hills Guest Ranch à 108 Mile House. Inscrivez-vous ici. Mission passe une politique anti homophobie Le Conseil scolaire de Mission a adopté, le 23 avril dernier, la Politique n°26 : La minorité sexuelle (identité orientation sexuelle) anti homophobe. Félicitations à Michael Ross du Syndicat des enseignants de Mission et aux autres qui ont été les défenseurs à long terme du personnel enseignant et des élèves LGBT de Mission. Mission est le 30e conseil scolaire de la province à adopter une politique anti homophobie. Environ la moitié des conseils scolaires de la province ont maintenant de telles politiques. Xtra, dans son numéro vancouverois, a récemment publié un article passant en revue l'état des politiques antis homophobes dans toute la province. Vous pouvez le lire ici.      Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=10466,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 19, Number 4, January/February 2007 Education Committee report to the BCFed Convention Defending the K–12 education system In the K–12 education system, 2005–06 was a tumultuous year for workers. Teachers and support workers were embroiled in a struggle against the provincial Liberal government education policies, which threaten the very basis of public education. A prime example of this was the crisis that ended in the job action of teachers in October 2005. During this job action, a systematic series of attacks designed to undermine public confidence in the system and foster privatization and commercialization was launched by the Liberal government. The assault began with the stripping of teachers’ collective agreements from 2002 (as noted in our 2004 Report to Convention). The crisis came to a head when the Liberal government intervened in a limited teacher job action in 2005. The result was Bill 12, which imposed a one-year contract and ordered the teachers back to work. This piece of legislation, however, had the opposite effect. Despite the Bill and previous essential service legislation, teachers defiantly went out on a full withdrawal of service while affiliates, supported by the BC Federation of Labour, walked the line in solidarity throughout the province. This withdrawal of services lasted two weeks, the longest provincial public education action in the history of Canada. Teachers faced the intimidation of the province, the media, and the courts, and stood their ground. The tremendous and solid support of the affiliates, particularly in school support unions, parents, and the public, led to the appointment of Vince Ready as mediator. Teachers voted to accept Ready’s recommendations that $100 million be injected into the system, that working and learning conditions (class size and composition) be addressed in public policy and negotiated at the Learning Round Table, and that teacher bargaining processes be reviewed and improved. The year came to a close with another round of teacher bargaining, an 88% strike vote, and round-the-clock negotiations that ended just before midnight on June 30. The result was the ratification of a new five-year collective agreement in September, bringing a period of stability to an otherwise stressed system. The struggle is not over, Bill 33, the Liberals’ legislation to control class sizes, remains critical, as do the battles to achieve appropriate class composition and confront the Liberals’ so-called "accountability agenda." Bill 33 limited Kindergarten to 19 students, Grades 1–3 to 21 students, and Grades 4–7 to 30 students. Up to 30 students per class are permitted in secondary school classrooms. The legislation also introduced a cap on the number of students with special needs that could be placed in any one class to three. However, this legislation has never been funded, meaning that school boards will have to rob Peter to pay Paul. The deputy minister has suggested districts "use...non-enrolling staffing" to create new classes, thereby paving the way for the further erosion of the services provided by non-enrolling teachers. Thus, Bill 33 goes only a very small way to addressing the pressing workload issues facing teachers (and must be compared to Ontario, which plans to reduce all elementary classes to fewer than 20 over the next two years). If it remains unfunded, the provision of programs for children with special needs is threatened, as are the services of non-enrolling teachers such as counsellors, school librarians, English as a Second Language (ESL), and special education and learning assistance teachers. The second issue at hand, the accountability agenda, is the education policy framework of the Liberal government and its hallmarks include: Chronic underfunding, resulting in privatization and commercialization. The West Vancouver School District now generates 20% of its budget through privatization initiatives such as recruiting international students.  Centralized control. Currently, almost every single school in BC has the same identical goals, which are driven by ministry accountability contracts.  System-wide, high-stakes testing. Tests cannot measure everything of quality that is done in school. If test results are published and schools are ranked as a result, more and more effort is focussed on achieving higher scores. Instruction is therefore increasingly focussed on the narrow content of these tests, while electives are sacrificed. Moreover, such uniformity in curriculum and teacher-proof instruction allows tests to be compared school-to-school and district-to-district, leaving children and entire schools who cannot hope to compete in these tests, viewing themselves as failures. Also, Grade 10 and 11 provincial exams (some harder than the Grade 12 equivalents) will discourage many students from continuing on in school.  Re-purposing of school boards and school-based budgeting. The government is looking for economies of scale, and so is questioning the role of small, local boards. Larger amalgamated boards will reduce duplication of services, produce economies of scale, and result in less local control of public education. Similarly, school-based budgeting allows the province to offload the cuts necessary when funding doesn’t allow the provision of all services to all children.  Information control has been accomplished through the BCeSIS information tracking system. Now every student, through their own personal Provincial Education Number (PEN), can be tracked across the province. This includes academic progress, discipline, attendance, letter grades, assignment completion, and marks. This emphasis on testing and data-gathering over teaching and learning, of individual achievement over collaboration, co-operation, and community-building, and achievement or "product" over the process of lifelong learning, threatens the very nature of public education as we know it. Teachers have called for a dramatic shift away from the accountability policy framework toward an education policy that supports optimal conditions for teaching and learning. The struggle in defence of workers’ rights and quality public education is now part of our proud labour history, and has forged the strong bonds that will enable us to meet the challenges that face all public services in the province. Resolutions passed at the convention Resolution C–2–2006 That the BC Federation of Labour will lobby government to further improve class-size and composition legislation by funding it properly and bringing it closer to the standards set out in the BCTF Working and Learning Conditions Declaration. (Burnaby Teachers’ Association, Local 41) Resolution C–8–2006 That the BC Federation of Labour call upon all trade union members in BC who are parents to withdraw their children from writing FSA tests. (BCTF) Resolution C–11–2006 That the BC Federation of Labour call upon the provincial government to provide additional funding for the implementation of improvements in class size and composition that are a result of Bill 33; and be it further resolved that the provincial government develop a three-year plan to further improve learning conditions and to fully fund those improvements. (BCTF) Resolution C–12–2006 That the BC Federation of Labour encourage trade unionists who are parents of students with special needs to work with teachers to advocate for funding necessary to implement the class composition provisions of Bill 33 to help ensure a quality education program for their children. (BCTF) – Education Committee report , BC Federation of Labour Convention, November 2006 Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=24154&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > October 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 2, October 2011   How Chief Atahm Elementary became a success story  By Katie Hyslop   “Develop wisdom, honour the spiritual.” Those principles guide a unique learning approach breaking through low expectations for First Nations achievement. Chief Atahm isn’t your typical elementary school. The teachers won’t instruct in English until Grade 4. Curriculum is created by teachers and parents instead of the Ministry of Education. Here, hands-on learning means skinning a deer or collecting medicinal plants. It’s one of the few Aboriginal immersion school programs in BC and—celebrating its 20th anniversary this year—the oldest. Chief Atahm Immersion School is a one-storey building situated on top of the grassy plateau that is the Adams Lake reserve, a 60 kilometre drive north-east of Kamloops. For a Kindergarten-to-Grade 7 school, Chief Atahm is rather small: only five classrooms for 52 students. But Chief Atahm’s teachers and parents say the school’s full immersion in Secwepemctsín is a big deal. They say it produces students who not only have a good academic foundation but, equally importantly, are well grounded in their own culture. “We think that if we offer a quality education here, [our graduates] will be prepared to go anywhere,” says Principal Robert Matthew. “And history has proven it’s true. Our students here are well prepared for the public school, and many have gone to university or colleges.” Beyond a traditional education  Parents of kids at Chief Atahm want something more than academics: they want their children to grow up knowing who they are, where they came from, and why their identity should be a source of pride. “We believe that everybody has unanswered questions of ‘Who am I? How did I get to this place and time?’” says Matthew. “We deliberately ask those questions, then answer them within our school. By the time they leave they’ll have the [answer]:’Who am I? You are Secwepemc!’” For kids in Kindergarten to Grade 3, instruction is entirely in Secwepemctsín. The teachers run the gamut from proficient to fluent, so elders also sit in on classes, either offering language help or running their own lessons. Instruction in Grades 4 to 7 is half Secwepemctsín, half English. Unlike most reserve schools in the province, Chief Atahm doesn’t follow the provincial curriculum. Instead teachers—mostly veterans of the public system—and parents adapt conventional classroom practice to involve aspects of traditional Secwepemc life: gathering roots and medicines, cleaning and smoking fish, singing, and creating art. “In Grade 4 in the public school, they do bean seeds in an egg carton,” says Matthew. “We go out and study a real plant that has a stem, a flower, a root. We’re observing nature and changes: that’s science.” Maintaining the vision  Parents and teachers have devised a vision and set of values for the school that include these principles: we are all related; help yourself; take time for yourself; develop wisdom; and honour the spiritual. “I think [in] public school and university, you do have to have some inner strength to survive,” says Matthew. “So this is what we want them to have when they leave here, some kind of inner strength.” Like most of the 34 Aboriginal languages still spoken in BC, Secwepemctsín is endangered. Fewer than four dozen people still speak it fluently, and many are elderly. Because of this, fluency in Secwepemctsín is a hard goal to meet, especially when parents aren’t fluent and kids revert to English outside of class. But many educators agree traditional languages encode the personal history and culture students need to build strong, positive identities. Languages transmit ancestral knowledge, from traditional medicines to the meaning of land treaties, and other studies link early knowledge of more than one language to improved learning and achievement later in life. We used to raise our kids ourselves  Keeping Chief Atahm on track takes as much labour as love. In addition to the initial interview, parents attend four meetings per year to discuss the school’s philosophy, budget, activities, and curriculum. They help fundraise—Chief Atahm gets support from Aboriginal and Northern Affairs but still needs to raise about $100,000 each year to operate. They also participate in a three-day parent-teacher retreat to re-examine its vision and values. Ultimately, it’s that commitment and strength Matthew hopes to instil in the students. Whether they move far afield and earn doctorates or finish high school and stay on the reserve, he hopes to see self-reliance and pride in being Secwepemc. “My dream is to be driving through this reserve 10 years from now and finding one of my former students repairing his own porch,” Matthew says. “Not phoning Indian Affairs, not phoning the band office, phoning anybody else, but doing it yourself.” As a metaphor for Chief Atahm’s first-of-its-kind model of learning immersed entirely in ancestral language and culture, you could hardly do better. Katie Hyslop reports on education and youth well-being for the Tyee Solutions Society. This series on First Nations education success stories in British Columbia was made possible by funding from the McLean Foundation, the British Columbia Teachers' Federation, and the Vancouver Foundation. If you would like to republish this or other stories produced by the Tyee Solutions Society please contact Michelle Hoar at mhoar@tyeesolutions.org or 778-558-1099.  For the full version of this piece, go to thetyee.ca/News/2011/09/06/Chief-Atahm-Elementary-School )
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=28571,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 25, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 2012   Why do they want to silence teachers?  By Ken Novakowski   Delegates to the BC Liberal convention held in Whistler October 26–28, 2012, were looking for ways that government could curb the power of public sector unions, in particular, the power of the BCTF. Vaughn Palmer’s headline to his column on page 3 of the October 30 Vancouver Sun said it all— “Delegates agree teachers’ union power needs curbing.” We need to look at the government’s record on public education and at our response to try and understand why the BC Liberals would like to silence teachers. In their 11 plus years in office in this province, the BC Liberal government has time and again attacked the collective rights of teachers and belittled their professional roles, while focusing on picking fights with teachers instead of working with them to build a better education system in BC. They started with legislatively trying to limit our right to strike by declaring education an “essential service.” Then they unilaterally stripped our collective agreement of substantive terms and conditions of employment that teachers had fought for and sacrificed to achieve through a generation of collective bargaining. And they made it illegal to bargain critical issues such as class size and composition. While we were still reeling from the negative impacts their actions would have on the school system, our work lives, and the education of the students we teach, they fired the duly elected teacher representatives of the College of Teachers and replaced them with hand-picked government appointees. We did not take any of this lying down. We responded as best we could through the media and public communications, in the courts, with other trade unionists, and in one-on-one encounters in our communities, with our neighbours and the parents of our students. The government backed down on the College of Teachers issue and reinstituted an elected board, albeit, less representative than the previous one. And on the bargaining front, government actions in legislating yet another contract, had us out on a two-week strike in 2005 where we won public support for improvements in the classroom conditions that had deteriorated with the stripping of our collective agreement several years earlier. And that is exactly why the BC Liberals do not like teachers and the BCTF. It’s because we stand up to them. We protest, we organize, we communicate, and we usually do all of this effectively in all parts of the province. But most of all, we persistently continue to advocate for an improved public education system, for better classroom conditions for the students we teach. And they don’t like that. Government revenues had increased as a result of the contract stripping. Financial savings gained from increasing class sizes and reducing the numbers of specialist teachers went to help pay for the tax cuts introduced by the BC Liberals. The result was increased workloads for teachers, diminished learning opportunities for students, and tax cuts mostly for the well to do. Then, we experienced an unusual circumstance. Government wanted “labour peace” during the then upcoming Winter Olympics so they found the money for public sector wage increases and teachers, along with other public sector workers successfully negotiated a deal. Remember though, that the law, as changed by the BC Liberals, did not allow us to negotiate key terms and conditions of employment such as class size and composition. The most recent round of bargaining concluded earlier this year and the stress and distress that government actions and legislation (Bill 22) created for teachers is still fresh in our minds. The BC Liberal convention did pass a motion that urged the government “to enact legislation prohibiting public sector unions from using union money for any political purpose.” It is public knowledge that the BCTF does not donate money to any political party. So do they mean that union dues could not be used to run a public campaign to oppose government actions to strip our collective agreement? Or do they mean that we could not use those funds to publicly advocate for better funding for public education? The reality is that almost everything that happens in society is political—taxation, public services (public education and healthcare), government budgets, and so on. What kind of political party would choose to trample on the democratic, collective rights of its citizens to organize and advocate? Palmer reports in his article that the convention considered a motion to “remove the requirement for teachers who teach in public schools to belong to the BCTF.” First of all, that requirement is part of the teacher collective agreement, freely negotiated between teacher locals and their school boards in the first round of local bargaining in 1988–89. In the first round of provincial bargaining, both parties agreed to continue with this provision. Prior to being in the collective agreement, membership in the BCTF had become a statutory provision of government in 1947. At that time, 93% of BC teachers had already voluntarily belonged to the BCTF. Twice governments tried to do away with this provision. When the WAC Bennett Social Credit government did it in 1971, the BCTF responded by signing up all but 69 of the 22,000 public school teachers at the time. A new government subsequently restored statutory membership and in 1987 the Bill Vander Zalm Social Credit government did away with the provision again. The BCTF undertook a voluntary sign up of all public school teachers with a success rate of over 99%. That’s when we then negotiated the provision into our collective agreement. The motion to do away with that provision got 40% support from the delegates at the convention but the majority adopted other means to curb the power of the BCTF. A party that thinks it can continue to rule by using their spent majority in the legislature to stifle democratic discourse is a party whose time to leave office has come. Teachers need to be out in droves to help them do this next May.   Ken Novakowski, retired teacher, former BCTF executive director, BCTF past president    Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2013/02/saying-it-like-it-is-exposing-premiers.html?showComment=1361861190737,Staffroom Confidential: Saying it like it is - Exposing the Premier's Technology Council on #bced Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Monday, February 25, 2013 Saying it like it is - Exposing the Premier's Technology Council on #bced What do teachers do? What should teachers do? Who should decide? These are some of the questions both posed and answered in the new BC Education Plan and now, thoughtfully examined, by Cory (Tobey) Steeves, a Vancouver teacher. Steeves' work is available online here: https://circle.ubc.ca/handle/2429/43675 In  (De/Re)-Constructing tachers and their work: A Discourse analysis of British Columbia's 21st-century policy, Steeves looks beyond the obvious to uncover some of the "problems" with 21st-century learning. His focus is on British Columbia, and he uses the Premier's Technology Council (PTC) report, A Vision for 21st Century Education as a basis for identifying underlying themes. In the process, he exposes aspects of the agenda to reformulate what teachers do and who controls what they do. Steeves situates his work in the company of other education theorists who have described the impacts of corporate education reform on what teachers do and who tells them what to do. He uses a discourse analysis to "problematize" these components of the 21st-century agenda. To do this, he looks at certain textual features of the report and identifies elements that match the "learnification" and "accountingization" of education. "Learnification" is a fancy word for reducing the process of education to just learning. This has the effect of simplifying all educational processes to a singular narrow focus - the outcome of what has been learned. Anyone living in our test obsessed culture can identify with this. For example, this can be teaching to the test so the student will do well on the test. But more generally, it is the process of narrowing not just the curriculum, but all aspects of eduacating, into only what is to be learned. Of course missing then is relationships and socializing, the role of teachers' professional judgement, and a role for society to articulate what education is and is for. "Accountingization" is also a fancy word more easily described: turning teaching into an activity whose every component part can be itemized, counted and judged. Similar to learnification, the net effect is to influence what teachers do (teach what can be counted) and how they do it (judge them on student test results). Using this conceptual framework, Steeves goes on to the look at the language used (or not used) in the PTC report. Steeves locates the document within a genre of "management talk" - a perfectly apt description.  By considering some of the language use, Steeves then goes on to identify "managerialist features" in the text, such as this one - a word cloud showing the use of modal verbs: As he articulates: "the overwhelming emphasis given to "will", "must", and "should" suggest a willingness to determine the roles and vlues of others." It is a bit of a tough read (I will candidly admit that anything with the word "discourse" in the title usually ends up back on the shelf in my household), but his conclusions and motivation made it worth the wade through some unfamiliar territory. I certainly agree that one aspect of the #bcedplan is that "transnational technology corporations become mingled with the values of teachers, and 'good teaching' is re-imagined as a vehicle for constructing a knowledge-based economy." I found the emphasis on teaching and teachers was a unique lens to approach this topic. While I typically start from the profit-making intent of technology companies and the incompatibility of this with genuine education (which I equate with human well being, first and foremost), Steeves looks at the same topic through the view of what teachers do and who tells them, and this is refreshing and important. To this end, despite our theoretical differences, I found myself hopeful that I was one of the "friends" in mind in his dedication: "I dedicate this work to the friends of the commons and the defenders of a more democratic otherwise: May it bring you tools for play-and battle." And since I haven't said it before, to all you readers, friends, fellow activists out there, that is my dedication too. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 10:35 AM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 6 comments: D. BjornsonFebruary 25, 2013 at 10:22 PM As I only have time to follow a few people on Twitter, I do value both your and Toby's commentary on the 21C Learning. Thank you both for educating and validating me, as I try to make sense of the apparent New World Order. Question: When will the lens of the PARENT be critically used to dissect 21C Learning? I was at the Vancouver Island Parent Conference this weekend and thought to ask Gabor Mate about his thoughts on the subject matter. If you are familiar with his work, as I am now becoming, it should not come to any surprise that he views any sort of learning that weakens a student's adult attachments as not one that should be promoted! He made it very clear that the move towards online learning will lead to increased peer attachment/weakened parent attachment. Coorporate profits and learnified classrooms aside, I do not want to send my kids to more screen time and less adult human interaction time,PERIOD! They are surrounded by their peers for enough hours of the day-- how are we to provide guidance and true life skills, if they are in cyberspace for over 8 hours a day? The BCED Plan has completely dropped the ball, in my opinion. Government had an opportunity to enhance the system-- instead, they decided to turn it on it's head. (Potentially, good news for Victoria district, though... It will have my 2 kids commuting from Langford each day to attend a high school that is Teacher-centred; should Royal Bay be the only option for French Immersion.)ReplyDelete Replies TobeyFebruary 25, 2013 at 11:04 PM Hi D. Bjornson, I absolutely agree that the role of the parent in 21CL policy is also worthy of analysis. In early drafts of my thesis I looked at constructions of teachers, parents, and students - but this was far too much for a MA thesis and my committee urged me to pick one construct to focus on. With that said, I can say that the PTC's doc constructs parents as rational consumers - shopping for learning like they might shop for a new TV, or a new condo. In addition, parents were constructed as paranoid, dependent on quantifications of their child's worth and relative competitiveness. Anyway, the parent angle is, again, well worth further analysis, and I do hope that others are encouraged to take up a ball and run.Delete Tara EhrckeFebruary 26, 2013 at 7:44 AM Hi Dana, Yes - I'd have to agree with Tobey above that the dominant role for parents in 21st CL is as "shoppers" for schools - hence the Fraser Institute reports, etc. This is particularly problematic as it has the effect of stratifying children based on socio-economic status. Just as private schools are only available to those who can afford them, so programs of choice are inhabited by the children of parents who stand in line, drive their kids across town, and otherwise have the "social capital" to end up savvy enough to live in the right community, seek out the programs and help their kids apply. There is a great article about this I've been meaning to send you by Alfie Kohn: It's called "Only for My Kid"... http://www.alfiekohn.org/teaching/ofmk.htmDelete Tara EhrckeFebruary 26, 2013 at 7:55 AM On the technology piece I totally agree. Interestingly, this relates to the class issue vis a vis parents. Dumbed down, online tech schools are basically for working class kids to do working class jobs. Same goes for kids who can "fill in the bubble". They don't need to be able to think, and if they can, that is just a threat to the social order. Have a look at New York schools - they have them all - tech free for the upper middle class creative types, high tech high for the high achieving upper middle class parents who want their kids to be engineers, career college type high schools for those in the middle, and blended/online learning factories for the poor. Interestingly, I don't think that private schools in BC will change much as a result of the #bcedplan, and no doubt that is where the Christy Clark's of the province will continue to have their children educated. Nope, the Royal Bays will be for the growing working class neighborhoods like Langford and the children who live there.Delete Reply AnonymousFebruary 25, 2013 at 10:46 PM It almost feels like we're living in a communist or fascist state, except that our BCed plan is not driven by ideology, but by corporate profits. ReplyDelete TobeyFebruary 25, 2013 at 10:56 PM Hi Tara, I'm very glad to hear you found my thesis worth the effort to "wade through some unfamiliar territory". I assume that if it were more familiar territory, maybe it would've taken less work to research + write. ;) The stress given to 'good teachers' and 'good teaching' in education policies was necessary for highlighting the importance of a democratic politics of authority. That is, if policies were enacted /with/ teachers - not /for/ or /on/ them - I assume that it would be possible to find a more cooperative way forward. Beyond this point, as you note, an underlying intention of the thesis is to offer "friends of the commons" with tools to be put into use. Simply put, my agenda here was to help fuel teachers' critical engagements with education policies. In this spirit, I hope that, in some small way, you are able to put it to work in your advocacy for public education in BC.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ▼  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ▼  February (3) Saying it like it is - Exposing the Premier's Tech... #c21summit13 - More 21st century learning inc. The most important "choice" - the neighborhood sch... ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13682,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 1997 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 10, Number 2, October 1997 Accreditation: A paper trail to change or just a paper trail? by Marian Lowery The accreditation of public schools encompasses two goals: accountability and improvement. Accountability is satisfied when the school’s internal report is reviewed and accepted by an external team. Improvement depends upon the extent to which the school’s growth plan is subsequently implemented within the timelines set out and meets the evaluators of success to the satisfaction of the stakeholders. Recently I analyzed our school’s growth plan in an effort to determine how successful we had been in meeting our action plans for improvement. I was interested to know to what extent any improvements could be linked to the accreditation process itself. The initial look was purely quantitative. A count revealed that 36 of the planned 95 had been worked on during the school year. Although the number fell short of our targets, just over 33% begun during the first year of a five-year plan is not so bad. My next look asked How many of the action plans worked on during the year had already been in progress before accreditation commenced? Two-thirds of the action plans, 24 of the 36 worked on, had already been in progress before the school growth plan had been written. Subtracting the changes that were already under way before accreditation left 12 new improvements: that is, those presumably initiated because they were identified during the accreditation process. Although we are getting down in numbers, 12 improvements are commendable, and numbers alone do not tell the whole story. My next step was to interview several staff members (two from the implementation committee, two past co-chairs of accreditation, one younger staff member). Successful initiatives All participants mentioned the creation and ratification of a school mission statement, the increased amount of technology available for use in the school, and the creation of the Breakfast Club. More than one participant mentioned the identification and efforts to deal with at-risk students, the increased outreach to the community, and the clearer delineation of decision-making processes in the school. Of the five areas listed by participants, I noted that three of the areas had been on-going before accreditation, and two were new areas. Problems All participants mentioned the difficulty of sustaining a sense of momentum to implement the actions outlined in the plan. All but one of the items participants identified as problematic were new items; i.e, they were not being worked on prior to accreditation and were tackled only after their identification during the accreditation process. It would seem that problematic issues do not readily find themselves on the school agenda for change, and accreditation provided the impetus to place them there. Next year All participants felt it would be important to monitor the use of technology. The members of the Implementation Committee mentioned two other committees—Assessment and Evaluation and School and Community—that will be struck this year. All participants mentioned the need to bring new staff members on side and to refresh the commitment of the whole staff to the process. Two issues emerge for my colleagues from this analysis: When is an action plan considered to have been implemented? If it is by the evaluators of success listed in the growth plan, who applies these? What is the role of the Implementation Committee? Are they accountable to staff and other stakeholders or to the funding body (school administrator via board office and ministry)? Two further issues emerge for those creating policy for provincial accreditation: Should a school’s accountability end with the external team’s report? Since funds are released in accordance with the priorities set out in the growth plan, who ensures that all stakeholders are party to how the money is allocated? If school improvement is ongoing (as indicated by the fact that 24 of 36 items were already under way at our school prior to accreditation), what precludes a growth plan’s (with its attendant funding guarantees) being stacked with planned changes that are, in reality, those already in progress? Although this evidence is insufficient to abandon one’s faith in the accreditation process (assuming one begins with a modicum of faith), my optimism has been challenged this past year. Our school survived accreditation through a combination of hard work and individual courage. It remains to be seen whether we will merely survive the implementation phase or be strengthened by it. Marian Lowery teaches at West Whalley Junior Secondary School, Surrey. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/contacts.cfm?page=pdchairs&sort=1&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true,BCTF Contacts Home E-mail Lists Links A to Z Index Contact Us Help SITE SEARCH Quick Links BCTF formsBCTF NewsFrançaisLabour linksPensionsTeacher NewsmagazineTeaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Contact Us > PD chairpersons BCTF Professional Development Chairpersons Sorted by local name. Click here for sort by local number. Local Chair School Phone School Fax E-mail Abbotsford District Teachers' Association (34) Brenda Head    604-850-7692  pd34@bctf.ca Alberni District Teachers' Union (701) Stephanie Hopkins  250-723-7522  250-723-7557  pd701@bctf.ca Arrow Lakes Teachers' Association (10) Paula Rogers  250-358-7222  250-358-2533  pd10@bctf.ca Boundary District Teachers' Association (51) Catherine Pankoff  250-442-8275  250-442-5388  pd51@bctf.ca Linda Rawlings-Dolezsar  250-442-5313  250-442-5317  pd51@bctf.ca Bulkley Valley Teachers' Union (54) Kristina Willing  250-847-2231  250-847-2165  pd54@bctf.ca Mary Neto  250-847-2231  250-847-2165  pd54@bctf.ca Burnaby Teachers' Association (41) Alexandra Peters  604-664-7056  604-664-8734  pd41@bctf.ca Barbara Henderson  604-664-8727  604-664-8818  pd41@bctf.ca Patricia Dolton      pd41@bctf.ca Burns Lake District Teachers' Union (55) Lisa Mason  250-698-7301  250-698-7349  pd55@bctf.ca Campbell River District Teachers' Association (72) Adria Anne Gleeson  250-286-0511  250-286-0938  pd72@bctf.ca Cariboo-Chilcotin Teachers' Association (27) Shirley Giroux  250-398-5800  250-398-5206  pd27@bctf.ca Central Coast Teachers' Association (49) Coleen Fraser  250-799-5556  250-799-5757  pd49@bctf.ca Stephen Dishkin  250-982-2355  250-982-2720  pd49@bctf.ca Central Okanagan Teachers' Association (23) Joe Jamison  250-868-1135  250-870-5020  pd23@bctf.ca Chetwynd Teachers' Association (592) Gysbert Ruiter  250-788-2267  250-788-9729  pd592@bctf.ca Chilliwack Teachers' Association (33) Angela Woods  604-823-4408  604-823-2243  pd33@bctf.ca Comox District Teachers' Association (71) Lisa Pedersen-Skene    250-897-0487  pd71@bctf.ca Coquitlam Teachers' Association (43) Michael Galliford  604-464-8581  604-937-8045  pd43@bctf.ca Cowichan District Teachers' Association (65) Naomi Nilsson  250-748-2251  250-746-7849  pd65@bctf.ca Sabina Reska  250-743-6916  250-743-6915  pd65@bctf.ca Cranbrook District Teachers' Association (2) Carol Johns  250-489-4391  250-489-0600  pd02@bctf.ca Colette Grasdal  250-426-5241  250-426-6673  pd02@bctf.ca Creston Valley Teachers' Association (861) Melissa Feragotti  250-428-2051  250-428-2019  pd861@bctf.ca Delta Teachers' Association (37) Fiona Higgs    604-599-1786  pd37@bctf.ca Fernie District Teachers' Association (1) Linda Christenson  250-425-6666  250-425-6661  pd01@bctf.ca Sarah Larsen      pd01@bctf.ca Fort Nelson District Teachers' Association (81) Shirley Kenney  250-774-6941  250-774-6988  pd81@bctf.ca Fraser-Cascade Teachers' Association (78) Kathleen Koopman      pd78@bctf.ca Gold Trail Teachers' Association (74) Elizabeth Griggs  250-256-4274  250-256-4275  pd74@bctf.ca Golden Teachers' Association (18) Margaret Calladine  250-344-6317    pd18@bctf.ca Greater Victoria Teachers' Association (61) Lucinda Graf  250-727-0188  250-727-2079  pd61@bctf.ca Gulf Islands Teachers' Association (64) James Lightfoot  250-653-9223  250-653-2090  pd64@bctf.ca Haida Gwaii Teachers' Association (50) Autum Gates    250-626-3214  pd50@bctf.ca Monika Hausmann    250-626-3214  pd50@bctf.ca Kamloops Thompson Teachers' Association (73) David Comrie    250-377-2257  pd73@bctf.ca Kimberley Teachers' Association (3) Bethany Turcon      pd03@bctf.ca Craig Hillman  250-427-4827  250-427-7106  pd03@bctf.ca Kitimat District Teachers' Association (80) Katherine Johnsen  250-632-6174  888-539-4732  pd80@bctf.ca Michele Sutherland  250-632-2912  888-574-1126  pd80@bctf.ca Kootenay Columbia Teachers' Union (20) John Horcoff      pd20@bctf.ca Kootenay Lake Teachers' Association (862) Dennis Larcombe  250-229-4224  250-353-7434  pd862@bctf.ca Lake Cowichan Teachers' Association (66) Christine Rolls  250-748-0011  250-749-4030  pd66@bctf.ca Langley Teachers' Association (35) Sandy Ho  604-888-3033  604-888-2873  pd35@bctf.ca Mackenzie Teachers' Association (572) Amber Raycraft  250-963-7060  250-963-7381  pd572@bctf.ca Christa Barnes  250-997-6340  250-997-5075  pd572@bctf.ca Karen Chadha  250-997-6340  250-997-5075  pd572@bctf.ca Maple Ridge Teachers' Association (42) Suzanne Hall  604-463-6414  604-466-6265  pd42@bctf.ca McBride-Valemount Teachers' Association (573) Brian Hanson    250-566-4551  pd573@bctf.ca Jennifer L'Arrivee  250-569-2295  250-569-2620  pd573@bctf.ca Julia Howard  250-569-2295  250-569-2620  pd573@bctf.ca Mission Teachers' Union (75) Anna Heavenor  604-820-4587  604-820-9505  pd75@bctf.ca Mount Arrowsmith Teachers' Association (69) Denise Spencer-Dahl  250-248-3296  250-954-1734  pd69@bctf.ca Lesley Rowan  250-752-5651  250-752-8604  pd69@bctf.ca Nanaimo District Teachers' Association (68) Colleen Skipper  250-758-6892  250-758-2373  pd68@bctf.ca Michael Silverton    250-751-8840  pd68@bctf.ca Nechako Teachers' Union (56) Cindy Miller  250-996-7126  250-996-7708  pd56@bctf.ca Shawn Lank  250-699-6233  250-699-7753  pd56@bctf.ca Nelson District Teachers' Association (7) Monica Doyle  250-352-3186  250-352-3183  pd07@bctf.ca Tamara Martin  250-352-5538  250-352-3119  pd07@bctf.ca New Westminster Teachers' Union (40) Romeo Lavrencic  604-517-6316  604-517-6204  pd40@bctf.ca Sandra Lee  604-517-6090  604-517-6091  pd40@bctf.ca Nisga'a Teachers' Union (92) Charity Peal  250-633-2225  250-633-2669  pd92@bctf.ca Samantha Lambright  250-326-4206  250-633-2916  pd92@bctf.ca Sara Beardsell  250-633-2225  250-633-2669  pd92@bctf.ca North Okanagan-Shuswap Teachers' Association (83) Kyla Hadden  250-836-2831  250-836-2664  pd83@bctf.ca North Vancouver Teachers' Association (44) Maria Aiello  604-903-3750  604-903-3751  pd44@bctf.ca Okanagan Skaha Teachers' Union (67) Angela Seppola  250-770-7683  250-492-5981  pd67@bctf.ca Peace River North Teachers' Association (60) Jessica Dmytruk  250-793-9125  250-630-2323  pd60@bctf.ca Peace River South Teachers' Association (591) Angela Connelly    250-782-9604  pd591@bctf.ca Powell River District Teachers' Association (47) Wendy Adams  604-485-5660    pd47@bctf.ca Prince George District Teachers' Association (571) Glen Thielmann  250-562-9525  250-564-4875  pd571@bctf.ca Prince Rupert District Teachers' Union (52) Colleen Pudsey    250-627-1348  pd52@bctf.ca Marla Gamble    250-627-1348  pd52@bctf.ca Raegan Sawka  250-627-1536  250-627-1443  pd52@bctf.ca Princeton District Teachers' Union (17) Gordon Bibby  250-295-3218  250-295-7914  pd17@bctf.ca Mary Bell  250-295-3218  250-295-7914  pd17@bctf.ca Quesnel District Teachers' Association (28) Carlie Borrett  250-991-5566  250-991-5565  pd28@bctf.ca Revelstoke Teachers' Association (19) Stacey Grimm  250-837-2173  250-837-7164  pd19@bctf.ca Richmond Teachers' Association (38) Christian Matheson  604-668-6665  604-668-6569  pd38@bctf.ca Saanich Teachers' Association (63) Holly Mair  250-704-4972  250-479-9870  pd63@bctf.ca Sarah Windle  250-652-9261  250-652-2094  pd63@bctf.ca Sea to Sky Teachers' Association (48) April Lowe  604-898-3688  604-898-4706  pd48@bctf.ca SEPF (93) Alain Paquin  604-437-4849  604-437-9630  pd93@bctf.ca Linda Theriault  250-220-6010  250-220-6014  pd93@bctf.ca Monica Monus    604-214-9881  pd93@bctf.ca Sooke Teachers' Association (62) Brian Hotovy  250-474-1291  250-478-0738  pd62@bctf.ca Kristine Kosolofski  250-478-3232  250-391-9624  pd62@bctf.ca South Okanagan Similkameen Teachers' Union (53) Nicola MacNaughton  250-498-3468  250-498-0339  pd53@bctf.ca Stikine Teachers' Association (87) Alithia Gillies    250-771-4343  pd87@bctf.ca Andre Lagace    250-771-4343  pd87@bctf.ca Sunshine Coast Teachers' Association (46) Patrick McCallum  604-885-3216  604-885-7991  pd46@bctf.ca Surrey Teachers' Association (36) Anne McNamee      pd36@bctf.ca Stephen Anderson      pd36@bctf.ca Terrace District Teachers' Union (881) Karen Andrews  250-635-3115  888-456-3464  pd881@bctf.ca Upper Skeena Teachers (882) Jan Thorburn  250-842-5214  888-503-6959  pd882@bctf.ca Shirley Hobenshield  250-849-5484  888-594-2271  pd882@bctf.ca Vancouver Elementary School Teachers' Association (391) Allison Jambor      pd391@bctf.ca Patricia Gudlaugson      pd391@bctf.ca Vancouver Island North Teachers' Association (85) Sarah Soltau-Heller  250-949-6418  250-949-6485  pd85@bctf.ca Vancouver Island West Teachers' Union (84) Adam Barber    250-761-4234  pd84@bctf.ca Glyn Howell    250-934-6578  pd84@bctf.ca Vancouver Secondary Teachers' Association (392) Mary Filleul    604-713-5076  pd392@bctf.ca Vernon Teachers' Association (22) Robyn Ladner    250-545-7680  pd22@bctf.ca West Vancouver Teachers' Association (45) Rosemary Murray  604-981-1200  604-981-1201  pd45@bctf.ca Shannon Gray  604-981-1130  604-981-1131  pd45@bctf.ca Windermere Teachers' Association (4) Robyn Oliver  250-342-9213  250-342-4499  pd04@bctf.ca About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy Close Window Print Page   BCTF Professional Development Chairpersons Sorted by local name. Click here for sort by local number. Local Chair School Phone School Fax E-mail Abbotsford District Teachers' Association (34) Brenda Head    604-850-7692  pd34@bctf.ca Alberni District Teachers' Union (701) Stephanie Hopkins  250-723-7522  250-723-7557  pd701@bctf.ca Arrow Lakes Teachers' Association (10) Paula Rogers  250-358-7222  250-358-2533  pd10@bctf.ca Boundary District Teachers' Association (51) Catherine Pankoff  250-442-8275  250-442-5388  pd51@bctf.ca Linda Rawlings-Dolezsar  250-442-5313  250-442-5317  pd51@bctf.ca Bulkley Valley Teachers' Union (54) Kristina Willing  250-847-2231  250-847-2165  pd54@bctf.ca Mary Neto  250-847-2231  250-847-2165  pd54@bctf.ca Burnaby Teachers' Association (41) Alexandra Peters  604-664-7056  604-664-8734  pd41@bctf.ca Barbara Henderson  604-664-8727  604-664-8818  pd41@bctf.ca Patricia Dolton      pd41@bctf.ca Burns Lake District Teachers' Union (55) Lisa Mason  250-698-7301  250-698-7349  pd55@bctf.ca Campbell River District Teachers' Association (72) Adria Anne Gleeson  250-286-0511  250-286-0938  pd72@bctf.ca Cariboo-Chilcotin Teachers' Association (27) Shirley Giroux  250-398-5800  250-398-5206  pd27@bctf.ca Central Coast Teachers' Association (49) Coleen Fraser  250-799-5556  250-799-5757  pd49@bctf.ca Stephen Dishkin  250-982-2355  250-982-2720  pd49@bctf.ca Central Okanagan Teachers' Association (23) Joe Jamison  250-868-1135  250-870-5020  pd23@bctf.ca Chetwynd Teachers' Association (592) Gysbert Ruiter  250-788-2267  250-788-9729  pd592@bctf.ca Chilliwack Teachers' Association (33) Angela Woods  604-823-4408  604-823-2243  pd33@bctf.ca Comox District Teachers' Association (71) Lisa Pedersen-Skene    250-897-0487  pd71@bctf.ca Coquitlam Teachers' Association (43) Michael Galliford  604-464-8581  604-937-8045  pd43@bctf.ca Cowichan District Teachers' Association (65) Naomi Nilsson  250-748-2251  250-746-7849  pd65@bctf.ca Sabina Reska  250-743-6916  250-743-6915  pd65@bctf.ca Cranbrook District Teachers' Association (2) Carol Johns  250-489-4391  250-489-0600  pd02@bctf.ca Colette Grasdal  250-426-5241  250-426-6673  pd02@bctf.ca Creston Valley Teachers' Association (861) Melissa Feragotti  250-428-2051  250-428-2019  pd861@bctf.ca Delta Teachers' Association (37) Fiona Higgs    604-599-1786  pd37@bctf.ca Fernie District Teachers' Association (1) Linda Christenson  250-425-6666  250-425-6661  pd01@bctf.ca Sarah Larsen      pd01@bctf.ca Fort Nelson District Teachers' Association (81) Shirley Kenney  250-774-6941  250-774-6988  pd81@bctf.ca Fraser-Cascade Teachers' Association (78) Kathleen Koopman      pd78@bctf.ca Gold Trail Teachers' Association (74) Elizabeth Griggs  250-256-4274  250-256-4275  pd74@bctf.ca Golden Teachers' Association (18) Margaret Calladine  250-344-6317    pd18@bctf.ca Greater Victoria Teachers' Association (61) Lucinda Graf  250-727-0188  250-727-2079  pd61@bctf.ca Gulf Islands Teachers' Association (64) James Lightfoot  250-653-9223  250-653-2090  pd64@bctf.ca Haida Gwaii Teachers' Association (50) Autum Gates    250-626-3214  pd50@bctf.ca Monika Hausmann    250-626-3214  pd50@bctf.ca Kamloops Thompson Teachers' Association (73) David Comrie    250-377-2257  pd73@bctf.ca Kimberley Teachers' Association (3) Bethany Turcon      pd03@bctf.ca Craig Hillman  250-427-4827  250-427-7106  pd03@bctf.ca Kitimat District Teachers' Association (80) Katherine Johnsen  250-632-6174  888-539-4732  pd80@bctf.ca Michele Sutherland  250-632-2912  888-574-1126  pd80@bctf.ca Kootenay Columbia Teachers' Union (20) John Horcoff      pd20@bctf.ca Kootenay Lake Teachers' Association (862) Dennis Larcombe  250-229-4224  250-353-7434  pd862@bctf.ca Lake Cowichan Teachers' Association (66) Christine Rolls  250-748-0011  250-749-4030  pd66@bctf.ca Langley Teachers' Association (35) Sandy Ho  604-888-3033  604-888-2873  pd35@bctf.ca Mackenzie Teachers' Association (572) Amber Raycraft  250-963-7060  250-963-7381  pd572@bctf.ca Christa Barnes  250-997-6340  250-997-5075  pd572@bctf.ca Karen Chadha  250-997-6340  250-997-5075  pd572@bctf.ca Maple Ridge Teachers' Association (42) Suzanne Hall  604-463-6414  604-466-6265  pd42@bctf.ca McBride-Valemount Teachers' Association (573) Brian Hanson    250-566-4551  pd573@bctf.ca Jennifer L'Arrivee  250-569-2295  250-569-2620  pd573@bctf.ca Julia Howard  250-569-2295  250-569-2620  pd573@bctf.ca Mission Teachers' Union (75) Anna Heavenor  604-820-4587  604-820-9505  pd75@bctf.ca Mount Arrowsmith Teachers' Association (69) Denise Spencer-Dahl  250-248-3296  250-954-1734  pd69@bctf.ca Lesley Rowan  250-752-5651  250-752-8604  pd69@bctf.ca Nanaimo District Teachers' Association (68) Colleen Skipper  250-758-6892  250-758-2373  pd68@bctf.ca Michael Silverton    250-751-8840  pd68@bctf.ca Nechako Teachers' Union (56) Cindy Miller  250-996-7126  250-996-7708  pd56@bctf.ca Shawn Lank  250-699-6233  250-699-7753  pd56@bctf.ca Nelson District Teachers' Association (7) Monica Doyle  250-352-3186  250-352-3183  pd07@bctf.ca Tamara Martin  250-352-5538  250-352-3119  pd07@bctf.ca New Westminster Teachers' Union (40) Romeo Lavrencic  604-517-6316  604-517-6204  pd40@bctf.ca Sandra Lee  604-517-6090  604-517-6091  pd40@bctf.ca Nisga'a Teachers' Union (92) Charity Peal  250-633-2225  250-633-2669  pd92@bctf.ca Samantha Lambright  250-326-4206  250-633-2916  pd92@bctf.ca Sara Beardsell  250-633-2225  250-633-2669  pd92@bctf.ca North Okanagan-Shuswap Teachers' Association (83) Kyla Hadden  250-836-2831  250-836-2664  pd83@bctf.ca North Vancouver Teachers' Association (44) Maria Aiello  604-903-3750  604-903-3751  pd44@bctf.ca Okanagan Skaha Teachers' Union (67) Angela Seppola  250-770-7683  250-492-5981  pd67@bctf.ca Peace River North Teachers' Association (60) Jessica Dmytruk  250-793-9125  250-630-2323  pd60@bctf.ca Peace River South Teachers' Association (591) Angela Connelly    250-782-9604  pd591@bctf.ca Powell River District Teachers' Association (47) Wendy Adams  604-485-5660    pd47@bctf.ca Prince George District Teachers' Association (571) Glen Thielmann  250-562-9525  250-564-4875  pd571@bctf.ca Prince Rupert District Teachers' Union (52) Colleen Pudsey    250-627-1348  pd52@bctf.ca Marla Gamble    250-627-1348  pd52@bctf.ca Raegan Sawka  250-627-1536  250-627-1443  pd52@bctf.ca Princeton District Teachers' Union (17) Gordon Bibby  250-295-3218  250-295-7914  pd17@bctf.ca Mary Bell  250-295-3218  250-295-7914  pd17@bctf.ca Quesnel District Teachers' Association (28) Carlie Borrett  250-991-5566  250-991-5565  pd28@bctf.ca Revelstoke Teachers' Association (19) Stacey Grimm  250-837-2173  250-837-7164  pd19@bctf.ca Richmond Teachers' Association (38) Christian Matheson  604-668-6665  604-668-6569  pd38@bctf.ca Saanich Teachers' Association (63) Holly Mair  250-704-4972  250-479-9870  pd63@bctf.ca Sarah Windle  250-652-9261  250-652-2094  pd63@bctf.ca Sea to Sky Teachers' Association (48) April Lowe  604-898-3688  604-898-4706  pd48@bctf.ca SEPF (93) Alain Paquin  604-437-4849  604-437-9630  pd93@bctf.ca Linda Theriault  250-220-6010  250-220-6014  pd93@bctf.ca Monica Monus    604-214-9881  pd93@bctf.ca Sooke Teachers' Association (62) Brian Hotovy  250-474-1291  250-478-0738  pd62@bctf.ca Kristine Kosolofski  250-478-3232  250-391-9624  pd62@bctf.ca South Okanagan Similkameen Teachers' Union (53) Nicola MacNaughton  250-498-3468  250-498-0339  pd53@bctf.ca Stikine Teachers' Association (87) Alithia Gillies    250-771-4343  pd87@bctf.ca Andre Lagace    250-771-4343  pd87@bctf.ca Sunshine Coast Teachers' Association (46) Patrick McCallum  604-885-3216  604-885-7991  pd46@bctf.ca Surrey Teachers' Association (36) Anne McNamee      pd36@bctf.ca Stephen Anderson      pd36@bctf.ca Terrace District Teachers' Union (881) Karen Andrews  250-635-3115  888-456-3464  pd881@bctf.ca Upper Skeena Teachers (882) Jan Thorburn  250-842-5214  888-503-6959  pd882@bctf.ca Shirley Hobenshield  250-849-5484  888-594-2271  pd882@bctf.ca Vancouver Elementary School Teachers' Association (391) Allison Jambor      pd391@bctf.ca Patricia Gudlaugson      pd391@bctf.ca Vancouver Island North Teachers' Association (85) Sarah Soltau-Heller  250-949-6418  250-949-6485  pd85@bctf.ca Vancouver Island West Teachers' Union (84) Adam Barber    250-761-4234  pd84@bctf.ca Glyn Howell    250-934-6578  pd84@bctf.ca Vancouver Secondary Teachers' Association (392) Mary Filleul    604-713-5076  pd392@bctf.ca Vernon Teachers' Association (22) Robyn Ladner    250-545-7680  pd22@bctf.ca West Vancouver Teachers' Association (45) Rosemary Murray  604-981-1200  604-981-1201  pd45@bctf.ca Shannon Gray  604-981-1130  604-981-1131  pd45@bctf.ca Windermere Teachers' Association (4) Robyn Oliver  250-342-9213  250-342-4499  pd04@bctf.ca)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=6952,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, No. 7, May/June 2006 Ten new BCTF lesson aids 1 LA 9980 — Teacher Planbook by Schoolhouse Publications Inc., 308 p. ©2006 This 22 cm x 28 cm book contains an August to August two-page per month "Month at a Glance" section, 196 pp.—daily plans, 16 pp.—seating plan/class lists/comments, 4 pp.—timetables, 4 pp—meetings log, 8 pp—parent communication, 40 pp—record keeping, 2 pp.—resources, and 5 pp—telephone and address directory. The front and back covers are laminated and the book is 3-hole punched. $17.95. 2 LA 9509 Global Climate Change: An Interactive Activity Booklet for Kids. by Cathryn Moffett with Victoria International Development Education Association Youth Group, 17 p. ©2005. This illustrated black and white activity booklet meets the prescribed learning outcomes for Grades 3–5 for earth and space science and social studies for the environment. This workbook is a fun and hands-on way for children to learn about the causes and effects of climate change. It can be used as a compliment to the VIDEA workshop as a classroom activity, or as a take-home project. This booklet contains a wide variety of activities and information as a way of engaging different types of learners. For ages 8–10. $6.95. 3 LA 9510—Fraser River Estuary—Surrey/Delta Bird Habitats by Untamed Spirits Publishing, 34 p. ©2006. This colourful photo journal and resource book relates the hidden treasure and irreplaceable resource of Canada’s wilderness heritage. Located just south of Vancouver, BC, the Fraser River estuary plays host annually to millions of migratory birds along the Pacific Flyway. This book presents a portrait of this wildlife spectacle of birds and their habitats. Feature habitats include the Fraser River Estuary, Boundary Bay, Serpentine Fen, Elgin Heritage Park, Blackie Spit Park and Semiahmoo Peninsula Shoreline, George C. Reifel Migratory Bird Sanctuary, Brunswick Point and Ladner Marsh and Burns Bog. All ages. $6.95. 4 LA 9204—Prime Ministers of Canada by LearnSmart Publishing Co. 2 p. ©2006. Double-sided and laminated bilingual (English/French) ready-reference sheet of the 19 Prime Ministers from John Macdonald to Paul Martin. Sheet fits into a 3-hole binder. Grades 4+, $3.95 5 LA 9223—Flags of the World by LearnSmart Publishing Co. 2 p. ©2006. Double-sided, colourful and laminated bilingual (English/ French) ready-reference sheet of the flags of the world for 92 countries and four international organizations. Fits into a 3-hole binder. Grades 4+. $3.95 6 LA2576B Weaving a Country—Teacher's Guide by Wilma Maki, 34 p. ©2005. This teacher's guide for LA2576A—Weaving a Country: Stories from Canadian Immigrants, will help teachers incorporate the text material into existing social studies or language arts programs, or to develop a special unit on immigration for students in Grades 5–7. The guide was designed to expand on the ideas in the text through activities that will meet individual classroom needs. The guide provides discussion questions and activities for each of the five chapter readings and includes seven blackline masters. Grades 5–7. $15.95. LA 2576A—Weaving a Country: Stories from Canadian immigrants. $16.95 7 LA F9917—Techniques d’impact en classe Danie Beaulieu, 174 p. ©2001. Des objets simples servent à transmettre des connaissances intellectuelles et scolaires tout en nourissant les qualités humaines chez l’élève. Avec ces techniques d’impact, l’élève intègre ses nouveaux savoirs plus rapidement, plus profondément et avec plus d’intensité. M-12. $37.95 8 LA F8008—Émergence de l’écrit Andrée Gaudreau, 300 p. ©2005. Le principal objectif de cet ouvrage est de contribuer de façon significative, au moyen d‚unse intervention précoce ciblant le processus d‚émergence de l’écrit, à la prévention des difficultés d’apprentissage en lecture et en écriture. Chacune des 142 activités cible une ou des intentions pédagogiques portant sur la conscience métalinguistique (ex. conscience phonologique) ou le développement des habiletés auditives ou visuelles : attention, discrimination et mémoire de travail. M-3e $67.95 9 LA F9002—L’art de communiquer oralement : jeux et exercices d’expression orale Cathy Miyata, 174 p. ©2004. Ce livre propose diverses stratégies, techniques et activités reliées aux présentations orales. 3e-12e $39.95 10 F9912—Les cartes d’organisation d’idées : une façon efficace de structurer sa pensée Sirois Gervais, Nancy Margulies. 111 p. ©2005. Cet ouvrage illustre des techniques reliées à l’utilisation de cartes d’organisation d’idées (carte mentale et conceptuelle) en salle de classe. $39.95. More curriculum resources and information are available at www.bcalmer.ca. To order any of the above lesson aids, enclose a cheque payable to the BCTF or authorized purchase order to BCTF Lesson Aids Service 100-550 West 6th Ave., Vancouver, BC V5Z 4P2 or telephone 604-871-2180 or toll free 1-800-663-9163, Local 2180, with a Visa or Mastercard. GST and postage/handling are included in the prices. Orders are sent by return mail. Lesson Aids office and display room hours: 9:00-5:00 Mon. to Fri. from Sept. to June; 9:00-5:00 Tues. to Fri. during July and Aug.; 9:00-12:00 on Sat. during Sept., Oct., Jan., and Feb. bctf.ca/LessonAids Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=31330,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2013 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 26, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 2013   Teachers draft new curriculum  Sixty-two teachers were appointed by the BCTF to participate in Ministry of Education curriculum revision teams during the spring and summer of 2013. These teachers worked developing draft K–9 curriculum in English Language Arts, Social Studies, Science, Arts Education, Math, Health & PE, French Immersion, and French as a First Language. BCTF members also served on the Standing Committee on Provincial Curriculum that helps guide the work of the curriculum team and also presented to the ongoing Graduation Requirements Review. The outcome of this review will influence what happens with Grades 10–12 curricula. English Language Arts, Math, Science, and Social Studies were recently posted on the Ministry of Education website and we expect more drafts will be released over the coming weeks. While we see many changes, both the ministry and the BCTF (along with other education-partner groups) are committed to including Aboriginal content and understandings across the K–12 curriculum, which is reflected in the drafts. You can also find these drafts on the BCTF web page (bctf.ca). BCTF representatives continue to discuss the implementation of the new draft curriculum with Minister Fassbender and other ministry representatives. They are also raising concerns about potential changes and gaps in the newly combined Health & PE curriculum. New K–9 curriculum drafts on ministry website English Language Arts   Math Science Social Studies The Ministry states there is no definite date for curriculum implementation; it will depend on the feedback they receive from teachers. In particular, think about the implementation and what is required to make this process work. We encourage you to send your feedback to curriculum@gov.bc.ca   BCTF discussion forum The Curriculum Discussion Forum enables teachers to share and discuss information and perspectives regarding the draft curriculum in a collegial and professional manner. BCTF wiki The wiki supports teachers by providing resources and information about curriculum development. You will find curriculum drafts on the wiki too. Access to these curriculum pages at: http://bit.ly/1iMWG1J    Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7396,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 18, Number 5, March 2006   Classified advertising For information about advertising in the newsmagazine, go to bctf.ca/newsmag or contact Kathleen Smith, newsmag@bctf.ca.  TRAVEL/VACATION  SILVER STAR mountain chalets and suites. Luxurious ski in/out accommodation. Private hot tubs, fully equipped kitchens, gas F/P. Avail. year round www.alpine chaletrental.com or pmmunroe@shaw.ca TOFINO Newly renovated & furn. 2 bd. home across the road from Chesterman Beach. For information, call 250-726-5195 or look us up at www.tofinoresorts.ca QUALICUM BEACH Dandelion Cottage offers 1 bd., full kitchen, cozy & comfortable private suite. A great getaway, close to the beach in summer, skiing in winter. Very affordable. Ph: 250-752-5127 or www.geocities.com/dandelioncottageca/ SHUSWAP, Eagle Bay. Affordable summer suite respite. Sleeps 4. BBQ, moorage, beach, N/S, N/P, morningstarfarms@telus.net GABRIOLA ISLAND BC, 2 bd., private, fully equipped, starting $760/mo. or $425/wk. 250-247-9883, www.gabriola cottage.netfirms.com, boysen@shaw.ca. QUEEN CHARLOTTE ISLANDS/ HAIDA GWAII Fabulous "mothership" kayaking, wilderness adventure, unforgettable experiences. 1-888-559-8317, www.island.net/~archipel HORNBY ISLAND summer vacation, book early. Arthurs House, sleeps 5-8, $1100/wk. Arthurs Cottage sleeps 2-5, $550/wk. comfortable home, sunny location, close to beach, full kitchen, lawn, trees. davidcloud@hornbyisland.com, 250-335-0245. SAILING CHARTER, Barebones, July, 27 1/2’ CAL, fully equipped, Nanoose, Vancouver Island, $700/wk. Experience necessary. 250-752-7372. QUALICUM July rental, 2 bd. home, 1.5 acres, all amenities, fully furnished, $1000/mo. 250-752-7372. OCEANFRONT HOME. Vacation in our fully equipped Vancouver Island waterfront home. Watch the cruise ships, the Bald Eagles in the trees along the beach, or a raft of sea lions floating by. Walk on the beach and discover the sea creatures in the tide pools. Enjoy the gorgeous glass solarium taking in the breathtaking view. 4 bd., 2 bath, family room w/woodstove, roomy kitchen and a living room with gas F/P. Cable and high speed hookup. $1000/wk. or call for monthly rates. For more details: eaglesaerie0.tripod.com/ or call 760-757-4313. QUADRA ISLAND waterfront cottage, quiet, secluded, relaxing… 1-800-661-9441. NANOOSE BAY. Waterfront guest house, sleeps up to 4, panoramic views of the Georgia Strait/Gulf Islands. Rent a kayak, explore quaint Qualicum Beach shops, or the many nature trails outside our back door, or relax in one of the nearby spas. 15 min. N of Nanaimo. Also inquire about separate 4 bd., custom built, waterfront home for rent during the summer. E-mail darren&scott@telus.net or phone 250-468-2795. OKANAGAN GETAWAY! 2 bd. cottage, Kaleden (near Penticton), full kitchen. Bike trail, beach, golfing, wine tours, skiing. $110/night (winter, spring). kingcranston@telus.net, 604-939-2433. Pictures available. SHUSWAP rustic lakeview Bed & Breakfast. Single women, artists, writers, seniors, couples. Dorm/twin, queen rooms. Beaches, hiking, golfing, fishing, Salmon grounds. Open year round. Small seminars/retreats. 250-679-2715. WHISTLER Alta Lake, waterfront, 1 bd. condo, sleeps 4, 1 km to village, FP, TV/VCR/ DVD. summer/winter rates, 604-298-2070. WHISTLER GETAWAY. Pinecrest Estates, 5 bd., 1400 sq.ft. cabin, sauna, deck with BBQ, fully-equip. kitchen, DW, WD, wood stove (wood provided). Rates from $175/nt. (seasonal) glush@shaw.ca or 604-936-3346. BLACKCOMB Luxury 2 bd/loft, 3 bath, sleeps 8, ski-in, ski-out, 604-940-0156. WHISTLER Village North, 2 bd. deluxe townhome. 604-531-6847. View at www.whistlervacationhome.ca. SKI WHISTLER BLACKCOMB luxury condo sleeps 4 or 5, pool, hot tubs, ski in/out. Book early! 604-929-6589, www.at-blackcomb.com. WHISTLER Deluxe 1 bd., village, 2.5/ bed. Creekside, rates $69+, salij@shaw.ca WHISTLER CREEK townhouse for rent. View of Alta Lake. 2 bath., 3 bd., sleeps 6. 604-535-3447. WHISTLER 1 bd. condo (Whistler Creekside) sleeps 4, F/P, hot tub, swimming pool, sauna, kitchen fully equipped, u/ground parking, close to lift and stores. Call Jan or John at 604-530-0958. WHISTLER, 3 bd. chalet, sleeps 6, all amenities, $200/night. Call John 604-987-7619. WHISTLER Condo. Sleeps 4, views, close to village, all amenities. 604-943-9423. WHISTLER Spring Break March 11-19, Condo, 2 bd., sleeps 6, all amenities. Family area, 2 km to village. $225/night (min. 2 nts.), other dates $100-$150/night (min. 2 nts.) 604-988-8231, ronsargent2000@ hotmail.com. EAST COAST COTTAGES. 2 bd./ 1 bath sleeps 5 and/or 4 bd., 2 bath, sleeps 8. Great beach, centrally located in New Brunswick, 1 hr to PEI, 2 hrs to Halifax, e-mail cglass1@shaw.ca, 250-828-6280. SPRING BREAK. Palm Desert Marriott. Beautiful luxury accommodation on golf course. 18 tennis crts, world class spa, 6 pools. Condo sleeps 4, full kitchen, F/P, BBQ, internet. Owner rental. Hugh Discount. March 11—18. Also available March 18—25. Cell: 604-338-9823. KIHEI, MAUI. Large selection of fully equipped condos. Great beaches. Near shopping centre. Call Alf, 604-291-1751, F: 604-291-9773, kihei@telus.net. MAUI. Privately owned, beautiful fully furn. 2 bd., 2 bath condo across from Kamaole beaches. Great complex, Great location. 250-598-6955, F: 250-598-6965. PUERTO VALLARTA Beautiful, large, 2 bd. furn. condo, downtown, 3 blks from the Malecon (beach). Reasonable wkly rates, N/S, dbemc@hotmail.com, 604-608-4268. FRANCE. Ultimate vacations, privately owned, beautiful furn. 1 bd. central Paris. Provence lovely furn. house close to Avignon. Wkly/mthly. 604-738-1876, 604-298-3904, i_roland@hotmail.com, http://mypage.uniserve.ca/~iroland DISCOVER RURAL FRANCE on two wheels! Explore the magnificent Loire or the flavours of Burgundy as you cycle through fields of sunflowers, past historic chateaux and picturesque villages. You are guided by the unbound enthusiasm of a Francophile teacher. 10-day tours depart for the Loire: July 4 and July 13, July 27 for Burgundy. www.travellers-tale.com, e-mail: info@travellers-tale.com. Panorama Travel 1-888-703-0163, BC Reg#2683. www.greatspots.com List your recreation property for rent or find a Great Vacation Spot for yourself. Locally owned and operated, we’ve been in business since 1989 and have over 120 beautiful properties to choose from. YOGA RETREAT IN FRANCE. July 11—22, 2006. Come to France for a yoga retreat that will use yoga postures, breath, meditation and dialogue to bring a sense of lightness into your life. www.frenchfarmhouse.ca PAINTING & DRAWING IN THE AUVERGNE. July 25—August 5, 2006. Join us in the rustic French countryside to explore drawing and painting en plein air. www.frenchfarmhouse.ca FRANCE. south Languedoc small village house available for rent, www.swanshouseinfrance.com PARIS Montmartre, 1 bd. apt, quiet, metro, shops, ADULTS only, N/S. Available July1—Aug15. Minimum 2 wks. 650 euros/ wk. (approx. $950 cdn) Call 604-736-5894. BUCERIAS MEXICO. 20 min. north of Puerto Vallarta airport. Ocean front, new 2 bd., 2 bath condo. Fully furn. including Star Choice tv, infinity pool, beautiful beach with restaurants and markets nearby. View at www.colibricondominiums.com, $200/ night, weekly/monthly rates. Available March 16-28 and April onward. Contact us at gwwood-linda@hotmail.com or 011-52-329-298-1671. GRANADA, NICARAGUA. Discover this beautiful Spanish colonial city and little known country. B&B run by retired BC teacher. For information contact carolannrea@hotmail.com FOR RENT  VANCOUVER Clean, bright, quiet, centrally located condos at Robson & Bute. 1 bd. $85/single. Daily/weekly/monthly rates. 604-608-4268, dbemc@hotmail.com. VICTORIA UVic area, furnished 2 bd. plus den July/Aug. $1200/mo. 250-598-8791. WHITE ROCK fantastic ocean view from all rooms. 2 blks from beach, completely remodeled 1000 sq.ft., 2 bd. apt, very quiet area, top floor, huge balcony, fully furn. Available August 2006 for 2 yr. lease, $1300/mo., plus utilities. No kids or pets. Applicants must be over 45. Contact Richard at 604-536-3889 or e-mail at rdb333@yahoo.ca ACCOMMODATION REQUIRED Short-term, 2 bd. rental or board. Vancouver Westside for family of four from July 9 to Aug. 24 approx. Contact 604-731-0947. WANTED TO RENT English family looking for Vancouver accommodation for 1 or 2 weeks during late July—Aug. 2006. Dates flexible. Call Judith at 604-261-4951 or info@kitscottagebythesea.com MISCELLANEOUS  MASTER OF EDUCATION (Special Education) by coursework offered by Flinders University in S. Australia is recognized by the B.C. Teacher Qualification Service. The degree is available entirely in distance mode. Applications are invited now for commencement of study in 2006. More information at: http://ehlt.flinders. edu.au/northamerica or from the program co-ordinator, Bernice.Burnip@flinders. edu.au USE YOUR MOUSE to find your house! www.carollivingstone. com, Victoria, Sooke or Sidney. Thinking of buying or selling, click on Victoria’s top real estate web site, free reports and MLS listings with full addresses. Call Carol and discover how to save with her teacher’s discount. Carol Livingstone, B.Ed. Re/Max Camosun, carol@carolliving stone.com, toll free 1-800-663-2121 or 250-744-3301. FIND A TUTOR web site. Designed for tutors looking for clients and parents/ students looking for tutors. Free 2 month trial for tutors wishing to advertise. www.findAtutor.ca MAKE A DIFFERENCE in your students’ lives, www.howtomakea difference.com RETIRING? Undecided about your Joint Life option? Order Choosing the Right Options, a straightforward guide/workbook for selecting the best option for your situation—$15. Interactive Excel CD version— $30. Mail: Ken Smith, 5120 Ewart St., Burnaby, BC V5J 2W2 or BCTF Lesson Aids. BAFA-BAFA game for sale. Perfect condition, never used. $200 firm. 250-692-9179. FOR SALE—OSOYOOS New waterfront townhouse, 1200 sq.ft., 2 bd., 2 bath, rancher. Rec centre, pool, hot tub, lots of upgrades, $375,000 incl. gst. 604-943-6682. TEACHER EXCHANGE. Hobart, Tasmania. I am seeking a 1-year teacher exchange to Vancouver for 2007. I teach English, History, and French at Newtown High (boys), an excellent school. Would you like to spend a year in a beautiful city? kate.black@education.tas.gov.au CANADIAN TEACHERS OVERSEAS, building bridges through education and travel. Contact: Carol Baird-Krul at 250-247-0077, cbairdkrul@shaw.ca. Experienced overseas educator, proven placement advisor. EXAM PREP SERVICE for university students, www.prep101.com, seeks dynamic lecturers in Biology, Chemistry, Economics, Math, and Physics in Vancouver. Positions are part-time on weekends and remuneration is excellent. Interested? E-mail resume to andy@prep101.com or phone 778-786-3263 for more info. TEACHER EXCHANGE. Toronto Grade 1 teacher wants exchange with teacher in Prince George for next year. Downtown arts/cafe district, school emphasizes art with much parent support. I have a 1 bd. condo in downtown, new building, close to lake and transit, concierge service, gym, pool, and whirlpool. Would like an area in Prince George serviced by transit. Contact: cherylp02@hotmail.com. RESOURCES  RESOURCES. Enhance your Kindergarten, ESL, FIrst Grade, Speech classes with Annie Ape: The Magic Bullet to Literacy and Alphasongs. Information at www. kindergarten-tips-and-skill-lessons.com, 604-850-6748, dewdneydragon@shaw.ca FOUR WORKSHOPS for your classroom and pro-d days. Author and speaker, Julie Ferguson, harmonizes brain- and evidence-based research with professional writing tips to revitalize students’ writing. Visit www.beaconlit.com/Teacher workshops.htm, then call 604-469-1319 or e-mail info@beaconlit.com to book Julie for your next event. EXPERIENCE NATURE’S WONDER Burns Bog. Contact Burns Bog Conservation Society for resources, tours 604-572-0373, 1-888-850-6264. TEACHER’S GUIDE to Miracle at Willowcreek $19.95, Novel $9.95. Order from Burns Bog Conservation Society, 4-7953 120th Street, Delta, BC V4C 6P6, phone 604-572-0373 or 1-888-850-6264. BRAIN COACH: STUCK KIDS? Unmotivated classes? Does your school or district need a boost? LA teacher, 30 yrs. experience, brain gym coach, brain-based learning facilitator presents useful, practical, meaningful pro-d for new and veteran teachers. Magical Brain presentations in over 25 BC districts plus numerous conferences over last 8 yrs. Find out how the brain learns best. www.braincoach.ca. TEACHING WEATHER? Finally! A cohesive, comprehensive package of well-planned lessons and resources for teaching the foundations of weather science. Designed for BC’s new science curriculum! "Destination Discovery: The Weather Zone" www.discoverysciencelearning.com CANADA: A PEOPLE’S HISTORY viewing guides to assist students using this video series. Download sample materials at www.bcguidebooks.ca. CIVICS 11 reading guides for students using the texts Canadian by Conviction and Civics: Participating in a Democratic Society. Download sample materials at www.bcguidebooks.ca. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9370&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 19, Number 2, October 2006 The word on the street is: Thanks BCTF! Hundreds of people came by the BCTF booth at Vancouver’s 12th annual national book and magazine festival, Word on the Street (WOTS). More than 500 booths, exhibitors, presentations, and displays circled the Vancouver Public Library inside and out. The day bustled with families, kids, and adults of all ages under a warm September sun. The BCTF was present with a booth celebrating teaching and learning. Many brochures, literature, buttons, and other items were available free for anyone who stopped by. Vancouver Canucks mascot Fin was on hand as the event had a hockey theme this year. Fin dropped by and proudly wore a Friend of Public Education button for the duration of the event. As part of the WOTS treasure hunt, the BCTF gave away a small book and a coupon for Vancouver Kids Books, who partnered with us for the treasure hunt. Many families who stopped by to collect their gift thanked teachers for the incredible job they do. They recognized the many hours spent preparing lessons and the energy required teaching every day while building important relationships with students. One visitor emphatically stated, "They don’t pay teachers enough for the important job they do!" Others commented that they couldn’t do the job—it is too demanding. Several Washington State teachers stopped by and remembered the support BC teachers showed the Marysville teachers’ strike several years ago. That strike was long and bitter but spirits brightened when the BCTF table officers showed up in solidarity and donated $10,000 to their strike fund on behalf of BC’s teachers. That support was reciprocated last October when Washington State teachers walked the picket line in solidarity with our members. One Washington teacher remarked, "I’d love to live and work up here. You guys are so great and it’s so beautiful." Teachers who stopped by stocked up on materials such as buttons, calendars, and bookmarks. "It’s great to see us represented here," several teachers commented. Also flying off the table were the small sized Charter for Public Education posters, a perfect size for every classroom, library, and staffroom wall. Many teachers who stopped to chat had questions about the collective agreement bonus and Bill 33. Several student volunteers, dressed in the red WOTS t-shirts came by to pick up the ubiquitous Friend of Public Education buttons. Their teachers encouraged them to participate in the event and the students were glad they’d taken the advice. "Our teachers are so awesome! They really encourage us to try different things like getting involved in the community." One of the most heart-warming conversations took place with two young women who approached the booth. They had just graduated from their teacher education program and were starting out as teachers on call. They were friendly, bright, and intelligent but what they wanted to talk about the most was the unionism and collective strength of the BC Teachers’ Federation. "Thank goodness the BCTF exists to look after teachers," they said. "You guys did an amazing job last October. Who else would look out for us?" In their view, the BCTF makes a huge difference in the working and learning conditions of teachers and students. They were proud to be part of the union and ready to get involved. So a day organized to publicly mark the importance of reading, writing, and publishing was also a day where many took the time to acknowledge teaching, learning, and unionism, and say Thanks BCTF! Word on the Street is a national event held in five cities across Canada. Go to www.wordonthestreet.ca to learn more.)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media last tweet "" @ - 12:00am Follow @ last post "" facebook/ - Jan 1st Like Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "October is #FosterFamilyMonth. Thank you #BC for opening your homes and hearts to more than 5,900 children and youth." @John_Yap - 11:14pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Foster parents are ordinary people engaged in extraordinary acts of kindness. Join the team! http://t.co/6jUkcsOp6V" @Teresa_Wat - 04:31pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=19538&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 1, September 2009  The law of unintended consequences By Lucinda Tooker According to the “law of unintended consequences,” any purposeful action will invariably include at least one unforeseen side effect. The unintended side effect can potentially be more significant than any of the intended effects. (Wikipedia, 2009) We have all heard the joke about the student who brings an elaborate project to school. When his friends ask what he is carrying, he replies, “It’s a B+.” We laugh, with a shake of our heads, knowing that this is not far from the reality in our schools today. I think this is a result of the so-called standards movement, manifested in BC with standardized tests of achievement and a proliferation of provincial final exams, as well as district achievement contracts. It’s not about learning, it’s about “achievement”. A certain amount of tension exists in our education system, where “standards,” which harken back to the efficiency movement of the 1920s, are laid upon an education system that struggles to value the individual learner. The tension between educating the child and proving the education system is meeting externally set standards is visible in several arenas. Despite the influence of the standards movement, the development of each IRP is still guided by the following principles of learning: Learning requires the active participation of the student. People learn in a variety of ways and at different rates. Learning is both an individual and a group process. Yet students are still expected to demonstrate their learning at predetermined intervals, provincial exams, or FSA tests, irrespective of where they are in their learning. Furthermore, there exist many lofty vision statements in schools and school districts across the province that value individual learners. Yet these principles are undermined by evaluation practices imposed by the ministry, school boards, and even by school departments. By emphasizing measured outcomes rather than learning experiences, the unintended consequences are a narrowing of curricula, an appreciation of only extrinsic reward, and a lack of deep engagement with subject matter. Hence, the pride of the student in the joke with the mark he anticipates, rather than the project and his learning. According to Elliot Eisner, this situation will not change until the education system itself undertakes a “program of education” for the public, including “...a deep understanding of the meanings of education and the issues that need to be considered in defining outcomes and assessing the quality of educational practice.” It’s time to change the conversation about “what counts” in our schools. Lucinda Tooker is a teacher-librarian, Kanaka Creek Elementary School, Maple Ridge.)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=21688,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > October 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 23, Number 2, October 2010     The ministry’s 21st century obsession  By Emily O’Neill   Since the throne speech in February promised significant changes to the BC education system, education news in BC has been peppered with hints to the potential direction for education reform in the province. There have been mentions from the Ministry of Education of “a 21st century learning agenda,” “personalized learning,” “hands-on programs” in secondary schools, and a shift in the role of the teacher from director to “facilitator.” As the year has progressed, we have been able to draw from various sources, to flesh out the picture. On September 17, Rod Allen, superintendent of student achievement for the Ministry of Education, gave a presentation to the BCTF Executive Committee about these new directions. Allen outlined the ministry’s vision for the future of education in BC—personalized learning and greater choice for students, increased student engagement, moving beyond teaching factoids to students who come to class “with Google in their pockets,” to teaching a greater understanding of how things relate, and “teacher-facilitated” rather than “teacher-instructed” learning. Allen acknowledged that these models already exist in some parts of the province; the question is simply how to propagate these ideas. One slide in Allen’s presentation laid out a number of “21st Century Foundational Skills.” In addition to reading, writing, and numeracy, which the ministry still considers as important as ever, these skills include what some have been calling the Seven Cs: Critical thinking and problem solving Creativity and innovation Collaboration, teamwork, and leadership Cross-cultural understanding Communications, computing and ICT literacy Career and learning self-reliance Caring for personal health and planet earth. While much of the provincial discussion around these ideas has been very short on details, 21st century learning initiatives from other provinces and other parts of the world have been referenced by the ministry, and it is worth taking a look at some of these in an attempt to understand what might be coming down the pike in British Columbia. Back in June, Vancouver Sun reporter and blogger Janet Steffenhagen pointed out a connection between the UK-based 21st Century Learning Initiative and the BC Ministry of Education. She reported in a blog post that John Abbott, president of the 21st Century Learning Initiative, met with Ministry of Education representatives at St. Anne’s Academy in Victoria in March. The initiative’s summary of the event states that the meetings were intended “to show how the ideas developed with the initiative relate directly to the plans that British Columbia might be making for its future education policy.” Abbott’s presentation, which can be downloaded from the initiative’s website, drew heavily on his 2010 book, Overschooled but Undereducated.  In both the book and the presentation, Abbott argues for a new view of adolescence. “In countless instances over the generations,” he writes in his book, “it has been adolescent muscle linked with a determination to break any limitations that others may put in their way that have pushed forward the boundaries of civilization.” If teenagers cause trouble, he argues, it is only because they have lost their purpose in a modern world that insists on sequestering them in schools and stripping them of the opportunity to use their energy to learn by doing. Other major concerns outlined in Abbott’s Overschooled but Undereducated are the weakening of civil society, the rise of specialization in both school and work at the cost of the ability to see the big picture, and the negative ramifications of our switch to a service economy, in which “satisfaction in a job well done has been replaced by the motivation to earn more money.” He also takes aim at the accountability culture, asking if, “In their efforts to improve their examination results, have schools been forced into so over-teaching their pupils (so as to get the grades...to get the jobs...to get the good salary) that the pupils rarely learn how to work things out for themselves?” In order to harness the energy and potential of the adolescent brain, Abbott and the initiative are pushing for some major education reforms. In April of this year, the initiative put together a document specifically for British Columbia, called Schools in the Future: What has to change and why, which also draws heavily on the themes in Overschooled but Undereducated. Elements of change required are summarized at the end of the paper, and include: Individualized learning paths versus preprogrammed paths from which students choose their course of study. A much greater emphasis on experimental and situational learning, especially as students get older. The evolution of the teacher from the role of instructor when children are young, to a much more complex and professional role of learning facilitator as children get older. Rich assessment and reporting based on competencies rather than courses or disciplines, and that uses language and artifacts rather than scores to show achievement. A sliding scale of student dependency on teacher and school-as-place that decreases with age, so allowing growth in student choice and responsibility. The influences of John Abbott and the 21st Century Learning Initiative on Margaret MacDiarmid and the Ministry of Education—with their calls for increased student engagement through personalized, hands-on learning, guided rather than dictated, by teachers—are clearly evident. In addition to John Abbott, the province seems to be following the lead of Alberta and New Brunswick; in a back-to-school teleconference with reporters on August 31, 2010, Margaret MacDiarmid pointed to both as models for education in British Columbia. Both provinces are looking to remake their education systems in order to prepare their students to compete and thrive in 21st century society. In June, the government of Alberta published a discussion paper titled, “Inspiring Action on Education,” which came out of the government’s Inspiring Education initiative, and which lays out a vision for the transformation of the education system in Alberta. The crux of the matter seems to lie in the following statement: “Governments, business leaders, researchers and communities in Alberta, Canada, and around the world, investigating the requirements of 21st century learners, have identified the need for competencies to be more central in the education of young people if they are to be active participants in an increasingly knowledge-based and globalized society.” New Brunswick is moving down the same road. Their Department of Education’s “NB3-21C: Creating a 21st Century Learning Model of Public Education,” is the foundational document for that province’s 21st century learning initiatives. Like Alberta, the government of New Brunswick makes a direct connection between global societal change “in the age of knowledge and innovation” and the importance of learning as the “major socio-economic driver of the 21st century.” In order to keep pace and compete in “emerging knowledge- and innovation-based economic sectors,” the province must overhaul its educational system. Both documents list competencies which, in addition to literacy and numeracy, are all components of a 21st century education. The seven Alberta competencies and five New Brunswick competencies are essentially the same as the BC Ministry of Education’s Seven Cs. Both provinces also emphasize personalized learning, student-centred education, and teachers as facilitators. Interestingly, much of the language surrounding these 21st century learning plans is not new to BC. Most recently, the Ministry of Education’s Year 2000 Program, which emerged from the recommendations of the Sullivan Royal Commission on Education in the late 1980s, called for major education reforms in British Columbia. Parts of the 1990 ministry paper, “Year 2000: A Framework for Learning,” sound as though they could have been written today. According to the ministry in 1990, major social and economic changes in BC were placing new demands and expectations on schools: “These changes include an explosion in knowledge, coupled with powerful new communication and information processing technologies. The structure of the economy is shifting from being primarily resource-based to becoming a mixed economy with increasing emphasis on the information and service sectors. Society itself is changing and becoming much more diverse.” The new competencies required for BC students are elucidated in another paragraph from the Year 2000 paper, which sounds remarkably like the 21st century learning language that is floating around today: “In view of the new social and economic realities, all students, regardless of their immediate plans following school, will need to develop a flexibility and versatility undreamed of by previous generations. Increasingly, they will need to be able to employ critical and creative thinking skills to solve problems and make decisions, to be technologically literate as well as literate in the traditional sense, and to be good communicators. Equally, they will need to have well developed interpersonal skills and be able to work co-operatively with others. Finally, they will need to be lifelong learners.” The only surviving component of the Year 2000 plan is the Primary Program, which covers students in BC from Kindergarten to Grade 3. The Intermediate and Graduate Programs were ultimately scrapped, but the principles behind the entire Year 2000 Program appear to linger in the proposals of the Ministry of Education. The ministry’s major reform effort was unsuccessful 20 years ago; whether or not a different outcome awaits the 21st century learning plans remains to be seen. While the idealism of the ministry’s 21st century learning proposals is certainly admirable, it is still unclear how all of these laudable goals will be achieved in today’s economic and political climate. There is a disconnect between the vision that the ministry is putting forward and what is actually happening on the ground—where pervasive underfunding, fewer electives, larger classes, a lack of teacher autonomy, the constrictions of the accountability agenda, and the realities of child poverty all would seem to conspire to hamstring the ministry’s proposals. Unless fundamental, systemic changes are made, do the ministry’s reform plans stand a chance? You can expect to hear a great deal more about this in the coming months as the ministry fills in the details. For more information, see the BCTF Information Services Research & Reports blog at bctf.ca/blogs/research.aspx.  Emily O’Neill, BCTF Information Services Department.   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=33063,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2014 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 26, Number 6, May/June 2014     World music program proves to be a lifesaver  By Susan Croll   “Nothing bad ever comes out of these programs. Why would anyone want to cut any arts programs in schools?’’ said Theo Vincent, drummer, and member of The Boom Booms, an ever-growing popular percussion group in Vancouver. Theo knows about the positive impact arts education can have on a young person. He joined the World Music program started by Valerie Dare, a teacher-librarian, at Britannia Secondary School in East Vancouver when he was just 12 years old. “Valerie Dare and the World Music Program changed my life. It affected me 100% and gave me focus and direction.” Theo explained that he has loved drumming ever since he can remember. The World Music Program and Theo proved to be a perfect match. He attended the after-school program once or twice a week, and because of the great drummers who were guest teachers, learned from some of the best. Theo believes Dare’s ongoing encouragement meant that he stayed in the program throughout his high school years. He even began tutoring younger kids when he was in Grade 10 and continued to do so until a couple of years ago. “I benefited from the program in more than one way. I learned how to teach music to kids and having a job as a high school student was important. We didn’t have a ton of money, so having a job was pretty good, especially considering it was something that I love to do. ” Britannia Secondary is a unique school as it is one of the few true community schools that exist in BC. The Britannia site includes an elementary and secondary school, a shared school and public library, a community centre, a recreation centre, a seniors’ centre, and other critical programs that serve its diverse community. Part of the reason why the World Music program is so successful is due to community partnerships. During the summer of 2000, the Vancouver Music Folk Festival and the Roundhouse Community Centre partnered to organize a two-week summer camp for World Music participants. Theo was part of that camp and the experience for him and the other participants was pivotal. Jabulani, a marimba and African percussion group formed after the summer camp and they even travelled to Cuba. Theo was 16 years old when he went on that trip and he remembers it fondly. “Learning from these musicians was amazing. I was so lucky to be part of it.”  Theo graduated from Templeton Secondary School and continued to tutor and to participate in the World Music program. He says that if it wasn’t for the World Music Program he may not have finished school. “Honestly, I found much of school boring. Music is what kept me going. I don’t know what would have happened without music.” Six years ago, Theo heard that a new group in Vancouver needed a perscussionist so he auditioned and the rest is history. The Boom Booms, while based in East Vancouver, travel far and wide. They played privately for Queen Elizabeth at Balmoral Castle in Scotland. They embarked on a self-funded busking tour of Europe, have played in Cuba, in Hawaii, and throughout the US. They even played during intermission at the Canada-US men’s gold hockey game at the Winter Olympics in Vancouver in 2010. They’ve headlined for both the Vancouver Folk Music Festival and the Vancouver Jazz Festival. Theo’s most memorable trips are to countries where drumming is the heartbeat of the nation. He says that their trip to Brazil was beyond words. They even made an online music and travel documentary of their trip. Theo describes walking into walls of drummers. “There were 50 drummers in a group; the sound and the energy was incredible.” The Boom Booms are a musical group with a social conscience. “Part of what we try to do is become aware of what’s going on while on our trips. We went to Bel Monte in Brazil, where the government is trying to build a dam. The indigenous people who live where the proposed dam is to be built are very unhappy. They believe the dam will destroy the river and the surrounding land. The dam doesn’t make sense. I think it is a money grab.” The Boom Booms travelled to Haiti after the earthquake. “I did not think I would ever see such deep poverty as I saw in the favelas in Brazil. Haiti was even worse. You cannot imagine it until you see it. Tens of thousands of people living in less than shacks.” The group also give back to their own community. For the past few years, they have organized their famous block parties in East Vancouver and have donated thousands of dollars to local organizations like the Environmental Youth Alliance, CLICK (Contributing to Lives of Inner City Youth), and The Music Tree. Because of its great success, this year’s block party will be held at Strathcona Park in East Van instead of the usual street venue. “I don’t know what I’d be doing if it wasn’t for my teacher, Valerie Dare and the World Music Program. I might be doing construction, but I know I wouldn’t be as happy as I am. Doesn’t this govern­ment know that arts programs save kids lives? We’re worth it, you know.” Check out the The Boom Booms’ website at http://theboombooms.com  Susan Croll, Editor, Teacher newsmagazine   Visit the BC Music Educators’ Association website: http://bctf.ca/bcmea    Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13548&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 20, Number 1, September 2007 Yours for the asking Food force Food Force is an educational video game about the problem of global hunger and the importance of humanitarian aid work. Presented by the United Nations World Food Program (WFP) in 2005, it has enjoyed international success and is now available in 10 languages, including French. The game is divided into six minigames or "missions," each representing a step in the process of delivering and using food aid. The missions range from flying a helicopter to assembling nutritious emergency rations on a budget, to using food aid in order to rebuild a community in the long term. Its a game to be used in the computer lab where everyone can have a goand preferably with headphones. Food Force is a so-called serious gamea video game with a purpose that goes beyond entertainment. However, its still fun, action-packed, and varied as its international popularity testifies. Food Force is a free Internet download from the web site www.food-force.com. Its available both for Mac and PC, but its a big file (about 200MB), so only attempt download with a non-dial-up connection. If you cannot download, send an e-mail to silke.buhr@wfp.org; please bear in mind that WFP is a humanitarian aid organization and can only send out limited complimentary copies. Bulk orders (minimum 50 CD Roms) can be purchased at www.fighthunger.org/en/store/14. The web site also features a teachers section with lesson plans on hunger, the so-called "Feeding Minds, Fighting Hunger" partnership. The colourful teaching materials all about hunger can be downloaded as PDF files for different learning levels. Learning resources for sustainable communities Visit www.resources4rethinking.ca and discover tools for active, relevant, and interdisciplinary teaching and learning. This web site is a new online database where educators and the general public can search for the highest quality, peer-reviewed, curriculum-aligned teaching resources on issues related to the development of an environmentally, socially, and economically sustainable society. In the past 10 years alone, non-profit organizations, government agencies and departments, business leaders, and teachers associations have created thousands of resources to help teachers integrate sustainability education into their classrooms. The web site allows teachers to search by sustainability issue or keyword, subject and grade, or language (English/French). Send us your favourite resources for review and possible posting on the web site. For more information, contact Natalie Gibb, ngibb@lsf-lst.ca or call toll-free 1-877-250-8202. Disponible en français | www.resources4rethinking.ca/fr/home. Reading adventure series The Joe Rock and Friends reading adventures series is a collection of interactive books created by a team of Okanagan teachers. Aimed at emerging readers, ages three to nine, this supplementary literacy resource currently has nine titles, each available in English, French, or Spanish. An "Our Choice 2007" selection from the Canadian Childrens Book Centre, the series includes outstanding 3D graphics, original music, and unique technology features. Readers can select one of three reading levels for each story and choose to read silently or to have a page or the whole story read to them by professional readers. The read-to-me mode highlights words as they are read; a mouse-over of any word pronounces it. Language learners can also choose instant translation mode to toggle between any two languages and click on any word for a pop-up translation. Combined with a video projector, the stories can also be used as a digital "big book" for modeled reading. A bonus DVD is included with each CD. Each set retails for $24.99. Activity books and print books are also available. The team is also using their distinctive technology capabilities to assist First Nations groups in the preservation of indigenous languages. Incorporating original native artwork, traditional stories are being re-created as interactive books. Language learners can toggle between languages or mouse over any word to hear it repeated. The graphic look of these CD-ROMs has been designed to enhance original story illustrations for a seamless integration of culture and technology. To date, projects have been completed in Dogrib and a related dialect. The "Joe Rock" team will be at Word on the Street, Sunday, September 30, 2007, in Vancouver. A 20% discount will be available at Word on the Street for all "Joe Rock" purchases made by BCTF members. Visit the web site to read the reviews: www.joerockstories.com. Contact Christine Petkau, BoggleNoggin Media, 250-404-4272. Vancouver Holocaust Education Centre This fall, the VHEC is announcing a new exhibit, school program, and teachers guide that link the Holocaust to contemporary social justice issues and BCs social studies curriculum. Nuremberg: Justice in the Aftermath of the Holocaust explores the history and present-day implications of the Nuremberg trials, at which prominent Nazi leaders were tried for their roles in the murder of millions of people during the Holocaust. The exhibit investigates the role of the Holocaust in shaping contemporary concepts of genocide and international justice, from its precedent-setting impact on International Tribunals in the former Yugoslavia and Rwanda, to its effect on human-rights law today. Visiting schools will participate in Judgement on Nuremberg: A Student Mock Trial of Julius Streicher, a program developed by the VHEC for senior secondary students. The Nuremberg exhibit will serve as a backdrop to invoke the courtroom atmosphere of the Nuremberg tribunals. This will set the stage for the student mock trial of Julius Streicher, the editor and owner of Der Stürmer, a virulently anti-Semitic Nazi newspaper. Students will use primary source documents, speeches, and photographs to consider whether Streicher, who through his writings and speeches incited others to persecute Jews, would be found guilty today. A comprehensive teachers guide for the mock trail will be available for download from www.vhec.org. Sponsored by The Law Foundation of BC. Program dates: October 15, 2007 through to Spring 2008. For info and school bookings contact 604-264-0499, info@vhec.org, or visit www.vhec.org.)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/WorkArea/linkit.aspx?LinkIdentifier=id&ItemID=16462,Object moved Object moved to here.)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=20628,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > March 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 5, March 2010  On to Ottawa trek By Dan Blake Familiar with the time-worn cliché about history repeating itself? The year 2010 marks the 75th anniversary of the “On To Ottawa Trek,” and the parallels between then and now are striking. You may have seen the iconic image of the trek where hundreds of unemployed men jumped aboard the train boxcars at the foot of Main Street in Vancouver and headed east to confront the Conservative Government of “Iron Heel” Bennett. Starting with 1,500 in Vancouver on June 3 and joined along the route by more unemployed, 2,000 trekkers reached Regina two weeks later. A delegation, elected by the trekkers and led by Slim Evans, went on to Ottawa to present their demand for “work and wages” to the Prime Minister. Bennett had no intention of negotiating and the meeting degenerated into a heated exchange between Evans and Bennett. The delegation returned to Regina. Shortly afterward the trekkers were brutally attacked by the Regina police and a riot ensued. One of the trekkers, Ronald Liversedge, has written a very moving account of the trek that can be found in the excellent teaching resource, Youth, Unions, and You. Every secondary school received a copy of the resource when it was produced several years ago. An online version is available on the BCTF website (bctf.ca/TeachingResources.aspx?id=18848). The section on the trek in Youth, Unions, and You, is intended for Grade 11 Social Studies, but the topic and the material also offer opportunities for work in other curriculum areas. In addition to Youth, Unions, and You, there is an extensive collection of resources available for downloading on the website of the On To Ottawa Historical Society—www.ontoottawa.ca/index1.html. Among the resources is a video, aptly titled, On to Ottawa, that was produced to recognize the 50th anniversary of the trek. In the video you will hear first-hand accounts by trekkers Bobby Jackson and Ray Wainwright, who were still alive at the time. Jean Evans Sheils, daughter of Slim Evans, also provides fascinating anecdotes about her father. An earlier film produced by the BCTF, For 20 Cents a Day will also be available for downloading from that site. It is hoped that teachers will use this unique opportunity to make connections between the events of the “Dirty 30s” and the present economic situation. The On to Ottawa Historical Society welcomes samples of student work about the 1935 trek. The society is planning a number of activities in recognition of the 75th anniversary. There will be a rally in Crab Park from 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. on Sunday, June 6. Crab Park is adjacent to the spot where the trekkers began their historic train ride. It is also hoped to have a plaque mounted in an appropriate location in the park. Event details are still not finalized so it is recommended that you check the On to Ottawa website closer to June 6. The Impact on Communities Coalition is taking its cue from the 1935 trek and organizing its own trek to Ottawa to draw attention to the plight of the homeless in Vancouver. The group has organized a “rolling hunger strike” that began last December and is scheduled to end when the trek gets to Ottawa. The new trekkers will be getting a resounding send-off from those attending the 75th anniversary celebrations in Crab Park. Dan Blake, a retired Surrey teacher, is a board member of the On To Ottawa Historical Society. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8036,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 6, April 2005 Cradle-to-grave marketing by Dan Blake f you notice the one-year-old craning its neck when the volume rises during the commercial break, don’t be shocked. Baby Jane really does recognize the sound of the Pepsi ad. Advertising agencies and marketers know that, and that may explain why we have an infant commercial web site. Pepsi has licensed its logo to appear on baby formula packaging. It really is cradle-to-grave marketing. So said Julie Schor, professor of sociology at Boston College, to participants at the second Public Education Not for Sale Conference in Vancouver February 19, 2005. The ad business is constantly re-inventing itself. People tire of the repetition of TV advertising, even if it is funny and engaging. Schor’s talk was a fascinating tour of latest trends. Take viral marketing, for example. Individuals are recruited by a marketing company to use a particular product with friends and family in such a way as to encourage discussion about the product. Typically, they don’t reveal what their purpose is. There is no formal pitch. The situation is meant to appear as normal as possible. You may wonder how a few people using a product can affect sales. What most people don’t realize is that the company has several hundred people similarly engaged. The marketing agencies that engage in viral marketing are very careful about whom they recruit. Recruits are typically young and outgoing. For teen products, the marketers recruit the cool kids. Agencies employ individuals as "cool hunters," whose job is to recruit the cool kids. The cool teens drink the latest pop, wear the latest fashions, and so on. If you think it sounds bizarre, you’re probably right. But the viral marketers and their clients don’t care; they know that the strategy works, and that’s where their interest begins and ends. To learn more about the latest trends in advertising and how you can help your students understand and combat the daily barrage of advertising, consider signing up for the media literacy institute: Media Literacy: A Five Day Summer Institute, August 15–19, 2005, at the BCTF Building. Presenters include John Pungente, co-author of Media Literacy: A Resource Guide, Meet the Media, and More than Meets the Eye, and Carolyn Wilson, co-author of Mass Media and Popular Culture. For more information and registration, contact Dan Blake, 604-301-1247, deblaca@telus.net. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=15934&printPage=true,BCTF News Releases  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2008 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE May 31, 2008 Teachers pull out all stops to oppose limits on free speech Teachers attending the spring provincial Representative Assembly of the BCTF unanimously endorsed executive recommendations that would see teachers working with other community groups and unions to undertake whatever legal and political actions necessary to restore the right of free speech limited in Bill 42. “We will oppose this bill in whatever way we can,” says Irene Lanzinger. ”Teachers are going to be as effective in the upcoming election campaign as we have been in the past and nothing is going to stop us.” The Gordon Campbell government introduced two pieces of legislation in an attempt to stifle free speech for an unprecedented full three months before the provincial elections and to put a damper on community organizing between local government elections. Yet the legislation does not limit contributions to political parties or limit self-congratulatory government advertising, which can be expected to increase considerably as the province heads towards an election. Bill 42, the Election Amendment Act, also disenfranchises the homeless, who have greatly increased in numbers since 2001, by introducing new proof of residence requirements. This legislation has met with opposition from a very broad range of groups and organizations, including CanWest Global media, the Trial Lawyers Association, the BC Civil Liberties Association, the BC Federation of Labour, political commentators, public sector unions, and the Independent Business and Contractors Association. In fact, Gordon Campbell himself was a very vocal opponent of this type of “gag” legislation when he was in Opposition. Lanzinger wonders what Gordon Campbell’s government is afraid of.  She added, “We all benefit from full, democratic participation and active engagement as citizens in the issues that matter to us.” Teacher representatives at the meeting also committed to engage members in discussions on Bill 42 and its limitations on free speech and to organize public events that demonstrate the negative impact of this legislation on free speech. -  30  - For more information, contact Kathleen MacKinnon, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell).)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/BargainingAndContracts.aspx?id=31921,BCTF > Supreme court ruling on Bills 28 and 22 > In the media  	Bargaining and contracts  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers Aboriginal Education  Bargaining & Collective Agreements  Français  Health & Safety  New Teachers  Opportunities for Members  Pensions Professional Development  Professional Rights & Responsibility  Provincial Specialist Associations  Salary & Benefits  Teachers Teaching On Call  Teaching Resources  For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Bargaining and Collective Agreements > BC Supreme Court Ruling on Bills 28 and 22 In the Media “Supreme Court ruling a major blow to teacher negotiations,” Justine Hunter, Globe and Mail, Jan. 27 “Ten years to same result,” Bob Groeneveld, Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Times, Jan. 27 “Government conned parents and kids,” Les Leyne, Times Colonist, Jan. 28 “Opinion: A generation of B.C. children shortchanged; Court ruling offers hope that classroom conditions will improve,” Jim Iker, Vancouver Sun, Jan. 28 “Fallout from BCTF ruling is staggering,” Les Leyne, Times Colonist, Jan. 29 “Why Clark refuses to hear what Supreme Court tells her (twice),” Crawford Kilian, The Tyee, Jan. 29 “The true nature of a government,” Campbell River Courier-Islander, Jan. 29 “History lesson,” Neil Godbout, Prince George Citizen, Jan. 29 “On education, it’s time B.C. Liberals stepped back from brink,” Vaughn Palmer, Vancouver Sun, Jan. 29 “Editorial: Provoking strike was shameful,” Times Colonist, Jan. 30 “A stinging rebuke for the government,” Reg Volk, The Daily Courier (Vernon), Jan. 30 “Editorial: Start listening to the courts,” Victoria News, Jan. 30 “B.C. teachers’ court win is condemnation of Liberal government,” Susan Lambert, HuffPost British Columbia, Jan. 30 “Editorial: Failing grade,” North Shore News, Jan. 31 “Invest in future,” Maple Ridge News, Jan. 31 “Government must commit to fair negotiation,” Geoff Johnson, Times Colonist, Feb. 2 “Approaching bargaining table with dirty hands; Surely it’s time for the B.C. Liberals to try new approach with teachers, independently price an out-of-court settlement,” Vaughn Palmer, Vancouver Sun, Feb. 3 “Teachers have advantage in negotiations,” Les Leyne, Times Colonist, Feb. 4 “B.C. Liberals’ war on unions may create a new tax,” Keith Baldrey, Surrey Now, Feb. 4  "Enough, BC Libs! Quit making up the school rules," Crawford Kilian, The Tyee, Feb. 5 "Government documents hidden from plain view; Court ban on manoeuvrings that led to damning decision in BCTF case has effect of protecting Liberals," Vaughn Palmer, Vancouver Sun, Feb. 5 "Thrown under the bus," Diana French, Williams Lake Tribune, Feb. 5 "Cost of ruling keeps rising," Bob Groeneveld, Langley Advance, Feb. 5 "Improve student education," Ken Alexander, 100 Mile House Free Press, Feb. 5 "Editorial: Teaching students like it's 2002 again," Greg Amos, Invermere Valley Echo, Feb. 5 "What cost labour peace?" North Island Gazette, Feb. 6 "Liberals' fight is all about ideology, not taxpayer dollars," Patrik Parkes, Burnaby Now, Feb. 6 "B.C. Liberals move to stop release of BCTF-related cabinet documents," Andrea Woo, The Globe and Mail, Feb. 7 "Opinion: Grounds for B.C. government's appeal of Supreme Court ruling for BCTF appear weak," Joel Bakan, Vancouver Sun, Feb. 11 "Christy Clark's profession of innocence cast into doubt; Government negotiator admits Liberals tried to pressure teachers into strike," Vaughn Palmer, Vancouver Sun, Feb. 12 "Snippets of testimony in teacher case are bad for Liberals," Les Leyne, Times Colonist, Feb. 12 "Clark facing crisis after NDP revelations about talks with teachers," Gary Mason, Globe and Mail, Feb. 12 "Pointless appeal means B.C. school system will continue to lack proper funding," Laila Yuile, 24 hrs, Feb. 16 "Government has no choice but to buck up," Ted Murphy, Delta Optimist, Feb. 21 "Cabinet confidentiality argument rings hollow; Teachers: Liberals' persistent efforts to keep negotiating notes secret continue in court," Vaughn Palmer, Vancouver Sun, 24 Feb. "Opinion: Investing in education a decision government should make; Money is available and should be spent on students," Jim Iker, Vancouver Sun, 25 Feb. About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=26875,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > April 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 6, April 2012   Teachers need the BCTF now more than ever  By Ken Novakowski   Teachers are once again under attack by regressive legislation from the provincial government. So it’s important for teachers today to know that attacks by government on teachers, their rights, and their organization have occurred at numerous times in our 95-year history. And each time that has happened, the BCTF has emerged to continue as a strong advocate for public education. And that is because teachers have remained united and strong, together in the BCTF. “Now More Than Ever” was the slogan used by teachers to rally around the BCTF in 1987 when the teaching profession and their organization faced a serious attempt by government to divide them and to weaken their collective resolve. And all of this against the backdrop of teachers finally being granted full collective bargaining rights. Yes, 1987—25 years ago, was the year that BC teachers finally gained full collective bargaining rights: the right to bargain all terms and conditions of employment, and the right to strike. And the grantor was a most unlikely politician, Social Credit Premier Bill Vander Zalm. For someone who did not live through the experience of 1987, it is sometimes difficult to understand all that happened. Bills 19 and 20 were tabled by the Vander Zalm Social Credit government on April 1, 1987. Bill 19, for the first time, included teachers as employees with access to the rights of other unionized workers. At the same time, the same bill amended existing labour legislation to restrict the rights of all organized workers. And, taken together with Bill 20, there was much more to the legislative package and its impact on teachers and their organization than simply granting them full bargaining rights. The legislation: provided local teacher associations of the BCTF with an option to choose either the “union” model that would allow them to bargain all terms and conditions of employment with their school board with strike/lockout as the resolution mechanism, or the “association” model that provided for a limited scope of items to be bargained and the possibility of an arbitration process to resolve an impasse. removed the statutory requirement that all teachers in the public school system be members of the BC Teachers’ Federation. removed principals and vice-principals from the teacher bargaining unit, with a clear management role defined for them. created a College of Teachers charged with the certification of teachers and the assumption of a significant role in the professional aspects of teachers’ lives. The BCTF president in 1987 was Elsie McMurphy, a Saanich school librarian and the first woman to lead the BCTF in over two decades. She and her executive saw the legislative package as an attempt to split the loyalty of teachers, creating a union “BCTF” and a professional organization “College of Teachers.” The BCTF since its inception always had been the single provincial organization that represented all of the economic, social, and professional interests of all of the public school teachers in BC. Having not been consulted prior to the tabling of the legislation, the BCTF now launched a major initiative to influence the government to introduce amendments to the legislation as it worked its way through the House. While achieving some minor improvements in Bill 20 and the scope of the College of Teachers, the legislation essentially remained intact. After a successful membership vote, teachers held a day of protest on April 28, 1987, and used the opportunity to explain to parents and the public the concerns of teachers with the legislation. Rallies were held across the province, and in Vancouver, thousands of teachers and labour supporters jammed into the Agrodome to hear Elsie McMurphy take on the Vander Zalm government for its attack on teachers. A month later, teachers joined the BC Federation of Labour in a one-day general strike on June 1, 1987. Then the BCTF got organized. On the issue of locals choosing the union or association model, the Federation promoted the full bargaining rights union model and all 76 locals of the BCTF voted to opt for it. Locals, supported by the resources and staff of the BCTF, conducted a province-wide voluntary signup of teachers into their local and into the BCTF. The result was a resounding (unheard of in the labour movement) 98% signup. In the first College of Teachers election, all 15 elected positions were filled by BCTF-endorsed candidates. Their election would help to mitigate the attempts by government to create an alternative teacher organization. The challenge now for teachers, for locals, and for the BCTF was to successfully negotiate collective agreements in all districts of the province. Elsie McMurphy well remembers the additional challenges the new legislation presented, “Despite years of collective begging, teachers did not have experience in real collective bargaining. So, the BCTF embarked upon an intense and costly training program with the help of knowledgeable and experienced resource people from the labour movement to prepare teams at the local level to organize members and develop bargaining skills.” What emerged in 1988 as we went to the table for the first time with our employers as equals was a system of co-ordinated local bargaining. And yes, we did well in the first and second rounds of local bargaining as we attempted to put into contract language many processes and procedures that had previously existed in government statute or board policy. But we all knew that whatever organizational edge we might have had early in the local bargaining experience would ebb, and might even work in favour of the employer at some future round. But the most important aspect of local bargaining was the experience of member involvement in the decisions of the local that were an integral part of the achievement of successful local agreements. That and the continuing and direct relationship with our employer, the local school board, were fundamental aspects of local bargaining. McMurphy, who went on to become the executive director of the BCTF when she finished her term as president in 1989, later served as a school trustee in the Saanich School District for three terms. She recounts the 1987 experience: ”For me, it was a great privilege to be working in public education on behalf of the teaching profession, and my memories of the struggle and marvelous commitment of teachers remain vividly with me to this day.” The lesson of teacher unity cannot be overlearned. It is critical to advancing the cause of public education and of strengthening the role of the teaching profession.   Ken Novakowski, retired teacher, former BCTF executive director, BCTF past president, currently on the board of the Labour Heritage Centre.    Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7770,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 6, April 2005 Health & Safety: Gordon Campbell and the Liberals hurt workers The BCTF and its locals have done an outstanding job making education an issue in the upcoming election. The policies of Gordon Campbell and his government have had a seriously detrimental effect on teachers and students. At the same time that the Liberals have been vapourizing collective agreements, closing schools, and laying off teachers, they have also been busy eliminating important health and safety protections and Workers Compensation benefits. Prior to the 2001 provincial election, employers complained that health and safety regulations and compensation benefits were "job killers" and got in the way of British Columbia business’s being "globally competitive." Campbell promised that he would cut regulations by one-third and would revamp the compensation system. Unfortunately for workers, that was one promise he kept. In 2001, a panel of administrators governed the Workers’ Compensation Board. As the Liberals were coming to power, the panel had put the finishing touches on a tough antismoking regulation. The new government asked the panel to water down the regulation, and it refused. In response, the Liberals used Section 229 of the Workers Compensation Act, a section that entitles the government to overrule a WCB decision. The panel was replaced by two temporary administrators, an accountant and an actuary. One of the new administrators’ more regressive decisions was to eliminate the payment of interest on retroactive compensation benefits. The Liberals’ next step was to amend the Workers Compensation Act. A seven-person board of directors, made up of one worker representative and six employer representatives, was named to run the WCB. Compensation benefits for workers who were injured, or developed a disease on the job were changed from 75% of gross salary to 90% of net. For workers earning $40,000 per year, the change meant a benefit reduction of about $225 per month. Previously benefits were indexed twice a year to the rate of inflation. The Liberals changed indexing to once a year at a new rate: inflation minus 1%. The changes have taken $700 million away from workers and have put it into the pockets of employers. Amendments to the act went further. Lifetime pensions were eliminated, replaced by reduced pensions that end at age 65. The system where workers could appeal WCB decisions was altered significantly. Three levels of external appeal were replaced by one internal WCB review and one external appeal. The number of issues that could be appealed was reduced. Twenty-five hundred teachers were not the only workers laid off by the Campbell government. At the Workers Compensation Board, 550 positions were eliminated. Those out of work include inspection officers, first-aid staff, WHMIS co-ordinators, ergonomists, laboratory staff, education training staff, hearing staff, and information officers. The rehabilitation clinic at the WCB office in Richmond was closed. The board’s excellent publications department was contracted out, and previously free publications, such as the regulation and prevention booklets, now cost as much as $65. WCB offices in Cranbrook, Williams Lake, Vernon, and Campbell River were closed. Employers have been given more control over protections provided to workers. Many very prescriptive regulations were replaced, without any real consultation with workers, by regulations that give employers the power to decide for themselves appropriate protections. For example, prior to the election of the Liberals, first-aid regulations covered more than 26 pages in the regulation books. Now, first-aid regulations in the single regulation book cover little more than three pages. What has been the effect of the changes? Consider the chart below. It is easy to see that the decrease in workplace inspections, in orders written, and in penalties to employers who break the rules has not reduced the number of worker fatalities and has produced an alarming increase in young worker fatalities and permanent injuries. (Sadly ironic is the fact that Liberal changes to employment laws put people as young as 12 in the workplace, creating the potential for even more young-worker injuries and fatalities). But how can the decrease in the injury rate be explained? There are a number of reasons why the injury rate is down. The injury rate is based not on the number of injuries, but on the number of claims accepted by the WCB. So, if there are fewer claims, or if fewer claims are accepted, the injury rate goes down. The decrease in inspections, written orders, and financial penalties makes it easier for employers to institute incentive programs, such as prizes or cash, for workplaces with the fewest claims. Such programs generally do nothing to decrease the number of injuries at a workplace but usually decrease the number of claims, because individuals do not want to ruin things for everyone else or because they like the trinkets supplied by the employers. Changes to WCB policies have meant that fewer claims are being accepted. For example, it is now more difficult to make the connection between some diseases and occupational exposure. Of significant concern to BCTF members is the change in the act that eliminates compensation for chronic stress. Being driven from work by an unmanageable class or by a bullying principal is no longer accepted as a WCB claim. Is there any hope for workers devastated by Gordon Campbell and the Liberals? Absolutely, but not unless we fight back! There is still time to get involved in the upcoming election. Share this information with your colleagues, friends, and neighbours. Ask Liberal candidates to explain why workers are worse off now than we were four years ago. Find a candidate in your constituency who is willing to stop the Liberal agenda. Go to work for that candidate. Register to vote, and ensure that people you know are registered. And, on May 17, vote for change!       change from   2001 2002 2003 2001-03 Workplace inspections 122,305 108,517 88,845 –27% WCB orders written 42,865 34,168 24,176 –44% Penalties recommended 184 138 135 –32% Penalty dollars imposed $1,750,000 $1,760,000 $620,000 –62% Permanent injuries 4,001 4,962 5,292 +27% Worker fatalities 168 157 170 +1% Young Worker fatalities1 5 5 9 +80% Young worker injury rate2 3.6 3.2 3.0 –17% 1Young workers are workers aged 15–25. 2The injury rate is based on the number of claims accepted per hundred employed. Mark Keelan is the BCTF’s health and safety officer for prevention. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2011/10/transformation-agenda-for-bc-education.html?showComment0751319496748162,Staffroom Confidential: The "transformation agenda" for BC education? - follow the IT contracts... Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Monday, October 24, 2011 The "transformation agenda" for BC education? - follow the IT contracts... Education Minister Abbott's plan's for our K-12 education system became alarmingly clear to me when I stumbled upon the presentation given to the School Superintendent's Association by IBM Canada. A lot of people have looked at Deputy Minister's James Gorman's powerpoint. But the IBM powerpoint shows the agenda in much starker terms. In fact, a single page of the 64 page presentation was amazingly insightful. Check out page 46 of the presentation which is available on the BCSSA's web site here: http://www.bcssa.org/PDFs/SLA2011/IBMsmarter-ed.pdf The page is titled: "A Vision for Education Transformation". Does that sound familiar? Now check out the title of the Minister's recent press release: "B.C.’s plan for education transformation". (see here: http://www2.news.gov.bc.ca/news_releases_2009-2013/2011EDUC0086-001303.htm) The slide goes on to show the three components of the "transformation agenda": "Using Data and Analytics to Drive Personalized Instructional Plans" "Delivered through a more manageable and scalable device infrastructure" "Supported by broadband networks spanning the community" The first is the most interesting, as it has the most potential to dramatically damage teaching and learning in BC. But it is needed to justify the second two, which, not surprisingly, are where IBM and Telus and a few other technology companies fit in. As the slide confirms, IBM imagines itself as the provider of the "IBM Desktop Cloud", which conveniently delivers the "data", "analytics" and "personalized instructional plans". Telus, having already been awarded a $1 billion contract, would no doubt provide the "broadband networks spanning the community". On top of the Cloud sit a few other pieces of software, notably produced by "Pearson Auxiliaries" - companies owned or affiliated with Pearson - the company that used to be mostly about textbooks. (You might have read about Pearson lately when they purchases the now infamous failed BCeSIS - the BC Liberal's disastrous student information system now declared by an independent review a  unfix-able waste of $100 million.) But let's get back to the first part for a minute. The diagram shows a collection of "systems" which will be used to provide the "data" and "analytics" in a so-called "dashboard". I take it the "dashboard" is some kind of user interface for the "Cloud". The picture shows charts and graphs on the "dashboard". I take it these represent the "data" which has been suitably "analyzed". The data on the "dashboard" comes from another set of computer programs. These are the "Pearson Auxiliaries". Let's have a closer look at some of these companies: SchoolNet - owned by Pearson, produces software for "Instructional Improvement", "Educator Development", "Student Information and Grading", and "District and Parent Portals" SPSS - owned by IBM, produces statistical data analysis SAP - has a forty year history of working with IBM, produces software for data warehousing and data analytics Peoplesoft - produces database software that is used by many universities to manage course selection and student records SEAS - owned by Computer Automation Systems Inc stands for "Special Education Automation Software" and makes software that stores, manages and tracks Individual Education Plans Clearly what is envisioned, by IBM at least, is a fully integrated, completely computerized data-driven bureaucracy. Where decision making within this system is driven by charts and graphs. Where the human element does not even warrant a symbol in the diagram. Where the assumption is that we need more "analytics" to improve student success, rather than suitable resources, teaching techniques or materials. So if you had concerns that Accountability Contracts (which all School Boards must produce) were already too "data-driven" by Foundation Skills Assessment test score results, watch out. IBM promises to: "Bring together deep analytics with advanced technology, learning resources and research to create new insights and guide decisions." And if you were shocked by the appalling interface on BCeSIS which required five minutes worth of button clicks just to mark a student as late, take a look at some PeopleSoft programs. When I first saw a PeopleSoft screen it my the first of two times I have witnessed a single screen with upwards of three different embedded boxes with slider bars, some of which went sideways and some vertical. The next time I saw these was BCeSIS. And if you have any concerns about privacy and the use of personal data, beware. This "transformation" imagines every component of the education bureaucracy coded, stored, analyzed, and on screen, from the sick days taken by a teacher to the score of a student's math test to every student's learning plan to the food order for the cafeteria. Hence the need for the government to introduce Bill 3, currently in process in the legislature, which would allow all this "cloud" computing with your personal information. Here is one further quote that gives an indication of the quantity and breadth of data collection envisioned: "Access to learning resources from a variety of mobile devices, Sensors to collect data for large scale research projects (environment, weather, energy usage, transportation, etc), Digital video surveillance to protect students on campus and in school buildings". It makes Google Street View seem downright tame. If you have ever used Rosetta Stone, you will be familiar with the kind of learning this "data-driven" model encapsulates - sit at a computer, take a canned lesson, get feedback, take a new lesson based on your score, repeat. Here it is described on slide 27 of the presentation: Increase results by shifting to data-driven decisions by...using data to track and evaluate student progress Early identification of performance problems by...leveraging analytics to identify performance issues early Better support for teachers and alignment of resources to needs by...Building and managing customized intervention plans using district and other models Improved student outcomes through better engagement and personalized instruction by...Leveraging integrated technology delivery of personalized lesson plans, in and outside the classroom There a number of real nuggest in this presentation. Note some of the key words we've seen elsewhere in the Ministry literature such as "alignment". Here are a few: Concerned economics is taking priority over pedagogy?: "Education programs and economic initiatives align for long term sustainability and growth." Worried your kids already have too much screen time, here's more: "Integration of Consumer IT devices into learning environments in a device-agnostic manner" Concerned big brother is tracking your cell phone?: "Social media becomes integral to learning and begins to use analytics." Worried this agenda will mean less classroom time and more computer time?: "Learning Delivery and Digital Content Management: Assemble personalized lesson plans from various sources, Deliver learning to a variety of in- and out-of-classroom devices, Allow access to learning materials beyond the classroom" Concerned schools are becoming too competitive and stressful for young children?: "Provide every student with optimized learning and skills development to enable them to compete in the new economy through a dynamic, cost effective and adaptive learning environment." Lastly, we see where the BC government is getting their "policy" advice on page 30 where IBM suggests that "Successful education systems in the next decade will share a number of strategic policy actions" which are listed: "Adopt and Promote a vision of Personalized Learning encouraging better use of data and analytics to manage and tailor learning services to individual students Establish Student-Centric versus Institutionally-Centric Processes to provide better insights, interventions and opportunities to improve outcomes Promote Open Standards and Open Platforms in Technology to enable a broad set of providers to contribute to a rich, diverse world of learning Consolidate Services across Institutions and Agencies to realize the benefits of cloud computing and shared services" In plain English: Create a need for data and increased technology with the myth of "personalized learning", Diminish the importance of schools and communities by focusing on the individual student, Let all the technology companies in on the spoils (there's enough for everyone), Do it everywhere on a large scale and sell this with the myth of efficiencies of "shared services" Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 2:54 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 6 comments: C. WelchOctober 24, 2011 at 3:30 PM Thanks for this excellent post, Tara. At last Friday's BCSSTA conference, a former member of the Premier's Technology Council argued that there isn't enough money in education to make us question the motives of corporate education reformers. But your analysis shows us that there are some serious corporate interests involved in our province when it comes to education. I was particularly struck by the following quotation: "Learning Delivery and Digital Content Management: Assemble personalized lesson plans from various sources, Deliver learning to a variety of in- and out-of-classroom devices, Allow access to learning materials beyond the classroom". Various sources, indeed... Last year, IBM affiliated consultants recommended that all of the DL school material created by our district's DL teachers (including assessment) should be "borrowed" and put onto district servers so any teacher and student could access it. Thankfully this idea was blocked by school administration (for the moment), but it goes to show how precarious your work might be, especially if it's on a district server. IF you want to create digital content (including simple things like pdf's and Word documents), keep it on your own drive, server or cloud system. Don't feed the beast of personalized learning by allowing your work to be appropriated. Be particularly wary of digital management systems that are run by the district. Any content on them is the district's property, even during a strike. I predict this will be a big issue if/when the gov't gets serious about personalized learning.ReplyDelete Tara EhrckeOctober 24, 2011 at 3:41 PM Yes, and beyond making money from the unpaid curriculum development work of teachers I imagine this will also refer to the purchase (by cash strapped school boards) of online learning modules by private companies. Pearson has an awful lot of textbooks it can convert if only they had a buyer!ReplyDelete Heidi DarrochOctober 24, 2011 at 3:51 PM The New York Times has been running an interesting series on technology and education. Yesterday's article (Sunday, Oct 23) was about Silicon Valley tech workers and executives who send their kids to a local Waldorf school to avoid an over-emphasis on computer and other technology use, which many of them find especially inappropriate for younger children. The Times has also done a good job of pointing to the paucity of research about the effectiveness of computer- and internet-based education--except for research undertaken by the corporations themselves, which is rarely peer-reviewed or replicable.ReplyDelete Tara EhrckeOctober 24, 2011 at 3:52 PM Yes I agree, it was very interesting. It is here for those who want to read it: http://www.nytimes.com/2011/10/23/technology/at-waldorf-school-in-silicon-valley-technology-can-wait.htmlReplyDelete DeannaOctober 28, 2011 at 12:23 AM There is money available. Tonnes of it. The entire idea of using private companies to fund and direct public education is not only sickening it is the means to the end for us all. This reminds me of my personal vow to "go live in a cabin in the woods" once governments started forcing us to have retinal scans for identification but this is comparable as far as I'm concerned.ReplyDelete Diane McNallyNovember 4, 2011 at 10:39 AM Thanks for the always excellent analysis. I'm posting a link on my blog. I'm not pleased with the push to get wifi in schools because of possible negative effects at the cellular level on children (and all living things), and the hidden profit trail which you've exposed here.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ▼  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ▼  October (16) Abbott's plan: some thoughts... Teachers upset with BCPSEA allegations and threats... BCPSEA's hypocritical application to LRB over BC t... Occupy Education Builds Momentum The "transformation agenda" for BC education? - fo... Big brother and the Ministry of Education How to judge a School Board candidate - by their r... Solidarity and the 99% - Why teachers should suppo... Occupying Education Abbott's plan: Drastic changes with no consultatio... Guest post: Tobey Steeves on Bills 27/28 - a perso... BCPSEA - missing the point on local bargaining We are the 99 BC government proposal for class composition is "r... A little interlude... BC School Trustees consider a teacher lockout ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13832,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > April 1998 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 10, Number 6, April 1998 Top 10 lesson aids 1 A Potpourri of PE Games—Volume 1. Compiled by Coquitlam SD Physical Education. 52 p. 1990. Each of the 44 lessons includes introduction, skill development, and game development. Progressions include individual and partner. Primary. LA 8309—$5 2 A Potpourri of PE Games—Volume 2. Compiled by Coquitlam SD Physical Education. 40 p. 1990. A follow-up to LA 8309. Includes 35 lessons. Many of them are in an inventive games format and others are more direct teaching. Progressions includes individual, partners, and small group. Primary. LA 8310—$4.75 3 Salmonids in the Classroom—Egg-to-Fry Display. Produced by the Dept. of Fisheries and Oceans Canada; wooden display rack (15 cm x 10 cm x 3 cm). Rack holds four glass vials that contain salmon at an early developmental stage: eggs, eyed eggs, alevins, and fry. Recommended by the B.C. Ministry of Education. All levels. LA S50—$22 4 Forces, Motion, and Simple Machines: A Unit for Grade 5–7. Holly MacLean. 22 p. ©1988. This activity-based unit includes 12 lesson plans. Focus is on the interaction between forces, motion, and simple machines. Many science process skills and a variety of teaching strategies are contained in the lessons. Grades 5–7. LA 9517—$8.25 5 Student Portfolios. Produced by the National Education Assn. of the U.S. 96 p. ©1993. This book outlines how eight innovative teachers use portfolios to enhance and assess learning in elementary and secondary classrooms. LA PD166—$15.95 6 Multiculturalism and Inuit Art. Bill Zuk and Bob Dalton. 43 p. ©1995. Multicultural art education program focuses on indigenous people of Arctic Canada. Two modules feature women fabric artists from Baffin Island and one from Baker Lake in the Keewatin region—Irene Avaalaquiak, Annie Kilabuk, and Kawtysee Kakee. A comparative method is used to examine similarities and differences in paired reproductions of artwork. Designed for Grades 4–7, the unit can be easily adjusted to both secondary and primary. LA 9610—$7.50 7 An Adaptive Spelling Program for the Inclusive Classroom. Anne Marie Steele. 17 p. 1997. Provides masters and ideas to design a teaching package. Developed to assist students in learning to spell the core words they most need, and acquire basic spelling rules, yet provide for varied methods and amounts of practice depending on individual use. Sample unit and worksheet template included. Grades 1–7. LA 9911—$3.75 8 Learning Together in Multilevel Classrooms. Prepared by the Sask. PD Unit and the Sask. Instructional Development and Research Unit. 52 p. ©1997. Research-based and intended to support teachers in a multilevel classroom. LA PD135—$23 9 Music of Cuba: From Son to Salsa. Valerie Dare and Salvador Ferreras. 30 p. ©1997. Integrated learning package, one of a series under development exploring the Cuban culture through its music. Suggested activity sheets related to geography, socio-political focus, song writing, dance, musical instruments, musicians, religion, and folk tales. Student activity sheets, reference source, glossary of terms, instrument building, and a performance/workshop are also included. Grades 6–10. LA 2560—$4.50 10 The Lives of Medieval Women: A co-operatively planned humanities unit on Medieval women. Judith Coffin, Marlowe Irvine, Ramona Sousa. 73 p. 1994. This unit attempts to present a glimpse of the lives of peasant, middle class, and aristocratic Medieval women. Ten activites, handouts, and summary of resources required, length of time for each activity, teacher prep, class procedure, and suggestions for evaluation. Grade 8. LA 9248—$8.25 For a complete listing of over 900 BCTF Lesson Aids, consult the catalogue in your school library or the Lesson Aids online catalogue, www.bctf.ca/LessonAids To order any of the above lesson aids, enclose a cheque payable to the BCTF or authorized purchase order to BCTF Lesson Aids Service, 100-550 West 6th Avenue, Vancouver, BC V5Z 4P2. GST and postage/handling are included in the prices. Orders are sent by return mail. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9986,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 4, March 2003 Le bilinguisme, bouée de sauvetage pour le Canada Selon Benoit Aubin, journaliste montréalais, c’est grâce au bilinguisme que notre pays survit. Être bilingue, c’est pouvoir communiquer adéquatement dans deux langues. Au Canada, c’est pouvoir utiliser de manière convenable le français et l’anglais. Pour les jeunes, c’est un apprentissage amusant et stimulant qui s’échelonne sur plusieurs années. Pour les moins jeunes, c’est un apprentissage ardu et frustrant entrepris souvent pour des motifs de carrière. Pour la majorité des Canadiens bilingues, le bilinguisme n’est pas un état d’esprit nature ; c’est une habileté qu’ils ont acquise dans la rue, sur les bancs de l’école, dans les cours privés ou à la suite de séjours dans des pays étrangers. Il y a trente ans, Pierre Élliot Trudeau faisait face à une résistance féroce lorsque son gouvernement a introduit sa politique de bilinguisme. Et encore aujourd’hui, le Canada est loin d’être bilingue. Le Nouveau Brunswick est la seule province officiellement bilingue. Ce statut a permis à Bernard Lord, premier ministre de cette province, de faire adopter une réforme linguistique qui a eu comme effet secondaire une baisse du taux d’assimilation des Acadiens. Quant à Ottawa, la capitale nationale, celle-ci refuse toujours de se reconnaître officiellement bilingue. Et de même pour le Québec où de plus en plus de citoyens parlent les deux langues officielles. En dépit de ce bilan politique quelque peu décourageant, le changement est dans le vent. C’est un changement au niveau de la société qu’on ressent. On n’a qu’à revoir les statistiques d’élèves inscrits dans les programmes d’immersion pour se rendre compte des progrès du bilinguisme. Rappelez-vous aussi le match de la coupe Grey en novembre dernier lorsqu’on s’attendait à une confrontation de mots et d’idées et peut-être même de gestes ; rien de tel ne s’est produit. Enfin, ce qui est de plus en plus encourageant dans le domaine du bilinguisme canadien, c’est le nombre toujours en hausse d’anglophones qui utilisent le français sans que la situation ne l’oblige. C’est ‘cool’ aujourd’hui d’être bilingue. Le bilinguisme est perçu comme un atout culturel, économique et social. Selon Karl Moore, spécialiste en administration à l’université McGill, il y a un surnombre de citoyens canadiens, par rapport à la population du Canada, à la tête d’entreprises internationales. Il cite leur biculturalisme comme qualité intrinsèque qui leur permet de mieux comprendre les différences culturelles en jeu dans le monde de l’économie mondiale. Comment expliquer le succès du bilinguisme ? Benoît Aubin, dans son article pour la revue Maclean’s, l’attribue en partie au phénomène de la peur, cette émotion issue bien souvent de l’ignorance. Il nous rappelle l’exode des entreprises anglophones vers Toronto, suite aux élections du parti québécois. Les gens, se sentant victimes d’un mouvement politique, ont fui le Québec et ont fait connaître leur angoisse et leur colère dans leurs provinces d’adoption. Il y a eu des années difficiles pendant lesquelles on a annoncé la mort de Montréal et dénoncé les politiques linguistiques du Québec. Mais, pendant ces années de débats, de querelles et de compromis, les enfants dans toutes les provinces canadiennes s’inscrivaient dans les cours d’immersion et apprenaient une langue seconde. Le résultat est un pays qui devient de plus en plus bilingue. Félicitez-vous, chers collègues, du rôle que vous avez joué et que vous continuez à jouer dans cet enjeu canadien. Profitez de la semaine de la francophonie qui se célèbre du 9 au 23 mars pour fêter non seulement la francophonie mais aussi le bilinguisme. Il ne reste plus qu’à espérer qu’un jour prochain, on nous demandera de boucler notre ceinture dans un français compréhensible et qu’on jettera par la fenêtre cette misérable cassette ! Synopsis Bilingualism is one of the forces that has kept Canada together and FFWL members have played a crucial role in helping shape a bilingual society. – Paule Desgroseilliers Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/BargainingAndContracts.aspx?id=34896,BCTF > Teacher Voices  	Bargaining and contracts  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers Aboriginal Education  Bargaining & Collective Agreements  Français  Health & Safety  New Teachers  Opportunities for Members  Pensions Professional Development  Professional Rights & Responsibility  Provincial Specialist Associations  Salary & Benefits  Teachers Teaching On Call  Teaching Resources  For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Bargaining and Collective Agreements > Teacher Voices I don't know if this is the appropriate place to share my words.  I hope you receive this Jim with the many emails I am sure you are receiving.  As you, Jim Iker, are in talks with Vince Ready, I wanted to say thank-you for saying NO to: - a cooling off period - what does Ready think the summer was when the government took no interest in trying to get a deal? - letting the Supreme Court ruling go for now so that we can get back to school - Really!  Thank-you Iker for not agreeing to this!!!  What a joke.  We have had two Supreme Court rulings in our favour.  Why would we ignore these rulings to go back to school to the problems we have been fighting to change?  How about this Ready - get the government to agree to the Supreme Court's ruling for now and if and when the Supreme Court changes their ruling with the appeal the government has put forth then take the class size/composition language out then.  That makes more sense to me.  To ask BCTF to go against the Supreme Court ruling as well is just ridiculous!  Is Ready really mediating or working for the government? - I have to say that we as teachers need time to prepare for school.  What happens in our class does not happen magically.  Many teachers, including myself are moving classes, grades, schools, districts and yet we have not been able to move our belongings, set-up our classes etc.... So, this idea of still starting school on Tuesday I think is ludicrous.  As much as we would all like to get back to work and have the children start school, we need time to prepare and set-up for the year.  This needs to be a part of any agreement.  I think at earliest we could start school the following Monday, September 8th. Asking us to do otherwise I think only sets us all up for a bad start to the year. - I also believe a signing bonus is an absolute must!  We teachers once again have lost 1000's of dollars in wages and we have lost pension etc... We deserve at least a signing bonus. - Keep up the good fight Iker - we have given enough!  We have negotiated in good faith.  We have compromised.  The government needs to give for once!! We will hold the line for as long as it takes!  We cannot fold now!  Thank-you, Cathy Harris, Teacher   About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/hashtag/yes,Tweets about #yes hashtag on Twitter টুইটার অনুসন্ধান অনুসন্ধান টুইটার খুঁজুন সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ ভাষা : বাংলা. हिन्दी Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন টুইটার-এ নতুন ? আজই যোগদান করুন » সাইন ইন করুন ফোন, ইমেল বা ব্যবহারকারীর নাম পাসওয়ার্ড সাইন ইন আমাকে মনে রাখুন পাসওয়ার্ড ভুলে গেছেন? ইতিমধ্যে আপনি কি টেক্সট বার্তার মাধ্যমে টুইটার ব্যবহার করছেন? #yes -এ তাত্ক্ষণিক আপডেট পান সবকিছু মানুষজন ছবিসমূহ ভিডিওগুলি খবর সময়রেখা সমূহ উন্নত অনুসন্ধান সর্বত্র আপনার কাছাকাছি কাকে অনুসরণ করবেন · রিফ্রেশ · সবকটি দেখুন জনপ্রিয অ্যাকাউন্টগুলি · বন্ধুদের অনুসন্ধান করুন · পরিবর্তন © 2014 টুইটার সম্বন্ধে সহায়তা শর্তাবলী গোপনতা কুকিগুলো বিজ্ঞপ্তি তথ্য ব্র্যান্ড ব্লগ স্ট্যাটাস অ্যাপস চাকরিসমূহ বিজ্ঞাপন ব্যবসা সমূহ মিডিয়া ডেভেলপারগণ ডিরেক্টরি বন্ধ প্রবণতা ট্রেন্ডস আপনার জন্য উপযোগী। ট্রেন্ডের মাধ্যমে আপনি সহজেই আপনার আগ্রহের খবরাখবর পেতে পারছেন। আপনি কোথায় থাকেন এবং কাদের অনুসরণ করেন তার উপরে ভিত্তি করে ট্রেন্ড উপস্থাপিত করা হয়। পরিবর্তন উপযোগী করা ট্রেন্ডস রাখুন বিশ্বব্যাপী প্রবণতা পান সম্পন্ন অনুসন্ধান বিকল্প এই অনুসন্ধান স্থাপিত করুন #yes এর জন্য ফলাফল শীর্ষ / সব মানুষজন · সবকটি দেখুন Yes Scotlandযাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @YesScotland অনুসরণ অনুসরণ করা কর্মসমূহ:অনুসরণ না করা অবরুদ্ধ অবরোধ মুক্ত মুলতুবি বাতিল এবং আরো Hoodie Allen ‏ @HoodieAllen ১ মিনিট @camscinnapple ah yes thank u! কথোপকথন দেখুন কথোপকথন লুকান প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Julie ‏ @jools_organic ২ মিনিট Please help support Yes Alliance, add a #Twibbon now! http://twb.ly/KKTI8XP0  সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট James McNew ‏ @dumpland ৩ মিনিট Since you asked, yes, Peter Criss AND Marky Ramone are on my flight. সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Faithful Tweets ‏ @ltFaithfulTweet ১০ মিনিট When texting goes like this....YES pic.twitter.com/j5IzRUxXH5 ফটো দেখুন ছবি লুকান প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট প্রিয় ১৭,২১১ সময়াবলী Common White Girl ‏ @girlposts ১৯ ঘন্টা Yes please pic.twitter.com/Ntvv978thh ৮:০৮ অপরাহ্ণ - ৫ অক্টোবর, ২০১৪ · বিবরণ সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট alli ✧ ‏ @5zsos ১২ মিনিট "5sos releasing another ep" yes thank u সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট ESPN ‏ @espn ১২ মিনিট Will the Seahawks claim their 9th straight Monday Night Football win tonight? Submit your YES or NO vote using #DDFieldPass. সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Guardian Australia ‏ @GuardianAus ১৪ মিনিট Cut benefits? Yes, lets start with our £85bn corporate welfare handout http://trib.al/uIBASMf  সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট S ‏ @serenadeJade ১৪ মিনিট Remember when Perrie celebrated Eid with zayn's family? Yeah me too.. Seems like something an anti-Islam person would do yes? সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট adam ‏ @AdamTheLobster ১৫ মিনিট Ahhh yes, autumn. The air is getting colder, the leaves are changing colors, im up in a ladder painting them green again... সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট timthetatman ‏ @timthetatman ২১ মিনিট Live in 2 hours http://twitch.tv/timthetatman  fun shall be hadeth. (yes, i made the word hadeth) সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Brian ‏ @Holyfield67 ২১ মিনিট Could barack obama Be Deported Over Using a Fraudulent Birth Certificate? Yes, Says Former DOJ Attorney http://www.tpnn.com/2014/10/06/could-barack-obama-be-deported-over-using-a-fraudulent-birth-certificate-yes-says-former-doj-attorney/ … সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট DEADvon BOOttilega ‏ @DevonDoesTweets ২৩ মিনিট @DulJuice @ThatOneTomahawk yes :^) this time I had glasses on tho কথোপকথন দেখুন কথোপকথন লুকান প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Magpie V ‏ @i_magpie ২৪ মিনিট Yes; discovered the ISIS. MT @RevolutionSyria: Has the world forgotten Assad’s genocide? We will never do. #Syria pic.twitter.com/ymUlObelIY ফটো দেখুন ছবি লুকান প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Elijah Manor ‏ @elijahmanor ২৫ মিনিট OH: "If I say 'yes' will this meeting be over?" সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Michael ‏ @Home_Halfway ২৫ মিনিট *Walks up to an appraiser w/ a Peppermint Patty* How much for this? It's in mint condition "Is that a joke?" Yes "Ok I'm gonna drown myself" সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Psalms & Proverbs ‏ @Psalms_Proverbs ২৬ মিনিট Yes you, Lord, make me glad because of your work. I will shout because of the works of your hands - Psalm 92:4 (please retweet) সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট ur cute, thats why i ‏ @PatrickCazer ২৬ মিনিট do u wanna cuddle naked yes or yes সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Glenn Hughes ‏ @glenn_hughes ২৮ মিনিট Yes I meet my fans & sign for them-and take pics -meet me by my bus or stage door .. Thanks for my life pic.twitter.com/tijEQ3dMgp ২:৪৯ অপরাহ্ণ - ৬ অক্টোবর, ২০১৪ · বিবরণ সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট ShordeeDooWhop ‏ @Nettaaaaaaaa ২৯ মিনিট YALL!!!!!! That is so amazing. Yes yes yes yes yes! সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Blastr ‏ @blastr ৩০ মিনিট Live-action X-Men TV series reportedly in 'deep' development. YES, PLEASE. Watch out SHIELD, Gotham, et al. http://www.blastr.com/2014-10-6/live-action-x-men-tv-series-reportedly-deep-development … সারাংশ দেখ সারাংশ লুকান প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট #yes এর জন্য টুইট ফলাফল নেই। আপনি #yes-এর শীর্ষ টুইটের শেষে পৌঁছে গেছেন। সব টুইট দেখুন। লোড হতে বেশ কিছুক্ষণ সময় নিচ্ছে। টুইটার অতিরিক্ত ক্ষমতা অথবা ক্ষণস্থায়ী হেঁচকির সম্মুখীন হতে পারে। পুনরায় চেষ্টা করুন অথবা পরিদর্শন করুন টুইটার স্ট্যাটাস আরও বিশদ তথ্যের জন্য। খারিজ বন্ধ পূর্ববর্তী পরবর্তী বন্ধ একজন ব্যক্তির প্রোফাইলে যান সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ বন্ধ আপনার অনুসরণকারীদের এই পুনঃটুইটটি পাঠাবেন? বাতিল পুনঃটুইট বন্ধ আপনি কি নিশ্চিত যে এই টুইট মুছে দিতে চান? বাতিল মুছে ফেলুন বন্ধ রোধ করন বাতিল রোধ করন আপনার টুইটসমুহে একটি অবস্থান যুক্ত করুন যখন একটি অবস্থানের সঙ্গে আপনার টুইট করেন, টুইটার সেই অবস্থান সংরক্ষণ করে। প্রত্যেক টুইটের আগে আপনি আপনার অবস্থান চালু / বন্ধ করতে পারেন, এবং যে কোনও সময় আপনি আপনার অবস্থানের ইতিহাস মুছে ফেলতে পারেন। আরো জানুন অবস্থান চালু করুন এখন নয় স্থান বন্ধ করুন বন্ধ প্রোফাইল সারসংক্ষেপ বন্ধ আপনার তালিকাসমূহ বন্ধ একটি নতুন তালিকা তৈরি করুন নাম তালিকা বিবরণ 100 অক্ষরের কম, ঐচ্ছিক তালিকাসমূহ:গোপনীয়তা সাধারণ · যে কেউ এই তালিকা অনুসরণ করতে পারেন ব্যক্তিগত · শুধুমাত্র আপনিই এই তালিকায় প্রবেশ করতে পারবেন তালিকা সংরক্ষণ করুন বন্ধ বন্ধ এই টুইট স্থাপিত কর আপনার নীচের ওয়েবসাইটে কোডটি অনুলিপি দ্বারা এই টুইট যোগ করুন * আরও জানুন হুম, সার্ভারে পৌঁছনোর একটি সমস্যা ছিল। পরে আবার চেষ্টা করবেন? প্রকৃত টুইট অন্তর্ভুক্ত করুন অন্তর্ভুক্ত মিডিয়া প্রাকদর্শন বন্ধ টুইটারে নিবন্ধন করুন টুইটারে নেই? নিবন্ধন করুন, আপনির পছন্দের বিষয়গুলির সাথে যুক্ত হন, এবং তাদের বিষয়ে হালনাগাদ পান। একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন » বন্ধ দুটি উপায় (প্রেরণ এবং গ্রহণ) শর্ট কোড: দেশ কোড গ্রাহকদের জন্য মার্কিন যুক্তরাষ্ট্র 40404 (যে কোন) কানাডা 21212 (যে কোন) যুক্তরাজ্য 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM হাইতি 40404 Digicel, Voila আয়ারল্যান্ড 51210 Vodafone, O2 ভারত 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance ইন্দোনেশিয়া 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » অন্য দেশসমুহের এসএসএস সংক্ষিপ্ত কোড দেখুন বন্ধ নিশ্চিতকরণ)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141007,williamshatner.com,http://williamshatner.com/ws/,William Shatner William Shatner Home Blog Bill’s Appearances FB Group Store Fan Club Contact Subscribe Home Home 21thAugust Bill Shatner 0 Comments Bill's Events William Shatner Accepts ALS Ice Bucket Challenge William Shatner was nominated by Country Music Super Star Brad Paisley to do the ALS Ice Bucket Challenge. Bill heartily accepted and did it in his own style.  Enjoy his video     Read More → 30thMay Bill Shatner 0 Comments Bill's Events Information on Shatner’s World at the MGM Grand in Las Vegas June 19 to 21, 2014 William Shatner will be taking his one man live show “Shatner’s World” to the MGM Grand for three nights June 19, 20 and 21, 2014. Tickets can be purchased from Ticket Master: http://Bit.ly/ShatnerLV We hope you can make it. Read More → 26thMarch Bill Shatner 0 Comments Front Page Shatner’s World in Cinemas Across the US – One Night April 24, 2014 William Shatner’s acclaimed one-man show comes to movie theaters. Buy your tickets today! http://bit.ly/ShatnersWorld Press Release on Event (Click on each image to expand) Read More → Next Page » Favorite Places The Hollywood Charity Horse Show Are You Looking for the English Translation from Pgs 91-93? Charity William Shatners Oscar Items Auction Twitter UTPW Presented by columbus water damage © 2013 William Shatner and Picture Partners. All Rights Reserved. Home Blog Bill’s Appearances FB Group Store Fan Club Contact Subscribe You are using the BNS Add Widget plugin. Thank You!)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/BCTF-research.aspx?id=22972,BCTF>The Worklife of BC Teachers in 2009: The stress in teaching, May 9, 2011  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development BCTF-Research Archives 2012-13 2011-12  2010-11  2009-10  2008-09  Home > Publications > BCTF Research > BCTF-Research List > 2010-11 Archives The Worklife of BC Teachers in 2009: The stress in teaching The ‘vignettes’ are one-page snapshots of themes from different chapters in the BCTF Research study on teachers’ work in BC’s public schools. Each vignette is intended to encourage reflection and discussion. In the survey responses, teachers stated the following as major stressors: feeling pressured by the demands of multiple tasks and limited time the complexity of the classroom, in terms of class size and class composition a lack of support for teachers in their efforts to meet students’ needs a lack of support to deal with problematic student behaviour relationships with a small number of parents were difficult and strained reporting caused a periodic increase in stress inadequate time for preparation and marking Many suggested that it was a combination of several of the above factors that increased stress levels, and that stress increased at certain times of year: “When you try to break down the elements of stress in the profession of teaching it actually does a disservice to teachers. It’s not the individual items that cause stress, it’s the combination of things which actually causes stress. When we have our most stressful times, during report-card preparation, we also have all the other items to contend with at the same time. We can’t put the kids on automatic, and the meetings don’t stop; there’s still marking and planning; we still need to deal with behaviour issues and call parents, we still have the administration to deal with and the very real problems of kids not getting what they need at school and at home. This is when our stress levels are at their highest.”  The causes and results of stress may be different depending on career stage, gender and age. Newer teachers find job insecurity stressful, and there is evidence that women 35–45 also report higher stress levels than teachers in other age groups or than men. Which of the above stress factors or findings resonate with your experience? How can stress issues be addressed by: The individual aiming for a positive work-life balance? Changes in teachers’ working conditions to make the job more manageable? Are you aware of work-life balance programs offered by the BCTF? Should the BCTF be addressing and aiming to improve those working conditions that cause stress? Read Chapter 5  of The Worklife of BC Teachers in 2009: “BC teachers talk about satisfaction and stress in their work: A qualitative study.” A PDF version of this vignette is available at: http://www.bctf.ca/uploadedFiles/Public/Issues/WorklifeWorkload/2009/Vignette5-Stress.pdf   Submitted by Charlie Naylor BCTF Research, researchteam@bctf.ca    May 9, 2011 This item will be saved on the BCTF’s website in a list archive at http://www.bctf.ca/publications/BCTF-research.aspx. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=24223&printPage=true,BCTF News Releases  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2011 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  October 26, 2011 Unfortunate that voice of teachers is diminished on new council: BCTF  It is regrettable that the voice of teachers will be diminished on the new BC Teachers’ Council, but a new clarity on the body’s mandate is welcome, BC Teachers’ Federation President Susan Lambert said today. Bill 12, The Teachers Act, repeals the former Teaching Profession Act and dissolves the BC College of Teachers. It will be replaced with a new council with a more focused mandate, including setting standards for certification of teachers, approval of teacher education programs at universities, and adjudication of serious disciplinary matters. “This new clarity on the mandate of the council is welcomed by the BCTF, although its structures do not address all of the concerns we raised in meetings with Education Minister George Abbott,” Lambert said. Today’s legislation was prompted by a fact-finder’s report that cited cases of individuals with criminal records being allowed to begin teaching or continue working in the classroom. “The allegation by some that the Federation used its influence on the college to protect unethical teachers is completely unfounded,” Lambert said. She noted that in a series of meetings with the former and current ministers of education, the BCTF called upon them to investigate the cases cited. This request was turned down each and every time. “Although the BCTF doesn’t have the ability to investigate these cases ourselves, we do know that at least one was adjudicated during the period when the college was comprised entirely of government-appointed councillors, not BCTF-endorsed ones,” Lambert said. Teachers hope that the new council and its structures within the Ministry of Education will be able to put these issues in the past and earn public confidence. “Teachers, more than anyone, are invested in maintaining high standards of professional practice and ethical conduct. It’s in all of our interests for there to be fair, transparent and effective processes to discipline and, if necessary, decertify any teacher who violates the trust that society places in us to safeguard and teach the next generation,” Lambert said. -  30  - For more information, contact Nancy Knickerbocker, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell).)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12670&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 1999 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 12, Number 1, September 1999 Teaching in Saudi Arabia by Kathleen Cherry “You must have an open mind and the ability to adapt to another culture. If you can do that, overseas teaching can be both wonderful and rewarding,” says Kitimat teacher and overseas educator Aliceyn Fokuhl. But be ready for intense emotions. During her eight-month stint at an international school in Taif, Saudi Arabia, Fokuhl experienced everything from excitement and joy to frustration, sorrow, and anger. “I loved immersing myself in another culture, particularly one which has remained basically unchanged for thousands of years. And it was a great adventure. But there were tough adjustments. The code of conduct is very strict and restrictive, particularly for women. Sometimes it’s hard to accept things that seem very wrong to us!” These feelings are common amongst many overseas teachers, particularly those who have gone to an area with a very different culture from their home country. “At first you’re just fascinated with the adventure and the culture. It’s a real Œwow’ experience. Then you start to miss your home and friends and eventually you become angry with rules and regulations that both don’t make sense and often seem morally wrong to you.” With time, this anger moves through into a feeling close to defeat and then a more positive feeling of acceptance. “You realize that you’re a guest in someone else’s house and that you can’t judge by your own experiences and standards. There are historical reasons behind a country’s culture and belief system. It doesn’t mean that you think it’s right but you gain an understanding.” One of the toughest things for Fokuhl was an acceptance of the restrictions placed on women. As a female, she couldn’t drive a car or ride a bicycle, nor could she go anywhere outside Taif without a travel permit. Many Saudi women are not allowed to show their faces or to be seen in the company of a man who is not a family member. “Historically, this geographic area was subject to a lot of raids between warring tribes and women were often abducted. So these customs evolved to keep female family members safe. It really helps to gain this historical perspective but, in today’s world, it can still be difficult to accept.” Fokuhl also had to make some sartorial adjustments. Although able to wear western clothing in her classroom and living quarters, she covered up with an abaya when outside the compound. Even on the compound grounds she had to be careful. Her school was attached to a Saudi military hospital and was operated by the Saudi government, which meant that the rules were stricter than in the American schools. “For example, I made sure I covered my hair during prayer time. The Matawain, the religious police, get upset if you don’t do this,” Fokuhl explains. As a note of interest, the Taif school is unique. It’s the only international school in Saudi Arabia where single female teachers are allowed to work, making Fokuhl’s experience very unusual. Single women are not allowed to work in the American compounds because no segregated housing is provided. Fokuhl adds that anyone interested in teaching in a place like Saudi Arabia should check to ensure their eligibility. “It’s rare for single women to be employed and anyone Jewish is automatically excluded,” she explains. This anti-semitism is in constant evidence. Fokuhl recalls that every map had the country of Israel firmly inked out. “These are some of the things that start to get you really angry after you’ve been there for a while and the novelty of a new culture and adventure has worn off,” she admits. “It’s important to have some form of a de-stressor.” Perhaps, a sense of humor is the most vital prerequisite for any international teaching experience. To keep her perspective, Fokuhl developed a series of cartoons featuring everything from crazy drivers, loquacious bureaucrats, and that unending trail of paperwork. Even an everyday activity like eating at MacDonald’s can cause problems. “I was really hungry and went into the first entrance I found. The server was absolutely horrified when he saw me. The look on his face was incredible. And I was suddenly aware of this awful, deadly hush. Then I realized I was in the male side of the restaurant and I just ran out of there!” Of course, this provided Fokuhl with an amusing anecdote for her letters home but her mistake could have had more serious implications. “If the Matawain had been present, they might have asked me to leave the country,” she explains. But despite these challenges, Fokuhl’s overseas experience was also filled with many wonderful, positive, heartwarming experiences. She found that the other teachers were very open-minded and accepting of new experiences. “I think anyone drawn to overseas teaching has to be flexible, accepting, and have a good sense of humor.” She also enjoyed her classes. Her students were the children of the hospital’s doctors and came from a variety of Middle Eastern countries. “English was their common language. It was great working with children from so many different cultural backgrounds. I learned a lot. Their families were also very warm and welcoming to me.” As a teacher she also enjoyed great parental and administrative support. “Teaching is a very respected profession and the students really value an education. In a way it was Œpure teaching’ with very few disciplinary hassles. I really enjoyed that side of things. We were able to do some interesting projects and the kids produced great work.” Money is also an incentive to teach overseas. Earnings are not incredibly high but countries like Saudi Aradia have no tax system and accommodation is provided. Anyone who stays out of Canada for more than two fiscal years can also avoid Canadian taxes. However, they have to eliminate their status as a Canadian resident before being eligible for this exemption. Fokuhl earned $25,000 (US) for one year, accommodation included. “If you’re adventurous and accepting this is a great way to earn a living and become immersed in a totally different culture.” And the bottomline—would she ever do it again? “Yes! In an instant!” In fact, Fokuhl headed off this September to teach in Kuwait on a two-year contract. “I believe it will be more open and less restrictive than Saudi Arabia. It should be an interesting experience. Look out for the sequel—I’m sure I’ll have a lot to report!” Kathleen Cherry is a district counsellor in the Kitimat School District and is a member of the Teacher Newsmagazine Advisory Board.)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2011/12/teachers-read-message-to-george-abbott.html,Staffroom Confidential: Teachers read message to George Abbott Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Friday, December 2, 2011 Teachers read message to George Abbott Minister of Education George Abbott has been touring the province visiting schools. This is a good thing. I remember in 2005 a Victoria teacher running into then Education Minister Shirley Bond and asking when she had last visited a classroom, to which she answered it was when she was in school herself! I hope that Mr. Abbott is listening to teachers' messages. I know during his visit at Central Middle School, teachers questioned him about the net zero mandate, services for students with special needs, and class size - issues that are important to teachers and that we feel are critical to maintaining our excellent public education system. This week, at a visit to Caulfeild Elementary in West Vancouver, teachers read the following message to Mr. Abbott: "The teachers of Caulfeild would like you to know that we are disappointed and disheartened by the government’s recent attacks on B.C. public school teachers.  By the very nature of what we do, we are caring, diligent, progressive and conscientious people who, in the face of the negative tone of the Ministry’s Education Plan, continue to work for the betterment of B.C. children and public education. Why does this government continue to strip the “profession” from teaching? The “Professional Teaching Act” is now the “Teaching Act”. The backwards movement at the Provincial bargaining table attempts to strip our contract to the point that government officials and Administrators dictate our professional development and negate any autonomy in the classroom. The message this sends is simply that we cannot be trusted to conduct ourselves as professionals and do not deserve to be treated as such. We believe that BCPSEA’s application to take back 15% of our salary and benefits for work “not done” is insulting.  We at Caulfeild have never put in more hours of our own time, after school, in the evenings and on weekends.  We are dedicated professionals who have worked above and beyond to implement our iDEC program. We don’t like to say no. We want to be successful. We are highly trained and passionate teachers who continue to teach, assess and inform parents of student progress in the usual manner.   How are B.C. teachers supposed to make ends meet with yet another zero salary increase? Perhaps rather than coaching or sponsoring teams and clubs on our personal time, we should re-claim those hours for ourselves and our families and perhaps tutor and subsidize our incomes by an extra $400 a week. Many teachers  have a second job to make ends meet. Where is the incentive for us to continue professional development when we aren’t considered professionals? Why does the government ignore the Supreme Court’s ruling on Bills 27 and 28? How does cutting funding for teacher-librarians support a need for increased literacy? Why are West Van parent volunteers expected to pick up the slack?  What are the less fortunate districts supposed to do?  This district, despite the successes you will see today, is underfunded by the government.  Fee-paying international students help make up much of your government’s shortfall.  Without them, much of what you see today would not be possible.  Our PAC’s also raise money to make up for your government’s lack of funding.  Radical change is not what we need now.  We need stability and proper funding. " Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 9:07 AM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 12 comments: UnknownDecember 2, 2011 at 5:02 PM To which he replied...?ReplyDelete AnonymousDecember 2, 2011 at 5:32 PM Thanks to the teachers of Caulfeild for taking a stand.ReplyDelete AnonymousDecember 2, 2011 at 6:01 PM As Shirley Bond was on the Prince George School Board and an active parent volunteer, I find it difficult to believe that she had last visited a classroom when she was in school herself. Perhaps this start to the blog post is influencing my reaction to the rest of the post. However, stating to the Minister that "[by] the very nature of what we do, we are caring, diligent, progressive and conscientious people", does seem to lead to the next part of that sentence being "and you're not". Would it be possible to phrase this message to the Minister in a more professional manner, one that is less adversarial?ReplyDelete AnonymousDecember 2, 2011 at 6:36 PM "[by] the very nature of what we do, we are caring, diligent, progressive and conscientious people", does seem to lead to the next part of that sentence being "and you're not". Which is completely true. I don't find the letter adversarial, I find it completely honest.ReplyDelete AnonymousDecember 2, 2011 at 10:19 PM I didn't find the letter unprofessional in the slightest,nor did I feel that the statement "[by] the very nature of what we do, we are caring, diligent, progressive and conscientious people" led to "and you're not". I felt it was an affirmation of those qualities that come into question whenever teachers are forced into any action on their own behalf.ReplyDelete Student teacher guyDecember 3, 2011 at 8:41 AM "Many teachers have a second job to make ends meet." Yikes. As a current B.Ed. student here in B.C. I find that disturbing. Do you have any data on that? Much thanks and, in any case, keep blogging. Your stuff is very informative.ReplyDelete AnonymousDecember 3, 2011 at 10:15 AM But surely there is a way to communicate with the Minister in a way that is less adversarial? If you're a teacher dealing with a student, for example, isn't it more effective to work in a little bit of praise about something, and then list things to work on? Why not start with an acknowledgement that both teachers and the people in the Ministry of Education are there because they want to help improve the lives of children through education? Talk about how teachers are a part of the conversation about the changes in the education system, and give some examples as to how things are changing in individual classrooms. Then move onto a discussion as to how West Vancouver is a fortunate district, due to having many rich parents supporting the district, and international students. This level of support is required for all districts, and all districts need stability and proper funding. For heavens sake - that's the best part of the letter. Why bury it at the bottom? Student teacher guy, I think you'll find that a number of beginning teachers may have a second job to make ends meet until they get a full time contract. I don't think you'll find that your typical full time teacher requires a second job.ReplyDelete AnonymousDecember 3, 2011 at 11:04 AM Who on earth is this person criticizing this letter?? My goodness. Do you work for George Abbott? I am not a teacher but is active int he school and have a couple friends who are teachers. What more do you want from teachers? Teachers try to stand up for once for themselves and they get knocked down. I would say good for those teachers for being a bit aggressive (to you, not to me) to fight for our education system. In fact, they should be more vocal and aggressive. Don't you think the government is being adversarial? George Abbott is the government. Student teacher: you will not get rich starting out but I know a few experienced teachers who are indeed, struggling. They take any job tutuoring, or marking for the government just to make ends meet. Lots of teachers have husbands who have very good jobs and that is their saving grace.ReplyDelete AnonymousDecember 4, 2011 at 9:03 PM I'd like to ask George to take the focus off the teachers and have a closer look at our principals. Good leadership is where it all begins and while some principals are fantastic at their jobs, some are just plain incompetent. So with regard to teacher bashing.....BACK OFF!ReplyDelete AnonymousDecember 5, 2011 at 9:54 AM This comment has been removed by a blog administrator.ReplyDelete 3G'sDecember 7, 2011 at 8:01 PM I tend to agree with Anonymous, but take issue with what Anonymous says about Anonymous' comment.ReplyDelete AnonymousDecember 10, 2011 at 10:59 AM student teacher needs to look into teaching in alberta, where funding to education cuts is being restored and the salary is 20,000.00 more a year. i am a 25 year teacher and that is 500,000.00 more over the course of my career. teachers are recognized and respected for their professional status. in fact, anyone in the health care or education field should consider alberta where real estate and cost of living is so much more manageable. housing costs in calgary are less than small town B.C. B.C. is bankrupt, take your degrees and run!!ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ▼  2011 (125) ▼  December (7) Fix the teacher? What about society bcedplan: a return to 19th century schooling? BC Education Minister announces 3% funding cut EduPlan or eduScam? Vancouver teacher Gerry Kent s... What's in the billions? The money stolen from BC k... High performing school system? Trust your teachers... Teachers read message to George Abbott ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
(20140930,accounts.google.com,https://accounts.google.com/ServiceLogin?service=oz&passive=1209600&continue=https://plus.google.com/?gpsrc%3Dgplp0,Google+ One account. All of Google. Sign in to continue to Google+ Email Password Stay signed in For your convenience, keep this checked. On shared devices, additional precautions are recommended. Learn more Need help? Create an account One Google Account for everything Google About Google Privacy & Terms Help ‪Afrikaans‬ ‪azərbaycan‬ ‪Bahasa Indonesia‬ ‪Bahasa Melayu‬ ‪català‬ ‪Čeština‬ ‪Dansk‬ ‪Deutsch‬ ‪eesti‬ ‪English (United Kingdom)‬ ‪English (United States)‬ ‪Español (España)‬ ‪Español (Latinoamérica)‬ ‪euskara‬ ‪Filipino‬ ‪Français (Canada)‬ ‪Français (France)‬ ‪galego‬ ‪Hrvatski‬ ‪isiZulu‬ ‪íslenska‬ ‪Italiano‬ ‪Kiswahili‬ ‪latviešu‬ ‪lietuvių‬ ‪magyar‬ ‪Nederlands‬ ‪norsk‬ ‪polski‬ ‪Português‬ ‪Português (Brasil)‬ ‪Português (Portugal)‬ ‪română‬ ‪Slovenčina‬ ‪slovenščina‬ ‪Suomi‬ ‪Svenska‬ ‪Tiếng Việt‬ ‪Türkçe‬ ‪Ελληνικά‬ ‪български‬ ‪монгол‬ ‪Русский‬ ‪Српски‬ ‪Українська‬ ‪ქართული‬ ‪հայերեն‬ ‫עברית‬‎ ‫اردو‬‎ ‫العربية‬‎ ‫فارسی‬‎ ‪አማርኛ‬ ‪नेपाली‬ ‪मराठी‬ ‪हिन्दी‬ ‪বাংলা‬ ‪ગુજરાતી‬ ‪தமிழ்‬ ‪తెలుగు‬ ‪ಕನ್ನಡ‬ ‪മലയാളം‬ ‪සිංහල‬ ‪ไทย‬ ‪ລາວ‬ ‪ខ្មែរ‬ ‪한국어‬ ‪中文（香港）‬ ‪日本語‬ ‪简体中文‬ ‪繁體中文‬)
(20141003,www.youtube.com,https://www.youtube.com/api/timedtext?caps=asr&expire=1412385810&hl=en_US&signature=4E5734DE3E9FD0B23715AC4C01D28D6C4A312664.ADD297F35331BE45E2C434A6D2144BC878D3E8B5&asr_langs=de%2Cko%2Cja%2Cen%2Ces%2Cit%2Cfr%2Cru%2Cpt%2Cnl&sparams=asr_langs%2Ccaps%2Cv%2Cexpire&key=yttt1&v=ja7sBU62IhQ,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8670,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, Number 6, May/June 2004 Readers write Wonderful surprise in Teacher I went to my box first period this morning looking for some excuse to avoid the Macbeth response journals I needed to mark. There I found my Teacher newsmagazine—perfect! I sat behind my desk and began my usual reading ritual—check out the letters (Did anyone I know write in?), scan the "Looking back" section. After 12 years of teaching, I am starting to recognize some of the stories mentioned, and then begin the article browsing (I like the ones that profile interesting programs in other schools). Then I came to the article on the new teachers and student teachers’ conference. I read with interest the comments from the newcomers to the profession I have always loved. I started to reminisce about why I became a teacher and who had influenced me the most. I even remembered funny stories from my first few years; although I think I have funnier stories now. I remembered my sponsor teachers at Cariboo Hill Secondary School, Sherry Armstrong and Bob Kirby—then I turned the page! What a wonderful surprise to find an article about the sponsor teacher I had just been remembering with such fondness! Bob Kirby taught me so much in the four months I spent in his classroom. He was an excellent teacher and mentor, and I can’t help but think how lucky Karen Larsen was to be a student in his Grade 11 English class. Bob taught me how to be comfortable in front of students because he was confident in me, and he had an awesome sense of humour, as can be attested by the "fake" final report he wrote for me before my final evaluation. Thank you Teacher for including this kind of writing in our newsmagazine. Sometimes we seem so caught up in all the politics of education, we need to be reminded of the reasons we are here and who helped to make us the teachers we are today. Thank you, Bob and Sherry, for being the best sponsor teachers and for providing me with a full toolbox that I still use today! Lenora Poulin Hope Weekend to end breast cancer As you are the most respected leaders of learning, I come to you requesting your support in teaching the people of British Columbia that we have the power to change the world and end breast cancer, by walking in The Weekend to End Breast Cancer benefiting the B.C. Cancer Foundation. It is a life-changing adventure during one amazing weekend, August 20-22, 2004. Thousands of women and men will unite in Vancouver to walk 60 km in a bold display of courage and commitment. With your support, awareness will grow, and millions of dollars will be raised. It will be a weekend of hope, as we honour lives lost, celebrate survivors, and help bring breast cancer care to those who so desperately need it. This extraordinary weekend is about finding the hero in yourself and discovering strength you never knew you had. The money you help raise by participating will benefit the B.C. Cancer Foundation in support of breakthrough breast cancer research and treatment at the B.C. Cancer Agency. One in every nine Canadian women will be diagnosed with breast cancer. Maybe someone in your life has been affected: mother, sister, daughter, or perhaps a teacher who taught you to believe in yourself and go the distance. The Weekend to End Breast Cancer is your chance to make a bold statement in the fight against this disease. It’s your chance to be a hero for someone you love or someone you may never even meet. For more information, visit www.endcancer.ca, or call 604-684-9255. Job action needed I am writing to encourage you to guide the BCTF towards taking job action. I believe job action by the BCTF is warranted on three grounds. The first and most important, is for us to protest Bill 19. The arrogant overriding of the B.C. Supreme Court must be grounds for action. If we do not take action, then the government has won. This is a powerful issue; we are law abiding, and have won in the courts. The government’s actions are dictatorial, and should be actively opposed by the BCTF membership. Second, we should be protesting the B.C. College of Teachers’ developments. We are all well aware of what is occurring and job action needs to be taken in order for us to stop this destruction of our professional integrity. Finally, we should be taking job action to protest the on-going cuts to educational budgets. We should be taking a leadership position in our community, not just honouring picket lines erected by other unions. I look forward to constructive debate, and hopefully some direction from the Executive. Bert Slater Saanich Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20170418,bctf.ca,http://bctf.ca/history/rooms/BargainingDetail.aspx?id=39406,BCTF Online Museum > Bargaining  Welcome Rooms Collections Resources Search Menu Rooms  >  Collective Bargaining 1987 Bills 19 & 20 In 1985, the Federation launched a Charter challenge claiming that the denial of full bargaining rights for teachers was a violation of the Charter of Rights and Freedoms. In response, in 1987 the provincial Social Credit government passed Bills 19 and 20, giving teachers full bargaining rights at the local level, including the right to strike, but removing statutory membership in the BCTF. Principals and vice principals were removed from the bargaining units and became managers in school districts. A College of Teachers was established to attempt to take over the “professional” functions of teachers from the BCTF. Nevertheless, the BCTF organized and co-ordinated its 76 locals to sign up teachers into the BCTF and to opt for, in every local, the “union” model for bargaining. And when elections for the College of Teachers were held, BCTF-endorsed candidates won all 15 of the elected spots on the board. What emerged in bargaining was a system of co-ordinated local negotiations. Locals were the bargaining units charged with the responsibility of negotiating collective agreements with their school boards.  See Gaining Full Bargaining Rights by Ken Novakowski, Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 12, Number 6, April 2000, for more.   BCTF Newsletters from March 1987 through February 1988 featured articles.Click below for the full issues. March 1987 April 1987 May 1987       June 1987 November 1987 February 1988 © 201617 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=31645&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2014 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 26, Number 4, Jan./Feb. 2014   Mental health: Know the signs of despair  by Chris Holt   I spend a great deal of time talking about youth suicide as the full-time executive co-director of NEED2, a youth suicide prevention non-profit in Victoria. It’s not something most people discuss every day, in fact, it’s a topic that most folks have difficulty discussing at all. The stigma and fear around this topic still pervades our relationships regardless of recent media coverage of Retaeh Parsons, Amanda Todd, and anti-bullying legislation. We fear contagion, we fear implanting ideas, we fear not being able to help, and we are troubled by the lack of resources when youth do reach out. And yet Statistics Canada has data showing two youth die by suicide every day in Canada. Suicide is the second leading cause of death among secondary school aged youth and some 25 to 30 students kill themselves every year in BC. If you have a classroom filled with youth, odds are some students are thinking about it. The fact a youth is seriously considering suicide is indicative of deep distress and they need help. While suicide intervention/prevention training comes in many forms including ASIST Training, Mental Health First Aid, and others, teachers do not often have the time or financial resources to commit to these extensive training programs. While many teachers successfully rely on their own instincts and experience, compassion and related training to help a youth, they may still hesitate to discuss this issue with a student, may miss some of the signs, and may not feel confident in broaching the subject. Yet the burden is always upon them to respond if they see something amiss with a student. Since 1996, we at NEED2 have been working with lower Vancouver Island schools to introduce middle- and secondary-school students, teachers, and staff to the dynamics of youth suicide conversations. Through our classroom presentations, NEED2’s volunteers discuss the dynamics of suicide and how youth can help each other. Our work in schools has given us direct evidence that supports the current research on the numbers of youth who consider suicide. In every class there are youth who disclose to our volunteers that they or a friend needs to talk. In those instances we connect them to school counsellors and ensure they receive help. We also connect youth to our online crisis portal Youthspace.ca, which provides youth with connection to trained volunteers for chatting and texting about their emotional issues and how to get help. We have discovered that for teachers the fact that so many students contemplate this act is disturbing and they often request short introductory training sessions that can help them make informed approaches to one of their students. And while we can accommodate schools within lower Vancouver Island, we cannot provide services across the province. We have three programs available on our website at NEED2.ca. The secondary-oriented courses are less than $30. The commission on these programs is quite reasonable and so by taking a course you help to contribute to funding our national crisis service Youthspace.ca, as well as our Whole School Suicide Awareness programming. Middle-school educators’ program At-Risk for Middle School Educators uses uniquely effective and engaging educational gaming technology to prepare educators to identify, approach, and refer at-risk middle-school-aged students. In the simulation, users learn by engaging in conversations with emotionally responsive student avatars that show signs of psychological distress including depression, anxiety, and thoughts of suicide. High school educators’ program Users assume the role of an educator and engage in conversations with three emotionally responsive student avatars that exhibit signs of psychological distress. These avatars “react” to users’ decisions, effectively replicating real-life interactions. Through this virtual role-play, users adopt effective conversational tactics and motivational interviewing techniques to effectively: • broach the topic of psychological distress. • motivate the student to seek help. • avoid common pitfalls such as attempting to diagnose the problem or giving unwarranted advice. The training programs were developed by Kognito Interactive with input from nationally recognized mental health experts and over 250 high school educators in the US. Introduced in 2010, the program is listed in Section III of the Suicide Prevention Resource Center and the American Foundation for Suicide Prevention Best Practices’ Registry and has been adopted by state agencies and non-profits to train over 200,000 teachers in seven states including Texas, Ohio, New Mexico, Alaska, Arizona, and New York. You can see more about the training at http://need2.ca/on-line-training and the courses can be taken at anytime. For more information on NEED2 you can check out our Website at NEED2.ca and please check out Youthspace.ca as a resource for your students. _______________  Chris Holt is Executive Co-director of NEED2   )
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=17598,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 5, March 2009  Social activists: The next generation By Jan Thorsen They are the largest network of children helping children through education in the world. They have built more than 450 schools, provided education to over 40,000 children every day, and have helped 505,000 families obtain access to medical care. When you phone their office, they answer their phones with “we are the generation we have been waiting for.” They are the Free the Children organization, and like their founder, Craig Kielburger, are well-known throughout the BCTF. For those of you who don’t know of Free the Children’s history, it was founded when 12-year-old Craig Kielburger read of the murder of Iqbal Masih, a 12-year-old carpet factory labourer who had spoken out against child labour. Kielburger was shocked. When he brought the article to school to show his class, he was inspired to create an organization that would help children around the world. And the rest, as they say, is history. But as we all know, any well-run organization is also the sum of its parts. And the parts that comprise Free the Children include their tireless workers. Meet Shelby Pearce and Matthew Cimone. Pearce is an 18-year-old from a small town in southern Ontario. She got involved when Free the Children gave a presentation to the students at her secondary school. She was struck by the enthusiasm of the presenters and the lure of the “me-to-we” message that encourages youth to make a difference. After graduation, she joined the Leaders Today team with a passion for inspiring youth citizenship around the world. Cimone, a 26-year-old from Thunderbay, Ontario, joined the Leaders Today with a dream of encouraging young people to ask the hard questions about poverty and injustice. His passion for social justice arose from trips to Uganda and Sierra Leone where he witnessed the ravages of civil war. While in Africa, he was profoundly touched by the courageous stories of the people he met who continued to work for a just society despite daunting odds. As a team, Cimone and Pearce have crisscrossed Canada and parts of the United States as part of the “Millennium in Motion Youth Speaking and Leadership Tour” that promotes the UN millennium development goals. Teachers instinctively know that the ideas of social justice that Free the Children impart go beyond Christmas food hampers, teaching a virtues lesson, or collecting pennies for various causes. While these activities are laudable, they need to go beyond the scope of isolated events and become imbedded in the social justice fabric as a conscious political act that embodies all that we do in and out of the classroom. The British Columbia Teachers’ Federation for Action on Social Justice (CASJ) has developed a “lens that applies social justice theory to social justice work in our union to help guide policy, plan actions, and frame resources for social change with maximum impact.” The CASJ social justice lens has four distinct yet supportive and interactive sections: Access—all facets of society open to all Agency—the intention to effect change Advocacy—skills that effect change Solidarity action—collectively working for change At the core of this social justice lens is the need for the efforts of social activists to result in systematic changes leading to an equitable society. During a panel discussion at the recent social justice conference held in Vancouver, Dr. Paul Shaker, dean of education at SFU, outlined that the teaching profession is a “great reservoir of social liberal thought” and so we must be “conscious of the notion of citizenship and civic responsibility.” Social justice is liberating to the person who does it, and as teachers we have opportunities to reinforce the notions of getting outside of ourselves and spur our students on to a “path of enlightened self-interest and realization.” Lofty goals perhaps, but haven’t we teachers always wanted the best for our students? In Nanaimo, we have been very fortunate to be the beneficiaries of Free the Children outreach programs. Close to 500 secondary school and elementary student leaders have participated in leadership training workshops. The message that is given to our young student leaders is not complicated. Work together. Start small. Channel your own interest and passion into positive action. Students are never too young to contribute and make a difference locally or globally. I have heard Mathew Cimone’s and Shelby Pearce’s speeches many times. While they are talking, I look at the audience and observe their rapt attention. The swarms of eager students who gather around them after their presentations are a testament to the empathy of youth and the desire to join with others for social change. On a personal level, these student leaders’ energy and commitment have touched my heart. They have given me a sense of renewed hope that the seeds planted by BCTF social justice activists throughout the years found fertile ground. Their legacy of hope and courage will long be felt in the Nanaimo/ Ladysmith district. They have shown me that indeed, this is the generation we have been waiting for. Millennium youth tour would not have been possible without the generous donation from the National Bank of Canada and the Canadian International Development Agency. For more information go to: www.freethechildren.com/index.php Jan Thorsen is a gifted/enrichment resource teacher, Nanaimo. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/BargainingAndContracts.aspx?id=4942&printPage=true,BCTF > Misconstruing " essential"  	Bargaining and contracts  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Bargaining and Contracts > Bargaining Rights Misconstruing “essential” by Peggy Salaberry It’s very far away now, 40 years in the past, the wood and varnish scent of the classroom where my teacher formally introduced me to logic. I still remember it though, those mathlike language ways of representing thought. If A equals B and B equals C, then A equals C. Sounds reasonable enough. "All cows eat grass. Bossy is a cow. Darned if Bossy won’t be out there eating grass with the rest of the cows." I learned back in logic class, too, that logic can be flawed, that there are a lot of tricks people play to make thought sound logical when it is not. One trick is the fourth term. "Grass gets you high. Bossy eats grass. Therefore Bossy is as high as a kite." Bossy and high are terms one and two. Grass is the third and the fourth term, because it has two meanings. So, logically the conclusion doesn’t work. This is what Gordon Campbell has done with his advertising campaign about schools and essential services. Education, he argues, is essential. What is essential should be protected. Therefore, his government (should it exist) must enact legislation to protect education. Gordon Campbell is playing with words, because both education and essential, in this context, have two meanings. There is education, the ongoing experience that builds to form a body of knowledge, attitudes, and skills. However, this is not the same thing as the set of days, taken individually or in small groups, where a student misses school for any number of reasons–illness or trips to Disneyland. The child has, regrettably perhaps, lost some days of school, but he or she has not missed out on an education. Essential is tricky in the same way. That big "E" education is said to be essential. It gets you ahead in life. It enriches everything you do. Still, that’s an item different from essential, such as one cannot live without it. What is lost when a public service involved in education goes on strike is the convenience of a set routine. It is difficult for families to regroup and make alternative arrangements. No one is happy about this, but when all is said and done, the students will still be educated. On the flip-side of this argument is another consideration: People’s rights, and this includes families and children, are more threatened than protected by this proposed legislation. The legislation on essential-service designation for education seeks to curtail permanently and incisively the right to collective action. No one likes the inconvenience of a strike, least of all the workers on strike, but over and over and over again, the right to take job action has promoted the health, safety, security, and well-being of workers and their families. I am thankful to my logic teacher for the lesson she taught so long ago. I may have missed the lesson the first time around. I may have been absent that day, but she repeated the information, and it was included in the text, and I reviewed it before the test, and it has been very useful, if not essential, in teasing the truth from the statements of politicians. Peggy Salaberry, a member of the BCTF Bargaining Team, is on leave from Central Okanagan.)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media last tweet "" @ - 12:00am Follow @ last post "" facebook/ - Jan 1st Like Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140925,www.familiesfundingteachers.ca,http://www.familiesfundingteachers.ca/wp-includes/js/plupload/js/Moxie.xap,404 Not Found Not Found The requested URL /wp-includes/js/plupload/js/Moxie.xap was not found on this server. Apache/2.2.22 (Debian) Server at www.familiesfundingteachers.ca Port 80)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "Eid Mubarak to all those celebrating in BC!" @bcliberals - 06:52pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13780,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > March 1998 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 10, Number 5, March 1998 Gay and lesbian students speak out on stress and violence at school by Nancy Knickerbocker However fervently the fundamentalist elements in society wish to deny it, gay, lesbian, and bisexual people are present in every walk of life and social class, in every culture and community. Yet, until recently, "the love that dares not speak its name" has remained shrouded in myth and misinformation. Today more and more people, young and old, are challenging the homophobia that permeates our society and its institutions, including schools. In their struggle to embody and articulate their authentic identity, those who dare to speak out challenge the status quo in a fundamental way. The young people featured in this article are pioneers in the movement for recognition of gay and lesbian youth. We salute them. Brent Power used to enjoy his after-school job at a Port Moody hamburger joint, a hang-out for the kids from the local secondary school. But one day a guy came in and said to Brent in a belligerent tone, "So-I hear you called me a fag." "Excuse me?" Brent said. "Why would I do that?" As an openly gay teen, he would be the last person to use that most provocative of putdowns. Brent realized that the fellow and a couple of his buddies were deliberately trying to provoke a fight. He tried to get them to calm down, but without success. "As I left the restaurant, these three guys jumped me, got me down and started kicking me with their combat boots. This one guy just kept kicking me in the head until everything went black." Michelle Fraser still gets scared when she remembers what happened to her one night outside a White Rock hockey rink, where she'd had a great time cheering on the Surrey Eagles. A 17-year-old lesbian, Michelle has endured harassment, name-calling, hair-pulling, being spat upon, and being pushed into school lockers. But the vicious assault she suffered that night was beyond anything she had previously feared. "After the hockey game, this girl came up and started pushing me around. Let me tell you, she was big! She began hitting and kicking me, and then there were three of these girls and they just totally beat me up. I was bleeding from my mouth and everything. It was brutal. After that I was scared to death to even leave my house." Shocking? Yes. Unusual? Unfortunately not. For untold numbers of gay and lesbian teens in B.C. schools, such traumatic experiences are commonplace. Recent interviews with sexual-minority students in the Lower Mainland revealed that, for them, harassment, humiliation, fear, and physical intimidation are the norm. "I've been threatened lots of times to the point where I'm afraid to go to school," says Grade 11 student Aaron Rennie. "Some people get really insane when they want to beat you up," says Victoria Henry. By way of example, she tells how a group of kids once followed her onto her homebound bus and taunted her for the next 45 minutes. "They were basically talking about how they wanted to kill me," she recalls. "You learn to change the route you take to and from school, and to make sure you never leave without your friends." "It's a daily thing, but how can you tell your teachers you're being gay-bashed?" Brent asks. "If you complain about your treatment, they say, 'Don't be a sissy, deal with it,'" says Romi Chandra, a New Westminster student who formed B.C.'s first Gay-Straight Alliance for students at his old school in Maple Ridge. "After I came out," he says, "other gay students started coming out to me instead of talking to the counsellors. We didn't know who to trust among the teachers until one librarian came and talked to us, and asked us about which books she could get for the library. We totally clung to her. She helped us set up a group and gave us space to meet in the library." Clearly, sexual-minority kids are looking for empathetic advocates at school, but they say their needs are often misunderstood. Victoria says that when she came out to her school counsellor, he asked her how it felt to be the only homosexual student in the school. "The only one? Come on," she snorted. "But you tell them something that has taken you so long to come to terms with, and then they treat it like it's nothing." Little wonder that sexual-minority students drop out at a great rate. They often transfer from one school to the next, trying to find a place to fit in. Some refuse to go to school for weeks at a time, and then have to deal with the anger and frustration of parents and teachers who can't understand why a perfectly capable child is doing so poorly. Brent and Victoria-both bright, articulate, engaging young people-were both placed in remedial classes because of prolonged truancy. "I skipped so much school last year that I failed two out of six courses, and they put me in these boring remedial classes," Victoria said. "Now I'm getting As because I'm in a school where the zero tolerance policy is actually enforced." Brent recounts his experience of one school's interpretation of zero tolerance for violence. "One time in science class, this guy who knows I'm gay started saying how he'd kill himself if he were gay-stuff like that. When I called him on it, the guy pulls out a knife and threatens to stab me after school." Brent went to the principal immediately. In the end, the offending student was asked to leave the school because of carrying a weapon, but nothing was done to address the harassment or the death threat. "Things like that wouldn't happen if we had a proactive policy about homophobia," Brent concludes. Feeling safe at school is important for all youth, but especially for sexual minority students who carry the strain of keeping their orientation secret. Romi says, "You have to watch every step you take, everything you say." Brent agrees. "It's very strenuous to be in the closet. It's like being on stage 24-7 (24 hours a day, seven days a week)," he says. "Being out gives me a feeling of integrity." Nancy Knickerbocker is the BCTF's communications officer. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/BargainingAndContracts.aspx?id=23594&printPage=true,BCTF Bargaining > K to 12 Education Funding is in comparative Free Fall  	Bargaining and contracts  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Bargaining & Collective Agreements > Bargaining 2011/12 > Research Roundup K to 12 Education Funding is in comparative Free Fall The low government priority for elementary and secondary education is made clear in comparative examination of government expenditures. One measure of priority is the amount government spends on a service as a percentage of the Gross Domestic Product (GDP). The GDP is the calculation of the total amount of goods and services in the provincial economy. The expenditure on K-12 public education in BC as a percentage of the GDP has fallen from 3.6% in 2000-01 to 3.1% in 2007-08. Similarly, K-12 funding as a percentage of the total provincial budget has dropped from 19.67% in 2001-02 to 15.34% in 2009-10. The pattern continues when looking at the percentage of provincial spending on education. In 2000-01 60% of the provincial education expenditures went to the K-12 sector. By 2010-11 that had fallen to 52%. What about the government’s repeated claim of “highest funding ever” for public schools? While dollar amounts have gone up, they have not kept pace with the increases in inflation and the costs downloaded onto school districts. In the disclosure in the BC Supreme Court case on Bills 27 and 28, the government said that the Treasury Board estimated that the “savings” from cutting class size and other services would save the government $275 million a year when the bills were passed. The Bank of Canada inflation calculator indicates that would be the equivalent of $336 million in today’s dollars. More information on education finance is available here.  )
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=10130,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 5, April 2003 What can B.C. learn from Ontario? Dr. Kenneth Leithwood’s description of Ontario’s conservative educational reform pointed to many similarities with B.C.’s current neo-Liberal educational reform. Initially, both provinces’ reforms were met with outrage by public educators and with apparent indifference by parents, administrators, and trustees. In Ontario, it soon became evident that the so-called reform had many shortcomings, predicted at the outset by educators and later confirmed by the other stakeholders. Sound familiar? Here in B.C. we are reeling from the attacks of Bills 27 and 28 as well as the continued underfunding of public education. However, we must be buoyed by Ontario’s Rozanski report, which clearly points to many flaws in the Harris government’s educational master plan. More important, the report also points to essential educational re-reform, including an infusion of $2 billion into Ontario’s public school system. Leithwood gave credit to Ontario’s teachers and parents for keeping the ideals of a quality and fully funded public education system a political priority. I hope B.C.’s teachers, individually, as local association members, and as members of the BCTF, continue to accept the responsibility of building coalitions that will work to slow down, stop, and turn around Campbell’s run-away educational defunding train. Two important lessons can be learned from Ontario’s experience: we teachers can make a difference, and there is light at the end of the tunnel. – Chris Arcari, Langley   I’ve heard that the so-called educational reforms in Ontario have jeopardized the education of a generation of students. We should be aware that the education of our children is threatened as B.C. heads down the Ontario path. The lack of funding, the increase in class size, the loss of support services, and the closing of schools put the educational success of our students at risk. Crowding more students into a classroom means that the needs of all students cannot be met. When important interventions at an early age are missed, learning difficulties are likely to be perpetuated, and students are then denied their right to reach their full potential. This is certainly a cost to the individual, but also a cost to society. By not ensuring that the educational system is appropriately funded, the government, and all the educational partners who refuse to speak out against insufficient funding, will be responsible for depriving students of an appropriate education and creating an underclass of poorly served individuals who can only feel rejected by their society. We will undoubtedly find that the cost of managing this dissatisfied and disenfranchised underclass will be a greater cost in the long run. – Sandra Davie, Prince George   It is important for B.C. teachers to learn about the Ontario government’s attack on education. In spite of heroic efforts by well-educated, highly professional teachers, it appears that the government listens only to coalitions run by parents. It behooves us, therefore, to strengthen our ties with parent groups, PACs, and special-needs groups. Teachers who are parents should also consider becoming more vocal on PACs in their local schools. It is time to remind the government that the same people who voted them in can, and will, vote them out if they do not revise their under-researched slash-and-burn policies. It is time to consider the needs of our children. It is time to become active in coalitions that seek to encourage the government to correctly fund education. – Jeanie Lucas, Delta Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=6952&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, No. 7, May/June 2006 Ten new BCTF lesson aids 1 LA 9980 — Teacher Planbook by Schoolhouse Publications Inc., 308 p. ©2006 This 22 cm x 28 cm book contains an August to August two-page per month "Month at a Glance" section, 196 pp.—daily plans, 16 pp.—seating plan/class lists/comments, 4 pp.—timetables, 4 pp—meetings log, 8 pp—parent communication, 40 pp—record keeping, 2 pp.—resources, and 5 pp—telephone and address directory. The front and back covers are laminated and the book is 3-hole punched. $17.95. 2 LA 9509 Global Climate Change: An Interactive Activity Booklet for Kids. by Cathryn Moffett with Victoria International Development Education Association Youth Group, 17 p. ©2005. This illustrated black and white activity booklet meets the prescribed learning outcomes for Grades 3–5 for earth and space science and social studies for the environment. This workbook is a fun and hands-on way for children to learn about the causes and effects of climate change. It can be used as a compliment to the VIDEA workshop as a classroom activity, or as a take-home project. This booklet contains a wide variety of activities and information as a way of engaging different types of learners. For ages 8–10. $6.95. 3 LA 9510—Fraser River Estuary—Surrey/Delta Bird Habitats by Untamed Spirits Publishing, 34 p. ©2006. This colourful photo journal and resource book relates the hidden treasure and irreplaceable resource of Canada’s wilderness heritage. Located just south of Vancouver, BC, the Fraser River estuary plays host annually to millions of migratory birds along the Pacific Flyway. This book presents a portrait of this wildlife spectacle of birds and their habitats. Feature habitats include the Fraser River Estuary, Boundary Bay, Serpentine Fen, Elgin Heritage Park, Blackie Spit Park and Semiahmoo Peninsula Shoreline, George C. Reifel Migratory Bird Sanctuary, Brunswick Point and Ladner Marsh and Burns Bog. All ages. $6.95. 4 LA 9204—Prime Ministers of Canada by LearnSmart Publishing Co. 2 p. ©2006. Double-sided and laminated bilingual (English/French) ready-reference sheet of the 19 Prime Ministers from John Macdonald to Paul Martin. Sheet fits into a 3-hole binder. Grades 4+, $3.95 5 LA 9223—Flags of the World by LearnSmart Publishing Co. 2 p. ©2006. Double-sided, colourful and laminated bilingual (English/ French) ready-reference sheet of the flags of the world for 92 countries and four international organizations. Fits into a 3-hole binder. Grades 4+. $3.95 6 LA2576B Weaving a Country—Teacher's Guide by Wilma Maki, 34 p. ©2005. This teacher's guide for LA2576A—Weaving a Country: Stories from Canadian Immigrants, will help teachers incorporate the text material into existing social studies or language arts programs, or to develop a special unit on immigration for students in Grades 5–7. The guide was designed to expand on the ideas in the text through activities that will meet individual classroom needs. The guide provides discussion questions and activities for each of the five chapter readings and includes seven blackline masters. Grades 5–7. $15.95. LA 2576A—Weaving a Country: Stories from Canadian immigrants. $16.95 7 LA F9917—Techniques d’impact en classe Danie Beaulieu, 174 p. ©2001. Des objets simples servent à transmettre des connaissances intellectuelles et scolaires tout en nourissant les qualités humaines chez l’élève. Avec ces techniques d’impact, l’élève intègre ses nouveaux savoirs plus rapidement, plus profondément et avec plus d’intensité. M-12. $37.95 8 LA F8008—Émergence de l’écrit Andrée Gaudreau, 300 p. ©2005. Le principal objectif de cet ouvrage est de contribuer de façon significative, au moyen d‚unse intervention précoce ciblant le processus d‚émergence de l’écrit, à la prévention des difficultés d’apprentissage en lecture et en écriture. Chacune des 142 activités cible une ou des intentions pédagogiques portant sur la conscience métalinguistique (ex. conscience phonologique) ou le développement des habiletés auditives ou visuelles : attention, discrimination et mémoire de travail. M-3e $67.95 9 LA F9002—L’art de communiquer oralement : jeux et exercices d’expression orale Cathy Miyata, 174 p. ©2004. Ce livre propose diverses stratégies, techniques et activités reliées aux présentations orales. 3e-12e $39.95 10 F9912—Les cartes d’organisation d’idées : une façon efficace de structurer sa pensée Sirois Gervais, Nancy Margulies. 111 p. ©2005. Cet ouvrage illustre des techniques reliées à l’utilisation de cartes d’organisation d’idées (carte mentale et conceptuelle) en salle de classe. $39.95. More curriculum resources and information are available at www.bcalmer.ca. To order any of the above lesson aids, enclose a cheque payable to the BCTF or authorized purchase order to BCTF Lesson Aids Service 100-550 West 6th Ave., Vancouver, BC V5Z 4P2 or telephone 604-871-2180 or toll free 1-800-663-9163, Local 2180, with a Visa or Mastercard. GST and postage/handling are included in the prices. Orders are sent by return mail. Lesson Aids office and display room hours: 9:00-5:00 Mon. to Fri. from Sept. to June; 9:00-5:00 Tues. to Fri. during July and Aug.; 9:00-12:00 on Sat. during Sept., Oct., Jan., and Feb. bctf.ca/LessonAids)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "Eid Mubarak to all those celebrating in BC!" @bcliberals - 06:52pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2011/06/strategic-facilities-plans-plan-for.html?showComment=1307423058458,Staffroom Confidential: Strategic facilities plans - a plan for more school closures? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Monday, June 6, 2011 Strategic facilities plans - a plan for more school closures? Every District in BC was asked by the Ministry to make a long term strategic plan for their facilities use. Many have chosen to contract out this work to a company called "Stantec consulting", which has produced a sort of boiler plate report for multiple districts. I have only looked in detail at the report for Greater Victoria, but is is evident that there are some serious flaws in the report. The full report is available here: http://www.sd61.bc.ca/finsrvs/ops1011/agendas/2011_06_13.pdf The report barely mentions the single biggest issue with respect to long term facilities planning: the opening of catchments. In 2002, the BC Liberals allowed parents to "select" a school, rather than having to register for their neighborhood school. This has created a huge amount of chaos in the enrollment and registration processes. It has led to less choice in many schools (fewer students means fewer course offerings), and a lot of staffing changes. Typically now, many teachers are laid off in May when enrollments are very uncertain, and then rehired in September when the enrollments firm up. This means many classes experience multiple teachers during the month of September. It also means facilities planning has been very difficult - particularly when Districts do not seem to want ANY empty space. Doncaster school just underwent a renovation and removed classrooms, and the following year portables were needed to accommodate the new Kindergarten classes. While the report suggests "limiting enrollment" in a few schools, it does not examine the issue of open catchments holistically, even though it is one of the primary sources of problems for school planning, including facilities planning. The Victoria report includes in it's "principles" for facilities planning: * strive for increased efficiency in operational and capital costs * optimize administrative costs within the available funding It is no doubt these principles will result in plans with portables on fields, rather than extra space in schools. The report indicates the District should be enabled to: "decommission space". Extra space is "less efficient". From an educational perspective, extra space is a dream - the ability to have small groups work in separate areas, set up additional learning environments, and have adequate space for teacher preparation time. Perhaps the biggest flaw in the report is the use of 2020 as an end date. Using this date means this "planning" exercise might actually create a space crisis in the years to follow. Enrollment projections are available to 2028. Yet the report only uses data to 2020. The projections for Secondary enrollment dip and bottom out in 2017. But the Kindergarten numbers show that after 2020, there will be a long term and significant increase at all levels. If decisions are made based on the low numbers in the "dips", there will be insufficient space immediately afterwords. The Victoria numbers show almost no change in total headcount between 2010 and 2019. Yet the Kindergarten numbers for BC show an increase of 7000 across BC in that same period (about a 20%) increase. This means the 15 years beyond 2020 are going to look very different than the ten years leading up to 2020. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 11:32 AM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 1 comment: David BratzerJune 6, 2011 at 10:04 PM I wrote an essay about this in the Times-Colonist back on May 20. It's great to see this issue is getting some attention. These school district facility plans have become a gold mine for private consultants across the province.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ▼  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ▼  June (14) Saanich board convinces gov't to release hold-back... BC teachers vote 90% in favour of job action Trustees give raise for themselves, but propose ze... Why does the CUPW dispute matter for teachers and ... Community Social Services workers prepare for job ... BCPSEA, Gov't and Trustees: Proposing Wisconsin No... A 21st Century Educator Personalized Learning: Portfolio writ large? The myth of the "me too" clause Saanich Board submits deficit budget BCPSEA: Fostering division and polarization or pro... Wondering what "personlized learning" means? Just ... Strategic facilities plans - a plan for more schoo... Back to the Future? Will the Liberals under Christ... ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/?lang=ur,Welcome to Twitter - Login or Sign up ٹوئٹر زبان: اردو العربية فارسی Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 کیا آپ کا اکاؤنٹ ہے؟ سائن ان کریں ٹوئٹر پرنئے ہیں؟ آج ہی شامل ہو جائیں » سائن ان Phone, email or username پاس ورڈ سائن ان کریں مجھے یاد رکھیں پاس ورڈ بھول گئے؟ پہلے سے بذریعہ ٹیکسٹ پیغام ٹوئٹر استعمال کر رہے ہیں؟ ٹوئٹر پر خوش آمدید. اپنے دوستوں اور دوسرے دلچسپ لوگوں کے ساتھ رابطے میں رہیں- اپنی دلچسپی کے قابل چیزوں سے متعلق فوری اپ ڈیٹس حاصل کریں- اور تقریبات کو ہر زاویہ سے ظاہر ہوتے اور پھیلتے ہوئے دیکھیں- Okay, okay, okay! #Sasquatch2014 ٹویٹ اور تصویر منجانب @laurenlemon 8:20 PM - 24 May 2014 Our gorgeous Earth at night under a #fullmoon ٹویٹ اور تصویر منجانب @astro_reid 4:20 PM - 12 Jul 2014 Paris, at sunset, after a rainstorm ٹویٹ اور تصویر منجانب @timtrueman 5:02 PM - 28 Apr 2014 Breakfast at the peak of Kilimanjaro with @bilal_kabalan. ٹویٹ اور تصویر منجانب @GoPro 3:13 PM - 10 Jul 2014 here's me dealing with certain javascript errors at 7:30am this morning ٹویٹ اور تصویر منجانب @couch 11:01 AM - 6 May 2014 Never miss a beat of @Lollapalooza. Set your reminder for the Livestream at http://win.gs/lollalive #Lolla ٹویٹ اور تصویر منجانب @redbull 10:01 AM - 10 Jul 2014 سائن ان کریں مجھے یاد رکھیں · پاس ورڈ بھول گئے؟ ٹوئٹر پرنئے ہیں؟ شمولیت اختیار کریں ٹوئٹر پر سائن اپ کریں Twitter.com جاوا اسکرپٹ کا بھرپور استعمال کرتا ہے اگر آپ اپنے براؤزر کی ترجیحات میں اسے فعال نہیں کر سکتے ہیں، آپ کو ہماری موبائل سائٹ پر بہتر تجربہ ہو سکتا ہے. Twitter.com براؤزر کوکیز کا بھرپور استعمال کرتا ہے براہ مہربانی لاگ ان کرنے سے پہلے اپنے براؤزر کی ترجیحات میں کوکیز فعال کریں۔ ٹوئٹر کے بارے میں · مدد · بلاگ · اسٹیٹس · روزگار · شرائط · پرائیویسی · کوکیز · اشتہارات کی معلومات · برانڈ · اشتہارات دیں · کاروبار · میڈیا · ڈویلپرز · ڈائریکٹری · © 2014 Twitter برخاست بند کریں سابقہ آگے بند کریں شخص کی پروفائل پر جائیں محفوظ شدہ تلاشیں ختم کریں تصدیق شدہ اکاؤنٹ @ تجویز کردہ صارفین تصدیق شدہ اکاؤنٹ @ تصدیق شدہ اکاؤنٹ @ بند کریں کیا آپ یہ اپنے فالورز کو ریٹویٹ کرنا چاہتے ہیں؟ منسوخ کریں ریٹویٹ بند کریں کیا آپ واقعی یہ ٹویٹ حذف کرنا چاہتے ہیں؟ منسوخ کریں حذف کریں بند کریں بلاک کریں منسوخ کریں بلاک کریں اپنی ٹویٹس میں مقام شامل کریں جب آپ مقام کے ساتھ ٹویٹ کرتے ہیں، ٹوئٹر اُس مقام کو محفوظ کر لیتا ہے۔ ہر ٹویٹ سے پہلے آپ مقام کو فعال یا غیر فعال کرسکتے ہیں اور ہمیشہ آپ کے پاس اپنے سابقہ مقامات کا ڈیٹاحذف کرنے کا اختیار ہوتا ہے. مزید جانیئے مقام دکھانا شروع کریں ابھی نہیں مقام دکھانا بند کریں بند کریں پروفائل کا خلاصہ بند کریں آپ کی فہرستیں بند کریں نئی فہرست مرتب کریں فہرست کا نام تفصیل 100 سے کم حروف، اختیاری پرائیویسی عوامی · کوئی بھی اس فہرست کو فالو کر سکتا ہے ذاتی · صرف آپ ہی اس فہرست تک رسائی حاصل کر سکتے ہیں فہرست محفوظ کریں بند کریں بند کریں اس ٹویٹ کو ایمبیڈ کریں نیچے دیا گیا کوڈ کاپی کر کے اس ٹویٹ کو اپنی ویب سائٹ میں شامل کیجیے- مزید جانیے ہہم، سرور تک پہنچنے میں ایک مسئلہ تھا۔ دوبارہ کوشش کریں؟ بنیادی ٹویٹ شامل کریں میڈیا شامل کریں پیش منظر بند کریں ٹوئٹر پر سائن اپ کریں ٹوئٹر پر نہیں ہیں؟ سائن اپ کیجیے اور اپنی من پسند چیزوں کے بارے میں اپ ڈیٹس حاصل کیجیے۔ کیا آپ کا اکاؤنٹ ہے؟ سائن ان کریں » بند کریں دو طرفہ (بھیجنا اور وصول کرنا) مختصر کوڈ: ملک کوڈ کے صارفین کے لئے ریاست ہائے متحدہ امریکہ 40404 (کوئی بھی) کینیڈا 21212 (کوئی بھی) برطانیہ 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 برازیل 40404 Nextel, TIM ہیٹی 40404 Digicel, Voila آئرلینڈ 51210 Vodafone, O2 انڈیا 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance انڈونیشیا 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata اٹلی 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » دیگر ممالک کے لئے ایس ایم ایس کے مختصر کوڈز ملاحظہ کریں بند کریں توثیق)
(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com//gadgets/CSI/,Staffroom Confidential Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Sorry, the page you were looking for in this blog does not exist. Sorry, the page you were looking for in this blog does not exist. Home Subscribe to: Posts (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts All Comments Atom All Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ▼  September (9) Reflections on the BC Teacher Strike BC Teacher strike - Lessons learned Response to Sandy Garossino Will the Education Fund improve classroom conditio... Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Class composition: a human rights perspective Class size and composition - a short visual histor... Guest post - I WILL HOLD THE LINE Teachers - let your leadership know it is time to ... ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
(20141006,www.shawconnect.ca,http://www.shawconnect.ca/breaktime,Document Moved Object MovedThis document may be found here)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media last tweet "" @ - 12:00am Follow @ last post "" facebook/ - Jan 1st Like Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=28548,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 25, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 2012   Celiac disease and school-aged children  By Shirley Bond  My daughter, now entering Grade 12, was diagnosed with celiac disease (CD) while in Grade 3. Until high school, we met with teachers each September to explain the condition and what it meant for her in the classroom. It was always very reassuring for my daughter when a teacher acknowledged a basic understanding of CD and how it could impact her at school.   What is Celiac disease?  Celiac disease (CD) is an inherited autoimmune disease in which a person cannot tolerate gluten. Gluten is a protein found in wheat, barley, and rye. Oats are also excluded due to contamination during growing and processing. When a person with CD eats gluten it inflames the villi, which are tiny finger-like projections that line the small intestine and grab nutrients as they pass through. This inflammation stops the absorption of nutrients including proteins, fats, vitamins, and minerals such as iron, calcium, and folate, leading to serious health problems. CD is thought to affect 1 in 100 in North America, yet 97% have not been diagnosed. First-degree relatives of a person with CD have a 1 in 20 chance of developing it. CD testing is also recommended for those with T1 diabetes, thyroid disease and Down syndrome because they have a higher risk. Symptoms and testing  Attendance at school may be an issue for undiagnosed or untreated children. Common symptoms in children are fatigue, inability to focus, abdominal cramps and bloating, diarrhea (may include urgency and frequent bathroom requests), anemia, constipation, poor growth, dental enamel defects, delayed puberty, and irritability. Dermatitis Herpetiformis is a skin form of CD characterized by a blistering and itchy skin rash. Symptoms of CD can develop at any age, but diagnosis may take years as symptoms are often confused with other conditions such as allergies, irritable bowel syndrome, lactose intolerance, chronic fatigue, or stress. Diagnosis is made by a simple blood test, usually followed by an intestinal biopsy. The child must still be eating gluten for the blood test and biopsy to be accurate. Delays in diagnosis or not adhering to a gluten-free diet can result in chronic poor health, infertility, osteoporosis, and certain cancers. Treatment for Celiac disease  CD is a life-long condition, there is no cure. The only treatment is adherence to a gluten-free (GF) diet. Wheat, barley, rye, and oats are excluded for life. After gluten is removed, the intestine starts to heal, normal absorption of nutrients begins and symptoms are eliminated, usually over the first year. While following a GF diet, it is unlikely that a celiac will exhibit any noticeable symptoms of CD. Effects of eating gluten are cumulative and do not produce the sudden life-threatening anaphylactic response common with peanut allergies. Getting a diagnosis of CD can bring real relief to a child who has been suffering with symptoms, and it’s good news to have a condition that does not requires shots or pills or hospitalization. Newly diagnosed celiacs are referred by their doctor to registered dieticians at local health authorities for instruction on how to manage a GF diet and overcome nutrient deficiencies the child has experienced. These testing and dietician services are covered by the provincial medical services plan. Getting diagnosed is just the beginning. Learning which foods contain gluten, and reading labels to find hidden sources in food, vitamins, and medications is challenging and adds time to shopping and preparing foods. Safe GF flours made from sorghum, rice, teff, quinoa, beans, millet, and amaranth will present unfamiliar tastes for the child. Gluten is found in regular pasta, cereal, bread, candy and baked goods, frozen burgers, canned soups, marinades, processed meats, and so on. Cross-contamination with gluten-containing foods is a huge challenge; as little as 1 mg of gluten per day may prevent healing. (1/50th of a slice of bread = 1 mg gluten.) At home, celiac sufferers need their own margarine and peanut butter jars, as well as a toaster that has not been exposed to gluten. Serving utensils and BBQ grates cannot be shared with gluten-containing foods. No more bulk food bins or McDonald’s drive-through. Accidental or deliberate ingesting of even trace amounts of gluten will cause continued intestinal damage, even without noticeable symptoms, and will increase the risk of associated conditions. In the classroom  • Most kids in school face social challenges, but a special diet can add to these. The child may be teased and feel forgotten when they cannot eat birthday cupcakes at school or ice cream cones on a field trip. The desire to feel normal and fit in can be overwhelming, especially for the newly diagnosed. • Teachers can notify the child and parent in advance if treats like birthday cake or pizza will be served. The parent can send “look-alike” options such as a GF cupcake or Lay’s potato chips to minimize the attention drawn to the child’s special diet. • Suggest that the parent send a bag of Hershey’s chocolate kisses or M & M’s to store in your desk for rewards or when unplanned treats are served. • Washed produce is GF, so celiacs can participate in the Fruit and Vegetable Nutritional Program. • FAQs on websites of name brand art supplies identify their gluten status. Play Doh, Crayola Dough, Elmer’s finger paints, and paper mâché contain gluten, so are not safe for celiacs. Gluten on hands can transfer to food they eat and be ingested. Even if the celiac does not mix the paste for paper mâché, airborne gluten in the same room may cause symptoms. GF play-doh and paper mâché recipes are available on-line. GF pasta can be used for crafts. The parent can provide safe craft materials, or if not, suggest that the child record the events. • Food-course teachers should provide the parent with the menu schedule. The child can participate in selections that are GF and parents can suggest GF alternatives to consider. Celiacs should not participate in a class using flour. Provide the child with an alternate activity during these classes and consider giving credit for basic baking they can do at home. • If field trips include lunch or snacks, notify the parent so the child can bring an alternative. Parents can also call ahead to a restaurant to make arrangements. Chaperones should be informed about the child’s dietary restriction. • Notify the parent if the child accidentally or deliberately ingests gluten, as unexplained symptoms are always troublesome. Newly diagnosed and younger celiacs may be helped by reminders to manage the change in diet. • Special bathroom privileges may be required before or during diagnosis or if a celiac ingests gluten. “Holding it” may be impossible. • Older children may be encouraged to present to the class on CD. • Consider purchasing an age-appropriate book on CD, or borrow one from the parent, to read to the class. The following children’s books about CD are available on Amazon.com: Cilie Yack is Under Attack, Caryn Talty Mommy, What is Celiac Disease?, Katie Chalmers No More Cupcakes and Tummy Aches, Jax Lowell Eating Gluten-Free with Emily, Bonnie Kruszka Shirley Bond, volunteer, Victoria chapter, Canadian Celiac Association (a social and educational support group for celiacs and those with gluten sensitivity). victoriaceliac.org    Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141006,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2014/09/tentative-agreement-yes-or-no.html?showComment0751410973355249,Staffroom Confidential: Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, September 16, 2014 Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Despite what I know was a herculean effort on the part of our bargaining team, I very much hope that BC teachers will vote no to the tentative agreement. After five weeks of strike, and twelve years of legal battles, this is not the deal that will restore sanity to public education and it is not a fair deal for teachers and students. Just as teachers in Saskatchewan rejected a deal to ensure a better outcome, I hope BC teachers will consider a no vote to let our team know we have to go back to the bargaining table. Class size, composition The agreement provided a modified LIF fund starting at $75 million per year and increasing to $85 by the last year. It is for teachers only, which will mean a slight improvement in Districts where sizeable portions were spent on Education Assistants or senior District staff rather than teachers. However, in an average size District like Victoria (20,000 students, 1,000 teachers), this will translate into about 5-10 more teachers. That is one for every five schools. To put it in comparison, Justice Griffin's judgement estimated the lost funding due to lost class size language at about $330 million in current dollars. (Read more here about the proposed Education Fund.) I heard so many teachers speak up about the need to ensure that we do not return to over-crowded classes when the strike ends. This agreement does very little to alleviate what is the most pressing issue. Throwing away the court victory The agreement provides a "reopener" in the event we win on appeal our class size language. What this means is that the language returns, but is not implemented until new language is negotiated. Without the actual implementation of the returned language, there will be very little incentive for the government to bargain it back. We would essentially be back in the very same position we are in today, with government trying to bargain it out and us trying to bargain it back in. In my opinion, even if we were legislated back to work we would be in a superior position. If we won the appeal the government would then be forced to implement the language. We are thus throwing away our historic court victory and the bargaining pressure it potentially creates. The reopener is really only mildly less offensive than E80. In both cases, we have to bargain back what was illegally taken from our contract and the government will probably never have to restore it. In fact, the "reopener" creates the perfect opportunity for government to lock us out to try and force us to agree to something far inferior. Throwing away the remedy for the last twelve years The agreement provides $105 million to compensate for grievances over-sized classes for the last twelve years. Using Justice Griffin's estimates, our loss is roughly $300 million times 12 = over $3 billion. I cannot fathom how $105 million is a fair compromise. The BCTF's original proposal to put this money back into the system was a more fair and productive approach. This agreement means we can no longer go to the courts for a fair remedy. Wages The agreement is very close to government's original offer. While I would be willing to accept this if the class size language was returned, teachers should not be taking such a significant monetary loss without the commensurate gain in working conditions. We have lost roughly 12% of our annual salary. We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut. Minimal improvements There are very minimal improvements in preparation time for elementary teachers (10 minutes per week), and TTOC daily rate. The TTOC daily rate change may depend on your grid placement. It could actually be a wage loss for long term TTOCs who are above category 5 and step 7. There is also $11 million in health and dental benefits. At 40,000 members, this is $275 each. Hardly worth consideration in the context of the rest of the agreement. What next? There are a variety of options if we vote no. We can continue the strike. We can choose to return to work and continue bargaining. We do not, and should not, accept an agreement that doesn't meet our needs and doesn't meet the needs of students and public education. When Saskatchewan teachers rejected the first deal which had 5.5% wage increases over four years, the second deal had 7.3% increases over four years. They have said this still isn't good enough. For us, our main issue is classroom conditions. We need to say this isn't good enough. The way to do that is to vote no. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 7:48 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 124 comments: Troy MooreSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:17 PM The EC recommendation states the open clause will be argued from restored language. However, selling our grievances for nothing as the 105 million is strike savings, is plenty of reason to vote no. Further, no composition caps, but a fund controlled by Superintendents is enough reason to vote no. Thursday I will vote no.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:06 PM Re-opener also says "education fund" in place until new language bargained, so old language can disappear forever.Delete Reply Mme RousseauSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:33 PM Government starved us to death hoping we'd vote yes to whatever deal they'd offer. Planned it from the start.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:07 PM We can sill choose (collectively) to return to work if we reject this deal. Many options.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:09 PM Great analysis, Tara! I think that returning to work would be a bad idea. This will frustrate parents more if they need to find new ways to deal with taking care fo kids. USe the money given to you by the other unions. I am a teacher who had to quit for stress over the terrible condition of work (split FI grade 4/5, several low LD kids with little support, one severe with no support, 2 gifted (no support), and a principal who expected me to teach 2 separate social studies AND science programs)Delete Reply Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:56 PM Good points by all but the gov't succeeded in starving my family out and completly breaking us. I will be voting YES and live to fight another dayReplyDelete Replies schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:21 PM 'Fight another day'? In the last twelve years that we have been pushing back against this government, never has the tide tide been so much with teachers, class size/composition, and public education - and never has the government been pushed back onto the ropes (especially with the call for binding arbitration). What 'other day' is being proposed that we wait for? Now is the time. Vote 'no' and give the BCTF bargaining team a renewed mandate to get a decent deal for students and teachers.Delete Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:10 PM "Another day" means to wake up and realize that 2more weeks means my family of 5 could lose our home. It means I will do all I can to recall Cc, Factbender, and other mla's, and maybe even having "a guy I know" have a chat with them. In year 1 of their reign, I don't believe they even know what "the ropes" are. I will vote YES ...for my family, and I can live with thatDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:12 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply Karen FergusonSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:03 PM Just a question: When the Saskatchewan teachers voted no, had they already been on strike for 5 weeks?ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM No. They are working with no contract. They are not on strike.Delete Shannon DavisSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:23 AM I am a Saskatchewan teacher. We are not on strike; we are currently in the conciliation process after voting "no" to 2 previous offersDelete Reply "Mama Rose"September 16, 2014 at 9:27 PM Can we truly return to work without agreeing and continue bargaining? When I suggested returning to work a few weeks ago, the answer was "being on strike puts pressure on the gov't and without pressure they have no reason to settle." And can you explain more how legislating us back would be better than agreeing to this deal? And finally, why would the BCTF executive put forward a deal that was not a good one?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:30 PM Because they need confirmation of the resolve of the membership to get something better. That is what a no vote does.Delete Reply Troylana MSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:28 PM some great points to ponder, tara......thinking thinking....ReplyDelete schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:43 PM If we vote 'no' to the tentative deal we still have options: We'd not have a contract. But we could... a) strike with full picket lines b) partially strike with phase 1 (work-to-rule) in schools c) partially strike with periodic/rotating job action d) continue negotiating e) return to work and re-escalate strike f) some/all of the above ReplyDelete Replies Caroline MackenzieSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:21 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:14 PM a) will expedite matters (I say less that 3 days)Delete Reply danabjornsonSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:05 PM I am thinking that a legislated, crappier contract would only be in effect for 2 years max (before elections...). If we take this offer, then we will be agreeing to this pseudo-E80. Should we win the court case (which we likely will), we will have to settle on the terms of the THIS negotiated contract which doesn't actually restore learning conditions; it simply allows for those conditions to be negotiated. If we say n, then we default to the 2002 contract, which DOES restore the language. A "yes" vote is saying that we are good on "crumbs"; a "no" vote is saying we want an actual meal. That's my understanding, anyway. Please correct me where I am wrong, Tara. :)ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:44 PM And word is IF they legislate, they could opt to legislate back Grade 10-12 only causing the union to have to lay off all teachers and re-hire based on seniority. That will tear the union at the seams pitting teacher against teacher for those positions. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:17 PM There will be a general strike if that were to happen! They better not do this. They will regret it.Delete Reply imaginefunlearningSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:09 PM Some good points on the background of our fight over the past 12 years, which I have been actively engaged in; however we need to recognize the climate we are in. We are not in Sask. people! We have just come through a very long summer!! We need to thank our @bctf bargaining team & recognize the toll this has taken on all of us & our families. I don't have the luxury of more time on the strike line. This may be as good as it gets. Let's read the agreement and consider getting back to work and making some $ again! That's my 2 cents worth, which would come in really handy right now!!!ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:18 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply RobSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:11 PM Go back in work to rule mode. Work this winter to recall every Liberal MLA. ThAt is the only way to apply pressure to these criminals. ReplyDelete Replies Kate RestonSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:03 PM Recall! Not sure who won the battle but the war is still onDelete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:14 AM Well said Kate... I agree 100%Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:20 PM I think say NO and a better deal will be done in less than 3 days. These guys are not criminals, they are lower than that. I bet they get a sick pleasure in hurting the kids and the teachers.Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:31 PM An official recall is in the works: https://www.facebook.com/groups/316129595235450/?fref=ts Please consider joining.Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:26 AM Leah - do you honestly think anyone who voted BC Liberal did so thinking that they would act any differently on the education file?Delete Reply JJSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:16 PM I am glad to see other members who share my views. I am outraged at a 1.2 percent "raise" in salary per year that doesn't even meet inflation of currently 2%. I feel used and abused.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:23 PM Not to mention all of the other pittance! I am actually surprised that Iker asked teachers to vote on this! Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:18 PM Hi Tara Thanks for the summary! Will we be able to vote NO to the deal, but vote YES to returning to work? Will there be three options when we vote Thursday? Why did the BCTF agree to a substandard deal for us? If we vote no to a deal that was recommended to us, the teachers look like the bad guys and public approval will plummet. I am very disappointed and frustratedReplyDelete Replies KataSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:12 AM Public approval will not necessarily plummet. I have seen strikes where the membership has voted against the executive's "best results to date", and ended up with a better offer. This offer is an insult. The $300 million will not bring funding to the national average (I believe). More importantly, the wage offer is half of the average wage increase for public and private workers (StatsCan). Delete Reply MontySeptember 16, 2014 at 10:19 PM Thank you, Tara. My thoughts too, more clearly expressed. As well, Thursday is too soon to vote, too soon to vote, too soon to vote........ReplyDelete Richard ChalkeSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:21 PM Vote no and lose every shred of public support...just sayin!ReplyDelete Replies UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:31 AM I am a member of the public and would support a "no" vote. js!.Delete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:01 AM Richard Chalke, NO you won't! I am a mother with 3 adopted special needs children who need to be in a class that is designed for them and others like them (my kids are academically slightly delayed but their issues are more social and behavioural) where they can receive the education they deserve taught in a way they can comprehend. I will speak now for all the parents I know, and we will support the teacher's if they continue to fight for our children's best interest.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:28 PM It might not be pretty at first, but once we explain things (and I hope the Mandarin-speaking teachers flood the Richmond organization that voiced their concerns), they will back us. The 3 billions that the judge came to is the first I hear about. This should be stated to every newsmedia comment section in the province. Minimize pickets and flood those outlets with commenters, just like the Liberals do. Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:45 PM I am a member of the public and a single Mother of a child in the public school system. You will NOT lose one bit of my support if you vote no. I know that you are sacrificing so that my child can have a better education, and I am most grateful for it. Having said that, I also know that you are exhausted and broke. I have been dreading that you may have to settle for less than what you (we) deserve because the government succeeded in breaking you. I am not in your shoes, so cannot judge. If the vote is a yes, I understand and I am still behind you. Delete Reply Alison RocheSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:25 PM It is a crap deal. It's always a crap deal. Once you raise the stakes to striking, anything else is a cave in. The last time we walked out was the 3 day illegal strike where I threw away 1200$ and got EXACTLY the same contract I had the year before. The BCTF called it a win because they didn't rip up MORE of my contract. Ridiculous. There are a few of us that believe that working to contract, doing 100% of your teaching job and nothing more (like paying for supplies out of your own pocket or EC) is the only way teachers will survive this government. What if they get re-elected again? Then what? Teachers have lost thousands to these clowns to make "statements" about the state of public education in this province. We can't keep sacrificing ourselves and our families. And in the meantime, you talk to parents about why you have to take this crappy road. Because up until this strike they mostly didn't care about the state of education, but god forbid you didn't run a Sports Day. Then suddenly they wanted to know what the hell was going on. Keep the conversation going in schools. Attend your PAC meetings and stop enabling this govt to underfund and overwork the system. And still get paid!ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:20 AM I am very excited at the prospect of returning to my beloved job on Friday. However I will NOT continue to put my personal money into my classroom and I will be seriously reconsidering my involvement in extra curriculars. I think we shoot ourselves in the foot with all the unpaid work we so willingly volunteer to do. Delete Reply FCSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:38 PM I heard a rumour last week from a loose lipped government insider that after the 22nd, depending on the outcome of the negotiations the Liberals were going to announce a 3 step process. I was not clear if this was based on 3 steps to resolve the strike (perhaps the 3rd step is legislation??) or 3 steps to overhaul the education system, either way, they will settle it outright. I wish you all luck and all the information that you need to make a sound decision of what you feel is best.ReplyDelete Replies Lisa BurrowsSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:53 PM I have heard similar rumours. On the 23rd, the gov. was planning on introducing a $6000 per year voucher system for 3 choices: an academic or trades program, or something called EducationCanada. Not clear whether their intention was to privatize the public system, de-certify teachers and hire them back under new wage/benefits. Not clear where these rumours originated from. Maybe fear tactics to get teachers to vote yes. In any event, I plan on voting yes. I signed up to be a teacher, not a martyr. This strike has cost us a lot. We need to regain our livelihood and hopefully continue the conversation about class composition. We have at least awakened many people to the issue, and the court case is still an avenue that could eventually improve teaching and learning conditions.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:33 PM I urge all teachers to fight and say NO to this deal. Retired teacher who had to retire because horrendous work conditions. Make me proud. They will not last long if you say NO! I know this is tough, but there is money and I hear that Van City does offer loan at low to 0 %. Banks do allow you to miss a mortgage payment. Go talki to your banker.Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM Will school districts require teachers to make up missed days, as suggested in the media? Will the school calendar be changing to make up for the missed three weeks and if so will we be made aware of those changes PRIOR to the vote? ReplyDelete KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:41 PM "Wages..... We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut." And that is the cost of going on strike!!! There is nothing that can be done about that. You cannot go on strike and put up the raise you want every week to compensate for your time on strike - it doesn't work that way.ReplyDelete Replies Drew StevensonSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:59 AM I believe the missing "..." Suggests that they meant to refer to the losses against inflation since the last wage step increase. Thus this contract does not allow us to recover the buying power lost to inflation since the last non contract or "0%" year. Add those up and compare against the proposed increase and you see that by the end of the contract, we won't be able to afford the same value of goods (loaves of bread, watts of energy, litres of gas) that we could at the end of the last contracts term. It was not a comment about wages that were lost in the strike. Those are really small potatoes when compared to the grinding power of inflation over years and years. The next contract will use this latest for a bench mark so these losses to inflation will grind at all teachers for as long as they teach. A death of a thousand cuts to our ability to afford basic goods and services. Any raise less than inflation is a cut to the value placed on us and on our ability to pay our bills. Delete Reply Ed SSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:09 PM Having lost $20,000 (including summer school wages) as the single income for a family of five is far too much; I will be voting YES to the deal, unless the independently wealthy teachers out there who wish to continue the strike will pay my bills and mortgage for me.ReplyDelete Replies Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:14 PM I feel ya. Yes for meDelete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:18 AM Ed S. With all due respect (and I mean that), how did you lose $20,000 in the strike? Teachers were out 2 weeks (all out) before they were supposed to be in June, and now 3 weeks for the start of school? It is my understanding that teachers don't get paid through the summer months. Please correct me if I'm wrong, wherever I'm wrong. Shouldn't you have been financially alright for the summer months at least? Also all teachers knew this strike had a possibility of extending into the new school year but no one teacher budgeted for this possibility? I'm truly just trying to get a clear picture of where this all stems. NO disrespect intended.Delete BlairSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:12 AM Kelly, not Ed but if you look at the numbers there was the 10% lockout haircut in May/June plus the loss of most of June and the loss of much of September. In our 1 teacher (1 non) household we calculated a $9 K - $10 K loss so far. If you add summer school earnings you can easily make the loss in the $20 k zone. As for budgeting, we budget for the summer, but did not expect the 10% haircut, nor the loss of June/Sept days which completely messed our budgeting calculations. A very good friend (single teaching mother) was crushed by the loss of the June income and is without a penny today.Delete Mr. SmoothSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:35 PM The only one who didn't get a haircut was Jim Iker... and he needs one more than anyone else. What's with that over-coiffed 70"s mullet Jim? Does wonders for the BCTF brand image!Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:55 PM Jim's hair is not open for discussion in a respectful space like this. As for his salary, he is a teacher who does not get paid when we are on strike.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:04 PM Totally agree!Delete Reply Mr. GSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:24 PM If I thought they could do any better I would agree with voting NO, but you have to be realistic. The BCTF does not use professionals to bargain and always ends up with much less than they promise the membership when asking for a strike vote. While this is not a great deal for teachers, I really think you're fooling yourself if you think it'll get any better.ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:02 AM BCTF needs to be replaced with younger more adept representatives and advocates. Also, we should be hiring professional contract negotiators - you don't go into battle with cut throat corporate types with a wooden knife. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:37 PM This is BAD deal! Say NO to it and show those (expletives) that we will not take it anymore! Come on! Show them that teachers have a spine! They will respect us, oddly!Delete Reply retaSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:51 PM I agree with Richard. Those in the public that are uniformed would be furious, and there are many teachers who just can't afford to use their wages as their voice any longer - too much has already been donated to the government. In my opinion, the deal is pretty lame. I am sitting on the fence.ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:24 AM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:26 AM So true!!! I cannot afford to fight this battle for public education any longer. Why is this my personal and professional obligation??? However I think this deal is weak weak weak. I also think its the best we are going to get. Ideologically I'm on the fence but my wallet will vote YES.Delete Reply SirThinksToo MuchSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:54 PM My wife and I will be voting "Yes" on Thursday for it is the middle path. The easy path would have been for us to go back to school with E-80 & E-81 over our heads. The difficult path would be for us to vote "No" and put our mortgage at risk and having to continue asking retired parents for handouts to feed a family with three kids. The middle path is the wisest choice for us considering the current political climate in which those who do not teach are the quickest to judge it harshly.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:41 PM I understand that this is really tough for you! I almost died teaching a few month ago. I had to quit. Please consider holding on and say no. Remember the short loss in salary will be offset in the LONG-RUn by better salary increase. This is a joke! They will be laughing at you even more if we accept this. This is a very bad deal! However, I do respect your position!Delete Reply DaleSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:16 AM Why would classroom conditions be better on October 9th after being legislated back? We have been outplayed because of our stubborn refusal to outdated, tired old tactics. It is because of these actions that have led us to this terrible deal. Time to reset, regroup and stock up for the long haul. Can't do it if half the members commit hara kiri on themselves. We are a union of professionals not a cult. ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:49 AM Could not agree more.Delete schreck!September 17, 2014 at 9:44 AM Could you please advise which tactics you believe could have been used to secure a superior deal?Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:47 AM Full disclosure: I'm a BC Liberal supporter. The only people who would benefit from a NO vote are the BC Liberals. Teachers would be bargaining with no leverage whatsoever and would be viewed by a large segment of the population as unreasonable. The BC Liberals then get portray themselves as the only party capable of dealing with the BCTF. schreck! says that the BCTF has the government on the ropes, but he couldn't be farther from the truth. The government wants people to view the BCTF as their primary opponent. Disputes like this just shore up the BC Liberal base and protect its right flank. Any half-baked recall campaign will only reinforce that. It's true teachers aren't going to recoup the lost wages from the strike. I would suggest to you that that means this job action was probably not in teachers' interests, especially without any sort of appreciable strike fund. This is the best deal teachers were ever going to get with this government and people should have been able to recognize that in June. If you want my advice (which you probably don't), it would be to spend the next 5 years building up a strike fund, electing better leaders, and hiring a professional negotiating team. Don't bring a knife to a gunfight and expect things to go well. Focus on getting the best deal you can from whoever the government is rather than trying to change the government, the HST, Kinder Morgan or a thousand different issues that distract from education and erode the union's finances further. You'd be doing yourself a favour, and probably doing the NDP a favour at the same time. Also, if schreck! is David Schreck, you can thank his opposition to STV for the last two BC Liberal majorities. I know I do.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:11 PM One step would be to stop making political contributions to the NDP. This only contributes to the childish animosity and lack of trust that has constantly characterized negotiations. How else can the Socreds/Liberals view teachers except as enemies when they so publicly support their opponents. This stupid confrontational immature approach has to STOP!!!!! Education should not be a political fight when it is so obviously a valuable benefit to our society. It was an NDP government that legislated teachers back to work in 1993. Stop making education a political fight.Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:10 PM I don't think they have to go that far. CUPE and the Nurses still contribute to the NDP yet they don't have the same acrimonious relationship. CUPE and the Nurses just make their members their priority, and broader advocacy second.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:55 PM Ryan (possibly a Liberal paid commenter), with all due respect, I disagree with you. The cumulative increase in lieu of this will be better. Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can. I say to Iker, ask for 6% over 3 years because these people love to play the 15% over 15 year game to make it so big on the surface. Some people think that this is 15% every year. Believe me! I have seen it in comment sections. Others believe that the 15% is too high not understanding that they must divide things over the duration of the contract. It is time that we play it smarter. It is time to put the foot down and ask for money given to us by other unions, if it is needed. Banks can accept one late mortgage payment. It would be suicidal for them to not help. Imagine the possible damage if that ever leaks out. They could lose a lot in teacher money. I for one would pull my money out of a bank in support! Teachers are going to show this government that we have a spine! Enough is enough! Aren't you tired of being treated like kids? (Retired teacher who almost died in a car accident because of work conditions that were horrendous. I had to quit.)Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 AM Not paid by the BC Liberals. I pay them actually... :/ I imagine astroturfers of any affiliation wouldn't disclose their bias. "Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can." How did that work in May 2013? If the teachers reject a contract that their own union endorsed, it will make teachers seem unreasonable. Whether that perception is true or fair is irrelevant. It's what will happen, and teachers will be weaker as a result. Take my advice. Build up a strike fund and focus on the internal governance of the BCTF for the next 6 years. You'll be better off for it. Or not. I don't mind you or others making it easier for the party I support to get elected. I'd just rather not see kids and teachers hurt in the process.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:37 AM Ah! The "don't-hurt-kids" card, hey, when you have underfunded education for 12 years! WOW! That takes the cake! Are your trolling? Oh! You are serious? :) Would you be surprised if I don't follow your advice, considering your lack of logic? Would you be surprised if others don't follow your advice? It is ttue that bullies like you and your ilks love to show who is the boss, who is the teacher now! I suspect that is at the root of the problem! No one wants to fail in school! No one wants to get the strap! Sad that today's teachers don't like it too! But, who cares, we are ... teachers! We deserve it! BAH! BAH! BAH!Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:22 PM That's fine. I look forward to another 16 years of BC Liberal government.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:41 PM 16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate! Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan! Sociopaths do that!Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 9:35 AM "16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate!" 16 years of our opponents still don't understand why they lost. Like I said, that's fine with me. If I said the Liberals would be in power for at least another 13 years back in 2004 you probably would have laughed too. Heck, if I told you on May 13 last year that the BC Liberals would be reelected on May 14 you'd probably have laughed too. And you were wrong. Why is that? Answer that question if you want the NDP to win the next election. Without a correct answer to it, the NDP's cause is hopeless. "Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan!" You feel they are flawed, and that's fine. I don't go around calling people who disagree with me sociopaths, nor do I accuse them of being paid shills. But I also don't feel much need to address your ad hominems. There are logical arguments to support your position, but argumentum ad hominem is not one of them. It's a textbook logical fallacy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 1:15 PM Ah! Now I get it! It is all ego-based! You think because you voted the winning party that you are a winner and we are losers! You think because you predicted that the Liberals would win, you are winner. That does not make YOU a winner or the Liberals! It is called DEMOGRAPHICS, you expletives. The baby boomers are getting old and because they have more assets and won't make a whole lot more for too long, they need to vote a govn't who is going to do just that! It is not rocket science! WOW! You think you are so superior when your party stole an election with 47% of the popular vote. That's not a majority and your party should not have been elected. BTW, did you delete from your ethical memory the words Ethnic voting scandal? The field is slanted and you know it. However, you are so willing to minimize, forget the scams and bad fairplay tactics like a sociopath is allowed to minimize or ignore his or victims emotions that you don't see that you are the loser, we are the victim of your constant bullying. 1% wage increases after years of 0% increases and you can justify that when Yahoo reports that the average Canadian can hope to get 2.5% this and next year: https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html You Liberals behave like fascists, but we can't call you that because that's not allowed! Well! Guess what? It is and you are. Live with it! You keep on dreaming you are a genius! :) I am retired, getting soon a nice pension, and laughing at you from a beach somewhere! AHAHA! Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 2:14 PM What's with the name calling Peter? For someone claiming to be retired you really don't show the wisdom of age. For someone who talks about logic, you use logical fallacies like ad hominems a lot too. It's a fair point that the BC Liberals didn't get a majority of the vote (and I'm a very big supporter of electoral reform). The BC Liberals + Conservatives did though, and I don't think it's realistic to expect the BC Conservatives to have been more generous had they been part of government. Last time I checked I just voted. I didn't "victimize" anyone. Perhaps your rage is misplaced. If you think the election was "stolen" I'm afraid I have to question your grasp on reality though. "Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?" I'm glad you'll have a pleasant retirement Peter. I have no ill will towards you. I'm not sure why you think I do. I'm not saying people were *right* to vote BC Liberal. That's a matter of opinion. All I'm saying is people *did* vote BC Liberal. More voted BC Liberal than BC NDP for the last 5 elections in a row actually. You need to understand why that happened in order to change it for the next election. Clearly you're not interested in that though. Which is fair enough. Just remember next time you're upset about something the BC Liberals do that your lack of interest is part of why the BC Liberals get elected at all.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 3:23 PM I love your culture --or the lack of thereof! Guess what, stop thinking averybody is white and must follow your little rules. Namecalling? Sociopath? Whaaaat? And, what if you are? Still can't call you that? :) You fascist right-wingers are big on censorship! I just don't like you giving us lessons on how to get the NDP in. As stated, people are voting right of the NDP because it is a matter of demographics and a little ethnic vote buying on the side. The rest is mumbo jombo. Yes, of course, they will have to go on strike in the future and yes they will have to build a strike fund. The Liberals stole that from the BCTF too! And, you wonder why I don't have any respect for them? Yes, electoral reform is needed! We agree!Delete Reply JJ GeorgeSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:46 AM As a parent, I support the teachers and respect whether they choose to vote yes or no. However I noticed a discrepancy here from other information I've read regarding prep time for elementary teachers. Here it states minimal improvement to prep time - only 10 minutes per week being added. Elsewhere I read that it is 100 minutes per week for prep, increasing by an additional 10 minutes in the final year. That is a significant difference, and worth noting. Or have I completely misunderstood?ReplyDelete Replies Anne-MarieSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:59 AM Elementary teachers currently have 90 minutes of preparation time per week so an increase to 100 minutes per week is only gaining 10 minutes. In other provinces and some private schools they have as much as 45 minutes of prep time per day.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:56 PM Thank you for inquiring!Delete DW ZSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:57 PM You're right JJ George. There is a significant difference around the province regarding preparation times. In my district elementary teachers currently get 100 minutes of prep time. This new proposal is useless to me. I'll have to wait 6 years to gain an extra 10 minutes. Delete Reply UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:11 AM Almost nobody gets cost of living adjustments. Also inflation is NOT 2%. Do some research and look at the CPI for BC over the last 24 months. The average over the last 2 years is 0.7%, not 2%. The CPI changes every month so you cant just look at the highest month and declare that THE inflation rate. Check out the 12 month averages document for the actual numbers. http://www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/StatisticsBySubject/Economy/ConsumerPriceIndex.aspx All that being said I support the teachers. if you think this is a bad deal as a parent my dream would be for the teachers to vote no but continue bargaining because I do think the kids need to be in school and I do fear that the teachers will lose all support if the strike continues. All I ask as a parent is that you do your own research and try not to be swayed by all the opinions. ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:01 AM Inflation for August was 2.1% (http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/economy/cpi-report-expected-to-reveal-rise-in-canadas-core-inflation-rate/article20593943/). The CPI is a year-over-year calculation.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:43 AM Inflation should be looked at as a yearly average, not an individual month.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:34 PM The lawyers do not believe we have compromised our court deal. Our leadership would not have sold us out. We dodged a bullet. The Premier had something loaded even if we are not sure what it was. The idea that we could simply return to work is not guaranteed. I think a no vote could easily lead to the Liberals locking us out again because the Premier wants to crush us and she will use any excuse. She did not want to take the advice of her people and do this deal. I am certain a plan for drastic action (where we have to take the concessions they had planned) or worse - was in place. We can't guarantee the press will do any better job explaining the complexities should we say no. They rarely sided with us in markets outside of Vancouver where people are more political and they often misled or allowed others to mislead. They are not helping and would sensationalize. This would see dissolution of support very quickly - especially if we asked for wages. (Though admittedly it angers me that we can't ask for wages without being accused of being greedy when that is what most bargaining units do). But we have argued this is about kids and while this is not ideal - it is better to have teachers than not. The deal does suck in that it does not bring us to par - but this fight needs to be won with a strategy that is political and capacity will do that in another round. We have some support - but it is limited to the choir. We need to have the pews too. We need to build that capacity while working and continue to find allies because the fight is bigger than most people want to consider. This is about ideology and about privatization. Education always was political but never more so than now and we have to fight this party or the conservatives who would do the same or worse. No teacher who is responsible can ignore the politics any longer. That is simply the truth. If you work in the system you better get informed and you better be prepared to fight until retirement for the system. That said, I want to ask the same question others are asking: Why is this the job of 42,000 teachers and not the job of all citizens who want equality to fight for this right? It is time (while the conversation is still on-going and up to and including election night) for us to guide the public where we can but mainly play our part by not propping the system up. Make poverty known. Make noise about shortfalls, ask questions (in the media or in board offices ) about who is going to fix it instead of paying ourselves, volunteer some but wait for the pubic to step up so they see what schools lack. I hate the deal too. But I trust Vince Ready and Iker and I don't think we could have done better right now. I think we dodged a bullet because I have read everything this government has put out and followed the trail. They plan to privatize and they are just looking for the route. Voting YES for now does not mean we are giving up. It does not mean a win in the way we wanted but we have won a battle that will lead to us winning the war. If we don't rest up and stock up we might not get there.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:57 PM Well, if it is bigger than just this battle, then we will need ALL the unions to strike if they do indeed use drastic (draconian) measures. I say it is time for ALL of the unions to call a general strike. I guarantee that they will not like that one bit. What will they do then? Call the army? :) People in Europe, at the end of the 19th century stood up in mines. General strikes do occur in Europe and have. If you think you had it tough, think of them who stood tall for US in tougher times and conditions. Make sacrifices. Sell furniture. Tutor on the side. Ask for the BCTF money. Ask your banker to help. As friends and relatives. If we say NO, it won't last long. If they legislate us back, let's call a general province-wide strike of all unions. Delete Reply Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:47 AM Between CC's smug smile as she celebrates slaughtered teachers and Jim Iker's goofy grin - seemingly unaware that he has been a willing puppet, I am thoroughly disgusted. Over the next 5 years, teachers will be in an increasingly bad situation financially, classrooms will continue to be too large and complex with increasing medical, social and environmental issues impacting academic delivery. It could not be less obvious that things will continue to worsen. The Liberals have ensured that BC is rapidly becoming the Canadian Monaco for rich off shore interests and wealthy corporations. Soon the underpaid "workers" will have to be bussed in daily to Vancouver - Asian style. The only recourse is to move to just about any other province and bring in up to $100,000 more over the six years with much less cost of living. So we are bailing, encouraged by friends who have gotten positions in Manitoba and Alberta. My colleagues and I discovered through contacting several school boards across Canada that specialist (special needs and behavioural) and secondary science teachers are in particular demand. I want to work in a professional, respectful environment where the needs of all children are considered a priority and where I feel inspired to do my best. However, I want my vote to reflect the wishes of teachers who will be here over the next 6 (5) years, so very much appreciate your blog and opportunity to read the comments.ReplyDelete Bert SlaterSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:11 AM To vote YES will throw away 12 years of effort, and 2 victories in BC Supreme Court. To vote YES will be to snatch defeat from the jaws of victory. If you vote YES what bargaining power do you think you will have - the government will do nothing, and then what do you think you will do - take job action? PLEASE VOTE NO.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:59 PM Time to show you have a spine!Delete Reply RodSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:06 AM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Cool HandSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 AM Wouldn't a 'No' vote be a vote of no confidence in the BCTF itself?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:02 AM Not at all. It is just a message to the leadership we need to do better. The strength of the union is the members, and we support the leadership by giving them direction through democratic means.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:40 PM I disagree. How else can a recommendation by the EC to vote yes be interpreted? Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:00 PM I am sure people will interpret this both ways, but it is a vote. If it is supposed to be a "Yes", because it might be interpreted one way, then why bother having a vote?Delete Kate TSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:07 AM Yes , it would be. I don't think we could come out much better than this with this government. How will a No obtain that? Christy will be happy, she can declare the BCTF gone and roll out her plan to privatize. Delete Reply David DeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:06 AM A no vote would be a rejection of a the court victories defied by the government and an inadequate deal containing some vague promises that won't meet the needs of teachers or students on class size and other important issues.In Ontario elementary teachers get 200 minutes of prep time per 5 day cycle. I know there is financial hardship, but the union has received close to $2 million in donations from other unions; is there no way of accessing hardship funds? At minimum, vote no and return to work on work to rule with various strike options.ReplyDelete Erica JonesSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:25 AM This article actually makes me so mad. It is NOT better for the kids that they have missed almost all of june and all of september. This is what you signed up for in BC as a teacher. Get on board or GET OUT.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:20 PM Is this really what teachers signed up for? At my high school, each class has about 30 kids, with an average of 17 kids per classroom with an identified learning disability. Our district says that there should be no more than 4 kids per classroom.. How do you expect non-specialist teachers to help each student when over half of them require more resources because of a learning disability? Furthermore, are you generalizing the "better-ness" to all the kids in BC? Because I don't think that it would be better if kids went back considering the learning environment isn't up to par. There are barely any Education Assistants, and support teachers for the multitude of children who need them. While I recognize and appreciate your enthusiasm for education, please realize that the public school system isn't a daycare. Also, please think about your words and the learning environment prior to speaking out. By the way, we're not an autocracy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:08 PM I can understand your frustration! Understand mine! I almost died at 7:30 pm one night returning from teaching a FI split class with several students who did not get enough support or no support at all. The principal expressed to me that he expected me to teach 2 different social studies programs and 2 different science programs. ANYONE I talked to knows that this is impossible to do, especially in French Immersion when kids get no support at home and books are often too hard for students to read. I had to quit my job. I did it for me and did it for the kids. I was like a surgeon who is asked to operate on 5 patients with an old scalpel with 2 inexperienced nurses. Predictably, 4 patients would die and I would be reprimanded! Teachers are put in terrible conditions and kids too. I hope you have the openmind to consider the reality of this honest personal anecdote. I also wish you to understand that this is likely not an isolated incident. What will it take? A kid to commit suicide because he or she is not getitng enough support?Delete Reply hilarySeptember 17, 2014 at 10:29 AM It is incorrect to equate lost funding with what the teachers would have received in grievances. The two are not equivalent. The starting position of the BCTF was $225M, so they never expected $3B to resolve grievances. I'm also interested to know where you get your figures on overcrowded classrooms. A recent Globe and Mail article says that classrooms are, on average, smaller than the caps set in 2002.ReplyDelete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:36 AM The signing bonus should be roughly $2500 each: 105 million divided by 41 thousand.ReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:53 AM It is not that simple. The $105 million is to be allocated by the union. The term "signing bonus" has been crossed off on the signed document. Some of that money may be used to pay union debts. Don't know this but clarification would be useful.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:16 PM Just quoting from the CBC news website, "And finally there are details of $105-million fund to settle grievances stemming from the ongoing court case. The BCTF says that money will be given out as a signing bonus, with specific amount yet to be determined."Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:34 AM I think it would be smart to put at least part of it into your strike fund.Delete Reply WheelsSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:55 AM If the money is used as a signing bonus, it should be based on FTEReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:12 PM Yes I am sure it will be based on FTE. The question is how much of the $105 Million is actually distributed. This is up to the union, and I am told that it is yet to be decided.Delete GuruSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:44 PM And don't forget all the retired teachers who are entitled to a share of it.Delete Reply Geoff OrmeSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:18 PM In another discussion of this someone suggested that under BC Labour Law a no vote means rejection of the proposed deal, and that means the strike continues until either: - the union in question elects to stand down - another tentative deal is presented or - the government imposes a legislated contract. I think the last of these is the most likely, and I believe the legislated contract would be draconian and brutal. What do you think, Tara? Also, I would appreciate your thoughts on Sandy Garossino's comments at https://storify.com/Garossino/should-teachers-accept-the-contractReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:14 PM If this is so, in a few month (likely a couple of years), teachers will win so much more with a Supreme Court judgment! It is possible that the Liberals know that the higher courts are stacked by Liberal judges (that is what happen when judges are chosen, not elected). In any case, a negative settlement (or not a great judgment) will galvinize the public to reform the way the Supreme court judges are being chosen. I doubt that any govn't will want that to happen. A legislated contract will make the LIbs look like sociopaths and dictators.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:47 PM Peter I think you are expecting far too much from the public, many of whom are only paying attention to this matter due to kids being home from school. The public are not remotely this savvy on the political process.Delete Reply IslanderSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:09 PM I am a continuing education teacher. We have it even worse and we are not listened to enough about our poor conditions. Those include no prep time (and we do have to mark and do report cards many times a year sometimes and commonly for 30 students in a class), travelling to different schools with no compensation, and having next to no breaks in between 3 hour classes. I worked for two years with no lunch break and taught 6 hours straight (just 15 min. breaks) to be told, "don't complain since there are others who will do it". We then got 15 min. breaks in between classes. Most of our students are wealthy immigrants, many who try to stay in classes as long as possible since the classes are free. After spending a year in Germany, I realize how better organized it is where the immigrants pay to learn the language on a sliding scale, and have to pay for a student book as well for each class. We do not even have text books, but photocopy so much at tax payers' expense. This is not right. I then teach summer school since we were not on a 12 month continual salary and most of those students are also immigrants (at least 75%). This is also free and it is becoming so common and the new immigrants know this is free babysitting and tutoring. I think one main problem is that we have so many new immigrants in our classes who need ESL like this article states about our inclusion style of education nowadays: http://www.vancouversun.com/life/Shelley+Fralic+trouble+with+schools/10203596/story.html I am honored to be teaching and like my job, but it does get exhausting especially since I need two or three jobs to pay the mortgage that I now no longer have.. back to renting since it all I can afford in this city that has become so expensive. And many don't realize that it is very very difficult to get to full time work as a teacher here. There was a formula that made it take about 10 years to get to f/t (now finally changed). I have been without pay for 3 months, and now had to finally rent a place in anticipation of returning to work, so I have to vote "yes", but please keep the comments coming for what alternatives we have. Maybe we have to just educate the public in a better way than picketing; maybe get out and walk around malls and talk to people and hand out pamphlets on how this liberal government is hurting this. Most Asians (probably just the new who are from such a different system) are already against the teachers since they do not seem to understand what is going on. http://www.vancouversun.com/Business/asia-pacific/Chuck+Chiang+Many+Asian+families+place+blame/10202757/story.htmlReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:17 PM First of all, myn thoughts are with you! I think your ideas about using different strategies is smart. Picketing is not a very good strategy to let people know about things. I think using the membership to flood media comment sections would be more effective. Going to talk to the public might be a good idea along with this, I think. Phone the BCTF and ask for support.Delete Reply Marsha HolleySeptember 17, 2014 at 1:36 PM A teachers wife Vote no you have come to far to back down. It is a -----Y DEAL. ReplyDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:45 PM Ask yourself WHY teachers cannot get 1/2 of the average increase in salary of the private sector? (The Libs will tell you because there are sooooooo many teachers, but I also hear that there are provinces where there is a need for teachers!) TORONTO - A new study says that Canadians, on average, can expect about the same size salary increase next year as in 2014. Human resources consultants Pal Benefits says a survey of 401 organizations, mainly in Ontario, Alberta and British Columbia, projected salary increase for 2015 at an average of 2.79 per cent. That was almost unchanged from the 2.74 per cent average increase projected in last year's survey. Meanwhile, in addition to the average salary increase remaining relatively steady year over year, the survey found that the percentage of employers who plan to freeze salaries appears to have stabilized at eight per cent —in the same percentages as was projected in 2014. Breaking down the numbers further, the survey found the average salary increase anticipated in the engineering, financial services and high technology sectors was three per cent. That compared with an average of 2.5 per cent on the low end for organizations in durable manufacturing. https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.htmlReplyDelete "Mama Rose"September 17, 2014 at 9:12 PM I used to agree with you, Tara, and appreciate you bringing these items to your blog to get us all thinking. But after a very long night and day of research and discussion, I realize I will be voting yes tomorrow. Here is why: I don't care about salary or benefit increases. That is not why I went on strike. I don't care if this tentative deal is not good for teachers. That's not why I went on strike either. For me, the single most important issue is class size and composition. I want to work in a classroom where I have enough time and resources available to me to adequately help all the students I teach. And while it is true that this tentative deal will not change anything in the classrooms right now (or at least most of our classrooms), I realized that we couldn't actually make changes in that area because the issues of cs and c is before the courts. When I made that connection and realized that this round of bargaining was really about a "good enough" agreement regarding wages, then the deal seems, well... good enough. BUT, the best part, is the language the BCTF legal team made around the furture court decision (the re-opener). They have it in writing that if we win the court case (which is likely) and when we have to start bargaining class size and comp again (that is exactly what Justice Susan Griffin said we would have to do) we will be STARTING from the 2002 levels. To make this simple to understand, I explained it to my friends using a number line. With this new language, the BCTF starts the next round of bargaining at say a 50. The government will want us to go to 10 or 15, and we'll compromise and end up maybe 25. But WITHOUT that language, we would have started bargaining at a 10 and only gone down from there. So I do believe it is the best deal possible, it still factors in the biggest issue (from my perspective), we do not lose the important gains of the past, and most importantly, everyone gets to go back to school.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 PM Mam Rose, I appreciate your point of view and your courage. However, let me point out to you and the readers that a decision at the BC supreme court might not turn out the way teachers anticipate. We all know that judges are appointed and who does the appointing? "All justices of the BCSC (including the position of Chief Justice and Associate Chief Justice) are appointed by the federal cabinet, on recommendation of the Minister of Justice. Masters are appointed by the provincial cabinet, on recommendation of the Attorney General in consultation with the Chief Justice." (Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Supreme_Court_of_British_Columbia) Now, I would like to think that all of those people are objective, but they are appointed and we know that there are political appointments. They have a lot of discretion over the laws and judgments. I am willing to bet that the BC Liberals do know this and are betitng the farm (or do they know something we don't know) that the Supreme Courts are stacked against teachers? So, I am not sure if we can count on a WIN if we proceed with the court ruling. I think we would be better to negotiate and negotiate a better deal.Delete Reply retaSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:57 AM Yes...no...yes...no...The last two days have been this. I’ve read so many articles and comments over the past few months and, I can say, I have learned a lot. I know this is not a great deal for teachers right now. I will be voting yes. This is why… 1. The children. Without going into the multiple issues (e.g., grad, post secondary, trades, sports, global education/trips, planned activities, those with varying degrees of special needs, those that need a soft place to land, etc., etc.) the children need to get on with their education. 2. The parents. For many parents, this strike is a financial burden. We do not like to be called baby sitters, but for many living below the poverty line, school is a financial relief. Winter is coming; gas bills will be expensive. 3. Poverty. Remember, BC has the highest child poverty rate in Canada. Schools feed and clothe numerous children. 4. The other systems educators work collaboratively with. MFCD, CYMH, foster parents, group homes, and the multitude of non-profit agencies that support vulnerable children and families are bursting at the seams. We are a part of that team. 5. CUPE. While some have been paid during this strike, that money is coming from districts. It was not provided by the government. And, CUPE is a partner in education - from the bus drivers to the tech dept to custodians to secretaries to EAs and so on. 6. Small Businesses. In our little towns, the school district is the number one employer. There is a direct cause-effect relationship between loss of wage and loss of business. 7. Money. The amount of money that is needed to reverse the erosion of the public education system over numerous years cannot be recouped in one sitting. This agreement is a start. It’s not much but the stage has been set. 8. THE COURT CASE. That is why we were on strike. All the other stuff could have been resolved months ago, but our government was working hard to make the court case go away. Well, it still exists. I consider that the victory. We live to fight another day (as rhetorical as that sounds) AND I hope people actually read the ruling and think critically about how a loss could impact the future of the Charter of Rights, and the power of government to contravene those rights. I am guessing we will vote to ratify as so many fear “what’s next?” from this government. It’s nasty business, and I think legislation would be next. VALUING PUBLIC EDUCATION needs to come from a STRONG, CONSISTENT public voice. If we do ratify the agreement, and those in the profession and public think we've given up, we have not. We’ve been fighting for years. We just haven’t been heard… until now. ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:21 AM I understand your point of view, but sometimes you have to fight to get what you want. This is a VERY bad deal, considering: Other people get on average 2.5% salary increases last year and this year and the next and the rest of us get 1% and must feel happy if we do.? (https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html) THIS DEAL is a horrendously BAD deal for kids/parents as well, of course. We are going to continue to be humiliated and be the laughing stock of many people of this province. After a decade of paycuts, WOW, this is what they are willing to offer! WOW! WOW! WOW!Delete Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:30 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Reply Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:37 PM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:08 PM Let's cross our fingers! I think we need a general strike by all unions if CC legislates teachers back. It is time to put the foot down and tell her and the Liberals that, as in the movie Network,"I am mad as hell and I won't take it anymore!"Delete Reply Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 8:26 PM Needs help on some stats for an online debate Looking for the last 10 or 15 years of contractual salary increases in %. So, 1% for 2001, 0% for 2002,...ReplyDelete Children FirstSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:00 PM Well it's all done now. Really hope the teacher's can find another angle to deal with class size and composition as well as student funding. The government will make sure the coming court case never swings your way no matter what. 2nd most expensive place to live in the the world!!! Wonder why and where the money goes??? ReplyDelete AnonSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 PM I'm an outsider, but have followed closely this whole fiasco and this is a RAW deal. Your union hung you out to dry on this one - taking a really bad deal (clearly no one from the BCTF had rudimentary math skills in their toolbox) and then publicly encouraging to the media that teachers accept the deal....what choice did you have - a no vote would have outraged the public. I could go on and on, but the bottom line, in my opinion, is that your union better get some stronger leaders who are PR and technology savvy. Out with Iker and the rest of those who bargained on your behalf - they just got ......well , we know that happened. Whew, can't even believe how screwed you got, absolutely amazing - nothing meaningful gained in the big picture and only very minor gains for a small group of people, bigger losses for the majority.. Wow - I better stop now. Best of luck. Thanks for all you do for our children. ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ▼  September (9) Reflections on the BC Teacher Strike BC Teacher strike - Lessons learned Response to Sandy Garossino Will the Education Fund improve classroom conditio... Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Class composition: a human rights perspective Class size and composition - a short visual histor... Guest post - I WILL HOLD THE LINE Teachers - let your leadership know it is time to ... ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/tomkertes/status/511689945400872961,Tom Kertes on Twitter: "Thank you @bctf & other unions for defending public education. Public schools support stronger, fairer economy and equal opportunity. #bced" টুইটার অনুসন্ধান অনুসন্ধান টুইটার খুঁজুন সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ ভাষা : বাংলা. हिन्दी Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন টুইটার-এ নতুন ? আজই যোগদান করুন » সাইন ইন করুন ফোন, ইমেল বা ব্যবহারকারীর নাম পাসওয়ার্ড সাইন ইন আমাকে মনে রাখুন পাসওয়ার্ড ভুলে গেছেন? ইতিমধ্যে আপনি কি টেক্সট বার্তার মাধ্যমে টুইটার ব্যবহার করছেন? অনুসরণ অনুসরণ করা কর্মসমূহ:অনুসরণ না করা অবরুদ্ধ অবরোধ মুক্ত মুলতুবি বাতিল Tom Kertes ‏ @tomkertes ১৬ সেপ্টেম্বর Thank you @bctf & other unions for defending public education. Public schools support stronger, fairer economy and equal opportunity. #bced প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট পুনঃটুইটগুলি ৪৭ প্রিয় ২৮ ৬:৩৬ অপরাহ্ণ - ১৫ সেপ্টেম্বর, ২০১৪ Tom Kertes থেকে কোন আপডেট মিস্ করবেন না © 2014 টুইটার সম্বন্ধে সহায়তা বিজ্ঞপ্তি তথ্য বন্ধ মিডিয়াটিকে চিহ্নিত করুন এটি ইতিমধ্যে সংবেদনশীল কন্টেন্ট ধারণকারী হিসাবে চিহ্নিত হয়েছে। পতাকা তুলুন এটি সম্ভাব্যরূপে অবৈধ বিষয়বস্তুর ধারণকারী হিসেবে। সমর্পণ করা বাতিল মিডিয়াকে চিহ্নিত করা সম্পর্কে আরো জানুন খারিজ বন্ধ পূর্ববর্তী পরবর্তী বন্ধ একজন ব্যক্তির প্রোফাইলে যান সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ বন্ধ আপনার অনুসরণকারীদের এই পুনঃটুইটটি পাঠাবেন? বাতিল পুনঃটুইট বন্ধ আপনি কি নিশ্চিত যে এই টুইট মুছে দিতে চান? বাতিল মুছে ফেলুন বন্ধ রোধ করন বাতিল রোধ করন আপনার টুইটসমুহে একটি অবস্থান যুক্ত করুন যখন একটি অবস্থানের সঙ্গে আপনার টুইট করেন, টুইটার সেই অবস্থান সংরক্ষণ করে। প্রত্যেক টুইটের আগে আপনি আপনার অবস্থান চালু / বন্ধ করতে পারেন, এবং যে কোনও সময় আপনি আপনার অবস্থানের ইতিহাস মুছে ফেলতে পারেন। আরো জানুন অবস্থান চালু করুন এখন নয় স্থান বন্ধ করুন বন্ধ প্রোফাইল সারসংক্ষেপ বন্ধ আপনার তালিকাসমূহ বন্ধ একটি নতুন তালিকা তৈরি করুন নাম তালিকা বিবরণ 100 অক্ষরের কম, ঐচ্ছিক তালিকাসমূহ:গোপনীয়তা সাধারণ · যে কেউ এই তালিকা অনুসরণ করতে পারেন ব্যক্তিগত · শুধুমাত্র আপনিই এই তালিকায় প্রবেশ করতে পারবেন তালিকা সংরক্ষণ করুন বন্ধ বন্ধ এই টুইট স্থাপিত কর আপনার নীচের ওয়েবসাইটে কোডটি অনুলিপি দ্বারা এই টুইট যোগ করুন * আরও জানুন হুম, সার্ভারে পৌঁছনোর একটি সমস্যা ছিল। পরে আবার চেষ্টা করবেন? প্রকৃত টুইট অন্তর্ভুক্ত করুন অন্তর্ভুক্ত মিডিয়া প্রাকদর্শন বন্ধ টুইটারে নিবন্ধন করুন টুইটারে নেই? নিবন্ধন করুন, আপনির পছন্দের বিষয়গুলির সাথে যুক্ত হন, এবং তাদের বিষয়ে হালনাগাদ পান। একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন » বন্ধ দুটি উপায় (প্রেরণ এবং গ্রহণ) শর্ট কোড: দেশ কোড গ্রাহকদের জন্য মার্কিন যুক্তরাষ্ট্র 40404 (যে কোন) কানাডা 21212 (যে কোন) যুক্তরাজ্য 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM হাইতি 40404 Digicel, Voila আয়ারল্যান্ড 51210 Vodafone, O2 ভারত 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance ইন্দোনেশিয়া 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » অন্য দেশসমুহের এসএসএস সংক্ষিপ্ত কোড দেখুন বন্ধ নিশ্চিতকরণ)
(20141006,www.news1130.com,http://www.news1130.com/fb-channel.html,)
(20140925,www.familiesfundingteachers.ca,http://www.familiesfundingteachers.ca/wp-includes/js/tinymce/skins/lightgray/,Index of /wp-includes/js/tinymce/skins/lightgray Index of /wp-includes/js/tinymce/skins/lightgray Name Last modified Size Description Parent Directory   -   content.inline.min.css 29-Aug-2014 12:50 1.1K   content.min.css 29-Aug-2014 12:50 1.5K   fonts/ 29-Aug-2014 12:50 -   img/ 29-Aug-2014 12:50 -   skin.ie7.min.css 29-Aug-2014 12:50 32K   skin.min.css 29-Aug-2014 12:50 32K   Apache/2.2.16 (Debian) Server at www.familiesfundingteachers.ca Port 80)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141007,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/bcedplan/status/407969554665852929,BC's Education Plan on Twitter: ".@JessicaVdV report says we are among the best. Changes will help our students do even better." Twitter Search query Search Twitter Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Language: English Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Have an account? Sign in New to Twitter? Join Today » Sign In Phone, email or username Password Sign in Remember me Forgot password? Already using Twitter via text message? BC Government News ‏ @BCGovNews Dec 3 BC students among best internationally: http://ow.ly/rpi5O  @BCEdplan Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Jessica Van der Veen ‏ @JessicaVdV Dec 3 @BCGovNews @bcedplan "Best internationally"eh? Begging the question: Why the massive changes in the #bced plan? Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Follow Following Unfollow Blocked Unblock Pending Cancel BC's Education Plan ‏ @bcedplan Dec 3 . @JessicaVdV report says we are among the best. Changes will help our students do even better. Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet 12:28 PM - 3 Dec 2013 Patti Bacchus ‏ @pattibacchus Dec 3 @bcedplan Think what we could do if restored teacher librarian,counseling & sp ed staffing lost due to funding shortfalls @JessicaVdV Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Jessica Van der Veen ‏ @JessicaVdV Dec 3 @pattibacchus It always comes down 2 teachers, resources & kids. Replacing staff with machines is a bad #bcedplan. #bcpoli Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Curious George ‏ @impishchimp Dec 3 @bcedplan @JessicaVdV is there research to support this claim? Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Jessica Van der Veen ‏ @JessicaVdV Dec 4 @massivhedwound @bcedplan which claim? Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Curious George ‏ @impishchimp Dec 4 @JessicaVdV @bcedplan that the proposed changes will help students do even better. Sounds more like wishful thinking. Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Jessica Van der Veen ‏ @JessicaVdV Dec 4 @massivhedwound @bcedplan With less staffing grey area kids will not reach potential & there are many. #bcpoli Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Don’t miss any updates from BC's Education Plan © 2014 Twitter About Help Ads info Close Flag this media This has already been marked as containing sensitive content. Flag this as containing potentially illegal content. Submit Cancel Learn more about flagging media Dismiss Close Previous Next Close Go to a person's profile Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Close Retweet this to your followers? Cancel Retweet Close Are you sure you want to delete this Tweet? Cancel Delete Close Block Cancel Block Add a location to your Tweets When you tweet with a location, Twitter stores that location. You can switch location on/off before each Tweet and always have the option to delete your location history. Learn more Turn location on Not now Turn off location Close Profile summary Close Your lists Close Create a new list List name Description Under 100 characters, optional Privacy Public · Anyone can follow this list Private · Only you can access this list Save list Close Close Embed this Tweet Add this Tweet to your website by copying the code below. Learn more Hmm, there was a problem reaching the server. Try again? Include parent Tweet Include media Preview Close Sign up for Twitter Not on Twitter? Sign up, tune into the things you care about, and get updates as they happen. Have an account? Sign in » Close Two-way (sending and receiving) short codes: Country Code For customers of United States 40404 (any) Canada 21212 (any) United Kingdom 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM Haiti 40404 Digicel, Voila Ireland 51210 Vodafone, O2 India 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Indonesia 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » See SMS short codes for other countries Close Confirmation)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "Eid Mubarak to all those celebrating in BC!" @bcliberals - 06:52pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=24784,BCTF News Releases  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources   For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development News Release Archives 2014  2013  2012    2011 2010  2009  2008 2007  2006  Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2011 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  December 16, 2011 CUPE deal increases pressure on government to revise mandate for teachers  The BC Teachers’ Federation is encouraged by news of the tentative agreement reached between the Canadian Union of Public Employees, representing school support workers, and the BC Public School Employers’ Association.  BCTF President Susan Lambert welcomed three key elements of the deal: “The employer dropped its concession demands, put money on the table, and addressed CUPE concerns about their bargaining structures,” she said, adding that “the government is treating the two bargaining tables very differently. The concessions being demanded at the BCTF table are deep and broad. They would fundamentally restrict teachers’ rights and virtually eliminate fair process in hiring, transfers, and evaluation.”  Lambert emphasized that the government’s net-zero mandate has not been applied across the board. “Nurses, anaesthesiologists, police, firefighters, and now CUPE have all broken the net-zero mandate,” she said, adding that with the current rate of inflation running at 3%, net zero actually means a 3% salary cut.   “Net zero would just compound the growing gap between BC teachers’ salaries and those of our colleagues in other provinces,” Lambert said. She pointed to the example of Alberta, where teachers at top of scale make over $20,000 more than their counterparts in BC. By contrast, CUPE school support workers in BC are among the highest paid in Canada for their job categories. Lambert also noted that the CUPE deal contains improvements to working hours for special education assistants (SEA). “That’s good news. More SEA time means improved services for students with special needs. Now we need to persuade the government to restore special education teachers as well,” she said.  Another positive element to the CUPE deal is that it incorporates both provincial and local bargaining. This is a goal of the BCTF bargaining too, but so far the employer has insisted that negotiations must take place at the provincial table.  “CUPE’s bargaining structures were altered to meet their needs. I don’t understand why the same could not be done to allow teachers to negotiate local solutions to problems or challenges in local school districts,” Lambert said. -  30  - For more information, contact Nancy Knickerbocker, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell). Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=25046&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 4, January/February 2012   I think about leaving my job almost every day   By Jane Bant   It’s not a job really; it’s what I am. You see, I’m a teacher and have been for 19 years. Or more accurately, I AM a teacher, and other than taking time off in the middle to have my own kids, I always have been. And I’m a good teacher. My students in Grades 4 and 5 and I smile and laugh each day. I’m quick with a hug or a high five, a granola bar for a kid who’s hungry, or a quiet word with a kid who needs that instead. I don’t believe in much homework, especially not for 9- or 10-year-olds. Kids should be outside, in boots and raincoats if necessary, building and digging and mucking about. At past meet the teacher nights I’ve said, “Go for walks with your kids. Play chess together. Play Monopoly. Watch something on Discovery Channel and then research it together. Snuggle on the couch and read a great book together. It’s the relationship you build with the kids now that will hopefully see them through difficult times in their teens, or have them coming to you for advice instead of to their peers. Nothing is more important than that. Certainly not a math worksheet.” I’ve almost had standing ovations. But I think about leaving. I push kids to try things they think they can’t, do things they think they can’t, and find out more than they’ve ever known. But how can I do it all? How can I meet their needs every single day? Twenty-seven 9- and 10-year-olds: two who can’t stop moving, two who would never move if I didn’t encourage them, one who prefers complete silence, 10 more who need to talk and discuss and question to clarify their thoughts. I have two students who call out answers and one who’d rather not say a word. One who needs this, two who need that, three who need a different this, four who need a different that. Five who can write and write and write some more, four who can’t get anything down on paper. And that’s today. Tomorrow, with a new lesson, a new concept, their needs might all be different. I make connections with kids. I know who’s into fishing and who’s into horseback riding, who plays tennis and who plays ringette. I’ve been to watch my students play in baseball playoffs and soccer tournaments, and one wants me to go golfing with him. I’m fortunate to live in the community where I teach, so I run into current and former students at the grocery store or the mall. I get hugs from former students and their parents, and a holler and a wave from a long-ago former student now in secondary school, even as he was surrounded by his mates. And so I think, how can I leave? Sometimes it’s the money, and no, it’s not what you’re thinking: it’s not the money I make; it’s the money I spend for use in my classroom. I have a classroom library with more than 1,000 books: 700+ novels and 300 non-fiction books almost all purchased with my own money. A few have been donated by generous families and a few have been purchased with bonus coupons from student monthly book clubs. But by far the majority I’ve bought at garage sales, used book stores, or online. And those are just the student books. I have professional references that suggest how to incorporate more of this and more of that into my teaching of reading comprehension, handwriting, math, and science, to name just a few. I purchased every poster on the wall and even the alphabet that hangs at the front of my classroom. I wonder, do doctors and nurses pay for the things they use to do their jobs in the hospital? Sometimes it’s the time. My school runs from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., but I’m there by 8:00 a.m. everyday and I’m seldom out before 5:00 p.m. But that’s not the end of it, because I usually take work home, often spending another two or three hours in the evening drafting e-mails or marking assessments. So much marking! Time on weekends or holidays is spent making unit plans or other long-range planning. I’m fit, but this fall I had a health scare and it suddenly made clear for me that I need to take time for my health too. I now try to leave work by 4:30 p.m. two days a week to work out, but it’s honestly hard to do every week. And so I think about leaving. Most years I keep going, knowing I’m making a difference with my students and their families. But every year that teachers are in negotiations for a new contract I feel that whatever I’m doing, it’s not enough. Whatever amount of time I’m devoting, it’s not enough. Whatever money I’m spending, it’s not enough. Whatever work I’m doing, it’s not enough. And now I feel like I’m being asked for more, because if I can’t do more, reach more, teach more, I’ll be asked to leave. Maybe I should leave. In my classroom, when my students and I are discussing something, I always ask, “Does this make sense? Is it reasonable?” When we make a decision, we compromise. We learn, practice, and live the concept of give and take. I hear them using those words in their interactions. It makes sense to them. I wish the adults doing the negotiating on both sides of this stalemate would remember this concept. Because one day, me and a lot of other dedicated, experienced, and compassionate teachers will decide that all the work, time, and money could be spent differently. And that would be a shame. I’d miss my kids. Jane Bant, Caulfeild Elementary School, West Vancouver   )
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(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "#FunFriday Fact: #BC has the highest small business employment in Canada. October is Small Business Month! Check out: http://t.co/20bcLmlvFP" @bcliberals - 03:55pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/AboutUs.aspx?printPage=true,About us  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > About Us About Us The British Columbia Teachers' Federation (BCTF), established in 1917, is the union of professionals representing 41,000 public school teachers in the province of British Columbia, Canada. All public school teachers belong to the BCTF and their local teachers' association. Advisory committees The BCTF Executive Committee has responsibility for the creation and appointment of any BCTF advisory committees. Terms of reference and composition   Priorities for 2013-14   Committee postings  Affiliation In 2006, BC teachers voted 78.2% to join the Canadian Labour Congress and maintain membership in the BC Federation of Labour. Commitment to Solidarity statement The purpose of the Commitment to Solidarity is to guide the conduct of members participating in BCTF meetings. Conflict of Interest Policy for Members This comprehensive policy was adopted by the BCTF Executive Committee in January 2013. Contacts Our Contact us page lists contact information for the BCTF president, Executive Committee, local presidents, provincial specialist association presidents, and staff. It also gives contact information for the most frequently asked questions from members and the public. Employment opportunities The BCTF is a unionized work site. Employment opportunities, as they occur, are listed on the page and removed upon application deadline expiry. Governance The BCTF is a democratically structured organization. Our governance chart  gives a visual overview and our governance page describes the governing bodies of the Federation. History The BC Teachers' Federation was incorporated as a benevolent society in 1919 and achieved full collective bargaining rights in 1987. The history of the organization illustrates its effectiveness in working for the rights of teachers and students in promoting public education. Locals The BCTF provides for locals of teachers throughout BC. Our locals deal with matters of local concern that affect the welfare of their members. Member services The BCTF offers a wide range of workshops, programs, and services for members. The BCTF Member Services page provides members with information about the opportunities to enhance professional practice, develop leadership skills, learn together with colleagues, and advocate for students. Members' Guide The Members’ Guide includes priorities, services, constitution and bylaws, policies and procedures, simplified rules of order, history, and the code of ethics. Membership All teachers employed in a school district in British Columbia are eligible to be active members of the Federation and of a local in that school district. Members may change their address or personal information by logging into the secure BCTF member portal or by completing an online submission form on our membership page. Privacy policy The BCTF is committed to protecting the privacy and confidentiality of our members' personal information by complying with the British Columbia Personal Information Protection Act (PIPA). The privacy policy has been adopted by the BCTF Executive Committee. Provincial Specialist Associations The BCTF includes 32 provincial specialist associations (PSAs).)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/TeacherNewsmag.aspx?fid=7864&id=10430,BCTF > Teacher Newsmagazine, January/February 2007, Volume 19, Number 4  	BCTF Teacher Newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine of the BC Teachers’ Federation January/February 2007, Volume 19, Number 4    This month's issue is also available in PDF format. Click here or on the image above for the PDF version. Table of Contents A censor? Who, me? by Murray Corren A chronology of French-as-a-first-language education in BC by Pierre Blouin A profound change for the worse by Ellen Gould An e-mail bit me BC Teachers' Pension Plan BCeSIS: What’s wrong with this picture? by Larry Kuehn Canadian teachers breaking the ice by Ellen Hardy Classified advertising CLC’s newest affiliate gets a major boost Education Committee report to the BCFed Convention FASD Outreach Program Free library cards! From Amazon to the Antarctic From war toys to peace art by Larry Kuehn Health and safety: Boards neglecting responsibilities by Mark Keelan Historical perspectives: The Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives by Ken Novakowski International support needed for Oaxaca teachers and indigenous communities by Jinny Sims Looking back by Chris Bocking On being well: Wellness is the passion of a Prince Rupert educator by Julia Johnson President's message Readers write Teachers' tips: Self-directed PD by Lucinda Tooker and Bob Wilson Ten new BCTF lesson aids The global accountability juggernaut and you by Ritchie Kendrick UN body offers to help BC government Women's conference: Remembering our rights by Jane Turner Yours for the asking About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Touring a natural gas drilling rig with @MLA Mike Bernier, and Brian from EnCana http://t.co/AifdJ4H07b" @Teresa_Wat - 06:01pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/bctf/status/512022752023158784,BCTF on Twitter: "Jim Iker will be live in a couple minutes. Watch here http://t.co/QMUActA09M #bced #bcpoli" Twitter Search query Search Twitter Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Language: English Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Have an account? Sign in New to Twitter? Join Today » Sign In Phone, email or username Password Sign in Remember me Forgot password? Already using Twitter via text message? Follow Following Unfollow Blocked Unblock Pending Cancel BCTF ‏ @bctf Sep 16 Jim Iker will be live in a couple minutes. Watch here http://new.livestream.com/BCTF/Sept162014  #bced #bcpoli Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Retweets 18 Favorites 9 4:38 PM - 16 Sep 2014 Shannon Perna ‏ @ShannonPerna Sep 16 @bctf Tick tock? Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Vancouver Observer ‏ @VanObserver Sep 16 @bctf audio is very, very poor on live web feed Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Bob Cotter ‏ @gibsonsgolfer Sep 16 @bctf Volume is low Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Vancouver Observer ‏ @VanObserver Sep 16 @bctf please fix audio -- cannot hear at all online. Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet jackfleming007 ‏ @Jackfleming007 Sep 16 Thank you @BCTF. We now understnd the importance of having a union representing pub ed. @GlobalBC @simisara980 @CTVVancouver Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Vancouver Observer ‏ @VanObserver Sep 16 @bctf this is what your web stream looks like to us. Audio also cuts in and out. pic.twitter.com/qfeIKx4B6f View photo Hide photo Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Celine ‏ @TweetCoco Sep 16 @bctf Iker needs a secretary to monitor media questions and quantity. Man stands alone. Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Brett Gaylor ‏ @remixmanifesto Sep 16 @bctf was there a recording? Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Don’t miss any updates from BCTF © 2014 Twitter About Help Ads info Close Flag this media This has already been marked as containing sensitive content. Flag this as containing potentially illegal content. Submit Cancel Learn more about flagging media Dismiss Close Previous Next Close Go to a person's profile Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Close Retweet this to your followers? Cancel Retweet Close Are you sure you want to delete this Tweet? Cancel Delete Close Block Cancel Block Add a location to your Tweets When you tweet with a location, Twitter stores that location. You can switch location on/off before each Tweet and always have the option to delete your location history. Learn more Turn location on Not now Turn off location Close Profile summary Close Your lists Close Create a new list List name Description Under 100 characters, optional Privacy Public · Anyone can follow this list Private · Only you can access this list Save list Close Close Embed this Tweet Add this Tweet to your website by copying the code below. Learn more Hmm, there was a problem reaching the server. Try again? Include parent Tweet Include media Preview Close Sign up for Twitter Not on Twitter? Sign up, tune into the things you care about, and get updates as they happen. Have an account? Sign in » Close Two-way (sending and receiving) short codes: Country Code For customers of United States 40404 (any) Canada 21212 (any) United Kingdom 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM Haiti 40404 Digicel, Voila Ireland 51210 Vodafone, O2 India 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Indonesia 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » See SMS short codes for other countries Close Confirmation)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Foster parents are ordinary people engaged in extraordinary acts of kindness. Join the team! http://t.co/6jUkcsOp6V" @Teresa_Wat - 04:31pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media last tweet "" @ - 12:00am Follow @ last post "" facebook/ - Jan 1st Like Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/bctla/info/executive.html,BCTLA: Member Services Governance Home Contacts President Executive Members   Governance ... Executive List History Constitution Mission & Goals Minutes Annual Reports Position Statements Executive Board Contact Information   Email and Phone Contact Information Position Name Email Work Phone President Heather Daly daly_heather@hotmail.com 604-936-0478 Past President vacant     VP, Chapter Relations Lindsay Ross bctlachapterrelations@gmail.com 250-477-1855 VP, Advocacy vacant     VP, Resources Devika Chudy devikachudy@gmail.com 604-463-9513 Treasurer Grahame Rainey bctla@rainey.ca   Secretary Patricia Baisi dpbaisi@hotmail.com 604-588-5481 Conference Chairperson Sylvia Zubke szubke@gmail.com 604-713-4985 Liaison Chairperson Moira Ekdahl moira.ekdahl@gmail.com 604-713-8258 The Bookmark Chairperson April Hilland aprilhilland@gmail.com   Professional Development Chairperson Gordon Powell powell.gordon@gmail.com 604-668-6056 Working & Learning Conditions Chairperson Ann Titford suzisuzuki@yahoo.ca 604-826-4187 Member at Large (TBA) Emiline Downs edowns@shaw.ca 604-576-1381 Member at Large (Membership) Wendy Amy bctlamembership@gmail.com 604-664-8299 Member at Large (TBA) Maria McAllister marialee64@hotmail.com 604-903-3750   Frequently Used Mailing Addresses and Fax Numbers President Treasurer Heather Daly Moody Elementary 2717 St. Johns Street Port Moody, BC V3H 2B8 Fax: 604-936-0479 Mailing Address: Grahame Rainey 1607-511 Rochester Avenue Coquitlam, BC V3K 0A2 Secretary Conference Chair Patricia Baisi Prince Charles Elementary 12405-100 Avenue Surrey, BC V3V 2X2 Fax: 604-582-4358 Sylvia Zubke David Livingstone Elementary 315 East 23rd Avenue Vancouver, BC V5V 1X6 Fax: 604-713-4987 The Bookmark Chair VP, Chapter Relations April Hilland Email: aprilhilland@gmail.com Lindsay Ross Gordon Head Middle 1671 Kenmore Street Victoria, BC V8N 4M8 Fax: 250-472-0159   Executive Board Terms of Reference The President shall: prepare agendas and preside at the AGM and meetings of the Executive Board and Council. be ex officio, a member of all committees. represent the BCTLA on PSA Council and to the BCTF. represent the BCTLA to partner groups. notify all Executive Board members of all Executive Board meetings. report annually to the Council on behalf of the Executive Board. submit an annual President's report to the AGM. The Vice President, Chapter Relations shall:  in the absence of the President, preside and perform the duties of the President.  provide liaison between the executive board and the chapters. coordinate hospitality aspects for all BCTLA meetings. notify Council members of Council and General meetings. revise the BCTLA Councillor's Guidebook information each fall.  provide orientation to new Chapter Councillors each fall. maintain files of local chapter constitutions, district library policies, and chapter reports.  maintain a current contact list of Chapter Councillors and chapter executives. submit an annual report to the AGM.  The Vice President, Advocacy shall:  develop and carry out advocacy initiatives and campaigns. respond to immediate advocacy needs via letter-writing and other forms of communication. maintain a file of current research and promotional materials. submit an annual report to the AGM.  The Vice President, Resources shall:  provide leadership to the Executive Board around technology integration and use. develop technology solutions and publications for BCTLA. coordinate the management of the BCTLA website. submit an annual report to the AGM. The Treasurer shall:  receive and bank all monies due the BCTLA either directly or through the BCTF.  keep bookkeeping records of such funds, based on the data supplied by the BCTF.  pay bills from officers and committee members only when authorized and when receipts from expenditures are attached.  suggest guidelines for financial policies including reimbursement. disburse all monies, within the approved guidelines, and/or as the BCTLA may direct. continually review the budget and advise the Executive Board if issues become apparent.   prepare a draft budget to be passed by the Executive Board and be presented at the Council in the fall.  submit a budget to the BCTF for approval.  prepare a recommendation on fees for presentation at the AGM.  submit a complete financial report to the AGM. The Secretary shall:  keep minutes of the meetings.  prepare and distribute to all members of the Executive Board and Council minutes of the meetings of these bodies and those of general meetings.  take charge of all documents belonging to the BCTLA, not especially under the charge of any other officer.  accept award and grant nominations and forward these on April 2nd to the President. The Working and Learning Conditions Chairperson shall:  conduct an annual working and learning conditions survey and report on this and other related surveys as may be determined by the Executive Board or Council. act as a liaison with the BCTF Bargaining division and represent the rights and needs of the province's teacher-librarians with the BCTF and encourage local chapters to work with their district bargaining committees.  maintain a file of district contracts containing items relating to teacher-librarian working and learning conditions.  The Conference Chairperson shall:  develop a long range plan for Fall and/or Spring and/or regional conferences.  work with local conference committees providing liaison with the executive board. maintain a conference planning book and conference file.  submit an annual report to the AGM. The Professional Development Chairperson shall:  collect and maintain an up-to-date file of resource people.  organize professional development opportunities for BC teacher-librarians.  inform BCTLA members of new trends in the field of teacher-librarianship.  submit an annual report to the AGM. The immediate Past President shall:  chair the Constitution and Bylaws Committee.  chair the BCTLA Nominating Committee and prepare an annual report for the AGM. (Fall Council, 1989)  The Liaison Chairperson shall:  work with the Professional Development Chairperson to provide liaison with the universities.  provide liaison with other provincial, national and international and teacher-librarian associations.  provide liaison with the local childrens' literature, library and technology/digitization committees. coordinate and support the BCTLA sections. find official teacher-librarian representatives for committees and take reports. submit an annual report to the AGM.  The Bookmark Chairperson shall:  recommend, to the Executive Board, members to be appointed to the Editorial Board and BCTLA Reviews Committees.  chair the Editorial Board Committee.  solicit articles and information, and expect the co-operation of Executive Board members insoliciting and obtaining articles for publication.  prepare and publish The Bookmark. submit an annual report to the AGM.  The Member at Large(s) shall:  support members the BCTLA Executive as requested in a variety of areas which may be assigned on a semi-permanent basis, or assigned on a task-by-task basis. individually each submit an annual report to the AGM.    Important Dates 1939: BC School Librarians' Association founded 1958: The BC School Librarians' Association begins publishing The Bookmark journal 1976: The Ministry of Education "Sources and Resources" project begins to develop a Handbook for BC school library professionals 1978: In Vancouver, Ken Haycock and others develop a new term—"teacher-librarian"—to describe the professional in the school library and express the teaching role of the school librarian 1981: The annual Working and Learning Conditions surveys begin 1983: Name changed to BC Teacher-Librarians' Association 1986: BCTLA publishes Fuel for Change: Cooperative Program Planning and Teaching 1987: BCTLA submits a brief to the Royal Commission on Education 1990: Developing Independent Learners: The Role of the School Library Resource Centre is published by the Ministry of Education 1991: Literature Connections: The Teacher and Teacher-Librarian Partnership is published by the Ministry of Education 2000: BCTLA publishes The Research Quest 2011: BCTLA publishes The Points of Inquiry: A Framework for Information Literacy and the 21st-Century Learner   Past Presidents BCSLA Presidents 1939-1940 Muriel Carruthers* 1940-1941 Margaret (Rathie) Ginther 1941-1942 Jean Woodrow 1942-1943 Margaret Cook 1943-1944 Jean (Witbeck) Vick 1944-1945 Mary Coleman* 1945-1946 Cordy Mackay & Myrtle Batchelor 1946-1947 Myrtle Batchelor 1947-1949 Lucy Howell* 1949-1951 Margaret Murray 1951-1953 Hilda Smith 1953-1955 Christine Sutherland 1955-1957 Josie MacDonald 1957-1958 May Martin 1958-1959 Dorothy McLellan 1959-1960 Dorothy Williams 1960-1961 Marion Wylie* 1961-1962 Ed Burchak 1962-1963 Harry Newsom 1963-1964 Grace d'Arcy 1964-1965 Mary Coggin 1965-1966 Ed Albrecht 1966-1967 Robert Brown 1967-1968 Margaretta Rice 1968-1969 Alan Fraser 1969-1970 Elsie Wagner 1970-1971 Roger Behn 1971-1972 Fran Sbrocchi 1972-1973 Gerry Constable 1973-1974 Mel Rainey 1974-1976 Angela Thacker* 1976-1977 Blair Greenwood* 1977-1978 Doug Trounce 1978-1979 Mel Maglio 1979-1980 Glen Pinch 1980-1982 William Scott* 1982-1983 Alan Knight* BCTLA Presidents 1983-1984 Alan Knight* 1984-1986 Liz Austrom 1986-1988 Barbara Hall 1988-1990 Diana Poole* 1990-1992 Patricia Finlay 1992-1994 Kristina Nellis 1994-1995 Judith Kootte 1995-1998 Gerald Soon 1998-2001 Mark Roberts 2001-2003 Joan Eaton & Kay Treadgold 2003-2005 Mary Locke 2005-2007 Pat Parungao 2008-2009 Bonnie McComb & Heather Daly 2009-2016 Heather Daly * Deceased   Constitution and Bylaws The BC Teacher-Librarians' Association is provincial specialist association in British Columbia. We are part of the BC Teachers Federation.  BCTLA Constitution and Bylaws BCTLA Organizational Chart   Mission and Goals Can we experiment with, draw others into collaborative learning where the library is really the hub of teaching and learning? It's a chance to move to the center where we have dreamed of being for a half century. Grab the brass ring! (David Loertscher, email to AASL Forum, August 27, 2009) Program of the BCTLA GOALS The goals of the BCTLA are to: Promote the place of the school library program in relation to learning and educational change. Improve the working and learning conditions in B.C. school libraries. Increase the involvement of teacher-librarians in curriculum development and literacy-based initiatives. Encourage the participation of teacher-librarians in professional development, BCTLA activities and publications. OBJECTIVES To promote the essential roles of the teacher-librarian and the school library resource centre program toward improving students' life chances. To provide a network for the sharing of ideas, trends and new developments in education. To maintain and improve communications within BCTLA. To develop professional materials and programs. To improve the working and learning conditions of teacher-librarians in school libraries. To promote teacher-librarian involvement in the evaluation, selection, and management of print, non-print, and digital learning resources. To increase membership. EVALUATION CRITERIA Involvement of BCTLA members in local and provincial associations as well as membership on Ministry Committees. Responses received to the BCTLA Working and Learning Conditions Survey. Evident support from educational associations, institutions, elected officials, and the community. Publication of professional materials. Attendance at BCTLA Conferences. Feedback from Chapter Councilors at Fall and Spring Council meetings. Membership statistics from the BCTF.   BCTLA Meeting Minutes The minutes of meetings will be posted here. 2014-2015: Executive: September | October | January | April Council: Fall | Spring General Meetings: AGM 2013-2014: Executive: September | October | January | April Council: Fall | Spring General Meetings: AGM 2012-2013: Executive: September | October | January | April Council: Fall | Spring General Meetings: AGM 2011-2012: Executive: September | October | January | April Council: Fall | Spring General Meetings: AGM 2010-2011: Executive: September | October | January | April Council: Fall | Spring General Meetings: AGM 2009-2010: Executive: September | October | January | April Council: Fall | Spring General Meetings: AGM 2008-2009: Executive: September | October | January | April Council: Fall | Spring General Meetings: AGM 2007-2008: Executive: September | October | January | April Council: Fall | Spring General Meetings: AGM 2006-2007: Executive: September | October | January | April Council: Fall | Spring General Meetings: AGM 2005-2006: Executive: September | October | January | April Council: Fall | Spring General Meetings: AGM 2004-2005: Executive: September | October | January | April Council: Fall | Spring General Meetings: AGM 2003-2004: Executive: September | October | January | April Council: Fall | Spring General Meetings: AGM 2002-2003: Executive: September | October | January | April Council: Fall | Spring General Meetings: AGM 2001-2002: Executive: September | October | January | April Council: Fall | Spring General Meetings: AGM 2000-2001: Executive: September | October | January | April Council: Fall | Spring General Meetings: AGM   Annual and Chapter Reports Each year, the BC Teacher-Librarians' Association produces an Annual Report of activities and highlights. BCTLA Annual Report 2013-2014 BCTLA Annual Report 2012-2013 BCTLA Annual Report 2011-2012 BCTLA Annual Report 2010-2011 BCTLA Annual Report 2009-2010 BCTLA Annual Report 2008-2009 BCTLA Annual Report 2007-2008   Position Statements The British Columbia Teacher-Librarians' Association publishes 'position statements' in an effort to clarify and affirm issues considered best practices. These documents are written by members of the BCTLA Executive Board after significant research and consultation. Book Levelling and School Library Collections School Library Programs Position Statement The British Columbia Teacher-Librarians' Association and other library associations are concerned about the significant loss of teacher-librarian staffing in BC. Proposed Reductions of Teacher-Librarian Staffing in 2009-10 > BCTLA statement BC Library Association Responds to 2009-10 Cuts > response CLA and CASL Alarmed At Cuts to BC Education > news release BCTF: FTE services decline > download document         | BCTLA HOME | MEMBERS SERVICES | GOVERNANCE > ______________________________________________________________________ ©2012 British Columbia Teacher-librarians' Association. - updated September 17, 2014 17:15 BCTLA Resources by BC Teacher-librarians Association is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Noncommercial-Share Alike 2.5 Canada License. Permissions beyond the scope of this license may be available at: http://bctf.ca/bctla/contacts.html)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=22391,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 23, Number 5, March 2011   Readers write BCeSIS fails the test Last October, Education Minister Margaret MacDiarmid told CBC Radio’s Daybreak program (Kelowna) that the problems with BCeSIS (British Columbia enterprise Student Information System) were fixed and is still cost effective. But on the January 19, 2011, broadcast of Daybreak, MacDiarmid said a consultant will now assess if BCeSIS is worth keeping. MacDiarmid is understating the problem. She didn’t mention there have been significant difficulties with BCeSIS every year since it was introduced. BCeSIS has failed in nearly every key instance when teachers had to be logged on in crucial time periods, such as when preparing and writing student report cards each term/semester. Obviously, the more districts using BCeSIS, the more pressure on every aspect of the system. When BCeSIS was being created, an alternative was put forward, based on having software and data at the school and district level, with a roll-up only of necessary information to the provincial level. But districts were told if they didn’t join BCeSIS they would have to develop their own systems, which had to be compatible with BCeSIS. Not surprisingly, the vast majority of BC’s 60 school districts have now opted in, paying “only” $10 per student per year for access. (As of September 2010, only Delta, Vernon, Campbell River, and Okanagan-Shuswap have not opted in.) However, the real costs are much higher when additional higher-end computers, staff training, technical support, troubleshooting, lost productivity, and wasted time are added. If Apple or Microsoft had sold a product to the public with as many glitches as BCeSIS, it would have been recalled the same week. David Buckna (retired), Kelowna  Making way for new teachers As a teacher approaching retiring age, I read with interest Glynis Cadwell’s article recognizing the hard feelings that are being directed at retired teachers working as TTOCs. As another article in the same issue states, the average age of retirement in our Teachers’ Pension Plan in 2009 was 58 years old. I suggest it is time to acknowledge most retired teachers working as TTOCs for a few days a month are not taking jobs from younger teachers. Rather, by retiring on average seven years before their 65th birthday, they are providing new teachers an earlier opportunity for full-time work in the classrooms being vacated. Gloria Dreyer, Langley  Meritless idea I recently retired as a public school teacher with 30 years in the classroom. I have heard so much about merit pay over the past many years. The reason why it has never come to fruition anywhere successfully is simply because it can’t work. I taught elementary school and every year a new group of students would come with different learning styles, different home backgrounds, and so many other factors that affect their learning. One year I would have tremendous success with students and would under the merit-pay idea receive a large salary. The very next year, with different children, I would probably be fired under that concept. We teach children, not sell a product, and each child is different. Teachers will always do the best they can for the child but the results will vary. The merit-pay concept also does not seem to consider the large number of teachers who are specialists in many areas. What about the large number of teachers who do not register a class— teacher-librarians, special educators who work with only one or two students at a time? How about home economics, music, or shop teachers—do we base their salary on how well the students bake a cake, perform in a concert, or build a birdhouse? Too many, who are not knowledgeable about the education process, seem to think that all teachers register a classroom of students. They do not understand the concept that “It takes a village to raise a child.” Our international scores always show Canada near the top of the world on student scores and BC always ranks near the top in Canada. My experience tells me that well over 90% of our teachers are dedicated, intelligent, and incredible wonderful people. I am so very proud that I was a teacher for so many years. Allen Stanton (retired), Coquitlam  Short-changed on prep Due to a legal loophole that allows the averaging of prep time, hundreds of secondary school teachers go five months with no prep time. This is a travesty. Not surprisingly, the five months can be brutal. Many teachers get burned out or take a reduced assignment, which means a reduced salary, and a reduced pension. Roughly half of BC’s secondary schools are able to give their teachers weekly prep time, either through a fully linear timetable or through a mix of linear and semestered courses. Now should be a good time to harmonize contracts across the province to give weekly prep time to all teachers. It is a no-cost item. Other government employees work a 37.5 hour week. A recent BCTF survey found teachers in BC work an average of 47.8 hours per week. Therefore, without prep time, there are a lot of teachers working over 50 hours per week. Brian Lavery, Port Alberni  Not very dignifying I am writing to comment on a statement made in the “Dignity in retirement” article in the Jan./Feb. 2011 issue. The article states “The total pension payments you will receive within the first five years of retirement will be more than the contributions (plus interest) you will make to the plan…)” Although I understand that the statement is made in the context of a lifetime income for myself and my spouse, it does create the impression that I will have depleted my portion of the pension fund within that time and, thereafter, am beholding to the TPP for the remaining pension I receive. Not very dignifying. Because of the matching contribution of the employer, the combined contributions plus interest creates a sizable investment which, with good management, should provide a sustainable pension well beyond age 85. I believe that the employer portion of the contribution is something that I earned and do not distinguish between my contribution and the employer’s. Is my pension dependent upon the contributions of current and future contributors or are my contributions self-sustaining? Ken Weatherill (retired), Richmond  [Editor’s note: The following explanation is provided by Rob Taylor, the Income Security Division assistant director responsible for pension information.]   Your teachers’ pension is a defined benefit. That means that the amount of money you receive for your lifetime is predicated on three factors: Your years of pensionable service, your 50 best months of salary, and 2% for each year of pensionable service (up to age 65 as the 2% includes the bridge benefit). Contribution rates are set by the Teachers’ Pension Board of Trustees, based on the advice of their actuary, so that contributions along with expected investment returns will be able to pay pensions for the lifetime of every member of the plan, whether they are a first year teacher or a long retired member. The bulk of the pension payments (80% or more) retirees receive over their lifetime from the TPP come from the earnings of the investments of the plan assets, not from member contributions. To illustrate: the contributions received by the Teachers’ Pension Plan in 2009 from teachers totalled just over $250 million; employer contributions totalled just over $330 million; investment income was almost triple that amount at $1.5 billion. Pensions paid out in 2009 totalled $806 million, about $220 million more than was contributed. Without prudent investment, our pensions would be in jeopardy. As teachers our pension plan is one of the prized benefits of our employment within BC’s public school system and we should be proud of the history of its union, the BCTF, in its work in the area of pensions which ensure that its members can live in dignity in retirement. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141007,www.huffingtonpost.ca,http://www.huffingtonpost.ca/2014/09/15/bc-teachers-strike-talks_n_5820554.html?utm_hp_ref=tw,B.C. Teachers' Strike Update: Talks Continue, Tempers Flare View mobile site October 7, 2014 Huffpost Canada British Columbia ca Edition: ca Show/Hide Brasil BR Canada CA Deutschland DE España ES France FR Italia IT 日本 (Japan) JP 한국 (Korea) KR Maghreb MG United Kingdom UK United States US Region: BC Show/Hide All Canada Alberta British Columbia Québec (en français) Follow Newsletters Get Canada British ColumbiaNewsletters Email address Enter Email Address Huffington Post Search Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search iOS app Android app More Log in Create Account Notifications 0 $USERNAME Profile Settings Logout FRONT PAGE Politics Ford Still Doesn't Understand Racism 51 Unvetted Judge Joins Supreme Court 43 Kenney Posts Photos Of Iraqi Children To Make Case For ISIL Airstrikes 91 Clinton: Canadian Help In ISIL Fight 'Indispensable' 44 Canadians Left In A Fog Of War 42 Go to Politics More in Politics The Pulse Stephen Harper You Might Also Like US Politics UK Politics Business Porn Company Has A Raunchy Deal For Air Canada Pilots 3 Sun News Just Lost Its Main Source Of Content; What Now? 49 Canadian Cities Surprisingly Unpopular Destinations For Workers 0 This Is How You Rack Up U.S. Roaming Charges While In Canada 14 Look What China Might Actually Build 47 Go to Business More in Business Small Business Money You Might Also Like Tech TechCrunch Autoblog WorldPost Spanish Nurse First To Contract Ebola Outside West Africa 518 It's Been 3 Weeks Since Anyone's Seen Kim And Rumors Are Swirling 97 3 New Findings On ISIS Weapons That You Should Know About 39 WHO: More Cases Of Ebola In Europe Unavoidable 154 Turkish President Says Syrian Town Under Islamic State Siege Is About To Fall 213 Go to WorldPost More in WorldPost Foreign Affairs World Elections Arab Uprising Afghanistan War Syria Crisis You Might Also Like Travel Impact Living 100 Pumpkin Carvings That Will Inspire You 0 Fried Maple Leaves Are A Delicacy In Japan, And We're Jealous 6 WATCH: HuffPost Readers School Us On Toronto's Real Must-Eats 2 Toronto Dubbed Fourth Most Livable City In The World 0 33 Signs You Live In Liberty Village 1 Go to Living You Might Also Like Healthy Living Food Recipes Divorce Women Parentdish Green Post50 Weddings Style Best Halloween Costumes For Men And Women 0 Most Offensive Products In Retail 3 JLaw Goes Topless For Vanity Fair 0 Bridesmaid Dresses You'll Wear Again 0 Canadian Model Coco Rocha Is Pregnant! 4 Go to Style More in Style Beauty Fashion Celeb Style Entertaining and Etiquette Stylelist Canada Wedding Style Home Style You Might Also Like Style (U.S.) Weddings Stylelist Canada Entertainment Kris Jenner Opens Up About The Late Robert Kardashian 6 Blake Lively Is Pregnant! 30 Mariah Carey Proves She's Not Lip-Synching 42 Is This Where George Clooney And Amal Alamuddin Honeymooned? 7 Pregnant Kelly Rowland Poses Topless In Black And White Photo Shoot 2 Go to Entertainment You Might Also Like Music Celebrity TV Moviefone Arts The Glamorous History Of Pin-Up Like You've Never Seen It Before 3 1 Here Are A Bunch Of F*cking Delightful Artsy Cat Photos. You're Welcome. 3 This Is What It Really Looks Like To Be A Modern Day Nun 8 New Animation-Inspired Art Show Will Make You Yearn For Saturday Morning Cartoons 0 Go to Arts You Might Also Like Books Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Religion Alberta 20 Puppies Found Abandoned In Field 6 Anti-Abortion Postcard Targets Tory MP.. Again 26 Mystery 'GPO Girl' Turns Up In Calgary 3 Major Saskatchewan Train Derailment 2 Dozens Of Dead Cats Found, Another 62 Euthanized 0 Go to Alberta More in Alberta Alberta Politics Alberta Business Alison Redford Calgary Edmonton British Columbia B.C. Teen Killed By Train Was Wearing Headphones, Texting: RCMP 13 Anthem Singer's Fall Is Lesson In Showmanship 3 Pastafarian Loses B.C. Driver's Licence Over Holy Colander 0 Elderly Asian Women Attacked In Vancouver 0 Lawyers Of Convicted Surrey Six Gangsters Want Mistrial 3 Go to British Columbia More in British Columbia B.C. Politics B.C. Business Christy Clark Vancouver All Sections News Canada Politics Canada Business US Politics US Business World Media Sports Education Crime Weird News Good News Daily Finance Entertainment Entertainment Music TV Celebrity Comedy Arts Books Moviefone Life & Style Living Style Home Healthy Living Taste Weddings Travel Parents Divorce HuffPost 50 Marlo Thomas OWN Tech & Science Tech Science Green Techcrunch Engadget TUAW Joystiq Voices Impact Women Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Religion College Teen Local Quebec (French) Calgary Montreal Ottawa Toronto Vancouver Winnipeg Mapquest Patch.com Our Mobile Apps: iPhone iPad HuffPost Live iPad Android Phone Android Tablet British Columbia B.C. Politics B.C. Business Christy Clark Vancouver Anthem Singer's Fall Is Lesson In Showmanship 2014-10-05 23:32:54 Pastafarian Loses B.C. Driver's Licence Over Holy Colander 2014-10-06 20:10:58 B.C. Teen Killed By Train Was Wearing Headphones, Texting: RCMP 2014-10-07 02:49:46 45 Signs You're A Vancouver Canucks Fan 2014-10-04 00:27:49 Elderly Asian Women Attacked In Vancouver 2014-10-06 17:25:49 When It Comes to Jumbo Glacier Resort, All Questions Lead Back To Powerful Minister 2014-10-06 15:46:02 Aldergrove School Playground Condemned 2014-10-06 17:50:31 Vancouver Mom Who Killed Her 2 Babies Sentenced 2014-10-07 13:46:41 LOOK: Stunning Scenes By B.C.'s October Photographer 2014-10-03 14:22:55 This Derelict Van 'Home' Costs $550/Month To Rent In B.C. 2014-10-03 16:05:46 Officer Admits Abusing Authority While Shoving Woman 2014-10-06 18:41:58 Recognize This Photo? Here's The Story Behind It 2014-10-03 16:58:41 Premier Denies Downplaying B.C. LNG Expectations 2014-10-06 20:57:52 Lawyers Of Convicted Surrey Six Gangsters Want Mistrial 2014-10-06 18:59:52 LOOK: Old Vancouver Bank's New Life 2014-10-03 17:52:32 Previous Story Next Story B.C. Teachers' Strike Update: Talks Continue, Tempers Flare Posted: 09/15/2014 2:52 am EDT Updated: 09/15/2014 1:59 pm EDT Share Tweet Email Comment tumblr reddit Mediator Vince Ready walks past media in August. Discussions between the B.C. teachers' union, the province and a mediator went late into the night over the weekend, as British Columbia enters a third week without public school classes. Chief negotiators for the B.C. Teachers' Federation and the B.C. Public School Employers' Association, and veteran mediator Vince Ready met at a Richmond hotel and had little to say to reporters staking out the marathon sessions, according to CTV News. The discussions went past midnight on Saturday, and were still on around the same time on Sunday, reported The Vancouver Sun. The parties have agreed to not talk publicly until there is something to announce. Last month, Ready walked away from talks, stating that the two sides were too far apart. More than 40,000 teachers have been on strike since late June, putting the school year in limbo for more than half a million students. On Sunday, hundreds of parents, students and teachers rallied and marched in downtown Vancouver to support the BCTF. There was a brief, angry encounter during the event when a small group of parents from Richmond showed up with anti-union signs that said "We love teachers but not BCTF," reported CBC News. Vancouver police on bicycles had to calm a shoving and swearing run-in between those at the rally, and the group that called themselves the B.C. Parents' Federation, said CBC. Teachers are seeking better wages, class sizes and support for students, while the province has held firm to the need for a "fair and affordable" settlement in line with agreements reached with other public sector unions. On Thursday, Premier Christy Clark said she was determined to get a deal before she leaves on a trade mission to India on Oct. 9, three days after the legislature resumes. Over the past week, unions across the country have donated or loaned millions of dollars to a hardship fund for B.C.'s teachers, who haven`t been paid in months Last January a B.C. Supreme Court judge ruled the provincial government violated teachers' rights in 2002 when it declared they could no longer negotiate the size of classes or the number of support staff in classrooms. The province is appealing that decision. With files from The Canadian Press Close  B.C. Teachers' Strike 2014 of   Coquitlam teachers get information before voting on a contract deal with the province on Sept. 18, 2014. Coquitlam teachers gather to vote on the contract deal with the province on Sept. 18, 2014. Teachers celebrate news of a tentative deal in their contract dispute with the province on Sept. 16, 2014. Jim Iker, president of the B.C. Teachers' Federation, recommended members ratify the tentative deal at a news conference in Vancouver on Sept. 16, 2014. Premier Christy Clark beamed and patted Education Minister Peter Fassbender on the back as she thanked students and parents for their patience at a news conference on Sept. 16, 2014. A teacher holds a sign referring to mediator Vince Ready. Teachers in Kelowna were all smiles on Sept. 16, 2014 as they welcomed news a tentative deal was reached between their union and the province. The bargaining team and table officers of the B.C. Teachers' Federation at the Delta Hotel where a tentative deal was reached on Sept. 16, 2014. Parents rallied and marched in downtown Vancouver on Sept. 14, 2014 to support striking public teachers. Striking teachers bundle up in Fort Nelson on Sept. 12, 2014. Click here for full coverage of the contract dispute. A rally in Kamloops on Sept. 8, 2014. Executives of the B.C. Teachers' Federation thank other unions for their support. A rally in Abbotsford on Sept. 5, 2014. Hundreds rallied at Vancouver's Canada Place on Sept. 5, 2014. McGee Secondary School classrooms in Vancouver sit empty on Sept. 5, 2014 during what was supposed to be the first week of school. A reporter tries to ask a question as B.C. Premier Christy Clark and Education Minister Peter Fassbender talk about the ongoing teachers' dispute at a news conference in Vancouver on Sept. 3, 2014. B.C. Premier Christy Clark and Education Minister Peter Fassbender leave a news conference after talking about the ongoing teachers' dispute in Vancouver on Sept.3, 2014. B.C students who are missing public school because of the teachers' strike rallied in front of the Vancouver Art Gallery on Sept. 2, 2014 against the job action. Emma Jackson, 14, entering Grade 10 at Windermere Secondary School, holds a sign with purposely misspelled words. Cleo Petric-Neighbour, left, and her friend Milan Gill, both six years old and entering Grade 1 at Lord Roberts Elementary School hold signs at the Vancouver rally. Ray Stewart, a teacher from Keating Elementary Saanich School district, joins parents, teachers and politicians rallying for B.C. education dubbed "Christy's Class" during a teach-in on the B.C. Legislature lawn in Victoria, B.C., Sept. 2, 2014 during what should be the first day of classes across the province. Kids draw chalk outlines as they join with their parents, teachers and politicians rally on the B.C. Legislature lawn in Victoria, B.C., September 2, 2014 during what should be the first day of classes across the province. Teachers walk the picket line outside the Britannia Secondary and Elementary Schools in Vancouver on Tuesday, Sept. 2, 2014. Teachers man the picket line outside the Britannia Secondary and Elementary Schools in Vancouver, B.C. Tuesday, Sept. 2, 2014. B.C. Teachers' Federation (BCTF) President Jim Iker speaks to the media regarding the ongoing teachers strike outside the Britannia Secondary and Elementary Schools in Vancouver on Tuesday, Sept. 2, 2014. Terri Scott, a sub-local president in Stewart, B.C., gets an unexpected picket line visitor on Aug. 29, 2014. B.C. Education Minister Peter Fassbender speaks about the teachers' strike and confirms classes at public school will not begin as scheduled, during a news conference in Vancouver, B.C., on Sunday Aug. 31, 2014. Mediator Vince Ready arrives at exploratory talks in the B.C. teachers' dispute on Aug. 28, 2014. After two days, he walked away from the meetings, saying the two sides were still too far apart for mediation to begin. B.C. Teachers' Federation president Jim Iker listens to a reporter's question in Victoria, B.C. on Aug. 27, 2014 after a meeting with all sides in the teachers' contract dispute at the legislature in Victoria. Education Minister Peter Fassbender speaks to media in Victoria, B.C., Aug. 27, 2014. A face-to-face meeting between all sides in the strike by public school teachers was held at the legislature in Victoria. Click here for full coverage of the contract dispute. B.C. senior government negotiator Peter Cameron speaks to media in Victoria, B.C. on Aug. 27, 2014 after a meeting with all sides in the teachers' contract dispute at the legislature in Victoria. Teachers rally in Kamloops where their union was holding its summer meeting on Aug. 24, 2014. Teachers gather in Campbell River on Aug. 8, 2014. Pickets have been held every Wednesday in Vernon. The Creston Valley Teachers' Association have been picketing in August. Saanich teachers were out raising support for their cause in early August. Rally in Vanderhoof. Rally in Vanderhoof. Rally in Vanderhoof. Teachers hold signs in Fort Nelson. A picket line in Kamloops-Thompson on Aug. 7, 2014. Teachers picket in front of Conrad Elementary School in Prince Rupert on Aug. 5, 2014. Teachers picket in Creston, B.C. on July 29, 2014. Gwen Floyd, centre, and her sons Quinlan Floyd, 5, dressed as Batman and Aidan Floyd, 9, dressed as a police officer, walk the picket line with teachers Brigitte Boily, left, Matthew McBride and Olivier Salvas, far right, outside L'Ecole Bilingue Elementary School on the first day of a full-scale walkout by B.C. public school teachers in Vancouver on June 17, 2014. Dressed as a police officer Aidan Floyd, 9, left, and his brother Quinlan Floyd, 5, dressed as Batman, walk with striking teachers and their mom, Gwen Floyd outside L'Ecole Bilingue Elementary School on the first day of a full-scale walkout by B.C. public school teachers in Vancouver on June 17, 2014. From left to right, Caroline Lichimo, a Grade 1 teacher, Lyse Cote, a teacher librarian, and Ginaya Peters, who teaches French immersion to special needs students, talk while sitting on the picket line outside Lord Tennyson Elementary School on the first day of a full-scale walkout by B.C. public school teachers in Vancouver on June 17, 2014. B.C. Education Minister Peter Fassbender walks to meet reporters in Vancouver on the first day of a full-scale walkout by B.C. public school teachers. B.C. Education Minister Peter Fassbender speaks about the status of bargaining with the teachers' union on June 17, 2014. Hundreds of B.C. teachers, parents and other union supporters rallied on the lawn of the B.C. legislature on June 16, 2014 in Victoria to protest against Premier Christy Clark and the government's latest contract offer. Click here for stories on the contract dispute. B.C. Teachers' Federation head Jim Iker speaks to media on the first day of the union's full-scale walkout on June 17, 2014. Teachers walk the picket line in Fort Nelson, B.C. on the first day of the full-scale strike on June 17, 2014. Teachers walk the picket line in Fort Nelson, B.C. on June 17, 2014. Teachers walk the picket line in Burnaby, B.C. on June 17, 2014. Teachers walk the picket line in Burnaby, B.C. on June 17, 2014. A rally in support of the BCTF was held in Victoria on June 16. A rally in support of the BCTF was held in Victoria on June 16. Hundreds of teachers rally at Bill Copeland Arena in Burnaby on June 16, 2014. Hundreds of teachers rally in Burnaby on June 16, 2014. Hundreds of teachers rally in Burnaby on June 16, 2014. Hundreds of teachers rally in Burnaby on June 16, 2014. Hundreds of teachers rally in Burnaby on June 16, 2014. Hundreds of teachers rally in Burnaby on June 16, 2014. Hundreds of teachers rally in Burnaby on June 16, 2014. Students use protest signs referencing the "Harry Potter" franchise and B.C. Education Minister Peter Fassbender. A crowd rallies in front of the Vancouver office of the B.C. Public School Employers' Association on June 10, 2014. A crowd rallies in front of the Vancouver office of the B.C. Public School Employers' Association on June 10, 2014. A crowd rallies in front of the Vancouver office of the B.C. Public School Employers' Association on June 10, 2014. A crowd rallies in front of the Vancouver office of the B.C. Public School Employers' Association on June 10, 2014. A crowd rallies in front of the Vancouver office of the B.C. Public School Employers' Association on June 10, 2014. A crowd rallies in front of the Vancouver office of the B.C. Public School Employers' Association on June 10, 2014. A crowd rallies in front of the Vancouver office of the B.C. Public School Employers' Association on June 10, 2014. NDP MLA Adrian Dix addresses the crowd at a rally in front of the Vancouver office of the B.C. Public School Employers' Association on June 10, 2014. A record turnout of teachers voted on escalating job action to a full-scale strike on June 9/10, 2014. A record turnout of teachers voted on escalating job action to a full-scale strike on June 9/10, 2014. A crowd rallies in Victoria on June 10, 2014. Teachers in Vancouver eat their lunch on the street because they're locked out during their midday break. Hundreds attend a rally in Surrey, B.C. on June 7, 2014 to support teachers in their contract dispute with the province. Hundreds attend a rally in Surrey, B.C. on June 7, 2014 to support teachers in their contract dispute with the province. Hundreds attend a rally in Surrey, B.C. on June 7, 2014 to support teachers in their contract dispute with the province. Hundreds attend a rally in Surrey, B.C. on June 7, 2014 to support teachers in their contract dispute with the province. Hundreds attend a rally in Surrey, B.C. on June 7, 2014 to support teachers in their contract dispute with the province. Hundreds attend a rally in Surrey, B.C. on June 7, 2014 to support teachers in their contract dispute with the province. Hundreds attend a rally in Surrey, B.C. on June 7, 2014 to support teachers in their contract dispute with the province. Hundreds attend a rally in Surrey, B.C. on June 7, 2014 to support teachers in their contract dispute with the province. Hundreds attend a rally in Surrey, B.C. on June 7, 2014 to support teachers in their contract dispute with the province. Hundreds attend a rally in Surrey, B.C. on June 7, 2014 to support teachers in their contract dispute with the province. Parents support teachers on the picket line in Summerland on June 6, 2014. Teachers take a stand in Pemberton on June 6, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Students show their support for B.C. teachers on the steps of the Vancouver Art Gallery. Students at John Oliver Secondary School in Vancouver walked out of class on June 4, 2014 to protest being put in the middle of the contract dispute between teachers and the province. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Students at John Oliver Secondary School in Vancouver walked out of class on June 4, 2014 to protest being put in the middle of the contract dispute between teachers and the province. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Students in Campbell River walked out of class on June 4, 2014 to protest being put in the middle of the contract dispute between teachers and the province. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers rally in Comox, B.C. on June 3, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Members from the BCTF francophonie local picket outside Ecole Au Coeur De L'ile in Comox. Members of the B.C. Federation of Labour and Canadian Labour Congress gather to support teachers outside Cambie Secondary School in Richmond, B.C. on June 2, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Members of CUPE join teachers on the picket line at Mitchell Elementary in Richmond, B.C. on June 2, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Union leaders speak to media on June 2, 2014 in Richmond, B.C. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers picket in West Kelowna on June 2, 2014. B.C. Teachers' Federal president Jim Iker speaks to teachers outside Princess Margaret School in Surrey on May 29, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Striking outside the Invergarry Adult Education Centre in Surrey, B.C. on May 29, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. B.C. Teachers' Federal president Jim Iker speaks to teachers outside Invergarry Adult Education Centre in Surrey on May 29, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers wave to supporters outside Valleyview Secondary School in Kamloops on May 28, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers picket in Kamloops on May 28, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. A student shows support for teachers in Kamloops on May 28, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. A teacher pickets on horseback in 150 Mile House on May 27, 2014. A sign posted on a classroom door at Vancouver Technical Secondary School. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers rally during rush hour in Kelowna on May 27, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Kelowna teachers wore pink and rallied from the city's overpasses on May 27, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. A sign of support for B.C. teachers from a house in Kelowna. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers in Richmond pass time on the 3:30 a.m. shift on the picket line on May 27, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Students and parents left a message for teachers in Richmond on May 27, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. On the picket line with an effigy of B.C. Premier Christy Clark at Kitsilano Secondary School on May 26, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. A student from City School speaks to a teacher on the picket line in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. On the picket line at Kitsilano Secondary School on May 26, 2014. Click here for more on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. A teacher on strike at Britannia Secondary School in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Click here for more on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers stand under the sign for Templeton High School in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Click here for more on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers on strike speak to a supporter outside Templeton Secondary School in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Ryan Tanabe, left, a teacher, and his father Rod Tanabe, a counsellor teacher at Killarney Secondary School, walk the picket line outside the school in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Click here for more on the B.C. teachers contract dispute. Teachers in the central Okanagan were part of rotating strikes on May 27, 2014. These are educators from Constable Neil Bruce Middle School in West Kelowna. Supporters of B.C. teachers rally in the Sooke School District. Surrey teachers pose with their growing pile of marking during the first day of rotating strikes. Teachers picket in New Westminster on May 26, the first day of rotating strikes in a contract dispute with the province. Grade 12 Eric Hamber Secondary student Sarah Bercic wears a T-shirt supporting B.C. teachers. Teachers picket in Penticton on May 26, the first day of rotating strikes in a contract dispute with the province. Anya Prokopeva, 8, a Grade 3 student in New Westminister, and her mom Julie Prokopeva, right, a member of the support staff at Killarney Secondary School, pass by striking teachers as they leave after walking the picket line outside the school in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Anya Prokopeva, 8, a Grade 3 student in New Westminister, uses a strike sign for shade rests as her mom Julie Prokopeva, a member of the support staff at Killarney Secondary School, walks a picket line outside the school in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. One of the earliest picket lines on the first day of the teachers' walkout was in Golden, B.C., which is in the Mountain time zone. Jim Iker, president of the B.C. Teachers' Federation, speaks to reporters on May 26, the first day of rotating strikes, at Vancouver's Charles Dickens Elementary. Jim Iker, president of the B.C. Teachers' Federation, speaks to reporters on May 26, the first day of rotating strikes, at Vancouver's Charles Dickens Elementary. Jim Iker, president of the B.C. Teachers' Federation, speaks to reporters on May 26, the first day of rotating strikes, at Vancouver's Charles Dickens Elementary. Striking teachers man a picket line outside Killarney Secondary School in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Public school teachers across British Columbia started rotating strikes Monday, a move that will put more than half a million students out of class for one day each this week. B.C. NDP Leader John Horgan poses with teachers in the Sooke School District. A rally in Coquitlam on May 25. Premier Christy Clark's face is seen on anti-bullying T-shirts at a rally in Coquitlam. Surrey teachers at Johnston Heights Secondary rally on May 23, 2014.  Share  Tweet  ✖ Advertisement Share this ✖ close Current Slide Like Us On Facebook Follow Us On Twitter Earlier on HuffPost: More: Bc School Strike 2014 BC Teachers Strike BC Teachers Vince Ready BC Politics Teacher Strike Bc Video Bc Teacher Strike B.C. Teachers Strike 2014 Bc Teacher Strike 2014 Bc Education Teachers Strike BC Teachers Strike Bc 2014 Bctf Bc Teachers Strike Update Suggest a correction Around the Web B.C. teachers' strike: Tensions flare at Vancouver rally - British ... - Cbc B.C. teachers' strike: Talks underway at Richmond hotel - British ... B.C. Teachers Strike 2014: Pictures, Videos, Breaking News B.C. Teachers' Strike: Other Unions Throw Support Behind BCTF B.C. Teachers' Strike 2014: Homemade Study Guide Helps Grade 12 Students Parents take to the street as B.C. teachers' strike continues   Click here to view Conversations Conversations Most Popular B.C. Teen Killed By Train Was Wearing Headphones, Texting: RCMP Facebook Anthem Singer's Fall Is Lesson In Showmanship YouTube Pastafarian Loses B.C. Driver's Licence Over Holy Colander YouTube LOOK: Stunning Scenes By B.C.'s October Photographer David Chang Photography Elderly Asian Women Attacked In Vancouver Nastco via Getty Images Lawyers Of Convicted Surrey Six Gangsters Want Mistrial Darryl Dyck/CP LOOK: Old Vancouver Bank's New Life Jason Statler When It Comes to Jumbo Glacier Resort, All Questions Lead Back To Powerful Minister Caillum Smith | Flickr Vancouver Mom Who Killed Her 2 Babies Sentenced CityTV YouTube Aldergrove School Playground Condemned North Otter Elementary Facebook This Derelict Van 'Home' Costs $550/Month To Rent In B.C. Bill Everitt Petronas Threatens To Delay B.C. LNG Project By A Decade MyLoupe/UIG via Getty Images 45 Signs You're A Vancouver Canucks Fan Getty Images Intruder Dies After Being Caught By Homeowner, Neighbour Shutterstock / sculpies Recognize This Photo? Here's The Story Behind It Claude P. Dettloff/CP/National Archives of Canada Stanley Park Pedestrian Dies After Crash With Cyclist Getty Premier Denies Downplaying B.C. LNG Expectations Jonathan Hayward/CP Vancouver Is The Reason Alyssa Milano Quit TV Show Paul Archuleta via Getty Images City Of Vancouver Taking Arbutus Corridor Fight To Court Darryl Dyck/The Canadian Press Vancouver Mayor Focuses On Pipelines For Re-Election Campaign Vision Vancouver Facebook FOLLOW HUFFPOST Email Email Address Options HuffPost Daily Brief British Columbia Get top stories and blog posts emailed to me each day.. Facebook HuffPost British Columbia Twitter HuffPost Follow British Columbia Follow Google Plus HuffPost British Columbia RSS The Huffington Post British Columbia All RSS / Feeds Phone Available on the App Store Android App on Google Play Get it at Blackberry App World Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search advertise log in make HuffPost your home page RSS careers FAQ user agreement privacy policy comment policy about us about our ads contact us Copyright ©2014 TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. "The Huffington Post" is a registered trademark of TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. All rights reserved. Part of HPMG News Use this form to alert a HuffPost editor about a factual or typographical error in this story. Notify message * Required * * * What kind of error is this? Choose an option Factual or typographical Comment moderation problem Rights and permissions Other * What is the correction? 0 count Describe the error here (1,000 character limit) * Type the words below so we know you are not a cyborg Sign me up for The Huffington Post's Daily Brief Thank you!)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/contacts.cfm?page=caps&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true,BCTF Contacts Home E-mail Lists Links A to Z Index Contact Us Help SITE SEARCH Quick Links BCTF formsBCTF NewsFrançaisLabour linksPensionsTeacher NewsmagazineTeaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Error Occurred While Processing Request The web site you are accessing has experienced an unexpected error. Please contact the website administrator. The following information is meant for the website developer for debugging purposes. Error Occurred While Processing Request Could not find the included template CFtemplates/caps.cfm. Note: If you wish to use an absolute template path (for example, template="/mypath/index.cfm") with CFINCLUDE, you must create a mapping for the path using the ColdFusion Administrator. Or, you can use per-application settings to specify mappings specific to this application by specifying a mappings struct to THIS.mappings in Application.cfc. Using relative paths (for example, template="index.cfm" or template="../index.cfm") does not require the creation of any special mappings. It is therefore recommended that you use relative paths with CFINCLUDE whenever possible.   Resources: Enable Robust Exception Information to provide greater detail about the source of errors. In the Administrator, click Debugging & Logging > Debug Output Settings, and select the Robust Exception Information option. Check the ColdFusion documentation to verify that you are using the correct syntax. Search the Knowledge Base to find a solution to your problem. Browser   Mozilla/5.0 (compatible; archive.org_bot; Archive-It; +http://archive-it.org/files/site-owners.html) Remote Address   207.241.226.112 Referrer   http://www.bctf.ca/contacts.cfm?page=caps&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true Date/Time   01-Oct-14 12:10 AM)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141006,plus.google.com,https://plus.google.com/+GlobalnewsCaHeadlines/posts/NRx1oPNCNHn,Researchers in North Carolina say penises grown in laboratories could “soon be… Search Images Maps Play YouTube News Gmail Drive More Calendar Translate Mobile Books Wallet Shopping Blogger Finance Photos Videos Even more » Account Options Sign in Help Send Feedback Web History Home Home Profile People Photos Communities Events Hangouts Pages Local Settings Feedback Help  ·  Region Privacy & Terms  ·  Maps Terms Global News Global NewsShared publicly  -  2014-10-06   Researchers in North Carolina say penises grown in laboratories could “soon be ready for human testing,” offering hope for men who have had traumatic injuries or penile cancer.﻿ Lab-grown penises may soon be ‘ready for testing’ on humans globalnews.ca Researchers in North Carolina say penises grown in laboratories could "soon be ready for human testing," offering hope for men who have had traumatic injuries or penile cancer. 1 Add a comment... Start a hangout)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "#FunFriday Fact: #BC has the highest small business employment in Canada. October is Small Business Month! Check out: http://t.co/20bcLmlvFP" @bcliberals - 03:55pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/_/history/otaappinstall?clientId=,Staffroom Confidential Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Sorry, the page you were looking for in this blog does not exist. Sorry, the page you were looking for in this blog does not exist. Home Subscribe to: Posts (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts All Comments Atom All Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ▼  September (9) Reflections on the BC Teacher Strike BC Teacher strike - Lessons learned Response to Sandy Garossino Will the Education Fund improve classroom conditio... Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Class composition: a human rights perspective Class size and composition - a short visual histor... Guest post - I WILL HOLD THE LINE Teachers - let your leadership know it is time to ... ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20140925,www.familiesfundingteachers.ca,http://www.familiesfundingteachers.ca/wp-includes/Text/Diff/Engine/?C=D;O=A,Index of /wp-includes/Text/Diff/Engine Index of /wp-includes/Text/Diff/Engine Name Last modified Size Description Parent Directory   -   native.php 29-Aug-2014 12:50 15K   shell.php 29-Aug-2014 12:50 5.0K   string.php 29-Aug-2014 12:50 8.2K   xdiff.php 29-Aug-2014 12:50 2.2K   Apache/2.2.22 (Debian) Server at www.familiesfundingteachers.ca Port 80)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8782&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, No. 5, April 2004 Ten new BCTF lesson aids 1 LA1071 The ABC's of English Grammar: A Twenty-First Century Handbook, Ron Rothnie, M.A. 140 p. ©2003. Self-directed study containing basic information and rules of grammar, practice exercises, an answer key, a glossary, and an index. The objective of the book is to offer basics in the English language so learners can refresh, improve, or even gain new skills in spoken and written English. Grades 6 and up. $22.95 2 LA2002 The Interactive Social Studies Classroom Student Centered Publications, 163 p. ©2004. The information in this book helps shift the responsibility for learning to the student and it develops a classroom where the student is an active participant. The book includes a rationale for incorporating the interactive process, a detailed explanation of the steps of the process, and forms for use when implementing the process, teacher evaluation, peer evaluation, and student reflection. Includes over 124 assignments for Grades 8–11 social studies. Activities also teach students social responsibility, academic and employment skills. Grades 8–11. $29.95 3 LA2037 The Middle East–Wall Map Knowers Ark Educational Foundation, 69 cm x 91 cm map, ©2004, Second Edition This full colour, double-sided, wall map/poster is a fact-packed education course on Middle Eastern issues and conditions and can be used for a fast-track orientation to Mid-East fundamentals. Side 1 is a high-resolution satellite image of the entire region from the Mediterranean to India. Side 2 includes detailed maps and charts of Iraq and Israel/Palestine; pre-1948 Palestine; Ancient Palestine-maps and historical chronology of 16 conquests since 1500 BC; West Bank; Gaza Strip; Oil and Gas; US Military Bases; International Treaties; Water systems-watersheds, pipelines, wells and desalination plants. Grades 4 and up. LA 2037A--Folded Wall Map $18, or 2037B--Laminated Wall Map . $35.45 4 LA9282 Our World, Sonja E. Schild, 63 p. ©2003. This workbook includes worksheets, maps (26 blackline maps and eight colour maps), a project evaluation form and an answer key. It is suitable for elementary schools, home schooling, ESL students, and students with special needs. The first half of the workbook teaches students the basics of world geography using maps, charts, and illustrations. The second reinforces and tests students on the subject matter using pictures, crossword puzzles and games. It requires research and encourages creative thinking and problem solving. Grades 3–7. $26.95 5 LA3048 Calculus Manual 1: Function Definitions for Students, E.E. Engstrom, 45 p. ©2003. This award-nominated calculus manual, "eye candy for calculus students" includes three chapters (with calculator computations). Chapter 1: functions, limits and rates of change; functions; function limits; strategy to use tangent lines to parabolas as slope predictors. Chapter 2: derivatives, derivative chain rule, derivative as rates of change, trig functions, derivaties of exponential and logarithmic functions, differentials, approximations, linear/ quadratic, linear approximations, applications, derivatives: graphing/ curve sketching, antiderivaties. Chapter 3: integral calculus, indefinite integrals, fundamental theorem of integral calculus, integration numerical. $18.95 6 LA8458 Math Activities on the Computer, Grades l–3, Produced by Evan-Moor Educational Publishers 80 p. ©1998 This illustrated book presents lessons that help young students practice mathematics concepts while they learn about and use computer drawing and keyboarding skills. Includes step-by-step directions for 26 lessons; reproducible templates for lessons; user-friendly manual; and computer skills checklist. Note that the book is produced in the USA and may contain some USA references. $19.95 7 LA8578 Take It to Your Seat Science Centers, Grades 3–4, Produced by Evan-Moor Educational Publishers 192 p. ©2004. This resource includes 14 self-contained centers for science and literacy skills, are easy to make with step-by-step directions and include full-colour covers and tasks cards. Topics include science vocabulary, space, animals, plants, simple machines, energy, human body and forms of matter. The book is produced in the USA and may contain some US references. $22.95 8 LA9321 Butter Churns and Stern Wheelers, Christine Galbecka and Alix MacNiel, 46 p. ©1999. This resource book about a farm boy's adventures in 19th century British Columbia includes readings and activities for Grade 4 and 5 students. Focussed on the B.C. Lower Mainland, the readings, exercises, and activities allow students to develop their critical thinking skills, extend their understanding of local history, and relate their life experiences to events in the story. Grades 4–5. $13 9 LA9328 Ontario: Land and People, Bill MacDonald, 40 p. ©2000. This resource book, designed for Grades 4–6 readers, is filled with information and activities on the Niagara Escarpment, the Great Lakes, Sainte Marier-Among-the Hurons, the Loyalists, rural-urban changes, growing fruit in Niagara, inside a gold mine, pollution, Toronto and much more about Canada’s most populated province. This book includes information and reproducible activities that develop reading comprehension skills through such topics as climate, natural resources and provincial capitals. Numerous maps are included to develop map skills. Grades 4–6. $14.95 10 LA2050 Sweatshops: Clothes, Victoria International Development Education Association, 28 p. ©2001. This booklet examines who makes the clothes we wear, looking behind the labels to the realities of the most globalized industry in the evolving global economy. This resource book is a tool for education and action in the classroom, in campus, in the union movement and for the general public. This booklet is part of VIDEA's Sweatshops series focussing on the global production line and linking producers and consumers. Grades 8 to Adult. $7.50 Many curriculum resources and information are available at www.bcalmer.ca/. To order any of the above lesson aids, enclose a cheque payable to the BCTF or authorized purchase order to BCTF Lesson Aids Service 100-550 West 6th Ave., Vancouver, BC V5Z 4P2 or telephone 604-871-2180 or toll free 1-800-663-0163, Local 2180, with a Visa or Mastercard. GST and postage/ handling are included in the prices. Orders are sent by return mail. Lesson Aids office and display room hours: 9:00–5:00 Mon. to Fri. from Sept. to June; 8:30 to 4:30 Tues. to Fri. during July and Aug.; 9:00–12:00 on Sat. during Sept., Oct., Jan., and Feb. bctf.ca/LessonAids)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2011/09/bcpsea-pushing-american-style-reform.html?showComment0751317233558742,Staffroom Confidential: BCPSEA pushing American style "reform" agenda Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Wednesday, September 28, 2011 BCPSEA pushing American style "reform" agenda Based on the BC Public School Employer's Association (BCPSEA) bargaining proposals, and government presentations on "education policy", it is clear that BCPSEA, School Boards, and the Ministry of Education are promoting American style education "reform". Proposals include the virtual elimination of seniority, the removal of any due process requirements for teacher evaluations, the ability to force a teacher to move to another job merely with one month's notice, and the ability to fire a teacher after a single evaluation. Why this should be is mind-boggling: we consistently outrank the US on international randomized assessments. We have a much better education system now, and following their mistaken path is about the worst thing we could do. The US "blame the teacher" reform agenda is political. It is about commodifying and privatizing education. It is a total rejection of the notion of equity. Instead of quality, equal access, and equal opportunity, it promotes competition, consumer driven models and private service delivery. The end result? Very good schools that are hyper competitive for the rich. Pretty awful schools for the poor. Struggling schools for everyone in between. Is this where we want to go? The recent outpouring of generosity for a Vancouver teacher trying to meet the needs of poor inner city children suggests not. Here is a quick quote on life in the elite world of private schools in America: "As more solid or even stellar students hire expensive tutors, the achievement bar rises, and getting ahead quickly becomes keeping up." (http://www.nytimes.com/2011/06/08/education/08tutors.html?pagewanted=all) Here is the life of "struggling" schools in middle class America: "The number of elementary and middle schools receiving D’s and F’s under New York City’s grading system more than doubled this year from last after Department of Education officials did away with a safety net that prevented some schools from falling too far." (http://www.nytimes.com/schoolbook/2011/09/23/more-schools-are-struggling-city-progress-reports-show/) And here is what America's poor face: "Schools are no longer legally segregated, but because of residential patterns, housing discrimination, economic disparities and long-held custom, they most emphatically are in reality. “Ninety-five percent of education reform is about trying to make separate schools for rich and poor work, but there is very little evidence that you can have success when you pack all the low-income students into one particular school,” said Richard Kahlenberg, a senior fellow at the Century Foundation who specializes in education issues." (http://www.nytimes.com/2011/03/22/opinion/22herbert.html?_r=1) The focus of American reform is "teacher quality" and elimination of teachers' unions. The methods used are standardized testing, reduction/elimination of seniority provisions and bargaining rights, "value added" teacher quality testing and ranking, and merit pay. At the same time, the school system is slowly reconfigured around student/parent "choices". In the US this usually takes the form of Charter schools, who are not regulated through local government. It also involves reducing overall education funding, which results in larger class sizes and fewer teachers. By focusing on "teacher quality", US reform ignores the more fundamental issues: poverty, race, environment (parents, neighborhood). It is a myth that the "problem" with schools is bad teachers. They are simply being used as a scapegoat for much bigger social issues. If teachers are the problem, then it can't be poverty, so the lie goes. And so all we have to do is fire the bad teachers (or pay them less?), and schools will improve. Except they don't. One of the great tragedies of the loss of what Americans call "tenure" (and we generally refer to as "seniority") is that it often results in the GOOD teachers losing their jobs. Seniority provisions protect teachers with more service to the school. They also prevent discrimination from Principals and school Administration (such as nepotism and favouratism). Senior teachers are typically the ones with the most experience, are most likely to have higher education (such as a Master's degree) and highest pay. Elimination of tenure in the US has resulted in many of these teachers losing their jobs because they cost more. It has nothing to do with "teacher quality". In value-added, "merit pay" systems, no one gets fired, but the ninety percent of teachers who do not get the merit pay are pretty demoralized. One Los Angeles teacher was so crushed when his "value added" score was published and ranked in the LA Times that he committed suicide. In fact, it would be a credible claim to say that US teachers as a whole are pretty demoralized. American education theorist Bill Ayers describes the situation this way: "We're living in the darkest times for teachers that I've ever seen in my life. It's hard to fully understand how the conversation about what makes a robust, vital education for citizens in a democracy has degraded to the point where the frame of the whole discussion is that teachers are the problem. It's true that good schools are places where good teachers gather, but there's another piece to that: Good teachers need to be protected to teach, supported to teach, put into relationships with one another - and with the families of the kids - so that they can teach." So why, I wonder, is this what the BC government and School Trustees want? Why are they promoting a "blame the teacher" agenda? Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 8:47 AM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 3 comments: Paul HillsdonSeptember 28, 2011 at 11:12 AM I think there's confusion in the Ministry about what structures it needs in place to actually create their proposed personal learning system. The debate in the States is no doubt influencing their movements behind the scenes. Ironically, that debate down south has evolved considerably in the past year - it's far less contentious and political than it was. Even the Gates Foundation, which used to be all about value-added test scores, has concluded that teachers need multiple forms of assessment. I think its fair to say that not all teachers are great and that if we want to pursue whole scale reform, the topic needs to be on the table. The question then becomes, how do we identify weaknesses and give professional development opportunities to rectify the situation. From my understanding, we already do a much better job with that process than the US, but I'm sure there's room for improvement. That doesn't, however, require the elimination of seniority or due process.ReplyDelete Tara EhrckeSeptember 28, 2011 at 11:25 AM I think you are missing the real intention of the Ministry. They want to focus on so called "teacher quality" because it let's them avoid dealing with funding, poverty, supports for students, class size, etc. etc. The current focus in the US is totally counter productive - it is driving great teachers AWAY from teaching. It is not improving "teacher quality". Have a look at this interesting book: http://whygreatteachersquit.com/ But there's an elephant in the room...the greatest teacher in the world can't help a student living in extreme poverty...The biggest factors on student learning are OUTSIDE the school - in the home, the community, the rest of the student's life. US reformers don't want to deal with any of these issues, and they are using teachers as scapegoats for problems in society they have no responsibility for. This is totally unfair but also let's governments off the hook for these societal problems.ReplyDelete Paul HillsdonSeptember 28, 2011 at 11:50 AM I do see what you're saying. I agree 100% that if we are focusing on the achievement gap, per say, more will be done by reducing poverty than teacher quality. However, you can't deny that a great teacher in the classroom can make a big difference in student engagement and achievement. As I said before, I think everything should be on the table if we're going to talk reform, including poverty and teacher quality. The major problem is that the union is in contract negotiations, so of course the government is going to try and secure such huge changes. It's disrespectful to teacher's rights, but I wouldn't have expected anything less.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ▼  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ▼  September (10) Does BCPSEA represent the interest of School Trust... BCPSEA pushing American style "reform" agenda Wrong response to poverty and underfunded classroo... Mel Joy and the BC Trustees' new approach? Good riddance to BCeSIS Cranbrook Trustees re-instate recess during job ac... Shameful cuts to BCCPAC funding show "family first... In defense of compassionate care leave Mr. Abbott - the ball is in your court... Guest post: A teacher explains our bargaining posi... ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8004&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 5, March 2005 From public…to private: Cuts threaten heritage school by Sue Mackenzie and Monica Zurowski Because of budget restraints and declining enrolment, Aldergrove Elementary School finds itself in the same position as some other schools. School districts must look into ways of reducing costs and in some cases looking at school closures. These are difficult decisions during difficult times, yet the loss of a community’s school means the loss of more than a building. It threatens to have a devastating effect on those who view their school as a stable centre of their family’s life, offering them much more than reading, writing, and arithmetic. Aldergrove is a relatively small community in the Fraser Valley. Aldergrove Elementary School is a designated historical landmark (1913) on the highway between Alder Lanes Bowling Centre and some local merchants. Although the face of the main street has changed over the years, the old school building remains the hub of a school family that has provided an education to generations of students. Aldergrove Elementary has 184 students and a private, highly respected preschool called "Small Beginnings" that serves 80 families, some of whom will attend our school. The little elementary school, a bustling centre of services and activities, gives true meaning to the adage "It takes a community to raise a child." The parents and staff have been working hard for decades to provide a safe and nurturing environment. Designated an "inner city" school, it has directed financial and emotional resources to more and more services to families within the community. Aldergrove Elementary School has very little staff turnover, and many of the staff have brought their own children to this school from other areas so that they might benefit from the exceptional level of instruction. At a time when dollars are scarce and services to children are being undercut, Aldergrove Elementary has proudly managed to fund 1.84 FTE teachers for primary and intermediate learning assistance, resource programs, and behaviour support as well as 0.2 speech and language teacher and a 0.4 counsellor. The staff and families of this school community consistently recognize the need for special services to children in order to facilitate a successful learning environment for all. Our staff works as a team to meet the needs of our families by implementing and maintaining a variety of other services. We have an incredibly successful early-intervention program, which consists of a Reading Recovery program, a Grade 1 learning assistance program, and a speech and language program that supports strong classroom instruction. This combination has resulted in Aldergrove Elementary’s achieving top Grade 1 reading results (district testing) over the past five years. All our staff support this program because we realize the importance of getting students off to a good start academically and emotionally. We have a help centre to accommodate one-on-one instruction, as well as provide recess and lunch social interaction activities in a supervised setting. The behaviour support co-ordinator has a social skills group that meets regularly for learning appropriate interactions. The counselling centre has become an information place for families to seek additional help through community agencies and other resources. Former students frequently stop in looking for information or guidance regarding current life issues. Within the school, counselling is available for individual children, small groups, and parents. The music program gives students a balance of musical opportunities including ukulele instruction. Choirs, concerts, and assembly performances are a small part of what our music teacher organizes and teaches. This small school has a fully equipped computer lab, and an effort to maintain up-to-date technology is always apparent. The Aboriginal Program provides direct service to many of our students with Aboriginal ancestry, and we value the diversity this program brings to all our children in the form of special days and activities. Our physical education program includes sports such as basketball, volleyball, and track and field. As well, we offer all our intermediate students an opportunity to participate in after-school tournaments with neighbouring schools. This has greatly enhanced our feeling of school pride. For the past 30 years, Aldergrove Elementary School has had a teacher-supervised bowling league after school. Every Tuesday, many of our students head next door to Alder Lanes to be part of their school bowling team. Through these activities, our children have had the opportunity to develop good sportsmanship and team spirit. Currently, we offer a late-French-immersion program for Grade 6 and 7 students as well as a full-time Kindergarten for our ESL and Aboriginal children. Aldergrove Elementary School has been involved with Big Brothers and Sisters in the mentor program since it started many years ago. Our partnerships between little and big buddies have been recognized as invaluable. For many years, children have been able to start their day with a nutritious breakfast prepared by volunteers from a local church. Some of the children continue to stop by in the morning for a bite to eat before heading to the local high school. Children can also have their recess snacks and lunch provided at school each day regardless of their ability to pay. This elementary school is more like a large family, where we support one another, celebrate our accomplishments, and offer assistance to those in need. It offers stability and security to a community that appreciates the support. As a community, we understand financial hardships, but clearly we recognize the value of investing in our children. It is not the building that we endeavour to save. It is the sense of community and family that we cannot do without. Sue Mackenzie and Monica Zurowski have submitted this on behalf of current and former staff of Aldergrove Elementary School.  )
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=23309,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 23, Number 7, May/June 2011 Supporting your local bargaining team By Glen Hansman Our collective agreements came about through a long history of struggle and initiative with teachers working together since the BCTF was founded in 1917. Over the years these agreements have played a key role in the welfare and worklife of teachers and in the quality of education we provide in public schools. Working together is something that has always served us well. Ken Novakowski points out in a Teacher article from September 1999 (see http://bit.ly/iVENTb), “From the beginning, BC teachers established that they were going to pursue their collective objectives with serious rigour when in 1919, Victoria teachers held a two-day strike to achieve a salary agreement. This was the first teacher strike in what was then referred to as the British Empire. From that point forward, BC teachers used job action, political action, and professional influence to help attain their goals.” That isn’t to say that there haven’t been setbacks. Certainly, Bills 27 and 28—the BC Liberal government’s legislation that removed class size, class composition, hours of work, integration, learning specialist teacher caseloads and ratios, and other language from our collective agreements—are among the worst setbacks, and their effects have been horrendous. We always need to remember what teachers sacrificed to get this language in the first place. BC teachers stood on the picket line for that language, they gave up salary and benefit improvements for that language, and they advocated forcefully at the bargaining table and with government to secure it. In April 2011, nearly a decade on from government’s taking that language away from us, the BC Supreme Court decided that the BC Liberal government’s actions were unconstitutional. And, through the court proceedings, we now know much more about the activities of government (which included Christy Clark, who was minister of education at the time) behind the scenes in the lead up to committing its unconstitutional acts during the 2001–02 school year (see Susan Lambert’s article below). This is only one part of the context in which we find ourselves bargaining at the provincial and the local tables. Having the privilege to travel around the province to speak to members and hear from them about bargaining, the court decision, and other issues of concern, I have found it remarkable how interested members are in the current round of bargaining. Many locals have been reporting the highest member turn-out in years at local meetings, and the questions that are being asked demonstrate that members have been paying attention to the bargaining bulletins arriving at their schools from the provincial and local tables. It is clear at this point, though, that the majority of school boards are not taking negotiations as seriously as they should be. Many school boards have only agreed to a handful of dates between now and the end of the school year. Several of them have shown little or passing interest in hearing from teacher locals about the important objectives and issues of concern that teachers in those locals have determined should be addressed at the local bargaining table. This is unacceptable. Conversations will be occurring this month about what steps we will need to take collectively to support the work of our local teams and to push individual trustees, their boards, and their management teams to get to local bargaining tables on a more frequent basis and to take seriously the objectives you have set through your locals. Glen Hansman is the BCTF second vice-president. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11936,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2000 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 13, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 2000 Opinion Sanctions against Iraq by Patrik Parkes On Saturday, September 23, 2000, Dennis Halliday, a former assistant secretary general of the UN, was in Vancouver to speak about the devastating effects of U.S.-led UN sanctions against Iraq. Halliday outlined some of the main issues and related anecdotes from his time spent in Iraq to an audience of more than 900 people. The sanctions against Iraq are of concern to all who value human rights. Specifically, it is of concern that Canada has endorsed these sanctions. And it is of concern to teachers that Iraqis’ right to education has been undermined by the sanctions. Of specific concern to public school teachers is the prevention of basic school supplies—paper, pencils, and textbooks—from entering Iraq under the sanctions. Iraq used to have an education system that was free and universal. Now, having little cash, the Iraqi government has had to start charging tuition for even elementary education. Many children can’t attend school anyway, forced to beg or prostitute themselves to earn money for their families. A generation of Iraqi children is growing up uneducated, angry, and isolated from the outside world. When Iraq was prosperous, it imported 70% of its food supply, and it could afford to provide free healthcare for its citizens. Now Iraq is unable to import sufficient quantities of food, is banned from importing medicines and other medical supplies, and has no money to repair infrastructure destroyed by mainly U.S. bombing. During the Gulf War, 28 hospitals and 80% of all water and sewage systems were destroyed. Since the war and the onset of sanctions, birth weights have declined, and 30% of Iraqi children are at risk from acute malnutrition. As a direct consequence of the sanctions, 6,000 Iraqi infants die each month. To make things worse, many are born with severe birth deformities resulting from the use of depleted uranium in U.S. and U.K. bombs. Effectively, what is happening to Iraq can be called genocide. Because of the sanctions, Iraqi people are unable to access basic medical necessities, and they are being starved to death. The sanctions violate international law, which prohibits the starvation of civilians, and the destruction of things indispensable to human survival, as methods of warfare. The ostensible purpose of the sanctions is to contain Saddam Hussein and prevent Iraq’s weapons of mass destruction from being a threat. Dennis Halliday has suggested other motives for the sanctions. One is to promote the threat of Iraq in order to increase U.S. arms sales to Iraq’s neighbours. Another is to control the supply of oil—“a form of neo-colonialism applied by the U.S. to dominate the Arab world.” Indeed, keeping Iraqi oil off the world market helps inflate world oil prices, of benefit to U.S. oil companies. Unfortunately, the Canadian government endorses the sanctions. At a time when the death of Pierre Trudeau has caused many Canadians to reflect on their nation, recalling the more independent image we used to project abroad, it is a great shame that Canada so blindly lends its help to exploits such as the sanctions against Iraq. Halliday remarked that Ottawa is acting as a branch of Washington. By supporting the sanctions and other injustices such as the bombing of Yugoslavia, Canada is projecting an international image of servitude to U.S. whims. This is an issue of serious concern to all Canadians. Canadians need to pressure the government—through letter-writing campaigns, or other means—to end its support for the sanctions. Teachers can raise awareness by including the sanctions against Iraq in discussions of current events. The sanctions are of interest to social-issues clubs as well. If you require further information, or petitions, please contact Campaign to End the Sanctions Against the People of Iraq (CESAPI), c/o Ken Hiebert, (604) 253-1459. Patrik Parkes is a teacher on call in the Coquitlam School District. Schools: A factory model by Ed Harrison and Rob Sandhu Early 20th Century Education leads Teachers into the 21st Century.” Imagine that headline as a lead into a Vancouver Sun story about our education system. But in fact that is the situation. Back in the early 20th century, Franklin Bobbitt, at the Harvard School of Education, was proposing an education system that viewed the child as the raw material and the school as the factory that would mould the student into a marketable product. At each stage in the process, the managers were to constantly check the product for consistency using specified objectives. Within Bobbitt’s vision of curriculum and schooling, the B.C. ministry’s view of education would sit very comfortably. Prescribed learning outcomes (PLOs) clearly describe what the teacher is supposed to teach in a particular subject. When curricula were first developed in the mid-1900s, teachers working on them thought that they would be able to describe their subject area in more detail than ever before. PLOs started out as Intended Learning Outcomes (ILOs). But if something were intended, the ministry testing branch could not be sure it had been taught. Thus ILOs became PLOs. Further, it was with some dismay that teacher curriculum developers were told by ministry representatives that they could only have 240 PLOs per subject. This raises the question, What do they do if the PLOs don’t fully describe a subject? They link the ministry with a particular conception of schooling: Schools are factories that are to be controlled at every stage. The ministry’s assumption is that if you control what is taught through PLOs, you control the process of education. That is not unlike Bobbitt’s vision. But, of course, you don’t really know if you have controlled the education process unless you test to see if you have the control. Thus we have witnessed the growth of testing in the province. It started innocently enough with some sample testing in Grade 10 in the key areas of science, English, math, and social studies. Such testing could be used to alter or rewrite curriculum and thus improve the overall quality of education in the province. The problem was that the testing programs began to have history. The social studies program, for example, had been sampled three times and data was beginning to be compared. Groups began to raise questions about what should be taught and how it should be taught. But this did not conform with the ministry’s view of how the factory should be run; it did not account for the need to have quality control. A new testing program was needed. Foundation Skills Assessment (FSA) tests would focus on the subject area and be linked to a student’s ability. The move quietly shifted the responsibility for success in program away from the ministry to the teacher. It prevented a historical pattern of data about a program from being collected and stifled the teacher demands for curriculum reform. The process of being educated began to be more important than the substance. If students are able to pass those tests, then there is no reason they should not continue the process of being educated. If they can’t pass the tests then we will move them through the system anyway since at some point they should be able to pick up enough to graduate. That also follows the dictum of James Popum in an article, “The Death of Curriculum.” Popum argues that testing can be used to control classroom activities. The performance-based outcomes also extend the control of the ministry. They are based on the model of the school as a factory. Performance is a term drawn from the theatre: the student becomes the performer, the one who performs for the entertainment of others. Performance is indeed theatre given that the PLOs never reflected the basis of a particular program or course. But as long as the process of giving the performance is standardized and measured, students will be thought to be educated. Of course, the question that is begged is, Is this really education? Where the factory-system approach to education begins to fall apart is around the issues related to accreditation. Accreditation is designed to ensure consistency with ministry standards of what constitutes a good school. But the time that was spent getting to that point and the speciousness of the questions has led to a fundamental questioning of the reasons for accreditation. Teachers have finally raised the question about the validity of the process. But the ministry insists that the process, flawed or not, continue. The questions of process and substance reach a pinnacle over advanced-credit issues related to summer school. Questions related to marks (one school reports an average course mark in SS11 as 78%) and topics covered indicate that the process—that students go through the course rather than the substance (that there is meaningful discussion of the issues and time to reflect upon the material)—is more important. The process attitude toward education is a response to what the public wants: It wants accountability at any price. There is no room for debate about what is worthwhile in education, of what should be taught and how. It is the process that politicians want to be able to point to with the assurance that the “bang for the buck” can be measured and accounted for: the accountants factory model that Bobbitt suggested in the last century has come true. Ed Harrison teaches at New Caledonia Senior Secondary School, Terrace, and Rob Sandhu teaches at the VSB/UBC Transition Program, Vancouver. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media last tweet "" @ - 12:00am Follow @ last post "" facebook/ - Jan 1st Like Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Touring a natural gas drilling rig with @MLA Mike Bernier, and Brian from EnCana http://t.co/AifdJ4H07b" @Teresa_Wat - 06:01pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "Gr8 event honoring Taiwan ROC w many friends @douglasbing @marvinhunt4bc @KerryLynneFindl @mhlchiu26 @prairiechinois http://t.co/85TUCQsbrI" @John_Yap - 05:40pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141007,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/FassbenderMLA/status/327506489168244737?screen_name=FassbenderMLA&screen_name=FassbenderMLA&id=327506489168244737&id=327506489168244737,Peter Fassbender on Twitter: "To accelerate business opportunities for women, Premier announces new Premier’s Women’s Economic Advisory Council. #bcpoli" Twitter Search query Search Twitter Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Language: English Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Have an account? Sign in New to Twitter? Join Today » Sign In Phone, email or username Password Sign in Remember me Forgot password? Already using Twitter via text message? Follow Following Unfollow Blocked Unblock Pending Cancel Peter FassbenderVerified account ‏ @FassbenderMLA 25 Apr 2013 To accelerate business opportunities for women, Premier announces new Premier’s Women’s Economic Advisory Council. #bcpoli Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet 12:36 PM - 25 Apr 2013 Don’t miss any updates from Peter Fassbender © 2014 Twitter About Help Ads info Close Flag this media This has already been marked as containing sensitive content. Flag this as containing potentially illegal content. Submit Cancel Learn more about flagging media Dismiss Close Previous Next Close Go to a person's profile Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Close Retweet this to your followers? Cancel Retweet Close Are you sure you want to delete this Tweet? Cancel Delete Close Block Cancel Block Add a location to your Tweets When you tweet with a location, Twitter stores that location. You can switch location on/off before each Tweet and always have the option to delete your location history. Learn more Turn location on Not now Turn off location Close Profile summary Close Your lists Close Create a new list List name Description Under 100 characters, optional Privacy Public · Anyone can follow this list Private · Only you can access this list Save list Close Close Embed this Tweet Add this Tweet to your website by copying the code below. Learn more Hmm, there was a problem reaching the server. Try again? Include parent Tweet Include media Preview Close Sign up for Twitter Not on Twitter? Sign up, tune into the things you care about, and get updates as they happen. Have an account? Sign in » Close Two-way (sending and receiving) short codes: Country Code For customers of United States 40404 (any) Canada 21212 (any) United Kingdom 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM Haiti 40404 Digicel, Voila Ireland 51210 Vodafone, O2 India 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Indonesia 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » See SMS short codes for other countries Close Confirmation)
(20140925,www.blogger.com,https://www.blogger.com/navbar.g?targetBlogID075687045866423208324646blogName75Staffroom+Confidential46publishMode75PUBLISH_MODE_HOSTED46navbarType75LIGHT46layoutType75LAYOUTS46searchRoot75http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/search46blogLocale75en46v075246homepageUrl75http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/46targetPostID075338126498578682436046blogPostOrPageUrl75http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2013/06/school-choice-and-segregation.html46vt75-3689801045998168354,302 Moved 302 Moved The document has moved here.)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Touring a natural gas drilling rig with @MLA Mike Bernier, and Brian from EnCana http://t.co/AifdJ4H07b" @Teresa_Wat - 06:01pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12668,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 1999 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 12, Number 1, September 1999 Rehab expansion by Patti McLaughlin The Teacher Rehabilitation Program began as a five-local pilot in 1993. The program, which is a partnership between BCTF locals, school districts, and professional rehabilitation service providers, was designed to return teachers, disabled from teaching, to teaching as quickly as possible. Through early intervention, the program offers occupational and vocational rehabilitation support to disabled teachers, shortening their absences from work, and helping them achieve durable re-entries to their profession. Case studies reflect that the longer workers are absent from their positions, the less likely it is that they will ever return to that position. In fact, without intervention, the rehabilitation research suggests that after a six-month absence, there is only a 50% chance of the worker returning to work, 20% after a year’s absence, and a mere 10% after being absent from work for two years. Because of this, and the effect of an aging teacher population on sick-leave banks and the Salary Indemnity Fund, the Federation is committed to assisting teachers in their recovery from disability. BCTF research on the five-local pilot project reflected that for every dollar the BCTF spent on rehabilitation services for its teachers, there was a $3.50 return in terms of savings to the Salary Indemnity Fund. The program is designed for full or part-time teachers who, through illness, have missed 20 or more school days, or who have had their teaching assignment reduced as a result of illness, or who are using sick leave to manage the symptoms of their illnesses. Referrals to the program may be made through the school district office when a teacher’s 20-day absence leads to a temporary posting, through a local president, through BCTF Income Security claims officers if a teacher is on Short-Long Term Disability, or, through a self-referral. This September, the program expands to 16 new districts extending from central B.C., through the Okanagan and Fraser Valley, to Vancouver Island. There were several criteria for inclusion in the expansion. First, the Federation looked for locals with sound, trusting, working relationships with their boards—boards that took their duty to accommodate sick teachers seriously—and would work openly with locals to effect timely returns to work for those teachers. In addition, the Federation also sought to expand to districts in close proximity to the pilot districts, where rehabilitation services already existed. Those 16 locals were selected last winter, and then came the hard part of convincing these boards that participation in a BCTF program would benefit all parties. District visits took place during April to June, and for the most part, the boards were very enlightened, and appreciated the opportunity the BCTF was offering. During the past spring, after a lengthy screening process, the Federation hired four rehabilitation service providers to deliver rehabilitation services in these 21 districts. The new providers are: Advance Rehabilitation Management Services, D.C. Powers and Assoc., Occupational Rehabilitation Group of Canada, and Spectrum. And, several administrative functions attendant on the rehabilitation process, that were previously done outside the Federation, have now been brought in-house. Patrice Gower is the new case manager of the Teacher Rehabilitation Program. She will assess referrals, determine whether rehabilitation is appropriate and manage both the rehabilitation service providers and cost controls. Michelle Minor, the new referral co-ordinator, will process referrals, and make contact with disabled teachers to introduce the program. The success of the program will be built on the strength of the relationships forged in these new districts. Patti McLaughlin is an assistant director in the BCTF’s Income Security Department. Districts currently in the program: Abbotsford, Alberni, Campbell River, Central Okanagan, Chilliwack, Delta, Greater Victoria, Howe Sound, Langley, Maple Ridge, Mission, North Okanagan-Shuswap, North Vancouver, Okanagan-Skaha, Prince George, Quesnel, Revelstoke, Sannich, Sooke, Surrey, and Vernon. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2011/12/teachers-read-message-to-george-abbott.html?showComment0751322875934431,Staffroom Confidential: Teachers read message to George Abbott Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Friday, December 2, 2011 Teachers read message to George Abbott Minister of Education George Abbott has been touring the province visiting schools. This is a good thing. I remember in 2005 a Victoria teacher running into then Education Minister Shirley Bond and asking when she had last visited a classroom, to which she answered it was when she was in school herself! I hope that Mr. Abbott is listening to teachers' messages. I know during his visit at Central Middle School, teachers questioned him about the net zero mandate, services for students with special needs, and class size - issues that are important to teachers and that we feel are critical to maintaining our excellent public education system. This week, at a visit to Caulfeild Elementary in West Vancouver, teachers read the following message to Mr. Abbott: "The teachers of Caulfeild would like you to know that we are disappointed and disheartened by the government’s recent attacks on B.C. public school teachers.  By the very nature of what we do, we are caring, diligent, progressive and conscientious people who, in the face of the negative tone of the Ministry’s Education Plan, continue to work for the betterment of B.C. children and public education. Why does this government continue to strip the “profession” from teaching? The “Professional Teaching Act” is now the “Teaching Act”. The backwards movement at the Provincial bargaining table attempts to strip our contract to the point that government officials and Administrators dictate our professional development and negate any autonomy in the classroom. The message this sends is simply that we cannot be trusted to conduct ourselves as professionals and do not deserve to be treated as such. We believe that BCPSEA’s application to take back 15% of our salary and benefits for work “not done” is insulting.  We at Caulfeild have never put in more hours of our own time, after school, in the evenings and on weekends.  We are dedicated professionals who have worked above and beyond to implement our iDEC program. We don’t like to say no. We want to be successful. We are highly trained and passionate teachers who continue to teach, assess and inform parents of student progress in the usual manner.   How are B.C. teachers supposed to make ends meet with yet another zero salary increase? Perhaps rather than coaching or sponsoring teams and clubs on our personal time, we should re-claim those hours for ourselves and our families and perhaps tutor and subsidize our incomes by an extra $400 a week. Many teachers  have a second job to make ends meet. Where is the incentive for us to continue professional development when we aren’t considered professionals? Why does the government ignore the Supreme Court’s ruling on Bills 27 and 28? How does cutting funding for teacher-librarians support a need for increased literacy? Why are West Van parent volunteers expected to pick up the slack?  What are the less fortunate districts supposed to do?  This district, despite the successes you will see today, is underfunded by the government.  Fee-paying international students help make up much of your government’s shortfall.  Without them, much of what you see today would not be possible.  Our PAC’s also raise money to make up for your government’s lack of funding.  Radical change is not what we need now.  We need stability and proper funding. " Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 9:07 AM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 12 comments: UnknownDecember 2, 2011 at 5:02 PM To which he replied...?ReplyDelete AnonymousDecember 2, 2011 at 5:32 PM Thanks to the teachers of Caulfeild for taking a stand.ReplyDelete AnonymousDecember 2, 2011 at 6:01 PM As Shirley Bond was on the Prince George School Board and an active parent volunteer, I find it difficult to believe that she had last visited a classroom when she was in school herself. Perhaps this start to the blog post is influencing my reaction to the rest of the post. However, stating to the Minister that "[by] the very nature of what we do, we are caring, diligent, progressive and conscientious people", does seem to lead to the next part of that sentence being "and you're not". Would it be possible to phrase this message to the Minister in a more professional manner, one that is less adversarial?ReplyDelete AnonymousDecember 2, 2011 at 6:36 PM "[by] the very nature of what we do, we are caring, diligent, progressive and conscientious people", does seem to lead to the next part of that sentence being "and you're not". Which is completely true. I don't find the letter adversarial, I find it completely honest.ReplyDelete AnonymousDecember 2, 2011 at 10:19 PM I didn't find the letter unprofessional in the slightest,nor did I feel that the statement "[by] the very nature of what we do, we are caring, diligent, progressive and conscientious people" led to "and you're not". I felt it was an affirmation of those qualities that come into question whenever teachers are forced into any action on their own behalf.ReplyDelete Student teacher guyDecember 3, 2011 at 8:41 AM "Many teachers have a second job to make ends meet." Yikes. As a current B.Ed. student here in B.C. I find that disturbing. Do you have any data on that? Much thanks and, in any case, keep blogging. Your stuff is very informative.ReplyDelete AnonymousDecember 3, 2011 at 10:15 AM But surely there is a way to communicate with the Minister in a way that is less adversarial? If you're a teacher dealing with a student, for example, isn't it more effective to work in a little bit of praise about something, and then list things to work on? Why not start with an acknowledgement that both teachers and the people in the Ministry of Education are there because they want to help improve the lives of children through education? Talk about how teachers are a part of the conversation about the changes in the education system, and give some examples as to how things are changing in individual classrooms. Then move onto a discussion as to how West Vancouver is a fortunate district, due to having many rich parents supporting the district, and international students. This level of support is required for all districts, and all districts need stability and proper funding. For heavens sake - that's the best part of the letter. Why bury it at the bottom? Student teacher guy, I think you'll find that a number of beginning teachers may have a second job to make ends meet until they get a full time contract. I don't think you'll find that your typical full time teacher requires a second job.ReplyDelete AnonymousDecember 3, 2011 at 11:04 AM Who on earth is this person criticizing this letter?? My goodness. Do you work for George Abbott? I am not a teacher but is active int he school and have a couple friends who are teachers. What more do you want from teachers? Teachers try to stand up for once for themselves and they get knocked down. I would say good for those teachers for being a bit aggressive (to you, not to me) to fight for our education system. In fact, they should be more vocal and aggressive. Don't you think the government is being adversarial? George Abbott is the government. Student teacher: you will not get rich starting out but I know a few experienced teachers who are indeed, struggling. They take any job tutuoring, or marking for the government just to make ends meet. Lots of teachers have husbands who have very good jobs and that is their saving grace.ReplyDelete AnonymousDecember 4, 2011 at 9:03 PM I'd like to ask George to take the focus off the teachers and have a closer look at our principals. Good leadership is where it all begins and while some principals are fantastic at their jobs, some are just plain incompetent. So with regard to teacher bashing.....BACK OFF!ReplyDelete AnonymousDecember 5, 2011 at 9:54 AM This comment has been removed by a blog administrator.ReplyDelete 3G'sDecember 7, 2011 at 8:01 PM I tend to agree with Anonymous, but take issue with what Anonymous says about Anonymous' comment.ReplyDelete AnonymousDecember 10, 2011 at 10:59 AM student teacher needs to look into teaching in alberta, where funding to education cuts is being restored and the salary is 20,000.00 more a year. i am a 25 year teacher and that is 500,000.00 more over the course of my career. teachers are recognized and respected for their professional status. in fact, anyone in the health care or education field should consider alberta where real estate and cost of living is so much more manageable. housing costs in calgary are less than small town B.C. B.C. is bankrupt, take your degrees and run!!ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ▼  2011 (125) ▼  December (7) Fix the teacher? What about society bcedplan: a return to 19th century schooling? BC Education Minister announces 3% funding cut EduPlan or eduScam? Vancouver teacher Gerry Kent s... What's in the billions? The money stolen from BC k... High performing school system? Trust your teachers... Teachers read message to George Abbott ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=1668&printPage=true,BCTF News Releases  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2006 Archives BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE February 21, 2006 BC Budget 2006 claims to focus on children, but fails to fund their needs REVISED The 2006 provincial budget doesn't address any of the critical issues that teachers fought to bring to the top of the political agenda through their strike last fall. "Teachers took tremendous risks and showed great courage in standing up for students' learning conditions. Unfortunately, this budget suggests that the government learned nothing from our job action," said BCTF President Jinny Sims. "There is nothing to redress large class sizes, nothing to address class composition, and nothing to reassure us that children with special needs will receive the classroom support they need," she said. With education funding budgeted to rise by a mere 2.31 percent next year, Sims predicted school boards will once again face an urgent economic crunch. "Clearly trustees are going to be placed in the painful position of making deeper and more drastic cuts to much-needed services," she said. Sims noted that the data released last week by Education Minister Shirley Bond showed that more than 9,200 classes have 31 students or more, and almost 11,000 classes have four or more students with special needs–virtually impossible teaching and learning conditions. The budget also shows an alarming discrepancy between the increase in funding for public versus private schools. Over the next three years, the public school system will receive only 2.35 percent more–not even enough to keep up with the growing cost of living. There will be a 2.31 percent increase in the coming year, and a minuscule 0.02 percent in each of the subsequent years. By contrast, the private school system will receive 10.38 percent more over the same period. This is more than four times greater than the lift to the public system—which educates the vast majority of BC students. "The irony here is that the BC taxpayers are subsidizing smaller classes for students in private schools, while kids in the public system are struggling in larger classes with fewer resources," Sims said. She expressed concern that, just as the government is moving towards increased privatization of the public health system, it is also opening the door to increased privatization in schools. "British Columbians value our high-quality publicly-funded education system. However, this budget signals that failed health care solutions are being applied to our children's education. We find this very disturbing," Sims said. Number one of the "Five Great Goals" for "BC's golden decade" is to make BC "The best-educated, most literate jurisdiction on the continent." Unfortunately, the BC Liberals have not implemented any of the budgetary or policy requirements to support this goal. "The contrast between their rhetoric and the reality is striking when you examine the numbers released today," Sims said. - 30 - For more information, contact Nancy Knickerbocker, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell).)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=23826,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 1, September 2011   PSA Council—40th anniversary  By Heather Daly   Origins of the PSA Council BC teachers and supporters of public education in BC have the option of joining one or more of 33 exceptional professional specialist associations (PSAs). PSAs span the subject, grade, interest, and learning specialist areas relevant to public education in the province. They thrive thanks to the commitment of those individuals who choose to become PSA members and subscribers and the incredible work of each of the individual PSA executives. Although each PSA has its own focus and is incorporated under its own constitution, all PSAs share the same powerful purpose: to foster and provide professional development, through such actions as organizing conferences, institutes, and workshops, developing curriculum projects and position statements, communicating and liaising with other groups, and championing appropriate standards and working and learning conditions. This shared purpose has long meant that PSAs can achieve more for BC teachers and students by working together. It was this sentiment, given voice on May 1, 1971, that led to the formation of the Provincial Specialist Association Council, which is now celebrating its 40th anniversary. The hope behind the PSAs coming together as a council was that the dialogue and collaboration between PSAs would lead to, “…a growing interaction that will benefit all of us in our professional aspirations” and would, “promote professional development by enabling PSAs to communicate with one another, and as a body with other sections of the BCTF.” It is reported that one delegate strongly supported the formation of the council by stating, “Who better than we can understand our needs and objectives? We are teachers helping teachers, and is this not the strength of our PSA movement?” The first official meeting of PSA Council was held on October 23, 1971, and the agenda included program planning, financing, member recruitment, publications, and “additional items from PSAs,” not dissimilar to PSA Council meetings today. Delegates were present from most of the 21 PSAs that were in existence in 1971–72, which included Art, Business Educators, Classics, Counsellors, English, Home Economics, Intermediate, Librarians, Mathematics, Modern Languages, Music, Occupational Teachers, Physical Education, Primary, Science, Shop, Social Studies, and Special Education, along with Directors of Instruction, Principals and Vice-Principals, and Supervisors, who were at the time part of the BCTF. One of the common concerns of the delegates who came together at the first PSA Council meeting was low PSA membership. Total PSA membership at the time was reported to be “disappointing,” with less than 50% of all BC teachers at the time belonging to a PSA. The council newsletter from November 1971 reports that the resolve of the delegates was that, “we shall have to try even harder next year.” PSA finances, which can be dependent upon PSA membership numbers, were a related concern. However, then as now, the major focus of the PSA Council was on how the PSAs could provide the best possible service to BC teachers and students. In 1971–72, the PSA Council delegates were keenly interested in promoting the ability for individuals to have representation and voice by being part of a provincial specialist association and the ability of BC teachers to have access to information and BC teacher-developed publications that would support them in their work. One of the ways that the PSA Council delegates worked to assist individuals to have representation and voice was by encouraging additional groups of teachers to form PSAs. In 1973, for example, the PSA Council delegates encouraged BC drama teachers to affiliate as a PSA. The delegates also worked together in those years to enable non-teachers and student teachers to become PSA members. These efforts resulted in the eventual creation of the PSA “subscriber” category, which today continues to be an option on the PSA membership form for BC public education supporters, administrators, institutions, and many teachers who work in independent schools to join PSAs in order to support and benefit from them. Of particular benefit to PSA members and subscribers was access to BC teacher-developed curriculum materials and other publications that were produced by PSAs. At the first meeting in October 1971, the PSA Council delegates began the tradition of PSAs sharing with each other successful strategies for developing professional opportunities and materials and making them available. The delegates worked together to promote curriculum and other publications through displays at universities and the annual BCTF AGM and to make PSA publications available through the BCTF’s Lesson Aids’ Service. They were very concerned with the quality of PSA publications, recognizing that the printed PSA journals and newsletters were, “…of vital importance of maintaining a healthy relationship with members” and they supported orientation for PSA editors. Now, such orientation also includes assistance for PSA webmasters and the focus on print media has in many cases expanded to include the maintenance of a vibrant social media presence. The 1971–72 PSA Council delegates also worked together to encourage PSAs to submit articles to what was then called the BCTF Newsletter, another practice that continues to this day. By 1973, the PSA Council was formalized to the degree that BCTF staff were identified as being liaisons to the council and minutes were recorded and preserved for the first time. The PSA Council was now not just a forum for PSAs to come together, but an important and official body within the BCTF.   Heather Daly, Winslow Curriculum and Staff Development Dept., Coquitlam.  This is the first article in a year-long series celebrating the 40th anniversary of the PSA Council.  Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=28559,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 25, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 2012   Spontaneous drawing and aesthetic energy  By Bob Steele   All spontaneous drawings are language artifacts   Most are imbued with aesthetic energy   A few reach the status of work of art. – Drawing Network Credo Thousands of drawings by children have come my way over the years, each an amalgam of the drawer’s unique perceptions, thoughts, and feelings. Given the opportunity, children learn the power of their own invented language of graphic symbols. It begins in the second year of life when words first appear, but the significant difference is that words are coded and drawing is not. Drawing is a largely free medium articulating, expressing, and communicating important life experiences. (These are different functions.) Oral expression, on the other hand, is severely limited in these early years. I am, of course, referring to the spontaneous drawings children produce without help from adults except loving support, recognition of drawing’s importance to mental development, and occasional thematic motivation. Spontaneous drawing is a language medium children are born with, one that flourishes and grows in complexity and subtlety with daily practice. In our culture, children who are left on their own, draw sporadically and tend to limit themselves to repeating their own cultural stereotypes. Authentic drawing, i.e., based on life experience, is limited to those with a special talent. Children do need adult supervision, but any attempt to influence how children should draw to achieve correct or adult-approved standards of naturalism is counterproductive. The more I study children’s drawings the more they seem to radiate what I call “aesthetic energy” and some are so completely charged with this elusive quality that they deserve to be called “works of art.” I am dodging a definition of these terms, preferring to let them emerge in the analysis of the three drawings that appear below. It is necessary to point out that in this age group very few verbal expressions, oral or written, can be similarly identified because children must first learn the codes of literacy. Analyzing or simply enjoying pictures is more profitable when two kinds of seeing are used. (1) An analytical mode, which uses a sharply focused, rational, scientific approach and (2) scanning, which is, soft-focused, non-analytical, and engages the preconscious, intuitive mental functions. The analytical mode tends toward the rational accumulation of facts and relationships, and the logical assumptions that seem consistent with the facts. The scanning mode is best at finding hidden or less obvious relationships and apprehending the relationship of parts to wholes. It awakens the subliminal, intuitive powers of the mind and is at the heart of any creative activity. Scanning is the mode that engages empathy, the natural modality of children when they are drawing. Empathy is much talked about these days, but not much attention is given to authentic drawing which is the richest daily source of it. The raven and the eagle     (Ernest, age 8) His teacher had been discussing First Nations myths and this became the motivation for many drawings by the children in her class. • The text appears on the drawing illustrating the close relationship of literacy to drawing. Words were also used in the pre-drawing motivation that included a visit to a Native centre and later, in the post-drawing discussion. The close relationship of drawing to literacy and literacy to drawing is discussed more fully in other Drawing Network pieces. • The contrast of forms solidly arrayed along a baseline (this time, the bottom edge of the picture plane) in contrast to the birds soaring into space, a chase that gives a visceral sense of lift is, in my view, the richest source of aesthetic energy in this picture. • The unit consisting of crow, sun, moon, and stars is exquisitely rendered and is a perfect example of the unity of form and content. It shifts the momentum of the print from straightforward illustration to an image of cosmic significance. Again, aesthetic energy is a radiating presence. • A line drawn through the centre of roof pitch, eagle, and crow terminating in the crow’s bill would be a gentle reverse curve, an example of “the hidden order of art.” The English painter, Hogarth, thought this curve was a form of supreme compositional beauty! Is this part of our natural response to formal beauty or is it culturally implanted? I would opt for the former and that a trace of it occurs in this child’s spontaneous drawing. • Every form—long houses, cedar trees, totem poles, and birds—end in a spiky triangle. It dramatically appears in the two cedar trees, which along with salmon, were nature’s special gift to the Pacific Coast tribes. It is also the tree from which the totem would have been carved. A repeated form contributes to unity, and is typically a product of the scanning mode. This entire arrangement of houses, trees, and totem is a wealth of aesthetic energy. • Another source of aesthetic energy is the quality of line throughout, a classical contour line typical of most children’s drawings and not a single line, suggests hesitation or doubt, a huge accomplishment that the artist managed without even thinking much about it. He was flying on automatic pilot. • One final point: We should be grateful that Ernest’s teacher opened the way to a huge area of thematic subject matter for the daily draw—and let me nail down the principle that subject matter and content are why artists make art—and this includes the child artist—not to create attractive patterns or be wowed by fancy techniques. This drawing represents the marriage of social studies and art to the benefit of both. Social studies is no less intellectual when spontaneous drawing is brought into it as an auxiliary language. Santa and his reindeer   (Brendan age 5) We have established that drawing is a language that produces aesthetic energy and that some drawings—the three in this study, for example—are works of art. We have yet to establish the connection between these terms and the mental health of children. We should not forget that an entire profession of art therapy practitioners supports this relationship. Translated into practice this means that children whether they are more or less normal or suffering from psychological or sociological problems, will benefit from daily drawing. The assumption is that projecting images from the deep wells of the unconscious through empathic drawing will contribute to mental health and if needed, mental healing. This does not suggest that non-professionals should become amateur psychologists, only that all children should be offered regular and caring opportunities to draw spontaneously. Their mental health will be better for the experience and as a secondary benefit they will be better citizens. • The preceding drawing was based on a First Nations myth, this one is based on the myth of Santa Claus. We might think of it as a myth of childhood. Myths are stories with deep roots in human psychology and the scenarios that give birth to and sustain them make them excellent subjects for daily drawing. And let’s not forget the contemporary myths children are attracted to in comic books and other media. Indeed, popular culture is filled with mythological heroes. • Without necessarily being able to name them, children seem to have an instinctual feeling for the principles of formal organization. This drawing is organized around the principles of balance and tension. The figure of Santa is balanced against on one side and his sleigh and reindeers on the other. And, true to the metaphor, the house peak provides the fulcrum. • Draw an axial line starting the sleigh rising to the lead reindeer—a Hogarthian curve of beauty again—and arrayed along this line a dizzying complexity of forms, a tangle of legs (24—the correct number for 6 animals) and every reindeer complete with antlers. Not bad for a five-year-old. • Balancing this huge complexity is Santa on the other side of the fulcrum, a free agent, free, that is, to distribute gifts to children. • As I like to do from time to time, I pose the question: Could a five-year-old manage anything close to this drawing in the emerging language of words? Would articulation be equally possible? Expression? Communication? This is not to suggest that drawing is superior to literacy. In the long run, literacy is the language we need the most and it is useful in ways drawing could never achieve. As the codes of literacy are gradually achieved, drawing becomes an enriching auxiliary, but in the early years when language as the umbrella concept for a cluster of media—dance, music, drama, math—is so important to mental development, uncoded drawing truly is special for children. And how serendipitous it is that it is also an aid to literacy. Attacked by sea monsters   (Laura age 5) Laura’s drawing is based on a real dream, the nightmare we all have from time to time. My own experience is that nightmares were more horrifying and frequent in my younger days. This tightly packed drawing sums up a five-year-old’s nighttime experience. It is charged with aesthetic energy and is clearly a work of art. • The forms are tightly organized in a circular pattern, a closed circle except for the opening near the bottom edge of the picture plane. • Forms precisely touch neighbouring forms in at least six places, e.g., the girl’s foot in the shark’s mouth. These create what I will call energy sparks. The child’s psyche was disturbed by the trauma of the dream and placing forms in a precise relationship to each other was part of the healing process. I would suggest this was one way to establish the order of the waking state from the dream’s chaos. Another example: The same child’s other foot just touches the surface of the wave highlighting the perilous situation—in the water for danger, another kind of danger. Another spark. The drawer may be saying: I am now awake and able to place forms in a precise relationship. I am no longer in the land of chaotic and fearsome dreams. • The section we have been describing—a dangerous situation, one that creates the most intense alarm—is rendered in perfect clarity. Now turn your attention to the girl in the boat. It is a far more complex suite of forms, but again it is handled with clarity. This highlights a quality I find in most drawings by children in this age group, their unerring feeling for placement, for giving each piece of the puzzle breathing room. (“I just put a line around what I know,” said one child when asked how she drew.) This is the way it is, the firm line and expressive, but controlled forms seem to be saying, this way and no other. • And now this drawing’s mystery marks. Note the dots on all the protagonist’s eyes. What is it about eyes, especially the eyes of dream characters? And what are we to make of the deliberately emphasized dot within the boat shape? First, it is not in the boat but on the drawing. It must be important because it is placed intuitively in the centre of the drawing, precisely centred latterly and roughly centred vertically. Perhaps it helps if we remember that the image is circular and the dot can then be thought of as the hub of a wheel form. I wonder if Laura herself would be able to tell us. Still, we should be grateful because if fills the “hidden order of art” premise perfectly. Concluding remarks   If you have been taking children’s drawings more or less for granted and if you have been won over to the claim that drawings are language artifacts (or if you knew it all along) then you must be wondering about the evidence I have put together here to establish the “aesthetic energy” and “work of art” principles. (I am in a continuous state of wonderment too, but how else can we account for the evidence?) In this article I have discussed the near-perfect source of aesthetic energy in Ernes’s “crow and eagle” drawing, Brendan’s extraordinary essay on balance and tension in “Santa and His Reindeer” and Laura’s nightmare horror story. These examples are taken from a book-in-progress, which may include as many as one hundred works of art, before it’s finished, so these qualities in drawings are not all that rare. We have to admit that this is an astonishing dimension of the psychology of childhood and alas, one that appears to be somewhat rare. (I hope I’m wrong.) If there is an explanation for this phenomenon, it might go along these lines: It is familiar to anyone who has watched a child immersed in the act of drawing that they are lost in the process and are entirely unself-conscious. This also means they have no critical standards to meet, no culturally imposed goals or objectives. This means to me an automatic acceptance of pictorial elements as symbols just as words are symbols and not just the crude beginnings of representations. I suggest that the prevailing assumption is that the ultimate goal is naturalism and that the goal of achieving naturalism is too difficult to achieve. The typical first symbol for a human person is the two-year-old’s circle for head/body with lines for limbs and a happy smile for emotional content. Whether the child knows it or not this is a symbol just as the letters for MOM is a word symbol. The child knows that his mother is not remotely like the head/body reduction, but it gives him a language unit, allows him to express thoughts and feelings that otherwise would remain bottled up. When he is five, the symbol has become enriched by experience and Brendon’s far more complex symbols permit a far richer story. The direction was toward realism (true to the experience, however crude the drawing). This is what it was from the beginning, realism and not naturalism, i.e., optical correctness. When he drew the Santa drawing, Brendan was in control of a growing graphic language, both vocabulary and syntax, to make statements that originated in his eyes, his heart, and his mind. All this requires a theory of mind and as I am not a psychologist I will keep this simple but as persuasive as I am able. First it assumes that children have limited powers of analysis, which means the artists who made these drawings could not possibly have consciously planned the astonishing relationships we find in their drawings. Where do they come from, these remarkable drawings? We use the conscious mind with ease, and the unconscious mind too. I rarely encounter a function of mind halfway between the two and it’s called the preconscious. We might label it intuition, and I have called it “flying on automatic pilot.” This brain function is active when the child experiences empathy in imaginative play, sports, performing music and dance, and always in spontaneous drawing when the focus is on personal experience and mental growth.   Bob Steele, associate professor (Emeritus) UBC, drawnet@shaw.ca, drawnet.duetsoftware.net     Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13752,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 1998 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 10, Number 4, Jan./Feb. 1998 Human Rights Protecting basic human rights by Sharon MacGougan Leticia Moctezuma Vargas, a Mexican teacher, whose life has been threatened because of her involvement in a peaceful protest opposing the building of a golf course. One day, the parents of one of your students simply disappear. They are just gone, without a trace. Someone saw them being taken away in an unmarked police car. But, when questioned, the police and government official deny it. The next day, the witness to the abduction disappears as well. He has been killed execution-style, a bullet to the back of the head. This is real life for many individuals no different from us. It happens to people in all walks of life. It happens in spite of the universal laws created to protect all persons. On December 10, 1948, the United Nations, in response to the atrocities of the Second World War, proclaimed the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR). Member states pledged "to achieve...the promotion of universal respect for and observance of human rights and fundamental freedoms." Half the world's countries jail people because of their race, sex, beliefs, religion, or ethnic origin, and a third of the world's governments torture their prisoners. Those countries break the universal laws they signed onto so many years ago. Article 20 of the UDHR, promises freedom of association. We are teachers. Imagine being beaten and receiving death threats for speaking out. Leticia Moctezuma Vargas, a teacher in the Mexican State of Morelos, has, along with her young daughters. They were part of a peaceful campaign to stop a government-sponsored project that would harm the community's environment. The project is a golf course. Article 22 of the UDHR forbids torture and ill treatment. In April 1996, Leticia Moctezuma Vargas and her daughters joined a rally that police violently broke up. Leticia said that police seized old women by the hair and beat her and her children. Leticia saw three policemen drag Marcos Olmedo Gutierrez, an elderly member of the community, wounded but alive, into a police vehicle. He was later found dead. He had been killed by a bullet to the back of the head. Article 3 of the UDHR says we all have the right to live in safety. On July 1, 1996, Leticia received two threatening telephone calls. A man said, "Stop interfering in politics," and "You should take it easy with your politics, or we will kill you." The next day, she received another threatening call at her workplace. Those things happened because they took an interest in their community and opposed a golf course. Leticia Moctezuma Vargas fears for her life because of her environmental campaigning. She has been denied rights that the world has said should never be violated. We are teachers. We work and live in a community that we feel part of. We voice our opinions. Leticia is just an ordinary person propelled to an extraordinary position, because there was a need. It could be any of our pictures on an Amnesty International bulletin. Amnesty International has been fighting human rights abuses since 1961. Its work is based on the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. It began in angry reaction to the imprisonment of two Portuguese students who had raised their glasses in a toast to freedom. British lawyer Peter Benenson and several other activists launched a one-year public "Appeal for Amnesty" campaign, in a newspaper article printed internationally on May 28, 1961. Within a month, more than a thousand people offered their help. Amnesty International was born because people cared enough. Amnesty International was founded to protect the rights listed in the UDHR--to ensure that governments are held accountable and that someone speaks for individuals whose rights are violated. Amnesty works to: free all prisoners of conscience--people imprisoned for their beliefs, origins, or status, who have not used or advocated violence. ensure fair and prompt trials for all political prisoners. abolish the death penalty, torture, and other cruel treatment of all prisoners. end political killings and disappearances. To become involved, or to obtain information, or to make a donation, please call 1-800-AMNESTY. Sharon MacGougan teaches music in Richmond School District and is a member of the national executive committee of Amnesty International. Sharon MacGougan of Amnesty International is collecting signatures to promote awarness of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) as its 50th anniversary approaches on December 10, 1998. Bono of the rock group U2 signs the declaration in Vancouver, followed by President Kit Krieger on behalf of the BCTF. Ending the last great hate by Pat Clarke In the spring of 1997, the BCTF, through a motion passed at its Annual General Meeting, began work on one of the most difficult and controversial social issues it has ever addressed. As a collective of teachers represented by the annual meeting, we resolved to work on eliminating homophobia and heterosexism from B.C. public schools. It was evident in the considerable support for the resolution at the AGM that teachers had seen enough of homophobic behaviour and attitudes in schools to be convinced that there was hatred, violence, and discrimination toward sexual minorities in schools that we simply could not ignore. If the experience of teachers in schools were not enough to indicate a problem, the tidal wave of intolerance, bigotry, and threats of violence that plugged the Federation's phone lines and fax machines before and after the AGM, verified our concern that homophobia is indeed a social reality. Since September, the Ad Hoc Committee on Homophobia and Heterosexism has been developing a report and recommendations for the 1998 AGM. The report, approved by the Executive Committee in December, will be recommended to the 1998 AGM. It outlines a strategy for the Federation to address the issues of homophobia and heterosexism. The report and recommendations represent a commitment to establish the BCTF as a community leader in ending what has been described as the last great hate. The report sets out our task in stark and challenging terms. "Sexual-minority youth and youth from sexual-minority families are struggling to survive in B.C. schools, which become hostile environments for them when homophobia and heterosexism go unchallenged-- Harassment and violence in schools often affect these students and educators, yet there are no specific programs to protect them or to improve their learning and teaching environment. "Sexual-minority youth attempt and complete suicide at a higher-than-average rate. The same holds true regarding school drop-out, street life, homelessness, depression, substance abuse, violence from others, and self-inflicted injury. Sexual-minority youth are not sick; they are isolated and victimized by homophobia and heterosexism." The report recognizes that the BCTF has never shied from controversial issues where we have seen children's welfare affected by social forces. We have always had a particular concern for inequity and discrimination, and homophobia is all about discrimination. The Federation has a clearly stated goal "regarding our commitment to eliminate from the school system discrimination on the basis of sex, race, religion, age, handicaps, economic status, marital status, sexual orientation..." On the issue of homophobia, the committee points out that "as a society, we are in the relatively early stages of coming to a social consensus on the issue, and certain political interests are opposed to any advocacy for and support of sexual-minority rights." The Federation will be a focus of misleading commentary and political organization of those interest groups. Part of our strategy must counter this. Ultimately the really effective action that will end homophobia will be in the hands of teachers. We are the practitioners who, in the words of the report, "will create a more supportive school environment for sexual-minority students and the children of sexual-minority parents. Providing positive, accurate information can break down myths and stereotypes, promote understanding within diverse groups, and support each student's personal growth. "Educators teach by leading, modelling, and encouraging access to information. They work to reduce oppression and discrimination in their many forms, including violence, harassment, racism, and age/gender stereotyping. To omit education about homophobia and heterosexism is neglectful and harmful--An information vacuum isolates sexual-minority students. The climate of fear and hate they live in is caused by unchallenged homophobic comments and stereotypes..." The Ad Hoc Committee on Homophobia and Heterosexism has recommended, on the basis of these considerations, that the BCTF undertake a specific initiative with designated funding to eliminate homophobia and heterosexism in the B.C. public school system and to make schools safe and inclusive for sexual minority (gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgendered) staff, students, and families. This initiative will include raising awareness of the negative impact of homophobia and heterosexism, raising awareness of the lives and contributions of gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgendered people, facilitating a network of resource persons, developing a workshop program, developing resources, supporting local initiatives, and involving sexual minority persons in the development and delivery of those initiatives. The committee also recommends an action plan that will include lobbying the minister of education to include issues of sexual orientation in IRPs, encouraging school districts to develop zero-tolerance harassment policies that refer to real or perceived sexual orientation, seeking co-operation of other education partner groups to support initiatives to eliminate homophobia and heterosexism. The report on homophobia and heterosexism is being recommended to the AGM by a unanimous vote of the Executive Committee. It is the sincere hope of the Ad Hoc Committee on Homophobia and Heterosexism that the recommendation of the Executive Committee will encourage the annual meeting to once again demonstrate the long and distinguished involvement of the BCTF in social-justice issues and our dedication to working for safe and inclusive schools for all students. Pat Clarke is an assistant director in the BCTF's Professional Development Division. The complete report and recommendations of the Ad Hoc Committee on Homophobia and Heterosexism will be printed in Reports and Resolutions for the 1998 AGM, which will be in schools in early February. CHILD LABOUR Invisible girls, invisible work Child-labour data is not gender neutral. There has been a troublesome tendency to combine the work of boys and girls under the generic label of children, and the absence of girls? work in such literature is a stunning reflection of its invisibility in the world at large. Hidden, uncounted, unpaid, and unseen. That's how the International Labour Organization (ILO) describes the nature of girls' work.* The burdensome work of girls is rarely counted in the national census or GNP of a country. Education International (EI) believes that girls' work is significantly different from that of boys and that the differences need to be considered, since ignoring them means ignoring girls, ignoring their education, and reinforcing their invisibility. Domestic labour is increasingly conspicuous as an embodiment of forced labour. Worldwide, millions of children, 90% of them girls and some as young as 7, work unendurably long hours in servitude and obscurity, totally dependent on their employers, behind the closed doors of private homes. Even under conditions that are neither slavery nor even overtly so extreme, the situation of a pre-adolescent girl working full-time as a domestic servant, isolated, without access to school, leisure, or socialization with other children, is intolerable. If children generally are understood to be malleable, easily exploitable, and unaware of their rights, girls are even more so. In some societies, they are considered more disposable and therefore more vulnerable to exploitation. That girls are socialized to subservience and obedience leaves them open to multiple abuses. Domestic work instills and perpetuates a weak self-image and a role of servility. This powerful psychological conditioning, even brainwashing, to subservience can seriously hamper the full development of a girl and sentences her, her daughters, and her daughters-in-law, to lifelong service or servitude as their only option. Most work that girls do is under- or unpaid Within their own families, most girls are expected to contribute to the maintenance of the household, assisting or replacing their mothers in a variety of tasks. Up to 75% of family-based farming is by women and girls. When there are no machines, every inch of land is cultivated by the hands of girls and women. In other cases, girls are sold or contracted as bonded labour and trafficked as prostitutes or domestic servants, where they repay their families' debt by performing abusive and intolerable work they are not free to leave. Poverty and the low status of girls and women is a vicious cycle. The arduous labour endured by girls, its invisibility and primary setting in the domestic sphere, mirrors and anticipates the low social and economic status of women. Little valued as human beings with rights, they are often treated as objects, bodies to be used--whether for child-bearing, sex, or domestic labour. There is still a systemic preference within families and societies for sons over daughters, and the educational opportunities are limited accordingly. Since 1990, there has been a deluge of global attention to increasing the school enrolment and retention of girls. However, girls still comprise two-thirds of the more than 100 million children who do not attend school; their dropout rate is higher than that of boys and may be increasing. The vast majority of girls who attend school are also working. EI believes that making girls' work visible will require the inclusion of additional, indicators unique to girls. This means a global effort to bring visibility and awareness to the most intolerable labour of girls. EI has already released publications on this subject and will continue to do so. *Invisible Girl--invisible Work, background paper prepared for the Round-Table on Invisible Child Labour during the ILO Conference, June 9, 1997. Source: Educational International, Vol. 5, No. 5, September 1997. What's your fetish?.com by Karen Aitken "Fetish is about exploration, having fun, and living beyond the rules. We hereby declare that it's okay to experiment." This was the shocking introduction my Grade 9 challenge class discovered at www.whatsyourfetish.com. Their reason for visiting the Web site was out of a sense of being "disgusted and offended" at a new product's advertising tactics. The group's concerns at "fetish's" advertising to manipulate teenagers was then further enhanced by the suggestions in the above statements produced by fetish employees. The concern began when I brought in one particular fetish ad I felt was using inappropriate promoting techniques: fetish #16: "Apply generously to your neck so he can smell the scent as you shake your head no." All 28 teenagers decided to write letters to the company, as well as any young girl's magazines that had promoted the fetish products: American Cheerleader, Seventeen, and Teen. They took the initiative to bring in other ads that "use sex to sell products" and sent "discriminating messages." Some excerpts from a few students' letters: [This ad] is really distasteful and is simply promoting rape. It teaches boys NOT to stop when a girl says no. When a woman (or girl) says no, she means it, and this must be respected. By saying no, a woman is asserting her right not to have sex; it should not be taken as a personal rejection or teasing, and this right should not be abused just for your profit. My Challenge 9 class then decided to set up a hallway bulletin board, "When Ads Attack--Fight Back" to display words, images, ads, and comments about ads they felt contained inappropriate messages. Several comments from other students and staff at Frank Hurt Junior Secondary School supported the Grade 9s' initiative. This positive feedback led to the decision to contact Adbusters with some sample letters and advertisements to which each letter referred. Now more ad aware, this small group of students has decided to discuss a further campaign (with my full support) against "fetish? when responses to letters have been received. Their view is that "Even though [we] are 14 years old, do not underestimate [us] or the lengths [we] will go to, to see that you, fetish, are held responsible." Karen Aitken teaches at Frank Hurt Secondary School, Surrey. International Women's Day March 8 Video production competition The B.C. Teachers' Federation and the Canadian Association for Media Education (CAME) invite secondary students to submit 30-second to 10-minute videos addressing the theme: Is corporate advertising and sponsorship in schools philanthropy or manipulation? Submissions will be accepted in two categories: Grades 8-10 and Grades 11 and 12. Deadline for submission: May 1, 1998 Prizes: two prizes of $300 each for best overall video. four prizes of $175 in each of the following categories: cinematography, script, and editing. Look for entry forms or more information at the CAME Web site: http://interact.uoregon.edu/MediaLit/FA/MLCamebc or fax request to CAME (604) 734-9251. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/blogs/research.aspx?blogmonth=7&blogyear=2010&blogid=7524,BCTF Blogs > Research  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources Home > Social Media > Research Blog Search this blog: BCTF Information Services—Research & Reports Provides summaries and links to new reports and studies in the fields of education, labour, and social sciences. The Effectiveness of "Common Core" Standards as a Reform Tool Permanent link A new research brief on the subject of national standards has been published by the Education Policy Research Unit and the Education and the Public Interest Center: The "Common Core" Standards Initiative: An Effective Reform Tool? William J. Mathis EPIC/EPRU, July 2010 (29 pages) Contrary to what supporters of common standards argue, Mathis has found that the available data do not support contentions that common standards will increase global competitiveness, increase equity, or streamline the reform process.  Furthermore, he states that "research support for standards-driven, test-based accountability systems is similarly weak," and countries with common, centralized standards "generally tend to perform no better (or worse) on international tests than those without." Posted by BCTF Info. Services at 22/07/2010 4:55 PM Comments (0) Common Core State Standards - Updates Permanent link The Thomas B. Fordham Institute has published an analysis of the Common Core State Standards, comparing them to the existing standards in each state.  In most cases, the new national standards were found to be "clearer and more rigorous" than the existing standards in English language arts and mathematics.  In a few cases, though, the reverse was found to be true - in California, Washington, D.C., and Indiana, the current ELA standards are considered by the analysis to be "clearly superior" to the Common Core. The full report can be found here; the executive summary is here; and a related AP news article is here. The New York Times has posted an online debate on the efficacy of national education standards, with Alfie Kohn and others weighing in on the issue. A related article was also printed in the Times today: "Many States Adopt National Standards for Their Schools." Also printed today - an article in Salon, by Mary Elizabeth Williams, that takes a very critical stance against the national standards: "How nationalized education standards ruin schools." Williams links to a story about Joyce Irvine, a former elementary school principal in Vermont who was removed from her position because the school district hoped that doing so would qualify them for federal stimulus money - this in spite of the fact that the school's low standardized test scores can almost undoubtedly be attributed to its high proportion of refugee and ESL students as well as its 97% poverty rate, and in spite of the almost universal praise that Irvine has garnered for her work to improve the school.  Though grim and discouraging, this insight into some of the ramifications of the Obama accountability agenda is certainly worth a read. Last Edited by BCTF Info. Services at 21/07/2010 4:36 PM Comments (0) The Common Core State Standards Initiative gains momentum Permanent link 24 states have adopted the Common Core State Standards, produced by the National Governors Association Center for Best Practices and the Council of Chief State School Officers.  According to the CCSSO, “The English-language arts and mathematics standards for grades K-12 were developed in collaboration with a variety of stakeholders including content experts, states, teachers, school administrators and parents.  The standards establish clear and consistent goals for learning that will prepare America’s children for success in college and work.” Another 24 states are still in the process of deciding whether or not to adopt the standards; Texas and Alaska are the only states that chose not to participate in the project.  An editorial in yesterday’s Los Angeles Times argues for adoption by California, while a recent post by Washington Post blogger Valerie Strauss raises a number of concerns with the entire concept of national standards. Last Edited by BCTF Info. Services at 21/07/2010 1:43 PM Comments (0) Race to the Top: The NEA votes "no confidence" and Congress moves towards continued funding Permanent link Delegates to the National Education Association’s Representative Assembly recently voted “no confidence” in the Race to the Top competition.  The resolution came about after a long debate and passed by a narrow margin.  Two Education Week blog posts report on the no confidence vote, the NEA president’s keynote address at the RA, and the tough position the NEA finds itself in when disagreeing with the education policies of a Democratic administration, rather than a Republican one. Meanwhile, a U.S. House of Representatives appropriations subcommittee voted yesterday to approve an education finance bill that would include an additional $800 million for another year of the Race to the Top competition.  This is less than the $1.35 billion that President Obama requested for the program, but the approval comes even as a bill that would slash $500 million from the current Race to the Top fund in order to help prevent teacher layoffs recently passed the House.  That bill is awaiting a Senate vote.  The new bill still has to be approved by the full Appropriations committee before it can appear before the House. Last Edited by BCTF Info. Services at 16/07/2010 2:30 PM Comments (0) << July 2010 >> Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat         1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 Blogroll On Education: Schools for a Civil Society B.C. Education Report (Tracy Sherlock, Vancouver Sun) The Hook/Education Teacher Solidarity UBC Educational Studies blog Where the Blog has No Name Archive April 2014 March 2014 January 2014 December 2013 November 2013 October 2013 September 2013 August 2013 June 2013 May 2013 April 2013 March 2013 December 2012 September 2012 August 2012 November 2011 September 2011 April 2011 March 2011 February 2011 January 2011 December 2010 November 2010 October 2010 September 2010 August 2010 July 2010 June 2010 May 2010 April 2010 March 2010 January 2010 December 2009 November 2009 October 2009 September 2009 Subjects Education Labour Social Sciences Recent Posts Recent Additions to the Information Services Research Files - April 2014 Recent Additions to the Information Services Research Files - March 2014 Recent Additions to the Information Services Research Files - February 2014 Recent Additions to the Information Services Research Files - January 2014 Recent Additions to the Information Services Research Files - December 2013 If you are experiencing technical difficulties, please contact the webmanager@bctf.ca. About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11010,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2002 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 14, Number 7, May/June 2002  Inequality in the global economy A new report, "The Global Divide," by the Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives, sheds some light on the pressing issue of inequality in the global economy. "When countless politicians and business gurus are telling us that we live in a global village," said author Marc Lee, "then we have to look at how the income pie in that village is sliced, and it is not a pretty picture." The report finds that inequality is both extremely large and has been growing, especially over the past two decades. In 1970, the top 20% of the world’s people in the richest countries earned 32 times the income of the bottom 20%. That grew to 45 times in 1980, to 59 times in 1989, and to 74 times by 1997. This, however, only captures the growth in inequality between countries, and a true picture of global inequality must also consider the growing gap within countries. The report draws on research done for the World Bank that finds that, while the top 10% of the world’s people increased their share of world income to 51% in 1993, the poorest have been losing ground. In 1993, the bottom half of the world’s population received a mere 8.5% of world income, down from 9.6% in 1988. The report finds that IMF and World Bank policies of liberalization, privatization, and deregulation have significantly contributed to the rise in global inequality. For many of the poorest countries, the policies have been forced on them by the IMF and World Bank in order to get access to loans. "The good news is that the plight of the world’s poor is being discussed at the highest levels," says Lee. "The bad news is that the cure emanating from the discussions too often resembles the disease." The full text of "The Global Divide" is on the CCPA web site: www.policyalternatives.ca. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=10470&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 19, Number 4, January/February 2007 UN body offers to help BC government The International Labour Organization, an agency of the United Nations, has issued another rebuke to the BC Liberal government for ignoring international standards to which Canada is a signatory and has offered to help the government bring its laws in line with international standards. In referring to the imposition of a contract through Bill 12, the ILO stated "...the Committee is particularly concerned at this latest unilateral intervention on the part of Government despite previous recommendations of the Committee to avoid doing so." It goes on to quote a previous ruling against the BC Liberal government, "The Committee also points out that repeated recourse to legislative restrictions on collective bargaining can only, in the long term, prejudice and destabilize the labour relations climate if the legislator frequently intervenes to suspend or terminate the exercise of rights recognized for unions and their members." The ILO calls on the provincial government to amend its laws to conform to the international standards that Canada has agreed to uphold. In light of the government ignoring its previous rulings, it offers the government assistance to bring its laws in line with international standards. One of the panel members reminded the Government of Canada that it is "accountable [for] upholding the freedom of association throughout the whole territory of Canada..." The ILO is jointly run by representatives of government, business, and labour and promotes internationally recognized human and labour rights. This year marks the 40th anniversary of the adoption of the joint ILO/UNESCO Recommendation concerning the Status of Teachers. The joint committee issued a statement for World Teachers’ Day this year restating the importance of the teaching profession and calling on governments and others support a high status for teachers and quality education. "At all levels of education, teachers are the very heart of the efforts made to establish the common foundations for the acquisition of skills, knowledge, lifelong learning, culture, respect for constructive achievements, and regards for codes of conduct that are essential for the economic, social, and cultural progress of society. In so many respects, the future of the world is in the hands of teachers. "Accordingly, on this special day, the Joint Committee urgently appeals to all members of the educational communities throughout the world to enter into frank and honest social dialogue in support of a high status for teachers and the promotion of quality education at all levels of education.")
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=31028,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2013 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 26, Number 2, October 2013   Kuehn on international solidarity By Susan Croll   South Africa, Namibia, Cuba, Honduras, Guatemala, Mexico, Brazil, Argentina, Colombia, and no we are not talking soccer. Larry Kuehn has a passion and that passion is working with teachers and teacher unions to extend support and solidarity, especially in the face of repression, prison, torture, and even death. I began my interview by asking: Larry, what drew you to international solidarity work?   I was BCTF president in the early 1980s and as part of my duties went on a trip in 1985 with CoDevelopment Canada that included teachers from Quebec and Ontario. We visited four Central American countries. I was so taken by the level of commitment of the Central American teachers I met on that trip, especially considering the repression they experienced because they were teacher activists. In 1985, Guatemala was ruled by a military dictatorship and the teacher union, like all other unions, was illegal. The elected union officers maintained an underground network by setting up an insurance company. Because it was an insurance company, every teacher who disappeared had their disappearance investigated. It was a brilliant way to expose the government’s murder of teachers. In Honduras, the government physically took over the teachers’ union headquarters and installed their own officers. The legitimate and elected officers maintained a separate organization and the BCTF helped them to do that. I was struck by all of these Central American teachers—their dedication and commitment to keeping their collective voice alive was so impressive. They inspired me to continue to do this work when I returned home. I also became involved in the anti-apartheid struggle in South Africa. An organization called the International Defense and Aid for South Africa actually got money from the Mulroney government. I helped make sure that the families of activists’ imprisoned received money and resources. All of this was done clandestinely. That was the way it had to work in South Africa under apartheid. How has BCTF involvement with teachers and their organizations made an appreciable difference?  An example is Membathisi Mdladlana from South Africa who is now the High Commissioner (Ambassador) to Canada. He was an organizer of the South African Democratic Teachers’ Union (SADTU) when it was created as a non-racial union. He attributes BCTF support for allowing him to continue as a SADTU organizer when the apartheid regime had cut off his income. Once apartheid was overthrown, he became Labour Minister for 10 years in the African National Congress (ANC) govern­ment led by Nelson Mandela. He came to the BCTF last year to personally thank us for our support and solidarity. In the case of Honduras, union folks there identify that it was BCTF support that maintained their organizations when the government removed the elected union leaders and imposed government puppets. They have told us they would not exist today if we had not provided financial support. We also funded Central American teachers to develop their own workshops on non-sexist pedagogy - workshops that break down divisions between genders. The Costa Rican and Salvadoran governments have even accepted this work and El Salvador now has a diploma program on this subject built on the work the BCTF supported. What other international solidarity projects is the BCTF involved with?  We’re working with Cuban and Peruvian teachers to offer communicative approaches to teaching second languages and to develop good assessment practices. We’ve also completed projects with teachers in Namibia in developing union training. Can you speak of the importance of this work in the BCTF?  Two responses. One, we are rich in comparison to almost anywhere in the world. We have a social responsibility to share what we have with other teachers. Secondly, globalization is taking place. There are common issues we all face. We need to keep engaged with each other on these matters. Plus, going to another country and working with other teachers, helps us to understand our own situation better. I like to quote Marshall McLuhan who said, “I don’t know who discovered water, but I am sure it wasn’t a fish.” You need to step back and have a point of comparison to better understand your own situation. What do you see as the most important trend facing teachers worldwide?   Technology. It is not just about having students work with laptops or iPads or computers. Technology has the potential to restructure on a massive level the work teachers do. We need to influence how technology is used in education. What else do you love about international solidarity work?  Relationship building—that is long term. Also policy-making. We are part of the IDEA Network, a coalition involving Mexico and other countries in Latin America. We’ve discussed trade agreements for the last 15 years and now the Brazilian and Argentinean governments have both agreed with the unions that they will not enter into trade agreements that include education. The teacher activists we work with from those countries mobilized on these issues and lobbied their governments. They won. That is the beauty of solidarity and working together. ______________ Susan Croll is editor of Teacher newsmagazine.    Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=10478,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 19, Number 4, January/February 2007 International support needed for Oaxaca teachers and indigenous communities by Jinny Sims Our teacher colleagues and the large indigenous communities in Oaxaca, Mexico need our solidarity support. I travelled to Mexico City and Oaxaca in mid-December as part of an international delegation to provide some of that support. I was representing both the BC Teachers’ Federation and the Canadian Teachers’ Federation. Other representatives were from Quebec and Central American teacher unions. The situation in Oaxaca is intolerable, with many violations of human rights. More than 200 people have "disappeared," including more than 100 teachers. Police have grabbed them when out shopping and even gone into classrooms and arrested teachers in front of primary children. Many have been shipped out of the state to prisons in other parts of Mexico. Several people have died in attacks from police and para-militaries. Teachers, their families and other community activists are very fearful of retribution from the governor of Oaxaca in response to them challenging the fraudulent election that brought him to office. How did things come to this? In May, teachers in Section 22 of SNTE (the national teachers’ union) went on strike for resources for their schools and students and an increase in the very low salaries paid to teachers in Oaxaca. After a month, on June 14 the governor of the state ordered police to remove teachers and their families carrying out a peaceful occupation of the public square in the centre of the city. People were beaten and some were killed. This action by the governor turned a teacher strike into a popular social movement to bring democracy to the state of Oaxaca. Hundreds of thousands from the community turned out in a protest march just days after the police action against the teachers. For six months protestors occupied plazas in the centre of the city as a part of their protest. For a few weeks before the end of the last school year, classroom teachers returned to their schools to ensure that students would not lose a year. However, some non-enrolling staff continued the protest at the centre of the city along with activists from APPO (Oaxaca Peoples Popular Assembly), the community organization. Throughout the six months, Section 22 and APPO had a radio station that broadcast 24 hours a day to provide information to the community and to warn of attacks from violent paramilitaries. A score of people were killed—there are disagreements about the numbers—mostly by shots into the crowds. One American journalist was shot while filming people being harassed by police in plain clothes. Central to the actions by the governor of Oaxaca is an attempt to silence the voices of dissent from the teachers and the community, a common story in many places, although seldom as violently as in Oaxaca. The purpose of our delegation being in Mexico was to shine a light on what is happening and to urge the Mexican government to live up to the ideals in law that are being ignored and violated in practice. We also wanted teachers in Oaxaca to know they have support from colleagues beyond the borders of Mexico. Mexican teachers from the Tri-national Coalition in Defense of Public Education had arranged a press conference for us in Mexico City. This got coverage in the Mexican media with stories about why we were there. Our delegation also met with an official in the Ministry of the Interior. This is the agency that is charged with ensuring that human rights are protected in the country. We asked the government to direct the release of the more than 200 people held in prisons and to provide protection to the people being attacked in Oaxaca. The federal government’s police had moved into Oaxaca in November, but they had been just as bad as the state police in attacking the protests. The ministry official listened to our concerns. He called the authorities in Oaxaca to ensure we would not be harassed and provided us with documents. In Oaxaca we were able to meet with teachers, union officials, and participants in APPO to hear their fears and express our solidarity. We were told that the teachers had negotiated a truce and that schools had reopened several weeks earlier. However, the government was not living up to the promises it had made. Teachers were still being arrested. To replace any teachers taken away, the government was appointing non-qualified supporters to take over classrooms. Teachers told us of the fear throughout the state, with police coming into classrooms with no warning or warrants and grabbing teachers, leaving frightened students behind. The repression directed by the governor has been allowed to continue, despite motions being adopted by both the national Congress and Senate weeks ago saying that he should resign from office. International delegations are important because they can put more pressure on the government, particularly at the national level. An implicit message from outside the country is that Mexican tourism may be threatened if human rights abuses and repression are allowed to continue. These delegations also highlight the links in neo-liberal policies on a global level with the common elements of underfunding public education, promoting private education and trying to silence teachers who challenge these policies. If there is no resolution and an end to the repression, we told the Mexican officials that we would be taking resolutions to the Education International Congress in July calling for action in support of Oaxaca. More delegations from Europe and elsewhere in the Americas are expected over the next several weeks. The BCTF is hosting a strategy session of the Tri-national Coalition in Defense of Public Education the last weekend of January. The intention is to plan activities over the next several months to put pressure on the Mexican government and support our colleagues in Oaxaca. The BCTF has provided financial support to Section 22, the teachers. It gave $10,000 in June and smaller grants to support a protest march of 340 miles from Oaxaca to Mexico City by teachers and to assist in the legal defense of those arrested. The Tri-national Coalition organized a demonstration at the Canadian embassy in Mexico City—where staff rushed to lock the doors, surprised by a demonstration directed at Canada, rather than at the US embassy. The situation in Oaxaca continues to be urgent and requires broad international support for teachers and the primarily indigenous communities in the state. We know the power of the collective and international solidarity. As we continue to face the neo-liberal agenda with attacks on public education, health care and the social safety net, we must continue to work with teachers and others around the world to advocate for public education and a just society. Jinny Sims is president of BCTF and vice-president of Canadian Teachers’ Federaton. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141007,www.huffingtonpost.ca,http://www.huffingtonpost.ca/2014/09/02/bc-teachers-strike_n_5754352.html?utm_hp_ref=canada-british-columbia,First Day Of School In B.C. Looks Different This Year View mobile site October 7, 2014 Huffpost Canada British Columbia ca Edition: ca Show/Hide Brasil BR Canada CA Deutschland DE España ES France FR Italia IT 日本 (Japan) JP 한국 (Korea) KR Maghreb MG United Kingdom UK United States US Region: BC Show/Hide All Canada Alberta British Columbia Québec (en français) Follow Newsletters Get Canada British ColumbiaNewsletters Email address Enter Email Address Huffington Post Search Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search iOS app Android app More Log in Create Account Notifications 0 $USERNAME Profile Settings Logout FRONT PAGE Politics Ford Still Doesn't Understand Racism 51 Unvetted Judge Joins Supreme Court 43 Kenney Posts Photos Of Iraqi Children To Make Case For ISIL Airstrikes 91 Clinton: Canadian Help In ISIL Fight 'Indispensable' 44 Canadians Left In A Fog Of War 42 Go to Politics More in Politics The Pulse Stephen Harper You Might Also Like US Politics UK Politics Business Porn Company Has A Raunchy Deal For Air Canada Pilots 3 Sun News Just Lost Its Main Source Of Content; What Now? 49 Canadian Cities Surprisingly Unpopular Destinations For Workers 0 This Is How You Rack Up U.S. Roaming Charges While In Canada 14 Look What China Might Actually Build 47 Go to Business More in Business Small Business Money You Might Also Like Tech TechCrunch Autoblog WorldPost Spanish Nurse First To Contract Ebola Outside West Africa 518 It's Been 3 Weeks Since Anyone's Seen Kim And Rumors Are Swirling 91 3 New Findings On ISIS Weapons That You Should Know About 0 Kurds Face Massacre In Syrian Border Town As Turkey Just Watches 334 American Held Hostage By ISIS: 'I Am Obviously Pretty Scared To Die' 70 Go to WorldPost More in WorldPost Foreign Affairs World Elections Arab Uprising Afghanistan War Syria Crisis You Might Also Like Travel Impact Living 100 Pumpkin Carvings That Will Inspire You 0 Fried Maple Leaves Are A Delicacy In Japan, And We're Jealous 6 WATCH: HuffPost Readers School Us On Toronto's Real Must-Eats 2 Toronto Dubbed Fourth Most Livable City In The World 0 33 Signs You Live In Liberty Village 1 Go to Living You Might Also Like Healthy Living Food Recipes Divorce Women Parentdish Green Post50 Weddings Style Best Halloween Costumes For Men And Women 0 Most Offensive Products In Retail 3 Canadian Model Coco Rocha Is Pregnant! 4 LOOK: Matthew McConaughey Wears 'Dazed And Confused' T-Shirt 1 Go to Style More in Style Beauty Fashion Celeb Style Entertaining and Etiquette Stylelist Canada Wedding Style Home Style You Might Also Like Style (U.S.) Weddings Stylelist Canada Entertainment Kris Jenner Opens Up About The Late Robert Kardashian 6 Blake Lively Is Pregnant! 30 Mariah Carey Proves She's Not Lip-Synching 42 Is This Where George Clooney And Amal Alamuddin Honeymooned? 7 Pregnant Kelly Rowland Poses Topless In Black And White Photo Shoot 2 Go to Entertainment You Might Also Like Music Celebrity TV Moviefone Arts The Glamorous History Of Pin-Up Like You've Never Seen It Before 3 1 Here Are A Bunch Of F*cking Delightful Artsy Cat Photos. You're Welcome. 3 This Is What It Really Looks Like To Be A Modern Day Nun 8 New Animation-Inspired Art Show Will Make You Yearn For Saturday Morning Cartoons 0 Go to Arts You Might Also Like Books Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Religion Alberta 20 Puppies Found Abandoned In Field 6 Anti-Abortion Postcard Targets Tory MP.. Again 26 Mystery 'GPO Girl' Turns Up In Calgary 3 Major Saskatchewan Train Derailment 2 Dozens Of Dead Cats Found, Another 62 Euthanized 0 Go to Alberta More in Alberta Alberta Politics Alberta Business Alison Redford Calgary Edmonton British Columbia B.C. Teen Killed By Train Was Wearing Headphones, Texting: RCMP 13 Anthem Singer's Fall Is Lesson In Showmanship 3 Pastafarian Loses B.C. Driver's Licence Over Holy Colander 0 Elderly Asian Women Attacked In Vancouver 0 Lawyers Of Convicted Surrey Six Gangsters Want Mistrial 3 Go to British Columbia More in British Columbia B.C. Politics B.C. Business Christy Clark Vancouver All Sections News Canada Politics Canada Business US Politics US Business World Media Sports Education Crime Weird News Good News Daily Finance Entertainment Entertainment Music TV Celebrity Comedy Arts Books Moviefone Life & Style Living Style Home Healthy Living Taste Weddings Travel Parents Divorce HuffPost 50 Marlo Thomas OWN Tech & Science Tech Science Green Techcrunch Engadget TUAW Joystiq Voices Impact Women Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Religion College Teen Local Quebec (French) Calgary Montreal Ottawa Toronto Vancouver Winnipeg Mapquest Patch.com Our Mobile Apps: iPhone iPad HuffPost Live iPad Android Phone Android Tablet British Columbia B.C. Politics B.C. Business Christy Clark Vancouver Anthem Singer's Fall Is Lesson In Showmanship 2014-10-05 23:32:54 Pastafarian Loses B.C. Driver's Licence Over Holy Colander 2014-10-06 20:10:58 45 Signs You're A Vancouver Canucks Fan 2014-10-04 00:27:49 B.C. Teen Killed By Train Was Wearing Headphones, Texting: RCMP 2014-10-07 02:49:46 Elderly Asian Women Attacked In Vancouver 2014-10-06 17:25:49 When It Comes to Jumbo Glacier Resort, All Questions Lead Back To Powerful Minister 2014-10-06 15:46:02 Aldergrove School Playground Condemned 2014-10-06 17:50:31 This Derelict Van 'Home' Costs $550/Month To Rent In B.C. 2014-10-03 16:05:46 LOOK: Stunning Scenes By B.C.'s October Photographer 2014-10-03 14:22:55 Vancouver Mom Who Killed Her 2 Babies Sentenced 2014-10-07 13:46:41 LOOK: Old Vancouver Bank's New Life 2014-10-03 17:52:32 Premier Denies Downplaying B.C. LNG Expectations 2014-10-06 20:57:52 Recognize This Photo? Here's The Story Behind It 2014-10-03 16:58:41 Lawyers Of Convicted Surrey Six Gangsters Want Mistrial 2014-10-06 18:59:52 Petronas Threatens To Delay B.C. LNG Project By A Decade 2014-10-06 14:02:15 Previous Story Next Story First Day Of School In B.C. Looks Different This Year The Huffington Post B.C. Posted: 09/02/2014 3:01 pm EDT Updated: 09/03/2014 1:59 am EDT Share Tweet Email Comment tumblr reddit The first day of school looks very different for about half a million public students in B.C. this year. Teachers remain on strike as a contract dispute with the provincial government drags on. Parents have been scrambling to find alternative child care and activities for their kids, so we asked readers to send us photos of what their "first day of school" looked like: #HuffingtonPost #huffpostbc pic.twitter.com/30ajKSEwnq — Mel Harris (@ms_harris78) September 2, 2014 #huffpostbc first day of school. He's happy watching bugs bunny. pic.twitter.com/B43pLS14XM — Chantellemorvayadams (@cmorvayadams) September 2, 2014 Meanwhile, some striking teachers are protesting outside MLA offices: #huffpostbc Sam Sullivan's office still closed locked and lights out at 10:09 am. #wherearethey pic.twitter.com/bpMG3SYQ1U — Jillian maguire (@maguire_jillian) September 2, 2014 And parents brought their kids to protests instead of classes: #huffpostbc #1stdayBC #bced Can't believe it's come to this. Shame on you @christyclarkbc pic.twitter.com/jtLIaKeMon — Erin Pugh (@erinlpugh) September 2, 2014 Other parents organized "playdates" at MLA offices: #MLAPlaydate at Richard T Lee's office. Letter writing & art. #bced #bcpoli pic.twitter.com/nW5IadCEUk — Paul Dayson (@PDayson) September 2, 2014 What did your first day of school in B.C. look like? Email us your photo, or tag #HuffPostBC on Twitter and Instagram. Close  'First Day Of School' For B.C. Public Students, 2014 of   "First day of kindergarten" in Victoria, B.C. on Sept. 2, 2014. Half a million public school students are in limbo as teachers continue their strike in a contract dispute with the provincial government. "First day" of Grade 4 and 2 in Vancouver #homeschool #bced #teacherstrike "I have 5 year old twins who should have started K this year, they didn’t. Their childcare provider had a new job as of Sept 2 so I was left filling a gap with a high school student who is also left in the cold with the teachers strike." "First day of classes" on Salt Spring Island "We are three hours in and I can tell you now, we won't make it indefinitely. We didn't sign up for homeschooling. We will not be able to offer our kids education without the help of someone trained to do it," blogs Julie Nowell. "My kid’s non-first day of school (Grades 1 and 3) was spent protesting down in Victoria at the Christy’s Classroom rally." "first day of school. He's happy watching bugs bunny." Doing math at home in Cloverdale. "Didn't even want to get dressed." "This is how we spent what should have been the first day of school." A crowd rallies at the B.C. legislature in Victoria. "First day of school" in North Vancouver "Not how we were hoping to spend the day." Grade 2 in Duncan "Mom, when am I going back to school?" This was my kids' first day of school today. We made signs and took them to the rally at (Education Minister Peter) Fassbender's office. Not how we wanted to start off the school year! Kids draw chalk outlines as they join with their parents, teachers and politicians at a rally on the B.C. Legislature lawn in Victoria, B.C., September 2, 2014 during what should be the first day of classes across the province. Cleo Petric-Neighbour, left, and her friend Milan Gill, both six years old and entering Grade 1 at Lord Roberts Elementary School hold signs while attending a rally at the Vancouver Art Gallery on Tuesday, Sept. 2, 2014. Emma Jackson, 14, entering Grade 10 at Windermere Secondary School, holds a sign with purposely misspelled words. Some striking teachers protested outside MLA offices. Send us your "first day of school" photos in B.C. Or tag them #HuffPostBC on Twitter or Instagram  Share  Tweet  ✖ Advertisement Share this ✖ close Current Slide Like Us On Facebook Follow Us On Twitter Also on HuffPost: More: Bc School Strike Bc School Strike 2014 Mlaplaydate BC Teachers Strike BC Teachers Teacher Strike Bc BC Politics Video Bc Teacher Strike Teachers Strike BC Bc Education B.C. Teachers Strike 2014 Bc Teacher Strike 2014 Bc Strike Teachers Strike Bc 2014 Bctf Suggest a correction Around the Web BC Teachers Strike 2014: Mediator Walks Away From Talks, Classes Unlikely B.C. Teachers Strike News: Daycare Payment Details Revealed No classes, bitter words as BC teachers' strike persists BC students fear for university applications as strike cancels classes   Click here to view Conversations Conversations Most Popular B.C. Teen Killed By Train Was Wearing Headphones, Texting: RCMP Facebook Anthem Singer's Fall Is Lesson In Showmanship YouTube Pastafarian Loses B.C. Driver's Licence Over Holy Colander YouTube LOOK: Stunning Scenes By B.C.'s October Photographer David Chang Photography Elderly Asian Women Attacked In Vancouver Nastco via Getty Images Lawyers Of Convicted Surrey Six Gangsters Want Mistrial Darryl Dyck/CP LOOK: Old Vancouver Bank's New Life Jason Statler When It Comes to Jumbo Glacier Resort, All Questions Lead Back To Powerful Minister Caillum Smith | Flickr This Derelict Van 'Home' Costs $550/Month To Rent In B.C. Bill Everitt Petronas Threatens To Delay B.C. LNG Project By A Decade MyLoupe/UIG via Getty Images Aldergrove School Playground Condemned North Otter Elementary Facebook 45 Signs You're A Vancouver Canucks Fan Getty Images Intruder Dies After Being Caught By Homeowner, Neighbour Shutterstock / sculpies Recognize This Photo? Here's The Story Behind It Claude P. Dettloff/CP/National Archives of Canada Vancouver Mom Who Killed Her 2 Babies Sentenced CityTV YouTube Stanley Park Pedestrian Dies After Crash With Cyclist Getty Premier Denies Downplaying B.C. LNG Expectations Jonathan Hayward/CP Vancouver Mayor Focuses On Pipelines For Re-Election Campaign Vision Vancouver Facebook Vancouver Is The Reason Alyssa Milano Quit TV Show Paul Archuleta via Getty Images City Of Vancouver Taking Arbutus Corridor Fight To Court Darryl Dyck/The Canadian Press FOLLOW HUFFPOST Email Email Address Options HuffPost Daily Brief British Columbia Get top stories and blog posts emailed to me each day.. Facebook HuffPost British Columbia Twitter HuffPost Follow British Columbia Follow Google Plus HuffPost British Columbia RSS The Huffington Post British Columbia All RSS / Feeds Phone Available on the App Store Android App on Google Play Get it at Blackberry App World Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search advertise log in make HuffPost your home page RSS careers FAQ user agreement privacy policy comment policy about us about our ads contact us Copyright ©2014 TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. "The Huffington Post" is a registered trademark of TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. All rights reserved. Part of HPMG News Use this form to alert a HuffPost editor about a factual or typographical error in this story. Notify message * Required * * * What kind of error is this? Choose an option Factual or typographical Comment moderation problem Rights and permissions Other * What is the correction? 0 count Describe the error here (1,000 character limit) * Type the words below so we know you are not a cyborg Sign me up for The Huffington Post's Daily Brief Thank you!)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=15668,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2008 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 20, Number 6, April 2008  Reported elsewhere Testing for tots While stadardized testing is a major issue in BC and elsewhere in Canada, it has not reached the absurd levels evident south of the border. The US federal government spent $100 million over four years testing four-year-olds. Thankfully, as reported in Mother Jones, the program has been axed--but the story shows how ideology can trump common sense. Full story: www.tinyurl.com/35mmcj P3 school costs soar In Alberta, the Stelmach government’s estimated cost to build 18 new schools in Calgary and Edmonton under a public-private partnership has skyrocketed 156% to an estimated $512 million, according to Treasury Board documents unearthed by the Liberals. Full story: www.tinyurl.com/3btupt  Beyond bullying Lisa Moy, writing in TheTyee.ca, says: "I’m going to stop using the word "bullying."... I’m nervous that a singular focus on bullying in schools as a means of addressing violence is ineffective and, ultimately, unfair to young people. Think about it for a second. How many times, and in how many ways, is the word bullying drawn upon to explain the myriad of relationship dynamics, conflicts, complexities, and tragedies that happen to, and between, students?" Full story: www.tinyurl.com/ytffzp Generation MySpace is getting fed up Annoyed with the ad deluge on social networks, many users are spending less time on the sites according to Spencer E. Ante and Catherine Holahan in BusinessWeek. Full story: www.tinyurl.com/3xyq49 What makes Finnish kids so smart? According to this recent Wall Street Journal article by Ellen Gamerman, Finnish kids are some of the smartest in the world. "High-school students here rarely get more than a half-hour of homework a night. They have no school uniforms, no honour societies, no valedictorians, no tardy bells, and no classes for the gifted. There is little standardized testing, few parents agonize over college and kids don’t start school until age 7." Full story: www.tinyurl.com/346urp The new online omnivores Laptops in class: Shutting out or opening up? We teachers must adapt to our wireless students says BC teacher Crawford Kilian: "We are now dealing with students who have no memory of a pre-web world. They live in the web." Full story: www.tinyurl.com/36s8ce Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=21544,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > September 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 23, Number 1, September 2010   International presence in Honduras  Susan Lambert, BCTF president, was on a witnessing and accompaniment tour to provide an international presence on the occasion of the observance of the anniversary of the coup. From the moment of landing, to the 10-minute trip to the capital’s core, a visitor is aware that in Honduras, government is either unable and/or unwilling to govern. The landing strip is too short, the airport is in town and surrounded by shanties and suburbs, the terrain hilly. Planes have to dance and bob and tumble to the ground barely missing rooftops and hillsides and then brake hard to land. The murderous potholes and broken traffic lights of the capital, Tegucigalpa, are the outward signs of a government in disarray. There is little political will in Honduras to reliably provide even the most basic of civil services. Military dictatorships of the past were succeeded by governments that didn’t believe in governing. Instead, the civil service shrank by 50% since 1981, privatization was fostered, and many businesses and most industries are now owned and controlled by foreign multinationals. The military has open control of telecommunications and people have no faith in the police or judicial systems. In May, a Chief Justice of the Honduran Supreme court was removed from the bench for the crime of publicly defining President Mel Zelaya’s forced removal from office by the military as a coup d’etat. Even the Red Cross is implicated in the repression with reports of tear gas being stored in their vehicles. The level of distrust of civic authority is palpable. The coup in Honduras crystallized the disparities between the privilege of the wealthy, the corruption of power, and the poverty of the masses. Eighty per cent of the country’s 7.5 million population live in poverty. Thirty-five per cent live on less than a dollar day. Ten families, known as the oligarchy, control the country’s natural resources, industry, and service sectors. The June 28, 2009, coup fuelled the anger of the Honduran people and united them like never before. The promise of President Zelaya was a promise of a civil society; the promise of a government that would finally govern in the interest of the people. It was this promise that was violently cut short. And so the National Front of the Resistance, a broad-based coalition that is inclusive, popularist, and divergent, was born. The movement spans Zelaya loyalists in the mainstream Liberal party, through the labour movement with its 60-year history of struggle, to a multitude of social movements including the women’s movement, LGBTQ groups, human rights groups, Youth For The Resistance, the Committee of the Families of the Detained and Disappeared in Honduras (COFADEH), which has been operating for 30 years, to professionals like the Lawyers for the Resistance, to campesinos, indigenous people, and the poor. Our delegation visited an affluent community about 12 km outside of the capital to speak with Margarita and Louis Pavos Mainend, both economics professors at the Autonomous University of Honduras in Teguz. Forty families in this community gathered together into an informal collective immediately after the coup to form their arm of the national resistance movement. They wanted us to know clearly that their activism was spontaneous and not at the advice or behest of the national movement. Their activism was sparked by outrage at the coup and their loyalty to a president they saw as courageously struggling to implement policies that would improve the lives of all Hondurans and especially of the poor. They enunciated a list of economic policies that resulted in real benefits to many Hondurans. A national poverty reduction strategy implemented by Zelaya’s regime meant this region received $23 million US. His Central Bank policy resulted in a reduction of mortgage rates from 18% to 7% to help people afford mortgages and stimulate the economy. He raised the minimum wage by 60%, basing the rate on the cost of a food basket. Zelaya adjusted the formula for the price of oil and gas (applied as a factor of the delivered temperature thus insuring that consumers paid only for what they actually received), which reduced the price of gas by 6 limperas a gallon. Then he entered into the Petro Caribe, Hugo Chavez’s oil cartel group. These moves were strenuously opposed by the two main oil companies of Honduras as their monopoly and profits were eroded. Since the coup many of these reforms have been reversed. In March 2010, the new government under President Lobos ordered a 20% reduction in social services spending across the board. Both Margarita and Louis fear that an IMF agreement undertaken by Lobos in June 2010 will only mean more hardship for the Honduran people. Margarita Pavos told us that since the coup, “bodies started to show up,” dumped in the countryside. One member of their collective has been shot; violence is done with impunity. Louis Pavos said they were “living in an era of state terrorism. There are high levels of uncertainty and fear.” We spoke to many representatives of groups within the resistance front. All had stories of violence and repression and spoke of the incomprehensible fury of the troops in the streets, the embargoes, the open violence, the curfews, and the killings. There have been 144 documented deaths related to work in the resistance since the coup. In the LGBTQ community, prominent supporters of the resistance, there have been 26 deaths. Teachers and journalists have been the primary targets with seven journalists killed since January 2010 alone. Honduras is now rated by Reporters Without Borders as the most dangerous country for a journalist to work in the world. The last teacher killed was Manuel Flores. In March 2010, masked gunmen shot him down in his classroom in front of his students. The resistance movement is powered by women. Betty and Dirian of the National Front of Popular Resistance are co-ordinators of the International Committee. They introduced us to the movement and gave us an historical overview. Lawyers Addyce and Gloria explained the constitutional crisis that framed the coup. From Margarita, the economist, to Neesa and Daisi at the women’s centre, to Berta Oliva who told us of her 30-year struggle on behalf of the families of the disappeared since the moment her own husband was taken from her in the middle of the night, women provide this movement with its strength and determination. Yet familiar tensions exist. This is a Latin American machismo country. Only two of the fifteen top resistance leaders are women. There is a debate within the movement regarding the use of feminist and inclusive language. LGBTQ groups feel isolated from the leadership. There are constant discussions about the future. Some would like to form a political party and enter into the next election with a platform of popularist candidates. Others feel that this would legitimize the current fraudulent regime. Still others maintain that the power of the resistance is built on its’ ability to attract a broad coalition. In their view moving from a social movement to a political one would inevitably create cracks within the unity of the resistance. 0ne thing all of these groups agree on is a commitment to peaceful resistance. The movement is undertaking a petition campaign with 600,000 signatures collected so far and a goal of 1.2 million by September 15, 2010. The petition seeks to implement a representative national Constituent Assembly. Such an assembly will revise the constitution and insure that future governments govern to benefit the people. On the anniversary of the coup, the resistance inaugurated its own Truth Commission in contrast to the government’s fraudulent Truth and Reconciliation Commission, which is seen as a grave insult to the dead and disappeared, done as it is by a government currently engaged in ruthless repression. All of these actions aim to enlist support for peaceful revolutionary change and to assert and implement that change with or without the authority of the oligarchs who, through the military, rule Honduras. All this work is done openly and transparently in the face of ongoing brutality, disappearances, and assassinations. The resistance movement in Honduras is optimistic, determined, and nothing short of heroic.  Susan Lambert is president of the BC Teachers’ Federation.   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/issues/resources.aspx?id=10812,Teaching to Diversity resource inventory: Special Education/Learning Assistance – Designations  	Untitled Page  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Issues in Education > Inclusive Education > Teaching to Diversity Special Education/Learning Assistance – Designations BC Ministry of Education "Special Education Services, A Manual of Policies, Procedures and Guidelines" (The White Book) revised April 2010 Best Practice Guidelines for the Assessment, Diagnosis and Identification of Students With Learning Disabilities (2007)   In July, 2006 the Ministry of Education revised its Manual of Policies, Procedures and Guidelines for the identification and assessment of students with learning disabilities (LD). In response to those revisions, The British Columbia Association of School Psychologists (BCASP) decided to develop a more specific description of the roles and the responsibilities of school psychologists in the assessment, diagnosis, and identification of students with LD. Although school psychologists recognize the importance of following the guidelines of the Ministry of Education, they also recognize the need to follow a higher set of guidelines to ensure the protection of children from misdiagnosis. Ministry "Special Education Services Category Checklists" revised 2009   Students with Intellectual Disabilities, including Students with Moderate to Profound Intellectual Disabilities Medical Diagnoses    Students with Learning Disabilities  Students who are Gifted  Students Requiring Behaviour Support or Students with Mental Illness, including Students Requiring Intensive Behaviour Interventions or Students with Serious Mental Illness  Students with Multiple Disabilities Those Who are Physically Dependent with Multiple Needs (Dependent)  Students with Multiple Disabilities: Those Who are Deaf/blind    Students with Visual Impairment  Students who are Deaf or Hard of Hearing  Students with Autism  ESL Students with Special Needs ESL and Special Needs  ESL Learners with Special Needs in B.C. - Identification, Assessment, and Programming    Identification, Assessment, and Programming for ESL Learners with Special/Additional Needs- Five case studies    Ministry of Education Funding Categories  Assessment Practice and Process  Understanding Psychoeducational Testing Demystify the process of psychoeducational testing and learn how to prepare your child. Injuries Linked to ADHD Diagnosis This study suggests that injuries are an early sign of ADHD behaviour. Injuries in very young children are associated with later diagnosis of attention deficit hyperactivity disorder, UK research suggests. A study of 62,000 children shows both head and burn injuries before the age of two are linked with almost double the risk of ADHD diagnosis by age 10. Generic Approaches to Designation Identification/Designation Process    The Identification Continuum    Glossary of Assessment Terms from Wrightslaw: From Emotions to Advocacy Assessment tools  See Distributors of learning materials. Updated June, 2011 About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141007,www.huffingtonpost.de,http://www.huffingtonpost.de/p/datenschutz.html,Datenschutz Zur mobilen Ansicht wechseln HuffPost's QuickRead... Loading... Sport wirtschaft Politik Entertainment Mehr Anmelden Account anlegen Benachrichtigungen Profil Einstellungen Abmelden 7. Oktober 2014 Edition: DE BR Brasil CA Canada DE Deutschland ES España FR France IT Italia JP 日本 (Japan) KR 한국 (Korea) MG Maghreb UK United Kingdom US United States Follow STARTSEITE Politik Wirtschaft Good Entertainment Lifestyle Tech Sport Blogs Video International Wissenschaft Kino Serien Gadgets Reisen Gesundheit Familie Mobilität Inspiration Impact Datenschutz Die Website www.huffingtonpost.de (die „Seite") wird von der TOMORROW FOCUS Content & Services GmbH betrieben. Wir nehmen Ihren Datenschutz sehr ernst. Diese Datenschutzrichtlinie soll Sie über die Daten informieren, die von Ihnen erfasst werden, wenn Sie die Seite besuchen, wie diese Informationen verwendet und weitergegeben werden können, wie Sie die Nutzung und Weitergabe Ihrer Informationen kontrollieren können und wie Ihre Informationen geschützt werden. Wenn Sie Fragen zu dieser Datenschutzrichtlinie haben, wenden Sie sich bitte an unser Datenschutzteam unter Datenschutz@huffingtonpost.de. 1. Geltungsbereich Diese Datenschutzrichtlinie gilt nur für die Webseite www.huffingtonpost.de. Diese Richtlinie gilt nicht für Informationen, die durch andere Webseiten erfasst werden, oder für die Praktiken von Unternehmen, die Tomorrow Focus Content & Services GmbH nicht kontrolliert. Bitte beachten Sie, dass diese Seite Links zu anderen Websites enthalten kann. Wenn Sie zum Beispiel auf eine Werbeanzeige auf der Seite klicken und mit einer anderen Website verbunden werden, gilt diese Datenschutzrichtlinie nicht für Informationen, die auf jener Website erfasst werden. Wir sind nicht für die Datenschutzpraktiken anderer Websites verantwortlich und empfehlen Ihnen, die Datenschutzrichtlinie jeder Website, die Sie besuchen, zu lesen. 2. Welche Informationen werden von der Seite erfasst? Informationen, die Sie uns direkt bereitstellen: Sie müssen uns nicht direkt Informationen bereitstellen, um die Seite nutzen zu können. Wenn Sie jedoch bestimmte Funktionen der Seite verwenden, zum Beispiel wenn Sie sich für bestimmte Dienste registrieren, auf bestimmte Inhalte oder Funktionen zugreifen oder die Seite direkt kontaktieren, können wir Sie bitten, u.a. folgende Informationen bereitzustellen: • Kontaktangaben wie Name, E-Mail-Adresse, Postanschrift, Telefonnummer und Handynummer; • Benutzername und Kennwort; • Informationen, die auf Foren und anderen interaktiven Online-Funktionen eingestellt werden, oder andere Inhalte, die Sie auf der Seite eingestellt haben; • auf der Seite durchgeführte Suchanfragen; und • Korrespondenz, die Sie uns gesendet haben. Bitte beachten Sie , dass Sie sich bei einer Registrierung auf der Webseite www.huffingtonpost.de zugleich auch für das weltweite The Huffington Post Netzwerk registrieren und sich z.B. auch unter www.huffingtonpost.com einloggen können. Bitte beachten Sie in diesem Fall die Datenschutzbestimmungen der jeweiligen The Huffington Post Website. Informationen, die automatisch erfasst werden, wenn Sie die Seite besuchen und mit der Seite interagieren: Wenn Sie die Seite besuchen und mit der Seite interagieren, können bestimmte Informationen automatisch erfasst werden: • die IP-Adresse Ihres Computers; • Ihre Browserart und Ihr Betriebssystem; • die Websites, die Sie unmittelbar vor und nach Ihrer Ankunft auf unserer Seite besucht haben; • Aktivitäten in Foren; • Websites und Werbeanzeigen, die Sie ansehen, und Links, die Sie innerhalb der Seite anklicken; • die Geschwindigkeit Ihres Internetanschlusses und Informationen über die Softwareprogramme, die auf Ihrem Computer installiert sind; • zusammengefasste Daten über E-Mail-Durchklickraten und das Anschauen von Videos durch den Benutzer; • Standard-Serverprotokollinformationen; und • Informationen, die durch HTML-Cookies, Flash-Cookies, Web-Beacons und ähnliche Technologien erfasst werden Weitere Informationen entnehmen Sie bitte unserer Erörterung von Cookies und anderen Technologien. Automatisch erfasste Informationen werden nur für statistische Zwecke, für Werbeausspielungen und, zur Verhinderung rechtswidriger Aktivitäten verwendet und nicht um Sie zu identifizieren. Informationen, die wir von anderen Quellen erfassen: Wir können von dritten Quellen und Plattformen (zum Beispiel von Seiten sozialer Netzwerke, Datenbanken, Online-Marketingfirmen und Zielgruppenwerbeunternehmen) gemäß den dort von Ihnen vorgenommenen Datenschutzeinstellungen u. a. auf folgende Informationen über Sie zugreifen, um Inhalte auf unserer Seite anzupassen oder vorzuschlagen: • wenn Sie über die Seite auf soziale Netzwerke Dritter zugreifen (zum Beispiel Facebook Connect oder Twitter), Ihr Benutzername und Ihre Verbindungslisten für solche Dienste, Artikel der Huffington Post, die Sie gelesen und die Ihnen gefallen oder nicht gefallen haben, Statistiken über Kommentare, Ihre Kommentare, Ihre Aktivität auf der Website, Daten von Ihrem Profil auf dem jeweiligen sozialen Netzwerk; • demografische Daten wie Altersgruppe, Geschlecht und Interessen; • Interaktionen mit Werbeanzeigen und angezeigten Daten, zum Beispiel Durchklickraten für Werbeanzeigen und Informationen darüber, wie viele Male Sie eine bestimmte Werbeanzeige gesehen haben; und • eindeutige Merkmale, zum Beispiel Identifikationsnummern mobiler Geräte, über die im Einklang mit geltendem Recht der physische Standort solcher Geräte identifiziert werden kann. Bitte beachten Sie, dass die Seite die erfassten Informationen mit Informationen kombinieren kann, die wir von dritten Quellen erhalten. Wir kombinieren diese Informationen nur, um Ihnen Zugang zu bestimmten Funktionen der Seite zu gewähren und das Angebot für Sie zu verbessern. 3. Wie nutzen wir die erfassten Informationen? E-Mail-Kommunikationsmaßnahmen: Mit Ihrer Einwilligung können wir die von uns erfassten Informationen nutzen, um Ihnen E-Mail-Nachrichten zu senden, zum Beispiel aktuelle Informationen, Informationen über Ihr Konto oder Änderungen der Seite. Wenn Sie sich für einen unserer E-Mail-Newsletter angemeldet haben, senden wir Ihnen auch den von Ihnen angeforderten Newsletter. Mobile Kommunikationsmaßnahmen: Mit Ihrer Einwilligung können wir Ihre Mobiltelefonnummer nutzen, um Ihnen Mitteilungen oder andere Dienstleistungen zu senden. Werbung: Um unseren Lesern kostenlosen Zugriff auf unsere Inhalte zu bieten, zeigen wir auf der Seite Werbeanzeigen an, von denen viele auf Grundlage der Informationen über Sie gezielt für Sie ausgewählt wurden. Zum Beispiel können wir durch Verwendung von Informationen, die durch Cookies, Web-Beacons und andere Quellen erfasst wurden, demografische Daten oder Informationen über Ihre Online-Aktivitäten oder Interessen nutzen, um gezielt Werbung anzuzeigen, die für Ihre Interessen möglicherweise relevant sind. Mithilfe dieses Prozesses erreichen Werbeunternehmen Besucher der Seite, die am meisten an ihren Produkten interessiert sind, und Sie sehen Werbung für Produkte oder Dienstleistungen, an denen Sie interessiert sein könnten. Lesen Sie dazu bitte unsere Erörterung von Cookies und anderen Technologien. Dritte Werbeunternehmen und andere Werbeplattformen können auch gezielte Werbeanzeigen auf unserer Seite schalten. Weitere Informationen entnehmen Sie bitte unserem Abschnitt zu Online-Werbung durch Dritte. Bitte beachten Sie, dass die Informationspraktiken dritter Werbeunternehmen oder Plattformen, die Daten auf unserer Seite erfassen, nicht von dieser Datenschutzrichtlinie abgedeckt werden. Benutzerkonten: Um Ihnen ein öffentliches, jedoch auch gepflegtes Diskussionsforum bereitzustellen, verfolgen wir die Benutzerbeteiligung in unseren Foren. Zum Beispiel verfolgen wir den Anteil gekennzeichneter Kommentare, die letztlich gelöscht werden, um unsere effektivsten Kommentarmoderatoren auszuzeichnen. Weitere Informationen dazu entnehmen Sie bitte unserem Abschnitt mit häufig gestellten Fragen über Richtlinien zur Moderation von Kommentaren. Bearbeitung von Anfragen: Wir können die von uns erfassten Informationen verwenden, um Ihre Anfragen nach Produkten, Dienstleistungen und Informationen zu bearbeiten. Wir können zum Beispiel Ihre Kontaktangaben nutzen, um Ihre Kundendienstanfragen zu beantworten oder um es Ihnen zu ermöglichen, an Funktionen der Seite teilzunehmen, zum Beispiel an Umfragen, Abstimmungen, Gewinnspielen und Foren. Statistische Analyse: Um mehr darüber zu erfahren, wie unsere Seite genutzt wird, fassen wir die von uns erfassten Daten zusammen und analysieren sie. Wir können diese Informationen zum Beispiel nutzen, um die Nutzung der Seite zu überwachen und zu analysieren, die Funktionalität unserer Seite zu erhöhen und unseren Inhalt und unser Design besser an die Bedürfnisse unserer Besucher anzupassen. Unsere Website nutzt hierzu Omniture SiteCatalyst, einen Webanalysedienst von Adobe. Omniture SiteCatalyst verwendet so genannte Cookies und Zählpixel, die von Ihrem Computer abgerufen oder dort gespeichert werden und die eine Analyse der Benutzung der Website durch Sie ermöglichen. Die so gewonnenen Informationen über Ihre Benutzung dieser Website werden an Server von Omniture SiteCatalyst übertragen und dort gespeichert. Omniture SiteCatalyst wird diese Informationen benutzen, um Ihre Nutzung der Website auszuwerten, um für uns Reports über Ihre Websiteaktivitäten zusammenzustellen. Sie können die Installation von Cookies durch eine entsprechende Einstellung Ihrer Browser Software verhindern. Nähere Informationen zum Datenschutz bei Adobe Omniture SiteCatalyst finden Sie unter: http://www.adobe.com/de/privacy/analytics.html. Skalierbares zentrales Messverfahren: Unsere Website nutzt das „Skalierbare Zentrale Messverfahren" (SZM) der Fa. INFOnline (https://www.infonline.de) für die Ermittlung statistischer Kennwerte zur Nutzung unserer Angebote. Dabei werden anonyme Messwerte erhoben. Die SZM- Reichweitenmessung verwendet zur Wiedererkennung von Computersystemen alternativ entweder einen Cookie mit der Kennung „ivwbox.de" oder eine Signatur, die aus verschiedenen automatisch übertragenen Informationen Ihres Computers erstellt wird. IP-Adressen werden in dem Verfahren nicht gespeichert und nur in anonymisierter Form verarbeitet. Die Reichweitenmessung wurde unter der Beachtung des Datenschutzes entwickelt. Ziel der Reichweitenmessung ist es, die Nutzungsintensität und die Anzahl der Nutzer einer Website statistisch zu bestimmen. Zu keinem Zeitpunkt werden einzelne Nutzer identifiziert. Ihre Identität bleibt immer geschützt. Sie erhalten über das System keine Werbung. Für Web-Angebote, die Mitglied der Informationsgemeinschaft zur Feststellung der Verbreitung von Werbeträgern e.V. (IVW - http://www.ivw.eu) sind oder an der Studie „internet facts" der Arbeitsgemeinschaft Online-Forschung e.V. (AGOF - http://www.agof.de) teilnehmen, werden die Nutzungsstatistiken monatlich von der AGOF und der Arbeitsgemeinschaft Media-Analyse e.V. (ag.ma - http://www.agma-mmc.de), sowie der IVW veröffentlicht und können unter http://www.agof.de, http://www.agma-mmc.de und http://www.ivw.eu eingesehen werden. Neben der Veröffentlichung von Messdaten überprüft die IVW das SZM-Verfahren regelmäßig im Hinblick auf eine regel- und datenschutzkonforme Nutzung. Weitere Informationen zum SZM-Verfahren finden Sie auf der Website der INFOnline GmbH (https://www.infonline.de), die das SZM-Verfahren betreibt, der Datenschutzwebsite der AGOF (http://www.agof.de/datenschutz) und der Datenschutzwebsite der IVW (http://www.ivw.eu). Sie können der Datenverarbeitung durch das SZM unter folgendem Link widersprechen: http://optout.ivwbox.de. Durchsetzung: Wir können die von uns erfassten Informationen nutzen und weitergeben, um illegale Aktivitäten zu verhindern, die allgemeinen Geschäftsbedingungen der Seite durchzusetzen und unsere Rechte sowie die Rechte unserer Benutzer anderweitig zu schützen. Zusätzlich zu den oben identifizierten Anwendungsbereichen können wir die von uns erfassten Informationen für andere Zwecke, die wir Ihnen zum Zeitpunkt der Erfassung Ihrer Informationen nennen, oder gemäß Ihrer Einwilligung nutzen. 4. Informationsweitergabe The Huffington Post ist der Schutz Ihrer Daten wichtig, und wir geben Informationen über unsere Benutzer nur unter bestimmten Umständen weiter. Wir stellen anderen Unternehmen, Anwendungen oder Personen Informationen über Sie nur unter unten aufgeführten Umständen zur Verfügung: • Wir können zusammengefasste Informationen oder Informationen, die Sie nicht identifizieren, an Dritte weitergeben, um uns dabei zu helfen, Inhalte, Dienstleistungen und Werbung zu entwickeln, die Sie hoffentlich interessant finden. Bitte beachten Sie, dass wir Kontaktangaben nicht an Dritte weitergeben, die Werbeanzeigen auf der Seite schalten. • Wir können Dritte damit beauftragen, mit der Seite zusammenhängende Dienstleistungen zu erbringen, zum Beispiel Datenbankmanagement, Wartungsdienste, Analysen, Marketing, Datenverarbeitung und Vertrieb von E-Mails und Textnachrichten. Diese Dritten haben nur Zugang zu Ihren Informationen, um diese Aufgaben in unserem Auftrag durchzuführen. • Wenn Sie sich an öffentlichen Aktivitäten auf der Seite beteiligen, zum Beispiel Kommentare einstellen oder sich an Foren beteiligen, können die Informationen, die Sie angeben, von anderen gelesen, erfasst oder verwendet werden. Bitte handeln Sie umsichtig, wenn Sie sich entscheiden, persönliche Informationen im Rahmen von öffentlichen Aktivitäten oder Einreichungen offenzulegen. • Wenn die Seite von einem anderen Unternehmen übernommen wird oder mit einem anderen Unternehmen fusioniert oder eine ähnliche Unternehmenstransaktion erfolgt, können wir Informationen über Sie weitergeben. Bevor Ihre Informationen übertragen werden und damit einer anderen Datenschutzrichtlinie unterliegen, werden Sie jedoch entweder mithilfe einer deutlich sichtbaren Mitteilung auf unserer Seite oder durch Zusendung einer Mitteilung an die primäre E-Mail-Adresse, die in Ihrem Konto angegeben ist, darüber informiert. • Wir können Informationen über Sie weitergeben, um illegale Aktivitäten, einen Betrugsverdacht, Situationen mit potenziellem Risiko für die körperliche Sicherheit oder andere Rechte oder Interessen beliebiger Personen oder Verstöße gegen die allgemeinen Geschäftsbedingungen der Seite zu untersuchen, zu verhindern oder Maßnahmen bezüglich solcher Aktivitäten zu ergreifen. Gleiches gilt, wenn wir gesetzlich verpflichtet oder befugt sind, solche Informationen weiterzugeben. • Wir können Informationen über Sie weitergeben, um auf gerichtlich angeordnete Maßnahmen, Durchsuchungsbefehle, Gerichtsverfahren, gerichtliche Beschlüsse, Rechtsprozesse oder andere Maßnahmen der Strafverfolgungsbehörden an beliebigem Ort zu reagieren, oder um unsere gesetzlichen Rechte durchzusetzen oder auszuüben oder uns gegen Rechtsansprüche zu verteidigen. • Zusätzlich zu den oben identifizierten Szenarien können wir Informationen über Sie für andere Zwecke, die wir Ihnen zum Zeitpunkt der Erfassung Ihrer Informationen nennen, oder gemäß Ihrer Einwilligung nutzen. Ich stimme hiermit einer Übermittlung meiner im Zusammenhang mit der Nutzung der Seite erhobenen personenbezogenen Daten durch die Tomorrow Focus Content & Services GmbH an die AOL EUROPE HOLDINGS (2) MEDIA & CIE S.E.N.C (Luxemburg), firmierend unter The Huffington Post International, die die Daten für Zwecke meiner Teilnahme am weltweiten Huffington Post Netzwerk verarbeitet und nutzt, zu. Ich kann diese Einwilligung durch schriftliche Erklärung gegenüber der Tomorrow Focus Content & Services GmbH jederzeit mit Wirkung für die Zukunft widerrufen. Eine Übermittlung meiner Daten ins Ausland ist nur zulässig, sofern beim Empfänger aufgrund gesetzlicher Bestimmungen oder vertraglicher Vereinbarungen ein angemessenes Datenschutzniveau sichergestellt ist. Mit Ihrer Nutzung dieser Seite stimmen Sie ausdrücklich jeder obengenannten Weitergabe von Informationen zu. Bitte beachten Sie, dass Dritte eigenständig mithilfe von Cookies, Klicks auf Links oder mithilfe anderer Methoden Daten über Sie erfassen können, wenn Sie Werbeanzeigen auf der Seite besuchen oder anzeigen. Zu solchen Informationen gehören unter anderem Ihre IP-Adresse und Informationen über die Websites, die Sie besuchen, und die Links, die Sie anklicken. Weitere Informationen entnehmen Sie bitte unserem Abschnitt zu Cookies und anderen Technologien sowie zur Werbung durch Dritte. 5. Dienste und Social-Media-Plug-ins von Dritten Um die Nutzung der Seite zu individualisieren und den Registrierungsprozess der Seite zu vereinfachen, geben wir Ihnen die Möglichkeit, auf Dienste von Dritten zuzugreifen oder mit Diensten von Dritten zu interagieren, zum Beispiel mit den Diensten von Facebook und Twitter. Wenn Sie sich über diese Dienste von Dritten mit der Seite verbinden, können wir Informationen über Sie an diese Dienstleistungsanbieter weitergeben und diese können Daten über Sie an uns weitergeben. Wenn Sie uns gestatten, über einen Drittdienst auf Ihre Daten zuzugreifen, um ein Profil auf unserer Seite zu erstellen, können wir diese Daten u. a. für die folgenden Zwecke verwenden: • Automatischer Aufbau von Beziehungen innerhalb unseres Systems. Wenn Sie sich zum Beispiel über einen Dienst mit einer öffentlichen Freundesliste (wie z. B. Twitter) mit unserer Seite verbinden, können wir prüfen, ob Personen, die Sie auf Twitter verfolgen, auch Mitglieder der Seite sind. Wenn wir eine Übereinstimmung finden, reproduzieren wir Ihre Twitter-Beziehung mit diesen Mitgliedern und definieren sie auf unserer Seite als Fans, Followers oder Freunde. • Vorschlag von Beziehungen. Wenn Sie sich zum Beispiel über einen Dienst verbinden, der eine private Kontaktliste hat (wie Google oder Yahoo!), prüfen wir, ob es in Ihrer Kontaktliste Personen gibt, die auch Mitglieder der Seite sind, und schlagen Ihnen vor, ein Fan dieser Benutzer zu werden. Dieser Prozess geschieht nicht automatisch; Sie müssen sich ausdrücklich entscheiden, ein Fan dieser vorgeschlagenen Benutzer zu werden. • Automatische Erstellung einer Liste potenzieller Freunde, an die Sie E-Mails senden können. Wenn Benutzer beispielsweise mithilfe der Funktion „An einen Freund weiterleiten" auf der Seite Inhalte mit ihren Freunden teilen, können wir Freundeslisten von Drittdiensten nutzen, um eine Liste von Kontaktpersonen zu erstellen, an die Sie möglicherweise eine E-Mail-Nachricht senden möchten. • Automatische Erstellung einer Liste potenzieller Freunde, an die Sie dienstspezifische Nachrichten senden können. Wir können zum Beispiel die Freundesliste eines Dienstes von Dritten verwenden, um eine Liste von Kontaktpersonen zu erstellen, an die Sie möglicherweise eine Einladung schicken möchten, eine interaktive Diashow anzusehen. • Verbesserung und Individualisierung der Nutzung unserer Seite. Wenn Sie mit einem Dienst von Dritten verbunden sind, können wir auf bestimmte Kontoinformationen zugreifen, zum Beispiel auf Ihr Profilbild, welche Nachrichten in Ihrem Netzwerk beliebt sind und was Ihre Freunde über bestimmte Artikel oder Blog-Beiträge sagen, um die Nutzung auf unserer Seite zu verbessern und persönlich anzupassen. Außerdem kann die Nutzung unserer Seite persönlich angepasst werden, wenn Sie sich mit einem Facebook-Konto verbinden. Sie können zum Beispiel automatisch sehen, welche Nachrichten in Ihrem Netzwerk beliebt sind, was Ihre Freunde über bestimmte Artikel sagen und was ihnen gefällt oder nicht gefällt. Ihre Freunde können Ihre Kommentare, die Nachrichten, die Sie gelesen und die Ihnen gefallen oder nicht gefallen haben, sowie Ihre Kommentare und Ihre abgegebenen Stimmen sehen. Seien Sie sich bitte auch bewusst, dass Facebook Ihre über Facebook Connect und die Social-Media-Plug-ins erfassten Daten für eigene Zwecke verarbeiten und nutzen kann. Bitte lesen Sie die häufig gestellten Fragen, um mehr über zusätzliche funktionsspezifische Datenschutzmaßnahmen zu erfahren, die sich darauf auswirken, wie Ihre persönlichen Daten verarbeitet werden. Bitte beachten Sie, dass Sie die Verbindung mit Drittkonten jederzeit unterbrechen können. Klicken Sie hier zu einem Link zu Ihrem Profil, wo Sie Ihre Datenschutzpräferenzen einstellen oder die Verbindung zu allen Konten von Drittanbietern unterbrechen können. Sie können Ihre Datenschutzeinstellungen möglicherweise auch direkt bei dem jeweiligen Drittdienst modifizieren. Um Ihre Datenschutzeinstellungen bei Facebook zu ändern, klicken Sie bitte hier. Um Ihre Datenschutzeinstellungen bei Twitter zu ändern, klicken Sie bitte hier. Bitte denken Sie daran, dass wir die Datenschutzpraktiken der Dienste Dritter nicht kontrollieren. Wir weisen Sie darauf hin, dass diese Drittdienste Daten normalerweise in Länder außerhalb der EU, insbesondere in die USA, übertragen und dort verarbeiten. Wir raten Ihnen, die Datenschutzrichtlinien aller dritten Dienstleistungsanbieter zu lesen. 6. Ihre Wahlmöglichkeiten Deaktivierung Ihres Kontos Sie können Ihr Konto jederzeit auf der Präferenzen-Seite Ihres Profils deaktivieren. Wenn Sie Ihr Konto deaktivieren, wird Ihr Benutzerprofil deaktiviert, aber Ihre öffentlichen Kommentare bleiben auf der Seite. Die Seite nimmt öffentliche Inhalte von Ihnen normalerweise nicht von der Seite herunter und entfernt oder bearbeitet sie nicht. Falls Sie uns jedoch nachweisen können, dass die Nichtentfernung eines Inhaltes Ihnen einen schwerwiegenden Nachteil zufügen kann, werden wir den entsprechenden Inhalt ausnahmsweise entfernen.. Weitere Informationen entnehmen Sie bitte unseren allgemeinen Geschäftsbedingungen. Cookies und andere Technologien Wie in den Abschnitten zu Cookies und anderen Technologien und Werbung durch Dritte dargelegt, werden einige Informationen über Sie mithilfe von Cookies und anderen Technologien erfasst. • Cookies. Sie können Ihre Browsereinstellungen dahingehend ändern, dass alle Cookies abgelehnt, nur bestimmte Cookies akzeptiert oder Sie benachrichtigt werden, sobald ein Cookie abgelegt wird. Bitte beachten Sie, dass Sie diese Einstellungen möglicherweise erneuern müssen, wenn Sie Ihre Cookies löschen, nachdem Sie diese Präferenzen eingestellt haben. Ferner gelten diese Einstellungen möglicherweise nicht, wenn Sie einen anderen Computer oder Internetbrowser verwenden. Viele Anzeigennetzwerke von Dritten sind außerdem Mitglieder von IAB Deutschland („IAB"). Um sich gegen die Erfassung von Informationen durch IAB-Mitgliedsunternehmen zum Zwecke der angepassten Werbung zu entscheiden, um Informationen über die Technologien zu erhalten, die diese Anzeigennetzwerke möglicherweise nutzen, und um Informationen zu deren Datenschutzrichtlinien anzuzeigen, besuchen Sie bitte die IAB-Website. Möchten Sie sich gegen die Erfassung von Informationen durch andere Werbenetzwerke wenden, stellen wir auf der Seite "Online-Werbung durch Dritte" und der Seite Cookies und anderen Technologien weitere Informationen bereit. • Flash-Cookies. Sie können kontrollieren, wie Flash-Cookies verwendet werden, indem Sie die Adobe-Seite hier besuchen. Adobe ermöglicht es Ihnen, einige Flash-Cookies von bestimmten Websites zu genehmigen, die Speicherkapazität von Flash-Cookies zu beschränken und Flash-Cookies allgemein nicht zu genehmigen. Außerdem können Sie, wenn Sie als Internetbrowser Mozilla Firefox verwenden, das Add-On BetterPrivacy herunterladen, um Flash-Cookies automatisch jedes Mal zu löschen, wenn Sie Ihren Browser schließen. Für Informationen, wie Sie sich gegen Cookies und andere Technologien entscheiden, lesen Sie bitte unseren Abschnitt zu Cookies und anderen Technologien. Wenn Sie sich gegen diese Technologien entscheiden, werden Sie dennoch weiterhin Werbung auf der Seite sehen, aber die Werbung zielt möglicherweise nicht mehr auf Ihre Interessen ab. Bitte beachten Sie, dass wir keinen Zugang zu bzw. keine Kontrolle über Cookies von Werbeunternehmen oder Dienstleistungsanbietern haben und dass die Informationspraktiken Dritter nicht von dieser Datenschutzrichtlinie abgedeckt werden. Weitere Informationen zur Verwendung von Cookies in Online-Werbung entnehmen Sie bitte dem Abschnitt zu Werbung durch Dritte und der IAB-Website. 7. Zugriff Sie haben das Recht jederzeit auf Ihre persönlichen Daten zuzugreifen, diese zu korrigieren, zu vervollständigen, zu aktualisieren, zu blockieren oder zu löschen, indem Sie sich unter Datenschutz@huffingtonpost.de an uns wenden. 8. Vertraulichkeit und Sicherheit Wir beschränken den Zugriff auf Kontaktangaben über Sie auf Mitarbeiter oder Dienstleistungsanbieter, von denen wir vernünftigerweise denken, dass sie diese Informationen benötigen, um Ihnen Produkte oder Dienstleistungen bereitzustellen oder um ihre Arbeit auszuführen. Alle unsere Mitarbeiter, die an der Verarbeitung persönlicher Daten beteiligt sind, wurden zur Vertraulichkeit verpflichtet. Wir haben außerdem technische, physische und administrative Verfahren implementiert, die angemessen sind, um Informationen über Sie vor Verlust, Missbrauch und Änderung zu schützen. Bitte beachten Sie, dass eine hundertprozentige Sicherheit von Datenübertragungen oder -speicherungen niemals garantiert werden kann. Wir möchten, dass Sie sich sicher fühlen, wenn Sie die Seite benutzen, können die Sicherheit von Informationen, die Sie uns übermitteln, jedoch nicht garantieren. 9. Übertragung von persönlichen Daten außerhalb der EU AOL Inc. hostet die Seite in den USA. Wenn Sie die Seite von einem anderen Land aus besuchen, weisen wir darauf hin, dass die Informationen, die Sie uns bereitstellen oder die wir infolge Ihrer Nutzung der Seite erhalten, in den USA verarbeitet und in die USA übertragen werden können. AOL Inc. ist gemäß des EU-US Safe-Harbor Abkommens für persönliche Daten zertifiziert, darunter auch für Dienste wie The Huffington Post. Gemäß des Safe-Harbor Abkommens verpflichten wir uns, ein angemessenes Maß an Schutz für Ihre persönlichen Daten bereitzustellen, die in die USA übertragen werden. Die Safe-Harbor-Zertifizierung von AOL Inc. finden Sie auf folgender Seite: http://safeharbor.export.gov/companyinfo.aspx?id=16405. Weitere Informationen über das Safe-Harbor-Programm sind auf der Website des Handelsministeriums der Vereinigten Staaten unter http://www.export.gov/safeharbor erhältlich. Durch Social-Media-Plug-ins können Daten in Länder außerhalb der EU übertragen und dort verarbeitet werden. 10. Minderjährige unter 16 Wir erfassen nicht wissentlich persönliche Daten von Minderjährigen unter 16 Jahren. Wenn wir erfahren, dass wir persönliche Daten von einem Minderjährigen unter 16 Jahren ohne verifizierbare Einwilligung der Eltern erfasst haben, löschen wir diese Informationen so schnell wie möglich aus unserer Datenbank. Wenn Sie glauben, dass wir Informationen von einem Minderjährigen unter 16 Jahren erfasst haben, wenden Sie sich bitte unter Datenschutz@huffingtonpost.de an uns. 11. Änderungen der Datenschutzrichtlinie Wir können diese Datenschutzrichtlinie jederzeit aktualisieren, um Änderungen unserer Praktiken und Dienstleistungsangebote widerzuspiegeln. Wenn wir diese Datenschutzrichtlinie ändern, wird das „Wirksamkeitsdatum" aktualisiert. Über wesentliche Änderungen der Art, wie wir Ihre Informationen behandeln, informieren wir Sie durch einen entsprechenden, deutlich sichtbaren Hinweis auf unserer Seite oder durch Zusendung einer E-Mail an die in Ihrem Konto angegebene primäre E-Mail-Adresse. Wir verarbeiten Ihre persönlichen Daten nur im Einklang mit der Version dieser Datenschutzrichtlinie, der Sie zugestimmt haben. Bitte beachten Sie, dass wir unsere Dienstleistungsangebote Ihnen gegenüber einstellen können, wenn Sie die Änderungen der Datenschutzrichtlinie ablehnen. 12. Fragen und Anregungen Wenn Sie Fragen zu dieser Datenschutzrichtlinie haben, wenden Sie sich bitte an unser Datenschutzteam unter Datenschutz@huffingtonpost.de. Wirksamkeitsdatum: 22. Oktober 2013 Meist gelesene Artikel 1b7X3rzKkDqg2Etnfq9Ec0V%2Bb7lpiOaygXvUZFIofJl32OHjGxYAmmnr9Jcc09Kh vTB8cF7muiBEv0YZYEvKeucAIMBYUGMQ2UsB9YFRh44P1dP%2FBUzmkvD%2BUyMoV3GN 763DZHnWtDwiLjBHCn2RvvuuJGUPYTlVKuvtBoLHedqhIGB2IVxuMAk%2BuXU7tIfs QPvACCgOesH%2BSyNlkHEe6g%3D%3D 1 von 4 WATCH: It's Time For A 'Blood Moon' Kommentare (86) The Funniest Tweets From Parents This Week Kommentare (32) The Story Behind Sarah Silverman's Firing From ‘SNL' Kommentare (289) Watch Bill Maher And Ben Affleck Get Into A Heated Debate Kommentare (1,444) '7th Heaven' Star Reportedly Confesses To Child Molestation On Tape Kommentare (382) Target's Response To My Calling Out Their Girls' Clothing Problem Kommentare (2,262) Themenseiten Formel 1: Sebastian Vettel verlässt Red Bull - Wechsel zu Ferrari Sport Haushalt: Deutschland soll mehr Schulden machen, fordert dieser Ökonom wirtschaft Feminismus: #Aufschrei bei Twitter Politik 12 Scherze zum Todlachen Entertainment Misshandlungen in Asylheimen: NRW-Innenminister Jäger unter Druck SPD Erfolg der AfD: Horst Seehofer soll schuld sein Alternative für Deutschland (AfD) Nacktbilder Promis: Anwalt droht Google mit Klage Google Exklusiv für HuffPost: Vorschau auf den Lavazza-Kalender 2015 Good Tierskandal: 920 Hühner mit Golfschlägern erschlagen News Mehr »   RSS | Häufig gestellte Fragen Nutzervereinbarung | Datenschutz | Richtlinien für Kommentare | Über uns | Kontakt Urheberrecht ©2014 TOMORROW FOCUS Content & Services GmbH. Alle Rechte vorbehalten. Teil von HPMG News HuffPost Lightbox)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7314&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 4, January/February 2006 Teachers' tips: Sponsor teaching by Robert Whiteley Being a sponsor teacher for new teachers is a critically important piece of work teachers engage in. Not only is supervising student teachers a "duty" as included in the School Act, teachers have a moral responsibility to mentor, assist, and report on the suitability of prospective members of the profession. Section 47 of the Members’ Guide to the BCTF provides sponsor teachers with Federation policy with respect to working with student teachers and university faculty/ supervisors. Working with pre-service teachers provides the opportunity for a sponsor teacher to reflect on one’s own practice, to discuss emerging and established educational theories, to model effective teaching strategies, and to become a mentor and guide. The first question one must ask prior to accepting a student teacher is why. Why are you accepting a student? What benefits may accrue to the student teacher, your students, you, the school, and public education? Are you taking a student because your principal asked you to, others recommended you, or for professional development reasons? Teaching and learning is all about the kind and quality of relationship established between teachers, students, parents, administrators, and other educational support personnel. This is also true of the student/teacher/sponsor relationship. Research clearly informs us that the relationship between the sponsor teacher and the student teacher is one of the most critical determinates of a successful practicum experience. Your relationship with university personnel must be collegial and collaborative. One major complaint of student teachers is that sponsor teachers and supervisors interpret documentation differently. It is very important that all documents pertaining to the practicum experience be read, questions prepared, and clarification sought. Respectful communication is key. Establish boundaries with the student—both professional and personal. Maintaining professional objectivity is key, as it is difficult to criticize a friend. If you have questions or concerns, discuss them with the student teachers. In public schools, student teachers are bound by the BCTF Code of Ethics. Remember, confidentiality is important but seeking advice from colleagues or the university supervisor is always helpful. Robert Whiteley is on leave from the Nanaimo School District.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/opportunities/TeacherAwards.aspx?id=5424&printPage=true,Opportunites for BCTF Members > Teacher Awards  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Opportunities for Members > Teacher Awards, Grants, Scholarships Honourary Lifetime Membership British Columbia Association of Mathematics Teachers Criteria: have had a long association with BCAMT (for more than 20 years) have provided extraordinary service to BCAMT continue to demonstrate excellence as a classroom teacher, professional leadership, outstanding contribution to mathematics education be an educator (practicing teacher, consultant, resource teacher, administrator, etc.) Selection Process: all nominations are reviewed by the BCAMT Awards committee (consisting of a minimum of five previous award recipients) who recommend the recipients to the BCAMT executive for ratification each nomination is considered for two years awards are presented at one of the BCAMT conferences Nomination Package: a completed nomination form (one person per form); nominee's curriculum vitae which demonstrates evidence of teaching, contribution, innovation, professional involvement and impact; nominator's summary (one page only) explaining concisely the reasons for the nomination; two letters of support (one page each) with concise information about how the nominee fulfills the criteria. Send the nomination package in an envelope clearly marked BCAMT awards, postmarked no later than March 31, 2003 to: Ken Mayson Chair, BCAMT Awards Committee 2090 Greylynn Crescent North Vancouver, BC, V7J 2X7)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/local75/styled-7/index.html,Announcements MISSION TEACHERS' UNION MTU Calendar To read some of the following documents you will require Adobe Reader. To download a copy of Adobe reader click below: ADOBE Next TOC Meeting October 1, 2014 - 3:30 pm - MTU Office World Teacher Day Breakfast October 3, 2014 - 6:30 - 8:30 am - MTU Office Next Executive Meeting October 22, 2014 - 12:30 pm - MTU Office Next Staff Rep Meeting October 29, 2014 - 2:30 pm - MTU Office (right after Staff Rep Training) Next General Meeting January 28, 2014 - 3:30 pm - Elks Hall Homepage Executive & Office Staff MTU Documents MTU Newsletters Health & Safety & Wellness MTU Benefits MTU Calendar Announcements Professional Development Articles of Interest © 2013 MTU Contact Us)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/03/what-is-this-strike-about-moving-letter.html?showComment0751331098647419,Staffroom Confidential: What is this strike about? A moving letter from a Saanich teacher Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, March 6, 2012 What is this strike about? A moving letter from a Saanich teacher I would like to thank you, Mr. Abbott. My wife and I have just had an excellent discussion with our daughters about power, and about the importance of checks and balances in a society. Sophie and Rachel are 12 and 10. They were very confused about why the government was allowed to make rules such as fining teachers $475 a day or $2500 a day for going on strike. We explained that our government is elected to make decisions on our behalf, and that we trust that they will make good and considered decisions. But what if we don’t agree with their decisions, they wondered. We explained that there is time to debate these decisions before they are made, and that everybody is allowed to write letters, or protest if they disagree. We explained that the media is meant to also provide some balance, by asking difficult and challenging questions. But they are saying that if you protest their decision, they will fine you, they replied. We had no answer. Why do they hate teachers, one of them asked. I still had no answer. ---------- I could have been a lawyer. I scored in the 98th percentile of the LSAT and was accepted to Queen’s Law School, offered a scholarship to a Law School in the northeastern US. I chose instead to defer my decision, and be a tutor/coach/residence don/in-house TOC at my old high school for a couple of years. This was a private boarding school in Ontario. I loved it. I loved being able to explain concepts in math to kids, and to see the “light go on”. I loved sharing my passion for math, for soccer, for hockey, for philosophy, for poetry, and for musical theater with kids. I never considered going back to law after those two years. After completing my teacher training at UVic, I did my practicum in Saanich. I hadn’t realized until then what a sheltered teaching existence I had at the boarding school, with well-to-do kids brought up with every advantage (the type of kids to whom Mr. Abbott recently referred as “the smart kids”, I believe). In the public school system in Saanich, I learned humility. I learned how to be a better teacher, how to teach the whole child, and not just the mind. I taught classes that not only had some of Mr. Abbott’s advantaged “smart kids”, but other kids who were often equally smart and capable if not more, but who faced challenges the others didn’t: broken homes, poverty issues, learning disabilities, to name only a few. These classes were challenging because the kids’ needs were so varied. Some kids could be turned on by ideas alone; others needed to be convinced of the value of learning, to place education in context; some just needed breakfast. And yet, at the time I started teaching in Saanich, I considered myself fortunate because we had a locally arranged agreement about how many kids could be in a secondary English class. (I taught English at the time). The number was 27 – unless you had a student who had an acknowledged special need, such as dyslexia, or visual impairment, for example, that would require a significant amount of adjustment to practice or extra preparation. For each of these students, the number would drop by one. If there were 6 “special needs” students in your English 11, the maximum number of kids would be 21. Trust me, this would still be a challenging class in terms of composition, but the system worked. It was so important to teachers, my older colleagues told me, that teachers took less in salary improvements at the time in order to secure these contract provisions. Silly me for thinking that contracts were something sacrosanct in Canadian law. When I started my first continuing contract at Claremont Secondary in 2000, we had an enrolment not very different from our enrolment today. When I started at Claremont, it was not unusual for the more challenging classes, such as Essentials of Math 10 or Communications 11 to have 12-15 students, because that’s what those kids needed to be successful. When I started at Claremont, there were two librarians – one for every 550 kids. When I started at Claremont there was a staff of 85-90, with plenty of teachers in the building to comfortably take on all the extra-curriculars that make schools, as the Saanich motto goes, “great places to learn, safe places to be” Today at Claremont, a class with less than 23-24 students does not run. This legislation before you will only make that number increase, I assure you, and it is not what kids need. Today at Claremont there is 3/4 of a librarian – which translates to one for every 1475 kids. Today at Claremont there is a staff of 65-70. This group which now numbers 20 fewer than when I started 12 years ago, has been attempting to keep up all the things that make our school great – outstanding academics, including extra-curricular offerings such as the dozens of math contests I sponsor and organize every year, an incredible sports program, an enviable fine arts program, numerous volunteer organizations that enrich our school community and the community at large. So far, we have managed, but we have each had to take up the slack now for too long. We are at the breaking point, and I promise you – this legislation already threatens to push us over the edge. Surely this government is not deaf to the teachers from around the province who are saying enough… Enough: we have devoted our lives to a profession that we knew all along would not make us rich, but we did it because we believed that if it would help just one disadvantaged kid, it was worth it. Enough: we believed in it so much, that we traded even the most meager of raises, time and time again, in order to gain better classroom conditions for our students. Enough: we tried our absolute best to play within the rules, when government after government stripped away those conditions that we bought with our own salaries, even when the Supreme Court ruled that those government actions were illegal. Enough: we have tried to hold our heads high, when we are vilified in the press as lazy and greedy, when nothing – NOTHING -- could be further from the truth. Enough: we have devoted countless hours to volleyball, to musical theatre, to poetry readings, to charity work, to rugby, to yearbook clubs, to student’s councils, to tutoring before school from 7am, to tutoring after school until 6pm or longer, to tutoring kids by email on the weekends, and, AND! to our own Professional Development, whether that occurs on a Pro-D day or on our own time – Yes, Mr. Abbott, we actually do Pro-D. In short, we have devoted countless hours to the children and families of this province, and the thanks we get is one more veiled legislated slap in the face? Now, I’m not so out of touch that I don’t realize that as a teacher at the top of the scale, I’m fairly comfortable. Sure it irks me that all of you folks in the legislature have received pay raises in the last ten years far beyond what I have received over the same period – pay raises which you are allowed to vote for yourselves. Not that I would dare suggest that you don’t deserve it – I don’t envy your jobs in the least. But even despite this glaring double-standard, I would have begrudgingly accepted no raise, if it were that alone. It is not the extending of the current contract in this legislation that has me upset. I am insulted. I am insulted that you have the temerity to suggest that this legislation represents mediation in any true sense of the word. Your use of legislation to enforce mediation, but then dictate the terms of the mediation is nothing short of bullying. How ironic that there was an anti-bullying flashmob on the lawn of the legislature the day this bill was introduced. To my mind, you have brought disrepute onto yourselves and the institution you represent. I was trying to defend the institution of our provincial government to my children tonight, suggesting that it rested on a foundation of elected officials acting in a dispassionate way for the benefit of all. I couldn’t. I am shocked. I shouldn’t be, given everything that has happened in the last 10 years, but I’m shocked. I am shocked – no, enraged – that you would enact legislation that essentially attacks my freedom to associate; legislation that, quite frankly, probably runs counter to the Charter of Rights and Freedoms, even though your government’s last Bill of this sort was deemed illegal by the Supreme Court; legislation that does not “put families first” but which threatens families – no, puts a gun to their heads – and says to them: “we will bankrupt you if you have the gall to disagree with us or stand up for your rights”. Lastly, I am disappointed, and if I’m to be honest, I am defeated and demoralized. And I know I’m not alone. And that’s what you wanted, wasn’t it? You don’t want an improved public education system. I would love to challenge you, to defy you, sir, to say otherwise, to come to Claremont and convince me in person that this legislation will improve the public education system in BC, that it will improve the lives of children and their families across this province, by demoralizing and insulting teachers like me, by forcing a foregone, supposedly “mediated” conclusion down our throats. Sadly, you tell these lies every day, and so my challenge is useless. It is a sad day for me, and a sad day for BC. I love my job, I love the kids at Claremont, and I love Victoria, but today I really and truly thought it might be time to find a teaching job back in Ontario. You may say good riddance – we can find someone cheaper than you to do the same job. But I dare you to say that to my students. That is a challenge that perhaps I could make. ------------- My oldest daughter has been reading Animal Farm at school. (Maybe I shouldn’t tell you this – you will think that it is another reason to bring down the public school system…) After our discussion earlier tonight – and believe me when I say I did my utmost best to withhold the vitriol that must be obvious by now that I hold inside – after our family discussion my oldest daughter paused and, honest to God, said something like: “ Dad, the government are kind of like the pigs on the farm, aren’t they…? Once they get to make the rules, they kind of twist things so that they always go their way”. So, I want to thank you, Mr. Abbott. You made me so proud of my daughter tonight that I want to cry. Mark Skanks Claremont Secondary School Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 5:39 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 21 comments: AllyMarch 6, 2012 at 8:43 PM Extremely well put! Please tell me you have send this to Mr. Abbott??? When will the "pigs" listen?ReplyDelete Ms. HendraMarch 6, 2012 at 9:18 PM I love this letter. I have shared it with many people, and just sent it to a friend who is the Math Department Head in Chilliwack, and a Claremont grad, too. Thanks to Mark for such a well-written letter. TannisReplyDelete 30daysofautismMarch 6, 2012 at 9:37 PM This is fabulous!! Thank you!ReplyDelete AmandaMarch 6, 2012 at 10:46 PM Credit should be given to Mark Skanks as author of this letter.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeMarch 7, 2012 at 8:51 AM I did not originally include Mark's name because I hadn't asked his permission to do so. Since the cat is out of the bag anyway, I will add it now.Delete Ms. OhanaMarch 7, 2012 at 10:23 PM your challenge is not useless, they just want us to think it is... but the very fact that they have to address us and our challenges means they hear us loud and clear.... at the end of the day.. remember you still have your vote.... make it hurt the same way they've hurt usDelete Reply SDMURPHY3March 6, 2012 at 11:22 PM Thank you for putting into words how I feel about the future of education in this Province. I moved my family here from Quebec to avoid the French controversy and give my children a better chance. I am very proud to say my daughter is an excellent teacher, but she like many of you good ones is thinking of moving on. I guarantee you if they pass Bill 22 I will vote anything but Liberal in 2013. Your daugther, God bless her, is absolutely right.ReplyDelete SabrinaBaileyMarch 6, 2012 at 11:53 PM Mark, I would not be where I am today if you hadn't taken me on as a practicum student. I watched you pour your heart and soul into your students - and me. Please do not leave, the kids at Claremont need you! The government should be the ones who buckle, not us. I am teaching 2 classes of 30 for "Essentials Math 10" (AW 10) and I cannot believe how much class sizes have exploded, even in the short time between my own high school years and my teaching career. I logistically cannot give my students the help they need in the time I have, and it is ludicrous to believe such a short time ago they would literally have had twice the amount of time per person, per day (assuming a class size under 15). I had a student drop out of school last week due to lack of attendance due to giving up, which I would like to argue is largely due to being pushed through a broken system for so long. Behind that child I have a long list of kids at risk to do the same... is this the kind of future our government has in store for our kids? Every kid who is withdrawn from my school breaks my heart because I know their educational system (not their teachers) has let them down. Sabrina Bailey North Peace SecondaryReplyDelete UnknownMarch 7, 2012 at 8:23 AM Thank you so much for this eloquent letter, Mark. I've sent it to my MLA because we have the same issues in Chilliwack and the rest of the province. Jody Raabe Mount Slesse Middle School, SD33ReplyDelete EleanaMarch 7, 2012 at 7:34 PM Thank-you for your passionate words... I will be sharing them with my colleagues. Eleana P. Citadel Middle School, SD43ReplyDelete lrnalotMarch 8, 2012 at 12:05 AM In sum, the short term gains touted by proponents of Bill 22 will result in even more disenfranchised youth, deeper and longer lasting negativity toward the Liberal Government and Politics in general, and more teachers applying for disability or leaving BC outright. Thanks for speaking so eloquently to these important issues.ReplyDelete Richard AustenMarch 8, 2012 at 2:06 AM I am also a BC teacher - now teaching in Hong Kong. I have floated the idea on facebook a few times but I will say it here. The government's tactic of the fines is to essentially stop a teacher walk-out. Strikes are illegal. The way to circumvent this action by the government is to organize teachers to hand in their resignations "en masse" including all TOCs (for which I was one). I'll grant you this is somewhat dangerous high stakes game to play - but it is one that must be played if Bill 22 goes through as that bill is a union busting bill anyway. The government can't fine someone who quits their job. We'll call it the "organization" rather than the BCTF and if government wants teachers back they'll have to talk to the BCTF - err "the Organization." It takes something along this drastic action to save the teaching union in BC because I can tell you something right now - the government does not care the least bit about these letters - they don't care about marches in Victoria - The Liberals are sitting back and laughing that they just saved three days of salaries and heating bills for all the schools. Their voters (which is the majority) support crushing the Teaching union despite all the chatter we see on facebook and other social media - we may get support from those friends but those ore OUR friends who arguably ore of similar mindedness on issues like this. I suspect the vast majority of Liberal voters want the Union to die. So it's time to stop the letter and the appeals to the liberal "heart of gold" and realize that that heart is ice. It's not the time to send in the BCTF Poodle to fight the Liberal T-REX - it's time to play some serious hardball - 40,000 teachers resign - effective the day after Spring Break ends. You want the teachers back - you hire them all back under the BCTF union (ie as if there was no resignation).ReplyDelete Replies AlexMarch 9, 2012 at 11:08 AM This is called (or is similar to) 'work-to-rule' (which I believe is what's been done so far...) Yes. It is worth this.Delete Reply RommelMarch 8, 2012 at 11:36 AM Hi, I found this blog once, then lost it. Took me forever to come back and find it. I wanted to see what comments you got. Nice blog by the way.I must take this opportunity to write to you from my heart.I Really enjoyed your blog.I have never read such a wonderful article. Resignation Letter ReplyDelete alientoinquirytooMarch 8, 2012 at 9:18 PM Dear Tara Ehrcke, You have stolen the words and ideas from my mouth! I could not have put it any better and I am the first one to sign up for your letter writing campaign. I have thought for a long time that our only recourse is to resign en-masse or all take stress leaves at the same time, either way there is no way that they win! Thank you for this... Andre KozakReplyDelete Replies alientoinquirytooMarch 8, 2012 at 9:26 PM I guess I should thank Tara for posting this and Mark for the writing and Richard for the ultimate solution! Thanks...Delete Reply alyxpottsMarch 9, 2012 at 7:59 AM "You may say good riddance – we can find someone cheaper than you to do the same job. But I dare you to say that to my students. That is a challenge that perhaps I could make." I had Mr.Skanks for math last year and he's amazing. So I think if you said those things to us "the students" we'd have a lot of kind words about Mr.Skanks and his teaching abilities/wisdom. And quite the opposite of "kind words" for you putting him and all our other teachers through all this.ReplyDelete AlexMarch 9, 2012 at 11:07 AM Brilliant letter! Well put! Passing it on!ReplyDelete Mrs.BMarch 12, 2012 at 9:50 AM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Mrs.BMarch 12, 2012 at 9:51 AM THANK YOU! Well said - I will be sharing this with colleagues in Burnaby & Surrey. Avril Broekhuizen Chilliwack Secondary, SD33ReplyDelete Mrs. D. ThiesenMarch 12, 2012 at 9:59 PM I've shared this on twitter. I was a top university student as well and encouraged to go into medicine but chose teaching...I love teaching, but did I make a mistake? I'm so insulted.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ▼  March (12) Bill 22 and Class Size/Class Composition BC Liberals: You reap what you sow... From public to private: a subtle path What is this dispute about? Putting equity last, a... Walk out pamphlet - arguments for full withdrawal ... Teachers debate a response to Bill 22 Lessons from the US - when unions don't strike to ... Lessons from history - legislation and illegal str... How do teachers defeat Bill 22? Critical thinking and Bill 22 - A teacher rebuts G... What is this strike about? A moving letter from a ... Public education - Christy: it's about equality ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7082,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 1, September 2005 Looking back 70 years agoOn every hand today, throughout our school systems, there is evidence that Education is becoming scientific. Much is heard of scientific tests, scientific measurements, and scientific curriculum building. Maria Montessori has said that "Education is now passing from the philosophical into the scientific stage, as medicine did 1500 years ago." Scientific thinking, as such, is not new, but it has only recently been applied to education because only in comparatively recent years has the study of the human mind developed into a science, namely, psychology. The BC Teacher, Sept. 1935 50 years agoIt would be a wonderful thing perhaps if you could really find the time and energy to see to the emotional adjustment of our children, along with the state of their fingernails, their respect for authority, the condition of their teeth, their ability to play basketball, their manners, their skill at finger-painting, wood-carving, and the slide trombone, and the weekday aspects of their search for God. But you can’t and weren’t intended to. You are grossly unfair to yourselves when you consent to be judged not merely as teachers but as foster parents, amateur psychiatrists, juvenile-court judges, athletic coaches, and lay preachers. The BC Teacher, Sept./Oct. 1955 30 years agoIt is normally assumed that during primary school years children are motivated to achieve what teachers and the school system offer as proper goals, and one of these goals, of course, is the best grade. Our study suggests that typical grading as carried out in B.C. at present is not only failing as a motivator for a significant proportion of students, but acts as a deterrent to learning because it is providing them with a yardstick by which they may aspire to relatively low levels of achievement. And, perhaps least unexpected, but most depressing, it seems likely that already by age seven, social class has influenced students so much and in such ways that their attitude toward scholastic achievement and the school system’s rewards discourages their ability to be successful within the system. The BC Teacher, Sept./Oct. 1975 10 years agoSomewhere in Victoria there must be an "I" generator–a computer program, created for the Ministry of Education. A description of a major education program initiative is fed in, and the "I" generator spits out a name that starts with an I. That would explain the four "I"s of 1995–the IRP, the IP, the IEP, and the IT. These four significant ministry changes will affect teachers throughout the province. Teacher, September 1995 – Chris Bocking, Keating Elementary School, Saanich Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/BCTF-research.aspx?id=21959,BCTF>International student enrolment and tuition in decline, January 31, 2011  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development BCTF-Research Archives 2012-13 2011-12  2010-11  2009-10  2008-09  Home > Publications > BCTF Research > BCTF-Research List > 2010-11 Archives International student enrolment and tuition in decline Revenue from international student tuition fell in 2009–2010 for the second year in a row, dropping by $8 million from the previous year to hit $121 million. The number of international students dropped to 9,014 from a peak of 9,513. However, the impact varied from district to district. The district with the most revenue was Coquitlam with $14 million, followed by Vancouver, Greater Victoria, Surrey, Burnaby, and Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows. Relying on these revenues produces inequality in the province as only a small number of districts in Metro Vancouver and the Lower Island get most of the revenues. These revenues provide service on top of that funded by the province’s education grants. The district with the largest supplement is West Vancouver—tuition fees top up the provincial grant by 16.4%. Other districts with a top up of more than 5% are Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows, North Vancouver, Coquitlam, and Greater Victoria. Revenue from tuition is unstable, since it depends on global economic conditions as well as recruitment activities by school districts. Full details of provincial and district international student revenues are available at http://bctf.ca/uploadedFiles/Public/Publications/ResearchReports/2011-EF-01.pdf     Submitted by Larry Kuehn BCTF Research, lkuehn@bctf.ca January 31, 2011    Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "Gr8 event honoring Taiwan ROC w many friends @douglasbing @marvinhunt4bc @KerryLynneFindl @mhlchiu26 @prairiechinois http://t.co/85TUCQsbrI" @John_Yap - 05:40pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2014/09/tentative-agreement-yes-or-no.html?showComment=1410934916382,Staffroom Confidential: Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, September 16, 2014 Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Despite what I know was a herculean effort on the part of our bargaining team, I very much hope that BC teachers will vote no to the tentative agreement. After five weeks of strike, and twelve years of legal battles, this is not the deal that will restore sanity to public education and it is not a fair deal for teachers and students. Just as teachers in Saskatchewan rejected a deal to ensure a better outcome, I hope BC teachers will consider a no vote to let our team know we have to go back to the bargaining table. Class size, composition The agreement provided a modified LIF fund starting at $75 million per year and increasing to $85 by the last year. It is for teachers only, which will mean a slight improvement in Districts where sizeable portions were spent on Education Assistants or senior District staff rather than teachers. However, in an average size District like Victoria (20,000 students, 1,000 teachers), this will translate into about 5-10 more teachers. That is one for every five schools. To put it in comparison, Justice Griffin's judgement estimated the lost funding due to lost class size language at about $330 million in current dollars. (Read more here about the proposed Education Fund.) I heard so many teachers speak up about the need to ensure that we do not return to over-crowded classes when the strike ends. This agreement does very little to alleviate what is the most pressing issue. Throwing away the court victory The agreement provides a "reopener" in the event we win on appeal our class size language. What this means is that the language returns, but is not implemented until new language is negotiated. Without the actual implementation of the returned language, there will be very little incentive for the government to bargain it back. We would essentially be back in the very same position we are in today, with government trying to bargain it out and us trying to bargain it back in. In my opinion, even if we were legislated back to work we would be in a superior position. If we won the appeal the government would then be forced to implement the language. We are thus throwing away our historic court victory and the bargaining pressure it potentially creates. The reopener is really only mildly less offensive than E80. In both cases, we have to bargain back what was illegally taken from our contract and the government will probably never have to restore it. In fact, the "reopener" creates the perfect opportunity for government to lock us out to try and force us to agree to something far inferior. Throwing away the remedy for the last twelve years The agreement provides $105 million to compensate for grievances over-sized classes for the last twelve years. Using Justice Griffin's estimates, our loss is roughly $300 million times 12 = over $3 billion. I cannot fathom how $105 million is a fair compromise. The BCTF's original proposal to put this money back into the system was a more fair and productive approach. This agreement means we can no longer go to the courts for a fair remedy. Wages The agreement is very close to government's original offer. While I would be willing to accept this if the class size language was returned, teachers should not be taking such a significant monetary loss without the commensurate gain in working conditions. We have lost roughly 12% of our annual salary. We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut. Minimal improvements There are very minimal improvements in preparation time for elementary teachers (10 minutes per week), and TTOC daily rate. The TTOC daily rate change may depend on your grid placement. It could actually be a wage loss for long term TTOCs who are above category 5 and step 7. There is also $11 million in health and dental benefits. At 40,000 members, this is $275 each. Hardly worth consideration in the context of the rest of the agreement. What next? There are a variety of options if we vote no. We can continue the strike. We can choose to return to work and continue bargaining. We do not, and should not, accept an agreement that doesn't meet our needs and doesn't meet the needs of students and public education. When Saskatchewan teachers rejected the first deal which had 5.5% wage increases over four years, the second deal had 7.3% increases over four years. They have said this still isn't good enough. For us, our main issue is classroom conditions. We need to say this isn't good enough. The way to do that is to vote no. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 7:48 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 124 comments: Troy MooreSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:17 PM The EC recommendation states the open clause will be argued from restored language. However, selling our grievances for nothing as the 105 million is strike savings, is plenty of reason to vote no. Further, no composition caps, but a fund controlled by Superintendents is enough reason to vote no. Thursday I will vote no.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:06 PM Re-opener also says "education fund" in place until new language bargained, so old language can disappear forever.Delete Reply Mme RousseauSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:33 PM Government starved us to death hoping we'd vote yes to whatever deal they'd offer. Planned it from the start.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:07 PM We can sill choose (collectively) to return to work if we reject this deal. Many options.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:09 PM Great analysis, Tara! I think that returning to work would be a bad idea. This will frustrate parents more if they need to find new ways to deal with taking care fo kids. USe the money given to you by the other unions. I am a teacher who had to quit for stress over the terrible condition of work (split FI grade 4/5, several low LD kids with little support, one severe with no support, 2 gifted (no support), and a principal who expected me to teach 2 separate social studies AND science programs)Delete Reply Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:56 PM Good points by all but the gov't succeeded in starving my family out and completly breaking us. I will be voting YES and live to fight another dayReplyDelete Replies schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:21 PM 'Fight another day'? In the last twelve years that we have been pushing back against this government, never has the tide tide been so much with teachers, class size/composition, and public education - and never has the government been pushed back onto the ropes (especially with the call for binding arbitration). What 'other day' is being proposed that we wait for? Now is the time. Vote 'no' and give the BCTF bargaining team a renewed mandate to get a decent deal for students and teachers.Delete Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:10 PM "Another day" means to wake up and realize that 2more weeks means my family of 5 could lose our home. It means I will do all I can to recall Cc, Factbender, and other mla's, and maybe even having "a guy I know" have a chat with them. In year 1 of their reign, I don't believe they even know what "the ropes" are. I will vote YES ...for my family, and I can live with thatDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:12 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply Karen FergusonSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:03 PM Just a question: When the Saskatchewan teachers voted no, had they already been on strike for 5 weeks?ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM No. They are working with no contract. They are not on strike.Delete Shannon DavisSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:23 AM I am a Saskatchewan teacher. We are not on strike; we are currently in the conciliation process after voting "no" to 2 previous offersDelete Reply "Mama Rose"September 16, 2014 at 9:27 PM Can we truly return to work without agreeing and continue bargaining? When I suggested returning to work a few weeks ago, the answer was "being on strike puts pressure on the gov't and without pressure they have no reason to settle." And can you explain more how legislating us back would be better than agreeing to this deal? And finally, why would the BCTF executive put forward a deal that was not a good one?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:30 PM Because they need confirmation of the resolve of the membership to get something better. That is what a no vote does.Delete Reply Troylana MSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:28 PM some great points to ponder, tara......thinking thinking....ReplyDelete schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:43 PM If we vote 'no' to the tentative deal we still have options: We'd not have a contract. But we could... a) strike with full picket lines b) partially strike with phase 1 (work-to-rule) in schools c) partially strike with periodic/rotating job action d) continue negotiating e) return to work and re-escalate strike f) some/all of the above ReplyDelete Replies Caroline MackenzieSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:21 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:14 PM a) will expedite matters (I say less that 3 days)Delete Reply danabjornsonSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:05 PM I am thinking that a legislated, crappier contract would only be in effect for 2 years max (before elections...). If we take this offer, then we will be agreeing to this pseudo-E80. Should we win the court case (which we likely will), we will have to settle on the terms of the THIS negotiated contract which doesn't actually restore learning conditions; it simply allows for those conditions to be negotiated. If we say n, then we default to the 2002 contract, which DOES restore the language. A "yes" vote is saying that we are good on "crumbs"; a "no" vote is saying we want an actual meal. That's my understanding, anyway. Please correct me where I am wrong, Tara. :)ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:44 PM And word is IF they legislate, they could opt to legislate back Grade 10-12 only causing the union to have to lay off all teachers and re-hire based on seniority. That will tear the union at the seams pitting teacher against teacher for those positions. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:17 PM There will be a general strike if that were to happen! They better not do this. They will regret it.Delete Reply imaginefunlearningSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:09 PM Some good points on the background of our fight over the past 12 years, which I have been actively engaged in; however we need to recognize the climate we are in. We are not in Sask. people! We have just come through a very long summer!! We need to thank our @bctf bargaining team & recognize the toll this has taken on all of us & our families. I don't have the luxury of more time on the strike line. This may be as good as it gets. Let's read the agreement and consider getting back to work and making some $ again! That's my 2 cents worth, which would come in really handy right now!!!ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:18 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply RobSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:11 PM Go back in work to rule mode. Work this winter to recall every Liberal MLA. ThAt is the only way to apply pressure to these criminals. ReplyDelete Replies Kate RestonSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:03 PM Recall! Not sure who won the battle but the war is still onDelete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:14 AM Well said Kate... I agree 100%Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:20 PM I think say NO and a better deal will be done in less than 3 days. These guys are not criminals, they are lower than that. I bet they get a sick pleasure in hurting the kids and the teachers.Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:31 PM An official recall is in the works: https://www.facebook.com/groups/316129595235450/?fref=ts Please consider joining.Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:26 AM Leah - do you honestly think anyone who voted BC Liberal did so thinking that they would act any differently on the education file?Delete Reply JJSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:16 PM I am glad to see other members who share my views. I am outraged at a 1.2 percent "raise" in salary per year that doesn't even meet inflation of currently 2%. I feel used and abused.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:23 PM Not to mention all of the other pittance! I am actually surprised that Iker asked teachers to vote on this! Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:18 PM Hi Tara Thanks for the summary! Will we be able to vote NO to the deal, but vote YES to returning to work? Will there be three options when we vote Thursday? Why did the BCTF agree to a substandard deal for us? If we vote no to a deal that was recommended to us, the teachers look like the bad guys and public approval will plummet. I am very disappointed and frustratedReplyDelete Replies KataSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:12 AM Public approval will not necessarily plummet. I have seen strikes where the membership has voted against the executive's "best results to date", and ended up with a better offer. This offer is an insult. The $300 million will not bring funding to the national average (I believe). More importantly, the wage offer is half of the average wage increase for public and private workers (StatsCan). Delete Reply MontySeptember 16, 2014 at 10:19 PM Thank you, Tara. My thoughts too, more clearly expressed. As well, Thursday is too soon to vote, too soon to vote, too soon to vote........ReplyDelete Richard ChalkeSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:21 PM Vote no and lose every shred of public support...just sayin!ReplyDelete Replies UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:31 AM I am a member of the public and would support a "no" vote. js!.Delete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:01 AM Richard Chalke, NO you won't! I am a mother with 3 adopted special needs children who need to be in a class that is designed for them and others like them (my kids are academically slightly delayed but their issues are more social and behavioural) where they can receive the education they deserve taught in a way they can comprehend. I will speak now for all the parents I know, and we will support the teacher's if they continue to fight for our children's best interest.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:28 PM It might not be pretty at first, but once we explain things (and I hope the Mandarin-speaking teachers flood the Richmond organization that voiced their concerns), they will back us. The 3 billions that the judge came to is the first I hear about. This should be stated to every newsmedia comment section in the province. Minimize pickets and flood those outlets with commenters, just like the Liberals do. Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:45 PM I am a member of the public and a single Mother of a child in the public school system. You will NOT lose one bit of my support if you vote no. I know that you are sacrificing so that my child can have a better education, and I am most grateful for it. Having said that, I also know that you are exhausted and broke. I have been dreading that you may have to settle for less than what you (we) deserve because the government succeeded in breaking you. I am not in your shoes, so cannot judge. If the vote is a yes, I understand and I am still behind you. Delete Reply Alison RocheSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:25 PM It is a crap deal. It's always a crap deal. Once you raise the stakes to striking, anything else is a cave in. The last time we walked out was the 3 day illegal strike where I threw away 1200$ and got EXACTLY the same contract I had the year before. The BCTF called it a win because they didn't rip up MORE of my contract. Ridiculous. There are a few of us that believe that working to contract, doing 100% of your teaching job and nothing more (like paying for supplies out of your own pocket or EC) is the only way teachers will survive this government. What if they get re-elected again? Then what? Teachers have lost thousands to these clowns to make "statements" about the state of public education in this province. We can't keep sacrificing ourselves and our families. And in the meantime, you talk to parents about why you have to take this crappy road. Because up until this strike they mostly didn't care about the state of education, but god forbid you didn't run a Sports Day. Then suddenly they wanted to know what the hell was going on. Keep the conversation going in schools. Attend your PAC meetings and stop enabling this govt to underfund and overwork the system. And still get paid!ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:20 AM I am very excited at the prospect of returning to my beloved job on Friday. However I will NOT continue to put my personal money into my classroom and I will be seriously reconsidering my involvement in extra curriculars. I think we shoot ourselves in the foot with all the unpaid work we so willingly volunteer to do. Delete Reply FCSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:38 PM I heard a rumour last week from a loose lipped government insider that after the 22nd, depending on the outcome of the negotiations the Liberals were going to announce a 3 step process. I was not clear if this was based on 3 steps to resolve the strike (perhaps the 3rd step is legislation??) or 3 steps to overhaul the education system, either way, they will settle it outright. I wish you all luck and all the information that you need to make a sound decision of what you feel is best.ReplyDelete Replies Lisa BurrowsSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:53 PM I have heard similar rumours. On the 23rd, the gov. was planning on introducing a $6000 per year voucher system for 3 choices: an academic or trades program, or something called EducationCanada. Not clear whether their intention was to privatize the public system, de-certify teachers and hire them back under new wage/benefits. Not clear where these rumours originated from. Maybe fear tactics to get teachers to vote yes. In any event, I plan on voting yes. I signed up to be a teacher, not a martyr. This strike has cost us a lot. We need to regain our livelihood and hopefully continue the conversation about class composition. We have at least awakened many people to the issue, and the court case is still an avenue that could eventually improve teaching and learning conditions.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:33 PM I urge all teachers to fight and say NO to this deal. Retired teacher who had to retire because horrendous work conditions. Make me proud. They will not last long if you say NO! I know this is tough, but there is money and I hear that Van City does offer loan at low to 0 %. Banks do allow you to miss a mortgage payment. Go talki to your banker.Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM Will school districts require teachers to make up missed days, as suggested in the media? Will the school calendar be changing to make up for the missed three weeks and if so will we be made aware of those changes PRIOR to the vote? ReplyDelete KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:41 PM "Wages..... We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut." And that is the cost of going on strike!!! There is nothing that can be done about that. You cannot go on strike and put up the raise you want every week to compensate for your time on strike - it doesn't work that way.ReplyDelete Replies Drew StevensonSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:59 AM I believe the missing "..." Suggests that they meant to refer to the losses against inflation since the last wage step increase. Thus this contract does not allow us to recover the buying power lost to inflation since the last non contract or "0%" year. Add those up and compare against the proposed increase and you see that by the end of the contract, we won't be able to afford the same value of goods (loaves of bread, watts of energy, litres of gas) that we could at the end of the last contracts term. It was not a comment about wages that were lost in the strike. Those are really small potatoes when compared to the grinding power of inflation over years and years. The next contract will use this latest for a bench mark so these losses to inflation will grind at all teachers for as long as they teach. A death of a thousand cuts to our ability to afford basic goods and services. Any raise less than inflation is a cut to the value placed on us and on our ability to pay our bills. Delete Reply Ed SSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:09 PM Having lost $20,000 (including summer school wages) as the single income for a family of five is far too much; I will be voting YES to the deal, unless the independently wealthy teachers out there who wish to continue the strike will pay my bills and mortgage for me.ReplyDelete Replies Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:14 PM I feel ya. Yes for meDelete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:18 AM Ed S. With all due respect (and I mean that), how did you lose $20,000 in the strike? Teachers were out 2 weeks (all out) before they were supposed to be in June, and now 3 weeks for the start of school? It is my understanding that teachers don't get paid through the summer months. Please correct me if I'm wrong, wherever I'm wrong. Shouldn't you have been financially alright for the summer months at least? Also all teachers knew this strike had a possibility of extending into the new school year but no one teacher budgeted for this possibility? I'm truly just trying to get a clear picture of where this all stems. NO disrespect intended.Delete BlairSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:12 AM Kelly, not Ed but if you look at the numbers there was the 10% lockout haircut in May/June plus the loss of most of June and the loss of much of September. In our 1 teacher (1 non) household we calculated a $9 K - $10 K loss so far. If you add summer school earnings you can easily make the loss in the $20 k zone. As for budgeting, we budget for the summer, but did not expect the 10% haircut, nor the loss of June/Sept days which completely messed our budgeting calculations. A very good friend (single teaching mother) was crushed by the loss of the June income and is without a penny today.Delete Mr. SmoothSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:35 PM The only one who didn't get a haircut was Jim Iker... and he needs one more than anyone else. What's with that over-coiffed 70"s mullet Jim? Does wonders for the BCTF brand image!Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:55 PM Jim's hair is not open for discussion in a respectful space like this. As for his salary, he is a teacher who does not get paid when we are on strike.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:04 PM Totally agree!Delete Reply Mr. GSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:24 PM If I thought they could do any better I would agree with voting NO, but you have to be realistic. The BCTF does not use professionals to bargain and always ends up with much less than they promise the membership when asking for a strike vote. While this is not a great deal for teachers, I really think you're fooling yourself if you think it'll get any better.ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:02 AM BCTF needs to be replaced with younger more adept representatives and advocates. Also, we should be hiring professional contract negotiators - you don't go into battle with cut throat corporate types with a wooden knife. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:37 PM This is BAD deal! Say NO to it and show those (expletives) that we will not take it anymore! Come on! Show them that teachers have a spine! They will respect us, oddly!Delete Reply retaSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:51 PM I agree with Richard. Those in the public that are uniformed would be furious, and there are many teachers who just can't afford to use their wages as their voice any longer - too much has already been donated to the government. In my opinion, the deal is pretty lame. I am sitting on the fence.ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:24 AM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:26 AM So true!!! I cannot afford to fight this battle for public education any longer. Why is this my personal and professional obligation??? However I think this deal is weak weak weak. I also think its the best we are going to get. Ideologically I'm on the fence but my wallet will vote YES.Delete Reply SirThinksToo MuchSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:54 PM My wife and I will be voting "Yes" on Thursday for it is the middle path. The easy path would have been for us to go back to school with E-80 & E-81 over our heads. The difficult path would be for us to vote "No" and put our mortgage at risk and having to continue asking retired parents for handouts to feed a family with three kids. The middle path is the wisest choice for us considering the current political climate in which those who do not teach are the quickest to judge it harshly.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:41 PM I understand that this is really tough for you! I almost died teaching a few month ago. I had to quit. Please consider holding on and say no. Remember the short loss in salary will be offset in the LONG-RUn by better salary increase. This is a joke! They will be laughing at you even more if we accept this. This is a very bad deal! However, I do respect your position!Delete Reply DaleSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:16 AM Why would classroom conditions be better on October 9th after being legislated back? We have been outplayed because of our stubborn refusal to outdated, tired old tactics. It is because of these actions that have led us to this terrible deal. Time to reset, regroup and stock up for the long haul. Can't do it if half the members commit hara kiri on themselves. We are a union of professionals not a cult. ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:49 AM Could not agree more.Delete schreck!September 17, 2014 at 9:44 AM Could you please advise which tactics you believe could have been used to secure a superior deal?Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:47 AM Full disclosure: I'm a BC Liberal supporter. The only people who would benefit from a NO vote are the BC Liberals. Teachers would be bargaining with no leverage whatsoever and would be viewed by a large segment of the population as unreasonable. The BC Liberals then get portray themselves as the only party capable of dealing with the BCTF. schreck! says that the BCTF has the government on the ropes, but he couldn't be farther from the truth. The government wants people to view the BCTF as their primary opponent. Disputes like this just shore up the BC Liberal base and protect its right flank. Any half-baked recall campaign will only reinforce that. It's true teachers aren't going to recoup the lost wages from the strike. I would suggest to you that that means this job action was probably not in teachers' interests, especially without any sort of appreciable strike fund. This is the best deal teachers were ever going to get with this government and people should have been able to recognize that in June. If you want my advice (which you probably don't), it would be to spend the next 5 years building up a strike fund, electing better leaders, and hiring a professional negotiating team. Don't bring a knife to a gunfight and expect things to go well. Focus on getting the best deal you can from whoever the government is rather than trying to change the government, the HST, Kinder Morgan or a thousand different issues that distract from education and erode the union's finances further. You'd be doing yourself a favour, and probably doing the NDP a favour at the same time. Also, if schreck! is David Schreck, you can thank his opposition to STV for the last two BC Liberal majorities. I know I do.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:11 PM One step would be to stop making political contributions to the NDP. This only contributes to the childish animosity and lack of trust that has constantly characterized negotiations. How else can the Socreds/Liberals view teachers except as enemies when they so publicly support their opponents. This stupid confrontational immature approach has to STOP!!!!! Education should not be a political fight when it is so obviously a valuable benefit to our society. It was an NDP government that legislated teachers back to work in 1993. Stop making education a political fight.Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:10 PM I don't think they have to go that far. CUPE and the Nurses still contribute to the NDP yet they don't have the same acrimonious relationship. CUPE and the Nurses just make their members their priority, and broader advocacy second.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:55 PM Ryan (possibly a Liberal paid commenter), with all due respect, I disagree with you. The cumulative increase in lieu of this will be better. Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can. I say to Iker, ask for 6% over 3 years because these people love to play the 15% over 15 year game to make it so big on the surface. Some people think that this is 15% every year. Believe me! I have seen it in comment sections. Others believe that the 15% is too high not understanding that they must divide things over the duration of the contract. It is time that we play it smarter. It is time to put the foot down and ask for money given to us by other unions, if it is needed. Banks can accept one late mortgage payment. It would be suicidal for them to not help. Imagine the possible damage if that ever leaks out. They could lose a lot in teacher money. I for one would pull my money out of a bank in support! Teachers are going to show this government that we have a spine! Enough is enough! Aren't you tired of being treated like kids? (Retired teacher who almost died in a car accident because of work conditions that were horrendous. I had to quit.)Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 AM Not paid by the BC Liberals. I pay them actually... :/ I imagine astroturfers of any affiliation wouldn't disclose their bias. "Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can." How did that work in May 2013? If the teachers reject a contract that their own union endorsed, it will make teachers seem unreasonable. Whether that perception is true or fair is irrelevant. It's what will happen, and teachers will be weaker as a result. Take my advice. Build up a strike fund and focus on the internal governance of the BCTF for the next 6 years. You'll be better off for it. Or not. I don't mind you or others making it easier for the party I support to get elected. I'd just rather not see kids and teachers hurt in the process.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:37 AM Ah! The "don't-hurt-kids" card, hey, when you have underfunded education for 12 years! WOW! That takes the cake! Are your trolling? Oh! You are serious? :) Would you be surprised if I don't follow your advice, considering your lack of logic? Would you be surprised if others don't follow your advice? It is ttue that bullies like you and your ilks love to show who is the boss, who is the teacher now! I suspect that is at the root of the problem! No one wants to fail in school! No one wants to get the strap! Sad that today's teachers don't like it too! But, who cares, we are ... teachers! We deserve it! BAH! BAH! BAH!Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:22 PM That's fine. I look forward to another 16 years of BC Liberal government.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:41 PM 16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate! Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan! Sociopaths do that!Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 9:35 AM "16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate!" 16 years of our opponents still don't understand why they lost. Like I said, that's fine with me. If I said the Liberals would be in power for at least another 13 years back in 2004 you probably would have laughed too. Heck, if I told you on May 13 last year that the BC Liberals would be reelected on May 14 you'd probably have laughed too. And you were wrong. Why is that? Answer that question if you want the NDP to win the next election. Without a correct answer to it, the NDP's cause is hopeless. "Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan!" You feel they are flawed, and that's fine. I don't go around calling people who disagree with me sociopaths, nor do I accuse them of being paid shills. But I also don't feel much need to address your ad hominems. There are logical arguments to support your position, but argumentum ad hominem is not one of them. It's a textbook logical fallacy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 1:15 PM Ah! Now I get it! It is all ego-based! You think because you voted the winning party that you are a winner and we are losers! You think because you predicted that the Liberals would win, you are winner. That does not make YOU a winner or the Liberals! It is called DEMOGRAPHICS, you expletives. The baby boomers are getting old and because they have more assets and won't make a whole lot more for too long, they need to vote a govn't who is going to do just that! It is not rocket science! WOW! You think you are so superior when your party stole an election with 47% of the popular vote. That's not a majority and your party should not have been elected. BTW, did you delete from your ethical memory the words Ethnic voting scandal? The field is slanted and you know it. However, you are so willing to minimize, forget the scams and bad fairplay tactics like a sociopath is allowed to minimize or ignore his or victims emotions that you don't see that you are the loser, we are the victim of your constant bullying. 1% wage increases after years of 0% increases and you can justify that when Yahoo reports that the average Canadian can hope to get 2.5% this and next year: https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html You Liberals behave like fascists, but we can't call you that because that's not allowed! Well! Guess what? It is and you are. Live with it! You keep on dreaming you are a genius! :) I am retired, getting soon a nice pension, and laughing at you from a beach somewhere! AHAHA! Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 2:14 PM What's with the name calling Peter? For someone claiming to be retired you really don't show the wisdom of age. For someone who talks about logic, you use logical fallacies like ad hominems a lot too. It's a fair point that the BC Liberals didn't get a majority of the vote (and I'm a very big supporter of electoral reform). The BC Liberals + Conservatives did though, and I don't think it's realistic to expect the BC Conservatives to have been more generous had they been part of government. Last time I checked I just voted. I didn't "victimize" anyone. Perhaps your rage is misplaced. If you think the election was "stolen" I'm afraid I have to question your grasp on reality though. "Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?" I'm glad you'll have a pleasant retirement Peter. I have no ill will towards you. I'm not sure why you think I do. I'm not saying people were *right* to vote BC Liberal. That's a matter of opinion. All I'm saying is people *did* vote BC Liberal. More voted BC Liberal than BC NDP for the last 5 elections in a row actually. You need to understand why that happened in order to change it for the next election. Clearly you're not interested in that though. Which is fair enough. Just remember next time you're upset about something the BC Liberals do that your lack of interest is part of why the BC Liberals get elected at all.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 3:23 PM I love your culture --or the lack of thereof! Guess what, stop thinking averybody is white and must follow your little rules. Namecalling? Sociopath? Whaaaat? And, what if you are? Still can't call you that? :) You fascist right-wingers are big on censorship! I just don't like you giving us lessons on how to get the NDP in. As stated, people are voting right of the NDP because it is a matter of demographics and a little ethnic vote buying on the side. The rest is mumbo jombo. Yes, of course, they will have to go on strike in the future and yes they will have to build a strike fund. The Liberals stole that from the BCTF too! And, you wonder why I don't have any respect for them? Yes, electoral reform is needed! We agree!Delete Reply JJ GeorgeSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:46 AM As a parent, I support the teachers and respect whether they choose to vote yes or no. However I noticed a discrepancy here from other information I've read regarding prep time for elementary teachers. Here it states minimal improvement to prep time - only 10 minutes per week being added. Elsewhere I read that it is 100 minutes per week for prep, increasing by an additional 10 minutes in the final year. That is a significant difference, and worth noting. Or have I completely misunderstood?ReplyDelete Replies Anne-MarieSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:59 AM Elementary teachers currently have 90 minutes of preparation time per week so an increase to 100 minutes per week is only gaining 10 minutes. In other provinces and some private schools they have as much as 45 minutes of prep time per day.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:56 PM Thank you for inquiring!Delete DW ZSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:57 PM You're right JJ George. There is a significant difference around the province regarding preparation times. In my district elementary teachers currently get 100 minutes of prep time. This new proposal is useless to me. I'll have to wait 6 years to gain an extra 10 minutes. Delete Reply UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:11 AM Almost nobody gets cost of living adjustments. Also inflation is NOT 2%. Do some research and look at the CPI for BC over the last 24 months. The average over the last 2 years is 0.7%, not 2%. The CPI changes every month so you cant just look at the highest month and declare that THE inflation rate. Check out the 12 month averages document for the actual numbers. http://www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/StatisticsBySubject/Economy/ConsumerPriceIndex.aspx All that being said I support the teachers. if you think this is a bad deal as a parent my dream would be for the teachers to vote no but continue bargaining because I do think the kids need to be in school and I do fear that the teachers will lose all support if the strike continues. All I ask as a parent is that you do your own research and try not to be swayed by all the opinions. ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:01 AM Inflation for August was 2.1% (http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/economy/cpi-report-expected-to-reveal-rise-in-canadas-core-inflation-rate/article20593943/). The CPI is a year-over-year calculation.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:43 AM Inflation should be looked at as a yearly average, not an individual month.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:34 PM The lawyers do not believe we have compromised our court deal. Our leadership would not have sold us out. We dodged a bullet. The Premier had something loaded even if we are not sure what it was. The idea that we could simply return to work is not guaranteed. I think a no vote could easily lead to the Liberals locking us out again because the Premier wants to crush us and she will use any excuse. She did not want to take the advice of her people and do this deal. I am certain a plan for drastic action (where we have to take the concessions they had planned) or worse - was in place. We can't guarantee the press will do any better job explaining the complexities should we say no. They rarely sided with us in markets outside of Vancouver where people are more political and they often misled or allowed others to mislead. They are not helping and would sensationalize. This would see dissolution of support very quickly - especially if we asked for wages. (Though admittedly it angers me that we can't ask for wages without being accused of being greedy when that is what most bargaining units do). But we have argued this is about kids and while this is not ideal - it is better to have teachers than not. The deal does suck in that it does not bring us to par - but this fight needs to be won with a strategy that is political and capacity will do that in another round. We have some support - but it is limited to the choir. We need to have the pews too. We need to build that capacity while working and continue to find allies because the fight is bigger than most people want to consider. This is about ideology and about privatization. Education always was political but never more so than now and we have to fight this party or the conservatives who would do the same or worse. No teacher who is responsible can ignore the politics any longer. That is simply the truth. If you work in the system you better get informed and you better be prepared to fight until retirement for the system. That said, I want to ask the same question others are asking: Why is this the job of 42,000 teachers and not the job of all citizens who want equality to fight for this right? It is time (while the conversation is still on-going and up to and including election night) for us to guide the public where we can but mainly play our part by not propping the system up. Make poverty known. Make noise about shortfalls, ask questions (in the media or in board offices ) about who is going to fix it instead of paying ourselves, volunteer some but wait for the pubic to step up so they see what schools lack. I hate the deal too. But I trust Vince Ready and Iker and I don't think we could have done better right now. I think we dodged a bullet because I have read everything this government has put out and followed the trail. They plan to privatize and they are just looking for the route. Voting YES for now does not mean we are giving up. It does not mean a win in the way we wanted but we have won a battle that will lead to us winning the war. If we don't rest up and stock up we might not get there.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:57 PM Well, if it is bigger than just this battle, then we will need ALL the unions to strike if they do indeed use drastic (draconian) measures. I say it is time for ALL of the unions to call a general strike. I guarantee that they will not like that one bit. What will they do then? Call the army? :) People in Europe, at the end of the 19th century stood up in mines. General strikes do occur in Europe and have. If you think you had it tough, think of them who stood tall for US in tougher times and conditions. Make sacrifices. Sell furniture. Tutor on the side. Ask for the BCTF money. Ask your banker to help. As friends and relatives. If we say NO, it won't last long. If they legislate us back, let's call a general province-wide strike of all unions. Delete Reply Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:47 AM Between CC's smug smile as she celebrates slaughtered teachers and Jim Iker's goofy grin - seemingly unaware that he has been a willing puppet, I am thoroughly disgusted. Over the next 5 years, teachers will be in an increasingly bad situation financially, classrooms will continue to be too large and complex with increasing medical, social and environmental issues impacting academic delivery. It could not be less obvious that things will continue to worsen. The Liberals have ensured that BC is rapidly becoming the Canadian Monaco for rich off shore interests and wealthy corporations. Soon the underpaid "workers" will have to be bussed in daily to Vancouver - Asian style. The only recourse is to move to just about any other province and bring in up to $100,000 more over the six years with much less cost of living. So we are bailing, encouraged by friends who have gotten positions in Manitoba and Alberta. My colleagues and I discovered through contacting several school boards across Canada that specialist (special needs and behavioural) and secondary science teachers are in particular demand. I want to work in a professional, respectful environment where the needs of all children are considered a priority and where I feel inspired to do my best. However, I want my vote to reflect the wishes of teachers who will be here over the next 6 (5) years, so very much appreciate your blog and opportunity to read the comments.ReplyDelete Bert SlaterSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:11 AM To vote YES will throw away 12 years of effort, and 2 victories in BC Supreme Court. To vote YES will be to snatch defeat from the jaws of victory. If you vote YES what bargaining power do you think you will have - the government will do nothing, and then what do you think you will do - take job action? PLEASE VOTE NO.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:59 PM Time to show you have a spine!Delete Reply RodSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:06 AM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Cool HandSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 AM Wouldn't a 'No' vote be a vote of no confidence in the BCTF itself?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:02 AM Not at all. It is just a message to the leadership we need to do better. The strength of the union is the members, and we support the leadership by giving them direction through democratic means.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:40 PM I disagree. How else can a recommendation by the EC to vote yes be interpreted? Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:00 PM I am sure people will interpret this both ways, but it is a vote. If it is supposed to be a "Yes", because it might be interpreted one way, then why bother having a vote?Delete Kate TSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:07 AM Yes , it would be. I don't think we could come out much better than this with this government. How will a No obtain that? Christy will be happy, she can declare the BCTF gone and roll out her plan to privatize. Delete Reply David DeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:06 AM A no vote would be a rejection of a the court victories defied by the government and an inadequate deal containing some vague promises that won't meet the needs of teachers or students on class size and other important issues.In Ontario elementary teachers get 200 minutes of prep time per 5 day cycle. I know there is financial hardship, but the union has received close to $2 million in donations from other unions; is there no way of accessing hardship funds? At minimum, vote no and return to work on work to rule with various strike options.ReplyDelete Erica JonesSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:25 AM This article actually makes me so mad. It is NOT better for the kids that they have missed almost all of june and all of september. This is what you signed up for in BC as a teacher. Get on board or GET OUT.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:20 PM Is this really what teachers signed up for? At my high school, each class has about 30 kids, with an average of 17 kids per classroom with an identified learning disability. Our district says that there should be no more than 4 kids per classroom.. How do you expect non-specialist teachers to help each student when over half of them require more resources because of a learning disability? Furthermore, are you generalizing the "better-ness" to all the kids in BC? Because I don't think that it would be better if kids went back considering the learning environment isn't up to par. There are barely any Education Assistants, and support teachers for the multitude of children who need them. While I recognize and appreciate your enthusiasm for education, please realize that the public school system isn't a daycare. Also, please think about your words and the learning environment prior to speaking out. By the way, we're not an autocracy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:08 PM I can understand your frustration! Understand mine! I almost died at 7:30 pm one night returning from teaching a FI split class with several students who did not get enough support or no support at all. The principal expressed to me that he expected me to teach 2 different social studies programs and 2 different science programs. ANYONE I talked to knows that this is impossible to do, especially in French Immersion when kids get no support at home and books are often too hard for students to read. I had to quit my job. I did it for me and did it for the kids. I was like a surgeon who is asked to operate on 5 patients with an old scalpel with 2 inexperienced nurses. Predictably, 4 patients would die and I would be reprimanded! Teachers are put in terrible conditions and kids too. I hope you have the openmind to consider the reality of this honest personal anecdote. I also wish you to understand that this is likely not an isolated incident. What will it take? A kid to commit suicide because he or she is not getitng enough support?Delete Reply hilarySeptember 17, 2014 at 10:29 AM It is incorrect to equate lost funding with what the teachers would have received in grievances. The two are not equivalent. The starting position of the BCTF was $225M, so they never expected $3B to resolve grievances. I'm also interested to know where you get your figures on overcrowded classrooms. A recent Globe and Mail article says that classrooms are, on average, smaller than the caps set in 2002.ReplyDelete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:36 AM The signing bonus should be roughly $2500 each: 105 million divided by 41 thousand.ReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:53 AM It is not that simple. The $105 million is to be allocated by the union. The term "signing bonus" has been crossed off on the signed document. Some of that money may be used to pay union debts. Don't know this but clarification would be useful.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:16 PM Just quoting from the CBC news website, "And finally there are details of $105-million fund to settle grievances stemming from the ongoing court case. The BCTF says that money will be given out as a signing bonus, with specific amount yet to be determined."Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:34 AM I think it would be smart to put at least part of it into your strike fund.Delete Reply WheelsSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:55 AM If the money is used as a signing bonus, it should be based on FTEReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:12 PM Yes I am sure it will be based on FTE. The question is how much of the $105 Million is actually distributed. This is up to the union, and I am told that it is yet to be decided.Delete GuruSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:44 PM And don't forget all the retired teachers who are entitled to a share of it.Delete Reply Geoff OrmeSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:18 PM In another discussion of this someone suggested that under BC Labour Law a no vote means rejection of the proposed deal, and that means the strike continues until either: - the union in question elects to stand down - another tentative deal is presented or - the government imposes a legislated contract. I think the last of these is the most likely, and I believe the legislated contract would be draconian and brutal. What do you think, Tara? Also, I would appreciate your thoughts on Sandy Garossino's comments at https://storify.com/Garossino/should-teachers-accept-the-contractReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:14 PM If this is so, in a few month (likely a couple of years), teachers will win so much more with a Supreme Court judgment! It is possible that the Liberals know that the higher courts are stacked by Liberal judges (that is what happen when judges are chosen, not elected). In any case, a negative settlement (or not a great judgment) will galvinize the public to reform the way the Supreme court judges are being chosen. I doubt that any govn't will want that to happen. A legislated contract will make the LIbs look like sociopaths and dictators.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:47 PM Peter I think you are expecting far too much from the public, many of whom are only paying attention to this matter due to kids being home from school. The public are not remotely this savvy on the political process.Delete Reply IslanderSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:09 PM I am a continuing education teacher. We have it even worse and we are not listened to enough about our poor conditions. Those include no prep time (and we do have to mark and do report cards many times a year sometimes and commonly for 30 students in a class), travelling to different schools with no compensation, and having next to no breaks in between 3 hour classes. I worked for two years with no lunch break and taught 6 hours straight (just 15 min. breaks) to be told, "don't complain since there are others who will do it". We then got 15 min. breaks in between classes. Most of our students are wealthy immigrants, many who try to stay in classes as long as possible since the classes are free. After spending a year in Germany, I realize how better organized it is where the immigrants pay to learn the language on a sliding scale, and have to pay for a student book as well for each class. We do not even have text books, but photocopy so much at tax payers' expense. This is not right. I then teach summer school since we were not on a 12 month continual salary and most of those students are also immigrants (at least 75%). This is also free and it is becoming so common and the new immigrants know this is free babysitting and tutoring. I think one main problem is that we have so many new immigrants in our classes who need ESL like this article states about our inclusion style of education nowadays: http://www.vancouversun.com/life/Shelley+Fralic+trouble+with+schools/10203596/story.html I am honored to be teaching and like my job, but it does get exhausting especially since I need two or three jobs to pay the mortgage that I now no longer have.. back to renting since it all I can afford in this city that has become so expensive. And many don't realize that it is very very difficult to get to full time work as a teacher here. There was a formula that made it take about 10 years to get to f/t (now finally changed). I have been without pay for 3 months, and now had to finally rent a place in anticipation of returning to work, so I have to vote "yes", but please keep the comments coming for what alternatives we have. Maybe we have to just educate the public in a better way than picketing; maybe get out and walk around malls and talk to people and hand out pamphlets on how this liberal government is hurting this. Most Asians (probably just the new who are from such a different system) are already against the teachers since they do not seem to understand what is going on. http://www.vancouversun.com/Business/asia-pacific/Chuck+Chiang+Many+Asian+families+place+blame/10202757/story.htmlReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:17 PM First of all, myn thoughts are with you! I think your ideas about using different strategies is smart. Picketing is not a very good strategy to let people know about things. I think using the membership to flood media comment sections would be more effective. Going to talk to the public might be a good idea along with this, I think. Phone the BCTF and ask for support.Delete Reply Marsha HolleySeptember 17, 2014 at 1:36 PM A teachers wife Vote no you have come to far to back down. It is a -----Y DEAL. ReplyDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:45 PM Ask yourself WHY teachers cannot get 1/2 of the average increase in salary of the private sector? (The Libs will tell you because there are sooooooo many teachers, but I also hear that there are provinces where there is a need for teachers!) TORONTO - A new study says that Canadians, on average, can expect about the same size salary increase next year as in 2014. Human resources consultants Pal Benefits says a survey of 401 organizations, mainly in Ontario, Alberta and British Columbia, projected salary increase for 2015 at an average of 2.79 per cent. That was almost unchanged from the 2.74 per cent average increase projected in last year's survey. Meanwhile, in addition to the average salary increase remaining relatively steady year over year, the survey found that the percentage of employers who plan to freeze salaries appears to have stabilized at eight per cent —in the same percentages as was projected in 2014. Breaking down the numbers further, the survey found the average salary increase anticipated in the engineering, financial services and high technology sectors was three per cent. That compared with an average of 2.5 per cent on the low end for organizations in durable manufacturing. https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.htmlReplyDelete "Mama Rose"September 17, 2014 at 9:12 PM I used to agree with you, Tara, and appreciate you bringing these items to your blog to get us all thinking. But after a very long night and day of research and discussion, I realize I will be voting yes tomorrow. Here is why: I don't care about salary or benefit increases. That is not why I went on strike. I don't care if this tentative deal is not good for teachers. That's not why I went on strike either. For me, the single most important issue is class size and composition. I want to work in a classroom where I have enough time and resources available to me to adequately help all the students I teach. And while it is true that this tentative deal will not change anything in the classrooms right now (or at least most of our classrooms), I realized that we couldn't actually make changes in that area because the issues of cs and c is before the courts. When I made that connection and realized that this round of bargaining was really about a "good enough" agreement regarding wages, then the deal seems, well... good enough. BUT, the best part, is the language the BCTF legal team made around the furture court decision (the re-opener). They have it in writing that if we win the court case (which is likely) and when we have to start bargaining class size and comp again (that is exactly what Justice Susan Griffin said we would have to do) we will be STARTING from the 2002 levels. To make this simple to understand, I explained it to my friends using a number line. With this new language, the BCTF starts the next round of bargaining at say a 50. The government will want us to go to 10 or 15, and we'll compromise and end up maybe 25. But WITHOUT that language, we would have started bargaining at a 10 and only gone down from there. So I do believe it is the best deal possible, it still factors in the biggest issue (from my perspective), we do not lose the important gains of the past, and most importantly, everyone gets to go back to school.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 PM Mam Rose, I appreciate your point of view and your courage. However, let me point out to you and the readers that a decision at the BC supreme court might not turn out the way teachers anticipate. We all know that judges are appointed and who does the appointing? "All justices of the BCSC (including the position of Chief Justice and Associate Chief Justice) are appointed by the federal cabinet, on recommendation of the Minister of Justice. Masters are appointed by the provincial cabinet, on recommendation of the Attorney General in consultation with the Chief Justice." (Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Supreme_Court_of_British_Columbia) Now, I would like to think that all of those people are objective, but they are appointed and we know that there are political appointments. They have a lot of discretion over the laws and judgments. I am willing to bet that the BC Liberals do know this and are betitng the farm (or do they know something we don't know) that the Supreme Courts are stacked against teachers? So, I am not sure if we can count on a WIN if we proceed with the court ruling. I think we would be better to negotiate and negotiate a better deal.Delete Reply retaSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:57 AM Yes...no...yes...no...The last two days have been this. I’ve read so many articles and comments over the past few months and, I can say, I have learned a lot. I know this is not a great deal for teachers right now. I will be voting yes. This is why… 1. The children. Without going into the multiple issues (e.g., grad, post secondary, trades, sports, global education/trips, planned activities, those with varying degrees of special needs, those that need a soft place to land, etc., etc.) the children need to get on with their education. 2. The parents. For many parents, this strike is a financial burden. We do not like to be called baby sitters, but for many living below the poverty line, school is a financial relief. Winter is coming; gas bills will be expensive. 3. Poverty. Remember, BC has the highest child poverty rate in Canada. Schools feed and clothe numerous children. 4. The other systems educators work collaboratively with. MFCD, CYMH, foster parents, group homes, and the multitude of non-profit agencies that support vulnerable children and families are bursting at the seams. We are a part of that team. 5. CUPE. While some have been paid during this strike, that money is coming from districts. It was not provided by the government. And, CUPE is a partner in education - from the bus drivers to the tech dept to custodians to secretaries to EAs and so on. 6. Small Businesses. In our little towns, the school district is the number one employer. There is a direct cause-effect relationship between loss of wage and loss of business. 7. Money. The amount of money that is needed to reverse the erosion of the public education system over numerous years cannot be recouped in one sitting. This agreement is a start. It’s not much but the stage has been set. 8. THE COURT CASE. That is why we were on strike. All the other stuff could have been resolved months ago, but our government was working hard to make the court case go away. Well, it still exists. I consider that the victory. We live to fight another day (as rhetorical as that sounds) AND I hope people actually read the ruling and think critically about how a loss could impact the future of the Charter of Rights, and the power of government to contravene those rights. I am guessing we will vote to ratify as so many fear “what’s next?” from this government. It’s nasty business, and I think legislation would be next. VALUING PUBLIC EDUCATION needs to come from a STRONG, CONSISTENT public voice. If we do ratify the agreement, and those in the profession and public think we've given up, we have not. We’ve been fighting for years. We just haven’t been heard… until now. ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:21 AM I understand your point of view, but sometimes you have to fight to get what you want. This is a VERY bad deal, considering: Other people get on average 2.5% salary increases last year and this year and the next and the rest of us get 1% and must feel happy if we do.? (https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html) THIS DEAL is a horrendously BAD deal for kids/parents as well, of course. We are going to continue to be humiliated and be the laughing stock of many people of this province. After a decade of paycuts, WOW, this is what they are willing to offer! WOW! WOW! WOW!Delete Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:30 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Reply Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:37 PM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:08 PM Let's cross our fingers! I think we need a general strike by all unions if CC legislates teachers back. It is time to put the foot down and tell her and the Liberals that, as in the movie Network,"I am mad as hell and I won't take it anymore!"Delete Reply Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 8:26 PM Needs help on some stats for an online debate Looking for the last 10 or 15 years of contractual salary increases in %. So, 1% for 2001, 0% for 2002,...ReplyDelete Children FirstSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:00 PM Well it's all done now. Really hope the teacher's can find another angle to deal with class size and composition as well as student funding. The government will make sure the coming court case never swings your way no matter what. 2nd most expensive place to live in the the world!!! Wonder why and where the money goes??? ReplyDelete AnonSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 PM I'm an outsider, but have followed closely this whole fiasco and this is a RAW deal. Your union hung you out to dry on this one - taking a really bad deal (clearly no one from the BCTF had rudimentary math skills in their toolbox) and then publicly encouraging to the media that teachers accept the deal....what choice did you have - a no vote would have outraged the public. I could go on and on, but the bottom line, in my opinion, is that your union better get some stronger leaders who are PR and technology savvy. Out with Iker and the rest of those who bargained on your behalf - they just got ......well , we know that happened. Whew, can't even believe how screwed you got, absolutely amazing - nothing meaningful gained in the big picture and only very minor gains for a small group of people, bigger losses for the majority.. Wow - I better stop now. Best of luck. Thanks for all you do for our children. ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ▼  September (9) Reflections on the BC Teacher Strike BC Teacher strike - Lessons learned Response to Sandy Garossino Will the Education Fund improve classroom conditio... Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Class composition: a human rights perspective Class size and composition - a short visual histor... Guest post - I WILL HOLD THE LINE Teachers - let your leadership know it is time to ... ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11154,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2002 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 14, Number 5, March 2002 Letter to parent advisory councils from a teacher by Chris Bocking I have been teaching at the elementary level in Saanich for 16 years. I have always been an active supporter of extra-curricular sports and activities, coaching indoor soccer, swimming, cross-country, and track and field. I have started chess clubs and even a Grade 5 band at one point. For the past few months, I have listened, with increasing frustration and anger, to your president repeat the BCPSEA line. Please listen to a real teacher, one who is in the "classroom" doing what he can for education. When we are discussing these issues at union meetings, the items that get the most interest from teachers concern class size and support for needy students. Oh, we deserve a salary increase, and we should get one, but we know that if BCPSEA has its way, especially with the draconian concessions it is seeking, the students in our classes will suffer. They will suffer. Is that not clear? Class-size language must be in our collective agreements. Only teachers have, over the years, pushed for smaller class sizes. Administrators have never fought for them, and government certainly has not been interested. We are speaking up for the children in our classes, and we feel intensely betrayed and upset that the provincial body that purports to speak for parents is not also speaking up for children. Your president is wrong when she says that the BCPSEA proposals will result only in a reallocation of resources, not a reduction. We can’t afford that kind of dangerous naiveté. Unless we have strict limits in our collective agreement, we will have larger class sizes and lower district ratios for learning assistance teachers, counsellors, and teacher-librarians. Teachers are angry. I can assure you that schools will most definitely not return to "normal" if legislation is passed that forces us to accept the regressive policies that BCPSEA would like to see in place. Please do the right thing and support the teachers in this dispute. Our objectives are the same. We should be on the same side. Chris Bocking teaches at Keating Elementary School, Saanich. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8684,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, Number 6, May/June 2004 Online education is not the same as homeschooling by Larry Kuehn Newspaper headlines claiming that religious materials have been banned for B.C. homeschooling are wrong. No government policy—new or old—limits the resources parents can use to homeschool their children. Parents who register their children for homeschooling have total control of teaching their children. They can use any resources that they want—whether or not that right is a good public policy. Why, then, the complaints from home-school parents that they can no longer use religious books to teach math, English, or social studies to their children? The problem is confusion between students registered for homeschooling and those enrolled in a school district’s online program. Twenty-eight school districts are now running some form of online program. Most of them are run by individual districts, and nine are part of the Connect Program of the Regional Distance Education Schools. Students in the programs are "enrolled" in a public school, which is different from being "registered" for homeschooling. A student enrolled in a district online program brings into the school district the same basic-education-per-student grant of $5,343 as a student registered in a neighbourhood school. What comes with that funding is an obligation to provide "a level of teacher service comparable to a neighbourhood school." [Quote from Bobbi Plecas, Ministry of Education, BCEd Online Conference, April 19, 2004.] The educational service in a funded online program must meet four ministry criteria: 1. The school board is responsible for the education program of students enrolled in the school district. 2. Each student’s educational program must be supervised by a teacher. 3. The student’s educational program must follow the requirements that apply to students attending a regular school and be carried out by a teacher. 4. Students must be evaluated and report cards from the teacher (with letter grades after primary) issued three times a year, along with two informal reports. Text of the policy is at www.bced.gov.bc.ca/policy/distance_ed.htm The key to this policy is that the school board and the teachers it employs are responsible for the education of the student. The parent is not the teacher. Enrolling in an online program is not homeschooling. According to the ministry, adequate supervision by the teacher must be demonstrated by five elements: • Teacher course planning • Evidence that a teacher is leading the evaluation and assessment of students • Ongoing teacher reporting on student achievement • Ongoing teacher engagement in student learning • Ability to authenticate student work. (In other words, the student, not the parent, is doing the student’s work.) In addition, "learning resources must be selected from the ministry’s list of recommended resources or through local approval processes within a district." (Plecas, 2004) This requirement is the source of the news stories of homeschooling parents’ feeling deceived. Bobbi Plecas, from ministry staff, reminded her audience at the BCEd Online conference that from the very beginning, the school law in B.C. has declared public education to be non-sectarian. There is legally no room for religion in the B.C. public schools, except for comparative religion courses. This goes beyond just resources—"Resources or modules, assessments, assignment, homework may not include a particular dogma or creed." (Plecas, 2004) Ministry policies are absolutely clear: online education offered by public school boards is not the same thing as homeschooling. Online education must follow the requirements for public schools. The BCTF has sent a letter to the minister of education commending the ministry for maintaining a clear distinction between online public education and homeschooling. A detailed report on these issues is available on the BCTF web site at bctf.ca/ResearchReports/2004ei01/report.html. Larry Kuehn is director of the BCTF’s Research and Technology Division. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9956,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 4, March 2003 Apprenticeship changes raise concerns by Anita Chapman The Federation is concerned about the new model for trades training in B.C. outlined in the Ministry of Advanced Education discussion paper "A New Model for Industry Training in British Columbia." Driven by business The new model will be driven by business. This is not an inference from the paper; it is a direct quote. The board governance structure, operating independently of government, would be employer dominated, rather than have a stakeholder balance of employer, labour, and government. That would make B.C. the only jurisdiction in North America where worker representatives do not sit on apprenticeship boards. The $70 million that government currently spends on trades training will be handed over to the new business-dominated board to spend on training needs it identifies. That amounts to a government subsidy to business. Trades will be de-skilled Trades will be de-skilled by the modularization of training and piecemeal credentials for each component of a trade. For example, apprentices will train and receive credentials as forming carpenters or framing carpenters or finishing carpenters, rather than attain journeyperson status as a carpenter. The partial credentials, which will fall short of the interprovincial Red Seal Certification, will likely not be recognized in other provinces and countries, thus severely limiting the mobility of B.C. workers. Over-specialization may leave workers without mobility outside B.C. but with too much mobility within B.C., chasing a series of short-term jobs. Transfer costs to students The cost of education and training costs will be transferred to students from government and industry. Students who take trades training will now have to pay tuition. Students taking trades training are ineligible for student loans, so it will be difficult for young workers to support themselves and their families while continuing their training. Students will be expected to schedule their technical training after discussion with the employer about timing and work priorities. Those factors may compel young workers to leave with partial credentials and enter low-paying jobs. Fewer opportunities Opportunities for students currently in K–12 will diminish. The lack of apprenticeship spaces is not addressed. The discussion paper acknowledges the lack of growth in apprenticeship spaces, the shortages of skilled trades people, and the fact that the average age of people entering apprenticeship programs is 28. The only proposal to address this issue is having employers "actively engage with parents and the secondary school system to promote and market trades training and career opportunities." The lack of apprenticeship spaces and the downloading of training costs to students will seriously diminish trades-training opportunities for students currently in the K–12 system. This seems at odds with Graduation Program proposals aimed at encouraging more students to go into trades training. Public/worker safety at risk Public and worker safety may be put at risk by the erosion of effective enforcement of trades standards. Currently, legislation identifies compulsory trades, i.e., those trades in which only certified journeypersons and registered apprentices may work. Mandatory training for the apprentices in those trades (about half the total number of apprentices) helps ensure public safety. If compulsory trades are de-listed and the new Safety Standards Act weakens safety standards to mesh with the lower qualifications envisioned by modularization, there may be a significant threat to public safety. Anita Chapman is an assistant director in the BCTF’s Professional and Social Issues Division. For more information, go to www.gov.bc.ca/aved. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7946&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 5, March 2005 Literacy–The way it was meant to be by Sheila Stokes Increasingly, primary teachers in our province are being pressured to turn away from developmentally appropriate literacy instruction and assessment in order to box children into categories. The most disturbing of these categories is the "at risk" label we are being asked to apply to four- to eight-year-olds in terms of their intellectual development, specifically, the acquisition of literacy. Literacy assessment and evaluation of our youngest learners is intended not to lump children into an at-risk category but to provide the youngest learners with a variety of experiences in a print-rich, active environment, where there is a healthy balance of instruction and play. It is vital that we remind ourselves that the Primary Program is still the mandated document that provides the foundation for instruction, assessment, and evaluation in our classrooms. There are still five goal areas on which to focus, only one of which is intellectual development. One branch of intellectual development is the acquisition of literacy skills. One way we can assess the growth and development of reading, writing, listening, and speaking skills over time, is to use the B.C. Performance Standards: "The B.C. Performance Standards have been developed for voluntary use in B.C. schools... [they] are intended as a resource to support ongoing instruction and assessment." These performance standards were written to provide an example of behaviours that may have developed in most learners by March or April of the school year. Unfortunately, the four categories of the performance standards—exceeds expectations, fully meets, meets expectations, and not yet within—are beginning to drive the categorization of the youngest learners and are the unsubstantiated basis of a 4–3–2–1 numeric equivalent. These numeric equivalents are now being collected electronically by school districts and the Ministry of Education and used to reflect student achievement in literacy. The quantification, collection, and misuse of this data is causing many teachers concern. How do we defend the rights of young learners to have the time they need to develop literacy and a love of learning? First of all, we remind ourselves that the Primary Program is our document and that we have the responsibility to continue to practise using it. We need to remind ourselves that there are three basic principles of learning: Learning requires the active participation of the student. People learn in a variety of ways and at different rates. Learning is both an individual and a group process. What does a rich language arts program look like, when built upon these three basic principles? It takes many forms in many classrooms and is delivered by a variety of talented primary teachers. In 27 years of teaching, I have developed a variety of ways of working with children, learned from observing master teachers, team teaching, reading, and attending workshops. I am responsible for being familiar with the curriculum and intimately familiar with the Primary Program. I constantly assess and change my methods of instruction according to the needs of my learners, but my main goal is to deliver a program that moves each child along the continuum of her or his own learning. Language arts occurs in my multi-aged, Grade 1 and 2 classroom, with abilities ranging from gifted to developmentally delayed but integrated for 90% of the school day. We usually begin the day with a whole-group literacy focus. It may take the form of a cloze message whereby I systematically deliver phonics instruction. We may have a guided writing session where I share the pen and have children write on a particular topic on chart paper. It may be theme related or take the form of special person’s news. Again, systematic phonics, grammar, and punctuation instruction take place at this time. Each day, we interact with books as often as possible. For at least 20 minutes a day, each child reads individually. Some children choose their own books, and some require my guidance. Each child is aware of her or his own instructional reading level and is encouraged to read within a range of two or three levels. After each child has practised a passage, the children read aloud during reading circle where we break into three or four multi-ability groups, each facilitated by one child who is responsible for inviting each individual to read and then later thanking them for reading. Reading materials are sent home for home-reading practice. Children also borrow books from our class library and visit the school library once a week for sign-out and every two weeks for a story with the teacher-librarian. Individual writing often occurs in journals and is either on a topic of choice or is assigned by me reflecting a current science or social studies theme. Spelling in the first draft is phonetic, and each child practices one or two words I have chosen from her or his writing to create an individual spelling program. Some children write and publish their own stories, using standard spelling and literary form. My children have 45 minutes of activity time daily. Our class has a sandbox and a painting easel, literacy centres, a home centre, and a variety of other centres and activities from which they freely choose. Children have the right to play. To protect the rights of the child to learn actively, socially, individually, and in a variety of ways, we need to remember that we are professionals who believe in and deliver a first-rate primary program. We must protest reporting on the rich and varied growth and development of our youngest learners by boxing them into 4–3–2–1 slots. Sheila Stokes teaches at Kay Bingham Elementary School, Kamloops, and is president of the Kamloops-Thompson Primary Teachers’ Association.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11864,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2000 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 13, Number 1, September 2000 Where to next in pensions? The choice is yours by Al Cornes On June 7, 2000, the B.C. Teachers’ Federation and the government reached a tentative agreement (agreement-in-committee) that will shift control of the pension plan from government to joint plan member/ government control. Under a joint trusteeship, plan members and government share equally in the authority and responsibility of the pension plan and the pension fund. Questions and answers What are the main advantages of this proposed arrangement if approved? Plan members will have an equal say with government in all major decisions relating to the management of the pension plan and the pension fund. Future surpluses will be shared by plan members and government. Currently the plan has a deficit, but it is hoped that a surplus will emerge within the next 18 to 24 months. The pension plan will be financially healthier as a result of the proposed new transitional financial arrangements. Inflation protection on pensions paid will be strengthened. Joint trusteeship protects the plan from unilateral actions by government. Plan members will have equal say with government regarding pension administration services, and these services will be improved under new service standards set by the board of trustees. Plan member appeals will be referred to a neutral third party under a three-step appeal process. What are the key disadvantages of the proposal? The key disadvantage is that unfunded liabilities accruing in the future become the shared responsibility of government and plan members rather than government’s sole responsibility: any future unfunded liabilities will result in equal contribution increases for both parties. The second key disadvantage is that employee contributions will be increased by 1% to strengthen inflation protection in the future. Where can one find more information on the proposed agreement? BCTF Issue Alert, Volume 12, No. 3 sent May 23, 2000, provides a general description of joint trusteeship and the pros and cons of such a scheme. BCTF Issue Alert, Volume 12, No. 6 sent June 13, 2000, provides details of the agreement reached, not including the specified benefit. The two issue alerts are available at the BCTF web site (http://www.bctf.ca/alert/archive/1999-2000/2000-05-23.html for No. 3 and the same address not including “archive” for No. 6). Teachers’ Pension Board has mailed to every pension-plan member a copy of a pension booklet entitled Joint Trusteeship of the Teachers’ Pension Plan. The booklet summarizes the tentative agreement reached and provides a question-and-answer section, with other information sources. Visit the pension board web site: http://pensions.gov.bc.ca/penreform/news.htm Access the pension board’s Joint Trusteeship Information Centre and Hotline: Fax: (250) 952-4138 E-mail: Pension.Board@gems8.gov.bc.ca Call: Victoria area (250) 952-4135, toll free in B.C. 1-877-928-4040 Watch for local bulletins telling you the time and place of regional information meetings. Wording on BCTF ballot Are you in favour of accepting the June 7, 2000, Agreement-in-Committee between the BCTF and the Government of British Columbia for the establishment of a Jointly Trusteed Pension Plan? Where and when will the vote of BCTF members take place? Voting will occur during the period from Monday, September 18 to Friday, October 13, 2000. Contact you local for details on exact time and place of the vote. Al Cornes is the BCTF’s assistant executive director and an alternate member of the Teachers’ Pension Board. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141006,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2014/09/tentative-agreement-yes-or-no.html?showComment0751410930303004,Staffroom Confidential: Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, September 16, 2014 Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Despite what I know was a herculean effort on the part of our bargaining team, I very much hope that BC teachers will vote no to the tentative agreement. After five weeks of strike, and twelve years of legal battles, this is not the deal that will restore sanity to public education and it is not a fair deal for teachers and students. Just as teachers in Saskatchewan rejected a deal to ensure a better outcome, I hope BC teachers will consider a no vote to let our team know we have to go back to the bargaining table. Class size, composition The agreement provided a modified LIF fund starting at $75 million per year and increasing to $85 by the last year. It is for teachers only, which will mean a slight improvement in Districts where sizeable portions were spent on Education Assistants or senior District staff rather than teachers. However, in an average size District like Victoria (20,000 students, 1,000 teachers), this will translate into about 5-10 more teachers. That is one for every five schools. To put it in comparison, Justice Griffin's judgement estimated the lost funding due to lost class size language at about $330 million in current dollars. (Read more here about the proposed Education Fund.) I heard so many teachers speak up about the need to ensure that we do not return to over-crowded classes when the strike ends. This agreement does very little to alleviate what is the most pressing issue. Throwing away the court victory The agreement provides a "reopener" in the event we win on appeal our class size language. What this means is that the language returns, but is not implemented until new language is negotiated. Without the actual implementation of the returned language, there will be very little incentive for the government to bargain it back. We would essentially be back in the very same position we are in today, with government trying to bargain it out and us trying to bargain it back in. In my opinion, even if we were legislated back to work we would be in a superior position. If we won the appeal the government would then be forced to implement the language. We are thus throwing away our historic court victory and the bargaining pressure it potentially creates. The reopener is really only mildly less offensive than E80. In both cases, we have to bargain back what was illegally taken from our contract and the government will probably never have to restore it. In fact, the "reopener" creates the perfect opportunity for government to lock us out to try and force us to agree to something far inferior. Throwing away the remedy for the last twelve years The agreement provides $105 million to compensate for grievances over-sized classes for the last twelve years. Using Justice Griffin's estimates, our loss is roughly $300 million times 12 = over $3 billion. I cannot fathom how $105 million is a fair compromise. The BCTF's original proposal to put this money back into the system was a more fair and productive approach. This agreement means we can no longer go to the courts for a fair remedy. Wages The agreement is very close to government's original offer. While I would be willing to accept this if the class size language was returned, teachers should not be taking such a significant monetary loss without the commensurate gain in working conditions. We have lost roughly 12% of our annual salary. We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut. Minimal improvements There are very minimal improvements in preparation time for elementary teachers (10 minutes per week), and TTOC daily rate. The TTOC daily rate change may depend on your grid placement. It could actually be a wage loss for long term TTOCs who are above category 5 and step 7. There is also $11 million in health and dental benefits. At 40,000 members, this is $275 each. Hardly worth consideration in the context of the rest of the agreement. What next? There are a variety of options if we vote no. We can continue the strike. We can choose to return to work and continue bargaining. We do not, and should not, accept an agreement that doesn't meet our needs and doesn't meet the needs of students and public education. When Saskatchewan teachers rejected the first deal which had 5.5% wage increases over four years, the second deal had 7.3% increases over four years. They have said this still isn't good enough. For us, our main issue is classroom conditions. We need to say this isn't good enough. The way to do that is to vote no. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 7:48 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 124 comments: Troy MooreSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:17 PM The EC recommendation states the open clause will be argued from restored language. However, selling our grievances for nothing as the 105 million is strike savings, is plenty of reason to vote no. Further, no composition caps, but a fund controlled by Superintendents is enough reason to vote no. Thursday I will vote no.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:06 PM Re-opener also says "education fund" in place until new language bargained, so old language can disappear forever.Delete Reply Mme RousseauSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:33 PM Government starved us to death hoping we'd vote yes to whatever deal they'd offer. Planned it from the start.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:07 PM We can sill choose (collectively) to return to work if we reject this deal. Many options.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:09 PM Great analysis, Tara! I think that returning to work would be a bad idea. This will frustrate parents more if they need to find new ways to deal with taking care fo kids. USe the money given to you by the other unions. I am a teacher who had to quit for stress over the terrible condition of work (split FI grade 4/5, several low LD kids with little support, one severe with no support, 2 gifted (no support), and a principal who expected me to teach 2 separate social studies AND science programs)Delete Reply Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:56 PM Good points by all but the gov't succeeded in starving my family out and completly breaking us. I will be voting YES and live to fight another dayReplyDelete Replies schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:21 PM 'Fight another day'? In the last twelve years that we have been pushing back against this government, never has the tide tide been so much with teachers, class size/composition, and public education - and never has the government been pushed back onto the ropes (especially with the call for binding arbitration). What 'other day' is being proposed that we wait for? Now is the time. Vote 'no' and give the BCTF bargaining team a renewed mandate to get a decent deal for students and teachers.Delete Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:10 PM "Another day" means to wake up and realize that 2more weeks means my family of 5 could lose our home. It means I will do all I can to recall Cc, Factbender, and other mla's, and maybe even having "a guy I know" have a chat with them. In year 1 of their reign, I don't believe they even know what "the ropes" are. I will vote YES ...for my family, and I can live with thatDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:12 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply Karen FergusonSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:03 PM Just a question: When the Saskatchewan teachers voted no, had they already been on strike for 5 weeks?ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM No. They are working with no contract. They are not on strike.Delete Shannon DavisSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:23 AM I am a Saskatchewan teacher. We are not on strike; we are currently in the conciliation process after voting "no" to 2 previous offersDelete Reply "Mama Rose"September 16, 2014 at 9:27 PM Can we truly return to work without agreeing and continue bargaining? When I suggested returning to work a few weeks ago, the answer was "being on strike puts pressure on the gov't and without pressure they have no reason to settle." And can you explain more how legislating us back would be better than agreeing to this deal? And finally, why would the BCTF executive put forward a deal that was not a good one?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:30 PM Because they need confirmation of the resolve of the membership to get something better. That is what a no vote does.Delete Reply Troylana MSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:28 PM some great points to ponder, tara......thinking thinking....ReplyDelete schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:43 PM If we vote 'no' to the tentative deal we still have options: We'd not have a contract. But we could... a) strike with full picket lines b) partially strike with phase 1 (work-to-rule) in schools c) partially strike with periodic/rotating job action d) continue negotiating e) return to work and re-escalate strike f) some/all of the above ReplyDelete Replies Caroline MackenzieSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:21 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:14 PM a) will expedite matters (I say less that 3 days)Delete Reply danabjornsonSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:05 PM I am thinking that a legislated, crappier contract would only be in effect for 2 years max (before elections...). If we take this offer, then we will be agreeing to this pseudo-E80. Should we win the court case (which we likely will), we will have to settle on the terms of the THIS negotiated contract which doesn't actually restore learning conditions; it simply allows for those conditions to be negotiated. If we say n, then we default to the 2002 contract, which DOES restore the language. A "yes" vote is saying that we are good on "crumbs"; a "no" vote is saying we want an actual meal. That's my understanding, anyway. Please correct me where I am wrong, Tara. :)ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:44 PM And word is IF they legislate, they could opt to legislate back Grade 10-12 only causing the union to have to lay off all teachers and re-hire based on seniority. That will tear the union at the seams pitting teacher against teacher for those positions. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:17 PM There will be a general strike if that were to happen! They better not do this. They will regret it.Delete Reply imaginefunlearningSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:09 PM Some good points on the background of our fight over the past 12 years, which I have been actively engaged in; however we need to recognize the climate we are in. We are not in Sask. people! We have just come through a very long summer!! We need to thank our @bctf bargaining team & recognize the toll this has taken on all of us & our families. I don't have the luxury of more time on the strike line. This may be as good as it gets. Let's read the agreement and consider getting back to work and making some $ again! That's my 2 cents worth, which would come in really handy right now!!!ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:18 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply RobSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:11 PM Go back in work to rule mode. Work this winter to recall every Liberal MLA. ThAt is the only way to apply pressure to these criminals. ReplyDelete Replies Kate RestonSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:03 PM Recall! Not sure who won the battle but the war is still onDelete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:14 AM Well said Kate... I agree 100%Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:20 PM I think say NO and a better deal will be done in less than 3 days. These guys are not criminals, they are lower than that. I bet they get a sick pleasure in hurting the kids and the teachers.Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:31 PM An official recall is in the works: https://www.facebook.com/groups/316129595235450/?fref=ts Please consider joining.Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:26 AM Leah - do you honestly think anyone who voted BC Liberal did so thinking that they would act any differently on the education file?Delete Reply JJSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:16 PM I am glad to see other members who share my views. I am outraged at a 1.2 percent "raise" in salary per year that doesn't even meet inflation of currently 2%. I feel used and abused.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:23 PM Not to mention all of the other pittance! I am actually surprised that Iker asked teachers to vote on this! Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:18 PM Hi Tara Thanks for the summary! Will we be able to vote NO to the deal, but vote YES to returning to work? Will there be three options when we vote Thursday? Why did the BCTF agree to a substandard deal for us? If we vote no to a deal that was recommended to us, the teachers look like the bad guys and public approval will plummet. I am very disappointed and frustratedReplyDelete Replies KataSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:12 AM Public approval will not necessarily plummet. I have seen strikes where the membership has voted against the executive's "best results to date", and ended up with a better offer. This offer is an insult. The $300 million will not bring funding to the national average (I believe). More importantly, the wage offer is half of the average wage increase for public and private workers (StatsCan). Delete Reply MontySeptember 16, 2014 at 10:19 PM Thank you, Tara. My thoughts too, more clearly expressed. As well, Thursday is too soon to vote, too soon to vote, too soon to vote........ReplyDelete Richard ChalkeSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:21 PM Vote no and lose every shred of public support...just sayin!ReplyDelete Replies UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:31 AM I am a member of the public and would support a "no" vote. js!.Delete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:01 AM Richard Chalke, NO you won't! I am a mother with 3 adopted special needs children who need to be in a class that is designed for them and others like them (my kids are academically slightly delayed but their issues are more social and behavioural) where they can receive the education they deserve taught in a way they can comprehend. I will speak now for all the parents I know, and we will support the teacher's if they continue to fight for our children's best interest.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:28 PM It might not be pretty at first, but once we explain things (and I hope the Mandarin-speaking teachers flood the Richmond organization that voiced their concerns), they will back us. The 3 billions that the judge came to is the first I hear about. This should be stated to every newsmedia comment section in the province. Minimize pickets and flood those outlets with commenters, just like the Liberals do. Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:45 PM I am a member of the public and a single Mother of a child in the public school system. You will NOT lose one bit of my support if you vote no. I know that you are sacrificing so that my child can have a better education, and I am most grateful for it. Having said that, I also know that you are exhausted and broke. I have been dreading that you may have to settle for less than what you (we) deserve because the government succeeded in breaking you. I am not in your shoes, so cannot judge. If the vote is a yes, I understand and I am still behind you. Delete Reply Alison RocheSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:25 PM It is a crap deal. It's always a crap deal. Once you raise the stakes to striking, anything else is a cave in. The last time we walked out was the 3 day illegal strike where I threw away 1200$ and got EXACTLY the same contract I had the year before. The BCTF called it a win because they didn't rip up MORE of my contract. Ridiculous. There are a few of us that believe that working to contract, doing 100% of your teaching job and nothing more (like paying for supplies out of your own pocket or EC) is the only way teachers will survive this government. What if they get re-elected again? Then what? Teachers have lost thousands to these clowns to make "statements" about the state of public education in this province. We can't keep sacrificing ourselves and our families. And in the meantime, you talk to parents about why you have to take this crappy road. Because up until this strike they mostly didn't care about the state of education, but god forbid you didn't run a Sports Day. Then suddenly they wanted to know what the hell was going on. Keep the conversation going in schools. Attend your PAC meetings and stop enabling this govt to underfund and overwork the system. And still get paid!ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:20 AM I am very excited at the prospect of returning to my beloved job on Friday. However I will NOT continue to put my personal money into my classroom and I will be seriously reconsidering my involvement in extra curriculars. I think we shoot ourselves in the foot with all the unpaid work we so willingly volunteer to do. Delete Reply FCSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:38 PM I heard a rumour last week from a loose lipped government insider that after the 22nd, depending on the outcome of the negotiations the Liberals were going to announce a 3 step process. I was not clear if this was based on 3 steps to resolve the strike (perhaps the 3rd step is legislation??) or 3 steps to overhaul the education system, either way, they will settle it outright. I wish you all luck and all the information that you need to make a sound decision of what you feel is best.ReplyDelete Replies Lisa BurrowsSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:53 PM I have heard similar rumours. On the 23rd, the gov. was planning on introducing a $6000 per year voucher system for 3 choices: an academic or trades program, or something called EducationCanada. Not clear whether their intention was to privatize the public system, de-certify teachers and hire them back under new wage/benefits. Not clear where these rumours originated from. Maybe fear tactics to get teachers to vote yes. In any event, I plan on voting yes. I signed up to be a teacher, not a martyr. This strike has cost us a lot. We need to regain our livelihood and hopefully continue the conversation about class composition. We have at least awakened many people to the issue, and the court case is still an avenue that could eventually improve teaching and learning conditions.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:33 PM I urge all teachers to fight and say NO to this deal. Retired teacher who had to retire because horrendous work conditions. Make me proud. They will not last long if you say NO! I know this is tough, but there is money and I hear that Van City does offer loan at low to 0 %. Banks do allow you to miss a mortgage payment. Go talki to your banker.Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM Will school districts require teachers to make up missed days, as suggested in the media? Will the school calendar be changing to make up for the missed three weeks and if so will we be made aware of those changes PRIOR to the vote? ReplyDelete KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:41 PM "Wages..... We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut." And that is the cost of going on strike!!! There is nothing that can be done about that. You cannot go on strike and put up the raise you want every week to compensate for your time on strike - it doesn't work that way.ReplyDelete Replies Drew StevensonSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:59 AM I believe the missing "..." Suggests that they meant to refer to the losses against inflation since the last wage step increase. Thus this contract does not allow us to recover the buying power lost to inflation since the last non contract or "0%" year. Add those up and compare against the proposed increase and you see that by the end of the contract, we won't be able to afford the same value of goods (loaves of bread, watts of energy, litres of gas) that we could at the end of the last contracts term. It was not a comment about wages that were lost in the strike. Those are really small potatoes when compared to the grinding power of inflation over years and years. The next contract will use this latest for a bench mark so these losses to inflation will grind at all teachers for as long as they teach. A death of a thousand cuts to our ability to afford basic goods and services. Any raise less than inflation is a cut to the value placed on us and on our ability to pay our bills. Delete Reply Ed SSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:09 PM Having lost $20,000 (including summer school wages) as the single income for a family of five is far too much; I will be voting YES to the deal, unless the independently wealthy teachers out there who wish to continue the strike will pay my bills and mortgage for me.ReplyDelete Replies Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:14 PM I feel ya. Yes for meDelete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:18 AM Ed S. With all due respect (and I mean that), how did you lose $20,000 in the strike? Teachers were out 2 weeks (all out) before they were supposed to be in June, and now 3 weeks for the start of school? It is my understanding that teachers don't get paid through the summer months. Please correct me if I'm wrong, wherever I'm wrong. Shouldn't you have been financially alright for the summer months at least? Also all teachers knew this strike had a possibility of extending into the new school year but no one teacher budgeted for this possibility? I'm truly just trying to get a clear picture of where this all stems. NO disrespect intended.Delete BlairSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:12 AM Kelly, not Ed but if you look at the numbers there was the 10% lockout haircut in May/June plus the loss of most of June and the loss of much of September. In our 1 teacher (1 non) household we calculated a $9 K - $10 K loss so far. If you add summer school earnings you can easily make the loss in the $20 k zone. As for budgeting, we budget for the summer, but did not expect the 10% haircut, nor the loss of June/Sept days which completely messed our budgeting calculations. A very good friend (single teaching mother) was crushed by the loss of the June income and is without a penny today.Delete Mr. SmoothSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:35 PM The only one who didn't get a haircut was Jim Iker... and he needs one more than anyone else. What's with that over-coiffed 70"s mullet Jim? Does wonders for the BCTF brand image!Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:55 PM Jim's hair is not open for discussion in a respectful space like this. As for his salary, he is a teacher who does not get paid when we are on strike.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:04 PM Totally agree!Delete Reply Mr. GSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:24 PM If I thought they could do any better I would agree with voting NO, but you have to be realistic. The BCTF does not use professionals to bargain and always ends up with much less than they promise the membership when asking for a strike vote. While this is not a great deal for teachers, I really think you're fooling yourself if you think it'll get any better.ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:02 AM BCTF needs to be replaced with younger more adept representatives and advocates. Also, we should be hiring professional contract negotiators - you don't go into battle with cut throat corporate types with a wooden knife. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:37 PM This is BAD deal! Say NO to it and show those (expletives) that we will not take it anymore! Come on! Show them that teachers have a spine! They will respect us, oddly!Delete Reply retaSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:51 PM I agree with Richard. Those in the public that are uniformed would be furious, and there are many teachers who just can't afford to use their wages as their voice any longer - too much has already been donated to the government. In my opinion, the deal is pretty lame. I am sitting on the fence.ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:24 AM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:26 AM So true!!! I cannot afford to fight this battle for public education any longer. Why is this my personal and professional obligation??? However I think this deal is weak weak weak. I also think its the best we are going to get. Ideologically I'm on the fence but my wallet will vote YES.Delete Reply SirThinksToo MuchSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:54 PM My wife and I will be voting "Yes" on Thursday for it is the middle path. The easy path would have been for us to go back to school with E-80 & E-81 over our heads. The difficult path would be for us to vote "No" and put our mortgage at risk and having to continue asking retired parents for handouts to feed a family with three kids. The middle path is the wisest choice for us considering the current political climate in which those who do not teach are the quickest to judge it harshly.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:41 PM I understand that this is really tough for you! I almost died teaching a few month ago. I had to quit. Please consider holding on and say no. Remember the short loss in salary will be offset in the LONG-RUn by better salary increase. This is a joke! They will be laughing at you even more if we accept this. This is a very bad deal! However, I do respect your position!Delete Reply DaleSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:16 AM Why would classroom conditions be better on October 9th after being legislated back? We have been outplayed because of our stubborn refusal to outdated, tired old tactics. It is because of these actions that have led us to this terrible deal. Time to reset, regroup and stock up for the long haul. Can't do it if half the members commit hara kiri on themselves. We are a union of professionals not a cult. ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:49 AM Could not agree more.Delete schreck!September 17, 2014 at 9:44 AM Could you please advise which tactics you believe could have been used to secure a superior deal?Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:47 AM Full disclosure: I'm a BC Liberal supporter. The only people who would benefit from a NO vote are the BC Liberals. Teachers would be bargaining with no leverage whatsoever and would be viewed by a large segment of the population as unreasonable. The BC Liberals then get portray themselves as the only party capable of dealing with the BCTF. schreck! says that the BCTF has the government on the ropes, but he couldn't be farther from the truth. The government wants people to view the BCTF as their primary opponent. Disputes like this just shore up the BC Liberal base and protect its right flank. Any half-baked recall campaign will only reinforce that. It's true teachers aren't going to recoup the lost wages from the strike. I would suggest to you that that means this job action was probably not in teachers' interests, especially without any sort of appreciable strike fund. This is the best deal teachers were ever going to get with this government and people should have been able to recognize that in June. If you want my advice (which you probably don't), it would be to spend the next 5 years building up a strike fund, electing better leaders, and hiring a professional negotiating team. Don't bring a knife to a gunfight and expect things to go well. Focus on getting the best deal you can from whoever the government is rather than trying to change the government, the HST, Kinder Morgan or a thousand different issues that distract from education and erode the union's finances further. You'd be doing yourself a favour, and probably doing the NDP a favour at the same time. Also, if schreck! is David Schreck, you can thank his opposition to STV for the last two BC Liberal majorities. I know I do.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:11 PM One step would be to stop making political contributions to the NDP. This only contributes to the childish animosity and lack of trust that has constantly characterized negotiations. How else can the Socreds/Liberals view teachers except as enemies when they so publicly support their opponents. This stupid confrontational immature approach has to STOP!!!!! Education should not be a political fight when it is so obviously a valuable benefit to our society. It was an NDP government that legislated teachers back to work in 1993. Stop making education a political fight.Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:10 PM I don't think they have to go that far. CUPE and the Nurses still contribute to the NDP yet they don't have the same acrimonious relationship. CUPE and the Nurses just make their members their priority, and broader advocacy second.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:55 PM Ryan (possibly a Liberal paid commenter), with all due respect, I disagree with you. The cumulative increase in lieu of this will be better. Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can. I say to Iker, ask for 6% over 3 years because these people love to play the 15% over 15 year game to make it so big on the surface. Some people think that this is 15% every year. Believe me! I have seen it in comment sections. Others believe that the 15% is too high not understanding that they must divide things over the duration of the contract. It is time that we play it smarter. It is time to put the foot down and ask for money given to us by other unions, if it is needed. Banks can accept one late mortgage payment. It would be suicidal for them to not help. Imagine the possible damage if that ever leaks out. They could lose a lot in teacher money. I for one would pull my money out of a bank in support! Teachers are going to show this government that we have a spine! Enough is enough! Aren't you tired of being treated like kids? (Retired teacher who almost died in a car accident because of work conditions that were horrendous. I had to quit.)Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 AM Not paid by the BC Liberals. I pay them actually... :/ I imagine astroturfers of any affiliation wouldn't disclose their bias. "Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can." How did that work in May 2013? If the teachers reject a contract that their own union endorsed, it will make teachers seem unreasonable. Whether that perception is true or fair is irrelevant. It's what will happen, and teachers will be weaker as a result. Take my advice. Build up a strike fund and focus on the internal governance of the BCTF for the next 6 years. You'll be better off for it. Or not. I don't mind you or others making it easier for the party I support to get elected. I'd just rather not see kids and teachers hurt in the process.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:37 AM Ah! The "don't-hurt-kids" card, hey, when you have underfunded education for 12 years! WOW! That takes the cake! Are your trolling? Oh! You are serious? :) Would you be surprised if I don't follow your advice, considering your lack of logic? Would you be surprised if others don't follow your advice? It is ttue that bullies like you and your ilks love to show who is the boss, who is the teacher now! I suspect that is at the root of the problem! No one wants to fail in school! No one wants to get the strap! Sad that today's teachers don't like it too! But, who cares, we are ... teachers! We deserve it! BAH! BAH! BAH!Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:22 PM That's fine. I look forward to another 16 years of BC Liberal government.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:41 PM 16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate! Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan! Sociopaths do that!Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 9:35 AM "16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate!" 16 years of our opponents still don't understand why they lost. Like I said, that's fine with me. If I said the Liberals would be in power for at least another 13 years back in 2004 you probably would have laughed too. Heck, if I told you on May 13 last year that the BC Liberals would be reelected on May 14 you'd probably have laughed too. And you were wrong. Why is that? Answer that question if you want the NDP to win the next election. Without a correct answer to it, the NDP's cause is hopeless. "Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan!" You feel they are flawed, and that's fine. I don't go around calling people who disagree with me sociopaths, nor do I accuse them of being paid shills. But I also don't feel much need to address your ad hominems. There are logical arguments to support your position, but argumentum ad hominem is not one of them. It's a textbook logical fallacy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 1:15 PM Ah! Now I get it! It is all ego-based! You think because you voted the winning party that you are a winner and we are losers! You think because you predicted that the Liberals would win, you are winner. That does not make YOU a winner or the Liberals! It is called DEMOGRAPHICS, you expletives. The baby boomers are getting old and because they have more assets and won't make a whole lot more for too long, they need to vote a govn't who is going to do just that! It is not rocket science! WOW! You think you are so superior when your party stole an election with 47% of the popular vote. That's not a majority and your party should not have been elected. BTW, did you delete from your ethical memory the words Ethnic voting scandal? The field is slanted and you know it. However, you are so willing to minimize, forget the scams and bad fairplay tactics like a sociopath is allowed to minimize or ignore his or victims emotions that you don't see that you are the loser, we are the victim of your constant bullying. 1% wage increases after years of 0% increases and you can justify that when Yahoo reports that the average Canadian can hope to get 2.5% this and next year: https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html You Liberals behave like fascists, but we can't call you that because that's not allowed! Well! Guess what? It is and you are. Live with it! You keep on dreaming you are a genius! :) I am retired, getting soon a nice pension, and laughing at you from a beach somewhere! AHAHA! Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 2:14 PM What's with the name calling Peter? For someone claiming to be retired you really don't show the wisdom of age. For someone who talks about logic, you use logical fallacies like ad hominems a lot too. It's a fair point that the BC Liberals didn't get a majority of the vote (and I'm a very big supporter of electoral reform). The BC Liberals + Conservatives did though, and I don't think it's realistic to expect the BC Conservatives to have been more generous had they been part of government. Last time I checked I just voted. I didn't "victimize" anyone. Perhaps your rage is misplaced. If you think the election was "stolen" I'm afraid I have to question your grasp on reality though. "Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?" I'm glad you'll have a pleasant retirement Peter. I have no ill will towards you. I'm not sure why you think I do. I'm not saying people were *right* to vote BC Liberal. That's a matter of opinion. All I'm saying is people *did* vote BC Liberal. More voted BC Liberal than BC NDP for the last 5 elections in a row actually. You need to understand why that happened in order to change it for the next election. Clearly you're not interested in that though. Which is fair enough. Just remember next time you're upset about something the BC Liberals do that your lack of interest is part of why the BC Liberals get elected at all.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 3:23 PM I love your culture --or the lack of thereof! Guess what, stop thinking averybody is white and must follow your little rules. Namecalling? Sociopath? Whaaaat? And, what if you are? Still can't call you that? :) You fascist right-wingers are big on censorship! I just don't like you giving us lessons on how to get the NDP in. As stated, people are voting right of the NDP because it is a matter of demographics and a little ethnic vote buying on the side. The rest is mumbo jombo. Yes, of course, they will have to go on strike in the future and yes they will have to build a strike fund. The Liberals stole that from the BCTF too! And, you wonder why I don't have any respect for them? Yes, electoral reform is needed! We agree!Delete Reply JJ GeorgeSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:46 AM As a parent, I support the teachers and respect whether they choose to vote yes or no. However I noticed a discrepancy here from other information I've read regarding prep time for elementary teachers. Here it states minimal improvement to prep time - only 10 minutes per week being added. Elsewhere I read that it is 100 minutes per week for prep, increasing by an additional 10 minutes in the final year. That is a significant difference, and worth noting. Or have I completely misunderstood?ReplyDelete Replies Anne-MarieSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:59 AM Elementary teachers currently have 90 minutes of preparation time per week so an increase to 100 minutes per week is only gaining 10 minutes. In other provinces and some private schools they have as much as 45 minutes of prep time per day.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:56 PM Thank you for inquiring!Delete DW ZSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:57 PM You're right JJ George. There is a significant difference around the province regarding preparation times. In my district elementary teachers currently get 100 minutes of prep time. This new proposal is useless to me. I'll have to wait 6 years to gain an extra 10 minutes. Delete Reply UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:11 AM Almost nobody gets cost of living adjustments. Also inflation is NOT 2%. Do some research and look at the CPI for BC over the last 24 months. The average over the last 2 years is 0.7%, not 2%. The CPI changes every month so you cant just look at the highest month and declare that THE inflation rate. Check out the 12 month averages document for the actual numbers. http://www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/StatisticsBySubject/Economy/ConsumerPriceIndex.aspx All that being said I support the teachers. if you think this is a bad deal as a parent my dream would be for the teachers to vote no but continue bargaining because I do think the kids need to be in school and I do fear that the teachers will lose all support if the strike continues. All I ask as a parent is that you do your own research and try not to be swayed by all the opinions. ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:01 AM Inflation for August was 2.1% (http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/economy/cpi-report-expected-to-reveal-rise-in-canadas-core-inflation-rate/article20593943/). The CPI is a year-over-year calculation.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:43 AM Inflation should be looked at as a yearly average, not an individual month.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:34 PM The lawyers do not believe we have compromised our court deal. Our leadership would not have sold us out. We dodged a bullet. The Premier had something loaded even if we are not sure what it was. The idea that we could simply return to work is not guaranteed. I think a no vote could easily lead to the Liberals locking us out again because the Premier wants to crush us and she will use any excuse. She did not want to take the advice of her people and do this deal. I am certain a plan for drastic action (where we have to take the concessions they had planned) or worse - was in place. We can't guarantee the press will do any better job explaining the complexities should we say no. They rarely sided with us in markets outside of Vancouver where people are more political and they often misled or allowed others to mislead. They are not helping and would sensationalize. This would see dissolution of support very quickly - especially if we asked for wages. (Though admittedly it angers me that we can't ask for wages without being accused of being greedy when that is what most bargaining units do). But we have argued this is about kids and while this is not ideal - it is better to have teachers than not. The deal does suck in that it does not bring us to par - but this fight needs to be won with a strategy that is political and capacity will do that in another round. We have some support - but it is limited to the choir. We need to have the pews too. We need to build that capacity while working and continue to find allies because the fight is bigger than most people want to consider. This is about ideology and about privatization. Education always was political but never more so than now and we have to fight this party or the conservatives who would do the same or worse. No teacher who is responsible can ignore the politics any longer. That is simply the truth. If you work in the system you better get informed and you better be prepared to fight until retirement for the system. That said, I want to ask the same question others are asking: Why is this the job of 42,000 teachers and not the job of all citizens who want equality to fight for this right? It is time (while the conversation is still on-going and up to and including election night) for us to guide the public where we can but mainly play our part by not propping the system up. Make poverty known. Make noise about shortfalls, ask questions (in the media or in board offices ) about who is going to fix it instead of paying ourselves, volunteer some but wait for the pubic to step up so they see what schools lack. I hate the deal too. But I trust Vince Ready and Iker and I don't think we could have done better right now. I think we dodged a bullet because I have read everything this government has put out and followed the trail. They plan to privatize and they are just looking for the route. Voting YES for now does not mean we are giving up. It does not mean a win in the way we wanted but we have won a battle that will lead to us winning the war. If we don't rest up and stock up we might not get there.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:57 PM Well, if it is bigger than just this battle, then we will need ALL the unions to strike if they do indeed use drastic (draconian) measures. I say it is time for ALL of the unions to call a general strike. I guarantee that they will not like that one bit. What will they do then? Call the army? :) People in Europe, at the end of the 19th century stood up in mines. General strikes do occur in Europe and have. If you think you had it tough, think of them who stood tall for US in tougher times and conditions. Make sacrifices. Sell furniture. Tutor on the side. Ask for the BCTF money. Ask your banker to help. As friends and relatives. If we say NO, it won't last long. If they legislate us back, let's call a general province-wide strike of all unions. Delete Reply Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:47 AM Between CC's smug smile as she celebrates slaughtered teachers and Jim Iker's goofy grin - seemingly unaware that he has been a willing puppet, I am thoroughly disgusted. Over the next 5 years, teachers will be in an increasingly bad situation financially, classrooms will continue to be too large and complex with increasing medical, social and environmental issues impacting academic delivery. It could not be less obvious that things will continue to worsen. The Liberals have ensured that BC is rapidly becoming the Canadian Monaco for rich off shore interests and wealthy corporations. Soon the underpaid "workers" will have to be bussed in daily to Vancouver - Asian style. The only recourse is to move to just about any other province and bring in up to $100,000 more over the six years with much less cost of living. So we are bailing, encouraged by friends who have gotten positions in Manitoba and Alberta. My colleagues and I discovered through contacting several school boards across Canada that specialist (special needs and behavioural) and secondary science teachers are in particular demand. I want to work in a professional, respectful environment where the needs of all children are considered a priority and where I feel inspired to do my best. However, I want my vote to reflect the wishes of teachers who will be here over the next 6 (5) years, so very much appreciate your blog and opportunity to read the comments.ReplyDelete Bert SlaterSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:11 AM To vote YES will throw away 12 years of effort, and 2 victories in BC Supreme Court. To vote YES will be to snatch defeat from the jaws of victory. If you vote YES what bargaining power do you think you will have - the government will do nothing, and then what do you think you will do - take job action? PLEASE VOTE NO.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:59 PM Time to show you have a spine!Delete Reply RodSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:06 AM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Cool HandSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 AM Wouldn't a 'No' vote be a vote of no confidence in the BCTF itself?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:02 AM Not at all. It is just a message to the leadership we need to do better. The strength of the union is the members, and we support the leadership by giving them direction through democratic means.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:40 PM I disagree. How else can a recommendation by the EC to vote yes be interpreted? Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:00 PM I am sure people will interpret this both ways, but it is a vote. If it is supposed to be a "Yes", because it might be interpreted one way, then why bother having a vote?Delete Kate TSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:07 AM Yes , it would be. I don't think we could come out much better than this with this government. How will a No obtain that? Christy will be happy, she can declare the BCTF gone and roll out her plan to privatize. Delete Reply David DeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:06 AM A no vote would be a rejection of a the court victories defied by the government and an inadequate deal containing some vague promises that won't meet the needs of teachers or students on class size and other important issues.In Ontario elementary teachers get 200 minutes of prep time per 5 day cycle. I know there is financial hardship, but the union has received close to $2 million in donations from other unions; is there no way of accessing hardship funds? At minimum, vote no and return to work on work to rule with various strike options.ReplyDelete Erica JonesSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:25 AM This article actually makes me so mad. It is NOT better for the kids that they have missed almost all of june and all of september. This is what you signed up for in BC as a teacher. Get on board or GET OUT.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:20 PM Is this really what teachers signed up for? At my high school, each class has about 30 kids, with an average of 17 kids per classroom with an identified learning disability. Our district says that there should be no more than 4 kids per classroom.. How do you expect non-specialist teachers to help each student when over half of them require more resources because of a learning disability? Furthermore, are you generalizing the "better-ness" to all the kids in BC? Because I don't think that it would be better if kids went back considering the learning environment isn't up to par. There are barely any Education Assistants, and support teachers for the multitude of children who need them. While I recognize and appreciate your enthusiasm for education, please realize that the public school system isn't a daycare. Also, please think about your words and the learning environment prior to speaking out. By the way, we're not an autocracy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:08 PM I can understand your frustration! Understand mine! I almost died at 7:30 pm one night returning from teaching a FI split class with several students who did not get enough support or no support at all. The principal expressed to me that he expected me to teach 2 different social studies programs and 2 different science programs. ANYONE I talked to knows that this is impossible to do, especially in French Immersion when kids get no support at home and books are often too hard for students to read. I had to quit my job. I did it for me and did it for the kids. I was like a surgeon who is asked to operate on 5 patients with an old scalpel with 2 inexperienced nurses. Predictably, 4 patients would die and I would be reprimanded! Teachers are put in terrible conditions and kids too. I hope you have the openmind to consider the reality of this honest personal anecdote. I also wish you to understand that this is likely not an isolated incident. What will it take? A kid to commit suicide because he or she is not getitng enough support?Delete Reply hilarySeptember 17, 2014 at 10:29 AM It is incorrect to equate lost funding with what the teachers would have received in grievances. The two are not equivalent. The starting position of the BCTF was $225M, so they never expected $3B to resolve grievances. I'm also interested to know where you get your figures on overcrowded classrooms. A recent Globe and Mail article says that classrooms are, on average, smaller than the caps set in 2002.ReplyDelete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:36 AM The signing bonus should be roughly $2500 each: 105 million divided by 41 thousand.ReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:53 AM It is not that simple. The $105 million is to be allocated by the union. The term "signing bonus" has been crossed off on the signed document. Some of that money may be used to pay union debts. Don't know this but clarification would be useful.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:16 PM Just quoting from the CBC news website, "And finally there are details of $105-million fund to settle grievances stemming from the ongoing court case. The BCTF says that money will be given out as a signing bonus, with specific amount yet to be determined."Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:34 AM I think it would be smart to put at least part of it into your strike fund.Delete Reply WheelsSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:55 AM If the money is used as a signing bonus, it should be based on FTEReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:12 PM Yes I am sure it will be based on FTE. The question is how much of the $105 Million is actually distributed. This is up to the union, and I am told that it is yet to be decided.Delete GuruSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:44 PM And don't forget all the retired teachers who are entitled to a share of it.Delete Reply Geoff OrmeSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:18 PM In another discussion of this someone suggested that under BC Labour Law a no vote means rejection of the proposed deal, and that means the strike continues until either: - the union in question elects to stand down - another tentative deal is presented or - the government imposes a legislated contract. I think the last of these is the most likely, and I believe the legislated contract would be draconian and brutal. What do you think, Tara? Also, I would appreciate your thoughts on Sandy Garossino's comments at https://storify.com/Garossino/should-teachers-accept-the-contractReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:14 PM If this is so, in a few month (likely a couple of years), teachers will win so much more with a Supreme Court judgment! It is possible that the Liberals know that the higher courts are stacked by Liberal judges (that is what happen when judges are chosen, not elected). In any case, a negative settlement (or not a great judgment) will galvinize the public to reform the way the Supreme court judges are being chosen. I doubt that any govn't will want that to happen. A legislated contract will make the LIbs look like sociopaths and dictators.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:47 PM Peter I think you are expecting far too much from the public, many of whom are only paying attention to this matter due to kids being home from school. The public are not remotely this savvy on the political process.Delete Reply IslanderSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:09 PM I am a continuing education teacher. We have it even worse and we are not listened to enough about our poor conditions. Those include no prep time (and we do have to mark and do report cards many times a year sometimes and commonly for 30 students in a class), travelling to different schools with no compensation, and having next to no breaks in between 3 hour classes. I worked for two years with no lunch break and taught 6 hours straight (just 15 min. breaks) to be told, "don't complain since there are others who will do it". We then got 15 min. breaks in between classes. Most of our students are wealthy immigrants, many who try to stay in classes as long as possible since the classes are free. After spending a year in Germany, I realize how better organized it is where the immigrants pay to learn the language on a sliding scale, and have to pay for a student book as well for each class. We do not even have text books, but photocopy so much at tax payers' expense. This is not right. I then teach summer school since we were not on a 12 month continual salary and most of those students are also immigrants (at least 75%). This is also free and it is becoming so common and the new immigrants know this is free babysitting and tutoring. I think one main problem is that we have so many new immigrants in our classes who need ESL like this article states about our inclusion style of education nowadays: http://www.vancouversun.com/life/Shelley+Fralic+trouble+with+schools/10203596/story.html I am honored to be teaching and like my job, but it does get exhausting especially since I need two or three jobs to pay the mortgage that I now no longer have.. back to renting since it all I can afford in this city that has become so expensive. And many don't realize that it is very very difficult to get to full time work as a teacher here. There was a formula that made it take about 10 years to get to f/t (now finally changed). I have been without pay for 3 months, and now had to finally rent a place in anticipation of returning to work, so I have to vote "yes", but please keep the comments coming for what alternatives we have. Maybe we have to just educate the public in a better way than picketing; maybe get out and walk around malls and talk to people and hand out pamphlets on how this liberal government is hurting this. Most Asians (probably just the new who are from such a different system) are already against the teachers since they do not seem to understand what is going on. http://www.vancouversun.com/Business/asia-pacific/Chuck+Chiang+Many+Asian+families+place+blame/10202757/story.htmlReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:17 PM First of all, myn thoughts are with you! I think your ideas about using different strategies is smart. Picketing is not a very good strategy to let people know about things. I think using the membership to flood media comment sections would be more effective. Going to talk to the public might be a good idea along with this, I think. Phone the BCTF and ask for support.Delete Reply Marsha HolleySeptember 17, 2014 at 1:36 PM A teachers wife Vote no you have come to far to back down. It is a -----Y DEAL. ReplyDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:45 PM Ask yourself WHY teachers cannot get 1/2 of the average increase in salary of the private sector? (The Libs will tell you because there are sooooooo many teachers, but I also hear that there are provinces where there is a need for teachers!) TORONTO - A new study says that Canadians, on average, can expect about the same size salary increase next year as in 2014. Human resources consultants Pal Benefits says a survey of 401 organizations, mainly in Ontario, Alberta and British Columbia, projected salary increase for 2015 at an average of 2.79 per cent. That was almost unchanged from the 2.74 per cent average increase projected in last year's survey. Meanwhile, in addition to the average salary increase remaining relatively steady year over year, the survey found that the percentage of employers who plan to freeze salaries appears to have stabilized at eight per cent —in the same percentages as was projected in 2014. Breaking down the numbers further, the survey found the average salary increase anticipated in the engineering, financial services and high technology sectors was three per cent. That compared with an average of 2.5 per cent on the low end for organizations in durable manufacturing. https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.htmlReplyDelete "Mama Rose"September 17, 2014 at 9:12 PM I used to agree with you, Tara, and appreciate you bringing these items to your blog to get us all thinking. But after a very long night and day of research and discussion, I realize I will be voting yes tomorrow. Here is why: I don't care about salary or benefit increases. That is not why I went on strike. I don't care if this tentative deal is not good for teachers. That's not why I went on strike either. For me, the single most important issue is class size and composition. I want to work in a classroom where I have enough time and resources available to me to adequately help all the students I teach. And while it is true that this tentative deal will not change anything in the classrooms right now (or at least most of our classrooms), I realized that we couldn't actually make changes in that area because the issues of cs and c is before the courts. When I made that connection and realized that this round of bargaining was really about a "good enough" agreement regarding wages, then the deal seems, well... good enough. BUT, the best part, is the language the BCTF legal team made around the furture court decision (the re-opener). They have it in writing that if we win the court case (which is likely) and when we have to start bargaining class size and comp again (that is exactly what Justice Susan Griffin said we would have to do) we will be STARTING from the 2002 levels. To make this simple to understand, I explained it to my friends using a number line. With this new language, the BCTF starts the next round of bargaining at say a 50. The government will want us to go to 10 or 15, and we'll compromise and end up maybe 25. But WITHOUT that language, we would have started bargaining at a 10 and only gone down from there. So I do believe it is the best deal possible, it still factors in the biggest issue (from my perspective), we do not lose the important gains of the past, and most importantly, everyone gets to go back to school.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 PM Mam Rose, I appreciate your point of view and your courage. However, let me point out to you and the readers that a decision at the BC supreme court might not turn out the way teachers anticipate. We all know that judges are appointed and who does the appointing? "All justices of the BCSC (including the position of Chief Justice and Associate Chief Justice) are appointed by the federal cabinet, on recommendation of the Minister of Justice. Masters are appointed by the provincial cabinet, on recommendation of the Attorney General in consultation with the Chief Justice." (Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Supreme_Court_of_British_Columbia) Now, I would like to think that all of those people are objective, but they are appointed and we know that there are political appointments. They have a lot of discretion over the laws and judgments. I am willing to bet that the BC Liberals do know this and are betitng the farm (or do they know something we don't know) that the Supreme Courts are stacked against teachers? So, I am not sure if we can count on a WIN if we proceed with the court ruling. I think we would be better to negotiate and negotiate a better deal.Delete Reply retaSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:57 AM Yes...no...yes...no...The last two days have been this. I’ve read so many articles and comments over the past few months and, I can say, I have learned a lot. I know this is not a great deal for teachers right now. I will be voting yes. This is why… 1. The children. Without going into the multiple issues (e.g., grad, post secondary, trades, sports, global education/trips, planned activities, those with varying degrees of special needs, those that need a soft place to land, etc., etc.) the children need to get on with their education. 2. The parents. For many parents, this strike is a financial burden. We do not like to be called baby sitters, but for many living below the poverty line, school is a financial relief. Winter is coming; gas bills will be expensive. 3. Poverty. Remember, BC has the highest child poverty rate in Canada. Schools feed and clothe numerous children. 4. The other systems educators work collaboratively with. MFCD, CYMH, foster parents, group homes, and the multitude of non-profit agencies that support vulnerable children and families are bursting at the seams. We are a part of that team. 5. CUPE. While some have been paid during this strike, that money is coming from districts. It was not provided by the government. And, CUPE is a partner in education - from the bus drivers to the tech dept to custodians to secretaries to EAs and so on. 6. Small Businesses. In our little towns, the school district is the number one employer. There is a direct cause-effect relationship between loss of wage and loss of business. 7. Money. The amount of money that is needed to reverse the erosion of the public education system over numerous years cannot be recouped in one sitting. This agreement is a start. It’s not much but the stage has been set. 8. THE COURT CASE. That is why we were on strike. All the other stuff could have been resolved months ago, but our government was working hard to make the court case go away. Well, it still exists. I consider that the victory. We live to fight another day (as rhetorical as that sounds) AND I hope people actually read the ruling and think critically about how a loss could impact the future of the Charter of Rights, and the power of government to contravene those rights. I am guessing we will vote to ratify as so many fear “what’s next?” from this government. It’s nasty business, and I think legislation would be next. VALUING PUBLIC EDUCATION needs to come from a STRONG, CONSISTENT public voice. If we do ratify the agreement, and those in the profession and public think we've given up, we have not. We’ve been fighting for years. We just haven’t been heard… until now. ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:21 AM I understand your point of view, but sometimes you have to fight to get what you want. This is a VERY bad deal, considering: Other people get on average 2.5% salary increases last year and this year and the next and the rest of us get 1% and must feel happy if we do.? (https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html) THIS DEAL is a horrendously BAD deal for kids/parents as well, of course. We are going to continue to be humiliated and be the laughing stock of many people of this province. After a decade of paycuts, WOW, this is what they are willing to offer! WOW! WOW! WOW!Delete Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:30 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Reply Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:37 PM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:08 PM Let's cross our fingers! I think we need a general strike by all unions if CC legislates teachers back. It is time to put the foot down and tell her and the Liberals that, as in the movie Network,"I am mad as hell and I won't take it anymore!"Delete Reply Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 8:26 PM Needs help on some stats for an online debate Looking for the last 10 or 15 years of contractual salary increases in %. So, 1% for 2001, 0% for 2002,...ReplyDelete Children FirstSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:00 PM Well it's all done now. Really hope the teacher's can find another angle to deal with class size and composition as well as student funding. The government will make sure the coming court case never swings your way no matter what. 2nd most expensive place to live in the the world!!! Wonder why and where the money goes??? ReplyDelete AnonSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 PM I'm an outsider, but have followed closely this whole fiasco and this is a RAW deal. Your union hung you out to dry on this one - taking a really bad deal (clearly no one from the BCTF had rudimentary math skills in their toolbox) and then publicly encouraging to the media that teachers accept the deal....what choice did you have - a no vote would have outraged the public. I could go on and on, but the bottom line, in my opinion, is that your union better get some stronger leaders who are PR and technology savvy. Out with Iker and the rest of those who bargained on your behalf - they just got ......well , we know that happened. Whew, can't even believe how screwed you got, absolutely amazing - nothing meaningful gained in the big picture and only very minor gains for a small group of people, bigger losses for the majority.. Wow - I better stop now. Best of luck. Thanks for all you do for our children. ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ▼  September (9) Reflections on the BC Teacher Strike BC Teacher strike - Lessons learned Response to Sandy Garossino Will the Education Fund improve classroom conditio... Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Class composition: a human rights perspective Class size and composition - a short visual histor... Guest post - I WILL HOLD THE LINE Teachers - let your leadership know it is time to ... ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
(20141008,aws.amazon.com,http://aws.amazon.com/de/s3/,AWS | Amazon Simple Storage Service (S3) – Online-Speicher in der Cloud für Daten und Dateien Klicken Sie hier, um zur Amazon Web Services-Startseite zurückzukehren Registrieren Anmeldung Deutsch AWS-Lösungen und -Produkte kennenlernen Deutsch English Español Français Português 日本語 한국어 中文（简体） MEIN KONTO AWS Management Console Mein Konto Fakturierung und Kostenmanagement Anmeldeinformationen AWS und Cloud Computing Lösungen Produkte Entwickler Schulungen und Ressourcen Support Partner Kontakt AWS und Cloud Computing Einführung in AWS Was ist Cloud Computing? Wählen einer Cloud-Plattform Kundenerfolg Weltweite Infrastruktur ERSTE SCHRITTE Erste Schritte Kostenloses Kontingent für AWS NACHRICHTEN UND MEDIEN Neuerungen AWS-Blog Medienaufmerksamkeit Berichte von Analysten Lösungen Websites und Web Apps Sicherung, Speicherung und Archivierung Big Data und HPC Gaming Digitale Medien Gesundheitswesen und Biowissenschaften Anwendungen für Unternehmen Start-ups Start-up-Firmen nutzen AWS für alles, was ihre Anwendung benötigt. Firmen Firmen nutzen AWS, um weltweit IT-Innovationen zu schaffen und gleichzeitig die Kosten zu senken. Behörden und Bildungswesen Organisationen im öffentlichen Dienst nutzen AWS, um die Agilität zu erhöhen und gleichzeitig die Kosten zu senken. Produkte Datenverarbeitung Netzwerk Speicherung und Bereitstellung von Inhalten Datenbanken Analysen Anwendungs-Services Bereitstellung und Verwaltung Services für Mobilgeräte Anwendungen AWS Marketplace – Software Entwickler Erste Schritte Beginnen Sie mit der Entwicklung von Amazon Web Services, indem Sie eine unserer fertigen Beispielanwendungen nutzen. Downloads Alle offiziellen SDKs, IDE-Toolkits und Befehlszeilen-Tools stehen hier zum Download bereit. Dokumentation Foren Java JavaScript Mobil PHP Ruby Python Windows und .NET Schulungen und Ressourcen Schulung Übungen im Selbststudium Zertifizierung Economics Center Hier finden Sie Rechner und andere Tools, mit deren Hilfe Sie die Kosten für die AWS-Cloud senken können. Sicherheitszentrum Informationen zur Sicherheit in der AWS-Cloud und zum Erstellen sicherer Anwendungen. Architekturzentrum Informationen zum Erstellen skalierbarer und zuverlässiger Anwendungen in der AWS-Cloud. Whitepapers Berichte von Analysten Dokumentation Foren AWS YouTube-Kanal Veranstaltungen und Webinare Support Support-Center Trusted Advisor Häufig gestellte technische Fragen Dokumentation Foren Übersicht zum Servicestatus AWS Support-Stufen Kontakt Partner AWS-Partner suchen Suchen Sie qualifizierte APN-Partner, die Ihnen mit Ihren AWS-Projekten helfen können Premium-Beratungspartner Dem AWS-Partnernetzwerk beitreten Erfahren Sie mehr über die Vorteile und Anforderungen des APN-Programms Am APN-Portal anmelden Laden Sie Inhalt herunter und beschäftigen Sie sich mit AWS im Partnerbereich der AWS-Website Websites und Web Apps Websites und Websitehosting Ausführen leistungsstarker Web-, mobiler und sozialer Netzwerkanwendungen in der Cloud E-Commerce-Anwendungen Entwicklung sicherer und skalierbarer Online-Shops Services für Mobilgeräte Backend-Services und SDKs für Mobilgeräte Digitales Marketing Hoch skalierbare Online-Werbungs- und -Marketing-Services in der Cloud AWS MARKETPLACE WordPress Powered by AMIMOTO Movable Type 6 Drupal Powered by Bitnami Alle verwandten Produkte anzeigen (95+) Sicherung, Speicherung und Archivierung Sicherung und Wiederherstellung Daten jederzeit und überall speichern und abrufen Datenarchiv Schnelle Wiederherstellung Ihrer Systeme und Daten nach einem Ausfall Notfallwiederherstellung Langfristige Aufbewahrung Ihrer Daten AWS MARKETPLACE Cloud Protection Manager Standard Edition SoftNAS Cloud Riverbed SteelStore Alle verwandten Produkte anzeigen (35+) Big Data und HPC Big Data Speicherung und Verarbeitung großer Datenmengen zum Meistern geschäftlicher Herausforderungen High Performance Computing (HPC) Bewältigung eng gekoppelter und E/A-intensiver Verarbeitungslasten zum Lösen komplexer wissenschaftlicher, technischer und geschäftlicher Probleme AWS MARKETPLACE MapR M5 Univa Grid Engine One Click HPC Head Node ScaleOut Analytics Server Alle verwandten Produkte anzeigen (145+) Gaming Entwicklung und Betrieb von Spielen Services und Infrastruktur für Mobilgeräte, Internet, PC und Konsolenspiele AWS MARKETPLACE ORBX Cloud Game Console Windows Server 2008R2 mit NVIDIA GRID GPU Driver Red5 Media Server Alle verwandten Produkte anzeigen (25+) Digitale Medien Digitale Medien Speichern, Archivieren, Verarbeiten und Bereitstellen von Medien aus der Cloud AWS MARKETPLACE Adobe Media Server 5 Extended Wowza Streaming Engine 4: Standard Helix Universal Server Pro Alle verwandten Produkte anzeigen (75+) Gesundheitswesen und Biowissenschaften Gesundheitswesen Verbesserte Fürsorge für Patienten mit weniger Zeit und Aufwand Biowissenschaften Services und Infrastruktur zur Unterstützung Ihrer Firma beim Lösen komplexer Probleme Genomik Leistungsstarke Rechenressourcen für die Genomforschung AWS MARKETPLACE NITRC Computational Environment BioPerl NCBI BLAST Alle verwandten Produkte anzeigen (25+) Anwendungen für Unternehmen Anwendungen für Unternehmen Ausführen von betriebswichtigen Anwendungen in einer sicheren und robusten Umgebung Oracle Ausführen von Oracle-Anwendungen in der AWS-Cloud SAP Ausführen von SAP-Verarbeitungslasten und -Anwendungen in der skalierbaren AWS-Infrastruktur Microsoft Alle Ihre Microsoft-Anwendungen in der AWS-Cloud AWS MARKETPLACE SAP HANA One Oracle Database 12c Enterprise Edition (BYOL) Microsoft SharePoint Foundation 2010 Alle verwandten Produkte anzeigen (845+) Datenverarbeitung Amazon EC2 Virtuelle Server in der Cloud Auto Scaling Amazon VPC Isolierte Cloud-Ressourcen Elastic Load Balancing AWS MARKETPLACE CentOS 6 Jaspersoft Reporting and Analytics for AWS (stündlich) Zend Server Professional Edition PHP 5.4 Alle verwandten Produkte anzeigen (1800+) Netzwerk Amazon VPC Isolierte Cloud-Ressourcen AWS Direct Connect Dedizierte Netzwerkverbindung zu AWS Amazon Route 53 Skalierbares Domain Name System (DNS) Elastic Load Balancing AWS MARKETPLACE Sophos UTM 9 Vyatta Virtual Router/Firewall/VPN NetScaler VPX Platinum Edition – 10 Mbps Alle verwandten Produkte anzeigen (185+) Speicherung und Bereitstellung von Inhalten Amazon S3 Skalierbare Speicherkapazität in der Cloud Amazon Glacier Kostengünstiger Archivspeicher in der Cloud Amazon EBS EC2-Blockspeicher-Volumes AWS Storage Gateway Ermöglicht die Integration lokaler IT-Umgebungen mit Cloud-Speichern Amazon CloudFront Globales Netzwerk zur Bereitstellung von Inhalten (CDN) AWS Import/Export Übertragung großer Datenmengen AWS MARKETPLACE Wowza Streaming Engine 4: Standard Adobe Media Server 5 Extended SoftNAS Cloud Alle verwandten Produkte anzeigen (100+) Datenbanken Amazon RDS Verwalteter relationaler Datenbankservice für MySQL, Oracle, SQL Server und PostgreSQL Amazon DynamoDB Schnelle, transparente, hoch skalierbare NoSQL-Speicherkapazität Amazon Redshift Schneller und leistungsstarker, vollständig verwalteter Data Warehouse-Service in Petabyte-Größe Amazon ElastiCache In-Memory-Caching-Service AWS MARKETPLACE MONyog – RDS MySQL Monitor and Advisor SAP HANA One ScaleArc iDB Enterprise for MySQL Alle verwandten Produkte anzeigen (100+) Analysen Amazon Kinesis Datenstromverarbeitung in Echtzeit Amazon Redshift Schneller und leistungsstarker, vollständig verwalteter Data Warehouse-Service in Petabyte-Größe Amazon EMR Gehostetes Hadoop-Framework AWS Data Pipeline Orchestrierungs-Service für regelmäßige, datengesteuerte Workflows AWS MARKETPLACE Jaspersoft Reporting and Analytics for AWS (stündlich) Attunity CloudBeam for Amazon Redshift Revolution R Enterprise 7 Alle verwandten Produkte anzeigen (200+) Anwendungsservices Amazon CloudSearch Verwalteter Suchdienst Amazon AppStream Anwendungs-Streaming mit kurzer Latenz Amazon SES Service zum Senden von E-Mails Amazon SQS Nachrichtenwarteschlangen-Service Amazon SNS Push-Benachrichtigungsservice Amazon SWF Workflow-Service zur Koordinierung von Anwendungskomponenten Amazon FPS API-basierter Zahlungsservice Amazon Elastic Transcoder Benutzerfreundliche skalierbare Transcodierung von Medien AWS MARKETPLACE Adobe ColdFusion 11 Nginx Citrix NetScaler Alle verwandten Produkte anzeigen (260+) Bereitstellung und Verwaltung AWS Elastic Beanstalk AWS-Anwendungs-Container AWS OpsWorks Anwendungsverwaltungsservice für Entwicklung/IT-Betrieb AWS CloudFormation Vorlagen für die Erstellung von AWS-Ressourcen AWS CloudTrail Benutzeraktivitäten und Änderungsverfolgung Amazon CloudWatch Überwachung von Ressourcen und Anwendungen AWS Identity and Access Management (IAM) Konfigurierbare Steuerelemente für den AWS-Zugriff AWS CloudHSM Hardwarebasierter Schlüsselspeicher für Einhaltung von Vorschriften AWS Management Console Web-basierte Benutzeroberfläche AWS-Befehlszeilenschnittstelle Einheitliches Tool zur Verwaltung von AWS Services AWS MARKETPLACE Advanced Redmine on Ubuntu Powered by MBridge Trac by TurnKey Linux Alle verwandten Produkte anzeigen (220+) Services für Mobilgeräte Amazon Cognito Benutzeridentität und Datensynchronisierung Amazon Mobile Analytics Schnelle, sichere App-Nutzungsanalyse Amazon SNS Senden von Benachrichtungen, Aktualisierungen und Werbekampagnen über Plattformen AWS SDK für Mobilgeräte Schelle und einfache Entwicklung hochwertiger Apps für Mobilgeräte Anwendungen Amazon WorkSpaces Virtuelle Desktops in der Cloud Amazon Zocalo Sicheres Speichern und Freigeben von Unternehmensdokumenten AWS Marketplace – Software INFRASTRUKTURSOFTWARE (über 1300) Anwendungsentwicklung Anwendungsserver Anwendungs-Stacks Big Data Datenbanken und Caching Netzwerkinfrastruktur Betriebssysteme Sicherheit UNTERNEHMENSSOFTWARE (über 845) Business Intelligence Zusammenarbeit Content Management CRM E-Commerce Bildung und Forschung Finanzdienstleistungen High Performance Computing (HPC) Medienprodukte Projektmanagement Speicherung und Backup ENTWICKLER-TOOLS (über 220) Problem- und Fehlerprotokollierung Überwachung Protokollanalyse Quellkontrolle Testen Klicken Sie hier, um zur Amazon Web Services-Startseite zurückzukehren AWS und Cloud Computing Was ist Cloud Computing? Auswahl der Cloud-Plattform Erste Schritte Weltweite Infrastruktur Economics Center Kundenerfolgsgeschichten Neuerungen Presse und Medien Berichte von Analysten Events Videos AWS-Blog AWS Support Whitepaper Datenverarbeitung Amazon EC2 Automatische Skalierung Amazon VPC Elastic Load Balancing AWS Marketplace Netzwerk Amazon VPC AWS Direct Connect Amazon Route 53 Elastic Load Balancing AWS Marketplace Speicherung und Bereitstellung von Inhalten Amazon S3 Amazon Glacier Amazon EBS AWS Storage Gateway Amazon CloudFront AWS Import/Export AWS Marketplace Datenbanken Amazon RDS Amazon DynamoDB Amazon Redshift Amazon ElastiCache AWS Marketplace Analysen Amazon Kinesis Amazon Redshift Amazon EMR AWS Data Pipeline Amazon Analysen für Mobilgeräte AWS Marketplace Anwendungs-Services Amazon CloudSearch Amazon AppStream Amazon SES Amazon SQS Amazon SNS Amazon SWF Amazon FPS Amazon Elastic Transcoder AWS Marketplace Bereitstellung und Verwaltung AWS Elastic Beanstalk AWS OpsWorks AWS CloudFormation AWS CloudTrail Amazon CloudWatch AWS Identity and Access Management (IAM) AWS CloudHSM AWS Management Console AWS-Befehlszeilenschnittstelle AWS Marketplace Services für Mobilgeräte Services für Mobilgeräte Amazon Cognito Amazon Analysen für Mobilgeräte Amazon SNS AWS SDK für Mobilgeräte Anwendungen Amazon WorkSpaces Amazon Zocalo AWS Marketplace – Software Infrastruktursoftware Anwendungs-Stacks Betriebssysteme Datenbanken und Caching Netzwerkinfrastruktur Unternehmenssoftware Business Intelligence Zusammenarbeit Content Management CRM Entwickler-Tools Problem- und Fehlerprotokollierung Überwachung Quellkontrolle Testen Start-ups Start-ups in AWS AWS Activate Web-, mobile und soziale Netzwerkanwendungen Big Data Firmen Großunternehmen in AWS Unternehmensanwendungen Sicherung und Speicherung Sicherheitszentrum Economics Center Partner AWS-Partner suchen Dem AWS-Partnernetzwerk beitreten Am APN-Portal anmelden Premium-Beratungspartner Behörden und Bildungswesen Behörden und Bildungswesen Behörden Bundes-, Landes- und Kommunalbehörden Bildung Defense and Aerospace Region AWS GovCloud (USA) Websites und Web Apps Websites E-Commerce Mobil Digitales Marketing Soziale Medien AWS Marketplace Sicherung, Speicherung und Archivierung Sicherung und Speicherung Wiederherstellung im Notfall Archivierung AWS Marketplace Big Data und HPC Big Data HPC AWS Marketplace Gaming Entwicklung und Betrieb von Spielen AWS Marketplace Digitale Medien Digitale Medien AWS Marketplace Entwickler AWS Management Console Dokumentation SDKs und Tools Erste Schritte Downloads Plattformen Java JavaScript Mobil PHP Ruby Python Windows und .NET Ressourcen Foren Tutorials und Artikel AWS Marketplace Whitepaper Schulung & Zertifizierung AWS-Benutzergruppen Support Support-Center Foren Dokumentation Häufig gestellte technische Fragen Übersicht zum Servicestatus AWS Support-Stufen Kontakt Amazon Web Services Produkte und Services  Amazon S3  Produktdetails Preise Erste Schritte Ressourcen Häufig gestellte Fragen Verwandte Links AWS Management Console Dokumentation Versionshinweise Diskussionsforum Kostenfreier Einstieg Kostenloses Konto erstellen Amazon S3 Bei Amazon S3 handelt es sich um Speicher für das Internet. Der Service ist darauf ausgelegt, Cloud Computing für Entwickler zu erleichtern. Amazon S3 bietet eine einfache Webservice-Schnittstelle zum Speichern und Abrufen einer beliebigen Datenmenge zu jeder Zeit und von jedem Ort im Internet aus. Mit Amazon S3 haben Entwickler Zugriff auf dieselbe hochgradig skalierbare, zuverlässige, sichere, schnelle und kostengünstige Datenspeicherinfrastruktur, die Amazon zum Ausführen seines eigenen globalen Website-Netzwerks verwendet. Somit können auch Entwickler von den Vorteilen einer flexiblen Skalierbarkeit profitieren. Kostenlos bei AWS einsteigen Kostenloses Konto erstellen oder bei der Konsole anmelden Das kostenlose Kontingent für AWS umfasst 5 GB Speicher, 20 000 GET-Anforderungen und 2000 PUT-Anforderungen für Amazon S3. Details zum kostenlosen Kontingent für AWS anzeigen » Vorgestellte Kunden Lesen Sie die Erfolgsgeschichte » Video ansehen » Video ansehen » Lesen Sie die Erfolgsgeschichte » Video ansehen » Anwendungsfälle Speicherung und Verteilung von Inhalten Amazon S3 bietet eine hochgradig zuverlässige und verfügbare Speicherung für unterschiedlichste Inhalte, von Web-Anwendungen zu Mediendateien. Sie erhalten die Möglichkeit, Ihre gesamte Speicherinfrastruktur in die Cloud zu verlegen, wo Sie von der Skalierbarkeit und dem bedarfsorientierten Zahlungsmodell von Amazon S3 profitieren und die Speicherumgebung an Ihre Bedürfnisse anpassen können. Verteilen Sie Ihre Inhalte direkt über Amazon S3 oder nutzen Sie Amazon S3 als Ausgangspunkt zur Weitergabe von Inhalten an Ihre Amazon CloudFront-Speicherorte. Zur Weitergabe von Inhalten, die sich leicht reproduzieren lassen oder von denen eine Originalkopie an einem anderen Ort gespeichert ist, ist die RRS-Funktion (Reduced Redundancy Storage) von Amazon S3 eine attraktive Lösung. Wenn Sie etwa Medieninhalte an Ihrem Unternehmensstandort speichern, diese aber Ihren Kunden, Partnern oder Mitarbeitern zugänglich machen müssen, ist RRS die kostengünstige Lösung zur Speicherung und Weitergabe dieser Inhalte. Speicherung zur Datenanalyse Ob Sie pharmazeutische Daten zur Analyse, Finanzdaten zur Weiterverarbeitung und Preisgestaltung oder Bilddaten zur Größenanpassung speichern – Amazon S3 ist der ideale Speicherort für Ihre Originalinhalte. Senden Sie Ihre Inhalte zur Bearbeitung, Größenanpassung oder groß angelegten Analyse an Amazon EC2, ohne Gebühren für die Datenübertragung zu zahlen. Sie haben dann die Wahl, die entstehenden, reproduzierbaren Inhalte unter Verwendung der Reduced Redundancy Storage-Funktion von Amazon S3 (oder wahlweise natürlich auch über die Standard-Speichermethode von Amazon S3) zu sichern. Backup, Archivierung und Disaster Recovery Amazon S3 ist eine überaus zuverlässige, skalierbare und sichere Lösung zum Speichern und Archivieren Ihrer wichtigen Daten. Nutzen Sie die Versioning-Funktion von Amazon S3, um Ihre gespeicherten Daten noch umfassender zu schützen. Sehr große Datensätze können mit AWS Import/Export zwischen AWS und physischen Speichermedien verschoben werden. Dies ist eine ideale Lösung für die Verschiebung großer Datenmengen zur regelmäßigen Sicherung oder schnellen Wiederherstellung von Daten für die Notfallwiederherstellung. Sie können auch Regeln definieren, um Amazon S3-Objekte basierend auf der Objektnutzungsdauer im überaus kostengünstigen Speicherservice von Amazon Glacier zu archivieren. Entsprechend dem Alter Ihrer Daten können Sie mithilfe dieser Regeln sicherstellen, dass diese automatisch mit der Speicheroption gespeichert werden, die für Ihre Anforderungen am wirtschaftlichsten ist. Weitere Informationen » Statisches Hosten von Websites Sie können Ihre gesamte statische Website in Amazon S3 im Rahmen einer kostengünstigen, hoch verfügbaren Hosting-Lösung hosten, die zum Erfüllen von Datenverkehrsanforderungen automatisch skaliert werden kann. Das eigenständige Hosten einer hoch verfügbaren Website, die mit Spitzenlasten beim Datenverkehr zurechtkommt, kann aufwendig und teuer sein. Mit Amazon S3 können Sie Ihren Datenverkehr zuverlässig bewältigen und unerwartete Spitzen verarbeiten, ohne sich über die Skalierung Ihrer Infrastruktur Gedanken machen zu müssen. Amazon S3 ist für eine Verfügbarkeit von 99,99 % und eine Beständigkeit von 99,999999999 % ausgelegt und bietet Ihnen einen Zugriff auf dieselbe überaus skalierbare, zuverlässige, schnelle und kostengünstige Infrastruktur, mit der Amazon sein eigenes globales Netz aus Websites betreibt. Sie können auch von den nutzungsabhängigen Preisen profitieren. Sie zahlen nur für die Kapazität, die Sie tatsächlich nutzen. Die Amazon S3-Lösung für das Hosten von Websites eignet sich besonders für Websites mit statischen Inhalten einschließlich HTML-Dateien, Bildern, Videos und Skripts auf Client-Seite wie JavaScript. (Für Websites mit Skripts auf Serverseite und Datenbankinteraktion wird Amazon EC2 empfohlen.) Ausführungsanforderungen von Amazon S3 Hinter Amazon S3 steht die Idee, dass eine zuverlässige internetbasierte Speicherung selbstverständlich sein sollte. Entwickler werden von der Sorge um die Speicherung ihrer Daten befreit und müssen sich weder um Sicherheit noch um ausreichenden Speicherplatz kümmern. Einmalige Kosten für das Einrichten einer eigenen Speicherlösung entfallen ebenso wie laufende Kosten für Pflege und Skalierung von Servern. Amazon S3 zeichnet sich durch Stabilität und eine einfache Funktionsweise aus: Speichern Sie beliebige Datenmengen günstig und sicher und greifen Sie darauf zu, wann Sie möchten. Mit Amazon S3 können sich Entwickler voll und ganz auf ihre Arbeit konzentrieren, ohne Sorge über die Speicherung der Daten. Amazon S3 erfüllt folgende Ausführungsanforderungen: Sicher Die Infrastruktur wurde darauf ausgelegt, dem Kunden die volle Kontrolle darüber zu geben, wer auf seine Daten zugreifen darf. Darüber hinaus müssen Kunden in der Lage sein, ihre Daten sowohl bei der Übertragung als auch bei der Speicherung einfach schützen zu können. Zuverlässig Speichern Sie Daten mit bis zu 99,999999999 % Zuverlässigkeit und 99,99 % Verfügbarkeit. Einzelne Fehlerquellen sind nicht möglich. Fehler müssen ohne Ausfallzeiten vom System toleriert oder behoben werden. Skalierbar Amazon S3 unterstützt die Skalierung von Speicher, Anforderungsrate und Benutzern und unterstützt eine unbegrenzte Anzahl von Cloud Computing-Anwendungen. Skalierbarkeit als Vorteil: Das Hinzufügen von Knoten trägt zu einer Erhöhung von Verfügbarkeit, Geschwindigkeit, Durchsatz, Kapazität und Zuverlässigkeit bei. Schnell Amazon S3 muss schnell genug sein, um Hochleistungsanwendungen reibungslos zu unterstützen. Die serverseitige Latenz ist im Vergleich zur Internetlatenz ohne Bedeutung. Engpässe in der Leistung können durch das Hinzufügen von Knoten im System schnell ausgeglichen werden. Kostengünstig Amazon S3 basiert auf kostengünstiger Standardhardware. Jede Hardware fällt irgendwann einmal aus, was aber nicht das Gesamtsystem beeinträchtigen darf. Die Unabhängigkeit von Hardware trägt zu Einsparungen bei, da Amazon kontinuierlich die Infrastrukturkosten senkt. Einfach Die Bereitstellung von überaus skalierbarem, zuverlässigem, schnellem und günstigem Speicher ist schwierig. Noch schwieriger ist es, den Zugriff so zu gestalten, dass dieser mit jeder Anwendung und von überall aus einfach und benutzerfreundlich ist. Amazon S3 erfüllt beide Ansprüche. Eine der wichtigsten Funktionen ist, dass ein einzelnes verteiltes Amazon S3-System sowohl die Anforderungen interner Amazon-Anwendungen als auch externer Entwickler jeglicher Anwendungen erfüllt. Das System muss schnell und zuverlässig die Websites von Amazon.com und gleichzeitig eine flexible Datenspeicherung für Entwickler bereitstellen. Kostenloses Konto erstellen  AWS auf Twitter  AWS auf Facebook  AWS auf Google+  AWS-Blog  Neuigkeiten RSS AWS und Cloud Computing Was ist Cloud Computing? Produkte und Services Kundenerfolg Economics Center Architekturzentrum Sicherheitszentrum Neuerungen Whitepaper AWS-Blog Events Pressemitteilungen Berichte von Analysten Recht Lösungen Websites und Websitehosting Unternehmensanwendungen Sicherung und Wiederherstellung Notfallwiederherstellung Datenarchiv Big Data High Performance Computing Services für Mobilgeräte Digitales Marketing Entwicklung von Spielen Digitale Medien Ressourcen und Schulungen Entwickler Java in AWS JavaScript in AWS Mobile Technologien in AWS PHP in AWS Python in AWS Ruby in AWS Windows und .NET in AWS SDKs und Tools AWS Marketplace Benutzergruppen Support Plans Service Health Dashboard Discussion Forums FAQs Dokumentation Articles & Tutorials Verwalten Ihres Kontos Management Console Fakturierung und Kostenmanagement Persönliche Daten Zahlungsweise AWS Identity & Access Management Anmeldeinformationen Erhöhungen von Service-Limits beantragen Amazon Web Services stellt ein. Amazon Web Services (AWS) ist ein dynamisch wachsender Geschäftsbereich von Amazon.com. Wir stellen derzeit u. a. ein: Software-Entwickler, Produktmanager, Account Manager, Lösungsarchitekten, Support-Techniker, Systemtechniker und Designer. Weitere Informationen finden Sie auf unserer Seite Karrieren oder auf der für Entwickler spezifischen Seite "Karrieren". Amazon Web Services ist ein Arbeitgeber, der Chancengleichheit und Gleichbehandlung fördert. Ein Unternehmen von Amazon.com Language Deutsch English Español Français 日本語 Português 한국어 中文 (简体) Allgemeine Geschäftsbedingungen | Datenschutz © 2014, Amazon Web Services, Inc. oder Tochterfirmen. Alle Rechte vorbehalten.)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/02/are-principals-friends-of-public.html?showComment0751329253718135,Staffroom Confidential: Are Principals friends of public education? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, February 14, 2012 Are Principals friends of public education? The BC Principals and Vice Principals Association has chosen a couple of times to wade in on the teachers' job action. Unfortunately they have chosen to mostly remain silent, or worse to oppose teacher actions - including when we are pushing for changes to improve student learning. In 2002, when class size limits and class composition limits were illegally removed from teacher collective agreements, the Principals supported government. They wanted the "flexibility" to arrange classes however they wanted. In my school, within three short years, this meant every PE 9 class had gone from 30 up to 40 students. Principals abused this authority and quickly drastically oversize classes became the norm. The BCPVPA has been almost silent on two decades of funding cuts to education budgets. Rather than speak out, they often claim they are working behind the scenes. This simply feeds in to a false impression that cuts are not hurting kids. During the current job action, many Principals have refused to do struck work as required by the Labour Relations Board. It is these Principal actions that have led to most of the cancellations of field trips and other activities because Principals would not do the paperwork. Where they are, these events have gone ahead. A common complaint is that they shouldn't have to do "teacher work", but since when was teacher work so inundated with forms, money collection, and administrivia? The reality is that Principals have been downloading this work to teachers for years. Why haven't administrators advocated for adequate secretarial support in schools to meet these needs? It is nonsensical to use teacher time (that could otherwise be spent on student learning activities) for paperwork. Principals have routinely refused to speak out when individual classes are not appropriate for student learning. Under the School Act guidelines, they must state their opinion on class organization for any class that is oversize or overcrowded. Despite 12,000 classes in this category, every single Principal for every single class has "signed off" on the class, attesting it is "appropriate for student learning". Where is the integrity in making such a claim when the real reasons (typically said privately to teachers) are lack of funding? Principals should be joining teachers and speaking up. They only need to look south to see that they too will soon be in the firing line with a government obsessed with US style "reform".  Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 10:02 AM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 3 comments: AnonymousFebruary 14, 2012 at 1:08 PM They would want "flexibility" because it makes their jobs easier. Scheduling is a hard problem. Harder when you need smaller class sizes but the government & board won't pay for enough teachers. The direction that authority flows makes it easy for principals to blame teachers and to push work onto teachers. It's hard work to go against authority and get the government and school boards to pony up the cash to hire more people. The principals could end up labeled as "whiners" or "not a team player". Then next year they get replaced by someone who will just accept whatever the higher-ups throw at them.ReplyDelete David BratzerFebruary 14, 2012 at 10:05 PM I suspect they would be more willing to speak up if they were unionized. Tara, I'm wondering if you see that as a possibility someday?ReplyDelete Tara EhrckeFebruary 15, 2012 at 10:42 AM Principals used to be a part of the BCTF and were removed by gov't some time ago. I don't really like the whole management model in schools - I think it de-professionalizes teachers. There are some interesting schools in the US (surprise!) that do not have Principals. Sometimes they get lots of buy in because the teachers feel truly part of the school leadership/decision making, rather than feeling that they are at the bottom of top-down diktats that simply don't make any sense on the ground. Here's an article about it: http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Education/2010/0901/School-teachers-in-charge-Why-some-schools-are-forgoing-principalsReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ▼  February (11) BC Teachers' Day of Action: It's about priorities.... Rally to support teachers for a fair deal On a legislated contract and parents who care - on... Will the BC government agree to mediation to resol... Confusing differentiation with adverse discriminat... Are BC workers getting wage increases? Are Principals friends of public education? Negotiate, don't legislate BC's Learning Improvement Fund - 1 minute per stud... Go east, young teacher Kevin Falcon speaks the Liberal truth - serve the ... ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8262,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 1, September 2004 The Campbell government and the B.C. education agenda by Noel Herron In the countdown to the next provincial election, over the course of the next eight months, you can expect to be inundated with advertisements, reports, surveys, and pronouncements from Victoria delineating how the Campbell government’s "New Era" education agenda has wrought wonders for B.C.’s public schools. Don’t believe a word of it. The premier has asserted that public education has been his number-one priority since he was elected; yet the Campbell government’s agenda over the past three years has been nothing short of disastrous for one of the finest public education systems in this country. Chronic underfunding has resulted in closed schools, laid-off teachers, shortages of basic classroom supplies and materials, program disruption and cancellation (particularly for thousands of vulnerable kids), a veritable tsunami of education changes (some superficial), with little or no consultation, increased class size, and record levels of local fundraising by parent groups. After appointing Christy Clark minister of education—one of the most arrogant and confrontational ministers of education this province has ever seen—and leaving her in that portfolio for two years, Campbell belatedly realized that she would be a severe impediment heading into the next election. (The near collapse of the scandal-ridden Ministry of Children and Family Development provided the opportunity for an overdue cabinet shuffle.) And so the kinder, gentler Tom Christensen surfaced as the new minister to repair the damaged relationships with parents, teachers, and school trustees. Christensen was also left, in late August, to mop up the mess from the abrupt withdrawal of Christy Clark’s much-trumpeted and partly fatuous fitness plan for B.C. schools scheduled to be implemented this year. Whether the new minister is successful in rebuilding relationships remains to be seen, but one thing is painfully clear: his predecessor’s dismissive and condescending approach to teachers is not reparible within a short period of time. And this situation is not helped by the premier’s insistence in his public pronouncements that teachers, through their Federation, constitute a "special interest" group and as such their opinions are to be discounted. Adding another and bizarre dimension to this overtly political strategy was Global TV’s Victoria political correspondent Keith Baldrey’s statement to a B.C. school trustees’ gathering last December, that a sizeable segment of backbench Liberal MLAs have a "pathological hatred" for the BCTF. It appears that idealogical extremism knows no bounds for many in this government. And with this attitude it is not difficult to foresee an ongoing and unrelenting campaign to demonize the Federation over the next few months particularly in an attempt to separate the organization from its rank and file members. But what perfectly symbolizes the Campbell government’s approach to education is, we are told, the premier’s intense interest in "literacy" and its relationship to student improvement. Indeed, this has been the topic in several of his public addresses. Speaking at the most recent B.C. School Trustees Association (BCSTA) annual general meeting in Victoria, Tom Christensen went out of his way to inform us of Campbell’s abiding support for "literacy" and of his commitment to ensure that no B.C. kid would be left behind. The minister waxed eloquent on this topic. Never mind the fact that over the past three years the B.C. Liberals have drastically cut school-based teacher-librarian positions—a key component in the promotion of any worthwhile literacy program. B.C. now has one of the worst per-pupil-school-librarian ratios in Canada with "closed" signs prominently displayed on many school library doors. As the May 17, 2005, election date approaches, we can expect the Campbell Liberals to use two strategies for their return to Victoria—the sweetening of the education pot with added funding for schools, but nowhere near what is required to rebuild the system, and accompanying this will be the time-worn don’t-blame-us-blame-them (school boards) strategy to blunt the criticism of the impact of provincial underfunding. Even the cheerleading Province newspaper, in a mid-summer editorial, excoriated the provincial government as being "irresponsible" for repeatedly using this diversionary tactic. However, that won’t stop the B.C. Liberals as they are deeply worried about the downward slide in the premier’s personal approval rating, having appointed an internal committee to bolster his performance. Although they are quick to deny it, they will, if past performance is an indicator, be preoccupied with spin and worried about future newscasts from now until next May. Hold on to your chalkboards folks, as public relations dominate the upcoming B.C. education agenda. Noel Herron is a Vancouver School Board trustee. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/hashtag/surrey,Tweets about #surrey hashtag on Twitter টুইটার অনুসন্ধান অনুসন্ধান টুইটার খুঁজুন সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ ভাষা : বাংলা. हिन्दी Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন টুইটার-এ নতুন ? আজই যোগদান করুন » সাইন ইন করুন ফোন, ইমেল বা ব্যবহারকারীর নাম পাসওয়ার্ড সাইন ইন আমাকে মনে রাখুন পাসওয়ার্ড ভুলে গেছেন? ইতিমধ্যে আপনি কি টেক্সট বার্তার মাধ্যমে টুইটার ব্যবহার করছেন? #surrey -এ তাত্ক্ষণিক আপডেট পান সবকিছু মানুষজন ছবিসমূহ ভিডিওগুলি খবর সময়রেখা সমূহ উন্নত অনুসন্ধান সর্বত্র আপনার কাছাকাছি কাকে অনুসরণ করবেন · রিফ্রেশ · সবকটি দেখুন জনপ্রিয অ্যাকাউন্টগুলি · বন্ধুদের অনুসন্ধান করুন · পরিবর্তন © 2014 টুইটার সম্বন্ধে সহায়তা শর্তাবলী গোপনতা কুকিগুলো বিজ্ঞপ্তি তথ্য ব্র্যান্ড ব্লগ স্ট্যাটাস অ্যাপস চাকরিসমূহ বিজ্ঞাপন ব্যবসা সমূহ মিডিয়া ডেভেলপারগণ ডিরেক্টরি বন্ধ প্রবণতা ট্রেন্ডস আপনার জন্য উপযোগী। ট্রেন্ডের মাধ্যমে আপনি সহজেই আপনার আগ্রহের খবরাখবর পেতে পারছেন। আপনি কোথায় থাকেন এবং কাদের অনুসরণ করেন তার উপরে ভিত্তি করে ট্রেন্ড উপস্থাপিত করা হয়। পরিবর্তন উপযোগী করা ট্রেন্ডস রাখুন বিশ্বব্যাপী প্রবণতা পান সম্পন্ন অনুসন্ধান বিকল্প এই অনুসন্ধান স্থাপিত করুন #surrey এর জন্য ফলাফল শীর্ষ / সব ছবিসমূহ · সবকটি দেখুন Dan James ‏ @DanJamesDesign ৩৩ মিনিট Even in the rain #aliceholt looks beautiful! #surrey pic.twitter.com/9ezzlbXU2i ফটো দেখুন ছবি লুকান প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Missing Pet Register ‏ @petregister ৪ ঘন্টা MISSING Cat Domestic Short Hair Black http://www.nationalpetregister.org//mp/62141.htm  #WorcesterPark #Surrey pls RT সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট St Peters Walton ‏ @StPetersWalton ৪ ঘন্টা Not long now until our Car Boot Sale on 11th Oct from 9am. AND THE SUN WILL BE SHINING!! #Tadworth #Surrey pic.twitter.com/t0FBq163VV ফটো দেখুন ছবি লুকান প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Boogie Monsters ‏ @Boogie_Monsters ৪ ঘন্টা Have you got your tickets? Bring your little monsters for a boogie - live band, disco lights, bubbles... #Surrey pic.twitter.com/KaEgyN2n5l ফটো দেখুন ছবি লুকান প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট মানুষজন · সবকটি দেখুন এবং আরো পুনঃটুইটকৃত ১৯ সময়াবলী Dogs Trust ‏ @DogsTrust ৯ ঘন্টা Great news! We have a new charity shop opening in #Godalming #Surrey info: http://bit.ly/GODALMING  pic.twitter.com/gq8yzfZX2F ৬:১০ পূর্বাহ্ণ - ৬ অক্টোবর, ২০১৪ · বিবরণ সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Jordan ‏ @iJ0rd8n ৫ ঘন্টা @NibblersRetreat looks fantastic on a smartphone! Check them out > http://nibblers-retreat.wix.com/home  #Surrey #Hampshire http://ow.ly/i/77Lta  ফটো দেখুন ছবি লুকান প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট 96.4 Eagle Radio ‏ @eagleradio ৫ ঘন্টা NEWS: "We will be prepared" we're talking flood preparations in #Surrey & #Hampshire http://www.964eagle.co.uk/news/local-news/1414339/are-surrey-and-hampshires-councils-prepared-for-future-flooding/ … সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Surrey Local News ‏ @Surrey_News ৬ ঘন্টা Pedestrian dies after being hit by a car in Weybridge: A man died in hospital after being hit by a car... http://bit.ly/1nazv9R  #Surrey সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট SURREY ‏ @DailySURREY ৬ ঘন্টা Fire fighters rescue two children from locked car in Reigate http://bit.ly/ZOASRp  #Surrey সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Ridge Radio ‏ @RidgeradioUk ৭ ঘন্টা @giles_potter fancy coming along to a Xmas meet and greet for a light turn on ? Can give you a slot to perfom at to 29th November #surrey সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট NHS G&W CCG ‏ @NHSGWCCG ৭ ঘন্টা Get an overview of Fostering in #Surrey @SurreyCouncil open evening, 6th October, 1845, Farnham Town Council, GU9 7RN http://www.surreycc.gov.uk/view?a=658049  সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Camping Magazine ‏ @Campingmagazine ৭ ঘন্টা County no 27 done at the weekend. Stayed at the @CampAndCaravan site at Chertsey in #surrey #39countieschallenge pic.twitter.com/eCnzlS9WtC ফটো দেখুন ছবি লুকান প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Paul Marcus ‏ @PaulMarcusRadio ৮ ঘন্টা Sign up to join Biz for free this October & you could win £100 #Surrey #Hampshire http://www.964eagle.co.uk/biz/  সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Surrey Local News ‏ @Surrey_News ৮ ঘন্টা Sutton United pay the penalty for sloppiness in the Bath: Sutton United boss Paul Doswell slammed the ... http://bit.ly/ZpmtKs  #Surrey সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Surrey Local News ‏ @Surrey_News ৯ ঘন্টা #Surrey 'UK will not turn into a totalitarian nation as result of human rights reforms', insists Chris Graylin... http://bit.ly/1vGBjqp  সারাংশ দেখ সারাংশ লুকান প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Surrey CA ‏ @surreyca ৯ ঘন্টা If you are interested in bidding for Local Prevention #funding in #Surrey then click on this link to find out more http://bit.ly/1ufNEDE  সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Eagle Business ‏ @EagleRadioBiz ৯ ঘন্টা Book your Christmas advertising with @eagleradio to reach up to 258,000 in #Surrey #Hampshire http://www.964eagle.co.uk/advertisewithus/whatweoffer.php … সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Red Cross South ‏ @RedCrossSouth ৯ ঘন্টা Red Cross shop in #Surrey need volunteers with #sewing skills to help fix items in their shop. Are you up for it? http://ow.ly/CjQ4Y  সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Wildlife Sightings ‏ @wildlife_uk ৫ অক্টোবর RT @OwlTurbot: Stonechat, Staines Moor, 28/9/14. @wildlife_uk #Surrey pic.twitter.com/gwpRE0Ncav ফটো দেখুন ছবি লুকান প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Get Surrey ‏ @getsurrey ৪ অক্টোবর Please RT Charlie & Harvey missing - believed stolen - from #Surrey http://www.getsurrey.co.uk/news/local-news/surreys-missing-pets-lost-cats-7570599 … pic.twitter.com/Ow7mO2ZETg ১১:৩৫ পূর্বাহ্ণ - ৪ অক্টোবর, ২০১৪ · বিবরণ সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট #surrey এর জন্য টুইট ফলাফল নেই। আপনি #surrey-এর শীর্ষ টুইটের শেষে পৌঁছে গেছেন। সব টুইট দেখুন। লোড হতে বেশ কিছুক্ষণ সময় নিচ্ছে। টুইটার অতিরিক্ত ক্ষমতা অথবা ক্ষণস্থায়ী হেঁচকির সম্মুখীন হতে পারে। পুনরায় চেষ্টা করুন অথবা পরিদর্শন করুন টুইটার স্ট্যাটাস আরও বিশদ তথ্যের জন্য। খারিজ বন্ধ পূর্ববর্তী পরবর্তী বন্ধ একজন ব্যক্তির প্রোফাইলে যান সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ বন্ধ আপনার অনুসরণকারীদের এই পুনঃটুইটটি পাঠাবেন? বাতিল পুনঃটুইট বন্ধ আপনি কি নিশ্চিত যে এই টুইট মুছে দিতে চান? বাতিল মুছে ফেলুন বন্ধ রোধ করন বাতিল রোধ করন আপনার টুইটসমুহে একটি অবস্থান যুক্ত করুন যখন একটি অবস্থানের সঙ্গে আপনার টুইট করেন, টুইটার সেই অবস্থান সংরক্ষণ করে। প্রত্যেক টুইটের আগে আপনি আপনার অবস্থান চালু / বন্ধ করতে পারেন, এবং যে কোনও সময় আপনি আপনার অবস্থানের ইতিহাস মুছে ফেলতে পারেন। আরো জানুন অবস্থান চালু করুন এখন নয় স্থান বন্ধ করুন বন্ধ প্রোফাইল সারসংক্ষেপ বন্ধ আপনার তালিকাসমূহ বন্ধ একটি নতুন তালিকা তৈরি করুন নাম তালিকা বিবরণ 100 অক্ষরের কম, ঐচ্ছিক তালিকাসমূহ:গোপনীয়তা সাধারণ · যে কেউ এই তালিকা অনুসরণ করতে পারেন ব্যক্তিগত · শুধুমাত্র আপনিই এই তালিকায় প্রবেশ করতে পারবেন তালিকা সংরক্ষণ করুন বন্ধ বন্ধ এই টুইট স্থাপিত কর আপনার নীচের ওয়েবসাইটে কোডটি অনুলিপি দ্বারা এই টুইট যোগ করুন * আরও জানুন হুম, সার্ভারে পৌঁছনোর একটি সমস্যা ছিল। পরে আবার চেষ্টা করবেন? প্রকৃত টুইট অন্তর্ভুক্ত করুন অন্তর্ভুক্ত মিডিয়া প্রাকদর্শন বন্ধ টুইটারে নিবন্ধন করুন টুইটারে নেই? নিবন্ধন করুন, আপনির পছন্দের বিষয়গুলির সাথে যুক্ত হন, এবং তাদের বিষয়ে হালনাগাদ পান। একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন » বন্ধ দুটি উপায় (প্রেরণ এবং গ্রহণ) শর্ট কোড: দেশ কোড গ্রাহকদের জন্য মার্কিন যুক্তরাষ্ট্র 40404 (যে কোন) কানাডা 21212 (যে কোন) যুক্তরাজ্য 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM হাইতি 40404 Digicel, Voila আয়ারল্যান্ড 51210 Vodafone, O2 ভারত 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance ইন্দোনেশিয়া 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » অন্য দেশসমুহের এসএসএস সংক্ষিপ্ত কোড দেখুন বন্ধ নিশ্চিতকরণ)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/BargainingAndContracts.aspx?id=33345&printPage=true,Speaking out > It' s more than a job  	Bargaining and contracts  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Bargaining and Collective Agreements > Teacher Voices It's more than a job but a passion that leaves me emotionally, mentally and physically spent at the end of the day but with the satisfaction knowing that I truly gave whatever I could to the students that depend on me.    A month and a half ago I returned prematurely from a dream trip of mine that I had been secretly planning and pondering for years. A trip around the world and a year away from reality exploring the corners of the world that I had only dreamed of visiting. I didn't make it. I came home 3 months early.   There were a lot of reasons why I returned early but high among those reasons was that I simply missed the classroom. I missed the relationships and connections that I formed and nurtured everyday among my students, colleagues and my community. It's more than a job but a passion that leaves me emotionally, mentally and physically spent at the end of the day but with the satisfaction knowing that I truly gave whatever I could to the students that depend on me.   I encourage my students not to pursue a career in high school but to discover, develop and nurture a passion to explore, inquire and learn. I spend too many evenings and late nights marking and prepping lessons when I know I could be relaxing. I looked forward to the inevitable stress and fatigue but was excited to continue doing what I love to do and hopefully helping teenagers make it through their difficult high school years. I don't say any of this in search of accolades or praise because this is the experience of all teachers who come to work everyday with the knowledge that what we do is a privilege.   Although not the most prestigious of vocations, I'm proud to be a teacher. Little did I know was that I would come home just in time to see the systematic dismantling of the public education system and to be slandered in the newspapers and by our own government. Though saddened and discouraged by what I'm witnessing, if I were given the choice of choosing between my passport or teaching license, it wouldn't even be close. Though I feel free as a bird traversing distant mountains and exploring back alleys in random countries, my heart is in the hallways and classrooms. Educators will persevere because that is what we do. We never quit when it gets difficult or we'd all have left long ago. This too, shall pass.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "October is #FosterFamilyMonth. Thank you #BC for opening your homes and hearts to more than 5,900 children and youth." @John_Yap - 11:14pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/ResearchReports.aspx?id=5626,BCTF > 99wlc05, Teachers on Call in BC: A BCTF Research Survey  	BCTF Research Reports  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Publications > Research Reports BCTF Research Report Section III 99-WLC-05 Teachers on Call in British Columbia: A BCTF Research Survey Spring 1999 Anne C. (Anny) Schaefer BCTF Research Table of Contents Executive Summary   Acknowledgements   Teachers on Call in British Columbia: A BCTF Research Survey      Background List of tables    Survey instrument    Table 1—Survey mail-out & returns    Sample    Table 2—Age distribution    Demographic profile    Table 3—Student loan debt    Average earnings & days of employment List of charts    Student loans    Ages of TOCs and contract teachers    Qualifications    Number of dependants    Multiple TOC lists    Median earnings of TOCs    Work history & preferences    Average days worked    Elementary/secondary    Salary category of TOCs & contract teachers    Call-out    Certificates held by TOCs & educators    Other TOC issues    Activity in 1997-98    Conclusion    TOC preparation compared to enrolments Executive Summary The British Columbia Ministry of Education routinely collects demographic, salary, and other data about full- and part-time contract teachers in the B.C. public education system. Comparable information for teachers on call (TOCs)—known elsewhere as substitute or supply teachers—is limited to the results of a BCTF Research study conducted in late 1992 and published in 1994. The present survey–completed by almost 900 of the more than 5,000 active TOC members of the BCTF–sought to fill some of the gaps in our knowledge of TOCs. Demographics Gender: About 80% of TOCs are women, compared to about two-thirds of contract teachers. The gender difference is most pronounced between TOCs prepared to teach at the elementary and secondary levels. Nearly 90% of TOCs who were prepared to teach only elementary or middle school were female, compared to less than 60% of those prepared to teach secondary. Age: The age distribution of TOCs implies that they will be available to assume the jobs vacated by retiring teachers, all other things being equal. With a median age of 38, TOCs are 7 years younger on average than contract teachers. Of those TOCs who want continuing teacher work, 34% are under 30, compared to 10% of contract teachers. Marital status and dependants: About two-thirds of TOCs are married or living common-law. The majority have no children; 15% have one child, 18% have two children, and 9% have 3 or more children. About 15% of TOCs are lone parents. Under-represented groups: About 7% of TOCs report they are members of a visible minority group, compared to 18% of the B.C. population. Less than 2% report having a disability that cannot be corrected. Less than 1% report First Nations status, compared to just under 4% of the B.C. population. Mobility: Only about 1 in 4 TOCs is willing to move to acquire a continuing teaching position. TOCs’ marital status is a significant factor: almost 40% of non-attached TOCs would be willing to move, compared to 15% of TOCs who are married or living common-law. Gender is also significant: almost one-third of men are willing to move compared to one-fifth of women. Among those willing to move, the most popular destinations were Metro East, Vancouver Island South, and North and South Okanagan. Least popular were Peace River, Central Mainland, North Coast, South Coast, East Kootenay, Fraser Valley, and North Central. While these results are based on small numbers, they do indicate a disturbing trend about the future availability of teachers for rural areas as well as the high-growth Fraser Valley. Only about 1 in 10 TOCs would be willing to move to another province or country to take a teaching job. Average earnings and employment In 1997–98, TOCs worked an average of 73 days, about two-fifths of the school year. They earned an average of just over $11,000, about one-fifth of the average teacher’s salary. Men earned about 10% more than women; similarly, those who wanted continuing teaching work earned about 10% more than those who wish to remain a TOC (career TOCs). TOCs in the Lower Mainland earned almost half again as much ($14,135) as those outside the Lower Mainland ($9,920), a direct result of the number of days worked. Lower Mainland TOCs worked an average of 93 days compared to the 63 days worked by TOCs in the rest of the province. Student loans More than 60% of TOCs are free of student loan debt. Of the 40% with some debt, however, the average is over $15,000—nearly $4,000 more than the average TOC earns in a year. Qualifications TOCs’ credentials compare favourably to those of contract teachers: 88% hold a professional certificate or an interim professional certificate, compared to 90% of contract educators. Of those who want a full-time continuing position, 92% hold a professional or interim professional certificate. Three-quarters of TOCs are in TQS salary categories 5 or 6 (80% of contract teachers). The proportion rises to 81% when only those TOCs wishing a full-time position are considered. A larger proportion of career TOCs are in salary categories 3 and 4: almost half, compared to 19% of TOCs who wish to be employed full-time and 20% of contract teachers. Approximately one-half of TOCs received their teaching certificate within the last 3 years: about 3 in 10 TOCs were certificated in 1998 or 1999, while another 2 in 10 were certificated in the previous two years. Multiple TOC lists The norm is for TOCs to be on only 1 TOC list (76%). About 19% were on 2 lists and 5% were on 3 or more lists. More TOCs in the Lower Mainland are on multiple lists: 69% are on 1 list, 25% are on 2 lists, and about 6% are on 3 or more lists. Work history and preferences The average TOC has taught on-call for just under 4 years. Those wanting full-time work average 3.2 years compared to 6.2 years for career TOCs. In the year before the study, about 40% of TOCs surveyed had been working as a TOC. About 17% had been in school; 12% had had other employment; 7% had been a TOC with a part-time term or continuing appointment; 5% came from family responsibilities; about 3% had been teaching outside B.C.; and about 1% had been unemployed. Three-quarters of TOCs would like a continuing teaching position. Over 60% want more TOC work than they are currently getting—an average of 43 days more. The average TOC has applied for more than 11 positions in 2½ years. Those wanting full-time teaching averaged 15 applications in that time frame. Elementary/secondary Just under two-thirds of TOCs have teacher preparation at the elementary level only. This is somewhat more than the 58% of enrolment at the elementary level. Call-out About 1 in 4 TOCs finds it necessary to own a cell-phone for call-out purposes. The median time that TOCs must wait for an assignment each day is 2.75 unpaid hours. Other TOC issues TOCs keenly miss professional development opportunities; many would be willing to take a teacher education refresher course. TOCs yearn for constructive feedback on their classroom performance. They feel acutely isolated and cut off from the school system. Most TOCs believe that TOCs face major obstacles when trying to obtain teaching appointments. The obstacles they identify include: isolation, favouritism in hiring, funding cutbacks and declining enrolments resulting in fewer positions, and age discrimination against older teachers. There is also a sense of betrayal: having accepted that they would need to work as a TOC for several years before becoming eligible for a full-time position, many now feel stigmatized and stereotyped as "just a TOC." The report ends with a recommendation that a cross-divisional BCTF group with TOC representatives be struck to examine the data and generate policy advice. Acknowledgments The survey instrument was developed with input from staff of the Bargaining, Professional Development, and Research and Technology divisions of the BCTF; members of the Teacher on Call Advisory Committee; members of the provincial Teacher Supply and Demand Committee; and excluded staff and elected officers of the Federation. Joanne Enquist of Computer Services capably designed the Teleform questionnaire; she and Anne Field of BCTF Research scanned and verified the data. Anne also managed the monitoring of nearly 900 surveys. Appreciation is due especially to all the teachers on call who took the time to complete and return the lengthy survey. Teachers on Call in British Columbia: A BCTF Research Survey Spring 1999 Background The British Columbia Teachers’ Federation is interested in understanding the needs of its teacher-on-call (TOC) members in order to develop and improve services such as professional development activities, bargaining strategies, and projections of the future supply of and demand for teachers in British Columbia. While the Ministry of Education provides extensive demographic, salary, and other data about full-time and part-time contract teachers, our knowledge of TOCs is very limited. Besides anecdotal reports, the main source of information has been a BCTF Research study conducted in late 1992.1 In 1998, planning began for a follow-up study after an examination of Member Records data indicated there were more than 5,500 active TOCs and almost 9,500 inactive TOCs (defined as teachers who had been TOCs at one time but had not paid Federation dues for at least six months).2 Approximately 5,000 to 6,000 additional teachers had a secondary TOC code, indicating they probably held part-time contracts and wanted more work. A survey instrument was devised, adapting a number of questions from the 1992 survey and adding other questions to reflect changing concerns of BCTF members and staff. Many individuals and groups provided feedback, including the Teacher-on-Call Advisory Committee, the provincial Teacher Supply and Demand Committee, the Bargaining and Professional Development Divisions of the BCTF, and excluded staff and elected officers of the Federation. The survey was prepared for electronic data entry using Teleform software. Survey instrument Contact BCTF Research at 604-871-2251, 1-800-663-9163 local 2251, or afield@bctf.ca to receive a copy of the survey instrument. Sample To ensure adequate coverage of both Lower Mainland and outlying areas, BCTF Research asked Computer Services to create two large random selection files of active TOCs3 from the Member Records system. The goal was to obtain enough returns in each group to ensure statistical significance.4 Respondents received a self-addressed return envelope plus a cover letter from BCTF President Kit Krieger requesting TOCs’ co-operation in completing and returning the survey by March 31. On March 4, 1999, a total of 2,467 surveys were mailed out; Table 1 summarizes the mail-out and returns. Table 1 - Survey mail-out and returns Area of Residence Number of TOCs(Code SY, Feb./99) Surveys Mailed Responses Required for 95% Confidence Interval4 Responses Received Response Rate Lower Mainland (School Districts #35 to #45 inclusive) 1,973 1,230 333 369 30% Outside L. Mainland (all other districts) 3,560 1,237 364 478 39% No SD provided       14   TOTAL 5,533 2,467 375 861 35% BCTF Member Records data for February 1999 indicate that about 36% of TOCs reside in the Lower Mainland; in our sample, that proportion was about 44%, indicating some oversampling from the Greater Vancouver area. Demographic profile Gender About 80% of TOCs are women, compared to about 66% of the contract teaching force.5 To a great extent, this probably reflects the current makeup of teacher education programs; however, the proportion is somewhat greater than the approximately 70% of new contract educators hired each year who are female.6 There is little difference in the proportions of TOCs who are female inside (78%) and outside (80%) the Lower Mainland. An interesting difference emerges, however, when TOCs’ teacher education preparation is considered along with gender. Of those who reported their teacher education preparation, nearly 90% of those who were prepared to teach only elementary or middle school were women, compared to less than 60% of those prepared to teach secondary. Age A significant finding of this survey is the actual age distribution of teachers on call. If it were similar to that of contract teachers, large numbers of TOCs would not be available to fill positions vacated by retiring teachers. If TOCs are younger than regular teachers, however, we can expect them to have more working years left until retirement; they could thus be called upon to assume contract positions for a reasonable period of time. The results show unequivocally that teachers on call are younger than contract teachers. TOCs’ median age (38) is 7 years less than that of contract teachers. Table 2 provides more dramatic evidence: While only 10% of contract teachers are under 30, 27% of TOCs fall in that age group. When only those TOCs who want continuing teaching work are considered, however, the proportion under 30 rises to 34%. Looked at another way, almost 30% of contract teachers are 50 or older compared to about 15% of TOCs who want continuing teaching positions. Table 2 - Age distribution Age group All TOCs Want continuing teaching work Wish to remain TOC ("career TOC") Current contract teachers7 under 30 221 27% 188 34% 24 13% 3,715 10% 30-39 210 26% 162 29% 38 20% 8,606 24% 40-49 175 22% 128 23% 35 18% 13,469 37% 50-59 137 17% 70 13% 57 30% 9,994 28% 61+ 61 8% 11 2% 36 19% 504 1% Total 804 100% 559 100% 190 100% 36,288 100% TOC numbers are samples only. Percentage totals may not add up to 100% because of rounding.   Marital status and dependants Family commitments are important determinants of TOCs’ mobility and willingness to move, as well as important (though contradictory) indicators of TOCs’ financial requirements. Potential TOCs with heavy financial commitments may never become TOCs or, if they do, may not last very long, so they may not be represented in this study. The 1999 TOC survey provides information about marital status and number of dependants; unfortunately there is no comparable information for contract teachers. About two-thirds of TOCs are married or living in common-law unions; the remaining third are single or divorced. Economic factors, high education levels, and age are important factors in deciding whether and when to start a family. More than half of all TOCs have no dependants, while more than half of married TOCs do have children at home. About 15% of TOCs have one child, 18% have two children, and 9% have three or more children. About 15% of TOCs are lone parents. Under-represented groups The survey included a question regarding visible minority and other under-represented group status. These results should be used with caution as the questions could be considered intrusive and sensitive by many people. Of the 861 respondents, 149 identified themselves as members of one or more of the specified groups. About 7% are members of visible minorities, compared to about 18% of the B.C. population.8 Similarly, about 7% consider that their education or career has been affected by their gender; while these TOCs are mostly female, many are male. A tiny minority—about 2½%—report that their education or career has been affected by a refugee/immigrant experience. A smaller minority report that they have a disability that cannot be completely compensated for by a technical aid such as glasses or a hearing aid (about 1¾%). A very small proportion of TOCs report First Nations/Méti s status. In the 1996 Census, First Nations people made up just under 4% of B. C.’s population.9 Less than 1% reported that their career had been affected by their sexual orientation (0.7%). Mobility Asked whether they would be willing to move in order to acquire a continuing teaching position, about one-third of those who provided an answer replied in the affirmative. If we assume that those who did not answer were unwilling to move, the proportion of TOCs who are willing to move drops to about one-quarter. Marital status plays an important role in mobility: almost 40% of single or divorced TOCs would be willing to move compared to 15% of TOCs who are married or in a common-law living arrangement (again assuming that those who did not respond were unwilling to move). Gender also plays a role; 32% of male TOCs are willing to move for a continuing teaching position compared to 20% of females. The most popular first choices were Metro East, Vancouver Island South, and the North and South Okanagan.10 The least popular areas were the rural districts comprising Peace River, Central Mainland, North Coast, South Coast, East Kootenay, and North Central as well as the Fraser Valley.11 These results are based on small numbers and therefore should not be taken too literally; however, they do provide an indication of trends. Rural areas may suffer if TOCs are unwilling to move there. Also of concern is the lack of interest in moving to the high-growth Fraser Valley. About half of those willing to move (almost 12% of all TOCs) would be willing to move to another part of Canada. About 1 in 10 would move to another country to take a teaching position. Average earnings and days of employment TOCs’ average earnings in the 1997–98 school year were $11,37512, about one-fifth of the average full-time teacher’s salary of $53,730. TOCs’ median earnings were just over $10,000. About 10% of TOCs earned more than $21,000 a year while 25% earned more than $16,250; another 25% earned $5,000 or less. TOCs who want a continuing teaching position earn slightly more (median $11,000) than those who prefer to remain TOCs (just under $10,000). Similarly, men’s median earnings from TOC work at $11,000 are 10% more than women’s ($10,000). Median earnings of those TOCs who have some secondary preparation (not including middle school) are slightly less than those with no secondary preparation ($10,000 compared to $10,450). A more noteworthy difference emerges between TOCs in the Lower Mainland (median earnings $14,135) and those outside the Lower Mainland ($9,920). This difference can perhaps be attributed to the fact that many TOCs in Greater Vancouver are on multiple TOC lists (see section below) and thus have more opportunity to be called out. Given the low level of earnings, it is not surprising that 4 out of 10 TOCs find it necessary to supplement their income with non-teaching work. About 40% of the income of these teachers comes from other employment. Men are more likely to supplement their income than women (about half of men, compared to 40% of women). TOCs worked an average of 73 days in 1997–98, about 40% of the school year. There was no appreciable difference between number of days worked by those wanting a continuing teaching position and career TOCs. On average, men worked 6 days more than women and secondary teachers worked 3 days more than elementary. The most significant difference is between the Lower Mainland and outside the Lower Mainland: TOCs in Greater Vancouver worked half again as many days as those in the rest of the province. Student loans As shown in Table 3, 6 out of 10 TOCs have no student loan debt at this time. Of the 40% with some net debt (debt after loan remission program), the mean is about $15,500 while the median net student debt is $13,000. Recalling that median earnings of TOCs are $10,000, this is a staggering debt load for new teachers to carry. Table 3 - Student loan debt Net Debt Number Percent $0 or missing 529 61 <=$5,000 66 8 $ 5,000-$10,000 73 8 $10,000-$20,000 94 11 $20,000-$30,000 68 8 $30,000-$40,000 20 2 $40,000-$50,000 7 1 > $50,000- 4 1 Total 861 100 Qualifications Teachers on call have excellent credentials: 88% hold a professional certificate or an interim professional certificate, compared to 90% of contract educators.13 Of TOCs who want to work full-time as teachers, 92% hold a professional or interim professional certificate. Career TOCs differ in that 19% of them hold a standard certificate (usually meaning third- or fourth-year standing in a faculty of education, degree not complete), compared to 7% of TOCs who want continuing positions and 9% of contract teachers. In terms of salary category, three-quarters of TOCs are in categories 5 or 6, compared to 80% of contract teachers.14 When only those TOCs wishing a full-time position are counted, the proportion rises to 81%. Only 54% of the minority career TOCs—those who prefer to remain a TOC—are in Category 5 or 6. Almost half are in categories 1 to 4, compared to 19% of TOCs who wish to be employed full-time and 20% of contract teachers. Only a handful of TOCs report having restrictions on their certificates; in many cases the restriction is that the certificate is interim, usually meaning that the TOC is just about to complete teacher education.   About 3 in 10 TOCs received their teaching certificate in either 1998 or 1999. Another one-fifth were certificated in the previous two years. Six of every ten TOCs would be willing to take a teacher education refresher course or program. Interestingly, those 30 and under—presumably the TOCs who graduated most recently—are the most eager: 69% of this group would take a refresher. Multiple TOC lists Of the 764 TOCs reporting being on a TOC list in 1998–99, three-quarters were on only 1 TOC list. About 20% were on 2 lists, 4% on 3 lists, and 1% on 4 or 5 lists. In the Lower Mainland, more TOCs are on multiple lists. While 69% are on just 1 list, 25% are on 2 lists, 5% are on 3 lists, and only a handful are on more than 3 lists. Work history and preferences The average TOC has taught on-call for just under 4 years. (The median is 2.3 years.) Those who want full-time work have an average of 3.2 years of TOC experience compared to 6.2 for career TOCs. In the year before the study, about 40% of TOCs surveyed had been working as a TOC. Another 7% had been a TOC with a part-time term or continuing appointment, and 7% had had continuing or term appointments in B.C. About 17% had been in school. About 12% had been employed outside of teaching, 3% had taught outside of B.C., 5% were engaged in family responsibilities, and 1% were unemployed. About 1 in every 5 TOCs is re-entering teaching after a period of absence, while about 6% of TOCs are retired teachers. Three-quarters of TOCs would prefer a continuing teaching position. This works out to about 70% of men and three-quarters of women. Removing retired teachers from the sample, 77% of women and 82% of men would prefer a continuing teaching position. Just over half of TOCs report that they are seeking on-call work full-time, and over 60% want more teaching work than they are currently getting. On average, TOCs wanted 116 days of work, 43 days more than they were actually working. Those wishing a full-time position wanted 129 days while career TOCs wanted 93 days, on average. Since September 1996—a 2½-year period—the average TOC has applied for more than 11 positions. The median number of positions applied for is 5. Career TOCs averaged 2.5 applications (median 0) while those wanting full-time work averaged 15 (median 9). About 12% of TOCs have worked in a private school in British Columbia for an average of 22 months (median 10 months). Nearly two-thirds of TOCs who want to work full-time would consider a position in a private school. Less than 5% of TOCs have ever taught in a B.C. band school. Of the approximately 600 TOCs who prefer a continuing teaching position, about 80% were actively seeking a continuing teaching position at the time of the study in March 1999. These are active and energetic job-seekers. To support their job searches, they are volunteering (208), taking additional courses (201), engaging in community activities (180), and participating in a variety of other activities (121). Elementary/secondary Two-thirds of TOCs (63%) had teacher-education preparation at the elementary level only. Ministry data indicate that 58% of headcount enrolments and 56% of full-time equivalent educators are at the elementary level.15 In other words, TOCs at the elementary level appear to be over-represented; however, middle-school enrolments are not included in this analysis. Call-out About 1 of every 4 TOCs finds it necessary to own a cellular phone for call-out purposes. The median time that TOCs are required to be "on call" (i.e., to wait for an assignment) is 2.75 hours per day, with a range of 0 to 24 hours. This time is uncompensated and may not lead to an assignment. Other TOC issues Substitute teachers have, of course, become significantly elevated in my eyes. With a swift pen will I strike away any suggestion they should be deprived of preps, assigned extra supervision, or pay for coffee. I will always try to welcome them and check on them during the day, ensuring they have all they need. I will do everything I can to recognize them and enhance their status in the eyes of the profession. –Vancouver principal Peter Bayley, after a year of subbing in Australia16 Professional development TOCs are very keen on having access to professional development opportunities, particularly those related to curriculum in general and their specialties in particular. Results from the pertinent questions have been reported separately to the BCTF Professional Development Division. Feedback Many TOCs—especially those new to the profession—feel acutely isolated, cut off from the school system, and unable to move into a full-time position. Most TOCs are interested in receiving legitimate, clear feedback about their performance in the classroom, to enhance professional development and to support applications for continuing positions or more on-call work. Any feedback system should be sensitive to the difficulties inherent in TOC work.17 Obstacles Almost two-thirds of all TOCs believe that there are major obstacles to TOCs obtaining continuing or term teaching appointments. Over 40% of those who wish to remain a TOC feel this way compared to about three-quarters of those who would like a continuing teaching position. Among the obstacles mentioned: isolation; lack of clarity around hiring procedures; a perception of favouritism and nepotism in hiring; poor communication of postings; supply and demand issues, e.g., funding cutbacks, declining or stagnating enrolments, pools of unemployed or underemployed teachers all vying for the same limited number of positions, oversupply of new teachers, and cutbacks in non-core areas; and a sense that older teachers are discriminated against, perhaps because their experience makes them more expensive in some districts. After being told that they could expect to work as a TOC for several years before having access to a continuing position, many TOCs now feel a sense of betrayal, saying that they have been stereotyped as "just a TOC", "written off", and "stale-dated." They find it difficult to demonstrate their teaching skills as they are often trapped in managing classrooms under difficult circumstances, and they have few opportunities to develop skills such as lesson-planning. Conclusion Teachers on call in British Columbia are well-qualified, eager to practice their profession, and enthusiastic about professional development. Unfortunately, they often feel isolated from the school system and as if they are treated like second-class citizens. The large majority would prefer a continuing teaching position, and they apply often for part- and full-time teaching jobs. There is a sense, however, that TOC work is undervalued, certainly underpaid, and often not considered as experience. TOCs often feel overlooked in favour of new graduates and hence betrayed by a system that suggested they would be in the queue for a full-time position if they put in their time as a TOC for a few years. Adequate education funding, well-thought-out early retirement incentive programs for contract teachers, and more respect for TOC work would go a long way toward improving opportunities, working conditions, and status of TOCs in British Columbia. The current survey provides a rich data source for those interested in improving the working conditions of TOCs. Combining this information with the knowledge of TOCs in the field, and of staff from the BCTF’s bargaining, PD, and research divisions, would create a solid starting point for policy development for the coming years. It is therefore recommended that a group with representatives from these three divisions as well as TOC groups outside the building be formed to examine the working conditions of TOCs and to formulate policies on topics including bargaining objectives, professional development opportunities, and supply and demand issues. © CopyrightB.C. Teachers' Federation, 1999. All rights reserved. ACS:af:je:utfe/IWA Local 1-3567 ____________________________________ 1 John D. Malcolmson, Teachers on Call in British Columbia, BCTF Research Report 94-WLC-03 (November 1993). Back 2 Anne C. (Anny) Schaefer, Who Are the Teachers of British Columbia?, BCTF Research Report 98-TD-01 (August 1998), p. 8. The number of TOCs in BCTF's Member Records system varies from month to month: These figures are based on September 1997 data. Analysis of Member Records data from December 1998 indicates: more than 5,500 "regular" TOCs (the sample frame for this survey); an additional 2,250 TOCs who were not yet signed up (whom this survey did not reach); more than 10,000 "inactive" TOCs; more than 3,800 inactive TOCs who had never signed up with a BCTF local; and more than 5,700 teachers who had a secondary code of TOC, indicating they probably had part-time teaching positions but wanted more work. The 2 inactive codes include teachers who had not worked as a teacher for at least 6 months; these numbers have been accumulating since about 1989. Back 3 Member code SY: "Teacher on Call, certificated, paid fees in last 6 months." TOCs who were not yet signed up and part-time teachers who secondarily teach on call were not included in the sampling frame. Back 4 Greg Tyndall, A General Guide to Survey Design (3rd Edition), Independent Research and Management Consultants (1994), p. 45. A 95% confidence level is defined as a range of plus or minus 5%, 19 times out of 20. Back 5 B.C. Ministry of Education, Standard Report 2063 (September 1998). Contract teachers are those who have a full- or part-time contract with one or more school districts. Back 6 Anne C. (Anny) Schaefer, Who Are the Teachers of British Columbia?, BCTF Research Report 98-TD-01 (August 1998), p. 46; B.C. Ministry of Education, Standard Report 2081A (September 1998). Back 7 B.C. Ministry of Education, Standard Report 2059 (September 1998). Excludes administrative officers (AOs); 51 teachers who work in more than one district are counted for each district in which they work. Back 8 Statistics Canada, "Visible minority population, 1996 Census." Back 9 Statistics Canada, "Population by Aboriginal Groups and Sex, Showing Age Groups, for Provinces and Territories, 1996 Census - 20% Sample Data British Columbia, 1996 Census." Back 10 Metro East: Langley, Surrey, Delta, Richmond, Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows, and Coquitlam. Vancouver Island South: Greater Victoria, Sooke, Saanich, Gulf Islands, and Cowichan Valley. North Okanagan: Revelstoke, Vernon, Central Okanagan, North Okanagan-Shuswap. South Okanagan: Okanagan-Similkameen, Nicola-Similkameen, Okanagan Skaha. Back 11 Peace River: Peace River South, Peace River North, Fort Nelson. Central Mainland: Kamloops-Thompson, Gold Trail. North Coast: Haida Gwaii/Queen Charlotte, Prince Rupert, Bulkley Valley, Coast Mountains, Stikine, Nisga'a. South Coast: Sunshine Coast, Powell River, Howe Sound, Central Coast. East Kootenay: Southeast Kootenay, Rocky Mountain. North Central: Cariboo-Chilcotin, Quesnel, Prince George, Nechako Lakes. Fraser Valley: Chilliwack, Abbotsford, Mission, Fraser-Cascade. Back 12 The overall average in 1991-92 was $8,466, less than 20% of the average teacher salary at the time. Back 13 B.C. Ministry of Education, Standard Report 2062 (September 30, 1998). Figures are for all educators, including administrative officers. Back 14 Contract teachers' data is from B.C. Ministry of Education, Standard Report 2080 (September 30, 1998). Back 15 B.C. Ministry of Education, Standard Reports 1580 (headcount enrolments) and 2089 (educator FTEs) (September 30, 1998). School districts define middle schools differently; however, only 4% of TOCs report that they have some middle-school preparation. Back 16 Peter Bayley, "One Journey's End," Adminfo, V. 12 (3) (BCPVPA, March/April 1999), p. 15. Back 17 Results on feedback and obstacles were reported separately to the BCTF Bargaining Division. Back About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141007,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/FassbenderMLA/status/343116259514261505?screen_name=FassbenderMLA&id=343116259514261505,Peter Fassbender on Twitter: "Watch cabinet announcement live right now...... http://t.co/7kKZSgCp90" Twitter Search query Search Twitter Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Language: English Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Have an account? Sign in New to Twitter? Join Today » Sign In Phone, email or username Password Sign in Remember me Forgot password? Already using Twitter via text message? Follow Following Unfollow Blocked Unblock Pending Cancel Peter FassbenderVerified account ‏ @FassbenderMLA 7 Jun 2013 Watch cabinet announcement live right now...... http://fb.me/2rdqJVYk0  Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet 2:24 PM - 7 Jun 2013 Don’t miss any updates from Peter Fassbender © 2014 Twitter About Help Ads info Close Flag this media This has already been marked as containing sensitive content. Flag this as containing potentially illegal content. Submit Cancel Learn more about flagging media Dismiss Close Previous Next Close Go to a person's profile Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Close Retweet this to your followers? Cancel Retweet Close Are you sure you want to delete this Tweet? Cancel Delete Close Block Cancel Block Add a location to your Tweets When you tweet with a location, Twitter stores that location. You can switch location on/off before each Tweet and always have the option to delete your location history. Learn more Turn location on Not now Turn off location Close Profile summary Close Your lists Close Create a new list List name Description Under 100 characters, optional Privacy Public · Anyone can follow this list Private · Only you can access this list Save list Close Close Embed this Tweet Add this Tweet to your website by copying the code below. Learn more Hmm, there was a problem reaching the server. Try again? Include parent Tweet Include media Preview Close Sign up for Twitter Not on Twitter? Sign up, tune into the things you care about, and get updates as they happen. Have an account? Sign in » Close Two-way (sending and receiving) short codes: Country Code For customers of United States 40404 (any) Canada 21212 (any) United Kingdom 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM Haiti 40404 Digicel, Voila Ireland 51210 Vodafone, O2 India 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Indonesia 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » See SMS short codes for other countries Close Confirmation)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/contacts.cfm?page=fax&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true,BCTF Contacts Home E-mail Lists Links A to Z Index Contact Us Help SITE SEARCH Quick Links BCTF formsBCTF NewsFrançaisLabour linksPensionsTeacher NewsmagazineTeaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Contact Us > Fax Numbers Departmental Fax Numbers Accounting   604-871-2293 Communications Campaigns   604-871-2289 Executive Offices   604-871-2290 Field Service   604-871-2291 Graphics   604-871-2294 Health & Safety/ISD   604-871-2285 Health & Wellness/ISD   604-871-2296 Human Resources   604-871-2297 Income Security   604-871-2287 Information Services   604-871-2294 Information Technology   604-871-2294 Legal Services   604-871-2288 Maintenance   604-871-2298 Member Records   604-871-2293 Production   604-871-2292 PSID   604-871-2286 Purchasing   604-871-2293 Research   604-871-2294 Retired Teachers' Assn   604-871-2265 Treasurer's Office   604-871-2293 About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy Close Window Print Page   Departmental Fax Numbers Accounting   604-871-2293 Communications Campaigns   604-871-2289 Executive Offices   604-871-2290 Field Service   604-871-2291 Graphics   604-871-2294 Health & Safety/ISD   604-871-2285 Health & Wellness/ISD   604-871-2296 Human Resources   604-871-2297 Income Security   604-871-2287 Information Services   604-871-2294 Information Technology   604-871-2294 Legal Services   604-871-2288 Maintenance   604-871-2298 Member Records   604-871-2293 Production   604-871-2292 PSID   604-871-2286 Purchasing   604-871-2293 Research   604-871-2294 Retired Teachers' Assn   604-871-2265 Treasurer's Office   604-871-2293)
(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/bctf/status/479673309953417217,BCTF on Twitter: "BC teachers call for mediation. "Christy Clark should say yes to mediation today," Jim Iker. Details: http://t.co/2VpccCPwob #bced #bcpoli" Twitter Search query Search Twitter Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Language: English Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Have an account? Sign in New to Twitter? Join Today » Sign In Phone, email or username Password Sign in Remember me Forgot password? Already using Twitter via text message? Follow Following Unfollow Blocked Unblock Pending Cancel BCTF ‏ @bctf Jun 19 BC teachers call for mediation. "Christy Clark should say yes to mediation today," Jim Iker. Details: http://bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=33933 … #bced #bcpoli Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Retweets 136 Favorites 40 10:13 AM - 19 Jun 2014 Shirley Broback ‏ @RealParenting Jun 19 The @bctf calls for mediation. Media release: http://bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=33933 … #bced #bcpoli Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Pinchy ‏ @Pinchy82 Jun 19 . @bctf #bced #bcpoli won't help. But makes @FassbenderMLA presser more interesting. Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Edwin ‏ @old_but_smart Jun 19 @bctf @VancouverSun Mediation should take place BEFORE you go on strike. Ikers is a dangerous rookie Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Nico1e ‏ @nico1e Jun 19 @old_but_smart Jim doesn't make the decisions, merely our representative to the public. Huge amounts of discussion lead to our decisions. Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Nico1e ‏ @nico1e Jun 19 @old_but_smart we asked for mediation long ago but the other party wouldn't agree to it, & we were too far apart w/10 yr on the table Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Edwin ‏ @old_but_smart Jun 19 @nico1e You need a representative who has a professional image (dresses better, has a haircut and can talk intelligently.) Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Carmen ‏ @meema222 Jun 19 @bctf She should say yes and u should drop the ridiculous bonus and benefits. YOur proposed benefits are an insult. For the kids??? Hah. Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet RICK JOHNSON ‏ @rhysnrydersdad Jun 19 @bctf how about we go back to work for last week IF govt agrees to mediator Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Jerry Smith ‏ @JerrySm10229162 Jun 20 @bctf Does Fassbender mean 24 days 7 months a year? I'm confused.:( Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Cliff Boldt ‏ @cliffboldt Jun 20 @bctf Trying to work logic on Christy? Yes, she should, but . . . . . Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Don’t miss any updates from BCTF © 2014 Twitter About Help Ads info Close Flag this media This has already been marked as containing sensitive content. Flag this as containing potentially illegal content. Submit Cancel Learn more about flagging media Dismiss Close Previous Next Close Go to a person's profile Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Close Retweet this to your followers? Cancel Retweet Close Are you sure you want to delete this Tweet? Cancel Delete Close Block Cancel Block Add a location to your Tweets When you tweet with a location, Twitter stores that location. You can switch location on/off before each Tweet and always have the option to delete your location history. Learn more Turn location on Not now Turn off location Close Profile summary Close Your lists Close Create a new list List name Description Under 100 characters, optional Privacy Public · Anyone can follow this list Private · Only you can access this list Save list Close Close Embed this Tweet Add this Tweet to your website by copying the code below. Learn more Hmm, there was a problem reaching the server. Try again? Include parent Tweet Include media Preview Close Sign up for Twitter Not on Twitter? Sign up, tune into the things you care about, and get updates as they happen. Have an account? Sign in » Close Two-way (sending and receiving) short codes: Country Code For customers of United States 40404 (any) Canada 21212 (any) United Kingdom 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM Haiti 40404 Digicel, Voila Ireland 51210 Vodafone, O2 India 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Indonesia 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » See SMS short codes for other countries Close Confirmation)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2014/05/why-im-on-picket-line.html?showComment=1404230273709,Staffroom Confidential: Why I'm on the picket line Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Saturday, May 31, 2014 Why I'm on the picket line I will never forget my first days teaching in a public school in British Columbia. It was 2004, and I had just left a job at a small private girl’s school to work in a large public high school. I went from class sizes of about 18 to class sizes of over 30. From a school where the adult to student ratio was one to eight, to a school where sometimes I wondered where the adults were. From quiet to loud, spacious to cramped, clean to messy, orderly to chaotic, easy to hard. That’s how my job changed. I left for philosophical reasons – I believe in public schools and had always wanted to teach in the public system. I took some risk leaving my private school position, which was almost full time, unionized with decent pay and benefits, and where my classes never exceeded about 22 students and many were in the 15 – 18 range. I left to join the on-call list in a public district and was lucky enough to land a half time contract after six months. I had entered a post-degree teaching program in the fall of 2001. “Jobs galore” was the message at our first all-student plenary session. But it wasn't five short months after when the government introduced Bills 27 and 28 and I was standing on the lawn of the legislature with my future colleagues decrying the stripping of class size limits from collective agreements. And by the time I finished in 2003, our local public District was not hiring. So I reluctantly took a position in the private system. Looking back at that dream job sometimes I wonder why I let my principles get the best of me. I had my own classroom - a computer lab. I had a full time technical support worker assisting me when I needed. Spring break was two weeks and Christmas break was three. And I had lots of fun on the fall “out trip” when I was paid to escort the students through the sites of Victoria. “Classroom management” was a distant memory from a course I had taken. My students were well behaved, engaged, and motivated. I did not have a single student requiring adaptation for an Individual Education Plan, and my English as Second Language students all received tutoring, assistance and regular ESL classes. That was not something I had to worry about. I had the luxury of devoting all of my non-teaching time to lesson preparation, learning new ideas and teaching techniques that I could introduce to my students, and careful assessment of student work. The contrast with my first public school position could not have been more stark. There were crowded hallways, constant disruption in class, challenging behaviours, and many students behind grade level with learning difficulties. I recall walking down the main hallway, where students hang out and eat their lunch, and being taken aback by the crowded space, and most noticeably - the total and complete lack of adults. At the private school, there was an adult to student ratio of one to eight. This meant there was never a time, in my recollection, that any public space had fewer than two adults in it. The public high school was the opposite. Crowded hallways were often devoid of any adult presence. It was not two years into my position there that I encountered, in the main entryway to the school, four students engaged in a physical fight surrounded by a group of about 100 of their peers. As I descended into the school lobby from the upper stairwell I looked around and could see not a single other adult. It was only good fortune that three of the four students fighting knew me and so I felt confident to intervene. Otherwise, I would have been scared. There was a lot of bad behaviour in the hallways at break time - homophobic put downs, inconsiderate remarks, throwing garbage on the floor. But one of the things I learned very quickly is that if I stopped to intervene every time I encountered an incident, I would never make it to the lunchroom to eat. And so I, like many other worn out and harried teachers, intervened when it was essential but learned to let go for the student throwing the gum wrapper on the floor. After a time, you get acclimatized and it all starts to feel normal. Inside the classroom, the changes were different but just as palpable. All of a sudden, at least a third of my attention was always needed to monitor student behaviour. Of my daily utterances to students, many were now in the “sit down”, “please be quiet”, “I need your attention” variety. There was a seismic shift in my own mental capacity from focusing on student needs to focusing on student behaviours. My after class hours were consumed with meeting students to provide individual help, seemingly endless stacks of marking, and trying to figure out how to teach the student with elementary level reading skills in my Grade 9 class, or the student who was barely there and traumatized by a family death, or the student with mild intellectual disability who required a whole different curriculum to meet their needs. Precious time was left for learning new technologies, revamping my lessons, or planning field trips. With 210 students on my roster per year, that just wasn't possible. Few with any experience in our school system would dispute the benefits of smaller classes and with ensuring that each class has a manageable number and range of special needs. The simple reality is that as class sizes grow, adult attention per student diminishes, and student behaviours are harder to manage. Some point to the times several decades ago when class sizes were forty or even fifty students. Those were also the times of the strap and when students with disabilities were housed in segregated facilities. Is that where we want to go? If we want a caring, nurturing, safe environment in schools, we need adequate adult supervision. If we want teachers able to devote their time to teaching and learning activities, we can’t overwhelm them with over sized classes. Again, the math is simple. If we double the size of an English 12 class, the teacher will need to halve the number of essays each student writes for feedback because there are only so many hours in the weekend to do the marking. In an eighty minute math class, after homework take-up and the daily lesson, there is only 30 minutes left - that is one minute per child. No wonder parents who can afford it hire tutors. A quick comparison of private and public school class sizes show striking differences. Here is the data for my home community of Victoria: Private schools: Glenlyon Norfork: 18 - 20 St. Margaret's School: 14 - 20 St. Michael's University School: 18 - 20 Queen Margaret's School: 18 Shawnigan Lake School: 14 -15 Public schools - averages of: 18 - Kindergarten 21 - Primary Grades 26 - Intermediate 27 - Secondary Pretty much any advertisement for any private school will indicate “small class sizes”. But class size isn't the only difference. Last summer I took my daughter to a summer camp at St. Michael’s University School. It doesn't have a building, it has a campus. The beautiful landscaped gardens included hanging flower baskets. The music room was stocked with instruments and designed for it’s purpose. The grounds included a nice outdoor amphitheatre. I believe I deserve a raise, but just like other teachers, that isn't the main reason I voted yes to strike. A society is measured by how it treats everyone. This includes the poor, the disenfranchised, the ordinary. In British Columbia, these children get overcrowded and underfunded. The children who need it the most - the hungry, the hurt, the struggling ones - get the least. In contrast, the one's whose parents can pay get better. The “public” in public school does not just mean providing a building with some tired teachers to deliver a curriculum measured on some standardized tests. A good public school system will provide high quality opportunities to every single child. While our public schools have many wonderful programs and many dedicated teachers, the sad truth is that there are also overcrowded classrooms, children falling behind, and a workforce exhausted from trying to fill in the gaps. The class size provisions that were illegally removed in 2002 are only a fraction of what is needed to move towards a genuinely high quality public education system. But they are a necessary start. I hope we stay on the picket line long enough to win them back, and I hope parents and citizens who want the best for every child join us in that struggle. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 10:51 AM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 3 comments: Cindy QuachMay 31, 2014 at 11:49 AM Tara, thanks so much for writing and sharing your experiences spanning the private and public systems. For me, teaching has always been a motion of heart first. Ideally, it is humanistic and helps our students to understand their place and responsibility in a democratic society...and to empower every student to stretch and grow. My priority is with my students and with learning. However, with chronic underfunding and disregard for the law by govt, it doesn't seem that their values are aligned with mine. ReplyDelete Delhi Escorts - MadhuMay 31, 2014 at 8:57 PM I am Mona Mathur from New Delhi and i am a working girl in a share market company based in delhi. I am a 22 year old young and a charming girl basically from Meerut and now based in delhi since 2005 when i came here to complete my graduation. I decided to sattled here as a high class and private Delhi Escort Girl and now i am residing in New Delhi along with my friends. I am a beautiful pearl with 5'6" height and curvy slim figure of 34-28-36. I have 34C natural breasts and silky black long hairs thats make me a perfect feminine model girl. Visit my website- 1. Mathur Mona 2. Arora AnkitaReplyDelete StanJuly 1, 2014 at 8:57 AM The current BC Teacher’s Strike is important for restoring reasonable class size and composition to our Public Schools, but I am most afraid because the actions of the BC Liberals in this fight attack the very heart of Canadian Democracy, and Charter Rights for all Canadians ( whether Union, non-union, public or private). The Liberal government’s continuing refusal to respect the Charter Rights of BC teachers ( in essence, the Charter Rights of ALL Canadians), and their refusal to respect two Supreme Court Rulings, and their use of taxpayers money, in what is, in essence, an attempt to dismantle the people’s own Charter Protections. "Griffin’s ruling in the Supreme Court decision between the teachers and the govenment described part of what was at stake in this legal case as being Canada’s democratic structure itself, “which requires that governments must act legally, within the supreme law of the country, the Constitution.” Discussing the historical context for her decision, she wrote that political forces often desire “to consolidate and gather more power and to seek to diminish any restraint on that power.” Conversely, she wrote, “A democratic system has institutional checks to counter that tendency and to safeguard against tyranny.” She cited the moral and legal context for her determination as government conduct that could be placed somewhere on a spectrum between negligent “wilful blindness” and a clearly wrong “abuse of power.” And without substantial penalties for such actions, she argued, it was simply “too tempting” for governments to dismiss and extinguish the basic civil rights of the governed. How much more dire a warning about our government could a high-ranking representative of our judiciary give us? " 1. Also; as there appears to be so much diversionary tactics from the real issues at stake by manipulating the public into thinking this fight is about teacher’s wages; perhaps a little real Math would help there: As any grade six student knows, you do not calculate percentage totals of two different variables by adding them. An 8% raise on salary, and a 6.5% raise on benefits DOES NOT EQUAL a 14.5% raise as the government claims teacher’s are asking for. A % is out of 100. Two variables ( salary plus benefits) cannot be added to get a % total. Similar to two items of $100 each, for sale at 8% for one, and 6.5% for the other; you don’t TOTAL them to get 14.5% off at the cashier. You would get $14.50 of $200. That means you have an average between the 2 variables of 7.25% in total. (in ref to a wage increase %, spread over 5 years as proposed, that is not even cost of living). Clearly, presenting this sort of Math in explanation to the Public regarding Teacher salary wage ‘demands’ is HIGHLY SUSPECT, given Liberal history in dealing with the BC Teachers. alarming this gov disrespect for our countries highest law; our constitution, and in it’s deliberate manipulations of facts. 1. Rob Wipond ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ▼  May (5) Why I'm on the picket line BC Teachers' Wage & Class size proposals: Myths & ... BC Teachers: Liability & the Lockout When is a lockout not a lockout? The ABCs of the teachers' fight ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11334&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2001 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 14, Number 2, October 2001 Which side are you on? by Pat Clarke Those are the first few words of an old union song written by Florence Reece and made famous by the great American folk singer Pete Seeger. The song has a straightforward message when it comes to the struggle for better pay and working conditions for union workers—you are either with us or against us. In reality, the situation can be much more complex. We realize this when we organize our bargaining campaigns and expend so much money and energy trying to persuade a sometimes skeptical public to support our issues. The question, Which side are you on? is one that, in the interests of public relations, we do not put so bluntly. We can, however, ask the question of administrative officers. How so? Well, because they are teachers. They are AOs because they have, among other qualifications, teaching certificates. They have worked as teachers, and they have been members of the teachers’ organization. (In fact a good number, when they were BCTF members, were active in improving working and learning conditions.) They were successful applicants for administrative positions because they demonstrated an awareness of the challenges of teaching, as well as sensitivity to the needs of children. Most of the AOs I know certainly qualify for their positions on those grounds. A few, however, have either changed their orientation since their appointments or obtained them for other reasons, reasons that would have more to do with managerial qualifications than educational ones. Someone once told me the best teachers are the ones who have the keenest recollection of what it is like to be child. A variation on this could apply to school administrators: The best AOs are the ones who have the keenest recollection of what it is like to be a teacher. Again, most of the AOs I know have this ability. Unfortunately, a few don’t. Those few have had inordinate influence in the B.C. Principals’ and Vice-Principals’ Association. The April issue of Teacher described the antics of that association’s president, Stu Dale. Dale and his fellow travellers in that organization have evidently decided that they are not teachers but managers through and through. They see the teachers’ organization, the union, as an obstacle to effective plant management. Class-size language, staffing ratios, seniority provisions, posting-and-filling language, and sick leave are all detrimental to school effectiveness according to their 19th-century world view. Apparently a few of the leadership luminaries at the BCPVPA visualize a good school only as one that is run their way. I don’t think very many school administrators actually agree with them. Most principals and vice-principals really do live in this century and appreciate the important role the BCTF and our collective agreement plays in assuring many of the essential components of good learning environments. They know that the efforts of the BCTF to cap class sizes, guarantee support services for students with special needs, and make sure teaching is a well-compensated profession are indeed in the best interests of quality education. They may sometimes find contract language cumbersome and inconvenient, but overall they know the alternative of a system wide open to the political whims of governments and school boards can be much worse. The problem in this round of bargaining, however, has been that the voice of AOs that has been most prominent is the one of Dale and his acolytes at the BCPVPA. This would be a very good time for all the administrators who do not share that group’s perspective on the BCTF and its bargaining efforts to demonstrate that they are indeed educators before they are managers, and as educators they do not see the teachers’ organization and the teachers’ collective agreement as the enemy. Teachers might help this along by asking their administrators a few polite and tactful questions: What do you think of the BCPVPA’s position on our collective agreement? If you aren’t too pleased with the "Dale program," why don’t you let the association know? Do you really think class-size limits and non-enrolling staff requirements in contract are a problem? Do you see any real administrative advantage to limiting access to sick leave? Have you thought of the implications of forcing teachers to record each sick day used against a specific illness? Won’t the salary gains teachers make at the bargaining table also be of some benefit to administrators? Do you see yourself as more of a teacher or more of a manager? If you want to be brief and blunt just ask, Which side are you on? Pat Clarke is director of the BCTF’s Professional Development Division.)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/03/what-is-this-strike-about-moving-letter.html?showComment=1331104965950,Staffroom Confidential: What is this strike about? A moving letter from a Saanich teacher Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, March 6, 2012 What is this strike about? A moving letter from a Saanich teacher I would like to thank you, Mr. Abbott. My wife and I have just had an excellent discussion with our daughters about power, and about the importance of checks and balances in a society. Sophie and Rachel are 12 and 10. They were very confused about why the government was allowed to make rules such as fining teachers $475 a day or $2500 a day for going on strike. We explained that our government is elected to make decisions on our behalf, and that we trust that they will make good and considered decisions. But what if we don’t agree with their decisions, they wondered. We explained that there is time to debate these decisions before they are made, and that everybody is allowed to write letters, or protest if they disagree. We explained that the media is meant to also provide some balance, by asking difficult and challenging questions. But they are saying that if you protest their decision, they will fine you, they replied. We had no answer. Why do they hate teachers, one of them asked. I still had no answer. ---------- I could have been a lawyer. I scored in the 98th percentile of the LSAT and was accepted to Queen’s Law School, offered a scholarship to a Law School in the northeastern US. I chose instead to defer my decision, and be a tutor/coach/residence don/in-house TOC at my old high school for a couple of years. This was a private boarding school in Ontario. I loved it. I loved being able to explain concepts in math to kids, and to see the “light go on”. I loved sharing my passion for math, for soccer, for hockey, for philosophy, for poetry, and for musical theater with kids. I never considered going back to law after those two years. After completing my teacher training at UVic, I did my practicum in Saanich. I hadn’t realized until then what a sheltered teaching existence I had at the boarding school, with well-to-do kids brought up with every advantage (the type of kids to whom Mr. Abbott recently referred as “the smart kids”, I believe). In the public school system in Saanich, I learned humility. I learned how to be a better teacher, how to teach the whole child, and not just the mind. I taught classes that not only had some of Mr. Abbott’s advantaged “smart kids”, but other kids who were often equally smart and capable if not more, but who faced challenges the others didn’t: broken homes, poverty issues, learning disabilities, to name only a few. These classes were challenging because the kids’ needs were so varied. Some kids could be turned on by ideas alone; others needed to be convinced of the value of learning, to place education in context; some just needed breakfast. And yet, at the time I started teaching in Saanich, I considered myself fortunate because we had a locally arranged agreement about how many kids could be in a secondary English class. (I taught English at the time). The number was 27 – unless you had a student who had an acknowledged special need, such as dyslexia, or visual impairment, for example, that would require a significant amount of adjustment to practice or extra preparation. For each of these students, the number would drop by one. If there were 6 “special needs” students in your English 11, the maximum number of kids would be 21. Trust me, this would still be a challenging class in terms of composition, but the system worked. It was so important to teachers, my older colleagues told me, that teachers took less in salary improvements at the time in order to secure these contract provisions. Silly me for thinking that contracts were something sacrosanct in Canadian law. When I started my first continuing contract at Claremont Secondary in 2000, we had an enrolment not very different from our enrolment today. When I started at Claremont, it was not unusual for the more challenging classes, such as Essentials of Math 10 or Communications 11 to have 12-15 students, because that’s what those kids needed to be successful. When I started at Claremont, there were two librarians – one for every 550 kids. When I started at Claremont there was a staff of 85-90, with plenty of teachers in the building to comfortably take on all the extra-curriculars that make schools, as the Saanich motto goes, “great places to learn, safe places to be” Today at Claremont, a class with less than 23-24 students does not run. This legislation before you will only make that number increase, I assure you, and it is not what kids need. Today at Claremont there is 3/4 of a librarian – which translates to one for every 1475 kids. Today at Claremont there is a staff of 65-70. This group which now numbers 20 fewer than when I started 12 years ago, has been attempting to keep up all the things that make our school great – outstanding academics, including extra-curricular offerings such as the dozens of math contests I sponsor and organize every year, an incredible sports program, an enviable fine arts program, numerous volunteer organizations that enrich our school community and the community at large. So far, we have managed, but we have each had to take up the slack now for too long. We are at the breaking point, and I promise you – this legislation already threatens to push us over the edge. Surely this government is not deaf to the teachers from around the province who are saying enough… Enough: we have devoted our lives to a profession that we knew all along would not make us rich, but we did it because we believed that if it would help just one disadvantaged kid, it was worth it. Enough: we believed in it so much, that we traded even the most meager of raises, time and time again, in order to gain better classroom conditions for our students. Enough: we tried our absolute best to play within the rules, when government after government stripped away those conditions that we bought with our own salaries, even when the Supreme Court ruled that those government actions were illegal. Enough: we have tried to hold our heads high, when we are vilified in the press as lazy and greedy, when nothing – NOTHING -- could be further from the truth. Enough: we have devoted countless hours to volleyball, to musical theatre, to poetry readings, to charity work, to rugby, to yearbook clubs, to student’s councils, to tutoring before school from 7am, to tutoring after school until 6pm or longer, to tutoring kids by email on the weekends, and, AND! to our own Professional Development, whether that occurs on a Pro-D day or on our own time – Yes, Mr. Abbott, we actually do Pro-D. In short, we have devoted countless hours to the children and families of this province, and the thanks we get is one more veiled legislated slap in the face? Now, I’m not so out of touch that I don’t realize that as a teacher at the top of the scale, I’m fairly comfortable. Sure it irks me that all of you folks in the legislature have received pay raises in the last ten years far beyond what I have received over the same period – pay raises which you are allowed to vote for yourselves. Not that I would dare suggest that you don’t deserve it – I don’t envy your jobs in the least. But even despite this glaring double-standard, I would have begrudgingly accepted no raise, if it were that alone. It is not the extending of the current contract in this legislation that has me upset. I am insulted. I am insulted that you have the temerity to suggest that this legislation represents mediation in any true sense of the word. Your use of legislation to enforce mediation, but then dictate the terms of the mediation is nothing short of bullying. How ironic that there was an anti-bullying flashmob on the lawn of the legislature the day this bill was introduced. To my mind, you have brought disrepute onto yourselves and the institution you represent. I was trying to defend the institution of our provincial government to my children tonight, suggesting that it rested on a foundation of elected officials acting in a dispassionate way for the benefit of all. I couldn’t. I am shocked. I shouldn’t be, given everything that has happened in the last 10 years, but I’m shocked. I am shocked – no, enraged – that you would enact legislation that essentially attacks my freedom to associate; legislation that, quite frankly, probably runs counter to the Charter of Rights and Freedoms, even though your government’s last Bill of this sort was deemed illegal by the Supreme Court; legislation that does not “put families first” but which threatens families – no, puts a gun to their heads – and says to them: “we will bankrupt you if you have the gall to disagree with us or stand up for your rights”. Lastly, I am disappointed, and if I’m to be honest, I am defeated and demoralized. And I know I’m not alone. And that’s what you wanted, wasn’t it? You don’t want an improved public education system. I would love to challenge you, to defy you, sir, to say otherwise, to come to Claremont and convince me in person that this legislation will improve the public education system in BC, that it will improve the lives of children and their families across this province, by demoralizing and insulting teachers like me, by forcing a foregone, supposedly “mediated” conclusion down our throats. Sadly, you tell these lies every day, and so my challenge is useless. It is a sad day for me, and a sad day for BC. I love my job, I love the kids at Claremont, and I love Victoria, but today I really and truly thought it might be time to find a teaching job back in Ontario. You may say good riddance – we can find someone cheaper than you to do the same job. But I dare you to say that to my students. That is a challenge that perhaps I could make. ------------- My oldest daughter has been reading Animal Farm at school. (Maybe I shouldn’t tell you this – you will think that it is another reason to bring down the public school system…) After our discussion earlier tonight – and believe me when I say I did my utmost best to withhold the vitriol that must be obvious by now that I hold inside – after our family discussion my oldest daughter paused and, honest to God, said something like: “ Dad, the government are kind of like the pigs on the farm, aren’t they…? Once they get to make the rules, they kind of twist things so that they always go their way”. So, I want to thank you, Mr. Abbott. You made me so proud of my daughter tonight that I want to cry. Mark Skanks Claremont Secondary School Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 5:39 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 21 comments: AllyMarch 6, 2012 at 8:43 PM Extremely well put! Please tell me you have send this to Mr. Abbott??? When will the "pigs" listen?ReplyDelete Ms. HendraMarch 6, 2012 at 9:18 PM I love this letter. I have shared it with many people, and just sent it to a friend who is the Math Department Head in Chilliwack, and a Claremont grad, too. Thanks to Mark for such a well-written letter. TannisReplyDelete 30daysofautismMarch 6, 2012 at 9:37 PM This is fabulous!! Thank you!ReplyDelete AmandaMarch 6, 2012 at 10:46 PM Credit should be given to Mark Skanks as author of this letter.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeMarch 7, 2012 at 8:51 AM I did not originally include Mark's name because I hadn't asked his permission to do so. Since the cat is out of the bag anyway, I will add it now.Delete Ms. OhanaMarch 7, 2012 at 10:23 PM your challenge is not useless, they just want us to think it is... but the very fact that they have to address us and our challenges means they hear us loud and clear.... at the end of the day.. remember you still have your vote.... make it hurt the same way they've hurt usDelete Reply SDMURPHY3March 6, 2012 at 11:22 PM Thank you for putting into words how I feel about the future of education in this Province. I moved my family here from Quebec to avoid the French controversy and give my children a better chance. I am very proud to say my daughter is an excellent teacher, but she like many of you good ones is thinking of moving on. I guarantee you if they pass Bill 22 I will vote anything but Liberal in 2013. Your daugther, God bless her, is absolutely right.ReplyDelete SabrinaBaileyMarch 6, 2012 at 11:53 PM Mark, I would not be where I am today if you hadn't taken me on as a practicum student. I watched you pour your heart and soul into your students - and me. Please do not leave, the kids at Claremont need you! The government should be the ones who buckle, not us. I am teaching 2 classes of 30 for "Essentials Math 10" (AW 10) and I cannot believe how much class sizes have exploded, even in the short time between my own high school years and my teaching career. I logistically cannot give my students the help they need in the time I have, and it is ludicrous to believe such a short time ago they would literally have had twice the amount of time per person, per day (assuming a class size under 15). I had a student drop out of school last week due to lack of attendance due to giving up, which I would like to argue is largely due to being pushed through a broken system for so long. Behind that child I have a long list of kids at risk to do the same... is this the kind of future our government has in store for our kids? Every kid who is withdrawn from my school breaks my heart because I know their educational system (not their teachers) has let them down. Sabrina Bailey North Peace SecondaryReplyDelete UnknownMarch 7, 2012 at 8:23 AM Thank you so much for this eloquent letter, Mark. I've sent it to my MLA because we have the same issues in Chilliwack and the rest of the province. Jody Raabe Mount Slesse Middle School, SD33ReplyDelete EleanaMarch 7, 2012 at 7:34 PM Thank-you for your passionate words... I will be sharing them with my colleagues. Eleana P. Citadel Middle School, SD43ReplyDelete lrnalotMarch 8, 2012 at 12:05 AM In sum, the short term gains touted by proponents of Bill 22 will result in even more disenfranchised youth, deeper and longer lasting negativity toward the Liberal Government and Politics in general, and more teachers applying for disability or leaving BC outright. Thanks for speaking so eloquently to these important issues.ReplyDelete Richard AustenMarch 8, 2012 at 2:06 AM I am also a BC teacher - now teaching in Hong Kong. I have floated the idea on facebook a few times but I will say it here. The government's tactic of the fines is to essentially stop a teacher walk-out. Strikes are illegal. The way to circumvent this action by the government is to organize teachers to hand in their resignations "en masse" including all TOCs (for which I was one). I'll grant you this is somewhat dangerous high stakes game to play - but it is one that must be played if Bill 22 goes through as that bill is a union busting bill anyway. The government can't fine someone who quits their job. We'll call it the "organization" rather than the BCTF and if government wants teachers back they'll have to talk to the BCTF - err "the Organization." It takes something along this drastic action to save the teaching union in BC because I can tell you something right now - the government does not care the least bit about these letters - they don't care about marches in Victoria - The Liberals are sitting back and laughing that they just saved three days of salaries and heating bills for all the schools. Their voters (which is the majority) support crushing the Teaching union despite all the chatter we see on facebook and other social media - we may get support from those friends but those ore OUR friends who arguably ore of similar mindedness on issues like this. I suspect the vast majority of Liberal voters want the Union to die. So it's time to stop the letter and the appeals to the liberal "heart of gold" and realize that that heart is ice. It's not the time to send in the BCTF Poodle to fight the Liberal T-REX - it's time to play some serious hardball - 40,000 teachers resign - effective the day after Spring Break ends. You want the teachers back - you hire them all back under the BCTF union (ie as if there was no resignation).ReplyDelete Replies AlexMarch 9, 2012 at 11:08 AM This is called (or is similar to) 'work-to-rule' (which I believe is what's been done so far...) Yes. It is worth this.Delete Reply RommelMarch 8, 2012 at 11:36 AM Hi, I found this blog once, then lost it. Took me forever to come back and find it. I wanted to see what comments you got. Nice blog by the way.I must take this opportunity to write to you from my heart.I Really enjoyed your blog.I have never read such a wonderful article. Resignation Letter ReplyDelete alientoinquirytooMarch 8, 2012 at 9:18 PM Dear Tara Ehrcke, You have stolen the words and ideas from my mouth! I could not have put it any better and I am the first one to sign up for your letter writing campaign. I have thought for a long time that our only recourse is to resign en-masse or all take stress leaves at the same time, either way there is no way that they win! Thank you for this... Andre KozakReplyDelete Replies alientoinquirytooMarch 8, 2012 at 9:26 PM I guess I should thank Tara for posting this and Mark for the writing and Richard for the ultimate solution! Thanks...Delete Reply alyxpottsMarch 9, 2012 at 7:59 AM "You may say good riddance – we can find someone cheaper than you to do the same job. But I dare you to say that to my students. That is a challenge that perhaps I could make." I had Mr.Skanks for math last year and he's amazing. So I think if you said those things to us "the students" we'd have a lot of kind words about Mr.Skanks and his teaching abilities/wisdom. And quite the opposite of "kind words" for you putting him and all our other teachers through all this.ReplyDelete AlexMarch 9, 2012 at 11:07 AM Brilliant letter! Well put! Passing it on!ReplyDelete Mrs.BMarch 12, 2012 at 9:50 AM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Mrs.BMarch 12, 2012 at 9:51 AM THANK YOU! Well said - I will be sharing this with colleagues in Burnaby & Surrey. Avril Broekhuizen Chilliwack Secondary, SD33ReplyDelete Mrs. D. ThiesenMarch 12, 2012 at 9:59 PM I've shared this on twitter. I was a top university student as well and encouraged to go into medicine but chose teaching...I love teaching, but did I make a mistake? I'm so insulted.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ▼  March (12) Bill 22 and Class Size/Class Composition BC Liberals: You reap what you sow... From public to private: a subtle path What is this dispute about? Putting equity last, a... Walk out pamphlet - arguments for full withdrawal ... Teachers debate a response to Bill 22 Lessons from the US - when unions don't strike to ... Lessons from history - legislation and illegal str... How do teachers defeat Bill 22? Critical thinking and Bill 22 - A teacher rebuts G... What is this strike about? A moving letter from a ... Public education - Christy: it's about equality ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=30162,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2013 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 25, Number 7, May/June 2013   Classified advertising TRAVEL/VACATION SOUTH OF FRANCE villa in lively, lovely market town of Limoux. 4 bdrms. 2 bath. Sleeps 8. All mod cons. Near lake and river swimming and historic Carcassonne. Great rates. Deep discounts for long-term, off-season. www.southoffrancerental.com   FRANCE. Ultimate vacations, privately owned, beautiful furn. 1 bdrm. central Paris. Wkly/mthly. 604-738-1876, 604-879-4936, irene.roland@gmail.com, www.ultimateparis.com   MAUI, KIHEI, Privately owned, fully furn. 2 bdrm, 2 bath condo, across from Kamaole Beaches. Great complex, Great location. 250-598-6955. SEE EUROPE like you've never seen it before! Highly-rated tours of Europe and Britain. Teacher owned and operated. www.onelifetours.ca for details. FRANCE 2013/2014 holiday rental. Well renovated converted barn & stone houses in ancient, traditional vineyard village, SW France. Great walking, cycling, food, wine, Cathar castles. C$815/C$1120/wk. per family. U 18. E-mail mjcapper@hotmail.com, visit www.ourhouseinfrance.com.au FRANCE Alsace and Vosges Mountains, 3 bdrm. heritage house on wine route, furnished, modern kitchen, 45 min. from Germany, 35 min. from Switzerland. C$500/wk., mano936@gmail.com   WATERFRONT CONDO Birch Bay, WA. 2 bdrm, 2 bath, for week or weekend rentals. Complex has indoor pool, hot tub, games room. $150/night or $900/wk (plus $50 cln. fee), http://birchbayrentals.com or call Teresa 604-831-4080. MAUI beautifully renovated, 2 bdrm., 2 bath loft in great Kihei location, close to all amenities and steps from the beach. For more info: www.vrbo.com/3491485ha or gonetomaui@telus.net   ENGLAND, The Cotswolds, cottage suitable for two people. Gorgeous, country walks and history at your doorstep. Email: lynette@coulter.plus.com   QUADRA ISLAND lovely seaside cabin. Sleeps 4. Gorgeous ocean and mountain view. Outdoor sauna. Kayaking to your door step! www.otterhouse.ca   PALM SPRINGS vacation! Golf. Surf. Hike. Tan. Shop. Play. BCTF member discounts! Visit: www.luxurypalmspringsvilla.com   GABRIOLA ISLAND BC 2 bdrm. cottage, fully furnished, very near sandy beach, www.gabriolacottage.netfirms.com boysen@shaw.ca, 250-247-9883 SUNSHINE COAST. Fully equipped waterfront beachhouse for rent on sandy beach in Powell River. 2 bdrms and den. $200/night. Contact spiderfly222@hotmail.com for photos and availability. KOOTENAY LAKE, BC. Log cabin (suite) 60 km north of Creston on the Kootenay Lake. Beach access, boat launch, sauna, Kokanee Spring Golf Resort (10km), Belfour/Nelson Ferry (13km). $399/wk. Phone Rick 403-714-3037. HAIDA GWAII, Gwaii Haanas National Park: Fabulous “mothership” kayaking, wilderness adventure, unforgettable experiences. 1-888-559-8317, www.TourHaidaGwaii.com   DEEP BAY. Waterfront 2 bdrm cottage, Deep Bay, Vancouver Island, overlooking Denman, Hornby Islands. Relaxing, private. Sleeps 4-6 people, n/s, n/p. Available June to Sept. 604-939-0121 or joyce.buckham@shaw.ca   ITALY—AMALFI COAST holiday rental. Three accommodation choices on the spectacular Amalfi Coast. A Positano beach-side villa, or a mountain village house or apartment. $90 to $218 Canadian. For full information/photos contact: jbmoir@telus.net   GULF ISLANDS. Deluxe waterfront cottage, 1 bd./sleeps 4, winter and summer rates, call Alma 250-629-3008, www.ainsliepointcottage.com   CULTUS LAKE. 2 bdrm cabin, steps from the water. July 1–20, $1000/wk. N/P. Contact: rosscheryllynn@yahoo.ca   MEOW MINDER CAT SITTING. Professional in-your-home cat sitting by bonded, insured and pet first-aid trained teacher-librarian for Vancouver’s Westside. For info and rates: www.meowminder.ca   CANCUN. 5-star beachfront resort, sleeps 6, full kitchen, private lock-off, ground-floor villa, walk-out to pool. Available Dec.14 – 21. $1000/wk., view at www.royalresorts.com (The Royal Caribbean), e-mail ilajw@shaw.ca or call 403-381-9240. WHISTLER. 2 bdrm, 2 bath beautifully renovated condo in Blueberry Hills. 3-night min. rentals. Complex has large pool, hot tub, great location. Very good rates. For more info: 604-430-2497 SUNSHINE COAST PENDER HARBOUR. 1 bdrm. beachfront cottage, dock, protected ocean access, spectacular view. Kayakers’ paradise. Suits outdoor enthusiasts. Lakes, hiking nearby. $500/wk., 604-467-3978. susanwalker@telus.net www.penderharbourcottage.ca   WRITERS’ EXPEDITIONS–PERU (Aug. 2–15): Journey through Peru on a writing workshop and adventure tour with two established and engaging travel authors and local travel experts who will immerse you in the real Peru and pamper you with hospitality and idyllic hotels. For full details visit: www.kirstenkoza.com/expeditions or if using mobile: http://tmblr.co/ZLMhyxjlOP25   FOR RENT/EXCHANGE VANCOUVER Clean, bright, quiet, centrally located condos at Robson & Bute. 1 bdrm. $95. daily/wkly/mthly rates. 604-608-4268. dbemc@hotmail.com   VANCOUVER Apt. overlooking False Creek, 1 blk to ferry for Granville Island, 2-bdrm, 1 1/2 bath, TV, internet, utilities, parking, prefer 3 to 6 months, April to Sept. $2,200. gracemh@uniserve.com, 250-791-6576. VANCOUVER SUBLET. 1 bdrm. Kerrisdale basement suite, April 1–Aug. 15. $780/mo. includes utilities/cable/parking, 604-365-5568. OCEAN PARK/SOUTH SURREY. Fully furn. ½ duplex available JuLY 1, 2013. Ideal for 2 seniors. Clean, bright, one floor, 2 bed/2 full bath w/private entrance & laundry. Quiet, safe ½ acre property. Walk to Crescent Beach, amenities and bus stops. N/S, N/P. $1500/mo. incl. basic tv/internet. Caring owners live in the home. Meals and housekeeping can be arranged at an extra cost. Contact Monika at southsurreyhome@gmail.com or 604-538-2652. HOUSESIT. Retired teachers wanting to housesit in Qualicum/Parksville area from Nov/Dec. until Mar/Apr. 2014. Excellent local references available. Please e-mail arlenevandiest@gmail.com Call 780-986-7524. S. SURREY/WHITE ROCK. Furnished house, Aug 2013 to July 2014 – Ideal for executives, academics or teachers visiting for the school year. Located in sunny South Surrey/White Rock area. 2700 sq ft, 3 bdrms, 2 1/2 baths, den. Wonderful. $2,000/mo. + utilities. For more info: cmasse@csf.bc.ca   MONTREAL RENT/SUBLET. Furnished, cozy studio. $650/mo. Avail. June to mid-Aug. e-mail: palapuz.e@gmail.com   HOUSESITTING. Mature UBC Grad student taking summer courses, seeks housesitting opportunity in Vancouver (and area) anytime between July 1 - Aug. 10. Will care for a variety of pets. 250-833-4952 or clanrich@telus.net   VANCOUVER Lovely 1 bdrm. & office, furnished apt., Fairview area, 20 min. to UBC. July & August 2013, er3048@gmail.com   SUMMER RENTAL. May through August. Deep Cove, N. Vancouver, 2 blocks to beach, close to shopping and transit. 1 bdrm, eating/living rm area, private bath and entrance. $200/wk. Negotiable. Contact: boltfam@shaw.ca   MISCELLANEOUS HOME-BASED TUTORING Referral Agency. Immediately awarding franchises in the Fraser Valley, Vancouver Island, Okanagan and Prince George. Good income, flexible lifestyle, proven system. 1-877-ITS EASY or visit: www.schooliseasy.com   FIELD TRIP. Book a Burns Bog field trip today! A two-hour guided tour costs $150 per class of up to 30 pupils. Visites guidées en français aussi! Buy For Peat’s Sake, our educator’s resource guide to peatlands. www.burnsbog.org, 604-572-0373, info@burnsbog.org   TILING & PAINTING Want to get the job done right? Call Vito. Glass and slate specialist. Indoor, outdoor painting. Serving the Vancouver area since 1996. call 604-831-4013 or www.tile-rific.ca   PENSION QUESTIONS? Ask Arnie – now retired and available for expert, personal, one-to-one consultation including pension estimates, options, bridge, CPP/OAS, and pension splitting. Reasonable rates. Call Arnie Lambert at 604-354-5624 or e-mail arnielambert@shaw.ca   VOICE LESSONS, White Rock area. Ivy Charyna, SD#36 Music and Drama teacher. ivycharyna@gmail.com, 604-817-7174. FIND STRENGTH IN ACTION LIFE COACHING. Kathy Richins, ICF certified life coach with teaching experience. Skype or phone sessions offered. Teachers deserve some extra support also. Call 778-471-2634, www.findstrengthinaction.com   RETIREMENT TRIBUTES by Celebrant Gloria Davies. Give your retiring colleague the unique gift of a personalized retirement tribute. Visit my website at www.ceremonialwords.com for more information or call me at 604-809-7117 for a complimentary consultation. VOLUNTEER IN NEPAL. Seeking special education teachers (preferably with Montessori and/or Waldorf experience) to provide training and supervision to a small team of staff at Nepal House Girls School in Pokhara. A perfect summer opportunity! For more information, contact sandypfhui@hotmail.com or learn more at www.NepalHouseSociety.org   WUSONG SHANGHAI. BC Offshore school requires a Principal and a Science Teacher for September 2013. A certified BC Offshore School in Shanghai, we offer an attractive compensation package including salary, return airfare, accommodation and medical coverage. To express interest in these or other potential teaching positions please contact ron.grender@gmail.com. Valid BC Teacher Certification is required.   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=17364&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 4, January/February 2009  3rd Annual Teachers’ Congress Will this teachers’ congress also be the last? By Paul Steer A naïve, yet not-so-innocent visitor to the 3rd Annual Teachers’ Congress held at the Morris J. Wosk Centre for Dialogue might wonder if the happy educational republic presided over by Education Minister Shirley Bond on November 28, 2008, was really British Columbia, or some other destination. Billed this year as, “…an [invitation to] teachers from across BC to directly communicate with the Minister of Education…” and as [encouragement for] “…discussion of important education ideas and how they can be used in schools across the province,” it was clear that the Teachers’ Congress has been carefully shaped over its short three-year run into an annual set-piece, consisting of a pre-determined ministry program, highly-scripted, overly-long, with very little room left for authentic dialogue. In a way, the Teachers’ Congress has much in common with the perennial Christmas concert, where long periods of endurance are punctuated by episodes of guileless charm. At the launch of the very first Teachers’ Congress, in 2006, teachers seized the opportunity to decry the misuse by government of quantitative data and standardized tests; large classes with untenable compositions; school closures; diminished funding and resources for students with special needs; crushing work and caseloads, the absence of upper limits for classroom and non-enrolling specialist teachers, ministry add-ons unsupported by additional resources or funding, and more. It was at the first Teachers’ Congress in 2006 where teachers found their voice in a place where they could speak directly to the premier, and did so, freely and forcefully. Premier Campbell put considerable effort into making sure that the professionals at the first Teachers’ Congress included many teachers who were not members of the BCTF. And even though many in attendance had come from private, independent, band, proprietary, and other unaffiliated schools, they still expressed concerns very similar to those of BCTF members. As a result, many attending this event learned a very important lesson—the professionalism of teachers is real and cannot be stripped away as a matter of employment, legislation, or political expediency. Teachers, being teachers, will always advocate on behalf of their students. In the face of bad laws, unreliable funding, and questionable policy changes, teachers will not be erased, marginalized, or shut-off from advocacy on behalf of our students. Teachers know that their work in schools is in direct service to the greater good of society, and this knowledge sets a common purpose which is central to their professional identity. Since 2006, for reasons best known to him, Premier Campbell has eschewed subsequent Teachers’ Congresses, leaving the chore to the minister of education and her minions. They, in turn, have worked dutifully to cut off authentic dialogue and to muffle dissenting views. Teachers were not consulted in the setting of the agenda. This really is a pity, because what Campbell's government needs the most at this time is advice from the real world of teachers. And who other than teachers are most qualified to offer the professional advice that the government needs in order to set sound workable policies, and to enact fair legislation. Never has the government needed our counsel more, nor wanted it less. Most teachers found some value in the five presentations rolled out by the ministry in an attempt to bulk-up the shape of the day. As keynote speaker, former UBC President Dr. Martha Piper, spoke to the development of global citizens, a student-led initiative encouraged educators to make use of educational resources having to do with the 2010 Olympics. Members of the Youth Climate Leadership Alliance made a presentation on the integration of sustainability into the classroom, and teachers from Frances Kelsey Secondary and Alpha Secondary Schools spoke on the Healthy Schools Network and the Draft Healthy Living Performance Standards. Marc Kielburger, chief executive director of Free the Children made an energetic presentation on “Fostering Student Engagement.” Teachers waited patiently for their turn to communicate with the minister. And as they did so, they became more resentful at the cynical manipulation of the agenda by those in control ensuring that that opportunity would be minimal. Given this, what purpose or reason would there be to have Teachers’ Congress IV? Those few among the many who actually claimed their five minutes of direct “communication” time with the minister, all spoke very clearly and well. But in the fanciful Teachers’ Congress in the Happy Educational Republic of British Columbia, the clock ran down all too quickly—and the premier wasn’t there. Paul Steer is vice-president of the Delta Teachers’ Association and a member of the Teacher Newsmagazine Advisory Board. BC Teachers’ Congress 2008 By Susanna Quail In early November, I received an exciting invitation in my e-mail inbox. Better than a free cruise, or a chance to make a fortune by helping out an unfortunate Nigerian inheritor, I was offered a place among 100 teachers from across the province, who would assemble in the Wosk Centre and talk about education. Extended to me and my colleagues was the opportunity, according to the event's agenda, "to directly communicate with the Minister of Education." My colleagues and I would "help shape the future of education in the province." We would "offer input and suggestions for positive change." My enthusiasm was somewhat dampened by what I knew to be the history of the Teachers' Congress. This was the congress' third year, and the ministry touted it as a way to hear directly from teachers without our union getting in the way. Heading into the Wosk Centre, I harboured some scepticism about the true purpose of the day. A quick review of the agenda confirmed my suspicions. Most of the day was packed with presentations of varying degrees of relevance and utility by presenters with varying degrees of connection to our education system. Only 30 minutes were set aside for general discussion with the minster. The day began with former UBC president Dr. Martha Piper talking about global citizenship. As at the end of each presentation, the assembled teachers thanked Martha Piper for her inspiring words, but directed our more urgent questions to the minister: How, we asked, can we expand second-language instruction when our students are still struggling to learn English in over-crowded and under-funded ESL programs? How can we inspire kids to tackle climate change, or end world poverty, when we are all burdened with overly-rigid curricula and high-stakes standardized tests that don't address those outcomes? How much energy and enthusiasm can we expect students to put into 2010-themed webcasts if they haven't eaten breakfast? As a teacher in an inner-city secondary school, these are not rhetorical points for me. I would really, truly, like to know the answers to these questions. I think about them every day. At lunch, I had another stroke of luck when an MLA, the chair of the Select Standing Committee on Education, happened to sit next to me. We chatted about this congress and its purpose. His view was that our union is unnecessarily belliger‚ent; therefore the ministry needs an assembly like this one to find out what teachers really think. I pointed out to him that our union represen‚tatives are democratically elected, just like he is. I offered him an analogy: suppose representatives from a foreign country came to Burnaby-Willingdon, and wanted to know what the people there really thought about political issues. They couldn't accept what he, their elected political representative, said on their behalfóhe was biased, in their view. They needed to go straight to the people. Wouldn't that undermine the democratic process by which he had been elected? He had no answer, but soon hurried off to a more comfortable conversation elsewhere. What struck me most about the day was that despite the efforts of the ministry to limit opportunities for dialogue, the voice from teachers was nearly unanimous. Again and again, teachers brought up the same issuesóclass size, under-funding, too many kids with too many unmet needs, and the terrible ramifications we see in our classrooms of this government's assault on social programs like income assistance, housing, and addiction treatment. If the Liberal government was hoping to circum‚vent the BCTF via the Teachers' Congress, what they hadn't counted on was that, as our democratically elected representatives, the union does in fact speak on our behalf. I started the day with muted excitement, but I left with the distasteful sensation that I'd taken part in a propaganda show. At least, I consoled myself that it was an unsuccessful one. Susanna Quail is a teacher teaching on call, Vancouver. Teachers raised many issues By Irene Lanzinger On November 29 the minister of education held the 3rd annual Teachers' Congress in Vancouver. BCTF members from around the province were randomly selected to attend and were joined by teachers from private schools and band schools. All education-partner groups, including the BCTF, were invited to send their presidents. The overview description of the congress describes its purpose as fulfilling the "government's commitment to invite teachers from across BC to directly communicate with the minister of education." The day began at 8:45 a.m. with opening remarks from Minister Bond and ended at about 3:00 p.m. In spite of the stated purpose, the agenda for the day was packed with presentations to those attending and very little time for teachers to raise concerns with the minister. In total, teachers had about 50 minutes to raise concerns and ask questions of the minister. Teachers at the congress did a good job of demonstrating that no amount of planning on the part of the ministry can silence teacher voices. In spite of the restrictive agenda teachers raised many issues of importance to teachers. As expected, much of their input focused on resources. Problems with class size and composition were raised a number of times. Teachers also raised the shortage of librarians and counsellors and the increased workload that results from initiative after initiative from the ministry being downloaded on teachers. The impracticality and lack of consultation around the daily physical activity requirement was also discussed. The minister also heard from members regarding our concerns about testing, particularly, the ranking of schools by the Fraser Institute, and our concerns about the provincial exams at Grades 10, 11, and 12. Many thanks to the members who attended. They did an admir‚able job of using the small amount of time available to them to raise the major issues of importance to teachers. It was very heartening to hear members talk sincerely about their struggles in the classroom and use their everyday experiences to confirm the message the minister hears repeatedly from BCTF leaders. Irene Lanzinger is BCTF president.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/AboutUs.aspx?id=18892,BCTF > The steps leading to full bargaining rights  	About us  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > About Us > History > Bargaining History The steps leading to full bargaining rights 1. In 1872, the initial Public Schools Act for B.C. contained few rights for teachers. Teachers were organized into Teacher Institutes that were dominated by government officials. Barg. Rights  2. In 1917 the B.C. Teachers’ Federation was formed with original objectives of dealing with the economic, professional and social concerns of teachers. Teacher salaries at this time were determined by lists developed by school boards. There was no pay equity for women of for teachers working at elementary level as opposed to the secondary level. Barg. Rights Salary  3. In 1919, the first teacher strike in what was then the British Empire took place in Victoria, B.C. It was over salaries, involved 178 teachers and lasted two days. The result was a negotiated settlement. This resulted in the establishment of a Ministry of Education (Education has previously been handled by the Provincial Secretary), and a process of arbitration for resolving salary matters. Barg. Rights Salary Strike  4. Two years later in 1921, the New Westminster Board chose not to accept an arbitration award and a teacher strike ensued. It lasted for a week and had virtually unanimous support of the 86 teachers in New Westminster (only two reported for work). It’s important to note that there was no bargaining legislation at this time governing teachers. There were no general provisions for sick leave, maternity leave, and preparation time. Therefore, the early solidarity of teachers acting together set the stage for future collective bargaining. Barg. Rights  5. Ongoing attempts by teachers to obtain a system of bargaining collectively finally resulted in government establishing a binding arbitration process for locals and boards to deal with salaries. The Langley Teachers’ Association, in 1939 led by their president Connie Winter, invoked the new arbitration process. The trustees refused to accept the arbitrator’s award and proceeded to fire all the teachers. After an appeal to a Board of Reference provided for in the School Act reinstated the teachers, the Board force transferred them resulting in demotions for the LTA leaders. The government fired the school board, appointed an official trustee and the arbitration award honored. Barg. Rights Salary  6. As teachers organized through the BCTF, they began to push for a common salary grid based on certification and experience. This was not to be fully achieved until the 1950s when discrimination against women teachers and differentiation’s amongst the elementary, junior secondary and senior secondary levels was eliminated. And along the way to this goal, teachers: Salary Pay Equity Pensions Took a province wide strike vote over salaries in 1943. It passed by a 57% vote in favor, but was never acted upon because the Federal government brought in a national wage freeze. Joined the Trades and Labour Congress by a vote at the 1943 AGM. This affiliation lasted until 1956 when the Canadian Labour Congress was formed and the AGM that year narrowly rejected affiliation. Lobbied and pressed for a decent teacher pension plan. It wasn’t until 1961 that the basic formula still in effect that calculates pension on service, age at retirement and final salary was introduced. Instituted through the BCTF, in 1939, a salary indemnity plan. Established a Code of Ethics when statutory membership in the BCTF was enacted by the legislature in 1949. The Labour connections gained through TLC affiliation had been helpful in obtaining compulsory membership. Voluntary sigh-up had netted a 93% result. 7. The sixties saw numerous campaigns by teachers to have class sizes reduced. The 1967 AGM declared: “The BCTF will support morally and financially any teacher who is advised by the BCTF or local to refuse to teach a regular class of 40 or more pupils.” In December 1968, mass actions by Vancouver teachers led to a first Learning and Working Conditions contract by August of 1969. Several other locals were able to obtain similar WLC agreements over the next few years, but Boards were not required to negotiate working conditions with teachers. Conditions covered in these agreements were often not enforceable. But it was significant step down the road to full collective bargaining for teachers. Class Size  8. In 1971, teachers made the attainment of improvements in their pensions plan a primary objective. With an 88% mandate in an October 1970 membership vote, the leadership was authorized to call a strike of all teachers to obtain the pension improvements they sought. While government did introduce many desired changes, they did not improve the pension situation for retired colleagues so after much negotiation and lobbying, B.C. teachers, on March 19, 1971 took their first province wide job action. Partly in retaliation, government removed mandatory BCTF membership from statute in 1971. Out of 22,000 members at the time, only 69 refused to voluntarily join the BCTF. Government also put a 6.5% ceiling on grants to school boards undercutting the average 7.5% salary increase being awarded teachers through arbitration. Teachers played a major role in the 1972 provincial election through a Teacher Political Action Committee and a new government reinstated compulsory membership and other teachers sought changes. Pensions Political Action Barg./ Union Rights  9. The BCTF continued with its initiatives to obtain reduced class sizes in the province’s public schools. In 1974, Surrey teachers led by their president Lloyd Edwards, walked off the job, traveled to Victoria and protested on the class size issue. This pressured the government of the day to negotiate with the BCTF a commitment to reduce the Pupil Teacher Ratio in the province by one in each of the next three years. This had a dramatic impact on class sizes as the PTR went from 22.68 in 1972/73 to 16.70 in 1981/82 and thousands of new teachers were added to the school system. Class Size Surrey Strike  10. The leadership of the BCTF was determined to gain full bargaining rights for B.C. teachers. At the 1980 and 1981 AGMs, teachers made a priority out of expanding the scope of teacher bargaining. It was limited by legislation that required Boards of Trustees to negotiate only salaries and bonuses with teacher locals. Negotiations took place between October 1 and November 15 each year. If an agreement was not reached by November 15, compulsory arbitration was invoked. If locals could pressure their boards to negotiate working conditions of process items then they were included in the agreement. Arbitration boards, however, would only award salary and bonus items. The BCTF developed public strategies to influence school board budgets through budget presentations, established a unilateral WLC grievance procedure, held a commission on Kindergarten class size in Surrey and fully supported locals prepared to push for an expansion of their scope of bargaining. Barg. Rights Political Action  11. In the spring of 1981 things were heating up in the Terrace local where 19 personnel issues were creating a united local prepared to act in support of satisfactory resolutions. After considerable discussion and pressure from teachers, Terrace teacher president, Wayne Wyatt led teachers out on a six-day strike on June 12, 1981. The result was a Personnel Practices agreement. This success would be used as a springboard for the major “expanded scope” campaign that fall. Terrace Strike Barg. Rights  12. Buoyed by the ability of Terrace teachers to achieve an agreement through action, teacher locals across the province engaged in a wide range of public relations, political action and job action in the fall of 1981 and made significant gains in areas like elementary preparation time, elimination of noon supervision, personnel process provisions, leaves of absence provisions, professional development improvements and grievance procedures. On top of this, teachers got a 17% salary increase. It was little wonder then, with this success, that they turned sown a proposition from the Executive Committee in a referendum vote in February of 1982 to support a call for legislation that would give locals the option of opting for strike action or arbitration. Teachers, by a 60-40 vote said they were not looking for the right to strike. Political Action Barg. Rights Salary  13. Within days of the referendum results being announced, the Social Credit government of the day initiated a major restraint program. Over the next few years this would result in major cutbacks in education spending causing the pupil Teacher Ratio to increase and salary increases to be controlled by a commissioner. Class Size Salary Restraint  The BCTF formed the Defend Education Services Coalition (DESC) with school support workers, college instructors and post secondary students. A year later, in July of 1983, the government introduced 26 bills into the legislature that were intended to restructure labour relations, human rights and social spending in B.C. Political Action  The TF joined with the B.C. Federation of Labour and other unions in forming Operation Solidarity—a united labour front to fight the legislation. The BCTF also played a key role in Solidarity Coalition, and organization that united labour with community and social action groups, also committed to defeating the legislation. By August, the solidarity initiatives had resulted in over 20,000 people massed in Empire Stadium in opposition to the government’s legislative package. Political Action (Operation Solidarity)  In mid October, 80,000 citizens protested on the streets of Vancouver. At the summer conference that year, teacher leaders from around the province conducted “Streetcorner Schoolhouses” throughout Vancouver, educating people to the negative effects of the legislation on education. Political Action  14. By the fall of 1983, it was clear that the Bennett government was going to proceed with enacting its legislation. One particularly offensive piece of legislation (Bill 3) would allow for the dismissal of public employees (including teachers) without cause. Other unionized public employees had seniority and severance provisions to guide layoffs. Teachers had none. When last minute attempts by the BCTF to negotiate a seniority/severance agreement in North Vancouver were scuttled by the provincial government, teachers across B.C. walked off the job onto picked lines on November 8, 1983. Bill 3 Strike  There was strong support for the action, even though the province wide vote to mandate the action received only 60% of teacher support. The teacher action was part of a planned much larger action by the labour movement leading to a general strike. Teachers were out for three days when Operation Solidarity negotiated a resolution with government. Although nothing prevented boards from negotiating seniority/severance provisions before the strike, there was now an expectation that all locals would secure such a provision on strikes in schools by support staff was to report to work but to not do the work of support staff. At the 1984 AGM, the BCTF adopted a policy to honour all duly constituted picket lines. 15. The solidarity experience made teachers more adamant about achieving full bargaining rights. The BCTF established a Bargaining and Professional Rights Task Force that called for the establishment of full bargaining rights for B.C. teachers including the right to strike. Barg. Rights  16. Then, on April 1, 1987, Premier Bill Zalm’s government introduced two pieces of legislation known as Bills 19 and 20 which were to have a major impact on the BCTF and teacher bargaining. Barg. Rights  (Bills 19, 20)  An end to the denial of basic bargaining rights for teachers was contained in an amendment to the Industrial Relations Act which eliminated the restriction on teachers being considered as employees under the act. Other changes to the IRA restricted rights already enjoyed by the rest of the labour movement and the B.C. Federation of Labour launched a major assault on Bill 10, Bill 20 eliminated compulsory membership for teachers, took principals and vice-principles out of our bargaining unit and created a College of Teachers. This legislation was viewed by teachers as an attempt to split the BCTF and on April 28, 1987 B.C. teachers closed schools and held study sessions in every community in the province to protest this assault on their organization. On June 1, 1987, B.C. teachers acted in solidarity with the rest of the labour movement and participated in a general strike to protest Bills 19 and 20. Strike  17. The legislation required teacher locals to decide whether or not to choose the union model with the right to strike or to opt for the association model with limited access to resolution rights. Teachers in all 75 districts chose the union option and in a massive voluntary sign up of members, 98% to 99% of all teachers in B.C. joined the BCTF. Barg./ Union Rights  Task forces on membership, PSAs, and the College of Teachers helped restructure the BCTF. Meanwhile the organization mobilized its energies to prepare for the first round of what was close to full and free collective bargaining. 18. In 1988, trained and co-ordinated by the BCTF, locals went to the bargaining table for the first time as equals to their employers. Barg. Rights  The first strike under the new legislation took place in Kitimat beginning on November 28, 1988 and lasted for 10 days. Twelve other locals took strike action in the first round and two-faced lockouts by their boards. And the results were impressive. Teachers went to the table with the expectation of continuing what they had in previous agreement, replacing items that had been covered in legislation and were no longer with contract provisions and writing into contract language the policies and practices of school districts. Kitimat Strike  They met these expectations and achieved much more, negotiating class size provisions in many districts and a healthy salary increase. Class Size  Round one was a wonderful victory for teachers. They were using their newly acquired rights to overturn decades of unilateral actions by boards. 19. Round two was also successful for teachers. Legislative changes by government necessitated new provisions in agreements and locals negotiated them. More locals got class size provisions and many gained language dealing with class composition. Teachers again used their right to strike, 17 locals taking strike action and one, Southern Okanagan, locked out for a second time. This round also saw the longest teacher strike ever in Peace River North lasting 37 days. By the time round three came about, the economic environment had changed. Teachers were less united around the need to strike, and government legislated Surrey and Vancouver teachers back to work in the spring of 1993. Class Size Strikes  20. One year later, in March of 1994, the provincial government introduced the Public Education Labour Relations Act, imposing provincial bargaining on teachers. The BCTF was to become the bargaining agent for all public school teachers in B.C. and a new structure, the B.C. Public Schools Employers’ Association was created to bargain for school boards. All matters that had a cost to them were to be negotiated provincially while non-cost matters could be negotiated locally. The BCTF opposed the legislation and then established interim structures to take it through the first round of provincial bargaining. Barg. Rights  21. In May of 1996, with the assistance of the provincial government, the BCTF and BCPSEA achieved a “transitional agreement” which rolled over the provisions that were contained in previous local agreements. Some provincial language was negotiated, including a grievance procedure and a harassment provision. Barg. Rights  22. In April of 1998, the BCTF negotiated an agreement directly with the provincial government, including reductions in class size at the K-3 level, staffing ratios for non-enrolling teachers and improvements in TOC pay and provisions. BCPSEA would not ratify the agreement and government introduced it as legislation. School Boards through BSPSEA have been attempting to use provincial bargaining to roll back provisions and improvements made by teachers through local bargaining. So far, the BCTF has not only resisted that erosion but has successfully negotiated improvements. Barg. Rights  23. The Liberal opposition had campaigned on a platform of bringing K-12 education under the essential services legislation of the Labour Code. Following their election in May of 2001, they passed essential services legislation  in August 2001. The third round of provincial bargaining in 2001 began, therefore, under a legislative threat to the ability of teachers to engage in strike action. At the same time, school boards, through the employers’ association, brought an aggressive agenda of contract-stripping to the provincial table. They sought the removal of all terms and provisions concerning the ratio of non-enrolling teachers such as counsellors and teacher-librarians and serious erosion of the class size language of the agreement. Essential Services  24. Negotiations were quickly stalled. After a strike vote of 93%, teachers began a limited form of job action in the Fall of 2001 such as withdrawal from extra-curricular activities and restrictions on administrative tasks. The employer and the Federation spent many days before the Labour Board arguing over what would or would not be permitted under the Code as plans to increase the job actual to actual withdrawal of teaching service were being considered. Job Action  25. Throughout bargaining government ministers frequently threatened to impose a contract on teachers. On January 18, 2002, while speaking at the Truck Loggers’ convention, the Premier set a deadline of Friday, January 25, when an agreement must be reached or the legislature would impose a contract on teachers. Premier threatens Legislation  26. On January 27, 2002, the government acted on the threat. Two pieces of legislation were passed which imposed a collective agreement on teachers and gave the employers their entire bargaining agenda and more. Bill 28, Public Education Flexibility and Choice Act, stripped away any and all provisions concerning non-enrolling teachers as well as language concerning class size and composition including the language governing the inclusion of students with special needs. A companion piece of legislation, Bill 27, Education Services Collective Agreement Act, imposed a 7.5% salary increase over three years and eliminated ten local teacher agreements in school districts which had previously been amalgamated in 1996 where the local unions had preserved their separate agreements. Imposed Agreement  27. While the government mandated a 7.5% increase, it provided funding for only the first year’s increase and froze the K-12 budget at 2001 levels for the three-year term of the contract. Thus school districts found themselves doing the dirty work of government. Forty-four schools were forced to close across the province and layoffs reduced the teaching force by some 2,000. The flexibility long sought by school districts thus became the flexibility to determine how the system should be dismantled. Funding Crisis  28. The BCTF responded to the crisis brought about by government by adopting a “Public Education Advocacy Plan.” This three-year plan of action includes the creation of broad coalitions to defend and promote public education, especially in the area of funding. BCTF Action  About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7356&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 5, March 2006 Teaching exchanges in Canada Have you ever thought of travelling to other parts of Canada? Is your spouse being offered a temporary position in another province? Would you like your children to see more of the world while they are growing up? Have your children gone to an out-of-province post-secondary school? There are many reasons why a teaching exchange might work for you. Unfortunately, there are a number of myths surrounding exchanges that make people think exchanges are not an option for them. Myth #1: Teacher exchanges are only with other countries. While it is more common to have exchanges outside of Canada, exchanges within Canada can also be arranged. Myth #2: It’s very hard to arrange an exchange. The Canadian Education Exchange Foundation (CEEF) is an organization wholly focussed on arranging domestic and international exchanges for educators and students. They make the process surprisingly easy. The CEEF will make every effort to match you with an exchange educator. You can even arrange matches yourself and let the CEEF handle the administrative work of arranging the exchange. Myth #3: Pay and benefits will be impacted while on exchange. Absolutely not. While on exchange your pay and benefits are maintained by your home board as usual, just like you were still teaching at home. Also, you will not have any break in continuous service on your pension. Myth #4: Seniority will be lost. Absolutely not. You retain your seniority rights and progression just like you were teaching at home. Myth #5: Some exchanges turn into nightmares. There are many organizations arranging overseas teaching positions. Unfortunately some of these are less successful than others. The CEEF is the only not-for-profit organization arranging exchanges for Canadian educators and devolved directly from the Ontario Ministry of Education. Their sole purpose is to arrange teaching exchanges and they have been doing so successfully for over 13 years. Myth #6: Schools or boards will never agree to it. While you need to have formal approval from your principal and board, most boards have very supportive policies relating to exchanges. In almost every case it is just a matter of asking your Human Resources department and you will find that they are very open to an exchange. Myth #7: I’d have to sell my house if I go on exchange. Typically, exchange families trade homes for the duration of the exchange. The CEEF has more information on how this arrangement works. For more information on exchanges, domestic or international, check out the Canadian Education Exchange Foundation web site at www.ceef.ca or call them in Barrie, Ontario at 705-739-7596.)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/WorkArea/linkit.aspx?LinkIdentifier=id&ItemID=4762,Object moved Object moved to here.)
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(20141006,globalnews.ca,http://globalnews.ca/tag/bc-teachers-strike/index.html,BC Teachers Strike | News, Videos & Articles Your Region: National BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg On TV: News Hour Sections National National sections Locals Local sections Watch Watch sections Search Canada Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released Sections Health Money Consumer Tech Entertainment Environment Science Lifestyle Sports Featured Canada World Politics Investigations Canada Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released Your Region National Change BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Health Money Consumer Tech Entertainment Environment Science Lifestyle Sports Jump to a Region National BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Man trying to reach Bermuda in inflatable bubble rescued by Coast Guard Schedule NowNews Hour 6:30pmGlobal National More Programs Global National The West Block 16x9 The Morning Show More Personalities Dawna Friesen Carolyn Jarvis Liza Fromer Tom Clark More News Major snowfall covers N. Manitoba Entertainment ‘Gone Girl’ wins weekend box office News Journalist with Ebola arrives at US hospital Canada Quebecor sells off Sun newspaper chain News Crowdfunded bus debuts in Toronto Entertainment Depardieu reveals past as escort, thief Canada MPs debate motion for airstrikes in Iraq Sports NBA extends television deals for 9 years Trending Maple Syrup Heist Hong Kong protests Iraq crisis Luka Magnotta Ebola outbreak enterovirus D68 Ukraine Retail Wars http://globalnews.ca/tag/bc-teachers-strike/"> News Live blog Daycare Options Wages Class Size What is E80? Class Composition Video Latest BC Teachers Strike Videos 02:08 News Hour BC Inner city teacher turns to crowdfunding for needy kids 01:59 News Hour BC Back to school, three weeks late 01:27 News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Will the school year be extended? 02:39 Noon News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: What can kids expect? 02:19 News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Results of the vote tonight 05:03 Noon News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Teachers voting today 04:12 News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Big questions remain 10:13 BC 1 BC teachers dispute: Union leader Jim Sinclair weighs in on deal 03:10 Noon News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: BCTF urged to vote yes 03:11 News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Deal details 01:44 News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Deal reaction 01:44 News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Back to school shopping 01:57 News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Finally, a tentative deal 06:59 BC 1 BC teachers dispute: Is it a good deal? 05:21 BC 1 BC teachers deal: Is the new deal affordable? 06:34 BC 1 BC teachers dispute: What will the school year look like? 15:57 News Hour BC Press conference: BCTF president Jim Iker on tentative deal 02:11 Global National BC teachers strike: Tentative deal reached, school may start Monday 15:20 News Hour BC Press conference: Premier Christy Clark and Peter Fassbender on tentative deal 06:31 BC 1 BC teachers dispute: Press conference review Latest BC Teachers Strike News Global News October 5, 2014 10:07 pm Coquitlam teachers fighting over pay Lori Leonard thought the protests were behind her, but the Coquitlam teacher is dusting off her picket sign once again. Continue reading → BC 1 September 27, 2014 2:02 pm Cheques for school strike money to be mailed in late October Cheques for the $40 a day promised to parents of children aged 12 and under during the education dispute will be mailed out in late October. Continue reading →   What is this? Branded content is written by or on behalf of our sponsor and not by Global News' editorial staff. If you'd like to learn more... What is this ? X What is this? Branded content is written by or on behalf of our sponsor and not by Global News' editorial staff. If you'd like to learn more... More stories below Global News September 24, 2014 1:34 am Children at Silverdale Elementary return to class in middle of construction site Students at Silverdale Elementary, a small school in Mission, have started off their year on a construction site. Continue reading → BC 1 September 22, 2014 7:50 pm Elementary school teacher sets up crowdfunding page for classroom supplies For teachers, going back to school also comes at a cost. Continue reading → BC 1 September 22, 2014 8:10 am BC teachers’ strike: Will the school year be extended? Public school students will be back in classrooms across B.C. on Monday amid lingering questions about how the education dispute will affect the school year. Continue reading → BC 1 September 20, 2014 1:36 pm B.C. students getting ready to go back to school on Monday Shoppers are expected to be out in droves this weekend across B.C., stocking up on school supplies. Continue reading →   What is this? Branded content is written by or on behalf of our sponsor and not by Global News' editorial staff. If you'd like to learn more... What is this ? X What is this? Branded content is written by or on behalf of our sponsor and not by Global News' editorial staff. If you'd like to learn more... BC 1 September 17, 2014 7:23 pm B.C. teachers ponder tentative deal ahead of vote The initial euphoria of getting a negotiated deal in the bitter B.C. teachers’ strike has worn off and now more than 40,000 union members are tallying their wins and losses before voting on the contract. Continue reading → BC 1 September 17, 2014 2:00 pm Questions about Pro-D Days in B.C. as tentative deal reached in dispute But for school districts that have Pro-D Days scheduled for Monday, many are wondering if those will be rescheduled or cancelled so the kids and teachers can get back in the classroom as soon as possible. Continue reading → More stories below BC 1 September 17, 2014 8:30 am Teachers to vote on tentative deal on Thursday: the details Here is what is known about the tentative six-year deal between the BCTF and government that teachers will vote on this Thursday Continue reading → Global News September 16, 2014 10:49 pm Full text of communication to teachers from the BCTF Read the full text of the e-mail that the BCTF sent to B.C. teachers today after the announcement of a tentative deal. Continue reading → Load More Popular Now How does Ebola spread? 5 things you need to know 17958 Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released 9957 Accused Madeleine McCann Twitter troll found dead 9216 Ebola: 5 reasons why an outbreak is highly unlikely in Canada 5718 UPDATE: What’s the best, cheapest Canadian cellphone plan out there? 5633 Featured Content Canada Ebola: 5 reasons why an outbreak is highly unlikely in Canada What are the chances of an Ebola outbreak taking off in Canada? It isn’t likely, according to experts. And here are a number of reasons why. Continue reading → Environment Are we in the midst of a mass extinction? There have been 5 mass extinctions — the loss of 75 per cent or more of the world’s species — in Earth’s history. Scientists now believe that we are at the early stages of the sixth. Continue reading → Health Lab-grown penises may soon be ‘ready for testing’ on humans Researchers in North Carolina say penises grown in laboratories could “soon be ready for human testing,” offering hope for men who have had traumatic injuries or penile cancer. Continue reading → Canada Meet Rachel Parent — the teen fighting for GMO labelling in Canada Rachel Parent is a 15-year-old activist. Her goal: mandatory labelling in Canada of all genetically modified organisms, or GMOs that are found as ingredients in food. Continue reading → Canada Abandoned puppies on the mend Twenty hungry, cold and flea-infested puppies found in a Saskatchewan field are now being nursed back to health at Battleford’s Humane Society. Continue reading → Science Everything you need to know about Wednesday’s lunar eclipse On Oct. 8, Canada will be treated to its second lunar eclipse of the year. Find out what you can expect. Continue reading → Canada Can homegrown food win the climate change war? Wondering what’s the single most effective way to combat climate change? Plant a garden. Continue reading → Canada 16×9: An investigation into illegal lumber Timber thieves are stealing wood from the Russian Far East, processing it in China and then shipping it to North America, a 16×9 investigation has found. Continue reading → Highlights Hounds of Parliament: As commuting cyclist and budget watchdog, Frechette must make his presence known Frechette draws a line distinguishing his personality as a cyclist and as the parliamentary budget officer. But surely there’s a parallel between the assertive man he is on a bike and in the role of PBO? Continue reading → Email alerts Sign up for FREE daily Globalnews.ca newsletters and breaking news alerts Email Address National Daily News National Breaking News By clicking on the submit button, I have read, understood and agreed to our privacy policy Twitter Follow globalnews 5 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews USA Swimming suspends #MichaelPhelps for 6 months glbn.ca/ClLU9 pic.twitter.com/nqC3dQ3NhL 5 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews Hillary Clinton: military action against ISIS “critical” and “essential” globalnews.ca/news/1600343/w… #cdnpoli 17 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews Boy left in car during church choir practice dies glbn.ca/ClKBB Jump to a Region BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Connect Facebook Twitter Google+ RSS Contact Us Global News About Us Privacy Policy Principles & Practices Terms & Conditions Copyright Shaw Media Advertise Open Data © Shaw Media Inc., 2014. All rights reserved. Follow Follow “Global News” Get every new post delivered to your Inbox. Join 3,820 other followers Powered by WordPress.com Shaw Connect Expand News Entertainment Entertainment Home Celebs Movies TV Music Living Lifestyle Food Home & Living Sports Money Tech Travel Breaktime Autos Watch TV Online All Sites Global Global News Food Network HGTV History Television Showcase Slice DTOUR ET Canada National Geographic Movietime Lifetime H2 DIY Action NG Wild Mystery IFC BBC Deja Vu Twist)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7838,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 2, October 2004 Wear it loud and wear it proud by Tracey Sweetapple and Lisa Cecile Covering up—nodding yes—faking it—avoiding eye contact. Trying to fit in. Forgetting hearing aids. Saying the batteries are dead. Offering an endless list of excuses to appear to be hearing and therefore "normal." Trying to fit in with the larger, hearing, mainstream population can be tiring, overwhelming, and anxiety inducing. That is the message students learned from the deaf and hard of hearing (d&hh) adults who presented at the Second Annual Conference for Deaf and Hard of Hearing Students at Okanagan University College, May 26–28, 2004. Students were reminded of the need to connect with others who understand hearing loss in order to develop a healthy identity. "This was an amazing opportunity for all of the d&hh youth to network, learn from one another, and develop new friendships. It was obvious that the students really enjoyed themselves!" – Melissa Campbell (presenter) Students with hearing loss, typically educated without d&hh peers, often feel they must mesh with the hearing world, rather than the other way around. The conference, implemented to support the academic, social, and emotional needs of the d&hh students, provides them with a sense of community that is not always possible in their daily lives. With the support of their hearing resource teachers, d&hh students from Vernon planned and fundraised for months to develop a conference program that would be educational and fun. "You, the teachers and parents, should all be proud of these young people, and they themselves should be smiling to know they are doing everything right in order to grow up to become leaders in our communities and country." – Dennis Robertson (presenter) On May 26, students checked in at the Similkameen dorms at the OUC North Kelowna Campus. The evening was paced with activities to get the 27 students working together, building team spirit, and creating a lively sense of adventure. Students, divided into house teams, had to find members of their team by sporting the team scarf from their conference registration package. Instructed to "Wear it loud, and wear it proud!" students did just that. Team relay races were held outside, and then a Karaoke machine, connected with a PowerPoint projector and Radium Soundfield system, was given a workout. Students received points for their team by being positive, supportive, helpful, and brave enough to sing. "The conference was a huge success. Our students had the time of their lives!" – Melanie Thomas and Don McVicar (teachers) Presentations the next day included audiograms, a hands-on FM session, assistive listening technology (ASL), hearing-assist dogs, and early childhood education and signing for babies. For the final session of the day, students took a workshop on makeup, pedicure, fly-fishing, guitar-playing, or soccer. It was a tremendous way to cap off the day, and the response from students was enthusiastic. The evening’s activities included another round of Karaoke and viewing Cheaper by the Dozen shown on the wall with the use of a PowerPoint projector, DVD player in a laptop computer connected with a Radium Soundfield System. "Thanks a lot to all of the teachers of the deaf and hard of hearing. We love you all. It’s been nice and means a lot." – Victoria Nattrall (student) "My students had a wonderful time and want to go again next year and stay in the dorm. And we will...[he] is a different child since be has seen the campus." – Karen Matheson (teacher) "Thank you very much for a wonderful time." – Kimberley Browett (student) On the last morning of the conference, Sandra Vandenhoff, from Phonak, spoke about her life as a hard-of-hearing person and offered personal words of advice for students. The session concluded with a panel discussion by four d&hh adults, who freely gave of themselves and their experiences. It is amazing how, through this one event, students’ perceptions could be changed. One student said she realized she was hurting only herself by not wearing her hearing aids and FM; that she should not be embarrassed or ashamed to ask others to support her listening needs. Another student said that the experience had changed her life and that she now knew what she wanted to be. Yet another seemed to undergo an overnight transformation from shy and withdrawn to animated and involved. The power of numbers and the strength derived from others who have similar needs is what inclusion is all about. Through this conference, students had the opportunity to learn from and connect with others who have the same needs. Our thanks to the presenters and sponsors. The students left the conference with an identity that they can wear loud and proud. Tracey Sweetapple and Lisa Cecile work in the Vernon School District. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9122,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 19, Number 1, September 2006 President's message What a school year! Over the last 12 months teachers of this province voted to stand up to the state to defend our rights, our students’ learning conditions, and fair and reasonable salary increases. The support we received from parents, our communities, and from working people was tremendous. Teachers across Canada and around the world supported our historic stand. We continued to pursue our goals through the bargaining process and every other venue we could find. We are now proud members of the BC Federation of Labour and the Canadian Labour Congress. These affiliations will provide us with the opportunities to tackle major issues for workers’ rights everywhere, and will ensure the support of labour in our continuing struggle for our students’ right to a quality public education. On June 30 we signed an agreement-in-committee and this September we ratified a negotiated settlement. What a feat! Did we achieve all of our goals? Absolutely not. Did we make significant progress? Absolutely, yes! We exercised our rights and we forced this government to acknowledge that student learning conditions need to be addressed. Bill 33 is a baby step in the right direction, and the settlement begins to address the economic welfare of our teachers. All of our gains are due to the passion, courage, and commitment of our members. When we take a collective stand, we make gains. Over the last 12 months BCTF members determined our actions in six provincial votes. Together we exercised our rights and took a stand. You are my heroes, and I have never been more proud to be a teacher. What a year! Jinny Sims Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11138&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2002 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 14, Number 5, March 2002 Liberal policy has people dying for compassion The B.C. Liberal government has capped the number of allowable treatments to those most in need of medical services. Such is the case of Sheila Baxter and her fiancé, Hardy. Hardy, 68, has Parkinson’s disease and diabetes; he lives in a nursing home. Sheila, a disabled senior, provides Hardy with daily emotional support and is also dealing with cuts to her Pharmacare coverage. Prior to Gordon Campbell’s cuts to health care, Hardy received the medical treatment he needed for a $10 user fee per session. As a result of the health cuts, the couple, not unlike many other British Columbians, is in a crisis situation. As of January 1, 2002, Hardy is eligible for only 10 treatments per year. The 10 treatments apply to any visit to a physiotherapist, podiatrist, chiropractor, naturopath, or massage therapist. Since Hardy is a diabetic and needs a podiatrist to cut his toenails for him once every six weeks, the podiatrist visits cost him 9 of his 10 allowable treatments. Now Hardy has only a single visit left for all other treatments this year. The question for Sheila and Hardy is, Do you decide whether you should risk losing a leg because you’re diabetic, or being so stiff because of Parkinson’s disease that you can’t get out of bed and will end up in extended care? Before Hardy started physiotherapy, he was bent nearly in half and unable to walk. Having had frequent physiotherapy treatments, Hardy is now able to stand straight and even take a walk outside the nursing home. Sheila’s health is also compromised as she needs a motorized scooter for mobility and requires prescription drugs to control high blood pressure and other ailments. As of January 1, 2002, Sheila must pay $10 per prescription, a cost she says she cannot afford. Sheila says, "If I don’t take these blood pressure pills, then I’ll get a stroke and then I’ll be in a hospital." If the cuts persist, Sheila knows that before long, Hardy will stiffen up like a board, because he will no longer receive the frequent physiotherapy treatment he needs. Sheila says, "This is horrible; these patients don’t often get outside the door. The physiotherapist even had people walking outside, so they were not bedridden." Not only will the cap on treatments take away from Hardy’s quality of life, but also it may soon cost him his room in the nursing home. When Hardy gets so stiff that he is unable to make it out of his wheelchair and into his bed, he will be transferred to an extended-care facility, where he will require around-the-clock treatment, a far more costly alternative. Sheila and Hardy’s situation is not isolated. Their crisis demonstrates the Liberal government’s focus on short-term savings at the expense of poor people’s lives. These short-sighted savings will cost Medicare much more money in the future, because poor people cannot afford the medical treatment they require. When people are forced to forgo preventative medicine, their care ends up costing the healthcare system more—in future hospitalizations and constant patient care. End Legislated Poverty demands a return of preventative medical treatments before more lives are lost and our health care costs spiral out of control. Sheila Baxter can be reached for further comment at 604-681-6056. ELP representative, Nikki Maier, can be reached at 604-879-1209.)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/SocialJustice.aspx?id=15248&printPage=true,BCTF > Global education methodology and theory  	BCTF Social Justice  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Social Justice > Programs and Workshops > Global Education > Global Classroom Webliography of Internet Resources for Global Education Global education methodology and theory AusAID Global Education Website This website’s objective is to increase the amount and quality of global education in Australian schools. Site has lots of free teaching tools. BC Min of Education: Performance Standards for Social Responsibility This framework provides common language for discussions about the social responsibilities of students. BCTF Social Justice Website This website is a vehicle for the sharing of information, ideas, and activities on social justice issues. Catholic Agency for Overseas Development (CAFOD) Resources CAFOD offers a wide range of free and online resources on topics such as aid, food and hunger, and globalization to support teachers. Doing CL (Collaborative Learning) This site has lots of good ideas for collaborative learning. Education for Citizenship This is a list of websites with practical global education activities. Global Campaign for Education Resource Library Site contains various downloadable resources such as UN international literacy reports, and articles about recent conferences on education. Global Dimension From climate change to poverty, you can find resources for all student age groups and subject areas on this UK site. Global Learning Portal (GLP) GLP can be used to access educational resources and classroom activities, and is also a global meeting place to exchange ideas with colleagues worldwide. Learning for a Sustainable Future Nonprofit that works with educators to integrate sustainable development into education. Site has free course modules and classroom activities. National Peace Corps Association: Education A professional network that provides resources such as a list of global education links and a comprehensive list of teaching resources for the classroom. Oxfam Canada Education Website offers free lesson plans. Oxfam Education (UK) Website offers hot topics for the classroom and free online teaching materials. Education for Global Citizenship newsletter. Rethinking schools An organization dedicated to equity and to the vision of public education as central to a humane, caring, multiracial democracy. Many online resources and publications including, the book Rethinking Globalization and Rethinking Mathematics, Teaching Justice by the Numbers. Theory into Practice Database The database contains brief summaries of 50 major theories of learning and instruction. UNA-Canada’s Educational Programs Online curriculum materials from the UN Association of Canada United Nations CyberSchoolBus This site has many free resources for global teaching and learning projects.  Victoria International Development Association (VIDEA) Teacher Resource Package This is online support for teachers from VIDEA.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=17600,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 5, March 2009  Students are not to blame, Part 2 By Margaret White Lack of government action places BC children at higher risk of living in poverty Educators in British Columbia, more than any other province are facing the challenge of how best to support children to overcome educational barriers associated with poverty. In 2006, BC (21.9% of children) recorded the highest before-tax-child-poverty rate in Canada (15.8% of children) for the fifth year in a row, according to First Call BC Child and Youth Advocacy Coalition’s 2008 Child Poverty Report Card. High child-poverty rates persisted during a time of economic prosperity. BC experienced strong economic growth in recent years, accompanied by large budget surpluses. BC’s real Gross Domestic Product (GDP) grew by 4.4% in 2005 and 2006, according to a Ministry of Finance report. Yet, the response of the BC government to the economic struggles families were facing was not sufficient to bring about a meaningful reduction in the child-poverty rate. Other provinces have acted Perhaps most disturbing is how poorly BC fares in its efforts to reduce child and family poverty, compared to other provinces. First Call’s 2008 Report Card on Child-Poverty shows that government transfers in BC reduced the child poverty rate by 7.1% in 2006. In other words, without government transfers, the proportion of children living in poverty in BC families would have been 29%. Some progress was made but not enough. BC child-poverty rates remained the highest in the country. Perhaps this is because BC did the least to reduce the child-poverty rate in 2006 compared to all other provinces. Several provinces made remarkable progress in reducing child-poverty rates with government transfers, including Newfoundland and Labrador (–21.8%), New Brunswick (–15.0%), Prince Edward Island (–15.8%), and Quebec (–13.5%). Quebec chose a “family-friendly” approach, implementing a comprehensive framework of policies to address the underlying causes of family poverty. These are described in detail by Catherine Krull of Queen’s University in a 2007 article in the Canadian Review of Social Policy. The Quebec approach seeks to reduce family poverty while supporting families to balance work and family responsibilities. To achieve this goal, Quebec provided parents with universal access to affordable childcare, expanded maternity and parental leave programs, and consolidated and increased income supports/benefits for one- and two-parent families. Working parents are also eligible for up to10-days leave per year for childcare. Using the Market Basket Measure, which is sensitive to provincial differences in cost of living, a recent Statistics Canada report on low-income children revealed the probability of a child being low-income in Quebec in 2004 was 8% compared to 23% for children in BC. The Quebec example shows the rest of Canada that it is within our means and a reasonable expectation to make significant progress in improving the economic well-being of the poorest families in the country. Educational vulnerability increases The effects of persistent high poverty rates in BC will be felt in the education system for years to come. It is well documented in the research literature that students living in poverty have less favourable educational outcomes than students whose families have more resources to draw upon. Recent research shows that the vulnerability of young children entering public school increased during recent years. The Human Early Learning Partnership (HELP) assesses the vulnerability of Kindergarten students on a number of indicators, using the Early Development Instrument. This instrument measures several dimensions of early childhood development including physical, social, and emotional well-being, cognitive/ language skills, and communication skills/general knowledge. HELP researchers recently reported on a comparison of two periods in which these measures were taken—2001 to 2004 and 2004 to 2007, which showed that the percentage of children vulnerable on any scale increased in 26 school districts and decreased in 7 school districts between the two periods of data collection. Improving the economic well-being of children and families There is growing support across the country for governments to take action to reduce poverty. According to an October 2008 poll commissioned by the Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives and conducted by Environics, 87% of British Columbians say the prime minister and premiers need to set concrete targets and timelines to reduce poverty and measure their progress. The Canadian Council on Social Development’s Growing Up in North America: The Economic Well-Being of Children in Canada, the United States, and Mexico outlines a comprehensive poverty reduction strategy for low-income families in Canada. Recommendations include a mix of social and labour policy to provide income supports to alleviate and prevent child and family poverty, adjustment assistance programs to families affected by economic dislocation, and access to affordable housing and quality childcare. Reform of labour market policy is also needed to encourage the growth of better quality jobs as well as policies to improve access to education and health services. Campaign 2000, a non-partisan, cross-Canada coalition of over 120 national, provincial, and community organizations calculate that an increase of maximum national child benefit from $3,271 to $5,100 per child is necessary to achieve a significant poverty reduction. Their 2008 report also recommends the Canadian government expand eligibility for Employment Insurance, increase federal work tax credits to $2,400 per year, increase the federal minimum wage to $10 per hour, implement a national housing plan with substantial funding for social housing, provide affordable and accessible early childhood education and care, develop an equity plan to address barriers to achieving equal opportunity for all children, and implement a specific poverty reduction strategy for Aboriginal families. In December 2008, the BC Office of the Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives released their report—A Poverty Reduction Plan for BC. Recommendations include improved access and levels of income support for non-employed individuals, improvements to the minimum wage and restoration of employment standards protection, focusing efforts on groups most vulnerable to poverty, immediate expansion of affordable housing, universally funded childcare, an increase in funding for post-secondary training for low-income individuals, and an expansion of home care support and residential care services. The report suggests concrete targets and timelines for implementing each of these recommendations. Well-funded education plan is needed An essential component of a poverty reduction strategy is to develop a well-funded education plan for how best to support all students including the growing number of vulnerable children entering the BC school system. Educational policy needs to be responsive to the needs of all vulnerable students. Dr. Clyde Hertzman and Dr. Lori Irwin recommend universal access to programs to address the early learning needs of vulnerable students in BC, based on their research with the Human Early Learning Partnership in developing community-based population-level outcome measures of early child development. They caution that “While the highest risk of vulnerability is found in the poorest neighbourhoods, the largest number of children with developmental vulnerabilities is spread across middle-class neighbourhoods.” Researchers Benjamin Levin and J. Anthony Riffel examined ways in which poverty is understood in school systems and the ways in which schools respond to poverty. They note that while educators cannot solve poverty, there is much that can be done to support students. Potential solutions include whole school instructional approaches, schools working closely with parents and the broader community (e.g., community liaison workers), clothing and nutritional programs, the elimination of school fees, early learning programs, and community and economic development. Levin and Riffel concluded that with the exception of some urban areas, few school districts have advocacy groups to effectively lobby on issues related to poverty and education. Without this political pressure, school districts and provincial governments have not made poverty a priority issue, because policy-makers either do not perceive it as their problem, or do not believe they can do anything about it. In an era of funding cutbacks, urban schools have increasingly had to defend funding for inner city programs. Brownell and colleagues with the Manitoba Centre for Health Policy, make a number of recommendations arising from their population-based research in Manitoba on socio-economic status and educational outcomes. They recommend a social program design be universal with a need-based focus and include early childhood programs, quality childcare, parenting programs, early school years intervention programs, as well as programs to address the gender gap and prevent withdrawal from secondary education. Joseph Flessa’s literature review on poverty and education for the Elementary Teachers’ Federation of Ontario, in 2007, evaluates existing responses and potential solutions to address poverty and education concerns. He cautions that while schools support the concept of school-community connections, most have difficulty moving to “concrete policies and practices that make real connections between schools and homes.” This is, in part, due to an unacknowledged difference in expectations, values, and socio-economic position between predominantly middle-class educational institutions and the community that they are seeking to make connections with. He argues that the deficit framework that has historically defined educational policy creates an adversarial relationship between school and community, and needs to be challenged for meaningful progress to take place. With commitment and a well-thought-out strategy, governments can make a difference in improving the economic well-being of families. Educators can and do make a difference in the lives of vulnerable children but need resources and sound educational policy to do so. It is long past time for the provincial government to heed the call to develop and implement a poverty reduction strategy, following the lead of more progressive provinces in Canada. References available upon request. Margaret White is a researcher, BCTF Research and Technology Division. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=21925%20,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 23, Number 4, Jan./Feb. 2011   What does 21st century learning look like?  By Nicol Suhr   After viewing Susan Lambert’s presentation at the fall Representative Assembly voicing concerns about the Ministry of Education’s plan for 21st century learning, and listening to the comments of my fellow educators, I was deeply concerned about several factors. Technology and social isolation are at the forefront of my concerns. I would classify myself as a proponent of technology; I use it everyday in my math and science classes, both as a primary teaching tool and as a supplementary aid. However, technology is a tool to use, not something that excuses us from the thinking process itself. “The real problem is not whether machines think but whether men do.” – BF Skinner Further, I am extremely concerned over the drive to “individualized learning,” which seems to be used as a euphemism for “sitting at a computer terminal and spewing out the answers so that one can say, I’ve learned something!” Education is more than just spewing information. It includes learning to communicate, think critically, and work as a team. Today’s students need communication, leadership, and teamwork skills more than ever. The lack of proper interaction, etiquette, and language expectation in today’s society isn’t giving our children the skills they need to succeed in tomorrow’s workplace or society as a whole. Almost everyday, new research unveils that teambuilding and social interaction help to foster intelligence, language acquisition, community, and citizenship. So, why is our new education system being designed to go in the opposite direction, isolating students, and limiting their exposure to ideas to whatever is put on the screen in front of them? The “21st century learning” model needs to be about communication, information, and technology—how to use it sustainably, rather than solely in an industrial model based on efficiency. We need to ask the questions: What does our ideal education system look like? What will our education system look like in the future? As teachers, we are in a unique position to understand what our students need and what we need to get them there. I, for one, would love to sit on a committee with the BCTF working with the ministry—let’s show them what teamwork looks like—to develop this new system that works for all of us. Let’s see what we can create!   Nicol Suhr teaches at Nakusp Secondary School, Nakusp.    Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=14240,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 20, Number 2, October 2007 Etat des lieux Par Mohamed Chelali Lorsque j’ai été recruté par la fédération il y a maintenant un peu plus d’un mois je pensais connaître tout de la FECB ou de ce que nous appelons communément la BCTF. Ma surprise fut grande lorsque j’ai découvert une grande variété de services et de programmes disponibles pour les membres beaucoup plus large et plus étoffée que ce que je pensais. Surpris? Oui. Mais agréablement surpris!!! Savez-vous par exemple que le site Internet de la FECB est classé parmi les meilleurs du pays, que nous organisons une journée de la FECB dans la grande majorité des universités de la Colombie-Britannique destinée aux élèves maîtres. Que la FECB administre ou est partenaire dans le régime des pensions. Que la FECB a maintenant un nouveau plan pour ses membres avec divers avantages et bénéfices offrant des prix réduits sur les voyages personnels, les assurances, location, etc. Savez-vous que la FECB soutient 33 Associations provinciales de spécialistes organisées autour d’intérêts partagés pour des sujets ou rôles particuliers dont deux nous concernent directement et qui sont très dynamiques. Ce sont l’association provinciale des professeurs d’immersion et du programme francophone et l’association des langues modernes (BCATML). Savez-vous que la fédération organise annuellement une conférence pour les nouveaux enseignants! Savez-vous que nous disposons de plus de 160 facilitateurs d’ateliers dont malheureusement 7 seulement pour les ateliers en français. L’année dernière, sur les 33 demandes d’ateliers en français, 15 ont été annulés par manque de facilitateurs. Il y a du travail à faire!! Le bureau des programmes et des services en français est votre voix et votre lien au cœur de la fédération. Le soutenir, l’informer, l’impliquer, le promouvoir est le devoir de tout enseignant qui a le français comme langue première, langue de travail ou même langue seconde. Le nombre d’élèves au programme francophone avoisine maintenant 4000 alors que celui de l’immersion est proche de 40 000 élèves. Le nombre d’enseignants a aussi légèrement augmenté. En 2007 on comptait 1803 enseignant(e)s en immersion et 336 dans le programme francophone. Voilà un potentiel dont nous devons tous être fiers malgré les nombreux défis. En parlant de défis et en ayant suivi la rentrée scolaire de cette année, on a pu constater que le déficit chronique des enseignants de français est devenu très inquiétant. Il en va de la relève, de l’expansion ou même de la pérennité de nos programmes surtout au niveau de l’immersion. Il faut dire que la pénurie d’enseignant(e)s de français existe tant au niveau de l’immersion qu’au niveau du programme francophone. Pour le bien de ces programmes des solutions à court, moyen et long terme doivent être apportées dans les plus brefs délais. Le bureau des programmes et services de français au nom de la fédération est décidé à faciliter et aider à trouver des solutions innovatrices pour le bien de ces programmes et l’avenir de la francophonie en Colombie-Britannique. Bien évidemment, il y a aussi le manque chronique de moyens humains et matériels qui peut être constaté ici et là pour soutenir et aider les élèves en difficultés d’apprentissage ou offrir des classes ressources. Ce manque est très criant dans le programme d’immersion. Il est de votre rôle et de votre devoir de revendiquer et aussi d’informer la fédération de chaque cas que vous auriez constaté. On peut aussi parler du manque des ressources et du matériel pédagogique en classe non seulement en français langue, mais aussi en mathématiques, en sciences et en sciences humaines. Selon les dernières estimations le nombre d’élèves en immersion et dans le programme francophone représente environ 7.50% du total des élèves de la province alors que le nombre des enseignant(e)s des mêmes programmes n’est que de 6.30 % du total des enseignants de la province. Il y a du travail à faire et c’est peut être là qu’il faut aller chercher le manque en orthopédagogues et en classe ressource. À la rentrée de septembre, on fait l’état des lieux, après il faut remédier et surtout solutionner. La tâche est ardue et exigeante mais c’est pour cela que nous avons besoin de vous. En attendant, je vous souhaite une bonne année scolaire et beaucoup de plaisir et de joie avec vos élèves. Surtout n’oubliez pas que nous sommes ici pour vous servir et vous aider. Mohamed Chelali, coordinateur des Programmes et Services français à la FECB. Très urgent Appel pour des facilitateurs d’ateliers en français Nous manquons cruellement de facilitateurs pour les ateliers organisés par la FECB dont vous pouvez trouver la liste sur le site du BCTF à l’adresse suivante: bctf.ca/francais Si vous êtes intéressé(e)s et motivé(e)s pour animer un atelier, contactez-nous dès que possible. Nous nous engageons à organiser votre formation, tous vos frais seront bien entendus couverts par la FECB. Toute suggestion d’atelier est également la bienvenue. Nous nous tenons à votre entière disposition si vous avez besoin d’information supplémentaire. Tel : 604-871-1844 ou 604-871-1869, Courriel: chuarddelamarre@bctf.ca Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/advantage/realestate.aspx,BCTF Advantage Program > Real Estate  Home Frequently Asked Questions Real Estate Member Savings The BCTF is proud to announce our new affiliation with the Real Estate Member Savings program. If you’re planning to buy or sell a house, condo, cottage, land, commercial building or other real estate, the Real Estate Member Savings Program can help you find the perfect property and save money on real estate commissions. This is a no cost national program that was designed for members of the BCTF. Here is how it works: Selling a Property through Real Estate Member Savings  You will work with a local award-winning REALTOR®. Receive a complimentary Comparative Market Analysis (CMA), an industry method for establishing a suggested selling price for a property Once listed, the appointed REALTOR® will provide marketing through local print media and online websites. They will also provide digital photos and open houses as required. Members will receive a 10% Rebate from the commission your selling agent receives from the transaction.*    Buying a Property through Real Estate Member Savings  You will work with a local award-winning REALTOR®. Members will receive a 10% Rebate from the commission your Buying agent receives on your transaction.    This is a No Cost service that has issued Tens of Thousands in rebates to members just like you! Here's what has been said. "This is a level of service I find to be top notch, congratulations to Real Estate Member Savings and all the people who help make this program possible." "As a Member I took advantage of this great opportunity. We were very pleased and satisfied with the program and the quality of Realtor we were referred to. Thank you Real Estate Member Savings." "My wife and I joked that the commission rebate we received was a total bonus because the service we received was blessing enough." Click here for more information.  Members will now be able to search thousands of local listings throughout the country directly on the REMS website. Please see the attached flyer. Website - www.realestatemembersavings.com Toll free number - 1-866-965-5252   Home Insurance Financial Travel Marketplace Cars Real Estate Health & Wellness Privacy Policy Terms of Use)
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(20141007,play.google.com,https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.huffingtonpost.android&hl=lv,Huffington Post - Android lietotnes pakalpojumā Google Play Meklēšana Attēli Maps YouTube Gmail Disks Kalendārs Tulkotājs Vēl Mobile Maks Blogger Fotoattēli Pat vairāk » Account Options Ieiet Lietotnes Manas lietotnes Iepirkties Spēles Redaktoru izvēle Filmas un TV Manas filmas un TV Iepirkties Filmas TV Studijas Tīkli Mūzika Mana mūzika Iepirkties Grāmatas Manas grāmatas Iepirkties Mācību grāmatas Kiosks Mans kiosks Iepirkties Ierīces Iepirkties Veikals Manas darbības pakalpojumā Play Mans vēlmju saraksts Koda izmantošana Pirkt dāvanu karti Papildināt Google Play kredītu Kategorijas Ārpus mājām Bibliotēkas un demoversijas Dzīvesveids Finanses Fotoattēli Grāmatas un uzziņas Iepirkšanās Izglītība Izklaide Komiksi Kustīgas fona tapetes Laika ziņas Logrīki Medicīna Multivide un video Mūzika un audio Personalizēšana Produktivitāte Rīki Saziņa Sociālie tīkli Sports Transportēšana Uzņēmums Veselība un fitness Ziņas un žurnāli Spēles Arkādes spēles Atjautības spēles Darbība Dažādas spēles Galda spēles Ģimenes filmas Izglītojošas spēles Kāršu spēles Kazino spēles Lomu spēles Mūzika Piedzīvojumu spēles Sacīkstes Simulācijas spēles Sporta spēles Stratēģiskās spēles Vārdu spēles Viktorīnas Sākums Populārākie produkti Jaunumi Mani pasūtījumi Iestatījumi Android ierīču pārvaldnieks Huffington Post HuffingtonPost.com - 2014. gada 1. oktobris Ziņas un žurnāli 1 Instalēt Pievienot vēlmju sarakstam Notiek pievienošana... Pievienots vēlmju sarakstam Noņemt Notiek noņemšana... Notiek ierīces saderības datu ielāde... (20 440) Vai izmantot Google tulkotāju, lai tulkotu aprakstu šādā valodā: latviešu? Tulkot aprakstu atpakaļ šādā valodā: angļu Tulkot Apraksts Featuring real-time updates from HuffPost's Pulitzer-prize winning newsroom, the app lets your voice be heard by commenting on articles, and sharing your favorite stories and opinion pieces with friends, family, and coworkers in your social networks. The new "universal" version of the app supports multiple devices -- including phones, and 7-inch and 10-inch tablets, both with grid and list layouts -- and also offers a unique "night mode" feature. You can also download stories for offline reading – no connections needed. And it’s global – our app connects you with the best from our international editions, including the UK, Canada, France, Germany, Spain, Italy, Japan, Brazil, and South Korea. Attēloti reālā laika atjauninājumus no HuffPost ir Pulicera-balvu uzvarētāju jaunumu app ļauj jūsu balss tikt uzklausītam komentējot rakstus, un daloties jūsu mīļākie stāstus un sabiedriskās domas gabalu ar draugiem, ģimeni un kolēģiem ar savu sociālo tīklu. Jaunais "universālu" versija app atbalsta vairākas ierīces - tai skaitā telefonus, un 7 collu un 10 collu tabletes, gan ar tīklu un saraksta izkārtojumu - un arī piedāvā unikālu "nakts režīmā" funkciju. Jūs varat arī lejupielādēt stāstus bezsaistē lasījumam - nav savienojumi, kas nepieciešami. Un tas ir globāls - mūsu app savieno jūs ar labāko no mūsu starptautiskos izdevumos, tostarp Apvienotajā Karalistē, Kanādā, Francijā, Vācijā, Spānijā, Itālijā, Japānā, Brazīlijā un Dienvidkorejā. Uzzināt vairāk Lai iesniegtu atsauksmi, vispirms ir jāinstalē šī lietotne. Tagad Google Play atsauksmēm tiek izmantots pakalpojums Google+, tādēļ ir ērtāk skatīt svarīgu personu viedokli. Jaunas atsauksmes tiks publiski saistītas ar jūsu Google+ profilu. Jūsu vārds iepriekš publicētajās atsauksmēs tiek rādīts kā “Google lietotājs”. Reģistrēties pakalpojumam Google+ Tagad Google Play atsauksmēm tiek izmantots pakalpojums Google+, tādēļ ir ērtāk skatīt svarīgu personu viedokli. Jaunas atsauksmes tiks publiski saistītas ar jūsu Google+ profilu. Jūsu vārds iepriekš publicētajās atsauksmēs tiek rādīts kā “Google lietotājs”. Turpināt Atsauksmes rakstīšana Iesniegt atsauksmi Mana atsauksme Atsauksme no lietotāja Atsauksmes Noderīgums Jaunākie Vērtējums Noderīgums Rakstīt atsauksmi 3,8 kopā 20 440 vērtējumi 5 8 981 4 5 246 3 2 167 2 1 278 1 2 734 Jaunumi Expanded Notifications Uzzināt vairāk Papildu informācija Atjaunināts 2014. gada 1. oktobris Izmēri Atšķiras atkarībā no ierīces Instalēšanas reizes 1 000 000–5 000 000 Pašreizējā versija Atšķiras atkarībā no ierīces Nepieciešamā Android versija Atšķiras atkarībā no ierīces Satura vērtējums Vidējs Atļaujas Skatīt detalizētu informāciju Pārskats Atzīmēt kā nepiemērotu Nodrošina HuffingtonPost.com Izstrādātājs Apmeklēt vietni Sūtīt e-pasta ziņojumu: android@huffingtonpost.com Konfidencialitātes politika Līdzīgi BBC News BBC Worldwide (Ltd) 1 Bezmaksas Get the latest world and regional news from the BBC’s global network of more than 2000 journalists. From breaking news, to business, entertainment, technology, the arts and sport, all divided into clear sections, this free app lets you watch video reports, listen to live radio and read the latest updates wherever you are. Key features:  • All the latest news as it happens  • Watch or listen to the latest news headlines  • Opt in for breaking news push notifications  • Download the latest stories when you have a signal and then read them offline at your leisure  • Share stories to a range of social networks, or email/SMS to a friend  • Personalise the home screen by adding, removing and re-ordering news categories to suit your preferences  • Listen live to BBC World Service radio  • Home screen widgets to keep you up to date  • Settings to allow the app to automatically update in the background  • Set text size to suit your preferences  • Ability to send stories, video, and photos directly to the BBC News team  • Full range of News categories: Top stories, US & Canada, Europe, Latin America, Asia, Middle East, Africa, UK, Technology, Business, Features & Analysis, Science & Environment, Entertainment & Arts, Health, Also In The News, Sport  • Ability to store the app on the SD card. Widgets will not be available if you choose to use this function. This is a feature of the Android system. *Currently unavailable for devices running 2.2 and below. We are working on a fix and this will be available soon. Version 2.4.4:  • Push notifications for big breaking news stories  • Landscape support for all devices  • Various bug fixes including an issue that occasionally caused duplicate push notifications. If you choose to receive push notifications, a unique identifier relating to your device will be stored by ProcessOne on behalf of the BBC to provide you with the service. No other personal data relating to you (such as a username or email address) is processed. The BBC will keep your information secure and not share it with anyone else in accordance with the BBC’s Privacy and Cookies Policy, available at http://www.bbc.co.uk/privacy/ You can choose to unsubscribe from push notifications in the app’s settings screen. Permissions:  • INTERNET: Used to get the latest news content from the BBC  • ACCESS_NETWORK_STATE: Used to determine whether you are on 3G or WiFi to deliver the best quality content  • WAKE_LOCK: Used if you enable background updates in settings  • GET_ACCOUNTS: Used to determine if your device is capable of receiving Push messages  • C2D_RECEIVE/C2D_MESSAGE: Used to receive Push messages if you opt in 1 Bezmaksas CNN Breaking US & World News CNN 1 Bezmaksas CNN connects you to the world -- wherever you are. The redesigned CNN App for Android has been rebuilt and redesigned for use on both your phone and tablet. Stay informed with the latest headlines and original stories from around the globe. Follow up-to-the-minute reporting with breaking news alerts and live video. Share stories and videos and comment on top stories. •Get breaking news alerts and follow stories as they develop. •Go beyond the surface with international, politics, opinion, tech and entertainment stories and more. •Watch video clips and coverage of live events as they unfold. View your favorite CNN shows live (as available, check with your cable, satellite or telecommunications provider). •Contribute a story or opinion to CNN iReport by uploading photos and video directly from your app. Follow other iReporters and see stories from their points of view. •Access your local weather information, including current and extended forecasts. •Browse photo galleries related to today’s news. •Sync your Samsung Galaxy Gear to your CNN app and receive breaking news and top stories on your wearable device (available on select Android phones). The CNN App may ask your permission to access certain functions on your device such as location, network connection, camera and social media accounts. Doing so can enhance some features of your app such as weather forecasts, iReport submissions and ability to share stories with your social networks. The CNN App may also ask your permission for “phone calls” to allow you to call CNN regarding story ideas or general feedback. CNN respects your privacy and would never misuse your personal information. Have questions or feedback on the CNN App? E-mail us at Android@cnn.com. We are always looking for suggestions on how to provide the best experience possible for you. 1 Bezmaksas USA TODAY USA TODAY 1 Bezmaksas The nation’s news from USA TODAY is accessible 24/7 on your Android phone or tablet. Staying informed has never been this quick, easy or enjoyable. Headlines - Browse the latest headlines in our News, Sports, Life, Money, Tech, Travel and Opinion sections. Stories are updated 24/7 and can be shared via e-mail, Twitter, Facebook or any sharing app you download on your device. Scores - Check out the latest sports scores for the NFL, MLB, NBA, NHL, MLS, college football and college basketball. Weather - Get current conditions, forecasts, and radar maps, and save them for up to ten locations. Photos - Enjoy beautiful photo galleries, including the Day in Pictures, Day in Sports, and Day in Celebrities—you can flip through the day's best photos or play them back as a slideshow and share your favorites with friends. We’ve also added the Editorial Cartoon gallery to the Opinion section. Snapshots - Check out our signature Snapshots in News, Money, Sports, and Life, and vote to see Quick Question results in each one. Offline Reading - Save and read USA TODAY content offline, even when you don't have a connection. *NEW for Android 2.3+ Users: Customized Alerts - Get Breaking News alerts and alerts from USA TODAY sections including News, Sports, Life, Money, or Tech. Choose up to six categories and know more about everything as it happens. *NEW for Android 2.3+ Users: Quiet Time - Set times when an alert won’t initiate a light, sound, or vibration on your device. 1 Bezmaksas Google ziņas un laikapstākļi Google Inc. 1 Bezmaksas Visaptverošs un personalizēts skats uz populārākajām ziņām, vietējiem jaunumiem un laika prognozi. • Informācija no 65 000 izdevumiem. • Piekļuve ar vienkāršiem vilkšanas žestiem tādām kategorijām kā Populārākie raksti, Tehnoloģijas, Sports un Laika prognoze • Pielāgojiet izkārtojumu, ietverot izdevumus no 60 valstīm, jebkuru no sākuma ekrāna logrīkiem un personalizētām ziņu sadaļām, piemēram, Holivuda, NASA, Mode vai jebkuru citu tēmu, kas jūs interesē. • Pieskarieties jebkuram rakstam, lai skatītu plašākas iespējas par attiecīgo tēmu, piemēram, detalizētus rakstus, viedokļus un vietējās perspektīvas. 1 Bezmaksas NYTimes - Breaking News The New York Times Company 1 Bezmaksas Introducing The New York Times Android app. Experience The New York Times’s award-winning journalism. Get the latest news, elegantly presented with enhanced imagery, multimedia and streamlined navigation. Stay informed on world news, national news, business, the arts, technology, style, sports, food, travel, opinions and more. The New York Times app also includes our International Edition with breaking news, world news, current events and cultural content from our 50 newspaper bureaus around the globe. Named Editors’ Choice as one of the top apps on Google Play, The New York Times app connects you to your favorite newspaper anywhere you are, anytime you want to read it. We’re breaking news, world news and national news in your pocket. Download the NYTimes Android app for FREE today, and subscribe to receive your first 14 days at no cost. All users can access up to 10 free articles per month, from any section. App Features: • Watch exclusive videos and browse our award-winning photography • Breaking news alerts — be the first to know about current events as soon as they occur • Get the latest news in less time with automatic background refresh • Save NYT articles to revisit later on any device (web, phone, tablet) • Customize your news experience with home screen widgets • Share The Times’s articles, photos and videos through Facebook, Twitter, email and SMS • Sit back and have the latest NYT news read to you aloud with text to speech • Read more comfortably in low-light with “night mode" • Miss recent world news or national news? Quickly search by topic, name or interest • Join the conversations — view and write comments on articles, or use speech-to-text to “speak in” comments • Get a daily photo preview of the day’s top stories in the Android notification area • Have a Samsung Style Pen (S Pen)? Annotate articles and save your notes for future reference For unlimited access to our award-winning journalism, subscribe now and get your first 14 days free via Google Play.* Subscriptions are $14.99/month (Smartphone + Web), $19.99/month (Tablet + Web) and $34.99/month (All Digital Access includes tablet and smartphone apps). All subscriptions are auto-renewable. Feedback? Suggestions? Issues? Please contact our support team at android@nytimes.com. We’ll do our best to assist you. Your feedback is important to us. *Promotional offers for new subscribers only. Smartphone and tablet apps are not supported on all devices. Prices shown are in U.S. dollars, and local pricing is available in over 55 countries. Other restrictions apply. 1 Bezmaksas Fast News Pinenuts Android Developers 1 Bezmaksas Fast and lightweight mobile news feed reader for your country major newspapers! Supported countries are USA, UK, Ireland, India, Canada, Australia, Malaysia and many more. Choose, read and easily compare the most famous newspapers with your mobile free of charge and in the fastest way possible. All the headlines of major newspapers in the palm of your hand. If you want to stay up to date with what happens in your country and use as little time as possible, then this app is what you need! Fast News is a RSS Feed Reader but unlike other feature rich news readers, it will bring you directly to the news without wasting any time messing around with the user interface or news loading. It is the best app for the daily reader. This app is still in Beta state, please provide feedback! Fast News US version will show you the content of the public rss feeds from these major United States newspapers: * The New York Times * New York Daily News * USA Today * L.A. Times * Huffington Post * CNN * Washington Post * MSNBC * NPR * Reuters * NYPost * Newsday * Denver Post * Dallas Morning * ABC News * Fox News Latest * ESPN Sport News * The Daily Beast * Forbes * Salon * The Nation * Yahoo! News US * USA Reddit channel * Wall Street Journal For UK: * Daily Mail * Daily Mirror * Daily Star * BBC UK * Daily Telegraph * Reuters UK * Daily Express * Daily Record * The Guardian * The Independent * The Herald * The Conversation * Sky News * Huffington Post UK * UnitedKingdom Reddit * #UK #NEWS Twitter For India (various languages): * Dainik Jagran National * Dainik Bhaskar * Hindustan * Amar Ujala * Times Of India (TOI) * Jagran Post * Rajasthan Patrika * Mid-Day * Malayala Manorama * Prabhat Khabar * The Hindu * Deccan Chronicle * Hindustan Times * Mathrubhumi * Deccan Herald * NDTV News * Financial Chronicle * Lokmat * Dinakaran * RediffNews * Economic Times * Telegraph India * New Indian Express * Reddit India /r/india * #India #News Twitter For Ireland: * Irish Examiner * Irish Daily Star * Irish Independent * Irish Central * Herald * RTÉ * BreakingNews.ie For Canada (in English and French): * Toronto Star * The Globe and Mail * Le Journal de Montréal * La Presse * Montreal Gazette * The Vancouver Sun * The Toronto Sun * The Province * National Post * Calgary Herald * Winnipeg Free * Ottawa Citizen * Edmonton Journal * Chronicle Herald For Australia: * Australian Broadcasting Corporation (ABC) * Herald Sun * Courier-Mail * Sydney Morning Herald (SMH) * The West Australian * The Age * The Advertiser (Adelaide) * The Conversation * The Australian * Perth Now * SBS World News For Malaysia (In Malay, English and Chinese): * Borneo Post * The Sun Daily * Harian Metro * NewStraitsTimes * Free Malaysia Today * HarakahDaily * Oriental Daily * MalaysiaKini * Berita Harian * The Malaysian Insider If you want another newspaper to be included in the list, please send us an email. Features: * Very fast and lightweight newsreader * Immediate and simple to use * Optimized for low bandwidth usage and high download speed * Easy to compare an article between different newspapers * Choose only the newspapers you want and change their order * Front page of the most important newspapers in your country with all the currents news and stories about politics crimes gossip sport government taxes crisis economics finances * Many countries supported: United States of America, United Kingdom, Canada, Australia, Ireland, Malaysia, India, Germany, France, Italy, Netherlands, Spain, Mexico, Argentina, China, Taiwan, Belgium, Austria * Share the news with friends through mail, social networks, Facebook, Twitter, Whatsapp or any other app you have installed. * The best for the daily reader Disclaimer: This app is not affiliated nor related with any of the newspapers cited here. The content the app shows comes from publicly available RSS feeds from the newspapers which retains all copyrights and thus the app is not to be held responsible for any of the content displayed. 1 Bezmaksas Fox News FOX News Network, LLC 1 Bezmaksas Follow dynamic, real-time reporting from Fox News in the enhanced app for Android, rebuilt from the ground up. Get comprehensive coverage of the day’s hottest stories with Fox News alerts, Fair and Balanced headlines, live streaming video through Fox News Go, vibrant photo galleries, and the latest video clips from your favorite shows on demand! Video - With Fox News Go, 24/7 live Fox News Channel and Fox Business Network anytime, anywhere* - View streaming coverage of live events and exclusive programming available only online Multitasking - Browse the latest headlines while watching Fox News live coverage and clips on demand - Adjust the player size to you preference – go full screen by flipping your phone into landscape or shrink it down to audio only. Watch it your way Breaking News & Alerts - Subscribe to Fox News Alerts to follow breaking news as it happens - Keep an eye on the Breaking News Hub to stay up to date on a story as it unfolds Enhanced News Format - Articles now offer related content – view videos, slideshows, and lists for the news that matters to you Shows - View the latest videos from the #1 cable news shows and anchors on Fox News Channel - Connect with your favorite shows and news personalities on Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, and more directly from the app Please Note: - The Fox News 2.0 app is available for 4.0 and up - Saved articles and weather preferences will not transfer to version 2.0 - Users will need to re-enter credentials for their cable, satellite, and telco providers to watch Fox News Channel and Fox Business Network live - Fox News Radio has been removed from the app, download the Fox News Radio app on the Google Play to listen live * An authorized pay TV subscription is required in order to watch live FOX News Channel and FOX Business Network. 1 Bezmaksas NewsHunt : India News | eBooks Ver sé Innovation 1 Bezmaksas ★ Top 10 Consumer Mobile Apps in India - Nielsen Consumer Rankings ★ ★ Must Have App - Live Mint ★ ★ World Class app from Indian App Developer - Next Big What ★ ★ Winner GSMA Mobile Award for Best Mobile Publishing Product ★ ★ Winner mBillionth Award for News & Journalism ★ Join over 50 million people in India who love and use NewsHunt to read News, eBooks and Magazines in 12 languages. NewsHunt brings together largest collection of regional language news & ebooks from the world. NEWS FEATURES • Read News from National & Regional Newspapers, Websites & other News sources • Support for 11 Indian languages, even if your phone doesn't support the language & font. Latest news available in Hindi, Malayalam, Tamil, Telugu, Kannada, Bengali, Marathi, Gujarati, Punjabi, Oriya & Urdu • Get Local News from over 600 Indian districts & towns, plus Cricket scores, weather, horoscopes, stock updates & classifieds • Opt in to get Alerts & Notifications of Breaking News even when you’re not using the app • Set text size and background color to suit your preference • Home screen widget that shows latest news stories from recently read Newspapers. • Share News over SMS, Whatsapp, Email, Facebook or any other app you have installed • Features hundreds of fully licensed partners including The Indian Express, Rajasthan Patrika, Prabhat Khabar, Mathrubhumi, lokmat, Malayala Manorama, Dinakaran, Dinamalar, Eenadu, Sakshi, Ananda Bazaar Patrika, Deccan Herald, Sakaal, Divya Bhaskar, Jagbani, India Today, BBC (Hindi), Siasat & more BOOK STORE/READER FEATURES • Browse, download and read the largest collection of regional language eBooks. Read authors including Surendra Mohan Pathak, Chetan Bhagat, Rajesh Kumar, Sudha Murthy, Kannadhasan, and Deepak Chopra as well as international best selling authors. • Choose from thousands of free ebooks such as The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes to Alice in Wonderland • Easily shop for ebooks, including new releases in every category including New York Times® best sellers. • Read mobile optimized magazines & magazine singles(single articles) from leading magazines like Saras Salil, Caravan, Stardust, Champak, Savvy, Grihshobha & Manohar Kahaniyan. • Pay using your mobile phone in addition to your credit/debit cards - Buy eBook using your mobile operator. Available for Indian customers only. • Customize Your Reading—Choose your preferred font size, and background color to read your books. REACH US To report any issues with usage or just to share feedback and tell us how we can improve, write to support@newshunt.com Google+: https://plus.google.com/+newshunt Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/newshunt Twitter: https://twitter.com/newshuntapp 1 Bezmaksas News Republic – Smarter news News Republic 1 Bezmaksas The definitive news app with an elegant design, unrivaled news coverage and a simple, delightful interface optimized for all smartphones and tablets. - Visual: Get all the latest news from your favorite topics in a highly visual format. - Smart: News Republic learns what you like and personalizes your news experience automatically. - Complete: Enjoy complete articles with photos and videos from trusted sources - Personal: Choose only the topics that are of interest to you, and personalize your home screen. - In-depth: Explore related topics via Tag Nav™, our innovative news navigation system. - Customizable: Add custom RSS feed sources from your favorite websites Features hundreds of fully licensed partners including Reuters, Bloomberg, Huffington Post, TechCrunch and many more. Get complete coverage on: National News, Technology, Politics, Sports, Entertainment and many more topics. _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ “News Republic offers the cure for infobesity” CNET. “If you love news, News Republic is the right app for you!” – AppDictions. Best News App! – AppStorm. News Republic is available in 9 regional editions - USA, UK, Germany, Italy, France, Spain, China, LatAm and International _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ PERSONALIZE > EXPLORE > GET ALERTED > SHARE > REACT > RESEARCH Inform yourself - Get News Republic now! Twitter - @newsrepublic Facebook - facebook.com/pages/News.Republic Watch - vimeo.com/channels/newsrepublic 1 Bezmaksas The Times of India News Times Internet Limited 1 Bezmaksas What some of our users are saying: ★★★★★ TOI has Soared The new version is pretty clean and attractive. Very responsive and very few lags. New options are very much appreciated. In all a very good update. - Ady Sharma (Nexus 5) ★★★★★ Love the notification feature No need to open the app every important news comes as a notification. - neeraj jadwani (Moto E) ★★★★★ Live TV and Audio is too good! TOI app has been improving with every update. The most recent addition of Times Now TV and Audio is just fabulous. Absolutely best news app in India. - Ninad Oak (Galaxy S3) ★★★★★ TOI is the best English news app The UI is excellent and also news can be read even when not online and saves lot of data not reloading when not required. - Joydeep Kumbhakar (Galaxy S Duos2) The Times of India, India’s largest media house, brings you the best news experience on the go. Download the TOI app on your Android device and stay updated on news from across the world, anywhere, anytime. The TOI app offers everything that an avid news reader is looking for – breaking news, latest headlines, trending news stories and in-depth coverage of sports, entertainment, business and technology including the Mangalyaan mission and Asian Games 2014. From India news to world news, political news to cricket news, technology news to Bollywood news and movie reviews of Bollywood, Hollywood and regional films – get the most relevant coverage of celebrity news. Also available is the vivid photogallery of famous Bollywood celebrities, industrialist, politicians, sports person and events / parties that are the talk of town. Also catch the live coverage of all the breaking news on Times Now Live TV & Times Now Live Audio. 1 Bezmaksas NBC News NBC News Digital LLC 1 Bezmaksas NBC News delivers the stories you care about, right now. Get up-to-the-minute breaking news, exclusive interviews, and in-depth reporting from our journalists around the world. The completely redesigned NBC News app can be used on both your phone and tablet. Here are a few highlights: • Faster and more visual than ever before • Stories download automatically so you can keep reading when you’re offline • Even more videos, slideshows and articles now available • Unique split screen plays video while you read stories Our live, continuous coverage gives you all the news you want, and now it’s easier than ever to share the stories that matter most to you. 1 Bezmaksas Flipboard: Your News Magazine Flipboard 1 Bezmaksas Flipboard is your personal magazine. It is the most popular way to catch up on the news, read stories from around the world and browse the articles, videos and photos friends are sharing. To begin, pick a few interests and tap any of the tiles to begin flipping through your personal magazine. Add blogs and publications like The New York Times, PEOPLE magazine, Fast Company and many more by using the search bar or tapping the red ribbon to open the Content Guide. You can also connect your social networks like Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, Tumblr and Google+ to see what friends are posting and easily share articles with them. Save the things you find on Flipboard. Tap the “+” button to collect items into your own magazines on any topic, from Great Hikes to Gear & Gadgets. Go to the Content Guide and select “By Our Readers” to explore magazines others are making. Download Flipboard and get started today—it’s free! Highlights: ★ All your news, interests and social updates in one personalized magazine. ★ Save stories you love into your own magazine. Use the “+” button on any item, select ‘create a magazine’ and collect favorite stories, images or videos. ★ Search for anything—people, topics, hashtags, blogs, your favorite sites—and flip through the results in a beautiful magazine format. ★ Connect Flipboard to up to 12 social networks, streamlining your reading and activities like commenting, liking and sharing. Services include Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, Google+, YouTube, LinkedIn, SoundCloud and more. ★ Read Cover Stories for a quick check on what’s happening now. Cover Stories is created just for you and is filled with popular items from everything you’ve added to your Flipboard. ★ Enjoy Flipboard in 18 localized editions—for Australia, Brazil, Canada, China, France, Germany, Hong Kong, India, Italy, Japan, Korea, Latin America, Netherlands, Russia, Spain, Taiwan, U.S. and U.K. ★ Explore hundreds of staff picks in the Content Guide (tap the red ribbon at the top), including must-read magazines and blogs, gorgeous photography and special curated sections devoted to the news of the day and other interests. ★ Use the Flipboard widget for quick access on your Android device. ★ Add content to your Flipboard magazines through the bookmarklet at share.flipboard.com KEEP UP ON FLIPBOARD: For tips and other helpful information visit our website http://www.flipboard.com and follow us via @flipboard on Twitter, on Facebook at http://www.facebook.com/flipboard or Google+ at https://plus.google.com/+Flipboard. To learn more about how to use Flipboard, visit our Support Page: http://flipboard.com/support If you are having technical issues or have any questions, we're here to help. Please visit flip.it/support to contact us. 1 Bezmaksas Yahoo News Digest Yahoo 1 Bezmaksas Get in the know in no time. Yahoo News Digest provides a definitive summary of all the important, need-to-know news. Digests are delivered twice a day - once in the morning and once in the evening. All the top stories are summarized and presented with the key information that you need to stay on top of what’s happening. Each story is created from multiple sources to present the essential bits and pieces of information, known as “atoms”. Atoms are key quotes, images, videos, maps, infographs, and Wikipedia excerpts among others. These atomic units provide a unique context to the news. Our stories are both algorithmically and hand curated to ensure high quality, and come with a textual summary. Yahoo News Digest makes your reading experience comprehensive, effortless, and complete. Our goal is to inform you of all the key headlines you need to know and allow you to share the news with others. Yahoo News Digest is available in English today but look out for translated versions soon. We are committed to building the best mobile experience and are interested in your feedback. Let us know your thoughts here: https://yahoo.uservoice.com/forums/235999 1 Bezmaksas feedly Feedly Team 1 Bezmaksas Something magical happens when the right person gets connected to the right content. That knowledge or inspiration feeds you, transforms you into a better teacher, designer, entrepreneur... This inspired us to create feedly. We designed a modern reader that empowers professionals, students and enthusiasts to feed their passions; the work they really care about, whether that's in the office, at school, at home or anywhere else. Millions of people use feedly every day to curate the best of the web and tune into what matters to them. It starts with you organizing your favorite sources into reading collections. We all have different appetite when it comes to feeding our minds. Feedly empowers you to express what makes you unique. Feedly takes all the content from your favorite websites and transforms it into a simple and fast reading experience. A single place for everything you care about. Feedly is available on your phone, your tablet and on the web at feedly.com An important part of reading is picking the ideas you want to save for later, remix and share. Feedly offers seamless integration with Evernote, Twitter, Facebook, LinkedIn, Google+, Buffer, IFTTT, Pocket and Instapaper to help streamline your workflows. Feedly captures the full power of the web by letting you subscribe to any RSS feed, Youtube channel or blog. Feedly delivers in one place all the knowledge and inspiration you need to keep ahead. Happy reading! [we are hello@feedly.com if you need support or want to report a bug] 1 Bezmaksas BBC News Media Applications Technologies for the BBC 1 Bezmaksas Get the latest, breaking news from our trusted global network of journalists. See the top stories from the UK and around the world, and personalise your experience by choosing to see the latest news on topics such as technology, sport, entertainment, health and business. You can also watch the BBC News channel for up-to-the-minute live reports, and see video clips on most of the top stories. Key Features:  • All the latest news as it happens  • Opt in for breaking news push notifications  • In-story video over 3G and WiFi  • Download the latest stories when you have a signal and then read them offline at your leisure  • Share stories to a range of social networks, or email/SMS to a friend  • Personalise the home screen by adding, removing and re-ordering news categories to suit your preferences  • Live streaming of the BBC News channel for Android 4.0+ devices  • Home screen widgets  • Settings to allow the app to automatically update in the background  • Font controls to increase or decrease the story text size to suit you  • Ability to send stories, video, and photos directly to the BBC News team  • Full range of News categories: Top Stories, World, UK, Sport, Technology, Entertainment & Arts, England, Northern Ireland, Scotland, Wales, Business, Politics, Health, Education, Science & Environment, Features & analysis, Also In The News  • Ability to store the app on the SD card. Widgets will not be available if you choose to use this function. This is a feature of the Android system If you choose to receive push notifications, a unique identifier relating to your device will be stored by ProcessOne on behalf of the BBC to provide you with the service. No other personal data relating to you (such as a username or email address) is processed. The BBC will keep your information secure and not share it with anyone else in accordance with the BBC’s Privacy and Cookies Policy, available at http://www.bbc.co.uk/privacy/ You can choose to unsubscribe from push notifications in the app’s settings screen. Permissions:  • INTERNET: Used to get the latest news content from the BBC  • ACCESS_NETWORK_STATE: Used to determine whether you are on 3G or Wifi to deliver the best quality content  • WAKE_LOCK: Used if you enable background updates in settings  • GET_ACCOUNTS: Used to determine if your device is capable of receiving Push messages  • C2D_RECEIVE/C2D_MESSAGE: Used to receive Push messages if you opt in 1 Bezmaksas News360: Personalized News News360 1 Bezmaksas News360 learns what you like (and don’t like) and finds news articles and blog posts from across the Internet that are the most relevant to you, personally. ✔ The New York Times: "News360 has to be one of the better news-aggregating [apps] I’ve seen on any platform" News360 is an elegant and smart news reader that learns what kinds of stories you like and dislike as you read. You will never again miss something interesting because you haven’t subscribed to the right feed or followed the right person – instead, News360 will show you all the stories that really matter, and none of the noise. You can even connect your Facebook, Twitter and other accounts and News360 will use them to become even more personalized to your particular interests. The more you use it - the smarter it gets. To make sure that you don’t get a biased or inaccurate outlook, News360 provides coverage from all possible sources for every story, combining text, photography and video to give you a full, 360° view of the issues. ✔ "Apps We Like: News360" — The Wall Street Journal ✔ "News360 is the New Cadillac of Personalized News Readers" — PandoDaily Key highlights: ★ Quickly scan headlines, preview stories and dive deep into the content from over 50,000 sources. From top global and national news providers, to local and niche sites and blogs ★ Read your Home feed, where you’ll see top articles that focus on the topics you’re interested in – no jumping between sections or feeds ★ Use the News360 widget to keep up with great content on your home screen, and even on your lock screen with Android 4.2 ★ Help News360 learn by marking stories you like as you use it, and it will become better and better at giving you the stories you'll enjoy, but will always try to give you something new and unexpected as well ★ Customize the topics you’re interested in at any time! ★ Create a free News360 account to sync your settings and read saved articles offline on your phone, tablet and at news360.com ★ Read local news using your device’s GPS 1 Bezmaksas Vairāk no izstrādātāja GPS for the Soul HuffingtonPost.com 1 Bezmaksas GPS for the Soul is based on two truths: that we all have within us a centered place of harmony and balance, and that we all veer away from that place again and again. A guide is a collection of the things that help you course-correct -- from music and poetry to breathing exercises and pictures of your loved ones. GPS for the Soul lets you play one of the guides we have assembled for you, or create your own. The Internet and the rise of social media have given us amazing tools to connect, and to bring about change in the world. At the same time, our 24/7 connection to the digital world often disconnects us from the real world around us -- from our physical surroundings, from our loved ones, and especially from ourselves. We see the effects of this in every aspect of our lives. And the consequences can be really damaging, in terms of our health, our jobs, and our relationships. That's why HuffPost has created GPS for the Soul. We hope GPS for the Soul will be just the beginning of a journey to help you reconnect with your creativity, your intuition, your peace and your wisdom. 1 Bezmaksas Huffington. HuffingtonPost.com 1 Bezmaksas The Best of HuffPost. Weekly. Huffington weekly magazine represents the very best of The Huffington Post with exclusive content not on the site -- delivered to your phone/tablet each week in a lush, vivid, feature-driven magazine format. Incorporating infographics, photography, sophisticated narratives, commenting and other ways to engage with the Huffington community, the magazine embroiders your experience with humor, cutting-edge sensibility and, of course, attitude. If you enjoy The Huffington Post web site but don't have time during the week to absorb everything it offers -- especially engrossing feature work on politics, business, culture, entertainment and other topics -- then please download Huffington and spend your weekend getting caught up and getting ahead. KEY FEATURES • FREE weekly, curated and exclusive content from The Huffington Post • Share Huffington content via Twitter, Facebook and Email • Download Huffington Issues and read them offline • Navigate between Huffington articles via swipe or in the convenient Article Viewer • Find specific Huffington pages via the Issue Page Viewer • Browse Huffington Issues via the Bookshelf or Cover View 1 Bezmaksas Rādīt vairāk ©2014 Google Vietnes pakalpojumu sniegšanas noteikumi Ierīču pārdošanas noteikumi Konfidencialitātes politika Izstrādātāji Izpildītāji About Google)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/FassbenderMLA/status/379319277624762368,Peter Fassbender on Twitter: "Lots to do in beautiful #Langley today!  What will YOU do with YOUR #Sunday? BBQ on the By Pass   The Terry Fox... http://t.co/v4GXHrIHip" Twitter Search query Search Twitter Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Language: English Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Have an account? Sign in New to Twitter? Join Today » Sign In Phone, email or username Password Sign in Remember me Forgot password? Already using Twitter via text message? Follow Following Unfollow Blocked Unblock Pending Cancel Peter FassbenderVerified account ‏ @FassbenderMLA 15 Sep 2013 Lots to do in beautiful #Langley today! What will YOU do with YOUR #Sunday? BBQ on the By Pass The Terry Fox... http://fb.me/3f1Tf3Dg8  Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet 12:02 PM - 15 Sep 2013 Don’t miss any updates from Peter Fassbender © 2014 Twitter About Help Ads info Close Flag this media This has already been marked as containing sensitive content. Flag this as containing potentially illegal content. Submit Cancel Learn more about flagging media Dismiss Close Previous Next Close Go to a person's profile Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Close Retweet this to your followers? Cancel Retweet Close Are you sure you want to delete this Tweet? Cancel Delete Close Block Cancel Block Add a location to your Tweets When you tweet with a location, Twitter stores that location. You can switch location on/off before each Tweet and always have the option to delete your location history. Learn more Turn location on Not now Turn off location Close Profile summary Close Your lists Close Create a new list List name Description Under 100 characters, optional Privacy Public · Anyone can follow this list Private · Only you can access this list Save list Close Close Embed this Tweet Add this Tweet to your website by copying the code below. Learn more Hmm, there was a problem reaching the server. Try again? Include parent Tweet Include media Preview Close Sign up for Twitter Not on Twitter? Sign up, tune into the things you care about, and get updates as they happen. Have an account? Sign in » Close Two-way (sending and receiving) short codes: Country Code For customers of United States 40404 (any) Canada 21212 (any) United Kingdom 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM Haiti 40404 Digicel, Voila Ireland 51210 Vodafone, O2 India 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Indonesia 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » See SMS short codes for other countries Close Confirmation)
(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/keithbaldrey/status/518614519921516544,Keith Baldrey on Twitter: "Hey @acoyne great column! #cdnpoli #bcpoli" টুইটার অনুসন্ধান অনুসন্ধান টুইটার খুঁজুন সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ ভাষা : বাংলা. हिन्दी Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন টুইটার-এ নতুন ? আজই যোগদান করুন » সাইন ইন করুন ফোন, ইমেল বা ব্যবহারকারীর নাম পাসওয়ার্ড সাইন ইন আমাকে মনে রাখুন পাসওয়ার্ড ভুলে গেছেন? ইতিমধ্যে আপনি কি টেক্সট বার্তার মাধ্যমে টুইটার ব্যবহার করছেন? অনুসরণ অনুসরণ করা কর্মসমূহ:অনুসরণ না করা অবরুদ্ধ অবরোধ মুক্ত মুলতুবি বাতিল Keith Baldreyযাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট ‏ @keithbaldrey ৫ অক্টোবর Hey @acoyne great column! #cdnpoli #bcpoli প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট প্রিয় ২ ৯:১১ অপরাহ্ণ - ৪ অক্টোবর, ২০১৪ Andrew Coyne ‏ @acoyne ৫ অক্টোবর @keithbaldrey Thanks, Keith, appreciate it. সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Ten Zowie ‏ @TenZowie ৫ অক্টোবর @acoyne @keithbaldrey Then there's this http://m.theglobeandmail.com/globe-debate/editorials/isis-has-threatened-canada-but-thats-not-the-best-argument-for-intervention/article20921845/?service=mobile … সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Keith Baldrey থেকে কোন আপডেট মিস্ করবেন না © 2014 টুইটার সম্বন্ধে সহায়তা বিজ্ঞপ্তি তথ্য বন্ধ মিডিয়াটিকে চিহ্নিত করুন এটি ইতিমধ্যে সংবেদনশীল কন্টেন্ট ধারণকারী হিসাবে চিহ্নিত হয়েছে। পতাকা তুলুন এটি সম্ভাব্যরূপে অবৈধ বিষয়বস্তুর ধারণকারী হিসেবে। সমর্পণ করা বাতিল মিডিয়াকে চিহ্নিত করা সম্পর্কে আরো জানুন খারিজ বন্ধ পূর্ববর্তী পরবর্তী বন্ধ একজন ব্যক্তির প্রোফাইলে যান সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ বন্ধ আপনার অনুসরণকারীদের এই পুনঃটুইটটি পাঠাবেন? বাতিল পুনঃটুইট বন্ধ আপনি কি নিশ্চিত যে এই টুইট মুছে দিতে চান? বাতিল মুছে ফেলুন বন্ধ রোধ করন বাতিল রোধ করন আপনার টুইটসমুহে একটি অবস্থান যুক্ত করুন যখন একটি অবস্থানের সঙ্গে আপনার টুইট করেন, টুইটার সেই অবস্থান সংরক্ষণ করে। প্রত্যেক টুইটের আগে আপনি আপনার অবস্থান চালু / বন্ধ করতে পারেন, এবং যে কোনও সময় আপনি আপনার অবস্থানের ইতিহাস মুছে ফেলতে পারেন। আরো জানুন অবস্থান চালু করুন এখন নয় স্থান বন্ধ করুন বন্ধ প্রোফাইল সারসংক্ষেপ বন্ধ আপনার তালিকাসমূহ বন্ধ একটি নতুন তালিকা তৈরি করুন নাম তালিকা বিবরণ 100 অক্ষরের কম, ঐচ্ছিক তালিকাসমূহ:গোপনীয়তা সাধারণ · যে কেউ এই তালিকা অনুসরণ করতে পারেন ব্যক্তিগত · শুধুমাত্র আপনিই এই তালিকায় প্রবেশ করতে পারবেন তালিকা সংরক্ষণ করুন বন্ধ বন্ধ এই টুইট স্থাপিত কর আপনার নীচের ওয়েবসাইটে কোডটি অনুলিপি দ্বারা এই টুইট যোগ করুন * আরও জানুন হুম, সার্ভারে পৌঁছনোর একটি সমস্যা ছিল। পরে আবার চেষ্টা করবেন? প্রকৃত টুইট অন্তর্ভুক্ত করুন অন্তর্ভুক্ত মিডিয়া প্রাকদর্শন বন্ধ টুইটারে নিবন্ধন করুন টুইটারে নেই? নিবন্ধন করুন, আপনির পছন্দের বিষয়গুলির সাথে যুক্ত হন, এবং তাদের বিষয়ে হালনাগাদ পান। একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন » বন্ধ দুটি উপায় (প্রেরণ এবং গ্রহণ) শর্ট কোড: দেশ কোড গ্রাহকদের জন্য মার্কিন যুক্তরাষ্ট্র 40404 (যে কোন) কানাডা 21212 (যে কোন) যুক্তরাজ্য 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM হাইতি 40404 Digicel, Voila আয়ারল্যান্ড 51210 Vodafone, O2 ভারত 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance ইন্দোনেশিয়া 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » অন্য দেশসমুহের এসএসএস সংক্ষিপ্ত কোড দেখুন বন্ধ নিশ্চিতকরণ)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=14120,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > March 1997 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 9, Number 5, March 1997 Corporate sponsorship by Chris Bocking In these days of shrinking education budgets, it is tempting for teachers to accept "free" curricular materials from any source whatsoever. Beware. "You don't get something for nothing." Materials sponsored by corporations are generally glossy, attractive, and convenient. Students may be absorbing corporate values and consumer values developed by marketers along with the lesson objectives. A decline in brand loyalty among adults has corporations targeting children aged two to 12 as consumers-in-training, educator Heather-jane Robertson told delegates to a recent national conference on child welfare. She warned of the dangers in allowing businesses to sponsor school activities, in some cases to the extent of setting curriculum. For example, said Robertson, in British Columbia the Royal Bank has set up a "life skills" course that teaches students about registered retirement savings plans, among other topics. "The question of what is worth knowing (curriculum) is something to be debated throughout society, not to be set by a bank," said Robertson. "It is a public concern." We are the primary filters for our students, at least for the six hours they are with us each school day. A glance south of the border demonstrates what can happen when educators go further down the corporate path. School buses display large 7-UP signs. Algebra books support bright Nike covers. Rhoda Karpatkin and Anita Holmes, of Consumers Union, claim that "more and more of education is becoming ad-financed, with equipment and even hard cash being "given" to [American] schools, courtesy of advertisers with something to sell the students or their families." Companies are eager to take advantage of the "captive television audience" feature of Whittle Communications' newscast. Channel One is a 12-minute, closed circuit newscast with two minutes of commercials. "Research now indicates that the broadcast contributes little to students' understanding of current events. However, it has made a lot of money for Whittle Communications," said Alex Molnar, a professor at the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee. Channel One commercials have a profound effect on children, according to a University of Missouri- Columbia professor. "Repetition, testimonials, bandwagon appeals, and highly synthesized music and imagery are classic propaganda techniques," said Roy Fox. Commercials on Channel One cost twice as much as those on prime-time network news, claimed Fox. The hundreds of commercials aired bring in more than $100 million each year. Canadian teachers and parents have resisted pressure to include commercials in classroom viewing. A proposal for a newscast by the Youth News Network, which would include two-and-a-half minutes of advertising in its 15-minute program, was turned down by Alberta and Ontario. Custodial workers in Edmonton schools endorsed a boycott of Nike products by sending letters of complaint to the local school board, politicians, and the Edmonton Oilers hockey club. Nike is the corporate sponsor of the joint school board/recreation department/Edmonton Oiler street-hockey program. "Nike is being hypocritical in its support of children's programs in Edmonton public schools while exploiting child labour in its shoe factories in Asia," said Doug Luellman, head of the custodians' local union. Teachers need to be aware of the potential impact business can have in their classrooms. Preparing the students in our care for a future of satisfying corporate appetites for profit is not in our job description. Chris Bocking teaches at Deep Cove Elementary School, Saanichton, and is a member of the Teacher Newsmagazine Advisory Board. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7742,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 4, January/February 2005 Is it a library or a bookstore? by Chris Bocking My elementary school library has been closed for almost a week. Why? Well, a huge transnational corporation based in the United States has been using it as a profit centre. Yes, Scholastic Corporation has set up its books, pencils, stickers, and posters in attractive displays, and the students have been encouraged to bring money to school to support this "book" event. Teachers who see Scholastic as a benign presence like being able to purchase books and stickers for their students. They argue that book sales raise money for the library. I suggest that these reasons are insufficient and that teachers should not support commercialism in the public school system. Richard Robinson, who is not only chair, but also president and CEO of Scholastic Corporation, says on his company’s web site that his company is "dedicated to helping children around the world to read and learn." How noble. That mammoth company had revenues of $2.23 billion in 2004. Elsewhere on the web site, we learn that the good people at Scholastic are "helping children learn, grow and be happy." Staggering profits could not be achieved without willing support and tireless efforts of the teachers who volunteer tens of thousands of hours promoting Scholastic’s products to their students, collecting the forms, filling out papers, supervising book sales, and so on. Scholastic is excited about the Internet’s possibilities for bringing future growth. In May of 2004 alone, Scholastic’s teacher web site had 1.26 million unique visitors. I have heard from teachers about the ease of ordering products online or using Scholastic’s phone service. Does anybody still want to consider the library the heart of a school? Closing it down and turning it into a private, for-profit book and junk-item store to raise money is wrong. That should not happen. And teachers’ time could be spent in better ways than padding the profits of the largest book company on the planet. For information on the upcoming Public Education Not For Sale II conference, February 18–19, 2005, go tobctf.ca/notforsale/PrivatizationConference. Chris Bocking teaches at Keating Elementary School, Saanich. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet ""Everyone laughed when I said I wanted to open a button store" http://t.co/4AVIQWDBfB #smallbiz #entrepreneur" @naomiyamamoto - 06:39pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=10176&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 6, May/June 2003 How to reduce the harmful effects of large-scale tests A recent analysis of published research by the United Kingdom Assessment Reform Group found strong evidence of a negative effect of testing on students’ motivation to learn. Two studies showed that, after the introduction of national tests in England, low-achieving students had lower self-esteem than higher-achieving students. Before the tests were introduced there was no correlation between self-esteem and achievement. To enhance motivation for learning and to avoid the negative impact of tests on motivation for learning, teachers should: Do MORE of this: Develop pupils’ understanding of the goals of their work in terms of what they are learning; provide feedback to pupils in relation to those goals. Discuss with pupils the purpose of their learning, and provide feedback that will help the learning process. Encourage collaboration among pupils and a positive view of one anothers’ attainments. Encourage pupils to judge their work by how much they have learned and by the progress they have made. Encourage pupils to value effort and a wide range of attainments. Give feedback that enables pupils to know the next steps and how to succeed in taking them. Help pupils to understand the criteria by which their learning is assessed and to assess their own work. Help pupils to understand where they are in relation to learning goals and how to make further progress. Provide choice, and help pupils to take responsibility for their learning. Do LESS of this: Allow pupils to judge their work in terms of scores and grades. Allow test anxiety to impair some pupils’ performance (particularly girls and lower performing pupils) Compare pupils’ grades and allow pupils to compare grades, giving status on the basis of test achievement only. Define the curriculum in terms of what is in the tests to the detriment of what is not tested. Emphasize competition for marks or grades among pupils. Give feedback relating to pupils’ capabilities, implying a fixed view of each pupil’s potential. Give frequent drill and practice for test taking. Teach how to answer specific test questions. Use tests and assessment to tell students where they are in relation to others. arg.educ.cam.ac.uk)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7704,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 3, November/December 2004 December 6: Don’t just remember, organize! by Jane Turner A friend sent me a copy of an article by Lee Lakeman, of Vancouver Rape Relief. Lakeman wrote the article a number of years ago, but it resonates today. The article is entitled "Women, Violence, and the Montreal Massacre." December 6, 1989. Hard to believe it is 15 years ago that Marc Lepine entered l’Ecole Polytechnique and murdered 14 women: Geneviève Bergeron, Annie Burcotte, Hélène Colgan, Nathalie Croteau, Barbara Daigneault, Anne-Marie Edward, Maud Haviernick, Barbara Maria Klueznik, Maryse Laganière, Maryse Leclerc, Anne-Marie Lemay, Sonia Pelletier, Michèle Richard, and Annie St.-Arneault, It was not, as so many wrote, an "incomprehensible act of violence." For women all over the world, it was indeed comprehensible. The murderer hated women, feminists in particular, and he acted on that hatred. Just like the person who killed so many women whose DNA has been found on a farm in Port Coquitlam. Just like Jack the Ripper. There are too many other ‘just likes’ for us to believe it was a random act of violence. Lakeman’s article provides the analysis that violence against women in our society is systemic and as such must be opposed through the organization of women—in women’s groups, rape crisis centres and shelters, and other feminist political groupings. What does this have to do with us, teachers and students in the schools of British Columbia? For almost 25 years, the BCTF had a Status of Women Program. The aim of the program was to achieve equality for men and women. As a member of the S/W committee and a local contact, I was part of a network of women throughout the province who worked for almost three decades to eliminate sex discrimination from our work and personal lives. We failed. Sex discrimination still exists. There is much work that remains for us to do in our communities and through our BCTF Social Justice programs. Women are still murdered for being women. Women are still abused, battered, and raped because they are women. Recently The Vancouver Sun ran an article about women still getting fired for being pregnant. As well, it ran a story about girls and women being taught to accept their lot in life as good wives and mothers, then to be trafficked as ‘wives’ for fundamentalist Mormons. Women are still being targeted in the workplace for layoffs and reduced pay; just ask the members of HEU, predominantly women. Governments are still cutting back programs that protect and support women and children. Then there are the women of popular culture. If I hear one more young person tell me it doesn’t mean anything when rap songs or hip hop videos refer to women as bitches and whores (oops sorry, that’s hos) I may completely lose it. As Sue Montebello, an administrator from Burnaby, said at last year’s professional-day conference, "Words enter your soul." The images and words of popular culture have entered our souls, collectively and individually, and our souls are suffering. On December 6, please remember the women who were killed in Montreal, but do more than remember. Use the anniversary of the death of those 14 women to spur on work that helps us eliminate the same roots of misogyny that caused the Montreal massacre. In your local association, in your classroom, December 6 should be a day of action; a day to begin or continue organizing to eliminate sex discrimination. Jane Turner is an assistant director in the BCTF’s Professional and Social Issues Division. NFB Film A new film called After the Montreal Massacre is available for $49.95. For audiences 15 years and older, order from www.nfb.ca. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/issues/resources.aspx?id=10840&printPage=true,Teaching to Diversity resource inventory:Resources – Strategies  	Untitled Page  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Issues in Education > Inclusive Education > Teaching to Diversity Resources – Strategies Categories: Assistive technology Classroom management ESL Functional lifeskills General Gifted Inclusion / mainstreaming Learning disabilities Learning styles Literacy / reading strategies    Math strategies Peer tutoring Physical education Science strategies Sensory strategies Social skills Spelling Visual strategies Writing strategies Other disabilities  Assistive technology Assistive Technology for Kids With Learning Disabilities - An Overview If your child has a learning disability, she may benefit from assistive technology tools that play to her strengths and work around her challenges. By Kristin Stanberry and Marshall Raskind. Assistive Technology Guide Provides an overview of current technologies to help parents decide on available tools for their child. Augmentative Communication Community Partnerships - Canada (ACCPC) A community-based organization which provides education, research and resources for people who have severe speech impairments and who use other ways to communicate such as picture displays, alphabet boards and voice-output devices. They also provide resources to these individuals, their families, service providers and community agencies. Making the Most of Standard Technology to Enhance Learning You probably know about assistive technology (AT) tools that can help students with learning disabilities (LD) with reading, writing, math, listening, and organization. However, you may not be aware of the extent to which the computer hardware and software you already own may include several features and functions that can improve your child's academic performance. Pennsylvania Training and Technical Assistance Network (PaTTAN) An initiative of the Pennsylvania Department of Education, Bureau of Special Education. Research Trends: Reading Machines for Kids with LD by Marshall Raskind How can "reading machines" help kids with LD., a review of recent research. Teachers: Use today's tools of technology More and more students are using everyday technology such as iPods, cellular phones, Personal Digital Assistants (PDA's), and other new technology. Don't pay for expensive technology that is "special" for people with disabilities. Ordinary electronic equipment works better and doesn't make the students seem different. Did you know that PDA's can set a reminder for your student who has trouble remembering? Or store lesson notes and assignments? Or that mobile music players such as iPods have built in compatibility with audiobooks, study guides, and GPS maps? Visit the LD Online Technology Questions and Answers section. What We Are Learning About Early Learners and Augmentative Communication and Assistive Technology by Linda Burkhart Who is Aug Com and Assistive Technology for? Classroom management Helping Children with Executive Functioning Problems to Manage Physical Impulsiveness Want your students to stop grabbing things, pushing, and shoving? Teaching techniques you can implement right now. Managing Today's Classroom Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development This package of 3 videocassettes, one each for elementary schools, secondary schools, parents, and the Facilitator's Guide, offers a constructivist and participative approach to classroom management. It explains how this approach helps students learn socially responsible ways to create a more effective learning environment. The Parent's Guide explains this approach to parents to encourage support for this philosophy at home. For teachers, the Facilitator's Guide offers "detailed guidelines for workshops and activities to promote group discussion and discovery." Available for loan to BCTF members from the BCTF Video Library. For more information, see the BCTF Videotape Database. TeAchnology A web portal for educators - Strategies on classroom management and links to other sites on this topic. Time Timers These are a great way for students to be able to see the passage of time and can help with individual independence. It also works as a wonderful visual for children and adults with sensory deficits, or those working in a sound-sensitive environment. Available in 3 sizes. You can order from Odin Books in Vancouver. When the Chips are Down Do you ever have days when the kids seem totally out of control? Do you find yourself falling into the same pointless arguments with your students or your children? Richard Lavoie, nationally known expert on learning disabilities, offers practical advice on dealing with behavioral problems quickly and effectively.  This resource is for sale.   ESL B.C. Ministry Education ESL - Policy, Guidelines and Resources for Teachers Classroom Planning with ESL in Mind   Instructional Tips and Strategies    ESL Students with Special Needs  ESL Students with Other Requirements    English as a Second Language PSA of BC The ESL/D PSA is an organization of professionals striving to:     * Improve the quality of ESL/D education in British Columbia     * Promote a greater awareness of ESL/D and the needs of ESL students and educators     * Stimulate improvement and quality ESL/D education throughout the province The ESL Kids In My Class  This excellent 27-page document from Delta School District describes the characteristics of ESL learners at the different stages of language acquisition, and provides strategies to support them and address their needs. ESL Kids Stuff A collection of ESL articles from various web sites to help teachers develop effective language strategies. ESL Magazine Excellent online magazine highlighting strategies, issues, and challenges facing ESL educators and students. Principles of Language Learning and Teaching to guide ESL work  A matrix for reflection and discussion from Silvia Helmer South Fraser multicultural website This project was a collaboration between Surrey School District #36, the Surrey, Delta, Langley Intercultural Council (and school districts) and Canadian Heritage. It is an effort to co-ordinate and provide information about the many services available for immigrant families and their support personnel. There are a multitude of agencies in the community helping immigrants and refugees and yet we may not know who they all are and what services they provide. Supporting English Language Learners in Kindergarten: A Practical Guide This 75-page Ontario Ministry document is a resource and tool for teachers, administrators, and other school staff as they support ELLs in achieving the overall expectations of the Kindergarten program. It will help them provide a quality beginning school experience for ELLs. While intended for the Kindergarten level, the strategies are adaptable to many elementary levels. Teaching Tips for ESL   Functional Lifeskills  ADD Adaptive Games  PRP for Autism and Related Disorders Functional Curriculum Assists classroom teachers at the elementary and secondary level in providing a functional curriculum for students with autism and pervasive developmental disorders. Set of 6 books covers functional academics, self help and lifeskills, community training, modifications for lower functioning students, vocational and work experience and data recording. General 40 Developmental Assets From the Search Institute Explains the 40 Developmental building blocks of healthy growth through the first two decades of life. Advantages and Barriers to Inclusion  CEC Today Newsletter  Design Share 12 design principles based on brain-based learning research by Jeffery A. Lackney, Ph.D. Funderstanding: Brain-based Learning The core principles of brain-based learning. People often say that everyone can learn. Yet the reality is that everyone does learn. Every person is born with a brain that functions as an immensely powerful processor. Great Places to Learn; How Asset-Building Schools Help Students Succeed From the Search Institute Beleaguered, unsupported, misunderstood—does this describe today's middle and high school students? Or their teachers and school administrators? Sadly, all three groups can relate too often to these feelings in their school environment. But many schools across North America have discovered how to restore their school communities using the developmental assets framework. Rooted in many years of research about the effectiveness of assets, this foundational book shines as a powerful, positive guide to infusing assets into any school community. Memory Strategies for Students: The Value of Strategies Help your students learn to remember the facts they need to know, even if their disability affects their working memory. This article outlines key strategies and offers information on how to teach your students to use them independently as they study. Memory Tips for Students - There is a lot to remember in school. These tips will help students to keep the facts firmly in mind. The Kids In My Class This excellent 46-page document from Delta School District describes the characteristics of learners with academic and behavioural challenges and provides strategies to support them and address their needs. Learners described include those with: anxiety concerns, attentional difficulties, autism spectrum disorder, gifted, LD, reading difficulties, slow learners or mild intellectually impaired, and written output difficulties. Making the Most of Standard Technology to Enhance Learning You probably know about assistive technology (AT) tools that can help students with learning disabilities (LD) with reading, writing, math, listening, and organization. However, you may not be aware of the extent to which the computer hardware and software you already own may include several features and functions that can improve your child's academic performance. The Master Filing System for Paper Organizational Skills/System for Students Recommendations for Grey Area/At Risk Students Prepared by Lavana Heel Gifted ERIC Digests These are short reports (1500-2000 words) that provide a basic overview, plus pertinent references; available from their web site: ERIC directory - www.ericdigests.org/eric-digests.html. E612: Creative Strategies for Teaching Language Arts to Gifted Students (K-8) (2001)  E502: Developing Programs for Students of High Ability (1991)  E536: Differentiating Instruction for Advanced Learners in the Mixed-Ability Middle School Classroom (1995)  E631: Integrating Arts into the Curriculum for Gifted Students (2002)  E480: Meeting the Needs of Gifted and Talented Minority Language Students (1990)  Meeting the Needs of Able Learners through Flexible Pacing  E595: Teaching Young Gifted Children in the Regular Classroom (2000)  E594: Teaching Mathematics to Gifted Students in a Mixed-Ability Classroom (2000)    Inclusion / mainstreaming BCACL Publication ‘Everyone Belongs in Our Schools: Making the case for inclusive education in British Columbia’ This booklet makes the case for inclusive education by shattering myths, presenting research findings on the positive impact of inclusive education, and telling the stories of five young people who, with the support of their teachers and families, are a testament to the value of inclusion. Disabled Peoples' International A network of national organizations or assemblies of disabled people, established to promote human rights of disabled people through full participation, equalization of opportunity and development. Inclusive Education website A meeting place for school representatives, families and community members who are committed to promoting inclusive education. Inclusion Press - Inclusion, Community, Diversity Provides resource materials for training events, public schools, high schools, community colleges, universities, human service agencies, health organizations, government agencies, families, First Nations organizations - nationally and internationally. Learning in Safe Schools: Creating Classrooms Where All Students Belong by Faye Brownlie and Judith King It is essential in today`s classrooms to create a safe learning environment that meets the needs of all students. Practical and timely, this comprehensive book focuses on three ways that teachers can make schools safer, more inclusive places. Teachers will learn how to: develop a constructive code of conduct and behaviour, create curriculum that encourages safer schools by addressing the needs and challenges of all students and implement cooperative learning strategies that foster student interaction in positive ways. The book is full of simple suggestions for meeting the diverse needs of individual students. Hands-on activities and blackline masters complement this essential resource you won`t want to miss. ISBN: 1-55138-120-6, $18.95 (Cdn), order from Pembroke Publishers  List of Inclusive Children’s Literature prepared by Tracy Beck Books with interesting and engaging plot lines and illustrations, which happen to include a character that has a disability. Priory Woods An all age community special school situated in east Middlesbrough. The school provides a quality, inclusive education for pupils with severe learning difficulties and those with profound and multiple needs. Includes free educational resources for download. Special Education Association (PSA) of BC The goal of SEA is to promote awareness, acceptance, and personal excellence for students with special needs through communications with members in the educational field and in the community. Access information, including:  Crosscurrents Conference, SEA Information & Resource Papers, SEA Magazine. Supporting Teachers: A Foundation for Advancing Inclusive Education – Discussion Document by the Roeher Institute This discussion document sets out an approach to thinking about and furthering inclusive schools and classrooms for all learners. The Roeher Institute’s aim is to foster shared policy dialogue and a set of understandings and expectations that a range of stakeholders would mutually hold on this issue They are focussed on finding ways to support regular teachers so they can experience success with all learners in regular schools and classrooms. The following videos are available for loan to BCTF members from the BCTF Video Library. For more information, see the BCTF Videotape Database. For A Better World Northwest Territories, Education, Culture and Employment In this presentation, "students, parents, teachers and support staff present some of the values, beliefs, attitudes, educational practices and support necessary in creating inclusive schools." It is designed to "serve as a focus of discussion for parents and the public, and for staff orientation and development." Educating Peter Visual Education Centre Limited/Criterion Pictures [distr.] "Educating Peter" is the Academy Award-winning story of one child with Down syndrome and his classmates as they test the limits of a classroom in which all students learn together. The documentary chronicles the school year of Mrs. Stallings' third grade class in Blacksburg, Va....from their first harrowing week, through tribulations and discovery...Mrs. Stallings, Peter and her other students find the rewards and triumphs of educating Peter." Hello, My Friends B.C.A.C.L. "A film on integration into the primary 1,2,3 grade school system. Four children with handicaps and their friends, in classroom setting[s] progressing in successful integration strategies in the new Upgraded Primary Program in British Columbia." Kids Make The Difference Central Okanagan School District Featuring Emily, a special needs student, this production illustrates how an IEP team included Emily's peer group in developing and implementing a successful IEP.   Learning disabilities Assistive Technology for Kids With Learning Disabilities - An Overview If your child has a learning disability, she may benefit from assistive technology tools that play to her strengths and work around her challenges. Dissecting Dyslexia: Genetic causes and educational solutions Recent studies suggest that the reading difficulties that people with dyslexia experience are caused by "faulty wiring" in certain areas of the brain, due, at least in part, to genetics. Early screening for such variations would make it possible to provide timely and appropriate intensive intervention. This intervention can aid children to overcome their disability and to learn to read at an acceptable level. Dyslexia and High School Melinda Pongrey sits in the back of a high school class. She describes the barriers the student faces, then provides alternatives that will accommodate the student's learning.  Some of these alternate approaches use cell phone and ipod technology ERIC Digests These are short reports (1500-2000 words) that provide a basic overview, plus pertinent references; available from their web site: ERIC directory - www.ericdigests.org/eric-digests.html. E539: Academic Interventions for Children with Dyslexia Who Have Phonological Core Deficits (1995)  E540: Beginning Reading and Phonological Awareness for Students with Learning Disabilities (1995)    Executive Function Fact Sheet People with executive function problems have difficulty with planning, organizing, and managing time and space. Helping Students Understand and Accept Their Learning Disabilities: The Demystification Conference A meeting in which the learning disability is discussed can be helpful. One school has decades of experience with such conferences. The school provides an annual "Demystification Conference" to offer students facts about their learning disabilities, demystify the medical terms which they might have heard, and enable them to understand the challenges it can cause and the strengths it can bring. Homework Help and Organization Skills Several articles from Great Schools to assist with homework, writing assignments, time management, and more. Learning Assistance Teachers' Association (PSA) of BC: Publications, Resources and links, conferences and events, advocacy, news and issues The Master Filing System for Paper Organizational Skills/System for Students Reaching All of Your Students in Social Studies by Todd Twyman and Gerald Tindal This article presents an integrated curriculum/instruction/assessment approach to teaching history that increases content comprehension and problem-solving skills of students with learning disabilities in inclusive classrooms. TECPlus Volume 1 Issue 5 May 2005. Reading and the Brain LD OnLine offers these videos to show you how the brain works when a person is reading. Sit with scientists and watch as they study children - and start to unlock the mysteries of how the brain processes sounds and letters. Special Education Association (PSA) of BC The goal of SEA is to promote awareness, acceptance, and personal excellence for students with special needs through communications with members in the educational field and in the community. Access information, including:  Crosscurrents Conference, SEA Information & Resource Papers, SEA Magazine. Teaching Students with Reading Difficulties and Disabilities: A Guide for Educators A Canadian resource from Saskatchewan Learning. Proficient reading and writing skills are critical to success. This 240 page document contains comprehensive information and strategies for success. Visual Processing Disorders: In Detail An explanation of each of the types of visual processing, as well as difficulties observed and helpful strategies. What is Executive Functioning? Some children just can't seem to "get it together." They have trouble gathering materials to start an assignment, finding their clothes to get dressed in the morning, and deciding which task to do first. A list of executive functions includes: Inhibition, Shift, Emotional Control, Initiation, Working memory, Planning/Organization and Self-Monitoring. Writing Strategies to Help Students: Guides for Teachers, Tutors, and Parents Find out the reasons for students' trouble and learn some tried-and-true techniques that really work to improve writing. This article examines some of the issues that frustrate students with writing difficulties, and offers many practical strategies. These issues include: working memory, story size, sloppiness and understanding. Learning styles Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development (ASCD) definition, list of resources Differentiated Instruction How do I effectively and efficiently reach all students in a heterogeneous environment? Differentiated Instruction Table of contents from the 'Theory into Practice' journal Summer 2005, Volume 44, Number 3. The list is in reverse-chronological order, with the most recent edition at the top. Please scroll down to the Summer 2005 issue near the bottom of the page. The print journal is available from Routledge, Taylor and Francis Group   Enhance Learning with Technology - Differentiated Instruction 4 ways to differentiate instruction, strategies and links. Florida State University - Differentiated Instruction Sample lessons, and more. National Staff Development Council - Journal Theme: Differentiation; Traveling the road to differentiation in staff development: Teacher leaders can help educators hurdle four key barriers to implementation. by Carol Ann Tomlinson. Journal of Staff Development (JSD), Fall 2005, Vol. 26, No. 4 Student Diversity - Addressing the Needs of All Learners in Inclusive Classroom Communities by Faye Brownlie and Catherine Feniak. ISBN 1-55138-101-X Teaching Every Student (TES) This section of the CAST Web site supports educators in learning about and practicing Universal Design for Learning (UDL). Teaching Every Student in the Digital Age: Universal Design for Learning David H. Rose & Anne Meyer ASCD, 2002 What Every Educator Should Know about Separating Difference from Disability: Assessing Diverse Learnersby Dr. Catherine Collier. Cross Cultural Developmental Educational Services. Your Magical Brain - How It Learns Best by Gary Anaka Applicable for new and veteran teachers of all levels as well as for parents. An easy to use and inexpensive guidebook on brain-based learning principles. Topics include 5 teaching approaches that really work best, 10 genuine ways the brain learns best, three things the brain needs most more successful brain boosters and brain killers. Portal Press. ISBN 0-921138-01-6. To purchase, e-mail: hgreaves@axion.net. Literacy / reading strategies 25 Fun Ways to Encourage Reading This easy-to-read booklet includes helpful tips from real moms, and is written for parents of elementary school-aged children Academy of Reading educational software The AutoSkill Academy of READING extends the effectiveness of a reading specialist to every struggling student. Especially effective with middle and high school aged students. A Guide for Developing IEPs for Reading by Dawn Reithaug (2005) Includes lists of phrases for developing goals and objectives, over 300 objectives, lists of practices and adaptations to attach to the IEP, ways to measure progress. $34.95. To order, contact Stirling Head Enterprises dreithaug@shaw.ca. Classroom Connections Works with major education organizations in Canada such as the Canadian Education Association and the Canadian Home and School Federation as well as with a network of teachers from across the country. Their resources are provided to schools and community organizations at no cost and registration is free. They develop teacher's guides, teacher's reference materails, student handbooks and student activities, parent programs, parent reference materials and more. Materials of interest: Reading Buddies, Literacy Connections and Celebrating Diversity. A Communication Framework for Family Literacy: Bridging differences, planning and building skill sets by Jean Fowler and Sydney Hook A joint project of the BCTF, Vancouver School Board and Literacy BC. Developing Reading Rate Compiled by M. Giesbrecht, LATA editor The Vital Link, Volume 8, Number 1, Fall 2002, Pages 59-60 Does parental reading promote literacy skills of children with autism? Spotlights on 4 relevant articles. Canadian Centre for Knowledge Mobilization Ellen's Story National Film Board of Canada [distributor] This production documents how generational illiteracy can imprison an individual and his/her family in poverty because modern society "demands higher literacy skills every year." Using Ellen Szita's personal story, it also illustrates how this problem can be overcome. This video "should be seen by everyone who is interested in literacy and the fight against poverty, those who work with high school dropouts...teachers-in-training, counsellors, teachers and parents...." Available for loan to BCTF members from the BCTF Video Library. For more information, see the BCTF Videotape Database. The Expert Answers: Dr. Gordon Sherman on Brain Research and Reading Answers to the questions: Are there structural brain differences in kids with learning disabilities? What is the environment’s effect on reading problems? and much more. The Expert Answers: Dr. Kevin Feldman on Helping Older Kids Who Struggle with Reading Answers to the questions: answers the following questions about helping older kids who struggle with reading: What happens to kids with delayed reading skills when they enter middle and high school? How can parents help their older kids who struggle and much more. Finding a student’s “Reading Instruction” level Direct Instruction Reading by D. Carnine & J. Silbert Grass Roots Press Providing comprehensive adult literacy resources for practitioners and students. Great Leaps Great Leaps is divided into three major areas: (1) Phonics: developing and mastering essential sight-sound relationships and/or sound awareness skills; (2) Sight Phrases: mastering sight words while developing and improving focusing skills; and (3) Reading Fluency: using age-appropriate stories specifically designed to build reading fluency, reading motivation, and proper intonation. The Internet Picture Dictionary A completely free, online multilingual picture dictionary designed especially for ESL students and beginning English, French, German, Spanish and Italian language learners of all ages. Literacy Connections This program provides concrete ways for schools, Early Years Centres, community organizations and daycares to support the development of literacy skills at home and encourage a love of reading within the families they serve. It is designed to help parents and caregivers use effective strategies when reading with the children in their lives. The program can be run in two ways: 1. As a lending program where parents borrow the materials from an organization for use at home 2. As a workshop where parents come together to participate in the program From Classroom Connections. You can order or download a copy of the Literacy Connections resource from their web site. Literacy for Independent Living A one-step shopping resource on literacy and disability. The website provides links to various online resources that are useful for literacy practitioners, for facilitators at disability and community organizations, for adult learners with disabilities and for their community-at-large. Information and resources are given for disabilities in general and for specific types of disabilities. Resources also appropriate for older youth. My Read Supports teachers of underperforming students with strategies for teaching reading in the middle years (Grades 4-9) Laubach Literacy Ontario Bookstore  A division of Laubach Literacy of Canada, which is no longer in operation as a national organization. It sells quality books and resources at reasonable prices to the literacy community of Canada. NICHYC compiled by the National Dissemination Center for Children with Disabilities - sources of information and assistance on literacy. Specific section on literacy and children with disabilities. Overcoming Dyslexia: A New and Complete Science-Based Program for Reading Problems at Any Level by Sally Shaywitz Shaywitz offers a scientific explanation of dyslexia and then explains how parents and teachers can work with children to overcome this problem. It also discusses dealing with dyslexia in older children and adults. ISBN 0-375-40012-5, www.amazon.com  Phonemic Awareness in Young Children - A Classroom Curriculum By Marilyn Jager Adams, and others This research-based program helps young children learn to distinguish individual sounds that make up words and affect their meanings. ISBN 1-55766-321-1 Promoting Reading Success: Phonological Awareness Activities for the Kindergarten Child Nearly 50 activities and games that can be easily implemented in the classroom and that are derived chiefly from the exercises used in the successful phonological awareness training programs as a part of CANSTART. Available through a subscription to SAGE Publications. Raz-kids.com Adapted from the award-winning Reading A-Z Guided readers. Talking Books make learning fun - read or listen online, take an instant quiz and print the worksheets! For lower-level talking books, words are highlighted as read. Read Naturally The READ NATURALLY program provides a method to improve reading fluency. Most struggling readers have fluency problems and spend little time reading. The Read Naturally program combines three powerful strategies for improving fluency: teacher modeling, repeated reading, and progress monitoring. Read Well Read Well is a unique, research-based reading program that combines systematic phonics, mastery-based learning, and rich content. From the beginning, children develop strong decoding skills, comprehension strategies, and sophisticated content knowledge. Reading A-Z The online guided reading program with downloadable books to print and assemble, offers thousands of printable teacher materials to teach guided reading, phonemic awareness, reading comprehension, reading fluency, alphabet, and vocabulary. The teaching resources include professionally developed downloadable leveled books, lesson plans, worksheets, and reading assessments. Reading and the Brain LD OnLine offers these videos to show you how the brain works when a person is reading. Sit with scientists and watch as they study children - and start to unlock the mysteries of how the brain processes sounds and letters. Reading Buddies Reading Buddies provides all materials necessary to set up a reading program for teenage volunteers to read one-on-one with primary school students. It includes concrete tips, techniques and ideas to help schools implement a tutoring program, including how to select, train and support high school volunteers. From Classroom Connections. You can order or download a copy of the Reading Buddies resource from their web site. The Reading Foundation A private clinic (with offices in Calgary and Vancouver) that provides the diagnosis and treatment of reading, spelling, math and written language difficulties that affect children, adolescents and adults. Reading Problems in Middle School and High School Students By: Kevin Feldman, Ed.D. What happens to kids with delayed reading skills when they enter middle and high school? Are accommodations in the classroom enough? Is it too late to teach reading? Reading Rockets  is a national multimedia project offering information and resources on how young kids learn to read, why so many struggle, and how caring adults can help.  Includes information that's research-based on how to teach reading effectively, good books that motivate kids with the pleasures of reading, and methods for helping kids who are falling behind. Reading Software: Finding the Right Program Since different reading software applications contain different features, it is important that students are matched with software that best meets their specific needs. LD Online has identified five web-based resources that contain detailed information on reading software programs and address specific needs of students with special needs in reading. Research Trends: Reading Machines for Kids with LD by Marshall Raskind How can "reading machines" help kids with LD., a review of recent research. Rewards The REWARDS program is recommended for students in grades 4-12 and especially for students in grades 4-5 who have mastered single-syllable words and are ready for multisyllable words, and students in grades 6-12 who lack word identification skills and are slower oral readers than their peers. SmartReading School District No. 40 (New Westminster) 821 8th Street, New Westminster BC V3M 3S9 Telephone 604-517-6240 Fax 604-517-6390 A synthesis of the latest research combined with tried and true strategies that develop both Language Arts and thinking abilities. Active learning and visual formats make this particularly applicable to students with special needs. Speech to Print: Language Essentials for Teachers by Louisa Cook Moats Learning the basics of language helps you understand your students' needs and to teach reading, spelling, and writing explicitly and systematically. For students with or without learning disabilities. ISBN 978-1-59857-050-2   Starfall learn-to-read website Offered free as a public service. Primarily designed for first grade, Starfall.com is also useful for pre-kindergarten, kindergarten and second grade Start-to-Finish Books A high-interest, controlled-vocabulary series. They combine books, tapes and CDs with guided reading, quizzes, pictures, black line masters and other materials. Makes literature accessible to non-readers. Carefully-chosen book content is compelling to older students and curriculum-connected titles help students acquire knowledge as they learn to read. Gold Library - Grade 2/3 readability and Blue Library - Grade 4/5 readability. Over 60 titles. Target the Problem A tool to help parents and classroom teachers understand the specific problems a child may be having with reading. You'll find practical suggestions on what you (and kids themselves) can do to help students overcome or deal with their reading difficulties. Teaching Literacy to Students with Significant Disabilities - Strategies for the K-12 Inclusive Classroom by June E. Downing Corwin Press 2005. ISBN 0-7619-8879-3 Teaching Students with Reading Difficulties and Disabilities: A Guide for Educators A Canadian resource from Saskatchewan Learning. Proficient reading and writing skills are critical to success. This 240 page document contains comprehensive information and strategies for success. The following items can be downloaded from the Literacy Information and Communication System  (LINCS) website: A Child Becomes a Reader, Birth to Preschool Proven ideas from research for parents. This booklet contains things you can do with your children to help them become readers, what to look for in quality day care centers and preschools to help your children become readers, and a list of helpful terms. A Child Becomes a Reader, Kindergarten through Grade 3 Proven ideas from research for parents. This booklet contains things you can do with your child at 3 different grade levels - Kindergarten, first grade and second and third grades to help him become a reader as well as what to look for in quality reading instruction at each grade level. It also contains a list of helpful terms. Put Reading First The Research Building Blocks for Teaching Children to Read - Kindergarten Through Grade 3 - developed by the Center for the Improvement of Early Reading Achievement in the U.S. This guide, designed by teachers for teachers, summarizes what researchers have discovered about how to successfully teach children to read. It describes the findings of the National Reading Panel Report (2000) and provides analysis and discussion in five areas of reading instruction: phonic awareness, phonics, fluency, vocabulary and text comprehension. Put Reading First Helping Your Child Learn to Read - A Parent Guide Preschool Through Grade 3 - This brochure, designed for parents, provides a quick overview of the findings of the National Reading Panel and gives ideas for what to expect from a school's reading program based on evidence from the research (preschool through grade 3). The brochure also suggests ways parents can reinforce reading instruction at home with everyday activities and interactions.   Math strategies Academy of Math The AutoSkill Academy of MATH extends the effectiveness of a math specialist to every struggling student. Especially effective with middle and high school aged students. Cool Math 4 Kids An amusement park of math and more -- especially designed for kids Fun Brain.com  How to Facilitate Learning in Math by Julia Fraser, M Ed SEA Crosscurrents Magazine, Fall 2001, Pages 34 – 43 LD In Depth - Math Skills Learning disabilities in the area of mathematics are explored here. Often referred to as dyscalculia, math-related learning disabilities are complex and require intervention by skillful teachers to help students achieve success. A collection of informative articles and direction to the latest teaching research to provide understanding and assistance to both parents and educators. Managing Underdeveloped Mathematical Ability in School Compiled by Marion Hurd SD 5, Cranbrook Math Disability: An Overview by Diane Pedrotty Bryant An expert explains what a math disability is, the underlying causes, and how it impacts kids at various grade levels. Strategies to Facilitate Math Concepts and Homework. A story and many other useful strategies for parents and teachers to help children with learning disabilities to learn math. Strategies include how students can learn to use their fingers to multiply and make their own artsy flash cards to learn challenging facts. Tool Kit for Parents: Tips for Helping with Math Concepts and Homework by Regina G. Richards This article teaches how to use chunking, multisensory strategies and helping students to experience the meaning of these words and related concepts Using Mnemonic Instruction To Teach Math Mnemonic instruction is a set of strategies designed to help students improve their memory of new information. Mnemonics instruction links new information to prior knowledge through the use of visual and/or acoustic cues. These strategies have been proven effective with students at a wide range of ability levels (gifted, normally achieving, and those with mild and moderate disabilities) and at all grade levels. Peer tutoring Peer Assisted Learning Strategies (PALS) Strategies for Successful Learning - PALS Reading and PALS Math enable classroom teachers to accommodate diverse learners and to help a large proportion of these students achieve success. Physical education Inclusion of Students with Special Needs in Physical Education This manual is written for primary and early intermediate teachers who are integrating students with special needs into Physical Education classes. It outlines strategies and suggestions for P.E. activities that will allow the inclusion of all students regardless of their abilities. VSB Resource - under revision. Contact the Vancouver School Board for more information:    info@vsb.bc.ca School District #39 1580 West Broadway Vancouver, BC, Canada V6J 5K8  (604) 713-5000   Science strategies Inquiry for everyone: Authentic science experiences for students with special needs by Leah Melber This article addresses common challenges to implementing quality science experiences within the special education classroom, together with methods for overcoming these challenges. Teaching Exceptional Children Plus, Volume 1, Issue 2, Nov. 2004 Sensory strategies Abilitations - Integrations Sensory Solutions Children Therapy and accessibility products for movement, positioning, sensory-motor, exercise aquatics and adapted play. Alert Program Although initially intended for children with attention and learning difficulties, ages 8-12, it has been adapted for preschool through adult and for a variety of disabilities. The program clearly defined steps for teaching self-regulation awareness. Sensory Checklist and Strategies  Zone'in Program An energy based program, derived from sensory integration theory, and designed to improve students' learning by maximizing their attention in a class setting. The program provides tools to help children discover the role their bodies play in learning. Designed by a BC School Based Occupational Therapist. Social skills Friendship and Stories: Using Children's Literature to Teach Friendship Skills to Children with Learning Disabilities by Katherine L. DeGeorge Life Skills Activities for Secondary Students with Special Needs by Darlene Mannix Contains 190 illustrated activity sheets with exercises, discussion questions, and evaluation suggestions to help students acquire the basic skillls needed for success in everyday living. Covers interpersonal skills, communication skills, academic and school skills, problem solving and more. ISBN: 0-78796-620-7 Mastering the Hidden Curriculum of School from It’s So Much Work To Be Your Friend: Helping the Child with Learning Disabilities Find Social Successby Rick Lavoie offers insight that can help kids with learning difficulties uncover — and master — the unwritten rules of school. Excerpt from Ch. 10 from Schwab Learning.org Ready-To-Use Social Skills Lessons & Activities for Grades - PreK - K (ISBN: 0-87628-863-8 ), Grades 1-3 (ISBN: 0-87628-473-X), Grades 4-6 (ISBN: 0-87628-474-8 ) and Grades 7 - 12 (ISBN: 0-87628-475-6 ) by Ruth Weltmann Begun. Topics include: purpose, stories, films and poems to introduce the skill, skill steps for teaching the appropriate behaviour, modeling the skill, student performance of the skill, worksheets and other activities summarizing the skill, an activities to promote the use of the skills outside of school. Social Competence and the Child with Learning Disabilities These tips and answers to common questions are from the Teacher's Guide to Last One Picked ... First One Picked On: Learning Disabilities and Social Skills with Richard Lavoie. Social Skills Activities for Special Children by Darlene Mannix Includes 142 read to use lessons with reproducible activity sheets to help children recognaize and practice appropriate social skills both inside and outside the classroom. ISBN: 0-87628-868-9 Social Skills Activities for Secondary Students with Special Needs by Darlene Mannix Includes 187 ready to use worksheets to help students build and enhance their social skills and apply these skills in various real-life settings, situations and problems. ISBN 0-13042-906-6 Social Skills: The Bottom Line for Adult LD Success by Marnell L. Hayes There are many aspects of social skills that are especially important in adult relationships. This article addresses relevant topics including body-space awareness, organizational skills, reading facial expressions and understanding vocal cues. Teaching Social Skills to Kids Who Don't Yet Have Them This article, written by Dr. Mac, from the BehaviorAdvisor.com, applies to all students who have social skills difficulties.  Do any of these comments sound familiar? "I tell him to stop doing that, but he keeps on doing it. Darn. This kid must have been raised by wolves!" "That kid knows how she is supposed to behave. She CHOOSES to misbehave." "I ask him what he is supposed to be doing and he can tell me. He knows better, so why isn't he doing it?" Spelling Five Guidelines for Learning to Spell and Six Ways to Practice Spelling by Susan Jones A handout for students. Speech to Print: Language Essentials for Teachers by Louisa Cook Moats Learning the basics of language helps you understand your students' needs and to teach reading, spelling, and writing explicitly and systematically. For students with or without learning disabilities. ISBN 1-55766-387-4 SPELL (Spelling Performance Evaluation for Language and Literacy) by Julie Masterson, Kenn Apel and Jan Wasowicz Assessment software that determines why a student misspells words so you can provide more effective word study instruction. Grades 2 - adult. Spelling and Students with Learning Disabilities by Louise Spear-Swerling Students with learning disabilities in reading usually have problems in spelling as well. Addressing spelling difficulties is important, because poor spelling can hamper writing and can convey a negative impression even when the content of the writing is excellent. Teaching Strategies included. Spelling: Best Ideas = Best Practices by Shane Templeton Best ideas in spelling supported by research supports best practice. Voices from the Middle, Volume 10 Number 4, May 2003. Visual strategies The Provincial Resource Centre for the Visually Impaired PRCVI is a Ministry of Education Provincial Resource Program, hosted by the Vancouver School Board (VSB). The mission of the PRCVI is to provide leadership, information, training and consultation to support school districts' goals of equitable access and enhanced learning opportunities for students with visual impairments. The primary function of the PRCVI is to provide British Columbia school districts and Group 1 & 2 Independent schools with alternate formats of provincially recommended learning resources and with specialized equipment to support the educational needs of students with visual impairments. A second responsibility is to support school districts by providing training and inservice opportunities for teachers of students with visual impairments. Thirdly, PRCVI provides to schools, on a cost recovery basis, access to its audiotape and E-text collection for use by students with a print disability. The Boardmaker Project A joint project of BCTF, PGDTA, and School District 57. Disability Solutions Newsletter Volume 5 Issue 4 March/April 2003 Focus on Visual Strategies. Includes article “I See What You Mean!” Using Visual Tools to Support Student Learning by Patti McVay, M.Ed., Heidi Wilson, and Luci Chiotti.Part 1 of 2 Disability Solutions Newsletter Volume 5 Issue 5 July/August 2003 Focus on Visual Strategies. Includes Part 2 of the article “I See What You Mean!” Using Visual Tools to Support Student Learning by Patti McVay, M.Ed., Heidi Wilson, and Luci Chiotti. Graphic organizers The use of graphic organizers to teach all students assists with comprehension or to help students organize and present or record data. About.com - samples of graphic organizers  North Central Regional Educational Laboratory Samples of various graphic organizers including K-W-L-H Technique, the Anticipation/Reaction Guide, Spider Map, Series of Events Chain, Continuum Scale, Compare/Contrast, and much more. Region 15 Curriculum Resources Samples of graphic organizers including: analogies, assessment tools, cause and effect, charactization and much more. Schools in California Online Resources for Teachers (SCORE) Samples of: clustering, chain of events, storyboard, family tree and much more. Write Design Online Graphic Organizers Samples of bridging snapshots, problem/solution outline, T-chart, venn diagram, and much more. The Write Site These graphic organizers will help your students organize their thoughts and plan their writing.   How to manage a token economy  Picture SET From SET-BC (Special Education Technology). A collection of downloadable visual supports that can be used by students for both receptive and expressive communication in the classroom, at home, and in the community. This searchable database allows you to find a wide range of useful visual supports for different curriculum areas, activities, and events. Support for Visual Learners how to make daily schedules, choice boards, visual supports, people locators Time Timers These are a great way for students to be able to see the passage of time and can help with individual independence. It also works as a wonderful visual for children and adults with sensory deficits, or those working in a sound-sensitive environment. Available in 3 sizes. You can order from Odin Books in Vancouver. Visual Support Strategies for Literacy Development by Brenda Fossett, M.A. SEA Crosscurrents Magazine, Spring 2004, Pages 23-32 Writing strategies Co:Writer 4000: Supporting Struggling Writers with Word Prediction Software (2003) SET-BC Learning Centre Presents an overview of the features and classroom uses of Co:Writer 4000 word prediction software for students with special needs. Includes tutorials and strategies for customizing this writing tool, as well as lesson plans for introducing Co:Writer to your students. Helping Students Who Struggle to Write by Regina G. Richards There are many reasons students hate to write, the primary of which is that writing is a slow and laborious process. The purpose of this article is to provide suggestions to help students, with emphasis on compensations The Internet Picture Dictionary A completely free, online multilingual picture dictionary designed especially for ESL students and beginning English, French, German, Spanish and Italian language learners of all ages. Promoting Skilled Handwriting: The Kindergarten Path to Meaningful Written Communication This influential article can be ordered from the Canadian Psychological Association. Topics include: Selection of Materials, Methods of Instruction and Helping Children Overcome Common Printing Errors Strategies for the Reluctant Writer by Regina G. Richards There are many reasons why students may be reluctant to write. Some reasons include dysgraphia, boredom, poor knowledge of the necessary subskills, and/or lack of interest in the topic. There are many subskills involved in the writing task and it is important for students to be able to use each of these as automatically as possible. These need to be explicitly taught and will be described in this article. Ten Pointers for Teaching Writing to Students with Special Needs by Dr Nancy Perry, UBC SEA Crosscurrents Magazine, Winter 2002, Pages 41 – 43 Using Technology to Enhance the Writing Processes of Students with Learning Disabilities by Charles A. MacArthur The Writing Road: Reinvigorate Your Students' Enthusiasm for Writing by Regina Richards Writing Strategies to Help Students: Guides for Teachers, Tutors, and Parents Find out the reasons for students' trouble and learn some tried-and-true techniques that really work to improve writing. This article examines some of the issues that frustrate students with writing difficulties, and offers many practical strategies. These issues include: working memory, story size, sloppiness and understanding. Written Expression Strategies   Source: LATA Newsletter, Volume 5, Number 2, Spring 2000 Other disabilities ERIC Digests These are short reports (1500-2000 words) that provide a basic overview, plus pertinent references; available from their web site: ERIC directory - www.ericdigests.org/eric-digests.html. E518: Behavioral Disorders: Focus On Change (1993)  E643: Understanding Sensory Integration (2003)  E636: Infants and Toddlers with Visual Impairments: Strategies for Early Interventionists (2002)  E582: Teaching Students with Autism (1999)  E570: Teaching Children with Tourette Syndrome (1998)    Executive Function Fact Sheet People with executive function problems have difficulty with planning, organizing, and managing time and space. Helping Children with Executive Functioning Problems to Manage Physical Impulsiveness Want your students to stop grabbing things, pushing, and shoving? Teaching techniques you can implement right now. Updated June 2011   )
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/SocialJustice.aspx?id=18432,BCTF > Social Justice Action Groups  	BCTF Social Justice  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources   For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Social Justice Social Justice Action Groups The BCTF’s province-wide social justice network includes six social justice action groups. Each action group is composed of four members from the provincial Committee for Action on Social Justice  (CASJ), and they are all classroom teachers. The purpose of the action groups is to provide information, lesson ideas, and professional support for classroom teachers. Each action group creates discrete web pages covering the areas for which they are responsible. The action groups are listed below and include links to their web pages: Antipoverty    Antiracism    Environmental Justice   Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, and Questioning (LGBTQ)    Peace and Global Education The global education page features the Global Classroom, a joint BCTF and CIDA project, which contains unit plans designed for teachers, by teachers.   Status of Women  About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141003,www.facebook.com,https://www.facebook.com/supporteducationinbc/posts/1490248501223735?_fb_noscript=1,WE Support BC Teachers shared Karine... - WE Support BC Teachers | Facebook For a better experience on Facebook, enable JavaScript in your browser, or switch to our mobile site. Facebook logo Email or Phone Password Keep me logged in Forgot your password? Sign Up English (US) · Privacy · Terms · Cookies · Advertising · More Facebook © 2014   News Feed WE Support BC Teachers shared Karine LeBlanc Sault's photo. September 17 at 8:13pm · Karine LeBlanc Sault‎BC voters supporting BC teachers and public education I NEED TO KNOW BEFORE I VOTE: After sending my family out of the house for a few hours so I could fully concentrate and research this “fair deal”, I made myself a cup of tea, sat at my computer and started reading & thinking. How will I vote tomorrow?? This is poses a dilemma for me. I know that in a perfect world, a “no” vote would be the right thing to do. We SHOULD be educating all BC students to meet their needs. Not just those who can keep up, make the grade and manage with minimal support. Non-enrolling teachers have been significantly reduced over the last 12 years. I’m one of them. There was a chart shared here a few times that showed how dire things have become in our schools with respect to the cuts in Student & Library Services. The very group of specialist teachers that work directly with students who need it the most are ALWAYS the first to be cut because these teachers don’t have a classroom that houses students. The impacts and consequences are invisible at a glance. Every student has a spot. But look past the illusion and you will find, in EVERY BC classroom, children literally slipping through the cracks. No one is there to catch them. We (staff members in the schools) all know it!! But we can do absolutely nothing about it! My point is, this contact continues to not sufficiently address these facts, realities and quite frankly, this injustice for our most vulnerable students. But can I vote “no”? Would a “no” vote truly make the difference we are seeking? Or might it take us back several years? I’m still undecided. I look forward to hearing all the facts and rationals at tomorrows study session. I will ultimately make my decision there. What I am writing all this here for is this: I need to know before I vote, ... I need to know that what has been happening here in this forum for past 3 weeks, this awakening of our collective consciousness, is genuine. I need to know before I vote that this active participation in this, and other social issues, is not just a fad, a trend, a cool thing do to with our new-found-free-time. That this call-to-action, awareness and citizens demanding of our government to respect our rights, freedom and democracy won’t just fade away when students head back to class. I need to know this regardless of how I vote, because either way I vote, the moral and ethical issues of our Canadian values will continue to require highly engaged citizens to hold our politicians accountable, just and transparent. The fight for a quality education for EVERY child should not be necessary in Canada! But unfortunately, it is. We’ve come to this because too many of us have been busily living our lives without thinking about “inconvenient truths” such as these or because we have mistakenly assumed that our government is looking out for our best interest. We know better now. We have to do better moving forward. I need to know this before I vote. I need to know this before I vote because I’ve said it from the beginning: this was never the teacher’s fight alone. This was always only going to be successful when the masses demanded a better public education system for BC students.. I do believe we have reached a tipping point. I do believe that 10% (or more) of a populace required for a tipping point on an issues has been reached. This, the liberal party is very much aware of. But they are counting on all of us going back to our merry, apathetic lives. Let’s disappoint them! I need to know before I vote tomorrow if the parents, grand-parents, uncles and aunts are ready to continue to ACTIVELY advocate for British-Columbian students until ALL students are educated to achieve their full potential and live their best lives. I need to know before I vote that this, all of this was worth it. I need to know from the public, our clientele, regardless of the outcome of the tomorrows’ vote, that the fight is still in you. Is it? I need to know. Karine LeBlanc Sault Like · Comment · Share Mobile Find Friends Badges People Pages Places Games Locations About Create Ad Create Page Developers Careers Privacy Cookies Terms Help Facebook © 2014 · English (US))
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=22388,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 23, Number 5, March 2011   Non-fiction for Grade 4s By Rob Cowie  Students entering into a Grade 4 classroom, at the beginning of a new year, face many new challenges. Not only do they receive marks for the first time in their academic journey, they are also expected to become more independent in their learning. The amount of homework increases as well as the responsibility to use and share textbooks. From Grades 3 and up, the amount of non-fiction text the student’s encounter surpasses that of fictional text (Stead, 2006). Teachers in the intermediate grades assume that students know how to read and understand what they read. Many intermediate teachers believe students are no longer learning to read, but now read to learn (Gear, 2006). The use of a textbook can be a daunting challenge for a new Grade 4 student because if they are not taught how to use one effectively, they can struggle with how and where to find information. This is exactly what I was finding with my Grade 4 students; they had no idea how to locate important information from textbooks. I discovered that the students’ Grade 3 teachers rarely used a textbook when teaching a topic in Science or Social Studies. The purpose of this 12-week implementation was to teach my Grade 4 students non-fiction reading strategies, since my students were suddenly encountering textbooks where sentence structures had changed from simple to compound. Reading for content knowledge, I realized, required the use of different strategies than reading narrative text (Spor, 2005). Brownlie & Jeroski (2007) noted that teaching reading does not end when students leave the primary grades. With the increasing exposure to non-fiction text, students need to be taught reading strategies throughout their education. I chose The Comprehension Toolkit by Harvey & Goudvis (2006) as my intervention. The toolkit provided the reading strategies that students’ needed, when comprehending non-fiction text. The toolkit also provided practical and explicit instructions to teachers about how to teach each of the reading strategies. The toolkit used Harvey & Goudvis’ “Gradual Release of Responsibility” (p.9) model for each reading strategy. Harvey & Goudvis (2006) explained that the gradual release of responsibility model included modeling, guided practice, collaborative practice, independent practice, and finally, the application of the strategy. During the first month of intervention, several strategies to improve reading comprehension of non-fiction had been introduced to the students. In the first week, the students tracked their thinking while reading. In week two, the students learned how to use text features to connect to new information. During weeks three and four, students learned how to determine important information, and to construct main ideas from supporting details. The second month of intervention continued to introduce such reading strategies as asking questions and inferring meaning. The students learned how to read text and ask questions. As they read, the students looked for the answers to the questions in the text. Students learned how to infer meaning of new words and language discovered in the text using context clues and headings. The final month of intervention focused on the summarizing and synthesizing of information. The students learned how to summarize and paraphrase information that they read from non-fiction text. Finally, at the conclusion of the intervention an assessment was conducted to determine the effectiveness of the intervention. To obtain the results from the research, I compared pre- and post-results using computer-based assessment, as well as, the pre- and post-results of the Reading Assessment District (RAD) (#36) for determining importance. These qualitative measures determined that the intervention was successful. The students made measurable improvement in their ability to determine importance and overall reading comprehension. The results of these assessments saw the number of my students who were meeting to exceeding expectations in reading comprehension moved from 53% to 62%. The results of the RAD saw the number of my students who were meeting to exceeding expectations in determining importance jumped from 38% to 69%. At the conclusion of the intervention, I observed the majority of my students took more time to read and reread the articles given to them. The students became more successful at locating all the important information. In addition, many students had begun to understand how to rewrite the information in their own words. One of the surprises for me was that the students’ attitudes regarding their textbooks improved over the intervention. There seemed to be less disappointment when using their textbooks and more interest with learning new concepts. Another outcome that the writer did not anticipate was that by introducing non-fiction reading strategies, the amount of non-fiction books being signed out of the library by my students increased. Rob Cowie teaches at Glen Elementary School, Coquitlam. This article is based on his action-research paper titled “Grade Four Reading: Non-fiction.”   References available on request. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=33057,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2014 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 26, Number 6, May/June 2014   Solidarity spotlight “You shouldn’t have a fight if you can get a deal.”  These were the words of Premier Christy Clark on March 27, as she announced the settlement of the four-week strike by union and non-union truckers at the Port of Vancouver. With back-to-work legislation looming, the truckers appreciated receiving “Negotiate, Don’t Legislate” buttons from BCTF members who made solidarity visits to their picket lines. As a result of the last-minute deal, government withdrew the back-to-work legislation it introduced earlier in the week.“My view is very much you shouldn't have a fight if you can get a deal,” Clark told journalists. “We got a deal instead.” Perhaps the Premier should apply the same reasoning to the teachers’ bargaining table. Check out http://aFairDeal.ca and tell Christy Clark and Peter Fassbender to reinvest in public education. Share the website with parents and the public too. One year later, still locked out IKEA’s flagship store in Richmond, BC has been behind picket lines since Monday, May 13, 2013 after the company served lockout notice on its employees. The company served the lock-out notice to the local Teamsters union after workers twice rejected offers by the company that called for a variety of concessions and a proposed return to a tiered-wage system. Anita Dawson, a former IKEA employee and representative for Teamsters, local 213, said the company has consistently tabled offers that included concessions in hours of work, allowances, benefits and classifications, as well as a tiered-wage system that was a major issue at the bargaining table six years ago when the workers went on strike to back their demands. “The company has showed little interest in dealing with our issues at the bargaining table,” she said. “They seem intent on following their agenda, which involves cutbacks. Our members are not interested in going backward,” she said. The Richmond store is one of two unionized IKEA locations in Canada. The other is in Montreal. Please don’t shop at IKEA until this dispute is settled fairly.   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140924,www.reddit.com,http://www.reddit.com/user/Waffle_Fish,overview for Waffle_Fish jump to content my subreddits announcementsArtAskRedditaskscienceawwblogbookscreepydataisbeautifulDIYDocumentariesEarthPornexplainlikeimfiveFitnessfoodfunnyFuturologygadgetsgamingGetMotivatedgifshistoryIAmAInternetIsBeautifulJokesLifeProTipslistentothismildlyinterestingmoviesMusicnewsnosleepnottheonionOldSchoolCoolpersonalfinancephilosophyphotoshopbattlespicsscienceShowerthoughtsspacesportstelevisiontifutodayilearnedTwoXChromosomesUpliftingNewsvideosworldnewsWritingPromptsedit subscriptions front -all -random |  InternetIsBeautiful -space -Music -Documentaries -listentothis -pics -movies -UpliftingNews -Art -personalfinance -LifeProTips -askscience -books -television -news -Jokes -gifs -TwoXChromosomes -science -Showerthoughts -IAmA -dataisbeautiful -sports -videos -nottheonion -mildlyinteresting -explainlikeimfive -Futurology -gadgets -food -tifu -creepy -DIY -todayilearned -aww -GetMotivated -gaming -photoshopbattles -OldSchoolCool -history -funny -Fitness -nosleep -EarthPorn -worldnews -philosophy -AskReddit -WritingPromptsmore » reddit.com Waffle_Fish overview comments submitted gilded want to join? login or register in seconds| English Waffle_Fish3,131 link karma 1,484 comment karma send messageredditor for 3 years what's this? TROPHY CASE Three-Year Club Verified Email remember mereset password login daily reddit gold goal 90% help support reddit reddit gold gives you extra features and helps keep our servers running. We believe the more reddit can be user-supported, the freer we will be to make reddit the best it can be. Buy gold for yourself to gain access to extra features and special benefits. A month of gold pays for 231.26 minutes of reddit server time! Give gold to thank exemplary people and encourage them to post more. This daily goal updates every 10 minutes and is reset at midnight Pacific Time (4 hours, 26 minutes from now). Yesterday's reddit gold goal 103% reddit's stories are created by its users join the community, vote, and change the world.learn more › sorted by: new hotnewtopcontroversial Break-Up Songs from the Perspective of the Rejector by manmanmain LetsTalkMusic [–]Waffle_Fish -1 points0 points1 point 1 month ago (0 children) To Be Myself Completely - Belle and Sebastian permalink context full comments (14) I've enjoyed having longish hair, but I feel the need to change it up. Any suggestions? by Waffle_Fishin malehairadvice [–]Waffle_Fish[S] 3 points4 points5 points 2 months ago (0 children) I was thinking of a more shaggy undercut, but I can't find any good inspiration pics for that other than this permalink context full comments (7) I've enjoyed having longish hair, but I feel the need to change it up. Any suggestions? by Waffle_Fishin malehairadvice [–]Waffle_Fish[S] 0 points1 point2 points 2 months ago (0 children) These are all pics when its pretty long/ready for a haircut. I like it but hate how it gets mullety in the back and flairs up on the sides. permalink context full comments (7) 7 8 9 I've enjoyed having longish hair, but I feel the need to change it up. Any suggestions? (imgur.com) submitted 2 months ago by Waffle_Fish to /r/malehairadvice 7 comments sharecancel loading... I've enjoy having longish hair, but I feel the need to change it up. Any suggestions? by [deleted]in malehairadvice [–]Waffle_Fish 0 points1 point2 points 2 months ago (0 children) I like my hair now, but I hate how the back looks mullety, and the sides flair up. permalink context full comments (1) Why is everyone so upset by the headliners? by Fishyboyyin Lollapalooza [–]Waffle_Fish 9 points10 points11 points 6 months ago (0 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on Eminem is big in hip hop, and sure, he's still plenty relevant in 2014, but he just headlined the festival, as a #1 in 2011. There are plenty more relevant hip hop/rap headliners that would have been more relevant and much better picks for a 2014 lineup (Kanye, Drake, Jay-Z, even Beyonce) Arctic Monkeys, while great, are billed at a 4 spot, where in the past, artists such as Muse, Jack White, Nine Inch Nails, and Arcade Fire have played. Not only that but they're billed pretty low at start up festivals (Firefly) and major festivals (Bonnaroo). Its clear they're overbilled, but additionally, they only played the Riviera the last time they were in Chicago, hardly the venue for a #4 Lolla headliner. Add a mediocre, irrelevant rock headliner, and two EDM acts, and the top six looks pathetic. Not only that, but the entire undercard is bland and generic. No reunion act, big act from the 80s/90s, no surprising up and coming indie acts, no big name indie acts, no surprises, nada. Add uninspired rock and mid-tier indie acts, and you have a pretty pathetic lineup. This is Lollapalooza, not Kansrockas. TL:DR - The lineup looks more like a big B96 Summer bash than the third biggest festival in the country. No surprises, no great grabs, just mediocrity throughout the bill. permalink context full comments (40) [Weekly Discussion] Are you going to see Lorde on her upcoming tour? If so, what location? by Lorde_WklyDiscussionin lorde [–]Waffle_Fish 0 points1 point2 points 6 months ago (0 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on I haven't :( if I can't get tickets for this I'll just have to hope she comes to Lolla permalink context full comments (27) [Weekly Discussion] Are you going to see Lorde on her upcoming tour? If so, what location? by Lorde_WklyDiscussionin lorde [–]Waffle_Fish 0 points1 point2 points 6 months ago (0 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on Trying to see her in Chicago, but I have yet to find resale tickets that aren't grossly overpriced : / permalink context full comments (27) 68 69 70 So eye opening (24.media.tumblr.com) submitted 7 months ago by Waffle_Fish to /r/im14andthisisdeep 2 comments sharecancel sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on loading... Lineup Predictions by Benfranklinupennin pitchforkfest [–]Waffle_Fish 0 points1 point2 points 7 months ago (0 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on A friend of mine asked of the band members in NMH about Pitchfork after their show on Friday and he said they would be there. permalink context full comments (34) CMYK Playing Cards by Waffle_Fishin shutupandtakemymoney [–]Waffle_Fish[S] 5 points6 points7 points 7 months ago (0 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on Damn, that's a shame, it's a neat design. Saved me from wasting my money though! permalink context full comments (30) 246 247 248 CMYK Playing Cardscrowdfunding (kickstarter.com) submitted 7 months ago by Waffle_Fish to /r/shutupandtakemymoney 30 comments sharecancel sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on loading... What's the saddest song you've heard? by larneyjin Music [–]Waffle_Fish 1 point2 points3 points 7 months ago (0 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on My Bloody Valentine - Sometimes Beck - Lost Cause The National - Most of their Discography permalink context full comments (657) Could Chance The Rapper be a repeat this year? by LimerentShinsFanin Lollapalooza [–]Waffle_Fish 1 point2 points3 points 7 months ago (0 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on If he plays Chicago this summer, it'll be at Union Park permalink context full comments (8) Criminal masterminds of reddit, what is the worst crime you've gotten away with? by SuperNaeniin AskReddit [–]Waffle_Fish 0 points1 point2 points 8 months ago (0 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on Probably a little late for this, but back in middle school, I discovered that Necco Wafers could be used in any of our lunchroom vending machines as quarters. They were roughly the same size and you could get a couple dozen wafers for a few bucks. It took a couple months for the school to catch on, but during an assembly, they placed the blame on the grade above us, since they were notorious for being an awfully behaved grade (Pooping on floors, microwaving books, etc.) permalink context full comments (6043) Does anyone know what the plant in this tattoo is? by Waffle_Fishin whatsthisplant [–]Waffle_Fish[S] 2 points3 points4 points 8 months ago (0 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on Looks about right, thanks! permalink context full comments (8) 27 28 29 Does anyone know what the plant in this tattoo is? (24.media.tumblr.com) submitted 8 months ago by Waffle_Fish to /r/whatsthisplant 8 comments sharecancel sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on loading... Nintendo is selling refurbished Wii U Deluxe bundles on their online store for $250 by OllyOllyOxenBitchin wiiu [–]Waffle_Fish -2 points-1 points0 points 8 months ago (0 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on I just got a used deluxe with NSMBU, ZombiU, Nintendo Land and Pikmin 3 for $300. Guhh, Kinda wish I waited now permalink context full comments (30) Anyone know where I can get a beanie similar to this? by Waffle_Fishin malefashionadvice [–]Waffle_Fish[S] 0 points1 point2 points 8 months ago (0 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on I checked Columbiaknit and they didn't have it : /. I emailed Archival and they are "investigating" to see if any of their providers or stores have them. permalink context full comments (7) Will I miss out on much with a 2DS for LBW and OOT? by thanamesjamesin zelda [–]Waffle_Fish 2 points3 points4 points 8 months ago (0 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on ALBW is actually the only game I've enjoyed 3D on the 3DS for. Not a selling point to get a 3DS over a 2DS though permalink context full comments (31) Anyone know where I can get a beanie similar to this? by Waffle_Fishin malefashionadvice [–]Waffle_Fish[S] 0 points1 point2 points 8 months ago (0 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on That's it exactly! Thanks a bunch, bummed its all sold out though permalink context full comments (7) 0 0 0 Anyone know where I can get a beanie similar to this? (24.media.tumblr.com) submitted 8 months ago by Waffle_Fish to /r/malefashionadvice 7 comments sharecancel sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on loading... [Request] Can anyone help me find a frugal version of this Shetland Wool sweater in this color? by steinman17in frugalmalefashion [–]Waffle_Fish 13 points14 points15 points 10 months ago (0 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on They're usually pretty frugal too, if they are still in stock permalink context full comments (29) Lolla Aftershow Schedule is Up by croweladin Lollapalooza [–]Waffle_Fish 1 point2 points3 points 1 year ago (0 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on Pretty Weak. Was hoping for a Vampire Weekend or Grizzly Bear show since their tour schedule is pretty much open around Lolla. Hopefully more shows will be announced like last year. permalink context full comments (63) Confession Time. Movies You Are Ashamed You Haven't Seen Yet. by Vibblesin movies [–]Waffle_Fish 0 points1 point2 points 1 year ago (0 children) sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on Any of the Godfathers Titanic The Matrix Forrest Gump Goodfellas permalink context full comments (1537) view more: next › about blog about team source code advertise jobs help wiki FAQ reddiquette rules contact us tools mobile firefox extension chrome extension buttons widget <3 reddit gold store redditgifts reddit.tv radio reddit Use of this site constitutes acceptance of our User Agreement and Privacy Policy. © 2014 reddit inc. All rights reserved. REDDIT and the ALIEN Logo are registered trademarks of reddit inc. close this window you'll need to login or register to do that create a new account all it takes is a username and password privacy philosophy we limit data collected about you and your use of the platform, your personal information is never for sale, we use and disclose information to prevent people from abusing the platform, but we never disclose it for any other reason unless required by law. for more information, see our privacy policy. username:try anotheravailable! account recovery email:  (optional)we only send email at your request password: verify password: remember me create account is it really that easy? only one way to find out... login already have an account and just want to login? username: password: remember me recover password login close this window interface language English [en]العربية [ar]Беларуская мова [be]български език [bg]Bosanski [bs]català [ca]česky [cs]dansk [da]Deutsch [de]Ελληνικά [el]English (Australia) [en-au]English (Canadian) [en-ca]English (Great Britain) [en-gb]English [en-us]Esperanto [eo]español [es]español [es-ar]eesti keel [et]Euskara [eu]فارسی [fa]suomi [fi]français [fr]Gàidhlig [gd]עברית [he]मानक हिन्दी [hi]hrvatski [hr]Magyar [hu]Հայերեն լեզու [hy]Bahasa Indonesia [id]íslenska [is] (*)italiano (Italy) [it]日本語 [ja]ಕನ್ನಡ [kn_IN]한국어 [ko]Latin [la]1337 [leet]LOL [lol]lietuvių kalba [lt]latviešu valoda [lv]Nederlands [nl]Nynorsk [nn]Norsk [no]Arrrrrrrr! [pir]polski [pl]português [pt] (*)português [pt-pt]português brasileiro [pt_BR]română [ro]русский [ru]slovenčina [sk]slovenščina [sl]српски језик [sr]Srpski [sr-la]Svenska [sv]தமிழ் [ta]ภาษาไทย [th]Türkçe [tr]українська мова [uk]Tiếng Việt [vi]中文 [zh] (*) incomplete volunteer to translate π Rendered by PID 12502 on app-199 at 2014-09-24 03:33:22.893980+00:00 running cdb4286 country code: US.)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "#FunFriday Fact: #BC has the highest small business employment in Canada. October is Small Business Month! Check out: http://t.co/20bcLmlvFP" @bcliberals - 03:55pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "October is #FosterFamilyMonth. Thank you #BC for opening your homes and hearts to more than 5,900 children and youth." @John_Yap - 11:14pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/NewTeachers.aspx?id=31266&printPage=true,New Teachers' Conference 2014 Workshops at a Glance  	New teachers  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > New Teachers > Conference 2014 Workshops at a Glance— BCTF conference for new teachers, new TTOCs, and student teachers—February 28–March 1, 2014 Click the linked session ID number to view workshop description. Friday, February 28    President Ballroom A    President Ballroom B   President Ballroom C   Cambie 1   Cambie 2   Bridgeport 1   Bridgeport 2   Richmond Room   Dinsmore Room    Vice Regal Suite    Plaza Room   Governors Boardroom   Session A 8:45–10:45   A 01   A 09  A 06  A 04  A 08  A 05   A 07  A 03    A 02  A 10  A 11    Grading to communicate  Kaylie Streibel & Lindsay de Visser & Daniel Kamin  Ten Awesome Lessons to Build Observation Skills   Sandy Colclough    Navigating Through Challenging Conversations - with Parents and Others!   Marianne Neill   Linking Thinking: Integrating Environmental Education in all Classrooms  Werner Kopp  English in Motion   Barbara Mitchell Pollock     CANCELLED     Culturally responsive teaching strategies to improve your bicultural students’ learning  Carolyn Sousa  Work-Life Balance for TTOCs    Robin Tosczak         Fundamental Movement Skills with Action Schools! BC    Sarah Lockman  Teaching French Through Technology (en anglais et en français)   Katherine Mulski        Using Process Drama as a Medium for Teaching Social Studies and Science  Abigail Bigam  Facilitator Lounge Session B 12:30–2:30   B 01  B 10     B 07  B 04  B 05  B 06  B 03   B 08  B 09  B 02  B 11    Creating Classroom Communities through Cooperative Learning  Holly Stibbs  Assessment For Learning: What, Why, and How?   Beverley Bunker  Early Literacy in the Primary Classroom   Wendy Adams    Literacy in the Content Areas   Kyla Hadden   Aboriginal Education in a Just Classroom     Ken Lees     An Introduction to T.P.R.S. in the Second Language Classroom (in english) part 1   Chris Stolz   Sexual Health. Who Gets Left Behind?  Kristin Quigley, Joe Winkler and Myriam Dumont     Round tables  TBA     Uncertain Situations: Professional Autonomy in your Classroom, School & District  Paddy McCallum  Adventures in learning   Sheldon Franken          Teaching to Learn: Finding the support you need  Alison Davies   Facilitator Lounge Session C 2:45–4:45   C 08     C 02   C 10  C 07  C 05  C 06  C 04  C 01   C 09   C 03   C 11   Inclusive Education for Diverse Learners   Mary Berg & Carol McAndrew    Circle Up!  Tamara Forsyth Jacobsen       The Five Ways of Learning: Lesson Planning for all types of learners     Violette Baillargeon   Teaching in a Home Economics Classroom    Susan Armstrong  The Collective Agreement: What's in it for you?   Kerry Richardson  An Introduction to T.P.R.S. in the Second Language Classroom (in english) part 2   Chris Stolz     CANCELLED      Reality 101  Amanda Long         Learners Leading Their Leaning   Kathy Chmelyk & PattiAnn Plowman     ‘Adding’ the 4Cs to your classroom experience’   Faith Garriock    Math can be fun for you and your students!    Janice Hiscott    Facilitator  Lounge Saturday, March 1    President Ballroom A    President Ballroom B   President Ballroom C   Cambie 1   Cambie 2   Bridgeport 1   Bridgeport 2   Richmond Room   Dinsmore Room   Vice Regal Suite    Plaza Room   Governors Boardroom   Session D 8:45–10:45  D 01  D 11    D 03  D 04  D 05  D 06  D 07  D 02  D 09   D 10  D 08     Play Based Programing in the Primary Years - Why we still need the Primary Program!    Carol Johns   Build Math Confidence to Create Success     Ann-Marie Hunter   Building Bridges: Between Special Education and the Regular Classroom/ Between Research and Practice   Kristin Wiens    Working with Aboriginal Youth  Denise Hendry   CANCELLED        Responding to racism through ART   Werner Kopp  Teacher Inquiry: Teachers Collaborating in Self-directed Professional Learning   Paddy McCallum  Employment Insurance for TTOCs and new teachers    Amanda Long    Teaching Poetry with Passion: Using a Lyrical Approach to Connect Curriculum and Students    Sherri Kinney  La motivation d’apprendre dans une langue minoritaire : de la théorie à la pratique   Nicolas Fortin     Internet & Social Media Safety For Educators   Darren Laur     Facilitator Lounge Session E 12:30–2:30   E 01   E 06  E 03  E 04  E 05    E 08  E 09   E 02  E 07     E 10  E 11      Tips and Tricks for Teaching On-Call in the Elementary Classroom   Dana Mulder and Robyn Wharram   Strategies for Differentiating    Christine Abbot    Assessment that Informs Instruction  Jonathan Vervaet       Assertive Communication    Lucie Ferrari         Literacy and Reading Strategies in Secondary Humanities    Jozsef Budai & Gordana Stanisic          Round tables     BCTF Staff, Marcia Toms    CANCELLED        The Legacy of Residential Schools   Carol Arnold & Janet Stromquist        A powerful partnership: you and your teacher-librarian    Leslie Ikeda, Diane Silzer    Français de base : points de départ et prochaines étapes:    Kathy Chmelyk      Tech Talk - Adding Technology back into Teaching     Maja Tusek    Facilitator  Lounge Session F 2:15–4:15   F 08  F 02   F 11  F 04  F 07   F 10  F 03   F 06     F 09   F 01          F 05      Tales from the Trenches: What You Don't Learn in Teacher Education     Ashley MacKenzie       Websites and Web-based Tools   Sean Smith  Nurture with Nature: Get Outdoors     Kerri Lanaway & Vanessa Lee      "Meeting the Needs of the 21st Century Learner"   Corrie Macdonald        Sexual Health Education - Best Practice Methods  Jessica Wollen         L’autorégulation… par où commencer?   Nicolas Fortin   Breaking the Silence: Understanding and acting on LGBTQ issues in schools       Angela Gomez       Anyone Can Draw    Stephan Baker      Collaborating with Community Arts   Colleen Maybin      Poverty as a classroom issue    Werner Kopp         Strategies for discussing controversial issues  Amber Freer   Facilitator Lounge Capacity   110  110  110  30  30  20  20  80  30  30  40  )
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=10162,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 6, May/June 2003 BCTF Ad Hoc committee on gender issues by Murray Warren The focus on queer issues in education has taken on national significance as a result of the CTF’s initiative to establish an ad hoc committee on bisexual, gay, lesbian, transgender, and two-spirited* (BGLTT) issues. As one of the five-member committee, I represented the BCTF in Ottawa on March 23 and 24, 2003. The committee’s terms of reference are to: provide advice on long-term directions, strategies, and policy related to BGLTT issues in education. identify long-term strategies to advocate, promote, and support BGLTT initiatives and rights. develop networks between the CTF and member organizations. provide a report to the pre-AGM meeting of the CTF Board of Directors in July. The committee reviewed the programs and initiatives of member organizations around queer issues and reviewed and developed CTF policy for submission to next year’s AGM. We also reviewed the CTF’s new teacher resource entitled Seeing the Rainbow: Teachers Talk About Bisexual, Gay, Lesbian, Transgender, and Two-Spirited Realities, and developed strategies for how the resource could be promoted and used by teachers. The committee began working on proposals for how the CTF could become more actively involved in queer issues in education on a national level and how it might advocate on behalf of queer students, teachers, and parents. The committee’s next meeting is in Vancouver on the October provincial professional day. Murray Warren teaches at Blakeburn Elementary School, Coquitlam. *Two-spirited is a First Nations term for a person who had received a gift from the Creator, that gift being the privilege to house both male and female spirits in their bodies. Being given the gift of two-spirits meant that this individual had the ability to see the world from two perspectives at the same time. This greater vision was a gift to be shared with all, and as such, two-spirited beings were revered as leaders, mediators, teachers, artists, seers, and spiritual guides. They were treated with the greatest respect, and held important spiritual and ceremonial responsibilities. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=32281,BCTF News Releases  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources   For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development News Release Archives 2014  2013  2012    2011 2010  2009  2008 2007  2006  Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2014 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  March 6, 2014 BC teachers vote overwhelmingly in favour of job action A total of 26,051 teachers voted yes in a province-wide vote conducted March 4–6, 2014. In all, 29,301 teachers cast ballots, of whom 89% voted yes.   “With this vote, BC teachers have sent a very clear message to the BC government; it’s time to negotiate in good faith, take back the unreasonable proposals, and offer teachers a fair deal that also provides better support for students,” BCTF President Jim Iker said. In releasing the results, Iker stressed that there is no immediate action planned. “There will be no job action tomorrow, there will be no job action next week,” Iker said. “Teachers now have 90 days to activate the strike vote with some sort of action. There is no set timing for when we will begin. It will depend entirely on what is happening at the negotiating table and whether or not the government and employers’ association are prepared to be fair and reasonable. “BC teachers are committed to negotiating a deal at the table. That is our goal. The vote is about putting pressure on both sides to get an agreement. We will work very hard to get that negotiated settlement without any job action. A strike vote is a normal process in labour relations and helps apply pressure to both parties during negotiations.” If job action becomes necessary, Iker outlined that it will occur in stages, but any initial action will not: include immediate school closures or disruption for students ask teachers to stop participating in extracurricular activities affect report cards or communication with parents. Any initial job action will be administrative in nature and have no impact on student learning. If, at some point talks stall or government does not move on key areas, that initial job action could escalate into rotating strikes. Once again, it depends on events at the negotiating table. There will be no full-scale walk out as a result of this vote. Such action would require another province-wide vote of the BCTF membership. “Teachers voted so overwhelmingly in favour because the government has tabled unfair and unreasonable proposals that would undo the class size, class composition, and specialist teacher staffing levels we just won back in a BC Supreme Court Ruling,” said Iker. “The employer’s salary offer is also less than what was given to other public sector workers and ignores how far BC teachers have fallen behind their colleagues across Canada.” -  30  - For more information, contact Rich Overgaard, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell). Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=8218,BCTF News Releases  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources   For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development News Release Archives 2014  2013  2012    2011 2010  2009  2008 2007  2006  Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2006 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE April 28, 2006 War toys to be transformed into peace art  Many parents are concerned that today's children are inundated with violent toys, videos, and computer games. Teachers who share that concern are working on an innovative art project to transform war toys into peace art. Coquitlam teacher Susan Ruzic first consulted with parents, colleagues, and administrators before launching her appeal for students to donate war toys to create peace sculptures. "The children have responded enthusiastically," Ruzic said. "The toy donation box at our school is overflowing!" Ruzic is one of many local teachers volunteering on the International Peace Education Conference, which will take place June 25-27 as part of the World Peace Forum. Local artist Bill Thomson will work with students to create peace sculptures that will be displayed at the UBC Museum of Anthropology. Teachers are also being encouraged to pre-register their classes for workshops to transform their war toys into peace art. Workshops are being offered at the Museum of Anthropology on May 8, 9, 10 and June 20, 21, 22 and will be facilitated by artists, teachers, and MOA staff. (Space is limited and requires advance registration.) A selection of work made from the workshops or as classroom projects will be exhibited at the Museum of Anthropology from June 20, 2006. "This is an exciting opportunity to see how the toys can be transformed and to get students thinking about how they can make our world more peaceful today," Ruzic said. To learn more, please join us for a news conference: Monday, May 1, 2006 at 10:00 a.m. The Coquitlam Teachers' Association office #208 - 2502 St. John's Street, Port Moody, BC Coquitlam Mayor Maxine Wilson and Port Coquitlam Mayor Scott Young are both supporting the project and will attend the news conference, along with BCTF President Jinny Sims, Coquitlam Teachers' Association President Kathleen Thomson, and Jill Baird, curator of education at the Museum of Anthropology. For more information about the peace art project, please contact Jill Baird at 604-827-5618 or Susan Ruzic at 604-762-2806. For more information about the International Peace Education Conference, please contact Jane Turner at 604-871-1871. - 30 - Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2013/01/educators-and-enbridge.html?showComment=1361912535786,Staffroom Confidential: Educators and Enbridge Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, January 15, 2013 Educators and Enbridge There was some "controversy" earlier this year when the media (main stream) picked up a story about the BCTF producing teaching materials about the Enbridge pipeline. I use quotes because I don't really understand where the conflict in the story came from. I was interviewed on the day of the large rally in Victoria organized by Defend Our Coast and asked if I thought it was apppropriate for the BCTF to produce materials with a point of view. Given that corporations and interest groups routinely produce teaching materials that are biased, I see no problem so long as the teacher uses a variety of sources, and this is precisely what the BCTF intended and even recommended. So where was the controversy? Like many British Columbians, many teachers and educators are very concerned and aware of the issues related to the pipeline, tankers, the tar sands and climate change.  I noticed that at the Victoria Enbridge hearings, two recently retired teachers from the Victoria school district and one Victoria School Trustee (Diane McNally) gave presentations expressing their opposition to the project. Former teacher Janet Simpson expressed her exasperation with a hearing process so limited in producing any thorough or meaningful exploration of ideas: "...what I have is 10 minutes, only ten minutes to try to express the magnitude of what we are going to lose. 10 minutes to attempt in vain to stop us from careening down a path that will result in 10 decades of environmental devastation.  10 minutes to urge you to look beyond the short-sighted false economy that the tar sands and its related projects are creating. 10 minutes to ask why we have learned nothing about value-added resource extraction from our habit of selling raw logs. 10 minutes to point out what an incredible insult this is to every First Nation. 10 minutes to stress the value inherent in a fossil fuel and the folly in squandering it all in such a destructive way. 10 minutes to question why we should all pay such a huge price for Alberta’s diminishing prospects for sales of its polluting tar sand oil in the U.S. 10 minutes to remind you of the two major earthquakes within a recent month span and the effect of another one and its accompanying tsunami on supertankers moving down Kitimat inlet.  How prepared can we possibly be for the chaos that would result if simultaneous disasters occurred?  How much attention would one pipeline break gushing millions of gallons of oil into a remote, pristine river system get?" Beyond viewing these issues as political/environmental concerns, teachers also take a pedagogical interest in the natural environment and teaching and learning. I was very interested to read this fall about a new Kindergarden program in Sooke based almost wholly in the outdoors, and the similar program in the Gulf Islands. World-wide, there is an educational movement stressing the importance of children just simply spending time in nature and organizing curricula around one's immediate environment.  Research indicates that there are a myriad of potential benefits, including behavioural, academic and simply an appreciation for our natural surroundings and our collective responsibility as stewards of the earth. (See, for example, http://www.psychologytoday.com/blog/people-in-nature/200809/how-nature-can-transform-education.) The Enbridge hearings are a very teachable moment - for students, for schools, and for all of society. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 4:25 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 2 comments: AnonymousFebruary 26, 2013 at 1:02 PM Why was there controversy surrounding the BCTF "teaching material" on the Enbridge Pipeline? There was controversy because that material was nothing more than propaganda designed to impact the minds of young, impressionable people who look up to their teachers as sources of good information. The BCTF logo itself showing up in BC schools crosses the line. Highly biased left-wing propaganda showing up in BC schools takes things to a whole other level. ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeFebruary 26, 2013 at 4:07 PM Practically every teaching material in schools these days has a logo and most of them are corporate. Sex ed videos made by Kotex, Financial planning from VISA are just two that I've seen. The BCTF materials would be used along with materials representing alternative points of view - as any lesson materials are. There are plenty of materials available from oil companies and environmental organizations. Why shouldn't a union produce something representing their point of view? Delete Reply Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ▼  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ▼  January (2) Data representation in Achievement Reports Educators and Enbridge ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11004&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2002 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 14, Number 7, May/June 2002 Canadian and Mexican teachers confront the same agenda In August 2001, a small group of Surrey Teachers’ Association and Vancouver Secondary Teachers’ Association members journeyed to Mexico to fulfill part of the STA’s Mexico Twinning Committee’s goal of getting to know, personally, its sister union—Section 9, the Mexico City Elementary School Teachers’ Union. We were all profoundly affected by the experience. During our two-week stay, we made many observations and generalizations: Mexicans see a clear connection between increasing inequality and NAFTA. Mexican teachers realize the need for co-operation between our unions. The Zapatista Revolution was started on the day that NAFTA came into fruition—January 1, 1994. Slogans and posters like "NAFTA means the Death of Indigenous Peoples" resonated strongly. The prices of basic groceries (in Mexico) have risen to approximately equal Canadian prices, while wages have generally fallen over the last decade. The future of the Mexico Twinning Project We visited Section 9, which includes 58,000 members, who are teachers and administrators. We visited four elementary schools and two preschools. In Mexican schools, the teachers are well respected. We should build strong links with Mexican teachers, and after seven years of NAFTA, we shouldn’t delay! It’s important that in building our movement together, we not think in terms of North-to-South charity. There are real benefits for both Canadian and Mexican unions. We can politicize, sensitize, and mobilize our members through direct personal experience. We can learn from the decision-making process in Mexican teachers’ meetings. Mexican teachers can benefit from Canadian funding for projects such as "Women in Leadership," and "Non-sexist Curriculum" workshops. We all benefit from feeling we are not alone in our struggles for dignity in our work, fair salaries, and bargaining rights. We feel real solidarity! In 1999, we stepped in at a crucial moment with international pressure through letter-writing and faxing officials to help the CNTE, Section 9, demand that their jailed comrades be released. In turn, they are willing to plan protests at the Canadian Embassy in Mexico City to support our right to strike. Because the steely spirit of Mexican teachers has been forged in the heat of life-or-death confrontations with the powers in Mexico, they can clearly see the direction that neo-liberalism and globalization is taking all of us. Perhaps this relationship will help Canadian teachers to see more clearly the threats conservative policies pose to public education. We want to increase the numbers of B.C. teachers who have direct experience with the inspiring struggle of the teachers in Mexico. We want to maintain and perhaps expand the important international solidarity work of the BCTF. Get your local organized, and join us next summer for a trip that could change the way you see the world. – Julia McRae The suffering of the people in Mexico Seventy percent of the Mexican people live within the marginal or fringe economy. This means that 70% either receive minimum wages of $8 US a day or earn even less by resorting to street vending or begging as their only source of income. Fifteen years ago, thriving on a low income was a way of life; adaptations were made while the people became resourceful community builders. However, today, thanks to recent trade agreements and the selling out of the country’s resources and land, that income is matched against a cost of living similar to yours and mine. As a result, families are displaced as fathers pursue an income in nearby American resort towns, American border factories, or as undocumented workers in the U.S.A. Increasingly, children are forced onto the streets to supplement the family income, sacrificing their education and any hope of improving their standard of living. Yes, they have Coke in every rural village but no drinking water. Yes, they have choices that the big box stores offer, but no cash, only coupons that come in the form of wages, forcing them to choose costly items over their local markets. And, yes they have access to American TV programs to ensure that the consumer dream is inculcated. The anguish suffered by the poor of Mexico is hidden from us. It isn’t written about on the front pages of newspapers. The flow of information is controlled by the media conglomerates. Sadly, many Mexican people have learned to accept their lot in life, blaming themselves for their pitiable lifestyle rather than the oppressive system. – Dianne Dunsmore Comparative observations B.C. Mexico Average salary $50,000 $12,000 teaching two shifts Decreasing funding Decreasing funding AOs and teachers belong to separate associations AOs and teachers belong to the same union Decreasing resource money Lack of resources in general Lack of teaching facilities, e.g., tutors in change rooms Converting houses to accommodation schools School-funded photocopying Photocopying at teachers’ expense Subsidized breakfast programs Subsidized breakfast programs Term-specific contracts Short-term contracts common Shortage of TOCs No TOCs for absences One-year maternity leave Three-month maternity leave Prep time in collective agreements No prep time during the day PAC fundraising for materials PAC groups pay for computer & science labs Exclusive corporate contracts requiring logo displays Corporate sponsorship with contracts School funds for materials and supplies Teacher often purchases chalk, shelves, desks, chairs, etc. Mandatory schooling K-15 years High quality public preschool for three to five years of age Low drop-out rate High drop-out rate after Grade 6 because of schooling costs Libraries in most schools Lack of books or no library at all School gym PE in school courtyard School renovations and additions when board decides Additions only when enough PAC funds are raised Trends toward privatization, charter schools, erosion of public schools' high stadards Upper class attends private schools; public schools neglected   Constant sightings of billboard advertisements for private schools – Derek Imai)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=25056,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 4, January/February 2012   Smartphones dehumanize users  By Joy Penner   As the push for cutting-edge technology in the classroom grows, and the available resources shrink, educators are looking for ways to exploit what is available without depleting valuable resources. This is where the smartphone can add value, but the question needs to be asked, “Is it a value we want to promote?” Smartphones have been around since 1993 (Reed 2010). IBM’s Simon was the first smartphone, affordable only to industries. Subsequently Palm, Nokia, and Blackberry each developed their own versions. In 2007, Apple introduced the iPhone to the mass market. Today, the smartphone continues to develop with the introduction of android—open sourcing technology. Essentially smartphones are mobile computers, and as such they have great implications for education. Traditionally, administrators and teachers have fought hard to keep phones out of schools, with offenders being punished. Concerns are many—distraction, cheating, Wi-Fi funding, privacy, equitable access, and politics. Proponents cite as many positive outcomes—promotes interest and interaction, no training required, no technical support needed, relatively inexpensive, kids take charge of their own learning, and utilizes students preferred mode of communication. In a recent poll, students considered banned technology to be the biggest obstacle to learning (Project Tomorrow 2010). While technological determinists will continue to battle over the positive and negative effects of the use of smartphones in the classroom, here I will briefly consider some psychological and sociological issues. Firstly, what does the designation smartphone imply? If the phone is smart, what of the user? If our students use smartphones, does this infer that they have eschewed “smartness” in favour of a brain that dominates their brain? And what are the psychological implications for the many who find smartphones too “smart” for them? If we assume that the user is smart and dominates the tool, what are we to make of the dehumanizing effects of this tool? Students send on average, 80 texts per day (Haffner 2009). To be efficient, well–crafted writing is avoided in favour of “text-speak.” Here is proof of a motivating factor and educational value, because in a remarkably short time, students become fluent (unlike any language course) in this second language. New Zealand caught onto its “educational value” when in 2006 its Qualification Authority allowed students to answer their national exams in “text-speak.” Ironically, principals are now questioning this decision, especially as it relates to English exams. Students may also text in full sentences but the “smart” tool auto-correct often controls the words, resulting in rude, unintended comments. Smartphone use has also led to a decline in judgment, followed by health. Students have, in the name of communication, given up their ability to think wisely in terms of what is harmful to them. Physicians and psychologists are now concerned over the increase of texting, which is leading “to anxiety, distraction in school, falling grades, repetitive stress injury (Blackberry Thumb), and sleep deprivation” (Haffner 2009). So while the use of smartphones in the classroom sounds reasonable to many, it is also a tool that dehumanizes. A student hunched over her/his phone, thumbs rapidly moving over the keyboard, texts issuing forth akin to grunts, feels like a step down the evolutionary chain in terms of actions and intelligence. There are valid uses for the smartphone in education, but we must certainly consider carefully all the ramifications of using this technology in our classrooms and take steps to avoid fostering dehumanized users. Joy Penner, master’s student, UBC  References: APA. (2006). Officials: Students can use 'text speak' on tests.. USA Today. Retrieved on October 5, 2011 from http://www.usatoday.com/news/offbeat/2006-11-13-text-speak_x.htm   Haffner, Katie. (2009, May 25). Texting may be taking its toll. New York Times. Retrieved on October 6, 2011 from http://www.nytimes.com/2009/05/26/health/26teen.html   Project Tomorrow (2010). Creating our future: Students speak up about their vision for 21st century learning. Retrieved from http://www.tomorrow.org/speakup/pdfs/SU09NationalFindingsStudents&Parents.pdf   Reed, Brad. (2010). A brief history of smart phone. Retrieved from http://www.pcworld.com/article/199243/a_brief_history_of_smartphones.html   Smith, Mandy. (2006). Principals oppose text language in exams. New Zealand Herald. Retrieved from http://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/news/article.cfm?c_id=1&objectid=10409902   Smyth, T. (2011). Smartphones in the classroom: Are we ready? In Proceedings of Global TIME 2011 (pp. 54-57). AACE. Retrieved on September 27, 2011 from http://www.editlib.org/p/37056    Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "#FunFriday Fact: #BC has the highest small business employment in Canada. October is Small Business Month! Check out: http://t.co/20bcLmlvFP" @bcliberals - 03:55pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8026,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 6, April 2005 Voici les raisons qui ont conduit les enseignants de la C.-B. à prendre part à l’élection du 17 mai Engagement en faveur de l’enseignement public 1. Les enseignants participent à l’élection provinciale en vue d’élire des Membres de l’Assemblée législative qui militeront pour l’importance, les avantages et les réussites de l’enseignement public, • qui reconnaissent le rôle crucial de l’enseignement public dans l’édification d’une société démocratique, égalitaire et juste ; • et qui soutiennent les principes et idéaux énoncés dans la Charte de l’enseignement public. L’école publique de quartier constitue le cœur de la communauté : c’est là que se réunissent parents et élèves pour célébrer les succès des élèves et partager des idées en vue de constituer des communautés plus solides encore. Chacun est accueilli à bras ouverts et se sent accepté. Un système d’enseignement public à la fois solide et stable est à l’avantage de tous. Nos élèves méritent notre soutien. 2. Nous participons afin d’élire des Membres de l’Assemblée législative qui amélioreront et stabiliseront le financement pour permettre aux écoles d’enseignement public de posséder les avantages suivants : • des programmes adaptés aux besoins de tous les élèves ; • un niveau de personnel suffisant pour ces programmes ; • des limites de taille de classe appropriées pour les sujets enseignés et les installations disponibles. Depuis 2001, 113 écoles publiques ont fermé leurs portes, plus de 2 500 postes d’enseignement ont été perdus, moins de soutien est disponible pour les élèves ayant des besoins particuliers et le nombre d’enseignants spécialistes a diminué. De plus grandes classes, moins d’options et moins de soutien rendent la tâche de satisfaire les besoins individuels d’élèves plus difficile pour les enseignants. Nos élèves méritent mieux ! 3. Nous participons à l’élection des Membres de l’Assemblée législative qui respecteront les droits professionnels des enseignants et les droits des employés, • en soutenant les droits professionnels des enseignants de prendre des décisions en matière d’éducation dans l’intérêt de leurs élèves; • et en soutenant le droit à une négociation collective complète comprenant le droit de négocier des conditions d’apprentissage et de travail. Les enseignants ont de fortes connaissances professionnelles et un intérêt profond pour leurs élèves. La voix des enseignants doit être entendue et leurs droits doivent être respectés. Les conventions collectives des enseignants garantissaient les conditions d’apprentissage des élèves. La perte des droits acquis imposée par le gouvernement a supprimé des protections et, en résultat, les conditions d’apprentissage se sont détériorées. Nos élèves méritent mieux. 4. Nous participons à l’élection des Membres de l’Assemblée législative qui reconnaîtront l’importance de la contribution des parents à l’éducation de leur enfant • en soutenant un dialogue ouvert et empreint de respect entre enseignants et parents ; • en acceptant chaleureusement les parents comme défenseurs de leurs enfants et d’un enseignement public de qualité. Les parents et les enseignants forment un partenariat dans l’enseignement public. Il est à l’avantage de nos enfants de collaborer ensemble à l’école pour défendre leurs intérêts. Quand le gouvernement essaie de créer une barrière entre parents et enseignants, nous y perdons tous. Nos élèves méritent mieux. Les principes de l’engagement à l’enseignement public ont été adoptés par l’Assemblée des représentantes et représentants du printemps 2004. Pour vous inscrire : www.electionsbc.ca Pour de plus amples renseignements : www.bctf.ca/worthspeakingoutfor Vous désirez vous impliquer, communiquez avec votre syndicat local. Le 17 mai, faites-vous entendre en allant voter. Synopsis: Translation of the BCTF brochure "Here is why B.C.’s teachers are involved in the May 17 election: Commitment to Public Education" Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Touring a natural gas drilling rig with @MLA Mike Bernier, and Brian from EnCana http://t.co/AifdJ4H07b" @Teresa_Wat - 06:01pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=30590&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2013 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 26, Number 1, September 2013   Classified advertising  TRAVEL/VACATION SOUTH OF FRANCE villa in lively, lovely market town of Limoux. 4 bdrms. 2 bath. Sleeps 8. All mod cons. Near lake and river swimming and historic Carcassonne. Great rates. Deep discounts for long-term, off-season. www.southoffrancerental.com  FRANCE Ultimate vacations, privately owned, beautiful furn. 1 bdrm. central Paris. Wkly/mthly. 604-738-1876, 604-879-4936, irene.roland@gmail.com, www.ultimateparis.com  MAUI, KIHEI Privately owned, fully furn. 2 bdrm, 2 bath condo, across from Kamaole Beaches. Great complex, Great location. 250-598-6955. FRANCE Alsace and Vosges Mountains, 3 bdrm. heritage house on wine route, furnished, modern kitchen, 45 min. from Germany, 35 min. from Switzerland. C$550/wk., mano936@gmail.com  ENGLAND The Cotswolds, cottage suitable for two people. Gorgeous, country walks and history at your doorstep. Email: lynette@coulter.plus.com  PUERTO VALLARTA Bright, clean, quiet, 1 bdrm., 2 blks from beach, downtown, $350/wk., $895/mo. (May-Oct.), $1,395/mo. (Nov.–April). 604-608-4268, dbemc@hotmail.com  GULF ISLANDS Deluxe waterfront cottage, 1 bd./sleeps 4, winter and summer rates, call Alma 250-629-3008, www.ainsliepointcottage.com  QUADRA ISLAND waterfront beach cabin or studio-suite. gfalck@twincomm.ca, http://eagle-viewvacationaccommodations.vpweb.ca 1-250-285-3682 FRANCE Alsace wineroute near Strasbourg, large 2 bdrm. apartment. Balcony overlooking river, beamed ceilings, much charm. Contact morrow.gr@gmail.com  GREECE charming, 1 bdrm. apartment on Mediterranean Sea. Fully equipped, including air conditioning. Contact morrow.gr@gmail.com  MEXICO sun and surf off the beaten track! Furnished 3-bdrm house, walled garden, pool, close to beach in Puerto Escondido, Oaxaca. Available: October, November 2013, March, April, 2014. Shoulder-season rates. kukulkan@pacificcoast.net  BAJA San Jose Del Cabo Mexico: Privately owned, fully furnished 1 bdrm. condo on the Punta Sur Golf Course (6th tee) Ocean view. Wkly/mtly. 604-626-8523, eleanoreelton@gmail.com or VRBO #461431 for pics. PUERTO VALLARTA 2 bdrm. condo rental, bfoog13@hotmail.com  MAUI Great S Kihei location, 1 bdrm. with ocean view, across from great beachs. For more information 209-599-5248 or www.maui342.com   FOR RENT/EXCHANGE VANCOUVER Clean, bright, quiet, centrally located condos at Robson & Bute, 1 bdrm. weekly/monthly rates. 604-608-4268, dbemc@hotmail.com  VANCOUVER ISLAND HOUSE $1,000/mo. Beautiful ocean view, level entry, on a quiet acreage in the country. 2 bdrms both with large closets. Fridge, stove. Storage room, washer, dryer in basement. Ample parking for boat or RV. Close to beaches and boat launch. In "Sunny Saltair," Ladysmith. Teacher landlord looking for teacher, retired or not, to enjoy the place! Contact saltairsound@gmail.com   MISCELLANEOUS SCHOOL TATOOS temporary tattoos printed with your school’s art. 1000 Tattoos $129, Free Graphic Service and Free Tattoo Proof .Website: www.schooltattoos.ca, E-mail: info@schooltattoos.ca or call (613) 567-2636. VOICE LESSONS White Rock area. Ivy Charyna, SD#36 Music and Drama teacher. ivycharyna@gmail.com 604-817-7174. TEACHERS’ TUTORING SERVICE is looking for qualified high school teachers for one-to-one in-home tutoring in all areas of Metro Vancouver. Teachers must be BC Ministry of Education certified. For more information and to apply online, visit our "Join Our Service" page at www.tutor.bc.ca. TTS is a non-profit society. VARIETY–THE CHILDREN’S CHARITY Working with children is your passion. Leaving a legacy to Variety in your Will for BC’s kids is your gift of a lifetime. There are estate planning benefits too. Contact Peter Chipman or Paul Spelliscy for information. Toll free 310-KIDS (5437) or 604-320-0505 or e-mail peter.chipman@variety.bc.ca  FOR SALE White Rock, BC. Top floor (3rd), S/W corner. 3 bdrms. Over 1600 sq. ft. Crowns. Full kitchen with leaded doors. Grande master bdrm with full bath, walk-in closet, electric f/p. & deck. Full guest bath. En-suite laundry. Large, glassed-in, main balcony. Appliances. Two car park. 8 x10 storage. Near Semiahmoo Mall, transportation and beach. No pets. 55+, $399,000. For sale by owner. email: comrad@shaw.ca   PSYCHOLOGICAL ASSISTANCE. Drs. Peter Williamson and Robert Wilson, registered psychologists, are seeking referrals from professionals who are experiencing personal or work-related distress. We specialize in relationship problems, depression and anxiety and have a long history of working with educators. For details on our backgrounds, please visit www.rfwilsonpsychologist.com, or www.couples911.org, or referrals can be made directly by calling 604-341-3741 (Dr. Williamson) or 604-831-7792 (Dr. Wilson). LOVE HORNBY? Prefer sharing costs? 1/3 ownership opportunity in a lovely 3 bdrm. house, 1 1/2 blk. from Galleon Beach with two teachers as partners. Only $129,000. Contact Coast Realty Hornby, 1-888-335-1720.  )
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media last tweet "" @ - 12:00am Follow @ last post "" facebook/ - Jan 1st Like Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=19536,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 1, September 2009  Taking action on Aboriginal issues within the BCTF By Christine Stewart The education of Aboriginal children in BC and Canada has been and continues to be a topic of great concern and debate for Aboriginal people and, in fact, all involved with Aboriginal education. This is Part 1 of a paper addressing some of the work of the BCTF Aboriginal Education Advisory Committee in dealing with the education of Aboriginal children and bringing their concerns into the policy process of the BCTF. Part 1 will focus on the committee’s response to the troubling issues of accountability for specially allocated Aboriginal Education targeted funds and the use of standardized assessments to measure the growth of our children and to rank schools according to success on these assessments. Part 2, which will be printed in the October 2009 issue of Teacher, will turn to the broader question of how committees like this one work on Aboriginal Education within the greater context of Social Justice Unionism. Targeted funds and standardized tests For a couple of years now, the Aboriginal Education Advisory Committee (AEAC) has been working on the issue of program assessment. In 2007, the committee, made up of teacher members of the BCTF, adopted a professional statement on monetary assessment, one that was later endorsed by the BCTF at its 2008 Annual General Meeting. We’ll look at this statement at the end of this section, but it needs a bit of an introduction to understand it within its political context. Despite the fact that there is so much to be explored in the area of Aboriginal education, we find that the issue of accountability is front and centre. One reason for this myopic exploration, strangely enough, is the way in which Aboriginal funding is used (or not used as the case may be) to enhance the education of Aboriginal children. In British Columbia, the provincial Ministry of Education provides school districts with designated Aboriginal education funds to be spent on self-identified Aboriginal students. Since 1984, there has been and continues to be an annual ongoing challenge to the way these funds have been allocated combined with demands to ensure the funds are spent appropriately. In many school districts this work has meant getting the message through to district staff, administrators, and school trustees that this money is meant to enhance Aboriginal education of Aboriginal students and not meant to be extra funding on top of the same per capita funding a district receives for all students. With continuing provincial cutbacks in school funding, this is not easy task. According to the BCTF AEAC minutes and various unpublished reports, it was left up to each district to be use the money for Aboriginal students on what they felt was needed. And often these funds paid for items that would not be used by Aboriginal students—to carpet floors, for example, or to buy computers for schools. The funds don’t always go this way. In Vancouver for example, Aboriginal education money was used to hire First Nation School support workers and staff to work in Aboriginal alternate programs. It was also used to provide district Aboriginal youth and family workers and it was used to pay for training all Vancouver School Board (VSB) staff in Feuerstein Instrumental Enrichment (FIE)—a program designed to meet the needs of students who have experienced trauma in their communities. The legacy of residential schools has caused great intergenerational trauma in the lives of Aboriginal people and FIE is one useful course of action to help Aboriginal children be successful in the Vancouver public education system. The idea was that all teachers in the VSB would be trained in FIE and this training in turn would facilitate change in how teachers teach Aboriginal children. While many teachers in the VSB received trained in FIE, unfortunately only a few use FIE in their classes. While under the leadership of Lorna Williams in the VSB, the targeted money was spent well, but this is mostly an exception. Few BC school districts used the funding with a similar ethical brush. In fact, there are many narratives of how Aboriginal money was misallocated not only for things like carpets or regular texts, but even to supplement the salary of administrative staff. Aboriginal leaders and their community, of course, wanted some kind of accounting for the money specifically allocated for Aboriginal students. After a great deal of struggle, a system of audits had been set up by the Ministry to check on whether the funds were actually being spent on an enhanced programs for Aboriginal students. We have yet to see how successful this accounting will be. But now that accountability is the new watchword for Aboriginal funding, we find that it is being applied much more aggressively to Aboriginal education as a whole—and with much more destructive impact. Accountability is important, of course, both for funding and for the quality of education. Public education is responsible for our children five days a week, 10 months of the year and we need to know how the schools are doing. However, the question arises about what are valid ways that the ministry can know whether the schools are succeeding? Since the late 1990s, the Ministry of Education has used census-level standardized testing as a major aspect of accountability for public education as a whole. Previously, it had used sample testing, along with a number of other forms of inquiry, to assess how curriculum was being implemented and what changes need to take place. The ministry-defined accountability process adopted the Foundation Skills Assessments (FSA)—a test given annually to all Grade 4 and 7 students at the same time across BC. The Aboriginal community is not united in its response to FSA testing. During the debate on the FSA, for example, a spokesperson for Aboriginal band-operated schools stated Aboriginal people need to know how their children are doing in BC schools and claimed that the FSA would show that. The FSA is also not opposed by most of the education partner organizations in the Aboriginal community, though these organizations also argue that, at most, the FSA is a single snap shot and not the full story on how our children are doing in BC public schools. The BCTF, however, has opposed the FSA from its beginnings and has often been demonized in the media where there is little trust in what the BCTF has been saying about the FSA. During the early days of the FSA, Aboriginal students were often exempt from taking the test. As is often the case, when high stakes are placed on test results, schools tend to excuse those who will bring down school scores from taking the tests. If there is any consistent finding in education research, it is that performance in school and success in tests is closely tied to the socio-economic status of the families of students, with school programs providing only a small contribution. Aboriginal people in Canada have been socially marginalized historically, have often lived in poverty, and had their cultures denigrated and denied as well, particularly through the residential school experience. It is hardly a surprise, then, that Aboriginal students as a whole have not succeeded in school. It does not require a standardized test to figure that out. Nor can the school alone be expected to make significant improvements for Aboriginal students. That requires many parts of the society, business and government, along with the schools create the social changes necessary. The FSA tests have become a flashpoint, at least partially, by the way they are used by the Fraser Institute, a right–wing think tank situated in British Columbia. The Fraser Institute each year produces a report card on schools, ranking them according to test results primarily. This produces a situation where schools with large Aboriginal populations end up on the bottom in the report, even if there are positive programs to support and encourage Aboriginal students. This was demonstrated in a CBC documentary that went to the school the Fraser Institute named as the worst school in BC. The report showed the extensive work that was being done in the school to support the success of the Aboriginal students. The FSA tests have some significant defenders in the First Nations communities. The First Nations Education Steering Committee, a provincial organization of representatives from many First Nations groups, has supported the tests from the beginning. They said that Aboriginal children were not succeeding in school and they wanted the test to show this in order to get action to improve the school experience for their children. The BC Representative for Children and Youth, Mary Ellen Turpal-Lafond has also spoken out in support of the tests. When challenged, she has said that she supports the test since it is the only concrete measure that we have, not because she thinks it is the best way of identifying the problems and getting them addressed. Mary Ellen Turpal-Lafond has met with the Federation in-house officers and the BCTF AEAC and discussed the issue of FSA testing and has agreed to work on some joint assessment research projects. The BCTF AEAC has taken quite a different approach. This is clear in its statement of professional concern, which was endorsed by the BCTF 2008 Annual General Meeting Professional statement That the AEAC of the BCTF strongly opposes the overuse of standardized testing. We believe the misuse and overuse of standardized testing further discriminates against Aboriginal children and reinforces negative stereotypes. We believe paper and pen testing does not acknowledge the gifts of our children. We believe this is a colonial tool that perpetuates negative feelings and undermines our children’s ability to learn. We believe there is a problem and more testing will not address our children’s needs. We believe our children are entitled to equity of outcomes. We believe that we need to focus on the strategies and solutions to help Aboriginal children. Supporting statement t has become increasingly essential for the Aboriginal Education Advisory Committee to take this professional stand. The professional statement is an attempt to address supposedly benign assessment to identify the need for a quality education for Aboriginal children in BC. The mythology of testing is that tests are at the root of, and reinforce, the unequal status of Aboriginal people and their children. These tests were developed by men dedicated to proving the presumed inferiority of Aboriginal people, women, and a host of other people deemed inferior. The form of testing used on all children, Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal, identifies the lower class or underprivileged. Hidden in testing is the link to capitalism and the erosion of higher education and the public school system. Christine Stewart teaches at Britannia Secondary School, Vancouver, and is a member-at-large, BCTF Executive Committee. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=19896,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 2, October 2009  Looking back By Chris Bocking 70 years ago The sponsors of education are weeping at the Wailing Wall, for it is known that the many youth in our land are as backward in reading as were the gentry of the Dark Ages. Many students seeking admission to the university have a reading ability commensurate with the sixth grade. A few of us predicted long years ago that this would occur, but we were called croakers then. It was decided that children were reading too slowly, perhaps only a word at a time. So Silent Reading was introduced on high authority and the teachers loved it, for they silently watched as the children ran their eyes over the pages to see which could finish first. The average teacher forgot that it is not the eye that reads, but the mind.  – October 1939, The BC Teacher  50 years ago Whereas it is our opinion that over-crowded classrooms have a detrimental effect on the efficiency of teachers and the achievement of pupils; Be it resolved that the Federation adopt as policy, and urge the Department of Education to recognize, the following limitations on elementary class sizes: (a) That for an average teaching situation the maximum class be 30 pupils (b) That in the primary grades the maximum class be 25 pupils. Department of Education reply: The maxima suggested in the resolution would seem totally unrealistic.  – Sept./Oct. 1959, The BC Teacher 30 years ago A teacher’s interaction with the class in the first few weeks of school determines, in large measure, how they will work together for the rest of the year. It is during this crucial time that either a negative or a positive pattern is established. If the pattern is a negative one, it becomes very difficult to break, and daily confrontations become a way of life. One of the techniques I have found to work well in establishing a positive pattern is positive phrasing. – Sept./Oct. 1979, The BC Teacher 10 years ago On a daily basis we come face to face with a sad little secret in Canada: childhood poverty. It’s thought that since we don’t have the movie version of poverty, with crippled children begging in the streets, we don’t have poverty, but that ignores the reality that Canada’s childhood poverty rate is officially a crippling 20.5%. One child in five lives below the low-income cut-off of Statistics Canada that is typically considered the poverty line for industrialized countries. Our children don’t beg on the streets because, as an industrialized country, we force their parents to beg in the welfare offices. – Oct. 1999, Teacher newsmagazine Chris Bocking, Keating Elementary School, Saanich Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/glenhansman/status/515523828009943040,Glen Hansman on Twitter: ".@Janfra2 Have you year Regie Routman speak before? She's the keynote at @BCPrimaryTeach http://t.co/Pkp6WtZuXe . #psaday #bced" টুইটার অনুসন্ধান অনুসন্ধান টুইটার খুঁজুন সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ ভাষা : বাংলা. हिन्दी Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন টুইটার-এ নতুন ? আজই যোগদান করুন » সাইন ইন করুন ফোন, ইমেল বা ব্যবহারকারীর নাম পাসওয়ার্ড সাইন ইন আমাকে মনে রাখুন পাসওয়ার্ড ভুলে গেছেন? ইতিমধ্যে আপনি কি টেক্সট বার্তার মাধ্যমে টুইটার ব্যবহার করছেন? Glen Hansman ‏ @glenhansman ২৬ সেপ্টেম্বর Hi @Janfra2 - Lots to choose from at @BCPrimaryteach Fall Conference - Oct 24 http://ow.ly/BXbfZ  What would you recommend this #psaday? সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Janine Fraser ‏ @Janfra2 ২৬ সেপ্টেম্বর @glenhansman @BCPrimaryTeach I know Im going to have a hard time choosing who to see as they are all amazing! #bced #psaday2014 #bctf সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট অনুসরণ অনুসরণ করা কর্মসমূহ:অনুসরণ না করা অবরুদ্ধ অবরোধ মুক্ত মুলতুবি বাতিল Glen Hansman ‏ @glenhansman ২৬ সেপ্টেম্বর . @Janfra2 Have you year Regie Routman speak before? She's the keynote at @BCPrimaryTeach http://ow.ly/BXbfZ  . #psaday #bced প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট পুনঃটুইট ১ ৮:৩০ পূর্বাহ্ণ - ২৬ সেপ্টেম্বর, ২০১৪ Janine Fraser ‏ @Janfra2 ২৬ সেপ্টেম্বর @glenhansman I read her recent book Literacy and Learning Lessons & was inspired. Guaranteed to be inspired at @BCPrimaryTeach #psaday #bced সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Glen Hansman ‏ @glenhansman ২৬ সেপ্টেম্বর . @Janfra2 Other sessions you're excited about at @BCPrimaryTeach conference? I've been reading about Sooke Nature K program. #psaday #bced সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Janine Fraser ‏ @Janfra2 ২৬ সেপ্টেম্বর @glenhansman @BCPrimaryTeach Self reg is such a relevant topic & Colleen Politano will share hands on,useful activities to try #bced #psaday সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Janine Fraser ‏ @Janfra2 ২৬ সেপ্টেম্বর @glenhansman @BCPrimaryTeach Sooke's program is amazing!Get outside and enhance cognitive,physical,social & emotional skills #psaday #bced সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Glen Hansman থেকে কোন আপডেট মিস্ করবেন না © 2014 টুইটার সম্বন্ধে সহায়তা বিজ্ঞপ্তি তথ্য বন্ধ মিডিয়াটিকে চিহ্নিত করুন এটি ইতিমধ্যে সংবেদনশীল কন্টেন্ট ধারণকারী হিসাবে চিহ্নিত হয়েছে। পতাকা তুলুন এটি সম্ভাব্যরূপে অবৈধ বিষয়বস্তুর ধারণকারী হিসেবে। সমর্পণ করা বাতিল মিডিয়াকে চিহ্নিত করা সম্পর্কে আরো জানুন খারিজ বন্ধ পূর্ববর্তী পরবর্তী বন্ধ একজন ব্যক্তির প্রোফাইলে যান সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ বন্ধ আপনার অনুসরণকারীদের এই পুনঃটুইটটি পাঠাবেন? বাতিল পুনঃটুইট বন্ধ আপনি কি নিশ্চিত যে এই টুইট মুছে দিতে চান? বাতিল মুছে ফেলুন বন্ধ রোধ করন বাতিল রোধ করন আপনার টুইটসমুহে একটি অবস্থান যুক্ত করুন যখন একটি অবস্থানের সঙ্গে আপনার টুইট করেন, টুইটার সেই অবস্থান সংরক্ষণ করে। প্রত্যেক টুইটের আগে আপনি আপনার অবস্থান চালু / বন্ধ করতে পারেন, এবং যে কোনও সময় আপনি আপনার অবস্থানের ইতিহাস মুছে ফেলতে পারেন। আরো জানুন অবস্থান চালু করুন এখন নয় স্থান বন্ধ করুন বন্ধ প্রোফাইল সারসংক্ষেপ বন্ধ আপনার তালিকাসমূহ বন্ধ একটি নতুন তালিকা তৈরি করুন নাম তালিকা বিবরণ 100 অক্ষরের কম, ঐচ্ছিক তালিকাসমূহ:গোপনীয়তা সাধারণ · যে কেউ এই তালিকা অনুসরণ করতে পারেন ব্যক্তিগত · শুধুমাত্র আপনিই এই তালিকায় প্রবেশ করতে পারবেন তালিকা সংরক্ষণ করুন বন্ধ বন্ধ এই টুইট স্থাপিত কর আপনার নীচের ওয়েবসাইটে কোডটি অনুলিপি দ্বারা এই টুইট যোগ করুন * আরও জানুন হুম, সার্ভারে পৌঁছনোর একটি সমস্যা ছিল। পরে আবার চেষ্টা করবেন? প্রকৃত টুইট অন্তর্ভুক্ত করুন অন্তর্ভুক্ত মিডিয়া প্রাকদর্শন বন্ধ টুইটারে নিবন্ধন করুন টুইটারে নেই? নিবন্ধন করুন, আপনির পছন্দের বিষয়গুলির সাথে যুক্ত হন, এবং তাদের বিষয়ে হালনাগাদ পান। একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন » বন্ধ দুটি উপায় (প্রেরণ এবং গ্রহণ) শর্ট কোড: দেশ কোড গ্রাহকদের জন্য মার্কিন যুক্তরাষ্ট্র 40404 (যে কোন) কানাডা 21212 (যে কোন) যুক্তরাজ্য 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM হাইতি 40404 Digicel, Voila আয়ারল্যান্ড 51210 Vodafone, O2 ভারত 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance ইন্দোনেশিয়া 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » অন্য দেশসমুহের এসএসএস সংক্ষিপ্ত কোড দেখুন বন্ধ নিশ্চিতকরণ)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media last tweet "" @ - 12:00am Follow @ last post "" facebook/ - Jan 1st Like Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=16600,BCTF News Releases  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources   For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development News Release Archives 2014  2013  2012    2011 2010  2009  2008 2007  2006  Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2008 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE October 16, 2008 BC Teachers' Federation launches new ad campaign  The BC Teachers’ Federation launched a new province-wide advertising campaign today to raise awareness about issues facing BC’s education system. BCTF President Irene Lanzinger said the When Will They Learn? campaign focuses on school closures, overcrowded classes, and the neglect of students with special needs. “With school board elections set for November 15, British Columbians need to send a message to the provincial government,” said Lanzinger. “Students, parents, and teachers are tired of underfunding, cutbacks, and closures. If the provincial government won’t learn, how will BC’s kids?” In 2006, the BC Liberal government promised to reduce class size and improve conditions for students with special needs. Teachers are still waiting to see the funding needed to make that happen. Last year, there were 10,000 overcrowded classes and no new funding to help students with special needs. The cutbacks and underfunding also resulted in the closure of 177 schools. “BC needs school trustees who will speak out against government cutbacks and broken promises,” said Lanzinger. “This ad campaign asks British Columbians to look at the state of education in the province and elect school board candidates who will demand better for our kids.” The When Will They Learn? campaign began this week with ads on Translink and BC Transit buses across the province. Television ads will begin during the news hour on October 20, followed by a significant presence in grocery stores during the month of November. The campaign is also online at www.WhenWillTheyLearn.ca. The television ad features the images of actual public schools closed across the province as well as several BC public school students. The text reads: “177 schools closed. 10,000 overcrowded classes. Special needs still neglected. When the provincial government won’t learn, how will BC’s kids? On November 15, elect school board candidates who will speak out and demand better for our kids.” -  30  - For more information, contact Rich Overgaard, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell). Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=10000,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 4, March 2003 Part 2: A continued in-dwelling midst questions of student achievement by Laura Wood Richter Standing at the beginning of a new century, cries of unsustainable echoing and reverberating midst the status quo, we find ourselves held with increasing urgency in a questioning of how we are to understand the responsibilities of pedagogy. Ongoing considerations of how student achievement is to be understood are placed in the context of our provincial government mandating school planning councils tasked with improving student achievement. When we are called to make improvements, I believe we are called to be mindful that differences understood in terms of more or less are concerned with quantity; it is differences in kind that are concerned with quality. And as differences in quantity are ever so much easier to measure and compare than differences in quality, the temptation to grasp an understanding of improved student achievement in quantitative terms is seductive. It is profoundly important, I believe, to resist grasping an understanding of improvement entrenched in considerations of more or less. Rather, there is a need to engage in dialogue, to hold open space for considerations of an understanding of improvement concerned with quality. We are called to consider what it is we value when we speak of quality education and how we are to go about nurturing a classroom space vibrant with pedagogic possibilities, a classroom space enlivening opportunities for quality pedagogy. And, as leaders, are we not called to consider measures of improvement within a real life context? "Those now being educated will have to do what we, the present generation, have been unable or unwilling to do: stabilize world population; stabilize and then reduce the emission of greenhouse gases, which threaten to change the climate, perhaps disastrously; protect biological diversity; reverse the destruction of forests everywhere and conserve soils. They must learn how to use energy and materials with great efficiency... They must begin the great work of repairing, as much as possible, the damage done to the earth in the past 200 years of industrialization. And they must do all of this while they reduce worsening social and racial inequities. No generation has ever faced a more daunting agenda." (Orr, D. Earth in Mind On Education, Environment and the Human Prospect. pp. 26-27) Ingenuity, creativity, and openness are called for along with a deep sense of integrity and responsibility. These are ways of being immeasurable by tests concerned with getting the one right answer. They are ways of being nurtured in classroom settings, in which the student is beckoned to enter in an embodied way, where the student is authentically valued for his/her unique perspectives, experiences, and ways of making sense of his/her world. Here, the role of content is not to be grasped, but rather to provide a rich context in which students and teachers together embark in an authentic way on an exploration of ideas and perspectives. Pedagogical leadership here calls for an attentiveness to the place students stand, an attentiveness to ways in which content and engagement with it will hold students. There is a deep interest in curriculum plans that hold open a quality of classroom tension beckoning students to enter in all their irreducible differences; their unique sets of perspectives and experiences coming into play within the classroom space. In such a setting questions spring forth from the journey in-between curriculum as planned and curriculum as lived. Questions and directions of movement will emerge differently from each unique group beckoned into the space held open by the curriculum as planned; the curriculum as lived taking on a different form with each group of lives that come to it. Such a classroom space is in itself turbulent and the teachers who dwell there, as leaders, are ever responsible for the movement that takes place. They are ever vulnerable in letting go of an adherence to investigations of only those questions for which they already hold the answers before they even begin. To beckon students to authentically enter the classroom space, to bring with them their unique interweavings of experiences and perspectives, is to value ambiguity. It is to find comfort in the discomfort of never knowing exactly what is to come because the outcome is authentically not yet known. The teacher so understood is called to lead at times by following. Dr. Ted Aoki so eloquently expresses the call for leader to, at times, follow: "...it is for him to know, as a sage knows, that as pedagogue, at times, he must take leave, that he must withdraw, such that in the very event of withdrawal, there may inhere a pedagogic creativity, a coming into being of a clearing that is vibrant with pedagogic possibilities. Hence, pedagogic withdrawal may, within a seeming negating of self, confer in the silence of the pedagogue’s absence an opening wherein the student can truly learn what it is to stand, what it is to be in one’s becoming." (Aoki, T. Inspiriting Curriculum and Pedagogy: Talks to Teachers. p.45) Student achievement so understood is concerned with a willingness to struggle in the midst of open-ended questions, a willingness to sustain one’s efforts in the midst of frustration and to persevere in the face of difficulty. For it is when we are willing to struggle with what we find difficult that we are offered an authentic opportunity for movement. And it is when we succeed having sustained a struggle midst frustration, that we feel our greatest senses of accomplishment. Here scholarliness is inseparably intertwined with the student’s intrinsic motivation, the student’s natural desire to make sense out of the world around him/her supporting a rigorous involvement with meaningful content. And here, considerations of improvement would be concerned with differences in kind, with improving the quality of the lived curriculum as experienced by those it holds. How students are experiencing the content they are asked to dwell in and the ways they are expected to engage with it would be compelling questions. Student willingness to engage in struggle and student perceptions of the value of their unique contributions to the lived curriculum of the classroom would stand as important indicators of the quality of education taking place. Laura Wood Richter is a former teacher whose children have just entered the school system. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=10092&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 5, April 2003 Readers write SFU helps immigrant teachers The Professional Qualification Program is designed to orient a new Canadian or landed immigrant to re-enter the teaching profession, in British Columbia. It supports well-experienced teachers from India, Peru, Philippines, Yugoslavia, and other countries of the world. In addition, PQP explores issues on the philosophical and pedagogical areas of education in B.C. The Faculty of Education at SFU introduced the program, in collaboration with the B.C. College of Teachers. One of the goals of the PQP is to introduce teachers to the curriculum and give them support they need to familiarize them with the B.C. school system. Helen Concepcion SFU, helen_cx@hotmail.com I am the BCTF I invite all teachers to attend the BCTF AGM at least once during their teaching career. I am an old teacher, yet new in the public system. This year, I attended my second AGM. The first time, I went in order to know more about the public school system. The second time, I was prepared. Knowing that I had to do a lot of listening, I took along a drawing pad. I also volunteered to be a teller, which meant being up early to prepare for duties on election day. The BCTF is our union, advocating and encouraging professional development for us to continue delivering excellent public education. In a union of some 40,000, it is easy to feel disconnected and unimportant. That morning as teller, I saw how carefully each of us did our task of distributing and counting ballots. I saw how one vote changed the tide of events. That one vote could be from any of us. We may feel disenfranchised by having to go through our staff representative to get to our local associations and then to the BCTF, but this remote feeling vanished when I saw that each of us has a voice, each of us matters. It affirmed that, yes, I am the BCTF. Thelma Valle-Serrano Richmond Need better newspapers Teachers should help create a progressive newspaper. Besides the obscene concentration of media ownership in B.C., the media are moving farther to the right. All three major dailies have been critical of teachers recently. "Teachers’ unions should stick to education" appeared in The Vancouver Sun. It started by suggesting a similarity between teachers and Jimmy Hoffa. It ended saying the BCTF AGM is "sticking its nose in where it doesn’t belong" because it was to consider resolutions about the Romanow report and Kyoto but especially with a resolution to condemn the invasion of Iraq. During the Vietnam War, it was standard practice for thousands of unions around the world to speak out. In B.C., perhaps our most famous labour martyr is Ginger Goodwin, who was killed for refusing to fight in World War I and telling others to do the same. (One of the first things the B.C. Liberal government did was remove signs commemorating Ginger Goodwin.) All teachers were going to do was send a letter to the Prime Minister. Yet somehow that was improper. It is troubling enough that a newspaper sees it as improper, but what is most troubling is that dozens of teachers were taken in by their specious argument. Had teachers been able to read an alternative viewpoint, few would have agreed with that editorial. Brian Lavery Port Alberni College has role in teacher education Mike Lombardi’s comments on the College of Teachers (Teacher, Jan./Feb. 2003) were both timely and accurate. The proposals of the deans of the faculties of education would have the effect of removing our professional control over entry into the profession. What is at stake is the ability to define what is a teacher and how a person becomes a teacher. Program approval by the BCCT is a very effective and efficient expression of teacher professionalism. It allows the practising professionals to set the standards and criteria for teacher education. The recent legal battles with TWU confirmed strongly the right of the college to vet programs and set standards. It is that mandate that the deans object to. The alternative, hinted at by Craig Bresett, would have the college out of such program approval. The result would be a close and expensive examination of all the applications by B.C. graduates for college certification. It would not decrease the amount of money that teachers would have to pay to the college. It would require more staff and a much greater expense. In short, if the public interest is to be considered in the education and certification of teachers, there is only one body charged with that duty. And that body is discharging that duty efficiently and with the greatest of concern for the public and the professional good. Dale Townsend Salmon Arm Affiliation costly How ironic it feels to be writing to the BCTF Teacher knowing that by the time this is published we will have already voted for or against affiliation with the B.C. Federation of Labour. Having received such a biased account of this issue by the affiliation task force in the past two issues, I felt compelled to bring to the members attention the real cost of joining the BC Fed. This was also pertinent when looking at my January pay slip. Calculating the cost of the BCTF, COTA, and SIF deductions, I find that I will be paying close to $1,900 for these services in 2003. The costs of affiliation were brought to the attention of COTA members in the January update bulletin. It states that in the first three years, the members of COTA could pay directly the sum of $17,500 for each year. However, indirectly the members of the BCTF will pay $300,000 for membership and $155,000 for meetings per year to join the B.C. Federation of Labour. If the three-year trial period is deemed successful, we as BCTF members will then be required to join the Canadian Labour Congress. That cost will be $300,000 for membership per year and $170,000 for meetings every three years and to COTA members, $17,600 membership, $19,200 meeting, and $10,800 North Okanagan Labour Council. The total cost after four years, $2,355,200, is astounding and certainly not justified, at least for the Central Okanagan Teachers’ Association members. Now if my union dues of $1,300 per year go down or stay the same after we join the BC Fed, then perhaps the members could accept the affiliation. I doubt very much that that will happen. Sam Saprunoff Kelowna B.C. Dairy Foundation materials helpful We are writing in response to the letter written by Craig Bresett (Teacher, Jan./Feb. 2003). Bresett expresses his dissatisfaction regarding teachers of nutrition using educational materials produced by the B.C. Dairy Foundation. Bresett believes these educational products influence students and parents to buy dairy products. As members of the Teachers of Home Economics Specialist Association (THESA), we have used the B.C. Dairy Foundation educational resources for many years to facilitate the teaching of nutrition as a whole. The materials are used to teach about general nutrition, balanced eating from a variety of food sources, and reducing the risk of developing nutrition-related health problems. Many elementary teachers are using or have used the Food Track program to enhance the learning of Canada’s Food Guide to Healthy Eating. The CD-Rom sampler that Bresett referred to in his letter is NOT about milk. The sampler is called 5-5-3-2. It is a fun and interactive program that enables students to learn about Canada’s Food Guide to Healthy Eating. It helps students to understand what a serving comprises in all four food groups. It does not highlight or exaggerate the role of any dairy products. Bresett is concerned that the B.C. Dairy Foundation is trying to sell products to children. We are committed to presenting factual and researched information to our students. The foundation has been very supportive of teachers of nutrition and through their hard work and effort, students have used interesting and interactive resources to learn about nutrition as a whole. We recommend that individual teachers peruse the teaching materials and make their own decisions on how to teach nutrition. Burnaby THESA members Aboriginal lesson aid I would like to warn teachers who have purchased a copy of the lesson aid entitled Aboriginals of the Pacific Northwest Coast: A Cross-Curricular Activity Book (Teacher, "10 New Lesson Aids," March 2003), by Denny and Neil Hughes about a number of serious concerns in the original edition. For example, the anthropological names Nootka and Kwakiutl do not reflect the names First Nation people now use. Nuu chah nulth and Kwa kwa ka’wakw have been used for a number of years. Another concern revolves around the theory of the Bering Land Bridge. This is portrayed as a "truth" and does not fully or respectfully acknowledge that First Nations had their own version as to their own origins. Each First Nation has its own stories. Furthermore, there are other theories regarding First Nation origins that are just as valid. The illustrations throughout this document are often simplistic and do not reflect the sophisticated art of this coast. Although a second edition of this lesson aid has made corrections from the first, I do not recommend this book until a complete consultation with First Nations educators has taken place. Not to consult with First Nations is disrespectful and displays an arrogance that we should not accept. Frank Conibear Victoria A sampling of responses to TOC call-out This letter is in response to Patrick Schreck’s article, "Fair call-out for TOCs" (Teacher, March 2003). I am not in full agreement with Patrick Schreck. He states that it isn’t fair when TOCs have to sell themselves and compete with other TOCs. Didn’t contract teachers have to compete with a multitude of applicants before they got accepted to their position? Furthermore, aren’t contract teachers constantly "selling themselves" by trying to satisfy parents, students, and administrators? In addition, he states that call-outs should be based on seniority. To what degree? Would calling in a TOC with high seniority and no ability in French be considered "professional" if that TOC was asked to cover a French Immersion class? Paul Sallmen Coquitlam I have been a TOC in a Lower Mainland school district for three years. For 10 years before that, I was a stay-at-home mother, and before that, I taught Grades 2 and 3 full time for eight years in a different Lower Mainland district. I love being a TOC! When I’m at work, my background comes through. As a result, several teachers in my district ask if I am available when they need a TOC. I disagree strongly with the position that teachers, if they wish to, should not request a specific TOC. When teachers ask for a certain TOC, they do not say, "Don’t send John, Ann, or Sue." They say, "Please see if so-and-so is available." I fail to see how requesting a specific TOC who has done work for them in the past can be seen as openly critiquing another TOC. When you or your family needs to see a doctor, do you choose a different one from the phone book each time? You prefer to see the same professional each time, building a relationship with that person. We, as teachers, ask that students, parents, colleagues, and administrators respect our judgment on decisions that we make every day. Why should we not respect the decision that a contract teacher may make regarding the TOC he or she would prefer for his or her class? Jane Bant West Vancouver Patrick Schreck’s article about TOC call-outs addresses the issues facing the TOC but does not deal with the resulting impact in the classroom. While I agree with each of his arguments, I was left wondering how a system based on "seniority or some other objective criterion" might affect students. As it stands, the system allows for teachers to call-out the same TOC each time they need to be absent. This is beneficial for both the students and the TOC (not to mention the teacher). For the students, it provides continuity, which is especially important in the primary grades. For the TOC, it provides a less stressful day in that the routines of the school and classroom are known. Knowing the names of the children is also very beneficial for the TOC. The isolation felt by many TOCs is significantly reduced when they are repeatedly called into the same school(s). Connections can be made with the students, parents, and staff. A possible compromise between the present system and the changes called for by Schreck might involve all TOCs being assigned a certain school or schools. They could then be called out in some objective manner that recognizes their professionalism, complies with the code of ethics, removes the competition but still provides continuity for the students and a sense of belonging for the TOC. Stephanie Hall Comox Valley Patrick Schreck, in "Fair call-out for TOCs," calls for changes for the way TOCs are called to their assignments, and suggests that TOCs be assigned on the basis of seniority. Schreck suggests that requesting one’s TOC is an implied criticism of other TOCs. The Code of Ethics (section 5), however, does not say that a teacher will not make judgments about other teaching professionals. It merely states that if a teacher has issues with the way another teacher works, he or she must bring this up privately with the person in question before reporting to other colleagues or the admin. One classroom teacher telling another that "so-and-so did a good job" is surely acceptable, as is requesting that person. Saying that "so-and-so is useless," however, would probably qualify as a breach of ethics. Teachers’ being able to request TOCs is one of the ways we have of ensuring that our own professional judgment about what and who works, affects what happens in our classrooms. Chris Stolz Surrey Editor’s note: Letters have been edited for brevity.)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/GlobalEd/music/char.html,Professional Development Back The World Music Classroom From kindergarten to high school, world music classrooms have much in common. They have teachers who seek a balance between cognitive and affective learning, who passionately believe that all cultures are equal, who welcome collaboration with world music artists and enjoy developing new programs and curricula. World music classrooms provide a range of learning experiences from listening, viewing, reading, writing, playing, singing, dancing and interacting with musicians. World music classrooms are a bridge to the community and a way to invite the world into the school.)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=29565&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > April 2013 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 25, Number 6, April 2013   Opinion: Online gift to the Liberals  By Louise MacMaster   I don’t know who decided to make certain Teacher magazine editions online only, but I think it is a terrible mistake and it is a total gift to this anti-education Liberal government, these barefaced dismantlers of public education. Do an online Teacher if you must, but the BCTF still needs to put print versions of every edition in every staffroom, because most teachers are just too dead tired to go home and access the magazine online. What teacher wants to sit alone after an exhausting day and flip through more computer screens? If teachers don’t see a print edition of Teacher in the staffroom, it won’t even occur to them to read the articles and discuss them with their colleagues. The BCTF will have wasted all the energy, intellect, and money that it took to put together the online-only Teacher, because people won’t even read it. They will miss excellent articles that they need to read so that they can unite against the privatizers. Fortunately, Ryan Cho’s fine article on privatization and privilege in the March issue was in the print edition; it was a great article and I urge all teachers to read it. However, your May/June edition is online only. Don’t we have an election coming up in May? Don’t you want teachers to know all the issues? So why are you burying the May/June edition online—another gift to the Liberals? C’mon BCTF, stop making these gifts to the enemies of public education. Reduce the print run if you must, but at least deliver some print versions of Teacher—one for every two members to every staffroom every month. That way you still save paper, but teachers can read the same articles, discuss them together and recommend them to other members. You will strengthen the solidarity of your union and give teachers a solid unifying voice that they can count on to appear in their staffroom every month. By the way, you should have run the following as a pull-quote in the Cho article: “While the percentage of BC GDP spent on public education fell from 19.67% to 15.14% over the last 10 years, the BC economy grew by about 4.8% between 2006 and 2009.” That’s the kind of information that the public school teachers of BC need to know. They know immediately how much they have been devalued and cast aside and they will be motivated to make a change come next election. The BCTF needs to stop playing into the hands of the enemy and go back to print versions of every Teacher edition. It irks me that this letter, which I spent time and thought to write, could be buried in an online edition and lost to much of the membership. If it is buried in an online edition, then I request that you reprint it in the August edition. I don’t want my ideas buried online and neither does anyone else. Bring back print editions for every issue in every staffroom!   Louise MacMaster, Surrey  )
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=26369,BCTF News Releases  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources   For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development News Release Archives 2014  2013  2012    2011 2010  2009  2008 2007  2006  Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2012 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  March 18, 2012 Teachers resist Bill 22, as Education Minister sells public schooling for profit Today almost 700 delegates to the BCTF’s 96th Annual General Meeting will gather for the first full day of debate on how best to respond to Bill 22 and its attacks on teachers’ rights and students’ learning. At the same time, Education Minister George Abbott is in China “to promote the BC education brand” at an international student recruitment fair. “It’s a stunning contradiction,” said BCTF President Susan Lambert. “George Abbott is off in Shanghai praising our public education system with the goal of luring more fee-paying foreign students to study here. Meanwhile, he’s actively undermining the quality of education with the legislation he brought in last Thursday. On top of that, he’s spending millions of tax dollars on a major ad campaign attacking the very teachers who are the heart and soul of public education.” Lambert emphasized that while Bill 22 has devastating implications for teachers’ bargaining rights, that’s not the worst of it. Bill 22 is also enables government to further cut costs by eliminating effective class- size limits for Grades 4 to 12, protections for class composition and guarantees of services to students with special needs. “Ten years ago this government planned to cut $275 million a year from education funding to pay for their 25% tax cut. In current dollars, that’s over $3.3 billion stolen from our public schools in the last decade,” Lambert said. A new BCTF research report released today reveals that deeper cuts are to come next year. In this year’s budget the paltry $4 million increase (for full-day Kindergarten) to the 2012–13 operating grants is set against the $112 million needed for school districts just to keep pace with inflation. For details see: http://www.bctf.ca/uploadedFiles/Publications/Research_reports/2012-EF-01.pdf  Furthermore, in recent days an increasing number of school boards have written to Abbott expressing serious concerns about Bill 22 and the damage it will cause to the working relationships within school communities. The imposition of severe limitations on the mediation process is seen as a major obstacle. As one example, see this letter from the Sunshine Coast Board of Education: https://www.facebook.com/note.php?note_id=238604796235375  Bill 22 is the 20th piece of BC Liberal legislation since 2001 that targets teachers. “What kind of government so persistently attacks the public school teachers who are dedicated to passing on knowledge and skills to the next generation? Clearly, we have no option but to resist this unjust legislation in every way possible,” Lambert said.   -  30  - Media please note: BCTF President Susan Lambert will be available to take questions today, March 18, at 12:30 in the foyer outside the Plaza and Georgia rooms on the 2nd floor of the Hyatt Regency. For more information, contact Nancy Knickerbocker, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell). Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/issues/resources.aspx?id=11554,Learning Assistance – Student Advocacy  	Untitled Page  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Issues in Education > Inclusive Education > Teaching to Diversity Learning Assistance – Student Advocacy Learning Assistance teachers believe that all students must be given the opportunity to be the best they can be. We believe that by working together with parents and the community we can give all students the best opportunities to reach their personal potential. As Learning Assistance teachers we believe that all students should have the opportunity to: become more independent, resourceful learners realize their potential have their individual learning needs met learn to set realistic goals and work toward them develop effective learning strategies that enable them to adapt to various learning situations feel successful with minimum frustration develop increasing confidence develop the belief that they can succeed and learn Many students who require additional support will need people to advocate on their behalf. Those people might include classroom teachers, school counsellors, parents, administrators or school support staff. The person who takes on the role of an advocate may assist in solving a relatively minor problem to being a liaison with ministry agencies. "I can't read the Social Studies text book." "I'm hungry." "I know the answers but I can't write them down." "My big brother hits me all the time." "I just don't get it!" At some point in a student's school career, he/she will need to learn the skills of self-advocacy. "I know that I am easily distracted, so I will sit at the front of the class." "I've got great ideas but my writing is awful. I'll ask my teacher if I can use a computer. " "I can't read the questions on the math test, I'll ask for someone to read it to me." In addition, students will have to ask for help when problems seem insurmountable. Learning Assistance teachers are in a unique position to be able to help students overcome minor and significant problems.   About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13058,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 1998 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 11, Number 1, September 1998 Teach critical thinking through historical problem solving by Linda Clode The seeds of the most horrific crimes of the 20th century are sown in the unresolved disputes initiated by the playground bully. These conflicts create initial combatants, opposing camps of supporters, residual resentment, scapegoats, the desire to justify an indefensible position, and escalating hostilities—in short, the very conditions despots use to solidify their hold on a population. Students must understand—that playground disputes are but a microcosm of the problems of the world in general and can escalate. The difficult topic is a challenge for students. Few materials are both suitable and compelling. Fewer, still, are worthy of the investment in time such a topic deserves. Happily, Maus ably fills the void. Maus, A Survivor’s Tale, by Pulitzer-Prize-winning author and illustrator Art Spiegelman, is the story of the struggles that survivors of the Holocaust and their children face as they try to come to terms with their experiences in Hitler’s Europe. The topic has been visited before, but what makes this two-volume set unique is that the characters are drawn in comic-book format. A comic book? About the Holocaust? Yes. And it works. Brilliantly. The heroes are mice; the Nazis, cats. Other ethnic groups are represented by other animals. While the characters are depicted as animals, their behaviour is human. This very human behaviour allows the books to be studied on many different levels. The richly layered and multitextured book proves an invaluable tool in studying this important topic. The comic-book format pulls the reader into the story, a complex tale that opens with the son in discussion with the father about his life in Poland and during the war. The son wishes to hear about the captivity of the father. Chapter One introduces the reader to Artie and his father, Vladek, and Vladek’s second wife, Mala. We learn that Artie’s mother has committed suicide, that Vladek has a heart condition. Artie tells us that he is not close to his father and his father and stepmother do not get along. They argue about seemingly insignificant things such as the use of a wire hanger or a wooden one. We learn that most of Vladek and Mala’s friends are also survivors. All of this is revealed in the first six panels of the chapter. Maus can be used in conjunction with many facets of the curriculum including English (memoir, narrative) and the visual arts. However, if students are to see the connections between behaviour today and events of the past, then creative problem solving in an historical context, or historical problem solving, is a particularly strong option. The Osborne/Parnes creative problem-solving process of data gathering, problem finding, selecting the underlying or key problem, generating multiple solutions, evaluating the solutions, and creating a plan of action for implementing the best solution is an effective way to explore current challenges for students in the real world. A variation of this method, future problem solving, is set in the world of the future and relies on students’ making their best predictions in a world that is yet to be. Historical problem solving moves the students to a situation in the past where they are asked to reconsider decisions that have already been made. This key difference between historical problem solving and the other two processes involves the analysis of the actual results of decision taken rather than the speculation as to what those results might be. Using their critical thinking skills of analysis, synthesis, and evaluation, students can propose alternative solutions to the decisions made in the past. Applying problem solving to history encourages students to see the importance of careful consideration of the problems facing the nations and to come to the realization that consequences of any decision are inevitable. Students can then make the link from what was (Germany in the 1930s) to what is (rising incidents of hate crimes in British Columbia) to what could be (legislation to control freedom of assembly? censorship? citizen involvement? community intervention? programs to identify and address bullies in schools?), and appropriate plans of action can be devised. An analysis of what makes a good society is integral to the study. Information gleaned from a thorough understanding of the past allows students to propose alternative scenarios of what could have been done in the past as well as what might be done in the future. Students hone their thinking skills anchored in the reality of the past with the hope of positively affecting the future. Maus provides an excellent vehicle by which to do that thinking. Linda Clode teaches social studies at University Hill Secondary School, Vancouver. The exhibit, Maus, runs from October 15 to December 15 at the Holocaust Education Centre. To book school tours or borrow a classroom set, call 264-0499. A teacher’s guide is also available. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/pebc/membership.html,Membership - Physical Education In British Columbia Physical Education in British Columbia PE-BC is a Provincial Specialists Association of the British Columbia Teachers' Federation Home About Us Resources In The News Awards Membership Constitution MEMBERSHIP PSAs may accept memberships and subscriptions throughout the year; and PSA members and subscribers are sent whatever PSA publications are produced in the year from the date the application is processed at the BCTF office. The BCTF sends individuals notice of expiring membership/subscription six weeks before expiry dates. The BCTF does not issue receipts because PSA dues are not tax deductible. Download a membership form from the BCTF Provincial Specialists Association. MEMBERSHIP FEES BCTF Members $19.00 Students / Retirees / TTOCs $15.00 Subscribers $49.88  ($47.50 + $2.38 GST = $49.88) GST Registration number:  R106779291RT0001 Keep in touch We are always actively looking for new members. Join our team and help our schools get students physically educated and active for life! Copyright © 2005–2014 Physical Education in BC)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Foster parents are ordinary people engaged in extraordinary acts of kindness. Join the team! http://t.co/6jUkcsOp6V" @Teresa_Wat - 04:31pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/contacts.cfm?page=psac&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true,BCTF Contacts Home E-mail Lists Links A to Z Index Contact Us Help SITE SEARCH Quick Links BCTF formsBCTF NewsFrançaisLabour linksPensionsTeacher NewsmagazineTeaching resources For Teachers Aboriginal Education  Bargaining & Collective Agreements  Français  Health & Safety  New Teachers  Opportunities for Members  Pensions Professional Development  Professional Rights & Responsibility  Provincial Specialist Associations  Salary & Benefits  Teachers Teaching On Call  Teaching Resources  For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > PSAs > PSA Presidents Provincial Specialist Association Presidents Last updated December 12, 2013 Sort by PSA name. 41 BC Art Teachers' Association (BCATA) bcata.ca   Eileen Ryan Clayton Heights Secondary 7003 188th Street Surrey, BC  V4N 3G6 604-576-4138 f: 604-576-4793 psac41@bctf.ca 42 BC Business Education Association (BCBEA) www.bcbea.ca   Harmale Sangha Tamanawis Secondary 12600 66th Avenue Surrey, BC  V3W 2A8 604-597-5234 f: 604-597-4450 psac42@bctf.ca 44 BC School Counsellors' Association (BCSCA) www.bctf.ca/bcsca   Ren Morley Dr FD Sinclair Elementary 7480 128th Street Surrey, BC  V3W 4E5 604-596-1537 f: 604-596-8271 psac44@bctf.ca 45 Association Provinciale des Professeurs de l'Immersion et du Programme-Francophone BC (APPIPC) www.appipc.ca   Sophie Bergeron Winslow Centre, SD#43 1100B Winslow Avenue Coquitlam, BC  V3J 2G3 604-937-6392 f: 604-936-6129 psac45@bctf.ca 46 BC Teachers of English Language Arts (BCTELA) www.bctela.ca/   Celia Brogan (interim) Quilchena Elementary 5300 Maple Street Vancouver, BC  V6M 3T6 604-713-4996 f: 604-713-5422 psac46@bctf.ca 47 Teachers of Home Economics Specialist Association (THESA) www.bctf.ca/thesa   Paula Aquino G.W. Graham Middle Secondary 45955 Thomas Road Chilliwack, BC  V2B 0B5 604-847-0772 f: 604-824-0711 psac47@bctf.ca 48 Provincial Intermediate Teachers' Association (PITA) www.pita.ca   Elaine Jaltema Chaffey-Burke Elementary 4404 Sardis Street Burnaby, BC  V5H 1K7 604-664-8652 psac48@bctf.ca 49 BC Teacher-Librarians' Association (BCTLA) www.bctf.ca/bctla   Heather Daly Moody Elementary 2717 St Johns Street Port Moody, BC  V3H 2B8 604-937-6380 psac49@bctf.ca 50 BC Association of Mathematics Teachers (BCAMT) www.bcamt.ca   Ron Coleborn Schou Education Center 4041 Canada Way Burnaby, BC  V5G 1G6 604-531-3170 f: 604-664-8382 psac50@bctf.ca 51 BC Association of Teachers of Modern Languages (BCATML) www.bcatml.org   Rome Lavrencic New Westminster Secondary 835 Eighth Street New Westminster, BC  V3M 3S9 604-517-6220 f: 604-517-6204 psac51@bctf.ca 52 BC Music Educators' Association (BCMEA) www.bctf.ca/bcmea   Jeff Weaver Oak Bay Secondary 2151 Cranmore Road Victoria, BC  V8R 1Z2 250-598-3361 f: 250-598-0710 psac52@bctf.ca 53 Learning Assistance Teachers' Association (LATA) www.bctf.ca/lata   Gail Bailey Glenrosa Middle School 3565 McIver Road West Kelowna, BC  V4T 1H8 250-870-5000 (ext. 6936) f: 250-870-5076 psac53@bctf.ca 54 Physical Education--British Columbia (PE-BC) www.bctf.ca/pebc   Sue MacDonald Centre for Learning Alternatives 3400 Westwood Drive Prince George, BC  V2N 1S1 250-561-5851 f: 250-563-5487 psac54@bctf.ca 55 BC Primary Teachers' Association (BCPTA) www.bcpta.ca   Janine Fraser Boundary District Teachers' Association Box 634, 1815D Central Avenue Grand Forks, BC  V0H 1H0 250-446-2724 f: 250-446-2623 psac55@bctf.ca 57 BC Science Teachers' Association (BCScTA) bcscta.ca   Grahame Rainey Ashcroft Secondary PO Box 669 Ashcroft, BC  V0K 1A0 250-453-9144 f: 250-453-2368 psac57@bctf.ca 58 BC Technology Education Association (BCTEA) www.bctf.ca/bctea   Martin Lim (interim) Fraser Heights Secondary 16060 108th Avenue Surrey, BC  V4N 1M1 604-587-4812 f: 604-582-9268 psac58@bctf.ca 59 BC Social Studies Teachers' Association (BCSSTA) www.bcssta.ca   Dale Martelli Vancouver Technical Secondary 2600 East Broadway Vancouver, BC  V5M 1Y5 604-713-8215 psac59@bctf.ca 60 Special Education Association (SEA) www.seaofbc.ca   BJ Foulds Prince George Secondary 2901 Griffiths Avenue Prince George, BC  V2K 5N3 250-562-6441 f: 250-564-4085 psac60@bctf.ca 62 Association of BC Drama Educators (ABCDE) www.bcdramateachers.com   Lana O'Brien WL Seaton Secondary 2701 41st Avenue Vernon, BC  V1T 6X3 250-542-3361 f: 250-542-6076 psac62@bctf.ca 63 Association for Educators of Gifted, Talented, and Creative Children in BC (AEGTCCBC) adultedpsa.org/   Shera Olson-Niewenhuizen Sorrento Elementary Box 220 Sorrento, BC  V0E 2W0 250-804-3781 f: 250-675-3374 psac63@bctf.ca 64 BC Educators for Distributed Learning PSA (BCEDLPSA) bcedl.ca   David Comrie Kamloops Open Online Learning 730 12th Street Kamloops, BC  V2B 3C1 250-376-5663 f: 250-377-2257 psac64@bctf.ca 65 Computer-Using Educators of BC (CUEBC) www.cuebc.ca   Mike Silverton Cilaire Elementary 25 Cilaire Drive Nanaimo, BC  V9S 3C9 250-758-7941 f: 250-751-8840 psac65@bctf.ca 66 Environmental Educators' PSA (EEPSA) www.bctf.ca/eepsa   Selina Metcalfe Surrey School District Simon Fraser University psac66@bctf.ca 67 BC Rural and Small Schools Teachers' Association (BCRSSTA) www.bcruralteachers.org   Virginia Ivey Pinantan Elementary School General Delivery Pinantan Lake, BC  V0E 3E0 250-377-2233 f: 250-573-3976 psac67@bctf.ca 68 BC Teachers for Peace and Global Education (PAGE) www.pagebc.ca   Greg Van Vugt Fraser Heights Secondary 16060 108th Avenue Surrey, BC  V4N 1M1 604-582-9231 f: 604-582-9268 psac68@bctf.ca 69 English as a Second Language PSA (ESLPSA) ellpsa.ca   Marc Tremblay Hollyburn Elementary 1329 Duchess Avenue West Vancouver, BC  V7T 1H5 604-782-1227 f: 604-981-1221 psac69@bctf.ca 70 BC Alternate Education Association (BCAEA) www.bctf.ca/bcaea   Mike Shaw Westside Ed Student Support Team 3770 Elliot Road Westbank, BC  V4T 1P7 250-768-3253 f: 250-768-0419 psac70@bctf.ca 71 Aboriginal Education Association (AEA) aboriginaled.blogspot.ca   Meredith Rusk Salmon Arm West Elementary 4750 10th Avenue SW Salmon Arm, BC  V1E 3B5 250-832-3862 f: 250-833-1126 psac71@bctf.ca 72 BC Co-operative Learning PSA (BCCLPSA) www.bctf.ca/bccla   Mike Galliford Maple Creek Middle School 3700 Hastings Street Port Coquitlam, BC  V3B 5K7 604-464-8581 f: 604-461-7832 psac72@bctf.ca 73 BC Dance Educators' Association (BCDEA) www.bctf.ca/bcdea   Kim Wolski Langley Fine Arts School 9096 Trattle Street Fort Langley, BC  V1M 2S6 604-888-3113 f: 604-888-3578 psac73@bctf.ca 75 BC Culinary Arts Specialist Association (BCCASA) www.bctf.ca/bccasa   Eric MacNeill Dover Bay Secondary School 6135 McGirr Road Nanaimo, BC  V9V 1M1 250-751-3409 f: 250-751-3405 psac75@bctf.ca 76 Educators Against Racism (EAR)   John Peterson Lucas Centre 2132 Hamilton Avenue North Vancouver, BC  V7P 2M3 604-903-4661 psac76@bctf.ca PSA Council Steering and Agenda Committee Chairperson Mike Silverton Cilaire Elementary 25 Cilaire Drive Nanaimo, BC V9S 3C9 250-758-7941 f: 250-751-8840 msilverton@sd68.bc.ca David Comrie Kamloops Open Online Learning 730 12th Street Kamloops, BC V2B 3C1 250-376-5663 f: 250-377-2257 dcomriel@sd73.bc.ca Mike Galliford Maple Creek Middle School 3700 Hastings Street Port Coquitlam, BC V3B 5K7 604-464-8581 f: 604-461-7832 mgalliford@sd43.bc.ca About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy Close Window Print Page   Provincial Specialist Association Presidents Last updated December 12, 2013 Sort by PSA name. 41 BC Art Teachers' Association (BCATA) bcata.ca   Eileen Ryan Clayton Heights Secondary 7003 188th Street Surrey, BC  V4N 3G6 604-576-4138 f: 604-576-4793 psac41@bctf.ca 42 BC Business Education Association (BCBEA) www.bcbea.ca   Harmale Sangha Tamanawis Secondary 12600 66th Avenue Surrey, BC  V3W 2A8 604-597-5234 f: 604-597-4450 psac42@bctf.ca 44 BC School Counsellors' Association (BCSCA) www.bctf.ca/bcsca   Ren Morley Dr FD Sinclair Elementary 7480 128th Street Surrey, BC  V3W 4E5 604-596-1537 f: 604-596-8271 psac44@bctf.ca 45 Association Provinciale des Professeurs de l'Immersion et du Programme-Francophone BC (APPIPC) www.appipc.ca   Sophie Bergeron Winslow Centre, SD#43 1100B Winslow Avenue Coquitlam, BC  V3J 2G3 604-937-6392 f: 604-936-6129 psac45@bctf.ca 46 BC Teachers of English Language Arts (BCTELA) www.bctela.ca/   Celia Brogan (interim) Quilchena Elementary 5300 Maple Street Vancouver, BC  V6M 3T6 604-713-4996 f: 604-713-5422 psac46@bctf.ca 47 Teachers of Home Economics Specialist Association (THESA) www.bctf.ca/thesa   Paula Aquino G.W. Graham Middle Secondary 45955 Thomas Road Chilliwack, BC  V2B 0B5 604-847-0772 f: 604-824-0711 psac47@bctf.ca 48 Provincial Intermediate Teachers' Association (PITA) www.pita.ca   Elaine Jaltema Chaffey-Burke Elementary 4404 Sardis Street Burnaby, BC  V5H 1K7 604-664-8652 psac48@bctf.ca 49 BC Teacher-Librarians' Association (BCTLA) www.bctf.ca/bctla   Heather Daly Moody Elementary 2717 St Johns Street Port Moody, BC  V3H 2B8 604-937-6380 psac49@bctf.ca 50 BC Association of Mathematics Teachers (BCAMT) www.bcamt.ca   Ron Coleborn Schou Education Center 4041 Canada Way Burnaby, BC  V5G 1G6 604-531-3170 f: 604-664-8382 psac50@bctf.ca 51 BC Association of Teachers of Modern Languages (BCATML) www.bcatml.org   Rome Lavrencic New Westminster Secondary 835 Eighth Street New Westminster, BC  V3M 3S9 604-517-6220 f: 604-517-6204 psac51@bctf.ca 52 BC Music Educators' Association (BCMEA) www.bctf.ca/bcmea   Jeff Weaver Oak Bay Secondary 2151 Cranmore Road Victoria, BC  V8R 1Z2 250-598-3361 f: 250-598-0710 psac52@bctf.ca 53 Learning Assistance Teachers' Association (LATA) www.bctf.ca/lata   Gail Bailey Glenrosa Middle School 3565 McIver Road West Kelowna, BC  V4T 1H8 250-870-5000 (ext. 6936) f: 250-870-5076 psac53@bctf.ca 54 Physical Education--British Columbia (PE-BC) www.bctf.ca/pebc   Sue MacDonald Centre for Learning Alternatives 3400 Westwood Drive Prince George, BC  V2N 1S1 250-561-5851 f: 250-563-5487 psac54@bctf.ca 55 BC Primary Teachers' Association (BCPTA) www.bcpta.ca   Janine Fraser Boundary District Teachers' Association Box 634, 1815D Central Avenue Grand Forks, BC  V0H 1H0 250-446-2724 f: 250-446-2623 psac55@bctf.ca 57 BC Science Teachers' Association (BCScTA) bcscta.ca   Grahame Rainey Ashcroft Secondary PO Box 669 Ashcroft, BC  V0K 1A0 250-453-9144 f: 250-453-2368 psac57@bctf.ca 58 BC Technology Education Association (BCTEA) www.bctf.ca/bctea   Martin Lim (interim) Fraser Heights Secondary 16060 108th Avenue Surrey, BC  V4N 1M1 604-587-4812 f: 604-582-9268 psac58@bctf.ca 59 BC Social Studies Teachers' Association (BCSSTA) www.bcssta.ca   Dale Martelli Vancouver Technical Secondary 2600 East Broadway Vancouver, BC  V5M 1Y5 604-713-8215 psac59@bctf.ca 60 Special Education Association (SEA) www.seaofbc.ca   BJ Foulds Prince George Secondary 2901 Griffiths Avenue Prince George, BC  V2K 5N3 250-562-6441 f: 250-564-4085 psac60@bctf.ca 62 Association of BC Drama Educators (ABCDE) www.bcdramateachers.com   Lana O'Brien WL Seaton Secondary 2701 41st Avenue Vernon, BC  V1T 6X3 250-542-3361 f: 250-542-6076 psac62@bctf.ca 63 Association for Educators of Gifted, Talented, and Creative Children in BC (AEGTCCBC) adultedpsa.org/   Shera Olson-Niewenhuizen Sorrento Elementary Box 220 Sorrento, BC  V0E 2W0 250-804-3781 f: 250-675-3374 psac63@bctf.ca 64 BC Educators for Distributed Learning PSA (BCEDLPSA) bcedl.ca   David Comrie Kamloops Open Online Learning 730 12th Street Kamloops, BC  V2B 3C1 250-376-5663 f: 250-377-2257 psac64@bctf.ca 65 Computer-Using Educators of BC (CUEBC) www.cuebc.ca   Mike Silverton Cilaire Elementary 25 Cilaire Drive Nanaimo, BC  V9S 3C9 250-758-7941 f: 250-751-8840 psac65@bctf.ca 66 Environmental Educators' PSA (EEPSA) www.bctf.ca/eepsa   Selina Metcalfe Surrey School District Simon Fraser University psac66@bctf.ca 67 BC Rural and Small Schools Teachers' Association (BCRSSTA) www.bcruralteachers.org   Virginia Ivey Pinantan Elementary School General Delivery Pinantan Lake, BC  V0E 3E0 250-377-2233 f: 250-573-3976 psac67@bctf.ca 68 BC Teachers for Peace and Global Education (PAGE) www.pagebc.ca   Greg Van Vugt Fraser Heights Secondary 16060 108th Avenue Surrey, BC  V4N 1M1 604-582-9231 f: 604-582-9268 psac68@bctf.ca 69 English as a Second Language PSA (ESLPSA) ellpsa.ca   Marc Tremblay Hollyburn Elementary 1329 Duchess Avenue West Vancouver, BC  V7T 1H5 604-782-1227 f: 604-981-1221 psac69@bctf.ca 70 BC Alternate Education Association (BCAEA) www.bctf.ca/bcaea   Mike Shaw Westside Ed Student Support Team 3770 Elliot Road Westbank, BC  V4T 1P7 250-768-3253 f: 250-768-0419 psac70@bctf.ca 71 Aboriginal Education Association (AEA) aboriginaled.blogspot.ca   Meredith Rusk Salmon Arm West Elementary 4750 10th Avenue SW Salmon Arm, BC  V1E 3B5 250-832-3862 f: 250-833-1126 psac71@bctf.ca 72 BC Co-operative Learning PSA (BCCLPSA) www.bctf.ca/bccla   Mike Galliford Maple Creek Middle School 3700 Hastings Street Port Coquitlam, BC  V3B 5K7 604-464-8581 f: 604-461-7832 psac72@bctf.ca 73 BC Dance Educators' Association (BCDEA) www.bctf.ca/bcdea   Kim Wolski Langley Fine Arts School 9096 Trattle Street Fort Langley, BC  V1M 2S6 604-888-3113 f: 604-888-3578 psac73@bctf.ca 75 BC Culinary Arts Specialist Association (BCCASA) www.bctf.ca/bccasa   Eric MacNeill Dover Bay Secondary School 6135 McGirr Road Nanaimo, BC  V9V 1M1 250-751-3409 f: 250-751-3405 psac75@bctf.ca 76 Educators Against Racism (EAR)   John Peterson Lucas Centre 2132 Hamilton Avenue North Vancouver, BC  V7P 2M3 604-903-4661 psac76@bctf.ca PSA Council Steering and Agenda Committee Chairperson Mike Silverton Cilaire Elementary 25 Cilaire Drive Nanaimo, BC V9S 3C9 250-758-7941 f: 250-751-8840 msilverton@sd68.bc.ca David Comrie Kamloops Open Online Learning 730 12th Street Kamloops, BC V2B 3C1 250-376-5663 f: 250-377-2257 dcomriel@sd73.bc.ca Mike Galliford Maple Creek Middle School 3700 Hastings Street Port Coquitlam, BC V3B 5K7 604-464-8581 f: 604-461-7832 mgalliford@sd43.bc.ca)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/BCTF-research.aspx?id=22704,BCTF>in 2009: Teachers’ satisfaction with their work, April 11, 2011  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development BCTF-Research Archives 2012-13 2011-12  2010-11  2009-10  2008-09  Home > Publications > BCTF Research > BCTF-Research List > 2010-11 Archives Teachers’ satisfaction with their work    1.   Teachers want to engage students in learning, and gain satisfaction when it occurs “I still get tremendous satisfaction working with the kids. I love when I get to experience their ‘ah-ha’ moments.”  2.  Teachers gain satisfaction when they feel that they are a positive influence on students’ lives “I love working with my students and can’t imagine doing anything else, even though it is a very challenging job. I love knowing that I have made a difference in my students’ lives and helped them to view themselves as capable and successful individuals.”  3.  Teachers gain satisfaction when they have positive and productive relations with colleagues and parents “I find the atmosphere of working and collaborating with colleagues to be an intense source of satisfaction. I take pride in being a member of a profession where members are strong in their convictions, vocal and self-assured. The dedication I see on a daily basis is very rewarding and inspirational.”  4.   For many teachers, satisfaction comes from having autonomy “I have freedom to teach...with a great deal of autonomy in regard to subject and curriculum focus, lots of freedom in how to deliver, what to deliver within the curriculum, how to support students in need.”  5.  Teaching, for many respondents, was more about passion for teaching than about satisfaction with work “I love it every day, collaborating with my colleagues, knowing that what I do every day is important; constantly learning.”  How do you view the work that you do in terms of both supporting learning and the wider development of students? Is one more important than the other? In the BCTF study, working with students was the main cause of satisfaction. Second was working with peers/parents, and autonomy third. Consider each of these areas and share your thoughts on what’s important to you in terms of job satisfaction. The Worklife of BC teachers in 2009  The ‘vignettes’ are one-page snapshots of themes from different chapters in the BCTF Research study on teachers’ work in BC’s public schools. They may contain report text, charts, tables, or quotes from teachers who completed surveys.  Each vignette is intended to encourage reflection and discussion. Such discussions might take place at a local teacher union executive meeting, in a PSA, or at a professional development session, while a health and safety or bargaining committee might use them to focus on a current issue of concern. The central idea is to make the research more accessible by offering a way to quickly access and share some of the major themes in the study. The vignettes can be read in minutes and might be used as a focus for a 10–30 minute discussion. Read Chapter 5   of The Worklife of BC Teachers in 2009: “BC teachers talk about satisfaction and stress in their work: A qualitative study.” A PDF version of this vignette is available at: http://bctf.ca/uploadedFiles/Public/Issues/WorklifeWorkload/2009/Vignette5-satisfaction.pdf   Submitted by Charlie Naylor BCTF Research, researchteam@bctf.ca  April 11, 2011 This item will be saved on the BCTF’s website in a list archive at http://www.bctf.ca/publications/BCTF-research.aspx. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/BCTFNews.aspx?id=30288,Volume 18, Number 13, June 5, 2013  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development BCTF News archive 2013–14  2012–13  2011–12     2010–11  2009–10    En français  Home > Publications > Newsletters and Alerts > BCTF News > 2012-13 Archives       Volume 18, Number 13, June 5, 2013  In this issue:  1. Update your contact information  2. Bargaining update  Update your contact information  The immediate future for teachers and public education in BC is very uncertain. The new Liberal government’s plans will become clearer over the next few weeks as government is formed and the Legislature is in session over the summer. In order that the BCTF can keep members informed it is important that we have up-to-date contact information.  Please make us aware of any changes that have occurred or are anticipated in the near future by updating your contact information in the MyBCTF portal. Bargaining update The latest Report from the Table from the BCTF Provincial Bargaining Team is now available. Since both parties (BCTF and BCPSEA) have agreed that such updates will be posted on members-only secure websites during this round of bargaining, you will need to log in to the MyBCTF portal to view this update.        Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Foster parents are ordinary people engaged in extraordinary acts of kindness. Join the team! http://t.co/6jUkcsOp6V" @Teresa_Wat - 04:31pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/issues/resources.aspx?id=10842,Teaching to Diversity resource inventory:Resources - Collaboration and Teamwork  	Untitled Page  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Issues in Education > Inclusive Education > Teaching to Diversity Resources - Collaboration and Teamwork BCTF/CUPE report on teacher/teacher assistant roles and responsibilities   Classroom Management for Kids Who Won’t Sit Still and Other “Bad Apples” This article presents a case description of collaboration between an occupational therapist and a general education teacher to develop an effective classroom management system. The classroom management system described here was based on the Alert Program for Self-regulation: How Does Your Engine Run? In addition, the case description provides a clear example of how this system could be replicated in other classrooms. Collaborative Team Building: A Tool for Inclusion  Ron Jorgenson SEA Crosscurrents Magazine, Fall 2001, Pages 16 – 19 Developing a Five Star Plan  Educational leaders Yselldyke & Thurlow identified the fundamental elements of a balanced educational program for all students, including those with significant special needs. Debra Mackie has developed those 5 fundamentals into 5 elements to plan or review a student's program. ERIC Digests These are short reports (1500-2000 words) that provide a basic overview, plus pertinent references; available from their web site: ERIC directory - www.ericdigests.org/eric-digests.html. E587: Paraeducators: Factors That Influence Their Performance, Development, and Supervision (1999)  E642: Supporting Paraeducators: A Summary of Current Practices (2003)  E647: Teaching Decision Making to Students with Learning Disabilities by Promoting Self-Determination (2003)    English as a Second Language PSA of BC The ESL/D PSA is an organization of professionals striving to:     * Improve the quality of ESL/D education in British Columbia     * Promote a greater awareness of ESL/D and the needs of ESL students and educators     * Stimulate improvement and quality ESL/D education throughout the province Fighting the Good Fight: How to Advocate for Your Students Without Losing Your Job by Rick Lavoie (2008) Educators are often torn between meeting the needs of their students and being loyal, responsible, and responsive school employees. Rick Lavoie  tells you how to gain the trust of your principal - an indispensable ally - and your colleagues who also have critical roles to play. A Guide to Schoolwide Planning for Paraeducator Supports  by Michael F. Giangreco, Susan W. Edlman and Stephen M. Broer A 10 step action planning process assists school-based teams in assessing their own status in terms of paraprofessional supports. Helping Students Understand and Accept Their Learning Disabilities: The Demystification Conference A meeting in which the learning disability is discussed can be helpful. One school has decades of experience with such conferences. The school provides an annual "Demystification Conference" to offer students facts about their learning disabilities, demystify the medical terms which they might have heard, and enable them to understand the challenges it can cause and the strengths it can bring. Learning Assistance Teachers' Association (PSA) of BC Publications, Resources and links, conferences and events, advocacy, news and issues The Learning Team: A Handbook for Parents of Children with Special Needs From Alberta Learning - The Learning Resources Centre The Learning Team is a revision and expansion of the resource Partners During Changing Times (1996). It emphasizes the diverse and changing learning needs of children with special needs, offers support and encouragement to parents, describes services and activities that might be used to meet a child's special needs at school, suggests ways parents can enhance and enrich their child's learning at home. Includes practical information and strategies for helping a child make successful transitions, voicing parent concerns, staying informed, and contains Parent Notebook pages at the end of each chapter. 2003 Learning To Cooperate CAA Filmed in different elementary schools, this production explains the philosophy and rationale of co-operative learning. Teachers also talk about the benefits of this approach to classroom management. Available for loan to BCTF members from the BCTF Video Library. For more information, see the BCTF Videotape Database. National Resource Center for Paraprofessionals The mission of the NRCP is to address policy questions and other needs of the field, provide technical assistance and share information about policy questions, management practices, regulatory procedures, and training models that will enable administrators and staff developers to improve the recruitment, deployment, supervision, and career development of paraeducators. The Professional Conversations and Mentoring Project in Nanaimo-Ladysmith, BC  A joint project of the B.C. Teachers’ Federation, Nanaimo and District Teachers’ Association, and School District # 68, Nanaimo-Ladysmith by Tricia McKay The Professional Conversations and Mentoring Project in Prince George, BC  A partnership between the B.C. Teachers' Federation and School District 57 by Saima Fewster, BJ Foulds, Sandra Hunter Special Education Association (PSA) of BC The goal of SEA is to promote awareness, acceptance, and personal excellence for students with special needs through communications with members in the educational field and in the community. Access information, including:  Crosscurrents Conference, SEA Information & Resource Papers, SEA Magazine. Special Education Handbook, Philosophy and Service Delivery, School District 22 Vernon Do's and Don'ts for the Certified Education Assistants CEA  School Based Teams  School Based Teams Problem Solving Guide   Successful Assistance in the Classroom: A Teacher's Guide to Working with Paraeducators  by Dr. Terry Bergeson Support Services Assistant Guidelines, School District #47 Powell River   Supporting Teachers: A Foundation for Advancing Inclusive Education – Discussion Document  by the Roeher Institute This discussion document sets out an approach to thinking about and furthering inclusive schools and classrooms for all learners. The Roeher Institute’s aim is to foster shared policy dialogue and a set of understandings and expectations that a range of stakeholders would mutually hold on this issue They are focussed on finding ways to support regular teachers so they can experience success with all learners in regular schools and classrooms. Talking about Special Education: A Handbook for Parents Talking about Special Education Handbooks, written by the First Nations Schools Association and the First Nations Education Steering Committee. For teachers and parents. Written in easy to understand language. Download copies from their publications section on their web site: www.fnsa.ca/programs.htm  Teaching Self-Determination to Early Elementary Students by Wendy W. Murawski, and Nancy Wilshinsky This article describes a simple, concrete and engaging model for teaching self-determination skills (such as self-awareness, goal-setting, choice-making, problem solving and self-monitoring) to early elementary students. TECPlus Volume 1 Issue 5 May 2005. Transition To School: An Information Guide for Parents  Prepared by the Children and Youth with Special Needs Subcommittee Make Children First, Prince George. A month by month checklist of the transition process from preschool to Kindergarten. Revised 2009 The Vital Link - Learning Assistance Teachers presentation  Year at a glance, 2005 Joint projects of the BCTF, PGDTA/NDTA and School Districts 57/68. Prince George  Student Support Services, SD 68 Nanaimo-Ladysmith   Updated June 2011  About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewTeachers.aspx?id=31790&printPage=true,BCTF > Setting the BC context  	New teachers  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > New Teachers > New Teachers' Handbook > Table of Contents Setting the BC context  The BCTF:   A union of professionals with a proud history  The BCTF has a long history of representing teachers, public schools and the profession.  Formed in 1917 and soon to be celebrating its 100th Anniversary, the Federation has steadfastly remained a proud union of professionals. Decade 1: 1916–17 to 1926–27   Imagine the first Annual General Meeting of the BC Teachers’ Federation, held on January 4, 1917 at King Edward High School in Vancouver. The following objectives were adopted: To foster and promote the cause of education. To raise the status of the teaching profession. To promote the welfare of teachers in BC. BCTF offices were soon established, in Victoria (1919) and later moved to Vancouver.  A publication for members, The Educator, was launched, later to become Teacher Newsmagazine, as it remains today. Courage, commitment and collective action were hallmarks of the profession in the early days, just as they are now. In Victoria, the first teacher strike in what was then the British Empire took place in 1919, over salaries and resulted in an arbitration process for salary matters. In 1921, New Westminster teachers went on strike when their board refused to implement an arbitration award. But, salaries weren’t the only concerns. Throughout this decade, the BCTF worked with government on pensions and tenure issues, and promoted the first major examination of education by the province in 1925.  Decade 2: 1927–28 to 1936–37   A determination to secure adequate compensation and pensions marked the next decade and continued for decades to come. In 1929, the Teachers’ Pension Act established years of service and contribution level as the basis for pensions. In addition, that year, Vancouver teachers achieved a salary scale based on years of certification and experience. The Public Schools Act of 1937 allowed for either party to demand binding arbitration in salary disputes. Decade 3: 1937–38 to 1946–47  Collective action won the day. In 1938, continuing contracts were established for teachers. But, in 1939 the Langley School Board refused to implement a salary arbitration award, firing its teachers instead.  Ultimately, the strong Langley local backed by the BCTF, had the teachers reinstated and the board fired, instead. In 1939 and 1940, BCTF created its own Sick Benefit Fund, which later became the Salary Indemnity Fund, adding to the services for members. The context is always important. In 1943, teachers voted for a provincial strike on salaries, but the BCTF did not act on the vote because the Federal government instituted a wartime wage-control program. Also in 1943, the BCTF joined the Canadian Trades and Labour Congress, later to become the Canadian Labour Congress, after a membership vote.   The Code of Ethics was adopted in 1943 and compulsory membership in the BCTF granted by government in 1947. The BCTF participated in the government’s Cameron Commission in 1947, making clear the relationship between teaching the whole child and class size. Decade 4: 1947–48 to 1956–57   The 1950s saw the end to the discrimination against women in salary scales, with qualifications and years of experience deemed the only two criteria. In 1954–55, Hilda Cryderman from Vernon became the first woman BCTF president.   In 1956 the AGM narrowly turned down a recommendation to join the new Canadian Labour Congress.  In this decade, the BCTF began to actively promote the creation of Provincial Specialist Assocations, of which 32 exist and provide support to members, today. Decade 5: 1957–58 to 1966–67  The year 1961 brought significant advances in teacher pensions with the current basic formula being put in place.   The BCTF launched its International Program in 1961 leading to new connections and new learning with colleagues in other countries. Also in 1961, the BCTF was very actively represented on the government’s curriculum committees which shaped elementary and secondary education in BC for the next decade. During the early 1960s, the BCTF overhauled its own governance structures and established the Working and Learning Conditions program. The “Over 40 Campaign” was launched, aimed at eliminating classes with over 40 students. Decade 6: 1966–67 to 1976–77  The BCTF has long been a leader in social justice; in the early 1970s, the BCTF established the Status of Women and the antiracism programs to address sexism and racism. On March 19, 1971, BC teachers participated in their first province-wide withdrawal of services, protesting the government's refusal to improve pensions for retirees. When the government ended compulsory BCTF membership that year, all but 69 of the 22,000 members signed up.  Compulsory membership was restored again in 1973. In the 1972 election, the BCTF launched its first major political action campaign, after the government imposed limits on salary arbitration awards and restricted school districts’ ability to raise revenue. In 1974, Surrey teachers held a one-day walkout and went en masse to Victoria in protest over class sizes and, as result, the Federation was able to negotiate a major addition of teachers, to dramatically reduce the pupil/teacher ratio.  Decade 7: 1977–78 to 1986–87  The BCTF really focused on building networks and increasing capacity during this period. It expanded its training programs adding PD Associates, School Staff Rep Training, Internal Mediation, the Program for Quality Teaching, and established the Bargaining Division.  These years are marked by struggle for bargaining rights and fair treatment, and a concerted defense of public education and public services.  The BCTF launched a major campaign to expand the scope of bargaining to include all terms and conditions of work and brought a challenge under the Charter of Rights and Freedoms. A six-day strike in Terrace in 1981 achieved the inclusion of personnel items in an agreement, and a number of locals were able to secure provisions beyond salary and benefits.  However, the government made major cuts in education funding in 1982 and, in 1983 introduced a package of 26 pieces of legislation that constituted a major assault on the social safety net for working people in BC. Operation Solidarity and the Solidarity Coalition were formed, and the BCTF was a key participant. Teachers joined with other unions in protest and played an important role in Operation Solidarity escalating province-wide withdrawal of services.  In 1987, the government passed legislation that removed principals from the teacher bargaining unit, removed statutory BCTF membership, established a College of Teachers, and gave teachers full bargaining rights. That wasn’t all in 1987; the government brought in more antiunion legislation and teachers joined the BC Federation of Labour in a one-day general strike. Decade 8: 1987–88 to 1996–1997  The BCTF began the 1987–88 school year with a major sign up campaign in which 99% of all public school teachers joined the BCTF and all 76 locals chose the “union model.” But, the bargaining climate was still very challenging. The government imposed provincial bargaining in 1994, undermining locals’ bargaining rights and forcing a more centralized system. To teachers’ credit, when the first round of provincial bargaining (1996) was concluded, it was agreed that locally negotiated terms and conditions would stay in place. Even in these challenging times, the BCTF continued to expand services to members, creating French Programs and Services, establishing a Research Division and piloting a rehab program which became part of the Salary Indemnity Plan. In addition, the BCTF increased its outreach work, initiating the Coalition for Public Education and conducting a major political action campaign.  The Federation and its members were very involved in the Sullivan Royal Commission on Education and the resulting new student centered primary program. Decade 9:  1997–98 to 2006–07  Good news first; the Federation established the Health and Safety program (1997), Aboriginal Education program (2000), and the Peer Support program (2000). It developed a Public Education Advocacy Plan and created a province-wide discussion about education through the Charter for Public Education and focused public attention on funding cuts in every district through the Caravan Against the Cuts campaign.    In 2001, members took their first provincial strike vote; in January 2002, the government imposed a settlement on teachers, ripping class size, class composition, staffing ratios, and related provisions from the collective agreement and made it illegal to negotiate these items.  It was devastating to see so many hard won provisions being stolen from the collective agreements. Teachers held a one-day protest on January 28 that year and have marked the year since that time. Twelve years later, a generation of kids has passed through the system without the class size and special education support they should have had.    In 2005, when the government once again imposed a contract, BC teachers engaged in a two-week strike, deemed illegal by the courts. The resulting settlement broke through government’s 0% mandate and, in 2006, a five-year collective agreement with salary improvements was negotiated.  This was also the decade when BCTF members voted to affiliate with the BC Federation of Labour and, when the government dismissed the teacher-elected members of the BC College of Teachers, members withheld their BCCT fees until the government re-established a democratic college.  In 2004–05, the BCTF conducted an extensive campaign to bring the issues in public education to the public during the lead up to the provincial election, focusing on the government’s record on school closures, support for students with special needs, and class sizes.  During this decade as well, the BCTF stepped up efforts to oppose the privatization of public education and public services. The next decade is underway: 2007–08 to the present   The BCTF has continued to expand programs and services for members, supporting Teacher Inquiry projects, creating the Living with Balance program and greatly expanding the use of technology and social media.  TeachBC, a professional learning portal, will be in place very soon.   Acting for members, the BCTF has had to be ever more vigilant in protecting teachers’ freedom of expression rights, taking up grievances and cases, and encouraging grassroots support.   Similarly, the Federation has consistently asserted that teachers, the front-line professionals, need to be respected and included in education policy and curriculum development. The BCTF continues to lobby for the resources, support, and conditions teachers need in order to support every student.  The Federation’s court challenge to Bills 27 and 28, the legislation that stripped class size, class composition, staffing ratios, and related clauses from the collective agreement in 2002, resulted in a victory in 2010 as the legislation was declared unconstitutional. The government was given a year to address the situation, however, at the end of the year’s time, replaced the unconstitutional legislation with Bill 22, a Bill which further undermined teacher rights.  In 2011–12, with mounting pressures and demands on teachers, members undertook a “Year of joyful teaching,” and later, in the face of Bill 22, undertook a three-day strike. Faced with even more contract stripping and forced to work with the government’s unilateral appointee, the BCTF was able to both resist concessions and make gains in the process.  At the time of writing, the Federation is back at the bargaining table, striving once again for a fair deal for teachers and better support for students. The BCTF history is rich with examples of teachers taking action and speaking out in the best interest of students, schools, and communities. Thanks to the contributions that new teachers will be making to their union of professionals, this will continue to be the case. School Act and Regulations and Ministerial Orders  The school system is governed by the School Act and Regulations and Ministerial Orders. The School Act and Regulations outlines the roles, responsibilities, and rights of teachers, administrators, parents, and students. Current policy changes are found in the Ministerial Orders. For example, the School Act and Regulations requires that teachers write report cards for their students while the Ministerial Orders detail the specifics about which letter grade can be used and how often the reports must be sent. Where to find: This information is available at your school, at/through the local union office or the school board office, or go to www.bced.gov.bc.ca/legislation/schoollaw/e/ministerialorders_toc.pdf. Collective agreement  Your collective agreement is an important source of information, and you should have your own copy. Ask your school staff rep and/or your local president for clarification should you require it. The collective agreement documents your rights, responsibilities, and benefits as an employee. Where to find: Ask your staff rep or local president for a copy, or find it online at bctf.ca/BargainingAndContracts.aspx. Glossary of terms  Integrated resource package (IRP)  An IRP is the official curriculum that all teachers in the province must teach. The IRP format is the same for all subjects. Column one details the “Intended Learning Outcomes,” (ILOs) the only required component of the IRP. As a teacher, you must teach the ILOs. The second column lists a number of “suggested instructional strategies,” the third column offers a variety of “suggested assessment strategies,” and the fourth column offers a number of recommended “learning resources.” Columns two through four are suggestions, only. Using your professional judgment, you may choose to use the ideas or to develop your own. As a teacher, you have the professional autonomy to choose the “how,” “when,” and “where” of the curriculum. Only the “what” is mandated. Copies of all IRPs can be downloaded at www.bced.gov.bc.ca/irp/welcome.php.  The proposed changes in curriculum are currently in draft. The IRPs remain in effect. Adaptations  Adaptations retain the learning outcomes of the prescribed curriculum, but they are adapted to accommodate different abilities or learning needs. Adaptations may include adjustments to instruction, assessment, or the amount of time allocated for specific studies to help the student achieve success. Students with adaptations are assessed using the standards for the course or program, and they can receive credit toward a Dogwood Diploma. In today’s inclusive classroom settings, there are many adaptations provided universally. Modifications  Modifications to learning outcomes are substantially different from the prescribed curriculum. Modifying involves changing or deleting significant numbers of the learning outcomes in the provincial curriculum so that all students can achieve success. Courses heavily modified at the school level are not counted as credit toward a Dogwood Diploma.  Individual education plan (IEP)  When students with special needs are unable to meet the learning outcomes of a course and it is necessary to make modifications to the learning outcomes, an individual education plan (IEP) outlining goals and objectives for each student must be developed. In these cases, the use of letter grades and percentages on reports is inappropriate. Structured, written reports are used to describe how well students have succeeded in meeting the modified goals and objectives of their IEPs. Letter grades and percentages may be assigned only when students with special needs are able to meet the learning outcomes of the provincial curriculum. Assessment/evaluation/reporting  Teachers gather information and data on student achievement on an ongoing basis (assessment), make judgments about student growth (evaluation), and then share the information with students and parents (through reporting). (see also Student Assessment and Evaluation section, page 50.))
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "Eid Mubarak to all those celebrating in BC!" @bcliberals - 06:52pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11356,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2001 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 14, Number 2, October 2001 Some questions about the Fraser Institute’s report card on B.C. schools by Gordon Gore As an academic subject teacher (physics) for many years (now retired), I am puzzled by the techniques used by Peter Cowley of the Fraser Institute to rank schools year by year. The report averages all the exam marks of all the students in a school during the school year. Apparently it is assumed that different schools all write the same subjects in similar numbers and all subjects are of equal difficulty. How does one handle the likelihood that some schools do not offer "hard" courses such as physics, history, or English literature, while others do? How can Cowley justify comparing schools on that basis? How does one deal with the fact that in some schools, all students genuinely interested in a "hard" subject are encouraged to try it, regardless of their ability, while in other schools weaker students may be "screened out" of the hard courses, in subtle fashion, because their marks may "wreck the stats?" Many "high scoring" schools have very low participation rates! Since there are two, sometimes three, different exams in a given subject during the year, this "averaging" has questionable validity. The exams are not reusable "standardized" tests! Students in the first semester write a different exam than students in the second semester, for example. Cowley even compares averages from one year with averages from another year, with a whole different set of examinations and a different population of students! What possible meaning can one attach to those averages? What is the point, and what is the value, of publicly ranking individual schools annually? Any experienced teacher knows that in a given year, the academic level of students in one’s class can vary tremendously, with average achievement in small classes being skewed by the two or three strongest or weakest students in the class. Average achievement of small graduating classes is bound to vary, just as the performance of a school’s basketball team can vary from year to year, even with the best coaches! The ranking of a small school on Cowley’s scale is a matter of pure luck. The report shows that elite private schools obtain very high marks on provincial exams. Good for them! That is why they are elite private schools. What is "news" about that information? (There are also some private schools that fare less well on provincial examinations.) Why are provincial examinations assumed to be so important? They are two-hour snapshots of a student’s performance on the aspects of a course that are easiest to "test." Half the examination consists of multiple-choice questions. Another ex-physics teacher once called the provincial exams "the new B.C. lottery." (A certain Peanuts cartoon character referred to them as "mystical choice.") Many Grade 12 teachers are being driven to "teach to the exam" by pressure to "get the stats" to "look good in the rankings." Is that what education is about in British Columbia? (Ask experienced Physics 12 teachers how many laboratory experiments their students do now, compared with what they did prior to the introduction of provincial exams in 1984!) In my opinion, Peter Cowley and the Fraser Institute are doing more harm than good with their simplistic "ranking" of schools. I think Cowley should attend a school music concert or a drama production, visit the shops, drop into a business education class, a computer science room, or an art class, or watch a senior basketball game—so that he can see for himself that there is much more to schools than marks on provincial examinations in a few academic areas. Gordon Gore taught science and physics in seven different schools, in four different districts, with and without provincial examinations, from 1959 to 1991. He now writes science and physics textbooks and voluntarily runs a small science centre in Kamloops. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Touring a natural gas drilling rig with @MLA Mike Bernier, and Brian from EnCana http://t.co/AifdJ4H07b" @Teresa_Wat - 06:01pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/IssuesInEducation.aspx?id=5750&printPage=true,BCTF > Success for every student  	BCTF > Issues in Education  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Issues in Education > Assessment, Evaluation and Reporting Success for Every Student If students were identical, equality of educational opportunity would consist of providing each student with exactly the same educational program. However, students are not identical and providing equality of opportunity, sometimes called equity in the public education system is an important challenge. The B.C. Teachers’ Federation is committed to success for every student within a strong and stable public education system. A significant measure of the strength of our public education system is the extent to which it provides equality of opportunity. Equality of opportunity, or equity, should not be understood in terms of treating everyone the same. The same resource can benefit some much more than others; for example, if the physical access to a building is stairs, everyone is being treated the same, but people in wheelchairs are clearly at a disadvantage. Rather equity must be understood in terms of opportunity. For example, what do you have to do to give everyone the same opportunity to enter the building? There is broad societal agreement now that the education a student receives should not be influenced by educationally irrelevant characteristics such as gender, cultural background, family wealth, social status, where they live, etc. However, it can still happen. Are the schools in the poorest part of your community as physically attractive and well equipped as the schools in your richest neighbourhood? Does parent fundraising result in inequities in resources between schools? Do teachers, parents, community members, and students tend to expect less of First Nations students, poor students, or students from single parent families? There is also broad societal agreement that the education a student receives should be designed to accommodate the student’s educationally relevant characteristics such as cognitive ability/disability, physical ability/disability, age, developmental level, level of English language proficiency, etc. This is why we have specialized support for special needs students (including gifted students), ESL students, etc. However, there is considerable evidence that we have not completely succeeded in accommodating all our students’ educationally relevant characteristics. Student achievement at school can still be predicted by socio-economic factors, i.e., there is a persistent achievement gap between haves and have-nots. The work of UBC’s Dr. Clyde Hertzman shows a correlation between school achievement and the range of resources available in the students’ community. American research has shown that lower-income students perform better when attending schools with high-concentrations of affluent students, but affluent students perform well regardless of the level of poverty in their schools. Kids who start behind, stay behind. Students who enter school with low literacy skills tend to fall farther behind as they move through the grades, despite the best efforts of their classroom teachers and the provision of learning assistance. Disproportionate numbers of First Nations students do not graduate. The differences between the completion rates of Aboriginal students and non-Aboriginal students range from 18% to 58% in school districts throughout B.C. The roots of this problem are in previous government policies that eroded the socio-economic status of First Nations peoples, and disrupted their families, communities, and culture. Many teachers and parents feel that special needs students, ESL students, and others are not getting all the support they need. There is always legitimate debate about what optimal support would look like, but many students do not even receive all the support they are entitled to under ministry policies. Nor does the ministry fund all the specialized support that its policies provide for students. Recent cutbacks in education have exacerbated this problem dramatically. So the public education system must continue to be vigilant in its attention to equity. We need a constant examination of whether equality of opportunity and access exist for all individual students in the system. We need robust interventions to ensure that low-achieving students are not left behind. It is important to start instruction wherever the student is at. However, it is also important that expectations be disproportionately higher for low achievers. For example, if a student is several years behind in reading we must expect that they will be able to progress more than a grade a year in order to catch up. It is not reasonable to think that a student who is behind in reading and receiving an hour of reading instruction a day will end up at the same reading level as a student who reads at grade level and receives an hour of instruction a day. So we must provide the student who is behind with double or triple the instructional time in reading. This is difficult to do with limited staffing and resources, and there is no recognition of this issue in the government’s funding formula for education. As a result, schools are more successful at planning for instruction at an appropriate level than they are at planning for instruction that will result in the student “catching up.” Teachers are committed to equity in the public education system but they face a task that is daunting, morally and practically. They need the support of parents, students, communities, and government if they are to succeed. May 15, 2006)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=10458,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 19, Number 4, January/February 2007 Health and safety Boards neglecting responsibilities by Mark Keelan What would happen if a teacher decided to completely ignore Section 17(1) of the School Act or Section 4 of the School Regulation? Section 17(1) of the act states: "A teacher’s responsibilities include designing, supervising and assessing educational programs and instructing, assessing, and evaluating individual students and groups of students." The School Regulation elaborates on the act. How long would it take for the teacher to find herself in serious trouble if she decided not to instruct and evaluate individual students or groups of students or not to supervise educational programs? The School Act and the School Regulation are the law of the province and for a teacher to ignore the law would be to invite significant repercussions. Why is it, then, that school district employers choose to ignore the Workers Compensation Act and the Occupational Health and Safety Regulation (OH&SR)? Section 115(2)(e) of the act requires the employer to "provide to the employer’s workers the information, instruction, training and supervision necessary to ensure the health and safety of those workers in carrying out their work and to ensure the health and safety of other workers at the workplace." Shouldn’t ignoring health and safety laws bring about the same degree of consequence as does ignoring school laws? Like the School Act and its Regulation, the OH&SR elaborates on the Workers Compensation Act. Employers have many obligations, including the obligation to train their workers. It is time for them to be made to take those obligations seriously. Part 3 of the OH&SR requires all employers to have a health and safety program. The program must include a statement of the employer’s aims and the responsibilities of the employer, supervisors, and workers. Most teachers have never seen such a statement. Ask for it! You have a right to know what is expected of you and of others in your workplace. The program must also include "provision by the employer for the instruction and supervision of workers in the safe performance of their work." Few teachers have ever received instruction in the safe performance of their work but all have the right to demand it. Many BCTF members regularly find themselves working alone which, for a variety of reasons, puts them at risk of a disabling injury. OH&SR Section 4.22 states that workers who work alone must be trained in the written procedure for checking on the worker’s well-being. The procedure must be reviewed annually. One of the most common causes of injuries to BCTF members is as a result of violence. Section 4.30 of the OH&SR provides excellent protections for members, but often the provisions of the section are ignored. According to Section 4.30, workers are entitled to be informed if they may be exposed to the risk of violence, to know the history of a person’s violent behaviour, and to receive instruction in how to recognize, respond to, and report on violence. Workers are also entitled to be instructed in the procedures that have been developed to eliminate or minimize the risk of violence. Obviously, such procedures have to have been developed if workers are to be instructed in how to follow them. OH&SR Section 4.51 states that workers who may be exposed to the risk of a musculoskeletal injury (MSI) are educated in "risk identification related to the work, including the recognition of early signs and symptoms of MSIs and their potential health effects." Employers are also required to train workers in the use of measures that are intended to control the risk of developing MSIs. Many members are required to use hazardous materials in the course of their work. The OH&SR contains regulations related to the Workplace Hazardous Materials Information System (WHMIS). One of the WHMIS regulations is that the employer must provide instruction in the procedures for the safe use, handling, storage, and disposal of controlled substances. There must also be instruction in emergency procedures related to the controlled substances. In addition, employers must ensure that workers who are required to use emergency eyewash or shower facilities are instructed in their location and proper use. There are other areas of the OH&SR that require employers to provide instruction and training to workers. The point is that employers are required to ensure that workers get a considerable amount of health and safety training. For the most part, the training is not happening. Few principals or superintendents would let teachers off the hook if teachers decided to ignore the School Act and the School Regulation. BCTF members need to keep employers "on the hook" when it comes to the Workers Compensation Act and the Occupational Health and Safety Regulation. Employers have many obligations; training workers is one of them. Assert the rights that are designed to ensure that you work in a healthy and safe environment. Mark Keelan is the BCTF’s health and safety officer for prevention. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media jthornthwaite last tweet "Please join me in recognizing the vital work foster families do for B.C. kids http://t.co/bdYy1yh9Jc #FosterFamilyMonth #northvan #bcpoli" @jthornthwaite - 10:56pm Follow @jthornthwaite BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=29059,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2013 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 25, Number 4, Jan./Feb. 2013   Writing Thanksgiving from the perspective of turkeys  By Jim McMurtry   The Chinese writer Lin Yutang pronounced, “What is patriotism but the love of the food one ate as a child.” I can say the same about historiography. I liked the old historical writing because it wasn’t up in the air. Today no one can even agree on when Canadian history began. Was it 20 centuries ago when Asian migrants trudged across the Bering land bridge and descended south after the Last Glacial Maximum, or when Vikings settled at L’Anse aux Meadows in 1000 CE, or when Portuguese fishermen laid anchor off the Grand Banks around that time? When I was in school our history began with Christopher Columbus who “sailed the ocean blue in 1942.” Now there is speculation that the first visitors to the New World were Pacific islanders, or intrepid sailors in Chinese junks, or the mariners of legendary Atlantis. If you watch enough TV, you’ll be convinced that aliens were the ones who built the Mayan temples and used them as landing pads. John Still wrote in the novel The Jungle Tide that the “memories of men are too frail a thread to hang history from.” It is not just our memories that are hazy, but the political spin we give to them. An African proverb says: “Until lions have their historians, the tales of the hunt shall always glorify the hunter.” I grew up learning that when Europeans won a battle, it was a victory, but when the Aboriginals won, it was a massacre. Our school textbooks still call an 1816 battle “The Seven Oaks Massacre” because 60 Métis led by a North-West Company employee killed 25 British soldiers and settlers. The Métis call it the “Victory of Frog Plain.” The problem for historians is choosing what to write in schoolbooks. A lot of girls like to know about how people dressed and bathed—or didn’t bathe; while a lot of the boys want to hear about torture and war. Another problem is choosing the perspective to take. How does one tell the story of Thanksgiving from the perspective of a turkey? Then there is the naming of Europeans as “conquerors,” for the Spanish and French, who at different times claimed much of the continent, were ultimately conquered people, with the French only retaining two tiny windswept islands (Saint Pierre and Miquelon) south of Newfoundland. Aboriginals are the “conquered people” but the Iroquois decimated the southern Ontario Huron and took over their territory, with the only Huron left today being the descendants of those who escaped to Québec City. The Canadian historian Marcel Trudel wrote that “there is nothing more dangerous than history used…for preaching; history used as a tool is no longer history.” It is important that schoolbooks recognize the previously untold stories of women (herstory) and minority racial groups, but there is a tendency to be preachy. History, when used as a tool by Ministries of Education to atone for past wrongs, “is no longer history.” In the mandatory Grade 11 Socials courses on 20th century Canada, there is a litany of criticisms of Canada in the past: the head tax on the Chinese, Japanese internment camps, Indian residential schools, Canadian branches of the Ku Klux Klan, and the tragic exclusion of the migrant ships, Komagata Maru and St. Louis. Just as shocking is when the Québec Superior Court in 1921 ruled in favour of segregated seating in Montréal theatres, or the Supreme Court of Canada in 1928 ruling that women were not “persons” under the Canadian Constitution. My point is not that we ignore the sins of our fathers (and some mothers) for history is about learning not to repeat them. Yet we shouldn’t paint our ancestors with too dark a brush. Early Canadians were among the first to take a stand against slavery and welcome immigration. We should give credit where credit is due. Jim McMurtry, Panorama Ridge Secondary School, Surrey  Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141007,www.huffingtonpost.com,http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/10/03/courtney-love-opera_n_5928454.html,Courtney Love To Star In An Experimental Opera View mobile site October 7, 2014 Huffpost Arts Edition: U.S. Show/Hide Brasil BR Canada CA Deutschland DE España ES France FR Italia IT 日本 (Japan) JP 한국 (Korea) KR Maghreb MG United Kingdom UK United States US Follow Newsletters Get ArtsNewsletters Email address Enter Email Address Huffington Post Search Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search iOS app Android app More Log in Create Account Notifications 0 $USERNAME Profile Settings Logout FRONT PAGE Entertainment Kris Jenner Opens Up About The Late Robert Kardashian 6 Blake Lively Is Pregnant! 30 Mariah Carey Proves She's Not Lip-Synching 42 Is This Where George Clooney And Amal Alamuddin Honeymooned? 7 Pregnant Kelly Rowland Poses Topless In Black And White Photo Shoot 2 Go to Entertainment More in Entertainment Celebrity TV You Might Also Like Comedy Arts Books Food Style Weird News Moviefone Arts The Glamorous History Of Pin-Up Like You've Never Seen It Before 3 1 Here Are A Bunch Of F*cking Delightful Artsy Cat Photos. You're Welcome. 3 This Is What It Really Looks Like To Be A Modern Day Nun 8 New Animation-Inspired Art Show Will Make You Yearn For Saturday Morning Cartoons 0 Go to Arts More in Arts Painting Film Design Photography Theater Architecture You Might Also Like Books NY Los Angeles Books Print Books Are Still Outselling Ebooks, Despite Dire Expectations 37 The Surprising Reason Why Reading REALLY Matters 3 Kurt Vonnegut's Advice For High Schoolers Is Advice For Us All 0 Go to Books More in Books Book Club Libraries In Crisis You Might Also Like Arts Food Education Media Recipes Black Voices Latino Voices Religion TV Well, We Didn't See This Doctor Who Monster Coming 23 Go to TV More in TV TV Replay TV Recaps TV Spoilers Maureen Ryan You Might Also Like Celebrity Media Comedy Arts Books Science WATCH: It's Time For A 'Blood Moon' 86 What Next For The Ebola Outbreak? Here's What The Math Says 125 Here's Why The Night Sky Is Dark Even Though Jillions Of Stars Are Shining Light Our Way 19 This Scientist Has A Surprising Idea For Protecting Football Players 59 3 Scientists Win Nobel Prize In Medicine 53 Go to Science More in Science Space Brain Earth Talk Nerdy To Me Weird Science You Might Also Like Tech Green Arts Religion Weird News Style Kylie Jenner Has A New Hair Line, All By Herself 0 The Easy Fall Haircut That Works For Everyone 0 8 Things Your Friends Really Need To Chill About 17 10 Totally Terrifying Halloween Nail Art Ideas 0 Amp Up Your Knuckle Rings With French Fries And Sushi 8 Go to Style More in Style The Beauty Page Fashion Trends Celebrity Style You Might Also Like Home Women Parents Weddings Travel Divorce Post 50 Home The 5 Best American Cities To Live In Right Now Are... 35 6 Gyms That Take In-Home Fitness To A Whole. New. Level. 4 Go to Home More in Home House Tours Cleaning Design Entertaining Real Estate Celebrity Homes You Might Also Like Style Food Healthy Living Arts HuffPost Live Next Ferguson & The Threat Of State Violence Next SCOTUS To Rule On Prisoner's Beard Tomorrow 'Felony' Star Jai Courtney LIVE Tomorrow Author & Therapist Linda Carroll LIVE Tomorrow Macy Gray LIVE Go to Huffpost Live All Sections News Politics WorldPost Business Small Business Money Media Sports Education Crime Weird News Good News Entertainment Entertainment Celebrity Comedy Arts & Culture Books TV Life & Style Healthy Living GPS for the Soul Style Home Taste Weddings Travel Parents Divorce Huff/Post 50 Marlo Thomas OWN Dr. Phil Tech & Science Tech Science Green Code Voices Women Black Voices Latino Voices Voces (en español) Gay Voices Religion College Teen Impact Local Chicago DC Denver Detroit Hawaii Los Angeles Miami New York San Francisco Our Mobile Apps: iOS Android HuffPost Live (iOS) GPS For The Soul (iOS) GPS For The Soul (Android) Arts & Culture Painting Film Design Photography Theater Music Dance Architecture Female Artists Art Meets Science On Our Radar ImageBlog The Glamorous History Of Pin-Up Like You've Never Seen It Before 2014-10-06 04:01:25 Here Are A Bunch Of F*cking Delightful Artsy Cat Photos. You're Welcome. 2014-10-06 04:01:16 Gay Artist Will Spend 15 Days In A Glass Box To Explore The Meaning Of Grindr 2014-10-03 09:17:09 " class="async-img-load" /> 2014-10-02 16:44:21 This Dreamlike Flock Of Rainbow Sheep Actually Exists 2014-10-01 09:40:24 This Is What It Really Looks Like To Be A Modern Day Nun 2014-10-06 04:01:33 Miranda July Designed A Purse And It's Everything You Hoped It Would Be 2014-10-03 20:50:37 10 Painters Who Are Changing Their Medium In The 21 Century 2014-10-03 09:19:22 10 Eerily Adorable GIFs That Will Make You Feel Like A Kid Before Bedtime 2014-10-03 20:50:43 Here's One Way To Protest China's Preference For Boys 2014-10-03 09:01:42 How To Build A Gay And Lesbian Art Museum 2014-10-03 20:50:58 Previous Story Next Story Courtney Love To Star In An Experimental Opera The Huffington Post  | By Priscilla Frank Email Posted: 10/03/2014 3:31 pm EDT Updated: 10/03/2014 3:59 pm EDT Share Tweet Email Comment tumblr stumble reddit Goddess of grunge Courtney Love seems to be exploring her high brow side as of late. The Hole singer is slated to star in the experimental opera "Kansas City Choir Boy" during New York's Prototype festival this coming January. The piece is directed by Kevin Newbury. The show's composer Todd Almond will star alongside Love in what's described as a "theatricalized concept album about love altered by unexpected fate." The opera takes the form of a mystery told through flashbacks, following two lovers in a small, Midwestern town who are forced apart when one goes missing. The show draws inspiration from ancient mythology, the internet age and the 24-hour news cycle. Although rocker Love isn't exactly the typical opera star, it was her rebellious energy which drew Almond to her in the first place. "I’ve always been fascinated with her," Almond said to The New York Times. "I love her voice, and I think she’s a great actress. And I thought she would find the character interesting." Love seemed equally enthusiastic about the theatrical opportunity, telling The Times "I love the concept, and I’m loving the music... I wanted to do something challenging." What do you think, readers? Does Love have the singing chops to pull off opera or are these isolated vocals a dark foreshadowing of what's to come? Let us know your thoughts on Love as opera star in the comments and, in the meantime, check out her stint as a visual artist. Close  Courtney Love's Art of   Gwyneth Paltrow holding her son Sarah Bernhardt dead in her coffin; alludes to this Robert Frost poem. "Dasha liberating the basketball from Jeff Koons' vitrine." Daphne Guinness  Share  Tweet  ✖ Advertisement Share this ✖ close Current Slide Also on HuffPost: Close  The Future Of Opera of   Pamela Z is a San Francisco-based "electrodiva" working with experimental extended vocal techniques, operatic bel canto, found objects, text, and sampled concrète sounds. "The essence of what I do straddles so many different things," she said in an interview with MusicWorks. "It sounds pretentious to have such a long title, but I want to develop ideas that can't be expressed by just singing." She continued: "Even though I work consistently with a lot of modern, digital gear, and I get a lot of inspiration from the strange things that happen when I get new "toys", I'm really mainly interested in the magic, the thing that happens when the strange, lyrical, poetic, or frightening ideas from some artist's head come out and make themselves manifest regardless of whether the work is electronic, acoustic, or electro-acoustic." Keckler is a vocalist and visual artist who creates operates somewhere in the space between traditional opera and YouTube video. His 2013 piece, "I am an Opera," chronicled a mushroom trip gone bad, with intense hallucinations that could only be expressed through art. "I don't consider myself a proper composer," he explained in an interview with the Huffington Post, "but I wrote this aria about a frightening 'shroom trip I had a few years ago when I was possessed by demons and thought about cutting out my voice box. That is one of the center pieces for this larger piece. It sort of expands this idea of a trance, or a trip. A lot of my work is like a memory theater, in that there is an autobiographical element, an exploration of memory. The 'shroom trip was like an explosion of memory, it is very fractal in form. From there it goes into other formats -- this voice teacher character appears and she is trapped in a silent film. We are trying to have a dialogue but we are existing in different art forms." Dove is an interdisciplinary artist whose work she classifies as "embodied hybrids" of installation art, film and experimental theater. Her 2013 performance "Lucid Possession," which she categorized as a "geek opera," explores the ways technology's ever-flowing feeds begin to operate like ghostly presences. "The performer is haunting the movie," Dove explained in an interview with the Huffington Post. "I am interested in models of subjectivity. How many people are in there? Are we one voice? Are we a chorus? Is there a ghost inside you?" Little is a composer and the newly appointed composer-in-residence at Opera Philadelphia. He has created innovative, 21st century operas including the multimedia "Soldier Songs" and "Dog Days." His opera "JFK," chronicling the assassination of the beloved president, will debut this fall. "I stumbled backwards into opera, really, and have learned almost entirely by doing," Mr. Little explained in a statement. "...By following my instincts. These projects excited me to explore the vast potentials of opera in the 21st century, into questions of form, language, narrative, and so on. I am looking forward to working with and within these three terrific companies to explore all that opera can be." Moran, sometimes considered the protégé of Philip Glass, is a composer and choreographer. In 1990, he created "The Manson Family" opera, produced by Glass and starring Iggy Pop. The piece was quickly recalled for its obscenity and received one of the original Parental Advisory stickers. It quickly became a cult classic. A New York Times review of the piece in 1990 wrote: "Mr. Moran has a dark side that makes David Lynch look like Pollyanna." Snapper is a contemporary soprano singer who combines radical vocal techniques, improvisation and collaboration to push the operatic medium to its extreme limits. In 2009 she starred in "You who will emerge from the flood," the first ever underwater opera. Art21 described her previous performance in PS1's exhibition "WACK!: Art and the Feminist Revolution.": "Snapper’s performance involved her total submersion in a black tank filled with water. Outside on a chilly day on the steps of PS1, she was visible through a large window in the tank that framed her like a picture, as she floated ethereally in a kind of anti-space, dressed in fishnets, furs, a blonde wig and bright red lipstick. Snapper sang underwater for almost an hour, gurgling and shrieking in dissheveled but glamorous distress, into a microphone suspended in the water. She managed to fuse intense discpline, self-inflicted trauma and the desire to communicate through the even the most compromised means, evoking a palpable power and rawness." Oleson is the interdisciplinary artist behind the New Museum exhibition "Hear, Here," which explored what it really means to listen in the contemporary world. Part of this exhibition included the experimental opera "The Rocky Horror Opera Show." "I started to interview opera buffs," Oleson explained of her exhibition to ArtForum, "because I love people who hold such a vast and fascinating knowledge on this subject and I’m interested in how it is driven by a personal set of concerns. You can’t buy the knowledge of opera or of dance; you actually have to invest in it. That’s something that’s fascinating to me: There’s the accumulating information but then there’s also a bodily love that’s not about the information—it’s more of a passion. What drives people to love ideas?" Two-Headed Calf is a performance group comprised of composer Brendan Connelly, director Brooke O’Harra and a rotating team of collaborators. Their recent two-part chamber opera "You, My Mother," explored the continually shifting relationships between mothers and their adult children. "Despite the lack of traditional trappings," wrote a New York Post review, "this new work by downtown troupe Two-Headed Calf does exactly what opera is supposed to do, brilliantly melding music and text to deliver an emotional wallop." Lamar is a musician who combines negro spirituals, operatic vocals, classical piano, gothic sensibilities and black metal to create a cacophonous sound that feels on the verge of an apocalypse. He's also Laverne Cox's twin. "I’m very happy with my platform because I get to do what I want to do," he explained to La Mama. "In order to speak to larger audiences you have to sort of sanitize, homogenize and deodorize what you’re saying, or dumb it down in some way. So I’m very excited that I don’t have to do that." Levine is the experimental theater director behind "Wow," the opera based off 90's pop duo Milli Vanilli. The unusual opera, inspired by an episode of VH1's Behind the Music, is a reconfigured version of Richard Wagner’s “Die Meistersinger von Nürnberg,” which revolves itself around the quest for the perfect pop song. "The musicians get fed their parts just in time and it’s never the same piece twice,” Levine told DNA Info. "They play it as they receive it which leaves it prone to all kinds of glitchy repetition." Yoon is a Korean-American sound artist who "explores the connection of sound to the subliminal." Her instruments of choice range from the human voice and ancient Tibetan singing bowls to walkie talkies and kitchenware and her past theatrical productions include a musical adaptation of Haruki Murakami's "The Wind Up Bird Chronicle." "Space and architecture certainly affects the way I present my performance," the artist told Inside Thirteen. "Music has the dynamic ability to create both inner and outer space for a listener — and I believe that taking a venue space into account, in its presentation and delivery, only augments the dynamism of delivery, to be more experiential, than presentational beyond just the proscenium of a stage." Sharon is a director devoted to exploring the interdisciplinary possibilities of opera. One of his most iconic works is "Invisible Cities," based off Italo Calvino's novel of the same name, which Wired dubbed an "opera of the future." "Experimental opera doesn't mean no narrative," he told LA Weekly. "It just means a different kind of narrative, a different way of telling a story based on how we view stories today, how we listen to stories and how we perceive stories. And the form has to change based on that, on us as a contemporary audience." Welch is a composer known for his works with solo instruments, chambers and non-western instruments. He's also the co-founder of Experiments in Opera and has been been dubbed "the Eddie Van Halen of the bagpipes." His original opera, "Borges and the Other," features adapted stories by Argentine author Jorge Luis Borges performed by two tenors and a seven-piece band. In the opera Borges, in a dream state, encounters himself at a different age in life. Harris is an artist and vocalist who creates works in the fields of experimental opera, film, sound art and guerrilla performances, including a spontaneous rendition of "Summertime" on the steps of Palais Garnier National Opera of Paris. Her film "Cry of the Third Eye - A New Opera Film" explores gentrification in Houston's Third Ward. "I believe in fun, freedom, and feeling good," Harris says in her artist statement. "I hope my work can inspire reconciliation of the past by generating a whole heap of new sense memories, that we may enjoy a balanced present day."  Share  Tweet  ✖ Advertisement Share this ✖ close Current Slide More: Kansas City Choir Boy Todd Almond Kevin Newbury Courtney Love Courtney Love Opera Courtney Love Kansas City Choir Boy Prototype Festival Opera Experimental Opera Photo Galleries Suggest a correction   Click here to view Conversations Conversations Suggested For You FOLLOW HUFFPOST Email Email Address Options The Morning Email Arts Get top stories and blog posts emailed to me each day.. Facebook HuffPost Arts Twitter HuffPost Follow Arts Follow Google Plus HuffPost Arts RSS Most Popular on HuffPost Latest News Arts All RSS / Feeds Phone Available on the App Store Android App on Google Play Get it at Blackberry App World Every Simpsons Couch Gag at the Same Time Why Aren’t We Talking About Chadwick Boseman? Gone Girl, Psycho, and How David Fincher Steals From Alfred Hitchcock Slate Articles » Are Ratings Back Up For Bob's Burgers? Movie Characters Whose Legends Live On 11 More Superhero Movies That Almost Happened Crowd Ignite » Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search Advertise Log In Make HuffPost your Home Page RSS Careers FAQ User Agreement Privacy Comment Policy About Us About Our Ads Contact Us Copyright ©2014 TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. "The Huffington Post" is a registered trademark of TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. All rights reserved. Part of AOL Lifestyle Use this form to alert a HuffPost editor about a factual or typographical error in this story. Notify message * Required * * * What kind of error is this? Choose an option Factual or typographical Comment moderation problem Rights and permissions Other * What is the correction? 0 count Describe the error here (1,000 character limit) * Type the words below so we know you are not a cyborg Sign me up for The Morning Email Thank you!)
(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2014/09/tentative-agreement-yes-or-no.html?showComment=1410926779983,Staffroom Confidential: Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, September 16, 2014 Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Despite what I know was a herculean effort on the part of our bargaining team, I very much hope that BC teachers will vote no to the tentative agreement. After five weeks of strike, and twelve years of legal battles, this is not the deal that will restore sanity to public education and it is not a fair deal for teachers and students. Just as teachers in Saskatchewan rejected a deal to ensure a better outcome, I hope BC teachers will consider a no vote to let our team know we have to go back to the bargaining table. Class size, composition The agreement provided a modified LIF fund starting at $75 million per year and increasing to $85 by the last year. It is for teachers only, which will mean a slight improvement in Districts where sizeable portions were spent on Education Assistants or senior District staff rather than teachers. However, in an average size District like Victoria (20,000 students, 1,000 teachers), this will translate into about 5-10 more teachers. That is one for every five schools. To put it in comparison, Justice Griffin's judgement estimated the lost funding due to lost class size language at about $330 million in current dollars. (Read more here about the proposed Education Fund.) I heard so many teachers speak up about the need to ensure that we do not return to over-crowded classes when the strike ends. This agreement does very little to alleviate what is the most pressing issue. Throwing away the court victory The agreement provides a "reopener" in the event we win on appeal our class size language. What this means is that the language returns, but is not implemented until new language is negotiated. Without the actual implementation of the returned language, there will be very little incentive for the government to bargain it back. We would essentially be back in the very same position we are in today, with government trying to bargain it out and us trying to bargain it back in. In my opinion, even if we were legislated back to work we would be in a superior position. If we won the appeal the government would then be forced to implement the language. We are thus throwing away our historic court victory and the bargaining pressure it potentially creates. The reopener is really only mildly less offensive than E80. In both cases, we have to bargain back what was illegally taken from our contract and the government will probably never have to restore it. In fact, the "reopener" creates the perfect opportunity for government to lock us out to try and force us to agree to something far inferior. Throwing away the remedy for the last twelve years The agreement provides $105 million to compensate for grievances over-sized classes for the last twelve years. Using Justice Griffin's estimates, our loss is roughly $300 million times 12 = over $3 billion. I cannot fathom how $105 million is a fair compromise. The BCTF's original proposal to put this money back into the system was a more fair and productive approach. This agreement means we can no longer go to the courts for a fair remedy. Wages The agreement is very close to government's original offer. While I would be willing to accept this if the class size language was returned, teachers should not be taking such a significant monetary loss without the commensurate gain in working conditions. We have lost roughly 12% of our annual salary. We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut. Minimal improvements There are very minimal improvements in preparation time for elementary teachers (10 minutes per week), and TTOC daily rate. The TTOC daily rate change may depend on your grid placement. It could actually be a wage loss for long term TTOCs who are above category 5 and step 7. There is also $11 million in health and dental benefits. At 40,000 members, this is $275 each. Hardly worth consideration in the context of the rest of the agreement. What next? There are a variety of options if we vote no. We can continue the strike. We can choose to return to work and continue bargaining. We do not, and should not, accept an agreement that doesn't meet our needs and doesn't meet the needs of students and public education. When Saskatchewan teachers rejected the first deal which had 5.5% wage increases over four years, the second deal had 7.3% increases over four years. They have said this still isn't good enough. For us, our main issue is classroom conditions. We need to say this isn't good enough. The way to do that is to vote no. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 7:48 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 124 comments: Troy MooreSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:17 PM The EC recommendation states the open clause will be argued from restored language. However, selling our grievances for nothing as the 105 million is strike savings, is plenty of reason to vote no. Further, no composition caps, but a fund controlled by Superintendents is enough reason to vote no. Thursday I will vote no.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:06 PM Re-opener also says "education fund" in place until new language bargained, so old language can disappear forever.Delete Reply Mme RousseauSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:33 PM Government starved us to death hoping we'd vote yes to whatever deal they'd offer. Planned it from the start.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:07 PM We can sill choose (collectively) to return to work if we reject this deal. Many options.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:09 PM Great analysis, Tara! I think that returning to work would be a bad idea. This will frustrate parents more if they need to find new ways to deal with taking care fo kids. USe the money given to you by the other unions. I am a teacher who had to quit for stress over the terrible condition of work (split FI grade 4/5, several low LD kids with little support, one severe with no support, 2 gifted (no support), and a principal who expected me to teach 2 separate social studies AND science programs)Delete Reply Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:56 PM Good points by all but the gov't succeeded in starving my family out and completly breaking us. I will be voting YES and live to fight another dayReplyDelete Replies schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:21 PM 'Fight another day'? In the last twelve years that we have been pushing back against this government, never has the tide tide been so much with teachers, class size/composition, and public education - and never has the government been pushed back onto the ropes (especially with the call for binding arbitration). What 'other day' is being proposed that we wait for? Now is the time. Vote 'no' and give the BCTF bargaining team a renewed mandate to get a decent deal for students and teachers.Delete Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:10 PM "Another day" means to wake up and realize that 2more weeks means my family of 5 could lose our home. It means I will do all I can to recall Cc, Factbender, and other mla's, and maybe even having "a guy I know" have a chat with them. In year 1 of their reign, I don't believe they even know what "the ropes" are. I will vote YES ...for my family, and I can live with thatDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:12 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply Karen FergusonSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:03 PM Just a question: When the Saskatchewan teachers voted no, had they already been on strike for 5 weeks?ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM No. They are working with no contract. They are not on strike.Delete Shannon DavisSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:23 AM I am a Saskatchewan teacher. We are not on strike; we are currently in the conciliation process after voting "no" to 2 previous offersDelete Reply "Mama Rose"September 16, 2014 at 9:27 PM Can we truly return to work without agreeing and continue bargaining? When I suggested returning to work a few weeks ago, the answer was "being on strike puts pressure on the gov't and without pressure they have no reason to settle." And can you explain more how legislating us back would be better than agreeing to this deal? And finally, why would the BCTF executive put forward a deal that was not a good one?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:30 PM Because they need confirmation of the resolve of the membership to get something better. That is what a no vote does.Delete Reply Troylana MSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:28 PM some great points to ponder, tara......thinking thinking....ReplyDelete schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:43 PM If we vote 'no' to the tentative deal we still have options: We'd not have a contract. But we could... a) strike with full picket lines b) partially strike with phase 1 (work-to-rule) in schools c) partially strike with periodic/rotating job action d) continue negotiating e) return to work and re-escalate strike f) some/all of the above ReplyDelete Replies Caroline MackenzieSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:21 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:14 PM a) will expedite matters (I say less that 3 days)Delete Reply danabjornsonSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:05 PM I am thinking that a legislated, crappier contract would only be in effect for 2 years max (before elections...). If we take this offer, then we will be agreeing to this pseudo-E80. Should we win the court case (which we likely will), we will have to settle on the terms of the THIS negotiated contract which doesn't actually restore learning conditions; it simply allows for those conditions to be negotiated. If we say n, then we default to the 2002 contract, which DOES restore the language. A "yes" vote is saying that we are good on "crumbs"; a "no" vote is saying we want an actual meal. That's my understanding, anyway. Please correct me where I am wrong, Tara. :)ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:44 PM And word is IF they legislate, they could opt to legislate back Grade 10-12 only causing the union to have to lay off all teachers and re-hire based on seniority. That will tear the union at the seams pitting teacher against teacher for those positions. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:17 PM There will be a general strike if that were to happen! They better not do this. They will regret it.Delete Reply imaginefunlearningSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:09 PM Some good points on the background of our fight over the past 12 years, which I have been actively engaged in; however we need to recognize the climate we are in. We are not in Sask. people! We have just come through a very long summer!! We need to thank our @bctf bargaining team & recognize the toll this has taken on all of us & our families. I don't have the luxury of more time on the strike line. This may be as good as it gets. Let's read the agreement and consider getting back to work and making some $ again! That's my 2 cents worth, which would come in really handy right now!!!ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:18 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply RobSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:11 PM Go back in work to rule mode. Work this winter to recall every Liberal MLA. ThAt is the only way to apply pressure to these criminals. ReplyDelete Replies Kate RestonSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:03 PM Recall! Not sure who won the battle but the war is still onDelete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:14 AM Well said Kate... I agree 100%Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:20 PM I think say NO and a better deal will be done in less than 3 days. These guys are not criminals, they are lower than that. I bet they get a sick pleasure in hurting the kids and the teachers.Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:31 PM An official recall is in the works: https://www.facebook.com/groups/316129595235450/?fref=ts Please consider joining.Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:26 AM Leah - do you honestly think anyone who voted BC Liberal did so thinking that they would act any differently on the education file?Delete Reply JJSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:16 PM I am glad to see other members who share my views. I am outraged at a 1.2 percent "raise" in salary per year that doesn't even meet inflation of currently 2%. I feel used and abused.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:23 PM Not to mention all of the other pittance! I am actually surprised that Iker asked teachers to vote on this! Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:18 PM Hi Tara Thanks for the summary! Will we be able to vote NO to the deal, but vote YES to returning to work? Will there be three options when we vote Thursday? Why did the BCTF agree to a substandard deal for us? If we vote no to a deal that was recommended to us, the teachers look like the bad guys and public approval will plummet. I am very disappointed and frustratedReplyDelete Replies KataSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:12 AM Public approval will not necessarily plummet. I have seen strikes where the membership has voted against the executive's "best results to date", and ended up with a better offer. This offer is an insult. The $300 million will not bring funding to the national average (I believe). More importantly, the wage offer is half of the average wage increase for public and private workers (StatsCan). Delete Reply MontySeptember 16, 2014 at 10:19 PM Thank you, Tara. My thoughts too, more clearly expressed. As well, Thursday is too soon to vote, too soon to vote, too soon to vote........ReplyDelete Richard ChalkeSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:21 PM Vote no and lose every shred of public support...just sayin!ReplyDelete Replies UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:31 AM I am a member of the public and would support a "no" vote. js!.Delete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:01 AM Richard Chalke, NO you won't! I am a mother with 3 adopted special needs children who need to be in a class that is designed for them and others like them (my kids are academically slightly delayed but their issues are more social and behavioural) where they can receive the education they deserve taught in a way they can comprehend. I will speak now for all the parents I know, and we will support the teacher's if they continue to fight for our children's best interest.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:28 PM It might not be pretty at first, but once we explain things (and I hope the Mandarin-speaking teachers flood the Richmond organization that voiced their concerns), they will back us. The 3 billions that the judge came to is the first I hear about. This should be stated to every newsmedia comment section in the province. Minimize pickets and flood those outlets with commenters, just like the Liberals do. Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:45 PM I am a member of the public and a single Mother of a child in the public school system. You will NOT lose one bit of my support if you vote no. I know that you are sacrificing so that my child can have a better education, and I am most grateful for it. Having said that, I also know that you are exhausted and broke. I have been dreading that you may have to settle for less than what you (we) deserve because the government succeeded in breaking you. I am not in your shoes, so cannot judge. If the vote is a yes, I understand and I am still behind you. Delete Reply Alison RocheSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:25 PM It is a crap deal. It's always a crap deal. Once you raise the stakes to striking, anything else is a cave in. The last time we walked out was the 3 day illegal strike where I threw away 1200$ and got EXACTLY the same contract I had the year before. The BCTF called it a win because they didn't rip up MORE of my contract. Ridiculous. There are a few of us that believe that working to contract, doing 100% of your teaching job and nothing more (like paying for supplies out of your own pocket or EC) is the only way teachers will survive this government. What if they get re-elected again? Then what? Teachers have lost thousands to these clowns to make "statements" about the state of public education in this province. We can't keep sacrificing ourselves and our families. And in the meantime, you talk to parents about why you have to take this crappy road. Because up until this strike they mostly didn't care about the state of education, but god forbid you didn't run a Sports Day. Then suddenly they wanted to know what the hell was going on. Keep the conversation going in schools. Attend your PAC meetings and stop enabling this govt to underfund and overwork the system. And still get paid!ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:20 AM I am very excited at the prospect of returning to my beloved job on Friday. However I will NOT continue to put my personal money into my classroom and I will be seriously reconsidering my involvement in extra curriculars. I think we shoot ourselves in the foot with all the unpaid work we so willingly volunteer to do. Delete Reply FCSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:38 PM I heard a rumour last week from a loose lipped government insider that after the 22nd, depending on the outcome of the negotiations the Liberals were going to announce a 3 step process. I was not clear if this was based on 3 steps to resolve the strike (perhaps the 3rd step is legislation??) or 3 steps to overhaul the education system, either way, they will settle it outright. I wish you all luck and all the information that you need to make a sound decision of what you feel is best.ReplyDelete Replies Lisa BurrowsSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:53 PM I have heard similar rumours. On the 23rd, the gov. was planning on introducing a $6000 per year voucher system for 3 choices: an academic or trades program, or something called EducationCanada. Not clear whether their intention was to privatize the public system, de-certify teachers and hire them back under new wage/benefits. Not clear where these rumours originated from. Maybe fear tactics to get teachers to vote yes. In any event, I plan on voting yes. I signed up to be a teacher, not a martyr. This strike has cost us a lot. We need to regain our livelihood and hopefully continue the conversation about class composition. We have at least awakened many people to the issue, and the court case is still an avenue that could eventually improve teaching and learning conditions.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:33 PM I urge all teachers to fight and say NO to this deal. Retired teacher who had to retire because horrendous work conditions. Make me proud. They will not last long if you say NO! I know this is tough, but there is money and I hear that Van City does offer loan at low to 0 %. Banks do allow you to miss a mortgage payment. Go talki to your banker.Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM Will school districts require teachers to make up missed days, as suggested in the media? Will the school calendar be changing to make up for the missed three weeks and if so will we be made aware of those changes PRIOR to the vote? ReplyDelete KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:41 PM "Wages..... We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut." And that is the cost of going on strike!!! There is nothing that can be done about that. You cannot go on strike and put up the raise you want every week to compensate for your time on strike - it doesn't work that way.ReplyDelete Replies Drew StevensonSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:59 AM I believe the missing "..." Suggests that they meant to refer to the losses against inflation since the last wage step increase. Thus this contract does not allow us to recover the buying power lost to inflation since the last non contract or "0%" year. Add those up and compare against the proposed increase and you see that by the end of the contract, we won't be able to afford the same value of goods (loaves of bread, watts of energy, litres of gas) that we could at the end of the last contracts term. It was not a comment about wages that were lost in the strike. Those are really small potatoes when compared to the grinding power of inflation over years and years. The next contract will use this latest for a bench mark so these losses to inflation will grind at all teachers for as long as they teach. A death of a thousand cuts to our ability to afford basic goods and services. Any raise less than inflation is a cut to the value placed on us and on our ability to pay our bills. Delete Reply Ed SSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:09 PM Having lost $20,000 (including summer school wages) as the single income for a family of five is far too much; I will be voting YES to the deal, unless the independently wealthy teachers out there who wish to continue the strike will pay my bills and mortgage for me.ReplyDelete Replies Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:14 PM I feel ya. Yes for meDelete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:18 AM Ed S. With all due respect (and I mean that), how did you lose $20,000 in the strike? Teachers were out 2 weeks (all out) before they were supposed to be in June, and now 3 weeks for the start of school? It is my understanding that teachers don't get paid through the summer months. Please correct me if I'm wrong, wherever I'm wrong. Shouldn't you have been financially alright for the summer months at least? Also all teachers knew this strike had a possibility of extending into the new school year but no one teacher budgeted for this possibility? I'm truly just trying to get a clear picture of where this all stems. NO disrespect intended.Delete BlairSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:12 AM Kelly, not Ed but if you look at the numbers there was the 10% lockout haircut in May/June plus the loss of most of June and the loss of much of September. In our 1 teacher (1 non) household we calculated a $9 K - $10 K loss so far. If you add summer school earnings you can easily make the loss in the $20 k zone. As for budgeting, we budget for the summer, but did not expect the 10% haircut, nor the loss of June/Sept days which completely messed our budgeting calculations. A very good friend (single teaching mother) was crushed by the loss of the June income and is without a penny today.Delete Mr. SmoothSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:35 PM The only one who didn't get a haircut was Jim Iker... and he needs one more than anyone else. What's with that over-coiffed 70"s mullet Jim? Does wonders for the BCTF brand image!Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:55 PM Jim's hair is not open for discussion in a respectful space like this. As for his salary, he is a teacher who does not get paid when we are on strike.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:04 PM Totally agree!Delete Reply Mr. GSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:24 PM If I thought they could do any better I would agree with voting NO, but you have to be realistic. The BCTF does not use professionals to bargain and always ends up with much less than they promise the membership when asking for a strike vote. While this is not a great deal for teachers, I really think you're fooling yourself if you think it'll get any better.ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:02 AM BCTF needs to be replaced with younger more adept representatives and advocates. Also, we should be hiring professional contract negotiators - you don't go into battle with cut throat corporate types with a wooden knife. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:37 PM This is BAD deal! Say NO to it and show those (expletives) that we will not take it anymore! Come on! Show them that teachers have a spine! They will respect us, oddly!Delete Reply retaSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:51 PM I agree with Richard. Those in the public that are uniformed would be furious, and there are many teachers who just can't afford to use their wages as their voice any longer - too much has already been donated to the government. In my opinion, the deal is pretty lame. I am sitting on the fence.ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:24 AM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:26 AM So true!!! I cannot afford to fight this battle for public education any longer. Why is this my personal and professional obligation??? However I think this deal is weak weak weak. I also think its the best we are going to get. Ideologically I'm on the fence but my wallet will vote YES.Delete Reply SirThinksToo MuchSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:54 PM My wife and I will be voting "Yes" on Thursday for it is the middle path. The easy path would have been for us to go back to school with E-80 & E-81 over our heads. The difficult path would be for us to vote "No" and put our mortgage at risk and having to continue asking retired parents for handouts to feed a family with three kids. The middle path is the wisest choice for us considering the current political climate in which those who do not teach are the quickest to judge it harshly.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:41 PM I understand that this is really tough for you! I almost died teaching a few month ago. I had to quit. Please consider holding on and say no. Remember the short loss in salary will be offset in the LONG-RUn by better salary increase. This is a joke! They will be laughing at you even more if we accept this. This is a very bad deal! However, I do respect your position!Delete Reply DaleSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:16 AM Why would classroom conditions be better on October 9th after being legislated back? We have been outplayed because of our stubborn refusal to outdated, tired old tactics. It is because of these actions that have led us to this terrible deal. Time to reset, regroup and stock up for the long haul. Can't do it if half the members commit hara kiri on themselves. We are a union of professionals not a cult. ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:49 AM Could not agree more.Delete schreck!September 17, 2014 at 9:44 AM Could you please advise which tactics you believe could have been used to secure a superior deal?Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:47 AM Full disclosure: I'm a BC Liberal supporter. The only people who would benefit from a NO vote are the BC Liberals. Teachers would be bargaining with no leverage whatsoever and would be viewed by a large segment of the population as unreasonable. The BC Liberals then get portray themselves as the only party capable of dealing with the BCTF. schreck! says that the BCTF has the government on the ropes, but he couldn't be farther from the truth. The government wants people to view the BCTF as their primary opponent. Disputes like this just shore up the BC Liberal base and protect its right flank. Any half-baked recall campaign will only reinforce that. It's true teachers aren't going to recoup the lost wages from the strike. I would suggest to you that that means this job action was probably not in teachers' interests, especially without any sort of appreciable strike fund. This is the best deal teachers were ever going to get with this government and people should have been able to recognize that in June. If you want my advice (which you probably don't), it would be to spend the next 5 years building up a strike fund, electing better leaders, and hiring a professional negotiating team. Don't bring a knife to a gunfight and expect things to go well. Focus on getting the best deal you can from whoever the government is rather than trying to change the government, the HST, Kinder Morgan or a thousand different issues that distract from education and erode the union's finances further. You'd be doing yourself a favour, and probably doing the NDP a favour at the same time. Also, if schreck! is David Schreck, you can thank his opposition to STV for the last two BC Liberal majorities. I know I do.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:11 PM One step would be to stop making political contributions to the NDP. This only contributes to the childish animosity and lack of trust that has constantly characterized negotiations. How else can the Socreds/Liberals view teachers except as enemies when they so publicly support their opponents. This stupid confrontational immature approach has to STOP!!!!! Education should not be a political fight when it is so obviously a valuable benefit to our society. It was an NDP government that legislated teachers back to work in 1993. Stop making education a political fight.Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:10 PM I don't think they have to go that far. CUPE and the Nurses still contribute to the NDP yet they don't have the same acrimonious relationship. CUPE and the Nurses just make their members their priority, and broader advocacy second.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:55 PM Ryan (possibly a Liberal paid commenter), with all due respect, I disagree with you. The cumulative increase in lieu of this will be better. Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can. I say to Iker, ask for 6% over 3 years because these people love to play the 15% over 15 year game to make it so big on the surface. Some people think that this is 15% every year. Believe me! I have seen it in comment sections. Others believe that the 15% is too high not understanding that they must divide things over the duration of the contract. It is time that we play it smarter. It is time to put the foot down and ask for money given to us by other unions, if it is needed. Banks can accept one late mortgage payment. It would be suicidal for them to not help. Imagine the possible damage if that ever leaks out. They could lose a lot in teacher money. I for one would pull my money out of a bank in support! Teachers are going to show this government that we have a spine! Enough is enough! Aren't you tired of being treated like kids? (Retired teacher who almost died in a car accident because of work conditions that were horrendous. I had to quit.)Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 AM Not paid by the BC Liberals. I pay them actually... :/ I imagine astroturfers of any affiliation wouldn't disclose their bias. "Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can." How did that work in May 2013? If the teachers reject a contract that their own union endorsed, it will make teachers seem unreasonable. Whether that perception is true or fair is irrelevant. It's what will happen, and teachers will be weaker as a result. Take my advice. Build up a strike fund and focus on the internal governance of the BCTF for the next 6 years. You'll be better off for it. Or not. I don't mind you or others making it easier for the party I support to get elected. I'd just rather not see kids and teachers hurt in the process.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:37 AM Ah! The "don't-hurt-kids" card, hey, when you have underfunded education for 12 years! WOW! That takes the cake! Are your trolling? Oh! You are serious? :) Would you be surprised if I don't follow your advice, considering your lack of logic? Would you be surprised if others don't follow your advice? It is ttue that bullies like you and your ilks love to show who is the boss, who is the teacher now! I suspect that is at the root of the problem! No one wants to fail in school! No one wants to get the strap! Sad that today's teachers don't like it too! But, who cares, we are ... teachers! We deserve it! BAH! BAH! BAH!Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:22 PM That's fine. I look forward to another 16 years of BC Liberal government.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:41 PM 16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate! Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan! Sociopaths do that!Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 9:35 AM "16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate!" 16 years of our opponents still don't understand why they lost. Like I said, that's fine with me. If I said the Liberals would be in power for at least another 13 years back in 2004 you probably would have laughed too. Heck, if I told you on May 13 last year that the BC Liberals would be reelected on May 14 you'd probably have laughed too. And you were wrong. Why is that? Answer that question if you want the NDP to win the next election. Without a correct answer to it, the NDP's cause is hopeless. "Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan!" You feel they are flawed, and that's fine. I don't go around calling people who disagree with me sociopaths, nor do I accuse them of being paid shills. But I also don't feel much need to address your ad hominems. There are logical arguments to support your position, but argumentum ad hominem is not one of them. It's a textbook logical fallacy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 1:15 PM Ah! Now I get it! It is all ego-based! You think because you voted the winning party that you are a winner and we are losers! You think because you predicted that the Liberals would win, you are winner. That does not make YOU a winner or the Liberals! It is called DEMOGRAPHICS, you expletives. The baby boomers are getting old and because they have more assets and won't make a whole lot more for too long, they need to vote a govn't who is going to do just that! It is not rocket science! WOW! You think you are so superior when your party stole an election with 47% of the popular vote. That's not a majority and your party should not have been elected. BTW, did you delete from your ethical memory the words Ethnic voting scandal? The field is slanted and you know it. However, you are so willing to minimize, forget the scams and bad fairplay tactics like a sociopath is allowed to minimize or ignore his or victims emotions that you don't see that you are the loser, we are the victim of your constant bullying. 1% wage increases after years of 0% increases and you can justify that when Yahoo reports that the average Canadian can hope to get 2.5% this and next year: https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html You Liberals behave like fascists, but we can't call you that because that's not allowed! Well! Guess what? It is and you are. Live with it! You keep on dreaming you are a genius! :) I am retired, getting soon a nice pension, and laughing at you from a beach somewhere! AHAHA! Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 2:14 PM What's with the name calling Peter? For someone claiming to be retired you really don't show the wisdom of age. For someone who talks about logic, you use logical fallacies like ad hominems a lot too. It's a fair point that the BC Liberals didn't get a majority of the vote (and I'm a very big supporter of electoral reform). The BC Liberals + Conservatives did though, and I don't think it's realistic to expect the BC Conservatives to have been more generous had they been part of government. Last time I checked I just voted. I didn't "victimize" anyone. Perhaps your rage is misplaced. If you think the election was "stolen" I'm afraid I have to question your grasp on reality though. "Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?" I'm glad you'll have a pleasant retirement Peter. I have no ill will towards you. I'm not sure why you think I do. I'm not saying people were *right* to vote BC Liberal. That's a matter of opinion. All I'm saying is people *did* vote BC Liberal. More voted BC Liberal than BC NDP for the last 5 elections in a row actually. You need to understand why that happened in order to change it for the next election. Clearly you're not interested in that though. Which is fair enough. Just remember next time you're upset about something the BC Liberals do that your lack of interest is part of why the BC Liberals get elected at all.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 3:23 PM I love your culture --or the lack of thereof! Guess what, stop thinking averybody is white and must follow your little rules. Namecalling? Sociopath? Whaaaat? And, what if you are? Still can't call you that? :) You fascist right-wingers are big on censorship! I just don't like you giving us lessons on how to get the NDP in. As stated, people are voting right of the NDP because it is a matter of demographics and a little ethnic vote buying on the side. The rest is mumbo jombo. Yes, of course, they will have to go on strike in the future and yes they will have to build a strike fund. The Liberals stole that from the BCTF too! And, you wonder why I don't have any respect for them? Yes, electoral reform is needed! We agree!Delete Reply JJ GeorgeSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:46 AM As a parent, I support the teachers and respect whether they choose to vote yes or no. However I noticed a discrepancy here from other information I've read regarding prep time for elementary teachers. Here it states minimal improvement to prep time - only 10 minutes per week being added. Elsewhere I read that it is 100 minutes per week for prep, increasing by an additional 10 minutes in the final year. That is a significant difference, and worth noting. Or have I completely misunderstood?ReplyDelete Replies Anne-MarieSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:59 AM Elementary teachers currently have 90 minutes of preparation time per week so an increase to 100 minutes per week is only gaining 10 minutes. In other provinces and some private schools they have as much as 45 minutes of prep time per day.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:56 PM Thank you for inquiring!Delete DW ZSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:57 PM You're right JJ George. There is a significant difference around the province regarding preparation times. In my district elementary teachers currently get 100 minutes of prep time. This new proposal is useless to me. I'll have to wait 6 years to gain an extra 10 minutes. Delete Reply UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:11 AM Almost nobody gets cost of living adjustments. Also inflation is NOT 2%. Do some research and look at the CPI for BC over the last 24 months. The average over the last 2 years is 0.7%, not 2%. The CPI changes every month so you cant just look at the highest month and declare that THE inflation rate. Check out the 12 month averages document for the actual numbers. http://www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/StatisticsBySubject/Economy/ConsumerPriceIndex.aspx All that being said I support the teachers. if you think this is a bad deal as a parent my dream would be for the teachers to vote no but continue bargaining because I do think the kids need to be in school and I do fear that the teachers will lose all support if the strike continues. All I ask as a parent is that you do your own research and try not to be swayed by all the opinions. ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:01 AM Inflation for August was 2.1% (http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/economy/cpi-report-expected-to-reveal-rise-in-canadas-core-inflation-rate/article20593943/). The CPI is a year-over-year calculation.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:43 AM Inflation should be looked at as a yearly average, not an individual month.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:34 PM The lawyers do not believe we have compromised our court deal. Our leadership would not have sold us out. We dodged a bullet. The Premier had something loaded even if we are not sure what it was. The idea that we could simply return to work is not guaranteed. I think a no vote could easily lead to the Liberals locking us out again because the Premier wants to crush us and she will use any excuse. She did not want to take the advice of her people and do this deal. I am certain a plan for drastic action (where we have to take the concessions they had planned) or worse - was in place. We can't guarantee the press will do any better job explaining the complexities should we say no. They rarely sided with us in markets outside of Vancouver where people are more political and they often misled or allowed others to mislead. They are not helping and would sensationalize. This would see dissolution of support very quickly - especially if we asked for wages. (Though admittedly it angers me that we can't ask for wages without being accused of being greedy when that is what most bargaining units do). But we have argued this is about kids and while this is not ideal - it is better to have teachers than not. The deal does suck in that it does not bring us to par - but this fight needs to be won with a strategy that is political and capacity will do that in another round. We have some support - but it is limited to the choir. We need to have the pews too. We need to build that capacity while working and continue to find allies because the fight is bigger than most people want to consider. This is about ideology and about privatization. Education always was political but never more so than now and we have to fight this party or the conservatives who would do the same or worse. No teacher who is responsible can ignore the politics any longer. That is simply the truth. If you work in the system you better get informed and you better be prepared to fight until retirement for the system. That said, I want to ask the same question others are asking: Why is this the job of 42,000 teachers and not the job of all citizens who want equality to fight for this right? It is time (while the conversation is still on-going and up to and including election night) for us to guide the public where we can but mainly play our part by not propping the system up. Make poverty known. Make noise about shortfalls, ask questions (in the media or in board offices ) about who is going to fix it instead of paying ourselves, volunteer some but wait for the pubic to step up so they see what schools lack. I hate the deal too. But I trust Vince Ready and Iker and I don't think we could have done better right now. I think we dodged a bullet because I have read everything this government has put out and followed the trail. They plan to privatize and they are just looking for the route. Voting YES for now does not mean we are giving up. It does not mean a win in the way we wanted but we have won a battle that will lead to us winning the war. If we don't rest up and stock up we might not get there.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:57 PM Well, if it is bigger than just this battle, then we will need ALL the unions to strike if they do indeed use drastic (draconian) measures. I say it is time for ALL of the unions to call a general strike. I guarantee that they will not like that one bit. What will they do then? Call the army? :) People in Europe, at the end of the 19th century stood up in mines. General strikes do occur in Europe and have. If you think you had it tough, think of them who stood tall for US in tougher times and conditions. Make sacrifices. Sell furniture. Tutor on the side. Ask for the BCTF money. Ask your banker to help. As friends and relatives. If we say NO, it won't last long. If they legislate us back, let's call a general province-wide strike of all unions. Delete Reply Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:47 AM Between CC's smug smile as she celebrates slaughtered teachers and Jim Iker's goofy grin - seemingly unaware that he has been a willing puppet, I am thoroughly disgusted. Over the next 5 years, teachers will be in an increasingly bad situation financially, classrooms will continue to be too large and complex with increasing medical, social and environmental issues impacting academic delivery. It could not be less obvious that things will continue to worsen. The Liberals have ensured that BC is rapidly becoming the Canadian Monaco for rich off shore interests and wealthy corporations. Soon the underpaid "workers" will have to be bussed in daily to Vancouver - Asian style. The only recourse is to move to just about any other province and bring in up to $100,000 more over the six years with much less cost of living. So we are bailing, encouraged by friends who have gotten positions in Manitoba and Alberta. My colleagues and I discovered through contacting several school boards across Canada that specialist (special needs and behavioural) and secondary science teachers are in particular demand. I want to work in a professional, respectful environment where the needs of all children are considered a priority and where I feel inspired to do my best. However, I want my vote to reflect the wishes of teachers who will be here over the next 6 (5) years, so very much appreciate your blog and opportunity to read the comments.ReplyDelete Bert SlaterSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:11 AM To vote YES will throw away 12 years of effort, and 2 victories in BC Supreme Court. To vote YES will be to snatch defeat from the jaws of victory. If you vote YES what bargaining power do you think you will have - the government will do nothing, and then what do you think you will do - take job action? PLEASE VOTE NO.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:59 PM Time to show you have a spine!Delete Reply RodSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:06 AM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Cool HandSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 AM Wouldn't a 'No' vote be a vote of no confidence in the BCTF itself?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:02 AM Not at all. It is just a message to the leadership we need to do better. The strength of the union is the members, and we support the leadership by giving them direction through democratic means.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:40 PM I disagree. How else can a recommendation by the EC to vote yes be interpreted? Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:00 PM I am sure people will interpret this both ways, but it is a vote. If it is supposed to be a "Yes", because it might be interpreted one way, then why bother having a vote?Delete Kate TSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:07 AM Yes , it would be. I don't think we could come out much better than this with this government. How will a No obtain that? Christy will be happy, she can declare the BCTF gone and roll out her plan to privatize. Delete Reply David DeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:06 AM A no vote would be a rejection of a the court victories defied by the government and an inadequate deal containing some vague promises that won't meet the needs of teachers or students on class size and other important issues.In Ontario elementary teachers get 200 minutes of prep time per 5 day cycle. I know there is financial hardship, but the union has received close to $2 million in donations from other unions; is there no way of accessing hardship funds? At minimum, vote no and return to work on work to rule with various strike options.ReplyDelete Erica JonesSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:25 AM This article actually makes me so mad. It is NOT better for the kids that they have missed almost all of june and all of september. This is what you signed up for in BC as a teacher. Get on board or GET OUT.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:20 PM Is this really what teachers signed up for? At my high school, each class has about 30 kids, with an average of 17 kids per classroom with an identified learning disability. Our district says that there should be no more than 4 kids per classroom.. How do you expect non-specialist teachers to help each student when over half of them require more resources because of a learning disability? Furthermore, are you generalizing the "better-ness" to all the kids in BC? Because I don't think that it would be better if kids went back considering the learning environment isn't up to par. There are barely any Education Assistants, and support teachers for the multitude of children who need them. While I recognize and appreciate your enthusiasm for education, please realize that the public school system isn't a daycare. Also, please think about your words and the learning environment prior to speaking out. By the way, we're not an autocracy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:08 PM I can understand your frustration! Understand mine! I almost died at 7:30 pm one night returning from teaching a FI split class with several students who did not get enough support or no support at all. The principal expressed to me that he expected me to teach 2 different social studies programs and 2 different science programs. ANYONE I talked to knows that this is impossible to do, especially in French Immersion when kids get no support at home and books are often too hard for students to read. I had to quit my job. I did it for me and did it for the kids. I was like a surgeon who is asked to operate on 5 patients with an old scalpel with 2 inexperienced nurses. Predictably, 4 patients would die and I would be reprimanded! Teachers are put in terrible conditions and kids too. I hope you have the openmind to consider the reality of this honest personal anecdote. I also wish you to understand that this is likely not an isolated incident. What will it take? A kid to commit suicide because he or she is not getitng enough support?Delete Reply hilarySeptember 17, 2014 at 10:29 AM It is incorrect to equate lost funding with what the teachers would have received in grievances. The two are not equivalent. The starting position of the BCTF was $225M, so they never expected $3B to resolve grievances. I'm also interested to know where you get your figures on overcrowded classrooms. A recent Globe and Mail article says that classrooms are, on average, smaller than the caps set in 2002.ReplyDelete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:36 AM The signing bonus should be roughly $2500 each: 105 million divided by 41 thousand.ReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:53 AM It is not that simple. The $105 million is to be allocated by the union. The term "signing bonus" has been crossed off on the signed document. Some of that money may be used to pay union debts. Don't know this but clarification would be useful.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:16 PM Just quoting from the CBC news website, "And finally there are details of $105-million fund to settle grievances stemming from the ongoing court case. The BCTF says that money will be given out as a signing bonus, with specific amount yet to be determined."Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:34 AM I think it would be smart to put at least part of it into your strike fund.Delete Reply WheelsSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:55 AM If the money is used as a signing bonus, it should be based on FTEReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:12 PM Yes I am sure it will be based on FTE. The question is how much of the $105 Million is actually distributed. This is up to the union, and I am told that it is yet to be decided.Delete GuruSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:44 PM And don't forget all the retired teachers who are entitled to a share of it.Delete Reply Geoff OrmeSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:18 PM In another discussion of this someone suggested that under BC Labour Law a no vote means rejection of the proposed deal, and that means the strike continues until either: - the union in question elects to stand down - another tentative deal is presented or - the government imposes a legislated contract. I think the last of these is the most likely, and I believe the legislated contract would be draconian and brutal. What do you think, Tara? Also, I would appreciate your thoughts on Sandy Garossino's comments at https://storify.com/Garossino/should-teachers-accept-the-contractReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:14 PM If this is so, in a few month (likely a couple of years), teachers will win so much more with a Supreme Court judgment! It is possible that the Liberals know that the higher courts are stacked by Liberal judges (that is what happen when judges are chosen, not elected). In any case, a negative settlement (or not a great judgment) will galvinize the public to reform the way the Supreme court judges are being chosen. I doubt that any govn't will want that to happen. A legislated contract will make the LIbs look like sociopaths and dictators.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:47 PM Peter I think you are expecting far too much from the public, many of whom are only paying attention to this matter due to kids being home from school. The public are not remotely this savvy on the political process.Delete Reply IslanderSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:09 PM I am a continuing education teacher. We have it even worse and we are not listened to enough about our poor conditions. Those include no prep time (and we do have to mark and do report cards many times a year sometimes and commonly for 30 students in a class), travelling to different schools with no compensation, and having next to no breaks in between 3 hour classes. I worked for two years with no lunch break and taught 6 hours straight (just 15 min. breaks) to be told, "don't complain since there are others who will do it". We then got 15 min. breaks in between classes. Most of our students are wealthy immigrants, many who try to stay in classes as long as possible since the classes are free. After spending a year in Germany, I realize how better organized it is where the immigrants pay to learn the language on a sliding scale, and have to pay for a student book as well for each class. We do not even have text books, but photocopy so much at tax payers' expense. This is not right. I then teach summer school since we were not on a 12 month continual salary and most of those students are also immigrants (at least 75%). This is also free and it is becoming so common and the new immigrants know this is free babysitting and tutoring. I think one main problem is that we have so many new immigrants in our classes who need ESL like this article states about our inclusion style of education nowadays: http://www.vancouversun.com/life/Shelley+Fralic+trouble+with+schools/10203596/story.html I am honored to be teaching and like my job, but it does get exhausting especially since I need two or three jobs to pay the mortgage that I now no longer have.. back to renting since it all I can afford in this city that has become so expensive. And many don't realize that it is very very difficult to get to full time work as a teacher here. There was a formula that made it take about 10 years to get to f/t (now finally changed). I have been without pay for 3 months, and now had to finally rent a place in anticipation of returning to work, so I have to vote "yes", but please keep the comments coming for what alternatives we have. Maybe we have to just educate the public in a better way than picketing; maybe get out and walk around malls and talk to people and hand out pamphlets on how this liberal government is hurting this. Most Asians (probably just the new who are from such a different system) are already against the teachers since they do not seem to understand what is going on. http://www.vancouversun.com/Business/asia-pacific/Chuck+Chiang+Many+Asian+families+place+blame/10202757/story.htmlReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:17 PM First of all, myn thoughts are with you! I think your ideas about using different strategies is smart. Picketing is not a very good strategy to let people know about things. I think using the membership to flood media comment sections would be more effective. Going to talk to the public might be a good idea along with this, I think. Phone the BCTF and ask for support.Delete Reply Marsha HolleySeptember 17, 2014 at 1:36 PM A teachers wife Vote no you have come to far to back down. It is a -----Y DEAL. ReplyDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:45 PM Ask yourself WHY teachers cannot get 1/2 of the average increase in salary of the private sector? (The Libs will tell you because there are sooooooo many teachers, but I also hear that there are provinces where there is a need for teachers!) TORONTO - A new study says that Canadians, on average, can expect about the same size salary increase next year as in 2014. Human resources consultants Pal Benefits says a survey of 401 organizations, mainly in Ontario, Alberta and British Columbia, projected salary increase for 2015 at an average of 2.79 per cent. That was almost unchanged from the 2.74 per cent average increase projected in last year's survey. Meanwhile, in addition to the average salary increase remaining relatively steady year over year, the survey found that the percentage of employers who plan to freeze salaries appears to have stabilized at eight per cent —in the same percentages as was projected in 2014. Breaking down the numbers further, the survey found the average salary increase anticipated in the engineering, financial services and high technology sectors was three per cent. That compared with an average of 2.5 per cent on the low end for organizations in durable manufacturing. https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.htmlReplyDelete "Mama Rose"September 17, 2014 at 9:12 PM I used to agree with you, Tara, and appreciate you bringing these items to your blog to get us all thinking. But after a very long night and day of research and discussion, I realize I will be voting yes tomorrow. Here is why: I don't care about salary or benefit increases. That is not why I went on strike. I don't care if this tentative deal is not good for teachers. That's not why I went on strike either. For me, the single most important issue is class size and composition. I want to work in a classroom where I have enough time and resources available to me to adequately help all the students I teach. And while it is true that this tentative deal will not change anything in the classrooms right now (or at least most of our classrooms), I realized that we couldn't actually make changes in that area because the issues of cs and c is before the courts. When I made that connection and realized that this round of bargaining was really about a "good enough" agreement regarding wages, then the deal seems, well... good enough. BUT, the best part, is the language the BCTF legal team made around the furture court decision (the re-opener). They have it in writing that if we win the court case (which is likely) and when we have to start bargaining class size and comp again (that is exactly what Justice Susan Griffin said we would have to do) we will be STARTING from the 2002 levels. To make this simple to understand, I explained it to my friends using a number line. With this new language, the BCTF starts the next round of bargaining at say a 50. The government will want us to go to 10 or 15, and we'll compromise and end up maybe 25. But WITHOUT that language, we would have started bargaining at a 10 and only gone down from there. So I do believe it is the best deal possible, it still factors in the biggest issue (from my perspective), we do not lose the important gains of the past, and most importantly, everyone gets to go back to school.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 PM Mam Rose, I appreciate your point of view and your courage. However, let me point out to you and the readers that a decision at the BC supreme court might not turn out the way teachers anticipate. We all know that judges are appointed and who does the appointing? "All justices of the BCSC (including the position of Chief Justice and Associate Chief Justice) are appointed by the federal cabinet, on recommendation of the Minister of Justice. Masters are appointed by the provincial cabinet, on recommendation of the Attorney General in consultation with the Chief Justice." (Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Supreme_Court_of_British_Columbia) Now, I would like to think that all of those people are objective, but they are appointed and we know that there are political appointments. They have a lot of discretion over the laws and judgments. I am willing to bet that the BC Liberals do know this and are betitng the farm (or do they know something we don't know) that the Supreme Courts are stacked against teachers? So, I am not sure if we can count on a WIN if we proceed with the court ruling. I think we would be better to negotiate and negotiate a better deal.Delete Reply retaSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:57 AM Yes...no...yes...no...The last two days have been this. I’ve read so many articles and comments over the past few months and, I can say, I have learned a lot. I know this is not a great deal for teachers right now. I will be voting yes. This is why… 1. The children. Without going into the multiple issues (e.g., grad, post secondary, trades, sports, global education/trips, planned activities, those with varying degrees of special needs, those that need a soft place to land, etc., etc.) the children need to get on with their education. 2. The parents. For many parents, this strike is a financial burden. We do not like to be called baby sitters, but for many living below the poverty line, school is a financial relief. Winter is coming; gas bills will be expensive. 3. Poverty. Remember, BC has the highest child poverty rate in Canada. Schools feed and clothe numerous children. 4. The other systems educators work collaboratively with. MFCD, CYMH, foster parents, group homes, and the multitude of non-profit agencies that support vulnerable children and families are bursting at the seams. We are a part of that team. 5. CUPE. While some have been paid during this strike, that money is coming from districts. It was not provided by the government. And, CUPE is a partner in education - from the bus drivers to the tech dept to custodians to secretaries to EAs and so on. 6. Small Businesses. In our little towns, the school district is the number one employer. There is a direct cause-effect relationship between loss of wage and loss of business. 7. Money. The amount of money that is needed to reverse the erosion of the public education system over numerous years cannot be recouped in one sitting. This agreement is a start. It’s not much but the stage has been set. 8. THE COURT CASE. That is why we were on strike. All the other stuff could have been resolved months ago, but our government was working hard to make the court case go away. Well, it still exists. I consider that the victory. We live to fight another day (as rhetorical as that sounds) AND I hope people actually read the ruling and think critically about how a loss could impact the future of the Charter of Rights, and the power of government to contravene those rights. I am guessing we will vote to ratify as so many fear “what’s next?” from this government. It’s nasty business, and I think legislation would be next. VALUING PUBLIC EDUCATION needs to come from a STRONG, CONSISTENT public voice. If we do ratify the agreement, and those in the profession and public think we've given up, we have not. We’ve been fighting for years. We just haven’t been heard… until now. ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:21 AM I understand your point of view, but sometimes you have to fight to get what you want. This is a VERY bad deal, considering: Other people get on average 2.5% salary increases last year and this year and the next and the rest of us get 1% and must feel happy if we do.? (https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html) THIS DEAL is a horrendously BAD deal for kids/parents as well, of course. We are going to continue to be humiliated and be the laughing stock of many people of this province. After a decade of paycuts, WOW, this is what they are willing to offer! WOW! WOW! WOW!Delete Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:30 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Reply Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:37 PM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:08 PM Let's cross our fingers! I think we need a general strike by all unions if CC legislates teachers back. It is time to put the foot down and tell her and the Liberals that, as in the movie Network,"I am mad as hell and I won't take it anymore!"Delete Reply Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 8:26 PM Needs help on some stats for an online debate Looking for the last 10 or 15 years of contractual salary increases in %. So, 1% for 2001, 0% for 2002,...ReplyDelete Children FirstSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:00 PM Well it's all done now. Really hope the teacher's can find another angle to deal with class size and composition as well as student funding. The government will make sure the coming court case never swings your way no matter what. 2nd most expensive place to live in the the world!!! Wonder why and where the money goes??? ReplyDelete AnonSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 PM I'm an outsider, but have followed closely this whole fiasco and this is a RAW deal. Your union hung you out to dry on this one - taking a really bad deal (clearly no one from the BCTF had rudimentary math skills in their toolbox) and then publicly encouraging to the media that teachers accept the deal....what choice did you have - a no vote would have outraged the public. I could go on and on, but the bottom line, in my opinion, is that your union better get some stronger leaders who are PR and technology savvy. Out with Iker and the rest of those who bargained on your behalf - they just got ......well , we know that happened. Whew, can't even believe how screwed you got, absolutely amazing - nothing meaningful gained in the big picture and only very minor gains for a small group of people, bigger losses for the majority.. Wow - I better stop now. Best of luck. Thanks for all you do for our children. ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ▼  September (9) Reflections on the BC Teacher Strike BC Teacher strike - Lessons learned Response to Sandy Garossino Will the Education Fund improve classroom conditio... Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Class composition: a human rights perspective Class size and composition - a short visual histor... Guest post - I WILL HOLD THE LINE Teachers - let your leadership know it is time to ... ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=30605,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2013 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 26, Number 1, September 2013   With much-needed funding, we can achieve a negotiated solution  By Glen Hansman   In the spring of 2012, the provincial government legislated net-zero and a two-year term for the collective agreement that expired June 2013. This quick turn-around time was not of the teachers’ choosing, and it meant that as soon as one set of negotiations ended, preparations for another one had to begin right away. Since 1994, when the BC NDP government imposed the awkward provincial bargaining model that is in place in this province for teachers in the public system, negotiations have been frustrating for numerous reasons—though not because of teachers’ efforts to negotiate fairly. When the process worked, as it did in 2006, it was because government provided the employer’s side of the table with the recourses necessary to reach a deal. In June 2006, the BCTF and BCPSEA (which represented school districts and the provincial government) reached a five-year agreement that saw substantial improvements in each year of that agreement because the funding was made available to do so. In other rounds, government has heavily intervened. Sometimes this intervention has derailed the whole bargaining process—2002’s Bills 27 and 28 being the prime examples. The latter piece of legislation was declared unconstitutional by the BC Supreme Court in 2011. Intervention also came in the form of so-called net-zero mandates and ridiculous concessions that simply negate any possibility of a negotiated agreement. The scope of provincial bargaining has also proved to be unwieldy, with many items stuck at the provincial table that would more effectively be dealt with by the local parties—namely, individual BCTF locals and their school districts. And so, prior to the present round of negotiations opening, the BCTF and BCPSEA continued to discuss different ways of approaching bargaining given the current legislative structure. These discussions culminated in an unprecedented framework agreement reached in December 2012 and ratified by both parties in January 2013. This framework agreement established some procedures for the present round of bargaining—including the use of a facilitator, timelines for opening negotiations and tabling of proposals, and process for costing items. It also included the agreement between the parties to shift some important, substantive items back to the local parties—namely, how jobs are posted and filled, how layoff and recall occurs in a district. This framework agreement represents the first change to how bargaining is conducted since 1995, and was seen as a significant step toward a more positive round of negotiations. Of course, much would also depend upon whether the employer was willing and able to come to the table with the necessary funding to address key items. At around the same time as the ratification of the framework agreement by BCTF and BCPSEA (the latter of which, it should be pointed out again, includes senior representatives from government), the provincial government released a document of its own—it’s white paper on teacher bargaining that had a different set of ideas about how bargaining should proceed. To be clear, in the last few weeks of the last round of bargaining, the BCTF wrote to the Premier and Minister of Education asking to have direct talks on salary and other major cost items that were at the bargaining table given the fact that BCPSEA had no resources to offer. In a brief submitted to government in the fall of 2012, the BCTF made a similar pitch, arguing that direct talks with government on matters like salary and class size made more sense if government wasn’t prepared to equip BCPSEA with the necessary resources to tackle those items at the bargaining table. The government’s white paper came as a surprise, and was universally panned when it was released, not only by teachers and trustees, but by the media as well who jumped on the suggestion of a 10-year deal as bizarre and unrealistic, and who chided the government for seemingly trying to ambush the framework agreement. It seemed for a while that the white paper would disappear. Minister of Education Don McRae would mention it when he spoke to provincial partner groups, and one meeting was held with him to discuss its content. It was at this meeting that Minister McRae conceded that it would be foolish for any government to lock itself into a set of wage increases 10 years out. When pressed on the matter, McRae stated that the only real selling point for teachers in the white paper was the promise of stability. No commitment was made to meaningfully address class size, class composition, staffing ratios for specialist teachers, or the gap in salary and preparation time between BC teachers and teachers in the rest of Canada. By this time, collective bargaining had already opened, as per the terms of the framework agreement. The BCTF and BCPSEA provincial bargaining teams began their work at the beginning of February, signing a protocol agreement that further established how negotiations would proceed. The protocol agreement contained several items that also departed from practice in previous rounds—most importantly, the inclusion of a commitment to keep all proposals away from the public realm. The BCTF could speak broadly about the class size, class composition, the importance of learning specialist teachers, and the need to get salaries and preparation time more in-line with other Canadian teachers, but the details of specific proposals would be kept at the table. Meanwhile, local bargaining tables were also hard at work in most school districts around the province. The bargaining context is the political context and the political context is the bargaining context. The outcome of the May provincial election was not what most teachers hoped for—but bargaining must continue nonetheless. The BC Liberal Party’s platform contained a reference to the 10-year concept, though education itself did not figure prominently in any party’s campaign, and did not get featured in the televised debate or in the main advertising conducted by the political parties. Nonetheless, after the provincial election and the appointment of Peter Fassbender as new Minister of Education, the 10-year concept and the white paper were raised again. Susan Lambert, Jim Iker, and I met with Minister Fassbender near the end of the school year to discuss government’s intentions. Peter Cameron was appointed by government to be the new lead on bargaining for government and to advance government’s new mandate—despite the fact that negotiations had been on-going since February, deadlines for tabling proposals had long-since passed, and talks were very cordial. Our provincial bargaining team and Susan, Jim and I met with Peter Cameron (who was accompanied by BCPSEA’s Allan Schell and BCSTA president Teresa Rezanoff) during the last week of school to hear what he thought his role was at this juncture. That same week, the BCTF conducted a province-wide vote. Ninety-six per cent of BC teachers who voted expressed support for their bargaining team and opposition to government interference in the negotiation process. The vote also sends a strong message to government to provide the necessary resources to achieve an agreement at the table. Bargaining will resume early in the school year, once the 19 days at the BC Supreme Court conclude for our Bill 28 (remedy) and Bill 22 cases. Over the summer, Minister Fassbender dismissed the BCPSEA board out of the blue, and announced that a single government appointee would assume the role and function of that board—effectively removing the decision-making power of trustees in the provincial bargaining process. The BCTF has never been in favour of the current provincial bargaining model nor a fan of BCPSEA. But the BCTF did not ask for the BCPSEA board to be fired or for democratically-elected trustees to be pushed aside. Minister Fassbender has publicly stated that the BC School Trustees’ Association will have an elevated role, but it is still unclear what this role will be. Regardless of who is sitting across from our bargaining team at the provincial table, government needs to provide the funding necessary to reach a deal. More than anyone, teachers want stability in public education. We are open to a longer-term agreement. With political will in Victoria and much-needed resources at the table and in the classroom, we can achieve a negotiated solution. _______________ Glen Hansman, BCTF first vice-president and Vancouver teacher.   For more updates on bargaining, please go to the mybctf.ca portal. View a PDF of the 2013 bargaining timeline here.   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2011/11/pearson-alized-learning-guest.html?showComment0751321409393864,Staffroom Confidential: Pearson-alized learning: Guest commentary on #bcedplan Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, November 8, 2011 Pearson-alized learning: Guest commentary on #bcedplan Today's guest post is from David Komljenovic, Kamloops teacher   After researching more about the origins of the BC Education plan and the proliferation of the 21st century learning mantra, I am more convinced that our message could be "BC Public Education is not for sale".   From the information to follow, there is evidence that corporations and primarily one has benefitted from the underfunding and undermining of public education. My sense is that when government attempts to create crisis in education, corporations give the appearance that they need to come and pick up the pieces. Difficult to do in BC which ranks as one of the best in the world. But the BC Ed plan may be the equivalent to the premise of Snobelen's infamous speech on "manufacturing crisis" in Ontario's public education system.   Pearson Education is the largest corporation in the education market (not that there should be a market in public education - but...). With the recent move to provide districts and charter schools in the US with personalized learning options, consider their creep into Canada and BC.   First, consider what Pearson is doing in the field of Personalized Learning (http://www.pearsoned.com/pearson-and-knewton-partner-to-advance-next-generation-of-digital-education/). In the attached article, the company Knewton joined up with Pearson to provide a diagnosis tool for students proficiency (enter Standardized Testing). If you wondered how standardized testing fits with the BC Education Plan, consider the market for standardized tests and how corporations will say that they are just using them as a toold to diagnose learner need so that their program can be personalized. The program is also a product that can be provided by Pearson or Knewton or perhaps another corporation.   Second, Pearson is involved in taking over the international assessments (PISA) that consistently rank Finland, Canada, and South Korea at the top - more egalitarian and/or cooperative systems compared to the rest of the jurisdictions. (http://www.pearson.com/media-1/announcements/?i=1485). What will corporate control of the assessments mean - haven't put my mind to that question but it is a concern.   Then consider that Pearson has taken over BCeSIS. Again, a manufactured crisis - as if BCeSIS was even necessary. It was forced upon districts who spent countless funds and ended up being a failure. Here comes Pearson to the rescue to take over the program to replace it with BCeSIS. Consider this article from the Vancouver Sun: http://blogs.vancouversun.com/2010/11/17/bcesis-and-pearson-education-better-for-teachers/ .  Enter Bill 3 - the attempt by government to eliminate privacy protections that were in place before (https://www.privacyassociation.org/publications/2011_10_21_opinion_bc_bill_could_threaten_privacy/) . The government will have a greater ability to collect information on individual citizens and share the information with other agencies (Homeland Security in the US is a concern - so it providing the information to corporations like Pearson which will have access to the software system with just about all of a student's information anyways).     In terms of Personalized Learning in BC (which is the BC Education Plan), Pearson has already met with various districts to help provide services. Consider this article: http://www.pearsonschoolcanada.ca/index.cfm?locator=PSZqH7.   The icing on the top for government, they can say all of this necessitates them gutting our collective rights and have us worry about that while they are accelerating the sale of public education. But the real agenda, in my mind, is having corporations come in and provide (and control) funding where the government (and really the people of BC) should be stepping in.   Educational philosopher John Dewey stated "Democracy must be born anew in each generation, and education is its midwife". Media control in Canada is a concern in that few corporations control a fair bit of information, but education is all about thought. Personalized learning as a marketed program that is provided by one or two major corporations will provide one or two versions of thought - which is why the fight for professionalism is more important now than ever before.     So while teachers have been told we cannot wear buttons or place materials on bulletin boards to express thought, a major corporation will soon have unlimited access to children for what reason other than to exploit (consider the premise in the film "The Corporation" http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Corporation_(film).   Pearson's drive to control the world's educational needs cannot help but undermine what public education is meant to serve - which is a diversity of thought without control of any one opinion. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 5:24 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 7 comments: AnonymousNovember 9, 2011 at 11:00 AM One of the reasons why Finland is so highly rated in educational achievement (literacy specifically) is related to its language and overwhelmingly so. Finnish is a highly phonemic language: "The Finnish orthography follows the phoneme principle: each phoneme (meaningful sound) of the language corresponds to exactly one grapheme (independent letter), and each grapheme represents almost exactly one phoneme. This enables an easy spelling and facilitates reading and writing acquisition. The rule of thumb for Finnish orthography is: write as you read, read as you write." So, in effect, the language is really easy to learn. It is also easy to teach. There is less time spent teaching students how to read. More time is spent on content, which explains --in large part-- why Finland does so well in educational achievement ... and literacy. So, instead of reforming educational practices or using Ipads in the classroom (which might be relatively helpful nonetheless), the most efficient policy should be to reform the English language to be more phonemic! According to research, the average students should be able to read (and spell) English 2 years earlier than he or she is now! However, I doubt Pearson will want that from happening!ReplyDelete AnonymousNovember 11, 2011 at 12:05 PM Looks very much like the Koch brother's ALEC mantra is now infecting BC's public school system. They do fund the Fraser Institute generously.ReplyDelete LGTNovember 11, 2011 at 11:00 PM Brilliant article and scary reality.ReplyDelete AnonymousNovember 15, 2011 at 6:09 PM Somehow I doubt you'll see Pearson's software in St. George's or Shawnigan Lake. Good old fashion teaching will remain. Why else would the fat cats send their brats there? Just so they can sit in front of a console and follow a computer program? What we need to do is go back to streaming. Meat heads in one school and kids who care in another. Problem solved. Sounds cruel, but it will work. This garbage we're seeing from the Liberals will not.ReplyDelete David KomljenovicNovember 21, 2011 at 8:59 PM Compare the logo for the Surrey First Education civic party and the logo of Pearson Education. Eerily similar. T. James discovered this link and you can view the two logos at these URLs: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pearson_Education and http://www.surreyfirsteducation.com/ .ReplyDelete rightfootNovember 25, 2011 at 2:34 AM The English curriculum at Pearson is very old fashioned. Structured, traditional, little room for student choice. Not what 21st century learning purports to be. This is a con job.ReplyDelete rwMay 16, 2012 at 4:46 PM This is just what the idiots living in this province want. I'm not surprised. Actually, this has been a long time coming, and now it's finally here; The END of the BCTF and public education as we knew it. I’d expect the BCTF, BCGEU, nurses, and doctors to all go out in September, but only the teachers will be ordered back with the threat of dismissal. I would guess the teachers will defy the order and many will be dismissed and fined. I expect to see their union bosses thrown in jail for a couple of days for good measure. It will be ugly, but the teachers of BC have nothing left to give and nothing to lose. Many will simply be deemed surplus and let go.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ▼  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ▼  November (8) LRB dismisses BCPSEA application 19th century labour relations for 21st century edu... Change sweeps across many BC school Boards Victoria Trustee candidates - My voting card Is Bill 33 discriminatory? Pearson-alized learning: Guest commentary on #bced... Smartphones or saxophones? bcedplan gets it wrong Teacher activism: Keeping BC's education system st... ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media last tweet "" @ - 12:00am Follow @ last post "" facebook/ - Jan 1st Like Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12684&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 1999 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 12, Number 1, September 1999 Health and Safety Workplace violence prevention programs —Don’t go to school without one by Lynne Sinclair The Workers’ Compensation Board of B.C. recognized violence as an occupational hazard in 1993 with a new regulation that requires employers to develop and implement workplace violence prevention programs in all workplaces where the potential for violence exists. Sadly, schools are workplaces with a potential for violence and must therefore have violence prevention programs in place. WCB defines violence as “the attempted or actual exercise by a person, other than a worker, of any physical force so as to cause injury to a worker, and includes any threatening statement or behaviour which gives a worker reasonable cause to believe that he or she is at risk of injury.” (Worker to worker violence is covered in a separate WCB Regulation.) What is a workplace violence prevention program? Reporting of all violent incidents The first requirement of WCB is that all violent incidents be reported. Too often, teachers are reluctant to report or administrative officers either refuse to accept reports or attempt to minimize them. This is not only unlawful, it escalates the potential for violence by ignoring warning signs and failing to identify needed resources and actions to eliminate violence. Violence occurs when warning signs are ignored and when violence is not directly addressed. Students who are violent, whether intentionally or not, will never receive the services they need if their behaviour is not identified and addressed. Support services such as counseling, learning assistance, resources room, multi-cultural, anti-racism, and anti-homophobia, to name a few, are often keys to assisting students in achieving success and behaving in non-violent ways. Failure to report violent incidents allows employers to underestimate the extent of violence and puts teachers and students at risk. WCB relies upon statistics to develop its programs and coverage. Under reporting of violent incidents undermines the work of WCB and others in working to eliminate violence from schools. Your school district should have a special violent incident report form; if not, use the WCB accident report form that is available from the administrative officer in your school or from your staff rep. Risk assessments The second component of a workplace violence prevention program is a risk assessment of the potential for violence. WCB requires the employer to conduct a risk assessment of each school or workplace. This should include the design of the facility, the composition of the student population, previous incidents, teacher assignments, known risks of violence in education, and the number of specific students who are known to be violent or potentially violent. Remedies and corrective measures The risk assessment is the tool for identifying potential violence. WCB then requires that employers eliminate the potential for violence. If this is impossible, the employer is instead required to reduce the potential for violence. Corrective measures such as the provision of adequate lighting, the elimination of isolated portables, student background checks before entry, the transfer of violent students, and the locking of all outside doors with the exception of the main entrance are all ways to eliminate or reduce the potential for violence. Policies and procedures The employer is required by WCB to have written policies and procedures as part of the workplace violence prevention program. Clear reporting procedures, investigation procedures, roles and responsibilities, student codes of conduct, and so forth, are all important components of the plan. Training Teachers must be trained in all aspects of the violence prevention plan. Policies and procedures cannot simply be written and put on a shelf. WCB requires the employer to train workers to identify warning signs of violence, to respond appropriately to potential or real violence, to report all incidents of violence, and to be knowledgeable of the WCB Regulation and the school’s workplace violence prevention program. Information Teachers must be informed of any potential for violence that they face in the school. This includes the name of any violent student or parent with whom they may be in contact and the nature of the potential violence. Investigation and follow-up WCB requires the employer to investigate every violent incident and to take action to correct the situation and eliminate or reduce the potential for further violence. Actions range from providing additional support and services to a student, to restricting a parent’s presence in the school, to expelling a student. The Workers’ Compensation Board will back up its Regulation and has recently recognized that schools are workplaces where the potential for violence exists. Specifically, the Vice-President of Prevention, Roberta Ellis, has written to all school boards reminding them of their obligations under WCB with regard to violence prevention. This fall, WCB officers will be checking on the progress of all school boards. Failure to have workplace violence prevention programs in each school will result in orders being written and ultimately in penalties being assessed. School administrative officers are held responsible for their respective workplace and will be assessed penalties if they continue to ignore the WCB requirements. Recently, in two separate school districts, many orders were written up on schools where no violence prevention program existed. It is clear that WCB has finally run out of patience with school boards and administrative officers who have ignored the violence prevention regulation for over six years. What teachers can do If your school does not have a workplace violence prevention program as described in this article, phone your local. In addition, call the WCB prevention line at 1-888-621-SAFE or 276-3100 and report. This will ensure that an inspection by a WCB officer will occur and compliance with the regulation will be ordered. In addition, an inspection will likely identify and address other health and safety issues. All calls to the prevention line are confidential. Report all violent incidents in writing to your supervisor and the school H&S committee. Become active on your school’s H&S committee. New legislation provides time and money Bill 14, the Workers’ Compensation (Occupational Health and Safety) Act, comes into effect on October 1, 1999. It provides significant support to workers through their workplace H&S committees. All workplaces of twenty or more employees must have a workplace Occupational H&S Committee. Committee members must be provided with paid release time to do committee work such as investigations and reports, to prepare for committee meetings, and to hold committee meetings. This release time must be provided during instructional hours and must be sufficient in which to perform the work of the committee. Bill 14 also provides for educational leave of eight hours annually for each H&S committee member. The employer must provide the eight hours during instructional time but worker reps may choose the appropriate workshops and courses. The BCTF intends to have a full range of H&S workshops, which will be reviewed by WCB. Union-led workshops are an important factor in ensuring that the educational leaves are useful and that the workshops are presented from the perspective of workers. Employers must also now provide secretarial assistance and meeting space for workplace H&S committees. Other necessary equipment such as a tape measure, camera, or CO2 monitor must also be provided for committee use during investigations. Lynne Sinclair is an assistant director in the BCTF’s Organization Support Division)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13168,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 1999 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 11, Number 6, April 1999 A letter to The Province by Ralph Sundby The following letter was sent to The Province newspaper in response to its publication of The Fraser Institute ranking of schools. The portion in boldface is what the paper printed. As a parent of a Grade 9 student in a Vancouver school, I want to register my strongest objection to your comparison of secondary schools based on a purported “study” by the Fraser Institute. Such simplistic comparisons have been repeatedly discredited for a variety of reasons. For one thing, they represent a very narrow measurement that is of debatable validity. Further, they are devoid of any adjustment for economic, ethnic, or social factors. Show me an analysis of the secondary schools with respect to these factors, and I can tell you with a high degree of accuracy how the schools will compare on test scores. This is not new information to The Province and yet you persist in publishing these invalid comparisons in spite of harmful effects. The Province knows very well that many schools serving students from deprived and troubled backgrounds are doing a marvelous job and saving society enormous future costs by putting such youngsters on a positive path. Such schools will be degraded by the publication rather than credited for the fine work they are doing. My daughter attends what The Province would call one of the better schools. I think it is a good school, too, but I don’t want her teachers to sacrifice any part of her education as a result of being forced to teach “to the test.” The right wing Fraser Institute is not “prestigious” and The Province discredits itself in becoming an organ for its very conservative agenda. Ralph Sundby is a retired teacher and BCTF staff person. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7906,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 4, January/February 2005 Un défi : comment garder nos élèves dans le programme d’immersion jusqu’à la fin des études secondaires Par Ghislaine Varin Le programme d’immersion continue à grandir en Colombie-Britannique. Cependant, nous entendons parler du nombre décroissant d’élèves en immersion au secondaire. Dès l’élémentaire, plusieurs facteurs minent la persévérance scolaire. Conséquemment quand les élèves qui choisissent de persévérer en immersion arrivent en onzième et douzième année, leur nombre a diminué à un tel point qu’on ne peut souvent offrir une variété de cours ce qui contribue à la décision de continuer dans le programme ou non. Nous devons donc chercher à améliorer la persévérance scolaire afin de garantir la continuité de ce programme qui est reconnu et qui permet à nos jeunes de terminer leurs études secondaires dans le programme d’immersion. Saanich est un des districts où nous retrouvons un taux élevé de persévérance scolaire en immersion. Madame Anne-Louise McFarland, enseignante à l’école secondaire Stelly’s, a développé et guidé le programme bilingue dans le district. Elle relie le succès au fait que Saanich soit un des rares districts scolaires qui offrent le programme de français de base à compter de la maternelle ce qui a un effet positif et stable pour le programme d’immersion. Le français est valorisé et les parents protègent leur choix d’inscrire leur enfant dans le programme d’immersion ou en français de base. Le travail acharné du chapitre local de Canadian Parents for French a joué un rôle majeur pour garder le début du programme de français de base au niveau de la maternelle. De plus, il n’y a pas de limite à l’inscription dans le programme d’immersion. Pour créer un sentiment d’appartenance et de communauté, les élèves du secondaire participent à des activités avec les plus jeunes. Par exemple, les jeunes du secondaire écrivent des contes de fées qu’ils transforment en grands livres illustrés et qu’ils lisent aux élèves de l’élémentaire. Ils aident les plus jeunes durant les activités culturelles telles que le carnaval. Afin de valoriser l’habileté de parler en public en français, tout le monde participe au concours oratoire. Les discussions dans les salles de classe sont toujours encouragées au début de chaque cours - le plus de controverse le meilleur. Pour rendre les classes plus amusantes, il y a des compétitions de repas de classe, habituellement autour d’un thème comme Noël ou Pâques. ´ Après tout, une culture est comment vous vivez dans la langue ª dit madame McFarland. Il y a aussi le voyage en Europe qui est ouvert à tous les élèves d’immersion française et d’anglais durant la semaine de relâche. Pour couronner la fin de l’année scolaire et la remise des diplômes aux finissants de la 12e année, un grand événement est organisé. Les finissants ont un lien très fort avec le programme. Un outil efficace est l’échange de cadeaux entre les petits de la maternelle et les finissants. En fait, c’est l’événement le plus grand du chapitre CPF de Saanich. Les finissants écrivent une lettre inspirante à un jeune partenaire décrivant quelques-unes des choses merveilleuses dont ils ont fait l’expérience en étant dans le programme d’immersion. Puis il y a une grande fête où tout le monde est invité : les parents des enfants de la maternelle et de la douzième année, les parents des gagnants du concours oratoire, les parents des enfants de l’orchestre et de la chorale car il y a de la musique durant l’intermède, les commissaires d’écoles et le directeur général du district, ainsi que les députés, le maire et les journaux ! Les finissants prononcent leur discours en français et en anglais et tout le monde est là pour célébrer le succès du programme d’immersion. C’est une grande publicité en même temps. Pour accueillir les débutants de 12e année, madame McFarland organise un barbecue chez elle en septembre. ´ Cette année, c’était pour 50 ! J’ai un mur de photos dans ma salle de tous les barbecues précédents, voyages et activités que mes étudiants ont appréciés au cours des années. Le nouveau groupe d’étudiants de 12e année reconnaît les anciens étudiants et ceci a un impact sur la continuité du programme. ª Le programme d’immersion est un programme de choix et de haute valeur qui est de plus en plus populaire en Colombie-Britannique. Plus de 35 000 élèves y sont inscrits cette année et les nombres continuent à augmenter. Les enseignants et enseignantes qui se consacrent à ce programme exigeant continuent à investir leur énergie et leur passion dans leur salle de classe de façons créatives pour encourager les jeunes à persévérer dans le programme. Cependant, la persévérance scolaire au secondaire continue à être une inquiétude. Selon les modèles de succès tels qu’à Saanich, l’inscription au programme d’immersion doit être non restrictive ce qui garantit un nombre suffisant d’élèves au secondaire pour pouvoir offrir plusieurs options de cours nécessaires pour l’entrée à l’université. Les directeurs d’écoles et de conseils scolaires doivent appuyer le programme. Les parents peuvent jouer un rôle important dans la défense et la promotion du programme à ces niveaux et dans la communauté. Les enseignants et enseignantes doivent être les défenseurs et les porte-paroles du programme en utilisant tous les moyens de publicité disponibles à l’intérieur de leur école et partout dans leur communauté. Avec cet appui et cette publicité, les élèves reçoivent un message clair : le programme d’immersion est spécial, captivant, valorisé et mène à l’obtention d’un diplôme à la fin des études secondaires. Synopsis School districts that strongly support the French immersion program are successful in retaining their students until graduation. The involvement of teachers, principals, school boards and Canadian Parents for French continue being important factors in valuing French and making the French immersion program a success. Ghislaine Varin, Coordonnatrice des Programmes et Services français de la FECB. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/contacts.cfm?page=caps&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true,BCTF Contacts Home E-mail Lists Links A to Z Index Contact Us Help SITE SEARCH Quick Links BCTF formsBCTF NewsFrançaisLabour linksPensionsTeacher NewsmagazineTeaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Error Occurred While Processing Request The web site you are accessing has experienced an unexpected error. Please contact the website administrator. The following information is meant for the website developer for debugging purposes. Error Occurred While Processing Request Could not find the included template CFtemplates/caps.cfm. Note: If you wish to use an absolute template path (for example, template="/mypath/index.cfm") with CFINCLUDE, you must create a mapping for the path using the ColdFusion Administrator. Or, you can use per-application settings to specify mappings specific to this application by specifying a mappings struct to THIS.mappings in Application.cfc. Using relative paths (for example, template="index.cfm" or template="../index.cfm") does not require the creation of any special mappings. It is therefore recommended that you use relative paths with CFINCLUDE whenever possible.   Resources: Enable Robust Exception Information to provide greater detail about the source of errors. In the Administrator, click Debugging & Logging > Debug Output Settings, and select the Robust Exception Information option. Check the ColdFusion documentation to verify that you are using the correct syntax. Search the Knowledge Base to find a solution to your problem. Browser   Mozilla/5.0 (compatible; archive.org_bot; Archive-It; +http://archive-it.org/files/site-owners.html) Remote Address   207.241.226.112 Referrer   http://www.bctf.ca/contacts.cfm?page=caps&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true Date/Time   30-Sep-14 11:47 PM)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media jthornthwaite last tweet "Please join me in recognizing the vital work foster families do for B.C. kids http://t.co/bdYy1yh9Jc #FosterFamilyMonth #northvan #bcpoli" @jthornthwaite - 10:56pm Follow @jthornthwaite BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7432&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 6, April 2006 Stephen Lewis moves teachers to tears with tales of African children yearning for an education by Nancy Knickerbocker Many teachers at the AGM openly wept to hear Stephen Lewis, the United Nations special envoy to Africa, speak of the annihilation of whole societies by the HIV/AIDS pandemic. "I have no words to convey to you the carnage of this pandemic," said Lewis. Still, his eloquence and passion clearly conveyed the urgent need to take action to assist the children, parents, and grandparents struggling to survive despite the comprehensive devastation of families and communities. Lewis saluted the work of the BCTF in international solidarity and global education, emphasizing that everywhere he travels in Africa, children are yearning for an education. "No matter how calamitous their circumstances, when you ask these children what we can do to help they always say, ‘We just want to go to school.’ Even though their entire childhood has been destroyed and their psyches mangled, they want to be in school," Lewis said. He cited examples from Uganda, where "crazed" military operatives forcibly recruited boys to become soldiers and girls to become sex slaves; from Sierra Leone, where a "grotesque regime" of rebels amputated the arms of children to terrorize the population; from Rwanda, where children witnessed atrocious scenes of genocide. In all cases, the children pointed to school as the source of hope and healing. "After the Taliban were defeated in Afghanistan, who could forget the images of little girls marching to school, their faces radiant with excitement?" he asked. Now, as he travels throughout Africa, Lewis is struck time and again by the heroism, intelligence, sophistication, and courage of the people, especially the women, facing the HIV/AIDS pandemic. He said political leaders from Botswana, Namibia, and Lesotho have used words like "extermination," "annihilation," and "holocaust" to describe its impact on their countries. Lewis described visiting an elementary school in Harare, where Grade 5 students were having a life skills class on AIDS prevention. When the teacher asked the children what worried them most, eight out of ten said "death." Deaths of parents, other loved ones, teachers, and community leaders have left a generation of children without adults to care for them. At least 14 million children have been orphaned by AIDS, and that number is expected to rise by an additional four million in the foreseeable future, he said. Lewis decried the structural adjustment plans imposed on many developing countries by the World Bank because they limit children’s access to education and other vital public services. Schools that used to offer free education and lunch programs now have course fees, uniform fees, and even parent fees, thus closing the door to children of impoverished families. "School fees are a manifestation of globalization," Lewis said. "When all kinds of kids can’t go to school because of user fees, it does irreparable damage. There’s just too much inequity in this world." Lewis spoke passionately of the immense trauma suffered by young African children who watch their mothers die in anguish for lack of anti-retroviral drugs or even the most rudimentary painkillers. "How do you deal with the trauma? How do you repair those young psyches?" he asked. "When there is nowhere else to turn to overcome the desecration of the child’s life, it’s the teachers who become the therapists." He recounted visiting a primary school of 350 students where 251 were orphans. "How do teachers summon the inner resources to handle that? How do we convey to the teachers of Africa that we want to respond?" Lewis again praised the BCTF for its work in Africa, saying: "When you work with the teachers’ unions, you are refurbishing the strength and dignity of your colleagues as they struggle with these incalculable affronts to the human condition." Most of all, though, he praised the "magnificent" grandmothers of Africa, who must bury their own adult children and then care for their grieving orphaned grandchildren. He urged BCTF members to "take the issues, no matter how complex, into their classrooms. By allowing young minds to grope with them, you are allowing the global citizens to emerge." His voice thundering with outrage, Lewis reported that in 2005 global spending on armaments exceeded $1 trillion. "Yet we cannot find a microscopic smidgen of that amount to rescue the human condition. You have to ask yourselves what has happened to the world’s moral anchor. We have to do what we can to find it, and reassert it." The 700 teachers in the audience leapt to their feet in a rousing standing ovation, and later passed a motion that the BCTF match their individual donations to the Stephen Lewis Foundation’s Grandmothers to Grandmothers campaign. By the end of the meeting $7,809 had been donated, which will be matched by the Federation. For more information, go to: stephenlewisfoundation.org Nancy Knickerbocker is the BCTF media relations officer.)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=6948&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 7, May/June 2006 Benefits of joining the Retired Teachers' Association by Joanne Lauber Are you one whose "numbers" are adding up to that magical 90? Are you envisioning a September late morning coffee as you read the entire Globe & Mail, even as classes are in session in your last school? Is your mind taking you to those exotic places in the world that you’ve always wanted to see (at reasonable travelling cost)? If so, you must be contemplating the arrival of one of life’s rewards: the freedom to choose exactly how you want to spend your time, enabled by your pension cheque. The BC Retired Teachers’ Association (BCRTA) has celebrated 50 years of chartered existence and is the official voice and organization dedicated to promoting and protecting the interests of retired Teachers’ Pension Plan members, both teachers and administrators. Membership benefits • Maintain contact with colleagues. At the local level, you can attend meetings that focus on the social and are organized by branch volunteers-luncheons, day trips, speaker presentations, sports events. • Input into pension concerns through our on TPPAC, the Teachers’ Pension Plan Advisory Committee. The BCRTA has two voting members and five participants on the Teachers’ Pension Advisory Committee, and, currently, two BCRTA members who are trustees of the Teachers’ Pension Plan; one of these is also a member on the Board of the Pension Corporation. • Input into pension decisions through the Pension Plan Trustees as they deal with the challenges of maintaining pension indexing and health benefits. Since these benefits are not guaranteed in their present form, the BCRTA through its TTPAC representatives continues to work for their maintenance and improvement. • Participate in insurance plans at group rates: travel, home, life, and long-term care. Our travel insurance (MEDOC), for example, extends the benefits enjoyed by BCTF subscribers: the BCRTA base plan provides year-round coverage for an unlimited number of trips of up to 35 days each and up to $5 million in medical coverage. These plans are financially advantageous to BCRTA and only BCRTA members may participate in them. • Continue to serve others in a spirit of benevolence through the work of the R.R. Smith Foundation, which benefits educational projects both in Canada and abroad, and to which all BCRTA members belong. • Participate in the various BCRTA standing committees that afford opportunities for leadership and continued contribution, a chance to advocate for things that are important to you as a retired educator, to the education system, to the students, and to the future. • Keep current on matters pertaining to the interests of retired teachers through the BCRTA publication, Postscript, which you will receive four times a year. Postscript covers a wide range of topics of interest to retirees. Most branches publish a newsletter as well. • Representation through the BCRTA on the executive of CART, the Canadian Association of Retired Teachers; this association has influence on matters concerning seniors as citizens of Canada. • Affiliation with COSCO (the Council of Senior Citizens Organizations), which represents about 60,000 BC seniors advocating on your behalf. The BCRTA is a strong and active voice for nearly 13,000 retired teachers divided mainly on the basis of geography into 42 branches. (One of our branches is comprised of the post-secondary educator retirees across the province.) Each branch is represented at the AGM, which sets financial and policy issues and elects a provincial executive who meet regularly throughout the year. The executive, aided by the office staff, develop and implement concrete action plans to ensure effective governance. Membership fees The annual membership fee is a mere $35, and the local branch fee is usually less than $10. (You must join the provincial association in order to be a member of a local branch.) The membership fee is good value for your dollar, however. For example, in 2004 the BCRTA presented a brief to the newly elected teachers’ college that resulted in their decision to eliminate the proposed annual fee of $37.50 for non-practicing retirees wishing to retain their permanent BC certificates. There is power in numbers and your membership will enhance the strong unified voice of the BCRTA, an organization proud to serve the needs of teachers, administrators, and post-secondary instructors in their retirement. Go to our web site to find an application form, www.bctf.bc.ca/rta or e-mail pat@bcrta.com or kristi@bcrta.com. Joanne Lauber is a retired Langley teacher.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=31562,BCTF News Releases  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources   For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development News Release Archives 2014  2013  2012    2011 2010  2009  2008 2007  2006  Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2014 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  January 8, 2014 Class composition in BC worse than ever  Data on BC’s education system released by the government shows our province’s class composition is worse than ever before, said BCTF President Jim Iker. There are over 16,000 classes with four or more children with special needs. “BC teachers fully support including all students, like those with special needs, in our classrooms, but 12 years of cutbacks have meant those kids are not getting the support they need,” said Iker. “Ever since the BC Liberal government stripped our collective agreement in 2002, learning conditions for all students have deteriorated. We see the results today because more teachers than ever before are dealing with overly complex classrooms without the support of specialist teachers to support students.” The data released by the Ministry of Education shows there are 16,163 classes with four or more students with special needs. That represents one in four of all classes in BC. In addition, a staggering 3,875 classes have seven or more children with special needs in them. The data also highlights concerns with the support available for English Language Learners (ELL) formerly known as ESL in BC. There are 4,636 classes with seven or more English Language Learners (ELL). Within that total are 1,956 Kindergarten to Grade 3 classes with seven or more English Language Learners. “Class composition is one of the most important aspects in education,” said Iker. “An overly complex class puts immense pressure on the teacher to meet the needs of all students. As teachers, we fully support and embrace diversity in learning styles and needs in our classrooms, but we can only do so much without extra support before students lose out.” Iker also pointed out that the worsening of class composition year-over-year has coincided with dramatic cuts to learning specialist teachers. For example, since 2002 BC has lost approximately 700 special education teachers and over 300 English Language Learner teachers. Furthermore, BC has the worst student-educator ratio in Canada and funds education $1,000 less per student than the national average. “BC teachers are among the best in the world, but this government is making it harder for them to do their jobs and harder for students to get the education they deserve,” said Iker. “It’s time for government to step up, correct their past mistakes, and address BC’s worsening class composition.”  Click here to view the Class composition chart. -  30  - For more information, contact Rich Overgaard, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell). Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=27203,BCTF News Releases  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources   For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development News Release Archives 2014  2013  2012    2011 2010  2009  2008 2007  2006  Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2012 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  June 1, 2012 Teachers welcome province-wide strategy to end bullying  The BC Teachers’ Federation today welcomed the announcement by the provincial government that it intends to implement a 10-point antibullying strategy.  “For many years now, the BCTF has been calling on the province to take a leadership role on harassment and intimidation in schools,” said BCTF First Vice-President Jim Iker. “Teachers have long been concerned about the racism, homophobia, and other forms of discrimination that students face on a daily basis in school and in the community.”  Iker said the lack of a strong provincial strategy has allowed inconsistent and inadequate responses to serious situations. “So far the only movement has come from individual districts, thanks to the work of youth, teachers, some trustees, and community members, not because of provincial government action,” he said. “The BCTF has been calling on the province to take action specifically on the racism that Aboriginal and cultural minority youth face, as well as the toxic school climate facing LGBTQ youth.”  Iker noted that the Safe Schools Task Force reported back in 2003–04 that discrimination and bullying were substantial issues in all school districts—large and small, urban and rural. The experience of teachers and the continued research by the McCreary Society for Children and Youth reinforced evidence of the pervasiveness of the problem.  “We’ve been concerned that the existing standards have been too weak and the government has not enforced them consistently around the province,” Iker said. “Now we expect that the legal framework should be tightened and enforced province-wide.”  Teachers also believe that systemic change must be made a priority by ensuring that the curriculum and learning resources reflect the diversity and the lived realities of students. In addition, cuts to specialist teacher positions such as school counsellors, learning assistance, and special education teachers, have a disproportionate impact on vulnerable students. Students often cite the support they receive from these teachers as crucial in helping them cope with bullying situations. -  30  - For more information, contact Nancy Knickerbocker, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell). Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media last tweet "" @ - 12:00am Follow @ last post "" facebook/ - Jan 1st Like Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2011/04/me-too-clauses-no-barrier-public.html,Staffroom Confidential: Me too clauses no barrier - Public employees deserve a raise Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Saturday, April 9, 2011 Me too clauses no barrier - Public employees deserve a raise Education Minister George Abbott suggested in the media this week that teachers could not receive a pay increase because several public sector unions had negotiated "me too" clauses. This would mean that any increase to teachers would have to be replicated in some other public sector agreements. (See Vaughn Palmer - http://communities.canada.com/vancouversun/blogs/viewfromtheledge/archive/2011/04/08/me-too-clauses-a-barrier-to-any-raise-for-teachers-says-abbott.aspx) About time public employees get a raise, I say. In the period between 2000 - 2010, the Cost Price Index increased 19%. Public sector wages increased 17%. Private sector wages increased 25%. And of course MLA salaries, in just 2007, increased 29%. Public sector workers have taken an unfair pay cut this last decade, while private sector employees have beat inflation and politicians have felt fine giving themselves an extravagant pay raise. Public sector employees support our local economies. Fair increases to public sector workers will mean increased spending at small businesses in our local communities. This is especially needed in the face of reduced consumer spending due to the HST. And how is the economy doing? Here is one recent report from the National Bank of Canada: (http://www.fxstreet.com/fundamental/economic-indicators/canada-the-strongest-growth-in-14-months/2011/03/31/) In January, the Canadian economy advanced at its fastest pace in 14 months. Between March and September, economic growth in Canada has been soft but since then the economy is running at a spectacular 5.6% annualized growth and is accelerating month after month (top chart).... Consequently, the overall Canadian economy is poised for accelerated growth in Q1, running at a 4.2% annual pace so far in the quarter (middle chart). It turns out that this compares to the January BoC forecast calling for 2.5%. Moreover, the BoC also significantly underestimated Q4 2010 real GDP growth (2.3% vs. outcome of 3.3%). As a result, the level of Canadian real GDP at the end of Q1 2011 is 0.6% higher than what the BoC was expecting to see (bottom chart). While it is true that events in Japan will impact auto production in Q2 2011, we would expect a strong rebound in the second half of 2011 as the Japanese supply chain is restored. The fact of the matter is that the Canadian expansion is not threatened in an environment where the U.S. job market is strengthening. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 12:01 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest No comments: Post a Comment Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ▼  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ▼  April (12) Saanich school board votes to restore class sizes ... BCCPAC General Meeting - some interesting motions Saskatchewan teachers vote 95% in favour of job ac... Victoria School Board stalls in negotiations Langara versus the wage freeze Premier Clark says she will respect court decision... Whose fault was it? Some quotes from the court on ... Breaking News: BC Supreme Court finds law restrict... Saskatchewan teachers take strike vote BCSTA and "Waiting for Superman" Me too clauses no barrier - Public employees deser... Trustee Advocacy - Is it happening? ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2014/09/tentative-agreement-yes-or-no.html?showComment=1410978197990,Staffroom Confidential: Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, September 16, 2014 Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Despite what I know was a herculean effort on the part of our bargaining team, I very much hope that BC teachers will vote no to the tentative agreement. After five weeks of strike, and twelve years of legal battles, this is not the deal that will restore sanity to public education and it is not a fair deal for teachers and students. Just as teachers in Saskatchewan rejected a deal to ensure a better outcome, I hope BC teachers will consider a no vote to let our team know we have to go back to the bargaining table. Class size, composition The agreement provided a modified LIF fund starting at $75 million per year and increasing to $85 by the last year. It is for teachers only, which will mean a slight improvement in Districts where sizeable portions were spent on Education Assistants or senior District staff rather than teachers. However, in an average size District like Victoria (20,000 students, 1,000 teachers), this will translate into about 5-10 more teachers. That is one for every five schools. To put it in comparison, Justice Griffin's judgement estimated the lost funding due to lost class size language at about $330 million in current dollars. (Read more here about the proposed Education Fund.) I heard so many teachers speak up about the need to ensure that we do not return to over-crowded classes when the strike ends. This agreement does very little to alleviate what is the most pressing issue. Throwing away the court victory The agreement provides a "reopener" in the event we win on appeal our class size language. What this means is that the language returns, but is not implemented until new language is negotiated. Without the actual implementation of the returned language, there will be very little incentive for the government to bargain it back. We would essentially be back in the very same position we are in today, with government trying to bargain it out and us trying to bargain it back in. In my opinion, even if we were legislated back to work we would be in a superior position. If we won the appeal the government would then be forced to implement the language. We are thus throwing away our historic court victory and the bargaining pressure it potentially creates. The reopener is really only mildly less offensive than E80. In both cases, we have to bargain back what was illegally taken from our contract and the government will probably never have to restore it. In fact, the "reopener" creates the perfect opportunity for government to lock us out to try and force us to agree to something far inferior. Throwing away the remedy for the last twelve years The agreement provides $105 million to compensate for grievances over-sized classes for the last twelve years. Using Justice Griffin's estimates, our loss is roughly $300 million times 12 = over $3 billion. I cannot fathom how $105 million is a fair compromise. The BCTF's original proposal to put this money back into the system was a more fair and productive approach. This agreement means we can no longer go to the courts for a fair remedy. Wages The agreement is very close to government's original offer. While I would be willing to accept this if the class size language was returned, teachers should not be taking such a significant monetary loss without the commensurate gain in working conditions. We have lost roughly 12% of our annual salary. We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut. Minimal improvements There are very minimal improvements in preparation time for elementary teachers (10 minutes per week), and TTOC daily rate. The TTOC daily rate change may depend on your grid placement. It could actually be a wage loss for long term TTOCs who are above category 5 and step 7. There is also $11 million in health and dental benefits. At 40,000 members, this is $275 each. Hardly worth consideration in the context of the rest of the agreement. What next? There are a variety of options if we vote no. We can continue the strike. We can choose to return to work and continue bargaining. We do not, and should not, accept an agreement that doesn't meet our needs and doesn't meet the needs of students and public education. When Saskatchewan teachers rejected the first deal which had 5.5% wage increases over four years, the second deal had 7.3% increases over four years. They have said this still isn't good enough. For us, our main issue is classroom conditions. We need to say this isn't good enough. The way to do that is to vote no. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 7:48 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 124 comments: Troy MooreSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:17 PM The EC recommendation states the open clause will be argued from restored language. However, selling our grievances for nothing as the 105 million is strike savings, is plenty of reason to vote no. Further, no composition caps, but a fund controlled by Superintendents is enough reason to vote no. Thursday I will vote no.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:06 PM Re-opener also says "education fund" in place until new language bargained, so old language can disappear forever.Delete Reply Mme RousseauSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:33 PM Government starved us to death hoping we'd vote yes to whatever deal they'd offer. Planned it from the start.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:07 PM We can sill choose (collectively) to return to work if we reject this deal. Many options.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:09 PM Great analysis, Tara! I think that returning to work would be a bad idea. This will frustrate parents more if they need to find new ways to deal with taking care fo kids. USe the money given to you by the other unions. I am a teacher who had to quit for stress over the terrible condition of work (split FI grade 4/5, several low LD kids with little support, one severe with no support, 2 gifted (no support), and a principal who expected me to teach 2 separate social studies AND science programs)Delete Reply Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:56 PM Good points by all but the gov't succeeded in starving my family out and completly breaking us. I will be voting YES and live to fight another dayReplyDelete Replies schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:21 PM 'Fight another day'? In the last twelve years that we have been pushing back against this government, never has the tide tide been so much with teachers, class size/composition, and public education - and never has the government been pushed back onto the ropes (especially with the call for binding arbitration). What 'other day' is being proposed that we wait for? Now is the time. Vote 'no' and give the BCTF bargaining team a renewed mandate to get a decent deal for students and teachers.Delete Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:10 PM "Another day" means to wake up and realize that 2more weeks means my family of 5 could lose our home. It means I will do all I can to recall Cc, Factbender, and other mla's, and maybe even having "a guy I know" have a chat with them. In year 1 of their reign, I don't believe they even know what "the ropes" are. I will vote YES ...for my family, and I can live with thatDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:12 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply Karen FergusonSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:03 PM Just a question: When the Saskatchewan teachers voted no, had they already been on strike for 5 weeks?ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM No. They are working with no contract. They are not on strike.Delete Shannon DavisSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:23 AM I am a Saskatchewan teacher. We are not on strike; we are currently in the conciliation process after voting "no" to 2 previous offersDelete Reply "Mama Rose"September 16, 2014 at 9:27 PM Can we truly return to work without agreeing and continue bargaining? When I suggested returning to work a few weeks ago, the answer was "being on strike puts pressure on the gov't and without pressure they have no reason to settle." And can you explain more how legislating us back would be better than agreeing to this deal? And finally, why would the BCTF executive put forward a deal that was not a good one?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:30 PM Because they need confirmation of the resolve of the membership to get something better. That is what a no vote does.Delete Reply Troylana MSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:28 PM some great points to ponder, tara......thinking thinking....ReplyDelete schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:43 PM If we vote 'no' to the tentative deal we still have options: We'd not have a contract. But we could... a) strike with full picket lines b) partially strike with phase 1 (work-to-rule) in schools c) partially strike with periodic/rotating job action d) continue negotiating e) return to work and re-escalate strike f) some/all of the above ReplyDelete Replies Caroline MackenzieSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:21 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:14 PM a) will expedite matters (I say less that 3 days)Delete Reply danabjornsonSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:05 PM I am thinking that a legislated, crappier contract would only be in effect for 2 years max (before elections...). If we take this offer, then we will be agreeing to this pseudo-E80. Should we win the court case (which we likely will), we will have to settle on the terms of the THIS negotiated contract which doesn't actually restore learning conditions; it simply allows for those conditions to be negotiated. If we say n, then we default to the 2002 contract, which DOES restore the language. A "yes" vote is saying that we are good on "crumbs"; a "no" vote is saying we want an actual meal. That's my understanding, anyway. Please correct me where I am wrong, Tara. :)ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:44 PM And word is IF they legislate, they could opt to legislate back Grade 10-12 only causing the union to have to lay off all teachers and re-hire based on seniority. That will tear the union at the seams pitting teacher against teacher for those positions. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:17 PM There will be a general strike if that were to happen! They better not do this. They will regret it.Delete Reply imaginefunlearningSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:09 PM Some good points on the background of our fight over the past 12 years, which I have been actively engaged in; however we need to recognize the climate we are in. We are not in Sask. people! We have just come through a very long summer!! We need to thank our @bctf bargaining team & recognize the toll this has taken on all of us & our families. I don't have the luxury of more time on the strike line. This may be as good as it gets. Let's read the agreement and consider getting back to work and making some $ again! That's my 2 cents worth, which would come in really handy right now!!!ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:18 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply RobSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:11 PM Go back in work to rule mode. Work this winter to recall every Liberal MLA. ThAt is the only way to apply pressure to these criminals. ReplyDelete Replies Kate RestonSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:03 PM Recall! Not sure who won the battle but the war is still onDelete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:14 AM Well said Kate... I agree 100%Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:20 PM I think say NO and a better deal will be done in less than 3 days. These guys are not criminals, they are lower than that. I bet they get a sick pleasure in hurting the kids and the teachers.Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:31 PM An official recall is in the works: https://www.facebook.com/groups/316129595235450/?fref=ts Please consider joining.Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:26 AM Leah - do you honestly think anyone who voted BC Liberal did so thinking that they would act any differently on the education file?Delete Reply JJSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:16 PM I am glad to see other members who share my views. I am outraged at a 1.2 percent "raise" in salary per year that doesn't even meet inflation of currently 2%. I feel used and abused.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:23 PM Not to mention all of the other pittance! I am actually surprised that Iker asked teachers to vote on this! Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:18 PM Hi Tara Thanks for the summary! Will we be able to vote NO to the deal, but vote YES to returning to work? Will there be three options when we vote Thursday? Why did the BCTF agree to a substandard deal for us? If we vote no to a deal that was recommended to us, the teachers look like the bad guys and public approval will plummet. I am very disappointed and frustratedReplyDelete Replies KataSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:12 AM Public approval will not necessarily plummet. I have seen strikes where the membership has voted against the executive's "best results to date", and ended up with a better offer. This offer is an insult. The $300 million will not bring funding to the national average (I believe). More importantly, the wage offer is half of the average wage increase for public and private workers (StatsCan). Delete Reply MontySeptember 16, 2014 at 10:19 PM Thank you, Tara. My thoughts too, more clearly expressed. As well, Thursday is too soon to vote, too soon to vote, too soon to vote........ReplyDelete Richard ChalkeSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:21 PM Vote no and lose every shred of public support...just sayin!ReplyDelete Replies UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:31 AM I am a member of the public and would support a "no" vote. js!.Delete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:01 AM Richard Chalke, NO you won't! I am a mother with 3 adopted special needs children who need to be in a class that is designed for them and others like them (my kids are academically slightly delayed but their issues are more social and behavioural) where they can receive the education they deserve taught in a way they can comprehend. I will speak now for all the parents I know, and we will support the teacher's if they continue to fight for our children's best interest.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:28 PM It might not be pretty at first, but once we explain things (and I hope the Mandarin-speaking teachers flood the Richmond organization that voiced their concerns), they will back us. The 3 billions that the judge came to is the first I hear about. This should be stated to every newsmedia comment section in the province. Minimize pickets and flood those outlets with commenters, just like the Liberals do. Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:45 PM I am a member of the public and a single Mother of a child in the public school system. You will NOT lose one bit of my support if you vote no. I know that you are sacrificing so that my child can have a better education, and I am most grateful for it. Having said that, I also know that you are exhausted and broke. I have been dreading that you may have to settle for less than what you (we) deserve because the government succeeded in breaking you. I am not in your shoes, so cannot judge. If the vote is a yes, I understand and I am still behind you. Delete Reply Alison RocheSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:25 PM It is a crap deal. It's always a crap deal. Once you raise the stakes to striking, anything else is a cave in. The last time we walked out was the 3 day illegal strike where I threw away 1200$ and got EXACTLY the same contract I had the year before. The BCTF called it a win because they didn't rip up MORE of my contract. Ridiculous. There are a few of us that believe that working to contract, doing 100% of your teaching job and nothing more (like paying for supplies out of your own pocket or EC) is the only way teachers will survive this government. What if they get re-elected again? Then what? Teachers have lost thousands to these clowns to make "statements" about the state of public education in this province. We can't keep sacrificing ourselves and our families. And in the meantime, you talk to parents about why you have to take this crappy road. Because up until this strike they mostly didn't care about the state of education, but god forbid you didn't run a Sports Day. Then suddenly they wanted to know what the hell was going on. Keep the conversation going in schools. Attend your PAC meetings and stop enabling this govt to underfund and overwork the system. And still get paid!ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:20 AM I am very excited at the prospect of returning to my beloved job on Friday. However I will NOT continue to put my personal money into my classroom and I will be seriously reconsidering my involvement in extra curriculars. I think we shoot ourselves in the foot with all the unpaid work we so willingly volunteer to do. Delete Reply FCSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:38 PM I heard a rumour last week from a loose lipped government insider that after the 22nd, depending on the outcome of the negotiations the Liberals were going to announce a 3 step process. I was not clear if this was based on 3 steps to resolve the strike (perhaps the 3rd step is legislation??) or 3 steps to overhaul the education system, either way, they will settle it outright. I wish you all luck and all the information that you need to make a sound decision of what you feel is best.ReplyDelete Replies Lisa BurrowsSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:53 PM I have heard similar rumours. On the 23rd, the gov. was planning on introducing a $6000 per year voucher system for 3 choices: an academic or trades program, or something called EducationCanada. Not clear whether their intention was to privatize the public system, de-certify teachers and hire them back under new wage/benefits. Not clear where these rumours originated from. Maybe fear tactics to get teachers to vote yes. In any event, I plan on voting yes. I signed up to be a teacher, not a martyr. This strike has cost us a lot. We need to regain our livelihood and hopefully continue the conversation about class composition. We have at least awakened many people to the issue, and the court case is still an avenue that could eventually improve teaching and learning conditions.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:33 PM I urge all teachers to fight and say NO to this deal. Retired teacher who had to retire because horrendous work conditions. Make me proud. They will not last long if you say NO! I know this is tough, but there is money and I hear that Van City does offer loan at low to 0 %. Banks do allow you to miss a mortgage payment. Go talki to your banker.Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM Will school districts require teachers to make up missed days, as suggested in the media? Will the school calendar be changing to make up for the missed three weeks and if so will we be made aware of those changes PRIOR to the vote? ReplyDelete KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:41 PM "Wages..... We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut." And that is the cost of going on strike!!! There is nothing that can be done about that. You cannot go on strike and put up the raise you want every week to compensate for your time on strike - it doesn't work that way.ReplyDelete Replies Drew StevensonSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:59 AM I believe the missing "..." Suggests that they meant to refer to the losses against inflation since the last wage step increase. Thus this contract does not allow us to recover the buying power lost to inflation since the last non contract or "0%" year. Add those up and compare against the proposed increase and you see that by the end of the contract, we won't be able to afford the same value of goods (loaves of bread, watts of energy, litres of gas) that we could at the end of the last contracts term. It was not a comment about wages that were lost in the strike. Those are really small potatoes when compared to the grinding power of inflation over years and years. The next contract will use this latest for a bench mark so these losses to inflation will grind at all teachers for as long as they teach. A death of a thousand cuts to our ability to afford basic goods and services. Any raise less than inflation is a cut to the value placed on us and on our ability to pay our bills. Delete Reply Ed SSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:09 PM Having lost $20,000 (including summer school wages) as the single income for a family of five is far too much; I will be voting YES to the deal, unless the independently wealthy teachers out there who wish to continue the strike will pay my bills and mortgage for me.ReplyDelete Replies Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:14 PM I feel ya. Yes for meDelete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:18 AM Ed S. With all due respect (and I mean that), how did you lose $20,000 in the strike? Teachers were out 2 weeks (all out) before they were supposed to be in June, and now 3 weeks for the start of school? It is my understanding that teachers don't get paid through the summer months. Please correct me if I'm wrong, wherever I'm wrong. Shouldn't you have been financially alright for the summer months at least? Also all teachers knew this strike had a possibility of extending into the new school year but no one teacher budgeted for this possibility? I'm truly just trying to get a clear picture of where this all stems. NO disrespect intended.Delete BlairSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:12 AM Kelly, not Ed but if you look at the numbers there was the 10% lockout haircut in May/June plus the loss of most of June and the loss of much of September. In our 1 teacher (1 non) household we calculated a $9 K - $10 K loss so far. If you add summer school earnings you can easily make the loss in the $20 k zone. As for budgeting, we budget for the summer, but did not expect the 10% haircut, nor the loss of June/Sept days which completely messed our budgeting calculations. A very good friend (single teaching mother) was crushed by the loss of the June income and is without a penny today.Delete Mr. SmoothSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:35 PM The only one who didn't get a haircut was Jim Iker... and he needs one more than anyone else. What's with that over-coiffed 70"s mullet Jim? Does wonders for the BCTF brand image!Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:55 PM Jim's hair is not open for discussion in a respectful space like this. As for his salary, he is a teacher who does not get paid when we are on strike.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:04 PM Totally agree!Delete Reply Mr. GSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:24 PM If I thought they could do any better I would agree with voting NO, but you have to be realistic. The BCTF does not use professionals to bargain and always ends up with much less than they promise the membership when asking for a strike vote. While this is not a great deal for teachers, I really think you're fooling yourself if you think it'll get any better.ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:02 AM BCTF needs to be replaced with younger more adept representatives and advocates. Also, we should be hiring professional contract negotiators - you don't go into battle with cut throat corporate types with a wooden knife. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:37 PM This is BAD deal! Say NO to it and show those (expletives) that we will not take it anymore! Come on! Show them that teachers have a spine! They will respect us, oddly!Delete Reply retaSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:51 PM I agree with Richard. Those in the public that are uniformed would be furious, and there are many teachers who just can't afford to use their wages as their voice any longer - too much has already been donated to the government. In my opinion, the deal is pretty lame. I am sitting on the fence.ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:24 AM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:26 AM So true!!! I cannot afford to fight this battle for public education any longer. Why is this my personal and professional obligation??? However I think this deal is weak weak weak. I also think its the best we are going to get. Ideologically I'm on the fence but my wallet will vote YES.Delete Reply SirThinksToo MuchSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:54 PM My wife and I will be voting "Yes" on Thursday for it is the middle path. The easy path would have been for us to go back to school with E-80 & E-81 over our heads. The difficult path would be for us to vote "No" and put our mortgage at risk and having to continue asking retired parents for handouts to feed a family with three kids. The middle path is the wisest choice for us considering the current political climate in which those who do not teach are the quickest to judge it harshly.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:41 PM I understand that this is really tough for you! I almost died teaching a few month ago. I had to quit. Please consider holding on and say no. Remember the short loss in salary will be offset in the LONG-RUn by better salary increase. This is a joke! They will be laughing at you even more if we accept this. This is a very bad deal! However, I do respect your position!Delete Reply DaleSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:16 AM Why would classroom conditions be better on October 9th after being legislated back? We have been outplayed because of our stubborn refusal to outdated, tired old tactics. It is because of these actions that have led us to this terrible deal. Time to reset, regroup and stock up for the long haul. Can't do it if half the members commit hara kiri on themselves. We are a union of professionals not a cult. ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:49 AM Could not agree more.Delete schreck!September 17, 2014 at 9:44 AM Could you please advise which tactics you believe could have been used to secure a superior deal?Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:47 AM Full disclosure: I'm a BC Liberal supporter. The only people who would benefit from a NO vote are the BC Liberals. Teachers would be bargaining with no leverage whatsoever and would be viewed by a large segment of the population as unreasonable. The BC Liberals then get portray themselves as the only party capable of dealing with the BCTF. schreck! says that the BCTF has the government on the ropes, but he couldn't be farther from the truth. The government wants people to view the BCTF as their primary opponent. Disputes like this just shore up the BC Liberal base and protect its right flank. Any half-baked recall campaign will only reinforce that. It's true teachers aren't going to recoup the lost wages from the strike. I would suggest to you that that means this job action was probably not in teachers' interests, especially without any sort of appreciable strike fund. This is the best deal teachers were ever going to get with this government and people should have been able to recognize that in June. If you want my advice (which you probably don't), it would be to spend the next 5 years building up a strike fund, electing better leaders, and hiring a professional negotiating team. Don't bring a knife to a gunfight and expect things to go well. Focus on getting the best deal you can from whoever the government is rather than trying to change the government, the HST, Kinder Morgan or a thousand different issues that distract from education and erode the union's finances further. You'd be doing yourself a favour, and probably doing the NDP a favour at the same time. Also, if schreck! is David Schreck, you can thank his opposition to STV for the last two BC Liberal majorities. I know I do.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:11 PM One step would be to stop making political contributions to the NDP. This only contributes to the childish animosity and lack of trust that has constantly characterized negotiations. How else can the Socreds/Liberals view teachers except as enemies when they so publicly support their opponents. This stupid confrontational immature approach has to STOP!!!!! Education should not be a political fight when it is so obviously a valuable benefit to our society. It was an NDP government that legislated teachers back to work in 1993. Stop making education a political fight.Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:10 PM I don't think they have to go that far. CUPE and the Nurses still contribute to the NDP yet they don't have the same acrimonious relationship. CUPE and the Nurses just make their members their priority, and broader advocacy second.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:55 PM Ryan (possibly a Liberal paid commenter), with all due respect, I disagree with you. The cumulative increase in lieu of this will be better. Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can. I say to Iker, ask for 6% over 3 years because these people love to play the 15% over 15 year game to make it so big on the surface. Some people think that this is 15% every year. Believe me! I have seen it in comment sections. Others believe that the 15% is too high not understanding that they must divide things over the duration of the contract. It is time that we play it smarter. It is time to put the foot down and ask for money given to us by other unions, if it is needed. Banks can accept one late mortgage payment. It would be suicidal for them to not help. Imagine the possible damage if that ever leaks out. They could lose a lot in teacher money. I for one would pull my money out of a bank in support! Teachers are going to show this government that we have a spine! Enough is enough! Aren't you tired of being treated like kids? (Retired teacher who almost died in a car accident because of work conditions that were horrendous. I had to quit.)Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 AM Not paid by the BC Liberals. I pay them actually... :/ I imagine astroturfers of any affiliation wouldn't disclose their bias. "Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can." How did that work in May 2013? If the teachers reject a contract that their own union endorsed, it will make teachers seem unreasonable. Whether that perception is true or fair is irrelevant. It's what will happen, and teachers will be weaker as a result. Take my advice. Build up a strike fund and focus on the internal governance of the BCTF for the next 6 years. You'll be better off for it. Or not. I don't mind you or others making it easier for the party I support to get elected. I'd just rather not see kids and teachers hurt in the process.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:37 AM Ah! The "don't-hurt-kids" card, hey, when you have underfunded education for 12 years! WOW! That takes the cake! Are your trolling? Oh! You are serious? :) Would you be surprised if I don't follow your advice, considering your lack of logic? Would you be surprised if others don't follow your advice? It is ttue that bullies like you and your ilks love to show who is the boss, who is the teacher now! I suspect that is at the root of the problem! No one wants to fail in school! No one wants to get the strap! Sad that today's teachers don't like it too! But, who cares, we are ... teachers! We deserve it! BAH! BAH! BAH!Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:22 PM That's fine. I look forward to another 16 years of BC Liberal government.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:41 PM 16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate! Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan! Sociopaths do that!Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 9:35 AM "16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate!" 16 years of our opponents still don't understand why they lost. Like I said, that's fine with me. If I said the Liberals would be in power for at least another 13 years back in 2004 you probably would have laughed too. Heck, if I told you on May 13 last year that the BC Liberals would be reelected on May 14 you'd probably have laughed too. And you were wrong. Why is that? Answer that question if you want the NDP to win the next election. Without a correct answer to it, the NDP's cause is hopeless. "Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan!" You feel they are flawed, and that's fine. I don't go around calling people who disagree with me sociopaths, nor do I accuse them of being paid shills. But I also don't feel much need to address your ad hominems. There are logical arguments to support your position, but argumentum ad hominem is not one of them. It's a textbook logical fallacy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 1:15 PM Ah! Now I get it! It is all ego-based! You think because you voted the winning party that you are a winner and we are losers! You think because you predicted that the Liberals would win, you are winner. That does not make YOU a winner or the Liberals! It is called DEMOGRAPHICS, you expletives. The baby boomers are getting old and because they have more assets and won't make a whole lot more for too long, they need to vote a govn't who is going to do just that! It is not rocket science! WOW! You think you are so superior when your party stole an election with 47% of the popular vote. That's not a majority and your party should not have been elected. BTW, did you delete from your ethical memory the words Ethnic voting scandal? The field is slanted and you know it. However, you are so willing to minimize, forget the scams and bad fairplay tactics like a sociopath is allowed to minimize or ignore his or victims emotions that you don't see that you are the loser, we are the victim of your constant bullying. 1% wage increases after years of 0% increases and you can justify that when Yahoo reports that the average Canadian can hope to get 2.5% this and next year: https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html You Liberals behave like fascists, but we can't call you that because that's not allowed! Well! Guess what? It is and you are. Live with it! You keep on dreaming you are a genius! :) I am retired, getting soon a nice pension, and laughing at you from a beach somewhere! AHAHA! Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 2:14 PM What's with the name calling Peter? For someone claiming to be retired you really don't show the wisdom of age. For someone who talks about logic, you use logical fallacies like ad hominems a lot too. It's a fair point that the BC Liberals didn't get a majority of the vote (and I'm a very big supporter of electoral reform). The BC Liberals + Conservatives did though, and I don't think it's realistic to expect the BC Conservatives to have been more generous had they been part of government. Last time I checked I just voted. I didn't "victimize" anyone. Perhaps your rage is misplaced. If you think the election was "stolen" I'm afraid I have to question your grasp on reality though. "Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?" I'm glad you'll have a pleasant retirement Peter. I have no ill will towards you. I'm not sure why you think I do. I'm not saying people were *right* to vote BC Liberal. That's a matter of opinion. All I'm saying is people *did* vote BC Liberal. More voted BC Liberal than BC NDP for the last 5 elections in a row actually. You need to understand why that happened in order to change it for the next election. Clearly you're not interested in that though. Which is fair enough. Just remember next time you're upset about something the BC Liberals do that your lack of interest is part of why the BC Liberals get elected at all.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 3:23 PM I love your culture --or the lack of thereof! Guess what, stop thinking averybody is white and must follow your little rules. Namecalling? Sociopath? Whaaaat? And, what if you are? Still can't call you that? :) You fascist right-wingers are big on censorship! I just don't like you giving us lessons on how to get the NDP in. As stated, people are voting right of the NDP because it is a matter of demographics and a little ethnic vote buying on the side. The rest is mumbo jombo. Yes, of course, they will have to go on strike in the future and yes they will have to build a strike fund. The Liberals stole that from the BCTF too! And, you wonder why I don't have any respect for them? Yes, electoral reform is needed! We agree!Delete Reply JJ GeorgeSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:46 AM As a parent, I support the teachers and respect whether they choose to vote yes or no. However I noticed a discrepancy here from other information I've read regarding prep time for elementary teachers. Here it states minimal improvement to prep time - only 10 minutes per week being added. Elsewhere I read that it is 100 minutes per week for prep, increasing by an additional 10 minutes in the final year. That is a significant difference, and worth noting. Or have I completely misunderstood?ReplyDelete Replies Anne-MarieSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:59 AM Elementary teachers currently have 90 minutes of preparation time per week so an increase to 100 minutes per week is only gaining 10 minutes. In other provinces and some private schools they have as much as 45 minutes of prep time per day.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:56 PM Thank you for inquiring!Delete DW ZSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:57 PM You're right JJ George. There is a significant difference around the province regarding preparation times. In my district elementary teachers currently get 100 minutes of prep time. This new proposal is useless to me. I'll have to wait 6 years to gain an extra 10 minutes. Delete Reply UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:11 AM Almost nobody gets cost of living adjustments. Also inflation is NOT 2%. Do some research and look at the CPI for BC over the last 24 months. The average over the last 2 years is 0.7%, not 2%. The CPI changes every month so you cant just look at the highest month and declare that THE inflation rate. Check out the 12 month averages document for the actual numbers. http://www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/StatisticsBySubject/Economy/ConsumerPriceIndex.aspx All that being said I support the teachers. if you think this is a bad deal as a parent my dream would be for the teachers to vote no but continue bargaining because I do think the kids need to be in school and I do fear that the teachers will lose all support if the strike continues. All I ask as a parent is that you do your own research and try not to be swayed by all the opinions. ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:01 AM Inflation for August was 2.1% (http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/economy/cpi-report-expected-to-reveal-rise-in-canadas-core-inflation-rate/article20593943/). The CPI is a year-over-year calculation.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:43 AM Inflation should be looked at as a yearly average, not an individual month.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:34 PM The lawyers do not believe we have compromised our court deal. Our leadership would not have sold us out. We dodged a bullet. The Premier had something loaded even if we are not sure what it was. The idea that we could simply return to work is not guaranteed. I think a no vote could easily lead to the Liberals locking us out again because the Premier wants to crush us and she will use any excuse. She did not want to take the advice of her people and do this deal. I am certain a plan for drastic action (where we have to take the concessions they had planned) or worse - was in place. We can't guarantee the press will do any better job explaining the complexities should we say no. They rarely sided with us in markets outside of Vancouver where people are more political and they often misled or allowed others to mislead. They are not helping and would sensationalize. This would see dissolution of support very quickly - especially if we asked for wages. (Though admittedly it angers me that we can't ask for wages without being accused of being greedy when that is what most bargaining units do). But we have argued this is about kids and while this is not ideal - it is better to have teachers than not. The deal does suck in that it does not bring us to par - but this fight needs to be won with a strategy that is political and capacity will do that in another round. We have some support - but it is limited to the choir. We need to have the pews too. We need to build that capacity while working and continue to find allies because the fight is bigger than most people want to consider. This is about ideology and about privatization. Education always was political but never more so than now and we have to fight this party or the conservatives who would do the same or worse. No teacher who is responsible can ignore the politics any longer. That is simply the truth. If you work in the system you better get informed and you better be prepared to fight until retirement for the system. That said, I want to ask the same question others are asking: Why is this the job of 42,000 teachers and not the job of all citizens who want equality to fight for this right? It is time (while the conversation is still on-going and up to and including election night) for us to guide the public where we can but mainly play our part by not propping the system up. Make poverty known. Make noise about shortfalls, ask questions (in the media or in board offices ) about who is going to fix it instead of paying ourselves, volunteer some but wait for the pubic to step up so they see what schools lack. I hate the deal too. But I trust Vince Ready and Iker and I don't think we could have done better right now. I think we dodged a bullet because I have read everything this government has put out and followed the trail. They plan to privatize and they are just looking for the route. Voting YES for now does not mean we are giving up. It does not mean a win in the way we wanted but we have won a battle that will lead to us winning the war. If we don't rest up and stock up we might not get there.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:57 PM Well, if it is bigger than just this battle, then we will need ALL the unions to strike if they do indeed use drastic (draconian) measures. I say it is time for ALL of the unions to call a general strike. I guarantee that they will not like that one bit. What will they do then? Call the army? :) People in Europe, at the end of the 19th century stood up in mines. General strikes do occur in Europe and have. If you think you had it tough, think of them who stood tall for US in tougher times and conditions. Make sacrifices. Sell furniture. Tutor on the side. Ask for the BCTF money. Ask your banker to help. As friends and relatives. If we say NO, it won't last long. If they legislate us back, let's call a general province-wide strike of all unions. Delete Reply Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:47 AM Between CC's smug smile as she celebrates slaughtered teachers and Jim Iker's goofy grin - seemingly unaware that he has been a willing puppet, I am thoroughly disgusted. Over the next 5 years, teachers will be in an increasingly bad situation financially, classrooms will continue to be too large and complex with increasing medical, social and environmental issues impacting academic delivery. It could not be less obvious that things will continue to worsen. The Liberals have ensured that BC is rapidly becoming the Canadian Monaco for rich off shore interests and wealthy corporations. Soon the underpaid "workers" will have to be bussed in daily to Vancouver - Asian style. The only recourse is to move to just about any other province and bring in up to $100,000 more over the six years with much less cost of living. So we are bailing, encouraged by friends who have gotten positions in Manitoba and Alberta. My colleagues and I discovered through contacting several school boards across Canada that specialist (special needs and behavioural) and secondary science teachers are in particular demand. I want to work in a professional, respectful environment where the needs of all children are considered a priority and where I feel inspired to do my best. However, I want my vote to reflect the wishes of teachers who will be here over the next 6 (5) years, so very much appreciate your blog and opportunity to read the comments.ReplyDelete Bert SlaterSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:11 AM To vote YES will throw away 12 years of effort, and 2 victories in BC Supreme Court. To vote YES will be to snatch defeat from the jaws of victory. If you vote YES what bargaining power do you think you will have - the government will do nothing, and then what do you think you will do - take job action? PLEASE VOTE NO.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:59 PM Time to show you have a spine!Delete Reply RodSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:06 AM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Cool HandSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 AM Wouldn't a 'No' vote be a vote of no confidence in the BCTF itself?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:02 AM Not at all. It is just a message to the leadership we need to do better. The strength of the union is the members, and we support the leadership by giving them direction through democratic means.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:40 PM I disagree. How else can a recommendation by the EC to vote yes be interpreted? Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:00 PM I am sure people will interpret this both ways, but it is a vote. If it is supposed to be a "Yes", because it might be interpreted one way, then why bother having a vote?Delete Kate TSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:07 AM Yes , it would be. I don't think we could come out much better than this with this government. How will a No obtain that? Christy will be happy, she can declare the BCTF gone and roll out her plan to privatize. Delete Reply David DeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:06 AM A no vote would be a rejection of a the court victories defied by the government and an inadequate deal containing some vague promises that won't meet the needs of teachers or students on class size and other important issues.In Ontario elementary teachers get 200 minutes of prep time per 5 day cycle. I know there is financial hardship, but the union has received close to $2 million in donations from other unions; is there no way of accessing hardship funds? At minimum, vote no and return to work on work to rule with various strike options.ReplyDelete Erica JonesSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:25 AM This article actually makes me so mad. It is NOT better for the kids that they have missed almost all of june and all of september. This is what you signed up for in BC as a teacher. Get on board or GET OUT.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:20 PM Is this really what teachers signed up for? At my high school, each class has about 30 kids, with an average of 17 kids per classroom with an identified learning disability. Our district says that there should be no more than 4 kids per classroom.. How do you expect non-specialist teachers to help each student when over half of them require more resources because of a learning disability? Furthermore, are you generalizing the "better-ness" to all the kids in BC? Because I don't think that it would be better if kids went back considering the learning environment isn't up to par. There are barely any Education Assistants, and support teachers for the multitude of children who need them. While I recognize and appreciate your enthusiasm for education, please realize that the public school system isn't a daycare. Also, please think about your words and the learning environment prior to speaking out. By the way, we're not an autocracy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:08 PM I can understand your frustration! Understand mine! I almost died at 7:30 pm one night returning from teaching a FI split class with several students who did not get enough support or no support at all. The principal expressed to me that he expected me to teach 2 different social studies programs and 2 different science programs. ANYONE I talked to knows that this is impossible to do, especially in French Immersion when kids get no support at home and books are often too hard for students to read. I had to quit my job. I did it for me and did it for the kids. I was like a surgeon who is asked to operate on 5 patients with an old scalpel with 2 inexperienced nurses. Predictably, 4 patients would die and I would be reprimanded! Teachers are put in terrible conditions and kids too. I hope you have the openmind to consider the reality of this honest personal anecdote. I also wish you to understand that this is likely not an isolated incident. What will it take? A kid to commit suicide because he or she is not getitng enough support?Delete Reply hilarySeptember 17, 2014 at 10:29 AM It is incorrect to equate lost funding with what the teachers would have received in grievances. The two are not equivalent. The starting position of the BCTF was $225M, so they never expected $3B to resolve grievances. I'm also interested to know where you get your figures on overcrowded classrooms. A recent Globe and Mail article says that classrooms are, on average, smaller than the caps set in 2002.ReplyDelete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:36 AM The signing bonus should be roughly $2500 each: 105 million divided by 41 thousand.ReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:53 AM It is not that simple. The $105 million is to be allocated by the union. The term "signing bonus" has been crossed off on the signed document. Some of that money may be used to pay union debts. Don't know this but clarification would be useful.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:16 PM Just quoting from the CBC news website, "And finally there are details of $105-million fund to settle grievances stemming from the ongoing court case. The BCTF says that money will be given out as a signing bonus, with specific amount yet to be determined."Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:34 AM I think it would be smart to put at least part of it into your strike fund.Delete Reply WheelsSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:55 AM If the money is used as a signing bonus, it should be based on FTEReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:12 PM Yes I am sure it will be based on FTE. The question is how much of the $105 Million is actually distributed. This is up to the union, and I am told that it is yet to be decided.Delete GuruSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:44 PM And don't forget all the retired teachers who are entitled to a share of it.Delete Reply Geoff OrmeSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:18 PM In another discussion of this someone suggested that under BC Labour Law a no vote means rejection of the proposed deal, and that means the strike continues until either: - the union in question elects to stand down - another tentative deal is presented or - the government imposes a legislated contract. I think the last of these is the most likely, and I believe the legislated contract would be draconian and brutal. What do you think, Tara? Also, I would appreciate your thoughts on Sandy Garossino's comments at https://storify.com/Garossino/should-teachers-accept-the-contractReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:14 PM If this is so, in a few month (likely a couple of years), teachers will win so much more with a Supreme Court judgment! It is possible that the Liberals know that the higher courts are stacked by Liberal judges (that is what happen when judges are chosen, not elected). In any case, a negative settlement (or not a great judgment) will galvinize the public to reform the way the Supreme court judges are being chosen. I doubt that any govn't will want that to happen. A legislated contract will make the LIbs look like sociopaths and dictators.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:47 PM Peter I think you are expecting far too much from the public, many of whom are only paying attention to this matter due to kids being home from school. The public are not remotely this savvy on the political process.Delete Reply IslanderSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:09 PM I am a continuing education teacher. We have it even worse and we are not listened to enough about our poor conditions. Those include no prep time (and we do have to mark and do report cards many times a year sometimes and commonly for 30 students in a class), travelling to different schools with no compensation, and having next to no breaks in between 3 hour classes. I worked for two years with no lunch break and taught 6 hours straight (just 15 min. breaks) to be told, "don't complain since there are others who will do it". We then got 15 min. breaks in between classes. Most of our students are wealthy immigrants, many who try to stay in classes as long as possible since the classes are free. After spending a year in Germany, I realize how better organized it is where the immigrants pay to learn the language on a sliding scale, and have to pay for a student book as well for each class. We do not even have text books, but photocopy so much at tax payers' expense. This is not right. I then teach summer school since we were not on a 12 month continual salary and most of those students are also immigrants (at least 75%). This is also free and it is becoming so common and the new immigrants know this is free babysitting and tutoring. I think one main problem is that we have so many new immigrants in our classes who need ESL like this article states about our inclusion style of education nowadays: http://www.vancouversun.com/life/Shelley+Fralic+trouble+with+schools/10203596/story.html I am honored to be teaching and like my job, but it does get exhausting especially since I need two or three jobs to pay the mortgage that I now no longer have.. back to renting since it all I can afford in this city that has become so expensive. And many don't realize that it is very very difficult to get to full time work as a teacher here. There was a formula that made it take about 10 years to get to f/t (now finally changed). I have been without pay for 3 months, and now had to finally rent a place in anticipation of returning to work, so I have to vote "yes", but please keep the comments coming for what alternatives we have. Maybe we have to just educate the public in a better way than picketing; maybe get out and walk around malls and talk to people and hand out pamphlets on how this liberal government is hurting this. Most Asians (probably just the new who are from such a different system) are already against the teachers since they do not seem to understand what is going on. http://www.vancouversun.com/Business/asia-pacific/Chuck+Chiang+Many+Asian+families+place+blame/10202757/story.htmlReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:17 PM First of all, myn thoughts are with you! I think your ideas about using different strategies is smart. Picketing is not a very good strategy to let people know about things. I think using the membership to flood media comment sections would be more effective. Going to talk to the public might be a good idea along with this, I think. Phone the BCTF and ask for support.Delete Reply Marsha HolleySeptember 17, 2014 at 1:36 PM A teachers wife Vote no you have come to far to back down. It is a -----Y DEAL. ReplyDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:45 PM Ask yourself WHY teachers cannot get 1/2 of the average increase in salary of the private sector? (The Libs will tell you because there are sooooooo many teachers, but I also hear that there are provinces where there is a need for teachers!) TORONTO - A new study says that Canadians, on average, can expect about the same size salary increase next year as in 2014. Human resources consultants Pal Benefits says a survey of 401 organizations, mainly in Ontario, Alberta and British Columbia, projected salary increase for 2015 at an average of 2.79 per cent. That was almost unchanged from the 2.74 per cent average increase projected in last year's survey. Meanwhile, in addition to the average salary increase remaining relatively steady year over year, the survey found that the percentage of employers who plan to freeze salaries appears to have stabilized at eight per cent —in the same percentages as was projected in 2014. Breaking down the numbers further, the survey found the average salary increase anticipated in the engineering, financial services and high technology sectors was three per cent. That compared with an average of 2.5 per cent on the low end for organizations in durable manufacturing. https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.htmlReplyDelete "Mama Rose"September 17, 2014 at 9:12 PM I used to agree with you, Tara, and appreciate you bringing these items to your blog to get us all thinking. But after a very long night and day of research and discussion, I realize I will be voting yes tomorrow. Here is why: I don't care about salary or benefit increases. That is not why I went on strike. I don't care if this tentative deal is not good for teachers. That's not why I went on strike either. For me, the single most important issue is class size and composition. I want to work in a classroom where I have enough time and resources available to me to adequately help all the students I teach. And while it is true that this tentative deal will not change anything in the classrooms right now (or at least most of our classrooms), I realized that we couldn't actually make changes in that area because the issues of cs and c is before the courts. When I made that connection and realized that this round of bargaining was really about a "good enough" agreement regarding wages, then the deal seems, well... good enough. BUT, the best part, is the language the BCTF legal team made around the furture court decision (the re-opener). They have it in writing that if we win the court case (which is likely) and when we have to start bargaining class size and comp again (that is exactly what Justice Susan Griffin said we would have to do) we will be STARTING from the 2002 levels. To make this simple to understand, I explained it to my friends using a number line. With this new language, the BCTF starts the next round of bargaining at say a 50. The government will want us to go to 10 or 15, and we'll compromise and end up maybe 25. But WITHOUT that language, we would have started bargaining at a 10 and only gone down from there. So I do believe it is the best deal possible, it still factors in the biggest issue (from my perspective), we do not lose the important gains of the past, and most importantly, everyone gets to go back to school.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 PM Mam Rose, I appreciate your point of view and your courage. However, let me point out to you and the readers that a decision at the BC supreme court might not turn out the way teachers anticipate. We all know that judges are appointed and who does the appointing? "All justices of the BCSC (including the position of Chief Justice and Associate Chief Justice) are appointed by the federal cabinet, on recommendation of the Minister of Justice. Masters are appointed by the provincial cabinet, on recommendation of the Attorney General in consultation with the Chief Justice." (Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Supreme_Court_of_British_Columbia) Now, I would like to think that all of those people are objective, but they are appointed and we know that there are political appointments. They have a lot of discretion over the laws and judgments. I am willing to bet that the BC Liberals do know this and are betitng the farm (or do they know something we don't know) that the Supreme Courts are stacked against teachers? So, I am not sure if we can count on a WIN if we proceed with the court ruling. I think we would be better to negotiate and negotiate a better deal.Delete Reply retaSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:57 AM Yes...no...yes...no...The last two days have been this. I’ve read so many articles and comments over the past few months and, I can say, I have learned a lot. I know this is not a great deal for teachers right now. I will be voting yes. This is why… 1. The children. Without going into the multiple issues (e.g., grad, post secondary, trades, sports, global education/trips, planned activities, those with varying degrees of special needs, those that need a soft place to land, etc., etc.) the children need to get on with their education. 2. The parents. For many parents, this strike is a financial burden. We do not like to be called baby sitters, but for many living below the poverty line, school is a financial relief. Winter is coming; gas bills will be expensive. 3. Poverty. Remember, BC has the highest child poverty rate in Canada. Schools feed and clothe numerous children. 4. The other systems educators work collaboratively with. MFCD, CYMH, foster parents, group homes, and the multitude of non-profit agencies that support vulnerable children and families are bursting at the seams. We are a part of that team. 5. CUPE. While some have been paid during this strike, that money is coming from districts. It was not provided by the government. And, CUPE is a partner in education - from the bus drivers to the tech dept to custodians to secretaries to EAs and so on. 6. Small Businesses. In our little towns, the school district is the number one employer. There is a direct cause-effect relationship between loss of wage and loss of business. 7. Money. The amount of money that is needed to reverse the erosion of the public education system over numerous years cannot be recouped in one sitting. This agreement is a start. It’s not much but the stage has been set. 8. THE COURT CASE. That is why we were on strike. All the other stuff could have been resolved months ago, but our government was working hard to make the court case go away. Well, it still exists. I consider that the victory. We live to fight another day (as rhetorical as that sounds) AND I hope people actually read the ruling and think critically about how a loss could impact the future of the Charter of Rights, and the power of government to contravene those rights. I am guessing we will vote to ratify as so many fear “what’s next?” from this government. It’s nasty business, and I think legislation would be next. VALUING PUBLIC EDUCATION needs to come from a STRONG, CONSISTENT public voice. If we do ratify the agreement, and those in the profession and public think we've given up, we have not. We’ve been fighting for years. We just haven’t been heard… until now. ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:21 AM I understand your point of view, but sometimes you have to fight to get what you want. This is a VERY bad deal, considering: Other people get on average 2.5% salary increases last year and this year and the next and the rest of us get 1% and must feel happy if we do.? (https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html) THIS DEAL is a horrendously BAD deal for kids/parents as well, of course. We are going to continue to be humiliated and be the laughing stock of many people of this province. After a decade of paycuts, WOW, this is what they are willing to offer! WOW! WOW! WOW!Delete Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:30 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Reply Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:37 PM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:08 PM Let's cross our fingers! I think we need a general strike by all unions if CC legislates teachers back. It is time to put the foot down and tell her and the Liberals that, as in the movie Network,"I am mad as hell and I won't take it anymore!"Delete Reply Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 8:26 PM Needs help on some stats for an online debate Looking for the last 10 or 15 years of contractual salary increases in %. So, 1% for 2001, 0% for 2002,...ReplyDelete Children FirstSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:00 PM Well it's all done now. Really hope the teacher's can find another angle to deal with class size and composition as well as student funding. The government will make sure the coming court case never swings your way no matter what. 2nd most expensive place to live in the the world!!! Wonder why and where the money goes??? ReplyDelete AnonSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 PM I'm an outsider, but have followed closely this whole fiasco and this is a RAW deal. Your union hung you out to dry on this one - taking a really bad deal (clearly no one from the BCTF had rudimentary math skills in their toolbox) and then publicly encouraging to the media that teachers accept the deal....what choice did you have - a no vote would have outraged the public. I could go on and on, but the bottom line, in my opinion, is that your union better get some stronger leaders who are PR and technology savvy. Out with Iker and the rest of those who bargained on your behalf - they just got ......well , we know that happened. Whew, can't even believe how screwed you got, absolutely amazing - nothing meaningful gained in the big picture and only very minor gains for a small group of people, bigger losses for the majority.. Wow - I better stop now. Best of luck. Thanks for all you do for our children. ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ▼  September (9) Reflections on the BC Teacher Strike BC Teacher strike - Lessons learned Response to Sandy Garossino Will the Education Fund improve classroom conditio... Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Class composition: a human rights perspective Class size and composition - a short visual histor... Guest post - I WILL HOLD THE LINE Teachers - let your leadership know it is time to ... ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9942,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 4, March 2003 Looking back 70 years ago A sword hangs over education. To prevent this sword from sinking to the vitals of the whole enterprise of education, built of the blood and sacrifice of pioneers, will demand the utmost of statesmanlike co-operation between the leadership of school and the leadership of society. This sword that hangs over education is but sign and symbol of the peril that confronts all of the social and cultural enterprises of our common life in this phase of unprecedented depression through which we and the world are passing. The sword that hangs over education and the other social enterprises of government is the sword of imperative retrenchment forged in the fires of an irrational depression. The peril lies not so much in the existence of the sword as in the way we wield it. (The B.C. Teacher, March 1933) 50 years ago Though the teacher is engaged in teaching he has a greater duty. It is this: unless he has created a taste for study, unless his digressions have illuminated the dark recesses in some young mind, unless he has insisted that his pupils attempt to think and judge for themselves, unless he has given them a fine contempt for clichés and platitudes, for woolly, mushy thinking and ambiguous, muddled expression, unless he has shown them that values are more important than facts, and that imagination and compassion are superior to academic knowledge, unless he has done these things, he has failed. (The B.C. Teacher, March 1953) 30 years ago The public is appalled at student unrest. At a time of unparalleled affluence and opportunity, many protest that students are insensitive, indifferent and ungrateful. In the extreme, students are accused of having assaulted middle-class ethics by experimenting with drugs and sex, by committing acts of violence and by damaging property. The thesis of this article is that student unrest is a manifestation of a societal crisis. Furthermore, it is proposed that this crisis of our society is a crisis of values. (The B.C. Teacher, March 1973) 10 years ago How does the province decide what should be spent to operate the province’s schools? We are not completely certain how this decision is made. Indications are that the Treasury Board, a group of cabinet ministers, looks at the province’s financial situation, and in their judgment decides how much money is needed to operate the school system in the coming year. Actual needs of students are not examined; advice from school districts is not sought. Whether current expenditure levels or real costs are considered is not known and appears doubtful. What the school system is to achieve, what its mandate is, appears to be ignored. (Teacher Newsmagazine, March 1993) – Chris Bocking, Keating Elementary School, Saanich Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7320&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 4, January/February 2006 How music came to the world Who doesn’t love a good story? Produced by Mary Filleul, this new curriculum and CD package is an interdisciplinary, cross-cultural resource for Grade 8. It uses stories and music from around the world to teach and reinforce reading comprehension strategies. The enhanced CD is the work of Valerie Dare, teacher-librarian at Britannia, and features 12 lively and provocative stories about musical instruments from around the world, performed by top Vancouver world music artists and storytellers. Short video clips of musicians playing the instruments as well as information about the origin of the instruments help to build students’ understanding of the universal experience of music in cultures ranging from the Ivory Coast to China. The liner notes are detailed and offer the history and significance of each of the unusual instruments featured on the CD. The stories themselves are powerful, moral and mythic tales, which have been passed down through a grand oral tradition, which again is a universal cultural characteristic. For eight of the twelve stories on the CD, extensive curricular activities are presented which introduce and reinforce the following essential reading skills: predicting, questioning, visualizing, sequencing, making inferences, summarizing, perspective taking and responding. While this curriculum is geared to an average Grade 8 class, many of the activities will be most suitable to those teachers who are working with struggling and/or reluctant readers. Because the stories are from diverse places in the world, this multicultural unit would be very appropriate for a culturally mixed classroom. This unit is based on the author’s dozen years of experience working with inner-city youth in a multicultural secondary school setting. Because of a myriad of reasons from poverty to popular culture to second-language issues, students frequently do not practice the thinking skills required to process and understand texts. They have short attention spans, require constant changing stimuli and sigh that everything is "boring." They have learned to "fake read," that is, to pretend a level of understanding that is limited to literal comprehension at best. Engagement as the meaning making act of reading has become the challenge for teachers across the curriculum as students who struggle with reading generally experience little success in the secondary content areas. Engagement will definitely be heightened as students will listen to the best local storytellers while they follow along in their text version of the story, included in the photocopy ready package. That modeled fluency will teach and reinforce students’ own ability to make meaning from text, and build context vocabulary skills. During reading, good readers use comprehension habits to mentally organize ideas and information from the text to the readers own experience and then generate connections to new ideas. How Music Came to the World is based on the explicit teaching of these strategies, which are culled ideas from a body of sound reading research. Richard Allington (2002) asserts that the key strategies for reading comprehension instruction can be reduced to "six Ts" and represent the common features of all exemplary reading teachers. This unit is designed with these strategies at the core. They include maximizing the time spent on the task of reading, explicit teaching of comprehension strategies, talk around texts and meaning making, texts that are connected to students own lives, tasks that are challenging and stimulate thinking, and testing practices geared to improvement rather than achievement. All of the foregoing will serve to maximize students’ success, particularly in an inner-city environment. Diverse learners bring a variety of experiences to the classroom and have different ways of viewing the world. Teachers need to create background knowledge, academic language skills, and vocabulary strength in order to increase their students’ understanding and retention of reading strategies and texts (Harvey & Goudvis, 2000). This unit includes many visual aids that assist in organizing text information as well as showing connections and structures in varying texts. Finally the strategies themselves, which form the core of the reading instruction in this unit have been generated from a wide body of research (Allington 2004, Robb 2002, Tovani 2002, Tarasoff 1998, Tierney and Readence 1985) and the author’s own classroom trial and error practices. These tried-and-true techniques are not unknown practices to most teachers. However, what is essential for students’ engagement of any text, is that these practices be modeled, be made explicit, be practiced, and be applied across the curriculum. How Music Came to the World offers the very entertaining and engaging opportunity for students and teachers to begin this experience. How Music Came To The World CD and reproducible teachers resource is available for $40 by ordering directly from Shani Danzig, Britannia Secondary School, 1001 Cotton Drive, Vancouver, BC, V5T 4P9. Phone: 604-713-8266. Fax 604-713-8265. Proceeds go to Britannia Secondary.)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=31024,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2013   Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 26, Number 2, October 2013     Bringing teaching ideas to Africa  By Janet Nicol   Don’t bring teaching materials to Africa—bring ideas. That’s the motto a team of volunteer Canadian teachers lived by when we signed on to co-lead methodology workshops in east Africa in July. We were part of “Education Beyond Borders,” a non-profit organization endorsed by the BCTF. EBB is all about sustainability according to its founder, West Vancouver secondary school teacher Noble Kelly. That’s because African teachers continue meeting and supporting each others’ best teaching practices after the Canadians leave. Empowering teachers and supporting quality education has proven more sustainable than building schools or providing teaching supplies, EBB asserts. Since its beginning, the teacher-led organization has volunteered in South Africa, Kenya, and Tanzania. Our team arrived in Arusha, a tourist destination in northern Tanzania, in early July. Among Africa’s most politically stable democracies, this country is also among the world’s poorest. BC educators included this writer as well as Lisa Toffolo, Shannon Howlett, and Carolin Rekar Munro. We were joined by Anita Hayhoe, an Ontario teacher, along with Katharine Kan (BC) and Maureen Hillman (Quebec) who would later travel to Kenya. After acclimatizing to the cooler high altitude, tropical vegetation, and dusty roads, we met with our Tanzanian co-facilitators, Edward Lolusu, Wilson Mollel, Jesse Laizer, Thobia Gonelimali, Fides Sharima, and Ndensary Massawe. They had taken EBB workshops the previous summer and were eager to pass on new teaching ideas to 200 primary and elementary school teachers. Our Canada-Tanzania facilitator team met over three days at Arusha Community College to collaborate on how we would “show” not just “tell” teachers about progressive teaching methodologies. The greater goal was to encourage Tanzanians to shift from teacher-centered lecturing to more effective student-centered instruction. Afterwards we travelled to the village of King’ora, about a two-hour drive from Arusha, staying in a church-run guest house. We walked to classes each day, sharing the dirt road with the occasional stray goat, a snow-capped Mount Kilimanjaro always in our sights. Local residents and shopkeepers—from the butcher to the tailor—exchanged friendly greetings in Swahili. We were quick to move aside when a motorcyclist or bus, crowded with working people, sped by. We eventually approached a soccer field and then the Knowledge and Cultural Centre, where we held our sessions. Our work as facilitators involved teaching collaborative and inquiry-based learning strategies to participants, equally young and old, male and female. These teachers worked in primary and secondary schools in the rural districts of Leguruki and Ngarenanyuki, some enduring more than three-hour bus rides each way to participate. They were given paid release time and EBB covered meals and transportation costs. Assisting admirably with the logistics were Ndekimi Urio, the ward education officer and Kassim Mussa, cluster education officer—as well as our Canadian co-team leaders Shannon and Anita. Despite membership in a trade union, teachers here are poorly paid. They teach 70 to 100 students in both primary and secondary classrooms with few textbooks. The government assigns work posts, which means new teachers are often in remote areas. Hardship pay is not recognized by the government either. Professional development for teachers is rarely offered. Most profound is the language issue in Tanzania schools. In these post-colonial decades, Swahili and English are the national languages, although the first language for students is a tribal tongue. Primary schools are taught in Swahili, secondary in English, with Form 7 (equivalent to our Grade 8) the transition year. Not surprisingly, a huge drop-out rate occurs as students struggle to make the language transition. Many of those who stay in secondary school, fail their final exams. Teachers and students are blamed—not the system. We began each day with icebreakers, after explaining the term to our equator-dwelling colleagues. These ranged from pair and share activities to an EBB chant/game. Fun in the classroom, we demonstrated, is allowed. But we also appreciated the need for classroom management and introduced the liberal notion of a “community agreement,” in a country that still employs corporal punishment. We proposed that learners and teacher work together to come up with rules in the classroom and post them. In this teacher workshop, turning off cell phones was the number one rule. “No unnecessary movements” appeared to be a top concern teachers told us they raised, when handling students. As we counted off teachers into groups and gave out tasks using the placemat, jigsaw, and gallery walk methods, (examples to follow) we talked about the benefits of collaborative learning. In small groups our students learn from each other, we proposed, rather than constantly listening to the teacher lecturing whether it’s working on a chapter in a textbook or tackling high-level questions. This wasn’t disputed by our Tanzanian colleagues (it saves the teachers’ energy, one participant wisely noted) but what was difficult, they told us, was using this method with more than 70 students in a 40-minute lesson. We also learned a lot about our colleagues’ family and teaching life during chai and lunch breaks. And we learned about their diet as we ate food together, cooked by local women. This included huge potato fries, plantain stew, sweet yams, beans, rice, and small pieces of meat, eaten with a toothpick! Teachers tried the new methods in their classroom and reported back at a final workshop. Suggestions included: don’t give up—it takes time to try new ideas; select student leaders to circulate to ensure groups are on task; ensure students in groups are assigned roles (recorder, speaker, etc.) and finally, where space is an issue, groups can work outside. Bloom’s Taxonomy, a “pyramid” concept taught in teacher training (also familiar to Tanzanian teachers) was discussed as we encouraged teachers to engage in inquiry-based learning with their students. We reviewed three levels of questions. At the pyramid base, “low” questions (factual), next medium-level questions, and finally high-level questions that can lead to many answers. Teachers formed groups and formulated questions on an assigned topic at each level of the pyramid, with an overarching “essential” question at the very peak. In the process we learned a lot about issues affecting Tanzania, from hygiene to family planning (subjects taught in their schools) to police and court abuses and political corruption. A good classroom lesson is akin to reading a good story. The lesson has a “hook” (such as an essential question), content, and a summing up. We illustrated a closing activity with the teacher tossing a ball at a student who is required to answer a question such as “What was one thing you learned in this lesson?” On our final day in the village, we had an opportunity to visit primary and secondary schools to see some of these ideas in action. Thobias was teaching civics using the jigsaw method when we arrived at his school. His class of 70 students was already in groups, each with only three textbooks to share. We circulated and listened to students discuss equality, fairness, and the basic rights of citizens, later reporting out to the class.   In a smaller science class conducted by Fides, groups of students were given a “placemat”—a sheet of paper prepared by the teacher, with a question written in the centre and lines drawn outward into fifths. Each student came up with their own answer, then shared with their group, and then the class. It was a bumpy ride along unpaved roads back to Arusha for our Canadian team—not unlike the educational path Tanzanian teachers confront. We hope our ideas and moral support go further than material resources ever could. Certainly back in our classrooms in Canada, we will gain a stronger perspective on global education. More heartfelt is our discovery of a small piece of Africa where we made good friends. Student leaders are the future On a sunny Saturday, 20 students travelled from rural Tanzania to the city of Arusha for a one-day leadership conference at Arusha Technical College. It was an opportunity to encourage leadership skills and ask young people about their dreams. If their destinies are anything like their names—these young people are in for a good future. Two female teens are named Happiness, one male is named Fabiola, (close enough to 'Fabulous’) and two other males go by the common name Baraka. (And yes, Barack Obama is on the list of admired leaders here.) Some names are biblical too like Withness and Godlisten. Given the hard realities of life, Tanzanian youth already have many responsibilities within their family, at school, and in the community. We received many insightful ideas from participants. In a “gallery walk” activity we asked students to form groups and write down the qualities of a good leader. We then posted the results and groups moved around the room (as in an art gallery walk) and observed the various responses. “No corruption” was top of the list—this from young citizens of a country frequently in the global spotlight on corruption charges. The Killarney Secondary School Environment Club in Vancouver donated money they fundraised toward hosting this leadership conference. As we mentioned this to participants, we learned many were involved in their school's environment club too. Tanzanian students dig up small trees in the forest and replant them in desolate areas, we learned, combating deforestation. They discuss topics within their clubs ranging from global warming to poaching of animals. (There are lots of bumper stickers in Arusha condemning poaching—but also safari companies that still take out foreign hunters.) These students also identified overgrazing, lack of recycling, industrial pollution and loss of biodiversity as some of the key environmental issues they are dealing with. We encouraged students to dream—for themselves and their community—through journaling activities. The action-packed day also included an inspirational talk by Lazario, the student president of Arusha Technical College, and a tour of the many facets of the campus. As the students boarded their bus back to their rural homes, we bid them farewell with a great sense of faith in the future of Tanzania. For more information about Education Beyond Borders, go to www.educationbeyondborders.org  _______________ Janet Nicol teaches at Killarney Secondary School, Vancouver.    Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/francais/NouvellesFECB.aspx?id=32066&printPage=true,Nouvelles de la FECB Vol.19 No.14, 12 février 2014  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Français > Nouvelles de la FECB > 2013-14 Archive     Volume 19, Numéro 14, 12 février 2014 Période de questions explosives autour de la décision de la juge Griffin Les enseignants répondent en masse au courriel de Fassbender Un professeur de droit de la C.-B. affirme que les motifs de recours du gouvernement sont faibles AFairDeal.ca : Un nouveau site se concentre sur la négociation L’enseignement obtient une mention de passage dans le discours du Trône Période de questions explosives autour de la décision de la juge Griffin Dans la période de questions de la première séance de l'Assemblée législative de 2014, les députés de l'opposition ont essayé d'obtenir de la première ministre Christy Clark qu’elle réponde aux allégations de tentatives de son gouvernement de provoquer une grève en 2012. L'opposition est allé au tribunal, a acheté les transcriptions des débats judiciaires accessibles au public et a lu quelques-uns des détails explosifs au cours de ses questions. Malgré leurs commentaires publics dans les médias et dans la lettre aux enseignants de la Colombie-Britannique, Mme Clark et le ministre de l'Éducation Peter Fassbender ont refusé de répondre aux questions devant l'Assemblée législative. Au lieu de cela, il a été laissé à la procureure générale Suzanne Anton, le soin de dire à plusieurs reprises, qu'ils devaient répondre aux questions « devant les tribunaux » et non à l’opposition. Pendant un échange, Anton a dit, en ce qui concerne la Cour d’appel, que « nous devrions les laisser faire leur travail.» Évidemment, Clark et Fassbender n'ont pas suivi l'avis de Mme Anton. Lire le premier rapport du Vancouver Sun sur l'événement ici. En outre, vous serez en mesure de lire dans le Hansard du12 février 2014 les transcriptions officielles de la période de questions ici.   Les enseignants répondent en masse au courriel de Fassbender Twitter était rempli d’indignation le vendredi après-midi après que le ministre de l'Éducation Peter Fassbender ait envoyé par courriel une lettre d'autosatisfaction trompeuse aux membres de la FECB. Les enseignants ont rapidement vu à travers ce genre d’hyperbole et beaucoup d'entre vous nous ont envoyé des messages le vendredi et tout au long de la fin de semaine pour nous faire savoir combien vous étiez offensé. Vous nous avez dit que vous aviez répondu soit en tapant sur "unsubscribe" pour éviter de recevoir d'autres courriels ou en lui répondant directement avec vos propres commentaires et réfutations. Comme vous, nous avons été surpris par une lettre qui tente de justifier pourquoi le gouvernement interjette l’appel de la décision de la Cour suprême de la C.-B. Malgré avoir enfreint la loi à deux reprises par le dépouillement de nos conventions collectives, ainsi que le sous-financement systématique de l'enseignement public et le transfert des coûts aux conseils scolaires, il sous-entend que son gouvernement est le champion supposé de l'enseignement public. Nous voulons corriger les inexactitudes figurant dans sa lettre. Contrairement à ce qu'a écrit le ministre Fassbender, le langage " dépouillé " avait en fait été négocié par les parties : - Une grande majorité des syndicats locaux et associations locales d'enseignants ont négocié du langage sur la taille des classes et la composition avec les conseils scolaires à la fin des années 1980 et au début des années 1990. Ce langage constitue l'essentiel ce qui a été dépouillé de la convention collective en 2002. - Au cours de la négociation de 1998, c’était les représentants de la BCPSEA qui ont les premiers demandé l'aide du gouvernement bien que les représentants de la FECB ont ensuite eu une implication directe avec le gouvernement. - Bien que la convention collective ait été initialement modifiée par la loi en 1998, la FECB et la BCPSEA ont renégocié, en 2001, par entente en comité le langage provincial sur la taille des classes M - 3. - La Cour suprême de la C.-B. a conclu que c était ce langage négocié que le gouvernement actuel avait enlevé par législation en 2002. Le Ministre Fassbender déclare: « Ce qui est le plus décevant pour moi, c'est la qualification de la juge que le gouvernement a cherché à provoquer une grève.» Si le ministre veut contester les conclusions de fait de la juge Griffin, le gouvernement devrait divulguer les documents du Cabinet qui étaient devant la Cour. Cela permettrait au public de constater par lui-même comment le gouvernement s’est comporté en 2011-12 lors des négociations et des discussions post-décision avec les enseignants. Nous savons que le ministre Fassbender n’envoie ces courriels que dans l'espoir de séparer les enseignants de leur syndicat. En fait, la juge Griffin a constaté que le Règlement sur la compensation sur la composition des classes a été vu pour servir l' « objectif utile de creuser un fossé entre les enseignants individuels et la FECB. » (Paragraphe 512 ) Certains membres nous ont demandé comment le ministre a obtenu leurs adresses électroniques. Nous comprenons qu'il les a obtenues de la Teacher Regulation Branch, qui fait partie du gouvernement. Nous sommes d'accord avec Fassbender sur un point - la nécessité de trouver des solutions à la table de négociation. Nous exhortons la BCPSEA à venir à la table prête à négocier de bonne foi. Les enseignants veulent un traitement équitable et un meilleur soutien pour ses élèves. Nous encourageons le gouvernement à fournir le financement pour que ceci se produise.   Un professeur de droit de la C.-B. affirme que les motifs de recours du gouvernement sont faibles Le gouvernement de la C.-B. devrait accepter la décision récente de la Cour suprême de la C.-B. respectant les droits des enseignants dans la Charte à la libre négociation collective et passer à autre chose, selon Joel Bakan, écrivain, cinéaste, et professeur de droit à UBC. Dans un éditorial publié dans le Vancouver Sun, le 11 février, il dit: « les gouvernements libéraux de la Colombie-Britannique ont été des récidivistes dans leur violation constante des lois à la fois constitutionnelles et internationales visant à protéger les droits de négociation collective des travailleurs.» Bakan conclut que l'affaire du gouvernement est faible pour un appel, bien que les coûts seront élevés. Lire son article dans son intégralité ici.   AFairDeal.ca : Un nouveau site se concentre sur la négociation La FECB a lancé un nouveau site Web axé sur la négociation collective. Il vise à fournir aux membres, aux parents, aux médias et à d'autres des informations claires sur les objectifs de la FECB pour une solution négociée à la table de négociation. Il y a des mèmes et des graphiques pour le partage sur les médias sociaux, ainsi qu’une lettre qui se trouve à seulement un clic de la boîte de réception de votre député provincial. Rendez-vous sur le site www.aFairDeal.ca. L’enseignement obtient une mention de passage dans le discours du Trône  Ce sont les seules références à l'enseignement public dans le discours du Trône de mardi : Grâce aux élèves, aux éducateurs et aux parents, le système d'enseignement public de la Colombie-Britannique continue de se classer parmi les meilleurs au monde. Nos enfants doivent avoir la meilleure chance possible de réaliser leur plein potentiel, de sorte que votre gouvernement continue à travailler sur la création d'un plan de formation personnalisé pour chaque élève et à un accord pour assurer une décennie de paix sociale dans nos salles de classe.  Ce printemps, le gouvernement tentera de connecter les Britanno-Colombiens à des possibilités d’emplois à travers un plan d'action de formation professionnelle de 10 ans pour les jeunes travailleurs et ceux plus âgés qui cherchent à se recycler. Les Britanno-Colombiens peuvent s'attendre à des améliorations au sein de l'Industry Training Authority, ainsi qu'à la réorganisation de nos institutions secondaires et post-secondaires afin d'assurer que nos élèves aient les compétences pour les emplois de l'avenir.   )
(20141007,www.huffingtonpost.com,http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/10/06/new-cats-in-art-photography_n_5923802.html,This Amazing Contemporary Photography Project Is Devoted Entirely To Cats View mobile site October 7, 2014 Huffpost Arts Edition: U.S. Show/Hide Brasil BR Canada CA Deutschland DE España ES France FR Italia IT 日本 (Japan) JP 한국 (Korea) KR Maghreb MG United Kingdom UK United States US Follow Newsletters Get ArtsNewsletters Email address Enter Email Address Huffington Post Search Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search iOS app Android app More Log in Create Account Notifications 0 $USERNAME Profile Settings Logout FRONT PAGE Entertainment Kris Jenner Opens Up About The Late Robert Kardashian 6 Blake Lively Is Pregnant! 30 Mariah Carey Proves She's Not Lip-Synching 42 Is This Where George Clooney And Amal Alamuddin Honeymooned? 7 Pregnant Kelly Rowland Poses Topless In Black And White Photo Shoot 2 Go to Entertainment More in Entertainment Celebrity TV You Might Also Like Comedy Arts Books Food Style Weird News Moviefone Arts The Glamorous History Of Pin-Up Like You've Never Seen It Before 3 1 Here Are A Bunch Of F*cking Delightful Artsy Cat Photos. You're Welcome. 3 This Is What It Really Looks Like To Be A Modern Day Nun 8 New Animation-Inspired Art Show Will Make You Yearn For Saturday Morning Cartoons 0 Go to Arts More in Arts Painting Film Design Photography Theater Architecture You Might Also Like Books NY Los Angeles Books Print Books Are Still Outselling Ebooks, Despite Dire Expectations 37 The Surprising Reason Why Reading REALLY Matters 3 Kurt Vonnegut's Advice For High Schoolers Is Advice For Us All 0 Go to Books More in Books Book Club Libraries In Crisis You Might Also Like Arts Food Education Media Recipes Black Voices Latino Voices Religion TV Well, We Didn't See This Doctor Who Monster Coming 23 Go to TV More in TV TV Replay TV Recaps TV Spoilers Maureen Ryan You Might Also Like Celebrity Media Comedy Arts Books Science WATCH: It's Time For A 'Blood Moon' 86 What Next For The Ebola Outbreak? Here's What The Math Says 125 Here's Why The Night Sky Is Dark Even Though Jillions Of Stars Are Shining Light Our Way 19 This Scientist Has A Surprising Idea For Protecting Football Players 59 3 Scientists Win Nobel Prize In Medicine 53 Go to Science More in Science Space Brain Earth Talk Nerdy To Me Weird Science You Might Also Like Tech Green Arts Religion Weird News Style Kylie Jenner Has A New Hair Line, All By Herself 0 The Easy Fall Haircut That Works For Everyone 0 8 Things Your Friends Really Need To Chill About 17 10 Totally Terrifying Halloween Nail Art Ideas 0 Amp Up Your Knuckle Rings With French Fries And Sushi 8 Go to Style More in Style The Beauty Page Fashion Trends Celebrity Style You Might Also Like Home Women Parents Weddings Travel Divorce Post 50 Home The 5 Best American Cities To Live In Right Now Are... 35 6 Gyms That Take In-Home Fitness To A Whole. New. Level. 4 Go to Home More in Home House Tours Cleaning Design Entertaining Real Estate Celebrity Homes You Might Also Like Style Food Healthy Living Arts HuffPost Live Next Ferguson & The Threat Of State Violence Next SCOTUS To Rule On Prisoner's Beard Tomorrow 'Felony' Star Jai Courtney LIVE Tomorrow Author & Therapist Linda Carroll LIVE Tomorrow Macy Gray LIVE Go to Huffpost Live All Sections News Politics WorldPost Business Small Business Money Media Sports Education Crime Weird News Good News Entertainment Entertainment Celebrity Comedy Arts & Culture Books TV Life & Style Healthy Living GPS for the Soul Style Home Taste Weddings Travel Parents Divorce Huff/Post 50 Marlo Thomas OWN Dr. Phil Tech & Science Tech Science Green Code Voices Women Black Voices Latino Voices Voces (en español) Gay Voices Religion College Teen Impact Local Chicago DC Denver Detroit Hawaii Los Angeles Miami New York San Francisco Our Mobile Apps: iOS Android HuffPost Live (iOS) GPS For The Soul (iOS) GPS For The Soul (Android) Arts & Culture Painting Film Design Photography Theater Music Dance Architecture Female Artists Art Meets Science On Our Radar ImageBlog The Glamorous History Of Pin-Up Like You've Never Seen It Before 2014-10-06 04:01:25 Gay Artist Will Spend 15 Days In A Glass Box To Explore The Meaning Of Grindr 2014-10-03 09:17:09 " class="async-img-load" /> 2014-10-02 16:44:21 This Dreamlike Flock Of Rainbow Sheep Actually Exists 2014-10-01 09:40:24 This Is What It Really Looks Like To Be A Modern Day Nun 2014-10-06 04:01:33 Miranda July Designed A Purse And It's Everything You Hoped It Would Be 2014-10-03 20:50:37 10 Painters Who Are Changing Their Medium In The 21 Century 2014-10-03 09:19:22 10 Eerily Adorable GIFs That Will Make You Feel Like A Kid Before Bedtime 2014-10-03 20:50:43 Here's One Way To Protest China's Preference For Boys 2014-10-03 09:01:42 How To Build A Gay And Lesbian Art Museum 2014-10-03 20:50:58 Previous Story Next Story This Amazing Contemporary Photography Project Is Devoted Entirely To Cats The Huffington Post  | By Katherine Brooks Email Posted: 10/06/2014 4:01 am EDT Updated: 10/06/2014 4:59 am EDT Share Tweet Email Comment tumblr stumble reddit When Jon Feinstein, co-founder of Humble Arts Foundation, sat down to name his cat-themed photography show, a few titles sprung to mind. "I Got 99 Cat Photos and a Bitch Ain’t One"? "These Cat Photos Will Blow Your Mind and You’ll Never Guess What Happened Next…”? “Henri Kittier Bresson, and the Canon of the Photo Meows”? Sadly, he went with a milder, less punny title -- "New Cats in Art Photography" -- but thankfully, the carefully curated selection of cat photos didn't suffer. With over 100 images, imagined by some of our favorite contemporary photographers, the digital exhibition is an homage to the internet age's obsession with all things feline. No pretension. Just cats. Jamie Campbell, "Saddest Kitten," 2012 Given the art world's penchant for sticking its nose up at low brow trends beloved by internet plebeians everywhere, Feinstein's project is pretty spectacular. "New Cats" shows off the work of artists like Jill Greenberg, Amy Stein and Madoka Hasegawa, and by giving the fur balls center frame for just a moment, Feinstein hopes to redirect admirers to the photographers' non-cat specific portraits. We admire the philosophy: you come for the scintillating cat photos, stay for the genuinely intriguing aesthetics. "Why do we love cats? Why are they one of the most viral entities known to post Generation X’ers and Millennials? Why are feline musings simultaneously click-bait dreams and equally one of the largest causes of social media animosity and 'de-friending?'" the exhibition description muses. "This exhibition won’t answer any of those questions. Nor will it project any theories on the impact of cats in our rapidly shifting contemporary photographic landscape, but it will give you a glimpse into how cats make their way into the work some of today’s most challenging (and diverse) photographers." Behold, a bunch of f*cking delightful cat photos. All the artists' names are linked, so you can head to their websites to see, you know, the non-cat stuff too. Sandra Stark, "Rayburn and the Watermelon," 2014 Rachelle Mozman, "Hannah," 2004 Ileana Hernandez, "Window Shopping," 2013 Marina Caneve, Untitled, 2014 Audrey Bardou, "Chat Loupe," 2011 Jill Greenberg, "Glitch Cat (Morris)," 2014 Noel Rodo-Vankeulen, "Black Cat," 2014 James Johnson, "Leap après la souris," 2013 Lex Thompson, "Kitten on the Crack," 2013 Adelaide Ivanova, "Adelaide," 2010 Robin Schwartz, "Jacob's Weekly Bath," 2009 Geralyn Shukwit, "Protected," 2013 Arne Svenson, "Strays," 2012 Jason Houge, "Cat Tree 2," 2013 Madoka Hasegawa, Untitled, From the series "Somewhere," 2013 Robin Schwartz, "Samantha," 2011 Alice Hargrave, "Pinky (love)," 1998 Natalia Wiernik, "The Protagonists," 2013 Barney Kulok, "Queen Benazir (reclining)," 2014 Earlier on HuffPost: Close  9 Art Techniques That Anyone Can Do To Jumpstart Creativity of   "The beginning draughtsman or painter should avoid drawing from photographs. This practice causes bad habits to form. "To start, always draw from life -- and not necessarily a model. Simple convex objects like apples, pots, opaque bottles, or smooth rocks or seashells are tremendous subjects of study. Training the mind to see form and understand how it sees form, and the hand to represent that understanding, is the start to gaining the visual artist's tools of expression." -Daniel Maidman, artist (Image: Daniel Maidman, The Red Pipes, oil on canvas, 24"x30", 2013) It is good to study a photographic scene slowly and carefully, observing how objects interact in space. Simply shifting your angle in space in relation to your subject can make or break the dynamism of a photograph. "Start out at a central point, then walk five feet to the left, five feet to the right, and keep photographing, observing how the spatial relationships shift with every step. Before you know it, you'll discover the 'sweet spot' from which to take your photograph." -Jade Doskow, teaches Architectural Photography and Modern Ruins at SVA (Image: Jade Doskow, 'Green Mystery House,' 2011) "Collage, whose invention originally is attributed to Picasso, presents as a simple technique: the utilization of assorted printed paper, which is then altered and rearranged by cutting, shaping, and then gluing to construct something entirely different from the original supply. An attractive advantage to constructing a collage is that ability to draw is helpful, but not at all necessary, as collage is design-oriented; allowing the artist to 'sketch' by manipulating glued bits of paper together to create both abstract and narrative compositions. "Unlike mixing oil or acrylic medium, complex printmaking, or sculpture, you can get started in a jiffy by selecting interesting sheets of the printed page and then cutting them up with a scissor or simply tearing them into pieces to reposition them and form the collage. Even though the paper materials are appropriated from another source, the adaptively re-used collage elements become unique, original and completely your own -- with collage, if you don’t have a particular plan in mind you can just begin on a whim!" -Bruce Helander, artist (Image courtesy of Bruce Helander Studio) "If you can cut, fold and paste (as in paper, poster board, etc.), you can make metal sculptures and small steel objects. "Cut shapes in thin sheet steel (18 gauge, less than 1/16 in. thick) with 'aviation' snips. Wear gloves and smooth any sharp edges with a metal file or sandpaper. Fold/bend parts using pliers or a table vise, or anything that can act as a wedge. Small non-weight bearing pieces can be epoxied, or notched and folded together. To attach bigger parts, make holes with a metal hand punch or electric drill using a drill bit for metal. Join pieces with hardware -- nuts and bolts, hammer rivets, pop rivets and riveter, or wire." -Marsha Trattner, teaches Metal Sculpture, Metal Furniture Fabrication and Creative Blacksmithing, as well as a Weekend Welding Workshop and Metal Works Without Welding in the summer at SVA (Image courtesy of Marsha Trattner) "Here is a quick and easy project with great results: 1) Mix gel medium with a small amount of water to create a more liquid consistency. 2) Apply mixture to the surface of the base object using the paintbrush. 3) Cut the fabric and arrange the pieces onto the object as desired. 4) Apply another coat of the gel medium on top of the fabric to ensure that it remains in place. 5) Cover the entire object and you're done!" -Saya Woolfalk, artist (Image courtesy of Saya Woolfalk) "When taking photographs in outdoor settings, especially when taking photos of landscapes use the natural elements to work in your advantage. They will provide drama, depth and uniqueness to your shots. Clouds could be a photographer's best friend but it requires a bit of patience to get the right mood in the shot. "The same can be said for shadows, fog and snow. Playing with natural light is fun and the results can be striking without using heavy and expensive equipment. If a manual setting in your camera is too cumbersome set your camera to auto focus and you are ready to go." -Jaime Rojo, photographer and co-founder of Brooklyn Street Art (Image: Colorado Prairie by Jaime Rojo) "Thinking outside the box is never that far a leap from your own self and the stuff you love to do anyway. I'm sure you've heard about 'journaling.' Anyone can do that. It's a wonderful practice in terms of doing lots of 'me-me-me' work. But don't feel self centered. It truly is a brave undertaking to venture deep into your own issues in order to experience any real life growth. From this place, now you could be ready to streamline your focus in terms of what you are documenting, and what makes aspects of your life original. "Try going beyond the 'Dear Diary' book, and start looking right under your nose for things your already do every day, things that interest you, subjects you already deal with. Try a journal that focuses on one of these things, using the materials that pertain to the subject, like an accumulative project. I did this by using elements from the garment manufacturing industry, as I grew up as a pattern cutter in my family's business. I started this project in 2004 and have accumulated hundreds of journal pieces. Now I install them in groupings of about 50 at a time, attached to the wall with sewing pins. "It's important to commit to your ideas, as 'stupid; as they might seem in the beginning, because concepts combined with the visual can really surprise you. Over time, you just might have a new style of documentation that has yet to be seen." -Carol Es, artist (Image: Carol Es, Drawing Installation, 46 Days, 2011) "Most of us enjoyed fingerpainting as children and surely it is still the most gloriously direct way of applying paint. The touch and feel of the artist is left up on the surface and the whole process is sensual, visceral and delightfully messy. I went back to it several years ago thinking that it would yield some adventurous and maybe slightly crude work. "To my surprise I found that if I used a delicate touch, laying the paint gently onto the canvas, I could get a very rich, alluring surface. The fact that placement is a little imprecise gave the work and intriguing softness and suggestiveness. I worked with oil on a fine linen, using the paint fairly thick so that it sat up on the surface. I used a barrier cream to keep the paint out of my pores and avoided toxic pigments like lead whites or cadmiums. "My last exhibition in New York was a show of images from my English childhood painted from memory in this technique. Adopting this childish technique allowed me better access to the memory and feel of childhood." -John A. Parks, artist and teacher of courses in Realist Techniques, Portrait Painting, Drawing and Gouache techniques at SVA (Image: John A. Parks, “HIde and Seek” 2012. Oil on Linen. 20” x 30”) "I’m always encouraging my students to understand the basics of traditional animation and apply this your personal concepts, style, story or abstract ideas. "It all starts with drawing. The rough idea of drawings, doodles, enthusiasm and sketches plays such a major part in the process of animation. We begin by drawing on paper and creating a personal stylistic approach, making drawings that move, a flow of story, design, animation principles, expressionistic style and content. The computers are there to make the finished film look colored and composited. "There is no such thing as good or bad in art …it’s making it better. That's important. Take the principals and most of all give it your signature of personal style. Create images you want to see." -Martin Abrahams, Instructor of Animation at SVA  Share  Tweet  ✖ Advertisement Share this ✖ close Current Slide More: Cats in Art Photography Cat Photography Cats Cat Art Humble Arts Foundation Jon Feinstein New Cats in Art Photography Suggest a correction   Click here to view Conversations Conversations Suggested For You FOLLOW HUFFPOST Email Email Address Options The Morning Email Arts Get top stories and blog posts emailed to me each day.. Facebook HuffPost Arts Twitter HuffPost Follow Arts Follow Google Plus HuffPost Arts RSS Most Popular on HuffPost Latest News Arts All RSS / Feeds Phone Available on the App Store Android App on Google Play Get it at Blackberry App World Every Simpsons Couch Gag at the Same Time Why Aren’t We Talking About Chadwick Boseman? Gone Girl, Psycho, and How David Fincher Steals From Alfred Hitchcock Slate Articles » Are Ratings Back Up For Bob's Burgers? Movie Characters Whose Legends Live On 11 More Superhero Movies That Almost Happened Crowd Ignite » Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search Advertise Log In Make HuffPost your Home Page RSS Careers FAQ User Agreement Privacy Comment Policy About Us About Our Ads Contact Us Copyright ©2014 TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. "The Huffington Post" is a registered trademark of TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. All rights reserved. Part of AOL Lifestyle Use this form to alert a HuffPost editor about a factual or typographical error in this story. Notify message * Required * * * What kind of error is this? Choose an option Factual or typographical Comment moderation problem Rights and permissions Other * What is the correction? 0 count Describe the error here (1,000 character limit) * Type the words below so we know you are not a cyborg Sign me up for The Morning Email Thank you!)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media jthornthwaite last tweet "MLA @douglas_horne thanking @colemancountry for his work w/ housing for BC @LindaReimerMLA @bcliberals http://t.co/zR6bdVGcRI" @jthornthwaite - 02:03am Follow @jthornthwaite BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bcpsea.bc.ca,http://www.bcpsea.bc.ca/documents/20140331_042412004_20130206_095440626_OHS%20Feb%202013.htm,        | BCPSEA | OHS HOME | ISSUE 2013-1: February 5, 2013 In This Issue WorkSafeBC Updates   WSBC Website Portal   WSBC and UBC JOHS Committee training tool   Flu Season   Update on Bill 14 matters Timeliness section 55 consultation   CSA Standard on Psychological Health and Safety   Quick Links Refusal of Unsafe Work Flow Chart WorkSafeBC Principles for Principals: Click the image below to access the complete interactive document. Questions If you have questions about the issues raised in this newsletter, or any health, safety or wellness issue, please contact Sue Ferguson at 604.730.4502 or suef@bcpsea.bc.ca WorkSafeBC Updates The latest release from WorkSafeBC related to Bill 14 is a practice directive for claims.   Interim Practice Directive #C3-3 outlines the adjudicative guidelines board officers should consider when adjudicating a claim under both the traumatic event and significant stressor provisions of the Act. The directive gives more clarity regarding the definition and factors to be considered under specific categories present in the policy, including causation, diagnosis, pre-existing mental disorders, and exclusions. The directive replaces Practice Directive #C3-3 Mental Stress. WorkSafeBCWebsite Portal WorkSafeBC is launching the new Education Sector portal this month. The portal will be similar to portals available for the health sector, construction and others. While this is an ongong project, there are already several resources that staff in the K-12 sector will be able to access more easily. More resources will be added over time so check back frequently. Another new introduction is the WorkSafeBC Education Sector Update, which will be published four to six times a year and will contain information relevant to our sector.  You can sign up to receive an e-copy direct to your inbox. WorkSafeBC and UBC Tool for training OH&S Joint Committees The most recent WorkSafeBC magazine featured a tool developed collaboratively with UBC, which could be very helpful for districts and training new OH&S committees. �Together with the University of BC, the Global Health Research Project, the B.C. Government Employees Union, and the BC Public Service Agency (BCPSA), researchers developed a new web-based tool to make committee members� duties more manageable. Available online, this free tool is easy to use and covers everything from how to inspect a workplace or investigate an incident to ways to run a meeting. It includes basic occupational health and safety concepts: biological, chemical, and physical hazards, ergonomic issues, workplace stressors, and exposure control measures.   The web tool uses concrete examples and presents ideas in an educational, but upbeat, tone. It offers exercises, along with information sheets for downloading. While the message is serious, the site is engaging, complete with animated characters.   The information is meant to enhance a workplace�s overall safety culture, rather than turn committee members into occupational injury prevention experts or exposure control specialists.� Flu Season The Centre for Disease Control in BC is alerting the community that this is one of the worst flu seasons in recent years. While the H1N1 is in relatively low numbers, other strains of flu still present serious problems and the Fraser Health Authority recently took the unusual step of declaring a health hazard under the provisions of the Public Health Act. Schools should ensure they have � and have reviewed � an exposure control plan. Seasonal flu affects people to varying degrees, with symptoms including earache, fever, fatigue, sore throat and runny nose. In some cases, secondary infections such as pneumonia may develop. Symptoms can include high fever, chest pain and difficlulty breathing. To assist in reviewing or developing an exposure control plan you may want to check out either the resource on the WorkSafeBC website, or these other resources:   �  BC Centre for Disease Control �  Health Link BC �  Handwashing poster     What is influenza? Influenza, often called the flu, is an infection of the upper airway caused by an influenza virus. Getting sick with influenza also puts you at risk of other infections. These include viral or bacterial pneumonia which affect the lungs. The risk of complications is greater for seniors 65 years and older, very young children, and people who have lung or heart diseases, certain chronic health conditions, or weakened immune systems. Healthy pregnant women in the second half of their pregnancy are at greater risk of being hospitalized following infection with influenza virus. In Canada, it is estimated that up to 8,000 people die from influenza and its complications during years with widespread or epidemic influenza activity. How can influenza be prevented? You can reduce the risk of getting influenza or spreading it to others by: �  washing your hands regularly; �  promptly disposing of used tissues in the waste basket or garbage; �  coughing and sneezing into your shirt sleeve rather than your hands; �  staying home when you are ill; and �  getting the influenza vaccine. Update on Bullying and Harassment with WorkSafeBC and Other Bill 14 Issues The draft policy is being revised based on stakeholder input. Some resources are being posted on the WorkSafeBC website, however, the actual tool kit cannot go forward until the Board of Directors adopts a final policy. We know it will include: �  Definitions of bullying and harassment �  Specific procedures for a complaint that alleges the employer is the bully/harasser �  The continuation of a prescriptive approach �  Expectations for the employer to provide training �  Requirements for investigators to be trained in bullying and harassment investigation and clarification of roles. There must also be procedures on follow up to the investigation and record keeping requirements. �  In addition to a policy statement, there should be an annual review of the policy and procedures for dealing with and reporting incidents or complaints �  Clarification that workers must not bully or harass supervisiors and that supervisors must not bully or harass other supervisors or workers. The policy will not include a risk assessment. WorkSafeBC presented the second draft and the changes expected to the policy to the Business Council of BC Forum on January 23, 2013. A copy of that presentation is attached to this newsletter Claims are being adjudicated and there are some field officers who are working with the claims managers adjudicating these claims. It is important that district officials cooperate with this process. Having an existing investigation report can assist, so completing your process when a form 6 is received is important. Your investigation process should follow existing policy or collective agreement processes. This will include completing at least the preliminary steps of a basic investigation when the complainant is someone who is not an employee; i.e., a parent or student. You must at least interview the complainant and the respondent. Timelines Section 55 WorkSafeBC has entered into consultation regarding the timeline for acceptance of claims brought forward under Mental Disorders. The consultation is open for comment until June 13, 2013. One option is the status quo; the second is to clarify the application of Section 55. The following sentence would be added to policy item #93.21, Time Allowed for Submission of Application: �Section 55 is applied to claims for compensation for mental disorders as it is applied to claims for compensation for injuries.�   Implications   �  Policy would clarify that the same timelines apply for submission of an application for compensation for a mental disorder as apply to claims for compensation for injuries. �  It would be clear that the policy regarding applications made out of time is considered to determine whether special circumstances existed that precluded the filing of an application for a mental disorder. �  Questions and comments reflected in submissions received from worker and employer stakeholders during consultation on the Bill 14 legislative amendments would be addressed. �  Worker stakeholders may continue to challenge that the Bill 14 legislative changes constitute a special circumstance and refer the matter to the WCAT. New Voluntary Canadian Standard Association Standard on  Psychological Health and Safety The Canadian Standard on Psychological Health and Safety in the Workplace has now been released. The standard will be available for free download for a limited time.   This is the first edition of CSA Z1003/BNQ 9700-803, Psychological health and safety in the workplace � Prevention, promotion, and guidance to staged implementation. This Standard is intended to align with other relevant standards, such as BNQ 9700-800, CAN/CSA-Z1000, and CSA Z1002, and with recognized management system standards that incorporate the following five elements (see also Annex G):   �  policy, commitment, and engagement; �  planning; �  implementation; �  evaluation and corrective action; and �  management review and continual improvement.   This Standard specifies requirements for a documented and systematic approach to develop and sustain a psychologically healthy and safe workplace, and provides complementary information in Annexes A to G. This voluntary Standard can be used for conformity assessment. It has been approved by the Standards Council of Canada. Violence in Schools Between 2007 and 2011, over 540 public school workers lost time from work as the result of injuries caused by violence. The Occupational Health and Safety (OHS) Regulation, section 4.27, defines violence as �the attempted or actual exercise by a person, other than a worker, of any physical force so as to cause injury to a worker.� Violence also includes �any threatening statement or behaviour which gives a worker reasonable cause to believe that he or she is at risk of injury.� This definition applies to children and includes acts of violence performed by children, who may have cognitive deficiences, and whose acts may be perceived to be performed with no intent to harm. Sixty seven percent (67%) of the public school workers injured as a result of violence were education assistants, fifteen percent (15%) were elementary teachers, and nine percent (9%) were secondary teachers. Twenty five percent (25%) of all time-loss claims resulting from violence occurred in the months of October and November. (information from WorkSafeBC statistical service, October 2012) BC Public School Employers' Association 400 � 1333 West Broadway, Vancouver BC V6H 4C1 Tel: 604.730.0739   Fax: 604.730.0787    http://www.bcpsea.bc.ca/    Privacy Statement    )
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/BargainingAndContracts.aspx?id=4954&printPage=true,BCTF > BC Labour Relations Board Decision No. B125-202  	Bargaining and contracts  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Bargaining and Contracts > Bargaining Rights > LRB Decisions Note: You may experience problems printing this document in some versions of Netscape. This document has been provided to the BCTF in HTML format by the B.C. Labour Relations Board. The BCLRB posts decisions on a weekly basis in PDF format at http://www.lrb.bc.ca/decisions/. You may wish to access the PDF version of the decision for printing purposes. BCLRB No. B125/2002     BRITISH COLUMBIA LABOUR RELATIONS BOARD     BRITISH COLUMBIA PUBLIC SCHOOL EMPLOYERS' ASSOCIATION   ("BCPSEA")     -and-     BOARD OF SCHOOL TRUSTEES OF SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 36 (SURREY)   ("Surrey School Board")   (collectively, the "Employer")     -and-     BRITISH COLUMBIA TEACHERS' FEDERATION   ("BCTF")     -and-     SURREY TEACHERS' ASSOCIATION   ("STA")     PANEL: Sharon Kearney, Vice-Chair   APPEARANCES: R. Alan Francis and Wendy Harris, for the Employer Kate Young and Diane MacDonald, for BCTF and STA   CASE NO.: 46853   DATES OF HEARING: February 4, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15 , 18 and April 15, 2002   DATE OF DECISION: April 16, 2002     DECISION OF THE BOARD     1                     This decision arises out of a complaint filed by the Employer on January 30, 2002 under Part 5 of the Labour Relations Code (the "Code") alleging that the British Columbia Teachers' Federation ("BCTF") and the Surrey Teachers' Association ("STA") had declared or authorized a strike and that a strike by their members was occurring, contrary to Section 57(1) of the Code.  The facts relating to these complaints are set out in an earlier decision in this matter (BCLRB No. B56/2002). 2                     Several days of hearing were held during February, 2002.  The hearing was scheduled to resume during the week of April 15, 2002 and further days in May, 2002.  I requested and have received comprehensive written submissions from the parties in the interim. 3                     After careful review of these submissions, I have decided that it would be appropriate to adjourn the proceedings generally at this time.  The Employer is at liberty to bring the matter back to the Board on not less than 24 hours notice and for an expedited hearing.  The Employer may request re-assignment of the case to another Vice-Chair in the event that an urgent matter arises when I am not available to hear it on an expedited basis. 4                     The interim orders issued on February 17, 2002 (BCLRB No. B56/2002) and April 3, 2002 (BCLRB No. B110/2002; reasons for decision BCLRB No. B123/2002) will continue in force until these proceedings are withdrawn, settled or decided. 5                     The adjournment of these proceedings should not be taken as a decision on the merits of the issues between the parties.  The principles that apply to complaints of mid-contract job action are set out in my earlier decisions (BCLRB Nos. B56/2002 and B123/2002).  The Board expects that the parties will conduct themselves in good faith and in accordance with the principles set out in the Code. LABOUR RELATIONS BOARD     "SHARON KEARNEY"   SHARON KEARNEY VICE-CHAIR)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=20626,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > March 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 5, March 2010  Online reputation management By Tony Wilson A good name can be worth millions, and we all know by now what happens when a good name gets into bad trouble. Tiger Woods is only one example of how important your reputation is, and how easy it is to be damaged. Perhaps irreparably. The online world has created a new area of law in this age of Web 2.0. Its called Online Reputation Management Law, and it straddles the law of defamation, freedom of speech, privacy law, copyright law, and trademark law. It also involves the non-legal (but equally as important) fields of public relations and crisis management. Many of the legal issues in this area involve Facebook, which has over 350,000,000 users, (including about 90% of all the middle school and secondary school students you and your colleagues teach every day. You might be a Facebook user as well.) If someone says or publishes something about another person that is untrue, not otherwise privileged, and this damages the other person's reputation, this may well amount to defamation and legal consequences may follow. “online” publication of defamatory statements on Facebook, Twitter, or on blogs is still publication. But what if the damaged reputation is self-inflicted? Although there are things that older adults may share with others in more private ways, there has never been a generation so willing to share their innermost feelings, their outrageous opinions and their inappropriate photographs than the under-25 age group who make up the mainstay of Facebook. I hear stories about the things 15- to 18-year-olds post on Facebook through my own kids and their circle. But I see the 22- to 25-year-olds because they’re at an age where they want me to hire them in my law firm. Many of these people don’t seem to understand how the comments and photos they post to Facebook can be publicly accessible, profoundly inappropriate, and career-limiting. From the 15-year-old's perspective, it might be a badge of honour to post photos of her or his wayward drunken exploits on Facebook, knowing that, as their parents aren’t “friends,” Mom and Dad won’t see last week's vodka bender. And it might be cool to tell the world you belong to groups and fan clubs that are sexually explicit, or to swear on one's wall, knowing only one’s “friends” will see it. But it’s disingenuous to think one’s parents (or the people close to them) won’t see the inappropriate photos and comments if the teen has 750 “friends” on Facebook, (how can anyone have 750 friends?). The reality is that, despite amendments to Facebook’s privacy controls to comply with the directives of Canada’s Privacy Commissioner, it’s still relatively easy to see and copy what a user has posted to Facebook. I can only echo what most of the deans of Canada’s law schools tell their new students each year: “Clean up your Facebook pages. Your prospective employers are all law firms. They will be looking for you.” I can tell you first-hand, we do. All employers do. We have to. So here are a few legal and practical things that might interest you and your students about managing and protecting their online reputations. Notwithstanding new privacy settings announced in December, 2009, Facebook can retain cached archives of everything everyone puts on Facebook, even if it’s deleted 60 seconds after being posted. Any posting on Facebook can be saved to another’s computer by a simple screen shot. And any photograph on Facebook can be dragged to another’s desktop and circulated to others by e-mail, even though it may have been removed from the original poster’s Facebook page. Digital pictures pulled from Facebook can be Photoshopped and otherwise manipulated in very bad ways. Insurance company investigators regularly check Facebook pages of those they are investigating, sometimes posing as high school friends, or friends of friends so they can surreptitiously see the Facebook page and confirm or deny the claim. A woman in Quebec was recently denied insurance coverage when investigators saw recent pictures of her “dancing up a storm” one night rather than convalescing at home after an apparent injury. Canadian courts have ruled that one’s Facebook page can be evidence and can be the subject of cross examination, even though a defendant had made his page as private as possible. A court in New York City forced Google (as owner of a particular blogging website), to disclose the name of an anonymous blogger who arguably defamed a prominent model; the moral of the story being that no one is anonymous anymore. The defamed can always find the defamer. Displaying your birthday and work history may be inviting scammers to apply for credit cards and otherwise steal your identity. Don’t give out your birthday. Tweets on Twitter will soon be searchable on Google, (so that tweets about how much a student hates his math teacher can be found by that math teacher). Former NDP candidate Ram Lam had to abandon his candidacy during last year’s BC election when the press discovered sexually provocative pictures of him on his Facebook page. Users should limit the number of friends on Facebook to real friends. If someone has 800 friends, one of them may be an insurance investigator, and another could be someone far, far worse. Privacy Privacy Privacy. Facebook users should adjust their privacy settings so that only friends (and not “everyone”) can see what they have posted. And never allow “friends of friends” access. Although Facebook changed its privacy settings in December 2009, the Globe and Mail reports that 70% of users still have their settings set to “everyone can see everything,” possibly because they don’t know how the privacy settings work. And of course, Google sees it all. Although Facebook doesn’t allow anyone under 13 to create Facebook pages, under 13’s lie about their age. Parents might want to monitor Facebook and other social networking activities of their teens, but teens (understandably) don’t want to allow parent access as “friends.” Perhaps a “designated driver” is a good idea as a friend; a young adult the teen and the parent both trust, and who won’t contact parents about questionable postings or photos (but will call up the teen). Finally, students shouldn’t post pictures or comments they wouldn’t want their mother, their grandmother, or their future employer to see, because one day soon, they will. Tony Wilson is a Franchise and Intellectual Property Lawyer at Boughton Law Corporation in Vancouver and is an Adjunct Professor at Simon Fraser University. He has written for the Globe and Mail, Macleans Magazine and Lawyers Weekly, and is a regular columnist with Canadian Lawyer and Bartalk Magazine. His book on online Reputation Management will be published in the fall of 2010. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/12/a-tribute-to-idlenomore.html,Staffroom Confidential: A tribute to #idlenomore Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Friday, December 21, 2012 A tribute to #idlenomore I was delighted to be able to attend one of the many drumming and dancing events today to support the Attawapiskat Chief Theresa Spence and justice for all the indigenous people of the lands on which we live. I was delighted to be able to attend as a teacher, a trade union member and a representative of others in our community who want to stand with our First Nations to combat the injustices of the Federal government and the disregard for natural world. The First Nations of what is now called Canada have been subject to centuries of injustice, beginning with the theft of their land, the genocidal obliteration of some of their peoples, the interference with their culture and ways of being, and the terrible mistreatment of their children in residential schools. If you are a teacher reading this post, please take the time this holiday to learn more about the history of residential schooling and how we can help to educate about this injustice at the Project of Heart, where you will find history, resources, and community: http://www.projectofheart.ca/ Sadly, the legacy of these crimes is still here. Today, in what ought to be a more enlightened time, the injustices continue with the Highway of Tears, with the failure to live up to treaty obligations, and most recently with the passage of Bill C 45 - yet another theft from aboriginal peoples and their land. Bill C 45, just passed, was developed without the required consultation with First Nations. It changes the voting procedures for ceding rights for purposes such as pipelines and power transmission. The Bill will make it easier for industrial projects to interfere with traditional lands and territories and waterways. In October, I was taken aback by the thousands of people on the lawn of legislature who came together to protest the Enbridge pipeline, the tar sands, and the proposal for tankers on our coast. That protest was so amazing because of the solidarity between environmentalists, social justice activists, trade unionists and First Nations. It reminded me of the 1999 "Battle of Seattle" when seemingly disparate groups of people came together to demand justice for the world's citizens. Idle no more is attracting the same type of solidarity. Read this excellent letter of support from the President of the Canadian Union of Postal Workers, as just one example: http://www.cupw.ca/index.cfm/ci_id/14420/la_id/1.htm Whether it is the Occupy movement's calls for a fair distribution of wealth, the environmental call for the respect of our planet, the First Nations demanding respect and justice and rights, or workers seeking dignity and democracy, we are all, hopefully, idle no more. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 5:06 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest No comments: Post a Comment Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ▼  December (3) A tribute to #idlenomore When skills trump content Losing public control of public education ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=14244&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 20, Number 2, October 2007 Health and safety: A prescription for a healthy and safe workplace By Mark Keelan Sometimes it feels good to be right. Even better is when being right causes changes to be made that will help to protect the health and safety of workers in this province. In 2001, one of the plans in the current government’s election campaign was to eliminate red tape in order to make BC more attractive to businesspeople. Subsequent to their election, the government ordered that regulations be slashed by one-third. As a result, the Workers’ Compensation Board set out to eliminate many of the regulations that accompany the Workers Compensation Act. The business community urged the WCB to move toward performance-based regulations, which set standards or goals that companies say they will strive to achieve. Employers argued that nobody was in a better position to determine how best to achieve the goal of reducing workplace injuries than the individual employers themselves. They stated that the prescriptive regulations then in effect hampered their ability to be competitive. Organized labour disagreed. The BC Federation of Labour and its affiliates, including the BCTF, strenuously argued that prescriptive regulations should not only be left in place, but should be strengthened. Labour feared that when it came to a conflict between keeping workers safe and maintaining the bottom line, employers would cut corners. The Workers’ Compensation Board (now called WorkSafeBC) decided to move toward performance-based regulations. Between 2002 and 2004, several regulations were changed. One of the most significant changes was to the first-aid regulation. In March 2004, 27 pages of prescriptive regulations were reduced to 3 pages of performance-based regulations. A key component of the changed first-aid regulation removed the obligation for employers to conduct a risk assessment of their operations. The risk assessment must take into consideration things like the number of workers who may require first aid, the nature and extent of the hazards in the workplace, and the types of injuries likely to occur. Based on the results of the risk assessment, the employer has to make decisions about such things as how many first-aid attendants must be on duty at one time, what level of training the first-aid attendants need, and what type of first-aid supplies are required. Interestingly, despite the fact that WorkSafeBC gave employers what they asked for, the negative response was almost immediate. Employers discovered it was difficult to determine appropriate levels of first-aid coverage without the prescriptive regulations. They were soon asking WorkSafeBC for changes. The WorkSafeBC board of directors has approved changes to the first-aid regulations that include a partial reversal of the trend toward performance-based regulations. The new regulations, which will come into force in early 2008, prescribe the number of first-aid attendants required in a workplace, the level of training the first-aid attendants must have, and the type of first-aid supplies that must be on hand. The new regulations were lifted directly from what was replaced in 2004. The new first-aid regulations follow on the heels of new regulations regarding the orientation and training of young and new workers. These new regulations were outlined in the September 2007 issue of Teacher. However, noteworthy is the fact that the young- and new-worker regulations are very prescriptive. Changes to the regulations governing workers who work alone, or in isolation, are a further indication that WorkSafeBC may be moving away from performance-based regulations. The changes have just been approved by the WorkSafeBC board of directors and will come into force February 1, 2008. They strengthen the existing requirements and require employers to either eliminate hazards associated with working alone or minimize the hazards to the lowest level practicable. Most of the attention being paid to the changes focusses on the requirement to prepay for fuel products at gas stations and the increased security for convenience store clerks. However, given that a large number of BCTF members work alone, the changes to these regulations should be looked at carefully because they provide more protections than are currently in place. The apparent shift back by WorkSafeBC to more prescriptive regulations should be cause for celebration by working people. It is evidence once again that when workers stick together, positive things happen. Mark Keelan is the BCTF’s health and safety officer for prevention.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=31035,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2013 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 26, Number 2, October 2013   Unite for quality education: Better education for a better world  Facing a global “learning crisis,” Education International has launched a world-wide campaign for quality education. As the global union federation representing 30 million teachers and education workers in more than 170 countries, Education International has an overarching goal of persuading governments to reverse the decades of underfunding, low expectations, and lack of accountability to provide quality education as an inalienable right. The campaign, called Better Education for a Better World, was launched on October 4 in New York by UN General Secretary Ban Ki Moon and EI President Susan Hopgood, and in Paris by UNESCO Director General Irina Bokova and EI General Secretary Fred van Leeuwen. The year-long campaign will culminate on a World Day of Action on World Teachers Day, October 5, 2014. “With the combined strength and solidarity of our 400 teacher unions, our challenge is to put forward another vision of quality public education,” said EI Deputy General Secretary David Edwards. “How do we put forward a new vision? How do we start talking about organizing around a rights-based framework where the citizens’ priorities have at least as much weight as the employers’ priorities? We are going to begin with a very simple definition of what quality is, and how it is fundamentally tied to equity.” The campaign is to ensure that universal, free quality education remains at the top of the political agenda for a sustainable future. In many parts of the world, teachers receive little training, there is no relevant curriculum, schools are ill-equipped, and class sizes are enormous: in short, teachers and students face impossible situations. Therefore, the campaign is based on three main pillars: quality teachers; quality teaching tools; quality teaching and learning environments. “We have to communicate and implement our vision, and join forces with young people, parents, activists, concerned citizens, and anyone else who thinks that the key to a better, more just future is in quality public education,” Edwards said. For more information: Campaign hub—www.unite4education.org  Facebook—www.facebook.com/unite4education   Twitter—@unite4ed    Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Touring a natural gas drilling rig with @MLA Mike Bernier, and Brian from EnCana http://t.co/AifdJ4H07b" @Teresa_Wat - 06:01pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media jthornthwaite last tweet "Please join me in recognizing the vital work foster families do for B.C. kids http://t.co/bdYy1yh9Jc #FosterFamilyMonth #northvan #bcpoli" @jthornthwaite - 10:56pm Follow @jthornthwaite BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewTeachers.aspx?id=31794&printPage=true,BCTF > Standards for the Education, Competence and Professional Conduct of Educators in BC  	New teachers  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > New Teachers > New Teachers' Handbook > Table of Contents Standards for the Education, Competence and Professional Conduct of Educators in BC http://www.bcteacherregulation.ca/Standards/Standardsdevelopment.aspx  Established by the British Columbia Teachers Council (bcteacherregulation.ca/AboutUs/Council.aspx) for individuals who hold a certificate of qualification. Educators value and care for all students and act in their best interests. Educators are responsible for fostering the emotional, esthetic, intellectual, physical, social and vocational development of students. They are responsible for the emotional and physical safety of students. Educators treat students with respect and dignity. Educators respect the diversity in their classrooms, schools and communities. Educators have a privileged position of power and trust. They respect confidentiality unless disclosure is required by law. Educators do not abuse or exploit students or minors for personal, sexual, ideological, material or other advantage. Educators are role models who act ethically and honestly. Educators act with integrity, maintaining the dignity and credibility of the profession. They understand that their individual conduct contributes to the perception of the profession as a whole. Educators are accountable for their conduct while on duty, as well as off duty, where that conduct has an effect on the education system. Educators have an understanding of the education system in BC and the law as it relates to their duties. Educators understand and apply knowledge of student growth and development. Educators are knowledgeable about how children develop as learners and as social beings, and demonstrate an understanding of individual learning differences and special needs. This knowledge is used to assist educators in making decisions about curriculum, instruction, assessment and classroom management. Educators value the involvement and support of parents, guardians, families and communities in schools. Educators understand, respect and support the role of parents and the community in the education of students. Educators communicate effectively and in a timely manner with parents and consider their advice on matters pertaining to their children. Educators implement effective practices in areas of planning, instruction, assessment, evaluation and reporting. Educators have the knowledge and skills to facilitate learning for all students and know when to seek additional support for their practice. Educators thoughtfully consider all aspects of teaching, from planning through reporting, and understand the relationships among them. Educators employ a variety of instructional and assessment strategies. Educators have a broad knowledge base and understand the subject areas they teach. Educators understand the curricular, conceptual and methodological foundations of education and of the subject areas they teach. Educators must be able to communicate effectively in English or French. Educators teach students to understand relevant curricula in a Canadian, Aboriginal, and global context. Educators convey the values, beliefs and knowledge of our democratic society. Educators engage in career-long learning. Educators engage in professional development and reflective practice, understanding that a hallmark of professionalism is the concept of professional growth over time. Educators develop and refine personal philosophies of education, teaching and learning that are informed by theory and practice. Educators identify their professional needs and work to meet those needs individually and collaboratively. Educators contribute to the profession. Educators support, mentor or encourage other educators and those preparing to enter the profession. Educators contribute their expertise to activities offered by their schools, districts, professional organizations, post-secondary institutions or contribute in other ways.  )
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=20604,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > March 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 5, March 2010  Do kids need philosphy? By Tiffany Poirier How to explore life’s deepest questions at school Part 2: Excerpt from an article published in The Tyee, Sept. 8, 2009 Is school the place to tackle philosophical questions like, What is the meaning of life? What is truth? How do you know you are not dreaming right now? What would a perfect world be like? When I tell people that I teach my elementary students the discipline of philosophy, the very notion seems to inspire instant debate—which is quite in the spirit of things! I do, however, find that when people are uncomfortable with the idea of philosophy in a classroom, their concerns almost always stem from misunderstandings of what teaching children philosophy actually involves, at least in my own practice. The following is a collection of concerns that I have heard voiced in connection with doing philosophy at school, each followed by my response. • Teaching philosophy is pointless because children don’t learn anything by regurgitating the opinions of dead scholars. Children need philosophy. But that doesn’t mean we should push them into dusty copies of ancient, difficult text. I don’t mean we should pump kids full of aphorisms so they can recite them for our amusement at dinner parties. Children should be educated in the discipline and process of philosophy. That is, children should learn to do philosophy—to ask important questions, to create, debate, and evaluate logical arguments, and to analyze how their own philosophical arguments are connected to their real life experiences. Philosophy is a constructivist task that demands the highest order thinking skills—so if students are merely regurgitating others’ doctrines, they are not actually doing philosophy. • Teaching philosophy at school opens the doors to brainwashing and indoctrination. Philosophy is the job of the parents. This fear stems from confusion about what is involved. A teacher's role is to instruct students: in understanding the difference between philosophical and scientific questions; in logic (valid and invalid arguments, fallacies of reasoning, etc.); in constructing, clearly expressing, and fine-tuning their own arguments; in listening to, understanding, appreciating, respecting, and fairly considering arguments of others; and in generally acquiring the skills to dialogue in a community of inquiry. In my class dialogues, I am a facilitator—not a guest speaker. My opinions are not the focus because the developing views of my students take centre stage. As an educational professional, I am bound by a code of ethics, and my student’s needs are the priority. • There is no time in the crowded curriculum to squeeze in another subject. The idea that we have time for either the regular curriculum or philosophy is a false dilemma. Teachers can do both by fostering philosophical exploration through the teaching of other academic subjects. Teachers can begin by helping students choose meatier, more philosophical books to read and by encouraging meaningful group discussion about the students’ own deep questions. Also, instead of having students write an essay titled “What I did on my summer vacation,” teachers could tweak the topic to include a moral dimension, like “What I should have done on my summer vacation and why.” And for younger students building with Lego—or even older students rebuilding a car engine—a teacher could retell the story of the Ship of Theseus, inspiring minds to ponder the persistence of identity through time. • Kids should learn practical things at school, like job skills. As a teacher, my task is to equip students with the most important life skills so that they might be prepared to succeed and make the best choices on whichever life path they choose. There are millions of different jobs that a child can grow up to do. And although not everyone grows up to be a professional mathematician, we still teach basic math operations since these are useful in the general course of life. Philosophical training in a classroom that includes facilitated group dialogue can enhance students’ cognitive as well as social-emotional development. Students gain skills for self-knowledge and self-expression. They learn to test generalizations, make connections and draw inferences, find analogies, formulate and test criteria, take multiple perspectives, co-operate, build on others’ ideas, and so much more. All of these skills are useful to those entering the job market. They are important to daily life. At the very least, they are useful when negotiating your turn on the swing at the playground. • Talking about big issues, like death and poverty, might scare kids. Let them enjoy their innocence. Innocence is one thing, but ignorance is another. We can’t ignore that children are, from a very young age, exposed to difficult concepts through their own experiences, omnipresent media, etc. If we pretend things like death and poverty don’t exist, we fail to prepare children for coping in our world. We need to be sensitive, but also help them acquire the cognitive and emotional tools to deal with tough issues they will face or are already facing. Professional educators must use discretion when teaching any subject. They must consider the needs and emotional maturity of their students when planning their lessons. • What happens when kids have offensive views? When kids start talking, it could open a can of worms. Teachers need to create respectful classroom environments and support the guidelines set by the school as appropriate conduct. I remember a wonderful class discussion about freedom of speech: the students themselves came to a conclusion that with freedom of speech comes responsibility. And since some offensive views are based on flawed reasoning, philosophy training is all the more important because it helps children think critically about the views they hold. I believe our class discussions support democracy by preparing critical thinkers able to live among cultural, theological, political, and economic diversity. • Kids don’t need formal instruction in philosophy. They will discover their views naturally. True, people develop and operate under personal philosophies of some sort, even when they don’t know it. Still, isn’t it better to have awareness and to be able to articulate one’s views in the form of convincing, well-supported arguments? Being able to reason well is a part of a balanced education. Children who aren’t given the tools to identify bad reasoning and to recognize, formulate, and defend their own beliefs are more likely to get taken advantage of by their peers, the media, and anyone else who can turn a phrase. • Philosophy is too rigid with its fixation on logic. Childhood is a time for possibilities and magic. The universe is governed by some basic logical truths, and children, as they are ready, deserve to be let in on the secret. In this universe, 2+2 will always equal 4, and “If all men are mortal, and Socrates is a man, then Socrates is mortal.” That is not to say that philosophy is the end of creativity; rather it can be the beginning of it. Children can find that playing with ideas in a community of inquiry is a magical process that opens minds to new ideas. • Kids don’t want to do philosophy. It will bore them. How much fun children are having in a lesson often relates to how much fun and creativity a teacher brings to it. Generally, I find, children appreciate and enjoy opportunities to voice their views. Once they start, I find I can’t get them to stop being philosophical—it’s as if something has been awakened inside of them. Over and over again, my students ask to do more philosophy and they report it to be one of their favourite activities. Philosophy conversations can explore animal rights, friendship, goals, dreams, reality, time travel, and more. And when you add in fun philosophical games, stories, and art projects, there can be something to capture the imagination of every child. • Many kids are not cognitively ready to deal with abstract concepts. Good teachers are sensitive to their students’ developmental levels, and they teach with instructional scaffolding to help students get to the next cognitive stage. While they may not be able to read Plato, even Kindergarten children have meaningful answers to questions like: What is fair? What is real?, and How should we treat others? The bottom line is that for students to grow, teachers should open doors. With support, and when they are ready, students will walk through them. To learn more about teaching children to philosophize, please visit www.qisforquestion.com Tiffany Poirier is a Surrey elementary school teacher. Poirier is the author/illustrator of Q Is for Question: An ABC of Philosophy, released in 2009. See www.qisforquestion.com for details. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7448,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 6, April 2006 Teachers praised for raising global issues by Marian Dodds At the 2006 AGM, keynote speaker Stephen Lewis had high praise for our BCTF work in social justice, and in particular our leadership in international solidarity and global education. Describing the HIV/AIDS pandemic in Africa, he spoke movingly and powerfully about how the pandemic is "denuding the continent of Africa of its women." He lauded the role of African grandmothers saying "Grandmothers are the unacknowledged heroines of Africa, they bury their own children and then care for their grandchildren." There were few dry eyes as we listened to his stories of visiting dying mothers and of orphaned children as young as eight left to raise their younger siblings. Reading the description for the new BCTF Global Education for Gender Equality workshop to the delegates, Lewis emphatically stated "the single most significant struggle in the world is the feminist one" and applauded the BCTF on our work in gender equality and global education. Teachers, he said, are often the only adults left to help these children repair their psyches. More than anything, children want and need a school. He urged teachers in BC to continue to help our students "understand collectively what is needed in the world" emphasizing that "we must take these issues into the classroom and allow young minds to grapple with the issues." The BCTF/CIDA Global Classroom Initiative enables BC teachers to take the issues into their classrooms in a variety of ways at every grade level, in every subject area. Global education helps students develop a global perspective on our world, see interconnections, appreciate varied world views, and think critically and creatively about issues with a focus on solutions for a preferred future. Teachers are encouraged to visit the BCTF global education web pages to find numerous resources to assist them in expanding global perspectives in schools. At bctf.ca/social/GlobalEd/ you will find a PDF download describing each of the two global education workshops available, printable teacher-developed resources, and extensive links to other global education resources. The following suggestions highlight opportunities for teacher and student involvement in global education. • Book a BCTF Global education workshop for your school, local PD day, or a conference. Two are available: Global Education: In and Beyond the Classroom, and Global Education for Gender Equality. The workshops are free of charge, available to teachers and faculties of education for student teachers. Contact the BCTF training department to book workshops. • While visiting the global education web site be sure to click on Global education teaching resources. You will find 35 elementary and secondary teaching resources that have been developed by your BCTF colleagues over the past four years. You too could be published on this site—attend a workshop to learn more about opportunities to develop, pilot, and publish your lesson plan online. • Find links to the free Developing World Map. Imagine if every classroom had this map on the wall and teachers used it to teach minilessons linked to current events throughout the year. Check out 26 specific lesson plans designed to utilize the map and that link to the millennium development goals. Anyone attending a global education workshop receives one of these maps. Book your computer lab to use this outstanding tool online with your class to instantly access data about the world for lessons on global issues and/or geography. • Find help in the Methodologies section of the web site for answers to questions such as: What exactly is global education? How can I make my lesson plans more global? How can I actively involve my students in these topics? How do I teach controversial issues? • Click on the Webliography section to find web links to in-depth information on a wide range of topics. This extensive research tool for teachers and students includes databases of global issues resources, reports, and studies, student global education projects, teaching resources, and links to CIDA and United Nations information. • Check out some of the locally developed Board/Authority Authorized (BAA) Global Perspectives/Global Education courses and projects BC teachers have created under school projects on the site. This unique BCTF Global Classroom Initiative, comprised of global education workshops, facilitator training and symposiums, and resulting in resources developed by teachers for teachers is supported by the BCTF and the Government of Canada through the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA). For more information, contact Marian Dodds at the BCTF, mdodds@bctf.ca. Global Action Week is April 24–30, 2006 Every child needs a teacher Education International and its teachers’ unions worldwide are playing a leading role in Global Action Week to increase the pressure on governments to demonstrate greater leadership to ensure that all children get the chance to be taught by qualified teachers. Global Action Week aims at mobilizing public opinion to exert pressure on governments and intergovernmental agencies to provide free, quality public education for all. Global Action Week is an annual event to recall the commitment made by 180 governments at the World Education Forum in April 2000 to provide Education for All by the year 2015. This commitment was renewed in September 2000 in the context of the UN Millennium Development Goals. To get over 100 million more children to school, countries need better infrastructure, teachers, and materials. This year, Global Action Week activities will make the case for teachers. Over 15 million new teachers are needed to attain universal education. Here is a sampling of what is happening around the world: In Haiti, the teachers’ union CNEH has drawn up a map pinpointing all of the schools that are run by a single teacher to present to political leaders. In Canada, the Canadian Teachers’ Federation has invited members of parliament to a breakfast session to discuss the education millennium development goals. In Brazil, the teachers’ union CNTE is mobilizing support for its proposal to convert the external debt of Brazil into funds for education. Classroom resources for global action week can be found at www.ei-ie.org/globalactionweek/en/background.htm. Marian Dodds is an assistant director in BCTF’s Professional and Social Issues Division. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/plusi/CSI/,Staffroom Confidential Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Sorry, the page you were looking for in this blog does not exist. Sorry, the page you were looking for in this blog does not exist. Home Subscribe to: Posts (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts All Comments Atom All Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ▼  September (9) Reflections on the BC Teacher Strike BC Teacher strike - Lessons learned Response to Sandy Garossino Will the Education Fund improve classroom conditio... Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Class composition: a human rights perspective Class size and composition - a short visual histor... Guest post - I WILL HOLD THE LINE Teachers - let your leadership know it is time to ... ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
(20140930,www.naylornetwork.com,http://www.naylornetwork.com/bco-nwl/,The Catalyst BC Counsellor | Advertise Newsletter Archive 2014 | 2013 | 2012 | 2011 | 2010 | 2009 | 2008 June 11, 2014 March 14, 2014 January 8, 2014 BC Counsellor)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7732&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 4, January/February 2005 Looking back 70 years ago There is an enemy within the gate. Apparently, there are those in the land who are taking advantage of the economic strain and stress under which we have been suffering to dim the light that has guided our course since pioneer days. It is being urged that we have spent too much money on education; that we are over-educated; that the schools are full of frills and fads and fancies that do our youth more harm than good; that all the education that is necessary for our children is a grounding in the three Rs. Those who thus counsel us would turn back the clock for more than a hundred years. They do not seem to realize that civilization and education go hand in hand; that, in fact, education is the foundation rock upon which our civilization has been built. Weaken or destroy the foundation and the building erected thereon will totter or fall. It stands to reason that if universal education that supports and justifies our civilization is undermined, our civilization itself will suffer to a corresponding degree. – The BC Teacher, January 1935 50 years ago What is Sabbatical Leave? It is a period of time, not exceeding one year, which a teacher may spend in ways of self improvement; he may use it for any or all of three important purposes: Research, Recreation, or Recuperation. During this period of self-improvement he may be paid a specific amount of wages. In 1952 the following suggestions were approved by the (BCTF) Annual General Meeting: That teachers seeking Sabbatical Leave shall have at least seven years service with their boards, and that the rate of pay for a teacher on Sabbatical Leave shall not be less than 60% of his annual salary for the year immediately preceding the granting of such leave. – The BC Teacher, January 1955 30 years ago The universal language of music and song and dance should be introduced into our greatest people’s institution, our public schools. Music is one of the great sources of life, health, strength, and happiness. Music has great unifying power. It is a great relaxer for tired nerves. It quickens the pulse and stimulates effort. It inspires lofty ideals and spreads the contagion of friendliness. It creates an atmosphere of unity and comradeship. Music is the great socializer. – The BC Teacher, Jan./Feb. 1975 10 years ago Why bother with induction of new members? And why have people recite or review the Code of Ethics at such events? Not only does the code let those new to the profession know the expectation of behaviors, but it serves as a reminder for experienced teachers. It reminds us how much simpler and productive our relationships with students, parents, and one another are when we follow the commonsense guidelines set out there. Our reciting the Code of Ethics at an induction ceremony serves not just as a welcome to the profession but as a link to those who have gone before. – Teacher, Jan./Feb. 1995 – Chris Bocking, Keating Elementary School, Saanich)
(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/02/will-bc-government-agree-to-mediation.html?showComment0751329882136416,Staffroom Confidential: Will the BC government agree to mediation to resolve teacher bargaining? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Monday, February 20, 2012 Will the BC government agree to mediation to resolve teacher bargaining? Today the BCTF made a request for the Labour Relations Board to appoint a mediator to help resolve teacher bargaining. Not only the LRB, but also the Minister can call for various forms of mediation and arbitration to resolve the issue. Calls and suggestions for this have been made in a number of arenas, including the press. Mediation and arbitration can be effective ways to deal with an impasse. In Saskatchewan, an arbitrator was able to find middle ground in the recent teachers dispute over pay. Back in 2005, after a two week walkout, the BC government agreed to appoint Vince Ready to develop recommendations to end the teachers strike. Although not everything teachers wanted, teachers did vote to accept his recommendations and end the strike. As I understand the process, the LRB will first approach BCPSEA (the government's bargaining agent) to see if they will agree to mediation. How will they respond? That will be telling. If they refuse, it indicates that the government is unwilling to have a resolution with anything other than getting their way. If they refuse, we can no doubt anticipate a legislated "solution", imposing the governments will. Hardly a way to support collective bargaining in a democratic society. And hardly a way to regain and renew relationships with teachers so critical to enhancing our public education system. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 3:41 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 8 comments: AnonymousFebruary 20, 2012 at 4:05 PM Sorry but I have NO support for the BC teachers!If you don't like your job, get another one - no one is holding a gun to your head. Think about how you are affecting the working poor and single parent families who have to pay extra for afterschool care with reduced school hours and no more recess for elementary kids in many schools. When unemployment is in the DOUBLE DIGITS - be thankful you have a job and are not subject to performance reviews like the private sector as many would be shocked to see how HARD those of us not hiding behind a "union" actually work - even those of us who have university education and more.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousFebruary 20, 2012 at 4:56 PM This person is a clueless ranting fool.Delete AnonymousFebruary 20, 2012 at 10:59 PM School hours are not reduced; parents are not out extra money. And I've worked in both public education and the private sector - the work is equally hard in both, although the nature of the work is different.Delete AnonymousFebruary 21, 2012 at 9:10 AM Actually, I am not a "clueless ranting fool", but an educated parent who is familiar with the "concerns" of the teachers. SCHOOL HOURS are actually REDUCED in the Nanaimo School District presently as my child is not provided a recess and the end of the school day is now 15 minutes earlier than before the "work to rule" job action by the teachers. For afterschool, parents have been charged for the early 15 minute pick up time as the school day ends at 2:15 now rather than 2:30. I hope that you will understand my frustration since this is ACTUALLY happening in my city where the unemployment rate was 16% last Spring and Nanaimo was recognized as having the highest unemployment rate in British Columbia. THESE ARE THE HARD FACTS. You cannot simply scoff at the concerns of parents and childrens from your glass house. The responses to my ACCURATE post above are humorous in so far as they clearly illustrate the disconnect from reality by educators.Delete AnonymousFebruary 21, 2012 at 11:51 AM The teachers in Nanaimo did not cancel recess. That decision was made by Nanaimo administration. Why is it that other districts continue to provide supervision during recess but Nanaimo can not? I'm sorry to hear that you have no support for your children's teachers.Delete AnonymousFebruary 21, 2012 at 7:42 PM Teachers did not cancel recess. This decision was made by admin. Teachers are on the record as saying they disagree with the cancellation of recess for educational reasons. I suggest you do your research and give your child's teacher the respect and support they deserve.Delete Reply Michelle DaviesFebruary 20, 2012 at 4:22 PM Too bad that you annonymous commentors do not realize that the teachers and their union are working hard for the children in their classes to have a quality public education system. The way the gov is slashing programs and budgets you may very soon have to pay for private tuition for your children to go to school. The teachers are your allies.ReplyDelete AnonymousFebruary 21, 2012 at 10:45 PM To the Anonymous 9:10 blogger- This is not a "work to rule" campaign but is a Teach Only campaign. In a work to rule campaign all teachers withdraw from all voluntary activities. This has not been the case in Phase 1 of the Teach Only Campaign. Teachers are still running clubs and sports teams if they choose to. In the Teach Only campaign any withdrawl from extracurricular activities was by the choice of the teacher with union support.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ▼  February (11) BC Teachers' Day of Action: It's about priorities.... Rally to support teachers for a fair deal On a legislated contract and parents who care - on... Will the BC government agree to mediation to resol... Confusing differentiation with adverse discriminat... Are BC workers getting wage increases? Are Principals friends of public education? Negotiate, don't legislate BC's Learning Improvement Fund - 1 minute per stud... Go east, young teacher Kevin Falcon speaks the Liberal truth - serve the ... ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/blogs/research.aspx?blogmonth=12&blogday=14&blogyear=2010&blogid=7524,BCTF Blogs > Research  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources Home > Social Media > Research Blog Search this blog: BCTF Information Services—Research & Reports Provides summaries and links to new reports and studies in the fields of education, labour, and social sciences. The PTC's Vision for 21st Century Education Permanent link The Premier's Technology Council (PTC) has just released a special report - A Vision for 21st Century Education - which aims to outline a model of 21st century learning for British Columbia.  According to the report, the PTC is not suggesting that the current education system needs to be totally dismantled, or that the system as it is ought to be considered broken.  Instead, they argue that in order to remain competitive in the global economy, British Columbia's education system must be transformed so that students are prepared for life and work in the 21st century.  The crux of the matter is described in the Executive Summary: "The Premier's Technology Council has long advocated that BC acknowledge this global shift and strive to become a knowledge-based society. ... Such a society is well educated, and relies on the knowledge of its citizens to drive the innovation, entrepreneurship and dynamism of that society's economy.  More specifically, the economy will be 'directly based on the production, distribution and use of knowledge and information.'  It is clear that the fabric of a knowledge-based society is built around skilled personnel.  For individuals to fully participate in and contribute to such a society they need to acquire skills that will allow them to use information and continuously adapt to a rapidly changing globe." (7) The stated purpose of this report is not to explain how any 21st century learning transformations to the current education system will be achieved.  Instead, the PTC tried to imagine what a new 21st century learning system would look like if the province were able to start from scratch.  The report does not include any recommendations, but it does contain slightly more detail on the vision for 21st century education in B.C. than anything we have seen so far. More information about the Premier's Technology Council is here.  Today's press release is available here. UPDATE:  Janet Steffenhagen's blog post about this report can be found here.  Also of interest are Stepan Vdovine's observations regarding the makeup of the PTC Council, which is largely composed of "corporate figures from the IT world." Last Edited by BCTF Info. Services at 15/12/2010 11:40 AM Comments (0) << December 2010 >> Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat       1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31   Blogroll On Education: Schools for a Civil Society B.C. Education Report (Tracy Sherlock, Vancouver Sun) The Hook/Education Teacher Solidarity UBC Educational Studies blog Where the Blog has No Name Archive April 2014 March 2014 January 2014 December 2013 November 2013 October 2013 September 2013 August 2013 June 2013 May 2013 April 2013 March 2013 December 2012 September 2012 August 2012 November 2011 September 2011 April 2011 March 2011 February 2011 January 2011 December 2010 November 2010 October 2010 September 2010 August 2010 July 2010 June 2010 May 2010 April 2010 March 2010 January 2010 December 2009 November 2009 October 2009 September 2009 Subjects Education Labour Social Sciences Recent Posts Recent Additions to the Information Services Research Files - April 2014 Recent Additions to the Information Services Research Files - March 2014 Recent Additions to the Information Services Research Files - February 2014 Recent Additions to the Information Services Research Files - January 2014 Recent Additions to the Information Services Research Files - December 2013 If you are experiencing technical difficulties, please contact the webmanager@bctf.ca. About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media last tweet "" @ - 12:00am Follow @ last post "" facebook/ - Jan 1st Like Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=14658,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 20, Number 3, November/December 2007 Health and safety: Privacy vs. the right to know By Mark Keelan One of the questions asked of the BCTFs Health and Safety office fairly frequently is whether or not teachers have the right to know if individual students have communicable diseases such as HIV/AIDS or Hepatitis B. Or, do students have the right to keep their personal medical information private? Section 115 of the Workers Compensation Act outlines the general duties of employers. The first and most important of those duties is the obligation to ensure the health and safety of all of the employers workers. That includes an obligation to either eliminate, or at least minimize, the risk that school district workers will contract a communicable disease on the job. Compliance with the Occupational Health and Safety Regulation (OH&SR) will help employers to fulfill their obligations. Part 6 of the OH&SR includes provisions for how to deal with biohazardous materials. Specifically, OH&SR 6.34 states that employers must establish an exposure control plan, "if a worker has or may have occupational exposure to a bloodborne pathogen, or to other biohazardous material...." The exposure control plan must include, among other things, a statement of purpose and responsibilities, the method to be used for risk identification, assessment and control, provision for education and training, and written work procedures. Most BCTF members have never seen their districts exposure control plan. Ask for it. To comply with OH&SR 6.35, the employer must identify all tasks and procedures in which there is a potential for occupational exposure to a bloodborne pathogen, or to other biohazardous material. These tasks and procedures could include, among others, playground supervision, teaching a physical education class, coaching a sports team, or dealing with student fights. OH&SR 6.36 outlines specific controls that the employer must put in place where there is a risk to workers of exposure to biohazardous materials. Subsection 1 states in part that engineering and work practice controls must be established to eliminate or minimize occupational exposures. Engineering controls involve modifying or replacing equipment used for medical treatment, something that is not particularly applicable to schools. However, work practice controls can certainly be established in schools. Such controls could include provisions for ensuring that only trained individuals who have the proper equipment, i.e., not teachers, clean up blood, vomit, urine, and other bodily fluids. OH&SR 6.36 also states that personal protective equipment (PPE) must be used to shield workers from biohazardous materials. The employer must supply personal protective equipment and must train workers in how to use it. Appropriate PPE in schools includes surgical quality gloves, masks to prevent bodily fluids from getting into the eyes, nose and mouth, and single-use, one-way resuscitation devices for use in emergency mouth-to-mouth resuscitation. Teachers should have this equipment readily available to them, particularly when they are most likely to encounter student injuries, for example, playground supervision and physical education class. Recall that OH&SR 6.35 requires that the employer identify tasks and procedures in which there is a potential for occupational exposure to a bloodborne pathogen, or to other biohazardous material. Subsection 6 of OH&SR 6.36 requires the implementation of universal precautions for those tasks and procedures. Universal precautions are procedures designed to reduce the risk of transmission of bloodborne pathogens. Universal precautions require that all human blood and other potentially infectious bodily fluids be treated as if they were known to be infected with HIV/AIDS, Hepatitis B or other bloodborne pathogens. Clearly, then, employers have an obligation to ensure that workers are protected from contracting communicable diseases at work. But, do students not have the right to keep certain information about themselves private? A persons right to keep medical issues private is something that courts, tribunals, and officials have consistently ruled must be vigorously protected. For example, in a March 2007 letter to the BCTF, British Columbias Information and Privacy Commissioner David Loukidelis, states "...personal information about ones HIV/AIDS status, in particular, is extremely sensitive and warrants robust privacy protection." This being the case, how can a workers right to be safe at work be reconciled with a students right to privacy? Universal precautions, together with the other provisions of Part 6 of the Occupational Health and Safety Regulation, are the answer. Employers compliance with the provisions eliminates the need for workers to be given information that must be kept private. BCTF members can help to protect themselves, their co-workers, and their students by insisting that their employers: have an exposure-control plan. have identified tasks and procedures that could expose workers to biohazardous materials. have procedures in place to eliminate or minimize the risk of exposure. have appropriate personal protective equipment readily available. have instituted a system of universal precautions. have provided education about biohazardous material and bloodborne pathogens. have provided staff with the training necessary to carry out the established procedures. have provided training in the use of universal precautions and personal protective equipment. Putting together a comprehensive program will cost school districts some time and money. However, protecting their employees from potentially deadly illnesses, and the peace of mind that goes with such protection, is worth it. Mark Keelan is the BCTFs health and safety officer for prevention. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13790,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > March 1998 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 10, Number 5, March 1998 Anatomy of a lobby In the spring of 1997, the BCTF Executive Committee decided to develop an education-funding campaign to encourage the government to redress the chronic underfunding of public education. The purpose of the lobby campaign was to build public awareness and support for an increase in funding for public education, and to get government MLAs to commit to that increase. We know from our polling results in the spring that the public does think that education funding is too low. In September, BCTF decided to focus on a limited number of MLAs who could influence support for an increase for public education before the government set its budget. With the help of local presidents, 18 MLAs were identified as lobby targets, and representatives of the locals involved were brought together for a briefing on October 15. They were schooled on developing a lobbying campaign and given materials to prepare a local brief. The local representatives provided feedback on radio ads and on a proposed education funding backgrounder. Radio ads had been prepared to run for the first half of November. The lobby began immediately, peaked in mid-November, and was completed by the end of the month. By December 1997, 17 of the 18 identified MLAs had been lobbied. Local funding briefs had been prepared for 15 of the districts. Close to 3,000 letters had been sent to MLAs. Locals had lobbied trustees, board officials, and parent councils. Teachers in Maple Ridge had made presentations to their MLA, Bill Hartley, explaining the effects of underfunding on their classrooms. (See "How to lobby your MLA" opposite). Kamloops teachers had developed a multifaceted lobby campaign aimed at the education community, parents, and the media. Twenty thousand copies of the Education Funding Backgrounder were distributed by locals. At least five other locals took part, highlighting the problems created by the level of education funding in their communities. Almost all the MLAs lobbied stated that education is the top priority for government. We have found versions of the BCTF budget brief referred to in articles, interviews, and editorials in newspapers around the province. Our brief has been quoted by the opposition parties. In his New Year's message, the premier claimed that his greatest mistake of 1997 was underfunding education. The campaign was a success because it was short, focussed, and developed in co-operation with local presidents. Locals organized each lobbying effort based on what would be most effective in their communities, and they made sure that the message was heard by their government representatives. -Peter Owens How to lobby your MLA by Janet Amsden Maple Ridge Teachers' Association Executive wondered how we could convince Bill Hartley (our MLA) that our district is seriously underfunded. Our extensive lobbying the previous spring had included 300 letters from parents to government and a joint Board/MRTA/CUPE/DPAC presentation to Paul Ramsey, but it had failed to produce more funding. We decided to ask the MLA directly what he needed to know in order to do his job-to represent fairly the interests of all constituents in his riding. Hartley said he needed to know the truth; ministry figures showed an increase in funding over the past six years and school board figures showed the opposite. Because we felt ill-equipped to challenge the accountants on the finer points of a $75 million budget, we asked the MLA to hear first-hand accounts of how education finance has affected classrooms. Hartley met with teachers Barbara Andreasen, Brenda Bryan, Ken Clarkson, Brent Crich, Gord Edmonds, Jim Graham, Lucinda Lockwood, Tony McCullough, Leah McKie, Sid Midtdal, Trudy Schneider, and Julie Zoney. Each teacher spoke about how classrooms or assignments had changed over the past six years. "In 1992, the Garibaldi science department budget for supplies was $3,780," said secondary teacher Tony McCullough. "Last year, it was $3,150, and we have grown from 750 to 960 students since then. I costed our 1992 order from North West Scientific at today's prices and found a 40% increase." Ken Clarkson spoke about his frustration with fundraising in his elementary school. "We fundraise for everything from art supplies to learning resources. In the life of a classroom teacher, hardly a day goes by where he or she is not spending at least 10 minutes collecting money for the Christmas purchase order, sending the kids 10 minutes early for hot lunch, having the Grade 7s deliver the chocolate order, collecting and tabulating results for the spellathon, or going to the assembly for the introduction to the latest fundraising drive." Some reasons for the scarcity of dollars were suggested when the special education teachers spoke. "Our district is currently spending $1.6 million more to support students with special needs than Victoria is funding us for," added aboriginal education teacher Barb Andreasen. "The ministry recognizes only 4% of our students as high incidence (severely learning disabled, mentally challenged, or severe behaviour) when the actual incidence is well over 7%" said support teacher Trudy Schneider. "Creating the illusion that services are in place has become part of the ever expanding role of the support teacher." The picture drawn by the teachers was clear. Inflation of prices and the incidence of special needs has created a situation in which classroom teachers are coping with extreme shortages of supplies, librarian and special education teacher support, and clerical and custodial support as all district budgets are squeezed to meet real special needs. Bill Hartley listened and asked questions for clarification. Were we successful? The MLA asked for a subsequent meeting to assemble the teachers' comments into a brief for Paul Ramsey. "You have convinced me," he said. It is now up to him to convince Paul Ramsey and the cabinet to address underfunding in our district. It remains our responsibility to convince the electorate that more resources need to be put into our schools. Janet Amsden is president of Maple Ridge Teachers' Association and a member of the Teacher advisory board. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2011/01/bcpsea-wrong-people-to-bargain-with.html?showComment0751296408613925,Staffroom Confidential: BCPSEA - the wrong people to bargain with teachers Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Sunday, January 30, 2011 BCPSEA - the wrong people to bargain with teachers The BC Public School Employer's Association is not popular with teachers. It was imposed as a provincial bargaining agent in the mid-90's and teachers were denied their right to bargain locally, directly with their school Trustees. BCPSEA has failed to negotiate agreements in every round of bargaining except 2006, when a government signing bonus was on the table. Government intervention has been used in every other case. BCPSEA is not an organization of educators. It's employees are bureaucrats with very large salaries who typically have degrees in HR or business. These are the people that are entrusted with negotiating with teachers to reach the best collective agreements to serve Boards of Education who deliver educational programs in schools. It just doesn't make sense. And it is galling to read one of the first "tweets" from BCPSEA announcing their entrance to the twittersphere: "Spread the word in your District. BCPSEA updates now on Twitter. The first and most accurate factual information on education issues." Perhaps if you go to your lawyer or banker to seek information and expertise on educational issues, you might equally trust BCPSEA. I personally would ask an educator. Local teacher associations around the province are frustrated with the impact BCPSEA has had on relations with their local school Boards. Every time we try to work with Boards to modify our collective agreements where a provision clearly isn't working for either party, BCPSEA interferes. This has hampered our ability to discuss standardized testing, class size and composition, the school year, to name just a few issues. These issues are critical to students and families, and their interests should not be represented by unaccountable bureaucrats. BCPSEA is accountable to almost no one. Yes, they are directed by a Council elected by representatives of school Trustees. But that is a far cry from the type of accountability that locally elected Trustees have. We used to negotiate directly with these locally elected Trustees. If a Board did something unpopular in the community, the Trustees would know come the next election. In contrast, BCPSEA employees never answer to the public. A parent can phone their Trustee. They would have trouble getting in touch with their BCPSEA representative and they would have even more trouble having them listen and act on their concern. It is interesting that the one small piece of accountability there is - the election of the Chair by Trustee reps - actually got exercised this weekend. In a suprise "upset" (as Janet Steffenhagen called it), former Chair Ron Christensen was ousted and replaced by Mel Joy at last weekend's BCPSEA Annual General Meeting. I hope this was a response to the decades long failure of BCPSEA to act in a way that assists and improves Boards' ability to deliver quality education. Teachers are hoping this round to bargain a whole lot more with our local Boards. We believe that sensible solutions to local issues that will serve the local community are best made by those who live and work there and understand the needs. They are best developed by those directly elected by the parents and citizens in that community. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 8:47 AM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 17 comments: TobeyJanuary 30, 2011 at 9:30 AM Beautiful! Glad to see the BCPSEA problematized! They definitely do *not* represent the interests of the public, the values of professional educationists, or the needs of students. The class and power dynamics here are critical; but, sadly, many of us ignore or avoid the implications of stratified power. For instance, look at how de-fanged May Day has become - a holiday which commemorates the solidarity and legitimacy of labour militancy has come to be purveyed as a 'day for relaxation'. Discussions of class and power may not be in the interests of the elite, but for those of us in the trenches it's an absolute necessity. Cheers for highlighting this particular lack.ReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 30, 2011 at 8:45 PM Hi Tara, This is Silas White, elected trustee director at BCPSEA, also board chair on the Sunshine Coast. For both positions I feel very accountable to the public, part of which is trying to follow any concerns and feedback expressed online... But there are more similarities between my provincial and local roles, too. Locally and provincially, accountable trustees set direction for bargaining. But also both locally and provincially, boards delegate the actual daily work of bargaining and labour relations to professional staff. There is some local bargaining for teachers (we do a lot on the Sunshine Coast) and of course support staff, and in these cases again trustees may set direction but don't necessarily sit at the bargaining table. Boards typically have 0-2 trustees involved, and their roles are to liaison with the board and represent general board direction but not to do the legwork of bargaining. Just like BCPSEA, HR professionals and other hired staff do this. As far as "educators" go, I expect you're not suggesting that teachers should be bargaining with teachers, but rather that a superintendent or principal is often on a local team. Provincially, BCPSEA has a seconded superintendent on its team: Mike Roberts from Central Okanagan. Other BCPSEA staff including Hugh Finlayson and Jacquie Griffiths also used to work for school districts; if they still did under a local bargaining model, they'd be doing that work locally for trustees rather than provincially for trustees. Also, we all need to be realistic that the provincial government is a key player because it funds boards and also regulates both provincial and local bargaining, and numerous other aspects of education, with provincial legislation. So importantly, BCPSEA also has this representation at the table (though the majority is still trustees). As a trustee rep I feel my effectiveness at BCPSEA would be drastically reduced if we were left to merely speculate on government activity in relation to our discussions. Finally, the election yesterday was a positive response to Mel's candidacy rather than a negative response to Ron's. Ron has been instrumental and visionary in encouraging a younger generation of trustees, and evidently people felt it is time for this new leadership to step forward. It was bound to happen sometime, and such a generational shift will inevitably happen in other organizations, too. Maybe quite suddenly, like this was. But an election of a new chair simply cannot change BCPSEA's role, mandate and structure, which was set by the Clark government in 1994. BCPSEA does so happen to be the provincial bargaining agent to represent boards in teacher bargaining, which seems to be your main complaint about the organization... However, I do think if there is going to be a change we could all start by being a lot less adversarial. You mention the connection to parents, citizens, community and I can definitely confirm as someone elected by those people that their first wish in these matters is for both sides to cut down on the political rhetoric and work out some solutions for the best interests of our students and public education. Personally, I feel this can be accomplished at the provincial table, but I'm also open to a BCTF-BCPSEA discussion on the split of provincial/local matters. (I should also mention I appreciate your portrayal of boards in this posting much more than in your last posting.)ReplyDelete Jason ScottJanuary 30, 2011 at 10:34 PM Hi Tara, thanks for blogging. I like to hear your perspective, though personally I feel there are quite a few black-and-white statements in your posts. I'm a parent and a trustee (sd46-funnily enough same as SW above); but I'm also just a person who cares about education like you, and I assume you're open to questions since you're in the blogosphere. I'm curious about this statement that I've heard a few times lately: "BCPSEA has failed to negotiate agreements in every round of bargaining except 2006" Hasn't BCTF also failed to negotiate agreements in every round of bargaining except 2006? Only seems fair to mention that both sides failed to reach agreements. No? J ScottReplyDelete Tara EhrckeJanuary 31, 2011 at 8:12 AM Thanks for the thoughtful comments. A few responses. When we negotiate issues locally we talk to Superintendents, Associates and Principals. While we may have different viewpoints, we all share a common knowledge of life in schools. That is the piece missing when discussing issues with HR managers or lawyers or professional bargainers. It is fine to talk about salary with an HR manager, but when we discuss school based teams, or staff committees, it is essential I believe to have that common framework for discussion. You mention that Boards delegate bargaining to staff. That has not been the history in Victoria and I believe many districts. We always had Trustees (up to three at a time even!) sit directly on the district's local bargaining team. Yes the province is a player. That is why we believe the Province should provide a funding envelope for local Boards to use to bargain locally. This was the model adopted in Ontario and was very successful in allowing local Boards to allocate those resources in ways that made sense for the teachers and communities. Maybe in some Districts this will go to upgrade teacherages. Maybe in others to enhance funding for travel costs for professional development, for example. Trustees do direct BCPSEA, and if they thought BCPSEA was broken they could withhold their fees/participation. Boards of Education had two substantive functions at their inception: taxation and bargaining (a form of management right). Both have been removed. This, in my opinion, deprives them of much of the significant decision making authority which ought to come with that elected office. They are not functions which have been stripped from municipalities. But school Boards have become less and less relevant under this governance model. This is a shame, as they are one of the key forms of democratic control at the local level. On J Scott's remark about failing to negotiate. I think it is hard to blame teachers for "failing" when we have been unilaterally legislated back to work. This happened in 2002 and again in 2005. It is my honest belief that BCPSEA knew government would do this and that as a result they did not bargain meaningfully. If you would like some concrete evidence, please take a look at the court case taking place over Bill 27 and 28, in which the BCTF introduced evidence that showed the direct relationship between government legislation and BCPSEA bargaining. You can find details on the BCTF web site.ReplyDelete Jason ScottJanuary 31, 2011 at 12:24 PM Thanks for furthering the dialogue. I respect your opinion, and I'm not here to refute that. I'm just saying that when two parties (or groups) fail to reach an agreement in negotiations, both "sides" need to take responsibility for that. It's the only way to move forward, in my opinion. J ScottReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 31, 2011 at 4:05 PM PART 2 (from Silas): There are no board fees for BCPSEA so the structural accountability component is largely through the election of trustees to the board of directors. And if trustees felt BCPSEA was broken we would definitely hear about it. Trustee and board participation in the Rep Council and AGM last week was more positive and extensive than I've ever seen it. I believe only one or two boards out of 60 weren't represented, due to conflicting schedules. I can relate to your governance comments, though at the same time I understand why the Province made these changes: equity. I live in a region (and time) where building public support for school taxes would be brutal because about half our population is over the age of 50. In regions where a higher proportion of the population is directly connected to public education, or likewise just has more per-capita wealth than others, a board would be able to raise more taxes and offer better programs to their students than in other districts. Bargaining is similar: as far as the distribution of funds goes, it needs to be equitable. Secondly, certainly salary harmonization and also some common working conditions, processes and other practices among teachers throughout the province would also be impossible under local bargaining. And how about porting of seniority and sick leave? I realize I'm now referring to the extreme of full local bargaining, but it seems as though you are, too, especially with the funding envelope suggestion. As far as a BCTF-BCPSEA discussion on the current provincial-local split goes, as I said before that is not a bad thought. I can speak from personal experience, though, that my district conducts quite a lot of mid-contract modification bargaining and we and our local never seem to run out of issues to work on that are already classified as local. But I also understand that the BCTF feels there can be too many restrictions around the current process for local bargaining, which would also inevitably be part of any discussion on the split.ReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 31, 2011 at 4:06 PM Hi Tara, Silas here again, still needing to get a WordPress or Google sign-in. And responding in 2 parts! (guess I just need my own blog) PART 1: At the provincial level, the role of the seconded superintendent will certainly be to represent that common knowledge of life in schools, and to share it with the rest of the bargaining team. It has also been (and will continue to be) to connect with superintendents and principals around the province to strengthen that commonality and knowledge at the table. He is one person, but on the other hand he has been seconded to focus on representing that educational perspective in bargaining and labour relations -- so he isn't juggling hundreds of other non-bargaining demands and urgent issues like a local superintendent would be during local bargaining. And this is actually one of local boards' greatest concerns re: local bargaining. When we have all our superintendents and other key staff focused on bargaining throughout the province (in addition to the teacher reps, of course) it can be a serious drain on the daily operations and educational focus of our system. In some districts, it simply isn't practicable. So why don't only the trustees bargain, then? Well we don't have that firsthand classroom/school knowledge you talk about. And I say this as someone who has been relatively active in local bargaining. But in addition to that classroom knowledge it is just as important to have school district HR professionals involved because they're the ones who deal with the collective agreement every day, probably have the most year-round contact with local presidents such as yourself, are most aware of all recent grievances, etc. So these HR professionals are involved at the provincial stage just as they would be at local tables. As I mentioned, I'm in a district where trustees are more involved than many others in bargaining -- and yet we certainly don't do the legwork because we aren't immersed in either the classroom or collective agreement as our daily work. I like to think we contribute valuable input to our team, but realistically teachers aren't "bargaining with the trustees." Although, I am interested in the Victoria model you mention so will check into it with present and past Victoria trustee associates. But realistically, the Victoria experience is not what most teacher locals would be looking at in local bargaining today. Just take a look at support staff tables or mid-contract modification tables, and you won't find many trustees. Re: the funding envelope idea, the other side of this is that it can hang boards out to dry when there isn't much to offer from provincial coffers, or in the present case, when there is net-zero to offer. So the centralization of a situation like this, when we're all under these very same conditions set by the province anyway, and there really isn't any flexibility to make the localized decisions like the examples you provided, makes a lot of sense.ReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 31, 2011 at 4:08 PM Sorry those appeared backwards! Read the bottom one first.ReplyDelete Tara EhrckeFebruary 1, 2011 at 7:56 AM Hi Silas - We are not proposing the "big" money items at the local table...salary and benefits. Although there is a case to be made by Boards that these should be. In a remote District a Board might want higher salaries to attract teachers. Salaries are not harmonized right now - they vary quite a bit from district to district. Nor are benefits. The equity piece is dealt with through the funding envelope - it needs to be allocated in an equitable fashion (eg. per FTE student). My point about funding was not that I want local taxation back, just that the general model has been to strip Boards of their powers. I agree with you that equitable distribution is essential with respect to the funding. In fact, many of the current grant structures (e.g. Community Link) and the funding provided by International students and parent fundraising still create considerable inequity in the funding available to Boards and schools. The funding model was originally changed for equity reasons (after the Cameron Commission in the late 40's). But other parts of the governance model that have changed are about stripping Boards of their relevance, and bargaining is one of them. Victoria negotiated porting of sick leave way back in the 90's locally. No need to do this provincially. And many of us don't like portability of seniority here! Many of the items we want to bargain are not even cost items. Of our thirty odd priorities less than half are money items and many of the money items are small money items. For example, we would like to increase the allotment of PD funds to teachers. We currently receive $87 per year. Meanwhile, administrators get close to $1000. If there has been room in the budget to increase administrator PD funds, why not teacher? Doubling our PD funds would cost the District less than $100,000 - a small money item in a $170 million budget. Or why not redistribute that same funding equitably to all educators? We would like language defining health and safety committees - no cost. A parental complaint process - no cost. I could go on. In fact, the costs to Board arise when these issues are not dealt with. They end up as grievances and the money goes to lawyers and arbitrators. Our Board is spending close to half a million dollars a year in litigation with us, when they should be just bargaining with us to develop long term solutions to these local problems.ReplyDelete SilasFebruary 2, 2011 at 12:20 PM Hi Tara, Your earlier connection of local taxation to local bargaining is apt. Without local taxation trustees lost autonomy in many areas, but as I said before from a provincial perspective it created some necessary equity for students. When I look at only my district and my position, the more autonomy the better; provincially, though, there is some equity for both students and employees that can be achieved through some centralization. I've heard stories from the glory days of local bargaining in the 70s and 80s and from the employer's side taxation somewhat drove the whole exercise. Sometimes proposals would need to be costed out by how much taxes would need to be raised. But without this notion/utility as part of the formula, those glory days just aren't so romantic anymore. A lot of the control is going to be provincial anyway, so having 60+ provincial tables going may not be the best use of our local resources (your local as well as your district). [And I do understand your cited envelope model--though governance for Ontario boards is structured in a way that they have complementary autonomy and independence in other areas, too, compared to us, so I'm not sure it could work so well here.] But you're absolutely right that this situation has come about as a result of lessened autonomy -- but that issue isn't going to get solved within the current structure. That would need to come from outside, by whom we elect and influence as MLAs. That is an entirely different process and chances are that trustees and teachers have a lot in common regarding what they'd like to see happen provincially (simply more support for public education, for starters). On a quick count, my local CA has about 106 articles, about 35 of which are provincial. PD funds are already local are they not? Same with health & safety? I don't believe we have a complaint process in our CA, but that surely isn't a provincial item. So if these items are already on the local table, is BCTF support for local bargaining actually indicative of dissatisfaction with *LOCAL* bargaining as it stands? Maybe there is a more effective way of addressing this underlying concern than expanding local bargaining, which seems counterintuitive? SilasReplyDelete Tara EhrckeFebruary 8, 2011 at 1:08 PM Not that I can speak for the BCTF, but as a local President I can say that we are frustrated both by how little is at the local table (pd funds are not at the local table, nor are stipends for committees, nor are parental complaints - have a look at Appendix 1 and 2 of the LOU #1 in your teacher collective agreement) and also that every time we try to have local negotiations we are told "BCPSEA told us not to". It is like trying to negotiate with the people who are not really in charge. I hope there will be support from Trustees for increased local bargaining because I think we both have things to gain.ReplyDelete Silas WhiteFebruary 9, 2011 at 6:44 PM All the more reason for a BCTF-BCPSEA discussion on the split, as our working document (at least in SD#46) is unclear. Appendix 1 & 2 do not line up with other local/provincial designations in our document. However "Health and Safety Committee" is consistently designated local. The "BCPSEA told us not to" phenomenon is troubling, as we can probably both agree that it doesn't sound much like real local bargaining. Neither does "BCTF head office told us not to," but I will acknowledge that boards seem to fall back on that former excuse a bit too much. But with more local bargining, you'd just hear it FAR MORE, and BCPSEA would be busier than ever. The biggest reason for "BCPSEA told us not to" is that districts don't have enough resources to handle the current assignment of support staff and limited teacher bargaining. Many of us lean heavily on BCPSEA's advice to the point where I'm sure it almost seems as though BCPSEA is directing local bargaining, which should not be happening. But boards have made it clear to BCPSEA that we can't all handle more local bargaining, and in fact the more that can be dealt with at the provincial table, the better. That said, boards would undoubtedly be willing to listen to arguments that some matters would best be handled split up 60 different ways because of varying unique circumstances across the province; as you've pointed out before, this is really what board governance of education in BC is all about. A discussion about how and why some matters could reasonably be sent to local tables could conceivably be a way to "increase local bargaining" as you're hoping for. Hopefully such a discussion will be the next step.ReplyDelete AnonymousMarch 10, 2011 at 5:33 PM Wow. I stumbled across this blog while doing research and the conversation reflects the reason I left BC politics/schools. Teachers want more money and do less, and use the "it's for the children" bleeding heart card. Well, teachers are over paid and unreliable. Our daughter is in Vancouver and we have a 2 week spring break. THis is only two months after x-mass break, and only 3 months before summer holidays. We've had to find day care for so called PD days, that oddly coincide with long weekends. I'd like to see teachers get a grip on reality and stop and get real work where they are expected to show up 5 days a week and only get a few weeks of holidays a year, not 12 - 14 , and to do it without a pension. Teachers have become a leach on th epublic purse, are no longer professional (given up when unionized), and is out of touch with the people who PAY their salaries.ReplyDelete AnonymousMarch 25, 2011 at 5:33 AM There will come a time (and I hope it's a long way off) where few will step forward to become teachers, and even less to become students.ReplyDelete AnonymousMay 14, 2011 at 8:35 AM Hey here's a novel approach, why not bargain in good faith and quit breaking United Nations and BC Laws? The BC Supreme Court just raked BCPSEA and the govt over the coals for all you've done to my profession. Hers a novel idea, why not bargain in good faith without a ministry dictated agenda? Us teachers all read the recent Supreme Court decision, and guess what people? There wont be another legislated agreement (oxymoron) again in this province. Oh and by the way, for the person who thinks this is a cushy do nothing job, when was the last time you taught 32 kids in a room, one of them legally blind, three identified as ADHD, one also ESL all by yourself? You think doing that and everything else my colleagues and I do is easy? Go get your 5.5 years university education, and you get on in there buddy, and relish your starting take home pay of about 2500 a month.... WOOT WOOT. I dare ya. Its easy to sit on the sidelines and bash teacher isn't it? WHy not, the government does it? How much time have you spent volunteering and helping in your children's schools over the past 5 years? Something everyone needs to consider here, from Wisconsin through to BC, is 70 percent of us whom teach your kids are getting ready to retire in the next 7 years. Hows teacher training and enrollment doing at the BC universities? got lots of potential replacements there now? You better. Do you even care about quality education and our future as a society? Get real, who would go into teaching when you cant even afford to live in Vancouver or the Valley on what a teacher makes. Get real people. Ps...... I can see the 18th green from my living room window, and you shall reap what you sow, so good luck with all this. Im one of the lucky ones getting out of the profession in the next three years. Ill be greeting you at Walmart and playing golf soon. I cant wait to be done with all this garbage. Thanks for ruining the whole concept of being a teacher for many of us, you gutted my passion, made it just a job, and when I complained to my MLA, he told me to find another job. So I did, I quit doing extra curricular ( stuff we do for free) and started my own company and took my skills elsewhere after 3:15 pm. Now you the public, have to pay for what I can offer, outside of the school I work in. Thanks for the advice Mr. MLA, now I can sit on the other side of the fence and just laugh at all the hypocrisy, lying, and cheating being modeled openly for all in society to learn from. Well done. Cheers : )ReplyDelete AnonymousSeptember 22, 2011 at 12:23 AM I am very curious about the costs & salaries at BCPSEA. I can't find anything online about what people--from the "CEO" down to the rank & file at BCPSEA are paid. All I could find when I searched salaries & BCPSEA were teachers' salaries. How much are BC taxpayers paying out annually to this organization? I'd really like to know. A supporter of public education & democracy.ReplyDelete AnonymousNovember 23, 2011 at 9:38 AM I too am very curious as to the compensation packages of all employees at BCPSEA and very curious as to why I can't find this information. They are 'ranked' as one of BC's 'best' employers so it goes without saying that the public should know why. The only firm piece of data I can find is that they cover 100% of employee benefits. Perhaps passing on what makes them 'best' to all those they bargain with would be a good place to start on the road to great.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ▼  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ▼  January (13) What can the revolution in Egypt teach us about 21... BCPSEA - the wrong people to bargain with teachers... BCPSEA discusses bargaining, media and the wired w... Is this the first crack in the BC government's wag... Teacher bargaining in the news What will "personalized" learning look like? A cyn... Has Margaret MacDiarmid forgotten about report car... One Grade Four Teachers Feelings on the FSA Victoria schools pressure parents not to withdraw?... Educators twitter on what learning in the 21st cen... FSAs, Merit Pay, Awards - Why rankings have no pla... Friedman or Finland?: Why we shouldn't rank school... A New Year, A New Attack on Teachers? ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=25063,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 4, January/February 2012   What’s the difference between a bureaucrat and a teacher?  By Starleigh Grass   The title sounds like the set up to a joke, right? Unfortunately there is no punchline. I’m mulling over a question posed to me by a community leader on educational transformation. When we teachers talk amongst ourselves provincially about educational change and its impact on teaching in the past 20 years we talk about increased administrative tasks, attempts to standardize curriculum, increased emphasis on standardized testing, and attempts to deskill the profession by giving us cookie-cutter programs to administer to the children. Last fall, while I was in the midst of assessment cycle mania, UBC Alumni Affairs called me up to ask what I did for a living. “I’m a teacher,”  I answered. “Can you describe your job to me?” the super-friendly person asked. “I teach,”  I said. “I know,” she said, “but I have to write a description. Can you describe your job?”  “Well, I interpret and follow policies; I plan and deliver curriculum; I administer provincial-, district-, and school-based programs; I collect assessment and evaluation data; I report assessment and evaluation data; I assess the assessment and evaluation data…”   After we got off the phone I found myself strangely disturbed by my own description of what teaching is. Anyhow, I had an opportunity to converse about school improvement, and I was politely evading the topic because I was trying to buy some time to think when the community leader brought up the phrase “too much bureaucracy” and suddenly I was like, “yes, that’s it!” In the current bargaining round I think that we need to communicate to the public the impact of ever-increasing bureaucratization on the teacher/learner relationship. In today’s educational environment in BC—where everything is about data data data and the people reading it don’t even know what a standard deviation is, and where the “accountability” agenda emphasizes programs and policies over people—in this environment we need the public to understand that fighting for professional autonomy and adequate resources is about ensuring that teachers are able to practice the art of teaching and focus on students. When people send their kids off to school, their dearest wish isn’t that bureaucrats will administer programs on their children so that the bureaucrats can assess their child’s cohort’s performance in order to decide whether or not the program is successful. While they might be slightly interested in where their child’s school fits in relation to other schools, chances are they are more interested in whether or not their child has received individualized instruction in order to grow as much as possible in the precious 10 months a year the child is in class. Professional autonomy and adequate resources are key pillars in supporting teachers to individualize instruction and support students as much as possible. Most parents hope that their child will find a caring, kind, compassionate person who will personalize instruction to meet the needs of their child. They want someone who will fill the child with curiosity, enthusiasm, and a love of learning. These are the ingredients that can create sustainable conditions for lifelong learning, and we can’t achieve them without professional autonomy and adequate resources. Hopefully we will be able to achieve these things in the upcoming round of bargaining without job action, but if we do have to have job action, these are things worth fighting for. There’s my rant.   Starleigh Grass, teacher on leave, Lillooet Secondary School—via blog: twinkleshappyplace.blogspot.com   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13690,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 1997 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 10, Number 2, October 1997 Teachers control professional development by Maureen Dockendorf “Action research helped us through reorganization by giving us time to stop and reflect on what was happening, how we were being affected, and what we could do. We were able to adapt our expectations…and that flexibility kept us hooked into the action-research process and continue the investigation. Action research was the bright spark this year, I crave the opportunity to continue my involvement next year.” –Junior secondary school teacher Teachers at grassroots of district-wide action research Action-research groups are groups of teachers meeting regularly to solve mutually agreed-upon problems. An invitation from two Coquitlam intermediate teachers to all intermediate teachers in the fall 1995 Coquitlam Teachers’ Association Bulletin was the beginning of what is now a district-wide approach to action research. They formed an action-research group and lobbied the district administration to fund the group by providing teacher release time. The connections between a grassroots teacher movement and the senior staff’s support for teacher-centred professional development resulted in action-research groups involving more than 150 teachers. The Coquitlam School District allocated funds to support action research, and it invited individuals, organizations (local specialist associations), and schools to apply. The senior staff designated a portion of the Ministry of Education’s implementation funds. The sole purpose for the funding is to provide release time for teachers to meet in action-research groups. The goal of action research is clear: to make a positive difference to student learning. Coquitlam’s action-research groups: meet for half a day once every four weeks over an eight-month period. receive one-half-day release time for each teacher to meet for three hours in either the morning or the afternoon. meet between meetings on their own time. decide on their meeting schedule at the first action-research meeting. work collaboratively with a partner or in a triad. meet at locations other than school sites to focus on action research and inquiry into their own practice. include teachers from elementary schools, senior secondary schools, junior secondary schools, middle schools, and teachers on leave. (Although most of the participants were teachers, there was one administrator and several support staff.) Personal reflections Action-research groups are one of the most powerful approaches to professional development because teachers own the process, the questions, and self-efficacy. Teachers are very effective at taking control of their professional development. Action researchers are not driven by IRPs, brain-based research, or criterion-referenced assessment. Rather, we are driven by teaching and learning questions while being simultaneously influenced by the needs of the children in our classrooms. In our action-research groups, we begin with those inside questions and use outside information to inform our practice—not drive it. The future of action-research groups in Coquitlam This fall, there will be 14 or so action-research groups—teachers meeting once a month to discuss ways to improve classroom practice and to design action plans. The Coquitlam Teachers’ Association and the Coquitlam School District are exploring ways to share the funding for action research, thus giving teachers ongoing support from year to year. In Coquitlam, action-research groups have created better places for students to learn. This year, I was one of the 150 teachers focussed on becoming better at the art of teaching. Action-research questions: What are the effects on student learning when I as a teacher am explicit about what I am doing and why I am doing it? In what ways can I support my students to become more effective writers? What are the effects of changing my teaching strategies with Grade 10 students to make a passive class more active and excited about learning the fundamentals about automotive, teamwork, and attitude? How can I promote task independence among Kindergarten and Grade 1 students? How can I be effective in integrating a student with special needs into my classroom? In what ways can I increase students’ reading comprehension and their ability to demonstrate that comprehension? In what ways can we effectively integrate science and Internet learning? Reflections from action-researchers: “Trying to be an effective practitioner can be overwhelming, especially if you work on your own. When many minds are put to a question, the answer can be amazing and the benefits to students outstanding.” “Action research gave us the time to learn and discuss with colleagues the questions we have about teaching. It also gave us a chance to question our own teaching practices and help us develop better teaching strategies.” Maureen Dockendorf is an action-research group facilitator and a teacher at Seaview Elementary School, Coquitlam. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "October is #FosterFamilyMonth. Thank you #BC for opening your homes and hearts to more than 5,900 children and youth." @John_Yap - 11:14pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=6890&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 18, Number 7, May/June 2006   Teaching peace is more important than ever by Jane Turner  As co-ordinator of the International Peace Education Conference for the World Peace Forum, I have learned a lot about peace. First of all, it means different things depending on where you live in the world. If you live in Tanzania, it means eradicating poverty; you can’t have peace if you are poor. If you live in Latin America, it means equality of the sexes; a machismo culture doesn’t lend itself to peace for women. If you live in Washington, DC, it means having children not be hit by adults. I began to wonder, what does peace mean for Canadians? I think it has all of the above meanings plus a few more. Now peace for Canadians means the absence of war, of being involved in one. Canadians are fighting in Afghanistan, not as peacekeepers wearing the symbolic blue helmets but as an aggressive fighting force. We are not part of a NATO mission, nor are we under the auspices of the United Nations. We have taken over fighting in Afghanistan from the United States, freeing up American soldiers to concentrate on their war in Iraq. The Americans are having trouble finding those weapons of mass destruction. I guess they need more soldiers to find them. The Russians waged war in Afghanistan in the 1980s. That went as well as the US involvement in Vietnam in the previous decade. Currently, Canadian armed forces are in Afghanistan fighting—not peacekeeping. Now that we are part of that elite group of aggressor nations, I wonder what impact this will have on our Canadian culture? Ironically, as we are preparing for the June World Peace Forum’s International Peace Education Conference, the theme of which is "educating a generation to create a culture of peace," the federal government is launching a cultural initiative of its own. According to a news report by Matthew Behrens, Stephen Harper’s government is offering course credits to students who join the Canadian Armed Forces Army Reserve co-op program. There they will learn to shoot automatic weapons (machine guns) among other things military and be paid $1,400 for two weeks in the field. Add to this an aggressive recruiting campaign for the armed forces, targeting young men and women in high school, and it’s no wonder CTV reported Defence Minister Gordon O’Connor as saying the armed forces recruiting campaign was so successful they had reached 110% of their target recruitment quota. It is extraordinarily important that teachers learn as much as possible about incorporating peace education into their curriculum right now. There is a strong movement in Canada to change our traditional cultural profile from peacekeeping to a combatant nation. I hope this is not what we want for our students or our culture. It is going to get harder to teach that anti-bullying and peaceful problem solving are keys to good citizenship when our federal government is role-modeling military aggressiveness and encouraging our youth to learn how to fight.  Registration for the Peace Education Forum Full week: $225 Fixed-income seniors and students: $150 Daily Rates: $50 a day Fixed income seniors and students: $30 a day Field-trip rate, Monday, June 26 International Peace Education Conference only: $5 per student (K –12 students must be accompanied by teacher/supervisors) For information about the Peace Education Conference, contact Barb Preus at 604-871-1866, bpreus@bctf.ca or Jane Turner 604-871-1871, jturner@bctf.ca. Jane Turner is an assistant director, BCTF Professional and Social Issues Division. )
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13698,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 1997 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 10, Number 2, October 1997 Everyone’s culture has its beauty World Music in Education by Valerie Dare Visiting musician Qiu Xia draws a map of mainland China on the blackboard and marks the site of Xian, the ancient capital. “It looks like a chicken,” she laughs, and then asks the English-as-a-second-language class to name the two islands that are its “feet.” Once Haikow and Taiwan are correctly identified, Qiu Xia points to Xian. “I come from here,” she tells the students. She offers the chalk to three boys who, in turn, mark on the map their places of origin. “Now I will play the music from these places and tell you how they are different.” And Qiu Xia extemporaneously plays on her pipa lute a folk melody from Shanghai and a love song from Shaanxi province, explaining and demonstrating the regional differences in musical styles. The students are awed by her superb musicianship and captivated by her personality and teaching skills. Qiu Xia’s personal story is equally inspiring: she came to Vancouver to perform with a group of Chinese folk musicians in 1989 and decided to make Canada her home; how she spoke no English but, through her music, made friends and became fluent in just a few years; she now is in great demand as a professional musician and has music especially composed for her. The personal stories of musicians lead to cultural appreciation and understanding among those they meet. Interacting with musicians in classroom-based workshops gives students insight into cultures they might otherwise only read about. The K–12 program offers many curricular opportunities for including world music: building instruments in woodwork, dancing in fine arts/PE, researching cultures in social studies, investigating sound and harmonics in science, examining social customs and celebrations in home economics, and analyzing lyrics in English/language arts. World music instruction can complement and enrich the educational program. In music classrooms, the study of music in its cultural context is identified as a key concept in the K–12 music curriculum, and through performance many students can experience musical traditions from around the world. Charles Dickens Elementary School music specialist Paul Nicholls teaches West African drumming rhythms and Brazilian samba in his program. Students as young as Grades 3 and 4 play complex polyrhythms in instrument groupings that include agogo bells, and kpanlogo drums from Ghana, and djembe drums from Guinea. Nicholls acquired techniques for teaching non-Western music by taking lessons from master drummers, bringing them to the school as artists in residence, and learning from them the non-Western teaching techniques that are appropriate to the music. Samba classes are a feature of the music programs at both Charles Dickens and James Cook elementary schools thanks to teachers Nicholls and Eric Hartman, who work with local musicians Celso Machado and Joseph “Pepe” Danza. The music programs at Dickens and Cook are the subject of a video documentary now in production. At the secondary level, world music is part of the programs of at least four Lower Mainland schools, including Britannia, Gladstone, Windermere in Vancouver, and Hugh Boyd in Richmond. Lynn Price’s Music 11 program at Windermere runs for five months, backed to CAPP 11. Beginning in 1996 with one class of 30 students, her program has become so popular that the number of students registering has doubled and two classes will be offered in 1997–98. Hartman, Nicholls, and Price will be presenting workshops on their programs at the February fine arts conference Crossing Boundaries: Passport to Possibilities. As well as promoting multiculturalism from a local perspective, world music offers schools opportunities to participate internationally through links with non-governmental organizations and artists on tour. Britannia has been visited twice by Black Umfolosi, a performing group from Zimbabwe. Impressed with the community-school aspect of Britannia, Black Umfolosi suggested possible ties with the cultural centre they are building in Bulawayo and with the secondary school they attended as students after the Chimurenga war of liberation ended in 1980. Britannia is exploring possibilities for students in the International Baccalaureate Program to communicate with those at George Silundika Secondary School and provide information about Britannia. In return, learning resources sent from Zimbabwe will support the study of development in the Social Studies 11 course. Wherever they tour, Black Umfolosi seek to establish contacts with schools and community centres that will lead to cultural exchange and promote understanding between peoples. Lucky Moyo, spokesperson for the group, puts it this way: “Culture knows no barriers and where words no longer communicate, music and dance take over. If there is to be understanding in this world, it must surely come through cultural exchange. Only in this way can people begin to understand each other a little better.” Cultural understanding is perhaps the primary reason for advocating world music as a teaching strategy. Giving students personal experience of cultures through their music, involving artists from those cultures in workshop presentations, and providing a curriculum context that relates to classroom work are practical teaching techniques for connecting students with the larger world and making it familiar to them. Teachers will know that this objective has been realized when they hear a comment like this Britannia student’s: “Now I know how everyone’s culture has its beauty.” Valerie Dare teaches at Britannia Secondary School, Vancouver. Lower Mainland teachers, parents, and artists have formed a group, The World Music Continuum, to advance the teaching of world music in schools. Anyone wishing information can contact Valerie Dare (604) 255-9371, loc. 227, Eric Hartman, (604) 713-4828, or Paul Nicholls, (604) 713-4978. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet ""Everyone laughed when I said I wanted to open a button store" http://t.co/4AVIQWDBfB #smallbiz #entrepreneur" @naomiyamamoto - 06:39pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "RT @nationalpost: Tories' temporary foreign worker overhaul is 'tragically misdirected': Christy Clark http://t.co/EV5YPyV9lC" @John_Yap - 02:49pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11922,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2000 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 13, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 2000 Class size by Irene Lanzinger My TOC assignment for the day was Math 9, Math 10A, and Math 11 at Gladstone Secondary School. In spite of my 17 years as a teacher and/or a teacher union leader, I was apprehensive. The sum total of my experience as a TOC was five days, and my experience with modified math classes was somewhat less than positive. I once had a Math 9A/Math10A split class with 27 students that made me reconsider teaching as a career. Imagine my delight when, as the students filed in, I pulled out the attendance sheet and realized there were only 15 students in the class. The next emotion that hit me was pride at the work our local had done in bargaining a grievance settlement that put a class-size limit on modified classes. In the first three rounds of local bargaining, Vancouver teachers achieved class-size limits, including lower limits when students with special needs are integrated into classes. The language has been the source of many disputes between the Vancouver School Board and the Vancouver teachers’ locals. In the past five years, I have been closely involved in these disputes as vice-president and then president of the Vancouver Secondary Teachers’ Association (VSTA). The situation reached a peak in the 1996–97 school year, when, in secondary schools alone, there were 260 classes in violation of the collective agreement. That grievance was settled in February 1998, with compensatory time or money for the teachers of all 260 classes listed in the grievance and a pool of money ($250 for each violation) that went to schools to be used to support teachers with students with special needs in their classes. However, the grievances continued. The VSTA set a goal of resolving class-size grievances early in the school year in order to force the board to put more staff in schoolsto meet the limits rather than compensate teachers after the school year was over. The 1998–99 class-size grievance went to arbitration in November 1998. In a mediated settlement, the board agreed to add 9.4 teachers to Vancouver secondary schools. As well, we modified the integration language for secondary schools and bargained a new limit of 20 to 22 students (depending on the number of students with special needs integrated) in modified science, social studies, English, and math classes. The limit significantly reduced the sizes of modified classes, including my Math 10A class at Gladstone. In January, I will be seconded full-time to work on the BCTF bargaining team, so my term as a TOC will be short. My time as a TOC will ensure that I will be at the table with a recent overview of the working and learning conditions teachers face every day. As it turned out, the Math 10A class went very well. I left school that day with renewed faith in the wonderful work public school teachers are doing in this province. I also left with a renewed commitment to class-size limits as the single most important workload provision teachers have bargained. I know that commitment is shared by teachers all around the province and together we will continue to fight for class-size improvements in the next round of bargaining. Irene Lanzinger is a teacher on call in Vancouver and a member of the BCTF’s 2000–01 Bargaining Team. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=8248,BCTF News Releases  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources   For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development News Release Archives 2014  2013  2012    2011 2010  2009  2008 2007  2006  Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2006 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE October 19, 2006 BCTF salutes teacher-librarians Teachers around the province are celebrating the work of their peers through their support and acknowledgment of National School Library Day, October 23. The BC Teachers' Federation (BCTF) says this day highlights the connection between reading and learning. President Jinny Sims says, "We are concerned about the lack of specialist teachers such as teacher-librarians, who foster our children's love of books. School libraries help lay the foundation for lifelong learning and students read more when they have access to a variety of materials to enhance learning. Our school libraries are staffed with professional teacher-librarians who know what information will stimulate and engage students." Sims says student achievement is linked to access to school libraries and it's important that schools are well-resourced with curriculum-based collections and strong library programs. "The government must fully fund school libraries," says Sims, "not only by ensuring the shelves are well-stocked with current and cutting-edge resources, but by staffing the libraries with full-time teacher-librarians. It's alarming that in BC, only 18% of school libraries have a full-time teacher-librarian." The BCTF is heartened that the provincial government wants BC to be world's literacy leader, but Sims says, "in order for that to happen, we need sufficient funding. School libraries should be places for our children to expand their knowledge and to feed their love of learning. Instead, they have become the hallmark of budget constraints and many school boards have been slow in repairing the damage that years of budget cuts have done." Sims says the BCTF applauds the hard work of teacher-librarians and recognizes the unique struggles they face. - 30 - For more information, contact Yvonne Eamor, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell). Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/contacts.cfm?page=pdchairs&sort=1,BCTF Contacts Home E-mail Lists Links A to Z Index Contact Us Help SITE SEARCH Quick Links BCTF formsBCTF NewsFrançaisLabour linksPensionsTeacher NewsmagazineTeaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Contact Us > PD chairpersons BCTF Professional Development Chairpersons Sorted by local name. Click here for sort by local number. Local Chair School Phone School Fax E-mail Abbotsford District Teachers' Association (34) Brenda Head    604-850-7692  pd34@bctf.ca Alberni District Teachers' Union (701) Stephanie Hopkins  250-723-7522  250-723-7557  pd701@bctf.ca Arrow Lakes Teachers' Association (10) Paula Rogers  250-358-7222  250-358-2533  pd10@bctf.ca Boundary District Teachers' Association (51) Catherine Pankoff  250-442-8275  250-442-5388  pd51@bctf.ca Linda Rawlings-Dolezsar  250-442-5313  250-442-5317  pd51@bctf.ca Bulkley Valley Teachers' Union (54) Kristina Willing  250-847-2231  250-847-2165  pd54@bctf.ca Mary Neto  250-847-2231  250-847-2165  pd54@bctf.ca Burnaby Teachers' Association (41) Alexandra Peters  604-664-7056  604-664-8734  pd41@bctf.ca Barbara Henderson  604-664-8727  604-664-8818  pd41@bctf.ca Patricia Dolton      pd41@bctf.ca Burns Lake District Teachers' Union (55) Lisa Mason  250-698-7301  250-698-7349  pd55@bctf.ca Campbell River District Teachers' Association (72) Adria Anne Gleeson  250-286-0511  250-286-0938  pd72@bctf.ca Cariboo-Chilcotin Teachers' Association (27) Shirley Giroux  250-398-5800  250-398-5206  pd27@bctf.ca Central Coast Teachers' Association (49) Coleen Fraser  250-799-5556  250-799-5757  pd49@bctf.ca Stephen Dishkin  250-982-2355  250-982-2720  pd49@bctf.ca Central Okanagan Teachers' Association (23) Joe Jamison  250-868-1135  250-870-5020  pd23@bctf.ca Chetwynd Teachers' Association (592) Gysbert Ruiter  250-788-2267  250-788-9729  pd592@bctf.ca Chilliwack Teachers' Association (33) Angela Woods  604-823-4408  604-823-2243  pd33@bctf.ca Comox District Teachers' Association (71) Lisa Pedersen-Skene    250-897-0487  pd71@bctf.ca Coquitlam Teachers' Association (43) Michael Galliford  604-464-8581  604-937-8045  pd43@bctf.ca Cowichan District Teachers' Association (65) Naomi Nilsson  250-748-2251  250-746-7849  pd65@bctf.ca Sabina Reska  250-743-6916  250-743-6915  pd65@bctf.ca Cranbrook District Teachers' Association (2) Carol Johns  250-489-4391  250-489-0600  pd02@bctf.ca Colette Grasdal  250-426-5241  250-426-6673  pd02@bctf.ca Creston Valley Teachers' Association (861) Melissa Feragotti  250-428-2051  250-428-2019  pd861@bctf.ca Delta Teachers' Association (37) Fiona Higgs    604-599-1786  pd37@bctf.ca Fernie District Teachers' Association (1) Linda Christenson  250-425-6666  250-425-6661  pd01@bctf.ca Sarah Larsen      pd01@bctf.ca Fort Nelson District Teachers' Association (81) Shirley Kenney  250-774-6941  250-774-6988  pd81@bctf.ca Fraser-Cascade Teachers' Association (78) Kathleen Koopman      pd78@bctf.ca Gold Trail Teachers' Association (74) Elizabeth Griggs  250-256-4274  250-256-4275  pd74@bctf.ca Golden Teachers' Association (18) Margaret Calladine  250-344-6317    pd18@bctf.ca Greater Victoria Teachers' Association (61) Lucinda Graf  250-727-0188  250-727-2079  pd61@bctf.ca Gulf Islands Teachers' Association (64) James Lightfoot  250-653-9223  250-653-2090  pd64@bctf.ca Haida Gwaii Teachers' Association (50) Autum Gates    250-626-3214  pd50@bctf.ca Monika Hausmann    250-626-3214  pd50@bctf.ca Kamloops Thompson Teachers' Association (73) David Comrie    250-377-2257  pd73@bctf.ca Kimberley Teachers' Association (3) Bethany Turcon      pd03@bctf.ca Craig Hillman  250-427-4827  250-427-7106  pd03@bctf.ca Kitimat District Teachers' Association (80) Katherine Johnsen  250-632-6174  888-539-4732  pd80@bctf.ca Michele Sutherland  250-632-2912  888-574-1126  pd80@bctf.ca Kootenay Columbia Teachers' Union (20) John Horcoff      pd20@bctf.ca Kootenay Lake Teachers' Association (862) Dennis Larcombe  250-229-4224  250-353-7434  pd862@bctf.ca Lake Cowichan Teachers' Association (66) Christine Rolls  250-748-0011  250-749-4030  pd66@bctf.ca Langley Teachers' Association (35) Sandy Ho  604-888-3033  604-888-2873  pd35@bctf.ca Mackenzie Teachers' Association (572) Amber Raycraft  250-963-7060  250-963-7381  pd572@bctf.ca Christa Barnes  250-997-6340  250-997-5075  pd572@bctf.ca Karen Chadha  250-997-6340  250-997-5075  pd572@bctf.ca Maple Ridge Teachers' Association (42) Suzanne Hall  604-463-6414  604-466-6265  pd42@bctf.ca McBride-Valemount Teachers' Association (573) Brian Hanson    250-566-4551  pd573@bctf.ca Jennifer L'Arrivee  250-569-2295  250-569-2620  pd573@bctf.ca Julia Howard  250-569-2295  250-569-2620  pd573@bctf.ca Mission Teachers' Union (75) Anna Heavenor  604-820-4587  604-820-9505  pd75@bctf.ca Mount Arrowsmith Teachers' Association (69) Denise Spencer-Dahl  250-248-3296  250-954-1734  pd69@bctf.ca Lesley Rowan  250-752-5651  250-752-8604  pd69@bctf.ca Nanaimo District Teachers' Association (68) Colleen Skipper  250-758-6892  250-758-2373  pd68@bctf.ca Michael Silverton    250-751-8840  pd68@bctf.ca Nechako Teachers' Union (56) Cindy Miller  250-996-7126  250-996-7708  pd56@bctf.ca Shawn Lank  250-699-6233  250-699-7753  pd56@bctf.ca Nelson District Teachers' Association (7) Monica Doyle  250-352-3186  250-352-3183  pd07@bctf.ca Tamara Martin  250-352-5538  250-352-3119  pd07@bctf.ca New Westminster Teachers' Union (40) Romeo Lavrencic  604-517-6316  604-517-6204  pd40@bctf.ca Sandra Lee  604-517-6090  604-517-6091  pd40@bctf.ca Nisga'a Teachers' Union (92) Charity Peal  250-633-2225  250-633-2669  pd92@bctf.ca Samantha Lambright  250-326-4206  250-633-2916  pd92@bctf.ca Sara Beardsell  250-633-2225  250-633-2669  pd92@bctf.ca North Okanagan-Shuswap Teachers' Association (83) Kyla Hadden  250-836-2831  250-836-2664  pd83@bctf.ca North Vancouver Teachers' Association (44) Maria Aiello  604-903-3750  604-903-3751  pd44@bctf.ca Okanagan Skaha Teachers' Union (67) Angela Seppola  250-770-7683  250-492-5981  pd67@bctf.ca Peace River North Teachers' Association (60) Jessica Dmytruk  250-793-9125  250-630-2323  pd60@bctf.ca Peace River South Teachers' Association (591) Angela Connelly    250-782-9604  pd591@bctf.ca Powell River District Teachers' Association (47) Wendy Adams  604-485-5660    pd47@bctf.ca Prince George District Teachers' Association (571) Glen Thielmann  250-562-9525  250-564-4875  pd571@bctf.ca Prince Rupert District Teachers' Union (52) Colleen Pudsey    250-627-1348  pd52@bctf.ca Marla Gamble    250-627-1348  pd52@bctf.ca Raegan Sawka  250-627-1536  250-627-1443  pd52@bctf.ca Princeton District Teachers' Union (17) Gordon Bibby  250-295-3218  250-295-7914  pd17@bctf.ca Mary Bell  250-295-3218  250-295-7914  pd17@bctf.ca Quesnel District Teachers' Association (28) Carlie Borrett  250-991-5566  250-991-5565  pd28@bctf.ca Revelstoke Teachers' Association (19) Stacey Grimm  250-837-2173  250-837-7164  pd19@bctf.ca Richmond Teachers' Association (38) Christian Matheson  604-668-6665  604-668-6569  pd38@bctf.ca Saanich Teachers' Association (63) Holly Mair  250-704-4972  250-479-9870  pd63@bctf.ca Sarah Windle  250-652-9261  250-652-2094  pd63@bctf.ca Sea to Sky Teachers' Association (48) April Lowe  604-898-3688  604-898-4706  pd48@bctf.ca SEPF (93) Alain Paquin  604-437-4849  604-437-9630  pd93@bctf.ca Linda Theriault  250-220-6010  250-220-6014  pd93@bctf.ca Monica Monus    604-214-9881  pd93@bctf.ca Sooke Teachers' Association (62) Brian Hotovy  250-474-1291  250-478-0738  pd62@bctf.ca Kristine Kosolofski  250-478-3232  250-391-9624  pd62@bctf.ca South Okanagan Similkameen Teachers' Union (53) Nicola MacNaughton  250-498-3468  250-498-0339  pd53@bctf.ca Stikine Teachers' Association (87) Alithia Gillies    250-771-4343  pd87@bctf.ca Andre Lagace    250-771-4343  pd87@bctf.ca Sunshine Coast Teachers' Association (46) Patrick McCallum  604-885-3216  604-885-7991  pd46@bctf.ca Surrey Teachers' Association (36) Anne McNamee      pd36@bctf.ca Stephen Anderson      pd36@bctf.ca Terrace District Teachers' Union (881) Karen Andrews  250-635-3115  888-456-3464  pd881@bctf.ca Upper Skeena Teachers (882) Jan Thorburn  250-842-5214  888-503-6959  pd882@bctf.ca Shirley Hobenshield  250-849-5484  888-594-2271  pd882@bctf.ca Vancouver Elementary School Teachers' Association (391) Allison Jambor      pd391@bctf.ca Patricia Gudlaugson      pd391@bctf.ca Vancouver Island North Teachers' Association (85) Sarah Soltau-Heller  250-949-6418  250-949-6485  pd85@bctf.ca Vancouver Island West Teachers' Union (84) Adam Barber    250-761-4234  pd84@bctf.ca Glyn Howell    250-934-6578  pd84@bctf.ca Vancouver Secondary Teachers' Association (392) Mary Filleul    604-713-5076  pd392@bctf.ca Vernon Teachers' Association (22) Robyn Ladner    250-545-7680  pd22@bctf.ca West Vancouver Teachers' Association (45) Rosemary Murray  604-981-1200  604-981-1201  pd45@bctf.ca Shannon Gray  604-981-1130  604-981-1131  pd45@bctf.ca Windermere Teachers' Association (4) Robyn Oliver  250-342-9213  250-342-4499  pd04@bctf.ca About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy Close Window Print Page   BCTF Professional Development Chairpersons Sorted by local name. Click here for sort by local number. Local Chair School Phone School Fax E-mail Abbotsford District Teachers' Association (34) Brenda Head    604-850-7692  pd34@bctf.ca Alberni District Teachers' Union (701) Stephanie Hopkins  250-723-7522  250-723-7557  pd701@bctf.ca Arrow Lakes Teachers' Association (10) Paula Rogers  250-358-7222  250-358-2533  pd10@bctf.ca Boundary District Teachers' Association (51) Catherine Pankoff  250-442-8275  250-442-5388  pd51@bctf.ca Linda Rawlings-Dolezsar  250-442-5313  250-442-5317  pd51@bctf.ca Bulkley Valley Teachers' Union (54) Kristina Willing  250-847-2231  250-847-2165  pd54@bctf.ca Mary Neto  250-847-2231  250-847-2165  pd54@bctf.ca Burnaby Teachers' Association (41) Alexandra Peters  604-664-7056  604-664-8734  pd41@bctf.ca Barbara Henderson  604-664-8727  604-664-8818  pd41@bctf.ca Patricia Dolton      pd41@bctf.ca Burns Lake District Teachers' Union (55) Lisa Mason  250-698-7301  250-698-7349  pd55@bctf.ca Campbell River District Teachers' Association (72) Adria Anne Gleeson  250-286-0511  250-286-0938  pd72@bctf.ca Cariboo-Chilcotin Teachers' Association (27) Shirley Giroux  250-398-5800  250-398-5206  pd27@bctf.ca Central Coast Teachers' Association (49) Coleen Fraser  250-799-5556  250-799-5757  pd49@bctf.ca Stephen Dishkin  250-982-2355  250-982-2720  pd49@bctf.ca Central Okanagan Teachers' Association (23) Joe Jamison  250-868-1135  250-870-5020  pd23@bctf.ca Chetwynd Teachers' Association (592) Gysbert Ruiter  250-788-2267  250-788-9729  pd592@bctf.ca Chilliwack Teachers' Association (33) Angela Woods  604-823-4408  604-823-2243  pd33@bctf.ca Comox District Teachers' Association (71) Lisa Pedersen-Skene    250-897-0487  pd71@bctf.ca Coquitlam Teachers' Association (43) Michael Galliford  604-464-8581  604-937-8045  pd43@bctf.ca Cowichan District Teachers' Association (65) Naomi Nilsson  250-748-2251  250-746-7849  pd65@bctf.ca Sabina Reska  250-743-6916  250-743-6915  pd65@bctf.ca Cranbrook District Teachers' Association (2) Carol Johns  250-489-4391  250-489-0600  pd02@bctf.ca Colette Grasdal  250-426-5241  250-426-6673  pd02@bctf.ca Creston Valley Teachers' Association (861) Melissa Feragotti  250-428-2051  250-428-2019  pd861@bctf.ca Delta Teachers' Association (37) Fiona Higgs    604-599-1786  pd37@bctf.ca Fernie District Teachers' Association (1) Linda Christenson  250-425-6666  250-425-6661  pd01@bctf.ca Sarah Larsen      pd01@bctf.ca Fort Nelson District Teachers' Association (81) Shirley Kenney  250-774-6941  250-774-6988  pd81@bctf.ca Fraser-Cascade Teachers' Association (78) Kathleen Koopman      pd78@bctf.ca Gold Trail Teachers' Association (74) Elizabeth Griggs  250-256-4274  250-256-4275  pd74@bctf.ca Golden Teachers' Association (18) Margaret Calladine  250-344-6317    pd18@bctf.ca Greater Victoria Teachers' Association (61) Lucinda Graf  250-727-0188  250-727-2079  pd61@bctf.ca Gulf Islands Teachers' Association (64) James Lightfoot  250-653-9223  250-653-2090  pd64@bctf.ca Haida Gwaii Teachers' Association (50) Autum Gates    250-626-3214  pd50@bctf.ca Monika Hausmann    250-626-3214  pd50@bctf.ca Kamloops Thompson Teachers' Association (73) David Comrie    250-377-2257  pd73@bctf.ca Kimberley Teachers' Association (3) Bethany Turcon      pd03@bctf.ca Craig Hillman  250-427-4827  250-427-7106  pd03@bctf.ca Kitimat District Teachers' Association (80) Katherine Johnsen  250-632-6174  888-539-4732  pd80@bctf.ca Michele Sutherland  250-632-2912  888-574-1126  pd80@bctf.ca Kootenay Columbia Teachers' Union (20) John Horcoff      pd20@bctf.ca Kootenay Lake Teachers' Association (862) Dennis Larcombe  250-229-4224  250-353-7434  pd862@bctf.ca Lake Cowichan Teachers' Association (66) Christine Rolls  250-748-0011  250-749-4030  pd66@bctf.ca Langley Teachers' Association (35) Sandy Ho  604-888-3033  604-888-2873  pd35@bctf.ca Mackenzie Teachers' Association (572) Amber Raycraft  250-963-7060  250-963-7381  pd572@bctf.ca Christa Barnes  250-997-6340  250-997-5075  pd572@bctf.ca Karen Chadha  250-997-6340  250-997-5075  pd572@bctf.ca Maple Ridge Teachers' Association (42) Suzanne Hall  604-463-6414  604-466-6265  pd42@bctf.ca McBride-Valemount Teachers' Association (573) Brian Hanson    250-566-4551  pd573@bctf.ca Jennifer L'Arrivee  250-569-2295  250-569-2620  pd573@bctf.ca Julia Howard  250-569-2295  250-569-2620  pd573@bctf.ca Mission Teachers' Union (75) Anna Heavenor  604-820-4587  604-820-9505  pd75@bctf.ca Mount Arrowsmith Teachers' Association (69) Denise Spencer-Dahl  250-248-3296  250-954-1734  pd69@bctf.ca Lesley Rowan  250-752-5651  250-752-8604  pd69@bctf.ca Nanaimo District Teachers' Association (68) Colleen Skipper  250-758-6892  250-758-2373  pd68@bctf.ca Michael Silverton    250-751-8840  pd68@bctf.ca Nechako Teachers' Union (56) Cindy Miller  250-996-7126  250-996-7708  pd56@bctf.ca Shawn Lank  250-699-6233  250-699-7753  pd56@bctf.ca Nelson District Teachers' Association (7) Monica Doyle  250-352-3186  250-352-3183  pd07@bctf.ca Tamara Martin  250-352-5538  250-352-3119  pd07@bctf.ca New Westminster Teachers' Union (40) Romeo Lavrencic  604-517-6316  604-517-6204  pd40@bctf.ca Sandra Lee  604-517-6090  604-517-6091  pd40@bctf.ca Nisga'a Teachers' Union (92) Charity Peal  250-633-2225  250-633-2669  pd92@bctf.ca Samantha Lambright  250-326-4206  250-633-2916  pd92@bctf.ca Sara Beardsell  250-633-2225  250-633-2669  pd92@bctf.ca North Okanagan-Shuswap Teachers' Association (83) Kyla Hadden  250-836-2831  250-836-2664  pd83@bctf.ca North Vancouver Teachers' Association (44) Maria Aiello  604-903-3750  604-903-3751  pd44@bctf.ca Okanagan Skaha Teachers' Union (67) Angela Seppola  250-770-7683  250-492-5981  pd67@bctf.ca Peace River North Teachers' Association (60) Jessica Dmytruk  250-793-9125  250-630-2323  pd60@bctf.ca Peace River South Teachers' Association (591) Angela Connelly    250-782-9604  pd591@bctf.ca Powell River District Teachers' Association (47) Wendy Adams  604-485-5660    pd47@bctf.ca Prince George District Teachers' Association (571) Glen Thielmann  250-562-9525  250-564-4875  pd571@bctf.ca Prince Rupert District Teachers' Union (52) Colleen Pudsey    250-627-1348  pd52@bctf.ca Marla Gamble    250-627-1348  pd52@bctf.ca Raegan Sawka  250-627-1536  250-627-1443  pd52@bctf.ca Princeton District Teachers' Union (17) Gordon Bibby  250-295-3218  250-295-7914  pd17@bctf.ca Mary Bell  250-295-3218  250-295-7914  pd17@bctf.ca Quesnel District Teachers' Association (28) Carlie Borrett  250-991-5566  250-991-5565  pd28@bctf.ca Revelstoke Teachers' Association (19) Stacey Grimm  250-837-2173  250-837-7164  pd19@bctf.ca Richmond Teachers' Association (38) Christian Matheson  604-668-6665  604-668-6569  pd38@bctf.ca Saanich Teachers' Association (63) Holly Mair  250-704-4972  250-479-9870  pd63@bctf.ca Sarah Windle  250-652-9261  250-652-2094  pd63@bctf.ca Sea to Sky Teachers' Association (48) April Lowe  604-898-3688  604-898-4706  pd48@bctf.ca SEPF (93) Alain Paquin  604-437-4849  604-437-9630  pd93@bctf.ca Linda Theriault  250-220-6010  250-220-6014  pd93@bctf.ca Monica Monus    604-214-9881  pd93@bctf.ca Sooke Teachers' Association (62) Brian Hotovy  250-474-1291  250-478-0738  pd62@bctf.ca Kristine Kosolofski  250-478-3232  250-391-9624  pd62@bctf.ca South Okanagan Similkameen Teachers' Union (53) Nicola MacNaughton  250-498-3468  250-498-0339  pd53@bctf.ca Stikine Teachers' Association (87) Alithia Gillies    250-771-4343  pd87@bctf.ca Andre Lagace    250-771-4343  pd87@bctf.ca Sunshine Coast Teachers' Association (46) Patrick McCallum  604-885-3216  604-885-7991  pd46@bctf.ca Surrey Teachers' Association (36) Anne McNamee      pd36@bctf.ca Stephen Anderson      pd36@bctf.ca Terrace District Teachers' Union (881) Karen Andrews  250-635-3115  888-456-3464  pd881@bctf.ca Upper Skeena Teachers (882) Jan Thorburn  250-842-5214  888-503-6959  pd882@bctf.ca Shirley Hobenshield  250-849-5484  888-594-2271  pd882@bctf.ca Vancouver Elementary School Teachers' Association (391) Allison Jambor      pd391@bctf.ca Patricia Gudlaugson      pd391@bctf.ca Vancouver Island North Teachers' Association (85) Sarah Soltau-Heller  250-949-6418  250-949-6485  pd85@bctf.ca Vancouver Island West Teachers' Union (84) Adam Barber    250-761-4234  pd84@bctf.ca Glyn Howell    250-934-6578  pd84@bctf.ca Vancouver Secondary Teachers' Association (392) Mary Filleul    604-713-5076  pd392@bctf.ca Vernon Teachers' Association (22) Robyn Ladner    250-545-7680  pd22@bctf.ca West Vancouver Teachers' Association (45) Rosemary Murray  604-981-1200  604-981-1201  pd45@bctf.ca Shannon Gray  604-981-1130  604-981-1131  pd45@bctf.ca Windermere Teachers' Association (4) Robyn Oliver  250-342-9213  250-342-4499  pd04@bctf.ca)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20140925,ipv4.google.com,https://ipv4.google.com/sorry/IndexRedirect?continue=https://www.blogger.com/navbar.g%3FtargetBlogID075687045866423208324646blogName75Staffroom%2BConfidential46publishMode75PUBLISH_MODE_HOSTED46navbarType75LIGHT46layoutType75LAYOUTS46searchRoot75http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/search46blogLocale75en46v075246homepageUrl75http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/46targetPostID075493716247541234644346blogPostOrPageUrl75http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2013/05/the-bc-election-and-public-education.html46vt75-7644054861161020306,https://www.blogger.com/navbar.g?targetBlogID075687045866423208324646blogName75Staffroom+Confidential46publishMode75PUBLISH_MODE_HOSTED46navbarType75LIGHT46layoutType75LAYOUTS46searchRoot75http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/search46blogLocale75en46v075246homepageUrl75http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/46targetPostID075493716247541234644346blogPostOrPageUrl75http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2013/05/the-bc-election-and-public-education.html46vt75-7644054861161020306 To continue, please type the characters below: About this page Our systems have detected unusual traffic from your computer network. This page checks to see if it's really you sending the requests, and not a robot. Why did this happen? This page appears when Google automatically detects requests coming from your computer network which appear to be in violation of the Terms of Service. The block will expire shortly after those requests stop. In the meantime, solving the above CAPTCHA will let you continue to use our services. This traffic may have been sent by malicious software, a browser plug-in, or a script that sends automated requests. If you share your network connection, ask your administrator for help — a different computer using the same IP address may be responsible. Learn more Sometimes you may be asked to solve the CAPTCHA if you are using advanced terms that robots are known to use, or sending requests very quickly. IP address: 207.241.226.75 Time: 2014-09-25T17:44:47Z URL: https://www.blogger.com/navbar.g?targetBlogID075687045866423208324646blogName75Staffroom+Confidential46publishMode75PUBLISH_MODE_HOSTED46navbarType75LIGHT46layoutType75LAYOUTS46searchRoot75http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/search46blogLocale75en46v075246homepageUrl75http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/46targetPostID075493716247541234644346blogPostOrPageUrl75http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2013/05/the-bc-election-and-public-education.html46vt75-7644054861161020306)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=15164&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2008 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 20, Number 5, March 2008 Classified advertising TRAVEL VACATION QUEEN CHARLOTTE ISLANDS/ HAIDA GWAII Fabulous "mothership" kayaking, wilderness adventure, unforgettable experiences. 1-888-559-8317, www.TourHaidaGwaii.com WHISTLER GETAWAY Pinecrest Estates, 4-5 bd., 1.5 bath, 1400 sq.ft. cabin, sauna, deck with BBQ, fully-equip. kitchen, DW, WD, wood stove (wood provided). Seasonal rates. glush@shaw.ca or 604-936-3346. WHISTLER Condo. Sleeps 4, views, close to village, 604-943-9423, preddyplace@telus.net. GRANADA, NICARAGUA Discover this beautiful Spanish colonial city and little known country. B&B run by retired BC teacher. For info contact carolannrea@hotmail.com WHISTLER CREEKSIDE 3 bdrm. townhouse for rent, sleeps 6-8 comfortably, 2 bath. 604-535-9315. BLACKCOMB Luxury 2 bd/loft, 3 bath, sleeps 8, ski-in, ski-out, 604-940-0156. WHISTLER 1 bd. condo (Whistler Creekside) sleeps 4, F/P, hot tub, swimming pool, sauna, fully equipped kitchen, u/ground parking, walk across the street to lifts and stores. Book early to avoid disappointment. Call Jan or John at 604-530-0958. SUN PEAKS RESORT Stone’s Throw Unit 49, Luxurious brand new condo 2bd/2bath sleeps 5, ski-in-ski-out, Mountain Views, Private hot tub, F/P, BBQ, 6 appliances, Plasma TVs. Free Wireless Internet. All amenities. NS/NP. To reserve call 1-866-425-5872 or go to www.stones throw49.directvacations.com Reservation code: Teacher FRANCE. Ultimate vacations, privately owned, beautiful furn. 1 bd. central Paris. Provence lovely furn. house close to Avignon. Wkly/ mthly. 604-738-1876, 604-298-3904, irene.roland@gmail.com, www.ultimateparis.com KIHEI, MAUI Large selection of fully equipped condos. Great beaches. Near shopping centre. Call Alf, 604-291-1751, kihei@telus.net. KIHEI, MAUI Privately owned, beautiful fully furn. 2 bd., 2 bath condo across from Kamaole beaches. Great complex, Great location. 250-598-6955, F: 250-598-6965. WHISTLER BLACKCOMB Ski-in/out, quiet luxury condo, sleeps 5, pool, hot tubs, 3 night min. www.at-blackcomb.com, Sheila 604-929-6589. GULF ISLANDS Deluxe waterfront cottage, 1 bd./sleeps 4, winter and summer rates, call Alma 250-629-3008, www.ainsliepointcottage.com OKANAGAN Osoyoos lakeview cherry orchard private house rental. Weekly in summer, long term out of season. www.lake viewcherryorchard.com or call Carol 604-209-7220. CABO 2 bdrm., 2 bath, newly renovated condo on spectacular bay. 3 min. walk to beach. $950/ wk. e-mail duggans@shaw.ca SATURNA Gulf Island Getaway, www.lyallharbour.com, 1-877-473-9343. FRANCE FRANCE 2008 holiday rental. Well renovated stone houses in ancient vineyard village, SW France, great walking, cycling, food, wine. C$741/C$880 week per family unit. E-mail mjcapper@hotmail.com, visit www.ourhouseinfrance.com.au Fact finding and job search, SPRING BREAK IN CHINA March 15-29, (Van-Beijing) Visit a variety of schools, drop off resumes, see Forbidden City, Great Wall, Warriors; organized by a BC teacher, $99/day (dbl) + air & taxes, (14 days x $99 = $1386) ksly@travelonly.com FRANCE Tranquil farmhouse for rent in the French countryside. www.frenchfarmhouse.ca SW FRANCE House to rent in charming bastide village, 2 hrs from Bordeaux. website: www.4rueduloup.com GABRIOLA ISLAND BC 2 bdrm. cottage, private, fully equipped, starting $900/mo. or $450/wk. 250-247-9883. boysen@shaw.ca, www.gabriolacottage.netfirms.com GOLF-WINE TOUR in Osoyoos w/front, 2 bdrm. condo, N/S, N/P, Call Geroge for weekly rates, May–Sept. 604-520-1001. QUALICUM BEACH Vancouver Is., character home, 2 bdrm, 2 bath, ocean view, across from golf course. 6 blks to town, 1.5 blks to magnificent sandy beaches, Barbeque, porch. N/S, N/P. Perfect location to explore Vancouver Island and gulf Islands. $900/wk. June-Sept. Call John 250-382-0411 or cell 250-951-8967. WHISTLER condo, 2 bd. sleeps 6, quiet family area, 10 min. to village. All amen., F/P, jetted tub, etc. Rates from $100 to $225/night depending on duration and season. Ron 604-988-8231, rhsargent@shaw.ca RENT/EXCHANGE VANCOUVER Clean, bright, quiet, centrally located condos at Robson & Bute. 1 bdrm. $95. Daily/weekly/ monthly rates. 604-608-4268, dbemc@hotmail.com VANCOUVER "Yaletown" luxury studio, privately owned condo. Available weekends, weekly or monthly. Secure underground parking. 604-626-8523. VANCOUVER Kits, fully furnished, 1 bdrm condo for rent near beach between May and July. Contact daphnoucho@hotmail.com or call 604-737-7181. NORTH VANCOUVER home, 4 bdrm, large yard, mid-July to mid-August, $2000/mo. or $750/wk. contact Roxie Giles, rgiles@sd45.bc.ca BURNABY secluded 3 bdrm, architect-designed home with large garden in North Burnaby. 15 min. to SFU and 15 min. to downtown. Avail. May & June. 604-298-8481. VANCOUVER 3 bdrm, 2 bath townhouse. Close to skytrain, commercial Drive area, #1 Hwy. Available July/August. Email Karen at kfoster@sd45.bc.ca. N.DELTA/SUNSHINE WOODS Teacher retiring in June, would like to house share with another teacher. Very reasonable rate. Will be travelling for 4-6 months of the school year. scullin@dccnet.com RESOURCES RETIRING? Undecided about the Joint Life option? Order "Choosing the Right Options" a straightforward guide/workbook for selecting the best option for your situation. workbook $15, CD $15, both $25. Mail: Ken Smith, 5120 Ewart St., Burnaby, BC V5J 2W2 or BCTF Lesson Aids. BURNS BOG Book a field trip that empowers your students and satisfies your science curriculum. Contact Bree at Burns Bog Conservation Society. 604-572-0373 or 1-888-850-6264. THE SUBSTITUTE You want to TEACH? www.thesubstitute.ca CANADA IS FOR KIDS Buy these acclaimed Michael Mitchell CDs, music books and other products or bring this popular elementary school concert to your school. Full details are at www.michael-mitchell.ca SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY Developed in Nanaimo by teachers, for teachers, our lesson plans directly support BC Ministry of Education curricula. Visit www.ourhidden heroes.org. Contact info@hiddenheroes.org, 250-741-7499 or 1-877-836-2781. MISCELLANEOUS MASTER OF EDUCATION (Special Education) by coursework offered by Flinders University in S. Australia is recognized by the B.C. TQS. Degree available entirely in distance mode. Apply now for commencement of study in semester one (late February) or semester two (late July). More information at: ehlt.flinders.edu.au/northamerica or from the program co-ordinator, Bernice.Burnip@flinders. edu.au RETIRED? RETIRING? Use your teaching skills to create another income stream to supplement your pension and secure your future. For information: 604-946-8955, bgmcclure@gmail.com IN-HOME TUTORING agency needs certified teachers for Grade 1–12 (all subjects) for Lower Mainland, Campbell River, Comox Valley. www.schooliseasy.com Forward resume to susan@schooliseasy. com, or fax 604-439-1795, or phone 604-439-1790, toll free 1-877-787-5854. SCHOOL TATTOOS 1000 tattoos with your school’s logo $149. Great for school spirit, teams or fundraising. Visit www.school tattoos.ca or e-mail info@schooltattoos.ca or tel/fax 613-567-2636. USE YOUR MOUSE to find your house! Thinking of buying or selling in Greater Victoria, Sooke, or Sidney? Click on one of Victoria’s top real estate web sites for free reports and MLS listings with full addresses at www.carollivingstone. com. Carol Livingstone, B.Ed, Re/Max Camosun, carol@carolliving stone.com, toll free 1-800-663-2121 or 250-744-3301. PACIFIC GARDENS Cohousing Community is a new, environmentally friendly condo project in Nanaimo on a spectacular 4.37 acre property close to downtown. Enjoy a strong sense of community, social interaction and over 7000 sq.ft. of common facilities. Find out more at www.pacific gardens.ca, 250-754-3060 or e-mail joinus@pacificgardens.ca GLASSWORK for teachers… a good thing for ProD days… seafireglassworks.com VOLUNTEER ABROAD Frugal International volunteering. NGOabroad.com TURN RECORDS & TAPES INTO CDS. If interested, phone Keith at 604-851-2860 or 604-556-4667 or e-mail keith53@shaw.ca or visit website at www.capespearconnections.com REDUCE STRESS Would you like to reduce stress in your life? www.acourseonmeditation.com HAWAII. Own a piece of paradise. A unique opportunity! RV with property on the Big Island of Hawaii. Winnebago in excellent condition with new floors, foam/upholstery, tires, RV battery. Heavy duty front and rear racks (Cino scooter included), air conditioning etc. Lot 60x130 cleared, planted trees, septic system, specially designed RV carport, vinyl shed, plus much more. $125,000. Phone 250-630-2125, email dritchie@prn.bc.ca REUNIONS SPECTRUM Calling all grads and teachers of Spectrum 1978, 30-year rerunion, June 28–29, Contact: spectrumgrad78@gmail.com 100th ANNIVERSARY Are you a former teacher or student of Queen Alexandra Elementary, Vancouver? We are celebrating the school’s 100th anniversary on Friday, May 30 from 4–8 p.m. We’d love to see you there. Please register by e-mail at QA100@vsb.bc.ca)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7828,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 2, October 2004 Teachers' tips: Engaging teenagers in learning by Anita Chapman The current issue of Educational Leadership has an interesting article by Sam M. Intrator, a researcher who spent 130 days shadowing students in a California high school. He observed students who were not engaged in classroom learning. Some killed time in class by listening to music, daydreaming, or just zoning out, some used sophisticated techniques to appear engaged and attentive when they were not, and some were too busy worrying about personal concerns to concentrate. But he also saw students who were thoroughly engaged in their learning, something he calls the grail of teaching. Intrator found that the teachers who held the attention of teenagers used a variety of purposeful strategies. They were working hard to get and keep the attention and engagement of their students. They monitored the "attention-scape" of their classes and intervened if attention waned. Here are some tips based on Intrator’s research for what he calls "antiboredom pedagogy." Manipulate classroom pace. Plan for several changes of pace within a single class block. For example, after a fast-paced discussion, give students quiet time for extended journal writing. Break classroom routines to get your students’ attention. Take the students outside, show a powerful video clip, bring in a guest speaker. Or, as one B.C. teacher did, dress up as Mendeleev and adopt a thick Russian accent to teach the periodic table. Feed the need to create. Give students opportunities to create their own products and express their own opinions. Teenagers want to be listened to and taken seriously. Share your personal presence. Tell personal stories. Teach with energy and enthusiasm. Let your students in on the passion you have for your subject and for learning. A B.C. teacher relates that she paid attention in her high school biology class simply to find out why the teacher was so "pumped" about something she thought was boring. Know students as people. Students learn best from people they have a relationship with. Find something you like about each student. Get to know your students’ experiences, interests, and needs, and use them as a bridge to the course content. Connect content to adolescent questionings. Connect course content to the big ideas students are dealing with at this developmental stage of their lives: Who am I? Where do I fit? What talents and potential do I have? Where will I end up? Anita Chapman is an assistant director in the BCTF’s Professional and Social Issues Division. Source: Educational Leadership, ASCD, September 2004. www.ascd.org Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/IssuesInEducation.aspx?id=11536&printPage=true,Sports and Leisure Activities  	BCTF > Issues in Education  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Issues in Education > Inclusive Education > Teaching to Diversity Sports and Leisure Activities The following is a list of organizations which provide sports and leisure opportunities for children and youth with disabilities both in the Lower Mainland and around B.C. BC Disability Games Suite 322, 1367 West Broadway Vancouver, B.C. V6H 4A9 P: (604) 737-3039 F: (604) 737-3035 email: info@bcdisabilitygames.org Today, BC Disability Sports is a federation of nine active, fully functioning, provincial sport governing bodies who are responsible for providing competitive and recreational programs to meet the needs and demands of their members.  Their mandate is to provide and ensure opportunities for every individual in British Columbia who has a disability to reach his or her maximum potential in fitness and competitive excellence. Their current members include: The Canadian Amputee Sports Association - B. C. Division (CASA-BC) The British Columbia Blind Sports and Recreation Association (BCBSRA) SportAbility BC (formerly the Cerebral Palsy Sports Association) BC Deaf Sports Federation (BCDSA) Disabled Sailing Association (DSA) Disabled Skiers Association (DSABC) BC Sledge and Ice Picking (BCSHIP) BC Therapeutic Riding Association (BCTRA) BC Wheelchair Basketball Society (BCWBS) Special Olympics BC #210-3701 East Hastings St Burnaby, BC V5C 2H6 Toll Free 1-888-854-2276   Special Olympics is a worldwide organization providing sports training and competitive opportunities for people with a mental disability. The Special Olympics organization is recognized by Sport Canada as the main provider of these services to people whose primary diagnosis is a mental disability, although some participants also have physical challenges. British Columbia Special Olympics is a community based program. Its primary instrument of program delivery is through community training programs, which are operated by a team of volunteer coaches. These programs give athletes the opportunity to train twelve months of the year in order to compete and test their skills against athletes of a similar ability. Official Winter Sports: Alpine Skiing, Cross Country Skiing, Snowshoeing, Speed Skating, Figure Skating, Floor Hockey Official Summer Sports: Soccer. Softball. Track and Field. 5 Pin Bowling. 10 Pin Bowling. Swimming. Powerlifting. Rhythmic Gymnastics Demonstration Sport: Curling BC Wheelchair Sports Association #224-1367 West Broadway Vancouver, BC V6H 4A9 P: (604) 737-3090 F: (604) 737-6043 This is the place to contact if you're in a wheelchair and you want to know about opportunities for sports. You can be any age to make use of their services. SportAbility (also known as the Cerebral Palsy Sports Association of BC) A non-profit, volunteer driven association whose goal is to provide opportunities in sport for people with disabilities. The following is a list of some recreation activities available in the Lower Mainland for people with physical disabilities. BC Mobility Opportunities Society  Box 27 Plaza of Nations 770 Pacific Blvd. Vancouver, BC V6B 5E7 P: (604) 688-6464 F: (604) 688-6463 A lot of scenic parks in Vancouver you might want to get to if you could. This association designs multi-terrain wheelchairs. Call and ask about their program encouraging everyone with disabilities to participate. Burnaby Parks and Recreation - Access Services City of Burnaby, 101-4949 Canada Way, Burnaby, BC  V5G 4H7 P: 604-294-7168  F: 604-294-7201 Comox Valley Therapeutic Riding Society  Box 3666 Comox, BC  V9N 7P1 P: 250-338-1968  F: 250-338-4137; email: cvtrs@island.net Provides a therapeutic riding program for children and adults with disabilities. The service is educational, therapeutic and research-oriented  CORD - Climbing Over Restriction and Disability Society  1856 Singing Sands Rd.  Comox, BC  V9M 3X0P: 250-339-2304; email: info@cordclimbs.ca Making the outdoors, and wilderness and adventure travel and experiences, available and accessible to those with disabilities.  Delta Parks and Recreation - Special Needs Program 4500 Clarence Taylor Crescent  Delta, BC  V4K 3E2  P:  604-946-3288  F:  604-943-6324  Disabled Sailing Association of BC  Jericho Sailing Centre 1300 Discovery St. Vancouver, BC V6R 4L9 P: (604) 222-3003 F: (604) 222-3004 Although it's closed over the winter, the association is open when the season's right. Their boats have been adapted to meet special needs. Disabled Skiers' Association of BC  #324-1367 West Broadway Vancouver, BC V6H 4A9 P: (604) 737-3042 F: (604) 738-7175 This organization has centres throughout the province, so if you don't live in Vancouver, don't let that stop you. You can get lessons in alpine and cross-country skiing. Some of the centres might have limited equipment, but usually they provide what you need, at a small cost. Pacific Riding for the Disabled Association  1088 208th St  Langley BC  V2Z 1T4  P:  604-530-8716  F:  604-530-8617 People of all ages and a variety of disabilities can partake of riding lessons here. You'll also learn about proper grooming procedures. Physically Handicapped Winter Sports Association  3449 Wellington Cres. North Vancouver, BC V7R 3B3 P: (604) 985-5316 F: (604) 988-6198 The focus is on downhill skiing with adaptive equipment. You'll have access to eleven mountains in BC. Recreation Access Services West Vancouver Parks and Recreation Department c/o 780 22nd St. West Vancouver BC V7V 4B9 P: (604) 925-7279 F: (604) 988-6198 A Recreation Access Coordinator is available to help you with access to recreation programs. Ones offered here include fitness, aquatics, and chair exercises. Recreation for People with Special Needs  Richmond Parks and Leisure Services 6911 No. 3 Rd. Richmond, BC V6Y 2C1 P: (604) 276-4107 Loc. 3311/3310 TTY: 276-4311 F: (604) 276-4132 Every effort is made to encourage the whole community to participate in leisure activities. Some programs require fees. If you live in Vancouver, you might prefer to contact the following number. e-mail: spneeds@city.richmond.bc.ca Recreation for People with Special Needs  Vancouver Board of Parks and Recreation 2099 Beach Ave. Vancouver, BC V6G 1Z4 P: (604) 257-8499 TTY: 257-8498 F: (604) 257-8501 Richmond Therapeutic Equestrian Society 13671 No. 3 Rd  Richmond, BC   V7A 1X7 P: 604-277-3158  F:  604-277-4285  Provide a quality therapeutic riding program to benefit children with disabilities in the community.  Surrey Parks and Recreation Commission Outreach and Support Services 10275 135th St. Surrey, BC V3T 4C3 P: (604) 930-3852 F: (604) 502-6315 e- mail: migagnon@city.surrey.bc.ca Call them up to find out about a variety of community-based leisure opportunities. Swim Program Surrey Parks and Recreation Commission South Surrey Pool 14655 17th Ave. Surrey, BC V4A 5M2 P: (604) 502-6220 F: (604) 502-6221 Doesn't matter what your ability level is, you can find a swim program to suit your needs. Swim Programs for Persons with Disabilities Vancouver Parks and Recreation Dept. 2099 Beach Ave. Vancouver, BC V6G 1Z4 P: (604) 257-8500 F: (604) 257-8501 e-mail: bpalmer@city.vancouver.bc.ca If you want information on regular swim lessons, phone the staff here. Swimming Programs for Special Needs Minoru Aquatic Centre Minoru Park Plaza 7560 Minoru Gate Richmond, BC V6Y 1R9 P: (604) 278-3178 F: (604) 278-3564 e-mail: aquatics@city.richmond.bc.ca In addition to swim lessons adapted for all disabilities, the program has available a water wheelchair, a Nolan pool lift and ladders that are easy to manage. Theatre Terrific  4397 West 2nd Ave. Vancouver, BC V6R 1K4 P: (604)222-4020 F: (604) 222-4024 Mostly adults (with a physical or mental disability) join this troupe but they have had participants as young as 14. Courses in acting are available. There's an annual production presented at the Vancouver Fringe Festival and ongoing entertainment for community groups. Valley Therapeutic Equestrian Association  6918 232nd St. Langley, BC V3A 6H4 P: 604-888-1262 e-mail: vtearide@fvbiznet.com Persons of any age and with all forms of disability are welcome. Vancouver Adapted Music Society  Box 27 Plaza of Nations 770 Pacific Blvd. Vancouver, BC V6B 5E7 P: (604) 688-6464 F: (604) 688-6463 e-mail: vams@disabilityfoundation.org  Ever thought you might want to explore your musical ability? This society will assist you to compose and play instruments. They support the band "Spinal Chord", whose members all have physical disabilities. For services outside the Lower Mainland, see the Adaptive Sports and Rec Guide maintained by CANBC (Citizens for Accessible Neighbourhoods).  )
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=21020,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > April 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 6, April 2010  Relationships: Teacher colleges and teacher unions By Larry Kuehn British Columbia is not unique in having a college of teachers imposed on the profession by a right-wing government. Nor is it unique in experiencing tension between the two types of organizations, union and college. Both Chile and Peru have also been through challenges developed from the creation of colleges, as described in recent meetings with teacher leaders in both countries. The Colegio de Profesores de Chile The case of Chile shows one way of creating something positive from a negative, as described by members of the executive of the Colegio de Profesores de Chile (CPC), at a recent meeting in Chile. Almost immediately after the military coup in Chile in 1973, the teachers’ union was outlawed. Soon after, the Pinochet dictatorship created the Colegio de Profesores de Chile. The members of the governing council were all government appointees, selected by the Interior Ministry (security) rather than the Education Ministry. Activist teachers organized, on an underground basis, as a part of the resistance to the dictatorship. As its days were drawing to a close, the dictatorship finally let teachers elect the directors of the colegio in 1986. The teachers who had been organizing were successful in using the election to take control of the colegio. Although it does not have collective bargaining rights, the colegio operates as a union. Its executive is elected by teachers and it negotiates with government. Agreements reached are legislated, rather than being signed by the two parties. The colegio goes on strike to improve conditions of teachers. This last year they were on strike for 40 days—although with unsatisfactory results, according to at least some members of the colegio. The transforming of the organization from one aimed at imposing government policies into one that represents teachers, is an example of what can be accomplished by collective action. The Colegio in Peru Reforming the imposed colegio to meet the needs of teachers was the strategy chosen by teacher leaders in the context of Chile. Quite a different approach was taken by the teachers in Peru, as described by Soledad Lozano, the Dean of Peru’s college of teachers at a recent visit in Lima. Going to Lozano’s office for our meeting involved walking past the office of the International Secretary of SUTEP, the teachers’ union in Peru. The colegio and the union share a building. As in Chile, the colegio, was imposed by a right-wing government intent on creating a parallel organization to wipe out, or at least weaken, the teachers’ union, SUTEP. SUTEP has been one of Peru’s strongest and most militant civil society organizations. Three slates were put up for the first election in 2005 among the 360,000 people who registered to be members. Besides SUTEP’s slate, the election was contested by a government slate and an “education leaders” slate. Soledad Lozano won, heading up the SUTEP slate. She was by far the best-known of the candidates, having been secretary-general of SUTEP (equivalent to president in our unions). The central plank of the SUTEP slate was that the colegio must be integrally tied to the union, not a parallel and competing structure. The government challenged the election, despite the fact that they were the ones who ran it. Although new elections were supposed to be held in three years, the government has put off the elections for five years by a series of challenges in the courts. A compromise plan is to hold new elections in April 2010—unless the government stops them. The opposition to the SUTEP role in the colegio was led by someone who had been, along with Lozano, a founder of SUTEP, but had supported the government position on the colegio. The colegio has been operating, despite the legal wrangling. In particular, it has reached agreement with some of the municipal teacher-training institutions. This is particularly important since much of teacher training in Peru has been privatized. The private institutions are looking for profits, which come from the tuition of thousands of students who are given very inadequate training. The private institutions only focus on subject matter, without any attention to pedagogical practice, Lozano said. A test, developed by a private company, is given to qualify as a teacher, and few pass it. It is very biased, with some questions based on knowing religious teachings, and others that have multiple right answers. The test is particularly irrelevant to the large indigenous cultures, such as those in the Peruvian Amazon, blocking potential indigenous teachers from being able to work in the schools. Since 2001, about 200,000 students have been through teacher training, but are not employed. This, despite class sizes that average about 45 or 50. Lozano said that the biggest issue for the future is who will win over the young teachers. One element of doing this, she said, was that the union be included in workshops offered by the colegio. What is the attraction of a college of teachers? Lozano said that the World Bank has identified creating colleges of teachers as one way to undermine teacher unions by setting up competing organizations. They identify teacher unions as the main impediment to the neo-liberal reforms they are trying to impose. Weakening the union by setting up a competing structure is clearly a motivator of right-wing governments. In addition, even beyond the issues of power and influence, there is a difference in the conception of the nature of the professional relationship. The college is an individualist and elitist concept of professionalism. The teacher is regulated in this individual relationship, and should feel good about it because it places them with the other professions seen as elites, such as doctors and lawyers. In contrast, the union concept of professionalism is a collective one and one based on egalitarianism. Collective professional interests are about the conditions of teaching, sharing in the development of sound pedagogical practices, seeking the social conditions that support all children, and working together to achieve those objectives. Our colleagues in Chile and Peru have worked hard and with some success at ensuring that the colleges in their countries have not succeeded in destroying collective professionalism. One has done it by turning the college into a union, the other by making sure that the two are in tandem, and not in competition. Larry Kuehn is director of the BCTF’s Research and Technology Division and co-ordinator of the BCTF International Solidarity Program. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/06/is-no-zeros-just-gaming-stats.html?showComment0751339044683608,Staffroom Confidential: Is "no zeros" just gaming the stats? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Saturday, June 2, 2012 Is "no zeros" just gaming the stats? An Edmonton teacher was suspended indefinitely for refusing to follow a Principal's "no zero" policy. The policy requires that teachers do not assign zeros to incomplete work. Instead, teachers are meant to prod the students to do the work but in the end assign a grade only on the work actually completed. While the supposed rationale for this policy is to provide students opportunities to complete work and gain credit without punitive measures, most teachers will tell you it doesn't work. In many jurisdictions where secondary level students can't fail or can't be assigned a failing grade or lose marks for work that is late, teachers have noticed that bad habits get worse. Less work is done. More work is late. Now this is a complicated question. One of the issues that rarely gets discussed is that school is coercive, and so grading and marks serve a dual purpose - one is to reflect genuine assessment, the other is to provide external motivation to reluctant learners. I am sympathetic with some of the arguments on both sides, but I don't believe the Edmonton Board is genuine in the reasons given for the policy. Disengagement and low graduation rates are real problems. But the answer is not to "game the stats" by discounting work not done and not including these results in marks. I don't know all the details, but some comment writers on the newspaper blogs have pointed to the funding system in Alberta and suggested that the policy helps schools get additional funding. If this is true, then the policy is perhaps there for ulterior motives. But regardless, the way to address substantive learning issues is not through tinkering with grading policies. It reminds me of the endless debates about semestered versus linear timetables in secondary schools. It is like shifting the deck chairs on the Titanic. Students who are disengaged and unmotivated require intervention. This requires money. Chronic under funding has stretched our school systems to a point where there are no extra hours in anyone's day to really connect with students who need it or to intervene effectively when learning issues arise. How does a teacher reach out to failing students when they teach over 200 per year? How do we address emotional needs with one teacher counselor for every 500 students? How can teachers develop more engaging lessons when they work 60 hour weeks? How can we address special needs when Special Education teachers see them 15 minutes per week? How can students thrive when they live in poverty? Tinkering with grading rules is not the answer, and it can actually be dishonest. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 12:54 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 4 comments: Skinny DipperJune 2, 2012 at 3:05 PM I was probably one of the newspaper commenters who mentioned that the "no-zero" policy is used to keep students at school since schools in many parts of Canada receive funding per student. As an elementary supply teacher who has taught homeroom classes at different times, I can understand having a "no-zero" policy for primary and junior students. Then again, some of the assessment and evaluation is based on observing students. At the intermediate and senior levels, personal observations may be difficult when a teacher must work with 150 to 200 students per week. Teachers in the primary and junior grades work with students to develop their self-regulation and learning skills. At the intermediate and senior levels, the students should be applying their learning skills when working on assignments. They need to understand the importance of completing assignments (or not completing them). Unless a student has an IEP, he/she should be able to complete tasks on time. When I taught students in grades-seven and eight, I did record their non-existent work as zeroes. Some students didn't understand why they were getting 60% averages (mean or modal) when they were completing 80% work. I informed them that they had not handed in some work. If they hand in their work, I would assess and evaluate it. Most teachers are flexible with the marking of assignments. They may give a student who has been sick for a week or two an exemption from completing an assignment or two so long as the student is able to demonstrate knowledge of the curriculum in other ways. Teachers will bump up that 69% to 70% on a report card. For some students, I did adjust their marks upward if I felt that they showed improvement that could not be calculated based on statistical information alone. I do think that "zeroes" are necessary for older students who fail to hand-in assignments without a valid reason. They need to understand the rewards of completing an assignment and the consequences for not doing so.ReplyDelete LorneJune 2, 2012 at 5:58 PM A retired teacher, I offered my thoughts on the Edmonton situation on my politics blog. If you are interested, here is the link:http://politicsanditsdiscontents.blogspot.ca/2012/05/erosion-of-educational-integrity.htmlReplyDelete miner49erJune 6, 2012 at 9:51 PM Deadlines are important. In a well planned course, the concepts scaffold on each other from assignment to assignment. If a student hasn't completed an assignment on time, he may not have rehearsed the concept well enough to be ready to move on to the next concept. This slows the pace of learning. In the current system, where class sizes are growing, it becomes impossible for a teacher to teach according to the individual pacing of each student. When students know that deadlines are loose, even the most capable students will procrastinate. And before anyone says that education is not for the convenience of the teacher, let me remind you that every aspect of our society has office hours, including medical clinics, passport offices, banks, law courts, victim services, churches, funeral homes, hospitals, government legislatures, and grocery stores. To say that schools should be different is absurd. And teachers themselves are subject to deadlines that won't wait for students to get their work done.ReplyDelete PhysicsfuntimeJune 11, 2012 at 9:34 PM In this Saturday's paper, the Times Colonist had a lengthy piece on this topic. I wrote a condensed version of the following to the Editor on Sunday: This is my experience with "no zeros" and "no lates"--basically adopting a model of assessment that does not incorporate one’s work habits. A.k.a: Assessment for Learning For my below average students, this model worked extremely well. It kept them in my courses (Math and Physics) for longer; I had way fewer drop outs. They may not have been learning the prescribed learning outcomes, but they were learning something and by attending for the duration, I do believe that they were better served in the long run. In the two years that I adopted this model, however, I saw an overall drop in class averages and a higher increase in stress and anxiety, especially with my high achieving students. Why? Students (as do adults) naturally procrastinate. In the absence of deadlines, work was put off and retests accumulated. At report card time, it was not uncommon to have students catching up on weeks of work in a very short period of time. Some students would have a retest planned for each day of the week, in the final week of class. I polled my students and it was virtually unanimous from them that THEY WANTED MORE STRUCTURE. Again, I teach mostly post-secondary bound students. These are the movers and the shakers of the school both academically and through leadership. When I brought back deadlines, zeros and limitations on the number of permitted retests, I was thanked!! My averages went back up to before; students are distributing their time better. I believe that the problem with what is being discussed here is that it seems that people are assuming that all students need to be treated the same way. They don’t. Some need zeroes; others do not. Everyone is going to thrive under their own terms. Treating students fairly does not mean that we should be treating them equally. ...I originally wrote this on a teacher's blog who is a very active proponent of not giving zeros. His response was to comment that assignments that are boring and irrelevant need to be threatened with the mark of zero in order to motivate students. Needless to say, I am a wee bit offended! My lessons are a lot of things... Boring and irrelevant are not two of them.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ▼  June (9) Will the NDP be better for teachers? More reasons for a "no" vote Attn: BCTF - Why I will be voting no School choice and special needs Why did Scott Walker win? Personalized learning, choice, and democracy Solidarity with Quebec students Why seniority matters Is "no zeros" just gaming the stats? ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12408&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 19, Number 6, April 2007 The BCTF hits the road by Yvonne Eamor A school in Terrace has $6 left in its learning resources budget. In Cranbrook, two suicide intervention programs have already been implemented—for an elementary school. And a trustee in Prince George says the school board is afraid to dip into its surplus for fears it won’t have the money to pay for more unexpected downloaded costs. These were just some of the stories the BCTF heard on a province-wide tour that succeeded in placing the public spotlight on the shortcomings of Bill 33 and the lack of funding for public education. At each stop, the BCTF executive heard virtually the same message: the legislation isn’t working; resources are lacking; public education needs to be fully funded. President Jinny Sims told a Victoria news conference that, "we have thousands upon thousands of students sitting in overcrowded classrooms. We’re hearing the same thing everywhere we go: passing legislation without funding is worse than having no legislation at all." Victoria math teacher Tara Ehrcke helped author a report on the implementation of Bill 33 in her school district and she says it’s very clear. "There are significant violations of Bill 33 in middle and secondary schools. We don’t think this is the spirit of the legislation." Resource teacher Joanne Finnegan notes the erosion she has seen over time. "It’s a culmination of not enough assistance time, not enough psychologists, too many students over too many areas, the needs of kids are going up, and larger classes. It’s a frustrating experience and I can’t see an end to it. I can’t do my job to the best of my ability." Greater Victoria Teachers’ Association President Debra Swain says there have been some gains under Bill 33, "but not enough. We wanted to give the whole process a chance and we took a wait-and-see approach to see if there was a difference. But, we’ve been through the first round and it’s simply not enough." Sims says, "No amount of training or experience prepares you to teach a class of 26 with six identified and seven who would’ve been identified if the government hadn’t changed its special needs criteria, and then another five students in the grey area. I could take you around British Columbia and show you where such situations exist and where the classrooms are." Janice Neden is a Kamloops teacher and president of the local Learning Assistance Teachers’ Association. Over her 29-year teaching career, she’s seen the role of learning assistance teachers undergo dramatic change. "Initially, the focus was on direct instruction. Now it’s become more of a significant portion of time dealing with a growing government bureaucracy. We spend lots of time with IEPs, meetings, and a lot of notetaking. The support I can provide is not enough to meet the needs of teachers or students. A teacher’s teaching environment is the student’s learning environment. You can’t separate them." Neden says her job is like "a triage. You take the ones most at risk. The number of students I can work with in a given day is nowhere near the number who deserve my attention. I have to prioritize." What she sees down the road is worrisome. "We’re losing experience we can’t afford to lose. New teachers coming in need a lot of mentorship to fulfil the demands of this role. What I see is more accountability on the horizon, and more demands to fulfil the bureaucracy. What is missing is the focus on students." Speaking in Kamloops, BCTF First Vice-president Irene Lanzinger says the provincial government talks about putting students first, "and we agree with that. But to do that, we need the resources to do the job. We need reasonable class limits and reasonable class composition. When you have students with special needs, sometimes they take a lot of your time. There are other kids who need extra time and help, but they don’t have the label of special ed." Kamloops Thompson Teachers’ Association President Mark McVittie is dealing with another issue: Bill 33 is having a detrimental affect on students in north Kamloops. "This area represents only 20% of the district, but it has 45% of the elementary classes with more than three students with special needs. Students in north Kamloops are not less important than the students of south or west or Barrier or Clearwater or other areas, and they should have the same resources and same access to services." In Cranbrook, counsellor Chris Olson finds that society is presenting problems of its own and legislation isn’t helping the province’s teacher-counsellors. "Students are finding life so much tougher than we did when we were in school. They’re coming to us with more problems, and those problems are of a more severe nature than we were seeing even five years ago. An elementary counsellor has had to implement two suicide intervention programs for Grade 2 students. That would’ve been unheard of just a few years ago." When critical incidents occur, Olson says the school becomes "the hub of the community and that’s when support comes out for those students. While that’s a small part of the role we play, it’s becoming a progressively larger part of our job." But there are no extra resources to help out. BCTF Second Vice-president Susan Lambert says "when the workload is so great that teachers can’t attend to the individual needs of kids, it’s a crushing anxiety. In some classes, students are receiving three minutes of attention an hour. Is that the type of class you want for public education?" She says the "system is in a fiscal crisis and needs attention." During a visit to Williams Lake, Lambert heard more stories of how Bill 33 has failed students. "It’s a recipe for the serious erosion of quality public education," she says. "It’s an empty boast that the government is spending more money than ever on education. It has no meaning and it’s superficial window dressing." Cariboo-Chilcotin Teachers’ Association President Sheila Wyse says the tour gave her the opportunity to focus on local funding issues and other problems. "I’m hoping that our trustees will now pick up on it and see they need to speak out, as well. I think they were a little nervous about the BCTF tour so it was good that it has opened a door and we’ll continue to talk more." Wyse says the lack of funding "is like being asked to make a choice between being hit with a stick or a baseball bat. The trustees need to go back to the provincial government and say the way education is funded now isn’t working." Lanzinger met with a number of Prince George trustees to discuss BCTF concerns. She told them, "teachers are not seeing the improvements they were promised. They still have untenable workloads." The trustees were interested in teacher morale, and Lanzinger said, "until we resolve the working conditions issues, we’re going to have a problem around morale. Teachers are tired of fighting. Morale is high when teachers feel they do a good job, when they can go home at the end of the year and say, ‘I didn’t reach every kid and every day wasn’t perfect, but I did a good job with that group.’" Lanzinger feels the trustees learned something. "I think they went away with a greater understanding of where teachers are right now. They didn’t ask for the meeting to tell us what they thought, they asked for the meeting because they wanted to hear the perspective of teachers." She also heard from Prince George learning assistance teacher Bonnie Lamb who spends more time on paperwork and less time with students. "You know you can give so much more to students if you have time in front of those students, working with them in specific interventions. But there are just not enough hours in the day anymore." Lamb cautions, "If you don’t support students now, especially in the early intervention, you’ll be supporting them later when they’re on welfare. It’s short-sighted not to educate your population." Lanzinger concurs, "the government needs to improve legislation, and needs to guarantee support for specialist teachers." Another meeting with trustees took place in Terrace, where financial woes forced the board to choose between a four-day week or school closures (the four-day week was implemented). Parent Laurie Mutschke says it’s difficult for kids to switch gears after a three-day weekend. "And a kid who is unsettled could be sitting next to my kid and could be the one disrupting the class, taking time away from the classroom teacher. If a child happens to be away for illness, rather than missing two days, it could be four days." Grade 7 teacher Cathy Lambright told the local media that "the majority of my colleagues teach classes with more than four kids with special needs. There are just too many children with special needs who require services. It’s difficult to look around at the faces of students who need support to read, and know they’re not able to get that support." Lambright points out that if the government’s goal "really is to be more literate, then we need to give them more support. I’m from a school that has $6 left in its learning resources budget. We’ll have to fundraise and go back to the parents and ask them for more money. Every time we lose funding for whatever reason, it impacts on every one of those little faces in my room. I see those faces at Safeway, at Wal-Mart, and some are now having their own children and when they don’t have the opportunities to grow because we haven’t been able to help them, shame on us." Lanzinger says to "truly put students first, we have to have the resources to make sure every child gets what they need. We’re pushing for good public policy, so that truly, we can put students first. We’ll fight forever until we get it." The BCTF president who didn’t let fog stop her participation in a Nanaimo news conference (she had to contribute via cell phone), says the tour underscored the fact that public education is suffering. Sims says, "It’s absolutely atrocious today that we are not providing for students with special needs. We have a government that has a growing surplus, yet they’re not spending the funds needed to address our students’ learning conditions." Sims takes a personal look at the situation when she considers her grandchildren. "I have three beautiful grandkids going to school in 2007 and I see their learning opportunities are less than what my daughter had when she was in a similar class 24 years ago. That’s the dose of reality that comes home." Yvonne Eamor is the BCTF’s media relations officer.)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/BargainingAndContracts.aspx?id=34893&printPage=true,Speaking out! Your letters and blogs  	Bargaining and contracts  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Bargaining and Collective Agreements > Teacher Voices Surrey trustee says education underfunding has caused 'extreme hardship'  ***** Settle education dispute - children are our future   ***** Jim Iker participated in a panel about defending public education and our fight for a fair deal on a Los Angeles radio station on Tuesday, July 8. The show, called “The Beautiful Struggle” features teachers, union leaders, and students from Canada, Mexico, and the U.S. They discuss the ever-growing threat of privatization and corporatization to public education in all three countries. The discussion ends with a powerful rap poem by a student. Listen to the archived broadcast here.   ***** Why BC teachers strike, slideshow by a Cranbrook teacher ***** Dear Public School Students, School Board Trustees, Robin Austin, MLA, and Citizens of British Columbia,  I am on the picket line again today, trying to remain hopeful. More...  ***** Take a stand and speak up now  ***** I am a secondary teacher trained in Special Education who has been working in all high schools around Vancouver for two years. While there are many dedicated, very professional teachers and support staff for our students, those with various levels of disabilities (and especially students with more profound mental health challenges) experience increasing levels of extreme stress, anxiety, and some suicidal ideation for which there are not enough, or NO supports. This could be in violation of the Convention on the Rights of the Child (UN Treaty), and in any case, is not up to the standard we can and should provide for all youth. More...  ***** Education underfunding must stop now  ***** Teachers are fighting for B.C.'s children  ***** Dear Christy Clark and Peter Fassbender, I am at home watching the BC teachers rally at Canada Place, wishing that I could be there to participate myself. I am wondering if you are both watching? I thought I’d share why I am not able to physically participate in the rally. More...   ***** Dear Christy Clarke, My job is to teach. It is my calling. Education is something that has challenged me to the point of frustration at times, but overall I have enjoyed the challenge that comes from being both a student and a teacher throughout my life. In my educational experience, I have been taught to critique current ideologies that are causing harm to others, to open my mind to ignorance, and see things from the perspectives of others. More...   ***** To The Graduating Class of 2014, As a high school teacher, I want to congratulate you all for allowing me to continue to enjoy what I believe is to be the best job in the world. You are all remarkable and intelligent young men and women who will change the world we all live in. I want to congratulate you for overcoming 12 of the most hurtful years to public education in British Columbia, and succeeding in spite of the value the government places on you. More...   ***** Dear Christy Clark,   Last night was my final shift of the week on our picket line. I wanted to share my reflections of the my final day with you. It was an incredibily difficult day for me. One that I wish had ended so differently. More...   ***** Here's a picket line ditty I wrote on the line today (song lyrics) ***** CDTA friends site - where people can post pictures and positive comments from the picket lines. ***** Pinklea, Shiny Pink, “Strange days indeed, June 17 “This government has cut and cut and cut education funding over the past 15 years at least, to the point where we just can’t do it any more. This government has twice tried to create laws to deny teachers our constitutional rights to bargain and to strip important and legally negotiated items from our contracts – and it’s not over in the courts yet. More...   ***** lenajd2, “Strike,” June 16 “. . . The BC government has twice ignored the BC Supreme Court which has ordered them to return our class size limits, specialist teacher, and composition limits to the levels they were at and guaranteed by our collective agreement prior to 2002, when the government illegally stripped these limits. Did you know it is taxpayer money funding this court battle for the government? They can fight indefinitely because their court case has unlimited pockets, me, you, and all the rest of the taxpayers. We are funding them to break the law and drag this out. This court case has saved them over 6 billion dollars that should have been paid to schools to fund the class size limits etc....” More...   ***** Leah Kelley, Thirty Days of Autism…, “99 years… Updating Solidarity Forever #thisismystrikepay #BCTF,” June 14 More...   ***** Kat Ling, HuffPost British Columbia, “B.C. Teachers Strike 2014: This Is My Strike Pay,” June 15 “. . . I have so many special or funny moments that I can look back on when times are hard, like they are right now. To me, teaching is about building relationships. When students know you care, they will go out of their way to do their best for you. To my students, I will always remember you. You are all special to me. You are why I do this job. You are my strike pay.” More...   ***** Monica Nawrocki – understanding behaviour, “I don’t get it…”, June 14. More...   ***** Dear Christy  Clark, This is my  chosen career and I love it but I’m becoming more frustrated and confused by  what you are doing to my chosen career. I have questions I need you to answer. More...   ***** Does the union have the students' best interest in mind? They believe they do and much of the time I think actually do. That is, however, not their mandate nor their reason for existing. The BCTF was created for and is funded by its members. I pay union dues so that they can protect my interests, advocate for my working conditions and negotiate on my behalf, not to look after students. The two concepts of working conditions and learning conditions often conflate, even overlap, but they are not the same. More...   ***** Farewell for now "…It is with a very heavy heart, I am writing to you today. As a result of the unfortunate job situation currently occurring, due to the ongoing dispute between the government and the BCTF, the end of the year will not play out the way I had hoped for. Up until about a month ago, I intended to invite my wonderful students of Div. 4 to celebrate the end of the year with me at my home on the Saanich Peninsula. We were all looking forward to a BBQ at my house, many days of last week activities, outside fun and games, a year-end slideshow that I created for my kids, Beach Day, Fun Day, and much more learning!" More...   ***** Fassbender to the tune of Moon River, Johnny Mercer & Henry Mancini, adapted JE  ***** Shelley Beleznay, Working Together 68, “When am I volunteering and when am I teaching?” June 7   ***** Thank you BCTF for all that you do to keep us informed and spread the message and keep standing up for our public education system. You are truly awesome and I am humbled by all the different ways information is being shared. Thank you from the bottom of my heart. I feel connected to all teachers, parents and kids striving for the same goal. Hugs, Andrea ***** Dear Premier Clark, I’d like to show you some pictures of my classroom. But first, let me preface what I have to say with the fact that it is a disgrace that you allow your government to underfund BC’s public education system. Instead, you expect it to be funded on the backs of the educators, the school districts, and the families. More…   ***** An open letter to Ms. C. Clark Please let me introduce myself. My name is Evan Orloff and I am one of your West Kelowna constituents. I have been teaching in Kelowna for the past 34 years and am now about to retire at the end of this month. More…   ***** My name is Chris. I teach at Tamanawis Secondary in Surrey. I love my job, but I am angry. Let me tell you why. More…   ***** So, when I talk about the dismantling of public education in British Columbia, please understand that I am discussing it from a place of lived experience as I have given my heart, my time, my energy and my passion to teaching for the last 20 years. Teachers in British Columbia today are demoralized and feeling profoundly disrespected. More…   ***** A collection of letters & blogs If I was a young person contemplating a career in the teaching profession in this province, I would be confused about which version of the Ministry of Education I should prepare myself to work for: the Mr Hyde version that is engaged in an acrimonious battle with the teachers’ union or the Dr Jekyll one that is engaged in discussions with teachers about 21st century teaching? More…   ***** Dear Premier Clark and ALL British Columbia MLA's … I've written once to all of you just last week and now feel compelled to share an additional letter from another parent who I do not know but who absolutely establishes what MOST parents are feeling about the current situation, which all began in 2002.  And, P.S. Minister Fassbender, your tweet of earlier today about guaranteeing all exams being marked etc., was another example of your non-comprehension of the bigger picture, including the fact you and the entire government have been told TWICE by the Supreme Court of BC that your Bills are unconstitutional --- what kind of example is the government setting if it refuses to accept a ruling from the highest court in the land!?!?! And, I as a parent hope it is YOU who are listening, and so far, there is little evidence of your listening skills. I'm beginning to think you all somehow missed Kindergarten where we are taught to share, be polite to others, be fair to everyone, be supportive of those who need help and to clean up our own messes. Please take the time to digest what Kristina Barnett Lee has to say, and more importantly what her seven year old has to say, her child is talking about each one of you. Sincerely, Mary Ruth Harris ***** Every day throughout British Columbia teachers and support staff give of their time, energy, and talents to their students. They love their students, their work, and education. This is for all of you who stand and hold fast to that sacred trust of public education. More...   ***** Well, B.C. government, you are turning me into a union activist. I admit that in the past I have been guilty. Guilty of paying little attention to the union, except when things heated up, and then taking my focus away again. Guilty of letting others do the hard work of the union. Guilty, in other words, of being a fairly typical union member. More… ***** Bryan Jackson, Adventures in a Gifted Classroom, “An Open Letter to BC Education Minister Peter Fassbender,” May 31 “...What have your actions, and those of your government, sought to teach young people in British Columbia about democracy? About the rule of law? About our collective responsibility to one another? When you visited us, and in the press releases I have seen in the time since, your words have often seemed directly in line with the values at the heart of the public education system. But your actions have consistently negated whatever weight these words might have carried, and such incongruence demands either an explanation or a change of course...” http://bryanjack.ca/2014/05/31/an-open-letter-to-education-minister-peter-fassbender/  ***** I’m one of many teachers who love our jobs because of the kids. No matter how crazy the world gets, there is always a reward by the end of the day. A smile of accomplishment, the joy of having learned how to make a new friend, a resolution to a conflict, a personal best…all of these are worth far more than my paycheck. Clearly, if I am willing to give up thousands of dollars in locked out pay deductions and strike days there must be more than money involved here. More… ***** My Story: I am scared to say it, but yes, I am a teacher. More… ***** I have been a teacher at a lovely elementary school for 13 years. Yet, since the Liberals have come into power, I have seen class sizes maxed out, the library closed, and services for children with special needs cut. More… ***** It must be pretty obvious to anyone watching the sad deterioration of the neighborhood school that this government does not value public education, despite their feeble and disingenuous blatherings to the contrary. More… ***** I am motivated to speak out after hearing Todd Kettner's response to the Ministry of Education's deductions from the pay of BCTF members during the current lock out. He spoke eloquently about the time he actually puts in on the job. More… ***** We were docked a day's pay before we had our strike day. More… ***** “Even if nothing more ever comes of this for me as a teacher, the times getting to know other BC teachers on the lockouts and picketing have introduced me to people I am proud to be associated with - and the students I have known have all been very patient and real troopers. No wonder so many teachers want to work and volunteer their all for BC schools!” ***** Dear Mr. Fassbender,  I know you are a rookie Education Minister but... More... ***** Message to Rod Allnutt, District Administrator - Delta School District regarding the 10% pay reduction Delta teachers received last week. More... ***** So, when I talk about the dismantling of public education in British Columbia, please understand that I am discussing it from a place of lived experience as I have given my heart, my time, my energy and my passion to teaching for the last 20 years. More... ***** I'll give you one small example in hundreds of thousands of what a teacher's life really is and I'm not special.  I repeat I'm not special. More... ***** Let me talk about my Grade 1 classes. More... ***** Public education in BC has steadily deteriorated since 2002. There is no skirting around it–from our point of view, this deterioriation is directly caused by the decisions made by your government. More... ***** Dear Parent of the Average Child - One Teacher's Confession. More... ***** I have watched this already shaky system move from unstable to downright disastrous. More... ***** Dr. Ted Kettner, Kootenay Lake school psychologist works 70 hours unpaid OT, then gets cheque docked for “job action” – May 27, 2014. More... ***** After a wage freeze for several years, no contract for two years, who would be content to sign a 1% a year wage increase without any class size limits? More... ***** It's more than a job but a passion that leaves me emotionally, mentally and physically spent at the end of the day but with the satisfaction knowing that I truly gave whatever I could to the students that depend on me. More... ***** Just another student reality that teachers understand and education ministers do not. More... ***** The increase in salary in Alberta from what I would make next year in BC is $18,000. More... *****)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=31314,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2013 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 26, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 2013     2012–13 Canadian teacher salary rankings  By Richard Hoover   British Columbia teachers haven’t had a salary increase since July 1, 2010. Since that time, Statistics Canada reports that the cost of living has risen by over 5%. The BC government’s heavy handed “net zero” and “co-operative gains” bargaining imperatives have taken their toll on our salaries with respect to other employees in BC and other teachers across Canada. While BC teachers’ salaries used to be among the best in the country, they are now among the lowest. And this despite the high cost of living in this province, particularly for housing. So, how do BC teachers’ salaries now compare with salaries of other teachers across Canada? BCTF Research has the answer. The latest figures available are for last school year, 2012–13. The charts below show representative examples of minimum and maximum salaries for teachers in major cities across Canada who possess the equivalent of Category 5 and Category 6 qualifications, 5 years of university and 6 years of university respectively. The starting salaries of BC teachers have fallen to ninth place in comparison to the salaries of teachers in other provinces. Only the starting salaries of teachers in Quebec are lower than those of BC teachers. At the maximum salary ranges, Category 5 teachers in BC have fallen to sixth place, and Category 6 teachers have fallen to eighth place. Minimum Category 5 salaries in BC, using Vancouver as an example, are over $13,000 a year behind those in Edmonton. At Category 5 maximum, BC teachers’ salaries are a full $21,000 behind those in Alberta, again using Vancouver and Edmonton as the examples. To put it another way, it would take immediate increases of between 22% and 28% for Vancouver teachers to obtain salary parity with teachers in Edmonton. Teachers in Saskatchewan, where teachers’ salaries are 8% to 13% higher than ours, have just voted 73% in favour of turning down a government offer of 5.5% over 4 years, 2013–2017. The offer also included one-time cash bonuses in Years 1 and 2, but provided no improvements in working conditions. You should note that in some provinces teachers have negotiated province-wide salary scales. _______________   Richard Hoover is director of the BCTF Field Services Division.  Thanks to Margaret White, BCTF researcher, for providing research for this article.  Equivalents to BC Category 5 (minimum)    Equivalents to BC Category 5 (maximum)  Edmonton $61,489   Edmonton $95,354 Regina $54,393   Ottawa $88,816 Winnipeg $53,871   Regina $83,584 Ottawa $53,551   Winnipeg $81,915 St. Johnís $51,166   Fredericton $75,241 Charlottetown $49,045   Vancouver $74,353 Halifax $48,980   Quebec City $74,244 Fredericton $48,793   Charlottetown $70,878 Vancouver $48,083   Halifax $69,907 Quebec City $41,451   St. John’s $67,001   Equivalents to BC Category 6 (minimum)      Equivalents to BC Category 6 (maximum)  St. Johnís $65,996   Edmonton $99,119 Edmonton $65,256   Ottawa $92,821 Halifax $64,205   Winnipeg $91,469 Winnipeg $60,375   Regina $88,347 Regina $57,952   St. John's $87,792 Ottawa $55,377   Halifax $87,413 Charlottetown $54,933   Fredericton $81,851 Fredericton $53,195   Vancouver $81,488 Vancouver $52,823   Charlottetown $79,381 Quebec City $45,050   Quebec City $74,244 Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=20150,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 3, November/December 2009  Are you interested in becoming a BCTF-endorsed candidate for the College of Teachers’ Council? By Jinny Sims The next round of elections for the BC College of Teachers’ Council, under the new provisions of the Teaching Profession Act, will take place in the Spring of 2010. The BC College of Teachers is the regulatory body of the teaching profession in BC. The college has a focused mandate: teacher education, teacher certification, and member discipline. Responsibility for governing the college rests with the 20-person council. Twelve of 20 council members are elected by the membership. Eight council members are appointed by the minister of education. The role of a council member is to make policy decisions, to make quasi-judicial decisions concerning individuals and institutions, to represent the college on various external committees, and to communicate with members. Further information about the college can be found at the following link: www.bcct.ca. Elections are held in four of the 12 geographic zones each year. The term of office runs for three years, beginning August 1 through July 31. This year, elections will be held in the following college election zones: Zone 4 Kootenay: Arrow Lakes, Boundary, Cranbrook, Creston Valley, Fernie, Kimberley, Kootenay Columbia, Kootenay Lake, Nelson, Revelstoke, Windermere Zone 5 Okanagan: Vernon, Central Okanagan, Okanagan Similkameen, Okanagan Skaha Zone 6 Upper Fraser Valley: Abbotsford, Chilliwack, Fraser Cascade, Mission Zone 11 South Coast: North Vancouver, Sea to Sky, Sunshine Coast, Powell River, West Vancouver. The BCTF has established a policy that provides for the zonal selection of a BCTF-endorsed candidate in each zone where an election is being held. Only active BCTF members are eligible for BCTF endorsation as candidates in the BC College of Teachers’ elections. Each local has the right to select one nominee. This nominee must undertake to abide by the endorsation process. Once a local has nominated a candidate, the name of the candidate will be forwarded to the BCTF staff co-ordinator. The co-ordinator is responsible for ensuring that each local in the zone conducts a vote to determine the zone’s BCTF-endorsed candidate by secret ballot in accordance with BCTF procedures. The BCTF will publicize, among members, the names of all BCTF-endorsed candidates. The BCTF provides funding to assist local nominees in seeking to become the BCTF-endorsed candidate in a college zone. The BCTF also provides funding to assist endorsed candidates in the college elections. If you are interested in being considered as your local nominee for the BCTF-endorsed candidate in one of the college zones where an election is being held, please contact your local president as soon as possible. ñ Jinny Sims, BCTF Professional and Social Issues Division. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11952&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2000 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 13, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 2000 One picture of poverty by Michael Scales Tommy usually sat by himself on the edge of the playground. He usually hunched over a tiny notebook in his shabby, worn-out, and ill-fitting clothes working on an elaborate drawing. Generally his pictures were detailed portrayals of two armies at war; despite the disturbing themes, the artistic talent and ability were obvious. I sometimes asked him why he was alone and if he wanted to play with the other students. He said he wanted to but he didn’t like the other kids because they laughed at him and called him names. Taking Tommy’s concerns and disclosures seriously, I immediately took steps to improve the situation for him. In the process, I found out that Tommy was not only the smallest child in my class but also the oldest student in Grade 4 because his continuing struggles with reading and attendance had caused him to repeat an earlier grade. His frequent absences for various health problems caused him the most grief. He was tormented with “little wormy” and “stinky.” My attempts to stop the verbal abuse met with mixed success. For one, when I had the name callers apologize to Tommy and offer to play with him, Tommy would unfortunately reply with some comment such as “I don’t have worms anymore, fatso.” The net result would be that Tommy would scurry back to the shelter of a playground corner and draw his pictures of war. My most successful attempt to help him was a couple of weeks before Christmas when I asked him to draw a picture on my blackboard with a Christmas theme to it as part of the class’s project to decorate my room. Within a few days, Tommy had completely covered every square inch of every blackboard in my room with an incredibly detailed and elaborate rendering of the Three Wise Men visiting Jesus. Angels, and trumpets, and sheep, and a cast of thousands were dispersed throughout the hills of Bethlehem. As a result, Tommy became not only the hero of the classroom but also the major discussion topic of the teachers’ staff room. Of course every other class in the school came down to my room to see the amazing “Tommy’s Drawing.”No one in my class or in the school would let me or anyone else touch a speck of chalk dust of Tommy’s masterpiece. During those last two weeks before Christmas, I usually saw Tommy playing with other kids. His usual corner of the playground sat empty. After Christmas, life for Tommy returned to normal. Fortunately, much of the hurtful name calling had decreased and was replaced by references to him as “Tommy, The Artist.” However, I still usually saw him on the edge of the playground by himself. I made several attempts to talk to his parents about how we could better realize his talents and overcome some of his learning and attendance problems. Neither parent seemed to have a paying job, but only Tommy’s mother ever showed up for the parent/ teacher meetings. Tommy’s mother was similar to Tommy in stature and personality. She was petite and withdrawn, and she tended to gravitate to the edge of a social situation. I could not estimate what her reading or writing ability might be since she never took the opportunity to do either one in my presence. Our discussions about Tommy were generally short and amicable, and while we couldn’t find a guaranteed solution to the health and attendance problems because Tommy’s mother was not confident that she could get effective medical help, we did make plans for Tommy to have some educational testing in the latter part of the school year. The testing was never completed however, and I lost track of Tommy and his family after they suddenly moved that spring. Apparently, Tommy’s father couldn’t get a job in town, and I think there were some difficulties with their landlord. The family’s departure saddened me for a number of reasons. For one, I never saved an example of Tommy’s artwork to show to others when I tell them this story. Also, my greatest sadness is that while I was able to momentarily diminish the verbal bullying that Tommy experienced on the playground, I could not stop the economic bullying that forced his family to move to another community. While children will call someone “wormy” or “stupid” and drive a child to the edge of the playground, it is the parents of those name-calling children who will do a greater injustice when they will not hire someone because of appearance or not rent to someone who has a child. I keep hoping that I will see Tommy again. By now, he may have his own children. I also hope that the bullying by his peers will have stopped for good, and he and his family won’t find themselves living on the edge of our community, in poverty. Michael Scales is a teacher on educational leave from the Langley School District.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/SocialJustice.aspx?id=20482&printPage=true,BCTF > Supporting democracy and teachers in Honduras  	BCTF Social Justice  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Social Justice > Programs and Workshops > International Solidarity > Honduras Supporting democracy and teachers in Honduras BCTF President, Irene Lanzinger, reported to the January 2010 Representative Assembly on her participation in a delegation to Honduras in November 2009 Many of you know that I was in Honduras in November for the elections.  These elections followed a coup d’etat in June and the emergence of a vigorous resistance movement to that coup.  Latin American teacher unions  asked the BCTF and OSSTF to send representatives as part of a human rights observation mission to record the events surrounding the elections.   Since the coup teachers in Honduras have been engaged in various job actions, including  partial and full scale strikes.  Everywhere we went in Honduras people described teachers were as “the spine of the resistance”.  I was interviewed by a number of radio stations in Honduras and asked about the presence of teacher representatives from Canada.  I talked about the courage of Honduran teachers and the important role they were playing in the defence of democracy and human rights.  As I said to reporters if teachers do not serve as role models in the struggle to protect fundamental rights in a civil society who will?  We observed low voter turnout, considerable repression of freedom of expression and association and violent attacks on peaceful protesters on election day.   When we raised those concerns with the Peter Kent the Minister of State for Foreign Affairs for the Americas we received letter that said “Canada is pleased that  the Honduran general elections of November 29, 2009, appear to have been conducted in a relatively free and transparent manner, with a strong turnout and no major incidences of violence” In spite of stating opposition to the coup our government is now clearly siding with the de facto government. Progressive governments in Latin America have been making  progress on key issues such as: increased funding and improvements for education and health care, redistribution of land and income, environmental protection and controlling the power of corporations.  The ousted government of Manuel Zelaya was following the lead of other governments in the region in this regard.  In response to this progress, there is a vigorous push back from neo-liberal governments and their supporters.  It is clear that Latin America is a key area of the world in the struggle between progressive governments working toward a goal of increasing equity and governments, heavily influenced by corporations,  who are content to watch the gap between rich and poor grow even larger. Many Hondurans, including representatives from the two  teachers’ unions we met with, expressed their gratitude for our presence during the elections.  They want their story to be told to the rest of the world and getting the attention of the international press is a major challenge for them.  It is so very important that we continue to support our colleagues in Latin American teachers unions in their struggle to support progressive governments and fight back against clear violations of human rights and democratic principles.   To that end, we will be working with teacher unions in Ontario and Quebec to strengthen our support for teachers and their union leaders in Columbia – the most dangerous country in the world to be a teacher activist.  We will keep you informed on that work.)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "#FunFriday Fact: #BC has the highest small business employment in Canada. October is Small Business Month! Check out: http://t.co/20bcLmlvFP" @bcliberals - 03:55pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Foster parents are ordinary people engaged in extraordinary acts of kindness. Join the team! http://t.co/6jUkcsOp6V" @Teresa_Wat - 04:31pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11374,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2001 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 14, Number 1, September 2001 Ten new BCTF lesson aids 1.  The Editing Book   Shirley M. Campbell, 183 p., ©2000. Coil-bound handbook provides simple, straight-forward information on writing forcefully, organizing and writing different types of essays and reports, analyzing poems and stories, recognizing and correcting sentence errors, and applying appropriate usage and punctuation. It contains models of good writing and an answer key to exercises that support the text. Grades 8-12. LA 1002—$27.95 2. A Culture of Peace, A Teaching Unit on Alternatives to War and Violent Conflict   Patrick Clarke, 57 p. ©2000. Co-Development Canada Association. Written to help students develop an understanding of the causes and consequences of violent conflict and war, understand the concepts of conflict and peaceful conflict resolution, and understand the potential for "a culture of peace," and be able to apply conflict resolution concepts to situations where violent conflict is present or possible. The unit is presented in four parts—Why War? The Reality of War, Alternatives to War and Conflict, and Building a Culture to Peace. Includes teacher information sheets and student handouts. Suitable for: Social Studies 11 and History 12 in conjunction with focus on 20th century conflicts; Social Studies 9 with study on war and revolution; English as a part of a thematic study on war and conflict; and as a library resource for independent projects on war and conflict. Secondary. LA 2040—$18.95 3. Us and Them: Canadian identity and Race Relations   Tabata Productions Inc., 45-min. videocassette. This award-winning documentary features the views of nine Canadian high school students as they discuss topics concerning Canadian youth. These young people come from a variety of socio-economic backgrounds and cultures—Quebecois, anglophone European, First Nations, Asian, and West Indian. Using passionate examples and personal experience, they explore important issues such as national unity, the spectre of Quebec separation, multiculturalism, First Nations self-government, our relationship with the United States, globalization, and what lies ahead for the 21st century. Their revealing comments emphasize the great strengths of Canada, as well as those issues to face that have been ignored by earlier generations of Canadians. The video brings vital topics for Canadian society into the classroom in a way that is both engaging and thought-provoking and comes with a teacher’s guide written by Patrick Clarke specifically developed with application to Social Studies IRPs for Grades 8–11. Secondary. LA 2057—$39.95  4. Violence, (Bullying) What’s That?   Produced by Learning Through Drama, 23 p. ©2000. This unit looks at violence and bullying through the eyes of counsellors-in-training. This process drama is planned in three sections with role plays and activities, and includes a script for the teacher’s initial convenience and guidance. Prescribed learning outcomes for drama, visual arts, language arts and personal planning. Grades 4–12. LA 2332—$12 5.  How Music Came to the World and Other Stories   Produced by Vancouver Society of Storytelling, 3 CDs and 47p. guide, ©2000.This 3 CD set features 12 stories about musical instruments from around the world, enhanced with photographs, text, and video clips. This ground-breaking resource is a collaboration of world music artists and storytellers. Elementary and Secondary. LA 2575 —$22 6. Thinking Skills—Grades 1–2   Evan-Moor Educational Publishers, 88 p., ©2000. Nourish your Grade 1 & 2 students’ thinking with challenges—questions to be answered, solutions to be found, and discoveries to be made. The 44 lessons in critical thinking presented here are each comprised of, a chart that poses a problem or question, notes to the teacher with suggestions and an answer key, and a reproducible student page to be used with that chart or as follow-up practice. The variety of activities in this book will strengthen students’ thinking skills and enhance learning. The charts and student pages help students to think critically, think logically, think creatively, and solve problems Clear charts and graphs are highlighted by cute, comical illustrations throughout this book. All 88 pages are perforated for easy removal. (Note that the book is published in the USA and contains some US-based standards). Grades 1–2. LA 8455—$19.95 7.  Canada and the World Map Book 3   Apple Press. 48 p. ©2001. This is the third in a series of activity books designed to develop map skills. This book introduces Grades 4–5 readers to the special language of maps. Topics include landforms and water bodies on a map, interpreting a map legend, map boundaries, reading a map grid, latitude and longitude, and using map scale to solve a problem. Grades 4–5. LA 9307–$15.95 8.  British Columbia—Land and People   Apple Press. 40 p. ©2000. Topics in this activity book include a cross-section of British Columbia, the Cordillera, climate, the Fraser River system, preserving a temperate rainforest, and natural resources. Other topics include Aboriginal place names, a traditional winter lodge, the Cariboo gold rush, fruit growing, copper mining, Pacific Rim National Park, the provincial capital city and emblems of British Columbia Maps are also included to develop skills such as comparing a street map to an air photo, interpreting map symbols and using a map grid. Grades 4–6. LA 9308—$14.95 9.  The Grade 1 Classroom and Multifaceted Intelligence   Maureen Millar Turney. 32 p. ©2000. This unit outlines practical applications of multiple intelligences theories in the primary classroom. Twelve identified intelligences are outlined. Included is an overview of a system for mixing and matching intelligences on a regular basis and how to prepare a teaching program and classroom so that none of the 12 intelligences are ignored. Grade 1. LA 9904—$5 10.  The Master Teacher   by Dan Lukiv. ©2001. This collection of published articles on survival for the modern teacher have been published in a variety of international education magazines. Fourteen chapters include a variety of subject topics such as sunglasses and evaluation, Lukiv’s principles of instruction, motivation from a humanistic point of view, the curriculum god, the master teacher, you have learned to think, and burnout. LA 9966—$6.50 For a complete listing of over 900 BCTF Lesson Aids, consult the catalogue in your school library or the Lesson Aids online catalogue, www.bctf.ca/LessonAids To order any of the above lesson aids, enclose a cheque payable to the BCTF or authorized purchase order to BCTF Lesson Aids Service, 100-550 West 6th Avenue, Vancouver, BC V5Z 4P2. GST and postage/handling are included in the prices. Orders are sent by return mail. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=10062,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 3, Jan./Feb. 2003 Affiliation with the BCFed Affiliation by Simon Truelove Our provincial government is fundamentally changing the distribution of wealth in B.C. Like the Sheriff of Nottingham, Gordon Campbell has been tightening the screws on the poor and disadvantaged while ensuring benefits for his wealthy friends. By reducing taxes to the wealthy, while cutting services and encouraging privatization, a government can redistribute wealth. Campbell has an advantage over the sheriff in that he has legions of public-relations allies across the continent who have managed to put together a spin about how it is all good for us. "Taxes for the wealthy must be reduced so that B.C. can compete in the global economy." The peasants never used to be fooled by that one. They just saw the Sheriff and his friends getting fat at their expense. The Liberal policies on education fit neatly into this scenario—public education becomes "bad schools for the poor" while rich kids go to private schools. The government will be able to cut taxes for the rich even further. In the past election, while running for school trustee in Delta, I found out that most people are very concerned about the dwindling resources available for public schools. I discovered that as I knocked on 2,000 doors over a period of four months, most people believe in public education. But many have no information on the effects of the government’s actions beyond what they read in the local newspapers. They think the schools are doing just fine and that Christy Clark’s Ministry of Education is valiantly striving to make a good system even better. We just do not have the ability to reach people on a wide enough scale to undo the damage to popular perception that has been deliberately perpetrated by the ministry. So I put considerable effort into identifying possible friends and allies. The good news is that teachers have a huge number of natural friends and allies out there: Hospital Employees’ Union, Canadian Union of Public Employees, B.C. Government Employees’ Union, B.C. Union of Registered Nurses, Firefighters Unions, New Westminster District Labour Council... Almost every time I knocked on a door and got a really positive response, it was from a member of some union or other. Most union members have families like you and I. They have professional training like you and I. They’re angry with the government, just like you and I. Their leaders reflect this perspective on education. The children are the future. Most of our efforts as parents are directed toward creating a secure base and good opportunities for our children. We should join forces with people who hold such views. The face of the B.C. Federation of Labour has changed greatly in the past few decades. The members have become more like us in many ways, and we have become more like them. This year’s inclusion of registered nurses is one recent example. The days of Robin Hood, who robbed the rich to feed the poor, are, unfortunately, long past. What we should do is vote to join the B.C. Federation of Labour so we can provide leadership as well as support and meet with a measure of success in the struggle to come. Simon Truelove teaches at Senator Reid Elementary School, Surrey. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Touring a natural gas drilling rig with @MLA Mike Bernier, and Brian from EnCana http://t.co/AifdJ4H07b" @Teresa_Wat - 06:01pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12026&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2001 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 13, Number 5, March 2001 Le Collège vous en exige trop ? Si, afin d’obtenir votre certification permanente pour l’enseignement, le Collège des enseignants de la Colombie-Britannique exige que vous suiviez un nombre considérable de cours, ne pliez pas bagage tout de suite. Il est peut-être possible de réduire considérablement les exigences du Collège. D’abord, il est essentiel de connaître à fond votre dossier. Revoyez le document provenant du Collège vous avisant qu’il vous manque un certain nombre de crédits. Analysez vos relevés de notes d’université et de collège et faites une liste des cours suivis en les regroupant de façon séquentielle, par thème ou spécialité reconnu par le Collège des enseignants de la Colombie-Britannique. Sachez que certains cours du collégial (si vous êtes du Québec) peuvent être considérés comme des « cours juniors » ou de niveau 100 par le Collège, surtout si ceux-ci sont reliés à votre domaine d’étude universitaire ou votre spécialité. Si, à la suite de votre analyse, vous croyez que votre dossier mérite une révision, demandez-la ! Vous serez peut-être agréablement surpris. Il vous faudra écrire une lettre expliquant votre situation à la personne responsable de votre dossier. Joignez à cette lettre les documents reflétant votre analyse et permettant de clarifier votre dossier. Si vos relevés de notes sont en français, faites-en la traduction et ajoutez une description des cours dont le titre ne rend pas compte du contenu. Notez les cours préalables car cela indique que votre cours n’est pas de niveau « junior ». La plupart des universités et des collèges ont un site Internet contenant ces informations. Il faut aussi savoir que les codes de cours des différentes universités canadiennes n’ont pas tous la même signification. Par exemple, la plupart des cours de l’Université Laval commencent par le chiffre « 1 » et le Collège interprète ces codes comme des cours de niveau 100 ce qui n’est pas le cas. Après une révision, il vous faudra peut-être encore compléter quelques cours. Assurez-vous d’obtenir, du Collège, une approbation écrite de votre sélection de cours. Enfin, demandez comment vous pouvez obtenir un délai supplémentaire afin de compléter vos cours. Si vous n’êtes toujours pas satisfait de la réponse du Collège, il est toujours possible d’aller en appel. Communiquez avec la personne responsable de votre dossier qui pourra vous renseigner davantage. N’oubliez pas de tenir la coordonnatrice des Programmes et services français de la FECB au courant de vos démarches pour qu’elle puisse vous aider s’il y a lieu. Note: Pour les cours de littérature anglaise (6 crédits ) il n’y a pas grand chose à faire pour le moment, à moins que vous soyez à l’emploi du Conseil scolaire francophone. Guy Dugas, Enseignant au programme d’immersion, Merritt Secondary School, Merritt. Synopsis of article ‘Le Collège vous en exige trop?’ In this article, the author offers practical suggestions for presenting documentation to the B.C. College of Teachers in a certification process. Guy has had experience with certification and his advice will help teachers work through the process.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media jthornthwaite last tweet "MLA @douglas_horne thanking @colemancountry for his work w/ housing for BC @LindaReimerMLA @bcliberals http://t.co/zR6bdVGcRI" @jthornthwaite - 02:03am Follow @jthornthwaite BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/11/corporate-advertising-in-public-schools.html?showComment=1353430043228,Staffroom Confidential: Corporate advertising in public schools Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Thursday, November 15, 2012 Corporate advertising in public schools I noticed in the news this week that a debate is taking place in Alberta over the consideration of selling naming rights to companies for school facilities and classrooms. The administration at the Calgary Board claims the funds are necessary to create classrooms that provide hands-on learning in technology education. (http://metronews.ca/news/calgary/428011/trustee-wants-corporate-sponsorship-in-cbe-schools-put-to-public-survey/) Thankfully, the NDP education critic, David Eggan, has opposed this measure - so someone is speaking up to keep corporate ads out of schools. Advertising in schools is extremely problematic on a number of levels. First, schools are public spaces that should serve the public interest, not corporate interests. Additionally, allowing advertising in schools can pervert a school's primary function - teaching and learning. Choices should always be made based on pedagogy, but when free materials or free equipment is offered, school administrators feel pressured, particularly when budgets are slim. Already, schools are full of advertising - on score boards in gymnasiums, on the Coke machines in the hallways, in the resources provided free of change to teachers (such as materials on loans and credit from VISA and videos on puberty from KOTEX). But children and teenagers are such a lucrative market that corporations and businesses want more. Here in BC a crafty entrepreneur has developed "Chatter High". It is a web site where teens answer quiz questions about companies and non-profit institutions and can use points to win prizes. To find the answer, they use a "hint" which tells them how to go to the company web site. So a student might spend ten or twenty minutes searching web sites to find the answers to get the points to win the prizes. Chatter High sells the rights to be on their service to local Victoria businesses. If you go into the Victoria airport, you will see giant billboards advertising to local businesses how they can purchase this service (see photos above). In the schools, daily announcements invite teens to sign on to Chatter High so they don't miss out on the prizes. I signed up for Chatter High, wondering if I would see Camosun College and UVic, but on my first visit the only educational institute was Sprott Shaw College, and the prizes were for local spas. Hardly the kind of thorough and useful information a student might want or need as part of their career development education. In essence, this profit making service is filtering what information is being marketed to students using school property and resources including the announcement system and the computer labs. They are making a business of selling access to students in schools. In an interview with the Saanich News, school Principal Judy Harrison had this to say to defend the use of this commercial product at Spectrum Community School: 'Harrison justifies the inclusion of businesses on the site, most which have no clear connection to education, since they’re merely providing incentives for students, such as gift certificates for gas or ferry travel.“I guess we’re all enticed by prizes,” Harrison said. “The (most) time was spent on answering the questions, so that’s where it was consistent.”' (http://www.saanichnews.com/news/159574585.html) Across North America under funded school systems are facing increasing pressure to use advertising and charity to make up budget shortfalls. But these come with a very serious cost. In Seattle, when the Board proposed selling ads in schools, parents reacted strongly: At a community meeting on the issue, one parent said, "Schools should be all about teaching students to make their own choices, not coercing them to buy things they don't need. Schools should not be selling my child as a consumer to corporations."    Another said, "We need less materialism in this country, not more. To 'teach' children that they 'need' unnecessary commercial products is morally wrong. That this is done on commercial television is bad enough. But to do it in a public school is reprehensible."  (http://www.ibiblio.org/commercialfree/commercialism.html) Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 2:50 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 11 comments: AnonymousNovember 16, 2012 at 2:45 PM An interesting quote on their website from Greater Victoria School District Superintendent. ChatterHigh.com is a resource-filled website that offers learning and an inclusive method of much-needed fundraising. Students are learning and exploring relevant resources for post-secondary education and career information. John Gaiptman Superintendent of Schools, School District 61ReplyDelete AnonymousNovember 19, 2012 at 8:32 PM I am the question provider for Camosun College and I have had nothing but positive feedback from all the teachers, counsellors, students, and parents that I have talked to about Chatter High. These quizes are a way for high school students to gain important information about post-secondary and career opportunities. There are numerous options for students after they graduate from high school, and I know that if I had the option to do a short quiz, which helped me learn about college/university, while also having the chance to win a prize and earn money for my school, I would have started thinking about post-secondary at a much earlier age. In addition to that, I have noticed that the competitions foster school spirit as high schools compete against each other for Camosun's $1250, $750, and $500 cash prizes, which we awarded to Spectrum Community School, Claremont Secondary, and Parkland Secondary last year. It is each high school's decision whether they will participate in Chatter High, but I have found that it is an interactive way for youth to get engaged and excited about pursuing higher education. Kind regardsReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeNovember 20, 2012 at 8:19 AM Well, I think it is a sad commentary if "school spirit" has to come through winning prizes on a commercial web site. What about a collective school activity to do something positive for the world or for children or others suffering from malnutrition or war? Chatter high is selective - only those institutions that purchase the service will be shown to teens, so they are getting a restricted view of their options. Public schools should be telling our children all of their options, not just about the ones who will pay for in-school advertising. This system also teaches children to respond to cash prizes rather than their own curiosity about their futures and interests. Everything about it is wrong, in my opinion.Delete Reply AnonymousNovember 20, 2012 at 8:47 AM I am a teacher in the Lower Mainland who has started using ChatterHigh.com has a quick resource for Planning 10. As you may know, Planning 10 has 4 main organizers: Graduation Program and Graduation Transitions, Finance, Health, and Education and Careers. I find the questions posed on this website do align with learning outcomes and it is a fun, easy, independent way for students to "see what's out there". The points/prize system is a motivator but not the sole reason I use the website on occasion. As with anything, if the students and parents register on ChatterHigh, it is optional.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeNovember 20, 2012 at 9:33 AM How is reading this (just copied from my Chatter High account) part of Planning 10? It is an advertisement. "Value $25 One Tooth Activewear (formerly OTFitwear) proudly offers 80% Canadian made, high quality yoga/run/fitness/dance wear. Womens & mens apparel. We are across from Pagliacci's near Fort & Broad St in downtown Victoria. 1006 Broad St. 250-388-7071" Delete AnonymousNovember 20, 2012 at 9:55 AM It's called a prize description, so people know what they are entering for.Delete Reply AnonymousNovember 20, 2012 at 2:36 PM I have taken a number of the quizzes and found that they are very appropriate for Planning 10, providing information about post-secondary programs. The goal, as I see it, is to expand students' knowledge about what is available to them after graduation, and encourage them to pursue their post-secondary dreams. What the writer has failed to understand is that the "businesses" are simply donating prizes. They are not selling anything to the students. I highly doubt that the students would even take the time to find out more about those businesses. Jane Hayhoe Yale SecondaryReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeNovember 20, 2012 at 2:52 PM Some donate prizes, others purchase the service and submit questions, and many of these are private businesses, such as Sprott Shaw College and BC Turkey Farmers. Some information is useful, some is not. All of it is paid advertising. I don't believe the inclusion of some non-profits makes the rest ok. Here is question 1 and 3 from today's quiz: Question 1/10 Shawn has been producing turkeys since 1992. His farm is one of the largest in BC. How many staff does he have on the farm? 1 man farm 3 man farm 10 man farm 15 man farm Click here for a hint and earn 50 points Question 3/10 Island Sexual Health Society provides free condoms to anyone who needs them. How many steps do we list for proper condom use? Ten Seven Fourteen One Click here for a hint and earn 50 pointsDelete Reply FionaNovember 21, 2012 at 3:24 PM I'm disappointed to be reading this about ChatterHigh. To me, it does not appear that the writer has even taken the time to do their research on ChatterHigh. If you had taken the time to actually do the quizzes, you would know that they take perhaps between 5 - 10 mins. in total to complete. When you click on the hint link, it takes you straight to the page where you will find the answer. Not all questions are post education related, some are about health, jobs etc. There are many options for kids after they graduate from school and not all kids are going to go on to post education. All kids need to know what is available to them out there, regardless of how that information is transmitted. ChatterHigh is just another tool to help students with their decisions once they have graduated. Individual schools will never be able to get all of the necessary info. out to students about life after graduation and I for one, am thankful there are other resources to help them. I am a parent of 2 girls that graduated from Spectrum Community School last June and yes, we won both competitions. It was great to see the whole school come together and support their 2012 graduating class in the hopes of winning this money to put on the school's first Dry Grad Event. To me, this is "School Spirit" and I see no difference if they had come together to do something for the community or for their school. They did it collectively and had fun doing it. Being able to enter draws to win some fabulous prizes was a nice bonus, but if you chose not to enter draws, you didn't have too. For our school, it was about winning the competitions, winning prizes was secondary. Is it really any different than the school using announcements to talk about Camosun College, or UVIC than using it to talk about ChatterHigh? I know a few students who changed their or made up their minds about their career paths because of ChatterHigh. Had it not been for ChatterHigh, who knows where these kids might have ended up. When I was doing the quizzes on a daily basis, I learnt a lot of information that I otherwise knew nothing about. On some of the websites, I would minimize the window to go back to the site later to have a look and learn some more and perhaps pass that information on to my kids. Most of our students did their quizzes at home, not using the school's computers. I'm sure lots of kids log on to their Facebook, email or twitter accounts at school, so why not ChatterHigh? At least they would be learning something useful!! Who are you to decide what information is useful and what is not? Isn't that up to the individual user to decide? Do you know for a fact that ChatterHigh is making a profit? Do you know for a fact that ChatterHigh is Corporate Sponsored Advertising? I strongly suggest that you do your research on ChatterHigh before you berate them for trying to do something good for our high school students. On a final note, Spectrum Community School was so impressed with ChatterHigh and the good that they are doing, that we invited this crafty businessman to be our keynote speaker at our 2012 Graduation Ceremony. Keep up the good work ChatterHigh, you are doing great things for our students!!ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeNovember 21, 2012 at 3:33 PM I agree that students should be aware of options for after graduation...that is why we have Planning 10, Graduationa Transitions, and counselling services. Teachers and school counsellors can collect information in an unbiased manner, that truly does provide students with their full range of options. Chatter High only provides information of the businesses who purchase their services.Delete Reply FionaNovember 21, 2012 at 3:57 PM Planning 10 classes all vary from school to school. Taking planning 10 in Grade 10 or in some cases, kids take it in Grade 11, that is a huge time difference between Grade 10 and Grade 12. Kids just want to get the class over and done with as fast as they can. We are talking high school students here, most who can't wait to be done with school and most who don't seek the services of counsellors or other options available to them. Do teachers and schools have all the information and I do mean all, to pass on to kids? At least with ChatterHigh, they actually had to read in order to answer the questions and learnt at the same time. A lot of the kids at our school would never have been made aware of some of the options available to them had it not been for doing their ChatterHigh quizzes. ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ▼  November (6) Technology in school? How much is too much Corporate advertising in public schools Thoughts on parent advocacy and the Moore decision... Technology in a 21st Century Learning Inc world The slow death of special education Attacks on public education are working...where is... ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141007,www.huffingtonpost.com,http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/10/02/crystal-bridges_n_5923320.html?utm_hp_ref=tw,<img src="https://s3.amazonaws.com/huffpost/WebOpener.jpg"> View mobile site October 7, 2014 Huffpost Arts Edition: U.S. Show/Hide Brasil BR Canada CA Deutschland DE España ES France FR Italia IT 日本 (Japan) JP 한국 (Korea) KR Maghreb MG United Kingdom UK United States US Follow Newsletters Get ArtsNewsletters Email address Enter Email Address Huffington Post Search Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search iOS app Android app More Log in Create Account Notifications 0 $USERNAME Profile Settings Logout FRONT PAGE Entertainment Kris Jenner Opens Up About The Late Robert Kardashian 6 Blake Lively Is Pregnant! 30 Mariah Carey Proves She's Not Lip-Synching 42 Is This Where George Clooney And Amal Alamuddin Honeymooned? 7 Pregnant Kelly Rowland Poses Topless In Black And White Photo Shoot 2 Go to Entertainment More in Entertainment Celebrity TV You Might Also Like Comedy Arts Books Food Style Weird News Moviefone Arts The Glamorous History Of Pin-Up Like You've Never Seen It Before 3 1 Here Are A Bunch Of F*cking Delightful Artsy Cat Photos. You're Welcome. 3 This Is What It Really Looks Like To Be A Modern Day Nun 8 New Animation-Inspired Art Show Will Make You Yearn For Saturday Morning Cartoons 0 Go to Arts More in Arts Painting Film Design Photography Theater Architecture You Might Also Like Books NY Los Angeles Books Print Books Are Still Outselling Ebooks, Despite Dire Expectations 37 The Surprising Reason Why Reading REALLY Matters 3 Kurt Vonnegut's Advice For High Schoolers Is Advice For Us All 0 Go to Books More in Books Book Club Libraries In Crisis You Might Also Like Arts Food Education Media Recipes Black Voices Latino Voices Religion TV Well, We Didn't See This Doctor Who Monster Coming 23 Go to TV More in TV TV Replay TV Recaps TV Spoilers Maureen Ryan You Might Also Like Celebrity Media Comedy Arts Books Science WATCH: It's Time For A 'Blood Moon' 86 What Next For The Ebola Outbreak? Here's What The Math Says 125 Here's Why The Night Sky Is Dark Even Though Jillions Of Stars Are Shining Light Our Way 19 This Scientist Has A Surprising Idea For Protecting Football Players 59 3 Scientists Win Nobel Prize In Medicine 53 Go to Science More in Science Space Brain Earth Talk Nerdy To Me Weird Science You Might Also Like Tech Green Arts Religion Weird News Style Kylie Jenner Has A New Hair Line, All By Herself 0 The Easy Fall Haircut That Works For Everyone 0 8 Things Your Friends Really Need To Chill About 17 10 Totally Terrifying Halloween Nail Art Ideas 0 Amp Up Your Knuckle Rings With French Fries And Sushi 8 Go to Style More in Style The Beauty Page Fashion Trends Celebrity Style You Might Also Like Home Women Parents Weddings Travel Divorce Post 50 Home The 5 Best American Cities To Live In Right Now Are... 35 6 Gyms That Take In-Home Fitness To A Whole. New. Level. 4 Go to Home More in Home House Tours Cleaning Design Entertaining Real Estate Celebrity Homes You Might Also Like Style Food Healthy Living Arts HuffPost Live Next Ferguson & The Threat Of State Violence Next SCOTUS To Rule On Prisoner's Beard Tomorrow 'Felony' Star Jai Courtney LIVE Tomorrow Author & Therapist Linda Carroll LIVE Tomorrow Macy Gray LIVE Go to Huffpost Live All Sections News Politics WorldPost Business Small Business Money Media Sports Education Crime Weird News Good News Entertainment Entertainment Celebrity Comedy Arts & Culture Books TV Life & Style Healthy Living GPS for the Soul Style Home Taste Weddings Travel Parents Divorce Huff/Post 50 Marlo Thomas OWN Dr. Phil Tech & Science Tech Science Green Code Voices Women Black Voices Latino Voices Voces (en español) Gay Voices Religion College Teen Impact Local Chicago DC Denver Detroit Hawaii Los Angeles Miami New York San Francisco Our Mobile Apps: iOS Android HuffPost Live (iOS) GPS For The Soul (iOS) GPS For The Soul (Android) Arts & Culture Painting Film Design Photography Theater Music Dance Architecture Female Artists Art Meets Science On Our Radar ImageBlog The Glamorous History Of Pin-Up Like You've Never Seen It Before 2014-10-06 04:01:25 Here Are A Bunch Of F*cking Delightful Artsy Cat Photos. You're Welcome. 2014-10-06 04:01:16 Gay Artist Will Spend 15 Days In A Glass Box To Explore The Meaning Of Grindr 2014-10-03 09:17:09 This Dreamlike Flock Of Rainbow Sheep Actually Exists 2014-10-01 09:40:24 This Is What It Really Looks Like To Be A Modern Day Nun 2014-10-06 04:01:33 Miranda July Designed A Purse And It's Everything You Hoped It Would Be 2014-10-03 20:50:37 10 Painters Who Are Changing Their Medium In The 21 Century 2014-10-03 09:19:22 10 Eerily Adorable GIFs That Will Make You Feel Like A Kid Before Bedtime 2014-10-03 20:50:43 Here's One Way To Protest China's Preference For Boys 2014-10-03 09:01:42 How To Build A Gay And Lesbian Art Museum 2014-10-03 20:50:58 Previous Story Next Story Mallika Rao Become a fan mallika.rao@huffingtonpost.com Email Posted: 10/06/2014 5:39 pm EDT Updated: 10/07/2014 10:59 am EDT Share Tweet Email Comment tumblr stumble reddit Recall the famous New Yorker cover “View of the World from 9th Avenue,” by Saul Steinberg. All of America is shown from the vantage point of western Manhattan. In the distance lies the country’s West coast and not much else. New York City, naturally, is dead center. This is the cartographic delusion that rules the art world. At this year’s Whitney Biennial — a powerful commercial launching pad for young artists, in much the same way “Saturday Night Live” is for comedians — more than 70 of the 100 or so chosen painters, sculptors, videographers and the like worked either in California or New York. Plucked From Obscurity The following artists all hail from a different corner of America. None of them had been exhibited outside of their region before the Crystal Bridges show. Andy DuCett Midwest Hiromi Moneyhun South Justin Favela West Vanessa L. German Northeast This “Steinbergian view of the country” is anathema to Don Bacigalupi, president of Crystal Bridges, the ambitious museum of American art in tiny Bentonville, Arkansas, founded in 2011 by Walmart heiress Alice Walton. Speaking from his vast, glass-walled place of employment, Bacigalupi discussed the museum’s new counterpoint to the Steinbergian worldview, an exhibit instantly coined “the anti-Whitney Biennial” by the press upon its opening last month. The elevator pitch for State of the Art: one hundred works, no big names and an insane road trip. They didn’t know how to comport themselves. Many were shocked and curious as to why we’d traveled across the country. In concert, the three elements make the exhibit nothing short of historic. For 10 months, Bacigalupi and curator Chad Alligood crisscrossed the country, dropping into the studios of 960 artists. The studio visit is a mythologized rite of passage — portrayed in movies as the moment an artist’s fortune changes — and most of Bacigalupi’s and Alligood’s hosts had never experienced one. “They didn’t know how to comport themselves,” Bacigalupi told The Huffington Post a few days after the opening of the exhibit. “Many were shocked and curious as to why we’d traveled across the country.” With good reason. “This is not the way exhibitions of contemporary art are curated,” Alligood admitted, citing “a bit of fear” in the curatorial community and in museum leadership. The risks lie not only in the process (just try explaining a year of slow emails with “We’re not going to be in the office, because we’ll be in Idaho or Omaha,” as Alligood put it), but in shirking the typical approach to museum fundraising, where a star artist or piece is used to entice sponsors. Instead, Alligood said, “I had to say ‘Trust us.’” Crystal Bridges, designed by the renowned architect Moshe Safdie, differs fundamentally from other museums of its size in that it is privately owned. Funded by Walton, it operates in service of her stated goal to transform a region. And indeed, Bentonville — a city nestled in the Ozarks, an area known primarily for its natural beauty — has changed around the museum. Where once the big attraction was the Walmart Museum, featuring a five-and-dime styled after Sam Walton’s original store, the downtown now brims with pint-size galleries, posh restaurants and an outpost of the boutique art-themed hotel chain 21c. A representative for the city’s chamber of commerce said that hotel and restaurant tax collection has increased by more than 12 percent each year since Crystal Bridges opened its doors. The tourists aren’t your average art fiends. More than 1 million people have visited Crystal Bridges so far, and according to museum records, a good number of them have been real first-timers — meaning they've never stepped into a museum before in their lives. This statistic informed Bacigalupi’s vision for State of the Art, which he sees as a chance to do justice to contemporary art, a field he believes is unfairly maligned. “If we think about the stereotypes that attend it,” he said, “that it’s difficult to understand, that it’s something a child could do, that it may not have anything to say to us as a society — we wanted to counter all of those notions.” He also expanded an idea he’d floated to Alice Walton while interviewing for his current post. At the time, Bacigalupi was director of the Toledo Museum in Ohio, the epicenter of “a very lively and very deeply rooted art scene,” he said. “I thought with this new museum, there might be an opportunity to focus the lens around practice happening in all parts of the country.” The curators discuss how the artists interpret their cultural heritage in their work. Walton is seen as something of a hawk in the art world — keen-eyed and dangerous, with a tendency to buy from insolvent institutions with beloved collections. She’s a natural disruptor, according to Alligood. Where some founders might have bristled at a long road trip toward a dream, Walton welcomed the plan. Omnipotence helps. “At other institutions, you have to convince a lot more people to make the gears turn,” Alligood noted. From the start, the exhibit demanded a new process. Bacigalupi and Alligood canvassed hundreds of art professionals embedded in local scenes for names. From a total of 10,000 promising artists they chiseled a short list of 1,000. These they partitioned into four regions: Northeast, Northwest, South and West. Every week for nearly a year, the two men flew to a hub in one of these regions, rented a car and got going. Often, they visited a dozen or more studios in a day, capturing video and audio footage of the artist at each stop. They drove into dodgy city neighborhoods and one-road towns where the GPS didn’t work. No two studio spaces were alike, from front porches to basements to an overgrown bay in an abandoned Coca-Cola factory. The oldest artist they visited was in her eighties, the youngest a 10-year-old boy whose mother was on the list. (When he heard who was coming, he left his work out where the men couldn’t miss it, before leaving for school.) Another artist died a few weeks after the visit. After each stop, the men composed a code they could later use to remember the work they saw, a process Bacigalupi likens in the exhibit catalogue to writing a haiku. The phrases, each three words long, describe the essentials of an artist’s work. (The catalogue lists some tantalizing ones — for example, “psychotropic video travelogues.”) The duo also scored the artists, Olympics-style, on a 10-point scale measuring qualities chosen with the audience in mind: virtuosity, engagement and appeal. Bacigalupi considers this travelogue as vital as the exhibit, calling it “a database for the future about research at this moment in American practice.” HuffPost’s look into State of the Art interweaves some of this data with our own profiles of four artists, none of whose work had been shown outside their geographical region before Crystal Bridges swooped in. Justin Favela, a Las Vegas artist, mines his Chicano heritage, as well as the high-low culture of Sin City, to produce outsized piñatas that wouldn’t look out of place in a photo shoot by David LaChapelle. In Florida, Hiromi Moneyhun uses only an X-Acto knife and memories of the paper-cut illustrations she loved as a girl in Japan to turn out large, mind-bendingly intricate structures. Twin Cities artist Andy DuCett turns the old trope of “Minnesota nice” into performance art, with a cast of actual moms. And Vanessa L. German makes "power figures" from trash for the children in the depressed Homewood neighborhood of Pittsburgh, where she lives. The concerns of these artists are at once regional and global. Together, they form what Bacigalupi calls “a truer image of the country.” Even Saul Steinberg might agree: It’s a fine view. To explore all of the 102 works in State of the Art, visit the exhibit website or download the museum’s dedicated app, available for Apple or Android devices. Opener illustration by Troy Dunham More: Crystal Bridges Crystal Bridges Museum of Art Alice Walton Crystal Bridges State of the Art Art Best of HuffPost Asian American Voices Suggest a correction Around the Web Crystal Bridges Museum of American Art: Home   Click here to view Conversations Conversations Suggested For You FOLLOW HUFFPOST Email Email Address Options The Morning Email Arts Get top stories and blog posts emailed to me each day.. Facebook HuffPost Arts Twitter HuffPost Follow Arts Follow Google Plus HuffPost Arts RSS Most Popular on HuffPost Latest News Arts All RSS / Feeds Phone Available on the App Store Android App on Google Play Get it at Blackberry App World Every Simpsons Couch Gag at the Same Time Why Aren’t We Talking About Chadwick Boseman? Gone Girl, Psycho, and How David Fincher Steals From Alfred Hitchcock Slate Articles » Are Ratings Back Up For Bob's Burgers? Movie Characters Whose Legends Live On 11 More Superhero Movies That Almost Happened Crowd Ignite » Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search Advertise Log In Make HuffPost your Home Page RSS Careers FAQ User Agreement Privacy Comment Policy About Us About Our Ads Contact Us Copyright ©2014 TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. "The Huffington Post" is a registered trademark of TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. All rights reserved. Part of AOL Lifestyle Use this form to alert a HuffPost editor about a factual or typographical error in this story. Notify message * Required * * * What kind of error is this? Choose an option Factual or typographical Comment moderation problem Rights and permissions Other * What is the correction? 0 count Describe the error here (1,000 character limit) * Type the words below so we know you are not a cyborg Sign me up for The Morning Email Thank you!)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8028&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 6, April 2005 Report-card templates for primary and kindergarten grades by Lori Robinson This is a letter the B.C. Primary Teachers’ Association (BCPTA) sent to Minister of Education Tom Christensen in February 2005. The BCPTA submitted a brief to your predecessor, Ms. Clark, expressing numerous concerns about the proposed report-card templates. Since then, with limited public participation, your office has released a revised template. The BCPTA has serious concerns about this report card format. Please consider the following: Inconsistency with the Primary Program: The Primary Program bridges Kindergarten and Grade 1, and Grade 2/3 goals. These goals are not separated by individual grade. All IRPs also bridge the K/1 and 2/3 goals. This was a deliberate decision based on current, valid educational research that supports that children develop at different rates and at different times. Not only are these templates contrary to the Primary Program philosophy, but the ministry goal of revising all of the existing IRPs to provide learning outcomes and achievement indicators for each grade is contradictory to evidence supporting the learning process and child development. By raising the achievement bar in the five areas of development, of which Intellectual Development comprises one part, it is unreasonable to assume that students will simply comply and learn faster. Learning Outcomes and Performance Standard support materials are set for end of the year expectations. How do teachers writing report cards in November and March use these curricular materials to effectively assess and report on progress? Is it the ministry’s intention to have teachers estimate how the student will finish, or measure them on the end-of year criteria and find students not meeting expectations for the first two terms? Teachers cannot be expected to predict how a student will finish at the end of the year-there are too many factors which make this highly unreliable. Work Habits: This is a highly subjective area. We do not want to see a provincial set of standards, because Work Habits are contextually dependent--there are rural/urban, cultural, age-based, and teacher-influenced factors that change the needs in each B.C. classroom. More importantly, teachers set goals for individual students based upon areas that need attention. This is another area that would be better served with anecdotal comments describing specific areas of growth and future development. Ways to Support Learning: It is educationally questionable that the comment box for support is twice as large for Kindergarten students, when compared with the space provided on the primary grade template. Does the ministry believe our youngest learners need remediating more than the other grades? This also puts a strong emphasis on students being at risk‚ more than at promise. Again, this comes back to the research on brain development and individualized learning rates. Simplification: Teachers will find the proposed format more complicated—13 boxes, comments for each, taking two full pages. Most teachers feel that this will extend the assessment, evaluation, and reporting processes—and take even more time. Computer access: Not every teacher has the software and computer operating system to support these templates at home and/or at school. Many schools have struggled to maintain their computer equipment and networks. Access to secure computers and servers that will safeguard privacy is inconsistent across the province. Furthermore, there is an unreasonable expectation that teachers will want or have computer and/or server access from home. Many locals across the province have technology change clauses in their collective agreements that will need to be respected and adhered to. Lack of recognition of Kindergarten as unique: There is more reporting space for reporting on reading, writing, social studies, and science than there is for social and emotional development. Kindergarten teachers will tell you that the most important goal is helping our new learners become accustomed to school, adjusting to the process, and becoming lifelong learners. The emphasis on intellectual development in the report templates is in conflict with the intention of the Primary Program—that there are five areas of development, equally important. There is also serious concern that Kindergarten teachers are expected to specifically comment on 13 specific areas (boxes) after two months of school, given that most Kindergarten students attend school for half days (150 minutes daily). Integration of subjects: According to the annotated template, if science and social studies are integrated with other subjects, they must be reported on in the other boxes and the spaces will be reallocated by the computer program. This would work if teachers only integrated two subjects, but most teachers work with a multidisciplinary approach to learning. Some expert teachers can combine four or more subjects/goal areas of the Primary Program all in the same lesson! Performance Scales: Children are wonderfully complex learners. Given that there are currently almost 700 prescribed learning outcomes in the first four years of school, it is very difficult to imagine that a student would be achieving at the same rate within any subject. This is especially evident in the Artistic and Aesthetic Development—this category includes dance, music and the visual arts, each a different process, with different subskills within. Within each grade, classroom, and even individual student, there are different objectives for the term, the week, and the day, and further contextualized by the activity and learning style of each learner. There is a complex science to teaching that cannot be reduced to sliding scales of progress. Some children are more vulnerable than others. Many special education students are not identified, by ministry standards, until after starting school. Many more children with learning disabilities are not identified until the intermediate grades. These are children who would, with the proposed templates, be identified as "not yet meeting‚" in most areas. Some children, as supported by the best research in child development and education, need more time to learn and are not ready at the same time as their classmates. Regardless of the source or cause of the delays in development, these children deserve the best supportive educational environment. Receiving a report card sprayed with "not yet meeting‚" marks could potentially damage a child’s self esteem. Further, that report card would not adequately reflect the progress each learner makes. This is a group of children who often have to work harder than their counterparts—and this template does not give credit for that growth. The Ministry of Education is trying to provide districts with a tool to standardize reporting for data collection and accountability purposes. However, given the assumptions and generalizations this report format requires of teachers, there are actually more opportunities for insinuations and oversimplifications. Teachers will be asked to rely on "intuition‚"—not a reliable method. The consistency sought by your ministry is simply not possible with this rigid reporting format. It may look the same, but will it mean the same, or convey the same depth and breadth of knowledge as an anecdotal format? The templates do not reflect the importance of conferencing with parents as part of the process. The daily data collected by teachers comes from a rich source of activities, observed, discussed, collected, marked, heard, and experienced within a very expansive context. Our youngest learners face additional challenges from these templates. Many students do not have access to preschools, and this has never been a prerequisite to starting school. Many students come from homes in which English is a second language or dialect, which will have a direct effect upon language acquisition, and therefore literacy skills. If a child is behind when first starting school, when there are no requirements to be able to attend school other than being five years old that year, are we assessing their learning, or are you asking teachers to assess children and the home education they received from their parents for the first five years? If we are trying to build ties to the homes and parents of our students, failing children as soon as they start school is absolutely not the way to accomplish it. Nor will this instill the love of learning. We would appreciate being able to meet with you or your staff on this critical matter. We represent our teachers, but also our students and the B.C. Primary Program: A Framework for Learning (2000). It is important to us that best practices in our schools and classrooms reflect the current, valid research in learning and teaching methods. We ask that you please include us in this process and take our professional experience and training into consideration. Lori Robinson is president of the B.C. Primary Teachers’ Association. lori_robinson@shaw.ca.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=10210,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 6, May/June 2003 Professional development at its best by Lynn Hedekar When teachers get up in the morning, they have to remind themselves why they do what they do: to make a difference in the lives of their students. I work as a BCTF PD associate in order to make a difference in the lives of teachers and their students. My work as an associate, a workshop facilitator, has taken me from Zeballos to Tahsis to Atlin this year. The time away from my schools allows me space for reflection. My mind considers how best to assist a student to achieve success in school and how best to assist the teacher in a very challenging teaching assignment. This reflection time is made all the more special as I drive past some of the most beautiful scenery in B.C. enroute to Zeballos, Tahsis, and Atlin. Remote, quiet, and breathtaking, the road to Tahsis winds its way alongside a calm lake presided over by trumpeter swans. I roll down the window to ponder the height of a waterfall as I pass. Frozen, crisp, and swathed in powder snow, the road to Atlin (experienced on another trip) is majestic. I am startled by the rugged mountains and the windswept black ice of Atlin Lake. After a recent rain, the road to Zeballos is muddy and rough. The road narrows as it crisscrosses the river via one-lane bridges. The hillsides are covered in lush green West Coast rainforest. This truly is a wilderness lover’s paradise. My thoughts about kids and teachers are interrupted with the momentary worry of how much farther it is. At least I won’t get lost here; there is only one road! Upon arrival, I am surprised always by the warm welcome from each school. A chance to chat with colleagues about their expectations and needs for the workshop, a cozy bed and breakfast, and even a special Mexican cantina lunch catered by Grade 7 parents, all contribute to the wonderful magic of rural B.C. The teachers share their concerns about students. The district-level support is either far away or non-existent. The need to build positive working relationships is a survival skill, as teachers learn that working independently is too difficult with the complex demands of today’s classes. Teaching can no longer be an individual practice. The teachers who survive the pressures of teaching in today’s classrooms are ones who can teach in a collaborative way with the support of their colleagues. Nowhere is this more critical than in classes where student demands outnumber teacher resources. The BCTF is able to reach many teachers in both rural and urban B.C. with the PD associate workshops available on many topics. I am only one of 175 teachers who take time away from their teaching responsibilities to teach their colleagues. It is PD at its best where both the PD associate and the school staffs benefit from discussing values and best practices. Through these community/school PD events, teachers develop their sense of belonging to their school staff, their community, and their union. I have benefitted professionally from my time as a PD associate. From the day I started receiving BCTF workshop presentation training to now, I have not stopped learning. At each workshop, I review the best practice guidelines for working with difficult students, and I am constantly challenged by the curve balls that the teachers throw my way as they describe the learning concerns of their students. The participants generate the solutions as they brainstorm how best to help their students learn appropriate school behaviours. The strength of collaboration and teamwork is once more evident. I am struck with the realization that we are constantly learning as professionals as well as helping the students in their learning. It is truly a lifelong journey. Teachers are able to feel a sense of professional control and responsibility for their teaching and learning environment on these teacher-led PD days. It is not more accountability teachers need, but the time to understand the responsibility for learning with which they have been entrusted. Teachers are professionals who want to do their best, but they can perform at their optimum only with support, guidance, and leadership. When teachers feel a sense of belonging, responsibility, and collaboration, they are only too willing to give their students the very best of their knowledge and expertise. The PD associate program provides the professional guidance that teachers desire to make their schools the best they can be. I highly recommend the program to teachers throughout the province. Get involved with the BCTF. Make a difference to your colleagues. In the words of the immortal Dr. Seuss, "Oh, the places you’ll go!" Written with thanks to the teachers of Zeballos, Tahsis, and Atlin, B.C. Lynne Hedekar is an elementary counsellor in Nanaimo and a BCTF PD associate in "Dealing with Difficult Student Behaviour" and "Classroom Management." Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/03/what-is-this-strike-about-moving-letter.html?showComment=1331320110139,Staffroom Confidential: What is this strike about? A moving letter from a Saanich teacher Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, March 6, 2012 What is this strike about? A moving letter from a Saanich teacher I would like to thank you, Mr. Abbott. My wife and I have just had an excellent discussion with our daughters about power, and about the importance of checks and balances in a society. Sophie and Rachel are 12 and 10. They were very confused about why the government was allowed to make rules such as fining teachers $475 a day or $2500 a day for going on strike. We explained that our government is elected to make decisions on our behalf, and that we trust that they will make good and considered decisions. But what if we don’t agree with their decisions, they wondered. We explained that there is time to debate these decisions before they are made, and that everybody is allowed to write letters, or protest if they disagree. We explained that the media is meant to also provide some balance, by asking difficult and challenging questions. But they are saying that if you protest their decision, they will fine you, they replied. We had no answer. Why do they hate teachers, one of them asked. I still had no answer. ---------- I could have been a lawyer. I scored in the 98th percentile of the LSAT and was accepted to Queen’s Law School, offered a scholarship to a Law School in the northeastern US. I chose instead to defer my decision, and be a tutor/coach/residence don/in-house TOC at my old high school for a couple of years. This was a private boarding school in Ontario. I loved it. I loved being able to explain concepts in math to kids, and to see the “light go on”. I loved sharing my passion for math, for soccer, for hockey, for philosophy, for poetry, and for musical theater with kids. I never considered going back to law after those two years. After completing my teacher training at UVic, I did my practicum in Saanich. I hadn’t realized until then what a sheltered teaching existence I had at the boarding school, with well-to-do kids brought up with every advantage (the type of kids to whom Mr. Abbott recently referred as “the smart kids”, I believe). In the public school system in Saanich, I learned humility. I learned how to be a better teacher, how to teach the whole child, and not just the mind. I taught classes that not only had some of Mr. Abbott’s advantaged “smart kids”, but other kids who were often equally smart and capable if not more, but who faced challenges the others didn’t: broken homes, poverty issues, learning disabilities, to name only a few. These classes were challenging because the kids’ needs were so varied. Some kids could be turned on by ideas alone; others needed to be convinced of the value of learning, to place education in context; some just needed breakfast. And yet, at the time I started teaching in Saanich, I considered myself fortunate because we had a locally arranged agreement about how many kids could be in a secondary English class. (I taught English at the time). The number was 27 – unless you had a student who had an acknowledged special need, such as dyslexia, or visual impairment, for example, that would require a significant amount of adjustment to practice or extra preparation. For each of these students, the number would drop by one. If there were 6 “special needs” students in your English 11, the maximum number of kids would be 21. Trust me, this would still be a challenging class in terms of composition, but the system worked. It was so important to teachers, my older colleagues told me, that teachers took less in salary improvements at the time in order to secure these contract provisions. Silly me for thinking that contracts were something sacrosanct in Canadian law. When I started my first continuing contract at Claremont Secondary in 2000, we had an enrolment not very different from our enrolment today. When I started at Claremont, it was not unusual for the more challenging classes, such as Essentials of Math 10 or Communications 11 to have 12-15 students, because that’s what those kids needed to be successful. When I started at Claremont, there were two librarians – one for every 550 kids. When I started at Claremont there was a staff of 85-90, with plenty of teachers in the building to comfortably take on all the extra-curriculars that make schools, as the Saanich motto goes, “great places to learn, safe places to be” Today at Claremont, a class with less than 23-24 students does not run. This legislation before you will only make that number increase, I assure you, and it is not what kids need. Today at Claremont there is 3/4 of a librarian – which translates to one for every 1475 kids. Today at Claremont there is a staff of 65-70. This group which now numbers 20 fewer than when I started 12 years ago, has been attempting to keep up all the things that make our school great – outstanding academics, including extra-curricular offerings such as the dozens of math contests I sponsor and organize every year, an incredible sports program, an enviable fine arts program, numerous volunteer organizations that enrich our school community and the community at large. So far, we have managed, but we have each had to take up the slack now for too long. We are at the breaking point, and I promise you – this legislation already threatens to push us over the edge. Surely this government is not deaf to the teachers from around the province who are saying enough… Enough: we have devoted our lives to a profession that we knew all along would not make us rich, but we did it because we believed that if it would help just one disadvantaged kid, it was worth it. Enough: we believed in it so much, that we traded even the most meager of raises, time and time again, in order to gain better classroom conditions for our students. Enough: we tried our absolute best to play within the rules, when government after government stripped away those conditions that we bought with our own salaries, even when the Supreme Court ruled that those government actions were illegal. Enough: we have tried to hold our heads high, when we are vilified in the press as lazy and greedy, when nothing – NOTHING -- could be further from the truth. Enough: we have devoted countless hours to volleyball, to musical theatre, to poetry readings, to charity work, to rugby, to yearbook clubs, to student’s councils, to tutoring before school from 7am, to tutoring after school until 6pm or longer, to tutoring kids by email on the weekends, and, AND! to our own Professional Development, whether that occurs on a Pro-D day or on our own time – Yes, Mr. Abbott, we actually do Pro-D. In short, we have devoted countless hours to the children and families of this province, and the thanks we get is one more veiled legislated slap in the face? Now, I’m not so out of touch that I don’t realize that as a teacher at the top of the scale, I’m fairly comfortable. Sure it irks me that all of you folks in the legislature have received pay raises in the last ten years far beyond what I have received over the same period – pay raises which you are allowed to vote for yourselves. Not that I would dare suggest that you don’t deserve it – I don’t envy your jobs in the least. But even despite this glaring double-standard, I would have begrudgingly accepted no raise, if it were that alone. It is not the extending of the current contract in this legislation that has me upset. I am insulted. I am insulted that you have the temerity to suggest that this legislation represents mediation in any true sense of the word. Your use of legislation to enforce mediation, but then dictate the terms of the mediation is nothing short of bullying. How ironic that there was an anti-bullying flashmob on the lawn of the legislature the day this bill was introduced. To my mind, you have brought disrepute onto yourselves and the institution you represent. I was trying to defend the institution of our provincial government to my children tonight, suggesting that it rested on a foundation of elected officials acting in a dispassionate way for the benefit of all. I couldn’t. I am shocked. I shouldn’t be, given everything that has happened in the last 10 years, but I’m shocked. I am shocked – no, enraged – that you would enact legislation that essentially attacks my freedom to associate; legislation that, quite frankly, probably runs counter to the Charter of Rights and Freedoms, even though your government’s last Bill of this sort was deemed illegal by the Supreme Court; legislation that does not “put families first” but which threatens families – no, puts a gun to their heads – and says to them: “we will bankrupt you if you have the gall to disagree with us or stand up for your rights”. Lastly, I am disappointed, and if I’m to be honest, I am defeated and demoralized. And I know I’m not alone. And that’s what you wanted, wasn’t it? You don’t want an improved public education system. I would love to challenge you, to defy you, sir, to say otherwise, to come to Claremont and convince me in person that this legislation will improve the public education system in BC, that it will improve the lives of children and their families across this province, by demoralizing and insulting teachers like me, by forcing a foregone, supposedly “mediated” conclusion down our throats. Sadly, you tell these lies every day, and so my challenge is useless. It is a sad day for me, and a sad day for BC. I love my job, I love the kids at Claremont, and I love Victoria, but today I really and truly thought it might be time to find a teaching job back in Ontario. You may say good riddance – we can find someone cheaper than you to do the same job. But I dare you to say that to my students. That is a challenge that perhaps I could make. ------------- My oldest daughter has been reading Animal Farm at school. (Maybe I shouldn’t tell you this – you will think that it is another reason to bring down the public school system…) After our discussion earlier tonight – and believe me when I say I did my utmost best to withhold the vitriol that must be obvious by now that I hold inside – after our family discussion my oldest daughter paused and, honest to God, said something like: “ Dad, the government are kind of like the pigs on the farm, aren’t they…? Once they get to make the rules, they kind of twist things so that they always go their way”. So, I want to thank you, Mr. Abbott. You made me so proud of my daughter tonight that I want to cry. Mark Skanks Claremont Secondary School Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 5:39 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 21 comments: AllyMarch 6, 2012 at 8:43 PM Extremely well put! Please tell me you have send this to Mr. Abbott??? When will the "pigs" listen?ReplyDelete Ms. HendraMarch 6, 2012 at 9:18 PM I love this letter. I have shared it with many people, and just sent it to a friend who is the Math Department Head in Chilliwack, and a Claremont grad, too. Thanks to Mark for such a well-written letter. TannisReplyDelete 30daysofautismMarch 6, 2012 at 9:37 PM This is fabulous!! Thank you!ReplyDelete AmandaMarch 6, 2012 at 10:46 PM Credit should be given to Mark Skanks as author of this letter.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeMarch 7, 2012 at 8:51 AM I did not originally include Mark's name because I hadn't asked his permission to do so. Since the cat is out of the bag anyway, I will add it now.Delete Ms. OhanaMarch 7, 2012 at 10:23 PM your challenge is not useless, they just want us to think it is... but the very fact that they have to address us and our challenges means they hear us loud and clear.... at the end of the day.. remember you still have your vote.... make it hurt the same way they've hurt usDelete Reply SDMURPHY3March 6, 2012 at 11:22 PM Thank you for putting into words how I feel about the future of education in this Province. I moved my family here from Quebec to avoid the French controversy and give my children a better chance. I am very proud to say my daughter is an excellent teacher, but she like many of you good ones is thinking of moving on. I guarantee you if they pass Bill 22 I will vote anything but Liberal in 2013. Your daugther, God bless her, is absolutely right.ReplyDelete SabrinaBaileyMarch 6, 2012 at 11:53 PM Mark, I would not be where I am today if you hadn't taken me on as a practicum student. I watched you pour your heart and soul into your students - and me. Please do not leave, the kids at Claremont need you! The government should be the ones who buckle, not us. I am teaching 2 classes of 30 for "Essentials Math 10" (AW 10) and I cannot believe how much class sizes have exploded, even in the short time between my own high school years and my teaching career. I logistically cannot give my students the help they need in the time I have, and it is ludicrous to believe such a short time ago they would literally have had twice the amount of time per person, per day (assuming a class size under 15). I had a student drop out of school last week due to lack of attendance due to giving up, which I would like to argue is largely due to being pushed through a broken system for so long. Behind that child I have a long list of kids at risk to do the same... is this the kind of future our government has in store for our kids? Every kid who is withdrawn from my school breaks my heart because I know their educational system (not their teachers) has let them down. Sabrina Bailey North Peace SecondaryReplyDelete UnknownMarch 7, 2012 at 8:23 AM Thank you so much for this eloquent letter, Mark. I've sent it to my MLA because we have the same issues in Chilliwack and the rest of the province. Jody Raabe Mount Slesse Middle School, SD33ReplyDelete EleanaMarch 7, 2012 at 7:34 PM Thank-you for your passionate words... I will be sharing them with my colleagues. Eleana P. Citadel Middle School, SD43ReplyDelete lrnalotMarch 8, 2012 at 12:05 AM In sum, the short term gains touted by proponents of Bill 22 will result in even more disenfranchised youth, deeper and longer lasting negativity toward the Liberal Government and Politics in general, and more teachers applying for disability or leaving BC outright. Thanks for speaking so eloquently to these important issues.ReplyDelete Richard AustenMarch 8, 2012 at 2:06 AM I am also a BC teacher - now teaching in Hong Kong. I have floated the idea on facebook a few times but I will say it here. The government's tactic of the fines is to essentially stop a teacher walk-out. Strikes are illegal. The way to circumvent this action by the government is to organize teachers to hand in their resignations "en masse" including all TOCs (for which I was one). I'll grant you this is somewhat dangerous high stakes game to play - but it is one that must be played if Bill 22 goes through as that bill is a union busting bill anyway. The government can't fine someone who quits their job. We'll call it the "organization" rather than the BCTF and if government wants teachers back they'll have to talk to the BCTF - err "the Organization." It takes something along this drastic action to save the teaching union in BC because I can tell you something right now - the government does not care the least bit about these letters - they don't care about marches in Victoria - The Liberals are sitting back and laughing that they just saved three days of salaries and heating bills for all the schools. Their voters (which is the majority) support crushing the Teaching union despite all the chatter we see on facebook and other social media - we may get support from those friends but those ore OUR friends who arguably ore of similar mindedness on issues like this. I suspect the vast majority of Liberal voters want the Union to die. So it's time to stop the letter and the appeals to the liberal "heart of gold" and realize that that heart is ice. It's not the time to send in the BCTF Poodle to fight the Liberal T-REX - it's time to play some serious hardball - 40,000 teachers resign - effective the day after Spring Break ends. You want the teachers back - you hire them all back under the BCTF union (ie as if there was no resignation).ReplyDelete Replies AlexMarch 9, 2012 at 11:08 AM This is called (or is similar to) 'work-to-rule' (which I believe is what's been done so far...) Yes. It is worth this.Delete Reply RommelMarch 8, 2012 at 11:36 AM Hi, I found this blog once, then lost it. Took me forever to come back and find it. I wanted to see what comments you got. Nice blog by the way.I must take this opportunity to write to you from my heart.I Really enjoyed your blog.I have never read such a wonderful article. Resignation Letter ReplyDelete alientoinquirytooMarch 8, 2012 at 9:18 PM Dear Tara Ehrcke, You have stolen the words and ideas from my mouth! I could not have put it any better and I am the first one to sign up for your letter writing campaign. I have thought for a long time that our only recourse is to resign en-masse or all take stress leaves at the same time, either way there is no way that they win! Thank you for this... Andre KozakReplyDelete Replies alientoinquirytooMarch 8, 2012 at 9:26 PM I guess I should thank Tara for posting this and Mark for the writing and Richard for the ultimate solution! Thanks...Delete Reply alyxpottsMarch 9, 2012 at 7:59 AM "You may say good riddance – we can find someone cheaper than you to do the same job. But I dare you to say that to my students. That is a challenge that perhaps I could make." I had Mr.Skanks for math last year and he's amazing. So I think if you said those things to us "the students" we'd have a lot of kind words about Mr.Skanks and his teaching abilities/wisdom. And quite the opposite of "kind words" for you putting him and all our other teachers through all this.ReplyDelete AlexMarch 9, 2012 at 11:07 AM Brilliant letter! Well put! Passing it on!ReplyDelete Mrs.BMarch 12, 2012 at 9:50 AM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Mrs.BMarch 12, 2012 at 9:51 AM THANK YOU! Well said - I will be sharing this with colleagues in Burnaby & Surrey. Avril Broekhuizen Chilliwack Secondary, SD33ReplyDelete Mrs. D. ThiesenMarch 12, 2012 at 9:59 PM I've shared this on twitter. I was a top university student as well and encouraged to go into medicine but chose teaching...I love teaching, but did I make a mistake? I'm so insulted.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ▼  March (12) Bill 22 and Class Size/Class Composition BC Liberals: You reap what you sow... From public to private: a subtle path What is this dispute about? Putting equity last, a... Walk out pamphlet - arguments for full withdrawal ... Teachers debate a response to Bill 22 Lessons from the US - when unions don't strike to ... Lessons from history - legislation and illegal str... How do teachers defeat Bill 22? Critical thinking and Bill 22 - A teacher rebuts G... What is this strike about? A moving letter from a ... Public education - Christy: it's about equality ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=21772&printPage=true,BCTF News Releases  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2010 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  November 24, 2010 Teachers echo call for poverty reduction strategy for BC children  With the release today of the 2010 Child Poverty Report Card, the BC Teachers’ Federation adds its voice to the chorus of parents, health professionals, and community organizations demanding that our provincial government take urgent action to end child poverty. “BC is one of the wealthiest provinces in Canada, yet it is one of the least willing to act on child poverty,” said Jim Iker, first vice-president of the BCTF.  In the past decade, BC teachers have seen cuts to school breakfast and lunch programs, even as more students are coming to class hungry. They’ve seen the closure of before- and after-school programs, even as more parents are working longer and harder than ever to make ends meet. “Child poverty is one of the most harmful, yet most easily preventable barriers to learning. As teachers, we know how difficult it is for children growing up in poverty to learn,” said Iker. “BC needs a comprehensive poverty reduction strategy which targets all ministries, including the Ministry of Education.”  Iker noted that six provinces in Canada already have poverty reduction strategies with specific targets and timelines. For its part, the BCTF has been tackling this issue in the following ways: Classroom support: The BCTF anti-poverty action group has developed teaching resources including lesson plans, videos, online resources, and a professional development workshop.  Research: BCTF researchers are working with classroom teachers in Vancouver, Port Alberni, Penticton, and Surrey to investigate child poverty in schools and share knowledge about its impacts on students’ social, emotional, physical, and academic success. Conferences: In the last two years, the BCTF held conferences in Kelowna and Prince George, bringing together parents, students, educators, and community organizers to respond to child poverty. School projects: The BCTF funds school-based social justice projects such as community gardens where students learn how to grow food and donate it to local food banks. Advocacy: The BCTF works with First Call, the Poverty Reduction Coalition, and others in lobbying for solutions including: providing adequate funding for breakfast and lunch programs in schools creating more spaces in before- and after-school programs raising welfare rates creating affordable housing ending government-sanctioned child labour laws for 12- to 14-year olds raising the minimum wage to $10 per hour encouraging employers to pay their employees a living wage. “Despite all our efforts, community coalitions cannot do this alone,” Iker said. “We urgently need government of whatever political party to commit to working with us to end child poverty. Children and families simply can’t afford to wait any longer.” -  30  - For more information, contact Nancy Knickerbocker, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell).)
(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/11/attacks-on-public-education-are.html?showComment0751360360866606,Staffroom Confidential: Attacks on public education are working...where is the NDP? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Thursday, November 1, 2012 Attacks on public education are working...where is the NDP? The news this week that BC parents are increasingly turning to private schools was not surprising. For two decades, teachers and trustees have been raising the alarm over the impact of funding cuts to our public schools. Parents notice too, and if they can afford it, they go elsewhere. One of the biggest differences in private and public schools is class size. Whereas most private schools have classes in the 10 - 15 range for primary and the 15-20 range for secondary, BC public schools now have no class size limits whatsoever above grade 3 and class sizes are often 20 - 24 in primary and 28 - 30 and even larger in secondary. This week a group of students put a video online lamenting their class of 50 and how the only way to reach their teacher was via Facebook (http://youtu.be/k0JBv9n5Wyc). It is one of the single biggest differentiating factors between the two systems, and almost always a selling point for private schools. The BC Liberals began the steady  increase in public school class sizes in 2002 when they unilaterally eliminated class size limits from teacher contracts. For a decade since, teachers have been out protesting and striking to try and regain those limits. Sadly, it now appears that the NDP has no intention to reverse this trend if elected. In an interview with the Globe & Mail, Dix said he is concerned about class composition (the number of students with special needs in a class), but not class size. (http://m.theglobeandmail.com/news/british-columbia/dix-firm-on-where-education-dollars-should-flow/article4617274/?service=mobile). When I raised this point at a recent Victoria Labour Council meeting with MLA Maureen Karagianis, she replied that we shouldn't listen to the right wing media, they get it wrong. Not a very convincing argument without a public statement from Dix. Evidently he has no issue with the Globe's reporting or we would have heard otherwise. A few short days later, Dix chose to weigh in on private school funding. Currently private schools receive 50% of public school funding amounts per child. Evidently an NDP government would make no change to this (http://www.vancouversun.com/news/metro/backs+public+funding+independent+schools/7472681/story.html). So is it any wonder that private schools have waitlists? Public schools are underfunded, with large and unmanageable class sizes, and neither party wants to do anything about it. Some of my friends in the NDP say it is ok, the NDP is just being quiet before the election so they can win and we can't expect much anyway. I find this hard to swallow. First, parties win on a mandate, and if you don't state what your values are and what you want to achieve before the election, it becomes impossible to make change by stealth afterwards. (remember the HST). Second, I think the NDP is completely missing the boat on this one. Even the BC School Trustees Association, hardly a radical left wing group, says public funding should go to public schools, not private schools. I believe there is plenty of public support to redirect funding to the public system and to substantially increase funding to schools. After all, even the Fraser Institute acknowledges that 9 in 10 students are still attending public schools. So for that 90% of parental voters, it is just plain old self interest to want all of that public funding going into public schools. But even for those without students currently in the school system, the rise of inequality and the loss of a middle income standard of living is intimately linked to the ability to rely on a strong social safety net. As Justin Trudeau pointed out this week in the Toronto Star (http://www.thestar.com/opinion/editorialopinion/article/1280029--canadian-middle-class-left-out-of-the-growth-equation), key to combating inequality is the "need for a stable social safety net, essential to the middle class’s standard of living and economic security".Free, quality public education is a critical component of that safety net. Funding private schools with public money and refusing to address class sizes in the public system will lead to a further decline in our public system and drive more parents (who can afford it) into the private one. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 12:04 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 7 comments: janfromthebruceNovember 1, 2012 at 5:18 PM I think that no NDP govt should be providing public funds to private schools - that's why they are private! Personally, by providing this money gives a leg up to "private school" to do better than public school. Let's hope that when the NDP wins, it does a "education funding review".ReplyDelete AnonymousNovember 1, 2012 at 10:04 PM Why vote for the NDP? They're not going to change much of anything so what will the difference be? I've always supported the NDP but won't now. Unfortunately there are no options so we'll be stuck with one of them and continue to watch the demise of our province. ReplyDelete K. WalkerNovember 2, 2012 at 6:02 PM Anyone who thinks teachers would be better off under the Liberals, after ten years of watching these scoundrels tear up collective bargaining and impose draconian legislation, is delusional, quite frankly. The NDP debated vociferously against Bill 22. I admit that they have been silent lately on educational issues and I would rather they spoke more specifically about what they will do, but honestly: Christy Clark or Adrian Dix? Whaddya think?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeNovember 2, 2012 at 7:20 PM I don't think any party could be worse than the Bc liberals, but that doesn't mean the ndp can or should support private school funding and ignore class size. I expect a social democratic party to take positions in line with the support and protection of public services, including public education.Delete Reply jimNovember 3, 2012 at 6:57 AM I would like to see the Abbotsford School District try to handle `the immediate influx of 3,000 students if the provincial government removed funding from independent schools. Methinks that it may stretch their budget in capital costs for one.ReplyDelete Eric SlaydenFebruary 8, 2013 at 2:01 PM It seems this NDP just made a worse mistake than our government as far as the education sector is concerned. Putting public funds on private schools? Now that's a not-so-smart move right there.ReplyDelete Joseph PittockMarch 20, 2013 at 1:28 PM This is probably a problem that all nations share. I just can't figure it out why other projects are allotted with the right amount of budget but when it comes to education it is always lacking. It's easy to forecast the number of incoming students but I don't see why the funds are always insufficient.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ▼  November (6) Technology in school? How much is too much Corporate advertising in public schools Thoughts on parent advocacy and the Moore decision... Technology in a 21st Century Learning Inc world The slow death of special education Attacks on public education are working...where is... ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
(20141007,www.huffingtonpost.ca,http://www.huffingtonpost.ca/vikram-vij/vikram-vij-dragons-den_b_5945664.html?utm_hp_ref=canada-british-columbia&ir=Canada+British+Columbia,Taking a Leap From the Kitchen to the Dragons' Den | Vikram Vij View mobile site October 7, 2014 Huffpost Canada British Columbia ca Edition: ca Show/Hide Brasil BR Canada CA Deutschland DE España ES France FR Italia IT 日本 (Japan) JP 한국 (Korea) KR Maghreb MG United Kingdom UK United States US Region: BC Show/Hide All Canada Alberta British Columbia Québec (en français) Follow Newsletters Get Canada British ColumbiaNewsletters Email address Enter Email Address Huffington Post Search Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search iOS app Android app More Log in Create Account Notifications 0 $USERNAME Profile Settings Logout FRONT PAGE Politics Ford Still Doesn't Understand Racism 51 Unvetted Judge Joins Supreme Court 43 Kenney Posts Photos Of Iraqi Children To Make Case For ISIL Airstrikes 91 Clinton: Canadian Help In ISIL Fight 'Indispensable' 44 Canadians Left In A Fog Of War 42 Go to Politics More in Politics The Pulse Stephen Harper You Might Also Like US Politics UK Politics Business Porn Company Has A Raunchy Deal For Air Canada Pilots 3 Sun News Just Lost Its Main Source Of Content; What Now? 49 Canadian Cities Surprisingly Unpopular Destinations For Workers 0 This Is How You Rack Up U.S. Roaming Charges While In Canada 14 Look What China Might Actually Build 47 Go to Business More in Business Small Business Money You Might Also Like Tech TechCrunch Autoblog WorldPost Spanish Nurse First To Contract Ebola Outside West Africa 518 It's Been 3 Weeks Since Anyone's Seen Kim And Rumors Are Swirling 97 3 New Findings On ISIS Weapons That You Should Know About 39 WHO: More Cases Of Ebola In Europe Unavoidable 154 Turkish President Says Syrian Town Under Islamic State Siege Is About To Fall 213 Go to WorldPost More in WorldPost Foreign Affairs World Elections Arab Uprising Afghanistan War Syria Crisis You Might Also Like Travel Impact Living 100 Pumpkin Carvings That Will Inspire You 0 Fried Maple Leaves Are A Delicacy In Japan, And We're Jealous 6 WATCH: HuffPost Readers School Us On Toronto's Real Must-Eats 2 Toronto Dubbed Fourth Most Livable City In The World 0 33 Signs You Live In Liberty Village 1 Go to Living You Might Also Like Healthy Living Food Recipes Divorce Women Parentdish Green Post50 Weddings Style Best Halloween Costumes For Men And Women 0 Most Offensive Products In Retail 3 JLaw Goes Topless For Vanity Fair 0 Bridesmaid Dresses You'll Wear Again 0 Canadian Model Coco Rocha Is Pregnant! 4 Go to Style More in Style Beauty Fashion Celeb Style Entertaining and Etiquette Stylelist Canada Wedding Style Home Style You Might Also Like Style (U.S.) Weddings Stylelist Canada Entertainment Kris Jenner Opens Up About The Late Robert Kardashian 6 Blake Lively Is Pregnant! 30 Mariah Carey Proves She's Not Lip-Synching 42 Is This Where George Clooney And Amal Alamuddin Honeymooned? 7 Pregnant Kelly Rowland Poses Topless In Black And White Photo Shoot 2 Go to Entertainment You Might Also Like Music Celebrity TV Moviefone Arts The Glamorous History Of Pin-Up Like You've Never Seen It Before 3 1 Here Are A Bunch Of F*cking Delightful Artsy Cat Photos. You're Welcome. 3 This Is What It Really Looks Like To Be A Modern Day Nun 8 New Animation-Inspired Art Show Will Make You Yearn For Saturday Morning Cartoons 0 Go to Arts You Might Also Like Books Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Religion Alberta 20 Puppies Found Abandoned In Field 6 Anti-Abortion Postcard Targets Tory MP.. Again 26 Mystery 'GPO Girl' Turns Up In Calgary 3 Major Saskatchewan Train Derailment 2 Dozens Of Dead Cats Found, Another 62 Euthanized 0 Go to Alberta More in Alberta Alberta Politics Alberta Business Alison Redford Calgary Edmonton British Columbia B.C. Teen Killed By Train Was Wearing Headphones, Texting: RCMP 13 Anthem Singer's Fall Is Lesson In Showmanship 3 Pastafarian Loses B.C. Driver's Licence Over Holy Colander 0 Elderly Asian Women Attacked In Vancouver 0 Lawyers Of Convicted Surrey Six Gangsters Want Mistrial 3 Go to British Columbia More in British Columbia B.C. Politics B.C. Business Christy Clark Vancouver All Sections News Canada Politics Canada Business US Politics US Business World Media Sports Education Crime Weird News Good News Daily Finance Entertainment Entertainment Music TV Celebrity Comedy Arts Books Moviefone Life & Style Living Style Home Healthy Living Taste Weddings Travel Parents Divorce HuffPost 50 Marlo Thomas OWN Tech & Science Tech Science Green Techcrunch Engadget TUAW Joystiq Voices Impact Women Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Religion College Teen Local Quebec (French) Calgary Montreal Ottawa Toronto Vancouver Winnipeg Mapquest Patch.com Our Mobile Apps: iPhone iPad HuffPost Live iPad Android Phone Android Tablet British Columbia B.C. Politics B.C. Business Christy Clark Vancouver Anthem Singer's Fall Is Lesson In Showmanship 2014-10-05 23:32:54 Pastafarian Loses B.C. Driver's Licence Over Holy Colander 2014-10-06 20:10:58 B.C. Teen Killed By Train Was Wearing Headphones, Texting: RCMP 2014-10-07 02:49:46 45 Signs You're A Vancouver Canucks Fan 2014-10-04 00:27:49 Elderly Asian Women Attacked In Vancouver 2014-10-06 17:25:49 When It Comes to Jumbo Glacier Resort, All Questions Lead Back To Powerful Minister 2014-10-06 15:46:02 Aldergrove School Playground Condemned 2014-10-06 17:50:31 Vancouver Mom Who Killed Her 2 Babies Sentenced 2014-10-07 13:46:41 LOOK: Stunning Scenes By B.C.'s October Photographer 2014-10-03 14:22:55 This Derelict Van 'Home' Costs $550/Month To Rent In B.C. 2014-10-03 16:05:46 Officer Admits Abusing Authority While Shoving Woman 2014-10-06 18:41:58 Recognize This Photo? Here's The Story Behind It 2014-10-03 16:58:41 Premier Denies Downplaying B.C. LNG Expectations 2014-10-06 20:57:52 Lawyers Of Convicted Surrey Six Gangsters Want Mistrial 2014-10-06 18:59:52 LOOK: Old Vancouver Bank's New Life 2014-10-03 17:52:32 Previous Story Next Story The Blog Featuring fresh takes and real-time analysis from HuffPost's signature lineup of contributors Vikram Vij Become a fan Author, Chef and Co-owner of Vij’s and Rangoli restaurants and owner of My Shanti restaurant Email Taking a Leap From the Kitchen to the Dragons' Den Posted: 10/07/2014 12:40 pm EDT Updated: 1 hour ago Dragons' Den Share Tweet Email Comment tumblr reddit The life of a chef involves experiencing new things on a daily basis; whether it's a new recipe or flavour, a visit to a different restaurant or even a completely different country where I can enjoy cultural explorations that broaden my mind through culinary journeys. I've just come back from my annual sabbatical, this year visiting Turkey and enjoying the sights, sounds, and more importantly the flavours of a fascinating country with a rich and intense cultural history which is perfectly matched by the depth and variety of its cuisine. However the next week and a half will see me experience "firsts" that are out of my traditional comfort zone, in that they don't involve food, restaurants, or travelling, although one of them IS based upon my experiences as an entrepreneur and business owner. This Thursday, Oct. 9, I will be taking part in a Reddit AMA -- which is something I'd recently read about. For those who (like me until a few weeks back) don't know what that is, Reddit is a website that posts and shares information, questions and answers and is visited by millions around the world every day. The AMA part means "Ask Me Anything" so I will be nervously sitting by my computer on Thursday afternoon at 3 p.m. PST, answering questions from anyone anywhere, who wants to, well, ask me anything! I'll be joining the ranks of others like Barack Obama, Harrison Ford, Lady Gaga and (actually earlier that same day), actor Jeremy Renner, to face random questions about food, about life and maybe about my new role -- the other "first" I mentioned... On Oct. 15, I make my debut on CBC's Dragons' Den as one of two new members of the Dragons team. I'm very proud to be included in such an incredibly illustrious line-up of respected business people and to take my place alongside them on such a great show. Personally it's also a real honour to be the first Indian Dragon on the show. As someone who is very proud of my roots, it is a very big deal for me. Indian immigrants have made important investments in this country, both financially and by choosing to raise their families here, so it's fantastic to be represented on a show with such a wide-reaching audience to let everyone know that Indian businesses are so vital and so important to Canada as a whole. These two new adventures are so different from everything else I've done so far this year: I've opened up a brand new restaurant (My Shanti in South Surrey), and I'm in the middle of a major renovation for what will become home to our new Vij's restaurant in Vancouver. Those projects are where I find my own personal peace, despite the fact it may seem like chaos all around me -- in fact My Shanti actually means "my peace." I'm looking forward to speaking with people across the country and hopefully further afield later this week on Reddit and also to working with the businesses I've chosen to invest in as part of my Dragons' Den journey. I feel very honoured to be doing both of these things. Follow Vikram Vij on Twitter: www.twitter.com/Vijs_restaurant More: Reddit Reddit Cbc Dragons Den Indian Indian Food Chef Restaurant Turkey Cuisine Barack Obama Lady Gaga Vij's Vikram Vij Vancouver Bc Business   Click here to view Conversations Conversations Most Popular B.C. Teen Killed By Train Was Wearing Headphones, Texting: RCMP Facebook Anthem Singer's Fall Is Lesson In Showmanship YouTube Pastafarian Loses B.C. Driver's Licence Over Holy Colander YouTube LOOK: Stunning Scenes By B.C.'s October Photographer David Chang Photography Elderly Asian Women Attacked In Vancouver Nastco via Getty Images Lawyers Of Convicted Surrey Six Gangsters Want Mistrial Darryl Dyck/CP LOOK: Old Vancouver Bank's New Life Jason Statler When It Comes to Jumbo Glacier Resort, All Questions Lead Back To Powerful Minister Caillum Smith | Flickr Vancouver Mom Who Killed Her 2 Babies Sentenced CityTV YouTube Aldergrove School Playground Condemned North Otter Elementary Facebook This Derelict Van 'Home' Costs $550/Month To Rent In B.C. Bill Everitt Petronas Threatens To Delay B.C. LNG Project By A Decade MyLoupe/UIG via Getty Images 45 Signs You're A Vancouver Canucks Fan Getty Images Intruder Dies After Being Caught By Homeowner, Neighbour Shutterstock / sculpies Recognize This Photo? Here's The Story Behind It Claude P. Dettloff/CP/National Archives of Canada Stanley Park Pedestrian Dies After Crash With Cyclist Getty Premier Denies Downplaying B.C. LNG Expectations Jonathan Hayward/CP Vancouver Is The Reason Alyssa Milano Quit TV Show Paul Archuleta via Getty Images City Of Vancouver Taking Arbutus Corridor Fight To Court Darryl Dyck/The Canadian Press Vancouver Mayor Focuses On Pipelines For Re-Election Campaign Vision Vancouver Facebook FOLLOW HUFFPOST Email Email Address Options HuffPost Daily Brief British Columbia Get top stories and blog posts emailed to me each day.. Facebook HuffPost British Columbia Twitter HuffPost Follow British Columbia Follow Google Plus HuffPost British Columbia RSS The Huffington Post British Columbia All RSS / Feeds Phone Available on the App Store Android App on Google Play Get it at Blackberry App World Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search advertise log in make HuffPost your home page RSS careers FAQ user agreement privacy policy comment policy about us about our ads contact us Copyright ©2014 TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. "The Huffington Post" is a registered trademark of TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. All rights reserved. Part of HPMG News Use this form to alert a HuffPost editor about a factual or typographical error in this story. Notify message * Required * * * What kind of error is this? Choose an option Factual or typographical Comment moderation problem Rights and permissions Other * What is the correction? 0 count Describe the error here (1,000 character limit) * Type the words below so we know you are not a cyborg Sign me up for The Huffington Post's Daily Brief Thank you!)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=30593,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2013 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 26, Number 1, September 2013   Here’s the thing... Compassionate-care leave Sometimes members find that they may have to deal with situations involving seriously ill parents, spouses, or other members of their family. What collective agreement provisions are there to take leave to care for a seriously ill family member? The teachers’ provincial collective agreement provides compassionate-care leave for all members  BCTF members are entitled to eight weeks of leave in units of one or more weeks to care for a member of their family or their spouse’s family, including a parent, child, aunt, uncle, niece, nephew, foster child, or anyone who is considered to be like a close relative regardless of whether or not they are related by blood, adoption, marriage, or common-law partnership. Members taking compassionate-care leave are entitled to Employment Insurance benefits, and the collective agreement requires the school district to supplement those benefits to 100% of the member’s salary for the duration of the leave. A medical certificate may be required to substantiate that the purpose of the leave is for providing care or support to a family member having a serious medical condition with a significant risk of death. Seniority accrual and benefit coverage continues during the leave. For full details, contact your local union office or see new Provincial Collective Agreement, Article G.2: http://bit.ly/17fcgAG     Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2014/09/tentative-agreement-yes-or-no.html?showComment0751410969995696,Staffroom Confidential: Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, September 16, 2014 Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Despite what I know was a herculean effort on the part of our bargaining team, I very much hope that BC teachers will vote no to the tentative agreement. After five weeks of strike, and twelve years of legal battles, this is not the deal that will restore sanity to public education and it is not a fair deal for teachers and students. Just as teachers in Saskatchewan rejected a deal to ensure a better outcome, I hope BC teachers will consider a no vote to let our team know we have to go back to the bargaining table. Class size, composition The agreement provided a modified LIF fund starting at $75 million per year and increasing to $85 by the last year. It is for teachers only, which will mean a slight improvement in Districts where sizeable portions were spent on Education Assistants or senior District staff rather than teachers. However, in an average size District like Victoria (20,000 students, 1,000 teachers), this will translate into about 5-10 more teachers. That is one for every five schools. To put it in comparison, Justice Griffin's judgement estimated the lost funding due to lost class size language at about $330 million in current dollars. (Read more here about the proposed Education Fund.) I heard so many teachers speak up about the need to ensure that we do not return to over-crowded classes when the strike ends. This agreement does very little to alleviate what is the most pressing issue. Throwing away the court victory The agreement provides a "reopener" in the event we win on appeal our class size language. What this means is that the language returns, but is not implemented until new language is negotiated. Without the actual implementation of the returned language, there will be very little incentive for the government to bargain it back. We would essentially be back in the very same position we are in today, with government trying to bargain it out and us trying to bargain it back in. In my opinion, even if we were legislated back to work we would be in a superior position. If we won the appeal the government would then be forced to implement the language. We are thus throwing away our historic court victory and the bargaining pressure it potentially creates. The reopener is really only mildly less offensive than E80. In both cases, we have to bargain back what was illegally taken from our contract and the government will probably never have to restore it. In fact, the "reopener" creates the perfect opportunity for government to lock us out to try and force us to agree to something far inferior. Throwing away the remedy for the last twelve years The agreement provides $105 million to compensate for grievances over-sized classes for the last twelve years. Using Justice Griffin's estimates, our loss is roughly $300 million times 12 = over $3 billion. I cannot fathom how $105 million is a fair compromise. The BCTF's original proposal to put this money back into the system was a more fair and productive approach. This agreement means we can no longer go to the courts for a fair remedy. Wages The agreement is very close to government's original offer. While I would be willing to accept this if the class size language was returned, teachers should not be taking such a significant monetary loss without the commensurate gain in working conditions. We have lost roughly 12% of our annual salary. We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut. Minimal improvements There are very minimal improvements in preparation time for elementary teachers (10 minutes per week), and TTOC daily rate. The TTOC daily rate change may depend on your grid placement. It could actually be a wage loss for long term TTOCs who are above category 5 and step 7. There is also $11 million in health and dental benefits. At 40,000 members, this is $275 each. Hardly worth consideration in the context of the rest of the agreement. What next? There are a variety of options if we vote no. We can continue the strike. We can choose to return to work and continue bargaining. We do not, and should not, accept an agreement that doesn't meet our needs and doesn't meet the needs of students and public education. When Saskatchewan teachers rejected the first deal which had 5.5% wage increases over four years, the second deal had 7.3% increases over four years. They have said this still isn't good enough. For us, our main issue is classroom conditions. We need to say this isn't good enough. The way to do that is to vote no. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 7:48 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 124 comments: Troy MooreSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:17 PM The EC recommendation states the open clause will be argued from restored language. However, selling our grievances for nothing as the 105 million is strike savings, is plenty of reason to vote no. Further, no composition caps, but a fund controlled by Superintendents is enough reason to vote no. Thursday I will vote no.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:06 PM Re-opener also says "education fund" in place until new language bargained, so old language can disappear forever.Delete Reply Mme RousseauSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:33 PM Government starved us to death hoping we'd vote yes to whatever deal they'd offer. Planned it from the start.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:07 PM We can sill choose (collectively) to return to work if we reject this deal. Many options.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:09 PM Great analysis, Tara! I think that returning to work would be a bad idea. This will frustrate parents more if they need to find new ways to deal with taking care fo kids. USe the money given to you by the other unions. I am a teacher who had to quit for stress over the terrible condition of work (split FI grade 4/5, several low LD kids with little support, one severe with no support, 2 gifted (no support), and a principal who expected me to teach 2 separate social studies AND science programs)Delete Reply Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:56 PM Good points by all but the gov't succeeded in starving my family out and completly breaking us. I will be voting YES and live to fight another dayReplyDelete Replies schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:21 PM 'Fight another day'? In the last twelve years that we have been pushing back against this government, never has the tide tide been so much with teachers, class size/composition, and public education - and never has the government been pushed back onto the ropes (especially with the call for binding arbitration). What 'other day' is being proposed that we wait for? Now is the time. Vote 'no' and give the BCTF bargaining team a renewed mandate to get a decent deal for students and teachers.Delete Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:10 PM "Another day" means to wake up and realize that 2more weeks means my family of 5 could lose our home. It means I will do all I can to recall Cc, Factbender, and other mla's, and maybe even having "a guy I know" have a chat with them. In year 1 of their reign, I don't believe they even know what "the ropes" are. I will vote YES ...for my family, and I can live with thatDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:12 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply Karen FergusonSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:03 PM Just a question: When the Saskatchewan teachers voted no, had they already been on strike for 5 weeks?ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM No. They are working with no contract. They are not on strike.Delete Shannon DavisSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:23 AM I am a Saskatchewan teacher. We are not on strike; we are currently in the conciliation process after voting "no" to 2 previous offersDelete Reply "Mama Rose"September 16, 2014 at 9:27 PM Can we truly return to work without agreeing and continue bargaining? When I suggested returning to work a few weeks ago, the answer was "being on strike puts pressure on the gov't and without pressure they have no reason to settle." And can you explain more how legislating us back would be better than agreeing to this deal? And finally, why would the BCTF executive put forward a deal that was not a good one?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:30 PM Because they need confirmation of the resolve of the membership to get something better. That is what a no vote does.Delete Reply Troylana MSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:28 PM some great points to ponder, tara......thinking thinking....ReplyDelete schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:43 PM If we vote 'no' to the tentative deal we still have options: We'd not have a contract. But we could... a) strike with full picket lines b) partially strike with phase 1 (work-to-rule) in schools c) partially strike with periodic/rotating job action d) continue negotiating e) return to work and re-escalate strike f) some/all of the above ReplyDelete Replies Caroline MackenzieSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:21 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:14 PM a) will expedite matters (I say less that 3 days)Delete Reply danabjornsonSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:05 PM I am thinking that a legislated, crappier contract would only be in effect for 2 years max (before elections...). If we take this offer, then we will be agreeing to this pseudo-E80. Should we win the court case (which we likely will), we will have to settle on the terms of the THIS negotiated contract which doesn't actually restore learning conditions; it simply allows for those conditions to be negotiated. If we say n, then we default to the 2002 contract, which DOES restore the language. A "yes" vote is saying that we are good on "crumbs"; a "no" vote is saying we want an actual meal. That's my understanding, anyway. Please correct me where I am wrong, Tara. :)ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:44 PM And word is IF they legislate, they could opt to legislate back Grade 10-12 only causing the union to have to lay off all teachers and re-hire based on seniority. That will tear the union at the seams pitting teacher against teacher for those positions. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:17 PM There will be a general strike if that were to happen! They better not do this. They will regret it.Delete Reply imaginefunlearningSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:09 PM Some good points on the background of our fight over the past 12 years, which I have been actively engaged in; however we need to recognize the climate we are in. We are not in Sask. people! We have just come through a very long summer!! We need to thank our @bctf bargaining team & recognize the toll this has taken on all of us & our families. I don't have the luxury of more time on the strike line. This may be as good as it gets. Let's read the agreement and consider getting back to work and making some $ again! That's my 2 cents worth, which would come in really handy right now!!!ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:18 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply RobSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:11 PM Go back in work to rule mode. Work this winter to recall every Liberal MLA. ThAt is the only way to apply pressure to these criminals. ReplyDelete Replies Kate RestonSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:03 PM Recall! Not sure who won the battle but the war is still onDelete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:14 AM Well said Kate... I agree 100%Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:20 PM I think say NO and a better deal will be done in less than 3 days. These guys are not criminals, they are lower than that. I bet they get a sick pleasure in hurting the kids and the teachers.Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:31 PM An official recall is in the works: https://www.facebook.com/groups/316129595235450/?fref=ts Please consider joining.Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:26 AM Leah - do you honestly think anyone who voted BC Liberal did so thinking that they would act any differently on the education file?Delete Reply JJSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:16 PM I am glad to see other members who share my views. I am outraged at a 1.2 percent "raise" in salary per year that doesn't even meet inflation of currently 2%. I feel used and abused.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:23 PM Not to mention all of the other pittance! I am actually surprised that Iker asked teachers to vote on this! Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:18 PM Hi Tara Thanks for the summary! Will we be able to vote NO to the deal, but vote YES to returning to work? Will there be three options when we vote Thursday? Why did the BCTF agree to a substandard deal for us? If we vote no to a deal that was recommended to us, the teachers look like the bad guys and public approval will plummet. I am very disappointed and frustratedReplyDelete Replies KataSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:12 AM Public approval will not necessarily plummet. I have seen strikes where the membership has voted against the executive's "best results to date", and ended up with a better offer. This offer is an insult. The $300 million will not bring funding to the national average (I believe). More importantly, the wage offer is half of the average wage increase for public and private workers (StatsCan). Delete Reply MontySeptember 16, 2014 at 10:19 PM Thank you, Tara. My thoughts too, more clearly expressed. As well, Thursday is too soon to vote, too soon to vote, too soon to vote........ReplyDelete Richard ChalkeSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:21 PM Vote no and lose every shred of public support...just sayin!ReplyDelete Replies UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:31 AM I am a member of the public and would support a "no" vote. js!.Delete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:01 AM Richard Chalke, NO you won't! I am a mother with 3 adopted special needs children who need to be in a class that is designed for them and others like them (my kids are academically slightly delayed but their issues are more social and behavioural) where they can receive the education they deserve taught in a way they can comprehend. I will speak now for all the parents I know, and we will support the teacher's if they continue to fight for our children's best interest.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:28 PM It might not be pretty at first, but once we explain things (and I hope the Mandarin-speaking teachers flood the Richmond organization that voiced their concerns), they will back us. The 3 billions that the judge came to is the first I hear about. This should be stated to every newsmedia comment section in the province. Minimize pickets and flood those outlets with commenters, just like the Liberals do. Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:45 PM I am a member of the public and a single Mother of a child in the public school system. You will NOT lose one bit of my support if you vote no. I know that you are sacrificing so that my child can have a better education, and I am most grateful for it. Having said that, I also know that you are exhausted and broke. I have been dreading that you may have to settle for less than what you (we) deserve because the government succeeded in breaking you. I am not in your shoes, so cannot judge. If the vote is a yes, I understand and I am still behind you. Delete Reply Alison RocheSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:25 PM It is a crap deal. It's always a crap deal. Once you raise the stakes to striking, anything else is a cave in. The last time we walked out was the 3 day illegal strike where I threw away 1200$ and got EXACTLY the same contract I had the year before. The BCTF called it a win because they didn't rip up MORE of my contract. Ridiculous. There are a few of us that believe that working to contract, doing 100% of your teaching job and nothing more (like paying for supplies out of your own pocket or EC) is the only way teachers will survive this government. What if they get re-elected again? Then what? Teachers have lost thousands to these clowns to make "statements" about the state of public education in this province. We can't keep sacrificing ourselves and our families. And in the meantime, you talk to parents about why you have to take this crappy road. Because up until this strike they mostly didn't care about the state of education, but god forbid you didn't run a Sports Day. Then suddenly they wanted to know what the hell was going on. Keep the conversation going in schools. Attend your PAC meetings and stop enabling this govt to underfund and overwork the system. And still get paid!ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:20 AM I am very excited at the prospect of returning to my beloved job on Friday. However I will NOT continue to put my personal money into my classroom and I will be seriously reconsidering my involvement in extra curriculars. I think we shoot ourselves in the foot with all the unpaid work we so willingly volunteer to do. Delete Reply FCSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:38 PM I heard a rumour last week from a loose lipped government insider that after the 22nd, depending on the outcome of the negotiations the Liberals were going to announce a 3 step process. I was not clear if this was based on 3 steps to resolve the strike (perhaps the 3rd step is legislation??) or 3 steps to overhaul the education system, either way, they will settle it outright. I wish you all luck and all the information that you need to make a sound decision of what you feel is best.ReplyDelete Replies Lisa BurrowsSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:53 PM I have heard similar rumours. On the 23rd, the gov. was planning on introducing a $6000 per year voucher system for 3 choices: an academic or trades program, or something called EducationCanada. Not clear whether their intention was to privatize the public system, de-certify teachers and hire them back under new wage/benefits. Not clear where these rumours originated from. Maybe fear tactics to get teachers to vote yes. In any event, I plan on voting yes. I signed up to be a teacher, not a martyr. This strike has cost us a lot. We need to regain our livelihood and hopefully continue the conversation about class composition. We have at least awakened many people to the issue, and the court case is still an avenue that could eventually improve teaching and learning conditions.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:33 PM I urge all teachers to fight and say NO to this deal. Retired teacher who had to retire because horrendous work conditions. Make me proud. They will not last long if you say NO! I know this is tough, but there is money and I hear that Van City does offer loan at low to 0 %. Banks do allow you to miss a mortgage payment. Go talki to your banker.Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM Will school districts require teachers to make up missed days, as suggested in the media? Will the school calendar be changing to make up for the missed three weeks and if so will we be made aware of those changes PRIOR to the vote? ReplyDelete KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:41 PM "Wages..... We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut." And that is the cost of going on strike!!! There is nothing that can be done about that. You cannot go on strike and put up the raise you want every week to compensate for your time on strike - it doesn't work that way.ReplyDelete Replies Drew StevensonSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:59 AM I believe the missing "..." Suggests that they meant to refer to the losses against inflation since the last wage step increase. Thus this contract does not allow us to recover the buying power lost to inflation since the last non contract or "0%" year. Add those up and compare against the proposed increase and you see that by the end of the contract, we won't be able to afford the same value of goods (loaves of bread, watts of energy, litres of gas) that we could at the end of the last contracts term. It was not a comment about wages that were lost in the strike. Those are really small potatoes when compared to the grinding power of inflation over years and years. The next contract will use this latest for a bench mark so these losses to inflation will grind at all teachers for as long as they teach. A death of a thousand cuts to our ability to afford basic goods and services. Any raise less than inflation is a cut to the value placed on us and on our ability to pay our bills. Delete Reply Ed SSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:09 PM Having lost $20,000 (including summer school wages) as the single income for a family of five is far too much; I will be voting YES to the deal, unless the independently wealthy teachers out there who wish to continue the strike will pay my bills and mortgage for me.ReplyDelete Replies Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:14 PM I feel ya. Yes for meDelete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:18 AM Ed S. With all due respect (and I mean that), how did you lose $20,000 in the strike? Teachers were out 2 weeks (all out) before they were supposed to be in June, and now 3 weeks for the start of school? It is my understanding that teachers don't get paid through the summer months. Please correct me if I'm wrong, wherever I'm wrong. Shouldn't you have been financially alright for the summer months at least? Also all teachers knew this strike had a possibility of extending into the new school year but no one teacher budgeted for this possibility? I'm truly just trying to get a clear picture of where this all stems. NO disrespect intended.Delete BlairSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:12 AM Kelly, not Ed but if you look at the numbers there was the 10% lockout haircut in May/June plus the loss of most of June and the loss of much of September. In our 1 teacher (1 non) household we calculated a $9 K - $10 K loss so far. If you add summer school earnings you can easily make the loss in the $20 k zone. As for budgeting, we budget for the summer, but did not expect the 10% haircut, nor the loss of June/Sept days which completely messed our budgeting calculations. A very good friend (single teaching mother) was crushed by the loss of the June income and is without a penny today.Delete Mr. SmoothSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:35 PM The only one who didn't get a haircut was Jim Iker... and he needs one more than anyone else. What's with that over-coiffed 70"s mullet Jim? Does wonders for the BCTF brand image!Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:55 PM Jim's hair is not open for discussion in a respectful space like this. As for his salary, he is a teacher who does not get paid when we are on strike.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:04 PM Totally agree!Delete Reply Mr. GSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:24 PM If I thought they could do any better I would agree with voting NO, but you have to be realistic. The BCTF does not use professionals to bargain and always ends up with much less than they promise the membership when asking for a strike vote. While this is not a great deal for teachers, I really think you're fooling yourself if you think it'll get any better.ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:02 AM BCTF needs to be replaced with younger more adept representatives and advocates. Also, we should be hiring professional contract negotiators - you don't go into battle with cut throat corporate types with a wooden knife. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:37 PM This is BAD deal! Say NO to it and show those (expletives) that we will not take it anymore! Come on! Show them that teachers have a spine! They will respect us, oddly!Delete Reply retaSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:51 PM I agree with Richard. Those in the public that are uniformed would be furious, and there are many teachers who just can't afford to use their wages as their voice any longer - too much has already been donated to the government. In my opinion, the deal is pretty lame. I am sitting on the fence.ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:24 AM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:26 AM So true!!! I cannot afford to fight this battle for public education any longer. Why is this my personal and professional obligation??? However I think this deal is weak weak weak. I also think its the best we are going to get. Ideologically I'm on the fence but my wallet will vote YES.Delete Reply SirThinksToo MuchSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:54 PM My wife and I will be voting "Yes" on Thursday for it is the middle path. The easy path would have been for us to go back to school with E-80 & E-81 over our heads. The difficult path would be for us to vote "No" and put our mortgage at risk and having to continue asking retired parents for handouts to feed a family with three kids. The middle path is the wisest choice for us considering the current political climate in which those who do not teach are the quickest to judge it harshly.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:41 PM I understand that this is really tough for you! I almost died teaching a few month ago. I had to quit. Please consider holding on and say no. Remember the short loss in salary will be offset in the LONG-RUn by better salary increase. This is a joke! They will be laughing at you even more if we accept this. This is a very bad deal! However, I do respect your position!Delete Reply DaleSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:16 AM Why would classroom conditions be better on October 9th after being legislated back? We have been outplayed because of our stubborn refusal to outdated, tired old tactics. It is because of these actions that have led us to this terrible deal. Time to reset, regroup and stock up for the long haul. Can't do it if half the members commit hara kiri on themselves. We are a union of professionals not a cult. ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:49 AM Could not agree more.Delete schreck!September 17, 2014 at 9:44 AM Could you please advise which tactics you believe could have been used to secure a superior deal?Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:47 AM Full disclosure: I'm a BC Liberal supporter. The only people who would benefit from a NO vote are the BC Liberals. Teachers would be bargaining with no leverage whatsoever and would be viewed by a large segment of the population as unreasonable. The BC Liberals then get portray themselves as the only party capable of dealing with the BCTF. schreck! says that the BCTF has the government on the ropes, but he couldn't be farther from the truth. The government wants people to view the BCTF as their primary opponent. Disputes like this just shore up the BC Liberal base and protect its right flank. Any half-baked recall campaign will only reinforce that. It's true teachers aren't going to recoup the lost wages from the strike. I would suggest to you that that means this job action was probably not in teachers' interests, especially without any sort of appreciable strike fund. This is the best deal teachers were ever going to get with this government and people should have been able to recognize that in June. If you want my advice (which you probably don't), it would be to spend the next 5 years building up a strike fund, electing better leaders, and hiring a professional negotiating team. Don't bring a knife to a gunfight and expect things to go well. Focus on getting the best deal you can from whoever the government is rather than trying to change the government, the HST, Kinder Morgan or a thousand different issues that distract from education and erode the union's finances further. You'd be doing yourself a favour, and probably doing the NDP a favour at the same time. Also, if schreck! is David Schreck, you can thank his opposition to STV for the last two BC Liberal majorities. I know I do.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:11 PM One step would be to stop making political contributions to the NDP. This only contributes to the childish animosity and lack of trust that has constantly characterized negotiations. How else can the Socreds/Liberals view teachers except as enemies when they so publicly support their opponents. This stupid confrontational immature approach has to STOP!!!!! Education should not be a political fight when it is so obviously a valuable benefit to our society. It was an NDP government that legislated teachers back to work in 1993. Stop making education a political fight.Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:10 PM I don't think they have to go that far. CUPE and the Nurses still contribute to the NDP yet they don't have the same acrimonious relationship. CUPE and the Nurses just make their members their priority, and broader advocacy second.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:55 PM Ryan (possibly a Liberal paid commenter), with all due respect, I disagree with you. The cumulative increase in lieu of this will be better. Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can. I say to Iker, ask for 6% over 3 years because these people love to play the 15% over 15 year game to make it so big on the surface. Some people think that this is 15% every year. Believe me! I have seen it in comment sections. Others believe that the 15% is too high not understanding that they must divide things over the duration of the contract. It is time that we play it smarter. It is time to put the foot down and ask for money given to us by other unions, if it is needed. Banks can accept one late mortgage payment. It would be suicidal for them to not help. Imagine the possible damage if that ever leaks out. They could lose a lot in teacher money. I for one would pull my money out of a bank in support! Teachers are going to show this government that we have a spine! Enough is enough! Aren't you tired of being treated like kids? (Retired teacher who almost died in a car accident because of work conditions that were horrendous. I had to quit.)Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 AM Not paid by the BC Liberals. I pay them actually... :/ I imagine astroturfers of any affiliation wouldn't disclose their bias. "Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can." How did that work in May 2013? If the teachers reject a contract that their own union endorsed, it will make teachers seem unreasonable. Whether that perception is true or fair is irrelevant. It's what will happen, and teachers will be weaker as a result. Take my advice. Build up a strike fund and focus on the internal governance of the BCTF for the next 6 years. You'll be better off for it. Or not. I don't mind you or others making it easier for the party I support to get elected. I'd just rather not see kids and teachers hurt in the process.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:37 AM Ah! The "don't-hurt-kids" card, hey, when you have underfunded education for 12 years! WOW! That takes the cake! Are your trolling? Oh! You are serious? :) Would you be surprised if I don't follow your advice, considering your lack of logic? Would you be surprised if others don't follow your advice? It is ttue that bullies like you and your ilks love to show who is the boss, who is the teacher now! I suspect that is at the root of the problem! No one wants to fail in school! No one wants to get the strap! Sad that today's teachers don't like it too! But, who cares, we are ... teachers! We deserve it! BAH! BAH! BAH!Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:22 PM That's fine. I look forward to another 16 years of BC Liberal government.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:41 PM 16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate! Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan! Sociopaths do that!Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 9:35 AM "16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate!" 16 years of our opponents still don't understand why they lost. Like I said, that's fine with me. If I said the Liberals would be in power for at least another 13 years back in 2004 you probably would have laughed too. Heck, if I told you on May 13 last year that the BC Liberals would be reelected on May 14 you'd probably have laughed too. And you were wrong. Why is that? Answer that question if you want the NDP to win the next election. Without a correct answer to it, the NDP's cause is hopeless. "Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan!" You feel they are flawed, and that's fine. I don't go around calling people who disagree with me sociopaths, nor do I accuse them of being paid shills. But I also don't feel much need to address your ad hominems. There are logical arguments to support your position, but argumentum ad hominem is not one of them. It's a textbook logical fallacy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 1:15 PM Ah! Now I get it! It is all ego-based! You think because you voted the winning party that you are a winner and we are losers! You think because you predicted that the Liberals would win, you are winner. That does not make YOU a winner or the Liberals! It is called DEMOGRAPHICS, you expletives. The baby boomers are getting old and because they have more assets and won't make a whole lot more for too long, they need to vote a govn't who is going to do just that! It is not rocket science! WOW! You think you are so superior when your party stole an election with 47% of the popular vote. That's not a majority and your party should not have been elected. BTW, did you delete from your ethical memory the words Ethnic voting scandal? The field is slanted and you know it. However, you are so willing to minimize, forget the scams and bad fairplay tactics like a sociopath is allowed to minimize or ignore his or victims emotions that you don't see that you are the loser, we are the victim of your constant bullying. 1% wage increases after years of 0% increases and you can justify that when Yahoo reports that the average Canadian can hope to get 2.5% this and next year: https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html You Liberals behave like fascists, but we can't call you that because that's not allowed! Well! Guess what? It is and you are. Live with it! You keep on dreaming you are a genius! :) I am retired, getting soon a nice pension, and laughing at you from a beach somewhere! AHAHA! Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 2:14 PM What's with the name calling Peter? For someone claiming to be retired you really don't show the wisdom of age. For someone who talks about logic, you use logical fallacies like ad hominems a lot too. It's a fair point that the BC Liberals didn't get a majority of the vote (and I'm a very big supporter of electoral reform). The BC Liberals + Conservatives did though, and I don't think it's realistic to expect the BC Conservatives to have been more generous had they been part of government. Last time I checked I just voted. I didn't "victimize" anyone. Perhaps your rage is misplaced. If you think the election was "stolen" I'm afraid I have to question your grasp on reality though. "Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?" I'm glad you'll have a pleasant retirement Peter. I have no ill will towards you. I'm not sure why you think I do. I'm not saying people were *right* to vote BC Liberal. That's a matter of opinion. All I'm saying is people *did* vote BC Liberal. More voted BC Liberal than BC NDP for the last 5 elections in a row actually. You need to understand why that happened in order to change it for the next election. Clearly you're not interested in that though. Which is fair enough. Just remember next time you're upset about something the BC Liberals do that your lack of interest is part of why the BC Liberals get elected at all.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 3:23 PM I love your culture --or the lack of thereof! Guess what, stop thinking averybody is white and must follow your little rules. Namecalling? Sociopath? Whaaaat? And, what if you are? Still can't call you that? :) You fascist right-wingers are big on censorship! I just don't like you giving us lessons on how to get the NDP in. As stated, people are voting right of the NDP because it is a matter of demographics and a little ethnic vote buying on the side. The rest is mumbo jombo. Yes, of course, they will have to go on strike in the future and yes they will have to build a strike fund. The Liberals stole that from the BCTF too! And, you wonder why I don't have any respect for them? Yes, electoral reform is needed! We agree!Delete Reply JJ GeorgeSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:46 AM As a parent, I support the teachers and respect whether they choose to vote yes or no. However I noticed a discrepancy here from other information I've read regarding prep time for elementary teachers. Here it states minimal improvement to prep time - only 10 minutes per week being added. Elsewhere I read that it is 100 minutes per week for prep, increasing by an additional 10 minutes in the final year. That is a significant difference, and worth noting. Or have I completely misunderstood?ReplyDelete Replies Anne-MarieSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:59 AM Elementary teachers currently have 90 minutes of preparation time per week so an increase to 100 minutes per week is only gaining 10 minutes. In other provinces and some private schools they have as much as 45 minutes of prep time per day.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:56 PM Thank you for inquiring!Delete DW ZSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:57 PM You're right JJ George. There is a significant difference around the province regarding preparation times. In my district elementary teachers currently get 100 minutes of prep time. This new proposal is useless to me. I'll have to wait 6 years to gain an extra 10 minutes. Delete Reply UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:11 AM Almost nobody gets cost of living adjustments. Also inflation is NOT 2%. Do some research and look at the CPI for BC over the last 24 months. The average over the last 2 years is 0.7%, not 2%. The CPI changes every month so you cant just look at the highest month and declare that THE inflation rate. Check out the 12 month averages document for the actual numbers. http://www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/StatisticsBySubject/Economy/ConsumerPriceIndex.aspx All that being said I support the teachers. if you think this is a bad deal as a parent my dream would be for the teachers to vote no but continue bargaining because I do think the kids need to be in school and I do fear that the teachers will lose all support if the strike continues. All I ask as a parent is that you do your own research and try not to be swayed by all the opinions. ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:01 AM Inflation for August was 2.1% (http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/economy/cpi-report-expected-to-reveal-rise-in-canadas-core-inflation-rate/article20593943/). The CPI is a year-over-year calculation.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:43 AM Inflation should be looked at as a yearly average, not an individual month.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:34 PM The lawyers do not believe we have compromised our court deal. Our leadership would not have sold us out. We dodged a bullet. The Premier had something loaded even if we are not sure what it was. The idea that we could simply return to work is not guaranteed. I think a no vote could easily lead to the Liberals locking us out again because the Premier wants to crush us and she will use any excuse. She did not want to take the advice of her people and do this deal. I am certain a plan for drastic action (where we have to take the concessions they had planned) or worse - was in place. We can't guarantee the press will do any better job explaining the complexities should we say no. They rarely sided with us in markets outside of Vancouver where people are more political and they often misled or allowed others to mislead. They are not helping and would sensationalize. This would see dissolution of support very quickly - especially if we asked for wages. (Though admittedly it angers me that we can't ask for wages without being accused of being greedy when that is what most bargaining units do). But we have argued this is about kids and while this is not ideal - it is better to have teachers than not. The deal does suck in that it does not bring us to par - but this fight needs to be won with a strategy that is political and capacity will do that in another round. We have some support - but it is limited to the choir. We need to have the pews too. We need to build that capacity while working and continue to find allies because the fight is bigger than most people want to consider. This is about ideology and about privatization. Education always was political but never more so than now and we have to fight this party or the conservatives who would do the same or worse. No teacher who is responsible can ignore the politics any longer. That is simply the truth. If you work in the system you better get informed and you better be prepared to fight until retirement for the system. That said, I want to ask the same question others are asking: Why is this the job of 42,000 teachers and not the job of all citizens who want equality to fight for this right? It is time (while the conversation is still on-going and up to and including election night) for us to guide the public where we can but mainly play our part by not propping the system up. Make poverty known. Make noise about shortfalls, ask questions (in the media or in board offices ) about who is going to fix it instead of paying ourselves, volunteer some but wait for the pubic to step up so they see what schools lack. I hate the deal too. But I trust Vince Ready and Iker and I don't think we could have done better right now. I think we dodged a bullet because I have read everything this government has put out and followed the trail. They plan to privatize and they are just looking for the route. Voting YES for now does not mean we are giving up. It does not mean a win in the way we wanted but we have won a battle that will lead to us winning the war. If we don't rest up and stock up we might not get there.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:57 PM Well, if it is bigger than just this battle, then we will need ALL the unions to strike if they do indeed use drastic (draconian) measures. I say it is time for ALL of the unions to call a general strike. I guarantee that they will not like that one bit. What will they do then? Call the army? :) People in Europe, at the end of the 19th century stood up in mines. General strikes do occur in Europe and have. If you think you had it tough, think of them who stood tall for US in tougher times and conditions. Make sacrifices. Sell furniture. Tutor on the side. Ask for the BCTF money. Ask your banker to help. As friends and relatives. If we say NO, it won't last long. If they legislate us back, let's call a general province-wide strike of all unions. Delete Reply Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:47 AM Between CC's smug smile as she celebrates slaughtered teachers and Jim Iker's goofy grin - seemingly unaware that he has been a willing puppet, I am thoroughly disgusted. Over the next 5 years, teachers will be in an increasingly bad situation financially, classrooms will continue to be too large and complex with increasing medical, social and environmental issues impacting academic delivery. It could not be less obvious that things will continue to worsen. The Liberals have ensured that BC is rapidly becoming the Canadian Monaco for rich off shore interests and wealthy corporations. Soon the underpaid "workers" will have to be bussed in daily to Vancouver - Asian style. The only recourse is to move to just about any other province and bring in up to $100,000 more over the six years with much less cost of living. So we are bailing, encouraged by friends who have gotten positions in Manitoba and Alberta. My colleagues and I discovered through contacting several school boards across Canada that specialist (special needs and behavioural) and secondary science teachers are in particular demand. I want to work in a professional, respectful environment where the needs of all children are considered a priority and where I feel inspired to do my best. However, I want my vote to reflect the wishes of teachers who will be here over the next 6 (5) years, so very much appreciate your blog and opportunity to read the comments.ReplyDelete Bert SlaterSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:11 AM To vote YES will throw away 12 years of effort, and 2 victories in BC Supreme Court. To vote YES will be to snatch defeat from the jaws of victory. If you vote YES what bargaining power do you think you will have - the government will do nothing, and then what do you think you will do - take job action? PLEASE VOTE NO.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:59 PM Time to show you have a spine!Delete Reply RodSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:06 AM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Cool HandSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 AM Wouldn't a 'No' vote be a vote of no confidence in the BCTF itself?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:02 AM Not at all. It is just a message to the leadership we need to do better. The strength of the union is the members, and we support the leadership by giving them direction through democratic means.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:40 PM I disagree. How else can a recommendation by the EC to vote yes be interpreted? Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:00 PM I am sure people will interpret this both ways, but it is a vote. If it is supposed to be a "Yes", because it might be interpreted one way, then why bother having a vote?Delete Kate TSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:07 AM Yes , it would be. I don't think we could come out much better than this with this government. How will a No obtain that? Christy will be happy, she can declare the BCTF gone and roll out her plan to privatize. Delete Reply David DeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:06 AM A no vote would be a rejection of a the court victories defied by the government and an inadequate deal containing some vague promises that won't meet the needs of teachers or students on class size and other important issues.In Ontario elementary teachers get 200 minutes of prep time per 5 day cycle. I know there is financial hardship, but the union has received close to $2 million in donations from other unions; is there no way of accessing hardship funds? At minimum, vote no and return to work on work to rule with various strike options.ReplyDelete Erica JonesSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:25 AM This article actually makes me so mad. It is NOT better for the kids that they have missed almost all of june and all of september. This is what you signed up for in BC as a teacher. Get on board or GET OUT.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:20 PM Is this really what teachers signed up for? At my high school, each class has about 30 kids, with an average of 17 kids per classroom with an identified learning disability. Our district says that there should be no more than 4 kids per classroom.. How do you expect non-specialist teachers to help each student when over half of them require more resources because of a learning disability? Furthermore, are you generalizing the "better-ness" to all the kids in BC? Because I don't think that it would be better if kids went back considering the learning environment isn't up to par. There are barely any Education Assistants, and support teachers for the multitude of children who need them. While I recognize and appreciate your enthusiasm for education, please realize that the public school system isn't a daycare. Also, please think about your words and the learning environment prior to speaking out. By the way, we're not an autocracy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:08 PM I can understand your frustration! Understand mine! I almost died at 7:30 pm one night returning from teaching a FI split class with several students who did not get enough support or no support at all. The principal expressed to me that he expected me to teach 2 different social studies programs and 2 different science programs. ANYONE I talked to knows that this is impossible to do, especially in French Immersion when kids get no support at home and books are often too hard for students to read. I had to quit my job. I did it for me and did it for the kids. I was like a surgeon who is asked to operate on 5 patients with an old scalpel with 2 inexperienced nurses. Predictably, 4 patients would die and I would be reprimanded! Teachers are put in terrible conditions and kids too. I hope you have the openmind to consider the reality of this honest personal anecdote. I also wish you to understand that this is likely not an isolated incident. What will it take? A kid to commit suicide because he or she is not getitng enough support?Delete Reply hilarySeptember 17, 2014 at 10:29 AM It is incorrect to equate lost funding with what the teachers would have received in grievances. The two are not equivalent. The starting position of the BCTF was $225M, so they never expected $3B to resolve grievances. I'm also interested to know where you get your figures on overcrowded classrooms. A recent Globe and Mail article says that classrooms are, on average, smaller than the caps set in 2002.ReplyDelete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:36 AM The signing bonus should be roughly $2500 each: 105 million divided by 41 thousand.ReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:53 AM It is not that simple. The $105 million is to be allocated by the union. The term "signing bonus" has been crossed off on the signed document. Some of that money may be used to pay union debts. Don't know this but clarification would be useful.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:16 PM Just quoting from the CBC news website, "And finally there are details of $105-million fund to settle grievances stemming from the ongoing court case. The BCTF says that money will be given out as a signing bonus, with specific amount yet to be determined."Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:34 AM I think it would be smart to put at least part of it into your strike fund.Delete Reply WheelsSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:55 AM If the money is used as a signing bonus, it should be based on FTEReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:12 PM Yes I am sure it will be based on FTE. The question is how much of the $105 Million is actually distributed. This is up to the union, and I am told that it is yet to be decided.Delete GuruSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:44 PM And don't forget all the retired teachers who are entitled to a share of it.Delete Reply Geoff OrmeSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:18 PM In another discussion of this someone suggested that under BC Labour Law a no vote means rejection of the proposed deal, and that means the strike continues until either: - the union in question elects to stand down - another tentative deal is presented or - the government imposes a legislated contract. I think the last of these is the most likely, and I believe the legislated contract would be draconian and brutal. What do you think, Tara? Also, I would appreciate your thoughts on Sandy Garossino's comments at https://storify.com/Garossino/should-teachers-accept-the-contractReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:14 PM If this is so, in a few month (likely a couple of years), teachers will win so much more with a Supreme Court judgment! It is possible that the Liberals know that the higher courts are stacked by Liberal judges (that is what happen when judges are chosen, not elected). In any case, a negative settlement (or not a great judgment) will galvinize the public to reform the way the Supreme court judges are being chosen. I doubt that any govn't will want that to happen. A legislated contract will make the LIbs look like sociopaths and dictators.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:47 PM Peter I think you are expecting far too much from the public, many of whom are only paying attention to this matter due to kids being home from school. The public are not remotely this savvy on the political process.Delete Reply IslanderSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:09 PM I am a continuing education teacher. We have it even worse and we are not listened to enough about our poor conditions. Those include no prep time (and we do have to mark and do report cards many times a year sometimes and commonly for 30 students in a class), travelling to different schools with no compensation, and having next to no breaks in between 3 hour classes. I worked for two years with no lunch break and taught 6 hours straight (just 15 min. breaks) to be told, "don't complain since there are others who will do it". We then got 15 min. breaks in between classes. Most of our students are wealthy immigrants, many who try to stay in classes as long as possible since the classes are free. After spending a year in Germany, I realize how better organized it is where the immigrants pay to learn the language on a sliding scale, and have to pay for a student book as well for each class. We do not even have text books, but photocopy so much at tax payers' expense. This is not right. I then teach summer school since we were not on a 12 month continual salary and most of those students are also immigrants (at least 75%). This is also free and it is becoming so common and the new immigrants know this is free babysitting and tutoring. I think one main problem is that we have so many new immigrants in our classes who need ESL like this article states about our inclusion style of education nowadays: http://www.vancouversun.com/life/Shelley+Fralic+trouble+with+schools/10203596/story.html I am honored to be teaching and like my job, but it does get exhausting especially since I need two or three jobs to pay the mortgage that I now no longer have.. back to renting since it all I can afford in this city that has become so expensive. And many don't realize that it is very very difficult to get to full time work as a teacher here. There was a formula that made it take about 10 years to get to f/t (now finally changed). I have been without pay for 3 months, and now had to finally rent a place in anticipation of returning to work, so I have to vote "yes", but please keep the comments coming for what alternatives we have. Maybe we have to just educate the public in a better way than picketing; maybe get out and walk around malls and talk to people and hand out pamphlets on how this liberal government is hurting this. Most Asians (probably just the new who are from such a different system) are already against the teachers since they do not seem to understand what is going on. http://www.vancouversun.com/Business/asia-pacific/Chuck+Chiang+Many+Asian+families+place+blame/10202757/story.htmlReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:17 PM First of all, myn thoughts are with you! I think your ideas about using different strategies is smart. Picketing is not a very good strategy to let people know about things. I think using the membership to flood media comment sections would be more effective. Going to talk to the public might be a good idea along with this, I think. Phone the BCTF and ask for support.Delete Reply Marsha HolleySeptember 17, 2014 at 1:36 PM A teachers wife Vote no you have come to far to back down. It is a -----Y DEAL. ReplyDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:45 PM Ask yourself WHY teachers cannot get 1/2 of the average increase in salary of the private sector? (The Libs will tell you because there are sooooooo many teachers, but I also hear that there are provinces where there is a need for teachers!) TORONTO - A new study says that Canadians, on average, can expect about the same size salary increase next year as in 2014. Human resources consultants Pal Benefits says a survey of 401 organizations, mainly in Ontario, Alberta and British Columbia, projected salary increase for 2015 at an average of 2.79 per cent. That was almost unchanged from the 2.74 per cent average increase projected in last year's survey. Meanwhile, in addition to the average salary increase remaining relatively steady year over year, the survey found that the percentage of employers who plan to freeze salaries appears to have stabilized at eight per cent —in the same percentages as was projected in 2014. Breaking down the numbers further, the survey found the average salary increase anticipated in the engineering, financial services and high technology sectors was three per cent. That compared with an average of 2.5 per cent on the low end for organizations in durable manufacturing. https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.htmlReplyDelete "Mama Rose"September 17, 2014 at 9:12 PM I used to agree with you, Tara, and appreciate you bringing these items to your blog to get us all thinking. But after a very long night and day of research and discussion, I realize I will be voting yes tomorrow. Here is why: I don't care about salary or benefit increases. That is not why I went on strike. I don't care if this tentative deal is not good for teachers. That's not why I went on strike either. For me, the single most important issue is class size and composition. I want to work in a classroom where I have enough time and resources available to me to adequately help all the students I teach. And while it is true that this tentative deal will not change anything in the classrooms right now (or at least most of our classrooms), I realized that we couldn't actually make changes in that area because the issues of cs and c is before the courts. When I made that connection and realized that this round of bargaining was really about a "good enough" agreement regarding wages, then the deal seems, well... good enough. BUT, the best part, is the language the BCTF legal team made around the furture court decision (the re-opener). They have it in writing that if we win the court case (which is likely) and when we have to start bargaining class size and comp again (that is exactly what Justice Susan Griffin said we would have to do) we will be STARTING from the 2002 levels. To make this simple to understand, I explained it to my friends using a number line. With this new language, the BCTF starts the next round of bargaining at say a 50. The government will want us to go to 10 or 15, and we'll compromise and end up maybe 25. But WITHOUT that language, we would have started bargaining at a 10 and only gone down from there. So I do believe it is the best deal possible, it still factors in the biggest issue (from my perspective), we do not lose the important gains of the past, and most importantly, everyone gets to go back to school.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 PM Mam Rose, I appreciate your point of view and your courage. However, let me point out to you and the readers that a decision at the BC supreme court might not turn out the way teachers anticipate. We all know that judges are appointed and who does the appointing? "All justices of the BCSC (including the position of Chief Justice and Associate Chief Justice) are appointed by the federal cabinet, on recommendation of the Minister of Justice. Masters are appointed by the provincial cabinet, on recommendation of the Attorney General in consultation with the Chief Justice." (Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Supreme_Court_of_British_Columbia) Now, I would like to think that all of those people are objective, but they are appointed and we know that there are political appointments. They have a lot of discretion over the laws and judgments. I am willing to bet that the BC Liberals do know this and are betitng the farm (or do they know something we don't know) that the Supreme Courts are stacked against teachers? So, I am not sure if we can count on a WIN if we proceed with the court ruling. I think we would be better to negotiate and negotiate a better deal.Delete Reply retaSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:57 AM Yes...no...yes...no...The last two days have been this. I’ve read so many articles and comments over the past few months and, I can say, I have learned a lot. I know this is not a great deal for teachers right now. I will be voting yes. This is why… 1. The children. Without going into the multiple issues (e.g., grad, post secondary, trades, sports, global education/trips, planned activities, those with varying degrees of special needs, those that need a soft place to land, etc., etc.) the children need to get on with their education. 2. The parents. For many parents, this strike is a financial burden. We do not like to be called baby sitters, but for many living below the poverty line, school is a financial relief. Winter is coming; gas bills will be expensive. 3. Poverty. Remember, BC has the highest child poverty rate in Canada. Schools feed and clothe numerous children. 4. The other systems educators work collaboratively with. MFCD, CYMH, foster parents, group homes, and the multitude of non-profit agencies that support vulnerable children and families are bursting at the seams. We are a part of that team. 5. CUPE. While some have been paid during this strike, that money is coming from districts. It was not provided by the government. And, CUPE is a partner in education - from the bus drivers to the tech dept to custodians to secretaries to EAs and so on. 6. Small Businesses. In our little towns, the school district is the number one employer. There is a direct cause-effect relationship between loss of wage and loss of business. 7. Money. The amount of money that is needed to reverse the erosion of the public education system over numerous years cannot be recouped in one sitting. This agreement is a start. It’s not much but the stage has been set. 8. THE COURT CASE. That is why we were on strike. All the other stuff could have been resolved months ago, but our government was working hard to make the court case go away. Well, it still exists. I consider that the victory. We live to fight another day (as rhetorical as that sounds) AND I hope people actually read the ruling and think critically about how a loss could impact the future of the Charter of Rights, and the power of government to contravene those rights. I am guessing we will vote to ratify as so many fear “what’s next?” from this government. It’s nasty business, and I think legislation would be next. VALUING PUBLIC EDUCATION needs to come from a STRONG, CONSISTENT public voice. If we do ratify the agreement, and those in the profession and public think we've given up, we have not. We’ve been fighting for years. We just haven’t been heard… until now. ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:21 AM I understand your point of view, but sometimes you have to fight to get what you want. This is a VERY bad deal, considering: Other people get on average 2.5% salary increases last year and this year and the next and the rest of us get 1% and must feel happy if we do.? (https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html) THIS DEAL is a horrendously BAD deal for kids/parents as well, of course. We are going to continue to be humiliated and be the laughing stock of many people of this province. After a decade of paycuts, WOW, this is what they are willing to offer! WOW! WOW! WOW!Delete Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:30 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Reply Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:37 PM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:08 PM Let's cross our fingers! I think we need a general strike by all unions if CC legislates teachers back. It is time to put the foot down and tell her and the Liberals that, as in the movie Network,"I am mad as hell and I won't take it anymore!"Delete Reply Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 8:26 PM Needs help on some stats for an online debate Looking for the last 10 or 15 years of contractual salary increases in %. So, 1% for 2001, 0% for 2002,...ReplyDelete Children FirstSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:00 PM Well it's all done now. Really hope the teacher's can find another angle to deal with class size and composition as well as student funding. The government will make sure the coming court case never swings your way no matter what. 2nd most expensive place to live in the the world!!! Wonder why and where the money goes??? ReplyDelete AnonSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 PM I'm an outsider, but have followed closely this whole fiasco and this is a RAW deal. Your union hung you out to dry on this one - taking a really bad deal (clearly no one from the BCTF had rudimentary math skills in their toolbox) and then publicly encouraging to the media that teachers accept the deal....what choice did you have - a no vote would have outraged the public. I could go on and on, but the bottom line, in my opinion, is that your union better get some stronger leaders who are PR and technology savvy. Out with Iker and the rest of those who bargained on your behalf - they just got ......well , we know that happened. Whew, can't even believe how screwed you got, absolutely amazing - nothing meaningful gained in the big picture and only very minor gains for a small group of people, bigger losses for the majority.. Wow - I better stop now. Best of luck. Thanks for all you do for our children. ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ▼  September (9) Reflections on the BC Teacher Strike BC Teacher strike - Lessons learned Response to Sandy Garossino Will the Education Fund improve classroom conditio... Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Class composition: a human rights perspective Class size and composition - a short visual histor... Guest post - I WILL HOLD THE LINE Teachers - let your leadership know it is time to ... ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Touring a natural gas drilling rig with @MLA Mike Bernier, and Brian from EnCana http://t.co/AifdJ4H07b" @Teresa_Wat - 06:01pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140925,www.familiesfundingteachers.ca,http://www.familiesfundingteachers.ca/?p=349,#HatersGonnaHate but @FamiliesFunding spreads the love | Families Funding Teachers Families Funding Teachers Because the BC Liberals won't Skip to content About Why Support BC Teachers? Donate Educate Advocate Communicate ← BC Teachers Strike: A History Lesson @ChristyClarkbc’s teacher “talking points” breach credibility zone → #HatersGonnaHate but @FamiliesFunding spreads the love Posted on September 7, 2014 | Comments Off Here at FamiliesFundingTeachers we get love letters. Here are some: “My wife and I are teachers in the Surrey School District, and are starting to feel the financial pinch.  We are not asking for donations, but merely wanted to say how pleased we are that parents are becoming active in supporting teachers.  We really do work hard, and at times I am really disheartened by the horrible posts on some of the new forums.  I keep thinking people don’t value public education anymore.  Your group has helped me and my wife in this difficult time by lifting our spirits.  I hope more parents can do what your group is doing.  Thanks so much!” ~ Paul “Dear BC Teachers, First, thank you all for your brave and principled stand on behalf of the kids in this province! As someone who teaches at university, I get to see the ‘end product’ of your hard work. It definitely seems that class sizes and their compositions in the school system are not functioning well.” ~Nilima “Thank you for supporting teachers in these difficult times :)” ~ Masoud “A huge thank you for setting up the ‘families funding teachers’ website. We were talking about the need for this and then we heard about your site through CBC news today. We’ve just donated $320 – the government promised $40 a day for our two children for this week. And as a next step we’ll be promoting your site to our community list serve!” ~ Jayne & Jason “I just wanted to say it isn’t just families on your side! A lot of single, young people support educations and teachers too–keep up the good work and keep up the fight for your rightfully earned money. Most people don’t realize how hard being a teacher is–but such realities aren’t lost on everyone :)” ~Mike “I just wanted to say thank you so much for your support! It means so much to have the public understanding the reasons for the strike and fighting back against the government’s push to a privatized education system.” ~Claire “Thank you sincerely for doing something to defend public education from purposeful legislative erosion by those that, for the most part, don’t use or need the service. The education of the next generation of people -ALL people- is majorly important.  Social evolution depends on it. Keep spreading the love! Again, my sincerest thanks!” ~Jason “What a courageous thing you have done!!  It takes guts to do what you’re doing (I’m sure you’ve encountered a lot of opposition) and on behalf of all teachers, thank you from the bottom of my heart!!” ~Christine Share the love! This entry was posted in Uncategorized. Bookmark the permalink. ← BC Teachers Strike: A History Lesson @ChristyClarkbc’s teacher “talking points” breach credibility zone → Search for: Recent Posts Who Dat, Who Dat? @BCTF! Rocky Mountain Flatbread Co. & Bandidas <3 Teachers! #MacGyverADeal #MulletOfJustice Ask an MLA: Tough Questions from Citizens Needed #AllAboutTheKids Vancouver SuperRally for Arbitration – TOMORROW! Bandidas donates $2,441.25 to @FamiliesFunding #TeachersHeartParents How can BC afford quality public education? Easy #PotsandPansforPublicEducationRally #MulletOfJustice #LoveLettersFromTeachers @ChristyClarkbc’s teacher “talking points” breach credibility zone #HatersGonnaHate but @FamiliesFunding spreads the love BC Teachers Strike: A History Lesson Take Action! Attend a Rally MLA Playdate Buy a t-shirt! Donate to BC Teacher Food Bank Drive Rally for Change 10 Things You Can Do Sign A Petition Put Children First Premier Clark, Negotiate with teachers Creative Commons This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 2.5 Canada License Visit BCTF Link Love Vancity supports BC Teachers I Support BC Teachers We Support BC Teachers Famous Actors Support BC Teachers BC Businesses Support BC Teachers BC Federation of Labour supports BC Teachers Resources A Fair Deal Better Schools for BC Protect Public Education Now What the Ministry of Education Doesn't Say Why Teachers are Striking Proudly powered by WordPress. Theme: Coraline by WordPress.com.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11326,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2001 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 14, Number 2, October 2001 Looking back 70 years ago In most former times of economic depression, when it became necessary for our public bodies to practice economy, it was usual to single out educational costs as the first point of attack, and, as teachers‚ salaries formed a large part of such costs, it was natural for the cry of reduction to go forward in no uncertain tones. Fortunately, however, in the present strenuous period, through which we are passing, the Department of Education and School Boards throughout the Province have generally adopted a much more reasonable and progressive attitude towards the question. (BC Teacher, October 1931) 50 years ago It is particularly exasperating to know that so much of what we are attempting to put over is being nullified by the out-of-school contacts and activities of the senior students. How effective can one of our grade seven teachers feel his efforts are with the Effective Living program when he can walk down to the wharf any evening in the week and see two or three of the girls in his class hob-nobbing with the unsavoury characters down there? (BC Teacher, Sept./Oct. 1951) 30 years ago The facts are that those who already think they know all the answers, whose minds are made up, whose prejudices masquerade as value judgments are always quite decisive in their actions. The characteristic of a wise and tolerant person is that he finds it difficult to make his mind up or come to firm decisions. Usually he is well educated. (BC Teacher, Sept./Oct, 1971) 10 years ago The government in Victoria has changed. After 16 years of Social Credit, British Columbians have elected an NDP government. The anticipation of change creates electricity. "What now?" go many staffroom conversations. (Teacher Newsmagazine, October 1991) Chris Bocking, Keating Elementary School, Saanich Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "October is #FosterFamilyMonth. Thank you #BC for opening your homes and hearts to more than 5,900 children and youth." @John_Yap - 11:14pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/AboutUs.aspx?id=18888&printPage=true,BCTF > Negotiations 2001 to 2002  	About us  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > About Us > History > Bargaining History Negotiations 2001 to 2002 "I don't believe in ripping up agreements." Liberal leader Gordon Campbell HEU Guardian, November-December 2000 Reproduced with permission from the BC Carpenters Union    Background The existing contract was due to expire on June 30, 2001. Teachers set bargaining objectives in February 2001 and the BCTF launched their bargaining campaign – It’s about Time. Negotiations opened on March 5, 2001. During the April 2001 provincial election campaign, the BC Liberals indicated that they would bring in legislation designating education as an essential service. In August 2001, the BC Liberal government passed essential services legislation which substantially reduces teachers' full and free collective bargaining rights, including the right to strike. In October, 2001, the BCTF held the first-ever province-wide strike vote and a total of 91.4% of British Columbia teachers voted "yes". President David Chudnovsky stressed that for teachers this round of bargaining is about protecting and improving public education, as well as achieving a fair and reasonable raise for teachers. "Our goal is to improve the conditions under which students learn. We want smaller class sizes, more specialist teachers, and better support for students with special needs," he said. BC teachers served strike notice on November 5, 2001 and the Labour Relations Board upheld Phases I and II of the teachers’ job action plan. In December, teachers decided to withdraw all voluntary activities on January 7, 2002. Teachers had amended their initial bargaining positions already during the bargaining process, reducing the wage proposal from 34% down to 22%, and changing proposed language to provide flexibility demanded by the employers. No change from initial demands was made by the employers. Despite this, the BCTF tabled a new proposal on January 22, 2002, reducing by hundreds of millions of dollars the cost of a settlement. The employers and the minister of finance almost immediately rejected the proposal, again refusing to put forward a framework for settlement in response to that put forward by the BCTF. The Imposition On January 25, 2002, "Black Friday," the minister of labour introduced Bills 27 and 28, designed to impose terms and conditions of employment on teachers and strip all class-size, staffing, and workload provisions from the provincial and local agreements. Most of the provisions guaranteeing support for students with special needs were also eliminated. Bill 27: Education Services Collective Agreement Act  Bill 28: Public Education Flexibility and Choice Act  The legislation that Gordon Campbell's Liberals imposed January 25, 2002, on  BC teachers "is everything we feared and more," said David Chudnovsky, President of the BC Teachers' Federation. "Many of our members hoped against hope that this legislation wouldn't be as bad as we had feared, but it's much, much worse," he said. "With the stroke of a pen, this government has eliminated the very provisions that ensure quality education for children." Source: BCTF News Release, January 25, 2002 The bills were passed on January 27, 2002. Province-wide rallies were held on Monday, January 28 to protest the imposition of the contract. The 2001 to 2004 imposed provincial collective agreement contains the struck-through language related to class size, staffing ratios, and other workload provisions deleted by arbitrator Eric Rice.)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=14524,BCTF News Releases  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources   For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development News Release Archives 2014  2013  2012    2011 2010  2009  2008 2007  2006  Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2007 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE November 28, 2007 Teachers launch ad campaign questioning government’s spending priorities   The BC Teachers’ Federation is challenging the provincial government to justify its spending priorities in an ad campaign launched today.  The ads compare the casual acceptance of cost overruns at the new convention centre with the mean-spirited cuts to funding for public education.   “Maybe if our schools were convention centres, they’d get the resources they need” reads the ad copy.  Thousands of classes in BC schools have more than the maximum number of students guaranteed in legislation; thousands, too, have four or more students with special needs.  Additionally since 2005, over a thousand specialist teachers have been cut: teacher librarians and teachers who provide practise, remediation, and emotional support to students with special needs. “As I travel around the province speaking with teachers in their schools and communities, I see the frustration they are experiencing.  Teachers simply do not have the conditions in their classrooms to meet the needs of their students,” says Irene Lanzinger, President of the British Columbia Teachers’ Federation. “What is this government saying to the students and citizens of BC when it can easily find the money required for these huge building projects, yet starves our schools?”   BC continues to lag behind other provinces in education spending.  As a result, the student-educator ratio declined everywhere in Canada except British Columbia.  Education spending, as a percentage of GDP, fell nearly 16%— from 3.8% to 3.2%—between 1998–99 and 2004–05. If the percentage had stayed the same, $980 million more would have been in the provincial education budget in 2004–05.  And school districts across the province are still reeling from the October announcement of cuts to students in secondary schools.  The BC government is clawing back up to $50 million from students taking fewer than eight courses.  “The economy is booming.  Enormous amounts of money continue to be spent but not to keep the commitment made to teachers and parents in 2005,” says Lanzinger.  “Why would our government continue to underfund a quality public education system when the province is amassing huge surpluses?” The final message in the ad asks; With a $4 billion surplus, why is Gordon Campbell’s government shortchanging our kids? -  30  - For more information, contact Kathleen MacKinnon, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell). Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141007,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/bcedplan/status/385924514968006656?screen_name=bcedplan&id=385924514968006656,BC's Education Plan on Twitter: "Are you following us on Facebook? If yes, great, if not we'd love to connect: http://t.co/jYnx4JeTQR #bced #bclearns #bcedchat" Twitter Search query Search Twitter Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Language: English Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Have an account? Sign in New to Twitter? Join Today » Sign In Phone, email or username Password Sign in Remember me Forgot password? Already using Twitter via text message? Follow Following Unfollow Blocked Unblock Pending Cancel BC's Education Plan ‏ @bcedplan 3 Oct 2013 Are you following us on Facebook? If yes, great, if not we'd love to connect: http://ow.ly/24s0RH  #bced #bclearns #bcedchat Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet 5:29 PM - 3 Oct 2013 Don’t miss any updates from BC's Education Plan © 2014 Twitter About Help Ads info Close Flag this media This has already been marked as containing sensitive content. Flag this as containing potentially illegal content. Submit Cancel Learn more about flagging media Dismiss Close Previous Next Close Go to a person's profile Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Close Retweet this to your followers? Cancel Retweet Close Are you sure you want to delete this Tweet? Cancel Delete Close Block Cancel Block Add a location to your Tweets When you tweet with a location, Twitter stores that location. You can switch location on/off before each Tweet and always have the option to delete your location history. Learn more Turn location on Not now Turn off location Close Profile summary Close Your lists Close Create a new list List name Description Under 100 characters, optional Privacy Public · Anyone can follow this list Private · Only you can access this list Save list Close Close Embed this Tweet Add this Tweet to your website by copying the code below. Learn more Hmm, there was a problem reaching the server. Try again? Include parent Tweet Include media Preview Close Sign up for Twitter Not on Twitter? Sign up, tune into the things you care about, and get updates as they happen. Have an account? Sign in » Close Two-way (sending and receiving) short codes: Country Code For customers of United States 40404 (any) Canada 21212 (any) United Kingdom 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM Haiti 40404 Digicel, Voila Ireland 51210 Vodafone, O2 India 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Indonesia 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » See SMS short codes for other countries Close Confirmation)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2011/09/mel-joy-and-bc-trustees-new-approach.html?showComment=1318972117699,Staffroom Confidential: Mel Joy and the BC Trustees' new approach? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, September 20, 2011 Mel Joy and the BC Trustees' new approach? When Trustee Mel Joy won a surprise victory to become Chair of the BC Public School Employer's Association (BCPSEA), teachers were hopeful. Could this mean a change in the attitudes and actions of the School Districts' bargaining agent, BCPSEA? Mel Joy said publicly that she would take a "softer" approach than her predecessor, Ron Christiansen. Yesterday's press release put that idea to bed. It seems that BCPSEA has changed Mel Joy, not the other way around. Here are some quotes from the "softer" Mel Joy approach (http://www.bcpsea.bc.ca/documents/Media/00-DS-Arbitrator%20agrees%20with%20employers%27%20association.pdf): "the BCTF has obstructed the process of bargaining" "they resisted complying with the arbitrator's direction" and, "They need to get on with bargaining and make a commitment to work with us to negotiate a collective agreement so students can learn and teachers can teach without any further disruption to the school year." The implication is that teachers are not committed to negotiating. The implication is also that teachers are not teaching and students are not learning. Exactly where does Mel Joy get her evidence for these criticisms? Mel Joy does not sit at the bargaining table. No doubt she is briefed. But at any rate, given BCPSEA's insistence on "net zero" and refusal to counter any cost item, it is hard to see how BCPSEA has commitment but teachers do not. Does "commitment" mean accepting nothing? Is that what BCPSEA and BC Trustees believe? As to the implication that teachers are not teaching and students not learning - this is simply inflammatory.  Teachers have been very careful to ensure that teaching and learning are paramount and in fact, many teachers report having additional time to focus on teaching, planning and assessment. I have no doubt there are more issues in schools that impact students because of oversize and overcrowded classes than from anything related to teachers' job action, yet the BC government has failed to correct class sizes in spite of a Supreme Court ruling saying they must. The reality is that the job action is impacting Principals, Vice Principals, Superintendents and some Trustees. Trustees are teachers' direct employers and should be much bigger participants in negotiations. In fact, this is one of the reasons teachers want more local bargaining - to engage Trustees in meaningful dialogue about local school issues. We could just as easily say that Trustees are abdicating their role and responsibility to negotiate by refusing to bargain more at the local tables. But regardless, there seems to have been little change in the Trustees Association's attitude towards teachers and teacher bargaining. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 11:42 AM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 2 comments: AnonymousSeptember 21, 2011 at 9:26 AM Perhaps the BCTF should be demanding that Ms Joy come to the bargaining table.ReplyDelete AnonymousOctober 18, 2011 at 2:08 PM It makes me very angry when I read things like "teachers need to get on with bargaining" making it sould like they're the ones that are stalling! Bargaining is a give and take; bcpsea want to take and give nothing and they expect the teachers to give up all. Go teachers!!!ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ▼  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ▼  September (10) Does BCPSEA represent the interest of School Trust... BCPSEA pushing American style "reform" agenda Wrong response to poverty and underfunded classroo... Mel Joy and the BC Trustees' new approach? Good riddance to BCeSIS Cranbrook Trustees re-instate recess during job ac... Shameful cuts to BCCPAC funding show "family first... In defense of compassionate care leave Mr. Abbott - the ball is in your court... Guest post: A teacher explains our bargaining posi... ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=14910&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2008 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 20, Number 4, January/February 2008 10,580 homeless in BC A survey conducted by Opposition Critic for Homelessness, David Chudnovsky, shows that there are a minimum of 10,580 homeless people in BC. Front-line workers across the province, in more than 60 municipalities, reported on their local situations. Chudnovsky wrote to the Minister Responsible for Homelessness, Rich Coleman, asking for government figures on homelessness. When no response was received, Chudnovsky’s office took on the task of contacting cities and municipalities across the province. City Homeless Count* Abbotsford 400 Armstrong 0 Burnaby 180 Campbell River 35 Castlegar/Trail 10 Chetwynd 30 Comox Valley 200 Cowichan Valley (Duncan) 200 Cranbrook 50 Dawson Creek 100 Delta** 11 Fernie 20 Fort Saint James 125 Fort Saint John 100 Fraser Valley (Hope, Chilliwack, Mission) 184 Grand Forks 30 Hazelton 0 Houston 20 Kamloops 300 Kelowna 279 Kitimat 0 Langley 100 Lillooet 20 Lower Sunshine Coast 200 Mackenzie 0 Maple Ridge/Pitt Meadows 80 Merritt/Princeton 30 Nanaimo 225 Nelson 250 New Westminster** 92 North Shore 200 Oliver 100 Osoyoos 20 Parksville/Qualicum 10 Penticton 130 Port Alberni 112 Port Hardy & Port McNeil 75 Powell River N/A Prince George 1,050 Prince Rupert 80 Queen Charlotte Islands 50 Quesnel 140 Richmond** 33 Salmon Arm/Sicamous/Enderby 100 Saltspring 23 Smithers 50 Squamish & surrounding area 200 Summerland N/A Surrey** 371 Terrace 35 Tri Cities 200 Vancouver 2,300 Vanderhoof N/A Vernon 150 Victoria 1550 Whistler & surrounding area 200 Williams Lake 130 100 Mile House 0 TOTAL 10,580 *Except when otherwise noted, these numbers are estimates provided by front-line workers who deal with homelessness in each community on a daily basis. In many cases, they have given assurances that the numbers are minimum estimates. **The numbers for these metro Vancouver municipalities are taken from the outdated 2005 count. In all other metro municipalities the number of homeless since that time has increased by a minimum of 78%. If we were to project that minimum increase on these four municipalities, it would increase the total by 891. For detailed survey results, please visit www.davidchudnovsky.bc.ca.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/advantage/cars.aspx,BCTF Advantage Program > Cars  Home Frequently Asked Questions  BCTF Advantage Discount Car Rentals BCTF is proud to partner with Local Hospitality to provide our very own member discount car rental program, provided for the exclusive access of our members and their families. Why? Because our teachers deserve it. Our savings may exceed 35%, with over 550 car rental suppliers at over 28,000 worldwide locations. Save time and money. Let us negotiate the best deals and comparison price for you. Click here to search for car rental discounts around the world. Happy travels and happy savings!   Avis and Budget Car Rentals Avis and Budget are preferred suppliers for the BC Teachers' Federation. They are pleased to extend to you their best available discounted rates for Leisure rentals—up to 25% off. More information is available here.   Discovery Honda would like to extend an offer to all members, employees and pensioners of BCTF.  Come and enjoy a hassle-free experience when purchasing a new vehicle.  Deal directly with the general manager, Greg Van Es. Employees, members and pensioners can take advantage of this special Discovery Honda offer to purchase or lease selected models at preferred customer rates. This rate is 2% over dealer costs, per the dealership vehicle invoice. You have the right to request to see the dealer invoice. Also, all purchasers will receive free car washes/vacuum for life of ownership and every vehicle sold receives a full tank of fuel. Note: This offer is valid on sales of all current line Honda vehicles.  This offer does not apply to factory order vehicles such as the Honda S2000, or newly released vehicles, based on availability. To take advantage of this discount: Call or email Discovery Honda using the contact information below and identify yourself as an employee, member or pensioner of BCTF. Arrange an appointment to visit the dealership. The dealership can only discuss pricing in person. At your appointment, provide your proof of BCTF membership/employment. Greg Van Es / General Manager Discovery Honda 6466 Bell McKinnon Rd Duncan, B.C V9L-6J4 250-748-5814 gregvanes@discoveryhonda.com / www.discoveryhonda.com     Galaxy Motors Galaxy Motors has 3 locations on Vancouver Island and soon to be 4. They appreciate all teachers do for their children and have come out with a program for our members.  All BCTF members qualify for a $750 discount on any of their 500+ quality vehicles.  Full details of the promotion can be found at http://galaxymotors.net/promotion/bctf/.  Home Insurance Financial Travel Marketplace Cars Real Estate Health & Wellness Privacy Policy Terms of Use)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2011/01/bcpsea-wrong-people-to-bargain-with.html?showComment0751296449118767,Staffroom Confidential: BCPSEA - the wrong people to bargain with teachers Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Sunday, January 30, 2011 BCPSEA - the wrong people to bargain with teachers The BC Public School Employer's Association is not popular with teachers. It was imposed as a provincial bargaining agent in the mid-90's and teachers were denied their right to bargain locally, directly with their school Trustees. BCPSEA has failed to negotiate agreements in every round of bargaining except 2006, when a government signing bonus was on the table. Government intervention has been used in every other case. BCPSEA is not an organization of educators. It's employees are bureaucrats with very large salaries who typically have degrees in HR or business. These are the people that are entrusted with negotiating with teachers to reach the best collective agreements to serve Boards of Education who deliver educational programs in schools. It just doesn't make sense. And it is galling to read one of the first "tweets" from BCPSEA announcing their entrance to the twittersphere: "Spread the word in your District. BCPSEA updates now on Twitter. The first and most accurate factual information on education issues." Perhaps if you go to your lawyer or banker to seek information and expertise on educational issues, you might equally trust BCPSEA. I personally would ask an educator. Local teacher associations around the province are frustrated with the impact BCPSEA has had on relations with their local school Boards. Every time we try to work with Boards to modify our collective agreements where a provision clearly isn't working for either party, BCPSEA interferes. This has hampered our ability to discuss standardized testing, class size and composition, the school year, to name just a few issues. These issues are critical to students and families, and their interests should not be represented by unaccountable bureaucrats. BCPSEA is accountable to almost no one. Yes, they are directed by a Council elected by representatives of school Trustees. But that is a far cry from the type of accountability that locally elected Trustees have. We used to negotiate directly with these locally elected Trustees. If a Board did something unpopular in the community, the Trustees would know come the next election. In contrast, BCPSEA employees never answer to the public. A parent can phone their Trustee. They would have trouble getting in touch with their BCPSEA representative and they would have even more trouble having them listen and act on their concern. It is interesting that the one small piece of accountability there is - the election of the Chair by Trustee reps - actually got exercised this weekend. In a suprise "upset" (as Janet Steffenhagen called it), former Chair Ron Christensen was ousted and replaced by Mel Joy at last weekend's BCPSEA Annual General Meeting. I hope this was a response to the decades long failure of BCPSEA to act in a way that assists and improves Boards' ability to deliver quality education. Teachers are hoping this round to bargain a whole lot more with our local Boards. We believe that sensible solutions to local issues that will serve the local community are best made by those who live and work there and understand the needs. They are best developed by those directly elected by the parents and citizens in that community. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 8:47 AM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 17 comments: TobeyJanuary 30, 2011 at 9:30 AM Beautiful! Glad to see the BCPSEA problematized! They definitely do *not* represent the interests of the public, the values of professional educationists, or the needs of students. The class and power dynamics here are critical; but, sadly, many of us ignore or avoid the implications of stratified power. For instance, look at how de-fanged May Day has become - a holiday which commemorates the solidarity and legitimacy of labour militancy has come to be purveyed as a 'day for relaxation'. Discussions of class and power may not be in the interests of the elite, but for those of us in the trenches it's an absolute necessity. Cheers for highlighting this particular lack.ReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 30, 2011 at 8:45 PM Hi Tara, This is Silas White, elected trustee director at BCPSEA, also board chair on the Sunshine Coast. For both positions I feel very accountable to the public, part of which is trying to follow any concerns and feedback expressed online... But there are more similarities between my provincial and local roles, too. Locally and provincially, accountable trustees set direction for bargaining. But also both locally and provincially, boards delegate the actual daily work of bargaining and labour relations to professional staff. There is some local bargaining for teachers (we do a lot on the Sunshine Coast) and of course support staff, and in these cases again trustees may set direction but don't necessarily sit at the bargaining table. Boards typically have 0-2 trustees involved, and their roles are to liaison with the board and represent general board direction but not to do the legwork of bargaining. Just like BCPSEA, HR professionals and other hired staff do this. As far as "educators" go, I expect you're not suggesting that teachers should be bargaining with teachers, but rather that a superintendent or principal is often on a local team. Provincially, BCPSEA has a seconded superintendent on its team: Mike Roberts from Central Okanagan. Other BCPSEA staff including Hugh Finlayson and Jacquie Griffiths also used to work for school districts; if they still did under a local bargaining model, they'd be doing that work locally for trustees rather than provincially for trustees. Also, we all need to be realistic that the provincial government is a key player because it funds boards and also regulates both provincial and local bargaining, and numerous other aspects of education, with provincial legislation. So importantly, BCPSEA also has this representation at the table (though the majority is still trustees). As a trustee rep I feel my effectiveness at BCPSEA would be drastically reduced if we were left to merely speculate on government activity in relation to our discussions. Finally, the election yesterday was a positive response to Mel's candidacy rather than a negative response to Ron's. Ron has been instrumental and visionary in encouraging a younger generation of trustees, and evidently people felt it is time for this new leadership to step forward. It was bound to happen sometime, and such a generational shift will inevitably happen in other organizations, too. Maybe quite suddenly, like this was. But an election of a new chair simply cannot change BCPSEA's role, mandate and structure, which was set by the Clark government in 1994. BCPSEA does so happen to be the provincial bargaining agent to represent boards in teacher bargaining, which seems to be your main complaint about the organization... However, I do think if there is going to be a change we could all start by being a lot less adversarial. You mention the connection to parents, citizens, community and I can definitely confirm as someone elected by those people that their first wish in these matters is for both sides to cut down on the political rhetoric and work out some solutions for the best interests of our students and public education. Personally, I feel this can be accomplished at the provincial table, but I'm also open to a BCTF-BCPSEA discussion on the split of provincial/local matters. (I should also mention I appreciate your portrayal of boards in this posting much more than in your last posting.)ReplyDelete Jason ScottJanuary 30, 2011 at 10:34 PM Hi Tara, thanks for blogging. I like to hear your perspective, though personally I feel there are quite a few black-and-white statements in your posts. I'm a parent and a trustee (sd46-funnily enough same as SW above); but I'm also just a person who cares about education like you, and I assume you're open to questions since you're in the blogosphere. I'm curious about this statement that I've heard a few times lately: "BCPSEA has failed to negotiate agreements in every round of bargaining except 2006" Hasn't BCTF also failed to negotiate agreements in every round of bargaining except 2006? Only seems fair to mention that both sides failed to reach agreements. No? J ScottReplyDelete Tara EhrckeJanuary 31, 2011 at 8:12 AM Thanks for the thoughtful comments. A few responses. When we negotiate issues locally we talk to Superintendents, Associates and Principals. While we may have different viewpoints, we all share a common knowledge of life in schools. That is the piece missing when discussing issues with HR managers or lawyers or professional bargainers. It is fine to talk about salary with an HR manager, but when we discuss school based teams, or staff committees, it is essential I believe to have that common framework for discussion. You mention that Boards delegate bargaining to staff. That has not been the history in Victoria and I believe many districts. We always had Trustees (up to three at a time even!) sit directly on the district's local bargaining team. Yes the province is a player. That is why we believe the Province should provide a funding envelope for local Boards to use to bargain locally. This was the model adopted in Ontario and was very successful in allowing local Boards to allocate those resources in ways that made sense for the teachers and communities. Maybe in some Districts this will go to upgrade teacherages. Maybe in others to enhance funding for travel costs for professional development, for example. Trustees do direct BCPSEA, and if they thought BCPSEA was broken they could withhold their fees/participation. Boards of Education had two substantive functions at their inception: taxation and bargaining (a form of management right). Both have been removed. This, in my opinion, deprives them of much of the significant decision making authority which ought to come with that elected office. They are not functions which have been stripped from municipalities. But school Boards have become less and less relevant under this governance model. This is a shame, as they are one of the key forms of democratic control at the local level. On J Scott's remark about failing to negotiate. I think it is hard to blame teachers for "failing" when we have been unilaterally legislated back to work. This happened in 2002 and again in 2005. It is my honest belief that BCPSEA knew government would do this and that as a result they did not bargain meaningfully. If you would like some concrete evidence, please take a look at the court case taking place over Bill 27 and 28, in which the BCTF introduced evidence that showed the direct relationship between government legislation and BCPSEA bargaining. You can find details on the BCTF web site.ReplyDelete Jason ScottJanuary 31, 2011 at 12:24 PM Thanks for furthering the dialogue. I respect your opinion, and I'm not here to refute that. I'm just saying that when two parties (or groups) fail to reach an agreement in negotiations, both "sides" need to take responsibility for that. It's the only way to move forward, in my opinion. J ScottReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 31, 2011 at 4:05 PM PART 2 (from Silas): There are no board fees for BCPSEA so the structural accountability component is largely through the election of trustees to the board of directors. And if trustees felt BCPSEA was broken we would definitely hear about it. Trustee and board participation in the Rep Council and AGM last week was more positive and extensive than I've ever seen it. I believe only one or two boards out of 60 weren't represented, due to conflicting schedules. I can relate to your governance comments, though at the same time I understand why the Province made these changes: equity. I live in a region (and time) where building public support for school taxes would be brutal because about half our population is over the age of 50. In regions where a higher proportion of the population is directly connected to public education, or likewise just has more per-capita wealth than others, a board would be able to raise more taxes and offer better programs to their students than in other districts. Bargaining is similar: as far as the distribution of funds goes, it needs to be equitable. Secondly, certainly salary harmonization and also some common working conditions, processes and other practices among teachers throughout the province would also be impossible under local bargaining. And how about porting of seniority and sick leave? I realize I'm now referring to the extreme of full local bargaining, but it seems as though you are, too, especially with the funding envelope suggestion. As far as a BCTF-BCPSEA discussion on the current provincial-local split goes, as I said before that is not a bad thought. I can speak from personal experience, though, that my district conducts quite a lot of mid-contract modification bargaining and we and our local never seem to run out of issues to work on that are already classified as local. But I also understand that the BCTF feels there can be too many restrictions around the current process for local bargaining, which would also inevitably be part of any discussion on the split.ReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 31, 2011 at 4:06 PM Hi Tara, Silas here again, still needing to get a WordPress or Google sign-in. And responding in 2 parts! (guess I just need my own blog) PART 1: At the provincial level, the role of the seconded superintendent will certainly be to represent that common knowledge of life in schools, and to share it with the rest of the bargaining team. It has also been (and will continue to be) to connect with superintendents and principals around the province to strengthen that commonality and knowledge at the table. He is one person, but on the other hand he has been seconded to focus on representing that educational perspective in bargaining and labour relations -- so he isn't juggling hundreds of other non-bargaining demands and urgent issues like a local superintendent would be during local bargaining. And this is actually one of local boards' greatest concerns re: local bargaining. When we have all our superintendents and other key staff focused on bargaining throughout the province (in addition to the teacher reps, of course) it can be a serious drain on the daily operations and educational focus of our system. In some districts, it simply isn't practicable. So why don't only the trustees bargain, then? Well we don't have that firsthand classroom/school knowledge you talk about. And I say this as someone who has been relatively active in local bargaining. But in addition to that classroom knowledge it is just as important to have school district HR professionals involved because they're the ones who deal with the collective agreement every day, probably have the most year-round contact with local presidents such as yourself, are most aware of all recent grievances, etc. So these HR professionals are involved at the provincial stage just as they would be at local tables. As I mentioned, I'm in a district where trustees are more involved than many others in bargaining -- and yet we certainly don't do the legwork because we aren't immersed in either the classroom or collective agreement as our daily work. I like to think we contribute valuable input to our team, but realistically teachers aren't "bargaining with the trustees." Although, I am interested in the Victoria model you mention so will check into it with present and past Victoria trustee associates. But realistically, the Victoria experience is not what most teacher locals would be looking at in local bargaining today. Just take a look at support staff tables or mid-contract modification tables, and you won't find many trustees. Re: the funding envelope idea, the other side of this is that it can hang boards out to dry when there isn't much to offer from provincial coffers, or in the present case, when there is net-zero to offer. So the centralization of a situation like this, when we're all under these very same conditions set by the province anyway, and there really isn't any flexibility to make the localized decisions like the examples you provided, makes a lot of sense.ReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 31, 2011 at 4:08 PM Sorry those appeared backwards! Read the bottom one first.ReplyDelete Tara EhrckeFebruary 1, 2011 at 7:56 AM Hi Silas - We are not proposing the "big" money items at the local table...salary and benefits. Although there is a case to be made by Boards that these should be. In a remote District a Board might want higher salaries to attract teachers. Salaries are not harmonized right now - they vary quite a bit from district to district. Nor are benefits. The equity piece is dealt with through the funding envelope - it needs to be allocated in an equitable fashion (eg. per FTE student). My point about funding was not that I want local taxation back, just that the general model has been to strip Boards of their powers. I agree with you that equitable distribution is essential with respect to the funding. In fact, many of the current grant structures (e.g. Community Link) and the funding provided by International students and parent fundraising still create considerable inequity in the funding available to Boards and schools. The funding model was originally changed for equity reasons (after the Cameron Commission in the late 40's). But other parts of the governance model that have changed are about stripping Boards of their relevance, and bargaining is one of them. Victoria negotiated porting of sick leave way back in the 90's locally. No need to do this provincially. And many of us don't like portability of seniority here! Many of the items we want to bargain are not even cost items. Of our thirty odd priorities less than half are money items and many of the money items are small money items. For example, we would like to increase the allotment of PD funds to teachers. We currently receive $87 per year. Meanwhile, administrators get close to $1000. If there has been room in the budget to increase administrator PD funds, why not teacher? Doubling our PD funds would cost the District less than $100,000 - a small money item in a $170 million budget. Or why not redistribute that same funding equitably to all educators? We would like language defining health and safety committees - no cost. A parental complaint process - no cost. I could go on. In fact, the costs to Board arise when these issues are not dealt with. They end up as grievances and the money goes to lawyers and arbitrators. Our Board is spending close to half a million dollars a year in litigation with us, when they should be just bargaining with us to develop long term solutions to these local problems.ReplyDelete SilasFebruary 2, 2011 at 12:20 PM Hi Tara, Your earlier connection of local taxation to local bargaining is apt. Without local taxation trustees lost autonomy in many areas, but as I said before from a provincial perspective it created some necessary equity for students. When I look at only my district and my position, the more autonomy the better; provincially, though, there is some equity for both students and employees that can be achieved through some centralization. I've heard stories from the glory days of local bargaining in the 70s and 80s and from the employer's side taxation somewhat drove the whole exercise. Sometimes proposals would need to be costed out by how much taxes would need to be raised. But without this notion/utility as part of the formula, those glory days just aren't so romantic anymore. A lot of the control is going to be provincial anyway, so having 60+ provincial tables going may not be the best use of our local resources (your local as well as your district). [And I do understand your cited envelope model--though governance for Ontario boards is structured in a way that they have complementary autonomy and independence in other areas, too, compared to us, so I'm not sure it could work so well here.] But you're absolutely right that this situation has come about as a result of lessened autonomy -- but that issue isn't going to get solved within the current structure. That would need to come from outside, by whom we elect and influence as MLAs. That is an entirely different process and chances are that trustees and teachers have a lot in common regarding what they'd like to see happen provincially (simply more support for public education, for starters). On a quick count, my local CA has about 106 articles, about 35 of which are provincial. PD funds are already local are they not? Same with health & safety? I don't believe we have a complaint process in our CA, but that surely isn't a provincial item. So if these items are already on the local table, is BCTF support for local bargaining actually indicative of dissatisfaction with *LOCAL* bargaining as it stands? Maybe there is a more effective way of addressing this underlying concern than expanding local bargaining, which seems counterintuitive? SilasReplyDelete Tara EhrckeFebruary 8, 2011 at 1:08 PM Not that I can speak for the BCTF, but as a local President I can say that we are frustrated both by how little is at the local table (pd funds are not at the local table, nor are stipends for committees, nor are parental complaints - have a look at Appendix 1 and 2 of the LOU #1 in your teacher collective agreement) and also that every time we try to have local negotiations we are told "BCPSEA told us not to". It is like trying to negotiate with the people who are not really in charge. I hope there will be support from Trustees for increased local bargaining because I think we both have things to gain.ReplyDelete Silas WhiteFebruary 9, 2011 at 6:44 PM All the more reason for a BCTF-BCPSEA discussion on the split, as our working document (at least in SD#46) is unclear. Appendix 1 & 2 do not line up with other local/provincial designations in our document. However "Health and Safety Committee" is consistently designated local. The "BCPSEA told us not to" phenomenon is troubling, as we can probably both agree that it doesn't sound much like real local bargaining. Neither does "BCTF head office told us not to," but I will acknowledge that boards seem to fall back on that former excuse a bit too much. But with more local bargining, you'd just hear it FAR MORE, and BCPSEA would be busier than ever. The biggest reason for "BCPSEA told us not to" is that districts don't have enough resources to handle the current assignment of support staff and limited teacher bargaining. Many of us lean heavily on BCPSEA's advice to the point where I'm sure it almost seems as though BCPSEA is directing local bargaining, which should not be happening. But boards have made it clear to BCPSEA that we can't all handle more local bargaining, and in fact the more that can be dealt with at the provincial table, the better. That said, boards would undoubtedly be willing to listen to arguments that some matters would best be handled split up 60 different ways because of varying unique circumstances across the province; as you've pointed out before, this is really what board governance of education in BC is all about. A discussion about how and why some matters could reasonably be sent to local tables could conceivably be a way to "increase local bargaining" as you're hoping for. Hopefully such a discussion will be the next step.ReplyDelete AnonymousMarch 10, 2011 at 5:33 PM Wow. I stumbled across this blog while doing research and the conversation reflects the reason I left BC politics/schools. Teachers want more money and do less, and use the "it's for the children" bleeding heart card. Well, teachers are over paid and unreliable. Our daughter is in Vancouver and we have a 2 week spring break. THis is only two months after x-mass break, and only 3 months before summer holidays. We've had to find day care for so called PD days, that oddly coincide with long weekends. I'd like to see teachers get a grip on reality and stop and get real work where they are expected to show up 5 days a week and only get a few weeks of holidays a year, not 12 - 14 , and to do it without a pension. Teachers have become a leach on th epublic purse, are no longer professional (given up when unionized), and is out of touch with the people who PAY their salaries.ReplyDelete AnonymousMarch 25, 2011 at 5:33 AM There will come a time (and I hope it's a long way off) where few will step forward to become teachers, and even less to become students.ReplyDelete AnonymousMay 14, 2011 at 8:35 AM Hey here's a novel approach, why not bargain in good faith and quit breaking United Nations and BC Laws? The BC Supreme Court just raked BCPSEA and the govt over the coals for all you've done to my profession. Hers a novel idea, why not bargain in good faith without a ministry dictated agenda? Us teachers all read the recent Supreme Court decision, and guess what people? There wont be another legislated agreement (oxymoron) again in this province. Oh and by the way, for the person who thinks this is a cushy do nothing job, when was the last time you taught 32 kids in a room, one of them legally blind, three identified as ADHD, one also ESL all by yourself? You think doing that and everything else my colleagues and I do is easy? Go get your 5.5 years university education, and you get on in there buddy, and relish your starting take home pay of about 2500 a month.... WOOT WOOT. I dare ya. Its easy to sit on the sidelines and bash teacher isn't it? WHy not, the government does it? How much time have you spent volunteering and helping in your children's schools over the past 5 years? Something everyone needs to consider here, from Wisconsin through to BC, is 70 percent of us whom teach your kids are getting ready to retire in the next 7 years. Hows teacher training and enrollment doing at the BC universities? got lots of potential replacements there now? You better. Do you even care about quality education and our future as a society? Get real, who would go into teaching when you cant even afford to live in Vancouver or the Valley on what a teacher makes. Get real people. Ps...... I can see the 18th green from my living room window, and you shall reap what you sow, so good luck with all this. Im one of the lucky ones getting out of the profession in the next three years. Ill be greeting you at Walmart and playing golf soon. I cant wait to be done with all this garbage. Thanks for ruining the whole concept of being a teacher for many of us, you gutted my passion, made it just a job, and when I complained to my MLA, he told me to find another job. So I did, I quit doing extra curricular ( stuff we do for free) and started my own company and took my skills elsewhere after 3:15 pm. Now you the public, have to pay for what I can offer, outside of the school I work in. Thanks for the advice Mr. MLA, now I can sit on the other side of the fence and just laugh at all the hypocrisy, lying, and cheating being modeled openly for all in society to learn from. Well done. Cheers : )ReplyDelete AnonymousSeptember 22, 2011 at 12:23 AM I am very curious about the costs & salaries at BCPSEA. I can't find anything online about what people--from the "CEO" down to the rank & file at BCPSEA are paid. All I could find when I searched salaries & BCPSEA were teachers' salaries. How much are BC taxpayers paying out annually to this organization? I'd really like to know. A supporter of public education & democracy.ReplyDelete AnonymousNovember 23, 2011 at 9:38 AM I too am very curious as to the compensation packages of all employees at BCPSEA and very curious as to why I can't find this information. They are 'ranked' as one of BC's 'best' employers so it goes without saying that the public should know why. The only firm piece of data I can find is that they cover 100% of employee benefits. Perhaps passing on what makes them 'best' to all those they bargain with would be a good place to start on the road to great.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ▼  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ▼  January (13) What can the revolution in Egypt teach us about 21... BCPSEA - the wrong people to bargain with teachers... BCPSEA discusses bargaining, media and the wired w... Is this the first crack in the BC government's wag... Teacher bargaining in the news What will "personalized" learning look like? A cyn... Has Margaret MacDiarmid forgotten about report car... One Grade Four Teachers Feelings on the FSA Victoria schools pressure parents not to withdraw?... Educators twitter on what learning in the 21st cen... FSAs, Merit Pay, Awards - Why rankings have no pla... Friedman or Finland?: Why we shouldn't rank school... A New Year, A New Attack on Teachers? ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13550,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 20, Number 1, September 2007 Vancouver teachers contract first to include support for transgender employees "We are very proud to have the first teachers collective agreement in the province to include antidiscrimination language that recognizes discrimination on the basis of gender identity," says Glen Hansman, president of the Vancouver Elementary School Teachers Association (VESTA). "There may not even be another one in Canada." VESTA and its secondary counterpart, Vancouver Secondary Teachers Association (VSTA), bargain collectively as the Vancouver Teachers Federation. They signed a memorandum of agreement with the Vancouver School Board recently that was ratified by teachers on April 12, 2007. No other teachers contract in BC mentions gender identity. "As teachers, we have been very active for the past five years working with management and trustees of the Vancouver School Board to make schools welcoming for all members of our school community," says Hansman. "Having this new language is a significant step in protecting transidentified and gender non-conforming employees against transphobia and other forms of harassment." Significantly, the new contract language states that nothing "requires the affected employee to actually possess a characteristic that is the basic for discrimination." "Because of the Azmi Jubran vs North Vancouver School Board case, we thought it was important for this point to be specifically stated in our collective agreement," says Hansman. "Thanks to Jubrans persistence, it is absolutely clear now that one does not have to be a person of colour to be affected by racism; that one does not have to be gay to be a victim of homophobia, and our new collective-agreement language reflects that." "Collective bargaining is an important form of social justice work" says Hansman, "and we are very happy to have achieved this at the local level for our teachers." For more information, contact Glen Hansman at 604-873-8378 (Monday-Friday), 604-813-5318 (cell), or glen@vesta.ca. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9154,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 19, Number 1, September 2006 World Peace Forum: For the sake of the children by Murray Corren Following her riveting presentation at the World Peace Forum in June, I had the honour of interviewing children’s literature author, Deborah Ellis. "Deborah is that all too rare artist whose deeply rooted sense of social justice is manifest in writing that is lively, lucid, and highly entertaining. In settings as diverse as Afghanistan, Malawi, Bolivia, medieval Paris, and Regent Park in Toronto, her novels chronicle the lives of youngsters faced with enormous challenges," was the verdict of the Vickey Metcalf Award for Children’s Literature jury. This extraordinary writer is a long-time women’s rights and anti-war activist who has authored socially engaging novels about children living in environments of violence, conflict, and earth-shattering calamities. However, anyone reading her work will also be deeply touched by the extraordinary and uplifting acts of courage by her child-heroes. Of herself, Deborah says, "My books reflect the heroism of people around the world who are struggling for decent lives. It has been a real privilege for me to sit with people in many parts of the world and learn how their lives have been drastically altered by war or disease, and how they try to remain kind in spite of it all. This has taught me how fundamentally alike we all are." All the royalties from many of her books, translated into numerous languages, are donated to the education of women and girls in Afghanistan, to Street Kids International, and to UNICEF. When I mention these generous acts of kindness, Deborah responds with, "Oh, it’s nothing." To date, The Breadwinner and Parvana’s Journey alone have raised over $500,000 to support the women and girls of Afghanistan. Winner of numerous children’s literature awards, Deborah Ellis works as a mental health counselor in a group home for women in Simcoe, Ontario. How did you become involved in anti-bomb politics and in feminism? I came of age in l978, when the world was about to blow itself up in an atomic war. I write about what interests me, which is how people move about in a world of cruelty, and find some measure of kindness in that cruelty. When I was in high school in Paris, Ontario, some local volunteers involved in the antibomb movement came and gave a talk and I became interested in it and became involved. Unfortunately, the guys who were there were very chauvinistic. Various organizations were connected to the antibomb political movement, one of them being a feminist organization. It was then that I became interested in feminism. Tell me more about those measures of kindness you have witnessed. I have seen so many acts of kindness, I hardly know where to begin. I have seen people in the Afghan refugee camps, who have lost their own children through war or illness, take in other children who have lost their parents and made them their own. You spent time in Afghan refugee camps in Pakistan prior to writing the "Breadwinner" trilogy. What were the circumstances that brought you to do that? I and some others were doing solidarity work with Afghan women after the Taliban takeover of Kabul in September l996. I went over to the camps to collect their stories to share with others, and heard about girls masquerading as boys in order to support their families. Who were some of the people you met? I met former teachers, principals, and doctors working in secret trying to get medical help to people inside Afghanistan. I met a woman who had been married at nine years old and was widowed at 10 when her husband was killed in the war. I met women who smuggled guns for the Mujahadine into the country to fight the Russians. I’d like to turn now to the "Breadwinner" trilogy. The books portray events that some might say are too disturbing for children to read about and could take away their innocence. What do you say to those concerns? The children I’ve met who have read my books, or lived in the situations I write about, are capable of knowing the truth of the world as it is presented to them, and, at the same time, believing in make-believe, in dreams, and in decency. What message would you like children to get from those three books? We often carry with us the books we read as children. If the kids who read my books remember them when they get to be decision makers, and their government says its time to go to war, hopefully they’ll remember that there are real people under those bombs, people like Parvana, and will think seriously before letting their government get away with killing them in their name. The Canadian government recently announced an increased expenditure of $17 billion on the military. How else do you think that money might have been spent? A teacher in Afghanistan earns roughly $750 a year. Seventeen billion dollars would hire a lot of teachers, build a lot of schools, put a lot of people back to work, give a lot of people a sense of future. There are Canadians who think we should not be in Afghanistan in combat mode, that our soldiers are being injured or killed. The theme of the World Peace Forum is the futility of war and how conflict does not solve problems. What would you say to those people? We should not be in Afghanistan in combat. What invariably happens is that innocent people will be in the way of the fighting and will be hurt or killed. War not only destroys buildings, it also destroys the social fabric of a people and leaves them with no way of putting their lives back together. What we should be doing as Canadians is bringing a whole other set of skills—building schools, hospitals, roads, etc.—setting up an infrastructure whereby people affected by the war can begin to re-establish a functioning social structure that gives them peaceful alternatives to war. For instance, I think it’s in the Congo where a very exciting program is happening, where people are being given bicycles in exchange for their guns and are being shown lots of different ways they can use those bicycles to make a living. Apart from the "Breadwinner" trilogy, what other books have you written? Other books of mine are: The Heaven Shop, a novel about children dealing with AIDS in Malawi, Our Stories, Our Songs, interviews I did with kids affected by AIDS in Malawi and Zambia, Three Wishes, Children of Israel and Palestine Speak, Interviews I did with kids in Israel and Palestine, A Company of Fools, a novel about the plague in the Middle Ages is my favourite because it was the most fun to write, Looking for X, a novel and some books in the "Our Canadian Girl Series." Deborah, thank you. For any teachers considering using Deborah Ellis’s books in their classrooms but who may wonder if their students are ready for such powerful stories, I would say that I have used Deborah Ellis’s books in Grade 4 and 5 classrooms and, without doubt, children have received and responded to them with maturity, insight, and compassion that would put many adults to shame. So, if you are an intermediate, middle, or secondary teacher, and you are looking for a writer who will engage, inspire, and inform your students, I can think of no better choice. Murray Corren is district staff at Winslow Centre, Coquitlam. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=22381&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 23, Number 5, March 2011   Fairness is not the same as equality By Kip Wood  In 1996 and again in 2000, Steve Forbes entered the race to become the president of the United States. His platform was based on equality. Forbes believed in a 17% flat tax on personal and corporate income. Whether your income was a little or a lot, Forbes believed that you should be taxed at the same rate. Forbes did not get the Republican nomination. However, the idea of a flat tax has been pervasive in the political arena for the past generation. Tax cuts are popular. The problem is most income tax cuts are flat, not progressive. People with higher incomes save much more than people with lower incomes when the tax cut is “across the board” or the same percentage. Immediately after being elected in 2001, the Gordon Campbell Liberals reduced the provincial income tax rate by 25%. The move put about three billion dollars back in taxpayers’ pockets in the next two years; however, most of that went into the pockets of the rich. The problem with Forbes is that equality and fairness are seen as the same thing. Taking the argument further, there would be no wheelchair ramps, no childcare programs, no specialist teachers, and no seniors’ discounts. These are “unequal” programs but equality, in these cases, would not be fair. That is because fairness is not the same as equality. Voucher systems in education are about equality, not fairness. The government provides a voucher to the parent or guardian who then decides where to redeem the voucher. The provision of education then becomes the responsibility of the individual and not the state. If the student has special needs, the family incurs the cost. The popularity of vouchers and flat tax rates is predictable when you consider a single selling feature—everyone is treated equally. The effect of vouchers and flat tax rates on society is that individual needs become the responsibility of individuals. There is a departure from collective responsibility and a lack of fairness for individuals. Canadian institutions were built on the principle of fairness. Equity (not to be mistaken for equality) is about fairness. In this way, equity is the right to be treated differently so that opportunities are more equally accessible. After World War II, construction projects built the infrastructure we enjoy today; medicare was created and the education system went through its most significant expansion. Economic growth was unprecedented during this time. Baby boomers became adults and, as a society, we were able to pay for their post-secondary education, their training, and their apprenticeship programs. None of this would have happened with a system based on individual responsibility. Instead, there was a collective commitment to building a just and civil society. There was also a progressive taxation system. In 2008, the Organization of Co-operation and Development released a study called “Growing Unequal.” The study of 30 member states reported whether there had been a significant widening in the gap between rich and poor over a 10-year period: 1998–2008. The most significant widening of the gap occurred in Canada. The growing gap between rich and poor led Citigroup, in a now famous 2005 leaked memo, to the conclusion that Canada is one of three “plutonomies” in the world (the US and UK being the other two). A plutonomy is defined as an economy powered by the wealthy. The dictionary defines “plutocracy” as the rule or control of society by the wealthy or a class that exercises power by virtue of its wealth. Why is it that Canada is now identified as a plutonomy and why is it that our government is now identified as a plutocracy rather than a democracy? Governments of the rich, for the rich, and by the rich have a common trait: the abandonment of progressive taxation. Messages about equality and personal responsibility resonate with the population, and citizens believe that their upward mobility is only possible in a free-market system that eliminates barriers and rewards hard work. However, the departure from progressive taxation and the erosion of public services has left more people behind with much less opportunity to improve, or even maintain, their economic status. Public services create fair societies. The abandonment of publicly provided services, framed as equality, has led to greater inequality of incomes and decreased upward mobility. For the past 30 years, the majority of Canadians have seen their wages stagnate, their purchasing power decrease, and their political influence diminish. Even as the number of people living in poverty in plutocratic societies increases, the free-market advocates continue to assert their position because their interests, amassing wealth and power, are served. The labour movement is about fairness: those who have the most, have a responsibility to those who have the least. In the words of J.S. Woodsworth, “What we desire for ourselves, we wish for all.” This vision of collective responsibility is not realized with flat tax schemes and the shift toward a reliance on regressive taxes to fill government coffers. The plutocratic power structure has imposed individualism on the electorate so that citizens concerned with the collective good have been transformed into self-interested consumers who reinforce the power structure by not being motivated to change, or even challenge, the status quo. Never before has the urgency to change course been combined with a lack of collective will to change course. Citizenry has been replaced, even subsumed, by consumerism so that the ability to live critically and challenge the hierarchy has devolved into short-term economic thinking. The consequence of the widening gap between rich and poor is that more people are trapped in low-paid, low-skilled jobs and have a diminished ability to do anything about it. Our governments don’t have spending problems. Our governments have revenue problems. Moving back toward progressive taxation would go a long way to rebuilding a fair society. Simplistic platforms like flat taxation must be challenged so that equality is not mistaken for what it means to be fair. Kip Wood is first vice-president, Nanaimo District Teachers’ Association and a member-at-large, BCTF Executive Committee. )
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/issues/research.aspx?id=5806,BCTF > Case Study of School F Secondary, Coquitlam, B.C.: A focus on Special Needs and ESL  	Untitled Page  For Teachers For Parents For Media Home E-mail Lists Links A to Z Index Contact Us Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources Home > Issues in Education > Inclusive Education > Research Project Case Study of “School F” Secondary, Coquitlam, B.C.: A focus on Special Needs and ESL by Daphne Mercier Spring 2003 Introduction This report is divided into two sections. The firstprovides information on the school’s demographics (student and staffing numbers), Special Education, ESL, and International Student enrolments, class size and composition. It also describes the school’s approach to the integration of students with special needs, and ESL students, identifying classroom practices, and impacts of the changes this school year on students and teachers. The secondsection offers a description of one day in the life of a specialist support teacher in the school. This offers some insight into the complexity and range of the specialist support teacher’s role as she manages teaching, organizational, and collaborative roles, often concurrently. Only the educated are truly free. -from the School F home page Section 1 School F received its name on January 18, 1986. Renamed from Port Coquitlam Senior Secondary School, it is dedicated to the memory of Terry Fox, who graduated from Port Coquitlam High as a straight A student in 1976, and who, stricken with cancer in 1977, attempted to run across Canada in 1980 to raise money for cancer research. School F is honoured with a large dedication in the school’s front foyer and his story is told on the school’s web page and its course calendar. There is obvious school pride in this name and what it stands for. In 1989, School District 43, Coquitlam, published a report entitled “For Our Children,” that recommended the reorganization of the district’s schools from elementary (K–7), junior (8–10), and senior (11–12) schools into elementary (K–5), middle (6–8) and secondary (9–12). This reorganization was begun in 1993 and is now completed. School F Secondary became the first 9-12 secondary school in District 43 in September 1996 on its old campus, while construction of a new school on a new site was begun. School F, the improved version, opened in September 1999. Built to accommodate 1,400 students, the School F population now exceeds 1,800. Already the new site contains portable classrooms. The new school has many enviable amenities such as a roomy, new theatre, large gyms, and a spacious library. Upon entering the school, it is easy to see that much thought was put into the physical plan. There is a large open area, known as “the Common,” which is furnished with several tables where students meet, study, and socialize. Affording students easy access, the office, counselling area, and library are located off this common area. The common area is open to the ceiling where skylights add natural light and a feeling of openness. I did not ask, but my suspicion is that this beautifully planned area must become a humming noise centre during busy times. This report is in part descriptive, to show how the school teaches its diverse range of students, and is in part analytical, considering how the school has changed over time, and particularly this school year, with a particular focus on students with special needs, and ESL students. Previous to the opening of School F, District 43 built 3 other secondary schools in the 1990s: Riverside Secondary in September 1996, and Gleneagle and Pinetree secondaries in September 1997. For Riverside, the first new secondary school to be completed, the focus was on technology, and every classroom was supplied with a television and a computer on all teachers’ desks, with internet access and e-mail. By the time School F was opened, budget restraints meant that computers on teachers’ desks were replaced by computer access for teachers in subject area offices. This has resulted in slower communication between staff. The school is organized by semester system, with a possible 5 blocks of 75-minute classes spanning the school day. Students in grades 9 and 10 complete eight courses per year, while those in grades 11 and 12 complete seven. There is no common lunch hour, and students and staff may find that they have lunch anywhere from first to last block of the day. Every Wednesday morning, from 8:00 a.m. to 8:50 a.m., there is dedicated meeting time for departments, with the first Wednesday morning of every month reserved for full staff meetings. School F offers some specialty programs: On-line courses: International Business 11, Information Technology 11, Social Studies 11, Astronomy 11, Earth Science 11, Chemistry 11, Physics 11, Math 11, and English 11. Rock school: providing instruction at the 10/11/12 level on how to play in a modern pop/rock/rap/etc. group. Open learning/Cool school: Math 8, English 8, Science 8, Social Studies 8, Math 9, English 9, Science 9, Social Studies 9, Applied Math 10, P Math 10, E Math 11, Applied Math 11, English 11, Social Studies 11, Info Tech 11, Chemistry 11, Physics 11, Earth Science 11, Biology 12, English 12, DM12 (Adult Grad), P Math 12. Cool school is designed to be at the student’s own pace. School demographics Students Total student enrolment: September 30, 2002 1,846 September 30, 2001 1,911 The 2002 total reflects a 3.4% decline in student enrolment, compared to 2001. Enrolment in special needs categories as of March, 2003: Level 1: Dependent (A) Physically dependent   1 (B) Deaf–blind 0 Level 2: Low Incidence (C) Moderate to profound intellectual disability   4 (D) Physical disability or chronic health impairment 7 (E) Visual impairment 5 (F) Deaf or hard of hearing 6 (G) Autism 4 Level 3: Severe Behaviour (H) Intensive behaviour intervention/serious mental illness 17 Level 4: High Incidence (K) Mild intellectual disability 4 (P) Gifted 37 (Q) Learning disability 52 (R) Moderate behaviour support/mental illness 29 Total 166 ESL enrolment, September 2002: 94 Designated students enrolled in core/elective courses: All students are enrolled in typical courses. Programs are tailored to the individual needs of each student with special needs, according to their IEP. Students are usually enrolled in elective courses over academic ones, because this more appropriately meets their needs. Even the most needy student is enrolled in at least one elective course (Ceramics). One student in the A designation is in 2 classes. International students: 35 Grade 9 8 Grade 10 7 Grade 11 13 Grade 12 7 Aboriginal students: 49 students receive Aboriginal support services. Staff Teaching staff Total teaching staff, this year and last year: headcount FTE 2002–03 103 94.77 2001–02 115 100.8 Staffing cuts were highest among specialist teachers. ESL staff: FTE 2002–03 1.875 2001–02 4.0 In 2002–03 there are 15.5 classes of ESL, with 1 full-time, 1 half-time, one 0.25 time, and one 0.125 teacher positions. ESL staffing has therefore been reduced from 4.0 FTE to 1.875 FTE since last year, a cut of over 50%. At the end of the 2001–02 school year the ESL department was combined with the English department, and the ESL department head lost her head-teacher status. Special needs support staff: FTE 2002–03 6.0 2001–02 12.0 The level of special needs support staff has been cut in half since last year. Previously, teachers in subject-specific “Seminar” blocks supported students for English, Social Studies, Math, and Science. These blocks have now been combined into English/Socials and Math/Science. With the decrease in specialist teacher time, one counsellor now teaches one block in the learning centre and also carries a full counselling load. Specialist teachers --> classroom teachers: The number of Seminar blocks has been reduced, so that those teachers have had to go back to regular classroom assignments (Science, Math, English, Social Studies); one teacher was forced to teach some CAPP. Cuts in staffing took place in: Science/Math — 2 teachers lost in September; staffing lost in Special Education; staffing reduced in Technology Education. Administration staff 1 Principal; 3 Vice-principals. Special Education Assistants September 2002: began the year with 11 SEAs and 1 Braille support, but this was cut within the first month to 8 SEAs plus Braille support. 2001–02: 11 SEAs plus 1 Braille support From these data, it is clear that School F Secondary’s specialist support staffing for special education and ESL has been significantly reduced this school year, thereby reducing the school’s capacity to meet the needs of its diverse range of students. It is also clear that the school’s cuts in teachers (5.98%) were greater than the 3.4% decline in student enrolment. Community Socio-economic levels Port Coquitlam, bordered by the Pitt, Fraser, and Coquitlam rivers, is a small city east of Vancouver. School F Secondary serves a varied community situated in its northeast corner. The new school is nestled amid a newly-built community of upscale homes, but the largest proportion of residences in this area is of modest homes. Many people live in low-rent accommodation. A local food bank will soon open to serve an impoverished community within this area. One specialist teacher reported that it is not uncommon for her students to move in the middle of the night, because they’ve been unable to pay their rent. She believes that the demographics play a huge role in the lives of many School F students. The Coquitlam River runs along Port Coquitlam’s western border and the Poco Trail follows the river from north to south along its banks. Often, if you walk or cycle along the Poco Trail, you will see homeless people and their temporary shelters made of plastic or tarp along the river or under the Lougheed Highway and railway bridges. It is here, in December 2002, that Brianne Voth, a former School F student, was found murdered. It is on the eastern border of this community, bordering new residential development, that you will find the Picton farm, notorious for the discovery here of the remains of many missing women from Vancouver’s downtown eastside. These events have focused much attention on this “small-town” community and have caused concern and alarm for many residents. Class size and class composition data Many teachers report larger classes with more behaviour issues this year. Many classes at School F this year contain three or more ministry-designated students with special needs. Class composition survey results: November 2002 Subject and grade level # of ministry-designated students with Special Needs Class size Art 9 4 31 Art 10 4 27 CAPP 9 5 29 CAPP 9 4 24 CAPP 9 4 29 Communications 12 6 32 Earth Science 11 4 25 English 10 3 32 Hospitality 11 1 33 Math Modified 14 14 Math 9E 5 21 Math 10E 5 32 Media 9/Art 9 6 27 PE 10 3 32 Reading 16 16 Social Studies 9 4 32 Social Studies 9 3 31 Textiles 11/12 4 25 Wood 9 4 25 Wood 11 6 25 Reviewing class composition The way in which class composition is reviewed is in part responsible for the difficult and large classes at School F. The counselling staff reviews the numbers of ministry-designated students with special needs in each class, and as directed by administration, they look at each case individually. They have been asked to determine if the “special need” that the student has is one that would or would not make it difficult to participate in a specific class. As an example, one counsellor pointed out that they were to consider a person with a physical disability to have a high need in a PE class, so the number of students with a physical disability in any one PE class was to be kept low. However, it is important to look at the way a student receives a designation. The ministry dictates that a student can have only one designation, and he or she is funded according to this designation. The reality is not as simple. Many students with special needs have, in fact, a multitude of needs and could feasibly have multiple designations. When a counsellor is asked to look at a student’s designation, they are looking at only one of the student’s needs. While this shows a creative effort on the part of administration to ease the classroom situation, it is ineffective because it is based on the faulty assumption that a student with special needs has only one special need. Students in the “R” category – moderate behaviour support/mental illness – are no longer officially considered at School F when reviewing class composition. There are 29 students at School F in this category and 17 in the severe behaviour category (H). Many classes contain as many as 5 R-category students, along with the other students with special needs. This results in classes that are both crowded and behaviourally challenging. One of the regular classroom teachers I interviewed said that while the sizes of some of his classes had remained the same this year as last year, the number of students with special needs in them had gone up. In one class, counting R category students, 8 out of 28 students have identified needs. He finds that this increase in students with identified needs has made it much more difficult for him to meet these needs. This teacher’s experience does not seem to be an exception, but rather the norm. The integration of students with special needs by category School-wide approach for students with special needs Traditionally, School F Secondary has followed the inclusive model for students with special needs. As a percentage of the total student population, School F has the highest proportion enrolment in special education in District 43’s secondary schools, at 8%. While the value of inclusion is recognized, the school also understands that students with special needs require support to succeed in school. Because of this large population of students with special needs, School F has developed strong support programs for its students. Student Support Services teachers, with input from parents, and other team members, develop an individual education plan (IEP) for each student who is identified with special needs. To the best of their ability, students attend regular classes with their peers. Student Support Services at School F can be described in three categories: support for students with learning disabilities, through the Learning Centre; support for students in the high needs categories, through the Skill Development program; support for students whose first language is other than English, through the provision of English as a Second Language (ESL) courses. Where needed, the Student Support Services staff provide support to these students and to classroom teachers by providing advice, adapted and modified materials, a quiet setting, and extra time and extra support for students. They also provide informal testing and apply for and supervise adjudicated government final exams for students with diagnosed learning disabilities. Special Education Assistants, if available, are also provided to the classroom teacher to support students with special needs in the classroom. Student Support Services also staffs two resource rooms, the Learning Centre and the Skill Development Centre, that provide additional support to students in a pull-out service model. High Incidence The Learning Centre provides a smaller setting and individual assistance to students. Student Support Services offers these courses: Grade 9 Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12 - Learning Centre Support (credit) - Assigned Seminar - Corrective Reading - Math 9A Modified - Peer Tutoring (LD) - Learning Centre Support (credit) - Assigned Seminar - Corrective Reading - Math 10A Modified - Peer Tutoring (LD) - Learning Centre Support (non-credit) - Assigned Seminar - Corrective Reading - Math 11A Modified - Communications 11 Modified - Peer Tutoring (LD) - Learning Centre Support (non-credit) - Assigned Seminar - Communications 12 Modified One of the key areas of loss to student support services is in Assigned Seminar classes. The number of staff for Assigned Seminars has been halved. These were originally developed as tutorial blocks. In the past, a teacher from the subject area specific to that Seminar class staffed each Seminar: English, Social Studies, Science, or Mathematics. The School F course catalogue describes Assigned Seminar in this way: “Assigned Seminar is a half-period support block provided for students who are having difficulty achieving success in their courses. Students are scheduled into a class, which meets daily during half of their lunch block on a term-by-term basis, as needed.” This year, individual-subject-specific Seminar support has been replaced by combined-subject Seminar support: English/Social Studies, and Math/Science. Low Incidence and Dependent The critical area of loss to students in Skill Development has been in the cutting of Special Education Assistants. A cut of 20 percent from last year’s staffing level was made. Students with high needs are supported through the Skill Development program. The skill development teacher is usually the case manager for students in categories A, B, C and G. The deployment of special education assistants (SEAs) is carried on through this program. The Skill Development Centre is furnished with a fridge and stove, a washer and dryer, a specially equipped washroom, and a cot. It provides a quiet setting and basic reading and math support for these students with special needs. It provides one-to-one instruction in life skills and independence. It also provides medical, toileting, and health and hygiene support where needed. While the Skill Development Centre is designed to provide pull-out support for students in this program, an effort is made to ensure that students are enrolled and welcomed into typical classrooms and that support is adequate to ensure a successful experience for the student with special needs. Courses are carefully chosen to reflect the goals of the IEP. ESL Since September 2002, the ESL program has become a part of the English department. The ESL department-head position has been cut. Students who are new to Canada and/or whose first language is not English are given a language proficiency assessment. Students who test at Level 3 or lower are required to enrol in ESL courses. The following courses are offered: Grade 9 Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12 - ESL Beginners - ESL/CAPP 9/10 (credit) - ESL General Skill Building - ESL Academic Assistance - ESL English 10 Preparation - ESL Academic Assistance - ESL Canadian Studies (open to grades 10–12) - Communications 11 ESL - ESL English 11 Preparation/ ESL CAPP 11 - ESL Senior Skill Building - ESL Academic Assistance - Communications 12 ESL - XET 12 (Credit) - ESL Academic Assistance Classroom practices Adaptations Regular classroom teachers make adaptations to the curriculum for their students who need them. IEPs are available to teachers on-line and the types of adaptations that individual students require are itemized. Some common adaptations requested for students with learning disabilities include: extra time for assignments and exams, a separate setting for exams, decreased output or shorter assignments or fewer questions, photocopied notes, a reader and/or scribe, alternate assignments, and the use of a keyboard or tape recorder for written output. The Learning Centre teachers monitor students who receive a Learning Centre Support block. In consultation with classroom teachers and parents, they provide adaptations and/or modifications, where needed. They provide a separate setting, extra time, and support for test-taking. Sometimes the Learning Centre provides alternate, partial, and/or computer-based courses in place of regular class instruction. Support and/or adaptations for academic courses is provided through the Learning Centre through enrolment in one or more of these courses: Learning Centre Support 9/10(credit), 11/12 (non-credit) – This course provides support to students with learning or behavioural issues and teaches organizational and learning strategies, study skills, assignment completion, and exam preparation. Students receive remedial support and one-to-one support. Assigned Seminar 9/10/11/12 – This is a half-period support block located within the student’s lunch block and is provided to students who are having difficulty in English, Socials, Sscience, or Math. Teachers have expertise in one of two subject areas supported in Seminar. Modified programs Modified programs are also provided through the Learning Centre to support students with learning disabilities who are working on a School Completion Certificate: Corrective Reading 9/10/11 – This course is designed for students who have significant deficits in reading. Communications 11/12 Modified – These courses are available only to students with significant difficulties in reading and writing skills. The emphasis is on basic literacy skills for life and the work place. Math 9A/10A/11A Modified – These courses are available only to students who have significant difficulties or deficits in math concepts and skills. Impacts on students Academic There is a decline in service this school year, which means less support for students. The cuts to, and compression of, Seminar means that more students are enrolled in each Seminar class and are receiving support from a teacher who is an expert in only one of the subject areas that they are being asked to tutor. The addition of modified courses and Seminar is time taken away from Learning Centre Support. Following the new government designation, the funded students (i.e., those students who fit within Ministry of Education funding categories) are the ones being supported in the Learning Centre. Those who are not funded but are being tracked by Student Support Services are failing, according to Student Support staff interviewed, who said that they do not have enough time to help these students. The lunch preparation program has been cut because there is no one to staff it. Students in the Skill Development program are doubled and tripled up with SEAs in classrooms because there is a shortage of SEAs. Grey-area students1 According to one specialist teacher, the identified students are just the “tip of the iceberg” at School F. Many students are academically impoverished and they become easily frustrated. Previously, with more space available in Learning Support blocks and in Seminar, these students received support. Now, although specialist teachers try to provide these students with help, they realize that they can offer them only very minimal support at best, or can provide support to fewer students. They are failing and falling through the cracks. Two students who have benefited from SEA support previously, receive only “piece-meal” assistance because they are not funded; they are subsequently failing in their classes. They are being tracked but there simply is not enough staff to provide them with the level of support they need to ensure success in school. Attendance School F has many “partial-day” students. Classes like Rock School are a big draw for some students, and the reason that these students come to school. Academic teachers have difficulty monitoring these students, because they often skip those classes and attend only the speciality ones. When there was more available staff in the Learning Centre, the teachers were able to monitor a greater number of students and provide them with support. They find that with a cut in services, these students are failing and losing interest in school. Then they stop attending. Behaviour/suspensions Many teachers report more behaviour issues arising in their classes in this school year, with the increase of designated students in their classes. Impacts on teachers The following points reflect Specialist teacher views. Demographics I interviewed 4 specialist teachers at School F Secondary. All these teachers had been in the profession more than 15 years, and all had been in the specialist-teaching role for more than 12 years. Direct teaching Some specialist teachers at School F are now also doing direct teaching. The Student Services department head (with no time allocation for duties), who carries the full-time counselling load she had last year, also teaches a multi-grade English class with students with behaviour issues and multiple failures. One of the Learning Centre teachers now teaches one block of multi-grade Reading and Decoding class. The full-time teaching equivalent (FTE) in the Learning Centre this year is two, last year it was four, a cut of 50%. This means that those hours have been put into direct teaching. Seminar classes have been halved, resulting in loss of student services hours to direct teaching. In the Skill Development program, the teacher has found that she must do much more direct teaching with her students in order to “take up the slack” due to cuts in SEAs. This leaves little time for her to accomplish the myriad of tasks her role requires. Last semester she did direct teaching in four out of five blocks; this semester three out of five. This means less time with students, a direct consequence of staffing cuts. Collaboration Collaboration with teachers, Special Education Assistants, parents, and other involved professionals is paramount to student success. The ability for student support services teachers to collaborate is hampered by the size of the caseload, the time spent on direct service to students, the time engaged in direct teaching, and the time required to develop IEPs and do paperwork. Without a common lunch hour, it is difficult for teachers to find the time to meet and to collaborate. The fact that most teachers can only access computers from subject-area offices means that teachers cannot make full use of e-mail to confer and discuss about strategies or adaptations and modifications. There are fewer alternate materials and less teacher time to adapt and modify materials. Some regular classroom teachers don’t understand adaptations and see the use of them as “dummying down.” According to some specialist staff, some regular class teachers deal with the extra work presented by having many designated students in a class by assigning a mark of C or C- to a student, but never actually adapting the curriculum or assignments for the students. In this way, the student is passed to the next level. Workload According to all specialist teachers interviewed, their workload has increased dramatically this year. In the Learning Centre, the reduction in staff means that the remaining teachers have more students to support and more IEPs to develop. The two main Learning Centre teachers have between 50 and 75 students each for whom they must prepare IEPs, a huge paperwork load. They also track many other students not directly enrolled in Student Support. The department head, who is also the behaviour specialist, is a full-time counsellor, teaches a multi-grade English class, and case manages approximately 75 behaviour students. The Skill Development teacher, because of a shortage of SEAs, must meet the school bus in the morning and wait for the students to be picked up by the bus after school. Where she used to be able to work one-to-one with students in the past, this year she finds that she must work two or three to one. Due to the varied needs of each student, it usually means the students stop working as soon as the teacher moves to help another student. This is yet another example of how cuts in staffing mean reduced teaching time for students, and likely reduced student success. Job satisfaction While all student support services teachers expressed a fondness for their jobs, they have found that the increase in work has resulted in an increase in stress. They have found it frustrating that they do not have enough time to help all the students that need support. Meetings While there is common meeting time on Wednesday mornings, it is usually devoted to department time and is seldom used inter-departmentally. Specialist teachers reported that there is minimal meeting time and they would like to meet more often. One staff member reported that her meetings with other colleagues are often impromptu, facilitated by chance encounters in the office, hall, or washroom. School-based team meetings have virtually been dropped and replaced by quick chats with counsellors, administrators, and teachers. As their workload has increased, they find less and less time to have quality discussion, planning, consultation, etc., even to the difficulty of finding time to return phone calls and e-mails. Shortage of time is reported to be the major reason for the scarcity of meetings. Collaborative planning is crucial to meeting the needs of students with special needs, but less is taking place, a direct consequence of cuts to staffing, resulting in reduced services to students. Relationships The specialist staff interviewed all agreed that staff relationships have been deteriorating. The specialist teachers must meet and collaborate with all teachers, so they strive to be congenial and non-aggressive. However, they speak about School F having a “split staff.” Some staff members credit the lack of a common lunch-hour with the diminishment of collegiality at School F. Some believe that departments tend to “stick together” and may feed on one another’s negativity. Others have cited last year’s controversy over job action and extra-curricular participation in the form of springtime coaching as reasons why staff relationships as a whole are strained. Parent communication Involved parents are valuable team members for students with special needs. The Student Support Services staff is often in contact with parents. While parent involvement is invited, it can sometimes be strained. As one specialist teacher described parent/school relationships: “What I usually find is 3 types of parents. Type 1 – Parent Expert: knows exactly what their child is mandated to receive. Type 2 – Parent Student: needs help to work with their child. Type 3 – Parent Adversary: fights with the school or gives up and does nothing to help the school with their child’s education.” Sometimes the specialist teacher finds that the educational program offered to the student does not match what is stated in the IEP. One specialist teacher said that she now clarifies with the parents that those things in the IEP are recommended practice, but that she does not have the authority to ensure that staff does what is stated in the IEP. She encourages parents to actively interact with class teachers to ensure that their children’s needs are being met. Paperwork/bureaucracy Student Support Services staff members were unanimous in their views regarding paperwork. It is overwhelming. All specialist teachers must prepare IEPs for students on their caseloads. IEPs are then made available to all staff, via network access by computer. They must be developed every fall and updated at least once a year. Ideally this process should happen at the beginning and end of each semester, but there is simply no time to do this. Some specialist teachers report that they must also prepare reports for agencies such as the ministry of Children and Families, and Special Education Technology-BC (SET-BC) as well as write letters of reference and anecdotal reports, administer, score and write up informal testing results, to name a few tasks. The overwhelming quantity of paperwork negatively impacts specialist support teachers’ capacity to teach and to support classroom teachers. District service changes District support is very minimal. While there is a zone facilitator for special needs who is based at Winslow Centre, she is seldom in the school. In the past, the zone facilitators were much more involved in the life of the schools in their zones. They were often in the schools, and could be counted on to provide support materials to teachers, students, and parents upon request. The role of the facilitator seems to be one of paperwork custodian who monitors the completeness of the students’ G4 files, and the completion of SET-BC forms and applications. So at the district level also, paperwork is increasing and support for students and teachers deteriorating. Conclusion This school has, over many years, built a capable and caring system of maximizing its capacity to provide a quality education to all its students. The cuts in staffing at School F Secondary School this school year are directly impacting on ESL students, and on students with special needs, who are receiving less support and reduced teaching time. Services to grey area students are similarly reduced, and many staff feel that more students are likely to “fall through the cracks”, potentially failing or dropping out of school. There is reduced collaboration and planning for students with special needs, and for ESL students, though such collaboration iscrucial for effective inclusion and ESLinstruction. Teachers are more stressed and feel that they are not meeting all students’ needs. These changes are all negative, and all are avoidable by better resourcing of the system. School F Secondary can better meet the needs of its students and community if there is adequate funding and cohesive support for ESL and for inclusion. Both appear to be in decline, forcing teachers to do their best while knowing that the needs of students cannot be met at levels maintained in previous years. Section 2: A day in the life of a Specialist Teacher – The Skill Development teacher Note: Names have been changed to provide anonymity and maintain confidentiality. One thing about my job that I’ve come to rely on is the fact that each day is unique. I plan for each day to follow the other in order and similarity but this is rarely the case. I have grown to accept chaos while striving for order. This morning, when I unlocked my classroom door and turned on the lights, I surveyed my small room and smiled. The blue room dividers, co-ordinating beautifully with the carpet and matching the chairs, were the reason for the smile. With them, I’d set up individual study areas for students and assistants to work together. It was pleasant and organized, and just the kind of space to foster learning. Things should really go well in a place like this. Then the phone rang. All it took was two minutes on the telephone with the school secretary and already the day was presenting a challenge. There are 12 students with special needs in my program, and most of them require one-to-one assistance. One of the Special Education Aassistants was going to be away today and there was no replacement available for him. “March - ”, I wrote on the whiteboard and under this, “Absent – Charlie Pride – no coverage.” Then I searched my mind for a solution. The Skill Development program is a support program for students in the low-incidence category in secondary schools. The program is usually administered by a Skill Development teacher and staffed with Special Education Assistants (SEAs). School District 43 supports inclusion, which guarantees access for students with special needs to typical classes, teachers, and peers. The Skill Development teacher is considered the case manager for the students in the program, and the supervisor of the SEAs who support these students. It meant that I had to work out the problem of who would cover the students that Charlie would have worked with, and I would have to make certain that whomever I chose would have experience enough with the students to assure their safety. In order for 10 of my 12 students to be able to go to class, they needed one-to-one support. I walked over to the wall-mounted schedule that I’d made up. It covered a large portion of the wall, but at a glance it showed me in each block of time where each student was and with which SEA and teacher. Charlie would start out with Junior, a slight, smiley student. Only assistants trained by the nurse could support him, as he had an uncontrolled seizure disorder and frail health. With no coverage for Charlie, it meant that we would once again be short-staffed. This short staffing of SEAs had begun in early 2002, and had escalated in the fall of 2002. There were days when we had had three SEAs away and had only received one substitute. Those were exciting days in the Skill Development program. I thought back to those times. The team of SEAs I work with is a dedicated group of women and men who never once complained when, on those mornings, I had to change the schedule on the run. Those were usually days of pandemonium. Lately, short staffing has occurred less frequently, but it was always a worry. While I was standing at the wall schedule, working on the changes I would need to make, the phone rang again. “Please phone Mrs. Ashworth.” I quickly phoned her. She had two requests – her daughter, Misty, was in my program. Would I please fill out a form from the Ministry that she had sent to school that morning, and would I please arrange some bus training for Misty as she was going to begin a volunteer job in an after-school program on Monday. I assured her that I would try to fill out the form before the end of the day as she requested and try to arrange bus training as well. I quickly jotted this on the whiteboard so I wouldn’t forget and got back to the task of schedule rearrangement. I thought about Junior and I pictured the ten SEAs in the program. Five of them were signed off by the nurse as trained to work with Junior. Although I had not been signed off as someone trained, I had attended her instructional meetings, as Junior’s case manager, and in the fall I’d asked his mother’s permission to support him if we were short-staffed. This meant that I made the sixth. For the first block of class all the trained SEAs were with students who would have difficulty or might be disruptive if left alone. The easiest adjustment I could make was to keep Junior with me, rather than take him to class, while I waited for Odin. I shared support of two students in this block. I supported Odin while Sherry had her break, and then I supported Jason while Janine had her break. Before the first block of our day, B block, began and while I was finalizing the schedule changes, Alison, an SEA, came over to chat with me. I’d been away ill the day before and she’d taken a phone message from the Work Experience co-ordinator at Winslow Centre. The co-ordinator and I had had previous conversations about an appropriate work placement for Jaclyn, a Grade 11 student with Down Syndrome in the Skill Development program. We had been hoping to place her in an office setting for work experience, to take advantage of her strong computer, keyboarding, and reading skills. A work experience had been set up for Jaclyn; she was to begin on Monday. Alison reported that the co-ordinator was hoping for a very successful work experience because Jaclyn would be working at Coquitlam City Hall, which was the first time that any student with special needs would be working there. The co-ordinator was hoping that this would be a site that would support students for years to come. Jaclyn would be representing all students with special needs. She would need to be properly prepared. I had to quickly arrange for support for Jaclyn while she was out on the work site, and to print off her resume, get her employee package ready and arrange for an orientation visit. Alison helped in much of the preparation. She phoned a friend at city hall to learn what kinds of jobs occur in a mailroom, Jaclyn’s place of work. She printed up interview questions for Jaclyn to practise. Then the bell rang to signal the start of class. I began reading a book to Junior, while training my ears for noise in the hallway that would signal Odin’s arrival. Supporting Odin when he first arrived to class meant supervising him at his locker. He was a charming, attractive, wheelchair-bound 15-year old with a ready smile and a penchant for hoarding. Sometimes he could be physically aggressive. I was worried that he was developing an obsessive-compulsive disorder. He would only wear certain clothes. Every day he wore the same pair of large cargo pants with huge pockets that bulged with months-old, broken and unwrapped lollipops, broken pens and pencils, tiny and large scraps of crumpled paper, rusty bolts and dirty pennies, to list only a few. With the pants he wore an old grey shirt and tie, a blue fleece hooded sweatshirt, grey fleece jacket, a large quilted black jacket, and a black hat. Upon his arrival, one of the things I always looked for was the condition of his clothing. Because he insisted on wearing only these items, his mother laundered them every night. However, they were usually still damp in the morning. I kept a spare T-shirt in my classroom and if his shirts were damp, he removed them, put on the dry one, and then we’d have to wheel down to the Home Economics department to use their clothes dryer. If the teacher were doing a demonstration, we’d have to wait until later. In September he was wearing up to seven shirts layered one over the other. I wrote him a social story about wearing one T-shirt, one shirt and one fleece jacket in school. It still seemed like over-dressing to me, but he was learning to abide by this. So now, he had fewer articles of clothing and we had fewer to dry. It was a modest success. Today, his clothes were dry. However, we were dealing with a very disturbing aspect of Odin’s behaviour. Before I inspected the moisture content of his clothing, I inspected the pocket bulges. His hoarding behaviour was escalating and I was concerned. We had shaken hands on an agreement that he would empty the contents of one pocket into a white plastic basket I had placed in his locker. He flatly refused to throw anything away, but he was dutifully emptying the one pocket with the understanding that he could re-fill it before going home. While I was supporting Odin, I was also supporting Junior. I had promised to read him a book, which he loved, but we were tied up with Odin’s locker routine and Junior had to wait, sitting in his wheelchair, while we negotiated the pocket contents and the clothing. When Sherry’s break was over, she took Odin with her to drama and supported him and Brenda, a cheerful student with Down Syndrome, while Naomi took a break. This gave me a few minutes with Junior before Janine would bring Jason to my room where I supported him while she had her break. As I had promised to read a book with Junior, I gave him a choice of two that he’d brought from home. He chose a “Curious George’”book. While it wasn’t exactly age-appropriate, Junior had to make monthly visits to Children’s Hospital and this book was about George visiting the hospital. I could see its value. Usually Junior’s idea of reading a book was to point to objects on the pages and label them. He was very good at this, but his verbal responses were usually one or two words and he communicated with people in one or two-word phrases. Today it occurred to me that perhaps if I actually read the story to him, it would encourage longer phrase responses from him. This was challenging for Junior. He was busy labelling and trying to turn the pages. I decided because this was a preferred activity and such a habit for him, that if I wanted to now change things I would have to make “story reading” look different from “reading a book,” to Junior so that he would accept it as a new and different activity. I decided that I would hold the book up in my hands rather than leave it flat on the desk. This was a big surprise to Junior. He looked at me and tried to label but I persisted in reading the story. I used an extremely animated voice and dynamics. I could have won an Oscar for my rendition of Curious George. At the end of the page, I asked Junior to turn and I released the page from my firm grip. He soon became very quiet and seemed to be concentrating so completely on the story, that his breathing became laboured and his eyes focused on the words and pictures. He appeared as if he was working hard and I actually became slightly alarmed. I hadn’t seen him concentrate to this degree before. Sherry, Janine, and Jason came into the classroom. Sherry had left Odin and Brenda with Naomi, whose break was over. I had arranged for Sherry to now take Junior to Family Management class. Janine went for break and Jason and I were left together. Jason, a non-verbal student with autism, often had difficulty staying in drama class. The length of time that he was able to remain was usually 20 minutes, before he became agitated. When he was agitated he would sing wordless Christmas songs in a very high-pitched and loud voice. Or he might tap the stage floor or try to turn out the lights or run up to the costume room. We had set up a communication/schedule pouch for him so that he would know about his day and also so he could communicate with us. I opened up his pouch and pointed to his computer and book cards. I gave him a choice of activities to work on and he chose computers. Then I gave him a choice of two software programs, “Nouns and Sounds” and “Creature Chorus.” He chose the first and I sat beside him at the computer. He opened the drive door and put the disc in. The program began. The picture of an airplane appeared and underneath to either side of the screen, there was a cartoon head. Under the left head was printed the word “yes,” and under the right was “no.” Suddenly there was the sound of a cat meowing. Then a voice spoke. “Does an airplane make this sound?” Jason seemed more interested in rubbing raw his wrist and twirling his fingers than on what was happening on the computer. I prompted him to put his left hand down and use the mouse with his right. He clicked indiscriminately on the screen. I pointed to the correct response on the screen and he clicked it. We worked on this program for 20 minutes. Because he is an auditory learner, I think that he will be drawn to learning that involves sounds. He loves to hear the different sounds that the computer assigns to the images. He is clearly baffled when they are incorrect matches, but he does not seem to understand “yes” and “no” in relation to this. But he seemed content, and his wrist rubbing and singing significantly decreased while he was working on this activity. Janine returned from her break with five minutes left in the first class. I went over to my desk to check my e-mail. I had an e-mail from the augmentative communication specialist. She wanted to let me know about some software packages that I might be able to purchase for my program, but the timeline was short and I would need to make a decision this week. There was also an e-mail from a parent regarding grad, and another e-mail from the teacher in charge of the grad committee who needed to know if any of the students in my program would be participating in school leaving ceremonies, and whether a ramp would be needed for wheeled equipment for the ceremonies. Another e-mail was from the zone facilitator asking me if I’d like some information about “Smart IEPs.” There were only five minutes before the next class. I had time to read but not to answer the mail. The next class, block C, was about to start. Charlie was supposed to support Taylor in this block and I wanted to substitute with John because Taylor is a wheelchair-bound, older male student with a brain injury. Part of his C block routine was to practise walking with a large walker. Both Charlie and John had been trained by the physiotherapist to help Taylor with this, so John was the natural choice to fill in. However, John was supposed to support Jason. C block was already a very difficult block in which to provide adequate coverage, because I needed to provide lunchtime support and supervision for eight of the twelve students in the program, but I also needed to make certain all SEAs had a 40-minute lunch in their schedule. Six SEAs provided this lunchtime coverage so I had to schedule their lunches in either C or D block. This made both the before- and after-lunch classes very difficult in terms of providing adequate support in classes. Normally I work with Misty in this block on reading comprehension, cooking skills, and transition, as this is her final year at school. Jason is also in this class working with John. I asked John to work with Taylor, while I doubled up with Misty and Jason. Jason is a student that has not learned to work independently. I knew that I would have my hands full trying to help Misty with her work and also support Jason. I decided to forego the normal routine and do something that the three of us could participate in together. Because the abilities of both students are very different, I was presented with a challenge in trying to quickly come up with an activity that would address both their IEP goals and interest them both. I decided that we could do some paper recycling, which would work on Jason’s goals of independence and quiet walking in the hallways, and I would let Misty support him with his recycling. This would be addressing her transition goal of working with children. I would stand in the background, prepared for any behaviour problems that Jason might present, but allowing Misty to take a support role. This activity worked very well, and we did recycling for 25 minutes. When we returned to the classroom, I was greeted by a surprise. The sub-desk had been able to locate a substitute SEA for us and she had just arrived. Hooray. I found Charlie’s sub-book — we all had well-organized sub-books with a map of the school, pictures of the students and staff in the Skill Development program, IEPs, and a schedule — that we kept on a shelf at the back of the room. As this SEA had substituted in our program previously, I needed to give her very little explanation. After we went over the sub-binder for five minutes, she went off to replace John with Taylor. Soon I was free to work with just Misty. It was such a relief to have this sub appear, because I still hadn’t worked out the lunchtime logistics and now they could be as the schedule stated. I asked Misty to get out her work, and I brought the assessor form to her desk. I would try to fill it out while giving her support. She was reading a novel and answering questions. The form that I needed to fill out was a lengthy one from the ministry and was part of an application form for disability benefits. I had filled many of these forms out in the past, but this one seemed different. I read through the first few pages that had been filled out by the family and the physician and arrived at the part that I would need to fill out. There was a large bold-faced note introducing the section. It listed the people who were eligible to fill out the form. “Teacher” was not listed. This was definitely new. I searched for a telephone number and put in a call to the ministry to ask about whether I should proceed with the assessment. I was connected to voice-mail and I left a message. I went back to Misty’s desk and we reviewed the answers she supplied for the novel questions. With 10 minutes before lunch, I helped her put away her work and she started to make her lunch, as we had begun a shopping and lunch-making program with Misty. I used the remaining minutes to respond to a note that Jason’s parents had sent me, regarding testing. The lunch-bell rang, and I listened to Sherry retelling her experience with Odin and Shari in the Textile Arts and Crafts class, while waiting for Alison to arrive and take Junior to the cafeteria. After the students and SEAs went off to lunch, I grabbed an apple and cheese from the little fridge in my room and sat down to check e-mail. I needed to answer the e-mails I’d opened in the morning. After doing so, and reading the new messages that had appeared, I checked my watch to discover that it was 12:45. Block D would begin in 10 minutes, so I grabbed my mug and went to the staff room for a quick hello and a cup of tea. At the start of D block, Taylor did special arm stretches with Janine in my room before he headed off to Textiles class. Today Janine called me over to look at Taylor’s arm. His forearm was swollen and bruised. He told me that he had fallen on it that morning. I asked him if it was sore and he said “No.” In each of Taylor’s daily classes, he used the walker, to give his legs some strengthening practise and to guard against blood clotting. I decided that with his arm swollen it would be best not to use the walker until a doctor assessed the injury. I knew that I could not reach his mother until 4:00 p.m. so I asked Janine to write to her about our concerns in his communication book. I made a mental note to phone his mom after school. Now, I had some time to do paperwork and organizing. I decided to work on the bus route for Misty. I went searching in the file cabinet for a bus schedule. I located one and tried to decipher the route that Misty should take. Needing help to plan the route, I went over to the computer and after a bit of searching logged onto the Translink website. Using their route-planning page, I discovered that there were two possible choices for her to take. I was unsure of the times and wanted to be certain that the information I had was accurate. I found the telephone number and called for the information. The representative was able to give me precise times and locations for the two buses that Misty would need to take. I wrote it down, with the plan of putting the information on a business card for her wallet. This had taken me twenty minutes. I again thought of the form for Misty. I dialled the Ministry again and was able to speak to a representative. I was not eligible to fill out the form so I dialled Mrs. Ashdown to give her this news. Then I walked down to Misty’s D block class to give her the envelope to take back to her mom. Next, I logged on to an on-line library service to search for articles on obsessive-compulsive disorder. I hoped that I would be able to locate some classroom strategies for students like Odin. I found several articles, and downloaded and printed them. There was no time left in this block. I wanted to read the articles but I also had other work to do. E block was beginning. I asked John to switch with Charles’ sub and work with Taylor. I told him about Taylor’s arm and knowing that Taylor’s E block class was PE, I wanted someone experienced with supporting Taylor to work with him. Because it was PE, Taylor worked on the fitness equipment. I suggested to John that today he should only work on leg strengthening and rest Taylor’s arm. Then I talked with Odin for 10 minutes while we waited for Bev, an SEA, to work with him. He asked if I would print him a new schedule, because his sister had burned his. He pulled it out of his binder and there was, indeed, evidence of burning. The whole side of the paper was charred. Odin had been in two home fires, the most recent one just a year ago. He liked to play with matches and we had had a firefighter visit the class and speak to the students about fire safety. I wanted to be certain that it was not Odin who’d set the fire. He promised me it was his sister, and I promised to print him a new one. After Bev arrived, I phoned his mother to ask about the schedule. She confirmed that it was his sister who’d done it to bug Odin. I located and printed a schedule for him, and then I began work on a parent permission letter to go home with the students. Because the letter was to inform parents that we would be sponsoring a Dental Health presentation in the following week, I wanted to include an appropriate cartoon to stimulate student interest. I used the Internet to find appropriate clip art — a smiley tooth scrubbing herself with a toothbrush. Then I printed out 12 copies for distribution the next day. After this, I helped the substitute SEA load up the Sentence Master program on the computer for Shawn. I located his binder and showed her how to find the new word that he needed to work on, and how to support him after he was finished on the computer. With April beginning next week, I loaded Boardmaker on the computer to create an April calendar, using Picture Communication Symbols, and showing important dates for the students in the program. I needed to make three different versions of the calendar: one for the two Grade 9s in the program that differentiated Day 1 and Day 2: Grade 9s alternated PE and Math in their schedule and needed to know which day was which. Then I needed to do a special one for Odin, as he’d promised to empty two pockets in April. I wanted his calendar to have a picture of a big pocket on each school day and the words “Two Pockets Empty” under each picture. Once this was completed, I created a calendar for all the other students. I printed out all the copies. E block was very close to ending and John came into the room from taking Taylor to the homeward taxi. He reported about PE. He had shown Taylor’s arm to the teacher, and they also wrote to the parents in Taylor’s communication book. Then E block was over, I said good-bye to the students in my room and closed the door. I needed to check e-mail again and respond to any important ones. One of the counsellors entered my room. She needed course selection sheets for two of my students. They were on my desk, having arrived to school from parents, incomplete. We went over the courses together and talked about the IEP goals of each of the students. We made extra selections that would support IEP goals for the students. I made a note to contact the parents about these added courses. I turned back to the e-mail. After deliberating all day about the software offer from SET-BC, I decided that I needed some extra information before I could commit my meager funds to this purchase. I typed a hasty e-mail to ask for added particulars. I spotted an e-mail from the vice-principal about accepting a UBC student for a three-week practicum. Hmm, here is a decision. Did I want the added responsibility of supervising, versus did I want to help a fellow teacher get some needed experience? I sent an affirmative response. Then I tackled this report. The phone rang, “Hey, are you ready to go home?” Yes, I thought. I have work enough here to last all day and all night, but at some point I have to turn it off. Author’s note: I have tried to present a realistic reflection of one specialist support teacher’s very busy day. It was clear that she performed many concurrent tasks, with considerable skill: teaching, organizing SEAs, scheduling, finding or developing resources, and adapting materials, to name just some of the tasks. While this report offers a sense of one day, there were many other days, likely all unique. Some of those days would include hours spent on paperwork, planning, and meetings. As the teacher told me, “At some point you have to turn off,” but before that point comes, this dedicated teacher has worked long hours in a determined effort to provide a quality education for the students in her care. ________________________ 1 “Grey-area” students are defined, for the purposes of this study, as those students who, in the view of school staff, require extra help and support but who are not designated within any Ministry funding category. Extra services would normally be provided but no additional funding is received. [back]   About Us | News & Events | Publications | Advocacy & Action | Social Justice | Issues in Education © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/blogs/research.aspx?blogmonth=10&blogday=16&blogyear=2009&blogid=7524,BCTF Blogs > Research  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources Home > Social Media > Research Blog Search this blog: BCTF Information Services—Research & Reports Provides summaries and links to new reports and studies in the fields of education, labour, and social sciences. Report Card on Physical Activity for Children and Youth 2009 Permanent link The Active Healthy Kids Canada Report Card on Physical Activity for Children and Youth 2009 Active Healthy Kids Canada 2009; 170 pages. This annual report card continues to find that the majority of Canadian children and youth are not meeting the country’s physical activity guidelines of 90 minutes of physical activity a day, though the proportion of children meeting the guidelines has risen from 9% in 2005/2006 to 13% in 2007/2008.  The report stresses the strong ties between improved academic performance and regular physical activity, lending support to calls for more time allocated to school-based physical activity such as PE, recess, or school sports. Posted by BCTF Info. Services at 16/10/2009 4:25 PM Comments (0) A Media-Rich Curriculum for School Success(Education) Permanent link William R. Penuel et al. Summative Evaluation of the Ready to Learn Initiative Preschool Teachers Can Use a Media-Rich Curriculum to Prepare Low-Income Children for School Success: Results of a Randomized Controlled Trial Education Development Center, Inc. & SRI International September 2009; 23 pages. This study, commissioned by the Corporation for Public Broadcasting, found that “a media-rich curriculum with integrated professional development for teachers can prepare low-income children for school success.”  Preschool students who participated in a 10-week technology-supported literacy curriculum outscored non-participating students on all five of the early literacy measures used in the study. Posted by BCTF Info. Services at 16/10/2009 4:25 PM Comments (0) Protecting Children Living With Domestic Violence Permanent link Honouring Christian Lee – No Private Matter: Protecting Children Living With Domestic Violence Office of the Representative for Children and Youth, Mary Ellen Turpel-Lafond September 2009; 94 pages. In response to the 2007 murder of six-year-old Christian Lee, the Office of the Representative for Children and Youth undertook an investigation into systems of support for children and families exposed to domestic violence in Canada.  The Representative found these systems to be inadequate, and puts forth a number of recommendations in this report.  In particular, the Representative argues for greater cooperation and coordination between child welfare, criminal justice and family justice systems, as well as the provision of early intervention and support to victims of domestic violence. Posted by BCTF Info. Services at 16/10/2009 4:22 PM Comments (0) Schoolhouse Commercialism Trends(Education) Permanent link Alex Molnar, Faith Boninger, Gary Wilkinson & Joseph Fogarty Click: The Twelfth Annual Report on Schoolhouse Commercialism Trends: 2008-2009 Education and the Public Interest Center & Commercialism in Education Research Unit September 2009; 41 pages. Researchers from the University of Colorado at Boulder and Arizona State University collaborated on this report on commercialism in U.S. schools.  They focused on attempts by advertisers to create a “total advertising environment” around students through various technologies, and found that advertisements for food represent the bulk of what children are faced with online, in school and on television. Posted by BCTF Info. Services at 16/10/2009 4:21 PM Comments (0) Funding for First Nations Schools in Canada(Education) Permanent link Ashutosh Rajekar and Ramnarayanan Mathilakath The Funding Requirement for First Nations Schools in Canada Office of the Parliamentary Budget Officer May 25, 2009; 74 pages. The Parliamentary Budget Office prepared this report in order to investigate the Canadian government’s approach to school construction for First Nations communities.  The report notes that funds for First Nations schools are not locked down, but instead can be re-allocated to other areas at the behest of the Federal Government.  Furthermore, First Nations schools are under-funded by at least $200 million each year. Posted by BCTF Info. Services at 16/10/2009 4:20 PM Comments (0) Expanding Early Learning in British Columbia(Education) Permanent link Expanding Early Learning in British Columbia for Children Age Three to Five Early Childhood Learning Agency April 2009; 32 pages. This report is the result of a study on the feasibility of full day kindergarten in British Columbia and the possibility of future full day pre-kindergarten for four and three-year-olds.  The report is interesting for its investigation of early childhood education trends, both in Canada and internationally, as well as for its review of existing research on kindergarten and pre-kindergarten.   Ultimately, the report emphasizes that any expansion of early learning in BC must be guided by the need for parental choice, the need for programs with quality characteristics supported by research, and the need for these programs to be introduced gradually. Posted by BCTF Info. Services at 16/10/2009 4:19 PM Comments (0) << October 2009 >> Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat         1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 Blogroll On Education: Schools for a Civil Society B.C. Education Report (Tracy Sherlock, Vancouver Sun) The Hook/Education Teacher Solidarity UBC Educational Studies blog Where the Blog has No Name Archive April 2014 March 2014 January 2014 December 2013 November 2013 October 2013 September 2013 August 2013 June 2013 May 2013 April 2013 March 2013 December 2012 September 2012 August 2012 November 2011 September 2011 April 2011 March 2011 February 2011 January 2011 December 2010 November 2010 October 2010 September 2010 August 2010 July 2010 June 2010 May 2010 April 2010 March 2010 January 2010 December 2009 November 2009 October 2009 September 2009 Subjects Education Labour Social Sciences Recent Posts Recent Additions to the Information Services Research Files - April 2014 Recent Additions to the Information Services Research Files - March 2014 Recent Additions to the Information Services Research Files - February 2014 Recent Additions to the Information Services Research Files - January 2014 Recent Additions to the Information Services Research Files - December 2013 If you are experiencing technical difficulties, please contact the webmanager@bctf.ca. About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/IntlSolidarity.aspx?id=32343,BCTF International Solidarity > Teacher-union partners in programs and activities  	BCTF International Solidarity  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Social Justice > Programs and Workshops > International Solidarity > Solidarity Teacher-union partners in programs and activities   Teacher unions in Latin America: Argentina: CTERA  Brazil: CNTE  Chile: Colegio de Profesores de Chile  Colombia: FECODE  Costa Rica: SEC  Cuba: SNTECD  Ecuador: UNE   El Salvador: ANDES  Guatemala: STEG  Honduras: COLPROSUMAH  Nicaragua: ANDEN  Peru: SUTEP    Teacher unions in Southern Africa Namibia: NANTU (Namibian National Teachers’ Union) Mozambique: ONP (National organization of teachers) South Africa: SADTU (South African Democratic Teachers’ Union)   Other The World Education Forum   The World Peace Education Forum   BCTF member Carroll Airey received CoDevelopment Canada's Solidarity Award for her commitment to education and partnership between communities in northern BC and Nicaragua. See www.slais.ubc.ca/PEOPLE/students/student-groups/lwb/airey.htm. Teacher strike in Guatemala: Joviel Acevedo Ayala from the Guatemala Teachers' Assembly was invited to speak at the 2004 BCTF AGM, but was unable to travel to Canada. Here is the text of his explanation and his report on the gains from a 52-day strike by Guatemalan teachers.   About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media last tweet "" @ - 12:00am Follow @ last post "" facebook/ - Jan 1st Like Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "Eid Mubarak to all those celebrating in BC!" @bcliberals - 06:52pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/IssuesInEducation.aspx?id=5778,BCTF > Brief: BCTF Response to the Draft Standardized Provincial Report Card Templates  	BCTF > Issues in Education  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Issues in Education > Assessment, Evaluation and Reporting BCTF Response to the Draft Standardized Provincial Report Card Templates A Brief to the Minister of Education from the British Columbia Teachers' Federation April 2004 B.C. Teachers’ Federation Response to the Draft Standardized Provincial Report Card Templates PREAMBLE The B.C. Teachers’ Federation is the union of professionals that represents the 42,000 teachers in the public education system in British Columbia. The Federation is committed to success for every student in a strong and stable public education system. The Federation values the opportunity to be involved at the policy level, not just in the implementation of policy, but it has some serious concerns about the process in this case. The Federation notes that all the education partner organizations except the BCTF were contacted to either select or affirm members to sit on the committee that developed the templates. And one of the largest local teacher unions in the province was told that an after-school regional meeting was “invitation only.” This lack of a respectful process is a serious impediment to the full involvement of the profession in decisions affecting their working lives as well as the system as a whole. Despite its concerns about the process, the Federation encouraged its locals, provincial specialist associations (PSAs), school staffs, and individual members to respond to the idea of standardized provincial report cards and to the draft templates developed by the ministry. The Federation developed a discussion guide. Some locals distributed the draft templates and the discussion guide to each of their members. Several PSAs held special meetings to discuss the issue. There were active discussions on Federation and PSA e-mail lists, and a special issue session on provincial report cards at the Federation’s Annual General Meeting during Spring Break. RECOMMENDATION The B.C. Teachers’ Federation recommends that the ministry not develop standardized provincial report cards. The majority of teachers who responded feel that standardized provincial report cards are not necessary. They argued that one size could never fit all. Many teachers also noted that their schools and districts have already gone to enormous lengths to develop local report cards. I love my job, but writing report cards is one of the most difficult parts of that job. Over the years, I have collaborated with other teachers and am finally at the point where I am comfortable with the report card format that I use. So you can imagine my frustration at hearing that a new draft is being proposed and I have no choice about whether or not I want to use it. Vancouver teachers have worked very hard to make a parent-friendly report card already and don’t need another new report card which mandates the format and the performance standards language. The suggestion that all students need to get the same kind of report card is faulty. There is no need for a mandated, one size fits all, report card. Many time-tested, parent-loved, teacher-created models are in successful use around the province doing the job they were designed for—informing parents of the progress of their child and outlining ways for home and school to support that learning. We have an excellent district report format, but thanks anyway! Typically, administrators, teachers, and parents have worked together on these projects and are generally happy with the result. The commitment of some to the local report cards is so high that they argue that theirs ought to be adopted as the provincial standard. What about the good practices out there on local report cards that would no longer be allowed? Others who have been through the local process have reached the conclusion that the perfect report card is an unattainable goal. We will never arrive at the ultimate report card that can perfectly sum up a child. Therefore the attempt to devise a provincial form is a waste of time, money, and effort at a time when there is precious little money available for far more important things. The minority who support a standardized provincial report card do so because they believe it might be less onerous than what is currently required of them. For example, some teachers are simply grateful that the template does not require them to report on each learning outcome separately. Most local report cards require teachers to do more than is required by existing provincial policies on reporting. This is a huge workload issue for teachers. The Federation’s discussion guide included the ministry’s current reporting requirements, and many teachers were surprised to find out that most of what they are required to do is based on local decisions and not provincial policy. Teachers are also surprised to find out that many of their local report cards do not conform to existing provincial reporting policy and wonder why the ministry has made no efforts to ensure that existing provincial policy is followed. Teachers who may otherwise have supported standardized provincial report cards are clearly put off by the draft templates: Should standard report cards be mandatory? Not if they’re as badly thought out as this one! I remain skeptical based on the past history of our current government. Teachers are also skeptical about the ministry’s ability to find the resources to properly implement standardized report cards. Teachers generally support existing provincial reporting policy, with the exception of the “I” (Incomplete) letter grade. They are concerned about the ministry’s stated intention to revise the policy after the report card templates are finalized. Surely the development of the templates should flow from policy. Teachers are confused by the inconsistency of the rhetoric about choice and flexibility and the elimination of “dumb” rules on the one hand, and the proposal to centralize and standardize on the other. The Federation urges the minister to set provincial reporting policy only, and to allow local schools and school boards to develop local report cards that meet their needs and goals. ISSUES Respondents raised a number of issues about the draft standardized provincial report cards in general. This brief will address those general concerns before addressing concerns that are specific to each of the draft templates. Use of technology Many teachers have had negative experiences with the technology associated with local report cards, and they are worried that they will experience more of the same frustrations with a provincial report card. At the Burnaby regional meeting, ministry representatives were unable to explain how the new technology would work or what it would cost. Technology is not always available and reliable. If a computer-based or web-based report card is mandated, teachers need to be provided with laptop computers so that it is possible to work at school or at home, and to negate the possibility of incompatible software or hardware. Teachers are extremely wary of the proposal to have online report card writing using the new Common Student Information System (CSIS). They have several concerns: security of the information and privacy issues use and misuse of report-card data compatibility with marks programs currently in use cost to district of $10 per student in addition to money already spent by districts on software, etc., to develop local report cards availability of technology to all teachers during regular working hours right of teachers to do report cards by hand or be trained pursuant to technology change clauses in collective agreements Teachers are very concerned that the ministry’s plans for CSIS are far ahead of any discussion and debate within the educational community about appropriate uses, necessary safeguards, and costs relative to other priorities in public education. Omissions from the draft templates Teachers were very concerned that the draft templates do not address students with special needs on IEPs, ESL learners, or even French immersion. We find it exceedingly difficult to locate our particular group of learners within the templates. The assurance that the omissions will be dealt with later is of little comfort. Many teachers have engaged in local report-card-design discussions and know that the omitted ones are the most difficult areas to address in a common report card. Simply adding enclosures is not enough; the report card has to indicate that the student’s program has been modified or that the student is an ESL learner. I teach a successful alternate program for children with severe learning disabilities. My current reports, based on the district standard, are detailed, accurate, personalized, one-page descriptions of each student’s term-by-term learning, abilities, and needs. Current practice with respect to my students should not be lightly abandoned. Many teachers noted that although districts have successfully developed standardized inserts, it will be more difficult to standardize provincially. For example, there are no mandatory provincial assessment standards for ESL learners. Inserts or attachments would require teachers to fill out two report cards rather than one—a fairly meaningless standardized one, and a meaningful personalized one. Fine arts teachers note that fine arts is lumped as a single subject when in fact there are separate IRPs, each with separate learning outcomes. Teachers tried unsuccessfully to find even one learning outcome that was common across the four disciplines of fine arts. Including learning outcomes on report cards The draft templates for all but secondary require teachers to choose four learning outcomes from a drop-down list to indicate which learning outcomes were taught during the term. The majority of teachers who responded were opposed to the inclusion of learning outcomes on report cards. Teachers in favour of learning outcomes on report cards also voiced a number of concerns. Several issues, both pedagogical and practical, are inherent in including learning outcomes on report cards: Report cards are primarily the place to report evaluations of student progress. Time, effort, and space taken to communicate previews, or more accurately post-views, of the curriculum inevitably take away from time, effort, and space dedicated to reporting evaluations of students’ progress. What students are expected to learn is better communicated at the beginning of a term and in another form. The templates allow teachers to select only four learning outcomes each term. Teachers are typically working on many more outcomes than that each term. They would not be able to cover the curriculum otherwise. Teachers are unsure how they are supposed to choose four of the many outcomes they are teaching. As the assessment and evaluation will be based on all the outcomes, it will be confusing and misleading for parents and students to have only a subset of those outcomes identified. If learning outcomes are to be included at all, then all learning outcomes addressed in the term must be included. The resulting volume of learning outcomes would overwhelm the evaluative aspects of the report card, effectively changing the purpose of report cards. No "adapted" learning outcome is allowable in ministry policy, so any formal communication of learning outcomes must use the wording of the prescribed learning outcomes as they appear in IRPs. The notes accompanying the templates say the outcomes used in the templates have been "adapted" for use on report cards; that is, they are not quite the same as the prescribed learning outcomes teachers are required to teach. The use of the word adapted is confusing, as the word has an entirely different meaning in ministry policy. Teachers use "adapted" instructional strategies and assessment strategies to help students learn, and demonstrate their learning, in relation to "prescribed" learning outcomes as an alternative to "modifying" the learning outcomes. That the ministry had reworded the learning outcomes prompted many teachers to ask if they may amend and revise them as well. The prescribed learning outcomes are not grade-specific in primary grades. The learning outcomes communicate what students are expected to be able to do in that subject at that grade level. However, the learning outcomes for primary are intended to be learned over a two-year period, K–1 or 2–3, so the outcomes that appear on report cards for students in Kindergarten and Grade 2 will be ones that students have another year to fully master. Parents may see learning outcomes, such as "round numbers to nearest 10 and 100" under an indication that the student is not yet within expectations. Reporting on work habits All the templates except the Kindergarten one, have some way of reporting teacher evaluations of students’ work habits. There is general agreement among teachers that work habits are important and teachers should evaluate and report on them, although the form and format might vary with the grade level. Primary teachers support the omission of a work-habits evaluation from the Kindergarten report card, agreeing that it is “too soon.” They believe Kindergarten teachers could include a comment related to work habits in the “Comments/Ways to Support Learning” sections if they feel it necessary. Most primary teachers feel that the G (good), S (satisfactory), or N (needs improvement) scale for work habits is a pedagogical step backward in the Primary Program. The majority of secondary teachers are comfortable with this system for secondary students. Intermediate and middle school teachers are divided on the issues—some are willing to use G, S, and N; others prefer open-ended comments. The template includes a note: “Full descriptions of the scale to be provided by school.” The draft template for the secondary Grades 8–12 report card provides a rubric for the evaluation of work habits, and other templates say a full description of the scale will be provided by the school. Teachers generally favour a scale or rubric for work habits. They feel it would lead to clearer expectations for students, more thoughtful teacher evaluation of work habits, more consistency among teachers, and fuller information for parents. While teachers are generally supportive of there being a scale for work habits, there were many criticisms of this particular scale. For example, “Independence” refers to the amount of teacher support the student required which in many cases speaks more to students’ abilities than to their work habits. An ESL student or a student with a learning disability may have excellent work habits but still “need one-on-one attention most of the time,” which is deemed “needs improvement.” PRIMARY TEMPLATES This is the most controversial of the templates. Primary teachers are very upset by what they see as a betrayal of the philosophy and pedagogy of the Primary Program. Many respondents quoted from the Primary Program document to contrast it with the templates. And some suggested it is no accident that the draft report card templates are so out of step with the current philosophy of the Primary Program. Suspicious minds would believe this is a back door attack on the acclaimed primary program. Primary teachers expressed “alarm” rather than “concern” and used adjectives that included sterile, cold, impersonal, institutional, mechanistic, and Orwellian to describe the draft primary report card template. Others made anguished pleas for it not to be implemented. It is just not good or responsible reporting! Don’t make me do it! The draft templates for primary report cards are overwhelmingly seen as a step backwards in education in B.C. We feel that this proposed format is not appropriate for reporting the progress of young children. Subjects and areas of development Both the draft primary report cards, the one for Kindergarten and the one for Grades 1 to 3, have headings that represent a mix of subject areas as defined by IRPs and the areas of development as defined by the Primary Program. This leads to considerable conceptual confusion between subject areas and areas of development. The draft report card templates require teachers to report student progress in relation to learning outcomes in IRPs: under a combination area of development and subject heading for four of the seven required curricula: language arts, mathematics, social studies, and science under an area of development heading for two subjects: Physical education under “Physical Development” and fine arts under “Artistic Development and Awareness,” and under a subject heading only for one subject: personal planning. The relationship between learning outcomes in IRPs and areas of development is explicitly (and exhaustively at 28 pages) addressed in Appendix B of The Primary Program: A Framework for Teaching, Ministry of Education 2000. However, the draft report card templates do not reflect what appears in the Primary Program document. The templates require teachers to report on progress in relation to the areas of development in the Primary Program by: evaluating Aesthetic and Artistic Development, under the heading Artistic Development and Awareness, using the learning outcomes of the fine arts curricula, although the Primary Program document also lists some language arts learning outcomes under this area of development evaluating Social and Emotional Development at Kindergarten but not at Grades 1–3 evaluating Intellectual Development under subject headings for language arts, mathematics, social studies and science, although the Primary Program document also lists learning outcomes from the personal planning and fine arts curricula under this area of development evaluating Physical Development only, rather than Physical Development and Well-Being, using the learning outcomes from the PE curriculum only, although the Primary Program document also lists many learning outcomes from the personal planning curriculum as well as learning outcomes from the science and fine arts curricula under this area of development. Neither of the primary report card templates requires teachers to evaluate and report on the fifth area of development defined by the Primary Program—the development of social responsibility. Many teachers commented on the omission. Primary teachers see this as a critical area of development during the primary years and therefore a critical area for reporting. Most primary teachers would prefer to report student progress under Areas of Development headings rather than subject headings. Several also said they would like “Social and Emotional Development” to be the first heading on the report card. Teachers who teach integrated units but must report by subject area, for example in the intermediate grades, must “pull apart” assessment and evaluation in order to report by subject. Many primary teachers feel that the early years are too soon to do that. They prefer to report holistically without headings at all or using the headings currently in the ministerial order or using the areas of development as headings. Primary education is a holistic, integrated, and multifaceted approach. It proceeds in leaps, steps, pauses, and, in some cases, backsliding. It is individualized and child-centred. It defies being broken down into subjects. Levels of performance The report card templates use headings similar to the headings used in the B.C. Performance Standards—not yet within expectations, approaching expectations, meeting expectations, and exceeding expectation—and provide a scale to define those levels. That does not make them linked in any way to the performance standards as stated in the ministry notes. The ministry has not produced performance standards for many of the subjects on the report card—social studies, science, personal planning, etc. The B.C. Performance Standards are non-mandatory teacher resources that provide scales with exemplar samples of student work; they are NOT simply the headings on the columns. They are also aligned to expected performance in March–April of the school year. Many Kindergarten teachers pointed out that there are no performance standards written for Kindergarten. What kind of impact will a “does not meet expectations” checkmark in November of Kindergarten have on the self-esteem of my little ones and the hearts of their parents? Primary teachers are also very opposed to the scale that accompanies these four levels. Earlier they had worried the proposed new report cards would include letter grades. Letter grades require teachers to define six levels of performance in relation to learning outcomes—A, B, C+, C, C-, and I or F. That is, teachers must be able to explain, in relation to the learning outcomes in prescribed curricula, how a student’s C+ differs from a B. To their relief, the notes that accompanied the draft templates indicated that “letter grades are not appropriate in the early years, because it is typical for children at this age to develop more quickly in one area than another. Their knowledge and skills change rapidly.” However, despite that statement, the proposed new primary report cards have eight gradations within each of the four levels, for a total of 32 different levels of performance. That is, primary teachers would have to be able to define and explain, in relation to the learning outcomes in prescribed curricula in the case of subjects, or in relation to expected levels of development in the case of the goal areas, 32 different levels of performance. The current ministerial order on reporting requires teachers to provide oral or written comments on the student’s progress with reference to expected development for students in a similar age range. It is essentially a two-point scale—within widely held expectations or not. The four-point scale—not yet meeting, approaching, meeting, and exceeding expectations—would require teachers to define four levels of performance. Letter grades would require primary teachers to define six levels of performance. The draft templates as presented, with eight gradations within each scale point, require teachers to define 32 levels of performance. Teachers know they cannot do that in any meaningful and defensible way. I have been an educator for over thirty years. I have been a parent for twenty. I have seen report cards come and go. This proposal takes the prize as being the most confusing so far. I can’t imagine how I would assess my students to discover exactly where they fall on this scale. Does one get an extra two squares because he or she is able to use capitals and periods slightly more often than his or her neighbour? Does a perfect score on a math fact drill three days in a row entitle him or her to three extra squares? As a parent, I would find this hopelessly confusing. Our greatest concern is the 32-point scale. It is a glorified checklist. To distinguish between 32 levels or performance for each child in a class is impossible. Not only that; we believe such “quantification” is detrimental to a child. Children do not fit into boxes! Comments/Ways to support learning The draft templates provide enough space for 16 lines of comments in a nine-point font. The heading for this is “Comments/Ways to Support Learning” on the Kindergarten template, but simply “Comments” on the Grade 1–3 template. Primary teachers much prefer the heading “Comments/Ways to Support Learning” to be used throughout the primary years. Many also said that the nine-point font is inappropriate and will affect the readability of the report card. But primary teachers’ main concern about the comments section is that its much reduced size, as well as being inadequate, clearly shifts the focus of evaluation and reporting in the Primary years from the current holistic approaches to sorting and ranking students. In this Orwellian report card, there are few ways to communicate success. MIDDLE-YEARS TEMPLATES Response to the two middle-years templates is mixed. Teachers appreciate the recognition of middle schools and generally support having a choice of templates for Grades 4–9. However, most teachers are not in such an either-or configuration. The most common pattern in elementary schools currently seems to be that students have one teacher for most of their subjects, with one or more other teachers for a subject or two—perhaps music, French, or PE. A number of teachers who teach most or all subjects prefer the template designed for the multiple teachers configuration, partly so they can put separate comments for each subject area. Both templates span Grades 4 to 9, and teachers are concerned that the same reporting form is inappropriate across such a wide grade and age range. You would never evaluate a Grade 4 student the same as a Grade 9 student, yet they will receive the same form. Many teachers supported the suggestion in the notes accompanying the draft templates that letter grades would be optional in Grades 4 and 5. Evaluation of social responsibility The ministry is not proposing that teachers evaluate social responsibility in the Primary years, where social responsibility is an area of development in the Primary Program, but it is proposing that teachers evaluate it in Grades 4–9 where it is not currently part of the required educational programs. The draft templates for Grades 4–9 require that teachers give students a letter grade for social responsibility. Although the notes refer to it as a “subject,” it is not. There is no IRP, no curriculum, no prescribed learning outcomes, and it is currently not a required part of the educational program beyond the Primary Program. B.C. Performance Standards for Social Responsibility is a non-mandatory resource for teachers. The draft templates list the four organizers used in the B.C. Performance Standards for Social Responsibility as “learning outcomes,” but they are not prescribed learning outcomes, and the performance standards are not an educational program guide. If the ministry is proposing to add social responsibility as a mandatory part of students’ educational programs, such a significant proposal needs to have a separate and thorough discussion. It cannot simply be added to the educational program via a report card review. SECONDARY TEMPLATE There were fewer responses from secondary teachers than from primary, elementary, or middle school teachers. Some secondary teachers said it was pointless to respond as their advice about the Graduation Program was ignored, specifically their advice on Grade 10 and 11 provincial exams, the graduation portfolio, and focus areas. However, it appears that the main reason why there was less response is simply that the proposed template differs little from current practice. Many secondary teachers expressed surprise that the ministry feels a need to standardize secondary report card formats. Secondary report cards are currently remarkably similar around the province, and the template differs little from this convergent status quo. In fact, the biggest change from current reporting policy being proposed for secondary report cards, the addition of percentages as well as letter grades for Grades 8–10, is already common practice in many secondary schools. Other secondary schools have avoided this trend, for solid educational reasons. We don’t use percentages, just letter grades, to keep kids’ eyes off number crunching and on learning. Secondary teachers are concerned, however, about the comments. They are critical of the comments available in the templates. Many comment banks have been developed by schools, departments, or even individual teachers. Teachers want to be able to continue to develop and use school comment banks. Teachers in our school district already draw on a data bank of comments developed by teachers here. It will require more time to become familiar with a new set of comments. In closing, the B.C. Teachers’ Federation would like to reiterate its advice to the minister to set provincial reporting policy only and to allow local schools and school boards to develop local report cards that meet their needs and goals. About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13828&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > April 1998 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 10, Number 6, April 1998 Retirement income problems Part 2 of 2 Note: The federal budget of February 24 indicated the government is reviewing the Seniors’ Benefit proposals but is committed to proceeding with legislation in the coming months. There were further indications that implementation may be delayed until early in the next century and that the clawback rate may be modified. Since the government intends to have extensive national consultations on the legislation, there will be opportunity for input from organizations and individuals. Canadian Association of Retired Teachers (CART) position The CART-prepared brief on the income of retirees, that was submitted to the minister of finance, has been endorsed by the B.C. Retired Teachers’ Association. BCRTA has sent copies to all British Columbia Members of Parliament. On Old Age Security/ Guaranteed Income Supplement, and Seniors’ Benefit CART believes that: The present OAS benefit should be retained. No means test should be applied to OAS. The OAS clawback provision should be repealed. All persons who meet a citizenship or residency requirement should be eligible to receive OAS benefits at age 65, as individuals, regardless of marital status or living arrangements. The GIS benefit should be retained. The proposed Seniors’ Benefit should not be implemented. The Seniors’ Benefit, as proposed, means that two groups of seniors will now exist side by side—those individuals who were, or whose spouses were, 60 or over on December 31, 1995, and those who were not. The concept of equal treatment will be a thing of the past. When the universal OAS system came into being in Canada, it was hailed as a great advance—every citizen would be assured of the benefit when he/she met the age and residency requirement. Wealth or poverty, single or married, family or individual status did not affect the right. Since the OAS benefit is considered income, those who have more than others are subject to the progressive tax system of the country. With the OAS clawback, many seniors are forced to pay not only their income tax but, in effect, a surtax. This double taxation through the clawback system is anathema to equity and fairness. The clawback is to be perpetuated in the Seniors’ Benefit. Under the Seniors’ Benefit proposal, subjecting a certain dollar benefit to a person’s living arrangement is equally repugnant to those who believe in the right of each individual to make such choices in the absence of any decisions of the state. This is a special attack on women—or men—who now qualify for an OAS cheque in their own right but face having it clawed back because of a spouse’s income. The current clawback and all the proposals in the Seniors’ Benefit program are contrary to promises made by previous governments. On RRSPs CART believes that the age for compulsory conversion of RRSPs to RRIFs or LIFFs should be returned to age 71 and that the RRSP limits should be increased. The reduction in age for conversion of RRSPs to age 69 has shortened the period for RRSPs to grow and has lengthened the period over which the funds will be taxed. The end result is less money for retirement. Government is reducing public pensions and at the same time it has frozen RRSP limits, thus making it more difficult for citizens to save for retirement. On Income tax CART believes that the seniors’ age tax credit and the pension-income tax credit should both be retained and that the clawback on the age tax credit should be removed. The clawback on the age tax credit affects all low- and middle-income seniors and negates the concept of treating all taxpayers equally in relation to tax credits. Excerpts from a speech by Bruce Watson, president of the Canadian Association of Retired Teachers, to the November 7, 1997, Representative Assembly.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/data.cfm?page=WCBdecisions&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true,BCTF Home E-mail Lists Links A to Z Index Contact Us Help SITE SEARCH Quick Links BCTF formsBCTF NewsFrançaisLabour linksPensionsTeacher NewsmagazineTeaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Health & Safety > WCB Advocacy > WCB decisions WCB Decisions The objective of this page is to provide Workers' Compensation Board decision information to Local Presidents and members. The decisions in the BCTF database are limited to claims that involve teachers. Please contact Sarbrinder Lalli if you have questions about specific decisions. Enter search criteria using the search form below. To see a list of all decisions from 2012 forward, just hit the search button. Help? Search form Year of decision any 2014 2013 2012       Keyword   Please report any problems with this database or web site to BCTF Information Technology About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy Close Window Print Page   WCB Decisions The objective of this page is to provide Workers' Compensation Board decision information to Local Presidents and members. The decisions in the BCTF database are limited to claims that involve teachers. Please contact Sarbrinder Lalli if you have questions about specific decisions. Enter search criteria using the search form below. To see a list of all decisions from 2012 forward, just hit the search button. Help? Search form Year of decision any 2014 2013 2012       Keyword   Please report any problems with this database or web site to BCTF Information Technology)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8022&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 6, April 2005 Effects of cuts on home economics by Jenny Garrels Thirty excited Grade 8 students stream into the foods room ready for a lab. Their teacher is busy at the front of the room getting supplies ready, making sure everything needed for the lab is in place as she knows that once they begin there will not be time for anything else. The students will be doing another flour-based lab, which is not popular with them, but flour is cheap and the budget will not allow for much in the way of fresh fruit and vegetables or high-quality protein items. The teacher has just rushed in from the textiles room, where she spent the lunch break helping students with their projects. The school fashion show is only two weeks away, and the pressure is on to finish projects. She notices that the teaching assistant who usually accompanies the four designated students with special needs in the foods class is absent. She must be away from school, which means no replacement, so the foods students sit in their seats eager to begin, but have to wait until the work groups are reorganized to accommodate the change in staff. Once the lesson is under way, the teacher moves around the room checking on progress, dodging backpacks and coats; there is barely room to move in some units. Perhaps it is a good thing the inadequate budget limits labs using fruits and vegetables—that would mean the crowded students would be using knives! It used to be that the teacher could take the time to mark as she went and stop to give one-on-one assistance. These days, there is time for trouble-shooting only. The inadequate budget means that equipment is not repaired or replaced, so resources are scarce, and she now spends much of her time shunting equipment from one unit to another. As the students leave the room at the end of the class, she walks around picking up stray laundry items and forgotten binders; the room had been so crowded, it was not apparent that the items had been forgotten. Thirty students in a room designed and equipped for 24 takes its toll on the condition of the room and the teacher. Does this sound like fiction? It is the reality played out in home economics rooms across B.C. Larger class sizes, more students with special needs, less support, and shrinking budgets are the ingredients in a recipe for trouble for home economics. Teachers know the conditions are a safety hazard for themselves and their students, and they go home exhausted, still having to face marking, prep work, report cards and, in many cases, grocery shopping. Home economics teachers love their jobs, and they are doing the best they can, but it is taking a heavy toll. Many of us can’t believe how difficult our jobs have become. After 10 or 20 years of teaching, it should be getting easier, not impossible! Jenny Garrels is president of the Teachers of Home Economics Specialist Association.)
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Clark,  This is my  chosen career and I love it but I’m becoming more frustrated and confused by  what you are doing to my chosen career. I have questions I need you to answer.    I am a  teacher in North Vancouver and have been for 26 years. I’ve taught many  different grades, split classes, Gifted Education, Learning Assistance,  Physical Education, all of the core curriculum needed for each elementary grade  level, and I coach all year long: before school, at lunch and after school.     I have been  in this profession since 1986 because I love children. I want to teach them and  help them transition into successful, happy teenagers so that they have a  better opportunity at becoming happy, confident and successful adults in  whatever path they choose.     This is my  chosen career and I love it but I’m becoming more frustrated and confused by  what you are doing to my chosen career. I have questions I need you to answer….    You say we  ‘teachers’ work a short day, have small classes and get the summers off;  therefore, deserve no raise or additional help with our Special Needs students.  REALLY? I can’t think of one teacher that I know (and I know many) who works  those hours and has tiny classes. Who are they? Please tell me.     I (and all of  my fellow teachers) work from approximately 8:45-3:00 actually teaching  children in our classrooms the curriculum we are told to teach by the  government. This is only teaching. It’s not preparing or marking. It is like  you, Christy, going into a Cabinet meeting from 8:45-3:00pm. Can you plan your  next day there? Can you talk to ‘people’ on the phone there? Can you email  while you’re there? Can you talk to others about ‘personal’ issues you may have  in your job while you’re there?     Think of my  job from 8:45-3pm Christy, as one big cabinet meeting with 24 little ones in  Grades 1 and 2. In that cabinet meeting I must teach my mandated curriculum for  two grades to 24 students with 24 individual learning styles, behaviour  concerns undiagnosed, focus issues undiagnosed, separation anxiety, performance  anxiety, medical issues, language issues and let’s not forget about the  ‘average, steady’ children who often get ‘pushed to the side’ because we run  out of time and because, after all, they just listen and learn on their own.     In my cabinet  meeting I don’t wear one ‘hat’ like you Christy. I wear several… all at the  same time. I’m a teacher, counsellor, nurse, psychologist, language  ‘specialist’, coach, Dad and Mom… all day long. Can you wear that many hats  during your cabinet meeting? I can.   I teach  curriculum that is constantly changing, becoming more demanding and more  complex, but without money to buy resources to support this new curriculum, so  I buy, invent or make my own to supplement my curriculum… before and after  school.     During my  ‘cabinet meeting’ from 8:45-3pm I must teach my 24 students, listen to several  stories and ‘happenings’ that my students need to share; tie shoelaces and wipe  noses; congratulate (and clean up) a tooth that just fell out; settle a sad,  hurt or frustrated child; calm anxiety; cuddle one who isn’t feeling well;  praise others for any kind of ‘specials’; clean up spilled juice, paint, food,  muddy clothes; help a child with little or no lunch; reassure another who is  feeling lonely; calm yet another who is angry… all during the time I’m teaching 2 curriculums and adapting these curriculums for the 24 different learning  styles I have in my class.     I mark their  treasured work they are so proud to complete, display many of these creations  on bulletin boards in and out of my classroom so that they can feel proud and  know that I deeply care about their achievements… all before and after school.  I plan my new  themes, units, activities, art projects, science experiments, projects and  field trips, and individualize them to meet the needs of the many different  learning styles within my classroom… all before and after school.   I meet with,  call or email parents to fill them in on their child’s day, inform them of concerns,  accomplishments, arrange meetings, let them know about upcoming special events  we are doing, ask for volunteers for home reading programs, art projects, field  trips… all before and after school.     I hold Open  Houses in my classroom so that parents can ‘see’ what their child has been  doing with me during my ‘cabinet meetings’ everyday… all before and after school.     I write  report cards, long ones, on each child in my classroom 3 times a year… all  before and after school. Then I meet with all of my parents at least twice  formally (but many times informally) about these report cards and any other  concerns… all before and after school.     I coach other  students (not my own in my ‘cabinet meeting’ because they are still too young) before school, during lunch and after school the various sports we offer  because I love it. Many of these students struggle in academics or come from  diverse backgrounds and this is their only opportunity to play a sport and have  fun doing it, all while gaining confidence, so I coach and I love it and so do  they.     Can you do  this Christy? Do you want to wear all of my hats everyday? If you do, then make  sure you leave open at least 2 hours before school, lunch time and at least 3 hours after school every single day because, if you’re not prepared to do that,  then you will not be fulfilling my job as a teacher (or any other teacher for  that matter).  Do you love  kids Christy? Do you want them to be happy, successful and confident adults?  You told us you believe in ‘Kids First”. You even came to our elementary school 6 years ago and signed one of our anti-bullying t-shirts our school was  wearing. If you believe in this, then why are you ‘Bullying Teachers?’ We were  kids too.    What have we  done to deserve this? I need to know so that I can improve my job for you. The  problem is, I’ll now have to work nights and weekends as well because my  present teaching job already fills my day from 7am - 7pm and some of my weekend  hours.  By the way,  I’m not complaining about my job or my long hours at all - I chose this career  and I love teaching. But please Christy, don’t lie to the public about what I  do until you have been in my shoes, even for 1 day, and worn all the hats that  I wear, to truly feel what a teacher does for our future generation… every single  day.     When you have  done that, then I’m okay with you ‘cutting down’ my job as a teacher… because I’m sure you won’t need to do that anymore. Your eyes will be opened up and  your opinions of teachers will change… forever… and in a positive way.    Sincerely, A proud,  dedicated teacher     About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141007,www.huffingtonpost.ca,http://www.huffingtonpost.ca/news/gregor-robertson/websocket/init,�      m�=o�0�w~��.[u��@�HI�� ld_j�������y���%�:����z���r>�tp.�;@��g�϶ �g*4< �f>���a�W�K�(ɏڒ���,���5�e����s��$�!Ѹ�>α0:�qEQ�}K �� c�̽m{۱����,� �����wy�B�*��F ��Ri���´ح^���W�+��)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/iframes/bubble/CSI/,Staffroom Confidential Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Sorry, the page you were looking for in this blog does not exist. Sorry, the page you were looking for in this blog does not exist. Home Subscribe to: Posts (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts All Comments Atom All Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ▼  September (9) Reflections on the BC Teacher Strike BC Teacher strike - Lessons learned Response to Sandy Garossino Will the Education Fund improve classroom conditio... Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Class composition: a human rights perspective Class size and composition - a short visual histor... Guest post - I WILL HOLD THE LINE Teachers - let your leadership know it is time to ... ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141003,www.facebook.com,https://www.facebook.com/supporteducationinbc/photos/pb.1442360749345844.-2207520000.1412360591./1470716219843630/XUIAmbientNUX.react,Page Not Found | Facebook Facebook logo Email or Phone Password Keep me logged in Forgot your password? Sign Up Sorry, this page isn't available The link you followed may be broken, or the page may have been removed. Go back to the previous page · Go to the Facebook homepage · Visit the Help Center Mobile Find Friends Badges People Pages Places Games Locations About Create Ad Create Page Developers Careers Privacy Cookies Terms Help Facebook © 2014 · English (US))
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/ResearchReports.aspx?id=5568&printPage=true,BCTF > 2001wlc02, I love teaching English, but... A study of workload of English teachers in BC secondary schools  	BCTF Research Reports  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Research Reports   PDF version BCTF Research Report Section III 2001-WLC-02 "I love teaching English, but...." A study of the workload of English teachers in B.C. secondary grades September, 2001 Charlie Naylor, BCTF Research John Malcolmson Contents Executive Summary Acknowledgments Introduction Section 1: Who are the secondary English teachers of B.C.? Age Gender and FTE status Geographic location Educational level Years of teaching experience Years of teaching English School type Timetables used Percentage of time teaching English Section 2: Courses taught, class sizes, and class composition Courses taught Class sizes Class composition Changes in class composition over time Section 3: The organization and allocation of secondary English teachers’ work time Marking Preparation time Meetings, paperwork, and other administrative tasks Providing tutorials Participation in students’ extra-curricular activities Section 4: Changes over time, and the nature of English teaching today Perceived changes in teaching English over time The nature of English teaching today Section 5: Stress and coping strategies Stress and its effects on teachers’ personal lives Teaching/school-related strategies to manage workload pressures and reduce stress Conditions required to improve the work of teaching English Section 6: Discussion and recommendations Appendix: English Teaching Workload Survey Questionnaire Executive Summary Nature and methodology of the study The study emerged out of a British Columbia Teachers’ Federation (BCTF) Annual General Meeting resolution in 1999 to study the workload of secondary English teachers in the province. In the fall of 2000 and spring of 2001, a questionnaire survey was developed to gather data regarding the nature and extent of teacher workload, as well as teacher perceptions of workload-related stress and their ability to cope with this stress. The survey was distributed to secondary schools throughout the province. A total of 737 completed surveys were returned. Those surveyed show a demographic profile broadly similar to that of the entire B.C. teacher force, although the following three demographic differences did emerge. In terms of age, survey respondents reflect fewer middle-aged to older secondary English teachers (aged 40 years and over) as compared to the provincial profile. Secondary English teachers are less likely to work part-time as compared with teachers overall. Secondary English teachers have a significantly higher percentage of people with post-graduate university degrees as compared with the provincial pattern for all teachers. Major findings The study shows that: Secondary English teachers work long hours, with an average work-week of more than 53 hours. There is also the real likelihood that this figure underestimates the true extent of work because, for example, it does not include any time spent in marking or preparation when school classes are not in session. Teachers also traditionally appear to underestimate work hours in survey returns, compared to diary time-use studies. The long hours of secondary English teachers are driven primarily by preparation and marking needs, which together account for more than 19 hours of an average teacher’s work week — about two-thirds of reported non-contact time spent on the job. Secondary English teachers report on balance that workload levels have increased in recent years. School organization plays a major role in determining teacher perceptions of workload, with semester-based schools showing the highest levels of dissatisfaction in areas like the organization of preparation time. Secondary English teachers report high and increasing numbers of ESL students and students with special needs in their classes, and more than double the numbers of such students than are recognized as such by the Ministry of Education. Secondary English teachers report that they adjust their methods of teaching to cope with the workload pressures. Such adjustments are driven therefore by workload coping-requirements rather than by pedagogical factors or criteria. Secondary English teachers report widespread symptoms of stress and varying abilities to cope with stress. Both age and gender appear to be relevant variables in how stress and coping ability are perceived, with female and younger teachers reporting both the worst impacts and lesser coping ability. The report’s findings point to a serious incipient problem with secondary English teacher attrition. Many teachers surveyed signal an intention to seek other teaching assignments or to leave teaching altogether because of the inordinate workload created by relentless marking pressures and other time demands. When examined together with age and stress-related data, these findings suggest the possibility that significant numbers of middle-aged, middle-career teachers are leaving secondary English for other work venues, owing to workload demands and related stress. Unless redressed in a real and serious way, the workload of secondary English teachers and the resultant attrition of teachers will likely continue to exacerbate trends pointing towards a shortage of teachers in the near future. "I love teaching English, but the onerous nature of the marking and the challenge of dealing with developing good writing skills have resulted in my requesting to teach Elective courses." "I love teaching English, but feel overburdened and stressed by my workload." "I love teaching English, and I am considered an exemplary one at my school. But I can’t sustain it.... I am pursuing a position in another subject area, one that I am retraining for. Teaching English has become an inhuman task for me. I wish for a fuller, more balanced life." "I love teaching and I love teaching English, but without a year-long spare, I dread the job." "I love literature and I try to be an enthusiastic teacher, but I regret ever going into this field because I have sacrificed many personal relationships and good health." Acknowledgments The authors of this report wish to thank all the English Department Heads who kindly distributed survey instruments to English teachers in their schools. Thanks also to the four Coquitlam English teachers (Avril Chalmers, Tina Grabenhorst, Brenda McNeil, and Wendy Vitter) who shared their knowledge and understanding of teaching secondary English in B.C.’s schools. Their advice was crucial in developing the survey instrument and in generating deeper understanding of the data which has helped us to complete this report. The Coquitlam Teachers’ Association kindly provided meeting space for the planning committee of Coquitlam teachers and BCTF staff. Thanks also to the B.C. Teachers of English and Language Arts Provincial Specialist Association for their support and encouragement during this project. Finally, our thanks are due to all the secondary English teachers who added to their workload by taking time to complete the survey. We hope that our report respects your input, reflects the reality of secondary English teaching, and offers constructive proposals for ameliorating those areas where workload is excessive. Introduction The issue of workload has grown as a focus of concern for teachers in recent years. At the 2000 Annual General Meeting of the British Columbia Teachers’ Federation (BCTF), this concern was reflected in a Resolution from the Coquitlam chapter of the English/Language Arts Provincial Specialist Association (PSA). Resolution 109 called for a provincial survey of class size, class composition, and workload issues for secondary English teachers and was adopted by the Annual General Meeting. Subsequently, BCTF researcher Charlie Naylor working with consultant John Malcolmson met with members of the Coquitlam PSA chapter and developed a survey instrument to collect data on English teachers’ work and on their perceptions of workload factors and related issues (see Appendix). The survey was distributed to secondary and middle-school English Department Heads in all but the smallest schools in the province. A total of 737 completed surveys were returned by teachers in 53 school districts. It is difficult to estimate the precise response rate for two reasons. First, the distribution of the surveys depended on surveys being passed from English Department Heads to members of their departments. Judging by the number of responses, Department Heads did indeed pass the survey on to teachers in their departments, yet there is no way of knowing precisely how many surveys were disseminated or how many potential respondents there are. Secondly, there have been no provincial data kept on the numbers of secondary teachers by subject area since the Data Management Branch of the Ministry of Education ended this category of data collection five years ago. In spite of these problems, the survey response rate can be tentatively estimated at above 30 per cent. This figure is based on an estimate of the total number of English teachers derived from counting the numbers teaching English in a small sample of schools, calculating a ratio of one English teacher per 100 secondary/middle-grade students, and extrapolating a provincial total from this count. While there is an obvious element of estimation built in to this approach, it offers a reasonable approximation of the survey’s response percentage. SECTION 1: Who are the secondary English teachers of B.C.? 1. Age The following table offers a detailed age breakdown for those returning completed surveys, compared with that of B.C.’s overall teacher force. Table 1: Age Distribution of Survey Respondents Compared to the Provincial Profile Age Group Survey Respondents Provincial Profile1 Survey Variance from Profile Under 30 14.8% 9.4% +5.4% 30-39 Years 32.6% 23.6% +9.0% 40-49 Years 21.1% 33.2% -12.1% 50 and Over Years 31.6% 33.7% -2.1% Secondary English teachers appear to be somewhat younger than the general teaching population. Over 47 per cent of survey respondents are under age 40, compared to 33 per cent provincially. The age breakdown of respondents points to two age brackets that together comprise almost two-thirds of English teachers, the first group in its 30s and the second in its 50s. The latter group is the only age group where respondents’ age distribution matches the larger provincial age profile. Of particular interest in the profile of overall returned surveys is the smaller percentage of teachers aged 40–49 years. 2. Gender and FTE status Table 2: Gender and FTE Status of Survey Respondents (provincial profile in brackets)   Gender % Full-time as % Total Part-time as % Total Male 34.1% (34.0%) 91.7% (90.7%) 8.3% (3.2%) Female 65.9% (66.0%) 79.8% (69.2%) 20.2% (20.2%) Overall   84.0% (76.5%) 16.0% (20.3%) The above table shows the survey’s gender and FTE status breakdown compared again to provincial profiles. The above table illustrates that, for the most part, the gender profile of respondents closely matches the provincial profile. However, a few additional points can be made. Proportionately more teachers in the province work part-time than do English teachers, or, conversely, proportionately more English teachers work full-time than is reflected in the provincial profile. Proportionately more women respondents worked full-time than do women teachers generally, although women teachers of English appeared two-and-a-half times more likely to work part-time than do male English teachers. Those secondary English teachers working part-time typically work 0.75 FTE or more. The gender distribution of English teachers varies considerably with age. The older the age group, the more male teachers it has as a percentage of the total within that age group. The following chart looks at the pattern of gender distribution by 10-year age groups. Table 3: Gender Distribution of English Teachers by Age Group As can be seen, English teachers aged in their twenties are most likely to be female — by close to a four-to-one margin. Gender distribution changes steadily as teachers get older. By the time English teachers reach their fifties and sixties, the overall gender distribution is much closer to parity. English teachers are also more likely to work at or near full-time status with the advancement of age, but here the increase in percentage is relatively slight. The next chart looks at the weighted average FTE status by age group. Teachers in their 20s work at an average 95 per cent FTE level. This level rises gradually with the age of teachers. For the smaller group of English teachers in their 60s, all reported working full-time. Table 4: FTE Status by Age Group 3. Geographic location Survey respondents came from all areas of the province. In order to test how closely the geographic distribution of survey respondents matched that of the provincial secondary teacher population overall, respondents’ demographic data from three regional areas were compared with the general teacher distribution in the same areas. These areas were the lower mainland, Vancouver Island including the Gulf Islands, and the rest of B.C.2 Close to 53 per cent of respondents to the survey worked in lower mainland school districts (defined here to include districts 33 through 45). This compares to 51 per cent of the province’s educators who work in the same districts. Respondents from Vancouver Island represented 15 per cent of the total respondents, while 16 per cent of all educators in the province work there. Some 32 per cent of respondents lived and worked elsewhere in the province, while 33 per cent of educators are to be found here. The survey data therefore appear to closely match the overall geographic distribution of secondary teachers. 4. Educational level Respondents were asked to indicate their highest level of university education. The next table shows the breakdown. The data show seven of 10 English teachers reporting a bachelors-level of educational qualification. Overall 27.2 per cent report some level of graduate degree, whether Masters or Doctorate. Although the Ministry of Education does not publish statistics relating to educational qualification of the province’s educators, it is highly likely that the percentage of secondary English teachers holding graduate degrees is significantly higher than the percentage for the entire teacher force.3 Almost exactly half of respondents indicated they had pursued educational upgrading relevant to their current work. The types of courses and programs listed varied considerably and included partial degree requirements, individual courses, diplomas, certificates and other kinds of specialized training. Table 5: Highest Educational Level of Survey Respondents Question What is your highest level of university education? Level Teacher Count % of Total Bachelors 512 70.1% Masters 195 26.7% Doctorate 4 0.5% Other 19 2.6% 5. Years of teaching experience The survey gathered information on experience levels of secondary English teachers. The following table summarizes the pattern of responses and compares it with the provincial teacher profile.4 Table 6: Teaching Experience of Survey Respondents Experience Group (Years) Survey Respondents Provincial Profile Variance from Profile Less than One 0.7% 3.0% -2.3% One to Four 18.0% 18.2% -.02% Five to Nine 24.1% 20.5% +3.6% Ten to Nineteen 25.2% 29.3% -4.1% Twenty and Over 31.9% 29.0% +2.9% The data show a smaller number of new teachers — those with less than a year of experience or, in other words, within their first year of teaching. For the next category (1–4 years), survey respondents matched the provincial profile fairly closely, and in the "Five to Nine" year Group, respondents exceed the profile by a substantial amount. In the "Ten to Twenty" year Group, the relationship is reversed while for teachers with over 20 year of experience the survey group once again exceeded the provincial profile. The data may indicate that relatively few new teachers appear to start their careers teaching English. An alternate explanation might be that smaller numbers of new teachers returned surveys. At the other end of the spectrum, there is a larger group of teachers who stay with teaching English in the latter part of their careers. In between, there could be an attrition of English teachers within the "Ten to Nineteen" year Group. Just what this indicates — burnout, migration to other teaching responsibilities, or to other lines of work — is clearly open to speculation. 6. Years of teaching English The survey also gathered information on years of teaching experience in English as well as in the current school. While there are no provincial data for the latter area, the survey data do point to some important patterns. Table 7: Years Teaching English and Teaching Within Current School, Survey Respondents Experience Range Years Teaching English Years Teaching In Current School Less than 5 years 30.3% 46.7% 6-10 years 24.4% 27.7% 11-20 years 23.6% 17.6% More than 20 years 21.7% 7.9% It is useful to compare the overall experience level of respondents with that of all teachers.5 Ministry of Education data is, however, framed in terms of years of experience within B.C., while the survey solicited the total teaching experience of respondents. Nonetheless, even allowing for this difference, it appears that respondents to this survey who were teachers with more than 20 years of experience may reflect the provincial average of teaching experience. However, substantially more of the respondents to this survey appear to have fewer years of teaching experience than is common in the teaching population. Taken with the data on respondents’ ages, it appears that secondary English teachers have both a substantial group of older experienced educators as well as a substantial number of younger and less-experienced teachers — more than is the norm for teachers as a whole. Such a tentative demographic breakdown may point to an internal stratification of secondary English teachers along age lines. For this reason, it will be important to examine various other aspects of the survey responses in light of this particular breakdown. 7. School type The following table examines the distribution of survey respondents by school type against the overall provincial pattern. Table 8: School Type, Survey Schools and Provincial Profile School Type Respondents Provincial Middle 3.3% N/A Junior Secondary 7.5% 18% Secondary 76.9% 78% Senior secondary 12.1% 4% Ministry Standard Report information does not as yet include a "Middle School" designation, making comparisons with that school type problematic. It appears that the numbers of survey respondents’ who work in schools with a "secondary" designation closely match the provincial profile, while the survey received a higher proportion of responses from senior secondary English teachers than might be expected from the provincial data.6 8. Timetables used There appears to be a significant discrepancy between the prevalence of timetable systems used across the province’s secondary schools and the timetables used in the schools of respondents. Substantially fewer responses were received from schools with linear systems, and substantially more from schools with semester systems than might be expected from the provincial profile.7 The following table provides the comparison. Table 9: Distribution of Respondents by Timetable Used Timetable Used Respondent Schools Provincial Secondary School Organization Variance from Provincial Profile 10-month linear 32.1% 47.0% -14.9% Combination linear/semester 22.6% 17.3% -5.3% Semester/Trimester 40.6% 23.8% +16.8% Quarter/Copernican 3.7% 3.3% +0.4% Other 1.0% 8.6% -7.6% The data in the table indicate "Semester" and "Linear" systems as most prevalent in schools teaching secondary English. Together with the "Combination" timetables, these schools account for over 95 per cent of respondents’ schools. For the province as a whole, these three categories account for 88 per cent of all secondary schools. There were a high number of survey returns from English teachers in semester timetable systems, and these returns reflected a theme of some dissatisfaction with the availability and spacing of preparation time in such systems. As is indicated in the later discussion of stress symptoms, a significant number of English teachers see use of the semester timetable system as exacerbating their workload and resultant stress. 9. Percentage of time teaching English Teachers were also asked to provide information on the percentage of teaching load that is secondary English. The following table shows the distribution of responses. Table 10: Percentage of Respondents’ Teaching Load that is Secondary English Teaching Load Range (% of Total Load) % of Survey Respondents 20% or less 5.6% 21 to 40% 10.2% 41 to 60% 15.8% 61 to 80% 16.5% Over 80% 51.9% As can be seen, a majority of survey respondents have secondary English comprising in excess of 80 per cent of their total teaching load. Indeed, over 43 per cent taught English at least 90 per cent of their total teaching time. Respondents indicated a tendency to teach more secondary English as they grew older. As the next table shows, English teachers in their twenties and thirties taught English on average on the lower end of the "61–70%" of total time band. This figure rose to the lower end of the "71–80%" total time band for teachers in their 50s and 60s. Table 11: Percentage of Secondary English Teaching Load by Age Group Age Group Percentage Band Relative Position within % Band 20s 61-70% Lower 30s 61-70% Lower 40s 61-70% Middle 50s 71-80% Lower 60s 71-80% Lower The following table shows the distribution of survey respondents by number of hours of weekly English classroom time. Table 12: Percentage Distribution of Respondents by Weekly Hours of English Teaching The data indicate that the largest percentage clusters occur between the 12 and 25 hours levels where two-thirds of survey respondents are found. The tallest bars in the chart occur at the 20 and 25 hour levels which together account for just under one fifth of all secondary English teachers covered by the survey. SECTION 2: Courses taught, class sizes, and class composition Respondents were asked to list all courses taught which fitted within the English Department, the grade levels of those classes, and the total number of students in each class. Numbers of English as a Second Language students and students with special needs for each class were also requested, both in terms of those in each category who were officially designated in both categories, and in terms of those whom the respondent considered to be legitimately within the English as a Second Language or "special needs" categories, but who were not officially designated. Numbers of those students designated as "Gifted" were also requested. While respondents listed 16 Language Arts courses taught in total, 78% taught English courses, with Communications, Humanities and English Literature the three most commonly-taught Language Arts classes other than English. 1. Courses taught The following table shows average reported class size by type of course. Course types are listed in descending order of frequency. Table 13: English Course Type and Average Class Sizes by Type of Secondary English Class English Course Type Number of Classes Reported % of Total Classes Reported Average Class Size English 2,327 78.0% 26.3 Communications 169 5.7% 18.7 Humanities 129 4.3% 28.1 English Literature 81 2.7% 20.8 Writing 67 2.2% 20.2 Other English 62 2.1% 19.5 Honour English 32 1.1% 23.8 Advanced Placement 26 0.9% 21.0 Journalism 22 0.7% 16.8 Enriched English 17 0.6% 21.1 International Baccalaureate 16 0.5% 25.8 Modified English 8 0.3% 16.4 Pre-International Baccalaureate 8 0.3% 25.0 Technical Professional Comm. 5 0.2% 17.0 Composition 5 0.2% 27.8 Adapted English 5 0.2% 19.0 Total Classes 2,982     As is evident from the table, close to four of five classes covered in the survey were standard English classes. The remaining one-fifth carried some form of other designation. 2. Class sizes The next table looks at survey results in the area of reported class size. Table 14: Average Class Size, Classes Reporting and Respondents, by Grade Grade Average Reported Class Size Number of English Classes Reporting % of Survey Respondents Reporting Teaching this Grade 8 26.0 417 35.7% 9 26.2 450 39.5% 10 26.2 528 44.6% 11 25.3 663 52.5% 12 24.8 779 48.3% Overall Average 25.6     While average class sizes appear to fall within collective agreement norms, it is apparent that the average size of reported classes falls with the increase in grade level. Next is the distribution of reported classes by grade and class-size range. Table 15: Distribution of Reported Class Size Frequency by Size Groups Grade Number of Reported Classes by Student Size Groups 10 or less students 11–15 students 16–20 students 21–25 students 26–30 students Over 30 students 8 15 10 38 134 237 17 9 33 7 44 119 247 34 10 24 21 44 151 281 48 11 39 26 68 193 323 50 12 45 48 112 218 328 42 Total Classes 156 112 306 815 1,416 191 % of Total Classes 5.2% 3.7% 10.2% 27.2% 47.3% 6.4% Close to half of all reported classes fall within the 26-30 student size range. While a similar percentage are smaller than this, it is important to note than over six per cent of secondary English classes fall above this size range. It is possible that some of these exceed class-size limits in collective agreements. 3. Class composition The survey also asked respondents to report numbers of English as a Second Language and Special Needs students, both those designated by the Ministry of Education as well as non-designated students — those who in the judgment of the teacher were either ESL or Special Needs but were not officially designated as such. The next table looks at reported English as a Second Language composition data. Table 16: Average English as a Second Language Students, Designated and Non- Designated, by Grade Level Grade Average ESL Students per Class (Designated) Average ESL Students per Class (Non-Designated) Total Reported ESL Students 8 1.1 1.7 2.8 9 1.3 1.5 2.8 10 1.5 2.5 4.0 11 2.3 3.1 5.4 12 1.8 3.4 5.2 Average 1.7 2.5 4.2 The numbers of designated students within the English as a Second Language categories appear within the norms of many collective agreements. What may be of greater concern, however, are the numbers of non-designated students reported by respondents. While the data indicate an average of 1.7 ESL students who are designated, the total impact on teacher workload is significantly greater when "Non-designated" students are factored in. All told, survey respondents counted one and a half times as many "Non-Designated" as "Designated" ESL students. Consequently, when the latter are included, the total number of teacher-reported English as a Second Language students rises to 4.2 on average per class, nine per cent of the total number of students in an average secondary English class. The following table looks at reported information regarding students with special needs within secondary English classes. Table 17: Average Students with Special Needs, Designated and Non-Designated, by Grade Level Grade Average Special Needs per Class (Designated) Average Special Needs per Class (Non-Designated) Total Reported Special Needs Students 8 3.2 2.4 5.6 9 2.1 1.7 3.8 10 1.7 1.7 3.4 11 1.3 1.8 3.1 12 1.2 1.5 2.7 Average 1.9 1.8 3.6 Here the number of "Non-Designated" students is roughly equivalent to the number of "Designated" students. When both categories are added together, the average secondary English class appears to contain double the number of special needs students officially recognized by the Ministry of Education. The survey also gathered information on reported numbers of "Gifted" students within secondary English classes. The following table shows the average reported incidence by grade level. Table 18: Average Gifted Students, by Grade Level Grade Average of Gifted Per Class 8 1.6 9 1.6 10 1.5 11 1.7 12 1.9 Average 1.6 The data show a slight tendency for the number of gifted students to rise with the increase in grade levels. On average, secondary English teachers identify 1.6 such students in each class. The prevalence of ESL students in English classes increases with grade level, while the reverse is true for the prevalence of students with special needs, with less than half the numbers reported at Grade 12 than in Grade 8. Combining the ESL and special needs numbers reported shows respondents indicating between 25.2% (Grade 9) and 33.6% (Grade 11) of their students were either ESL or having special needs. The average class included 30.5% of students in these categories. Analysis of qualitative data gathered by the survey identifies class composition, and specifically the numbers of students who are either English as a Second Language or have special needs, as an issue of concern for secondary English teachers. In some cases, respondents note the increased time and demands of working with such students, the need to adapt curriculum, or mention reduced district support for English as a Second Language students and/or students with special needs, resulting in greater workload for classroom teachers: "In a lot of cases the curriculum is adapted/modified to meet the needs of these (special needs) students. While my particular school has good support for these students, there is considerable work involved in order to provide these kids with a suitable program." "As higher numbers of ESL students enter regular classes, teachers must spend more tutorial time to upgrade these students. This time demand, when combined with adapting curriculum, places much more stress on teachers." "I am a well qualified and experienced ESL teacher. My district is reducing and reorganizing (eliminating) portions of the district program that I teach in my school. If this program is disbanded, ESL students will be integrated with minimal support into regular classes — to their and the teachers’ disadvantage." "Integration means that English classes are far more challenging and frustrating to teach; difference in capabilities within a class is huge." "(There is) a high percentage of students with learning/behavioural problems who are not officially special needs students but need a lot of extra attention and alternate materials." 4. Changes in class composition over time The following table looks at teacher perceptions of changes in the size of their secondary English classes over the past five years. Table 19: Changes in Class Size Compared with Five Years Ago Question: In the last five years, have class sizes generally decreased, increased, or stayed the same? Response Options Number of Responses % of Responses Considerably Smaller 1 0.2% Somewhat Smaller 32 5.0% Same 375 58.3% Somewhat Larger 213 33.1% Considerably Larger 22 3.4% Total Responses   643   As the table indicates, a little over five per cent of respondents reported lower class sizes compared to five years ago, 58.3 per cent reported unchanged class size, and 37.5 per cent reported increases, whether "somewhat" or "considerable". While an identical percentage reported an increase in designated English as a Second Language students over a three-year period, a substantially greater number of respondents (56 per cent) cited increased numbers of non-designated English as a Second Language students. Over the same period, 54 per cent of respondents reported increased numbers of designated students with special needs over the last five years, while over two-thirds reported more non-designated students with special needs over the same period. Table 20: Class Composition Compared with Five Years Ago, Percentage of Respondents Question: In the last five years, how has class composition changed, on average? Response Options Designated ESL Non-Designated ESL Designated Special Needs Non-Designated Special Needs Increased 37.8% 56.0% 53.9% 67.1% Stayed the Same 48.1% 40.3% 39.9% 30.9% Decreased 14.1% 3.7% 6.2% 2.0% With the exception of "Designated ESL", significant majorities of teacher respondents indicate an increase in the incidence of integrated special needs and English as a Second Language students into their classrooms. While anywhere from 30 to 50 per cent of respondents see things as having "stayed the same", very few teachers report a decrease in either English as a Second Language or Special Needs students in their classrooms. Together the perception of increased class size and changed composition underline the view that English teachers’ workload has intensified. The combination of increased class size, and increased prevalence of limited English, or an exceptionality, during the last five years, suggest that workload demands faced by secondary English teachers have been impacted significantly by changing class size and composition. Changes to provincial ESL policy may be a factor in the increased numbers of non-designated English as a Second Language students reported by English teachers. Provincial policy caps English as a Second Language service at five years, although the research clearly shows that such a period may be inadequate for the academic needs of many English as a Second Language students.8 If the province terminates ESL funding after five years service, there is no incentive for a school district to identify such students as ESL. It is also clear that proportionately more secondary than elementary English as a Second Language students will not be designated, as any ESL student funded for five years in grades K-7 will enter secondary schools and not be eligible for additional funded ESL support. It can be argued that the consequences of capping limit the ability of secondary teachers to meet students’ needs. Without funding, there is less specialist ESL teacher support for classroom teachers. Less ESL specialist support means that each English teacher carries extra responsibility to adapt pedagogy or curriculum, or even to identify appropriate strategies for use with English as a Second Language students. Teaching mandatory academic English courses to students with limited English proficiency therefore becomes more difficult and complex, which adds to the workload of these teachers. SECTION 3: The organization and allocation of secondary English teachers’ work time Not all survey respondents held full-time teaching jobs. While about 84 per cent — about five of six respondents — reported working full-time, the balance indicated varying levels of part-time status. For the survey as a whole, the average FTE status of a respondent calculates out to 95.6 per cent.9 On average, the survey data shows that a full-time secondary English teacher spends 23.6 per week as contact time within the classroom.10 However, survey questions and responses allowed for the calculation of amounts of time spent weekly by English teachers on the other, non-contact components of their work. The following table provides a breakdown based on a typical or average FTE respondent. Table 21: Average Weekly FTE Non-Contact Time Spent on Work-Related Tasks Activity At School Evenings Weekends Total Time Marking 3.5 4.3 3.7 11.5 Preparation 3.4 2.3 1.8 7.6 Meetings 1.6 0.3 0.0 2.0 Paperwork/ record-keeping 1.9 0.8 0.6 3.4 Other administration 1.5 0.3 0.2 2.0 Other job-related 1.7 0.8 0.6 3.1 Total 13.7 8.8 7.0 29.5 % of Total 46.3% 30.0% 23.7%   The table shows that, on average, a full-time secondary English teacher logs a total of 29.5 hours a week of non-contact time in a series of other activities integrally related to their teaching. Slightly less than half this additional time is spent at school with the balance occurring either during evenings or on weekends. Overall, however, the portion of time spent in contact with students is far surpassed by the non-contact hours devoted to tasks like marking, preparation, paperwork and meetings. Adding time devoted to these tasks to the average contact time yields an average total secondary English teacher work week of 53.1 hours. To gauge the full extent of this time commitment, some additional calculations are in order. In a school year that comprised 194 instructional days, a typical secondary English teacher would spend the equivalent of 38.8 annual weeks on the job (194 divided by five). If the average work week total of 53.1 hours is used, this teacher would log a total of 2,060 annual hours on the job (38.8 multiplied by 53.1). This latter amount is the equivalent of 54.9 weeks at 37.5 hours, almost three weeks more than there are in a full calendar year. Put another way, if English teachers worked every one of a year’s 52 weeks, and took no statutory or other holidays, they would still be working an average of 39.6 hours each week.11 When looked at from the vantage point of calculations like these, the much-advertised holiday breaks that teachers routinely receive take on a different meaning — as vital recuperative periods within an annual work and time commitment that far exceeds the norm in other fields. Only six per cent of respondents stated that the time spent in work-related tasks had decreased over the last five years. Four out of ten teachers indicated they spent "somewhat more" time in tasks other than direct teaching today as compared with five years ago. And 23.1 per cent said they spent "considerably more" time in such tasks now. Close to three of every four secondary English teachers therefore report some level of increase in the time taken by these tasks as compared with the recent past. 1. Marking For many teachers of English, time spent in marking represents the single most significant factor contributing to increased workload. As the last table indicated, respondents report spending from eleven to twelve hours a week marking students’ work. In the area of the survey form geared to eliciting open-ended comments about work, more than twice as many of these comments were directed to the issue of excessive marking as were made about any other issue. The time spent is significant in itself, but the comments of respondents underline how the pressures of relentless marking are forcibly endured by English teachers in the field. Three factors emerge as problematic in the context of teachers’ marking workload: (1) The sheer quantity of marking is excessive and appears out of line with marking requirements in other subject areas. Excessive marking is taking a serious toll on English teachers, and some are opting out of teaching English. "The marking is overwhelming, and I only teach English 50% of the time." "I believe that it is crucial that the marking load for English teachers be taken into consideration. If we are expected to teach students to write, we need time to mark and to give feedback. Because the load is too heavy, I have opted to go part-time." "3 of the 5 English teachers on my staff are suffering obvious signs of stress and burn-out. Many English teachers are opting for other courses where there is not such a high marking/prep load." "Marking loads … make the teaching of English more onerous than any other course. There is a huge difference in workload within schools. Many teachers have little or no marking or prep, whereas English teachers, in particular, have hours of extra work each day without compensation in time or money." "I need more time built in to the timetable for marking; as the ESL component increases so does time spent marking, but there just isn’t more time. I am extremely focused and disciplined regarding my mark load but this is at the expense of other areas of my life." (2) The marking itself is highly demanding because it involves constant reading and assessment of student writing, and this often opens up other issues in students’ lives. "… a block of ‘marking time’ would help tremendously. Teaching senior English classes is daunting at times, especially with the prospect of marking 56 essays. There simply isn’t time to give the necessary feedback to each student, plus the opportunity to give students the chance to rewrite assignments that were poorly written [or they] simply misunder[stood] the assignment." "The marking load of an English teacher is huge! I find it impossible to do full-time English (I took on one non-academic course to reduce load). Also, many issues arise about students’ personal lives through writing, discussion, and this increases teacher stress." "Teaching mostly senior English, I still have nightmares of the full days (no spares) with four classes of senior English followed by 4-5 hours of marking and then planning for the next day. In addition, I marked every Saturday night and planned every Sunday." (3) The lack of recognition of English marking requirements and the inadequate time provided for English marking results in unacceptable levels of fatigue and exhaustion. "As much as I love teaching English, it is very exhausting. More marking time would be great." "Many teachers have little or no marking time, and English teachers in particular, have hours of extra work each day without compensation in time or pay." "The marking load in English (especially senior English) is very high! I get sick every year at Christmas and spend the first two weeks in July in a near-catatonic state." "For Mother’s Day several years ago, my daughter brought home a list of the top three things my mom loves to do. #1 on her list ‘My mother loves to mark papers.’ This was the day I decided to move to part-time." 2. Preparation time Survey respondents were asked to indicate how much preparation time they were allocated within their schools. The term "allocated" is used very specifically in this context to refer to the amount of time formally provided to the teacher during school time. It does not refer to the actual total amount of time spent preparing for classes, most of which occurs beyond the confines of the school day. The following table summarizes the responses. Table 22: Distribution of Preparation Time, by Time Groups Allocated minutes of preparation per Week % Distribution of Respondents 20 or Less 2.5% 20 to 30 2.5% 30 to 40 4.3% 40 to 50 1.9% 50 to 60 7.2% 60 to 70 8.8% 70 to 80 49.0% 80 to 90 1.9% Over 90 22.0% The chart data shows that the most common preparation time allocation was from 70 to 80 minutes per week. The next most common grouping was the "Over 90" minute category. Secondary English teachers’ preparation time is not always evenly distributed throughout the year — about 40 per cent of survey respondents indicated they did not receive allocated preparation time in this manner. The majority of those who reported uneven distribution worked in schools with semester or quarter timetables and indicated preparation time was concentrated in one semester or quarter but not another. Indeed, over 90 per cent of teachers citing uneven preparation time distribution came from schools using either a "Semester" or a "Combination Semester/Linear" timetable. For the survey as a whole, teachers were evenly split when asked whether the distribution of preparation time throughout the year was appropriate to their needs. However, when timetable organization data was examined in relation to teacher views on the appropriateness of preparation time to their needs, those teachers working in semestered schools expressed the highest level of dissatisfaction. Survey respondents from semester schools reported limited preparation time as, in most cases, preparation was only available in one half of the year, with none available in the other half. "I would like to see semestered system eliminated, especially in the teaching of English. If not, then more preparation time (fewer blocks to teach). As I don’t see this happening, I will be looking for another career." "I really enjoy teaching English when I have three courses per semester. I hate it when I have 4 in a semester. Last year, I took unpaid leave of absence to avoid four. This year, I managed because I had English tutorial as one of my four. Next year, I have applied for medical leave so that I’m teaching 3 per semester only." "I have taught in both linear and semestered schools. In the latter, prep time was concentrated in one semester. It was brutal." "I thoroughly enjoy teaching English and it is my first love, but I am now taking on some Junior Socials courses to ease my marking and prep load. I feel much more confident and capable in my teaching when I have more prep time. The semester when I have no prep is exhausting! Many of our English teachers are cutting back on teaching assignments or the number of English courses in order to cope." Table 23: Percentage of Respondents that See Preparation Time Distribution as Inappropriate to Their Needs, by School Organization While semester-school teachers accounted for just over 40 per cent of those participating in the survey, they accounted for 57 per cent of survey respondents expressing dissatisfaction with the distribution of preparation time. And, unlike teachers from schools with other timetabling systems, a clear and sizeable majority of teachers in these schools see inappropriate organization of preparation time as a problem that complicates their work lives. Teachers were also asked about their ability to use preparation time. Less than a third of respondents (30 per cent) stated that they were generally able to use assigned preparation time for its intended purpose. While only 16 per cent reported themselves unable to use such time, the largest block — 54 per cent of respondents — faced regular demands that negatively impacted on the time they had to prepare for classes. The five main activities that reduced teachers’ ability to use preparation time were, in descending order of frequency, as follows: making phone calls; reporting absences; responding to Administrative Officer requests; helping students; and attending meetings. For reasons such as these, many respondents identified the lack of preparation time and its inappropriate distribution as areas of major workload concern. 3. Meetings, paperwork, and other administrative tasks Many respondents cited the wide range of tasks they were required to do, or meetings they were expected to attend, as a significant area of workload concern. "If all I did was teach English, the job would be great. But all of the administrative work wears me down: collecting, evaluating marks, interim report cards, doing report cards using a very un-user-friendly program, taking attendance, signing in-signing out/repairing/ordering/collecting textbooks, long break and bus supervision, screening meetings, grad teas, grad banquets, meet the teacher night, P/T interviews, parent concerns, phone calls, letters, dept. meetings, staff meetings, union meetings, running materials off. All those things other than teaching English!" Many also used the word "expectations" to describe tasks expected of them, with the sense that the expectations were ever-present, constantly growing, and collectively becoming increasingly unmanageable. "When I started teaching English in another province, I was given time to prepare work. Secretaries typed assignments and exams. Fewer expectations were placed on my lunch hours and after-school hours. English teachers had a lighter class load than others for a brief span of time — 20-25 years ago. The teaching suffers when teachers are overworked, as I consider most English teachers to be today." "What I do not love is the pressure I feel to be accountable for statistics beyond my control. I cannot magically make an unskilled group of students academically literate in one year in time to perform on the final exam. Yet, I feel that is the expectations of administrators, district staff and parents." "Teaching English is less and less the issue. The issue is that we are expected to assume the responsibilities once assumed by the family." 4. Providing tutorials Tutorial time is time English teachers devote to assisting students that does not involve teaching a specific class. Almost 70 per cent of English teacher respondents reported they provided regular tutorial time for students. In some cases this was assigned as part of a teaching load; in others, it was additional to a teaching load. For either group, the average total weekly time allotment was about 90 minutes. a. Where tutorial time is assigned as part of a teaching load About ten per cent of respondents indicated tutorial time was part of their assigned teaching load. For these teachers, the largest group — about 44 per cent — reported one hour or less tutorial time, another 35 per cent reported between one and two hours, and an additional fifth reported above two hours a week. A total of 13.2 per cent of respondents stated that this time had been reduced in the last five years, while 17.5 per cent stated that it had increased. More than two-thirds of respondents — 69.4 per cent — indicated no change in tutorial assignment allocation over the last five years. b. Where tutorial time is in addition to a teaching load About 63 per cent reported they provided tutorials but that it was additional to their regular teaching load. Of this group, a large number (109 respondents, or 27 per cent of the total) offered tutorial time for exactly one hour a week, with slightly under half that number providing 30 minutes of weekly tutorial time. Some 58 per cent of respondents in this group offered an hour or less of tutorial time. A quarter offered between one and two hours, while 16 per cent offered more than two hours tutorial in addition to their teaching load. Eight per cent of this group of respondents indicated reduced tutorial time over the last five years, while 40.0 per cent reported an increase. The balance — just over half the group — reported no change. To summarize, these data indicate that close to three-quarters of respondents provided tutorial time. Very few English teachers received tutorial time as part of their assigned time, while almost two-thirds of respondents provided tutorials in addition to their teaching. On balance, there is also clear evidence of an increase in the provision of tutorials as additional work rather than as part of assigned teaching load. The increased prevalence of tutorial time exacerbates the workload of English teachers by increasing teaching/contact time with students and by correspondingly reducing time available for other tasks like preparation or marking. Minimal formal assignment of such time as a part of the regular teaching load, and a common increased expectation of tutorial time in addition to the regular load, would also appear to circumvent contract language dealing with teaching hours. 5. Participation in students’ extra-curricular activities Depending on the activity, between ten and 30 per cent of respondents indicated involvement in a range of extra-curricular activities connected to aspects of English teaching. Thirty per cent were involved in school drama productions, 21.0 per cent in the yearbook production, 20.0 per cent in creative writing activities, and 10.8 per cent in debating. However, most respondents — about seventy-five per cent — indicated involvement in other, non-English related extra-curricular activities. When asked to compare their current level of extra-curricular involvement with that of five years ago, less than twenty five per cent of respondents indicated increased involvement, while 36.3 per cent indicated the same levels of involvement. Close to forty per cent of respondents spend less time now than five years ago on extra-curricular activities, this group being evenly divided between those who spent "somewhat" less and those who spent "considerably" less time. The distribution of respondents by actual time spent on such activities is shown in the chart below. Table 24: Distribution of Respondents’ Extra-Curricular Time, Hours Per Week These data reflect the determined effort of English teachers to participate in extra-curricular activities, whether English-related, sports, or club-related. However, it appears that the excessive workload identified by respondents is inducing close to forty per cent of teachers to reduce extra-curricular involvements. Such a trend should be of concern, as it reflects reduced participation in the "community" of school life and translates into potentially fewer opportunities for student participation in extra-curricular interests. SECTION 4: Changes over time, and the nature of English teaching today 1. Perceived changes in teaching English over time English teachers were asked to agree or disagree with four statements related to the nature of English teaching, comparing the present time with the time when each respondent started his or her teaching career. The following table presents the results. Table 25: How English Teaching has Changed Since You Started? Statement % Agreeing I am teaching a greater range of English courses. 49.3% The student population and its needs have become more challenging. 92.7% I have less time available to work with individual students. 86.7% I have less time available to work with students outside class. 76.8% Just under half of respondents said they now taught more English courses compared to when they began teaching. However, close to 90 per cent indicated that the student population had become more challenging today and that they had less time to work with individual students in class. And, more than three out of four secondary English teachers stated they had less time now to work with students outside of the classroom. Response patterns to these questions varied comparatively little when tabulated in relation to differences in school organization. However, the final two statements in the above table did reveal some significant age-related differences in the pattern of responses. Secondary English teachers are progressively less inclined to agree with the notion they had less time for students in class with the increase in age — 95 per cent of teachers in their 20s agreed versus 82 per cent of teachers in their 50s and 58 per cent of teachers in their 60s. For the final statement, a similar pattern presented itself. More than 89 per cent of English teachers in their 20s agreed with the idea they had less time for students outside class whereas for teachers in their 30s and 40s this percentage falls to about 79 per cent. Some 69 per cent of teachers in their 50s agreed while a majority of teachers in their 60s (close to 55 per cent) disagreed with the proposition. Patterns such as these suggest that younger teachers have less capacity to deal with workload pressures without recourse to worklife choices that reduce individual student contact time, thereby potentially compromising the quality of teacher-student interactions. Tabulations for the same questions using male/female gender breakdowns showed women more inclined to agree with most of these questions, but by relatively small margins. 2. The nature of English teaching today In the exploration of workload pressures and teaching strategies, respondents were asked to react to a series of statements designed to explore what makes English teaching challenging. The five statements were not intended to be comprehensive; rather, they were designed to uncover teacher perceptions that might contribute to describing the nature of contemporary English teaching. Table 26: Statements That Describe the Nature of English Teaching Today Question Agree Disagree Students are more inclined to raise personal or sensitive issues in English classes than they are elsewhere in the school. 81.1% 18.9% English teaching has a "counselling" component to it because of the way these issues surface in English classes. 84.5% 15.5% English teachers are routinely expected to deal with literacy issues in my school. 93.1% 6.9% The high level of verbal exchanges in English classes makes English teaching particularly exhausting. 76.5% 23.5% Because all students take English, classes are interrupted for information handouts. 65.2% 34.8% As can be seen, respondents on the whole agreed with each of the five statements, generally by sizeable margins. When the data for these questions was examined in relation to respondents’ gender, some differences did emerge in the pattern of responses but typically they were not great. Secondary English teachers’ agreement with the statements also varied little depending on their level of teaching experience or their age. SECTION 5: Stress and coping strategies 1. Stress and its effects on teachers’ personal lives The impact of English teachers’ workload on personal life was also an area explored in the survey. Respondents were asked whether they experienced certain stress symptoms and how effectively they were able to cope with these symptoms. The next table shows the pattern of responses. Table 27: Stress Symptoms and Coping Abilities Have you had any of the following effects? How effectively do you cope? Stress Symptom Yes No Not coping Somewhat Moderate Very well Fatigue 92.3% 7.7% 7.0% 38.1% 44.7% 10.1% Loss of time for health maintenance 64.3% 35.7% 10.6% 33.8% 36.7% 18.9% Loss of time with family/friends 85.4% 14.6% 8.7% 36.2% 44.0% 11.0% Loss of personal interest/hobby time 86.2% 13.8% 18.4% 37.4% 32.3% 11.9% Loss of interest in other areas 69.4% 30.6% 16.8% 39.9% 30.4% 12.9% Teachers across all ages reported substantial "Fatigue" with little measurable difference between groups. In the area of "Loss of Time for Health Maintenance", the percentage answering "Yes" declined steadily with age, from close to 70 per cent for teachers in their twenties to about 43 per cent for teachers in their 60s. A similar pattern presented itself when teachers were asked about the "Loss of Time for Family or Friends" — almost 89 per cent of teachers in their 20s and 30s said "Yes" while about 82 per cent of teachers in their 50s and 73 per cent in their 60s answered "Yes". When asked about the "Loss of Personal Interest or Hobby Time", almost 90 per cent of those in their 20s and thirties agreed as compared with about ten per cent fewer teachers in their 50s or 60s. And for the symptom "Loss of Interest in Other Areas", younger teachers also reported a greater impact. It appears clear therefore that the youngest English teachers are faring worst in terms of stress symptoms and their impact. At the same time, the coping skills of teachers increase directly and consistently with age. While some 56 per cent of teachers in their 20s report either "Not Coping" or "Coping Somewhat" with the impact of "Fatigue", this figure falls to 25 per cent for teachers in their 60s. Patterns of similar direction and magnitude are present for the symptoms of loss of "Time for Health Maintenance", "Interest in Other Areas" and "Time for Family and Friends." In the case of "Loss of Personal Interest or Hobby Time", a like drop occurs with the increase in age, but the percentage difference is less extreme. The more experienced teachers are, generally the better they report coping with fatigue, although the differences here are not great. The greatest proportion reporting not coping effectively with "Loss of Time for Health Maintenance" are clearly the least-experienced teachers — 14 .4 per cent of those with "0 to 5 years" experience versus 7.1 per cent with those with "over 20 years". "Loss of Time With Family and Friends" shows little discernible pattern with the change in experience level. Similarly, "Loss of Personal Interest or Hobby Time" affects the least-experienced teachers most, although the degree of reported difference is not great. A like pattern is evidenced for "Loss of Interest in Other Areas". Clearly, in this area, levels of teachers’ experience has some role to play in determining the degree to which secondary English teachers cope effectively with job-related sources of stress. In terms of gender, male teachers report less impact from job-related stress symptoms. The largest gender gaps occurring in the areas of "Fatigue" or "Loss of Time for Health Maintenance." At the same time, male teachers claim to be substantially better at coping than women in these same areas, with from ten to twelve per cent fewer responses in the "Not Coping" and "Somewhat Coping" categories. For the other "Symptom" areas, men typically claim to cope better but by a significantly smaller margin. Gender therefore does appear to play a role in determining both the impact of job-related stress and the reported ability to cope effectively with that stress. In general, survey responses dealing with stress and coping abilities reflect a disturbing picture. Younger, less-experienced teachers report both more stress and lesser ability to cope with it, as compared with their older and more experienced colleagues. Similarly, women report greater stress and less successful coping strategies than do men. Patterns such as these are likely having a significant impact on the ability of the public school system and of the secondary English teaching area to attract, hold, and retain teachers. 2. Teaching/school-related strategies to manage workload pressures and reduce stress a. General strategies Respondents were asked to outline their most common teaching /school-related strategies for managing workload pressures. Their chosen strategies are shown below in descending order of priority. Table 28: Individual Teacher Strategies to Manage Workload Pressures Strategy % Indicating Having Used this Strategy 1. Adopting more ‘holistic’ approaches to marking 84.9% 2. Having simpler marking in changed assignments 73.3% 3. Having less individual/written feedback 68.8% 4. Changing teaching methods to save time 67.9% 5. Reducing or eliminating extra-curricular activity 67.5% 6. Teaching less English, more other subjects 41.0% 7. Moving from full-time to part-time teaching 20.1% There were significant variances in responses to the above statements between age groupings. Generally, the older the teachers, the less inclined they are to utilize these strategies. "Changing teaching methods to save time" is an option favoured by three-quarter of teachers in their 20s or 30s, but only by about 57 per cent of teachers in their 50s and 60s. Similarly, some 75 to 80 per cent of teachers in their 20s and 30s report a reliance on "simpler marking in changed assignments", while the percentage drops to between 60 and 65 per cent for teachers in their 50s or 60s. Recourse to "holistic" teaching methods is favoured relatively evenly across the different age groupings as is "teaching less English and more other subjects". Conversely, "reducing or eliminating extra-curricular involvement" rises significantly with the increase in age. In terms of gender, male teachers are more inclined to use Strategies 2 and 3, by margins of six and three percentage points respectively. On the other hand, female teachers report greater reliance on Strategies 5, 6 and 7 with percentage variances of 15, twelve and five points respectively. For the strategies 1, 3 and 4, there are comparatively minor differences based on gender. Little difference is evidenced when data for school organization are examined in conjunction with the "strategy" information. A significant exception emerges when secondary English teachers are asked about moving from full- to part-time status. On average, secondary English teachers from Semester and Combination-based schools are almost twice as likely to work part-time as a coping strategy, compared to their colleagues in schools with other timetable systems. What many English teachers appear to be reporting are strategies they have developed to survive. However, these strategies do not necessarily reflect best pedagogical practices. "While I really try to maintain a high standard of pedagogy in my classroom, my teaching has suffered because of my need for more time to mark and prepare. I end up resorting to less effective or interesting activities because I just can’t always have everything perfectly organized and prepared. Also, a lot of this depends on how many times I’ve taught a particular course. The more times, the more effective the course. I have major reservations about teaching a Grade 12 course unless I get sufficient marking/preparation time." "I’ve requested all Social Studies courses for next year because English is too exhausting! I had to cut back a course last spring because of exhaustion and the very real possibility of marriage breakdown given my lack of time for home, family, and friends." b. Three coping strategies: teaching fewer English classes, teaching part-time, quitting teaching Two reported strategies are particularly disturbing: the fact that some teachers elect to teach less English, or to teach part-time, as coping mechanisms. Both of these strategies were also evident in analysis of the qualitative data, as was a third — the idea that some English teachers were considering quitting teaching altogether, primarily because of workload issues associated with teaching secondary English. "I love teaching English but the onerous nature of the marking and the challenge of dealing with developing good writing skills have resulted in my requesting to teach elective courses." "All the English teachers I know are in despair about the workload. A majority are leaving English for other subjects or other work in the school. We are losing our best, most experienced people because they cannot support the workload anymore." "I am thinking seriously of not teaching English anymore, or of leaving this profession." "I’m part-time now because I cannot handle the stress of huge classes and all that goes with them." "This year, I took a one-block leave to ensure I had year-round prep. I will continue to do this because there is no other way for me to manage my marking, prep, extracurricular responsibilities, etc." "Students deserve teachers who are not exhausted by their work and teachers deserve a professional life that allows time for personal growth. For these two reasons, I decided that it was important to reduce my assignment from full-time (read all of the time) to a part-time assignment." "I am sad to say that I am leaving a career that I’ve loved because I’ve had to give up too much of my life in order to teach English the way I think it needs to be taught." "I intend to leave this profession in one year due to the unreasonable amount of unpaid work, stress and total lack of resources. I refuse to do the job badly, and so I’ll leave before it quite literally kills me." "After only 2 years, I am so stressed and overwhelmed that I am seriously looking at how I can begin taking courses to follow a different career path." These comments underscore the methods English teachers commonly use to cope with their workload. Together they point to a serious and troubling situation. Some teachers report an intention to quit teaching English because the workload is too great for them to cope. Others are electing to be paid part-time but effectively work full-time, and, in worst-case scenarios, teachers are quitting the profession because the system has forced more out of them than they feel they can manage. In each case, there exists a loss to the individual as well as to the educational system. Fewer specialists remain to teacher English. Others subsidize the system by taking less pay through a reduction in their formal teaching load, and some of those use non-paid time to mark papers and prepare for classes. In terms of those who may potentially leave the profession, the survey points to a number of teachers who are seriously considering other options to teaching. It is not possible to state with certainty that there is a progression away from full-time English instruction to working in other subjects, to reduce workload, to part-time work, and to quitting altogether. However, the pattern of survey responses and the open-ended comments offered by teachers within the survey do offer signs that a trajectory of this nature — whether in whole on in part — does indeed exist. If anything, the problem may be underestimated, as the survey was only completed by those still teaching English. Others who may have moved into other subject areas full-time cannot be identified, nor can any teachers who might have quit teaching altogether because of workload pressures. 3. Conditions required to improve the work of teaching English Survey respondents were also asked what conditions they would need in order to do the job well, and given the choices of "Better Resources", "Better Organization" and "Better Professional Support", as well as the opportunity to add any other conditions they considered necessary. The following table shows the overall pattern of responses. Table 29: Conditions Required for Job Improvement Condition Not important Somewhat important Very important Better Resources* 2.7% 24.5% 72.8% Better Organization** 11.6% 40.6% 47.9% Better Professional Support*** 5.4% 39.2% 55.4% * Defined in the survey instrument as "more funding/staff time directed to the teaching of secondary English." ** Defined as "how the teaching of secondary English is organized at the school level." *** Defined as "how teachers and the profession support English teachers." In gender terms, female teachers were consistently more inclined to attach a high level of importance to these three areas of potential redress. Women saw the need for "Better Resources", as "Very Important" 74.4 per cent of the time, compared with 69.5% for men. For "Better Organization", the margin was one of 50.6 per cent to 42.4 per cent. And for "Better Professional Support, the difference was 61.2 per cent to 44.2 per cent. Although there was strong support across the board, "Better Resourcing" was more strongly favoured by older teachers. Interest in "Better Professional Support" was seen as very important by from 51 to 60 per cent of teachers, with the highest support found amongst teachers in their 40s. Age and years of teaching experience do not play a clear role in influencing the way secondary English teachers respond to this question. SECTION 6: Discussion and recommendations The results of this survey reflect the passion and the pain of many secondary English teachers: passion both for teaching their subject area and their students; pain caused by increased and excessive workload. Excessive workload can be broken down into its constituent parts, which appear to be in three categories in a hierarchy of importance. The first is the sheer extent of an average secondary English teacher’s workload, and the volume of hours logged on the job in areas like marking and preparation. The second is class composition, in particular the numbers of students with special needs and the numbers of English as a Second Language students, whether designated or not. The third category includes organizational issues such as timetabling systems, and, in particular, the semester and quarter systems. In terms of marking, there is a strong case for a more overt recognition of the extreme marking load which is part of teaching English. In the past, there has been some assistance for teachers in the form of the provision of "markers" who assisted the teacher by marking some papers, thereby reducing the teacher’s workload. No such markers appeared to be available to the respondents of this survey. Another solution would be a reduction in classroom teaching time and an increase in time allocated in contract to English teachers for marking. Limited and unutilized preparation time is a more complex issue. Secondary teachers in Canada are allocated minimal preparation time, and a good case could be made for increasing the amount of time allocated for preparation. But the current culture of secondary schools and the limited funding available to them appears to limit teachers’ capacity to use time for preparation. Many respondents reported a myriad of tasks that constantly interrupt time allocated for preparation. Teachers’ work, based on the data provided by respondents, involves a wide range of "interruptions" that involve significant time in non-teaching tasks. To remove such interruptions may require changing the culture of schools so that teachers concentrate more on teaching and less on organizational tasks. Such an approach either narrows the focus of secondary schooling, or requires non-teaching personnel to administer non-teaching tasks and areas. While either a cultural change and/or increased resources may be required, such a discussion is beyond the scope of this paper. Changing class composition has made the work of secondary English teachers more difficult and complex. While the numbers of designated English as a Second Language students or students with special needs has increased, support for their successful participation in B.C.’s classrooms has historically been inadequate, and is arguably deteriorating, thereby increasing classroom teachers’ workload. Evidence for B.C.’s inadequate support for students with special needs can be found in a recent paper by Perry et al. (2001).12 Perry writes that: B.C. has a history of under serving exceptional students. In 1987 the ministry provided special education funding to 6.2% of the students enrolled in public schools while other jurisdictions were supporting 12% of their populations. In 1989, the Canadian Council for Exceptional Children reported prevalence estimates for LDs in several jurisdictions across Canada. B.C.’s estimates were the lowest at 1.29%. Estimates in other jurisdictions varied from 3-10%. (p. 18) Perry also gives considerable credibility to English teachers’ perspective that they have increased numbers of non-designated students with special needs in their classroom. He states: … our examination of the resources provided for students with LDs (Learning Disabilities) in B.C.’s schools indicate that services for students with LDs are underfunded (e.g., funds are provided to 2% of the school-age population when experts estimate that the actual prevalence of students with LDs is closer to 4 or 5%). As a consequence, it is possible that LDs are not being identified, or that districts are using funds allocated for 2% of the students to support 4-5% of the students. (pp. 27–28) B.C. funds lower than the prevalent population of students with special needs, and at half the rate of other jurisdictions. It also caps services for ESL students after five years. Collectively, such limited support impacts both students and teachers severely, reducing the capacity of students to maximize learning and significantly increasing the workload of all teachers. It particularly increases the workload of secondary English teachers, whose subject area is language-focused and is mandatory for graduation. This means that all students must take English to graduate, regardless of language proficiency or special need. The issue of class composition, therefore, is a major factor contributing to excessive workload. In addressing this issue, the traditional approach by teacher unions has been to limit the numbers of exceptional or ESL students in any one class. Such an approach now appears extremely limited, when many students who have an exceptionality or limited academic English proficiency are not designated and hence not funded. A better approach, which is reflected in language tabled by the BCTF in current contract negotiations, might combine the limits per class with measures that provide greater support for classroom teachers. These could include smaller class sizes, more ESL/Special Education specialists, and more focus on direct service by such specialists to support the work of classroom teachers. Of 66 contracts within the British Columbia public school system, 59 have secondary class-size language. Of those 59, 32 contracts have a further reduction for secondary English classes, with one to five fewer students in English classes, with the majority allowing for two or three fewer students. Only about half of B.C.’s school districts’ collective agreements, therefore, include reduced class size for English teachers. Even where such reductions occur, the reductions for English classes generally place maximum numbers for English at higher levels than most contracts provide for Science, Industrial Education and Home Economics. Of the thirteen metropolitan districts (Districts 33-45), five have no reduced class size for secondary English, and only one metropolitan district (Surrey) contains a contractual reduction of five students in each English class. The third major issue was that of the use of semester and quarter timetable systems. Significantly greater numbers of returned surveys were received from teachers in semester schools than might have been anticipated from the provincial profile of the numbers of teachers working in such schools. This may indicate dissatisfaction among teachers in such schools, as the BCTF traditionally receives a higher survey response rate when members are dissatisfied with a given issue. The evidence from this survey clearly indicates that teachers perceive a major problem with the capacity of such timetable systems to provide regular preparation time throughout the school year. Such a problem does not seem insurmountable. Some schools in B.C. have adapted semester/quarter systems or blended them with linear systems to provide more regular preparation time for teachers distributed throughout the school year. Some of these adaptations include: placing one grade level on a linear system, and ensuring all teachers take a class in that grade. including a TOC component in the school staffing to allow all teachers occasional release for preparation. team-teaching approaches, with an occasional double class taught by one teacher, thereby providing preparation time. Whether or not these solutions may be used depends on a range of factors, which include school size and contract considerations. Some schools have found limited solutions to preparation time within semester systems. What seems less clear is why schools use semester or quarter timetables if they result in excessive workload and induce stress in teachers. Arguably, the time has come for the merits of the semester and quarter systems to be discussed more openly, with a consideration and comparison of the effects of linear and semester systems on student learning and teacher workload. Prior to conducting this study on workload issues for secondary English teachers, one of this paper’s authors reviewed the international literature on teacher workload and stress.13 When considering the results on this survey in the context of the international literature, the following points are worth noting. One general but important perspective is that responses to workload surveys appear to underestimate actual workload when survey data are compared to diary time-use data. The disturbing data reflected in this study may therefore be an underestimate of what actually occurs. Increased teacher workload and stress is widely reported in Canada, Australia and England/Wales. What most of these jurisdictions have shared in the last ten years is a variety of "reforming" governments with frequent initiatives, high expectations, and generally inadequate funding. Whether the ideology is of the reforming "right" (Thatcher, U.K., or Harris, Ontario) or of the moderate "left" (B.C.’s NDP), almost all such governments have sought to significantly change K–12 education systems under their control. Increased testing, more accountability measures, inclusionary policies, and a range of social interventions have negatively impacted teacher workload as the initiatives pile up to add responsibilities to teachers’ work without removing any existing work or expectations. Consequently, the more reform, the more teacher workload appears to be negatively impacted. The lessons from the U.K., Ontario and B.C. do not inspire confidence that governments understand or care about the effect of their initiatives on teachers’ workload, a sobering thought as a new and likely "reforming" government takes control in B.C. Another issue that emerged in the international literature was that of gender. Women teachers appear to be more at risk than men when workload issues generate stress, in part because of the "double workload" of school and domestic labour and the pressures inherent in balancing professional and home life. Gender appears a significant factor in this study and the findings from this study reflect conclusions broadly found in the literature. Data from this study and from the literature states that women face greater risks than men in terms of failing to cope with workload pressure. Compared to men, women may have, or may take, fewer opportunities to disengage from caring for children and/or elderly parents. A major focus in a predominantly female profession when considering workload should be its effect on women teachers. Proposed solutions should therefore include considerations of gender. Efforts to address workload issues might also focus on teachers entering their mid-career years. When compared with the provincial age-profile for all teachers, the survey respondents reflected a significantly lower percentage of teachers in the 41–49 year age group. It is difficult to be conclusive about why this is happening, because the survey was not able to reach teachers who had left the profession. However, a comparative lack of mid-career English teachers may indicate an exodus of teachers prior to their reaching this career stage. Survey data looking at workload, stress, and coping capacity are of particular relevance in considering this possibility. Data from this survey show younger teachers reporting a higher incidence of workload-related stress and a reduced capacity to cope with stress symptoms, while the demographics show fewer mid-career teachers of English. As such, these data indicate a likely exodus from teaching English, or from teaching altogether, in the mid-career phase. The likelihood of such an exodus is supported by qualitative data, in which many respondents indicated that they had reduced their English teaching load, or were considering leaving the profession altogether. For teachers to leave the profession because of workload-induced stress is unacceptable and amounts to wholly preventable attrition. The case appears strong for reducing workloads and improving supports such as mentoring. Measures to reduce workload should reduce attrition, and would reflect a cost-effective intervention in a time of internationally-increased demand and reduced supply of teachers. This study has explored the issue of workload for secondary English teachers. There is strong evidence that their workload has reached unacceptable limits. Failure to address the issue is likely to be problematic for students whose learning may be negatively affected by overworked and unduly stressed teachers. For those who teach English, many have already incurred significant professional and personal costs while prioritizing the needs of students. In Canadian education systems, which to date provide little evidence of care for the costs incurred to teachers through constant educational "reforms", there is also much to learn from the English situation. In England, the government is belatedly realizing the connection between workload/stress and teachers’ capacity to work effectively. There also exists a growing understanding that teachers will leave the profession if workload and stress are too great, and a recognition that the cost of such attrition is far greater than the costs of reducing workload to levels that are more manageable. At a time when demand for teachers is high, and the supply is reducing, such attrition is seen as increasingly unacceptable. This paper began with a title that stated "I love English teaching, but…." This quote exemplifies the sentiment of many respondents to the survey. They love to teach, they love to teach English, and they love working with students, but the pressures for many English teachers are increasingly surpassing their abilities to cope. Such pressures are what follow the "but" in the title quote. When the "but" becomes greater than the love for teaching, teachers can and will find ways to deal with the pressure, ranging from compromising good practices to reducing their employment status, or quitting the system altogether. Much of the literature clearly states that teachers in many jurisdictions are overworked and stressed. Such a pattern is not unique to English teachers. Nevertheless, this focus on English teachers allows for greater understanding of workload issues, and offers some identification of areas where improvements could be made. This study will be followed with a consideration of workload for all B.C. teachers, elementary and secondary. There is a strong case that B.C.’s educational system may face significant problems with hiring and retention unless action is taken to address teacher workload and stress. It is time therefore to end the platitudes about the central role and importance of teachers, and to take concrete steps to reduce their workload. _____________________________ 1 Provincial data source: B.C. Ministry of Education Standard Report 2057, Age distribution of educators within province (for 2000/2001). This report includes all teachers and administrators in B.C. public schools, so comparisons are approximate rather than exact. [Back] 2 The comparison used Ministry of Education Standard Report 2089, Public school student/educator ratio by school within district/authority (for 2000/2001). [Back] 3 Salary grid placement data published by the Ministry of Education does offer a proxy measure. In 2000/01, the percentage of teachers being paid at Category 6 was 19.3 per cent. This latter percentage probably overstates the extent of graduate degrees because although most Category 6 teaches have graduate degrees, some do not. Ministry of Education Standard Report 2085, FTE educators by gender, experience and salary category (for 2000/2001). [Back] 4 Ministry of Education Standard Report 2067, Years of experience within B.C. education system of educators by position and gender within school district (for 2000/2001). [Back] 5 Ministry of Education Standard Report 2067, Years of experience within B.C. education system of educators by position and gender within school district (for 2000/2001). [Back] 6 Ministry of Education Standard Report 1566B, Secondary school organization by school type and district/authority (for 2000/2001). [Back] 7 Ministry of Education Standard Report 1566A, Number of schools by type and organization within district/authority (for 2000/2001). [Back] 8 Thomas, W.P., and Collier, V. (1997). School effectiveness for language minority students. NCBE Resource Collection Series, No. 9. [Back] 9 See Table 4, page 3 of this report. [Back] 10 Calculated using the average weekly hours of English teacher for survey respondents who both reported working full-time and who also reported that they taught secondary English full-time. [Back] 11 Actually, this calculation probably understates the total extent of work, as many English teachers spend time marking and preparing during weeks when school is not in session. [Back] 12 Perry, N.E., McNamara, J.K., and Mercer, K.L. (May 2001). Principles, policies and practices in Special Education in British Columbia. Paper presented at the CSSE conference, Laval, Quebec. [Back] 13 Naylor, C. (2001). Teacher workload and stress: An international perspective on human costs and systemic failure. Vancouver: BCTF Research.  [Back] Appendix English Teaching Workload Survey Questionnaire (in PDF format) Contacting the authors Charlie Naylor is a researcher in the BCTF’s Research and Technology Division. Contact: cnaylor@bctf.ca. John Malcolmson works as an independent consultant. Contact: jmalcolmson@home.com. Copyright © British Columbia Teachers’ Federation, 2001. All rights reserved.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12086,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2001 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 13, Number 6, April 2001 Skytrain at school? by Sarah Agnew I have been working at Secord Elementary School, in East Vancouver, for nearly three years now. We are spending this year amid construction. An addition is being built onto our school and Skytrain is being expanded. Not two blocks away from Secord and in the backyards of some of my students’ homes, Skytrain construction is well under way. Skytrain construction has also made its way into the classroom; the local issue has provided a unique and authentic learning opportunity as a natural extension to the unit "Our Community" that we began in September. In the fall of this school year, the Grade 5s at Secord learned about the history of the houses, as well as characteristic features of Grandview. That opened the door to ongoing thinking and consideration of the controversial Skytrain construction. My students and I have used this local issue as an opportunity to develop critical-thinking skills and engage in thoughtful discussion and writing. For example, students realized that with the roads to Trout Lake blocked off, it takes them 20 minutes to walk to the local ice rink and running route instead of 5-10 minutes. My students and I have been thinking about the impact Skytrain will have on our neighbourhood now and in the future. Students are aware of the relentless noise of the construction, traffic problems due to bridge closures, and the huge amounts of money being spent on the project. Students have been warned several times about the dangers associated with the construction zones. They have shown concern over their own safety and that of the construction workers themselves. Also, they are upset about the disruption–or should I say total destruction–of local green space, the Grandview Cut. When I take the class along Broadway and Victoria and we look down at the Cut, we see that what used to be full of trees and bushes, and home to many birds and animals, is now a clear cut where the new train tracks are being built. If you asked any of my students their opinion of the Skytrain construction last fall, they could have listed several "cons" to the project. At the time, their one-sided opinions seemed logical and justified. Recently, however, my students and I were given the chance to revisit the issue of the Skytrain and how all the construction might actually be beneficial to the neighbourhood in the future. In January, I took a group of Grade 5 students from Secord to the official unveiling of the first Millennium Line Skytrain cars. The ceremony, at the Bombardier Plant in Burnaby, was attended by the media as well as B.C. Premier Ujjal Dosanjh. The students were very excited to see the new train cars and go inside them. They commented on the "cool, cushy seats," the sleek exteriors, and the "neat view from one car to the next." They were thrilled to take photos and shake Mr. Dosanjh’s hand. But in addition to all the high-tech glitz and publicity, it got all of us thinking about the issues again. The field trip gave the children another chance to consider all the pros and cons to the ongoing debate. Beyond the novelty of being in a brand new Skytrain, my students have come up with several arguments in favour of the new line. For example, it will provide reliable, safe transportation to many places in the Lower Mainland, and fewer people will need to use cars as often, leading, in theory, to less pollution, less traffic, and fewer accidents. Furthermore, they figure the new Skytrain will provide safe transportation for the elderly who cannot drive. They also realized that the Skytrain construction has provided jobs in B.C., with both the guideways and the train cars themselves. I was pleasantly surprised when the students came up with these sophisticated and real-life benefits of the Skytrain. Talking at such a young age about the implications of the choices they make may lead the students to incorporate alternative methods of transportation into their lifestyle as adults. As the premier said on our visit to the Bombardier plant, "they are the [Skytrain] customers of the future." Fuelled with new information as a result of our January field trip, my students are learning first-hand that issues are rarely one-sided. They have heard loud voices expressing extremely different perspectives regarding the construction of the new Skytrain–from local protesters to Skytrain marketers. Now, it is up to the students to decide what they want to believe in and stand for. They are learning not only that it’s ok to consider new information when forming opinions, but that it’s necessary. There is no one way to look at events or stories, that they have to gather as much information as they can, think for themselves, and feel confident enough to allow their opinions to evolve. This has been an exciting year of discussion about real issues. My Grade 5 students have developed an awareness and a better understanding of what is happening in the world outside the classroom through discussions and activities inside the classroom. I thank my Grade 5 students for allowing the issue to come to life. I also thank my teaching colleague Dan Taylor and Kimberly Toye, the principal at Secord, for being integral to this exciting year of growth, not just on our school grounds and in the Grandview community, but also in the minds of all the students who benefited from this unique opportunity. Sarah Agnew teaches at Laura Secord Elementary School, Vancouver. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewTeachers.aspx?id=31852&printPage=true,BCTF > Parent involvement in schools  	New teachers  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > New Teachers > New Teachers' Handbook > Table of Contents Parent involvement in schools  The context  BCTF members agree, and research overwhelmingly concludes, that when parents/guardians participate in their child’s education, children tend to be more successful learners. That is why teachers endorse policies that promote a positive relationship between the home and the school. Parents/guardians have always been involved with schools and teachers by coming to PAC meetings, sitting on school committees, or dropping in before and after school. Most have, at one time or another over the years, accompanied a class on a field trip, made cookies for bake sales, talked to a class about their career, or promoted “dry grad” parties. The 1989 School Act gave new powers to parents. Parents in each school could establish Parent Advisory Councils (PACs) to “advise the board and the principal and staff of the school... respecting any matter relating to the school....” This provides an opportunity in which parents and teachers can speak frankly, confidently, and respectfully about their concerns and opinions. In the spring of 2002, legislation was introduced creating School Planning Councils in every school. Teachers do not involve themselves with the School Planning Councils. At its 2006 AGM, BCTF delegates voted to withdraw teacher participation from School Planning Councils effective September 2006. Teachers cited concern for the government’s accountability agenda which relies on randomly focused standardized testing as the main vehicle for determining the effectiveness of our schools. BCTF policy on parent involvement in schools  Detailed policy information is in the Members’ Guide to the BCTF (ask your staff rep for a copy), or online: bctf.ca/membersguide. Key points to remember: The BCTF believes in working co-operatively with the Ministry of Education and the BC School Trustees Association, the BC Confederation of Parent Advisory Councils, community agencies, and other groups interested in education. The goals and directions of the school system should be determined by interaction of students, parents, and teachers at the local level through a process that would involve examination of present and future needs of our young people. Teacher locals are encouraged to establish regular communications with their District Parent Advisory Councils. Each school staff should consult with the students of the school, the parents of the students, and other members of the community, with a view to formulating school policy regarding the effective and orderly operation of the school. The BCTF supports the concept of parent and student involvement in educational decision making. All the educational partners continue to support and encourage meaningful student, parent, and community involvement in schools.  )
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=22398,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 23, Number 5, March 2011   Teachers’ workload research By Charlie Naylor and Margaret White   This continues the series of articles sharing information about the BCTF Research study, “The Worklife of British Columbia Teachers in 2009.” All of the reports from this study can be found on the BCTF website. The findings on teacher workload challenge the perception that teaching is a “9:00 to 3:00” job. This study shows that full-time teachers are working hours well over the standard workweek, with a considerable amount of the work taking place evenings and weekends. During the hours that school is in session, teachers have very little time to attend to the growing administrative demands, to mark, or to prepare classroom materials. Much of this work spills over into their personal time. Many teachers are also involved in extra-curricular activities outside of the regular school day. Full-time teachers, who responded to the survey, work an average of 47.8 hours per week, with 1 in 10 teachers (including part-time teachers) working 60 or more hours per week. Teachers spend a significant amount of time outside of the regular workday on school-related tasks, most commonly on classroom preparation (88%), attending meetings (84%), marking (76%), work-related e-mail (74%), and working with students outside of class (70%). Doing preparation (6.6 hours) and marking (4.5 hours) take up the most amount of extra time each week. Administrative tasks also take up considerable time for many teachers, ranging from an average of 1.5 to 1.8 hours per week. Teachers, especially in secondary programs, spend considerable time outside of the regular school day on extra-curricular activities, including coaching, fundraising, committees, planning concerts, and other school events. Almost one-half of teachers (44%) are involved in a professional learning community or another form of collaboration. In terms of union involvement, 4% of respondents are involved in provincial specialist associations, and 14% are in other union roles. New teachers in particular said they spend a lot of time preparing instructional materials, not knowing if they will teach the same grade or course the following year. Being a new teacher, I spend much of my time with preparation and marking. It is overwhelming at times as I still haven’t found a balance between work and play. I love what I do and wouldn’t want to do anything else. However, I struggle with balance.  Several teachers commented that their preparation time had increased due to a loss of support-staff positions in the school to assist with photocopying and other assistance with teaching activities. Teachers’ comments either directly stated or implied that current assigned prep time is not enough to cover all that classroom preparation involves. I spend a lot of time with preparation and marking at school and at home. I find I have very little if any time to do this during the school day as I am always working with students. Very little ends up being accomplished during prep time as I’m usually setting up for the next hands-on activity. It takes a lot of time and planning to provide experiential learning opportunities.  Many teachers reported higher workload and stress when they were writing report cards. Report-card time is extremely stressful for me. I’m usually trying to finish marking assignments or projects. All of the work for report cards has to be done outside of the 30 hours of school time, yet I still have to prep for my lessons, etc. I’d estimate I work an extra eight hours on the weekend for this.  Work-life balance was clearly an issue for some teachers. The hours are difficult to calculate. I arrive at school and power through most days until 5:00 p.m. with few recess or lunch breaks. Coaching eliminates prep time and we all give up time for recess (or out of school) playground duty. I am drained when I come home to my own two young kids. If I could afford to stay home I would; the job takes its toll on my emotional and physical health.  The data from this survey provide evidence of an intensifying workload for many teachers, with work-life balance likely affecting more women, some of whom are balancing meeting the needs of children and aging parents while also maintaining their career as teachers. Women with children and aging parents, have become known as the “sandwich generation” as they struggle to meet work and home needs. The instability of teaching for new teachers also appears significant, with uncertainty in terms of continuing work and constant shifts in assignment. This evidence suggests that the BCTF should address teacher workload issues in future bargaining and advocacy approaches.  This research was conducted by Charlie Naylor, senior researcher, and Margaret White, senior research analyst, of the BCTF Research Department.  Full report: Worklife of BC Teachers in 2009—bctf.ca/IssuesInEducation.aspx?id=21498   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media jthornthwaite last tweet "RT @BCGovNews: Keep you up to date on all the work being done on BC's Throne Speech commitments: http://t.co/G0SSHncdsG" @jthornthwaite - 04:13pm Follow @jthornthwaite BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12720&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 1999 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 12, Number 2, October 1999 Teachers’ salaries losing ground Salary increase lags inflation by 6.2% between 1992 and 2001. Year Negotiated increase Change in CPI** 1992–93 over 1991–92 1.7% 3.4% 1993–94 over 1992–93 2.0% 2.1% 1994–95 over 1993–94 0.4% 2.5% 1995–96 over 1994–95 1.0% 1.0% 1996–97* over 1995–96 0.0% 0.9% 1997–98 over 1996–97 1.0% 0.4% 1998–99 over 1997–98 0.0% 1.0% 1999–2000 over 1998–99 2.0% 1.2% 2002–2001 over 1999–2000 0.0% 1.3% Simple Total 8.1% 13.8% Compound Total 8.4% 14.6% *On April 1, 1997 there was a Category 3 adjustment that affected only 1,333 teachers (less than 4% of teachers). **June CPI for B.C. CPI for 2000 and 2001 based on B.C. Ministry of Finance projections (March 1999))
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7360,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 5, March 2006 Turning a blind eye to employers who break the law by David Fairey Imagine if one day our police forces were cut in half, street patrols were eliminated, police stations closed, and people were told to send a lengthy form to police headquarters to report a crime. Doesn’t sound like such a great idea? Unfortunately, it’s pretty much what the BC government has done when it comes to making sure employment standards laws are enforced. Employment standards laws and their enforcement are supposed to ensure that all workers receive a basic level of pay and protection. They cover things like the minimum wage, minimum and maximum hours of work, overtime pay, and statutory holidays. They are important to all workers because they create a level below which employers cannot go, and provide a starting point for any negotiations for improved conditions. They also create an even playing field for employers. In the past few years, the provincial government has lowered these basic rules significantly. It has also gutted the enforcement system. Since 2001, enforcement staff at the Employment Standards Branch, the people whose job it is to make sure the rules are followed, have been cut by one-third. Branch offices around the province have been closed. Instead of 17 offices there are now only 9, leaving vast regions with only 1 office. The province also changed the way workers are able to report violations of the rules. It used to be that a worker could tell the Employment Standards Branch about a violation, (for example, an employer who refused to pay overtime rates) and the branch would investigate. Sometimes complaints were rejected, but the vast majority of the time they resulted in what’s called a finding of violation, meaning the employer was found guilty of breaking the rules. Now, an employee who wants to report an employment standards violation must first confront their employer on their own using a complicated 16-page self-help kit before they are even allowed to file a complaint with the branch. The kit is only available in English, and only from the Ministry of Labour’s web site or from one of the remaining nine branch offices. It’s possible that some people might feel comfortable confronting their employer about the law not being followed, but most probably don’t, especially if they’re already working in a marginal situation and can’t afford the risk of being fired for making a fuss. Fear of job loss, or some other form of employer reprisal keeps most workers from filing legitimate complaints. Most of the time, people don’t report a violation of the rules until after they’ve left the job. Given how hard it now is to report violations, it’s not too surprising that complaints to the Employment Standards Branch plummeted immediately after these changes were made. The year after the self-help kit was brought in, complaints dropped by 45% and they’ve gone down even more since then. It would be great news if this dramatic change were the result of a sudden improvement in employer behaviour, but this is about as likely as finding that taking police off the streets results in less crime being committed. Instead, thousands of British Columbians who depend on employment standards to earn a living under fair working conditions have been left to fend for themselves. David Fairey is a labour economist and author of the recently published CCPA study "Eroding Worker Protections: BC’s New Flexible Employment Standards." www.policyalternatives.ca Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7890&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 4, January/February 2005 Teachers' tips: Instructional strategies for large classes by Steve Naylor Many teachers today are teaching larger classes because class-size limits were stripped from collective agreements. Teaching large classes is taxing and tiring. The undemocratically elected College of Teachers, the imposition of school planning councils, the intrusion of FSA and Grade 10 examinations, and the constant barrage of teacher-bashing headlines, add to our stress. Here are some ways to deal with oversized classes in a time of ongoing attacks on public education. Ten instructional strategies that work with large classes Whip around, pass option Ask each student in your class to speak to an issue or a topic or say "I pass." The purpose is to increase the number of students who contribute ideas and to give students practice in staying on task. Some teachers limit the number of "I pass" statements. Question, all write After you ask a question, give the students a minute or two to write an answer before you call on one or more students or announce the right answer. All students will be thinking about the answer, not just the ones who respond by raising their hands. Outcome sentences Give your students a chance to reflect on the lesson or demonstration by giving frames such as I learned... I’m beginning to wonder... I was surprised. This technique allows students to create meaningful learning for themselves and to help them develop the habit of reflecting on their learning. Voting Ask questions such as How many of you... Who agrees... Who feels... Having students respond with a show of hands maintains the pace of the lesson. Also, some students may feel less intimidated when they can raise their hands with their classmates instead of answering individually. Turn to your neighbour Sometimes during a lesson or lecture, it is a good idea to vary the pace and give the students a chance to talk. Having them discuss with a partner for a few minutes encourages students to summarize and listen. Follow-up questions such as, Bob and Jane, what did you talk about? are a good extension. Choral work Remember when you learned your times tables by chanting them? At times, rote learning is essential. Having students repeat information aloud in unison helps them memorize material in a relatively easy way. The energy of the class is also heightened. Speak/Write If you feel you must lecture for an extended period, pause every few minutes and have your students write personal reactions, summaries, questions, etc., about what you have been saying. The learning power of lectures is increased, and students are encouraged to be active listeners. Think aloud When you are analyzing a poem, describing a process, or working through a problem, talk out loud to the class, and describe your thinking. You give students a model of how your thinking proceeds. In fact, it is good for students to see you struggle once in a while and to illustrate that thinking is not always linear. Guided practice Once you have demonstrated a technique or procedure, guide the students through a similar question or problem. Ask, What is the next step? or What should we do now? as you work with the class. This is an important step in moving students toward independent work. The ultimate goal is, of course, mastery of the concept. Review test Working through a sample test one question at a time may be less intimidating than having a whole test as a review. Reveal one question on the overhead, and have all the students write an answer. Then announce the correct answer, or ask for a range of answers before moving to the next question. Students will review the subject matter and quickly correct any misunderstandings. Most students should feel successful and ready for the next stage of learning. The ideas in this article are adapted from Inspiring Active Learning: A Handbook for Teachers, by Merrill Harmin. The book was published in 1994 by ASCD, 1250 N. Pitt Street, Alexandria, VA, 22314. ISBN 0-87120-X. Steve Naylor teaches at Salmon Arm Senior Secondary School, Salmon Arm.)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=14266,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 20, Number 2, October 2007 President’s message Irene Lanzinger All over the province teachers are resisting attempts by the government to reduce the breadth and complexity of teaching and learning. Increased standardized testing, obsessive data collection, and bureaucratic accountability schemes limit teachers’ professional rights and autonomy and do nothing to help students learn. In Sooke, a primary teacher, Kathryn Sihota, refused to administer a standard district-wide reading exam to her Grade 3 class. In her judgment, the test put unnecessary stress on her students, was not a useful assessment tool, and took valuable time away from teaching and learning. Sihota was disciplined by the Board for refusing to administer the test. Alfie Kohn, a renowned American lecturer on education, psychology, and parenting wrote a letter of support. He said: "I respect [Sihota’s] reasoning as much as her motives. I believe that her judgment about how best to teach and assess her students is better than that of provincial officials." He’s right. British Columbia teachers are rightfully proud of the first-class public education system they have helped to build. As professionals, teachers know that learning is a complex process and that students learn in different ways and at different rates. No single test or assessment strategy is completely reliable, so teachers use a wide variety of assessment tools—projects, presentations, goal setting, quizzes, classroom tests, and more—to guide their students’ learning. On the day of Sihota’s discipline hearing, teachers, BCTF Executive Committee members and local leaders from all over the province rallied to support her. Katherine Sihota represents what is best in teaching—our willingness to put our students above ourselves even when it involves some personal risk. And in rallying in support of her we represented what is best about the BCTF—our determination to support each other and oppose top-down, bureaucratic standardization measures that don’t do anything to help our students. When asked who they trust most on educational issues, the public always puts teachers at the top of the list. We must trust our professional judgment, speak up about what is best for students, and stand up for what we believe in. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11522,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 19, Number 5, March 2007 Ten new BCTF lesson aids 1 LA 1074—How Music Came to the World: A Curriculum for English 8 by Mary Filleul, 70 p. and three-set CD, ©2005. This interdisciplinary curriculum unit consists of a booklet of reading comprehension strategies and a CD of multicultural stories around the origin and/or importance of musical instruments to a cultural group. All 12 recorded stories are told by professional storytellers and include musical accompaniment. Each world music story is set in places as far-flung as India and Vietnam, and as close as the story of Grandmother Drum, from the Cree people and that of the French Canadian fiddle from Quebec. While this curriculum is geared to an average Grade 8 class, many of the activities will be best suited to teachers of reluctant or struggling readers. Because of the diversity of the stories, this multicultural package would be very appropriate for a culturally mixed group of learners. Grades 7–8. $39.95 2 LA 8057—Kinder Rhymes, Langley School District, 250 p. and CD, ©2005. This colourful illustrated book compiled by six kindergarten teachers is a learning and activity package that includes eight nursery rhymes with lesson plans, coloured 28 cm x 43 cm sentence strips for each rhyme, and a CD. It is structured so each rhyme has a literacy, numeracy, fine arts and extra connections component. There are dozens of activities in each section, as well as blackline masters. The CD features song and instrumental versions of each nursery rhyme. Additional resources such as books, puppets and felt boards that can ordered separately. The following nursery rhymes are featured: Baa Baa Black Sheep, Eensy Weensy Spider, Hey Diddle Diddle, Hickory Dickory Dock, Humpty Dumpty, Little Miss Muffet, Twinkle Twinkle Little Star and We Willie Winkie. This resource is also useful for ESL teachers. $49 3 LA 9180—Library Information Skills Survival Guide, Langley School District, 97 p. ©2002. This guide will assist students in efficiently finding good information and learning how to use the information effectively. The guide includes an information literacy plan based on the current IRP with K–7 sequence of skills plus many suggested activities for each learning outcome. The strategies provided are engaging and easily prepared for teaching students how to find their way around the library, how to gather and process information and how to prepare a bibliography. The guide is carefully designed and broken down into library skills according to grade levels. Grades 1–7. $40 4 LA 3104—A Little Bear’s Vision Quest, Teacher’s Resource Guide by Ilona Weiss, 73 p. ©2006. This guide is a resource for the book LA 3104 "Little Bear’s Vision Quest" ($16.95). It focusses on teaching students about the importance of friends and how to treat friends. Little Bear is not very nice to his friends and learns about cause and effect, as well as learning to think about others and not just his needs. This resource guide includes 14 lessons. The activities meet many of the BC prescribed learning outcomes for social responsibility, language arts, and fine arts. Related learning outcomes are included with each lesson. The lessons are designed to be adapted easily, with a minimum of teacher preparation required. Grades 3–6. $24.95 5 LA 9774—O Canada by Ruth Hanna and Ashley Milne, 2.33 min. CD, ©2006. This professionally produced CD was recorded by two parents from the Surrey. One version, 1.24 min. in length, is sung by a female vocalist and the other version, 1.09 min. in length, is sung by a male vocalist. The CD was requested by school administrators who wanted a clear, simple, and easy version of O Canada so students could sing along with the music. To receive a short sound byte demo, please e-mail rutholsma@hotmail.com. All grades. $20 6 LA 9933—ADD/ADHD, Learning Assistance Teachers’ Association, 80 p. ©2006. This issue of The Vital Link includes articles to assist teachers in clarifying some issues about children who require understanding of their needs, and the need to adapt and transform teaching to help meet those needs in order to assist all students in their pursuit of an education. The resource includes strategies for teachers and presents testimonials from people who work closely with children with ADD/ADHD. K–12. $12 7 LA 9981—IRP Preview Templates for K–7 by Matthew McCohm, 89 p. ©2006. These preview templates of the BC Ministry of Education IRPs include three terms of Kindergarten to Grade 7 outcome outlines for language arts, fine arts, mathematics, physical education, science, social studies and CAPP. Grades K–7. $7.50 8 LA 3048B—Calculus Manual 1: Function Definitions for Students: CD Rom by E.E. Egstrom, 45 p. on CD Rom. The award-nominated calculus manual, now in CD Rom format, is reference material for single variable calculus. It is especially useful in the Advanced Placement Program Calculus course. The CD Rom includes three chapters (with calculator computations). Chapter One: functions, limits and rates of change; functions; function limits; strategy to use tangent lines to parabolas as slope predictors. Chapter Two: derivatives, derivative chain rule, derivative as rates of change, trig functions, derivatives of exponential and logarithmic functions, differentials, approximations, linear/ quadratic, linear approximations, applications, derivatives: graphing/curve sketching, antiderivatives. Chapter Three: integral calculus, indefinite integrals, fundamental theorem of integral calculus, integration numerical. Grades 11–12. $18.95 9 LA 8087A—Daily Language Review, Grade 1, Evan Moor Educational Publishers, 130 p. ©2005. This book includes Monday to Friday lessons for each day of a 36-week school year and short daily lessons. Each of the daily lessons has five language tasks for students to complete. The following skills are addressed: sentence editing, punctuation, grammar, vocabulary, word study skills and reference skills. The pages are reproducible and the book includes a skills list and answer keys. $19.95. Also, LA 8087A Daily Language Review, Grade 1: Student Practice Book, 112 p. This consumable student practice book includes many focussed practice exercises. $4.95 10 LA 9176—Daily Language Review, Grade 4, Evan Moor Educational Publishers, 130 p. ©2004. This book includes Monday to Friday lessons for each day of a 36-week school year and short daily lessons. The pages are reproducible and the book includes a skills list and answer keys. $19.95. Also, LA 9176A Daily Language Review, Grade 4: Student Practice Book, 114 p. This consumable student practice book includes focussed practice exercises. $4.95 More curriculum resources and information are available at www.bcalmer.ca. To order any of the above lesson aids, enclose a cheque payable to the BCTF or authorized purchase order to BCTF Lesson Aids Service, 100-550 West 6th Ave., Vancouver, BC V5Z 4P2 or telephone 604-871-2180 or toll free 1-800-663-9163, Local 2180, with a Visa or Mastercard. GST and postage/ handling are included in the prices. Orders are sent by return mail. Lesson Aids office and display room hours: 9–5 p.m. Mon. to Fri. from Sept. to June; 9–5. Tues. to Fri. during July and Aug.; 9–12 on Sat. during Sept., Oct., Jan., and Feb. bctf.ca/LessonAids. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Touring a natural gas drilling rig with @MLA Mike Bernier, and Brian from EnCana http://t.co/AifdJ4H07b" @Teresa_Wat - 06:01pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media jthornthwaite last tweet "Please join me in recognizing the vital work foster families do for B.C. kids http://t.co/bdYy1yh9Jc #FosterFamilyMonth #northvan #bcpoli" @jthornthwaite - 10:56pm Follow @jthornthwaite BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141006,globalnews.ca,http://globalnews.ca/tag/bc-teachers-strike/tag/tag/bc-teachers-strike,BC Teachers Strike | News, Videos & Articles Your Region: National BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg On TV: Global National Sections National National sections Locals Local sections Watch Watch sections Search Canada Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released Sections Health Money Consumer Tech Entertainment Environment Science Lifestyle Sports Featured Canada World Politics Investigations Canada Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released Your Region National Change BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Health Money Consumer Tech Entertainment Environment Science Lifestyle Sports Jump to a Region National BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Man trying to reach Bermuda in inflatable bubble rescued by Coast Guard Schedule NowGlobal National 7:00pmEntertainment Tonight More Programs Global National The West Block 16x9 The Morning Show More Personalities Dawna Friesen Carolyn Jarvis Liza Fromer Tom Clark More News Major snowfall covers N. Manitoba Entertainment ‘Gone Girl’ wins weekend box office News Journalist with Ebola arrives at US hospital Canada Quebecor sells off Sun newspaper chain News Crowdfunded bus debuts in Toronto Entertainment Depardieu reveals past as escort, thief Canada MPs debate motion for airstrikes in Iraq Sports NBA extends television deals for 9 years Trending Maple Syrup Heist Hong Kong protests Iraq crisis Luka Magnotta Ebola outbreak enterovirus D68 Ukraine Retail Wars http://globalnews.ca/tag/bc-teachers-strike/"> News Live blog Daycare Options Wages Class Size What is E80? Class Composition Video Latest BC Teachers Strike Videos 02:08 News Hour BC Inner city teacher turns to crowdfunding for needy kids 01:59 News Hour BC Back to school, three weeks late 01:27 News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Will the school year be extended? 02:39 Noon News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: What can kids expect? 02:19 News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Results of the vote tonight 05:03 Noon News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Teachers voting today 04:12 News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Big questions remain 10:13 BC 1 BC teachers dispute: Union leader Jim Sinclair weighs in on deal 03:10 Noon News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: BCTF urged to vote yes 03:11 News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Deal details 01:44 News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Deal reaction 01:44 News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Back to school shopping 01:57 News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Finally, a tentative deal 06:59 BC 1 BC teachers dispute: Is it a good deal? 05:21 BC 1 BC teachers deal: Is the new deal affordable? 06:34 BC 1 BC teachers dispute: What will the school year look like? 15:57 News Hour BC Press conference: BCTF president Jim Iker on tentative deal 02:11 Global National BC teachers strike: Tentative deal reached, school may start Monday 15:20 News Hour BC Press conference: Premier Christy Clark and Peter Fassbender on tentative deal 06:31 BC 1 BC teachers dispute: Press conference review Latest BC Teachers Strike News Global News October 5, 2014 10:07 pm Coquitlam teachers fighting over pay Lori Leonard thought the protests were behind her, but the Coquitlam teacher is dusting off her picket sign once again. Continue reading → BC 1 September 27, 2014 2:02 pm Cheques for school strike money to be mailed in late October Cheques for the $40 a day promised to parents of children aged 12 and under during the education dispute will be mailed out in late October. Continue reading →   What is this? Branded content is written by or on behalf of our sponsor and not by Global News' editorial staff. If you'd like to learn more... What is this ? X What is this? Branded content is written by or on behalf of our sponsor and not by Global News' editorial staff. If you'd like to learn more... More stories below Global News September 24, 2014 1:34 am Children at Silverdale Elementary return to class in middle of construction site Students at Silverdale Elementary, a small school in Mission, have started off their year on a construction site. Continue reading → BC 1 September 22, 2014 7:50 pm Elementary school teacher sets up crowdfunding page for classroom supplies For teachers, going back to school also comes at a cost. Continue reading → BC 1 September 22, 2014 8:10 am BC teachers’ strike: Will the school year be extended? Public school students will be back in classrooms across B.C. on Monday amid lingering questions about how the education dispute will affect the school year. Continue reading → BC 1 September 20, 2014 1:36 pm B.C. students getting ready to go back to school on Monday Shoppers are expected to be out in droves this weekend across B.C., stocking up on school supplies. Continue reading →   What is this? Branded content is written by or on behalf of our sponsor and not by Global News' editorial staff. If you'd like to learn more... What is this ? X What is this? Branded content is written by or on behalf of our sponsor and not by Global News' editorial staff. If you'd like to learn more... BC 1 September 17, 2014 7:23 pm B.C. teachers ponder tentative deal ahead of vote The initial euphoria of getting a negotiated deal in the bitter B.C. teachers’ strike has worn off and now more than 40,000 union members are tallying their wins and losses before voting on the contract. Continue reading → BC 1 September 17, 2014 2:00 pm Questions about Pro-D Days in B.C. as tentative deal reached in dispute But for school districts that have Pro-D Days scheduled for Monday, many are wondering if those will be rescheduled or cancelled so the kids and teachers can get back in the classroom as soon as possible. Continue reading → More stories below BC 1 September 17, 2014 8:30 am Teachers to vote on tentative deal on Thursday: the details Here is what is known about the tentative six-year deal between the BCTF and government that teachers will vote on this Thursday Continue reading → Global News September 16, 2014 10:49 pm Full text of communication to teachers from the BCTF Read the full text of the e-mail that the BCTF sent to B.C. teachers today after the announcement of a tentative deal. Continue reading → Load More Popular Now Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released 20224 How does Ebola spread? 5 things you need to know 18659 Accused Madeleine McCann Twitter troll found dead 9985 Ebola: 5 reasons why an outbreak is highly unlikely in Canada 7298 UPDATE: What’s the best, cheapest Canadian cellphone plan out there? 5891 Featured Content Canada Ebola: 5 reasons why an outbreak is highly unlikely in Canada What are the chances of an Ebola outbreak taking off in Canada? It isn’t likely, according to experts. And here are a number of reasons why. Continue reading → Environment Are we in the midst of a mass extinction? There have been 5 mass extinctions — the loss of 75 per cent or more of the world’s species — in Earth’s history. Scientists now believe that we are at the early stages of the sixth. Continue reading → Health Lab-grown penises may soon be ‘ready for testing’ on humans Researchers in North Carolina say penises grown in laboratories could “soon be ready for human testing,” offering hope for men who have had traumatic injuries or penile cancer. Continue reading → Canada Meet Rachel Parent — the teen fighting for GMO labelling in Canada Rachel Parent is a 15-year-old activist. Her goal: mandatory labelling in Canada of all genetically modified organisms, or GMOs that are found as ingredients in food. Continue reading → Canada Abandoned puppies on the mend Twenty hungry, cold and flea-infested puppies found in a Saskatchewan field are now being nursed back to health at Battleford’s Humane Society. Continue reading → Science Everything you need to know about Wednesday’s lunar eclipse On Oct. 8, Canada will be treated to its second lunar eclipse of the year. Find out what you can expect. Continue reading → Canada Can homegrown food win the climate change war? Wondering what’s the single most effective way to combat climate change? Plant a garden. Continue reading → Canada 16×9: An investigation into illegal lumber Timber thieves are stealing wood from the Russian Far East, processing it in China and then shipping it to North America, a 16×9 investigation has found. Continue reading → Highlights Hounds of Parliament: As commuting cyclist and budget watchdog, Frechette must make his presence known Frechette draws a line distinguishing his personality as a cyclist and as the parliamentary budget officer. But surely there’s a parallel between the assertive man he is on a bike and in the role of PBO? Continue reading → Email alerts Sign up for FREE daily Globalnews.ca newsletters and breaking news alerts Email Address National Daily News National Breaking News By clicking on the submit button, I have read, understood and agreed to our privacy policy Twitter Follow globalnews 9 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews UPDATED: Nurse in Spain is 1st #Ebola infection outside West Africa glbn.ca/ClOKv 35 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews USA Swimming suspends #MichaelPhelps for 6 months glbn.ca/ClLU9 pic.twitter.com/nqC3dQ3NhL 35 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews Hillary Clinton: military action against ISIS “critical” and “essential” globalnews.ca/news/1600343/w… #cdnpoli Jump to a Region BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Connect Facebook Twitter Google+ RSS Contact Us Global News About Us Privacy Policy Principles & Practices Terms & Conditions Copyright Shaw Media Advertise Open Data © Shaw Media Inc., 2014. All rights reserved. Follow Follow “Global News” Get every new post delivered to your Inbox. Join 3,820 other followers Powered by WordPress.com Shaw Connect Expand News Entertainment Entertainment Home Celebs Movies TV Music Living Lifestyle Food Home & Living Sports Money Tech Travel Breaktime Autos Watch TV Online All Sites Global Global News Food Network HGTV History Television Showcase Slice DTOUR ET Canada National Geographic Movietime Lifetime H2 DIY Action NG Wild Mystery IFC BBC Deja Vu Twist)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2011/01/bcpsea-wrong-people-to-bargain-with.html?showComment0751297305857521,Staffroom Confidential: BCPSEA - the wrong people to bargain with teachers Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Sunday, January 30, 2011 BCPSEA - the wrong people to bargain with teachers The BC Public School Employer's Association is not popular with teachers. It was imposed as a provincial bargaining agent in the mid-90's and teachers were denied their right to bargain locally, directly with their school Trustees. BCPSEA has failed to negotiate agreements in every round of bargaining except 2006, when a government signing bonus was on the table. Government intervention has been used in every other case. BCPSEA is not an organization of educators. It's employees are bureaucrats with very large salaries who typically have degrees in HR or business. These are the people that are entrusted with negotiating with teachers to reach the best collective agreements to serve Boards of Education who deliver educational programs in schools. It just doesn't make sense. And it is galling to read one of the first "tweets" from BCPSEA announcing their entrance to the twittersphere: "Spread the word in your District. BCPSEA updates now on Twitter. The first and most accurate factual information on education issues." Perhaps if you go to your lawyer or banker to seek information and expertise on educational issues, you might equally trust BCPSEA. I personally would ask an educator. Local teacher associations around the province are frustrated with the impact BCPSEA has had on relations with their local school Boards. Every time we try to work with Boards to modify our collective agreements where a provision clearly isn't working for either party, BCPSEA interferes. This has hampered our ability to discuss standardized testing, class size and composition, the school year, to name just a few issues. These issues are critical to students and families, and their interests should not be represented by unaccountable bureaucrats. BCPSEA is accountable to almost no one. Yes, they are directed by a Council elected by representatives of school Trustees. But that is a far cry from the type of accountability that locally elected Trustees have. We used to negotiate directly with these locally elected Trustees. If a Board did something unpopular in the community, the Trustees would know come the next election. In contrast, BCPSEA employees never answer to the public. A parent can phone their Trustee. They would have trouble getting in touch with their BCPSEA representative and they would have even more trouble having them listen and act on their concern. It is interesting that the one small piece of accountability there is - the election of the Chair by Trustee reps - actually got exercised this weekend. In a suprise "upset" (as Janet Steffenhagen called it), former Chair Ron Christensen was ousted and replaced by Mel Joy at last weekend's BCPSEA Annual General Meeting. I hope this was a response to the decades long failure of BCPSEA to act in a way that assists and improves Boards' ability to deliver quality education. Teachers are hoping this round to bargain a whole lot more with our local Boards. We believe that sensible solutions to local issues that will serve the local community are best made by those who live and work there and understand the needs. They are best developed by those directly elected by the parents and citizens in that community. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 8:47 AM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 17 comments: TobeyJanuary 30, 2011 at 9:30 AM Beautiful! Glad to see the BCPSEA problematized! They definitely do *not* represent the interests of the public, the values of professional educationists, or the needs of students. The class and power dynamics here are critical; but, sadly, many of us ignore or avoid the implications of stratified power. For instance, look at how de-fanged May Day has become - a holiday which commemorates the solidarity and legitimacy of labour militancy has come to be purveyed as a 'day for relaxation'. Discussions of class and power may not be in the interests of the elite, but for those of us in the trenches it's an absolute necessity. Cheers for highlighting this particular lack.ReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 30, 2011 at 8:45 PM Hi Tara, This is Silas White, elected trustee director at BCPSEA, also board chair on the Sunshine Coast. For both positions I feel very accountable to the public, part of which is trying to follow any concerns and feedback expressed online... But there are more similarities between my provincial and local roles, too. Locally and provincially, accountable trustees set direction for bargaining. But also both locally and provincially, boards delegate the actual daily work of bargaining and labour relations to professional staff. There is some local bargaining for teachers (we do a lot on the Sunshine Coast) and of course support staff, and in these cases again trustees may set direction but don't necessarily sit at the bargaining table. Boards typically have 0-2 trustees involved, and their roles are to liaison with the board and represent general board direction but not to do the legwork of bargaining. Just like BCPSEA, HR professionals and other hired staff do this. As far as "educators" go, I expect you're not suggesting that teachers should be bargaining with teachers, but rather that a superintendent or principal is often on a local team. Provincially, BCPSEA has a seconded superintendent on its team: Mike Roberts from Central Okanagan. Other BCPSEA staff including Hugh Finlayson and Jacquie Griffiths also used to work for school districts; if they still did under a local bargaining model, they'd be doing that work locally for trustees rather than provincially for trustees. Also, we all need to be realistic that the provincial government is a key player because it funds boards and also regulates both provincial and local bargaining, and numerous other aspects of education, with provincial legislation. So importantly, BCPSEA also has this representation at the table (though the majority is still trustees). As a trustee rep I feel my effectiveness at BCPSEA would be drastically reduced if we were left to merely speculate on government activity in relation to our discussions. Finally, the election yesterday was a positive response to Mel's candidacy rather than a negative response to Ron's. Ron has been instrumental and visionary in encouraging a younger generation of trustees, and evidently people felt it is time for this new leadership to step forward. It was bound to happen sometime, and such a generational shift will inevitably happen in other organizations, too. Maybe quite suddenly, like this was. But an election of a new chair simply cannot change BCPSEA's role, mandate and structure, which was set by the Clark government in 1994. BCPSEA does so happen to be the provincial bargaining agent to represent boards in teacher bargaining, which seems to be your main complaint about the organization... However, I do think if there is going to be a change we could all start by being a lot less adversarial. You mention the connection to parents, citizens, community and I can definitely confirm as someone elected by those people that their first wish in these matters is for both sides to cut down on the political rhetoric and work out some solutions for the best interests of our students and public education. Personally, I feel this can be accomplished at the provincial table, but I'm also open to a BCTF-BCPSEA discussion on the split of provincial/local matters. (I should also mention I appreciate your portrayal of boards in this posting much more than in your last posting.)ReplyDelete Jason ScottJanuary 30, 2011 at 10:34 PM Hi Tara, thanks for blogging. I like to hear your perspective, though personally I feel there are quite a few black-and-white statements in your posts. I'm a parent and a trustee (sd46-funnily enough same as SW above); but I'm also just a person who cares about education like you, and I assume you're open to questions since you're in the blogosphere. I'm curious about this statement that I've heard a few times lately: "BCPSEA has failed to negotiate agreements in every round of bargaining except 2006" Hasn't BCTF also failed to negotiate agreements in every round of bargaining except 2006? Only seems fair to mention that both sides failed to reach agreements. No? J ScottReplyDelete Tara EhrckeJanuary 31, 2011 at 8:12 AM Thanks for the thoughtful comments. A few responses. When we negotiate issues locally we talk to Superintendents, Associates and Principals. While we may have different viewpoints, we all share a common knowledge of life in schools. That is the piece missing when discussing issues with HR managers or lawyers or professional bargainers. It is fine to talk about salary with an HR manager, but when we discuss school based teams, or staff committees, it is essential I believe to have that common framework for discussion. You mention that Boards delegate bargaining to staff. That has not been the history in Victoria and I believe many districts. We always had Trustees (up to three at a time even!) sit directly on the district's local bargaining team. Yes the province is a player. That is why we believe the Province should provide a funding envelope for local Boards to use to bargain locally. This was the model adopted in Ontario and was very successful in allowing local Boards to allocate those resources in ways that made sense for the teachers and communities. Maybe in some Districts this will go to upgrade teacherages. Maybe in others to enhance funding for travel costs for professional development, for example. Trustees do direct BCPSEA, and if they thought BCPSEA was broken they could withhold their fees/participation. Boards of Education had two substantive functions at their inception: taxation and bargaining (a form of management right). Both have been removed. This, in my opinion, deprives them of much of the significant decision making authority which ought to come with that elected office. They are not functions which have been stripped from municipalities. But school Boards have become less and less relevant under this governance model. This is a shame, as they are one of the key forms of democratic control at the local level. On J Scott's remark about failing to negotiate. I think it is hard to blame teachers for "failing" when we have been unilaterally legislated back to work. This happened in 2002 and again in 2005. It is my honest belief that BCPSEA knew government would do this and that as a result they did not bargain meaningfully. If you would like some concrete evidence, please take a look at the court case taking place over Bill 27 and 28, in which the BCTF introduced evidence that showed the direct relationship between government legislation and BCPSEA bargaining. You can find details on the BCTF web site.ReplyDelete Jason ScottJanuary 31, 2011 at 12:24 PM Thanks for furthering the dialogue. I respect your opinion, and I'm not here to refute that. I'm just saying that when two parties (or groups) fail to reach an agreement in negotiations, both "sides" need to take responsibility for that. It's the only way to move forward, in my opinion. J ScottReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 31, 2011 at 4:05 PM PART 2 (from Silas): There are no board fees for BCPSEA so the structural accountability component is largely through the election of trustees to the board of directors. And if trustees felt BCPSEA was broken we would definitely hear about it. Trustee and board participation in the Rep Council and AGM last week was more positive and extensive than I've ever seen it. I believe only one or two boards out of 60 weren't represented, due to conflicting schedules. I can relate to your governance comments, though at the same time I understand why the Province made these changes: equity. I live in a region (and time) where building public support for school taxes would be brutal because about half our population is over the age of 50. In regions where a higher proportion of the population is directly connected to public education, or likewise just has more per-capita wealth than others, a board would be able to raise more taxes and offer better programs to their students than in other districts. Bargaining is similar: as far as the distribution of funds goes, it needs to be equitable. Secondly, certainly salary harmonization and also some common working conditions, processes and other practices among teachers throughout the province would also be impossible under local bargaining. And how about porting of seniority and sick leave? I realize I'm now referring to the extreme of full local bargaining, but it seems as though you are, too, especially with the funding envelope suggestion. As far as a BCTF-BCPSEA discussion on the current provincial-local split goes, as I said before that is not a bad thought. I can speak from personal experience, though, that my district conducts quite a lot of mid-contract modification bargaining and we and our local never seem to run out of issues to work on that are already classified as local. But I also understand that the BCTF feels there can be too many restrictions around the current process for local bargaining, which would also inevitably be part of any discussion on the split.ReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 31, 2011 at 4:06 PM Hi Tara, Silas here again, still needing to get a WordPress or Google sign-in. And responding in 2 parts! (guess I just need my own blog) PART 1: At the provincial level, the role of the seconded superintendent will certainly be to represent that common knowledge of life in schools, and to share it with the rest of the bargaining team. It has also been (and will continue to be) to connect with superintendents and principals around the province to strengthen that commonality and knowledge at the table. He is one person, but on the other hand he has been seconded to focus on representing that educational perspective in bargaining and labour relations -- so he isn't juggling hundreds of other non-bargaining demands and urgent issues like a local superintendent would be during local bargaining. And this is actually one of local boards' greatest concerns re: local bargaining. When we have all our superintendents and other key staff focused on bargaining throughout the province (in addition to the teacher reps, of course) it can be a serious drain on the daily operations and educational focus of our system. In some districts, it simply isn't practicable. So why don't only the trustees bargain, then? Well we don't have that firsthand classroom/school knowledge you talk about. And I say this as someone who has been relatively active in local bargaining. But in addition to that classroom knowledge it is just as important to have school district HR professionals involved because they're the ones who deal with the collective agreement every day, probably have the most year-round contact with local presidents such as yourself, are most aware of all recent grievances, etc. So these HR professionals are involved at the provincial stage just as they would be at local tables. As I mentioned, I'm in a district where trustees are more involved than many others in bargaining -- and yet we certainly don't do the legwork because we aren't immersed in either the classroom or collective agreement as our daily work. I like to think we contribute valuable input to our team, but realistically teachers aren't "bargaining with the trustees." Although, I am interested in the Victoria model you mention so will check into it with present and past Victoria trustee associates. But realistically, the Victoria experience is not what most teacher locals would be looking at in local bargaining today. Just take a look at support staff tables or mid-contract modification tables, and you won't find many trustees. Re: the funding envelope idea, the other side of this is that it can hang boards out to dry when there isn't much to offer from provincial coffers, or in the present case, when there is net-zero to offer. So the centralization of a situation like this, when we're all under these very same conditions set by the province anyway, and there really isn't any flexibility to make the localized decisions like the examples you provided, makes a lot of sense.ReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 31, 2011 at 4:08 PM Sorry those appeared backwards! Read the bottom one first.ReplyDelete Tara EhrckeFebruary 1, 2011 at 7:56 AM Hi Silas - We are not proposing the "big" money items at the local table...salary and benefits. Although there is a case to be made by Boards that these should be. In a remote District a Board might want higher salaries to attract teachers. Salaries are not harmonized right now - they vary quite a bit from district to district. Nor are benefits. The equity piece is dealt with through the funding envelope - it needs to be allocated in an equitable fashion (eg. per FTE student). My point about funding was not that I want local taxation back, just that the general model has been to strip Boards of their powers. I agree with you that equitable distribution is essential with respect to the funding. In fact, many of the current grant structures (e.g. Community Link) and the funding provided by International students and parent fundraising still create considerable inequity in the funding available to Boards and schools. The funding model was originally changed for equity reasons (after the Cameron Commission in the late 40's). But other parts of the governance model that have changed are about stripping Boards of their relevance, and bargaining is one of them. Victoria negotiated porting of sick leave way back in the 90's locally. No need to do this provincially. And many of us don't like portability of seniority here! Many of the items we want to bargain are not even cost items. Of our thirty odd priorities less than half are money items and many of the money items are small money items. For example, we would like to increase the allotment of PD funds to teachers. We currently receive $87 per year. Meanwhile, administrators get close to $1000. If there has been room in the budget to increase administrator PD funds, why not teacher? Doubling our PD funds would cost the District less than $100,000 - a small money item in a $170 million budget. Or why not redistribute that same funding equitably to all educators? We would like language defining health and safety committees - no cost. A parental complaint process - no cost. I could go on. In fact, the costs to Board arise when these issues are not dealt with. They end up as grievances and the money goes to lawyers and arbitrators. Our Board is spending close to half a million dollars a year in litigation with us, when they should be just bargaining with us to develop long term solutions to these local problems.ReplyDelete SilasFebruary 2, 2011 at 12:20 PM Hi Tara, Your earlier connection of local taxation to local bargaining is apt. Without local taxation trustees lost autonomy in many areas, but as I said before from a provincial perspective it created some necessary equity for students. When I look at only my district and my position, the more autonomy the better; provincially, though, there is some equity for both students and employees that can be achieved through some centralization. I've heard stories from the glory days of local bargaining in the 70s and 80s and from the employer's side taxation somewhat drove the whole exercise. Sometimes proposals would need to be costed out by how much taxes would need to be raised. But without this notion/utility as part of the formula, those glory days just aren't so romantic anymore. A lot of the control is going to be provincial anyway, so having 60+ provincial tables going may not be the best use of our local resources (your local as well as your district). [And I do understand your cited envelope model--though governance for Ontario boards is structured in a way that they have complementary autonomy and independence in other areas, too, compared to us, so I'm not sure it could work so well here.] But you're absolutely right that this situation has come about as a result of lessened autonomy -- but that issue isn't going to get solved within the current structure. That would need to come from outside, by whom we elect and influence as MLAs. That is an entirely different process and chances are that trustees and teachers have a lot in common regarding what they'd like to see happen provincially (simply more support for public education, for starters). On a quick count, my local CA has about 106 articles, about 35 of which are provincial. PD funds are already local are they not? Same with health & safety? I don't believe we have a complaint process in our CA, but that surely isn't a provincial item. So if these items are already on the local table, is BCTF support for local bargaining actually indicative of dissatisfaction with *LOCAL* bargaining as it stands? Maybe there is a more effective way of addressing this underlying concern than expanding local bargaining, which seems counterintuitive? SilasReplyDelete Tara EhrckeFebruary 8, 2011 at 1:08 PM Not that I can speak for the BCTF, but as a local President I can say that we are frustrated both by how little is at the local table (pd funds are not at the local table, nor are stipends for committees, nor are parental complaints - have a look at Appendix 1 and 2 of the LOU #1 in your teacher collective agreement) and also that every time we try to have local negotiations we are told "BCPSEA told us not to". It is like trying to negotiate with the people who are not really in charge. I hope there will be support from Trustees for increased local bargaining because I think we both have things to gain.ReplyDelete Silas WhiteFebruary 9, 2011 at 6:44 PM All the more reason for a BCTF-BCPSEA discussion on the split, as our working document (at least in SD#46) is unclear. Appendix 1 & 2 do not line up with other local/provincial designations in our document. However "Health and Safety Committee" is consistently designated local. The "BCPSEA told us not to" phenomenon is troubling, as we can probably both agree that it doesn't sound much like real local bargaining. Neither does "BCTF head office told us not to," but I will acknowledge that boards seem to fall back on that former excuse a bit too much. But with more local bargining, you'd just hear it FAR MORE, and BCPSEA would be busier than ever. The biggest reason for "BCPSEA told us not to" is that districts don't have enough resources to handle the current assignment of support staff and limited teacher bargaining. Many of us lean heavily on BCPSEA's advice to the point where I'm sure it almost seems as though BCPSEA is directing local bargaining, which should not be happening. But boards have made it clear to BCPSEA that we can't all handle more local bargaining, and in fact the more that can be dealt with at the provincial table, the better. That said, boards would undoubtedly be willing to listen to arguments that some matters would best be handled split up 60 different ways because of varying unique circumstances across the province; as you've pointed out before, this is really what board governance of education in BC is all about. A discussion about how and why some matters could reasonably be sent to local tables could conceivably be a way to "increase local bargaining" as you're hoping for. Hopefully such a discussion will be the next step.ReplyDelete AnonymousMarch 10, 2011 at 5:33 PM Wow. I stumbled across this blog while doing research and the conversation reflects the reason I left BC politics/schools. Teachers want more money and do less, and use the "it's for the children" bleeding heart card. Well, teachers are over paid and unreliable. Our daughter is in Vancouver and we have a 2 week spring break. THis is only two months after x-mass break, and only 3 months before summer holidays. We've had to find day care for so called PD days, that oddly coincide with long weekends. I'd like to see teachers get a grip on reality and stop and get real work where they are expected to show up 5 days a week and only get a few weeks of holidays a year, not 12 - 14 , and to do it without a pension. Teachers have become a leach on th epublic purse, are no longer professional (given up when unionized), and is out of touch with the people who PAY their salaries.ReplyDelete AnonymousMarch 25, 2011 at 5:33 AM There will come a time (and I hope it's a long way off) where few will step forward to become teachers, and even less to become students.ReplyDelete AnonymousMay 14, 2011 at 8:35 AM Hey here's a novel approach, why not bargain in good faith and quit breaking United Nations and BC Laws? The BC Supreme Court just raked BCPSEA and the govt over the coals for all you've done to my profession. Hers a novel idea, why not bargain in good faith without a ministry dictated agenda? Us teachers all read the recent Supreme Court decision, and guess what people? There wont be another legislated agreement (oxymoron) again in this province. Oh and by the way, for the person who thinks this is a cushy do nothing job, when was the last time you taught 32 kids in a room, one of them legally blind, three identified as ADHD, one also ESL all by yourself? You think doing that and everything else my colleagues and I do is easy? Go get your 5.5 years university education, and you get on in there buddy, and relish your starting take home pay of about 2500 a month.... WOOT WOOT. I dare ya. Its easy to sit on the sidelines and bash teacher isn't it? WHy not, the government does it? How much time have you spent volunteering and helping in your children's schools over the past 5 years? Something everyone needs to consider here, from Wisconsin through to BC, is 70 percent of us whom teach your kids are getting ready to retire in the next 7 years. Hows teacher training and enrollment doing at the BC universities? got lots of potential replacements there now? You better. Do you even care about quality education and our future as a society? Get real, who would go into teaching when you cant even afford to live in Vancouver or the Valley on what a teacher makes. Get real people. Ps...... I can see the 18th green from my living room window, and you shall reap what you sow, so good luck with all this. Im one of the lucky ones getting out of the profession in the next three years. Ill be greeting you at Walmart and playing golf soon. I cant wait to be done with all this garbage. Thanks for ruining the whole concept of being a teacher for many of us, you gutted my passion, made it just a job, and when I complained to my MLA, he told me to find another job. So I did, I quit doing extra curricular ( stuff we do for free) and started my own company and took my skills elsewhere after 3:15 pm. Now you the public, have to pay for what I can offer, outside of the school I work in. Thanks for the advice Mr. MLA, now I can sit on the other side of the fence and just laugh at all the hypocrisy, lying, and cheating being modeled openly for all in society to learn from. Well done. Cheers : )ReplyDelete AnonymousSeptember 22, 2011 at 12:23 AM I am very curious about the costs & salaries at BCPSEA. I can't find anything online about what people--from the "CEO" down to the rank & file at BCPSEA are paid. All I could find when I searched salaries & BCPSEA were teachers' salaries. How much are BC taxpayers paying out annually to this organization? I'd really like to know. A supporter of public education & democracy.ReplyDelete AnonymousNovember 23, 2011 at 9:38 AM I too am very curious as to the compensation packages of all employees at BCPSEA and very curious as to why I can't find this information. They are 'ranked' as one of BC's 'best' employers so it goes without saying that the public should know why. The only firm piece of data I can find is that they cover 100% of employee benefits. Perhaps passing on what makes them 'best' to all those they bargain with would be a good place to start on the road to great.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ▼  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ▼  January (13) What can the revolution in Egypt teach us about 21... BCPSEA - the wrong people to bargain with teachers... BCPSEA discusses bargaining, media and the wired w... Is this the first crack in the BC government's wag... Teacher bargaining in the news What will "personalized" learning look like? A cyn... Has Margaret MacDiarmid forgotten about report car... One Grade Four Teachers Feelings on the FSA Victoria schools pressure parents not to withdraw?... Educators twitter on what learning in the 21st cen... FSAs, Merit Pay, Awards - Why rankings have no pla... Friedman or Finland?: Why we shouldn't rank school... A New Year, A New Attack on Teachers? ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141006,globalnews.ca,http://globalnews.ca/lethbridge/,Lethbridge News | Weather & Traffic - Latest Sports | Breaking News Your Region: National BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg On TV: News Hour Sections National National sections Locals Local sections Watch Watch sections Search Canada Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released Sections Health Money Consumer Tech Entertainment Environment Science Lifestyle Sports Featured Canada World Politics Investigations Canada Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released Your Region National Change BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg News Video Weather Traffic Contests Event Calendar Contact Us Flyers Jump to a Region National BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Birds of Prey Centre in Coaldale Schedule NowNews Hour 6:30pmGlobal National More Programs Early News News Hour News Final More Personalities Paul Kingsmith Kim Tams Quinn Campbell Matt Battochio More Health U.S. military to put up tent at Liberia Ebola clinic News Doug Ford booed at mayoral debate over comments on Jewish community News Police in Mexico find burned bodies in mass grave Entertainment ‘Gone Girl’ beats ‘Annabelle’ at weekend box office News Two men found dead in boat east of Fort McMurray News Search continues for Justin McKinnon-Blomme, missing Calgary man Crime ‘He was standing in the bedroom door with a gun in his hand': family speaks about Consort shooting News Local imam leads discussion about concerns over radicalization of young Calgarians Trending Links in the News Lethbridge Sports Lethbridge weather Alberta byelections Top Story 4 hours ago ASIRT investigates officer-involved shooting in Redcliff The Alberta Serious Incident Response Team (ASIRT) is investigating an officer-involved shooting in Redcliff. Continue reading → Top Story 9 hours ago 109 year booze ban in Cardston up for vote in plebiscite A ban on alcohol sales that has been in place since Alberta became a province will be voted on in a plebiscite in the town of Cardston today. Continue reading → Latest News Crime 1 hour ago Calgary Police identify victim in weekend homicide CALGARY- 39-year-old Jason Quinn Antonio has been identified as the person killed after a shooting in Calgary’s northeast Saturday morning. Continue reading → Aboriginal policies 5 hours ago Prentice says he’ll revisit contentious Alberta aboriginal policies Alberta Premier Jim Prentice says he’ll revisit some policies that have led to a welter of lawsuits and bad will between his government and First Nations over energy development. Continue reading →   What is this? Branded content is written by or on behalf of our sponsor and not by Global News' editorial staff. If you'd like to learn more... What is this ? X What is this? Branded content is written by or on behalf of our sponsor and not by Global News' editorial staff. If you'd like to learn more... More stories below Ebola 23 mins ago Nurse in Spain is 1st Ebola infection outside West Africa A Spanish nurse who treated a missionary for the disease at a Madrid hospital has tested positive for the disease, according to a Spanish health official. Continue reading → Wetaskiwin airport 5 hours ago Wetaskiwin aircraft hangar destroyed by fire A number of aircraft were destroyed in a fire that ripped through a storage hangar at the Wetaskiwin airport early Monday morning. Continue reading → Mayerthorpe 5 hours ago Child responsible for starting Mayerthorpe fire Shortly before noon on Saturday, October 4, Mayerthorpe RCMP and fire crews responded to an outdoor building containing hay bales that was on fire. Continue reading → Michael Phelps 37 mins ago USA Swimming suspends Michael Phelps for 6 months USA Swimming has suspended Michael Phelps for six months, forced him to withdraw from next year’s world championships. Continue reading →   What is this? Branded content is written by or on behalf of our sponsor and not by Global News' editorial staff. If you'd like to learn more... What is this ? X What is this? Branded content is written by or on behalf of our sponsor and not by Global News' editorial staff. If you'd like to learn more... Crime 10 hours ago Two men charged in fatal Castor fire returning to court Two men charged in a triple murder in Castor are scheduled to return to court in Red Deer Monday. Continue reading → Edmonton Health Matters October 5, 2014 8:03 pm ‘I’m loving motherhood': Edmonton midwife who had eye removed to save her son Nearly one month after giving birth to a beautiful baby boy, a local midwife and her husband gathered with family and friends Sunday to celebrate the birth. Continue reading → More stories below Phoenix 46 mins ago Boy left in car during church choir practice dies A 3-year-old boy has died a day after being left in a hot car for several hours while his mother and a family friend were in church for a choir practice, police said Monday. Continue reading → Calgary Police Service October 5, 2014 6:14 pm Stray bullet narrowly misses 8 year old in northeast Calgary home A very close call for one family in the northeast. This weekend, a bullet crashed into their living room, missing their eight-year old boy by less than half a meter. Continue reading → ISIS October 5, 2014 4:23 pm Local imam leads discussion about concerns over radicalization of young Calgarians Dozens of Calgarians gathered Sunday for a memorial service for the British aid volunteer Alan Henning and other Christians who were beheaded by ISIS. Continue reading → Luka Magnotta 1 hour ago Magnotta brought home mystery man a week before killing, court hears Luka Magnotta brought home a man with dark hair less than one week before he killed Jun Lin in his bachelor apartment in May 2012, a court in Montreal heard Monday. Continue reading → Alberta Government October 5, 2014 1:23 pm Time becoming critical factor in Alberta’s worker shortage: Prentice Alberta Premier Jim Prentice says time is becoming a critical factor in solving the temporary foreign worker shortage, but he dismissed criticism that an exploitative province is to blame. Continue reading → Calgary Police Service October 4, 2014 7:17 pm Search continues for Justin McKinnon-Blomme, missing Calgary man Family and friends of Justin McKinnon-Blomme continued to put up missing person flyers and lawn signs around the city Saturday afternoon, canvasing to find more information about the disappearance of the 21 year old. Continue reading → GM Recall 2 hours ago GM uses Facebook, calls to get recalled cars fixed Eight months after General Motors began recalling more than 2 million cars because of a deadly ignition-switch defect, less than half the owners have gotten their vehicles fixed. Continue reading → Load More Stories Popular Now Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released 20224 How does Ebola spread? 5 things you need to know 18659 Accused Madeleine McCann Twitter troll found dead 9985 Ebola: 5 reasons why an outbreak is highly unlikely in Canada 7298 UPDATE: What’s the best, cheapest Canadian cellphone plan out there? 5891 Featured Content Canada Canada sends advance team to the Middle East ahead of ISIS airstrikes Canada has deployed a small advance team to the Middle East to finalize basing and logistics with its allies for airstrikes against the extremist group Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant. Continue reading → Canada Quebecor sells off Sun newspaper chain to Postmedia Quebecor has signed a deal to sell Sun Media Corp.’s English-language operations, consisting of 175 newspapers and publications. Continue reading → Highlights Lethbridge sports Follow all the action with the Global Sports team! Continue reading → Email alerts Sign up for FREE daily Globalnews.ca newsletters and breaking news alerts Email Address National Daily News National Breaking News By clicking on the submit button, I have read, understood and agreed to our privacy policy Twitter Follow GlobalLeth 4 hours ago Global Lethbridge @GlobalLeth NEW DETAILS about an officer-involved shooting in Redcliff, Alberta: bit.ly/1yHiKYY pic.twitter.com/a5gXAqsWeA 6 hours ago Global Lethbridge @GlobalLeth RT @quinnLcampbell: Jury selection starts this morning for the murder trial against Tim Engel, accused in the death of 77 yr old Otto "Bunt… 7 hours ago Global Lethbridge @GlobalLeth Our @ssaskiw is on-location in Cardston today for the non-binding plebiscite on whether to allow liquor sales at limited locations. Jump to a Region BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Connect Facebook Twitter Google+ RSS Contact Us Global News About Us Privacy Policy Principles & Practices Terms & Conditions Copyright Shaw Media Advertise Open Data © Shaw Media Inc., 2014. All rights reserved. Follow Follow “Global News” Get every new post delivered to your Inbox. Join 3,820 other followers Powered by WordPress.com Shaw Connect Expand News Entertainment Entertainment Home Celebs Movies TV Music Living Lifestyle Food Home & Living Sports Money Tech Travel Breaktime Autos Watch TV Online All Sites Global Global News Food Network HGTV History Television Showcase Slice DTOUR ET Canada National Geographic Movietime Lifetime H2 DIY Action NG Wild Mystery IFC BBC Deja Vu Twist)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=29352&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > March 2013 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 25, Number 5, March 2013   Retirement: There’s more to it than money!  The B.C. Retired Teachers’ Association (BCRTA) has developed a workshop for educators who are thinking of retirement within the next five years. Retirement brings with it life-altering situations and a wide variety of choices—some financial, some legal, some physical, and some social. All are connected with lifestyle. Achieving a workable balance of activities and fulfilling dreams doesn’t just happen. Once you have decided that you wish to retire in the near future, it is also time to concentrate on all the other aspects of this new adventure called retirement. The BCRTA workshop, Retirement: There’s More to It than Money!, is designed to complement the Teachers’ Pension Plan pension seminars. Retired educator Carolyn Malm comments that, “Many teachers view retirement with mixed emotions and the workshops provide an excellent forum for realistic, informed discussion. The focus of these sessions is on life after retirement—the endless possibilities of redefinement lead to thoughtful conversations facilitated by BCRTA presenters.” With limited enrolment to facilitate sharing and learning, participants are sure to appreciate the information, ideas, and experiences of the facilitators, who themselves are retired educators. What are some important steps to take to prepare yourself, optimally, for your coming retirement? Firstly, attend a pension seminar put on by the Teachers’ Pension Plan. Secondly, ask your BCTF local president or local PD rep to contact the BCRTA at 604-871-2260 or 1-877-683-2243 or www.bcrta.ca to book this highly acclaimed follow-up workshop.)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Touring a natural gas drilling rig with @MLA Mike Bernier, and Brian from EnCana http://t.co/AifdJ4H07b" @Teresa_Wat - 06:01pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141006,www.facebook.com,https://www.facebook.com/z/SYi?_fb_noscript=1,Page Not Found | Facebook For a better experience on Facebook, enable JavaScript in your browser, or switch to our mobile site. Facebook logo Email or Phone Password Keep me logged in Forgot your password? Sign Up Sorry, this page isn't available The link you followed may be broken, or the page may have been removed. Go back to the previous page · Go to the Facebook homepage · Visit the Help Center Mobile Find Friends Badges People Pages Places Games Locations About Create Ad Create Page Developers Careers Privacy Cookies Terms Help Facebook © 2014 · English (US))
(20141003,www.facebook.com,https://www.facebook.com/supporteducationinbc/photos/pb.1442360749345844.-2207520000.1412360591./1489587614623157/PopoverMenu.react?_fb_noscript=1,Page Not Found | Facebook For a better experience on Facebook, enable JavaScript in your browser, or switch to our mobile site. Facebook logo Email or Phone Password Keep me logged in Forgot your password? Sign Up Sorry, this page isn't available The link you followed may be broken, or the page may have been removed. Go back to the previous page · Go to the Facebook homepage · Visit the Help Center Mobile Find Friends Badges People Pages Places Games Locations About Create Ad Create Page Developers Careers Privacy Cookies Terms Help Facebook © 2014 · English (US))
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141003,www.facebook.com,https://www.facebook.com/SupportBCTeachers2014/photos/pb.1438645646389768.-2207520000.1412360587./1478654192388913/UFICommentRemovalControls.react?_fb_noscript=1,Page Not Found | Facebook For a better experience on Facebook, enable JavaScript in your browser, or switch to our mobile site. Facebook logo Email or Phone Password Keep me logged in Forgot your password? Sign Up Sorry, this page isn't available The link you followed may be broken, or the page may have been removed. Go back to the previous page · Go to the Facebook homepage · Visit the Help Center Mobile Find Friends Badges People Pages Places Games Locations About Create Ad Create Page Developers Careers Privacy Cookies Terms Help Facebook © 2014 · English (US))
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/cbcnewsbc/status/519171629201784833,CBC British Columbia on Twitter: "Adams River sockeye salmon run underway north of Kamloops http://t.co/lT7CYV4fDq http://t.co/1lLb6Lg5J1" টুইটার অনুসন্ধান অনুসন্ধান টুইটার খুঁজুন সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ ভাষা : বাংলা. हिन्दी Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন টুইটার-এ নতুন ? আজই যোগদান করুন » সাইন ইন করুন ফোন, ইমেল বা ব্যবহারকারীর নাম পাসওয়ার্ড সাইন ইন আমাকে মনে রাখুন পাসওয়ার্ড ভুলে গেছেন? ইতিমধ্যে আপনি কি টেক্সট বার্তার মাধ্যমে টুইটার ব্যবহার করছেন? অনুসরণ অনুসরণ করা কর্মসমূহ:অনুসরণ না করা অবরুদ্ধ অবরোধ মুক্ত মুলতুবি বাতিল CBC British Columbiaযাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট ‏ @cbcnewsbc ৬ ঘন্টা Adams River sockeye salmon run underway north of Kamloops http://ift.tt/1s3xRby  pic.twitter.com/1lLb6Lg5J1 প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট পুনঃটুইটগুলি ৫ প্রিয় ৮ ১০:০৫ পূর্বাহ্ণ - ৬ অক্টোবর, ২০১৪ inKamloops ‏ @inkamloops ৪ ঘন্টা @cbcnewsbc @Pinksock67 It's actually east of Kamloops where the sockeye enter the Adams River, on Shuswap Lake সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট CBC British Columbia থেকে কোন আপডেট মিস্ করবেন না © 2014 টুইটার সম্বন্ধে সহায়তা বিজ্ঞপ্তি তথ্য বন্ধ মিডিয়াটিকে চিহ্নিত করুন এটি ইতিমধ্যে সংবেদনশীল কন্টেন্ট ধারণকারী হিসাবে চিহ্নিত হয়েছে। পতাকা তুলুন এটি সম্ভাব্যরূপে অবৈধ বিষয়বস্তুর ধারণকারী হিসেবে। সমর্পণ করা বাতিল মিডিয়াকে চিহ্নিত করা সম্পর্কে আরো জানুন খারিজ বন্ধ পূর্ববর্তী পরবর্তী বন্ধ একজন ব্যক্তির প্রোফাইলে যান সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ বন্ধ আপনার অনুসরণকারীদের এই পুনঃটুইটটি পাঠাবেন? বাতিল পুনঃটুইট বন্ধ আপনি কি নিশ্চিত যে এই টুইট মুছে দিতে চান? বাতিল মুছে ফেলুন বন্ধ রোধ করন বাতিল রোধ করন আপনার টুইটসমুহে একটি অবস্থান যুক্ত করুন যখন একটি অবস্থানের সঙ্গে আপনার টুইট করেন, টুইটার সেই অবস্থান সংরক্ষণ করে। প্রত্যেক টুইটের আগে আপনি আপনার অবস্থান চালু / বন্ধ করতে পারেন, এবং যে কোনও সময় আপনি আপনার অবস্থানের ইতিহাস মুছে ফেলতে পারেন। আরো জানুন অবস্থান চালু করুন এখন নয় স্থান বন্ধ করুন বন্ধ প্রোফাইল সারসংক্ষেপ বন্ধ আপনার তালিকাসমূহ বন্ধ একটি নতুন তালিকা তৈরি করুন নাম তালিকা বিবরণ 100 অক্ষরের কম, ঐচ্ছিক তালিকাসমূহ:গোপনীয়তা সাধারণ · যে কেউ এই তালিকা অনুসরণ করতে পারেন ব্যক্তিগত · শুধুমাত্র আপনিই এই তালিকায় প্রবেশ করতে পারবেন তালিকা সংরক্ষণ করুন বন্ধ বন্ধ এই টুইট স্থাপিত কর আপনার নীচের ওয়েবসাইটে কোডটি অনুলিপি দ্বারা এই টুইট যোগ করুন * আরও জানুন হুম, সার্ভারে পৌঁছনোর একটি সমস্যা ছিল। পরে আবার চেষ্টা করবেন? প্রকৃত টুইট অন্তর্ভুক্ত করুন অন্তর্ভুক্ত মিডিয়া প্রাকদর্শন বন্ধ টুইটারে নিবন্ধন করুন টুইটারে নেই? নিবন্ধন করুন, আপনির পছন্দের বিষয়গুলির সাথে যুক্ত হন, এবং তাদের বিষয়ে হালনাগাদ পান। একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন » বন্ধ দুটি উপায় (প্রেরণ এবং গ্রহণ) শর্ট কোড: দেশ কোড গ্রাহকদের জন্য মার্কিন যুক্তরাষ্ট্র 40404 (যে কোন) কানাডা 21212 (যে কোন) যুক্তরাজ্য 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM হাইতি 40404 Digicel, Voila আয়ারল্যান্ড 51210 Vodafone, O2 ভারত 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance ইন্দোনেশিয়া 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » অন্য দেশসমুহের এসএসএস সংক্ষিপ্ত কোড দেখুন বন্ধ নিশ্চিতকরণ)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8950,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, Number 2, November/December 2003 Readers write Home schooling has its place Jim McMurtry obviously has a vested interest in keeping kids in public schools (as do I, being a public school teacher). Imagine you are a parent who is home-schooling your children, but considering putting them in public school and someone gives you McMurtry’s letter. Are his words going to encourage you to make the leap to public school, or are they going to remind you of the reasons why you chose to home-school in the first place? The latter, no doubt. McMurtry states that he knows "that parents of home-schooled children question the value of a standard school-based educational experience, many wishing to provide their own form of indoctrination (as opposed to the state’s?), usually of a religious nature." So what? Is McMurtry qualified to determine how people should raise their own children just because he is a public school teacher? McMurtry asserts that parents who home-school "condemn children to an impoverished, friendless, and segregated learning environment." I know families who have chosen to home school, and I have taught many children who have entered middle school after being home schooled for the elementary grades, and in my professional judgment, these children are not subjected to anything that is detrimental to their development. On the contrary, they simply come from families who have chosen an education that fits with their beliefs and/or their child’s needs. Are there home-schooling situations that are less than perfect? Of course, just as there are public-schooling situations that are less than perfect. It seems that in McMurtry’s ideal world, the state would have complete authority over how children are raised, and parents who veer off course would be deemed child abusers and punished accordingly. I still can’t believe that he used that term, and that you published it. Home schooling "can be perceived as a form of child abuse"? That is an insult to children who have actually suffered legitimate abuses at the hands of parents, and to the parents who decide to spend enormous amounts of time and energy educating their children themselves. And it certainly won’t win any converts from the home-schooling community. Craig Bresett Langley Interesting reading in Jim McMurtry’s letter (Teacher Sept./Oct. 2003). Nothing like a half-baked and uninformed opinion. Imagine my surprise when I found out that my children have no broad social opportunities, given that they’re in dance classes, Pathfinders, and skating lessons, given that they have taken acting classes, participated in community choirs, played softball, performed on stage to audiences of hundreds, assisted in the care of their late great-grandmother, helped move several friends’ homes, and given that they participate in my volunteer activities where they encounter professionals, very young children, parents and grandparents, know the neighbourhood children and can, remarkably, carry on intelligent conversations with humans of any age between 1 and 91 (based on their actual experiences in doing so). I’m not entirely sure how being very strongly indoctrinated in the "you will only associate with people born in the same calendar year as yourself" philosophy of schools is supposed to be better or even more real than that. Linda Clement Victoria Special issue of Teacher appreciated I enjoy reading the Teacher Newsmagazine. There are lots of interesting, informative, and diverse articles. For example, in Vol. 16, No 1, the articles on healthcare and pension assets were of interest. Keep up the good work. Now if only my spouse (the teacher) had enough time-between teaching and prep thereof to read it as thoroughly as I do. P. Dean-Veerman Slocan Park I found the special edition of the Teacher excellent reading. Teachers who read it will surely have a clear picture of the precarious position in which our profession is located right now. Donna Bulmer Peace River North Great job. It [special issue of Teacher] is an eye-opening convincer to the staffroom readers. Thanks. Dave Scott Kamloops Try working with Liberals Today I received the special issue of the eight-page Teacher. I was somewhat disappointed in the content, tone, and layout of the paper. To understand and discuss the issue at hand I would have appreciated to have the facts first. But they appear in part in the last column on the last page. The main contention seems to be that education in B.C. will suffer because of the new makeup of the membership in the college of teachers. Of the people listed as members of the new college of teachers, 70% are or have been educators and should, from their experience, have some knowledge of education, and parents often have a good grasp of education and know well what is going on in the classrooms from another perspective. I agree that more active teachers from public and private schools should be members of the college to achieve a better balance. I would like to know by what process the members of the college of teachers are recruited. The paper mentions that they are political appointments. Does this mean they have to be members of the Liberal Party, as NPA members serving as councillors in Burnaby have to be members of the NDP? Can prospective members apply for the position and then be selected on the merit of their experience? and does the BCTF appoint teachers as members to the college? I wonder if the cause of education would be served better if the BCTF tried to work together with the present government to improve education rather than to boycott every attempt at change. Helmut Lemke (retired) Burnaby College takeover not fair Never in my 34 years of teaching had I ever been moved to shake my fist and shout, "Not Fair!" Up to now, the college of teachers has been a self-regulating body with a majority of elected members, just like the colleges of other professions. Christy Clark has changed the ratio of elected members in the college, with parents and political appointees being in the majority, thus effectively giving the college control over teachers. The by-laws and policies made by the "new" college of teachers make me shake my head, because the control over the college by the minister of education is unbelievable. Even the appointed councillors themselves will be dismissed if they don’t follow the agenda of the minister. Among the multitude of policies made by the new college, one policy is that parents report a teacher to the college rather than discuss a problem first with the teacher, principal, and school board, and then the college if no resolution is found. One can only imagine the added stress for a teacher having to face a college investigation panel for a minor action with the threat of being reprimanded, suspended, or losing her or his teaching certificate. Even though the teachers’ fees maintain the college of teachers, the teachers will have no say in what happens to them. That, to me, is most unfair! Is the government’s attack on the college of teachers just the beginning in their zeal to reorganize all the other professional colleges? Just wondering! Bertha Kwitkoski (retired) Burnaby Keep our focus on the goal A colleague told me that she and many others would not support the BCTF in asking teachers to withhold automatic deductions of the BCCT fees. They just don’t see the BCTF as fighting for their rights. Why do we need a union? It hasn’t been able to do much against the force of this government. What are we fighting for, and why aren’t we winning? Wait. What are we fighting? We are against a government whose sole aim is to balance a budget. Its focus is the bottom line. I have worked in private institutions for two-and-a-half decades, and, to me, that is where the government wants us to be—subservient pawns who would do anything to keep their jobs, at the expense, really, of the people we serve. Our focus is to serve the learner, to build community, to guide the child to her or his fullest potential. Clearly, that is not the governments’ focus. In a private school, the powers that be can fire and hire sans categories, qualifications, or specificity to the needs called for by the job. What they are great at, which we definitely need to take lessons for, is marketing, advertising, the gloss and polish that sells. They can sell an empty box. On the other hand, we have not unwrapped our credentials, our specializations, our successes, and our goal of serving each and every child. We have kept quiet because we are busy doing what we need to do. Our quietness has been mistaken as lack of spunk. The truth is, we are being compared to private schools, for they can run their institutions at less cost to the government. We are scrutinized, the public schools, under a very powerful magnifying glass, and their perspective is narrowed to complaints. How many teachers have asked the ministry to come and see what really happens in the classrooms, to see how effective the teachers are, to see how well public school children learn? Have they come? United we stand. Divided we fall. That’s all it takes. The government has clawed mercilessly at our contracts, collective bargaining, and funding, and now it has taken our college. If we are upset with our union, the BCTF, this is not the time to abandon its lead for that would be the final blow to our union, to us. Shall we help this government make us crumble and fall? Let us fight for our college, for it to serve its members, us. Why should we support a college that is run by bureaucrats and not by our colleagues? Our union is our last bastion. Let’s keep our focus on the goal. Thelma Valle-Serrano Richmond Supreme Court upholds the law Much has been said to the effect that the Supreme Court, rather than Parliament is making our laws. As I see it, Canada is governed, not by Parliament, but by the Constitution Act and Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms. Those two documents define Canada, including how Canada’s laws are to be made and enforced. Parliament, within these guidelines, creates laws about how Canadians will live. Should there be problems regarding the interpretation of one of Parliament’s laws, the Supreme Court weighs the problematic law against its interpretation of the Constitution Act and Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms. Should the Supreme Court deem an act of Parliament to be in violation of guidelines, it instructs Parliament to create laws that obey the law. In Canada, the right to express religious viewpoints is guaranteed by law, so long as that expression does not promote hatred or violence against an identifiable group. Freedom of religious expression in Canada is not just for one particular perspective, it is for every religious perspective. As I listen to some of the claims of various religious groups, I note that some use the Bible to justify denying full equality to others. This gives me a sense of déjà vu. The Bible has been used to support slavery, the Bible has been used to support anti-Semitism, the Bible has been used to support capital punishment. The Bible is not a book of hate, but some people use the Bible to promote their own superiority, to justify failing to grant equal status as humans to others. I can’t justify using the Bible to tell others how their ways are evil. I’m more interested in joining hands with other humans, listening to and accepting one another, and walking together through life. There are several legally married same-sex couples in Canada of today. The sun still shines, the birds still sing, children still laugh and play, and the stars still shine at night. My life didn’t suddenly get worse because two men or two women who love each other got married. And perhaps their life feels more dignified, more honoured, more whole. I’m in favour of that. Ron Smuin Penticton Cuban student interested in writing It is an honour to send this letter to you from Cuba, on a small island in the Caribbean. I really hope you receive it and listen to my words and answer me if it is possible. I’m an English teacher who had the opportunity to receive an English course for a week in July from some teachers from B.C. I’m not a professional teacher yet, but enjoyed that English course for teachers in Habana. Our Canadian teachers recommended that I write to your magazine. I teach English language for teenagers but at the same time I attend the Languages University in Habana and I’ll have to spend four more years there. I’ve finished my first year there. I’d like to ask you if there is any possibility of exchanging ideas with some teachers of the Federation. That kind of communication would be really useful for me. One of our B.C. teachers gave us one of those wonderful newspapers [Teacher newsmagazine] and it is really useful. In fact, I can say that it’s completely amazing to have that kind of magazine just for teachers. In my country there isn’t that kind of newspaper or magazine for teachers. It’s like a class but printed in a magazine. I think the idea is remarkable. If any B.C. teachers would like to contact me, my e-mail address is JhonCarlos@web.correosdecuba.cu Juan Carlos Puig Habana, Cuba Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "Eid Mubarak to all those celebrating in BC!" @bcliberals - 06:52pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=22377&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 23, Number 5, March 2011   Classified advertising Travel/Vacation FRANCE Ultimate vacations, privately owned, beautiful furn. 1 bdrm. central Paris. Wkly/mthly. 604-738-1876, 604-879-4936, irene.roland@gmail.com, www.ultimateparis.com  MAUI Privately owned, beautiful fully furn. 2 bdrm, 2 bath condo, across from Kamaole Beaches. Great complex, Great location. 250-598-6955. HORNBY ISLAND vacation accommodations, discoverhornby.ca  TOFINO. Owned by a Salt Spring teacher’s family, this cozy condo is on the harbor in Tofino, at Elk Landing, across from The Shelter Restaurant, walking distance to town. To view, go to www.tofino beach homes, go to select your property, go to Eagles Nest. Call 250-725-2570. WHISTLER Condo. Sleeps 4, views, close to village, 604-943-9423, preddyplace@telus.net. BLACKCOMB Luxury 2 bdrm/loft, 3 bath, sleeps 8, ski-in/ski-out, 604-940-0156. GULF ISLANDS Deluxe waterfront cottage, 1 bd./sleeps 4, winter and summer rates, call Alma 250-629-3008, www.ainsliepointcottage.com  SOUTH OF FRANCE villa in lively, lovely market town of Limoux. 4 bdrms. Sleeps 8. 2 bathrooms. All mod cons. Near lake and river swimming and historic Carcassonne. Great rates. Deep discounts for long-term, off-season. www.southoffrancerental.com  PUERTO VALLARTA Bright, clean, quiet, 1 bdrm, 2 blks from beach, downtown, $350/wk., monthly rates. 604-608-4268, dbemc@hotmail.com  WHISTLER 1 bdrm. condo (Whistler Creekside) sleeps 4, hot tub, swimming pool, sauna, kitchen fully equipped, underground parking, close to lifts & stores. Call Jan or John 604-530-0958 or e-mail jpmeagh@shaw.ca  FRANCE BURGUNDY Weekly vacation rentals. Centre of medieval town. Fully equipped studio, 1 and 2 bdrm. apartments. Owned by former BC couple. www.la-charite-sur-loire.com  VANCOUVER ISLAND oceanfront condo. New luxury 2 bdrm. Panoramic view, steps to the ocean, jacuzzi, pool, 604-274-2396, www.yellowpointretreat.com  SAN PANCHO, MEXICO. Just 40 miles north of Puerto Vallarta, luxury oceanview 2 or 3 bdrm. house, in quaint Mexican village. 40’ heated pool, across the street from 1 mile sandy beach. Weblink: www.casadesuenosmagicos.com  QUADRA ISLAND private cabin for 2. Panoramic ocean, mountain view, soaker tub, www.lunavista.ca   WATERFRONT CONDO Birch Bay, WA. 2 bdrm., 2 bath., available for day, week, or weekend rentals. Complex has indoor pool, hot tub, games room. $100/night. Further info contact Teresa, tvfierro@telus.net or 604-831-4080. WATERFRONT P.E.I. Beautiful 3 bdrm. cottage for rent May through Oct., $1700/wk. July and Aug. or $850/wk. spring/fall. Contact: brucehaven@hotmail.com  BEACHFRONT condos for rent, Mazatlan, Mexico. New 2 or 3 bdrm. Fully equipped, www.whyte.viviti. com, 250-426-6699. WHISTLER CABIN–PINECREST 5 bdrm/ loft, totally renovated with 4 baths, sauna, woodstove, large decks, fully equipped kitchen. By tennis courts and private lake. Seasonal rates from $275/nt. 604-936-3346, e-mail: glush@shaw.ca  OCEANFRONT SUITE VICTORIA BC Weekly vacation rentals. Details at http://judyak.shawwebspace.ca. Contact judyak@shaw.ca or call 250-380-6682. HAWAII. Private Maui Schooner Resort in Kihei, Spring Break 2011–Sat. Mar. 19 to Sat. Apr 2. Two bdrm./2 bath (sleeps 6) $1,350/wk. or 1 bdrm. condo/1 bath (sleeps 4) $1,150/wk. Contact 604-535-9315. GABRIOLA ISLAND, BC. 2 bdrm. Cottage, 250-247-9883, www.gabriolacottage.netfirms.com, boysen@shaw.ca  TEACHING EXCHANGE. Consider an exchange to another country and receive your regular salary and benefits! Hundreds of BC teachers have done it, why not you? Contact BC Exchange Teachers’ Assoc. teather_t@sd36.bc.ca or go to www.ceef.ca for more information. FRANCE FRANCE 2011 holiday rental. Well renovated converted barn & stoned houses in ancient, traditional vineyard village, SW France. Great walking, cycling, food, wine, Cathar castles. C$765/C$1051/wk. per family. U18. E-mail mjcapper@hotmail.com, visit www.ourhouseinfrance.com.au  DEEP BAY waterfront 2 bdrm. cottage, Vancouver Island, overlooking Denman, Hornby Islands. Relaxing, private. Sleeps 4-6 people, N/S, N/P. Available June to September. 604-939-0121 or joyce.buckham@shaw.ca  FRANCE HOLIDAY RENTALS Languedoc near Montpellier, Mediterranean. Medieval house & studio apt. Self catering. From $650/wk. for 2 people, www.ruemontbel.com, sjevent@shaw.ca  CHRISTINA LAKE SUMMER RETREAT Visit us at: www.christinalakeretreat.com/reflectioncove  PALM DESERT fully furnished, 2 bdrm/den condo. palmvalleycondo1@gmail.com  OKANAGAN LAKE vacation home in Penticton located on the strip. Deluxe 3 bdrm suite, sleeps 6, full kitchen, patio, backyard and only seconds to the beach. 250-809-2474 TEACHERS ALASKA CRUISE July 31. awayugo.ca - 604-287-2922 for details and booking. SPRING BREAK GALIANO ISLAND. Lovely, newly renovated character cottage for two. March 19 to 26. $775. Also available monthly. www.pinkgeraniumcottage.com  OKANAGAN LAKE uninterrupted view. Beautiful 4 bdrm., 3 bath Peachland home. Located between Kelowna and Penticton, Peachland is in the heart of wine country. Home is completely updated with new deck and hot tub. Owned by Okanagan teacher. Weekly rentals available March, July and August 2011. Call Sarah 250-575-7272. OKANAGAN COTTAGE for rent July 9-16, Aug. 27-Sept. 3. Sleeps six. 40 min. from Westbank on Okanagan Lake. To view: www.carrsareus.com $1400/wk., johncarr@telus.net  RENT/EXCHANGE VANCOUVER Clean, bright, quiet, centrally located condos at Robson & Bute. 1 bdrm. $95. Daily/wkly/ mthly rates. 604-608-4268, dbemc@hotmail.com  MAPLE BAY offshore sailors seeking person(s) to care for 3 bdrm. furn. home in Maple Bay, Duncan, BC. Available Sept. 2011 to April 2012. Dates negotiable. $950/mo. plus utilities. cjdaley@shaw.ca, 250-709-7010. VANCOUVER 1 bdrm. apt available for sublet July 20 – Aug 31. Approx. 700 sq.ft. furnished, laundry, 2 patios, beautiful space. Rent $900 for entire time, or negotiable. Contact helenfrench1@yahoo.com  MISCELLANEOUS SCHOOL TATTOOS. 1,000 tattoos with your school’s logo $149, Visit www.schooltattoos.ca, E-mail info@schooltattoos.ca or call 613-567-2636. OUTBACK KIDS FIELD TRIP “Survivor” team building, lunch, kids rafting… all in one great day! “The highlight of the year!” Glenayre Elementary. “The best field trip ever!” Scott Creek Middle School. www.CanadianOutback.com/outbackkids, info@canadianoutback.com, 1-800-565-8735. DON’T GET BOGGED DOWN! Book a field trip to Burns Bog. Discover the wonders of this globally unique ecosystem. Ask about our teacher’s guides. 604-572-0373 or www.burnsbog.org. THINKING OF RETIRING? Join the BC Retired Teachers’ Association. Add your voice. The BCRTA is affiliated with the Council of Senior Citizens Organization and the Canadian Association of Retired Teachers to make seniors’ issues a government priority. For more information, go to www.bcrta.ca or call 604-871-2260, 1-877-683-2243. APTS FOR SALE. 1 or 2 bdrms. Kerrisdale co-op near library & village. Golden oak floors. Easy access to UBC. Adults only. 1-888-880-8785. MAKE AND TAKE ART workshops for teachers, Grades K–6. Invite me into your school or district ProD and I’ll bring lots of creative classroom projects. Sharon Lightstone 604-535-1521, sharonlightstone@shaw.ca. PENSION QUESTIONS? Ask Arnie – now retired and available for expert, personal, one-to-one consultation including pension estimates, options, bridge, CPP/OAS, and pension splitting. Call Arnie Lambert at 604-354-5624 or e-mail arnielambert@shaw.ca )
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(20141007,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/bcedplan/status/460848750903435264?screen_name=bcedplan&screen_name=bcedplan&id=460848750903435264&id=460848750903435264,BC's Education Plan on Twitter: "RT @Data_BC: Want to create lesson plans for your students using #opendata? Check out https://t.co/ON90Nr9Cvz  #bclearns #edtechbc" Twitter Search query Search Twitter Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Language: English Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Have an account? Sign in New to Twitter? Join Today » Sign In Phone, email or username Password Sign in Remember me Forgot password? Already using Twitter via text message? Data_BC ‏ @Data_BC Apr 28 Want to create lesson plans for your students using #opendata? Check out https://www.tuvalabs.com  #bclearns @bcedplan Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Follow Following Unfollow Blocked Unblock Pending Cancel BC's Education Plan ‏ @bcedplan Apr 28 RT @Data_BC: Want to create lesson plans for your students using #opendata? Check out https://www.tuvalabs.com  #bclearns #edtechbc Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Retweets 3 Favorites 2 11:31 AM - 28 Apr 2014 mike ‏ @mike_vlasman Apr 28 @bcedplan @Data_BC What's TuVaLabs' business model? I can't see anywhere on their site how they make money by giving data away for free. Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet TuvaLabs ‏ @TuvaLabs Apr 28 @mike_vlasman The model is to get specific data verticals supported by 3rd party orgs. Think @duolingo for #dataliteracy @Data_BC @bcedplan Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet TuvaLabs ‏ @TuvaLabs Apr 28 @mike_vlasman Would love to connect, learn more about your work & tell you more about our vision & goals. #opendata @bcedplan @Data_BC Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Data_BC ‏ @Data_BC Apr 28 @mike_vlasman @TuvaLabs It would be cool to see lesson plans use #BCGov #opendata which is available under the OGL: http://ow.ly/wgelV  Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Data_BC ‏ @Data_BC Apr 28 @mike_vlasman We are interested in promoting data literacy, such as our work on #gisday: http://ow.ly/wgdLn  @TuvaLabs Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet mike ‏ @mike_vlasman Apr 28 @TuvaLabs @duolingo @Data_BC @bcedplan I don't understand the jargon. Where can I read about how you make money giving access to data? Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Data_BC ‏ @Data_BC Apr 29 @mike_vlasman DataBC does not charge for data. The Province of BC grants "royalty-free" use of data under the OGL. @TuvaLabs @bcedplan Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet mike ‏ @mike_vlasman Apr 29 @Data_BC Sorry, should have directed the question to TuvaLabs only. Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Data_BC ‏ @Data_BC Apr 29 @mike_vlasman No worries. Will leave it with @TuvaLabs for further comment. Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet TuvaLabs ‏ @TuvaLabs Apr 29 @mike_vlasman Sorry for the jargon! We plan to charge organizations and companies who care about supporting #dataliteracy skills. @Data_BC Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet mike ‏ @mike_vlasman Apr 29 @TuvaLabs @Data_BC So you won't/don't collect user data? My concern would be for the student users of your service becoming data you sell. Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet TuvaLabs ‏ @TuvaLabs Apr 29 @mike_vlasman We save student work on activities & lessons, and make it available to their respective teachers. @Data_BC Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet TuvaLabs ‏ @TuvaLabs Apr 29 @mike_vlasman And no, we don't & won't be selling any of that to any third party. @Data_BC Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet mike ‏ @mike_vlasman Apr 29 @TuvaLabs @Data_BC I'll look further. Thanks for clarifying. Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Don’t miss any updates from BC's Education Plan © 2014 Twitter About Help Ads info Close Flag this media This has already been marked as containing sensitive content. Flag this as containing potentially illegal content. Submit Cancel Learn more about flagging media Dismiss Close Previous Next Close Go to a person's profile Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Close Retweet this to your followers? Cancel Retweet Close Are you sure you want to delete this Tweet? Cancel Delete Close Block Cancel Block Add a location to your Tweets When you tweet with a location, Twitter stores that location. You can switch location on/off before each Tweet and always have the option to delete your location history. Learn more Turn location on Not now Turn off location Close Profile summary Close Your lists Close Create a new list List name Description Under 100 characters, optional Privacy Public · Anyone can follow this list Private · Only you can access this list Save list Close Close Embed this Tweet Add this Tweet to your website by copying the code below. Learn more Hmm, there was a problem reaching the server. Try again? Include parent Tweet Include media Preview Close Sign up for Twitter Not on Twitter? Sign up, tune into the things you care about, and get updates as they happen. Have an account? Sign in » Close Two-way (sending and receiving) short codes: Country Code For customers of United States 40404 (any) Canada 21212 (any) United Kingdom 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM Haiti 40404 Digicel, Voila Ireland 51210 Vodafone, O2 India 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Indonesia 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » See SMS short codes for other countries Close Confirmation)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media jthornthwaite last tweet "MLA @douglas_horne thanking @colemancountry for his work w/ housing for BC @LindaReimerMLA @bcliberals http://t.co/zR6bdVGcRI" @jthornthwaite - 02:03am Follow @jthornthwaite BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11146,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2002 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 14, Number 5, March 2002  Candidates Statements for BCTF Executive Committee For President Alice Rees We now face the greatest threat to public education and our role in it, in our lifetime. The Liberals are on a mission to under fund public schools, destroy the collective voice of teachers and then, in the midst of the diminished capacity...sell us off to the highest bidder. The Federation’s task is clear. It must be positioned to firmly support the decisions teachers make in challenging this agenda. How can this be done? I believe that the BCTF executive’s challenge is to establish sustainable and effective counter measures to the government agenda. It must be creative, visible, and accessible to the membership. It must build upon traditional support and seek out non-traditional allies. Yet, it must also address a fiscal crisis, which will grow as the demographics of our membership move into a period of change. We must rationalize services and reinvigorate or networks as we pursue our quest. I will bring to the presidency strategic vision, a commitment to non-partisanship and 20 years of activism rooted in Professional Development, Social Justice, and Bargaining. EXPERIENCE: Provincial: BCTF Executive (4 yrs.); Prov. Governance Review Ctte. (2 yrs.); CTF delegate (3 yrs.); Finance Ctte. (2 yrs.); Bargaining Structures Review; Staffing Review/Class Size Ctte. (1 yr); Provincial Negotiation Team (2 yr.); Interim Ctte. on Provincial Bargaining (1 yr.); Task Force on Roles and Responsibilities (2 yrs); Teacher Ed Ctte. (4 yrs.); BCTF appointee to the BCCT External Review of Ed Programs (1 yr.); Staff secondment (0.5 yr.); Ed Policy Associate; Project Teach; P.D. Associate for Year 2000. Local: COTA Executive (11 yrs.); President (6 yrs.); Vice President (3 yrs.); Local Bargaining Ctte. and Team member (6 yrs.); Social Justice Ctte.; Grievance Ctte.; Staff Rep (15 yrs.); PD Rep; Joint Ed Change Ctte.; Mentorship Ctte.; Pre-Service Beginning Teacher Ctte. (11 yrs.); Teaching: 27 years, Classroom, LA teacher, DL teacher. Education: B.Ed.; M.Ed. Neil Worboys This coming year is a critical time in our Federation. The government’s callous attacks on public education have destroyed an honorable bargaining system. Its ruthless contract imposition has thrust our fight for public education to the forefront. We must show leadership through careful planning, resolute hearts, and unified actions that protect the rights of our members. Our plan must continue to involve and inform members at the school, local, and provincial level in order to develop ownership by all of us. As we mourn the loss of hard-fought rights, we must support and encourage each other to continue our protests, to speak out, and to publicly insist that the needs of children be protected. In addition, our strategy must broaden to involve others who share our concerns—parents, community groups, and members of other unions will forge alliances with us in our defense of public education when they understand the outcomes of frozen budgets, larger class sizes, and fewer services for special needs students. With their support, I hope that together we can restore B.C.’s public education system to the level our students deserve. A strong team player, I offer you experience, commitment, and proven leadership. I ask for your support. EXPERIENCE: Provincial: BCTF 1st Vice-President (2 yr.); BCTF Executive Member-at-Large (4); Provincial Negotiating team member; CTF Director (1); BCTF Bargaining Division Staff (4.5); North Coast Agreements/ Bargaining Co-ordinator (8); Provincial Agreements/ Bargaining Ctte. (8); Provincial Bargaining Ctte. Chair (4); AGM Delegate (24); Summer Conference Participant and Workshop Presenter (12); Bargaining Council Rep. for Local #80 (Kitimat); Alternate Bargaining Committee Member (Zone 19; LR or Alternate (9). Local: President (6); Bargaining Chair and Member (24); Staff Rep. (8); Grievance Ctte. (14); Personnel Ctte. Chair (8), Local Advocacy Committee (2); Interim Council member (5); Negotiator Interim Council (1). Teaching: 33 yrs. Secondary and Elementary. BSc. & Teacher Training (UBC) For First Vice-President Jinny Sims We have faced unprecedented attacks on public education and our collective agreements. We held our first provincial strike vote. We withstood Campbell’s essential services legislation. Teachers rallied in communities across this province. We are proud of standing up for our students and ourselves. Still, many challenges remain. Our task is more than protecting collective agreements. This government seems determined to destroy public education. We cannot and will not lose the quality public education system that teachers and communities have built over decades. Community outreach is a priority and a permanent feature of our work. We will work with parents, community groups, and labour to meet the needs of students, teachers and public education. I am pleased to have been part of a strong leadership team who continuously informed and involved members, and made clear, principled decisions based on that input. We must remain strong, unified, and determined to defeat the attacks on our profession and our social fabric. Together we have developed a strategic plan to resist the government’s anti-public education agenda. All members through locals and networks have played a significant role and must continue the work. Together we will win. I commit my passion, energy, experience and proven leadership to continue advocating for teachers and students as your 1st VP. EXPERIENCE: Provincial: BCTF 2nd Vice-president (2 yr.); BCTF Executive member-at-large (1); CTF alternate (2); CTF delegate (2); Ministry for Children & Families (2); Coalition for Public Education (2); Rehab Expansion (2); CUPE Liaison (1); Social Justice (2); PDAC (2), PSA/PSAC (2); Health & Safety (2); Income Security (2); Summer conference workshop presenter & facilitator; Advisory council of local presidents; intensive pension plan training; Bargaining training; AGM delegate (11); LR (5); Bargaining council rep (2). Local: Nanaimo DTA (12); President (3); 1st Vice-president (2); Bargaining ctte. & team (7); Negotiating team (2 rounds); Grievance ctte. (6); S/W member and chair (3); ProD ctte. (2); Program Against Racism (2); Staff rep (10); Staff committee chair (5); member (15); Malaspina College partnership ctte. (2); EAP advisory board (4); District resource allocation ctte. (3); Co-ordinator for multicultural inner-city students (3); ESL advisory board; Facilitator for conflict resolution; Nanaimo Labour Council; Counsellors, Social Studies, and English PSAs. Teaching: 24 yrs., English, social studies, counsellor, social studies dept. head (3). Education: B.Ed, UVic & Manchester, UK. For Second Vice-President Irene Lanzinger This is a critical time for teachers and public education in British Columbia. We are justifiably angry at the outrageous attack by the Liberal government on our collective agreement and bargaining rights. We are united in our resolve to fight against legislation that will undermine public education and our ability to meet the needs of students. The leaders of the BCTF must channel the anger of teachers into a positive force for change. We must preserve and build the unity we currently enjoy. We must encourage and develop the new generation of leaders drawn in by the struggle to defend the rights of teachers and children. We must convince parents and the public that the BCTF is the most committed and credible voice for public education in this province. We must continue the important work we do in areas such as professional development and social justice. The BCTF has a role to play in the larger struggle to create a more just, socially responsible global society. The teachers of this province need strong, articulate leaders who plan carefully and strategically both in the short and long term. I offer my complete commitment to the difficult work ahead of us. EXPERIENCE: Provincial: Co-chief Negotiator Bargaining Team (2000-02), Advisory council of local presidents (3 yrs.), AGM delegate (8); Summer conference (6); Job action planning ctte.; LR (1), (alternate) (5). Local: President (3); Vice-president (2); Member-at-large (2); Staff rep (2); Bargaining Ctte. (2); Status of Women (2). Teaching: Secondary (8 yrs.); Elementary (4). Education: B.Sc. (UBC), Teacher Training (UBC), M.Sc (SFU) For Member at Large Linda Burkholder I am an independent and a democrat. I believe in democracy and I advocate for democracy. I believe in the importance of every member, therefore, I support strong locals. The members are the union. Only if every member truly does have a voice can the BCTF continue to represent teachers and be an advocate for them. As a bargainer for many years, I believe in freely negotiated collective agreements. As a local president, I know the importance of perspective, patience, and creative problem solving. In these interesting times, where our collective agreements have been stripped and our democratic rights trod underfoot, I think we may have to look at things from a different perspective. Although I come from a small, northern local, I also believe we are a provincial union. While the needs of every local must be met whenever possible, we must also do everything we can to recognize and meet the needs of every teacher in the province. We must view everything from both perspectives. The BCTF is a democratic organization. I will work with you all to keep it that way. The BCTF exists to serve its teachers. I will always represent and serve the teachers of B.C. to the best of my ability. EXPERIENCE: Provincial: AGM delegate (13 yrs.); Participant at many Bargaining Conferences, Leadership Conferences and Summer Conferences. Local: PRSTA president (2.5 yrs.); Vice-president (5 yrs.); Bargaining chairperson and local chief negotiator (7 yrs.); member of Bargaining Team (12 yrs.). Teaching: Secondary classroom teacher (4 yrs.); elementary teacher-librarian and prep teacher (24 yrs.). Education: B.Sc.Ed. University of Texas at Austin, 1971; and ongoing. John Chisamore As an incumbent member of the BCTF Executive Committee and a long time teacher activist from the East Kootenays, I am putting my name forward again this year as a candidate for Member-at-Large. This year has been a difficult year for teachers as we struggled to achieve a Collective Agreement at the bargaining table with our employer—only to have a Contract imposed by the government to settle the "dispute." The "imposition" affects the quality of education in B.C. drastically. What did teachers want? Better working conditions for teachers, improved learning conditions for students and a respectable salary increase. What did teachers get? Inferior working conditions for teachers, reduced learning conditions for students, and an unacceptable salary increase. We must hold the government accountable for their actions. We need a long term strategy to undo the damage done to our education system. The executive must continue to listen to the membership while developing a plan to improve our Public Education system. At the 2002 AGM I seek your support to work on an Executive Committee that will be receptive to membership concerns, and be proactive in defending our important role in public education. EXPERIENCE: Provincial:BCTF EC Member-at-Large (1 yr.); LR (14 yrs.); AGM delegate (20 yrs.); Bargaining Council/Bargaining Committee, 1 round; Income Security Committee (6 yrs.); ACLP (4 yrs.); Zone: East Kootenay President (4 yrs.); East Kootenay Vice President (3 yrs.); East Kootenay Sec-Treas (3 yrs.); Kootenay Zone Chairperson (1 yr.); Local: President (10 yrs.) (1981-82, 1983-85, 1995-2002); Bargaining Committee (17 yrs.); Negotiating Team, 3 rounds; Grievance Committee (14 yrs.); Information Technology Steering Committee (6 yrs.); Teaching: Physics/ Science/Computer Science/Math (21 yrs.) BC, Science/Math (2 yrs.) ON, Education: B.Sc., B.Ed. David Halme Right here, right now, I am prepared to defend the quality and the structure of public education. Our actions as a Union depend on a strong Federation that offers both a defense of teachers’ working conditions but also a defense of services offered to ensure the personal professional growth of every teacher. The future plans of the BCTF have to guarantee members quality service and sensible political direction with some sense of fiscal responsibility. I have demonstrated the ability to have a vision, develop a plan and work in a persistent manner to achieve goals. Through dedicated work for more than 20 years, on the Provincial Specialist Association Council and the Professional Development Advisory Committee my participation in committee work has produced improvements in the opportunities and structures for personal growth of teachers throughout B.C. My voice has been a representative of teachers at almost every level of Federation business. My voice has always represented the collective advice of teachers locally and provincially on issues of concern. My voice on the Federation Executive will work to guarantee the services that BCTF members expect from our Union. EXPERIENCE: Provincial: PSAC (20 yrs.); PSACE (18); Gifted Ed PSA Exec (22); PDAC (10); PDAC South Van Island Zone Co-ord. (4); AGM delegate (10+ yrs.); ACLP (2); Ad hoc Bargaining Committee Rep (3). Local: Lake Cowichan Teachers’ Assoc. President (3); Vice President (10); Bargaining Chair (1); Pro D Chair (15); Social Justice (2); LR (5); Various district curriculum committees. Ministry: Chemistry 11/12 Revision, Sp. Ed Resource Development, BCTF Rep Equiv. Working Group (3). Teaching: 30 years Gr. 3 to 12 Sc, Math, Gifted. (almost every curriculum area) Education: BSc (Notre Dame, Nelson), MEd (Gonzaga) Murray Helmer The events of the last few months have united and galvanized our membership to a degree not seen in our recent history. This unity is due in large part to the Federation’s return to our core value and the members’ common denominator: the well-being of the students in the classroom. In our resolve to restore educational provisions, we must maximize member involvement and this goal can be achieved by remaining true to these values. In the coming months and years, we may well face a tumultuous road of legislative interference and the importance of membership solidarity in meeting these challenges cannot be overstated. Given the magnitude of the task that lies before us, we must recognize that the recruitment of advocates for our cause is imperative. Community outreach to solicit the support of parents, labour, and other organizations for our actions will be vital to the success of our initiatives. While all members should be seen as strong advocates for public education, our leaders will share an even greater responsibility. With your support, I will continue to bring fresh and diverse perspectives to the Executive’s decision-making processes and will be an ardent supporter of the directions ultimately chosen. EXPERIENCE: Provincial: Executive Committee Member-At-Large (1 yr.), AGM Delegate (6 yrs.), BCTF TOC Advisory Committee (4 yrs.), Social Justice Review Steering Committee, First Nations Education Steering Committee, BCTF Education Finance Workgroup. Local-President (Cariboo-Chilcotin) (7 yrs.), Vice President (1 yr.), Bargaining Chair (2 yrs.), Communications Chair (1 yr.), CCTA Executive (11 yrs.), Union Rep (3 yrs.). Teaching-Intermediate level. Jim Iker We are the BCTF. Our strength and passion comes from every single one of us in the work we do each day in the classroom, in the Local and in the Federation. As a Member at Large I can put my 24 years of teaching, local leadership and provincial experience to work encouraging processes and structures that promote greater growth in member involvement, unity, and continued strong leadership at the provincial level. We need to stand strong and united within our BCTF and its locals to face down a government that seeks to destroy public education, health care and our social system. We need to work with our allies in labour and the community to change government’s destructive path. The continuation of and support for locals is more important than ever in our fight to protect public education, students’ learning conditions and teachers’ working conditions. Strong locals build a stronger BCTF. Members in the 10 locals who have had their collective agreements declared void need to know that they have our continued support as they struggle to preserve their salary, benefits and working conditions. I look forward to talking with you at the AGM about all the issues. EXPERIENCE: Provincial: Bargaining Mobilization Committee Chair (1 yr.); Provincial Bargaining Team member (1st 2 rounds of Provincial Bargaining; GR/LR (12); AGM delegate (14); Local Presidents’ Advisory Committee (2), Chair (1); BCTF Interim Bargaining Structures Committee; Legislative Advisory Committee/team; Staff Rep Training; Summer Conference Participant (20). Local: President (10); Bargaining Chair (2); Chief Negotiator, Local Bargaining (all 3 rounds); Bargaining Committee WLC Chair (2); Staff rep. District Health & Safety Committee Rep (4); EAP District Committee (10). Teaching: 19 years (full and part time); K/2/3/4/6/7 Learning Assistance, Counselling, Special Ed; Education: BA McMaster; B. Ed. Dalhousie; Various Counselling Courses, UVic. Troy Marshall Our focus must be the defense of our Federation and the public education system. As a professional union we must develop a balance between trade unionism and professional unionism to achieve our goals. The union activism needs to be combined with the professional sense of what is best for the child; the core of a teacher’s soul. The BCTF must accommodate the drive of the union activist to effect change, with teachers whose wishes may be the same, but their means of action different. It is these teachers whose support for the Union is less visible, but whose love and devotion to the profession are unquestionable. It is these teachers who are meeting with parents, going to meetings, doing the "work" and who have a direct effect on what happens in schools. It is through these teachers that we are often judged and often praised. We need to create a union activist in every teacher’s heart, and an ambassador for public education in every classroom. We need to call upon the resources, programs, and expertise of the various arms of the Federation and create new avenues for them to speak to all teachers. If elected, I put my energy into building a sustainable plan and ensuring its implementation. EXPERIENCE: Provincial: Social Justice Zonal Contact (2); Staff Rep Trainer (2); Local Representative (LR); Parent Workshop Facilitator; Bargaining Communicator; Health and Safety Zonal Rep; AGM Delegate (2); Executive Ctte. Member-at-Large candidate; Federation Leadership Institute (2); Summer Conference (2); ACLP delegate (2). Local: CTA Executive Ctte. (5); First Vice-President (2); Staff Rep (2); Chair of Joint District Health and Safety Ctte. (2); Bargaining Team (2); Chair of Bargaining Ctte., Grievance Officer (2); Social Justice Ctte. (2); Education Policy and Planning Ctte.(3); Finance and Facilities Ctte. Teaching: Middle School teacher of Math, Science, and Technology Education (5) Patrick Parkes Schools perform political socialization, and are easily controlled politically. Schools in British Columbia articulate the agenda of U.S. imperialism, as suits the needs of Canadian governments that serve as management committees for the affairs of (mainly U.S.) corporations. To remedy this, teachers must take measures to expand their concerns beyond what seems to be immediate self-interest. I suggest the following eight strategies: Given the current situation for not-for-profit education and social welfare in B.C., co-operation with other social interest groups to create autonomous economies beyond the reach of the current capital regime and wage slavery. Collectivization of schools. Conversion of school parking lots into vegetable gardens. Elimination of corporate sponsorship for schools. Insistence upon minimum Canadian content (90%) for textbooks. Creation of teacher exchange programs with a variety of countries—not just English-speaking countries in the U.S. sphere of cultural influence. Performance of school Remembrance Day ceremonies that educate students and teachers about the horrors of war and Canada’s support for (mainly U.S.) aggression that has killed millions of people worldwide. In all schools, the construction of teaching cafeterias that serve wholesome and delicious food. If you wish to discuss these matters with me, please e-mail patrik@moscowmail.com. EXPERIENCE: Volunteer work with multicultural and human rights groups in Vancouver. Kathryn Sihota Never in the history of this incredible federation has it been as important to stand strong and united. We are entering into a time period in our history that may look bleak and discouraging to say the least. However, the only people who can ensure that this government’s draconian legislation does not drag teachers into its depths are teachers! We have fought long and hard to attain the rights we have (had) and we will need to work tirelessly to get them back. Although it may feel futile at the moment, we are 45,000 strong and we are armed with experience, tenacity and endurance. We’ve done it before and we can do it again! The most important aspect of this battle will be an Executive Committee that will listen carefully to the members it serves and ensure that those voices are heeded. It is essential that we stand together against outside forces and we will only do that with the greatest amount of input and advice from or members. Executive members who listen carefully and weigh all aspects of every issue are crucial to the success of our mission. It would be an honour for me to join other dedicated activists to ensure that these goals are attained and that our BCTF continues to be the unwavering, democratic federation it is known to be. EXPERIENCE: Local: Local president (4 yrs.); Bargaining chair (2 yrs.); Local representative (4 yrs.); Status of Women chair (3 yrs.); Staff Rep (8 yrs.); Secretary (5 yrs.); Vice President (2 yrs.); AGM Delegate (8 yrs.); BCTF Summer Conference (4 yrs.) Teaching: 17 years teaching experience in 2 locals, K–12. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/02/on-legislated-contract-and-parents-who.html?showComment0751330377630203,Staffroom Confidential: On a legislated contract and parents who care - one teacher's perspective Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Friday, February 24, 2012 On a legislated contract and parents who care - one teacher's perspective A Victoria teacher responded to a CBC interview with Sheila Orr about the Liberal government's plan to legislate an imposed contract on teachers: I was so discouraged to hear Sheila Orr's cavalier, "I don't care" today when asked about the teachers being legislated back to work. She talked about hearing parents talking on the playground, feeling exactly the same as her - they don't care, it's time for teachers to go back and give children what they aren't getting. Well, I am a teacher, and I talk to parents all the time. The parents I work with DO care. They care when their children aren't getting adequate instruction in class because the teacher is spending too much time managing constantly disruptive behaviours. They care when a child with autism is only given funding for a half day of assistance, leaving schools struggling to know how to cope. They care when their child is released from learning assistance after six weeks, just starting to make progress, because the funding isn't there to continue. They care when their child waits almost a year for a referral to a school occupational therapist. They certainly do care. It's not hard to learn more about the real issues behind the teacher's strike. Ms Orr's position that teachers need to go back and give the children what they aren't getting, is shockingly naive and uninformed considering she is given a weekly platform to discuss political issues. Instead of adding to an educated debate, she adds fuel to the fire of ignorance. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 12:26 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 11 comments: Skinny DipperFebruary 24, 2012 at 2:05 PM The problem with a contract imposed by the government is that teachers will then prioritize tasks that they perform. The lowest priority will be extra-curricular activities. Teachers usually volunteer to lead activities such as coaching different sports and supervising different clubs in the school. Since teachers cannot be voluntold to participate in these activities, the activities may be cancelled for the duration of an imposed contract.ReplyDelete Kathy CouchFebruary 24, 2012 at 5:30 PM Fantastic letter!ReplyDelete Diane McNallyFebruary 24, 2012 at 5:54 PM I missed this CBC interview but as a former special education and Reading Recovery teacher and presently a school trustee, I care. Net zero is an ideological union-busting ploy. Restoring taxation levels for corporations would go a long way to make "net zero" even more unnecessary than it is, instead of selling assets and blaming working people for a desire to have at least a cost of living increase in wages.ReplyDelete Ms. HendraFebruary 25, 2012 at 6:12 PM Thank you to the writer who wrote in about Sheila Orr's comments. I too, listened to the CBC with my coffee Friday morning, before heading to work, and yes.... I've been working too. I was shocked - even thinking about calling Talk Back line. I may need to write her a letter as I can't get it off of my mind. It would be helpful if she could be specific about ".. what children aren't getting...". I'm a grade 6 teacher and this week my kids got: interactive lessons on finding perimeter and area, experiences with taking their descriptive paragraphs and turning them into digital stories, complete with photos, special effects, narration and music, and also an introduction to the issue of child labour in the chocolate trade, with reference to social justice and working conditions. And that's just with me.... I know they learned lots from their Science, Band and Art teachers, too . So, again, what is it that she thinks children aren't getting?!?? Tannis HendraReplyDelete Carolyn HoweFebruary 26, 2012 at 4:01 PM Hi Tannis, I wrote that letter - I know - Sheila Orr was infuriating! I encourage you to write something down and call Talk Back and read it. I did that over a field trip issue before Christmas, and they played it. I hope they will read my letter too - but you might have a better chance if you've never called before. Carolyn HoweReplyDelete Replies Ms. HendraMarch 1, 2012 at 4:22 PM Thanks Carolyn, I may do that.Delete Reply AnonymousFebruary 27, 2012 at 6:30 AM "Hearing parents on the playground" does not give them the proper forum to articulate what the parents may be thinking. I would define the parents' perspective quite differently. "I don't care" likely means. "I don't think the teachers should get an increase and get back to work". I strongly believe all of the things that you listed in the post. Giving children the help they need is of up most importance. In a society that we live in today, with our FIRST WORLD resources, we should be able to do this easily. However, asking for an increase and then making noises about class composition, etc comes off as "we want more money". If you REALLY care about the student. Then take it and deal with the other issues. NOT the wage issue. As a parent, it keeps coming across as "WE WANT MORE MONEY". That is the problem. If it ISN'T about the wages then why does the "net zero" issue keep being pushed. I'll agree, I am a parents, and I care.ReplyDelete Tara EhrckeFebruary 27, 2012 at 7:58 AM Teachers have been clear from the beginning that we have three main goals: fair/reasonable salary/benefit improvement, restore class size/class composition provisions, bargain more items at the local level. We don't get automatic cost of living increases, so a "zero" translates into a pay cut of whatever the inflation rate is...right now in the 2-3% range. Teachers are working. In fact, many teachers report more time spent with children and working on lessons, instead of going to a meaningless staff meeting or doing the paperwork that has been downloaded to us. This benefits kids. Teachers DID give up pay for class size. In 1998 we took two "zero" years to pay for class size improvements in K-3. What happened? The government stripped those away in 2002. Did we get the pay back? No. Why should teachers give up salary to pay for class size when we have a government that rips up contracts on a whim? Just as in 2005, this job action is about both - fair increase and a return of class size/composition.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousFebruary 27, 2012 at 12:52 PM I think teachers have a very difficult and demanding job, however if other people in other public sector jobs are only seeing zeros how could teachers feel that they are above everyone else? We are also struggling to keep up to cost of inflation so how could we stomach having to pay more taxes for one sector?Delete Reply Tara EhrckeFebruary 27, 2012 at 1:20 PM Fair comment - net zero should be lifted for all public sector workers. They are entitled to bargain increases and keep up and maintain a good standard of living. And I don't believe ordinary people should pay more taxes. I do believe that corporations are not paying their fair share, and that the rich are not paying their fair share. Also, by the same argument, why only public sector workers? Municipal workers were not affected. School Superintendents were not affected. The one in my district (Victoria) got a ten percent raise last year and now makes $175,000. If zero were truly being applied to everyone and if the "one percent" were paying their fair share, and if the economy was actually in a nose dive (BC will grow 2.5% this year), then "net zero" would be justified. But that is not the situation we are in.ReplyDelete AnonymousMarch 1, 2012 at 7:17 AM I do NOT take our teachers for granted. Trust me. I know first hand how hard teachers work. However, When the union leaders ask for a 15-19% wage increase and it is always the first issue raised, people raise their eyebrows. Everyone is throwing around 2-3% around. Then why don't teachers let their union leaders know that. It really is about optics on the issue of salaray. I COMPLETELY agree that class composition needs to be on the table. I COMPLETELY agree that many of the "grey area" kids are being left in the cracks. These are the issues that really need to be highlighted. The wage numbers should be closer to what teachers have been talking about on the web or amongst each other.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ▼  February (11) BC Teachers' Day of Action: It's about priorities.... Rally to support teachers for a fair deal On a legislated contract and parents who care - on... Will the BC government agree to mediation to resol... Confusing differentiation with adverse discriminat... Are BC workers getting wage increases? Are Principals friends of public education? Negotiate, don't legislate BC's Learning Improvement Fund - 1 minute per stud... Go east, young teacher Kevin Falcon speaks the Liberal truth - serve the ... ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=28547,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 25, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 2012   Beyond BCeSIS, but not soon  By Larry Kuehn  The good news is that BCeSIS will be replaced. The bad news is that it won’t be soon, and getting it right the next time will not be easy.   BCeSIS is the troubled student information system that the ministry has spent $100 million on in the last decade. That doesn’t count the many local costs and the price of extreme aggravation of many teachers produced by the limitations of BCeSIS. The ministry knew by the fall of 2010 that BCeSIS had to be replaced. There had been a disastrous opening of school where the system simply failed to deliver at a crucial time in the school year. In addition, the Pearson corporation bought out the company that developed the software for BCeSIS, the AAL company. Pearson is expanding its reach into all aspects of education by buying companies and closing down their products. In effect, they are buying a customer base for their existing products. Pearson told the ministry that the company would stop supporting BCeSIS software as of 2013 and offered its PowerSchool student information system to replace it. Pearson’s offer was not accepted and the ministry started a process of finding another alternative. The process has included getting advice from consultants and defining design requirements. The ministry, last summer, brought together a group of 44 administrators, teachers, and others to define the “functional requirements.” Superintendents recommended those involved to the ministry. The functional requirements are a key to whether the new system will be better or worse for educational practice. Ursula Franklin tells us that, “every tool shapes the task.” The student information system shapes what goes on in our schools and a different one will shape it differently, therefore it must be consistent with what we philosophically believe is appropriate for a sound public education. The tool shapes the task—so the design of the tool is crucial. The functional requirements are that chance to influence the design of the tool. The document that the ministry has produced has 48 pages of what will be told to the businesses that want the contract for the next student information system. The functional requirements are up on the ministry website: bcedplan.ca/actions/technology.php. Not surprisingly, a significant share of the requirements identified is aimed at not repeating the problems we all had with BCeSIS. It must have a user interface that is friendly and easy to use. It has to be flexible and eliminate what Assistant Deputy Minister Renate Butterfield calls the “pain points,” the many elements that took too much time, were inflexible, and didn’t do what they should. However, designing the future primarily based on correcting the failures of BCeSIS in the past is what Marshall McLuhan called driving forward while you are looking in the rear-view mirror. The BC Education Plan is supposed to lead to some changes in practice in our schools. What kind of student information system will serve the needs of a system that is different from the one that existed when BCeSIS was designed? But designing for the future is difficult when the BC Education Plan is a work in progress, is centred on “personalization,” and has no common definition. The functional requirements document addresses that by calling for flexibility in many of the areas, presumably allowing the software to be shaped to fit the evolving definition of BC’s education system. The next stage of the ministry process is to issue a request for proposals. This invites companies to respond with a proposal for a system that would meet the needs defined by the functional requirements. Is any company likely to meet all those requirements? They certainly were not when BCeSIS was developed. The ministry says that the technology consultants they hired to survey what is out there said that there are off-the-shelf systems that have been developed for a number of states in recent years. The US government has thrown hundreds of millions to have states develop centralized data systems. Unfortunately, that is because the No Child Left Behind and the Obama education policies require states to focus on identifying “failing schools” and creating systems aimed at merit pay and firing teachers based on student standardized test scores. They are not directed at supporting progressive pedagogy in a high-performing school system. The ministry doesn’t want to buy software or hardware or run the implementation and training necessary for a new system. Rather, they want to buy a service for a 10-year period from a company, much as many employers buy a payroll service, for example. Only a large corporation that is already running a similar service is likely to be able to provide this. And, of course, the expectations of this system will be substantially more complex than for a payroll system, which has a lot of standard components, rather than many flexible elements required of a personalized education system. The ministry, and most of the other “stakeholders” except the BCTF, insist that the new system must be centralized. Two reasons are given for this. One is that BC has a centralized education funding system and the student information system must provide the information needed for the allocation of funds. The other reason for centralization is that BC has a situation where increasingly students are cross-enrolled. Because of this, the ministry contends a central system is necessary to keep track of students wherever they are. Neither of these, of course, is the only way of organizing a school system. The information needed for a funding system does not require all the other personal and academic information about an individual student to be in one comprehensive database. A number of other elements will particularly raise the eyebrows of teachers. One, for example, is that the functional requirements document suggests direct parent/student access to a portal with information from the teacher “grade book.” The name grade book itself suggests a traditional record-keeping system of summative marks rather than a flexible system of formative assessment and feedback. The requirements document also indicates that data from the student information system would feed a data warehouse and that “analytics” tools would be provided. Built into the definition of requirements is an assumption that personalization will require that every student has their own student learning plan. Students with special needs would have IEPs that are just more complex versions of the student learning plan, thus facilitating inclusion by eliminating the labels. This suggests some fundamental shifts in support for students with special needs that need to be discussed as policy issues, not adopted through the design of a student information system. These and many more issues deserve attention by more than IT specialists. Every tool shapes the task and it is essential that all teachers pay attention to the shaping of a new student information system.  Larry Kuehn, director, BCTF Research and Technology    Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141008,thetyee.ca,http://thetyee.ca/Blogs/TheHook/2014/09/23/FOI-Slowness-Mackin/,Government slow to respond to FOIs? No need to tell Bob Mackin | The Hook, A Tyee blog. About Advertise Follow Support RSS Topic Aboriginal Affairs BC Election 2013 BC Politics Education Energy Environment Federal Politics Film Food Gender + Sexuality Health Housing Labour + Industry Local Economy Media Municipal Politics Music Photo Essays Podcasts Politics Rights + Justice Science + Tech Transportation Travel Urban Planning + Architecture News Culture Opinion National MediaCheck Solutions Join Craving crack civic election coverage? Help fund it... The Hook: Political news, freshly caught Government slow to respond to FOIs? No need to tell Bob Mackin By Bob Mackin Published September 23, 2014 04:20 pm |  Comments   Tweet In a July 18, 2011 video posted on YouTube, Christy Clark spoke into a camera to announce her open government initiative. "Open government is about giving people access to the information that they need to participate and to help us find solutions to the issues that affect us all. After all, it's taxpayers' money and it's taxpayers' information," Clark said. "It's time to open government. To connect and communicate with the people that we all serve. Government belongs to the people and by working together we can engage British Columbians and get more of them involved in making our province an even better place." Three years later, Information and Privacy Commissioner Elizabeth Denham's latest report finds Clark's administration is having a tough time meeting its goal and following the law. The government must respond to Freedom of Information requests in 30 business days, but its average response is 44 business days. Denham's findings are no surprise to regular requesters like yours truly. The Ministry of Finance was among the 13 ministries that Denham gave below average marks in her report. Its overdue rate doubled from 13 business days to 26 last year. Clark's attempt at damage control in the Quick Wins scandal included a March 14, 2013-written $70,000 cheque from the BC Liberal Party to the Comptroller General. The government was supposed to disclose a copy of it by May 2, 2013, according to its March 18, 2013 response. It missed the deadline during the provincial election campaign. An appeal to Denham's office prompted the government to cough up a copy of the cheque on May 9, 2013. The Ministry of Health's overdue rate also doubled from 13 to 26 days, which pales in comparison to the wait for a copy of a briefing book compiled for ex-minister Margaret MacDiarmid. The Vancouver-Fairview Liberal MLA was appointed minister in the Sept. 5, 2012 cabinet shuffle. A request for the briefing book was filed the same day. The due date was Oct. 19, 2012, but the government invoked an extension to Dec. 3. On Nov. 28, 2012, the government sought consent to delay the disclosure until Jan. 17, 2013 so it could consult with the Office of the Premier. I expressed opposition. A day later, the OIPC granted a 10-day extension to Dec. 17, 2012. That deadline came and went. So did the May 14, 2013 election, when MacDiarmid lost her seat to NDP rookie George Heyman. I finally received the documents on June 4, 2013. For those keeping score at home, there were 172 business days between MacDiarmid's appointment as minister and her election defeat. It took the government 186 business days to send the records. In her report, Denham singled out the Office of the Premier for its high percentage of "no responsive records" replies to FOI requesters. "In the course of reviewing the reasons for this trend we discovered that, in some instances, individuals were deleting received and sent items in bulk from email accounts," Denham wrote. "These individuals stated that they did so because they believed the records to be transitory in nature." She did not name the individuals or their titles. On March 6, 2014, I asked Clark's communications aides Ben Chin and Sam Oliphant via email why the premier, the MLA for Westside-Kelowna, had stayed at a Kelowna hotel on Oct. 24, 2013. They didn't respond to that email or another one on March 12. So I requested their email headers for the in, out, draft and deleted boxes for specific time periods on the morning of March 6 and afternoon of March 12. "Although a thorough search was conducted, no records were located in response to your request," said the May 21 response letter. A supplemental request for the processing and handling records showed that Clark's deputy minister Kim Henderson, her executive administrator Keira Warren, directors Michelle Leamy and Sandy Wharf, and communications aide Shane Mills all responded negative when executive administrative coordinator Alisha Olson asked if they had any records. There was no record of communication to or from either Chin or Oliphant about whether they had any records. Denham also singled out the Ministry of Children and Family Development as the worst performer of all ministries. Its days overdue went from 36 to an average 87 in the space of a year. Denham also considered a narrow sample of 25 files across the government to gauge whether it was gouging requesters in a bid to deter requests. "Our office's review did not find evidence that this was the case," she wrote. The Ministry of Children and Family Development, however, was issuing inconsistent fee estimates after requests for Maples Adolescent Treatment Centre incident reports. For the period of Jan. 1, 2012 to June 11, 2013, the government wanted payment of $308.70. A subsequent request for the same type of documents for June 12, 2013 to Oct. 29, 2013 returned a $240 fee estimate. That was $60 more than the $180 the government wanted for just 60-days of records spanning Sept. 1, 2013-Oct. 31, 2013. North Vancouver-based journalist Bob Mackin, a regular contributor to The Tyee, has reported for local, regional, national and international media outlets since 1990. Find his Tyee articles here. Find more in: BC Politics and Media   Tweet Previous: Converting ferries to LNG will save money, reduce fares: CEO What have we missed? What do you think? We want to know. Comment below. Keep in mind: Do: Verify facts, debunk rumours Add context and background Spot typos and logical fallacies Highlight reporting blind spots Ignore trolls Treat all with respect and curiosity Connect with each other Do not: Use sexist, classist, racist or homophobic language Libel or defame Bully or troll Troll patrol. Instead, flag suspect activity. Please enable JavaScript to view the comments powered by Disqus. comments powered by Disqus Browse by topic Aboriginal Affairs BC Election 2013 BC Politics Education Energy Environment Federal Politics Film Food Gender + Sexuality Health Housing Labour + Industry Local Economy Media Municipal Politics Music Photo Essays Podcasts Politics Rights + Justice Science + Tech Transportation Travel Urban Planning + Architecture Got feedback? Hot story tips? Zip them to our editor! Email here. The Hook Most Recent LNG a chance, not a windfall, says BC throne speech Postmedia could soon own almost every English newspaper in Canada. What could possibly go wrong? VIEW: Voting for your principles is 'strategic voting' Petition opposes BC's 'potential muzzling' of non-profits More troubles for BC's big LNG plans   Daily Weekly   The Hook Most Recent LNG a chance, not a windfall, says BC throne speech Postmedia could soon own almost every English newspaper in Canada. What could possibly go wrong? VIEW: Voting for your principles is 'strategic voting' Petition opposes BC's 'potential muzzling' of non-profits More troubles for BC's big LNG plans   The Tyee Most Recent Can 'Cuisine' Make a Better School Lunch? French kids eat like adults, and learn about food in the classroom. Should ours? Second in a series. How Much Do You Trust Canada's Wireless Giants? The Big Three keep waving off new measures to foster greater competition. Don't Give Postmedia More Local Monopolies Here's an idea for the Competition Bureau: promote competition. Inside the $316-Million Postmedia-Quebecor Deal A merger two years in the making tests Canada's competition laws yet again. Private Security Outnumber Border Services in Big Cities CBSA outsourcing under the microscope as custody death inquest concludes. Browse Stories by Topic Aboriginal Affairs BC Election 2013 BC Politics Education Energy Environment Federal Politics Film Food Gender + Sexuality Health Housing Labour + Industry Local Economy Media Municipal Politics Music Photo Essays Podcasts Politics Rights + Justice Science + Tech Transportation Travel Urban Planning + Architecture About The Tyee National Pool Contributors Advertise Contact Funding Jobs Master Classes Privacy Policy Submissions Support The Tyee News Culture Opinion National Mediacheck Solutions Video Publications Tyee News Weekly Archives The Hook Other BC Blogs Reported Elsewhere Steve Burgess Murray Dobbin Michael Geist Crawford Kilian Rafe Mair Andrew Nikiforuk Shannon Rupp Bill Tieleman Dorothy Woodend Follow The Tyee Subscribe by email Subscribe by RSS Tyee Mobile App Managed Hosting by Gossamer Threads × Share article via email Send this article to: Your email address: Your message: Would you like to receive The Tyee's headlines free by email? Yes, every day. Yes, once a week. I already subscribe. No, thanks. Submit Show form again » Close)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/06/attn-bctf-why-i-will-be-voting-no.html?showComment0751340849132165,Staffroom Confidential: Attn: BCTF - Why I will be voting no Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Wednesday, June 27, 2012 Attn: BCTF - Why I will be voting no Many of us were surprised to hear this morning that a tentative agreement has been reached between BCTF and BCPSEA.  Although I certainly appreciate the time and commitment of our table officers, who concluded the negotiations with Jago, I don't believe it is a good deal and I don't think we should accept it. I will be voting no and encouraging others to vote no. Although I am pleased that the concessions are gone, none of the bargaining objectives that teachers brought to the table have been addressed. In particular, this agreement fails to address class size and class composition issues, and it fails to address a fair salary increase or adequate preparation time for teachers. Teachers began this bargaining round with the lowest wages in Western Canada, and we will fall further behind with two years of zeros. We began with preparation time of 90 minutes per week for elementary teachers, compared to 240 in Ontario, and we will see no improvements in this area. Next year, teachers will face larger classes with the class size averages and class composition limits removed under Bill 22. There will be ever greater numbers of students with significant learning needs. Teachers will not have adequate time to meet the needs of individual students. Nothing in this agreement addresses these concerns for working and learning conditions and that is a loss for both teachers and students. A colleague of mine, Becky Blair, President of the Creston Valley Teachers' Association, will also be voting no. Here are her reasons: We need to NOT ratify this – it is not good enough for our students.  We are exhausted because of our class composition issues, we are underpaid, we do not have enough prep time, and on and on.  Yes, we avoided the post and fill pick and choose scenario.  But dodging that bullet does not mean it will be dead – it will come back....  We are letting our students down, our brothers and sisters are left in the cold while we warm our hands by the meagre fire of the wee improvements fought so hard for.  We need to send a huge slam back to them – our bargaining team was working as hard as they could, and brought back the best they could.  But I love them enough to send them back again with a resounding NO to ratification. Please ask yourself if good enough is what we want. Wearing my “Kids Matter, Teachers Care” shirt today.  And, yes, we do. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 2:34 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 7 comments: JSALLJune 27, 2012 at 5:27 PM Another reason to vote "NO" is a political one. This agreement will win some votes for the Liberals and the general public will view this deal as us being happy no matter what Susan says. In a year from now when we go to renegotiate the public will think that we are whining again and settled for better benefits and think of us as being greedy when that is not the case. I will also too be voting "No".ReplyDelete Skinny DipperJune 27, 2012 at 5:54 PM Unfortunately, BC government's proposal would have hurt good teachers--those that are willing to challenge their administration when things go wrong. Principals would be able to fire those good teachers. If I were a BC teacher, I would be voting "no" to this tentative agreement. Even if there is no agreed settlement, it will send a signal to the government that the teachers' workplace will not resume to normal.ReplyDelete mischiefJune 27, 2012 at 7:05 PM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete maskwaJune 27, 2012 at 11:15 PM No for meReplyDelete UnknownJune 27, 2012 at 11:52 PM No is the way to go...ridiculous to think we went on strike for nothing. Bruce Cockburn once said, "The trouble with normal is it always gets worse!' This is not normal...this is on the way to worse!ReplyDelete UnknownJune 28, 2012 at 8:02 AM As my mom would say, be careful what you wish for. While I agree no sounds good, I really don't think an imposed contract would be healthy for us either. I think if the Liberals and CC get the chance to impose a contract it would be a nasty piece of business. Better the devil you know? @cageytoddReplyDelete 2enrangedJune 28, 2012 at 5:58 PM A 51% rejection would be, in my opinion, the best of the worst. Check with your counterparts..one vote yes, one vote no.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ▼  June (9) Will the NDP be better for teachers? More reasons for a "no" vote Attn: BCTF - Why I will be voting no School choice and special needs Why did Scott Walker win? Personalized learning, choice, and democracy Solidarity with Quebec students Why seniority matters Is "no zeros" just gaming the stats? ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
(20141006,globalnews.ca,http://globalnews.ca/tag/retail-wars/index.html,retail wars | News, Videos & Articles Your Region: National BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg On TV: News Hour Sections National National sections Locals Local sections Watch Watch sections Search Canada Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released Sections Health Money Consumer Tech Entertainment Environment Science Lifestyle Sports Featured Canada World Politics Investigations Canada Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released Your Region National Change BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Health Money Consumer Tech Entertainment Environment Science Lifestyle Sports Jump to a Region National BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Man trying to reach Bermuda in inflatable bubble rescued by Coast Guard Schedule NowNews Hour 6:30pmGlobal National More Programs Global National The West Block 16x9 The Morning Show More Personalities Dawna Friesen Carolyn Jarvis Liza Fromer Tom Clark More News Major snowfall covers N. Manitoba Entertainment ‘Gone Girl’ wins weekend box office News Journalist with Ebola arrives at US hospital Canada Quebecor sells off Sun newspaper chain News Crowdfunded bus debuts in Toronto Entertainment Depardieu reveals past as escort, thief Canada MPs debate motion for airstrikes in Iraq Sports NBA extends television deals for 9 years Trending Maple Syrup Heist Hong Kong protests Iraq crisis Luka Magnotta Ebola outbreak enterovirus D68 Ukraine Retail Wars retail wars Sears Canada October 2, 2014 12:38 pm Sears to sell most of its stake in Canadian unit Sears Holdings Corp. is selling most of its stake in its Canadian unit to raise as much as US$380 million and increase its cash holdings ahead of the crucial holiday shopping season. Continue reading → Canada September 30, 2014 11:34 am Price check: Walmart still cheapest versus Target, Loblaw Target is taking fresh aim at Canadian shoppers this fall, offering better prices to woo them back. We did our own price check on a basket of items. Continue reading →   What is this? Branded content is written by or on behalf of our sponsor and not by Global News' editorial staff. If you'd like to learn more... What is this ? X What is this? Branded content is written by or on behalf of our sponsor and not by Global News' editorial staff. If you'd like to learn more... More stories below Online shopping September 25, 2014 12:05 pm Loblaw gears up for online grocery orders It’s called ‘click and collect’ and it’s a ground-breaking way Canadians will be able to purchase groceries, the country’s biggest food retailer says. Continue reading → Sears Canada September 25, 2014 9:52 am Sears Canada chief quits in midst of turnaround Sears Canada said Thursday it’s severing ties with current chief Doug Campbell just one year after Campbell took over. Continue reading → Canada September 23, 2014 6:35 pm Is a price war erupting between Target and Walmart Canada? Retail sales data released Tuesday suggests big retailers have begun cutting prices in order to win more of your business — or simply keep you coming back. Continue reading → Canada September 19, 2014 3:56 pm Loblaws, a grocery store? Not anymore Supermarkets are one business among many now that the country’s largest food retailer counts on for growth. Continue reading →   What is this? Branded content is written by or on behalf of our sponsor and not by Global News' editorial staff. If you'd like to learn more... What is this ? X What is this? Branded content is written by or on behalf of our sponsor and not by Global News' editorial staff. If you'd like to learn more... coffee wars September 16, 2014 1:51 pm McDonald’s McCafe pushes into grocery aisle as coffee wars heat up In the war for coffee drinkers with single-serve brewers like the Keurig, McDonald’s may have just got the upper hand on Tim Hortons. Continue reading → Retail September 12, 2014 4:00 pm Is Canada wealthy enough for Saks and wave of fellow luxury stores? As the number of high-end retail names entering Canada expands, experts wonder if we have the bench strength of deep-pocketed shoppers to support the boom. Continue reading → More stories below Retail September 12, 2014 8:20 am HBC has no plans to open Saks in Ottawa or Quebec City Retailer Hudson’s Bay said sales jumped more than 85 per cent in the latest quarter, aided significantly by U.S. luxury retailer Saks Inc. Continue reading → Canada September 11, 2014 1:37 pm Dollar stores in expansion mode as more Canadians feel cash pinch With Canadian households facing tighter budgets, ultra low-cost retailers like Dollarama are fanning out across the country. Continue reading → Load More Popular Now Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released 20224 How does Ebola spread? 5 things you need to know 18659 Accused Madeleine McCann Twitter troll found dead 9985 Ebola: 5 reasons why an outbreak is highly unlikely in Canada 7298 UPDATE: What’s the best, cheapest Canadian cellphone plan out there? 5891 Featured Content Canada Ebola: 5 reasons why an outbreak is highly unlikely in Canada What are the chances of an Ebola outbreak taking off in Canada? It isn’t likely, according to experts. And here are a number of reasons why. Continue reading → Environment Are we in the midst of a mass extinction? There have been 5 mass extinctions — the loss of 75 per cent or more of the world’s species — in Earth’s history. Scientists now believe that we are at the early stages of the sixth. Continue reading → Health Lab-grown penises may soon be ‘ready for testing’ on humans Researchers in North Carolina say penises grown in laboratories could “soon be ready for human testing,” offering hope for men who have had traumatic injuries or penile cancer. Continue reading → Canada Meet Rachel Parent — the teen fighting for GMO labelling in Canada Rachel Parent is a 15-year-old activist. Her goal: mandatory labelling in Canada of all genetically modified organisms, or GMOs that are found as ingredients in food. Continue reading → Canada Abandoned puppies on the mend Twenty hungry, cold and flea-infested puppies found in a Saskatchewan field are now being nursed back to health at Battleford’s Humane Society. Continue reading → Science Everything you need to know about Wednesday’s lunar eclipse On Oct. 8, Canada will be treated to its second lunar eclipse of the year. Find out what you can expect. Continue reading → Canada Can homegrown food win the climate change war? Wondering what’s the single most effective way to combat climate change? Plant a garden. Continue reading → Canada 16×9: An investigation into illegal lumber Timber thieves are stealing wood from the Russian Far East, processing it in China and then shipping it to North America, a 16×9 investigation has found. Continue reading → Highlights Hounds of Parliament: As commuting cyclist and budget watchdog, Frechette must make his presence known Frechette draws a line distinguishing his personality as a cyclist and as the parliamentary budget officer. But surely there’s a parallel between the assertive man he is on a bike and in the role of PBO? Continue reading → Email alerts Sign up for FREE daily Globalnews.ca newsletters and breaking news alerts Email Address National Daily News National Breaking News By clicking on the submit button, I have read, understood and agreed to our privacy policy Twitter Follow globalnews 20 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews USA Swimming suspends #MichaelPhelps for 6 months glbn.ca/ClLU9 pic.twitter.com/nqC3dQ3NhL 20 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews Hillary Clinton: military action against ISIS “critical” and “essential” globalnews.ca/news/1600343/w… #cdnpoli 32 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews Boy left in car during church choir practice dies glbn.ca/ClKBB Jump to a Region BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Connect Facebook Twitter Google+ RSS Contact Us Global News About Us Privacy Policy Principles & Practices Terms & Conditions Copyright Shaw Media Advertise Open Data © Shaw Media Inc., 2014. All rights reserved. Follow Follow “Global News” Get every new post delivered to your Inbox. Join 3,820 other followers Powered by WordPress.com Shaw Connect Expand News Entertainment Entertainment Home Celebs Movies TV Music Living Lifestyle Food Home & Living Sports Money Tech Travel Breaktime Autos Watch TV Online All Sites Global Global News Food Network HGTV History Television Showcase Slice DTOUR ET Canada National Geographic Movietime Lifetime H2 DIY Action NG Wild Mystery IFC BBC Deja Vu Twist)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media last tweet "" @ - 12:00am Follow @ last post "" facebook/ - Jan 1st Like Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=14902,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2008 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 20, Number 4, January/February 2008 Down with homework! By Alfie Kohn After spending most of the day in school, students are given additional assignments to be completed at home. This is a rather curious fact when you stop to think about it, but not as curious as the fact that few of us ever stop to think about it. It’s worth asking not only whether there are good reasons to support the nearly universal practice of assigning homework, but why it’s so often taken for granted—even by vast numbers of teachers and parents who are troubled by its impact on children. The mystery deepens once you discover that widespread assumptions about the benefits of homework—higher achievement and the promotion of such virtues as self-discipline and responsibility—are not substantiated by the available evidence. The status quo Taking homework for granted would be understandable if most teachers decided from time to time that a certain lesson really needed to continue after school was over and, therefore, assigned students to read, write, figure out, or do something at home on those afternoons. That scenario, however, bears no relation to what happens in most American schools. Rather, the point of departure seems to be, "We’ve decided ahead of time that children will have to do something every night (or several times a week). Later on, we’ll figure out what to make them do." This commitment to the idea of homework in the abstract is accepted by the overwhelming majority of schools—public and private, elementary and secondary. And it really doesn’t make sense, in part because of what the research shows: There is no evidence to demonstrate that homework benefits students below high-school age. Even if you regard standardized test results as a useful measure (which I don’t), more homework isn’t correlated with higher scores for children in elementary school. The only effect that does show up is less positive attitudes on the part of kids who get more assignments.  In secondary school, some studies do find a relationship between homework and test scores, but it tends to be small. More important, there’s no reason to think that higher achievement is caused by the homework.  No study has ever confirmed the widely accepted assumption that homework yields non-academic benefits—self-discipline, independence, perseverance, or better time-management skills—for students of any age. The idea that homework builds character or improves study skills is basically a myth. Overtime in first grade In short, there’s no reason to think that most students would be at a disadvantage if homework were reduced or even eliminated. Yet the most striking trend in the past two decades has been the tendency to pile more and more assignments on younger and younger children. (Remember, that’s the age at which the benefits are most questionable, if not absent!) Even school districts that had an unofficial custom not so long ago of waiting until the third grade before giving homework have abandoned that restraint. A long-term national survey discovered that the proportion of six- to eight-year-old children who reported having homework on a given day had climbed from 34% in 1981 to 64% in 2002, and the weekly time they spent studying at home more than doubled. In fact, homework is even "becoming a routine part of the Kindergarten experience," according to a 2004 report. The negative effects It’s hard to deny that an awful lot of homework is exceptionally trying for an awful lot of children. Some are better able than others to handle the pressure of keeping up with a continuous flow of work, getting it all done on time, and turning out products that will meet with approval. Likewise, some assignments are less unpleasant than others. But in general, as one parent put it, homework simultaneously "overwhelms struggling kids and removes joy for high achievers." Even reading for pleasure loses its appeal when children are told how much, or for how long, they must do it. Even as they accept homework as inevitable, parents consistently report that it intrudes on family life. Many mothers and fathers spend every evening serving as homework monitors, a position for which they never applied. One professor of education, Gary Natriello at Columbia University, believed in the value of homework until his "own children started bringing home assignments in elementary school." Even "the routine tasks sometimes carry directions that are difficult for two parents with advanced graduate degrees to understand," he discovered. What’s bad for parents is generally worse for kids. "School for [my son] is work," one mother writes, "and by the end of a seven-hour workday, he’s exhausted. But like a worker on a double shift, he has to keep going" once he gets home. Exhaustion is just part of the problem, though. The psychological costs can be substantial for a child who not only is confused by a worksheet on long vowels or subtraction but also finds it hard to accept the whole idea of sitting still after school to do more schoolwork. Furthermore, every unpleasant adjective that could be attached to homework—time-consuming, disruptive, stressful, demoralizing—applies with greater force in the case of kids for whom academic learning doesn’t come easily. Curt Dudley-Marling, a former elementary school teacher who is now a professor at Boston College, interviewed some two dozen families that included at least one struggling learner. In describing his findings, he talked about how "the demands of homework disrupted... family relationships" and led to daily stress and conflict. The "nearly intolerable burden" imposed by homework was partly a result of how defeated such children felt, he added—how they invested hours without much to show for it; how parents felt frustrated when they pushed the child but also when they didn’t push, when they helped with the homework but also when they refrained from helping. "You end up ruining the relationship that you have with your kid," one father told him. And don’t forget: The idea that it is all worth it because homework helps children learn better simply isn’t true. There’s little pro to weigh against the significant cons. Playtime matters On top of causing stress, more homework means kids have less time for other activities. There’s less opportunity for the kind of learning that doesn’t involve traditional skills. There’s less chance to read for pleasure, make friends, play games, get some exercise, get some rest, or just be a child. Decades ago, the American Educational Research Association released this statement: "Whenever homework crowds out social experience, outdoor recreation, and creative activities, and whenever it usurps time that should be devoted to sleep, it is not meeting the basic needs of children and adolescents." It is the rare school that respects the value of those activities—to the point of making sure that its policies are informed by that respect. But some courageous teachers and innovative schools are taking up the challenge. A new approach There is no traditional homework at the Bellwether School in Williston, Vermont, except when the children ask for it or "are so excited about a project that they continue to work on it at home," says Marta Beede, the school’s top administrator. "We encourage children to read at home—books they have selected." She and her colleagues figure that kids "work really hard when they’re at school. To then say that they’re going to have to work more when they get home doesn’t seem to honour how much energy they were expending during the day." Teachers ought to be able to exercise their judgment in determining how they want to deal with homework, taking account of the needs and preferences of the specific children in their classrooms, rather than having to conform to a fixed policy that has been imposed on them. High-school teacher Leslie Frothingham watched her own two children struggle with enormous quantities of homework in middle school. The value of it never seemed clear to her. "What other ‘job’ is there where you work all day, come home, have dinner, then work all night," she asks, "unless you’re some type-A attorney? It’s not a good way to live one’s life. You miss out on self-reflection, community." Thus, when she became a teacher, she chose to have a no-homework policy. And if her advanced chemistry students are thriving academically without homework, which they are, surely we can rethink our policies in the younger grades. Alfie Kohn is the author of The Homework Myth. Agree? Disagree? More to add? Send us your views and we may print them in the next issue. Send to: newsmag@bctf.ca Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Foster parents are ordinary people engaged in extraordinary acts of kindness. Join the team! http://t.co/6jUkcsOp6V" @Teresa_Wat - 04:31pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/10/schools-as-charities.html?showComment=1351305056569,Staffroom Confidential: Schools as charities Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Sunday, October 21, 2012 Schools as charities With funding cuts across North America, schools and school districts are turning to fundraising more and more as a source of income. There is a long history of parent committees raising funds for extra-curricular activities, but the type of fundraising now gaining traction goes beyond paying for some extras. Is public education gradually moving towards a charity rather than a public service? Here are a few of the fundraising developments taking place... Some BC School Districts have put a "donate" page or button directly on their web sites. For example, here is the link to the Delta School District "Charitable Giving" page: http://web.deltasd.bc.ca/community/charitable-giving The District describes their program: "The Delta School District is a registered charitable trust through the Canadian Customs and Revenue Agency. Although the Provincial Government provides funding for the district's core education programs and services, there are additional programs and services that greatly benefit from donor support! Donations received help us to deliver the best possible education to our 16,000 students."  Of note is that the donations are for "programs and services". Langley School District has set up a Foundation: http://www.langleyschooldistrictfoundation.com/give.html. The web site indicates the type of items that are funded:  "Funding Interests Include: Literacy in all its forms Enriched performing and visual arts initiatives Special education programs and needs Purchase library books and technology equipment Developing learning enhancement projects" They also describe the purpose of the Foundation, "The Foundation was established in May 2003 to enhance and enrich educational opportunities for 19,952 students in the Langley School District. We support the Langley School District in providing programs of excellence not funded by the Ministry." In the US, charitable giving to schools has taken an even more aggressive and pervasive turn. The web site donorsChoose.org allows donations to hundreds of classrooms across the US. The site is supported by a variety of large corporations and private interests, including the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, Disneyland, Facebook, Starbucks and Chevron, to name just a few. Donors can choose particular projects and types of schools, such as Charters. Donors can also choose which type of teacher they want to support, such as screening for only "Teach for America" teachers. The irony is that while the web site claims to "ensure integrity" with an aim of "giving people a simple, accountable and personal way to address educational inequity", the entire project actually undermines the inequity they claim to want to address. Only taxation and fair distribution of tax revenues can provide genuinely equitable funding for schools across communities. Any system of charity will be rife with inequity and also lack stability. It is simply no way to pay for schooling. It is tragic that public education is eroding to the point where such charity is so widespread. Now more than ever we need to reverse the trend by forcing our governments to provide full and stable funding through our taxes. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 2:20 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 2 comments: ThielmannOctober 23, 2012 at 7:30 PM I'm amazed the Ministry of Ed hasn't ordered Delta and Langley to remove the "donate buttons" from their websites. What an insidious insult to the notion of "public" education.ReplyDelete Cheriee WeichelOctober 26, 2012 at 7:30 PM It isn't even just schools. I spent a lot of time in hospitals last summer and the fundraising there is just appalling. Education and health care need to be adequately funded. Period.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ▼  October (5) The myth of personalization Schools as charities Corporate ethics? A tale of two choices... Textbook stunt no substitute for proper funding Origins of the #bcedplan - Updated ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/contacts.cfm?page=presidents&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true,BCTF Contacts Home E-mail Lists Links A to Z Index Contact Us Help SITE SEARCH Quick Links BCTF formsBCTF NewsFrançaisLabour linksPensionsTeacher NewsmagazineTeaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Contact Us > Local Presidents Local Presidents and Contact Information Sorted by local number. Click here for sort by local name. *Sublocal       O: Office   OF: Office Fax 1 Fernie District Teachers' Association Christina Smith Box 10 Fernie, BC  V0B 1M0 O: 250-423-3333 OF: 250-423-6134 lp01@bctf.ca 2 Cranbrook District Teachers' Association Shelley Balfour 304-105 9th Avenue South Cranbrook, BC  V1C 2M1 O: 250-489-3717 OF: 250-489-3727 lp02@bctf.ca 3 Kimberley Teachers' Association Sally Struthers 201-144 Deer Park Avenue Kimberley, BC  V1A 2J4 O: 250-432-9729 OF: N/A lp03@bctf.ca 4 Windermere Teachers' Association Doug Murray Box 478 Invermere, BC  V0A 1K0 O: 250-341-5158 OF: N/A lp04@bctf.ca 7 Nelson District Teachers' Association Paul Boscariol PO Box 1012 Nelson, BC  V1L 6A5 O: 250-354-4142 OF: 250-354-1558 lp07@bctf.ca 10 Arrow Lakes Teachers' Association Ric Bardati Box 422 New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0 O: 250-265-7062 OF: N/A lp10@bctf.ca 17 Princeton District Teachers' Union Robert Tarswell Box 1019 Princeton, BC  V0X 1W0 O: 250-295-6684 OF: 250-295-6684 lp17@bctf.ca 18 Golden Teachers' Association Mike Archibald Box 430 Golden, BC  V0A 1H0 O: 250-344-5885 OF: 250-344-5890 lp18@bctf.ca 19 Revelstoke Teachers' Association Jennifer Wolney Box 72 Revelstoke, BC  V0E 2S0 O: 250-837-2255 OF: 250-837-2255 lp19@bctf.ca 20 Kootenay Columbia Teachers' Union Andy Davidoff 1657 Hwy 3A Castlegar, BC  V1N 4N5 O: 250-364-1740 OF: 250-364-1750 lp20@bctf.ca 22 Vernon Teachers' Association Heather Malcolm 4004 31st Street Vernon, BC  V1T 5J6 O: 250-542-0456 OF: 250-542-0564 lp22@bctf.ca 23 Central Okanagan Teachers' Association Susan Bauhart 210-1751 Harvey Avenue Kelowna, BC  V1Y 6G4 O: 250-860-3866 OF: 250-862-3024 lp23@bctf.ca 27 Cariboo-Chilcotin Teachers' Association Murray Helmer 124D North 2nd Avenue Williams Lake, BC  V2G 1Z6 O: 250-398-7221 OF: 250-398-5913 lp27@bctf.ca 28 Quesnel District Teachers' Association Lisa Kishkan Box 4643 Quesnel, BC  V2J 3J8 O: 250-992-3737 OF: 250-992-3638 lp28@bctf.ca 31 Nicola Valley Teachers' Union Peter Vogt Box 849 Merritt, BC  V1K 1B8 O: 250-378-5060 OF: 250-378-5060 lp31@bctf.ca 33 Chilliwack Teachers' Association Clint Johnston 203-45970 Airport Road Chilliwack, BC  V2P 1A2 O: 604-792-9233 OF: 604-792-9389 lp33@bctf.ca 34 Abbotsford District Teachers' Association Doug Smuland 2570 Cyril Street Abbotsford, BC  V2S 2G2 O: 604-854-1946 OF: 604-850-5100 lp34@bctf.ca 35 Langley Teachers' Association Gail Chaddock Costello 100-5786 Glover Road Langley, BC  V3A 4H9 O: 604-533-1618 OF: 604-533-1400 lp35@bctf.ca 36 Surrey Teachers' Association Jennifer Wadge 201-9030 King George Boulevard Surrey, BC  V3V 7Y3 O: 604-594-5353 OF: 604-594-5176 lp36@bctf.ca 37 Delta Teachers' Association Paul Steer 110-4977 Trenant St Delta, BC  V4K 2K5 O: 604-946-0391 OF: 604-946-1629 lp37@bctf.ca 38 Richmond Teachers' Association Al Klassen 210-7360 Westminster Hwy Richmond, BC  V6X 1A1 O: 604-278-2539 OF: 604-278-4320 lp38@bctf.ca 392 Vancouver Secondary Teachers' Association Debbie Pawluk 2915 Commercial Drive Vancouver, BC  V5N 4C8 O: 604-873-5570 OF: 604-873-3916 lp392@bctf.ca 391 Vancouver Elementary School Teachers' Association Dan Graves 2915 Commercial Dr Vancouver, BC  V5N 4C8 O: 604-873-8378 OF: 604-873-2652 lp391@bctf.ca 40 New Westminster Teachers' Union Grant Osborne 607 Columbia St New Westminster, BC  V3M 1A7 O: 604-526-8990 OF: 604-526-8912 lp40@bctf.ca 41 Burnaby Teachers' Association Rae Figursky 115-3993 Henning Drive Burnaby, BC  V5C 6P7 O: 604 294-8141 OF: 604 294-9846 lp41@bctf.ca 42 Maple Ridge Teachers' Association George Serra 11771 Fraser Street Maple Ridge, BC  V2X 6C6 O: 604-467-2111 OF: 604-467-0815 lp42@bctf.ca 43 Coquitlam Teachers' Association Charley King 208-2502 St. Johns Street Port Moody, BC  V3H 2B4 O: 604-936-9971 OF: 604-936-7515 lp43@bctf.ca 44 North Vancouver Teachers' Association Carolyn Pena 100 - 133 West 17th Street North Vancouver, BC  V7M 1V5 O: 604 988-3224 OF: 604 980-8092 lp44@bctf.ca 45 West Vancouver Teachers' Association Rob Millard 4915 Marine Drive West Vancouver, BC  V7W 2P5 O: 604-926-1617 OF: 604-926-1119 lp45@bctf.ca 46 Sunshine Coast Teachers' Association Louise Herle Box 951 Sechelt, BC  V0N 3A0 O: 604-885-7944 OF: 604-885-9837 lp46@bctf.ca 47 Powell River District Teachers' Association Cathy Fisher 201-4400 Marine Avenue Powell River, BC  V8A 2K1 O: 604-485-5212 OF: 604-485-2882 lp47@bctf.ca 48 Sea to Sky Teachers' Association Carl Walker 104-40775 Tantalus Rd Squamish, BC  V8B 0N2 O: 604-892-3056 OF: 604-892-2296 lp48@bctf.ca 49 Central Coast Teachers' Association Marc Hedges Box 253 Hagensborg, BC  V0T 1H0 O: 250-982-2354 OF: 250-982-2354 lp49@bctf.ca 50 Haida Gwaii Teachers' Association Jennifer Jury c/o PO Box 325 Queen Charlotte City, BC  V0T 1S0 O: 250-637-1805 OF: N/A lp50@bctf.ca 51 Boundary District Teachers' Association Norm Sabourin Box 634, 1815D Central Ave Grand Forks, BC  V0H 1H0 O: 250-442-3330 OF: N/A lp51@bctf.ca 52 Prince Rupert District Teachers' Union Kathy Murphy c/o Fisherman's Hall, 869 Fraser Street Prince Rupert, BC  V8J 1R1 O: 250-627-1700 OF: 250-624-6784 lp52@bctf.ca 53 South Okanagan Similkameen Teachers' Union Sylvia Slater Box 1586 Oliver, BC  V0H 1T0 O: 250-498-2255 OF: N/A lp53@bctf.ca 54 Bulkley Valley Teachers' Union Ilona Weiss PO Box 2137, 3772 C 1st Ave Smithers, BC  V0J 2N0 O: 250-847-3127 OF: 250-847-3123 lp54@bctf.ca 55 Burns Lake District Teachers' Union Kathryn Warren Box 464 Burns Lake, BC  V0J 1E0 O: 250-692-7932 OF: 250-692-7597 lp55@bctf.ca 56 Nechako Teachers' Union Thomas Thalheimer Box 978 Vanderhoof, BC  V0J 3A0 O: 250-567-5040 OF: 250-567-5060 lp56@bctf.ca 571 Prince George District Teachers' Association Tina Cousins 101-1968 Queensway Prince George, BC  V2L 1M2 O: 250-562-7214 OF: 250-562-5743 lp571@bctf.ca 572 Mackenzie Teachers' Association* Shannon Pride Box 1836 Mackenzie, BC  V0J 2C0 O: 250-997-6340 OF: N/A lp572@bctf.ca 573 McBride-Valemount Teachers' Association* Jennifer L'Arrivee 2265 Red Tail Road Mcbride, BC  V0J 2E0 O: 250-569-2295 OF: N/A lp573@bctf.ca 591 Peace River South Teachers' Association Lorraine MacKay Box 145 Dawson Creek, BC  V1G 4G3 O: 250-782-1284 OF: 250-782-1280 lp591@bctf.ca 592 Chetwynd Teachers' Association* Leanne Robertson Box 2665 Chetwynd, BC  V0C 1J0 O: 250-788-2267 OF: 250-788-9729 lp592@bctf.ca 593 Tumbler Ridge Teachers' Association* Karen Edwards 127 Gwillim Crescent, Box 1003 Tumbler Ridge, BC  V0C 2W0 O: 250-242-5281 OF: 250-242-5785 lp593@bctf.ca 60 Peace River North Teachers' Association Michele Wiebe Box 6057 Fort St John, BC  V1J 4H6 O: 250-785-8881 OF: 250-785-8881 lp60@bctf.ca 61 Greater Victoria Teachers' Association Bénula Larsen 965 Alston Street Victoria, BC  V9A 3S5 O: 250-595-0181 OF: 250-595-0189 lp61@bctf.ca 62 Sooke Teachers' Association Ian Johnson 201-716 Goldstream Avenue Victoria, BC  V9B 2X3 O: 250-474-3181 OF: 250-474-5555 lp62@bctf.ca 63 Saanich Teachers' Association Mark Skanks 6843 Central Saanich Road Saanichton, BC  V8Z 5V4 O: 778-426-1426 OF: 778-426-0716 lp63@bctf.ca 64 Gulf Islands Teachers' Association Deborah Nostdal Box 537 Salt Spring Island, BC  V8K 2W2 O: 250-537-4990 OF: 250-537-4990 lp64@bctf.ca 65 Cowichan District Teachers' Association Naomi Nilsson 201-394 Duncan Street Duncan, BC  V9L 3W4 O: 250-748-2251 OF: 250-748-5243 lp65@bctf.ca 66 Lake Cowichan Teachers' Association Chris Rolls 5610 West Riverbottom Rd Duncan, BC  V9L 6H9 O: 250-748-0011 OF: N/A lp66@bctf.ca 67 Okanagan Skaha Teachers' Union Leslea Woodward 697 Martin Street Penticton, BC  V2A 5L5 O: 250-492-4915 OF: 250-492-5540 lp67@bctf.ca 68 Nanaimo District Teachers' Association Mike Ball 3137 Barons Road Nanaimo, BC  V9T 5W5 O: 250-756-1237 OF: 250-756-0188 lp68@bctf.ca 69 Mount Arrowsmith Teachers' Association Debbie Morran Box 1286 Parksville, BC  V9P 2H3 O: 250-248-3496 OF: 250-248-3440 lp69@bctf.ca 701 Alberni District Teachers' Union Ken Zydyk 4913 Argyle Street Port Alberni, BC  V9Y 1V6 O: 250-724-5021 OF: 250-724-0442 lp701@bctf.ca 71 Comox District Teachers' Association Nick Moore 491 4th Street Ste. C Courtenay, BC  V9N 1G9 O: 250-338-1461 OF: 250-338-1657 lp71@bctf.ca 72 Campbell River District Teachers' Association Dave Harper 202-871 Island Hwy Campbell River, BC  V9W 2C2 O: 250-286-1663 OF: 250-286-1679 lp72@bctf.ca 73 Kamloops Thompson Teachers' Association David Komljenovic 202/204-1157 12th Street Kamloops, BC  V2B 7L2 O: 250-554-1223 OF: 250-554-1311 lp73@bctf.ca 74 Gold Trail Teachers' Association Cameron Rittinger Box 1437 Ashcroft, BC  V0K 1A0 O: 250-453-2696 OF: 250-453-2696 lp74@bctf.ca 75 Mission Teachers' Union Mark Bradshaw 100-33344 2nd Ave Mission, BC  V2V 1K3 O: 604-826-0112 OF: 604-826-3435 lp75@bctf.ca 78 Fraser-Cascade Teachers' Association Lynne Marvell Unit E, Box 1238 Hope, BC  V0X 1L0 O: 604-869-9383 OF: 604-869-3236 lp78@bctf.ca 80 Kitimat District Teachers' Association Kim Meyer 233 Enterprise Avenue Kitimat, BC  V8C 2C8 O: 250-632-3109 OF: 250-632-3108 lp80@bctf.ca 81 Fort Nelson District Teachers' Association Greg Gerwing Box 2031 Fort Nelson, BC  V0C 1R0 O: 250-775-1824 OF: N/A lp81@bctf.ca 83 North Okanagan-Shuswap Teachers' Association Brenda O'Dell Box 187 Salmon Arm, BC  V1E 4N3 O: 250-832-1933 OF: 250-832-4592 lp83@bctf.ca 84 Vancouver Island West Teachers' Union Ryan Meise PO Box 137 Gold River, BC  V0P 1G0 O: 250-283-9081 OF: N/A lp84@bctf.ca 85 Vancouver Island North Teachers' Association Shawn Gough Box 5151, 6855 Market St Port Hardy, BC  V0N 2P0 O: 250-949-8888 OF: 250-949-8882 lp85@bctf.ca 862 Kootenay Lake Teachers' Association* Cam Zuk Box 671 Kaslo, BC  V0G 1M0 O: 250-353-2227 OF: N/A lp862@bctf.ca 861 Creston Valley Teachers' Association Becky Blair 1001 Railway Boulevard Creston, BC  V0B 1G3 O: 250-428-7006 OF: 250-428-8602 lp861@bctf.ca 87 Stikine Teachers' Association Asa Berg c/o Asa Berg, Box 469 Atlin, BC  V0W 1A0 O: 250-651-7820 OF: 250-651-7820 lp87@bctf.ca 881 Terrace District Teachers' Union Cathy Lambright 4733 Park Avenue Terrace, BC  V8G 1W2 O: 250-635-4659 OF: N/A lp881@bctf.ca 882 Upper Skeena Teachers* Joslyn Bagg Box 562 New Hazelton, BC  V0J 2Y0 O: 250-842-6613 OF: N/A lp882@bctf.ca 92 Nisga'a Teachers' Union Richard Hotson Box 226 New Aiyansh, BC  V0J 1A0 O: 250-633-2571 OF: 250-633-2574 lp92@bctf.ca 93 SEPF Sylvie Liechtele 100-550 West 6th Avenue Vancouver, BC  V5Z 4P2 O: 604-871-1866 OF: N/A lp93@bctf.ca About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy Close Window Print Page   Local Presidents and Contact Information Sorted by local number. Click here for sort by local name. *Sublocal       O: Office   OF: Office Fax 1 Fernie District Teachers' Association Christina Smith Box 10 Fernie, BC  V0B 1M0 O: 250-423-3333 OF: 250-423-6134 lp01@bctf.ca 2 Cranbrook District Teachers' Association Shelley Balfour 304-105 9th Avenue South Cranbrook, BC  V1C 2M1 O: 250-489-3717 OF: 250-489-3727 lp02@bctf.ca 3 Kimberley Teachers' Association Sally Struthers 201-144 Deer Park Avenue Kimberley, BC  V1A 2J4 O: 250-432-9729 OF: N/A lp03@bctf.ca 4 Windermere Teachers' Association Doug Murray Box 478 Invermere, BC  V0A 1K0 O: 250-341-5158 OF: N/A lp04@bctf.ca 7 Nelson District Teachers' Association Paul Boscariol PO Box 1012 Nelson, BC  V1L 6A5 O: 250-354-4142 OF: 250-354-1558 lp07@bctf.ca 10 Arrow Lakes Teachers' Association Ric Bardati Box 422 New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0 O: 250-265-7062 OF: N/A lp10@bctf.ca 17 Princeton District Teachers' Union Robert Tarswell Box 1019 Princeton, BC  V0X 1W0 O: 250-295-6684 OF: 250-295-6684 lp17@bctf.ca 18 Golden Teachers' Association Mike Archibald Box 430 Golden, BC  V0A 1H0 O: 250-344-5885 OF: 250-344-5890 lp18@bctf.ca 19 Revelstoke Teachers' Association Jennifer Wolney Box 72 Revelstoke, BC  V0E 2S0 O: 250-837-2255 OF: 250-837-2255 lp19@bctf.ca 20 Kootenay Columbia Teachers' Union Andy Davidoff 1657 Hwy 3A Castlegar, BC  V1N 4N5 O: 250-364-1740 OF: 250-364-1750 lp20@bctf.ca 22 Vernon Teachers' Association Heather Malcolm 4004 31st Street Vernon, BC  V1T 5J6 O: 250-542-0456 OF: 250-542-0564 lp22@bctf.ca 23 Central Okanagan Teachers' Association Susan Bauhart 210-1751 Harvey Avenue Kelowna, BC  V1Y 6G4 O: 250-860-3866 OF: 250-862-3024 lp23@bctf.ca 27 Cariboo-Chilcotin Teachers' Association Murray Helmer 124D North 2nd Avenue Williams Lake, BC  V2G 1Z6 O: 250-398-7221 OF: 250-398-5913 lp27@bctf.ca 28 Quesnel District Teachers' Association Lisa Kishkan Box 4643 Quesnel, BC  V2J 3J8 O: 250-992-3737 OF: 250-992-3638 lp28@bctf.ca 31 Nicola Valley Teachers' Union Peter Vogt Box 849 Merritt, BC  V1K 1B8 O: 250-378-5060 OF: 250-378-5060 lp31@bctf.ca 33 Chilliwack Teachers' Association Clint Johnston 203-45970 Airport Road Chilliwack, BC  V2P 1A2 O: 604-792-9233 OF: 604-792-9389 lp33@bctf.ca 34 Abbotsford District Teachers' Association Doug Smuland 2570 Cyril Street Abbotsford, BC  V2S 2G2 O: 604-854-1946 OF: 604-850-5100 lp34@bctf.ca 35 Langley Teachers' Association Gail Chaddock Costello 100-5786 Glover Road Langley, BC  V3A 4H9 O: 604-533-1618 OF: 604-533-1400 lp35@bctf.ca 36 Surrey Teachers' Association Jennifer Wadge 201-9030 King George Boulevard Surrey, BC  V3V 7Y3 O: 604-594-5353 OF: 604-594-5176 lp36@bctf.ca 37 Delta Teachers' Association Paul Steer 110-4977 Trenant St Delta, BC  V4K 2K5 O: 604-946-0391 OF: 604-946-1629 lp37@bctf.ca 38 Richmond Teachers' Association Al Klassen 210-7360 Westminster Hwy Richmond, BC  V6X 1A1 O: 604-278-2539 OF: 604-278-4320 lp38@bctf.ca 392 Vancouver Secondary Teachers' Association Debbie Pawluk 2915 Commercial Drive Vancouver, BC  V5N 4C8 O: 604-873-5570 OF: 604-873-3916 lp392@bctf.ca 391 Vancouver Elementary School Teachers' Association Dan Graves 2915 Commercial Dr Vancouver, BC  V5N 4C8 O: 604-873-8378 OF: 604-873-2652 lp391@bctf.ca 40 New Westminster Teachers' Union Grant Osborne 607 Columbia St New Westminster, BC  V3M 1A7 O: 604-526-8990 OF: 604-526-8912 lp40@bctf.ca 41 Burnaby Teachers' Association Rae Figursky 115-3993 Henning Drive Burnaby, BC  V5C 6P7 O: 604 294-8141 OF: 604 294-9846 lp41@bctf.ca 42 Maple Ridge Teachers' Association George Serra 11771 Fraser Street Maple Ridge, BC  V2X 6C6 O: 604-467-2111 OF: 604-467-0815 lp42@bctf.ca 43 Coquitlam Teachers' Association Charley King 208-2502 St. Johns Street Port Moody, BC  V3H 2B4 O: 604-936-9971 OF: 604-936-7515 lp43@bctf.ca 44 North Vancouver Teachers' Association Carolyn Pena 100 - 133 West 17th Street North Vancouver, BC  V7M 1V5 O: 604 988-3224 OF: 604 980-8092 lp44@bctf.ca 45 West Vancouver Teachers' Association Rob Millard 4915 Marine Drive West Vancouver, BC  V7W 2P5 O: 604-926-1617 OF: 604-926-1119 lp45@bctf.ca 46 Sunshine Coast Teachers' Association Louise Herle Box 951 Sechelt, BC  V0N 3A0 O: 604-885-7944 OF: 604-885-9837 lp46@bctf.ca 47 Powell River District Teachers' Association Cathy Fisher 201-4400 Marine Avenue Powell River, BC  V8A 2K1 O: 604-485-5212 OF: 604-485-2882 lp47@bctf.ca 48 Sea to Sky Teachers' Association Carl Walker 104-40775 Tantalus Rd Squamish, BC  V8B 0N2 O: 604-892-3056 OF: 604-892-2296 lp48@bctf.ca 49 Central Coast Teachers' Association Marc Hedges Box 253 Hagensborg, BC  V0T 1H0 O: 250-982-2354 OF: 250-982-2354 lp49@bctf.ca 50 Haida Gwaii Teachers' Association Jennifer Jury c/o PO Box 325 Queen Charlotte City, BC  V0T 1S0 O: 250-637-1805 OF: N/A lp50@bctf.ca 51 Boundary District Teachers' Association Norm Sabourin Box 634, 1815D Central Ave Grand Forks, BC  V0H 1H0 O: 250-442-3330 OF: N/A lp51@bctf.ca 52 Prince Rupert District Teachers' Union Kathy Murphy c/o Fisherman's Hall, 869 Fraser Street Prince Rupert, BC  V8J 1R1 O: 250-627-1700 OF: 250-624-6784 lp52@bctf.ca 53 South Okanagan Similkameen Teachers' Union Sylvia Slater Box 1586 Oliver, BC  V0H 1T0 O: 250-498-2255 OF: N/A lp53@bctf.ca 54 Bulkley Valley Teachers' Union Ilona Weiss PO Box 2137, 3772 C 1st Ave Smithers, BC  V0J 2N0 O: 250-847-3127 OF: 250-847-3123 lp54@bctf.ca 55 Burns Lake District Teachers' Union Kathryn Warren Box 464 Burns Lake, BC  V0J 1E0 O: 250-692-7932 OF: 250-692-7597 lp55@bctf.ca 56 Nechako Teachers' Union Thomas Thalheimer Box 978 Vanderhoof, BC  V0J 3A0 O: 250-567-5040 OF: 250-567-5060 lp56@bctf.ca 571 Prince George District Teachers' Association Tina Cousins 101-1968 Queensway Prince George, BC  V2L 1M2 O: 250-562-7214 OF: 250-562-5743 lp571@bctf.ca 572 Mackenzie Teachers' Association* Shannon Pride Box 1836 Mackenzie, BC  V0J 2C0 O: 250-997-6340 OF: N/A lp572@bctf.ca 573 McBride-Valemount Teachers' Association* Jennifer L'Arrivee 2265 Red Tail Road Mcbride, BC  V0J 2E0 O: 250-569-2295 OF: N/A lp573@bctf.ca 591 Peace River South Teachers' Association Lorraine MacKay Box 145 Dawson Creek, BC  V1G 4G3 O: 250-782-1284 OF: 250-782-1280 lp591@bctf.ca 592 Chetwynd Teachers' Association* Leanne Robertson Box 2665 Chetwynd, BC  V0C 1J0 O: 250-788-2267 OF: 250-788-9729 lp592@bctf.ca 593 Tumbler Ridge Teachers' Association* Karen Edwards 127 Gwillim Crescent, Box 1003 Tumbler Ridge, BC  V0C 2W0 O: 250-242-5281 OF: 250-242-5785 lp593@bctf.ca 60 Peace River North Teachers' Association Michele Wiebe Box 6057 Fort St John, BC  V1J 4H6 O: 250-785-8881 OF: 250-785-8881 lp60@bctf.ca 61 Greater Victoria Teachers' Association Bénula Larsen 965 Alston Street Victoria, BC  V9A 3S5 O: 250-595-0181 OF: 250-595-0189 lp61@bctf.ca 62 Sooke Teachers' Association Ian Johnson 201-716 Goldstream Avenue Victoria, BC  V9B 2X3 O: 250-474-3181 OF: 250-474-5555 lp62@bctf.ca 63 Saanich Teachers' Association Mark Skanks 6843 Central Saanich Road Saanichton, BC  V8Z 5V4 O: 778-426-1426 OF: 778-426-0716 lp63@bctf.ca 64 Gulf Islands Teachers' Association Deborah Nostdal Box 537 Salt Spring Island, BC  V8K 2W2 O: 250-537-4990 OF: 250-537-4990 lp64@bctf.ca 65 Cowichan District Teachers' Association Naomi Nilsson 201-394 Duncan Street Duncan, BC  V9L 3W4 O: 250-748-2251 OF: 250-748-5243 lp65@bctf.ca 66 Lake Cowichan Teachers' Association Chris Rolls 5610 West Riverbottom Rd Duncan, BC  V9L 6H9 O: 250-748-0011 OF: N/A lp66@bctf.ca 67 Okanagan Skaha Teachers' Union Leslea Woodward 697 Martin Street Penticton, BC  V2A 5L5 O: 250-492-4915 OF: 250-492-5540 lp67@bctf.ca 68 Nanaimo District Teachers' Association Mike Ball 3137 Barons Road Nanaimo, BC  V9T 5W5 O: 250-756-1237 OF: 250-756-0188 lp68@bctf.ca 69 Mount Arrowsmith Teachers' Association Debbie Morran Box 1286 Parksville, BC  V9P 2H3 O: 250-248-3496 OF: 250-248-3440 lp69@bctf.ca 701 Alberni District Teachers' Union Ken Zydyk 4913 Argyle Street Port Alberni, BC  V9Y 1V6 O: 250-724-5021 OF: 250-724-0442 lp701@bctf.ca 71 Comox District Teachers' Association Nick Moore 491 4th Street Ste. C Courtenay, BC  V9N 1G9 O: 250-338-1461 OF: 250-338-1657 lp71@bctf.ca 72 Campbell River District Teachers' Association Dave Harper 202-871 Island Hwy Campbell River, BC  V9W 2C2 O: 250-286-1663 OF: 250-286-1679 lp72@bctf.ca 73 Kamloops Thompson Teachers' Association David Komljenovic 202/204-1157 12th Street Kamloops, BC  V2B 7L2 O: 250-554-1223 OF: 250-554-1311 lp73@bctf.ca 74 Gold Trail Teachers' Association Cameron Rittinger Box 1437 Ashcroft, BC  V0K 1A0 O: 250-453-2696 OF: 250-453-2696 lp74@bctf.ca 75 Mission Teachers' Union Mark Bradshaw 100-33344 2nd Ave Mission, BC  V2V 1K3 O: 604-826-0112 OF: 604-826-3435 lp75@bctf.ca 78 Fraser-Cascade Teachers' Association Lynne Marvell Unit E, Box 1238 Hope, BC  V0X 1L0 O: 604-869-9383 OF: 604-869-3236 lp78@bctf.ca 80 Kitimat District Teachers' Association Kim Meyer 233 Enterprise Avenue Kitimat, BC  V8C 2C8 O: 250-632-3109 OF: 250-632-3108 lp80@bctf.ca 81 Fort Nelson District Teachers' Association Greg Gerwing Box 2031 Fort Nelson, BC  V0C 1R0 O: 250-775-1824 OF: N/A lp81@bctf.ca 83 North Okanagan-Shuswap Teachers' Association Brenda O'Dell Box 187 Salmon Arm, BC  V1E 4N3 O: 250-832-1933 OF: 250-832-4592 lp83@bctf.ca 84 Vancouver Island West Teachers' Union Ryan Meise PO Box 137 Gold River, BC  V0P 1G0 O: 250-283-9081 OF: N/A lp84@bctf.ca 85 Vancouver Island North Teachers' Association Shawn Gough Box 5151, 6855 Market St Port Hardy, BC  V0N 2P0 O: 250-949-8888 OF: 250-949-8882 lp85@bctf.ca 862 Kootenay Lake Teachers' Association* Cam Zuk Box 671 Kaslo, BC  V0G 1M0 O: 250-353-2227 OF: N/A lp862@bctf.ca 861 Creston Valley Teachers' Association Becky Blair 1001 Railway Boulevard Creston, BC  V0B 1G3 O: 250-428-7006 OF: 250-428-8602 lp861@bctf.ca 87 Stikine Teachers' Association Asa Berg c/o Asa Berg, Box 469 Atlin, BC  V0W 1A0 O: 250-651-7820 OF: 250-651-7820 lp87@bctf.ca 881 Terrace District Teachers' Union Cathy Lambright 4733 Park Avenue Terrace, BC  V8G 1W2 O: 250-635-4659 OF: N/A lp881@bctf.ca 882 Upper Skeena Teachers* Joslyn Bagg Box 562 New Hazelton, BC  V0J 2Y0 O: 250-842-6613 OF: N/A lp882@bctf.ca 92 Nisga'a Teachers' Union Richard Hotson Box 226 New Aiyansh, BC  V0J 1A0 O: 250-633-2571 OF: 250-633-2574 lp92@bctf.ca 93 SEPF Sylvie Liechtele 100-550 West 6th Avenue Vancouver, BC  V5Z 4P2 O: 604-871-1866 OF: N/A lp93@bctf.ca)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/christyclarkbc/status/342399593776025600,Christy Clark on Twitter: "I want to thank @benstewart2013 for all he's done for the Central Okanagan. A man of honour. http://t.co/wN2dt7m8Sf #bcpoli #kelowna" Twitter Search query Search Twitter Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Language: English Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Have an account? Sign in New to Twitter? Join Today » Sign In Phone, email or username Password Sign in Remember me Forgot password? Already using Twitter via text message? Follow Following Unfollow Blocked Unblock Pending Cancel Christy ClarkVerified account ‏ @christyclarkbc 5 Jun 2013 I want to thank @benstewart2013 for all he's done for the Central Okanagan. A man of honour. http://ow.ly/lKAfj  #bcpoli #kelowna Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Retweets 37 Favorites 5 2:56 PM - 5 Jun 2013 Desmond ‏ @dreadmedia 5 Jun 2013 @christyclarkbc @benstewart2013 Had to go pretty far from your own riding to find a place where you might have a chance to win, hey Christy? Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Susan McInnes ‏ @SusanBCCAN 5 Jun 2013 @christyclarkbc @benstewart2013 too bad he is going to be replaced by someone so reprehensible from your party. Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Graham ‏ @trukdryvr 5 Jun 2013 @christyclarkbc good luck in the by election. Hope you win ,well done keeping the liberals in government Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Concerned Citizen ‏ @poliwatchbc 5 Jun 2013 . @christyclarkbc @keithbaldrey You use Gov't Caucus website with official coat of arms to ask for votes in an election? Not a conflict? Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Shanille Samra ‏ @SShanille 5 Jun 2013 @srmsamra “ @christyclarkbc: I want to thank @benstewart2013 for all he's done for the Central Okanagan. http://ow.ly/lKAfj  No Surrey!! Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet emma Nelson ‏ @EmmaNelson2323 5 Jun 2013 @christyclarkbc @benstewart2013 how much is the byelection costing taxpayers? We just paid for an election. #bcpoli @bcndp Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Sean Leslie ‏ @seanleslie980 5 Jun 2013 @EmmaNelson2323 @christyclarkbc @benstewart2013 @bcndp Likely around half a million dollars, per 2012 byelections. Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet CanuckStruck (RH/DC) ‏ @CanuckStruck 5 Jun 2013 Offside penalty for @christyclarkbc! #bcpoli #kelowna @benstewart2013 Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Jim Csek, CPA, CMA ‏ @jimcsek 5 Jun 2013 @christyclarkbc Welcome to the Okanagan / Kelowna - a place many of us call paradise. Wishing you success for @benstewart2013 sacrifice Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Sara ‏ @sarajv26 7 Jun 2013 @christyclarkbc How is this democracy?! The people voted. A person of honour would abide by the people's choice. Why won't you? Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet YuliyaInopinaPR ‏ @YULIYAINOPINA 12 Jun 2013 @christyclarkbc @benstewart2013 BEST OF LUCK, ON THE ELECTION DAY IN KELOWNA, MISS CLARK! XOX @ALAMIDAS #supportPremierBC #growthEconomyBC Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Don’t miss any updates from Christy Clark © 2014 Twitter About Help Ads info Close Flag this media This has already been marked as containing sensitive content. Flag this as containing potentially illegal content. Submit Cancel Learn more about flagging media Dismiss Close Previous Next Close Go to a person's profile Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Close Retweet this to your followers? Cancel Retweet Close Are you sure you want to delete this Tweet? Cancel Delete Close Block Cancel Block Add a location to your Tweets When you tweet with a location, Twitter stores that location. You can switch location on/off before each Tweet and always have the option to delete your location history. Learn more Turn location on Not now Turn off location Close Profile summary Close Your lists Close Create a new list List name Description Under 100 characters, optional Privacy Public · Anyone can follow this list Private · Only you can access this list Save list Close Close Embed this Tweet Add this Tweet to your website by copying the code below. Learn more Hmm, there was a problem reaching the server. Try again? Include parent Tweet Include media Preview Close Sign up for Twitter Not on Twitter? Sign up, tune into the things you care about, and get updates as they happen. Have an account? Sign in » Close Two-way (sending and receiving) short codes: Country Code For customers of United States 40404 (any) Canada 21212 (any) United Kingdom 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM Haiti 40404 Digicel, Voila Ireland 51210 Vodafone, O2 India 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Indonesia 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » See SMS short codes for other countries Close Confirmation)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=19892,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 2, October 2009  Exorcising the debt-deficit curse By David Denyer Education Program Funding for 2009–10 in the updated budget is about $128 million less than the funding allocated in the February 2009 budget announcement. Out of the blue came the $110 million cut from the Annual Facilities Grant putting further pressure on boards and ensuring that many go into a deficit position. Boards are understandably fuming at this piece of fiscal mismanagement. In a prime example of what is good for the goose is “not” good for the gander, the minister of education has said that boards would not be allowed to run deficits on the grounds that it is illegal, would ruin BC’s credit rating, and would just make the deficit situation worse provincially. Cuts to grants for PACs, arts groups, libraries, sports, autism support, etc., have followed furtively and in quick succession. This abysmal funding situation is aggravated by inevitable inflationary increases, negotiated settlements, increased MSP premiums, a potential 8.7% increase in hydro rates, and a looming HST—all downloaded costs for which there is no recognition in the provincial budget.The province will be in a deficit to the tune of nearly $3 billion, which sounds significant until you take into account that is out of a total provincial budget of $40 billion—in simple terms a debt of about 7.5%. A handy comparison might be, a family with a combined annual income of $100,000 dollars being in debt to $7,500 dollars. Most would say “lucky them!” Even more puzzling in this government hysteria over debt is the wild unplanned, seemingly haphazard nature of the cuts. In their embarrassment and shame, the provincial government has lashed out in typical paternal fashion at small and easy targets. The litany of cuts, with which everyone is now sickeningly familiar, represent virtually insignificant savings on a $40 billion budget and could have easily been completely avoided with a slightly higher deficit or by maintaining the existing tax structure rather than lowering taxes at a time when governments are short of revenues. Tax cuts (or so called “relief”), the hallmark of conservative economic policy, have contributed significantly to deficits in the current recession. To those who depend on these grants and funds, the cuts, however minimal in the big picture, are devastating and it is the community, families, and vital public service agencies that take the hit. Deficits in themselves are not the evil entity that current corporate-inspired political polemic would have us believe. As a number of commentators have observed, the countries of the western world would not have recovered from the devastation of World War II without them, and they continued for many years. It is high time that governments matured and learned to take such events in their stride. Once more the tired arcane rhetoric of guilt is being trotted out to cow those who dare to question current orthodoxy. “How could we possibly pass on such a ruinous debt load to our children and grandchildren?” What hollow twaddle! So, instead, do we saddle them with poverty, poor health, illiteracy, corporate totalitarianism, and hopelessness? Controls on business (particularly in the financial sector), investment in public services, fair progressive taxation of business as well as individuals, and promotion of common goods and welfare would take us a lot further toward the goals of well-being and happiness. This is the challenging part. Communitarian ideals have been so devalued through a sustained attack over at least a 40-year period that it becomes very difficult to bring these values forward as a reinvigorated political purpose. Distinguished voices, such as Michael Sandel and Chris Hedges, analyze and speculate on this predicament very ably and reach the same general conclusion although differing on the specifics; there is a need to fill the current vacuum with a grand narrative that will offer some form of transformation that we can believe in. So, what are we left with? Governments that yearn to demonize deficits, to cut services, demand concessions from labour, diminish or eliminate pensions, and drive consumers further into debt, which in turn fuels the speculation and corruption in the financial sector while the rest of us watch helplessly as CEOs wallow in their bonuses. Why not at least start with deficits as not being the end of the world? Even neo-liberals should understand this. It’s simply the cost of doing business. For an in-depth analysis of the education budget, see page 8. David Denyer is an assistant director and editor of Teacher, BCTF Communication and Campaigns Division. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13540&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 20, Number 1, September 2007 Summer Conference 2007 Building a better future Its not often the BCTF holds its Summer Conference outside Vancouver, so this year the conference provided something special for more than 400 activists who gave up four days of their summer vacation to attend. The venue was outstanding and a fitting location to discuss the issues facing public education todayBCs newest jewel of higher learning, Thompson Rivers University in Kamloops. A smorgasbord of workshops and plenaries dealing with issues from law to social justice to environmental issues to legislation met the theme of Summer Conference 2007, Our Kids, Our Classrooms, Our World: Building a Better Future. The core session, "Bills, Bills, Bills," was an in-depth review and discussion of Bills 20, 21, and 22. Delegates discussed the bills implications for members and locals; they talked about ways to make members aware of the legislation and its fallout; and they offered suggestions for provincial strategies for dealing with the bills, which were passed into law in May. Labours Supreme Court of Canada victory was highlighted with a plenary by the man who led this legal charge, constitutional lawyer Joe Arvay. Arvay offered some personal and professional insight into the ruling that says workers rights are protected under the Charter of Rights. This well-respected courtroom veteran said that this case, launched by the Hospital Employees Union and aided by the BCTF, was "the hardest case I have ever done." Arvay suggested that Bill 28, which will be challenged by the BCTF, "is headed to the same garbage can as Bill 29." He also paid tribute to the Federation for excelling "in using its political muscle and legal process to affect change" and commended the BCTF for "its role in the legal process to affect social change in Canada." At another plenary, activists heard the disturbing predictions of Chris Friesen, director of Settlement Services, Immigrant Services Society of BC. Those who have had other opportunities to hear Friesen, know how chilling it is to learn of the lack of government strategies to deal with BCs immigration issues and the serious impact that will have on teaching. Post-secondary institutions, says Friesen, are simply not equipped to teach what teachers need to know in the classrooms of tomorrowand in some cases, the classrooms of today. Friesen says in just a few years, one in three British Columbians will be foreign born. The implications for public education are huge as the system tries to deal with that expected influx of immigration. Columnist and author, Linda McQuaig, offered a spirited address on inequality and social injustice. McQuaig says the neoconservative agenda has been very successful in "directing public anger" against what the far-right consider special interest groups--nurses, teachers, and civil servants. McQuaig says the neoconservatives have been very successful in "undermining the publics confidence in government and the public sector" through underfunding. If we lived in a Scandinavian country, our kids would not go to school hungry. McQuaig says, "Thats what social programs do, give equal opportunity to everyone." She also tackled the unionization rates around the world: Scandinavia 80%, Canada 33%, and the US 13%. McQuaig says Scandinavian countries invest heavily in their workforce and their people and she points out, we dont need to model Canada after the USwhy not look to a progressive country like Finland? The author says she loves speaking to teachers, because she knows they care about equality and social justice.  Yvonne Eamor)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141007,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/FassbenderMLA/status/330136927430905857?screen_name=FassbenderMLA&id=330136927430905857,Peter Fassbender on Twitter: "Cake judging at schools today! What a delicious job!" Twitter Search query Search Twitter Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Language: English Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Have an account? Sign in New to Twitter? Join Today » Sign In Phone, email or username Password Sign in Remember me Forgot password? Already using Twitter via text message? Follow Following Unfollow Blocked Unblock Pending Cancel Peter FassbenderVerified account ‏ @FassbenderMLA 2 May 2013 Cake judging at schools today! What a delicious job! Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet 6:49 PM - 2 May 2013 Mayor Lori Ackerman ‏ @lori_ackerman 2 May 2013 Sweet job! “@Fassbender4MLA: Cake judging at schools today! What a delicious job!” Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Don’t miss any updates from Peter Fassbender © 2014 Twitter About Help Ads info Close Flag this media This has already been marked as containing sensitive content. Flag this as containing potentially illegal content. Submit Cancel Learn more about flagging media Dismiss Close Previous Next Close Go to a person's profile Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Close Retweet this to your followers? Cancel Retweet Close Are you sure you want to delete this Tweet? Cancel Delete Close Block Cancel Block Add a location to your Tweets When you tweet with a location, Twitter stores that location. You can switch location on/off before each Tweet and always have the option to delete your location history. Learn more Turn location on Not now Turn off location Close Profile summary Close Your lists Close Create a new list List name Description Under 100 characters, optional Privacy Public · Anyone can follow this list Private · Only you can access this list Save list Close Close Embed this Tweet Add this Tweet to your website by copying the code below. Learn more Hmm, there was a problem reaching the server. Try again? Include parent Tweet Include media Preview Close Sign up for Twitter Not on Twitter? Sign up, tune into the things you care about, and get updates as they happen. Have an account? Sign in » Close Two-way (sending and receiving) short codes: Country Code For customers of United States 40404 (any) Canada 21212 (any) United Kingdom 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM Haiti 40404 Digicel, Voila Ireland 51210 Vodafone, O2 India 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Indonesia 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » See SMS short codes for other countries Close Confirmation)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/SocialJustice.aspx?id=17918&printPage=true,BCTF > Motions passed by the BCTF to support LGBTQ Students and Staff  	BCTF Social Justice  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Social Justice > Issues > LGBTQ Motions passed by the BCTF to support LGBTQ Students and Staff (All of these appear on pages 84, 145 and 152 in the 2010/11 BCTF Member’s Guide)  C.  Social Justice POLICIES 12.25—That the BCTF is opposed to: (a) using and/or promoting reparative therapies aimed at changing lesbian, gay or bisexual students’ sexual orientation; and (b) referring students to therapists who promote and practice reparative therapies. (Nov. 00 RA, p. 5) 34.157―That the BCTF support Bill C-389 and urge the Federal Government to amend the Canadian Human Rights Act and the Criminal Code to protect trans-identified people by explicitly adding gender identity and gender expression to the prohibited grounds for discrimination within the act. (June 10 RA, p. 17) 41.C.03—(a) That the BCTF actively support the establishment of Gay/Straight Alliance (GSA) support groups in middle and high schools throughout BC; (b) That the BCTF actively encourage local leaders to facilitate the establishment of Gay/Straight Alliance (GSA) student support groups in middle and high schools in their locals. (00 AGM, p. 18) 41.C.05—That locals of the BCTF be encouraged to work with school boards to develop and implement policies that will facilitate the use of learning materials that convey inclusive and positive portrayals of same-sex families. (Jan./Feb. RA 03 p. 19) 41.C.07—That members of the BCTF be encouraged to address same-sex family issues in their classrooms in the context of relevant curriculum. (Jan./Feb. RA 03 p. 19) 41.C.09—That in consideration of the implications of the Supreme Court decision, the Ministry of Education undertake a progressive leadership role in addressing the issues of same-sex families and sexual minority students. (Jan./Feb. RA 03 p. 19) 41.C.11—That the local social justice contacts and committees are the driving force in developing the Federation’s priorities and actions in social justice, and that the social justice work of the Federation be premised on this tenet. (Feb. 04 Ex, p. 8) 41.C.15—That the BCTF encourage locals to include a social justice budget line when building their annual budgets. (June 05 Ex, p. 20) 41.D.10—That the BCTF encourage sponsor teachers to support pre-service teachers to integrate social justice issues into their practicum teaching. (08 AGM, p. 25) 41.D.12—That the BCTF encourage locals to work with school districts to develop and implement discrete policies on LGBTQ harassment and discrimination. (08 AGM, p. 25) Social Justice PROCEDURES 34.20—That the BCTF condemn homophobic acts. (93 AGM, p. 13) 41.C.02—That locals have autonomy to create a local social justice structure that meets the needs of the local. (Feb. 04 Ex., p. 8) 41.C.06—That the BCTF and its locals actively lobby school boards to develop and implement policies designed to protect teachers from harassment based upon their real or perceived sexual orientation and/or gender identity. (Jan. 07 Ex., p. 2) 41.C.08—That the BCTF publicize with the membership that antigay slurs and homophobic incidents directed towards teachers by their colleagues are a form of harassment.  (07 AGM, p. 22) 41.C.17—That local unions work with school districts to develop or review anti-homophobia policy to ensure that these policies include a requirement that all homophobic incidents at schools and other worksites be reported to the district and that action be taken on these incidents. (June 06 RA, p. 14) 41.C.19—That locals work with school districts to develop or revise anti-discrimination and equity policies and education practices to ensure they are consistent with the BC Human Rights Act and School Act. (June 06 RA, p. 15) These policies should inform the work you do within your zone or local. You may also use them as reference points for lobbying your local to effect change in a given area. )
(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/insights_west?lang=nl,Insights West (@insights_west) | Twitter Twitter Zoekopdracht Twitter doorzoeken Opgeslagen zoekopdrachten Verwijderen Geverifieerd account @ Voorgestelde gebruikers Geverifieerd account @ Geverifieerd account @ Taal: Nederlands Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Heb je al een account? Inloggen Nieuw op Twitter? Nu registreren » Inloggen Tel. nummer, email of gebruikersnaam Wachtwoord Inloggen Ingelogd blijven Wachtwoord vergeten? Maak je al gebruik van Twitter via sms? Insights West @insights_west Tweets 588 Foto's/Video's 21 Volgend 92 Volgers 409 Favorieten 71   Meer Favorieten Lijsten @insights_west niet meer negeren @insights_west negeren Volgen Volg je nu Ontvolgen Geblokkeerd Deblokkeren In afwachting Annuleren Insights West @insights_west Insights West is a progressive, full-service market research company offering insights-driven research solutions and interpretative analysis. Vancouver, B.C. insightswest.com 21 foto's en video's Tweets Tweets Tweets & antwoorden Insights West @insights_west  ·  23 min 73% in Metro Vancouver perceive coal dust as a serious environmental threat. http://bit.ly/iw_sfdc  Beantwoorden 0 antwoorden Retweeten Geretweet 0 retweets Favoriet Favoriet 0 favorieten Meer Tweet embedden Insights West @insights_west  ·  23 min 58% in Metro Vancouver are hesitant to support the project due to climate change. http://bit.ly/iw_sfdc  Beantwoorden 0 antwoorden Retweeten Geretweet 1 retweet 1 Favoriet Favoriet 0 favorieten Meer Tweet embedden Insights West @insights_west  ·  53 min 77% in Metro Vancouver say the expansion of the Fraser Surrey Docks terminal will create more jobs in the province. http://bit.ly/iw_sfdc  Beantwoorden 0 antwoorden Retweeten Geretweet 0 retweets Favoriet Favoriet 0 favorieten Meer Tweet embedden Insights West @insights_west  ·  1 uur A look at how residents feel about the expansion of coal shipments in Metro Vancouver. http://bit.ly/iw_sfdc  http://ow.ly/i/77ZYC  Foto weergeven Beantwoorden 0 antwoorden Retweeten Geretweet 0 retweets Favoriet Favoriet 0 favorieten Meer Tweet embedden Insights West @insights_west  ·  1 uur Opposition to building the coal shipping facility in Metro Vancouver highest among women (48%) and 18-to-34 (47%) http://bit.ly/iw_sfdc  Beantwoorden 0 antwoorden Retweeten Geretweet 0 retweets Favoriet Favoriet 0 favorieten Meer Tweet embedden Insights West heeft geretweet Steve Mossop @SteveMossop  ·  2 uur 42% in Metro Vancouver support building the Fraser Surrey Docks coal shipping facility; 43% are opposed; 14% unsure. http://bit.ly/iw_sfdc  Beantwoorden 0 antwoorden Retweeten Geretweet 1 retweet 1 Favoriet Favoriet 0 favorieten Meer Tweet embedden Insights West @insights_west  ·  2 uur Support for building the coal shipping facility in Metro Vancouver highest among men (50%) and 55+ (47%) http://bit.ly/iw_sfdc  Beantwoorden 0 antwoorden Retweeten Geretweet 0 retweets Favoriet Favoriet 0 favorieten Meer Tweet embedden Insights West @insights_west  ·  2 uur 42% in Metro Vancouver support building the Fraser Surrey Docks coal shipping facility; 43% are opposed; 14% unsure. http://bit.ly/iw_sfdc  Beantwoorden 0 antwoorden Retweeten Geretweet 0 retweets Favoriet Favoriet 0 favorieten Meer Tweet embedden Insights West @insights_west  ·  3 uur Just 53% in Metro Vancouver are familiar with the Fraser Surrey Docks coal shipping facility project. (1/2) http://bit.ly/iw_sfdc  Beantwoorden 0 antwoorden Retweeten Geretweet 1 retweet 1 Favoriet Favoriet 0 favorieten Meer Tweet embedden Insights West @insights_west  ·  3 uur In contrast 79% are familiar with Kinder Morgan Trans Mountain pipeline & 80% with the Enbridge Northern Gateway(2/2) http://bit.ly/iw_sfdc  Beantwoorden 0 antwoorden Retweeten Geretweet 1 retweet 1 Favoriet Favoriet 0 favorieten Meer Tweet embedden Insights West @insights_west  ·  3 uur Our latest release: Metro Vancouver Still Divided on Coal Shipping Facility http://bit.ly/iw_sfdc  Beantwoorden 0 antwoorden Retweeten Geretweet 0 retweets Favoriet Favoriet 0 favorieten Meer Tweet embedden Insights West @insights_west  ·  4 uur "A Shocking Number of Business Owners in BC Do Not Have a Business Plan." Read the full release here: http://bit.ly/IW_SBBC  Beantwoorden 0 antwoorden Retweeten Geretweet 0 retweets Favoriet Favoriet 0 favorieten Meer Tweet embedden Insights West @insights_west  ·  4 uur 38% of small business owners do not believe a succession plan is important to their business, 56% of sole proprietors http://bit.ly/IW_SBBC  Beantwoorden 0 antwoorden Retweeten Geretweet 1 retweet 1 Favoriet Favoriet 2 favorieten 2 Meer Tweet embedden Insights West @insights_west  ·  4 uur Less than one-quarter (19%) of small business owners have a succession plan in place. http://bit.ly/IW_SBBC  http://ow.ly/i/77W1R  Foto weergeven Beantwoorden 0 antwoorden Retweeten Geretweet 0 retweets Favoriet Favoriet 0 favorieten Meer Tweet embedden Insights West @insights_west  ·  4 uur A look at our release with @SmallBusinessBC showing the shocking number of small business without a business plan. http://ow.ly/i/77VGA  Foto weergeven Beantwoorden 0 antwoorden Retweeten Geretweet 0 retweets Favoriet Favoriet 0 favorieten Meer Tweet embedden Insights West @insights_west  ·  5 uur Nearly half (48%) began operations with a business plan in place, 42% of business owners have one now. http://bit.ly/IW_SBBC  Beantwoorden 0 antwoorden Retweeten Geretweet 0 retweets Favoriet Favoriet 0 favorieten Meer Tweet embedden Insights West @insights_west  ·  5 uur A shocking 34% of sole proprietors believe a business plan is not important to the future of their business. http://bit.ly/IW_SBBC  Beantwoorden 0 antwoorden Retweeten Geretweet 1 retweet 1 Favoriet Favoriet 0 favorieten Meer Tweet embedden Insights West @insights_west  ·  5 uur 23% of small business owners believe a business plan is not important to the future of their business. http://bit.ly/IW_SBBC  Beantwoorden 0 antwoorden Retweeten Geretweet 0 retweets Favoriet Favoriet 0 favorieten Meer Tweet embedden Insights West @insights_west  ·  5 uur More than half of small business owners in BC (52%) began operations without a business plan. http://bit.ly/IW_SBBC  Beantwoorden 0 antwoorden Retweeten Geretweet 0 retweets Favoriet Favoriet 0 favorieten Meer Tweet embedden Insights West @insights_west  ·  6 uur Today we are looking at the results of a study we released last week in conjunction with @SmallBusinessBC. http://bit.ly/IW_SBBC  Beantwoorden 0 antwoorden Retweeten Geretweet 1 retweet 1 Favoriet Favoriet 0 favorieten Meer Tweet embedden Twitter is mogelijk overbelast of ondervindt een tijdelijke verstopping. Probeer het opnieuw Bekijk de Twitter-status voor meer informatie. Sluiten Insights West volgt nu Mis geen enkele update van Insights West Vancouver, B.C. · Wijzigen © 2014 Twitter Over Help Advertentie-informatie Sluiten Trends Trends speciaal voor jou gekozen. Trends bieden een unieke manier om dichterbij te komen bij hetgeen jou interesseert. Trends worden voor je gepersonaliseerd op basis van je locatie en de accounts die je volgt. Wijzigen Gepersonaliseerde trends behouden Wereldwijde trends ontvangen Gereed Verbergen Sluiten Vorige Volgende Sluiten Naar het profiel van een persoon gaan Opgeslagen zoekopdrachten Verwijderen Geverifieerd account @ Voorgestelde gebruikers Geverifieerd account @ Geverifieerd account @ Sluiten Wil je dit naar je volgers retweeten? Annuleren Retweeten Sluiten Weet je zeker dat je deze tweet wilt verwijderen? Annuleren Verwijderen Sluiten Blokkeren Annuleren Blokkeren Een locatie toevoegen aan mijn tweets Als je je locatie meestuurt met een tweet, zal Twitter deze opslaan. Je kunt de locatie aan-/uitzetten voor het plaatsen van elke tweet en je hebt altijd de optie om je locatiegeschiedenis te verwijderen. Meer informatie Locatie aanzetten Nu niet Locatie uitschakelen Sluiten Profieloverzicht Sluiten Jouw lijsten Sluiten Een nieuwe lijst maken Lijstnaam Omschrijving Maximaal 100 tekens, optioneel Privacy Openbaar · Iedereen kan deze lijst volgen Afgeschermd · Alleen jij hebt toegang tot deze lijst Lijst opslaan Sluiten Sluiten Deze tweet embedden Voeg deze tweet toe aan je website door de onderstaande code te kopiëren. Meer informatie Hmm, er is een fout opgetreden bij het bereiken van de server. Opnieuw proberen? Oorspronkelijke tweet toevoegen Media insluiten Voorbeeld Sluiten Registreren op Twitter Niet op Twitter? Registreer, richt je ogen op de dingen waar je om geeft en ontvang updates wanneer er iets gebeurt. Heb je al een account? Inloggen » Sluiten Tweerichtings-snelcode's (verzenden en ontvangen): Land Code Voor klanten van Verenigde Staten 40404 (alles) Canada 21212 (alles) Verenigd Koningkrijk 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazilië 40404 Nextel, TIM Haïti 40404 Digicel, Voila Ierland 51210 Vodafone, O2 India 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Indonesië 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italië 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » Sms-snelcodes voor andere landen weergeven Sluiten Bevestiging)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=24462&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 3, November/December 2011   Readers write  Support for teachers The Board of Directors of the Charter for Public Education Network (CPEN) Society wish to convey to the BCTF Executive and the teachers of British Columbia our support for your struggle to improve the economic well-being of teachers, the working conditions of teachers and the learning conditions of students. Our organization exists to advance the cause of public education and to advocate for and support the promises and principles of the Charter for Public Education. However, we are greatly concerned with policy directions that undermine the progressive and democratic vision articulated in the charter. It is essential that all students in the province have the material conditions for a good life, a safe and healthy home, and the rights articulated in the United Nations Declaration of the Rights of the Child. The failure to fully fund the public education system so that it can meet the needs of all learners is a threat to the future of our province. To sustain a free, just, and democratic society, we must ensure provincial funding is sufficient to meet the educational needs of all students, without fees charged to parents or the children. A society that values education and takes responsibility for providing a superb education to all children and young people will not deny teachers the salaries and working conditions that go with an excellent school system. We also support your struggles to make your rights to collective bargaining meaningful. Rights to collective bargaining are another integral aspect of a democratic society, and teachers, like all other workers, deserve that right. Please convey to your membership and those engaged in the struggle our appreciation and support for your efforts to improve public education in British Columbia. Mike Zlotnik, Board of Directors, Charter for Public Education Network (CPEN) Society  Response to BCPSEA’s LRB application to garnishee teacher wages Teachers are dedicated professionals and we do whatever we can to meet the needs of our students, often using our own money to pay for needed resources. (And then we can’t claim that on our tax returns even though business people can claim alcohol.) We spend our time off planning lessons and marking work and providing extra help and support for our students. We do it with an open heart because when all the politics are removed, there is but one truth. Each student, each day, each year deserves the best we can give and we give the best that is in us. I know that teachers are communicating with parents about their children and the progress they are making all over the province. I know the grief you are feeling. I am a trustee because of the funding cuts I have seen in my classroom over the last 10 years. I will not sit in silence while support and resources for children with special needs are cut deep into the bone by this government. BCPSEA’s action is inflammatory at a time when we should be rationally discussing the state our education system is in. BCPSEA states, as part of its application to the LRB, that “BCPSEA remains committed to achieving a negotiated collective agreement.” It doesn’t look like it. BCPSEA should stop trying to strip the teachers’ contract and go back to government to ask for a new and more reasonable mandate to negotiate. Our job action was agreed upon by both sides at the Labour Relations Board and teachers have followed that agreement. I am speaking for myself as a duly elected trustee with 10,800 votes, and not for the board. Catherine Alpha, Greater Victoria  If there, why not here? In September, Alberta’s new premier, Alison Redford, delivered in person a letter to the provincial executive of the Alberta Teachers’ Association, which promised to restore education funding cuts made in 2011–12. Reprinted below are excerpts from that letter…for the record: “I am committed to funding public education properly and it is important that the government move quickly on that front. “I will commit to restoring the education cuts made in the 2011–12 budget within 10 days of being sworn in as Premier. “The restoration of this funding will allow School Boards to hire back teachers and support staff laid off this summer. This, in turn, will reduce class size to a more manageable level. In consideration of the funding restoration, I will request that School Boards also roll back fee increases passed on to parents this fall. “Further, I commit to stable and predictable funding on three-year cycles in the future. School boards need to be able to plan, not annually react to unpredictable budgets. In order to keep talented teachers, we must be able to offer them longer term stability, not a continual cycle of layoffs and rehiring. Students and parents must know what to expect from year to year. “It is increasingly obvious that we need to change how we consult, and how we plan and implement government initiatives. I am very hopeful that you will work with me going forward to build a much better process, for the benefit of public education, public healthcare reform and other areas of government.” – Alberta Teachers’ Association newsletter, ATA News, October 2011. )
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(20141006,www.theglobeandmail.com,http://www.theglobeandmail.com/globe-investor/personal-finance/household-finances/resist-the-back-to-school-spending-tyranny/article20143382/,Back-to-school season: Resist the tyranny of overspending - The Globe and Mail Jump to main navigationJump to main content Search: News & Quotes Jobs News Search News by eluta.ca Search Jobs at eluta.ca Jobs Login Register 18  Toronto Subscribe Help Home News Opinion Business Investing Sports Life Arts Technology Drive Video Watchlist Inside the Market Market Data Funds & ETFs Investment Ideas Personal Finance Money Education Mortgages Household Finances Retirement & RRSPs Carrick On Money Financial Road Map Taxes Calculators Home» Globe Investor» Personal Finance» Household Finances Supplies such as paper, pens and binders, as well as clothing and even computers, are essential expenditures, but many back-to-school purchases are unnecessary and costly. (Brandon Dill/AP) Supplies such as paper, pens and binders, as well as clothing and even computers, are essential expenditures, but many back-to-school purchases are unnecessary and costly. (Brandon Dill/AP) ROB CARRICK Back-to-school season: Resist the tyranny of overspending Add to ... Rob Carrick The Globe and Mail Published Wednesday, Aug. 20 2014, 5:27 PM EDT Last updated Thursday, Aug. 21 2014, 4:25 PM EDT Comments Print / License AA A few years back, one of our sons received a list of required school supplies that specified not only a certain number of Duo-Tangs, but also the colours they had to be. One was purple, which is a rare colour in the Duo-Tang universe. We checked several stores and ultimately gave up. There were zero repercussions for our family – no scolding for our son at school, no rips in the time-space continuum. Duo-Tangs that were white, black or blue sufficed. More Related to this Story Students, save money by buying used and asking for discounts Money Matters Carrick on money: No free lunch? No kidding Rob Carrick Student debt: Parents of Gen Y need to back words with action With many Canadian post-secondary students graduating with significant debt, saving money while at school can be important. Canadian Press reporter Linda Nguyen has some expert tips for being a frugal student. CP Video Personal finance Video: Money Monitor: Ways to avoid racking up student debt Registered Education Savings Plans are one way to save for those looming tuition fees. Canadian Press reporter Craig Wong has some useful tips on how to best approach an RESP. CP Video Personal Finance Video: Money Monitor: RESP tips to help save for your kids' education My ex has become very vocal about where our son should go to school. I feel that he went from absent father to helicopter parent in a few short months. Thinkstock Video Video: Sorry parents, supporting your kids into adulthood is the new normal As we head toward summer’s end, I invite all parents to push back against the tyranny of the back-to-school season. Skip an item or two on the list your child gets from his or her school. Tell the clothing store offering the “buy one, get one at half price” deals that, thanks very much, you’ll just buy the one shirt or pair of pants. Resist all pressure to “upgrade” perfectly good computers or smartphones. One of the reasons we have so much trouble saving money is that everyday living is getting more expensive all the time. Consider the back-to-school phenomenon, which is now of such importance that consulting firms and banks pay for polls to measure how much money parents and students will spend. Bank of Montreal says its recent survey shows that back-to-school spending this year will rise in line with general retail spending at about 3.5 to 4 per cent. That’s probably double the rate at which those of us lucky enough to get pay increases are seeing. The consultants at Ernst & Young found that people expect to lay out the same amount on clothing, shoes and stationery as they did in 2013, when spending rose 3.7 per cent over the 2012 level. Parents, you can’t avoid back-to-school spending. Supplies such as lined paper, pens and binders or Duo-Tangs are obviously essential. Clothes that fit your kids in the spring may look laughably small today. Computers and even smartphones aren’t a luxury – they’re a productivity tool. But we have to try to moderate this sort of “event spending.” Christmas is the king of events that generate big spending. But it has in recent years been joined by Black Friday, the U.S. post-Thanksgiving shopping frenzy that has been adopted by some Canadian retailers, and Halloween, which the Retail Council of Canada has said is second to Christmas as a spending event. The retail council ranks back-to-school third in spending. The more we spend on these occasions, the more retailers exploit them with sales and promotions to further drive sales. This in turn entrenches the idea that sending children back to school or out trick-or-treating for Halloween should involve lots of shopping and spending. The irony in all of this is that the cost of a lot of the stuff we’re buying for these events costs less than it did years back. My colleague Marina Strauss reported earlier this year that clothing prices had fallen 17.8 per cent from 2002, while overall consumer prices (excluding volatile categories such as food and energy) rose 21 per cent. The cost of technology is also falling, including PCs, laptops, tablets and smartphones. This stuff is getting cheaper, but we’re buying more of it. How many of you own three or four of the following: a desktop PC, a laptop, a tablet and a smartphone? Demand for all these products is stoked partly by their usefulness, partly by their seductive design and partly through a product development cycle that presents us with updated, improved models at regular intervals. Apple’s new iPhone 6 could be introduced just after the beginning of the school year. Back-to-school preparations are an ideal time to push back against event-spending because you can do some good for your own finances while also showing your children how to be informed consumers. Teach them that there are certainly times of the year that we need to spend money – the holiday season, just before school resumes and maybe even Halloween. But we should try to spend intelligently. For example, make separate lists of needs and wants, and get to the wants only after the needs are bought with money to spare. Also, it’s okay not to buy everything The Man tells you to. Remember those purple Duo-Tangs. Follow Rob Carrick on Twitter: @rcarrick   More Related to this Story ROB CARRICK He’s 26 with $32,000 in savings. Here’s how he did it TAX MATTERS Three tax-efficient ways to pay for education Comments Print / License AA In the know Life The problem with vacant homes amid Vancouver’s real estate boom NOW TRENDING Gérard Depardieu reveals shocking past in new book Life The secret to eating a healthy, satisfying breakfast Report on Business Four lessons for founders from the C100 CEO Summit Most popular video » Life The Globe's travel editor shows you how to pack for a trip with carry-on luggage only Video Game over for Olivia Chow? A look at recent Toronto election polls Video The Globe’s Elizabeth Renzetti on why manners at 30,000 feet have flown out the window News 'Some nights, I just cry myself to sleep': Rob Ford on cancer and treatment Report on Business Millennials want it all, just like their parents Video The politics of going to war: What each leader has to lose when it comes to Islamic State and CF-18s Report on Business The Bottom Line: The Canadian dollar could tumble to 83 cents next year Report on Business The Bottom Line: The loonie could tumble to 83 cents next year Life The secret to eating a healthy, satisfying breakfast Arts Globe film critic Liam Lacey explains why genius casting makes 'Gone Girl' a must-watch flick Video Will passenger shaming finally keep misbehaving fliers in check? Globe Drive No, it's not a stealth fighter, it's the new Mercedes S Class ◀ ● ● ● ▶ Highlights Report on Business Winnipeg entrepreneur bets the farm on that other black gold Report on Business Real estate market on pace for hot start to autumn More from The Globe and Mail Report on Business ‘Homecoming’ will make Postmedia’s Godfrey more powerful than ever Life ‘Miracle cures’ such as hemp oil can hurt more than help Most Popular Stories Ford demands apology from Tory for suggesting he is anti-Semitic Three dead after two separate Toronto shootings Now Trending: Gérard Depardieu reveals shocking past in new book Nurse contracts Ebola in Spain as warning sounded on spread to France, U.K. Maple Leafs cut enforcers, reassign Nylander More Top Stories National Manitoba says more than 100 new teachers hired to reduce class sizes Globe Debate Britain’s anti-elite UKIP is doomed to fade into obscurity Hockey Hurricanes forward Skinner diagnosed with concussion after hit in preseason game Destinations Classics This ’62 Corvette’s a champ – despite a wet-and-wild moment with a judge International Business Samsung makes $14.7-billion bet on South Korean chip plant Video John Tory talks 'common sense' transit solutions with The Globe's Editorial Board Newcomer Grant Gustin fast-tracks success as 'The Flash' Self-driving boats? U.S. Navy now testing autonomous patrol vessels Obama says manufacturing 'smack dab' behind efforts for stronger economy Photos Seven Days of Television: October 6 to October 12 Take a look at London's Leadenhall Building connect with us Products Globe Unlimited Digital all access pass across devices. subscribe The Globe and Mail Newspaper Newspaper delivered to your doorstep. subscribe Globe2Go The digital replica of our newspaper. subscribe Globe eBooks A collection of articles by the Globe. subscribe See all Globe Products Advertise with us GlobeLink.ca Your number one partner for reaching Canada's Influential Achievers. learn more Or go directly to: Newspaper Magazine Digital Globe Alliance: extend your reach Globe Edge: custom content Classifieds The Globe at your Workplace Globe Unlimited group license Purchase ROB Top 1000 data Data & research products License content & financial data Our Company About us Work at The Globe Staff Customer Service Contact Us FAQs Customer Care website Digital subscription services Print subscription services Change your delivery address Vacation Stops Globe Recognition Recognition card Mobile Apps News Investing NEWS APP Available for download on the following devices iPhone iPad Android Blackberry INVESTING APP Available for download on the following devices iPhone Blackberry Other Sections Appointments Art Store Births & Announcements Corrections Classifieds Classroom Edition Deaths Newspaper Ads Real Estate Special Reports Site Map Terms & Conditions Privacy Policy Disclaimer Accessibility Policy Community Guidelines Globe sustainability Editorial Code of Conduct Restrictions © Thomson Reuters 2012. All rights reserved. Republication or redistribution of Thomson Reuters content, including by framing or similar means, is prohibited without the prior written consent of Thomson Reuters. Thomson Reuters is not liable for any errors or delays in Thomson Reuters content, or for any actions taken in reliance on such content. ‘Thomson Reuters’ and the Thomson Reuters logo are trademarks of Thomson Reuters and its affiliated companies. Globe Investor is part of The Globe and Mail's Report on Business Selected data supplied by Thomson Reuters.© Thomson Reuters Limited. Click for Restrictions . © Copyright 2014 The Globe and Mail Inc. All Rights Reserved. 444 Front St. W., Toronto,  ON  Canada  M5V 2S9 Phillip Crawley, Publisher Add to Watchlist Add to Watchlist We've run into a glitch. Please try again later. We've run into a glitch. Please try again later. x Customize your reading font XS S M L XL The quick brown fox jumps over the lazy dog The quick brown fox jumps over the lazy dog The quick brown fox jumps over the lazy dog The quick brown fox jumps over the lazy dog The quick brown fox jumps over the lazy dog)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13802,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > March 1998 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 10, Number 5, March 1998 Social Justice Review by Linda Watson “Mrs. Templar (a widow) introduced a resolution dealing with the question of ‘equal pay for equal work with equal privileges for women,’ and asked that the Federation endorse the principle therein expressed. An interesting debate followed…” So began, at the 1919 BCTF Annual General Meeting, the organization’s pursuit of social justice. As teachers, we recognize that the education of children is seriously affected by general social conditions. As a federation, we have articulated numerous policies on social-justice issues. At the same time, we have developed classroom resources, workshops, and other professional-development opportunities for teachers, in an attempt to foster schools and classrooms that model social responsibility. The BCTF commits about $1.1 million a year to its work in social justice. From time to time, we must be prepared to re-examine what we’re doing, to ensure that our work is meeting the needs of teachers and students. This year, the Executive Committee has undertaken a review of our social-justice programs. Two seminars were held in the fall to explore the issues. In early January, locals and committees received the report of the Executive, which outlines two possible options for our future work. The Executive has asked for input from all interested parties before finalizing its recommendation to the 1998 Annual General Meeting. At present, most of the Federation’s work on social justice issues is carried out through the Status of Women Program (S/W) and the Program Against Racism (PAR). These two major programs have ongoing funding, staffing, and contact networks in most locals throughout the province. Their work is supported with current budgets of $329,000 (S/W) and $304,000 (PAR). Status of Women celebrates its 25th anniversary this year; PAR is in its 22nd year. Both programs have achieved remarkable successes over the years, have raised the awareness and changed the behaviour of teachers, students, and communities, and have fostered dedicated teacher activists who continue to energize the Federation’s work. The Federation also has a program dedicated to international outreach. The W.R. Long International Solidarity Fund, supported by targetted funding from the AGM (about $350,000 this year), provides co-operative programs with colleagues in developing countries. Emergent issues often come from locals at the Representative Assembly and the Annual General Meeting, and some short-term funding is provided to address those needs. Additionally, grant programs make funding available to locals or individual members to pursue social-justice projects. Since its recent inception, the Ed May Social Responsibility Fund has received applications for three or four times more money than it can provide (this year, about $35,000). New this year are Anti-Poverty Grants, with $50,000 available for local anti-poverty projects. Over the years, the Federation has been able to secure external funding for such projects as the Gender Equity Guide, Race Relations Leadership Camps, and Family Violence Prevention. In recent years, locals have asked the Federation to take on new work in poverty, violence, First Nations education, and homophobia. These are contemporary concerns that many teachers feel have a significant impact on children and their learning. There is a concern that we have only small amounts of funding available for emergent issues, or that our efforts don’t always reach the classroom. To address these issues, without losing sight of our longstanding goals in gender and racial equity, the Executive is considering two options. Option A Maintain the present structures of our established programs, while adding a third major program called the Social Justice Program. Its mandate would be to advise on policy matters and to implement a program of activites for all new issues. There would be no change to our current S/W and PAR programs, and the Ed May Fund and the committees on the Rights of Children and International Solidarity would also continue. Sufficient funding would have to be allocated to allow the new Social Justice Program to more adequately address emerging issues than we are able to at present. Option B Reorganize our work into an integrated model, within a Social Justice Department that would co-ordinate the work of all our social-justice initiatives. A provincial Social Justice Advisory Committee would replace the separate provincial committees of PAR, S/W, and Children’s Rights, ideally with members from those committees forming the core of the new group. Levels of funding would be maintained. There would be less emphasis on provincial-level meetings and structures, and more emphasis on providing funding to locals to pursue social-justice issues that are identified as local priorities. The Ed May Fund and the International Solidarity Fund would continue as at present. Our longstanding objectives on gender equity and anti-racism would continue in the new format, joined by new goals on emerging issues. The department’s mandate would be to advise on all social-responsibility issues, to develop and support programs of activities both provincially and locally, and to recommend the distribution of local project grants. Considerable funding would be available for local work. The Executive Committee will consider all of the input received from locals, committees, school staffs, and individual members as it formulates a recommendation to the Annual General Meeting. A supplement to Reports and Resolutions will be issued with the Social Justice Review Report and the Executive recommendation. The supplementary report should arrive in locals about one week after the R and R books arrive. At the AGM, local delegates will shape the future of our work on social justice. In 1998, as in 1919, it’s a debate worthy of the profession and of our goals for a just society. Linda Watson is the BCTF’s second vice-president. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=10108,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 5, April 2003 Coquitlam trustees approve district business company by Kathleen Thomson Coquitlam trustees approved the formation of a privatized School District No. 43 Business Company at its February 18 school board meeting, with three trustees opposed: Debra Burton, John Keryluk, and Julie Rogers. Voting in favour were: Gail Alty, Holly Butterfield (chair), Melissa Hyndes, Brian Robinson, Gerri Wallis, and Keith Watkins. In addition, despite requests by CTA, CUPE, Council of Canadians, and Riverside Secondary School student presenters to allow for public consultation before a decision of this magnitude was finalized, Trustees Alty, Hyndes, Robinson, Wallis, and Watkins voted against consultation, thus ensuring it would not happen. Here are some facts that teachers should be aware of: • Privatized endeavours approved. The creation of the Business Company allows the board to proceed with its plans to establish a totally privatized International Education College at Winslow Centre (Continuing Ed will be moved to the closed Montgomery Elementary School). It also permits the board to proceed with plans to privatize audiology and tutoring services, expand learning opportunities for a fee, and, in fact, engage in any number of business initiatives that subsidiary companies associated with the Board Business Company approve. • No public accountability: Neither the legislation allowing such companies nor the policy governing the Coquitlam Business Company mandates any public accountability whatsoever. In fact, both the secretary-treasurer and the superintendent indicated to me that information on, for example, the company’s "business plans" or staffing for the proposed college would not necessarily be provided to partner groups. Superintendent Doerksen said that, as superintendent, she would not be permitted under company rules to provide the CTA president with any information on college staffing and that she could talk about the issue only in her role as a "director of School District No. 43 Business Company"! This was perhaps the most disturbing announcement made during the trustees’ meeting. It would appear that, for the first time in the history of this district, the superintendent is not obliged to inform the CTA on something as basic as staffing. • Control of business decisions given over to subsidiary company directors. When pressed, the secretary-treasurer explained that real control of business decisions will not rest with the district business company; in truth, control will be in the hands of subsidiary companies with whom the business company will sign contracts. From this information, it can be concluded that the subsidiary companies are not accountable in any way to partner groups or the public interest at large. Simply put, this means that our school district’s business decisions will literally become the property of strangers who will not necessarily care about the ideals of public education. • Government relieved of responsibility to fund public education. By approving the business company and privatized revenue generation, trustees have given government the message that it is no longer government’s responsibility to fund public education because private business ventures will take care of funding. It is very sad—indeed, inexplicable—that trustees would not approve further consultation with partner groups. It is also unfortunate that the majority of trustees were so woefully uninformed about the very real and well-documented dangers inherent in privatizing a public education system. Indeed, the secretary-treasurer responded to fears around the implications for future control and ownership of public education that NAFTA and free trade agreements threaten, with a supposedly reassuring and entirely superficial commentary of only one or two minutes. Presenters, including the CTA, felt overall that their appeals to trustees to delay a decision until such time as detailed information and genuine consultation could occur were regarded as merely a nuisance in the heedless march toward privatizing what has always been treasured as a public good. Stay tuned for more information on the implications of School District No. 43 Business Company. Where will it get its assets? What about company liabilities? Who will ensure that business ventures are ethical? Kathleen Thomson is president of the Coquitlam Teachers’ Association and member-at-large of the BCTF Executive Committee. Source: Coquitlam Teachers’ Association Newsletter, #23, February 20, 2003. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7838&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 2, October 2004 Wear it loud and wear it proud by Tracey Sweetapple and Lisa Cecile Covering up—nodding yes—faking it—avoiding eye contact. Trying to fit in. Forgetting hearing aids. Saying the batteries are dead. Offering an endless list of excuses to appear to be hearing and therefore "normal." Trying to fit in with the larger, hearing, mainstream population can be tiring, overwhelming, and anxiety inducing. That is the message students learned from the deaf and hard of hearing (d&hh) adults who presented at the Second Annual Conference for Deaf and Hard of Hearing Students at Okanagan University College, May 26–28, 2004. Students were reminded of the need to connect with others who understand hearing loss in order to develop a healthy identity. "This was an amazing opportunity for all of the d&hh youth to network, learn from one another, and develop new friendships. It was obvious that the students really enjoyed themselves!" – Melissa Campbell (presenter) Students with hearing loss, typically educated without d&hh peers, often feel they must mesh with the hearing world, rather than the other way around. The conference, implemented to support the academic, social, and emotional needs of the d&hh students, provides them with a sense of community that is not always possible in their daily lives. With the support of their hearing resource teachers, d&hh students from Vernon planned and fundraised for months to develop a conference program that would be educational and fun. "You, the teachers and parents, should all be proud of these young people, and they themselves should be smiling to know they are doing everything right in order to grow up to become leaders in our communities and country." – Dennis Robertson (presenter) On May 26, students checked in at the Similkameen dorms at the OUC North Kelowna Campus. The evening was paced with activities to get the 27 students working together, building team spirit, and creating a lively sense of adventure. Students, divided into house teams, had to find members of their team by sporting the team scarf from their conference registration package. Instructed to "Wear it loud, and wear it proud!" students did just that. Team relay races were held outside, and then a Karaoke machine, connected with a PowerPoint projector and Radium Soundfield system, was given a workout. Students received points for their team by being positive, supportive, helpful, and brave enough to sing. "The conference was a huge success. Our students had the time of their lives!" – Melanie Thomas and Don McVicar (teachers) Presentations the next day included audiograms, a hands-on FM session, assistive listening technology (ASL), hearing-assist dogs, and early childhood education and signing for babies. For the final session of the day, students took a workshop on makeup, pedicure, fly-fishing, guitar-playing, or soccer. It was a tremendous way to cap off the day, and the response from students was enthusiastic. The evening’s activities included another round of Karaoke and viewing Cheaper by the Dozen shown on the wall with the use of a PowerPoint projector, DVD player in a laptop computer connected with a Radium Soundfield System. "Thanks a lot to all of the teachers of the deaf and hard of hearing. We love you all. It’s been nice and means a lot." – Victoria Nattrall (student) "My students had a wonderful time and want to go again next year and stay in the dorm. And we will...[he] is a different child since be has seen the campus." – Karen Matheson (teacher) "Thank you very much for a wonderful time." – Kimberley Browett (student) On the last morning of the conference, Sandra Vandenhoff, from Phonak, spoke about her life as a hard-of-hearing person and offered personal words of advice for students. The session concluded with a panel discussion by four d&hh adults, who freely gave of themselves and their experiences. It is amazing how, through this one event, students’ perceptions could be changed. One student said she realized she was hurting only herself by not wearing her hearing aids and FM; that she should not be embarrassed or ashamed to ask others to support her listening needs. Another student said that the experience had changed her life and that she now knew what she wanted to be. Yet another seemed to undergo an overnight transformation from shy and withdrawn to animated and involved. The power of numbers and the strength derived from others who have similar needs is what inclusion is all about. Through this conference, students had the opportunity to learn from and connect with others who have the same needs. Our thanks to the presenters and sponsors. The students left the conference with an identity that they can wear loud and proud. Tracey Sweetapple and Lisa Cecile work in the Vernon School District.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7112&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 1, September 2005 On being well: Now that summer is over by Julia Johnson The September school bell that proclaims the start of another school year also signals the end to the long, lazy days of summer. In June, most teachers envisage the summer months will provide them with time to rest, relax, and reflect while pursuing activities that bring them joy in the hope they will be able to re-enter classrooms rejuvenated and inspired. For many this vision of summer is often thwarted by the busyness of either planned or unexpected activities that squander precious time. A vision of summer renewal, not materialized, will nibble away at whatever energy reserves one has as soon as the ever-increasing demands, expectations, and never-ending jobs appear on the to-do list. Maintaining a sense of peace, and calm in the eye of September’s turmoil is a challenge if one wishes to approach the teaching year with more than survival in mind. The challenge of being well within the stressful environment of today’s educational arena requires that we change our thoughts about what is important and what is not. Such a reflection can begin with a careful examination of "the list" that dictates how your time will be used. If your list does not address your needs for achieving a vision of personal wellness, then your list is making requirements that will ensure you have a year fraught with unrest and poor health. Taking precedent over all things, regardless if the demands are work-based or home-based, is the need to take care of oneself. To most people, taking care of yourself means looking after your physical well being. This is important because poor physical health is a hindrance to achieving one’s dreams. A regime that keeps our muscles and cells fine-tuned should be at the top of the list—exercise is the most effective way to reduce stress. When a regular routine of physical exertion such as walking, swimming, running, biking, or golfing fits into the natural rhythm of your day, a habit for optimal health takes root. A simple decision to make physical exercise a part of each day becomes a goal that reaps a healthy lifestyle. For some people reconnecting with the spirit that nurtures the soul is a way of reducing stress, minimizing the aggravations of a day, and restoring peaceful energy. There are many ways to experience spirit and because this activity is very personal, no one method is better than another. However, engaging in an activity that enables you to hear the voice of your heart and soul, to hear the voice of truth and justice, to hear the harmonious beat of your life as it interacts with the surrounding life of plant and animal, will help you clarify issues that get clouded when debated by people with vested interests. Finding a few minutes in a day to close your mind to the outside world nurtures your spirit and restores your energy. Some people find solace and renewal connecting with family and friends. Life becomes simpler surrounded by the love and laughter of those who care about you. Frustration, anxiety, disappointment, and criticism seem less important when we remember that the people we care about will always be there. Each day provides opportunities to show by thought, word, and deed that we value, respect, and cherish those who are dear to us. Daily nurturing a dependable circle of friends fosters social well-being and provides a safety net. Today’s educational settings are often hotbeds of emotional unrest that breed ill health and disease. Some people, concerned for their emotional well-being, live by the words of the Serenity Prayer: "Grant me the serenity to accept the things I can not change, courage to change the things I can, and wisdom to know the difference." Living by these words requires daily reflection that enables us to let go of things that we have no control over and allows us to focus attention on areas where we can make a difference. When moments of thoughtful reflection are paired with the regular emptying of emotional baggage, emotional health is nurtured. Many people attend to their wellness needs by searching for and accepting new challenges. When the brain is stimulated with new learning, we become inspired and energized. Daily problems that once consumed our minds become less significant when our thoughts focus on perfecting a new skill. Stretching the brain muscle by learning something new addresses the intellectual well-being of our makeup. Wellness is definitely more than being physically fit. As the school year unfolds with its many demands, remembering that being well is a many-faceted state will help you to prioritize the items on your to-do list. And may the pursuit of wellness in the intellectual emotional, social, spiritual, and physical domains top your list of things to do. Let this be the year you succeed in achieving your goal to be well. Julia Johnson, a learning resource teacher at Red Bluff School, in Quesnel, is a BCTF PD wellness associate. johnsonj@abccom.bc.ca.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=24886&printPage=true,BCTF News Releases  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2012 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  January 17, 2012 Teachers table new reduced package to kick-start negotiations View news release video here. In an effort to break the logjam in the ongoing labour dispute, today the BC Teachers’ Federation is bringing a new reduced package of proposals to the provincial bargaining table. With this package, the BCTF has moved significantly from its opening position, dropping some initial proposals altogether and trimming others. “Ever since bargaining opened last spring, we have clearly expressed to government and the BC Public School Employers’ Association that we are seeking a freely negotiated settlement that leads to better learning conditions for students and provides fair and reasonable improvements for teachers,” said BCTF President Susan Lambert. “Unfortunately, government and BCPSEA keep coming to the table empty-handed and at the same time demanding that teachers give up fundamental employment rights. In almost 70 bargaining sessions they have refused to budge from this unfair and untenable position,” Lambert said. “By contrast, today we are making a significant move toward the kind of compromise that we all know is needed for negotiations to succeed. I sincerely hope that the government will come back to the table prepared to take commensurate steps to modify its position. There’s a lot at stake for schools, students, parents, and teachers. We are ready to do our part to reach a fair and reasonable deal.” The package tabled today proposes a three-year agreement, with a salary increase based on a cost of living allowance in the first year, and COLA plus market adjustments over the next two years: Year 1:              3% COLA plus 0% Years 2 and 3:  3% COLA plus 3% market adjustment The package also proposes modest improvements to benefits, which have not changed in 18 years, and to preparation time, which is crucial to providing students with individual attention and learning tailored to special needs. The overall cost would be about $300 million, a far cry from the enormously exaggerated figures that have repeatedly been put out by BCPSEA. “Yes, $300 million is a lot of money,” Lambert acknowledged, “but look at the scale of the endeavour. Our public schools serve children in every community across our vast province. Quality public education is the most important investment any society can make, an investment in the future.” She added: “It’s certainly a lot less than the cost of the stadium roof I see every day from my office window! And it’s less than the amount the BC Liberals have been able to take away from public education every year since 2002, when they illegally stripped our collective agreement of class-size and composition guarantees.” Lambert urged government and the employer to look at the evidence of the large and growing gap between the salaries of BC teachers and their counterparts in the rest of Canada. “If they do, they'll understand why our members overwhelmingly reject net zero,” she said. Teachers in Alberta make $20,000 more than in BC, while those in Ontario make $15,000 more. BC teachers have taken zeros in recent years, and more would simply widen the income gap. “Net zero amounts to a pay cut, while a cost of living adjustment is essentially a wage freeze. It’s perfectly reasonable that BC teachers want to keep up with inflation and move a little way towards catching up with teachers in other provinces,” Lambert said. “BC’s economy is stronger than most, yet other provincial governments have set their priorities to invest in classrooms, teachers, and kids, not to cut education budgets.” Lambert called on Education Minister George Abbott to stop disavowing any responsibility for the outcome of the negotiations. “If he is sincere in his message about respect for the teaching profession, the minister should give BCPSEA a new mandate to reach a fair settlement, and stop speculating about imposing a legislated contract,” she said. “The value of a negotiated agreement lies in beginning to rebuild the relationship between BC teachers and the provincial government.” Lambert noted that relations have been strained between the BC Liberals and the BCTF since 2002, when then-Education Minister Christy Clark brought in unconstitutional legislation to strip teachers’ collective agreements of all guarantees for smaller classes and services to students with special needs. Despite the BCTF’s successful Charter challenge in BC Supreme Court, the government still refuses to restore these protections for quality learning conditions. “Teachers are looking back on a decade of contract stripping which enabled the government to take about $336 million out of the education budget annually. It’s been a decade of struggling to do more with less,” Lambert said. “We’ve seen schools close, libraries close, thousands fewer teachers, services to students cut to the bone—it’s got to stop! It’s time to reinvest in public education.”     -  30  - For more information, contact Nancy Knickerbocker, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell).)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9390,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 19, Number 2, October 2006 Graduation portfolios: Concerns raised On July 25, 2006, Minister of Education Shirley Bond, announced that the graduation portfolio would not be mandatory for Grade 12 students graduating in the 2006–07 school year. Grade 12 students who do not complete their portfolios this year will be given an SG (Standing Granted) instead of a letter grade, and receive four credits. An SG does not carry a percentage or a letter grade and does not affect the student’s GPA (grade point average). Grade 12 students who opt to complete their portfolios can choose whether to have the per cent and letter grade on their final transcripts, or an SG (Standing Granted). Grade 12 students who choose to take an SG for grad portfolio do not have to complete their 30 hours of work or volunteer experience. Some schools and districts are trying to keep the portfolio mandatory for their Grade 12s this year, although graduation requirements are a matter of provincial policy and Dogwood graduation certificates are awarded by the province. Others are strongly "encouraging" students to complete their grad portfolios. It is important that districts, schools, and teachers communicate to this year’s Grade 12 students and their parents, in an honest and straightforward manner, that they have the option of not completing the portfolio, taking Standing Granted, and getting four credits. There has been no change to the Planning 10 course and the ministry expects Grade 11 students to continue working on their portfolios. Staffing that is freed up as a result of the portfolio not being mandatory for this year’s graduates should be used to reduce class size and address class-composition issues. Bond further announced that ministry staff would be reviewing the portfolio program from September to November 2006. Contact your local for information on these meetings. When the grad portfolio was first proposed as a grad requirement, the response was overwhelmingly negative. Teachers were very much in favour of portfolio assessment, but very much opposed to a cross-curricular or extra-curricular portfolio becoming a graduation requirement. The main reasons for the opposition were: the complex and unwieldy nature of the portfolio the lack of funding for implementation the potential barrier to graduation for our most vulnerable students, which is an equity issue. Concerns were also raised by other educational partner organizations including principals, superintendents, school boards, parents, and students. For more information go to bctf.ca/IssuesInEducation.aspx?id=6246. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8944&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 16, Number 3, January/February 2004   Classified Advertising TRAVEL/VACATION MAUI Privately owned, beautiful fully furn. 2 bd., 2 bath condo, across from Kamaole beaches. Great complex, great location. 250-598-6955, F: 250-598-6965. KIHEI, MAUI Large selection of fully equipped condos. Great beaches. Near shopping centre. Call Alf 604-291-1751, Fax: 604-291-9773, kihei@telus.net BLACKCOMB Luxury, sleeps 4. ski in/ out. 604-929-6589, www.at-blackcomb.com FRANCE privately owned, beautiful furn. 1 bd. central Paris; Provence lovely furnished house close to Avignon. Wkly/monthly. ir_roland@hotmail.com, 604-738-1876 or 604-298-3904. WHISTLER Alta Lake, waterfront, 1 bd. condo, 1 km to village, sleeps 4, F/P, TV/ VCR, summer/winter rates 604-298-2070. WHISTLER GETAWAY Pinecrest Estates, 5 bd. 1400 sq.ft. cabin. sauna, deck with BBQ, fully equip. kitchen. D/W, W/D, wood stove (wood provided). Rates from $170/nt. (seasonal). glush@shaw.ca or Jill or Gerry 604-936-3346. TOFINO Chesterman Beach across the street. Cozy cottage, fully equip., avail. year-round, $100/night (seasonal), $80 off season. 604-581-3964. WHISTLER Alta Lake, waterfront, 1 bd. condo, 1 km to village, sleeps 4, F/P, TV/ VCR, summer/winter rates 604-298-2070. SUNSHINE COAST (Halfmoon Bay) cozy cedar cottage, sleeps 4-6, fantastic ocean view, F/P, BBQ. Call 604-885-7606 or www.blackberrycottagebc.com QUEEN CHARLOTTE ISLANDS. Fabulous "mothership" kayaking, wilderness adventure, unforgettable experiences. 1-888-559-8317, www.island.net/~archipel. BLACKCOMB Luxury 2 bd/loft, 3 bath, sleeps 7, ski-in/out. 604-940-0156. LONG BEACH Furnished 2 bd. suite, sleeps 6. Pets on approval. Near Ucluelet, 10 min. drive from Pacific Rim Park. 250-726-2311, www.island.net/~s-kayak WHISTLER 1 bd. condo (Whistler Creekside) sleeps 4, F/P, hot tub, swimming pool, sauna. Kitchen fully equip. Undergr. parking. Close to lift and stores. Call early to book and avoid disappointment. Call Jan at 604-530-0958. MAYNE ISLAND Sunny retreat, 2 bd. & loft, fully equipped, N/S, 1 blk. from Dinner Bay Park. Call 604-264-1855, 604-838-5995. WHISTLER, Alta Lake Getaway. Tranquility, only min. from the village. Sleeps 6, F/P, canoe. Call 604-850-1017 or 604-941-7302. Visit www.members.shaw.ca/ruhl WHISTLER TOWNHOUSE Sleeps 8, fully equip. 604-985-7669 or Gary 604-669-7212. SAN JOSE DEL CABO Two 1-bd. condos for rent. On golf course. 5 min. walk to beach. 250-724-0893, 250-723-4737. WHISTLER Creekside townhouse for rent. Sleeps 8, 2 baths, view of Alpha Lake. 604-535-3447. SPRING BREAK, Mar. 19—24, Washington, Resort on Wapato Point, Lake Chelan, 1 bd., sleeps 5, 5 hr. drive from Vancouver. $900.cdn, 604-522-1109. DISCOVER FRANCE ON TWO WHEELS! Explore the river valleys of France, cycle through fields of sunflowers, past magnificent chateaux and picturesque villages. Guided by the unbound enthusiasm of a Francophile teacher, the 10-day tours depart July 7th for Burgundy; and July 20th and 31st to the Loire. www.travellers-tale.com, E-mail info@ travellers-tale.com Exclusive to Panorama Travel 1-800-320-3377, BC Reg #2683. COTTAGE AT SECRET COVE (Sunshine Coast) waterfront cottage near Sechelt for daily or weekly rental, fully equipped, 2 bd. private, quiet. Call Leigh 604-885-1921 or A Cottage at Secret Cove, www.bigpacific.com MEXICO SPRING BREAK! Puerto Vallarta 5-star luxury beachfront accom.–half price. Other dates/locations avail. 604-534-4729. DIVERS PARADISE BnB located in lovely south kona on the big island of Hawaii. Only 2 rooms of this 3 bd. bed & breakfast are rented out. All rooms have 180-degree spectacular ocean views, not to mention 3 acres of beautiful tropical landscapes in which to stroll and a very secluded private beach nearby the property to watch the dolphins. A hearty breakfast is served each morning. All rooms have ensuite private baths, private enterace, and private lanai. Call (808) 328-8073 or see our website www.diversparadisebnb.com QUALICUM BEACH. Dandelion Cottage. 1 bd., full kitchen, private suite, Cozy & comfortable, peaceful, near beach. Winter wkend specials, wkly & mthly rates. 250-752-5127 www.geocities.com/dandelioncottageca/ MAYNE ISLAND. Sunny retreat, 2bd. & loft, fully equipped, N/S, 1 blk. from Dinner Bay Park. Call 604-264-1855, 604-838-5995. WHISTLER condo. Sleeps 4, views, close to village, all amenities. 604-943-9423. TIBET cultural trek/tour. 30-days July 2004. Small group. Nepal, Mt. Kailas, Lhasa, Katmandu. www.facetofacetraveltours.com 250-247-7652. GABRIOLA COTTAGE Private, 2 bd., sleeps 6, kitchen, yard, sandy beach access, ideal for young children, N/P, N/S. $725 wkly. Call 250-247-9883, E-mail boysen@shaw.ca, www.gabriolacottage.netfirms.com EDUCTORS B & B TRAVEL NETWORK $34 a night for two! 6,000 B&Bs worldwide. Educators hosting educators since 1986. "A great service, we were overwhelmed by the kindness and hospitality of our hosts!" David & Alice, both professors, Halifax, NS. See our complete membership directory and join online at www.educatorstravel.com Box 5279, Eugene, OR 97405, 1-800-377-3480. Fun, Friends, and adventure with fellow educators! COZY STUDIO WHISTLER by River of Golden Dreams, F/P, TV/VCR, fully equip. Sleeps 3, N/S, N/P. Avail. wkly and wkends. Call Suzanne 604-931-8535, sbilodeau@sd43.bc.ca KELOWNA Executive lakefront house, downtown, fully equipped, private dock, boat lift, sleeps 6-8, quiet area, avail. year round, ManhattenPointVacations@shaw.ca, 250-762-8138. EASTERN TURKEY ADVENTURE 17-day tour Sept. 20—Oct. 6/04, hosts, retired Edmonton public teachers Merv & Barbara Lutes. "You’ve seen the west, now see the rest!" Early booking discount avail. 604-535-5183, lutesara@yahoo.ca or www.rostad.com for details. BAJA MEXICO privately owned 2 bd. house on 3/4 acre with private gardens. Located in village of Cabo Pulmo on Sea of Cortez, 1.5 hr. north of Los Cabos airport. Views of sea and mountains. Short walk to safe, sandy beach with coral reef. Wireless Internet avail. See www.paradisewithanoceanview.com or phone 604-221-1990. BOWEN ISLAND Country home avail. Spring Break (Mar 6-20) and Summer (daily, wkly, mthly) View, BBQ, quiet, near beach, ferry. Ideal for day trips and relaxation. 604-947-9813. LOOKING FOR VACATION HOMES? Visit beautiful Quadra Island. Cozy cottages in the woods to waterfront homes, check choice at www.quadraislandvacationrentals.com MARRIOTT DESERT SPRING VILLA Palm Desert. Mar 6-13. Luxury 5 star Resort & Spa. Sleeps 2 adults or 2 adults & 2 small children. $1500US. 604-338-9823. PARKSVILLE Fully furnished townhouse, Rathtrevor Beach. 3 bd., 3 bath, steps to sandy beach. members.shaw.ca/twoodrent18, 250-727-6985. FOR RENT/EXCHANGE VICTORIA Large 2 bd. adult-oriented townhouse. On major bus routes & close to UVic, downtown, malls and tourist attr. Avail. July 2—Aug. 25/04. N/S. N/P $ negotiable. 250-414-0303. VANCOUVER Clean, bright, quiet, centrally located condos at Robson & Bute. 1 bd. $75/single, 2 bd $85/single (single daily/ wkly/mthly rate) dbemc@hotmail.com, 604-608-4268. TEACHER EXCHANGE TEACHER EXCHANGE SCOTLAND High School technology co-ordinator 2005. Exchange contact Iain at hanjam@hotmail.com TEACHER EXCHANGE ONTARIO Elem. core French teacher seeks same for 1 yr. job and home exchange through Canadian Education Exchange Foundation. I live in Toronto, teach in Mississauga. Prefer Surrey/White Rock/ Langley/Abbotsford area. Will consider Vancouver or Gr. Vancouver area. My condo best suits single or couple. Contact robson8451@rogers.com or 416-979-845. RESOURCES GRAPPLE—GET HOOKED on prefixes, suffixes and roots! Teaching how words work? Here’s a fun new way to learn! GRAPPLE allows up to five players to form words combining cards from three separate decks. Who can get rid of all their cards first? Find out more at www.serendipitygames.net MANUAL FOR PARAGRAPH & ESSAY WRITING Designed for teachers/parents of weaker or remedial students. To order, send $10.75 plus $1.60 postage to Avstan Publications, #18, 8533 Broadway St., Chilliwack, BC V2P 5V4. Ph/Fax: 604-792-0839. RHYME, READ & WRITE© …teaching early literacy skills K-2 through the magic of rhyme. Reproducible materials for teachers and students. Over 60 theme-related rhyme packages. $10 ea. or 3/$25 plus shipping. thecupboard@dccnet.com, www.theclassroomcupboard.com SCIENCE ACTIVITIES for the visual learner. Designed for Junior Science and Senior Biology in B.C. To order, phone 604-852-0923 or e-mail davidhague@uniserve.com, www.visuallearner.ca HONEYBEE CENTRE for unforgettable field trips and free IRPs. Call 604-575-BEES (2337) Surrey, BC. ALPHASONGS 26 songs produced by Kindergarten teacher/professional musician. Designed to help beginning readers master alphabet, phonemic awareness. Blues, rock, country, pop. Positive effect on reading. Useful in Kindergarten, Grade 1, ESL, speech. $20 plus S&H. Paul 604-850-6748, f: 604-850-5370, info@annieape.com NEW HARDCOVER Canadian Communications Technology textbook. Print and CD-ROM versions for students and teachers. Visit www. digitaloverdrive.ca or call 905-332-5712 NEW MATH KITS for intermediate classrooms. www.edumathresources.com MISCELLANEOUS www.localtutorlink.com RETIRING? Undecided about the Joint Life Option? Order Choosing the Right Options, a straightforward guide/workbook for selecting the best option for your situation. Cost: $15 (taxes incl.) Mail Ken Smith, 5120 Ewart St., Burnaby, BC V5J 2W2 or call BCTF Lesson Aids. MASTER OF SPECIAL EDUCATION by coursework offered by Flinders University of S. Australia is recognized by the B.C. Teacher Qualification Service. The degree is available entirely in distance mode. Applications are invited now for commencement of study in 2004. More information at: http://ehlt-online. flinders.edu.au/bc or from the program co-ordinator, Bernice.Burnip@flinders.edu.au TRAVEL & TEACH ENGLISH OVERSEAS. Jobs $$ guaranteed, great pay. TESOL certified in 5 days in-class (or online or by correspondence). Attend a free info seminar. Free infopack. 1-888-270-2941 or www.globaltesol.com PETER AUSTEN’S EVEREST EXPERIENCE® offers KEYNOTES and is THE leadership/ teambuilding seminar for professional development. Details and VIDEOS at www.austeneverest.com, e-mail: peter@austeneverest.com VARIETY—THE CHILDREN’S CHARITY OF BC Working with children is your special passion. Leave a legacy in your will for BC’s special kids. It will be your gift of a lifetime, providing you and your estate with significant tax benefits. Confirm now or call for more information. Speak with Peter Chipman, toll free 1-800-381-2040 or e-mail: peter.chipman@variety.bc.ca TEACHERS work online. $500—$2000+ PT/FT, www.agoldmineonline.com EARN $5000 MONTHLY with your teaching skills. Free report. Moore, 193 Balmoral, Brantford, ON N3R 7S2. FOR SALE. 1998, 25’ Aerolite family trailer. V.g. condition, sleeps 6, bunks, fully equipped. One family owner. $13,500. Surrey 604-535-3447. LIVE IN THE GULF ISLANDS! Beautiful retirement environment on Gabriola Island! Easy access. Only 20 min. from Nanaimo. Visit online at www.realestate-gabriola.com to see for yourself! Buy now, retire later! Email: jheira@realestate-gabriola.com or phone 1-800-205-8080. Jheira Springford, Coast Realty (Gabriola Village). NEW CARS & LIGHT DUTY TRUCKS for teachers to purchase at the lowest dealer cost. All factory incentive programs can be arranged. All vehicles will be registered to you, the purchaser. The New Car Purchase Plan for BC teachers was established in 1973 by Robert Montgomery. Call toll free 1-800-307-4808 or send a fax to 1-888-307-1230. Give me your best price and I will better it. That is a promise! WANTED Persons to buy 20 yr. business leading educational cultural tours once yearly to Mediterranean countries or elsewhere. Wonderful Retirement Activity! All materials, expertise, assistance for you to start. Easy! 604-922-0689, Fax 604-925-4170. FUN! MAKE FRIENDS & MONEY TOO! Newly retired teacher/specialists in Vancouver, Whistler, and Victoria with executive style homes, are needed to host and mentor international business people, professionals and career-minded young adults for 1 or 2 wk. assignments 604-683-4375, info@homestay.bc.ca, www.homestay.bc.ca FOR SALE 1992 Parkmodel trailer, Mt. Baker foothills. Addition, deck, furnished, landscaped, $60,000 US, www.laketyee.org, j.p.cambrey@shaw.ca, 604-538-6979. VARICOSE & SPIDER VEIN Treatment Free consultation, Dr. Chao Yu, MD, member of Canadian Society of Phlebology and American College of Phlebology. Lower Mainland Treatment Centres, 3994 E. Hastings St. Burnaby 604-298-7806 or #56, 2991 Lougheed Hwy Coquitlam 604-945-7819. EARN EXTRA MONEY Work at home. Tele-sales people needed for innovative education company. Earn approx. $100/sale. See www.pro-d.com for details. TEACHERS WANTED for University Preparation program: We are actively recruiting Math and Information Technology teachers for a University in the United Arab Emirates. If you have a Masters Degree and at least 3 years experience, visit our web page for more information: instructorsabroad.com or phone us today (604) 922-2452.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=32677,BCTF News Releases  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources   For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development News Release Archives 2014  2013  2012    2011 2010  2009  2008 2007  2006  Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2014 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  April 23, 2014 Jim Iker's statement on recess cancellations In response to teachers’ low-level Stage 1 job action, 10 school districts including Prince George and Central Okanagan (Kelowna) have taken the unnecessary and inappropriate step of cancelling recess. The vast majority of school districts across BC have not cancelled recess and those that have should reconsider. Principals, Vice-Principals, and excluded staff are more than capable of supervising the playground for 15 minutes each day.  Supervision was one of the issues addressed at the Labour Relations Board between the BC Public School Employers’ Association and the BCTF. The subsequent Labour Relations Board order states: “With respect to any before/after school, recess or noon hour supervision normally provided by teachers, before/after school supervision related only to bus drop off and pick-up, and recess and noon hour supervision will continue to be provided by teachers subject to the Employer utilizing management and excluded staff to the best extent possible to replace teachers for these activities.” The school districts that have cancelled recess have done so because it is inconvenient to Principals and management staff. They have not even tried to find coverage as per the order from the Labour Relations Board. Teachers’ Stage 1 job action is administrative in nature only. Any recess cancellations falls squarely on the shoulders of school districts unwilling to move their staff around. Furthermore, teachers will continue to do previously scheduled voluntary activities. As such, there is no reason for any districts to cancel events, trips, or extra-curricular activities. -  30  - For more information, contact Rich Overgaard, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell). Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=27107,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 7, May/June 2012   Classified advertising  TRAVEL/VACATION  FRANCE. Ultimate vacations, privately owned, beautiful furn. 1 bdrm. central Paris. Wkly/mthly. 604-738-1876, 604-879-4936, irene.roland@gmail.com, www.ultimateparis.com  MAUI HAWAII, Great S. Kihei location, 1 bdrm. with ocean view, across the street from great beaches. For more information 209-599-5248 or www.maui342.com  KIHEI, MAUI, Privately owned, beautiful fully furn. 2 bdrm, 2 bath condo, across from Kamaole Beaches. Great complex, Great location. 250-598-6955. PUERTO VALLARTA Bright, clean, quiet, 1 bdrm, 2 blks from beach, downtown, $350/wk., mnthly rates. 604-608-4268, dbemc@hotmail.com  GULF ISLANDS Deluxe waterfront cottage, 1 bd./sleeps 4, winter and summer rates, call Alma 250-629-3008, www.ainsliepointcottage.com  SOUTH OF FRANCE villa in lively, lovely market town of Limoux. 4 bdrms. Sleeps 8. 2 bathrooms. All mod cons. Near lake and river swimming and historic Carcassonne. Great rates. Deep discounts for long-term, off-season. www.southoffrancerental.com  QUADRA ISLAND private cabin for 2. Panoramic ocean, mountain view, soaker tub, www.lunavista.ca   WATERFRONT CONDO Birch Bay, WA. 2 bdrm, 2 bath, for week or weekend rentals. Complex has indoor pool, hot tub, games room. $150/night or $900/wk (plus $50 cln. fee), birchbayrentals.com or call Teresa@ 604-831-4080. TRANQUIL SEASIDE retreat. Quadra Island. Full facilities and Internet. Serene mountain and oceanview. www.otterhouse.ca  FRANCE FRANCE 2012 holiday rental. Well renovated converted barn & stone houses in ancient, traditional vineyard village, SW France. Great walking, cycling, food, wine, Cathar castles. C$810/C$1110/wk. per family. U 18. E-mail mjcapper@hotmail.com, visit www.ourhouseinfrance.com.au  RELAX and rejuvenate on Quadra Island. Beautiful 3 bdm. home. Available July and August for weekly rental. www.fernwoodgardens.ca  DEEP BAY. Waterfront 2 bdrm cottage, Deep Bay, Vancouver Island, overlooking Denman, Hornby Islands. Relaxing, private. Sleeps 4–6 people, N/S, N/P. Available June to September. 604-939-0121 or joyce.buckham@shaw.ca  COTSWOLDS England: single/ couple, gorgeous walks at your doorstep, e-mail: lynette@coulter.plus.com  SUD CHARENTE France: single/couple, who wish a quiet retreat, e-mail lynette@coulter.plus.com  SUMMER HIKING ADVENTURES hosted by Rainbow Mountain Outfitting, the exclusive outfitter in the Rainbow Range since 1985. Join us for a 7-day horse supported hike in the Rainbow Mountains of Tweedsmuir Park. Guided by an experienced back country guide, hike this wilderness park with just a day pack while camp and gear are transported by pack horse. For more information: www.rainbowadventuresbc.com – 1-866-742-3539. GOLF KELOWNA Stay in a relaxing 2 bdrm. suite, e-mail: tttbohn@hotmail.com or call 778-753-4889. SUNSHINE COAST modern 2 bdrm waterfront cottage. Winter/Summer rates. “Google” A cottage at Secret Cove. fjbishop@gmail.com, 604-885-0651. SUNSHINE COAST oceanfront cottage, spectacular SW Georgia Straight Views, seaside deck, trail to 2 swimming beaches, big lawn, 3 bdrm, 2 bath, private & peaceful, FP, BBQ , walk to Gibson's funky shops, restaurants. Spend your holiday relaxing, rejuvenating by the seashore. Ideal for families/couples. Avail Spring. $200/nt Book your summer week now, $1250/wk. janeski@telus.net for photos, 604-250-3445 FRANCE Alsace and Vosges Mountains, 3 bdrm. heritage house on wine route, furnished, modern kitchen, 45 min. from Germany, 35 min. from Switzerland. C$500/wk., mano936@gmail.com  WHISTLER condo. Sleeps 4, views, close to village, 604-943-9423, preddyplace@telus.net  THE ADVENTURE TRAVEL COMPANY East African Safari, trek Machu Picchu, cycle through Vietnam, discover the history of Europe, sail the Galapagos. Where do you want to go? We’ll get you there! Call Amy or Lindsay at 604-659-2887, e-mail: broadway@atcadventure.com, www.atcadventure.com  POSITANO, ITALY. Private home for 2 overlooking spectacular Amalfi Coast. $2900 Can/mo. Contact: jbmoir@telus.net  OCEANSIDE vacation suite in Victoria, BC. Weekly rental, visit http://judyak.shawwebspace.ca, 250-380-6682. SAN MIGUEL DE ALLENDE, Mexico. Furnished 2 bdrm. apartment, large roof terrace with views. Walk to La Paroquia or Parque Juarez. Available from June. http://musicplanet. com/SMA. $650 US/mo. 250-757-9604 or jwells@shaw.ca. SUNSHINE COAST Pender Harbour, oceanfront cottage, 1 bdrm, beach and dock. $400/wk. spring, $500/wk. summer. 604-467-3978. susanwalker@telus.net, www.penderharbourcottage.ca  CULTUS LAKE 3 bdrm. cottage, 100 ft. to lake, N/P, N/S, avail. June 1–July 22, $800/wk. Phone 604-464-2890 or delia_cooper@telus.net  SALT SPRING ISLAND, BC vacation rental for June 2012. 3 bdrm. home. $1500/in advance. 1 cat. References required. 250-537-1122. GABIOLA ISLAND GETAWAY, 2 bdrm. 1,000 sq.ft. private suite in waterfront home, south facing, sandy beach. Gas BBQ, hot tub. $630–$900/wk. Ideal for families. Photos at: www.staygabriola.com, email: info@staygabriola.com  GOLFING/CYCLING at Whistler! Retired? Rent 2-3 weeknights on a regular basis through the golf season or reg (wkend/mo). Price to negotiate. 3 bdrm, 2 1/2 baths, cable, internet, barbecue, in-house bike storage. Private outdoor space. Ref. req. Summer weeks $1000/wk. (604-228-4432) LAKE COWICHAN Our lovely 4 bdrm, 4 bath, waterfront family home on Cowichan Lake is available for July rentals. Contact lmcdaniel@shaw.ca  MAYNE ISLAND Cozy cottage for rent. Two doors from beach, $150/ nt, $750/wk. 604-820-8198, krbisset@hotmail.com. LADYSMITH, Vancouver Island, 2 bdrm., new architecturally designed, waterfront home on 10 acres. Huge windows, wooden beams, and deck with amazing ocean view. Steps away from beach, to a huge private beach deck. 30 min. to Nanaimo, or 75 min. to Victoria. Small artistic towns Chemanius, Saltspring near by. We have a 10 acre estate. $200/night min. 3 nights. Call Jasmine 604-512-5952. KOOTENAY LAKE, BC. Log Cabin (suite) 60 km north of Creston on the Kootenay Lake. Beach access, boat launch, sauna, Kokanee Spring Golf Resort (10 km), Belfour/Nelson Ferry (13 Km) - $399/wk. Phone Rick 403-714-3037. PAUL LAKE, KAMLOOPS. 3-bdrm plus loft, large modern cabin sleeps 14. Canoe, kayak, hike, mountain bike. $1100–$1300/wk. depending on no. of guests. E-mail mbenseignant@gmail.com for pics, info, bookings. SOUTH FRANCE beautiful house with pool for rent. For pictures, info and contact, check at: homeliday.com - reference: 432584. GREECE. Relax on a peaceful island. Modern and comfortable house-apartment for rent in traditional village on Lesbos island in the North Egean sea. Visit points of interest, sandy beaches, ancient ruins in nearby Turkey. Details at www.petrini.krini.com. For 10% reduction contact Claire 778-426-4509, marieclaireben@yahoo.com  COURTENAY. Private retreat, 3 bdrm. downtown on River and Riverway walk, newly renovated, swim, kayak from back yard, convenient to Mt Washington, vrbo.com #386526, Jacqueline 250-897-8383. PERU. Recently-opened, clean, comfortable, friendly B&B in residential Magdalena del Mar, LIMA. Run by family of BC teacher. Excellent service, great rates. Airport pick-up. Email: stayinlima@lachocitaward.com, Phone: 604-879-3246, www.lachocitaward.com   ROBERTS CREEK, SUNSHINE COAST Unique post-and-beam craftsman family home near the heart of the 'Creek' 1/2 block to the beach. 3 bdrms (2 queens, 1 king), 2 baths, newly renoed kitchen/w ceasar stone countertops, ss appliances. Wooden sliding French doors open from dining room to covered outdoor sitting area. Country casual, comfortable. Walk, bike, kayak, golf or simply be still and enjoy. Sleeps 6, N/S, N/P. Avail. for weekly rental July and Aug $1200/wk. Contact: hollykrangle@dccnet.com, 604-885-8905. WHISTLER FAMILY CABIN available for summer rental. 2 bdrm. and loft area. (sleeps up to 7) Located in Emerald Estates. Great view of mountain, deck with bbq, cable and wifi. Contact Mary at Marythomas059@gmail.com or phone 604-942-7071. COMOX VALLEY Lovely furnished seaside home in the Comox Valley. Excellent views from top floors and decks. Miles long sandy beach walks across road. 2 bdrm., 2 sleeping dens, will accommodate 6 easily. Rent is $2000/mo. or less for 6 mo. lease. Impeccable references required. E-mail bythebeach@hotmail.ca or call 250-339-9815. CHRISTINA LAKE. Log house & cottage for weekly rent, 3 mins from provincial park beach. www.christinalake.com/brio  RENT/EXCHANGE  VANCOUVER Clean, bright, quiet, centrally located condos at Robson & Bute. 1 bdrm. $95. Daily/wkly/ mthly rates. 604-608-4268, dbemc@hotmail.com  OCEAN PARK S. Surrey. 1 bdrm. suite for rent in residential area. Utilities incl. Contact 604-535-9315. Avail. Spring 2012. SQUAMISH. Clean, bright, colourful, furnished 3 bdrm townhouse available June, July, Aug. for nightly, weekly, monthly rentals. Whistler and Vancouver each 45 min. drive. Contact 604-848-4321 or scargoe@hotmail.com. VICTORIA Lovely ground level furnished 1 bdrm. suite available June to August 31. $700/mo. Walking distance to U of Vic. W/D, utilities, high speed internet included. Phone 250-592-5739. JOIN US IN PLANNING a home on Bowen Island with individually owned housing units and extensive common spaces. Friendly, lots of garden and green space. www.belterracohousing.ca  VANCOUVER Summer school? Rental of clean, 7’ ceiling, bsmt suite. Sep. garden entrance. Close to UBC, shopping, bus line, beach, and park. Laundry facilities. $ negotiable. Contact Patti 604-228-4432. KITSILANO (Vancouver), 1 bdrm., 3 blocks from Kits beach, furnished condo for rent, July and/or August. $1,100/mo. Professionals preferred. E-mail: vchartrand@shaw.ca, 778-689-5619. VANCOUVER Newly refurbished, furnished studio apt in West End, 2 blocks from Stanley Park & English Bay. $450/wk. jkathleen@shaw.ca  VANCOUVER Delightful, fully furn. 1 bdrm. Ninth floor, ocean view. 2 blocks to Stanley Park and English Bay. Available Oct 31 to Mar 31. $1300/mo. jzz.itup@gmail.com  VANCOUVER 3 bdrm. fully furnished home available Aug. 1 to Dec. 28. Ref. req. N/S, N/P, $1800/mo. all utilities included. 604-738-1876, irene.roland@gmail.com  VANCOUVER 1 bdrm. & den, 900 sq.ft. rooftop deck. West 7th Ave. & Heather, available for rent July 7 to Aug. 7. Call 604-765-8551. CRESCENT BEACH Cottage. 2 bdrm, W/D, fenced yard, 2 blocks from beach, ideal for a single or couple. $1200/mo. Available Sept. 1, 2012 to June 30, 2013. Call Susanna 604-615-5611. MISCELLANEOUS  VARIETY – THE CHILDREN’S CHARITY Working with children is your passion. Leaving a legacy to Variety in your Will for BC’s kids is your gift of a lifetime. There are estate planning benefits too. Contact Peter Chipman or Paul Spelliscy for information. Toll free 310-KIDS (5437) or 604-320-0505 or e-mail peter.chipman@variety.bc.ca  FIELD TRIPS. K–12 curriculum based. Burns Bog Conservation Society, 604-572-0373. RETIRING? Join the BC Retired Teachers’ Association to: Keep informed, stay connected, remain involved. For more information, go to www.bcrta.ca or call 604-871-2260, 1-877-683-2243. PENSION QUESTIONS? Ask Arnie – now retired and available for expert, personal, one-to-one consultation including pension estimates, options, bridge, CPP/OAS, and pension splitting. Reasonable rates. Call Arnie Lambert at 604-354-5624 or e-mail arnielambert@shaw.ca  FRENCH FIELD TRIPS. Contact Sandy, Burns Bog Conservation Society, 604-572-0373. FOR PEAT’S SAKE. A classroom study on Burns Bog and other peatlands. K–7 curriculum based. 206 pages, $59.95 plus HST. Special rate for multiple copies. Burns Bog Conservation Society, 604-572-0373. SCHOOL TATTOOS 1,000 tattoos with your school’s logo $149. Visit www.schooltattoos.ca, E-mail info@schooltattoos.ca or call 613-567-2636. TILING & PAINTING. Want to get the job done right? Call Vito. Glass and slate specialist. Indoor, outdoor painting. Serving the Vancouver area since 1996. www.tile-rific.ca or call 604-831-4013. HOME-BASED TUTORING Referral Agency. Immediately awarding franchises in the Fraser Valley, Vancouver Island, Okanagan and Prince George. Good income, flexible lifestyle, proven system. 1-877-ITS EASY or visit: www.schooliseasy.com  TEACH WITH TIANJIAO English (and see China for free). Teach for 10, 20 or 40 weeks (20 and 40 week assignments will have priority) in Xiamen, Fujian. The package includes return airfare, accommodation and a stipend. For further information, contact jim@canadatj.ca   ALLIED DEZIGN. Embroidered or heat pressed logos, names, numbers for school events, sport teams, or your personal needs. Affordable rates. www.allieddezign.com, maria@allieddezign.com   www.independentteacher.com Check out: Teaching ideas, current issues, classroom surveys, ebooks, motivational TED talks, classroom humor and more. BUCKINGHAM ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 50th Anniversary September 29, 2012. Calling former students, staff and parents to attend a special celebration in honour of Buckingham’s 50 years. All are welcome. Information and registration forms available at http://buckingham.sd41.bc.ca/  FOR SALE. 1996 Silver 840 Volvo, 5 gear stick shift, turbo, 2.4 l engine 147,000 miles. Manuf. in Sweden $65,000. Or 2002 VW Passat stationwagon, 81,000 miles, V-6 30 V, automatic, new warrantied tires, Manuf. in Germany, $10.900. Courtenay — 250-339-2575. TEACHERS’ TUTORING SERVICE is accepting applications from certified teachers who would like to tutor this next school year. Orientations will commence in August. For more information and to apply, go to our website at www.tutor.bc.ca and visit our “Join Our Service” page. teacher@tutor.bc.ca, www.tutor.bc.ca   TEACHERS NEEDED. B.C. Offshore School in Shanghai for Grade 10 core courses. One or two year contracts beginning September 2012. Generous compensation packages. BC Certification required. Contact ron.grender@gmail.com for further information.   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141008,thetyee.ca,http://thetyee.ca/Tyeenews/2013/02/28/New-Tyee-Master-Classes/,Good for Your Brain: Five New Tyee Master Classes | The Tyee About Advertise Follow Support RSS Topic Aboriginal Affairs BC Election 2013 BC Politics Education Energy Environment Federal Politics Film Food Gender + Sexuality Health Housing Labour + Industry Local Economy Media Municipal Politics Music Photo Essays Podcasts Politics Rights + Justice Science + Tech Transportation Travel Urban Planning + Architecture News Culture Opinion National MediaCheck Solutions Join Craving crack civic election coverage? Help fund it... Tyeenews Good for Your Brain: Five New Tyee Master Classes First half of spring's offerings now open for enrollment. Skill up, make an impact. By David Beers, 28 Feb 2013, TheTyee.ca   Tweet Emma Pullman and Jamie Biggar, expert online campaigners and list builders, join other masters in their fields teaching courses this spring at The Tyee. Spring 2013 Master Classes The Big Shift Investment Treaties Like FIPA Spin Huge Profits for Lawyers Canada, for example, is being sued for $250 million and legal teams feast off such wrangling. Read more: Education, The Tyee is offering two rounds of our popular Master Classes this spring and today we announce the first lineup of five. It's your chance to learn from experts practical, effective skills that will give you an advantage – and do so in the setting of The Tyee's newsroom, with lunch and refreshments provided. You can see all of what we're offering by visiting this page. (And stay tuned for a second round of spring Master Classes starting April 27.) Past Master Classes have sold out quickly so we encourage you to scan these offerings and move fast to enroll. Here are five ways to be good to your brain, enjoy stimulating company and gain an edge in what you do: Everything You Need to Know about Public Opinion Polling March 23-24 with Mario Canseco of Angus Reid Public Opinion Polling is a critical tool when making expensive, high stakes decisions. But you have to understand how it works to get results. If your job involves gauging the public mood -- or hiring others to do it -- you need to be able to separate spin from solid conclusions. Become polling proficient with Mario Canseco, vice president at Angus Reid Public Opinion. From research and strategy to analysis and interpretation, Canseco will take you through the polling process and help you understand what questions to ask and what the resulting data mean. Canseco is an expert at designing survey questionnaires and has tracked more than 100 elections around the world. Read more about the class by clicking here. Web Mapping and Basic Data Herding April 6 with Hugh Stimson Data's great but it really packs a punch when it's mapped into a Geographic Information System (GIS). Today's computer tools are powerful and easy to use. Learn how from Hugh Stimson, who helped Elizabeth May map her successful Saanich--Gulf Islands campaign, built a map of provincial carbon sinks and sources for the Tyee Solutions Society, and assesses species, habitat and ecosystem services for groups like the David Suzuki Foundation, the Canadian Wildlife Society and the BC Forest Practices Board. Read more about the class by clicking here. Deep Research and Political Ops April 13 with Emma Pullman Researcher and campaigner Emma Pullman will teach you how to get answers you're looking for. Learn optimal use of search engines, research tools including domain searches, lobbying records, code, cached and archived pages, and crafting a dynamite Freedom of Information request. You'll come away with sleuthing skills and tools to get what you need. Pullman consults with online corporate watchdog group SumOfUs.org and helped grow its Canadian list to 120,000 in less than a year. She is now a rapid-response campaigner with Leadnow.ca. Read more about the class by clicking here. High Impact Online Campaigning April 14 with Jamie Biggar and Emma Pullman Online campaigners Emma Pullman and Jamie Biggar take you on a full-day journey of collaborative, hands-on training in online campaigning and strategy -- everything from the basics of online organizing to campaign strategy to email writing. The day begins with a core introduction to the key principles of online campaigning and a workshop on storytelling for action. After lunch, participants workshop campaign ideas. Then an email writing workshop, and strategies for integrating online and on-the-ground tactics. Jamie Biggar is co-founder and executive director of Leadnow.ca, a 225,000 Canadian-strong community that is pioneering integrated online campaigning. Emma Pullman helped grow SumOfUs' Canadian list to 120,000 in less than a year. Read more about this class here. Analyzing the Energy Sector without Being Taken Captive April 20 with Andrew Nikiforuk Renowned energy reporter Andrew Nikiforuk will conduct this immersion in the practicalities of analyzing and reporting on the energy sector, with a special focus on British Columbia's shale industry and export plans. Drawing on case studies from his own award winning reporting, Andrew will identify key sources and methods of investigation, connect the dots among the sector's political and industry players, and discuss where to find hard data without spin. Transparency is not an industry hallmark. Read more about this class here. The homepage for all these Master Classes is here. We look forward to seeing you in the spring! Read more: Education, David Beers is editor of The Tyee.   Tweet What have we missed? What do you think? We want to know. Comment below. Keep in mind: Do: Verify facts, debunk rumours Add context and background Spot typos and logical fallacies Highlight reporting blind spots Ignore trolls Treat all with respect and curiosity Connect with each other Do not: Use sexist, classist, racist or homophobic language Libel or defame Bully or troll Troll patrol. Instead, flag suspect activity. Please enable JavaScript to view the comments powered by Disqus. comments powered by Disqus LNG a chance, not a windfall, says BC throne speech Postmedia could soon own almost every English newspaper in Canada. What could possibly go wrong? VIEW: Voting for your principles is 'strategic voting' Petition opposes BC's 'potential muzzling' of non-profits More troubles for BC's big LNG plans Tirade at Tyee by immigration minister's top aide analyzed tweet by tweet Government slow to respond to FOIs? No need to tell Bob Mackin Converting ferries to LNG will save money, reduce fares: CEO See more » Tyee Video Picks Submitted by Tyee staff, Today Last chance to see 'The Vancouver Asahi' baseball story at VIFF. Where do these videos come from? From you. Suggest one here! Most Popular Can 'Cuisine' Make a Better School Lunch? What I Saw with a German Tour of the Oilsands Don't Give Postmedia More Local Monopolies First Nations 'Front and Centre Now': Pierre Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign How Much Do You Trust Canada's Wireless Giants? Christy Clark's No Pro at LNG Poker BC Filmmaking Duo Passes the Acid Test For Kids, the Meal Is the Message Most Emailed Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign For Kids, the Meal Is the Message Understanding Harper's Evangelical Mission Who'd Be a School Trustee in 2014? Why New Euro-Canada Treaty Is a Gift to Oil Firms BC Filmmaking Duo Passes the Acid Test We Must Heed Naomi Klein's Call China Deal Trumps Province, First Nations on Energy Projects: Treaty Expert Fired Researcher Who Killed Self Was Evaluating Drug Backed by Clark Climate Warriors Must Forge Stronger Alliances, Now Reported Elsewhere Postmedia could soon own almost every English newspaper in Canada (via DeSmog) Petronas CEO warns of 15-year delay to BC LNG project (via G&M) BC government apologizes for firing worker who later killed himself (via the Victoria Times-Colonist) From Tibet to Taiwan, China's outer regions watch Hong Kong protests intently (via the New York Times) It's a shame Jean-Claude Duvalier died a free man, says ex-UN prosecutor (via CBC News) Vancouver's cabbies take aim at Uber (via The Province) Keurig's coffee supremacy challenged by Canadian firm (via Yahoo! News) North and South Korea 'agree to talks' (via BBC News) See more » Your BC: The Tyee's Photo Pool Join The Tyee's Flickr group » View previous selections » Most Commented What I Saw with a German Tour of the Oil Sands (132 comments) Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign (76 comments) 'The Environment Is the Economy': MP Weston (106 comments) Fired Researcher Who Killed Self Was Evaluating Drug Backed by Clark (57 comments) Climate Warriors Must Forge Stronger Alliances, Now (53 comments) ISIS Threat: Let's Refuse to be Scared (79 comments) We Must Heed Naomi Klein's Call (309 comments) Christy Clark's No Pro at LNG Poker (38 comments) Six Steps to Protect Canadians from Flaws in China Trade Deal (128 comments) How Labour Unions Make Us Healthier (31 comments) About The Tyee National Pool Contributors Advertise Contact Funding Jobs Master Classes Privacy Policy Submissions Support The Tyee News Culture Opinion National Mediacheck Solutions Video Publications Tyee News Weekly Archives The Hook Other BC Blogs Reported Elsewhere Steve Burgess Murray Dobbin Michael Geist Crawford Kilian Rafe Mair Andrew Nikiforuk Shannon Rupp Bill Tieleman Dorothy Woodend Follow The Tyee Subscribe by email Subscribe by RSS Tyee Mobile App Managed Hosting by Gossamer Threads × Share article via email Send this article to: Your email address: Your message: Would you like to receive The Tyee's headlines free by email? Yes, every day. Yes, once a week. I already subscribe. No, thanks. Submit Show form again » Close)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=21164,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 7, May/June 2010  Another successful New Teachers’ Conference By Mohamed Chelali New teachers represent the renewal commitment of our profession and their needs and interests are of utmost importance to our society. The BCTF New Teachers’ Conference is designed to welcome, support, and guide new teachers entering the profession. It is one of the finest professional development events that one can attend. The conference is always popular because the presenters are almost all active classroom teachers and they volunteer their time and energy to share their passion and knowledge with their colleagues. The needs of beginning teachers are different as they enter the era of teaching in the digital age. Beginning teachers not only require initial assistance, advice, and information, but also need ongoing support during their first few years of teaching. This conference was designed to explore best teaching practices, current challenges, research, and innovation. It is always the BCTF’s goal to offer workshops that are interactive, collaborative, practical, analytical, and cover a range of teachers’ needs from elementary to secondary. They are also designed to cover different subjects and topics from mathematics, to social justice issues, to French immersion and Francophone education. The 2010 conference featured presentations on a wide range of issues pertinent to the new teacher’s interest and needs such as classroom management, integrating students with special needs, student assessment, teaching and learning with technology, and working with parents to name a few. This year, we had more than 64 workshops in the program over two days, 400 attendees, and more than 30 exhibitors from different educational and non-profit organizations. Unfortunately, 100 registrants were on the waiting list and could not attend the conference because it was full. Once again, we had very talented and skilled workshop presenters. Presenters and new teachers were unanimous about the benefit of these two professional development days for new teachers entering the profession. Most attendees affirmed that they have gained a great deal of advice, instruction, strategies, and practical ideas that they can use directly in their classes. Presenter Holly Lloyd, from Burnaby, said, “I had a wonderful time at the New Teachers’ Conference and was encouraged to see so many teachers attend my workshop on yearly planning. Several teachers came up later to say it was ‘exactly what they needed’.” Starleigh Grass, from Gold Trail found that new teachers have great energy and the workshops she attended were excellent! Sunddip Nahal, workshop presenter from Vernon, was a first-time presenter at the conference and was impressed by the dedication of the new teachers and the role of the BCTF in professional development. “I really appreciate what the BCTF has done for us, and we, as teachers, are very lucky to be involved with such caring and supportive BCTF staff. I absolutely enjoyed my time meeting and connecting with others and being able to spread the news of supporting our profession. I had awesome feedback e-mailed to me from people who attended my workshop.” Who are the best teachers of teachers? Teachers, of course...just ask them about their own learning. Who inspired them to become teachers? Who helped them when they became teachers? To whom do they constantly turn for advice? Where do they get many of their ideas? The most common answer is almost universal—other teachers. And this is why the whole theme of the BCTF conference was teachers helping teachers. Teaching is a never-ending story—it is a journey of passion and hope. Beginning teachers teach from the heart—they are the new guides, not only to teach, but also to stimulate and motivate. They know how to instill in the minds of the citizens of tomorrow the love of learning and the passion of education and social justice. Mohamed Chelali is assistant director, BCTF Professional and Social Issues Division and co-ordinator of the BCTF French Programs and Services. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12774,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2000 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 12, Number 5, March 2000 Where is accreditation going? by Mike Lombardi School accreditation continues to be a major concern for BCTF members. They question both the overwhelming workload and the usefulness of the present accreditation process. During this past year the ministry concluded a review of the accreditation program, including the appointment of a provincial Accreditation Review Committee. This committee, which included BCTF representatives recommended changes to the existing accreditation process. One of the key themes of the report was the need for the development of a teacher workload reduction strategy for the accreditation process. One of the significant recommendations of the committee was that in each accreditation cycle, (i.e., over six years) each school be allowed to convert up to six days of instructional time to non-instructional time for accreditation purposes. The ministry rejected this recommendation. In response to the continuing frustration of teachers about the accreditation process the January 2000 BCTF Representative Assembly recommended the following: 1. That the RA recommend to the 2000 AGM that teachers do not actively participate in the accreditation process as it is presently constituted. Active participation means such things as: sitting on the school steering committees. chairing the accreditation committees. participating in school accreditation subcommittees. writing any or all of the report. sitting on external teams. Non-active participation means such things as: responding to questionnaires. submitting information to the Accreditation Review Committee. 2. That the RA recommend to the 2000 AGM that BCTF and local support be given to those teachers who have begun the accreditation process who wish to: a. resign from their respective positions, or b. continue in their positions until their tasks are completed. Proposed refinements to accreditation On February 7, 2000 the deputy minister of education forwarded a letter to all superintendent’s outlining refinements to the B.C. Public Schools Accreditation Program. Specifically the ministry is proposing the following changes to the internal accreditation process: Teacher workload expectations It is expected that teacher participation in the internal process of accreditation will not require more than five meetings, one hour in length and one non-instructional day. Teachers who serve as members of a school self-assessment committee would be expected to contribute a maximum of 10 hours toward the process before accessing any funded release time. Any time spent on accreditation tasks beyond this time would be accommodated through funded release time. The ministry will also continue the practice of authorizing a sixth non-instructional day in the school calendar and one of the purposes of the day will be for accreditation activities. Evidence gathering expectations Evidence will be gathered from the following sources: — Evidence provided from the ministry for school use (foundation skills assessment results, provincial exam results, grade-to-grade transitions, and Grade 12 completion rates). — Evidence gathered from the school (report card information, attendance records, and parent/teacher surveys). — Teachers in school will not be expected to design or compile parent surveys and districts will be assisting with survey activities. External Process The ministry has also indicated that they will be proposing changes to external processes in April 2000. BCTF response to refinements The BCTF has forwarded the following response to the refinements to the accreditation process: We are pleased that the ministry has listened to some of the concerns of teachers regarding school accreditation and we look forward to more discussions about further refinements to the program prior to the AGM. School staff expectations for the internal accreditation process should not exceed five hours of meeting time and one non-instructional day. The BCTF expects that any time spent by teachers (including co-chairs and members of the internal team) on the accreditation process over the five hours meeting time and one non-instructional day, should be provided through funded release time from school accreditation funds. We are pleased that the ministry will be providing a sixth non-instructional day (implementation planning day) in the provincial school calendar, which will be available for accreditation purposes. We are very concerned that the announced refinements to the accreditation program do not deal with the external process. It is not possible for us to assess the extent of these proposed workload reductions for teachers without complete information about the expectations of both the external and internal process. We question the value, time, and cost required for participation this process. We have urged the ministry to announce decisions about changes to the external process prior to the March 2000 BCTF AGM. We have asked the ministry to reschedule the local orientation sessions for schools which will be participating in the accreditation process next year until after decisions are made about the revised external process. We have asked for the sessions to be moved from February to March/April 2000. This schedule will allow participants at the sessions to become familiar with all aspects of the accreditation program (both internal and external). The BCTF has acknowledged that the proposed refinements to the internal process address some of the workload concerns of teachers, however they also move school accreditation in a dangerous new direction. The proposed refinements in evidence gathering and analysis are based on a narrow set of quantitative data. This is not the information that most teachers would choose to use to set school-wide goals for continuous school improvement. We have also again requested that the ministry authorize the piloting of the BCTF STAR process as an alternative to accreditation. The STAR process is a school self-study framework that promotes ongoing school growth and development through goal-setting, action planning, implementation, and facilitated review process. Where to now? We will continue to meet with ministry officials prior to our AGM to discuss further refinements to the accreditation process. We will urge the ministry to publish a revised and complete accreditation policy framework prior to the our AGM. This information will assist our delegates in debating the two RA recommendations on accreditation. Mike Lombardi is the BCTF’s director of the Professional Development Division. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=26852&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > April 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 6, April 2012   AGM 2012  A memorable AGM It was a measure of the seriousness with which the imposition of Bill 22 is viewed that the agenda was largely devoted to developing a plan of resistance. The debate on the action plan was extensive and considered many points of view and strategic options. In addition to the required decisions on fees and the election of the Executive Committee, there were a number of speakers invited to address the assembly and bring messages of support. Jagrup Brar, MLA for Surrey-Fleetwood, gave a detailed account of his experience when he took the challenge presented to MLAs by the “Raise the Rates” group, to try and live on current welfare rates. Brar was the only MLA to accept the challenge to live on the basic rate of $610 per month. He extended his remarks to include the deplorable prevalence of poverty in BC and the struggle endured by so many just to survive. Brar gave many insights into the daily experience of those living in poverty and the impact on children. Both Jim Sinclair, president of the BC Federation of Labour, and Barry O’Neil president of CUPE BC brought their perspectives on the actions of the provincial government and spoke of the threats being faced provincially and nationally by the union movement. Delegates to the AGM took to the streets during one of the lunch breaks bringing the message of funding cuts to the busy intersections of downtown Vancouver. Undaunted by the persistent rain and wind they waved their signs and handed out leaflets to passers by. Ten-year-old activist opens the AGM The AGM was privileged to have 10-year-old Ta’Kaiya Blaney from the Sliammon First Nation open the meeting. TaíKaiya sang the song, Shallow Waters, which was written to raise awareness about the Enbridge pipeline proposal. If you missed her at the AGM, you can hear her at www.youtube.com/watch?v=LkjIkuC_eWM. Working toward a different narrative of accountability The keynote speaker at the AGM was Dr. Sandra Mathison, professor of education at UBC. Mathison started her address, entitled “Working toward a different narrative of accountability,” by providing an analysis of the neoliberal refrains and values that underpin their notion of accountability in education: Declares adequate resources Emphasizes a few outcomes measures to determine quality Suggests that schooling is a commodity in the free market Distrusts the professionalism of teachers Blames teachers but especially the BCTF for pretty much any problem in education. The main thurst of her remarks was in developing a narrative of authentic accountability. “A narrative of accounability: emphasizes and expects adequate and fair educational funding. assumes that accountability is reciprocal and multidirectional. sees students, parents, and local communities as the primary clients of schooling. makes decisions about the means and ends of schooling at the local community level. Assumes schools are accountable for: physical and emotional well-being of students; student learning and assessment; teacher learning and evaluation; equity and access; improvement and renewal. “This narrative is not based on neo-liberalism. It is a narrative that assumes that public schools ought to be about promoting democracy through the preparation of students to be knowledgeable, engaged citizens and that being educated should mean a better life for all, individually and collectively. This is not an idealistic narrative, and indeed it is the narrative of accountability in a few places in the world, especially the Scandinavian countries.” “Creating alternative narratives relies, as you already know, on finding allies and creating coalitions.” “Alliances between teachers and parents are critically important, and I would never suggest they are easily created. Both teachers and parents are diverse groups, each reflecting a wide range of perspectives and interests, so it is critically important that alliances between parents and teachers not be cast as an all or nothing venture. And if teachers don’t make allies of parents, those more wed to the neo-liberal narrative of accountability will.” “The narrative must be changed school by school, where each school takes responsibility to develop strong relationships among all its constituents—teachers, parents, students, and other community members. And, teachers will likely have to start the ball rolling, to model the ways in which the school community can work together for the benefit of all. It may be that Bill 22 provides the impetus to begin thinking about how to resist the neoliberal narrative of accountability. I know you have had thoughtful discussions about strategies for resisting this legislation, but in that context let me illustrate what I mean with just one strategic idea—teach-ins.” “It is likely that both slow, steady building of coalitions at the local community level and large-scale direct actions will be needed to shift the narrative of accountability to one that promotes schooling for the democracy we want.”  – David Denyer  )
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13542&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 20, Number 1, September 2007 Students making healthy food choices at school Strategy, challenge, and lessons learned By Patrice White The prospect of influencing students to make healthier food choices from vending machines, in part, inspired me to see if I could make a difference in one Surrey secondary school by completing an action research project. In November 2005, the BC Ministry of Education and Ministry of Health jointly issued two documents. The School Food Sales and Policies Provincial Report identified the food and beverages sold in our schools and reviewed the policies of BC school boards. The Guidelines for Food and Beverages Sales in British Columbia Schools provided criteria and information for implementing healthier food choices for students from school-based vending machines, cafeterias, and stores. Both documents are part of the increasing commitment to an education and health plan focussed primarily on schools. By pointing out the many ways schools can influence health and setting a goal to eliminate the sale of unhealthy foods and beverages in BC schools by 2009, the report and guidelines challenge schools to increase efforts to assist students in making informed choices about nutrition. The goal is to maximize students access to Choose Most and Choose Sometimes options, minimize access to Choose Least options, and phase out Not Recommended items. I employed some practical steps in my strategy, faced a few familiar challenges, and learned several important lessons on how to maximize the impact of a school-based initiative to improve students food choices from vending machines. I used the experiences of a variety of projects and research, from the flamboyant Jamie Oliver and British schools experiment to the meticulous Aleck Ostrys ActNowBC school surveys (the basis for the The Guidelines for Food and Beverages Sales in British Columbia Schools), to implement a three-step strategy for improving students food choices. First, I formed a student-led group called the Students Nutrition Advocacy Committee or SNAC to launch a promotion and introduction of the healthier food choices. The SNAC group added the important elements of "kids helping kids" and student leadership to my action research. The second step was to revamp the food offerings. The students understood the requirement that the new offerings had to meet the specific nutrition standards in The Guidelines for Food and Beverages Sales in British Columbia Schools. The real coup here was having the SNAC members actually identify, sample, and select the healthier options that were to be offered in school vending machines. The third step was the accommodation of the SNAC-member-selected healthier choices. In the school where this project was conducted, the flexibility and co-operation of the vending machine contractor was not an issue. Moreover, The School Food Sales and Policies Provincial Report states that "the Canadian Merchandising Association is encouraging its members to work within their contracts to provide healthier food choices for schools." However, what really clinched the marketing change was ensuring the involvement of students as the ultimate consumers. Interestingly, even with highly committed individuals, several challenges were encountered during the course of the project. Some healthier food options simply could not be implemented without additional resources. For example, the accommodation of yogurt and cheese snacks required changing to cold vending machines, and the addition of fresh fruits and other expiration-sensitive items created the need for more highly trained stockers. At the same time, some of the healthier food choices tended to be more expensive. This meant the price differences could potentially either discourage students from buying the healthier food choices, or risk the schools vending economic viability. In my action research project as well as in reports from provinces where similar no-junk-food-in-schools policies have been implemented, even the short term indicate that schools can raise funds without undermining students diets and health. The primary challenge was to ensure that key stakeholders were involved in developing and implementing new programs and practices. Support and acceptance of the nutrition policy among administrators, teachers, parents, and students has been consistently found to be essential for the programs and practices to be successful. Overcoming these challenges led to some important lessons for my school and for other schools on how to maximize the impact of school-based initiatives to improve students food choices. One was to gather information from students about their insights, perceptions, and opinions regarding the healthier food choices. Next, it was advantageous to use promotions and samplings to get students attention and to identify popular options while familiarizing students with healthier foods. Another lesson was "information is power." By giving students the nutrition facts on both junk food and healthier food choices, the students not only gain knowledge, they are encouraged to do some critical thinking. So, with the looming deadline for the elimination of all junk food from BC school-based food outlets, it is clear that changes have to happen in many places in the BC school "village" to raise healthy students. Patrice White is a registered dietitian and teaches home economics at Guilford Park Secondary, Surrey.)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2013/01/educators-and-enbridge.html?showComment0751361912535786,Staffroom Confidential: Educators and Enbridge Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, January 15, 2013 Educators and Enbridge There was some "controversy" earlier this year when the media (main stream) picked up a story about the BCTF producing teaching materials about the Enbridge pipeline. I use quotes because I don't really understand where the conflict in the story came from. I was interviewed on the day of the large rally in Victoria organized by Defend Our Coast and asked if I thought it was apppropriate for the BCTF to produce materials with a point of view. Given that corporations and interest groups routinely produce teaching materials that are biased, I see no problem so long as the teacher uses a variety of sources, and this is precisely what the BCTF intended and even recommended. So where was the controversy? Like many British Columbians, many teachers and educators are very concerned and aware of the issues related to the pipeline, tankers, the tar sands and climate change.  I noticed that at the Victoria Enbridge hearings, two recently retired teachers from the Victoria school district and one Victoria School Trustee (Diane McNally) gave presentations expressing their opposition to the project. Former teacher Janet Simpson expressed her exasperation with a hearing process so limited in producing any thorough or meaningful exploration of ideas: "...what I have is 10 minutes, only ten minutes to try to express the magnitude of what we are going to lose. 10 minutes to attempt in vain to stop us from careening down a path that will result in 10 decades of environmental devastation.  10 minutes to urge you to look beyond the short-sighted false economy that the tar sands and its related projects are creating. 10 minutes to ask why we have learned nothing about value-added resource extraction from our habit of selling raw logs. 10 minutes to point out what an incredible insult this is to every First Nation. 10 minutes to stress the value inherent in a fossil fuel and the folly in squandering it all in such a destructive way. 10 minutes to question why we should all pay such a huge price for Alberta’s diminishing prospects for sales of its polluting tar sand oil in the U.S. 10 minutes to remind you of the two major earthquakes within a recent month span and the effect of another one and its accompanying tsunami on supertankers moving down Kitimat inlet.  How prepared can we possibly be for the chaos that would result if simultaneous disasters occurred?  How much attention would one pipeline break gushing millions of gallons of oil into a remote, pristine river system get?" Beyond viewing these issues as political/environmental concerns, teachers also take a pedagogical interest in the natural environment and teaching and learning. I was very interested to read this fall about a new Kindergarden program in Sooke based almost wholly in the outdoors, and the similar program in the Gulf Islands. World-wide, there is an educational movement stressing the importance of children just simply spending time in nature and organizing curricula around one's immediate environment.  Research indicates that there are a myriad of potential benefits, including behavioural, academic and simply an appreciation for our natural surroundings and our collective responsibility as stewards of the earth. (See, for example, http://www.psychologytoday.com/blog/people-in-nature/200809/how-nature-can-transform-education.) The Enbridge hearings are a very teachable moment - for students, for schools, and for all of society. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 4:25 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 2 comments: AnonymousFebruary 26, 2013 at 1:02 PM Why was there controversy surrounding the BCTF "teaching material" on the Enbridge Pipeline? There was controversy because that material was nothing more than propaganda designed to impact the minds of young, impressionable people who look up to their teachers as sources of good information. The BCTF logo itself showing up in BC schools crosses the line. Highly biased left-wing propaganda showing up in BC schools takes things to a whole other level. ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeFebruary 26, 2013 at 4:07 PM Practically every teaching material in schools these days has a logo and most of them are corporate. Sex ed videos made by Kotex, Financial planning from VISA are just two that I've seen. The BCTF materials would be used along with materials representing alternative points of view - as any lesson materials are. There are plenty of materials available from oil companies and environmental organizations. Why shouldn't a union produce something representing their point of view? Delete Reply Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ▼  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ▼  January (2) Data representation in Achievement Reports Educators and Enbridge ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=21567&printPage=true,BCTF News Releases  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2010 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  September 17, 2010 Highest needs ever: BC teachers urge Finance Committee to budget for students' real needs Once again, the teachers of BC are asking the provincial government to heed their calls for adequate funding to meet the increasingly urgent needs of students across the province.  In a comprehensive brief delivered at a hearing of the Select Standing Committee on Finance and Government Services in Surrey on Thursday evening, the BC Teachers’ Federation’s fundamental request was that committee members “recommend a revision to the education funding system so that the real costs are reflected in the funding for this next budget year.”  “If our students are to be prepared for the demands of the 21st century, we must find ways to meet their educational needs,” the brief states. Most students do succeed: 80% graduate from high school, although Aboriginal students barely surpass the 50% mark, and we all want to increase that percentage. Students in the other 20% need the most support to reach the goal of secondary school graduation. BC schools are seeing:  more students with special needs, especially a dramatic increase in the Autism spectrum. more students identified as having English as a Second Language and twice as many more who, although not designated ESL, don’t speak English at home. more Kindergarten students, the leading edge of enrolment increases to come, are now to receive full-day programs, without the extra funding needed to implement them. At the same time, there are demands for more up-to-date technology in schools even as other costs, such as the requirement for carbon offsets, increase the funding crunch.   “It is because we have the highest needs ever that the government’s oft-repeated refrain about the ‘highest funding ever’ does not satisfy those of us who confront these unmet needs in the classroom,” said BCTF President Susan Lambert. “Our students—everyone’s children—deserve better.”  Using data from the Ministry of Education, the BCTF brief presents tables or graphs illustrating: the number of students with high-support special needs has increased. the number of classes with four or more students with an Individual Education Plan is up. the number of ESL and learning specialist teachers has declined. Kindergarten enrolment is on the increase. BC’s relative spending on K–12 public education has steadily fallen. BC has lost a higher percentage of teachers than other provinces. BC falls behind in education spending as a percentage of Gross Domestic Product. The brief concludes: “The reality is that every year in the last decade, the costs of providing quality educational service have grown faster than funding increases.” The BCTF recommends that “at minimum, funding increases in the second decade of the 21st century restore educational services that were lost in the first decade of the 21st century.”  To read the brief in full, please visit the BCTF website at: www.bctf.ca/BriefsAndPositionPapers.aspx  -  30  - For more information, contact Nancy Knickerbocker, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell).)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/Newsmag.aspx?id=21560&printPage=true,BCTF > Teacher Newsmagazine, September 2010  	BCTF Teacher Newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > September 2010     Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 23, Number 1, September 2010  View the complete publication in PDF format here. View the table of contents in HTML format to select specific articles here.)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Touring a natural gas drilling rig with @MLA Mike Bernier, and Brian from EnCana http://t.co/AifdJ4H07b" @Teresa_Wat - 06:01pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/francais/NouvellesFECB.aspx?id=32802,Nouvelles de la FECB Vol.19, No.20, 30 avril 2014  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Nouvelles de la FECB archives 2013–14  2012–13  Home > Français > Nouvelles de la FECB > 2013-14 Archive     Volume 19, Numéro 20, 30 avril 2014 Le gouvernement sous pression Iker exhorte les commissaires à se prononcer sur le sous-financement Ce n’est pas une blague : un directeur du Ministère de l'Éducation passe un contrat avec une adolescente pour étudier la formation des enseignants en Finlande N'oubliez pas de lire les mises à jour sur la négociation Des centaines de personnes se réunissent dans toute la Colombie-Britannique pour honorer les travailleurs blessés et tués Les groupes partenaires signent une lettre commune au gouvernement La première conférence sur le mentorat des enseignants a été un grand succès Rendez-vous dans les collines et engagez-vous Mission passe une politique anti homophobie Le gouvernement sous pression  A l’issue de la première semaine des moyens de pression sur les moyens de travail, il est clair que la BCPSEA et le gouvernement ressentent la pression. Le Ministre de l'Éducation Peter Fassbender et le négociateur en chef de BCPSEA ont tous deux essayé de se défendre en disant aux médias provinciaux que les exigences de la FECB mettraient en danger la cote de crédit de la Colombie-Britannique. C'est une déclaration absurde, et personne en Colombie-Britannique ne croit cela lorsque nous voyons des centaines de millions qui partent dans des stades et dans un règlement avec California Power. Vous pouvez visionner ici la forte réaction de Jim Iker à ces déclarations, où il a demandé si la BCPSEA n’avait pas encore reçu le mandat de faire des « gros changements ». Encore plus révélateur du fait que le gouvernement ressent la pression a été le discours de Fassbender aux 300 commissaires réunis pour l'Assemblée générale annuelle de l'Association des School Trustees de la Colombie-Britannique. Il était contrit et désolé car il savait qu'il faisait face à une foule mécontente, étant donné le sous-financement de l'éducation et le transfert des coûts. Et alors qu'il a tenu un discours musclé sur la négociation, il était évident qu'il ressentait beaucoup de pression.   Iker exhorte les commissaires à se prononcer sur le sous-financement Fassbender n'est pas la seule personne qui s'est adressée aux administrateurs lors de leur récente Assemblée générale annuelle. Jim Iker a exhorté les commissaires des écoles à faire monter la pression sur Clark et Fassbender. "Ils doivent sentir la pression ou ils ne changeront pas de cap. Le plaidoyer calme n'a pas permis d’obtenir les résultats dont les enfants de la C.-B. ont besoin. " Iker a également demandé aux commissaires de se joindre aux enseignants pour faire pression sur le gouvernement pour un meilleur financement de l'éducation. Les commissaires ont adopté une série de motions sur de nombreuses questions, y compris un appel au gouvernement à partager les coûts des projets d'immobilisation tels que la mise à niveau sismique des écoles.   Ce n’est pas une blague : un directeur du Ministère de l'Éducation passe un contrat avec une adolescente pour étudier la formation des enseignants en Finlande Vous devez absolument lire cette histoire à propos de l'adolescente qui a reçu un contrat de Rick Davis, directeur de la réussite, pour étudier la formation des enseignants en Finlande. Le billet de blogue est de Wayne Ross de la Faculté d'éducation de UBC, avec les dessous de l’histoire tels que glanés par Jordan Bateman de la Fédération des contribuables canadiens à partir d’une demande d’accès à l’information. N'oubliez pas de lire les mises à jour sur la négociation Des séances de négociations ont eu lieues la semaine dernière, hier et aujourd'hui. Vous pouvez lire ce qui s'est passé en vous connectant sur le portail de la FECB à MyBCTF. Des centaines de personnes se réunissent dans toute la Colombie-Britannique pour honorer les travailleurs blessés et tués Toutes les 15 secondes : c'est la fréquence à laquelle un travailleur, quelque part dans le monde, est tué sur son lieu de travail. Chaque année, la Fédération du travail de la CB, les conseils du travail et les syndicats individuels participent aux cérémonies du 28 avril du Jour de deuil national, qui commémore les travailleurs qui ont perdu la vie ou ont été blessés au travail. L'an dernier, 128 personnes sont mortes, soit d’accidents du travail ou de maladies. La Fédération du travail de la Colombie-Britannique exige que le gouvernement poursuive pénalement les employeurs dont la négligence entraîne la mort d'un travailleur ou une lésion traumatique. Irene Lanzinger, secrétaire-trésorière à la Fédération du travail de la Colombie-Britannique, dit que les amendes ne fonctionnent pas toujours parce que les grandes entreprises absorbent facilement ces sanctions pécuniaires.   Les groupes partenaires signent une lettre commune au gouvernement Les commissaires du Conseil scolaire de Vancouver, les parents, le Comité des élèves du conseil scolaire, les associations d'enseignants, les administrateurs et les syndicats du personnel de soutien sont les signataires collectifs d’une lettre envoyée au ministre Fassbender le 24 avril, appelant à des fonds supplémentaires pour combler le déficit de  11 650 000 $ auquel fait face le conseil scolaire. Lire la lettre ici.   La première conférence sur le mentorat des enseignants a été un grand succès Plus de 120 enseignants, administrateurs et professeurs d'université ont participé à une conférence productive à Richmond les 10 et 11 avril. Les participants, représentant 25 conseils scolaires différents, se sont réunis pour discuter des différents modèles de programmes de mentorat actuellement en place en Colombie-Britannique et la manière de développer une culture du mentorat dans le milieu de l'enseignement de la Colombie-Britannique. Glen Hansman, premier vice-président de la FECB, a parlé lors de l'ouverture de la conférence et a rappelé aux participants qu’un financement adéquat devait être mis en place pour que le mentorat soit un succès. Rendez-vous dans les collines et engagez-vous Les Associations provinciales de spécialistes en environnement, pour les petites écoles et les écoles en milieu rural, en apprentissage coopératif et en éducation physique unissent leurs forces pour la conférence « Mobilisation active/Actively Engaged » le 9 mai prochain à Hills Guest Ranch à 108 Mile House. Inscrivez-vous ici. Mission passe une politique anti homophobie Le Conseil scolaire de Mission a adopté, le 23 avril dernier, la Politique n°26 : La minorité sexuelle (identité orientation sexuelle) anti homophobe. Félicitations à Michael Ross du Syndicat des enseignants de Mission et aux autres qui ont été les défenseurs à long terme du personnel enseignant et des élèves LGBT de Mission. Mission est le 30e conseil scolaire de la province à adopter une politique anti homophobie. Environ la moitié des conseils scolaires de la province ont maintenant de telles politiques. Xtra, dans son numéro vancouverois, a récemment publié un article passant en revue l'état des politiques antis homophobes dans toute la province. Vous pouvez le lire ici.      Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12096,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2001 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 13, Number 7, May/June 2001 BCTF supports campaign against video-game violence by Nany Knickerbocker The images are gruesome and the sounds are sickening, but the pace is exhilarating and the points mount up as the shooter hits his mark again and again. Welcome to the imaginary but frightening world of violent video games. The entertainment software industry, worth an estimated 12 billion dollars a year, is growing twice as fast as the movie business and four times faster than the music recording or book publishing industries. With bullying and school violence high on the agenda of public concerns, teachers and parents increasingly question the impact of violent interactive media on children’s growing minds and bodies. Last fall, the BCTF joined with other concerned organizations to form the new Coalition Opposed to Violent Entertainment. The other founding members of COVE represent End the Arms Race, the Public Education for Peace Society, the RCMP, Media Watch, and SFU’s Communications Department. At a news conference to launch the coalition, BCTF President David Chudnovsky said that children are receiving fundamentally mixed messages. "While we teach non-violent problem solving in schools, society glorifies violence and markets it to children as entertainment. These contradictions can have very unhealthy consequences for our children and students," he said. "Most parents have very limited exposure to violent video games–even those played by their own children," said COVE co-ordinator Jillian Skeet, mother of a six-year-old boy. "When I had a chance to see some of the most popular games first-hand, I was shocked and heartsick to think that companies are targeting our children with these truly antisocial products. The content was far beyond anything I could have imagined, including sadistic violence, dismemberment, and torture." Stephen Kline, a professor of communications at SFU, said video games are contributing to a culture of violence that seeks aggressive solutions to social problems. His surveys of more than 1,000 young people reveal that 65% of the favourite video games of most teens and pre-teens are violent. The Entertainment Software Rating Board (ESRB) is an industry-funded body that classifies its products for different age categories. Kline said the rating board’s web site lists 5,098 games, of which 2,333 have violence warnings. Of the 1,005 games rated for teens, 848 have violent warnings; 317 have blood-and-gore warnings. RCMP superintendent Jamie Graham said police are particularly concerned about "first-person shooter" games in which the player’s point of view is down the barrel of a gun. These games replicate the simulators used to train soldiers to kill. "They desensitize human beings, and shooting becomes a game." he said. Graham recounted a chilling anecdote about a Kentucky child who brought a gun to school, fired eight shots and hit eight classmates–five in the head and three in the chest. Investigators, appalled and amazed by the young killer’s deadly accuracy, later learned that he had never used a real gun but he had logged more than 10,000 hours on a first-person shooter video game. That particular game gives bonus points for head shots. Similarly, in the wake of the mass murder at Columbine High School, it was revealed that both young killers were obsessive players of first-person shooter games, including Doom and Quake. The families of slain teacher Dave Sanders and other Columbine victims have launched a five-billion dollar lawsuit against 25 entertainment companies including Nintendo, Sega, Sony, and AOL Time Warner. The suit alleges that without "the combination of extremely violent video games and these boys’ incredibly deep involvement, use of, and addiction to these games–these murders and this massacre would not have occurred." Those shocking events have dramatically increased public demand for strategies to resist the casual brutality of the video game subculture. Interest in the work of COVE has grown exponentially, with requests pouring in from media, parents, and teachers for information as well as presentations to schools and community groups. The increased public pressure has also sparked legislators to act. In April, the B.C. government passed North America’s first legislation to implement a mandatory classification and regulatory system for video games. It will parallel the structure currently in place to regulate adult videos and films under the Motion Picture Act, and it will prohibit retailers from renting or selling mature or adult video games to children. While members of COVE expressed some concern that the regulations are based upon the industry’s ESRB system, they welcomed the government’s initiative. "B.C.’s Video Game Act is definitely a significant step in the right direction. At least with this system in place parents and caregivers will have the information to make more informed choices about what their children play," said Skeet. She warned that concerned citizens should prepare to defend the legislation against the inevitable backlash from industry. She urged parents and teachers to focus on the many non-violent video games that use digital technology in a creative, rather than destructive, way. Such games feature racing, sports, exploring, and building. What are the games your children or students enjoy? Why not write to Teacher and share your suggestions for non-violent video game fun? Nancy Knickerbocker is the BCTF’s media relations officer. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11984&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2001 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 13, Number 4, Jan./Feb. 2001 Did you attend a PSA conference on October 20? by Helen Middleditch If you did attend one of the 23 provincial specialist association (PSA) conferences, you were one of the more than 7,600 B.C. teachers who did. PSA Council and the individual PSAs are really happy to see the increase of about 1,700 registrations over last year. One small association was delighted with a 71% increase! In fact, some conferences were so well attended that facility maximums were reached and some PSAs reported having to close registration and, sadly, even to turn people away at the door. Our regrets if you were one of the unlucky ones—we hope we’ll be able to accommodate all of you next year. PSAs have been working hard to attract teachers to their conferences. You probably remember receiving your own copy of the colourful PSA conference flyer back in September. Feedback indicates that teachers appreciated the flyer—it caught their attention and gave them the information they needed about PSA conferences. Teachers also commented that they liked receiving their own copy rather than having to rely solely on staffroom notice boards. By the way, your flyer is worth hanging on to since it also has information on the back page regarding those PSA conferences being held between now and May 2001. You might be interested to learn what your conference fee buys for you. As you can well imagine, putting on a conference is not only a huge job, it’s also an expensive undertaking. We are all too aware of the rising costs of hotel rooms and air flights. Meals and coffee breaks are costly too. At one time, holding a conference in a school was an economy, but now some schools are starting to charge rental rates close to the rental fees charged by hotel conference facilities. PSA conference committees work very hard to keep the costs as low as possible while at the same time providing as much as possible for members. The graph below shows where your conference dollar is spent. While we celebrate these successes, PSA Council also has cause for concern. There are more and more commercial conferences being offered on PSA Day. When considering whether to attend a PSA conference or a commercial conference, here is some information to help guide your decision: PSA conferences are the most powerful way for a PSA to maintain or increase membership. The larger the membership, the greater the ability to speak on behalf of members to the BCTF and the Ministry of Education. However, organizers of commercial conferences can not represent the views of teachers regarding curriculum or any other matters. Your PSA conference registration fee goes directly back into services for teachers. It covers conference expenses and provides start-up money for the next conference. It helps finance lobbying at the Ministry level. It also helps support newsletters and journals for members. On the other hand, organizers of commercial conferences have no further responsibility to those who attend. PSA conferences are put on by volunteers—your teacher colleagues—whose aim is to provide the best PD at the best price possible. Commercial conferences are in the business of making a profit from teachers’ PD funds. PSA conferences not only present big name speakers but also showcase B.C. educators whose presentations demonstrate an understanding of the complexities of the B.C. education scene, whereas commercial conferences tend to look at offering one big name speaker who will address the flavour of the month, often from a U.S. perspective. So next time when you debate whether to “go commercial” remember that PSA conferences are all about the realities of teaching in B.C. They are a great way for finding out what’s going on in the province and for networking with other teachers. This is your opportunity to add your voice to discussions among the PSA, the BCTF, and the Ministry regarding curricular and professional issues. Click to enlarge image. Helen Middleditch, teaches at South Nelson Elementary School, Nelson, and is deputy chair of the PSA Council.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "Gr8 event honoring Taiwan ROC w many friends @douglasbing @marvinhunt4bc @KerryLynneFindl @mhlchiu26 @prairiechinois http://t.co/85TUCQsbrI" @John_Yap - 05:40pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20140925,www.familiesfundingteachers.ca,http://www.familiesfundingteachers.ca/?p=367,#LoveLettersFromTeachers | Families Funding Teachers Families Funding Teachers Because the BC Liberals won't Skip to content About Why Support BC Teachers? Donate Educate Advocate Communicate ← @ChristyClarkbc’s teacher “talking points” breach credibility zone #MulletOfJustice → #LoveLettersFromTeachers Posted on September 8, 2014 | Comments Off Far from greedy, we’ve found BC teachers to be a grateful, humble lot. Here are some of their love letters to #fft: You are incredible – you are speaking out with strength and clarity against growing injustice, of which this attack on public education is a symptom. You understand that there is a larger agenda at work, and you are using your creative, visionary power to fight back. I salute you, and I thank you from the bottom of my heart. I’m a teacher- I love my job and I love children. I believe their level of wealth and privilege should not determine whether or not they receive a quality education. Your website moved and inspired me! Rock on! ~ Joellen We are two teachers helping to organize the picket lines at Vancouver schools and we wanted to let you know how appreciative we are of your fantastic support for BC teachers. Acts like this from members of the community mean SO MUCH to teachers and make a world of difference in keeping our spirits up and building solidarity. Your work is supporting both our bellies and our hearts! ~ Chloe & Jody As a Vancouver teacher I just wanted to express my sincere thanks for all you are doing. As this dispute drags on morale can start to slide. The actions and support of individuals like you and countless others, parents and non-parents alike, are doing so much to strengthen our resolve as well as letting the government know this is not just the teachers’ battle. THANKYOU! ~ Brenda My husband and I are proud teachers on the Sunshine Coast who have not seen public education in BC be so severely underfunded and undervalued in the 25 years we’ve been teaching. Thank you so much for your moral and financial support of teachers. I can’t say enough how uplifting it is to know that parents understand and care, and are willing to make a personal sacrifice to support teachers. Again, thank you!! ~ Jane I just wanted to thank you for everything you are doing. It means a lot. ~ Heidi If I had money to donate …I surely would! Just like most other teachers in BC, we’re in the same boat…No money coming in and having to make ends meet as both of us are teachers with three teenagers and a mortgage to pay! We don’t have credit cards or a line of credit either…I know there are teachers in worse shape than us. We are getting more and more anxious, the longer this is getting dragged out. We are hoping and praying this come to an end real soon so we don’t lose our house! ~ Sincerely broke, Don Share the love! This entry was posted in Uncategorized. Bookmark the permalink. ← @ChristyClarkbc’s teacher “talking points” breach credibility zone #MulletOfJustice → Search for: Recent Posts Who Dat, Who Dat? @BCTF! Rocky Mountain Flatbread Co. & Bandidas <3 Teachers! #MacGyverADeal #MulletOfJustice Ask an MLA: Tough Questions from Citizens Needed #AllAboutTheKids Vancouver SuperRally for Arbitration – TOMORROW! Bandidas donates $2,441.25 to @FamiliesFunding #TeachersHeartParents How can BC afford quality public education? Easy #PotsandPansforPublicEducationRally #MulletOfJustice #LoveLettersFromTeachers @ChristyClarkbc’s teacher “talking points” breach credibility zone #HatersGonnaHate but @FamiliesFunding spreads the love BC Teachers Strike: A History Lesson Take Action! Attend a Rally MLA Playdate Buy a t-shirt! Donate to BC Teacher Food Bank Drive Rally for Change 10 Things You Can Do Sign A Petition Put Children First Premier Clark, Negotiate with teachers Creative Commons This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 2.5 Canada License Visit BCTF Link Love Vancity supports BC Teachers I Support BC Teachers We Support BC Teachers Famous Actors Support BC Teachers BC Businesses Support BC Teachers BC Federation of Labour supports BC Teachers Resources A Fair Deal Better Schools for BC Protect Public Education Now What the Ministry of Education Doesn't Say Why Teachers are Striking Proudly powered by WordPress. Theme: Coraline by WordPress.com.)
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(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/BCTF63?lang=fa,SaanichTeachers (@BCTF63) | Twitter توییتر زمینه جستجو جستجو جستجوهای ذخیره شده حذف حساب تایید شده @ کاربران پیشنهادی حساب تایید شده @ حساب تایید شده @ زبان: فارسی العربية Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 حساب کاربری دارید؟ ورود تازه واردید؟ همین امروز بپیوندید » ورود تلفن٬ ایمیل یا نام کاربری گذرواژه (رمز عبور) ورود مرا به یاد داشته باش گذرواژه خود را فراموش کرده‌اید؟ از طریق پیامک از توییتر استفاده میکنید؟ SaanichTeachers @BCTF63 توييت‌ها ۷۴۹ عکس‌ها/ویدئوها ۶۳ دنبال‌شونده‌ها ۳۳۰ دنبال‌كننده‌ها ۴۵۸ برگزیده‌ها ۱۲۷   بیشتر برگزیده‌ها فهرست‌ها باصدا کردن @BCTF63 بی‌صدا کردن @BCTF63 دنبال کنید دنبال می‌کنید دنبال نكن مسدود شده‌ درآوردن از حالت مسدود در انتظار لغو SaanichTeachers @BCTF63 A proud local of the BCTF based on southern Vancouver Island. Central Saanich, BC saanichteachers.com در شهریور ۱۳۹۱ ه‍.ش. پیوسته است ۶۳ عکس و ویدیوی جدید توييت‌ها توييت‌ها توییت ها و پاسخ ها SaanichTeachers @BCTF63  ·  ۸ مهر Today: first payday in a long time for @BCTF63 teachers. Please see email from @sd63schools regarding pay calculation. #questions پاسخ ۰ reply بازتوییت بازتوییت شده ۰ retweet برگزیدن برگزیده شده ۰ favorite بیشتر قراردادن توییت در سایت خود SaanichTeachers @BCTF63  ·  ۴ مهر It's Friday! We hope all @BCTF63 teachers had a good first week. Please remember to take some time for yourself this weekend. #sd63 پاسخ ۰ reply بازتوییت بازتوییت شده ۴ retweets ۴ برگزیدن برگزیده شده ۳ favorites ۳ بیشتر قراردادن توییت در سایت خود SaanichTeachers @BCTF63  ·  ۳۱ شهریور We want to thank @bctf teachers who will be in front of children today teaching and enriching lives. #bced Take care of yourselves too! پاسخ ۰ reply بازتوییت بازتوییت شده ۸ retweets ۸ برگزیدن برگزیده شده ۵ favorites ۵ بیشتر قراردادن توییت در سایت خود SaanichTeachers @BCTF63  ·  ۲۹ شهریور Thank you to all our #Saanich @sd63schools #cupe colleagues for support. Your support was so appreciated + uplifting. #solidarity #bced پاسخ ۰ reply بازتوییت بازتوییت شده ۲ retweets ۲ برگزیدن برگزیده شده ۱ favorite ۱ بیشتر قراردادن توییت در سایت خود SaanichTeachers @BCTF63  ·  ۲۹ شهریور Fascinating #bced article http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/british-columbia/the-secret-meeting-that-broke-the-bc-teachers-impasse/article20712872/ … #bcpoli نمایش خلاصه پاسخ ۰ reply بازتوییت بازتوییت شده ۰ retweet برگزیدن برگزیده شده ۰ favorite بیشتر قراردادن توییت در سایت خود SaanichTeachers retweeted Lana Popham MLA @lanapopham  ·  ۲۹ شهریور Climate change is the greatest threat to global food production in our time. http://saanichsouth.blogspot.ca/2014/09/as-new-democrat-spokesperson-for.html … #bcpoli پاسخ ۰ reply بازتوییت بازتوییت شده ۴ retweets ۴ برگزیدن برگزیده شده ۳ favorites ۳ بیشتر قراردادن توییت در سایت خود SaanichTeachers @BCTF63  ·  ۲۸ شهریور Just a friendly reminder to all @BCTF63 teachers; today is YOUR day to use as you see fit. No requirement to attend work/meetings. #bced پاسخ ۰ reply بازتوییت بازتوییت شده ۲ retweets ۲ برگزیدن برگزیده شده ۲ favorites ۲ بیشتر قراردادن توییت در سایت خود SaanichTeachers @BCTF63  ·  ۲۷ شهریور Over 400 @BCTF63 teachers in the @SD63Stellys gym. Thanks to all @bctf teachers for attending! #bced pic.twitter.com/5095jDP7if مشاهده عکس‌ها و ویدیوهای بیشتر پاسخ ۰ reply بازتوییت بازتوییت شده ۵ retweets ۵ برگزیدن برگزیده شده ۴ favorites ۴ بیشتر قراردادن توییت در سایت خود SaanichTeachers @BCTF63  ·  ۲۷ شهریور Reminder for @BCTF63 members if you cannot attend Stelly's session you can vote at the STA Office from 8-4pm Thursday. پاسخ ۰ reply بازتوییت بازتوییت شده ۲ retweets ۲ برگزیدن برگزیده شده ۰ favorite بیشتر قراردادن توییت در سایت خود SaanichTeachers retweeted Aaron Mueller @aaronmueller  ·  ۲۵ شهریور A deal, a deal, a tentative deal! Vote will be soon and can't wait to see the details. Woke up to good news today! #bced پاسخ ۰ reply بازتوییت بازتوییت شده ۱۶ retweets ۱۶ برگزیدن برگزیده شده ۱۰ favorites ۱۰ بیشتر قراردادن توییت در سایت خود SaanichTeachers @BCTF63  ·  ۲۵ شهریور Details on Thursday vote to follow later today. #bced We think bargaining team deserve a few zzzzzs. #bced پاسخ ۰ reply بازتوییت بازتوییت شده ۱ retweet ۱ برگزیدن برگزیده شده ۲ favorites ۲ بیشتر قراردادن توییت در سایت خود SaanichTeachers @BCTF63  ·  ۲۵ شهریور Vote Thursday. #bced پاسخ ۰ reply بازتوییت بازتوییت شده ۱ retweet ۱ برگزیدن برگزیده شده ۰ favorite بیشتر قراردادن توییت در سایت خود SaanichTeachers retweeted Alberta Teachers Asn @albertateachers  ·  ۲۵ شهریور Congratulations! RT @bctf: A tentative settlement has been reached this morning. Details not being released at this time. #bced #abed دیدن گفتگو پاسخ ۰ reply بازتوییت بازتوییت شده ۱۲ retweets ۱۲ برگزیدن برگزیده شده ۶ favorites ۶ بیشتر قراردادن توییت در سایت خود SaanichTeachers retweeted CFAX1070 @cfax1070  ·  ۲۵ شهریور BREAKING NEWS in the BC teachers's dispute. BCTF announces via twitter a tentative settlement with the government #bced #bcpoli پاسخ ۰ reply بازتوییت بازتوییت شده ۸ retweets ۸ برگزیدن برگزیده شده ۱ favorite ۱ بیشتر قراردادن توییت در سایت خود SaanichTeachers retweeted CKNW @CKNW  ·  ۲۵ شهریور Deal has been reached in the Education dispute in BC. Keep it on @CKNW for all the details. پاسخ ۰ reply بازتوییت بازتوییت شده ۱۶ retweets ۱۶ برگزیدن برگزیده شده ۸ favorites ۸ بیشتر قراردادن توییت در سایت خود SaanichTeachers retweeted Charmaine de Silva @char_des  ·  ۲۵ شهریور Just spoke to @bctf pres Jim Iker. Says tentative deal now go to members. When schools open hinges on vote timeline, rules for that. #bced پاسخ ۰ reply بازتوییت بازتوییت شده ۲۵ retweets ۲۵ برگزیدن برگزیده شده ۷ favorites ۷ بیشتر قراردادن توییت در سایت خود SaanichTeachers retweeted BCTF @bctf  ·  ۲۵ شهریور Thank you #bced teachers for your commitment, courage, and strength. More details will be available later this morning. #bcpoli پاسخ ۰ reply بازتوییت بازتوییت شده ۳۲۱ retweets ۳۲۱ برگزیدن برگزیده شده ۲۰۱ favorites ۲۰۱ بیشتر قراردادن توییت در سایت خود SaanichTeachers retweeted Paul Steer @PaulSteer  ·  ۲۵ شهریور #BCTF local offices will be gearing up for the 2nd province wide #bced vote in as many wks. No word yet as to when. Details, details! پاسخ ۰ reply بازتوییت بازتوییت شده ۹ retweets ۹ برگزیدن برگزیده شده ۱ favorite ۱ بیشتر قراردادن توییت در سایت خود SaanichTeachers retweeted Steve Lus @stevecbc  ·  ۲۵ شهریور They did what many predicted impossible. No legislation. A tentative deal. Breakthrough. Vince Ready wears white hat again. #bced #cbc پاسخ ۰ reply بازتوییت بازتوییت شده ۱۵ retweets ۱۵ برگزیدن برگزیده شده ۶ favorites ۶ بیشتر قراردادن توییت در سایت خود SaanichTeachers دنبال کرد Mike Galliford, wesupportbcteachers, Cheryl Bloxham و 23 نفر دیگر باصدا کردن @mikegalliford بی‌صدا کردن @mikegalliford دنبال کنید دنبال می‌کنید دنبال نكن مسدود شده‌ درآوردن از حالت مسدود در انتظار لغو Mike Galliford @mikegalliford Learner, Teacher, Responsible Crew Member on Spaceship Earth باصدا کردن @WeSupportBCTeac بی‌صدا کردن @WeSupportBCTeac دنبال کنید دنبال می‌کنید دنبال نكن مسدود شده‌ درآوردن از حالت مسدود در انتظار لغو wesupportbcteachers @WeSupportBCTeac Tweets from Twitter and our Facebook page. We are parents. We are CUPE. We want a fair deal for BC Teachers and better support for kids We Support BC Teachers! ممکن است توییتر بسیار شلوغ باشد یا اینکه دچار یک وقفه موقت شده باشد. دوباره سعی کنید برای اطلاعات بیشتر از وضعیت توییتر دیدن کنید. بستن SaanichTeachers دنبال کرد هیچ به روزرسانی از SaanichTeachers را از دست ندهید Central Saanich, BC · تغییر Twitter © 2014 درباره راهنما اطلاعات آگهی بستن موضوعات داغ موضوعات داغ متناسب با سلیقه شما موضوعات پرطرفدار راهی منحصر به فرد برای در جریان قرار گرفتن از آنچه که برایتان مهم است فراهم می‌کند. این انتخاب‌ها بر اساس مکان شما و کسانی که دنبال می‌‌‌‌‌کنید تنظیم می‌شوند. تغییر نگاه داشتن موضوعات داغ متناسب با سلیقه شما دریافت موضوعات داغ جهانی تایید پنهان کن بستن قبلی بعدی بستن برو به نمایه یک شخص جستجوهای ذخیره شده حذف حساب تایید شده @ کاربران پیشنهادی حساب تایید شده @ حساب تایید شده @ بستن بازتوییت برای دنبال کنندگان شما؟ لغو بازتوییت بستن آیا مطمئن هستید که می‌خواهید این توییت را پاک کنید؟ لغو حذف بستن مسدود کردن لغو مسدود کردن افزودن موقعیت مکانی به توییت‌ها اگر توییت شما حاوی اطلاعات مکانی باشد، توییتر آن مکان را ذخیره می‌کند. شما می‌توانید موقعیت مکانی خود را قبل از فرستادن هر توییت خاموش/روشن کنید، و همیشه این امکان را دارید که تاریخچه‌ موقعیت‌های مکانی را از توییت‌های خود حذف کنید. بیشتر بدانید فعال‌ کردن مکان‌یابی الان نه غیرفعال کردن مکان‌یابی بستن خلاصه نمایه بستن فهرست‌های شما بستن ایجاد یک فهرست تازه نام فهرست شرح کمتر از ١٠٠ حرف، اختیاری فهرست‌ها: حریم خصوصی عمومی · همه می‌توانند این فهرست را دنبال کنند خصوصی · فقط شما میتوانید به این فهرست دسترسی داشته باشید ذخیره فهرست بستن بستن قراردادن این توییت در سایت خود این توییت را با کپی کردن کد زیر به وب‌سایت خود اضافه کنید Learn more مشکلی در اتصال به سرور به وجود آمد. دوباره امتحان می کنید؟ شامل توییت اولیه شامل رسانه غیرنوشتاری پیش‌نمایش بستن عضو توییتر شوید مشترک توییتر نیستید؟ نام نویسی کنید تا از آنچه که برای شما مهم است با خبر شده و هم به شکل آنی در جریان رویدادهای تازه قرار بگیرید. حساب کاربری دارید؟ ورود » بستن کدهای کوتاه (ارسال و دریافت) دو طرفه: کشور کد برای مشتریانِ ایالات متحده آمریکا 40404 (هر) کانادا 21212 (هر) انگلیس 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 برزیل 40404 Nextel, TIM هاییتی 40404 Digicel, Voila ایرلند 51210 Vodafone, O2 هند 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance اندونزی 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata ایتالیا 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » کدهای پیام کوتاه را برای دیگر کشورها مشاهده کنید بستن تایید)
(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/CKNW?lang=he,CKNW (@CKNW) | Twitter טוויטר שאילתת חיפוש חיפוש בטוויטר חיפושים שמורים הסרה חשבון מאומת @ משתמשים מומלצים חשבון מאומת @ חשבון מאומת @ שפה: עברית Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 כבר יש לך חשבון? כניסה הגעת לא מזמן לטוויטר? הצטרף היום » כניסה טלפון, דואר אלקטרוני או שם משתמש ססמה כניסה זכור אותי שכחת את הססמה? כבר התחלת להשתמש בטוויטר דרך מסרונים? CKNW @CKNW ציוצים ‏76.9 אלף תמונות/סרטונים 2,125 במעקב 372 עוקבים ‏42.6 אלף אהובים 183   עוד אהובים רשימות ביטול השתקת @CKNW השתקת @CKNW לעקוב ברשימת המעקב להפסיק לעקוב חסימה שחרור בהמתנה ביטול CKNW @CKNW Breaking news from CKNW News Talk 980 - BC's News Leader. Vancouver, BC cknw.com מועד ההצטרפות: ינואר 2009 2,125 תמונות וסרטונים ציוצים ציוצים Tweets & replies CKNW @CKNW  ·  7 דק׳ . @GregMooredotca makes it official announcing on Twitter he has filed his papers to seek another term in the #PoCo mayors chair. #munipoli תגובה 0 replies לצייץ מחדש צויץ מחדש 1 retweet 1 אהוב סומן כאהוב 0 favorites עוד הטמעת ציוץ CKNW retweeted Shelby Thom @ShelbyThom980  ·  15 דק׳ . @VancouverPD looking for one suspect. White 35-40 years old, 5"10, medium build, dark clothing. Sketch to come. pic.twitter.com/1tpkpKczN4 צפייה בעוד תמונות וסרטונים תגובה 0 replies לצייץ מחדש צויץ מחדש 2 אהוב סומן כאהוב 0 favorites עוד הטמעת ציוץ CKNW retweeted Shelby Thom @ShelbyThom980  ·  16 דק׳ . @VancouverPD says first victim in 80's & second victim in 90's. Third in 50's. @cknw pic.twitter.com/K1ZPFkkEk4 צפייה בעוד תמונות וסרטונים תגובה 0 replies לצייץ מחדש צויץ מחדש 3 retweets 3 אהוב סומן כאהוב 0 favorites עוד הטמעת ציוץ CKNW retweeted Shelby Thom @ShelbyThom980  ·  18 דק׳ The @VancouverPD says most recent attack Oct 3 woman confronted suspect & he allegedly punched her in the face. pic.twitter.com/s0zXXKBL5Z צפייה בעוד תמונות וסרטונים תגובה 0 replies לצייץ מחדש צויץ מחדש 4 retweets 4 אהוב סומן כאהוב 0 favorites עוד הטמעת ציוץ CKNW retweeted Shelby Thom @ShelbyThom980  ·  13 דק׳ Police say not looking at Asian targeted attacks as hate crime but rather sex crimes. pic.twitter.com/RobiTuOinC צפייה בעוד תמונות וסרטונים תגובה 0 replies לצייץ מחדש צויץ מחדש 3 retweets 3 אהוב סומן כאהוב 0 favorites עוד הטמעת ציוץ CKNW retweeted Shelby Thom @ShelbyThom980  ·  19 דק׳ The @VancouverPD issues public warning after 3 Middle aged - elderly Asian women attacked in #Vancouver April-Oct pic.twitter.com/ovdS06ms2z צפייה בעוד תמונות וסרטונים תגובה 0 replies לצייץ מחדש צויץ מחדש 3 retweets 3 אהוב סומן כאהוב 0 favorites עוד הטמעת ציוץ CKNW @CKNW  ·  10 דק׳ #bcpoli fall out from the Throne Speech from @christyclarkbc & @JJHorgan http://bit.ly/1uu8yyZ  #LNG הצגת סיכום תגובה 0 replies לצייץ מחדש צויץ מחדש 0 retweets אהוב סומן כאהוב 0 favorites עוד הטמעת ציוץ CKNW retweeted Sean Leslie @seanleslie980  ·  41 דק׳ . @jjhorgan says Petronas negotiating in public, may be angling for special deal with gov. #bcpoli תגובה 0 replies לצייץ מחדש צויץ מחדש 2 אהוב סומן כאהוב 1 favorite 1 עוד הטמעת ציוץ CKNW retweeted Marcella Bernardo @Bernardo980  ·  41 דק׳ Lawyer says no evidence his client 'drilled' Sandy Davidsen in June 2010 and 'the smell of that has been raised again this afternoon.' תגובה 0 replies לצייץ מחדש צויץ מחדש 2 אהוב סומן כאהוב 0 favorites עוד הטמעת ציוץ CKNW retweeted Sean Leslie @seanleslie980  ·  46 דק׳ @.jjhorgan says #Thronespeech dropped all mention of 100,000 LNG jobs, paying off debt. #bcpoli pic.twitter.com/0ce5fZppid צפייה בעוד תמונות וסרטונים תגובה 0 replies לצייץ מחדש צויץ מחדש 7 retweets 7 אהוב סומן כאהוב 1 favorite 1 עוד הטמעת ציוץ CKNW retweeted Marcella Bernardo @Bernardo980  ·  46 דק׳ Lawyer says Robinson didn't follow proper procedures, but actions were considered 'reasonable and proportionate' by outside investigators. תגובה 0 replies לצייץ מחדש צויץ מחדש 2 אהוב סומן כאהוב 0 favorites עוד הטמעת ציוץ CKNW retweeted Marcella Bernardo @Bernardo980  ·  48 דק׳ Lawyer for . @VancouverPD officer Taylor Robinson who knocked down disabled woman in #DTES says impact is 'nothing less than profound.' תגובה 0 replies לצייץ מחדש צויץ מחדש 2 אהוב סומן כאהוב 0 favorites עוד הטמעת ציוץ CKNW retweeted Sean Leslie @seanleslie980  ·  54 דק׳ . @christyclarkbc says success on #LNG would be 5 of 15 proposed plants built. Won't guess which ones will get green light. #bcpoli תגובה 0 replies לצייץ מחדש צויץ מחדש 3 retweets 3 אהוב סומן כאהוב 0 favorites עוד הטמעת ציוץ CKNW retweeted Sean Leslie @seanleslie980  ·  56 דק׳ Premier @christyclarkbc says goal still to cut GHG's by 33% by 2020, but "complicated" work still to do on LNG emissions. #bcpoli תגובה 0 replies לצייץ מחדש צויץ מחדש 4 retweets 4 אהוב סומן כאהוב 1 favorite 1 עוד הטמעת ציוץ CKNW retweeted Sean Leslie @seanleslie980  ·  שעה 1 Premier @christyclarkbc says Petronas simply representing their shareholders. Still hopes project will proceed. pic.twitter.com/5aPryKbRKS צפייה בעוד תמונות וסרטונים תגובה 0 replies לצייץ מחדש צויץ מחדש 2 אהוב סומן כאהוב 0 favorites עוד הטמעת ציוץ CKNW @CKNW  ·  שעה 1 Debate in Ottawa over the plan laid out by the federal government to fight ISIL & ISIS. @michaeleckford @CKNW תגובה 0 replies לצייץ מחדש צויץ מחדש 0 retweets אהוב סומן כאהוב 1 favorite 1 עוד הטמעת ציוץ CKNW @CKNW  ·  שעה 1 2/2 @VancouverPD say all 3 women attacked are Asian. Attacker described as a white man 35 to 40yo, 5’10” tall, wearing dark clothing. תגובה 0 replies לצייץ מחדש צויץ מחדש 1 retweet 1 אהוב סומן כאהוב 0 favorites עוד הטמעת ציוץ CKNW @CKNW  ·  שעה 1 . @VancouverPD are warning women to be careful after 3 attacks since April in the Oak, Cambie, & South Granville areas. 1/2 #Vancouver תגובה 0 replies לצייץ מחדש צויץ מחדש 3 retweets 3 אהוב סומן כאהוב 0 favorites עוד הטמעת ציוץ CKNW @CKNW  ·  2 שעות . @bcliberals #thronespeech says on economy, "we must choose to grow or decline..if we do nothing, we will have chosen decline." #lng תגובה 0 replies לצייץ מחדש צויץ מחדש 3 retweets 3 אהוב סומן כאהוב 0 favorites עוד הטמעת ציוץ CKNW @CKNW  ·  2 שעות . @bcliberals promising "comprehensive legislative framework" for LNG this #bcleg session that will be "fair to people of BC." #bcpoli תגובה 0 replies לצייץ מחדש צויץ מחדש 2 אהוב סומן כאהוב 0 favorites עוד הטמעת ציוץ טוויטר עמוס מהרגיל או שיש איזושהי מגבלה זמנית. לנסות שוב ניתן לבקר במצב של טוויטר למידע נוסף. סגירה CKNW עקב אחרי לא לפספס אף עדכונים מאת CKNW Vancouver, BC · לשנות © 2014 טוויטר על אודות עזרה מידע על הפרסומות סגירה נושאים חמים נושאים חמים במיוחד בשבילך. מגמות מציעות דרך ייחודית להתקרב לדברים שמעניינים אותך. הן תפורות אישית עבורך בהתבסס על המיקום שלך והאנשים שברשימת המעקב שלך. לשנות להשאיר את הנושאים החמים המותאמים לקבל נושאים חמים מרחבי העולם סיום התעלמות סגירה קודם הבא סגירה מעבר לפרופיל של משתמש חיפושים שמורים הסרה חשבון מאומת @ משתמשים מומלצים חשבון מאומת @ חשבון מאומת @ סגירה האם לצייץ מחדש לעוקבים שלך? ביטול לצייץ מחדש סגירה האם אכן ברצונך למחוק ציוץ זה? ביטול מחיקה סגירה חסימה ביטול חסימה הוספת זיהוי מיקום לציוציך בעת שליחת ציוץ הכולל מיקום, טוויטר שומר מיקום זה. באפשרותך להפעיל/לכבות את זיהוי המיקומים לפני כל ציוץ ותמיד באפשרותך למחוק את כל היסטוריית המיקומים שלך מידע נוסף הפעלת זיהוי מיקום לא עכשיו נטרול זיהוי המיקום סגירה תקציר הפרופיל סגירה הרשימות שלך סגירה יצירת רשימה חדשה שם הרשימה תיאור עד 100 תווים, רשות פרטיות פומבי · כל אחד רשאי לעקוב אחרי רשימה זו פרטי · רשימה זו שמירת רשימה סגירה סגירה הטמעת ציוץ זה ניתן להוסיף ציוץ זה לאתר שלך על־ידי העתקת הקוד שלהלן. מידע נוסף המממ, קרתה איזו תקלה בזמן ההתחברות לשרת. לנסות שוב? לכלול את ציוץ ההורה לכלול את המדיה תצוגה מקדימה סגירה הרשמה לטוויטר אינך משתמש/ת בטוויטר? הירשמו, פיקחו עין על הנושאים שמעניינים אתכם, וקבלו עדכונים בזמן אמת. כבר יש לך חשבון? כניסה » סגירה קודים קצרים דו־כיווניים (שליחה וקבלה): מדינה קוד ללקוחות של ארצות הברית 40404 (כולם) קנדה 21212 (כולם) בריטניה 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 ברזיל 40404 Nextel, TIM האיטי 40404 Digicel, Voila אירלנד 51210 Vodafone, O2 הודו 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance אינדונזיה 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata איטליה 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » הצגת קודים מקוצרים של SMS במדינות אחרות סגירה אישור)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9384&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 19, Number 2, October 2006 More women than men are getting their BAs The Canadian Federation for the Humanities and Social Sciences does an annual audit of the proportion of women in post-secondary education in Canada. Since 2001, they have collected data from Canadian Association of University Teachers and Statistics Canada to measure trends in women’s participation in university level education. The results show that although more women are now getting degrees than men—61% of first degrees were for women in 2003—women are still under represented at the higher levels and among faculty. Only 42% of doctoral degrees went to women and women make up only 31.7% of university faculty. – News Bulletin/UNA/CALM   Women still earning less than men Women’s incomes still lag behind men’s, according to a recent report from Statistics Canada. "The average earnings of employed women are still substantially lower than those of men, even when they are employed on a full-time basis," Statscan said. For example, in 2003, average earnings in Canada for full-time employed women were $36,500 a year, or 71% of what their male counterparts earned. Women are much more likely than men to be considered low-income. In 2003, 31% of single women were in that category." – News Bulletin/UNA/CALM)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/SocialJustice.aspx?id=6270&printPage=true,BCTF > Social justice learning resources and links  	BCTF Social Justice  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Social Justice Social Justice Learning Resources and Links Acts of transformation from war toys to peace art . This teaching resource guide was revised in 2009. It is dedicated to Sam Fillipoff who was an elementary teacher in Vancouver and a tireless advocate for the culture of peace for all children. Alberta Teachers' Association - publications for teachers. Building Bridges, Not Walls  is a synopsis of key proceedings from a conference sponsored by the Consortium on Diversity in Education. Practical lesson plans include: Responding to racism What can I do to respond to racism? Responses to racist incidents Concepts of discrimination  The refugee experience, a lesson plan Diversity bingo The Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA) fights poverty and works to make the world a safer and healthier place. Following the signing of the Japanese Canadian Redress Agreement, the federal government promised to create a Canadian Race Relations Foundation to "foster racial harmony and cross-cultural understanding and help to eliminate racism." Child & Family Canada, developed by the Canadian Child Care Federation, includes documents about social issues, literacy, special needs, and parenting. Choose Dignity, a kit for fighting hate, published by the Vancouver-based Westcoast Coalition for Human Dignity, identifies web sites that feature anti-hate information, including: Anti-Defamation League  Human Dignity Coalition  Gay & Lesbian Alliance Against Defamation  HateWatch  Simon Wiesenthal Center  CoDev is a non-profit agency working for social change and global education in the Americas. The Diversity Toolkit web site offers online resources, selected readings, and other tools to assist teachers, students, and activists who wish to challenge racism and promote the acceptance of differences within schools and communities. First Call is a coalition of over 60 provincial and regional organizations and hundreds of community groups and individuals who advocate for children and youth. The Fraser Region Community Justice Initiatives Association offers training and programs "to foster peace and the resolution of conflict inthe community through the development and application of Restorative Justice principles and processes." You can make a free donation of food to hungry people around the world once a day simply by visiting The Hunger Site. Sponsors pay for your donation to the United Nations World Food Programme. Initiative for Democratic Education in the Americas (Idea) Network brings together labour and social organizations committed to protecting and improving public education. Teaching for Change focuses on building social justice, starting in the classroom. War Child Canada is a registered Canadian charity that provides humanitarian assistance to children affected by war. Working closely with the music industry, War Child Canada also generates awareness, support and action for children's rights everywhere. Their Get Loud website features lesson plans, fact sheets, and discussion boards. Updated September 25, 2014 )
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media last tweet "" @ - 12:00am Follow @ last post "" facebook/ - Jan 1st Like Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/ContactUs.aspx?id=144,BCTF > Contact us  	Contact us  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Contact Us View Larger Map   Contact Us   British Columbia Teachers' Federation  100 - 550 West 6th Avenue Vancouver, BC, Canada V5Z 4P2 Phone 604-871-2283 Toll free 1-800-663-9163  BCTF contacts BCTF President: Jim Iker / presidentsoffice@bctf.ca The BCTF president’s office receives a high volume of e-mail. Each message is reviewed and we will make every effort to provide a timely response. BCTF Executive Committee Local presidents  Provincial specialist association presidents   BCTF staff  Staff alphabetical list  Departmental fax numbers  Communications and Campaigns Division (CCD)  Field Service Division  Health and Safety Program (prevention, workshops, WorkSafeBC Advocacy) Income Security Division (includes the Health and Wellness program, formerly the Rehabilitation Program) Legal Services Department  Professional & Social Issues Division  Research & Technology Division  Other contacts Boards of Education superintendents  For information about:   Contact / Go to:   General inquiries  604-871-2283; 1-800-663-9163   Media relations Rich Overgaard / rovergaard@bctf.ca  Pensions & benefits, Salary Indemnity Plan, BCTF Assistance Society benefits@bctf.ca  Member portal help portal@bctf.ca  Website content webinfo@bctf.ca  E-mail list issues listsupport@bctf.ca  Website technical issues webmanager@bctf.ca  Teacher certification  www.bcteacherregulation.ca  Salary categorization Teacher Qualification Service www.tqs.bc.ca  Contacts responsible for specific programs, services, and publications are listed on our web pages.   About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141007,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/FassbenderMLA/status/375324437035634688?screen_name=FassbenderMLA&screen_name=FassbenderMLA&id=375324437035634688&id=375324437035634688,Peter Fassbender on Twitter: "Do you love lemonade?  Do you also love to #volunteer in your community?  Then we need YOU!  Looking for 4... http://t.co/abSrqlUOvA" Twitter Search query Search Twitter Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Language: English Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Have an account? Sign in New to Twitter? Join Today » Sign In Phone, email or username Password Sign in Remember me Forgot password? Already using Twitter via text message? Follow Following Unfollow Blocked Unblock Pending Cancel Peter FassbenderVerified account ‏ @FassbenderMLA 4 Sep 2013 Do you love lemonade? Do you also love to #volunteer in your community? Then we need YOU! Looking for 4... http://fb.me/216Y2LAv6  Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet 11:28 AM - 4 Sep 2013 Don’t miss any updates from Peter Fassbender © 2014 Twitter About Help Ads info Close Flag this media This has already been marked as containing sensitive content. Flag this as containing potentially illegal content. Submit Cancel Learn more about flagging media Dismiss Close Previous Next Close Go to a person's profile Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Close Retweet this to your followers? Cancel Retweet Close Are you sure you want to delete this Tweet? Cancel Delete Close Block Cancel Block Add a location to your Tweets When you tweet with a location, Twitter stores that location. You can switch location on/off before each Tweet and always have the option to delete your location history. Learn more Turn location on Not now Turn off location Close Profile summary Close Your lists Close Create a new list List name Description Under 100 characters, optional Privacy Public · Anyone can follow this list Private · Only you can access this list Save list Close Close Embed this Tweet Add this Tweet to your website by copying the code below. Learn more Hmm, there was a problem reaching the server. Try again? Include parent Tweet Include media Preview Close Sign up for Twitter Not on Twitter? Sign up, tune into the things you care about, and get updates as they happen. Have an account? Sign in » Close Two-way (sending and receiving) short codes: Country Code For customers of United States 40404 (any) Canada 21212 (any) United Kingdom 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM Haiti 40404 Digicel, Voila Ireland 51210 Vodafone, O2 India 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Indonesia 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » See SMS short codes for other countries Close Confirmation)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=25034,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 4, January/February 2012   Self-paced adult ed programs coincide with ministry’s 21st century objectives So why are they being cut?  By Laura Barker   I have taught English and humanities for 20 years in an alternative, self-paced program for adult learners. These courses at Invergarry Adult Education Centre in Surrey have been reduced and are now at serious risk of being eliminated by increasingly stringent and discriminatory ministry funding rules. All this just when the Liberal government has declared its focus on 21st century “personalized learning,” and its intention to “Make BC the best educated, most literate jurisdiction on the continent.” These appear to be worthy goals, but we are all wondering if the province will support such objectives with the funding required to achieve them. If past practice is any indication of future actions, and if the government continues with its net-zero mandate and its “no more money” mantra, then these goals merely look like a recipe for failure for adult students. Many adults who return to school have needs that regular, structured classes do not meet. Alternative programs, such as self-paced courses, offer more flexibility and are better suited to helping adults achieve their academic goals. However, adults are falling victim to the Liberal government’s increasingly stringent funding and accountability policies. These measures are directly contrary to the more individualized, flexible programs developed by educators throughout the province and seemingly desired by the Liberals in their 21st century learning initiative. Most adults who return to school must maintain a delicate balance of the obligations of work, family, and education. Those who were not successful in school the first time around tend still to struggle with learning challenges and other personal issues such as increased health problems, a tendency toward higher incidence of mental health and addictions issues, as well as less stable personal lives especially with new immigrants. New immigrants, who make up a large portion of adult students in the Lower Mainland, are dealing with the stress of learning a new language and culture, as well as supporting their families often while being unemployed or underemployed. Despite this disproportionate level of need, adults are funded at a significantly lower rate than students in the K–12 system, and there is no additional funding for those with special needs, learning issues, or for school counsellors. There appears to be a case that could be made for age-related discrimination. For over 20 years, Invergarry Adult Education Centre in Surrey has served thousands of students in its self-paced math, science, and humanities courses aimed at adult learners who don’t fit the usual night-school model. Invergarry has its own facility and thus can offer various styles of part-time and full-time day and night classes to meet the differing needs of our learners. As in most self-paced programs, students can begin their courses at almost any time throughout the school year. They spend their weekly class time—usually five to ten hours per course—working in a large open classroom filled with students working on various subjects and teachers circulating to assist them. They are given suggested due dates for individual assignments as well as an end date by which they must complete the course. Regular attendance is required but the schedule is flexible to accommodate the hectic and sometimes unpredictable lives of adult learners. Adult learners progress at a pace that works for them within the time-lines outlined. The flexibility of the program allows students to work quickly through concepts they find easier, and to get more time and assistance with those areas they find challenging. Teachers also have the ability to personalize course work and projects to suit the individual needs of adult learners. This system works well for certain types of students but requires adequate funding, support, and reasonable class sizes to be successful. Flexibility and individualized assistance are the cornerstones of the self-paced program. However, despite touching on many of the concepts and buzzwords in the ministry’s 21st Century Learning Initiative, this program and others like it are currently being squeezed from the adult education roster, in favour of more traditional, semestered, easily audited and accounted courses—ironic in the face of the ministry’s “new F-word”— flexibility. Up to a year ago, our centre offered 25 different academic courses, from Grades 8 through 12, and employed over five FTE teachers for day and evening courses. Until recently, we also had an adult special needs program, a children’s daycare on site, as well as two full-time counsellors to assist students in overcoming any barriers that may have prevented them from reaching their academic goals. Due to cuts, Invergarry now focuses its self-paced program on Grades 10–12 with only two FTE teachers and a corresponding cut to course offerings. This was a serious blow to adults who had come to rely on the program. The ministry’s new funding rules for self-paced courses are creating an unfair bias against students who have different learning needs than the norm, yet these are generally the students who need education programs the most, and they are often the same students who were not well served the first time they went to school. Adults—arguably more so than youth—need flexibility in their education options. Therefore, at least some of the programs we offer should accommodate the work schedules, learning needs, family lives, and other personal issues that prevent many adults from achieving graduation. Ironically, the ministry and its new focus on 21st century learning claims to want many of the attributes that self-paced programs currently offer. The Premier’s Technology Council states that a 21st century education system would be “rooted in personalized learning” and proposes that schools must move “from one size fits all to tailored learning.” Talk is cheap and lofty “Great Goals for a Golden Decade” make good sound bites, but individualized education programs that already exist are still on the chopping block. Laura Barker, Invergarry Learning Centre, Surrey  Visit: adultedpsa.wordpress.com   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141007,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/blogs/research.aspx?id=21484&blogid=7524,BCTF Blogs > Research  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources Home > Social Media > Research Blog Search this blog: BCTF Information Services—Research & Reports Provides summaries and links to new reports and studies in the fields of education, labour, and social sciences. Publicly Grading Teachers in Los Angeles Permanent link   All Posts The Los Angeles Times is getting set to launch a database of teacher effectiveness data, using standardized test scores to come up with value added analyses of individual teachers.  When the database goes live later this month, performance data for more than 6,000 teachers in the Los Angeles Unified School District (the second largest school system in the United States) will be made available to the public.  From the Times: "No one suggests using value-added analysis as the sole measure of a teacher. Many experts recommend that it count for half or less of a teacher's overall evaluation. And in Los Angeles, the method can be used for only a portion of the district's roughly 14,000 elementary school instructors: California students don't take the test until second grade and teachers must have had enough students for the results to be reliable. Nevertheless, value-added analysis offers the closest thing available to an objective assessment of teachers. And it might help in resolving the greater mystery of what makes for effective teaching, and whether such skills can be taught." United Teachers Los Angeles has voiced strong opposition to the Times' reporting and database.  The union released a member alert urging members to write letters to the editor to express their disapproval, and the president of the union, A.J. Duffy, is now calling on members to boycott the paper.  This hard-nosed stance has been criticized both in the blogosphere and in letters to the Los Angeles Times editor. Leaders of the Los Angeles Unified School District are now asking UTLA to consider making the value-added analysis a part of teachers' evaluations.  On Saturday, UTLA agreed to reopen negotiations on evaluations with the district, but Duffy would not indicate whether or not the value-added method would be a part of those negotiations. U.S. Secretary of Education Arne Duncan has come out in support of the Times' reporting and the database.  According to the newspaper, "Duncan's comments mark the first time the Obama administration has expressed support for a public airing of information about teacher performance - a move that is sure to fan the already fierce debate over how to better evaluate teachers."  American Federation of Teachers president Randi Weingarten has also weighed in on the debate, arguing that while parents have a right to know how their children's teachers have fared on evaluations, that information should not be made available to the general public. In Washington, D.C., Michelle Rhee, the influential chancellor of District of Columbia Public Schools, has indicated that she will consider making value-added scores available to the public.  She recently made news by firing 76 teachers for poor performance, using a new evaluation system that holds teachers accountable for their students' scores on standardized tests. In Nevada, a state law that prohibited test scores from being used in teacher evaluations was changed by the Legislature in February.  In the wake of the reports coming out of Los Angeles, the Nevada Education Department seems to be taking steps towards the creation of a similar, publicly-accessible database of student test scores tied to individual teachers - though the Department says it will be another three years before they are able to implement such a database. Related articles from the Los Angeles Times: L.A.'s leaders in learning, August 21, 2010 Teachers, by the numbers (Editorial), August 17, 2010 About 'Grading the Teachers' (explanation of methodology), August 15, 2010 More from the blogs: LAT on Teacher Value-Added: A Disheartening Replay - Rick Hess, August 17, 2010 Rick Hess, Straight Up Incorrect - Liam Julian, Flypaper blog, August 18, 2010 Grading LA's teachers - recap from Joanne Jacobs, August 16, 2010, Linking and Thinking on Education blog Other related news and commentary: Needs Improvement: Where Teacher Report Cards Fall Short - Carl Bialik, The Wall Street Journal, August 21, 2010 Test-score 'bomb': How far is too far in teacher accountability push? - Amanda Paulson, The Christian Science Monitor, August 17, 2010 A right way and a wrong way to link teachers and student test scores? - Amanda Paulson, The Christian Science Monitor, August 17, 2010 Last Edited by BCTF Info. Services at 24/08/2010 3:29 PM Leave a comment Name * Email * Homepage Comment << October 2014 >> Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat       1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31   Blogroll On Education: Schools for a Civil Society B.C. Education Report (Tracy Sherlock, Vancouver Sun) The Hook/Education Teacher Solidarity UBC Educational Studies blog Where the Blog has No Name Archive April 2014 March 2014 January 2014 December 2013 November 2013 October 2013 September 2013 August 2013 June 2013 May 2013 April 2013 March 2013 December 2012 September 2012 August 2012 November 2011 September 2011 April 2011 March 2011 February 2011 January 2011 December 2010 November 2010 October 2010 September 2010 August 2010 July 2010 June 2010 May 2010 April 2010 March 2010 January 2010 December 2009 November 2009 October 2009 September 2009 Subjects Education Labour Social Sciences Recent Posts Recent Additions to the Information Services Research Files - April 2014 Recent Additions to the Information Services Research Files - March 2014 Recent Additions to the Information Services Research Files - February 2014 Recent Additions to the Information Services Research Files - January 2014 Recent Additions to the Information Services Research Files - December 2013 If you are experiencing technical difficulties, please contact the webmanager@bctf.ca. About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141006,globalnews.ca,http://globalnews.ca/tag/bc-teachers-strike/dom/get,BC Teachers Strike | News, Videos & Articles Your Region: National BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg On TV: Global National Sections National National sections Locals Local sections Watch Watch sections Search Canada Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released Sections Health Money Consumer Tech Entertainment Environment Science Lifestyle Sports Featured Canada World Politics Investigations Canada Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released Your Region National Change BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Health Money Consumer Tech Entertainment Environment Science Lifestyle Sports Jump to a Region National BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Man trying to reach Bermuda in inflatable bubble rescued by Coast Guard Schedule NowGlobal National 7:00pmEntertainment Tonight More Programs Global National The West Block 16x9 The Morning Show More Personalities Dawna Friesen Carolyn Jarvis Liza Fromer Tom Clark More News Major snowfall covers N. Manitoba Entertainment ‘Gone Girl’ wins weekend box office News Journalist with Ebola arrives at US hospital Canada Quebecor sells off Sun newspaper chain News Crowdfunded bus debuts in Toronto Entertainment Depardieu reveals past as escort, thief Canada MPs debate motion for airstrikes in Iraq Sports NBA extends television deals for 9 years Trending Maple Syrup Heist Hong Kong protests Iraq crisis Luka Magnotta Ebola outbreak enterovirus D68 Ukraine Retail Wars http://globalnews.ca/tag/bc-teachers-strike/"> News Live blog Daycare Options Wages Class Size What is E80? Class Composition Video Latest BC Teachers Strike Videos 02:08 News Hour BC Inner city teacher turns to crowdfunding for needy kids 01:59 News Hour BC Back to school, three weeks late 01:27 News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Will the school year be extended? 02:39 Noon News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: What can kids expect? 02:19 News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Results of the vote tonight 05:03 Noon News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Teachers voting today 04:12 News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Big questions remain 10:13 BC 1 BC teachers dispute: Union leader Jim Sinclair weighs in on deal 03:10 Noon News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: BCTF urged to vote yes 03:11 News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Deal details 01:44 News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Deal reaction 01:44 News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Back to school shopping 01:57 News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Finally, a tentative deal 06:59 BC 1 BC teachers dispute: Is it a good deal? 05:21 BC 1 BC teachers deal: Is the new deal affordable? 06:34 BC 1 BC teachers dispute: What will the school year look like? 15:57 News Hour BC Press conference: BCTF president Jim Iker on tentative deal 02:11 Global National BC teachers strike: Tentative deal reached, school may start Monday 15:20 News Hour BC Press conference: Premier Christy Clark and Peter Fassbender on tentative deal 06:31 BC 1 BC teachers dispute: Press conference review Latest BC Teachers Strike News Global News October 5, 2014 10:07 pm Coquitlam teachers fighting over pay Lori Leonard thought the protests were behind her, but the Coquitlam teacher is dusting off her picket sign once again. Continue reading → BC 1 September 27, 2014 2:02 pm Cheques for school strike money to be mailed in late October Cheques for the $40 a day promised to parents of children aged 12 and under during the education dispute will be mailed out in late October. Continue reading →   What is this? Branded content is written by or on behalf of our sponsor and not by Global News' editorial staff. If you'd like to learn more... What is this ? X What is this? Branded content is written by or on behalf of our sponsor and not by Global News' editorial staff. If you'd like to learn more... More stories below Global News September 24, 2014 1:34 am Children at Silverdale Elementary return to class in middle of construction site Students at Silverdale Elementary, a small school in Mission, have started off their year on a construction site. Continue reading → BC 1 September 22, 2014 7:50 pm Elementary school teacher sets up crowdfunding page for classroom supplies For teachers, going back to school also comes at a cost. Continue reading → BC 1 September 22, 2014 8:10 am BC teachers’ strike: Will the school year be extended? Public school students will be back in classrooms across B.C. on Monday amid lingering questions about how the education dispute will affect the school year. Continue reading → BC 1 September 20, 2014 1:36 pm B.C. students getting ready to go back to school on Monday Shoppers are expected to be out in droves this weekend across B.C., stocking up on school supplies. Continue reading →   What is this? Branded content is written by or on behalf of our sponsor and not by Global News' editorial staff. If you'd like to learn more... What is this ? X What is this? Branded content is written by or on behalf of our sponsor and not by Global News' editorial staff. If you'd like to learn more... BC 1 September 17, 2014 7:23 pm B.C. teachers ponder tentative deal ahead of vote The initial euphoria of getting a negotiated deal in the bitter B.C. teachers’ strike has worn off and now more than 40,000 union members are tallying their wins and losses before voting on the contract. Continue reading → BC 1 September 17, 2014 2:00 pm Questions about Pro-D Days in B.C. as tentative deal reached in dispute But for school districts that have Pro-D Days scheduled for Monday, many are wondering if those will be rescheduled or cancelled so the kids and teachers can get back in the classroom as soon as possible. Continue reading → More stories below BC 1 September 17, 2014 8:30 am Teachers to vote on tentative deal on Thursday: the details Here is what is known about the tentative six-year deal between the BCTF and government that teachers will vote on this Thursday Continue reading → Global News September 16, 2014 10:49 pm Full text of communication to teachers from the BCTF Read the full text of the e-mail that the BCTF sent to B.C. teachers today after the announcement of a tentative deal. Continue reading → Load More Popular Now Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released 20224 How does Ebola spread? 5 things you need to know 18659 Accused Madeleine McCann Twitter troll found dead 9985 Ebola: 5 reasons why an outbreak is highly unlikely in Canada 7298 UPDATE: What’s the best, cheapest Canadian cellphone plan out there? 5891 Featured Content Canada Ebola: 5 reasons why an outbreak is highly unlikely in Canada What are the chances of an Ebola outbreak taking off in Canada? It isn’t likely, according to experts. And here are a number of reasons why. Continue reading → Environment Are we in the midst of a mass extinction? There have been 5 mass extinctions — the loss of 75 per cent or more of the world’s species — in Earth’s history. Scientists now believe that we are at the early stages of the sixth. Continue reading → Health Lab-grown penises may soon be ‘ready for testing’ on humans Researchers in North Carolina say penises grown in laboratories could “soon be ready for human testing,” offering hope for men who have had traumatic injuries or penile cancer. Continue reading → Canada Meet Rachel Parent — the teen fighting for GMO labelling in Canada Rachel Parent is a 15-year-old activist. Her goal: mandatory labelling in Canada of all genetically modified organisms, or GMOs that are found as ingredients in food. Continue reading → Canada Abandoned puppies on the mend Twenty hungry, cold and flea-infested puppies found in a Saskatchewan field are now being nursed back to health at Battleford’s Humane Society. Continue reading → Science Everything you need to know about Wednesday’s lunar eclipse On Oct. 8, Canada will be treated to its second lunar eclipse of the year. Find out what you can expect. Continue reading → Canada Can homegrown food win the climate change war? Wondering what’s the single most effective way to combat climate change? Plant a garden. Continue reading → Canada 16×9: An investigation into illegal lumber Timber thieves are stealing wood from the Russian Far East, processing it in China and then shipping it to North America, a 16×9 investigation has found. Continue reading → Highlights Hounds of Parliament: As commuting cyclist and budget watchdog, Frechette must make his presence known Frechette draws a line distinguishing his personality as a cyclist and as the parliamentary budget officer. But surely there’s a parallel between the assertive man he is on a bike and in the role of PBO? Continue reading → Email alerts Sign up for FREE daily Globalnews.ca newsletters and breaking news alerts Email Address National Daily News National Breaking News By clicking on the submit button, I have read, understood and agreed to our privacy policy Twitter Follow globalnews 9 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews UPDATED: Nurse in Spain is 1st #Ebola infection outside West Africa glbn.ca/ClOKv 35 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews USA Swimming suspends #MichaelPhelps for 6 months glbn.ca/ClLU9 pic.twitter.com/nqC3dQ3NhL 35 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews Hillary Clinton: military action against ISIS “critical” and “essential” globalnews.ca/news/1600343/w… #cdnpoli Jump to a Region BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Connect Facebook Twitter Google+ RSS Contact Us Global News About Us Privacy Policy Principles & Practices Terms & Conditions Copyright Shaw Media Advertise Open Data © Shaw Media Inc., 2014. All rights reserved. Follow Follow “Global News” Get every new post delivered to your Inbox. Join 3,820 other followers Powered by WordPress.com Shaw Connect Expand News Entertainment Entertainment Home Celebs Movies TV Music Living Lifestyle Food Home & Living Sports Money Tech Travel Breaktime Autos Watch TV Online All Sites Global Global News Food Network HGTV History Television Showcase Slice DTOUR ET Canada National Geographic Movietime Lifetime H2 DIY Action NG Wild Mystery IFC BBC Deja Vu Twist)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2014/09/tentative-agreement-yes-or-no.html?showComment0751410992455420,Staffroom Confidential: Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, September 16, 2014 Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Despite what I know was a herculean effort on the part of our bargaining team, I very much hope that BC teachers will vote no to the tentative agreement. After five weeks of strike, and twelve years of legal battles, this is not the deal that will restore sanity to public education and it is not a fair deal for teachers and students. Just as teachers in Saskatchewan rejected a deal to ensure a better outcome, I hope BC teachers will consider a no vote to let our team know we have to go back to the bargaining table. Class size, composition The agreement provided a modified LIF fund starting at $75 million per year and increasing to $85 by the last year. It is for teachers only, which will mean a slight improvement in Districts where sizeable portions were spent on Education Assistants or senior District staff rather than teachers. However, in an average size District like Victoria (20,000 students, 1,000 teachers), this will translate into about 5-10 more teachers. That is one for every five schools. To put it in comparison, Justice Griffin's judgement estimated the lost funding due to lost class size language at about $330 million in current dollars. (Read more here about the proposed Education Fund.) I heard so many teachers speak up about the need to ensure that we do not return to over-crowded classes when the strike ends. This agreement does very little to alleviate what is the most pressing issue. Throwing away the court victory The agreement provides a "reopener" in the event we win on appeal our class size language. What this means is that the language returns, but is not implemented until new language is negotiated. Without the actual implementation of the returned language, there will be very little incentive for the government to bargain it back. We would essentially be back in the very same position we are in today, with government trying to bargain it out and us trying to bargain it back in. In my opinion, even if we were legislated back to work we would be in a superior position. If we won the appeal the government would then be forced to implement the language. We are thus throwing away our historic court victory and the bargaining pressure it potentially creates. The reopener is really only mildly less offensive than E80. In both cases, we have to bargain back what was illegally taken from our contract and the government will probably never have to restore it. In fact, the "reopener" creates the perfect opportunity for government to lock us out to try and force us to agree to something far inferior. Throwing away the remedy for the last twelve years The agreement provides $105 million to compensate for grievances over-sized classes for the last twelve years. Using Justice Griffin's estimates, our loss is roughly $300 million times 12 = over $3 billion. I cannot fathom how $105 million is a fair compromise. The BCTF's original proposal to put this money back into the system was a more fair and productive approach. This agreement means we can no longer go to the courts for a fair remedy. Wages The agreement is very close to government's original offer. While I would be willing to accept this if the class size language was returned, teachers should not be taking such a significant monetary loss without the commensurate gain in working conditions. We have lost roughly 12% of our annual salary. We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut. Minimal improvements There are very minimal improvements in preparation time for elementary teachers (10 minutes per week), and TTOC daily rate. The TTOC daily rate change may depend on your grid placement. It could actually be a wage loss for long term TTOCs who are above category 5 and step 7. There is also $11 million in health and dental benefits. At 40,000 members, this is $275 each. Hardly worth consideration in the context of the rest of the agreement. What next? There are a variety of options if we vote no. We can continue the strike. We can choose to return to work and continue bargaining. We do not, and should not, accept an agreement that doesn't meet our needs and doesn't meet the needs of students and public education. When Saskatchewan teachers rejected the first deal which had 5.5% wage increases over four years, the second deal had 7.3% increases over four years. They have said this still isn't good enough. For us, our main issue is classroom conditions. We need to say this isn't good enough. The way to do that is to vote no. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 7:48 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 124 comments: Troy MooreSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:17 PM The EC recommendation states the open clause will be argued from restored language. However, selling our grievances for nothing as the 105 million is strike savings, is plenty of reason to vote no. Further, no composition caps, but a fund controlled by Superintendents is enough reason to vote no. Thursday I will vote no.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:06 PM Re-opener also says "education fund" in place until new language bargained, so old language can disappear forever.Delete Reply Mme RousseauSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:33 PM Government starved us to death hoping we'd vote yes to whatever deal they'd offer. Planned it from the start.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:07 PM We can sill choose (collectively) to return to work if we reject this deal. Many options.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:09 PM Great analysis, Tara! I think that returning to work would be a bad idea. This will frustrate parents more if they need to find new ways to deal with taking care fo kids. USe the money given to you by the other unions. I am a teacher who had to quit for stress over the terrible condition of work (split FI grade 4/5, several low LD kids with little support, one severe with no support, 2 gifted (no support), and a principal who expected me to teach 2 separate social studies AND science programs)Delete Reply Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:56 PM Good points by all but the gov't succeeded in starving my family out and completly breaking us. I will be voting YES and live to fight another dayReplyDelete Replies schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:21 PM 'Fight another day'? In the last twelve years that we have been pushing back against this government, never has the tide tide been so much with teachers, class size/composition, and public education - and never has the government been pushed back onto the ropes (especially with the call for binding arbitration). What 'other day' is being proposed that we wait for? Now is the time. Vote 'no' and give the BCTF bargaining team a renewed mandate to get a decent deal for students and teachers.Delete Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:10 PM "Another day" means to wake up and realize that 2more weeks means my family of 5 could lose our home. It means I will do all I can to recall Cc, Factbender, and other mla's, and maybe even having "a guy I know" have a chat with them. In year 1 of their reign, I don't believe they even know what "the ropes" are. I will vote YES ...for my family, and I can live with thatDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:12 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply Karen FergusonSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:03 PM Just a question: When the Saskatchewan teachers voted no, had they already been on strike for 5 weeks?ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM No. They are working with no contract. They are not on strike.Delete Shannon DavisSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:23 AM I am a Saskatchewan teacher. We are not on strike; we are currently in the conciliation process after voting "no" to 2 previous offersDelete Reply "Mama Rose"September 16, 2014 at 9:27 PM Can we truly return to work without agreeing and continue bargaining? When I suggested returning to work a few weeks ago, the answer was "being on strike puts pressure on the gov't and without pressure they have no reason to settle." And can you explain more how legislating us back would be better than agreeing to this deal? And finally, why would the BCTF executive put forward a deal that was not a good one?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:30 PM Because they need confirmation of the resolve of the membership to get something better. That is what a no vote does.Delete Reply Troylana MSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:28 PM some great points to ponder, tara......thinking thinking....ReplyDelete schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:43 PM If we vote 'no' to the tentative deal we still have options: We'd not have a contract. But we could... a) strike with full picket lines b) partially strike with phase 1 (work-to-rule) in schools c) partially strike with periodic/rotating job action d) continue negotiating e) return to work and re-escalate strike f) some/all of the above ReplyDelete Replies Caroline MackenzieSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:21 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:14 PM a) will expedite matters (I say less that 3 days)Delete Reply danabjornsonSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:05 PM I am thinking that a legislated, crappier contract would only be in effect for 2 years max (before elections...). If we take this offer, then we will be agreeing to this pseudo-E80. Should we win the court case (which we likely will), we will have to settle on the terms of the THIS negotiated contract which doesn't actually restore learning conditions; it simply allows for those conditions to be negotiated. If we say n, then we default to the 2002 contract, which DOES restore the language. A "yes" vote is saying that we are good on "crumbs"; a "no" vote is saying we want an actual meal. That's my understanding, anyway. Please correct me where I am wrong, Tara. :)ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:44 PM And word is IF they legislate, they could opt to legislate back Grade 10-12 only causing the union to have to lay off all teachers and re-hire based on seniority. That will tear the union at the seams pitting teacher against teacher for those positions. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:17 PM There will be a general strike if that were to happen! They better not do this. They will regret it.Delete Reply imaginefunlearningSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:09 PM Some good points on the background of our fight over the past 12 years, which I have been actively engaged in; however we need to recognize the climate we are in. We are not in Sask. people! We have just come through a very long summer!! We need to thank our @bctf bargaining team & recognize the toll this has taken on all of us & our families. I don't have the luxury of more time on the strike line. This may be as good as it gets. Let's read the agreement and consider getting back to work and making some $ again! That's my 2 cents worth, which would come in really handy right now!!!ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:18 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply RobSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:11 PM Go back in work to rule mode. Work this winter to recall every Liberal MLA. ThAt is the only way to apply pressure to these criminals. ReplyDelete Replies Kate RestonSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:03 PM Recall! Not sure who won the battle but the war is still onDelete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:14 AM Well said Kate... I agree 100%Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:20 PM I think say NO and a better deal will be done in less than 3 days. These guys are not criminals, they are lower than that. I bet they get a sick pleasure in hurting the kids and the teachers.Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:31 PM An official recall is in the works: https://www.facebook.com/groups/316129595235450/?fref=ts Please consider joining.Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:26 AM Leah - do you honestly think anyone who voted BC Liberal did so thinking that they would act any differently on the education file?Delete Reply JJSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:16 PM I am glad to see other members who share my views. I am outraged at a 1.2 percent "raise" in salary per year that doesn't even meet inflation of currently 2%. I feel used and abused.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:23 PM Not to mention all of the other pittance! I am actually surprised that Iker asked teachers to vote on this! Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:18 PM Hi Tara Thanks for the summary! Will we be able to vote NO to the deal, but vote YES to returning to work? Will there be three options when we vote Thursday? Why did the BCTF agree to a substandard deal for us? If we vote no to a deal that was recommended to us, the teachers look like the bad guys and public approval will plummet. I am very disappointed and frustratedReplyDelete Replies KataSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:12 AM Public approval will not necessarily plummet. I have seen strikes where the membership has voted against the executive's "best results to date", and ended up with a better offer. This offer is an insult. The $300 million will not bring funding to the national average (I believe). More importantly, the wage offer is half of the average wage increase for public and private workers (StatsCan). Delete Reply MontySeptember 16, 2014 at 10:19 PM Thank you, Tara. My thoughts too, more clearly expressed. As well, Thursday is too soon to vote, too soon to vote, too soon to vote........ReplyDelete Richard ChalkeSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:21 PM Vote no and lose every shred of public support...just sayin!ReplyDelete Replies UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:31 AM I am a member of the public and would support a "no" vote. js!.Delete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:01 AM Richard Chalke, NO you won't! I am a mother with 3 adopted special needs children who need to be in a class that is designed for them and others like them (my kids are academically slightly delayed but their issues are more social and behavioural) where they can receive the education they deserve taught in a way they can comprehend. I will speak now for all the parents I know, and we will support the teacher's if they continue to fight for our children's best interest.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:28 PM It might not be pretty at first, but once we explain things (and I hope the Mandarin-speaking teachers flood the Richmond organization that voiced their concerns), they will back us. The 3 billions that the judge came to is the first I hear about. This should be stated to every newsmedia comment section in the province. Minimize pickets and flood those outlets with commenters, just like the Liberals do. Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:45 PM I am a member of the public and a single Mother of a child in the public school system. You will NOT lose one bit of my support if you vote no. I know that you are sacrificing so that my child can have a better education, and I am most grateful for it. Having said that, I also know that you are exhausted and broke. I have been dreading that you may have to settle for less than what you (we) deserve because the government succeeded in breaking you. I am not in your shoes, so cannot judge. If the vote is a yes, I understand and I am still behind you. Delete Reply Alison RocheSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:25 PM It is a crap deal. It's always a crap deal. Once you raise the stakes to striking, anything else is a cave in. The last time we walked out was the 3 day illegal strike where I threw away 1200$ and got EXACTLY the same contract I had the year before. The BCTF called it a win because they didn't rip up MORE of my contract. Ridiculous. There are a few of us that believe that working to contract, doing 100% of your teaching job and nothing more (like paying for supplies out of your own pocket or EC) is the only way teachers will survive this government. What if they get re-elected again? Then what? Teachers have lost thousands to these clowns to make "statements" about the state of public education in this province. We can't keep sacrificing ourselves and our families. And in the meantime, you talk to parents about why you have to take this crappy road. Because up until this strike they mostly didn't care about the state of education, but god forbid you didn't run a Sports Day. Then suddenly they wanted to know what the hell was going on. Keep the conversation going in schools. Attend your PAC meetings and stop enabling this govt to underfund and overwork the system. And still get paid!ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:20 AM I am very excited at the prospect of returning to my beloved job on Friday. However I will NOT continue to put my personal money into my classroom and I will be seriously reconsidering my involvement in extra curriculars. I think we shoot ourselves in the foot with all the unpaid work we so willingly volunteer to do. Delete Reply FCSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:38 PM I heard a rumour last week from a loose lipped government insider that after the 22nd, depending on the outcome of the negotiations the Liberals were going to announce a 3 step process. I was not clear if this was based on 3 steps to resolve the strike (perhaps the 3rd step is legislation??) or 3 steps to overhaul the education system, either way, they will settle it outright. I wish you all luck and all the information that you need to make a sound decision of what you feel is best.ReplyDelete Replies Lisa BurrowsSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:53 PM I have heard similar rumours. On the 23rd, the gov. was planning on introducing a $6000 per year voucher system for 3 choices: an academic or trades program, or something called EducationCanada. Not clear whether their intention was to privatize the public system, de-certify teachers and hire them back under new wage/benefits. Not clear where these rumours originated from. Maybe fear tactics to get teachers to vote yes. In any event, I plan on voting yes. I signed up to be a teacher, not a martyr. This strike has cost us a lot. We need to regain our livelihood and hopefully continue the conversation about class composition. We have at least awakened many people to the issue, and the court case is still an avenue that could eventually improve teaching and learning conditions.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:33 PM I urge all teachers to fight and say NO to this deal. Retired teacher who had to retire because horrendous work conditions. Make me proud. They will not last long if you say NO! I know this is tough, but there is money and I hear that Van City does offer loan at low to 0 %. Banks do allow you to miss a mortgage payment. Go talki to your banker.Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM Will school districts require teachers to make up missed days, as suggested in the media? Will the school calendar be changing to make up for the missed three weeks and if so will we be made aware of those changes PRIOR to the vote? ReplyDelete KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:41 PM "Wages..... We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut." And that is the cost of going on strike!!! There is nothing that can be done about that. You cannot go on strike and put up the raise you want every week to compensate for your time on strike - it doesn't work that way.ReplyDelete Replies Drew StevensonSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:59 AM I believe the missing "..." Suggests that they meant to refer to the losses against inflation since the last wage step increase. Thus this contract does not allow us to recover the buying power lost to inflation since the last non contract or "0%" year. Add those up and compare against the proposed increase and you see that by the end of the contract, we won't be able to afford the same value of goods (loaves of bread, watts of energy, litres of gas) that we could at the end of the last contracts term. It was not a comment about wages that were lost in the strike. Those are really small potatoes when compared to the grinding power of inflation over years and years. The next contract will use this latest for a bench mark so these losses to inflation will grind at all teachers for as long as they teach. A death of a thousand cuts to our ability to afford basic goods and services. Any raise less than inflation is a cut to the value placed on us and on our ability to pay our bills. Delete Reply Ed SSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:09 PM Having lost $20,000 (including summer school wages) as the single income for a family of five is far too much; I will be voting YES to the deal, unless the independently wealthy teachers out there who wish to continue the strike will pay my bills and mortgage for me.ReplyDelete Replies Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:14 PM I feel ya. Yes for meDelete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:18 AM Ed S. With all due respect (and I mean that), how did you lose $20,000 in the strike? Teachers were out 2 weeks (all out) before they were supposed to be in June, and now 3 weeks for the start of school? It is my understanding that teachers don't get paid through the summer months. Please correct me if I'm wrong, wherever I'm wrong. Shouldn't you have been financially alright for the summer months at least? Also all teachers knew this strike had a possibility of extending into the new school year but no one teacher budgeted for this possibility? I'm truly just trying to get a clear picture of where this all stems. NO disrespect intended.Delete BlairSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:12 AM Kelly, not Ed but if you look at the numbers there was the 10% lockout haircut in May/June plus the loss of most of June and the loss of much of September. In our 1 teacher (1 non) household we calculated a $9 K - $10 K loss so far. If you add summer school earnings you can easily make the loss in the $20 k zone. As for budgeting, we budget for the summer, but did not expect the 10% haircut, nor the loss of June/Sept days which completely messed our budgeting calculations. A very good friend (single teaching mother) was crushed by the loss of the June income and is without a penny today.Delete Mr. SmoothSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:35 PM The only one who didn't get a haircut was Jim Iker... and he needs one more than anyone else. What's with that over-coiffed 70"s mullet Jim? Does wonders for the BCTF brand image!Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:55 PM Jim's hair is not open for discussion in a respectful space like this. As for his salary, he is a teacher who does not get paid when we are on strike.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:04 PM Totally agree!Delete Reply Mr. GSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:24 PM If I thought they could do any better I would agree with voting NO, but you have to be realistic. The BCTF does not use professionals to bargain and always ends up with much less than they promise the membership when asking for a strike vote. While this is not a great deal for teachers, I really think you're fooling yourself if you think it'll get any better.ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:02 AM BCTF needs to be replaced with younger more adept representatives and advocates. Also, we should be hiring professional contract negotiators - you don't go into battle with cut throat corporate types with a wooden knife. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:37 PM This is BAD deal! Say NO to it and show those (expletives) that we will not take it anymore! Come on! Show them that teachers have a spine! They will respect us, oddly!Delete Reply retaSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:51 PM I agree with Richard. Those in the public that are uniformed would be furious, and there are many teachers who just can't afford to use their wages as their voice any longer - too much has already been donated to the government. In my opinion, the deal is pretty lame. I am sitting on the fence.ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:24 AM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:26 AM So true!!! I cannot afford to fight this battle for public education any longer. Why is this my personal and professional obligation??? However I think this deal is weak weak weak. I also think its the best we are going to get. Ideologically I'm on the fence but my wallet will vote YES.Delete Reply SirThinksToo MuchSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:54 PM My wife and I will be voting "Yes" on Thursday for it is the middle path. The easy path would have been for us to go back to school with E-80 & E-81 over our heads. The difficult path would be for us to vote "No" and put our mortgage at risk and having to continue asking retired parents for handouts to feed a family with three kids. The middle path is the wisest choice for us considering the current political climate in which those who do not teach are the quickest to judge it harshly.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:41 PM I understand that this is really tough for you! I almost died teaching a few month ago. I had to quit. Please consider holding on and say no. Remember the short loss in salary will be offset in the LONG-RUn by better salary increase. This is a joke! They will be laughing at you even more if we accept this. This is a very bad deal! However, I do respect your position!Delete Reply DaleSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:16 AM Why would classroom conditions be better on October 9th after being legislated back? We have been outplayed because of our stubborn refusal to outdated, tired old tactics. It is because of these actions that have led us to this terrible deal. Time to reset, regroup and stock up for the long haul. Can't do it if half the members commit hara kiri on themselves. We are a union of professionals not a cult. ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:49 AM Could not agree more.Delete schreck!September 17, 2014 at 9:44 AM Could you please advise which tactics you believe could have been used to secure a superior deal?Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:47 AM Full disclosure: I'm a BC Liberal supporter. The only people who would benefit from a NO vote are the BC Liberals. Teachers would be bargaining with no leverage whatsoever and would be viewed by a large segment of the population as unreasonable. The BC Liberals then get portray themselves as the only party capable of dealing with the BCTF. schreck! says that the BCTF has the government on the ropes, but he couldn't be farther from the truth. The government wants people to view the BCTF as their primary opponent. Disputes like this just shore up the BC Liberal base and protect its right flank. Any half-baked recall campaign will only reinforce that. It's true teachers aren't going to recoup the lost wages from the strike. I would suggest to you that that means this job action was probably not in teachers' interests, especially without any sort of appreciable strike fund. This is the best deal teachers were ever going to get with this government and people should have been able to recognize that in June. If you want my advice (which you probably don't), it would be to spend the next 5 years building up a strike fund, electing better leaders, and hiring a professional negotiating team. Don't bring a knife to a gunfight and expect things to go well. Focus on getting the best deal you can from whoever the government is rather than trying to change the government, the HST, Kinder Morgan or a thousand different issues that distract from education and erode the union's finances further. You'd be doing yourself a favour, and probably doing the NDP a favour at the same time. Also, if schreck! is David Schreck, you can thank his opposition to STV for the last two BC Liberal majorities. I know I do.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:11 PM One step would be to stop making political contributions to the NDP. This only contributes to the childish animosity and lack of trust that has constantly characterized negotiations. How else can the Socreds/Liberals view teachers except as enemies when they so publicly support their opponents. This stupid confrontational immature approach has to STOP!!!!! Education should not be a political fight when it is so obviously a valuable benefit to our society. It was an NDP government that legislated teachers back to work in 1993. Stop making education a political fight.Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:10 PM I don't think they have to go that far. CUPE and the Nurses still contribute to the NDP yet they don't have the same acrimonious relationship. CUPE and the Nurses just make their members their priority, and broader advocacy second.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:55 PM Ryan (possibly a Liberal paid commenter), with all due respect, I disagree with you. The cumulative increase in lieu of this will be better. Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can. I say to Iker, ask for 6% over 3 years because these people love to play the 15% over 15 year game to make it so big on the surface. Some people think that this is 15% every year. Believe me! I have seen it in comment sections. Others believe that the 15% is too high not understanding that they must divide things over the duration of the contract. It is time that we play it smarter. It is time to put the foot down and ask for money given to us by other unions, if it is needed. Banks can accept one late mortgage payment. It would be suicidal for them to not help. Imagine the possible damage if that ever leaks out. They could lose a lot in teacher money. I for one would pull my money out of a bank in support! Teachers are going to show this government that we have a spine! Enough is enough! Aren't you tired of being treated like kids? (Retired teacher who almost died in a car accident because of work conditions that were horrendous. I had to quit.)Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 AM Not paid by the BC Liberals. I pay them actually... :/ I imagine astroturfers of any affiliation wouldn't disclose their bias. "Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can." How did that work in May 2013? If the teachers reject a contract that their own union endorsed, it will make teachers seem unreasonable. Whether that perception is true or fair is irrelevant. It's what will happen, and teachers will be weaker as a result. Take my advice. Build up a strike fund and focus on the internal governance of the BCTF for the next 6 years. You'll be better off for it. Or not. I don't mind you or others making it easier for the party I support to get elected. I'd just rather not see kids and teachers hurt in the process.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:37 AM Ah! The "don't-hurt-kids" card, hey, when you have underfunded education for 12 years! WOW! That takes the cake! Are your trolling? Oh! You are serious? :) Would you be surprised if I don't follow your advice, considering your lack of logic? Would you be surprised if others don't follow your advice? It is ttue that bullies like you and your ilks love to show who is the boss, who is the teacher now! I suspect that is at the root of the problem! No one wants to fail in school! No one wants to get the strap! Sad that today's teachers don't like it too! But, who cares, we are ... teachers! We deserve it! BAH! BAH! BAH!Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:22 PM That's fine. I look forward to another 16 years of BC Liberal government.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:41 PM 16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate! Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan! Sociopaths do that!Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 9:35 AM "16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate!" 16 years of our opponents still don't understand why they lost. Like I said, that's fine with me. If I said the Liberals would be in power for at least another 13 years back in 2004 you probably would have laughed too. Heck, if I told you on May 13 last year that the BC Liberals would be reelected on May 14 you'd probably have laughed too. And you were wrong. Why is that? Answer that question if you want the NDP to win the next election. Without a correct answer to it, the NDP's cause is hopeless. "Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan!" You feel they are flawed, and that's fine. I don't go around calling people who disagree with me sociopaths, nor do I accuse them of being paid shills. But I also don't feel much need to address your ad hominems. There are logical arguments to support your position, but argumentum ad hominem is not one of them. It's a textbook logical fallacy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 1:15 PM Ah! Now I get it! It is all ego-based! You think because you voted the winning party that you are a winner and we are losers! You think because you predicted that the Liberals would win, you are winner. That does not make YOU a winner or the Liberals! It is called DEMOGRAPHICS, you expletives. The baby boomers are getting old and because they have more assets and won't make a whole lot more for too long, they need to vote a govn't who is going to do just that! It is not rocket science! WOW! You think you are so superior when your party stole an election with 47% of the popular vote. That's not a majority and your party should not have been elected. BTW, did you delete from your ethical memory the words Ethnic voting scandal? The field is slanted and you know it. However, you are so willing to minimize, forget the scams and bad fairplay tactics like a sociopath is allowed to minimize or ignore his or victims emotions that you don't see that you are the loser, we are the victim of your constant bullying. 1% wage increases after years of 0% increases and you can justify that when Yahoo reports that the average Canadian can hope to get 2.5% this and next year: https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html You Liberals behave like fascists, but we can't call you that because that's not allowed! Well! Guess what? It is and you are. Live with it! You keep on dreaming you are a genius! :) I am retired, getting soon a nice pension, and laughing at you from a beach somewhere! AHAHA! Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 2:14 PM What's with the name calling Peter? For someone claiming to be retired you really don't show the wisdom of age. For someone who talks about logic, you use logical fallacies like ad hominems a lot too. It's a fair point that the BC Liberals didn't get a majority of the vote (and I'm a very big supporter of electoral reform). The BC Liberals + Conservatives did though, and I don't think it's realistic to expect the BC Conservatives to have been more generous had they been part of government. Last time I checked I just voted. I didn't "victimize" anyone. Perhaps your rage is misplaced. If you think the election was "stolen" I'm afraid I have to question your grasp on reality though. "Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?" I'm glad you'll have a pleasant retirement Peter. I have no ill will towards you. I'm not sure why you think I do. I'm not saying people were *right* to vote BC Liberal. That's a matter of opinion. All I'm saying is people *did* vote BC Liberal. More voted BC Liberal than BC NDP for the last 5 elections in a row actually. You need to understand why that happened in order to change it for the next election. Clearly you're not interested in that though. Which is fair enough. Just remember next time you're upset about something the BC Liberals do that your lack of interest is part of why the BC Liberals get elected at all.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 3:23 PM I love your culture --or the lack of thereof! Guess what, stop thinking averybody is white and must follow your little rules. Namecalling? Sociopath? Whaaaat? And, what if you are? Still can't call you that? :) You fascist right-wingers are big on censorship! I just don't like you giving us lessons on how to get the NDP in. As stated, people are voting right of the NDP because it is a matter of demographics and a little ethnic vote buying on the side. The rest is mumbo jombo. Yes, of course, they will have to go on strike in the future and yes they will have to build a strike fund. The Liberals stole that from the BCTF too! And, you wonder why I don't have any respect for them? Yes, electoral reform is needed! We agree!Delete Reply JJ GeorgeSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:46 AM As a parent, I support the teachers and respect whether they choose to vote yes or no. However I noticed a discrepancy here from other information I've read regarding prep time for elementary teachers. Here it states minimal improvement to prep time - only 10 minutes per week being added. Elsewhere I read that it is 100 minutes per week for prep, increasing by an additional 10 minutes in the final year. That is a significant difference, and worth noting. Or have I completely misunderstood?ReplyDelete Replies Anne-MarieSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:59 AM Elementary teachers currently have 90 minutes of preparation time per week so an increase to 100 minutes per week is only gaining 10 minutes. In other provinces and some private schools they have as much as 45 minutes of prep time per day.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:56 PM Thank you for inquiring!Delete DW ZSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:57 PM You're right JJ George. There is a significant difference around the province regarding preparation times. In my district elementary teachers currently get 100 minutes of prep time. This new proposal is useless to me. I'll have to wait 6 years to gain an extra 10 minutes. Delete Reply UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:11 AM Almost nobody gets cost of living adjustments. Also inflation is NOT 2%. Do some research and look at the CPI for BC over the last 24 months. The average over the last 2 years is 0.7%, not 2%. The CPI changes every month so you cant just look at the highest month and declare that THE inflation rate. Check out the 12 month averages document for the actual numbers. http://www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/StatisticsBySubject/Economy/ConsumerPriceIndex.aspx All that being said I support the teachers. if you think this is a bad deal as a parent my dream would be for the teachers to vote no but continue bargaining because I do think the kids need to be in school and I do fear that the teachers will lose all support if the strike continues. All I ask as a parent is that you do your own research and try not to be swayed by all the opinions. ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:01 AM Inflation for August was 2.1% (http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/economy/cpi-report-expected-to-reveal-rise-in-canadas-core-inflation-rate/article20593943/). The CPI is a year-over-year calculation.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:43 AM Inflation should be looked at as a yearly average, not an individual month.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:34 PM The lawyers do not believe we have compromised our court deal. Our leadership would not have sold us out. We dodged a bullet. The Premier had something loaded even if we are not sure what it was. The idea that we could simply return to work is not guaranteed. I think a no vote could easily lead to the Liberals locking us out again because the Premier wants to crush us and she will use any excuse. She did not want to take the advice of her people and do this deal. I am certain a plan for drastic action (where we have to take the concessions they had planned) or worse - was in place. We can't guarantee the press will do any better job explaining the complexities should we say no. They rarely sided with us in markets outside of Vancouver where people are more political and they often misled or allowed others to mislead. They are not helping and would sensationalize. This would see dissolution of support very quickly - especially if we asked for wages. (Though admittedly it angers me that we can't ask for wages without being accused of being greedy when that is what most bargaining units do). But we have argued this is about kids and while this is not ideal - it is better to have teachers than not. The deal does suck in that it does not bring us to par - but this fight needs to be won with a strategy that is political and capacity will do that in another round. We have some support - but it is limited to the choir. We need to have the pews too. We need to build that capacity while working and continue to find allies because the fight is bigger than most people want to consider. This is about ideology and about privatization. Education always was political but never more so than now and we have to fight this party or the conservatives who would do the same or worse. No teacher who is responsible can ignore the politics any longer. That is simply the truth. If you work in the system you better get informed and you better be prepared to fight until retirement for the system. That said, I want to ask the same question others are asking: Why is this the job of 42,000 teachers and not the job of all citizens who want equality to fight for this right? It is time (while the conversation is still on-going and up to and including election night) for us to guide the public where we can but mainly play our part by not propping the system up. Make poverty known. Make noise about shortfalls, ask questions (in the media or in board offices ) about who is going to fix it instead of paying ourselves, volunteer some but wait for the pubic to step up so they see what schools lack. I hate the deal too. But I trust Vince Ready and Iker and I don't think we could have done better right now. I think we dodged a bullet because I have read everything this government has put out and followed the trail. They plan to privatize and they are just looking for the route. Voting YES for now does not mean we are giving up. It does not mean a win in the way we wanted but we have won a battle that will lead to us winning the war. If we don't rest up and stock up we might not get there.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:57 PM Well, if it is bigger than just this battle, then we will need ALL the unions to strike if they do indeed use drastic (draconian) measures. I say it is time for ALL of the unions to call a general strike. I guarantee that they will not like that one bit. What will they do then? Call the army? :) People in Europe, at the end of the 19th century stood up in mines. General strikes do occur in Europe and have. If you think you had it tough, think of them who stood tall for US in tougher times and conditions. Make sacrifices. Sell furniture. Tutor on the side. Ask for the BCTF money. Ask your banker to help. As friends and relatives. If we say NO, it won't last long. If they legislate us back, let's call a general province-wide strike of all unions. Delete Reply Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:47 AM Between CC's smug smile as she celebrates slaughtered teachers and Jim Iker's goofy grin - seemingly unaware that he has been a willing puppet, I am thoroughly disgusted. Over the next 5 years, teachers will be in an increasingly bad situation financially, classrooms will continue to be too large and complex with increasing medical, social and environmental issues impacting academic delivery. It could not be less obvious that things will continue to worsen. The Liberals have ensured that BC is rapidly becoming the Canadian Monaco for rich off shore interests and wealthy corporations. Soon the underpaid "workers" will have to be bussed in daily to Vancouver - Asian style. The only recourse is to move to just about any other province and bring in up to $100,000 more over the six years with much less cost of living. So we are bailing, encouraged by friends who have gotten positions in Manitoba and Alberta. My colleagues and I discovered through contacting several school boards across Canada that specialist (special needs and behavioural) and secondary science teachers are in particular demand. I want to work in a professional, respectful environment where the needs of all children are considered a priority and where I feel inspired to do my best. However, I want my vote to reflect the wishes of teachers who will be here over the next 6 (5) years, so very much appreciate your blog and opportunity to read the comments.ReplyDelete Bert SlaterSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:11 AM To vote YES will throw away 12 years of effort, and 2 victories in BC Supreme Court. To vote YES will be to snatch defeat from the jaws of victory. If you vote YES what bargaining power do you think you will have - the government will do nothing, and then what do you think you will do - take job action? PLEASE VOTE NO.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:59 PM Time to show you have a spine!Delete Reply RodSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:06 AM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Cool HandSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 AM Wouldn't a 'No' vote be a vote of no confidence in the BCTF itself?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:02 AM Not at all. It is just a message to the leadership we need to do better. The strength of the union is the members, and we support the leadership by giving them direction through democratic means.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:40 PM I disagree. How else can a recommendation by the EC to vote yes be interpreted? Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:00 PM I am sure people will interpret this both ways, but it is a vote. If it is supposed to be a "Yes", because it might be interpreted one way, then why bother having a vote?Delete Kate TSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:07 AM Yes , it would be. I don't think we could come out much better than this with this government. How will a No obtain that? Christy will be happy, she can declare the BCTF gone and roll out her plan to privatize. Delete Reply David DeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:06 AM A no vote would be a rejection of a the court victories defied by the government and an inadequate deal containing some vague promises that won't meet the needs of teachers or students on class size and other important issues.In Ontario elementary teachers get 200 minutes of prep time per 5 day cycle. I know there is financial hardship, but the union has received close to $2 million in donations from other unions; is there no way of accessing hardship funds? At minimum, vote no and return to work on work to rule with various strike options.ReplyDelete Erica JonesSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:25 AM This article actually makes me so mad. It is NOT better for the kids that they have missed almost all of june and all of september. This is what you signed up for in BC as a teacher. Get on board or GET OUT.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:20 PM Is this really what teachers signed up for? At my high school, each class has about 30 kids, with an average of 17 kids per classroom with an identified learning disability. Our district says that there should be no more than 4 kids per classroom.. How do you expect non-specialist teachers to help each student when over half of them require more resources because of a learning disability? Furthermore, are you generalizing the "better-ness" to all the kids in BC? Because I don't think that it would be better if kids went back considering the learning environment isn't up to par. There are barely any Education Assistants, and support teachers for the multitude of children who need them. While I recognize and appreciate your enthusiasm for education, please realize that the public school system isn't a daycare. Also, please think about your words and the learning environment prior to speaking out. By the way, we're not an autocracy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:08 PM I can understand your frustration! Understand mine! I almost died at 7:30 pm one night returning from teaching a FI split class with several students who did not get enough support or no support at all. The principal expressed to me that he expected me to teach 2 different social studies programs and 2 different science programs. ANYONE I talked to knows that this is impossible to do, especially in French Immersion when kids get no support at home and books are often too hard for students to read. I had to quit my job. I did it for me and did it for the kids. I was like a surgeon who is asked to operate on 5 patients with an old scalpel with 2 inexperienced nurses. Predictably, 4 patients would die and I would be reprimanded! Teachers are put in terrible conditions and kids too. I hope you have the openmind to consider the reality of this honest personal anecdote. I also wish you to understand that this is likely not an isolated incident. What will it take? A kid to commit suicide because he or she is not getitng enough support?Delete Reply hilarySeptember 17, 2014 at 10:29 AM It is incorrect to equate lost funding with what the teachers would have received in grievances. The two are not equivalent. The starting position of the BCTF was $225M, so they never expected $3B to resolve grievances. I'm also interested to know where you get your figures on overcrowded classrooms. A recent Globe and Mail article says that classrooms are, on average, smaller than the caps set in 2002.ReplyDelete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:36 AM The signing bonus should be roughly $2500 each: 105 million divided by 41 thousand.ReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:53 AM It is not that simple. The $105 million is to be allocated by the union. The term "signing bonus" has been crossed off on the signed document. Some of that money may be used to pay union debts. Don't know this but clarification would be useful.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:16 PM Just quoting from the CBC news website, "And finally there are details of $105-million fund to settle grievances stemming from the ongoing court case. The BCTF says that money will be given out as a signing bonus, with specific amount yet to be determined."Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:34 AM I think it would be smart to put at least part of it into your strike fund.Delete Reply WheelsSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:55 AM If the money is used as a signing bonus, it should be based on FTEReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:12 PM Yes I am sure it will be based on FTE. The question is how much of the $105 Million is actually distributed. This is up to the union, and I am told that it is yet to be decided.Delete GuruSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:44 PM And don't forget all the retired teachers who are entitled to a share of it.Delete Reply Geoff OrmeSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:18 PM In another discussion of this someone suggested that under BC Labour Law a no vote means rejection of the proposed deal, and that means the strike continues until either: - the union in question elects to stand down - another tentative deal is presented or - the government imposes a legislated contract. I think the last of these is the most likely, and I believe the legislated contract would be draconian and brutal. What do you think, Tara? Also, I would appreciate your thoughts on Sandy Garossino's comments at https://storify.com/Garossino/should-teachers-accept-the-contractReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:14 PM If this is so, in a few month (likely a couple of years), teachers will win so much more with a Supreme Court judgment! It is possible that the Liberals know that the higher courts are stacked by Liberal judges (that is what happen when judges are chosen, not elected). In any case, a negative settlement (or not a great judgment) will galvinize the public to reform the way the Supreme court judges are being chosen. I doubt that any govn't will want that to happen. A legislated contract will make the LIbs look like sociopaths and dictators.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:47 PM Peter I think you are expecting far too much from the public, many of whom are only paying attention to this matter due to kids being home from school. The public are not remotely this savvy on the political process.Delete Reply IslanderSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:09 PM I am a continuing education teacher. We have it even worse and we are not listened to enough about our poor conditions. Those include no prep time (and we do have to mark and do report cards many times a year sometimes and commonly for 30 students in a class), travelling to different schools with no compensation, and having next to no breaks in between 3 hour classes. I worked for two years with no lunch break and taught 6 hours straight (just 15 min. breaks) to be told, "don't complain since there are others who will do it". We then got 15 min. breaks in between classes. Most of our students are wealthy immigrants, many who try to stay in classes as long as possible since the classes are free. After spending a year in Germany, I realize how better organized it is where the immigrants pay to learn the language on a sliding scale, and have to pay for a student book as well for each class. We do not even have text books, but photocopy so much at tax payers' expense. This is not right. I then teach summer school since we were not on a 12 month continual salary and most of those students are also immigrants (at least 75%). This is also free and it is becoming so common and the new immigrants know this is free babysitting and tutoring. I think one main problem is that we have so many new immigrants in our classes who need ESL like this article states about our inclusion style of education nowadays: http://www.vancouversun.com/life/Shelley+Fralic+trouble+with+schools/10203596/story.html I am honored to be teaching and like my job, but it does get exhausting especially since I need two or three jobs to pay the mortgage that I now no longer have.. back to renting since it all I can afford in this city that has become so expensive. And many don't realize that it is very very difficult to get to full time work as a teacher here. There was a formula that made it take about 10 years to get to f/t (now finally changed). I have been without pay for 3 months, and now had to finally rent a place in anticipation of returning to work, so I have to vote "yes", but please keep the comments coming for what alternatives we have. Maybe we have to just educate the public in a better way than picketing; maybe get out and walk around malls and talk to people and hand out pamphlets on how this liberal government is hurting this. Most Asians (probably just the new who are from such a different system) are already against the teachers since they do not seem to understand what is going on. http://www.vancouversun.com/Business/asia-pacific/Chuck+Chiang+Many+Asian+families+place+blame/10202757/story.htmlReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:17 PM First of all, myn thoughts are with you! I think your ideas about using different strategies is smart. Picketing is not a very good strategy to let people know about things. I think using the membership to flood media comment sections would be more effective. Going to talk to the public might be a good idea along with this, I think. Phone the BCTF and ask for support.Delete Reply Marsha HolleySeptember 17, 2014 at 1:36 PM A teachers wife Vote no you have come to far to back down. It is a -----Y DEAL. ReplyDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:45 PM Ask yourself WHY teachers cannot get 1/2 of the average increase in salary of the private sector? (The Libs will tell you because there are sooooooo many teachers, but I also hear that there are provinces where there is a need for teachers!) TORONTO - A new study says that Canadians, on average, can expect about the same size salary increase next year as in 2014. Human resources consultants Pal Benefits says a survey of 401 organizations, mainly in Ontario, Alberta and British Columbia, projected salary increase for 2015 at an average of 2.79 per cent. That was almost unchanged from the 2.74 per cent average increase projected in last year's survey. Meanwhile, in addition to the average salary increase remaining relatively steady year over year, the survey found that the percentage of employers who plan to freeze salaries appears to have stabilized at eight per cent —in the same percentages as was projected in 2014. Breaking down the numbers further, the survey found the average salary increase anticipated in the engineering, financial services and high technology sectors was three per cent. That compared with an average of 2.5 per cent on the low end for organizations in durable manufacturing. https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.htmlReplyDelete "Mama Rose"September 17, 2014 at 9:12 PM I used to agree with you, Tara, and appreciate you bringing these items to your blog to get us all thinking. But after a very long night and day of research and discussion, I realize I will be voting yes tomorrow. Here is why: I don't care about salary or benefit increases. That is not why I went on strike. I don't care if this tentative deal is not good for teachers. That's not why I went on strike either. For me, the single most important issue is class size and composition. I want to work in a classroom where I have enough time and resources available to me to adequately help all the students I teach. And while it is true that this tentative deal will not change anything in the classrooms right now (or at least most of our classrooms), I realized that we couldn't actually make changes in that area because the issues of cs and c is before the courts. When I made that connection and realized that this round of bargaining was really about a "good enough" agreement regarding wages, then the deal seems, well... good enough. BUT, the best part, is the language the BCTF legal team made around the furture court decision (the re-opener). They have it in writing that if we win the court case (which is likely) and when we have to start bargaining class size and comp again (that is exactly what Justice Susan Griffin said we would have to do) we will be STARTING from the 2002 levels. To make this simple to understand, I explained it to my friends using a number line. With this new language, the BCTF starts the next round of bargaining at say a 50. The government will want us to go to 10 or 15, and we'll compromise and end up maybe 25. But WITHOUT that language, we would have started bargaining at a 10 and only gone down from there. So I do believe it is the best deal possible, it still factors in the biggest issue (from my perspective), we do not lose the important gains of the past, and most importantly, everyone gets to go back to school.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 PM Mam Rose, I appreciate your point of view and your courage. However, let me point out to you and the readers that a decision at the BC supreme court might not turn out the way teachers anticipate. We all know that judges are appointed and who does the appointing? "All justices of the BCSC (including the position of Chief Justice and Associate Chief Justice) are appointed by the federal cabinet, on recommendation of the Minister of Justice. Masters are appointed by the provincial cabinet, on recommendation of the Attorney General in consultation with the Chief Justice." (Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Supreme_Court_of_British_Columbia) Now, I would like to think that all of those people are objective, but they are appointed and we know that there are political appointments. They have a lot of discretion over the laws and judgments. I am willing to bet that the BC Liberals do know this and are betitng the farm (or do they know something we don't know) that the Supreme Courts are stacked against teachers? So, I am not sure if we can count on a WIN if we proceed with the court ruling. I think we would be better to negotiate and negotiate a better deal.Delete Reply retaSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:57 AM Yes...no...yes...no...The last two days have been this. I’ve read so many articles and comments over the past few months and, I can say, I have learned a lot. I know this is not a great deal for teachers right now. I will be voting yes. This is why… 1. The children. Without going into the multiple issues (e.g., grad, post secondary, trades, sports, global education/trips, planned activities, those with varying degrees of special needs, those that need a soft place to land, etc., etc.) the children need to get on with their education. 2. The parents. For many parents, this strike is a financial burden. We do not like to be called baby sitters, but for many living below the poverty line, school is a financial relief. Winter is coming; gas bills will be expensive. 3. Poverty. Remember, BC has the highest child poverty rate in Canada. Schools feed and clothe numerous children. 4. The other systems educators work collaboratively with. MFCD, CYMH, foster parents, group homes, and the multitude of non-profit agencies that support vulnerable children and families are bursting at the seams. We are a part of that team. 5. CUPE. While some have been paid during this strike, that money is coming from districts. It was not provided by the government. And, CUPE is a partner in education - from the bus drivers to the tech dept to custodians to secretaries to EAs and so on. 6. Small Businesses. In our little towns, the school district is the number one employer. There is a direct cause-effect relationship between loss of wage and loss of business. 7. Money. The amount of money that is needed to reverse the erosion of the public education system over numerous years cannot be recouped in one sitting. This agreement is a start. It’s not much but the stage has been set. 8. THE COURT CASE. That is why we were on strike. All the other stuff could have been resolved months ago, but our government was working hard to make the court case go away. Well, it still exists. I consider that the victory. We live to fight another day (as rhetorical as that sounds) AND I hope people actually read the ruling and think critically about how a loss could impact the future of the Charter of Rights, and the power of government to contravene those rights. I am guessing we will vote to ratify as so many fear “what’s next?” from this government. It’s nasty business, and I think legislation would be next. VALUING PUBLIC EDUCATION needs to come from a STRONG, CONSISTENT public voice. If we do ratify the agreement, and those in the profession and public think we've given up, we have not. We’ve been fighting for years. We just haven’t been heard… until now. ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:21 AM I understand your point of view, but sometimes you have to fight to get what you want. This is a VERY bad deal, considering: Other people get on average 2.5% salary increases last year and this year and the next and the rest of us get 1% and must feel happy if we do.? (https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html) THIS DEAL is a horrendously BAD deal for kids/parents as well, of course. We are going to continue to be humiliated and be the laughing stock of many people of this province. After a decade of paycuts, WOW, this is what they are willing to offer! WOW! WOW! WOW!Delete Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:30 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Reply Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:37 PM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:08 PM Let's cross our fingers! I think we need a general strike by all unions if CC legislates teachers back. It is time to put the foot down and tell her and the Liberals that, as in the movie Network,"I am mad as hell and I won't take it anymore!"Delete Reply Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 8:26 PM Needs help on some stats for an online debate Looking for the last 10 or 15 years of contractual salary increases in %. So, 1% for 2001, 0% for 2002,...ReplyDelete Children FirstSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:00 PM Well it's all done now. Really hope the teacher's can find another angle to deal with class size and composition as well as student funding. The government will make sure the coming court case never swings your way no matter what. 2nd most expensive place to live in the the world!!! Wonder why and where the money goes??? ReplyDelete AnonSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 PM I'm an outsider, but have followed closely this whole fiasco and this is a RAW deal. Your union hung you out to dry on this one - taking a really bad deal (clearly no one from the BCTF had rudimentary math skills in their toolbox) and then publicly encouraging to the media that teachers accept the deal....what choice did you have - a no vote would have outraged the public. I could go on and on, but the bottom line, in my opinion, is that your union better get some stronger leaders who are PR and technology savvy. Out with Iker and the rest of those who bargained on your behalf - they just got ......well , we know that happened. Whew, can't even believe how screwed you got, absolutely amazing - nothing meaningful gained in the big picture and only very minor gains for a small group of people, bigger losses for the majority.. Wow - I better stop now. Best of luck. Thanks for all you do for our children. ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ▼  September (9) Reflections on the BC Teacher Strike BC Teacher strike - Lessons learned Response to Sandy Garossino Will the Education Fund improve classroom conditio... Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Class composition: a human rights perspective Class size and composition - a short visual histor... Guest post - I WILL HOLD THE LINE Teachers - let your leadership know it is time to ... ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141006,globalnews.ca,http://globalnews.ca/news/1599985/religious-freedom-ambassador-heads-to-ukraine/,Religious freedom ambassador heads to Ukraine - National | Globalnews.ca Your Region: National BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg On TV: News Hour Sections National National sections Locals Local sections Watch Watch sections Search Canada Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released Sections Health Money Consumer Tech Entertainment Environment Science Lifestyle Sports Featured Canada World Politics Investigations Canada Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released Your Region National Change BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Health Money Consumer Tech Entertainment Environment Science Lifestyle Sports Jump to a Region National BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Man trying to reach Bermuda in inflatable bubble rescued by Coast Guard Schedule NowNews Hour 6:30pmGlobal National More Programs Global National The West Block 16x9 The Morning Show More Personalities Dawna Friesen Carolyn Jarvis Liza Fromer Tom Clark More News Major snowfall covers N. Manitoba Entertainment ‘Gone Girl’ wins weekend box office News Journalist with Ebola arrives at US hospital Canada Quebecor sells off Sun newspaper chain News Crowdfunded bus debuts in Toronto Entertainment Depardieu reveals past as escort, thief Canada MPs debate motion for airstrikes in Iraq Sports NBA extends television deals for 9 years Trending Maple Syrup Heist Hong Kong protests Iraq crisis Luka Magnotta Ebola outbreak enterovirus D68 Ukraine Retail Wars Ukraine Crisis October 6, 2014 7:51 am Religious freedom ambassador heads to Ukraine By Mike Blanchfield  The Canadian Press ; Ambassador to the Office of Religious Freedom Andrew Bennett speaks with the Canadian Press during an interview in his office Wednesday October 1, 2014 in Ottawa. THE CANADIAN PRESS/Adrian Wyld What is this? Sponsored content is written by Global News' editorial staff without any editorial influence by the sponsor. If you'd like to learn more... What is this ? X What is this? Sponsored content is written by Global News' without any editorial influence by the sponsor. If you'd like to learn more... OTTAWA – Canada’s religious freedom ambassador is bound for Ukraine and says Russian President Vladimir Putin is orchestrating the persecution of Orthodox Christians, Catholics and Muslim Tatars. Andrew Bennett’s one-week, fact-finding mission begins Monday in Kyiv, where he meets religious leaders and government officials, among others. He is also expected to announce a package of Canadian government assistance aimed at promoting religious freedom, democratic development and inter-faith tolerance. Story continues below Bennett says the measures will be aimed at mitigating the negative effect of Putin, whom he accused of systematically targeting Christian groups in eastern Ukraine, where pro-Russian militias are active, as well as Muslim Tatars in Crimea, which Russia unilaterally annexed in March. Russian forces have kidnapped priests, detained nuns, firebombed churches and intimidated worshippers, he says. The Russian forces are targeting the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the Kyivan Patriarchate, which Bennett sees as part of a plan by Putin to prop up the Moscow Patriarchate of the Russian Orthodox Church. “It’s definitely part of a calculated plan,” Bennett said in an exclusive interview with The Canadian Press. “It’s a narrative drawn from the 19th century, not the Soviet period. This is a narrative building upon Russian nationalism that is rooted in Orthodoxy. “In Putin’s Russia, we’re seeing again the using of these older constructs within Russian political society and Russian history to advance Russian aims.” Bennett said he’s hearing reports that Russians want all religious communities in Crimea to re-register as religious communities, as they do in Russia. While that would target Muslim Tartars in Crimea, Bennett said it could be used against Catholics, Protestants and Orthodox groups, particularly the Kyivan Patriarchate in eastern Ukraine. “This has been used in the past as an administrative form of persecution.” The Moscow Patriarchate views its Kyivan counterpart as a breakaway sect, said Bennett. “As it has happened through a lot of its history, the Russian Orthodox Church is allowing itself to be co-opted and is being co-opted by the state, the Russians, to advance Russia’s interests.” Bennett’s office has a modest annual budget of $4.25 million for projects that support religious freedom. Bennett won’t say how much of that budget he plans to earmark to Ukraine, when he announces some specific projects in the coming days. He said he wants to meet some of the people who will benefit from the Canadian support before making his announcement. The projects will be aimed at “broadening religious dialogue between the different religious communities in the country, working with youth to make the links around religious freedom, democratic development, the role of religion and religious communities within society.” There’s been a historic lack of dialogue within Ukraine communities, so Canada wants to help address that, he said. Bennett said he won’t travel to Crimea or eastern Ukraine because it is too dangerous. The Harper government has particularly vocal in its criticism of Putin as being personally responsible for provoking unrest on Ukrainian soil. Bennett also took Putin to task for positioning himself as a defender of religious freedom. In the Middle East, Putin sees himself and Russia as defenders of Orthodox Christians in Syria and Iraq and has spoken out loudly against their persecution, said Bennett. “We all need to speak out,” he said. “But it’s very disingenuous when he does it on one hand in the Middle East and through his proxies they’re persecuting their fellow Christians in Ukraine.” With some 1.2 million Canadians of Ukraine descent living here, Ukraine is a top foreign policy priority for the Harper government. As he recently welcomed Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko to Ottawa, Prime Minister Stephen Harper said the two peoples are like “family” and that their bond transcends simple foreign policy interests. © The Canadian Press, 2014 Report an error Andrew Bennett Ukraine Ukraine Crisis Vladimir Putin More Stories World Ukraine says Russian forces sighted in major eastern cities Ukrainian president says he and Putin agree on steps to cease-fire agreement Baird hosts EU foreign policy chief Ashton Obama touts ‘unwavering’ U.S. commitment to NATO self-defence Ukraine ceasefire takes hold Comments Popular Now How does Ebola spread? 5 things you need to know 17958 Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released 9957 Accused Madeleine McCann Twitter troll found dead 9216 Ebola: 5 reasons why an outbreak is highly unlikely in Canada 5718 UPDATE: What’s the best, cheapest Canadian cellphone plan out there? 5633 Featured Content Canada Ebola: 5 reasons why an outbreak is highly unlikely in Canada What are the chances of an Ebola outbreak taking off in Canada? It isn’t likely, according to experts. And here are a number of reasons why. Continue reading → Environment Are we in the midst of a mass extinction? There have been 5 mass extinctions — the loss of 75 per cent or more of the world’s species — in Earth’s history. Scientists now believe that we are at the early stages of the sixth. Continue reading → Health Lab-grown penises may soon be ‘ready for testing’ on humans Researchers in North Carolina say penises grown in laboratories could “soon be ready for human testing,” offering hope for men who have had traumatic injuries or penile cancer. Continue reading → Canada Meet Rachel Parent — the teen fighting for GMO labelling in Canada Rachel Parent is a 15-year-old activist. Her goal: mandatory labelling in Canada of all genetically modified organisms, or GMOs that are found as ingredients in food. Continue reading → Canada Abandoned puppies on the mend Twenty hungry, cold and flea-infested puppies found in a Saskatchewan field are now being nursed back to health at Battleford’s Humane Society. Continue reading → Science Everything you need to know about Wednesday’s lunar eclipse On Oct. 8, Canada will be treated to its second lunar eclipse of the year. Find out what you can expect. Continue reading → Canada Can homegrown food win the climate change war? Wondering what’s the single most effective way to combat climate change? Plant a garden. Continue reading → Canada 16×9: An investigation into illegal lumber Timber thieves are stealing wood from the Russian Far East, processing it in China and then shipping it to North America, a 16×9 investigation has found. Continue reading → Highlights Hounds of Parliament: As commuting cyclist and budget watchdog, Frechette must make his presence known Frechette draws a line distinguishing his personality as a cyclist and as the parliamentary budget officer. But surely there’s a parallel between the assertive man he is on a bike and in the role of PBO? Continue reading → Email alerts Sign up for FREE daily Globalnews.ca newsletters and breaking news alerts Email Address National Daily News National Breaking News By clicking on the submit button, I have read, understood and agreed to our privacy policy Twitter Follow globalnews 5 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews USA Swimming suspends #MichaelPhelps for 6 months glbn.ca/ClLU9 pic.twitter.com/nqC3dQ3NhL 5 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews Hillary Clinton: military action against ISIS “critical” and “essential” globalnews.ca/news/1600343/w… #cdnpoli 17 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews Boy left in car during church choir practice dies glbn.ca/ClKBB Jump to a Region BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Connect Facebook Twitter Google+ RSS Contact Us Global News About Us Privacy Policy Principles & Practices Terms & Conditions Copyright Shaw Media Advertise Open Data © Shaw Media Inc., 2014. All rights reserved. Follow Follow “Global News” Get every new post delivered to your Inbox. Join 3,820 other followers Powered by WordPress.com Shaw Connect Expand News Entertainment Entertainment Home Celebs Movies TV Music Living Lifestyle Food Home & Living Sports Money Tech Travel Breaktime Autos Watch TV Online All Sites Global Global News Food Network HGTV History Television Showcase Slice DTOUR ET Canada National Geographic Movietime Lifetime H2 DIY Action NG Wild Mystery IFC BBC Deja Vu Twist)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=14692,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 20, Number 3, November/December 2007 Yours for the asking Resources and study tour 2008 Most Canadians are unaware of the history of WWII in Asia. Japanese militarism and aggression in China, Korea, and beyond were responsible for less widely known wartime atrocities including the deaths of up to 300,000 in the Chinese city of Nanjing. BC Association for Learning & Preserving the History of WWII in Asia (BC ALPHA) works with people who pursue peace and justice to preserve the truthfulness of the historical records of WWII in Asia. In 2001, a resource guide was developed for teachers: Human Rights in the Asia Pacific 19311945: Social Responsibility and Global Citizenship. BC ALPHA has been conducting subsidized Peace and Reconciliation Study Tours for BC educators since 2004, http://www.alpha-canada.org/. On the 5th Study Tour, from June 28 to July 11, 2008, teacher participants will meet survivors and historians as well as visit museums and other sites in and around Shanghai (China), Nanjing (China), Harbin (China,) and Seoul (Korea). BC ALPHA, covers all ground costs inside China and Korea; teachers take care of their own international travel costs between Canada and Asia. The deadline for application is March 1, 2008. BC ALPHA can also help arrange speakers, survivors, and eyewitnesses for classroom visits. ALPHA also loans reference and video materials to teachers. For more details, visit Canada ALPHA http://tinyurl.com/25h8vq. UBC Museum of Anthropology The museum offers many educational programs ideal for Grades K12, Tuesday to Friday, September through June. Programs are open to school, community, and special interest groups. The 75-minute programs are interactive and conducted by trained museum volunteer associates. The cost of $5 a student (or $8 when two programs are booked for the same day) includes a program packqage with pre- and post-visit support material. Outreach teaching kits are also available for loan. To book: e-mail bookings@moa.ubc.ca, 604-822-5653, web site www.moa.ubc.ca. Cycling training for the school community The Vancouver Area Cycling Coalition offers workshops on bicycle skills and commuter confidence for educators. The workshop is for teachers and school staff who have considered cycling to school but currently lack the confidence or skills to commute by bike. This two-day workshop will improve personal cycling skills with classroom and onroad opportunities about how to ride confidently in traffic, check the safety of your bike, ride at night and in the rain, as well as plan the best route. The workshop will also present activities to integrate cycling, bike smarts, and active transportation ideas into the school community and classroom curriculum. To book a workshop, ask your PD co-ordinator to contact Cara Fisher or Arthur Orsini, ctsc@vacc.bc.ca or phone 604-319-2102. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13172,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 1999 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 11, Number 6, April 1999 A midsummer night’s nightmare by Constance Rulka When I wrote, some years ago, in praise of our school librarians, I said that Shakespeare had created their prototype in Prospero. The erstwhile duke of Milan took his books with him into exile on his strange island, and in them, he found sufficient company for himself and enough material to teach Miranda. The books brought the whole world to their few acres of rock. This seemed to me to be what the teacher-librarians were doing in the schools: bringing all areas of learning within reach of students and showing them how to admire, reject, or absorb what was to be found there, giving them a critical judgment and set of standards. Ariel, I was whimsical enough to think, with his ability to circle the globe and extend the scope of Prospero’s guiding wisdom, symbolized all the technological aids that have come into the schools. I was wrong. I had my plays mixed. We are not dealing with the pure spirit of Ariel, carrying out Prospero’s orders to achieve harmony and a distinct goal. Something has gone awry. The ill-natured Robin Goodfellow has replaced him. With no well-thought-out plan, this mischief-maker has gone about in the dark, indiscriminately sprinkling a lotion on our eyes. We have opened them to fall in love with the first object seen—even if it bears an ass’s head. Only a midsummer night’s madness could explain what we have done during the last few years. Pleading lack of funds, we cut back librarians’ time and consigned their wide experience and ability to connect children with books, to some area where they could act as silent supervisors. Then, having exercised such economy, we turned around and poured out hundreds of thousands of dollars for rewiring schools to become adequate temples of a new idol, the computer. We all jumped on a train with flashing lights as it rushed through a narrow tunnel to an unspecified destination. Parents helped us to get on board, because they hoped their children might be taken to some future where they would arrive well-equipped for some as yet unknown job market. Fear was driving us, as well as the train. No wonder Robin Goodfellow shook his head and said, “Lord, what fools these mortals be!” Funds were raised to put computers into the schools, with a hopeless goal of one per student. Unfortunately, it was not a one-time investment. Computers became obsolete, in no time at all, as more and more changes were made in technology, and different models (at ever higher prices) were constantly in demand. Worst of all, the delicate machines would break down; they needed highly skilled maintenance and repair. Parents and boards, having performed superhuman feats of fund-raising to get the whole thing started, found themselves back at square one every two or three years. Robin Goodfellow could sometimes be the will-o’-the-wisp that lured travellers through bogs and brambles, pretending to show a light ahead, to mark a destination that never materialized. Now, we are mired in the needless costs of our magical technology and torn by the ever-increasing pressure to move this way or that in a hurry—before we are left behind. Nobody seems to be measuring the effect on the children (especially in the earlier grades) of weaning them from librarians and plugging them into machines. Fond grandparents watch as the seven-year-olds manipulate the mouse and control the keyboard—willing themselves to believe that the future is now secure. Those children have been given the key, and the world is now theirs. Moral standards, social skills, and all that we mean by humanity seem no longer to count. Fear forces us on, because other countries are rushing in the same direction. We may not know where we are going, but we dare not stop. We may not know what we mean by computer literate, but we despise those who are not. We see those who question our obsession with the machine as clods who would have suspected Copernicus because of his Polish accent and condemned Galileo for littering the streets of Pisa. We think back, though, to Ada Lovelace (Byron’s daughter), after whom the high-level universal computer programming language ADA was named. Her “Sketch of the Analytical Engine,” in 1843, made clear the work of Charles Babbage, the computer pioneer. She foresaw that the machine could some day be used to write music. However, she lost her money on using the machine to help her calculate the winners in horse-races. At least she knew where she was going and what she wanted the machine for. There is a vast difference between that kind of control and our loosing adolescents onto the Internet (or vice versa) and telling them that all the information is theirs. All they have to do is use their discrimination, as they decide what to do with it. Like the people lost in the woods in Shakespeare’s play, I wish we could wake up, shake off the bad dream, and go home to Athens. Constance Rulka, a retired teacher, is a school trustee in the Howe Sound School District. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=30604,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2013 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 26, Number 1, September 2013   Who is Jim Iker?  By Susan Croll   Social worker or teacher? That was the decision Jim Iker had to make when he was in Grade 13 in Oakville, Ontario, one of the southern Ontario communities where he grew up. Teaching won out, and after receiving an honour’s degree in Political Science and Sociology at McMaster University, Jim enrolled at Dalhousie University in Halifax and completed his Bachelor of Education. After travelling across the country and spending time on both east and west coasts, he realized he wanted to live in another part of Canada, preferably somewhere coastal or remote. In 1977, he submitted applications to school districts on both the east and west coasts as well as in the Yukon and Northwest Territories. He was qualified to teach at either the elementary or secondary level and as many teachers do, chose the first position offered to him and that happened to be a Grade 2/3 primary class in Topley, BC. Topley is a small, unincorporated village not far from Burns Lake and is part of the Nechako Lakes School District. Like so many other interior communities, Topley once thrived with forestry, mining, and ranching driving the economy. Topley Elementary School, where he worked was bursting at the seams with 212 children and was the heart of this bustling community. Jim is a versatile teacher and taught kids in nearly every elementary grade—including Kindergarten. He also was a teacher counsellor, learning assistance, and special education teacher. Working from the BCTF building in Vancouver for the last six years, as 1st, then 2nd vice-president, and now as president, means that Jim is currently out of the classroom but he still fondly remembers times spent with his students and their families. “I loved taking my Kindergarten students skiing. We went downhill skiing three times each year and it was amazing to see how much these little kids improved over three outings. The kids loved it and their families got involved too. It was fabulous.” “Another time, I took my Grade 6/7 class on a week-long field trip to Vancouver. Some of the students had never been south of Prince George. There were 16 kids, 3 parents, and me. We went to many places in Vancouver, including Science World, the Aquarium, the Planetarium, the children’s festival, and travelled the Royal Hudson train to Squamish, but I think the kids just might have enjoyed the hotel pool the most.” As sawmills modernized and became more efficient and mines closed, many Topley families were left with little option but to move. There were enough children left in the community, but because of funding cuts to school districts, Topley Elementary School was closed in June 2010. Cheryl, Jim’s wife and also a teacher in Topley, now teaches in a neighbouring community, Decker Lake, 45 kilometers from home. The area’s economy has been sustained due to work harvesting wood devastated by the pine beetle, but it is difficult to attract families because there is no longer a school for their children. Jim got involved in his local union, the Burns Lake District Teachers’ Union, the first year of teaching. It was a natural step for him as he was drawn to social justice issues in secondary school and university, namely the grape boycott campaign led by Cesar Chavez and the United Farmworkers between 1965 and 1970. Bargaining, and achieving better working and learning conditions for teachers and students is also what Jim loves to do and he has much experience. He and his local bargaining team negotiated three contracts between 1988 and 1994, and he was also a member of the first provincial bargaining committee in 1995. Although disappointed by the Liberal government’s re-election, Jim is steadfast that our bargaining priorities would not have changed regardless of who formed government on May 14. He believes that the Liberals’ chief motivation for pushing the idea of a 10-year contract has one central purpose and that is to silence teachers and the BCTF. “Be assured, 10 years has nothing to do with labour stability, and everything to do with trying to shut down our collective voices to change working and learning conditions and advocate for increased, stable funding for a strong public education system.” If Jim were education minister he’d move on three key areas. First, he would develop a relationship with the BCTF based on respect for the important work we do with students and for public education. He’d negotiate a deal at the bargaining table with the necessary funding to achieve it. He’d develop a funding plan to bring education funding in line with other provinces in Canada, so BC was not the worst in the country. His concerns extend beyond his own members though. “To be a trade unionist in 2013 means we need to continue our advocacy to improve economic and working conditions for all working people and for a just society. We need a strong social safety net and we need to decrease the inequity that’s prevalent in this country now.“ Jim was first elected to the BCTF Executive Committee in 2002 and served in that position for five years. He knew that when he ran for 2nd vice-president that there was a chance he might become BCTF president one day. “I knew that I could run for president if I had the trust of our members and the support of my family. I believe that I have that trust and support and that is why I let my name stand. While I am in this role, I want to accomplish a number of things, but my priorities are to negotiate a collective agreement, continue to advocate for increased and stable funding for public education, and to keep our union strong as a social justice union of professionals.” Topley may be small but there is never a shortage of things to do for Jim when he goes home. He has 50 acres of land, mostly brush, swamp, and fields to take care of. Because he lives in the north, winters can be mighty cold. Jim and Cheryl heat their house with wood. Going home in the fall means cutting wood, which he enjoys, making sure their wood supply is replenished. Jim manages to get home about four days a month. He enjoys taking long walks and the peace and quiet his home and area have to offer. “Going home to the north grounds me,” says Jim. Cutting the lawn, which he also enjoys, in the spring and summer is no mean feat either—it takes four hours. Still there is time to do more pleasurable and relaxing things like spending time with Cheryl, going out on his ATV, listening to music—his favourite kinds of music are classic rock and what he labels as new alternative music. His favourite musician grew up in Ontario too and is none other than Neil Young. Sometimes in the winter, he even can find the time to play a game of hockey with his friends (he plays goal), or go out snowmobiling on the trails, logging roads, and lakes near his home. Jim typically spends some of summer vacation with the rest of his family; he is a father and a happy grandfather. His son who lives in Sudbury has three children and his daughter living in Edmonton has one son. A teaching career that spans 36 years sees many changes, but Jim explains that while there are more students who have IEPs and there are more kids with complex learning needs, the biggest change is the ongoing underfunding of the system. “Quite simply, there are fewer resources now, larger class sizes, fewer learning specialist teachers, and more demands placed on teachers. There is way less support for the classroom; the money just isn’t forthcoming and that is wrong.” Cuts and problems aside, Jim has sound advice for any new teacher entering the profession: “Become involved in your local union and the BCTF, and find your balance between work and your own personal life so you can really enjoy the kids you teach. There is nothing like walking away at the end of the day with that feeling of enjoyment you get from working with kids.” _______________ Susan Croll, Teacher newsmagazine editor, BCTF Communications and Campaigns Division    Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11040,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2002 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 14, Number 6, April 2002  Readers write Appalled by government I am appalled by the way this private-enterprise government chose to settle the contract talks between teachers and their employers. I cannot remember contract talks’ being resolved in this manner. Oh for the days after a bargaining process, at district level, our contract talks went before a mediator. If the parties could not resolve their differences then there was the arbitration route. I have been retired from our noble profession for 10 years and am becoming increasingly glad that I am no longer actively involved in this disgusting situation. I have been a staunch supporter of teachers’ unions both here in B.C. and previously in the U.K. I have participated in union affairs as president and bargaining and learning conditions chair of the Terrace District Teachers’ Union. I therefore appreciate the hard work that was put into the present discussions and feel the anguish that my colleagues are experiencing. Hopefully action against this government will continue and they will eventually see the folly of their ways. Ken Morton White Rock Time to protest Last spring, Gordon Campbell and his running mates in the Liberal Party of B.C. were voted into power with 77 out of 79 seats in the B.C. Legislature. Campbell’s Liberals promised to get B.C. back on track financially. They promised to downsize government bureaucracy and red tape, making B.C. a much better place in which to live and do business. They said health and education would not be cut because of their importance to the people of this province. On January 17, 2002, Black Thursday, the government announced that 30% of the government public service is to be cut. Thousands of people will be laid off in the coming months and years because their jobs are seen as redundant. The impact of the cuts will be felt by hundreds of thousands of people in this province. These past months have been an amazing time of turmoil in the province of B.C. As well as cutting public jobs, this government has made education an "essential service." On January 25, 2002, Gordon Campbell’s government brought down Bills 27, 28, and 29, which affected public education, post-secondary education, and health and social services. Do the citizens of B.C. really understand that these draconian laws affect not just educators, healthcare workers, and public-sector workers? The laws assault every single citizen in B.C.—newborn babies, small children, youth, elderly, working people, small businesses, and communities as a whole. The laws are laws of social injustice. They have the worst effects on the most disadvantaged people of our society—people who have little or no opportunity or ability to protest, people who require the help of others to advocate for them. Our educational services, health services, social services, and judiciary services, to name a few, have been slashed. Thousands of people have been put out of work. All this in the name of making the ministries better able to deliver a more efficient and better quality of care to the public. Each act has been driven by an arrogant and malevolent despot who puts power and the aims of big business before the public good. Each of us, as citizens of the province of B.C., must stand up and be counted. We cannot expect the fight only to be government vs unions. It is not. To preserve our quality of life, we must exercise our democratic right to protest—en masse—an entire province united against the dictatorship of Gordon Campbell. Lynda Bird Fernie Activist Fuller leaves his mark Frank Fuller, BCTF and labour activist, died February 14, 2002, in Sechelt, at the age of 84. His life journey began in near poverty in Fort Worth, Texas in 1917 and ended in Sechelt, B.C. The journey took him from Dallas Public Library to activism in the BCTF and the joy of teaching. Frank Fuller served as president of the BCTF Labour History Association, and together with other teachers, he brought labour history into B.C. classrooms for the first time. He was a strong critic of what he called the "conspiracy of silence" surrounding the history and contributions of working people in British Columbia society. Frank also worked with the Sechelt people to develop a curriculum based on their history and culture. Al Cornes BCTF assistant executive director Shocked by Liberal presence I attended a conference hosted by the Law Courts Education Society of B.C. and the B.C. Social Studies Teachers’ Association, a BCTF provincial specialist association. I was shocked, insulted, and angry when the keynote address was given by Geoff Plant, attorney general and Liberal MLA. The Liberal Government has acted in an undemocratic and malicious way toward the teachers of B.C., and I am outraged at the fact that the Law Courts Education Society is attempting to win the favour of the Liberals at a time when the future of B.C.’s education is at stake. I am further angered by the fact that the BCSSTA condoned having Geoff Plant as the keynote speaker. This is an affront to actions taken by British Columbia’s teachers and the BCTF. I have withdrawn my extra-curricular activities, activities that I enjoy and look forward to each year, to protest the Liberal’s actions. To sit in a teachers’ conference where a Liberal MLA is given the opportunity to spread his party’s propaganda and attempt to justify future cuts to programs leaves me feeling betrayed by both the Law Courts Education Society and the BCSSTA. I will not make use of the services provided by the Law Courts Education Society and will not renew my membership in the BCSSTA in protest. The Law Courts Education Society has attempted to win the favour of the Liberal Party in an effort to maintain funding; this is a political game that they should not be playing. Though they feel the Law Courts Education Society cannot exist without the government’s support, they have either forgotten or taken for granted the support they need from teachers. Jefferson Dunton Abbotsford Thailand penpals The Grade 6, 7, 8, and 9 students of English teacher Mrs. Ratree Choothuad, Ban Khlongsra Comprehensive School, Thailand, are eager to meet pen pals in Canada, specifically B.C. The village school is an hour’s drive from the city of Ban Don (which is indicated as Surat Thani, on maps). If you are interested, please contact Mrs. Ratree Choothuad, 79 Moo 3, Ban Khlongsra, Kanchanadit District, Surat Thani Province, 84160, Thailand. John Wheelock Duncan Teaching in China A group of B.C. teachers (Victoria, I think) taught English as a second language to children at a summer camp in Xiangshang, China, during July and August 2001. Some Alberta teachers are interested in doing the same this summer, but they have no idea who to contact. If anyone knows about that expedition, please e-mail us at papiphant@yahoo.com. Irene Gagné Edmonton Liberalism 101 I am not interested in politics. I am interested in teaching, and I have been from an early age. When I started school, it was the most invigorating and exciting experience I had ever known. Even though three grades shared one room at Ioco Elementary School, class sizes were about 20. At school, I was enlightened and empowered to be anything I wanted. After just a few years, I knew what that was. I wanted to teach. For years, I loved my job. I lived my job. I spent as much time coaching as I did teaching. It was grueling, time-consuming, and oh so rewarding. Gradually my job changed. Even though I was more experienced, efficient, and realistic, work demands and expectations grew. I had less and less time for my life outside school. I resented that dilemma, so I chose to give up coaching. I won’t go into the specifics of how my job as a classroom teacher has become more onerous, but suffice to say that it has. When I try to reconcile the rationale of our Liberal government, I’m tormented. What wide-eyed, bright, young educator will knowingly dedicate his/her best years to this profession now? At a recent union meeting, I was faced with the realization that, like it or not, I am immersed in a political battle. We spent close to an hour debating whether or not to support a student-run spring carnival. During the debate, I felt my first political epiphany. Our normally genial staff was divided, heated, and shamefully reduced to name-calling and callous insinuations. The Liberal agenda was never so concretely clear to me. Divide teachers. Pit one against the other. It’s no longer an issue of us against them. It’s much more effective to pit us against us. Gail McAuliffe Port Coquitlam Secret ballots needed at AGM President David Chudnovsky inadvertently pointed out the need for a secret ballot while delegates were voting for BCTF Executive members at this March AGM. As voting was proceeding, he went to the microphone and asked the chairperson to remind members to vote on the correct ballot. He had noticed some delegates voting on the wrong ballot sheet. That action shows how our current balloting process is not secret, but is indeed open. We are suggesting changes to make these votes truly secret. Currently, voting for executive members at the AGM is a semi-public process. As a delegate, you have a long, narrow bubble sheet ballot with the names of the candidates for all positions pre-printed on it. To vote, you fill in the appropriate number of names while sitting at your table. You then place your ballot into an open box that is carried around the table by a scrutineer. To have a secret ballot, you have to leave your seat and find a quiet area in which to vote or hunch protectively over your ballot, making fake colouring motions so no one will be certain exactly which candidates’ names you selected. Then, you have to figure out how to get your vote into the open ballot box without anyone being able to see. Folding the ballot is unacceptable to the counting machine, so ballots, even those placed upside down, in the open box are not truly secret. Given the highly charged nature of BCTF politics, and the closeness of the votes in the last few years, the BCTF must make voting for Executive Committee members a truly secret process. In the interest of improving the process for all members, we recommend the following process based on secret-ballot procedures in other political venues. Delegates vote in simple voting booths around the perimeter of the room. Delegates then place their ballots in closed boxes after voting. There is a definite timeline for voting to take place, and the ballot boxes are immediately sealed and removed to another room for ballot counting when the time is up. Each candidate can have one representative in the counting room to monitor the balloting process. Following the count, spoiled ballots should be examined for voter intent. If it is obvious what the voter meant, then that ballot should count, even if the machine does not accept the ballot. As CCTA delegates to the AGM, we will be supporting a motion to the RA and other appropriate bodies to review the current AGM voting process and to make recommendations to ensure accuracy and fairness. Margaret Gardiner, Garth Holmes (LR), Lorne Landry (LR), Ken Lucks, Shawn Nelson, Dyane Willis, Sheila Wyse Cariboo-Chilcotin Teachers’ Association delegates to the AGM In memory Stirling McDowell, former CTF general secretary, and one of Saskatchewan’s most influential educators died in January at age 70, after a three-year struggle with non-Hodgkins lymphoma. In 1957, he joined the staff of the Saskatchewan Teachers’ Federation, serving for 25 years, the last 15 as general secretary. In 1982, McDowell was appointed the general-secretary of the CTF, where he worked with teachers’ associations throughout Canada and the world. In 1993, he served as a Canadian delegate to the founding convention in Stockholm of Education International, a world-wide organization for teachers from 150 countries. Al Cornes BCTF Assistant Executive Director Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media last tweet "" @ - 12:00am Follow @ last post "" facebook/ - Jan 1st Like Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7880&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 3, November/December 2004 Pension-planning tips for all teachers by Dale Lauber If you, as I am, are planning to retire this year, there is some planning to do. The key to preparing for a happy and successful retirement is good planning that starts early and is thoughtful and thorough. The two dimensions essential to good retirement planning are financial and psychological. While the power of investment returns generally encourages an early start to the financial aspect of planning, preparing mentally for retirement is an equally important aspect of planning and should also begin early, well before the event. What can you do to plan well for retirement? 1. Attend a BCTF Pension Seminar early in your career. Pension information seminars review the basics of the Teachers’ Pension Plan and incorporate changes to the plan rules and regulations as they occur. The information in the seminars will help you maximize your pension benefits and help you to make informed pension decisions throughout your career. The schedule of seminars, held for one half day on Saturdays, appears in this issue, and a poster is sent to each school. There is no cost for the seminars, and registration is unnecessary. 2. Visit the BCTF web site on pensions. That web site has a great deal of helpful information regarding the Teachers’ Pension Plan. Topics such as purchasing leaves of absence and tax implications of such purchases are covered. You will also find a link to the Personalized Pension Estimator and the Purchase of Service Cost Estimator. Visit bctf.ca/pensions/. 3. Visit the Teachers’ Pension Plan web site. This site is another good source of information about the Teachers’ Pension Plan. Under "Publications" you will find information about purchasing leaves of absence, transferring service from other provinces, applying for child-rearing credit, and even a copy of the Pension Plan Rules. Under "Tools" you will find the Personalized Pension Estimator and the Purchase of Service Cost Estimator. There is also a section of "Forms" so you can print out and use the application forms for different services. Visit www.pensionsbc.ca, then select "Teachers." 4. Consider purchasing your leave of absence. The purchase of a leave of absence will increase your pension. In some cases, however, that purchase may not be cost effective. For example, the purchase of a maternity and parental leave of absence, as defined by the Pension Plan Rules, is always cost effective, as the employer is required to pay its share of the contributions. On the other hand, the purchase of a general leave of absence may not be cost effective for you. For more information on the purchase of leave of absence, visit the Teachers’ Pension Plan web site, and use the Purchase of Cost Estimator. This will give the cost of purchasing a leave of absence. Then use the Personalized Pension Estimator to determine your pension at a specific date. Calculate your pension, then go back and add in the pensionable and contributory service being purchased and recalculate the pension for the same date. Compare the increase in the pension with the cost of the purchase to determine if the purchase is cost effective. All leaves of absence since April 2002 must be purchased within five years of the termination of the leave or termination of employment from the employer, whichever is earlier. Old leaves, leaves that terminated before April 1, 2002, must be purchased before March 31, 2007. 5. Do some financial planning. The power of time and investment return on savings makes financial planning an important part of planning for retirement. The earlier in your career you start these savings and investments, the more time they have to grow. If necessary, use the assistance of a financial planner or the services of a financial institution. 6. Contact the BCTF Income Security Division. Though we are not able to provide personal appointments, we will certainly respond to specific questions. Use e-mail, alambert@bctf.ca or dlauber@bctf.ca, phone 604-871-1921 or 1-800-663-9163 or fax 604-871-2287. 7. Contact the Teachers’ Pension Plan. Your specific pension information is held by the pension plan, and the plan staff can also assist you with your pension questions. Contact Teachers’ Pension Plan, P.O. Box 9460, Victoria, BC V8W 9V8, toll free: 1-800-665-6770, Vancouver: 604-660-4088, Victoria: 250-953-3022, fax: 250-356-8977. Web site: www.pensionsbc.ca, e-mail: TPP@pensionsbc.ca Other pertinent pension issues Reinstatements A reinstatement repays to the Teachers’ Pension Plan funds that were taken out of the pension plan at some date prior to 1996. The refunds, plus interest, may now be reinstated in the pension plan. There is no time limit on the reinstatement; however, the interest will accrue until the application for the cost of reinstatement is received by the pension plan. Application forms are available from your employer, your local, the BCTF, and the pension-plan web site. Purchase of less-than-half-time service A new provision of the Teachers’ Pension Plan allows current active members to purchase the time during which they may have worked less than half-time and did not contribute to the pension plan. An application form and detailed information in a publication entitled Pensionfacts is available from your employer, your local, the BCTF, and the pension plan web site. Joint trusteeship of the Teachers' Pension Plan The Teachers' Pension Plan is a jointly managed pension plan. The Joint Trust Agreement, reached in April 2001, established that the BCTF and the government are the two partners of the Teachers’ Pension Plan. Each partner appoints five trustees to the Teachers’ Pension Board of Trustees. The trustees manage the administration of the pension plan and the investment of the pension fund. Dale Lauber is director of the BCTF's Income Security Division.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media last tweet "" @ - 12:00am Follow @ last post "" facebook/ - Jan 1st Like Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=14688,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 20, Number 3, November/December 2007 The bravest woman in Afghanistan visits BC By Derrick OKeefe Malalai Joya, the outspoken 29-year-old elected politician and activist from Afghanistan, has just completed a whirlwind tour of British Columbia. Appearing at a number of rallies, meetings, and forums, Joya has spoken out strongly against what she views as a terribly wrong-headed policy that Canada and its NATO allies are following in Afghanistan. Elected from her home province of Farah to the new Afghan parliament in 2005, Malalai Joya has been the most vocal critic of the strong presence of warlords and war criminals who, according to Human Rights Watch, have a dominant presence in the parliament. Because Joya has denounced these known criminals, many of whom have been promoted to key posts in Hamid Karzais western-backed regime, she has been a constant target of these antidemocratic forces. Since coming to international attention in 2003, when she spoke out against the presence of warlords at the Constitutional Assembly, Joya has survived four assassination attempts, and lives in constant danger. Joya has continued to receive threats, and must live and travel clandestinely, using the burqa to hide her identity in addition to always being accompanied by bodyguards. Joya was the featured speaker at peace rallies in both Victoria and Vancouver on the weekend of October 2728, and she also spoke to audiences at the University of Victoria, the Vancouver Institute, Langara College, the University College of the Fraser Valley, Simon Fraser University, and at Thompson Rivers University in Kamloops. She addressed a number of union and community meetings, including a forum co-sponsored by the BCTF in Port Moody on October 29. Her Canadian tour continues in November, with stops in Toronto and Halifax, before she heads on to Finland. Prior to visiting Canada, Joya was in Germany and Italy, where she received numerous honours for her work on behalf of womens rights and democracy in her occupied country. Joya has also made clear that women have not achieved any substantial improvement in their conditions after more than six years of war. "In my crying Afghanistan, we have been pushed from the frying pan into the fire," Joya explains. "The West has put in power the Northern Alliance, who are every bit as dark-minded and antiwomen as the Taliban." Joya notes, for example, that rates of female suicide are as high as ever, and that the life expectancy of Afghan women is a mere 45 years. More than just enlightening Canadians about the realities of the war and about the unsavoury and corrupt government that NATO is currently backing, Joya has been inspiring people from all walks of life with her message and her courage. A typical response came my way from a UBC student who had heard Joya speak on his campus, "She made me cry, and to tell you the truth Im very worried about what may happen to her as I cant but think that she is an extremely important historical figure." UBC professor Dr. Michael Byers, head of the Liu Institute, described Joya as "the bravest person I have ever met." In May of this year, Joyas situation took a turn for the worse as she was suspended from parliament on the pretext that she had insulted the institution. Despite this, she continues to use any and all means to speak out against the warlords that dominate Afghanistans government. Despite living under constant physical threat, Joya shows no sign of being silenced. She explains, "They may kill me one day, but they cannot silence my voice. You can cut down the flower but you cannot stop the coming of the spring." She is fond of saying that "the silence of good people is worse than the actions of bad people," and it is clear that no menace or intimidation can silence Joya. Sadly, Canadas Conservative government has remained silent regarding the case of Malalai Joya, and this puts her at even greater risk. Joyas message stands in sharp contrast to the position of the Harper government, which claims that waging counter-insurgency war until 2011 and beyond will bring democracy, womens rights, and stability to Afghanistan. For her part, Joya urges, "If Canada cannot change its role in Afghanistan and stop following the wrong policy of the US, then it is better that you [the Canadian military mission] leave." Try as they might to ignore her, as more and more Canadians come to know the story of Malalai Joya, her plight and her struggle for justice will inspire many more good people to speak out and to take action for social change. Malalai Joyas tour of Canada has been organized by BC Labour Against War, in conjunction with the StopWar peace coalition in Vancouver. Fundraising has been an important goal of her visit, as Joya is a director of a non-governmental organization called Organization Promoting Afghan Womens Capabilites (OPAWC). All donations to this group go toward health and education projects in Afghanistan, as well as to covering the costs of Joyas personal security. Cheques can be made out to the Vancouver & District Labour Council and mailed to #20-1880 Triumph Street, Vancouver, BC, V5L 1K3. Please include a note indicating that the donation is for "Malalai Joya tour" or "OPAWC". Derrick OKeefe is the editor of www.rabble.ca and the co-chair of the Vancouver StopWar Coalition. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141006,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2014/09/tentative-agreement-yes-or-no.html?showComment0751410931187532,Staffroom Confidential: Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, September 16, 2014 Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Despite what I know was a herculean effort on the part of our bargaining team, I very much hope that BC teachers will vote no to the tentative agreement. After five weeks of strike, and twelve years of legal battles, this is not the deal that will restore sanity to public education and it is not a fair deal for teachers and students. Just as teachers in Saskatchewan rejected a deal to ensure a better outcome, I hope BC teachers will consider a no vote to let our team know we have to go back to the bargaining table. Class size, composition The agreement provided a modified LIF fund starting at $75 million per year and increasing to $85 by the last year. It is for teachers only, which will mean a slight improvement in Districts where sizeable portions were spent on Education Assistants or senior District staff rather than teachers. However, in an average size District like Victoria (20,000 students, 1,000 teachers), this will translate into about 5-10 more teachers. That is one for every five schools. To put it in comparison, Justice Griffin's judgement estimated the lost funding due to lost class size language at about $330 million in current dollars. (Read more here about the proposed Education Fund.) I heard so many teachers speak up about the need to ensure that we do not return to over-crowded classes when the strike ends. This agreement does very little to alleviate what is the most pressing issue. Throwing away the court victory The agreement provides a "reopener" in the event we win on appeal our class size language. What this means is that the language returns, but is not implemented until new language is negotiated. Without the actual implementation of the returned language, there will be very little incentive for the government to bargain it back. We would essentially be back in the very same position we are in today, with government trying to bargain it out and us trying to bargain it back in. In my opinion, even if we were legislated back to work we would be in a superior position. If we won the appeal the government would then be forced to implement the language. We are thus throwing away our historic court victory and the bargaining pressure it potentially creates. The reopener is really only mildly less offensive than E80. In both cases, we have to bargain back what was illegally taken from our contract and the government will probably never have to restore it. In fact, the "reopener" creates the perfect opportunity for government to lock us out to try and force us to agree to something far inferior. Throwing away the remedy for the last twelve years The agreement provides $105 million to compensate for grievances over-sized classes for the last twelve years. Using Justice Griffin's estimates, our loss is roughly $300 million times 12 = over $3 billion. I cannot fathom how $105 million is a fair compromise. The BCTF's original proposal to put this money back into the system was a more fair and productive approach. This agreement means we can no longer go to the courts for a fair remedy. Wages The agreement is very close to government's original offer. While I would be willing to accept this if the class size language was returned, teachers should not be taking such a significant monetary loss without the commensurate gain in working conditions. We have lost roughly 12% of our annual salary. We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut. Minimal improvements There are very minimal improvements in preparation time for elementary teachers (10 minutes per week), and TTOC daily rate. The TTOC daily rate change may depend on your grid placement. It could actually be a wage loss for long term TTOCs who are above category 5 and step 7. There is also $11 million in health and dental benefits. At 40,000 members, this is $275 each. Hardly worth consideration in the context of the rest of the agreement. What next? There are a variety of options if we vote no. We can continue the strike. We can choose to return to work and continue bargaining. We do not, and should not, accept an agreement that doesn't meet our needs and doesn't meet the needs of students and public education. When Saskatchewan teachers rejected the first deal which had 5.5% wage increases over four years, the second deal had 7.3% increases over four years. They have said this still isn't good enough. For us, our main issue is classroom conditions. We need to say this isn't good enough. The way to do that is to vote no. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 7:48 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 124 comments: Troy MooreSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:17 PM The EC recommendation states the open clause will be argued from restored language. However, selling our grievances for nothing as the 105 million is strike savings, is plenty of reason to vote no. Further, no composition caps, but a fund controlled by Superintendents is enough reason to vote no. Thursday I will vote no.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:06 PM Re-opener also says "education fund" in place until new language bargained, so old language can disappear forever.Delete Reply Mme RousseauSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:33 PM Government starved us to death hoping we'd vote yes to whatever deal they'd offer. Planned it from the start.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:07 PM We can sill choose (collectively) to return to work if we reject this deal. Many options.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:09 PM Great analysis, Tara! I think that returning to work would be a bad idea. This will frustrate parents more if they need to find new ways to deal with taking care fo kids. USe the money given to you by the other unions. I am a teacher who had to quit for stress over the terrible condition of work (split FI grade 4/5, several low LD kids with little support, one severe with no support, 2 gifted (no support), and a principal who expected me to teach 2 separate social studies AND science programs)Delete Reply Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:56 PM Good points by all but the gov't succeeded in starving my family out and completly breaking us. I will be voting YES and live to fight another dayReplyDelete Replies schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:21 PM 'Fight another day'? In the last twelve years that we have been pushing back against this government, never has the tide tide been so much with teachers, class size/composition, and public education - and never has the government been pushed back onto the ropes (especially with the call for binding arbitration). What 'other day' is being proposed that we wait for? Now is the time. Vote 'no' and give the BCTF bargaining team a renewed mandate to get a decent deal for students and teachers.Delete Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:10 PM "Another day" means to wake up and realize that 2more weeks means my family of 5 could lose our home. It means I will do all I can to recall Cc, Factbender, and other mla's, and maybe even having "a guy I know" have a chat with them. In year 1 of their reign, I don't believe they even know what "the ropes" are. I will vote YES ...for my family, and I can live with thatDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:12 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply Karen FergusonSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:03 PM Just a question: When the Saskatchewan teachers voted no, had they already been on strike for 5 weeks?ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM No. They are working with no contract. They are not on strike.Delete Shannon DavisSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:23 AM I am a Saskatchewan teacher. We are not on strike; we are currently in the conciliation process after voting "no" to 2 previous offersDelete Reply "Mama Rose"September 16, 2014 at 9:27 PM Can we truly return to work without agreeing and continue bargaining? When I suggested returning to work a few weeks ago, the answer was "being on strike puts pressure on the gov't and without pressure they have no reason to settle." And can you explain more how legislating us back would be better than agreeing to this deal? And finally, why would the BCTF executive put forward a deal that was not a good one?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:30 PM Because they need confirmation of the resolve of the membership to get something better. That is what a no vote does.Delete Reply Troylana MSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:28 PM some great points to ponder, tara......thinking thinking....ReplyDelete schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:43 PM If we vote 'no' to the tentative deal we still have options: We'd not have a contract. But we could... a) strike with full picket lines b) partially strike with phase 1 (work-to-rule) in schools c) partially strike with periodic/rotating job action d) continue negotiating e) return to work and re-escalate strike f) some/all of the above ReplyDelete Replies Caroline MackenzieSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:21 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:14 PM a) will expedite matters (I say less that 3 days)Delete Reply danabjornsonSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:05 PM I am thinking that a legislated, crappier contract would only be in effect for 2 years max (before elections...). If we take this offer, then we will be agreeing to this pseudo-E80. Should we win the court case (which we likely will), we will have to settle on the terms of the THIS negotiated contract which doesn't actually restore learning conditions; it simply allows for those conditions to be negotiated. If we say n, then we default to the 2002 contract, which DOES restore the language. A "yes" vote is saying that we are good on "crumbs"; a "no" vote is saying we want an actual meal. That's my understanding, anyway. Please correct me where I am wrong, Tara. :)ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:44 PM And word is IF they legislate, they could opt to legislate back Grade 10-12 only causing the union to have to lay off all teachers and re-hire based on seniority. That will tear the union at the seams pitting teacher against teacher for those positions. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:17 PM There will be a general strike if that were to happen! They better not do this. They will regret it.Delete Reply imaginefunlearningSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:09 PM Some good points on the background of our fight over the past 12 years, which I have been actively engaged in; however we need to recognize the climate we are in. We are not in Sask. people! We have just come through a very long summer!! We need to thank our @bctf bargaining team & recognize the toll this has taken on all of us & our families. I don't have the luxury of more time on the strike line. This may be as good as it gets. Let's read the agreement and consider getting back to work and making some $ again! That's my 2 cents worth, which would come in really handy right now!!!ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:18 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply RobSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:11 PM Go back in work to rule mode. Work this winter to recall every Liberal MLA. ThAt is the only way to apply pressure to these criminals. ReplyDelete Replies Kate RestonSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:03 PM Recall! Not sure who won the battle but the war is still onDelete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:14 AM Well said Kate... I agree 100%Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:20 PM I think say NO and a better deal will be done in less than 3 days. These guys are not criminals, they are lower than that. I bet they get a sick pleasure in hurting the kids and the teachers.Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:31 PM An official recall is in the works: https://www.facebook.com/groups/316129595235450/?fref=ts Please consider joining.Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:26 AM Leah - do you honestly think anyone who voted BC Liberal did so thinking that they would act any differently on the education file?Delete Reply JJSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:16 PM I am glad to see other members who share my views. I am outraged at a 1.2 percent "raise" in salary per year that doesn't even meet inflation of currently 2%. I feel used and abused.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:23 PM Not to mention all of the other pittance! I am actually surprised that Iker asked teachers to vote on this! Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:18 PM Hi Tara Thanks for the summary! Will we be able to vote NO to the deal, but vote YES to returning to work? Will there be three options when we vote Thursday? Why did the BCTF agree to a substandard deal for us? If we vote no to a deal that was recommended to us, the teachers look like the bad guys and public approval will plummet. I am very disappointed and frustratedReplyDelete Replies KataSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:12 AM Public approval will not necessarily plummet. I have seen strikes where the membership has voted against the executive's "best results to date", and ended up with a better offer. This offer is an insult. The $300 million will not bring funding to the national average (I believe). More importantly, the wage offer is half of the average wage increase for public and private workers (StatsCan). Delete Reply MontySeptember 16, 2014 at 10:19 PM Thank you, Tara. My thoughts too, more clearly expressed. As well, Thursday is too soon to vote, too soon to vote, too soon to vote........ReplyDelete Richard ChalkeSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:21 PM Vote no and lose every shred of public support...just sayin!ReplyDelete Replies UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:31 AM I am a member of the public and would support a "no" vote. js!.Delete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:01 AM Richard Chalke, NO you won't! I am a mother with 3 adopted special needs children who need to be in a class that is designed for them and others like them (my kids are academically slightly delayed but their issues are more social and behavioural) where they can receive the education they deserve taught in a way they can comprehend. I will speak now for all the parents I know, and we will support the teacher's if they continue to fight for our children's best interest.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:28 PM It might not be pretty at first, but once we explain things (and I hope the Mandarin-speaking teachers flood the Richmond organization that voiced their concerns), they will back us. The 3 billions that the judge came to is the first I hear about. This should be stated to every newsmedia comment section in the province. Minimize pickets and flood those outlets with commenters, just like the Liberals do. Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:45 PM I am a member of the public and a single Mother of a child in the public school system. You will NOT lose one bit of my support if you vote no. I know that you are sacrificing so that my child can have a better education, and I am most grateful for it. Having said that, I also know that you are exhausted and broke. I have been dreading that you may have to settle for less than what you (we) deserve because the government succeeded in breaking you. I am not in your shoes, so cannot judge. If the vote is a yes, I understand and I am still behind you. Delete Reply Alison RocheSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:25 PM It is a crap deal. It's always a crap deal. Once you raise the stakes to striking, anything else is a cave in. The last time we walked out was the 3 day illegal strike where I threw away 1200$ and got EXACTLY the same contract I had the year before. The BCTF called it a win because they didn't rip up MORE of my contract. Ridiculous. There are a few of us that believe that working to contract, doing 100% of your teaching job and nothing more (like paying for supplies out of your own pocket or EC) is the only way teachers will survive this government. What if they get re-elected again? Then what? Teachers have lost thousands to these clowns to make "statements" about the state of public education in this province. We can't keep sacrificing ourselves and our families. And in the meantime, you talk to parents about why you have to take this crappy road. Because up until this strike they mostly didn't care about the state of education, but god forbid you didn't run a Sports Day. Then suddenly they wanted to know what the hell was going on. Keep the conversation going in schools. Attend your PAC meetings and stop enabling this govt to underfund and overwork the system. And still get paid!ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:20 AM I am very excited at the prospect of returning to my beloved job on Friday. However I will NOT continue to put my personal money into my classroom and I will be seriously reconsidering my involvement in extra curriculars. I think we shoot ourselves in the foot with all the unpaid work we so willingly volunteer to do. Delete Reply FCSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:38 PM I heard a rumour last week from a loose lipped government insider that after the 22nd, depending on the outcome of the negotiations the Liberals were going to announce a 3 step process. I was not clear if this was based on 3 steps to resolve the strike (perhaps the 3rd step is legislation??) or 3 steps to overhaul the education system, either way, they will settle it outright. I wish you all luck and all the information that you need to make a sound decision of what you feel is best.ReplyDelete Replies Lisa BurrowsSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:53 PM I have heard similar rumours. On the 23rd, the gov. was planning on introducing a $6000 per year voucher system for 3 choices: an academic or trades program, or something called EducationCanada. Not clear whether their intention was to privatize the public system, de-certify teachers and hire them back under new wage/benefits. Not clear where these rumours originated from. Maybe fear tactics to get teachers to vote yes. In any event, I plan on voting yes. I signed up to be a teacher, not a martyr. This strike has cost us a lot. We need to regain our livelihood and hopefully continue the conversation about class composition. We have at least awakened many people to the issue, and the court case is still an avenue that could eventually improve teaching and learning conditions.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:33 PM I urge all teachers to fight and say NO to this deal. Retired teacher who had to retire because horrendous work conditions. Make me proud. They will not last long if you say NO! I know this is tough, but there is money and I hear that Van City does offer loan at low to 0 %. Banks do allow you to miss a mortgage payment. Go talki to your banker.Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM Will school districts require teachers to make up missed days, as suggested in the media? Will the school calendar be changing to make up for the missed three weeks and if so will we be made aware of those changes PRIOR to the vote? ReplyDelete KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:41 PM "Wages..... We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut." And that is the cost of going on strike!!! There is nothing that can be done about that. You cannot go on strike and put up the raise you want every week to compensate for your time on strike - it doesn't work that way.ReplyDelete Replies Drew StevensonSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:59 AM I believe the missing "..." Suggests that they meant to refer to the losses against inflation since the last wage step increase. Thus this contract does not allow us to recover the buying power lost to inflation since the last non contract or "0%" year. Add those up and compare against the proposed increase and you see that by the end of the contract, we won't be able to afford the same value of goods (loaves of bread, watts of energy, litres of gas) that we could at the end of the last contracts term. It was not a comment about wages that were lost in the strike. Those are really small potatoes when compared to the grinding power of inflation over years and years. The next contract will use this latest for a bench mark so these losses to inflation will grind at all teachers for as long as they teach. A death of a thousand cuts to our ability to afford basic goods and services. Any raise less than inflation is a cut to the value placed on us and on our ability to pay our bills. Delete Reply Ed SSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:09 PM Having lost $20,000 (including summer school wages) as the single income for a family of five is far too much; I will be voting YES to the deal, unless the independently wealthy teachers out there who wish to continue the strike will pay my bills and mortgage for me.ReplyDelete Replies Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:14 PM I feel ya. Yes for meDelete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:18 AM Ed S. With all due respect (and I mean that), how did you lose $20,000 in the strike? Teachers were out 2 weeks (all out) before they were supposed to be in June, and now 3 weeks for the start of school? It is my understanding that teachers don't get paid through the summer months. Please correct me if I'm wrong, wherever I'm wrong. Shouldn't you have been financially alright for the summer months at least? Also all teachers knew this strike had a possibility of extending into the new school year but no one teacher budgeted for this possibility? I'm truly just trying to get a clear picture of where this all stems. NO disrespect intended.Delete BlairSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:12 AM Kelly, not Ed but if you look at the numbers there was the 10% lockout haircut in May/June plus the loss of most of June and the loss of much of September. In our 1 teacher (1 non) household we calculated a $9 K - $10 K loss so far. If you add summer school earnings you can easily make the loss in the $20 k zone. As for budgeting, we budget for the summer, but did not expect the 10% haircut, nor the loss of June/Sept days which completely messed our budgeting calculations. A very good friend (single teaching mother) was crushed by the loss of the June income and is without a penny today.Delete Mr. SmoothSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:35 PM The only one who didn't get a haircut was Jim Iker... and he needs one more than anyone else. What's with that over-coiffed 70"s mullet Jim? Does wonders for the BCTF brand image!Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:55 PM Jim's hair is not open for discussion in a respectful space like this. As for his salary, he is a teacher who does not get paid when we are on strike.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:04 PM Totally agree!Delete Reply Mr. GSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:24 PM If I thought they could do any better I would agree with voting NO, but you have to be realistic. The BCTF does not use professionals to bargain and always ends up with much less than they promise the membership when asking for a strike vote. While this is not a great deal for teachers, I really think you're fooling yourself if you think it'll get any better.ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:02 AM BCTF needs to be replaced with younger more adept representatives and advocates. Also, we should be hiring professional contract negotiators - you don't go into battle with cut throat corporate types with a wooden knife. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:37 PM This is BAD deal! Say NO to it and show those (expletives) that we will not take it anymore! Come on! Show them that teachers have a spine! They will respect us, oddly!Delete Reply retaSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:51 PM I agree with Richard. Those in the public that are uniformed would be furious, and there are many teachers who just can't afford to use their wages as their voice any longer - too much has already been donated to the government. In my opinion, the deal is pretty lame. I am sitting on the fence.ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:24 AM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:26 AM So true!!! I cannot afford to fight this battle for public education any longer. Why is this my personal and professional obligation??? However I think this deal is weak weak weak. I also think its the best we are going to get. Ideologically I'm on the fence but my wallet will vote YES.Delete Reply SirThinksToo MuchSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:54 PM My wife and I will be voting "Yes" on Thursday for it is the middle path. The easy path would have been for us to go back to school with E-80 & E-81 over our heads. The difficult path would be for us to vote "No" and put our mortgage at risk and having to continue asking retired parents for handouts to feed a family with three kids. The middle path is the wisest choice for us considering the current political climate in which those who do not teach are the quickest to judge it harshly.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:41 PM I understand that this is really tough for you! I almost died teaching a few month ago. I had to quit. Please consider holding on and say no. Remember the short loss in salary will be offset in the LONG-RUn by better salary increase. This is a joke! They will be laughing at you even more if we accept this. This is a very bad deal! However, I do respect your position!Delete Reply DaleSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:16 AM Why would classroom conditions be better on October 9th after being legislated back? We have been outplayed because of our stubborn refusal to outdated, tired old tactics. It is because of these actions that have led us to this terrible deal. Time to reset, regroup and stock up for the long haul. Can't do it if half the members commit hara kiri on themselves. We are a union of professionals not a cult. ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:49 AM Could not agree more.Delete schreck!September 17, 2014 at 9:44 AM Could you please advise which tactics you believe could have been used to secure a superior deal?Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:47 AM Full disclosure: I'm a BC Liberal supporter. The only people who would benefit from a NO vote are the BC Liberals. Teachers would be bargaining with no leverage whatsoever and would be viewed by a large segment of the population as unreasonable. The BC Liberals then get portray themselves as the only party capable of dealing with the BCTF. schreck! says that the BCTF has the government on the ropes, but he couldn't be farther from the truth. The government wants people to view the BCTF as their primary opponent. Disputes like this just shore up the BC Liberal base and protect its right flank. Any half-baked recall campaign will only reinforce that. It's true teachers aren't going to recoup the lost wages from the strike. I would suggest to you that that means this job action was probably not in teachers' interests, especially without any sort of appreciable strike fund. This is the best deal teachers were ever going to get with this government and people should have been able to recognize that in June. If you want my advice (which you probably don't), it would be to spend the next 5 years building up a strike fund, electing better leaders, and hiring a professional negotiating team. Don't bring a knife to a gunfight and expect things to go well. Focus on getting the best deal you can from whoever the government is rather than trying to change the government, the HST, Kinder Morgan or a thousand different issues that distract from education and erode the union's finances further. You'd be doing yourself a favour, and probably doing the NDP a favour at the same time. Also, if schreck! is David Schreck, you can thank his opposition to STV for the last two BC Liberal majorities. I know I do.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:11 PM One step would be to stop making political contributions to the NDP. This only contributes to the childish animosity and lack of trust that has constantly characterized negotiations. How else can the Socreds/Liberals view teachers except as enemies when they so publicly support their opponents. This stupid confrontational immature approach has to STOP!!!!! Education should not be a political fight when it is so obviously a valuable benefit to our society. It was an NDP government that legislated teachers back to work in 1993. Stop making education a political fight.Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:10 PM I don't think they have to go that far. CUPE and the Nurses still contribute to the NDP yet they don't have the same acrimonious relationship. CUPE and the Nurses just make their members their priority, and broader advocacy second.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:55 PM Ryan (possibly a Liberal paid commenter), with all due respect, I disagree with you. The cumulative increase in lieu of this will be better. Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can. I say to Iker, ask for 6% over 3 years because these people love to play the 15% over 15 year game to make it so big on the surface. Some people think that this is 15% every year. Believe me! I have seen it in comment sections. Others believe that the 15% is too high not understanding that they must divide things over the duration of the contract. It is time that we play it smarter. It is time to put the foot down and ask for money given to us by other unions, if it is needed. Banks can accept one late mortgage payment. It would be suicidal for them to not help. Imagine the possible damage if that ever leaks out. They could lose a lot in teacher money. I for one would pull my money out of a bank in support! Teachers are going to show this government that we have a spine! Enough is enough! Aren't you tired of being treated like kids? (Retired teacher who almost died in a car accident because of work conditions that were horrendous. I had to quit.)Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 AM Not paid by the BC Liberals. I pay them actually... :/ I imagine astroturfers of any affiliation wouldn't disclose their bias. "Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can." How did that work in May 2013? If the teachers reject a contract that their own union endorsed, it will make teachers seem unreasonable. Whether that perception is true or fair is irrelevant. It's what will happen, and teachers will be weaker as a result. Take my advice. Build up a strike fund and focus on the internal governance of the BCTF for the next 6 years. You'll be better off for it. Or not. I don't mind you or others making it easier for the party I support to get elected. I'd just rather not see kids and teachers hurt in the process.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:37 AM Ah! The "don't-hurt-kids" card, hey, when you have underfunded education for 12 years! WOW! That takes the cake! Are your trolling? Oh! You are serious? :) Would you be surprised if I don't follow your advice, considering your lack of logic? Would you be surprised if others don't follow your advice? It is ttue that bullies like you and your ilks love to show who is the boss, who is the teacher now! I suspect that is at the root of the problem! No one wants to fail in school! No one wants to get the strap! Sad that today's teachers don't like it too! But, who cares, we are ... teachers! We deserve it! BAH! BAH! BAH!Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:22 PM That's fine. I look forward to another 16 years of BC Liberal government.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:41 PM 16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate! Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan! Sociopaths do that!Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 9:35 AM "16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate!" 16 years of our opponents still don't understand why they lost. Like I said, that's fine with me. If I said the Liberals would be in power for at least another 13 years back in 2004 you probably would have laughed too. Heck, if I told you on May 13 last year that the BC Liberals would be reelected on May 14 you'd probably have laughed too. And you were wrong. Why is that? Answer that question if you want the NDP to win the next election. Without a correct answer to it, the NDP's cause is hopeless. "Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan!" You feel they are flawed, and that's fine. I don't go around calling people who disagree with me sociopaths, nor do I accuse them of being paid shills. But I also don't feel much need to address your ad hominems. There are logical arguments to support your position, but argumentum ad hominem is not one of them. It's a textbook logical fallacy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 1:15 PM Ah! Now I get it! It is all ego-based! You think because you voted the winning party that you are a winner and we are losers! You think because you predicted that the Liberals would win, you are winner. That does not make YOU a winner or the Liberals! It is called DEMOGRAPHICS, you expletives. The baby boomers are getting old and because they have more assets and won't make a whole lot more for too long, they need to vote a govn't who is going to do just that! It is not rocket science! WOW! You think you are so superior when your party stole an election with 47% of the popular vote. That's not a majority and your party should not have been elected. BTW, did you delete from your ethical memory the words Ethnic voting scandal? The field is slanted and you know it. However, you are so willing to minimize, forget the scams and bad fairplay tactics like a sociopath is allowed to minimize or ignore his or victims emotions that you don't see that you are the loser, we are the victim of your constant bullying. 1% wage increases after years of 0% increases and you can justify that when Yahoo reports that the average Canadian can hope to get 2.5% this and next year: https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html You Liberals behave like fascists, but we can't call you that because that's not allowed! Well! Guess what? It is and you are. Live with it! You keep on dreaming you are a genius! :) I am retired, getting soon a nice pension, and laughing at you from a beach somewhere! AHAHA! Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 2:14 PM What's with the name calling Peter? For someone claiming to be retired you really don't show the wisdom of age. For someone who talks about logic, you use logical fallacies like ad hominems a lot too. It's a fair point that the BC Liberals didn't get a majority of the vote (and I'm a very big supporter of electoral reform). The BC Liberals + Conservatives did though, and I don't think it's realistic to expect the BC Conservatives to have been more generous had they been part of government. Last time I checked I just voted. I didn't "victimize" anyone. Perhaps your rage is misplaced. If you think the election was "stolen" I'm afraid I have to question your grasp on reality though. "Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?" I'm glad you'll have a pleasant retirement Peter. I have no ill will towards you. I'm not sure why you think I do. I'm not saying people were *right* to vote BC Liberal. That's a matter of opinion. All I'm saying is people *did* vote BC Liberal. More voted BC Liberal than BC NDP for the last 5 elections in a row actually. You need to understand why that happened in order to change it for the next election. Clearly you're not interested in that though. Which is fair enough. Just remember next time you're upset about something the BC Liberals do that your lack of interest is part of why the BC Liberals get elected at all.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 3:23 PM I love your culture --or the lack of thereof! Guess what, stop thinking averybody is white and must follow your little rules. Namecalling? Sociopath? Whaaaat? And, what if you are? Still can't call you that? :) You fascist right-wingers are big on censorship! I just don't like you giving us lessons on how to get the NDP in. As stated, people are voting right of the NDP because it is a matter of demographics and a little ethnic vote buying on the side. The rest is mumbo jombo. Yes, of course, they will have to go on strike in the future and yes they will have to build a strike fund. The Liberals stole that from the BCTF too! And, you wonder why I don't have any respect for them? Yes, electoral reform is needed! We agree!Delete Reply JJ GeorgeSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:46 AM As a parent, I support the teachers and respect whether they choose to vote yes or no. However I noticed a discrepancy here from other information I've read regarding prep time for elementary teachers. Here it states minimal improvement to prep time - only 10 minutes per week being added. Elsewhere I read that it is 100 minutes per week for prep, increasing by an additional 10 minutes in the final year. That is a significant difference, and worth noting. Or have I completely misunderstood?ReplyDelete Replies Anne-MarieSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:59 AM Elementary teachers currently have 90 minutes of preparation time per week so an increase to 100 minutes per week is only gaining 10 minutes. In other provinces and some private schools they have as much as 45 minutes of prep time per day.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:56 PM Thank you for inquiring!Delete DW ZSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:57 PM You're right JJ George. There is a significant difference around the province regarding preparation times. In my district elementary teachers currently get 100 minutes of prep time. This new proposal is useless to me. I'll have to wait 6 years to gain an extra 10 minutes. Delete Reply UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:11 AM Almost nobody gets cost of living adjustments. Also inflation is NOT 2%. Do some research and look at the CPI for BC over the last 24 months. The average over the last 2 years is 0.7%, not 2%. The CPI changes every month so you cant just look at the highest month and declare that THE inflation rate. Check out the 12 month averages document for the actual numbers. http://www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/StatisticsBySubject/Economy/ConsumerPriceIndex.aspx All that being said I support the teachers. if you think this is a bad deal as a parent my dream would be for the teachers to vote no but continue bargaining because I do think the kids need to be in school and I do fear that the teachers will lose all support if the strike continues. All I ask as a parent is that you do your own research and try not to be swayed by all the opinions. ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:01 AM Inflation for August was 2.1% (http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/economy/cpi-report-expected-to-reveal-rise-in-canadas-core-inflation-rate/article20593943/). The CPI is a year-over-year calculation.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:43 AM Inflation should be looked at as a yearly average, not an individual month.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:34 PM The lawyers do not believe we have compromised our court deal. Our leadership would not have sold us out. We dodged a bullet. The Premier had something loaded even if we are not sure what it was. The idea that we could simply return to work is not guaranteed. I think a no vote could easily lead to the Liberals locking us out again because the Premier wants to crush us and she will use any excuse. She did not want to take the advice of her people and do this deal. I am certain a plan for drastic action (where we have to take the concessions they had planned) or worse - was in place. We can't guarantee the press will do any better job explaining the complexities should we say no. They rarely sided with us in markets outside of Vancouver where people are more political and they often misled or allowed others to mislead. They are not helping and would sensationalize. This would see dissolution of support very quickly - especially if we asked for wages. (Though admittedly it angers me that we can't ask for wages without being accused of being greedy when that is what most bargaining units do). But we have argued this is about kids and while this is not ideal - it is better to have teachers than not. The deal does suck in that it does not bring us to par - but this fight needs to be won with a strategy that is political and capacity will do that in another round. We have some support - but it is limited to the choir. We need to have the pews too. We need to build that capacity while working and continue to find allies because the fight is bigger than most people want to consider. This is about ideology and about privatization. Education always was political but never more so than now and we have to fight this party or the conservatives who would do the same or worse. No teacher who is responsible can ignore the politics any longer. That is simply the truth. If you work in the system you better get informed and you better be prepared to fight until retirement for the system. That said, I want to ask the same question others are asking: Why is this the job of 42,000 teachers and not the job of all citizens who want equality to fight for this right? It is time (while the conversation is still on-going and up to and including election night) for us to guide the public where we can but mainly play our part by not propping the system up. Make poverty known. Make noise about shortfalls, ask questions (in the media or in board offices ) about who is going to fix it instead of paying ourselves, volunteer some but wait for the pubic to step up so they see what schools lack. I hate the deal too. But I trust Vince Ready and Iker and I don't think we could have done better right now. I think we dodged a bullet because I have read everything this government has put out and followed the trail. They plan to privatize and they are just looking for the route. Voting YES for now does not mean we are giving up. It does not mean a win in the way we wanted but we have won a battle that will lead to us winning the war. If we don't rest up and stock up we might not get there.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:57 PM Well, if it is bigger than just this battle, then we will need ALL the unions to strike if they do indeed use drastic (draconian) measures. I say it is time for ALL of the unions to call a general strike. I guarantee that they will not like that one bit. What will they do then? Call the army? :) People in Europe, at the end of the 19th century stood up in mines. General strikes do occur in Europe and have. If you think you had it tough, think of them who stood tall for US in tougher times and conditions. Make sacrifices. Sell furniture. Tutor on the side. Ask for the BCTF money. Ask your banker to help. As friends and relatives. If we say NO, it won't last long. If they legislate us back, let's call a general province-wide strike of all unions. Delete Reply Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:47 AM Between CC's smug smile as she celebrates slaughtered teachers and Jim Iker's goofy grin - seemingly unaware that he has been a willing puppet, I am thoroughly disgusted. Over the next 5 years, teachers will be in an increasingly bad situation financially, classrooms will continue to be too large and complex with increasing medical, social and environmental issues impacting academic delivery. It could not be less obvious that things will continue to worsen. The Liberals have ensured that BC is rapidly becoming the Canadian Monaco for rich off shore interests and wealthy corporations. Soon the underpaid "workers" will have to be bussed in daily to Vancouver - Asian style. The only recourse is to move to just about any other province and bring in up to $100,000 more over the six years with much less cost of living. So we are bailing, encouraged by friends who have gotten positions in Manitoba and Alberta. My colleagues and I discovered through contacting several school boards across Canada that specialist (special needs and behavioural) and secondary science teachers are in particular demand. I want to work in a professional, respectful environment where the needs of all children are considered a priority and where I feel inspired to do my best. However, I want my vote to reflect the wishes of teachers who will be here over the next 6 (5) years, so very much appreciate your blog and opportunity to read the comments.ReplyDelete Bert SlaterSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:11 AM To vote YES will throw away 12 years of effort, and 2 victories in BC Supreme Court. To vote YES will be to snatch defeat from the jaws of victory. If you vote YES what bargaining power do you think you will have - the government will do nothing, and then what do you think you will do - take job action? PLEASE VOTE NO.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:59 PM Time to show you have a spine!Delete Reply RodSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:06 AM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Cool HandSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 AM Wouldn't a 'No' vote be a vote of no confidence in the BCTF itself?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:02 AM Not at all. It is just a message to the leadership we need to do better. The strength of the union is the members, and we support the leadership by giving them direction through democratic means.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:40 PM I disagree. How else can a recommendation by the EC to vote yes be interpreted? Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:00 PM I am sure people will interpret this both ways, but it is a vote. If it is supposed to be a "Yes", because it might be interpreted one way, then why bother having a vote?Delete Kate TSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:07 AM Yes , it would be. I don't think we could come out much better than this with this government. How will a No obtain that? Christy will be happy, she can declare the BCTF gone and roll out her plan to privatize. Delete Reply David DeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:06 AM A no vote would be a rejection of a the court victories defied by the government and an inadequate deal containing some vague promises that won't meet the needs of teachers or students on class size and other important issues.In Ontario elementary teachers get 200 minutes of prep time per 5 day cycle. I know there is financial hardship, but the union has received close to $2 million in donations from other unions; is there no way of accessing hardship funds? At minimum, vote no and return to work on work to rule with various strike options.ReplyDelete Erica JonesSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:25 AM This article actually makes me so mad. It is NOT better for the kids that they have missed almost all of june and all of september. This is what you signed up for in BC as a teacher. Get on board or GET OUT.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:20 PM Is this really what teachers signed up for? At my high school, each class has about 30 kids, with an average of 17 kids per classroom with an identified learning disability. Our district says that there should be no more than 4 kids per classroom.. How do you expect non-specialist teachers to help each student when over half of them require more resources because of a learning disability? Furthermore, are you generalizing the "better-ness" to all the kids in BC? Because I don't think that it would be better if kids went back considering the learning environment isn't up to par. There are barely any Education Assistants, and support teachers for the multitude of children who need them. While I recognize and appreciate your enthusiasm for education, please realize that the public school system isn't a daycare. Also, please think about your words and the learning environment prior to speaking out. By the way, we're not an autocracy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:08 PM I can understand your frustration! Understand mine! I almost died at 7:30 pm one night returning from teaching a FI split class with several students who did not get enough support or no support at all. The principal expressed to me that he expected me to teach 2 different social studies programs and 2 different science programs. ANYONE I talked to knows that this is impossible to do, especially in French Immersion when kids get no support at home and books are often too hard for students to read. I had to quit my job. I did it for me and did it for the kids. I was like a surgeon who is asked to operate on 5 patients with an old scalpel with 2 inexperienced nurses. Predictably, 4 patients would die and I would be reprimanded! Teachers are put in terrible conditions and kids too. I hope you have the openmind to consider the reality of this honest personal anecdote. I also wish you to understand that this is likely not an isolated incident. What will it take? A kid to commit suicide because he or she is not getitng enough support?Delete Reply hilarySeptember 17, 2014 at 10:29 AM It is incorrect to equate lost funding with what the teachers would have received in grievances. The two are not equivalent. The starting position of the BCTF was $225M, so they never expected $3B to resolve grievances. I'm also interested to know where you get your figures on overcrowded classrooms. A recent Globe and Mail article says that classrooms are, on average, smaller than the caps set in 2002.ReplyDelete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:36 AM The signing bonus should be roughly $2500 each: 105 million divided by 41 thousand.ReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:53 AM It is not that simple. The $105 million is to be allocated by the union. The term "signing bonus" has been crossed off on the signed document. Some of that money may be used to pay union debts. Don't know this but clarification would be useful.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:16 PM Just quoting from the CBC news website, "And finally there are details of $105-million fund to settle grievances stemming from the ongoing court case. The BCTF says that money will be given out as a signing bonus, with specific amount yet to be determined."Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:34 AM I think it would be smart to put at least part of it into your strike fund.Delete Reply WheelsSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:55 AM If the money is used as a signing bonus, it should be based on FTEReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:12 PM Yes I am sure it will be based on FTE. The question is how much of the $105 Million is actually distributed. This is up to the union, and I am told that it is yet to be decided.Delete GuruSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:44 PM And don't forget all the retired teachers who are entitled to a share of it.Delete Reply Geoff OrmeSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:18 PM In another discussion of this someone suggested that under BC Labour Law a no vote means rejection of the proposed deal, and that means the strike continues until either: - the union in question elects to stand down - another tentative deal is presented or - the government imposes a legislated contract. I think the last of these is the most likely, and I believe the legislated contract would be draconian and brutal. What do you think, Tara? Also, I would appreciate your thoughts on Sandy Garossino's comments at https://storify.com/Garossino/should-teachers-accept-the-contractReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:14 PM If this is so, in a few month (likely a couple of years), teachers will win so much more with a Supreme Court judgment! It is possible that the Liberals know that the higher courts are stacked by Liberal judges (that is what happen when judges are chosen, not elected). In any case, a negative settlement (or not a great judgment) will galvinize the public to reform the way the Supreme court judges are being chosen. I doubt that any govn't will want that to happen. A legislated contract will make the LIbs look like sociopaths and dictators.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:47 PM Peter I think you are expecting far too much from the public, many of whom are only paying attention to this matter due to kids being home from school. The public are not remotely this savvy on the political process.Delete Reply IslanderSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:09 PM I am a continuing education teacher. We have it even worse and we are not listened to enough about our poor conditions. Those include no prep time (and we do have to mark and do report cards many times a year sometimes and commonly for 30 students in a class), travelling to different schools with no compensation, and having next to no breaks in between 3 hour classes. I worked for two years with no lunch break and taught 6 hours straight (just 15 min. breaks) to be told, "don't complain since there are others who will do it". We then got 15 min. breaks in between classes. Most of our students are wealthy immigrants, many who try to stay in classes as long as possible since the classes are free. After spending a year in Germany, I realize how better organized it is where the immigrants pay to learn the language on a sliding scale, and have to pay for a student book as well for each class. We do not even have text books, but photocopy so much at tax payers' expense. This is not right. I then teach summer school since we were not on a 12 month continual salary and most of those students are also immigrants (at least 75%). This is also free and it is becoming so common and the new immigrants know this is free babysitting and tutoring. I think one main problem is that we have so many new immigrants in our classes who need ESL like this article states about our inclusion style of education nowadays: http://www.vancouversun.com/life/Shelley+Fralic+trouble+with+schools/10203596/story.html I am honored to be teaching and like my job, but it does get exhausting especially since I need two or three jobs to pay the mortgage that I now no longer have.. back to renting since it all I can afford in this city that has become so expensive. And many don't realize that it is very very difficult to get to full time work as a teacher here. There was a formula that made it take about 10 years to get to f/t (now finally changed). I have been without pay for 3 months, and now had to finally rent a place in anticipation of returning to work, so I have to vote "yes", but please keep the comments coming for what alternatives we have. Maybe we have to just educate the public in a better way than picketing; maybe get out and walk around malls and talk to people and hand out pamphlets on how this liberal government is hurting this. Most Asians (probably just the new who are from such a different system) are already against the teachers since they do not seem to understand what is going on. http://www.vancouversun.com/Business/asia-pacific/Chuck+Chiang+Many+Asian+families+place+blame/10202757/story.htmlReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:17 PM First of all, myn thoughts are with you! I think your ideas about using different strategies is smart. Picketing is not a very good strategy to let people know about things. I think using the membership to flood media comment sections would be more effective. Going to talk to the public might be a good idea along with this, I think. Phone the BCTF and ask for support.Delete Reply Marsha HolleySeptember 17, 2014 at 1:36 PM A teachers wife Vote no you have come to far to back down. It is a -----Y DEAL. ReplyDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:45 PM Ask yourself WHY teachers cannot get 1/2 of the average increase in salary of the private sector? (The Libs will tell you because there are sooooooo many teachers, but I also hear that there are provinces where there is a need for teachers!) TORONTO - A new study says that Canadians, on average, can expect about the same size salary increase next year as in 2014. Human resources consultants Pal Benefits says a survey of 401 organizations, mainly in Ontario, Alberta and British Columbia, projected salary increase for 2015 at an average of 2.79 per cent. That was almost unchanged from the 2.74 per cent average increase projected in last year's survey. Meanwhile, in addition to the average salary increase remaining relatively steady year over year, the survey found that the percentage of employers who plan to freeze salaries appears to have stabilized at eight per cent —in the same percentages as was projected in 2014. Breaking down the numbers further, the survey found the average salary increase anticipated in the engineering, financial services and high technology sectors was three per cent. That compared with an average of 2.5 per cent on the low end for organizations in durable manufacturing. https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.htmlReplyDelete "Mama Rose"September 17, 2014 at 9:12 PM I used to agree with you, Tara, and appreciate you bringing these items to your blog to get us all thinking. But after a very long night and day of research and discussion, I realize I will be voting yes tomorrow. Here is why: I don't care about salary or benefit increases. That is not why I went on strike. I don't care if this tentative deal is not good for teachers. That's not why I went on strike either. For me, the single most important issue is class size and composition. I want to work in a classroom where I have enough time and resources available to me to adequately help all the students I teach. And while it is true that this tentative deal will not change anything in the classrooms right now (or at least most of our classrooms), I realized that we couldn't actually make changes in that area because the issues of cs and c is before the courts. When I made that connection and realized that this round of bargaining was really about a "good enough" agreement regarding wages, then the deal seems, well... good enough. BUT, the best part, is the language the BCTF legal team made around the furture court decision (the re-opener). They have it in writing that if we win the court case (which is likely) and when we have to start bargaining class size and comp again (that is exactly what Justice Susan Griffin said we would have to do) we will be STARTING from the 2002 levels. To make this simple to understand, I explained it to my friends using a number line. With this new language, the BCTF starts the next round of bargaining at say a 50. The government will want us to go to 10 or 15, and we'll compromise and end up maybe 25. But WITHOUT that language, we would have started bargaining at a 10 and only gone down from there. So I do believe it is the best deal possible, it still factors in the biggest issue (from my perspective), we do not lose the important gains of the past, and most importantly, everyone gets to go back to school.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 PM Mam Rose, I appreciate your point of view and your courage. However, let me point out to you and the readers that a decision at the BC supreme court might not turn out the way teachers anticipate. We all know that judges are appointed and who does the appointing? "All justices of the BCSC (including the position of Chief Justice and Associate Chief Justice) are appointed by the federal cabinet, on recommendation of the Minister of Justice. Masters are appointed by the provincial cabinet, on recommendation of the Attorney General in consultation with the Chief Justice." (Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Supreme_Court_of_British_Columbia) Now, I would like to think that all of those people are objective, but they are appointed and we know that there are political appointments. They have a lot of discretion over the laws and judgments. I am willing to bet that the BC Liberals do know this and are betitng the farm (or do they know something we don't know) that the Supreme Courts are stacked against teachers? So, I am not sure if we can count on a WIN if we proceed with the court ruling. I think we would be better to negotiate and negotiate a better deal.Delete Reply retaSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:57 AM Yes...no...yes...no...The last two days have been this. I’ve read so many articles and comments over the past few months and, I can say, I have learned a lot. I know this is not a great deal for teachers right now. I will be voting yes. This is why… 1. The children. Without going into the multiple issues (e.g., grad, post secondary, trades, sports, global education/trips, planned activities, those with varying degrees of special needs, those that need a soft place to land, etc., etc.) the children need to get on with their education. 2. The parents. For many parents, this strike is a financial burden. We do not like to be called baby sitters, but for many living below the poverty line, school is a financial relief. Winter is coming; gas bills will be expensive. 3. Poverty. Remember, BC has the highest child poverty rate in Canada. Schools feed and clothe numerous children. 4. The other systems educators work collaboratively with. MFCD, CYMH, foster parents, group homes, and the multitude of non-profit agencies that support vulnerable children and families are bursting at the seams. We are a part of that team. 5. CUPE. While some have been paid during this strike, that money is coming from districts. It was not provided by the government. And, CUPE is a partner in education - from the bus drivers to the tech dept to custodians to secretaries to EAs and so on. 6. Small Businesses. In our little towns, the school district is the number one employer. There is a direct cause-effect relationship between loss of wage and loss of business. 7. Money. The amount of money that is needed to reverse the erosion of the public education system over numerous years cannot be recouped in one sitting. This agreement is a start. It’s not much but the stage has been set. 8. THE COURT CASE. That is why we were on strike. All the other stuff could have been resolved months ago, but our government was working hard to make the court case go away. Well, it still exists. I consider that the victory. We live to fight another day (as rhetorical as that sounds) AND I hope people actually read the ruling and think critically about how a loss could impact the future of the Charter of Rights, and the power of government to contravene those rights. I am guessing we will vote to ratify as so many fear “what’s next?” from this government. It’s nasty business, and I think legislation would be next. VALUING PUBLIC EDUCATION needs to come from a STRONG, CONSISTENT public voice. If we do ratify the agreement, and those in the profession and public think we've given up, we have not. We’ve been fighting for years. We just haven’t been heard… until now. ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:21 AM I understand your point of view, but sometimes you have to fight to get what you want. This is a VERY bad deal, considering: Other people get on average 2.5% salary increases last year and this year and the next and the rest of us get 1% and must feel happy if we do.? (https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html) THIS DEAL is a horrendously BAD deal for kids/parents as well, of course. We are going to continue to be humiliated and be the laughing stock of many people of this province. After a decade of paycuts, WOW, this is what they are willing to offer! WOW! WOW! WOW!Delete Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:30 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Reply Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:37 PM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:08 PM Let's cross our fingers! I think we need a general strike by all unions if CC legislates teachers back. It is time to put the foot down and tell her and the Liberals that, as in the movie Network,"I am mad as hell and I won't take it anymore!"Delete Reply Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 8:26 PM Needs help on some stats for an online debate Looking for the last 10 or 15 years of contractual salary increases in %. So, 1% for 2001, 0% for 2002,...ReplyDelete Children FirstSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:00 PM Well it's all done now. Really hope the teacher's can find another angle to deal with class size and composition as well as student funding. The government will make sure the coming court case never swings your way no matter what. 2nd most expensive place to live in the the world!!! Wonder why and where the money goes??? ReplyDelete AnonSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 PM I'm an outsider, but have followed closely this whole fiasco and this is a RAW deal. Your union hung you out to dry on this one - taking a really bad deal (clearly no one from the BCTF had rudimentary math skills in their toolbox) and then publicly encouraging to the media that teachers accept the deal....what choice did you have - a no vote would have outraged the public. I could go on and on, but the bottom line, in my opinion, is that your union better get some stronger leaders who are PR and technology savvy. Out with Iker and the rest of those who bargained on your behalf - they just got ......well , we know that happened. Whew, can't even believe how screwed you got, absolutely amazing - nothing meaningful gained in the big picture and only very minor gains for a small group of people, bigger losses for the majority.. Wow - I better stop now. Best of luck. Thanks for all you do for our children. ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ▼  September (9) Reflections on the BC Teacher Strike BC Teacher strike - Lessons learned Response to Sandy Garossino Will the Education Fund improve classroom conditio... Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Class composition: a human rights perspective Class size and composition - a short visual histor... Guest post - I WILL HOLD THE LINE Teachers - let your leadership know it is time to ... ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11178&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2002 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 14, Number 4, Jan./Feb. 2002 An open letter to Christy Clark, minister of education Dear Minister, As you pass the halfway point of your first year as minister of education, the learning curve steepens as the B.C. Liberals’ "new era" in education clashes with the reality of our public schools. Your fresh start in 2001, replete with frequent announcements of dramatic changes while garnering inordinate media attention, seems to have received little scrutiny. As an observer of the educational scene over the past three decades, I would like to offer some comments and advice. I commend your rejection of the Fraser Institute’s flawed system of ranking secondary schools and its foray into similar rankings for elementary schools. I commend your examination of the goals of the Grade 12 Dogwood Certificate in light of our changing economy. Unfortunately, my commendations end there, and my concerns grow as the "new era" stumbles into uncharted territory. Essential Services Act A vague piece of legislation passed in mid-summer of 2001. Your government barely gave wings to that legislation, unprecedented in the rest of Canada, when Premier Campbell, in early November, threatened to recall the legislature and impose a settlement. Wiser heads in government should have informed you and the minister of labour, (who was unable to discuss the projected effects of his own bill) that with the passing of that legislation, you guaranteed turmoil in schools for at least a year. Paul Willcock, in his insightful analysis in the Vancouver Sun, characterized the bill as "another mistake" by your government. Anti-teacher bias Most teachers have correctly interpreted your essential services legislation as an ideological cudgel with which to beat them into submission. Your government may have gained some initial support for the bill, but believe me, with the confrontational path you have chosen, you risk poisoning relationships with teachers as long as you are in office. If you doubt this assertion, consider the insulting impact of Finance Minister Gary Collins’s dismissal of teachers’ contractual demand as "insane" or the fatuous distinction you made between school as "an adult workplace" versus that of "a child-centred learning" location. Implicit in your remarks is the belief that teachers in their negotiations are strictly out for themselves. Get real. The history of genuine education reform in this province over the past three decades is tied to hard-fought contractual gains by teachers. Of course it is too much to expect school boards and the ministry to acknowledge that fact. Three-year freeze on school board budgets Your government’s three-year freeze is now widely regarded as an about-face from your party’s electoral platform. As Gordon Comeau, BCSTA president, pointed out, this means cuts in real terms as education costs continue to rise. It doesn’t take a rocket scientist to know that a steady budget with higher fixed costs means only one thing: fewer services. (Already 20 school construction/upgrading projects have been postponed or cancelled.) Coming on the heels of a decade of caps and cuts by the NDP, the freeze will have our public schools on the ropes by 2005. School choice Your dual mantra of flexibility and accountability must be examined. Few would argue against providing wider choices in public schools but with the steady drumbeat, and some would say simplistic approach, on this issue since assuming office, you have generated totally unrealistic parental expectations. You have also placed school boards in an invidious position inasmuch as you expect these changes are to be implemented within the context of a three-year budget freeze. Flexibility without funding is fiction. Do you seriously think cash-strapped school boards will be able to expand choices under those circumstances? School board accountability contracts A Liberal boondoggle if ever there was one. Asking school boards in the name of "accountability" to give back to your ministry the same information you already have (i.e., Foundation Skills Assessment results for Grades 4, 7, and 10, and Grade 12 provincial exam results) marks this as a make-work project for superintendents of schools. On top of that, in the draft document sent to school boards, you even offer to provide boards with information they don’t have (i.e., percent of Grade 12 students making transition to work) so they can send the same information back to you! You also ask about the level of parent and student satisfaction, noting that school board surveys may be required to determine this. Conspicuously absent is the question about employee, particularly teacher, satisfaction. I wonder why. As you are aware, currently every school in B.C. participates in a six-year formal, mandatory, accreditation cycle—coupled with an annual, follow-up, school-improvement plan submitted to boards and the ministry. To underline the extent of the massive duplication and overlap in your new so-called "accountability contracts," let me point out that 90% of the information requested is readily available in Victoria through the ministry’s own regulatory requirements and formal accreditation programs. (Oh, the irony! Your government has appointed a special deregulation minister to eliminate red tape by one-third over a three-year period. Of course, with the information already available to you, the information could easily be collated within the ministry using a custom-made data-management plan. But if that happened, then you could hardly claim publicly that you are holding school boards to account, could you? Unaddressed issues Apart from the surface compliance you may achieve on issues such as flexibility, choice, and accountability, there are many serious and substantive issues to be addressed by you that directly affect the quality of instructional programs in our schools: The sharp decline in professional-development programs (the heart of any school-improvement plan) in many school districts. The ongoing shortage of basic textbooks, supplies, and materials. The systematic erosion of mainstreaming students with special needs through lack of in-class identification and support. The increased dependence of schools on fundraising by parents (one estimate places that at close to $40 million per year) and teachers’ out-of-pocket expenses (estimated at $45 million per year). The effect of the provincially imposed ESL cap on thousands of ESL secondary school students. The threat posed by the shredding (through 30% to 50% cuts) of the "social-equity envelope" under the jurisdiction of the troubled Ministry of Children and Family Development. That could devastate 100 community schools and 300 food programs across B.C. Minister Clark, genuine school improvement and education reform are achieved through respect, co-operation, and negotiation, not through coercion, insults, and political grandstanding. Heed the advice of Elizabeth Witmer (currently a leading candidate for the office of Premier of Ontario) to her colleagues when she cautions after six years of Harris "reforms" that "a new school (read a "new era") with dissatisfied teachers will never allow us to achieve excellence in education." If you continue on your current confrontational course, the Liberal "new era reform" slogan will unquestionably be recognized as an oxymoron in the history of education in B.C. Yours sincerely, Noel Herron Retired Vancouver teacher and administrator)
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(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/hashtag/crazy?src=hash,Tweets about #crazy hashtag on Twitter টুইটার অনুসন্ধান অনুসন্ধান টুইটার খুঁজুন সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ ভাষা : বাংলা. हिन्दी Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন টুইটার-এ নতুন ? আজই যোগদান করুন » সাইন ইন করুন ফোন, ইমেল বা ব্যবহারকারীর নাম পাসওয়ার্ড সাইন ইন আমাকে মনে রাখুন পাসওয়ার্ড ভুলে গেছেন? ইতিমধ্যে আপনি কি টেক্সট বার্তার মাধ্যমে টুইটার ব্যবহার করছেন? #crazy -এ তাত্ক্ষণিক আপডেট পান সবকিছু মানুষজন ছবিসমূহ ভিডিওগুলি খবর সময়রেখা সমূহ উন্নত অনুসন্ধান সর্বত্র আপনার কাছাকাছি কাকে অনুসরণ করবেন · রিফ্রেশ · সবকটি দেখুন জনপ্রিয অ্যাকাউন্টগুলি · বন্ধুদের অনুসন্ধান করুন · পরিবর্তন © 2014 টুইটার সম্বন্ধে সহায়তা শর্তাবলী গোপনতা কুকিগুলো বিজ্ঞপ্তি তথ্য ব্র্যান্ড ব্লগ স্ট্যাটাস অ্যাপস চাকরিসমূহ বিজ্ঞাপন ব্যবসা সমূহ মিডিয়া ডেভেলপারগণ ডিরেক্টরি বন্ধ প্রবণতা ট্রেন্ডস আপনার জন্য উপযোগী। ট্রেন্ডের মাধ্যমে আপনি সহজেই আপনার আগ্রহের খবরাখবর পেতে পারছেন। আপনি কোথায় থাকেন এবং কাদের অনুসরণ করেন তার উপরে ভিত্তি করে ট্রেন্ড উপস্থাপিত করা হয়। পরিবর্তন উপযোগী করা ট্রেন্ডস রাখুন বিশ্বব্যাপী প্রবণতা পান সম্পন্ন অনুসন্ধান বিকল্প এই অনুসন্ধান স্থাপিত করুন #crazy এর জন্য ফলাফল শীর্ষ / সব K.G ‏ @KgLikeNoOther ২১ সেকেন্ড Sometimes it takes one or a few ppl to know what you have... #Crazy সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট ছবিসমূহ · সবকটি দেখুন Zack Penick ‏ @Penick_10 ৩ মিনিট Never thought in a million years @jamesbriceland would be right about everything that's happened thus far #Crazy সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Odie ‏ @odieseyes ৩ মিনিট What a day so far! #monday you bring out the #crazy! I'm just gonna chillax here with my brand new… http://instagram.com/p/t08w1Nksaf/  সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Dawn ‏ @inanitysgirl ৩৪ মিনিট @ThatProtein made this fabulous walnut loaf with my pumpkin seed mix and threw some in my homemade soup! #crazy http://twitpic.com/ech0tv  কথোপকথন দেখুন কথোপকথন লুকান প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট মানুষজন · সবকটি দেখুন এবং আরো পুনঃটুইটকৃত ২০৬ সময়াবলী DIY Makeup ‏ @DiyMakeupx ৫ অক্টোবর What makeup can do for the Victoria's Secret models. #Crazy :) ` pic.twitter.com/OGx8OOULYj ফটো দেখুন ছবি লুকান প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Rattle ‏ @RattleMag ৫৯ মিনিট Looking back at the 2005 submission bin, we had whole days where we'd only have 4 or 5. All day! No wonder I had free time! #crazy সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Scott ‏ @ScottPunton ২ ঘন্টা Lads be careful, there's something new called contouring, basically really ugly girls change there face with make up #crazy সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট MamásLatinas ‏ @MamasLatinasUSA ২ ঘন্টা Seriously, these #crazy natural #remedies actually work! We promise: http://bit.ly/1ts6DXs  সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট T. Neal ‏ @IAMTONYNEAL ২ ঘন্টা Can't WAIT to drop the new @davidguetta in the mix on the radio this week #Crazy! #Dangerous Hollywood, FL সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট bekah brock ‏ @blooowww ২ ঘন্টা jokingly told Danielle we should push this girl in front of a bus. she wants to do it and she's not joking #crazy সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট ☯ ‏ @Stellar_Heather ৪ ঘন্টা Just read about another highschool friend that died, can't believe garret roby died rest in peace #crazy সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট jenna broadbent ‏ @Broadbent_Jenna ৪ ঘন্টা I get all my friends tweets sent to me #Crazy সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Robert Heuer ‏ @RobertHeuer1 ৪ ঘন্টা @MikeDelph @jakequery OMG somebody please check Mike Delph's backyard to see if he and his family are building a goddamned ark. #LOL #crazy কথোপকথন দেখুন কথোপকথন লুকান প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Harlem Globetrotters ‏ @Globies ৪ ঘন্টা Game-winning windmill dunk in overtime. #CRAZY https://vine.co/v/OKXF0eqrjwV  মিডিয়া দেখুন মিডিয়া লুকান প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Nigel Howle ‏ @Howlecom ৫ ঘন্টা What's the real price of cheap food? Supermarkets selling milk at 25p a pint is bankrupting our farmers #crazy Stoke-on-Trent, Stoke-on-Trent সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট SD-JEM ‏ @sdjem ৫ ঘন্টা This is what happens to you when you've not had a break for over 3 months... Are you #MADones ready for us? #crazy pic.twitter.com/m8SVOxwcoA ফটো দেখুন ছবি লুকান প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট DHS Mustang Golf ‏ @DHSMustangGolf ৬ ঘন্টা It's below 40° with the wind chill...guess which guy in this group is from Arizona? #Acclimated #Crazy pic.twitter.com/AfczvtXGPo ফটো দেখুন ছবি লুকান প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Matt Morian ‏ @RainboltMorian ৬ ঘন্টা Think I'm crazy and get baptized, call me Rambo in that South Side! #Crazy #LilBoosie সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Quote Mirror ‏ @Quote_Mirror ৮ ঘন্টা Charles Bukowski: Some people never go crazy. What truly horrible lives they... #crazy #life http://quotemirror.com/s/rwyo7  pic.twitter.com/EPaYhNc7Tu ফটো দেখুন ছবি লুকান প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Rachael Holding ‏ @RachaelHolding ১০ ঘন্টা Gone Girl is so good; never predicted that ending #crazy সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট #crazy এর জন্য টুইট ফলাফল নেই। আপনি #crazy-এর শীর্ষ টুইটের শেষে পৌঁছে গেছেন। সব টুইট দেখুন। লোড হতে বেশ কিছুক্ষণ সময় নিচ্ছে। টুইটার অতিরিক্ত ক্ষমতা অথবা ক্ষণস্থায়ী হেঁচকির সম্মুখীন হতে পারে। পুনরায় চেষ্টা করুন অথবা পরিদর্শন করুন টুইটার স্ট্যাটাস আরও বিশদ তথ্যের জন্য। খারিজ বন্ধ পূর্ববর্তী পরবর্তী বন্ধ একজন ব্যক্তির প্রোফাইলে যান সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ বন্ধ আপনার অনুসরণকারীদের এই পুনঃটুইটটি পাঠাবেন? বাতিল পুনঃটুইট বন্ধ আপনি কি নিশ্চিত যে এই টুইট মুছে দিতে চান? বাতিল মুছে ফেলুন বন্ধ রোধ করন বাতিল রোধ করন আপনার টুইটসমুহে একটি অবস্থান যুক্ত করুন যখন একটি অবস্থানের সঙ্গে আপনার টুইট করেন, টুইটার সেই অবস্থান সংরক্ষণ করে। প্রত্যেক টুইটের আগে আপনি আপনার অবস্থান চালু / বন্ধ করতে পারেন, এবং যে কোনও সময় আপনি আপনার অবস্থানের ইতিহাস মুছে ফেলতে পারেন। আরো জানুন অবস্থান চালু করুন এখন নয় স্থান বন্ধ করুন বন্ধ প্রোফাইল সারসংক্ষেপ বন্ধ আপনার তালিকাসমূহ বন্ধ একটি নতুন তালিকা তৈরি করুন নাম তালিকা বিবরণ 100 অক্ষরের কম, ঐচ্ছিক তালিকাসমূহ:গোপনীয়তা সাধারণ · যে কেউ এই তালিকা অনুসরণ করতে পারেন ব্যক্তিগত · শুধুমাত্র আপনিই এই তালিকায় প্রবেশ করতে পারবেন তালিকা সংরক্ষণ করুন বন্ধ বন্ধ এই টুইট স্থাপিত কর আপনার নীচের ওয়েবসাইটে কোডটি অনুলিপি দ্বারা এই টুইট যোগ করুন * আরও জানুন হুম, সার্ভারে পৌঁছনোর একটি সমস্যা ছিল। পরে আবার চেষ্টা করবেন? প্রকৃত টুইট অন্তর্ভুক্ত করুন অন্তর্ভুক্ত মিডিয়া প্রাকদর্শন বন্ধ টুইটারে নিবন্ধন করুন টুইটারে নেই? নিবন্ধন করুন, আপনির পছন্দের বিষয়গুলির সাথে যুক্ত হন, এবং তাদের বিষয়ে হালনাগাদ পান। একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন » বন্ধ দুটি উপায় (প্রেরণ এবং গ্রহণ) শর্ট কোড: দেশ কোড গ্রাহকদের জন্য মার্কিন যুক্তরাষ্ট্র 40404 (যে কোন) কানাডা 21212 (যে কোন) যুক্তরাজ্য 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM হাইতি 40404 Digicel, Voila আয়ারল্যান্ড 51210 Vodafone, O2 ভারত 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance ইন্দোনেশিয়া 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » অন্য দেশসমুহের এসএসএস সংক্ষিপ্ত কোড দেখুন বন্ধ নিশ্চিতকরণ)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=10170,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 6, May/June 2003 Even Liberals say things are worse Polling results indicate that more than two thirds of the public realize that the Liberals made things worse for students by stripping our collective agreement. Even among people who identified themselves as Liberal, almost half (46.7%) believe the stripping of the agreement made things worse for students. Only 8.7% of the B.C. Liberals believe they are improving things. Wording of the question In the spring of 2002, the government of B.C. removed from the teachers’ collective agreement individual class-size limits and student/teacher ratios for specialists such as counsellors and special education teachers. Overall, do you believe these changes result in: poorer learning conditions for students? improved learning conditions for students? students’ learning conditions staying the same? The results Dec./02 Apr./03 Poorer 66.6% 68.8% Improved 5.8% 3.8% The same 19% 19.7% Among Liberal voters Dec./02 Apr./03 Poorer 40.8% 46.7% Improved 9.5% 8.7% The same 37.3% 35.1% The BCTF asked the question on the April Omnibus poll, conducted by McIntyre & Mustel. The poll was a random sample of 501 British Columbian adults throughout the province during the week of April 7, 2003. That is the normal sampling size for a provincial poll. We had asked the question previously, in December 2002. To sign the online petition to return class-size limits to the collective agreement, go to bctf.ca/firmlimits Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media last tweet "" @ - 12:00am Follow @ last post "" facebook/ - Jan 1st Like Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/PEA-Newsletter.aspx?id=27559,Public Education Advocates Newsletter #1, July 11, 2012  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development PEA newsletter archives 2013-14  2012-13  2011-12    2010-11  2009-10    Home > Publications > Newsletters and Alerts > Public Ed. Advocates Newsletter > 2012-13 Archives Public Education Advocates Newsletter July 11, 2012, Issue #1 Cowichan board is fired    The Cowichan board was fired by Education Minister George Abbott despite a decade of cuts to the services and facilities that support public education on the Cowichan Valley.  Former chair Eden Haythornthwaite said they were simply trying to protect students. “Our position was that in the last three years alone, in the last three budgets alone, we’ve cut almost $11 million from our operating budget and we felt we had ceased to be able to provide equal access to quality learning opportunities for all the children in Cowichan.”  More.... In June, the Cowichan trustees clearly indicated to the ministry they had a balanced budget in hand. However, the regressive nature of the budget would see further cuts to services and classroom support, the elimination of maintenance workers, and neglecting repairs to aging schools. Rather than act on the suggestions outlined in the restorative budget proposed by the Cowichan board, Abbott has replaced the board with current Superintendent Mike McKay of Surrey. Eden Haythornthwaite, chair of the Cowichan board has emphatically stated on several occasions “the action of this board is not a protest but instead fulfilling the election commitment that five trustees made to the citizens of the Cowichan Valley. Instead of cutting, cramming, and closing, the majority of the board favoured the introduction of a restoration budget that entailed a three year plan that will improve classroom conditions and re-vitalize support for students.” Click here to see the “rally to save the Cowichan five video.” In anticipation of the Cowichan firing, trustees from around the province sent letters of support. Qualicum trustees stated in a public letter of support, “It could be us in the same position next year.”  Read more here. New collective agreement for teachers is a small gain for teachers  A collective agreement that contained no concessions but did show improvements to benefits can still be considered a gain for teachers. Even though government failed to properly address improvements to teacher benefits more than six years ago, a concentrated effort on the part of the BCTF and BCPSEA finally found the solution to form an agreement. Teachers are taking some satisfaction that their job action and solidarity did push back the Liberal government demands for concessions. Check out the BCTF news release. New collective agreement between school boards and teachers will not improve classroom conditions   Since March 2011, the Liberal government has deliberately used tactics to confuse the public perception of the collective bargaining process. When you begin to add in the Liberals introduction of the Education Plan, the Learning Improvement Fund (LIF), and a net-zero policy, it was no wonder the public struggled to understand the position of teachers.  During the past 18 months, the government has attempted to convince the public they have come up with the remedy for the illegal stripping of the teachers’ collective agreement. The tactic tried to satisfy the appeal decision by the BC Supreme Court on Bills 27 and 28 stating the Liberal government had to negotiate a remedy with the BCTF.  The Bill 22 legislation of the Learning Improvement Fund is an imposed and flawed remedy for funding shortfalls that has decimated the classroom support for students in public schools.  “I doubt you could find a single teacher in BC who is happy with this agreement because it does absolutely nothing to improve the situation in classrooms for students or teachers,” said BCTF President Susan Lambert. Read more about the LIF. The LIF fund will result in a battle for funds within a district on a school-against-school basis. The squeaky wheel rule will apply year to year, as parents and staffs make a plea for support. The government funding projections do not cover inflation nor does the funding replace the current efforts by parent advisory groups to support individual school needs. It is naive to think that adding an education assistant or distributing minute portions of specialized teachers to schools on a one-time only premise will effectively serve students with special needs over the long term. The truth about Liberal education funding  The hype from the Liberal government insists the $165 million LIF over three years to school districts would somehow solve class-composition issues. The ministry’s three-year plan to freeze operating grants could result in up to $300 million in cuts to education programs and services over three years, just to make up for the loss of purchasing power due to inflation. This suggests that improvements to classroom conditions arising from the Learning Improvement Fund will be far outweighed by the on-going erosion of classroom conditions arising from district budget shortfalls.  School boards are on record about the funding shortfall.  Those boards that have rejected the idea of a deficit have clearly stated they have no choice but to cut student support services, close schools, shortening the calendar, and reduce staff.  The Sunshine Coast Board states, “We expect that whatever share we get of the Learning Improvement Fund will fall short of maintaining the student services we currently offer after accounting for inflation and other increased costs.” More… BCTF to take civil action against Bill 22  Because the new collective agreement fails to provide improvements to class size and composition or salaries, and teachers’ labour rights continue to be trampled by Bill 22, the BCTF is filing notice of civil claim in BC Supreme Court. The BCTF is asserting the Liberal legislation in several ways has infringed on the constitutional right to free collective bargaining that is guaranteed in the Charter of Rights, section 2.  The full notice of civil claim can be found on the BCTF website here. Education funding shortfall will continue in 2012–13   Even though your school property taxes are indexed to the provincial inflation rate of 2–3%, funding to school district operating budgets are frozen over the next there years. The Liberal 2012 Fiscal and Budget Plan for 2012 to 2015 reveal that it will be difficult for boards to meet the obligation of a balanced budget over the remaining term for trustees. North Vancouver teacher, Ian Cunliffe will run 22 marathons to keep the public eyes on effects of dwindling education funding   Ian, an experienced ultra marathoner begins his epic journey on August 8 in Sparwood, BC. He will make his way west to completion in Vancouver on August 31.  For almost 22 days, Ian will run and walk his way through southern BC meeting colleagues, parents, and the media.  Ian invites you to ride or run with him through your community. The desire to run is fueled by the need to tell the real story of how kids really do matter and teachers care a whole lot more. Keep track of Ian’s journey on Facebook. Liberals expected to rule BC from Christy’s office  Unless Christy has a burning need or is typically inept, the Legislature may not sit until next February. The pigeons at the Legislature in Victoria are suggesting Christy may choose to rule from afar to avoid the scrutiny of the NDP and the media. Any chance to repeat as premier will require a clean slate from this point forward. Calling a fall session will only direct attention to her troubled and perhaps incriminating past as a willing participant in the Liberal vandalism of the public sector. Liberals are already shuffling their communication people to make the most of the summer fund raising events. Check out the dates here.   BC teachers lead the way to better schools   BC teachers have a plan to ensure a quality public education system in BC.  Better Schools for BC, builds on current successes and teachers’ dedication to developing your child’s learning potential. Our vision of what needs to be restored to the BC public school system is explained in detail in this plan. Go to bctf.ca and look for details. Be an active supporter of quality public schools for BC   Defend and support the bold stand taken by the Cowichan board. Send an e-mail of support to the former chair and trustees c/o Eden Haythornthwaite, haythornthwaite@shaw.ca. Send a message to this government making it clear the sustained attack on teachers and the public school system is not working in the best interests of the people of BC. Write your MLA or your school board chair.    This summer, MLAs or candidates in the May 2013 provincial election will be fundraising and building their election team. Speak out for an increased investment in public schools and the need for this government to fairly negotiate a collective agreement with public school teachers in 2013. Click here for more information.  Ask others to join our Public Education Advocacy e-mail list to read about the issues and get involved. Check out our Facebook page and become a friend, and join us on Twitter! Email Facebook Twitter Friend of public education? Join our e-mail list to read about the issues and get involved. About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=21506&printPage=true,BCTF News Releases  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2010 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  September 1, 2010 BC teachers find immense satisfaction in their vocation While many academic studies focus on the problems and challenges in public education, the BC Teachers’ Federation also wants to focus on the many joys of a career in the classroom. As part of a larger study on the work life of BC teachers, BCTF researchers have published “The satisfaction in teaching: What BC teachers say about the positive aspects of their work.”  A comprehensive survey, with returns from more than 560 teachers across the province, revealed a tremendous passion for the work of teaching, for the magical moments when students capture new concepts or master new skills, when professionals and parents work together to meet children’s needs. The data revealed that teachers find greatest job satisfaction from:  helping students learn.   being positive influences in children’s lives.  collaborating with colleagues and parents.  exercising professional autonomy.    Not surprisingly, the relationships built through the actual process of teaching and learning provide the primary source of satisfaction for teachers.  Through qualitative data analysis based on standard research methodology, the following comments can be said to reflect the perspective of most respondents.   One music teacher wrote: “I love when I get to experience their ‘ah-ha’ moments. I still get tingling in my knees when they hit all the right notes with their recorders, or their voices come together in harmony.”  Another teacher said: “I love working with my students and can’t imagine doing anything else, even though it is a very challenging job. I love knowing that I have made a difference in my students’ lives and helped them view themselves as capable and successful individuals.”  Yet another said: “It is wonderful to be able to help them learn and inspire them to be curious. It is an honour when they remain in contact after the course is over and after they have graduated from high school.”  BCTF President Susan Lambert said the study demonstrates how teachers’ passion for their work is expressed in many ways. “Teachers find deep satisfaction working with students in school and also by contributing in our communities, coaching sports, directing choirs, leading study tours, taking courses, and many other aspects of our profession and vocation of teaching.”   “As this school year kicks off we’ll stay focused on the joy of learning, even as we face the many challenges in our public schools,” Lambert said.   -  30  - For more information, contact Nancy Knickerbocker, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell).)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=21787&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 23, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 2010   Health and safety topics and what to do about them  By Karen Langenmaier   Health and safety representatives from all over the province provided a wealth of information about what is going well and what still needs work at the recent zone meetings. It is so encouraging to see reps who have been coming for a number of years and the degree of knowledge they have to help members in their locals through health and safety issues. Regardless of which health and safety issue arises, we need to keep in mind that we are workers with the same processes available to us to keep us as healthy and safe as any other worker. Using the joint health and safety committee process helps us to recognize the importance and power of these committees at our worksites in addressing and preventing injuries and occupational diseases. It is all about prevention. Workers have the responsibility to report not only accidents and incidents but also any work practice, method, or condition that could cause an injury or occupational disease of any other worker. Reporting potentially hazardous situations, followed by an investigation and recommendations to remediate the situation, will prevent accidents. It is all about prevention. The WCB claims process can be long and emotionally draining and carries a varied success rate. It is much better to prevent an injury than to go through the claims process. Follow these steps when you see an unsafe condition: Report to the administrator. Report to the health and safety representative on the joint health and safety committee. Put it in writing. The employer is obligated to: investigate the situation and correct any unsafe situation “without undue delay.” report the investigation to the joint committee or worker representative. inform all workers affected by the unsafe condition. Follow these steps if you are injured (remember—not all injuries are physical) or are exposed to an agent that could cause an occupational disease: Report to the first-aid attendant. Report to the administrator verbally and on a 6A form. Send a copy to your local union office. Report to your health and safety representative. Report to WCB using Teleclaim at 1-888-WORKERS. See your doctor. What should happen next: The administrator, along with members of the site-based committee, conduct an investigation of the incident. The committee makes recommendations and action plans to prevent further incidents. Emergent issues should be corrected “without undue delay.” Follow-up plan for corrective actions is put in place. Investigation report is written. Investigation results should be publicized. The employer has 21 days in which to respond to the committee’s recommendations. (A good reference can be found on the WorkSafeBC website under the “Publications” tab, called Investigations of Accidents and Diseases?Reference Guide and Workbook.) Remember the basic tenets: Health and safety is for all workers. Report, report, report, report. It is all about prevention. Look after yourselves and others.   Karen Langenmaier is health and safety officer, BCTF Income Security Division.  )
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=15672,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2008 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 20, Number 6, April 2008  School closures and the ‘cult of efficiency’ By Murray Dobbin The closure of public schools in BC has reached crisis level and is unprecedented in the history of BC. Enrolment has dropped in the past, and some schools are always closed in such situations, but the extent of the closures this time around is unique and the callous attitude of the provincial government has no precedent. The current raft of closures—150 since 2001 and 45 more scheduled for this year—is rationalized by declines in enrolment. But there is a much stronger driving force behind these permanent losses of schools and school property and that is the ideology of the current provincial government. The application of neo-liberal ideology (or radical free-market ideology) is at the root of this tragic loss of schools and the devastation it causes students, parents, neighbourhoods, and communities. University of Toronto economics professor Janice Gross Stein has identified the key piece of that ideology that underpins the Campbell government’s attitude toward the closures. In her book The Cult of Efficiency, Stein says "...efficiency is often a cloak for political agendas. ...the discussion of efficiency in the delivery of public goods, such as education and healthcare has risen to prominence in post-industrial society. When it [efficiency] becomes an end rather than a means, a value often more important than other values, and when we no longer ask the questions, ‘efficient at what?’ or ‘for whom?’ efficiency becomes a cult." It becomes the victory of ideology over common sense. The Campbell government has clearly elevated efficiency to the cult level. Today’s abundance of school closures—between 2001 and this coming fall, BC will have closed 11% of its public schools—is driven by the rigid application of the efficiency principle as virtually the only criterion for whether or not a school survives. To have a new school built, districts have to demonstrate that their schools are operating "at capacity." If they are not, closures must be made so that students can be concentrated in fewer schools to achieve that capacity. This perverse formula virtually dismisses other values: the impact on students (22,000 have been displaced in the first 150 closures); the effect on education (that is, the value of small schools in quality education); the stress caused parents; and the role of the school as the heart of the neighbourhood. This is a students-as-widgets factory model of education. Ironically, even though the model allegedly borrows from the world of business, these school closures contradict business principles. No business that wants to be truly successful and build for the future, would apply the efficiency test in the absence of other business principles. Hiring on a strictly "efficiency" basis could mean the collapse of quality customer service, for example. In practical terms, these closures are bad for local businesses. The closing of schools can have a negative effect on attracting new, young employees who are raising families. The closing of scores of schools across the province when there is a growing labour shortage and an aging workforce, is an especially short-sighted policy. Of course it is not just this particular pre-occupation with efficiency that is at the root of the problem. Another business principle—the ruthless slashing of costs to enhance profits—underlies the Liberal government’s approach. The chronic underfunding of education means that boards are facing increasing pressure to close small schools to reduce maintenance costs. Some schools are closed because the cost of renovating them or earthquake-proofing is greater than the cost of building a new school. Some schools do close because of declining enrolment. However, that is not the case in the majority of closings in BC. The current decline of 5% to 6% in enrolment since 2001 is predicted to level off in 2013 and begin increasing again in 2016. Last year’s predicted decline of 7,000 turned out to be just 4,000. The predicted decline over the next year is just 1,000 students, less than 0.2%. Impacts of school closures on students and parents BCTF President Irene Lanzinger hears countless stories of the hardship caused by these closures: "When students are displaced because of school closures, they often face longer days, travelling by bus or family vehicle to a school outside their community rather than walking to the neighbourhood school." It also makes it harder for students to participate in extra-curricular activities or to receive help after school from their teachers. Parents find it harder to volunteer or attend school events, especially if they are working. "The stories I hear from parents throughout the province are heartbreaking," recounts Lanzinger. "One six-year-old child spends 15 hours a week going to and from school in Kimberley because her local school has been closed. Parents in the district, who were once very active on a daily basis in their children’s school, are now unable to participate. Furthermore, the roads can be very dangerous between Wasa and Kimberley in the winter and parents are very worried for their children’s safety travelling to school and back each day." The closures and the ever-larger schools that result ignore the benefits to students and parents of small schools. Finland for example, the country that scores the highest in international tests, has many small schools. In fact, only 3% of schools in Finland have more than 500 students, and no school has more than 1,000 students. Teachers are acutely aware of the impact of the closures as they see the impact on students, parents, and their own ability to teach. Catherine Alpha teaches in the Sooke School District: "In Sooke, Metchosen Elementary was the first school to be closed. Metchosen is a small farming community with roots that go back to the 1850s. The great grandchildren of those founding families are still there. "When that school closed, it was really hard on the children but it was also very difficult for the parents and the community because it wasn’t just the school, it was community life that the school also supported. It was a place that spoke to history and helped the children feel connected to the roots of the land around them, and that kind of thing is a powerful agent in building the self-confidence of those children." Opposition is growing As more and more schools close the alarm about the trend grows with it. Almost every school district in the province is facing school closures because of the perverse capital-funding rules imposed by the provincial government. And in virtually every case the closure is opposed by teachers, parents, and often local political leaders. Cowichan is just one example of many. People packed the Mercury Theatre demanding that no more Cowichan schools be closed and the lands sold. Those at the meeting included sitting NDP MLAs Doug Routley and John Horgan but also Mike Walker, a potential Liberal candidate for the newly formed South Cowichan provincial riding. Cowichan elder Albie Charlie, a survivor of residential schools, said, "If we close the Koksilah Elementary School we are taking away our trust and faith in the system." The opposition by the community led the board to avoid a decision by asking the education ministry to appoint what amounts to an overseer to take the heat off—delaying the decision for yet another month. Vancouver Island now has an organization devoted to stopping more school closures. LANDS (Let’s Agree Not to Dispose of Schools) is an ad hoc group that says it wants to become a provincial organization. Its spokesperson, Jessica Van Der Veen, an Oak Bay resident, is calling for a moratorium on the sale of public school lands. "Communities are dealing with it on a community level instead of uniting and turning their faces to the province," Van Der Veen said. "They need to combine forces." The issue is bound to continue growing as the impact of the next 45 school closures sinks in and boards face even more closures next year. The opposition in the legislature has been hammering the government on the closures with NDP leader Carole James and at least six other MLAs demanding the government address the issue. The school closure issue crosses all political lines and social classes. Canada is still a strongly communitarian culture and the vast majority recognize the importance of schools to viable, dynamic communities. A poll conducted for the BCTF by the Mustel Group tells the story. Only 25% said "the cost effectiveness of keeping the school open" should be the most important determining factor, while 67% said "The broader role and benefit of the school to the neighbourhood," should take "higher priority" in any decision about closing a school. As momentum builds on the issue, it is easy to imagine what one of the key issues will be in the fall school board elections—and the provincial election in May 2009. Murray Dobbin is an assistant director, BCTF Communications and Campaigns Division and acting editor of Teacher newsmagazine. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media jthornthwaite last tweet "RT @BCGovNews: Keep you up to date on all the work being done on BC's Throne Speech commitments: http://t.co/G0SSHncdsG" @jthornthwaite - 04:13pm Follow @jthornthwaite BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=15256&printPage=true,BCTF News Releases  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2008 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE March 5, 2008 Teachers call on parents to boycott BULLY  The British Columbia Teachers’ Federation, the Canadian Teachers’ Federation, and teachers from throughout the Caribbean, the United Kingdom, and North America are calling on parents to boycott the mean-spirited and harmful video game: Bully–Scholarship Edition to be released on March 4, 2008. The producer of the video is the Vancouver-based Rockstar. “Instead of ridding the schoolyard of bullies as the promotional materials claim, this video trivializes vicious bullying,” says Irene Lanzinger, president of the British Columbia Teachers’ Federation. “It stereotypes female students as either sex-pot cheerleaders or overweight losers.” In both the 2006 version of Bully and the Bully: Scholarship Edition, the American Entertainment Software Rating Board (ESRB), a non-regulated industry rating group, commented that the Bully video game depicted scenes of violence, crude language, sexual themes, use of tobacco and alcohol, and crude humour. The 2008 version also warned parents that the game shows “animated blood.” “With bullying and school violence high on the agenda of public concerns, teachers and parents increasingly question the impact of violent interactive media on children’s growing minds and bodies,” says Emily Noble, president of the Canadian Teachers’ Federation. “The proliferation of cyberbullying via cell phones, the Internet, and blogs, means that victims can now be bullied anywhere with devastating consequences for the victims.” Despite the video sector being second only to the music industry in profitability, this highly interactive form of entertainment enjoys little government scrutiny or regulation. In April 2001, BC became the first jurisdiction to pass a Video Games Act that would implement a mandatory classification and regulatory system for video games. Unfortunately for children in this province, the Liberal government took power that year and withdrew the legislation. Notwithstanding this government’s lack of action on the issue, Liberal MLA John Nuraney said in the House, “It may be of interest to this House to know that one of the top video games for boys in Grades 3 to 6 is Grand Theft Auto. While it is admirable that our children of today adapt very quickly to this technology, it is also alarming that without proper guidance and supervision, they can fall victims to the unscrupulous predators.” Unfortunately, the provincial Liberal government does not share its own member’s alarm. Teachers throughout the world are staunchly opposed to this video which promotes bullying behaviour and violence. We urge parents to refuse to purchase it and, further, to tell their local retailers why. Wal-Mart is one of the distributors. See Backgrounder for more information. -  30  - For more information, contact Kathleen MacKinnon, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell).)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8874&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, Number 4, March 2004 Classified Ads TRAVEL/VACATION MAUI Privately owned, beautiful fully furn. 2 bd., 2 bath condo, across from Kamaole beaches. Great complex, great location. 250-598-6955, F: 250-598-6965. KIHEI, MAUI Large selection of fully equipped condos. Great beaches. Near shopping centre. Call Alf 604-291-1751, Fax: 604-291-9773, kihei@telus.net WHISTLER waterfront 1 bd. fully stocked condo. Newly renovated, cozy & bright. 3 min. drive to village. Sleeps 4, Carol 604-209-7220. BLACKCOMB Luxury, sleeps 4. ski in/ out. 604-929-6589, www.at-blackcomb.com FRANCE privately owned, beautiful furn. 1 bd. central Paris; Provence lovely furnished house close to Avignon. Wkly/monthly. 604-738-1876 or 604-298-3904, ir_roland@hotmail.com WHISTLER Alta Lake, waterfront, 1 bd. condo, 1 km to village, sleeps 4, F/P, TV/ VCR, summer/winter rates 604-298-2070. WHISTLER GETAWAY Pinecrest Estates, 5 bd. 1400 sq.ft. cabin. sauna, deck with BBQ, fully equip. kitchen. D/W, W/D, wood stove (wood provided). Rates from $170/nt. (seasonal). glush@shaw.ca or Jill or Gerry 604-936-3346. TOFINO Chesterman Beach across the street. Cozy cottage, fully equip., avail. year-round, $100/night (seasonal), $80 off season. 604-581-3178. SUNSHINE COAST (Halfmoon Bay) cozy cedar cottage, sleeps 4-6, fantastic ocean view, F/P, BBQ. Call 604-885-7606 or www.blackberrycottagebc.com QUEEN CHARLOTTE ISLANDS. Fabulous "mothership" kayaking, wilderness adventure, unforgettable experiences. 1-888-559-8317, www.island.net/~archipel. BLACKCOMB Luxury 2 bd/loft, 3 bath, sleeps 7, ski-in/out. 604-940-0156. LONG BEACH Furnished 2 bd. suite, sleeps 6. Pets on approval. Near Ucluelet, 10 min. drive from Pacific Rim Park. 250-726-2311, www.island.net/~s-kayak WHISTLER 1 bd. condo (Whistler Creekside) sleeps 4, F/P, hot tub, swimming pool, sauna. Kitchen fully equip. Undergr. parking. Close to lift and stores. Call early to book and avoid disappointment. Call Jan at 604-530-0958. MAYNE ISLAND Sunny retreat, 2 bd. & loft, fully equipped, N/S, 1 blk. from Dinner Bay Park. Call 604-264-1855, 604-838-5995. WHISTLER, Alta Lake Getaway. Tranquility, only min. from the village. Sleeps 6, F/P, canoe. Call 604-850-1017 or 604-941-7302. Visit www.members.shaw.ca/ruhl WHISTLER TOWNHOUSE Sleeps 8, fully equip. 604-985-7669 or Gary 604-669-7212. SAN JOSE DEL CABO Two 1-bd. condos for rent. On golf course. 5 min. walk to beach. 250-724-0893, 250-723-4737. WHISTLER Creekside townhouse for rent. Sleeps 8, 2 baths, view of Alpha Lake. 604-535-3447. DISCOVER FRANCE ON TWO WHEELS! Explore the river valleys of France, cycle through fields of sunflowers, past magnificent chateaux and picturesque villages. Guided by the unbound enthusiasm of a Francophile teacher, the 10-day tours depart July 7th for Burgundy; and July 20th and 31st to the Loire. www.travellers-tale.com, E-mail info@ travellers-tale.com Exclusive to Panorama Travel 1-800-320-3377, BC Reg #2683. QUALICUM BEACH. Dandelion Cottage. 1 bd., full kitchen, private suite, Cozy & comfortable, peaceful, near beach. Winter wkend specials, wkly & mthly rates. 250-752-5127 www.geocities.com/dandelioncottageca/ MAYNE ISLAND. Sunny retreat, 2bd. & loft, fully equipped, N/S, 1 blk. from Dinner Bay Park. Call 604-264-1855, 604-838-5995. WHISTLER condo. Sleeps 4, views, close to village, all amenities. 604-943-9423. TIBET cultural trek/tour. 30-days July 2004. Small group. Nepal, Mt. Kailas, Lhasa, Katmandu. www.facetofacetraveltours.com 250-247-7652. GABRIOLA COTTAGE Private, 2 bd., sleeps 6, kitchen, yard, sandy beach access, ideal for young children, N/P, N/S. $725 wkly. Call 250-247-9883, E-mail boysen@shaw.ca, www.gabriolacottage.netfirms.com EDUCTORS B & B TRAVEL NETWORK $34 a night for two! 6,000 B&Bs worldwide. Educators hosting educators since 1986. "A great service, we were overwhelmed by the kindness and hospitality of our hosts!" David & Alice, both professors, Halifax, NS. See our complete membership directory and join online at www.educatorstravel.com Box 5279, Eugene, OR 97405, 1-800-377-3480. Fun, Friends, and adventure with fellow educators! KELOWNA Executive lakefront house, downtown, fully equipped, private dock, boat lift, sleeps 6-8, quiet area, avail. year round, ManhattanPointVacations@shaw.ca, 250-762-8138. BOWEN ISLAND Country home avail. Spring Break (Mar 6-20) and Summer (daily, wkly, mthly) View, BBQ, quiet, near beach, ferry. Ideal for day trips and relaxation. 604-947-9813. PARKSVILLE Fully furnished townhouse, Rathtrevor Beach. 3 bd., 3 bath, steps to sandy beach. members.shaw.ca/twoodrent18, 250-727-6985. WHISTLER condo, Lorimer Rd. on Alta Lake, great quiet family area, 10 min. from lifts but location also offers cross-country, ice-skating, etc. 2 storey, 2 bd. sleeps 6, fully equipped. N/P, $300/wkend, 10% discount mid-wk. 2nt min. 604-988-8231, Fax 604-988-1022. BIG WHITE CONDO available for Spring Break, March 25—26. 1 bd. Great rates. 250-769-9316 or keith.reid@shaw.ca TRAVEL DEALS FOR TEACHERS www.memberstravel.ca COTSWOLDS—ENGLAND 2 bd. cottage for rent, 2 weeks minimum, cotswold@coulter.plus.com TOFINO Join us in the annual celebration of the migration of the Pacific Gray Whale: mid-March to mid-April. Ideally located on Clayoquot Sound, Cannery Retreat is a perfect base for the Whale Festival. Cannery Retreat is a fully equipped 1 bd. loft condo. Steps from restaurants, galleries, shops and whales! Adult oriented. N/S, N/P. Minimum 2 days. 1-888-492-6662. HORNBY ISLAND Comfortable 2 bd. cabin for weekly rental during summer 2004. See http://members.shaw.ca/scombs/cabin.html for details. OKANAGAN Vacation home, 2 bd., spectacular view, lake, beach, 0.7 acres, fully equipped, covered deck, laundry, min. from golf, tennis, 12 wineries. Rent by week July/August $875. 250-498-4539. LOOKING FOR VACATION HOMES? Visit beautiful Quadra Island. From cozy cottages in the woods to waterfront homes, check our choices www.quadraislandvacationrentals.com CHINA Opportunities to teach and travel in China for 4 weeks this summer, see http://members.shaw.ca/education-connections/2004 www.gabriolavacations.com Several oceanfront homes or cottages avail. starting at $795/wk. or $280/2 nights plus taxes. Call for detail at 250-247-8577. CHILCOTIN-WILD HORSE COUNTRY Lakefront log cabins in beautiful Nemaiah Valley. Excellent fishing and hiking. Cabins $70/nt. $420/wk. ph/fax: 250-468-9948, www.konnilakeresort.com WHISTLER 1 bd. condo in Creekside area. Very affordable rates. Comfortably sleeps 4. Call 604-209-7027 or e-mail jo-anne.hibbert@telus.net COMOX waterfront home for rent. Fully equipped. July and August. 250-339-6328. FOR RENT/EXCHANGE VANCOUVER Clean, bright, quiet, centally located condos at Robson & Bute. 1 bd. $75/single, 2 bd. $85/single. Daily/weekly/ monthly rate, 604-608-4268, dbemc@hotmail.com VICTORIA BC fully equipped 1 bd. condo nestled between downtown and Cook Street Village facing Beacon Hill Park. www3.telus.net/victoriacondo or 1-866-222-0406 VICTORIA Teacher couple from Edmonton, neat, N/S, seek housesitting or home exchange near UVic, July—Aug. Have 2-year-old child. References 780-485-2588. KITSILANO house, 3 bd. plus 2 bath, garden. Avail. Aug. 1 to Dec. 20, $1400/mo. N/P, close to UBC. 604-738-1876, e-mail: ir_roland@hotmail.com VICTORIA Near UVic, large, modern home. Utilities/car included. July 1—Aug. 31. $2000/mo. 250-477-4055. RESOURCES GRAPPLE—GET HOOKED on prefixes, suffixes and roots! Teaching how words work? Here’s a fun new way to learn! GRAPPLE allows up to five players to form words combining cards from three separate decks. Who can get rid of all their cards first? Find out more at www.serendipitygames.net MANUAL FOR PARAGRAPH & ESSAY WRITING Designed for teachers/parents of weaker or remedial students. To order, send $10.75 plus $1.60 postage to Avstan Publications, #18, 8533 Broadway St., Chilliwack, BC V2P 5V4. Ph/Fax: 604-792-0839. SCIENCE ACTIVITIES for the visual learner. Designed for Junior Science and Senior Biology in B.C. To order, phone 604-852-0923 or e-mail davidhague@uniserve.com, www.visuallearner.ca RHYME, READ & WRITE© …teaching early literacy skills K-2 through the magic of rhyme. Reproducible materials for teachers and students. Over 60 theme-related rhyme packages. $10 ea. or 3/$25 plus shipping. thecupboard@dccnet.com, www.theclassroomcupboard.com HONEYBEE CENTRE for unforgettable field trips and free IRPs. Call 604-575-BEES (2337) Surrey, BC ALPHASONGS 26 songs produced by Kindergarten teacher/professional musician. Designed to help beginning readers master alphabet, phonemic awareness. Blues, rock, country, pop. Positive effect on reading. Useful in Kindergarten, Grade 1, ESL, speech. $20 plus S&H. Paul 604-850-6748, f: 604-850-5370, info@annieape.com NEW HARDCOVER Canadian Communications Technology textbook. Print and CD-ROM versions for students and teachers. Visit www.digitaloverdrive.ca or call 905-332-5712 NEW MATH KITS for intermediate classrooms. www.edumathresources.com MISCELLANEOUS www.localtutorlink.com RETIRING? Undecided about the Joint Life Option? Order Choosing the Right Options, a straightforward guide/workbook for selecting the best option for your situation. Cost: $15 (taxes incl.) Mail Ken Smith, 5120 Ewart St., Burnaby, BC V5J 2W2 or call BCTF Lesson Aids. MASTER OF SPECIAL EDUCATION by coursework offered by Flinders University of S. Australia is recognized by the B.C. Teacher Qualification Service. The degree is available entirely in distance mode. Applications are invited now for commencement of study in 2004. More information at: http://ehlt-online. flinders.edu.au/bc or from the program co-ordinator, Bernice.Burnip@flinders.edu.au TRAVEL & TEACH ENGLISH OVERSEAS. Jobs $$ guaranteed, great pay. TESOL certified in 5 days in-class (or online or by correspondence). Attend a free info seminar. Free infopack. 1-888-270-2941 or www.globaltesol.com VARIETY—THE CHILDREN’S CHARITY OF BC Working with children is your special passion. Leave a legacy in your will for BC’s special kids. It will be your gift of a lifetime, providing you and your estate with significant tax benefits. Confirm now or call for more information. Speak with Peter Chipman, toll free 1-800-381-2040 or e-mail: peter.chipman@variety.bc.ca TEACHERS work online. $500—$2000+ PT/FT, www.agoldmineonline.com FOR SALE. 1998, 25’ Aerolite family trailer. V.g. condition, sleeps 6, bunks, fully equipped. One family owner. $13,500. Surrey 604-535-3447. LIVE IN THE GULF ISLANDS! Beautiful retirement environment on Gabriola Island! Easy access. Only 20 min. from Nanaimo. Visit online at www.realestate-gabriola.com to see for yourself! Buy now, retire later! Email: jheira@realestate-gabriola.com or phone 1-800-205-8080. Jheira Springford, Coast Realty (Gabriola Village). NEW CARS & LIGHT DUTY TRUCKS for teachers to purchase at the lowest dealer cost. All factory incentive programs can be arranged. All vehicles will be registered to you, the purchaser. The New Car Purchase Plan for BC teachers was established in 1973 by Robert Montgomery. Call toll free 1-800-307-4808 or send a fax to 1-888-307-1230. Give me your best price and I will better it. That is a promise! WANTED Persons to buy 20 yr. business leading educational cultural tours once yearly to Mediterranean countries or elsewhere. Wonderful Retirement Activity! All materials, expertise, assistance for you to start. Easy! 604-922-0689, Fax 604-925-4170. FOR SALE Thriving, unique, Canadian children’s wholesale book business. Contact PO Box 177, Saanichton, BC V8M 1A0. REUNION LORD BYNG GRADS OF ’64 40th Anniversary Reunion, Sept. 11 & 12, 2004. See information and list of missing grads on our web site www.ethosevents.ca/ lb64reunion or contact Maureen MacDonald at 604-871-1891. MISSING HEIR Johann Olaf Baumgartner, late of Salt Spring Island, BC, died September 25, 2002. It is believed that Mr. Baumgartner may have left a daughter who would have been born in the early 1950s. If you believe you are, or know of, this individual, please contact: Estate of Johann Olaf Baumgartner, c/o #1-105 Rainbow Road, Salt Spring Island, BC V8K 2V5.)
(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/01/should-bc-teachers-get-salary-increase.html?showComment0751327638165854,Staffroom Confidential: Should BC teachers get a salary increase? Myths & Realities Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Saturday, January 7, 2012 Should BC teachers get a salary increase? Myths & Realities NOTE: There is an updated version of this post for those of you reading it in 2014! BC teachers are in contract negotiations asking for a fair deal. What do we mean by fair exactly? Teachers would like improvements in three areas: class size/composition, salary and benefits, and changes to the bargaining structure. As far as class size, we want only what was taken in 2002. We want the government to go back to the class sizes in place at that time and restore the funding so Boards can achieve this. For bargaining, we want to negotiate more items locally with our elected Boards. This facilitates diversity, community involvement, and local programs and solutions. It is not a cost item and is how teachers used to negotiate in the 1990's - very successfully. For salary and benefits, teachers want to "keep up" and "catch up". What do we mean by that? We want to keep up with inflation, and we want to catch up with Canadians in other provinces. Teachers in BC now rank 8th in salaries across Canada, despite the fact that our cost of living is one of the highest and that BC weathered the recession better than most other provinces. BC has been out of recession since 2010 and is forecasting moderate growth for the next year. Unfortunately, the government's position has and continues to be 'net zero'. The government claims that taxpayers cannot afford increases to public sector wages and that wages must remain flat because the government is running a deficit. Do these arguments make sense? Are they justified? Or should teachers receive a wage increase? Here are my answers to these questions. Myth #1: Teachers should not get a wage increase because of the government deficit Reality #1: There was no deficit when the Liberals took power in 2001. Through a series of income tax cuts and corporate tax cuts, the Liberals went from a surplus to a deficit. Yes, the recession of 2009 impacted government revenues. But not as much as tax cuts have. Moreover, the government has found plenty of money for spending when it feels the spending is a priority. There was money for the BC Place roof ($500 million). There was money for the Olympics (over $1 billion). There was money for smart meters ($900 million). There was money for new government network systems ($1.2 billion to Telus). There seems to be plenty of money for the CEO's of crown corporations like BC Ferries (David Hahn's pension value - over $10 million). The fact is that the government is using the deficit that it created as an excuse to take money away from public services and the people who provide them. The money is there. It is a matter of priorities. It is simply unfair to make one group of workers pay for a deficit created by tax cuts to other people and corporations. Private sector workers are seeing increases. Other public sector workers are seeing increases (for example, Vancouver police with 8.8% over 33 months). Why should one group be singled out? Moreover how is it fair to make middle income earners pay for tax cuts that disproportionately benefited the wealthy and corporations? It just isn't. Myth #2: The 'net zero' wage freeze is fair because it impacts all public sector workers Reality #2: Only those workers covered by the Public Sector Employer's Council are impacted, and that does not include all public sector workers. Fire fighters are not under 'net zero'. Police are not under 'net zero'. Even school Superintendents are not under 'net zero'. Nurses are not under 'net zero' because they negotiated in 2009, supposedly before the 'net zero' mandate was implemented, but certainly at the height of the recession. How is it fair that these workers can negotiate increases and other workers can't? Myth #3: BC teachers already have high salaries Reality #3: After five years of university training, BC teachers begin with a wage in the low $40's, if they are full time. Many teachers only get part time work for the first 3-5 years of their career. It takes ten years of full time work to reach the maximum salary, which is about $75,000 for most teachers. BC teachers rank 8th in Canada compared to teachers in other provinces. A teacher in BC earns on average $20,000 less than a comparably experienced teacher in Alberta and $15,000 less than one in Ontario. Yet BC has the highest cost of living and the highest housing prices in the country (http://www.theprovince.com/business/City+house+prices+continue+ascent/5943834/story.html). Myth #4: 'Net zero' isn't a pay cut, so it is fair Reality #4: In September, when the new school year began, year over year inflation was at 3.2% according to the Consumer Price Index. When teachers got their first paycheque of the year, they had 3.2% less buying power. This is what matters. This January, teachers, along with other workers, will see increases to their CPP payments, their EI premiums, and their MSP premiums. Many contracts have automatic cost of living increases, but ours does not. Without any increase, teachers will fall behind. Myth #5: Teachers are asking for too much Reality #5: Teachers want to keep up with inflation. Teachers want to catch up with their colleagues in other provinces. Teachers took four years of zero increases since 1998. Teachers traded salary for smaller class sizes and those class size provisions were later eliminated. It is perfectly reasonable to ask for cost of living increases and wage adjustments to catch up with our Canadian colleagues. Myth #6: Teachers are asking for $2 billion Reality #6: The true number is probably many times less. BCPSEA (the employer) made many erroneous assumptions in order to come up with a hyper-inflated costing number. For example, they assumed that every single teacher would take their full bereavement leave entitlement every single year. In fact, teachers often take bereavement leave once or twice a decade or once or twice in their whole career. They assumed every teacher would take extra sick days if they were available. In fact, we know from Statistics Canada that teachers take an average of 7.7 days per year which is already less than their entitlement, so increased entitlement would only be used by a small percentage of teachers who become very ill. The assumptions used by BCPSEA were unrealistic and result in highly inflated costing estimates. They are not justified and do not reflect the true cost of the proposals teachers have put forward. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 4:17 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 25 comments: AnonymousJanuary 8, 2012 at 10:00 AM Thank you for this post. I think it should be sent as "letter to the editor" to newspapers in major cities in BC to inform those who see government figures or reports and take it as truth without questioning it. Well done!ReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 8, 2012 at 1:11 PM Excellent summary of our situation. "Even school Superintendents are not under 'net zero"; SD59 Superintendant sent a letter to parents saying gross modo that we were (teachers) selfish and without social empathy toward public sector for not swallowing the "net zero" !ReplyDelete Donna in BurnabyJanuary 8, 2012 at 7:45 PM Thank you!ReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 8, 2012 at 9:09 PM Well I have come from Alberta and previous Ontario and Your teacher need to better then other provinces. You are way behind Alberta in education. My daughter in October of her grade one year knows more then mine son has in his second year at a BC school. You need to fix something in your school system because you are falling behind. In the 2 and half years my daughter has been in the BC school system she is at the same reading, writing and math. I know why people homeschool and put their kids in the private school system, the public is so broken it can't complete with the rest of Canada.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousJanuary 17, 2012 at 6:50 PM How can you tell if your children are at the same level when you cannot spell, use appropriate grammar or form a proper sentence????Delete AnonymousJanuary 26, 2012 at 8:21 PM Teachers cannot be held solely responsible for your child's lack of progress. It would appear as though you could benefit from some additional education. Where were you educated? I agree with Anonymous, learn to spell and form a proper sentence before giving your opinion on the state of education. Thanks for wasting even more of my prep time on your uneducated and ignorant point of view.Delete AnonymousFebruary 29, 2012 at 5:25 PM Wow - I think that the original author has a legitimate complaint. I have a graduate degree and I completely agree that the level of education my children have received in the public school system is deplorable. AND REALLY - if someone is illiterate or unable to formulate a sentence correctly on a blog post does that mean that his/her child does not deserve a proper education! GIVE ME A BREAK - and please refrain from making personal attacks on people who voice a contrary opinion. It only demonstrates your small mindedness.Delete Reply AnonymousJanuary 8, 2012 at 10:28 PM I think you mean: I came from Alberta and previously Ontario, and teachers in BC need to teach better than other provinces. You are much behind Alberta in terms of education. My daughter knew more in October of her grade one year than my son, who was in his second year enrolled at a BC school. You need to fix features of your school system, because you are falling behind. In the two and half years my daughter has been enrolled in the BC school system, she has remained at the same level of reading, writing and math. I now know why people homeschool their children and enroll their kids in the private school system. The public system is so broken that it can no longer complete with the rest of Canada. - A BC public school teacherReplyDelete Replies AnonymousJanuary 23, 2012 at 12:55 PM I think you mean "compete" not complete. And you're a teacher?Delete AnonymousJanuary 25, 2012 at 7:10 PM Wow. How petty. An entire paragraph is corrected with one spelling error in the final sentence and you decide to focus on it as being the "issue with teachers". What has our society come to? Signed a Fellow BC TeacherDelete AnonymousFebruary 11, 2012 at 7:19 PM I taught in Ontario before moving to BC to teach and I don't see a whole lot of difference. There are good and bad teachers in both places. In fact, BC has stricter education requirements, I had to go back to get a few more undergrad courses.Delete Reply AnonymousJanuary 9, 2012 at 7:24 AM I live in SD 59 and the letter the superintendent sent home did not say that teachers were "selfish or without social empathy." ~ParentReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 9, 2012 at 1:58 PM Quote: From superintendent SD#59: "...With regard to the strike, some of the confusing information parents are receiving sounds like the teacher's strike is about the size and composition of classes, or the resources that are available for students with special needs. That is not true. The issues around class size and resourcing have been separate and are "NOT" part of the bargaining. The full focus of the BCTF strike demands is about wages and benefits that are approaching a price tag of 3 billion dollars. That is a 75% increase, at a time in the economy that the Province has told all union the overall settlement of their bargaining cannot increase cost to the Province. Moreover, 3/4 of the public unions have settled contracts under those rules." These 2 paragraphs speak by themselves about how teachers are perceived by the superintendent.ReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 9, 2012 at 2:01 PM http://www.pssg.gov.bc.ca/psec/disclosure/disclosure10-11.htmReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 10, 2012 at 8:51 AM Please send this wonderful article to a newspaper so some of the nasty myths can be dispelled. Awesome job!ReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 25, 2012 at 4:52 PM A great letter... I agree that this should be sent to every newspaper in B.C. as well as made into an infomercial on t.v. Why wait for an election?ReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 26, 2012 at 4:23 PM Myth #7: Teachers are the only workers affected by "net zero". Reality #7: Over 16,000 members of HSA (Health Sciences Association of BC) have been crippled by the "net zero" policy. Wages for HSA members in BC are upwards of 8$ an hour less than other provinces in Canada. The last contract forced upon HSA members was highlighted by a 0% wage increase, and a loss of 1 vacation day per year. So no, teachers, you are NOT the only group of workers being forced to pay for corporate tax cuts. Were you there to support other public sector employees last year when they were trying to fight "net zero"? I didn't think so.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousJanuary 26, 2012 at 8:22 PM Agreed! I am in HSA, and sorry, but I can't support these demands by the teachers. Frustrating to me to see the 'it's not fair' comments. Sounds like children. Life isn't fair, we are a country and province in serious financial difficulty. Cuts need to be made. I absolutely support putting money into increasing numbers of teachers, and adding support teachers and SEAs . If I want to make more money, I could move to Alberta and earn $8-10 more an hour too, giving me a significant raise but I choose to live here. It's always greener on the other side, and everyone thinks they are the ones hard done by. I work 37.5 hours a week, but actually in my office 40-42 hours and I don't get overtime pay. I choose to do it because I love my job and want to do the best I can for my patients. I take classes and go to workshops to enhance my job, on my own time and I pay for it myself. I use my vacation days to attend work related conferences. HSA's contract is also set to expire and we already had 0% wage last contract. I'm not expecting any better this time around. That's life, it's not always fair. I just appreciate that I have a job that I love that pays a decent wage ( which is slightly less than a teachers wage). Maybe there are just a whole lot of teachers with very little personal job satisfaction.Delete KarenFebruary 17, 2012 at 10:15 AM Job satisfaction! Try keeping 30 students at the edge of their seats for 5 hours a day, daily!! Attend meetings(special needs, counseling-requested meetings, parent-requested meetings, department meetings, staff meetings, Health and safety meetings,etc.) mark, prepare, field phone calls, supervise, prepare report cards, participate in extra-curricular activities,answer student concerns after classes; type/prepare/photocopy learning /testing materials for students (no secretarial time for us!); mentor, clean our boards, put up our chairs, manage the learning materials in our classrooms (put away the books, clean the lab equip. fix the musical instruments, organize the gym equip., ensure safety in the woodworking/auto and metal shops etc.), put up display boards, order books/educational materials,take first aide training at our own expense, etc.) No one-to-one with down time, bells dictate our time usage (coffee break? designated lunch time? not always possible); daily emotional 'baggage' children/students bring to the classroom must be dealt with in a calm and supportive manner; AND, Administrative Officers that add to the intensity of our day. (Some are very supportive; others add to our stress by being judgmental, giving little support by keeping communication lines blurred, not making themselves available, not taking control and leading but hiding behind their desks, etc.) We earn our keep!! And, we can't go up the capitalist ladder - 'more students doesn't mean more money; it means more work!' No compensation for using our own books, driving students with our own cars (we must 'up' protection on our personal car insurance to protect them in case of an accident) We only rely on the good nature of our govt. and the public to support us. Where are you? If you think you can do the job better, for cheaper, 'step up to the plate'.Delete Reply Tara EhrckeJanuary 26, 2012 at 5:27 PM Hello Anonymous, I have always consistently opposed net zero for ANY public sector worker, not just teachers. I absolutely agree that no group or groups of public sector workers should be singled out unfairly. I also believe we should all be rejecting the wage freeze. With respect to support, teachers in my local put up picket signs when HEU was facing wage cuts and I absolutely agree we need to be supporting each other. Please see my blog posts on this subject, including HSA in particular, from last year: http://staffroomconfidential.blogspot.com/2011/02/in-labour-newswill-hsa-vote-no-campaign.html http://staffroomconfidential.blogspot.com/2011/03/why-bc-government-wage-freeze-is.html This article was reposted on an HSA member site here: http://our-union.org/2011/03/29/why-the-bc-government-wage-freeze-is-indefensible/ I also wrote about opposition to net zero from Vancouver Island University workers and Langara College workers: http://staffroomconfidential.blogspot.com/2011_03_01_archive.html http://staffroomconfidential.blogspot.com/2011/04/langara-versus-wage-freeze.htmlReplyDelete UnknownFebruary 2, 2012 at 8:21 PM Actually, the cost of the Olympics was closer to $7 billion, once you factor in the cost of the Canada Line, the Sea to Sky Highway, and the new Convention Centre. On a related note, the deficit in 2008, amortized over 3 years, stood at $3 billion.ReplyDelete AnonymousFebruary 12, 2012 at 10:43 AM I am a parent in SD#35 and I am so impressed with my children's school and with the hard work that most of the teachers and adminstrators put in at that school. They are still getting a quality education, even throughout job action.The teachers are commincating with my husband and I on their academic progress, and my daughter is on the Grade Six basketball team which practices after school and at noon hour 3 times a week! I support a wage increases for my children's teachers because I want them to be able to keep up with inflation and be paid what professionals make in other provinces. We need to pay our teachers and other public sector employees what they deserve, or els in the future, we will not attract good people into these professions or be able to keep them in our province. Isnt this what is happening in the nursing industry? The Lower mainland is one of the most expensive places to live and we have to face the fact that if we want an educated community, then we have to willing to pay for it. A concerned parentReplyDelete AnonymousFebruary 24, 2012 at 4:00 PM I am a parent in south Delta and I must say that I am impressed with the communication that we have been receiving from my son's teachers at Delta Secondary. I think that teachers should get a raise at least to the level of inflation, but with all due respect to teachers, I cannot see where or how you feel that you should receive large increases. You are I think quite fairly paid for your job and you do not have the very real pressure for measurable performance that so many in the private sector face. Having said that, those people in the private sector are not getting the types of raises you are asking for and many of them would be happy with just getting at or near the inflation rate this year. I think that if you want to be paid very well then you will need to get into the private sector where you will face much more performance pressure, you will have 3-4 weeks off per year, there will be no such thing as overtime pay if you are salaried and if you don't perform adquately or well, you will faced with possible termination. You will have no effective job security unless you perform. So I think you have it quite good, better than anyone I can think of in most respects, with the exception of pay, which as I said I think is quite fair. I say this with great respect for your profession.ReplyDelete AnonymousFebruary 25, 2012 at 10:37 AM I am a very excited Teacher Candidate that will finish my Bachelors of Education this year. I am interested in this profession because I love it! However, my student loans are over 30 grand and I do not own a car, or a house. I am repeatedly being told that there are few jobs out there and the ones that are out there pay significantly less than a retail job I held before my Bachelor's degrees (per hour). I keep my optimism up because I know I am going to be fantastic at this job but it is hard to look past the fact that I will not be able to afford a house, a car and raise children on my income any time soon. Thank-you current teachers for fighting for those of us who want to join your ranks!ReplyDelete AnonymousFebruary 28, 2012 at 8:10 AM Great article Tara. And a great big THANK YOU for all of your hard work!ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ▼  January (13) How to reduce income inequality BC Schools: A decade of choice, a decade of declin... What is fair and reasonable? Twitter tale - Consultation, Minister Abbott style... Alberta teachers in negotiations BCTF presents reduced set of proposals School boards discuss 'net zero' Will grouping by ability mean re-segregation? BC teachers describe workload issues at bargaining... BC public sector enters 2012 bargaining Superintendent of Greater Victoria received 10% wa... Should BC teachers get a salary increase? Myths & ... A year in review: waking the sleeping giant ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/don-mcrae/gtm.start/,Don McRae for Comox Valley - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Don McRae A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Comox Valley Support Don BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media DonMcRaeMLA last tweet "Congrats to Inclusion Powell River on 60 years of supporting people with developmental disabilities: #clmonth2014 http://t.co/XuFnLVmmtu" @DonMcRaeMLA - 05:41am Follow @DonMcRaeMLA BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Don McRae was elected on May 14, 2013 as MLA for Comox Valley. He was appointed Minister of Social Development and Social Innovation on June 7, 2013. Don is a member of the Priorities and Planning Committee and Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Don has previously served as Minister of Education, Minister of Agriculture, and Convener of the Select Standing Committee on Aboriginal Affairs. He was a member of the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, the Select Standing Committee on Health, and the Select Standing Committee on Finance and Government Services. Don was born and raised in the Comox Valley. For 14 years he taught at GP Vanier Secondary School. Aside from teaching Social Studies, Military History, and Psychology, he has also served as a rugby coach, athletic director, department chair, and Staff Leadership Committee Chair. Don has served as a Courtenay City Councillor for seven years. During his time on council, he has served as a municipal director for both the Comox Strathcona Regional District and the newly restructured Comox Valley Regional District. He has also been a member of the Comox Strathcona Hospital Board, vice-chair of the Comox Valley Sewer and Water Committees, and numerous community organizations and boards. In 2008, he was appointed by Premier Campbell to the Citizen’s Conservation Council. He is an avid jogger and enjoys hiking and fly fishing. Don has been married to his wife Deanne for 14 years and they have two daughters, Gracie and Chloe. Get in touch with Don Comox Valley Constituency Office 437 – 5th Street Courtenay, BC V9N 1J7 Phone: (250) 703-2422 Fax: (250) 703-2425 Email Don Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=21790,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 23, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 2010   Is the iPad right for education?  By Mark Holland   For those of you who don’t know what an iPad is, I’ll give you a brief synopsis: The iPad is an electronic Internet device, similar in appearance to an iPhone or iPod touch, but quite a bit bigger. In fact, its colour screen measures 9.7 inches. It weighs in at approximately one-and-a-half pounds, and is only half an inch thin. This allows you to take the iPad virtually anywhere without too much trouble. With up to 10 hours of battery life, you can get through a full day of use without a charge. Like the iPhone and iPod Touch, the iPad uses multitouch technology, where you use your fingers instead of a mouse to navigate around its iOS operating system. Text can be entered from the on-screen keyboard or by connecting up any Bluetooth wireless keyboard, which is a nice feature if you plan to do a lot of typing. There are two different models available; there's a Wi-Fi version, and one with 3G network capability, allowing you to connect to the Internet from virtually anywhere! Storage capacity ranges between 16, 32, and 64 Gigabytes. In Canada, Rogers, Telus, and Bell provide 3G network access for the iPad. The iPad is a device—not a “computer.” That’s because after using it for a few weeks now, I’ve discovered that it’s so much more. When I first heard about the iPad, the first thing that went through my mind (like many others) was, “Why do I need a big iPod touch?” It shares many of the design traits of its smaller siblings, but because it has a much bigger screen it really excels at displaying your photos, movies, and web pages beautifully. At the top, is a 1/8" headphone jack and microphone, and at the bottom is the standard dock connector and a very decent sounding speaker. On the right side is a switch that locks the screen orientation, with volume controls below it. The standard dock connector at the bottom, allows you to plug in the unit to charge it, and you can also purchase a dock to VGA adapter to use it with a projector. This opens up endless possibilities in the classroom. From my perspective, the iPad seems to be ideal for education in several ways: There are no moving parts, no hard drive to fail, no physical keyboard that will get sticky or damaged if any liquid is spilled on it. It’s very light, making it easy to pass around the classroom, and you can store a bunch of them together, taking up very little space. Compared to the price of a laptop, the iPad is about half the price, making it attractive in times of tightening school budgets. There is literally no file system to learn, manage, or update. No viruses period! The learning curve for using one is minimal, and it seems to be an ideal device for users of all ages. The iPad’s applications are endless for use in special education, report-card writing, social networking. Along with the introduction of the iPad was the iBook store; a virtual bookstore contained within iTunes. Here you can purchase and download digital books to the iPad. Some of their offerings are for purchase while others are free. The iBook reader app also allows you to store PDF documents, which by the way are wonderful to view on this device. You can even pinch and zoom in on diagrams to make the text larger and easier to read. I can see the obvious advantage of being able to store all of a student’s reference materials on the iPad. One can only imagine the potential of having interactive textbooks installed on student iPads. This could have a dramatic impact on helping to meet tight school board budgets, considering the fact that the need to spend huge amounts of money to replenish traditional textbooks will be obsolete! The real power of the iPad lies within the thousands of applications (many of them free) that are available for it. There are more and more being introduced every day. Mark Holland teaches at Upper Lynn Elementary School, North Vancouver, and is director of education for MacVideoTraining.com, a Vancouver-based company specializing in creating video training courses for all Mac users. E-mail: mark@macvideotraining.com.  Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media jthornthwaite last tweet "RT @BCGovNews: Keep you up to date on all the work being done on BC's Throne Speech commitments: http://t.co/G0SSHncdsG" @jthornthwaite - 04:13pm Follow @jthornthwaite BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/03/what-is-this-strike-about-moving-letter.html?showComment=1331270762192,Staffroom Confidential: What is this strike about? A moving letter from a Saanich teacher Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, March 6, 2012 What is this strike about? A moving letter from a Saanich teacher I would like to thank you, Mr. Abbott. My wife and I have just had an excellent discussion with our daughters about power, and about the importance of checks and balances in a society. Sophie and Rachel are 12 and 10. They were very confused about why the government was allowed to make rules such as fining teachers $475 a day or $2500 a day for going on strike. We explained that our government is elected to make decisions on our behalf, and that we trust that they will make good and considered decisions. But what if we don’t agree with their decisions, they wondered. We explained that there is time to debate these decisions before they are made, and that everybody is allowed to write letters, or protest if they disagree. We explained that the media is meant to also provide some balance, by asking difficult and challenging questions. But they are saying that if you protest their decision, they will fine you, they replied. We had no answer. Why do they hate teachers, one of them asked. I still had no answer. ---------- I could have been a lawyer. I scored in the 98th percentile of the LSAT and was accepted to Queen’s Law School, offered a scholarship to a Law School in the northeastern US. I chose instead to defer my decision, and be a tutor/coach/residence don/in-house TOC at my old high school for a couple of years. This was a private boarding school in Ontario. I loved it. I loved being able to explain concepts in math to kids, and to see the “light go on”. I loved sharing my passion for math, for soccer, for hockey, for philosophy, for poetry, and for musical theater with kids. I never considered going back to law after those two years. After completing my teacher training at UVic, I did my practicum in Saanich. I hadn’t realized until then what a sheltered teaching existence I had at the boarding school, with well-to-do kids brought up with every advantage (the type of kids to whom Mr. Abbott recently referred as “the smart kids”, I believe). In the public school system in Saanich, I learned humility. I learned how to be a better teacher, how to teach the whole child, and not just the mind. I taught classes that not only had some of Mr. Abbott’s advantaged “smart kids”, but other kids who were often equally smart and capable if not more, but who faced challenges the others didn’t: broken homes, poverty issues, learning disabilities, to name only a few. These classes were challenging because the kids’ needs were so varied. Some kids could be turned on by ideas alone; others needed to be convinced of the value of learning, to place education in context; some just needed breakfast. And yet, at the time I started teaching in Saanich, I considered myself fortunate because we had a locally arranged agreement about how many kids could be in a secondary English class. (I taught English at the time). The number was 27 – unless you had a student who had an acknowledged special need, such as dyslexia, or visual impairment, for example, that would require a significant amount of adjustment to practice or extra preparation. For each of these students, the number would drop by one. If there were 6 “special needs” students in your English 11, the maximum number of kids would be 21. Trust me, this would still be a challenging class in terms of composition, but the system worked. It was so important to teachers, my older colleagues told me, that teachers took less in salary improvements at the time in order to secure these contract provisions. Silly me for thinking that contracts were something sacrosanct in Canadian law. When I started my first continuing contract at Claremont Secondary in 2000, we had an enrolment not very different from our enrolment today. When I started at Claremont, it was not unusual for the more challenging classes, such as Essentials of Math 10 or Communications 11 to have 12-15 students, because that’s what those kids needed to be successful. When I started at Claremont, there were two librarians – one for every 550 kids. When I started at Claremont there was a staff of 85-90, with plenty of teachers in the building to comfortably take on all the extra-curriculars that make schools, as the Saanich motto goes, “great places to learn, safe places to be” Today at Claremont, a class with less than 23-24 students does not run. This legislation before you will only make that number increase, I assure you, and it is not what kids need. Today at Claremont there is 3/4 of a librarian – which translates to one for every 1475 kids. Today at Claremont there is a staff of 65-70. This group which now numbers 20 fewer than when I started 12 years ago, has been attempting to keep up all the things that make our school great – outstanding academics, including extra-curricular offerings such as the dozens of math contests I sponsor and organize every year, an incredible sports program, an enviable fine arts program, numerous volunteer organizations that enrich our school community and the community at large. So far, we have managed, but we have each had to take up the slack now for too long. We are at the breaking point, and I promise you – this legislation already threatens to push us over the edge. Surely this government is not deaf to the teachers from around the province who are saying enough… Enough: we have devoted our lives to a profession that we knew all along would not make us rich, but we did it because we believed that if it would help just one disadvantaged kid, it was worth it. Enough: we believed in it so much, that we traded even the most meager of raises, time and time again, in order to gain better classroom conditions for our students. Enough: we tried our absolute best to play within the rules, when government after government stripped away those conditions that we bought with our own salaries, even when the Supreme Court ruled that those government actions were illegal. Enough: we have tried to hold our heads high, when we are vilified in the press as lazy and greedy, when nothing – NOTHING -- could be further from the truth. Enough: we have devoted countless hours to volleyball, to musical theatre, to poetry readings, to charity work, to rugby, to yearbook clubs, to student’s councils, to tutoring before school from 7am, to tutoring after school until 6pm or longer, to tutoring kids by email on the weekends, and, AND! to our own Professional Development, whether that occurs on a Pro-D day or on our own time – Yes, Mr. Abbott, we actually do Pro-D. In short, we have devoted countless hours to the children and families of this province, and the thanks we get is one more veiled legislated slap in the face? Now, I’m not so out of touch that I don’t realize that as a teacher at the top of the scale, I’m fairly comfortable. Sure it irks me that all of you folks in the legislature have received pay raises in the last ten years far beyond what I have received over the same period – pay raises which you are allowed to vote for yourselves. Not that I would dare suggest that you don’t deserve it – I don’t envy your jobs in the least. But even despite this glaring double-standard, I would have begrudgingly accepted no raise, if it were that alone. It is not the extending of the current contract in this legislation that has me upset. I am insulted. I am insulted that you have the temerity to suggest that this legislation represents mediation in any true sense of the word. Your use of legislation to enforce mediation, but then dictate the terms of the mediation is nothing short of bullying. How ironic that there was an anti-bullying flashmob on the lawn of the legislature the day this bill was introduced. To my mind, you have brought disrepute onto yourselves and the institution you represent. I was trying to defend the institution of our provincial government to my children tonight, suggesting that it rested on a foundation of elected officials acting in a dispassionate way for the benefit of all. I couldn’t. I am shocked. I shouldn’t be, given everything that has happened in the last 10 years, but I’m shocked. I am shocked – no, enraged – that you would enact legislation that essentially attacks my freedom to associate; legislation that, quite frankly, probably runs counter to the Charter of Rights and Freedoms, even though your government’s last Bill of this sort was deemed illegal by the Supreme Court; legislation that does not “put families first” but which threatens families – no, puts a gun to their heads – and says to them: “we will bankrupt you if you have the gall to disagree with us or stand up for your rights”. Lastly, I am disappointed, and if I’m to be honest, I am defeated and demoralized. And I know I’m not alone. And that’s what you wanted, wasn’t it? You don’t want an improved public education system. I would love to challenge you, to defy you, sir, to say otherwise, to come to Claremont and convince me in person that this legislation will improve the public education system in BC, that it will improve the lives of children and their families across this province, by demoralizing and insulting teachers like me, by forcing a foregone, supposedly “mediated” conclusion down our throats. Sadly, you tell these lies every day, and so my challenge is useless. It is a sad day for me, and a sad day for BC. I love my job, I love the kids at Claremont, and I love Victoria, but today I really and truly thought it might be time to find a teaching job back in Ontario. You may say good riddance – we can find someone cheaper than you to do the same job. But I dare you to say that to my students. That is a challenge that perhaps I could make. ------------- My oldest daughter has been reading Animal Farm at school. (Maybe I shouldn’t tell you this – you will think that it is another reason to bring down the public school system…) After our discussion earlier tonight – and believe me when I say I did my utmost best to withhold the vitriol that must be obvious by now that I hold inside – after our family discussion my oldest daughter paused and, honest to God, said something like: “ Dad, the government are kind of like the pigs on the farm, aren’t they…? Once they get to make the rules, they kind of twist things so that they always go their way”. So, I want to thank you, Mr. Abbott. You made me so proud of my daughter tonight that I want to cry. Mark Skanks Claremont Secondary School Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 5:39 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 21 comments: AllyMarch 6, 2012 at 8:43 PM Extremely well put! Please tell me you have send this to Mr. Abbott??? When will the "pigs" listen?ReplyDelete Ms. HendraMarch 6, 2012 at 9:18 PM I love this letter. I have shared it with many people, and just sent it to a friend who is the Math Department Head in Chilliwack, and a Claremont grad, too. Thanks to Mark for such a well-written letter. TannisReplyDelete 30daysofautismMarch 6, 2012 at 9:37 PM This is fabulous!! Thank you!ReplyDelete AmandaMarch 6, 2012 at 10:46 PM Credit should be given to Mark Skanks as author of this letter.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeMarch 7, 2012 at 8:51 AM I did not originally include Mark's name because I hadn't asked his permission to do so. Since the cat is out of the bag anyway, I will add it now.Delete Ms. OhanaMarch 7, 2012 at 10:23 PM your challenge is not useless, they just want us to think it is... but the very fact that they have to address us and our challenges means they hear us loud and clear.... at the end of the day.. remember you still have your vote.... make it hurt the same way they've hurt usDelete Reply SDMURPHY3March 6, 2012 at 11:22 PM Thank you for putting into words how I feel about the future of education in this Province. I moved my family here from Quebec to avoid the French controversy and give my children a better chance. I am very proud to say my daughter is an excellent teacher, but she like many of you good ones is thinking of moving on. I guarantee you if they pass Bill 22 I will vote anything but Liberal in 2013. Your daugther, God bless her, is absolutely right.ReplyDelete SabrinaBaileyMarch 6, 2012 at 11:53 PM Mark, I would not be where I am today if you hadn't taken me on as a practicum student. I watched you pour your heart and soul into your students - and me. Please do not leave, the kids at Claremont need you! The government should be the ones who buckle, not us. I am teaching 2 classes of 30 for "Essentials Math 10" (AW 10) and I cannot believe how much class sizes have exploded, even in the short time between my own high school years and my teaching career. I logistically cannot give my students the help they need in the time I have, and it is ludicrous to believe such a short time ago they would literally have had twice the amount of time per person, per day (assuming a class size under 15). I had a student drop out of school last week due to lack of attendance due to giving up, which I would like to argue is largely due to being pushed through a broken system for so long. Behind that child I have a long list of kids at risk to do the same... is this the kind of future our government has in store for our kids? Every kid who is withdrawn from my school breaks my heart because I know their educational system (not their teachers) has let them down. Sabrina Bailey North Peace SecondaryReplyDelete UnknownMarch 7, 2012 at 8:23 AM Thank you so much for this eloquent letter, Mark. I've sent it to my MLA because we have the same issues in Chilliwack and the rest of the province. Jody Raabe Mount Slesse Middle School, SD33ReplyDelete EleanaMarch 7, 2012 at 7:34 PM Thank-you for your passionate words... I will be sharing them with my colleagues. Eleana P. Citadel Middle School, SD43ReplyDelete lrnalotMarch 8, 2012 at 12:05 AM In sum, the short term gains touted by proponents of Bill 22 will result in even more disenfranchised youth, deeper and longer lasting negativity toward the Liberal Government and Politics in general, and more teachers applying for disability or leaving BC outright. Thanks for speaking so eloquently to these important issues.ReplyDelete Richard AustenMarch 8, 2012 at 2:06 AM I am also a BC teacher - now teaching in Hong Kong. I have floated the idea on facebook a few times but I will say it here. The government's tactic of the fines is to essentially stop a teacher walk-out. Strikes are illegal. The way to circumvent this action by the government is to organize teachers to hand in their resignations "en masse" including all TOCs (for which I was one). I'll grant you this is somewhat dangerous high stakes game to play - but it is one that must be played if Bill 22 goes through as that bill is a union busting bill anyway. The government can't fine someone who quits their job. We'll call it the "organization" rather than the BCTF and if government wants teachers back they'll have to talk to the BCTF - err "the Organization." It takes something along this drastic action to save the teaching union in BC because I can tell you something right now - the government does not care the least bit about these letters - they don't care about marches in Victoria - The Liberals are sitting back and laughing that they just saved three days of salaries and heating bills for all the schools. Their voters (which is the majority) support crushing the Teaching union despite all the chatter we see on facebook and other social media - we may get support from those friends but those ore OUR friends who arguably ore of similar mindedness on issues like this. I suspect the vast majority of Liberal voters want the Union to die. So it's time to stop the letter and the appeals to the liberal "heart of gold" and realize that that heart is ice. It's not the time to send in the BCTF Poodle to fight the Liberal T-REX - it's time to play some serious hardball - 40,000 teachers resign - effective the day after Spring Break ends. You want the teachers back - you hire them all back under the BCTF union (ie as if there was no resignation).ReplyDelete Replies AlexMarch 9, 2012 at 11:08 AM This is called (or is similar to) 'work-to-rule' (which I believe is what's been done so far...) Yes. It is worth this.Delete Reply RommelMarch 8, 2012 at 11:36 AM Hi, I found this blog once, then lost it. Took me forever to come back and find it. I wanted to see what comments you got. Nice blog by the way.I must take this opportunity to write to you from my heart.I Really enjoyed your blog.I have never read such a wonderful article. Resignation Letter ReplyDelete alientoinquirytooMarch 8, 2012 at 9:18 PM Dear Tara Ehrcke, You have stolen the words and ideas from my mouth! I could not have put it any better and I am the first one to sign up for your letter writing campaign. I have thought for a long time that our only recourse is to resign en-masse or all take stress leaves at the same time, either way there is no way that they win! Thank you for this... Andre KozakReplyDelete Replies alientoinquirytooMarch 8, 2012 at 9:26 PM I guess I should thank Tara for posting this and Mark for the writing and Richard for the ultimate solution! Thanks...Delete Reply alyxpottsMarch 9, 2012 at 7:59 AM "You may say good riddance – we can find someone cheaper than you to do the same job. But I dare you to say that to my students. That is a challenge that perhaps I could make." I had Mr.Skanks for math last year and he's amazing. So I think if you said those things to us "the students" we'd have a lot of kind words about Mr.Skanks and his teaching abilities/wisdom. And quite the opposite of "kind words" for you putting him and all our other teachers through all this.ReplyDelete AlexMarch 9, 2012 at 11:07 AM Brilliant letter! Well put! Passing it on!ReplyDelete Mrs.BMarch 12, 2012 at 9:50 AM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Mrs.BMarch 12, 2012 at 9:51 AM THANK YOU! Well said - I will be sharing this with colleagues in Burnaby & Surrey. Avril Broekhuizen Chilliwack Secondary, SD33ReplyDelete Mrs. D. ThiesenMarch 12, 2012 at 9:59 PM I've shared this on twitter. I was a top university student as well and encouraged to go into medicine but chose teaching...I love teaching, but did I make a mistake? I'm so insulted.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ▼  March (12) Bill 22 and Class Size/Class Composition BC Liberals: You reap what you sow... From public to private: a subtle path What is this dispute about? Putting equity last, a... Walk out pamphlet - arguments for full withdrawal ... Teachers debate a response to Bill 22 Lessons from the US - when unions don't strike to ... Lessons from history - legislation and illegal str... How do teachers defeat Bill 22? Critical thinking and Bill 22 - A teacher rebuts G... What is this strike about? A moving letter from a ... Public education - Christy: it's about equality ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141007,www.huffingtonpost.ca,http://www.huffingtonpost.ca/amanda-reaume/how-to-get-scholarships_b_5940616.html,You Don't Have to Be a Straight-A Student to Get a Scholarship | Amanda Reaume View mobile site October 7, 2014 Huffpost Canada Living ca Edition: ca Show/Hide Brasil BR Canada CA Deutschland DE España ES France FR Italia IT 日本 (Japan) JP 한국 (Korea) KR Maghreb MG United Kingdom UK United States US Region: ALL Show/Hide All Canada Alberta British Columbia Québec (en français) Follow Newsletters Get Canada LivingNewsletters Email address Enter Email Address Huffington Post Search Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search iOS app Android app More Log in Create Account Notifications 0 $USERNAME Profile Settings Logout FRONT PAGE Politics Ford Still Doesn't Understand Racism 51 Unvetted Judge Joins Supreme Court 43 Kenney Posts Photos Of Iraqi Children To Make Case For ISIL Airstrikes 91 Clinton: Canadian Help In ISIL Fight 'Indispensable' 44 Canadians Left In A Fog Of War 42 Go to Politics More in Politics The Pulse Stephen Harper You Might Also Like US Politics UK Politics Business Porn Company Has A Raunchy Deal For Air Canada Pilots 3 Sun News Just Lost Its Main Source Of Content; What Now? 49 Canadian Cities Surprisingly Unpopular Destinations For Workers 0 This Is How You Rack Up U.S. Roaming Charges While In Canada 14 Look What China Might Actually Build 47 Go to Business More in Business Small Business Money You Might Also Like Tech TechCrunch Autoblog WorldPost Spanish Nurse First To Contract Ebola Outside West Africa 518 It's Been 3 Weeks Since Anyone's Seen Kim And Rumors Are Swirling 97 3 New Findings On ISIS Weapons That You Should Know About 39 WHO: More Cases Of Ebola In Europe Unavoidable 154 Turkish President Says Syrian Town Under Islamic State Siege Is About To Fall 213 Go to WorldPost More in WorldPost Foreign Affairs World Elections Arab Uprising Afghanistan War Syria Crisis You Might Also Like Travel Impact Living 100 Pumpkin Carvings That Will Inspire You 0 Fried Maple Leaves Are A Delicacy In Japan, And We're Jealous 6 WATCH: HuffPost Readers School Us On Toronto's Real Must-Eats 2 Toronto Dubbed Fourth Most Livable City In The World 0 33 Signs You Live In Liberty Village 1 Go to Living You Might Also Like Healthy Living Food Recipes Divorce Women Parentdish Green Post50 Weddings Style Best Halloween Costumes For Men And Women 0 Most Offensive Products In Retail 3 JLaw Goes Topless For Vanity Fair 0 Bridesmaid Dresses You'll Wear Again 0 Canadian Model Coco Rocha Is Pregnant! 4 Go to Style More in Style Beauty Fashion Celeb Style Entertaining and Etiquette Stylelist Canada Wedding Style Home Style You Might Also Like Style (U.S.) Weddings Stylelist Canada Entertainment Kris Jenner Opens Up About The Late Robert Kardashian 6 Blake Lively Is Pregnant! 30 Mariah Carey Proves She's Not Lip-Synching 42 Is This Where George Clooney And Amal Alamuddin Honeymooned? 7 Pregnant Kelly Rowland Poses Topless In Black And White Photo Shoot 2 Go to Entertainment You Might Also Like Music Celebrity TV Moviefone Arts The Glamorous History Of Pin-Up Like You've Never Seen It Before 3 1 Here Are A Bunch Of F*cking Delightful Artsy Cat Photos. You're Welcome. 3 This Is What It Really Looks Like To Be A Modern Day Nun 8 New Animation-Inspired Art Show Will Make You Yearn For Saturday Morning Cartoons 0 Go to Arts You Might Also Like Books Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Religion Alberta 20 Puppies Found Abandoned In Field 6 Anti-Abortion Postcard Targets Tory MP.. Again 26 Mystery 'GPO Girl' Turns Up In Calgary 3 Major Saskatchewan Train Derailment 2 Dozens Of Dead Cats Found, Another 62 Euthanized 0 Go to Alberta More in Alberta Alberta Politics Alberta Business Alison Redford Calgary Edmonton British Columbia B.C. Teen Killed By Train Was Wearing Headphones, Texting: RCMP 13 Anthem Singer's Fall Is Lesson In Showmanship 3 Pastafarian Loses B.C. Driver's Licence Over Holy Colander 0 Elderly Asian Women Attacked In Vancouver 0 Lawyers Of Convicted Surrey Six Gangsters Want Mistrial 3 Go to British Columbia More in British Columbia B.C. Politics B.C. Business Christy Clark Vancouver All Sections News Canada Politics Canada Business US Politics US Business World Media Sports Education Crime Weird News Good News Daily Finance Entertainment Entertainment Music TV Celebrity Comedy Arts Books Moviefone Life & Style Living Style Home Healthy Living Taste Weddings Travel Parents Divorce HuffPost 50 Marlo Thomas OWN Tech & Science Tech Science Green Techcrunch Engadget TUAW Joystiq Voices Impact Women Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Religion College Teen Local Quebec (French) Calgary Montreal Ottawa Toronto Vancouver Winnipeg Mapquest Patch.com Our Mobile Apps: iPhone iPad HuffPost Live iPad Android Phone Android Tablet Living Healthy Living Food Recipes Divorce Women Parents Green Parentdish Post50 Weddings Fried Maple Leaves Are A Delicacy In Japan, And We're Jealous 2014-10-06 15:13:16 33 Signs You Live In Liberty Village 2014-10-06 17:20:38 100 Pumpkin Carvings That Will Inspire You 2014-10-06 12:57:00 Fight Acne With.. Grapes? 2014-10-02 11:04:33 8 Co-Workers You Really Don't Want To Deal With 2014-10-06 13:52:27 Baby Elephant's Fall And Rescue Is The Only Pick-Me-Up You Need 2014-10-03 13:40:28 Canada's Blood Inventory Is 'Critically Low' 2014-10-01 10:13:18 One Of The World's 'Most Romantic Cities' Is Right Here In Canada 2014-10-04 12:02:22 Previous Story Next Story The Blog Featuring fresh takes and real-time analysis from HuffPost's signature lineup of contributors Amanda Reaume Become a fan Writer and Founder, Millennial Personal Finance Email You Don't Have to Be a Straight-A Student to Get a Scholarship Posted: 10/07/2014 12:40 pm EDT Updated: 5 hours ago Share Tweet Email Comment tumblr reddit When you think of a typical scholarship winner, what kind of student comes to mind? Do you think of the student with straight As? Or the one who is involved in all the extracurricular activities? Or maybe you think of the star student athlete? These star students are often the ones that win the biggest scholarships. You read about them in your local paper and hear about them on the news. The problem is that these students' very public success gives people a false impression about scholarships. As an applications and scholarship consultant, I meet students all the time who believe they have no chance of winning scholarships. Maybe they don't have the highest marks, or they haven't done a lot of extracurricular activities. They might apply for a few scholarships that are looking for the types of star students that I mentioned above and then they get discouraged when they don't receive anything. Find the Pool of Money With Your Name on It I like to tell these students that there are many different pools of scholarship money. Universities and colleges often have one pool of money that they use as a way to attract the very smartest students. They also often have another pool of money to help students who have financial need. Some schools want more leaders in their ranks and so have a pool of money for leadership scholarships. Other schools want people from diverse backgrounds and so have a pool of money to help those applicants. And that's not even starting on external scholarships where people offer awards for all kinds of things like being left-handed, tall, or even a D student. What each student needs to do is find the scholarship pool that is right for them. Sometimes this is hard to remember since leadership scholarships and the marks-based scholarships are often the largest, and most talked about scholarships. Who wouldn't pay attention to a $70,000 scholarship like the TD Canada Trust Scholarship that I was a finalist for? $70,000 is a lot of money. But if you aren't that student who does all the extracurricular activities, then you're wasting your time and that could mean you miss out on other smaller scholarships that you have a much better chance of winning. But Isn't Applying A Lot of Work? There is a lot involved in a successful scholarship application. But if you create what I like to call a good scholarship story beforehand, you save a lot of time. Still, many scholarships will want you to write or submit very specific things and while you can often repurpose some parts of one scholarship application for another scholarship application, for a better chance of success it is best if you customize your application for each scholarship. But consider these numbers. The average scholarship is $2,000 and generally you have to apply for 10 scholarships to win one award. Let's say applying for those 10 scholarships will take about 50 hours. How much would you earn per hour at that rate? You would earn $40 per hour. I don't know very many teenagers who can make that much per hour! Also, if that money means that you need fewer student loans then you need to factor in the extra money in interest that you're saving. What's more, aside from just giving you money, scholarships are also great to put on your resume. Potential employers, graduate school admissions committees, and, yes, other scholarship committees love to see you've received other awards. But, I Don't Have Time To Apply Sure, applying for scholarships takes time. But if you start early and spread it out over the year, it doesn't need to consume all your time and energy. Scholarship deadlines come at different times, after all, so you could get by with only spending a few hours every week working on scholarship applications. Decide to commit to the process and apply for scholarships instead of watching TV one night, or playing video games. Or spend one or two lunch hours a week in the library at your school working. When I was applying for scholarships, I was also working two part-time jobs for a total of 20 hours per week, spending 10-15 hours a week doing volunteer work, and working hard to keep my grades up. But I started in the summer and I realized the importance of making time for scholarship applications. The key is to make it a priority. But what if you didn't start in the summer like I did and now you're in the middle of the hustle and bustle of the school year and all your extra-curricular commitments? You can only work with the time you have so I would suggest spending as much time as possible getting the materials for your application ready. Want to go out with friends? Maybe skip this weekend. Your older self will thank you someday. Then, you need to prioritize which scholarships to apply for. By devoting your time to the scholarships you have the highest chance of winning, you're far more likely to be successful and you'll waste less time applying for scholarships for which you would have a lower chance of success. Why Scholarships Are Worth it When I graduated debt-free with $40,000 in the bank, I had a lot of freedom. I wasn't tied down to paying off student loans and could do work that I was passionate about. Because I took jobs at small organizations that didn't pay very well but where I had a lot of responsibility, I was able to gain the experience I needed to quickly move ahead. I'm much farther along now in my career and make more money than if I had taken a better paying job when I graduated with less responsibility. ALSO ON HUFFPOST: Close  Really Unique And Sometimes Weird Scholarships of   Are you tall? If you're a man who is at least 6'2" or a woman who is at least 5'10", you may be eligible for the Tall Clubs International Scholarship worth $1,000. In the photo: China's former NBA superstar Yao Ming, a newly elected member of Chinese People's Political Consultative Conference (CPPCC) of Shanghai, takes part in a meeting of Shanghai People's Congress in Shanghai on January 10, 2011. Not content with owning a basketball team, studying business and making wine, China's former NBA superstar Yao Ming has now become the youngest -- and tallest -- legislative advisor in Shanghai. If you're the type of person who thinks Pibb Xtra cannot possibly substitute for a nice cold Dr. Pepper, then you could get a couple thousand bucks for your loyalty. Dr. Pepper wants to reward its most loyal collegiate fans with $2,500 scholarships. The comedy website CollegeHumor announced it will give away two $5,000 scholarships to lucky-but-average students for "being themselves." In a statement announcing the scholarship, CollegeHumor argued that plenty of funds already help academically gifted students, but staff wanted to create an award for the "majority of students who fall somewhere in the middle." “Some of the funniest, longest-serving writers at CollegeHumor—myself included—were unexceptional students," said Streeter Seidell, editor-in-chief of CollegeHumor.com. "We did our work and got decent grades, but we never really stood out in either direction academically. And now, in these difficult economic times, it's getting harder and harder for average students like we were to get free money for no reason at all." So what if you're not that tall? You can still grab a $1,000 scholarship from the Billy Barty Foundation if you are diagnosed with a form of dwarfism. In the photo: Actor Verne Troyer attends the premiere of Columbia Pictures' 'Jack And Jill' at the Regency Village Theatre on November 6, 2011 in Westwood, California. (Photo by David Livingston/Getty Images) Tell your younger siblings to get really good at shooting marbles, because they could win a nice scholarship at the National Marble Tournament. The catch is they have be between 7 and 14 years old. Photo Credit: Asbestos Duck Brand Duct Tape offers a generous scholarship for people who make their prom dress out of duct tape. Versatility is an amazing thing! If you're a college student with an interest in entering the confectionery industry, you could be eligible for a $5,000 scholarship. What a sweet deal, eh? In the photo: Items from the candy bar at Bloomingdale's Loyallist Launch Party at Bloomingdale's 59th Street Store on March 8, 2012 in New York City. (Photo by Amy Sussman/Getty Images for Bloomigdales) We've never met anyone with the last name of Zolp, but if we do, we're going to make sure they know there's a scholarship waiting for them at Loyola University Chicago. Photo of Loyola's campus. Photo Credit: Amerique Refusing to eat meat could net you a $5,000 scholarship from the Vegetarian Resource Group. The American Fire Sprinkler Association gives away $20,000 in scholarships. To enter you must take a short quiz on fire sprinklers. Photo Credit: Fruggo  Share  Tweet  ✖ Advertisement Share this ✖ close Current Slide Follow Amanda Reaume on Twitter: www.twitter.com/Millennialpf More: Scholarship Scholarship Canada Winning a Scholarship How to Win a Scholarship Scholarship Types Scholarship Tips This Blogger's Books and Other Items from... The Complete Guide to a Debt-Free Education: How to choose a school, win scholarships, make money, and live frugally! by Amanda Reaume   Click here to view Conversations Conversations Most Popular 100 Pumpkin Carvings That Will Inspire You Pinterest Fried Maple Leaves Are A Delicacy In Japan, And We're Jealous Lens On Japan WATCH: HuffPost Readers School Us On Toronto's Real Must-Eats CookiesandTomatoes.com Toronto Dubbed Fourth Most Livable City In The World Getty Images One Of The World's 'Most Romantic Cities' Is Right Here In Canada Getty Images 33 Signs You Live In Liberty Village FLICKR: CARLOS PACHECO 8 Co-Workers You Really Don't Want To Deal With Creatas Images via Getty Images 30 Halloween Costumes For Kids That Are Too Cute For Words Pinterest 30 Cute Costumes For Pets That Will Make You Want More Pets Etsy Where to Find The Best Cheap Eats In Canada Guu 'Healthy' Cereals Ranked By How Much Sugar They Have Kellogs/Kashi/General Mills Fight Acne With.. Grapes? Jim Delillo via Getty Images How This Woman Went From Trendy Diets To Personal Trainer Abbie Hunt 20 Pumpkin Pie Ideas That Will Improve Your Thanksgiving Menu HP A First Nations Thanksgiving Could Be The Truest To History David Wolfman FOLLOW HUFFPOST Email Email Address Options HuffPost Daily Brief Living Get top stories and blog posts emailed to me each day.. Facebook HuffPost Living Twitter HuffPost Follow Living Follow Google Plus HuffPost Living RSS The Huffington Post Living All RSS / Feeds Phone Available on the App Store Android App on Google Play Get it at Blackberry App World Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search advertise log in make HuffPost your home page RSS careers FAQ user agreement privacy policy comment policy about us about our ads contact us Copyright ©2014 TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. "The Huffington Post" is a registered trademark of TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. All rights reserved. Part of AOL Lifestyle Use this form to alert a HuffPost editor about a factual or typographical error in this story. Notify message * Required * * * What kind of error is this? Choose an option Factual or typographical Comment moderation problem Rights and permissions Other * What is the correction? 0 count Describe the error here (1,000 character limit) * Type the words below so we know you are not a cyborg Sign me up for The Huffington Post's Daily Brief Thank you!)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "October is #FosterFamilyMonth. Thank you #BC for opening your homes and hearts to more than 5,900 children and youth." @John_Yap - 11:14pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7888,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 3, November/December 2004 Lord Roberts School multicultural mural by Catherine Charnell The south-facing wall of Lord Roberts Elementary School, on Bidwell Street, in Vancouver’s West End, which was previously targeted by graffiti, is now a multicultural mural. The mural project involved students from Kindergarten to Grade 7. The mural project represents the extremely multicultural student population of Lord Roberts Elementary School. Forty-three countries and 37 languages from around the world are represented by the student population. Many students speak more than one language; some, three or more. Lord Roberts Elementary School is in the heart of Vancouver’s West End. On the students’ doorstep are Stanley Park and English Bay. Many students live close to the school; multiethnic Davie and Denman streets are their reference points. Some students live in Vancouver’s Coal Harbour, a newly developed area of Vancouver along the south shore of Burrard Inlet. Their neighbours include the Bayshore Inn and the Vancouver Rowing Club to the west and the PanPacific Hotel to the east. Until recently, students attending Lord Roberts came from as far away as Yaletown, also a newly developed area of downtown Vancouver, built on the Expo 86 lands. Elementary students who live in Yaletown now attend a new school named Elsie Roy Elementary School; secondary students attend King George Secondary School. Teachers were invited to direct their students to submit designs that would depict the students’ cultures. Once the drawings were received from the student body, a committee looked over the drawings and chose 11 intermediate students to be on a design team. The design-team students worked with artist-in-residence Richard Tetrault to incorporate into the mural drawings from the entire student body. The design team consisted of Mandy Behnia, Lydia Chou, Erika and Julia Cottrell, Neil Goltiano, Angela Hu, Michelle Jaramillo, Alexandra Kolesnikova, Yan Marquez Lobik, Marimo Miyamoto, and Andrea Vukobrat. Most of the Grade 7 students who worked on the project have gone on to study at King George Secondary, located on the corner of Barclay and Denman. The project began with a proposal for an artist-in-residence grant from the Vancouver School Board. First Baptist Church, of Vancouver, provided additional funding, and Cloverdale Paint generously discounted several cans of paint for the project. Richard Tetrault, an experienced mural painter, was chosen for the project. His murals are visible throughout Vancouver, in community centres, housing developments, banks, and schools. Tetrault has explored various dimensions of collaboration while working with groups including Arts in Action, a Vancouver-based public art group, post-butoh Kokoro Dance, and schools. In 1998, Tetrault was artist co-ordinator for the community-based Walls of Change, a six-month project designed to give the community of the Downtown Eastside of Vancouver an opportunity to express both its uniqueness and its concerns. Other mural locations include The Jim Green Residence, Carnegie Centre, The Four Corners Bank, Ray Cam, Strathcona and Britannia Community Centres, The Four Sisters’ Co-operative, and Keefer Street Overpass. Once the design was agreed upon by all involved, the work went quickly and smoothly. The weather in May co-operated, and the community of Lord Roberts School came together to create a work of art that represents involvement, validation, respect, and inclusion of all cultures. Care was taken by the design team to keep the images as close as possible to the children’s original drawings. Students could immediately identify their designs on the mural. The statements by the students and parent volunteers speak volumes in describing what the project meant for them. An intermediate student, Julia Cottrell, said she felt honoured after it was finished and that every time she looks at it she feels great. Her twin sister, Erika, said that she was "delighted to be involved and loved to feel the stroke of the brush." What was important to Angela Hu was seeing the excitement and happiness in her parents’ eyes when they saw the mural. Several parents helped with the painting of the mural, and what they had to say was touching and poignant. Kelly Jogpal said, "When I was painting the mural, it was a nice feeling, seeing the students and parents working together to make the community come together as one! It is beautiful to see what a community can do when they come together." Also, in the words of another parent, Marija Igic Antonijevic, "It is beautiful because it is something that comes from the heart." Catherine Charnell teaches at Lord Roberts Elementary School, Vancouver. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media last tweet "" @ - 12:00am Follow @ last post "" facebook/ - Jan 1st Like Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7412&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 6, April 2006 Fundraising count day The Canadian Teachers’ Federation has designated May 15, 2006, National Fundraising Count Day. Teachers, principals, and parents are encouraged to use a CTF developed worksheet to do an audit of all of the fundraising that takes place in the school. You can download the form by going to www.ctf-fce.ca. How much fundraising is done in your school to support public education? Find out and share the information with your community.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/IssuesInEducation.aspx?id=11712&printPage=true,BCTF-diversity discussion group responses on Teaching to Diversity Resources  	BCTF > Issues in Education  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Issues in Education > Inclusive Education > Teaching to Diversity BCTF-diversity discussion group responses on Teaching to Diversity Resources Must Read Article on teaching to diversity 1)   Research Brief Students ' Perceptions of Instruction in Inclusion Classrooms: Implications for Students with Learning Disabilities  from Families and Advocates Partnership for Education (FAPE),  www.fape.org - click on publications, and scroll down to the title of this brief. 2) Graphic Organizers to the Rescue from Council for Exceptional Children, Teaching Exceptional Children Vol 32  No 3.  www.teachingld.org/pdf/teaching_how-tos/graphic_organizers.pdf 3) Diversity in BC Schools: A Framework (2004) :) First developed and distributed to schools in June 1001, the Framework was updated in 2004 and re-distributed as a companion to Sage, Caring and Orderly Schools: A Guide in March 2004. An easy way to get to it online is via the Ministry of Education website ... Safe, Caring and Orderly Schools homepage @ www.bced.gov.bc.ca/sco. Just click on "Safe schools related resources" and scroll down to the Diversity Framework. In particular you might find the goals section (p. 7) helpful and check out the guiding questions section (p. 23) ... great for stimulating discussion. There are some references in section 2 (p.15) Provincial Policies, Stateggies and Initiatives e.g., to curricula, learning resources, safe schools-related resources etc.) that may be helpful.  4)  The book "Courage to Teach" by Parker Palmer ISBN 0-7879-1058-9 5)  Any books by Rudolph Dreikurs regarding classroom management. 6)  Focus on ESL learners brings two to mind: Elementary teachers: What Elementary Teachers Need to Know about Language www.cal.org/ericcll/digest/0006fillmore/html Secondary Teachers: Strategies for Success: Engaging Immigrant Students in Secondary Schools www.cal.org/resources/digest/0003strategies.html Ros Kellett Vancouver 7)  Ask students to "Know thyself"! encourage them to recognize that some of their unique strengths can help others to know themselves..and vice versa. Thus, know thy community!)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet ""Everyone laughed when I said I wanted to open a button store" http://t.co/4AVIQWDBfB #smallbiz #entrepreneur" @naomiyamamoto - 06:39pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20140930,www.youtube-nocookie.com,http://www.youtube-nocookie.com/embed/4cS3S2EHmJw?rel=0,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20140925,www.familiesfundingteachers.ca,http://www.familiesfundingteachers.ca/image/jps,404 Not Found Not Found The requested URL /image/jps was not found on this server. Apache/2.2.22 (Debian) Server at www.familiesfundingteachers.ca Port 80)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141007,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/FassbenderMLA/status/323894684353175554?screen_name=FassbenderMLA&screen_name=FassbenderMLA&id=323894684353175554&id=323894684353175554,Peter Fassbender on Twitter: "Campaign ready to roll after Platform announcement @bcliberals ready to roll 4ward to only important Poll on May 14! http://t.co/S9AdlJUmTc" Twitter Search query Search Twitter Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Language: English Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Have an account? Sign in New to Twitter? Join Today » Sign In Phone, email or username Password Sign in Remember me Forgot password? Already using Twitter via text message? Follow Following Unfollow Blocked Unblock Pending Cancel Peter FassbenderVerified account ‏ @FassbenderMLA 15 Apr 2013 Campaign ready to roll after Platform announcement @bcliberals ready to roll 4ward to only important Poll on May 14! pic.twitter.com/S9AdlJUmTc Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet 1:24 PM - 15 Apr 2013 Don’t miss any updates from Peter Fassbender © 2014 Twitter About Help Ads info Close Flag this media This has already been marked as containing sensitive content. Flag this as containing potentially illegal content. Submit Cancel Learn more about flagging media Dismiss Close Previous Next Close Go to a person's profile Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Close Retweet this to your followers? Cancel Retweet Close Are you sure you want to delete this Tweet? Cancel Delete Close Block Cancel Block Add a location to your Tweets When you tweet with a location, Twitter stores that location. You can switch location on/off before each Tweet and always have the option to delete your location history. Learn more Turn location on Not now Turn off location Close Profile summary Close Your lists Close Create a new list List name Description Under 100 characters, optional Privacy Public · Anyone can follow this list Private · Only you can access this list Save list Close Close Embed this Tweet Add this Tweet to your website by copying the code below. Learn more Hmm, there was a problem reaching the server. Try again? Include parent Tweet Include media Preview Close Sign up for Twitter Not on Twitter? Sign up, tune into the things you care about, and get updates as they happen. Have an account? Sign in » Close Two-way (sending and receiving) short codes: Country Code For customers of United States 40404 (any) Canada 21212 (any) United Kingdom 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM Haiti 40404 Digicel, Voila Ireland 51210 Vodafone, O2 India 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Indonesia 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » See SMS short codes for other countries Close Confirmation)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "Gr8 event honoring Taiwan ROC w many friends @douglasbing @marvinhunt4bc @KerryLynneFindl @mhlchiu26 @prairiechinois http://t.co/85TUCQsbrI" @John_Yap - 05:40pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141008,thetyee.ca,http://thetyee.ca/Bios/Tom_Sandborn/,News, Articles & Commentary by Tom Sandborn | The Tyee About Advertise Follow Support RSS Topic Aboriginal Affairs BC Election 2013 BC Politics Education Energy Environment Federal Politics Film Food Gender + Sexuality Health Housing Labour + Industry Local Economy Media Municipal Politics Music Photo Essays Podcasts Politics Rights + Justice Science + Tech Transportation Travel Urban Planning + Architecture News Culture Opinion National MediaCheck Solutions Join Craving crack civic election coverage? Help fund it... Bios Tom Sandborn Tom Sandborn was born in Alaska and raised in the wilderness by wolves. Later, Jesuits at the University of San Francisco and radical feminists in Vancouver generously gave time and energy to the difficult task of educating and humanizing him. Tom has a formal education, too: a BA from UBC. He has been practicing the dark arts of journalism off and on ever since university, and now also has about five decades of social justice, peace and environmental campaigning under his belt. Tom's goal is to live up to the classic definition of a journalist's job from H. L. Menken - to comfort the afflicted and afflict the comfortable. Reporting Beat: Labour and social justice, health policy, and occasionally environmental issues. What is the most important issue facing British Columbians?: Two key issues face BC residents (and they're both so compelling and complex that Tom refuses to rank them): income equality and environmental degradation. Both desperately need solutions. Stories by Tom Sandborn How Labour Unions Make Us Healthier It's because inequality, by many measures, makes us sick. By Tom Sandborn, 4 Oct 2014 The End of AIDS? Not so fast, says Stephen Lewis. Beyond drugs we need social and political cures. By Tom Sandborn, 23 Sep 2014 In BC, Ample Fuels for Union Debates Pipelines spark support, opposition, from labour groups in province and across Canada. By Tom Sandborn, 10 Jun 2014 Tugboat strike averted at port, but still possible By Tom Sandborn, 6 Jun 2014 New National Labour President Vows a More Militant Approach After close CLC victory, Hassan Yussuff puts focus on mobilizing 'ground war' campaigns. By Tom Sandborn, 9 May 2014 Polled Public Opposes Privatized Canada Post Fearful that cuts spell an imminent sell-off, workers call to reinstate 'postal banking.' By Tom Sandborn, 1 May 2014 Vancouver's 'High-Needs' Patient Care under Threat, Docs Warn Gov't counters that changes at six clinics will preserve health standards and save money. By Tom Sandborn, 30 Apr 2014 Faculties at SFU, UNBC step up union organizing By Tom Sandborn, 29 Apr 2014 Retailers pressured on anniversary of lethal Bangladesh factory fire By Tom Sandborn, 24 Apr 2014 No charges laid in fatal Lakeland mill fire  By Tom Sandborn, 14 Apr 2014 Province Doubles Sawmill Inspection Staff Critics continue to press for public inquiry in the wake of two lethal fires in 2012. By Tom Sandborn, 2 Apr 2014 A New Kind of Political Force in Vancouver Embracing a cross-community US organizing style, the Metro Vancouver Alliance is born. By Tom Sandborn, 28 Mar 2014 Embattled Nurses' Union Set for Leadership Election Presidential candidates explain how they'd lead BCNU into a new era. By Tom Sandborn, 21 Feb 2014 Camped for three years, aboriginal blockaders vow to stop northern LNG pipeline By Tom Sandborn, 20 Feb 2014 As BC Universities Fret over Bottom Line, Faculties Unionize UVic votes to certify, SFU and UNBC votes to follow. By Tom Sandborn, 14 Feb 2014 Psychologically Traumatized Workers Still Get the Shaft Compensation claims plagued with obstacles, unlike those of the physically hurt, say critics. By Tom Sandborn, 24 Jan 2014 No Charges in Babine Fire Renews Call for Crackdown on Reckless Bosses Political will needed to stop preventable worker deaths: union leader. By Tom Sandborn, 17 Jan 2014 Gap slammed for refusal to sign global factory safety pact By Tom Sandborn, 15 Jan 2014 Pressure grows on Canadian retailers to commit to factory safety By Tom Sandborn, 19 Dec 2013 Unions Condemn IKEA for 'Anti-Worker Agenda' in Richmond Fight 'We truly care about our employees,' company counters, as dispute continues. By Tom Sandborn, 13 Dec 2013 Because 'Domestic Violence Is Not a Private Matter' How does abuse of women affect workplace? Canadian Labour Congress, Western U. launch research. By Tom Sandborn, 6 Dec 2013 'This is Personal': Bangladeshi Factory Worker's Plea for Safer Conditions Kalpona Akter asks Bay, other Canadian firms to sign binding safety agreement. By Tom Sandborn, 27 Nov 2013 Signs Harper Is Gearing Up to Declare War on Unions Tory tweets, convention chatter and looming legislation hint at what may be coming, say labour advocates. By Tom Sandborn, 20 Nov 2013 Total Charged to BC Employers in 2012 for Role in Worker Deaths: $129,000 Unions continue push for tougher penalties for reckless managers. By Tom Sandborn, 21 Oct 2013 Gov't Reneged on Wage Promises, Say Community Social Service Agencies Ministry counters it never agreed to chip in for raises prior to May election. By Tom Sandborn, 2 Oct 2013 New policy bars group of pregnant Victoria teachers from continuing contracts By Tom Sandborn, 24 Sep 2013 Landlord, target of DTES 'wanted' campaign, turns himself in By Tom Sandborn, 13 Sep 2013 Arrest warrants issued for notorious Downtown Eastside landlord By Tom Sandborn, 5 Sep 2013 Hard Work, Big Gains for Young Union Worker Her job isn't easy, but Krissy Murphy loves the challenge -- and financial freedom -- it offers. By Tom Sandborn, 2 Sep 2013 Ikea face-off in Richmond marked by fourth contract offer rejection By Tom Sandborn, 21 Aug 2013 Elizabeth Keliher, a powerful voice for justice on Vancouver's east side, dies By Tom Sandborn, 20 Aug 2013 BC's Little Known Resource for Unhappy Patients Health care advocates wonder why quality review boards are so under-publicized. By Tom Sandborn, 5 Aug 2013 Young Workers Face 'Crisis' of Scarce Good Jobs Under 30s churning through temp gigs, stalled in life, wondering if politicians care. By Tom Sandborn, 29 Jul 2013 Major BC construction player Kiewit fined for worker death in California By Tom Sandborn, 18 Jul 2013 Negligent Bosses Go Undercharged for Worker Deaths, Critics Say Law intended to hold reckless management accountable is woefully unenforced. By Tom Sandborn, 8 Jul 2013 Canada opts not to restrict trade with Bangladesh after factory collapse By Tom Sandborn, 3 Jul 2013 Go west and north, young workers, suggest latest StatsCan figures By Tom Sandborn, 26 Jun 2013 Big investors call on retailers to support factory safety pact in Bangladesh By Tom Sandborn, 20 Jun 2013 Richmond Ikea 'Bullying' Employees Back to Work, Union Says Company insists it cares 'tremendously' about workers as dispute drags on. By Tom Sandborn, 12 Jun 2013 SFU underpays teaching assistants for vacation, says union By Tom Sandborn, 3 Jun 2013 Activists demand public hearings for coal export project By Tom Sandborn, 23 May 2013 Loblaws Only Canadian Firm to Endorse Worker Safety Accord in Bangladesh Retail Council of Canada seeks US allies to oppose call for binding agreement. By Tom Sandborn, 21 May 2013 Union Leader to Clark: Let's Put Down the Gloves But 'don't do more of the same,' he urges Libs, while reflecting on NDP loss. By Tom Sandborn, 15 May 2013 Father of killed worker hopes for NDP gov't and Kiewit investigation By Tom Sandborn, 13 May 2013 Fiscal management slightly better under NDP: study By Tom Sandborn, 10 May 2013 Grand Chief calls Liberal Sullivan's comments on First Nations 'totally out of touch' By Tom Sandborn, 9 May 2013 BC's largest public sector union chooses new leader By Tom Sandborn, 9 May 2013 Canadian Firms Pressed on Bangladeshi Worker Deaths One retailer that sources from destroyed garment factory says it will compensate victims. By Tom Sandborn, 2 May 2013 Foreign Temp Workers Changes Not Enough: Labour Leaders FOI documents reveal need for investigation into skill levels, say union chiefs. By Tom Sandborn, 30 Apr 2013 Head of UBC social work calls for closing BC care institutions By Tom Sandborn, 29 Apr 2013 Vision councillor endorses NDP's Heyman in Vancouver-Fairview By Tom Sandborn, 25 Apr 2013 Youth can't vote, but they can march on Earth Day By Tom Sandborn, 18 Apr 2013 Labour council votes to fund pre-campaign work for NDP candidate By Tom Sandborn, 12 Apr 2013 Changes to transit service for passengers with disabilities rattle union By Tom Sandborn, 12 Apr 2013 BC First cofounder vows to 'seek the will' of voters By Tom Sandborn, 9 Apr 2013 Big Liberal Donor's Rocky Safety Record US firm Kiewit, a major player in BC construction ruled 'reckless' in worker's death, has piled up other safety violations. By Tom Sandborn, 8 Apr 2013 Civil Rights Now organizing people with disabilities for BC Election 2013 By Tom Sandborn, 2 Apr 2013 People with Disabilities Mobilizing for BC Election New laws, restoring cuts to community living on their agenda. By Tom Sandborn, 2 Apr 2013 Big firms hoard tax cut riches while economy drags: CLC By Tom Sandborn, 31 Jan 2013 SFU bargained in bad faith with CUPE staff: LRB By Tom Sandborn, 25 Jan 2013 Protect the Global Domestic Worker: Report Canada yet to ratify UN safeguard for 53 million who toil in others' homes. By Tom Sandborn, 16 Jan 2013 Peace Lessons from 'The General's Son' Born of a family of fierce fighters for Israel, Miko Peled chooses a different mission in Palestine. By Tom Sandborn, 12 Jan 2013 BC a Base for Abortion Battlers Trying New Tactics New faces of anti-choice include Langley MP Mark Warwara, Vancouver activist Mike Schouten. By Tom Sandborn, 3 Jan 2013 Anti-choice group wants 'heretic' Justin Trudeau banned from speaking By Tom Sandborn, 19 Dec 2012 Garment factory fires abroad may have Canadian connections, says activist By Tom Sandborn, 18 Dec 2012 Solidarity on Life Support? Nurses Union Steps up Raids After successful raid on Licensed Practical Nurses, BCNU gears up for more. By Tom Sandborn, 14 Dec 2012 Sharing Wisdom to Improve HIV/AIDS Treatment Delegation from Jamaica visits Vancouver to talk progress, stigma, and 'treatment as prevention.' By Tom Sandborn, 1 Dec 2012 UN Asked to Censure Canada for Failure to Prosecute Bush for Torture Complicity Human rights groups file complaint on detainees' behalf. By Tom Sandborn, 16 Nov 2012 Time for People with Disabilities to 'Make the Rules in Our Own Lives' Paul Caune of Civil Rights Now has powerful ideas for next BC election. By Tom Sandborn, 5 Nov 2012 Labour activists deliver 'Bad Boss' award to east Vancouver restaurant owner By Tom Sandborn, 1 Nov 2012 Plan now for effective disaster relief: advocates for BC residents with disabilities By Tom Sandborn, 31 Oct 2012 Thousands pledged to 'bold action' in demo against pipeline and tankers Monday in Victoria By Tom Sandborn, 20 Oct 2012 Temp Miners from China Dig up Trouble for Clark Hailed by premier as jobs coup for BC, coal mine now a lightning rod for union, enviro, First Nations anger. By Tom Sandborn, 15 Oct 2012 'We Have Started Ball Rolling' on Justice for Work Deaths 'Some satisfaction' for father of killed son, after helping press officials to prosecute negligent employers. By Tom Sandborn, 28 Sep 2012 Labour Day: Another Canadian first By Tom Sandborn, 3 Sep 2012 BC Farm Work Hell Drove Us Home, Say Guatemalans Temp workers say they fear retribution if identities known. By Tom Sandborn, 3 Sep 2012 Walking the line on labour's day By Tom Sandborn, 30 Aug 2012 BCGEU, other unions to take strike action September 5 By Tom Sandborn, 29 Aug 2012 Grieving Families Want Tougher Justice for Workplace Deaths Delegation to demand more investigation and prosecution against negligent employers. By Tom Sandborn, 28 Aug 2012 Health minister showing criminal negligence on asbestos: activist By Tom Sandborn, 23 Aug 2012 BC Gov't Ducking Action Against Illegal Billing Clinics Say Advocates Ministry of Health could cut off funding to for profit violators if it wanted says BC Health Coalition. By Tom Sandborn, 17 Aug 2012 New Quebec party promises to ban asbestos exports By Tom Sandborn, 16 Aug 2012 Achieving 'Progress' This Summer What am I reading on balmy BC days? Michael V. Smith's amazing novel set in Ontario. By Tom Sandborn, 11 Aug 2012 BCGEU president warns of more militant action By Tom Sandborn, 3 Aug 2012 Nearly 200 BCGEU members to strike over wages By Tom Sandborn, 2 Aug 2012 Hard Landing for Aveos Workers Months after their privatized former Air Canada firm collapsed, employees face unemployment, benefit cuts and uncertainty. By Tom Sandborn, 2 Aug 2012 Despite New Rules, Mentally Injured and Bullied Workers Still Disadvantaged: Critics Concerns raised that laws passed to fix BC's workers' compensation system miss the point. By Tom Sandborn, 26 Jul 2012 Epidemiologists denounce asbestos trade By Tom Sandborn, 25 Jul 2012 Two years later, abused Khaira forestry workers still waiting for redress By Tom Sandborn, 20 Jul 2012 TransLink reverses decision to cut TaxiSaver program By Tom Sandborn, 11 Jul 2012 Safety, employment standards lack for commercial cleaners and guards: study By Tom Sandborn, 5 Jul 2012 Losing Taxi Savers Program Will 'Clip Wings', Say Users At TransLink consultation, mobility-challenged passengers explain why the service must stay. By Tom Sandborn, 4 Jul 2012 The Robocall Scandal's Vancouver Link As Elections Canada investigation continues, complaints of calls in two ridings unfold. By Tom Sandborn, 2 Jul 2012 Canadian Labour Congress accused of 'selling out' Quebec students By Tom Sandborn, 22 Jun 2012 In Emergency Rooms, a Potential 'Hidden Epidemic' Vancouver study finds bad reactions to medications in patients are missed 40 per cent of time by ER doctors. By Tom Sandborn, 1 Jun 2012 Studies cite business benefits of safeguarding workers: labour groups By Tom Sandborn, 30 May 2012 Yellow Cabs Drawn into Rocky Mountaineer Labour Fight Rail line reportedly asks hotels to 'avoid' taxi company, while union is found guilty of contempt. By Tom Sandborn, 10 May 2012 Accusations Mount over Aveos Crash Ousting 2,600 Workers Air Canada's latest move against bankrupt spin-off further enrages unions. By Tom Sandborn, 4 May 2012 Pro-asbestos group closure hailed by labour advocate, NDP By Tom Sandborn, 3 May 2012 Hotel picket against Rocky Mountaineer replacement workers continues today, says picketer By Tom Sandborn, 16 Apr 2012 Hotel ousts Rocky Mountaineer replacement workers By Tom Sandborn, 13 Apr 2012 Local Subway franchise gets 'Bad Boss' award By Tom Sandborn, 10 Apr 2012 Not Your Mom and Dad's Labour Movement Young workers prepare to re-shape unions for the 21st century. By Tom Sandborn, 2 Apr 2012 Ditching fossil fuels could be 'the hardest thing humans have ever done': McKibben By Tom Sandborn, 27 Mar 2012 Congo massacre survivors seek leave to appeal case at Supreme Court By Tom Sandborn, 26 Mar 2012 Denny's foreign workers win class action certification By Tom Sandborn, 20 Mar 2012 A Community 'Knows its Own Needs Best' That's the idea behind Literacy Lives, where students create health programs that fill unique service gaps. By Tom Sandborn, 8 Mar 2012 Actors' unions support workers in Rocky Mountaineer dispute By Tom Sandborn, 27 Feb 2012 Firm No to 'Net Zero' from Social Service Workers Years at bottom of public sector pay built anger, a strike is likely, say union leaders. By Tom Sandborn, 27 Feb 2012 Galiano Island conservancy expansion will protect 'red listed' eco-communities By Tom Sandborn, 21 Feb 2012 'Like Yesterday's Trash' Locked out Teamsters at Rocky Mountaineer say they've been 'erased' by politically well-connected management. By Tom Sandborn, 17 Feb 2012 Appeal court upholds ruling on protection of orca habitat By Tom Sandborn, 10 Feb 2012 Girls' Detention Closures 'Blindside' Union, Breach Rights: Critics Centralizing youth in custody boosts alternative services, supporters counter. By Tom Sandborn, 25 Jan 2012 Pharmaceutical giant to settle Canadian class action suit on Vioxx By Tom Sandborn, 23 Jan 2012 Are Cuts to Canadian Meat Inspection a Spoiler? Gov assures safety, but critics warn of increased health risks and cost burden for BC. By Tom Sandborn, 20 Jan 2012 Thousands to rally for locked out electro-motive workers By Tom Sandborn, 10 Jan 2012 Canada should stop supporting the asbestos industry: NDP’s Pat Martin By Tom Sandborn, 9 Jan 2012 Voice from Grave Pleads for Canadian Asbestos Ban Quebec minister challenged to honour cancer victim's deathbed wish not to fund Jeffrey mine. By Tom Sandborn, 2 Jan 2012 BC opponents slam gov't ban on veils at citizenship ceremonies By Tom Sandborn, 14 Dec 2011 As Occupiers Block Port, Labour Questions Tactics 'Take protest to Bay Street and Howe Street, leave the poor working stiff alone': longshore union president. By Tom Sandborn, 14 Dec 2011 National law organization joins call to ban asbestos By Tom Sandborn, 8 Dec 2011 Asia Pacific Fdn Pressured to Disavow Former Fellow's Pro-Asbestos Stance Baljit Chadha rebuts claim his views violate ethical standards. By Tom Sandborn, 1 Dec 2011 Beware the Internet Underworld Cyberthieves and deviant hackers abound in Misha Glenny's grim portrait of organized crime online. By Tom Sandborn, 24 Nov 2011 HSA president predicts tough bargaining in 2012 By Tom Sandborn, 23 Nov 2011 Embattled Silviculture Operator Charged with Fraud, Forgery Owner of Khaira Enterprises denies allegations. Separate police investigation of a 2010 camp death continues. By Tom Sandborn, 22 Nov 2011 BC Nurses Union insurgents don antique capes to protest raid on HEU By Tom Sandborn, 11 Nov 2011 Raj Chouhan honored for long service on farmworker rights By Tom Sandborn, 10 Nov 2011 World's Largest Catering Firm Locks Out BC Workers Most are visible minority women paid $12 hourly. Compass Group profited $1.5 billion last year. By Tom Sandborn, 28 Oct 2011 BCTF Demands Government Action after Supreme Court Win As talks resume, minister sticks to class size remedy union calls 'slap in face.' By Tom Sandborn, 26 Oct 2011 David Suzuki slams corporate profiteering at Occupy Vancouver By Tom Sandborn, 23 Oct 2011 Torture victims target Bush's Surrey visit By Tom Sandborn, 19 Oct 2011 Strong labour presence at Occupy Vancouver By Tom Sandborn, 15 Oct 2011 Medicinal Grow-ops Remain Uncharted Territory Many pose hazards, say Surrey officials. But other local BC politicians worry more oversight will snuff out a good thing. By Tom Sandborn, 12 Oct 2011 Hospital Employees Union Survey is 'push polling': BCNU President By Tom Sandborn, 11 Oct 2011 Less than a third of BC nurses back raid on HEU: survey By Tom Sandborn, 5 Oct 2011 Barlow foresees 'new wave of civil disobedience' By Tom Sandborn, 30 Sep 2011 Rocky Mountaineer Lockout Goes off the Rails Judge slaps union, politicians blast owner, replacement hire whacks passenger. By Tom Sandborn, 5 Sep 2011 BC's Employer Scandal in the Woods Continues A year after being rescued from abuse, Khaira's tree planters still not paid. They may not be alone. By Tom Sandborn, 24 Aug 2011 Unions recommend 'yes' vote on social service workers' contract By Tom Sandborn, 16 Aug 2011 Quebec grants funding extension to asbestos mine By Tom Sandborn, 16 Aug 2011 'This Place Saved My Life': Inside the Rainier Hotel Meet the people who transformed a crumbling Vancouver SRO into a source of second chances. By Tom Sandborn, 5 Aug 2011 Margaret Morgan, activist, RIP By Tom Sandborn, 28 Jul 2011 Grooming Generation Activist Want to get good at creating social change? Next Up is looking for its next crop of graduates. By Tom Sandborn, 19 Jul 2011 New medical pot dispensary opens in Yaletown By Tom Sandborn, 15 Jul 2011 Clock ticking for private investment in Quebec asbestos mine By Tom Sandborn, 11 Jul 2011 Rocky Mountaineer lockout a "nasty strike": union By Tom Sandborn, 7 Jul 2011 Abbotsford, Mission Part Ways over P3 Water Project As their populations swell, the towns no longer find it easy to share. By Tom Sandborn, 6 Jul 2011 Scientists condemn Canada's stand on asbestos exports By Tom Sandborn, 23 Jun 2011 Harper's Asbestos Support 'Crassest Form of Politics': CLC Head Canada again scuttles international effort to label chrysotile exports toxic. By Tom Sandborn, 23 Jun 2011 Locked-out postal workers occupy Tory MP's offices By Tom Sandborn, 20 Jun 2011 Nickeled and Dimed: BC's Uneven Minimum Wage Bump Critics say Libs are miserly to let employers pay less to workers who serve alcohol. By Tom Sandborn, 7 Jun 2011 Pacific Gateway highway expansion hits two roadblocks By Tom Sandborn, 31 May 2011 Canadian mining company can be sued for alleged rights abuses in Africa: Judge By Tom Sandborn, 18 May 2011 When Lefty Met Margaret Working class love story inspires major gift to SFU's labour studies department. By Tom Sandborn, 16 May 2011 'We're there for you' US union head tells Canadian Labour Congress By Tom Sandborn, 13 May 2011 Layton vows to push Harper on pension reform By Tom Sandborn, 11 May 2011 Mexican Gov't Union Busting in BC, Charges Union Guest workers pressured by Mexican officials to decertify unions, says UFCW. By Tom Sandborn, 11 May 2011 Wall Street execs should go to jail, labour leader tells national convention By Tom Sandborn, 10 May 2011 Denny's worker fired for making complaint By Tom Sandborn, 9 May 2011 Guerilla arborists plant protest forest for Earth Day By Tom Sandborn, 22 Apr 2011 Medical marijuana dispensary opens in Burnaby; Emery denied transfer to Canada By Tom Sandborn, 18 Apr 2011 Will America's Anti-Union Spasm Engulf Canada? Fraser Institute conservatives openly wish for it, unions rally to vow 'no way.' By Tom Sandborn, 18 Apr 2011 Nearly 300 commit to taking action in Stop Coal Campaign as province has record coal exports By Tom Sandborn, 15 Apr 2011 B.C. strategically placed to slow down global warming/climate change, says author McKibben By Tom Sandborn, 11 Apr 2011 'Woman of the Year' Is Out of a Job Provincial cuts finally catch up with Cranbrook’s Women's Resource Centre run by Vicky Dalton. By Tom Sandborn, 31 Mar 2011 'The Coca-Cola Case' More than a documentary, it's a vehicle for a global movement for corporate accountability and union rights. By Tom Sandborn, 25 Mar 2011 George Abbott addresses BCTF, asks for 'peace' By Tom Sandborn, 23 Mar 2011 Teachers' union prepares to fight wage freeze By Tom Sandborn, 22 Mar 2011 Denny's responds to class action suit By Tom Sandborn, 21 Mar 2011 BC Activist Fights the Union Busting States of America In Madison, where labour rights are under siege, a BC unionist joins the protest. By Tom Sandborn, 11 Mar 2011 Unions charge bias at BC Labour Relations board By Tom Sandborn, 1 Mar 2011 Cheated treeplanters face long wait for payment By Tom Sandborn, 24 Feb 2011 Gulf Island nature centre for city kids hits fundraising halfway mark By Tom Sandborn, 22 Feb 2011 Liberal leadership hopefuls ignore children and youth survey By Tom Sandborn, 16 Feb 2011 BC's Paralyzed Child Protection System If Judge Ted Hughes can resolve the latest 'near stand-off', he'll chalk up a rare win in a century of setbacks. By Tom Sandborn, 16 Feb 2011 Dockworkers, employers swap charges during contract bargaining By Tom Sandborn, 9 Feb 2011 A System Broken and 21 Babies Dead The shocking diagnosis and prescribed fixes from BC's independent children's watchdog. By Tom Sandborn, 28 Jan 2011 BC Health Minister too busy to meet with MP about drug watchdog By Tom Sandborn, 25 Jan 2011 Province may have to cover Khaira's costs: BCFED By Tom Sandborn, 25 Jan 2011 Foreign Workers Seek Legal Grand Slam against Denny's $10 million class action suit says contract terms weren't respected, a claim management denies. By Tom Sandborn, 24 Jan 2011 Welcome to Canada, Now You're under Arrest Bill C-49 would create two classes of refugees, and a lot of hardship. By Tom Sandborn, 5 Jan 2011 Pot for Pain? This Is Your Law on Drugs Canada's medical marijuana regime in shambles, say critics. By Tom Sandborn, 20 Dec 2010 National dispute over unions 'raiding' sparks BC Fed convention split By Tom Sandborn, 5 Dec 2010 Construction accidents shake labour leaders in Vancouver By Tom Sandborn, 2 Dec 2010 Scenes from a Showdown at the Hyatt A surge of unionized room cleaners claiming their jobs are unnecessarily crippling sent a message to management. By Tom Sandborn, 29 Nov 2010 Canadian Mining Firm Accused of Complicity in Congo Killings Lawsuit highlights need for firmer hand in Ottawa, say human rights groups. Anvil Mining denies culpability. By Tom Sandborn, 26 Nov 2010 Making BC a Green Jobs Machine No fossil fuels, zero carbon emissions, better employment. A CCPA report says it's doable in BC. By Tom Sandborn, 21 Oct 2010 Hard Thanksgiving for Injured Farm Workers BC pickers were hurt while riding unprotected with produce bound for holiday tables -- adding to history of carnage. By Tom Sandborn, 11 Oct 2010 Class Struggle for Beginners Allan Engler's 'Economic Democracy' is more than an attempt to rebrand Marxism for the 21st century. By Tom Sandborn, 5 Oct 2010 Conflict of Interest 'Infects' BC Drug Review Panel: Critics Risks said to rise as pharma helps OK drugs for use in province now. By Tom Sandborn, 4 Oct 2010 A Decade's Slide in Help for Hurt Workers Liberal changes to WorkSafe BC have eroded payments, rehab for those injured on the job. Computer glitches fuel criticism. By Tom Sandborn, 29 Sep 2010 Skip Hotel Room Cleaning? That's Not 'Green' Says Union Workers protest option given guests at luxury hotels, launch boycott of Vancouver Hyatt. By Tom Sandborn, 24 Sep 2010 'Biggest Rollback of Worker Rights in Canadian History' That's how one scholar terms Campbell-era policies. Part two of the decade's top 10 labour stories. By Tom Sandborn, 7 Sep 2010 The Decade's Top Labour Stories In BC Ten key ways working in this province changed in the Campbell era. First of two parts. By Tom Sandborn, 6 Sep 2010 Off the Bus: Fired Driver Says He's a Victim of Politics Marwan Marwan says he's no 'time thief' and views against war, racism, pollution cost his job. By Tom Sandborn, 4 Aug 2010 John Sloan's Gift to the Fragile Elderly The BC doctor and author advocates a more dignified, less expensive way to help frail seniors. By Tom Sandborn, 26 Jul 2010 Equality for women high on global labour conference’s agenda By Tom Sandborn, 25 Jun 2010 'Tar sands devastate workers' lives too': new Greenpeace leader By Tom Sandborn, 25 Jun 2010 Right and Left Agree: Tax Financial Activities At Vancouver labour meet, world financial leaders align with trade union reform agenda, sort of. By Tom Sandborn, 25 Jun 2010 Trade unionists from five continents rally in Vancouver By Tom Sandborn, 24 Jun 2010 Global Labour Frames Future in Vancouver Nine-hundred delegates from all over the world to vote on green social justice agenda. By Tom Sandborn, 21 Jun 2010 Nurses' raids on rival union struck down by LRB By Tom Sandborn, 19 Jun 2010 On to Ottawa Trek anniversary to be celebrated By Tom Sandborn, 3 Jun 2010 What Do We Owe Our Guest Workers? Debate rises over how to lower abuse, and whether to make staying easier. By Tom Sandborn, 1 Jun 2010 Poll shows support for increasing early childhood spending By Tom Sandborn, 28 Apr 2010 Mainstream media mum on broad coalition's planned protest By Tom Sandborn, 8 Apr 2010 Will BC's New Teaching Universities Try to Break Their Unions? Administration letters have faculty associations worried. By Tom Sandborn, 31 Mar 2010 EI Running out for 500,000 Unemployed Canadians Stretch the program, urges labour, pointing to system's $55 billion surplus. By Tom Sandborn, 12 Feb 2010 Don't Dare Use Students as Scabs during Olympics: CUPE Paramedics union considering boycott if student volunteers handle Games emergencies. By Tom Sandborn, 21 Jan 2010 Budget Hits Will 'Basically Gut' AIDS Vancouver Lower Mainland HIV service groups say government funding cuts will end up costing public more. By Tom Sandborn, 21 Dec 2009 Philippines Bloody for Unionists, But Invest There Says Ottawa Canada's government is too quiet on abuses say human rights advocates. By Tom Sandborn, 25 Nov 2009 Put aside $3 Billion for the Kids That's how much more BC needs to spend on vulnerable pre-schoolers, say researchers. They call it a bargain. By Tom Sandborn, 20 Nov 2009 The View from a HandyDart Driver's Seat People are mad at strikers for stranding the disabled. Here's another side you haven't heard. By Tom Sandborn, 12 Nov 2009 Demolition begins at Little Mountain By Tom Sandborn, 6 Nov 2009 Daycare Serving BC's Poorest Forced to Dump Kids Funding cuts ignore research on early childhood investment, say advocates. By Tom Sandborn, 2 Nov 2009 Nurses' union faces rank and file rebellion By Tom Sandborn, 29 Oct 2009 Paramedics to vote on 'repugnant' government offer By Tom Sandborn, 1 Oct 2009 Autistic kids need services, not bricks: parents By Tom Sandborn, 30 Sep 2009 Halt For-Profit Clinics: UBCM Resolution BC municipalities to ponder denouncing 'private, for-profit surgical and MRI/CT facilities.' By Tom Sandborn, 29 Sep 2009 BC employees' union blasts BC nurses' union By Tom Sandborn, 18 Sep 2009 Laundry closure will cost more than 80 union jobs: Hospital Employees Union By Tom Sandborn, 18 Sep 2009 Labour Pains at the Nurses Union BCNU punished for 'raiding' other unions in drive to gain associate members. By Tom Sandborn, 9 Sep 2009 Supreme Court Showdown for Private Clinics How two BC lawsuits could change health care in Canada. By Tom Sandborn, 7 Sep 2009 Striking Paramedics to meet with labour minister By Tom Sandborn, 4 Sep 2009 Housing Policies Could Help Prevent AIDS, Says Study Research on B.C. needle drug users links homelessness to unsafe sex and persistent addiction. By Tom Sandborn, 24 Aug 2009 Delta house demolition blocked by Gateway protesters By Tom Sandborn, 23 Jul 2009 When Unions Collide Telecom workers union imposes 'soft lockout' on its own professional staff. By Tom Sandborn, 21 Jul 2009 More Legal Twists to Migrant Workers' Unionizing Attempt Greenway Farms loses try at decertifying, but matter isn't closed. By Tom Sandborn, 3 Jul 2009 Setback for Historic Effort to Unionize Guest Farm Workers Shuffled work force votes to decertify UFCW. By Tom Sandborn, 29 Jun 2009 Tension High at Abortion Clinics Diatribe against 'Tiller the Killer' circulated by Canadian anti-choice group. By Tom Sandborn, 25 Jun 2009 Rights group calls for removal of RCMP's top cop By Tom Sandborn, 11 Jun 2009 BC Housing applies for Little Mountain demolition permits By Tom Sandborn, 10 Jun 2009 Cleared terror suspect can come home, Federal Court rules By Tom Sandborn, 4 Jun 2009 James, Campbell Make Their Pitches to Trade Union Members The leaders on public works, job safety, training, the minimum wage and more. By Tom Sandborn, 30 Apr 2009 Province's New Counting Makes Homeless Disappear, Say Critics Numbers just for internal use says ministry. By Tom Sandborn, 30 Mar 2009 'Working Alone' Safeguards Slide Outraged father of 'gas and dash' victim says officials eroded 'Grant's Law.' By Tom Sandborn, 9 Mar 2009 BC foster care in crisis, report and social workers agree By Tom Sandborn, 8 Mar 2009 Jobless? Why You Might Not Get Employment Insurance 'Reforms' fattened surpluses, failed to prepare for bad times say critics. By Tom Sandborn, 19 Feb 2009 CP derailments follow cuts to track maintenance: union By Tom Sandborn, 9 Feb 2009 Picking a nursing home? Read the fine print on profit By Tom Sandborn, 4 Feb 2009 Illegal Law Cost $84 Million, but Abbott Has No Regrets Health worker: Bill 29 wrecked my life. By Tom Sandborn, 4 Feb 2009 Fixing the Real Economy Labour economist Jim Stanford focuses on workers, not paper wealth. By Tom Sandborn, 28 Jan 2009 Vancouver cops scoop journalist By Tom Sandborn, 27 Jan 2009 CanWest pushes to drop ‘firewall’ between print and TV newsrooms By Tom Sandborn, 16 Jan 2009 Israeli consulates occupied in protests against Gaza incursion By Tom Sandborn, 8 Jan 2009 Reforms needed to reduce construction deaths: study By Tom Sandborn, 8 Jan 2009 Lift Kids Out of Poverty, Protect Their Brains UBC researcher adds to growing data on physical cost of being young and poor. By Tom Sandborn, 6 Jan 2009 Factory Grabs by Workers Coming? If bailouts fail to save jobs, unions may crank up militant tactics. By Tom Sandborn, 31 Dec 2008 A Prairie Marxist's Memoir From young communist to senior citizen fighting for health rights. At 95, Ben Swankey tells his story. By Tom Sandborn, 24 Nov 2008 'Functional cure' for AIDS to be tested in Canadian lab By Tom Sandborn, 18 Nov 2008 Top Private Health Player in BC Slammed for 'Windfall' Profits John Laing firm rebuked in parliament of UK, where it is based. By Tom Sandborn, 12 Nov 2008 Obama’s era: Return to the Yaletown pub By Tom Sandborn, 5 Nov 2008 US ’08: Welcome to Vancouver’s Obamaland By Tom Sandborn, 4 Nov 2008 Salmon farming protest goes to the UN By Tom Sandborn, 3 Nov 2008 The Meltdown, Seen from Below What union leaders, labour experts and anti-poverty activists say needs to be done. By Tom Sandborn, 3 Nov 2008 Company failure may mean bye-bye for guest workers By Tom Sandborn, 26 Sep 2008 BC Artificial Hip Suppliers Kick up Investigations Some devices recalled; kickbacks probed in US. By Tom Sandborn, 25 Sep 2008 Activists claim victory after Ottawa arms show tanked By Tom Sandborn, 24 Sep 2008 Harper slammed for failing to support elected Afghan woman By Tom Sandborn, 23 Sep 2008 Harper government yanked Sierra Club climate grant By Tom Sandborn, 21 Sep 2008 BC hospitals may have installed prostheses from factory criticized by FDA By Tom Sandborn, 12 Sep 2008 Cop critic Byers watched VPD soothe suicidal man By Tom Sandborn, 8 Sep 2008 Downtown Eastside policing may threaten HIV treatment By Tom Sandborn, 7 Sep 2008 Fraser Canyon find shows Chinese Canadian past By Tom Sandborn, 6 Sep 2008 Autism Parents Seek Clout in Federal Election Activists target ridings with thin margins. By Tom Sandborn, 1 Sep 2008 Foreign Farm Workers Unionize: A First in BC Seasonal labourers in Surrey claim bad conditions, vote to join UFCW. By Tom Sandborn, 21 Aug 2008 Law Suit a Tar Sands Stopper? Win for Alberta Cree band could clog up oil ambitions. By Tom Sandborn, 28 Jul 2008 Casino Workers Buck Odds Win right to join union in lean times for organizers. By Tom Sandborn, 14 Jul 2008 Secret Factories for 2010 VANOC won't tell sweatshop watchdogs where Olympics gear is made. By Tom Sandborn, 30 Jun 2008 Eighty Jailed and Sent Home Mexicans seeking work tricked, detained, sent home. By Tom Sandborn, 25 Jun 2008 School Bus Drivers Parked at 65? Force retirement, say some districts, despite new law. By Tom Sandborn, 17 Jun 2008 Worst Sports Injury: Worker Abuse Vanoc, Nike, labour reps to confer at Olympics sweatshop forum. By Tom Sandborn, 11 Jun 2008 Bitter Juice at Sun-Rype? After strike, Pattison's plant is like 'prison' says unionist. By Tom Sandborn, 7 May 2008 BC's Homeless Death Toll: 56 or More in Two Years Tally of homeless deaths released to Tyee by chief coroner. By Monte Paulsen and Tom Sandborn, 17 Apr 2008 Librarians Claim Pay Equity Win Contract ends long Victoria dispute over gender, wages. By Tom Sandborn, 4 Apr 2008 Ethical Buying Gains Steam York U. signs on as activists pressure 2010 Olympics organizers. By Tom Sandborn, 18 Mar 2008 Canada Line Tunnellers Axed Union claims laid-off workers punished for labour activism. By Tom Sandborn, 6 Mar 2008 Ladner and Vision: Who Courted Whom? NPA councillor discussed switching sides, claims De Genova. By Tom Sandborn, 15 Feb 2008 Sears Contract on the Fritz Canada's last company appliance repair workers walk picket line. By Tom Sandborn, 11 Feb 2008 Hotel Union on a Roll Suburban hotels check into new world of labour relations. By Tom Sandborn, 28 Jan 2008 Victoria Library Strike Escalates Pay equity at centre of four-month dispute. By Tom Sandborn, 19 Jan 2008 Aid Kids with Special Needs: Study Report slams chronic 'underfunding' in BC schools. By Tom Sandborn, 18 Jan 2008 Deadly Boom Rising job related deaths prompt safety calls. By Tom Sandborn, 10 Jan 2008 Philippines a Bloody Zone for Labour Activists Only Colombia is riskier for union organizers. By Tom Sandborn, 4 Jan 2008 Jimmy Pattison the Juice behind Kelowna Strike? Sun-Rype picketers wonder who's really squeezing them. By Tom Sandborn, 17 Dec 2007 Former UK Health Minister to Campbell: 'Don't Do It' Blair cabinet member warns against private care. By Tom Sandborn, 5 Dec 2007 Newsroom Staff Cut at Vancouver's Big Papers Ahead: Fewer news jobs, more news 'platforms.' By Tom Sandborn, 8 Nov 2007 Work Outsourced from Sun, Province Newsrooms Sun editor: union concerns over local control 'pretty silly.' By Tom Sandborn, 5 Nov 2007 Ikea's Latest Model: Equal Pay Fight against two-tier contracts shifts to Safeway, other BC chains. By Tom Sandborn, 22 Oct 2007 Big Senior Home Chain Has Thick File of Complaints Health minister refuses to probe firm that owns Beacon Hill Villa. By Tom Sandborn, 12 Oct 2007 Hotel Workers Near Settling On eve of strike, union recommends approval of new contract offer. By Tom Sandborn, 24 Sep 2007 Hospitality Workers Flash Anger March sweeps through big Vancouver hotel. By Tom Sandborn, 12 Sep 2007 Vancouver's Library Strike: Women's Pay on the Line Men get nearly $6 more hourly for similar work, says union. By Tom Sandborn, 20 Aug 2007 Posh Hotels, Painful Jobs Room attendants press for better conditions. By Tom Sandborn, 14 Aug 2007 'Bottleneck' Blamed for Strike GVRD employers' rep overloaded, slow, says union. By Tom Sandborn, 27 Jul 2007 Supreme Court Labour's Friend? Don't assume, says author of 'The Corporation.' By Tom Sandborn, 19 Jul 2007 Campbell's Health 'Conversation' Drives to a Point Scant support for private fixes, say attendees. By Tom Sandborn, 6 Jul 2007 More Firings, Health Workers Claim Top court ruling hasn't slowed layoffs says union. By Tom Sandborn, 22 Jun 2007 Can Vancouver Fend off Olympics Sweatshops? China's abuses 'a warning bell' for 2010. By Tom Sandborn, 20 Jun 2007 Campbell Government Violated Charter Rights: Supreme Court Tearing up health union contracts ruled unconstitutional. By Tom Sandborn, 8 Jun 2007 'Our Parents Aren't Widgets' Anger and anxiety as layoff trend hits senior care. By Tom Sandborn, 4 Jun 2007 Union Padlocks a Union Staffers up their tactics against BC teachers union. By Tom Sandborn, 29 May 2007 Farm Worker Safety Improved Battle is only half-won, say advocates. By Tom Sandborn, 4 May 2007 With Labour Scarce, Where Are Women in Trades? Confab to tackle barriers females face. By Tom Sandborn, 19 Apr 2007 Farmworker Safeguards Stalled Say Critics A month after deadly crash, still waiting for reforms. By Tom Sandborn, 9 Apr 2007 Cheap Rooms Off the Block? Rare deal could save Eastside SRO. By Tom Sandborn, 20 Mar 2007 Labour Double-Standards Blamed for Farmworkers' Deaths Relatives, unions decry declining standards. By Tom Sandborn, 16 Mar 2007 Tricked and Exploited? Supermarket chain grabs passports, coerces immigrant workers, suit alleges. By Tom Sandborn, 5 Mar 2007 'This is Poverty Row' Jostling for jobs on Vancouver's Cash Corner. By Tom Sandborn, 28 Feb 2007 Gordo's 'Conversation' Takes Surprising Twist Public health care endorsed at Vancouver Board of Trade event. By Tom Sandborn, 8 Feb 2007 Fraser Health Authority Said No to Private Approach Chair, since resigned, was overruled in decision to reject P3 model for facility. By Tom Sandborn, 1 Feb 2007 Coke Bust Spurs Union Audit Ironworkers Local 97 'shocked' by officer's drug smuggling charges. By Tom Sandborn, 29 Jan 2007 Lethal Design at Sullivan Mine? Four deaths might have been prevented says frustrated physics instructor. By Tom Sandborn, 15 Jan 2007 Vancouver: Medicare Dies Here? Showdown over private 'urgent care' clinic. By Tom Sandborn, 1 Dec 2006 Taking Stock as BC Fed Turns 50 Some views on labour's achievements, challenges. By Tom Sandborn, 27 Nov 2006 Costa Rican Tunnellers Told Strike Would Kill Project Union charging unfair labour practices. By Tom Sandborn, 20 Nov 2006 Coroner's Inquest Demanded in Sullivan Mine Deaths Family, union and MLA reject government report. By Tom Sandborn, 14 Nov 2006 In Prince Rupert, Scarce Fish Mean Hungry Winter Jobless rate soars, union seeks EI 'dignity.' By Tom Sandborn, 6 Nov 2006 Guest Worker Contract Dubious Alleges Union Lawyer Costa Rican digging Vancouver tunnel testifies firm promised far less pay than official documents reflect. By Tom Sandborn, 27 Oct 2006 Chinese Protester Attacked in Vancouver Falun Gong meditator beaten outside Chinese consulate. By Tom Sandborn, 6 Sep 2006 Canadian Ironworkers Shut out of Big Bridge Job, Say Unions, Contractors German firm’s plan for guest workers sparks anger. By Tom Sandborn, 1 Sep 2006 Fraction of HIV Residents Getting Treatment in Downtown Eastside Experts: 'Definitely a shortfall.' By Tom Sandborn, 8 May 2006 SRO Hotel Evictions Mount Critics see trend tied to Olympics, gentrification. By Tom Sandborn, 12 Apr 2006 Canada's Health Care 'Crisis' How valid is the alarm behind Campbell's Euro tour? By Tom Sandborn, 11 Apr 2006 French Health Reform: 300,000 Uninsured Doctors Without Borders go into Paris clinics to fill gap. By Tom Sandborn, 5 Apr 2006 Swedes' U-Turn on Private Care Voters quickly shut down experiment. Did Premier Campbell take notes? By Tom Sandborn, 20 Mar 2006 UK Health Chief Quits as System Plunges into Financial Crisis 'Reformed' system faces $1.6 billion shortfall. By Tom Sandborn, 8 Mar 2006 The UK Health Care Briefing Gordon Campbell Isn't Getting Private deals drove up costs, slashed care, say critics. By Tom Sandborn, 6 Mar 2006 Does BC Really Need 20,000 Global Temps? Foreign workers a poor fix for Olympic overruns say unions. By Tom Sandborn, 24 Feb 2006 Police 'Trashed' Low Income Hotel, Residents Charge Going to court over alleged bust-up blitz. By Tom Sandborn, 1 Dec 2005 Sardine Harvest a Threat to Mighty Humpbacks? Alarms by BC scientists, tour operators don't convince DFO. By Tom Sandborn, 19 Sep 2005 DFO Paid Top Official to Work for Fish Farm Boosters Critics charge conflict of interest, slam DFO credibility. By Tom Sandborn, 9 Aug 2005 Canada Pushes ‘Suicide Seed’ Trials Government advocacy of field testing for genetically modified sterile seeds is rebuked in Bangkok. By Tom Sandborn, 14 Feb 2005 Life Is a Gravy Boat at BC Ferries Two-tier lounges aren’t the only examples of privilege at the quasi-private corporation. By Tom Sandborn, 9 Feb 2005 Luxury Class Coming to B.C. Ferries Corporation confirms plans to try out swank ‘premium lounges’ on two ships. See you in steerage. By Tom Sandborn, 19 Jan 2005 Must Hope Melt, Too? What to read if global warming has you hot and bothered. By Tom Sandborn, 10 Nov 2004 When Preachers Spew Hate Calling in cops and lawyers won't affirm the cherished values Sheik Kathadra violates. By Tom Sandborn, 5 Nov 2004 Pensions Deep into Weapons, Toxins, Sweatshops The Canadian Pension Plan makes no apologies for its big shift into stocks, including Walmart and 15 top military contractors. By Tom Sandborn, 17 Oct 2004 Our Olympics Can Benefit All But only if B.C. learns key lessons from Athens, and especially Sydney. By Tom Sandborn, 13 Aug 2004 LNG a chance, not a windfall, says BC throne speech Postmedia could soon own almost every English newspaper in Canada. What could possibly go wrong? VIEW: Voting for your principles is 'strategic voting' Petition opposes BC's 'potential muzzling' of non-profits More troubles for BC's big LNG plans Tirade at Tyee by immigration minister's top aide analyzed tweet by tweet Government slow to respond to FOIs? No need to tell Bob Mackin Converting ferries to LNG will save money, reduce fares: CEO See more » Tyee Video Picks Submitted by Tyee staff, Today Last chance to see 'The Vancouver Asahi' baseball story at VIFF. Where do these videos come from? From you. Suggest one here! Most Popular Can 'Cuisine' Make a Better School Lunch? What I Saw with a German Tour of the Oilsands Don't Give Postmedia More Local Monopolies How Much Do You Trust Canada's Wireless Giants? First Nations 'Front and Centre Now': Pierre Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign For Kids, the Meal Is the Message Christy Clark's No Pro at LNG Poker Understanding Harper's Evangelical Mission BC Filmmaking Duo Passes the Acid Test Most Emailed Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign For Kids, the Meal Is the Message Understanding Harper's Evangelical Mission Who'd Be a School Trustee in 2014? Why New Euro-Canada Treaty Is a Gift to Oil Firms BC Filmmaking Duo Passes the Acid Test We Must Heed Naomi Klein's Call China Deal Trumps Province, First Nations on Energy Projects: Treaty Expert Fired Researcher Who Killed Self Was Evaluating Drug Backed by Clark Climate Warriors Must Forge Stronger Alliances, Now Reported Elsewhere Postmedia could soon own almost every English newspaper in Canada (via DeSmog) Petronas CEO warns of 15-year delay to BC LNG project (via G&M) BC government apologizes for firing worker who later killed himself (via the Victoria Times-Colonist) From Tibet to Taiwan, China's outer regions watch Hong Kong protests intently (via the New York Times) It's a shame Jean-Claude Duvalier died a free man, says ex-UN prosecutor (via CBC News) Vancouver's cabbies take aim at Uber (via The Province) Keurig's coffee supremacy challenged by Canadian firm (via Yahoo! News) North and South Korea 'agree to talks' (via BBC News) See more » Your BC: The Tyee's Photo Pool Join The Tyee's Flickr group » View previous selections » Most Commented What I Saw with a German Tour of the Oil Sands (132 comments) Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign (76 comments) 'The Environment Is the Economy': MP Weston (106 comments) Fired Researcher Who Killed Self Was Evaluating Drug Backed by Clark (57 comments) Climate Warriors Must Forge Stronger Alliances, Now (53 comments) ISIS Threat: Let's Refuse to be Scared (79 comments) We Must Heed Naomi Klein's Call (309 comments) Christy Clark's No Pro at LNG Poker (38 comments) Six Steps to Protect Canadians from Flaws in China Trade Deal (128 comments) How Labour Unions Make Us Healthier (31 comments) About The Tyee National Pool Contributors Advertise Contact Funding Jobs Master Classes Privacy Policy Submissions Support The Tyee News Culture Opinion National Mediacheck Solutions Video Publications Tyee News Weekly Archives The Hook Other BC Blogs Reported Elsewhere Steve Burgess Murray Dobbin Michael Geist Crawford Kilian Rafe Mair Andrew Nikiforuk Shannon Rupp Bill Tieleman Dorothy Woodend Follow The Tyee Subscribe by email Subscribe by RSS Tyee Mobile App Managed Hosting by Gossamer Threads × Share article via email Send this article to: Your email address: Your message: Would you like to receive The Tyee's headlines free by email? Yes, every day. Yes, once a week. I already subscribe. No, thanks. Submit Show form again » Close)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11184&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2002 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 14, Number 4, Jan./Feb. 2002  Amazement and education at the October PD Day by Kathryn Askew I spent October 19, 2001, in Port McNeil, on Vancouver Island, with a group of amazing people. Teachers: beginning, middle, and veteran; male and female; primary, intermediate, and secondary. People who love their profession, love kids, love the excitement of finding new ways to motivate themselves and the kids they work with. People who know how to listen respectfully and then blow the rest of us away with their ideas for math and science and language arts and self-esteem and for reaching the shy and the lonely and the non-verbal. People whose knowledge about the work they do simply amazed me. I learned about Dawn Reithaug’s spelling and math boards. I’ll use them on Monday to enrich what my Grade 6s are doing with bacteria, viruses, and diseases in general. I learned how to draw a student’s profile with the brain empty so the kids could print or draw in "What’s on My Mind" for brainstorming about a topic or reviewing what they have learned. I gathered some neat web sites: time4teachers.com, aplusmath.com, dictionary.com, score.k12.ca.us, schooldiscovery.com, nationalgeographic.com, mapmachine.com. Thanks to Mary Waite, at Cheslakees! I heard about Steck Vaughn’s "Mastering Math" for use with enrichment and remedial math. I learned how to make Babylonian food items from barley grain and sesame seeds, Grade 4 skeletons from toilet paper rolls and brass brads, and Egyptian mummies from grocery-store chickens—just in time for Hallowe’en. Thanks to Doug Laird, at Eagleview. My colleagues suggested ways to make my 3-D bacteria and viruses more interesting: use the ends of egg cartons; roll up crushed newspaper, wrap it in duct tape, loop it along my papier mâché ballon-shaped bacteria; get pipe cleaners at the dollar store; buy cheap pom-poms. I learned how to use A.A. Milne’s "King John" as a winter concert choral speech number. I learned I could have kids write an autobiographical poem using the following structure: – first name: four adjectives that describe me – relationship phrase: such as son of Lewis – finish the phrase: lover of (peanut butter) for example – Who feels: three adverbs – Who fears: three nouns – Who would like to see: three phrases – Resident of: community – First name, last name I learned to build a structure for displaying an artifact (like a diorama): – Take an 8x11 piece of construction paper. – Draw a line to divide the paper into two parts: 8x8 and 3x8. – Draw two lines diagonally across the 8x8 square to make four triangular sections. – Cut into the middle of the square along one of the lines that begins at the junction with the 3x8 rectangle. – Fold on the diagonal lines, from the centre to the outside edge. – Once the line is cut, you can overlap the side triangle on top of the triangle that is still attached to the 3x8 rectangle. You end up with a pyramid (a tetrahedron) that is missing one face, and a rectangle that is sticking out in front of that face or that can be folded down in front of the pyramid to sit on a shelf. You could glue four of them together to make a four-sided pyramid, with one part of the project displayed in each section. How isolating our job can be. How much we need to talk to one another about our work. A thousand thank yous to the BCTF activists who demanded professional days in 1972 so we could share our work with one another throughout the school year. I still have the image of the forests and streets and grassy landscapes that are British Columbia on Friday night, October 19, 2001: amazing and colourful lights going on in teachers’ minds like fireflies, like Christmas or Hanukkah or Diwali lights—shedding light into their own brains. What a gift we have given ourselves. Kathryn Askew teaches at Tsolum Elementary School, Courtenay.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7228,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 3, November/December 2005 Government upset with interview John McComb, news commentator, CKNW responds to a BC government missive. "In the last hour, we had the labour minister of British Columbia Mike de Jong, on the air along with BCTF leader Jinny Sims, and we interviewed both of them at the same time, although they didn’t speak to each other directly. "This has prompted a response from the government, calling that interview inexcusable, and demanding that it not happen again. And in the meantime, the government of British Columbia has decided, that it will not make available any cabinet ministers, to this radio station. "Calling the interview inexcusable, demanding that it not happen again, and demanding an explanation for why, I put Jinny Sims on the air and Mike de Jong on the air, and asked questions of the two of them, questions back and forth. "That is the response, of the province of British Columbia, of the government of British Columbia, to allowing a free and open debate about a strike that has kept 600,000 kids out of school for the last two weeks. "The spin doctors, and the communications people, are in a knot over this, and I can tell you that personally and professionally, I could care less. "If the province of British Columbia has decided that an issue like this does not allow for a complete and full public airing of the issues, to the extent that the labour minister is somehow inconvenienced, or blindsided, or upset where he was put in a position that he didn’t have his spin doctors to speak for him–tough. "The interview was an attempt to allow this audience to hear both sides, and to cut through the rhetoric, and to cut through the nonsense. And for that, the government has decided that no one from the government will speak on CKNW for the next couple of days at least. "So there you have it. I’ll leave that for you to digest." Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8702&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, Number 6, May/June 2004 La motivation scolaire : l’affaire de tout le monde Pourquoi certains élèves sont-ils enthousiasmés par une activité tandis que d’autres rechignent constamment, peu importe ce qu’on leur propose ? Pourquoi certains élèves quittent-ils le programme d’immersion en arrivant au secondaire ou abandonnent-ils le français de base après la 8e année ? Que répondre aux parents qui nous demandent de les aider à trouver des façons de retenir leurs jeunes dans ces programmes et de les garder aussi enthousiastes qu’ils l’étaient au début ? Pour essayer de comprendre le phénomène d’abandon de programme, il faut d’abord définir cette variable qu’est la motivation. On sait tous qu’un enfant doit être motivé pour apprendre, mais la motivation ne suffit pas à elle-même. L’enfant doit aussi avoir les capacités d’apprendre. Par le passé, les chercheurs mesuraient l’effet de la motivation sur l’apprentissage par la persévérance des élèves. Plus un élève était motivé, plus il consacrait de temps à ses travaux et meilleurs étaient ses résultats. De nouvelles recherches concluent maintenant que l’engagement cognitif est un autre facteur de premier plan ; en d’autres mots, un élève motivé est non seulement persévérant mais utilise des stratégies efficaces pour arriver à comprendre. Les chercheurs contemporains reconnaissent que la motivation est un phénomène intrinsèque et que l’intensité de la motivation de l’élève dépend du milieu d’apprentissage. Cette motivation est influencée aussi par l’idée que l’élève se fait de l’intelligence et les buts qu’il se fixe. Ce qui est autant significatif, c’est la perception qu’il a de l’importance de l’activité à accomplir, de sa compétence à réussir la tâche et du degré de contrôle que l’enseignant lui accorde pour mener à terme le travail. Les chercheurs qui ont une orientation sociocognitive jugent que la motivation n’est pas innée. D’après leurs recherches, la motivation se modifie selon les perceptions qu’une personne a d’elle-même, le milieu dans lequel elle vit et les événements qui surviennent. Si on transpose ce constat en milieu scolaire, on conclut que la motivation de l’élève se modifie au gré des perceptions qu’il a de ses expériences en classe et à l’école. Toutes ces recherches ne font que réaffirmer la valeur de l’auto-évaluation. Vers l’âge de 3 ans, l’enfant devient conscient de ses succès et de ses échecs. À la maternelle, il se perçoit comme étant bon, moins bon ou pas bon du tout et, en général, a tendance à se surestimer. Son jugement, toutefois, s’aligne assez rapidement au primaire avec celui de ses enseignants ou de ses parents, et à la fin de l’élémentaire le jeune tend plutôt à se sous-estimer, une inclination qui se maintient au secondaire. Ces mêmes recherches indiquent aussi, qu’au secondaire, le jeune est porté à s’évaluer en fonction des matières à l’étude. Il se juge bon en science mais mauvais en français. Cette baisse au niveau de l’estime de soi au secondaire s’explique en partie par les changements physiologiques et physiques qui se produisent chez le jeune. À ceci s’ajoute le manque de cohésion entre les besoins de l’adolescent et ce que les secondaires offrent. Les études révèlent que les ados ont besoin d’appartenir à un groupe, recherchent leur propre identité et ont besoin d’autonomie envers les adultes. Regardez le fonctionnement des secondaires : on y trouve des adultes qui contrôlent, une atmosphère de compétition en classe et sur le terrain de sport et une programmation scolaire qui mise encore beaucoup trop sur les connaissances plutôt que les habiletés. En sus aux facteurs humains qui influent sur la motivation, il y a des facteurs environnementaux à considérer. Le rôle du milieu familial est crucial. Les parents doivent avoir des attentes et des exigences élevées, mais celles-ci doivent refléter les habiletés et les capacités de leur enfant. Ce dernier doit sentir la confiance des adultes autour de lui et être assuré d’un appui soutenu de la part de sa famille. Les parents doivent saisir les occasions qui leur permettent de devenir des apprenants afin de modeler les comportements qui mènent à la réussite. Ce qu’il faut à tout prix éviter, ce sont les comportements négatifs et les commentaires anodins à l’égard des enseignants et de l’école. Enfin, la culture de l’école est un autre élément environnemental qui a un impact sur la motivation. Une institution qui mise sur l’apprentissage coopératif, l’entraide, le respect de soi et des autres favorise plus la motivation qu’une école qui souligne la compétition et le rendement scolaire. Dans cet enjeu de la motivation, quel est l’impact du comportement de l’enseignant ? Recherche après recherche, les données confirment que les activités pédagogiques, l’évaluation, le système de récompenses et de sanctions et l’enseignant lui-même sont des facteurs influents. Les activités pédagogiques motivantes correspondent aux intérêts des jeunes, proposent un défi, ont des consignes clairement articulées et permettent de faire des choix. Quant à l’évaluation, celle-ci nuit à la motivation si elle pousse les élèves à se comparer ou à se mettre en compétition et ne valorise que les bons rendements. Par rapport aux récompenses, le débat intellectuel se poursuit et plusieurs chercheurs nous mettent en garde contre l’effet de surjustification. La surjustification se produit lorsque l’élève ne travaille que pour la récompense et non plus pour le plaisir d’apprendre. Pour ce qui est du rôle de l’enseignant, les élèves réagissent positivement à un être chaleureux qui implique la classe dans les décisions de gestion et qui s’occupe de tous les élèves de façon équitable. La motivation repose souvent sur les perceptions des élèves. Les enseignants peuvent agir pour modifier ces perceptions car ce sont eux qui créent les contextes de travail. Conséquemment, une planification judicieuse des activités qui tient compte des besoins et du potentiel de chaque élève éveillera la motivation intrinsèque de l’apprenant. Des soirées d’information auprès des parents pour expliquer le concept de la motivation et proposer des comportements qui encouragent la motivation contribueront au succès scolaire de leurs enfants. À bien y penser, la motivation scolaire, c’est vraiment ‘l’affaire’ de tous les intervenants. Synopsis A number of students drop out of French immersion and FSL often for lack of motivation. By understanding the concept of motivation, teachers can reflect on their teaching and initiate the changes that can improve their students’ motivation. And by helping parents to better grasp the notion of motivation, teachers are building an optimum setting for success. – Paule Desgroseilliers)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8942,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, No. 3, January/February 2004 Ten new BCTF lesson aids 1 LA 2049 Snapshots of 19th Century Canada co-produced by The Critical Thinking Cooperative and B.C. Ministry of Education, 154 p. ©2002. This unit of eight critical thinking challenges examines the social, political, and economical conditions throughout the 19th century from four groups’ perspectives—English Canadians, French Canadians, recent immigrants, and Aboriginal peoples. Among the activities, students prepare a report card on the implications of nine selected events from each group’s perspective; create a giant annotated timeline; write an "authentic" diary/journal entry about an assigned event; and prepare a one-page definitive assessment of the 19th century from the four perspectives. Grade 10 $15 2 LA 2054 Deceptive Beauty: A Look at the Global Flower Industry by Victoria International Development Education Association, 38 p. ©2001. The international flower trade is big business in the global economy. We often mark a special event with a gift of flowers. Flowers mean love, respect, recognition, celebration but rarely do we think about where the flowers we buy come from. This resource booklet encourages an appreciation of labour and environmental issues in the global flower industry, including trading conditions, health and safety of workers, use of pesticides, repression of union activists, and strategies to support flower workers. Grades 8 to adult $8.50 3 LA 3219 Learning by Designing—Volume 2 by Jim Gilbert and Karin Clark, ©2002, 170 p. This reference book gives the reader additional understanding of the highly developed, sophisticated Pacific Northwest Coast First Nations two-dimensional art styles. The authors have attempted to put the art into a more spiritual and cultural context by including First Nations’ ideals on ethics and philosophy and by interviewing members of an Aboriginal family. Also included is a 16-page colour section, which includes a Native Indian version of creation. It is hoped that this addition increases the clarity and shows the great beauty of the art. This book is offered as a supplement to the traditional apprenticeship training process. Four major art style regions of the Pacific Northwest Coast are included. Grades 4–12 $34.95 LA 3219A Four Worlds by Jim Gilbert, Ron Stacy and Wedlidi Speck ©2002. This full-colour booklet, is an insert for LA 3219 Learning by Designing. $10 4LA 8083 Take It to Your Seat Centers—Literacy Centers, Grades 3–4 Produced by Evan-Moor Educational Publishers 192 p. ©2003. This book includes step-by-step teacher directions for making and using 12 centers to practice reading and writing skills, full-colour patterns to construct the centers and full-colour and reproducible student task cards. No special center area is required, the centers can be easily stored for future use, the centers can be made ahead of time, and they can be used for small group and individual skill practice. The skills practiced include the following: analogies, multiple-meaning words, prefixes, suffixes, main idea and supporting details, antonyms, synonyms, combining sentences and alphabetical order. Note that the book is published in the USA and may contain some US-based standards. Grades 3–4 $19.95 5 LA 8243 I Can Make a Difference, Grades 2–3 co-produced by The Critical Thinking Consortium and B.C. Ministry of Education. ©2002, 151 p. The nine critical thinking challenges in this collection support primary students in undertaking responsible "social" action–in the home, at school, and in the broader community. The focus in the first section is on fulfilling one’s responsibilities in the face of a problem situation. The second section focuses on pro-active efforts to enhance the community. These challenges include deciding how to cheer up an elderly person, assembling a care package to support a homeless person and passing along an act of kindness. Grades 2–3 $15 6 LA 8444 Take It to Your Seat Centers—Math Centers, Grades K–1 Produced by Evan-Moor Educational Publishers, ©2003, 192 p. Includes step-by-step teacher directions for making and using 12 centers to practice beginning math skills, full-colour patterns to construct the centers and full-colour and reproducible student task cards. No special center area is required, the centers can be easily stored in colourful gift bags for future use, the centers can be made ahead of time, and they can be used for small group and individual skill practice. The skills practiced include the following: sorting, addition, number order, number recognition, counting by 1s, 2s, 5s, and 10s, money, geometric shapes, patterning and graphing. Note that the book is published in the USA and may contain some US-based standards. Grades K–1 $19.95 7 LA 9971 Discovering Connections: A Guide To the Fun of Bridging Disability Differences by Linda Hill, 105 p. ©1998. Based on a course called Rebuilding Fun Into Life where people come together for fun and community participation. This illustrated guidebook is written as a curriculum for bringing youth and adults of different abilities together through a shared focus on community recreation and leisure. This book is a resource for parents, educators or professionals interested in building bridges between people. It is written to reach a wide diverse audience, from individuals to organizations, to schools and suburbs, to young and old. The activities can be easily adapted to purpose. K–12 $24.95 8LA F2002 Humanités 8e année -12e année, Intégration au secondaire, Consortium du Bas Fraser 291 p. ©1995. Document d’appui pour le personnel enseignant du secondaire préparé par une équipe d'enseignantes et d’enseignants. Le but premier est d’intéger l'étude de la langue et celle des sciences humaines dans les classes d'immersion et du programme francophone. 8e et 12e année $22.95 9LA 9543 Exploring Space. Produced by Engaging Science, a joint venture of the H.R. Macmillan Space Centre, Science World B.C. and the Vancouver Aquarium Marine Science Centre, 40 p. ©2002. Outlines ideas for teachers to stimulate aspects of space travel in the classroom. Includes a variety of activities to help students understand the difficulties of piloted space exploration, including communication, confined space, co-operation, and restricted resources. Through a series of eight missions, students compare different types of astronomical observations, from Earth-bound to unpiloted fly-bys to piloted sample return missions. Also students can build models of Canada’s contributions to the International space station including robotic arm, hands, and eyes; build an exact replica of the end effector (grabbing device) on the space station’s remote manipulator system--the new version of the Candarm. K–7 $11 10 LA 9322 Not So Natural Disasters: Elementary School Edition. Produced by Co-Development Canada 106 p. ©2003. A teaching unit on the links between natural disasters and climate change, environmental degradation and global inequality. Aimed at elementary teachers with the following objectives: to have students empathize with people who are impacted by natural disasters; to explore the human factors in natural disasters as linked to global inequality, climate change and environmental degradation; and to empower students to identify solutions, voice their concerns and take action. The unit consists of five sections. Each section has identified core activities that are central to the objectives of the section, as well as some optional activities. The unit is planned as a progression of activities, moving from empathy, to knowledge, to action. Grades 5–7 $22.95 Many curriculum resources and information are available at www.bcalmer.ca/ For a complete listing of over 1000 BCTF Lesson Aids, consult the cataloque in your school library or the Lesson Aids online catalogue, bctf.ca/LessonAids To order any of the above lesson aids, enclose a cheque payable to the BCTF or authorized purchase order to BCTF Lesson Aids Service 100–550 West 6th Avenue, Vancouver, BC V5Z 4P2. GST and postage/ handling are included in the prices. Orders are sent by return mail. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/insights_west?lang=ms,Insights West (@insights_west) | Twitter Twitter Query sa paghahanap Maghanap sa Twitter Nai-save na paghahanap Tanggalin Beripikadong account @ Iminungkahing mga user Beripikadong account @ Beripikadong account @ Wika: Filipino Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Meron ng account? Mag-sign in Bago sa Twitter? Sumali Ngayon » Mag-sign in Telepono, email o username Password Mag-sign in Tandaan ako Nakalimutan ang password? Ginagamit mo na ba ang Twitter sa pamamagitan ng text message? Insights West @insights_west Mga Tweet 588 Mga Larawan/Mga Video 21 Sinusundan 92 Mga Tagasunod 409 Mga Paborito 71   Marami pa Mga Paborito Mga Listahan I-unmute si @insights_west I-mute si @insights_west Sundan Sinusundan I-unfollow Na-block I-unblock Naghihintay Ikansela Insights West @insights_west Insights West is a progressive, full-service market research company offering insights-driven research solutions and interpretative analysis. Vancouver, B.C. insightswest.com 21 Larawan o video Mga Tweet Mga Tweet Mga Tweet at mga sagot Insights West @insights_west  ·  23 min 73% in Metro Vancouver perceive coal dust as a serious environmental threat. http://bit.ly/iw_sfdc  Sagot 0 sagot I-retweet Na-retweet 0 retweet Paborito Ginawang Paborito 0 paborito Marami pa I-embed ang Tweet Insights West @insights_west  ·  23 min 58% in Metro Vancouver are hesitant to support the project due to climate change. http://bit.ly/iw_sfdc  Sagot 0 sagot I-retweet Na-retweet 1 retweet 1 Paborito Ginawang Paborito 0 paborito Marami pa I-embed ang Tweet Insights West @insights_west  ·  54 mins 77% in Metro Vancouver say the expansion of the Fraser Surrey Docks terminal will create more jobs in the province. http://bit.ly/iw_sfdc  Sagot 0 sagot I-retweet Na-retweet 0 retweet Paborito Ginawang Paborito 0 paborito Marami pa I-embed ang Tweet Insights West @insights_west  ·  1 hr A look at how residents feel about the expansion of coal shipments in Metro Vancouver. http://bit.ly/iw_sfdc  http://ow.ly/i/77ZYC  Tingnan ang larawan Sagot 0 sagot I-retweet Na-retweet 0 retweet Paborito Ginawang Paborito 0 paborito Marami pa I-embed ang Tweet Insights West @insights_west  ·  1 hr Opposition to building the coal shipping facility in Metro Vancouver highest among women (48%) and 18-to-34 (47%) http://bit.ly/iw_sfdc  Sagot 0 sagot I-retweet Na-retweet 0 retweet Paborito Ginawang Paborito 0 paborito Marami pa I-embed ang Tweet Insights West retweeted Steve Mossop @SteveMossop  ·  2 hr 42% in Metro Vancouver support building the Fraser Surrey Docks coal shipping facility; 43% are opposed; 14% unsure. http://bit.ly/iw_sfdc  Sagot 0 sagot I-retweet Na-retweet 1 retweet 1 Paborito Ginawang Paborito 0 paborito Marami pa I-embed ang Tweet Insights West @insights_west  ·  2 hr Support for building the coal shipping facility in Metro Vancouver highest among men (50%) and 55+ (47%) http://bit.ly/iw_sfdc  Sagot 0 sagot I-retweet Na-retweet 0 retweet Paborito Ginawang Paborito 0 paborito Marami pa I-embed ang Tweet Insights West @insights_west  ·  2 hr 42% in Metro Vancouver support building the Fraser Surrey Docks coal shipping facility; 43% are opposed; 14% unsure. http://bit.ly/iw_sfdc  Sagot 0 sagot I-retweet Na-retweet 0 retweet Paborito Ginawang Paborito 0 paborito Marami pa I-embed ang Tweet Insights West @insights_west  ·  3 hr Just 53% in Metro Vancouver are familiar with the Fraser Surrey Docks coal shipping facility project. (1/2) http://bit.ly/iw_sfdc  Sagot 0 sagot I-retweet Na-retweet 1 retweet 1 Paborito Ginawang Paborito 0 paborito Marami pa I-embed ang Tweet Insights West @insights_west  ·  3 hr In contrast 79% are familiar with Kinder Morgan Trans Mountain pipeline & 80% with the Enbridge Northern Gateway(2/2) http://bit.ly/iw_sfdc  Sagot 0 sagot I-retweet Na-retweet 1 retweet 1 Paborito Ginawang Paborito 0 paborito Marami pa I-embed ang Tweet Insights West @insights_west  ·  3 hr Our latest release: Metro Vancouver Still Divided on Coal Shipping Facility http://bit.ly/iw_sfdc  Sagot 0 sagot I-retweet Na-retweet 0 retweet Paborito Ginawang Paborito 0 paborito Marami pa I-embed ang Tweet Insights West @insights_west  ·  4 hrs "A Shocking Number of Business Owners in BC Do Not Have a Business Plan." Read the full release here: http://bit.ly/IW_SBBC  Sagot 0 sagot I-retweet Na-retweet 0 retweet Paborito Ginawang Paborito 0 paborito Marami pa I-embed ang Tweet Insights West @insights_west  ·  4 hrs 38% of small business owners do not believe a succession plan is important to their business, 56% of sole proprietors http://bit.ly/IW_SBBC  Sagot 0 sagot I-retweet Na-retweet 1 retweet 1 Paborito Ginawang Paborito 2 paborito 2 Marami pa I-embed ang Tweet Insights West @insights_west  ·  4 hrs Less than one-quarter (19%) of small business owners have a succession plan in place. http://bit.ly/IW_SBBC  http://ow.ly/i/77W1R  Tingnan ang larawan Sagot 0 sagot I-retweet Na-retweet 0 retweet Paborito Ginawang Paborito 0 paborito Marami pa I-embed ang Tweet Insights West @insights_west  ·  4 hrs A look at our release with @SmallBusinessBC showing the shocking number of small business without a business plan. http://ow.ly/i/77VGA  Tingnan ang larawan Sagot 0 sagot I-retweet Na-retweet 0 retweet Paborito Ginawang Paborito 0 paborito Marami pa I-embed ang Tweet Insights West @insights_west  ·  5 hr Nearly half (48%) began operations with a business plan in place, 42% of business owners have one now. http://bit.ly/IW_SBBC  Sagot 0 sagot I-retweet Na-retweet 0 retweet Paborito Ginawang Paborito 0 paborito Marami pa I-embed ang Tweet Insights West @insights_west  ·  5 hr A shocking 34% of sole proprietors believe a business plan is not important to the future of their business. http://bit.ly/IW_SBBC  Sagot 0 sagot I-retweet Na-retweet 1 retweet 1 Paborito Ginawang Paborito 0 paborito Marami pa I-embed ang Tweet Insights West @insights_west  ·  5 hr 23% of small business owners believe a business plan is not important to the future of their business. http://bit.ly/IW_SBBC  Sagot 0 sagot I-retweet Na-retweet 0 retweet Paborito Ginawang Paborito 0 paborito Marami pa I-embed ang Tweet Insights West @insights_west  ·  5 hr More than half of small business owners in BC (52%) began operations without a business plan. http://bit.ly/IW_SBBC  Sagot 0 sagot I-retweet Na-retweet 0 retweet Paborito Ginawang Paborito 0 paborito Marami pa I-embed ang Tweet Insights West @insights_west  ·  6 hrs Today we are looking at the results of a study we released last week in conjunction with @SmallBusinessBC. http://bit.ly/IW_SBBC  Sagot 0 sagot I-retweet Na-retweet 1 retweet 1 Paborito Ginawang Paborito 0 paborito Marami pa I-embed ang Tweet Ang Twitter ay maaaring lumagpas sa kapasidad o nakakaranas ng panandaliang sinok. Subukan muli Bisitahin ang Twitter Status para sa karagdagang impormasyon. Isara Sinundan ni Insights West Huwag paIampasin ang anumang mga update mula sa Insights West Vancouver, B.C. · Baguhin © 2014 Twitter Tungkol sa Tulong Info ng Mga Ad Isara Mga Uso Mga nauusong ibinagay lamang para sa iyo. Ang Mga Nauuso ay nagbibigay ng isang kakaibang paraan upang mas mapalapit sa mga bagay na mahalaga sa iyo. Ang mga ito ay ibinase sa iyong lokasyon at kung sino ang iyong mga sinusundan. Baguhin Panatilihin ang ibinagay na Mga Nauuso. Kumuha ng mga Pandaigdigang Uso Tapos na I-dismiss Isara Nakaraan Susunod Isara Pumunta sa profile ng isang tao Nai-save na paghahanap Tanggalin Beripikadong account @ Iminungkahing mga user Beripikadong account @ Beripikadong account @ Isara Iretweet sa iyong mga tagasunod? Ikansela I-retweet Isara Sigurado ka bang gusto mong burahin ang Tweet na ito? Ikansela Burahin Isara I-block Ikansela I-block Magdagdag ng lokasyon sa iyong mga Tweet Kapag nag-tweet ka na may lokasyon, tinatandaan ng Twitter ang lokasyong iyon. Puwede mong i-switch on at off ang lokasyon tuwing bago mag-Tweet at laging may opsyon kang burahin ang location history mo. Dagdagan ang kaalaman I-on ang Lokasyon Hindi muna ngayon I-turn off ang lokasyon Isara Buod ng profile Isara Mga Listahan mo Isara Gumawa ng bagong listahan Pangalan ng listahan Paglalarawan Mas mababa sa 100 characters, opsyonal Pagkapribado Pampubliko · Maaaring sundan ninuman ang listahang ito Pribado · Ikaw lamang ang makakakita ng listahang ito I-save ang listahan Isara Isara I-embed ang Tweet na ito Idagdag ang Tweet na ito sa iyong website sa pamamagitan ng pagkopya ng code sa ibaba. Dagdagan ang nalalaman Hmm, nagkaroon ng problema sa pag-abot sa server. Subukan ulit? Isama ang pinakaunang Tweet Isama ang media Preview Isara Mag-sign up sa Twitter Wala sa Twitter? Mag-sign up, mag-tune in sa mga bagay na mahalaga sa iyo, at tumanggap ng mga update habang ang mga ito'y nangyayari. Meron ng account? Mag-sign in » Isara Maiikling code na balikan (pagpapadala at pagtanggap) Bansa Code Para sa mga customer ng Estados Unidos 40404 (kahit ano) Canada 21212 (kahit ano) United Kingdom 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM Haiti 40404 Digicel, Voila Ireland 51210 Vodafone, O2 India 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Indonesia 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » Tignan ang mga SMS short codes para sa ibang mga bansa Isara Kumpirmasyon)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "October is #FosterFamilyMonth. Thank you #BC for opening your homes and hearts to more than 5,900 children and youth." @John_Yap - 11:14pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/BCTFNews.aspx?id=20664&printPage=true,BCTF News, Vol. 15, No. 5, February 2010  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Newsletters and Alerts > BCTF News > 2009-10 Archives BCTF News Teachers Working Together for Quality Public Education Volume 15 No. 5 February 2010 Table of Contents Throne speech turns a blind eye Government breaks its own class-size legislation Rankings in the black Pension consultation is over Getting no satisfaction Build a Better BC Throne speech turns a blind eye Ignoring the painful reality of school closures, oversized classes, dwindling support for students with special needs, and boards of education struggling to manage, the throne speech contained vague statements with no detail or mention of any monetary commitment. The list includes: a new Master Teacher program. public/private partnerships to provide preschools for three- and four-year olds. greater parental involvement in “tailoring the education system to each child’s individual needs and passions.” new “forms of schooling” for greater choice and diversity. voluntary Kindergarten for this September and fully funded full-day Kindergarten in every school by September 2011 greater focus of resources for students and less on administrative costs. neighbourhood learning centres to provide yet to be specified services seven days a week to meet the needs of BC families. BCTF First Vice-President Susan Lambert expressed disappointment at the government’s indifference to the serious underfunding situation that exists presently, “Let’s get the resources in place to support children sitting in classrooms today and then look at new programs. BC’s education system cannot sustain more unfunded schemes from a premier with a notoriously short attention span.” Government breaks its own class-size legislation Class-size and composition data collected by the provincial government confirms that it broke its own legislation. The data presented by the minister of education shows 3,229 class-size violations with more than 30 students for the 2009–10 school year. That is down a mere 100 classes from 2008–09, but still higher than in 2007–08 when there were 3,179 violations. The numbers show the government has failed to make any progress. Of even greater concern are the numbers around class composition, the term used to describe the number of students with special needs in a classroom. The government’s own legislation sets a limit at three students with an Individual Education Plan per class. In 2010, there are close to 12,000 class-composition violations. That is up from 11,000 in 2009 and, 10,000 in 2008. BCTF President Irene Lanzinger said that it has been more than four years since BC’s teachers went on strike to improve classroom conditions, and in that time government has refused to fund their own legislation. “The result is more overcrowded classes than ever before and cash-strapped school boards forced to make damaging cuts to our education system.” Rankings in the black In an unexpected move, CanWest announced that The Vancouver Sun and The Province would not be publishing the annual Fraser Institute ratings of BC’s elementary schools this year. In the past, a 20-page supplement would be inserted in both city papers, ranking every elementary and secondary school in BC. Various reasons have been given for this decision including financial woes, Olympic coverage, and dwindling parental interest and support. Meanwhile the Fraser Institute, attempting to diminish the significance of this move, claims that its work will not be impacted since the Black newspaper chain, which owns the majority of smaller, local, newspapers across BC, has confirmed that it will publish the rankings on a community-by-community basis with, in some instances, accompanying commentary from the presidents of local teacher unions. Clearly the ongoing efforts by the BCTF to generate an informed, rational consideration of the FSA has been having an effect and participation rates continue to decline in many districts. Parents and the general public are increasingly questioning government claims that FSA data provides anything of use for the public education system. Pension consultation is over Over 8,000 teachers responded to a survey conducted by the BCTF into their views on the Inflation Adjustment Account (IAA) and the ability to index pensions into the future. Both active and retired members were well represented among the respondents. The data showed strong support for maintaining full indexing (88%) and also indicated clearly that members were willing to match employer contributions with their own, in order to preserve full indexing. The BCTF also received many letters and e-mails expressing concerns and opinions. Retired members hoped that they would not be abandoned by their active colleagues and talked of their fear of slipping into poverty or being unable to access healthcare. The BCTF Executive Committee will be bringing forward recommendations to the BCTF Annual General Meeting in March. Recom­menda­tions passed at that meeting will be given to the trustees of the Teachers’ Pension Plan as advice and guidance in their decision making. Getting no satisfaction It is that time of year when the Ministry of Education sends out satisfaction surveys to students and teachers. BCTF policy is that teachers not participate in the government’s satisfaction survey. The Ministry of Education surveys do not ask about the availability of resources, the appropriateness of class sizes, the problems of class composition, the loss of services, school closures, or the reduction of choices in schools. There have been no educational benefits from these surveys. The government uses the survey results as a public relations exercise to brag about how happy everyone is with their education policies. The teacher survey is designed to get the “right” answer from teachers and avoids any questions dealing with substantive issues facing schools, students, and teachers. No one directly involved in teaching and learning could express “satisfaction” with larger classes, fewer services, and closed neighbourhood schools. Build a Better BC Mark your calendar—attend the Teach In and join the rally to demonstrate to all of BC, the need to work together To Build a Better BC. The Federation is a partner in the community Coalition to Build a Better BC. Community service groups, cultural and arts associations, and unions joining together as one voice to call on the provincial government to: immediately stop eliminating public and community services. fulfill their legislative responsibility to provide adequate, fair, and consistent funding to support public services and community groups. work in substantive consultation with groups and individuals to build public and community services that give every individual the democratic opportunity to participate in building a better BC. Two events are scheduled The Teach In—topics include “What Cuts?” What Impacts?” “How do we react?” March 20, 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m., Vancouver Public Library Rally at the Vancouver Art Gallery April 10, 11:30 a.m. For more information contact David Halme dhalme@bctf.ca, 604-871-1883.)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "Eid Mubarak to all those celebrating in BC!" @bcliberals - 06:52pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13512,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 20, Number 1, September 2007 College elections Are you interested in becoming a BCTF-endorsed candidate for the college council? The next round of elections for the BC College of Teachers Council under the new provisions of the Teaching Profession Act will take place in April/May 2008. The BC College of Teachers is the regulatory body of the teaching profession in BC. The college has a focused mandate: teacher education, teacher certification, and member discipline. Responsibility for governing the college rests with the 20-person council. Twelve of 20 council members are elected by the membership. Eight council members are appointed by the minister of education. The role of a council member is to make policy decisions, to make quasi-judicial decisions concerning individuals and institutions, to represent the college on various external committees, and to communicate with members. Further information about the college can be found at www.bcct.ca. Elections are held in 4 of the 12 geographic zones each year. This year, elections will be held in the following college election zones, Zone 1North Coast, Zone 3South Central, Zone 8Lower Mainland East, and Zone 10Lower Mainland West. The term of office is a three-year term, beginning August 1 and ending on July 31. The BCTF has established a policy that provides for the zonal selection of a BCTF-endorsed candidate in each zone where an election is being held. Only active BCTF members are eligible for BCTF endorsation as candidates in BC College of Teachers elections. Each local has the right to select one nominee. This nominee must be endorsed by an executive, delegate assembly, or general meeting of the local. Each local nominee must undertake to abide by the endorsation process. Once a local has nominated a candidate, the name of the candidate will be forwarded to the BCTF staff co-ordinator. The co-ordinator is responsible for ensuring that each local in the zone conducts a vote to determine the zones BCTF-endorsed candidate by secret ballot in accordance with BCTF procedures. The BCTF will publicize, among members, the names of all BCTF-endorsed candidates. The BCTF provides funding to assist local nominees in seeking to become the BCTF-endorsed candidate in a college zone. The BCTF also provides funding to assist endorsed candidates in the college elections. If you are interested in being considered as your local nominee for the BCTF-endorsed candidate in one of the college zones where an election is being held, please contact your local president as soon as possible. If you have any questions about BCTF procedures for endorsing candidates, contact Mike Lombardi, BCTF staff (phone: 604-871-1849, toll free-1-800-663-9163 local 1849, mlombardi@bctf.ca).  Mike Lombardi Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141003,www.facebook.com,https://www.facebook.com/supporteducationinbc/photos/pb.1442360749345844.-2207520000.1412360591./1468157046766214/I2s6/?_fb_noscript=1,Page Not Found | Facebook For a better experience on Facebook, enable JavaScript in your browser, or switch to our mobile site. Facebook logo Email or Phone Password Keep me logged in Forgot your password? Sign Up Sorry, this page isn't available The link you followed may be broken, or the page may have been removed. Go back to the previous page · Go to the Facebook homepage · Visit the Help Center Mobile Find Friends Badges People Pages Places Games Locations About Create Ad Create Page Developers Careers Privacy Cookies Terms Help Facebook © 2014 · English (US))
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Foster parents are ordinary people engaged in extraordinary acts of kindness. Join the team! http://t.co/6jUkcsOp6V" @Teresa_Wat - 04:31pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7800,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 1, September 2004 The school library by Randi Louise Hermans All children in Canada should have access to a school library run by a qualified teacher-librarian. Does your school have one? A teacher-librarian is a certified teacher who has an additional education diploma in the professional and management functions of a school library. In 1998, the B.C. teachers’ contract had ratios for non-enrolling teachers. Schools were required to have one teacher-librarian for every 702 students. The language for non-enrolling teachers was stripped from our collective agreements by the B.C. Liberals in January 2002. Since then, many schools in our province have no teacher-librarian running the library, or the teacher-librarian time has been cut back to such a degree that there is no time to offer a quality library program. Many teacher-librarians have been forced to incorporate prep-time coverage into their library assignment. This is not the answer. Teacher-librarians do far more than sign out books to students. Besides managing the collection, they teach research skills, encourage children to read, provide book talks and story times, work with teachers on co-operative units, organize author visits and book fairs, and select and purchase material to support the school curriculum. Teacher-librarians serve all students and every educational level, as well as every area of the curriculum. Research done in nine states since 1999 shows that schools that have well-stocked school libraries, staffed by qualified teacher-librarians working with staff on co-operative units, have higher levels of student achievement. The research shows that scores are 10 to 20% higher in those schools. Similar results are likely in Canada. In June 2003, the first Summit on Canadian School Libraries was held in Ottawa. Roch Carrier, the National Librarian of Canada at the time, deplored the state of school libraries in Canada: "The state of our school libraries can only be described as desperate in almost every province." British Columbia is one of the best provinces for school libraries in Canada, but unfortunately cuts continue to happen in all districts. A clerk or parent volunteer in the school library is not the answer. Many children are introduced to Canadian authors and Canadian stories at school. Children learn about our country’s culture and heritage by reading both fiction and non-fiction books written by Canadian authors. When teacher-librarians are eliminated or have their budgets slashed, these books don’t get purchased for the school library. In his report titled "The Crisis in Canada’s School Libraries: The Case for Reform and Reinvestment," published in June 2003, Dr. Ken Haycock states: "Studies show that qualified teacher-librarians have systematically sought out Canadian books and other media to ensure that the Canadian experience forms a significant part of each child’s education." The Canadian Coalition for School Libraries was formed in March 2002. Publishers, parents, authors, teachers, and teacher-librarians have joined forces to advocate for school libraries across Canada. The CCSL advocates for well-funded school libraries staffed by qualified teacher-librarians. More information is available on its web site: www.peopleforeducation.com/librarycoalition. As well, the B.C. Coalition for School Libraries was formed in the summer of 2003 to provide a provincial view and to advocate for school libraries in B.C. Now that most homes and schools have access to computers and the Internet, parents, teachers, and administrators may feel that print resources are unimportant. But children need to learn the research steps in elementary school using print resources. The Internet can be a valuable resource tool, but students need to learn the process so they are not plagiarizing. Teacher-librarians working with classroom teachers are the best providers to teach this skill. The School Library Manifesto was prepared by the International Federation of Library Associations and Institutions and approved by UNESCO in 1999. It states: The school library provides information and ideas that are fundamental to functioning successfully in today’s society, which is increasingly information and knowledge-based. The school library equips students with lifelong learning skills and develops the imagination, enabling them to live as responsible citizens. October 25 is National School Library Day and International School Library Day. Schools across Canada and around the world will be using this day to celebrate school libraries. Please find out what is happening at your school and help to celebrate it. The web site for NSLD is www.nsld.ca/. If your school or your child’s school doesn’t have a teacher-librarian, find out why. Teachers, parents, and grandparents need to demand that their children have access to a quality school library. In future columns, we’ll be sharing ideas about how you can work with your teacher-librarian. My sincerest hope is that you have a teacher-librarian in your school. Randi Louise Hermans is a teacher-librarian and is vice-president of the B.C. Teacher-Librarians’ Association. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/02/will-bc-government-agree-to-mediation.html?showComment=1329893120022,Staffroom Confidential: Will the BC government agree to mediation to resolve teacher bargaining? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Monday, February 20, 2012 Will the BC government agree to mediation to resolve teacher bargaining? Today the BCTF made a request for the Labour Relations Board to appoint a mediator to help resolve teacher bargaining. Not only the LRB, but also the Minister can call for various forms of mediation and arbitration to resolve the issue. Calls and suggestions for this have been made in a number of arenas, including the press. Mediation and arbitration can be effective ways to deal with an impasse. In Saskatchewan, an arbitrator was able to find middle ground in the recent teachers dispute over pay. Back in 2005, after a two week walkout, the BC government agreed to appoint Vince Ready to develop recommendations to end the teachers strike. Although not everything teachers wanted, teachers did vote to accept his recommendations and end the strike. As I understand the process, the LRB will first approach BCPSEA (the government's bargaining agent) to see if they will agree to mediation. How will they respond? That will be telling. If they refuse, it indicates that the government is unwilling to have a resolution with anything other than getting their way. If they refuse, we can no doubt anticipate a legislated "solution", imposing the governments will. Hardly a way to support collective bargaining in a democratic society. And hardly a way to regain and renew relationships with teachers so critical to enhancing our public education system. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 3:41 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 8 comments: AnonymousFebruary 20, 2012 at 4:05 PM Sorry but I have NO support for the BC teachers!If you don't like your job, get another one - no one is holding a gun to your head. Think about how you are affecting the working poor and single parent families who have to pay extra for afterschool care with reduced school hours and no more recess for elementary kids in many schools. When unemployment is in the DOUBLE DIGITS - be thankful you have a job and are not subject to performance reviews like the private sector as many would be shocked to see how HARD those of us not hiding behind a "union" actually work - even those of us who have university education and more.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousFebruary 20, 2012 at 4:56 PM This person is a clueless ranting fool.Delete AnonymousFebruary 20, 2012 at 10:59 PM School hours are not reduced; parents are not out extra money. And I've worked in both public education and the private sector - the work is equally hard in both, although the nature of the work is different.Delete AnonymousFebruary 21, 2012 at 9:10 AM Actually, I am not a "clueless ranting fool", but an educated parent who is familiar with the "concerns" of the teachers. SCHOOL HOURS are actually REDUCED in the Nanaimo School District presently as my child is not provided a recess and the end of the school day is now 15 minutes earlier than before the "work to rule" job action by the teachers. For afterschool, parents have been charged for the early 15 minute pick up time as the school day ends at 2:15 now rather than 2:30. I hope that you will understand my frustration since this is ACTUALLY happening in my city where the unemployment rate was 16% last Spring and Nanaimo was recognized as having the highest unemployment rate in British Columbia. THESE ARE THE HARD FACTS. You cannot simply scoff at the concerns of parents and childrens from your glass house. The responses to my ACCURATE post above are humorous in so far as they clearly illustrate the disconnect from reality by educators.Delete AnonymousFebruary 21, 2012 at 11:51 AM The teachers in Nanaimo did not cancel recess. That decision was made by Nanaimo administration. Why is it that other districts continue to provide supervision during recess but Nanaimo can not? I'm sorry to hear that you have no support for your children's teachers.Delete AnonymousFebruary 21, 2012 at 7:42 PM Teachers did not cancel recess. This decision was made by admin. Teachers are on the record as saying they disagree with the cancellation of recess for educational reasons. I suggest you do your research and give your child's teacher the respect and support they deserve.Delete Reply Michelle DaviesFebruary 20, 2012 at 4:22 PM Too bad that you annonymous commentors do not realize that the teachers and their union are working hard for the children in their classes to have a quality public education system. The way the gov is slashing programs and budgets you may very soon have to pay for private tuition for your children to go to school. The teachers are your allies.ReplyDelete AnonymousFebruary 21, 2012 at 10:45 PM To the Anonymous 9:10 blogger- This is not a "work to rule" campaign but is a Teach Only campaign. In a work to rule campaign all teachers withdraw from all voluntary activities. This has not been the case in Phase 1 of the Teach Only Campaign. Teachers are still running clubs and sports teams if they choose to. In the Teach Only campaign any withdrawl from extracurricular activities was by the choice of the teacher with union support.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ▼  February (11) BC Teachers' Day of Action: It's about priorities.... Rally to support teachers for a fair deal On a legislated contract and parents who care - on... Will the BC government agree to mediation to resol... Confusing differentiation with adverse discriminat... Are BC workers getting wage increases? Are Principals friends of public education? Negotiate, don't legislate BC's Learning Improvement Fund - 1 minute per stud... Go east, young teacher Kevin Falcon speaks the Liberal truth - serve the ... ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/issues/research.aspx?id=5828,BCTF > Coquitlam Special Education Summary, selected schools  	Untitled Page  For Teachers For Parents For Media Home E-mail Lists Links A to Z Index Contact Us Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources Home > Issues in Education > Inclusive Education > Research Project Coquitlam Special Education Summary, selected schools, 2002-03   PHYSCL DPNDNT (A) DEAF BLIND (B) MD SRV PRF/DIS (C) PHYSCL DIS/CHR (D) VISUAL IMPAIR (E) DEAF/HRD HEAR (F) AUTISM (G) SEVERE BEHAV (H) INTEL DIS MILD (K) GIFTED (P) LRNG DIS (Q) MBS/ MNT ILL (R) SCHOOL TOTAL Central Elementary     3 1   1   3 2 5 22 6 43 Glen Elementary 3     5   3 2     8 13 1 35 Kwayhquitlum Middle     1 1 1 3   9   19 14 6 54 Pinetree Secondary   1 6 8 2 3 1 5 4 35 24 54 143 Porter Street Elementary     1 1     1 3 1 7 7 1 22 Summit Middle   1 1 7   1 3 1 1 17 18 9 59 Terry Fox Secondary 1   4 7 5 7 4 24 5 36 50 44 187 Programs   Levels (A) Physically dependent   Level 1: Dependent - A, B (B) Deaf/blind   Level 2: Low incidence - C, D, E, F, G (C) Moderate to profound intellectual disability   Level 3: Severe behaviour - H (D) Physical disability or chronic health impairment   Level 4: High incidence - K, P, Q, R (E) Visual impairment     (F) Deaf or hard of hearing     (G) Autism     (H) Intensive behaviour intervention/serious mental illness     (K) Mild intellectual disability     (P) Gifted     (Q) Learning disability     (R) Moderate behaviour support/mental illness     SOURCE: Form 1701: Special education summary by school [for Coquitlam], as at September 30, 2002   About Us | News & Events | Publications | Advocacy & Action | Social Justice | Issues in Education © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141006,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2014/09/tentative-agreement-yes-or-no.html?showComment0751410963171425,Staffroom Confidential: Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, September 16, 2014 Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Despite what I know was a herculean effort on the part of our bargaining team, I very much hope that BC teachers will vote no to the tentative agreement. After five weeks of strike, and twelve years of legal battles, this is not the deal that will restore sanity to public education and it is not a fair deal for teachers and students. Just as teachers in Saskatchewan rejected a deal to ensure a better outcome, I hope BC teachers will consider a no vote to let our team know we have to go back to the bargaining table. Class size, composition The agreement provided a modified LIF fund starting at $75 million per year and increasing to $85 by the last year. It is for teachers only, which will mean a slight improvement in Districts where sizeable portions were spent on Education Assistants or senior District staff rather than teachers. However, in an average size District like Victoria (20,000 students, 1,000 teachers), this will translate into about 5-10 more teachers. That is one for every five schools. To put it in comparison, Justice Griffin's judgement estimated the lost funding due to lost class size language at about $330 million in current dollars. (Read more here about the proposed Education Fund.) I heard so many teachers speak up about the need to ensure that we do not return to over-crowded classes when the strike ends. This agreement does very little to alleviate what is the most pressing issue. Throwing away the court victory The agreement provides a "reopener" in the event we win on appeal our class size language. What this means is that the language returns, but is not implemented until new language is negotiated. Without the actual implementation of the returned language, there will be very little incentive for the government to bargain it back. We would essentially be back in the very same position we are in today, with government trying to bargain it out and us trying to bargain it back in. In my opinion, even if we were legislated back to work we would be in a superior position. If we won the appeal the government would then be forced to implement the language. We are thus throwing away our historic court victory and the bargaining pressure it potentially creates. The reopener is really only mildly less offensive than E80. In both cases, we have to bargain back what was illegally taken from our contract and the government will probably never have to restore it. In fact, the "reopener" creates the perfect opportunity for government to lock us out to try and force us to agree to something far inferior. Throwing away the remedy for the last twelve years The agreement provides $105 million to compensate for grievances over-sized classes for the last twelve years. Using Justice Griffin's estimates, our loss is roughly $300 million times 12 = over $3 billion. I cannot fathom how $105 million is a fair compromise. The BCTF's original proposal to put this money back into the system was a more fair and productive approach. This agreement means we can no longer go to the courts for a fair remedy. Wages The agreement is very close to government's original offer. While I would be willing to accept this if the class size language was returned, teachers should not be taking such a significant monetary loss without the commensurate gain in working conditions. We have lost roughly 12% of our annual salary. We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut. Minimal improvements There are very minimal improvements in preparation time for elementary teachers (10 minutes per week), and TTOC daily rate. The TTOC daily rate change may depend on your grid placement. It could actually be a wage loss for long term TTOCs who are above category 5 and step 7. There is also $11 million in health and dental benefits. At 40,000 members, this is $275 each. Hardly worth consideration in the context of the rest of the agreement. What next? There are a variety of options if we vote no. We can continue the strike. We can choose to return to work and continue bargaining. We do not, and should not, accept an agreement that doesn't meet our needs and doesn't meet the needs of students and public education. When Saskatchewan teachers rejected the first deal which had 5.5% wage increases over four years, the second deal had 7.3% increases over four years. They have said this still isn't good enough. For us, our main issue is classroom conditions. We need to say this isn't good enough. The way to do that is to vote no. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 7:48 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 124 comments: Troy MooreSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:17 PM The EC recommendation states the open clause will be argued from restored language. However, selling our grievances for nothing as the 105 million is strike savings, is plenty of reason to vote no. Further, no composition caps, but a fund controlled by Superintendents is enough reason to vote no. Thursday I will vote no.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:06 PM Re-opener also says "education fund" in place until new language bargained, so old language can disappear forever.Delete Reply Mme RousseauSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:33 PM Government starved us to death hoping we'd vote yes to whatever deal they'd offer. Planned it from the start.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:07 PM We can sill choose (collectively) to return to work if we reject this deal. Many options.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:09 PM Great analysis, Tara! I think that returning to work would be a bad idea. This will frustrate parents more if they need to find new ways to deal with taking care fo kids. USe the money given to you by the other unions. I am a teacher who had to quit for stress over the terrible condition of work (split FI grade 4/5, several low LD kids with little support, one severe with no support, 2 gifted (no support), and a principal who expected me to teach 2 separate social studies AND science programs)Delete Reply Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:56 PM Good points by all but the gov't succeeded in starving my family out and completly breaking us. I will be voting YES and live to fight another dayReplyDelete Replies schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:21 PM 'Fight another day'? In the last twelve years that we have been pushing back against this government, never has the tide tide been so much with teachers, class size/composition, and public education - and never has the government been pushed back onto the ropes (especially with the call for binding arbitration). What 'other day' is being proposed that we wait for? Now is the time. Vote 'no' and give the BCTF bargaining team a renewed mandate to get a decent deal for students and teachers.Delete Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:10 PM "Another day" means to wake up and realize that 2more weeks means my family of 5 could lose our home. It means I will do all I can to recall Cc, Factbender, and other mla's, and maybe even having "a guy I know" have a chat with them. In year 1 of their reign, I don't believe they even know what "the ropes" are. I will vote YES ...for my family, and I can live with thatDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:12 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply Karen FergusonSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:03 PM Just a question: When the Saskatchewan teachers voted no, had they already been on strike for 5 weeks?ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM No. They are working with no contract. They are not on strike.Delete Shannon DavisSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:23 AM I am a Saskatchewan teacher. We are not on strike; we are currently in the conciliation process after voting "no" to 2 previous offersDelete Reply "Mama Rose"September 16, 2014 at 9:27 PM Can we truly return to work without agreeing and continue bargaining? When I suggested returning to work a few weeks ago, the answer was "being on strike puts pressure on the gov't and without pressure they have no reason to settle." And can you explain more how legislating us back would be better than agreeing to this deal? And finally, why would the BCTF executive put forward a deal that was not a good one?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:30 PM Because they need confirmation of the resolve of the membership to get something better. That is what a no vote does.Delete Reply Troylana MSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:28 PM some great points to ponder, tara......thinking thinking....ReplyDelete schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:43 PM If we vote 'no' to the tentative deal we still have options: We'd not have a contract. But we could... a) strike with full picket lines b) partially strike with phase 1 (work-to-rule) in schools c) partially strike with periodic/rotating job action d) continue negotiating e) return to work and re-escalate strike f) some/all of the above ReplyDelete Replies Caroline MackenzieSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:21 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:14 PM a) will expedite matters (I say less that 3 days)Delete Reply danabjornsonSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:05 PM I am thinking that a legislated, crappier contract would only be in effect for 2 years max (before elections...). If we take this offer, then we will be agreeing to this pseudo-E80. Should we win the court case (which we likely will), we will have to settle on the terms of the THIS negotiated contract which doesn't actually restore learning conditions; it simply allows for those conditions to be negotiated. If we say n, then we default to the 2002 contract, which DOES restore the language. A "yes" vote is saying that we are good on "crumbs"; a "no" vote is saying we want an actual meal. That's my understanding, anyway. Please correct me where I am wrong, Tara. :)ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:44 PM And word is IF they legislate, they could opt to legislate back Grade 10-12 only causing the union to have to lay off all teachers and re-hire based on seniority. That will tear the union at the seams pitting teacher against teacher for those positions. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:17 PM There will be a general strike if that were to happen! They better not do this. They will regret it.Delete Reply imaginefunlearningSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:09 PM Some good points on the background of our fight over the past 12 years, which I have been actively engaged in; however we need to recognize the climate we are in. We are not in Sask. people! We have just come through a very long summer!! We need to thank our @bctf bargaining team & recognize the toll this has taken on all of us & our families. I don't have the luxury of more time on the strike line. This may be as good as it gets. Let's read the agreement and consider getting back to work and making some $ again! That's my 2 cents worth, which would come in really handy right now!!!ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:18 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply RobSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:11 PM Go back in work to rule mode. Work this winter to recall every Liberal MLA. ThAt is the only way to apply pressure to these criminals. ReplyDelete Replies Kate RestonSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:03 PM Recall! Not sure who won the battle but the war is still onDelete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:14 AM Well said Kate... I agree 100%Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:20 PM I think say NO and a better deal will be done in less than 3 days. These guys are not criminals, they are lower than that. I bet they get a sick pleasure in hurting the kids and the teachers.Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:31 PM An official recall is in the works: https://www.facebook.com/groups/316129595235450/?fref=ts Please consider joining.Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:26 AM Leah - do you honestly think anyone who voted BC Liberal did so thinking that they would act any differently on the education file?Delete Reply JJSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:16 PM I am glad to see other members who share my views. I am outraged at a 1.2 percent "raise" in salary per year that doesn't even meet inflation of currently 2%. I feel used and abused.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:23 PM Not to mention all of the other pittance! I am actually surprised that Iker asked teachers to vote on this! Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:18 PM Hi Tara Thanks for the summary! Will we be able to vote NO to the deal, but vote YES to returning to work? Will there be three options when we vote Thursday? Why did the BCTF agree to a substandard deal for us? If we vote no to a deal that was recommended to us, the teachers look like the bad guys and public approval will plummet. I am very disappointed and frustratedReplyDelete Replies KataSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:12 AM Public approval will not necessarily plummet. I have seen strikes where the membership has voted against the executive's "best results to date", and ended up with a better offer. This offer is an insult. The $300 million will not bring funding to the national average (I believe). More importantly, the wage offer is half of the average wage increase for public and private workers (StatsCan). Delete Reply MontySeptember 16, 2014 at 10:19 PM Thank you, Tara. My thoughts too, more clearly expressed. As well, Thursday is too soon to vote, too soon to vote, too soon to vote........ReplyDelete Richard ChalkeSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:21 PM Vote no and lose every shred of public support...just sayin!ReplyDelete Replies UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:31 AM I am a member of the public and would support a "no" vote. js!.Delete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:01 AM Richard Chalke, NO you won't! I am a mother with 3 adopted special needs children who need to be in a class that is designed for them and others like them (my kids are academically slightly delayed but their issues are more social and behavioural) where they can receive the education they deserve taught in a way they can comprehend. I will speak now for all the parents I know, and we will support the teacher's if they continue to fight for our children's best interest.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:28 PM It might not be pretty at first, but once we explain things (and I hope the Mandarin-speaking teachers flood the Richmond organization that voiced their concerns), they will back us. The 3 billions that the judge came to is the first I hear about. This should be stated to every newsmedia comment section in the province. Minimize pickets and flood those outlets with commenters, just like the Liberals do. Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:45 PM I am a member of the public and a single Mother of a child in the public school system. You will NOT lose one bit of my support if you vote no. I know that you are sacrificing so that my child can have a better education, and I am most grateful for it. Having said that, I also know that you are exhausted and broke. I have been dreading that you may have to settle for less than what you (we) deserve because the government succeeded in breaking you. I am not in your shoes, so cannot judge. If the vote is a yes, I understand and I am still behind you. Delete Reply Alison RocheSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:25 PM It is a crap deal. It's always a crap deal. Once you raise the stakes to striking, anything else is a cave in. The last time we walked out was the 3 day illegal strike where I threw away 1200$ and got EXACTLY the same contract I had the year before. The BCTF called it a win because they didn't rip up MORE of my contract. Ridiculous. There are a few of us that believe that working to contract, doing 100% of your teaching job and nothing more (like paying for supplies out of your own pocket or EC) is the only way teachers will survive this government. What if they get re-elected again? Then what? Teachers have lost thousands to these clowns to make "statements" about the state of public education in this province. We can't keep sacrificing ourselves and our families. And in the meantime, you talk to parents about why you have to take this crappy road. Because up until this strike they mostly didn't care about the state of education, but god forbid you didn't run a Sports Day. Then suddenly they wanted to know what the hell was going on. Keep the conversation going in schools. Attend your PAC meetings and stop enabling this govt to underfund and overwork the system. And still get paid!ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:20 AM I am very excited at the prospect of returning to my beloved job on Friday. However I will NOT continue to put my personal money into my classroom and I will be seriously reconsidering my involvement in extra curriculars. I think we shoot ourselves in the foot with all the unpaid work we so willingly volunteer to do. Delete Reply FCSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:38 PM I heard a rumour last week from a loose lipped government insider that after the 22nd, depending on the outcome of the negotiations the Liberals were going to announce a 3 step process. I was not clear if this was based on 3 steps to resolve the strike (perhaps the 3rd step is legislation??) or 3 steps to overhaul the education system, either way, they will settle it outright. I wish you all luck and all the information that you need to make a sound decision of what you feel is best.ReplyDelete Replies Lisa BurrowsSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:53 PM I have heard similar rumours. On the 23rd, the gov. was planning on introducing a $6000 per year voucher system for 3 choices: an academic or trades program, or something called EducationCanada. Not clear whether their intention was to privatize the public system, de-certify teachers and hire them back under new wage/benefits. Not clear where these rumours originated from. Maybe fear tactics to get teachers to vote yes. In any event, I plan on voting yes. I signed up to be a teacher, not a martyr. This strike has cost us a lot. We need to regain our livelihood and hopefully continue the conversation about class composition. We have at least awakened many people to the issue, and the court case is still an avenue that could eventually improve teaching and learning conditions.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:33 PM I urge all teachers to fight and say NO to this deal. Retired teacher who had to retire because horrendous work conditions. Make me proud. They will not last long if you say NO! I know this is tough, but there is money and I hear that Van City does offer loan at low to 0 %. Banks do allow you to miss a mortgage payment. Go talki to your banker.Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM Will school districts require teachers to make up missed days, as suggested in the media? Will the school calendar be changing to make up for the missed three weeks and if so will we be made aware of those changes PRIOR to the vote? ReplyDelete KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:41 PM "Wages..... We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut." And that is the cost of going on strike!!! There is nothing that can be done about that. You cannot go on strike and put up the raise you want every week to compensate for your time on strike - it doesn't work that way.ReplyDelete Replies Drew StevensonSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:59 AM I believe the missing "..." Suggests that they meant to refer to the losses against inflation since the last wage step increase. Thus this contract does not allow us to recover the buying power lost to inflation since the last non contract or "0%" year. Add those up and compare against the proposed increase and you see that by the end of the contract, we won't be able to afford the same value of goods (loaves of bread, watts of energy, litres of gas) that we could at the end of the last contracts term. It was not a comment about wages that were lost in the strike. Those are really small potatoes when compared to the grinding power of inflation over years and years. The next contract will use this latest for a bench mark so these losses to inflation will grind at all teachers for as long as they teach. A death of a thousand cuts to our ability to afford basic goods and services. Any raise less than inflation is a cut to the value placed on us and on our ability to pay our bills. Delete Reply Ed SSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:09 PM Having lost $20,000 (including summer school wages) as the single income for a family of five is far too much; I will be voting YES to the deal, unless the independently wealthy teachers out there who wish to continue the strike will pay my bills and mortgage for me.ReplyDelete Replies Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:14 PM I feel ya. Yes for meDelete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:18 AM Ed S. With all due respect (and I mean that), how did you lose $20,000 in the strike? Teachers were out 2 weeks (all out) before they were supposed to be in June, and now 3 weeks for the start of school? It is my understanding that teachers don't get paid through the summer months. Please correct me if I'm wrong, wherever I'm wrong. Shouldn't you have been financially alright for the summer months at least? Also all teachers knew this strike had a possibility of extending into the new school year but no one teacher budgeted for this possibility? I'm truly just trying to get a clear picture of where this all stems. NO disrespect intended.Delete BlairSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:12 AM Kelly, not Ed but if you look at the numbers there was the 10% lockout haircut in May/June plus the loss of most of June and the loss of much of September. In our 1 teacher (1 non) household we calculated a $9 K - $10 K loss so far. If you add summer school earnings you can easily make the loss in the $20 k zone. As for budgeting, we budget for the summer, but did not expect the 10% haircut, nor the loss of June/Sept days which completely messed our budgeting calculations. A very good friend (single teaching mother) was crushed by the loss of the June income and is without a penny today.Delete Mr. SmoothSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:35 PM The only one who didn't get a haircut was Jim Iker... and he needs one more than anyone else. What's with that over-coiffed 70"s mullet Jim? Does wonders for the BCTF brand image!Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:55 PM Jim's hair is not open for discussion in a respectful space like this. As for his salary, he is a teacher who does not get paid when we are on strike.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:04 PM Totally agree!Delete Reply Mr. GSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:24 PM If I thought they could do any better I would agree with voting NO, but you have to be realistic. The BCTF does not use professionals to bargain and always ends up with much less than they promise the membership when asking for a strike vote. While this is not a great deal for teachers, I really think you're fooling yourself if you think it'll get any better.ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:02 AM BCTF needs to be replaced with younger more adept representatives and advocates. Also, we should be hiring professional contract negotiators - you don't go into battle with cut throat corporate types with a wooden knife. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:37 PM This is BAD deal! Say NO to it and show those (expletives) that we will not take it anymore! Come on! Show them that teachers have a spine! They will respect us, oddly!Delete Reply retaSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:51 PM I agree with Richard. Those in the public that are uniformed would be furious, and there are many teachers who just can't afford to use their wages as their voice any longer - too much has already been donated to the government. In my opinion, the deal is pretty lame. I am sitting on the fence.ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:24 AM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:26 AM So true!!! I cannot afford to fight this battle for public education any longer. Why is this my personal and professional obligation??? However I think this deal is weak weak weak. I also think its the best we are going to get. Ideologically I'm on the fence but my wallet will vote YES.Delete Reply SirThinksToo MuchSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:54 PM My wife and I will be voting "Yes" on Thursday for it is the middle path. The easy path would have been for us to go back to school with E-80 & E-81 over our heads. The difficult path would be for us to vote "No" and put our mortgage at risk and having to continue asking retired parents for handouts to feed a family with three kids. The middle path is the wisest choice for us considering the current political climate in which those who do not teach are the quickest to judge it harshly.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:41 PM I understand that this is really tough for you! I almost died teaching a few month ago. I had to quit. Please consider holding on and say no. Remember the short loss in salary will be offset in the LONG-RUn by better salary increase. This is a joke! They will be laughing at you even more if we accept this. This is a very bad deal! However, I do respect your position!Delete Reply DaleSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:16 AM Why would classroom conditions be better on October 9th after being legislated back? We have been outplayed because of our stubborn refusal to outdated, tired old tactics. It is because of these actions that have led us to this terrible deal. Time to reset, regroup and stock up for the long haul. Can't do it if half the members commit hara kiri on themselves. We are a union of professionals not a cult. ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:49 AM Could not agree more.Delete schreck!September 17, 2014 at 9:44 AM Could you please advise which tactics you believe could have been used to secure a superior deal?Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:47 AM Full disclosure: I'm a BC Liberal supporter. The only people who would benefit from a NO vote are the BC Liberals. Teachers would be bargaining with no leverage whatsoever and would be viewed by a large segment of the population as unreasonable. The BC Liberals then get portray themselves as the only party capable of dealing with the BCTF. schreck! says that the BCTF has the government on the ropes, but he couldn't be farther from the truth. The government wants people to view the BCTF as their primary opponent. Disputes like this just shore up the BC Liberal base and protect its right flank. Any half-baked recall campaign will only reinforce that. It's true teachers aren't going to recoup the lost wages from the strike. I would suggest to you that that means this job action was probably not in teachers' interests, especially without any sort of appreciable strike fund. This is the best deal teachers were ever going to get with this government and people should have been able to recognize that in June. If you want my advice (which you probably don't), it would be to spend the next 5 years building up a strike fund, electing better leaders, and hiring a professional negotiating team. Don't bring a knife to a gunfight and expect things to go well. Focus on getting the best deal you can from whoever the government is rather than trying to change the government, the HST, Kinder Morgan or a thousand different issues that distract from education and erode the union's finances further. You'd be doing yourself a favour, and probably doing the NDP a favour at the same time. Also, if schreck! is David Schreck, you can thank his opposition to STV for the last two BC Liberal majorities. I know I do.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:11 PM One step would be to stop making political contributions to the NDP. This only contributes to the childish animosity and lack of trust that has constantly characterized negotiations. How else can the Socreds/Liberals view teachers except as enemies when they so publicly support their opponents. This stupid confrontational immature approach has to STOP!!!!! Education should not be a political fight when it is so obviously a valuable benefit to our society. It was an NDP government that legislated teachers back to work in 1993. Stop making education a political fight.Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:10 PM I don't think they have to go that far. CUPE and the Nurses still contribute to the NDP yet they don't have the same acrimonious relationship. CUPE and the Nurses just make their members their priority, and broader advocacy second.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:55 PM Ryan (possibly a Liberal paid commenter), with all due respect, I disagree with you. The cumulative increase in lieu of this will be better. Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can. I say to Iker, ask for 6% over 3 years because these people love to play the 15% over 15 year game to make it so big on the surface. Some people think that this is 15% every year. Believe me! I have seen it in comment sections. Others believe that the 15% is too high not understanding that they must divide things over the duration of the contract. It is time that we play it smarter. It is time to put the foot down and ask for money given to us by other unions, if it is needed. Banks can accept one late mortgage payment. It would be suicidal for them to not help. Imagine the possible damage if that ever leaks out. They could lose a lot in teacher money. I for one would pull my money out of a bank in support! Teachers are going to show this government that we have a spine! Enough is enough! Aren't you tired of being treated like kids? (Retired teacher who almost died in a car accident because of work conditions that were horrendous. I had to quit.)Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 AM Not paid by the BC Liberals. I pay them actually... :/ I imagine astroturfers of any affiliation wouldn't disclose their bias. "Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can." How did that work in May 2013? If the teachers reject a contract that their own union endorsed, it will make teachers seem unreasonable. Whether that perception is true or fair is irrelevant. It's what will happen, and teachers will be weaker as a result. Take my advice. Build up a strike fund and focus on the internal governance of the BCTF for the next 6 years. You'll be better off for it. Or not. I don't mind you or others making it easier for the party I support to get elected. I'd just rather not see kids and teachers hurt in the process.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:37 AM Ah! The "don't-hurt-kids" card, hey, when you have underfunded education for 12 years! WOW! That takes the cake! Are your trolling? Oh! You are serious? :) Would you be surprised if I don't follow your advice, considering your lack of logic? Would you be surprised if others don't follow your advice? It is ttue that bullies like you and your ilks love to show who is the boss, who is the teacher now! I suspect that is at the root of the problem! No one wants to fail in school! No one wants to get the strap! Sad that today's teachers don't like it too! But, who cares, we are ... teachers! We deserve it! BAH! BAH! BAH!Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:22 PM That's fine. I look forward to another 16 years of BC Liberal government.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:41 PM 16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate! Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan! Sociopaths do that!Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 9:35 AM "16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate!" 16 years of our opponents still don't understand why they lost. Like I said, that's fine with me. If I said the Liberals would be in power for at least another 13 years back in 2004 you probably would have laughed too. Heck, if I told you on May 13 last year that the BC Liberals would be reelected on May 14 you'd probably have laughed too. And you were wrong. Why is that? Answer that question if you want the NDP to win the next election. Without a correct answer to it, the NDP's cause is hopeless. "Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan!" You feel they are flawed, and that's fine. I don't go around calling people who disagree with me sociopaths, nor do I accuse them of being paid shills. But I also don't feel much need to address your ad hominems. There are logical arguments to support your position, but argumentum ad hominem is not one of them. It's a textbook logical fallacy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 1:15 PM Ah! Now I get it! It is all ego-based! You think because you voted the winning party that you are a winner and we are losers! You think because you predicted that the Liberals would win, you are winner. That does not make YOU a winner or the Liberals! It is called DEMOGRAPHICS, you expletives. The baby boomers are getting old and because they have more assets and won't make a whole lot more for too long, they need to vote a govn't who is going to do just that! It is not rocket science! WOW! You think you are so superior when your party stole an election with 47% of the popular vote. That's not a majority and your party should not have been elected. BTW, did you delete from your ethical memory the words Ethnic voting scandal? The field is slanted and you know it. However, you are so willing to minimize, forget the scams and bad fairplay tactics like a sociopath is allowed to minimize or ignore his or victims emotions that you don't see that you are the loser, we are the victim of your constant bullying. 1% wage increases after years of 0% increases and you can justify that when Yahoo reports that the average Canadian can hope to get 2.5% this and next year: https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html You Liberals behave like fascists, but we can't call you that because that's not allowed! Well! Guess what? It is and you are. Live with it! You keep on dreaming you are a genius! :) I am retired, getting soon a nice pension, and laughing at you from a beach somewhere! AHAHA! Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 2:14 PM What's with the name calling Peter? For someone claiming to be retired you really don't show the wisdom of age. For someone who talks about logic, you use logical fallacies like ad hominems a lot too. It's a fair point that the BC Liberals didn't get a majority of the vote (and I'm a very big supporter of electoral reform). The BC Liberals + Conservatives did though, and I don't think it's realistic to expect the BC Conservatives to have been more generous had they been part of government. Last time I checked I just voted. I didn't "victimize" anyone. Perhaps your rage is misplaced. If you think the election was "stolen" I'm afraid I have to question your grasp on reality though. "Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?" I'm glad you'll have a pleasant retirement Peter. I have no ill will towards you. I'm not sure why you think I do. I'm not saying people were *right* to vote BC Liberal. That's a matter of opinion. All I'm saying is people *did* vote BC Liberal. More voted BC Liberal than BC NDP for the last 5 elections in a row actually. You need to understand why that happened in order to change it for the next election. Clearly you're not interested in that though. Which is fair enough. Just remember next time you're upset about something the BC Liberals do that your lack of interest is part of why the BC Liberals get elected at all.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 3:23 PM I love your culture --or the lack of thereof! Guess what, stop thinking averybody is white and must follow your little rules. Namecalling? Sociopath? Whaaaat? And, what if you are? Still can't call you that? :) You fascist right-wingers are big on censorship! I just don't like you giving us lessons on how to get the NDP in. As stated, people are voting right of the NDP because it is a matter of demographics and a little ethnic vote buying on the side. The rest is mumbo jombo. Yes, of course, they will have to go on strike in the future and yes they will have to build a strike fund. The Liberals stole that from the BCTF too! And, you wonder why I don't have any respect for them? Yes, electoral reform is needed! We agree!Delete Reply JJ GeorgeSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:46 AM As a parent, I support the teachers and respect whether they choose to vote yes or no. However I noticed a discrepancy here from other information I've read regarding prep time for elementary teachers. Here it states minimal improvement to prep time - only 10 minutes per week being added. Elsewhere I read that it is 100 minutes per week for prep, increasing by an additional 10 minutes in the final year. That is a significant difference, and worth noting. Or have I completely misunderstood?ReplyDelete Replies Anne-MarieSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:59 AM Elementary teachers currently have 90 minutes of preparation time per week so an increase to 100 minutes per week is only gaining 10 minutes. In other provinces and some private schools they have as much as 45 minutes of prep time per day.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:56 PM Thank you for inquiring!Delete DW ZSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:57 PM You're right JJ George. There is a significant difference around the province regarding preparation times. In my district elementary teachers currently get 100 minutes of prep time. This new proposal is useless to me. I'll have to wait 6 years to gain an extra 10 minutes. Delete Reply UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:11 AM Almost nobody gets cost of living adjustments. Also inflation is NOT 2%. Do some research and look at the CPI for BC over the last 24 months. The average over the last 2 years is 0.7%, not 2%. The CPI changes every month so you cant just look at the highest month and declare that THE inflation rate. Check out the 12 month averages document for the actual numbers. http://www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/StatisticsBySubject/Economy/ConsumerPriceIndex.aspx All that being said I support the teachers. if you think this is a bad deal as a parent my dream would be for the teachers to vote no but continue bargaining because I do think the kids need to be in school and I do fear that the teachers will lose all support if the strike continues. All I ask as a parent is that you do your own research and try not to be swayed by all the opinions. ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:01 AM Inflation for August was 2.1% (http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/economy/cpi-report-expected-to-reveal-rise-in-canadas-core-inflation-rate/article20593943/). The CPI is a year-over-year calculation.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:43 AM Inflation should be looked at as a yearly average, not an individual month.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:34 PM The lawyers do not believe we have compromised our court deal. Our leadership would not have sold us out. We dodged a bullet. The Premier had something loaded even if we are not sure what it was. The idea that we could simply return to work is not guaranteed. I think a no vote could easily lead to the Liberals locking us out again because the Premier wants to crush us and she will use any excuse. She did not want to take the advice of her people and do this deal. I am certain a plan for drastic action (where we have to take the concessions they had planned) or worse - was in place. We can't guarantee the press will do any better job explaining the complexities should we say no. They rarely sided with us in markets outside of Vancouver where people are more political and they often misled or allowed others to mislead. They are not helping and would sensationalize. This would see dissolution of support very quickly - especially if we asked for wages. (Though admittedly it angers me that we can't ask for wages without being accused of being greedy when that is what most bargaining units do). But we have argued this is about kids and while this is not ideal - it is better to have teachers than not. The deal does suck in that it does not bring us to par - but this fight needs to be won with a strategy that is political and capacity will do that in another round. We have some support - but it is limited to the choir. We need to have the pews too. We need to build that capacity while working and continue to find allies because the fight is bigger than most people want to consider. This is about ideology and about privatization. Education always was political but never more so than now and we have to fight this party or the conservatives who would do the same or worse. No teacher who is responsible can ignore the politics any longer. That is simply the truth. If you work in the system you better get informed and you better be prepared to fight until retirement for the system. That said, I want to ask the same question others are asking: Why is this the job of 42,000 teachers and not the job of all citizens who want equality to fight for this right? It is time (while the conversation is still on-going and up to and including election night) for us to guide the public where we can but mainly play our part by not propping the system up. Make poverty known. Make noise about shortfalls, ask questions (in the media or in board offices ) about who is going to fix it instead of paying ourselves, volunteer some but wait for the pubic to step up so they see what schools lack. I hate the deal too. But I trust Vince Ready and Iker and I don't think we could have done better right now. I think we dodged a bullet because I have read everything this government has put out and followed the trail. They plan to privatize and they are just looking for the route. Voting YES for now does not mean we are giving up. It does not mean a win in the way we wanted but we have won a battle that will lead to us winning the war. If we don't rest up and stock up we might not get there.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:57 PM Well, if it is bigger than just this battle, then we will need ALL the unions to strike if they do indeed use drastic (draconian) measures. I say it is time for ALL of the unions to call a general strike. I guarantee that they will not like that one bit. What will they do then? Call the army? :) People in Europe, at the end of the 19th century stood up in mines. General strikes do occur in Europe and have. If you think you had it tough, think of them who stood tall for US in tougher times and conditions. Make sacrifices. Sell furniture. Tutor on the side. Ask for the BCTF money. Ask your banker to help. As friends and relatives. If we say NO, it won't last long. If they legislate us back, let's call a general province-wide strike of all unions. Delete Reply Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:47 AM Between CC's smug smile as she celebrates slaughtered teachers and Jim Iker's goofy grin - seemingly unaware that he has been a willing puppet, I am thoroughly disgusted. Over the next 5 years, teachers will be in an increasingly bad situation financially, classrooms will continue to be too large and complex with increasing medical, social and environmental issues impacting academic delivery. It could not be less obvious that things will continue to worsen. The Liberals have ensured that BC is rapidly becoming the Canadian Monaco for rich off shore interests and wealthy corporations. Soon the underpaid "workers" will have to be bussed in daily to Vancouver - Asian style. The only recourse is to move to just about any other province and bring in up to $100,000 more over the six years with much less cost of living. So we are bailing, encouraged by friends who have gotten positions in Manitoba and Alberta. My colleagues and I discovered through contacting several school boards across Canada that specialist (special needs and behavioural) and secondary science teachers are in particular demand. I want to work in a professional, respectful environment where the needs of all children are considered a priority and where I feel inspired to do my best. However, I want my vote to reflect the wishes of teachers who will be here over the next 6 (5) years, so very much appreciate your blog and opportunity to read the comments.ReplyDelete Bert SlaterSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:11 AM To vote YES will throw away 12 years of effort, and 2 victories in BC Supreme Court. To vote YES will be to snatch defeat from the jaws of victory. If you vote YES what bargaining power do you think you will have - the government will do nothing, and then what do you think you will do - take job action? PLEASE VOTE NO.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:59 PM Time to show you have a spine!Delete Reply RodSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:06 AM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Cool HandSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 AM Wouldn't a 'No' vote be a vote of no confidence in the BCTF itself?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:02 AM Not at all. It is just a message to the leadership we need to do better. The strength of the union is the members, and we support the leadership by giving them direction through democratic means.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:40 PM I disagree. How else can a recommendation by the EC to vote yes be interpreted? Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:00 PM I am sure people will interpret this both ways, but it is a vote. If it is supposed to be a "Yes", because it might be interpreted one way, then why bother having a vote?Delete Kate TSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:07 AM Yes , it would be. I don't think we could come out much better than this with this government. How will a No obtain that? Christy will be happy, she can declare the BCTF gone and roll out her plan to privatize. Delete Reply David DeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:06 AM A no vote would be a rejection of a the court victories defied by the government and an inadequate deal containing some vague promises that won't meet the needs of teachers or students on class size and other important issues.In Ontario elementary teachers get 200 minutes of prep time per 5 day cycle. I know there is financial hardship, but the union has received close to $2 million in donations from other unions; is there no way of accessing hardship funds? At minimum, vote no and return to work on work to rule with various strike options.ReplyDelete Erica JonesSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:25 AM This article actually makes me so mad. It is NOT better for the kids that they have missed almost all of june and all of september. This is what you signed up for in BC as a teacher. Get on board or GET OUT.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:20 PM Is this really what teachers signed up for? At my high school, each class has about 30 kids, with an average of 17 kids per classroom with an identified learning disability. Our district says that there should be no more than 4 kids per classroom.. How do you expect non-specialist teachers to help each student when over half of them require more resources because of a learning disability? Furthermore, are you generalizing the "better-ness" to all the kids in BC? Because I don't think that it would be better if kids went back considering the learning environment isn't up to par. There are barely any Education Assistants, and support teachers for the multitude of children who need them. While I recognize and appreciate your enthusiasm for education, please realize that the public school system isn't a daycare. Also, please think about your words and the learning environment prior to speaking out. By the way, we're not an autocracy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:08 PM I can understand your frustration! Understand mine! I almost died at 7:30 pm one night returning from teaching a FI split class with several students who did not get enough support or no support at all. The principal expressed to me that he expected me to teach 2 different social studies programs and 2 different science programs. ANYONE I talked to knows that this is impossible to do, especially in French Immersion when kids get no support at home and books are often too hard for students to read. I had to quit my job. I did it for me and did it for the kids. I was like a surgeon who is asked to operate on 5 patients with an old scalpel with 2 inexperienced nurses. Predictably, 4 patients would die and I would be reprimanded! Teachers are put in terrible conditions and kids too. I hope you have the openmind to consider the reality of this honest personal anecdote. I also wish you to understand that this is likely not an isolated incident. What will it take? A kid to commit suicide because he or she is not getitng enough support?Delete Reply hilarySeptember 17, 2014 at 10:29 AM It is incorrect to equate lost funding with what the teachers would have received in grievances. The two are not equivalent. The starting position of the BCTF was $225M, so they never expected $3B to resolve grievances. I'm also interested to know where you get your figures on overcrowded classrooms. A recent Globe and Mail article says that classrooms are, on average, smaller than the caps set in 2002.ReplyDelete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:36 AM The signing bonus should be roughly $2500 each: 105 million divided by 41 thousand.ReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:53 AM It is not that simple. The $105 million is to be allocated by the union. The term "signing bonus" has been crossed off on the signed document. Some of that money may be used to pay union debts. Don't know this but clarification would be useful.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:16 PM Just quoting from the CBC news website, "And finally there are details of $105-million fund to settle grievances stemming from the ongoing court case. The BCTF says that money will be given out as a signing bonus, with specific amount yet to be determined."Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:34 AM I think it would be smart to put at least part of it into your strike fund.Delete Reply WheelsSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:55 AM If the money is used as a signing bonus, it should be based on FTEReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:12 PM Yes I am sure it will be based on FTE. The question is how much of the $105 Million is actually distributed. This is up to the union, and I am told that it is yet to be decided.Delete GuruSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:44 PM And don't forget all the retired teachers who are entitled to a share of it.Delete Reply Geoff OrmeSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:18 PM In another discussion of this someone suggested that under BC Labour Law a no vote means rejection of the proposed deal, and that means the strike continues until either: - the union in question elects to stand down - another tentative deal is presented or - the government imposes a legislated contract. I think the last of these is the most likely, and I believe the legislated contract would be draconian and brutal. What do you think, Tara? Also, I would appreciate your thoughts on Sandy Garossino's comments at https://storify.com/Garossino/should-teachers-accept-the-contractReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:14 PM If this is so, in a few month (likely a couple of years), teachers will win so much more with a Supreme Court judgment! It is possible that the Liberals know that the higher courts are stacked by Liberal judges (that is what happen when judges are chosen, not elected). In any case, a negative settlement (or not a great judgment) will galvinize the public to reform the way the Supreme court judges are being chosen. I doubt that any govn't will want that to happen. A legislated contract will make the LIbs look like sociopaths and dictators.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:47 PM Peter I think you are expecting far too much from the public, many of whom are only paying attention to this matter due to kids being home from school. The public are not remotely this savvy on the political process.Delete Reply IslanderSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:09 PM I am a continuing education teacher. We have it even worse and we are not listened to enough about our poor conditions. Those include no prep time (and we do have to mark and do report cards many times a year sometimes and commonly for 30 students in a class), travelling to different schools with no compensation, and having next to no breaks in between 3 hour classes. I worked for two years with no lunch break and taught 6 hours straight (just 15 min. breaks) to be told, "don't complain since there are others who will do it". We then got 15 min. breaks in between classes. Most of our students are wealthy immigrants, many who try to stay in classes as long as possible since the classes are free. After spending a year in Germany, I realize how better organized it is where the immigrants pay to learn the language on a sliding scale, and have to pay for a student book as well for each class. We do not even have text books, but photocopy so much at tax payers' expense. This is not right. I then teach summer school since we were not on a 12 month continual salary and most of those students are also immigrants (at least 75%). This is also free and it is becoming so common and the new immigrants know this is free babysitting and tutoring. I think one main problem is that we have so many new immigrants in our classes who need ESL like this article states about our inclusion style of education nowadays: http://www.vancouversun.com/life/Shelley+Fralic+trouble+with+schools/10203596/story.html I am honored to be teaching and like my job, but it does get exhausting especially since I need two or three jobs to pay the mortgage that I now no longer have.. back to renting since it all I can afford in this city that has become so expensive. And many don't realize that it is very very difficult to get to full time work as a teacher here. There was a formula that made it take about 10 years to get to f/t (now finally changed). I have been without pay for 3 months, and now had to finally rent a place in anticipation of returning to work, so I have to vote "yes", but please keep the comments coming for what alternatives we have. Maybe we have to just educate the public in a better way than picketing; maybe get out and walk around malls and talk to people and hand out pamphlets on how this liberal government is hurting this. Most Asians (probably just the new who are from such a different system) are already against the teachers since they do not seem to understand what is going on. http://www.vancouversun.com/Business/asia-pacific/Chuck+Chiang+Many+Asian+families+place+blame/10202757/story.htmlReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:17 PM First of all, myn thoughts are with you! I think your ideas about using different strategies is smart. Picketing is not a very good strategy to let people know about things. I think using the membership to flood media comment sections would be more effective. Going to talk to the public might be a good idea along with this, I think. Phone the BCTF and ask for support.Delete Reply Marsha HolleySeptember 17, 2014 at 1:36 PM A teachers wife Vote no you have come to far to back down. It is a -----Y DEAL. ReplyDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:45 PM Ask yourself WHY teachers cannot get 1/2 of the average increase in salary of the private sector? (The Libs will tell you because there are sooooooo many teachers, but I also hear that there are provinces where there is a need for teachers!) TORONTO - A new study says that Canadians, on average, can expect about the same size salary increase next year as in 2014. Human resources consultants Pal Benefits says a survey of 401 organizations, mainly in Ontario, Alberta and British Columbia, projected salary increase for 2015 at an average of 2.79 per cent. That was almost unchanged from the 2.74 per cent average increase projected in last year's survey. Meanwhile, in addition to the average salary increase remaining relatively steady year over year, the survey found that the percentage of employers who plan to freeze salaries appears to have stabilized at eight per cent —in the same percentages as was projected in 2014. Breaking down the numbers further, the survey found the average salary increase anticipated in the engineering, financial services and high technology sectors was three per cent. That compared with an average of 2.5 per cent on the low end for organizations in durable manufacturing. https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.htmlReplyDelete "Mama Rose"September 17, 2014 at 9:12 PM I used to agree with you, Tara, and appreciate you bringing these items to your blog to get us all thinking. But after a very long night and day of research and discussion, I realize I will be voting yes tomorrow. Here is why: I don't care about salary or benefit increases. That is not why I went on strike. I don't care if this tentative deal is not good for teachers. That's not why I went on strike either. For me, the single most important issue is class size and composition. I want to work in a classroom where I have enough time and resources available to me to adequately help all the students I teach. And while it is true that this tentative deal will not change anything in the classrooms right now (or at least most of our classrooms), I realized that we couldn't actually make changes in that area because the issues of cs and c is before the courts. When I made that connection and realized that this round of bargaining was really about a "good enough" agreement regarding wages, then the deal seems, well... good enough. BUT, the best part, is the language the BCTF legal team made around the furture court decision (the re-opener). They have it in writing that if we win the court case (which is likely) and when we have to start bargaining class size and comp again (that is exactly what Justice Susan Griffin said we would have to do) we will be STARTING from the 2002 levels. To make this simple to understand, I explained it to my friends using a number line. With this new language, the BCTF starts the next round of bargaining at say a 50. The government will want us to go to 10 or 15, and we'll compromise and end up maybe 25. But WITHOUT that language, we would have started bargaining at a 10 and only gone down from there. So I do believe it is the best deal possible, it still factors in the biggest issue (from my perspective), we do not lose the important gains of the past, and most importantly, everyone gets to go back to school.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 PM Mam Rose, I appreciate your point of view and your courage. However, let me point out to you and the readers that a decision at the BC supreme court might not turn out the way teachers anticipate. We all know that judges are appointed and who does the appointing? "All justices of the BCSC (including the position of Chief Justice and Associate Chief Justice) are appointed by the federal cabinet, on recommendation of the Minister of Justice. Masters are appointed by the provincial cabinet, on recommendation of the Attorney General in consultation with the Chief Justice." (Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Supreme_Court_of_British_Columbia) Now, I would like to think that all of those people are objective, but they are appointed and we know that there are political appointments. They have a lot of discretion over the laws and judgments. I am willing to bet that the BC Liberals do know this and are betitng the farm (or do they know something we don't know) that the Supreme Courts are stacked against teachers? So, I am not sure if we can count on a WIN if we proceed with the court ruling. I think we would be better to negotiate and negotiate a better deal.Delete Reply retaSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:57 AM Yes...no...yes...no...The last two days have been this. I’ve read so many articles and comments over the past few months and, I can say, I have learned a lot. I know this is not a great deal for teachers right now. I will be voting yes. This is why… 1. The children. Without going into the multiple issues (e.g., grad, post secondary, trades, sports, global education/trips, planned activities, those with varying degrees of special needs, those that need a soft place to land, etc., etc.) the children need to get on with their education. 2. The parents. For many parents, this strike is a financial burden. We do not like to be called baby sitters, but for many living below the poverty line, school is a financial relief. Winter is coming; gas bills will be expensive. 3. Poverty. Remember, BC has the highest child poverty rate in Canada. Schools feed and clothe numerous children. 4. The other systems educators work collaboratively with. MFCD, CYMH, foster parents, group homes, and the multitude of non-profit agencies that support vulnerable children and families are bursting at the seams. We are a part of that team. 5. CUPE. While some have been paid during this strike, that money is coming from districts. It was not provided by the government. And, CUPE is a partner in education - from the bus drivers to the tech dept to custodians to secretaries to EAs and so on. 6. Small Businesses. In our little towns, the school district is the number one employer. There is a direct cause-effect relationship between loss of wage and loss of business. 7. Money. The amount of money that is needed to reverse the erosion of the public education system over numerous years cannot be recouped in one sitting. This agreement is a start. It’s not much but the stage has been set. 8. THE COURT CASE. That is why we were on strike. All the other stuff could have been resolved months ago, but our government was working hard to make the court case go away. Well, it still exists. I consider that the victory. We live to fight another day (as rhetorical as that sounds) AND I hope people actually read the ruling and think critically about how a loss could impact the future of the Charter of Rights, and the power of government to contravene those rights. I am guessing we will vote to ratify as so many fear “what’s next?” from this government. It’s nasty business, and I think legislation would be next. VALUING PUBLIC EDUCATION needs to come from a STRONG, CONSISTENT public voice. If we do ratify the agreement, and those in the profession and public think we've given up, we have not. We’ve been fighting for years. We just haven’t been heard… until now. ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:21 AM I understand your point of view, but sometimes you have to fight to get what you want. This is a VERY bad deal, considering: Other people get on average 2.5% salary increases last year and this year and the next and the rest of us get 1% and must feel happy if we do.? (https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html) THIS DEAL is a horrendously BAD deal for kids/parents as well, of course. We are going to continue to be humiliated and be the laughing stock of many people of this province. After a decade of paycuts, WOW, this is what they are willing to offer! WOW! WOW! WOW!Delete Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:30 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Reply Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:37 PM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:08 PM Let's cross our fingers! I think we need a general strike by all unions if CC legislates teachers back. It is time to put the foot down and tell her and the Liberals that, as in the movie Network,"I am mad as hell and I won't take it anymore!"Delete Reply Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 8:26 PM Needs help on some stats for an online debate Looking for the last 10 or 15 years of contractual salary increases in %. So, 1% for 2001, 0% for 2002,...ReplyDelete Children FirstSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:00 PM Well it's all done now. Really hope the teacher's can find another angle to deal with class size and composition as well as student funding. The government will make sure the coming court case never swings your way no matter what. 2nd most expensive place to live in the the world!!! Wonder why and where the money goes??? ReplyDelete AnonSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 PM I'm an outsider, but have followed closely this whole fiasco and this is a RAW deal. Your union hung you out to dry on this one - taking a really bad deal (clearly no one from the BCTF had rudimentary math skills in their toolbox) and then publicly encouraging to the media that teachers accept the deal....what choice did you have - a no vote would have outraged the public. I could go on and on, but the bottom line, in my opinion, is that your union better get some stronger leaders who are PR and technology savvy. Out with Iker and the rest of those who bargained on your behalf - they just got ......well , we know that happened. Whew, can't even believe how screwed you got, absolutely amazing - nothing meaningful gained in the big picture and only very minor gains for a small group of people, bigger losses for the majority.. Wow - I better stop now. Best of luck. Thanks for all you do for our children. ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ▼  September (9) Reflections on the BC Teacher Strike BC Teacher strike - Lessons learned Response to Sandy Garossino Will the Education Fund improve classroom conditio... Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Class composition: a human rights perspective Class size and composition - a short visual histor... Guest post - I WILL HOLD THE LINE Teachers - let your leadership know it is time to ... ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141006,www.cbc.ca,http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/adams-river-sockeye-salmon-run-underway-north-of-kamloops-1.2788921,Adams River sockeye salmon run underway north of Kamloops - British Columbia - CBC News Accessibility Links Skip to main content Skip to CBC accessibility page   CBC Global Navigation CBC.ca News News Menu Sports Sports Menu Music   Radio Radio Menu TV TV Menu My Region Menu   More CBC Menu   Watch Watch Menu Listen Listen Menu     British Columbia LIVE Vancouver More Streams CBC Radio One Listen Live CBC News Canada Major StoriesIn The News TIFF: Full coverage Intern hell Canada's top 1% Quebec charter CBC News Navigation Home World Canada Politics Business Health Arts & Entertainment Technology & Science Community Weather Video Canada BC News Events Weather Programs Video Audio Contact Us Adams River sockeye salmon run underway north of Kamloops Millions of bright red sockeye are heading to Roderick Haig Brown Provincial Park to spawn CBC News Posted: Oct 06, 2014 9:13 AM PT Last Updated: Oct 06, 2014 9:13 AM PT The sockeye salmon are bright red by the time they reach the spawning grounds of the Adams River. (Clive Bryson) Adams River largest accessible salmon return 6:24 Daybreak Kamloops Adams River largest accessible salmon return 0:00 / 6:24 Adams River largest accessible salmon return 6:24 Related Stories Where to watch the Fraser River sockeye salmon return Up to 4 million sockeye expected in run Over 200,000 people are expected to turn out over the next three weeks to watch one of the most spectacular displays of natural beauty in the world. Every four years millions of bright red sockeye salmon return to the Adams River, near Kamloops, B.C., turning the shallow water crimson with spawning fish. The Adams River sockeye run is the largest in the world. (CBC) Usually the salmon return during the first three weeks of October with Thanksgiving being the peak weekend. Jeremy Heighton, the event coordinator with the Adams River Salmon Society, says the salmon were a bit late in arriving, but they are there now. The 2014 Salute to the Sockeye festival began Friday at Roderick Haig Brown Provincial Park north east of Kamloops.The festival runs until Oct 26. Send your best photos of the Adams River run to almanac@cbc.ca Google Maps: Roderick Haig-Brown Provincial Park Report Typo Send Feedback Comments on this story are moderated according to our Submission Guidelines. Comments are welcome while open. We reserve the right to close comments at any time. Submission Policy Note: The CBC does not necessarily endorse any of the views posted. By submitting your comments, you acknowledge that CBC has the right to reproduce, broadcast and publicize those comments or any part thereof in any manner whatsoever. Please note that comments are moderated and published according to our submission guidelines. Stay Connected with CBC News Mobile Facebook Podcasts Twitter Alerts Newsletter Latest British Columbia News Vancouver sexual assaults prompt police warning Disabled woman's lawyer demands 15 day suspension for officer that pushed her video 16-year-old struck and killed by train in Maple Ridge read comments Petronas LNG: CEO threatens 15-year delay to B.C. project read comments Pharmacists miss drug warnings, leading to mom's 'horrible' death read comments video audio Must Watch Top News Headlines Iraq mission: Tories offer more aid but opposition unimpressed video New concern worldwide as nurse in Spain gets Ebola Adding Sun might not move Post from under its cloud audio In Hong Kong protest, China's 'Goliath' hasn't blinked yet: Patrick Brown video Vancouver police issue warning after series of sexual assaults Most Viewed Pharmacists' failure to check drug risks leads to 'horrible' death Vancouver sexual assaults prompt police warning Tiffany Williams, 16, struck and killed by train in Maple Ridge Const. Taylor Robinson:15-day suspension demanded for shoving woman Petronas LNG: CEO threatens 15-year delay to B.C. project Vancouver riot's 'kissing couple' tell their story Hot Properties: West Vancouver photographer documents houses that have all but disappeared Christy Clark's LNG dreams to be tested in rare fall legislative session Adams River sockeye salmon run underway north of Kamloops Don't Miss Updated Vancouver sexual assaults prompt police warning Const. Taylor Robinson:15-day suspension demanded for shoving woman Tiffany Williams, 16, struck and killed by train in Maple Ridge Petronas LNG: CEO threatens 15-year delay to B.C. project Go Public Pharmacists' failure to check drug risks leads to 'horrible' death Analysis Christy Clark's LNG dreams to be tested in rare fall legislative session Oppenheimer homeless camp injunction hearing resumes Adams River sockeye salmon run underway north of Kamloops Quebecor sells 175 Sun Media newspapers and websites to Postmedia Hong Kong protests: Students vow to keep up fight, as crowds dwindle Breastfeeding week 5 tips from Vancouver moms Gregor Robertson makes pipeline fight key part of re-election campaign Downsizing: Your body can't lose weight without your mind on board Dog Rescue 120 stray dogs from California to be adopted by Canadians Pedestrian struck and killed by CP Rail train in Maple Ridge CBC Global Footer CBC.ca Aboriginal Books Contests Digital Archives Documentaries Kids Kids' CBC Preschool Music News Parents Program Guide Radio Sports Television Subscriptions CBC Player CBC Shop Corporate About CBC Transparency and Accountability Jobs Production Facilities Mobile Production Rentals Ombudsman CBC: Get the Facts Independent Producers Public Appearances Pitch a Radio or Audio Program Program and Content Sales Archive Sales Educational Sales Image Research Library & Still Photos Consumer Recordings Digital TV Stay Connected Mobile RSS Podcasts Member Services:Newsletters & Alerts CBC Links Terms Of Use Reuse & Permissions Advertise Privacy Site Map Help Contact Us CBC Radio-Canada Copyright © CBC 2014 cbc.radio-canada.ca cbc.ca radio-canada.ca)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/IssuesInEducation.aspx?id=5748&printPage=true,BCTF > The American experience with standardized testing?  	BCTF > Issues in Education  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Issues in Education > Assessment, Evaluation and Reporting The American Experience with Standardized Testing — Some Quotations “We do not know much about what assessment has accomplished but we do know it has not brought about the reform of American Education. …for at least two decades, in almost every school, at every grade level and in each of the subject matters, student achievement has been assessed. And every year, it has been found largely unchanged from previous testing…From time to time, gains occurred, but small and not sustained—losses also occurred. Instead of reading this lack of sustained progress as pointing to need for a different grand strategy, the clearest summons has been for additional assessment. Funding, autonomy and privilege have been attached to levels of scoring. The intention has been to get students and teachers dedicated to their tasks, and this sometimes happens, but there have been costs as well as benefits. Among the reported negative consequences of raising the stakes of assessment are: instruction is diverted student self-esteem is eroded teachers are intimidated the locus of control of education is more centralized undue stigma is affixed to the school school people are lured towards falsification of scores some blame for poor instruction is redirected toward students when it should rest with the profession and the authorities the withholding of needed funding for education appears warranted. The most obvious consequence of increased assessment is that teachers increase preparation for test taking, including test-taking skills and greater familiarization with the anticipated content of testing. Also, topics tested are considered of higher priority and topics untested slip in priority. Teaching can be changed in a number of important ways within a school or classroom without change in achievement means. Using those scores as a measure of school improvement has not been validated. No accumulation of evidence shows assessment to be an indicator of good schooling.” Some Comments on Assessment in U.S. Education, by Robert Stake, University of Illinois, published by the Education Policy Analysis Archives.  “If testing is the answer to our educational problems, it would have solved them long ago. American students are tested, tested, tested…” Goodling suggested that thinking that new tests will lead to better students is “akin to claiming that better speedometers make for faster cars.” Goodling quoted in Consequences of Assessment: What is the Evidence, by William A. Mehrens, Michigan State University, published by the Education Policy Analysis Archives. Smith and Rottenberg (1991) reported on ‘an extensive research study.’ They concluded, among other things that (1) external testing reduces the time available for ordinary instruction, (2) testing affects what elementary schools teach—in high stakes environments, schools neglect material that external tests exclude, (3) external testing encourages use of instructional methods that resemble tests, and (4) “as teachers take more time for test preparation and align instruction more closely with content and format, they diminish the range of instructional goals and activities.” Smith and Rottenberg suggested that external tests negatively affect teachers. As they wrote: “…the chagrin they felt comes from their well-justified belief that audiences external to the school lack the interpretive context and attribute low scores to lazy teachers and weak programs.” Smith, M.L., and Rottenberg, C. (1991). Unintended consequences of external testing in elementary schools. Educational Measurement: Issues and Practice, 10(4), 7-11, quoted in Consequences of Assessment: What is the Evidence, by William A. Mehrens, Michigan State University, published by the Education Policy Analysis Archives.  “I believe there is a propensity for the public (at least the press) to engage in inappropriate blaming of educators when student achievement is not as high as desired. I am reminded of Browder’s (1971) suggestion that accountability boils down to who gets hanged when things go wrong and who does the hanging. Educators have good reason to believe that they are the ones who will get hanged and the public, abetted by the press, will do the hanging.” Browder, L.H. Jr. (1971). Emerging patterns of administrative accountability. Berkeley, CA: McCutchan quoted in Consequences of Assessment: What is the Evidence, by William A. Mehrens, Michigan State University, published by the Education Policy Analysis Archives. “There is a national consensus that students need more competency in reading, math, science and history." "But Americans also want schools to teach citizenship, healthful lifestyles and creativity. When people rely mostly on test scores to assess school quality, do they unwittingly sacrifice these other goals?" "When schools are accountable only for higher scores, teachers inevitably emphasize more easily testable skills." "Less easily tested ones get shorter shrift. For example, it is simpler to test vocabulary than creative writing, so test-driven curriculums may dilute literacy, not enhance it." "Just as important, tests do not assess important nonacademic competencies." "The public once trusted teachers and administrators to find a good balance between math, reading, arts, health and other activities. They may not always have gotten it right, but today’s data-driven accountability systems may not achieve a good balance either. If basic skills were undervalued before, they are probably overemphasized now." "Employers today seek workers with problem-solving skills. But pressure to raise scores tells schools to de-emphasize co-operative, project-based learning because teamwork is not measured on standardized exams." "People want schools to teach conflict resolution by negotiation, not violence." "But there is no standardized test for tolerance." "It is curious that while Americans hold schools increasingly accountable only for test scores, they also insist that schools do more. A recent Gallup poll found that 46 percent of the public wanted schools’ main emphasis to be training students to ‘take responsibility.’ Only 39 percent say it should be academics. The rest think teaching co-operation should have priority.” Excerpted from Lessons; Attention to Scores Comes at a Price, by Richard Rothstein, New York Times, November 24, 1999. May 15, 2006)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7718&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 4, January/February 2005 President’s message I recently travelled to Cuba to help evaluate our work with English as a second language teachers, one of the many exciting projects of our BCTF International Solidarity program. On our last day there, we participated in a celebration of teachers and teaching. The event was so joyful and uplifting, it brought tears to the eyes of practically everyone present. As I reflect back on that experience, I’m struck by how Cuba, a land with so many problems and so few resources, can teach us so much about valuing public education. And while many of our Latin American colleagues may be poor in economic terms, their professional lives are richer in terms of respect and rights. Here in B.C., teachers strive to create an atmosphere of respect in our classrooms and our schools. We teach our students about standing up for their own rights and respecting the rights of others. We work at building respectful relationships with colleagues, parents, and administrators. We frequently hear our politicians and their officials talk about their respect for teachers and the work we do, but we rarely experience respectful treatment. On the contrary, we’ve seen a total lack of respect in the way this government acts toward teachers and their union. The B.C. Liberals have used their legislative hammer to gut our collective agreement and eliminate bargaining rights we fought for over decades. They have imposed major policy changes without even pretending to consult the professionals they claim to respect. They have implemented an intrusive program of teacher supervision that demonstrates utter disrespect for professional autonomy and personal integrity. I returned home more determined than ever to work through our Federation to reassert our rights and reclaim the respect teachers in B.C. have earned through hard work and dedication. Thank you for all you do for your students and our profession. I respect you for it! – Jinny Sims)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/IssuesInEducation.aspx?id=10806&printPage=true,BCTF-diversity discussion group responses on Modified Programs  	BCTF > Issues in Education  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Issues in Education > Inclusive Education > Teaching to Diversity BCTF-diversity discussion group responses on Modified Programs Question: Models being used throughout B.C. to deliver programs to modified students (+2 or more years behind). 1) I came across this article which you can download from TEC Plus (TEACHING Exceptional Children Plus) http://escholarship.bc.edu/education/tecplus/vol1/iss4/art1/ Volume 1, Issue 4, March 2005 Filling the Potholes in the Road to Inclusion: Successful research-based strategies for intermediate and middle school students with mild disabilities By Anne B. Bucalos and Amy S. Lingo This article explores the specific characteristics among differentiated instruction, anchored instruction, cooperative learning, peer tutoring, and strategic learning that make them effective research-based strategies for repairing the potholes in the road to successful inclusion. Karen Horner 2) This is a difficult one to answer, because it depends so much on the individual abilities of each child. It also depends on whether you mean a truly modified program, or an adapted program. There is a HUGE difference. I run a modified program at Mount Elizabeth Secondary in Kitimat BC. My students range from approx. gr 2-6 abilities. We use a lot of hands on, games, and experiential learning. Math: I do Mad Minutes (and believe it or not they WANT to be timed because then they can see their own improvement), flash cards, and use a series which includes Menu Math and Department Store Math. We do a lot of hands on stuff using dice. I have every imaginable kind of dice. We use them for place value, money, time, estimation, you name it. I have fraction towers and workbooks to go with them. We do a lot of hands on measurement. We use Base 10 blocks and place value charts. I have addition, subtraction, and multiplication BINGO games. EVERYthing gets corrected. That way, in the end, they always end up with 100%. English: We start every class with silent reading and journal entries about the reading. I have made up a book of journal pages with starters and they choose a different page every day. I have books in my classroom ranging from Berenstein Bears and Little Critter, up to Series Canada and regular high school novels. They choose their books individually. I work on basic grammar (No Glamour Grammar), and various sentence/paragraph building exercises, daily. We write a lot of basic poetry. Weekly spelling exercises using Dolch lists, including sentence writing, and if necessary flash cards. I read out loud to them at least once a week, usually more often. Again, EVERYthing gets corrected. That way, in the end, they always end up with 100%, and they feel successful. I have Rhyme, Initial consonants, Parts of Speech BINGO games. I have alphabet dice that we use for a variety of games and exercises. Science/Socials: This is a combined class. We have done weather, microscopes, rocks and minerals, plants, simple machines, kitchen science, backpack science, bubbles, sea life. In Socials we pretty much stick to Canada with the odd "journey" incorporated. We take about 4 or 5 "journeys" each semester. We brainstorm a place, then all do research and conglomerate our ideas into a class report/book. The kids love it. We use books, internet, family and friends, for research. Of course, EVERYthing gets corrected, for that feeling of accomplishment. Life Skills: This is my favourite class. We do so much different stuff, I'm sure I'll miss half of it. We do ongoing units of time, money, social skills, domestic skills, health and personal safety, food and nutrition, community interaction. I alternate units every day and rotate through them all. In our time unit we work on calendar skills, digital and analogue time, calculating time required for different tasks, time to prepare for something, etc. We use model clocks, and again, the dice for all kinds of stuff. (ie. Roll the dice. What day/date will it be in that many days from now? Roll the dice (use 1 12-sided and 1 30-sided) and then set the clock to that time.) In money we work on actual counting out of money, making change, estimating, budgeting, shopping. We use the dice to determine the amount of the transaction (Roll one 100's dice, two decade dice, and two 10-sided dice; you can even add a 1000's dice! then arrange them so that you have a dollar amount. Count out that much money. Round up to the nearest 5, 10, 20, 50, or 100, and count out your change.) For social skills I use some wonderful books by Darlene Mannix - Social Skills Activities for Special Children, and Social Skills Activities for Adolescents with Special Needs. There are also Life Skills books by the same author. We do a lot of discussion and role playing. Domestic skills we do laundry, vacuum and sweep floors, set and clear tables, make beds, dust. We have even looked at ways to set up a room so that you have more space. Health and personal safety we use Healthy Lifestyles stuff from the Canadian government, and a binder (whose name escapes me at the moment!) which is directed at adolescents and adults with special needs. We also do a lot of work on recognizing signs. In Foods and Nutrition we work a lot with the Canada Food Guide, plan balanced simple menus, shop, cook, and of course EAT!!! In our Community unit we swim, bowl, skate, go to the gymnastics club, ride the bus, go on tours, eat lunch at restaurants, etc. It is pretty much all about community integration and being aware of what is out there. I have made many BINGO games - time, money, signs, calendar. Outside of these courses, my students are integrated in regular PE, Art, Computer, Trades, Home Ec courses. At the grade 11 level, we try to get them out for as much work experience as possible. If you are looking for adapted materials, there are tons of them out there, but you have to look for ones that work with your curriculum. Many distributors offer adapted versions of both novels and worksheets to go with them. I also have adapted units for some science and socials units as well. In our school we run what we call a Minimum Essentials program. It adheres strictly to the curriculum and the IRP, but is at an adapted level. We run adapted English, Science and Socials at the grade 8-10 levels. We have done much work to gather materials and put together courses that are simplified, yet cover the required material in an interesting manner. Curriculum Associates has a series of adapted science, English and life skills texts that are quite good. Science: We use the Curriculum Associates texts quite a bit. We also use AIM Science and another series whose name once again escapes me! (I use these things almost every day but familiarity . . . ) I do a lot of wordsearches (always provide LD students with a ruler), crosswords, diagrams and colouring sheets (we remember much better in pictures), and hands on as much as possible. English: We have acquired quite a collection of adapted texts and workbooks, as well as texts on tape. We work on grammar, punctuation, capitalization, sentence combining, sentence/paragraph structure, visual organizers, outlines, pre-reading, etc. We do poetry, novel studies, readers theatre, study different genres of literature. We read out loud to the class. Socials: Again, we have adapted texts, but much of our material has been gathered and organized by teachers in the department. We stick to the curriculum, but only cover major information, as Socials requires so much reading and memorization, which most of these kids are not good at. We do research projects and presentations, posters, work together to compose scripts and do re-enactments on video, and as much hands-on and visualization as we can. Math: Thank heavens the government has now seen fit to bring Essentials of Math back into the program from grade 8 all the way through 11. I wish they would do the same thing with Science, Socials, and English. We have Communications 11 and 12, but what about grades 8-10? And Science and Socials require more reading and memorization than English, yet we expect these kids to make it through? Personal pet peeve!!! Hope all of this helps. Anita Bokesch Department Head/Program Manager Resource Services Mount Elizabeth Secondary School Kitimat BC 3) I used to teach at GW Carlson in Fort Nelson. I am currently teaching in Kamloops and we have had quite a bit of controversy about the criteria for a modified program. The best idea to gatekeep this is to pull out the PLO's and look at the descriptors to really determine if it is modified or not. The parameters are quite wide and many students are placed on modified programs when actually they are adapted. I am currently conducting Masters Level Research with at-risk students in reading. Some of the research I have read points to the necessity to have them engaged in actively constructing knowledge with the teacher (constructivist theory) versus explicit, direct instruction - where we assume we know the best way to instruct the child (this is a big assumption, and often incorrect). Anyway, hope this helps. Janice Neden Vice President of LATA. 4) I am not from B.C. but from Calgary and work as a Behaviour Consultant. We focus on a model of Differentiated instruction. Carol Ann Tomlinson is a useful resource. Hope that helps. Patrick Lantz)
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(20141003,www.facebook.com,https://www.facebook.com/BCTeachersFederation/photos/pb.154450024654.-2207520000.1412360582./10152733092294655/?type=1,BC Teachers' Federation (BCTF)'s Photos - BC Teachers' Federation (BCTF) | Facebook Facebook logo Email or Phone Password Keep me logged in Forgot your password? Sign Up BC Teachers' Federation (BCTF)'s Photos Back to Album Previous · Next      CancelDone Cropping Drag the corners of the box above to crop your new profile photo. Saving your new profile picture BC Teachers' Federation (BCTF) Our Provincial Specialist Associations are hosting their annual professional development conferences on October 24. Check out this calendar for some excellent ProD opportunities! http://www.bctf.ca/pdcalendar/index.cfm?action=day&date=41936 From:BC Teachers' Federation (BCTF)'s Photos in Timeline Photos Shared with:Public  Open Photo ViewerDownloadMake Profile PictureEmbed Post Mobile Find Friends Badges People Pages Places Games Locations About Create Ad Create Page Developers Careers Privacy Cookies Terms Help Facebook © 2014 · English (US))
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11262,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2001 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 14, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 2001 Looking back 70 years ago There are those who think only in terms of the dollar, and those who think in terms of the child. The former are in no way concerned as to the efficiency of the school system; they pay no attention to the obvious injustice despite the economic situation of depriving present day children of their inalienable right to a sound education; they would willingly shift the burden and consequences of their own social, financial and commercial mismanagement upon the shoulders of others, even though it involves a definite handicap upon the rising generation. (BC Teacher, December 1931) 50 years ago Teachers, as well as their pupils, are entitled to good mental and physical health. Their weekends should be free for rest, refreshment, for civic and other community interests. When they must devote their weekends to school work constantly, because of large classes, they tend to become irritable, to lose their sense of humour - and much of the real joy to be found in teaching. They hesitate to start things that make for self-improvement, because they are just too tired. (BC Teacher, December 1951) 30 years ago Because we believe in local control of education, we are disturbed by what appears to be a growing trend toward removing from school trustees responsibilities they have traditionally had for determining and providing the education programs needed by their districts. The most recent example is the Minister’s incredible interference in teachers’ salary negotiations, severely curtailing the rights of trustees to bargain collectively with teachers. (BC Teacher, November 1971) 10 years ago The new (NDP) government will also have to straighten out the on-again, off-again directives regarding the Year 2000 program for B.C.’s schools. The attempt to impose new programs has either been ignored or resisted by some teachers. Program ideas have been developed by central committees and ministry staff, at times without being rooted in the practice of teachers. (Teacher newsmagazine, Nov./Dec. 1991) — Chris Bocking, Keating Elementary School, Saanich Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/02/on-legislated-contract-and-parents-who.html?showComment0751330358284518,Staffroom Confidential: On a legislated contract and parents who care - one teacher's perspective Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Friday, February 24, 2012 On a legislated contract and parents who care - one teacher's perspective A Victoria teacher responded to a CBC interview with Sheila Orr about the Liberal government's plan to legislate an imposed contract on teachers: I was so discouraged to hear Sheila Orr's cavalier, "I don't care" today when asked about the teachers being legislated back to work. She talked about hearing parents talking on the playground, feeling exactly the same as her - they don't care, it's time for teachers to go back and give children what they aren't getting. Well, I am a teacher, and I talk to parents all the time. The parents I work with DO care. They care when their children aren't getting adequate instruction in class because the teacher is spending too much time managing constantly disruptive behaviours. They care when a child with autism is only given funding for a half day of assistance, leaving schools struggling to know how to cope. They care when their child is released from learning assistance after six weeks, just starting to make progress, because the funding isn't there to continue. They care when their child waits almost a year for a referral to a school occupational therapist. They certainly do care. It's not hard to learn more about the real issues behind the teacher's strike. Ms Orr's position that teachers need to go back and give the children what they aren't getting, is shockingly naive and uninformed considering she is given a weekly platform to discuss political issues. Instead of adding to an educated debate, she adds fuel to the fire of ignorance. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 12:26 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 11 comments: Skinny DipperFebruary 24, 2012 at 2:05 PM The problem with a contract imposed by the government is that teachers will then prioritize tasks that they perform. The lowest priority will be extra-curricular activities. Teachers usually volunteer to lead activities such as coaching different sports and supervising different clubs in the school. Since teachers cannot be voluntold to participate in these activities, the activities may be cancelled for the duration of an imposed contract.ReplyDelete Kathy CouchFebruary 24, 2012 at 5:30 PM Fantastic letter!ReplyDelete Diane McNallyFebruary 24, 2012 at 5:54 PM I missed this CBC interview but as a former special education and Reading Recovery teacher and presently a school trustee, I care. Net zero is an ideological union-busting ploy. Restoring taxation levels for corporations would go a long way to make "net zero" even more unnecessary than it is, instead of selling assets and blaming working people for a desire to have at least a cost of living increase in wages.ReplyDelete Ms. HendraFebruary 25, 2012 at 6:12 PM Thank you to the writer who wrote in about Sheila Orr's comments. I too, listened to the CBC with my coffee Friday morning, before heading to work, and yes.... I've been working too. I was shocked - even thinking about calling Talk Back line. I may need to write her a letter as I can't get it off of my mind. It would be helpful if she could be specific about ".. what children aren't getting...". I'm a grade 6 teacher and this week my kids got: interactive lessons on finding perimeter and area, experiences with taking their descriptive paragraphs and turning them into digital stories, complete with photos, special effects, narration and music, and also an introduction to the issue of child labour in the chocolate trade, with reference to social justice and working conditions. And that's just with me.... I know they learned lots from their Science, Band and Art teachers, too . So, again, what is it that she thinks children aren't getting?!?? Tannis HendraReplyDelete Carolyn HoweFebruary 26, 2012 at 4:01 PM Hi Tannis, I wrote that letter - I know - Sheila Orr was infuriating! I encourage you to write something down and call Talk Back and read it. I did that over a field trip issue before Christmas, and they played it. I hope they will read my letter too - but you might have a better chance if you've never called before. Carolyn HoweReplyDelete Replies Ms. HendraMarch 1, 2012 at 4:22 PM Thanks Carolyn, I may do that.Delete Reply AnonymousFebruary 27, 2012 at 6:30 AM "Hearing parents on the playground" does not give them the proper forum to articulate what the parents may be thinking. I would define the parents' perspective quite differently. "I don't care" likely means. "I don't think the teachers should get an increase and get back to work". I strongly believe all of the things that you listed in the post. Giving children the help they need is of up most importance. In a society that we live in today, with our FIRST WORLD resources, we should be able to do this easily. However, asking for an increase and then making noises about class composition, etc comes off as "we want more money". If you REALLY care about the student. Then take it and deal with the other issues. NOT the wage issue. As a parent, it keeps coming across as "WE WANT MORE MONEY". That is the problem. If it ISN'T about the wages then why does the "net zero" issue keep being pushed. I'll agree, I am a parents, and I care.ReplyDelete Tara EhrckeFebruary 27, 2012 at 7:58 AM Teachers have been clear from the beginning that we have three main goals: fair/reasonable salary/benefit improvement, restore class size/class composition provisions, bargain more items at the local level. We don't get automatic cost of living increases, so a "zero" translates into a pay cut of whatever the inflation rate is...right now in the 2-3% range. Teachers are working. In fact, many teachers report more time spent with children and working on lessons, instead of going to a meaningless staff meeting or doing the paperwork that has been downloaded to us. This benefits kids. Teachers DID give up pay for class size. In 1998 we took two "zero" years to pay for class size improvements in K-3. What happened? The government stripped those away in 2002. Did we get the pay back? No. Why should teachers give up salary to pay for class size when we have a government that rips up contracts on a whim? Just as in 2005, this job action is about both - fair increase and a return of class size/composition.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousFebruary 27, 2012 at 12:52 PM I think teachers have a very difficult and demanding job, however if other people in other public sector jobs are only seeing zeros how could teachers feel that they are above everyone else? We are also struggling to keep up to cost of inflation so how could we stomach having to pay more taxes for one sector?Delete Reply Tara EhrckeFebruary 27, 2012 at 1:20 PM Fair comment - net zero should be lifted for all public sector workers. They are entitled to bargain increases and keep up and maintain a good standard of living. And I don't believe ordinary people should pay more taxes. I do believe that corporations are not paying their fair share, and that the rich are not paying their fair share. Also, by the same argument, why only public sector workers? Municipal workers were not affected. School Superintendents were not affected. The one in my district (Victoria) got a ten percent raise last year and now makes $175,000. If zero were truly being applied to everyone and if the "one percent" were paying their fair share, and if the economy was actually in a nose dive (BC will grow 2.5% this year), then "net zero" would be justified. But that is not the situation we are in.ReplyDelete AnonymousMarch 1, 2012 at 7:17 AM I do NOT take our teachers for granted. Trust me. I know first hand how hard teachers work. However, When the union leaders ask for a 15-19% wage increase and it is always the first issue raised, people raise their eyebrows. Everyone is throwing around 2-3% around. Then why don't teachers let their union leaders know that. It really is about optics on the issue of salaray. I COMPLETELY agree that class composition needs to be on the table. I COMPLETELY agree that many of the "grey area" kids are being left in the cracks. These are the issues that really need to be highlighted. The wage numbers should be closer to what teachers have been talking about on the web or amongst each other.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ▼  February (11) BC Teachers' Day of Action: It's about priorities.... Rally to support teachers for a fair deal On a legislated contract and parents who care - on... Will the BC government agree to mediation to resol... Confusing differentiation with adverse discriminat... Are BC workers getting wage increases? Are Principals friends of public education? Negotiate, don't legislate BC's Learning Improvement Fund - 1 minute per stud... Go east, young teacher Kevin Falcon speaks the Liberal truth - serve the ... ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=31021&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2013 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 26, Number 2, October 2013   A follow-up to Guatemala 2010: The little local that could  By Ken Holmes   In a postscript article in 2010, I wrote about my first trip to Guatemala with a group of 20 volunteers, to serve the under-resourced libraries of Guatemala. One of the highlights of that trip was delivering a library to the school in Chimixiya. Since then, I have been back to Guatemala twice with the organization I work with, “Love Guatemala” and two more school libraries have been started. The Ridge-Meadows Retired Teachers’ Association has become the little local association that could. In 2010, the members at the “To hell with the bell breakfast” donated change to buy library books for the students at Chimixiya. The executive suggested that we continue to have a change bucket at our luncheons. All the money collected goes to buying Spanish-language books (fiction and non-fiction) for the children of Guatemala. They also suggested that we apply for an BC Retired Teachers’ Association RR Smith Foundation grant and also gave a $1 per member grant to the “Change for change” project. So the next year—2011, we helped to supply a library for Quiacquix. In 2012, we helped to supply a library in El Ricon. The goal is to supply one library per year to a local Mayan village school. The donated change actually buys quite a lot. This year I was able to buy just over 400 books on Ebay to add to the books purchased with the $1,500 RR Smith grant, along with the $1 per member grant from the RMRTA.. This year, Love Guatemala will be delivering books to a mobile library operating out of Alta Varapz and servicing five Mayan communities: Pantup, Pamuc, Santa Rosa, Chacalte, and Mexabaj. This has been made possible due in large part to the members of the RMRTA. In four years, we have helped to enable four libraries for the Mayan children. If you, or your school would like to contribute, any contributions would be greatly appreciated and put toward our goal of one new library per year. _______________ Ken Holmes, retired, klholmes@telus.net   )
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7366&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 5, March 2006 Aboriginal education survey by Christine Stewart BCTF members and staff are working to learn more about the needs and concerns of Aboriginal teachers. The BCTF Research department and the Aboriginal education program, with input from the Aboriginal Education Advisory Committee, developed a survey for Aboriginal teachers. The advisory committee members had many questions about Aboriginal teachers and what concerns they have related to their profession. They will take the results and use them as catalysts for change. In order for meaningful systemic revision, teachers will need to listen to the survey respondents’ concerns and act for systemic improvement. Why conduct a survey? It is our belief that we have more Aboriginal teachers than what has been reported teaching in the system. According to the latest information we have 280 self-identified Aboriginal teachers working in BC schools. This is a drop from our fall 2001 efforts to update the membership, which identified 325 self-identified Aboriginal teachers. In 2001, the 325 teachers identified made up less than 1% of the more than 36,000 full-time and part-time teachers who were members. The 280 self-identified Aboriginal teachers make up an even smaller percentage of the total teaching force. We also want to: illuminate the challenges identified by these Aboriginal teachers. update the BCTF database. inform the members of the BCTF policy development. Distribution of survey In the fall of 2004, the Aboriginal education program, with the help of the advisory committee, released the survey at the First Nations Education joint UBC Native Indian Teacher Education Program and the BCTF Aboriginal Education Conference. The advisory committee members also went to First Nations conferences and Aboriginal events, and hand-delivered the survey to their colleagues. Who responded? When all the forms had been processed, the total number of respondents was 92. The advisory committee have asked that the surveys be mailed to individuals who have not yet filled it out. General responses The responses generated a number of central themes, including the need for improved Aboriginal curriculum, and the need for more Aboriginal teachers in every area of the public school system. The most pressing concern, however, remains racism. It continues to have major impacts on Aboriginal teachers and is clearly a critical area the membership needs to address. The advisory committee members believe that we need to gather up explicit examples. This would be done not to ostracize members but to illuminate and begin the transformative journey to address the racism that Aboriginal teachers endure on a daily basis. Our survey results support the findings of the 1997 Report of the Royal Commission on Aboriginal peoples, which states: "The teacher is a role model whose own behavior and attitudes are absorbed by students." The Royal Commission also recognized that, "While there are many more Aboriginal teachers in Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal school systems today than a decade ago, the numbers remain far too low relative to the current and projected need. At least three times as many are needed to achieve parity with the number of non-Aboriginal teachers serving non-Aboriginal children." Christine Stewart is an assistant director in the BCTF’s Professional and Social Issues Division.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/contacts.cfm?page=presidents&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true,BCTF Contacts Home E-mail Lists Links A to Z Index Contact Us Help SITE SEARCH Quick Links BCTF formsBCTF NewsFrançaisLabour linksPensionsTeacher NewsmagazineTeaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Contact Us > Local Presidents Local Presidents and Contact Information Sorted by local number. Click here for sort by local name. *Sublocal       O: Office   OF: Office Fax 1 Fernie District Teachers' Association Christina Smith Box 10 Fernie, BC  V0B 1M0 O: 250-423-3333 OF: 250-423-6134 lp01@bctf.ca 2 Cranbrook District Teachers' Association Shelley Balfour 304-105 9th Avenue South Cranbrook, BC  V1C 2M1 O: 250-489-3717 OF: 250-489-3727 lp02@bctf.ca 3 Kimberley Teachers' Association Sally Struthers 201-144 Deer Park Avenue Kimberley, BC  V1A 2J4 O: 250-432-9729 OF: N/A lp03@bctf.ca 4 Windermere Teachers' Association Doug Murray Box 478 Invermere, BC  V0A 1K0 O: 250-341-5158 OF: N/A lp04@bctf.ca 7 Nelson District Teachers' Association Paul Boscariol PO Box 1012 Nelson, BC  V1L 6A5 O: 250-354-4142 OF: 250-354-1558 lp07@bctf.ca 10 Arrow Lakes Teachers' Association Ric Bardati Box 422 New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0 O: 250-265-7062 OF: N/A lp10@bctf.ca 17 Princeton District Teachers' Union Robert Tarswell Box 1019 Princeton, BC  V0X 1W0 O: 250-295-6684 OF: 250-295-6684 lp17@bctf.ca 18 Golden Teachers' Association Mike Archibald Box 430 Golden, BC  V0A 1H0 O: 250-344-5885 OF: 250-344-5890 lp18@bctf.ca 19 Revelstoke Teachers' Association Jennifer Wolney Box 72 Revelstoke, BC  V0E 2S0 O: 250-837-2255 OF: 250-837-2255 lp19@bctf.ca 20 Kootenay Columbia Teachers' Union Andy Davidoff 1657 Hwy 3A Castlegar, BC  V1N 4N5 O: 250-364-1740 OF: 250-364-1750 lp20@bctf.ca 22 Vernon Teachers' Association Heather Malcolm 4004 31st Street Vernon, BC  V1T 5J6 O: 250-542-0456 OF: 250-542-0564 lp22@bctf.ca 23 Central Okanagan Teachers' Association Susan Bauhart 210-1751 Harvey Avenue Kelowna, BC  V1Y 6G4 O: 250-860-3866 OF: 250-862-3024 lp23@bctf.ca 27 Cariboo-Chilcotin Teachers' Association Murray Helmer 124D North 2nd Avenue Williams Lake, BC  V2G 1Z6 O: 250-398-7221 OF: 250-398-5913 lp27@bctf.ca 28 Quesnel District Teachers' Association Lisa Kishkan Box 4643 Quesnel, BC  V2J 3J8 O: 250-992-3737 OF: 250-992-3638 lp28@bctf.ca 31 Nicola Valley Teachers' Union Peter Vogt Box 849 Merritt, BC  V1K 1B8 O: 250-378-5060 OF: 250-378-5060 lp31@bctf.ca 33 Chilliwack Teachers' Association Clint Johnston 203-45970 Airport Road Chilliwack, BC  V2P 1A2 O: 604-792-9233 OF: 604-792-9389 lp33@bctf.ca 34 Abbotsford District Teachers' Association Doug Smuland 2570 Cyril Street Abbotsford, BC  V2S 2G2 O: 604-854-1946 OF: 604-850-5100 lp34@bctf.ca 35 Langley Teachers' Association Gail Chaddock Costello 100-5786 Glover Road Langley, BC  V3A 4H9 O: 604-533-1618 OF: 604-533-1400 lp35@bctf.ca 36 Surrey Teachers' Association Jennifer Wadge 201-9030 King George Boulevard Surrey, BC  V3V 7Y3 O: 604-594-5353 OF: 604-594-5176 lp36@bctf.ca 37 Delta Teachers' Association Paul Steer 110-4977 Trenant St Delta, BC  V4K 2K5 O: 604-946-0391 OF: 604-946-1629 lp37@bctf.ca 38 Richmond Teachers' Association Al Klassen 210-7360 Westminster Hwy Richmond, BC  V6X 1A1 O: 604-278-2539 OF: 604-278-4320 lp38@bctf.ca 392 Vancouver Secondary Teachers' Association Debbie Pawluk 2915 Commercial Drive Vancouver, BC  V5N 4C8 O: 604-873-5570 OF: 604-873-3916 lp392@bctf.ca 391 Vancouver Elementary School Teachers' Association Dan Graves 2915 Commercial Dr Vancouver, BC  V5N 4C8 O: 604-873-8378 OF: 604-873-2652 lp391@bctf.ca 40 New Westminster Teachers' Union Grant Osborne 607 Columbia St New Westminster, BC  V3M 1A7 O: 604-526-8990 OF: 604-526-8912 lp40@bctf.ca 41 Burnaby Teachers' Association Rae Figursky 115-3993 Henning Drive Burnaby, BC  V5C 6P7 O: 604 294-8141 OF: 604 294-9846 lp41@bctf.ca 42 Maple Ridge Teachers' Association George Serra 11771 Fraser Street Maple Ridge, BC  V2X 6C6 O: 604-467-2111 OF: 604-467-0815 lp42@bctf.ca 43 Coquitlam Teachers' Association Charley King 208-2502 St. Johns Street Port Moody, BC  V3H 2B4 O: 604-936-9971 OF: 604-936-7515 lp43@bctf.ca 44 North Vancouver Teachers' Association Carolyn Pena 100 - 133 West 17th Street North Vancouver, BC  V7M 1V5 O: 604 988-3224 OF: 604 980-8092 lp44@bctf.ca 45 West Vancouver Teachers' Association Rob Millard 4915 Marine Drive West Vancouver, BC  V7W 2P5 O: 604-926-1617 OF: 604-926-1119 lp45@bctf.ca 46 Sunshine Coast Teachers' Association Louise Herle Box 951 Sechelt, BC  V0N 3A0 O: 604-885-7944 OF: 604-885-9837 lp46@bctf.ca 47 Powell River District Teachers' Association Cathy Fisher 201-4400 Marine Avenue Powell River, BC  V8A 2K1 O: 604-485-5212 OF: 604-485-2882 lp47@bctf.ca 48 Sea to Sky Teachers' Association Carl Walker 104-40775 Tantalus Rd Squamish, BC  V8B 0N2 O: 604-892-3056 OF: 604-892-2296 lp48@bctf.ca 49 Central Coast Teachers' Association Marc Hedges Box 253 Hagensborg, BC  V0T 1H0 O: 250-982-2354 OF: 250-982-2354 lp49@bctf.ca 50 Haida Gwaii Teachers' Association Jennifer Jury c/o PO Box 325 Queen Charlotte City, BC  V0T 1S0 O: 250-637-1805 OF: N/A lp50@bctf.ca 51 Boundary District Teachers' Association Norm Sabourin Box 634, 1815D Central Ave Grand Forks, BC  V0H 1H0 O: 250-442-3330 OF: N/A lp51@bctf.ca 52 Prince Rupert District Teachers' Union Kathy Murphy c/o Fisherman's Hall, 869 Fraser Street Prince Rupert, BC  V8J 1R1 O: 250-627-1700 OF: 250-624-6784 lp52@bctf.ca 53 South Okanagan Similkameen Teachers' Union Sylvia Slater Box 1586 Oliver, BC  V0H 1T0 O: 250-498-2255 OF: N/A lp53@bctf.ca 54 Bulkley Valley Teachers' Union Ilona Weiss PO Box 2137, 3772 C 1st Ave Smithers, BC  V0J 2N0 O: 250-847-3127 OF: 250-847-3123 lp54@bctf.ca 55 Burns Lake District Teachers' Union Kathryn Warren Box 464 Burns Lake, BC  V0J 1E0 O: 250-692-7932 OF: 250-692-7597 lp55@bctf.ca 56 Nechako Teachers' Union Thomas Thalheimer Box 978 Vanderhoof, BC  V0J 3A0 O: 250-567-5040 OF: 250-567-5060 lp56@bctf.ca 571 Prince George District Teachers' Association Tina Cousins 101-1968 Queensway Prince George, BC  V2L 1M2 O: 250-562-7214 OF: 250-562-5743 lp571@bctf.ca 572 Mackenzie Teachers' Association* Shannon Pride Box 1836 Mackenzie, BC  V0J 2C0 O: 250-997-6340 OF: N/A lp572@bctf.ca 573 McBride-Valemount Teachers' Association* Jennifer L'Arrivee 2265 Red Tail Road Mcbride, BC  V0J 2E0 O: 250-569-2295 OF: N/A lp573@bctf.ca 591 Peace River South Teachers' Association Lorraine MacKay Box 145 Dawson Creek, BC  V1G 4G3 O: 250-782-1284 OF: 250-782-1280 lp591@bctf.ca 592 Chetwynd Teachers' Association* Leanne Robertson Box 2665 Chetwynd, BC  V0C 1J0 O: 250-788-2267 OF: 250-788-9729 lp592@bctf.ca 593 Tumbler Ridge Teachers' Association* Karen Edwards 127 Gwillim Crescent, Box 1003 Tumbler Ridge, BC  V0C 2W0 O: 250-242-5281 OF: 250-242-5785 lp593@bctf.ca 60 Peace River North Teachers' Association Michele Wiebe Box 6057 Fort St John, BC  V1J 4H6 O: 250-785-8881 OF: 250-785-8881 lp60@bctf.ca 61 Greater Victoria Teachers' Association Bénula Larsen 965 Alston Street Victoria, BC  V9A 3S5 O: 250-595-0181 OF: 250-595-0189 lp61@bctf.ca 62 Sooke Teachers' Association Ian Johnson 201-716 Goldstream Avenue Victoria, BC  V9B 2X3 O: 250-474-3181 OF: 250-474-5555 lp62@bctf.ca 63 Saanich Teachers' Association Mark Skanks 6843 Central Saanich Road Saanichton, BC  V8Z 5V4 O: 778-426-1426 OF: 778-426-0716 lp63@bctf.ca 64 Gulf Islands Teachers' Association Deborah Nostdal Box 537 Salt Spring Island, BC  V8K 2W2 O: 250-537-4990 OF: 250-537-4990 lp64@bctf.ca 65 Cowichan District Teachers' Association Naomi Nilsson 201-394 Duncan Street Duncan, BC  V9L 3W4 O: 250-748-2251 OF: 250-748-5243 lp65@bctf.ca 66 Lake Cowichan Teachers' Association Chris Rolls 5610 West Riverbottom Rd Duncan, BC  V9L 6H9 O: 250-748-0011 OF: N/A lp66@bctf.ca 67 Okanagan Skaha Teachers' Union Leslea Woodward 697 Martin Street Penticton, BC  V2A 5L5 O: 250-492-4915 OF: 250-492-5540 lp67@bctf.ca 68 Nanaimo District Teachers' Association Mike Ball 3137 Barons Road Nanaimo, BC  V9T 5W5 O: 250-756-1237 OF: 250-756-0188 lp68@bctf.ca 69 Mount Arrowsmith Teachers' Association Debbie Morran Box 1286 Parksville, BC  V9P 2H3 O: 250-248-3496 OF: 250-248-3440 lp69@bctf.ca 701 Alberni District Teachers' Union Ken Zydyk 4913 Argyle Street Port Alberni, BC  V9Y 1V6 O: 250-724-5021 OF: 250-724-0442 lp701@bctf.ca 71 Comox District Teachers' Association Nick Moore 491 4th Street Ste. C Courtenay, BC  V9N 1G9 O: 250-338-1461 OF: 250-338-1657 lp71@bctf.ca 72 Campbell River District Teachers' Association Dave Harper 202-871 Island Hwy Campbell River, BC  V9W 2C2 O: 250-286-1663 OF: 250-286-1679 lp72@bctf.ca 73 Kamloops Thompson Teachers' Association David Komljenovic 202/204-1157 12th Street Kamloops, BC  V2B 7L2 O: 250-554-1223 OF: 250-554-1311 lp73@bctf.ca 74 Gold Trail Teachers' Association Cameron Rittinger Box 1437 Ashcroft, BC  V0K 1A0 O: 250-453-2696 OF: 250-453-2696 lp74@bctf.ca 75 Mission Teachers' Union Mark Bradshaw 100-33344 2nd Ave Mission, BC  V2V 1K3 O: 604-826-0112 OF: 604-826-3435 lp75@bctf.ca 78 Fraser-Cascade Teachers' Association Lynne Marvell Unit E, Box 1238 Hope, BC  V0X 1L0 O: 604-869-9383 OF: 604-869-3236 lp78@bctf.ca 80 Kitimat District Teachers' Association Kim Meyer 233 Enterprise Avenue Kitimat, BC  V8C 2C8 O: 250-632-3109 OF: 250-632-3108 lp80@bctf.ca 81 Fort Nelson District Teachers' Association Greg Gerwing Box 2031 Fort Nelson, BC  V0C 1R0 O: 250-775-1824 OF: N/A lp81@bctf.ca 83 North Okanagan-Shuswap Teachers' Association Brenda O'Dell Box 187 Salmon Arm, BC  V1E 4N3 O: 250-832-1933 OF: 250-832-4592 lp83@bctf.ca 84 Vancouver Island West Teachers' Union Ryan Meise PO Box 137 Gold River, BC  V0P 1G0 O: 250-283-9081 OF: N/A lp84@bctf.ca 85 Vancouver Island North Teachers' Association Shawn Gough Box 5151, 6855 Market St Port Hardy, BC  V0N 2P0 O: 250-949-8888 OF: 250-949-8882 lp85@bctf.ca 862 Kootenay Lake Teachers' Association* Cam Zuk Box 671 Kaslo, BC  V0G 1M0 O: 250-353-2227 OF: N/A lp862@bctf.ca 861 Creston Valley Teachers' Association Becky Blair 1001 Railway Boulevard Creston, BC  V0B 1G3 O: 250-428-7006 OF: 250-428-8602 lp861@bctf.ca 87 Stikine Teachers' Association Asa Berg c/o Asa Berg, Box 469 Atlin, BC  V0W 1A0 O: 250-651-7820 OF: 250-651-7820 lp87@bctf.ca 881 Terrace District Teachers' Union Cathy Lambright 4733 Park Avenue Terrace, BC  V8G 1W2 O: 250-635-4659 OF: N/A lp881@bctf.ca 882 Upper Skeena Teachers* Joslyn Bagg Box 562 New Hazelton, BC  V0J 2Y0 O: 250-842-6613 OF: N/A lp882@bctf.ca 92 Nisga'a Teachers' Union Richard Hotson Box 226 New Aiyansh, BC  V0J 1A0 O: 250-633-2571 OF: 250-633-2574 lp92@bctf.ca 93 SEPF Sylvie Liechtele 100-550 West 6th Avenue Vancouver, BC  V5Z 4P2 O: 604-871-1866 OF: N/A lp93@bctf.ca About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy Close Window Print Page   Local Presidents and Contact Information Sorted by local number. Click here for sort by local name. *Sublocal       O: Office   OF: Office Fax 1 Fernie District Teachers' Association Christina Smith Box 10 Fernie, BC  V0B 1M0 O: 250-423-3333 OF: 250-423-6134 lp01@bctf.ca 2 Cranbrook District Teachers' Association Shelley Balfour 304-105 9th Avenue South Cranbrook, BC  V1C 2M1 O: 250-489-3717 OF: 250-489-3727 lp02@bctf.ca 3 Kimberley Teachers' Association Sally Struthers 201-144 Deer Park Avenue Kimberley, BC  V1A 2J4 O: 250-432-9729 OF: N/A lp03@bctf.ca 4 Windermere Teachers' Association Doug Murray Box 478 Invermere, BC  V0A 1K0 O: 250-341-5158 OF: N/A lp04@bctf.ca 7 Nelson District Teachers' Association Paul Boscariol PO Box 1012 Nelson, BC  V1L 6A5 O: 250-354-4142 OF: 250-354-1558 lp07@bctf.ca 10 Arrow Lakes Teachers' Association Ric Bardati Box 422 New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0 O: 250-265-7062 OF: N/A lp10@bctf.ca 17 Princeton District Teachers' Union Robert Tarswell Box 1019 Princeton, BC  V0X 1W0 O: 250-295-6684 OF: 250-295-6684 lp17@bctf.ca 18 Golden Teachers' Association Mike Archibald Box 430 Golden, BC  V0A 1H0 O: 250-344-5885 OF: 250-344-5890 lp18@bctf.ca 19 Revelstoke Teachers' Association Jennifer Wolney Box 72 Revelstoke, BC  V0E 2S0 O: 250-837-2255 OF: 250-837-2255 lp19@bctf.ca 20 Kootenay Columbia Teachers' Union Andy Davidoff 1657 Hwy 3A Castlegar, BC  V1N 4N5 O: 250-364-1740 OF: 250-364-1750 lp20@bctf.ca 22 Vernon Teachers' Association Heather Malcolm 4004 31st Street Vernon, BC  V1T 5J6 O: 250-542-0456 OF: 250-542-0564 lp22@bctf.ca 23 Central Okanagan Teachers' Association Susan Bauhart 210-1751 Harvey Avenue Kelowna, BC  V1Y 6G4 O: 250-860-3866 OF: 250-862-3024 lp23@bctf.ca 27 Cariboo-Chilcotin Teachers' Association Murray Helmer 124D North 2nd Avenue Williams Lake, BC  V2G 1Z6 O: 250-398-7221 OF: 250-398-5913 lp27@bctf.ca 28 Quesnel District Teachers' Association Lisa Kishkan Box 4643 Quesnel, BC  V2J 3J8 O: 250-992-3737 OF: 250-992-3638 lp28@bctf.ca 31 Nicola Valley Teachers' Union Peter Vogt Box 849 Merritt, BC  V1K 1B8 O: 250-378-5060 OF: 250-378-5060 lp31@bctf.ca 33 Chilliwack Teachers' Association Clint Johnston 203-45970 Airport Road Chilliwack, BC  V2P 1A2 O: 604-792-9233 OF: 604-792-9389 lp33@bctf.ca 34 Abbotsford District Teachers' Association Doug Smuland 2570 Cyril Street Abbotsford, BC  V2S 2G2 O: 604-854-1946 OF: 604-850-5100 lp34@bctf.ca 35 Langley Teachers' Association Gail Chaddock Costello 100-5786 Glover Road Langley, BC  V3A 4H9 O: 604-533-1618 OF: 604-533-1400 lp35@bctf.ca 36 Surrey Teachers' Association Jennifer Wadge 201-9030 King George Boulevard Surrey, BC  V3V 7Y3 O: 604-594-5353 OF: 604-594-5176 lp36@bctf.ca 37 Delta Teachers' Association Paul Steer 110-4977 Trenant St Delta, BC  V4K 2K5 O: 604-946-0391 OF: 604-946-1629 lp37@bctf.ca 38 Richmond Teachers' Association Al Klassen 210-7360 Westminster Hwy Richmond, BC  V6X 1A1 O: 604-278-2539 OF: 604-278-4320 lp38@bctf.ca 392 Vancouver Secondary Teachers' Association Debbie Pawluk 2915 Commercial Drive Vancouver, BC  V5N 4C8 O: 604-873-5570 OF: 604-873-3916 lp392@bctf.ca 391 Vancouver Elementary School Teachers' Association Dan Graves 2915 Commercial Dr Vancouver, BC  V5N 4C8 O: 604-873-8378 OF: 604-873-2652 lp391@bctf.ca 40 New Westminster Teachers' Union Grant Osborne 607 Columbia St New Westminster, BC  V3M 1A7 O: 604-526-8990 OF: 604-526-8912 lp40@bctf.ca 41 Burnaby Teachers' Association Rae Figursky 115-3993 Henning Drive Burnaby, BC  V5C 6P7 O: 604 294-8141 OF: 604 294-9846 lp41@bctf.ca 42 Maple Ridge Teachers' Association George Serra 11771 Fraser Street Maple Ridge, BC  V2X 6C6 O: 604-467-2111 OF: 604-467-0815 lp42@bctf.ca 43 Coquitlam Teachers' Association Charley King 208-2502 St. Johns Street Port Moody, BC  V3H 2B4 O: 604-936-9971 OF: 604-936-7515 lp43@bctf.ca 44 North Vancouver Teachers' Association Carolyn Pena 100 - 133 West 17th Street North Vancouver, BC  V7M 1V5 O: 604 988-3224 OF: 604 980-8092 lp44@bctf.ca 45 West Vancouver Teachers' Association Rob Millard 4915 Marine Drive West Vancouver, BC  V7W 2P5 O: 604-926-1617 OF: 604-926-1119 lp45@bctf.ca 46 Sunshine Coast Teachers' Association Louise Herle Box 951 Sechelt, BC  V0N 3A0 O: 604-885-7944 OF: 604-885-9837 lp46@bctf.ca 47 Powell River District Teachers' Association Cathy Fisher 201-4400 Marine Avenue Powell River, BC  V8A 2K1 O: 604-485-5212 OF: 604-485-2882 lp47@bctf.ca 48 Sea to Sky Teachers' Association Carl Walker 104-40775 Tantalus Rd Squamish, BC  V8B 0N2 O: 604-892-3056 OF: 604-892-2296 lp48@bctf.ca 49 Central Coast Teachers' Association Marc Hedges Box 253 Hagensborg, BC  V0T 1H0 O: 250-982-2354 OF: 250-982-2354 lp49@bctf.ca 50 Haida Gwaii Teachers' Association Jennifer Jury c/o PO Box 325 Queen Charlotte City, BC  V0T 1S0 O: 250-637-1805 OF: N/A lp50@bctf.ca 51 Boundary District Teachers' Association Norm Sabourin Box 634, 1815D Central Ave Grand Forks, BC  V0H 1H0 O: 250-442-3330 OF: N/A lp51@bctf.ca 52 Prince Rupert District Teachers' Union Kathy Murphy c/o Fisherman's Hall, 869 Fraser Street Prince Rupert, BC  V8J 1R1 O: 250-627-1700 OF: 250-624-6784 lp52@bctf.ca 53 South Okanagan Similkameen Teachers' Union Sylvia Slater Box 1586 Oliver, BC  V0H 1T0 O: 250-498-2255 OF: N/A lp53@bctf.ca 54 Bulkley Valley Teachers' Union Ilona Weiss PO Box 2137, 3772 C 1st Ave Smithers, BC  V0J 2N0 O: 250-847-3127 OF: 250-847-3123 lp54@bctf.ca 55 Burns Lake District Teachers' Union Kathryn Warren Box 464 Burns Lake, BC  V0J 1E0 O: 250-692-7932 OF: 250-692-7597 lp55@bctf.ca 56 Nechako Teachers' Union Thomas Thalheimer Box 978 Vanderhoof, BC  V0J 3A0 O: 250-567-5040 OF: 250-567-5060 lp56@bctf.ca 571 Prince George District Teachers' Association Tina Cousins 101-1968 Queensway Prince George, BC  V2L 1M2 O: 250-562-7214 OF: 250-562-5743 lp571@bctf.ca 572 Mackenzie Teachers' Association* Shannon Pride Box 1836 Mackenzie, BC  V0J 2C0 O: 250-997-6340 OF: N/A lp572@bctf.ca 573 McBride-Valemount Teachers' Association* Jennifer L'Arrivee 2265 Red Tail Road Mcbride, BC  V0J 2E0 O: 250-569-2295 OF: N/A lp573@bctf.ca 591 Peace River South Teachers' Association Lorraine MacKay Box 145 Dawson Creek, BC  V1G 4G3 O: 250-782-1284 OF: 250-782-1280 lp591@bctf.ca 592 Chetwynd Teachers' Association* Leanne Robertson Box 2665 Chetwynd, BC  V0C 1J0 O: 250-788-2267 OF: 250-788-9729 lp592@bctf.ca 593 Tumbler Ridge Teachers' Association* Karen Edwards 127 Gwillim Crescent, Box 1003 Tumbler Ridge, BC  V0C 2W0 O: 250-242-5281 OF: 250-242-5785 lp593@bctf.ca 60 Peace River North Teachers' Association Michele Wiebe Box 6057 Fort St John, BC  V1J 4H6 O: 250-785-8881 OF: 250-785-8881 lp60@bctf.ca 61 Greater Victoria Teachers' Association Bénula Larsen 965 Alston Street Victoria, BC  V9A 3S5 O: 250-595-0181 OF: 250-595-0189 lp61@bctf.ca 62 Sooke Teachers' Association Ian Johnson 201-716 Goldstream Avenue Victoria, BC  V9B 2X3 O: 250-474-3181 OF: 250-474-5555 lp62@bctf.ca 63 Saanich Teachers' Association Mark Skanks 6843 Central Saanich Road Saanichton, BC  V8Z 5V4 O: 778-426-1426 OF: 778-426-0716 lp63@bctf.ca 64 Gulf Islands Teachers' Association Deborah Nostdal Box 537 Salt Spring Island, BC  V8K 2W2 O: 250-537-4990 OF: 250-537-4990 lp64@bctf.ca 65 Cowichan District Teachers' Association Naomi Nilsson 201-394 Duncan Street Duncan, BC  V9L 3W4 O: 250-748-2251 OF: 250-748-5243 lp65@bctf.ca 66 Lake Cowichan Teachers' Association Chris Rolls 5610 West Riverbottom Rd Duncan, BC  V9L 6H9 O: 250-748-0011 OF: N/A lp66@bctf.ca 67 Okanagan Skaha Teachers' Union Leslea Woodward 697 Martin Street Penticton, BC  V2A 5L5 O: 250-492-4915 OF: 250-492-5540 lp67@bctf.ca 68 Nanaimo District Teachers' Association Mike Ball 3137 Barons Road Nanaimo, BC  V9T 5W5 O: 250-756-1237 OF: 250-756-0188 lp68@bctf.ca 69 Mount Arrowsmith Teachers' Association Debbie Morran Box 1286 Parksville, BC  V9P 2H3 O: 250-248-3496 OF: 250-248-3440 lp69@bctf.ca 701 Alberni District Teachers' Union Ken Zydyk 4913 Argyle Street Port Alberni, BC  V9Y 1V6 O: 250-724-5021 OF: 250-724-0442 lp701@bctf.ca 71 Comox District Teachers' Association Nick Moore 491 4th Street Ste. C Courtenay, BC  V9N 1G9 O: 250-338-1461 OF: 250-338-1657 lp71@bctf.ca 72 Campbell River District Teachers' Association Dave Harper 202-871 Island Hwy Campbell River, BC  V9W 2C2 O: 250-286-1663 OF: 250-286-1679 lp72@bctf.ca 73 Kamloops Thompson Teachers' Association David Komljenovic 202/204-1157 12th Street Kamloops, BC  V2B 7L2 O: 250-554-1223 OF: 250-554-1311 lp73@bctf.ca 74 Gold Trail Teachers' Association Cameron Rittinger Box 1437 Ashcroft, BC  V0K 1A0 O: 250-453-2696 OF: 250-453-2696 lp74@bctf.ca 75 Mission Teachers' Union Mark Bradshaw 100-33344 2nd Ave Mission, BC  V2V 1K3 O: 604-826-0112 OF: 604-826-3435 lp75@bctf.ca 78 Fraser-Cascade Teachers' Association Lynne Marvell Unit E, Box 1238 Hope, BC  V0X 1L0 O: 604-869-9383 OF: 604-869-3236 lp78@bctf.ca 80 Kitimat District Teachers' Association Kim Meyer 233 Enterprise Avenue Kitimat, BC  V8C 2C8 O: 250-632-3109 OF: 250-632-3108 lp80@bctf.ca 81 Fort Nelson District Teachers' Association Greg Gerwing Box 2031 Fort Nelson, BC  V0C 1R0 O: 250-775-1824 OF: N/A lp81@bctf.ca 83 North Okanagan-Shuswap Teachers' Association Brenda O'Dell Box 187 Salmon Arm, BC  V1E 4N3 O: 250-832-1933 OF: 250-832-4592 lp83@bctf.ca 84 Vancouver Island West Teachers' Union Ryan Meise PO Box 137 Gold River, BC  V0P 1G0 O: 250-283-9081 OF: N/A lp84@bctf.ca 85 Vancouver Island North Teachers' Association Shawn Gough Box 5151, 6855 Market St Port Hardy, BC  V0N 2P0 O: 250-949-8888 OF: 250-949-8882 lp85@bctf.ca 862 Kootenay Lake Teachers' Association* Cam Zuk Box 671 Kaslo, BC  V0G 1M0 O: 250-353-2227 OF: N/A lp862@bctf.ca 861 Creston Valley Teachers' Association Becky Blair 1001 Railway Boulevard Creston, BC  V0B 1G3 O: 250-428-7006 OF: 250-428-8602 lp861@bctf.ca 87 Stikine Teachers' Association Asa Berg c/o Asa Berg, Box 469 Atlin, BC  V0W 1A0 O: 250-651-7820 OF: 250-651-7820 lp87@bctf.ca 881 Terrace District Teachers' Union Cathy Lambright 4733 Park Avenue Terrace, BC  V8G 1W2 O: 250-635-4659 OF: N/A lp881@bctf.ca 882 Upper Skeena Teachers* Joslyn Bagg Box 562 New Hazelton, BC  V0J 2Y0 O: 250-842-6613 OF: N/A lp882@bctf.ca 92 Nisga'a Teachers' Union Richard Hotson Box 226 New Aiyansh, BC  V0J 1A0 O: 250-633-2571 OF: 250-633-2574 lp92@bctf.ca 93 SEPF Sylvie Liechtele 100-550 West 6th Avenue Vancouver, BC  V5Z 4P2 O: 604-871-1866 OF: N/A lp93@bctf.ca)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "#FunFriday Fact: #BC has the highest small business employment in Canada. October is Small Business Month! Check out: http://t.co/20bcLmlvFP" @bcliberals - 03:55pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=25453,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > March 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 5, March 2012   Hands-on Japanese Canadian history at the National Nikkei Museum  By Naomi Horii   True or False: Being safe is more important than being free. Canadians treat each other fairly. It is okay to change the rules if you can explain why. People come to Canada because it is a better place to live. These questions are excerpts from a teachers’ resource guide entitled Internment and Redress: the Story of Japanese Canadians. It is part of a larger package of resources on Japanese Canadian history, called the Journeys Kit, which has been specially designed to meet the needs of teaching Japanese Canadian history in your classroom. The history of Japanese Canadians vividly reminds us all that human rights cannot be taken for granted, even in a democracy like Canada. Teachers can rent the kit from the Nikkei National Museum (NNM). The NNM is nestled within a hive of community activity—the multi-use National Nikkei Museum & Heritage Centre, in Burnaby. Alongside a rotating exhibits program and a dynamic research collection, the museum also offers community-engaged school programing for the intermediate and secondary grades through teacher resource kits and museum field trips. The NNM profoundly enriches the BC social studies curricula. In 2012, we will commemorate the 70th anniversary of Japanese Canadian internment. In early 1942, after the bombing of Pearl Harbor, over 22,000 Canadians of Japanese ancestry were registered as enemy aliens. The BC Security Commission carried out the systematic expulsion of Japanese Canadians within 100 miles of the BC coast. People living in rural areas were gathered up and sent to the Hastings Park holding centre before being sent into the interior. Families were separated; men were sent to road camps. From 1942–46, women, children, and grandparents were forced to live in harsh conditions in central BC. There were 10 main internment camps. The camp of Tashme was built in a field near Hope. Semi-abandoned mining towns or villages in the Kootenays—Greenwood, Rosebery, Kaslo, New Denver, Sandon, and Slocan—were used to house large numbers. New camps were built at Bay Farm, Lemon Creek, and Popoff. There were also several “self-supporting camps” for those considered to be a lower security threat: Minto Mines, Bridge River, East Lillooet, McGillivray Falls, and Taylor Lake. Men who objected to the relocation were sent to prisoner-of-war camps in Ontario, such as Petawawa or Schreiber. Some families went to the sugar beet fields in Alberta or Manitoba. A “Custodian of Enemy Property” initially held all land and property in trust, but later sold the confiscated property without the owner’s consent. After the war, community members were given the option to move east of the Rockies or go to Japan. In 1949, after receiving the right to vote, some people did return to BC, but had to restart their lives from scratch. In 1988, the Government of Canada made a formal apology and acknowledged injustices committed during the war. The Journeys Kit (available for either Grades 5/6, or 11) grapples with the tough history of Canada’s past treatment of Japanese Canadians with the aim to cultivate students’ critical thinking and promote the practice of equality. Intended as a whole unit of learning, the Journeys Kit is packed with primary and secondary source materials, including wartime posters and news articles, and related novels, DVDs, a 3D model of an internment camp house, and a comprehensive teaching and resource guide complete with lesson plans, activities, evaluation rubrics, and more. It is available for a three-week rental, for a small fee plus shipping. The kit has been sturdily designed for cheap and easy transport—so it is a great resource for teachers throughout BC and even across Canada. For classes in the Lower Mainland, there are two field-trip options: Japanese Culture, and Japanese Canadian History. The Japanese Culture program is a unique mix of hands-on activities and traditional Japanese arts led by Nikkei artisans (people of Japanese ancestry). Students experience several cultural practices such as Japanese tea ceremony, kimono wearing, and sumie painting. In the Japanese Canadian History program, students explore the interpretive learning centre, where they can interact with archival materials while participating in a facilitated activity and discussion period. Students also have a chance to discuss and hear stories shared by Japanese Canadian elders who lived through the internment. Classes have the option to order a bento box lunch to finish off their visit. As the education program co-ordinator, I know teachers who bring the Journeys Kit into the classroom are discovering the impact it has on students. The kit, alongside the online web resource, provides a rich material base where teachers can springboard students’ learning across social studies or specific teaching areas. This is also true with the school visit to the museum. Being able to explore the current exhibit, and interact with the museum community volunteers is powerful: Japanese Canadian history is complex, and it is so precious that there are elders willing to share their stories with youth today. What the museum offers students is a platform to connect the hard realities of the past to questions of the current day. The National Nikkei Museum & Heritage Centre is situated at the corner of Kingsway and Sperling in Burnaby, a short walk from the Edmonds Skytrain station. We are the only museum dedicated to the history, culture, and art of Japanese Canadians. The museum regularly develops topical exhibits, has amassed a large collection, presents regular cultural programs, and welcomes over 1,000 students for educational programs each year. Visit the website and learn more about current and upcoming exhibits and how to book a Journey’s Kit or a field trip for your class. For more information about NNM education programs, visit: jcnm.ca/education-programs   The NNM archive is partly available online, here: www.jcnm.ca/collections   Naomi Horii, education program co-ordinator, National Nikkei Museum   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/AboutUs.aspx?id=3016&printPage=true,BCTF > Statement on the Labour Movement  	About us  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > About Us > Affiliation BCTF statement on the labour movement That the following constitute a BCTF Statement on the Labour Movement: The BCTF is a “union of professionals.” We are a union because we collectively represent our members in bargaining and enforcing a collective agreement that determines the terms and conditions of our employment. As professionals we have broad latitude to exercise our expertise and autonomy in our working lives.  As working people who work for a salary set through bargaining, we share a common experience with other trade unionists in both the public and the private sector. We not only share common experiences, we have common values and often common goals about the type of society we collectively hope to achieve. It is only right that we should be part of the organized labour movement in this province and this country. That means affiliation with the BC Federation of Labour and the Canadian Labour Congress. Through these affiliations, we are also able to join and participate in local labour councils. The labour movement has always had a credo which the BCTF strongly endorses, what we desire for ourselves, we desire for all. The Federation’s affiliation with the BC Federation of Labour/CLC is based in the belief that the labour movement must take a leadership role in building a just, equitable, and sustainable world. It is the collective strength of working people, working together through the labour movement under the leadership of the BCFed and the CLC, that will move us closer towards realizing economic improvement and social progress in this country. Through participation in the BC Federation of Labour and the Canadian Labour Congress, the BCTF is guided by the following: working towards economic improvement and social progress for all citizens of BC and Canada. working to ensure that the labour movement always represents the collective best interests of all working people through its policies and public advocacy. seeking ways and means for the labour movement to enhance its collective strength by acting collectively and in solidarity with the interests of all of its members. advocating for structures and processes in the labour movement that will enhance broad participation of trade unionists. developing strategies within the BCTF that enhance greater awareness and participation of BCTF locals and members in the work of the labour movement. seeking the support of working people to strengthen the public education system.  )
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/francais/NouvellesFECB.aspx,Object moved Object moved to here.)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=16522&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2008 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 1, September 2008  Teachers' Pension Plan Summer is over. You've had a good break and put lots of your "things to attend to" on the back burner! Now you are back in the classroom preparing for the new school year. It is also not too late to prepare for life after the classroom. Here are six items to attend to: If you took an unpaid leave of absence from your school board in the last five years, think about purchasing that service for pension purposes. Unless you are at the top of the salary scale and are not anticipating any more salary increases, every year you put this off only increases your final cost of purchase, as the cost is based on your salary at the time of application to purchase. Did you take a maternity or parental leave from your school district more than five years ago and missed the deadline for purchasing that service for pensionable credit? If so, an application to the Teachers' Pension Plan for childrearing credit (up to five years of contributory service) may help you to reach the Rule of 90 and an unreduced pension. Are you new to teaching in BC and have pension credits with a teachers' pension plan in another province? Check to find out if it is to your financial advantage to transfer your service from the other province to the Teachers' Pension Plan here in BC. Did your marital status change over the summer (marriage, separation, or divorce)? If so, this might entail a review of all your beneficiary designations on such things as health coverage, group life insurance, RRSPs, and the Teachers' Pension Plan. You will also want to ensure that these beneficiary designations correspond with the same beneficiary designations in your will. Are you on the correct slot on the current salary grid? Check your first pay stub to ensure you are being paid at the proper amount based on your qualifications and experience. Also check to ensure that if you enrolled in the Teachers' Pension Plan, group life insurance, MSP, EHB, and dental coverage in your district when you were hired that these benefits also appear on your statement. See the human resources/ payroll department at your school district to have any errors corrected. Factor 88? Don't wait! Teachers who have reached the age of 64 or the factor of 88 (age plus contributory service with the Teachers' or Municipal Pension Plan) may voluntarily withdraw from the BCTF SIP plan. If you have reached age 65 or factor 90, you are no longer eligible for long-term benefits and should withdraw from paying into the long-term portion of the plan. Download a withdrawal form from www.tinyurl.com/6ezovj, and then mail in the completed form to the BCTF Income Security Division. It is up to you to apply to withdraw. Check both the Teachers' Pension Plan (tpp.pensionsbc.ca) and/or the BCTF (bctf.ca) websites for further information on any of the above, or e-mail carcari@bctf.ca, mkimmis@bctf.ca, alambert@bctf.ca, or cprellwitz@bctf.ca. New, personalized purchase-of-service cost estimator A new, personalized purchase-of-service cost estimator is now available to Teachers' Pension Plan members in the secure My Account section of the Teachers' Pension Plan website. Using members' personal service and salary information, it provides a cost estimate and a more complete picture of how a purchase will impact a member's pension, bridge benefit, and any possible reductions. In short, it offers more personalized results and greater flexibility than the current generic cost estimator. This new tool is not able to address every plan member's individual situation, so the generic purchase cost estimator is still available in the public portion of the website. Pension seminars for all ages Your Pension, Your Future and/or Thinking about Retiring These two seminars are co-presented by BCTF staff and Pension Corporation staff. Preregistration is required. The time and the location will be confirmed by mail or e-mail. Check out the list of dates and locations on the poster in your school staffroom or go to the Teachers' Pension Plan website (tpp.pensionsbc.ca). You can also contact the plan by phone 1-877-558-5574 or e-mail TPPseminar@pensionsbc.ca.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7826&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 2, October 2004 Sure, I believe in social justice, but... by Murray Corren "Although I know it’s important, I don’t do social justice in my classroom. It’s too political and too controversial." For some teachers, social justice is something that needs to be addressed outside the classroom, in one’s personal time. When racism, poverty, sexism, homophobia, and globalization and privatization come up in a teaching day, they tend to ignore them and shy away from addressing them in any substantive way. But asked, Do you think it’s important to promote social responsibility in your classroom? those same colleagues will almost certainly say yes. Is that because the term social responsibility has an air of neutrality, whereas social justice smacks of radicalism? Is it because the Ministry of Education has endorsed the Social Responsibility Performance Standards (SRPS), while social justice merits no such status? Whatever the answer, those colleagues who teach social responsibility, who work with their students on the SRPS, are actually doing social justice. The SRPS for Kindergarten to Grade 10 consist of four strands: Contributing to the Classroom and School Community, Solving Problems in Peaceful Ways, Valuing Diversity and Defending Human Rights, and Exercising Democratic Rights and Responsibilities. Within each strand descriptors delineate age-appropriate expectations, and examples show what it might look like and sound like when a student is not yet within, minimally meeting, fully meeting, and exceeding those expectations. For instance, at the Grade 4 to 5 level, in the section on valuing diversity and defending human rights, a student who is fully meeting expectations "can describe some basic human rights; shows interest in correcting flagrant injustices." In the section on exercising democratic rights and responsibilities, the student "can identify some ways to make the world a better place." At the Grade 8 to 10 level, the first section named above describes the student as one who "identifies positive aspects of diversity; often speaks out against racism, sexism, and blatant stereotyping," and in the second, the student "accepts responsibility for helping others and participating in community life; can describe a preferred future and ways to improve the community, nation, and world." Even in the sections on contributing to the classroom and school community and solving problems in peaceful ways, we find statements such as "takes on some responsibility to care for and improve the school and community" (Grades 8 to 10), "shows empathy and can describe others’ feelings in an increasing range of situations" (Grades 4 to 5), "can assess and explain a variety of positions on controversial issues" (Grades 8 to 10). If we are actively teaching social responsibility in our classrooms, we are indeed doing social justice at the same time. A rose by any other name... If we consider it important to teach our students about social responsibility, we, also have a duty to demonstrate that, as their teachers, we believe in it and are prepared to model what we wish them to be. If we truly believe we have a duty to prepare our students to become caring, responsible citizens in a pluralistic, democratic society, we have no choice but to encourage them to follow our lead and to become engaged and active in issues of social justice—or social responsibility—if that is what some prefer to call it. Murray Corren teaches at Blakekburn Elementary School, Coquitlam, and is a member of the BCTF Social Justice Advisory Committee and a social responsibility associate.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12640,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 1999 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 12, Number 1, September 1999 Conditions for success by Larry Kuehn  “Conditions for Success” tells the story of what is needed for more effective use of information and communication technology in B.C. classrooms. It is the title of the report of the Teaching, Learning, and Education Technology Advisory Committee. And the message is: pay attention to what teachers need if you expect them to be able to integrate technology into their daily practice in classrooms. The committee that produced the report included teachers from a range of grade levels and subject areas, selected by the BCTF. In addition, the ministry appointed a district superintendent, a university professor, two ministry staff—one from education, the other from finance—and the president of the Open Learning Agency. The report reflects a consensus of this diverse group. Key conditions for success are identified—each representing a significant change from existing practice. Most importantly, the agenda for education must be driven by curriculum, not by technology. Support teaching and learning by integrating information technology into curriculum, the committee says. Develop applications useful to curriculum—and provide support for teachers to utilize them. Technology decisions in the past have often been led by the enthusiasm of “early adopters.” A more systematic approach is required, the committee said, to integration into teaching practice. It can no longer be left for each district or school to decide, as has been the situation over the past 20 years. To carry out a systematic approach, focus additional resources for technology in priority areas, so students across the province are ensured a basic experience in learning with the assistance of the technology. The committee did not reach consensus on what that area of focus should be, but sees the debate about this in the education community as contributing to the integration process. It also says that separate technology courses (other than electives at the secondary level) would detract from the effectiveness of integration into curriculum. Funding in the past has been largely focused on “infrastructure”—such as computer hardware and the Provincial Learning Network. A key condition for success, the committee indicates, must be a shift to funding that sustains programs, including training, technical support, and quality learning resources. The ministry has made changes to funding for 1999–2000, allowing up to 25% of district technology grants to be used for professional development and training, rather than for infrastructure. In its deliberations, the committee found very little relevant research on the educational effects of the use of technology. Virtually no research has been done in B.C., and little conclusive research has been conducted in other jurisdictions. The committee said that a portion of technology funding should be devoted to research, so that more systematic information is available for making future education technology decisions. The full text of the report and recommendations can be found through the BCTF web site http://www.bctf.ca. The BCTF will also have an online forum for discussion of the recommendations and teacher ideas about priorities for a systematic approach to integration. Larry Kuehn is the director of the BCTF’s Research Division.  Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/AboutUs.aspx?id=18906&printPage=true,BCTF > Support for BC' s teachers  	About us  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > About Us > History > Bargaining History > Teachers Take a Stand Support for BC's Teachers BC's teachers have been receiving tremendous support: from teacher organizations across Canada from teacher organizations in other countries school board positions from other unions in the press in the Legislative Assembly from parents from other organizations and groups from individuals through letters to the editor)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=14922&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2008 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 20, Number 4, January/February 2008 On being well: Wellness is having a passion for chocolate, but… By Julia Johnson I wasn’t always a chocolate lover. Sweets and desserts were never part of my diet as a child or as an adult. However, now that menopause has created a hormonal imbalance in my system and my taste buds have become acutely sensitive, all of that has changed. I remember quite clearly the first time I had a second helping of a chocolate dessert just because it tasted so good. It didn’t matter that I had eaten enough. My taste buds were exploding and the message to my brain was, "I must have more of this!" Thus began my passionate consumption for all things chocolate. I try to rationalize my compelling need for devouring chocolate by acknowledging the research that espouses its medical virtues. Apparently, dark chocolate may lower high blood pressure, increase insulin sensitivity, reduce the risk of heart attack, improve arterial blood flow, and help people with chronic fatigue syndrome. According to WebMD, "The possible health benefits of chocolate stem from the antioxidant flavonoids. Chocolate comes from the cacao plant, and cacao is extraordinarily rich in flavanols... The flavanols in cocoa beans have a biochemical effect of reducing platelet clumping... The more non-fat cocoa solids a chocolate product contains, the more antioxidants it tends to contribute." With this information I became a discriminate shopper, eating only Belgian or Swiss dark chocolate. My mind was at rest. I was able to satisfy my chocolate desire knowing that my body would reap the health benefits; that is, until I learned that the chocolate I so enjoyed was made possible by slave labour. West Africa is the world’s largest producer and exporter of cocoa beans, supplying 50% of the world’s cocoa on the backs of one-quarter of a million of African children. It has been documented that boys aged 12 to 16 years found begging are lured to the Ivory Coast and are sold as slaves. Traffickers promise them paid work, housing, and education; instead they are forced to work on cocoa farms under severely abusive conditions. Reports from UNICEF (1998, 2007) confirm that child trafficking is prevalent in the cocoa farming industry of the Ivory Coast. And a British television documentary, Slavery: a Global Investigation (2001) claimed that 90% of the Ivory Coast cocoa plantations use forced labour. Carol Off, co-host of CBC Radio’s As it Happens, in her book (Bitter Chocolate: Investigating the Dark Side of the World’s Most Seductive Sweet, 2007) "traces the origins of the cocoa craze and describes the conditions under which it is grown and harvested." She explains how the West African Cocoa Industry, "with the complicity of Western governments and corporations," such as Nestle, Hershey, Cadbury, and Mars thrive using unethical practices. CBC radio recently reported (November 28, 2007) that regulators from Canada’s Competition Bureau "have launched an investigation into allegations that the Canadian divisions of Nestle, Hershey, Cadbury, and Mars have engaged in a price-fixing scheme in the multibillion-dollar chocolate bar business." Faced with the reality of these reports, activists are working toward increasing public awareness of this issue and pressuring Canadian and US governments to create a child-trafficking bill that would make it illegal for crops to be imported from countries that support child trafficking. Journalist and filmmaker Teun (Tony) van de Keuken of the Netherlands, produced a documentary for You Tube, entitled "Tony Chocolonely" exposing the Ivory Coast slave trade in the chocolate industry from which Nestle derives its profits. Once Tony became aware that children were forced to work on cocoa plantations under slave conditions, he became a chocolate-maker striving to produce the world’s first slave-free chocolate with support from the Max Havelaar Foundation. Tony says, "The bars were an overnight success. It shows that people really want this once they’re aware of how things are made. You just have to tell them and show them what reality is." The thing about being on a wellness journey is that it is fraught with health-related choices regarding, not only our personal well-being, but the social justice issues that affect the well-being of others and the planet that is our home. At the root of the decisions we make is the passion that fuels our motivation to effect change. My passion for chocolate has become a deeper passion of commitment to purchase only chocolate and chocolate products with fair-trade or slave-free labels. Now that I know that child-abuse practices go into the making of a Hershey’s kiss, I find such a delicacy revolting. For information on fair-trade/ slave-free chocolate see these internet websites: www.globalexchange.org (E-mail: fairtrade@globalexchange.org) www.stopthetraffik.org, Google: Tony Chocolonely. Julia Johnson, a retired learning resource teacher in Quesnel is a BCTF PD wellness associate.)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2014/05/why-im-on-picket-line.html,Staffroom Confidential: Why I'm on the picket line Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Saturday, May 31, 2014 Why I'm on the picket line I will never forget my first days teaching in a public school in British Columbia. It was 2004, and I had just left a job at a small private girl’s school to work in a large public high school. I went from class sizes of about 18 to class sizes of over 30. From a school where the adult to student ratio was one to eight, to a school where sometimes I wondered where the adults were. From quiet to loud, spacious to cramped, clean to messy, orderly to chaotic, easy to hard. That’s how my job changed. I left for philosophical reasons – I believe in public schools and had always wanted to teach in the public system. I took some risk leaving my private school position, which was almost full time, unionized with decent pay and benefits, and where my classes never exceeded about 22 students and many were in the 15 – 18 range. I left to join the on-call list in a public district and was lucky enough to land a half time contract after six months. I had entered a post-degree teaching program in the fall of 2001. “Jobs galore” was the message at our first all-student plenary session. But it wasn't five short months after when the government introduced Bills 27 and 28 and I was standing on the lawn of the legislature with my future colleagues decrying the stripping of class size limits from collective agreements. And by the time I finished in 2003, our local public District was not hiring. So I reluctantly took a position in the private system. Looking back at that dream job sometimes I wonder why I let my principles get the best of me. I had my own classroom - a computer lab. I had a full time technical support worker assisting me when I needed. Spring break was two weeks and Christmas break was three. And I had lots of fun on the fall “out trip” when I was paid to escort the students through the sites of Victoria. “Classroom management” was a distant memory from a course I had taken. My students were well behaved, engaged, and motivated. I did not have a single student requiring adaptation for an Individual Education Plan, and my English as Second Language students all received tutoring, assistance and regular ESL classes. That was not something I had to worry about. I had the luxury of devoting all of my non-teaching time to lesson preparation, learning new ideas and teaching techniques that I could introduce to my students, and careful assessment of student work. The contrast with my first public school position could not have been more stark. There were crowded hallways, constant disruption in class, challenging behaviours, and many students behind grade level with learning difficulties. I recall walking down the main hallway, where students hang out and eat their lunch, and being taken aback by the crowded space, and most noticeably - the total and complete lack of adults. At the private school, there was an adult to student ratio of one to eight. This meant there was never a time, in my recollection, that any public space had fewer than two adults in it. The public high school was the opposite. Crowded hallways were often devoid of any adult presence. It was not two years into my position there that I encountered, in the main entryway to the school, four students engaged in a physical fight surrounded by a group of about 100 of their peers. As I descended into the school lobby from the upper stairwell I looked around and could see not a single other adult. It was only good fortune that three of the four students fighting knew me and so I felt confident to intervene. Otherwise, I would have been scared. There was a lot of bad behaviour in the hallways at break time - homophobic put downs, inconsiderate remarks, throwing garbage on the floor. But one of the things I learned very quickly is that if I stopped to intervene every time I encountered an incident, I would never make it to the lunchroom to eat. And so I, like many other worn out and harried teachers, intervened when it was essential but learned to let go for the student throwing the gum wrapper on the floor. After a time, you get acclimatized and it all starts to feel normal. Inside the classroom, the changes were different but just as palpable. All of a sudden, at least a third of my attention was always needed to monitor student behaviour. Of my daily utterances to students, many were now in the “sit down”, “please be quiet”, “I need your attention” variety. There was a seismic shift in my own mental capacity from focusing on student needs to focusing on student behaviours. My after class hours were consumed with meeting students to provide individual help, seemingly endless stacks of marking, and trying to figure out how to teach the student with elementary level reading skills in my Grade 9 class, or the student who was barely there and traumatized by a family death, or the student with mild intellectual disability who required a whole different curriculum to meet their needs. Precious time was left for learning new technologies, revamping my lessons, or planning field trips. With 210 students on my roster per year, that just wasn't possible. Few with any experience in our school system would dispute the benefits of smaller classes and with ensuring that each class has a manageable number and range of special needs. The simple reality is that as class sizes grow, adult attention per student diminishes, and student behaviours are harder to manage. Some point to the times several decades ago when class sizes were forty or even fifty students. Those were also the times of the strap and when students with disabilities were housed in segregated facilities. Is that where we want to go? If we want a caring, nurturing, safe environment in schools, we need adequate adult supervision. If we want teachers able to devote their time to teaching and learning activities, we can’t overwhelm them with over sized classes. Again, the math is simple. If we double the size of an English 12 class, the teacher will need to halve the number of essays each student writes for feedback because there are only so many hours in the weekend to do the marking. In an eighty minute math class, after homework take-up and the daily lesson, there is only 30 minutes left - that is one minute per child. No wonder parents who can afford it hire tutors. A quick comparison of private and public school class sizes show striking differences. Here is the data for my home community of Victoria: Private schools: Glenlyon Norfork: 18 - 20 St. Margaret's School: 14 - 20 St. Michael's University School: 18 - 20 Queen Margaret's School: 18 Shawnigan Lake School: 14 -15 Public schools - averages of: 18 - Kindergarten 21 - Primary Grades 26 - Intermediate 27 - Secondary Pretty much any advertisement for any private school will indicate “small class sizes”. But class size isn't the only difference. Last summer I took my daughter to a summer camp at St. Michael’s University School. It doesn't have a building, it has a campus. The beautiful landscaped gardens included hanging flower baskets. The music room was stocked with instruments and designed for it’s purpose. The grounds included a nice outdoor amphitheatre. I believe I deserve a raise, but just like other teachers, that isn't the main reason I voted yes to strike. A society is measured by how it treats everyone. This includes the poor, the disenfranchised, the ordinary. In British Columbia, these children get overcrowded and underfunded. The children who need it the most - the hungry, the hurt, the struggling ones - get the least. In contrast, the one's whose parents can pay get better. The “public” in public school does not just mean providing a building with some tired teachers to deliver a curriculum measured on some standardized tests. A good public school system will provide high quality opportunities to every single child. While our public schools have many wonderful programs and many dedicated teachers, the sad truth is that there are also overcrowded classrooms, children falling behind, and a workforce exhausted from trying to fill in the gaps. The class size provisions that were illegally removed in 2002 are only a fraction of what is needed to move towards a genuinely high quality public education system. But they are a necessary start. I hope we stay on the picket line long enough to win them back, and I hope parents and citizens who want the best for every child join us in that struggle. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 10:51 AM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 3 comments: Cindy QuachMay 31, 2014 at 11:49 AM Tara, thanks so much for writing and sharing your experiences spanning the private and public systems. For me, teaching has always been a motion of heart first. Ideally, it is humanistic and helps our students to understand their place and responsibility in a democratic society...and to empower every student to stretch and grow. My priority is with my students and with learning. However, with chronic underfunding and disregard for the law by govt, it doesn't seem that their values are aligned with mine. ReplyDelete Delhi Escorts - MadhuMay 31, 2014 at 8:57 PM I am Mona Mathur from New Delhi and i am a working girl in a share market company based in delhi. I am a 22 year old young and a charming girl basically from Meerut and now based in delhi since 2005 when i came here to complete my graduation. I decided to sattled here as a high class and private Delhi Escort Girl and now i am residing in New Delhi along with my friends. I am a beautiful pearl with 5'6" height and curvy slim figure of 34-28-36. I have 34C natural breasts and silky black long hairs thats make me a perfect feminine model girl. Visit my website- 1. Mathur Mona 2. Arora AnkitaReplyDelete StanJuly 1, 2014 at 8:57 AM The current BC Teacher’s Strike is important for restoring reasonable class size and composition to our Public Schools, but I am most afraid because the actions of the BC Liberals in this fight attack the very heart of Canadian Democracy, and Charter Rights for all Canadians ( whether Union, non-union, public or private). The Liberal government’s continuing refusal to respect the Charter Rights of BC teachers ( in essence, the Charter Rights of ALL Canadians), and their refusal to respect two Supreme Court Rulings, and their use of taxpayers money, in what is, in essence, an attempt to dismantle the people’s own Charter Protections. "Griffin’s ruling in the Supreme Court decision between the teachers and the govenment described part of what was at stake in this legal case as being Canada’s democratic structure itself, “which requires that governments must act legally, within the supreme law of the country, the Constitution.” Discussing the historical context for her decision, she wrote that political forces often desire “to consolidate and gather more power and to seek to diminish any restraint on that power.” Conversely, she wrote, “A democratic system has institutional checks to counter that tendency and to safeguard against tyranny.” She cited the moral and legal context for her determination as government conduct that could be placed somewhere on a spectrum between negligent “wilful blindness” and a clearly wrong “abuse of power.” And without substantial penalties for such actions, she argued, it was simply “too tempting” for governments to dismiss and extinguish the basic civil rights of the governed. How much more dire a warning about our government could a high-ranking representative of our judiciary give us? " 1. Also; as there appears to be so much diversionary tactics from the real issues at stake by manipulating the public into thinking this fight is about teacher’s wages; perhaps a little real Math would help there: As any grade six student knows, you do not calculate percentage totals of two different variables by adding them. An 8% raise on salary, and a 6.5% raise on benefits DOES NOT EQUAL a 14.5% raise as the government claims teacher’s are asking for. A % is out of 100. Two variables ( salary plus benefits) cannot be added to get a % total. Similar to two items of $100 each, for sale at 8% for one, and 6.5% for the other; you don’t TOTAL them to get 14.5% off at the cashier. You would get $14.50 of $200. That means you have an average between the 2 variables of 7.25% in total. (in ref to a wage increase %, spread over 5 years as proposed, that is not even cost of living). Clearly, presenting this sort of Math in explanation to the Public regarding Teacher salary wage ‘demands’ is HIGHLY SUSPECT, given Liberal history in dealing with the BC Teachers. alarming this gov disrespect for our countries highest law; our constitution, and in it’s deliberate manipulations of facts. 1. Rob Wipond ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ▼  May (5) Why I'm on the picket line BC Teachers' Wage & Class size proposals: Myths & ... BC Teachers: Liability & the Lockout When is a lockout not a lockout? The ABCs of the teachers' fight ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11166,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2002 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 14, Number 4, Jan./Feb. 2002 B.C. Federation of Labour convention by David Chudnovsky I want to report some of the highlights of the B.C. Federation of Labour’s three-day annual convention, November 26-28, 2001. Neil, Jinny, and I dropped in for segments of the convention over the three days, and on Wednesday, Patricia Clough from the Executive Committee, and Norm Nichols from the Labour Affiliation Task Force, were also in attendance. On Monday morning, in his opening comments to the convention, Jim Sinclair referred to our current campaign to achieve a collective agreement and our fight against limitations on our bargaining rights. When I was introduced to the convention from the visitors’ gallery, the convention gave the B.C. Teachers’ Federation a standing ovation. On Tuesday, I, along with a number of staff, participated in a march from the convention centre, at the Bayshore Hotel, to the cabinet offices, at Canada Place where a rally was held. The event highlighted opposition to the economic and social program of the current government, tax cuts for the wealthy while laying off thousands of public-service employees, and reducing services to citizens most in need. On Wednesday, the convention adopted an action plan to fight the regressive agenda of the provincial government. As well, the convention, in a unanimous standing vote, passed a resolution supporting us in our efforts to achieve a collective agreement. During the debate on the motion, Maureen Shaw, the president of the College Institute Educators’ Association and a member of the B.C. Federation of Labour Executive Council, gave a moving speech in support of the resolution. The wording of the motion and excerpts from Maureen’s speech follow. B.C Federation of Labour resolution on education and teachers: WHEREAS during his first day in office, Premier Gordon Campbell rewarded deputy ministers with huge pay increases in the double digits, and WHEREAS he further introduced provincial tax cuts which reward wealthy British Columbians at the expense of the less fortunate; and WHEREAS the provincial Liberal government has passed legislation designating education as an essential service, limiting the right of teachers and education workers to strike and tilting the balance in favour of employers; and WHEREAS Premier Campbell has threatened to impose a legislated agreement that would destroy teaching and learning conditions negotiated while paving the way for drastic cuts in our public education system; now THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that this Federation demand that Premier Campbell withdraw his threat to impose a legislated contract and allow teachers to freely negotiate a new collective agreement; and BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this Federation demand that the provincial government commit adequate financial resources to ensure the maintenance of quality public education while providing a fair and reasonable wage increase for teachers; and BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that the B.C. Federation of Labour support the efforts of the B.C. Teachers’ Federation to achieve a new collective agreement that meets the needs of teachers and assures a quality education for students. The following is an excerpt from a speech by Maureen Shaw: "I rise in support of this resolution and in solidarity with our fellow educators in the BCTF. As educators from K to Ph.D., we are all concerned with the learning conditions of our students. We know that good working conditions for teachers are vital to ensure all our students can succeed, can progress, and can learn. "Everyone in this room has been affected by teachers and benefited from their teaching. What you are now is due to their efforts. Many of you are parents. Think of the hours teachers put in on behalf of their students, your children. Think about how difficult that job is and how devoted they are. Their jobs extend beyond school hours; they prepare classes, mark countless assignments, coach sports teams, supervise dances, arrange field trips, and the list goes on. "The rights they have won they have won to protect and promote a high quality public education system. Those rights are threatened. They are 45,000 strong. And strong they have been. "But, this government seems so determined to deny them their rights, to erase good learning conditions, to deny them adequate compensation. This government seems determined to drive teachers away from their profession—at a time when our children need education more than ever and need teachers more than ever. We know we will be facing a recruitment and retention problem; we know the demographics are such that we won’t have enough teachers very soon. "We talked at this convention about youth unions and for a labour curriculum. This situation provides a teachable moment for all our students. Teach them that teachers’ rights must be protected. Teach them that the labour movement will stand up to this government and teach your children well, what the Labour movement stands for. I urge all delegates to vote unanimously and act unanimously in support of our brothers and sisters in the BCTF." David Chudnovsky is the BCTF’s president. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=13588&printPage=true,BCTF News Releases  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2007 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE September 24, 2007 Teachers rally in support of colleague On Tuesday, September 25, 2007, teachers from across the province will rally at the Sooke Board of Education office in support of a colleague who may be disciplined for refusing to administer a standardized test to her Grade 3 students. Motivated by concern for her students, Kathryn Sihota, a Grade 3 teacher in the Sooke school district and 27-year veteran in primary teaching, took a stand last spring and refused to give the DART (District Assessment of Reading Team) to her young charges. “I’ve administered the test for years and I’m not going to do it anymore,” Sihota says. “The last time I gave the test, a child dissolved in tears from anxiety. I’d put her in a situation I didn’t want her to be in.” Teachers oppose testing when its purpose is simply to satisfy the government and school district agenda of data collection for political purposes, rather than to assist them in finding ways to enrich students’ learning experiences. An increasing number of tests are now being imposed on students and are detracting from a quality learning experience. “Teachers work with students in classrooms every day and understand that students need support and encouragement to be successful,” says Irene Lanzinger, president of the British Columbia Teachers’ Federation. “We use a variety of assessment methods, including tests, to help students learn. The over-emphasis on standardized exams and data collection is putting students and their success at risk while doing nothing to enhance learning. Teachers throughout the province are speaking out on behalf of their students and the support they need in order to be successful.”  The rally will be held at the Sooke Board of Education office 3143 Jacklin Road, Victoria, from 4:00 p.m.–5:00 p.m. Speakers include: Ian Johnson (president of the Sooke Teachers’ Association), Kathryn Sihota (Sooke teacher), Eden Haythornthwaite (Cowichan school trustee), Hanna Seymour (Cowichan parent), Rachel Soberg (Sooke parent), and Irene Lanzinger (president of the BCTF). -  30  - For more information, contact Kathleen MacKinnon, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell).)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/issues/research.aspx?id=5836,BCTF > Gifted enrolments as a percentage of total school enrolment, ranked Nanaimo  	Untitled Page  For Teachers For Parents For Media Home E-mail Lists Links A to Z Index Contact Us Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources Home > Issues in Education > Inclusive Education > Research Project Gifted enrolments as a percentage of total school enrolment, ranked Nanaimo School District, October 2002 Nanaimo Schools Total enrolments by school October, 2002 Gifted enrolments Gifted enrolments as % of school total Continuing Education       Continuing Education SD 68 19 0 0% Alternate Settings       VAST Centre 98 1 1% 5 Acres Alternate (Sept.30 enr.) 40 0 0% Northbrook Learning Centre 71 0 0% Northfield Alternate 36 0 0% 0.27 % of Nanaimo students identified as Gifted are enrolled in alternate settings Secondary Schools       Nanaimo District Secondary 1,041 62 6% Dover Bay Secondary 1,639 70 4% Cedar Community Secondary 504 14 3% Wellington Secondary 1,012 29 3% Woodlands Secondary 740 19 3% John Barsby Community School 796 15 2% Ladysmith Secondary 874 20 2% Nanaimo District Secondary - Fr. Imm. 191 0 0% Nanaimo District Secondary - Pr. Cadre 15 0 0% 63.25 % of Nanaimo students identified as Gifted are enrolled in secondary schools Elementary Schools       Ladysmith Intermediate 367 11 3% McGirr Elementary 451 13 3% North Cedar Intermediate 260 7 3% Brechin Elementary 201 4 2% Chase River Elementary 202 4 2% Coal Tyee Elementary 318 6 2% Departure Bay Elementary 260 4 2% Forest Park Elementary 285 6 2% Gabriola Elementary 235 5 2% Ladysmith Primary 316 6 2% Mountain View Elementary 424 8 2% Quarterway Elementary 128 3 2% Rock City Elementary 328 8 2% Rutherford Community School 378 6 2% Uplands Park Elementary 311 5 2% Cilaire Elementary 188 1 1% Cinnabar Valley Elementary 178 1 1% Fairview Elementary 367 4 1% Frank J. Ney Elementary 247 2 1% Georgia Avenue Elementary 464 4 1% Harewood Elementary - Fr. Imm. 111 1 1% Mount Benson Elementary 229 2 1% Park Avenue Elementary 286 3 1% Pauline Haarer Elementary - Fr. Imm. 259 3 1% Pleasant Valley Elementary 286 3 1% Princess Anne Elementary 105 1 1% Randerson Ridge Elementary 347 5 1% Seaview Elementary 298 2 1% South Wellington Elementary 100 1 1% Waterloo Elementary 94 1 1% Bayview Elementary 214 1 0.47% Dufferin Crescent Elementary 223 1 0.45% Davis Road Elementary 127 0 0% Hammond Bay Elem - Fr. Imm. 146 0 0% Hammond Bay Elementary 12 0 0% North Oyster Elementary 176 0 0% Princess Royal Elementary 69 0 0% Quarterway Elementary - Fr. Imm. 151 0 0% Woodbank Primary 230 0 0% 36.46 % of Nanaimo students identified as Gifted are enrolled in elementary schools TOTALS 16,428 362 2% SOURCES: Total enrolments: District enrolment summary report: District annual student enrolments - for the month of October, 2002 (dated Nov. 1/02) Gifted enrolments: (Form 1701) Special education summary by school, as at September 30, 2002 (M. of Ed. echo report dated Oct. 17/02)   About Us | News & Events | Publications | Advocacy & Action | Social Justice | Issues in Education © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media jthornthwaite last tweet "MLA @douglas_horne thanking @colemancountry for his work w/ housing for BC @LindaReimerMLA @bcliberals http://t.co/zR6bdVGcRI" @jthornthwaite - 02:03am Follow @jthornthwaite BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/SD63Stellys?lang=fa,Stelly's Secondary (@SD63Stellys) | Twitter توییتر زمینه جستجو جستجو جستجوهای ذخیره شده حذف حساب تایید شده @ کاربران پیشنهادی حساب تایید شده @ حساب تایید شده @ زبان: فارسی العربية Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 حساب کاربری دارید؟ ورود تازه واردید؟ همین امروز بپیوندید » ورود تلفن٬ ایمیل یا نام کاربری گذرواژه (رمز عبور) ورود مرا به یاد داشته باش گذرواژه خود را فراموش کرده‌اید؟ از طریق پیامک از توییتر استفاده میکنید؟ Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys توييت‌ها ۲۸۲ عکس‌ها/ویدئوها ۱۰۴ دنبال‌شونده‌ها ۳۴ دنبال‌كننده‌ها ۲۰۹ برگزیده‌ها ۱   بیشتر برگزیده‌ها فهرست‌ها باصدا کردن @SD63Stellys بی‌صدا کردن @SD63Stellys دنبال کنید دنبال می‌کنید دنبال نكن مسدود شده‌ درآوردن از حالت مسدود در انتظار لغو Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys Home of the Stingers Saanichton, BC, Canada stellys.sd63.bc.ca در فروردین ۱۳۹۱ ه‍.ش. پیوسته است ۱۰۴ عکس و ویدیوی جدید توييت‌ها توييت‌ها توییت ها و پاسخ ها Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys  ·  ۵ ساعت #stellys clubs day tomorrow in the gym. Come check out what is happening and get involved. There is something for everyone. پاسخ ۰ reply بازتوییت بازتوییت شده ۰ retweet برگزیدن برگزیده شده ۰ favorite بیشتر قراردادن توییت در سایت خود East Saanich 2, British Columbia Stelly's Secondary retweeted Lori Lumley @TDRLori  ·  ۱۰ مهر Thank you Stellys for your INCREDIBLE welcome and shout out to Student Leadership for huge donation. GO STINGERS! pic.twitter.com/JUxvcan6cL Tour de Rock, Victoria Police و Tina Pierik مشاهده عکس‌ها و ویدیوهای بیشتر پاسخ ۰ reply بازتوییت بازتوییت شده ۲ retweets ۲ برگزیدن برگزیده شده ۴ favorites ۴ بیشتر قراردادن توییت در سایت خود Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys  ·  ۱۰ مهر Stelly's students line the halls for a parade of honour for the #tourderock riders. Thanks for… http://instagram.com/p/tqrZ3Iprov/  پاسخ ۰ reply بازتوییت بازتوییت شده ۲ retweets ۲ برگزیدن برگزیده شده ۳ favorites ۳ بیشتر قراردادن توییت در سایت خود Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys  ·  ۱۰ مهر RT @tpierik: Stelly's Tour de Rock mom! Proud kids! #stellys #tourderock #bced #sd63 pic.twitter.com/dqPDTMgm1z مشاهده عکس‌ها و ویدیوهای بیشتر پاسخ ۰ reply بازتوییت بازتوییت شده ۰ retweet برگزیدن برگزیده شده ۰ favorite بیشتر قراردادن توییت در سایت خود Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys  ·  ۱۰ مهر RT @tpierik: Welcome to Stelly's Tour de Rock! #stellys #sd63 #tourderock #bced pic.twitter.com/hmfiRTllZZ مشاهده عکس‌ها و ویدیوهای بیشتر پاسخ ۰ reply بازتوییت بازتوییت شده ۰ retweet برگزیدن برگزیده شده ۰ favorite بیشتر قراردادن توییت در سایت خود Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys  ·  ۱۰ مهر #stellys students and staff shaved heads to raise money for #tourderock & #copsforcancer Thanks for… http://instagram.com/p/tqKxejJrkz/  پاسخ ۰ reply بازتوییت بازتوییت شده ۰ retweet برگزیدن برگزیده شده ۰ favorite بیشتر قراردادن توییت در سایت خود Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys  ·  ۱۰ مهر #stellys is proud to welcome #tourderock visit today. Meet the teacher tonite 6:30-8:00. Early closure today at 2:05. پاسخ ۰ reply بازتوییت بازتوییت شده ۱ retweet ۱ برگزیدن برگزیده شده ۱ favorite ۱ بیشتر قراردادن توییت در سایت خود Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys  ·  ۹ مهر RT @tpierik: Stelly's supporting Tour De Rock! #stellys #tourderock #sd63 pic.twitter.com/3PH2UO2qIv مشاهده عکس‌ها و ویدیوهای بیشتر پاسخ ۰ reply بازتوییت بازتوییت شده ۰ retweet برگزیدن برگزیده شده ۱ favorite ۱ بیشتر قراردادن توییت در سایت خود Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys  ·  ۹ مهر RT @tpierik: A big Stelly's Thank you to Studio 63 Stylists! #stellys #tourderock #sd63 pic.twitter.com/i3LMo5Ta4u مشاهده عکس‌ها و ویدیوهای بیشتر پاسخ ۰ reply بازتوییت بازتوییت شده ۰ retweet برگزیدن برگزیده شده ۱ favorite ۱ بیشتر قراردادن توییت در سایت خود Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys  ·  ۷ مهر Remember to bring in $2 for @CopsForCancer this week. #tourderock visits Thursday. #stellys staff head shaves fundraiser on wed پاسخ ۰ reply بازتوییت بازتوییت شده ۲ retweets ۲ برگزیدن برگزیده شده ۲ favorites ۲ بیشتر قراردادن توییت در سایت خود Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys  ·  ۴ مهر Happy Friday #Stellys! Have a great weekend. پاسخ ۰ reply بازتوییت بازتوییت شده ۰ retweet برگزیدن برگزیده شده ۰ favorite بیشتر قراردادن توییت در سایت خود Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys  ·  ۲ مهر Regular wednesday schedule today and picture day! #stellys پاسخ ۰ reply بازتوییت بازتوییت شده ۰ retweet برگزیدن برگزیده شده ۰ favorite بیشتر قراردادن توییت در سایت خود Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys  ·  ۱ مهر Sept. 24th is picture day at #stellys. Wait that’s TOMORROW!! #whatamigoingtowear #howismyhair پاسخ ۰ reply بازتوییت بازتوییت شده ۰ retweet برگزیدن برگزیده شده ۰ favorite بیشتر قراردادن توییت در سایت خود Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys  ·  ۱ مهر Congrats to grade 10 student, Elena Moss who finished 7th at the #wych in New Caledonia, France. #stelly's pride! پاسخ ۰ reply بازتوییت بازتوییت شده ۴ retweets ۴ برگزیدن برگزیده شده ۳ favorites ۳ بیشتر قراردادن توییت در سایت خود Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys  ·  ۱ مهر 11s & 12s only today from 1205 - 305. Regular #stellys classes start Wednesday. پاسخ ۰ reply بازتوییت بازتوییت شده ۰ retweet برگزیدن برگزیده شده ۰ favorite بیشتر قراردادن توییت در سایت خود Stelly's Secondary retweeted SD63 Transportation @sd63bus  ·  ۳۱ شهریور For Tuesday the 23rd. Elementary/Middle Schools, regular AM/PM schedules. Secondary's AM pickup between 11:20 and 11:58. Regular PM departs. پاسخ ۰ reply بازتوییت بازتوییت شده ۳ retweets ۳ برگزیدن برگزیده شده ۰ favorite بیشتر قراردادن توییت در سایت خود Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys  ·  ۳۱ شهریور Excited to meet and reunite with new and returning #stellys students today! Reminder only 9s and 10s today from 12:05 - 3:05 #sd63 پاسخ ۰ reply بازتوییت بازتوییت شده ۰ retweet برگزیدن برگزیده شده ۰ favorite بیشتر قراردادن توییت در سایت خود Stelly's Secondary retweeted SD63 Transportation @sd63bus  ·  ۲۸ شهریور All Secondary Schools for Mon the 22nd. AM pickup between 11:30 & 11:58. Departing from school at regular times. پاسخ ۰ reply بازتوییت بازتوییت شده ۵ retweets ۵ برگزیدن برگزیده شده ۰ favorite بیشتر قراردادن توییت در سایت خود Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys  ·  ۲۸ شهریور Welcome back #stellys! We cant wait 2 see you! Monday Sept 22 Grade 9&10 only 12:05 to 3:05. Tuesday Sept 23 Grade 11&12 only 12:05 to 3:05 پاسخ ۰ reply بازتوییت بازتوییت شده ۲ retweets ۲ برگزیدن برگزیده شده ۰ favorite بیشتر قراردادن توییت در سایت خود Stelly's Secondary retweeted SD 63 Saanich @sd63schools  ·  ۲۸ شهریور Welcome back #sd63 students and staff. Please check local #sd63 school websites about startup for students on Monday http://www.sd63.bc.ca/news/2014/09/welcome-back … پاسخ ۰ reply بازتوییت بازتوییت شده ۳ retweets ۳ برگزیدن برگزیده شده ۰ favorite بیشتر قراردادن توییت در سایت خود ممکن است توییتر بسیار شلوغ باشد یا اینکه دچار یک وقفه موقت شده باشد. دوباره سعی کنید برای اطلاعات بیشتر از وضعیت توییتر دیدن کنید. بستن Stelly's Secondary دنبال کرد هیچ به روزرسانی از Stelly's Secondary را از دست ندهید Saanichton, BC, Canada · تغییر Twitter © 2014 درباره راهنما اطلاعات آگهی بستن موضوعات داغ موضوعات داغ متناسب با سلیقه شما موضوعات پرطرفدار راهی منحصر به فرد برای در جریان قرار گرفتن از آنچه که برایتان مهم است فراهم می‌کند. این انتخاب‌ها بر اساس مکان شما و کسانی که دنبال می‌‌‌‌‌کنید تنظیم می‌شوند. تغییر نگاه داشتن موضوعات داغ متناسب با سلیقه شما دریافت موضوعات داغ جهانی تایید پنهان کن بستن قبلی بعدی بستن برو به نمایه یک شخص جستجوهای ذخیره شده حذف حساب تایید شده @ کاربران پیشنهادی حساب تایید شده @ حساب تایید شده @ بستن بازتوییت برای دنبال کنندگان شما؟ لغو بازتوییت بستن آیا مطمئن هستید که می‌خواهید این توییت را پاک کنید؟ لغو حذف بستن مسدود کردن لغو مسدود کردن افزودن موقعیت مکانی به توییت‌ها اگر توییت شما حاوی اطلاعات مکانی باشد، توییتر آن مکان را ذخیره می‌کند. شما می‌توانید موقعیت مکانی خود را قبل از فرستادن هر توییت خاموش/روشن کنید، و همیشه این امکان را دارید که تاریخچه‌ موقعیت‌های مکانی را از توییت‌های خود حذف کنید. بیشتر بدانید فعال‌ کردن مکان‌یابی الان نه غیرفعال کردن مکان‌یابی بستن خلاصه نمایه بستن فهرست‌های شما بستن ایجاد یک فهرست تازه نام فهرست شرح کمتر از ١٠٠ حرف، اختیاری فهرست‌ها: حریم خصوصی عمومی · همه می‌توانند این فهرست را دنبال کنند خصوصی · فقط شما میتوانید به این فهرست دسترسی داشته باشید ذخیره فهرست بستن بستن قراردادن این توییت در سایت خود این توییت را با کپی کردن کد زیر به وب‌سایت خود اضافه کنید Learn more مشکلی در اتصال به سرور به وجود آمد. دوباره امتحان می کنید؟ شامل توییت اولیه شامل رسانه غیرنوشتاری پیش‌نمایش بستن عضو توییتر شوید مشترک توییتر نیستید؟ نام نویسی کنید تا از آنچه که برای شما مهم است با خبر شده و هم به شکل آنی در جریان رویدادهای تازه قرار بگیرید. حساب کاربری دارید؟ ورود » بستن کدهای کوتاه (ارسال و دریافت) دو طرفه: کشور کد برای مشتریانِ ایالات متحده آمریکا 40404 (هر) کانادا 21212 (هر) انگلیس 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 برزیل 40404 Nextel, TIM هاییتی 40404 Digicel, Voila ایرلند 51210 Vodafone, O2 هند 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance اندونزی 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata ایتالیا 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » کدهای پیام کوتاه را برای دیگر کشورها مشاهده کنید بستن تایید)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/issues/research.aspx?id=5824&printPage=true,BCTF > Special Education enrolments as a percentage of total school enrolment, ranked  	Untitled Page  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Issues in Education > Inclusive Education > Research Project Special Education enrolments as a percentage of total school enrolment, ranked Coquitlam School District, 2002-03 Coquitlam Schools Total enrolments by school. S.R. 1581 Special Ed (excl. Gifted) enrolments. Form 1701 Special Ed enrolments as % of school total Continuing Education       Continuing Education SD 43       Alternate Settings       Ioco School 26 26 100% Coquitlam Alternate Basic Education 188 109 58% I C C R 5   0% Eagle Ridge Hospital Day Treatment program       Winslow Centre       5.87 % of Coquitlam students identified as having special needs (excluding Gifted) are enrolled in alternate settings Secondary Schools       Terry Fox Secondary 1,846 151 8% Dr. Charles Best Secondary 999 69 7% Pinetree Secondary 1,737 108 6% Riverside Secondary 1,376 80 6% Centennial Secondary 2,006 105 5% Gleneagle Secondary 1,599 77 5% Port Moody Secondary 1,732 70 4% 28.73 % of Coquitlam students identified as having special needs (excluding Gifted) are enrolled in secondary schools Middle Schools       Como Lake Middle School 591 61 10% Hillcrest Middle School 537 50 9% Maple Creek Middle School 657 58 9% Pitt River Middle School 503 43 9% Banting Middle School 624 52 8% Citadel Middle School 495 39 8% Moody Middle School 670 53 8% Maillard Middle School 447 30 7% Minnekhada Middle School 697 50 7% Montgomery Middle School 580 40 7% Scott Creek Middle School 729 53 7% Summit Middle School 690 42 6% Kwayhquitlum Middle School 699 35 5% 26.38 % of Coquitlam students identified as having special needs (excluding Gifted) are enrolled in middle schools Elementary Schools       Burquitlam Elementary 116 18 16% Cedarbrook Elementary 70 10 14% Seaview Community School 229 30 13% Central Elementary 330 38 12% Alderson Elementary 169 19 11% Coronation Park Elementary 137 14 10% Mountain View Elementary 203 20 10% Vanier Elementary 221 21 10% College Park Elementary 148 13 9% Parkland Elementary 232 20 9% Anmore Elementary 146 12 8% Birchland Elementary 326 25 8% Cape Horn Elementary 207 17 8% Hazel Trembath Elementary 335 27 8% James Park Elementary 371 29 8% Lincoln Elementary 243 19 8% Meaowbrook Elementary 211 17 8% Millside Elementary 144 12 8% Montgomery Elementary 133 10 8% R C Macdonald Elementary 113 9 8% Cedar Drive Elementary 241 16 7% Harbour View Elementary 241 17 7% Kilmer Elementary 325 22 7% Moody Elementary 135 10 7% Mundy Road Elementary 203 14 7% Nestor Elementary 373 27 7% Westwood Elementary 263 18 7% Aspenwood Elementary 190 12 6% Blakeburn Elementary 402 23 6% Coquitlam River Elementary 327 21 6% Glen Elementary 479 27 6% Mary Hill Elementary 341 20 6% Miller Park Community School 266 17 6% Panorama Heights Elementary 412 24 6% Pinetree Way Elementary 253 15 6% Riverview Park Elementary 202 12 6% Roy Stibbs Elementary 310 20 6% Castle Park Elementary 325 15 5% Eagle Ridge Elementary 310 14 5% Heritage Mountain Elementary 307 15 5% Lord Baden-Powell Elementary 296 15 5% Mountain Meadows Elementary 199 10 5% Ranch Park Elementary 269 14 5% Rochester Elementary 321 17 5% Walton Elementary 398 18 5% Bramblewood Elementary 359 13 4% Hampton Park Elementary 222 8 4% Irvine Elementary 374 16 4% Leigh Elementary 263 10 4% Porter Street Elementary 355 15 4% Baker Drive Elementary 114 3 3% Glenayre Elementary 386 12 3% Pleasantside Elementary 181 6 3% 39.0 % of Coquitlam students identified as having special needs (excluding Gifted) are enrolled in elementary schools TOTALS 33,159 2,297 7% SOURCES: Total enrolments: S.R. 1581: Headcount and FTE enrolment by grade, school, and district, 2002-03 Special Ed and Gifted enrolments: (Form 1701) Special education summary by school, as at September 30, 2002 (M. of Ed. echo report dated Oct. 17/02))
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/error.aspx?aspxerrorpath=/psas/LATA/conference/events.htm,Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Sorry! File not found. The page requested may have been moved. Please use one of the following methods to assist you in finding the information you seek: trying using the Site Search above try our A to Z index  contact webinfo@bctf.ca to request assistance. Thank you for your patience. BCTF Local Officers Our for Local Officers content (Advice to locals, AGM, Arbitration awards, EC, RA, etc.) has been moved to the new MyBCTF Member Portal. Please login to MyBCTF to access this secure content. If you have questions about the secure content, please contact portal@bctf.ca. About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141007,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/bcedplan/status/392699949999476736,BC's Education Plan on Twitter: ".@BCPartnersInEd email was sent to all our stakeholders yesterday, incl BCCPAC. Sharing here + on our FB page also. #bccurric" Twitter Search query Search Twitter Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Language: English Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Have an account? Sign in New to Twitter? Join Today » Sign In Phone, email or username Password Sign in Remember me Forgot password? Already using Twitter via text message? Partners In Ed ‏ @BCPartnersInEd Oct 22 @bcedplan What school-based efforts have been made to ensure parents are aware of changes proposed to #bccurric? #bced We have seen none. Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Follow Following Unfollow Blocked Unblock Pending Cancel BC's Education Plan ‏ @bcedplan Oct 22 . @BCPartnersInEd email was sent to all our stakeholders yesterday, incl BCCPAC. Sharing here + on our FB page also. #bccurric Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Retweets 2 10:12 AM - 22 Oct 2013 Partners In Ed ‏ @BCPartnersInEd Oct 22 @bcedplan Will that email be extent of your school-based communications w #bcparent re #bccurric? That would be unfortunate. @jthornthwaite Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Partners In Ed ‏ @BCPartnersInEd Oct 22 @bcedplan Lots of changes being made to curriculum. Doesn't appear school-based plans in place to consult parents. #bccurric @jthornthwaite Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Partners In Ed ‏ @BCPartnersInEd Oct 22 @bcedplan I copied @jthornthwaite thinking maybe she has some thoughts on how to get the word out locally #bcparent Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Don’t miss any updates from BC's Education Plan © 2014 Twitter About Help Ads info Close Flag this media This has already been marked as containing sensitive content. Flag this as containing potentially illegal content. Submit Cancel Learn more about flagging media Dismiss Close Previous Next Close Go to a person's profile Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Close Retweet this to your followers? Cancel Retweet Close Are you sure you want to delete this Tweet? Cancel Delete Close Block Cancel Block Add a location to your Tweets When you tweet with a location, Twitter stores that location. You can switch location on/off before each Tweet and always have the option to delete your location history. Learn more Turn location on Not now Turn off location Close Profile summary Close Your lists Close Create a new list List name Description Under 100 characters, optional Privacy Public · Anyone can follow this list Private · Only you can access this list Save list Close Close Embed this Tweet Add this Tweet to your website by copying the code below. Learn more Hmm, there was a problem reaching the server. Try again? Include parent Tweet Include media Preview Close Sign up for Twitter Not on Twitter? Sign up, tune into the things you care about, and get updates as they happen. Have an account? Sign in » Close Two-way (sending and receiving) short codes: Country Code For customers of United States 40404 (any) Canada 21212 (any) United Kingdom 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM Haiti 40404 Digicel, Voila Ireland 51210 Vodafone, O2 India 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Indonesia 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » See SMS short codes for other countries Close Confirmation)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "October is #FosterFamilyMonth. Thank you #BC for opening your homes and hearts to more than 5,900 children and youth." @John_Yap - 11:14pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/01/should-bc-teachers-get-salary-increase.html?showComment=1330445409270,Staffroom Confidential: Should BC teachers get a salary increase? Myths & Realities Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Saturday, January 7, 2012 Should BC teachers get a salary increase? Myths & Realities NOTE: There is an updated version of this post for those of you reading it in 2014! BC teachers are in contract negotiations asking for a fair deal. What do we mean by fair exactly? Teachers would like improvements in three areas: class size/composition, salary and benefits, and changes to the bargaining structure. As far as class size, we want only what was taken in 2002. We want the government to go back to the class sizes in place at that time and restore the funding so Boards can achieve this. For bargaining, we want to negotiate more items locally with our elected Boards. This facilitates diversity, community involvement, and local programs and solutions. It is not a cost item and is how teachers used to negotiate in the 1990's - very successfully. For salary and benefits, teachers want to "keep up" and "catch up". What do we mean by that? We want to keep up with inflation, and we want to catch up with Canadians in other provinces. Teachers in BC now rank 8th in salaries across Canada, despite the fact that our cost of living is one of the highest and that BC weathered the recession better than most other provinces. BC has been out of recession since 2010 and is forecasting moderate growth for the next year. Unfortunately, the government's position has and continues to be 'net zero'. The government claims that taxpayers cannot afford increases to public sector wages and that wages must remain flat because the government is running a deficit. Do these arguments make sense? Are they justified? Or should teachers receive a wage increase? Here are my answers to these questions. Myth #1: Teachers should not get a wage increase because of the government deficit Reality #1: There was no deficit when the Liberals took power in 2001. Through a series of income tax cuts and corporate tax cuts, the Liberals went from a surplus to a deficit. Yes, the recession of 2009 impacted government revenues. But not as much as tax cuts have. Moreover, the government has found plenty of money for spending when it feels the spending is a priority. There was money for the BC Place roof ($500 million). There was money for the Olympics (over $1 billion). There was money for smart meters ($900 million). There was money for new government network systems ($1.2 billion to Telus). There seems to be plenty of money for the CEO's of crown corporations like BC Ferries (David Hahn's pension value - over $10 million). The fact is that the government is using the deficit that it created as an excuse to take money away from public services and the people who provide them. The money is there. It is a matter of priorities. It is simply unfair to make one group of workers pay for a deficit created by tax cuts to other people and corporations. Private sector workers are seeing increases. Other public sector workers are seeing increases (for example, Vancouver police with 8.8% over 33 months). Why should one group be singled out? Moreover how is it fair to make middle income earners pay for tax cuts that disproportionately benefited the wealthy and corporations? It just isn't. Myth #2: The 'net zero' wage freeze is fair because it impacts all public sector workers Reality #2: Only those workers covered by the Public Sector Employer's Council are impacted, and that does not include all public sector workers. Fire fighters are not under 'net zero'. Police are not under 'net zero'. Even school Superintendents are not under 'net zero'. Nurses are not under 'net zero' because they negotiated in 2009, supposedly before the 'net zero' mandate was implemented, but certainly at the height of the recession. How is it fair that these workers can negotiate increases and other workers can't? Myth #3: BC teachers already have high salaries Reality #3: After five years of university training, BC teachers begin with a wage in the low $40's, if they are full time. Many teachers only get part time work for the first 3-5 years of their career. It takes ten years of full time work to reach the maximum salary, which is about $75,000 for most teachers. BC teachers rank 8th in Canada compared to teachers in other provinces. A teacher in BC earns on average $20,000 less than a comparably experienced teacher in Alberta and $15,000 less than one in Ontario. Yet BC has the highest cost of living and the highest housing prices in the country (http://www.theprovince.com/business/City+house+prices+continue+ascent/5943834/story.html). Myth #4: 'Net zero' isn't a pay cut, so it is fair Reality #4: In September, when the new school year began, year over year inflation was at 3.2% according to the Consumer Price Index. When teachers got their first paycheque of the year, they had 3.2% less buying power. This is what matters. This January, teachers, along with other workers, will see increases to their CPP payments, their EI premiums, and their MSP premiums. Many contracts have automatic cost of living increases, but ours does not. Without any increase, teachers will fall behind. Myth #5: Teachers are asking for too much Reality #5: Teachers want to keep up with inflation. Teachers want to catch up with their colleagues in other provinces. Teachers took four years of zero increases since 1998. Teachers traded salary for smaller class sizes and those class size provisions were later eliminated. It is perfectly reasonable to ask for cost of living increases and wage adjustments to catch up with our Canadian colleagues. Myth #6: Teachers are asking for $2 billion Reality #6: The true number is probably many times less. BCPSEA (the employer) made many erroneous assumptions in order to come up with a hyper-inflated costing number. For example, they assumed that every single teacher would take their full bereavement leave entitlement every single year. In fact, teachers often take bereavement leave once or twice a decade or once or twice in their whole career. They assumed every teacher would take extra sick days if they were available. In fact, we know from Statistics Canada that teachers take an average of 7.7 days per year which is already less than their entitlement, so increased entitlement would only be used by a small percentage of teachers who become very ill. The assumptions used by BCPSEA were unrealistic and result in highly inflated costing estimates. They are not justified and do not reflect the true cost of the proposals teachers have put forward. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 4:17 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 25 comments: AnonymousJanuary 8, 2012 at 10:00 AM Thank you for this post. I think it should be sent as "letter to the editor" to newspapers in major cities in BC to inform those who see government figures or reports and take it as truth without questioning it. Well done!ReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 8, 2012 at 1:11 PM Excellent summary of our situation. "Even school Superintendents are not under 'net zero"; SD59 Superintendant sent a letter to parents saying gross modo that we were (teachers) selfish and without social empathy toward public sector for not swallowing the "net zero" !ReplyDelete Donna in BurnabyJanuary 8, 2012 at 7:45 PM Thank you!ReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 8, 2012 at 9:09 PM Well I have come from Alberta and previous Ontario and Your teacher need to better then other provinces. You are way behind Alberta in education. My daughter in October of her grade one year knows more then mine son has in his second year at a BC school. You need to fix something in your school system because you are falling behind. In the 2 and half years my daughter has been in the BC school system she is at the same reading, writing and math. I know why people homeschool and put their kids in the private school system, the public is so broken it can't complete with the rest of Canada.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousJanuary 17, 2012 at 6:50 PM How can you tell if your children are at the same level when you cannot spell, use appropriate grammar or form a proper sentence????Delete AnonymousJanuary 26, 2012 at 8:21 PM Teachers cannot be held solely responsible for your child's lack of progress. It would appear as though you could benefit from some additional education. Where were you educated? I agree with Anonymous, learn to spell and form a proper sentence before giving your opinion on the state of education. Thanks for wasting even more of my prep time on your uneducated and ignorant point of view.Delete AnonymousFebruary 29, 2012 at 5:25 PM Wow - I think that the original author has a legitimate complaint. I have a graduate degree and I completely agree that the level of education my children have received in the public school system is deplorable. AND REALLY - if someone is illiterate or unable to formulate a sentence correctly on a blog post does that mean that his/her child does not deserve a proper education! GIVE ME A BREAK - and please refrain from making personal attacks on people who voice a contrary opinion. It only demonstrates your small mindedness.Delete Reply AnonymousJanuary 8, 2012 at 10:28 PM I think you mean: I came from Alberta and previously Ontario, and teachers in BC need to teach better than other provinces. You are much behind Alberta in terms of education. My daughter knew more in October of her grade one year than my son, who was in his second year enrolled at a BC school. You need to fix features of your school system, because you are falling behind. In the two and half years my daughter has been enrolled in the BC school system, she has remained at the same level of reading, writing and math. I now know why people homeschool their children and enroll their kids in the private school system. The public system is so broken that it can no longer complete with the rest of Canada. - A BC public school teacherReplyDelete Replies AnonymousJanuary 23, 2012 at 12:55 PM I think you mean "compete" not complete. And you're a teacher?Delete AnonymousJanuary 25, 2012 at 7:10 PM Wow. How petty. An entire paragraph is corrected with one spelling error in the final sentence and you decide to focus on it as being the "issue with teachers". What has our society come to? Signed a Fellow BC TeacherDelete AnonymousFebruary 11, 2012 at 7:19 PM I taught in Ontario before moving to BC to teach and I don't see a whole lot of difference. There are good and bad teachers in both places. In fact, BC has stricter education requirements, I had to go back to get a few more undergrad courses.Delete Reply AnonymousJanuary 9, 2012 at 7:24 AM I live in SD 59 and the letter the superintendent sent home did not say that teachers were "selfish or without social empathy." ~ParentReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 9, 2012 at 1:58 PM Quote: From superintendent SD#59: "...With regard to the strike, some of the confusing information parents are receiving sounds like the teacher's strike is about the size and composition of classes, or the resources that are available for students with special needs. That is not true. The issues around class size and resourcing have been separate and are "NOT" part of the bargaining. The full focus of the BCTF strike demands is about wages and benefits that are approaching a price tag of 3 billion dollars. That is a 75% increase, at a time in the economy that the Province has told all union the overall settlement of their bargaining cannot increase cost to the Province. Moreover, 3/4 of the public unions have settled contracts under those rules." These 2 paragraphs speak by themselves about how teachers are perceived by the superintendent.ReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 9, 2012 at 2:01 PM http://www.pssg.gov.bc.ca/psec/disclosure/disclosure10-11.htmReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 10, 2012 at 8:51 AM Please send this wonderful article to a newspaper so some of the nasty myths can be dispelled. Awesome job!ReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 25, 2012 at 4:52 PM A great letter... I agree that this should be sent to every newspaper in B.C. as well as made into an infomercial on t.v. Why wait for an election?ReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 26, 2012 at 4:23 PM Myth #7: Teachers are the only workers affected by "net zero". Reality #7: Over 16,000 members of HSA (Health Sciences Association of BC) have been crippled by the "net zero" policy. Wages for HSA members in BC are upwards of 8$ an hour less than other provinces in Canada. The last contract forced upon HSA members was highlighted by a 0% wage increase, and a loss of 1 vacation day per year. So no, teachers, you are NOT the only group of workers being forced to pay for corporate tax cuts. Were you there to support other public sector employees last year when they were trying to fight "net zero"? I didn't think so.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousJanuary 26, 2012 at 8:22 PM Agreed! I am in HSA, and sorry, but I can't support these demands by the teachers. Frustrating to me to see the 'it's not fair' comments. Sounds like children. Life isn't fair, we are a country and province in serious financial difficulty. Cuts need to be made. I absolutely support putting money into increasing numbers of teachers, and adding support teachers and SEAs . If I want to make more money, I could move to Alberta and earn $8-10 more an hour too, giving me a significant raise but I choose to live here. It's always greener on the other side, and everyone thinks they are the ones hard done by. I work 37.5 hours a week, but actually in my office 40-42 hours and I don't get overtime pay. I choose to do it because I love my job and want to do the best I can for my patients. I take classes and go to workshops to enhance my job, on my own time and I pay for it myself. I use my vacation days to attend work related conferences. HSA's contract is also set to expire and we already had 0% wage last contract. I'm not expecting any better this time around. That's life, it's not always fair. I just appreciate that I have a job that I love that pays a decent wage ( which is slightly less than a teachers wage). Maybe there are just a whole lot of teachers with very little personal job satisfaction.Delete KarenFebruary 17, 2012 at 10:15 AM Job satisfaction! Try keeping 30 students at the edge of their seats for 5 hours a day, daily!! Attend meetings(special needs, counseling-requested meetings, parent-requested meetings, department meetings, staff meetings, Health and safety meetings,etc.) mark, prepare, field phone calls, supervise, prepare report cards, participate in extra-curricular activities,answer student concerns after classes; type/prepare/photocopy learning /testing materials for students (no secretarial time for us!); mentor, clean our boards, put up our chairs, manage the learning materials in our classrooms (put away the books, clean the lab equip. fix the musical instruments, organize the gym equip., ensure safety in the woodworking/auto and metal shops etc.), put up display boards, order books/educational materials,take first aide training at our own expense, etc.) No one-to-one with down time, bells dictate our time usage (coffee break? designated lunch time? not always possible); daily emotional 'baggage' children/students bring to the classroom must be dealt with in a calm and supportive manner; AND, Administrative Officers that add to the intensity of our day. (Some are very supportive; others add to our stress by being judgmental, giving little support by keeping communication lines blurred, not making themselves available, not taking control and leading but hiding behind their desks, etc.) We earn our keep!! And, we can't go up the capitalist ladder - 'more students doesn't mean more money; it means more work!' No compensation for using our own books, driving students with our own cars (we must 'up' protection on our personal car insurance to protect them in case of an accident) We only rely on the good nature of our govt. and the public to support us. Where are you? If you think you can do the job better, for cheaper, 'step up to the plate'.Delete Reply Tara EhrckeJanuary 26, 2012 at 5:27 PM Hello Anonymous, I have always consistently opposed net zero for ANY public sector worker, not just teachers. I absolutely agree that no group or groups of public sector workers should be singled out unfairly. I also believe we should all be rejecting the wage freeze. With respect to support, teachers in my local put up picket signs when HEU was facing wage cuts and I absolutely agree we need to be supporting each other. Please see my blog posts on this subject, including HSA in particular, from last year: http://staffroomconfidential.blogspot.com/2011/02/in-labour-newswill-hsa-vote-no-campaign.html http://staffroomconfidential.blogspot.com/2011/03/why-bc-government-wage-freeze-is.html This article was reposted on an HSA member site here: http://our-union.org/2011/03/29/why-the-bc-government-wage-freeze-is-indefensible/ I also wrote about opposition to net zero from Vancouver Island University workers and Langara College workers: http://staffroomconfidential.blogspot.com/2011_03_01_archive.html http://staffroomconfidential.blogspot.com/2011/04/langara-versus-wage-freeze.htmlReplyDelete UnknownFebruary 2, 2012 at 8:21 PM Actually, the cost of the Olympics was closer to $7 billion, once you factor in the cost of the Canada Line, the Sea to Sky Highway, and the new Convention Centre. On a related note, the deficit in 2008, amortized over 3 years, stood at $3 billion.ReplyDelete AnonymousFebruary 12, 2012 at 10:43 AM I am a parent in SD#35 and I am so impressed with my children's school and with the hard work that most of the teachers and adminstrators put in at that school. They are still getting a quality education, even throughout job action.The teachers are commincating with my husband and I on their academic progress, and my daughter is on the Grade Six basketball team which practices after school and at noon hour 3 times a week! I support a wage increases for my children's teachers because I want them to be able to keep up with inflation and be paid what professionals make in other provinces. We need to pay our teachers and other public sector employees what they deserve, or els in the future, we will not attract good people into these professions or be able to keep them in our province. Isnt this what is happening in the nursing industry? The Lower mainland is one of the most expensive places to live and we have to face the fact that if we want an educated community, then we have to willing to pay for it. A concerned parentReplyDelete AnonymousFebruary 24, 2012 at 4:00 PM I am a parent in south Delta and I must say that I am impressed with the communication that we have been receiving from my son's teachers at Delta Secondary. I think that teachers should get a raise at least to the level of inflation, but with all due respect to teachers, I cannot see where or how you feel that you should receive large increases. You are I think quite fairly paid for your job and you do not have the very real pressure for measurable performance that so many in the private sector face. Having said that, those people in the private sector are not getting the types of raises you are asking for and many of them would be happy with just getting at or near the inflation rate this year. I think that if you want to be paid very well then you will need to get into the private sector where you will face much more performance pressure, you will have 3-4 weeks off per year, there will be no such thing as overtime pay if you are salaried and if you don't perform adquately or well, you will faced with possible termination. You will have no effective job security unless you perform. So I think you have it quite good, better than anyone I can think of in most respects, with the exception of pay, which as I said I think is quite fair. I say this with great respect for your profession.ReplyDelete AnonymousFebruary 25, 2012 at 10:37 AM I am a very excited Teacher Candidate that will finish my Bachelors of Education this year. I am interested in this profession because I love it! However, my student loans are over 30 grand and I do not own a car, or a house. I am repeatedly being told that there are few jobs out there and the ones that are out there pay significantly less than a retail job I held before my Bachelor's degrees (per hour). I keep my optimism up because I know I am going to be fantastic at this job but it is hard to look past the fact that I will not be able to afford a house, a car and raise children on my income any time soon. Thank-you current teachers for fighting for those of us who want to join your ranks!ReplyDelete AnonymousFebruary 28, 2012 at 8:10 AM Great article Tara. And a great big THANK YOU for all of your hard work!ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ▼  January (13) How to reduce income inequality BC Schools: A decade of choice, a decade of declin... What is fair and reasonable? Twitter tale - Consultation, Minister Abbott style... Alberta teachers in negotiations BCTF presents reduced set of proposals School boards discuss 'net zero' Will grouping by ability mean re-segregation? BC teachers describe workload issues at bargaining... BC public sector enters 2012 bargaining Superintendent of Greater Victoria received 10% wa... Should BC teachers get a salary increase? Myths & ... A year in review: waking the sleeping giant ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8678,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, Number 6, May/June 2004 Looking back 70 years ago Another school year is near its close, and the much-needed vacation is in sight. There are many who envy the teachers on account of their so-called long holiday, but if all such could appreciate at its proper value the tremendous strain involved in a teaching year, particularly with the intensive work which is necessary in the closing months, they would soon understand how essential it is that teachers as well as students should have the necessary period in which to build up the required mental and physical energy with which to face the new year. The BC Teacher, June 1934 50 years ago That parents just cannot take matters into their own hands and that teachers have just protection against interfering parents was amply demonstrated in a recent assault case. The incident arose when a parent objected to a certain course of discipline used by a teacher. In "discussing" the incident with the teacher, the parent picked up a book and struck the teacher on the head with it. The local association concerned felt that such occurrences should not be tolerated and persuaded the teacher to start Court action against the parent. The case was settled out of Court finally when the parent paid the teacher $50.00 damages, signed a public apology, and paid the teacher’s legal costs. The B.C. Teacher, May/June 1954 30 years ago For too long we have insisted that the most important person in the school system is the pupil. In a very real sense that is wrong. The most important person is the teacher, because if we have the right kind of teachers in the classrooms, the students will be all right. The B.C. Teacher, May/June 1974 10 years ago The government’s rush to legislate provincial bargaining and demands have left little time for serious consideration of the implications of the proposed legislation. The strong local contract provisions for which teachers fought hard—in many instances even took strike action—are under attack by this government. To protect our hard-won gains and maintain and enhance the quality of education, we must continue to oppose the legislation, making it clear that we will not tolerate contract stripping. The long, hot summer, which we hope will be relaxing for most, may well turn into a long, hot fall and winter for all of us. Teacher, May/June 1994 – Chris Bocking, Keating Elementary School, Saanich Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13046&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 1998 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 11, Number 1, September 1998 BCTF Health & Safety Manual by Lynne Sinclair The new BCTF Occupational Health and Safety Manual should be ready this fall. It will be sent to all local and sub-local offices. There will also be an abridged version of the manual sent to all schools and worksites of BCTF members. The manual includes the following sections: Legislation, Basic OH&S Program, OH&S Committees, Workplace Inspections, Accident/Incident Investigations, Indoor Air Quality, Violence Prevention and Protection, WCB Claims, and Resources. Included are a number of helpful checklists and sample documents that will enable teachers and committees to focus on health and safety in an effective and efficient manner. In particular, BCTF members are asked to focus on two major topics that are covered extensively in the manual: violence prevention and protection and indoor air quality as they have been identified as the top two health-and-safety issues of teachers. This does not mean that other emergent issues are neglected or ignored, but is meant to help focus our efforts and help members learn about health-and-safety rules and regulations by dealing with discrete topics of concern. The manual is a “work in progress” to be updated and amended through member and local input and because of legislative changes. New sections will be added as needs arise. The Workers Compensation (Occupational Health and Safety) Amendment Act was given royal assent this summer. Sections of the act will necessarily change certain sections of the current OH&S Regulation, mostly for the better. The legislation, arising out of the Royal Commission on Workers’ Compensation in B.C., is designed to improve the health and safety of workers. A review will be conducted by WCB to amend the current OH&S Regulation as necessary, and the BCTF will be participating in that process to protect the health-and-safety rights of our members. The Amendment Act gives both the WCB and the lieutenant-governor-in-council regulation-making powers. Most significantly, the new legislation requires employers to provide eight hours of paid release time to members of the OH&S committees and clarifies that committee members must be given paid release time to prepare for the committee meetings and to attend them. Each workplace with 20 or more workers (counting all workers, not just teachers), regardless of hazard rating must have an OH&S Committee, and each workplace with 9 to 19 workers must have a health-and-safety representative. School boards vociferously fought these amendments, mostly through Liberal Education Critic April Saunders, but the government stood firm and adopted the legislation as proposed. The BCTF made a submission on the proposed “Refusal of Unsafe Work,” as did many other unions and the B.C. Federation of Labour because the draft legislation seriously threatened one of workers’ most important rights: the right to refuse unsafe work. The government amended the proposed legislation to keep basically the current wording on refusal of unsafe work. Workers who exercise their right to refuse unsafe work are protected from discrimination. This is a big victory for workers and the union movement and for health and safety. WCB is expected to reprint at least the Core Requirements Book, parts 1 to 4, as most changes are to this section of the OH&S Regulation. The reprinting will occur only after parts of the legislation are proclaimed (enacted) and the review has taken place. In the meantime, the current printed OH&S Regulation stands. This year, make the beginning of the school year a safe and healthy one by using the OH&S Regulation and the BCTF Occupational Health and Safety Manual to ensure the health and safety of all workers in the workplace. If we are healthy and safe, our students are, too. If the workers lead, the employers will eventually follow and fulfill the requirements of the law. School boards must have an Occupational Health and Safety Program that provides education and training to workers and eliminates or minimizes the risk of injury or illness. Advocacy of these rights and protections will be an important component of forcing school boards to fulfill their legal health and safety obligations. Some school boards have been implementing health-and-safety programs and attempting to reach compliance with the OH&S Regulation, and teachers and locals have been able to work co-operatively with them—that is the goal. Lynne Sinclair is the BCTF staffperson assigned to Health and Safety. Good luck and good health this fall. I will be a student again, breathing the quality of air that is at UBC, sitting in those ergonomically designed desks, and walking quickly to my car at night! I look forward to working with you again in April, upon my return from education leave, with my newfound knowledge and expertise in health-and-safety matters.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7104,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 1, September 2005 Put a teacher-librarian on your team by Karen Lindsay All over the world, companies are reaping the benefits of collaborative effort. Automobiles are created by teams and job interviews are done in collaborative group settings. Can’t make it as a team player? You won’t get into McMaster’s School of Medicine. It’s not just a fad; it’s a recognition that results improve where many minds, skills, and perspectives are brought to bear. Shared responsibility improves performance, unleashes creativity, and broadens skills while reducing stress and building relationships. Teaching, especially at the secondary school level, has not embraced this concept. Teachers spend much of their day planning, delivering, and assessing lessons in isolation. It is not unusual for a beginning secondary teacher to enter the profession facing four different lesson preparations per day, difficult classes, and five months of teaching without a preparation block! There is no opportunity to observe more experienced teachers, and no time to work collaboratively with anyone. Over time, we become inured to, proud of, and perhaps even happy with our isolation. However, it is not the healthiest, most productive approach to teaching students. Enter the teacher-librarian. Here is the one person on staff whose prime function is to support teachers in unit planning and lesson delivery. Teacher-librarians are committed to collaboration. We work best when we work closely with individual teachers in the critical areas of designing authentic learning tasks and integrating the research and technological pieces required by various IRPs. Did you know that next to socio-economic issues, the single greatest factor affecting student achievement is the school library? Research undertaken and replicated over the past 60 years indicates that students whose teacher-librarians take active planning and teaching roles tend to achieve significantly higher test scores. In schools where teachers and teacher-librarians work together to plan, implement, and evaluate lessons and units of study, student results improve by between 5 and 20%. No teacher would wittingly deprive their students this opportunity for improvement, but for it to occur, classroom teachers need to make teacher-librarians a part of their planning, teaching, and evaluation routine. No one needs to tell you that the demands of teaching are constantly increasing. Our students have so many more needs, and need so many more skills than they once did to be successful. Curricular change seems like the only constant along with increasing class sizes. Nevertheless, it is important that students receive research assignments that teach them how to locate, evaluate, and use today’s information, both in school and beyond. No one person can be expected to have the experience, knowledge, and time to teach information literacy and technology skills, while continuing to teach the child, and the curriculum. Teaching in today’s school demands a team approach. Lean on your teacher-librarian. During the planning of a unit, your teacher-librarian will focus on incorporating challenges that will call upon students to access, evaluate, and use information from multiple sources in order to learn to think, and to create and apply new knowledge. Intelligent decision-making relies on accurate and complete information. Through their collaboration, teachers and teacher-librarians, can provide students with specific opportunities to develop skills in information literacy and information technology, skills that they will need more and more both in school and outside its walls. Co-planned lessons generally do not rely on textbooks, preferring to teach students how to locate and use resources that will meet the needs of the task. Frequently the products of a co-planned lesson might be PowerPoint presentations, mock trials, virtual seminars, or poster sessions, rather than pen and paper activities. Teacher-librarians often take responsibility for assessing the students’ process through the unit, as well as marking their reference list/bibliography. What to bring to a collaborative planning session: A unit you’ve already taught or an idea for a new unit. Your expert knowledge of the curriculum and your students. An open mind. What the teacher-librarian might teach, using a task that requires critical thinking and problem solving: How to formulate critical questions to guide the research process. How to select the most appropriate resources to accomplish a given task. How to search the library’s catalogue and locate resources in the library. What a database is and how to use it. How to search the Internet effectively. How to check web sites for reliability. How to use information ethically. How to take notes and track sources effectively. How to use process management tools for assigning responsibilities, tracking tasks, and setting deadlines. How to organize, integrate, and present findings in effective ways. If your school does not have a fully trained teacher-librarian, ask your principal why. If your teacher-librarian’s time is largely taken up providing preparation time and supervising book exchanges so that collaborative planning and teaching become impossible, ask your principal why. If information literacy skills are not fully integrated into your curriculum, if you and your teacher-librarian are not equal partners who plan, deliver, and assess work together, figure out why and do what you can to change that. Every school deserves an effective library program. For most of the Western world, January heralds the New Year. Not so for teachers. September is our time for new beginnings and resolutions. This year, why not make one of them to plan at least one unit with your teacher-librarian? Karen Lindsay is the teacher-librarian at L’École Secondaire Reynolds Secondary School, Victoria. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9938&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2002 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 2, Nov./Dec. 2002 Project overseas: Jordan by Chris Olsen and Penelope Kalopisi-Kennedy Selected to participate in Project Overseas during the summer of 2002, we went to Amman, Jordan, to help teachers develop teaching strategies and improve the use of computers in the classroom. The Jordanian participants were well-educated, well-trained, and eager to increase the academic achievements of their students. The Jordanian school system is similar to the Canadian system, with a few interesting exceptions: Grade 12 Math is pure calculus; special education is not inclusive; boys and girls have separate classes; male teachers teach boys and female teachers teach girls. Universities are co-ed, and the female students outnumber the male students, two to one. Waking up at 4:30 a.m. to pray is not unusual for 10% of the world’s population. The loud speakers on the spires of the mosques call Muslims to prayer five times a day. The times change as the seasons change and the amount of light varies. The five callings a day create their own rhythm, which sets the pace for the day. The voices from the mosque rise with the sun, and a new day dawns on the deserts of Jordan. There is no hustle and bustle; people are either praying or sleeping, and there is little traffic. The temperature will soon rise to 38°C and in anticipation, the people and the earth gently rustle and try to accomplish something before the heat of the day. By 8:15 a.m. we are on our way to Amman Baccalaureate School, a private school so large we tour in the principal’s car. The tuition is $20,000 a year, and there are 1,000 students and 147 teachers. One leadership program requires the students to climb Mt. Kilimanjaro. After two hours of instruction there is a 30-minute tea break when we have informal discussions with our fellow teachers while enjoying Jordanian pastries. At 1:30 p.m., after two more hours of instruction, the workshop is over. Soon it is time for the third prayer time. Rooms without air conditioning reach 35°C. Quiet time is between 2:00 p.m. and 3:00 p.m.—it is too hot to do anything, and people remain in the shadows. We use this time for lesson prep and then later we venture out into the city for yet another cultural experience. On one occasion, we drove to a Palestinian Refugee Camp. Because it was late in the day, we couldn’t enter the refugee schools, but we met a family of Palestinians and through a translator heard their story. The old man with bare feet, patched trousers, and a threadbare shirt told of leaving Palestine in the late 1940s when he was a teenager. He returned to Palestine but had to leave again in the 1960s. After that, he was shuffled from one camp to another. He lost his first wife and his sons. Now he has remarried and has four children. They have nothing; yet they shared bread and tea with us. On another occasion, we went to the house of Smeilah Sabbey, one of the Jordanian teachers participating in the workshop. She had cooked a special traditional meal for us, Maqlub, which is made with rice, olive oil, chicken, and eggplant. Usually the men eat in one room and the women eat near the kitchen, but because we were guests, we all ate at the table. All the other women wore head coverings. We wore long sleeves and long skirts, but we didn’t cover our heads. The traditional village wedding will be long remembered. We arrived at a large building and followed hundreds of women and children up a spiral staircase to the top floor. The music was loud and continuous, and an in-house, closed-circuit video system allowed the bride and groom to be seen clearly on all eight big screens set up around the room. The groom was the only male in the room, and whenever the bride went outside, she covered her face. All the other men were dancing and smoking downstairs. Not a drop of alcohol was served during the entire celebration. Events ended at exactly 11 p.m. Other outings included floating in the Dead Sea, visiting the ruins of Jerash, riding a camel in Wadi Rum, and snorkeling in the Red Sea. Another spectacular event was the three-hour ride out into the desert to see the castles. By the time everything was arranged, our van was filled with 14 people: the driver, four Canadian teachers, a couple celebrating their 12th wedding anniversary, their five children, a neighbour, and their supervisor. The van raced along the desert road passing camels and the setting sun. When we reached the castle, a huge picnic appeared from the recesses of the van, complete with ice water. On our return to Amman, the radio was turned up and everyone was singing and clapping as the moon rose. It was a magic moment. We had shared an anniversary with two wonderful people. Happiness and contentment seeped through all of us. Sharing ideas and concerns with teachers from another country helps a person focus on the point of education: the student. It really is of no concern what topics are covered or whether one uses chalk, paper, or computer. We need to care for our students and encourage them to strive for excellence. We need to show them how to learn so that they can help the world become a better place. These concepts are found not in books but within teachers. Project Overseas is a fantastic opportunity for teachers to share their wisdom of experience and to enjoy personal growth. Penelope Kalopisi-Kennedy teaches in the Howe Sound School District, and Chris Olsen teaches at Mount Baker Secondary School, Cranbrook.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media jthornthwaite last tweet "MLA @douglas_horne thanking @colemancountry for his work w/ housing for BC @LindaReimerMLA @bcliberals http://t.co/zR6bdVGcRI" @jthornthwaite - 02:03am Follow @jthornthwaite BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=17612,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 5, March 2009  The campaign continues As this issue goes to press we have just been handed the Labour Relations Board order to cease and desist from advising members not to administer the FSA tests and the membership, in a province-wide vote, has agreed under protest to comply. BCTF President Irene Lanzinger talked with Teacher Editor David Denyer and shares her views and feelings at this important juncture in our campaign.  What do you think have been the significant achievements of this campaign? I’ve actually been thinking quite a bit about this, because we’ve had a campaign on the FSA going for many years as lots of people know. The campaign has been centered on having parents withdraw their children from the test. That campaign was only taking us so far and our patience with government was running out. In saying that we weren’t going to administer the test this year and having such a good vote—the 85% vote, which showed such a broad base of support—took the campaign to another level and convinced more school boards to support us. We’ve convinced more superintendents to support us. We’ve shifted the media in the debate considerably. We’re seeing commentators in the media questioning government—they aren’t in complete agreement with us to be sure and probably never will be. But I’ve done a lot of that media and noticed a difference. They get the damage the ranking does, pretty clearly now. We’ve seen commentators like Keith Baldrey say that the test is not useful and that this matter should be settled. We wouldn’t have had that shift without taking a further step in the campaign. So I think we’ve seen a lot of success in shifting opinion… we will have many, many districts in which teachers will not administer the test this year because boards have decided they’re going to honour teachers’ professional autonomy and not force them to administer the test. The minister claimed in a radio interview this morning that the door to further discussion is always open—has that been your experience? My experience has been that the door to discussion with the minister is open, not wide, but the door to shifting the government on this issue is never open. That’s the problem. They continue to support a test that they themselves admit has problems. We’ve had three successive ministers of education support our position on the rankings and do nothing about them, and we know that they can take care of that issue and they haven’t. Now I heard, and I don’t know whether this is true, that the minister said that we refused to continue discussions with them, and that is completely untrue, completely untrue. I was phoning the minister’s office on the weekend and she did not return my calls—the deputy did, but she did not. So I think she is being untruthful about our willingness to discuss this matter with her. In fact, we proposed several solutions to the problem that she rejected over and over again. What would you like to see happen now? I would like to see the government say we agree it should be administered on a random-sample basis. I think that’s what we would all like. We’d like to see the government come to their senses particularly in view of the support in the educational community from trustees, from superintendents, from principals and vice-principals, and from the retired teachers. I hope that they will be open to discussions about making changes. There are significant problems with the way the test is administered—by everyone’s admission—so they really have to take a look at that. I also know that teachers will continue the campaign. The strength of our members’ support of this campaign is one of the big wins. There is no doubt in anybody’s mind now that teachers are fully behind the campaign against the FSA. So I think that progress will happen as we continue with our campaign. Do you have any personal regrets or disappointments over what has happened? Of course I’m disappointed that we didn’t convince the minister to go to our suggestion of random sampling. We’ve seen teachers invest a lot in the campaign. I was talking to one yesterday, in Burnaby, and she said to me, “I even convinced my boyfriend who’s a businessman and doesn’t understand anything about the test.” She has invested a lot of her time and energy this year. Now we’re going to say comply with the LRB order under protest; we’re being ordered by a court, and threatened with discipline. She sees that as a retreat and many teachers do. And I agree with them— but it is only a partial retreat. In these kinds of political campaigns, you always have to balance the victory you’ve gained so far against what you might gain or not gain from continuing. Those are the difficult decisions that we’re faced with as an Executive Committee. I’ve been faced with them many times on the BCTF Executive and all you can do at the time is say I’m going to make the decision that I think is best for members. I regret that we didn’t achieve not administering the test at all but as I said before I think we’ve made significant gains. I regret that some teachers who put their heart and soul into the campaign didn’t get everything they wanted out of it. As teachers we sometimes think we’re going to take this tough stand and we’re going to win it all. We don’t win it all. But we do make progress. You have to see it in that light. I think that those of us who’ve been around through many, many political campaigns with the Federation can see the progress we’ve made. What message would you like to send to the membership at this point? We have an amazing group of teachers in BC. They have a lot of courage and we have such a long history of being willing to take a very strong stand based on our beliefs. That culture and willingness of teachers in BC to take strong action is founded in their deep professional concern and is something that we can all be very proud of. It’s the culture we want to bring young teachers into because we’ve been tremendously successful at having our voices heard on issues that are very important in public education over the years. I have full confidence that that will continue. Many teachers have put a lot of hours and a lot of work into this campaign and if I had the chance I would thank every one of them. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141007,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/bctf/status/479676225200214016?screen_name=bctf&id=479676225200214016,BCTF on Twitter: "Decision to call for mediation made last night by BCTF Executive Committee following no new proposals or changes from @BCPSEA #bced #bcpoli" Twitter Search query Search Twitter Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Language: English Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Have an account? Sign in New to Twitter? Join Today » Sign In Phone, email or username Password Sign in Remember me Forgot password? Already using Twitter via text message? Follow Following Unfollow Blocked Unblock Pending Cancel BCTF ‏ @bctf Jun 19 Decision to call for mediation made last night by BCTF Executive Committee following no new proposals or changes from @BCPSEA #bced #bcpoli Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Retweets 86 Favorites 18 10:24 AM - 19 Jun 2014 RICK JOHNSON ‏ @rhysnrydersdad Jun 19 @bctf @BCPSEA hope the mediator can be a difference maker Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Doug ‏ @spiderrico41 Jun 19 @bctf admit it you have lost Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Kyle Martin ‏ @KyleMartin_84 Jun 19 @bctf @BCPSEA bctf is crumbling Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Pamela ‏ @ICare62 Jun 19 @bctf @BCPSEA Mediation please... binding arbitration would be great! Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Don Blake ‏ @grumpyogre Jun 19 @spiderrico41 @bctf work to rule ... it worked in ontario. Sadly no EC for 4 years Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet jackfleming007 ‏ @Jackfleming007 Jun 19 @grumpyogre @spiderrico41 @bctf Standing up for justice is never a loss! Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet jackfleming007 ‏ @Jackfleming007 Jun 19 @KyleMartin_84 @bctf with extra funds coming from other provunces, I say they are making progress Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Doug ‏ @spiderrico41 Jun 20 @Jackfleming007 @grumpyogre @bctf Its all about GREED. Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Don Blake ‏ @grumpyogre Jun 20 @spiderrico41 @Jackfleming007 @bctf what part? The part where our wage offer is LESS than what other unions settled for? Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Don’t miss any updates from BCTF © 2014 Twitter About Help Ads info Close Flag this media This has already been marked as containing sensitive content. Flag this as containing potentially illegal content. Submit Cancel Learn more about flagging media Dismiss Close Previous Next Close Go to a person's profile Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Close Retweet this to your followers? Cancel Retweet Close Are you sure you want to delete this Tweet? Cancel Delete Close Block Cancel Block Add a location to your Tweets When you tweet with a location, Twitter stores that location. You can switch location on/off before each Tweet and always have the option to delete your location history. Learn more Turn location on Not now Turn off location Close Profile summary Close Your lists Close Create a new list List name Description Under 100 characters, optional Privacy Public · Anyone can follow this list Private · Only you can access this list Save list Close Close Embed this Tweet Add this Tweet to your website by copying the code below. Learn more Hmm, there was a problem reaching the server. Try again? Include parent Tweet Include media Preview Close Sign up for Twitter Not on Twitter? Sign up, tune into the things you care about, and get updates as they happen. Have an account? Sign in » Close Two-way (sending and receiving) short codes: Country Code For customers of United States 40404 (any) Canada 21212 (any) United Kingdom 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM Haiti 40404 Digicel, Voila Ireland 51210 Vodafone, O2 India 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Indonesia 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » See SMS short codes for other countries Close Confirmation)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "Eid Mubarak to all those celebrating in BC!" @bcliberals - 06:52pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12710,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 1999 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 12, Number 2, October 1999 Poverty hampers learning Canada’s sad little secret: child poverty by Michael Scales There is a darker look in an assembly of students at my school than in an assembly in a richer neighbourhood. It comes from the clothes that are washed less frequently due to the cost and complications of taking them to the local laundromat. It comes from the clothes that are older since many of them are from the school’s free clothing exchange. It also comes from the tan complexions of the students. The tans are partially from the larger percentage of Hispanic and Aboriginal students, but also from the reality that these students have to play outside much more often than richer students since the apartments they live in are so small and so crowded. Of course, the smiles are just as bright, especially when they hear who won the free hamper of food or when they are enjoying a free breakfast. On a daily basis, at Douglas Park Community School, we come face to face with a sad little secret in Canada: childhood poverty. It’s thought that since we don’t have the movie version of poverty, with crippled children begging in the streets, we don’t have poverty, but that ignores the reality that Canada’s childhood poverty rate is officially a crippling 20.5%. One child in five lives below the low-income cut off (LICO) of Statistics Canada that is typically considered the poverty line for industrialized countries. Our rate of childhood poverty has steadily risen since 1981, when it was 15.1%. The United States is now the only other industrialized country with a higher rate of childhood poverty. Our children don’t beg on the streets because, as an industrialized country, we force their parents to beg in the welfare offices. The frustration with this secret is that the victims who are trapped in the cycle of family poverty are unwilling to talk about it. They know that their family’s poor nutrition affects school achievement and therefore their chances to get a good job. For some of the families at Douglas Park Community School, admitting that they are living below the poverty line only makes them feel more degraded and humiliated. They know our society blames the victims of poverty for their own misery. At my school in downtown Langley, which is in a suburb of Vancouver, we’re sensitive to this desire for secrecy. So we don’t tell many people that we discourage most of the typical classroom fundraising activities because the parents don’t have any extra money. We refer to the nearby low-rent apartments with the polite euphemism “inner-city funded neighbourhood.” We do receive “inner-city funds” from the Ministry for Children and Families to operate a free lunch program and an all-day Kindergarten. Unfortunately, the Ministry of Education does not supply additional “inner-city funds” to our school. Nonetheless, to meet the added needs of our students, our school has obtained a variety of community donations. The donations are used to provide such services as the YMCA Daycare, the Explorations Program, the Boy’s and Girl’s Club, the Big Buddy Program, and the Read-To-Me Volunteers. Needless to say, community donations have limitations. For example, we have one of the biggest supply expenditures in the district, partially because of our increased search for community donations and partially because many of those supplies are just taken by students to homes that can’t afford their own paper or pencils. Unfortunately, those added expenses, compensating for the neighbourhood poverty, are taken away from some other portion of our school’s budget. We do not get community donations for operating expenditures. The principal, of course, gets to make the Procrustean decision about which part of our bare-bones educational budget we don’t have to live with. Teaching in an impoverished neighbourhood is like being an orchid farmer in an acid rainforest. The beauty is getting harder to find. Our best efforts do not seem to be enough. At Douglas Park Community School, we have had to call on the assistance of many community partners and volunteers in downtown Langley to help us to provide for our students food, clothing, shelter, love, and a sense of belonging. Yet, even with the help of a great many friends, we still feel overwhelmed. So, like that farmer in the rainforest, we’d like people to see that our problems are a lot larger than the forest or the trees. Michael Scales teaches at Douglas Park Community School, in Langley. A video about the Douglas Park Community School, called The Spirit From Within, highlights many of the programs offered at the school. The video may be purchased from the school for $10. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140925,ppen.ca,http://ppen.ca/2014/08/open-letter-premier-clark-negotiate-teachers/,Open Letter: Premier Clark, Negotiate with Teachers - Protect Public Education Now ↓ Skip to Main Content “Public education is the primary foundation in any civilized democracy… Any weakening of universal public education can only be a weakening of democracy.” - John Ralston Saul Home A Coordinated Plan BC Skills For Jobs Blueprint CALENDAR Latest posts Learn More – NEW Letters Links Petition Related Articles See Blueprints BC Taking It To The Streets Campaign Home › Current Actions › Open Letter: Premier Clark, Negotiate with Teachers Open Letter: Premier Clark, Negotiate with Teachers Posted on August 24, 2014 by team August 21, 2014 An Open Letter to the Premier of British Columbia Dear Premier Clark, I am a BC parent who is deeply concerned about public education in our province. As such, I have joined with other parents to found a group called Protect Public Education Now. I am heartened that your government and the BCTF are in discussion, and that Mr. Fassbender has said your priority is a negotiated agreement, rather than back-to-work legislation. Many parents have lost faith in your government’s understanding of the value of public education. Making a deal with the BCTF that is fair and in the interests of BC students will be a step in the direction of restoring confidence. There are many who wrongly believe that this dispute is primarily about what teachers are paid. Of course, you know otherwise — salaries are not at the crux of the matter. The two parties are less than 1% apart on wages. What teachers are fighting for is a fund of $225 million to correct the problems caused by the illegal removal of class size and composition limits from their contract. While the courts have ruled against the government in this matter two times already, you are persisting in appealing their decision. Therefore, the teachers have asked for adequate resources to provide specialist teachers and aides, to address the currently problematic learning conditions. Today, over 12,000 classrooms have four or more children with special needs documented by an Individual Education Plan (IEP). Prior to 2002, there was a limit of three children with IEPs per class, and class sizes could also be adjusted downward by the administration to offset the time required by teachers to address the needs of these students. Today, teachers have reported classes in which up to 50% of the students in a given class have special needs; in such situations, educators are hard pressed to meet the needs of students with IEPs as well as the rest of their students. And these numbers don’t even account for the thousands of children with special needs who have not been formally assessed, because of cuts to the number of educational psychologists working in the BC system. In BC, we have the second worst per student funding in Canada, and the worst ratio of educators to students. This is appalling. We have an excellent public education system, but for many years now, that quality has been maintained through the strenuous efforts of teachers, administrators and parents to compensate for chronically underfunded conditions. If BC is be a compassionate and democratic province, we need a robust public education system that meets the needs of children at all socio-economic levels, and gives them a shot at a prosperous and healthy future. Please heed the very reasonable demands of the BCTF. You cannot argue that their requests are outside of an “affordability zone” when the province is running a fiscal surplus, and your finance minister projects fiscal surpluses for the next three years. You have offered to pay parents $40 per student, per day for childcare, should school not resume in September. At 30 children per class, this means $1,200 per classroom, per day, that you are willing to pay to have our kids stay home instead of attending school! Instead of putting taxpayers’ money towards this costly and cynical band-aid proposal, please agree now to give the teachers the resources they need to address the learning challenges of our kids. Let the teachers and the kids get back to class, and the parents and kids start planning now for a prompt start to the school year on September 2nd – please! Respectfully submitted, Marlene Rodgers Parent and Co-founder of Protect Public Education Now cc. All BC MLAs BC Media BC Conference of Parent Advisory Councils British Columbia Teachers’ Federation Patti Bacchus, Vancouver School Board Chair ‹ Make this Letter Your Own Sign the Petition, Join us to Present It on Monday August 25th at the Legislature! › Posted in Current Actions, Letters and Addresses Pages A Coordinated Plan BC Skills For Jobs Blueprint CALENDAR Latest posts Learn More – NEW Letters Links Petition Related Articles See Blueprints BC Taking It To The Streets Campaign WHAT CAN I DO NOW? Recent Posts Supreme Court appeal Sign the Petition, Join us to Present It on Monday August 25th at the Legislature! Open Letter: Premier Clark, Negotiate with Teachers Make this Letter Your Own Letter To Christy Clark On Public Education Cuts © 2014 Protect Public Education Now ↑ Responsive Theme powered by WordPress)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=29568,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > April 2013 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 25, Number 6, April 2013   The hubris on child and family poverty in BC  By Noel Herron  It takes a special kind of arrogance, after leading the country in child poverty for eight years, to turn around in a matter of months and proclaim that British Columbia is now actually outpacing the rest of the country in poverty-reduction programs when all of the available evidence points to the contrary. This was the position taken by the former BC Minister of Children and Family Development (MCFD) Mary McNeil, who before stepping down a few months ago, handed over the reins to an equally tone-deaf Stephanie Cadieux, the latest candidate in an astounding revolving door of eight MCFD ministers since 2001, when the governing Liberals came to power. Facing the possibility of electoral defeat in the upcoming May 14 provincial election, the BC Liberals last spring hurriedly produced what they termed a viable poverty reduction plan “to be piloted in seven BC communities.” Appearing before a skeptical audience of seasoned poverty activists at a regular First Call (the BC umbrella, advocacy organization representing 90 organizations and groups) meeting in Vancouver, the MCFD deputy minister proceeded to outline a vague, locally-developed, “pilot” plan with a so-called “personalized” poverty approach. But First Call advocates weren’t buying any of it. The province’s leading advocacy organization slammed the provincial strategy and accused the current minister of “cherry picking” statistics in defence of a flawed plan. And while BC Premier Christy Clark continues to laud her Families-First agenda and tout her controversial BC Jobs Plan as the key solution, (with saturation, pre-election advertising, costing taxpayers $15 million), the disconnect between the public and the province on child and family poverty seems to have widened. Clark’s lack of support among women voters is clearly a source of concern for the Liberals. For over a year, the governing party has been trailing the opposition NDP in polls by a wide margin, but some commentators estimate the race will tighten as the election nears. Of particular concern to the Liberals must have been December’s eloquent clarion call for action from 31 of BC’s faith-based leaders, who pointedly noted that “more than half-a-million British Columbians lived in poverty in 2010,” the last time official Statistics Canada figures were available, and “that within Canada, BC has the largest gap between rich and poor.” Now, with the May 2013 election fast approaching, one can expect the BC Liberals to boast about their “personalized” plan which, incidentally, carries no funding, lacks clear goals, and timelines, and won’t kick in until 2014. Over the past two years, the governing party has remained mostly silent in the face of an onslaught of negative stories on social issues, particularly on the ravages of child and family poverty, as reported in the media. Hardly a month goes by without detailed stories or meetings on a host of issues: disadvantaged families struggling to cope with high unemployment; stretched inner-city schools with collapsing breakfast programs; hungry kids with poor clothing and spasmodic school attendance; young caregivers, as young as 12, looking after ailing family members, without assistance; the forcing of adults with developmental disabilities to leave group homes for cheaper accommodations (a situation, later reversed, amid widespread uproar); increased pressure on local food banks; and several shocking cases of child neglect, mishandled by the MCFD, as documented by the province’s independent representative for children and youth. BC Liberals must now realize that the sharp contrast between more than a decade of intense focus on high-profile infrastructure projects, sporting events and edifices, with their indifference and neglect toward unaddressed and prolonged hardships would eventually come back to haunt them. But then, when you are a dozen years in power, facing an imminent election, you start believing your own spin, despite the urgency of the situation, it appears that unalloyed hubris knows no bounds in British Columbia.   Noel Herron is a former inner-city school principal and school trustee and author of “Every Kid Counts,“ a history of inner-city schools in Vancouver.  Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11050,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2002 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 14, Number 6, April 2002 Layoffs are coming: What do we do? by Garry Litke An estimated 1,100 B.C. teachers will lose their jobs this spring. It's Campbellese arithmetic: Less money for schools + more students in each class = fewer jobs for teachers. No one in the education system will escape the destabilizing effect of reduced service for students, but the most immediate and dramatic consequence will be felt by those who are about to lose their livelihood. If you get a "pink slip" in your mailbox Don't panic A layoff notice may not actually mean that you have lost your employment. Some districts use what is characterized as a "Bermuda Triangle" approach to layoffs. This means that they lay off a large number of teachers to eliminate a few jobs and subsequently rehire most of them to positions that often look a lot like the old ones. In Bulkley Valley last spring, angry teachers left the district when subjected to this process. Consequently there weren't enough teachers left to fill vacancies and the board had to recruit outside the district. The first step is to determine what your layoff notice really means. Contact your support network If you get a layoff notice: Contact your local union office. Given them a copy of your layoff notice, a description of your current position, and a list of your qualifications. Inquire about having an advocate assigned to your case. Contact your employee-assistance-plan provider if you or your family feel the need for coping strategies. Gather friends and family around you to share the news, to deal with emotional reactions, and to start thinking about a contingency plan should it become necessary. Accept the fact that it's not personal Sometimes when teachers get a layoff notice they become filled with self-doubt. Avoid self-talk such as, "Maybe if I had worked harder/been more submissive/coached/dressed differently this would not be happening." Accept the fact that nothing you could have done during the past year would have changed the situation. The layoff notice is no reflection on your teaching competence or your professional capabilities. It's a process caused by the stripping of your collective agreement and the defending of public education. Check the facts When you contact your union office, try to arrive at an understanding of what will happen next. As a result of local bargaining and differences in local contracts, the process will vary from district to district. There are, however, several things to check in every contract. Seniority: Copies of the seniority list should be posted in most staffrooms. Are you listed correctly? If you cannot find the list or need assistance determining your seniority, contact your staff representative who will be willing to assist you or to connect you with someone who can help. School downsizing: Some boards use the layoff process to downsize worksites. If your layoff is a result of downsizing at your school you may be eligible for employment elsewhere in the district. Check your collective agreement: to ensure you are the person who should be declared "surplus" at your school. to see if you should be applying for a transfer. to see if you have the right to claim a job held by someone else in the district with less seniority. If this is the case the board should be providing your with a list indicating those still employed who have less seniority. Recall rights: If you are at the bottom end of the seniority list and it seems that there is no immediate position in the district for you, check the re-engagement section of your collective agreement to determine the rules. If you are on the recall list, are you "placed" before or after the posting-and-filling process, or are you expected to apply for district vacancies as they are posted? Find out: how long you can stay on the recall list. what kind of jobs they can offer you. how many offers you can refuse before you are taken off the list. Severance: Are you eligible for severance? If so, how is it calculated? Consider your options Check you collective agreement for the following: Can you work for another employer while on recall? How much severance pay would you get if you chose to quit? Would you be better off to take the money and re-locate, or are you high enough on the recall list to expect re-assisgnment? What if you opted for severance and then changed your mind or were successful in obtaining a job in the district? Are re-training options available to you? Get a planning package The BCTF has developed a package for you that is available through your local union office. It includes information on continuing your benefits and applying for Employment Insurance. Why Me? Your layoff notice is a direct result of Christy Clarke's opinion that larger class sizes are acceptable. It is also due to the Liberal government's belief that services for students are not as important as tax cuts for the wealthy and the corporations. Your school trustees have agreed with those opinions, and now they don't have enough money to exercise the flexibility they were asking for. The only choice they have is to lay off teachers. They should do it by seniority because that is the system least open to abuse. While your immediate agenda is going to be basic survival for you and your family, remember those who are responsible for your plight—school trustees and the provincial government. School board elections are this fall. The provincial election is in 2005. Garry Litke is an assistant director in the BCTF's Bargaining Division. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8944,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 16, Number 3, January/February 2004   Classified Advertising TRAVEL/VACATION MAUI Privately owned, beautiful fully furn. 2 bd., 2 bath condo, across from Kamaole beaches. Great complex, great location. 250-598-6955, F: 250-598-6965. KIHEI, MAUI Large selection of fully equipped condos. Great beaches. Near shopping centre. Call Alf 604-291-1751, Fax: 604-291-9773, kihei@telus.net BLACKCOMB Luxury, sleeps 4. ski in/ out. 604-929-6589, www.at-blackcomb.com FRANCE privately owned, beautiful furn. 1 bd. central Paris; Provence lovely furnished house close to Avignon. Wkly/monthly. ir_roland@hotmail.com, 604-738-1876 or 604-298-3904. WHISTLER Alta Lake, waterfront, 1 bd. condo, 1 km to village, sleeps 4, F/P, TV/ VCR, summer/winter rates 604-298-2070. WHISTLER GETAWAY Pinecrest Estates, 5 bd. 1400 sq.ft. cabin. sauna, deck with BBQ, fully equip. kitchen. D/W, W/D, wood stove (wood provided). Rates from $170/nt. (seasonal). glush@shaw.ca or Jill or Gerry 604-936-3346. TOFINO Chesterman Beach across the street. Cozy cottage, fully equip., avail. year-round, $100/night (seasonal), $80 off season. 604-581-3964. WHISTLER Alta Lake, waterfront, 1 bd. condo, 1 km to village, sleeps 4, F/P, TV/ VCR, summer/winter rates 604-298-2070. SUNSHINE COAST (Halfmoon Bay) cozy cedar cottage, sleeps 4-6, fantastic ocean view, F/P, BBQ. Call 604-885-7606 or www.blackberrycottagebc.com QUEEN CHARLOTTE ISLANDS. Fabulous "mothership" kayaking, wilderness adventure, unforgettable experiences. 1-888-559-8317, www.island.net/~archipel. BLACKCOMB Luxury 2 bd/loft, 3 bath, sleeps 7, ski-in/out. 604-940-0156. LONG BEACH Furnished 2 bd. suite, sleeps 6. Pets on approval. Near Ucluelet, 10 min. drive from Pacific Rim Park. 250-726-2311, www.island.net/~s-kayak WHISTLER 1 bd. condo (Whistler Creekside) sleeps 4, F/P, hot tub, swimming pool, sauna. Kitchen fully equip. Undergr. parking. Close to lift and stores. Call early to book and avoid disappointment. Call Jan at 604-530-0958. MAYNE ISLAND Sunny retreat, 2 bd. & loft, fully equipped, N/S, 1 blk. from Dinner Bay Park. Call 604-264-1855, 604-838-5995. WHISTLER, Alta Lake Getaway. Tranquility, only min. from the village. Sleeps 6, F/P, canoe. Call 604-850-1017 or 604-941-7302. Visit www.members.shaw.ca/ruhl WHISTLER TOWNHOUSE Sleeps 8, fully equip. 604-985-7669 or Gary 604-669-7212. SAN JOSE DEL CABO Two 1-bd. condos for rent. On golf course. 5 min. walk to beach. 250-724-0893, 250-723-4737. WHISTLER Creekside townhouse for rent. Sleeps 8, 2 baths, view of Alpha Lake. 604-535-3447. SPRING BREAK, Mar. 19—24, Washington, Resort on Wapato Point, Lake Chelan, 1 bd., sleeps 5, 5 hr. drive from Vancouver. $900.cdn, 604-522-1109. DISCOVER FRANCE ON TWO WHEELS! Explore the river valleys of France, cycle through fields of sunflowers, past magnificent chateaux and picturesque villages. Guided by the unbound enthusiasm of a Francophile teacher, the 10-day tours depart July 7th for Burgundy; and July 20th and 31st to the Loire. www.travellers-tale.com, E-mail info@ travellers-tale.com Exclusive to Panorama Travel 1-800-320-3377, BC Reg #2683. COTTAGE AT SECRET COVE (Sunshine Coast) waterfront cottage near Sechelt for daily or weekly rental, fully equipped, 2 bd. private, quiet. Call Leigh 604-885-1921 or A Cottage at Secret Cove, www.bigpacific.com MEXICO SPRING BREAK! Puerto Vallarta 5-star luxury beachfront accom.–half price. Other dates/locations avail. 604-534-4729. DIVERS PARADISE BnB located in lovely south kona on the big island of Hawaii. Only 2 rooms of this 3 bd. bed & breakfast are rented out. All rooms have 180-degree spectacular ocean views, not to mention 3 acres of beautiful tropical landscapes in which to stroll and a very secluded private beach nearby the property to watch the dolphins. A hearty breakfast is served each morning. All rooms have ensuite private baths, private enterace, and private lanai. Call (808) 328-8073 or see our website www.diversparadisebnb.com QUALICUM BEACH. Dandelion Cottage. 1 bd., full kitchen, private suite, Cozy & comfortable, peaceful, near beach. Winter wkend specials, wkly & mthly rates. 250-752-5127 www.geocities.com/dandelioncottageca/ MAYNE ISLAND. Sunny retreat, 2bd. & loft, fully equipped, N/S, 1 blk. from Dinner Bay Park. Call 604-264-1855, 604-838-5995. WHISTLER condo. Sleeps 4, views, close to village, all amenities. 604-943-9423. TIBET cultural trek/tour. 30-days July 2004. Small group. Nepal, Mt. Kailas, Lhasa, Katmandu. www.facetofacetraveltours.com 250-247-7652. GABRIOLA COTTAGE Private, 2 bd., sleeps 6, kitchen, yard, sandy beach access, ideal for young children, N/P, N/S. $725 wkly. Call 250-247-9883, E-mail boysen@shaw.ca, www.gabriolacottage.netfirms.com EDUCTORS B & B TRAVEL NETWORK $34 a night for two! 6,000 B&Bs worldwide. Educators hosting educators since 1986. "A great service, we were overwhelmed by the kindness and hospitality of our hosts!" David & Alice, both professors, Halifax, NS. See our complete membership directory and join online at www.educatorstravel.com Box 5279, Eugene, OR 97405, 1-800-377-3480. Fun, Friends, and adventure with fellow educators! COZY STUDIO WHISTLER by River of Golden Dreams, F/P, TV/VCR, fully equip. Sleeps 3, N/S, N/P. Avail. wkly and wkends. Call Suzanne 604-931-8535, sbilodeau@sd43.bc.ca KELOWNA Executive lakefront house, downtown, fully equipped, private dock, boat lift, sleeps 6-8, quiet area, avail. year round, ManhattenPointVacations@shaw.ca, 250-762-8138. EASTERN TURKEY ADVENTURE 17-day tour Sept. 20—Oct. 6/04, hosts, retired Edmonton public teachers Merv & Barbara Lutes. "You’ve seen the west, now see the rest!" Early booking discount avail. 604-535-5183, lutesara@yahoo.ca or www.rostad.com for details. BAJA MEXICO privately owned 2 bd. house on 3/4 acre with private gardens. Located in village of Cabo Pulmo on Sea of Cortez, 1.5 hr. north of Los Cabos airport. Views of sea and mountains. Short walk to safe, sandy beach with coral reef. Wireless Internet avail. See www.paradisewithanoceanview.com or phone 604-221-1990. BOWEN ISLAND Country home avail. Spring Break (Mar 6-20) and Summer (daily, wkly, mthly) View, BBQ, quiet, near beach, ferry. Ideal for day trips and relaxation. 604-947-9813. LOOKING FOR VACATION HOMES? Visit beautiful Quadra Island. Cozy cottages in the woods to waterfront homes, check choice at www.quadraislandvacationrentals.com MARRIOTT DESERT SPRING VILLA Palm Desert. Mar 6-13. Luxury 5 star Resort & Spa. Sleeps 2 adults or 2 adults & 2 small children. $1500US. 604-338-9823. PARKSVILLE Fully furnished townhouse, Rathtrevor Beach. 3 bd., 3 bath, steps to sandy beach. members.shaw.ca/twoodrent18, 250-727-6985. FOR RENT/EXCHANGE VICTORIA Large 2 bd. adult-oriented townhouse. On major bus routes & close to UVic, downtown, malls and tourist attr. Avail. July 2—Aug. 25/04. N/S. N/P $ negotiable. 250-414-0303. VANCOUVER Clean, bright, quiet, centrally located condos at Robson & Bute. 1 bd. $75/single, 2 bd $85/single (single daily/ wkly/mthly rate) dbemc@hotmail.com, 604-608-4268. TEACHER EXCHANGE TEACHER EXCHANGE SCOTLAND High School technology co-ordinator 2005. Exchange contact Iain at hanjam@hotmail.com TEACHER EXCHANGE ONTARIO Elem. core French teacher seeks same for 1 yr. job and home exchange through Canadian Education Exchange Foundation. I live in Toronto, teach in Mississauga. Prefer Surrey/White Rock/ Langley/Abbotsford area. Will consider Vancouver or Gr. Vancouver area. My condo best suits single or couple. Contact robson8451@rogers.com or 416-979-845. RESOURCES GRAPPLE—GET HOOKED on prefixes, suffixes and roots! Teaching how words work? Here’s a fun new way to learn! GRAPPLE allows up to five players to form words combining cards from three separate decks. Who can get rid of all their cards first? Find out more at www.serendipitygames.net MANUAL FOR PARAGRAPH & ESSAY WRITING Designed for teachers/parents of weaker or remedial students. To order, send $10.75 plus $1.60 postage to Avstan Publications, #18, 8533 Broadway St., Chilliwack, BC V2P 5V4. Ph/Fax: 604-792-0839. RHYME, READ & WRITE© …teaching early literacy skills K-2 through the magic of rhyme. Reproducible materials for teachers and students. Over 60 theme-related rhyme packages. $10 ea. or 3/$25 plus shipping. thecupboard@dccnet.com, www.theclassroomcupboard.com SCIENCE ACTIVITIES for the visual learner. Designed for Junior Science and Senior Biology in B.C. To order, phone 604-852-0923 or e-mail davidhague@uniserve.com, www.visuallearner.ca HONEYBEE CENTRE for unforgettable field trips and free IRPs. Call 604-575-BEES (2337) Surrey, BC. ALPHASONGS 26 songs produced by Kindergarten teacher/professional musician. Designed to help beginning readers master alphabet, phonemic awareness. Blues, rock, country, pop. Positive effect on reading. Useful in Kindergarten, Grade 1, ESL, speech. $20 plus S&H. Paul 604-850-6748, f: 604-850-5370, info@annieape.com NEW HARDCOVER Canadian Communications Technology textbook. Print and CD-ROM versions for students and teachers. Visit www. digitaloverdrive.ca or call 905-332-5712 NEW MATH KITS for intermediate classrooms. www.edumathresources.com MISCELLANEOUS www.localtutorlink.com RETIRING? Undecided about the Joint Life Option? Order Choosing the Right Options, a straightforward guide/workbook for selecting the best option for your situation. Cost: $15 (taxes incl.) Mail Ken Smith, 5120 Ewart St., Burnaby, BC V5J 2W2 or call BCTF Lesson Aids. MASTER OF SPECIAL EDUCATION by coursework offered by Flinders University of S. Australia is recognized by the B.C. Teacher Qualification Service. The degree is available entirely in distance mode. Applications are invited now for commencement of study in 2004. More information at: http://ehlt-online. flinders.edu.au/bc or from the program co-ordinator, Bernice.Burnip@flinders.edu.au TRAVEL & TEACH ENGLISH OVERSEAS. Jobs $$ guaranteed, great pay. TESOL certified in 5 days in-class (or online or by correspondence). Attend a free info seminar. Free infopack. 1-888-270-2941 or www.globaltesol.com PETER AUSTEN’S EVEREST EXPERIENCE® offers KEYNOTES and is THE leadership/ teambuilding seminar for professional development. Details and VIDEOS at www.austeneverest.com, e-mail: peter@austeneverest.com VARIETY—THE CHILDREN’S CHARITY OF BC Working with children is your special passion. Leave a legacy in your will for BC’s special kids. It will be your gift of a lifetime, providing you and your estate with significant tax benefits. Confirm now or call for more information. Speak with Peter Chipman, toll free 1-800-381-2040 or e-mail: peter.chipman@variety.bc.ca TEACHERS work online. $500—$2000+ PT/FT, www.agoldmineonline.com EARN $5000 MONTHLY with your teaching skills. Free report. Moore, 193 Balmoral, Brantford, ON N3R 7S2. FOR SALE. 1998, 25’ Aerolite family trailer. V.g. condition, sleeps 6, bunks, fully equipped. One family owner. $13,500. Surrey 604-535-3447. LIVE IN THE GULF ISLANDS! Beautiful retirement environment on Gabriola Island! Easy access. Only 20 min. from Nanaimo. Visit online at www.realestate-gabriola.com to see for yourself! Buy now, retire later! Email: jheira@realestate-gabriola.com or phone 1-800-205-8080. Jheira Springford, Coast Realty (Gabriola Village). NEW CARS & LIGHT DUTY TRUCKS for teachers to purchase at the lowest dealer cost. All factory incentive programs can be arranged. All vehicles will be registered to you, the purchaser. The New Car Purchase Plan for BC teachers was established in 1973 by Robert Montgomery. Call toll free 1-800-307-4808 or send a fax to 1-888-307-1230. Give me your best price and I will better it. That is a promise! WANTED Persons to buy 20 yr. business leading educational cultural tours once yearly to Mediterranean countries or elsewhere. Wonderful Retirement Activity! All materials, expertise, assistance for you to start. Easy! 604-922-0689, Fax 604-925-4170. FUN! MAKE FRIENDS & MONEY TOO! Newly retired teacher/specialists in Vancouver, Whistler, and Victoria with executive style homes, are needed to host and mentor international business people, professionals and career-minded young adults for 1 or 2 wk. assignments 604-683-4375, info@homestay.bc.ca, www.homestay.bc.ca FOR SALE 1992 Parkmodel trailer, Mt. Baker foothills. Addition, deck, furnished, landscaped, $60,000 US, www.laketyee.org, j.p.cambrey@shaw.ca, 604-538-6979. VARICOSE & SPIDER VEIN Treatment Free consultation, Dr. Chao Yu, MD, member of Canadian Society of Phlebology and American College of Phlebology. Lower Mainland Treatment Centres, 3994 E. Hastings St. Burnaby 604-298-7806 or #56, 2991 Lougheed Hwy Coquitlam 604-945-7819. EARN EXTRA MONEY Work at home. Tele-sales people needed for innovative education company. Earn approx. $100/sale. See www.pro-d.com for details. TEACHERS WANTED for University Preparation program: We are actively recruiting Math and Information Technology teachers for a University in the United Arab Emirates. If you have a Masters Degree and at least 3 years experience, visit our web page for more information: instructorsabroad.com or phone us today (604) 922-2452. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9738,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 19, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 2006 Teachers' pension plan by Carolyn Prellwitz Important information for teachers considering retirement If you are considering retiring soon, you will be interested in this important information about retiree dental benefits. Projections have shown that costs for the non-pension benefits will exceed the funding available by the middle of 2007. As a result, the existing subsidized dental plan for retired Teachers’ Pension Plan members will end on July 31, 2007, and a new, unsubsidized voluntary dental plan will take its place on August 1, 2007. Retirees and beneficiaries receiving a pension will pay full premiums under the new plan for coverage for themselves, their spouses, and their dependants. This change to the plan reflects the need for the Teachers’ Pension Plan to achieve a balance between the rising costs of non-pension benefits (extended health, dental, and inflation protection) and the limited funds available to pay for these benefits. The new group dental plan will be less costly for the pension plan because it will not be subsidized. At the same time, it will provide coverage at a group rate not available to individuals. Before July 1, 2007 If you start your pension before July 1, 2007, and want dental coverage, you must apply for both the existing dental plan and the new voluntary dental plan. You must apply for the voluntary dental plan by May 31, 2007 (or as soon as you start receiving your pension, if this is after May 31) otherwise coverage under this plan will not be available to you unless you can provide proof of continuous coverage under another dental plan. After July 1, 2007 If you start your pension July 1, 2007, and your employer does not provide dental coverage for July, you can have coverage for one month under the subsidized dental plan by submitting a cheque for the July premiums. If you want coverage under the new plan starting in August 2007, you must also submit the completed voluntary dental plan application at the same time as your pension application. If you do not apply for coverage under the voluntary dental plan when you start receiving your pension, coverage will not be available to you unless you can provide proof of continuous coverage under another dental plan. The voluntary dental plan will offer, at the member’s choice, an "Essential" plan covering basic and restorative services and an "Enhanced" plan covering basic and restorative services and major restorative services. The monthly rates for each for the period August 1, 2007 to January 31, 2008 are as follows: • Essential Plan: $18.73 single, $35.61 couple, $60.01 family • Enhanced Plan: $41.51 single, $78.82 couple, $111.35 family. The Teacher’s Pension Plan Board of Trustees will continue to monitor available funding so the pension plan can offer subsidized extended health coverage for as long as possible. At some point in the not-so-distant future, it is likely that all retirees will have to pay some or all of the EHB premiums. Your basic pension is guaranteed. Post-retirement group benefits and pension inflation protection are not guaranteed by the pension plan, but are provided only as long as adequate funding is available. TPP: Don’t miss the deadline You may be able to increase your future pension benefit by: purchasing service for a leave of absence, i.e., maternity leave, parental leave, adoption leave, or general leave that ended before April 1, 2002. purchasing service for arrears, for which you received notice before April 1, 2002. (Arrears is a period of time when you were eligible to make contributions but your employer did not begin deducting those contributions.) purchasing service when you worked for a TPP employer but did not contribute to the plan prior to joining the plan, i.e., less than half-time or teacher-on-call employment. reinstating a refund taken from the BC Teachers’ Pension Plan. reinstating a refund taken from one of the family of BC public-sector pension plans, i.e., College Pension Plan, Municipal Pension Plan, and/or Public Service Pension Plan. By purchasing service, reinstating service and/or transferring service, you increase the number of years that count toward your pension. This could get you closer to an unreduced pension and increase the amount of your benefit at retirement. If you are an active member of the TPP, you have until March 31, 2007, or termination with your current employer, whichever is earlier, to purchase service or reinstate service that occurred prior to April 1, 2002. March 31, 2007 is also the deadline for reinstating a refund taken from one of the family of BC public-sector pension plans. For service after April 1, 2002, the deadline is five years from the end of the period of service you are applying to purchase or until your current employment ends, whichever is earlier. In the case of a reinstatement for service prior to December 31, 1995: If you became an active plan member on or after April 1, 2002, you must apply to reinstate the refund within five years from the time you recommenced contributions to the plan or before you terminate your current employment, whichever comes first. Visit the TPP web site at tpp.pensionsbc.ca and download the applicable forms required from the Forms section in the left-hand side navigation bar on the home page (Purchase of Service Application Package, Pension Transfer Application, Reinstatement of a Refund Request for Cost). The TPP web site also has a Purchase Cost Estimator to help determine the cost of purchasing a leave of absence. You can then use your Personalized Pension Estimator to determine how much the purchase will increase your pension. BCTF staff are available to assist with all of the above. Telephone 1-800-663-1921 or e-mail directly to alambert@bctf.ca or cprellwitz@bctf.ca. Responsible investing and the TPP The Teachers’ Pension Board of Trustees has been very progressive in expanding its emphasis on using responsible investing criteria in managing the assets of the Teachers’ Pension Plan. The Board’s investment agent, bcIMC, has developed, at the request of the board, a pooled investment portfolio designed to replicate the risk and return characteristics of the Domini 400 Social Index. Approval to participate in this new investment portfolio was given by the board at its October 2006 meeting. The Domini 400 Social Index is a US index that is loosely modeled on the S&P 500 Index but incorporates responsible investment principles in the construction of the index. This includes negative screens to exclude companies that have significant exposure to tobacco, weapons, alcohol, gambling, and nuclear power, as well as incorporating positive qualitative screens to include companies that exhibit desirable social traits such as strong community relations, workforce diversity, good employee relations, and sustainable environmental practices. The trustees believe that participation in this new pooled investment fund will be consistent with the trustees’ fiduciary duty to manage the plan in the best financial interest of plan members. The board has also agreed to enhance its Statement of Investment Policies and Procedures to describe better its recognition of responsible investment factors in making investment decisions. The Teachers’ Pension Board of Trustees, through the bcIMC, continues to vote its proxies and to engage companies by encouraging them to use high standards when considering responsible investing issues. It is the board’s belief that well-governed companies that meet the environmental and social expectations of their stakeholders are better positioned to deliver sustainable investment results that contribute to the long-term financial success of the pension plan. A summary of bcIMC’s activity in this area on behalf of the board is available at www.bcimc.com. Finally, Responsible Investing Reports from the TPP can now be found on both the web sites of the TPP and the BCTF. The first report was posted June 2006. Access pension information online Where? Teachers’ Pension Plan (TPP) web site at tpp.pensionsbc.ca How? Click on "My Account" on the right side of the TPP home page. Enter in the username and temporary password provided for you on your 2005 TPP members’ benefit statement. Your password is above your name and social insurance number in section 1 of the statement. If you have misplaced your statement, phone the TPP to have a new one mailed to you. Toll-free 1-800-665-6770, Vancouver 604-660-4088, Victoria 250-953-3022. What? Your personal profile, your pension service history, and your personalized pension estimator. Choosing the right options Undecided about your Joint Life option? Choosing the right options: Your BC public sector pension and the joint life question, 2006 Edition by Ken Smith is available from the BCTF Lesson Aids Department (see p. 12 for ordering instructions)—$15. An interactive Excel CD version ($30) is available from Ken Smith, 5120 Ewart Street, Burnaby, BC V5J 2W2. Carolyn Prellwitz is an assistant director in BCTF’s Income Security Division. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "Eid Mubarak to all those celebrating in BC!" @bcliberals - 06:52pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2014/09/tentative-agreement-yes-or-no.html?showComment0751410932500226,Staffroom Confidential: Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, September 16, 2014 Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Despite what I know was a herculean effort on the part of our bargaining team, I very much hope that BC teachers will vote no to the tentative agreement. After five weeks of strike, and twelve years of legal battles, this is not the deal that will restore sanity to public education and it is not a fair deal for teachers and students. Just as teachers in Saskatchewan rejected a deal to ensure a better outcome, I hope BC teachers will consider a no vote to let our team know we have to go back to the bargaining table. Class size, composition The agreement provided a modified LIF fund starting at $75 million per year and increasing to $85 by the last year. It is for teachers only, which will mean a slight improvement in Districts where sizeable portions were spent on Education Assistants or senior District staff rather than teachers. However, in an average size District like Victoria (20,000 students, 1,000 teachers), this will translate into about 5-10 more teachers. That is one for every five schools. To put it in comparison, Justice Griffin's judgement estimated the lost funding due to lost class size language at about $330 million in current dollars. (Read more here about the proposed Education Fund.) I heard so many teachers speak up about the need to ensure that we do not return to over-crowded classes when the strike ends. This agreement does very little to alleviate what is the most pressing issue. Throwing away the court victory The agreement provides a "reopener" in the event we win on appeal our class size language. What this means is that the language returns, but is not implemented until new language is negotiated. Without the actual implementation of the returned language, there will be very little incentive for the government to bargain it back. We would essentially be back in the very same position we are in today, with government trying to bargain it out and us trying to bargain it back in. In my opinion, even if we were legislated back to work we would be in a superior position. If we won the appeal the government would then be forced to implement the language. We are thus throwing away our historic court victory and the bargaining pressure it potentially creates. The reopener is really only mildly less offensive than E80. In both cases, we have to bargain back what was illegally taken from our contract and the government will probably never have to restore it. In fact, the "reopener" creates the perfect opportunity for government to lock us out to try and force us to agree to something far inferior. Throwing away the remedy for the last twelve years The agreement provides $105 million to compensate for grievances over-sized classes for the last twelve years. Using Justice Griffin's estimates, our loss is roughly $300 million times 12 = over $3 billion. I cannot fathom how $105 million is a fair compromise. The BCTF's original proposal to put this money back into the system was a more fair and productive approach. This agreement means we can no longer go to the courts for a fair remedy. Wages The agreement is very close to government's original offer. While I would be willing to accept this if the class size language was returned, teachers should not be taking such a significant monetary loss without the commensurate gain in working conditions. We have lost roughly 12% of our annual salary. We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut. Minimal improvements There are very minimal improvements in preparation time for elementary teachers (10 minutes per week), and TTOC daily rate. The TTOC daily rate change may depend on your grid placement. It could actually be a wage loss for long term TTOCs who are above category 5 and step 7. There is also $11 million in health and dental benefits. At 40,000 members, this is $275 each. Hardly worth consideration in the context of the rest of the agreement. What next? There are a variety of options if we vote no. We can continue the strike. We can choose to return to work and continue bargaining. We do not, and should not, accept an agreement that doesn't meet our needs and doesn't meet the needs of students and public education. When Saskatchewan teachers rejected the first deal which had 5.5% wage increases over four years, the second deal had 7.3% increases over four years. They have said this still isn't good enough. For us, our main issue is classroom conditions. We need to say this isn't good enough. The way to do that is to vote no. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 7:48 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 124 comments: Troy MooreSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:17 PM The EC recommendation states the open clause will be argued from restored language. However, selling our grievances for nothing as the 105 million is strike savings, is plenty of reason to vote no. Further, no composition caps, but a fund controlled by Superintendents is enough reason to vote no. Thursday I will vote no.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:06 PM Re-opener also says "education fund" in place until new language bargained, so old language can disappear forever.Delete Reply Mme RousseauSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:33 PM Government starved us to death hoping we'd vote yes to whatever deal they'd offer. Planned it from the start.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:07 PM We can sill choose (collectively) to return to work if we reject this deal. Many options.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:09 PM Great analysis, Tara! I think that returning to work would be a bad idea. This will frustrate parents more if they need to find new ways to deal with taking care fo kids. USe the money given to you by the other unions. I am a teacher who had to quit for stress over the terrible condition of work (split FI grade 4/5, several low LD kids with little support, one severe with no support, 2 gifted (no support), and a principal who expected me to teach 2 separate social studies AND science programs)Delete Reply Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:56 PM Good points by all but the gov't succeeded in starving my family out and completly breaking us. I will be voting YES and live to fight another dayReplyDelete Replies schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:21 PM 'Fight another day'? In the last twelve years that we have been pushing back against this government, never has the tide tide been so much with teachers, class size/composition, and public education - and never has the government been pushed back onto the ropes (especially with the call for binding arbitration). What 'other day' is being proposed that we wait for? Now is the time. Vote 'no' and give the BCTF bargaining team a renewed mandate to get a decent deal for students and teachers.Delete Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:10 PM "Another day" means to wake up and realize that 2more weeks means my family of 5 could lose our home. It means I will do all I can to recall Cc, Factbender, and other mla's, and maybe even having "a guy I know" have a chat with them. In year 1 of their reign, I don't believe they even know what "the ropes" are. I will vote YES ...for my family, and I can live with thatDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:12 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply Karen FergusonSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:03 PM Just a question: When the Saskatchewan teachers voted no, had they already been on strike for 5 weeks?ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM No. They are working with no contract. They are not on strike.Delete Shannon DavisSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:23 AM I am a Saskatchewan teacher. We are not on strike; we are currently in the conciliation process after voting "no" to 2 previous offersDelete Reply "Mama Rose"September 16, 2014 at 9:27 PM Can we truly return to work without agreeing and continue bargaining? When I suggested returning to work a few weeks ago, the answer was "being on strike puts pressure on the gov't and without pressure they have no reason to settle." And can you explain more how legislating us back would be better than agreeing to this deal? And finally, why would the BCTF executive put forward a deal that was not a good one?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:30 PM Because they need confirmation of the resolve of the membership to get something better. That is what a no vote does.Delete Reply Troylana MSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:28 PM some great points to ponder, tara......thinking thinking....ReplyDelete schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:43 PM If we vote 'no' to the tentative deal we still have options: We'd not have a contract. But we could... a) strike with full picket lines b) partially strike with phase 1 (work-to-rule) in schools c) partially strike with periodic/rotating job action d) continue negotiating e) return to work and re-escalate strike f) some/all of the above ReplyDelete Replies Caroline MackenzieSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:21 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:14 PM a) will expedite matters (I say less that 3 days)Delete Reply danabjornsonSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:05 PM I am thinking that a legislated, crappier contract would only be in effect for 2 years max (before elections...). If we take this offer, then we will be agreeing to this pseudo-E80. Should we win the court case (which we likely will), we will have to settle on the terms of the THIS negotiated contract which doesn't actually restore learning conditions; it simply allows for those conditions to be negotiated. If we say n, then we default to the 2002 contract, which DOES restore the language. A "yes" vote is saying that we are good on "crumbs"; a "no" vote is saying we want an actual meal. That's my understanding, anyway. Please correct me where I am wrong, Tara. :)ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:44 PM And word is IF they legislate, they could opt to legislate back Grade 10-12 only causing the union to have to lay off all teachers and re-hire based on seniority. That will tear the union at the seams pitting teacher against teacher for those positions. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:17 PM There will be a general strike if that were to happen! They better not do this. They will regret it.Delete Reply imaginefunlearningSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:09 PM Some good points on the background of our fight over the past 12 years, which I have been actively engaged in; however we need to recognize the climate we are in. We are not in Sask. people! We have just come through a very long summer!! We need to thank our @bctf bargaining team & recognize the toll this has taken on all of us & our families. I don't have the luxury of more time on the strike line. This may be as good as it gets. Let's read the agreement and consider getting back to work and making some $ again! That's my 2 cents worth, which would come in really handy right now!!!ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:18 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply RobSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:11 PM Go back in work to rule mode. Work this winter to recall every Liberal MLA. ThAt is the only way to apply pressure to these criminals. ReplyDelete Replies Kate RestonSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:03 PM Recall! Not sure who won the battle but the war is still onDelete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:14 AM Well said Kate... I agree 100%Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:20 PM I think say NO and a better deal will be done in less than 3 days. These guys are not criminals, they are lower than that. I bet they get a sick pleasure in hurting the kids and the teachers.Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:31 PM An official recall is in the works: https://www.facebook.com/groups/316129595235450/?fref=ts Please consider joining.Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:26 AM Leah - do you honestly think anyone who voted BC Liberal did so thinking that they would act any differently on the education file?Delete Reply JJSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:16 PM I am glad to see other members who share my views. I am outraged at a 1.2 percent "raise" in salary per year that doesn't even meet inflation of currently 2%. I feel used and abused.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:23 PM Not to mention all of the other pittance! I am actually surprised that Iker asked teachers to vote on this! Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:18 PM Hi Tara Thanks for the summary! Will we be able to vote NO to the deal, but vote YES to returning to work? Will there be three options when we vote Thursday? Why did the BCTF agree to a substandard deal for us? If we vote no to a deal that was recommended to us, the teachers look like the bad guys and public approval will plummet. I am very disappointed and frustratedReplyDelete Replies KataSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:12 AM Public approval will not necessarily plummet. I have seen strikes where the membership has voted against the executive's "best results to date", and ended up with a better offer. This offer is an insult. The $300 million will not bring funding to the national average (I believe). More importantly, the wage offer is half of the average wage increase for public and private workers (StatsCan). Delete Reply MontySeptember 16, 2014 at 10:19 PM Thank you, Tara. My thoughts too, more clearly expressed. As well, Thursday is too soon to vote, too soon to vote, too soon to vote........ReplyDelete Richard ChalkeSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:21 PM Vote no and lose every shred of public support...just sayin!ReplyDelete Replies UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:31 AM I am a member of the public and would support a "no" vote. js!.Delete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:01 AM Richard Chalke, NO you won't! I am a mother with 3 adopted special needs children who need to be in a class that is designed for them and others like them (my kids are academically slightly delayed but their issues are more social and behavioural) where they can receive the education they deserve taught in a way they can comprehend. I will speak now for all the parents I know, and we will support the teacher's if they continue to fight for our children's best interest.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:28 PM It might not be pretty at first, but once we explain things (and I hope the Mandarin-speaking teachers flood the Richmond organization that voiced their concerns), they will back us. The 3 billions that the judge came to is the first I hear about. This should be stated to every newsmedia comment section in the province. Minimize pickets and flood those outlets with commenters, just like the Liberals do. Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:45 PM I am a member of the public and a single Mother of a child in the public school system. You will NOT lose one bit of my support if you vote no. I know that you are sacrificing so that my child can have a better education, and I am most grateful for it. Having said that, I also know that you are exhausted and broke. I have been dreading that you may have to settle for less than what you (we) deserve because the government succeeded in breaking you. I am not in your shoes, so cannot judge. If the vote is a yes, I understand and I am still behind you. Delete Reply Alison RocheSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:25 PM It is a crap deal. It's always a crap deal. Once you raise the stakes to striking, anything else is a cave in. The last time we walked out was the 3 day illegal strike where I threw away 1200$ and got EXACTLY the same contract I had the year before. The BCTF called it a win because they didn't rip up MORE of my contract. Ridiculous. There are a few of us that believe that working to contract, doing 100% of your teaching job and nothing more (like paying for supplies out of your own pocket or EC) is the only way teachers will survive this government. What if they get re-elected again? Then what? Teachers have lost thousands to these clowns to make "statements" about the state of public education in this province. We can't keep sacrificing ourselves and our families. And in the meantime, you talk to parents about why you have to take this crappy road. Because up until this strike they mostly didn't care about the state of education, but god forbid you didn't run a Sports Day. Then suddenly they wanted to know what the hell was going on. Keep the conversation going in schools. Attend your PAC meetings and stop enabling this govt to underfund and overwork the system. And still get paid!ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:20 AM I am very excited at the prospect of returning to my beloved job on Friday. However I will NOT continue to put my personal money into my classroom and I will be seriously reconsidering my involvement in extra curriculars. I think we shoot ourselves in the foot with all the unpaid work we so willingly volunteer to do. Delete Reply FCSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:38 PM I heard a rumour last week from a loose lipped government insider that after the 22nd, depending on the outcome of the negotiations the Liberals were going to announce a 3 step process. I was not clear if this was based on 3 steps to resolve the strike (perhaps the 3rd step is legislation??) or 3 steps to overhaul the education system, either way, they will settle it outright. I wish you all luck and all the information that you need to make a sound decision of what you feel is best.ReplyDelete Replies Lisa BurrowsSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:53 PM I have heard similar rumours. On the 23rd, the gov. was planning on introducing a $6000 per year voucher system for 3 choices: an academic or trades program, or something called EducationCanada. Not clear whether their intention was to privatize the public system, de-certify teachers and hire them back under new wage/benefits. Not clear where these rumours originated from. Maybe fear tactics to get teachers to vote yes. In any event, I plan on voting yes. I signed up to be a teacher, not a martyr. This strike has cost us a lot. We need to regain our livelihood and hopefully continue the conversation about class composition. We have at least awakened many people to the issue, and the court case is still an avenue that could eventually improve teaching and learning conditions.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:33 PM I urge all teachers to fight and say NO to this deal. Retired teacher who had to retire because horrendous work conditions. Make me proud. They will not last long if you say NO! I know this is tough, but there is money and I hear that Van City does offer loan at low to 0 %. Banks do allow you to miss a mortgage payment. Go talki to your banker.Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM Will school districts require teachers to make up missed days, as suggested in the media? Will the school calendar be changing to make up for the missed three weeks and if so will we be made aware of those changes PRIOR to the vote? ReplyDelete KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:41 PM "Wages..... We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut." And that is the cost of going on strike!!! There is nothing that can be done about that. You cannot go on strike and put up the raise you want every week to compensate for your time on strike - it doesn't work that way.ReplyDelete Replies Drew StevensonSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:59 AM I believe the missing "..." Suggests that they meant to refer to the losses against inflation since the last wage step increase. Thus this contract does not allow us to recover the buying power lost to inflation since the last non contract or "0%" year. Add those up and compare against the proposed increase and you see that by the end of the contract, we won't be able to afford the same value of goods (loaves of bread, watts of energy, litres of gas) that we could at the end of the last contracts term. It was not a comment about wages that were lost in the strike. Those are really small potatoes when compared to the grinding power of inflation over years and years. The next contract will use this latest for a bench mark so these losses to inflation will grind at all teachers for as long as they teach. A death of a thousand cuts to our ability to afford basic goods and services. Any raise less than inflation is a cut to the value placed on us and on our ability to pay our bills. Delete Reply Ed SSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:09 PM Having lost $20,000 (including summer school wages) as the single income for a family of five is far too much; I will be voting YES to the deal, unless the independently wealthy teachers out there who wish to continue the strike will pay my bills and mortgage for me.ReplyDelete Replies Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:14 PM I feel ya. Yes for meDelete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:18 AM Ed S. With all due respect (and I mean that), how did you lose $20,000 in the strike? Teachers were out 2 weeks (all out) before they were supposed to be in June, and now 3 weeks for the start of school? It is my understanding that teachers don't get paid through the summer months. Please correct me if I'm wrong, wherever I'm wrong. Shouldn't you have been financially alright for the summer months at least? Also all teachers knew this strike had a possibility of extending into the new school year but no one teacher budgeted for this possibility? I'm truly just trying to get a clear picture of where this all stems. NO disrespect intended.Delete BlairSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:12 AM Kelly, not Ed but if you look at the numbers there was the 10% lockout haircut in May/June plus the loss of most of June and the loss of much of September. In our 1 teacher (1 non) household we calculated a $9 K - $10 K loss so far. If you add summer school earnings you can easily make the loss in the $20 k zone. As for budgeting, we budget for the summer, but did not expect the 10% haircut, nor the loss of June/Sept days which completely messed our budgeting calculations. A very good friend (single teaching mother) was crushed by the loss of the June income and is without a penny today.Delete Mr. SmoothSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:35 PM The only one who didn't get a haircut was Jim Iker... and he needs one more than anyone else. What's with that over-coiffed 70"s mullet Jim? Does wonders for the BCTF brand image!Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:55 PM Jim's hair is not open for discussion in a respectful space like this. As for his salary, he is a teacher who does not get paid when we are on strike.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:04 PM Totally agree!Delete Reply Mr. GSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:24 PM If I thought they could do any better I would agree with voting NO, but you have to be realistic. The BCTF does not use professionals to bargain and always ends up with much less than they promise the membership when asking for a strike vote. While this is not a great deal for teachers, I really think you're fooling yourself if you think it'll get any better.ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:02 AM BCTF needs to be replaced with younger more adept representatives and advocates. Also, we should be hiring professional contract negotiators - you don't go into battle with cut throat corporate types with a wooden knife. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:37 PM This is BAD deal! Say NO to it and show those (expletives) that we will not take it anymore! Come on! Show them that teachers have a spine! They will respect us, oddly!Delete Reply retaSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:51 PM I agree with Richard. Those in the public that are uniformed would be furious, and there are many teachers who just can't afford to use their wages as their voice any longer - too much has already been donated to the government. In my opinion, the deal is pretty lame. I am sitting on the fence.ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:24 AM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:26 AM So true!!! I cannot afford to fight this battle for public education any longer. Why is this my personal and professional obligation??? However I think this deal is weak weak weak. I also think its the best we are going to get. Ideologically I'm on the fence but my wallet will vote YES.Delete Reply SirThinksToo MuchSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:54 PM My wife and I will be voting "Yes" on Thursday for it is the middle path. The easy path would have been for us to go back to school with E-80 & E-81 over our heads. The difficult path would be for us to vote "No" and put our mortgage at risk and having to continue asking retired parents for handouts to feed a family with three kids. The middle path is the wisest choice for us considering the current political climate in which those who do not teach are the quickest to judge it harshly.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:41 PM I understand that this is really tough for you! I almost died teaching a few month ago. I had to quit. Please consider holding on and say no. Remember the short loss in salary will be offset in the LONG-RUn by better salary increase. This is a joke! They will be laughing at you even more if we accept this. This is a very bad deal! However, I do respect your position!Delete Reply DaleSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:16 AM Why would classroom conditions be better on October 9th after being legislated back? We have been outplayed because of our stubborn refusal to outdated, tired old tactics. It is because of these actions that have led us to this terrible deal. Time to reset, regroup and stock up for the long haul. Can't do it if half the members commit hara kiri on themselves. We are a union of professionals not a cult. ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:49 AM Could not agree more.Delete schreck!September 17, 2014 at 9:44 AM Could you please advise which tactics you believe could have been used to secure a superior deal?Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:47 AM Full disclosure: I'm a BC Liberal supporter. The only people who would benefit from a NO vote are the BC Liberals. Teachers would be bargaining with no leverage whatsoever and would be viewed by a large segment of the population as unreasonable. The BC Liberals then get portray themselves as the only party capable of dealing with the BCTF. schreck! says that the BCTF has the government on the ropes, but he couldn't be farther from the truth. The government wants people to view the BCTF as their primary opponent. Disputes like this just shore up the BC Liberal base and protect its right flank. Any half-baked recall campaign will only reinforce that. It's true teachers aren't going to recoup the lost wages from the strike. I would suggest to you that that means this job action was probably not in teachers' interests, especially without any sort of appreciable strike fund. This is the best deal teachers were ever going to get with this government and people should have been able to recognize that in June. If you want my advice (which you probably don't), it would be to spend the next 5 years building up a strike fund, electing better leaders, and hiring a professional negotiating team. Don't bring a knife to a gunfight and expect things to go well. Focus on getting the best deal you can from whoever the government is rather than trying to change the government, the HST, Kinder Morgan or a thousand different issues that distract from education and erode the union's finances further. You'd be doing yourself a favour, and probably doing the NDP a favour at the same time. Also, if schreck! is David Schreck, you can thank his opposition to STV for the last two BC Liberal majorities. I know I do.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:11 PM One step would be to stop making political contributions to the NDP. This only contributes to the childish animosity and lack of trust that has constantly characterized negotiations. How else can the Socreds/Liberals view teachers except as enemies when they so publicly support their opponents. This stupid confrontational immature approach has to STOP!!!!! Education should not be a political fight when it is so obviously a valuable benefit to our society. It was an NDP government that legislated teachers back to work in 1993. Stop making education a political fight.Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:10 PM I don't think they have to go that far. CUPE and the Nurses still contribute to the NDP yet they don't have the same acrimonious relationship. CUPE and the Nurses just make their members their priority, and broader advocacy second.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:55 PM Ryan (possibly a Liberal paid commenter), with all due respect, I disagree with you. The cumulative increase in lieu of this will be better. Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can. I say to Iker, ask for 6% over 3 years because these people love to play the 15% over 15 year game to make it so big on the surface. Some people think that this is 15% every year. Believe me! I have seen it in comment sections. Others believe that the 15% is too high not understanding that they must divide things over the duration of the contract. It is time that we play it smarter. It is time to put the foot down and ask for money given to us by other unions, if it is needed. Banks can accept one late mortgage payment. It would be suicidal for them to not help. Imagine the possible damage if that ever leaks out. They could lose a lot in teacher money. I for one would pull my money out of a bank in support! Teachers are going to show this government that we have a spine! Enough is enough! Aren't you tired of being treated like kids? (Retired teacher who almost died in a car accident because of work conditions that were horrendous. I had to quit.)Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 AM Not paid by the BC Liberals. I pay them actually... :/ I imagine astroturfers of any affiliation wouldn't disclose their bias. "Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can." How did that work in May 2013? If the teachers reject a contract that their own union endorsed, it will make teachers seem unreasonable. Whether that perception is true or fair is irrelevant. It's what will happen, and teachers will be weaker as a result. Take my advice. Build up a strike fund and focus on the internal governance of the BCTF for the next 6 years. You'll be better off for it. Or not. I don't mind you or others making it easier for the party I support to get elected. I'd just rather not see kids and teachers hurt in the process.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:37 AM Ah! The "don't-hurt-kids" card, hey, when you have underfunded education for 12 years! WOW! That takes the cake! Are your trolling? Oh! You are serious? :) Would you be surprised if I don't follow your advice, considering your lack of logic? Would you be surprised if others don't follow your advice? It is ttue that bullies like you and your ilks love to show who is the boss, who is the teacher now! I suspect that is at the root of the problem! No one wants to fail in school! No one wants to get the strap! Sad that today's teachers don't like it too! But, who cares, we are ... teachers! We deserve it! BAH! BAH! BAH!Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:22 PM That's fine. I look forward to another 16 years of BC Liberal government.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:41 PM 16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate! Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan! Sociopaths do that!Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 9:35 AM "16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate!" 16 years of our opponents still don't understand why they lost. Like I said, that's fine with me. If I said the Liberals would be in power for at least another 13 years back in 2004 you probably would have laughed too. Heck, if I told you on May 13 last year that the BC Liberals would be reelected on May 14 you'd probably have laughed too. And you were wrong. Why is that? Answer that question if you want the NDP to win the next election. Without a correct answer to it, the NDP's cause is hopeless. "Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan!" You feel they are flawed, and that's fine. I don't go around calling people who disagree with me sociopaths, nor do I accuse them of being paid shills. But I also don't feel much need to address your ad hominems. There are logical arguments to support your position, but argumentum ad hominem is not one of them. It's a textbook logical fallacy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 1:15 PM Ah! Now I get it! It is all ego-based! You think because you voted the winning party that you are a winner and we are losers! You think because you predicted that the Liberals would win, you are winner. That does not make YOU a winner or the Liberals! It is called DEMOGRAPHICS, you expletives. The baby boomers are getting old and because they have more assets and won't make a whole lot more for too long, they need to vote a govn't who is going to do just that! It is not rocket science! WOW! You think you are so superior when your party stole an election with 47% of the popular vote. That's not a majority and your party should not have been elected. BTW, did you delete from your ethical memory the words Ethnic voting scandal? The field is slanted and you know it. However, you are so willing to minimize, forget the scams and bad fairplay tactics like a sociopath is allowed to minimize or ignore his or victims emotions that you don't see that you are the loser, we are the victim of your constant bullying. 1% wage increases after years of 0% increases and you can justify that when Yahoo reports that the average Canadian can hope to get 2.5% this and next year: https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html You Liberals behave like fascists, but we can't call you that because that's not allowed! Well! Guess what? It is and you are. Live with it! You keep on dreaming you are a genius! :) I am retired, getting soon a nice pension, and laughing at you from a beach somewhere! AHAHA! Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 2:14 PM What's with the name calling Peter? For someone claiming to be retired you really don't show the wisdom of age. For someone who talks about logic, you use logical fallacies like ad hominems a lot too. It's a fair point that the BC Liberals didn't get a majority of the vote (and I'm a very big supporter of electoral reform). The BC Liberals + Conservatives did though, and I don't think it's realistic to expect the BC Conservatives to have been more generous had they been part of government. Last time I checked I just voted. I didn't "victimize" anyone. Perhaps your rage is misplaced. If you think the election was "stolen" I'm afraid I have to question your grasp on reality though. "Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?" I'm glad you'll have a pleasant retirement Peter. I have no ill will towards you. I'm not sure why you think I do. I'm not saying people were *right* to vote BC Liberal. That's a matter of opinion. All I'm saying is people *did* vote BC Liberal. More voted BC Liberal than BC NDP for the last 5 elections in a row actually. You need to understand why that happened in order to change it for the next election. Clearly you're not interested in that though. Which is fair enough. Just remember next time you're upset about something the BC Liberals do that your lack of interest is part of why the BC Liberals get elected at all.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 3:23 PM I love your culture --or the lack of thereof! Guess what, stop thinking averybody is white and must follow your little rules. Namecalling? Sociopath? Whaaaat? And, what if you are? Still can't call you that? :) You fascist right-wingers are big on censorship! I just don't like you giving us lessons on how to get the NDP in. As stated, people are voting right of the NDP because it is a matter of demographics and a little ethnic vote buying on the side. The rest is mumbo jombo. Yes, of course, they will have to go on strike in the future and yes they will have to build a strike fund. The Liberals stole that from the BCTF too! And, you wonder why I don't have any respect for them? Yes, electoral reform is needed! We agree!Delete Reply JJ GeorgeSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:46 AM As a parent, I support the teachers and respect whether they choose to vote yes or no. However I noticed a discrepancy here from other information I've read regarding prep time for elementary teachers. Here it states minimal improvement to prep time - only 10 minutes per week being added. Elsewhere I read that it is 100 minutes per week for prep, increasing by an additional 10 minutes in the final year. That is a significant difference, and worth noting. Or have I completely misunderstood?ReplyDelete Replies Anne-MarieSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:59 AM Elementary teachers currently have 90 minutes of preparation time per week so an increase to 100 minutes per week is only gaining 10 minutes. In other provinces and some private schools they have as much as 45 minutes of prep time per day.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:56 PM Thank you for inquiring!Delete DW ZSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:57 PM You're right JJ George. There is a significant difference around the province regarding preparation times. In my district elementary teachers currently get 100 minutes of prep time. This new proposal is useless to me. I'll have to wait 6 years to gain an extra 10 minutes. Delete Reply UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:11 AM Almost nobody gets cost of living adjustments. Also inflation is NOT 2%. Do some research and look at the CPI for BC over the last 24 months. The average over the last 2 years is 0.7%, not 2%. The CPI changes every month so you cant just look at the highest month and declare that THE inflation rate. Check out the 12 month averages document for the actual numbers. http://www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/StatisticsBySubject/Economy/ConsumerPriceIndex.aspx All that being said I support the teachers. if you think this is a bad deal as a parent my dream would be for the teachers to vote no but continue bargaining because I do think the kids need to be in school and I do fear that the teachers will lose all support if the strike continues. All I ask as a parent is that you do your own research and try not to be swayed by all the opinions. ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:01 AM Inflation for August was 2.1% (http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/economy/cpi-report-expected-to-reveal-rise-in-canadas-core-inflation-rate/article20593943/). The CPI is a year-over-year calculation.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:43 AM Inflation should be looked at as a yearly average, not an individual month.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:34 PM The lawyers do not believe we have compromised our court deal. Our leadership would not have sold us out. We dodged a bullet. The Premier had something loaded even if we are not sure what it was. The idea that we could simply return to work is not guaranteed. I think a no vote could easily lead to the Liberals locking us out again because the Premier wants to crush us and she will use any excuse. She did not want to take the advice of her people and do this deal. I am certain a plan for drastic action (where we have to take the concessions they had planned) or worse - was in place. We can't guarantee the press will do any better job explaining the complexities should we say no. They rarely sided with us in markets outside of Vancouver where people are more political and they often misled or allowed others to mislead. They are not helping and would sensationalize. This would see dissolution of support very quickly - especially if we asked for wages. (Though admittedly it angers me that we can't ask for wages without being accused of being greedy when that is what most bargaining units do). But we have argued this is about kids and while this is not ideal - it is better to have teachers than not. The deal does suck in that it does not bring us to par - but this fight needs to be won with a strategy that is political and capacity will do that in another round. We have some support - but it is limited to the choir. We need to have the pews too. We need to build that capacity while working and continue to find allies because the fight is bigger than most people want to consider. This is about ideology and about privatization. Education always was political but never more so than now and we have to fight this party or the conservatives who would do the same or worse. No teacher who is responsible can ignore the politics any longer. That is simply the truth. If you work in the system you better get informed and you better be prepared to fight until retirement for the system. That said, I want to ask the same question others are asking: Why is this the job of 42,000 teachers and not the job of all citizens who want equality to fight for this right? It is time (while the conversation is still on-going and up to and including election night) for us to guide the public where we can but mainly play our part by not propping the system up. Make poverty known. Make noise about shortfalls, ask questions (in the media or in board offices ) about who is going to fix it instead of paying ourselves, volunteer some but wait for the pubic to step up so they see what schools lack. I hate the deal too. But I trust Vince Ready and Iker and I don't think we could have done better right now. I think we dodged a bullet because I have read everything this government has put out and followed the trail. They plan to privatize and they are just looking for the route. Voting YES for now does not mean we are giving up. It does not mean a win in the way we wanted but we have won a battle that will lead to us winning the war. If we don't rest up and stock up we might not get there.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:57 PM Well, if it is bigger than just this battle, then we will need ALL the unions to strike if they do indeed use drastic (draconian) measures. I say it is time for ALL of the unions to call a general strike. I guarantee that they will not like that one bit. What will they do then? Call the army? :) People in Europe, at the end of the 19th century stood up in mines. General strikes do occur in Europe and have. If you think you had it tough, think of them who stood tall for US in tougher times and conditions. Make sacrifices. Sell furniture. Tutor on the side. Ask for the BCTF money. Ask your banker to help. As friends and relatives. If we say NO, it won't last long. If they legislate us back, let's call a general province-wide strike of all unions. Delete Reply Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:47 AM Between CC's smug smile as she celebrates slaughtered teachers and Jim Iker's goofy grin - seemingly unaware that he has been a willing puppet, I am thoroughly disgusted. Over the next 5 years, teachers will be in an increasingly bad situation financially, classrooms will continue to be too large and complex with increasing medical, social and environmental issues impacting academic delivery. It could not be less obvious that things will continue to worsen. The Liberals have ensured that BC is rapidly becoming the Canadian Monaco for rich off shore interests and wealthy corporations. Soon the underpaid "workers" will have to be bussed in daily to Vancouver - Asian style. The only recourse is to move to just about any other province and bring in up to $100,000 more over the six years with much less cost of living. So we are bailing, encouraged by friends who have gotten positions in Manitoba and Alberta. My colleagues and I discovered through contacting several school boards across Canada that specialist (special needs and behavioural) and secondary science teachers are in particular demand. I want to work in a professional, respectful environment where the needs of all children are considered a priority and where I feel inspired to do my best. However, I want my vote to reflect the wishes of teachers who will be here over the next 6 (5) years, so very much appreciate your blog and opportunity to read the comments.ReplyDelete Bert SlaterSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:11 AM To vote YES will throw away 12 years of effort, and 2 victories in BC Supreme Court. To vote YES will be to snatch defeat from the jaws of victory. If you vote YES what bargaining power do you think you will have - the government will do nothing, and then what do you think you will do - take job action? PLEASE VOTE NO.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:59 PM Time to show you have a spine!Delete Reply RodSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:06 AM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Cool HandSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 AM Wouldn't a 'No' vote be a vote of no confidence in the BCTF itself?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:02 AM Not at all. It is just a message to the leadership we need to do better. The strength of the union is the members, and we support the leadership by giving them direction through democratic means.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:40 PM I disagree. How else can a recommendation by the EC to vote yes be interpreted? Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:00 PM I am sure people will interpret this both ways, but it is a vote. If it is supposed to be a "Yes", because it might be interpreted one way, then why bother having a vote?Delete Kate TSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:07 AM Yes , it would be. I don't think we could come out much better than this with this government. How will a No obtain that? Christy will be happy, she can declare the BCTF gone and roll out her plan to privatize. Delete Reply David DeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:06 AM A no vote would be a rejection of a the court victories defied by the government and an inadequate deal containing some vague promises that won't meet the needs of teachers or students on class size and other important issues.In Ontario elementary teachers get 200 minutes of prep time per 5 day cycle. I know there is financial hardship, but the union has received close to $2 million in donations from other unions; is there no way of accessing hardship funds? At minimum, vote no and return to work on work to rule with various strike options.ReplyDelete Erica JonesSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:25 AM This article actually makes me so mad. It is NOT better for the kids that they have missed almost all of june and all of september. This is what you signed up for in BC as a teacher. Get on board or GET OUT.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:20 PM Is this really what teachers signed up for? At my high school, each class has about 30 kids, with an average of 17 kids per classroom with an identified learning disability. Our district says that there should be no more than 4 kids per classroom.. How do you expect non-specialist teachers to help each student when over half of them require more resources because of a learning disability? Furthermore, are you generalizing the "better-ness" to all the kids in BC? Because I don't think that it would be better if kids went back considering the learning environment isn't up to par. There are barely any Education Assistants, and support teachers for the multitude of children who need them. While I recognize and appreciate your enthusiasm for education, please realize that the public school system isn't a daycare. Also, please think about your words and the learning environment prior to speaking out. By the way, we're not an autocracy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:08 PM I can understand your frustration! Understand mine! I almost died at 7:30 pm one night returning from teaching a FI split class with several students who did not get enough support or no support at all. The principal expressed to me that he expected me to teach 2 different social studies programs and 2 different science programs. ANYONE I talked to knows that this is impossible to do, especially in French Immersion when kids get no support at home and books are often too hard for students to read. I had to quit my job. I did it for me and did it for the kids. I was like a surgeon who is asked to operate on 5 patients with an old scalpel with 2 inexperienced nurses. Predictably, 4 patients would die and I would be reprimanded! Teachers are put in terrible conditions and kids too. I hope you have the openmind to consider the reality of this honest personal anecdote. I also wish you to understand that this is likely not an isolated incident. What will it take? A kid to commit suicide because he or she is not getitng enough support?Delete Reply hilarySeptember 17, 2014 at 10:29 AM It is incorrect to equate lost funding with what the teachers would have received in grievances. The two are not equivalent. The starting position of the BCTF was $225M, so they never expected $3B to resolve grievances. I'm also interested to know where you get your figures on overcrowded classrooms. A recent Globe and Mail article says that classrooms are, on average, smaller than the caps set in 2002.ReplyDelete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:36 AM The signing bonus should be roughly $2500 each: 105 million divided by 41 thousand.ReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:53 AM It is not that simple. The $105 million is to be allocated by the union. The term "signing bonus" has been crossed off on the signed document. Some of that money may be used to pay union debts. Don't know this but clarification would be useful.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:16 PM Just quoting from the CBC news website, "And finally there are details of $105-million fund to settle grievances stemming from the ongoing court case. The BCTF says that money will be given out as a signing bonus, with specific amount yet to be determined."Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:34 AM I think it would be smart to put at least part of it into your strike fund.Delete Reply WheelsSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:55 AM If the money is used as a signing bonus, it should be based on FTEReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:12 PM Yes I am sure it will be based on FTE. The question is how much of the $105 Million is actually distributed. This is up to the union, and I am told that it is yet to be decided.Delete GuruSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:44 PM And don't forget all the retired teachers who are entitled to a share of it.Delete Reply Geoff OrmeSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:18 PM In another discussion of this someone suggested that under BC Labour Law a no vote means rejection of the proposed deal, and that means the strike continues until either: - the union in question elects to stand down - another tentative deal is presented or - the government imposes a legislated contract. I think the last of these is the most likely, and I believe the legislated contract would be draconian and brutal. What do you think, Tara? Also, I would appreciate your thoughts on Sandy Garossino's comments at https://storify.com/Garossino/should-teachers-accept-the-contractReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:14 PM If this is so, in a few month (likely a couple of years), teachers will win so much more with a Supreme Court judgment! It is possible that the Liberals know that the higher courts are stacked by Liberal judges (that is what happen when judges are chosen, not elected). In any case, a negative settlement (or not a great judgment) will galvinize the public to reform the way the Supreme court judges are being chosen. I doubt that any govn't will want that to happen. A legislated contract will make the LIbs look like sociopaths and dictators.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:47 PM Peter I think you are expecting far too much from the public, many of whom are only paying attention to this matter due to kids being home from school. The public are not remotely this savvy on the political process.Delete Reply IslanderSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:09 PM I am a continuing education teacher. We have it even worse and we are not listened to enough about our poor conditions. Those include no prep time (and we do have to mark and do report cards many times a year sometimes and commonly for 30 students in a class), travelling to different schools with no compensation, and having next to no breaks in between 3 hour classes. I worked for two years with no lunch break and taught 6 hours straight (just 15 min. breaks) to be told, "don't complain since there are others who will do it". We then got 15 min. breaks in between classes. Most of our students are wealthy immigrants, many who try to stay in classes as long as possible since the classes are free. After spending a year in Germany, I realize how better organized it is where the immigrants pay to learn the language on a sliding scale, and have to pay for a student book as well for each class. We do not even have text books, but photocopy so much at tax payers' expense. This is not right. I then teach summer school since we were not on a 12 month continual salary and most of those students are also immigrants (at least 75%). This is also free and it is becoming so common and the new immigrants know this is free babysitting and tutoring. I think one main problem is that we have so many new immigrants in our classes who need ESL like this article states about our inclusion style of education nowadays: http://www.vancouversun.com/life/Shelley+Fralic+trouble+with+schools/10203596/story.html I am honored to be teaching and like my job, but it does get exhausting especially since I need two or three jobs to pay the mortgage that I now no longer have.. back to renting since it all I can afford in this city that has become so expensive. And many don't realize that it is very very difficult to get to full time work as a teacher here. There was a formula that made it take about 10 years to get to f/t (now finally changed). I have been without pay for 3 months, and now had to finally rent a place in anticipation of returning to work, so I have to vote "yes", but please keep the comments coming for what alternatives we have. Maybe we have to just educate the public in a better way than picketing; maybe get out and walk around malls and talk to people and hand out pamphlets on how this liberal government is hurting this. Most Asians (probably just the new who are from such a different system) are already against the teachers since they do not seem to understand what is going on. http://www.vancouversun.com/Business/asia-pacific/Chuck+Chiang+Many+Asian+families+place+blame/10202757/story.htmlReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:17 PM First of all, myn thoughts are with you! I think your ideas about using different strategies is smart. Picketing is not a very good strategy to let people know about things. I think using the membership to flood media comment sections would be more effective. Going to talk to the public might be a good idea along with this, I think. Phone the BCTF and ask for support.Delete Reply Marsha HolleySeptember 17, 2014 at 1:36 PM A teachers wife Vote no you have come to far to back down. It is a -----Y DEAL. ReplyDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:45 PM Ask yourself WHY teachers cannot get 1/2 of the average increase in salary of the private sector? (The Libs will tell you because there are sooooooo many teachers, but I also hear that there are provinces where there is a need for teachers!) TORONTO - A new study says that Canadians, on average, can expect about the same size salary increase next year as in 2014. Human resources consultants Pal Benefits says a survey of 401 organizations, mainly in Ontario, Alberta and British Columbia, projected salary increase for 2015 at an average of 2.79 per cent. That was almost unchanged from the 2.74 per cent average increase projected in last year's survey. Meanwhile, in addition to the average salary increase remaining relatively steady year over year, the survey found that the percentage of employers who plan to freeze salaries appears to have stabilized at eight per cent —in the same percentages as was projected in 2014. Breaking down the numbers further, the survey found the average salary increase anticipated in the engineering, financial services and high technology sectors was three per cent. That compared with an average of 2.5 per cent on the low end for organizations in durable manufacturing. https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.htmlReplyDelete "Mama Rose"September 17, 2014 at 9:12 PM I used to agree with you, Tara, and appreciate you bringing these items to your blog to get us all thinking. But after a very long night and day of research and discussion, I realize I will be voting yes tomorrow. Here is why: I don't care about salary or benefit increases. That is not why I went on strike. I don't care if this tentative deal is not good for teachers. That's not why I went on strike either. For me, the single most important issue is class size and composition. I want to work in a classroom where I have enough time and resources available to me to adequately help all the students I teach. And while it is true that this tentative deal will not change anything in the classrooms right now (or at least most of our classrooms), I realized that we couldn't actually make changes in that area because the issues of cs and c is before the courts. When I made that connection and realized that this round of bargaining was really about a "good enough" agreement regarding wages, then the deal seems, well... good enough. BUT, the best part, is the language the BCTF legal team made around the furture court decision (the re-opener). They have it in writing that if we win the court case (which is likely) and when we have to start bargaining class size and comp again (that is exactly what Justice Susan Griffin said we would have to do) we will be STARTING from the 2002 levels. To make this simple to understand, I explained it to my friends using a number line. With this new language, the BCTF starts the next round of bargaining at say a 50. The government will want us to go to 10 or 15, and we'll compromise and end up maybe 25. But WITHOUT that language, we would have started bargaining at a 10 and only gone down from there. So I do believe it is the best deal possible, it still factors in the biggest issue (from my perspective), we do not lose the important gains of the past, and most importantly, everyone gets to go back to school.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 PM Mam Rose, I appreciate your point of view and your courage. However, let me point out to you and the readers that a decision at the BC supreme court might not turn out the way teachers anticipate. We all know that judges are appointed and who does the appointing? "All justices of the BCSC (including the position of Chief Justice and Associate Chief Justice) are appointed by the federal cabinet, on recommendation of the Minister of Justice. Masters are appointed by the provincial cabinet, on recommendation of the Attorney General in consultation with the Chief Justice." (Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Supreme_Court_of_British_Columbia) Now, I would like to think that all of those people are objective, but they are appointed and we know that there are political appointments. They have a lot of discretion over the laws and judgments. I am willing to bet that the BC Liberals do know this and are betitng the farm (or do they know something we don't know) that the Supreme Courts are stacked against teachers? So, I am not sure if we can count on a WIN if we proceed with the court ruling. I think we would be better to negotiate and negotiate a better deal.Delete Reply retaSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:57 AM Yes...no...yes...no...The last two days have been this. I’ve read so many articles and comments over the past few months and, I can say, I have learned a lot. I know this is not a great deal for teachers right now. I will be voting yes. This is why… 1. The children. Without going into the multiple issues (e.g., grad, post secondary, trades, sports, global education/trips, planned activities, those with varying degrees of special needs, those that need a soft place to land, etc., etc.) the children need to get on with their education. 2. The parents. For many parents, this strike is a financial burden. We do not like to be called baby sitters, but for many living below the poverty line, school is a financial relief. Winter is coming; gas bills will be expensive. 3. Poverty. Remember, BC has the highest child poverty rate in Canada. Schools feed and clothe numerous children. 4. The other systems educators work collaboratively with. MFCD, CYMH, foster parents, group homes, and the multitude of non-profit agencies that support vulnerable children and families are bursting at the seams. We are a part of that team. 5. CUPE. While some have been paid during this strike, that money is coming from districts. It was not provided by the government. And, CUPE is a partner in education - from the bus drivers to the tech dept to custodians to secretaries to EAs and so on. 6. Small Businesses. In our little towns, the school district is the number one employer. There is a direct cause-effect relationship between loss of wage and loss of business. 7. Money. The amount of money that is needed to reverse the erosion of the public education system over numerous years cannot be recouped in one sitting. This agreement is a start. It’s not much but the stage has been set. 8. THE COURT CASE. That is why we were on strike. All the other stuff could have been resolved months ago, but our government was working hard to make the court case go away. Well, it still exists. I consider that the victory. We live to fight another day (as rhetorical as that sounds) AND I hope people actually read the ruling and think critically about how a loss could impact the future of the Charter of Rights, and the power of government to contravene those rights. I am guessing we will vote to ratify as so many fear “what’s next?” from this government. It’s nasty business, and I think legislation would be next. VALUING PUBLIC EDUCATION needs to come from a STRONG, CONSISTENT public voice. If we do ratify the agreement, and those in the profession and public think we've given up, we have not. We’ve been fighting for years. We just haven’t been heard… until now. ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:21 AM I understand your point of view, but sometimes you have to fight to get what you want. This is a VERY bad deal, considering: Other people get on average 2.5% salary increases last year and this year and the next and the rest of us get 1% and must feel happy if we do.? (https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html) THIS DEAL is a horrendously BAD deal for kids/parents as well, of course. We are going to continue to be humiliated and be the laughing stock of many people of this province. After a decade of paycuts, WOW, this is what they are willing to offer! WOW! WOW! WOW!Delete Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:30 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Reply Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:37 PM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:08 PM Let's cross our fingers! I think we need a general strike by all unions if CC legislates teachers back. It is time to put the foot down and tell her and the Liberals that, as in the movie Network,"I am mad as hell and I won't take it anymore!"Delete Reply Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 8:26 PM Needs help on some stats for an online debate Looking for the last 10 or 15 years of contractual salary increases in %. So, 1% for 2001, 0% for 2002,...ReplyDelete Children FirstSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:00 PM Well it's all done now. Really hope the teacher's can find another angle to deal with class size and composition as well as student funding. The government will make sure the coming court case never swings your way no matter what. 2nd most expensive place to live in the the world!!! Wonder why and where the money goes??? ReplyDelete AnonSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 PM I'm an outsider, but have followed closely this whole fiasco and this is a RAW deal. Your union hung you out to dry on this one - taking a really bad deal (clearly no one from the BCTF had rudimentary math skills in their toolbox) and then publicly encouraging to the media that teachers accept the deal....what choice did you have - a no vote would have outraged the public. I could go on and on, but the bottom line, in my opinion, is that your union better get some stronger leaders who are PR and technology savvy. Out with Iker and the rest of those who bargained on your behalf - they just got ......well , we know that happened. Whew, can't even believe how screwed you got, absolutely amazing - nothing meaningful gained in the big picture and only very minor gains for a small group of people, bigger losses for the majority.. Wow - I better stop now. Best of luck. Thanks for all you do for our children. ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ▼  September (9) Reflections on the BC Teacher Strike BC Teacher strike - Lessons learned Response to Sandy Garossino Will the Education Fund improve classroom conditio... Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Class composition: a human rights perspective Class size and composition - a short visual histor... Guest post - I WILL HOLD THE LINE Teachers - let your leadership know it is time to ... ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11498,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 19, Number 5, March 2007 At the heart of art by Joy Silver Do any of you, as I have, feel inadequately trained and experienced to teach good art lessons that meet the goals of the primary visual arts curriculum? Perhaps my efforts to change this situation for myself can help you to feel just fine teaching about the heart of art. I had the privilege one summer of participating in a week-long elementary art education institute in my school district. The mini-workshops were presented by colleagues who are artists in their own right, and who knew the challenges generalist teachers were having in meeting the new visual arts learning outcomes. Many of us didn’t know art vocabulary, could not identify the elements of art and didn’t know how to engage students in looking at, describing, and appreciating works of art. In that one week, I was on my way to feeling comfortable doing my own art exploration. I got a good sense of how I could make art education more authentic for my students. At the summer institute, we worked with the theme Earth, Air, Fire, and Water, and looked at traditional, impressionistic, and contemporary works of art to discover the art elements. We explored with salt and ice to make clouds, we did fabric art and we talked a lot about the fire that stirred in the spirit of artists to make images of their environments, their emotions, and their visions with their own unique visual expression. One particular mini-workshop focussed on some of the Impressionist and Post-Impressionist artists of the late 19th and early 20th Century. The history of this artistic ground-breaking style was absorbing. The invitations to paint or create in the style of one of these artists helped me begin a serious exploration of art technique and of understanding how to look at and appreciate an artists image. The experience liberated me to start looking at art with young children. Over the ensuing years, I became comfortable taking other visual art workshops that included the use of literature for artistic expression, the symbolism of masks, and the creation of simple theatrical props. Finding supporting resources became a passion with me. Funnily enough, it was at this time that the most prolific and available resources started showing up in book stores and school libraries, especially books on famous Impressionist artists for the elementary-age students. It is likely that you will find them in your school library. If you don’t find them, ask to have them to be put on your school wish list. I found the books treasure troves of fun, information, and inspiration to launch into a study of an artist’s work. And, they are great tools to get the students thinking about their own art ideas and exploring specific colour and brushstroke techniques. In the case of Henri Matisse, your students can be inspired to create colourful cut-out collages. You will find a resource list following this journal article of useful lesson strategies that explore the world of visual art in general and specifically the work of Impressionist masters Emily Carr and Henri Matisse. Joy Silver is a retired Coquitlam primary teacher. For information about lesson ideas, visit the BC Primary Teachers’ Association web site at bctf.ca/psas/BCPTA. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "#FunFriday Fact: #BC has the highest small business employment in Canada. October is Small Business Month! Check out: http://t.co/20bcLmlvFP" @bcliberals - 03:55pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141006,globalnews.ca,http://globalnews.ca/tag/bc-teachers-strike/util/querystring,BC Teachers Strike | News, Videos & Articles Your Region: National BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg On TV: Global National Sections National National sections Locals Local sections Watch Watch sections Search Canada Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released Sections Health Money Consumer Tech Entertainment Environment Science Lifestyle Sports Featured Canada World Politics Investigations Canada Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released Your Region National Change BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Health Money Consumer Tech Entertainment Environment Science Lifestyle Sports Jump to a Region National BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Man trying to reach Bermuda in inflatable bubble rescued by Coast Guard Schedule NowGlobal National 7:00pmEntertainment Tonight More Programs Global National The West Block 16x9 The Morning Show More Personalities Dawna Friesen Carolyn Jarvis Liza Fromer Tom Clark More News Major snowfall covers N. Manitoba Entertainment ‘Gone Girl’ wins weekend box office News Journalist with Ebola arrives at US hospital Canada Quebecor sells off Sun newspaper chain News Crowdfunded bus debuts in Toronto Entertainment Depardieu reveals past as escort, thief Canada MPs debate motion for airstrikes in Iraq Sports NBA extends television deals for 9 years Trending Maple Syrup Heist Hong Kong protests Iraq crisis Luka Magnotta Ebola outbreak enterovirus D68 Ukraine Retail Wars http://globalnews.ca/tag/bc-teachers-strike/"> News Live blog Daycare Options Wages Class Size What is E80? Class Composition Video Latest BC Teachers Strike Videos 02:08 News Hour BC Inner city teacher turns to crowdfunding for needy kids 01:59 News Hour BC Back to school, three weeks late 01:27 News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Will the school year be extended? 02:39 Noon News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: What can kids expect? 02:19 News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Results of the vote tonight 05:03 Noon News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Teachers voting today 04:12 News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Big questions remain 10:13 BC 1 BC teachers dispute: Union leader Jim Sinclair weighs in on deal 03:10 Noon News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: BCTF urged to vote yes 03:11 News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Deal details 01:44 News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Deal reaction 01:44 News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Back to school shopping 01:57 News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Finally, a tentative deal 06:59 BC 1 BC teachers dispute: Is it a good deal? 05:21 BC 1 BC teachers deal: Is the new deal affordable? 06:34 BC 1 BC teachers dispute: What will the school year look like? 15:57 News Hour BC Press conference: BCTF president Jim Iker on tentative deal 02:11 Global National BC teachers strike: Tentative deal reached, school may start Monday 15:20 News Hour BC Press conference: Premier Christy Clark and Peter Fassbender on tentative deal 06:31 BC 1 BC teachers dispute: Press conference review Latest BC Teachers Strike News Global News October 5, 2014 10:07 pm Coquitlam teachers fighting over pay Lori Leonard thought the protests were behind her, but the Coquitlam teacher is dusting off her picket sign once again. Continue reading → BC 1 September 27, 2014 2:02 pm Cheques for school strike money to be mailed in late October Cheques for the $40 a day promised to parents of children aged 12 and under during the education dispute will be mailed out in late October. Continue reading →   What is this? Branded content is written by or on behalf of our sponsor and not by Global News' editorial staff. If you'd like to learn more... What is this ? X What is this? Branded content is written by or on behalf of our sponsor and not by Global News' editorial staff. If you'd like to learn more... More stories below Global News September 24, 2014 1:34 am Children at Silverdale Elementary return to class in middle of construction site Students at Silverdale Elementary, a small school in Mission, have started off their year on a construction site. Continue reading → BC 1 September 22, 2014 7:50 pm Elementary school teacher sets up crowdfunding page for classroom supplies For teachers, going back to school also comes at a cost. Continue reading → BC 1 September 22, 2014 8:10 am BC teachers’ strike: Will the school year be extended? Public school students will be back in classrooms across B.C. on Monday amid lingering questions about how the education dispute will affect the school year. Continue reading → BC 1 September 20, 2014 1:36 pm B.C. students getting ready to go back to school on Monday Shoppers are expected to be out in droves this weekend across B.C., stocking up on school supplies. Continue reading →   What is this? Branded content is written by or on behalf of our sponsor and not by Global News' editorial staff. If you'd like to learn more... What is this ? X What is this? Branded content is written by or on behalf of our sponsor and not by Global News' editorial staff. If you'd like to learn more... BC 1 September 17, 2014 7:23 pm B.C. teachers ponder tentative deal ahead of vote The initial euphoria of getting a negotiated deal in the bitter B.C. teachers’ strike has worn off and now more than 40,000 union members are tallying their wins and losses before voting on the contract. Continue reading → BC 1 September 17, 2014 2:00 pm Questions about Pro-D Days in B.C. as tentative deal reached in dispute But for school districts that have Pro-D Days scheduled for Monday, many are wondering if those will be rescheduled or cancelled so the kids and teachers can get back in the classroom as soon as possible. Continue reading → More stories below BC 1 September 17, 2014 8:30 am Teachers to vote on tentative deal on Thursday: the details Here is what is known about the tentative six-year deal between the BCTF and government that teachers will vote on this Thursday Continue reading → Global News September 16, 2014 10:49 pm Full text of communication to teachers from the BCTF Read the full text of the e-mail that the BCTF sent to B.C. teachers today after the announcement of a tentative deal. Continue reading → Load More Popular Now Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released 20224 How does Ebola spread? 5 things you need to know 18659 Accused Madeleine McCann Twitter troll found dead 9985 Ebola: 5 reasons why an outbreak is highly unlikely in Canada 7298 UPDATE: What’s the best, cheapest Canadian cellphone plan out there? 5891 Featured Content Canada Ebola: 5 reasons why an outbreak is highly unlikely in Canada What are the chances of an Ebola outbreak taking off in Canada? It isn’t likely, according to experts. And here are a number of reasons why. Continue reading → Environment Are we in the midst of a mass extinction? There have been 5 mass extinctions — the loss of 75 per cent or more of the world’s species — in Earth’s history. Scientists now believe that we are at the early stages of the sixth. Continue reading → Health Lab-grown penises may soon be ‘ready for testing’ on humans Researchers in North Carolina say penises grown in laboratories could “soon be ready for human testing,” offering hope for men who have had traumatic injuries or penile cancer. Continue reading → Canada Meet Rachel Parent — the teen fighting for GMO labelling in Canada Rachel Parent is a 15-year-old activist. Her goal: mandatory labelling in Canada of all genetically modified organisms, or GMOs that are found as ingredients in food. Continue reading → Canada Abandoned puppies on the mend Twenty hungry, cold and flea-infested puppies found in a Saskatchewan field are now being nursed back to health at Battleford’s Humane Society. Continue reading → Science Everything you need to know about Wednesday’s lunar eclipse On Oct. 8, Canada will be treated to its second lunar eclipse of the year. Find out what you can expect. Continue reading → Canada Can homegrown food win the climate change war? Wondering what’s the single most effective way to combat climate change? Plant a garden. Continue reading → Canada 16×9: An investigation into illegal lumber Timber thieves are stealing wood from the Russian Far East, processing it in China and then shipping it to North America, a 16×9 investigation has found. Continue reading → Highlights Hounds of Parliament: As commuting cyclist and budget watchdog, Frechette must make his presence known Frechette draws a line distinguishing his personality as a cyclist and as the parliamentary budget officer. But surely there’s a parallel between the assertive man he is on a bike and in the role of PBO? Continue reading → Email alerts Sign up for FREE daily Globalnews.ca newsletters and breaking news alerts Email Address National Daily News National Breaking News By clicking on the submit button, I have read, understood and agreed to our privacy policy Twitter Follow globalnews 20 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews USA Swimming suspends #MichaelPhelps for 6 months glbn.ca/ClLU9 pic.twitter.com/nqC3dQ3NhL 20 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews Hillary Clinton: military action against ISIS “critical” and “essential” globalnews.ca/news/1600343/w… #cdnpoli 32 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews Boy left in car during church choir practice dies glbn.ca/ClKBB Jump to a Region BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Connect Facebook Twitter Google+ RSS Contact Us Global News About Us Privacy Policy Principles & Practices Terms & Conditions Copyright Shaw Media Advertise Open Data © Shaw Media Inc., 2014. All rights reserved. Follow Follow “Global News” Get every new post delivered to your Inbox. Join 3,820 other followers Powered by WordPress.com Shaw Connect Expand News Entertainment Entertainment Home Celebs Movies TV Music Living Lifestyle Food Home & Living Sports Money Tech Travel Breaktime Autos Watch TV Online All Sites Global Global News Food Network HGTV History Television Showcase Slice DTOUR ET Canada National Geographic Movietime Lifetime H2 DIY Action NG Wild Mystery IFC BBC Deja Vu Twist)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Thinking trades? Find open seats! http://t.co/Y5h0j9zPxq #findyourfit @ITA_BC" @Teresa_Wat - 03:15pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "The Best in the West! #GOCanucksGO " facebook/BCLiberals - Sep 29th Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=16804,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2008 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 2, October 2008  We need a parent boycott By Barry Dorval Every teacher in the province agrees with the goal of eliminating universal FSAs. The strategic question is how do we achieve that goal. Will a teacher boycott strategy work? No. Not on the basis of my conversations with my colleagues, and this is why: This action divides teachers into activists—those who support the teacher boycott—and dissidents—those who oppose it. Any strategy that divides teachers in this way is doomed to fail. This action isolates Grades 4 and 7 teachers and there aren’t enough of them willing to take this stand on behalf of their divided colleagues. A teacher boycott would be political suicide. Sadly, most of the public don’t fully understand our concerns. By refusing to administer the tests, teachers become the issue, not the FSAs. A terrible idea in an election year. This strategy would also be legal suicide. The odds are overwhelming that a teacher boycott would be ruled an illegal strike. We know how defying a court order ends, right? So, if a teacher boycott isn’t the answer, what is? Simply put, we must strengthen and refine our existing efforts to undermine the tests and support a powerful parent boycott. So far we have tried to convince parents to withdraw their children by focussing on the damaging effects of FSAs on kids and education. This has born fruit and we must continue. Despite these successes, however, the—I was tested and it didn’t hurt me—holdouts remain. Interestingly though, these same people are passionate about their neighbourhood schools. To reach these folks we must expose the motives of the Fraser Institute. Its public record is clear; the Fraser Institute’s goal is to undermine confidence in public education so as to promote market solutions to the problems they identify. The public must be made aware of the agenda of the organization that is attacking an institution they cherish. We have had great success in convincing parents to request exemptions for their children. Wonderful, except that these requests are now being ignored. Time for some tweaking. My son was in Grade 4 last year. I didn’t REQUEST anything, I stated a FACT. My son will not write the FSA. Period. Guess what? He didn’t write. And this year, neither will my Grade 7 daughter. I have the power because I exert it. Last year I shared my parental strategy at a small, PAC-sponsored FSA debate. At that school about one-third of parents (far more than were at the meeting) wrote similar letters. Their children didn’t write the tests and the results for that school were rendered completely useless (even by ministry standards). The parent boycott worked. The way to defeat this government’s FSA policy is not by engaging in a suicidal fight where divided teachers become the issue. If a boycott is to succeed it must be carried out by parents who are passionate about protecting their schools. Our job is to empower them in that task. Barry Dorval is president of the Vernon Teachers’ Association. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=10070,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 3, Jan./Feb. 2003 No more green meat! by Sharon Yandle As a union organizer of British Columbia hospital cooks, cleaners, kitchen, and laundry workers, I learned first-hand the connection between unionization, privatization, and the quality of patient care. I recall the cook in the newly unionized private hospital who’d been instructed to cook rotting meat that an ancient freezer couldn’t properly store. "Now that the union is in," she asked me, "do I still have to cook green meat?" I think of that cook as the B.C. government, immersed in the ideology of the loony right, tears apart public healthcare and parcels out its bits and pieces to the private sector. Enticing companies to take over hospital services, the government unilaterally gutted collective agreements and the employees’ right to keep the union. Private companies may now cut wages and end job security. Miserable wages and working conditions, however, will pale before what will surely happen to patient care. Not poverty-level wages but poor patient care moved privatized hospital workers to organize in the first place: the re-use of disposable syringes, paltry meals that could scarcely sustain life, cleaning detergents for patients’ baths, supplies locked up at night. I remember one tearful nurse’s aide trying to deal with a diarrhea outbreak with only plastic bags salvaged from the kitchen. Workers who were down to soup to feed their families brought, at their own expense, ointment for patients’ bedsores and inflamed skin. All those hospitals were inspected. But an inspector, as one told me, was like an interior decorator offering advice. Owners could accept or reject it, after all, it was their business. For workers, to complain was to be fired. And who would complain? The laundry worker rushing between two jobs as minimum-wage workers often do? Who would know the system? Who could afford to lose a job? The workers joined the union hoping that someone outside the employer’s power might weigh in on their side to improve patient care. They were right. When the cook raised her question to me, I raised bloody hell. We got a new freezer. No more green meat on patients’ plates. Unionization improved patient care, standardized jobs, stabilized a transient workforce, and enforced health standards. Privatization brings back the old logic of profit: cutbacks of wages, staff, food, supplies. Most Canadians, however, want the logic not to be some company’s balance sheet but the meeting of patients’ needs. Poorly trained staff, underpaid and overworked, will again become too vulnerable to question the quality of care. People with relatives in hospitals privatized in whole or part should check what’s being served for dinner. If there’s any meat at all, check its colour. Sharon Yandle, a former HEU and BCTF staff person, is a labour consultant in Vancouver. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/AdvocacyAndAction.aspx?id=5324&printPage=true,BCTF > Going to Victoria report, Kim Syer  	BCTF Action and Advocacy  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Advocacy and Action > Lobbying > Going to Victoria Kim Syer West Vancouver Teachers’ Association Kim teaches in West Vancouver (local #45) and is also a member of the executive committee of the Special Education Association. She lobbied MLA Joan McIntyre. The main points that Kim conveyed to her MLA were about the importance of public education, the need to attract quality teachers to the profession, and the impact of class size and composition on learning. Kim also talked with MLA McIntyre about the negative changes that have occurred since the learning conditions’ guarantees were stripped from the collective agreement. She explained the impact of the removal of the ratios that guaranteed the provision of adequate numbers of specialist teachers and the result of eliminating targeted funding for specific areas. The MLA’s main points were about the financial state of the province before 2001 and her belief that the Round Table on Learning is the forum for discussion of class-size and composition issues. Joan McIntyre said that she is a strong supporter of teachers and public education. She feels that the government provides a great deal of money to public education already. Kim described the experience as a little frustrating because she felt she didn’t articulate the changes to the system as well as she’d liked. She felt that there was a little too much conversation circling around the right way to deal with class size and composition, with both parties agreeing it was important. However, a real highlight for her was having the MLA’s individual attention for the meeting. Kim was really struck by the polarity that exists between the parties in the Legislature. Kim would like to suggest that a concise history of changes to education since 2002 be developed for MLAs, and that teacher lobbyists be sure to follow-up with MLAs after their meeting. Kim really appreciated this opportunity to actively advocate for public education.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8898,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, Number 3, January/February 2004 Britain provides glimpse of Campbell’s vision by Tina Anderson How will B.C.’s education system look in 10 or 20 years, given the current path of this B.C. Liberal government? We need only look across the pond to the crisis in the English public education system for a multitude of examples of the long-term effects of drastic underfunding and detrimental decision making. Since Margaret Thatcher’s neo-conservative program of privatization, deregulation, union-busting, and getting rid of all things public sector, Britain has been on a path of social and economic destruction. And nowhere in the country have her policies manifest themselves more drastically than in the public education system. From the masses of paperwork to the blaming of teachers, from the overcrowding of classrooms to the giant steps toward privatization, English public schools are in desperate shape with no hope of a future on their present road. These are lessons we must embrace and act on if we are to avoid the same fate in B.C. schools. The problems of the English school system are many, but all can be attributed to drastic underfunding. One of the largest and most concerning obstacles to the English system is the recruitment and maintenance of teachers. Given the demands of an extreme workload and little pay, few British citizens are willing to become teachers, thus creating the need to recruit internationally. When British teachers do enter the profession, many leave in the first year or less as they feel incapable of coping with the masses of paperwork and endless hours of preparation on minimal wages. The starting salary for a newly graduated teacher is approximately £17,000 ($38,000), a pittance to live on with the cost of living almost double that of Canada. The thousands of international teachers throughout the country, mostly from Australia and New Zealand, are mainly recruited through employment agencies. One of the few areas of growth in the British economy, these parasitic agencies were demanding anywhere from £1,000 ($2,300) for providing the name of a teacher to a school, to £30 or £40 ($69–$92) per day for every day an international teacher works. Prior to January 1, 2003, most international teachers were employed by agencies rather than the schools they taught in; however, given widespread abuse and the millions of educational pounds that should have been going into classrooms instead of feathering the pockets of people who contribute nothing to education, international teachers must now be employed by the schools in which they teach. Employment agencies recruit teachers from all over the globe, promising the world, and delivering little or no support once a teacher begins his or her job. Underfunding is camouflaged in bulk funding to schools. Bulk funding and having elected boards of governors for each school, rather than elected trustees for a district are two giant steps toward the privatization of the system. Bulk funding allots money to each school to administer as it sees fit, rather than a per pupil amount to the district, whereby district standards and regulations must be met. Operating like small businesses, the schools do their own hiring and firing. British public schools are forced to stretch every penny as far as it can go. Most schools do not replace teaching and non-teaching staff when they are absent; instead they reorganize existing staff for internal coverage. Bulk funding has also manifest itself in an intense and unfriendly competition among schools. That funding is directly tied to the English education system’s fanaticism about testing and league tables (amalgamated and published test scores), which has forced teachers, particularly in secondary schools, to "teach to the test" rather than teach a well-balanced, engaging, and quality curriculum. Test results are published in the national newspapers so that parents can determine where to send their children; theoretically, to the schools with the highest test scores. The more students a school enrols, the more money it receives in bulk funding, creating have and have-not schools, mainly along socio-economic lines. Recruitment based on test scores has resulted in many students’ being refused at their neighbourhood schools. Teaching to tests is certainly not the only concern of educators in England. The dreaded national curriculum, which sets the educational standards across the country, has eroded almost all teacher autonomy from the classroom. While not so long ago teachers had the ability to teach in a pedagogically sound manner that looked at the needs of their students and allowed an engaging and in-depth study of interest, teachers in primary, for example, are now bound to a time-lined set of very specific units with a huge focus on rote learning: memorization, repetition, regurgitation, and worksheets. The national curriculum also mandates the necessity to differentiate students. That means segregating a class population into three identifiable groups: capable students, average learners, and strugglers. In most classes, teachers will prepare separate activities for each group, tripling preparation time; however, when teaching new materials and concepts, they target the most advanced group. Beginning in reception (a pre-Kindergarten program that is part of the public school system), this mandated method of teaching leaves most students who struggle far behind, from subject to subject and year to year, never having the opportunity to build on the very basics. With classes of 30 and more four- and five-year-olds, teachers have little individual time to assist those who require extra help. The students who struggle and have had few positive experiences or successes during their primary and intermediate years often enter secondary school laden with social and behavioural problems, so much so that secondary teachers complain they can scarcely teach because of students’ unruly and often violent and abusive behaviours. Such students drop out of school and have few opportunities for employment. Britain has the highest teenage pregnancy rate in Europe, and the highest single-mother rate in the world. The inadequacies of the British education system and the consequent difficulties of many of its students have resulted in an unprecedented blaming of teachers for the failures of their pupils (a tactical move by the British government to divert public attention away from drastic underfunding). Educators are forced to do a massive amount of paperwork in the name of "accountability." Every lesson in every subject is detailed on provided forms, identifying how the teacher will differentiate among the three groups and what the mandated objectives, starter activity, main teaching and activity, summary activity, and assessments will be. Educators spend more time writing out what they plan to do than doing it, with next to no time for actual preparation. The plan is expected to be posted on a classroom wall, and heaven help the teacher who is not following his or her plan when an administrator or OFSTED (the ministry of education’s notorious assessment force) inspector walks into the classroom. The weekly plans, term plans, term assessments, detailed incident and accident reports, field trip planning, care plans for students with special needs, IEPs, staff training and development records, parent consultation records, teacher evaluations of their teaching assistants, end-of-year subject leader reports, and anything else a school sees fit to document, burden the British teacher daily. Hence the need for an international teaching pool in England. Unlike their B.C. counterparts, British teachers have few advocates against the travesties in education. To ensure no opposition to her reign of terror on working people, Margaret Thatcher got rid of "closed-shop unionization" and she severely limited a union’s ability to organize and represent its members. Sound familiar? Unions were rendered almost ineffective, and among teachers, four unions vie for the voluntary membership of a workforce too overburdened with the day-to-day demands of their drowning profession and classrooms to devote any time to addressing the source of their crises: decades of drastic underfunding. The Campbell government is well on its way to implementing most aspects of the Thatcher blueprint, and already we can see some of those policies creeping into our education system. Teaching in England has been like looking into a crystal ball, and the future for B.C.’s schools looks frightening if we remain on the current path of this B.C. Liberal government. Tina Anderson is a Richmond teacher, currently on recall status. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=30164,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2013 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 25, Number 7, May/June 2013   First-time AGM delegates’ impressions We asked several first-time delegates to describe their AGM experience, and did they feel this experience encouraged them to become more involved with the union both provincially and locally, and if so, how? Jessica Bernhardt, Prince Rupert I have attended a number of RAs over the years but this is my first AGM. I have thoroughly enjoyed the experience. I am amazed at how democratically all decisions are made. The emotion in the room shows how dedicated all teachers attending are. Everyone involved is here to improve conditions for members and the students we teach. I love the debate that happens and the persuasive passion shown by many. My mind has been changed many times by poignant thinkers and speakers. The chance to meet members from other districts; to consider the problems and successes that their members and students face is also a great experience. Being able to see that we are all in this together is a very unifying feeling. I have been very involved in my local union since I started my career. Attending the AGM has definitely encouraged me to stay involved and continue learning more. I would love the opportunity to attend again, to be involved in improving working and learning conditions for all. Joanne Duran, Abbotsford The knowledge, the passion, the integrity. I am most impressed by our colleagues. Their willingness to increase our fees, when wages have not increased in years, begs me to wonder why. Contemplating complex issues, matters of finance and expenditures during Spring Break, whilst many others are lying on a sunny beach, helps me to realize the hundreds of hours that have been volunteered to making our union (our job) worthwhile. The experience has been eye-opening and engaging and Iíd definitely do it again! Yes, I would give up another spring break to understand the issues and decisions that are crucial to our jobs, our lives, and to the lives of our students. Colleen Dureski, Cranbrook At first I found the volume of noise, people, and activity awe inspiring, but as the meeting progressed, I was impressed by the strong voice of our members. The predominant theme of this meeting for me is one of respect for each memberís voice. For me the experience of attending this AGM has made me think that I have an obligation to my profession to have my voice heard as a voice for education. I feel one of the best ways to have this happen is through the voice of the union. For me, at this time, it is by working at a local level and continuing to support those at the provincial level. Allison Jambor, Vancouver Elementary Coming to the AGM has been an inspiring and invigorating experience. I have always been proud to be a teacher and attending the AGM has deepened my appreciation of my role. It is wonderful that we are leaders in social issues, addressing concerns from pension investments to ensuring that democracy within and outside the union is strengthened and encouraged. It is intellectually stimulating, listening to delegates who make you consider and reconsider issues with wide-ranging points of view. The quest speaker, Candy Palmater, was riveting as she told her emotionally charged stories (both positive and negative) with the education system. I used to wonder why people would give up part of March break to come to this event. Now I get it! Yes, I hope to return and will encourage others to come and experience the thrill of participation. Paul Klein, Campbell River I was overwhelmed at the sheer size of the event. It is wonderful to see the process of Federation business take place and be part of it. Yes, it has really helped me understand better how decisions are made and will make it easier to relay this information to others. Shauna Martin, Cranbrook It has been really exciting, a bit overwhelming, but overall very, very, interesting and informative. I am learning a great deal. Others in my local have been really helpful in explaining the rules of order and sessions. I am very interested in working for the union. I am currently a TTOC staff rep in my local. Other teachers have been really friendly and it is great to network and interact with like-minded professionals. I love hearing points of view on the issues. I would definitely love to experience another AGM in the future. I really appreciated all the helpful info I received previous to coming from my union rep and online on the BCTF website. The blue booklet ìInformation for delegatesî info package was also very helpful. Yes, I will become involvedónetworking and speaking opportunities, learning and experiencing rules of order, in-committee, etc. I am already interested and passionate about this work. I plan to continue to be involved locally and hope to be involved provincially in the future. Chloe McKnight, Vancouver Secondary I feel extremely lucky to have been invited to be a delegate. As a TTOC and a teacher at the beginning of my career, it has been incredibly inspiring and exciting to see the democratic process of the BCTF at work and to hear the passion from all my colleagues. While at times overwhelming, I also feel very supported by members and feel completely welcome to ask for clarification or advice on issues. My only criticism would be that it does seem like so much is squished into so little timeóa little more time to discuss issues (and socialize with members!) would be great. Absolutely, I will become involved! Attending this AGM marks the end to my fist year of union involvement. I have learned so much in this past year and am fully aware of how much more I have to learn. Debbie Paige, Prince George/McBride Valemount Having sat in some AGMs for brief periods informally as a UBC student, I was not unprepared for the process. As my previous experience was 30+ years ago, it was interesting to see that some traditions endure. I have enjoyed having the opportunity to be a member of my local ìteamî and get to know my colleagues better. I have also enjoyed having the opportunity to renew some acquaintances from other locals. I have been surprised to see the power of the political parties within the union and I am concerned that politics and the peer pressure of it can cloud better judgment. I will continue to be involved with the union both provincially and locally. Attending the AGM has helped to deepen my understanding of some of the issues. Robyn Wharram, Vancouver Elementary Thanks to the amazing support, education, and preparation from my local, I have felt engaged and interested in the topics that have arisen at the meeting. I feel so lucky to be a part of this meeting, and of this group of people. I was dismayed, however, at the amount of paper on our tables from candidates, especially since so much did not help me actually make a decision about who to vote for. I am as involved as I can handle right nowóTTOC chair, executive, TTOC meetings, staff rep support at my school, and local grievance committee! Amendments to amendments, bring it on!   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/mario_canseco/status/512104702105108480?screen_name=mario_canseco&id=512104702105108480,Mario Canseco on Twitter: "#4 – $40-per-day per child offer was unpopular, and not enough for parents to cover the real cost of the work stoppage. #bced @insights_west" টুইটার অনুসন্ধান অনুসন্ধান টুইটার খুঁজুন সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ ভাষা : বাংলা. हिन्दी Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন টুইটার-এ নতুন ? আজই যোগদান করুন » সাইন ইন করুন ফোন, ইমেল বা ব্যবহারকারীর নাম পাসওয়ার্ড সাইন ইন আমাকে মনে রাখুন পাসওয়ার্ড ভুলে গেছেন? ইতিমধ্যে আপনি কি টেক্সট বার্তার মাধ্যমে টুইটার ব্যবহার করছেন? অনুসরণ অনুসরণ করা কর্মসমূহ:অনুসরণ না করা অবরুদ্ধ অবরোধ মুক্ত মুলতুবি বাতিল Mario Canseco ‏ @mario_canseco ১৭ সেপ্টেম্বর #4 – $40-per-day per child offer was unpopular, and not enough for parents to cover the real cost of the work stoppage. #bced @insights_west প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট পুনঃটুইটগুলি ৪ প্রিয় ৩ ১০:০৪ অপরাহ্ণ - ১৬ সেপ্টেম্বর, ২০১৪ সম্পর্কিত শিরোনামসমূহ B.C. Teachers Strike The Globe and Mail @globeandmail Mario Canseco থেকে কোন আপডেট মিস্ করবেন না © 2014 টুইটার সম্বন্ধে সহায়তা বিজ্ঞপ্তি তথ্য বন্ধ মিডিয়াটিকে চিহ্নিত করুন এটি ইতিমধ্যে সংবেদনশীল কন্টেন্ট ধারণকারী হিসাবে চিহ্নিত হয়েছে। পতাকা তুলুন এটি সম্ভাব্যরূপে অবৈধ বিষয়বস্তুর ধারণকারী হিসেবে। সমর্পণ করা বাতিল মিডিয়াকে চিহ্নিত করা সম্পর্কে আরো জানুন খারিজ বন্ধ পূর্ববর্তী পরবর্তী বন্ধ একজন ব্যক্তির প্রোফাইলে যান সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ বন্ধ আপনার অনুসরণকারীদের এই পুনঃটুইটটি পাঠাবেন? বাতিল পুনঃটুইট বন্ধ আপনি কি নিশ্চিত যে এই টুইট মুছে দিতে চান? বাতিল মুছে ফেলুন বন্ধ রোধ করন বাতিল রোধ করন আপনার টুইটসমুহে একটি অবস্থান যুক্ত করুন যখন একটি অবস্থানের সঙ্গে আপনার টুইট করেন, টুইটার সেই অবস্থান সংরক্ষণ করে। প্রত্যেক টুইটের আগে আপনি আপনার অবস্থান চালু / বন্ধ করতে পারেন, এবং যে কোনও সময় আপনি আপনার অবস্থানের ইতিহাস মুছে ফেলতে পারেন। আরো জানুন অবস্থান চালু করুন এখন নয় স্থান বন্ধ করুন বন্ধ প্রোফাইল সারসংক্ষেপ বন্ধ আপনার তালিকাসমূহ বন্ধ একটি নতুন তালিকা তৈরি করুন নাম তালিকা বিবরণ 100 অক্ষরের কম, ঐচ্ছিক তালিকাসমূহ:গোপনীয়তা সাধারণ · যে কেউ এই তালিকা অনুসরণ করতে পারেন ব্যক্তিগত · শুধুমাত্র আপনিই এই তালিকায় প্রবেশ করতে পারবেন তালিকা সংরক্ষণ করুন বন্ধ বন্ধ এই টুইট স্থাপিত কর আপনার নীচের ওয়েবসাইটে কোডটি অনুলিপি দ্বারা এই টুইট যোগ করুন * আরও জানুন হুম, সার্ভারে পৌঁছনোর একটি সমস্যা ছিল। পরে আবার চেষ্টা করবেন? প্রকৃত টুইট অন্তর্ভুক্ত করুন অন্তর্ভুক্ত মিডিয়া প্রাকদর্শন বন্ধ টুইটারে নিবন্ধন করুন টুইটারে নেই? নিবন্ধন করুন, আপনির পছন্দের বিষয়গুলির সাথে যুক্ত হন, এবং তাদের বিষয়ে হালনাগাদ পান। একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন » বন্ধ দুটি উপায় (প্রেরণ এবং গ্রহণ) শর্ট কোড: দেশ কোড গ্রাহকদের জন্য মার্কিন যুক্তরাষ্ট্র 40404 (যে কোন) কানাডা 21212 (যে কোন) যুক্তরাজ্য 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM হাইতি 40404 Digicel, Voila আয়ারল্যান্ড 51210 Vodafone, O2 ভারত 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance ইন্দোনেশিয়া 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » অন্য দেশসমুহের এসএসএস সংক্ষিপ্ত কোড দেখুন বন্ধ নিশ্চিতকরণ)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=15202&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2008 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 20, Number 5, March 2008 Reported elsewhere... Provinces warn of ‘critical’ teacher surplus This story, by Janice Tibbets of Canwest News, adds more to the debate around whether or not there is or will be a teacher shortage. It reports on a "critical overabundance" of teachers in Nova Scotia and an excess of certain teaching categories in Ontario. In Toronto, there were more than 10,000 applicants for 1,000 jobs. But there’s also "a nationwide demand for teachers of technology and French, math, and science teachers." For the full story go to: www.tinyurl.com/2o4yok   Homophobic bullying in schools can and does kill This article, by Naomi Lakritz, of the Calgary Herald, looks at the devastating impact of homophobic bullying in schools in Canada. It reports that Egale Canada, a national advocacy group for gays and lesbians, is partnering with the University of Winnipeg to conduct a national survey, both online on a special website and in classrooms, to determine the extent of homophobic bullying in Canadian schools from Grades 8 to 12. For the full story go to: www.tinyurl.com/2emsbu   Parents blame mould, asbestos for sickness at school This story, by Cort Smith of Canwest, concerns yet another school with concerns about health and saftety. Some parents in Enderby, BC are pulling their children from the town’s M.V. Beattie Elementary School because the aging building is home to both mould and asbestos. For the full story go to: www.tinyurl.com/2d5ndj   McDonald’s to serve up high school credits This story in the Associated Press reveals that the British government is allowing McDonald’s employees trained in skills needed to run outlets for the fast-food chain to get credit toward high school diplomas. "Along with two other large companies, McDonald’s Corp. was given the power to award the equivalent of advanced high school qualifications as part of a plan to improve young people’s skills, said the Qualifications and Curriculum Authority, a government education regulator." For the full story go to: www.tinyurl.com/2u87xs – Murray Dobbin)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=29343,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > March 2013 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 25, Number 5, March 2013   President’s message  By Susan Lambert   In our year of provincial action, March is the month we highlight the role of non-enrolling learning specialist teachers. We’ve lost over 750 of these teachers since 2002. These teachers, from teacher-librarians to counsellors to learning support teachers and teachers of students with special learning needs, provide critical support to classroom teachers. The decimation of their presence in schools has contributed to the immensely increased workload of teachers remaining in the system. We need 6,800 teachers   I was shocked to learn last month that according to Stats Canada’s latest report we, in BC are now 6,800 teachers short of the national average student-educator ratio. We knew that Stats Can’s 2009 report had us short 5,800 but to learn that we had dropped 1,000 teachers lower was another blow. The figure represents the vast discrepancy between public school teachers in BC and our colleagues across the country. It also represents the herculean workload teachers in this province carry. And yet despite this enormous lack of capacity within our system, we still manage to stand our own on international assessments. We are still providing students a high quality learning program. But at what cost? The workload of teachers in BC has become unsustainable. We have such a dedicated workforce determined to give students their best but this effort simply cannot last. There has to be some relief soon. Learning specialist teachers provide services that both teachers and students rely on. Their presence adds to the quality of instructional programs and allows these programs to be designed to fit individual student needs. Their absence requires classroom and subject teachers to fill in the gaps and this on top of burgeoning class sizes. Teachers buying preps   Many teachers are trying to relieve this pressure by reducing their assignments. In effect they are buying their own prep time, going part-time work to survive. Some administrators are trying to relieve this pressure by hiring educational assistants rather than qualified teachers. Much of the LIF funding has gone to this expedient. SEAs provide valuable services to students and teachers rely on these colleagues to implement modified and adapted instructional programs to match student needs. But replacing qualified teachers with SEAs is not the answer. In fact this is a cost-cutting measure that exploits SEAs and undermines the quality of instruction for our most vulnerable students. Some administrators are trying to relieve the pressure by encouraging students (elementary students as well) to enrol in electronic distributed learning (DL) courses. I find this practice unconscionable. While DL provides students who are unable to attend face-to-face classes a crucial alternative, it is not instruction that can ever replicate the richness of a classroom. DL should never be encouraged as an alternative to regular classroom programs unless a student is simply unable to attend school. The ministry is trying to relieve the pressure on the system through what they call “decategorization.” While Universal Design theories (UDL) and Response to Intervention practices (RTI) are both positive trends to address the challenges students with special needs face in schools, this policy defines “$18,000” children (low incidence students with special needs) as financial problems to be solved. Uncovering this objective of the ministry’s “decategorization” agenda is of critical concern to teachers because we have been subject to unfunded educational change innovations too often this past decade. We know that programs such as UDL and RTI require funding to support classroom and school conditions that will allow and promote their implementation. They cannot be implemented within the current education funding policies of the province. Bad choices   Our current provincial government has decided that public education is not a priority. It has made a conscious choice to allocate funding to other priorities instead. Think of the enormous price we are paying for the superfluous hydro power from private “run-of-the-river” power projects. Think of the relentless dense advertising campaign we are subjected to on the radio and TV. Think of the retractable roof on BC Place. These are but a few of the choices our government has made rather than properly funding public education. We do not live in the third world. We live in a rich province in a rich country. We have what we need in BC to nurture a high quality public education system. We have dedicated, passionate, and highly trained teachers. We have a sound public education system that has never stopped evolving and improving as teachers, as lifelong learners, and researchers continually improve their practice and we have the means to nurture the system, nurture teachers in their work even in this economy. This government could make the choice to restore the capacity we need to truly “personalize” learning, but instead this government has chosen to rob the system of the funding it needs and then blame teachers. Teacher cuts deliberate   The loss of 750 learning specialist teachers and approximately 3,000 classroom and subject teachers is by design. As disheartening as this sounds to all of us, this loss is a result of intentional government policy. The policy called “Flexibility and Choice” was legislated through Bills 27 and 28 in 2002. It is a political choice of a government that puts private alternatives before public education. As I write this column, government has made yet another similar choice. It has decided to fund adult education for private schools. This, while adult education in the public system suffers from chronic underfunding and neglect. In March, we are highlighting the need for learning specialist teachers. In May we must highlight the need for a government that values the critical role public education plays in building a robust civil and democratic society.  Susan Lambert, BCTF president    Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/IssuesInEducation.aspx?id=5726&printPage=true,BCTF > Assessment FOR learning  	BCTF > Issues in Education  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Issues in Education > Assessment, Evaluation and Reporting Assessment FOR Learning Teachers do not simply assess students’ learning so they have marks to put on report cards. The main purpose of classroom assessment is to support student learning, not simply to measure it. Constantly assessing the learning of students in their classroom allows teachers to monitor progress and adjust their teaching accordingly. Assessment generally, whether it is classroom assessment or large-scale assessment like the Foundation Skills Assessment, has a strong impact on student motivation and learning, and on curriculum and instructional practice. The impacts can be positive or negative depending on the type of assessment. When there are negative effects from assessment, the negative effects are greatest for low achieving students, the students who most need effective assessment that will help them learn (Black and William, 1998). It is therefore important to choose assessment strategies that have positive impacts on student learning. The type of assessment that helps students learn is formative assessment. In formative assessment, teachers observe students, pose open-ended questions, set tasks that require students to use specific skills or apply ideas, and ask students to communicate their learning in a variety of ways. The results of this type of assessment are usually communicated in the form of descriptive feedback (written or oral) rather than in the form of marks. Students are given specific feedback about where they are in their learning, where they need to go, and how best to get there. Teachers sometimes call this type of assessment, assessment for learning to distinguish it from the summative judgments that are simply assessments of learning. It is necessary from time to time to do summative judgments of student learning; for example, in order to report to parents on report cards. However, teachers know from their classroom experience and from research that summative assessments do not improve student achievement, they only measure it. We know, from research, that effective assessment for learning can improve student achievement substantially, and that improved classroom assessment helps low achievers the most (Black and William, 1998). This is very good news for teachers. It is why teachers put so much time and energy into reflecting on and refining their assessment practice. It is why so much of teachers’ professional development time is devoted to assessment topics. It is also why teachers are frustrated that the government, ministry, school boards, the media, and sometimes parents, seem more interested in large-scale assessment than classroom assessment. Classroom teachers have worked hard to enhance the positive effects of assessment, e.g., diverse ways of showing learning, self-assessment, descriptive feedback, emphasis on goals rather than deficits, etc. Teachers do not want external testing to wipe out their efforts. May 15, 2006  )
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Touring a natural gas drilling rig with @MLA Mike Bernier, and Brian from EnCana http://t.co/AifdJ4H07b" @Teresa_Wat - 06:01pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12818&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2000 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 12, Number 6, April 2000 Gaining full bargaining rights by Ken Novakowski It happened in 1987. B.C. teachers gained full collective bargaining rights. And the grantor was a most unlikely politician—Social Credit Premier Bill Vander Zalm. The struggle for full collective bargaining rights by B.C. teachers was a long and arduous one, marked by large mobilizations of members in “expanded scope” campaigns, by legal and political actions like the Charter challenge and by momentous and even tumultuous events like the “Solidarity” strike of 1983. In 1987, we were the only sizable group of organized employees in B.C. and the only teacher body in the country that did not enjoy the statutory requirement that their employers bargain all terms and conditions of employment with them. And we did not possess, even with our limited scope, the right to strike. All that changed in 1987, a watershed year in the history of the BCTF. On April 1 of that year, the government announced two major pieces of legislation—Bills 19 and 20. Bill 19 was a piece of legislation that restricted existing rights for trade unions while at the same time including teachers as employees entitled to those rights. Principals and vice-principals were removed from the teacher bargaining unit with a clear “management role” defined for them. Bill 20 created a College of Teachers that was intended to certify teachers and also to represent the professional interest of teachers. Coupled with the removal of statutory membership of all public school teachers in the BCTF, this initiative was viewed as a government attempt to split the loyalty of teachers, creating a union “BCTF” and a professional organization “College of Teachers.” The labour movement was angry over Bill 19. And we were adamantly opposed to Bill 20. The BCTF response was swift and united. Four weeks after the legislation was tabled, on April 28, after a province-wide vote, teachers in every local walked off the job and shut down every school in the province to protest the government legislation. Rallies were held in a number of communities while thousands of teachers jammed into the Agridome in Vancouver to hear their president, Elsie McMurphy, square off against the Vander Zalm government for its attack on the BCTF. A month later on June 1, teachers joined the rest of the labour movement in a one-day general strike to protest Bills 19 and 20. When the dust settled and the legislation was turned into law, the BCTF faced a number of challenges. First, the legislation provided teacher locals with the option of choosing to be an “association” with limited scope and binding arbitration for resolving disputes or a “union” with full scope and the right to strike/ lockout. As well, with the removal of statutory membership, we were faced with having to voluntarily sign up teachers into the local and the BCTF. And the new College of Teachers loomed as a potential rival for the loyalty of teachers. In the most significant mobilization of BCTF resources toward a single objective, the BCTF organized and co-ordinated its 76 locals to sign up teachers into the BCTF and to opt for, in every local, the “union” model for bargaining. Teachers signed up into the BCTF in the range of 98%. The campaign was successful beyond belief. And when elections for the College of Teachers were held, BCTF-endorsed candidates won all 15 of the elected spots on the 20 person board. Teachers were in charge of the college, and ensured that its mandate would remain limited to the certification, recertification, and decertification of teachers and that the realm of professional development would remain within the purview of the BCTF. Faced with an outside threat to the profession and their organization, teachers reshaped and reformed their “union of professionals” into a new organization that would continue to represent all of the economic, social, and professional interests of teachers. As well, the public profile of the BCTF and its president, Elsie McMurphy, were raised to new heights through the campaign of opposition and mobilization. And we further strengthened our relationship with the labour movement through participation in the general strike. We then turned our minds to preparing for our first effort at full collective bargaining with the right to strike. What emerged was a system of co-ordinated local bargaining. Locals were the bargaining unit charged with the responsibility of negotiating a collective agreement with their school board. The BCTF developed the Collective Bargaining Handbook, with model clause language on every conceivable provision that teachers might wish to negotiate. Local bargaining teams were trained by the BCTF and supported by staff assigned to work with locals. Additional staff were hired to assist and new policies and procedures were put in place to support the new bargaining regime, including strike pay and assistance. The first round of full collective bargaining for teachers in 1988 continued to mobilize the excitement and energy of teachers that was generated in the sign-up certification campaign the year before. On November 28, 1988, Kitimat teachers began a 10-day strike before successfully concluding an agreement. Eleven other locals struck in the first round and others mobilized to achieve their objectives that became identified in the slogan “WHY NOT HERE?”. The important aspect of the experience of co-ordinated local bargaining was not that we did well—we did. What was so very important about local bargaining was the high degree of democracy and member participation in decisions and the process of achieving local collective agreements. As a Federation officer in the first two rounds of local bargaining, I well remember my visits to locals and the high percentage of members who attended meetings, took part in activities, and supported their bargaining teams in their efforts to achieve improvements in teacher salaries, working conditions, and professional rights. The stories of local bargaining in the three rounds before provincial bargaining was imposed in 1994 constitute an exciting and dramatic period in the history of the BCTF. I can see a series of articles shaping up on the history of collective bargaining for next year’s Teacher Newsmagazine. Ken Novakowski is the BCTF’s executive director.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/tdtu/call_out.html,Join the 'Smart Find' Call Out System Committee Home News Calendars Bargaining Executive Contacts Photo Gallery Smart Find Express TTOC Call Out system - JOIN THE COMMITTEE If you are interested, or know of anyone who is interested in serving on this committee, please let TDTU President, Cathy Lambright, know asap. The deadline for applications is February 26, 2013. The first meeting is March 1, 2013. The Union, (including BCTF), and the Board, (including a representative from BCPSEA) met February 5 and 6 in a “Step 4” (pre-arbitration meeting) on the issue of the New Smart Find Automated Call Out system. We have decided to do the following: 1) Forward this grievance to Arbitration 2) In the meantime, we have agreed to form a joint Working Group/advisory team, which will review this system and the associated problems. The Board has agreed to provide up to four (4) representatives including a teacher and TTOC's. The Union is seeking interested teachers and TTOC’s to sit on this committee. We are looking for representatives from all areas of the district. The meetings will occur Friday afternoons from 1:30 to 3:35, and the first meeting will be March 1, 2013. The committee will be dissolved no later than June 30, 2013. TTOC's will be paid for their time, and all members, except the local president(s) will be paid mileage. The mandate is as follows: Optimize the system to: 1. Meet all contractual obligations, agreements, and District practice. 2. Provide employees with fair and reasonable access to the system. 3. Provide fair and reasonable access to available work for TTOC's. Make recommendations regarding educating and training, with respect to the use of the system and its associated processes. Assist in the development of good communication between the District and employees about the system. If you are interested in this committee, please contact Cathy Lambright, TDTU President, or if you are in Kitimat, please contact Reid Nelson, the KDTA President. Please email Cathy at lp881@bctf.ca or call the office at 250-635-4659.)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet ""Everyone laughed when I said I wanted to open a button store" http://t.co/4AVIQWDBfB #smallbiz #entrepreneur" @naomiyamamoto - 06:39pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "#FunFriday Fact: #BC has the highest small business employment in Canada. October is Small Business Month! Check out: http://t.co/20bcLmlvFP" @bcliberals - 03:55pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8922&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, Number 3, January/February 2004 Underfunding a first-rate education system by Norm Gleadow I wrote this letter to the editor of The Coast Reporter, September 8, 2003, in response to the full-page ad placed by the Ministry of Education headlined "Funding a first rate education system." If you are a teacher, an administrator, a parent, a community member, or have anything to do with the educational system, then you will know from first-hand experience that the educational funding the government is allocating to schools is wholly inadequate. In our district, despite the best efforts of the teachers, parents, administrators, and the board office, we are seeing reduced bussing services, increased class sizes at the secondary and upper elementary levels, inadequate resources for supplies in the schools, almost no money to purchase textbooks for classrooms, fewer librarians, fewer special education teachers, reduced support for special education, less counselling, many split classes, and insufficient money for new equipment, equipment replacement, or equipment maintenance. The ministry said in the ad: "This year school boards received $117 million more than in 2000–01." This means that the provincial education budget in three years went from $4.73 billion to $4.85 billion, a total increase of 2.5%. Can anyone (other than Christy Clark and her Liberal colleagues) claim that an increase over the past three years of 2.5% represents a real increase in funding? During the same period, the inflation rate or CPI in Canada was 8.87% (Bank of Canada figures). So, if we have had a 2% reduction in enrolment in the province and an 8% reduction in the number of teachers, let’s be generous and say that the system should then cost 3% less that it did in 2000–01. Therefore, the dollar increase needed to maintain the system at the same level that Christy Clark has identified as "First Rate" would be an increase of 5.87% over the 2000–01 year. The system should receive $5.0 billion, or $150 million more than she has allocated. She is saying that in 2005–06, the budget will be $5.0 billion. By then, the system will be severely damaged and distorted. A system that was first rate in 2000–01 cannot continue to be first rate if resources allocated to it are decreased. The Ontario government, as part of its "Common Sense Revolution," rapidly introduced a new funding formula, reduced funding, a standard centrally defined curriculum, a standard report card, and province-wide testing starting in Grade 10. It emphasized greater accountability with fiscal restraint. It combined that with continual attacks on the professionalism of teachers. Sound familiar? Generally its policies have failed and stressed the system to the point where it is now scrambling to repair it. Our government is doing the same thing. Indeed, much of its agenda is a direct copy of Ontario’s. Unfortunately, it is not paying attention to the damage it is doing. We do have a first-rate system; but it is under siege. By every international measure, our students outperform those of almost every industrialized nation in the world. To maintain that costs money; it is an investment we need to make. Our children deserve no less. This government is underfunding education. Its advertisement in this newspaper was a deliberate attempt to mislead us all. Norm Gleadow is president of the Sunshine Coast Teachers’ Association.)
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(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/glenhansman/status/516666114898534401,Glen Hansman on Twitter: "@mccrearycentre You may want to comment on Health & PE curriculum draft: https://t.co/HuzcAzgOks Feedback: https://t.co/yGUHHbchO7" টুইটার অনুসন্ধান অনুসন্ধান টুইটার খুঁজুন সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ ভাষা : বাংলা. हिन्दी Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন টুইটার-এ নতুন ? আজই যোগদান করুন » সাইন ইন করুন ফোন, ইমেল বা ব্যবহারকারীর নাম পাসওয়ার্ড সাইন ইন আমাকে মনে রাখুন পাসওয়ার্ড ভুলে গেছেন? ইতিমধ্যে আপনি কি টেক্সট বার্তার মাধ্যমে টুইটার ব্যবহার করছেন? McCreary Centre ‏ @mccrearycentre ২৪ সেপ্টেম্বর Apply now! Our Youth Action Grants provide up to $500 for youth-led projects on improving youth health http://bit.ly/1xibtNw  সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট অনুসরণ অনুসরণ করা কর্মসমূহ:অনুসরণ না করা অবরুদ্ধ অবরোধ মুক্ত মুলতুবি বাতিল Glen Hansman ‏ @glenhansman ২৯ সেপ্টেম্বর @mccrearycentre You may want to comment on Health & PE curriculum draft: https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/curriculum  Feedback: https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/feedback-form  প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট ১২:০৯ অপরাহ্ণ - ২৯ সেপ্টেম্বর, ২০১৪ Glen Hansman থেকে কোন আপডেট মিস্ করবেন না © 2014 টুইটার সম্বন্ধে সহায়তা বিজ্ঞপ্তি তথ্য বন্ধ মিডিয়াটিকে চিহ্নিত করুন এটি ইতিমধ্যে সংবেদনশীল কন্টেন্ট ধারণকারী হিসাবে চিহ্নিত হয়েছে। পতাকা তুলুন এটি সম্ভাব্যরূপে অবৈধ বিষয়বস্তুর ধারণকারী হিসেবে। সমর্পণ করা বাতিল মিডিয়াকে চিহ্নিত করা সম্পর্কে আরো জানুন খারিজ বন্ধ পূর্ববর্তী পরবর্তী বন্ধ একজন ব্যক্তির প্রোফাইলে যান সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ বন্ধ আপনার অনুসরণকারীদের এই পুনঃটুইটটি পাঠাবেন? বাতিল পুনঃটুইট বন্ধ আপনি কি নিশ্চিত যে এই টুইট মুছে দিতে চান? বাতিল মুছে ফেলুন বন্ধ রোধ করন বাতিল রোধ করন আপনার টুইটসমুহে একটি অবস্থান যুক্ত করুন যখন একটি অবস্থানের সঙ্গে আপনার টুইট করেন, টুইটার সেই অবস্থান সংরক্ষণ করে। প্রত্যেক টুইটের আগে আপনি আপনার অবস্থান চালু / বন্ধ করতে পারেন, এবং যে কোনও সময় আপনি আপনার অবস্থানের ইতিহাস মুছে ফেলতে পারেন। আরো জানুন অবস্থান চালু করুন এখন নয় স্থান বন্ধ করুন বন্ধ প্রোফাইল সারসংক্ষেপ বন্ধ আপনার তালিকাসমূহ বন্ধ একটি নতুন তালিকা তৈরি করুন নাম তালিকা বিবরণ 100 অক্ষরের কম, ঐচ্ছিক তালিকাসমূহ:গোপনীয়তা সাধারণ · যে কেউ এই তালিকা অনুসরণ করতে পারেন ব্যক্তিগত · শুধুমাত্র আপনিই এই তালিকায় প্রবেশ করতে পারবেন তালিকা সংরক্ষণ করুন বন্ধ বন্ধ এই টুইট স্থাপিত কর আপনার নীচের ওয়েবসাইটে কোডটি অনুলিপি দ্বারা এই টুইট যোগ করুন * আরও জানুন হুম, সার্ভারে পৌঁছনোর একটি সমস্যা ছিল। পরে আবার চেষ্টা করবেন? প্রকৃত টুইট অন্তর্ভুক্ত করুন অন্তর্ভুক্ত মিডিয়া প্রাকদর্শন বন্ধ টুইটারে নিবন্ধন করুন টুইটারে নেই? নিবন্ধন করুন, আপনির পছন্দের বিষয়গুলির সাথে যুক্ত হন, এবং তাদের বিষয়ে হালনাগাদ পান। একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন » বন্ধ দুটি উপায় (প্রেরণ এবং গ্রহণ) শর্ট কোড: দেশ কোড গ্রাহকদের জন্য মার্কিন যুক্তরাষ্ট্র 40404 (যে কোন) কানাডা 21212 (যে কোন) যুক্তরাজ্য 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM হাইতি 40404 Digicel, Voila আয়ারল্যান্ড 51210 Vodafone, O2 ভারত 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance ইন্দোনেশিয়া 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » অন্য দেশসমুহের এসএসএস সংক্ষিপ্ত কোড দেখুন বন্ধ নিশ্চিতকরণ)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media last tweet "" @ - 12:00am Follow @ last post "" facebook/ - Jan 1st Like Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141006,globalnews.ca,http://globalnews.ca/news/1596488/how-does-ebola-spread-5-things-you-need-to-know/?utm_source=Other&utm_medium=MostPopular&utm_campaign=2014,How does Ebola spread? 5 things you need to know  | Globalnews.ca Your Region: National BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg On TV: News Hour Sections National National sections Locals Local sections Watch Watch sections Search Canada Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released Sections Health Money Consumer Tech Entertainment Environment Science Lifestyle Sports Featured Canada World Politics Investigations Canada Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released Your Region National Change BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Health Money Consumer Tech Entertainment Environment Science Lifestyle Sports Jump to a Region National BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Man trying to reach Bermuda in inflatable bubble rescued by Coast Guard Schedule NowNews Hour 6:30pmGlobal National More Programs Global National The West Block 16x9 The Morning Show More Personalities Dawna Friesen Carolyn Jarvis Liza Fromer Tom Clark More News Major snowfall covers N. Manitoba Entertainment ‘Gone Girl’ wins weekend box office News Journalist with Ebola arrives at US hospital Canada Quebecor sells off Sun newspaper chain News Crowdfunded bus debuts in Toronto Entertainment Depardieu reveals past as escort, thief Canada MPs debate motion for airstrikes in Iraq Sports NBA extends television deals for 9 years Trending Maple Syrup Heist Hong Kong protests Iraq crisis Luka Magnotta Ebola outbreak enterovirus D68 Ukraine Retail Wars Ebola October 3, 2014 6:22 pm How does Ebola spread? 5 things you need to know By Carmen Chai  Global News What is this? Sponsored content is written by Global News' editorial staff without any editorial influence by the sponsor. If you'd like to learn more... What is this ? X What is this? Sponsored content is written by Global News' without any editorial influence by the sponsor. If you'd like to learn more... WATCH: Officials are reassuring people the chance of a man, hospitalized in Toronto, testing positive for Ebola are slim. But, even if he has the virus, officials there is protocol in place to prevent it from spreading. Jennifer Tryon reports. TORONTO – U.S. health officials have meticulously retraced the steps of North America’s first Ebola patient, hoping to track down anyone who came in contact with the man after he fell ill. Story continues below Related Stories American cameraman working for NBC in Liberia tests positive for Ebola Woman confined to Dallas home after contact with Ebola patient Officials say 100 people may have been exposed to Ebola-infected patient in U.S. Canada prepping for potential Ebola cases This week, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention said that a patient is in isolation in a Texas hospital after he tested positive for the deadly disease. Four of the patient’s close family members have been ordered to stay home, and armed enforcement officials are even posted outside to make sure of it. Health authorities are also reaching out to about 100 people to determine if they had contact with the Ebola patient now in isolation. READ MORE: First diagnosed Ebola case in North America. What happened? While the medical community is working hard to remind the public that it has safety measures in place to prevent an outbreak, there is concern about how the case made its way into North America and if more cases could be reported. Here’s what you need to know about Ebola and how it spreads. You might not feel symptoms right away On Sept. 20, the patient arrived in Dallas from Liberia. He didn’t report any symptoms and that’s normal. Symptoms can take from two to 21 days to show up after exposure, but Dr. Joel Kettner said that it’s typically between six to 10 days. That’s a window of about a week to two weeks. Kettner is medical director of Winnipeg’s International Centre for Infectious Diseases. He was Manitoba’s chief medical officer of health from 1999 to 2012. The symptoms include fever, headache, diarrhea, vomiting, and muscle pain. In its later stages, unexplained bleeding could occur, too. By Sept. 24, the patient went to hospital reporting illness but he was sent home with antibiotics. READ MORE: Questions and answers about the U.S. Ebola case He’s been identified by U.S. outlets as Monrovia native, Thomas Eric Duncan. The Associated Press also reports that he’ll be prosecuted by Liberian officials for lying on his airport screening questionnaire. On the form, he answered ‘no’ when asked whether he had cared for an Ebola patient or touched the body of someone who had died in an area affected by Ebola. Days before he left Liberia, Duncan had helped carry to a taxi a pregnant woman who later died of Ebola, according to neighbours. Her illness at the time was believed to be pregnancy-related. At the time Duncan left for the U.S., it’s not clear if he knew of the woman’s diagnosis. WATCH: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention Director Dr. Tom Frieden says the chances of the Ebola virus spreading are low You’re only contagious once symptoms kick in Ebola can only be spread to others after symptoms begin. “You can’t share it with anybody. It happens only when it comes out through bodily fluids,” according to Jason Tetro, a Canadian microbiologist and author. Ebola grows within your cells, multiplying until you build up a high level of the virus. That’s why it takes time to appear in the bodily fluids. READ MORE: Canada prepping for potential Ebola cases “Even though the virus is growing within the body, during that incubation period there isn’t sufficient amount of virus to transmit disease to others until the illness is apparent,” Kettner explained. “It’s quite a fortunate feature of the disease – you can imagine if people are infectious without having symptoms how much more difficult this would be to contain the spread,” he said. This is why the CDC isn’t worried about his fellow passengers on the plane – it’s saying there is no need to monitor anyone else on the flight and didn’t reveal flight information. Instead, 12 to 18 people – including three ambulance staff who looked after him – are going to be watched closely every day for the next three weeks – the longest incubation period for the disease.   (Andrew Miller/Global News) The virus is passed on via bodily fluids Once your symptoms kick in – the fever, the nausea and stomach pain, for example – you’re contagious. “Bodily fluids” refers to blood, vomit, feces, urine, spit, sweat, semen and even tears. Some bodily fluids have higher counts of the disease than others. Doctors say that the disease is hard to transmit because you have to be in “very close contact” with an infected person and his or her fluids. It’s not airborne like, say, the seasonal flu or the chicken pox, which are both highly contagious. It’s not as simple as touching a door knob with a sick patient’s germs, Kettner said. READ MORE: How health officials are responding to the Ebola outbreak globally “Just getting it on one’s skin is not necessarily a danger as long as you can wash your hands and get it off your skin,” he said. If you have a break in the skin – a cut, scratch or blister – the virus can get into your bloodstream by getting through the barrier the skin provides. It can also enter through the lining of the eye, nasal passages or the mouth – it’s here that the virus can get absorbed easier than through the skin. It can also be transmitted via sexual contact, objects (such as needles) contaminated with the virus or through the blood or fluids of infected animals and their meat. “It’s not spread casually. You won’t get it from the cashier when buying groceries or when you’re in the same room as somebody who is sick. You need direct contact and that means direct contact with someone’s fluids that contain the virus,” he said. How the CDC is handling its first case For starters, the patient is in isolation at the Texas Health Presbyterian Hospital. His close family is being forced to stay home – groceries are being delivered to their home and it will be professionally cleaned because officials suggest that the “house conditions need to improve.” The blankets and bed sheets the patient slept in will also be collected. Ebola dried on surfaces can surive for hours – again, it’s not a risk to handle soiled clothing or bed sheets, but if you’re not wearing gloves, then touching your nose, eyes or mouth, there is a risk of infection. READ MORE: Family that hosted Ebola patient confined to home When the patient was initially screened, a nurse concluded he had a common virus and discharged him even though he said he had travelled to West Africa. That hint about his travel history wasn’t widely shared with the hospital staff,  U.S. reports say. It was a missed opportunity to put him into isolation – instead he went back to the ER days later when his condition worsened. “They sent him home with antibiotics, he showed up on again on a stretcher in an ambulance. That’s not how it’s supposed to work,” Tetro said. The CDC sent a team to the airport in the Liberian capital, Monrovia, on Wednesday to make sure health officials there are screening passengers properly. All people travelling from the outbreak zone are supposed to be checked for fever and asked about their travel history before being allowed to leave. Plastic buckets filled with chlorinated water for hand-washing are present throughout the airport. “There were no signs of any disease when the gentleman boarded the flight,” said Dr. Tom Kenyon, director of the CDC’s Center for Global Health. “This was not a failure of the screening process at the airport.” Here’s how Canada is trying to stifle spread Both Kettner and Tetro say Canada doesn’t need to ramp up its security against the disease. Based on how the country’s already handled its suspected cases, Canada’s health care system is taking the threat of a potential case seriously. “There’s absolutely no reason to worry or to panic,” Tetro told Global News. “The fear we’re going to be submerged in a worldwide Ebola outbreak is an unbased fear that’s unlikely.  There isn’t evidence this is spreading beyond in a way that should worry people living thousands of miles away,” Kettner said. READ MORE: Why health officials say the Ebola epidemic won’t spread into Canada During an outbreak such as this one, there are special communications to and heightened awareness among health care providers. Patients are now screened for a fever, cough or trouble breathing. They’re asked a critical, telling question: have they recently returned from another country? The communication lines — between hospitals to provincial ministries, between provinces and Ottawa, and between agencies and the media to the public — are opened. Quarantine officers are at all of Canada’s international airports — Vancouver, Calgary, Toronto and Montreal, for example — and they work around the clock, seven days a week, according to the Public Health Agency of Canada. And then there’s the Quarantine Act, which would help in detection and management of sick travellers. It requires travellers to report to CBSA agents if they’re ill upon arrival. Airlines and flight attendants are also required to report sick passengers coming off of international flights. - With files from the Associated Press carmen.chai@globalnews.ca Follow @Carmen_Chai © Shaw Media, 2014 Report an error CDC Dr. Joel Kettner Ebola Ebola outbreak Global health Guinea Health Canada Infectious Disease Jason Tetro Liberia Nigeria Sierra Leone Carmen Chai Senior Web Coordinator Carmen Chai is a national reporter covering health and education for GlobalNews.ca. More Stories Canada First diagnosed Ebola case in the North America. What happened? Officials say 100 people may have been exposed to Ebola-infected patient in U.S. Toronto hospital testing patient for possible case of Ebola Crew decontaminates home where Ebola patient stayed in Texas Texas governor: Children had contact with Ebola patient in Dallas hospital Comments Popular Now Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released 20224 How does Ebola spread? 5 things you need to know 18659 Accused Madeleine McCann Twitter troll found dead 9985 Ebola: 5 reasons why an outbreak is highly unlikely in Canada 7298 UPDATE: What’s the best, cheapest Canadian cellphone plan out there? 5891 Featured Content Canada Ebola: 5 reasons why an outbreak is highly unlikely in Canada What are the chances of an Ebola outbreak taking off in Canada? It isn’t likely, according to experts. And here are a number of reasons why. Continue reading → Environment Are we in the midst of a mass extinction? There have been 5 mass extinctions — the loss of 75 per cent or more of the world’s species — in Earth’s history. Scientists now believe that we are at the early stages of the sixth. Continue reading → Health Lab-grown penises may soon be ‘ready for testing’ on humans Researchers in North Carolina say penises grown in laboratories could “soon be ready for human testing,” offering hope for men who have had traumatic injuries or penile cancer. Continue reading → Canada Meet Rachel Parent — the teen fighting for GMO labelling in Canada Rachel Parent is a 15-year-old activist. Her goal: mandatory labelling in Canada of all genetically modified organisms, or GMOs that are found as ingredients in food. Continue reading → Canada Abandoned puppies on the mend Twenty hungry, cold and flea-infested puppies found in a Saskatchewan field are now being nursed back to health at Battleford’s Humane Society. Continue reading → Science Everything you need to know about Wednesday’s lunar eclipse On Oct. 8, Canada will be treated to its second lunar eclipse of the year. Find out what you can expect. Continue reading → Canada Can homegrown food win the climate change war? Wondering what’s the single most effective way to combat climate change? Plant a garden. Continue reading → Canada 16×9: An investigation into illegal lumber Timber thieves are stealing wood from the Russian Far East, processing it in China and then shipping it to North America, a 16×9 investigation has found. Continue reading → Highlights Hounds of Parliament: As commuting cyclist and budget watchdog, Frechette must make his presence known Frechette draws a line distinguishing his personality as a cyclist and as the parliamentary budget officer. But surely there’s a parallel between the assertive man he is on a bike and in the role of PBO? Continue reading → Email alerts Sign up for FREE daily Globalnews.ca newsletters and breaking news alerts Email Address National Daily News National Breaking News By clicking on the submit button, I have read, understood and agreed to our privacy policy Twitter Follow globalnews 20 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews USA Swimming suspends #MichaelPhelps for 6 months glbn.ca/ClLU9 pic.twitter.com/nqC3dQ3NhL 20 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews Hillary Clinton: military action against ISIS “critical” and “essential” globalnews.ca/news/1600343/w… #cdnpoli 32 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews Boy left in car during church choir practice dies glbn.ca/ClKBB Jump to a Region BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Connect Facebook Twitter Google+ RSS Contact Us Global News About Us Privacy Policy Principles & Practices Terms & Conditions Copyright Shaw Media Advertise Open Data © Shaw Media Inc., 2014. All rights reserved. Follow Follow “Global News” Get every new post delivered to your Inbox. Join 3,820 other followers Powered by WordPress.com Shaw Connect Expand News Entertainment Entertainment Home Celebs Movies TV Music Living Lifestyle Food Home & Living Sports Money Tech Travel Breaktime Autos Watch TV Online All Sites Global Global News Food Network HGTV History Television Showcase Slice DTOUR ET Canada National Geographic Movietime Lifetime H2 DIY Action NG Wild Mystery IFC BBC Deja Vu Twist)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/gvta?lang=ur,Victoria Teachers (@gvta) | Twitter ٹوئٹر استفسار تلاش کریں ٹوئٹر تلاش محفوظ شدہ تلاشیں ختم کریں تصدیق شدہ اکاؤنٹ @ تجویز کردہ صارفین تصدیق شدہ اکاؤنٹ @ تصدیق شدہ اکاؤنٹ @ زبان: اردو العربية فارسی Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 کیا آپ کا اکاؤنٹ ہے؟ سائن ان کریں ٹوئٹر پرنئے ہیں؟ آج ہی شامل ہو جائیں » سائن ان Phone, email or username پاس ورڈ سائن ان کریں مجھے یاد رکھیں پاس ورڈ بھول گئے؟ پہلے سے بذریعہ ٹیکسٹ پیغام ٹوئٹر استعمال کر رہے ہیں؟ Victoria Teachers @gvta ٹویٹس 1,907 تصاویر/ وڈیوز 155 فالونگ 569 فالورز 967 پسندیدہ 161   مزید پسندیدہ فہرستیں @gvta کو باصوت کریں @gvta کو بے صوت کریں فالو کریں فالونگ ان فالو کریں بلاک شدہ ان بلاک زیر التواء منسوخ کریں Victoria Teachers @gvta The Greater Victoria Teachers' Association represents approximately 1500 teachers in SD61. We are a local of the @BCTF, a union of professionals. Victoria BC gvta.net اکتوبر 2010 کو شامل ہوئے 155 Photos and videos ٹویٹس ٹویٹس ٹویٹس اور جوابات Victoria Teachers retweeted BCTF @bctf  ·  19 ستمبر Results of 2014 ratfication vote: yes 86% (27275 votes), no 14% (4392). 31741 ballots returned. | #bced #bcpoli جواب 0 replies ریٹویٹ ریٹویٹ شدہ 438 retweets 438 پسند کریں پسند کردہ 121 favorites 121 مزید ٹویٹ ایمبیڈ کریں Capital, British Columbia Victoria Teachers retweeted Renay M. @renaymo  ·  19 ستمبر Whatever you decide, we are proud of you! @gvta #bctf you made #bced matter again. We won't forget. Thank you, #teachers #bcpoli جواب 0 replies ریٹویٹ ریٹویٹ شدہ 6 retweets 6 پسند کریں پسند کردہ 10 favorites 10 مزید ٹویٹ ایمبیڈ کریں Victoria Teachers retweeted Benula Larsen @BenulaLarsen  ·  16 ستمبر We knew he is alive!Elvis supporting Vic teachers on Blanshard. @bctf @gvta pic.twitter.com/pArhPBOpuu مزید تصاویر اور ویڈیوز دیکھیں جواب 0 replies ریٹویٹ ریٹویٹ شدہ 3 retweets 3 پسند کریں پسند کردہ 3 favorites 3 مزید ٹویٹ ایمبیڈ کریں Victoria Teachers retweeted Benula Larsen @BenulaLarsen  ·  16 ستمبر Victoria Teachers at Blanshard and Bay Wow!!! Spirits are high @bctf @gvta pic.twitter.com/vpXBLQySFY مزید تصاویر اور ویڈیوز دیکھیں جواب 0 replies ریٹویٹ ریٹویٹ شدہ 2 retweets 2 پسند کریں پسند کردہ 2 favorites 2 مزید ٹویٹ ایمبیڈ کریں Victoria Teachers retweeted Benula Larsen @BenulaLarsen  ·  16 ستمبر Victoria teachers fanning out on Blanshard st. Corner of Blanshard n Hillside @bctf @gvta pic.twitter.com/019VmmTNWn مزید تصاویر اور ویڈیوز دیکھیں جواب 0 replies ریٹویٹ ریٹویٹ شدہ 5 retweets 5 پسند کریں پسند کردہ 2 favorites 2 مزید ٹویٹ ایمبیڈ کریں Victoria Teachers followed chris bromige اور Vini @cbromige کو باصوت کریں @cbromige کو بے صوت کریں فالو کریں فالونگ ان فالو کریں بلاک شدہ ان بلاک زیر التواء منسوخ کریں chris bromige @cbromige dad, husband, educator @volimhvar کو باصوت کریں @volimhvar کو بے صوت کریں فالو کریں فالونگ ان فالو کریں بلاک شدہ ان بلاک زیر التواء منسوخ کریں Vini @volimhvar Educator in BC, mom, lifelong learner, traveler, hockey fan, art lover Victoria Teachers retweeted Bob Lilyholm @blilyholm  ·  16 ستمبر The King showing support for #bced down Blanshard @bctf @gvta pic.twitter.com/2w3FCWHCtb مزید تصاویر اور ویڈیوز دیکھیں جواب 0 replies ریٹویٹ ریٹویٹ شدہ 1 retweet 1 پسند کریں پسند کردہ 2 favorites 2 مزید ٹویٹ ایمبیڈ کریں Victoria Teachers retweeted Gregor Craigie @GregorCraigie  ·  16 ستمبر @gvta Pres Benula Larsen tells me teachers are happy BUT waiting to read fine print on tentative #bced deal. LISTEN: https://soundcloud.com/cbcvictoria/victoria-teachers-association-president-benula-larsen-on-tentative-deal … SoundCloud چلائیں مزید تصاویر اور ویڈیوز دیکھیں جواب 0 replies ریٹویٹ ریٹویٹ شدہ 4 retweets 4 پسند کریں پسند کردہ 1 favorite 1 مزید ٹویٹ ایمبیڈ کریں Victoria Teachers retweeted Gregor Craigie @GregorCraigie  ·  16 ستمبر IF #bced deal is just about wages @gvta Pres Larsen says "it would be shameful... I hope there's at least some extra $ for classroom #bcpoli جواب 0 replies ریٹویٹ ریٹویٹ شدہ 3 retweets 3 پسند کریں پسند کردہ 1 favorite 1 مزید ٹویٹ ایمبیڈ کریں Victoria Teachers retweeted Ben Isitt @Ben_Isitt  ·  16 ستمبر Congratulations @bctf on standing up for Public Education & reaching tentative agreement with BC government. Solidarity forever #bced @gvta جواب 0 replies ریٹویٹ ریٹویٹ شدہ 6 retweets 6 پسند کریں پسند کردہ 2 favorites 2 مزید ٹویٹ ایمبیڈ کریں Victoria Teachers retweeted Steven Toleikis @knowledgequest_  ·  15 ستمبر “Fully funded schools make strong communities” - Standing up for #bced public ed on Foul & Oak Bay, Victoria @gvta pic.twitter.com/YZOE58R50B مزید تصاویر اور ویڈیوز دیکھیں جواب 0 replies ریٹویٹ ریٹویٹ شدہ 7 retweets 7 پسند کریں پسند کردہ 8 favorites 8 مزید ٹویٹ ایمبیڈ کریں Victoria Teachers @gvta  ·  13 ستمبر Do you have your apple pin yet? Easy & cheap to DIY. Wear one close to your & carry extras to share! #bced pic.twitter.com/k8pfvQpqxl مزید تصاویر اور ویڈیوز دیکھیں جواب 0 replies ریٹویٹ ریٹویٹ شدہ 5 retweets 5 پسند کریں پسند کردہ 2 favorites 2 مزید ٹویٹ ایمبیڈ کریں Victoria Teachers @gvta  ·  13 ستمبر Class size & composition: the last 15 years in one little table by @taraehrcke. http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2014/09/class-size-and-composition-short-visual.html … #bced pic.twitter.com/BqLwQiek9g مزید تصاویر اور ویڈیوز دیکھیں جواب 0 replies ریٹویٹ ریٹویٹ شدہ 19 retweets 19 پسند کریں پسند کردہ 5 favorites 5 مزید ٹویٹ ایمبیڈ کریں Victoria Teachers retweeted Dana Bjornson @physicsfuntime  ·  13 ستمبر Today on the line: waves, honks, yogurt parfaits, 1 banana, nurses, & 1 music video. { @gvta} https://itunes.apple.com/app/id568780324  pic.twitter.com/72ejznKLxf مزید تصاویر اور ویڈیوز دیکھیں جواب 0 replies ریٹویٹ ریٹویٹ شدہ 3 retweets 3 پسند کریں پسند کردہ 6 favorites 6 مزید ٹویٹ ایمبیڈ کریں Victoria Teachers retweeted Ross Gilbert @rssglbrt  ·  12 ستمبر @gvta @bctf Picket Line Comment of the Day from passing motorist, "Don't you DARE give up on this." #bced جواب 0 replies ریٹویٹ ریٹویٹ شدہ 21 retweets 21 پسند کریں پسند کردہ 12 favorites 12 مزید ٹویٹ ایمبیڈ کریں Victoria Teachers retweeted Jason @JasoncormierMe  ·  12 ستمبر @globeandmail @keithbaldrey @bctf @gvta @glenhansman from Colquitz Middle School Victoria BC pic.twitter.com/3ldPZW9CzJ مزید تصاویر اور ویڈیوز دیکھیں جواب 0 replies ریٹویٹ ریٹویٹ شدہ 2 retweets 2 پسند کریں پسند کردہ 3 favorites 3 مزید ٹویٹ ایمبیڈ کریں Victoria Teachers retweeted Dana Bjornson @physicsfuntime  ·  11 ستمبر My best #bced #chalkthewalk so far! #mulletsrule { @bctf @gvta} pic.twitter.com/Pga1T2yTdT مزید تصاویر اور ویڈیوز دیکھیں جواب 0 replies ریٹویٹ ریٹویٹ شدہ 7 retweets 7 پسند کریں پسند کردہ 7 favorites 7 مزید ٹویٹ ایمبیڈ کریں Victoria Teachers @gvta  ·  12 ستمبر Thank you HEU! @HospEmpUnion @sookekidsmatter @SaanichTeachers @bctf گفتگو دیکھیں جواب 0 replies ریٹویٹ ریٹویٹ شدہ 0 retweets پسند کریں پسند کردہ 3 favorites 3 مزید ٹویٹ ایمبیڈ کریں Victoria Teachers retweeted HEU @HospEmpUnion  ·  11 ستمبر HEU RJH Local providing @sookekidsmatter @gvta @SaanichTeachers with $250 each to support local teachers. #bced pic.twitter.com/LSu2N24sjT BCTF اور HEU مزید تصاویر اور ویڈیوز دیکھیں جواب 0 replies ریٹویٹ ریٹویٹ شدہ 33 retweets 33 پسند کریں پسند کردہ 24 favorites 24 مزید ٹویٹ ایمبیڈ کریں Twitter may be over capacity or experiencing a momentary hiccup. دوبارہ کوشش کیجئے Visit Twitter Status for more information. بند کریں Victoria Teachers followed Victoria Teachers کی کوئی بھی اپ ڈیٹس مت چھوڑیں۔ Victoria BC · تبدیل کریں © 2014 ٹوئٹر ٹوئٹر کے بارے میں مدد اشتہارات کی معلومات بند کریں رجحانات خصوصاً آپ کے لیے موزوں رجحانات۔ رجحانات آپ کو اپنی دلچسپیوں سے قریب ہونے کا انوکھا راستہ فراہم کرتے ہیں۔ رجحانات آپ کے مقام اور فالو کردہ افراد کی بناء پر موزوں کیے جاتے ہیں۔ تبدیل کریں موزوں رجحانات رکھیں دنیا بھر کے رجحانات حاصل کریں ہو گیا برخاست بند کریں سابقہ آگے بند کریں شخص کی پروفائل پر جائیں محفوظ شدہ تلاشیں ختم کریں تصدیق شدہ اکاؤنٹ @ تجویز کردہ صارفین تصدیق شدہ اکاؤنٹ @ تصدیق شدہ اکاؤنٹ @ بند کریں کیا آپ یہ اپنے فالورز کو ریٹویٹ کرنا چاہتے ہیں؟ منسوخ کریں ریٹویٹ بند کریں کیا آپ واقعی یہ ٹویٹ حذف کرنا چاہتے ہیں؟ منسوخ کریں حذف کریں بند کریں بلاک کریں منسوخ کریں بلاک کریں اپنی ٹویٹس میں مقام شامل کریں جب آپ مقام کے ساتھ ٹویٹ کرتے ہیں، ٹوئٹر اُس مقام کو محفوظ کر لیتا ہے۔ ہر ٹویٹ سے پہلے آپ مقام کو فعال یا غیر فعال کرسکتے ہیں اور ہمیشہ آپ کے پاس اپنے سابقہ مقامات کا ڈیٹاحذف کرنے کا اختیار ہوتا ہے. مزید جانیئے مقام دکھانا شروع کریں ابھی نہیں مقام دکھانا بند کریں بند کریں پروفائل کا خلاصہ بند کریں آپ کی فہرستیں بند کریں نئی فہرست مرتب کریں فہرست کا نام تفصیل 100 سے کم حروف، اختیاری پرائیویسی عوامی · کوئی بھی اس فہرست کو فالو کر سکتا ہے ذاتی · صرف آپ ہی اس فہرست تک رسائی حاصل کر سکتے ہیں فہرست محفوظ کریں بند کریں بند کریں اس ٹویٹ کو ایمبیڈ کریں نیچے دیا گیا کوڈ کاپی کر کے اس ٹویٹ کو اپنی ویب سائٹ میں شامل کیجیے- مزید جانیے ہہم، سرور تک پہنچنے میں ایک مسئلہ تھا۔ دوبارہ کوشش کریں؟ بنیادی ٹویٹ شامل کریں میڈیا شامل کریں پیش منظر بند کریں ٹوئٹر پر سائن اپ کریں ٹوئٹر پر نہیں ہیں؟ سائن اپ کیجیے اور اپنی من پسند چیزوں کے بارے میں اپ ڈیٹس حاصل کیجیے۔ کیا آپ کا اکاؤنٹ ہے؟ سائن ان کریں » بند کریں دو طرفہ (بھیجنا اور وصول کرنا) مختصر کوڈ: ملک کوڈ کے صارفین کے لئے ریاست ہائے متحدہ امریکہ 40404 (کوئی بھی) کینیڈا 21212 (کوئی بھی) برطانیہ 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 برازیل 40404 Nextel, TIM ہیٹی 40404 Digicel, Voila آئرلینڈ 51210 Vodafone, O2 انڈیا 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance انڈونیشیا 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata اٹلی 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » دیگر ممالک کے لئے ایس ایم ایس کے مختصر کوڈز ملاحظہ کریں بند کریں توثیق)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=14662,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 20, Number 3, November/December 2007 Early-learning initiatives in BC steeped in politics BC misses out on a golden opportunity to get it right from the start By Noel Herron One-time book handouts to preschoolers, a drop-in program for caregivers masquerading as a genuine Head Start initiative, and to top it off the added embellishment of the minister of educations title with the add-on of Minister Responsible for Early Learning and Literacy. As in the recent case of Linda Reids (minister of childcare) recent booster seat for needy families fiasco, all of BCs early-learning projects to date are primarily designed for maximum political exposure with minimum educational or social benefits. Given the new StatsCan listing pointing to the dramatic increase in child poverty in BC and the premiers own recent progress board report showing that the province ranks near the bottom of the social indicators category in Canada (9th out of 10 provinces), the BC Liberals approach to early-learning and preschool programs is nothing short of cynical manipulation. Just over three years ago, the current provincial government wanted to slash the already inadequate provincial funding allocation to school boards for inner-city schools, only to be stopped cold by a coalition of angry Vancouver parents, teachers, trustees, and community groups. Out of BCs 1.1 million households, currently 177,935 are lone-parent families struggling to make ends meet. The fact remains that while one-in-four children in BC continues to live in poverty, Victoria continues to ratchet up whopping surpluses year after year. This should be of deep concern to the general public. In order to give the appearance of doing something on the social services and education files, this province treats us to a series of superficial gestures and so-called policy initiatives. Some of these are photo opsministers of education delivering new textbooks to schools, a minister of childcare (including the premier and attorney general) handing out booster seats to representatives of disadvantaged kids, plus the ongoing handouts of over-the-top press releases proclaiming that the province is becoming the "most literate jurisdiction in North America." With early learning in BC, its quite simply a case of crass politics triumphing over sound educational practices. The expansion of the Liberals blatantly mislabelled "Strong Start" preschool program in school districts across the province is the governments answer to its stated concern in the Throne Speech that, "currently 25% of children (in BC) are not ready to learn when they enter Kindergarten." Placed under the jurisdiction of local school boards to lend them a semblance of educational credibility, the three-hour-drop-in "Strong Start Centres" dont even remotely resemble genuine head-start programs in other Canadian or American jurisdictions. The cognitive boost in early childhood programs, so amply demonstrated in long-established, genuine, head-start programs with well-trained teachers at the helm, have been reinforced time and again in longitudinal studies in the United States (Head Start from 1965) and in Britain (Sure Start from 1997). With "Strong Start" in BC, stay-at-home parents (this excludes most of the provinces 170,000 single parent families), or grandparents must accompany their three- or four-year-olds to these centres during the day. In reality, these are limited babysitting services masquerading as early childhood programs for those able to attend. They are totally divorced from the contemporary working world needs of todays parents. (The current crisis in the availability of childcare spaces for working parents is yet another example of the gap between the real world and government policies). At the start of the current school year, an estimated 8,500 (of the projected 35,000) Kindergarten students entered our public schools lacking readiness for regular schooling. Experienced Kindergarten teachers tell us that many of these students have a limited vocabulary, a poor understanding of colour, letters, numbers, sizes and shapes, and are often far behind many of their peers. Their ability to listen and to follow the simplest routines is frequently a struggle for them. Sadly, their attainment gap widens as many of them advance into intermediate grades. At the start of the current school year, Hilel Goldman of UBCs Early Learning partnership called for "a pre-Kindergarten program that would be available to all BC children," to be put in place. Across the border recently, two leading Democratic candidates for the US presidency, Hilary Clinton and John Edwards, joined a chorus of early-childhood education advocates, governors, foundation, and social activists promoting the cause of universal pre-Kindergarten programs. Here in BC, when one compares the present faltering and highly politicized early-childhood initiatives with solid, long-term, national and international programs one quickly realizes how far we have fallen behind other jurisdictions. And, more importantly, how much we are short-changing some of the most vulnerable kids in our educational system. Up to now we have missed a golden opportunity to get it right from the start with our preschool kids. Pre-Kindergarten at Strathcona Elementary Pictured above is teacher Evelyn Tam with her pre-Kindergarten class in Lord Strathcona Elementary School, Vancouver. This is one of a handful of pre-Kindergarten classes for four-year-olds run by school boards in BC. (The Ministry of Education maintains no record of pre-Kindergarten classes, simply a listing of its recently established "Strong Start" programs.) The pre-Kindergarten class at Strathcona has been in existence for 16 years and, together with its all-day Kindergarten, comprises the schools early-learning program for this inner-city school. Principal, Jim Ion, views his pre-Kindergarten class as "the jewel in the crown of our early-learning program. "This class, with its fully developed curriculum, has been a tremendous developmental support to our regular Kindergarten program. The pre-Kindergarten kids are better prepared to learn, to socialize, and to enjoy school when they enter Kindergarten. Before taking the class, pre-schoolers in Strathcona are assessed by UBCs Dr.Clyde Hertzman as the least prepared for Kindergarten in the City of Vancouver. So our staff and parents greatly appreciate having this program at Strathcona." Noel Herron a former Vancouver principal and school trustee authored "Every Kid Counts," a history of Vancouvers inner-city schools. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/03/bill-22-and-class-sizeclass-composition.html?showComment=1333304527875,Staffroom Confidential: Bill 22 and Class Size/Class Composition Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Saturday, March 31, 2012 Bill 22 and Class Size/Class Composition Bill 22 eliminates all class composition limits. There is no longer a need to report or consult regardless of the number of students with an IEP in a single class. Nothing will now prevent Administrators from "clustering" students with an IEP into classes and nothing ensures they will receive adequate support or have access to adequate teacher time and specialist teacher time. In addition, the Bill removes class size averages, allowing for classes over 30 without having to "balance out" with some smaller classes. Now a District can have a high class size average and many classes over 30. The Minister has released the Ministerial Regulations regarding the "cash for kids" section of Bill 22. This section provides for additional compensation for teachers who are assigned classes over 30, except for exempted classes. The exempted classes are: * all adult education classes * all continuing education classes * all distributed learning classes * all work study and work experience classes * all specialty academy classes * all music classes including band, choir, instrumental music and orchestra * all performing arts classes including drama and dance * all Planning 10 classes * all board authorized leadership classes For these exempted classes, there is no limit and no additional compensation, no matter what the class size. In other words, nothing prevents these classes from being in the 50 - 100 range. Also, because this is a regulation, it does not have to go back to the legislature to be changed. The Ministry can add more classes at any time by writing a new regulation. This is just a bureaucratic task. The formula for additional compensation basically calculates a "cost per student" by taking the average teacher salary and dividing by thirty. So, if the average teacher salary is $60,000, then the cost per student is $2000. Thus, a teacher who has 32 students enrolled in a class all year full time would be paid an additional $2000 per student, which in this example would be $4000. The formula also only pays nine of the ten months of the school year (so the actual amount paid would be $1800), and does not take into account additional costs such as benefits and overhead costs. What does this mean? It means that for any given grade or subject area, it is cheaper for a District to overload classes than to hire additional teachers. If an extra 29 students can be spread around into oversize classes, that will be $2000 less than the salary of an additional teacher. Not until a whole additional class of 30 is reached does it become economically equivalent to hire another teacher. Anything less, and the cheaper option is to overload. Consider, for example, a school with 105 Grade 6 students. The cost of having three classes of 35 would be $210,000 (based on the $60,000 average salary). The cost of having four classes - three of 26 and one of 27 - would be $240,000.  Not only is Bill 22 likely to lead to increased class size, up to as much as in the 50's potentially, but it will also lead to fewer teachers. Consider the example above where the school creates 3 classes of 35 instead of the 4 smaller classes. This also means for the existing 4 teachers, now only 3 are needed. If you spread this across the District, a worst case scenario would see up to 25% of teachers lose their jobs. Now this is not likely to happen immediately, but remember that in the first year after Bill 28 came into effect, approximately 2500 teachers province wide lost their jobs - close to 10% of the contract teachers currently employed. Given that the budget for school Districts next year does not include an increase to even cover inflation, it is reasonable to expect at least 3-5% job losses, if not more. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 3:13 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 2 comments: Ian WenigerApril 1, 2012 at 11:22 AM So basically, there are no real class limits and there is some financial encouragement for teachers to enrol more students. Disgusting.ReplyDelete Keiichi MorisatoApril 2, 2012 at 12:42 PM Correction Ian, teachers don't want to enrol more students, it would be the bean counters who only care about budget that would want to overload classes.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ▼  March (12) Bill 22 and Class Size/Class Composition BC Liberals: You reap what you sow... From public to private: a subtle path What is this dispute about? Putting equity last, a... Walk out pamphlet - arguments for full withdrawal ... Teachers debate a response to Bill 22 Lessons from the US - when unions don't strike to ... Lessons from history - legislation and illegal str... How do teachers defeat Bill 22? Critical thinking and Bill 22 - A teacher rebuts G... What is this strike about? A moving letter from a ... Public education - Christy: it's about equality ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=30159&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2013 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 25, Number 7, May/June 2013   BC’s educators and artists build momentum  Teachers and artists across BC take part in the launch of Infusion Studio, a new professional learning initiative presented by ArtStarts in Schools. February 27, 2013, teachers, principals, community arts specialists, and visual and performing artists from BC, Alberta, Saskatchewan and Ontario participated in the first Infusion Studio, a professional learning series presented by ArtStarts in Schools. Infusion Studio is an extension of the Infusion: Arts in Education cohort program already under way at six schools in BC and is designed to support those interested in integrating the arts in education. The launch event—Momentum!—featured a full day of interaction between artists and educators, designed to encourage dialogue on what can be done before, during, and after arts-based experiences in classrooms and schools to maximize their effect and meaning. Participants explored various purposes, audiences, and processes for documentation that can position educators, students, and artists to make significant connections and derive greater meaning from arts-based classroom experiences. Many of the participants submitted examples of documented evidence of arts-infused learning in an array of different formats. These were showcased in a special exhibition called Momentum: Documenting Artistic Learning in the Classroom. One example came from Ian DeLong from Garibaldi Annex, who submitted a recording of the creation and recording of The Lorax Opera. Students in Kindergarten to Grade 4 participated in the project, creating a libretto, setting the words to music, creating costumes and props, and then orchestrating their compositions using Orff instruments. Artist Phyllis Schwartz displayed notes and an impressive mosaic photo collage that tracked the progress of all the students at MacDonald Elementary School, who participated on a clay project that she co-ordinated as an artist in residence. This project celebrated community while giving each student artist the chance to create a piece of great personal meaning. Schwartz’s submission documented all stages of the process as well as a celebration tea held at an exhibition of the work, demonstrating both exceptional levels of student engagement and the ways in which documentation can function as the heart of assessment in arts-based learning. In addition to this special exhibition, a technology museum featured interactive activities and displays tracing documentation practices and tools through the ages, from cave painting to film cameras to digital devices and more. These models offered samples of ways different technologies and mediums can capture students’ imaginations and lend themselves to the documentation process. Speakers, artists, and educators shared their work and experience, as well as their strategies for transforming classrooms and hallways into art galleries. There were also afternoon breakout sessions that encouraged lively discussion and presentations around how to make the most of arts-based encounters in schools. “I met so many inspiring creators, and felt motivated to document future artistic processes,” said professional artist Megan Carty. “It was very special to have so many ideas pooled together.” Teacher Charity Peal expressed that she felt thoroughly enthused and re-energized by all the learning she did. “I really appreciated the format of the day, as well as the atmosphere and momentum that was created.” The team at ArtStarts was thrilled to host this opportunity for artists and teachers to come together to exchange ideas and build their skills. “These types of initiatives are important to us, because they activate our mission,” says Navida Nuraney, executive director of ArtStarts. “We see ourselves as an increasingly integral resource for professional learning in arts-in-education in BC.” ArtStarts is currently designing the content and selecting possible locations for future Infusion Studio sessions and is interested in hearing what topics readers are interested in exploring around arts-infused education. Visit Infusion’s online Community of Practice at artsinfusion.ca to share your ideas or check out a highlight reel of Momentum! For queries related to Infusion, contact Terri Anne Wilson, arts integration manager at ArtStarts in Schools at terrianne@artstarts.com   )
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/02/bcs-learning-incentives-fund-1-minute.html?showComment0751329159020120,Staffroom Confidential: BC's Learning Improvement Fund - 1 minute per student per day Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Wednesday, February 8, 2012 BC's Learning Improvement Fund - 1 minute per student per day The BC Ministry of Education has announced its "Learning Improvement Fund" via radio ads. Rather than put class sizes and class composition limits back into contract, and rather than reinstate teachers' ability to bargain working conditions, the government is setting up a fund to provide a paltry sum of additional money to supposedly address learning challenges. (And as an aside, it's not clear if it really is any additional money...the budget announcement for next year's funding is actually a 3% cut. It might just be re-purposing of money meaning cuts elsewhere.) When class size and composition limits were removed in 2002, the government took $275 million per year from education budgets. How much is the Learning Improvement Fund? $30 million next year. $65 million the year after, and $75 million the year after that. With 550,000 public school students in BC, what does this "improvement" look like? 27 cents per student per day, in year one. For a whole class of thirty students, this is just over $8. That would buy about half an hour of an educational assistant time, to serve all 30 students. That works out to 1 minute per student per day. In year two, two minutes a day. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 9:33 AM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 6 comments: Wendy TurnerFebruary 8, 2012 at 12:32 PM This is not compensation for the support they've (Liberal govt.) taken from students and teachers in the classroom. It's a slap in the face! Wendy TurnerReplyDelete James SanyshynFebruary 8, 2012 at 1:15 PM insulting, inadequate, ill-informed...... time to change government and get this fixed!ReplyDelete AnonymousFebruary 8, 2012 at 7:22 PM Hi Tara, Sorry to leave an unrelated comment, but I couldn’t find any contact info for you. I’m wondering if you’d be interested in a guest post. Please drop me an e-mail at garciaanthony39 at gmail dot com. Thanks! AnthonyReplyDelete Dale MorrisonFebruary 13, 2012 at 9:18 AM And on top of everything else how much has it cost the government to actually have these messages broadcast? More $$ wasted. Dale MorrisonReplyDelete Bob WilsonFebruary 13, 2012 at 10:50 AM Hi Tara, I just looked at the budget projection for SD 6 (Rocky Mountain). If enrollment stays constant, about 3300 students, the district will receive about $460K less in funding. If distribution of the $22.5 million COF next year (what's left after CUPE get $7.5 million as part of their settlement) is based on a per student amount, RMSD stands to gain between $113K to $127K, depending on whether private schools are included in the COF legislation. The legislated settlement proposed to remedy Bill 27 and 28 is not enough to offset a decade of cuts. It is not even enough to cover the coming year’s cuts.ReplyDelete BCMommyMarch 7, 2012 at 7:16 PM And so great that the first year's $30 million probably came from what they saved in paying us for the past three days we were on strike! Once again, we teachers are paying out of pocket for what they call 'improvements.' I bet Christy Clark is laughing her butt off at us all. She probably planned it to come to this all along. Teachers strike and pay the first year of a plan that they hope makes the government look good. Awesome. Claire SD 34ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ▼  February (11) BC Teachers' Day of Action: It's about priorities.... Rally to support teachers for a fair deal On a legislated contract and parents who care - on... Will the BC government agree to mediation to resol... Confusing differentiation with adverse discriminat... Are BC workers getting wage increases? Are Principals friends of public education? Negotiate, don't legislate BC's Learning Improvement Fund - 1 minute per stud... Go east, young teacher Kevin Falcon speaks the Liberal truth - serve the ... ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=19884,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 2, October 2009  All-day Kindergarten surfaces once again By Noel Herron So you think that BC Liberals after four years of delays, postponements, and repeated promises are getting serious about introducing and funding a universal, full-time, Kindergarten program for five-year-olds beginning in the fall of 2010? Think again. This is, at best, a debatable promise by a provincial government facing a staggering $3 billion deficit and a credibility gap that appears to be widening with each jettisoned financial commitment. Long before the 2007 Speech from the Throne, in which the Liberals acknowledged that one in four preschoolers lacked readiness for school entry, there was credible evidence from both the practice, (the Vancouver School Board has had several full-day Kindergartens for over two decades; currently there are over 100 in city schools), and research, (UBC’s longitudinal research is over a decade old), that thousands of Kindergarten kids were being left behind because of provincial foot-dragging. Since the BC Liberals announced their intention to act in the speech from the throne in 2007, it is estimated that 25,000 kids have been denied this rung up on the early-childhood ladder due to Victoria’s studied delay in supporting all-day Kindergarten. Lacking school readiness, preschoolers fall increasingly behind by the time they reach Grade 3. As the vast majority of preschoolers entering Kindergarten this September will attend only on a part-time basis, the discriminatory practice of singling out English-as-a-second language, Aboriginal, or certain students with special needs for all-day admission will continue yet again for another two years. In a government that previously was determined to hide the true magnitude of its budget deficit, the question arises of where the estimated two-year, $151 million grants in operating costs (staffing, space, in-service, supplies, materials, resources) for universal all-day Kindergarten will come from? Not to worry, the abrupt late August cancellation of $110 million dollars in grants, allocated annually for the maintenance of schools—an unblinking, rob-Peter-pay-Paul manoeuvre—covers the proposed, gradual introduction of this long-awaited program (see attached 2007–11 time frame). Other than stating that full-day Kindergarten “will be introduced in stages” next year, the dearth of information from our new education minister on the size, scope, and level of financial support for boards (now responsible for the delivery of early childhood education) remains a mystery. In his recent budget speech, Finance Minister Colin Hansen implied that half of the province’s five-year-olds would be accommodated in 2010 while the remaining half would be funded in 2011. This split schedule will lead to an uneven and geographically varied pattern of admissions across BC and leave many parents scratching their heads as to why they can’t gain admission for their preschoolers in a particular school district. Furthermore, the division of provincial grants: $40 million in 2010–11 school year followed by grants of $110 million in 2011–12, is far from a 50/50 split, as implied by the Liberals. Rather, it is a 30/70 split with the backloading of the majority of new all-day classes opening in the 2011–12 school year. And so the provincial foot-dragging continues. But the space crunch for all-day Kindergarten is only part of the problem. Advance Kingergarten registration in some districts, starting this month in Vancouver where a new computerized system kicks in, will be thrown into disarray in the absence of any information from Victoria. It also appears that school boards will be on their own in funding such key issues as classroom modifications, teacher in-service, furniture, maintenance, and the purchase of a wide variety of supplies, resources, and materials that a respectable and enriched early childhood environment requires. (The importance of in-service and workshops by experienced teaching colleagues and board consultants should not be underestimated as quality delivery will depend on this.) If boards are faced with shortfalls in all of the aforementioned areas, as now appears likely, then this is a badly flawed introduction to this provincial program. Already, a sharp increase in local fundraising is being predicted by several provincial parents’ groups to close the looming gap. Vancouver School Board Chair Patti Bacchus is quoted as saying with regard to all-day Kindergaretn: “It looks like (provincial grants) might just cover salaries of teachers and benefits and nothing to support districts.” The forced closure of many of the 177 schools over the past decade, while early childhood options were still on the table, underlines not only the lack of provincial planning in terms of space, but a degree of ineptitude that is staggering. And what about last month’s Speech from the Throne and the embattled Liberals linkage of the new harmonized sales tax (HST) to all-day Kindergarten? It is a sad but not surprising fact that BC Liberals were willing to view the introduction of all-day Kindergarten through the ideological prism of the upcoming 12% harmonized sales tax. Claiming that because the government was willing to fund all-day Kindergarten at a cost of $1,150 per student, a typical family of four would come out ahead by $1,000 dollars after all of the new HST taxes were imposed was an off-the-wall perspective by Victoria. One of the province’s leading journalists acidly commented on this convoluted reasoning as follows: “Thus did BC Liberals pioneer the claim that sending your children to school would amount to some kind of government-authored tax break.” Understandably, boards’ spokespersons, while welcoming this new move by Victoria but facing imminent reviews of education spending (and the accompanying past experience of sudden provincial downloading or withdrawal of funding), are apprehensive about the circumstances surrounding the start of a new province-wide program. It’s not just the recent cuts to school maintenance budgets, but additional cuts to schools’ sports programs, cuts to community libraries and services that support schools (such as daycare), that add to their growing unease. Trustees know that investment in early childhood education, as Canada’s chief public health officer has stated, “will ensure that Canadian children will become better educated, well-adjusted, and more productive adults.” But they are hoping that in the intervening time prior to September 2010 that the provincial government will get it right. They are very concerned that they will be left holding the bag with downloaded, bare-bones, all-day Kindergarten classes on which the long-term future of thousands of kids depend. Early childhood 2007 to 2011 time frame 2007: Speech from the Throne states that one in four children entering Kindergarten lack school readiness. 2008: Speech from the Throne floats the idea of setting up an Early Childhood Learning Agency. 2009: Speech from the Throne promises to introduce all-day Kindergarten in 2010; Early Childhood report released in April 2009; cancellation of $110 million in provincial school maintenance grants in August 2009. 2010: Minister of education promises to introduce all-day Kindergarten in stages; grants of $44 million for 30% implementation by boards. 2011: Minister of finance confirms that all-day Kindergarten will be available to all five-year-olds; grants of $110 million for remaining 70% implementation. Research • Two early childhood reports: BC and Ontario During the past year, two significant early childhood reports were published by two provinces—BC and Ontario. BC’S report from the province’s Early Learning group, set up within the Ministry of Education, received over 1,800 submissions. This report was scheduled to be released in 2008 but surfaced only on the ministry’s website on April 2009—a month prior to the May provincial election. It may be downloaded at : www.bced.gov.bc.ca/ecla/topics/ecla_report.pdf. The Ontario report written by Dr. Charles Pascal, the province’s deputy minister, has received widespread publicity, and is on schedule to be implemented starting next year. It can be downloaded at: www.ontario.ca/en/initiatives/earlylearning. • A new study, released last month by UBC, entitled “A Comprehensive Policy Framework for Early Human Capital Investment in BC,” presents the case for broadly based pre-Kindergarten support for parents and pre-schoolers in the form of, among other recommendations, affordable daycare, extended parental leave, and an increase in income support for poor families with children. Noel Herron is a former Vancouver school principal and school trustee. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=25036&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 4, January/February 2012   Are report cards necessary?  By Raza Mirani   British Columbia teachers currently find themselves in a contract struggle with the provincial government and as a result are in Phase 1 job action. Part of the job action is not producing report cards, with the exception of Grade 12 students who require marks for graduation, scholarship, or post-secondary admission. Why is this relevant? In part because it has led to a philosophical debate on the value of report cards. Are marks necessary for teaching? Every teacher has developed an assignment or activity only to be asked, Is this for marks? That common refrain is maddening at times because the implication is that an assignment or activity only has value if marks are attached. As teachers, we are guilty of perpetuating this phenomena as we use marks as a motivator and bargaining chip to get students to complete assignments. So this begs the question, are students driven by marks or learning? If marks were removed from the educational landscape would this allow true learning to take place? Think about the level of anxiety a student faces when she or he has to take a poor report card for parents to see. On the other hand you have the elation a student feels when they bring home straight As. With a shift toward personalized learning and individualized curriculum must come a re-evaluation on the role marks play in education. You don’t need a report card to tell you you can ride a bike. Riding the bike becomes the goal and you know when you have achieved it when the training wheels come off. Why then do we insist on putting a letter grade on everything to label the level of “learning” a student has achieved. Research has shown fairly conclusively that the most influential practice a teacher can engage in is meaningful feedback on assignments. Nothing moves the learning of a student forward more than specific and focused feedback from a teacher. Once a mark or letter grade is attached to an assignment, the feedback becomes almost meaningless and is consequently ignored, thus negating the whole purpose of meaningful feedback. The student sees the assignment as completed once a mark is attached but sees the assignment as a work-in-progress if only feedback is given. So why do we insist on bell-curving students along an arbitrary grid of expertise? Should mastery of the content be the goal for every student, without exception? This requires the educational policy makers and curriculum specialists to peel back the layers of minutiae and arrive at the essence of what is required of all students. What is the ultimate goal of education? Is factual knowledge a requirement in a time where any and all information is only seconds away? This outmoded philosophy from the Gradgrind philosophy of education: “…what I want is facts, facts above all else are wanted in life.” (Hard Times, Charles Dickens) has little place in our connected world. Critical thinking, problem solving, learning to question and analyze are the skills we should be encouraging and no current BCeSIS-generated report card could adequately report those attributes. Moving toward a “standards-based” report card would give students specific information about how they are doing and pinpoint where they need to improve. For our elementary colleagues this is nothing new as this is exactly what they do on their report cards but the challenge becomes how do you do this with 200+ students in a secondary setting? Is the answer providing ongoing feedback, so a summative report at the end of the term is simply a formality and not an onerous task on the teacher? What then is the purpose of the report card if the student knows how he or she is doing and knows where they need to improve? Students can relay this information to parents and parents are always able to contact teachers for information on their child’s progress. Teachers, students, and parents would all feel liberated if the requirement for marks no longer existed. Remove the arbitrary timeline of terms and semesters and allow learning to become an organic process where understanding is the goal and not the thirst for marks.  Raza Mirani, Gladstone Secondary School, Vancouver  )
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=16836,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2008 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 2, October 2008  Teachers’ Pension Plan By Carolyn Prellwitz Pensions in volatile markets As a BCTF member, you are a member of the BC Teachers’ Pension Plan. You are fortunate to have this pension plan as it will likely be one of the biggest financial assets you will acquire over your teaching lifetime. Traditionally, members have not paid a lot of attention to their pension until just before retiring, but with the recent roller-coaster ride of the stock market, now is a good time to learn about the kind of pension we have and how it works. The most fundamental fact to know about your pension is that it is partly deferred-wage and an important part of the compensation you receive in return for your work in the public school system. In this respect, your pension is a key to assuring a life with dignity and adequate income upon retirement. It is not a gift; it has been earned by you. Additionally, you are also contributing to the plan, so it is not just employer-funded. The two major types of registered pension plans in Canada are defined-benefit (DB) and defined-contribution (DC) plans. The Teachers’ Pension Plan is a DB plan. This means the pension benefit is defined by a formula that provides a guaranteed lifetime pension based on your age, salary, and years of service. Having a formula is a huge advantage of a DB plan because it allows you, at any time during your teaching career, to get an estimate of what your future pension benefit will be. Another advantage of a DB plan is that your pension is not determined by your contributions to it or on the investment returns of your contributions. How does a DC plan differ from a DB plan? In a DC plan, the employee’s pension benefit is unknown until the date of retirement. The value of that employee’s individual pension account upon retirement depends entirely upon how much has been contributed, what investment choices have been made, how well the funds have been invested, the performance of the stock market, and the fluctuation of interest rates throughout that employee’s working career, and especially the interest rate at the time of retirement. A DC plan is simply an accumulation of money with no promised benefit and carries no certainty that the benefit will be paid out for the retired employee’s entire life. The investment risk of a DC plan is born solely by the employee. An RRSP is like a defined contribution plan. A DB plan, however, provides less risk and greater certainty to you as to how much pension income you will have in retirement. A DB plan, like our Teachers’ Pension Plan, is a pooled resource so there is no individual investment risk. Our pension funds are in a diversified investment portfolio including Canadian and international stocks, bonds, real estate, and private placements. Such diversification reduces investment risk. Also, our plan invests in many passively managed accounts indexed to market averages. Such indexed investment vehicles not only produce reliable returns at low risk, they also minimize the various fees, commissions, and other costs that eat into returns. The risks and responsibilities with providing a guaranteed retirement income to you as a retired teacher are shared equally between the plan members and plan employers. The plan fund is reviewed by an actuary every three years to see if it has enough money to cover its current and future obligations. The next valuation will be done as of December 31, 2008. If the review indicates the plan has sufficient funding, then member contribution rates will remain the same; if the review indicates that the plan has a funding shortfall, then member and employer contributions will be increased. So what has been the investment performance of the Teachers’ Pension Plan? The 2007 Annual Report of the TPP, which was issued in July 2008, notes the following: The plan’s Basic Account recorded a 4.0% annual return as of December 31, 2007, on its investment portfolio, which was above its 2007 benchmark of 2.0%. The five-year annualized rate of 11.2% was also above the 10.3% performance benchmark. Similarly the 10-year annualized rate of 7.7% was above its performance benchmark of 7.2%. For further information on the investment performance of the Teachers’ Pension Plan and related investment reports, visit the TPP website at tpp.pensionsbc.ca or the pensions web page at the BCTF website at www.bctf.ca. In all this, a key point to remember is: Your Teachers’ Pension Plan gives you a guaranteed income for life as a retired teacher. It is one of the best kept secrets of your employee benefit package as an active teacher! Carolyn Prellwitz is an assistant director, BCTF Income Security Division, 604-871-1921, toll-free 1-800-663-9163, extension 1921; cprellwitz@bctf.ca. Pension seminars for all ages Your Pension, Your Future and/or Thinking about Retiring  These two seminars are co-presented by BCTF staff and Pension Corporation staff. Preregistration is required. The time and the location will be confirmed by mail or e-mail. Check out the list of dates and locations on the poster in your school staffroom or go to the Teachers’ Pension Plan website (tpp.pensionsbc.ca). You can also contact the plan by phone 1-877-558-5574 or e-mail TPPseminar@pensionsbc.ca. There’s more to it than money The BC Retired Teachers’ Association has developed a workshop for those of you about to retire. The workshop is designed to compliment the Teachers’ Pension Plan/BCTF Pension Seminar, but with limited class size to facilitate sharing and learning. It’s a workshop—not a seminar. Attend a pension seminar and you will realize that “there’s more to it than money” and who better to share experiences with you than retired teachers? Retirement living brings with it life-altering situations and a wide variety of choices, some financial, some legal, and all connected with life-style. Achieving a workable balance when teaching days are over, and fulfilling dreams doesn’t just happen. Having determined that it’s time to retire, it’s now time to concentrate on all the other aspects of your new life. If a pension seminar is coming to your area, ask the BCTF local president to contact the BCRTA to book this highly acclaimed follow-up workshop. BCRTA contact information: Website: www.bctf.ca/rta. Telephone 604-871-2265; toll-free 1-877-683-2243. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/SalaryAndBenefits.aspx?id=4750&printPage=true,BCTF > Interprovincial Reciprocal Transfer Agreement  	Salary & Benefits  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Salary and Benefits > Pensions > TPP Interprovincial Reciprocal Transfer Agreement Background The interprovincial reciprocal transfer agreement between teachers’ pension plans came into effect January 1, 2002. The new agreement allows members of teachers’ pension plans throughout Canada to transfer their service between plans. This may be a significant advantage to you if you have moved between teachers’ pension plans. For example, you may be able to combine your contributory and pensionable service from two or more plans and increase your pension benefit, or qualify sooner for an unreduced pension. The following provinces are participants in the new agreement: British Columbia, Alberta, Saskatchewan (Teachers’ Federation and Superannuation Commission), Manitoba, Ontario, Quebec, New Brunswick, Prince Edward Island, and Nova Scotia. If you transferred from Alberta before 1995, the transfer will occur only when you retire and will be done as a transfer of funds converted to an annuity. There is no recognition of pensionable service, but contributory service is recognized. Please contact the Teachers’ Pension Plan for further information. Eligibility You may apply to transfer under the agreement if: you terminated employment with an employer covered by the exporting plan on or after the date set by that plan, and at the time the importing plan receives your application, you are no longer a member of the exporting plan; you are an active member of the importing plan and have participated in the importing plan for at least 20 days; you have not taken a benefit from the exporting plan; and you have not received a pension from the importing plan or the exporting plan. The “exporting plan” is the plan you are transferring from and the “importing plan” is the plan you are transferring into. Your eligibility to transfer is not affected by any break in contributions between plans. You must be an active member of the B.C. Teachers’ Pension Plan to apply to transfer service from another plan, though other plans may not require that you be an active member to transfer service to that plan. You must have left your contributions on deposit in the plan from which you are transferring your service. You may not receive the full contributory and pensionable service if it results in a cost to the importing plan Application for Transfer of Service If you would like to apply to transfer your service under the new agreement, please contact the Teachers’ Pension Plan to confirm your eligibility and to get more information. You may apply in writing or by completing the on-line application form Interprovincial Reciprocal Transfer Agreement – Application Appendix A. You may then print the form and submit it to the exporting and importing plan. Make sure you keep a copy for yourself! If you apply to transfer, the actual transfer will occur only with your approval, and after you have been given all the information about the amount of service and salary that will be transferred. Calculating the Benefit If you are now eligible to transfer your service, remember that it is not always to your advantage to do so. To find out if it’s to your advantage to transfer service to the Teachers’ Pension Plan, you will first need to request a transfer to find out the amount of service that the Teachers’ Pension Plan will recognize from your previous pension plan. You will need to consider the following: Are you eligible for a pension from your previous pension plan? If no, then a transfer is most likely the best option. If yes, then consider if one pension from the TPP is likely to be better than two separate pensions. Also, can you take an early pension from the previous pension plan? After you have the information on the amount of pensionable and contributory service that will be transferred, use the Teachers’ Pension Plan on-line “My Account” Personalized Pension Estimator to enter the information from your most recent Members Benefit Statement, and calculate your pension estimate for a specific retirement date. Then go back and increase the pensionable and contributory service by the additional amount that is being transferred, and recalculate your pension for the same retirement date. This will give you the monthly pension if you combine your service in the Teachers’ Pension Plan. If you are eligible for two pensions, one from the exporting plan and one from the importing plan, compare the above estimate with the sum of the two pensions. This will help you determine if the transfer is to your advantage. Shortfall You may not receive the full contributory and pensionable service if the amount from the exporting plan is less than the required amount of the importing plan. This is called a shortfall. You are eligible to purchase the shortfall. You should get advice on the benefit of the purchase, as the cost is the full actuarial cost of the shortfall. You may wish to see an independent financial advisor before making your final decision to transfer or not transfer. Contact Contact Information: Teachers’ Pension Plan PO Box 9460 Victoria BC V8W 9V8 Phone: Victoria: (250) 953-3022 Vancouver: 604-660-4088 Toll-free: 1-800-665-6770 Fax: (250) 356-8977 E-mail: TPP@pensionsbc.ca Web: tpp.pensionsbc.ca  You may also contact BCTF Income Security for assistance: BCTF, Income Security 100-550 West 6th Avenue Vancouver, BC V5Z 4P2 604-871-1921, toll free 1-800-663-9163, Local 1921, fax 604-871-2287 E-mail: mkimmis@bctf.ca, vchoy@bctf.ca   Updated November 2010 )
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13816,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > April 1998 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 10, Number 6, April 1998 Bargaining Gap between BCTF and BCPSEA still wide by Rick Beardsley A document recently sent to all MLAs by the employers’ bargaining agent, BCPSEA, illustrates the fundamental differences between the two sides attempting to negotiate a provincial collective agreement. It also indicates that the gap has not been bridged after more than a year of bargaining. That is why the BCTF engaged in discussions with government representatives to attempt to conclude a collective agreement. The most striking differences are found in class size/class composition, posting and filling, and evaluation. According to their booklet, BCPSEA wants “flexibility for school boards to determine teacher workloads…” (p. 4) Here are some quotes from Bargaining for Better Public Education (BCPSEA, March 19, 1998): “More flexible class size/ composition language would recognize the unique needs of individual students and allow teachers and principals to derive local solutions (p. 5). …collective agreement provisions allow teachers to fill teaching positions based on seniority even though these teachers may have only basic qualifications (p. 8). …the current collective agreement makes it nearly impossible to evaluate a teacher’s performance… (p. 10).” These statements misrepresent current practices and contract provisions to make the case for greater managerial control. The BCTF position on all these items is to roll over current contract provisions, fairly negotiated in previous rounds of collective bargaining. All contracts allow for an evaluation process that is fair and reasonable and provides for emergent situations. BCPSEA is looking to shortcut one of the most important elements of teachers’ working relationships. Expediency should not drive the complex matter of evaluation. The comment on teachers having only basic qualifications is again misleading as B.C. has the highest certification requirements in Canada. At the Public Education Conference on February 21, 1998, Premier Glen Clark made this statement about B.C. teachers: There is no province, no state, no country in the world that has teachers who are better educated or better qualified than British Columbia’s. Existing contracts provide for seniority and qualifications, not seniority alone, to be considered when making staffing decisions. BCPSEA’s statements on class size/class composition are most alarming when seen in light of the “actual situation” presented to illustrate its concerns. The following scenario, from page 7 of BCPSEA’s booklet, makes the point that because not all students are present in class every day by reason of illness or other factors, class-size limits should not strictly apply: “BCPSEA’s proposal is to remove class-size limits from contract in the name of flexibility. We know from past experience when class size was not limited by contract that classes were much larger and that there were marked inequities in the loads carried by teachers. In the era of integration, class composition is much different from what it was and class-size limits are essential to maintaining a high quality of education.” That BCPSEA wants unilateral control of working conditions reveals the deep split in how we see teaching. We see teaching as professional practice, where teachers exercise professional judgments in their work with their colleagues. BCPSEA sees teaching as line work to be directed by line managers. The BCTF is after reasonable working conditions for teachers and reasonable learning conditions for students. Expectations for what teachers do in their daily work have grown tremendously in the past 10 years, and teachers want to negotiate fairly to determine workloads, staffing, and class size, the conditions of their professional practice. Rick Beardsley is an assistant director in the BCTF’s Organization Support Division. BCTF strike vote procedures 44.14—That the following be the voting procedures for a strike vote: That the Executive Committee: a. set the date(s) for a strike vote following the receipt of advice from the Bargaining Team and the Advisory Council of Local Presidents; b. appoint a returning officer; c. be authorized to make necessary modifications to the voting process to meet unexpected or emergent circumstances. That the following procedures apply to a provincial strike vote: a. The vote will be conducted in compliance with the Labour Relations Code Regulations, which require: i. that all employees in the bargaining unit shall receive at least 48 hours notice of the vote; and, ii. the vote shall be conducted by secret ballot. b. The vote will be conducted in all parts of the province in the same period of time to be not less than one day and not to exceed three days; c. Notice of the vote will be: i. posted to all schools and other major work sites; and, ii. provided in local newsletters or bulletins to all members; d. The executive of each local shall notify the returning officer of the local’s request to conduct the vote in that local in one of the following manners: i. at all schools. ii. at specific central schools. iii. at a general meeting(s). iv. at a general meeting(s). and at a specific school(s). The returning officer shall approve the request and the vote shall be conducted in that manner in that local unless the returning officer is of the view that the request is unworkable or does not afford members a reasonable opportunity to vote, in which case the local shall conduct the vote in the manner selected by the Returning Officer. e. Reasonable provision shall be made for advance voting for members who will not be able to vote in their local during the voting period; f.The vote will be counted centrally and reported out on a province-wide basis; g. A Technical Advisory Committee of five persons shall be appointed by the Executive Committee to assist the returning officer at the provincial level; h. Each local shall appoint a local returning officer to assist the provincial returning officer; i. The count shall be conducted by the provincial returning officer, with assistance from the Technical Advisory Committee. Any information obtained during the count, except the provincial results of the vote, shall remain confidential; j. The results of the vote will be reported by the returning officer to the Federation president and the Executive Committee. The president will notify the Bargaining Team and local presidents of the results of the vote, prior to any public release of the count. (Jan. 97 RA, pp. 7-8) Source: BCTF Members’ Guide to the BCTF, 1998. The Executive Committee appointed Diane Nelson (North Vancouver) returning officer and Jean Chan (Langley), Larry Field (Gulf Islands), Jean Kiergel (Nicola Valley), Todd Solarik (Nelson) and Lynn Owens Whalen (Richmond) to the Technical Advisory Committee. Bargaining Background The background Pre-1987 Teachers did not have the right to engage in full collective bargaining. We could negotiate salary and benefits, but if there were no agreement, the matter went to binding arbitration. BCTF membership provisions and sick-leave entitlement were legislated, but we had no legal right to negotiate the professional conditions of our employment. Class size was determined by the administration. Classes over 30 were common, and many included students with special needs (pre-integration). Before changes to the Employment Standards Act in 1979, many women were forced to resign their teaching positions when they became pregnant. Teachers on call generally had no employment rights. The present system of three less-than-satisfactory reports before dismissal was placed in the School Act. 1987 Government gave teachers a choice of forming associations with limited bargaining rights, or forming unions with full collective-bargaining rights. Teachers overwhelmingly signed up with the BCTF and chose to form unions in every school district. Locals negotiated the old legislated provisions into their collective agreements and gained new provisions covering class size, mainstreaming, leaves of absence, and professional development. Teachers had a measure of control over their working conditions and students’ learning conditions. The employer no longer had the final say on issues covered in the collective agreement. The grievance procedure gave the right to challenge any breach of the agreement and go before an arbitrator. 1994 Government imposed two-tiered provincial bargaining on teachers. That meant taking the 75 collective agreements and attempting to establish one agreement for major cost items. We set up interim structures and developed language to protect the provisions in our existing agreements. 1995 Provincial bargaining between the BCTF and the BCPSEA began on March 1, 1995. The BCTF worked for improvements to support the greater demands developing in the schools. After more than a year of negotiations, very little progress had been made because BCPSEA was intent on removing working conditions gained after years of struggle. 1996 In the spring of 1996, government stepped in to bring the two sides together. On May 9, 1996, the BCTF and the BCPSEA signed an agreement in committee that was later ratified by the membership of each organization. The new provincial agreement maintained the terms of the then current local collective agreements throughout the province unless they had been specifically modified. Class size/class composition and other working/learning conditions provisions were rolled over. Improvements were made with provincial language on grievance procedure, non-sexist environment (anti-harrassment), and early retirement. 1997 A two-year deal, the 1996 agreement, expires June 30, 1998. The agreement provided for the next round of negotiations to open March 1, 1997, and named Don Munroe as a facilitator. The facilitator may, at the request of either party, assist the parties in reaching agreement on the substance of the matters in dispute, and he may make recommendations when he reports out. The BCTF and the BCPSEA exchanged packages in early September, and it was clear from the outset that the employer was determined to strip the contract of working and learning conditions gained over previous rounds of collective bargaining. The BCTF vowed no contract stripping and called for improvements in service levels for libraries, counselling, learning assistance, ESL support, and support for children with special needs. The BCTF also called on the provincial government to provide full and adequate funding for public education. 1998 Again, after months of bargaining, it was clear that the two sides were far apart on fundamental issues, and government representatives became involved to help broker a deal. Since February, we have been involved in talks with government representatives in an expedited process. That process has not yet yielded a contract. — Rick Beardsley Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7186,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 3, November/December 2005 We are the BCTF by Jinny Sims When teachers on picket lines during our recent political protest against Bill 12 were approached by media for comments on the action, they were consistent in their responses. Teachers needed improvements in their classroom conditions and a fair and reasonable salary increase. And we also needed our bargaining rights restored. A member on the lines was asked by a TV reporter what she thought of the BCTF’s continuation of the job action. Her response was "I am the BCTF." That response spoke to one of the reasons our action was so successful. It is not possible to separate teachers from their union. Members decided what they would do at every critical juncture of the action through member votes; and that helped build the unity we experienced. Our action was strongly endorsed by teachers in all parts of the province, and it quickly engendered widespread parent and public support. When the government legislatively imposed terms and conditions of our employment through Bill 12, they underestimated both teacher resolve and the extent to which our issues would resonate with the public. By taking the actions we did, we served notice to this government that we will not accept unilaterally imposed conditions of employment. We want a return to free collective bargaining where those conditions are determined through a process of negotiation. We fought back in a formidable way by refusing to respect the unjust law that government used to diminish our rights. And we had the important support of the BC Federation of Labour, the Canadian Union of Public Employees, local labour councils, and other unions. Our struggle to bargain became an issue for the entire trade-union movement; union leaders understood this; rank-and-file trade unionists understood this. Our teacher colleagues in every other province and territory in Canada understood this too and their organizations came forward to support us. An important victory of our action was in the area of classroom conditions. In September, government was saying there were no problems in our schools, that they were well-funded and achievement results showed everything was fine. By the end of the action, we had a Learning Round Table with a tacit public commitment from government to make changes to The School Act that provide class-size maximums in all grades and put in place class-composition provisions that improve learning opportunities for all students. We will work to sustain that public support through the work of the Learning Round Table and into the spring session of the legislature to ensure that government delivers in this critical area of learning conditions improvements. The Executive Committee, the bargaining team, and staff are working on the implementation of the Ready recommendations. This includes getting dollars into member pockets from the $40 million allocation to the BCTF LTD/SIP contained in the recommendations as soon as possible. This provision along with the $40 million for grid harmonization essentially broke the zero/zero mandate from government that gave cause to much of this dispute. The improved pay and seniority provisions for teachers on call will help give tangible recognition to the role these members play in our schools. We asked government to ensure that teacher locals are involved in negotiations with their school boards to determine the allocation of their district’s share of the $20 million for improved learning conditions in this school year. The BCTF Fall Representative Assembly adopted an important action plan to continue the campaign for improved classroom conditions, restoration of bargaining rights, and a fair and reasonable salary increase for all teachers. The plan includes actions by the BCTF, by locals, by PSAs, and by school staffs. It is an important plan that keeps the momentum going into the next round of bargaining, which begins in March of this year, so we can build on what we did this fall and move closer to the full achievement of our goals. The plan provides opportunities for each and every member to be involved. I urge you to participate in discussing the plan in your local and to become involved in its implementation. We built a lot of support provincially and in every community during our protest and it is important that we keep working with parents, labour, and others in the community who are committed to improvements in public schools. We need to continue to recognize that we have each other. This protest action helped a lot of teachers new to the profession understand the importance of the union and the importance of standing together. As long as we are clear on our goals, as long as we make decisions together, and as long as we advocate for a well-funded and healthy public education system, we will be strong and we will maintain public support. We all took an important and decisive action together. I hope that you will all be a continuing part of the ongoing initiatives that we can take together to improve our students’ learning conditions and our working conditions, to restore our bargaining rights, and to ensure that all of us have a salary commensurate to the roles and responsibilities we take on every day in the public schools of this province. Jinny Sims is president of the BCTF. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/SalaryAndBenefits.aspx?id=34914,BCTF > September 2, 2014 E I update  	Salary & Benefits  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers Aboriginal Education  Bargaining & Collective Agreements  Français  Health & Safety  New Teachers  Opportunities for Members  Pensions Professional Development  Professional Rights & Responsibility  Provincial Specialist Associations  Salary & Benefits  Teachers Teaching On Call  Teaching Resources  For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Salary and Benefits September 2, 2014 EI update By now members should be receiving employment insurance benefits if they have the required number of hours.  If members with open E I applications have not yet received a decision on their claim and they have already tried the decision escalation process without success we recommend filing a complaint with the Office for Client Satisfaction.   The complaint process for contacting the Office for Client Satisfaction is at the following link on Service Canada’s site: www.servicecanada.gc.ca/eng/ocs/index.shtml.   Members should click on “3. Submit your Feedback” to file an online complaint.  According to their webpage, the Office for Client Satisfaction (OCS) is a neutral organization that receives, reviews and acts on suggestions, compliments and complaints regarding the delivery of service offered by Service Canada. They commit that any complaint will be: personally acknowledged within 24 hours of receipt; given due diligence; dealt with in a fair manner; and addressed within 7 working days (in most cases). Any members who have been denied employment insurance benefits this summer should request reconsideration within the 30-day deadline from the date of the decision if they disagree with Service Canada's decision.  If you have questions about the reconsideration process please contact Sarbrinder Lalli at slalli@bctf.ca. About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media jthornthwaite last tweet "RT @BCGovNews: Keep you up to date on all the work being done on BC's Throne Speech commitments: http://t.co/G0SSHncdsG" @jthornthwaite - 04:13pm Follow @jthornthwaite BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewsAndEvents.aspx?id=17516,BC Talk Radio Stations  	BCTF News and Events  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > News and Events > Newsroom BC Talk Radio Stations CBC Radio (Check local freqency) Lower Mainland: Early Edition with Rick Cluff5:30 - 8:30 am M-F Call 604-662-6690 Comment online: www.cbc.ca/local_includes/bc_contacts/earlyedition.html  Vancouver Island: On the Island with Gregor Craigie5:30 - 8:30 am M-F Call 250-360-0614 Comment online: www.cbc.ca/local_includes/bc_contacts/ontheisland.html   Southern Interior: Daybreak South with Marion Barschel6:00 - 8:30 am M-F Call 250-861-3748 or 1-888-662-6628 Comment online: www.cbc.ca/local_includes/bc_contacts/daybreaksouth.html   Northern Interior, North and Central Coast: Daybreak North with Chris Walker and Carolina de Ryk6:00 - 8:30 am M-F Call 250-562-7863 or 1-866-340-1932 Comment online: www.cbc.ca/local_includes/bc_contacts/daybreaknorth.html   BC Almanac with Mark Forsythe12:00 pm - 2:00 pm M-F Call 604-669-3733 or 1-800-825-5950 Comment online: www.cbc.ca/local_includes/bc_contacts/bcalmanac.html   On the Coast with Stephen Quinn3:00 - 6:00 pm M-F Call 604-662-6979 Comment online: www.cbc.ca/local_includes/bc_contacts/onthecoast.html   All Points West with Jo-Ann Roberts4:00 – 6:00 pm M-F Call 250-414-4712 or 1-800-757-1446 Comment online: www.cbc.ca/local_includes/bc_contacts/allpointswest.html  CKNW - 980 AM Call 604-280-9898 or 1-877-399-9898 Listen live online at www.cknw.com  Phillip Till Show5:30 - 8:30 am M-F ptill@cknw.com   Bill Good Show8:30 - 12:00 pm M-F good@cknw.com   Simi Sara Show12:30 - 3:00 pm M-F sara@cknw.com   The World Today with Jon McComb3:00 - 7:00 pm M-F twt@cknw.com   The Sean Leslie Show3:00 - 5:00 pm Saturday and Sunday sean.leslie@corusent.com   CFAX – 1070 AM South Vancouver Island Call 250-386-1161 talk@cfax1070.com   Joe Easingwood Show8:22 - 11:00 am M-F jeonline@cfax.com   Terry Spence Show11:00 - 12:00 pm tspence@cfax1070.com   Murray Langdon Show3:00 - 6:00 pm murray@cfax1070.com   CFUN 1410 AM Open line: 604-280-1410 or 1-877-284-1410 News 1130 AM Call 604-877-6332 to leave your comment on breaking stories   About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/LATA/publications/vlink/CallforArticles.htm,Call for Articles Take note...   Since this publication will include current issues and concerns contributed by those who are interested in the pulse of learning assistance around the province of BC, a word of explanation is in order..   Issues, by their very nature, are often controversial. Not all of the opinions expressed in The Vital Link are necessarily held by the LATA editor or the executive. All articles are included 'as written' by the authors to encourage collegial discussion and debate. We welcome all letters and responses to any of the articles that are published in The Vital Link, and we will include them in the next issue of our publication.   We could not publish such a wide range of articles without the many generous contributions of educators and other professionals from around the world who have an interest in the welfare of children with "learning differences". It is our intent to give full credit to the author of each article. When the author is unknown, this is stated. If we are made aware of the source, we will gladly make note of it in our next issue of The Vital Link.       The Vital Link We, the LATA Executive, need your help and your contributions for future issues of LATA's The Vital Link. Please start gathering best-practice materials you would like to share with educators around our province. Suggestions: your viewpoint, your ideas concerning an issue, your educational concerns, your area of expertise, your innovative materials, practical helps, forms or worksheets to facilitate efficiency, helpful computer programs, newsworthy information, good resources or professional books for LAT's to purchase, summary of a great workshop you attended, what is happening in your district re: integration, the learning assistance role, etc. or anything you think would benefit learning assistance colleagues. Please submit articles and enquiries to Maureen Bencze at Maureen.Bencze@sd23.bc.ca Maureen Bencze LATA Editor 1626 Parkridge Court Kelowna, BC V1W 3A5     Updated April 11, 2012)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=17118,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2008 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 3, November 2008  The BCTF wants you By Geoff Peters The BCTF is recruiting teachers who are willing to present packaged workshops to parents at Parent Advisory Council meetings. Topics for the workshops include: Antibullying; Supporting Your Child’s Learning; Raising Confident Boys and Girls; Bugs, Drugs, and Rugs: student health and safety; Born to Buy; and Captive Mind—Captive Market. These successful and popular workshops are a very important part of BCTF outreach to parents. These workshops are popular with PACs, but we are often not able to fill all parent requests for the workshops. We need more presenters, especially in the Lower Mainland, East Kootenays, North Central, and Vancouver Island zones. Workshop facilitators give the workshops in neighbouring districts as well as their own. Teacher presenters report very positive responses from parents, and find the chance to be “BCTF ambassador” and workshop leader personally satisfying and rewarding. Teachers volunteering for this important role have expenses covered by the BCTF. Workshops are designed and updated regularly by teachers. Training sessions are held, but many teachers feel very comfortable just diving in and giving the workshops their way after reviewing the materials. Resource binders include facilitator notes, overheads, handouts, and background articles. There is also access online for all the materials, overheads, handouts, and a prepared Power Point presentation for downloading. A signup sheet and details can be accessed at bctf.ca, Teacher page, click on Opportunities for Members in the left column. If you are interested, contact Geoff Peters in the Communications and Campaigns Division of BCTF, 604-871-1872 or toll free 1-800-663-9163 or gpeters@bctf.ca for more information. – Geoff Peters Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20140925,www.bcpsea.bc.ca,http://www.bcpsea.bc.ca/bc-teachers/static/r07/embed010.js,IIS 7.5 Detailed Error - 404.0 - Not Found Server Error in Application "BCPSEA.BC.CA" Internet Information Services 7.5 Error Summary HTTP Error 404.0 - Not Found The resource you are looking for has been removed, had its name changed, or is temporarily unavailable. Detailed Error Information Module IIS Web Core Notification MapRequestHandler Handler StaticFile Error Code 0x80070002 Requested URL http://www.bcpsea.bc.ca:80/bc-teachers/static/r07/embed010.js Physical Path C:\inetpub\vhosts\bcpsea.bc.ca\httpdocs\bc-teachers\static\r07\embed010.js Logon Method Anonymous Logon User Anonymous Most likely causes: The directory or file specified does not exist on the Web server. The URL contains a typographical error. A custom filter or module, such as URLScan, restricts access to the file. Things you can try: Create the content on the Web server. Review the browser URL. Create a tracing rule to track failed requests for this HTTP status code and see which module is calling SetStatus. For more information about creating a tracing rule for failed requests, click here. Links and More Information This error means that the file or directory does not exist on the server. Create the file or directory and try the request again. View more information »)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/contacts.cfm?page=psac&sort=1&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true,BCTF Contacts Home E-mail Lists Links A to Z Index Contact Us Help SITE SEARCH Quick Links BCTF formsBCTF NewsFrançaisLabour linksPensionsTeacher NewsmagazineTeaching resources For Teachers Aboriginal Education  Bargaining & Collective Agreements  Français  Health & Safety  New Teachers  Opportunities for Members  Pensions Professional Development  Professional Rights & Responsibility  Provincial Specialist Associations  Salary & Benefits  Teachers Teaching On Call  Teaching Resources  For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > PSAs > PSA Presidents Provincial Specialist Association Presidents Last updated December 12, 2013 Sort by PSA number. 71 Aboriginal Education Association (AEA) aboriginaled.blogspot.ca   Meredith Rusk Salmon Arm West Elementary 4750 10th Avenue SW Salmon Arm, BC  V1E 3B5 250-832-3862 f: 250-833-1126 psac71@bctf.ca 63 Association for Educators of Gifted, Talented, and Creative Children in BC (AEGTCCBC) adultedpsa.org/   Shera Olson-Niewenhuizen Sorrento Elementary Box 220 Sorrento, BC  V0E 2W0 250-804-3781 f: 250-675-3374 psac63@bctf.ca 62 Association of BC Drama Educators (ABCDE) www.bcdramateachers.com   Lana O'Brien WL Seaton Secondary 2701 41st Avenue Vernon, BC  V1T 6X3 250-542-3361 f: 250-542-6076 psac62@bctf.ca 45 Association Provinciale des Professeurs de l'Immersion et du Programme-Francophone BC (APPIPC) www.appipc.ca   Sophie Bergeron Winslow Centre, SD#43 1100B Winslow Avenue Coquitlam, BC  V3J 2G3 604-937-6392 f: 604-936-6129 psac45@bctf.ca 70 BC Alternate Education Association (BCAEA) www.bctf.ca/bcaea   Mike Shaw Westside Ed Student Support Team 3770 Elliot Road Westbank, BC  V4T 1P7 250-768-3253 f: 250-768-0419 psac70@bctf.ca 41 BC Art Teachers' Association (BCATA) bcata.ca   Eileen Ryan Clayton Heights Secondary 7003 188th Street Surrey, BC  V4N 3G6 604-576-4138 f: 604-576-4793 psac41@bctf.ca 50 BC Association of Mathematics Teachers (BCAMT) www.bcamt.ca   Ron Coleborn Schou Education Center 4041 Canada Way Burnaby, BC  V5G 1G6 604-531-3170 f: 604-664-8382 psac50@bctf.ca 51 BC Association of Teachers of Modern Languages (BCATML) www.bcatml.org   Rome Lavrencic New Westminster Secondary 835 Eighth Street New Westminster, BC  V3M 3S9 604-517-6220 f: 604-517-6204 psac51@bctf.ca 42 BC Business Education Association (BCBEA) www.bcbea.ca   Harmale Sangha Tamanawis Secondary 12600 66th Avenue Surrey, BC  V3W 2A8 604-597-5234 f: 604-597-4450 psac42@bctf.ca 72 BC Co-operative Learning PSA (BCCLPSA) www.bctf.ca/bccla   Mike Galliford Maple Creek Middle School 3700 Hastings Street Port Coquitlam, BC  V3B 5K7 604-464-8581 f: 604-461-7832 psac72@bctf.ca 75 BC Culinary Arts Specialist Association (BCCASA) www.bctf.ca/bccasa   Eric MacNeill Dover Bay Secondary School 6135 McGirr Road Nanaimo, BC  V9V 1M1 250-751-3409 f: 250-751-3405 psac75@bctf.ca 73 BC Dance Educators' Association (BCDEA) www.bctf.ca/bcdea   Kim Wolski Langley Fine Arts School 9096 Trattle Street Fort Langley, BC  V1M 2S6 604-888-3113 f: 604-888-3578 psac73@bctf.ca 64 BC Educators for Distributed Learning PSA (BCEDLPSA) bcedl.ca   David Comrie Kamloops Open Online Learning 730 12th Street Kamloops, BC  V2B 3C1 250-376-5663 f: 250-377-2257 psac64@bctf.ca 52 BC Music Educators' Association (BCMEA) www.bctf.ca/bcmea   Jeff Weaver Oak Bay Secondary 2151 Cranmore Road Victoria, BC  V8R 1Z2 250-598-3361 f: 250-598-0710 psac52@bctf.ca 55 BC Primary Teachers' Association (BCPTA) www.bcpta.ca   Janine Fraser Boundary District Teachers' Association Box 634, 1815D Central Avenue Grand Forks, BC  V0H 1H0 250-446-2724 f: 250-446-2623 psac55@bctf.ca 67 BC Rural and Small Schools Teachers' Association (BCRSSTA) www.bcruralteachers.org   Virginia Ivey Pinantan Elementary School General Delivery Pinantan Lake, BC  V0E 3E0 250-377-2233 f: 250-573-3976 psac67@bctf.ca 44 BC School Counsellors' Association (BCSCA) www.bctf.ca/bcsca   Ren Morley Dr FD Sinclair Elementary 7480 128th Street Surrey, BC  V3W 4E5 604-596-1537 f: 604-596-8271 psac44@bctf.ca 57 BC Science Teachers' Association (BCScTA) bcscta.ca   Grahame Rainey Ashcroft Secondary PO Box 669 Ashcroft, BC  V0K 1A0 250-453-9144 f: 250-453-2368 psac57@bctf.ca 59 BC Social Studies Teachers' Association (BCSSTA) www.bcssta.ca   Dale Martelli Vancouver Technical Secondary 2600 East Broadway Vancouver, BC  V5M 1Y5 604-713-8215 psac59@bctf.ca 49 BC Teacher-Librarians' Association (BCTLA) www.bctf.ca/bctla   Heather Daly Moody Elementary 2717 St Johns Street Port Moody, BC  V3H 2B8 604-937-6380 psac49@bctf.ca 68 BC Teachers for Peace and Global Education (PAGE) www.pagebc.ca   Greg Van Vugt Fraser Heights Secondary 16060 108th Avenue Surrey, BC  V4N 1M1 604-582-9231 f: 604-582-9268 psac68@bctf.ca 46 BC Teachers of English Language Arts (BCTELA) www.bctela.ca/   Celia Brogan (interim) Quilchena Elementary 5300 Maple Street Vancouver, BC  V6M 3T6 604-713-4996 f: 604-713-5422 psac46@bctf.ca 58 BC Technology Education Association (BCTEA) www.bctf.ca/bctea   Martin Lim (interim) Fraser Heights Secondary 16060 108th Avenue Surrey, BC  V4N 1M1 604-587-4812 f: 604-582-9268 psac58@bctf.ca 65 Computer-Using Educators of BC (CUEBC) www.cuebc.ca   Mike Silverton Cilaire Elementary 25 Cilaire Drive Nanaimo, BC  V9S 3C9 250-758-7941 f: 250-751-8840 psac65@bctf.ca 76 Educators Against Racism (EAR)   John Peterson Lucas Centre 2132 Hamilton Avenue North Vancouver, BC  V7P 2M3 604-903-4661 psac76@bctf.ca 69 English as a Second Language PSA (ESLPSA) ellpsa.ca   Marc Tremblay Hollyburn Elementary 1329 Duchess Avenue West Vancouver, BC  V7T 1H5 604-782-1227 f: 604-981-1221 psac69@bctf.ca 66 Environmental Educators' PSA (EEPSA) www.bctf.ca/eepsa   Selina Metcalfe Surrey School District Simon Fraser University psac66@bctf.ca 53 Learning Assistance Teachers' Association (LATA) www.bctf.ca/lata   Gail Bailey Glenrosa Middle School 3565 McIver Road West Kelowna, BC  V4T 1H8 250-870-5000 (ext. 6936) f: 250-870-5076 psac53@bctf.ca 54 Physical Education--British Columbia (PE-BC) www.bctf.ca/pebc   Sue MacDonald Centre for Learning Alternatives 3400 Westwood Drive Prince George, BC  V2N 1S1 250-561-5851 f: 250-563-5487 psac54@bctf.ca 48 Provincial Intermediate Teachers' Association (PITA) www.pita.ca   Elaine Jaltema Chaffey-Burke Elementary 4404 Sardis Street Burnaby, BC  V5H 1K7 604-664-8652 psac48@bctf.ca 60 Special Education Association (SEA) www.seaofbc.ca   BJ Foulds Prince George Secondary 2901 Griffiths Avenue Prince George, BC  V2K 5N3 250-562-6441 f: 250-564-4085 psac60@bctf.ca 47 Teachers of Home Economics Specialist Association (THESA) www.bctf.ca/thesa   Paula Aquino G.W. Graham Middle Secondary 45955 Thomas Road Chilliwack, BC  V2B 0B5 604-847-0772 f: 604-824-0711 psac47@bctf.ca PSA Council Steering and Agenda Committee Chairperson Mike Silverton Cilaire Elementary 25 Cilaire Drive Nanaimo, BC V9S 3C9 250-758-7941 f: 250-751-8840 msilverton@sd68.bc.ca David Comrie Kamloops Open Online Learning 730 12th Street Kamloops, BC V2B 3C1 250-376-5663 f: 250-377-2257 dcomriel@sd73.bc.ca Mike Galliford Maple Creek Middle School 3700 Hastings Street Port Coquitlam, BC V3B 5K7 604-464-8581 f: 604-461-7832 mgalliford@sd43.bc.ca About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy Close Window Print Page   Provincial Specialist Association Presidents Last updated December 12, 2013 Sort by PSA number. 71 Aboriginal Education Association (AEA) aboriginaled.blogspot.ca   Meredith Rusk Salmon Arm West Elementary 4750 10th Avenue SW Salmon Arm, BC  V1E 3B5 250-832-3862 f: 250-833-1126 psac71@bctf.ca 63 Association for Educators of Gifted, Talented, and Creative Children in BC (AEGTCCBC) adultedpsa.org/   Shera Olson-Niewenhuizen Sorrento Elementary Box 220 Sorrento, BC  V0E 2W0 250-804-3781 f: 250-675-3374 psac63@bctf.ca 62 Association of BC Drama Educators (ABCDE) www.bcdramateachers.com   Lana O'Brien WL Seaton Secondary 2701 41st Avenue Vernon, BC  V1T 6X3 250-542-3361 f: 250-542-6076 psac62@bctf.ca 45 Association Provinciale des Professeurs de l'Immersion et du Programme-Francophone BC (APPIPC) www.appipc.ca   Sophie Bergeron Winslow Centre, SD#43 1100B Winslow Avenue Coquitlam, BC  V3J 2G3 604-937-6392 f: 604-936-6129 psac45@bctf.ca 70 BC Alternate Education Association (BCAEA) www.bctf.ca/bcaea   Mike Shaw Westside Ed Student Support Team 3770 Elliot Road Westbank, BC  V4T 1P7 250-768-3253 f: 250-768-0419 psac70@bctf.ca 41 BC Art Teachers' Association (BCATA) bcata.ca   Eileen Ryan Clayton Heights Secondary 7003 188th Street Surrey, BC  V4N 3G6 604-576-4138 f: 604-576-4793 psac41@bctf.ca 50 BC Association of Mathematics Teachers (BCAMT) www.bcamt.ca   Ron Coleborn Schou Education Center 4041 Canada Way Burnaby, BC  V5G 1G6 604-531-3170 f: 604-664-8382 psac50@bctf.ca 51 BC Association of Teachers of Modern Languages (BCATML) www.bcatml.org   Rome Lavrencic New Westminster Secondary 835 Eighth Street New Westminster, BC  V3M 3S9 604-517-6220 f: 604-517-6204 psac51@bctf.ca 42 BC Business Education Association (BCBEA) www.bcbea.ca   Harmale Sangha Tamanawis Secondary 12600 66th Avenue Surrey, BC  V3W 2A8 604-597-5234 f: 604-597-4450 psac42@bctf.ca 72 BC Co-operative Learning PSA (BCCLPSA) www.bctf.ca/bccla   Mike Galliford Maple Creek Middle School 3700 Hastings Street Port Coquitlam, BC  V3B 5K7 604-464-8581 f: 604-461-7832 psac72@bctf.ca 75 BC Culinary Arts Specialist Association (BCCASA) www.bctf.ca/bccasa   Eric MacNeill Dover Bay Secondary School 6135 McGirr Road Nanaimo, BC  V9V 1M1 250-751-3409 f: 250-751-3405 psac75@bctf.ca 73 BC Dance Educators' Association (BCDEA) www.bctf.ca/bcdea   Kim Wolski Langley Fine Arts School 9096 Trattle Street Fort Langley, BC  V1M 2S6 604-888-3113 f: 604-888-3578 psac73@bctf.ca 64 BC Educators for Distributed Learning PSA (BCEDLPSA) bcedl.ca   David Comrie Kamloops Open Online Learning 730 12th Street Kamloops, BC  V2B 3C1 250-376-5663 f: 250-377-2257 psac64@bctf.ca 52 BC Music Educators' Association (BCMEA) www.bctf.ca/bcmea   Jeff Weaver Oak Bay Secondary 2151 Cranmore Road Victoria, BC  V8R 1Z2 250-598-3361 f: 250-598-0710 psac52@bctf.ca 55 BC Primary Teachers' Association (BCPTA) www.bcpta.ca   Janine Fraser Boundary District Teachers' Association Box 634, 1815D Central Avenue Grand Forks, BC  V0H 1H0 250-446-2724 f: 250-446-2623 psac55@bctf.ca 67 BC Rural and Small Schools Teachers' Association (BCRSSTA) www.bcruralteachers.org   Virginia Ivey Pinantan Elementary School General Delivery Pinantan Lake, BC  V0E 3E0 250-377-2233 f: 250-573-3976 psac67@bctf.ca 44 BC School Counsellors' Association (BCSCA) www.bctf.ca/bcsca   Ren Morley Dr FD Sinclair Elementary 7480 128th Street Surrey, BC  V3W 4E5 604-596-1537 f: 604-596-8271 psac44@bctf.ca 57 BC Science Teachers' Association (BCScTA) bcscta.ca   Grahame Rainey Ashcroft Secondary PO Box 669 Ashcroft, BC  V0K 1A0 250-453-9144 f: 250-453-2368 psac57@bctf.ca 59 BC Social Studies Teachers' Association (BCSSTA) www.bcssta.ca   Dale Martelli Vancouver Technical Secondary 2600 East Broadway Vancouver, BC  V5M 1Y5 604-713-8215 psac59@bctf.ca 49 BC Teacher-Librarians' Association (BCTLA) www.bctf.ca/bctla   Heather Daly Moody Elementary 2717 St Johns Street Port Moody, BC  V3H 2B8 604-937-6380 psac49@bctf.ca 68 BC Teachers for Peace and Global Education (PAGE) www.pagebc.ca   Greg Van Vugt Fraser Heights Secondary 16060 108th Avenue Surrey, BC  V4N 1M1 604-582-9231 f: 604-582-9268 psac68@bctf.ca 46 BC Teachers of English Language Arts (BCTELA) www.bctela.ca/   Celia Brogan (interim) Quilchena Elementary 5300 Maple Street Vancouver, BC  V6M 3T6 604-713-4996 f: 604-713-5422 psac46@bctf.ca 58 BC Technology Education Association (BCTEA) www.bctf.ca/bctea   Martin Lim (interim) Fraser Heights Secondary 16060 108th Avenue Surrey, BC  V4N 1M1 604-587-4812 f: 604-582-9268 psac58@bctf.ca 65 Computer-Using Educators of BC (CUEBC) www.cuebc.ca   Mike Silverton Cilaire Elementary 25 Cilaire Drive Nanaimo, BC  V9S 3C9 250-758-7941 f: 250-751-8840 psac65@bctf.ca 76 Educators Against Racism (EAR)   John Peterson Lucas Centre 2132 Hamilton Avenue North Vancouver, BC  V7P 2M3 604-903-4661 psac76@bctf.ca 69 English as a Second Language PSA (ESLPSA) ellpsa.ca   Marc Tremblay Hollyburn Elementary 1329 Duchess Avenue West Vancouver, BC  V7T 1H5 604-782-1227 f: 604-981-1221 psac69@bctf.ca 66 Environmental Educators' PSA (EEPSA) www.bctf.ca/eepsa   Selina Metcalfe Surrey School District Simon Fraser University psac66@bctf.ca 53 Learning Assistance Teachers' Association (LATA) www.bctf.ca/lata   Gail Bailey Glenrosa Middle School 3565 McIver Road West Kelowna, BC  V4T 1H8 250-870-5000 (ext. 6936) f: 250-870-5076 psac53@bctf.ca 54 Physical Education--British Columbia (PE-BC) www.bctf.ca/pebc   Sue MacDonald Centre for Learning Alternatives 3400 Westwood Drive Prince George, BC  V2N 1S1 250-561-5851 f: 250-563-5487 psac54@bctf.ca 48 Provincial Intermediate Teachers' Association (PITA) www.pita.ca   Elaine Jaltema Chaffey-Burke Elementary 4404 Sardis Street Burnaby, BC  V5H 1K7 604-664-8652 psac48@bctf.ca 60 Special Education Association (SEA) www.seaofbc.ca   BJ Foulds Prince George Secondary 2901 Griffiths Avenue Prince George, BC  V2K 5N3 250-562-6441 f: 250-564-4085 psac60@bctf.ca 47 Teachers of Home Economics Specialist Association (THESA) www.bctf.ca/thesa   Paula Aquino G.W. Graham Middle Secondary 45955 Thomas Road Chilliwack, BC  V2B 0B5 604-847-0772 f: 604-824-0711 psac47@bctf.ca PSA Council Steering and Agenda Committee Chairperson Mike Silverton Cilaire Elementary 25 Cilaire Drive Nanaimo, BC V9S 3C9 250-758-7941 f: 250-751-8840 msilverton@sd68.bc.ca David Comrie Kamloops Open Online Learning 730 12th Street Kamloops, BC V2B 3C1 250-376-5663 f: 250-377-2257 dcomriel@sd73.bc.ca Mike Galliford Maple Creek Middle School 3700 Hastings Street Port Coquitlam, BC V3B 5K7 604-464-8581 f: 604-461-7832 mgalliford@sd43.bc.ca)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=20180,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 3, November/December 2009  Need a neutral third party? Feeling stressed with a break down in a work relationship? Is a work-related dispute getting worse and you don’t know what to do? Are you less effective as a teacher because of a conflict with a colleague? BCTF members are entitled to access the confidential services of trained neutral teacher-mediators who provide effective processes through the BCTF Internal Mediation Service to aid in resolving disputes among members and others. All you have to do is ask! For more information, contact the Professional and Social Issues Division at 604-871-1800 or 1-800-663-9163, ext. 1800, e-mail pbalango@bctf.ca. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20140925,www.familiesfundingteachers.ca,http://www.familiesfundingteachers.ca/wp-includes/js/plupload/moxie/runtime/html5/image/MegaPixel,404 Not Found Not Found The requested URL /wp-includes/js/plupload/moxie/runtime/html5/image/MegaPixel was not found on this server. Apache/2.2.16 (Debian) Server at www.familiesfundingteachers.ca Port 80)
(20141007,www.huffingtonpost.ca,http://www.huffingtonpost.ca/news/bc-teachers-strike-2014/-min.js,B.C. Teachers Strike 2014: Pictures, Videos, Breaking News Using a mobile device? Go to m.huffingtonpost.com for huffpost mobile. Vancouver Christy Clark B.C. First Nations Gregor Robertson More Log in Create Account Notifications Profile Settings Logout Edition: CA BR Brasil CA Canada DE Deutschland ES España FR France IT Italia JP 日本 (Japan) KR 한국 (Korea) MG Maghreb UK United Kingdom US United States Region: BC All Canada Alberta British Columbia Québec (en français) Follow FRONT PAGE Politics Ford Still Doesn't Understand Racism37 Kenney Posts Photos Of Iraqi Children To Make Case For ISIL Airstrikes75 Clinton: Canadian Help In ISIL Fight 'Indispensable' Canada Sends Advance Team To Middle East106 Unvetted Judge Joins Supreme Court39 Go to Politics More in Politics The Pulse Stephen Harper You might also like US Politics UK Politics Business Porn Company Has A Raunchy Deal For Air Canada Pilots Sun News Just Lost Its Main Source Of Content; What Now? Massive Canadian Newspaper Buyout90 Look What China Might Actually Build47 This Is How You Rack Up U.S. Roaming Charges While In Canada Go to Business More in Business Small Business Money You might also like Tech TechCrunch Autoblog WorldPost Spanish Nurse First To Contract Ebola Outside West Africa494 It's Been 3 Weeks Since Anyone's Seen Kim And Rumors Are Swirling 3 New Findings On ISIS Weapons That You Should Know About Kurds Face Massacre In Syrian Border Town As Turkey Just Watches331 Turkish President Says Syrian Town Under Islamic State Siege Is About To Fall94 Go to WorldPost More in WorldPost Foreign Affairs World Elections Arab Uprising Afghanistan War Syria Crisis You might also like Travel Impact Living 100 Pumpkin Carvings That Will Inspire You Fried Maple Leaves Are A Delicacy In Japan, And We're Jealous 8 Nuit Blanche Displays With Powerful Messages Go to Living You might also like Healthy Living Food Recipes Divorce Women Parentdish Green Post50 Weddings Style Best Halloween Costumes For Men And Women Most Offensive Products In Retail Canadian Model Coco Rocha Is Pregnant! Bridesmaid Dresses You'll Wear Again Jessica Chastain Poses In Lingerie Go to Style More in Style Beauty Fashion Celeb Style Entertaining and Etiquette Stylelist Canada Wedding Style Home Style You might also like Style (U.S.) Weddings Stylelist Canada Entertainment JWoww 'Pulled A Britney' And Shaved Her Head35 Kris Jenner Opens Up About The Late Robert Kardashian Beyonce & Nicki Minaj Are Straight Up 'Flawless' In Paris Performance13 '7th Heaven' Star Reportedly Confesses To Child Molestation On Tape190 Kendra Wilkinson Gets Candid About Those Cheating Rumors11 Go to Entertainment You might also like Music Celebrity TV Moviefone Arts The Glamorous History Of Pin-Up Like You've Never Seen It Before This Is What It Really Looks Like To Be A Modern Day Nun Here Are A Bunch Of F*cking Delightful Artsy Cat Photos. You're Welcome. New Animation-Inspired Art Show Will Make You Yearn For Saturday Morning Cartoons Go to Arts You might also like Books Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Religion Alberta 20 Puppies Found Abandoned In Field Anti-Abortion Postcard Targets Tory MP.. Again Mystery 'GPO Girl' Turns Up In Calgary Jim Prentice: Time A Critical Factor In Alberta Worker Shortage12 Go to Alberta More in Alberta Alberta Politics Alberta Business Alison Redford Calgary Edmonton British Columbia B.C. Teen Killed By Train Was Wearing Headphones, Texting: RCMP Anthem Singer's Fall Is Lesson In Showmanship Pastafarian Loses B.C. Driver's Licence Over Holy Colander Elderly Asian Women Attacked In Vancouver Lawyers Of Convicted Surrey Six Gangsters Want Mistrial Go to British Columbia More in British Columbia B.C. Politics B.C. Business Christy Clark Vancouver ALL SECTIONS News Canada Politics Canada Business US Politics US Business World Media Sports Education Crime Weird News Good News Daily Finance Entertainment Entertainment Music TV Celebrity Comedy Art Books Moviefone Life & Style Living Style Home Healthy Living Taste Weddings Travel Parents Divorce Huff/Post 50 Marlo Thomas OWN Tech & Science Tech Science Green Techcrunch Engadget TUAW Joystiq Voices Impact Women Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Religion College Teen Local Quebec (French) Calgary Montreal Ottawa Toronto Vancouver Winnipeg Mapquest Patch.com Our Mobile Apps iPhone iPad HuffPost Live iPad Android Phone Android Tablet British Columbia B.C. Politics B.C. Business Christy Clark Vancouver rss of this page Like 45 featured blog posts B.C. Public Schools Need More Funding, Not Fundraising I find that the inadequacies of public education funding have ignited a fire in me. Is anyone else feeling like we should stop fundraising for the things that should be funded by the government? Mellissa Kimberley Mother, Artisan, Lifelong Learner     It's Time For B.C. Teachers To Stop Lying To Parents The teachers have been lying to us. For years. They've been covering it up. Papering over underfunding and mismanaged fiscal priorities with brightly coloured posters and sparkly stickers. Concealing an impoverished system by buying the damn supplies themselves. Without receiving so much as a tax break on those purchases. Naomi Lazarus Costume Designer, Mother I Refuse To Stop Spending My Own Money On My Classroom Yes, I've bought the materials in the boxes that I'll be hauling to work each day this week. And yes, I sincerely wish that I hadn't had to go out of pocket to make sure that my students get the best education that I can give them. The underfunding of public education in B.C. has already taken enough out of me. I refuse to let it take who I am as a teacher, too. Ashley D. MacKenzie High School Teacher A Normal Sunday, At Last The early afternoon sun brightens the kitchen as it shines down through the skylight; I can hear my two youngest children, managing to not bicker and argue their way through Lego Star Wars on the TV, and I'm sitting across the kitchen table from my teacher husband, typing this as he plots out his Socials 8 course for the year. This is the first Sunday in months that feels normal for us. Mellissa Kimberley Mother, Artisan, Lifelong Learner The Last Day of School As families in B.C. prepare for the long-awaited return to school, I am inspired to sit down and write out my own reflections of this past summer. In countless movies, we see children hard at work on their first day of classes, writing out their first essay of the school year. And so, I take a page from that to bring you "What I Did On My Last Day Of School." Mellissa Kimberley Mother, Artisan, Lifelong Learner   The Conspiracy Of Silence In B.C. Schools Is Over Well, here we are, with a deal to vote on. We're climbing up out of the trenches, dusting ourselves off, holding our noses against the stench of manipulation, and voting. We'll vote yes, but it won't be an overwhelming yes. Cecelia Griffiths B.C. Resource Teacher B.C. Teachers' Strike 2014: At What Cost? These past three months have been an exercise in spinning plates, deciding what bills must be paid now and which can sit for a month; making those excruciatingly embarrassing phone calls to utility companies to ask for extensions, explaining our circumstances and hoping for an understanding and lenient person on the other end of the phone. I can't help but shake my head, because shouldn't teachers with their professional training be able to make ends meet better than this? Mellissa Kimberley Mother, Artisan, Lifelong Learner B.C. Teachers Should Vote No To Tentative Deal Despite what I know was a Herculean effort on the part of our bargaining team, I very much hope that B.C. teachers will vote no to the tentative agreement. After five weeks of strike, and 12 years of legal battles, this is not the deal that will restore sanity to public education and it is not a fair deal for teachers and students. Tara Ehrcke Teacher, Activist, Citizen B.C. Teachers' Strike Was About Values, Not Economics Now, do I feel as though both sides compromised equally on this contract? No. I do feel like the teachers gave up more. But as much as I'd like a salary increase that actually kept up with the rate of inflation, and the budget to fund some firm way of handling class size and composition, this whole strike wasn't about economics. Ashley D. MacKenzie High School Teacher B.C. Teachers' Strike Is Epic Struggle Of Dinosaurs Millions of years ago, a triceratops and a Tyrannosaurus rex fought it out as the Cretaceous period came to a end. Neither realized their struggle was futile since they were both about to become extinct. The B.C. teachers' strike is another epic struggle of dinosaurs as the Ministry of Education and teachers' union are locked in bitter dispute over issues that have little significance since the market for education has fundamentally changed. Steven Burton Creator of Icicle, the HACCP Food Safety Platform Do B.C. Parents Have To Buy Toilet Paper Soon As Part Of School Supplies? Then there is the issue of school supplies. I have watched the list steadily lengthen over the years. This year alone, I have spent $300 just so my children can have adequate supplies for school. Not to mention that their supply lists include ridiculous items like Kleenex, photocopy paper and Ziploc bags. If our schools don't even have the funding to supply children with something to wipe their noses with, then like one parent said to me, "What's next, toilet paper?" Carolyn Moeller Mother, Community Volunteer, Bookkeeper A Rough Guide To E80 And The B.C. Teachers' Strike Everybody watching the B.C. public teachers' strike has heard of E80, and nobody understands it. Even the negotiating teams can't agree on what it means -- a pretty good sign that it should be deep-sixed pronto. The bottom line is that the parties' positions on E80 is fatally poisoned by distrust. Many fault the union, but it's the government who wrote the script. Sandy Garossino Business Owner, Community Advocate, former Crown prosecutor Christy Clark Is Balancing the Budget at the Expense of Kids and Teachers The current teachers federation vs. government struggle is more than a labour dispute. For those who look closely, what's revealed is a style of government that appears to disregard facts, deceive the public, tarnish the reputation of teachers, all in a move to pit the people against teachers and their legal right to due process under the law. Government's disdain for trained professionals in order to gain a political advantage is deplorable. No government should hide the truth of its past misconduct. No government should balance the budget at the expense of teachers and kids. Raffi Cavoukian Troubadour, Author I Served To Help Children Attend School Abroad, But Am Helpless In B.C. I sacrificed myself, along with my army buddies, to help children in other countries to attend school, but what can I do in my own country to get children back in school in B.C. Madam Premier, this is our province. Not just mine and definitely not just yours. This province is not just yours to destroy the rights and freedoms of the people. Dan Nickel Retired Army Mechanic, Hockey Coach B.C. Teachers' Strike: 5 Tips For Survival Dr. Divi Chandna Physician, Author Help B.C. Teachers Feel Valued With #thisisYOURstrikepay I am a B.C. teacher, and lately I feel like I should apologize for that. I'm so tired of hearing how awful I am. How greedy. How I shouldn't want more for my students. Let's get teachers feeling valued because things are rough right now, and it's getting hard to remember by ourselves. Kat Ling Teacher Chinese Parents' Group Takes Credit For Ending Teachers' Strike Quick Read | Comments | 10.01.2014 B.C. School Districts Ordered To Return All Strike Savings Quick Read | Comments | 09.26.2014 Return To Classes 'Very Emotional' Quick Read | Comments | 09.22.2014 BACK TO SCHOOL! Quick Read | Comments | 09.21.2014 Teachers Shut Out Of B.C. Liberal Fundraiser After 'Security' Concerns Quick Read | Comments (84) | 09.21.2014 The Secret Meeting That Broke The B.C. Teachers' Impasse Quick Read | Comments | 09.21.2014 'Neither Side Got Exactly What They Wanted' Quick Read | Comments | 09.20.2014 B.C. Teachers' Strike Ends With Bittersweet Contract Approval Quick Read | Comments | 09.19.2014 B.C. Teachers Vote On Bittersweet Contract Deal With Province Quick Read | Comments | 09.18.2014 Veteran Mediator Elevated To Hero Status In B.C. Quick Read | Comments | 09.16.2014 DEAL Quick Read | Comments (53) | 09.20.2014 B.C. Teachers' Dispute Spins Into Boycott Of Businesses Quick Read | Comments (147) | 09.17.2014 Is Mother Nature Trying To Say Something About Teachers' Strike? Quick Read | Comments | 09.16.2014 B.C. Teachers' Strike's 'Unintended Consequences' Quick Read | Comments (14) | 09.15.2014 About B.C. Teachers Strike 2014 Public teachers in British Columbia began rotating strikes in May 2014 which also included a partial lockout by the provincial government. It escalated to a full-scale walkout a month later as part of a bitter ongoing contract dispute. The sticking points are pay, class size and composition, and classroom support. A mediator walked out on exploratory talks a few days before the scheduled start of the 2014/15 school year, declaring the two sides too far apart to attempt mediation. Most Popular Whk00puh5k%2Bp%2FYVDIhQElYbiYJ7l%2BGrIFNmGT9XZrMc%3D ldmCcif%2FLlEpeCpvWnQdBL6uPgmTwBztX8Pvtt25%2BpM%3D exABQjIsjdWHWO96CaCs4EzuGVnbhGskyxYg%2Bc8ioXI%3D 1 of 3 B.C. Teachers Strike 2014: Gov't Won't Impose Settlement, Says De Jong 3 Comments A Teacher's Appeal To BC Liberals Of Conscience 54 Comments B.C. Teachers Strike 2014: Union Hopes For Mediation In August 2 Comments B.C. Teachers' Strike News Could Come Just Days Before Scheduled School Year 0 Comments Promising? Marathon Teachers' Strike Talks Go Into Wee Hours Quick Read | Comments (70) | 09.15.2014 Ontario Teachers Donate $100,000 To Striking B.C. Counterparts Quick Read | Comments (15) | 09.12.2014 WATCH: Singing Out Teachers' Strike Frustrations Quick Read | Comments | 09.12.2014 Homemade Study Guide Goes Viral To Help Grade 12 Students During Strike Quick Read | Comments | 09.12.2014 Education Minister No Longer Ruling Out Back-To-Work Legislation Quick Read | Comments (62) | 09.12.2014 Christy Clark Event Caterers Find Restaurant Window Smashed Quick Read | Comments (13) | 09.11.2014 'Widely Expected' Teachers' Vote Result Turns Up Pressure On Province Quick Read | Comments | 09.11.2014 Big Budget Surplus Not For Teachers' Deal: Finance Minister Quick Read | Comments (64) | 09.10.2014 Voucher System For B.C. Schools 'Categorically Not True': Minister Quick Read | Comments (38) | 09.09.2014 B.C. Union Leaders Urge Clark To Accept Binding Arbitration Quick Read | Comments (32) | 09.09.2014 Bus Driver Rejected Student Fare Due To Strike: Teen Quick Read | Comments | 09.09.2014 Pages:   1 2 3 4 5 Advertise | Make HuffPost your Home Page | RSS | Careers | FAQ User Agreement | Privacy | Comment Policy | About Us | About Our Ads | Contact Us Copyright © 2014 TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. | "The Huffington Post" is a registered trademark of TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. All rights reserved. Part of HPMG News)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2011/07/why-all-teacher-bashing-to-divert-your.html?showComment=1310069572345,Staffroom Confidential: Why all the teacher bashing? To divert your attention Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Thursday, July 7, 2011 Why all the teacher bashing? To divert your attention It's been a heady week of attacking BC teachers. Whether it be the college supposedly failing to keep bad teachers out of schools, or the demands of teachers in bargaining, it seems just about every CanWest paper and CKNW station is out to demonize teachers. I'm not surprised. They can't attack our primary demand - improved classroom conditions. They know that parents are onside when it comes to improving funding for schools and making classes smaller and more manageable. The recent court decision only makes this harder as a third party - a Supreme court judge, no less - found that we were correct and the government acted unconstitutionally. So instead? Focus on the tiny number of "bad apples" (which, of course, every profession has). The most blatent was the Province's distasteful cartoon using a Hitler image in the role of substitute teacher. It's hard to express in words how disrespectful this is, but I loved the humourous comeback of one blogster: "Province's Nazi Cartoon all in good fun" However these diversion tactics are really for another purpose - they want to paint teachers as the enemy (for wanting decent wages and working conditions) so that we don't notice the massive theft taking place of ordinary families by government, the banks and corporate Canada. I'm no fan of the Fraser Institute, and I don't agree with the conclusion they reach, but this article was interesting to show how taxation has shifted to average Canadians (http://www.fraserinstitute.org/research-news/news/display.aspx?id=17445). Corporations and the wealthy used to pay *closer* to their fair share to support public services. As corporate taxes declined, governments relied on debt to finance these services. Now that the debt bubble has burst in so many places, it is the services themselves and the people who work as public servants that are under threat. The answer is very simple. Don't cut services. Don't increase taxes for ordinary working families. Don't demonize public sector workers. Don't decimate the middle class. Tax those who can afford to pay. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 10:34 AM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 6 comments: Herb CouchJuly 7, 2011 at 1:12 PM To see the cartoon in The Province, you need to click on Tuesday, July 05, 2011 at: http://www.theprovince.com/opinion/editorial-cartoons/index.htmlReplyDelete AnonymousJuly 7, 2011 at 4:14 PM The tax shift onto individuals and families has been huge. Even Warren Buffett (billionaire) admitted that his secretary pays taxes at a higher rate than he does. He also commented that the monied classes have been "waging war" on unions, middle and lower classes for over 30 years and that "we are winning" (we being the upper class). Small surprise that the Liberal government marches to the same tune.ReplyDelete AnonymousJuly 7, 2011 at 5:46 PM amazing how blind teachers really are to the REAL world ... every other industry and sector is having wage freezes, cutbacks, layoffs, reductions and teachers want less hours, shorter weeks, shorter school years, less work all for MORE pay !!! get your heads out of the sand and have a look at the real word for once ... you wonder why kids have no respect for your profession (and I use that term very loosely) try doing a full days work for once and teach kids they have to work a full 8 hours a day and then maybe people will start to respect you ... until that time occurs, well that's not likely !!!!!!!!!!ReplyDelete AnonymousJuly 7, 2011 at 7:47 PM Right, it's not like teachers have parents, siblings, spouses or friends who work in the "real world". I'm assuming you don't have any family or friends who are teachers or you'd change your tune... During the school year I'm physically at the school an average of 8 hours, and I do a lot of planning and marking while at home, too. I can count on at least 2-3 hours of marking/planning on my weekends, unless it's report card time, when I spend more like 8-10 hours on the weekend working. I once worked out my hourly wage and it was a little distressing. Add to that the fact that I probably shell out about $500 a year out of pocket for supplies, resources and courses (usually the PAC gives about $100 for supplies, but that goes quickly)... Having said all that, I voted for job action not because of pay or benefits, but because the current state of funding in education means that we are placing too many special needs students in each class and each student is not getting the amount of individual attention he needs. I love teaching, but I hate feeling like I should be doing a better job than I am. A quality public school education is such an important investment. I hope that both the BCTF and the BCPSEA manage to reach an agreement that benefits everyone: kids, families and educators. We ALL deserve it.ReplyDelete AnonymousJuly 9, 2011 at 12:09 AM Well said, The untold, unseen, unpaid hours provided by teachers will continue to be ignored by the misinformed who think that teachers work 5 hours per day. There's two remedies for this: a. pay teachers fairly for the ridiculously long hours that are put in b. have teachers withdraw all of this voluntary, unpaid, unappreciated time and watch the system grind to a halt Joe Public who wants teachers to get off their lazy asses may want to get his facts straight before he totally alienates one of the few groups in society that voluntarily works for free 2 to 3 hours per day...try asking your local banker, lawyer, or doctor to do that my friend.ReplyDelete AnonymousAugust 26, 2011 at 10:00 PM Wow, I am disheartened to hear people bash teachers. If you have kids and you love your kids wouldn't you want the people who are teaching them and moulding them to be treated with the respect they deserve? Teachers are a noble bunch but often too busy w/ teaching our childrden to fight for their rights! Teachers have been very patient;now it's time to stand up for them and support them not bash them.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ▼  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ▼  July (2) SOS: US Teachers march on Washington this summer Why all the teacher bashing? To divert your attent... ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141003,www.facebook.com,https://www.facebook.com/supporteducationinbc/photos/pb.1442360749345844.-2207520000.1412360591./1468157046766214/UFIOrderingModeSelector.react?_fb_noscript=1,Page Not Found | Facebook For a better experience on Facebook, enable JavaScript in your browser, or switch to our mobile site. Facebook logo Email or Phone Password Keep me logged in Forgot your password? Sign Up Sorry, this page isn't available The link you followed may be broken, or the page may have been removed. Go back to the previous page · Go to the Facebook homepage · Visit the Help Center Mobile Find Friends Badges People Pages Places Games Locations About Create Ad Create Page Developers Careers Privacy Cookies Terms Help Facebook © 2014 · English (US))
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=15176,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2008 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 20, Number 5, March 2008 From two-way to three-way freeway splits By Suzanne Wernli-Roy Welcome to the fast lane of teaching in an age of migrations to the city! As the rural populations dwindle and communities are reeling from economic and governmental cutbacks, teachers, may they be teaching in regular English or in French Immersion programs, face the prospect of having more than one or two grades in individual classrooms. While some argue there are advantages in joining two or more grades together, many see more disadvantages and challenges in multiple grades. A BCTF research report by Charlie Naylor, published in January 2000 and entitled "Split-Grade and Multi-Age Classes: A Review of the Research and a Consideration of the BC Context," introduces this topic by giving two reasons why these types of classes exist. One is philosophical, focusses on the benefits, and is termed multi-age. The other is economical, often the result of schools functioning at half their capacities, and is termed multigrade. Being imposed upon teachers "out of necessity rather than choice," it is no wonder that multigrade classes, especially three-way splits and up, are causing dissatisfaction and stress within many of our school communities. Compounding the problem is the fact that multigrade classes are not addressed anymore anywhere in legislation. When funding, staffing, or class size and composition are considered, multigrade and single-grade classes are on the same level plane. In the Coast Mountain School District regular program, the school in Kitwanga deals with three-way split classes filled with a high percentage of students on Individual Education Plans. A third of the students also qualify for English as a Second Dialect. When asked what advantages there were in teaching a three-way split, one teacher there put it bluntly: "There are NO advantages." Another teacher ignored the question completely. All deplored the lack of time to meet individual students’ needs and insufficient special service assistance caused by inadequate funding. In the Bulkley Valley, the school in Quick has two classes, one Primary (K–3) and one Intermediate (4–7). Teachers there love their assignments and see many educational and social benefits in allowing younger and older students to interact in various ways (peer assessment, peer tutoring) that encourage pre-learning and reinforce abilities. The French Immersion programs in Northwestern BC also harbour multigrade teaching assignments. At the elementary level, three-way splits can be found in Kitimat, Hazelton, Smithers, and Burns Lake (to name only the ones I am aware of). There are K/1/2, 2/3/4, 3/4/5, 5/6/7, and even a 4/5/6/7 French Immersion English Language Arts class taught two hours weekly. The main difficulty for early primary multigrade FI classes is that the high level of student-teacher interaction needed to learn a second language is hard to achieve. Kindergarten students, who know little French, tend to discourage the others to communicate in something other than English. On the other hand, older students can help younger ones to build their oral vocabulary. There are no incentives or bonuses attached to teaching a multigrade class. Fifteen years ago, I had a full-time assistant for a slightly oversized primary-intermediate split. In those days, we had clauses in our contracts that acknowledged the particular needs of such assignments. Now, one may feel like Maria in The Sound of Music when first presented with the following assignment: "What? Seven children... in Grade 5, eight in Grade 4, and five in Grade 3!" Then, one gets on with it, does better than one’s best, and finds love and a purpose in life. Well... If you want to keep your job and stay in a community you have adopted, you accept the challenge. You hope for parental involvement or understanding, and for a well-balanced group of independent learners who can be teamed up for teaching/ working purposes (recommendation found in a position paper by the Elementary Teachers’ Federation of Ontario (ETFO) titled "Split Decisions"). There is no one way to teach a three-way or other type of split, just a good capacity to stretch one’s mind, energy, and time for the sake of one’s students. It is an assignment that suits a well-seasoned teacher, adept at this sort of gymnastic and who has accumulated baggage to work with a few grades, better than a first-timer who may attempt in one year to teach the learning outcomes for each area of the curriculum and each grade present in her or his classroom. Multi-age classes, also named non-graded, work because the curriculum is adapted to the students who progress at their own pace. There are no report cards or FSA tests! In a graded system where grade specific textbooks and standardized achievement tests are the norm, multigrade teachers struggle if they don’t prioritize their learning expectations. Personally, I have taught three-way split classes four times since the 2003—04 school year. It was hardest when I had students on IEPs and others with bad behaviours or study habits. I learned to better plan, assess, manage my classroom, modify or adapt assignments, and use students’ strengths to foster autonomy. I agree with a colleague who teaches a FI 2/3/4 class when she says: "There is great continuity in a three-way split as reading groups may already be set from the previous year." You spend less time figuring out your group of students and teaching them routines in September because you’ve had some of them for two years already. And, over time, you will cover most of the learning outcomes with them, although not in sequential order. Multigrade education is invading more rural communities. If the trend continues, could there be a return to the one-room schoolhouses where my great-aunt taught at the beginning of the 20th Century? I doubt it. Many parents nowadays opt for home schooling backed by computers and the use of the Internet. Secondary school students already virtually attend courses broadcast over the Internet. For example, French Immersion students from Caledonia Secondary School in Terrace are presently accessing a FI Social Studies Internet course (Scs Humaines 11) that is taking place in the FI Grades 8 to 11 classroom at Hazelton Secondary School. This course will be open to more students at a later date. Besides the use of the Internet, other solutions to the student or teacher shortage in rural areas are self-directed learning and differentiated instruction. Are these methods appropriate in all, first- and second-language settings? How are we going to evaluate students learning this way? Since multigrades are likely here to stay, let us consider some more of the solutions found in the ETFO’s report mentioned earlier: a review of the funding formula by the government, allotment of more prep time for smaller multigrade classes by school boards, and more lesson plans and resources specifically for these classes. I dream of a freeway of many steps in the same direction: accessible and equitable public education for all, rural and city, folks! Suzanne Wernli-Roy teaches at John Field Elementary School, New Hazelton and is a member of the BCTF’s French Advisory Committee. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=13882,BCTF News Releases  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources   For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development News Release Archives 2014  2013  2012    2011 2010  2009  2008 2007  2006  Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2007 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE October 1, 2007 BC teachers support civic and library workers  At their recent executive meeting, the British Columbia Teachers’ Federation passed a motion of support for the Vancouver civic and library workers in their attempt to achieve an equitable and respectful collective agreement with their employer. “The teachers of the province join with others in their sincere hope that the city and library employees in Vancouver will be back at work in time to celebrate Thanksgiving with their families,” says Irene Lanzinger, president of the British Columbia Teachers’ Federation. “We really can’t understand why our city workers are out on the picket line for so long when all the municipalities around us settled with their employees without losing a day of work.” Lanzinger said that the attitude of the mayor toward the strike is disappointing. “Does the mayor care that students and their families have been without library services and recreation programs most of the summer and since school opened?” City libraries and community centres offer programs throughout the school year that augment the curriculum and ensure that students have a safe and nurturing place to go after school and on the weekends. “The Federation has experienced its own labour problems this year and we know that strikes are hard on everyone,” acknowledged Lanzinger. “The sooner this is over the better for everyone concerned.” -  30  - For more information, contact Kathleen MacKinnon, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell). Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7730,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 4, January/February 2005 EI president visits B.C. The new president of Education International (EI), Thulas Nxesi, thanked Canadians for the role they played in ending apartheid in South Africa when he spoke at the opening of the BCTF leadership institute in November. He thanked the BCTF, in particular, for its support in the development of his union, SADTU. Nxesi was elected head of Education International at its Congress in July, in Brazil. Nxesi also spoke about what is happening to teachers around the world: "Whether you are a teacher in South Africa, Canada, or Asia, the issues are the same. The conditions may be different, but the issues are the same: cuts in social spending, increases in class sizes, and casualization of teaching jobs. These actions of right-wing governments have set back global progressive forces." He complimented the BCTF on joining the B.C. Federation of Labour and the recognition that we are all workers and must be acting together. Dividing progressive forces ensures loss, he said. He urged the BCTF to continue the tradition of international solidarity it demonstrated in working with his colleagues in South Africa. – Larry Kuehn Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11148,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2002 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 14, Number 5, March 2002 A response to the balanced budget fixation by Cheryl Fiske I do not know you, but I am guessing that you were not raised by a single parent. Perhaps if you were raised by a single mother who worked as hard as mine did, you would understand the difference between balancing a budget and destroying human spirit. If you were raised by a single mom, you would know that sometimes the books never balance. Sometimes you borrow from your phone bill so your child can take piano lessons. Sometimes you max out your credit card because your child needs penicillin or lunch or a new pair of shoes. Sometimes you rotate the bills you pay from month to month to keep your child in diapers and groceries and other essentials. Sometimes you need to work two jobs to make ends meet because you still only make 60% of what a man makes, and you go to school at night so you can make things better for your family. You borrow money to pay the tuition. If you were raised by such a parent, you might understand that balancing a budget is not simple accounting. To balance a budget at all costs, especially when your budgeting strategies attack the weakest of society and put the elderly, the mentally challenged, and struggling families at risk, is unethical and inhumane. The cutbacks that the Liberals have implemented have hurt teachers, nurses, and the entire future of organized labour in this province, but even more despicable are the results: the danger my aged grandparents now face every time they have to get in and out of the shower because they are no longer eligible for home support. the extra stress felt by my mother who, after working two jobs, now must ensure that her parents are properly fed and bathed, their laundry done, their doctor appointments made, and all other daily tasks tended to. the frustration felt by parents because they no longer have support for their ADD/ADHD/FAS/schizophrenic/autistic/oppositional defiant child. the despair felt by women on social assistance who now must find work and costly childcare by the time their children are three years old or lose their welfare cheque. the teen parents attending secondary schools in this province who now may lose their funding for the very daycare that allows them to complete their education and become productive, contributing members of our society. These cuts go beyond "balanced budget accounting"—slicing into the very fabric of our nation. Am I a socialist? Damn right. But, I am not whining—I am screaming in protest and defiance of this government and what it is doing to the people I love and the society I cherish. Cheryl Fiske is a TOC in Central Okanagan. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7464&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 6, April 2006 Toys for amnesty by Susan Ruzik I am one of the teacher members of the International Peace Education Conference (IPEC), which is a working group participating as part of the World Peace Forum from June 25–27. One of the BCTF initiatives as part of IPEC is to ask all teachers in BC to talk to their students about peace and violence and then ask them to surrender their toys and games of violence and bring them to the Forum where they will be transformed into works of art by several artists. The Museum of Anthropology will showcase these works from June to October. The idea originated with Sam Fillipoff, a retired Vancouver teacher who is another member of IPEC. He has Doukhobor roots and told us the story of how the Doukhobors surrendered their arms in the face of their enemies in order to have the conflict end in a peaceful way. When I brought this idea back to teachers and parents in my district, they loved the idea but wanted the art to be done locally as Port Moody is a "City of the Arts." I spoke to Lynda Baker, the manager of the Port Moody Arts Centre who thought it was a great idea and immediately put me in touch with Elizabeth Keuvorst, the manager of cultural services for the city, who said the city would support the idea. She also introduced me to artist Bill Thomson who makes art out of recycled objects. We have been given the Plum Room at the Blackberry Gallery in Port Moody to showcase the art from May 2–28. I approached the Village Toy Shop, which sells educational toys in Newport Village, Port Moody, to see if I could get some toys to exchange for the violent ones. The owner of the store was thrilled to be a part of it and is offering toys or coupons to the children. She also held a "Toys for Amnesty" event at her store on April 1 with facepainting, entertainment, and the police were there with their cruisers. In our violent society, with many children not able to distinguish between reality and what they see on videos, TV, and computers, this is a timely topic. Even if children are not ready to surrender their toys, a seed will have been planted in their minds if they are exposed to the idea. If you are able to find the time to talk to your students and collect their toys, we will be happy to collect them at Moody Elementary School or you can send them to the World Peace Forum. The artist is available to come to some schools to work with students. You could plan an event with a secondary or middle school and their feeder elementary schools. Give peace a chance and plan an event at your school! Susan Ruzik teaches at Moody Elementary School, Port Moody.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=21924%20&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 23, Number 4, Jan./Feb. 2011   Waiting on 21st century learning…without apology to “Waiting on Superman” By Grant Osborne   I attended the BC Superintendent’s Association Conference in Victoria on November 17–19, 2010, with the two local reps of the New Westminster Teachers’ Union. This annual conference is usually only attended to a capacity of 50% but this year was a sell-out. Why? We were to receive from on high the message of 21st century personalized learning. This was to be a “sea change” in learning in BC, emphasizing an increased use of technology, increased involvement of parents, students selecting from a smorgasbord of learning opportunities, and a move to having teachers become facilitators of learning. Superintendents, administrators, principals and vice-principals, select teachers and a small number of local union and BCTF executive members, and staff waited with bated breath to find out how this educational tsunami would appear. In a meeting with the 20 or so BCTF and local union reps the night before, the question was how to respond, especially since, to date, there had been no consultation with teachers. What did we get? The new Minister of Education George Abbott led off with a speech in which he explained how new he was to education and how he hoped to learn with us. His humourous take on a “Curious George” approach with frequent reference to lyrics of the Beatles was at least entertaining. We had soon-to-be-ex-Premier Campbell give a gushing tribute to teachers saying how society needed to celebrate their passion, listen to their voices, have the best and brightest become teachers, reach out and support us. After all this time, we didn’t realize how much he loved us! Cue Rod Serling and Twilight Zone music. Between this, we heard from presenters Valeria Hannon and Tony McKay (British and Australian respectively) describe to us 21st Century Learning. We were told it had no given menu, that we were co-creating, that education is a global business, and numerous references to the Gates Foundation and Global Education Leaders Programme. Education was constantly linked with employment, and one quote they liked was, “We have to be hospice workers bringing the old system to a dignified death and midwives helping birth the new.” We heard of Finland being a market leader without reference to the social factors that rank Finland number one in international testing—5% poverty (versus 15% +/- here), homogenous culture, small schools, a veneration of education, and the fact that it is extremely challenging to become a teacher in Finland. We heard about ubiquitous technology and opportunity and collaborative social-constructivist learning (a prize to anyone who can explain what was just said). We had videos from the states—my favourite was High Tech High, shot in black and white—which had many of the participants musing, “Why are we looking to the United States as an example of education when it ranks 33rd in the world and we rank in the top 5?” And yes, the musings. The presenters encouraged the participants to post Twitter feeds while the presentations unfolded, and to make their thoughts known on SurveyMonkey. This was to be their undoing. On Friday afternoon, after a conference-highlight presentation by Stuart Shaenker, an expert in child development and development disorders, who provided a low-tech, riveting, funny, story-telling approach to his topic (definitely not 21st century learning!), we had a somewhat subdued pair of presenters return to tell us that they had spent the night looking at the Twitter feeds and survey results. They never meant to emphasize a corporate agenda, they said. They didn’t realize that much of what they were presenting as cutting edge was already being done in BC schools; that probably they should have asked what was being done in BC schools first. That’s how the conference concluded: roundtable discussions about the cutting-edge learning already happening here and now in British Columbia. So what to take away from it? That’s a hard question. One memorable speech was from Deputy Education Minister James Gorman who told us that he didn’t know who was going to lead the government, how long George Abbott would be the minister (Abbott had yet to declare his leadership intentions and had yet to resign as minister), and that 21st Century Learning was flying at 50,000 feet and we don’t know where it will land. This spoke of a government and ministry without any direction. Another reference by the presenters was to the documentary, Waiting on Superman, a film made by the same director who did An Inconvenient Truth. This docu-mentary follows several children and their families as they wait to see if they have won the lottery to attend a prestigious American charter school. The film goes to great lengths to laud the charter school movement, but imbedded in it are the real facts—that only 17% of charter schools are outperforming public schools, with 46% performing the same and 37% worse (CREDO study)—or that there were charter school principals being indicted for embezzlement, or that studies have shown that teachers account for around 10% of a student’s standardized test scores and non-school factors account for 60%. The praise is actually a condemnation of the charter system. Perhaps that’s it—do you improve a system by supporting it or declaring it broken and in need of replacement without any meaningful studies to reach that conclusion? International rankings have Canada near the top in the world in education and BC, despite the lack of government support, is on the top of that heap. Why are we looking to Britain (13th), the United States (33rd), or the Peoples’ Republic of China (mentioned often in the presentation) as education models? Looking at other systems can be enlightening but we need to be clear why we are looking at them and what we are looking for. Rather, the final roundtable exercise of the conference was valuable. BC has an exceptional education system despite the lack of government funding and support. Imagine what we could do if public education was seen as the great social equalizer and promoter, the most successful social experiment in history, and something worth honouring and supporting. In the meantime, the message from the Ministry of Education seems to be the need for change… the mantra seems to be: 21st Century Learning…it’s coming, be excited, start talking about it, and planning for it…we just can’t tell you what it is. At least Campbell says he loves teachers. Who’ da thunk it.   Grant Osborne is president, New Westminster Teachers’ Union.   )
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12052&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2001 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 13, Number 6, April 2001 Art counters prejudice by June Chow Richmond’s Howard DeBeck Elementary School teachers Linda Con and Sharon Straathof are turning their unassuming Grade 4 to 6 students into ad execs’ worst nightmares: critical viewers. Through a residency by visual artist, Sean George, students are learning to identify and critique stereotyping and bias in advertising, art, literature, and film. Specifically, they are examining representations of children–themselves–and learning to ask a number of questions. Is the child represented in a position of power, comfort, danger, or excitement? If you were the child shown here, what might you say? In the DeBeck classroom, a wall is covered in questions to challenge and stimulate the way students respond to images and text about children. The questions are underscored through classroom activities led by George, and students keep a journal/scrapbook of found images and text that hold meaning for them, plus their personal responses. In one visit, George introduces ad images of children from mainstream magazines. Though the ads target adult consumers, they feature children. In one ad for sunscreen, a young girl dressed and posed provocatively in a black bikini suntans at a resort. A woman of questionable relationship lounges behind her, similarly clothed. The ad elicits genuine shock, and although the students still lack the vocabulary to fully articulate their feelings toward the ad, when asked what they would change, many agree they would put more clothes on the girl or dress her in a different, more appropriate bathing suit. One student says he would remove the girl from the ad. George’s residency is part of Art as a Catalyst for Change, a program designed and implemented through the Vancouver-based, non-profit arts organization ArtStarts in Schools. An innovative program addressing human-rights issues, Catalyst brings artists into classrooms to create environments in which students can explore their feelings, opinions, and ideas about racism, diversity, and difference through the creative process. The program aims to give youth basic expressive tools to articulate and explore their experiences and respond to issues in the world around them. Also involved in the program this year are Cree performance artist Archer Pechawis, Japanese-Canadian visual artist Haruko Okano, and Nigerian storyteller Comfort Ero. Art as a Catalyst for Change is just one of ArtStarts’ many artist-in-the-classroom programs available to B.C. schools and teachers. The organization’s workshop/ residency artists not only are professional artists, but also are experienced teachers and youth educators in their communities. George has been an educator at the Vancouver Art Gallery since 1995, running hands-on visual art programs for children and adults for over 10 years. Con and Straathof, who have been involved in Catalyst for two consecutive years, view the artist-in-the-classroom experience as an opportunity to have a real artist and real person, with life experience as well as art expertise, connect with their students in a way that they would not be able to as teachers. Artists brought into the classroom validate and give quality to the arts experience, relating art as life experience rather than simply a curriculum area. According to Con and Straathof, essential to a successful artist residency is the development of a working partnership between teacher and artist. During artist visits, Con and Straathof provide support through classroom management, facilitating activities, encouraging discussion, and providing one-on-one help for students. Strong believers that lesson plans are dynamic and flexible rather than set in stone, they hold a weekly de-briefing session with George to reflect, prepare, and make adjustments to the program in response to students’ needs and interests. Where is the "art" of George’s artist residency at Howard DeBeck? Only after students have learned to identify and critique representations of children do they begin art making. Combining found image and text using collage and design techniques, students create greeting cards offering subversive commentary on media representations of children and exploring the power of combining image and text. Both artists and teachers involved in Catalyst emphasize process over product. Art and art-making serve as alternative modes of teaching and learning prejudice reduction and diversity education in schools. As George points out, we all harbour racism and stereotypes within us–what’s important is to be able to question and discuss those opinions and feelings. As racism today manifests itself subtly, it is crucial to cultivate the skills necessary to recognize instances of racism that appear in everyday, popular images and text. And as the effectiveness of overt antiracism messages to youth becomes increasingly questionable, programs like Catalyst provide creative ways to address sensitive issues affecting youth. For Linda Con and Sharon Straathof, program evaluation will be difficult–they are looking toward the long-term effects of prejudice reduction. Says Straathof, "We have to have some sense of certainty that this is going to come back to [the students]–that it’s going to come back to them when they need it. Right now, they’re just seeing it as an activity, but some day, they’re going to look at an ad, and they’re going to say, ‘That’s not fair to that kid,’ or ‘I don’t think that girl should be in that picture.’ When you assess it in the moment, I think it’s different from looking at the long-term. And that’s one of the things they say in the prejudice-reduction literature, right? Nothing happens right now. It starts." June Chow, ArtStarts in Schools.)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media jthornthwaite last tweet "RT @BCGovNews: Keep you up to date on all the work being done on BC's Throne Speech commitments: http://t.co/G0SSHncdsG" @jthornthwaite - 04:13pm Follow @jthornthwaite BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=18254&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 6, April 2009  New BCTF Lesson Aids 1. LA EE213 Teaching Green: The High School Years: Hands-On Learning in Grades 9ñ12 edited by Tim Grant and Gail Littlejohn, 229 p, ©2008. This illustrated resource book offers teaching strategies that promote learning about natural systems and foster critical thinking about environmental issues, both local and global. It contains new approaches to learning, strategies for living sustainably, and numerous activities that promote interdisciplinary learning. In addition, the book provides suggestions for greening individual subject areas, developing integrated learning programs, and replicating exemplary programs already created by innovative schools and communities. Containing contributions from 55 educators from across North America, the book's strength lies in its diverse content. Topics include measuring the ecological footprint of a high school, creating an indoor “living system” that cleans water, using lichens as bio-indicators for monitoring air quality and using green technologies to help green school campuses. Includes accessible background information and suggestions for many practical projects and activities. $25.95 2. LA 8623 Visual Arts: Vincent Van Gogh by Sheila Ann Chmilar, 30 p. ©2008. Includes seven art lessons on Vincent Van Gogh which are linked to the BC Ministry of Education visual arts and English language arts IRPs. Also included is an Internet research assignment and a three-dimensional replica project of Vincent Van Gogh’s bedroom where he stayed in Arles. Recommended by the BC Art Teachers’ Association. $4.95 3. LA 9775 Dansez en Francais: French Dances for Classroom and Community by Marion Rose, book and CD, ©2009. This book and CD includes a vibrant collection of dances rooted in French culture that have proven popular in school classrooms as well as at community celebrations. The book is intended to be used with students from Grade 3 to adult, although many of the descriptions include adaptations for younger dancers. Dansez en Francais continues in the style of the Step Lively series, with a CD included in the front cover and June Harman’s charming illustrations helping to bring the dances to life. As an aid to research and curriculum connection, there is an extensive bibliography, discography, and list of related online resources. The dances cover a range of styles, including Renaissance classics, a Quebecois quadrille, repertoire from the Bals Folk that are wildly popular in France today, and recent inventions based on ancient French melodies. The music has been selected from recordings made in France, Quebec, BC, and the US and features such instruments as the diatonic accordion, vielle à roué (hurdy gurdy), cornemuse (bagpipe), and various Renaissance instruments. All come with a written score that is well within the reach of beginning to intermediate instrumentalists. $39.95 More curriculum resources and information are available at www.bcalmer.ca. To order the above lesson aids, enclose a cheque payable to the BCTF or authorized PO to BCTF Lesson Aids Service, 100-550 West 6th Avenue, Vancouver, BC V5Z 4P2 or call 604-871-2180, toll free 1-800-663-9163, ext. 2180, with a Visa or Mastercard. GST, postage/ handling are included in prices. Orders sent by return mail. Lesson Aids office and display room hours: 9–5 p.m. Mon. to Fri. from Sept. to June; 9–5. Tues. to Fri. during July and Aug.; 9–12 on Sat. during Sept., Oct., Jan., and Feb. bctf.ca/LessonAids. You are invited Join our new public e-mail listóLesson Aids Service Alert. Go to bctf.ca/cgi-bin/mailinglistssub.pl on the BCTF website to join. This list will get you connected to all the latest buzz about new lesson aids, services offered, contests, and lesson aids specials.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7842,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 2, October 2004 Environmental record of B.C. Liberals by David Chudnovsky Teachers have special reasons to care about the environment. Teachers rely on clean air and water like everyone else, and, given their profession, teachers have an extra interest in the kind of world being left for their students. What will that world look like, at least in B.C.? A year ago, B.C.’s environmental community came together to launch BCFacts.Org, a web-based tracking of environmental decisions, both good and bad. The initiative was launched to stay abreast of changes to B.C.’s environmental laws and regulations, and to track whether the B.C. government is keeping its promise of environmental management based on sound science, cleaner water, and sustainable practices. As it turns out, that promise has been systematically broken as the government has weakened nearly every environmental law on the books and cut monitoring and enforcement staff. Take climate change. B.C.’s climate is already changing in negative ways. Mountain pine beetles are infesting vast areas of B.C. forests because we have not had cold winters to kill them. B.C. is experiencing record forest fires and droughts consistent with a warmer climate. And, B.C. is experiencing floods consistent with more extreme weather events predicted by climatologists. What has been the B.C. government’s reaction? First it opposed Canada’s ratification of the Kyoto protocol, then it set about implementing an energy policy that aggressively promotes the production and consumption of fossil fuels, the burning of which causes climate change. As a result, B.C.’s greenhouse-gas emissions are going up instead of down. Moreover, the Campbell government wants to lift the federal moratorium on drilling in B.C.’s sensitive marine ecosystems, a move that would not only increase B.C.’s contribution to global warming, but also expose B.C.’s sea life and pristine beaches to the risk of oil spills. As to whether our students will grow up in a province with spotted owls, grizzly bears, and marbled murrelets, the B.C. Liberal’s record on endangered species is dismal. The government has overruled its own scientists in permitting logging of the habitat of spotted owls when there are fewer than 25 breeding pairs left. The moratorium on hunting grizzly bears was overturned, and logging the habitat of other species in decline like marbled murrelets is routinely permitted. On air pollution—a great concern to kids with asthma—while the government has continued B.C.’s opposition to the Sumas II power plant across the U.S border from Abbotsford, it has extended the life of polluting beehive burners in communities around B.C., promoted gas-fired power plants on Vancouver Island, and even opened the door to coal-fired power plants as Ontario is phasing theirs out. On water pollution, the government rolled back legislation that would have required B.C.’s pulp mills to clean up their act. B.C.’s mills now have weaker water-pollution laws than much of Europe, and weaker air-pollution laws than the U.S. B.C. leads the country in the discharge of dangerous dioxins and furans, mainly from the pulp-and-paper industry. On parks, following cuts by the B.C. Liberals, B.C. and Mississippi are the only two jurisdictions in North America without a parks interpretation program, depriving future generations of learning about nature in nature. The government has also passed legislation allowing the environment minister to permit commercial operations within park boundaries instead of at their edges, making it clear that all of B.C. is "open for business" regardless of where that may be. Has the government done anything right on the environment? Yes, the BCFacts.Org site commends the government for helping to protect Burns Bog, for extending logging moratoria in key areas of the Great Bear Rainforest, and for investing in sewage treatment upgrades around B.C. But, overall the environmental record is dismal. Whether this becomes an election issue in 2005 will likely depend on whether B.C.’s citizens get to hear much about this record. You can spread the word by sending your colleagues, friends, and relatives to BCFacts.Org. David Chudnovsky teaches at Lord Tweedsmuir Secondary School, Surrey. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141007,www.huffingtonpost.ca,http://www.huffingtonpost.ca/2014/10/06/vancouver-attacks-asian-women_n_5942134.html,Suspect Attacking Elderly Asian Women In Vancouver: Police View mobile site October 7, 2014 Huffpost Canada British Columbia ca Edition: ca Show/Hide Brasil BR Canada CA Deutschland DE España ES France FR Italia IT 日本 (Japan) JP 한국 (Korea) KR Maghreb MG United Kingdom UK United States US Region: BC Show/Hide All Canada Alberta British Columbia Québec (en français) Follow Newsletters Get Canada British ColumbiaNewsletters Email address Enter Email Address Huffington Post Search Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search iOS app Android app More Log in Create Account Notifications 0 $USERNAME Profile Settings Logout FRONT PAGE Politics Ford Still Doesn't Understand Racism 51 Kenney Posts Photos Of Iraqi Children To Make Case For ISIL Airstrikes 91 Clinton: Canadian Help In ISIL Fight 'Indispensable' 44 Unvetted Judge Joins Supreme Court 42 Canada Sends Advance Team To Middle East 109 Go to Politics More in Politics The Pulse Stephen Harper You Might Also Like US Politics UK Politics Business Porn Company Has A Raunchy Deal For Air Canada Pilots 3 Sun News Just Lost Its Main Source Of Content; What Now? 48 Canadian Cities Surprisingly Unpopular Destinations For Workers 0 This Is How You Rack Up U.S. Roaming Charges While In Canada 14 Look What China Might Actually Build 47 Go to Business More in Business Small Business Money You Might Also Like Tech TechCrunch Autoblog WorldPost Spanish Nurse First To Contract Ebola Outside West Africa 518 It's Been 3 Weeks Since Anyone's Seen Kim And Rumors Are Swirling 91 3 New Findings On ISIS Weapons That You Should Know About 0 Kurds Face Massacre In Syrian Border Town As Turkey Just Watches 334 American Held Hostage By ISIS: 'I Am Obviously Pretty Scared To Die' 70 Go to WorldPost More in WorldPost Foreign Affairs World Elections Arab Uprising Afghanistan War Syria Crisis You Might Also Like Travel Impact Living 100 Pumpkin Carvings That Will Inspire You 0 Fried Maple Leaves Are A Delicacy In Japan, And We're Jealous 6 WATCH: HuffPost Readers School Us On Toronto's Real Must-Eats 2 Toronto Dubbed Fourth Most Livable City In The World 0 33 Signs You Live In Liberty Village 1 Go to Living You Might Also Like Healthy Living Food Recipes Divorce Women Parentdish Green Post50 Weddings Style Best Halloween Costumes For Men And Women 0 Most Offensive Products In Retail 3 Canadian Model Coco Rocha Is Pregnant! 4 LOOK: Matthew McConaughey Wears 'Dazed And Confused' T-Shirt 1 Go to Style More in Style Beauty Fashion Celeb Style Entertaining and Etiquette Stylelist Canada Wedding Style Home Style You Might Also Like Style (U.S.) Weddings Stylelist Canada Entertainment Kris Jenner Opens Up About The Late Robert Kardashian 6 Blake Lively Is Pregnant! 30 Mariah Carey Proves She's Not Lip-Synching 42 Is This Where George Clooney And Amal Alamuddin Honeymooned? 7 Pregnant Kelly Rowland Poses Topless In Black And White Photo Shoot 2 Go to Entertainment You Might Also Like Music Celebrity TV Moviefone Arts The Glamorous History Of Pin-Up Like You've Never Seen It Before 3 1 Here Are A Bunch Of F*cking Delightful Artsy Cat Photos. You're Welcome. 3 This Is What It Really Looks Like To Be A Modern Day Nun 8 New Animation-Inspired Art Show Will Make You Yearn For Saturday Morning Cartoons 0 Go to Arts You Might Also Like Books Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Religion Alberta 20 Puppies Found Abandoned In Field 6 Anti-Abortion Postcard Targets Tory MP.. Again 26 Mystery 'GPO Girl' Turns Up In Calgary 0 Jim Prentice: Time A Critical Factor In Alberta Worker Shortage 12 Go to Alberta More in Alberta Alberta Politics Alberta Business Alison Redford Calgary Edmonton British Columbia B.C. Teen Killed By Train Was Wearing Headphones, Texting: RCMP 13 Anthem Singer's Fall Is Lesson In Showmanship 3 Pastafarian Loses B.C. Driver's Licence Over Holy Colander 0 Elderly Asian Women Attacked In Vancouver 0 Lawyers Of Convicted Surrey Six Gangsters Want Mistrial 3 Go to British Columbia More in British Columbia B.C. Politics B.C. Business Christy Clark Vancouver All Sections News Canada Politics Canada Business US Politics US Business World Media Sports Education Crime Weird News Good News Daily Finance Entertainment Entertainment Music TV Celebrity Comedy Arts Books Moviefone Life & Style Living Style Home Healthy Living Taste Weddings Travel Parents Divorce HuffPost 50 Marlo Thomas OWN Tech & Science Tech Science Green Techcrunch Engadget TUAW Joystiq Voices Impact Women Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Religion College Teen Local Quebec (French) Calgary Montreal Ottawa Toronto Vancouver Winnipeg Mapquest Patch.com Our Mobile Apps: iPhone iPad HuffPost Live iPad Android Phone Android Tablet British Columbia B.C. Politics B.C. Business Christy Clark Vancouver Anthem Singer's Fall Is Lesson In Showmanship 2014-10-05 23:32:54 Pastafarian Loses B.C. Driver's Licence Over Holy Colander 2014-10-06 20:10:58 45 Signs You're A Vancouver Canucks Fan 2014-10-04 00:27:49 B.C. Teen Killed By Train Was Wearing Headphones, Texting: RCMP 2014-10-07 02:49:46 When It Comes to Jumbo Glacier Resort, All Questions Lead Back To Powerful Minister 2014-10-06 15:46:02 Aldergrove School Playground Condemned 2014-10-06 17:50:31 This Derelict Van 'Home' Costs $550/Month To Rent In B.C. 2014-10-03 16:05:46 LOOK: Stunning Scenes By B.C.'s October Photographer 2014-10-03 14:22:55 Vancouver Mom Who Killed Her 2 Babies Sentenced 2014-10-07 13:46:41 LOOK: Old Vancouver Bank's New Life 2014-10-03 17:52:32 Premier Denies Downplaying B.C. LNG Expectations 2014-10-06 20:57:52 Recognize This Photo? Here's The Story Behind It 2014-10-03 16:58:41 Lawyers Of Convicted Surrey Six Gangsters Want Mistrial 2014-10-06 18:59:52 Petronas Threatens To Delay B.C. LNG Project By A Decade 2014-10-06 14:02:15 Previous Story Next Story Suspect Attacking Elderly Asian Women In Vancouver: Police The Huffington Post B.C. Posted: 10/06/2014 5:26 pm EDT Updated: 10/06/2014 5:59 pm EDT Share Tweet Email Comment tumblr reddit Police are looking for a man who has attacked three Asian women in Vancouver over the past several months. The incidents happened in the neighbourhoods of South Granville, Oak, and Cambie. In the first case, the elderly victim was walking around Oak and West 55th Avenue in April when she was approached from behind and groped, said police at a news conference. He walked away but appeared a second time and touched her inappropriately again. When she screamed, he "casually walked off," said police. Two months later, an elderly Asian woman walking her dog near West 30th Avenue and Granville Street was struck violently between the legs by a man who approached from behind. The most recent incident, which took place on Friday morning, saw a middle-aged Asian woman approached from behind and groped as she was walking her dog on West 64th Avenue between Granville and Oak. The man walked away, but the woman followed and confronted him. The suspect punched her in the face, knocking her to the ground, before fleeing. She was treated in hospital for minor physical injuries. None of the three women knew their attacker, and they have all suffered significant emotional distress, said police. The suspect is described as white, 35 to 40 years old, 5’10” tall with a medium build, and wearing a dark clothing. ALSO ON HUFFPOST: Close  Vancouver Police Department Cold Cases of   Imagine looking at a composite drawing in the newspaper of someone who was violently assaulted and now unconscious in hospital, and realizing it is your mother. Early on the morning of July 5, 1996, 61-year-old Cathy Berard was found by a jogger on the school grounds of David Thompson High School, bleeding and unconscious. Lying in hospital, with her eyes swollen shut, her jaw and her cheekbone so badly broken that she needed reconstructive surgery, investigators were desperate to find out who she was. It would be six days before they learned her name, thanks to the composite drawing that was released to the media. One of her five children barely recognized her, as her injuries were so extreme. Cathy’s sons had visited her at home on the evening of July 4th, 1996, leaving her around 9:00 p.m. It’s believed she may have headed out in a purple blouse and green sweatpants to go to the liquor store at 47th and Victoria or at Kingsgate Mall. Investigators also believe the assault might have begun on the sidewalk in the 6900 block of Argyle Street. There are signs she was dragged to the southeast corner of the school, where she was violently physically and sexually assaulted. While Cathy Berard regained consciousness and was even able to leave the hospital, her injuries would continue to plague her, and eventually led to her death on January 2, 1998 – 18 months after she was attacked. Sadly, at the time that she died, a homicide victim had to die within a year and a day of their attack to be determined a homicide. Cathy Berard’s killer will only ever face possible charges of aggravated sexual assault. — VPD Case photo Case photo Case photo Case photo Case photo Case photo It was 3:30 a.m. on July 25, 1999, when nearly 100 people gathered at The Car Wash, an after-hours nightclub at 1180 West Hastings in Vancouver. Richard Chacon was the manager that night, a 31 year old from Huntingdon Beach, California, who had been living in Vancouver for about three years. Richard was a creative, talented guy, who had a short-lived talk show on CFUN radio and was in the process of developing a local television show. When a fight broke out between two men, Richard was quick to intervene. He came up behind a blonde-haired man in a Hawaiian shirt, and tried to pry him off of a dark-skinned, possibly black man. A shot suddenly rang out and the blonde man doubled over. He had been shot in the stomach. Seconds later, Richard fell to the floor, hit by the same bullet. The first man survived, confined to a wheelchair, but Richard Chacon did not. Immediately following the shooting, someone shouted, “My God, Trevor – you just shot someone.” Investigators believe that someone inside the club knows who Trevor is, but so far that have not been able to identify him. Richard is sadly missed by his family, who says that he always liked Vancouver, even commenting on the fact that Canadians don’t put up with crime. Clearly, Richard took that to heart. — VPD Case photo Case photo Case photo Case photo Case photo Case photo After raising five children, running a successful grocery business and mourning the loss of her husband, Willene Chong was finally enjoying her retirement. She lived with her son, Daniel, and his new wife, Nancy, in the home she had lived in for 36 years, a home full of many wonderful memories – the celebrations, the laughter and even the tears. Now a new generation of seven grandchildren came to visit. That all changed on the morning of Friday, September 11, 2008. Daniel awakened to fire racing through the house. Despite breaking a basement window and suffering a serious injury in his attempts to save her, Daniel was not able to reach his mother. Seventy-six year old Willene perished in the fire. Her death was made even more senseless by the fact the home had been deliberately and randomly set on fire by a stranger, and appeared to be part of a series of arson fires that had been set in the area in the hours leading up to Willene’s death. — VPD Case photo Case photo Case photo Case photo Case photo Case photo In the early morning hours on March 4, 1993, a paper deliveryman called 9-1-1 to report an apartment fire in the 8700 block of Granville Street. When firefighters arrived, they found a body inside the burned-out apartment. The deceased was identified as Jillian Fuller and the police investigation quickly revealed she died as the result of an assault and that the fire appeared to have been deliberately set to cover up her murder. Jillian Fuller was only 28 years old when she died. She was last seen leaving the Fraser Arms Hotel at half past midnight and headed downstairs to the Rock Cellar Pub between 1:30 and 1:40 a.m., just hours before her death. A waitress saw Jillian, wearing a pink sweater with red trim and carrying a pink coloured book, leave with a man. Jillian was an accomplished young woman, described by those who knew her as outgoing, compassionate and very intelligent. She once ranked 23rd among Canadian women outdoor speed skaters. She studied French, played the piano and was a competitive runner. Jillian lived alone, and the likelihood is that she knew her murderer, as there were no signs of forced entry to her apartment. Jillian’s family still struggles with their grief. In March of 2013, following the 20-year anniversary of Jillian’s death, her sister Jane wrote a letter explaining how the murder still affects their family: “The toll that my sister’s death has caused my family over the last twenty years is truly immeasurable. It cast a dark cloud on our family that has never been lifted. Her loss has left a deep wound in all our lives, and the fact that her killer was never found means that wound will always be unhealed.” — VPD Case photo Case photo Case photo Case photo Case photo Case photo Evan Garber was enjoying a meal at one of his favourite restaurants. He could have waited for the robbery to be over. He could have done nothing. However, that wasn’t possible for this Good Samaritan. This was not the first robbery where he had intervened, but sadly, it would be the last. It was 1:30 in the morning on April 28, 2006, and Evan was sitting at his usual table in the restaurant at 3163 Main St, where he ate at least three times a week. There were several staff and 20 patrons inside when a man walked in with a handgun and confronted a staff member before taking cash from the register. When the robber tried to leave, Evan confronted him and they began to struggle. Another restaurant patron also got involved in an attempt to overtake the robber, and shots were fired. Evan was shot and died in the restaurant. The second patron was critically injured. Four others were injured in the chaotic scene. Evan, aged 59, had been a regular customer at the restaurant for years. Staff described him as a “really nice guy” who favoured oysters and beef brisket. Evan’s family say he was a quiet, peaceful man who lived alone and often worked late, with a brilliant mind and a wonderful gift for writing. According to his pastor, Evan was a gentle, soft-spoken man, who was faithfully involved with the church. He was a widower, who had also lost his son five years previous. Three years after his death, Evan’s sister Marilyn Rivers-Bowerman made an emotional plea for someone to come forward with information. She described her brother as a hero. “We could expect Evan to stand up for what he believed and it was his belief in God and his commitment to social justice that gave him the strength to defend others.” “Evan stood up for others,” said Rivers-Bowerman. “Isn’t there someone who will stand up for him?” — VPD Case photo Case photo Case photo Case photo Case photo Case photo Some people end up living difficult lives, a long way off from where they started. Kristin Gurholt’s life came to an end in a Vancouver alleyway behind 575 Richards Street on September 4, 1981. She was naked and her skull had been fractured. Her clothing was scattered around her and a suitcase containing all of her personal effects was found nearby. It was 2:00 in the morning and Kristen had just been evicted from the Marble Arch Hotel in the Downtown Eastside. Investigators believe she met her assailant when she entered the alley and that the severe attack may have been the result of Kristin rejecting sexual advances. Kristin was just 34 years old, a petite woman with blue eyes and brown frizzy hair. She had come to Canada when she was only four, from Norway, and grew up in Dartmouth, Nova Scotia, in a loving family with five sisters and three brothers. Kristin was a creative child, who loved to read. She did very well in school, and particularly excelled in music. She studied piano and received honours in the Royal Conservatory of Music exams. She went on to earn a masters degree in education. It was while Kristin was in university that she was diagnosed with schizophrenia. She was married and had a son, who family say was her greatest joy and the love of her life. The marriage ended after a few years, and when her son was seven he went to live with his father in B.C. Kristin moved to Vancouver and would take the bus on weekends to see him. Kristen, who was sometimes called Sunny or Misty, died a violent death in a dark alley, leaving behind a 12-year-old son. Her family has endured 32 long years of waiting for justice. For them, the memories of the sweet little girl who filled their house with music have been forever tainted with the painful knowledge of how her life ended and the fact that no one has been held accountable. Case photo Case photo Case photo Case photo Case photo Many a parent has had nightmares, waking or asleep, envisioning the horrible and unimaginable things that could possibly happen to their children, but very few of us actually live that nightmare. Gary and Linnea McIndoe have lived that nightmare every day of the past two decades since their 26-year-old daughter was murdered, made all the more painful knowing that her killer is living consequence-free. They re-live their daughter’s last moments over and over, knowing Sheilah was beaten and strangled to death in a violent struggle in her own home. Perhaps most tragic of all, was the fact that she was not the only one who died that day; Sheilah had been six weeks pregnant with the McIndoe’s first grandchild. Sheila Henry grew up in Kimberley, skiing and enjoying the outdoors. She went away to school in Victoria, where she met her would-be husband, David, and then continued on to Calgary where she studied nursing. The young couple moved to Vancouver, where Sheila worked as a nurse at Vancouver General Hospital and David worked as a computer programmer. They set up house in a Kitsilano duplex, along with a roommate, and while on a holiday to Florida in 1991, they got married. Married just two years and expecting their first baby, Sheila and David seemed to be a typical couple starting out in life. Sheila’s father told The Province in September 2007 that he felt like he had failed his daughter because the person responsible for her murder has not been caught and that he often woke up at night to her cries for help, unable to do so. The McIndoes have suffered unimaginable loss, but continue to hope that their daughter’s killer will be brought to justice. Case photo Case photo Case photo Case photo Case photo Case photo It was New Year’s Eve 2002 when an anonymous letter was opened by staff working at the Vancouver Police Department’s Public Service Counter. The letter referred to a Vancouver sex trade worker who had disappeared at the end of November, one month previous. The writer described the woman, admitted to killing her, and even apologized to her family for taking her life. He said he was surprised there had been nothing in the news about her disappearance and asked for the victim’s name to be mentioned in the Vancouver Sun, so he would know who she was. Investigators believe the letter writer was referring to Danielle Marissa Larue, and while her body has never been found, they believe she has been murdered. Her 24 years had not been easy, with physical and sexual abuse beginning in her childhood. She entered foster care at an early age and ran away to the streets in Prince George when she turned 13, turning to drugs to ease her pain. She was always fiercely protective of her younger brother and sister, but Danielle became addicted to drugs and ended up working in the sex trade to support her habit. She had been living in the Downtown Eastside for longer than five years. It’s been more than a decade since Danielle went missing and police received the letter. The person who wrote the letter knows what happened to Danielle and where her body is buried, and seemed to be remorseful. Perhaps a tortured conscience will finally bring answers, justice and closure for Danielle’s family. Case photo Case photo Case photo Case photo Case photo  Share  Tweet  ✖ Advertisement Share this ✖ close Current Slide More: Vancouver Vancouver Vancouver Groping Vancouver Asian Women Asian Women Attacked Vancouver Asian Women Vancouver Attacks Vancouver Attacks Women Attacked Vancouver Video Suggest a correction   Click here to view Conversations Conversations Most Popular B.C. Teen Killed By Train Was Wearing Headphones, Texting: RCMP Facebook Anthem Singer's Fall Is Lesson In Showmanship YouTube Pastafarian Loses B.C. Driver's Licence Over Holy Colander YouTube LOOK: Stunning Scenes By B.C.'s October Photographer David Chang Photography Elderly Asian Women Attacked In Vancouver Nastco via Getty Images Lawyers Of Convicted Surrey Six Gangsters Want Mistrial Darryl Dyck/CP LOOK: Old Vancouver Bank's New Life Jason Statler When It Comes to Jumbo Glacier Resort, All Questions Lead Back To Powerful Minister Caillum Smith | Flickr This Derelict Van 'Home' Costs $550/Month To Rent In B.C. Bill Everitt Petronas Threatens To Delay B.C. LNG Project By A Decade MyLoupe/UIG via Getty Images Aldergrove School Playground Condemned North Otter Elementary Facebook 45 Signs You're A Vancouver Canucks Fan Getty Images Intruder Dies After Being Caught By Homeowner, Neighbour Shutterstock / sculpies Recognize This Photo? Here's The Story Behind It Claude P. Dettloff/CP/National Archives of Canada Vancouver Mom Who Killed Her 2 Babies Sentenced CityTV YouTube Stanley Park Pedestrian Dies After Crash With Cyclist Getty Premier Denies Downplaying B.C. LNG Expectations Jonathan Hayward/CP Vancouver Mayor Focuses On Pipelines For Re-Election Campaign Vision Vancouver Facebook Vancouver Is The Reason Alyssa Milano Quit TV Show Paul Archuleta via Getty Images City Of Vancouver Taking Arbutus Corridor Fight To Court Darryl Dyck/The Canadian Press FOLLOW HUFFPOST Email Email Address Options HuffPost Daily Brief British Columbia Get top stories and blog posts emailed to me each day.. Facebook HuffPost British Columbia Twitter HuffPost Follow British Columbia Follow Google Plus HuffPost British Columbia RSS The Huffington Post British Columbia All RSS / Feeds Phone Available on the App Store Android App on Google Play Get it at Blackberry App World Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search advertise log in make HuffPost your home page RSS careers FAQ user agreement privacy policy comment policy about us about our ads contact us Copyright ©2014 TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. "The Huffington Post" is a registered trademark of TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. All rights reserved. Part of HPMG News Use this form to alert a HuffPost editor about a factual or typographical error in this story. Notify message * Required * * * What kind of error is this? Choose an option Factual or typographical Comment moderation problem Rights and permissions Other * What is the correction? 0 count Describe the error here (1,000 character limit) * Type the words below so we know you are not a cyborg Sign me up for The Huffington Post's Daily Brief Thank you!)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12746,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 1999 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 12, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 1999 SFU/BCTF study of violence against teachers by Nancy Knickerbocker A study by Simon Fraser University and the B.C. Teachers’ Federation provides a wealth of new information about the scope, nature, predictors, and impact of violence against public school teachers in British Columbia. The first systematic study of the topic, Violence Against British Columbia Teachers, was written by David Lyon and Kevin Douglas of the Mental Health, Law, and Policy Institute at SFU, in co-operation with BCTF staff researcher Charlie Naylor. “As teachers, we are committed to building safe, non-violent schools,” said BCTF President David Chudnovsky. “This report gives us new information and new impetus for that work. And its message is heartening. We know that if we take action, we can produce tangible, concrete, and measurable reductions in violence.” The study reveals that violence against teachers, broadly defined, is prevalent in B.C. schools. Researchers examined 13 categories of overt and covert violence, ranging from insults, name-calling, and rude or obscene gestures through to stalking, sexual harassment, and physical violence with a weapon. The more serious forms of violence were not nearly as prevalent as the less serious categories. More than 80% of teachers reported having experienced violence at some time in their careers, and half of those surveyed reported having experienced some form of violence in the 1997–98 school year. “The data for this study were collected before the tragic school shootings at Columbine High School in Littleton, and W.R. Myers High School in Taber,” Chudnovsky said. “I think that gives us a more realistic picture of the problem than the one we might have found in the wake of the saturation media coverage of those terrible killings.” Despite a general perception that schools are becoming more violent, the study did not find that teachers perceive there to be an increase. Indeed, some information suggested that violence may be seen by teachers as a somewhat less serious problem than five years ago. “There is no evidence that violence is increasing, despite what may be an increase in general social anxiety about the issue,” Chudnovsky said. The study also revealed factors influencing the risk of violence. Factors associated with an increased risk of being subjected to violence included being male, being a teacher on call, teaching at the middle school or junior high level, teaching at an inner-city or rural school, being located in a lower socio-economic catchment area, and having fewer years of teaching experience. Factors associated with decreased risk of violence included the opposite demographic characteristics (e.g., elementary school level, suburban catchment area) as well as key protective factors that will inform the BCTF’s future work in the area. The study found that violence was lower in schools and districts that had implemented policies and practices such as written student discipline codes, formal record keeping for violent incidents, occupational health and safety committees, and other pro-active measures. “We know these strategies can work, and that is the most important lesson to learn from this study,” Chudnovsky noted. “We believe that this study is a major step toward that goal of creating safe, non-violent schools for all our students and teachers.” BCTF Occupational Health and Safety Officer Lynne Sinclair will be working with the Workers’ Compensation Board to ensure that Bill 14, the new law giving more weight to health and safety regulations, is implemented in school districts throughout the province. “School districts have not, in the past, complied with the regulations as much as they should have,” WCB spokesperson Raymond Roch told The Vancouver Sun. But with the passage of Bill 14, boards must either follow the rules or face stiff fines as high as $70,000. Roberta Ellis, vice-president of the WCB Prevention Division, recently wrote to all school districts telling them to re-examine their practices and take whatever steps are necessary to reduce violence-related injuries and claims. Nancy Knickerbocker is the BCTF’s media relations officer. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8080,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 7, May/June 2005 Poverty, justice, and the library by Carrie Hinterberger As I reflect on a very satisfying career as a teacher-librarian, I am struck by both the opportunity and the responsibility teachers have in shaping young lives—our future. Teacher-librarians have a unique place in that process. They know the children through their years of schooling. They recognize those who live in poverty and those who are advantaged. Books can be a great equalizer in a world where children lack equal opportunities. There is great pleasure in saying to a child, "Here’s a book I think you will love," with the knowledge that reading it may be a life-changing experience. John Ralston Saul describes poverty as Canada’s gangrene. One in five children in Canada lives in poverty. They likely have limited access to books in their homes and may have difficulty getting to a public library. Books can provide a mirror for children and help them to know that they are not alone in the world. Books can broaden experiences and develop creativity. Books can develop coping strategies. Have you ever had the joy of seeing yourself reflected in the words on the printed page? Multicultural books and books set in locations around the world can expand a child’s view and help her or him to see her or his place in the global community. Books can make up for lack of economic advantages. Books are an excellent alternative to TV and video games. A note stuck on a book returned by a Grade 6 student saying "This was a cool book," gladdens the heart. Studies in England have shown that when children have a well-stocked library and a skilled teacher-librarian, achievement is enhanced, regardless of socio-economic status, thus helping to mitigate the results of poverty. As John Ralston Saul says, "The true reflection of ourselves, of our society, is the one who has the least." Just one person who believes in her or him can transform a child’s life. When a teacher-librarian believes the child is a reader, the child can also see herself or himself as a reader. A former Grade 4 student wanted to be a volunteer in the library but was a non-reader. He was a very helpful student who loved to do jobs. With that motivation, he took home the information he needed to learn as a volunteer, and he learned to read, something he had been unable to achieve in a classroom. A Grade 5 student who was unable to adapt to classroom routines loved books even though he was a non-reader. When a reporter from the local paper came to interview children about the books they loved, he had the opportunity to explain how much he loved books and enthusiastically show his favorites. A teacher-librarian has an unmatched opportunity to make a difference. I have seen children’s eyes shine as they exclaim, "You have so many good books that it is hard to choose!" Picking the right book teaches competence and adds to the excitement of learning. Some only want books about princesses and some only want books about dinosaurs. If we can trust the child to pick the right resource, given some guidance, we add to their confidence and let them explore what they are interested in, not just materials at their level. We all learn by making choices and being excited by our discoveries. A book returned to the library from a home visit may have experienced some peanut butter or an extended stay under a bed somewhere, but it was chosen and had an opportunity to be loved. It may have been the one that changed the child’s life. Children also learn from stories. One of my most memorable experiences was listening to a storyteller who visited our library. He arranged the children so they were looking out the window, at Mt. Cheam. He stood in front of them and told them the story of how the mountain came to be. It was powerful and entrancing. Many cultures around the world know the value of story, and we have much to learn about the effectiveness of story in teaching. By hearing and telling stories, children, regardless of their home circumstances, have access to information and concepts. Many of us are frustrated in the classroom when a child launches into a long and detailed story that completely loses the audience. Hearing good stories helps children to articulate and learn how to express themselves. Many of our most vulnerable children have few skills in spoken language, and the art of conversation seems all but forgotten. Listening to a good story provides advantages for all children, and those stories are plentiful in the library. Do you remember the pleasure of relaxing and listening to a good story? Teacher-librarians provide resources for classrooms as well as for individuals. Working with the staff at a school enables us to know which resources meet the needs of the staff and students there, and how the resources can be made readily available. A good collection happens only when a trained teacher-librarian has an adequate budget and makes the choices using up-to-date selection tools. The collection can be wonderful, but without the teacher-librarian, it will not be made fully accessible. Teaching children to find information gives them a skill for a lifetime, a skill that must be made available to all children. That is what we are trained to do. A real, warm human who knows the collection, as well as the students and staff, can make maximum use of resources. Our children, all of them, are our hope for the future. We must work toward justice in the distribution of resources and provide an escape from grinding poverty through literacy. One of the most effective ways to do that is to provide a school library with sufficient resources and professional teacher-librarians in all our schools. Carrie Hinterberger retired in December from Evans Elementary School, Chilliwack. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11050&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2002 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 14, Number 6, April 2002 Layoffs are coming: What do we do? by Garry Litke An estimated 1,100 B.C. teachers will lose their jobs this spring. It's Campbellese arithmetic: Less money for schools + more students in each class = fewer jobs for teachers. No one in the education system will escape the destabilizing effect of reduced service for students, but the most immediate and dramatic consequence will be felt by those who are about to lose their livelihood. If you get a "pink slip" in your mailbox Don't panic A layoff notice may not actually mean that you have lost your employment. Some districts use what is characterized as a "Bermuda Triangle" approach to layoffs. This means that they lay off a large number of teachers to eliminate a few jobs and subsequently rehire most of them to positions that often look a lot like the old ones. In Bulkley Valley last spring, angry teachers left the district when subjected to this process. Consequently there weren't enough teachers left to fill vacancies and the board had to recruit outside the district. The first step is to determine what your layoff notice really means. Contact your support network If you get a layoff notice: Contact your local union office. Given them a copy of your layoff notice, a description of your current position, and a list of your qualifications. Inquire about having an advocate assigned to your case. Contact your employee-assistance-plan provider if you or your family feel the need for coping strategies. Gather friends and family around you to share the news, to deal with emotional reactions, and to start thinking about a contingency plan should it become necessary. Accept the fact that it's not personal Sometimes when teachers get a layoff notice they become filled with self-doubt. Avoid self-talk such as, "Maybe if I had worked harder/been more submissive/coached/dressed differently this would not be happening." Accept the fact that nothing you could have done during the past year would have changed the situation. The layoff notice is no reflection on your teaching competence or your professional capabilities. It's a process caused by the stripping of your collective agreement and the defending of public education. Check the facts When you contact your union office, try to arrive at an understanding of what will happen next. As a result of local bargaining and differences in local contracts, the process will vary from district to district. There are, however, several things to check in every contract. Seniority: Copies of the seniority list should be posted in most staffrooms. Are you listed correctly? If you cannot find the list or need assistance determining your seniority, contact your staff representative who will be willing to assist you or to connect you with someone who can help. School downsizing: Some boards use the layoff process to downsize worksites. If your layoff is a result of downsizing at your school you may be eligible for employment elsewhere in the district. Check your collective agreement: to ensure you are the person who should be declared "surplus" at your school. to see if you should be applying for a transfer. to see if you have the right to claim a job held by someone else in the district with less seniority. If this is the case the board should be providing your with a list indicating those still employed who have less seniority. Recall rights: If you are at the bottom end of the seniority list and it seems that there is no immediate position in the district for you, check the re-engagement section of your collective agreement to determine the rules. If you are on the recall list, are you "placed" before or after the posting-and-filling process, or are you expected to apply for district vacancies as they are posted? Find out: how long you can stay on the recall list. what kind of jobs they can offer you. how many offers you can refuse before you are taken off the list. Severance: Are you eligible for severance? If so, how is it calculated? Consider your options Check you collective agreement for the following: Can you work for another employer while on recall? How much severance pay would you get if you chose to quit? Would you be better off to take the money and re-locate, or are you high enough on the recall list to expect re-assisgnment? What if you opted for severance and then changed your mind or were successful in obtaining a job in the district? Are re-training options available to you? Get a planning package The BCTF has developed a package for you that is available through your local union office. It includes information on continuing your benefits and applying for Employment Insurance. Why Me? Your layoff notice is a direct result of Christy Clarke's opinion that larger class sizes are acceptable. It is also due to the Liberal government's belief that services for students are not as important as tax cuts for the wealthy and the corporations. Your school trustees have agreed with those opinions, and now they don't have enough money to exercise the flexibility they were asking for. The only choice they have is to lay off teachers. They should do it by seniority because that is the system least open to abuse. While your immediate agenda is going to be basic survival for you and your family, remember those who are responsible for your plight—school trustees and the provincial government. School board elections are this fall. The provincial election is in 2005. Garry Litke is an assistant director in the BCTF's Bargaining Division.)
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(20141003,www.facebook.com,https://www.facebook.com/BCTeachersFederation/posts/10152738250829655?_fb_noscript=1,A new documentary produced by Education... - BC Teachers' Federation (BCTF) | Facebook For a better experience on Facebook, enable JavaScript in your browser, or switch to our mobile site. Facebook logo Email or Phone Password Keep me logged in Forgot your password? Sign Up English (US) · Privacy · Terms · Cookies · More Facebook © 2014   News Feed BC Teachers' Federation (BCTF) 20 mins · A new documentary produced by Education International with support from the Open Society Foundations has been launched in conjunction with this years' World Teachers' Day. It follows teachers from all over the world - in countries such as Argentina, Togo, India, or Belgium - to shed light on what teachers’ everyday lives look like around the world. Entitled ‘One day in the life of a teacher’, the film highlights similarities and differences, as well as challenges faced by teachers today. With a strong focus on teaching and learning, the film also looks at the human beings behind the profession and the role of teachers in their community and union, and the consequences of current policies and reforms they experience. These teachers' voices are a strong reminder of the fact that quality education remains the basis for a sustainable, peaceful and prosperous future, the basis of a world in which education is a right and everyone has equal opportunities to participate in quality education. Watch ‘One day in the life of a teacher’ online here: http://youtu.be/H_YkoBhxmfY?list=PLEiOZH7z2caJoshpp6kb0C_w9JaxbkLdn TEACHERS: A DAY IN A LIFE Dawn is breaking. Teachers around the world begin their day being parents, partners, energetically charged, ignoring how the coming day will be. Each region ... youtube.com Like · Comment · Share Mobile Find Friends Badges People Pages Places Games Locations About Create Ad Create Page Developers Careers Privacy Cookies Terms Help Facebook © 2014 · English (US))
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=21544,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > September 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 23, Number 1, September 2010   International presence in Honduras  Susan Lambert, BCTF president, was on a witnessing and accompaniment tour to provide an international presence on the occasion of the observance of the anniversary of the coup. From the moment of landing, to the 10-minute trip to the capital’s core, a visitor is aware that in Honduras, government is either unable and/or unwilling to govern. The landing strip is too short, the airport is in town and surrounded by shanties and suburbs, the terrain hilly. Planes have to dance and bob and tumble to the ground barely missing rooftops and hillsides and then brake hard to land. The murderous potholes and broken traffic lights of the capital, Tegucigalpa, are the outward signs of a government in disarray. There is little political will in Honduras to reliably provide even the most basic of civil services. Military dictatorships of the past were succeeded by governments that didn’t believe in governing. Instead, the civil service shrank by 50% since 1981, privatization was fostered, and many businesses and most industries are now owned and controlled by foreign multinationals. The military has open control of telecommunications and people have no faith in the police or judicial systems. In May, a Chief Justice of the Honduran Supreme court was removed from the bench for the crime of publicly defining President Mel Zelaya’s forced removal from office by the military as a coup d’etat. Even the Red Cross is implicated in the repression with reports of tear gas being stored in their vehicles. The level of distrust of civic authority is palpable. The coup in Honduras crystallized the disparities between the privilege of the wealthy, the corruption of power, and the poverty of the masses. Eighty per cent of the country’s 7.5 million population live in poverty. Thirty-five per cent live on less than a dollar day. Ten families, known as the oligarchy, control the country’s natural resources, industry, and service sectors. The June 28, 2009, coup fuelled the anger of the Honduran people and united them like never before. The promise of President Zelaya was a promise of a civil society; the promise of a government that would finally govern in the interest of the people. It was this promise that was violently cut short. And so the National Front of the Resistance, a broad-based coalition that is inclusive, popularist, and divergent, was born. The movement spans Zelaya loyalists in the mainstream Liberal party, through the labour movement with its 60-year history of struggle, to a multitude of social movements including the women’s movement, LGBTQ groups, human rights groups, Youth For The Resistance, the Committee of the Families of the Detained and Disappeared in Honduras (COFADEH), which has been operating for 30 years, to professionals like the Lawyers for the Resistance, to campesinos, indigenous people, and the poor. Our delegation visited an affluent community about 12 km outside of the capital to speak with Margarita and Louis Pavos Mainend, both economics professors at the Autonomous University of Honduras in Teguz. Forty families in this community gathered together into an informal collective immediately after the coup to form their arm of the national resistance movement. They wanted us to know clearly that their activism was spontaneous and not at the advice or behest of the national movement. Their activism was sparked by outrage at the coup and their loyalty to a president they saw as courageously struggling to implement policies that would improve the lives of all Hondurans and especially of the poor. They enunciated a list of economic policies that resulted in real benefits to many Hondurans. A national poverty reduction strategy implemented by Zelaya’s regime meant this region received $23 million US. His Central Bank policy resulted in a reduction of mortgage rates from 18% to 7% to help people afford mortgages and stimulate the economy. He raised the minimum wage by 60%, basing the rate on the cost of a food basket. Zelaya adjusted the formula for the price of oil and gas (applied as a factor of the delivered temperature thus insuring that consumers paid only for what they actually received), which reduced the price of gas by 6 limperas a gallon. Then he entered into the Petro Caribe, Hugo Chavez’s oil cartel group. These moves were strenuously opposed by the two main oil companies of Honduras as their monopoly and profits were eroded. Since the coup many of these reforms have been reversed. In March 2010, the new government under President Lobos ordered a 20% reduction in social services spending across the board. Both Margarita and Louis fear that an IMF agreement undertaken by Lobos in June 2010 will only mean more hardship for the Honduran people. Margarita Pavos told us that since the coup, “bodies started to show up,” dumped in the countryside. One member of their collective has been shot; violence is done with impunity. Louis Pavos said they were “living in an era of state terrorism. There are high levels of uncertainty and fear.” We spoke to many representatives of groups within the resistance front. All had stories of violence and repression and spoke of the incomprehensible fury of the troops in the streets, the embargoes, the open violence, the curfews, and the killings. There have been 144 documented deaths related to work in the resistance since the coup. In the LGBTQ community, prominent supporters of the resistance, there have been 26 deaths. Teachers and journalists have been the primary targets with seven journalists killed since January 2010 alone. Honduras is now rated by Reporters Without Borders as the most dangerous country for a journalist to work in the world. The last teacher killed was Manuel Flores. In March 2010, masked gunmen shot him down in his classroom in front of his students. The resistance movement is powered by women. Betty and Dirian of the National Front of Popular Resistance are co-ordinators of the International Committee. They introduced us to the movement and gave us an historical overview. Lawyers Addyce and Gloria explained the constitutional crisis that framed the coup. From Margarita, the economist, to Neesa and Daisi at the women’s centre, to Berta Oliva who told us of her 30-year struggle on behalf of the families of the disappeared since the moment her own husband was taken from her in the middle of the night, women provide this movement with its strength and determination. Yet familiar tensions exist. This is a Latin American machismo country. Only two of the fifteen top resistance leaders are women. There is a debate within the movement regarding the use of feminist and inclusive language. LGBTQ groups feel isolated from the leadership. There are constant discussions about the future. Some would like to form a political party and enter into the next election with a platform of popularist candidates. Others feel that this would legitimize the current fraudulent regime. Still others maintain that the power of the resistance is built on its’ ability to attract a broad coalition. In their view moving from a social movement to a political one would inevitably create cracks within the unity of the resistance. 0ne thing all of these groups agree on is a commitment to peaceful resistance. The movement is undertaking a petition campaign with 600,000 signatures collected so far and a goal of 1.2 million by September 15, 2010. The petition seeks to implement a representative national Constituent Assembly. Such an assembly will revise the constitution and insure that future governments govern to benefit the people. On the anniversary of the coup, the resistance inaugurated its own Truth Commission in contrast to the government’s fraudulent Truth and Reconciliation Commission, which is seen as a grave insult to the dead and disappeared, done as it is by a government currently engaged in ruthless repression. All of these actions aim to enlist support for peaceful revolutionary change and to assert and implement that change with or without the authority of the oligarchs who, through the military, rule Honduras. All this work is done openly and transparently in the face of ongoing brutality, disappearances, and assassinations. The resistance movement in Honduras is optimistic, determined, and nothing short of heroic.  Susan Lambert is president of the BC Teachers’ Federation.   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=24156,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > October 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 2, October 2011   Income security  Reducing your assignment: The long-term financial impact could be significant One of the findings of the recent BCTF study on the worklife of teachers is that many teachers are reducing their assignment by taking a partial leave due to the stress of trying to deal with class sizes and compositions that place too many demands to work full-time. We are finding this everywhere, but it is particularly evident in semestered secondary schools where many teachers are reducing their assignment by one block in the semester in which they have no preparation time. Elementary and middle-school teachers may reduce their workload by an afternoon, a day, or a full block in order to cope with the increased demand. This decision should not be taken lightly for a number of reasons. Firstly, if you cannot work full-time due to an illness caused or exacerbated by stress, a partial medical leave is in order. Choosing to decrease your work load will result in a decrease in your household income. It also decreases your pensionable service unless you purchase the leave. You have, through your collective agreement, access to sick days for medical reasons. You are likely to be entitled to partial medical leave through your collective agreement. Through the BCTF Salary Indemnity Plan you have access to short- and long-term disability with medical qualification if you no longer have access to sick days. These protections help secure your household income and you continue to receive full pensionable and contributory service during your sick leave and/or disability leave, this means that your pension is not affected in the long term. The second and possibly more crucial reason is the possible long-term effect of taking this reduction. If you choose a reduced assignment due to an illness caused or exacerbated by stress and the illness worsens to the point that you are unable to work at all, your short-term and long-term disability payments will be based on the FTE on your final day of paid work. That, in turn means reduced household income and pensionable service. The long-term effect, should you become permanently disabled by a chronic illness, could mean a lifetime of reduced earnings. Under the rules of the Salary Indemnity Plan you are not eligible to access long-term disability after you reach Factor 90. You can reach factor 90 with very little pensionable service if you have only worked part time. The other consideration that is often overlooked is the prospect of trying to increase your pension by working longer at the end of your career. Choosing to work 0.8 for five years will mean that you have lost a full year of pensionable service. With your present salary your pension will be reduced by over $100 per month permanently, if you have met the rule of 90. If you have not reached the rule of 90, the effect could be $350 per month. While the option to work less now may seem attractive, you have to ask yourself if you’ll want to work a year or two longer when you are nearing 60. For further information, contact your local president at your local union office, or one of the following staff members: Rob Taylor (rtaylor@bctf.ca), Michael Kimmis (mkimmis@bctf.ca), Chris Arcari (carcari@bctf.ca). – Rob Taylor, Income Security Division  Factor 88? Don’t wait A member who has attained age 64, has reached factor ‘88’ (age plus contributory service), or is in receipt of a retirement pension under a registered pension plan, may voluntarily withdraw from the long-term portion of the Salary Indemnity Plan. Withdrawal may be made during any school year in which one of the foregoing conditions has been met and upon the completion of the appropriate withdrawal form. Withdrawal will be effective, upon approval, in September for applications received in that month. Applications submitted later will be effective the month following approval of the application. In making application for withdrawal, you should ensure that in the event of serious illness or accident you have sufficient accumulated sick leave which, when combined with 120 days of benefit from SIP: short-term, will protect your salary to the end of the month in which you reach factor ‘90’ or the end of the month you attain age 65, whichever comes first. Principals and vice-principals should contact their HR department to inquire if they are members of the BCTF SIP or the disability plan offered through the BCPVPA. The BCPVPA plan will have its own withdrawal guidelines. Applications are available online at: bctf.ca/uploadedFiles/Public/SalaryBenefits/SIP/LT-withdrawalForm.pdf or call the BCTF Income Security Division at 604-871-1921. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/SalaryAndBenefits.aspx?id=20266&printPage=true,BCTF > Living with Balance  	Salary & Benefits  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Salary and Benefits > Health & Wellness Program > Living with Balance Living with Balance A six-week group program for teachers We are excited to announce our new Living with Balance group program for BC teachers.  This program has been initiated by the BCTF Health and Wellness Program and developed by the Occupational Rehabilitation Group.  There are a select number of BC communities where this program will be offered this year. Living with Balance is a group workshop, which typically runs for two hours once per week.  It focuses on developing tools and skills related to improving one’s vitality and resiliency. Our holistic approach to wellness will equip teachers to make simple lifestyle changes that will positively affect their physical, mental, and emotional well-being. This six-week group program will provide opportunities for: education, self-evaluation, and examining the importance of maintaining life-style balance discussing the importance of nutrition; exercise; sleep managing symptoms of low mood, anxiety, and stress; boundaries and managing conflict learning strategies that increase awareness of factors that contribute to fluctuations in mood as well as methods to manage them reviewing proven techniques used to improve self-esteem and self-confidence, and manage stress and low mood defining what work-life balance means to each of us and what happens when our roles collide, having good boundaries is often attributed to having clear values discussing how to be intentional, creative and assertive when you need to be learning the importance of social connections and community in building long-term wellness, understanding that social isolation is a significant health risk factor. For more information: poster   current districts and schedule   Program registration: via online application form  via print application  )
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=10130,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 5, April 2003 What can B.C. learn from Ontario? Dr. Kenneth Leithwood’s description of Ontario’s conservative educational reform pointed to many similarities with B.C.’s current neo-Liberal educational reform. Initially, both provinces’ reforms were met with outrage by public educators and with apparent indifference by parents, administrators, and trustees. In Ontario, it soon became evident that the so-called reform had many shortcomings, predicted at the outset by educators and later confirmed by the other stakeholders. Sound familiar? Here in B.C. we are reeling from the attacks of Bills 27 and 28 as well as the continued underfunding of public education. However, we must be buoyed by Ontario’s Rozanski report, which clearly points to many flaws in the Harris government’s educational master plan. More important, the report also points to essential educational re-reform, including an infusion of $2 billion into Ontario’s public school system. Leithwood gave credit to Ontario’s teachers and parents for keeping the ideals of a quality and fully funded public education system a political priority. I hope B.C.’s teachers, individually, as local association members, and as members of the BCTF, continue to accept the responsibility of building coalitions that will work to slow down, stop, and turn around Campbell’s run-away educational defunding train. Two important lessons can be learned from Ontario’s experience: we teachers can make a difference, and there is light at the end of the tunnel. – Chris Arcari, Langley   I’ve heard that the so-called educational reforms in Ontario have jeopardized the education of a generation of students. We should be aware that the education of our children is threatened as B.C. heads down the Ontario path. The lack of funding, the increase in class size, the loss of support services, and the closing of schools put the educational success of our students at risk. Crowding more students into a classroom means that the needs of all students cannot be met. When important interventions at an early age are missed, learning difficulties are likely to be perpetuated, and students are then denied their right to reach their full potential. This is certainly a cost to the individual, but also a cost to society. By not ensuring that the educational system is appropriately funded, the government, and all the educational partners who refuse to speak out against insufficient funding, will be responsible for depriving students of an appropriate education and creating an underclass of poorly served individuals who can only feel rejected by their society. We will undoubtedly find that the cost of managing this dissatisfied and disenfranchised underclass will be a greater cost in the long run. – Sandra Davie, Prince George   It is important for B.C. teachers to learn about the Ontario government’s attack on education. In spite of heroic efforts by well-educated, highly professional teachers, it appears that the government listens only to coalitions run by parents. It behooves us, therefore, to strengthen our ties with parent groups, PACs, and special-needs groups. Teachers who are parents should also consider becoming more vocal on PACs in their local schools. It is time to remind the government that the same people who voted them in can, and will, vote them out if they do not revise their under-researched slash-and-burn policies. It is time to consider the needs of our children. It is time to become active in coalitions that seek to encourage the government to correctly fund education. – Jeanie Lucas, Delta Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/IssuesInEducation.aspx?id=21966&printPage=true,BCTF> Purposes of education  	BCTF > Issues in Education  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Issues in Education > Teaching and Learning in the 21st Century Purposes of Education Why do we educate? What are the end results of an education for students?  This philsophical question has been discussed for thousands of years, but is still relevant in a consideration of 21st century learning.  Is the purpose of education to prepare students for work in changing economies?  To build positive and caring relationships?  To contribute to civil, inclusive and democratic society in diverse communities?  To address social injustice? Some or all of the above?  What lessons can we learn in terms of the purposes of education from considering the history of education?  And how might we learn from all these sources so that when new forms of education are proposed or initiated, we might consider the end results worthwhile, and ensure that the pedagogy, learning approaches and environments are designed to reach the goals we want to meet?    Boateng, P. (2003). Every child matters. Presented to Parliament by the Chief Secretary of the Treasury by Command of Her Majesty. London: TSO. [Report based around the five key outcomes that children and young people think matter most to their well-being.]   Coulter, D. L. & Wiens, J. R. (Eds.). (2008). Why do we educate? Renewing the conversation, volume one. Malden, MA: National Society for the Study of Education: distributed by Blackwell Publishing. Ferrero, D.J. (2011). The humanities: Why such a hard sell? Educational Leadership, 68(6), 22-26.  Kohn, A. (2003). What does it mean to be well-educated? Principal Leadership, 3(7). Ravitch, D. (2011). Keynote address, AASA 2011 National Conference on Education (Denver, Colorado, February 18, 2011).   Smith, M.K. (2004). Nel Noddings, the ethics and care of education. In infed: the encyclopaedia of informal education.  Tan, M. (2010, March 13). The false hard-soft dichotomy in education. Milton-Tan on Design-Creativity [blog]. Teachers College Record. (2010). Globalization, education, and citizenship. The Voice. [David Hansen, Teachers College professor, talks about globalization and education].   TED. (2011). TEDxTC - Peter Benson - Sparks: How youth thrive. TEDx Talks.     White, J. (2011, April 15). If the young aspire only to fame and fortune, where does that leave our 19th century fact-driven curriculum? Times Educational Supplement.  Wiggins, G. (2011). A diploma worth having. Educational Leadership, 68(6), 28-33.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=27950,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 25, Number 1, September 2012   Teacher newsmagazine print versions reduced   The May 2012 Representative Assembly voted to reduce the budget for Teacher and limit the number of issues that will be printed this year. We will produce six issues (down from seven) and only three will be in print—September 2012, November/December 2012, and March 2013. The October 2012, and January/February 2013, will be online versions only. A special pre-election issue will be printed in April 2013. Watch for the October issue online at bctf.ca/newsmag on October 23, 2012.   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "Eid Mubarak to all those celebrating in BC!" @bcliberals - 06:52pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/opportunities/TeacherAwards.aspx?id=5420,Opportunites for BCTF Members > Teacher Awards  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers Aboriginal Education  Bargaining & Collective Agreements  Français  Health & Safety  New Teachers  Opportunities for Members  Pensions Professional Development  Professional Rights & Responsibility  Provincial Specialist Associations  Salary & Benefits  Teachers Teaching On Call  Teaching Resources  For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Opportunities for Members > Teacher Awards, Grants, Scholarships Teacher Awards, Grants and Scholarships The Kathi Hughes Innovative Programming Award for BCAEA British Columbia Alternate Education Association Description: The Kathi Hughes Innovative Programming Award is given to an alternate education teacher who is willing to share a unique aspect of his/her existing program at the Annual BCAEA Conference in January. To encourage alternate education teachers to share their programs and workable strategies with others. Nature: One award of $500 Criteria: a) The applicant must be a BCAEA member. b) Outline the program (two-page maximum). Include how your program is meeting the needs and aspirations of your students. c) Indicate how your program would use the award. d) Include pictures of program "in action." e) Submit article for possible publication in the June newsletter. f) Include proposal for sharing of program at annual BCAEA Challenge and Change Conference (i.e. workshop, booth, or…). BCAEA may provide limited travel subsidy for award recipients presenting at conference. The program must: a) have been in operation for at least one year b) focus on the social/emotional and/or career development of students c) be shareable and be transferable Selection Process: Applications must include an outline of the program (two-page maximum) and include how the program is meeting the needs and aspirations of the students and how the program would use the award. Pictures of the program "in action" must be included. The presentation of the program and the award will take place at the Annual BCAEA Conference. Deadline Date: All applications must be received by March 31. For further information, including application and/or nomination forms, please contact www.bctf.ca/psas/BCAEA/   Teacher awards, grants and scholarships index listing About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9852,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept./Oct. 2002 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 1, Sept./Oct. 2002 2002–03 Retirement planning seminars   All teachers age 40+ should plan to attend one of the retirement-planning seminars listed. There is no pre-registration, nor fee. Seminars are on Saturdays from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. The agenda includes what retirement is, the Teachers’ Pension Plan, legal issues, retirement experiences, pension calculations, and personal advice. Make sure to bring a calculator and your most recent pension statement. Younger teachers are welcome. Date Location October 19, 2002 Chilliwack, Tzeachten First Nations Hall November 2, 2002 Richmond, Best Western Richmond Inn November 2, 2002 Smithers, Hudson Bay Lodge November 16, 2002 Surrey, Sheraton Guildford November 23, 2002 Burnaby, Radisson Hotel Burnaby November 30, 2002 Langley, IWA Canada January 11, 2003 North Vancouver, Holiday Inn Hotel & Suites January 18, 2003 Nanaimo, Coast Bastion Hotel January 25, 2003 Coquitlam, Westwood Plateau G&C Club February 8, 2003 Vancouver, Plaza 500 February 15, 2003 Delta, Town and Country Inn February 15, 2003 Courtenay, The Villas @ Crown Isle March 1, 2003 Prince George, Coast Inn of the North March 8, 2003 Kelowna, Ramada Lodge Hotel March 8, 2003 Nelson, Prestige Inn March 29, 2003 Kamloops, U. College of the Cariboo April 5, 2003 Dawson Creek, George Dawson Inn April 5, 2003 Port Hardy, Airport Inn April 12, 2003 Cranbrook, Heritage Inn April 12, 2003 Victoria, Holiday Inn     Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/cbcnewsbc?lang=ur,CBC British Columbia (@cbcnewsbc) | Twitter ٹوئٹر استفسار تلاش کریں ٹوئٹر تلاش محفوظ شدہ تلاشیں ختم کریں تصدیق شدہ اکاؤنٹ @ تجویز کردہ صارفین تصدیق شدہ اکاؤنٹ @ تصدیق شدہ اکاؤنٹ @ زبان: اردو العربية فارسی Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 کیا آپ کا اکاؤنٹ ہے؟ سائن ان کریں ٹوئٹر پرنئے ہیں؟ آج ہی شامل ہو جائیں » سائن ان Phone, email or username پاس ورڈ سائن ان کریں مجھے یاد رکھیں پاس ورڈ بھول گئے؟ پہلے سے بذریعہ ٹیکسٹ پیغام ٹوئٹر استعمال کر رہے ہیں؟ CBC British Columbia تصدیق شدہ اکاؤنٹ @cbcnewsbc ٹویٹس 40.2 ہزار تصاویر/ وڈیوز 1,648 فالونگ 412 فالورز 61.4 ہزار پسندیدہ 42   مزید پسندیدہ فہرستیں @cbcnewsbc کو باصوت کریں @cbcnewsbc کو بے صوت کریں فالو کریں فالونگ ان فالو کریں بلاک شدہ ان بلاک زیر التواء منسوخ کریں CBC British Columbiaتصدیق شدہ اکاؤنٹ @cbcnewsbc Breaking news from CBC News in B.C. Vancouver, BC cbc.ca/bc/ نومبر 2008 کو شامل ہوئے 1,648 Photos and videos ٹویٹس ٹویٹس ٹویٹس اور جوابات CBC British Columbia retweeted Stephen Smart @CBCSmart  ·  1 گھنٹہ NDP's @jjhorgan points out lofty promises around LNG, debt free BC, etc weren't mentioned in throne speech. #cbc #bcpoli جواب 0 replies ریٹویٹ ریٹویٹ شدہ 5 retweets 5 پسند کریں پسند کردہ 0 favorites مزید ٹویٹ ایمبیڈ کریں CBC British Columbia retweeted Stephen Smart @CBCSmart  ·  1 گھنٹہ NDP leader @jjhorgan says throne speech shows @christyclarkbc can't be believed anymore. #cbc #bcpoli pic.twitter.com/pUYkHMf4cm مزید تصاویر اور ویڈیوز دیکھیں جواب 0 replies ریٹویٹ ریٹویٹ شدہ 6 retweets 6 پسند کریں پسند کردہ 0 favorites مزید ٹویٹ ایمبیڈ کریں CBC British Columbia retweeted Jason Proctor @proctor_jason  ·  44 منٹ Affidavit by camper for @pivotlegal says police officer kicked him out of Crab park and told him to go to #OppenheimerPark #cbc جواب 0 replies ریٹویٹ ریٹویٹ شدہ 1 retweet 1 پسند کریں پسند کردہ 0 favorites مزید ٹویٹ ایمبیڈ کریں CBC British Columbia retweeted Jodie Emery @JodieEmery  ·  37 منٹ Marc and I did an interview with @CBCGloria this morning that will air on @CBCVancouver between 5-6pm tonight. Tune in! #bcpoli #vanpoli جواب 0 replies ریٹویٹ ریٹویٹ شدہ 6 retweets 6 پسند کریں پسند کردہ 4 favorites 4 مزید ٹویٹ ایمبیڈ کریں CBC British Columbia @cbcnewsbc  ·  40 منٹ LIVE: VPD discuss warning issued after 3 similar attacks on women since April: http://cbc.ca/1.2789418  #cbc خلاصہ دیکھیں جواب 0 replies ریٹویٹ ریٹویٹ شدہ 1 retweet 1 پسند کریں پسند کردہ 0 favorites مزید ٹویٹ ایمبیڈ کریں CBC British Columbia retweeted Stephen Smart @CBCSmart  ·  1 گھنٹہ Premier @christyclarkbc says Petronas acting in best interest of shareholders re: Oct deadline. Hopefull will still proceed. #cbc #bcpoli جواب 0 replies ریٹویٹ ریٹویٹ شدہ 1 retweet 1 پسند کریں پسند کردہ 0 favorites مزید ٹویٹ ایمبیڈ کریں CBC British Columbia retweeted Stephen Smart @CBCSmart  ·  1 گھنٹہ Premier @christyclarkbc talks to media after Throne Speech. Insists still optimistic re Petronas LNG. #cbc #bcpoli pic.twitter.com/JZhyVGHseC مزید تصاویر اور ویڈیوز دیکھیں جواب 0 replies ریٹویٹ ریٹویٹ شدہ 3 retweets 3 پسند کریں پسند کردہ 2 favorites 2 مزید ٹویٹ ایمبیڈ کریں CBC British Columbia @cbcnewsbc  ·  1 گھنٹہ VPD issues warning following series of attacks on women http://ift.tt/1xXv0Da  pic.twitter.com/eIPPhbeoRP مزید تصاویر اور ویڈیوز دیکھیں جواب 0 replies ریٹویٹ ریٹویٹ شدہ 14 retweets 14 پسند کریں پسند کردہ 3 favorites 3 مزید ٹویٹ ایمبیڈ کریں CBC British Columbia @cbcnewsbc  ·  1 گھنٹہ MT @DanBurritt: . @VancouverPD issues warning after 3 attacks on women since April in S.Granville, Oak & Cambie areas http://cbc.ca/1.2789418  خلاصہ دیکھیں جواب 0 replies ریٹویٹ ریٹویٹ شدہ 0 retweets پسند کریں پسند کردہ 0 favorites مزید ٹویٹ ایمبیڈ کریں CBC British Columbia retweeted Dan Burritt @DanBurritt  ·  2 گھنٹے . @VancouverPD issue warning after 3 attacks on women. Occurred in South Granville, Oak & Cambie areas as far back as April. @cbcnewsbc #cbc جواب 0 replies ریٹویٹ ریٹویٹ شدہ 6 retweets 6 پسند کریں پسند کردہ 0 favorites مزید ٹویٹ ایمبیڈ کریں CBC British Columbia @cbcnewsbc  ·  2 گھنٹے Disabled woman's lawyer demands 15 day suspension for officer that pushed her http://ift.tt/1q5shyT  pic.twitter.com/3HzpnYGvzV مزید تصاویر اور ویڈیوز دیکھیں جواب 0 replies ریٹویٹ ریٹویٹ شدہ 3 retweets 3 پسند کریں پسند کردہ 0 favorites مزید ٹویٹ ایمبیڈ کریں CBC British Columbia retweeted Jason Proctor @proctor_jason  ·  3 گھنٹے Judge ends morning session with stern call for answers as to why defendants ignored her interim order on fire ban #cbc جواب 0 replies ریٹویٹ ریٹویٹ شدہ 2 retweets 2 پسند کریں پسند کردہ 1 favorite 1 مزید ٹویٹ ایمبیڈ کریں CBC British Columbia retweeted Lisa Cordasco @LisaCordascoCBC  ·  3 گھنٹے First Nations & supporters at legislature Demand govt protection of burial ground at Grace Islet nr Saltspring pic.twitter.com/9aQOyeKKJL مزید تصاویر اور ویڈیوز دیکھیں جواب 0 replies ریٹویٹ ریٹویٹ شدہ 5 retweets 5 پسند کریں پسند کردہ 3 favorites 3 مزید ٹویٹ ایمبیڈ کریں CBC British Columbia retweeted Jason Proctor @proctor_jason  ·  3 گھنٹے Protesters say there aren't enough shelter spaces and enforcing order would violate their Charter right to safety, security #cbc جواب 0 replies ریٹویٹ ریٹویٹ شدہ 3 retweets 3 پسند کریں پسند کردہ 0 favorites مزید ٹویٹ ایمبیڈ کریں CBC British Columbia @cbcnewsbc  ·  3 گھنٹے 16-year-old struck and killed by train in Maple Ridge http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/tiffany-williams-16-struck-and-killed-by-train-in-maple-ridge-1.2789201?cmp=rss … pic.twitter.com/FjVPqicU3P مزید تصاویر اور ویڈیوز دیکھیں جواب 0 replies ریٹویٹ ریٹویٹ شدہ 1 retweet 1 پسند کریں پسند کردہ 0 favorites مزید ٹویٹ ایمبیڈ کریں CBC British Columbia retweeted Jason Proctor @proctor_jason  ·  4 گھنٹے Fire official says "no coherent leadership" and multiple violations of interim court order at #OppenheimerPark #cbc جواب 0 replies ریٹویٹ ریٹویٹ شدہ 2 retweets 2 پسند کریں پسند کردہ 0 favorites مزید ٹویٹ ایمبیڈ کریں CBC British Columbia retweeted Jason Proctor @proctor_jason  ·  4 گھنٹے Fire official claims defendants re-lit ceremonial fire the day the court order on fires was issued; says it was unattended next day #cbc جواب 0 replies ریٹویٹ ریٹویٹ شدہ 2 retweets 2 پسند کریں پسند کردہ 0 favorites مزید ٹویٹ ایمبیڈ کریں CBC British Columbia retweeted Jason Proctor @proctor_jason  ·  4 گھنٹے Police say the OT cost at #OppenheimerPark has now risen to $100k #cbc جواب 0 replies ریٹویٹ ریٹویٹ شدہ 2 retweets 2 پسند کریں پسند کردہ 0 favorites مزید ٹویٹ ایمبیڈ کریں CBC British Columbia retweeted Kathy Tomlinson @CBCGoPublic  ·  4 گھنٹے Woman's death raises alarms about "alert fatigue" among pharmacists: http://goo.gl/YIZOsj  #pharma خلاصہ دیکھیں جواب 0 replies ریٹویٹ ریٹویٹ شدہ 2 retweets 2 پسند کریں پسند کردہ 0 favorites مزید ٹویٹ ایمبیڈ کریں CBC British Columbia retweeted Jason Proctor @proctor_jason  ·  4 گھنٹے Mayoral candidate "Mayor" Meynerd leaps into frame to plug self during #Oppenheimer presser #cbc pic.twitter.com/SMB3H19tiu مزید تصاویر اور ویڈیوز دیکھیں جواب 0 replies ریٹویٹ ریٹویٹ شدہ 2 retweets 2 پسند کریں پسند کردہ 0 favorites مزید ٹویٹ ایمبیڈ کریں Twitter may be over capacity or experiencing a momentary hiccup. دوبارہ کوشش کیجئے Visit Twitter Status for more information. بند کریں CBC British Columbia followed CBC British Columbia کی کوئی بھی اپ ڈیٹس مت چھوڑیں۔ Vancouver, BC · تبدیل کریں © 2014 ٹوئٹر ٹوئٹر کے بارے میں مدد اشتہارات کی معلومات بند کریں رجحانات خصوصاً آپ کے لیے موزوں رجحانات۔ رجحانات آپ کو اپنی دلچسپیوں سے قریب ہونے کا انوکھا راستہ فراہم کرتے ہیں۔ رجحانات آپ کے مقام اور فالو کردہ افراد کی بناء پر موزوں کیے جاتے ہیں۔ تبدیل کریں موزوں رجحانات رکھیں دنیا بھر کے رجحانات حاصل کریں ہو گیا برخاست بند کریں سابقہ آگے بند کریں شخص کی پروفائل پر جائیں محفوظ شدہ تلاشیں ختم کریں تصدیق شدہ اکاؤنٹ @ تجویز کردہ صارفین تصدیق شدہ اکاؤنٹ @ تصدیق شدہ اکاؤنٹ @ بند کریں کیا آپ یہ اپنے فالورز کو ریٹویٹ کرنا چاہتے ہیں؟ منسوخ کریں ریٹویٹ بند کریں کیا آپ واقعی یہ ٹویٹ حذف کرنا چاہتے ہیں؟ منسوخ کریں حذف کریں بند کریں بلاک کریں منسوخ کریں بلاک کریں اپنی ٹویٹس میں مقام شامل کریں جب آپ مقام کے ساتھ ٹویٹ کرتے ہیں، ٹوئٹر اُس مقام کو محفوظ کر لیتا ہے۔ ہر ٹویٹ سے پہلے آپ مقام کو فعال یا غیر فعال کرسکتے ہیں اور ہمیشہ آپ کے پاس اپنے سابقہ مقامات کا ڈیٹاحذف کرنے کا اختیار ہوتا ہے. مزید جانیئے مقام دکھانا شروع کریں ابھی نہیں مقام دکھانا بند کریں بند کریں پروفائل کا خلاصہ بند کریں آپ کی فہرستیں بند کریں نئی فہرست مرتب کریں فہرست کا نام تفصیل 100 سے کم حروف، اختیاری پرائیویسی عوامی · کوئی بھی اس فہرست کو فالو کر سکتا ہے ذاتی · صرف آپ ہی اس فہرست تک رسائی حاصل کر سکتے ہیں فہرست محفوظ کریں بند کریں بند کریں اس ٹویٹ کو ایمبیڈ کریں نیچے دیا گیا کوڈ کاپی کر کے اس ٹویٹ کو اپنی ویب سائٹ میں شامل کیجیے- مزید جانیے ہہم، سرور تک پہنچنے میں ایک مسئلہ تھا۔ دوبارہ کوشش کریں؟ بنیادی ٹویٹ شامل کریں میڈیا شامل کریں پیش منظر بند کریں ٹوئٹر پر سائن اپ کریں ٹوئٹر پر نہیں ہیں؟ سائن اپ کیجیے اور اپنی من پسند چیزوں کے بارے میں اپ ڈیٹس حاصل کیجیے۔ کیا آپ کا اکاؤنٹ ہے؟ سائن ان کریں » بند کریں دو طرفہ (بھیجنا اور وصول کرنا) مختصر کوڈ: ملک کوڈ کے صارفین کے لئے ریاست ہائے متحدہ امریکہ 40404 (کوئی بھی) کینیڈا 21212 (کوئی بھی) برطانیہ 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 برازیل 40404 Nextel, TIM ہیٹی 40404 Digicel, Voila آئرلینڈ 51210 Vodafone, O2 انڈیا 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance انڈونیشیا 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata اٹلی 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » دیگر ممالک کے لئے ایس ایم ایس کے مختصر کوڈز ملاحظہ کریں بند کریں توثیق)
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(20140925,www.blogger.com,https://www.blogger.com/profile/04487800507762869615,Blogger: User Profile:  GalSmiley GalSmiley Contact me My Web Page On Blogger since April 2007 Profile views - 58 My blogs Sandi Said About me Gender Female Location Vancouver, BC, Canada Help Help Center Help Forum Video Tutorials Community Blogger Buzz +Blogger Developers Blogger API Developer Forum Copyright © 1999 – 2014 Google Terms of Service Privacy Content Policy)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11884,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2000 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 13, Number 2, October 2000 Public education not for sale That’s where the kids are by Chris Bocking Alex Molnar is a passionate and outspoken critic of the way corporations are bullying their way into public schools. He uses colourful analogies and real-life anecdotes to underscore his message that students are no longer thought of as citizens but as consumers-in-training. Molnar is a professor at the University of Wisconsin. He has dedicated his career to investigating the spread of commercialism in public education and trying to come up with alternatives to the corporate agenda. In the 1920s, a bank robber called Willy Sutton was asked why he robbed banks. “Because that’s where the money is,” he replied. In much the same way, Molnar stated, that is why business is targeting schools: “That’s where the kids are.” Twenty-five years ago, Molnar thought he might be interested in curriculum development. Then he saw a McDonald’s booth at a professional conference and was stunned to find that the restaurant chain had developed a unit on nutrition. He checked with the students in his university classes and found that they had been given piles of sponsored materials. He decided that his professional time could be better spent investigating how and to what extent business was involving itself in public schools. He talked about the self-styled “Coke dude” at Colorado Springs, in Arizona. That administrator told principals and teachers to encourage the students to drink more Coke in order to meet the district quota. We applauded the courageous lad in Georgia who was suspended for donning a Pepsi shirt when the entire student body was out on the parking lot forming the word COKE in a bid to win $10,000 from the soft-drink corporation. Molnar pointed out how schools are under relentless attack, and how the detractors have a lot of corporate money behind them. The “evidence” from right-wing think tanks used to “prove” the shortcomings of public schools does not usually stand up to scrutiny. Academics from the Fraser Institute do not have to submit their findings to a peer jury for verification; instead they tailor their announcements for maximum impact in the media, according to Molnar. Popular culture has become much more commercialized lately, and people are defined by their possessions more than anything else. Democratic institutions have never been weaker, said Molnar. Architecture reflects a society’s culture. The huge cathedrals of the Middle Ages demonstrated the importance of religion to the people of the time. In the late 1800s and early 1900s, political buildings (think of the provincial legislature) were front and centre, and in our day, the largest and most impressive buildings are trade centres and shopping malls. The market metaphor not democracy has triumphed, said Molnar. “Allowing corporations access to the classrooms is a profoundly immoral act, and represents the colonization of childhood,” said Molnar. “It is the harvesting of our children as a cash crop.” Teachers need to shoulder some responsibility for the success of business to date in the plan to infiltrate public schools. We have, in general, been “ethically tone deaf and morally blind,” he claimed. Increased activism is necessary, Molnar urged. “Too many of our colleagues are in the malls instead of in the union halls!” A positive approach will be the most successful. We need to “affirm a commitment to values, and promote healthful lifestyles.” After all, he concluded, “What is more important than the health of our children?”   Center for Commercial-Free Public Education Outrage over the introduction of Channel One in American high schools led to the formation of the Center for Commercial-Free Public Education in 1993. Begun as a student-oriented organization, it now provides arguments for teachers, parents, and school-board members interested in fighting corporate intrusion. One of the presenters at the Public Education: Not for Sale conference in May was Andrew Hagelshaw, the executive director of the centre. Hagelshaw reminded us of Channel One, the 12-minute closed-circuit television pseudo-newscast that includes two minutes of high-energy advertising. Approximately eight million American high-school students must watch Channel One during instructional time on a regular basis. Studies have shown that the commercials have more impact on the students than do the “newscasts.” A version of Channel One for school computers has now also become available. A limited Internet portal, it has advertising running in the lower left corner all the time. And students can accumulate points to redeem for merchandise. Three parents and a teacher, supported by the centre, successfully fought an 80-million-dollar soft-drink deal in Philadelphia that would have affected 215,000 students. In Oregon, a petition drive by students prevented a Coke deal, and San Fransisco passed strong anti-corporate sponsorship policies recently. The McGraw-Hill publishing company brought out a Grade 6 math textbook crammed with advertising. Students were asked to calculate the circumference of an Oreo cookie and to figure out how many weeks it would take to save up for Nike runners at so many dollars per week. California has now outlawed advertising in textbooks, and New York is leaning that way. The centre has developed sample school-board policies that can be used as templates for districts seeking to adopt stricter business-involvement guidelines. Hagelshaw talked about alternatives that boards can offer to companies willing to donate money. For example, a small plaque rather than a huge logo can be mounted on a scoreboard. The Center for Commercial-Free Public Education can be contacted at its web site, www.commercialfree.org, or by e-mail at unplug@igc.org, or by phone at 1-800-867-5841. Chris Bocking teaches at Keating Elementary School, Victoria, and is a member of the Teacher Newsmagazine Advisory Board. Schools providing new food for thought by Jim McMurtry My daughter complains about her school lunches, particularly the brown bread and cheese. She says some of her friends get to have candy and pop. One classmate had her mom pack a whole bag of licorice for her recess and lunch snacks. I tell my daughter that her teeth will come in handy when she is older and that a healthy body translates into a healthy mind. But she’s not convinced. I worry about when she will be in high school. Caffeinated pop and fast food are the standard diet. In fact, many high schools are creating fast food courts. At Terry Fox Secondary, in Coquitlam, students can choose among Subway, Pizza Hut, Panagopoulos, White Spot, Kentucky Fried Chicken, Taco Time, and others. Once there was discussion in schools about instilling good eating habits, but that seems to have been forgotten in the rush for corporate funding. Soon there might not be a bus, toilet stall, team jersey, computer screen saver, or school assembly without a corporate logo or message. The corporations are the big winners, because they get a captive market of kids at an age when brand loyalties are formed. And school sponsorship is a lot cheaper for them than advertising on television. The big losers, in my view, are teachers, because they are already dealing with many kids with attention-deficit disorder. When children load themselves up on sugar, caffeine, and food substitutes, there is a lot of bouncing off walls—just like at a birthday party. We are no longer talking about the Pepsi generation, but the Ritalin generation. If parents were given a choice between paying higher taxes and having schools openly commercialized, many of us might choose the latter. As well, many people remember school cafeteria food as being pretty awful, with lots of mystery meat. A friend once said it was fit for a king—“Here, King, here boy.” Yet there are problems when schools peddle something other than knowledge. For one, fast food is high in fat and harmful food additives, and caffeine in colas and iced tea, is an addictive drug. Indeed, a recent Johns Hopkins Medical School study concluded that caffeine is added to soft drinks because it is addictive. Some of the students in my high school classes are clearly addicted to Coke and Pepsi. I am concerned not only because such consumption displaces healthier drinks and can lead to obesity, tooth decay, and bone fractures but also because our schools are pushing consumption. At my own school, our athletic award ceremony in June was turned into a commercial for Pepsi, with kids being asked by two young Pepsi workers to chug their new product, Fruit Works, in a contest for a cell phone. I remember award ceremonies being focussed on the kids, but there I was at a ceremony where kids were lined up in front of pop machines for photos, asked to recite the name of the four Fruit Works drinks, handed Pepsi literature, and generally exploited. I coached three teams but I spoke less to the audience than the Pepsi officials did. We did get a free meal of hamburgers and pop, but Pepsi got a captive audience of hundreds of kids, all potential life-long consumers. A Montreal firm called Athena recently gave money to schools in six provinces for showing students its daily news bulletin, interspersed with two-and-a-half minutes of commercials. Closer to home, a girl at a high school in Maple Ridge was told that she was not allowed to publicize her school report on the environmental record of McDonalds, as the company was one of the school’s sponsors. There was a time when school was prized for being an open forum of ideas, and only a few years ago, Craig Kielburger, then a 14-year-old Toronto student, was heralded across the country for his campaign against corporate exploitation of children in Third World countries. I am now waiting for the day when morning announcements in a Surrey school end with: “Now remember, kids, things go better with Coke.” Then again, such an announcement is unlikely—our board is entering a district-wide agreement with Pepsi. Many of us struggle to get our children to eat and drink well. My mother occasionally wielded a wooden spoon to get her six children to down porridge or vegetables. Her tactics were harsh, but she wanted the right nutrition for her children. In fact she wanted everything that was right for her kids. Shouldn’t we? Jim McMurtry teaches at Princess Margaret Secondary School, Surrey. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/BCTFNews.aspx?id=20810&printPage=true,BCTF News, Vol. 15, No. 6, March 2010  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Newsletters and Alerts > BCTF News > 2009-10 Archives BCTF News Teachers Working Together for Quality Public Education Volume 15 No. 6 March 2010 Table of Contents BC education budget deceptive BCTF AGM sets direction Rally to Build a Better BC Provincial gaming grants cuts Staff representatives can hang out their shingle BC education budget deceptive The provincial government claims that it is providing “more funding than ever” for education in the budget delivered at the beginning of March. The miniscule increase of $129 million on a $4.82 billion budget still leaves boards floundering with the reality of ever-increasing funding shortfalls. K to 12 education is receiving a diminishing share of the provincial budget: 26.36% in 1991–92 to 15.34% in 2009–10. More of this funding has gone and continues to go to private education. The government says there is $54 million in funding for the 2% salary in­crease for this year and $57.6 million allocated for full-day Kindergarten with an additional $110 million over two years as a partial restoration, amounting to one-half, of the annual facilities grant. This does not automatically mean an increase for all districts, since 33 actually show no change in funding allocations. Others saw small increases, but most boards are reporting cuts to programs and likely layoffs, and 49 school closures are threatened. Vancouver’s shortfall is now $18 million. What remains unsaid are the continuing downloaded cost pressures for which there is no allow­ance. These are teacher pensions cost increases, carbon offsets, MSP premiums, BC Hydro rate increases, and the loss of purchasing power due to general inflation for goods and services and unfunded mandates such as BCeSIS, Bill 33 reporting, and early learning and literacy initiatives. In response to intense pressure, HST costs will be rebated, and the annual facilities grants of $110 million cut last year, will see half returned this year. BCTF AGM sets direction This year’s AGM made a number of key decisions that set the stage for a particularly challenging 2010–11. Bargaining was discussed at length in the light of the Federation’s plan to expand negotiations to include government, BCPSEA, and every local in the province. A multifaceted and comprehensive plan was adopted to put sustained pressure on the provincial government to fully fund public education. The BCTF restated its commitment to being the voice of teachers and to confront any attempt by other bodies, such as the BC College of Teachers and the provincial government, to establish competing alternate structures that would undermine public education and diminish the profession. In pursuit of a fully funded and indexed pension plan, a number of options were approved for consideration by the Executive Committee and the Teachers’ Pension Plan Board of Trustees (TPPBT). Other decisions addressed ethical investments and advised our representatives on the TPPBT to endeavour to divest holdings in companies that generate earnings from tobacco products, and that in the future a fund be developed that honours a number of environmental, human rights, and non-military criteria. The AGM elected Susan Lambert as president, Jim Iker as first vice-president, and Glen Hansman as second vice-president. Four members-at-large were elected: Rick Guenther, David Komljenovic, Denise Moffatt, and Kip Wood. They will join Irene Lanzinger as past president, and Jill McCaffery, Teri Mooring, and Christine Stewart who continue in their two-year terms. Rally to Build a Better BC Please come to the Coalition to Build a Better BC (CBBBC) rally! The rally will be held on Saturday, April 10, from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m., outside the Vancouver Art Gallery. There will speakers, musical entertainment, and an “issues fair” where participating groups will have tables and information to share. The CBBBC is a broad-based coalition of community groups representing arts and culture, the environment, seniors, faith-based organizations, and unions. The BCTF is a founding member of the coalition. The rally will launch the coalition and show the media and public how broad the opposition is to the cuts, and offer positive solutions for a better BC. Sustained advocacy forced the government to back off from planned education cuts and restore some funding. But districts still face deep cuts to programs and staff layoffs. The BCTF is determined to oppose the ravages the premier and his government are perpetrating, and work with all communities to support public education and other vital community services. Please encourage your colleagues, friends, family, and neighbours to join us! Provincial gaming grants cuts According to a recent government press release, this year’s gaming grants from the Ministry of Housing and Social Development will be streamed to youth arts, culture, and sports groups, sports organizations serving people with disabilities, and other organizations that work on public safety, people in need, and community services such as preschools. Groups that will not be eligible include school playgrounds, and adult arts, culture, and sports organizations. Parent Advisory Councils and District Parent Advisory Councils funding will be restored after it was cut in half in 2009. According to a recent article in the Victoria Times Colonist, gaming grant funding for preschools, childcare centres, and resource centres will be reduced by 50% this year. The amount available to all charities and non-profits has been reduced by $36 million. Non-profits that used to access gaming funds have started receiving rejection letters for this year. Even groups that meet the new funding requirements for gaming are facing cuts. They include the Fraser Valley Youth Society, which lost its funding of $5,000 a year. It runs the only drop-in centre for lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgendered, and transsexual youth in the Fraser Valley. Victoria’s Together Against Poverty Society (TAPS) has also lost $65,000 in funding for its Tenant Advocacy Project. Staff representatives can hang out their shingle Can a staff rep put up a sign on the wall beside the classroom identifying the teacher as the “Staff Representative?” Does a principal have the right to take down the sign? These were the questions asked of arbitrator John Steeves in an Abbotsford grievance that dates back to 2006. In his summary and conclusions, Steeves makes the point that, “The Union is a significant part of bringing democratic decision-making process(es) to the workplace, as recognized by previous decisions of the Supreme Court of Canada. The sign represented the pride the Grievor and other staff representatives felt in being elected to the position and in representing the Union and its members.” Regarding the principal’s removal of the sign, Steeves said, “... the effect of the removal was to create a perception that the Staff Representative and the Union were excluded from the school. This perception is not consistent with the fact that teachers in the school are members of the Union and that the Union (and the Employer) obtain their legal status through legislation. The effect is to make the sign a symbol for the existence of the Union itself.” Arbitrator Steeves concluded that the member had a charter right to post the “Staff Representa­tive” sign on the wall outside of the classroom, and that the principal violated the teacher’s charter right by taking down the sign. Locals can now issue “Staff Representative” signs to all staff reps so that they can post them at the entrances to their classrooms with pride.)
(20141007,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/bcedplan/status/393760460673388544?screen_name=bcedplan&screen_name=bcedplan&id=393760460673388544&id=393760460673388544,BC's Education Plan on Twitter: "RT @edupaige: Rewrite for K to Grade 9 curriculum - Maple Ridge News http://t.co/SsMrw55C22 #bccurric" Twitter Search query Search Twitter Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Language: English Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Have an account? Sign in New to Twitter? Join Today » Sign In Phone, email or username Password Sign in Remember me Forgot password? Already using Twitter via text message? Paige MacFarlane ‏ @edupaige Oct 25 Rewrite for K to Grade 9 curriculum - Maple Ridge News http://www.mapleridgenews.com/news/229171741.html?mobile=true … via @BlackPressMedia @bcedplan Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Follow Following Unfollow Blocked Unblock Pending Cancel BC's Education Plan ‏ @bcedplan Oct 25 RT @edupaige: Rewrite for K to Grade 9 curriculum - Maple Ridge News http://www.mapleridgenews.com/news/229171741.html?mobile=true … #bccurric Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Retweets 2 Favorites 2 8:26 AM - 25 Oct 2013 karen Nelson ‏ @studentscount Oct 25 @bcedplan Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Brian Fichter ‏ @FichterBrian Oct 25 @bcedplan @edupaige Jan has always spoken of education for children. Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Don’t miss any updates from BC's Education Plan © 2014 Twitter About Help Ads info Close Flag this media This has already been marked as containing sensitive content. Flag this as containing potentially illegal content. Submit Cancel Learn more about flagging media Dismiss Close Previous Next Close Go to a person's profile Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Close Retweet this to your followers? Cancel Retweet Close Are you sure you want to delete this Tweet? Cancel Delete Close Block Cancel Block Add a location to your Tweets When you tweet with a location, Twitter stores that location. You can switch location on/off before each Tweet and always have the option to delete your location history. Learn more Turn location on Not now Turn off location Close Profile summary Close Your lists Close Create a new list List name Description Under 100 characters, optional Privacy Public · Anyone can follow this list Private · Only you can access this list Save list Close Close Embed this Tweet Add this Tweet to your website by copying the code below. Learn more Hmm, there was a problem reaching the server. Try again? Include parent Tweet Include media Preview Close Sign up for Twitter Not on Twitter? Sign up, tune into the things you care about, and get updates as they happen. Have an account? Sign in » Close Two-way (sending and receiving) short codes: Country Code For customers of United States 40404 (any) Canada 21212 (any) United Kingdom 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM Haiti 40404 Digicel, Voila Ireland 51210 Vodafone, O2 India 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Indonesia 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » See SMS short codes for other countries Close Confirmation)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=17584,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 5, March 2009  Olympic budget puts paid to all-day Kingergarten By Noel Herron If anyone doubts the imminent demise of the emergence of a province-wide all-day Kindergarten program in BC in the near future, think again. The emergence of an apparently insatiable Olympic appetite for taxpayer money coupled with the recent release of several bogus Olympic budgets, points to not just a postponement, but the demise of key education initiatives, among them universal all-day Kindergarten. To think otherwise flies in the face of reality. It’s not just the rushed January convening of a special session of the provincial legislature in Victoria to bail out the billion dollar Olympic Village boondoggle, but the upcoming gathering storm around the hidden Olympic security budget that could also top a million, eliminating any pretence of the availability of sufficient provincial funds in Victoria for essential early childhood programs. Ironically, the Vancouver Olympic Committee and the International Olympic Committee have excluded the highly regarded humanitarian organization Right to Play from operating from the Vancouver Olympic Village site as it did in previous Olympics. Right to Play uses sports and play programs to improve health, develop life skills, and foster peace for children and communities in some of the world’s most disadvantaged countries. On top of the Olympic Village’s potentially heavy debt, this further tarnishes the iconic status of this controversial site. However, it was the late January front-page analysis by The Vancouver Sun, pegging the overall Olympic debt at a massive $6 billion (and counting), that puts paid to any remaining hope for the implementation of universal all-day Kindergarten in all of BC’s 59 school districts in the near future. Shamefully, it has now emerged that both Canadian and BC taxpayers have been either hoodwinked or lied to—in this case, both—by politicians at all levels (municipal, provincial, and federal) in the lead up to next year’s ballyhooed Olympic sports extravaganza. For the past three years, provincial politicians have shamelessly promised action on the early childhood file. There has been no let up on the hype and spin from the Ministry of Education on this topic. Yes, parents were told we are going to have great early childhood programs in BC, and make no mistake about it, they will be some of the best in Canada. The provincial government pleaded that it needed a little more time to ”get it right,” and then, as our education minister boasted, “We are going to lead the way.” The BC Liberals’ 2007 Speech from the Throne belatedly conceded that “currently approximately 25% of children (in BC) are not ready to learn when they enter Kindergarten.” Vague and over-the-top promises followed this speech, such as Shirley Bond’s assertion that by the year 2012, BC will have, (get this),”pre-Kindergarten classes for three-year-olds” when at the same time the prospects for all-day Kindergarten for five-year-olds, as the minister well knew, were rapidly disappearing over BC’s financial horizon. However, that did not prevent Bond from claiming that currently, “BC leads the country in early childhood education” when in reality, according to most analysts, BC is close to being dead last. Even more outrageous, after five years of leading Canada in child poverty stats, Premier Campbell, with a straight face, in an end-of-year television interview stated that children still remained his top priority. Opposition critics lost no time in deriding the premier for his once-a-month-priority-proclivity on this and other topics. Victoria, over the past few years, has not only created, but carefully cultivated enormous and patently false, expectations in the early childhood arena. The media messaging on this was as unrelentless as it was bogus. Many parents of preschoolers were looking forward to all-day programs for their five-year-olds next September only to realize that they have now been left with empty promises and dashed expectations. But as provincial budget time approached in February with the chance of very little funds, or no funds, available in Victoria’s coffers, Shirley Bond in mid-November started warning parents that all-day Kindergarten would not start soon. Pleading that the provincial plan requires additional in-depth study before it reaches the approval stage, it is clear that the provincial Early Childhood Agency’s province-wide “consultation” plan was yet another stalling tactic to disguise the lack of meaningful action by the BC Liberals. (To put the minister’s weak plea in perspective, the Vancouver Board of Education has run all-day Kindergarten classes for over two decades in many of its schools.) With over 3,000 responses being submitted to the Early Childhood Agency, the report, long past its due date is, being viewed, according to some critics, as a provincial participation put-on similar to the now famous Liberals’ “dialogue” on health two years ago. The Early Childhood Agency’s official report, slated to be released in mid-December, appears to have been delayed indefinitely—no doubt in a belated attempt to give some heft to the Liberal’s May election platform on early education. (Look for a plethora of early childhood promises in this document.) The studied absence by the provincial Liberals from the January First Call Coalition Child and Youth Issues Forum (a provincial advocacy organization representing over 80 affiliated groups) when the other two provincial parties, Green and NDP were present, speaks volumes about the government’s unwillingness to discuss its early childhood agenda. (See First Call’s position on early childhood programs.) As the situation now stands, thousands of needy preschoolers will continue to be left behind as Victoria’s current restrictive and discriminatory entrance requirements for all-day Kindergarten hold sway. Increasingly, these children will fall behind their peers as they move from primary into intermediate grades and consequently they will be denied access to the educational opportunities they deserve. All-day Kindergarten would, based on research and practice, usher in a new era and a genuine strong start for between 7,000 to 10,000 five-year-olds annually. Each year that slips by without province-wide implementation means that thousands of these kids will continue to fall behind. Who are these children? In a sense, they represent the “forgotten” early childhood kids who struggle for the first three or four years of their elementary schooling. They are a diverse group: children of the working poor; inner-city kids; minority-language students; children who for many reasons do not receive the rich preliteracy experience with the hands-on interactions that all children relish; and the so-called “grey area” students who do not fall into specific provincial categories that would enable them to receive the early intervention boost they need. Where does all of this leave us on the eve of a provincial election? What we have seen over the past three years is a dubious collage of early childhood images—photo-ops for various provincial ministers making announcements, title changes for school boards, book handouts for preschool parents, and misnamed and misleading drop-in programs, masquerading as Head Start programs for a smattering of preschoolers across the province. (Incidentally, the Obama administration, as part of its new long-term stimulus package, plans to add $1 to $2 billion to its highly successfull nationwide Head Start Program.) All of these elements have one thing in common—superficiality—as the BC Liberals craft a political image for preschool years that fails to match their actions. We will let our credibility challenged education minister, Shirley Bond, have the last word: “We remain committed to an aggressive early learning agenda in this province,” the minister has flatly stated when asked about the repeated delays and foot dragging in delivering solid early childhood initiatives. If you believe that statement, I have a bridge to sell you. Noel Herron is a former teacher and Vancouver school trustee.  First Call’s position on all-day/early Kindergarten programs First Call feels that expanded Kindergarten has the potential to serve children and families well if it is properly implemented. Proper implementation would include: inclusive and play-based programming. staff who are trained in early childhood care and education. ability to meet the needs of working families. universal access. inclusion of parents as knowledgeable partners in relation to service providers. maintenance of current childcare licensing ratio and space requirements in any school-based programs for younger children. For the full document go to: www.firstcallbc.org/earlyChildhood-WhatsNew.html Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140924,www.huffingtonpost.ca,http://www.huffingtonpost.ca/news/bc-teachers-strike-2014/,B.C. Teachers Strike 2014: Pictures, Videos, Breaking News Using a mobile device? Go to m.huffingtonpost.com for huffpost mobile. B.C. RCMP Vancouver B.C. Teachers Strike 2014 B.C. First Nations More Log in Create Account Notifications Profile Settings Logout Edition: CA BR Brasil CA Canada DE Deutschland ES España FR France IT Italia JP 日本 (Japan) KR 한국 (Korea) MG Maghreb UK United Kingdom US United States Region: BC All Canada Alberta British Columbia Québec (en français) Follow FRONT PAGE Politics Trudeau To Boycott Sun News After Host Calls Father A 'Slut'707 Meet Canada's Youngest Premier-Elect60 Rob Ford Leaves Hospital 'So Nice Of Him To Show Up' WATCH: Tory MP Ignores Questions About Iraq. Talks About Israel Instead Go to Politics More in Politics The Pulse Stephen Harper You might also like US Politics UK Politics Business Netflix Says 'No' To CRTC Demand34 Loonie Headed Below 85 Cents: CIBC18 BlackBerry Undercuts Apple, Samsung With New Phone 8 Things You Need To Know From Canada's Big Bank Economists Julian Assange Praises Canada31 Go to Business More in Business Small Business Money You might also like Tech TechCrunch Autoblog WorldPost This Is How ISIS Makes $3 Million A Day165 Islamic Militants Parade Captured Iraqi Soldiers14 Israeli Military Shoots Down Syrian Warplane239 Watch This Bicyclist Cheat Death Twice45 Wife Of ISIS Hostage Receives Recording Of Husband Pleading For His Life Go to WorldPost More in WorldPost Foreign Affairs World Elections Arab Uprising Afghanistan War Syria Crisis You might also like Travel Impact Living 25 Seriously Delicious Places To Eat In London, Ont. 20 Perfect Halloween Costume Ideas For Two Toronto Man's Incredible 215-Pound Weight Loss Story ► This Man Has Up To 100 Orgasms A Day How Do You Wish Someone A Happy Rosh Hashanah? Go to Living You might also like Healthy Living Food Recipes Divorce Women Parentdish Green Post50 Weddings Style LOOK: This $30 Wedding Dress Is Gorgeous The Kim Kardashian Pics We Should Be Looking At Elisha Cuthbert's Hair Never Changes The Best Fall Loafers 15 Stylish Fall Jackets For Women Go to Style More in Style Beauty Fashion Celeb Style Entertaining and Etiquette Stylelist Canada Wedding Style Home Style You might also like Style (U.S.) Weddings Stylelist Canada Entertainment Katherine Heigl Parties In A Bikini Because Summer Isn't Over Yet18 Jennifer Lopez Takes The Stage In A Sheer Bodysuit236 Kris And Bruce Jenner Finally File For Divorce155 'Modern Family' Star Says She Was The Victim Of Domestic Assault Aaron Carter Responds To Hilary Duff's Comments About Love32 Go to Entertainment You might also like Music Celebrity TV Moviefone Arts This Is The Last Generation Of Scarification In Africa10 How David Bowie Turned Identity Into An Art12 Spectacular Black-And-White Portraits Shed Light On Bangladesh's Third Gender Everything You Need To Know About The Story Behind Tim Burton's 'Big Eyes' Meet Female Photographers Changing The Way Women Are Portrayed Go to Arts You might also like Books Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Religion Alberta LOOK: Suburban Home Becomes Tim Hortons Overnight Mayerthorpe Convict Granted Day Parole LOOK: Calgary Homes The Average Buyer Can Afford Take A Tour Of Calgary's New Central Public Library Hospital ER Reopens After Ebola Ruled Out Go to Alberta More in Alberta Alberta Politics Alberta Business Alison Redford Calgary Edmonton British Columbia It's Time For B.C. Teachers To Stop Lying To Parents26 LOOK: B.C. Killer Whales From A Whole New Angle LOOK: Dreamy B.C. Farmhouse For Sale Convicted Rapist Charged In B.C. Teen's Killing15 Mall's New Play Area Has iPads. Just iPads. Go to British Columbia More in British Columbia B.C. Politics B.C. Business Christy Clark Vancouver ALL SECTIONS News Canada Politics Canada Business US Politics US Business World Media Sports Education Crime Weird News Good News Daily Finance Entertainment Entertainment Music TV Celebrity Comedy Art Books Moviefone Life & Style Living Style Home Healthy Living Taste Weddings Travel Parents Divorce Huff/Post 50 Marlo Thomas OWN Tech & Science Tech Science Green TEDWeekends Techcrunch Engadget TUAW Joystiq Voices Impact Women Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Religion College Teen Local Quebec (French) Calgary Montreal Ottawa Toronto Vancouver Winnipeg Mapquest Patch.com Our Mobile Apps iPhone iPad HuffPost Live iPad Android Phone Android Tablet British Columbia B.C. Politics B.C. Business Christy Clark Vancouver rss of this page Like 45 It's Time For B.C. Teachers To Stop Lying To Parents Quick Read | Comments (26) The Secret Meeting That Broke The B.C. Teachers' Impasse Quick Read | Comments I Refuse To Stop Spending My Own Money On My Classroom Quick Read | Comments (20) featured blog posts A Normal Sunday, At Last The early afternoon sun brightens the kitchen as it shines down through the skylight; I can hear my two youngest children, managing to not bicker and argue their way through Lego Star Wars on the TV, and I'm sitting across the kitchen table from my teacher husband, typing this as he plots out his Socials 8 course for the year. This is the first Sunday in months that feels normal for us. Mellissa Kimberley Mother, Artisan, Lifelong Learner     The Last Day of School As families in B.C. prepare for the long-awaited return to school, I am inspired to sit down and write out my own reflections of this past summer. In countless movies, we see children hard at work on their first day of classes, writing out their first essay of the school year. And so, I take a page from that to bring you "What I Did On My Last Day Of School." Mellissa Kimberley Mother, Artisan, Lifelong Learner The Conspiracy Of Silence In B.C. Schools Is Over Well, here we are, with a deal to vote on. We're climbing up out of the trenches, dusting ourselves off, holding our noses against the stench of manipulation, and voting. We'll vote yes, but it won't be an overwhelming yes. Cecelia Griffiths B.C. Resource Teacher B.C. Teachers' Strike 2014: At What Cost? These past three months have been an exercise in spinning plates, deciding what bills must be paid now and which can sit for a month; making those excruciatingly embarrassing phone calls to utility companies to ask for extensions, explaining our circumstances and hoping for an understanding and lenient person on the other end of the phone. I can't help but shake my head, because shouldn't teachers with their professional training be able to make ends meet better than this? Mellissa Kimberley Mother, Artisan, Lifelong Learner B.C. Teachers Should Vote No To Tentative Deal Despite what I know was a Herculean effort on the part of our bargaining team, I very much hope that B.C. teachers will vote no to the tentative agreement. After five weeks of strike, and 12 years of legal battles, this is not the deal that will restore sanity to public education and it is not a fair deal for teachers and students. Tara Ehrcke Teacher, Activist, Citizen   B.C. Teachers' Strike Was About Values, Not Economics Now, do I feel as though both sides compromised equally on this contract? No. I do feel like the teachers gave up more. But as much as I'd like a salary increase that actually kept up with the rate of inflation, and the budget to fund some firm way of handling class size and composition, this whole strike wasn't about economics. Ashley D. MacKenzie High School Teacher B.C. Teachers' Strike Is Epic Struggle Of Dinosaurs Millions of years ago, a triceratops and a Tyrannosaurus rex fought it out as the Cretaceous period came to a end. Neither realized their struggle was futile since they were both about to become extinct. The B.C. teachers' strike is another epic struggle of dinosaurs as the Ministry of Education and teachers' union are locked in bitter dispute over issues that have little significance since the market for education has fundamentally changed. Steven Burton Creator of Icicle, the HACCP Food Safety Platform Do B.C. Parents Have To Buy Toilet Paper Soon As Part Of School Supplies? Then there is the issue of school supplies. I have watched the list steadily lengthen over the years. This year alone, I have spent $300 just so my children can have adequate supplies for school. Not to mention that their supply lists include ridiculous items like Kleenex, photocopy paper and Ziploc bags. If our schools don't even have the funding to supply children with something to wipe their noses with, then like one parent said to me, "What's next, toilet paper?" Carolyn Moeller Mother, Community Volunteer, Bookkeeper A Rough Guide To E80 And The B.C. Teachers' Strike Everybody watching the B.C. public teachers' strike has heard of E80, and nobody understands it. Even the negotiating teams can't agree on what it means -- a pretty good sign that it should be deep-sixed pronto. The bottom line is that the parties' positions on E80 is fatally poisoned by distrust. Many fault the union, but it's the government who wrote the script. Sandy Garossino Business Owner, Community Advocate, former Crown prosecutor Christy Clark Is Balancing the Budget at the Expense of Kids and Teachers The current teachers federation vs. government struggle is more than a labour dispute. For those who look closely, what's revealed is a style of government that appears to disregard facts, deceive the public, tarnish the reputation of teachers, all in a move to pit the people against teachers and their legal right to due process under the law. Government's disdain for trained professionals in order to gain a political advantage is deplorable. No government should hide the truth of its past misconduct. No government should balance the budget at the expense of teachers and kids. Raffi Cavoukian Troubadour, Author I Served To Help Children Attend School Abroad, But Am Helpless In B.C. I sacrificed myself, along with my army buddies, to help children in other countries to attend school, but what can I do in my own country to get children back in school in B.C. Madam Premier, this is our province. Not just mine and definitely not just yours. This province is not just yours to destroy the rights and freedoms of the people. Dan Nickel Retired Army Mechanic, Hockey Coach B.C. Teachers' Strike: 5 Tips For Survival As a mother of a nine-year-old boy in the public school system and a working physician, I am seeing the effects of the strike on many of my patients. So I have compiled a list of five steps for all of us dealing with this time of uncertainty. Dr. Divi Chandna Physician, Author Help B.C. Teachers Feel Valued With #thisisYOURstrikepay I am a B.C. teacher, and lately I feel like I should apologize for that. I'm so tired of hearing how awful I am. How greedy. How I shouldn't want more for my students. Let's get teachers feeling valued because things are rough right now, and it's getting hard to remember by ourselves. Kat Ling Teacher What's The Faith-Based Reason For Asking Teachers To Perform Miracles? When we have eight or more students in a class who have various levels of learning difficulties or special needs and there is only one education assistant to help, we are being asked in effect to either perform a miracle, or to play God and decide who gets the help and who does not. We cannot do this. We cannot perform those miracles. Lizanne Foster Teacher Premier Is Massaging The Message To Distract From Facts In Teachers' Strike If you pay attention to all the ruckus about massages, you may miss the fact that teachers are being asked to give up their Charter rights in exchange for a promise of better learning conditions for students. No amount of massaging a political message can detract from that fact. Lizanne Foster Teacher Like Everyone Else, I Want This Dispute To End I worry the B.C. Teachers' Federation is actually counting on government to legislate an end to this strike so they can avoid having a difficult conversation with their members about what is realistic and achievable. Peter Fassbender B.C. Education Minister Return To Classes 'Very Emotional' Quick Read | Comments | 09.22.2014 BACK TO SCHOOL! Quick Read | Comments | 09.21.2014 Teachers Shut Out Of B.C. Liberal Fundraiser After 'Security' Concerns Quick Read | Comments (82) | 09.21.2014 'Neither Side Got Exactly What They Wanted' Quick Read | Comments | 09.20.2014 B.C. Teachers' Strike Ends With Bittersweet Contract Approval Quick Read | Comments | 09.19.2014 B.C. Teachers Vote On Bittersweet Contract Deal With Province Quick Read | Comments | 09.18.2014 Veteran Mediator Elevated To Hero Status In B.C. Quick Read | Comments | 09.16.2014 DEAL Quick Read | Comments (53) | 09.20.2014 B.C. Teachers' Dispute Spins Into Boycott Of Businesses Quick Read | Comments (135) | 09.17.2014 Is Mother Nature Trying To Say Something About Teachers' Strike? Quick Read | Comments | 09.16.2014 B.C. Teachers' Strike's 'Unintended Consequences' Quick Read | Comments (14) | 09.15.2014 Promising? Marathon Teachers' Strike Talks Go Into Wee Hours Quick Read | Comments (70) | 09.15.2014 Ontario Teachers Donate $100,000 To Striking B.C. Counterparts Quick Read | Comments (15) | 09.12.2014 WATCH: Singing Out Teachers' Strike Frustrations Quick Read | Comments | 09.12.2014 About B.C. Teachers Strike 2014 Public teachers in British Columbia began rotating strikes in May 2014 which also included a partial lockout by the provincial government. It escalated to a full-scale walkout a month later as part of a bitter ongoing contract dispute. The sticking points are pay, class size and composition, and classroom support. A mediator walked out on exploratory talks a few days before the scheduled start of the 2014/15 school year, declaring the two sides too far apart to attempt mediation. Most Popular bPQbjLzPAUArF77Wj3a48LqTzQU6Ih1RSssL8yD%2BjdA%3D jTtbKAblkUjDYBwJKmauRaRDxxvNeFplmI8yrWnJRws%3D fcydP%2B8CpVGGigfySGNO%2FLGIgwMNekWvLvpX%2BR9SHrY%3D 1 of 3 B.C. Teachers Shut Out Of Liberal Party Fundraiser After 'Security' Concerns 0 Comments B.C. Teachers Vote Results: Majority Ratify Bittersweet Contract Deal With Province 0 Comments The Secret Meeting That Broke The B.C. Teachers' Impasse 0 Comments I Refuse To Stop Spending My Own Money On My Classroom 0 Comments Homemade Study Guide Goes Viral To Help Grade 12 Students During Strike Quick Read | Comments | 09.12.2014 Education Minister No Longer Ruling Out Back-To-Work Legislation Quick Read | Comments (62) | 09.12.2014 Christy Clark Event Caterers Find Restaurant Window Smashed Quick Read | Comments (13) | 09.11.2014 'Widely Expected' Teachers' Vote Result Turns Up Pressure On Province Quick Read | Comments | 09.11.2014 Big Budget Surplus Not For Teachers' Deal: Finance Minister Quick Read | Comments (64) | 09.10.2014 Voucher System For B.C. Schools 'Categorically Not True': Minister Quick Read | Comments (38) | 09.09.2014 B.C. Union Leaders Urge Clark To Accept Binding Arbitration Quick Read | Comments (32) | 09.09.2014 Bus Driver Rejected Student Fare Due To Strike: Teen Quick Read | Comments | 09.09.2014 B.C. Teachers' Union Offers Vote To End Strike If... Quick Read | Comments (55) | 09.08.2014 High School Students Plan 'Walk-In' Quick Read | Comments | 09.08.2014 Here's The B.C. Government's Argument Against Teachers' Court Ruling Quick Read | Comments (20) | 09.08.2014 Pages:   1 2 3 4 5 Advertise | Make HuffPost your Home Page | RSS | Careers | FAQ User Agreement | Privacy | Comment Policy | About Us | About Our Ads | Contact Us Copyright © 2014 TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. | "The Huffington Post" is a registered trademark of TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. All rights reserved. Part of HPMG News)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9952&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 4, March 2003 School closures of a different stripe by Lynne Sinclair Did anyone notice when the corporate media and Christy Clark changed their collective minds and decided teachers need more time off? It was when the budget cuts began and our campaigns were showing signs of success. I’ve spent my lifetime either defending teachers against attacks upon their short work day and their long vacations. Now all of a sudden, some want us to have a four-day week and/or extra time off during the year? All the management proponents of school calendar cuts cite "budget woes" as the rationale. Teachers cite workload and stress. Some claim that the changes are better for children, but the jury’s out on that one. So, if the reason for changing the school calendar is cost savings, what will the suggestions be next year? The three-day week, the three-week spring break? Where does it end? Do we now feel that we cannot afford to offer our children the education they deserve? School calendar arrangements that alter the Canadian tradition of the five-hour day, five-day week, with standard family holidays, are becoming a form of school closure. Imagine yourself two years from now with that four-day week when one of our noted antiteacher columnists asks, "Why are we paying teachers for a five-day week when they work only four days?" or "Why aren’t teachers working a five-day week like everybody else?" All of a sudden, the political climate has returned to normal where teachers are being attacked for their high pay and few working hours. Will we be able to withstand the heat then, or will our salaries be cut and our hours increased, in spite of the "deal" we make today? Who will remember or care that we added a few minutes to a day in order to get Fridays off? The Liberal government loves privatization. Is this just another pathway to privatization? We can’t afford a public education system, so let’s hand it over to the private entrepreneurs. (Have you checked the healthcare system lately?) In Philadelphia, the public schools were handed over to Edison Schools Inc., a private contractor. Its stock prices plummeted over the summer. Shortly before classes began in the fall, the company sold off textbooks, school supplies, computers, and musical instruments to raise cash. Then some of the company executives moved their offices into schools, until ordered out by the school board. The founder of Edison proposed to school principals that school children could work one hour a day in the school offices, helping the company save 75 full-time clerical salaries! We need a strong and stable public education system to prevent examples such as the Edison failure and to create the brightest possible future for children. We cannot and must not run our public education system off the backs of our TOC colleagues, support staff colleagues, and working parents. All have suffered from the models that have been developed in Boundary and Abbotsford: in lost jobs, lost work, increased hours, or increased childcare costs. The BCTF is discussing school-calendar issues, in order to ensure that our members engage in a thoughtful, wide-ranging, and strategic discussion of the issues. It is tempting to agree to a four-day week because of the cuts to our collective agreement that stripped workload guarantees, but there may be a higher, long-term cost. Why do we teach? Because we care about students. We must not leap to yet another ill-thought-out government scheme that puts students at risk. Before any school calendar changes, teachers, parents, and members of the community should take the time to consider whether the proposed changes enhance teaching and learning, childhood and family life, and community life, including business. Recommendations were adopted by the Winter 2002 Representative Assembly. They call for strong opposition to school calendar changes that are driven primarily by budget cuts. In addition, locals and members are asked to ensure the broadest possible input from the community, including people from all socio-economic backgrounds, when discussing school calendar changes. Some of the issues to be discussed are: whether teaching and learning are enhanced, the effect on working parents, the effect on childhood and family life, the effect on professional development and PD days, whether or not colleagues and support staff lose pay or jobs, the implications for teachers’ salaries and hours of work, the effect on community services such as policing, the health and safety of both staff and students, and the language of the collective agreement. Stay tuned, and don’t dive before you test the water. Lynne Sinclair is the acting director of the BCTF’s Field Services Division.)
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(20140925,www.blogger.com,https://www.blogger.com/navbar.g?targetBlogID075687045866423208324646blogName75Staffroom+Confidential46publishMode75PUBLISH_MODE_HOSTED46navbarType75LIGHT46layoutType75LAYOUTS46searchRoot75http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/search46blogLocale75en46v075246homepageUrl75http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/46targetPostID75867018049455587383246blogPostOrPageUrl75http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/05/teacher-morale-and-role-of-principals.html46vt75-290883125884811926,302 Moved 302 Moved The document has moved here.)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "#FunFriday Fact: #BC has the highest small business employment in Canada. October is Small Business Month! Check out: http://t.co/20bcLmlvFP" @bcliberals - 03:55pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=21538&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > September 2010   Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 23, Number 1, September 2010     A hard day’s night  By Charlie Naylor and Margaret White  So how’s your worklife? That’s what BCTF Research asked teachers across the province in a major study of teachers’ work in BC’s public schools. A random sample of teachers received a BCTF survey, with over 500 teachers from most school districts sharing their views on the joys and stresses of teaching in 2009. Topics covered in the survey included:: teachers’ experiences and perspectives on their own education and professional development workload issues how teachers spent their summer break satisfaction and stress in teaching changes in stress, workload, and job satisfaction, and sources of work-related stress teachers’ perceptions of the effects of stress inclusive education the most important areas for BCTF focus to improve teachers’ working and learning conditions. After extensive analyses of data, a series of reports is now being published by BCTF Research on the above areas. In a change of direction from previous surveys, we asked what gave teachers satisfaction in their work. The answer? It’s the students, of course. Or words to that effect. “I still get tremendous satisfaction working with the kids. I love when I get to experience their ‘ah-ha’ moments. I still get tingling in my knees when they hit all the right notes with their recorders, or their voices come together in harmony. I love when my Grade 7s feel inspired and get involved in great discussions.” “I love working with my students and can’t imagine doing anything else, even though it is a very challenging job. I love knowing that I have made a difference in my students’ lives and helped them to view themselves as capable and successful individuals.” However, when it came to stress, teachers suggested it was the combination of several different factors that caused the most severe stress. “When you try to break down the elements of stress in the profession of teaching it actually does a disservice to teachers. It’s not the individual items that cause stress; it’s the combination of things that actually causes stress. When we have our most stressful times, during report-card preparation, we also have all the other items to contend with at the same time. We can’t put the kids on automatic and the meetings don’t stop; there’s still marking and planning; we still need to deal with behaviour issues and call parents; we still have the administration to deal with and the very real problems of kids not getting what they need at school and at home. This is when our stress levels are at their highest.” And when we asked teachers about possible stress-related factors, the four most significant sources of stress related to student needs in the classroom—students’ disruptive behaviour, class- composition issues, lack of support for non-designated “grey area” students, and the unmet needs of students. The fifth most stressful factor for teachers is the attitude of the provincial government. While teachers took an average of 5.7 weeks off during the 2008–09 summer break, they also spent time on school-related activities with most doing classroom preparation at the start and end of the school year. About half read school-related books and educational journals. Younger teachers took a shorter summer break than older teachers, some working in paid employment. “I work full-time during the summer since my student loan payments are huge. I do not earn enough money during the school year to live in July and August.” Teachers told us that summer break is also a time to recuperate from the hectic demands of the school year, attend to personal responsibilities put on hold, and care for dependent or ill family members. “Does this mean relaxation time? Much of my summer is used to get things in order at home, which get put on the back burner during the school year.” Long hours at work were the norm, with an average work week of almost 48 hours, and 10% of respondents working more than 60 hours a week. Substantial time was spent in preparation, meetings, and marking, with teachers increasingly spending time on administrative tasks. “It varies. It goes from crazy to insane. I’m at every meeting for every student and I type and distribute minutes. I rarely have a day where there is not a meeting after school or an IEP to write. I wish my energy could go into prepping lessons that help children!” Many teachers found it hard to turn off their thinking about work at the end of the day, while about a third of respondents found that job pressures interfered with family or personal life. Teachers said: “The hours are difficult to calculate. I arrive at school and power through most days until 5:00 p.m. with few recess or lunch breaks. Coaching eliminates prep time and we all give up time at recess. I am drained when I come home to my own two young kids. If I could afford to stay home I would; the job takes its toll on my emotional and physical health.” “Being a new teacher, I spend much of my time with preparation and marking. It is overwhelming at times as I still haven’t found a balance between work and play. I love what I do and wouldn’t want to do anything else. However, I struggle with balance.” The research also indicates that, in the view of respondents, learning and working conditions have worsened compared to five years ago. Increased stress and workload appear to be reducing job satisfaction, which in turn are motivating teachers to consider leaving the profession. Increasing workload and stress not only have considerable implications for students in the classroom and for teachers’ quality of worklife, but will likely have an impact on teacher retention in future years. One in five teachers said they are considering leaving the profession for reasons other than retirement, with teachers who are mid-career being the most likely to do so. The reasons for leaving teaching include increased workload, stress and burnout, health conditions aggravated by stress, lack of encouragement, job insecurity, and dissatisfaction with the provincial government. “I feel that I cannot keep up, physically, with the demands of parents and administrators when the needs of students continue to grow, but support and resources continue to diminish.” “Not enough time for my personal life. Always carrying the stress of school around, 24 hours a day. Seeing that there are many other occupations where people work 40 hours/week, not 60–70…” The survey results suggest that the most important areas for BCTF to focus on to improve working and learning conditions are improving support for special education, providing more time for planning and preparation, reducing class size, improving salary and benefits. BCTF Research thanks the hundreds of teachers who shared experiences and perspectives to tell the stories of their work in BC’s schools. The full reports will be posted on the BCTF website during the fall. Charlie Naylor and Margaret White are researchers in the BCTF’s Research and Technology Division.  Ten most stressful factors for teachers Per cent of teachers who rated the source of stress as “high” or “very high” (out of 47 sources of stress) Students with disruptive behaviour         68.7% Class composition issues         67.6% Non-designated, “grey area” students         64.2% Unmet needs of students         61.6% The provincial government         58.4% Inclusion, students with special needs         52.3% Preparing report cards (non-BCeSIS)         51.5% Preparing report cards (BCeSIS)         51.0% Foundation skills assessment (FSA)         50.4% Size of class(es)         49.4%    )
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=14940,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2008 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 20, Number 4, January/February 2008 The helping hands crochet project By Vicki Stuart Rochester Elementary is a K–5 school situated on the west side of Coquitlam. It is a dual-track school with an enrolment of 368 students for the 2007–08 school year—219 students in the English program and 149 students enrolled in French immersion. Recently, our school has welcomed students from two nearby schools that have been closed—Vanier and Millside. This has had a positive affect on the culture of the school as our new students and families have added new perspectives, ideas, and enthusiasm. Over the past four years, one of our school goals has been to focus on social responsibility by improving students’ skills in contributing to the classroom and school community. Some of our monthly themes have been caring, respect, a sense of belonging, and diversity. We teach these values through assemblies, direct classroom instruction, leadership groups, and daily school-wide announcements. The crochet project has been one way that students at Rochester have been able to achieve and/or work toward this goal. Over 100 students are involved in the school-wide activity of crocheting. Interested students are invited to get together during noon hour to learn the basic crochet stitch in order to complete their scarves. We are making scarves for the homeless and giving them to Share, a local community service agency in the Tri-City area. During the crochet times, students listen to classical music and have the opportunity to chat with classmates to get to know others in the school. Students have been responsible in working with one another during these times and offering support and skills. As one student notes, "I like helping others." It is amazing to see the support that parents have given the project. This has come by way of donations of wool and crochet hooks. Also mothers and grandmothers have been making scarves themselves and donating them to the project. Parents have been thrilled that their children are learning how to crochet and that they are donating their scarves to people in need. One of our parents remarked, "My child is learning patience during this project." Enthusiasm for this project has continued to grow as new students join the crochet club. Today we have completed over 50 beautiful scarves for the homeless. The students and families at Rochester Elementary have made an amazing contribution to the Coquitlam community. As the need is eloquently highlighted by one of the students, "I like making scarves for the homeless because in the winter it is very cold and the homeless can die and they’re people too." Vicki Stuart teaches at Rochester Elementary School, Coquitlam. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7244,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 3, November/December 2005 Student teachers by Rick Appel and Mark Vance As we handed out signs for the rally, we noticed immediately the turn out was better than we expected. We were also busier than expected—speaking to the media and talking with each other. The rally was organized by SFU and UBC student teachers to show support for the striking teachers. What this meant to each of us certainly varied, but it was clear from our conversations with other student teachers that the rally was necessary. The rally took place at Broadway and Granville in Vancouver, on October 21, the day teachers began voting on acceptance of the Ready recommendations. Teachers joined us for the rally, and there was no doubt that many were concerned about the outcome of the vote. Had public awareness of the issues confronting teachers increased? Was it time to return to the classroom? To many of us, it felt like time to return. We were in the middle of our long practicums, and a continuing strike might well have resulted in either extending or repeating these practicums—the former was more palatable, while the latter was difficult to swallow. However, we believed that repeating our practicums would have been worthwhile if teachers were successful in gaining improvements to teaching and learning conditions. As student teachers, we were experiencing the realities of BC classrooms first-hand. We were teaching large classes and trying to make time for students with learning difficulties and behavioural concerns. Like the striking teachers, we recognize that addressing these issues is the necessary starting point to improving public education. We also realize that this is not an exhaustive list—there are many other aspects of our education system in need of repair. We are committed student teachers. We have chosen this profession because we fundamentally believe in education and want to make a positive difference in the lives of our students. In our current practicums, it is clear that our students recognize our commitment as well. We have not turned to teaching out of economic necessity. We have made conscious decisions, switching from already successful careers as a contractor and college instructor respectively. This is why we took this labour dispute so seriously. From an employability standpoint, finishing our practicums is only the short-term goal. Our long-term goals are the same as those of working teachers. The excellent turnout for the rally showed that other student teachers share these goals. We, and other student teachers from SFU, had already joined teachers on picket lines at various schools. At the start of the week, student teachers from the University of Victoria and SFU made their presence and support known at the protest on the Legislature lawn in Victoria. For us, the student-teacher rally was just as important as the previous support we had shown. As future teachers, we felt beholden to make a statement of support for our future profession. We do not hope that teaching will be a career of job action and labour strife. However, we fear it. Many others fear it too. We believe the support we received from the passing motorists was evidence of this. However, the conversations we had with pedestrians allowed us the opportunity to clarify the message on our signs. Many passersby were alive to the idea that we were protesting against an employer that was not our employer—yet. This was a valid idea deserving a valid response. We are still working toward certification, and we do not know how a full school year feels. Nevertheless, student teachers are already committed teachers. We have made the commitment to a profession, and with that comes concern for the issues surrounding that profession. As the rally wound down, and our classmates and future colleagues made their way home, we recognized the success of the afternoon. Speaking to people allowed us to show our support. People learned that teachers are committed before they even begin teaching. They learned that although we faced difficulties, we still believed in the profession. The purpose of the rally was to show that student teachers support public education. Our signs clearly stated this, but our conversations helped people on the street understand what this really meant to us. Rick Appel is on practicum at John Oliver Secondary School, Vancouver, and Mark Vance at Alpha Secondary School, Burnaby. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13184,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 1999 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 11, Number 7, May/June 1999 An appetite for language learning by Verena Foxx Secondary students document elementary school cooking project “It makes me feel proud because I can learn more English and we cook different peoples’ foods,” says a Grade 5 Vancouver elementary ESL student. “This experience has helped our students develop marketable skills,” says Vancouver’s Kitsilano Secondary School video production teacher Ken Scott. For the past three years, every Friday afternoon, the staffroom at David Livingstone Elementary School, in Vancouver, has been transformed into an active multicultural kitchen and dining room. Students from the ESL Reception class (Grades 4–7) have been learning language skills using an experiential approach of cooking and eating. The class teacher, Sylvia Luksun, and I developed the program. After running Multicultural Cooking for two years, we were encouraged to develop a video and resource guide to share the experience with other teachers. The Vancouver School Board’s Marineview Area Learning Services offices awarded the funds. ESL district resource teacher Vicki McCarthy offered her expertise in a consultative role. A suggestion to collaborate, using in-district resources, resulted in our partnering with Kitsilano Secondary School teacher Ken Scott and two of his video-production students, Neall McGregor (Grade 12) and Emryss Prussin (Grade 11). The goal of our project was language learning through cooking Canadian multi-ethnic foods. We hoped that different eating customs would expand the students’ palates and their knowledge of the world. We realized that table settings could enhance and support conversation, manners, and the understanding of various ethnic backgrounds. We built in other aspects of the cultural studies by teaching games, music, and songs and learning basic geographical and statistical facts. A five-course Canadian Thanksgiving Dinner in early October kicks off the program. During another session, the class is setting up a Mexican Fiesta, or a parent is teaching ESL learners to make Ukranian perogies, Taiwanese potstickers, or Ghanese jollof rice. On a subsequent Friday, First Nations bannock bread sizzles in a deep frying pan. American apple and berry pies are baked in the spring, and a French picnic is packed when the weather is warm. The class is involved in managing the project. Students are responsible for helping develop and follow a budget, for making their own aprons, and for taking part in monthly recess fundraising sales. They support the planning of the menus and shop for supplies with us on a rotating basis. The students learn to cook by following a recipe. They set the tables, eat together, and clean up. Students from other intermediate classes join the cooking class in a reverse-integration process. A community relationship is formed through a partnership with parents of the class who come in and share their recipes and cultural traditions. In June, we visit a restaurant together as year-end celebration. It is evident on this field trip that the cooking-project goals have been met. After many weeks of experience, students enthusiastically demonstrate their table manners, conversational skills, and an interest in the menu and food. In planning the project, we aimed to integrate the learning outcomes of several IRPs. Language arts abilities included building vocabulary, following instructions, understanding sequencing, and developing interactive talk. Social studies skill development took place in follow-up activities that built an appreciation of other cultures. A simple overview of the countries studied extended the students’ knowledge of geographical location, climate, population, and different types of government. Math and science learning took place in measuring ingredients and following the cooking process. Finally, personal planning goals were achieved. Participants improved their organizational and interpersonal skills. They developed a positive self-esteem as they learned to respect one anothers’ differences. When the time came to document the cooking project, we invited Prussin and McGregor to our school. With their teacher, they completed a “rough shoot,” setting up lights, cameras, sound, and filming the action. This experience prepared everyone for the final shoot. Parents gave their permission to film, and the ESL class eagerly brought their clean aprons for the final shoot. It was conducted independently by the secondary school students a month after the practice. The theme of the video shoot was an Italian experience, complete with live ethnic music and a parent’s pasta-eating demonstration. Four hours of recorded video went back with the students. After about 50 hours of editing and post-production with McGregor, Prussin, Scott, and me at the secondary school video studio, a seven-minute film had been created. “It was their first live shoot. They had to deal with a real client, which meant being responsible for delivering a final product,” says Scott. In completing the full gamut, from pre-production to final product, the students met curricular goals, and for their efforts, they both earned bonus credits. As they were applying the final sound track on the computerized video editing monitor, Prussin and McGregor echoed, “It’s been a good experience.” On viewing the final product, the ESL class concurred. Verena Foxx is an ESL support teacher, David Livingstone Elementary School, Vancouver, and a member of the Teacher Newsmagazine Advisory Board. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9692&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 19, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 2006 Student leadership by Deepinder Grewel Focus Group is a student-led initiative whose main purpose is to teach students to be valuable, contributing members of both the school and the outside community. By participating in Focus Group, students gain a variety of leadership and positive interpersonal skills, such as public speaking, teamwork, event planning, and organizational skills. Students participate in facilitating focus groups with their peers to get input about issues that are important to the school population, and then work on finding solutions and implementing them within the school. As well, through Focus Group, students are given opportunities to take part in workshops and conferences outside of the school, which concentrate on making students more socially conscious. Only two months into the school year, and students at North Delta Secondary School already show signs of becoming great leaders. Opening Day–the first day of the school year at North Delta Secondary School, was largely organized by the Focus Groups students. To give the school year a great start, they organized and ran a welcoming assembly for all students, as well as a barbecue. Also, in September, Focus Group students were given the opportunity to attend the honoured Dalai Lama’s dialogue on Nurturing Compassion, which was attended by students from all across British Columbia. Focus Group students got a chance to attend the BCTF’s Public Education Conference; this year’s theme was "Rethinking Accountability." The keynote address was given by Dr. Paul Shaker, the current dean of education at Simon Fraser University. It was aimed at offering recommendations to questions posed by the BCTF such as how we can better focus on teaching and learning and how we can work together for our public schools, with a specific emphasis on redefining accountability in our school system. Following the keynote address, Focus Group students were given the opportunity to show their skills by facilitating focus groups with the adults attending. They conducted a round-table group asking each adult to answer two questions related to the keynote address. These questions exposed the participants to each other’s opinions, ideas, and different interpretations of the keynote address. The facilitations were a valuable part of the learning process for all the adults, and gave everyone an opportunity to express their opinions. Focus Group continues to grow with the addition of many new facilitators this year who are eager to get involved and make a difference in their schools and their community. Deepinder Grewel is a focus group member and a student at North Delta Secondary School, Delta.)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141006,www.facebook.com,https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=,)
(20141007,www.huffingtonpost.com,http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/03/10/olivia-munn-sxsw-letter_n_1336986.html,Olivia Munn's Funny Letter To Fans About Those Alleged Nude Photos View mobile site October 7, 2014 Huffpost Celebrity Edition: U.S. Show/Hide Brasil BR Canada CA Deutschland DE España ES France FR Italia IT 日本 (Japan) JP 한국 (Korea) KR Maghreb MG United Kingdom UK United States US Follow Newsletters Get CelebrityNewsletters Email address Enter Email Address Huffington Post Search Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search iOS app Android app More Log in Create Account Notifications 0 $USERNAME Profile Settings Logout FRONT PAGE Entertainment Kris Jenner Opens Up About The Late Robert Kardashian 6 Blake Lively Is Pregnant! 30 Mariah Carey Proves She's Not Lip-Synching 42 Is This Where George Clooney And Amal Alamuddin Honeymooned? 7 Pregnant Kelly Rowland Poses Topless In Black And White Photo Shoot 2 Go to Entertainment More in Entertainment Celebrity TV You Might Also Like Comedy Arts Books Food Style Weird News Moviefone TV Well, We Didn't See This Doctor Who Monster Coming 23 Go to TV More in TV TV Replay TV Recaps TV Spoilers Maureen Ryan You Might Also Like Celebrity Media Comedy Arts Books Media New York Times Editorial Board Backs Marijuana Initiatives 56 This Is Why Live TV Weather Reports Are Still The Best 0 Former CNN Employee Alleges Race And Age Discrimination In Wrongful Termination Suit 0 Politico Sees Big Money In Expanding Its Labor Coverage 0 Iran Frees Journalist On Bail 1 Go to Media More in Media Eat The Press Calderone: The Backstory You Might Also Like Entertainment TV Comedy Arts Books Religion Moviefone Comedy will.i.am Turns Jimmy Fallon's 'Ew!' Into Solid Gold 30 32 Hilarious Haunted House Reactions Caught On Camera 18 Yep, The Police Can LEGALLY Do That 146 And Here's Why Cats Make Absolutely No Sense 12 Seinfeld Uses Ad Award Speech To Mercilessly Mock Advertising Execs 41 Go to Comedy More in Comedy Funny Videos Comedy Club Political Humor Original Video Crossing The Line You Might Also Like Entertainment TV Weird News College Arts Style Kylie Jenner Has A New Hair Line, All By Herself 0 The Easy Fall Haircut That Works For Everyone 0 8 Things Your Friends Really Need To Chill About 17 10 Totally Terrifying Halloween Nail Art Ideas 0 Amp Up Your Knuckle Rings With French Fries And Sushi 8 Go to Style More in Style The Beauty Page Fashion Trends Celebrity Style You Might Also Like Home Women Parents Weddings Travel Divorce Post 50 Crime Chef Dismembers, Cooks Girlfriend Before Killing Himself, Police Say 39 State Trooper Pulled Over Woman To Proselytize: Lawsuit 0 Woman Spits Out Poison-Laced Tea In Restaurant Surveillance Video 22 Alleged Madeleine McCann Troll Found Dead 3 Manslaughter Charge Dropped For Cop Who Fatally Shot 7-Year-Old 137 Go to Crime More in Crime James Holmes Dumb Crime Missing People Mug Shots Death Penalty You Might Also Like Weird News Impact WorldPost Celebrity Good News Weird News The Evil Truth About Your Cat 153 Cops Mistake Okra For Marijuana, Send The Big Guns To Man's House 521 This Woman's Polyphonic Overtone Singing Sounds Alien 174 Mom Burglarizes Cars At School, Claims She's Looking For ISIS: Police 316 WATCH: Black Bear Cub Enjoys Family's Backyard Pool 1 Go to Weird News More in Weird News Dumb Crime UFO World Records Anatomical Wonders Zombie Apocalypse Octomom You Might Also Like Comedy Tech Science Crime Taste If Japan Is Eating Fried Maple Leaves, Why Aren't We? 10 The World's 18 Best Food Cities, Ranked 14 The Official Cronut Recipe From Dominique Ansel IS HERE 10 Call Off The Search, The Cutest Donuts In The World Have Been Found 0 8 Things You Never Knew About Ron Popeil, The Greatest Inventor Of All Time 6 Go to Taste More in Taste Recipes Baking Entertaining Healthy Eating Taste Tests Thanksgiving You Might Also Like Food Healthy Living Travel OWN Arts The Glamorous History Of Pin-Up Like You've Never Seen It Before 3 1 Here Are A Bunch Of F*cking Delightful Artsy Cat Photos. You're Welcome. 3 This Is What It Really Looks Like To Be A Modern Day Nun 8 New Animation-Inspired Art Show Will Make You Yearn For Saturday Morning Cartoons 0 Go to Arts More in Arts Painting Film Design Photography Theater Architecture You Might Also Like Books NY Los Angeles Books Print Books Are Still Outselling Ebooks, Despite Dire Expectations 37 The Surprising Reason Why Reading REALLY Matters 3 Kurt Vonnegut's Advice For High Schoolers Is Advice For Us All 0 Go to Books More in Books Book Club Libraries In Crisis You Might Also Like Arts Food Education Media Recipes Black Voices Latino Voices Religion HuffPost Live Next Ferguson & The Threat Of State Violence Next SCOTUS To Rule On Prisoner's Beard Tomorrow 'Felony' Star Jai Courtney LIVE Tomorrow Author & Therapist Linda Carroll LIVE Tomorrow Macy Gray LIVE Go to Huffpost Live All Sections News Politics WorldPost Business Small Business Money Media Sports Education Crime Weird News Good News Entertainment Entertainment Celebrity Comedy Arts & Culture Books TV Life & Style Healthy Living GPS for the Soul Style Home Taste Weddings Travel Parents Divorce Huff/Post 50 Marlo Thomas OWN Dr. Phil Tech & Science Tech Science Green Code Voices Women Black Voices Latino Voices Voces (en español) Gay Voices Religion College Teen Impact Local Chicago DC Denver Detroit Hawaii Los Angeles Miami New York San Francisco Our Mobile Apps: iOS Android HuffPost Live (iOS) GPS For The Soul (iOS) GPS For The Soul (Android) Entertainment Celebrity Celebrity Skin Kristen Stewart Amanda Bynes Rihanna The Kardashians Katie Holmes Grammy Awards 2014 Moviefone Jennifer Lawrence Breaks Her Silence On Nude Photo Hack 2014-10-07 10:21:34 Ryan Phillippe Relives A Special Moment He Shared With Reese Witherspoon 2014-10-06 18:05:29 Jennifer Garner & Ben Affleck Were Adorable Before They Even Dated 2014-10-06 14:47:17 Mariah Carey Proves She's Not Lip-Synching 2014-10-06 02:06:43 Blake Lively Is Pregnant! 2014-10-06 08:15:02 Sasha Grey Is Not A Feminist 2014-10-06 16:50:35 Beyonce Shares Makeup-Free Selfie 2014-10-04 08:58:43 Lea Michele Wows At 'American Horror Story' Premiere 2014-10-06 11:07:24 Katherine Heigl's Crew Strips Down For Her Sex Scene 2014-10-03 09:50:27 Previous Story Next Story Olivia Munn's Funny Letter To Fans About Those Alleged Nude Photos Posted: 03/10/2012 5:55 pm EST Updated: 03/13/2012 8:51 am EDT Share Tweet Email Comment tumblr stumble reddit Olivia Munn responds to fake nude photos Olivia Munn has had quite the week, and she was MIA at the SXSW screening of her upcoming movie, "The Babymakers." But she was legitimately busy working on her new HBO series, Aaron Sorkin's "The Newsroom," -- not avoiding facing the music about her recent Internet scandal as some might think. Proof: She had the movie's director, Jay Chandrasekhar, read a letter out loud in her absence, while showing her own photo response to those alleged hacked cell phone pictures that surfaced earlier this week. Her letter to fans adorably humble bragged about all the good deeds she was doing while not sending lewd texts, ending with a note about the pictures obvious fake nature because of certain absent physical traits. Here's her letter to fans: March 9, 2012 Dear Everyone at "The Babymakers" SXSW screening: I'm sorry I couldn't be there with you all. I'm currently in Sierra Leone helping build wells for the thirsty. I thought I'd have time to stop through Austin on my way here, but I was detoured when I saw two beached seals on the Gulf near South Padre and used all of my strength, sweat and tears to pull them back into the water and save their lives. (NOTE to JAY- Hold for applause and gasps. About 2 solid minutes...) So, I come to you only in this letter, by way of my director of "The Babymakers" Jay Chandra-shay... shay- Jay Chandra-something. It’s hard for me to sit here with these small, dysentery-ridden children and know that I cannot be there, with all of you wonderful friends and supporters, for my SXSW Hollywood movie premiere. I must end this letter short, as I'm on my way to Seoul, Korea to speak with the starving children who have been denied food by their country and educate them on a motto that I have personally lived by and think will give them some hope: Thinner is Better. I pray this letter finds you well and God keeps you safe. Oh, and one last thing- Some of those pictures weren't even me. I mean, you can't even see my penis… and it's pretty big for an Asian. Sheesh. Til next we meet again... Sincerely, Your Cable Television Darling (from the upcoming HBO Aaron Sorkin series, "The Newsroom"), Olivia Munn And here's the photo she mocked up to accompany that letter: all-related-on-huffpost More: Video The Babymakers Olivia Munn Celebrity Skin Celebrity SXSW Celebrity News Maggie Furlong Suggest a correction Around the Web Olivia Munn Denies Nude Pictures From Recent Hacking Are Of Her ... Olivia Munn Nude Photos Leak -- Nude Photo Is NOT Me!!! | TMZ.com Olivia Munn | Maxim Olivia Munn Sounds Off on Those Allegedly Hacked Photos of Her   Click here to view Conversations Conversations Suggested For You FOLLOW HUFFPOST Email Email Address Options The Morning Email Entertainment Get top stories and blog posts emailed to me each day.. Facebook HuffPost Entertainment Twitter HuffPost Follow Entertainment Follow Google Plus HuffPost Entertainment RSS Most Popular on HuffPost Latest News Entertainment All RSS / Feeds Phone Available on the App Store Android App on Google Play Get it at Blackberry App World Amber Rose Opens Up About Heartbreak After Wiz Khalifa Miley Cyrus' Homeless VMA Date is Now Behind Bars Amanda Bynes Makes Fan Delete Photo of Her While Attending Event in New York City Celebuzz Featured Stories » Crowd Ignite » Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search Advertise Log In Make HuffPost your Home Page RSS Careers FAQ User Agreement Privacy Comment Policy About Us About Our Ads Contact Us Copyright ©2014 TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. "The Huffington Post" is a registered trademark of TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. All rights reserved. Part of HuffPost Celebrity on Moviefone Use this form to alert a HuffPost editor about a factual or typographical error in this story. Notify message * Required * * * What kind of error is this? Choose an option Factual or typographical Comment moderation problem Rights and permissions Other * What is the correction? 0 count Describe the error here (1,000 character limit) * Type the words below so we know you are not a cyborg Sign me up for The Morning Email Thank you!)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=14142&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > April 1997 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 9, Number 6, April 1997 Part II The Darkening Mirror: fighting the effects of TV violence on our children by Gavin Hainsworth Millennium, the latest runaway hit show by X-Files creator Chris Carter, has been called the most violent series on television. It is also a powerful analogy for all those fighting the negative effects of media violence on the security of the home, the family, and the innocence of childhood. Its protagonist, Frank Black, receives vicious psychic images of murder and its aftermath, and works to solve these crimes in a world filmed in darkness and shadow. Yet his home is a place of Kodachrome warmth; his marriage is honest and loving; his daughter is open to the wonders of life. Black must work to keep his polar worlds from colliding, and to do so, he must keep his daughter away from the TV news, and the computer modem in his basement office. The first article of this series examined research on the effects of TV violence on children cited in a comprehensive report by Dr. Wendy Josephson (1995) for Canada's Heritage Ministry. I shared Josephson's recommendations for parents wishing to fight the negative effects on their children. She concludes that parents should not be viewed as negligent if they are unable to monitor their children's viewing, and that it is not their sole responsibility to protect their children. What else can be done to prevent TV violence, like a darkening mirror, from dimming the lightness of childhood hope and reflecting back society's bleak shadows? "If you discovered someone was hiding razor blades in kids' apples, you wouldn't simply educate kids about the danger of the blades and encourage them to avoid the sharp edges," stated Shari Graydon, president of Media Watch. "You'd probably also cut off the supply of razors, and make sure that people evil enough to perpetrate such a crime paid for the damage done." (The Vancouver Sun, October 18, 1995). This outlook has created two camps with the same goal: The first camp seeks to shape public policy; the second, private behaviour. Their goal is to make the broadcasters change! Policy shifters see the TV violence as lack of regulation on an irresponsible industry. Grab them by their chequebooks, and the hearts and minds will follow. This approach has spawned a wide range of "media advocacy" groups and inspired a fair number of politicians. The Coalition for Responsible Television (CRTV), endorsed by the Canadian Teachers' Federation, says that "working with the CRTC and broadcasters has not proven to be even remotely productive" (Patricia Herdman, co-president) and that "television has never been so sombre, so frightening, so dis-serving...it's time for people to place the blame where it belongs!" (Jacques Brodeur, co-president). This organization proposes a boycott of two new shows: Poltergeist: The Legacy and Millennium. Techno-change advocates favour giving the viewer the mechanisms to control choice. The latest version of this approach is the V-chip and the new ratings systems. The V-chip would allow parents to set their TVs to block out incoming violent content on a six-point scale from total blocking to none at all. Another V-chip proposal is to rate by age of viewer; another, to rate by a grid that outlines three categories (language, violence, and sex). How will all those chips get into all those TVs? How will a generation that has to ask its youth how to program the VCR be able to prevent these youth from circumventing this blockade? One youth has already figured out an anti-chip that uses the V to block out any show not having violence. Attempts to implement a voluntary movie style rating system in the U.S. has had mixed results. These are the TV-Gs and TV-Ms viewers in Canada have seen in the left on their screens for several months. A $3.3 million study financed by the National Cable Television Association found that 61% of all shows in the 1995-96 TV season contained violent scenes, compared with 58% during the previous season (The Vancouver Sun, March 27, 1997). According to the researchers, ratings systems have a "forbidden fruit effect, enticing children to watch the same violent programs their parents are trying to shield them from." (Ibid) Media education--The only real solution? The need to do something is real. The average Canadian child spends 18.8 hours per week watching TV (not including videos, video games, or computers)--nearly as much time as he/she spends in school! Neil Postman has called TV "the first curriculum" because its messages supersede and drown out those of teachers and parents. Media education helps students think critically about the amount and content of the media they select, and it empowers them as viewers. The goal is to create ongoing critical responses within the student, asking questions like, How is this designed to affect me? What has been left out? What is the producer trying to get me to do? The following list is a place to begin. Elementary-school-aged children At the critical ages of eight and nine years, children who fail to make a connection to a significant adult and are not taught empathy can develop lifelong patterns of violence as a personal solution. Teachers work to create a school environment that is safe and welcoming, and where solutions to problems come from non-violent means. Violent toys and shows should be discouraged and discussed. Parents must be brought on board here to regulate their child's media consumption. Older elementary students can tell the difference between ads and content, and with the teacher, they could complete a log of their daily media consumption (TV, video, video games, CD-Roms, etc.) and discuss findings in class: Why did they make their choices? What could they have done instead? How were problems solved, and people portrayed? Children at this age are capable of sophisticated media education projects, as exemplified by Louise MacMaster's Grade 7 class at David Brankin Elementary School, in Surrey. Last year, they researched where their favourite Nike products were made, and wrote a series of letters to basketball pitchman Michael Jordan and The Vancouver Sun. This year, they are writing to the president of Disney Corp via the Net to complain about the company's treatment of its workers in Haiti. Secondary-school-aged children At the secondary level, a full program of media education could be implemented. It is already mandated in Ontario, and in B.C. it has been quietly introduced as appendices in all the new IRPs. Media-education activities can be used within the full range of core and elective programs. Giving the students the skills to produce their own media also gives them the ability to abandon their passive acceptance of trend-driven fashion consumerism. Get them to write a viewer's guide for "younger children" on how they can be manipulated by the media. Gavin Hainsworth teaches at North Surrey Secondary School, is a member of the Teacher Advisory Board, and is vice-president of the Canadian Association for Media Education. References available on request.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=21779,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 23, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 2010   Classified advertising  Travel/Vacation FRANCE. Ultimate vacations, privately owned, beautiful furn. 1 bdrm. central Paris. Wkly/mthly. 604-738-1876, 604-879-4936, irene.roland@gmail.com, www.ultimateparis.com  MAUI Privately owned, beautiful fully furn. 2 bdrm, 2 bath condo, across from Kamaole Beaches. Great complex, Great location. 250-598-6955. HORNBY ISLAND vacation accommodations, discoverhornby.ca  TOFINO. Owned by a Salt Spring teacher’s family, this cozy condo is on the harbor in Tofino, at Elk Landing, across from The Shelter Restaurant, walking distance to town. To view, go to www.tofino beach homes, go to select your property, go to Eagles Nest. Call 250-725-2570. WHISTLER Condo. Sleeps 4, views, close to village, 604-943-9423, preddyplace@telus.net. BLACKCOMB Luxury 2 bdrm/loft, 3 bath, sleeps 8, ski-in/ski-out, 604-940-0156. BUCERIAS, MEXICO Waterfront condo, 2 bdrm, 2 bath, fully equipped, deck overlooking Bay of Banderas, weekly and monthly rentals. www.condoplayalinda.com, contact gwwood-linda@hotmail.com  GULF ISLANDS Deluxe waterfront cottage, 1 bd./sleeps 4, winter and summer rates, call Alma 250-629-3008, www.ainsliepointcottage.com  SOUTH OF FRANCE villa in lively, lovely market town of Limoux. 4 bdrms. Sleeps 8. 2 bathrooms. All mod cons. Near lake and river swimming and historic Carcassonne. Great rates. Deep discounts for long-term, off-season. www.southoffrancerental.com  PUERTO VALLARTA Bright, clean, quiet, 1 bdrm, 2 blks from beach, downtown, $350/wk., monthly rates. 604-608-4268, dbemc@hotmail.com  WHISTLER 1 bdrm. condo (Whistler Creekside) sleeps 4, hot tub, swimming pool, sauna, kitchen fully equipped, underground parking, close to lifts & stores. Call Jan or John 604-530-0958 or e-mail jpmeagh@shaw.ca  FRANCE BURGUNDY Weekly vacation rentals. Centre of medieval town. Fully equipped studio, 1 and 2 bdrm. apartments. Owned by former BC couple. www.la-charite-sur-loire.com  WHISTLER townhouse, sleeps 6, fully equip. 604-925-7669. VANCOUVER ISLAND oceanfront condo. New luxury 2 bdrm. Panoramic view, steps to the ocean, jacuzzi, pool, 604-274-2396, www.yellowpointretreat.com  SAN PANCHO, MEXICO. Just 40 miles north of Puerto Vallarta, luxury oceanview 2 or 3 bdrm. house, in quaint Mexican village. 40’ heated pool, across the street from 1 mile sandy beach. Weblink: www.casadesuenosmagicos.com  QUADRA ISLAND private cabin for 2. Panoramic ocean, mountain view, soaker tub, www.lunavista.ca   SALT SPRING ISLAND 3 bdrm. waterfront home for rent. $1,200 month/week. Contact Lyn, ljmackey@telus.net   WATERFRONT CONDO Birch Bay, WA. 2 bdrm., 2 bath., available for day, week, or weekend rentals. Complex has indoor pool, hot tub, games room. $100/night. Further info contact Teresa, tvfierro@telus.net or 604-831-4080. WATERFRONT P.E.I. Beautiful 3 bdrm. cottage for rent May through Oct., $1700/wk. July and Aug. or $850/wk. spring/fall. Contact: brucehaven@hotmail.com  BEACHFRONT condos for rent, Mazatlan, Mexico. New 2 or 3 bdrm. Fully equipped, www.whyte.viviti.com, 250-426-6699. WHISTLER CABIN–PINECREST 5 bdrm/ loft, totally renovated with 4 baths, sauna, woodstove, large decks, fully equipped kitchen. By tennis courts and private lake. Seasonal rates from $275/nt. 604-936-3346, e-mail: glush@shaw.ca  BUCERIAS, MEXICO Studio, 1- and 2-bdrm. suites with kitchens in luxury beachfront condo, close to Puerto Vallarta. Spring Break: March 12 to 26, 2011 (1 wk. booking possible); additional 2011 wks. may be available with 1 yr’s advance notice. $500/wk.-studio; $800/wk.-1 bdrm; $1200/wk.-2 bdrm. Contact: alaing@quesnelbc.com  GOLDEN, BC. 2 bdrm. apartment getaway in Rockies. Weekly or weekends. 25 min. to skiing. Visit Hawkes Hill at www.hawkeshill.wordpress.com for info. OCEANFRONT SUITE VICTORIA BC Weekly vacation rentals. Details at http://judyak.shawwebspace.ca. Contact judyak@shaw.ca or call 250-380-6682. COMOX VALLEY 1 bdrm. fully equipped suite. Beachfront, close to skiing in the beautiful Comox Valley. Bates Beach Resort available nightly, weekly, monthly. Call for prices & photos. rlmurphy@shaw.ca  RED MOUNTAIN. 3 bdrm, 2 bath lofted condo at base of hill. Sleeps 6-7. 250-687-1340 or tkuiper@sd20.bc.ca   COOK ISLANDS where time stands still. Muri Beach lagoon views or garden views self-contained studios. NZ 130 and NZ 110. judilucas@hotmail.com, 250-361-2003 KALEDEN. Older renovated 3 bdrm. mobile home, large view lot, N/S. $900/mo. 250-497-7147. COME TO SOUTHERN FRANCE: Paint and draw for pleasure or just bask by the pool with a glass of rosé, some olives and a good book. Join teacher and artist Fran Alley and her merry bunch of artists at le Vieux Couvent, July 10-22 and “Create a memory.” Details: falley@telus.net. Also see www.vacancesenvie.com  WAILEA, MAUI. 2 bdrm. condo, beautifully renovated and spacious. Available to teachers at a discounted rate. Pay in Canadian funds! Air conditioned, free long distance, free WiFi, flat screens, new furnishings, private lanai, washer & dryer, onsite property manager, beach gear. Email waileavacationrentals@shaw.ca. QUADRA ISLAND Guest cottage with panoramic ocean view. Book early for a reduced 2011 summer rate. Oceanrest229@gmail.com for colour e-brochure. Pet friendly. HAWAII. Private Maui Schooner Resort in Kihei, Spring Break 2011–Sat. Mar. 19 to Sat. Apr 2. Two bdrm./2 bath (sleeps 6) $1,350/wk. or 1 bdrm. condo/1 bath (sleeps 4) $1,150/wk. Contact 604-535-9315. SECHELT GETAWAY! Private, fully equipped suite, sleeps 2-4. Scuba/kayaker’s haven! 604-219-4586, saradave@dccnet.com  Miscellaneous RETIREMENT SEEM IMPOSSIBLE? Not if you start a Mini-Office outlet NOW! Computer a must. www.smartjobbiz.com  SCHOOL TATTOOS. 1,000 tattoos with your school’s logo $149, Visit www.schooltattoos.ca, E-mail info@schooltattoos.ca or call 613-567-2636. OUTBACK KIDS FIELD TRIP “Survivor” team building, lunch, kids rafting… all in one great day! “The highlight of the year!” Glenayre Elementary. “The best field trip ever!” Scott Creek Middle School. www.CanadianOutback.com/outbackkids, info@canadianoutback.com, 1-800-565-8735. MASSAGE IN SCHOOLS program instructor training Jan. 29 and 30, 2011, Vancouver, BC. For more info, visit www.jennjohnsonrmt.com/classes-and-workshops or call 250-374-6178. DON’T GET BOGGED DOWN! Book a field trip to Burns Bog. Discover the wonders of this globally unique ecosystem. Ask about our teacher’s guides. 604-572-0373 or www.burnsbog.org. RETIRING SOON? Join the BC Retired Teachers’ Association to: keep informed, stay connected, remain involved. For more information, go to www.bcrta.ca or call 604-871-2260, 1-877-683-2243. INTERNS WANTED: The American International School of Conakry, in Guinea, West Africa, needs teacher-interns to work with a group of high school students. Round trip airfare from city of residence, room & board & medical insurance during the 6 months of internship : Jan. to June 2011. For more information, contact Raymond Lemoine: iscdirector@biasy.net   Rent/Exchange VANCOUVER Clean, bright, quiet, centrally located condos at Robson & Bute. 1 bdrm. $95. Daily/wkly/ mthly rates. 604-608-4268, dbemc@hotmail.com  VANCOUVER heritage home, Commercial Dr., 2 bdrm., fully furnished, Jan.–Aug. $2100/mo. patgill@telus.net   TEACHING EXCHANGE. Consider an exchange to another country and receive your regular salary and benefits! Hundreds of BC teachers have done it, why not you? Contact BC Exchange Teachers’ Assoc. teather_t@sd36.bc.ca or go to www.ceef.ca for more information.  Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11182&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2002 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 14, Number 4, Jan./Feb. 2002 IWA message of solidarity My name is Doug Routley, IWA plant chairperson. Many of you know me. In fact, some of you taught me and probably know me too well. I represent the custodians, bus drivers, grounds people, and trades people working here in School District 79 (Cowichan Valley). I was asked to come here today, on behalf of my membership, to deliver a message of solidarity and support. That is easy. We support you. As the past has proven, we will be there to support your action in whatever way we can. IWA support workers have and always will support you. We, too, are entering negotiations, and we, too, are struggling to improve our schools. We share more than contractual dilemmas. We share an employer, a government, that has abandoned its responsibility to be a beacon of fairness in labour relations. Shedding their role as leaders, they have hired professional antilabour specialists. They are hired for one purpose. Not to arrive at a healthy agreement, for they have no need to live with the outcome. These hired thugs are charged with delivering a carcass, the carcass of your profession, and indeed, the carcass of free and equally accessible public education. Now, faced with a looming teacher shortage and the expensive realities of their own supply-and-demand philosophy, they are attempting to hobble your association through essential-service designation. They want to dodge the axe of demand and turn back the clock. This cannot be allowed to stand! Many teachers, admirably, would prefer to close the door and teach—to prevent the distraction of politics and labour from fogging their immediate commitment to excellence. That is a part of your strength, until we reach a point where the assault on your profession becomes so great that the future of these kids, along with that of teachers, is placed firmly in the crosshairs of the privateers who now run this province—free-market privatization pirates who are attempting to sink this vessel of opportunity to all those who lack favour! Reject them! Reject their dictates! Use your strike vote, as empty as they attempt to make it, as a protest—a protest against their thuggery and a defense of a wounded public system! Let’s defend the future of your profession in British Columbia! They say that if you must pick enemies, at least pick lazy ones. Our provincial government missed that point when they chose to take on nurses and teachers. As IWA chairperson, as husband, brother, son, son-in-law, and grandson of teachers, as father of two fantastic students of fantastic teachers, I implore you to give your executive a mandate to bargain! I beg you to defend an honourable and noble profession! I ask you, more humbly, to protect the futures of my two beautiful daughters and the futures of all the children of British Columbia. Source: Doug Routley, IWA plant chairperson spoke at a meeting of the CDTA, September 2001.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141007,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/bcedplan/status/385541358125326336?screen_name=bcedplan&id=385541358125326336,BC's Education Plan on Twitter: "@Neilstephenson sharing all of this w/ folks here for more discussion, poss next steps, roles, etc. This is complex." Twitter Search query Search Twitter Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Language: English Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Have an account? Sign in New to Twitter? Join Today » Sign In Phone, email or username Password Sign in Remember me Forgot password? Already using Twitter via text message? Neil Stephenson ‏ @Neilstephenson 2 Oct 2013 @jhengstler @gferrie @bcedplan @tech4ed88 @glenhansman @bryanhughes I have no problem with protection and safety. It's a must. Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Gregg Ferrie ‏ @gferrie 2 Oct 2013 @Neilstephenson @jhengstler @bcedplan @tech4ed88 @glenhansman @bryanhughes to clarify I very much agree as well - we need to ensure safety Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Bryan Hughes ‏ @bryanhughes 2 Oct 2013 @gferrie @Neilstephenson @jhengstler @bcedplan @tech4ed88 @glenhansman Seems it can be done though… understand Office 365 has green light. Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Neil Stephenson ‏ @Neilstephenson 2 Oct 2013 @bryanhughes @gferrie @jhengstler @tech4ed88 @glenhansman that's what I've heard too (about 365) can someone at @bcedplan clarify? Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet BC's Education Plan ‏ @bcedplan 2 Oct 2013 @Neilstephenson @bryanhughes @gferrie @jhengstler @tech4ed88 @glenhansman check w/ your IT security folks to see if they've approved Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Neil Stephenson ‏ @Neilstephenson 2 Oct 2013 @bcedplan @bryanhughes @gferrie @jhengstler @tech4ed88 @glenhansman can we do the same for GApps? Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet BC's Education Plan ‏ @bcedplan 2 Oct 2013 @Neilstephenson that depends if your district has done a formal PIA for it and it's been signed off Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Neil Stephenson ‏ @Neilstephenson 2 Oct 2013 @bcedplan would the minstry help with the PIA like they did for M365? I know a few of us are interested. Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet BC's Education Plan ‏ @bcedplan 2 Oct 2013 @Neilstephenson MS365 approach could be something to replicate for other tools, by sm districts-based team acting on behalf of all Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Neil Stephenson ‏ @Neilstephenson 2 Oct 2013 @bcedplan how do we start? Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Follow Following Unfollow Blocked Unblock Pending Cancel BC's Education Plan ‏ @bcedplan 2 Oct 2013 @Neilstephenson sharing all of this w/ folks here for more discussion, poss next steps, roles, etc. This is complex. Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet 4:06 PM - 2 Oct 2013 Neil Stephenson ‏ @Neilstephenson 2 Oct 2013 @bcedplan i know it is complex. And I want to do it right so we can use these tools safely and effectively. Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet BC's Education Plan ‏ @bcedplan 2 Oct 2013 @Neilstephenson and we want to help but need to figure out what that might look like. Districts hold accountability so need to work as one Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Bryan Hughes ‏ @bryanhughes 2 Oct 2013 @bcedplan @Neilstephenson Moving this forward is imperative. The chilling effect of not having something in place is stifling innovation. Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Neil Stephenson ‏ @Neilstephenson 2 Oct 2013 @bryanhughes @bcedplan and getting the tools out into the open would allow us to move beyond the 'rogue' innovators to make use widespread. Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet BC's Education Plan ‏ @bcedplan 2 Oct 2013 @Neilstephenson how we can help districts collectively use MS365 PIA as a model for future tools + initiatives is what we've been discussing Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Neil Stephenson ‏ @Neilstephenson 2 Oct 2013 @bcedplan its great the conversation and process has started with ms365. Let's keep going. Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet BC's Education Plan ‏ @bcedplan 2 Oct 2013 @bryanhughes keep pushing - this needs to be something that we work through together but in the end it's districts that will own this Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet BC's Education Plan ‏ @bcedplan 2 Oct 2013 @Neilstephenson one suggestion today was to bring up at ERAC fall conference. Going? Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Neil Stephenson ‏ @Neilstephenson 2 Oct 2013 @bcedplan i was already talking with @gferrie about a shared PIA on Gdocs this morning. They've gone through it already once. Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Don’t miss any updates from BC's Education Plan © 2014 Twitter About Help Ads info Close Flag this media This has already been marked as containing sensitive content. Flag this as containing potentially illegal content. Submit Cancel Learn more about flagging media Dismiss Close Previous Next Close Go to a person's profile Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Close Retweet this to your followers? Cancel Retweet Close Are you sure you want to delete this Tweet? Cancel Delete Close Block Cancel Block Add a location to your Tweets When you tweet with a location, Twitter stores that location. You can switch location on/off before each Tweet and always have the option to delete your location history. Learn more Turn location on Not now Turn off location Close Profile summary Close Your lists Close Create a new list List name Description Under 100 characters, optional Privacy Public · Anyone can follow this list Private · Only you can access this list Save list Close Close Embed this Tweet Add this Tweet to your website by copying the code below. Learn more Hmm, there was a problem reaching the server. Try again? Include parent Tweet Include media Preview Close Sign up for Twitter Not on Twitter? Sign up, tune into the things you care about, and get updates as they happen. Have an account? Sign in » Close Two-way (sending and receiving) short codes: Country Code For customers of United States 40404 (any) Canada 21212 (any) United Kingdom 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM Haiti 40404 Digicel, Voila Ireland 51210 Vodafone, O2 India 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Indonesia 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » See SMS short codes for other countries Close Confirmation)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=16834,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2008 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 2, October 2008  SFU establishes new graduate program for English teachers By May Yao The Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences at Simon Fraser University is offering a new Master of Arts for Teachers of English (MATE) at SFU’s stunning new Surrey Campus. The MATE Program, now in its second year, is designed to provide English teachers in the elementary, secondary, or college system with an opportunity to pursue advanced studies in English literature. As the only graduate program in Canada specifically for English teachers, MATE offers an innovative and accessible graduate degree program. “After consulting with a number of teachers who had struggled to complete our regular MA program, we thought what was needed was a special stream of our program that had teachers’ needs and schedules in mind,” says Dr. Tom Grieve, chair of SFU’s English Department. ”We developed introductory courses to get students up to speed with current approaches to literary study and with new research methods and core graduate courses in Shakespeare and 20th Century literature. The other graduate courses offer the same rewards and challenges as those in our regular program.” MATE offers a cohort structure, enrolling a select group of 12 to15 students a year. Classes are kept small to encourage active community building among students and between students and faculty. Courses are scheduled in the summer and in the evening, with online course components to supplement face-to-face instruction. Graduates will receive a significant increase to their base salary and can continue on to doctoral studies. Thus far MATE has attracted applicants from a wide range of Lower Mainland school districts and colleges, from White Rock and North Vancouver to Chilliwack. “The coursework is stimulating and challenging, and the structure of the cohort has generated a supportive and encouraging learning environment,” notes Deborah Stellingwerf, a current student. A secondary school teacher at Pacific Academy for the last six years, Stellingwerf has a Bachelor of Arts in English Literature (honours) from SFU. Adds Stellingwerf: “One of the things I appreciate the most is the willingness of the professors to accommodate the needs of working teachers when scheduling the classes and assignments.” Like Stellingwerf, other graduate students have chosen SFU's Masters of Arts for Teachers of English because of its intellectual engagement and breadth of scholarship. They were also attracted by the program's potential to cultivate their interpretative, critical, and scholarly skills as well as to develop professional competency in literary analysis and in writing. “After over 20 years of teaching, I have found the opportunity to re-invent myself as an English student to be stimulating, challenging, and exciting. The MATE Program has offered me a structure in which to read literature and to explore, discuss, and write about ideas,” says Maureen Butler, a local college teacher. “What I appreciate the most with MATE students,” says Dr. Clint Burnham, now in his second year with the program, “is how they combine a willingness to learn new approaches to literature with a solid base of experience in the classroom. Theory meets practice, and the seminars are both thought-provoking and unpredictable.” During the two-year program, students will take professional development seminars and six graduate courses covering a broad spectrum of traditional and new areas of English studies. A graduating essay completes degree requirements. For more information visit the MATE website: http://students.surrey.sfu.ca/arts/mate – May Yao, myao@sfu.ca Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13144&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 1999 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 11, Number 5, March 1999 Public services in B.C. and Alberta: The cost of cutbacks Since 1994, all provinces have had to contend with massive cutbacks in transfer payments from the federal government for health, education, and welfare. Most provinces have reacted by making cuts in all three programs. A new Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives (CCPA) study comparing B.C. and Alberta finds that B.C., alone among the provinces, has chosen not to cut funding for health and education. B.C. has, however, made cuts to other programs, including social services. Alberta, which introduced dramatic spending cuts before the federal Liberals announced their plans to reduce transfer payments, continued to cut deeply into health, social services, education, and other areas until only last year—even while posting record budgetary surpluses. Among the CCPA study's findings:  Welfare in both B.C. and Alberta provides a level of income well below Statistics Canada's low-income cutoff, although the poverty gap in Alberta is greater. B.C. has seen a steady increase in health-care spending, and currently ranks first among the provinces with respect to public-health-care spending per capita. Alberta, in contrast, now ranks last among the provinces in per capita public-health expenditures. B.C. now spends $1,100 more per pupil on primary and secondary education than Alberta. Alberta has more pupils per teacher than B.C. in the K–12 system. Moreover, while the ratio is worsening in Alberta, the ratio has improved in B.C. In 1996–97, B.C. spent $373 per capita per year on post-secondary education, compared to $315 in Alberta and $328 in Canada as a whole. In 1997–98, average university tuition in B.C. was $2,308 per year. In Alberta, tuition fees have been rising dramatically (by 8% last year alone), and averaged $3,102 per year in 1997–98. Average tuition at B.C.'s colleges and institutes has been frozen at $1,390. In contrast, 1997–98 tuition at Alberta's colleges and institutes averaged $1,675, and has been rising at almost all colleges and institutes by between $200 and $300 a year. In B.C., gambling revenues per capita and as a share of total revenues have been flat. In contrast, per capita gambling revenues in Alberta have increased dramatically since 1991. Albertans now send approximately $150 more per capita to government coffers by way of lotteries and gambling than do British Columbians. What many people save in taxes in Alberta, they lose in reduced services and new out-of-pocket expenses. Ultimately, you get what you pay for. Alberta is under-investing in health, education, social services, and other public programs—all because of an economic strategy to maintain low taxes for the wealthy and corporations. As the table shows, average people may pay less tax in Alberta, but this "advantage" is often more than offset by reduced services and new private expenses. To obtain a copy of A Tale of Two Provinces, contact Shannon Daub at the CCPA–BC office: 815–207 West Hastings Street, Vancouver, BC V6B 1H7, (604) 801-5121, F: (604) 801-5122,   www.policyalternatives.ca  , ccpabc@intouch.bc.ca)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=34140&printPage=true,BCTF News Releases  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2014 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  June 25, 2014 Teachers’ strike will continue into summer school if fair settlement not reached by June 30 Given the lack of progress in negotiations, the BCTF Executive Committee has voted to extend the strike to summer school if a fair settlement that improves learning conditions for students is not reached by June 30, BCTF President Jim Iker said today. Teachers will set up picket lines at worksites where summer school is located. “Both parties, separated by only 1%, are well within reach of an agreement on wages,” said Iker. “The holdup is now a lack of commitment from government to adequately fund improvements to class size, class composition, and staffing levels for specialist teachers. “Christy Clark’s 2002 legislation, twice ruled unconstitutional, allowed this government to strip $275 million a year from BC’s education system. The result is 12 years of underfunding that has led BC to become the second worst province on per student funding. It’s time to start closing that gap so we can start a new school year in September with additional funding to properly support BC students.” In order to get a fair deal for teachers and better support for students, BC teachers are seeking a deal that is based on five key points: • a five-year term • a reasonable 8% salary increase plus signing bonus • no concessions • an annual workload fund that adequately addresses issues of class size, class composition, and staffing ratios as an interim measure while both parties await the next court ruling • a retroactive grievances fund, as a resolution to Justice Griffin’s BC Supreme Court decision that retroactively restored the stripped language from 2002. This fund would be used to address other working conditions like preparation time and TTOC compensation improvements, as well as modest improvements to health benefits. “I still believe that a fair deal is attainable, but getting there will require new movement from government on the critical issues of class size, class composition, and staffing levels for specialist teachers,” said Iker. “If the government does not come with new funding to reach a fair settlement by June 30, teachers are prepared to extend the strike into summer and picket out summer school. This was not a decision we made lightly, but we cannot allow government to continue to underfund BC’s education system. “Christy Clark and the employers’ bargaining team must come to mediation with open minds, some flexibility, and willingness to compromise. We’re pleased that exploratory talks between the BCTF and BCPSEA about the way forward and our call for mediation are scheduled for today.” Background information According to Ministry of Education data, summer school is offered in 26 of BC’s 60 school districts and about 10% of BC students enrol. This year’s estimate is for 53,600 students. The BCTF Executive Committee made the decision to extend the strike to summer school should a fair, negotiated deal not be reached by June 30, 2014 during a meeting on June 23. The government has applied to the Labour Relations Board to vary the essential services order. The BCTF will reply at an upcoming case management meeting. -  30  - For more information, contact Rich Overgaard, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell).)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2011/10/teachers-upset-with-bcpsea-allegations.html?showComment0751319777839122,Staffroom Confidential: Teachers upset with BCPSEA allegations and threats Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Thursday, October 27, 2011 Teachers upset with BCPSEA allegations and threats Teachers in Greater Victoria flooded the District email server today to tell Trustees the truth about teachers' working hours. They were upset at the suggestion by BCPSEA that teachers should be paying 15% of their salary back to Boards (via the union) because of our job action. Here are some excerpts from their letters: We'll, I've just spent my lunch hour running around like a 'chicken with it's head cut off' trying to prep. for my afternoon classes. This is a regular occurrence now that my prep. time is among the lowest in Canada and I have to do all my own photocopying and the other countless jobs in order to effectively present lessons for my students. Of course, marking and assessing my students' work usually has to wait until the evening when my daughter is asleep and I can have several hours to myself. I urge you to reconsider your position, speak out against this LRB application, and urge your local negotiating team to get back to the table and bargain in good faith. It is key that you have a clear understanding of the ongoing dedication of the work teachers are committed to inside and out of their classrooms....As far as reporting, as a special education teacher, I am currently writing 8-12 page IEP reports for each of my students, meeting with parents in 90 minute meetings and collaborating with staff on how best these students can be supported. Please pay attention and take positive action to support teachers, students and schools. It was with a great deal of sadness that I read about the total lack of respect exhibited by those that would seek to punish myself and my colleagues for attempting to follow a process that was, I assumed, a fundamental right. Like every teaching professional I have done my job in the classroom, which includes communicating with parents when they so desired, or when I was concerned about an individual student. After regular school hours, as the senior Drama teacher in the district, I put in countless hours in the presentation of productions, as do all other extra curricular teachers and coaches... What is wrong with this picture? I too work between 45 and 50 hours a week for little over four days a week pay. I have enough self respect to know I’m shamefully underpaid, but there are other considerations. No one yet has mentioned what this crushing need in our schools has done to our family members. Yesterday, I got a phone call from my husband. His mother is dying. He was scrambling to arrange a last minute flight back east so he could be there at the end. After school, instead of rushing home to make him a meal before rushing him out to the airport, I was in my classroom, talking with a boy who has escaped gang life. He wanted my advice on a budding romance between him and an older co-worker. He wanted to talk about his mother, who is dying. He needed to tell me about his father, who has cancer. His sister has special needs. I spent an hour with him, ignoring the huge stack of marking on my desk, the fact that at home I had a sick child, the fact that my husband had just learned he was about to lose his mother, and was present and patient with this kid, because this kid and every other kid in this province matter. This isn’t a game. It’s not some pathetic macho posturing on our part. Our job takes it out of our bones, and we do it because we care. Does anyone else? My husband ended up making supper. Again. This year has been a roller coaster, so far, to say the least. I was excited and enthusiastic to begin my classes and meet my new students, and this element of my job has not let me down in the slightest. I feel inspired and energized on a daily basis and sink my heart, soul and body into my students and their learning. I have corresponded with parents, sent home progress reports, worked with students before and after school as well as during my lunch hours. I am thrilled once again to be so involved with the young minds of our future and to be amongst fellow professionals. My colleagues and I continue to meet in our departments and on school based teams with the intention to provide the very best educational experiences for our students. On the flip side, is the absolutely devastating disrespect of our employer. We seem to be a throw away profession, attacked publicly, who do not garner even a modicum of positive support or respect from the Ministry of Education. It is heartbreaking that we invest 5 years of our lives and tens of thousands of dollars to become the very teachers who are so devalued in this province. On the heels of the countless hours of my own time that I spend marking, I am a senior level, secondary English teacher, and providing student support and activities, I learned yesterday that the government is seeking to reduce our pay by 15-20%. I was on my way to work at the time, and wanted nothing more than to turn around, go back home and issue my resignation...I am glad that I am not an easily defeated person, and arrived at work EARLY and in a positive mood to meet my students. I will NOT resign, but only strengthen my resolve to unite with my colleagues to make the changes desperately needed for our students of today and the future. I need you to support me and my colleagues. We are not doing less.... we are doing everything we are suppose to do and more. I started this email last night at 11pm when I was replying to student emails and communications to parents. I have made it very clear to all my parents and students that I am available to update, discuss and communicate any time that they want. I've told them I will call, evenings, weekends, what ever works for them. I have not shut down but rather freely open the doors to parental participation and support without hesitation. Perhaps this job action is the best possible situation for parental and teacher relations. I want to be that teacher parents know they can trust and rely on to help support their children. I work incredibly hard to make it so. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 4:47 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 8 comments: AnonymousOctober 27, 2011 at 8:39 PM Am I working 20% less? Let's see: I'm still at school by 7 (way before the admin). I'm still there after 5 each night (long after admin has gone). I'm still coming in on the weekend to prep and mark (with fellow teachers, no admin). I've emailed regular updates (once, twice, sometimes thrice a week) to my students' parents. Yet I read that teachers are supposedly neglecting parental communication? I have an email folder that I call "Job Security". It's jammed full of communications from parents thanking me for keeping them in the loop. It's there because I'm expecting some district data expert to question what I'm worth! George, please follow me for a day before you make ignorant claims.ReplyDelete Ian WenigerOctober 27, 2011 at 9:57 PM And don't get me started on a Teachers Council that ISN'T.ReplyDelete AnonymousOctober 28, 2011 at 7:07 AM 16%!? When the hell did that happen?ReplyDelete AnonymousOctober 28, 2011 at 8:05 PM I have worked full time and more since Sept - extra at home and weekends. However, because I am a teacher-librarian, my two schools couldn't find enough time to officially give me 1.0 fte. I therefore work the same hours as everyone else, but get .941 of full time pay. I used to do report cards (for 17 years). It took hours of extra time. Now I do hours of other jobs. Maybe MLAs should have their pay cut when they are not sitting in the legislature. That would make more sense.ReplyDelete AnonymousOctober 29, 2011 at 6:18 PM I worked as a teacher for over a decade in BC before recently moving to Alberta. I am disgusted and disheartened by this blantant union busting attempt. It is with complete ignorance about the teaching profession that someone would demand a paycut for job action by saying teachers are working less at this time. All of my teaching friends are following the same protocol we've followed for years - keeping parents well-informed about their children's progress via formal and informal meetings, phone calls, and newsletters or emails. Not once in my career did I ever have time to write my report cards at school during school hours. Like most teachers, all of my reports were done at home, long after the families, students, and government officials had called their day finished. My colleagues who are student support teachers or counsellors spend copious amounts of hours dealing with the school board issued broadband restrictions that limit accessibility to the BCECIS documentation process they are required to complete for each student on their caseload. Teachers take time out of every part of their day (and often their wallets as well) to make sure their students are successful, feeling loved, clothed and fed. We give up our time with our own families to coach, mentor, put on extra-curricular after hours activities such as concerts. We donate our time in support of parent-run fun events. We buy the cupcakes at school bake sales. Like myself, many teachers who move schools or communities stay in touch with their former students. I'm sure what this speaker MEANT to suggest was a 15% pay raise that reflects the actual out of classroom time and money spent by most teachers in preparation for, reporting of, and loving of their students. SHAME ON YOU.ReplyDelete AnonymousNovember 15, 2011 at 8:01 AM the damage inflicted upon us by the Liberals will not be repaired by the NDP. Jim Morrison: ....."this is the end" my friend.ReplyDelete AnonymousNovember 22, 2011 at 6:49 PM A former colleague in my district is now an MLA/cabinet minister and noted that his "new" job is a lot easier than teaching was. Interesting that his salary is now more than double that of the highest paid teachers in his former workplace.ReplyDelete AnonymousNovember 24, 2011 at 7:24 PM It disgusts me to think that people actually believe that rubbish. The amount of hours and time spent by teachers outside of the classroom is astounding. What angers me even more is that principals were once teachers too and they should know, and be able to pass on, how much time it takes to prepare lessons, mark, write report cards. They were in the same position as we are, yet their support diminishes during this time of negotiation. Our current government talks a lot of rhetoric when they say they value education and want to invest in our childrens' future. Quite frankly I don't see it. The only thing I see is that after each election the governing body decides it it is time to give themselves a raise. Maybe they should take a pay cut and put the money into the children's education instead.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ▼  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ▼  October (16) Abbott's plan: some thoughts... Teachers upset with BCPSEA allegations and threats... BCPSEA's hypocritical application to LRB over BC t... Occupy Education Builds Momentum The "transformation agenda" for BC education? - fo... Big brother and the Ministry of Education How to judge a School Board candidate - by their r... Solidarity and the 99% - Why teachers should suppo... Occupying Education Abbott's plan: Drastic changes with no consultatio... Guest post: Tobey Steeves on Bills 27/28 - a perso... BCPSEA - missing the point on local bargaining We are the 99 BC government proposal for class composition is "r... A little interlude... BC School Trustees consider a teacher lockout ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/francais/NouvellesFECB.aspx?id=29663,Nouvelles de la FECB Vol. 18, No. 9, 11 avril 2013  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Nouvelles de la FECB archives 2013–14  2012–13  Home > Français > Nouvelles de la FECB        Volume 18, Numéro 9, 11 avril 2013  Dans ce numéro:   Avril : le mois qui souligne la taille et la composition des classes    Point sur les négociations    Comment j’ai été scolarisé    Inscription des électeurs en ligne pour les élections de C.-B.   Le programme Exposure Registry de WCB   Équipes provinciales de développement des programmes    Bulletin en justice sociale     Décisions clés et minutes de l’AGA     Opportunités pour les membres   Avril : le mois qui souligne la taille et la composition des classes Avec l'élection provinciale qui approche, la FECB et les syndicats locaux souhaitent attirer l'attention sur la nécessité d’améliorations dans la taille et la composition des classes. Notre message de campagne médiatique a commencé le 11 mars: « ... après une décennie de coupures budgétaires ... les élèves méritent des classes plus petites, plus de temps en tête-à-tête et de l’aide supplémentaire quand ils en ont besoin. Nos enfants ne peuvent pas voter pour les choses dont ils ont besoin. Mais, en mai, nous le pouvons. Le 14 mai, nous allons élire un gouvernement qui va donner aux enfants l'enseignement qu'ils méritent. »  En utilisant des signes/bannières créés localement, les enseignants vont montrer au public qu'ils sont toujours en attente du financement et du soutien, dont ils ont, si désespérément, besoin. Le 15 avril, c’est la veille du début de la période électorale officielle qui commence, les membres sont invités à manifester leurs inquiétudes face aux pertes de postes et de services en procédant à un événement le Burma shave. Contactez s'il vous plaît votre représentant pour plus de détails.  Point sur les négociations Pour plus de détails, lire le dernier bulletin sur le portail des membres  Comment j’ai été scolarisé  Les coupures budgétaires du gouvernement de la C.-B. vues à travers les yeux des élèves Le gouvernement libéral de la C.-B. a été au pouvoir pendant 12 ans-soit toute la longueur de la scolarisation des élèves: de la maternelle à l'obtention du diplôme. Obligés de grandir dans un temps de profondes coupures budgétaires, les élèves et leurs professeurs ont essayé de faire plus avec moins, année après année. Un nouveau site web intitulé «How I Got Schooled" jette un regard humoristique, à travers les yeux des élèves, sur l'impact des coupures et sur les politiques inadéquates à l’œuvre derrière celles-ci. Les perceptions parfois naïves des élèves sont contrebalancées par des faits réels, de certains, des nombreux textes de loi (plus de 20) adoptés par les libéraux de la C.-B. pour affaiblir tant les droits des enseignants que ceux des travailleurs et pour renforcer le contrôle du gouvernement sur l'enseignement public. Pour en savoir plus, sur les raisons pour lesquelles, nous avons besoin d'élire un gouvernement qui valorise l’enseignement public, rendez-vous, s'il vous plaît, sur www.HowIGotSchooled.ca  Inscription des électeurs en ligne pour les élections de C.-B. La BC Federation of Labour a signalé une flambée de plus de 3600 inscriptions de nouveaux électeurs après avoir circulé une note, aux syndicats affiliés, concernant le nouveau formulaire d'inscription en ligne disponible pour les électeurs. Si vous n'êtes pas inscrits pour voter, vous pouvez vous inscrire en ligne ou mettre à jour vos informations maintenant avec Elections BC, afin d’éviter de faire la queue le jour du scrutin. Cliquez sur Register to Vote sur ElectionsBC et vous pourrez mettre à jour vos informations en ligne si vous avez déménagé récemment ou changé de nom. Le programme Exposure Registry de WCB  Parce que l'apparition d'effets sur la santé, suite au contact avec des toxines, peut souvent prendre des années, WorkSafeBC a mis en place le programme Exposure Registry, pour les travailleurs, qui, estiment avoir été exposés à une substance nocive dans leur milieu de travail, qui pourrait, à court ou long terme, les rendre malades. Les membres sont invités à déposer une réclamation à WCB par Teleclaim (en anglais) au 1 888 WORKERS (1-888-967-5377), s'ils sont blessés ou souffrent d'une maladie professionnelle. Cependant, il peut y avoir des situations, où le dépôt d’une demande ne se justifie pas, mais où les membres estiment qu'ils ont été exposés à une substance au travail, qui peut, sur une période de temps, les affecter. Par exemple, les membres qui pourraient avoir été exposés à la moisissure, aux matériaux de construction hors gazage, à des pesticides ou de l’amiante peuvent signaler en ligne leur contact avec ces substances. Les membres peuvent également signaler l'exposition aux nouveaux risques émergents tels que le wifi. Les informations obtenues par ce registre seront conservées comme un enregistrement/une trace permanent (e) de l'exposition du travailleur et aidera WorkSafeBC dans le règlement de toute réclamation future liée à une maladie professionnelle causée par l'exposition en milieu de travail. Gardez à l'esprit que toutes les expositions suspectes doivent être signalées à votre superviseur et à votre comité de santé et de sécurité afin qu'elles puissent être étudiées et que des recommandations soient faites pour éliminer ou contrôler les substances. Cliquez, s'il vous plaît, sur le lien ci-dessous, et lisez les modalités d'inscription. http://www.worksafebc.com/claims/occupational_diseases/default.asp#registering  Si vous avez des questions, n'hésitez pas à contacter Karen Langenmaier au département santé et sécurité de la FECB à klangenmaier@bctf.ca  Équipes provinciales de développement des programmes Le changement du curriculum en Colombie-Britannique est en cours avec la formation d'équipes provinciales de développement des programmes qui ont commencé leur réunion en avril. Les équipes sont composées d enseignants des niveaux M à 10e année en éducation artistique (musique, arts visuels, danse et théâtre), anglais, français langue première, française langue seconde immersion, santé et éducation physique, mathématiques, sciences et sciences humaines. Chaque équipe du curriculum est composée d’au moins cinq représentants de la FECB, issus des quatre groupes de M-2e, 3e-5e, 6e-7e et 8e-10e. Les représentants FECB forment la majorité des membres de l'équipe, composée également d’administrateurs et de représentants des écoles privées. Les programmes d'études qui sont absents de la liste des équipes de développement de programmes d'études sont compétences appliquées et éducation professionnelle (par exemple : HACE, la planification 10). La FECB est en attente de nouvelles du ministère pour savoir quand et comment ces domaines seront abordés. Le ministère a également formé un comité permanent sur le curriculum provincial pour assurer la communication, avec les différents acteurs de l’enseignement, sur les orientations de la Colombie-Britannique dans les niveaux M à 12e des programmes d'études. Le comité est composé de représentants de 10 groupes d'intervenants du secteur de l’enseignement, et d’autres intervenants peuvent y être intégrés au besoin. Alors que les autres groupes d'intervenants/acteurs de l’enseignement ont un représentant pour siéger à ce comité, la FECB sera représentée par quatre membres. Le ministère de l'Éducation semble avoir un plan très ambitieux pour le système éducatif de la Colombie-Britannique, dans des délais courts. La FECB continuera de poursuivre activement la représentation des enseignants de la C.-B. dans tous les domaines de ce programme.  Bulletin en justice sociale   La direction des dossiers professionnels et sociaux de la FECB publie un bulletin en justice sociale, distribué à un exemplaire par école. Il est maintenant également accessible à l'adresse suivante: http://issuu.com/teachernewsmag/docs/2013wintersocialjusticenewsletter  Décisions clés et minutes de l’AGA   Les principales décisions et les procès-verbaux de l'AGA 2013 de l'Assemblée générale annuelle peuvent être trouvés à l’adresse suivante : https://bctf.ca/myBCTF/agm.aspx. Opportunités pour les membres   Postes vacants dans les comités de la FECB  De nombreux comités de la FECB ont des postes vacants à compter du 1er juillet 2013. Les termes de référence pour la plupart de ces comités peuvent être trouvés aux pages 189 à 191 du Guide des membres de la FECB. Les formulaires de CV sont disponibles sur le site Facilitateurs d’ateliers  Date limite de candidature pour être facilitateur d’ateliers de la FECB : 20 avril 2013  Évaluateurs de ressources ERAC  La date limite de candidature pour être évaluateur de ressources ERAC est proche : 26 avril 2013. Les formulaires de candidatures peuvent être trouvés à l'adresse suivante: http://www.bctf.ca/opportunities/ERACCommittees.aspx.           Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=15208&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2008 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 20, Number 5, March 2008 Teacher inquiry as professional development—one way forward for the BCTF? What is teacher inquiry? While it can incorporate a range of methods (action research, appreciative inquiry, etc.) it’s also a collaborative, reflective, and teacher-controlled form of professional development that models and builds the professional autonomy of teachers. Should the BCTF focus more of its PD initiatives on teacher inquiry? This is a question being addressed in various ways: Three pilot teacher-inquiry projects underway this school year—Kootenay-Columbia New Secondary Teachers’ Group, North Vancouver Collaborative Inquiry Group, and VESTA Inclusion Inquiry Group. Undertaken with support from locals and the BCTF, these pilots give locals an opportunity to consider the utility and merits of teacher inquiry developed and supported by the BCTF in partnership with school districts.  A BCTF workgroup exploring teacher inquiry as an area of potential focus for the BCTF with representation from local presidents, PD chairs, the BCTF Executive, a range of BCTF committees. The workgroup will issue its report by March 2008, in order for AGM and RA delegates to consider the group’s recommendations.  Ongoing Program for Quality Teaching (PQT) projects and plans in Cranbrook, Surrey, Central Okanagan, and Sooke.  Support from BCTF Research and Technology Division staff for mentoring/professional conversation for resource teachers (Kamloops) and for Livingstone Elementary’s Interactive Whiteboards Inquiry Group with UBC professor Gaalen Erickson (Vancouver).  The launch of The Teacher Inquirer webpage. This webpage (www.bctf.ca/publications/teacherinquirer.aspx) has been developed to provide a publishing space for teachers undertaking inquiry in BC schools. The first issue includes several reports from teachers in School District 33 (Chilliwack). All of these initiatives will be reported in more depth to the BCTF Executive and to BCTF members. What do you think? Should the BCTF consider an increased focus on teacher inquiry as a way to promote professional development for its members? Send any comments to Charlie Naylor, (cnaylor@bctf.ca). – Charlie Naylor, BCTF Research)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/contacts.cfm?page=psac&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true,BCTF Contacts Home E-mail Lists Links A to Z Index Contact Us Help SITE SEARCH Quick Links BCTF formsBCTF NewsFrançaisLabour linksPensionsTeacher NewsmagazineTeaching resources For Teachers Aboriginal Education  Bargaining & Collective Agreements  Français  Health & Safety  New Teachers  Opportunities for Members  Pensions Professional Development  Professional Rights & Responsibility  Provincial Specialist Associations  Salary & Benefits  Teachers Teaching On Call  Teaching Resources  For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > PSAs > PSA Presidents Provincial Specialist Association Presidents Last updated December 12, 2013 Sort by PSA name. 41 BC Art Teachers' Association (BCATA) bcata.ca   Eileen Ryan Clayton Heights Secondary 7003 188th Street Surrey, BC  V4N 3G6 604-576-4138 f: 604-576-4793 psac41@bctf.ca 42 BC Business Education Association (BCBEA) www.bcbea.ca   Harmale Sangha Tamanawis Secondary 12600 66th Avenue Surrey, BC  V3W 2A8 604-597-5234 f: 604-597-4450 psac42@bctf.ca 44 BC School Counsellors' Association (BCSCA) www.bctf.ca/bcsca   Ren Morley Dr FD Sinclair Elementary 7480 128th Street Surrey, BC  V3W 4E5 604-596-1537 f: 604-596-8271 psac44@bctf.ca 45 Association Provinciale des Professeurs de l'Immersion et du Programme-Francophone BC (APPIPC) www.appipc.ca   Sophie Bergeron Winslow Centre, SD#43 1100B Winslow Avenue Coquitlam, BC  V3J 2G3 604-937-6392 f: 604-936-6129 psac45@bctf.ca 46 BC Teachers of English Language Arts (BCTELA) www.bctela.ca/   Celia Brogan (interim) Quilchena Elementary 5300 Maple Street Vancouver, BC  V6M 3T6 604-713-4996 f: 604-713-5422 psac46@bctf.ca 47 Teachers of Home Economics Specialist Association (THESA) www.bctf.ca/thesa   Paula Aquino G.W. Graham Middle Secondary 45955 Thomas Road Chilliwack, BC  V2B 0B5 604-847-0772 f: 604-824-0711 psac47@bctf.ca 48 Provincial Intermediate Teachers' Association (PITA) www.pita.ca   Elaine Jaltema Chaffey-Burke Elementary 4404 Sardis Street Burnaby, BC  V5H 1K7 604-664-8652 psac48@bctf.ca 49 BC Teacher-Librarians' Association (BCTLA) www.bctf.ca/bctla   Heather Daly Moody Elementary 2717 St Johns Street Port Moody, BC  V3H 2B8 604-937-6380 psac49@bctf.ca 50 BC Association of Mathematics Teachers (BCAMT) www.bcamt.ca   Ron Coleborn Schou Education Center 4041 Canada Way Burnaby, BC  V5G 1G6 604-531-3170 f: 604-664-8382 psac50@bctf.ca 51 BC Association of Teachers of Modern Languages (BCATML) www.bcatml.org   Rome Lavrencic New Westminster Secondary 835 Eighth Street New Westminster, BC  V3M 3S9 604-517-6220 f: 604-517-6204 psac51@bctf.ca 52 BC Music Educators' Association (BCMEA) www.bctf.ca/bcmea   Jeff Weaver Oak Bay Secondary 2151 Cranmore Road Victoria, BC  V8R 1Z2 250-598-3361 f: 250-598-0710 psac52@bctf.ca 53 Learning Assistance Teachers' Association (LATA) www.bctf.ca/lata   Gail Bailey Glenrosa Middle School 3565 McIver Road West Kelowna, BC  V4T 1H8 250-870-5000 (ext. 6936) f: 250-870-5076 psac53@bctf.ca 54 Physical Education--British Columbia (PE-BC) www.bctf.ca/pebc   Sue MacDonald Centre for Learning Alternatives 3400 Westwood Drive Prince George, BC  V2N 1S1 250-561-5851 f: 250-563-5487 psac54@bctf.ca 55 BC Primary Teachers' Association (BCPTA) www.bcpta.ca   Janine Fraser Boundary District Teachers' Association Box 634, 1815D Central Avenue Grand Forks, BC  V0H 1H0 250-446-2724 f: 250-446-2623 psac55@bctf.ca 57 BC Science Teachers' Association (BCScTA) bcscta.ca   Grahame Rainey Ashcroft Secondary PO Box 669 Ashcroft, BC  V0K 1A0 250-453-9144 f: 250-453-2368 psac57@bctf.ca 58 BC Technology Education Association (BCTEA) www.bctf.ca/bctea   Martin Lim (interim) Fraser Heights Secondary 16060 108th Avenue Surrey, BC  V4N 1M1 604-587-4812 f: 604-582-9268 psac58@bctf.ca 59 BC Social Studies Teachers' Association (BCSSTA) www.bcssta.ca   Dale Martelli Vancouver Technical Secondary 2600 East Broadway Vancouver, BC  V5M 1Y5 604-713-8215 psac59@bctf.ca 60 Special Education Association (SEA) www.seaofbc.ca   BJ Foulds Prince George Secondary 2901 Griffiths Avenue Prince George, BC  V2K 5N3 250-562-6441 f: 250-564-4085 psac60@bctf.ca 62 Association of BC Drama Educators (ABCDE) www.bcdramateachers.com   Lana O'Brien WL Seaton Secondary 2701 41st Avenue Vernon, BC  V1T 6X3 250-542-3361 f: 250-542-6076 psac62@bctf.ca 63 Association for Educators of Gifted, Talented, and Creative Children in BC (AEGTCCBC) adultedpsa.org/   Shera Olson-Niewenhuizen Sorrento Elementary Box 220 Sorrento, BC  V0E 2W0 250-804-3781 f: 250-675-3374 psac63@bctf.ca 64 BC Educators for Distributed Learning PSA (BCEDLPSA) bcedl.ca   David Comrie Kamloops Open Online Learning 730 12th Street Kamloops, BC  V2B 3C1 250-376-5663 f: 250-377-2257 psac64@bctf.ca 65 Computer-Using Educators of BC (CUEBC) www.cuebc.ca   Mike Silverton Cilaire Elementary 25 Cilaire Drive Nanaimo, BC  V9S 3C9 250-758-7941 f: 250-751-8840 psac65@bctf.ca 66 Environmental Educators' PSA (EEPSA) www.bctf.ca/eepsa   Selina Metcalfe Surrey School District Simon Fraser University psac66@bctf.ca 67 BC Rural and Small Schools Teachers' Association (BCRSSTA) www.bcruralteachers.org   Virginia Ivey Pinantan Elementary School General Delivery Pinantan Lake, BC  V0E 3E0 250-377-2233 f: 250-573-3976 psac67@bctf.ca 68 BC Teachers for Peace and Global Education (PAGE) www.pagebc.ca   Greg Van Vugt Fraser Heights Secondary 16060 108th Avenue Surrey, BC  V4N 1M1 604-582-9231 f: 604-582-9268 psac68@bctf.ca 69 English as a Second Language PSA (ESLPSA) ellpsa.ca   Marc Tremblay Hollyburn Elementary 1329 Duchess Avenue West Vancouver, BC  V7T 1H5 604-782-1227 f: 604-981-1221 psac69@bctf.ca 70 BC Alternate Education Association (BCAEA) www.bctf.ca/bcaea   Mike Shaw Westside Ed Student Support Team 3770 Elliot Road Westbank, BC  V4T 1P7 250-768-3253 f: 250-768-0419 psac70@bctf.ca 71 Aboriginal Education Association (AEA) aboriginaled.blogspot.ca   Meredith Rusk Salmon Arm West Elementary 4750 10th Avenue SW Salmon Arm, BC  V1E 3B5 250-832-3862 f: 250-833-1126 psac71@bctf.ca 72 BC Co-operative Learning PSA (BCCLPSA) www.bctf.ca/bccla   Mike Galliford Maple Creek Middle School 3700 Hastings Street Port Coquitlam, BC  V3B 5K7 604-464-8581 f: 604-461-7832 psac72@bctf.ca 73 BC Dance Educators' Association (BCDEA) www.bctf.ca/bcdea   Kim Wolski Langley Fine Arts School 9096 Trattle Street Fort Langley, BC  V1M 2S6 604-888-3113 f: 604-888-3578 psac73@bctf.ca 75 BC Culinary Arts Specialist Association (BCCASA) www.bctf.ca/bccasa   Eric MacNeill Dover Bay Secondary School 6135 McGirr Road Nanaimo, BC  V9V 1M1 250-751-3409 f: 250-751-3405 psac75@bctf.ca 76 Educators Against Racism (EAR)   John Peterson Lucas Centre 2132 Hamilton Avenue North Vancouver, BC  V7P 2M3 604-903-4661 psac76@bctf.ca PSA Council Steering and Agenda Committee Chairperson Mike Silverton Cilaire Elementary 25 Cilaire Drive Nanaimo, BC V9S 3C9 250-758-7941 f: 250-751-8840 msilverton@sd68.bc.ca David Comrie Kamloops Open Online Learning 730 12th Street Kamloops, BC V2B 3C1 250-376-5663 f: 250-377-2257 dcomriel@sd73.bc.ca Mike Galliford Maple Creek Middle School 3700 Hastings Street Port Coquitlam, BC V3B 5K7 604-464-8581 f: 604-461-7832 mgalliford@sd43.bc.ca About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy Close Window Print Page   Provincial Specialist Association Presidents Last updated December 12, 2013 Sort by PSA name. 41 BC Art Teachers' Association (BCATA) bcata.ca   Eileen Ryan Clayton Heights Secondary 7003 188th Street Surrey, BC  V4N 3G6 604-576-4138 f: 604-576-4793 psac41@bctf.ca 42 BC Business Education Association (BCBEA) www.bcbea.ca   Harmale Sangha Tamanawis Secondary 12600 66th Avenue Surrey, BC  V3W 2A8 604-597-5234 f: 604-597-4450 psac42@bctf.ca 44 BC School Counsellors' Association (BCSCA) www.bctf.ca/bcsca   Ren Morley Dr FD Sinclair Elementary 7480 128th Street Surrey, BC  V3W 4E5 604-596-1537 f: 604-596-8271 psac44@bctf.ca 45 Association Provinciale des Professeurs de l'Immersion et du Programme-Francophone BC (APPIPC) www.appipc.ca   Sophie Bergeron Winslow Centre, SD#43 1100B Winslow Avenue Coquitlam, BC  V3J 2G3 604-937-6392 f: 604-936-6129 psac45@bctf.ca 46 BC Teachers of English Language Arts (BCTELA) www.bctela.ca/   Celia Brogan (interim) Quilchena Elementary 5300 Maple Street Vancouver, BC  V6M 3T6 604-713-4996 f: 604-713-5422 psac46@bctf.ca 47 Teachers of Home Economics Specialist Association (THESA) www.bctf.ca/thesa   Paula Aquino G.W. Graham Middle Secondary 45955 Thomas Road Chilliwack, BC  V2B 0B5 604-847-0772 f: 604-824-0711 psac47@bctf.ca 48 Provincial Intermediate Teachers' Association (PITA) www.pita.ca   Elaine Jaltema Chaffey-Burke Elementary 4404 Sardis Street Burnaby, BC  V5H 1K7 604-664-8652 psac48@bctf.ca 49 BC Teacher-Librarians' Association (BCTLA) www.bctf.ca/bctla   Heather Daly Moody Elementary 2717 St Johns Street Port Moody, BC  V3H 2B8 604-937-6380 psac49@bctf.ca 50 BC Association of Mathematics Teachers (BCAMT) www.bcamt.ca   Ron Coleborn Schou Education Center 4041 Canada Way Burnaby, BC  V5G 1G6 604-531-3170 f: 604-664-8382 psac50@bctf.ca 51 BC Association of Teachers of Modern Languages (BCATML) www.bcatml.org   Rome Lavrencic New Westminster Secondary 835 Eighth Street New Westminster, BC  V3M 3S9 604-517-6220 f: 604-517-6204 psac51@bctf.ca 52 BC Music Educators' Association (BCMEA) www.bctf.ca/bcmea   Jeff Weaver Oak Bay Secondary 2151 Cranmore Road Victoria, BC  V8R 1Z2 250-598-3361 f: 250-598-0710 psac52@bctf.ca 53 Learning Assistance Teachers' Association (LATA) www.bctf.ca/lata   Gail Bailey Glenrosa Middle School 3565 McIver Road West Kelowna, BC  V4T 1H8 250-870-5000 (ext. 6936) f: 250-870-5076 psac53@bctf.ca 54 Physical Education--British Columbia (PE-BC) www.bctf.ca/pebc   Sue MacDonald Centre for Learning Alternatives 3400 Westwood Drive Prince George, BC  V2N 1S1 250-561-5851 f: 250-563-5487 psac54@bctf.ca 55 BC Primary Teachers' Association (BCPTA) www.bcpta.ca   Janine Fraser Boundary District Teachers' Association Box 634, 1815D Central Avenue Grand Forks, BC  V0H 1H0 250-446-2724 f: 250-446-2623 psac55@bctf.ca 57 BC Science Teachers' Association (BCScTA) bcscta.ca   Grahame Rainey Ashcroft Secondary PO Box 669 Ashcroft, BC  V0K 1A0 250-453-9144 f: 250-453-2368 psac57@bctf.ca 58 BC Technology Education Association (BCTEA) www.bctf.ca/bctea   Martin Lim (interim) Fraser Heights Secondary 16060 108th Avenue Surrey, BC  V4N 1M1 604-587-4812 f: 604-582-9268 psac58@bctf.ca 59 BC Social Studies Teachers' Association (BCSSTA) www.bcssta.ca   Dale Martelli Vancouver Technical Secondary 2600 East Broadway Vancouver, BC  V5M 1Y5 604-713-8215 psac59@bctf.ca 60 Special Education Association (SEA) www.seaofbc.ca   BJ Foulds Prince George Secondary 2901 Griffiths Avenue Prince George, BC  V2K 5N3 250-562-6441 f: 250-564-4085 psac60@bctf.ca 62 Association of BC Drama Educators (ABCDE) www.bcdramateachers.com   Lana O'Brien WL Seaton Secondary 2701 41st Avenue Vernon, BC  V1T 6X3 250-542-3361 f: 250-542-6076 psac62@bctf.ca 63 Association for Educators of Gifted, Talented, and Creative Children in BC (AEGTCCBC) adultedpsa.org/   Shera Olson-Niewenhuizen Sorrento Elementary Box 220 Sorrento, BC  V0E 2W0 250-804-3781 f: 250-675-3374 psac63@bctf.ca 64 BC Educators for Distributed Learning PSA (BCEDLPSA) bcedl.ca   David Comrie Kamloops Open Online Learning 730 12th Street Kamloops, BC  V2B 3C1 250-376-5663 f: 250-377-2257 psac64@bctf.ca 65 Computer-Using Educators of BC (CUEBC) www.cuebc.ca   Mike Silverton Cilaire Elementary 25 Cilaire Drive Nanaimo, BC  V9S 3C9 250-758-7941 f: 250-751-8840 psac65@bctf.ca 66 Environmental Educators' PSA (EEPSA) www.bctf.ca/eepsa   Selina Metcalfe Surrey School District Simon Fraser University psac66@bctf.ca 67 BC Rural and Small Schools Teachers' Association (BCRSSTA) www.bcruralteachers.org   Virginia Ivey Pinantan Elementary School General Delivery Pinantan Lake, BC  V0E 3E0 250-377-2233 f: 250-573-3976 psac67@bctf.ca 68 BC Teachers for Peace and Global Education (PAGE) www.pagebc.ca   Greg Van Vugt Fraser Heights Secondary 16060 108th Avenue Surrey, BC  V4N 1M1 604-582-9231 f: 604-582-9268 psac68@bctf.ca 69 English as a Second Language PSA (ESLPSA) ellpsa.ca   Marc Tremblay Hollyburn Elementary 1329 Duchess Avenue West Vancouver, BC  V7T 1H5 604-782-1227 f: 604-981-1221 psac69@bctf.ca 70 BC Alternate Education Association (BCAEA) www.bctf.ca/bcaea   Mike Shaw Westside Ed Student Support Team 3770 Elliot Road Westbank, BC  V4T 1P7 250-768-3253 f: 250-768-0419 psac70@bctf.ca 71 Aboriginal Education Association (AEA) aboriginaled.blogspot.ca   Meredith Rusk Salmon Arm West Elementary 4750 10th Avenue SW Salmon Arm, BC  V1E 3B5 250-832-3862 f: 250-833-1126 psac71@bctf.ca 72 BC Co-operative Learning PSA (BCCLPSA) www.bctf.ca/bccla   Mike Galliford Maple Creek Middle School 3700 Hastings Street Port Coquitlam, BC  V3B 5K7 604-464-8581 f: 604-461-7832 psac72@bctf.ca 73 BC Dance Educators' Association (BCDEA) www.bctf.ca/bcdea   Kim Wolski Langley Fine Arts School 9096 Trattle Street Fort Langley, BC  V1M 2S6 604-888-3113 f: 604-888-3578 psac73@bctf.ca 75 BC Culinary Arts Specialist Association (BCCASA) www.bctf.ca/bccasa   Eric MacNeill Dover Bay Secondary School 6135 McGirr Road Nanaimo, BC  V9V 1M1 250-751-3409 f: 250-751-3405 psac75@bctf.ca 76 Educators Against Racism (EAR)   John Peterson Lucas Centre 2132 Hamilton Avenue North Vancouver, BC  V7P 2M3 604-903-4661 psac76@bctf.ca PSA Council Steering and Agenda Committee Chairperson Mike Silverton Cilaire Elementary 25 Cilaire Drive Nanaimo, BC V9S 3C9 250-758-7941 f: 250-751-8840 msilverton@sd68.bc.ca David Comrie Kamloops Open Online Learning 730 12th Street Kamloops, BC V2B 3C1 250-376-5663 f: 250-377-2257 dcomriel@sd73.bc.ca Mike Galliford Maple Creek Middle School 3700 Hastings Street Port Coquitlam, BC V3B 5K7 604-464-8581 f: 604-461-7832 mgalliford@sd43.bc.ca)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "Gr8 event honoring Taiwan ROC w many friends @douglasbing @marvinhunt4bc @KerryLynneFindl @mhlchiu26 @prairiechinois http://t.co/85TUCQsbrI" @John_Yap - 05:40pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11368,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2001 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 14, Number 1, September 2001 Looking Back 70 years ago We feel that it is unnecessary for us to emphasize the fact that the present year of the Federation will be a most crucial one, for, as is well known, we have been called upon by the Minister of Education to take part in a special Provincial Salary Commission, which will endeavour to determine Provincial Scales of Salary. This work will constitute our major objective and will involve a tremendous amount of effort and energy on the part of those who will be asked to assist in the many phases which will be under consideration. (BC Teacher, September 1931) 50 years ago The July meeting of the BCTF Executive approved the merging of the Vancouver School Teachers’ Credit Union, the New Westminster Teachers’ Credit Union, and the Chilliwack District Teachers’ Union into the BCTF Credit Union. This province-wide credit union will operate from the new BCTF offices in Vancouver and will expand throughout the province as rapidly as possible. We urge the teachers of B.C. to get behind their "co-op bank," owned, controlled and operated by themselves. (BC Teacher, September/October 1951) 30 years ago School staffs are increasingly being given the right to develop the educational policies they believe will be of most benefit to the students of their schools. School trustees in various parts of the province have recognized that no one is in a better position to make sensible decisions about what should go on in schools than the teaching staffs, and have agreed to give them greater authority for educational decisions. For the past three years the BCTF has been encouraging the formation and use of staff committees in schools. (BC Teacher, September/October 1971) 10 years ago Peace River North teachers reached a contract settlement, 102 days into the longest teachers’ strike in provincial history. The strike, which started May 8, 1991, resulted in teachers’ achieving a mainstream agreement consistent with other agreements won throughout the province. (Teacher Newsmagazine, September 1991) Chris Bocking, Keating Elementary School, Saanich Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "RT @nationalpost: Tories' temporary foreign worker overhaul is 'tragically misdirected': Christy Clark http://t.co/EV5YPyV9lC" @John_Yap - 02:49pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media jthornthwaite last tweet "Read #BC's Blueprint in English, Punjabi, Chinese & French! http://t.co/cUCdVsL7BA #findyourfit #diverse #northvan http://t.co/cUCdVsL7BA" @jthornthwaite - 07:37pm Follow @jthornthwaite BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12882&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2000 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 12, Number 7, May/June 2000 Compulsory gullibility and the social studies classroom by Pat Clarke Recent items in The Vancouver Sun regarding the teaching of Canadian history are a welcome contribution to an important public discussion of how and why we teach social studies. The provincial Social Studies Task Force has suggested that any public consideration of the state of social studies education would be a welcome change from the neglect, disinterest, and marginalization social studies and subsequently history have experienced over the last 20 years in B.C. We can only hope that the attention The Sun has focussed on the issue is a reflection of a public realization that we have gone too far in promoting certain aspects of education (applications of technology) at the expense of others (humanities, art). Or, to put it another way, our dedication to turning out good little technicians has a down side. The educational “back seat” is not a good place for matters like citizenship and social responsibility. Social studies, of which history is a central element, are our primary means of attending to these crucial concerns in the education of children and youth. The Social Studies Task Force emphasized, “Students are leaving the British Columbia school system with only marginal abilities in such important contemporary citizenship skills as detecting bias, distinguishing between fact and opinion, and developing a reasoned argument. The social consequences of a potentially gullible citizenry should be apparent.” On paper, B.C. has a comprehensive social studies program that covers the fundamentals of what most would consider important in history, geography, and to some extent social science. Students, by the end of their 13-year stay in the provinces’ schools, have theoretically had many opportunities to learn about Canada and the world. But social studies educators are increasingly concerned that social education in B.C. is mostly just good intentions. When push comes to shove, social awareness, critical thinking, and responsible citizenship, mostly get shoved. So what is the problem? Why has this critical element of what has long been regarded as part of the core of a good education seemingly been relegated to the margins of what “really matters” in school? The supposed exigencies of the technological age may have a lot to do with it, but that is only a part of the answer. The alarms sounded by the Social Studies Task Force were actually voiced in the 1977 Provincial Learning Assessment for Social Studies. This was obviously long before our current obsession with electronic and digital media. In fact I recall video-cassette recorders were considered cutting edge at the time. No, the real issue is elsewhere. As history so often demonstrates, if we ever care to read it, the most obvious villain is often not the only one. The central problem is the way we expect children and youth to engage in and learn social studies and hence develop attitudes of responsible citizenship. For some reason, the rationale for which still escapes me after 25 years of working at social education, when it comes to social learning we believe children are like plants—it happens through osmosis. So, for example, the lessons of history are still almost entirely related to students sequentially. History, as far as most students would know it, is about “what happened next.” As a practical matter, once we have completed this great pageant from Mesopotamia (Grade 6) to the United Nations (Grade 11 or 12) and got the order straight, as well as the who’s who, we don’t have time for much else, certainly not an actual critical inquiry. “Was that fair?” “What might be the other side of this story?” Those are the sorts of questions that help develop responsible citizenship. Unfortunately given the widely held public conviction that history is “one damned thing after another” and that’s just the way it has to be learned, we don’t have much space and time to spend on those questions. In other words the thoughtful, critical questions are not the focus—the sequential content is. There are, of course, many teachers of social studies who involve students in critical inquiries all the time, not only in history but in geography and economics and other social studies. But they can’t do it nearly as often as they would like to because they are imprisoned by imposed and antediluvian ideas regarding what social studies should be about. Hence what we end up with, in spite of the efforts of those teachers, is a subject that has a distinctly musty odor that repels too many students; so much for citizenship. If I had a conspiratorial frame of mind I might say that the reason social studies has been marginalized is because it is designed to self destruct; built-in obsolescence as it were. Somebody up there doesn’t like it. The answer is in a reconceptualized notion of what we mean by social studies and historical learning. Interestingly, an example of this is the new First Nations 12, a course that is causing some consternation for editorialists and others. First Nations 12 is a true “social study” in that it combines and connects history, anthropology, legend, geography, and ecology. It does not “egg crate” them as separate subjects or try to frog march students through 10,000 years of historical events. It has the potential to actually engage students in relevant and interesting social questions. These are the kinds of questions that will involve and encourage them in thinking about social issues. The primary goal of social studies is the development of socially responsible citizens. There are a variety of pathways to that goal. Our current and long-standing devotion to “capes and bays geography” and “dead man history” has not been especially successful. In short, the content doesn’t matter so much as the method. Fretting about Canadian content in History 12 does not address the central issue. We need a different approach altogether. It is either that or face the “consequences of a gullible citizenry.” Pat Clarke is assistant director in the BCTF’s Professional Development Divison and a member of the Provincial Social Studies Task Force.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media last tweet "" @ - 12:00am Follow @ last post "" facebook/ - Jan 1st Like Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8726,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, Number 6, May/June 2004 Join the B.C. Retired Teachers’ Association by Sheila Gair Your last pay stub for active service is in your hand. A historic piece of paper. Hang onto it for perhaps a year, by which time you will have become accustomed to a new paycheque for doing absolutely nothing. It is much of your money coming back to you, and you did earn it. The new paychque has very few figures on it and very short columns. There is the sum you start with, the amount that the government takes from it, the MSP premium, and what is left is yours. Information from retirement seminars has shown you an additional pension is available at 60 from Canada Pension Plan and then at 65, will come the Old Age Security, which will take the place of the bridge benefit, which is then deleted at age 65. Your initial pension package will have a letter from the BCRTA president and the pension corporation will send an application for membership in the BCRTA. You can sign a direct debit for the provincial and the local branch fees. The annual fee is $35 and branch membership, up to $10. BCRTA benefits Two full-time employees with a phone line, a toll-free number, a fax line, a web site, and an e-mail address will give you information and assistance with things like health plans, home inventories, the Nidus registry, wills and estate planning, checklists for executors, the adult guardianship act, and a death in the family. The association offers Medoc travel and home insurance, and it will soon offer long-term-care insurance. The Retired Teachers’ Bulletin, published four times a year, cites many opportunities for travel, theatre tours, volunteering, teaching opportunities overseas, golf tournaments, and more. Changes in pension and benefits are highlighted, and committee updates and reports are provided. So retire optimistically, and fill out the BCRTA application form when it arrives. Our welcome mat is out. Please join us. Sheila Gair is first vice-president of the B.C. Retired Teachers’ Association. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet ""Everyone laughed when I said I wanted to open a button store" http://t.co/4AVIQWDBfB #smallbiz #entrepreneur" @naomiyamamoto - 06:39pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/03/what-is-this-strike-about-moving-letter.html?showComment=1331571031155,Staffroom Confidential: What is this strike about? A moving letter from a Saanich teacher Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, March 6, 2012 What is this strike about? A moving letter from a Saanich teacher I would like to thank you, Mr. Abbott. My wife and I have just had an excellent discussion with our daughters about power, and about the importance of checks and balances in a society. Sophie and Rachel are 12 and 10. They were very confused about why the government was allowed to make rules such as fining teachers $475 a day or $2500 a day for going on strike. We explained that our government is elected to make decisions on our behalf, and that we trust that they will make good and considered decisions. But what if we don’t agree with their decisions, they wondered. We explained that there is time to debate these decisions before they are made, and that everybody is allowed to write letters, or protest if they disagree. We explained that the media is meant to also provide some balance, by asking difficult and challenging questions. But they are saying that if you protest their decision, they will fine you, they replied. We had no answer. Why do they hate teachers, one of them asked. I still had no answer. ---------- I could have been a lawyer. I scored in the 98th percentile of the LSAT and was accepted to Queen’s Law School, offered a scholarship to a Law School in the northeastern US. I chose instead to defer my decision, and be a tutor/coach/residence don/in-house TOC at my old high school for a couple of years. This was a private boarding school in Ontario. I loved it. I loved being able to explain concepts in math to kids, and to see the “light go on”. I loved sharing my passion for math, for soccer, for hockey, for philosophy, for poetry, and for musical theater with kids. I never considered going back to law after those two years. After completing my teacher training at UVic, I did my practicum in Saanich. I hadn’t realized until then what a sheltered teaching existence I had at the boarding school, with well-to-do kids brought up with every advantage (the type of kids to whom Mr. Abbott recently referred as “the smart kids”, I believe). In the public school system in Saanich, I learned humility. I learned how to be a better teacher, how to teach the whole child, and not just the mind. I taught classes that not only had some of Mr. Abbott’s advantaged “smart kids”, but other kids who were often equally smart and capable if not more, but who faced challenges the others didn’t: broken homes, poverty issues, learning disabilities, to name only a few. These classes were challenging because the kids’ needs were so varied. Some kids could be turned on by ideas alone; others needed to be convinced of the value of learning, to place education in context; some just needed breakfast. And yet, at the time I started teaching in Saanich, I considered myself fortunate because we had a locally arranged agreement about how many kids could be in a secondary English class. (I taught English at the time). The number was 27 – unless you had a student who had an acknowledged special need, such as dyslexia, or visual impairment, for example, that would require a significant amount of adjustment to practice or extra preparation. For each of these students, the number would drop by one. If there were 6 “special needs” students in your English 11, the maximum number of kids would be 21. Trust me, this would still be a challenging class in terms of composition, but the system worked. It was so important to teachers, my older colleagues told me, that teachers took less in salary improvements at the time in order to secure these contract provisions. Silly me for thinking that contracts were something sacrosanct in Canadian law. When I started my first continuing contract at Claremont Secondary in 2000, we had an enrolment not very different from our enrolment today. When I started at Claremont, it was not unusual for the more challenging classes, such as Essentials of Math 10 or Communications 11 to have 12-15 students, because that’s what those kids needed to be successful. When I started at Claremont, there were two librarians – one for every 550 kids. When I started at Claremont there was a staff of 85-90, with plenty of teachers in the building to comfortably take on all the extra-curriculars that make schools, as the Saanich motto goes, “great places to learn, safe places to be” Today at Claremont, a class with less than 23-24 students does not run. This legislation before you will only make that number increase, I assure you, and it is not what kids need. Today at Claremont there is 3/4 of a librarian – which translates to one for every 1475 kids. Today at Claremont there is a staff of 65-70. This group which now numbers 20 fewer than when I started 12 years ago, has been attempting to keep up all the things that make our school great – outstanding academics, including extra-curricular offerings such as the dozens of math contests I sponsor and organize every year, an incredible sports program, an enviable fine arts program, numerous volunteer organizations that enrich our school community and the community at large. So far, we have managed, but we have each had to take up the slack now for too long. We are at the breaking point, and I promise you – this legislation already threatens to push us over the edge. Surely this government is not deaf to the teachers from around the province who are saying enough… Enough: we have devoted our lives to a profession that we knew all along would not make us rich, but we did it because we believed that if it would help just one disadvantaged kid, it was worth it. Enough: we believed in it so much, that we traded even the most meager of raises, time and time again, in order to gain better classroom conditions for our students. Enough: we tried our absolute best to play within the rules, when government after government stripped away those conditions that we bought with our own salaries, even when the Supreme Court ruled that those government actions were illegal. Enough: we have tried to hold our heads high, when we are vilified in the press as lazy and greedy, when nothing – NOTHING -- could be further from the truth. Enough: we have devoted countless hours to volleyball, to musical theatre, to poetry readings, to charity work, to rugby, to yearbook clubs, to student’s councils, to tutoring before school from 7am, to tutoring after school until 6pm or longer, to tutoring kids by email on the weekends, and, AND! to our own Professional Development, whether that occurs on a Pro-D day or on our own time – Yes, Mr. Abbott, we actually do Pro-D. In short, we have devoted countless hours to the children and families of this province, and the thanks we get is one more veiled legislated slap in the face? Now, I’m not so out of touch that I don’t realize that as a teacher at the top of the scale, I’m fairly comfortable. Sure it irks me that all of you folks in the legislature have received pay raises in the last ten years far beyond what I have received over the same period – pay raises which you are allowed to vote for yourselves. Not that I would dare suggest that you don’t deserve it – I don’t envy your jobs in the least. But even despite this glaring double-standard, I would have begrudgingly accepted no raise, if it were that alone. It is not the extending of the current contract in this legislation that has me upset. I am insulted. I am insulted that you have the temerity to suggest that this legislation represents mediation in any true sense of the word. Your use of legislation to enforce mediation, but then dictate the terms of the mediation is nothing short of bullying. How ironic that there was an anti-bullying flashmob on the lawn of the legislature the day this bill was introduced. To my mind, you have brought disrepute onto yourselves and the institution you represent. I was trying to defend the institution of our provincial government to my children tonight, suggesting that it rested on a foundation of elected officials acting in a dispassionate way for the benefit of all. I couldn’t. I am shocked. I shouldn’t be, given everything that has happened in the last 10 years, but I’m shocked. I am shocked – no, enraged – that you would enact legislation that essentially attacks my freedom to associate; legislation that, quite frankly, probably runs counter to the Charter of Rights and Freedoms, even though your government’s last Bill of this sort was deemed illegal by the Supreme Court; legislation that does not “put families first” but which threatens families – no, puts a gun to their heads – and says to them: “we will bankrupt you if you have the gall to disagree with us or stand up for your rights”. Lastly, I am disappointed, and if I’m to be honest, I am defeated and demoralized. And I know I’m not alone. And that’s what you wanted, wasn’t it? You don’t want an improved public education system. I would love to challenge you, to defy you, sir, to say otherwise, to come to Claremont and convince me in person that this legislation will improve the public education system in BC, that it will improve the lives of children and their families across this province, by demoralizing and insulting teachers like me, by forcing a foregone, supposedly “mediated” conclusion down our throats. Sadly, you tell these lies every day, and so my challenge is useless. It is a sad day for me, and a sad day for BC. I love my job, I love the kids at Claremont, and I love Victoria, but today I really and truly thought it might be time to find a teaching job back in Ontario. You may say good riddance – we can find someone cheaper than you to do the same job. But I dare you to say that to my students. That is a challenge that perhaps I could make. ------------- My oldest daughter has been reading Animal Farm at school. (Maybe I shouldn’t tell you this – you will think that it is another reason to bring down the public school system…) After our discussion earlier tonight – and believe me when I say I did my utmost best to withhold the vitriol that must be obvious by now that I hold inside – after our family discussion my oldest daughter paused and, honest to God, said something like: “ Dad, the government are kind of like the pigs on the farm, aren’t they…? Once they get to make the rules, they kind of twist things so that they always go their way”. So, I want to thank you, Mr. Abbott. You made me so proud of my daughter tonight that I want to cry. Mark Skanks Claremont Secondary School Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 5:39 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 21 comments: AllyMarch 6, 2012 at 8:43 PM Extremely well put! Please tell me you have send this to Mr. Abbott??? When will the "pigs" listen?ReplyDelete Ms. HendraMarch 6, 2012 at 9:18 PM I love this letter. I have shared it with many people, and just sent it to a friend who is the Math Department Head in Chilliwack, and a Claremont grad, too. Thanks to Mark for such a well-written letter. TannisReplyDelete 30daysofautismMarch 6, 2012 at 9:37 PM This is fabulous!! Thank you!ReplyDelete AmandaMarch 6, 2012 at 10:46 PM Credit should be given to Mark Skanks as author of this letter.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeMarch 7, 2012 at 8:51 AM I did not originally include Mark's name because I hadn't asked his permission to do so. Since the cat is out of the bag anyway, I will add it now.Delete Ms. OhanaMarch 7, 2012 at 10:23 PM your challenge is not useless, they just want us to think it is... but the very fact that they have to address us and our challenges means they hear us loud and clear.... at the end of the day.. remember you still have your vote.... make it hurt the same way they've hurt usDelete Reply SDMURPHY3March 6, 2012 at 11:22 PM Thank you for putting into words how I feel about the future of education in this Province. I moved my family here from Quebec to avoid the French controversy and give my children a better chance. I am very proud to say my daughter is an excellent teacher, but she like many of you good ones is thinking of moving on. I guarantee you if they pass Bill 22 I will vote anything but Liberal in 2013. Your daugther, God bless her, is absolutely right.ReplyDelete SabrinaBaileyMarch 6, 2012 at 11:53 PM Mark, I would not be where I am today if you hadn't taken me on as a practicum student. I watched you pour your heart and soul into your students - and me. Please do not leave, the kids at Claremont need you! The government should be the ones who buckle, not us. I am teaching 2 classes of 30 for "Essentials Math 10" (AW 10) and I cannot believe how much class sizes have exploded, even in the short time between my own high school years and my teaching career. I logistically cannot give my students the help they need in the time I have, and it is ludicrous to believe such a short time ago they would literally have had twice the amount of time per person, per day (assuming a class size under 15). I had a student drop out of school last week due to lack of attendance due to giving up, which I would like to argue is largely due to being pushed through a broken system for so long. Behind that child I have a long list of kids at risk to do the same... is this the kind of future our government has in store for our kids? Every kid who is withdrawn from my school breaks my heart because I know their educational system (not their teachers) has let them down. Sabrina Bailey North Peace SecondaryReplyDelete UnknownMarch 7, 2012 at 8:23 AM Thank you so much for this eloquent letter, Mark. I've sent it to my MLA because we have the same issues in Chilliwack and the rest of the province. Jody Raabe Mount Slesse Middle School, SD33ReplyDelete EleanaMarch 7, 2012 at 7:34 PM Thank-you for your passionate words... I will be sharing them with my colleagues. Eleana P. Citadel Middle School, SD43ReplyDelete lrnalotMarch 8, 2012 at 12:05 AM In sum, the short term gains touted by proponents of Bill 22 will result in even more disenfranchised youth, deeper and longer lasting negativity toward the Liberal Government and Politics in general, and more teachers applying for disability or leaving BC outright. Thanks for speaking so eloquently to these important issues.ReplyDelete Richard AustenMarch 8, 2012 at 2:06 AM I am also a BC teacher - now teaching in Hong Kong. I have floated the idea on facebook a few times but I will say it here. The government's tactic of the fines is to essentially stop a teacher walk-out. Strikes are illegal. The way to circumvent this action by the government is to organize teachers to hand in their resignations "en masse" including all TOCs (for which I was one). I'll grant you this is somewhat dangerous high stakes game to play - but it is one that must be played if Bill 22 goes through as that bill is a union busting bill anyway. The government can't fine someone who quits their job. We'll call it the "organization" rather than the BCTF and if government wants teachers back they'll have to talk to the BCTF - err "the Organization." It takes something along this drastic action to save the teaching union in BC because I can tell you something right now - the government does not care the least bit about these letters - they don't care about marches in Victoria - The Liberals are sitting back and laughing that they just saved three days of salaries and heating bills for all the schools. Their voters (which is the majority) support crushing the Teaching union despite all the chatter we see on facebook and other social media - we may get support from those friends but those ore OUR friends who arguably ore of similar mindedness on issues like this. I suspect the vast majority of Liberal voters want the Union to die. So it's time to stop the letter and the appeals to the liberal "heart of gold" and realize that that heart is ice. It's not the time to send in the BCTF Poodle to fight the Liberal T-REX - it's time to play some serious hardball - 40,000 teachers resign - effective the day after Spring Break ends. You want the teachers back - you hire them all back under the BCTF union (ie as if there was no resignation).ReplyDelete Replies AlexMarch 9, 2012 at 11:08 AM This is called (or is similar to) 'work-to-rule' (which I believe is what's been done so far...) Yes. It is worth this.Delete Reply RommelMarch 8, 2012 at 11:36 AM Hi, I found this blog once, then lost it. Took me forever to come back and find it. I wanted to see what comments you got. Nice blog by the way.I must take this opportunity to write to you from my heart.I Really enjoyed your blog.I have never read such a wonderful article. Resignation Letter ReplyDelete alientoinquirytooMarch 8, 2012 at 9:18 PM Dear Tara Ehrcke, You have stolen the words and ideas from my mouth! I could not have put it any better and I am the first one to sign up for your letter writing campaign. I have thought for a long time that our only recourse is to resign en-masse or all take stress leaves at the same time, either way there is no way that they win! Thank you for this... Andre KozakReplyDelete Replies alientoinquirytooMarch 8, 2012 at 9:26 PM I guess I should thank Tara for posting this and Mark for the writing and Richard for the ultimate solution! Thanks...Delete Reply alyxpottsMarch 9, 2012 at 7:59 AM "You may say good riddance – we can find someone cheaper than you to do the same job. But I dare you to say that to my students. That is a challenge that perhaps I could make." I had Mr.Skanks for math last year and he's amazing. So I think if you said those things to us "the students" we'd have a lot of kind words about Mr.Skanks and his teaching abilities/wisdom. And quite the opposite of "kind words" for you putting him and all our other teachers through all this.ReplyDelete AlexMarch 9, 2012 at 11:07 AM Brilliant letter! Well put! Passing it on!ReplyDelete Mrs.BMarch 12, 2012 at 9:50 AM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Mrs.BMarch 12, 2012 at 9:51 AM THANK YOU! Well said - I will be sharing this with colleagues in Burnaby & Surrey. Avril Broekhuizen Chilliwack Secondary, SD33ReplyDelete Mrs. D. ThiesenMarch 12, 2012 at 9:59 PM I've shared this on twitter. I was a top university student as well and encouraged to go into medicine but chose teaching...I love teaching, but did I make a mistake? I'm so insulted.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ▼  March (12) Bill 22 and Class Size/Class Composition BC Liberals: You reap what you sow... From public to private: a subtle path What is this dispute about? Putting equity last, a... Walk out pamphlet - arguments for full withdrawal ... Teachers debate a response to Bill 22 Lessons from the US - when unions don't strike to ... Lessons from history - legislation and illegal str... How do teachers defeat Bill 22? Critical thinking and Bill 22 - A teacher rebuts G... What is this strike about? A moving letter from a ... Public education - Christy: it's about equality ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141003,www.policynote.ca,http://www.policynote.ca/british-columbia-auditor-finds-costly-failings-in-provinces-first-hospital-p3/,British Columbia Auditor finds costly failings in Province’s first hospital P3 | CCPA Policy Note CCPA Policy Note About Us Policy Note delivers timely, progressive commentary on issues that affect British Columbians, including the economy, poverty, inequality, climate change, provincial budgets, taxes, public services, employment and much more. Contributors include staff and research associates from the BC Office of the Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives (CCPA). The views expressed on this blog are those of the individual contributors, and do not necessarily represent the views of the CCPA. The CCPA is an independent, non-partisan research institute concerned with issues of social, economic and environmental justice. More about Policy Note and contributors... Categories Agriculture Children & youth Climate change Democracy and participation Economy Education Electoral reform Employment & labour Energy Environment, resources & sustainability First Nations & Aboriginal Health care Housing & homelessness Human rights Immigrants & refugees Law & legal issues Media Municipalities Policy Note in the news Poverty, inequality & welfare Privatization, P3s & public services Provincial budget & finance Recommended reading Seniors Taxes Transparency & accountability Uncategorized Women ← Have we completely bought the idea that “There Is No Alternative”? Christy’s HST “fix”: politics trumps good policy → British Columbia Auditor finds costly failings in Province’s first hospital P3 May 23rd, 2011 · Keith Reynolds · 3 Comments · Privatization, P3s & public services, Transparency & accountability A new report by British Columbia’s Auditor General has debunked nearly every benefit claimed so far for public private partnerships (P3s). The Auditor General’s report on a Vancouver Coastal Health Authority (VCHA) project adds to earlier criticisms by his counterparts about failings in P3 hospital projects in Quebec and Ontario.  The BC report, released on May 16th, examines the Vancouver General Hospital Academic Ambulatory Care Centre (AACC), known as the Gordon and Leslie Diamond Health Centre. Opened in 2006, the Centre was the BC Liberal government’s first major health facility to be completed as a P3s.  In the project private corporations invested in the construction in return for guaranteed rent and other payments from the Health Authority for the next 30 years. The Auditor’s report questions claims that P3s are “on time and on budget.”  It raises questions about risk transfer and identifies the high cost of using private investment rather than public borrowing to build public projects. In his report the AG says: Overall, we found that not all of the key value-for-money goals were met.  While the facility was completed on time, the final capitalized value was $123 million – 29% greater than the $95 million capital cost in the project report. While saying the project was “on time,” the AG clarifies that phase two of the project, involving administrative offices on the top two floors, was completed six weeks later than planned. One of the claims for P3 projects is that they can guarantee service quality because the private partner can be penalized for poor performance.  Although the AG found there were mechanisms in place for the Hospital to monitor the performance of the private company: payments under the agreement are not subject to reduction for non-performance as asserted in the project report. The AG questions how the cost of the project was reported.  The project agreement did not actually set a total price the Health Authority would pay.  Instead it created three payment streams that in total allowed the private consortium to cover its design, construction and financing costs over the term of the agreement. These three payment streams were monthly rent from the health authority for space it used, annual rent for the parking area and the private corporation’s right to collect other rents from commercial operations and clinical teaching space.  If the Health Authority had built the facility itself it would have collected those rents itself.  However, the money lost from that rent was not included in the capital cost reported for the VCHA.  Including the value of these payments would have added $38 million to the cost of the project. The AG reports that external stakeholders (government agencies and taxpayers) did not have adequate mechanisms to assess the ongoing results of the project.  Since the original project report no other projects assessments have been completed and none are planned. Finally, the Auditor looked at the additional cost of using private sector investment rather than government borrowing, at least for one aspect of the project.  In February, 2007, the rent the Health Authority paid for space in the project was raised by 8.34% in return for a payment from the company to VCHA of $4 million.  The AG reports that this was in effect a loan from the private corporation to the Health Authority.  He continues: we calculate the cost of borrowing for this transaction at 8.75% for the 30 year term.  Considering that the government’s cost of borrowing for 30 year debt was approximately 4.7% in late 2006, this loan was at a significant premium.  It would have been cost beneficial to access the additional funding through government debt. Over 30 years additional payments because of the higher cost of borrowing for this “loan” would come to nearly $7 million. While the Auditor General in the past has “reviewed” claims for these projects by the government’s privatization agency, Partnerships BC, this is his first independent look at P3 projects.  For BC taxpayers, the first look is not encouraging. The Auditor General’s report has not been covered in the media. Be Sociable, Share! Tags: Auditor General·P3·Vancouver Coastal Health 3 Comments so far ↓ Colleen Fuller // May 24, 2011 at 9:33 am This is a useful report from the AG (and Keith’s synopsis is great). However, I think there are serious flaws in the AG’s assessment of the “value for money” claim associated with P3s. In fact, Doyle mistakenly accepts that this is the sole rationale behind P3 contracts, rather than the underlying motive which is privatization. Lisa Barrett // May 23, 2011 at 9:41 pm Janet makes a very good point about the real transfers of risk to the public through these P3 infrastructure projects. If you follow Keith’s link to the OAG report, you’ll find the name of the consortium that was awarded the hospital contract: Access Health Vancouver (AHA). Macquarie Int’l is a key player in this project and they bought out AMB AMRO’s stake in the deal to the tune of 81%. Macquarie is a global infrastructure behemoth making money from every angle – project recommendations, management, financing, bricks and mortar, long term concession management and ownership. They pushed the RAV (Canada) Line through (when what was needed and planned was the Evergreen Line) and they’ve just dumped their stake in the Sea 2 Sky P3 highway, effectively shredded in Marvin Shaffer’s excellent value for money critique available here on the CCPA reports site. The more shocking trend though is the commodification (a la asset-backed commercial paper and the bundled mortgage meltdown) of infrastructure investment through hedge and pension funds. These funds are pumping up the costs of public infrastructure by demanding a high rate of return for their ‘investment’ that is, ultimately, backed by the citizen and taxpayer through the government or public authority contracting these deals. Laila Yuile has done a good job of tracking down what happens here: http://lailayuile.com/2010/12/22/sea-to-sky-highway-changes-hands-as-macquaries-essential-asset-partnerships-sells-100-of-their-stake-in-the-project/ The worst of it, to my mind, is the willingness of government and union pension fund managers to exacerbate the problem by feeding our futures to these predators. This is a wake up call to bring in the needed regulations to protect the public interest from predatory capital. Concurrently, we need to reform the trust laws that constrain us from making wise and ethical investments that will ensure a robust future, not one stripped bare to the bones. Janet Chalmers // May 23, 2011 at 3:08 pm Sadly, this shows us how short sighted our cash strapped infrastructure projects can be. Can the government not see that without adequately funding health care, education, water & sewage, highways etc. that we end up paying for it all in the end anyway – we’re just paying more. I heard from a reliable source the Port Mann is already $1,million over and it’s not even half built! And our wonderful Abbotsford Hospital came in on budget, just a couple of hundred beds short! And now it’s been sold at least 3 times and is currently owned by a corporation in England? Thank you for taking the time to look at P3′s, let’s not let this information get buried.     Get email updates Recent Posts How public services strengthen the economy Feds and provinces push billions in costs down on to towns and cities If the political will is there, the money is too to settle teachers’ dispute Archives Select Month September 2014 August 2014 July 2014 June 2014 May 2014 April 2014 March 2014 February 2014 January 2014 December 2013 November 2013 October 2013 September 2013 August 2013 July 2013 June 2013 May 2013 April 2013 March 2013 February 2013 January 2013 December 2012 November 2012 October 2012 September 2012 August 2012 July 2012 June 2012 May 2012 April 2012 March 2012 February 2012 January 2012 December 2011 November 2011 October 2011 September 2011 August 2011 July 2011 June 2011 May 2011 April 2011 March 2011 February 2011 January 2011 December 2010 November 2010 October 2010 September 2010 August 2010 July 2010 June 2010 May 2010 April 2010 March 2010 February 2010 January 2010 December 2009 November 2009 October 2009 September 2009 August 2009 May 2009 April 2009 March 2009 February 2009 January 2009 Recent comments John Alvin Pelter on How public services strengthen the economy Janet Hudgins on Feds and provinces push billions in costs down on to towns and cities Linda Coulter on Why teachers are still striking Tags accountability Auditor General budget campaign carbon tax childcare child poverty children Climate change deficit Economy Education employment forestry FPTP greenhouse gas health care costs homelessness housing HST inequality Liberals living wage minimum wage NDP oil and gas Olympics P3 platform Port Mann poverty poverty reduction recession recovery role of government seniors service cuts stimulus STV & electoral reform tax cuts Taxes transportation unemployment welfare Women Blogroll Alan Cassels: Where Media and Medicine Meet BC Citizens for Public Power Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives Hook Keeping It Real Left Coast Livable Blog Murray Dobbin Paying Attention Progressive Economics Forum Public Eye Online Rabble Sightline Daily Tyee Vancouver Sun's Community of Interest © 2009 CCPA Policy Note — Powered by Wordpress, Cutline template by Chris Pearson, designed and built by Terra Poirier and Sarah Leavitt.)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Foster parents are ordinary people engaged in extraordinary acts of kindness. Join the team! http://t.co/6jUkcsOp6V" @Teresa_Wat - 04:31pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "RT @nationalpost: Tories' temporary foreign worker overhaul is 'tragically misdirected': Christy Clark http://t.co/EV5YPyV9lC" @John_Yap - 02:49pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9100,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept./Oct. 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, No. 1, Sept./Oct. 2003 Quelle est votre culture de l’évaluation ? by Paule Desgroseilliers D’abord, précisons ce qu’on entend par culture de l’évaluation. Vie pédagogique nous propose la définition suivante : ´ C’est le fait d’examiner en équipe les résultats des élèves, de s’interroger sur les facteurs qui les ont conditionnés, de formuler des hypothèses d’action, de les réajuster en cours de route et même de dégager de cette activité systématique ses propres besoins de perfectionnement... ª (2002) L’évaluation est une réflexion sur l’effort et l’habileté de l’élève et permet à l’enseignant de questionner sa pratique pédagogique. L’enseignant a-t-il utilisé les stratégies les plus efficaces pour évaluer le progrès de chacun des élèves ; a-t-il présenté une gamme de stratégies pour rejoindre les différents styles d’apprentissage et les intelligences multiples ? L’enseignant a-t-il accordé assez de temps pour permettre à tous les élèves de pratiquer les nouvelles compétences afin d’assurer la réussite de tous et chacun ? Voilà quelques questions à se poser en début d’année scolaire au moment de la planification et à reprendre à la suite de la première évaluation formelle de l’année. Les réponses à ces questions permettront de faire un retour sur ses instruments de mesure, de prendre conscience de certaines lacunes et d’identifier les moyens à sa disposition pour se perfectionner. L’impact de l’évaluation est énorme. C’est une pression de plus qu’on ajoute aux élèves. Ces derniers perçoivent leurs notes comme un jugement de qui ils sont et celles-ci contribuent à l’image qu’ils ont d’eux-mêmes. Pour certains, les notes stimulent vers une plus grande concentration tandis que pour d’autres, les notes deviennent un outil de désespoir surtout s’ils ont mis beaucoup d’effort. De là le besoin de bien connaître ses élèves et de bien réfléchir aux commentaires émis lors des évaluations. Dans certains cas, les notes peuvent devenir un outil de harcèlement si celles-ci sont affichées ou annoncées à toute la classe. Pour les parents, les notes sont une indication du progrès de leur enfant et certains, qu’on le veuille ou non, les utilisent pour comparer. Pourquoi, alors, ne pas offrir une séance d’information aux parents en début d’année pour clarifier le but et les objectifs des différents instruments d’évaluation. De nombreux parents ne valorisent que les résultats d’examens ou de tests et accordent moins d’importance aux instruments tels que les projets, les travaux manuels, l’observation et l’autoévaluation. L’évaluation est une obligation professionnelle. Chaque enseignant est responsable du résultat de ses élèves. Cependant, il faut tenir compte de la réalité du milieu dans lequel on travaille et des facteurs externes qui influent sur l’apprentissage. De là l’importance d’avoir une équipe-école qui vise le même but : bien encadrer chaque élève afin d’assurer la réussite scolaire. L’enseignant a une tâche complexe par rapport à l’évaluation : planifier ce processus éducatif et ensuite juger ce processus. C’est lui qui prépare les instruments d’évaluation et qui détermine la note. De ce fait, il est bon de se rappeler la portée de ses compétences en matière d’évaluation et en même temps les limites de ses compétences. De ces limites surgit le besoin de développer une analyse réflexive de sa pratique et de permettre à d’autres de questionner une pratique d’évaluation qui s’éloigne des référentiels qui guident la pédagogie courante. Le processus d’évaluation, c’est rendre compte à d’autres, mais c’est aussi rendre compte à soi-même. What is your evaluation culture? First, let us define what we mean by an evaluation culture in a school. Vie pédagogique, an educational magazine published for teachers in Québec, offers the following definition: It is the examination by teams of colleagues of students’ results, the inquiry into the factors that have contributed to those results, the articulation of hypotheses for follow-up action, and the subsequent realignment of those actions. This systematic process often leads to the recognition of professional needs in the area of evaluation...(2002, free translation) An evaluation is a reflection on the effort and ability of a student, and at the same time, it allows the teacher to question his or her practice. Were the most efficient strategies used to evaluate the progress of each student? Were various strategies offered to meet the different learning styles and the multiple intelligences? Was each student given enough time to practise the new skills in order to be successful? These are only some of the questions teachers need to consider when planning an instructional unit and when reflecting on the attainment of learning outcomes after a formal reporting period. Answers to these questions provide an opportunity to examine selected assessment tools, to recognize certain shortfalls, and to identify ways to hone assessment and evaluation skills. Students view evaluation as an additional pressure imposed on them. Marks contribute to students’ self-image for they see their results as a judgment on who they are. Therefore, it is crucial to know one’s students and to be very thoughtful of comments included in formal and informal reports. For some students, marks are an incentive to work harder; for others, marks are a weapon of despair especially if they have put great effort into their school work. In certain instances, when marks are posted or announced in class, some students use them to harass their peers. Teachers hope that parents will view marks as an indication of the progress of their child and avoid using them to compare their child with other students. An information session for parents at the beginning of the school year to explain the purpose of different assessment and evaluation tools is always beneficial. Too many parents overrate the results of tests and exams and underestimate the value of other assessment tools such as projects, manual work, observation, and self-evaluation. Assessing and evaluating is a professional obligation. Each teacher is responsible for the results of his or her students. Having said that, a teacher needs to consider the reality of the social milieu of the school as well as other external factors that can influence learning in that particular environment (thus the importance of having a school team that shares a common goal: to structure learning in such a way that success is within reach for every child). When teachers evaluate, they undertake a complex task: not only do they plan the educational process but they also judge the process. The teacher selects the methods of assessment and evaluation and determines the mark. It is important to remember the scope of one’s assessment and evaluation skills as well as one’s limitations in this regard. Cognizant of these limitations, a teacher will want to reflect on his or her assessment and evaluation practices and allow others to question a particular practice distant from current pedagogy. After all, the evaluation process means not only being accountable to students, parents, and the school system but also being accountable to oneself as a professional. Paule Desgroseilliers is an assistant director in the BCTF’s Professional and Social Issues Division (French Programs & Services). Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=18240&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 6, April 2009  AGM ’09: Key decisions By David Denyer In setting course for next year, the 2009 AGM made a number of decisions on future directions. Prominent amongst these was a vote to leave the Learning Round Table, which has failed to provide any support or resources needed to improve the teaching and learning conditions in BC classrooms. Related to this decision, a recommendation was adopted asking locals to undertake an audit of specialist services and staffing resources needed for September 2009 to support the submission of needs budgets to the provincial government. The campaign opposing the census administration of the FSA will continue with a call upon the government to implement a two-year moratorium on all standardized tests including the Grade 10, 11, and 12 provincial exams. Additionally, the government will be asked to establish a Testing and Assessment Task Force to examine existing provincial and local assessment instruments and practices. Bargaining was a major item of discussion affirming the need to re-establish full, free, and local collective bargaining. A planning framework was approved that involves an examination of benefits, prep time, and strategies, with a timeline for a report back to the Winter 2009 RA. Teachers teaching on call were active in voicing their concerns on availability of work, call-out procedures, and the reasons for retired teachers returning to work as TTOCs. The BCTF will investigate and make recommendations for addressing these issues, with a report back to the 2010 AGM. Full, equitable provision of Kindergarten programs based on sound, early-learning principles and a broad-based curriculum, dovetailing with community childcare and government services, was recommended. The frequency, scope, and quantity of IRP and Prescribed Learning Outcome revisions will be examined by the BCTF, and recommendations brought back to the Fall RA. In addition, the protection of teacher autonomy was highlighted in motions advising members not to be engaged in any action or decision that impinges on the professional judgment of teachers, particularly in regard to pedagogical practice, assessment, and reporting. The need to further enhance responsible investing of the Teachers’ Pension Plan was affirmed. It was also resolved that the BCTF investigate possible alternatives using technology systems that would reduce the use of paper at all major BCTF functions with a report back to the 2009 Fall RA. The AGM delegates elected the new BCTF Executive Committee for 2009–10: President Irene Lanzinger (Vancouver), 1st Vice-president Susan Lambert (Burnaby), 2nd Vice-president Jim Iker (Burns Lake), Members-at-large: Michelle Davies (Central Okanagan), Rick Guenther (Abbotsford), Glen Hansman (Vancouver), Jill McCaffery (Mt. Arrowsmith), Teri Mooring (Quesnel), Fred Robertson (Vancouver Island North), Christine Stewart (Vancouver), and Robert Tarswell (Princeton). BCTF Honorary Life Memberships were awarded to: Susan Crowley (Prince Rupert), Veronica DeLorme (Prince Rupert), Chris Johns (Cranbrook), and Ken Novakowski (BCTF executive director). The GA Fergusson Memorial Award was presented to Elsie McMurphy (Saanich) and the Stewart Schon Health & Safety Award was presented to Lynne Sinclair (Surrey). Recommendation 21(a)—Membership fee was passed: That for the 2009–10 membership year, the fee for those who are members under By-law 1.1(a) shall be 1.45% of the actual salary of the member, allocated as follows: 1.31% General operating fund 0.07% Collective Bargaining Defence Fund 0.04% Public Education Defence Fund 0.02% Provincial Bargaining Fund 0.01% Contingency Fund except that the fee for active members who are teachers teaching on call shall be 0.36% of the actual salary of the member allocated in the same ratio as above. – David Denyer)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=20186,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 3, November/December 2009  PITA’s year of professional support a success story By Ray Myrtle and Rita Tedesco PITA’s new Year of Professional Support, which begins with the Start UP! Series was recently provided to more than 120 early career teachers. Participants received practical suggestions about how to start up their classes in four days of workshops in Kelowna, Surrey, and Burnaby. This Start UP series consisted of eight workshops held over four days during August and September. Workshop presenters from around BC shared their valuable expertise and resources. For example, Elaine Jaltema introduced teachers to her version of literature circles that encourage all children to read and that require no after-school marking. Ann-Marie Hunter described the way she starts up her math program and provided each participant with a Math Basics CD from Trevor Cawkins’ Power of Ten program. Other fantastic workshops suggested ways to build routines in the first week of school and how to efficiently plan for the year. Workshop topics included French, socials, science, and various other intermediate subjects much to the appreciation of the participants. The Start UP! series comprises the first part of the year for the Year of Professional Support (YPS) Program designed to provide practical help to early career teachers with unit planning and lesson preparation. PITA has been responsible for the launch of this much-needed program with the support of the ministry and BCTF locals in Surrey, Delta, Kelowna, and Abbotsford. Feedback from the first part of the program indicated that participants have found the workshops highly useful and that they would recommend the workshops and the YPS program to others. “Thanks again for a wonderful day of workshops. I am amazed at the dedication and generous sharing of time and talents.” said one Start UP participant, Marie Frick. The next phase of the YPS is the Build UP series, which includes eight specific building blocks for creating a strong intermediate program. Held during four more Saturdays, the program begins on November 21 through to April 10. These include topics such as starting a writing program in the language arts using picture books and teaching data analysis on other subjects such as math, PE, French, art, and so on. Altogether, the Start UP! and Build UP! portions of the YPS program provide year-long support through 16 specific workshops over eight days. The program is helping early career teachers to successfully build up their program by providing best-practice strategies, great ideas, and specific resources that help early career teachers save precious time with planning, marking, and gathering materials and ideas. The most valuable part of YPS is the support that teachers receive through the relationship building that is achieved by attending workshops, learning from teachers with expertise, and the sharing of resources and ideas through the YPS Wiki. The most positive of our learning experiences are often those that are shared. YPS is doing just that. Early career teachers learn and grow together through a supportive program that ensures that its teachers go back to the classroom with useful tools and great ideas that will help them be the best teachers they can be for their students. Ray Myrtle and Rita Tedesco, Provincial Intermediate Teachers’ Association, PITA. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=10134,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 5, April 2003 Re-turning again: A continued in-dwelling midst questions of student achievement PART 3 by Laura Wood Richter Recently I had the privilege of spending the morning as a helper in a classroom with Grade 1s and 2s. Their morning revolved around rigorous engagement with literacy. Students were discussing language, they were writing, and they were reading. Children read to adults, and to each other, books they had chosen from within the classroom. One little boy struggling with the text in the book whose content he had been drawn to, was supported by his student partner who listened and waited each time a challenging word was encountered before he asked if his help was wanted. Here one child sustained himself midst struggle, persevering with difficult text while another offered such a depth of respect for both the child struggling and the value of the struggle he was engaged in. And the teacher, who had nurtured and held open a space with a quality of tension beckoning such movement, had withdrawn–conferring in her presence, as she moved amongst students engaged in literature, an absence that allowed the students space for their unique experiences of what it means to become literate. And when this time was over and snack time had begun, students remained engaged with their books, some children continuing to read while others shared with children alongside them the book they had chosen to take home that night. And how is student achievement to be measured in such a place? How are we to understand data here? Perhaps a re-turn to the root of measurement will situate us in a space helpful to our considerations. Measurement comes from the Greek, metros meaning the beat and rhythm of the earth. Measurement of student achievement so grounded springs forth from an inner sense of quality that we all hold. This is a rigorous form of measurement informed by history and tradition while open to regeneration. It is neither a pedocentric "everything is good" nor a gericentric "it is only good if it can be made to be exactly the same as what has already come before." And teacher and students work together to support movement such that greater levels of quality are the focus of rigor and scholarliness. In a classroom valuing a qualitative understanding of student achievement, the teacher’s interest is deeply rooted in the students’ experiences of education. In such a classroom, we will find the teacher knowing how his/her students are doing. We will find him/her able to competently assess where his/her students stand in relation to signposts set out by the Ministry of Education outside the use of exams concerned with the one correct answer. The teacher’s ways of knowing about student achievement will be supported by a rigorous assessment of data concerned with student involvement in classroom activities. Exams and assignments will be open-ended with a deep interest in where each student stands in his or her level of sophistication midst curricular expectations, the student’s place of standing informing the pedagogue’s choices for continuing leadership. Student questions, responses, reading, writing, and drawings provide depths of insight into, not only the student’s standing in relation to signposts set forth by the Ministry of Education, but also the student’s experience of standing midst these expectations. And an attunement to students’ experiences guiding the movement in the classroom leads to a classroom responsive to the life it houses. Qualitative data, rigorously collected and recorded by the teacher, can be expressed anecdotally. This is a complex form of data collection relying on a pedagogical attunement and watchfulness deeply concerned with the place where each student stands in-between the expectations set forth by the Ministry of Education, by the teacher, by the student, by the student’s family, and by the larger community. This is a subjective form of data collection honouring the teacher’s ability to stand pedagogically alert to his/her accountability to Ministry-mandated expectations together with an accountability to each of the irreducibly unique beings that he or she is entrusted to lead. In the words of David Jardine, "This is the balancing act of pedagogy: to retain the exquisiteness of this child’s life while at once cracking it open into the textures of the Earth." (Wild Hearts, Silent Traces and the Journeys of Lament. Unpublished document.) It is important here to draw attention to the reality that quantitative measures of student achievement are also subjective measures, their subjectivity grounded in arbitrary choices made in their construction and in the evaluation of their results; processes of choosing which questions to ask (and which to leave out) and processes of determining how student responses will be rated and weighted are arbitrary choices made by human beings. Teachers require support in adopting forms of measurement springing forth from responses to the unique particularities of this child in this time grounded in time-honoured understandings of quality and achievement. Such support requires an honouring of the risks teachers are willing to take in giving up the authoritarian stance that comes with only asking those questions for which we already know the answers. An emphasis on quantitative measures of student achievement undermines such an honouring. This is not to say that we are not valuing the attainment of factual information and the learning of skills, but rather that facts and skills are best learned in contexts meaningful to the students and that they are not ends in themselves but rather the means for embarking on open-ended journeys, journeys that offer hope for the continued survival of human beings. It is to say that when we speak of student achievement in terms of reaching specific, measurable goals we are missing out much of what education is about and we must take care not to extinguish possibilities for vibrant movement, for a leading out, in our enthusiasm for quantitative data. We are called to be mindful that an enthusiasm for quantifiable education poses a risk of undermining experiences of quality education. Laura Wood Richter is a former teacher whose children have just entered the school system. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/06/attn-bctf-why-i-will-be-voting-no.html?showComment0751340843264231,Staffroom Confidential: Attn: BCTF - Why I will be voting no Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Wednesday, June 27, 2012 Attn: BCTF - Why I will be voting no Many of us were surprised to hear this morning that a tentative agreement has been reached between BCTF and BCPSEA.  Although I certainly appreciate the time and commitment of our table officers, who concluded the negotiations with Jago, I don't believe it is a good deal and I don't think we should accept it. I will be voting no and encouraging others to vote no. Although I am pleased that the concessions are gone, none of the bargaining objectives that teachers brought to the table have been addressed. In particular, this agreement fails to address class size and class composition issues, and it fails to address a fair salary increase or adequate preparation time for teachers. Teachers began this bargaining round with the lowest wages in Western Canada, and we will fall further behind with two years of zeros. We began with preparation time of 90 minutes per week for elementary teachers, compared to 240 in Ontario, and we will see no improvements in this area. Next year, teachers will face larger classes with the class size averages and class composition limits removed under Bill 22. There will be ever greater numbers of students with significant learning needs. Teachers will not have adequate time to meet the needs of individual students. Nothing in this agreement addresses these concerns for working and learning conditions and that is a loss for both teachers and students. A colleague of mine, Becky Blair, President of the Creston Valley Teachers' Association, will also be voting no. Here are her reasons: We need to NOT ratify this – it is not good enough for our students.  We are exhausted because of our class composition issues, we are underpaid, we do not have enough prep time, and on and on.  Yes, we avoided the post and fill pick and choose scenario.  But dodging that bullet does not mean it will be dead – it will come back....  We are letting our students down, our brothers and sisters are left in the cold while we warm our hands by the meagre fire of the wee improvements fought so hard for.  We need to send a huge slam back to them – our bargaining team was working as hard as they could, and brought back the best they could.  But I love them enough to send them back again with a resounding NO to ratification. Please ask yourself if good enough is what we want. Wearing my “Kids Matter, Teachers Care” shirt today.  And, yes, we do. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 2:34 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 7 comments: JSALLJune 27, 2012 at 5:27 PM Another reason to vote "NO" is a political one. This agreement will win some votes for the Liberals and the general public will view this deal as us being happy no matter what Susan says. In a year from now when we go to renegotiate the public will think that we are whining again and settled for better benefits and think of us as being greedy when that is not the case. I will also too be voting "No".ReplyDelete Skinny DipperJune 27, 2012 at 5:54 PM Unfortunately, BC government's proposal would have hurt good teachers--those that are willing to challenge their administration when things go wrong. Principals would be able to fire those good teachers. If I were a BC teacher, I would be voting "no" to this tentative agreement. Even if there is no agreed settlement, it will send a signal to the government that the teachers' workplace will not resume to normal.ReplyDelete mischiefJune 27, 2012 at 7:05 PM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete maskwaJune 27, 2012 at 11:15 PM No for meReplyDelete UnknownJune 27, 2012 at 11:52 PM No is the way to go...ridiculous to think we went on strike for nothing. Bruce Cockburn once said, "The trouble with normal is it always gets worse!' This is not normal...this is on the way to worse!ReplyDelete UnknownJune 28, 2012 at 8:02 AM As my mom would say, be careful what you wish for. While I agree no sounds good, I really don't think an imposed contract would be healthy for us either. I think if the Liberals and CC get the chance to impose a contract it would be a nasty piece of business. Better the devil you know? @cageytoddReplyDelete 2enrangedJune 28, 2012 at 5:58 PM A 51% rejection would be, in my opinion, the best of the worst. Check with your counterparts..one vote yes, one vote no.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ▼  June (9) Will the NDP be better for teachers? More reasons for a "no" vote Attn: BCTF - Why I will be voting no School choice and special needs Why did Scott Walker win? Personalized learning, choice, and democracy Solidarity with Quebec students Why seniority matters Is "no zeros" just gaming the stats? ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=29562,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > April 2013 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 25, Number 6, April 2013   A legacy that must change  By Glen Hansman   May 30, 1966, The Vancouver Sun carried a one-page feature that boldly proclaimed “Education taking new turns in a world of change: Emphasis for youth must be on how to think.” The article describes the computer as the pacesetter in what has become an “age of rapid technological and social change.” Anxiety about this rapid change is the rationale provided for much of what follows in the article. It is up to the education system to “prepare people to cope with the economic, social, and psychological problems mushrooming around them.” The conclusion is that BC must make a “complete break with traditional education and its rigid conception of organization, curriculum, timetabling, and teaching methods.” Education must now be “available at various times and institutions offering varied programs.” The standard school calendar and schedule are things of the past, and “[t]raditional emphasis on teaching facts must give way to stimulating thinking.” Why? Because in an era of where there is an “explosion of knowledge,” the curriculum must shift away from “teachers supplying students with factual knowledge to students discovering the knowledge for themselves.” This change in curriculum is mirrored by a swing away from “textbooks and teacher lectures to [the] use of a wide variety of communications media and teaching techniques.” The article itself is accompanied by a photograph depicting the new technological marvel in education—the overhead projector. Trades and technology programs are cited, as is the need for continuous education throughout a person’s lifetime given the likelihood that most working adults will need to be retrained several times. Printed on the same page (no coincidence, surely!) is a paid advertisement from what was then called the Department of Education, proudly proclaiming that “British Columbia leads in the improvement and expansion of educational opportunities?” The Socred Minister of Education Hon L.R. Peterson, is shown in a photograph above text that highlights the government’s record on education: “The facts speak for themselves: the educational level of British Columbia’s population is the highest in Canada and nowhere are the educational opportunities greater.” In fact, “Thirty-one percent of the total provincial revenue for this fiscal year will be devoted to further improvement and expansion in this important field of human betterment.” If much of the above language seems familiar, you’re not imagining things. Other than the 31% figure, much of what is proclaimed as bold, new, and necessary in the 1966 Vancouver Sun article is eerily similar to what is proclaimed as bold, new, and necessary in the BC Education Plan. The themes and anxious language are nearly identical. Some of the themes and language have been repackaged with newer monikers we’re all familiar with: personalization, personalized learning, educational transformation, 21st Century Learning, etc. Some aren’t as new. The “flexibility and choice” mantra of the BC Liberal government has been at play since at least the Public Education Flexibility & Choice Act, rushed through by Christy Clark as minister of education in 2002 and declared unconstitutional by the BC Supreme Court in 2011. The phrase continues to be used by the ministry and is sprinkled throughout the BC Education Plan. Teachers’ experience has shown that “flexibility and choice” is simply code for cutting teaching jobs and services to kids, closing schools, and shifting more public funds to independent schools and other private interests. Corporate and business involvement in pushing for change in public education isn’t new either—but as others have pointed out in recent issues of Teacher newsmagazine, corporate and business involvement in BC’s education system perhaps hasn’t been quite as overt until recent times. Public education in BC is being offered up as something ripe for the picking for Pearson, Cisco, IBM, Apple, Dell, Microsoft, and others—not just those affiliated with the Global Education Leaders’ Program, Canadians for 21st Century Learning & Innovation, Partnership for 21st Century Skills, and the Premier’s Technology Council. Yes, there have been several attempts at education change since the 1960s, and things certainly haven’t been at a standstill. BC teachers have weathered enough change to be extremely suspicious about education fads—and especially about government-led education change. The concessions brought by government to the provincial bargaining table in the last round were brought in the name of the BC Education Plan, and were clumsily written, had no funding or other resources to support them, would have had extremely negative effects on teachers’ work lives and professional practice. It appears that the reason why the concessions were brought to the table, and remained on the table so long, was not to solve any real issue in schools but rather for the government to leverage the “bad teacher” narrative as a PR move to deflect accusations that they are doing nothing to address class size, class composition, special education, and funding issues properly. Using FSAs as a political tool has been reconfirmed in the internal BC Liberal document that was leaked in late February 2013; it outlined how party insiders and government staff would align their efforts and use government resources to win over ethnic voters. In addition to cynical “quick wins” like apologizing for past wrongs, the memo cites the NDP’s promise to eliminate the FSA as something that might be “unpopular in ethnic communities” and therefore something that could be used as a wedge issue. There is little attempt made at this point for anyone at the provincial level to maintain the pretence that there are educational motivations behind the FSA. Political choices matter more. Education funding is another political choice. The government plans to keep the public education budget frozen for another three years and BC schools will get no relief from chronic underfunding. Once again, block funding for public education will be flat at $4.7 billion even as costs rise significantly across the system. With increasing costs for school districts, a flat line in block funding means further cuts in school districts across BC in the weeks ahead. We need to move BC back up to the national average in terms of education funding. According to Statistics Canada, BC is last on seven key education funding measures including the following: BC has the lowest per-student funding in Canada—almost $1,000 per student below the national average. BC has the worst student-educator ratio in Canada. This means there are more students per teacher than anywhere else in the country. While public school enrolment declined across Canada, only BC cut teaching positions. All other provinces hired more teachers and invested more in public education. Since last spring, the BC Liberal government has been touting its Learning Improvement Fund (LIF), which is supposed to provide additional services to students with special needs. This year’s budget document, which is essentially a re-announcement of the LIF, states that the fund has been used to hire 500 more teachers, but the BCTF has seen no corresponding increase in the teaching force. The fund is no substitute for the guaranteed support levels that were taken away by unconstitutional legislation in 2002. Children who began Kindergarten that year now have gone through their entire school careers in larger classes, with less support for special needs, and with fewer counsellors, librarians, and other specialist teachers to help them along the way. Despite all the government hype about education reform, there is no money in the budget for any new initiatives, such as much-needed enhancements to Aboriginal education, or trades and technology in schools. The flat-lined budget also fails to acknowledge that teachers are currently in negotiations for a new collective agreement. At the bargaining table, we’re looking for a fair deal for teachers and better support for kids. Teachers have won their rights once again to bargain class size and class composition, and government needs to be prepared to deal with these issues at the table, and bring the resources necessary to do so. The huge gap between BC teachers’ salaries and other teachers in the rest of Canada, is also something that must be addressed. Teachers understand that problems are not going to be solved over night, but there needs to be a meaningful plan to restore services and resolve the many outstanding issues. Not everything is solved by an election. Whoever forms government in May will have a lot to deal with—on the revenue and on the expenditure side of the government ledger. But in the lead-up to the election, as well as post-election, the BCTF will be continuing to share the teachers’ plan for public education—our Better Schools For BC platform, which is available in hardcopy and in an interactive online format at www.betterschoolsbc.ca   There must be a change in government. Last spring, BC teachers voted to organize local-by-local to work for a change in government, and though the past few years have been trying and tiring, we are motivated. It is clear that restoring services and resolving so many issues is not going to occur under a BC Liberal government. The worst per-student education funding, worst student-educator ratio, dismal record on child poverty, unconstitutional legislation removing class-size and class-composition provisions, accelerated privatization and corporatization of public education and other public services, continued legislative attacks on teachers, and erosion of public education and public services as a whole in the province—this is not a legacy that should be allowed to continue. Glen Hansman, BCTF second vice-president   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/ResearchReports.aspx?id=5618&printPage=true,BCTF > 97ei03, Staff Committee Research Project  	BCTF Research Reports  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Research Reports BCTF Research Report Section XII 97-EI-03 Staff Committee Research Project The following is the text of the Introduction to the BCTF Research "Staff Committee Project: A Study of Staff Committees in Five Schools." A copy of the entire report may be obtained by contacting Charlie Naylor or Anne Field in the Research Department at the BCTF. School governance structures are being redefined in a number of Canadian provinces. In New Brunswick, school boards have been abolished, a move which is being considered in Ontario. In B.C., with the amalgamation of school districts, and in the context of increased centralization of the school system, governance structures are being re-examined. Changed governance is being introduced in other provinces to save money. One argument is that by centralizing decision-making, governing structures which exist at the local level become increasingly irrelevant and costly, so that by removing them duplication is avoided and less money is spent. Such simplistic yet persuasive arguments have resulted in the removal of long-standing democratic structures which have promoted community and employee input to decision-making. It can be argued that such changes reflect an international context of ideological change. In a recent paper on governance I argued that: It should not be assumed that changes in governance spring from desire for efficiencies or that the rhetoric of what they claim to state actually reflects the reality of what they may eventually mean. On an international level some of the most significant changes in governance which increase site-based governance at the expense of school boards have stemmed from two of the most reactionary governments in the western world: the United Kingdom and New Zealand. While the NDP is hardly in the same mold, significant changes to the B.C. educational governance structure may unwittingly unleash many of the same forces which have decimated the educational governance systems of new Zealand and England/Wales. The purpose of such governments in introducing new governance structures is not to increase empowerment but to destroy any district with a different ideology to that of the central government and to break the perceived power of teacher unions. Thus it can be argued that the twin strands of economics and ideology drive current changes in educational governance structures, which include proposals for abolition of district influence accompanied by some form of site-based management. Most of the changes are "top-down" initiatives. Central governing bodies claim that they wish to devolve power, a claim that might be treated with some scepticism. One might reasonably question what form of "devolutionî might come from such groups or why their members should elaborately and cheerfully plan their own demise. There appears to be a fundamental contradiction: why should those who manage or govern abdicate their power? The simple answer is that they don't, but they change the nature of governance or management in such ways that real power is maintained by the centre, as before, but far more responsibility is devolved. In this scenario those lower in the power structures make decisions with minor budget amounts while major budgets are decided centrally. They also potentially make difficult and unpopular decisions which appear separate from the strait jacket of fiscal control imposed by the central authority, be the authority a national government, a provincial government, or a school district. One might also believe that districts with substantially "devolved" structures would substantially reduce their central staff, but according to the recent Leithwood and Menzies (1996) report on school-based management: "Remarkably few studies indicate a changing role for central office staff or any downsizing in central administration." This would seem irrational. How can "management" be devolved but the central district administrations stay the same in terms of role or size? Governance changes are dressed in a rhetoric that suggests empowerment and innovation. It has been stated that site-based management is capable of "alleviating the morale-diminishing and effort-reducing effect of strong central control" (David (1989), quoted in Reitzug and Capper (1996) ). There appears minimal evidence from the research that those supposedly empowered actually believe that they have been emancipated, or that their power extends into any area of significance. Even some researchers appear to have bought in to such rhetoric in preference to reflecting a range of reactions to governance changes. The study of Langley's site-based management model by Brown and Ozembloski (1996) portrays a district "characterized by substantial discontent in the late 1970s" which now appears to have undertaken "voluntary district reform" through site-based management. The purported outcome of this reform -- a district with consensus that the imposed model is appropriate -- is news to many teachers and to the local teachers' association, whose many concerns with the current governance structure are not reflected in this research. If changes with governance structures have predominantly been top-down, what of other governance structures that have been promoted by teachers rather than senior district staff? One such structure is the concept of Staff Committees, which has been a key initiative supported by teachers. Staff Committees essentially aim to increase teachers' collective role in the governance of schools. Some Staff Committees consist only of teachers and others include school-based administrators. Various styles of Staff Committees exist, some with a strong governance role and others more advisory in nature. Few districts are supportive of Staff Committees which govern schools, as most believe that such committees should play an advisory role only. Hence there is still a gulf between what most districts view as devolved power and what is preferred by some teachers. Districts with a form of devolved governance want school personnel to advise on decisions in ways that comply with district parameters, or they want a school administrator who is essentially the business agent of the district to carry out the management role. The latter is devolution of a sort but hardly empowering to anybody but the agent. Nevertheless, a number of districts have agreed to contract language which enables the establishment of Staff Committees in schools. District trustees or managers rarely appear excited with or enthused by any governance model they have not developed. While the same argument could be said of teachers, it is reasonable to argue that those to whom decision-making is theoretically being transferred should have a greater say in the form it takes. However, not all teachers support increased teacher governance in schools, believing that involvement in governance detracts from what they see as their essentially pedagogical role. The separation of teacher views on governance from the concept of participation in governance is unexplored territory. It remains unclear whether some teachers are concerned about the concept of increased teacher governance or about their potential involvement in governing, In exploring the practices of a number of Staff Committees during this project it is clear that at least in some of the sites described, teachers are satisfied with the structures and choose their level of participation in ways that are manageable for them and which allow the committees to function effectively. The BCTF Members' Guide states the purposes of Staff Committees to be: to promote democratic decision-making in schools to ensure greater commitment to decisions to enhance professionalism and the quality of teaching While the language of such purposes may at first sight appear neutral, it reflects philosophies and values which stress greater teacher control of educational processes. Promotion of democratic decision-making challenges hierarchical systems of organization and management. As such, Staff Committees may be seen as problematic by managers and governors. However, the development of Staff Committees reflects not only a desire to increase teacher influence but also stresses teachers' responsibility and professionalism, by encouraging teachers to participate in consideration of organizational and policy issues which affect students' learning and teachers' work. BCTF policy reflects a belief that such participation is a valid form of professional engagement. Policy provides a rationale for the existence of Staff Committees. Building on policy has involved both the negotiation of language in collective agreements and the work of many locals and BCTF staff to support the development of Staff Committees through training and facilitation. The Staff Committee project is a collaborative project involving teachers and BCTF Research staff. The impetus for BCTF Research to initiate this study came from the BCTF "Report of the Task Force on Changing Roles and Responsibilities of School Personnel," which recommended: "that the BCTF institute a program of support for locals and school staffs in developing and improving the operation of staff committees." (page 77) The Case Study project is the BCTF Research contribution to meeting this recommendation. We have two aims in writing the Case Studies. By describing Staff Committees we can more closely identify key components and good practices. By finding such components and practices, other school staffs may consider a variety of approaches to developing or improving their own Staff Committees. The second aim is to assist the BCTF to develop new Staff Committee training materials. The Case Studies show that there are many forms of Staff Committees existing in BC schools. In some schools the whole staff may be the Staff Committee, while in others a smaller elected group exists. Some committees have a governance role while others are advisory in nature. There is much to learn from the examples of Staff Committees that teachers have shared and documented, including concepts, processes, and skills. The reports are written by teachers with the support of BCTF Research staff. Each teacher involved in the project was provided with release time, initial research training, and on-going support as required. By involving teachers as the central research agents we hope to further promote the concept of teachers as researchers and to bring the skills and knowledge of practitioners to the heart of the research process. Charlie Naylor, BCTF Research References BCTF (1994). Report of the Task Force on Changing Roles and Responsibilities of School Personnel. Brown, D. J., Ozembloski, L.W. (1996). One Canadian District's Road to Substantial School-Based Management. International Journal of Educational Reform, vol. 5 no. 4. Leithwood, K., Menzies, T. (1996). The Knowledge Base for Educational Reform, prepared for the Ontario Ministry of Education. Naylor, C. (1996). Governance in the BC Education System, internal BCTF brief. Reitzug U. C., Capper, C.A. (1996). Deconstructing Site-Based Management: Possibilities for Emancipation and Alternative Means of Control. International Journal of Educational Reform, vol. 5 no. 1.)
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(20141003,commonsensecanadian.ca,http://commonsensecanadian.ca/bc-liberal-legacy-a-huge-debt-burden/,BC Liberal Legacy: A Huge Debt Burden -The Common Sense CanadianThe Common Sense Canadian BC Liberal Legacy: A Huge Debt Burden -The Common Sense Canadian Home Donate On-line or By Mail Right Now! Participate Suggest an article Suggest a video About Us About The Common Sense Canadian Privacy Policy Easy Reading Tips Subscribe Contact Us               Energy & Resources Oil&Gas Pipelines and Supertankers Tar Sands Fracking LNG Coal Logging and Forests Renewables Mining Coal Mining Metals and Minerals Canadian Mining Abroad Nuclear Oceans Fisheries Ocean Health Salmon Farming and Aquaculture WATER Hydropower Water and Hydrocarbons Privatization Scarcity Food Farmland and Food Security GMO Organic & Local Climate Change Carbon Tax – Cap and Trade Climate Science Geoengineering Urban & Transport Economics More… Health and Environment Media Species At Risk First Nations Politics Canada Western Canada International         Tweet Pin It   BC Liberal Legacy: A Huge Debt Burden 11 Posted April 22, 2013 by Erik Andersen in Economics Former BC Premier Gordon Campbell with his Finance Minister Colin Hansen It might be instructive to the citizens of BC to have a financial report card on their Provincial Government before casting their vote in the coming election. A good starting point is the 2001 publication by Gordon Campbell and the BC Liberal Party titled “A Vision for Hope & Prosperity for the next Decade and beyond”. Ten “visions” were presented – numbers 9 and 10 are of particular interest: 9. The most open, accountable and democratic government in Canada. 10. Responsible, accountable management of your public resources and tax dollars. It is generally known that our government tasked BC Hydro to contract with Independent Power Producers (IPPs) for new electricity generation. These contracts are for lengthy terms and billions of dollars in payment obligations. Contrary to “Vision 9” the government made these contracts secret as shown by a reply from the BC Utilities Commission dated December 29, 2009: “Pursuant to Section 71 of the Utilities Commission Act, we are unable to fulfill your request as the Agreement [contract] was filed explicitly in confidence by BC Hydro.” Because these contracts have been made secret it means we can speculate as to why. The most obvious reason is that the government knows the IPP contracts are not in the best interests of the public. That in turn means they are very much in the interests of private investors who wish to get a “free ride” on the citizens of BC. It is highly likely these contracts will be with us for 20-40 years and while we pay off the cost of this infrastructure, we likely earn no ownership in the end. Nice work if you can find it. Next, let’s take a look at what the BC Auditor General had to say about BC Hydro’s accounting practices in a letter dated October 2011: Unfortunately, though, government is requiring BC Hydro to adopt part of an American accounting standard that allows rate regulation, abandoning the transparency that will be required by Canadian GAAP. It is my hope they will reconsider. They have not. It takes little imagination to understand the departure of the Auditor General after trying to get full disclosure at BC Hydro and from the government itself. There have been more than ten years of annual reporting inadequacies that the government has ignored, mostly regarding disclosures of debts. To help readers come to grips with this deliberate pattern of non-disclosure the following graph is offered for your consideration. The period shown is a little greater than 35 years.  For the first 15 the government of the day was BC Social Credit. Reported debt in that period tripled from a low base of $5 billion. However, it should be noted that a lot of infrastructure was built in that timeframe. The following 10 years was a period of the BC NDP having dominion in the Legislature. In that period the reported debt doubled to about $35 billion, or $8,428 per capita. Staying with this theme the Liberals declared they would “Pass real Balanced Budget legislation, to make balanced budgets mandatory by our third full budget and to hold all ministers individually accountable.” They also vowed to “Pass real Truth in Budgeting legislation that ensures all provincial finances are fully, accurately and honestly reported under Generally Accepted Accounting Principals.” Since making those bold promises the record does not provide evidence of follow through. Since 2005, the government has been accumulating debt at a breathtaking pace, mostly under the heading of what the Auditor General calls “Contingencies and Contractual Obligations”. By letter, he states that the total for fiscal year end 2011/12 in this category is “$96.374 billion and can be found on the Summary Financial Statements page 77.” Before anyone asks if there is double counting of this number, the answer, according to the Auditor General, is “They are not included in the liabilities recorded on the Summary Financial Statement’s Consolidated Statement of Financial Position.” Virtually every person we have spoken with has had no idea that on top of the $70 billion in liabilities (debt + other liabilities), that the government disclosed a year ago, there is an additional $96.374 billion in contractual obligations. That translates into a total debt of approximately $170 billion and will be significantly more when the 2012/13 financial reports are presented. In the last eleven years under the BC Liberal government the provincial debt has increased by a factor of 5 times, or to a per capita amount of about $40,000. Provincial Budgeting Considerations When there is talk of the growth in provincial GDP (economy), one should realize that it happened almost exclusively because of the binge in borrowing and building, a practice that cannot continue without serious consequences for the population. Debt repayment and its attendant interest has and continues to crowd out all other funding requirements when preparing budgets. Two years ago Standard & Poor’s Credit Rating Agency delivered a report titled “Canadian Provinces Face Tough Choices in Restoring Fiscal Balance”. The report states, “Health care and education make up a commanding share of their [provinces] overall spending; typically health care and education spending accounts for more than 65% of a province’s operating expenditures.” “Rising debt service burdens further limit financial flexibility because as these burdens increase as a share of total spending, they crowd out other program spending.” Two years ago this was in the hands of the government, yet it did not curb borrowing and spending in any discernible way.  Nor did the troubling news cause the government to seek new revenues from the “free riders” and those with the capacity to pay more. In stark contrast to heeding these warnings, the government resolved to further cripple budgets for health care and education. The Liberal government of BC has prepared a financial “poison chalice” for the citizens of BC through runaway debt. The consequence of too much debt is loss of democracy – at least that is what the Greeks, Cypriots, Italians, Spanish, Portuguese and Irish have realized. —————————————————————————- References: BC Ministry of Finance, Provincial Debt Summary/ Debt Statistics BC Ministry of Finance, Contractual Obligations Supplemental/Public Accounts/Summary Financial Statements Links to data sources for total provincial debt: http://www.fin.gov.bc.ca/ocg/pa/11_12/PA%20Prov%20Debt%20Summary%2011-12.pdf http://www.fin.gov.bc.ca/ocg/pa/06_07/PA_2007_ProvDebt.pdf http://www.fin.gov.bc.ca/debtmgmt/debtstat01-02.pdf http://www.fin.gov.bc.ca/debtmgmt/debstat00-01.pdf Links to data sources for contractual obligations: http://www.fin.gov.bc.ca/ocg/pa/11_12/Contractual_Obligations.pdf http://www.fin.gov.bc.ca/ocg/pa/10_11/Contractual_Obligations.pdf http://www.fin.gov.bc.ca/ocg/pa/09_10/Contractual_Obligations.pdf http://www.fin.gov.bc.ca/ocg/pa/08_09/Contractual_Obligations.pdf http://www.fin.gov.bc.ca/OCG/pa/07_08/PublicAccounts.pdf http://www.fin.gov.bc.ca/OCG/pa/06_07/PublicAccounts.pdf http://www.fin.gov.bc.ca/ocg/pa/05_06/PA_2006_Summ.pdf http://www.fin.gov.bc.ca/ocg/pa/04_05/PA_2005_Summ.pdf About the Author Erik Andersen   Erik Andersen is a retired economist who practiced as a transportation economist with the Canadian Transport Commission; with Airports Branch, Transport Canada; with ICAO and at private corporations such as Pacific Western Airlines. More recently he has been lobbying Federal Ministers to reform the way Canada Pension Plan Investment Board invests pension funds. He has been using his talents of late to expose the calamitous fiscal impact of private power companies on British Columbians. More articles by Erik Andersen » Related:   Economics Politics Western Canada “Fundamentally uneconomic” Site C Dam would lose $350 million a year for taxpayers: Industrial energy expert SFU Prof Mark Jaccard: BC LNG a race to the bottom Petronas seeks billions in federal tax handouts for BC LNG BC, China sign deal for foreign temporary workers to build LNG facilities Examining the BC Liberal Government’s real fiscal record Peace Valley farmland, ecosystems worth $8 Billion a year: study Rafe: Christy Clark should try being more leader, less cheerleader Harper to sign off on FIPA trade deal before trip to China Christy Clark: Govt ready to embrace Tsilhqot’in case, Aboriginal title – Chiefs cautiously optimistic Rafe: Premier’s Tsilhqot’in meeting a sign of real change for BC? Why not enough ‘red tape’ = too much red ink: Mount Polley and the problem with de-regulation Rafe: Why Bennett should resign over Mount Polley Rafe: Christy Clark should try being more leader, less cheerleader Rafe: Why Bennett should resign over Mount Polley Burnaby fires back at Kinder Morgan with constitutional challenge Mount Polley owner donated half a million dollars to Liberals, gets easy ride from Bennett Rafe: Mount Polley Mine proves Liberal “de-regulation” doesn’t work Examining the BC Liberal Government’s real fiscal record 11 Comments Leave a comment »   Archive April 29, 2013 at 3:11 am Wednesday, 24 April 2013 10:51 posted by Steve Satow Might I offer another method of curbing this kind of runaway and secretive spending by any government… Introduce legislation that allows a subsequent government to assess – via open and transparent audit – whether or not the spending was invoked in the true interests of the public. If the answer is ‘No’ then the legislation should give the new government the power to revoke the spending and/or nullify the contracts. The effect: to make the private companies who are benefiting from these sweet deals, think twice before entering them, since they will realise that the contract could be cancelled if the audit does not go in their favour. I realise there would be a time lag, and therefore companies will still be able to reap profits, but perhaps it will curb the worst excesses? Tuesday, 23 April 2013 21:02 posted by erik Thanks Lawrence for the question. I know it is a long shot but I think politicians behave the way they do because they have no personal “skin in the game”. As long as they do as the whip says and they can last two sessions they are financially home and dry. This concentration of power is understood by those seeking unearned personal benefits from the public purse. So here goes. First off if a budget turns from being in surplus or break even into a defict by greater than 10% the governemt members, not the opposition or independents, take a one year pension penalty. Secondly, if the Auditor General is unable to accept the profered financial reports by the government a simlar penalty be imposed. Thirdly, all contracts and agreements by the government or Crown corporations that involve the committment of $500 million or greater must be discussed in the legislature and subjected to a provincial referendum. Does this make those folks accountable? Over to you. Tuesday, 23 April 2013 19:47 posted by Lawrence Thank you for making finances clear. The Liberal gov’t has proven its incompetence and dishonesty. To load debt onto the taxpayer while transferring wealth to private companies who have no intentions of benefitting BC will not be forgotten. The big issues for me are: BC Rail scandal/theft; ruination of the judicial system (and FOI); run-of-the-rivers; salmon fish farms; and the potential decimation of our land. Unfortunately, the graph shows the NDP were going that way, too . . . how to rectify this situation? Tuesday, 23 April 2013 17:55 posted by SLea What are the options if/when a new govt. is formed? Contracts have been signed — how can they be broken? If we are able to pay our way out of the promised commitments, it might be worth it. Cut or losses. Either way we, the citizens of BC pay, and the politicians involved walk away with great pensions and probably investments in these very projects which could ruin BC’s credit rating. But would the NDP agree to do that? If they are consistent I believe they would not walk away from a bad deal. Even when there was a justifiable reason for demanding that the smart meter program be stopped, when the WHO committee declared RF a possible human carcinogen, Hydro could have cancelled the contracts. Who buys a dangerous product? But the NDP said no, there were signed contracts and they would honour them. We need politicians with the courage to face hard times and tackle them, but are there any? Tuesday, 23 April 2013 16:37 posted by erik For those interested you might like to know that the huge unreported BC Hydro debt has an ugly feature that does not get disclosed because the contracts are deliberately secret. The one contract we all got to look at more than 10 years ago was for a natural gas generation plant to be at Duke Point, Vancouver Island. The applicant gave evidence that the cost to build would be $300 Million. Using a borrowing interest rate of 5% the present value of the net payments from Hydro was $500 million. The $200 million was what the developer, a group of lawyers in Calgary who had zero operating expirience among them, would realize in equity after putting up $2 million of start-up money, mostly their proffessional time. As this contract was transferable these deveoplers could then sell on the package and pocket a large portion of the $200 million, off-shore of course. Even though BC ratepayers would be paying out this contract BC Hydro would have zero owership at the end of the term. Think of all those subsequent IPP contracts and understand, BC ratepayers will own nothing after they finish. Anyone is invited to show a contract that proves otherwise. Monday, 22 April 2013 20:04 posted by workforfun BC Lieberals = Incompetence and incontinence Thx Monday, 22 April 2013 15:21 posted by Scuffers Thank you, Erik Andersen and Dr. Sandra Hoffman, for finally presenting a graph that even a grade 6 student can understand. You have cut through all the rhetoric and given us the facts about B.C. debt and contractual obligations. Will the new government open the books on the contractual obligations? Will the new government have the courage to invoke the “Doctine of Odious Debts” that claims odious obligations should not be honoured. A new government can amend or extinguish contracts by regulation or legislation. The NDP have stated they will not tear up contracts but if they reveal the fact that B.C. Hydro is paying double the open market rates to Independent Power Producers and is locked into contracts for 20 to 40 years, clearly the government must take action. The cloaked deals were made by people acting for friends, not the public interest. Therefore, the deals should be ruled invalid and the perpetrators should be held accountable. It is unethical to burden present and future generations with debt that is incurred by unscrupulous greed. Monday, 22 April 2013 13:42 posted by Andrea M Clearly the financial status of our province is of significant concern. Given that such a large portion of the problem can be attributed to BC Hydro, it is also clear that adding the construction of Site C to this dismal state of affairs should not even be contemplated. The dam is estimated to cost $7.9 billion, and the World Dam Association states that projects of this magnitude typically go into 50% cost overruns. Interestingly, BC Hydro is working on building a boat launch on the Peace River right now, about a mile downstream of the proposed dam site. They’re already into 35% cost overruns, due to “…challenging project….difficult weather and ground conditions,” http://energeticcity.ca/article/news/2013/03/06/taylor-boat-ramp-moves-further-over-budget Monday, 22 April 2013 11:58 posted by Kevin Logan ITs stunning, absolutely stunning that the BC Liberal party has put at the centre of its campaign, a “debt free BC.” Such bold faced politicking is clear sign of this governments propensity to lie through its teeth while abandoning its primary responsibility of properly managing the affairs of the people of BC while acting in our best interest. From the Equivalency Agreement that saw us abandon our provincial sovereignty and legal jurisdiction over major oil and gas developments to the TILMA that ties the hands of British Columbians, this government has proven that governance by for and of the people has been completely abandoned and replaced with a corporate juggernaut that socializes debt and privatizes profit. A stunning expose and injection of truth during this time of overt deception and disrespect for the people of BC. Thanks for this work. Reply Leave a Response Cancel reply Name (required) Email (required) Website Comment Late Breaking Rafe: Clark govt in over its head with big LNG players like Petronas Burnaby wins latest round with Kinder Morgan, as NEB refuses to override bylaws Suzuki: Site C Dam would swamp First Nations’ treaty rights “World-Class” BC LNG brings Third World deals with likes of Petronas How partisan conservative media maintain their audiences REPORTED ELSEWHERE VIDEO EVENTS Burnaby wins latest round with Kinder Morgan, as NEB refuses to override bylaws How partisan conservative media maintain their audiences First Nations to Ottawa: Scrap Site C Dam or LNG is a no-go Large hydro dams aren’t “green” – they actually drive climate change Burnaby loses bid for injunction against Kinder Morgan Canada surpasses Brazil as global leader in deforestation BC govt bowed to oil lobby on deregulation of gas plants: documents Harper to sign off on FIPA trade deal before trip to China Fracking-related earthquakes prompt halt to Ohio wastewater injections Enbridge will likely miss 2018 construction start for Northern Gateway More   Woodfibre LNG offers few jobs vs. big impacts: Retired KPMG partner BC Hydro vastly underestimates loss of farmland to Site C Dam Audio: From Site C’s economic folly to update on Mount Polley Christy Clark: Govt ready to embrace Tsilhqot’in case, Aboriginal title – Chiefs cautiously optimistic Site C Dam: Food for thought West Van councillor doesn’t buy economic promises of Woodfibre LNG “Fundamentally uneconomic” Site C Dam would lose $350 million a year for taxpayers: Industrial energy expert LNG tankers pose safety risk to Howe Sound: Chemistry PhD, resident Mount Polley whistleblower lost job, then home Site C: Damning the Peace…while US decommissions hydro projects More   Oct 2-4: Zero Waste conference talks alternatives to landfills, incinerators Behn, Gillis to talk fracking in Yukon as govt reviews moratorium LNG: Cold Gas, Hot Air – June 27 event in Squamish The Corporation: 10th Anniversary screening LNG Pipedreams: Feat. Liz Logan, Damien Gillis – May 21 Damien Gillis talks fracking, LNG on J-Fest Panel friday More   Search Search for: Recent Articles Rafe: Clark govt in over its head with big LNG players like Petronas Burnaby wins latest round with Kinder Morgan, as NEB refuses to override bylaws Suzuki: Site C Dam would swamp First Nations’ treaty rights “World-Class” BC LNG brings Third World deals with likes of Petronas How partisan conservative media maintain their audiences Greenwash King Patrick Moore sews seeds of climate change doubt Oct 2-4: Zero Waste conference talks alternatives to landfills, incinerators BC should not be bullied or suckered by Petronas over LNG taxes First Nations to Ottawa: Scrap Site C Dam or LNG is a no-go Woodfibre LNG offers few jobs vs. big impacts: Retired KPMG partner Links of Interest Progressive Bloggers Laila Yuile Comment Policy The Common Sense Canadian reserves the right to remove any comments which are threatening, abusive, racist, homophobic, or contain excessively expletives. First-time commentators require moderator approval to reduce spam. Copyright © 2014 The Common Sense Canadian, All Rights Reserved.   top)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/01/should-bc-teachers-get-salary-increase.html?showComment0751328242917100,Staffroom Confidential: Should BC teachers get a salary increase? Myths & Realities Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Saturday, January 7, 2012 Should BC teachers get a salary increase? Myths & Realities NOTE: There is an updated version of this post for those of you reading it in 2014! BC teachers are in contract negotiations asking for a fair deal. What do we mean by fair exactly? Teachers would like improvements in three areas: class size/composition, salary and benefits, and changes to the bargaining structure. As far as class size, we want only what was taken in 2002. We want the government to go back to the class sizes in place at that time and restore the funding so Boards can achieve this. For bargaining, we want to negotiate more items locally with our elected Boards. This facilitates diversity, community involvement, and local programs and solutions. It is not a cost item and is how teachers used to negotiate in the 1990's - very successfully. For salary and benefits, teachers want to "keep up" and "catch up". What do we mean by that? We want to keep up with inflation, and we want to catch up with Canadians in other provinces. Teachers in BC now rank 8th in salaries across Canada, despite the fact that our cost of living is one of the highest and that BC weathered the recession better than most other provinces. BC has been out of recession since 2010 and is forecasting moderate growth for the next year. Unfortunately, the government's position has and continues to be 'net zero'. The government claims that taxpayers cannot afford increases to public sector wages and that wages must remain flat because the government is running a deficit. Do these arguments make sense? Are they justified? Or should teachers receive a wage increase? Here are my answers to these questions. Myth #1: Teachers should not get a wage increase because of the government deficit Reality #1: There was no deficit when the Liberals took power in 2001. Through a series of income tax cuts and corporate tax cuts, the Liberals went from a surplus to a deficit. Yes, the recession of 2009 impacted government revenues. But not as much as tax cuts have. Moreover, the government has found plenty of money for spending when it feels the spending is a priority. There was money for the BC Place roof ($500 million). There was money for the Olympics (over $1 billion). There was money for smart meters ($900 million). There was money for new government network systems ($1.2 billion to Telus). There seems to be plenty of money for the CEO's of crown corporations like BC Ferries (David Hahn's pension value - over $10 million). The fact is that the government is using the deficit that it created as an excuse to take money away from public services and the people who provide them. The money is there. It is a matter of priorities. It is simply unfair to make one group of workers pay for a deficit created by tax cuts to other people and corporations. Private sector workers are seeing increases. Other public sector workers are seeing increases (for example, Vancouver police with 8.8% over 33 months). Why should one group be singled out? Moreover how is it fair to make middle income earners pay for tax cuts that disproportionately benefited the wealthy and corporations? It just isn't. Myth #2: The 'net zero' wage freeze is fair because it impacts all public sector workers Reality #2: Only those workers covered by the Public Sector Employer's Council are impacted, and that does not include all public sector workers. Fire fighters are not under 'net zero'. Police are not under 'net zero'. Even school Superintendents are not under 'net zero'. Nurses are not under 'net zero' because they negotiated in 2009, supposedly before the 'net zero' mandate was implemented, but certainly at the height of the recession. How is it fair that these workers can negotiate increases and other workers can't? Myth #3: BC teachers already have high salaries Reality #3: After five years of university training, BC teachers begin with a wage in the low $40's, if they are full time. Many teachers only get part time work for the first 3-5 years of their career. It takes ten years of full time work to reach the maximum salary, which is about $75,000 for most teachers. BC teachers rank 8th in Canada compared to teachers in other provinces. A teacher in BC earns on average $20,000 less than a comparably experienced teacher in Alberta and $15,000 less than one in Ontario. Yet BC has the highest cost of living and the highest housing prices in the country (http://www.theprovince.com/business/City+house+prices+continue+ascent/5943834/story.html). Myth #4: 'Net zero' isn't a pay cut, so it is fair Reality #4: In September, when the new school year began, year over year inflation was at 3.2% according to the Consumer Price Index. When teachers got their first paycheque of the year, they had 3.2% less buying power. This is what matters. This January, teachers, along with other workers, will see increases to their CPP payments, their EI premiums, and their MSP premiums. Many contracts have automatic cost of living increases, but ours does not. Without any increase, teachers will fall behind. Myth #5: Teachers are asking for too much Reality #5: Teachers want to keep up with inflation. Teachers want to catch up with their colleagues in other provinces. Teachers took four years of zero increases since 1998. Teachers traded salary for smaller class sizes and those class size provisions were later eliminated. It is perfectly reasonable to ask for cost of living increases and wage adjustments to catch up with our Canadian colleagues. Myth #6: Teachers are asking for $2 billion Reality #6: The true number is probably many times less. BCPSEA (the employer) made many erroneous assumptions in order to come up with a hyper-inflated costing number. For example, they assumed that every single teacher would take their full bereavement leave entitlement every single year. In fact, teachers often take bereavement leave once or twice a decade or once or twice in their whole career. They assumed every teacher would take extra sick days if they were available. In fact, we know from Statistics Canada that teachers take an average of 7.7 days per year which is already less than their entitlement, so increased entitlement would only be used by a small percentage of teachers who become very ill. The assumptions used by BCPSEA were unrealistic and result in highly inflated costing estimates. They are not justified and do not reflect the true cost of the proposals teachers have put forward. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 4:17 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 25 comments: AnonymousJanuary 8, 2012 at 10:00 AM Thank you for this post. I think it should be sent as "letter to the editor" to newspapers in major cities in BC to inform those who see government figures or reports and take it as truth without questioning it. Well done!ReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 8, 2012 at 1:11 PM Excellent summary of our situation. "Even school Superintendents are not under 'net zero"; SD59 Superintendant sent a letter to parents saying gross modo that we were (teachers) selfish and without social empathy toward public sector for not swallowing the "net zero" !ReplyDelete Donna in BurnabyJanuary 8, 2012 at 7:45 PM Thank you!ReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 8, 2012 at 9:09 PM Well I have come from Alberta and previous Ontario and Your teacher need to better then other provinces. You are way behind Alberta in education. My daughter in October of her grade one year knows more then mine son has in his second year at a BC school. You need to fix something in your school system because you are falling behind. In the 2 and half years my daughter has been in the BC school system she is at the same reading, writing and math. I know why people homeschool and put their kids in the private school system, the public is so broken it can't complete with the rest of Canada.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousJanuary 17, 2012 at 6:50 PM How can you tell if your children are at the same level when you cannot spell, use appropriate grammar or form a proper sentence????Delete AnonymousJanuary 26, 2012 at 8:21 PM Teachers cannot be held solely responsible for your child's lack of progress. It would appear as though you could benefit from some additional education. Where were you educated? I agree with Anonymous, learn to spell and form a proper sentence before giving your opinion on the state of education. Thanks for wasting even more of my prep time on your uneducated and ignorant point of view.Delete AnonymousFebruary 29, 2012 at 5:25 PM Wow - I think that the original author has a legitimate complaint. I have a graduate degree and I completely agree that the level of education my children have received in the public school system is deplorable. AND REALLY - if someone is illiterate or unable to formulate a sentence correctly on a blog post does that mean that his/her child does not deserve a proper education! GIVE ME A BREAK - and please refrain from making personal attacks on people who voice a contrary opinion. It only demonstrates your small mindedness.Delete Reply AnonymousJanuary 8, 2012 at 10:28 PM I think you mean: I came from Alberta and previously Ontario, and teachers in BC need to teach better than other provinces. You are much behind Alberta in terms of education. My daughter knew more in October of her grade one year than my son, who was in his second year enrolled at a BC school. You need to fix features of your school system, because you are falling behind. In the two and half years my daughter has been enrolled in the BC school system, she has remained at the same level of reading, writing and math. I now know why people homeschool their children and enroll their kids in the private school system. The public system is so broken that it can no longer complete with the rest of Canada. - A BC public school teacherReplyDelete Replies AnonymousJanuary 23, 2012 at 12:55 PM I think you mean "compete" not complete. And you're a teacher?Delete AnonymousJanuary 25, 2012 at 7:10 PM Wow. How petty. An entire paragraph is corrected with one spelling error in the final sentence and you decide to focus on it as being the "issue with teachers". What has our society come to? Signed a Fellow BC TeacherDelete AnonymousFebruary 11, 2012 at 7:19 PM I taught in Ontario before moving to BC to teach and I don't see a whole lot of difference. There are good and bad teachers in both places. In fact, BC has stricter education requirements, I had to go back to get a few more undergrad courses.Delete Reply AnonymousJanuary 9, 2012 at 7:24 AM I live in SD 59 and the letter the superintendent sent home did not say that teachers were "selfish or without social empathy." ~ParentReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 9, 2012 at 1:58 PM Quote: From superintendent SD#59: "...With regard to the strike, some of the confusing information parents are receiving sounds like the teacher's strike is about the size and composition of classes, or the resources that are available for students with special needs. That is not true. The issues around class size and resourcing have been separate and are "NOT" part of the bargaining. The full focus of the BCTF strike demands is about wages and benefits that are approaching a price tag of 3 billion dollars. That is a 75% increase, at a time in the economy that the Province has told all union the overall settlement of their bargaining cannot increase cost to the Province. Moreover, 3/4 of the public unions have settled contracts under those rules." These 2 paragraphs speak by themselves about how teachers are perceived by the superintendent.ReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 9, 2012 at 2:01 PM http://www.pssg.gov.bc.ca/psec/disclosure/disclosure10-11.htmReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 10, 2012 at 8:51 AM Please send this wonderful article to a newspaper so some of the nasty myths can be dispelled. Awesome job!ReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 25, 2012 at 4:52 PM A great letter... I agree that this should be sent to every newspaper in B.C. as well as made into an infomercial on t.v. Why wait for an election?ReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 26, 2012 at 4:23 PM Myth #7: Teachers are the only workers affected by "net zero". Reality #7: Over 16,000 members of HSA (Health Sciences Association of BC) have been crippled by the "net zero" policy. Wages for HSA members in BC are upwards of 8$ an hour less than other provinces in Canada. The last contract forced upon HSA members was highlighted by a 0% wage increase, and a loss of 1 vacation day per year. So no, teachers, you are NOT the only group of workers being forced to pay for corporate tax cuts. Were you there to support other public sector employees last year when they were trying to fight "net zero"? I didn't think so.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousJanuary 26, 2012 at 8:22 PM Agreed! I am in HSA, and sorry, but I can't support these demands by the teachers. Frustrating to me to see the 'it's not fair' comments. Sounds like children. Life isn't fair, we are a country and province in serious financial difficulty. Cuts need to be made. I absolutely support putting money into increasing numbers of teachers, and adding support teachers and SEAs . If I want to make more money, I could move to Alberta and earn $8-10 more an hour too, giving me a significant raise but I choose to live here. It's always greener on the other side, and everyone thinks they are the ones hard done by. I work 37.5 hours a week, but actually in my office 40-42 hours and I don't get overtime pay. I choose to do it because I love my job and want to do the best I can for my patients. I take classes and go to workshops to enhance my job, on my own time and I pay for it myself. I use my vacation days to attend work related conferences. HSA's contract is also set to expire and we already had 0% wage last contract. I'm not expecting any better this time around. That's life, it's not always fair. I just appreciate that I have a job that I love that pays a decent wage ( which is slightly less than a teachers wage). Maybe there are just a whole lot of teachers with very little personal job satisfaction.Delete KarenFebruary 17, 2012 at 10:15 AM Job satisfaction! Try keeping 30 students at the edge of their seats for 5 hours a day, daily!! Attend meetings(special needs, counseling-requested meetings, parent-requested meetings, department meetings, staff meetings, Health and safety meetings,etc.) mark, prepare, field phone calls, supervise, prepare report cards, participate in extra-curricular activities,answer student concerns after classes; type/prepare/photocopy learning /testing materials for students (no secretarial time for us!); mentor, clean our boards, put up our chairs, manage the learning materials in our classrooms (put away the books, clean the lab equip. fix the musical instruments, organize the gym equip., ensure safety in the woodworking/auto and metal shops etc.), put up display boards, order books/educational materials,take first aide training at our own expense, etc.) No one-to-one with down time, bells dictate our time usage (coffee break? designated lunch time? not always possible); daily emotional 'baggage' children/students bring to the classroom must be dealt with in a calm and supportive manner; AND, Administrative Officers that add to the intensity of our day. (Some are very supportive; others add to our stress by being judgmental, giving little support by keeping communication lines blurred, not making themselves available, not taking control and leading but hiding behind their desks, etc.) We earn our keep!! And, we can't go up the capitalist ladder - 'more students doesn't mean more money; it means more work!' No compensation for using our own books, driving students with our own cars (we must 'up' protection on our personal car insurance to protect them in case of an accident) We only rely on the good nature of our govt. and the public to support us. Where are you? If you think you can do the job better, for cheaper, 'step up to the plate'.Delete Reply Tara EhrckeJanuary 26, 2012 at 5:27 PM Hello Anonymous, I have always consistently opposed net zero for ANY public sector worker, not just teachers. I absolutely agree that no group or groups of public sector workers should be singled out unfairly. I also believe we should all be rejecting the wage freeze. With respect to support, teachers in my local put up picket signs when HEU was facing wage cuts and I absolutely agree we need to be supporting each other. Please see my blog posts on this subject, including HSA in particular, from last year: http://staffroomconfidential.blogspot.com/2011/02/in-labour-newswill-hsa-vote-no-campaign.html http://staffroomconfidential.blogspot.com/2011/03/why-bc-government-wage-freeze-is.html This article was reposted on an HSA member site here: http://our-union.org/2011/03/29/why-the-bc-government-wage-freeze-is-indefensible/ I also wrote about opposition to net zero from Vancouver Island University workers and Langara College workers: http://staffroomconfidential.blogspot.com/2011_03_01_archive.html http://staffroomconfidential.blogspot.com/2011/04/langara-versus-wage-freeze.htmlReplyDelete UnknownFebruary 2, 2012 at 8:21 PM Actually, the cost of the Olympics was closer to $7 billion, once you factor in the cost of the Canada Line, the Sea to Sky Highway, and the new Convention Centre. On a related note, the deficit in 2008, amortized over 3 years, stood at $3 billion.ReplyDelete AnonymousFebruary 12, 2012 at 10:43 AM I am a parent in SD#35 and I am so impressed with my children's school and with the hard work that most of the teachers and adminstrators put in at that school. They are still getting a quality education, even throughout job action.The teachers are commincating with my husband and I on their academic progress, and my daughter is on the Grade Six basketball team which practices after school and at noon hour 3 times a week! I support a wage increases for my children's teachers because I want them to be able to keep up with inflation and be paid what professionals make in other provinces. We need to pay our teachers and other public sector employees what they deserve, or els in the future, we will not attract good people into these professions or be able to keep them in our province. Isnt this what is happening in the nursing industry? The Lower mainland is one of the most expensive places to live and we have to face the fact that if we want an educated community, then we have to willing to pay for it. A concerned parentReplyDelete AnonymousFebruary 24, 2012 at 4:00 PM I am a parent in south Delta and I must say that I am impressed with the communication that we have been receiving from my son's teachers at Delta Secondary. I think that teachers should get a raise at least to the level of inflation, but with all due respect to teachers, I cannot see where or how you feel that you should receive large increases. You are I think quite fairly paid for your job and you do not have the very real pressure for measurable performance that so many in the private sector face. Having said that, those people in the private sector are not getting the types of raises you are asking for and many of them would be happy with just getting at or near the inflation rate this year. I think that if you want to be paid very well then you will need to get into the private sector where you will face much more performance pressure, you will have 3-4 weeks off per year, there will be no such thing as overtime pay if you are salaried and if you don't perform adquately or well, you will faced with possible termination. You will have no effective job security unless you perform. So I think you have it quite good, better than anyone I can think of in most respects, with the exception of pay, which as I said I think is quite fair. I say this with great respect for your profession.ReplyDelete AnonymousFebruary 25, 2012 at 10:37 AM I am a very excited Teacher Candidate that will finish my Bachelors of Education this year. I am interested in this profession because I love it! However, my student loans are over 30 grand and I do not own a car, or a house. I am repeatedly being told that there are few jobs out there and the ones that are out there pay significantly less than a retail job I held before my Bachelor's degrees (per hour). I keep my optimism up because I know I am going to be fantastic at this job but it is hard to look past the fact that I will not be able to afford a house, a car and raise children on my income any time soon. Thank-you current teachers for fighting for those of us who want to join your ranks!ReplyDelete AnonymousFebruary 28, 2012 at 8:10 AM Great article Tara. And a great big THANK YOU for all of your hard work!ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ▼  January (13) How to reduce income inequality BC Schools: A decade of choice, a decade of declin... What is fair and reasonable? Twitter tale - Consultation, Minister Abbott style... Alberta teachers in negotiations BCTF presents reduced set of proposals School boards discuss 'net zero' Will grouping by ability mean re-segregation? BC teachers describe workload issues at bargaining... BC public sector enters 2012 bargaining Superintendent of Greater Victoria received 10% wa... Should BC teachers get a salary increase? Myths & ... A year in review: waking the sleeping giant ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/timescolonist/status/511842521400360960,Times Colonist on Twitter: "Tentative deal reached to end B.C. teachers’ strike, union says. http://t.co/GQuUTTaptI" টুইটার অনুসন্ধান অনুসন্ধান টুইটার খুঁজুন সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ ভাষা : বাংলা. हिन्दी Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন টুইটার-এ নতুন ? আজই যোগদান করুন » সাইন ইন করুন ফোন, ইমেল বা ব্যবহারকারীর নাম পাসওয়ার্ড সাইন ইন আমাকে মনে রাখুন পাসওয়ার্ড ভুলে গেছেন? ইতিমধ্যে আপনি কি টেক্সট বার্তার মাধ্যমে টুইটার ব্যবহার করছেন? অনুসরণ অনুসরণ করা কর্মসমূহ:অনুসরণ না করা অবরুদ্ধ অবরোধ মুক্ত মুলতুবি বাতিল Times Colonist ‏ @timescolonist ১৬ সেপ্টেম্বর Tentative deal reached to end B.C. teachers’ strike, union says. http://shar.es/1a0vfa  প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট পুনঃটুইটগুলি ৯ প্রিয় ৩ ৪:৪২ পূর্বাহ্ণ - ১৬ সেপ্টেম্বর, ২০১৪ Robb Ostwald ‏ @Robbostwald ১৬ সেপ্টেম্বর @timescolonist let's hope that those who do not have their heart in it, choose to move on, so those that do can! সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Times Colonist থেকে কোন আপডেট মিস্ করবেন না © 2014 টুইটার সম্বন্ধে সহায়তা বিজ্ঞপ্তি তথ্য বন্ধ মিডিয়াটিকে চিহ্নিত করুন এটি ইতিমধ্যে সংবেদনশীল কন্টেন্ট ধারণকারী হিসাবে চিহ্নিত হয়েছে। পতাকা তুলুন এটি সম্ভাব্যরূপে অবৈধ বিষয়বস্তুর ধারণকারী হিসেবে। সমর্পণ করা বাতিল মিডিয়াকে চিহ্নিত করা সম্পর্কে আরো জানুন খারিজ বন্ধ পূর্ববর্তী পরবর্তী বন্ধ একজন ব্যক্তির প্রোফাইলে যান সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ বন্ধ আপনার অনুসরণকারীদের এই পুনঃটুইটটি পাঠাবেন? বাতিল পুনঃটুইট বন্ধ আপনি কি নিশ্চিত যে এই টুইট মুছে দিতে চান? বাতিল মুছে ফেলুন বন্ধ রোধ করন বাতিল রোধ করন আপনার টুইটসমুহে একটি অবস্থান যুক্ত করুন যখন একটি অবস্থানের সঙ্গে আপনার টুইট করেন, টুইটার সেই অবস্থান সংরক্ষণ করে। প্রত্যেক টুইটের আগে আপনি আপনার অবস্থান চালু / বন্ধ করতে পারেন, এবং যে কোনও সময় আপনি আপনার অবস্থানের ইতিহাস মুছে ফেলতে পারেন। আরো জানুন অবস্থান চালু করুন এখন নয় স্থান বন্ধ করুন বন্ধ প্রোফাইল সারসংক্ষেপ বন্ধ আপনার তালিকাসমূহ বন্ধ একটি নতুন তালিকা তৈরি করুন নাম তালিকা বিবরণ 100 অক্ষরের কম, ঐচ্ছিক তালিকাসমূহ:গোপনীয়তা সাধারণ · যে কেউ এই তালিকা অনুসরণ করতে পারেন ব্যক্তিগত · শুধুমাত্র আপনিই এই তালিকায় প্রবেশ করতে পারবেন তালিকা সংরক্ষণ করুন বন্ধ বন্ধ এই টুইট স্থাপিত কর আপনার নীচের ওয়েবসাইটে কোডটি অনুলিপি দ্বারা এই টুইট যোগ করুন * আরও জানুন হুম, সার্ভারে পৌঁছনোর একটি সমস্যা ছিল। পরে আবার চেষ্টা করবেন? প্রকৃত টুইট অন্তর্ভুক্ত করুন অন্তর্ভুক্ত মিডিয়া প্রাকদর্শন বন্ধ টুইটারে নিবন্ধন করুন টুইটারে নেই? নিবন্ধন করুন, আপনির পছন্দের বিষয়গুলির সাথে যুক্ত হন, এবং তাদের বিষয়ে হালনাগাদ পান। একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন » বন্ধ দুটি উপায় (প্রেরণ এবং গ্রহণ) শর্ট কোড: দেশ কোড গ্রাহকদের জন্য মার্কিন যুক্তরাষ্ট্র 40404 (যে কোন) কানাডা 21212 (যে কোন) যুক্তরাজ্য 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM হাইতি 40404 Digicel, Voila আয়ারল্যান্ড 51210 Vodafone, O2 ভারত 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance ইন্দোনেশিয়া 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » অন্য দেশসমুহের এসএসএস সংক্ষিপ্ত কোড দেখুন বন্ধ নিশ্চিতকরণ)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7312,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 4, January/February 2006 Yours for the asking Global education project "Earth: A Graphic Look at the State of the World" has just been published by the Global Education Project, a non-profit foundation in BC—theglobaleducationproject.org/. This comprehensive resource, available online and as a printed poster, summarizes the conditions of the world’s ecology and humanity and how they effect each other. Visually and factually stunning, this publication is a valuable tool for anyone teaching about or striving to understand the world’s complex environmental and humanitarian challenges. This 27"x36" wall poster showcases an unparalleled collection of over 100 charts, 15 maps, and explanatory text, all rigorously referenced to reliable sources. It is an extraordinarily holistic and integrated overview, connecting a maze of apparently disparate issues such as wealth distribution and climate change, oil supply and food production, global warming and global fisheries. Information, maps, and graphics from the poster are also accessible on the web site at theglobaleducationproject.org/. Stream to sea education program For the past 25 years, teachers around BC have been incubating salmon in the classroom and taking children on field trips to local streams. Now Fisheries & Oceans Canada is bringing the ocean to the classroom too! If you are interested in bringing "Stream to Sea" to your classroom, please contact Joanne Day at 604-666-6614 or e-mail dayj@pac.dfo-mpo.gc.ca to access resources, lesson plans, or help from DFO staff in your geographic area of BC. If you are attending the Children’s Festival in Vancouver this May, Peter Donaldson is bringing his Salmonpeople play for four performances. Order tickets at www.childrensfestival.ca. Salmonpeople dives into the issues around living in a sustainable way, while being a steward to the local watershed and caring about your community. Teaching global citizenship "Sharing the Harvest" is a ready-to-use activity guide designed to encourage the development of world perspectives and global citizenship in youth. Produced by Citizenship and Immigration Canada in conjunction with Classroom Connections, this resource provides transformative learning opportunities that explore concepts such as resource inequities in the global village, international human rights, fair trade, and global interconnectedness. The materials are free to classrooms and youth organizations in Canada and are designed for use in Grades 4 to 8, offering excellent curriculum connections in social science and social studies. The resource is divided into three sections. "Gathering Crops" focuses on the interconnections we share, what it means to be a global citizen, and the development of global perspectives. "Supporting Growth" examines the rights we hold as global citizens and looks at how the actions of individuals, organizations, businesses, and governments can affect the rights and lives of others around the world. "Sowing the Seeds of Tomorrow" builds awareness and understanding of global issues and of the ways that each of us can make a difference. It encourages youth to imagine the range of futures possible for our world and the personal actions they can take to help create the future they envision. Sharing the Harvest is the final resource in the Cultivate Your Commitment to Canada trilogy. The series aims to empower youth with the concepts, understanding, and skills they need to be responsible, caring, and active citizens, both in Canadian society and within the global community. The first resource in the series, "Planting the Seeds," explores the concept of personal citizenship, while the second guide, "Nurturing Growth," expands that understanding to include what it means to be an active Canadian citizen. All materials are available for download at classroomconnections.ca/en/ccc.html and hard copies can be ordered at www.cic.gc.ca/english/citizen/belonging/onlineform.html. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20170418,bctf.ca,http://bctf.ca/history/rooms/StatusOfWomen.aspx?id=41288,BCTF Online Museum > Status of Women Room  Welcome Rooms Collections Resources Search Menu Rooms  >  Status of Women 1918: Women’s suffrage 1926: Shall we dance? 1929: The Persons’ Case 1954: First woman elected president of BCTF 1957–2013: Other women elected to lead the BCTF 1973: Status of Women Committee formed 1998: Status of Women Committee budget cuts 1973: Status of Women committee formed By the late 1960s the second wave of feminism was sweeping across society and having a strong impact in schools. A group of feisty young feminists were determined to make changes to help women and girls have equal opportunities in all areas of learning and life. They advocated for the Federation to strike a task force and found a committee on the Status of women. Even though half of the committee members were men, it was the beginning of fundamental changes in attitudes and practices within the profession. An article in the March 2016 edition of Teacher magazine features Gale Tyler, Jane Turner, and Linda Shuto reflecting on those heady days.  © 201617 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/DidYouKnow.aspx?id=26932,Did You Know 6, April 2012  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Did You Know archives 2013–14  2012–13  2011-12    2010–11  2009–10     Home > Publications > Newsletters and Alerts > Did You Know > 2011-12 Archives Did You Know?  PDF format  Will teaching positions be lost as a result of Bill 22? Yes. Bill 22 removes the requirement for districts to meet district-wide class-size averages, creating the potential for larger classes and fewer teachers. The full impact on teaching jobs will become evident as districts finalize their 2012-13 budgets. Early reports suggest many teaching positions will be eliminated. For example:  Vancouver The Vancouver Board of Education preliminary budget proposes eliminating 19 FTE elementary teaching positions in 2012-13, which the board attributes to the "additional flexibility" arising from Bill 22's removal of the requirement to meet district-wide class size averages.  Kootenay-Columbia The Kootenay-Columbia Board of Education's 2012-13 preliminary budget proposes to eliminate 5.375 FTE teachers (elementary) by reorganizing classrooms "based on the elimination of required district averages at the K and primary level."  Will teaching positions be lost as districts struggle to offset budget shortfalls? Yes. The BC government's Budget 2012 plans to freeze operating grants for three years. With no funds to offset rising costs, districts need to find funds elsewhere in the budget to offset shortfalls. As districts publish 2012-13 budget plans, it is clear that major cuts to teaching jobs are being proposed. For example:  Vancouver ($4.68 million shortfall) The Vancouver Board of Education proposes to eliminate 5.5 FTE adult education teachers in 2012-13 to offset budget shortfalls and plan to add some teachers in Learning Technology (+2.0 FTE), International Education (+4.0 FTE,) and a few other programs. VBE budget documents show an overall decrease of 24.23 FTE teaching positions in 2012-13.  Kootenay-Columbia ($1.55 million shortfall) The Kootenay-Columbia Board of Education plans to offset budget shortfalls by eliminating 2 FTE teacher-librarians, .714 FTE literacy lead teacher (secondary), 2 FTE lead math teachers (elementary), 2.428 FTE secondary teachers, and .286 FTE staffing at the virtual school.  How does BC compare to the rest of Canada? Poor. Compared to 10 years ago (2001-02 to 2011-12) there are 2,868 fewer FTE teaching positions in BC, including a loss of 1,489 FTE learning specialist teachers.   Between 2005-06 and 2009-10, the number of FTE educators increased by about 5% in Canada and decreased by 2% in BC, even though all provinces except Alberta had declining enrolment.   As a result of the on-going cuts to teaching positions, BC (16.6) has the highest student-educator ratio in Canada (14.0), according to the most recent Statistics Canada figures (2009-10). For further information: The Vancouver Board of Education 2012-13 preliminary budget proposals, is located online at: http://tinyurl.com/7y5djdw   Kootenay Columbia Board of Education budget reports: Recommended budget adjustments 12/13 - April 25, 2012 at: http://www.sd20.bc.ca/budget-2012-2013.html   See Statistics Canada. Summary Public School Indicators for Canada, the Provinces and Territories, 2005/2006 to 2009/2010. http://tinyurl.com/7vzn2ul  No. 6, April 2012  Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/islandsports1/status/468855559400075264,IslandSportsNews on Twitter: "Boulders Climbers Clean Up at Sport Climbing Nationals  http://t.co/UsXcHqj3fp @BouldersClimb @tc_vicsports @sharon_moss @PeninsulaNews" টুইটার অনুসন্ধান অনুসন্ধান টুইটার খুঁজুন সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ ভাষা : বাংলা. हिन्दी Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন টুইটার-এ নতুন ? আজই যোগদান করুন » সাইন ইন করুন ফোন, ইমেল বা ব্যবহারকারীর নাম পাসওয়ার্ড সাইন ইন আমাকে মনে রাখুন পাসওয়ার্ড ভুলে গেছেন? ইতিমধ্যে আপনি কি টেক্সট বার্তার মাধ্যমে টুইটার ব্যবহার করছেন? অনুসরণ অনুসরণ করা কর্মসমূহ:অনুসরণ না করা অবরুদ্ধ অবরোধ মুক্ত মুলতুবি বাতিল IslandSportsNews ‏ @islandsports1 ২০ মে Boulders Climbers Clean Up at Sport Climbing Nationals http://shar.es/VgD0T  @BouldersClimb @tc_vicsports @sharon_moss @PeninsulaNews প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট পুনঃটুইটগুলি ৫ প্রিয় ৫ ১:৪৭ অপরাহ্ণ - ২০ মে, ২০১৪ Sharon Moss ‏ @sharon__moss ২১ মে @islandsports1 thanks for the article! সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট IslandSportsNews ‏ @islandsports1 ২১ মে @sharon__moss Thanks Sharon !! For the heads up too. সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট IslandSportsNews থেকে কোন আপডেট মিস্ করবেন না © 2014 টুইটার সম্বন্ধে সহায়তা বিজ্ঞপ্তি তথ্য বন্ধ মিডিয়াটিকে চিহ্নিত করুন এটি ইতিমধ্যে সংবেদনশীল কন্টেন্ট ধারণকারী হিসাবে চিহ্নিত হয়েছে। পতাকা তুলুন এটি সম্ভাব্যরূপে অবৈধ বিষয়বস্তুর ধারণকারী হিসেবে। সমর্পণ করা বাতিল মিডিয়াকে চিহ্নিত করা সম্পর্কে আরো জানুন খারিজ বন্ধ পূর্ববর্তী পরবর্তী বন্ধ একজন ব্যক্তির প্রোফাইলে যান সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ বন্ধ আপনার অনুসরণকারীদের এই পুনঃটুইটটি পাঠাবেন? বাতিল পুনঃটুইট বন্ধ আপনি কি নিশ্চিত যে এই টুইট মুছে দিতে চান? বাতিল মুছে ফেলুন বন্ধ রোধ করন বাতিল রোধ করন আপনার টুইটসমুহে একটি অবস্থান যুক্ত করুন যখন একটি অবস্থানের সঙ্গে আপনার টুইট করেন, টুইটার সেই অবস্থান সংরক্ষণ করে। প্রত্যেক টুইটের আগে আপনি আপনার অবস্থান চালু / বন্ধ করতে পারেন, এবং যে কোনও সময় আপনি আপনার অবস্থানের ইতিহাস মুছে ফেলতে পারেন। আরো জানুন অবস্থান চালু করুন এখন নয় স্থান বন্ধ করুন বন্ধ প্রোফাইল সারসংক্ষেপ বন্ধ আপনার তালিকাসমূহ বন্ধ একটি নতুন তালিকা তৈরি করুন নাম তালিকা বিবরণ 100 অক্ষরের কম, ঐচ্ছিক তালিকাসমূহ:গোপনীয়তা সাধারণ · যে কেউ এই তালিকা অনুসরণ করতে পারেন ব্যক্তিগত · শুধুমাত্র আপনিই এই তালিকায় প্রবেশ করতে পারবেন তালিকা সংরক্ষণ করুন বন্ধ বন্ধ এই টুইট স্থাপিত কর আপনার নীচের ওয়েবসাইটে কোডটি অনুলিপি দ্বারা এই টুইট যোগ করুন * আরও জানুন হুম, সার্ভারে পৌঁছনোর একটি সমস্যা ছিল। পরে আবার চেষ্টা করবেন? প্রকৃত টুইট অন্তর্ভুক্ত করুন অন্তর্ভুক্ত মিডিয়া প্রাকদর্শন বন্ধ টুইটারে নিবন্ধন করুন টুইটারে নেই? নিবন্ধন করুন, আপনির পছন্দের বিষয়গুলির সাথে যুক্ত হন, এবং তাদের বিষয়ে হালনাগাদ পান। একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন » বন্ধ দুটি উপায় (প্রেরণ এবং গ্রহণ) শর্ট কোড: দেশ কোড গ্রাহকদের জন্য মার্কিন যুক্তরাষ্ট্র 40404 (যে কোন) কানাডা 21212 (যে কোন) যুক্তরাজ্য 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM হাইতি 40404 Digicel, Voila আয়ারল্যান্ড 51210 Vodafone, O2 ভারত 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance ইন্দোনেশিয়া 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » অন্য দেশসমুহের এসএসএস সংক্ষিপ্ত কোড দেখুন বন্ধ নিশ্চিতকরণ)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=10120&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 5, April 2003 Let’s talk about social justice by Dan Blake At the 2003 BCTF AGM the following recommendations were passed: Recommendation 45 (as amended) That a consultation process with members, locals, PSAs, and committees on the role and delivery of social justice in the BCTF be undertaken. Recommendation 46 That the consultation with members regarding the role of social justice in the BCTF be conducted by the Social Justice Advisory Committee, such consultation to include a variety of methods of receiving input from members, with a report to the Executive Committee by December 2003. The BCTF has a long and proud tradition of being in the vanguard of social movements in British Columbia. It’s not really all that long ago that women teachers who became pregnant had to leave their teaching jobs. The provision of maternity leave was not granted by forward-looking employers, but was the result of a hard-fought struggle by the BCTF and other unions. In the early 1970s, the BCTF Status of Women Program came into being and was followed a couple of years later by the Program Against Racism (PAR). Both programs had a provincial advisory committee, a network of contacts, workshops, and a staff person to provide logistical support. A provincial Children’s Rights Committee followed. In the mid—1990s, teachers brought the issues of homophobia and heterosexism to the attention of delegates at successive AGMs. For strategic reasons, teachers challenging homophobia and heterosexism in the public education system chose to form an organization outside the BCTF. The organization is Gay and Lesbian Educators of B.C., better known by the acronym, GALE-BC. At the 1998 AGM, a motion was brought forward to take the existing discrete programs and bring them all together under one program umbrella, called the Social Justice Program. The hotly debated motion was passed by a narrow margin. The BCTF made a strong commitment to make the new structure for social justice work. The new social justice structure has been in place five years. It’s time to take stock. As you see from the recommendations passed at the 2003 AGM, the BCTF is committed to the broadest possible discussion among the members about the direction of social justice work in the Federation. As well as clarifying our goals about directions for social justice, the consultation process will, we hope, renew and invigorate our commitment to social justice. The Social Justice Advisory Committee is recommending to the Executive Committee at its April 10–12 meeting a wide range of consultation opportunities for members. I hope you will take part in the discussions. The committee welcomes both formal and informal comments. Send your comments to any of the committee members: bhailstone@bctf.ca canselmo@bctf.ca cbrice@bctf.ca giese@bctf.ca gmorong@bctf.ca hsangra@bctf.ca jchrona@bctf.ca mwarren@bctf.ca sfairbairn@bctf.ca Dan Blake is an assistant director in the BCTF’s Professional and Social Issues Division.)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=21801&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 23, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 2010   Student brings hope to homeless youth  By Brittney Deering   I am sitting in front of my computer at school trying to write about homelessness. I am homeless and I feel rage, desperation, sadness, frustration, regret, and hopelessness. How can anyone understand my life? I want to tell you about some of the feelings, stresses, and the hardships of being a homeless young person. Just sharing my life situation is embarrassing and yet it gives me a chance to push back against all odds. I want to believe that things will be different in the future and that I will change my experience. A year ago, I was in the same situation as a lot of other youths who are struggling on the streets all the time. Luckily for me, I became homeless during the summer. It is strange to get comfort from a season but it gave me a chance. It all started in July. I was living as an independent youth on a youth agreement with support from the Ministry of Child and Family Development. I was celebrating my 18th birthday and decided to have a few friends over as a little celebration. Unfortunately, by the end of the night things had gotten a bit out of hand, but I never suspected what would happen next. My landlord evicted me with four days notice to leave my “home.” This is a familiar pattern in my life and there was no point in fighting the notice. I had similar experiences when I lived with my mom. We were always searching for a new place and leaving precious things behind. I had nowhere to put my belongings, no truck to help me move, and worst of all, nowhere to go. My friend helped me move a few of my smaller boxes—about all that could fit in her car. I stored those boxes at friends’ houses and took the rest with me. I blamed myself. I felt guilty about messing up again and I had no one who could help me. Whenever I am faced with finding a new place, I feel my insides churn up with anxiousness and desperateness. It was a huge stress not having anywhere to go. I had no income and now I had to put the pressure on friends and their families to help. It is a horrible feeling because it feels like begging. I felt like a burden to those people I care deeply about. I remembered when I was younger having this huge bag and I carried my belongings around with me all the time. Once again, I was in the same situation—carrying my bag around. It had my personal hygiene products and my clothes stuffed full. I carried this 10 kilo sack with me. It made me feel strange and hopeless. It was fine during the summer because everyone was around. There were people to see; the weather was beautiful. I was dreading the return to school because I wanted to tell everyone I was doing fine and that I was living independently, but I would have to lie on the first day back at school. How do I tell people that I have nothing, nothing at all? I hate the lying. My homelessness was real and there was no one to help me other than my boyfriend and a few good friends. I used to steal a lot to feed myself and get the bare necessities that every girl needs. I went to the ministry and my social worker was sympathetic but her supervisor was unwilling to approve my request for a new agreement until I found a place to live. I was homeless for five months. I continued to steal food and moved from place to place. I would have to feel safe in a house and that feeling didn’t last too long because there were often people who were quite willing to rip me off or to take advantage of me. I always felt nervous worrying about my safety. I became quite depressed with the hopelessness. My boyfriend tried to be understanding but he didn’t comprehend the depth of my anxiousness. Just before the cold days of winter took over, my friend Megan and her mom took me in. I was in contact with my social worker now and she was willing to pay Megan’s mom an amount of money for having me there, food, bills, and basic necessities. Everything was going great once again. I had a home, I was back in school, and I wasn’t fighting to survive anymore; it was just coming naturally. In February 2010 Megan and I moved out together on our own. I got involved in a youth homelessness initiative through the group FAYSS (Family and Youth Services Society). Six other youths and I were the board directors. We would have bi-weekly and monthly meetings where we would sit down and talk about what we needed as young people and what we think we needed to be successful. What we came up with was remodeling “Building 272” in Aldergrove. The building was previously just a youth hangout on Friday nights, and different groups used the area. Now it is used as a place for young people to come if they need help anytime. There are meals every night and youth-care workers are there if kids ever need to ask questions, or if someone needs a safe house. We help a lot of young people figure out their lives—especially how to get help. Some just need laundry facilities and a shower, others need food and a computer to send a message home or to someone they love, or to look for jobs. The youth workers help a lot because most kids feel lost in a homeless situation. It makes me feel hopeful that I can be part of helping someone else. I just want them to never experience that feeling of hopelessness. I am grateful to come to school each day but the painful experience of being homeless never leaves me.  Brittney Deering attends Langley Secondary School, Langley. )
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media last tweet "" @ - 12:00am Follow @ last post "" facebook/ - Jan 1st Like Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "#FunFriday Fact: #BC has the highest small business employment in Canada. October is Small Business Month! Check out: http://t.co/20bcLmlvFP" @bcliberals - 03:55pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7228,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 3, November/December 2005 Government upset with interview John McComb, news commentator, CKNW responds to a BC government missive. "In the last hour, we had the labour minister of British Columbia Mike de Jong, on the air along with BCTF leader Jinny Sims, and we interviewed both of them at the same time, although they didn’t speak to each other directly. "This has prompted a response from the government, calling that interview inexcusable, and demanding that it not happen again. And in the meantime, the government of British Columbia has decided, that it will not make available any cabinet ministers, to this radio station. "Calling the interview inexcusable, demanding that it not happen again, and demanding an explanation for why, I put Jinny Sims on the air and Mike de Jong on the air, and asked questions of the two of them, questions back and forth. "That is the response, of the province of British Columbia, of the government of British Columbia, to allowing a free and open debate about a strike that has kept 600,000 kids out of school for the last two weeks. "The spin doctors, and the communications people, are in a knot over this, and I can tell you that personally and professionally, I could care less. "If the province of British Columbia has decided that an issue like this does not allow for a complete and full public airing of the issues, to the extent that the labour minister is somehow inconvenienced, or blindsided, or upset where he was put in a position that he didn’t have his spin doctors to speak for him–tough. "The interview was an attempt to allow this audience to hear both sides, and to cut through the rhetoric, and to cut through the nonsense. And for that, the government has decided that no one from the government will speak on CKNW for the next couple of days at least. "So there you have it. I’ll leave that for you to digest." Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8096,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 7, May/June 2005 On being well: Tough love for you by Julia Johnson Scott Peck begins his book The Road Less Travelled with, "Life is difficult." He suggests that if we understood and accepted that truth, life would no longer be difficult. The same could be said for those who struggle with pursuing personal wellness. The greatest truth about the wellness journey, the pursuit of a healthy lifestyle, is that it is personal, never-ending, consumes a lot of time and energy, and requires a high degree of motivation. There are so many aspects to a wellness lifestyle that even knowing where to start can be frustrating and defeating. For some, a visit to the doctor for some ailment is the starting point for a course of action. Others, overwhelmed with work, decide one day that there has to be a way of doing our job so we are better able to look after ourselves. Still others, having experienced a crisis, are forced to ponder how to translate what really counts into their daily life. Whatever the reason for evaluating your state of wellness, know that your decision to improve your health will be fraught with challenges that will test your fortitude to stay on course and that success will be the outcome if you take one step at a time. Even though the car metaphor is over used when talking about the care we need to give to our bodies, it is still the best image for getting across the message. A case in point is when Lynne Johnson from For Better or For Worse fame has her husband, John, say to their daughter in one of her columns, "If we want to drive as far as we can down the highway of life, we have to look after the vehicle." Looking after the vehicle begins, at the very least, with providing it with the healthiest of foods, such as whole-grain products, increasing intake of vegetables and fruit, choosing lower-fat milk products, reducing fats, selecting smaller, leaner portions of meat and alternatives, and limiting high-fat snacks and desserts. Fuel alone will not keep the vehicle running. The body needs a regular regime of exercise that is anaerobic and aerobic. Anaerobic exercise employs the muscular strength and power components of fitness; aerobic exercise builds cardiovascular endurance. A well-balanced exercise program incorporates both types of exercise as well as flexibility exercise. Seaward, in his book Managing Stress (1996), says a training regime is like money in the bank, an investment in health. Making healthier eating choices without a consistent exercise regime will make long-term success difficult. That is the primary reason why keeping on the wellness road is a struggle. To be consistent and committed to exercising the body, one needs to find the time to do so. The most significant advertising message from one gym is that it only takes a 30-minute workout three times a week to make a difference in your wellbeing. A colleague recently said she was not happy that spending so much of her home time on schoolwork left no time to do the things she wanted to do for herself. She decided that the work priorities in her life were no longer going to interfere with, or supersede, addressing her personal needs. She realized that she needed to block in a time for personal pursuits. She would begin by walking the dog three times a week after supper. Even though her ultimate goal is to be engaged in physical activity every evening, she made a commitment to begin with three times a week as it worked into a natural rhythm with the other activities in her life. Starting a wellness journey requires individuals to use the "tough love" strategy on themselves to ensure commitment and the consistency for lasting success. The tough love approach gives you the mental construct to stand firm against the demands and expectations that will attempt to impinge upon the time you are reclaiming for yourself. Life is indeed difficult. Keeping well and maintaining a healthy lifestyle requires commitment and consistency. That too, is difficult. Tough love for you will make it easier. And the approaching summer will give you the time to begin. Julia Johnson, a learning resource teacher at Red Bluff School, in Quesnel, is a BCTF PD wellness associate. johnsonj@abccom.bc.ca. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141008,www.thetyee.ca,http://www.thetyee.ca/Mediacheck/2014/09/27/Richard-Florida-Ray-Kurzweil-Innovation/,'Innovation' Is Everywhere, But What Does It Mean? | The Tyee About Advertise Follow Support RSS Topic Aboriginal Affairs BC Election 2013 BC Politics Education Energy Environment Federal Politics Film Food Gender + Sexuality Health Housing Labour + Industry Local Economy Media Municipal Politics Music Photo Essays Podcasts Politics Rights + Justice Science + Tech Transportation Travel Urban Planning + Architecture News Culture Opinion National MediaCheck Solutions Join Craving crack civic election coverage? Help fund it... Mediacheck 'Innovation' Is Everywhere, But What Does It Mean? Two of its leading prophets, Richard Florida and Ray Kurzweil, to give their definition at Oct. 22 event. By Geoff Dembicki, 27 Sep 2014, TheTyee.ca   Tweet Innovation: Where is it really taking us? Why Can't Canada Innovate? Failure to invest in research and development is breeding an economic crisis. Why Are Tories Giving up on Canadian Innovation? We could lead in mobile communications and other tech, but Harper doesn't seem to agree. Oil Sands Cleanup Opportunity #4: Restore Subsidies for Innovation Scaled back federal support for new tech frustrates top oil patch execs. Read more: Urban Planning + Architecture Quick, you have 20 seconds to define "innovation." But let's set some ground rules. Your definition can't include the terms cutting edge, disruptive, outside-the-box, paradigm shift, reinvention, optimization, actualize, creativity, iteration or the knowledge economy. And you can't namedrop Steve Jobs, Mark Zuckerburg, Elon Musk or anyone even remotely tied to Silicon Valley. In our age of startups and TED Talks, "innovation" is ubiquitous. Yet few people actually know what it means. If anyone can define "innovation", though, it's Richard Florida and Ray Kurzweil, two of its leading prophets, who'll speak in Vancouver Oct. 22 at an event hosted by SFU Public Square, Vancity and the Vancouver Foundation. (Click here for more information and to purchase tickets). Florida is author of The Rise of The Creative Class, which in 2002 predicted our shift to an economy led by hip, educated urbanites. Kurzweil, a famed inventor and artificial intelligence theorist, was among the first to foresee the Internet's rise and is a director of engineering at Google. We are living in their world. Cities now compete to attract a transglobal cohort of iconoclast professionals, while the hourly techno-progress to which we're becoming immunized makes an age of self-driving cars and "intelligent" machines feel imminent. Innovation promises to free us from limits imposed by history, Mother Nature and even death. No wonder we worship it in these uncertain times. Yet our inability to define its meaning has societal consequences. It could be making us less free. A creative economy? All ideologies make claims about human nature. Florida argues each of us is born creative. "Every human being is innately endowed with the ability to combine and recombine data, perceptions, materials and ideas, and devise new ways of thinking and doing," he writes. Schools and institutions may rob us of that endowment, he argues, but dense and diverse cities grow it larger. When creative people cluster in such cities they generate the economic growth needed to prosper in our post-industrial era. That's been Florida's argument for the past dozen or so years. See echoes of it in the revitalization of downtown cores across North America; in the prevalence of the word "creative" on LinkedIn profiles; in the one-third of North Americans now belonging to the "creative class"; in the cultural ascension of TED Talks; in Mayor Gregor Robertson's desire to grow Vancouver into a thriving tech hub. "Richard Florida," according to one testimony on his website, "has had an impact on every city in the world." What's the nature of this impact? Last year Harper's columnist Thomas Frank pointed out what most of Florida's disciples overlook, that the institutions making creative life possible, "chiefly newspapers, magazines, universities and record labels," are "entering a period of disastrous decline." Florida's advice to creatives is to think more like entrepreneurs. "Do what you love but find out how to make it economically viable," he says. "If they call that selling out then go ahead and do it." No more limits While Florida repositioned "innovation" -- and the urban revitalization necessary to produce it -- as the most important currency of our post-industrial economy, Kurzweil has tried to prepare us psychologically for the vertigo of a world without limits. "In about 40 years," the famed A.I. theorist and inventor predicts, "the pace of change is going to be so astonishingly quick that you won't be able to follow it unless you enhance your own intelligence by merging with the intelligent technology we are creating." Kurzweil has built his reputation on bold predictions. In 1990, he was among the first to foresee the Internet's vast cultural reach. He also invented technology enabling its rise: the flatbed scanner, which digitizes printed materials, and the software making them searchable. Kurzweil is now working for Google on a search engine so smart "you would interact with it like you would a human assistant." He thinks we're "only 15 years away from a tipping point in longevity" that makes death obsolete. Kurzweil's forecasts are often wrong. (In 2005, for instance, he said computers would disappear within five years.) The conviction behind them, though, that no established fact -- not even death -- is safe from disruption, is among our era's overarching narratives. Disruption promises a world without limits. But in reality "it's a theory of history founded on a profound anxiety about financial collapse," The New Yorker's Jill Lepore has argued, and "an apocalyptic fear of global devastation." Question of our age 'WILL INNOVATION SAVE US?' YOUR CHANCE TO ATTEND FOR FREE The Tyee is pleased to be a media sponsor for the 2014 SFU Public Square Community Summit, which this debate is part of. Tickets are going fast, but we have a contest running for ten pairs of tickets. Contest ends Monday, Sept. 29 at midnight, so enter now! What do you get when you combine the worldviews of Florida and Kurzweil? You could see them both as prophets of an era (our era) when the search for new and better solutions to society's problems is finally recognized as the driving force behind human history; when all it takes to succeed is a big idea and the ambition to achieve it; and when no threats to human prosperity -- not overpopulation, climate change, hunger nor full-scale ecological collapse -- are too big to be overcome. But you could also see Florida and Kurzweil as prophets of an entirely different era. One where no creative idea has any worth unless it can be easily monetized; where urban revitalization is actually turning cities like Vancouver into enclaves for the rich and privileged; and where our dream of a world without limits makes us forget that some limits exist for a reason, like the labour unions fighting to keep such disruptive Silicon Valley firms as Uber from creating an economy of "unrestrained hyper-capitalism." Such tensions will certainly be addressed at the fascinating evening discussion that Florida and Kurzweil will be leading Oct. 22 in Vancouver. Hosted by SFU Public Square, the event will be moderated by CBC's Amanda Lang. (Click here to get more information or to purchase tickets). The title of this speaking event is "Will innovation save us?" Where society stands on that question depends very much on how we define "innovation." In doing so we'll be defining an era. Read more: Urban Planning + Architecture Geoff Dembicki reports on energy and climate change for The Tyee. Find his previous stories here. Funding for this article was partially provided by the Climate Justice Project of the Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives, with support from the Fossil Fuel Development Mitigation Fund of Tides Canada Foundation.   Tweet What have we missed? What do you think? We want to know. Comment below. Keep in mind: Do: Verify facts, debunk rumours Add context and background Spot typos and logical fallacies Highlight reporting blind spots Ignore trolls Treat all with respect and curiosity Connect with each other Do not: Use sexist, classist, racist or homophobic language Libel or defame Bully or troll Troll patrol. Instead, flag suspect activity. Please enable JavaScript to view the comments powered by Disqus. comments powered by Disqus LNG a chance, not a windfall, says BC throne speech Postmedia could soon own almost every English newspaper in Canada. What could possibly go wrong? VIEW: Voting for your principles is 'strategic voting' Petition opposes BC's 'potential muzzling' of non-profits More troubles for BC's big LNG plans Tirade at Tyee by immigration minister's top aide analyzed tweet by tweet Government slow to respond to FOIs? No need to tell Bob Mackin Converting ferries to LNG will save money, reduce fares: CEO See more » Tyee Video Picks Submitted by Tyee staff, Today Last chance to see 'The Vancouver Asahi' baseball story at VIFF. Where do these videos come from? From you. Suggest one here! Most Popular Can 'Cuisine' Make a Better School Lunch? Don't Give Postmedia More Local Monopolies What I Saw with a German Tour of the Oilsands How Much Do You Trust Canada's Wireless Giants? Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign First Nations 'Front and Centre Now': Pierre Christy Clark's No Pro at LNG Poker For Kids, the Meal Is the Message Most Emailed Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign For Kids, the Meal Is the Message Understanding Harper's Evangelical Mission Who'd Be a School Trustee in 2014? Why New Euro-Canada Treaty Is a Gift to Oil Firms BC Filmmaking Duo Passes the Acid Test We Must Heed Naomi Klein's Call China Deal Trumps Province, First Nations on Energy Projects: Treaty Expert Fired Researcher Who Killed Self Was Evaluating Drug Backed by Clark Climate Warriors Must Forge Stronger Alliances, Now Reported Elsewhere Postmedia could soon own almost every English newspaper in Canada (via DeSmog) Petronas CEO warns of 15-year delay to BC LNG project (via G&M) BC government apologizes for firing worker who later killed himself (via the Victoria Times-Colonist) From Tibet to Taiwan, China's outer regions watch Hong Kong protests intently (via the New York Times) It's a shame Jean-Claude Duvalier died a free man, says ex-UN prosecutor (via CBC News) Vancouver's cabbies take aim at Uber (via The Province) Keurig's coffee supremacy challenged by Canadian firm (via Yahoo! News) North and South Korea 'agree to talks' (via BBC News) See more » Your BC: The Tyee's Photo Pool Join The Tyee's Flickr group » View previous selections » Most Commented What I Saw with a German Tour of the Oil Sands (132 comments) Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign (76 comments) 'The Environment Is the Economy': MP Weston (106 comments) Fired Researcher Who Killed Self Was Evaluating Drug Backed by Clark (57 comments) Climate Warriors Must Forge Stronger Alliances, Now (53 comments) ISIS Threat: Let's Refuse to be Scared (79 comments) We Must Heed Naomi Klein's Call (309 comments) Christy Clark's No Pro at LNG Poker (38 comments) Six Steps to Protect Canadians from Flaws in China Trade Deal (128 comments) How Labour Unions Make Us Healthier (31 comments) About The Tyee National Pool Contributors Advertise Contact Funding Jobs Master Classes Privacy Policy Submissions Support The Tyee News Culture Opinion National Mediacheck Solutions Video Publications Tyee News Weekly Archives The Hook Other BC Blogs Reported Elsewhere Steve Burgess Murray Dobbin Michael Geist Crawford Kilian Rafe Mair Andrew Nikiforuk Shannon Rupp Bill Tieleman Dorothy Woodend Follow The Tyee Subscribe by email Subscribe by RSS Tyee Mobile App Managed Hosting by Gossamer Threads × Share article via email Send this article to: Your email address: Your message: Would you like to receive The Tyee's headlines free by email? Yes, every day. Yes, once a week. I already subscribe. No, thanks. Submit Show form again » Close)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Touring a natural gas drilling rig with @MLA Mike Bernier, and Brian from EnCana http://t.co/AifdJ4H07b" @Teresa_Wat - 06:01pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "#FunFriday Fact: #BC has the highest small business employment in Canada. October is Small Business Month! Check out: http://t.co/20bcLmlvFP" @bcliberals - 03:55pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=19902&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 2, October 2009  President’s message By Irene Lanzinger Unless you are lucky enough to be independently wealthy, your share of the Teachers’ Pension Plan is likely one of your largest investments. If you do not own your own house, it is almost surely your largest asset. Pension plans everywhere are facing difficult decisions and our Teachers’ Pension Plan is no exception. While the basic pension plan is very secure, the ability of the plan to provide increases to adjust for inflation is in jeopardy. The current plan rules do not require that pension payments are indexed to cost-of-living increases. However, since the early 1980s the plan has provided increases to pensions according to the rate of inflation. Indexing pensions is an important aspect of income security for retired teachers. However, the provision of full indexing is not sustainable at current contribution levels. Increases to pensions tied to cost of living increases are paid from the Inflation Adjustment Account. The current actuarial analysis says that if we change nothing the Inflation Adjustment Account will be depleted by the mid-2020s. The trustees of our pension plan will be making decisions with respect to changes to the plan to deal with this problem next spring. The BCTF will make submissions to them on behalf of teachers in the province. In order to get input from teachers before we make our views known to our Teachers’ Pension Plan trustees, we are holding pension-plan consultation meetings all over the province. Teachers will have an opportunity to hear from staff and committee members regarding the fundamentals of the plan, the current situation with respect to inflation protection, and the options to be considered. There will be a variety of ways in which members can express their views on the solution to the problems. Please ensure that you attend the meeting scheduled in your local and let us know what you think. Collectively, we must decide how to ensure that we all have the opportunity to enjoy a happy, healthy, and well-funded retirement. Irene Lanzinger is BCTF president.)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8754,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, Number 5, April 2004 Globalization comes home to roost: Child labour in Campbell’s B.C. by Gina Whitfield Bill 37, the child labour legislation adopted by the B.C. Liberals, has sent a clear message to teenage workers across the province: You have been made redundant; there are now new, more easily abused workers in town; no matter how close you thought you were to completing your 500 training-waged hours, the bottom just got lower. Thanks to Minister of Labour Graham Bruce and Gordon Campbell’s B.C. Liberals’ bringing in the most regressive child labour bill in North America, 12-year-old children can now work, and, hell, they might not even think that six bucks sucks. The new legislation is a clear attack on all working people, as the government encourages a "race to the bottom," complete with the economic exploitation of children. Bill 37 allows for children as young as 12 to work in British Columbia. Children can be employed in any occupation with almost no legal distinction between them and adult workers. As early as Grade 6, children can work in dangerous or physically intensive conditions in restaurants, door-to-door sales, industry, and agriculture. B.C. and Ralph Klein’s Alberta are the only Canadian provinces that allow 12-year-olds to work. But B.C. trumps all provinces by having the longest work days and longest work weeks for children. When in school, child workers can work 20 hours a week when attending school five days a week. In communities where school boards have implemented "flexible" four-day school weeks—to acommodate educational funding cuts—children can work up to 27 hours per week. That weekday once spent at school can now be spent at the mill, learning the hard knocks of global capitalism. There is precious little regulatory protection regarding, for instance, early morning shift work, work during school hours, or graveyard-shift work. Even in the libertarian Alberta, Klein lets the kids off at 9:00 p.m. In 2002, Canada signed the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child, citing the responsibility of the state to protect children from economic exploitation and from working in conditions that could be hazardous to their health or detrimental to their education. Bill 37 disregards the UN convention and shifts the responsibility for the protection of child workers from the government and the employer to the parent, who is now responsible for making sure the child’s workplace is safe. This process of liberalization and deregulation of employment standards and labour codes is familiar to workers in the Third World, where children of the working class and the poor are used to produce profit for capital. In B.C., the results will be similar, producing an even larger class divide and bringing the chickens of globalization home to roost, so to speak. Bill 37 is part of a wide-ranging attack on working-class and low-income families in B.C, including the contracting out of union jobs; cuts to health, education, social housing; and rent deregulation. And a glaring lack of affordable childcare, coupled with welfare cuts, will force the poorest families in British Columbia to send their children to work. As the 3:00 p.m. bell rings at elementary schools, kids in Point Grey will pile into SUVs heading for soccer or violin lessons, while kids in Surrey-Guildford will pile into school buses, not headed for home but for a little "homework" in the fields, learning about Canadian multiculturalism and equality. Sadly, the parents of the latter will be held morally responsible by the corporate apologists of this government when, not if, their children are injured or killed in the workplace or when being overworked causes them to drop out of school. The child labour bill is so regressive that not even the strongest champions of free enterprise and union bashing wanted to take credit for it. The B.C. Restaurant and Foodservices Association, the Retail Council of Canada, and the Business Council of B.C. have all stated that they were not actively campaigning for the use of child labour. Who was "actively campaigning"? Well, the B.C. Chamber of Commerce said that the ability to use the labour of children under 15 was on their "wish list." Gordon Campbell, apparently, is a genie who grants more than three wishes, as long as those doing the wishing donate to the Liberal Party. The B.C. Agricultural Council was also wishing hard for the legislation, and lobbying even harder. The B.C. Agricultural Council—whose mandate is to strengthen the competitive nature and increase the profits for B.C. agriculture—claims that some British Columbian products, particularly fruits and berries, are more profitable if they are subsidized by cheap labour. The farming industry in British Columbia already has one of the most exploited and casual work forces in the country, made up primarily of immigrants from South Asia and migrant farm labour. Together with Bill 37, the government also entirely removed farm labour from labour code protection. Most farm workers already do piece work and do not make minimum wage, receive overtime pay, benefits, or holidays. That wage slavery has now been codified by the B.C. Liberals. The council had been lobbying the Campbell government to allow for the import of temporary workers from Mexico, who could be more easily abused and economically exploited. Bruce, however, opted to further impoverish the current workforce and further open up the fields to child labour. Bill 37 was, above all, a gift to big agro-business in this province. Globally, international capital has always reaped the profits of child labour. We should not be too surprised that neo-liberal imperialist globalization (a.k.a. capitalism) is hitting the poorest here at home. This is one element of the "race to the bottom," as governments facilitate corporate exploitation of workers and natural resources throughout the world. The child labour legislation of Gordon Campbell’s government is an issue around which to organize as part of the global movement for social justice. And to avoid simple moralizing about "the children," we must also demand jobs with justice for adults, and quality, free education for children. Gina Whitfield works with Free Campbell’s Kids: The Campaign To End Legislated Child Labour in B.C. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=22389&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 23, Number 5, March 2011   Pension seminars Seminars: Your pension, your future and/or Thinking about retiring Preregistration is required for these two seminars co-presented by BCTF staff and Pension Corporation staff. The time and the location will be confirmed by mail or e-mail. Check out the poster in your school staffroom or go to the Teachers’ Pension Plan website (tpp.pensionsbc.ca) or contact the plan by phone 1-877-558-5574 or e-mail TPPseminar@pensionsbc.ca. There is more to it than money  The BCRTA has developed a workshop designed to complement the pension plan seminars, but with limited enrolment to facilitate sharing and learning. Attend a seminar. We know that entering retirement is more than choosing a pension option, and who better to share information, ideas, and experiences with you than retired teachers? Retirement brings with it life-altering situations and a wide variety of choices, some financial, some legal. Some physical, some social, and all are connected with lifestyle. Achieving a workable balance of activities and fulfilling dreams doesn’t just happen. Once you have determined that it’s time to retire, it’s also time to concentrate on all the other aspects of your new venture. If a pension seminar is coming to your area, ask your BCTF local president to contact the BCRTA to book this highly acclaimed follow-up workshop.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11476&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 19, Number 5, March 2007 Historical perspectives 90 years of BCTF programs and services by Ken Novakowski The BCTF today, after 90 years of representing the public school teachers of the province, has become a significant public-sector union in the labour community, an effective advocate for public education with government and the media, and an organization that continues to represent all of the interests of its members—economic, professional, and social. From its inception, the BCTF developed a commitment and culture that has made it a very democratic union, a diverse and all-encompassing service organization, and a public voice for teachers that has served the profession well on a wide range of issues. This article is intended to give some historical perspective to how the BCTF and its many programs and services came into existence and grew into the BCTF we know today. Two teacher strikes, Victoria in 1919 and New Westminster in 1921, and dramatic action by Langley teachers in 1939 helped to put in place a system of teacher bargaining that would ultimately lead to improvements in the economic welfare of teachers. This system of bargaining, which ultimately led to compulsory arbitration to resolve disputes, was in place until full-scope local bargaining was legislated in 1987. And for the first 30 years of our existence we had to sign up all members and collect fees every year, before legislation in 1947 gave us statutory compulsory membership and recognized the Code of Ethics we instituted in 1943. And the BCTF started early (1919) to advocate for a teacher pension policy resulting finally in a Teachers’ Pension Act in 1929, establishing the basis of pensions as years of service and contribution level. Indeed, our first province-wide job action in March of 1971, was a one-day provincial strike over pensions. We continued to work on pensions until we achieved the fine pensions we have today under our joint-trusteed BC Teachers’ Pension Plan. In 1939, the BCTF started its own Sick Benefit Fund to assist teachers who were ill and had run out of sick leave. This, of course, was the genesis of our Salary Indemnity Plan of today. And from the organization’s beginnings, we strove to improve the tenure and professional rights of teachers, highlighting an early demand for teachers to make their own decisions about the work in their classrooms and about instructional materials and curriculum. The BC Teacher, although it has changed over the years in form and format, has been our official publication since 1919, starting first as The Educator and becoming The Teacher in 1921. And in 1940, we established a service that remains to this day unique amongst teacher organizations—BCTF Lesson Aids Service. Teachers develop their own teaching materials that the Federation makes available to other teachers at cost. In 1957, the BCTF began to actively promote the creation of Provincial Specialist Associations (PSAs). Prior to that time there were loosely organized sessions at AGMs of "specialist groupings." PSAs grew and expanded forming PSA Council and today consist of 33 PSAs that play an active role in the professional lives of teachers. In 1961, we launched our international program beginning with an initial allocation of $1 per member, moving in 1983 to allocate 1.86% of our active membership fee each year to solidarity work with teacher unions in South and Central America and in Southern Africa, spawning one of the most successful union international programs in the country. In the 1960s, we launched major working and learning conditions initiatives giving rise to the WLC program, later integrating into our bargaining work. The fight for smaller class sizes and improved classroom conditions for our students has been a hallmark of our public advocacy for over half a century. And, of course, it continues today. In 1970, the BCTF launched a Status of Women program and several years later the Program Against Racism. Both these programs helped spawn a generation of social activists in the union—work that continues today as part of the Federation’s Social Justice program, established by the 1998 AGM. In 1978, the BCTF established the first of its BCTF Associates’ program, which put in place the concept of "teachers teaching teachers," an initiative that eventually gave rise to the Staff Representative Training Program (now School Union Representative Training Program) seven years later. And in the early 1980s we began our Internal Mediation Service providing skilled, trained members to help mediate conflicts in schools--another service unique to the BCTF. In 1986, we began our Program Quality Teach, a program that thrives to this day based on promoting teacher inquiry and reflection into their teaching practice. The demands of full-scope bargaining, begun in 1987, gave rise to grievance support to locals, assistance in arbitrations, strike support, and a whole range of bargaining-related activities undertaken by the Federation to support first local bargaining and then when it was imposed in 1994—provincial bargaining. Also in the early 1990s, we began expanding our Salary Indemnity Program to include a significant teacher rehabilitation component. This program today serves teachers in practically every school district in the province. In 1991, we established a Research Department and in 1994, a program to provide support and services to our Francophone members. In 2000, we established a Peer Support program and in that same year began our Aboriginal Education program, providing support to Aboriginal teachers and working to increase the success of Aboriginal students in public schools. In 1997, we launched a full-fledged health and safety program in the Federation with a focus on prevention, and it later expanded to include extensive work with members on WCB cases and appeals. This historical emergence of Federation programs and services over many generations must be seen alongside all that we essentially do that is central to our organization—defend public education, advocate for improved classroom conditions for teachers and students, struggle for improved bargaining and professional rights for members, and fight for a just and progressive society. History shows that we have never eliminated any significant Federation program or service. Hence our uniqueness as a member-driven organization that successfully continues to represent the best collective interests of all of our individual members and has done so since 1917. Ken Novakowski is the BCTF’s executive director.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=19496,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 1, September 2009  BCTF Advantage By Laurence Greeff Still in its infancy, BCTF Advantage celebrates the second anniversary of the voluntary program, which is based on the model developed by the National Union of Teachers in the UK and the Ontario Secondary School Teachers’ Federation, both of whom have mature programs. BCTF Advantage is designed to develop a voluntary opportunity for members and their immediate household to get travel options on vacations and cruises at advantageous rates, to have a range of insurance options from household to travel/medical insurance at a special rate, and for members to have the option of designing a customized mortgage through the mortgage broker, Ellis Mortgage Brokers. In addition, the Advantage program has begun working with Royal Lepage, the only Canadian real estate company to offer 25% off the real estate fee for BCTF members and their household members. The exciting part of initiating a program like Advantage is that we are building on the long history of the union supporting members. In 1938, the Vancouver Teachers’ Federation signed an agreement with Cunningham Drug Store to provide teachers with lower-cost pharmaceuticals. The program has learned some important lessons from OSSTF when they set up their program; build strong partnerships, make sure that the program is voluntary, and build the involvement by listening to those who choose to join the program. Of course, this is no different from the early days of the depression when co-ops were set up across the prairies for working people to help each other. To date, over 5,000 teacher households have joined BCTF Advantage. No small feat for a program in its infancy and still developing options to support members. Our latest venture is to set up the Community Local Market. We have asked local associations around the province to tell us about companies that support teachers and their families so that we can contact them to find out whether the program can work with those companies to offer the better deal to members around the province. A small example of such an offer is Café Etico, a local company that sells fair trade coffee and helps support the work of CoDev. In working with us, Café Etico will give a special price for teachers and their households giving us an advantage. Some cynical voices out there would often say, “What’s the advantage in Advantage?” We believe that the concept of no surprise pricing in the high-risk travel industry is a huge advantage. That’s why we have partnered so effectively with BCAA on different aspects of an industry that is being jolted by the recession. The relationship between the BCTF Advantage program and BCAA is unique because we work so well together to develop a range of travel options, travel/medical insurance, and other programs that members expressed satisfaction with in a summer survey that was done among Advantage members. Industrial Alliance Pacific, one of Canada’s largest insurance companies has been associated with the BCTF for more than a quarter of a century and their current association with the BCTF Advantage program has given us an opportunity to build a variety of insurance programs for members. One of the key features in the home insurance program is the teacher tool kit that enables an Advantage member to benefit from unique features at very little cost. The “teacher tool kit rider” offers school computer and theft protection; home exchange insurance coverage, and other unique features. One of the most important aspects of the BCTF Advantage program is to build a network of partners who respect our commitment to socially and ethically responsible corporate values and who meet the criteria set by our union. Toshiba is a company that meets the criteria and offers a range of laptops marked down 18%. We think that those laptops offer good value and a price advantage to our members. The recent decision by the Campbell government to introduce the HST will see a definite rise in the cost of buying a house. We believe that Ellis Mortgages Canada, one of the best mortgage brokers in Canada, to design a mortgage for you as a teacher, gives you a distinct advantage. The key value is having someone do the work for you, acknowledge your financial needs as a teacher, and work with you from anywhere in the province to acquire a win-win situation. Of course, to strengthen your position, the Advantage program, has partnered with LaVRES, an independent sales organization made up of leading Royal LePage and associate sales professionals. LaVRES has alliances with established industry partners that ensure your real estate transactions are smooth and trouble free. It is really important that we build a strong community local market with the intent of ensuring that no matter where you are in BC, you will be able to order online, purchase a product directly from a community partner, or use a service if you happen to be traveling through that community. Our goal is to continue building the program. The recent survey we took with Advantage members showed strong satisfaction with the advantages already gained but we need to continue to add products and services that meet the needs of our members and their families across the province. We need to continue moving the program, as they did in Ontario and the UK, to the mature phase and encourage more members to participate. The challenge for us on the subcommittee developing the program is to keep asking the question, “Where is the advantage for teachers and will they be able to see it?” We also need to ensure that we develop a contact in each local to encourage members to look for the potential benefits in joining the BCTF Advantage program. You have a unique opportunity to join the program and to take advantage of potential benefits. Click on the Advantage Program link on the BCTF webpage. It is on your immediate lower right side of the website with the stylized Advantage logo. There may be an opportunity for you to take advantage of the program and discover your advantage. Laurence Greeff, a Langley teacher is a member of the BCTF Advantage sub-committee. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=14126&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > March 1997 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 9, Number 5, March 1997 Grievetalk Recent arbitration decisions by Lynne Sinclair Class composition Vancouver teachers at Prince of Wales Secondary School successfully grieved class composition. VSTA Vice President Irene Lanzinger was counsel for the union in expedited arbitration before Arbitrator Bruce Greyell. She successfully argued that the employer violated the limit of one severe-category special-needs student per class. The employer had placed three severe-category special-needs students in the Bridge Program, an alternate class. Although the principal of the school testified that it would not be easy to move these students within the system, the arbitrator concluded that while a move could be problematic, the employer was in breach of the collective agreement: "In view of the clear language of Article 9.K.6, I can only conclude that the assignment of three students who were classified as "severe" under Article 9.K.2 constituted a breach of the Article." The arbitrator directed the parties to try to resolve the matter themselves, but he remains seized of the matter should no resolution be reached. Although this decision is non-precedential, as it was under the expedited provisions of the Vancouver agreement, it is an important victory for class size. Congratulations to Irene Lanzinger and the teachers at Prince of Wales! Terrace teachers also were victorious in a class-size arbitration. The union argued that the flex factor did not apply to class size when students with special needs are integrated. The grievor taught an intermediate class in which were placed three students with special needs, for a total of 30 students. The collective agreement stipulates that a class must be reduced by one student when students with special needs are integrated. The employer argued that the flex factor of 10% applied and that the limit of the grievor's class was actually 32! Arbitrator Judi Korbin upheld the grievance, ruling that the language was clear and that the flex factor could not be read into the class-size limit in this instance. Noon-hour supervision posting The Grand Forks teachers grieved a posting that included supervision of noon-hour supervisors. The union contended that the posting violated the duty-free-lunch-break provision of the collective agreement by including noon-hour supervision as part of an assignment. Arbitrator Jim Dorsey agreed, finding the posting illegal. Lynne Sinclair is the BCTF's grievance co-ordinator.)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Touring a natural gas drilling rig with @MLA Mike Bernier, and Brian from EnCana http://t.co/AifdJ4H07b" @Teresa_Wat - 06:01pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Touring a natural gas drilling rig with @MLA Mike Bernier, and Brian from EnCana http://t.co/AifdJ4H07b" @Teresa_Wat - 06:01pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/WorkArea/linkit.aspx?LinkIdentifier=id&ItemID=5594,Object moved Object moved to here.)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20140925,ppen.ca,http://ppen.ca/bc-skills-jobs-blueprint/,BC Skills For Jobs Blueprint - Protect Public Education Now ↓ Skip to Main Content “Public education is the primary foundation in any civilized democracy… Any weakening of universal public education can only be a weakening of democracy.” - John Ralston Saul Home A Coordinated Plan BC Skills For Jobs Blueprint CALENDAR Latest posts Learn More – NEW Letters Links Petition Related Articles See Blueprints BC Taking It To The Streets Campaign Home › BC Skills For Jobs Blueprint BC Skills For Jobs Blueprint RESPONSE TO THE BC SKILLS FOR JOB BLUEPRINT The BC Skills for Jobs curriculum was developed by the Liberal Government as a framework to re-engineer education in British Columbia.  The focus of this plan is to develop a K-12 trades based curriculum that significantly shifts our public education system with the sole purpose of preparing all children to be able to respond the employer needs in the workforce.  The intent is to re-engineer K-12 programs to provide more opportunity for trades training, early exposure to trades and faster movement through secondary school to get into the job market.  The main focus currently is to initially utilize $40 million to train children in LNG related jobs prepare students throughout British Columbia, working to fill the estimated 1 million jobs that will come available in the industry.  The final goal is to redistribute 25% of the education budget to focus directly on training all children to participate in the LNG sector.  The focus, as outlined in the proposal is to move from educating children to training them, leaving behind other areas of what has traditionally been considered a normal child’s public school educational experience, with a focus on the whole child. In 2011 a comprehensive study conducted in communities throughout British Columbia focused on what British Columbians saw as the role and purpose of public education.  The result was the BC Charter For Public Education, a document that still stands as the last comprehensive dialogue about public education in the province. This was the promise that British Columbians made in regards to public education: As a community we promise to prepare learners for a socially responsible life in a free and democratic society, to participate in a world which each generation will shape and build.  We promise a public education system which provides learners with knowledge and wisdom, protects and nurtures their natural joy of learning, encourages them to become persons of character, strength and integrity, infuses them with hope and with spirit, and guides hem to resolute and thoughtful action.  The changes that are being proposed by the BC Liberal Government, in the BC Skills for Jobs Blueprint, are in direct opposition to what British Columbians have indicated they see the role and function of public education being.  The promise has been broken and children throughout the province will suffer as a result.  We have an obligation to keep this community promise that we have made to our children. This chart provides statements from the Charter, how the Blueprint sees changes and an analysis of how the changes being proposed significantly alter the role and function that has been agreed to in reference to public education.  This chart serves as an introduction to changes that are being proposed and the effect they will have on the system. BC Charter for Public Education BC Skills for Jobs Blueprint Analysis To recognize that the learner is at the center of public education.  To offer learners a broad base-based education which includes aesthetic, artistic, cultural, emotional, social, intellectual, academic, physical and vocational development in order that they can find and follow their hopes, dreams and passions  “We are re-engineering education and training so that BC students and workers have the skills to be first in line for jobs in a growing economy.” Sole focus of Blueprint is equipping students to realize career opportunities most in demand – to “put British Colombians in line for job openings.”Education focusing on the estimated 1 million jobs in LNG sector”Our goal is to make sure that British Columbians have a seamless plan that takes them from elementary to high school through post-secondary education and right into the workforce.”   Expanding dual credits in our schools to get students trained more quickly We are encouraging students to choose training that leads to high-demand jobs and to consider relocating to areas of the province where work and training are readily available. “The blueprint reflects our shared goals” (shared does not include members of the educational community – business, industry and government)   The new curriculum is focused mainly on training, more specifically on the vocational aspect of schooling rather than offering all areas. Loss of focus on visual and performing arts, liberal arts and physical development The possibility exists that students will be locked into training for a specific skill early in their educational career.   This could result in streaming children at an early age with an increased absence of an academic focus.  This would likely lead to a two tiered system where parents who want their children to get into university, pay for their children to go to private school, leaving public schools focussed on trades training With this focus there will be less time to explore passions or a comprehensive education There are shared goals but not with educators – with business, industry and government – a focused training program to fit a specific job set upon graduation physical, spiritual, emotional and intellectual integrity of each individual, recognizes and acknowledges differences and prevents discrimination in all of its forms To provide a safe and respectful environment for life-long learning which celebrates diversity, embraces the   “giving employers and industry a stronger role and voice in shaping and evaluating ours skills and training funding and program delivery”Change in focus of K-12 Public EducationK-12 – get a head start to hands on learning in the workforce and trainingFocus on Ace It program as a foundation to public education – reform Grade 10 – 12 high school graduationReview K – 9 curriculum – providing relevant hands on training for students Education resources will be decided on “rely [ing] on the best data and labour market projections. The most up-to-date labour market information will be used to guide government decision-making and to determine spending priorities.”   No new money for this program – reallocation of education dollars to the new program “Government currently funds education and training in excess of $7.5 billion per year. Re-engineering training and education doesn’t mean spending more, it means targeting more of the substantial resources already available to meet labour market priorities”   For some students throughout the province this is an excellent opportunity to focus on skills training through an apprenticeship program.  Many schools have programs like this currently.  The concern comes when all students are focused in training programs from an early age developed by industry and business not educators.  This does not take into account child diversity, individualism or acknowledge differences Education will become data driven based on labour market not children’s needs Finding for other important areas will be limited with limited existing funds to be funneled to training To respect, encourage and foster the learner’s role as a full participant, together with others is the educational community, in developing their own goals, learning activities and curricula  “Blueprint …. the commitment to deliver the skilled workforce BC’s growing LNG and other sectors need, and create the opportunity for long term and well-paying jobs that strengthen our families and communities”“Primary goal for the education system will be to prepare these people for these jobs”Refocus of investment in schools – job programs / labour market programs for youth / programs for students with disabilities / aboriginal / infrastructure – with a focus on this redevelopment / invest in Canada job grants / community employment partnership programSpending actions will be data driven – based on industry requirementsFocus of significant amount of education dollars education dollars will be placed to develop workers for resource based jobs “These jobs openings will be created by major new opportunities, including expanding liquefied natural gas (LNG) development Relocation subsidies will help students relocate to another community to participate in ACE-IT programs. Funding for apprenticeship Trades Ambassadors – people who visit schools and communities to promote trades careers and provide students with first-hand information Re-engineering operating grants to support high-demand occupations The focus in this program is not on the needs of the students or the educational needs – rather on the needs of industry and business Funding dictates what students are to be interested in – not allowing children to develop their own goals, learning activities and curricula – date will provide what the students will learn and be involved in. To nurture and value critical thinking skills so that learners are equipped to be reflective and analytical global citizens  Hire trades people as teachers with a focus on the skills necessary for success in the LNG sectorQualify more trainers to teach skills / trades foundation courses and apprenticeship training in high schoolsSuggest making it faster and easier for qualified tradespeople to earn teaching certificatesStronger partnership with industry and connecting youth with workplaceFocus for educators, counselors, students and families will be on information on industry labour market trends The Ministry of Education will work with all school districts to increase their skills training and recruitment capacity, starting with on-the-ground support for northern districts in the LNG corridor. Applied Skills Curriculum in Grades K-9 will be the focus We need to provide more and better information about skilled trades and improve school district capacity to support and deliver relevant and exciting programs to students. Focus on hiring specific trades for training rather that subject specialists and those steeped in good pedagogy Breadth of understanding about human development will be lessened with an increase in trade specific trainers.   Critical thinking skills will be      de-emphasized with a focus on knowledge / skill based training Staffing and resources will be focused on the industry labour market trends rather than developing the whole person – focus on developing a worker rather than a citizen To create an environment in which each learner can reach their greatest potential, each learning style is affirmed, and the achievements of each learner are measured and assessed accordingly  Stronger partnership with industry and connecting youth with workplaceFocus for educators, counselors, students and families will be on information on industry labour market trendsThese objectives are:A head-start to hands-on learning in our schools.A shift in education and training to better match with jobs in demand. A stronger partnership with industry and labour to deliver training and apprenticeships. The Ministry of Education will work with all school districts to increase their skills training and recruitment capacity, starting with on-the-ground support for northern districts in the LNG corridor. Applied Skills Curriculum in Grades K-9 should excite and prepare students        An environment in which each learner can reach their greatest potential will be limited in public school with a focus on the development of workers for specific jobs most notably in LNG The narrow focus of the elementary and secondary school curriculum will force many students to private schools where the focus is much broader – not all students will be engaged with a focus on industry training and work within the resource based industries Labour will become plentiful – allowing companies to lower wages for workers – and therefore increasing the demand on even base entry level / minimum wage positions     Pages A Coordinated Plan BC Skills For Jobs Blueprint CALENDAR Latest posts Learn More – NEW Letters Links Petition Related Articles See Blueprints BC Taking It To The Streets Campaign WHAT CAN I DO NOW? Recent Posts Supreme Court appeal Sign the Petition, Join us to Present It on Monday August 25th at the Legislature! Open Letter: Premier Clark, Negotiate with Teachers Make this Letter Your Own Letter To Christy Clark On Public Education Cuts © 2014 Protect Public Education Now ↑ Responsive Theme powered by WordPress)
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(20141007,itunes.apple.com,https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/huffpost-live/id572584499?mt=8,HuffPost Live on the App Store on iTunes Menu Apple Apple Store Mac iPhone Watch iPad iPod iTunes Support Search apple.com Search apple.com Reset Search apple.com Overview Features iTunes Charts Opening the iTunes Store.If iTunes doesn't open, click the iTunes application icon in your Dock or on your Windows desktop.Progress Indicator iTunes iTunes is the world's easiest way to organize and add to your digital media collection. We are unable to find iTunes on your computer. To download the free app HuffPost Live by HuffingtonPost.com, get iTunes now. Already have iTunes? Click I Have iTunes to open it now. iTunes for Mac + PC HuffPost Live By HuffingtonPost.com View More by This Developer Open iTunes to buy and download apps. Description HuffPost Live is a live-streaming video network that uses the most engaging stories on The Huffington Post as the jumping-off point for real-time conversations and commentary – and invites viewers to join the discussion as on-air guests. Topics range from current events to entertainment to tech to parenting to health and fitness. With the HuffPost Live app, you can: Watch compelling conversations about the day’s top stories Join these conversations as an on-air guest Share and comment in real-time Read up and comment on upcoming segments Choose from a variety of app views that highlight the features you’re most interested in Sync with AirPlay and Apple TV, allowing you to comment or follow the conversation on your iPad while watching HuffPost Live on your TV screen Don't just watch the news, be part of shaping it. Download the HuffPost Live app for free. HuffingtonPost.com Web SiteHuffPost Live Support What's New in Version 1.1.4 Bug Fixes Screenshots iPhone iPad Customer Reviews Not an iOS8 app...       by sfarkhan Crashes on opening. Note to HuffPost: Well, if you want to people to take you seriously as a news source, you should have updated the Live app on the iOS 8 launch along with every other news agency. I've had iOS8 beta for weeks so there is no excuse to have missed that date. Works on iPad 2 with OS 8 but...       by Buttonfly501 I watched Steven King's interview which was crystal clear. Left the app, came back to start it again and an Ally bank advertisement popped up and now overlays the app and I cant get the add to go away. Fix it.       by neb75 My first time opening the app I tried to watch a video on a different page. Well I had to go back to first page to stop the live feed. It went to a Facebook sign in page and no way to get out of it. Deleted! Customers Also Bought Slate.com News View In iTunes CBS This Morning News View In iTunes The Week Magazine US News View In iTunes Breaking News + News View In iTunes View In iTunes This app is designed for both iPhone and iPad Free Category: News Updated: May 14, 2014 Version: 1.1.4 Size: 6.7 MB Language: English Seller: The Huffington Post © The Huffington Post You must be at least 17 years old to download this app. Infrequent/Mild Profanity or Crude Humor Frequent/Intense Cartoon or Fantasy Violence Infrequent/Mild Alcohol, Tobacco, or Drug Use or References Infrequent/Mild Horror/Fear Themes Frequent/Intense Simulated Gambling Frequent/Intense Realistic Violence Infrequent/Mild Sexual Content and Nudity Infrequent/Mild Mature/Suggestive Themes Compatibility: Requires iOS 6.0 or later. Compatible with iPhone, iPad, and iPod touch. This app is optimized for iPhone 5. Customer Ratings Current Version:      14 Ratings All Versions:      124 Ratings More by HuffingtonPost.com The Huffington Post View In iTunes Huffington View In iTunes GPS for the Soul View In iTunes Discover and share new apps. Follow us on @AppStore. Discover and share new music, movies, TV, books, and more. Follow us @iTunes and discover new iTunes Radio Stations and the music we love. Home iTunes iTunes Download iTunes Features iTunes Charts More iTunes Digital Music Basics iTunes Gifts iTunes U iPod + iTunes Support AirPlay Accessibility Working with iTunes Overview Sell Your Content Enhance Your Content Market with iTunes Link to iTunes iTunes Store Browse iTunes Store Browse App Store Buy Music Now Buy iTunes Gift Cards Redeem iTunes Gift Cards iTunes Corporate Sales Free Single of the Week Shop the Apple Online Store (1-800-MY-APPLE), visit an Apple Retail Store, or find a reseller. Apple Info Site Map Hot News RSS Feeds Contact Us Copyright © 2014 Apple Inc. All rights reserved. Terms of Use Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/ResearchReports.aspx?id=5560,BCTF > 2000ei02, Split-Grade and Multi-Age Classes: A Review of the Research and a Consideration of the B.C. Context  	BCTF Research Reports  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Publications > Research Reports  PDF version BCTF Research Report Section XII 2000-EI-02 Split-Grade and Multi-Age Classes: A Review of the Research and a Consideration of the B.C. Context January 2000 by Charlie Naylor   While there are different names and forms of multi-age classrooms, the essential concept involves combining different grade levels or age groups within one classroom. The most common form is a split grade in an elementary school which is taught by one teacher for all or most of the time. Split-grade classes usually consist of students from two sequential grades within one classroom, for example Grade 2/3 or Grade 4/5, or some other combination. Split-grade classrooms are one type of configuration within multi-age classrooms, which might include children with a range of ages, going as far as the one-room K-12 school. There are two reasons why multi-age classes exist: one reflects a philosophy; the second relates to administrative considerations. The philosophy that students benefit from the range and diversity possible with multi-age groupings is reflected in the work of Gaustad (1997), who argued that: "Research indicates that heterogeneous grouping promotes cognitive and social growth, reduces anti-social behaviour, and facilitates the use of research-based developmentally appropriate instructional practices such as active learning and integrated curriculum. The wider range of ages and abilities in a multi-age classroom discourages misleading age-graded expectations and helps teachers focus on students’ individual learning needs." This reflects a deliberate and systematic mixing of students of different ages as desirable and as beneficial to students. Gaustad’s work was supported by the findings of Feldman and Gray (1999), who found four benefits for students in such classrooms: Younger children actively use older children to develop skills and to acquire knowledge. Mixed-age play offers unique opportunities for creativity and the practise of skills. Age mixing provides opportunities for children to find others of matching abilities. Older children actively assert responsibility for younger ones and develop an increasingly sophisticated understanding of that responsibility. Multi-age or non-graded classrooms tend to have "an individualized, developmental focus, manifest in continuous progress rather than lock-step, graded curriculum for a class group of students varying in age" (Russell, Rowe and Hill, 1998). The focus identified by Gaustad and by Russell et al represents an important conceptual foundation of multi-age classrooms. It reflects an emphasis on students’ individual needs and progression, with a style of pedagogy to support such needs, rather than the whole class progression through a prescribed curriculum at the same time and pace. It could be argued that the individualized approach appears out of step with many current provincial, state, or national policies, which stress grade- and age-level curriculum and outcomes, and which prescribe required measurements of such outcomes either through standardized tests or by the use of large-scale assessments. The second reason for the existence of what are usually defined as multi-grade classes is more mundane, far more common, and was stated by Veenman (1995) to be: "an administrative device used to cope with declining student enrolment or uneven class size." In this context, classes are combined because there are simply not enough students to form a single-grade class, for either of the two reasons stated by Veenman, or because of a school’s isolation, where combining grades may be the only economically viable option. By combining grades, small rural schools can continue to exist within a community, thereby making the community more cohesive and viable. One reason for combining classes across ages and grades is therefore philosophical, and claims benefits (usually termed multi-age), while the other is economic, done out of necessity rather than choice (usually termed multi-grade). The economic justification for combining grade levels may be one reason why concerns surface most commonly from parents of children in split-grade classes in urban schools, who often argue that their child’s optimal educational placement is compromised by economic factors. The debate about multi-age/multi-grade classrooms focuses on two areas: benefits or harm to students’ academic and social development, and teachers’ capacity to teach effectively while managing more than one grade level. Of these two, more attention in the research has been given to the effects on students. In one of educational research’s typically polite but lively exchanges, Veenman (1995, 1996) argues that "there is no empirical evidence for the assumption that student learning may suffer in multi-grade and multi-age classrooms." He is challenged by Mason and Burns (1996), who suggest that Veenman "may simply be wrong". The debate articulated in these papers provides the best consideration of this issue from the available literature. Veenman’s 1995 paper reviewed 56 studies from 12 countries, including four from Canada (one of which was a 1991 study by Milburn, conducted in B.C.). Veenman examined the findings of these studies to compare academic/cognitive and non-cognitive effects between multi-grade/multi-age and single-grade/single-age classrooms. The cognitive focus included subject-area breakdowns, while the non-cognitive focus considered personal and social adjustment, self-concept, attitudes towards school, and motivation. For cognitive effects, the study considered: Nine matched studies (where single- and multi-grade classrooms which appeared comparable were the subject of the study). Sixteen random sample studies, in which the effects of single/multi-grade could be isolated and compared from a larger body of data. Thirteen studies where single/multi-grade classes were compared but with no evidence of compatibility in areas such as student academic levels. For non-cognitive effects, seventeen studies were reviewed. In reporting his findings, Veenman separates 45 multi-grade classes (administrative device to cope with uneven class size/falling enrolment) and 11 multi-age classes (deliberate grouping of children of different ages for educational reasons). Of the 45 multi-grade classes, no consistent differences in achievement were found with respect to reading, mathematics, language, or composite scores. Of the studies looking at overall achievement, 28 of 38 found no overall effects. In four studies, significant and positive effects were found favouring multi-age classes, and six studies favoured single-grade classes. Of the eleven studies looking at multi-age classes, no significant differences in areas of cognitive achievement were found in nine. In the non-cognitive areas, the multi-age classes generally scored higher but the differences were not significant. Of the seventeen studies reviewed for non-cognitive effects, five of these reported significant non-cognitive differences in favour of multi-grade classes, but these did not translate into higher achievement, and in general there were no significant differences between single- and multi-grade classes. Veenman identifies four factors which he believes are the reasons for minimal differences in learning between single- and multi-grade classes: Grouping alone is unlikely to influence outcomes, as organizational factors are less important than instructional practices. Conscious criteria may be used in selecting students, so that students who can work independently and have fewer behavioural difficulties may be selected. Teachers receive no additional training for multi-grade teaching, and may be negative about teaching multi-grade classes. (This implies that with such training, students in multi-grade classes would perform better than those in single-grade classes, and has been interpreted by Mason and Burns to infer bias in favour of multi-grade arrangements.) If teaching multi-grade classes involves more preparation time and a greater workload for teachers, teachers use most of their energy ensuring their students achieve at a level they would manage in a single-grade class. Veenman also reported findings linked to: optimal class size, with 20-25 reported as preferable for multi-grade classes, and with one study (Gayfer, 1991) reporting significantly higher achievement scores for Grade 6 students in single-grade classes larger than 26 students when compared to similarly-sized multi-grade classes. optimal combinations of grade levels, with considerable uncertainty about which combinations work best, as there exists minimal research into this area. reported positive student achievement effects from combining grades within one subject area, usually reading (Gutierrez and Slavin, 1992). six key variables identified by Miller (1989, 1991) for successful multi-grade teaching: classroom organization; classroom management and discipline; instructional organization and curriculum; instructional delivery and grouping; self-directed learning; peer tutoring. The Mason and Burns (1996) paper argues that while multi-grade classes are good for some students, they are "potentially onerous" for most, and increase teacher stress. While they do not dispute Veenman’s findings that there are no significant differences in achievement between students in single- and multi-grade classrooms, they challenge both the interpretation and explanation of his findings. Multi-age classrooms, they argue, are selectively formed and offer lower quality instruction than single-grade classes. Selection is likely to increase student achievement, while lower quality instruction is likely to reduce it. They argue that the two cancel each other out, thereby causing no achievement differences. In contrast, they state that Veenman claims no selection bias and no difference in the quality of instruction, leading to no achievement differences. Mason and Burns find evidence in the literature that: "Principals, in an effort to reduce the burden on multi-grade teachers, place more able, more independent, and more co-operative students in multi-grade classes." They argue that by selectively placing such students in multi-grade classrooms, a negative effect on achievement is likely in any single-grade classrooms in the same school, as these classes must necessarily contain comparatively less able, less independent, and less co-operative students. If same-school single-grade students’ achievement scores were compared with the multi-grade classes in that school in a research project, the findings of the research would therefore reflect this. Mason and Burns believe that comparisons could be best made (but rarely are) between two sets of students who are randomly placed in both single- and multi-grade classrooms, rather than randomly selecting from students who are selectively placed (as they claim is more common in the research). The claim of selection was challenged by Veenman (1996) in a paper responding to Mason and Burns, in which he stated that selection of the nature indicated by Mason and Burns was only found in four of fifty-one studies. The second key argument made by Mason and Burns focuses on the quality of instruction, which they claim is lower in multi-grade classrooms. Their case is not that teachers in such classes are inferior, but that the demanding nature of multi-grade teaching reduces the quality of instruction. They identify two areas in which demands are greater: increased workload (more preparation/grouped instruction/teaching time) and more complex class organization (less instructional time, less individual attention, and greater management demands). They claim that: "teachers are therefore faced with delivering two different curricula to students of twice the age range in the same amount of time – factors which make these two structures drastically different…. The two curricula that are part and parcel of these classes require more preparation, more grouped instruction, and more teaching time on the part of the teachers…. Teacher stress is exacerbated, and curriculum coverage and adaptive assistance are diminished, with negative outcomes." Veenman acknowledges the increased stress on teachers in multi-grade classrooms in his 1996 response, where he shared findings from interviews with teachers in Holland: "Interview data showed the teachers in the multi-grade classes to be less satisfied with their jobs than their counterparts in single-age classes as a result of the heavy teaching load and demands for classroom management." Mason and Burns argue that the data concerning teacher satisfaction indicate that extra supports appear necessary to effectively manage multi-grade classrooms: "… teachers will require considerable support and will need to expend considerable effort to reap rewards from these classrooms. Lacking such support, most teachers find multi-grade classes to be difficult classroom environments to manage, and they cope with the two grade levels and curricula as best they can." Both sides of this debate have something to offer, though Veenman’s evidence is more substantial, with a very wide-ranging international review of the literature on this issue. His views are supported by research completed after his review, in particular the work of Trusty and Beckenstein (1996) and Gorrell (1998). And both Veenman and Mason and Burns essentially agree that there are no significant differences in students’ academic achievement between single-and multi-grade classes. They also agree that the teaching load is heavier in multi-grade classes, causing reduced satisfaction and increased stress for teachers. A report by Gomulchuk and Piland (1995) found that rural elementary teachers in northern British Columbia were more positive in their attitudes towards multi-age classrooms than were urban teachers. This result perhaps links more to the sustaining of community in such areas than to the pedagogical and organizational issues discussed by most of the researchers on this subject. The Australian study by Russell, Rowe, and Hill (1998) provides evidence of significant and negative differences in terms of student achievement caused by the single variable of students being in multi-grade classrooms. They found some significant negative effects on achievement associated with multi-grade classes, and some non-significant effects. However, different results were found in two different years of data collection, and between literacy and numeracy, the dual focuses of the study. In one year, the data collected for student progress in literacy "revealed, among other things, a strong, direct negative effect of being in a multi-grade class." The following year’s data again showed negative effects, but these were not significant. Differences in mathematics showed negative effects for multi-grade classrooms, but these were not statistically significant. In the qualitative research conducted by Russell et al, nine contextual factors were identified by teachers and administrators. These factors were "seen to have the power to exacerbate or moderate the level of difficulty" in multi-grade classrooms, and were: the choice of teacher, teacher ability, teacher skill in organization and planning class size balance in size of year-level sub-groups number of children with challenging behavioural problems range of student abilities, achievement, and styles of learning, especially independence arrangements for students to mix with their year-level peers in other classes for activities such as sports and excursions organization of a two-year curriculum, so that students do not miss out on curriculum coverage time taken to deal with additional parent pressure additional time and pressure from the demands of ongoing school-level changes. Successful learning for students depends on a range of pedagogical and organizational factors within different classroom, school, and community contexts, all of which exist within the wider context of district or provincial policies. The promotion or consideration of any single variable or program should always be made with local factors and contexts in mind. A useful caution was provided by Veenman: "The purpose of my review was not to encourage policy makers and practitioners to adopt the multi-graded form of classroom organization more frequently. Policymakers and practitioners should always proceed with caution in the application of research findings, and should not base policy decisions on research findings alone." The issue of context was also addressed by Russell et al, whose findings included varying perceptions of educators in different countries because of the educational or social contexts. Differences in emphasis on the use and importance of formal testing, for instance, could lead to radically different educator perceptions of the desirability and manageability of multi-grade classrooms. If such testing is linked to accountability, educators are less likely to be receptive to multi-grade classes. Whether one works or lives in a small rural community or in a metropolitan area appears to be an important contextual factor, with the former reflecting far more positive views of multi-grade classrooms from both teachers and parents. Significant gaps in our understanding of the B.C. context exist, and there appears to be a minimal consideration of trends, prevalence, and potential problems linked to this issue. We do not know if there have been increases or decreases in the numbers of multi-grade classrooms in B.C., as no data are collected at the provincial level. If they are collected at the district level, they are not widely shared. With the provincial collective agreement, and in particular the K-3 class-size language, there may be increases in the numbers of multi-grade classrooms as districts juggle class composition to meet the contract requirements. On the other hand, with new curriculum and changed provincial policies, there may have been a reduction in the number of those multi-age classes which were developed to reflect a philosophical approach supporting individualized, self-paced learning. Examples of such classes could be found in the immediate post-Sullivan era, reflecting an approach which has been rejected by the provincial government for most grade levels. With substantial numbers of teachers retiring in the next ten years, will the pool of skilled and experienced teachers be adequate to effectively teach multi-grade classes? What forms of pre-service and in-service training and support may be appropriate to develop or extend the skills which are necessary to effectively teach in such classes? Are assessment or reporting issues problematic in, say, a Grade 3-4 split, where different requirements may exist for the two grades? Are there substantial numbers of relatively new, but not necessarily inexperienced, teachers with, say, five years’ teaching experience, who have predominantly taught at one grade level without the experience of teaching students in other grades or in a classroom with combined grades? These represent but some of the questions that might be addressed in the B.C. context. With the "economic necessity" case for multi-grade arrangements, one might expect to see more of them as districts seek to make economies wherever possible. If multi-grade classes are becoming more prevalent, and if the justification stems from economic or collective-agreement considerations, how do we meet the learning needs of students, and support the professional capacity of teachers? As the political winds changed to reduce support for the philosophy of multi-age classes, has an economic wind shifted schools and districts back towards a more mundane version of them, but with minimal consideration of how students learn, and how teachers teach in such classrooms?   REFERENCES Feldman, J., Gray, P. (1999). "Some Educational Benefits of Freely Chosen Age Mixing Among Children and Adolescents." Phi Delta Kappan. Vol. 80, No. 7, 507-512. Gayfer, M. (Ed.) (1991). "The Multi-Age Classroom: Myth and Reality. A Canadian Study." Toronto, Ontario: Canadian Education Association. Gaustad, J. (1997). "Building Support for Multiage Education." ERIC Digest #114, July. Gomulchuk, S.L., Piland, W.E. (1995). "Teacher Attitudes Towards Multi-Age Classes." Education Canada, 35, 4, 28-32. Gorrell, J.L. (1998). A Study Comparing the Effects of Multiage Education Practices versus Traditional Education Practices on Academic Achievement. Master’s Thesis, Salem-Teikyo University. ED 424008. Gutierrez, R., Slavin, R.E. (1992). "Achievement Effects Of The Non-Graded Elementary School: A Best Evidence Synthesis." Review of Educational Research, 62, 333-376. Mason, D.A., Burns, R.B. (1996). " ‘Simply No Worse and No Better’ May Simply Be Wrong: A Critique of Veenman’s Conclusions About Multi-Grade Classes." Review of Educational Research, 66 (3), 307-322. Miller, B.A. (1989). The Multi-Grade Classroom: A Resource Handbook for Small, Rural Schools. Portland, Oregon: Northwest Regional Educational Laboratory. Miller, B.A. (1991). "A Review of the Qualitative Research on Multi-Grade Instruction." Journal of Research in Rural Education, 7 (2), 3-12. Russell, V.J., Rowe, K.J., Hill, P.W. (1998). "Effects of Multi-Grade Classes on Student Progress in Literacy and Numeracy: Quantitative Evidence and Perceptions of Teachers and School Leaders." Melbourne, Australia: University of Melbourne. Trusty, E.M., Beckenstein, S. (1996). A Comparative Study of Single-Graded versus Multi-Graded Classrooms. Virginia, USA: ED417014. Veenman, S. (1995). "Cognitive and Non-Cognitive Effect of Multi-Grade and Multi-Age Classes: A Best-Evidence Synthesis." Review of Educational Research, 65 (4), 319-381. Veenman, S. (1996). "Effects of Multi-Grade and Multi-Age Classes Reconsidered." Review of Educational Research, 66 (3), 323-340.  © British Columbia Teachers’ Federation, 2000. About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/02/on-legislated-contract-and-parents-who.html?showComment=1330377630203,Staffroom Confidential: On a legislated contract and parents who care - one teacher's perspective Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Friday, February 24, 2012 On a legislated contract and parents who care - one teacher's perspective A Victoria teacher responded to a CBC interview with Sheila Orr about the Liberal government's plan to legislate an imposed contract on teachers: I was so discouraged to hear Sheila Orr's cavalier, "I don't care" today when asked about the teachers being legislated back to work. She talked about hearing parents talking on the playground, feeling exactly the same as her - they don't care, it's time for teachers to go back and give children what they aren't getting. Well, I am a teacher, and I talk to parents all the time. The parents I work with DO care. They care when their children aren't getting adequate instruction in class because the teacher is spending too much time managing constantly disruptive behaviours. They care when a child with autism is only given funding for a half day of assistance, leaving schools struggling to know how to cope. They care when their child is released from learning assistance after six weeks, just starting to make progress, because the funding isn't there to continue. They care when their child waits almost a year for a referral to a school occupational therapist. They certainly do care. It's not hard to learn more about the real issues behind the teacher's strike. Ms Orr's position that teachers need to go back and give the children what they aren't getting, is shockingly naive and uninformed considering she is given a weekly platform to discuss political issues. Instead of adding to an educated debate, she adds fuel to the fire of ignorance. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 12:26 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 11 comments: Skinny DipperFebruary 24, 2012 at 2:05 PM The problem with a contract imposed by the government is that teachers will then prioritize tasks that they perform. The lowest priority will be extra-curricular activities. Teachers usually volunteer to lead activities such as coaching different sports and supervising different clubs in the school. Since teachers cannot be voluntold to participate in these activities, the activities may be cancelled for the duration of an imposed contract.ReplyDelete Kathy CouchFebruary 24, 2012 at 5:30 PM Fantastic letter!ReplyDelete Diane McNallyFebruary 24, 2012 at 5:54 PM I missed this CBC interview but as a former special education and Reading Recovery teacher and presently a school trustee, I care. Net zero is an ideological union-busting ploy. Restoring taxation levels for corporations would go a long way to make "net zero" even more unnecessary than it is, instead of selling assets and blaming working people for a desire to have at least a cost of living increase in wages.ReplyDelete Ms. HendraFebruary 25, 2012 at 6:12 PM Thank you to the writer who wrote in about Sheila Orr's comments. I too, listened to the CBC with my coffee Friday morning, before heading to work, and yes.... I've been working too. I was shocked - even thinking about calling Talk Back line. I may need to write her a letter as I can't get it off of my mind. It would be helpful if she could be specific about ".. what children aren't getting...". I'm a grade 6 teacher and this week my kids got: interactive lessons on finding perimeter and area, experiences with taking their descriptive paragraphs and turning them into digital stories, complete with photos, special effects, narration and music, and also an introduction to the issue of child labour in the chocolate trade, with reference to social justice and working conditions. And that's just with me.... I know they learned lots from their Science, Band and Art teachers, too . So, again, what is it that she thinks children aren't getting?!?? Tannis HendraReplyDelete Carolyn HoweFebruary 26, 2012 at 4:01 PM Hi Tannis, I wrote that letter - I know - Sheila Orr was infuriating! I encourage you to write something down and call Talk Back and read it. I did that over a field trip issue before Christmas, and they played it. I hope they will read my letter too - but you might have a better chance if you've never called before. Carolyn HoweReplyDelete Replies Ms. HendraMarch 1, 2012 at 4:22 PM Thanks Carolyn, I may do that.Delete Reply AnonymousFebruary 27, 2012 at 6:30 AM "Hearing parents on the playground" does not give them the proper forum to articulate what the parents may be thinking. I would define the parents' perspective quite differently. "I don't care" likely means. "I don't think the teachers should get an increase and get back to work". I strongly believe all of the things that you listed in the post. Giving children the help they need is of up most importance. In a society that we live in today, with our FIRST WORLD resources, we should be able to do this easily. However, asking for an increase and then making noises about class composition, etc comes off as "we want more money". If you REALLY care about the student. Then take it and deal with the other issues. NOT the wage issue. As a parent, it keeps coming across as "WE WANT MORE MONEY". That is the problem. If it ISN'T about the wages then why does the "net zero" issue keep being pushed. I'll agree, I am a parents, and I care.ReplyDelete Tara EhrckeFebruary 27, 2012 at 7:58 AM Teachers have been clear from the beginning that we have three main goals: fair/reasonable salary/benefit improvement, restore class size/class composition provisions, bargain more items at the local level. We don't get automatic cost of living increases, so a "zero" translates into a pay cut of whatever the inflation rate is...right now in the 2-3% range. Teachers are working. In fact, many teachers report more time spent with children and working on lessons, instead of going to a meaningless staff meeting or doing the paperwork that has been downloaded to us. This benefits kids. Teachers DID give up pay for class size. In 1998 we took two "zero" years to pay for class size improvements in K-3. What happened? The government stripped those away in 2002. Did we get the pay back? No. Why should teachers give up salary to pay for class size when we have a government that rips up contracts on a whim? Just as in 2005, this job action is about both - fair increase and a return of class size/composition.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousFebruary 27, 2012 at 12:52 PM I think teachers have a very difficult and demanding job, however if other people in other public sector jobs are only seeing zeros how could teachers feel that they are above everyone else? We are also struggling to keep up to cost of inflation so how could we stomach having to pay more taxes for one sector?Delete Reply Tara EhrckeFebruary 27, 2012 at 1:20 PM Fair comment - net zero should be lifted for all public sector workers. They are entitled to bargain increases and keep up and maintain a good standard of living. And I don't believe ordinary people should pay more taxes. I do believe that corporations are not paying their fair share, and that the rich are not paying their fair share. Also, by the same argument, why only public sector workers? Municipal workers were not affected. School Superintendents were not affected. The one in my district (Victoria) got a ten percent raise last year and now makes $175,000. If zero were truly being applied to everyone and if the "one percent" were paying their fair share, and if the economy was actually in a nose dive (BC will grow 2.5% this year), then "net zero" would be justified. But that is not the situation we are in.ReplyDelete AnonymousMarch 1, 2012 at 7:17 AM I do NOT take our teachers for granted. Trust me. I know first hand how hard teachers work. However, When the union leaders ask for a 15-19% wage increase and it is always the first issue raised, people raise their eyebrows. Everyone is throwing around 2-3% around. Then why don't teachers let their union leaders know that. It really is about optics on the issue of salaray. I COMPLETELY agree that class composition needs to be on the table. I COMPLETELY agree that many of the "grey area" kids are being left in the cracks. These are the issues that really need to be highlighted. The wage numbers should be closer to what teachers have been talking about on the web or amongst each other.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ▼  February (11) BC Teachers' Day of Action: It's about priorities.... Rally to support teachers for a fair deal On a legislated contract and parents who care - on... Will the BC government agree to mediation to resol... Confusing differentiation with adverse discriminat... Are BC workers getting wage increases? Are Principals friends of public education? Negotiate, don't legislate BC's Learning Improvement Fund - 1 minute per stud... Go east, young teacher Kevin Falcon speaks the Liberal truth - serve the ... ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "October is #FosterFamilyMonth. Thank you #BC for opening your homes and hearts to more than 5,900 children and youth." @John_Yap - 11:14pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141003,www.facebook.com,https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10152261252467606&set=a.10151035216092606.418879.605692605&type=1,Herb Couch - SD8 - Watchdog - Kootenay Lake (School... | Facebook Facebook logo Email or Phone Password Keep me logged in Forgot your password? Sign Up SD8 - Watchdog - Kootenay Lake (School District #8) Back to Album · Herb's Photos · Herb's Timeline Previous · Next      CancelDone Cropping Drag the corners of the box above to crop your new profile photo. Saving your new profile picture Herb Couch Album:SD8 - Watchdog - Kootenay Lake (School District #8) Shared with:Public  Open Photo ViewerDownloadMake Profile PictureEmbed Post Mobile Find Friends Badges People Pages Places Games Locations About Create Ad Create Page Developers Careers Privacy Cookies Terms Help Facebook © 2014 · English (US))
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "#FunFriday Fact: #BC has the highest small business employment in Canada. October is Small Business Month! Check out: http://t.co/20bcLmlvFP" @bcliberals - 03:55pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=25460,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > March 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 5, March 2012   Readers write  Tweedsmuir reunion  Teachers who have taught at Lord Tweedsmuir Secondary School in Surrey may be interested to know that a Grand Centennial Reunion is to be held at the school on June 2, 2012, to mark the 100th anniversary of the opening of the first high school in Surrey. Since only one grade was added each year at first, the school’s first name was Surrey Superior School—that was changed to Surrey High School in 1919, and to Lord Tweedsmuir in 1940, when two more high schools were opened in Surrey.   All former students and staff are warmly invited to attend. Regrettably, a fee of $12 must be charged to cover the many costs of holding the affair; this may be paid online (www.lordtweedsmuirreunion.ca) or in cash only at the door. Visit the website for more information. We hope everyone who possibly can will attend what should be a joyous and memorable occasion. Joan Parolin, Surrey  Smartphone attack questioned   I am disappointed with Joy Penner’s article “Smartphones dehumanize users” in the January/February 2012 issue of Teacher newsmagazine. I would, in general terms, agree with her when she concludes “we must certainly consider carefully all the ramifications of using this technology in our classrooms.” As professional educators, we should carefully consider the ramifications of everything we do in our classrooms. However, I am appalled by her preceding sentence: “A student hunched over her/his phone, thumbs rapidly moving over the keyboard, texts issuing forth akin to grunts, feels like a step down the evolutionary chain in terms of actions and intelligence.” Similar language has been used repeatedly—by ‘adults’ attacking teenagers listening to rock music in the 1950s, by segregationists attacking the inclusion of ‘subhuman’ black students in classrooms, and more. Other articles in the same issue of Teacher raised valid concerns about the use and misuse of technology in education. With ad hominem attacks on ‘hunched over’ grunting students, Ms Penner’s article was not one of them. Alan Zisman, retired, Vancouver   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/gvta?lang=fi,Victoria Teachers (@gvta) | Twitter Twitter Hakulauseke Etsi Twitteristä Tallennetut haut Poista Varmennettu tili @ Ehdotetut käyttäjät Varmennettu tili @ Varmennettu tili @ Kieli: suomi Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Onko sinulla tili? Kirjaudu sisään Uusi Twitterissä? Liity tänään » Kirjaudu sisään Puhelin, sähköposti tai käyttäjätunnus Salasana Kirjaudu sisään Muista minut Unohditko salasanasi? Käytätkö jo Twitteriä tekstiviesteillä? Victoria Teachers @gvta Twiitit 1 907 Kuvat/videot 155 Seuratut 569 Seuraajat 967 Suosikit 161   Lisää Suosikit Listat Poista hiljennys käyttäjältä @gvta Hiljennä @gvta Seuraa Seurataan Älä seuraa Estetty Poista esto Odottaa Peruuta Victoria Teachers @gvta The Greater Victoria Teachers' Association represents approximately 1500 teachers in SD61. We are a local of the @BCTF, a union of professionals. Victoria BC gvta.net Liittynyt lokakuu 2010 155 kuvaa tai videota Twiitit Twiitit Twiitit ja vastaukset Victoria Teachers uudelleentwiittasi BCTF @bctf  ·  19. syyskuuta Results of 2014 ratfication vote: yes 86% (27275 votes), no 14% (4392). 31741 ballots returned. | #bced #bcpoli Vastaa 0 vastausta Uudelleentwiittaa Uudelleentwiitattu 438 uudelleentwiittausta 438 Suosikki Lisätty suosikkeihin 121 suosikkia 121 Lisää Upota twiitti Capital, British Columbia Victoria Teachers uudelleentwiittasi Renay M. @renaymo  ·  19. syyskuuta Whatever you decide, we are proud of you! @gvta #bctf you made #bced matter again. We won't forget. Thank you, #teachers #bcpoli Vastaa 0 vastausta Uudelleentwiittaa Uudelleentwiitattu 6 uudelleentwiittausta 6 Suosikki Lisätty suosikkeihin 10 suosikkia 10 Lisää Upota twiitti Victoria Teachers uudelleentwiittasi Benula Larsen @BenulaLarsen  ·  16. syyskuuta We knew he is alive!Elvis supporting Vic teachers on Blanshard. @bctf @gvta pic.twitter.com/pArhPBOpuu Näytä lisää kuvia ja videoita Vastaa 0 vastausta Uudelleentwiittaa Uudelleentwiitattu 3 uudelleentwiittausta 3 Suosikki Lisätty suosikkeihin 3 suosikkia 3 Lisää Upota twiitti Victoria Teachers uudelleentwiittasi Benula Larsen @BenulaLarsen  ·  16. syyskuuta Victoria Teachers at Blanshard and Bay Wow!!! Spirits are high @bctf @gvta pic.twitter.com/vpXBLQySFY Näytä lisää kuvia ja videoita Vastaa 0 vastausta Uudelleentwiittaa Uudelleentwiitattu 2 uudelleentwiittausta 2 Suosikki Lisätty suosikkeihin 2 suosikkia 2 Lisää Upota twiitti Victoria Teachers uudelleentwiittasi Benula Larsen @BenulaLarsen  ·  16. syyskuuta Victoria teachers fanning out on Blanshard st. Corner of Blanshard n Hillside @bctf @gvta pic.twitter.com/019VmmTNWn Näytä lisää kuvia ja videoita Vastaa 0 vastausta Uudelleentwiittaa Uudelleentwiitattu 5 uudelleentwiittausta 5 Suosikki Lisätty suosikkeihin 2 suosikkia 2 Lisää Upota twiitti Victoria Teachers seurasi chris bromige ja Vini Poista hiljennys käyttäjältä @cbromige Hiljennä @cbromige Seuraa Seurataan Älä seuraa Estetty Poista esto Odottaa Peruuta chris bromige @cbromige dad, husband, educator Poista hiljennys käyttäjältä @volimhvar Hiljennä @volimhvar Seuraa Seurataan Älä seuraa Estetty Poista esto Odottaa Peruuta Vini @volimhvar Educator in BC, mom, lifelong learner, traveler, hockey fan, art lover Victoria Teachers uudelleentwiittasi Bob Lilyholm @blilyholm  ·  16. syyskuuta The King showing support for #bced down Blanshard @bctf @gvta pic.twitter.com/2w3FCWHCtb Näytä lisää kuvia ja videoita Vastaa 0 vastausta Uudelleentwiittaa Uudelleentwiitattu 1 uudelleentwiittaus 1 Suosikki Lisätty suosikkeihin 2 suosikkia 2 Lisää Upota twiitti Victoria Teachers uudelleentwiittasi Gregor Craigie @GregorCraigie  ·  16. syyskuuta @gvta Pres Benula Larsen tells me teachers are happy BUT waiting to read fine print on tentative #bced deal. LISTEN: https://soundcloud.com/cbcvictoria/victoria-teachers-association-president-benula-larsen-on-tentative-deal … SoundCloud Käynnistä Näytä lisää kuvia ja videoita Vastaa 0 vastausta Uudelleentwiittaa Uudelleentwiitattu 4 uudelleentwiittausta 4 Suosikki Lisätty suosikkeihin 1 suosikki 1 Lisää Upota twiitti Victoria Teachers uudelleentwiittasi Gregor Craigie @GregorCraigie  ·  16. syyskuuta IF #bced deal is just about wages @gvta Pres Larsen says "it would be shameful... I hope there's at least some extra $ for classroom #bcpoli Vastaa 0 vastausta Uudelleentwiittaa Uudelleentwiitattu 3 uudelleentwiittausta 3 Suosikki Lisätty suosikkeihin 1 suosikki 1 Lisää Upota twiitti Victoria Teachers uudelleentwiittasi Ben Isitt @Ben_Isitt  ·  16. syyskuuta Congratulations @bctf on standing up for Public Education & reaching tentative agreement with BC government. Solidarity forever #bced @gvta Vastaa 0 vastausta Uudelleentwiittaa Uudelleentwiitattu 6 uudelleentwiittausta 6 Suosikki Lisätty suosikkeihin 2 suosikkia 2 Lisää Upota twiitti Victoria Teachers uudelleentwiittasi Steven Toleikis @knowledgequest_  ·  15. syyskuuta “Fully funded schools make strong communities” - Standing up for #bced public ed on Foul & Oak Bay, Victoria @gvta pic.twitter.com/YZOE58R50B Näytä lisää kuvia ja videoita Vastaa 0 vastausta Uudelleentwiittaa Uudelleentwiitattu 7 uudelleentwiittausta 7 Suosikki Lisätty suosikkeihin 8 suosikkia 8 Lisää Upota twiitti Victoria Teachers @gvta  ·  13. syyskuuta Do you have your apple pin yet? Easy & cheap to DIY. Wear one close to your & carry extras to share! #bced pic.twitter.com/k8pfvQpqxl Näytä lisää kuvia ja videoita Vastaa 0 vastausta Uudelleentwiittaa Uudelleentwiitattu 5 uudelleentwiittausta 5 Suosikki Lisätty suosikkeihin 2 suosikkia 2 Lisää Upota twiitti Victoria Teachers @gvta  ·  13. syyskuuta Class size & composition: the last 15 years in one little table by @taraehrcke. http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2014/09/class-size-and-composition-short-visual.html … #bced pic.twitter.com/BqLwQiek9g Näytä lisää kuvia ja videoita Vastaa 0 vastausta Uudelleentwiittaa Uudelleentwiitattu 19 uudelleentwiittausta 19 Suosikki Lisätty suosikkeihin 5 suosikkia 5 Lisää Upota twiitti Victoria Teachers uudelleentwiittasi Dana Bjornson @physicsfuntime  ·  13. syyskuuta Today on the line: waves, honks, yogurt parfaits, 1 banana, nurses, & 1 music video. { @gvta} https://itunes.apple.com/app/id568780324  pic.twitter.com/72ejznKLxf Näytä lisää kuvia ja videoita Vastaa 0 vastausta Uudelleentwiittaa Uudelleentwiitattu 3 uudelleentwiittausta 3 Suosikki Lisätty suosikkeihin 6 suosikkia 6 Lisää Upota twiitti Victoria Teachers uudelleentwiittasi Ross Gilbert @rssglbrt  ·  12. syyskuuta @gvta @bctf Picket Line Comment of the Day from passing motorist, "Don't you DARE give up on this." #bced Vastaa 0 vastausta Uudelleentwiittaa Uudelleentwiitattu 21 uudelleentwiittausta 21 Suosikki Lisätty suosikkeihin 12 suosikkia 12 Lisää Upota twiitti Victoria Teachers uudelleentwiittasi Jason @JasoncormierMe  ·  12. syyskuuta @globeandmail @keithbaldrey @bctf @gvta @glenhansman from Colquitz Middle School Victoria BC pic.twitter.com/3ldPZW9CzJ Näytä lisää kuvia ja videoita Vastaa 0 vastausta Uudelleentwiittaa Uudelleentwiitattu 2 uudelleentwiittausta 2 Suosikki Lisätty suosikkeihin 3 suosikkia 3 Lisää Upota twiitti Victoria Teachers uudelleentwiittasi Dana Bjornson @physicsfuntime  ·  11. syyskuuta My best #bced #chalkthewalk so far! #mulletsrule { @bctf @gvta} pic.twitter.com/Pga1T2yTdT Näytä lisää kuvia ja videoita Vastaa 0 vastausta Uudelleentwiittaa Uudelleentwiitattu 7 uudelleentwiittausta 7 Suosikki Lisätty suosikkeihin 7 suosikkia 7 Lisää Upota twiitti Victoria Teachers @gvta  ·  12. syyskuuta Thank you HEU! @HospEmpUnion @sookekidsmatter @SaanichTeachers @bctf Näytä keskustelu Vastaa 0 vastausta Uudelleentwiittaa Uudelleentwiitattu 0 uudelleentwiittausta Suosikki Lisätty suosikkeihin 3 suosikkia 3 Lisää Upota twiitti Victoria Teachers uudelleentwiittasi HEU @HospEmpUnion  ·  11. syyskuuta HEU RJH Local providing @sookekidsmatter @gvta @SaanichTeachers with $250 each to support local teachers. #bced pic.twitter.com/LSu2N24sjT BCTF ja HEU Näytä lisää kuvia ja videoita Vastaa 0 vastausta Uudelleentwiittaa Uudelleentwiitattu 33 uudelleentwiittausta 33 Suosikki Lisätty suosikkeihin 24 suosikkia 24 Lisää Upota twiitti Twitter saattaa olla ruuhkautunut tai kärsiä hetkellisestä ongelmasta. Yritä uudelleen Lue lisätietoa Twitter Status -sivulta Sulje Victoria Teachers seurasi Älä jää paitsi käyttäjän Victoria Teachers päivityksistä Victoria BC · Vaihda © 2014 Twitter Tietoja Ohje Mainosten tiedot Sulje Suositut puheenaiheet Juuri sinulle räätälöityjä suosittuja puheenaiheita. Suositut puheenaiheet tarjoavat ainutlaatuisen tavan päästä lähemmäs mielenkiintosi kohteita. Ne räätälöidään sijaintisi ja seuraamistesi perusteella. Vaihda Säilytä räätälöidyt suosituimmat puheenaiheet Vastaanota maailmanlaajuisesti suosittuja puheenaiheita Valmis Hylkää Sulje Edellinen Seuraava Sulje Siirry henkilön profiiliin Tallennetut haut Poista Varmennettu tili @ Ehdotetut käyttäjät Varmennettu tili @ Varmennettu tili @ Sulje Uudelleentwiittaa tämä seuraajillesi? Peruuta Uudelleentwiittaa Sulje Haluatko varmasti poistaa tämän twiitin? Peruuta Poista Sulje Estä Peruuta Estä Lisää sijainti twiitteihisi Kun lisäät twiittiisi sijainnin, Twitter tallentaa kyseisen sijainnin. Voit kytkeä sijainnin päälle/pois päältä ennen jokaista twiittiä. Sinulla on myös aina mahdollisuus poistaa sijaintihistoriasi. Lue lisää Ota sijainti käyttöön Ei nyt Kytke sijainti pois päältä Sulje Profiilin yhteenveto Sulje Listasi Sulje Luo uusi lista Listan nimi Kuvaus Alle 100 merkkiä, valinnainen Yksityisyys Julkinen · Kuka tahansa voi seurata tätä listaa Yksityinen · Vain sinulla on pääsy tähän listaan Tallenna lista Sulje Sulje Upota tämä twiitti Lisää tämä twiitti verkkosivustollesi kopioimalla alla oleva koodi. Lue lisää Hmm, palvelinyhteydessä oli ongelmia. Yritä uudelleen? Sisällytä alkuperäinen twiitti Sisällytä mediasisältö Esikatselu Sulje Rekisteröidy Twitteriin Etkö ole Twitterissä? Rekisteröity, virittäydy seuraamaan asioita, joista välität ja vastaanota päivityksiä tapahtumista. Onko sinulla tili? Kirjaudu sisään » Sulje Kaksisuuntaiset (lähetys ja vastaanotto) lyhytnumerot: Maa Numero Asiakkaille yrityksessä Yhdysvallat 40404 (mikä tahansa) Kanada 21212 (mikä tahansa) Yhdistynyt kuningaskunta 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brasilia 40404 Nextel, TIM Haiti 40404 Digicel, Voila Irlanti 51210 Vodafone, O2 Intia 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Indonesia 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italia 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » Näytä muiden maiden lyhytnumerot tekstiviesteille Sulje Vahvistus)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7326&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 4, January/February 2006 Victory for bullied student sends message to schools On October 25, 2005, the Supreme Court of Canada refused to allow the North Vancouver School Board leave to appeal in the human rights complaint brought by Azmi Jubran. The decision of the BC Court of Appeal siding with the harassed youth is final and binding. The ruling states that school boards have a duty to make significant efforts to provide students with a "discrimination-free school environment." It sends a strong message to schools across the country and requires them to take action to address bullying and harassment of lesbian, gay, bi, and trans-identified (LGBT) students. In June 1996, Azmi Jubran, a student at North Vancouver’s Handsworth Secondary School, filed a complaint with the BC Human Rights Commission. Year after year, he had been incessantly taunted and teased by his peers, bombarded with homophobic slurs like gay, faggot, and queer; he was punched, pushed, and spat upon, and had various objects thrown at him. Jubran wasn’t actually gay, but was harassed as though he was. The school took disciplinary punishment following each incident, but failed to address the problem in a systemic or pro-active fashion. The BC Human Rights Tribunal initially sided with Jubran and against the school board. That decision was appealed and overturned by the BC Supreme Court because Jubran was not actually gay. On April 6, 2005, the BC Court of Appeal reversed the BC Supreme Court’s decision and restored the initial decision by the tribunal. In its decision, the BCCA confirmed that it is not good enough for school boards to wait for bullying to occur and then discipline the bullies afterward. "Schools must take action so that they are no longer breeding grounds for intolerance and hatred," said Gemma Hickey, president of Egale’s board of directors. "This court decision underlines the continuing problem of homophobic bullying in schools, its significant and detrimental impact on all students, and the challenges of addressing it. School boards must play an active role in providing a safe learning environment, free from harassment." In addition to her position as president of Egale, Hickey is project co-ordinator for a youth outreach project in Newfoundland and Labrador, aimed at countering the negative messages youth receive around sexual orientation and gender identity. "Canada’s school boards need to sit up and take notice of this precedent setting case," stated Egale education committee co-chair and BC teacher James Chamberlain. "They can no longer ignore the plight of any student who is targeted for harassment based upon their real or perceived sexual orientation or gender identity. If they do so, it will be at their own peril and could involve expensive litigation." "School boards need to address bullying when it happens," said GALE BC’s Steve LeBel. "Whether or not the victimized student is gay is irrelevant." "There are school boards in BC taking action against homophobic and transphobic bullying, notably Vancouver, Victoria, and Prince George," added Mr. LeBel. "It’s time for school board trustees to speak up." "What happened to Azmi Jubran is deplorable," said Gilles Marchildon, executive director of Egale. "Egale is committed to ensuring school boards across the country take action to provide a safe school environment for all students." The link to the BCCA judgment is www.courts.gov.bc.ca/jdb-txt/ca/05/02/2005bcca0201err2.htm. For more information and resources on homophobia and heterosexism, visit bctf.ca/social/homophobia/. Egale Canada advances equality and justice for LGBT people, and their families, across Canada. Founded in 1986, Egale has over 4,000 members including people in each and every province and territory of Canada. Its work includes political action, legal interventions, and public education and awareness. GALE BC is a provincial group advocating for change in the educational system that will result in a positive environment for LGBT people in education, whether they are students, educators, or family members.)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2011_02_01_archive.html,Staffroom Confidential: February 2011 Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Monday, February 28, 2011 Wisconsin: the return of trade unionism in the United States After the disappointment of Barrack Obama, nothing could be more inspiring than the recent protests in Wisconsin and now across the US in support of public sector unions. I hope this marks a turning point in US trade unionism. After the collapse of the US economy in 2008 due to wild financial speculation (otherwise known as gambling), the US political leaders and media have tried to scapegoat public sector workers in the face of massive government deficits. Public sector unions are a convenient group to blame, as they are the last remaining substantial unionized sector of the US economy. Using divide and conquer tactics, they blame the public sector workers by comparing them to private sector workers, many of whom are struggling in low income jobs with little or no benefits. This strategy deflects criticism from where it belongs - the fat cats on wall street still taking in million dollar bonuses after wreaking havoc on the world. On Saturday, the largest demonstrations in Wisconsin since the Vietnam war took place in the state capitol. Of note, police joined the demonstrators and refused to order them to vacate the building, despite themselves being ordered by their superiors to have the protesters vacate (http://understory.ran.org/2011/02/25/breaking-wisconsin-police-have-joined-protest-inside-state-capitol/). This marks the first time since the crash of 2008 that we have seen large scale sustained protests actively voicing pride in unionism and pointing the blame back to corporate America as the real problem. It is interesting to note the many parallels between the great recession and the great depression, with respect to union representation. Not since the early thirties and the depths of the great depression has union membership in the US been so low. Mass unemployment of up to one third of US workers devastated gains made in the early twentieth century. The US corporate elite in those days used the divisions between black and white workers and craft and industrial workers to divide the trade union movement. And yet it was from the late 30's to the end of the second world war that union membership rebounded and skyrocketed, peaking in the fifties. The impact of the depression and the adaptation of labour to organize previously unorganized sectors led to a fantastic rise in unionization rates. Wealth and income inequality in the US has reached unprecedented levels (http://motherjones.com/politics/2011/02/income-inequality-in-america-chart-graph). The union movement is the antidote needed to return some sanity to a system completely skewed in favour of a very few at the expense of the many. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 11:26 AM No comments: Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest Saturday, February 26, 2011 Five reasons school Trustees should support more local bargaining with teachers Teacher bargaining begins in just three short days! BCPSEA and the BCTF will meet for a first time on March 1st. One of the first items the BCTF will be bringing to the table is a change to the "split of issues" that define what is bargained provincially and what is bargained locally. Teachers hope to bargain more items at the local level. Here are five reasons why I think school Trustees should support this change: 1. Improved relationships The collective agreement is the heart of the relationship between teachers and school Boards. When a third party (BCPSEA/BCTF) does the bargaining, it creates many relationship problems. There is not always mutual understanding at a local level of what the language in the agreement means. There is not always shared interest reflected in the agreements. There is no personal history of individuals talking about issues and working toward common resolutions because neither the local teacher union leadership nor the Trustees nor the senior Administration were involved in the negotiations. When local teacher unions negotiate with local Boards they build relationships and they develop trust. This cannot happen when everything is done at the provincial level and the local parties are not even a part of the process. 2. Cost savings from fewer disputes The recent reports on costs of class size grievances show the level of dysfunction and wasted money spent on resolving disputes through legal means. If more leeway is provided for local parties to negotiate local solutions, much less money will be directed towards lawyers and arbitrators and that money can instead find its way into the classroom. For instance, while $1 million has been spent by BCPSEA defending over size classes, the Maple Ridge district has set aside money for a joint union/management fund to address class size concerns. This is a far better way to resolve issues. The more opportunity for local bargaining, the more there is a shared understanding and acceptance of the rules that both the union and the local school Board must follow. Where this shared understanding exists, fewer disputes take place. In Victoria, we were able to negotiate a new agreement on professional development days. This has helped clearly define the parameters around planning the days and the rights of teachers to self-directed professional development. The agreement has been instrumental in eliminating disputes around this issue. 3. Repair processes that no longer work Much of the language in current collective agreements was written in the late eighties or early nineties. In many cases, it just doesn't fit any longer. Since that time, we've moved to semester systems, to middle schools, to different curriculum. We've seen the introduction of new human rights legislation, new health and safety rules, and changes to the employment standards. We need the opportunity to revisit parts of agreements that are "stale" or outdated due to these changes. The inability to bargain locally has impaired that process. 4. Allocate resources in ways that support the community Different communities have different needs. In the north, it may be very important to provide travel costs for professional development activities that typically take place in the lower mainland. This probably isn't an issue in Vancouver. Variations in communities mean the needs of schools and teachers also vary. These can only be accommodated if local teacher associations can bargain with their local boards and identify shared interests. 5. Improve teacher morale Teacher morale from stress and workload is very low. One in two teachers leave the profession in the first five years. As the major group of salaried workers in schools, much of the pressure to save money from budget cuts has translated into major workload issues for teachers. A recent BCTF worklife study shows that the average teacher, including part-time teachers, work 49 hours per week, with ten percent working 60 hours per week. This might be sustainable for the first few years of a career, but becomes very difficult to sustain over the long term. Workload hits teachers in two ways. The first is class size and composition. With larger classes and more students needing individual programs, teachers are spending huge amounts of time on extra preparations and evaluation. A Victoria teacher told our Board this fall she is delivering 18 different curricula to meet the diverse needs of the students in her elementary class. The second is downloading of non-teaching duties onto teachers. This is everything from sorting recycling to data entry (BCeSIS). Because support staff are all hourly employees, more and more duties that used to be support staff work are ending up in the hands of teachers. Teachers need to be able to negotiate with their local board to place limits on workload. If they don't, we are going to lose many more from the profession. And we will not have the best and brightest in our schools if the job becomes so stressful and tiring that it is unmanageable. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 9:14 AM 1 comment: Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest Wednesday, February 23, 2011 Victoria schools open despite heavy snowfall and safety risks Greater Victoria woke up this morning to significant snowfall and blizzard like conditions. Schools in Sooke were closed. Private schools were closed. Camosun college was closed. The police issued a travel advisory - "Victoria Police are advising the public to stay off the roads and only drive if it is absolutely necessary". Victoria schools cancelled school buses, but schools were open. See photos here: Times Colonist Photo Gallery Reports indicated that student attendance ranged from 10 - 50% at most schools. There was at least one motor vehicle accident on school property. School parking lots and sidewalks were not plowed. Many teachers were unable to report to work due to treacherous driving conditions. Some schools were not adequately heated. One school had no power. Why were schools open? The first responsibility of the Superintendent is to ensure the safety of those in the school community - students and staff. Clearly, there were significant hazards associated with icy and snowy conditions both on the way to school and on school grounds. One reader of the Victoria Times Colonist commented: "Schools should have been closed today, the roads were mayhem... even the highway (Pat Bay) hadn't been plowed or salted. Totally unprepared, very dangerous." Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 7:41 PM 3 comments: Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest Tuesday, February 22, 2011 Maple Ridge School Board Chair speaks out in support of local bargaining A recent article in the Maple Ridge - Pitt Meadows news quotes the School Board chair in his support of more local bargaining with teachers: Board chair Ken Clarkson is recommending the board support an expansion of local bargaining "in principle" to make sure local issues get addressed locally. But, he noted, wages and benefits would stay at the provincial level. Read the full article here: CChair pushes local bargaining with union Teachers are very much hoping to engage in more local bargaining. We believe it is more effective, leads to better local relationships and puts money into classrooms rather than grievances. Most local teachers associations will be opening local bargaining tables shortly after March 1st. We hope to bargain more items at the local table and leave only the large money items (salary, benefits, paid leaves, prep time) for negotiations between the BCTF and BCPSEA. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 12:20 PM No comments: Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest Monday, February 21, 2011 Smart phones for Principals...Is this 21st Century Learning? I was surprised to read a story in the Oak Bay news reporting that the Greater Victoria school district last year spent over $100,000 on cell phone/data plans and an additional amount (2-3 salaries) purchasing smart phones and blackberries. Read here: http://www.bclocalnews.com/vancouver_island_south/oakbaynews/news/116256259.html There were several public consultation meetings about how to find over $1 million in shortfall from the budget and never once was this purchase disclosed in those public sessions. In fact, CUPE workers received lay off notices and one teaching job was eliminated. In addition, there was a 10% cut in school supplies budgets. The report to the public is still available to read here: March Budget Presentation to Public It's not clear to me why Principals need smart phones. As far as I am aware, they already have cell phones and/or walkie talkies so that they are accessible any time during the school day. They have computers on their desks. Is it really so important that they web browse or read email on the go in the hallway? Is this what the District means by 21st Century learning? Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 2:33 PM 2 comments: Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest Saturday, February 19, 2011 Egyptian demonstrator shows solidarity with Wisconsin workers Hopefully you've been reading elsewhere about the incredible uprising of teachers and other public sector workers in Wisconsin in a bid to protect the basic right to bargain collectively. For some good analysis, check here: http://mrzine.monthlyreview.org/2011/labotz180211.html And check out this incredible photograph: Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 5:59 PM No comments: Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest BC School District deficit roundup: How many more cuts are coming? The BC government "status quo" budget means yet again costs that School Districts incur simply due to inflation, downloaded responsibilities (like the carbon offsets), and increased costs beyond the Districts' control will have to be absorbed in the status quo per pupil funding. What does this mean? Districts are already predicting significant cuts to services. So far I have read: Greater Victoria: $500,000 shortfall Surrey: $10 million shortfall (see http://www.bclocalnews.com/vancouver_island_south/oakbaynews/news/116256259.html) Nanaimo: $4 million shortfall Do you know of other districts facing budget deficits next year? Please post a comment. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 9:44 AM 4 comments: Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest Wednesday, February 16, 2011 In labour news...will the HSA "vote no" campaign have an impact on the wage freeze? I reported earlier about several CUPE locals that have voted overwhelmingly to reject a contract proposal under the government mandated wage freeze. The locals bargain together with a component of the HSA for a single "HSPBA" collective agreement. Unfortunately, the HSA bargaining team is recommending the tentative agreement. But there is substantive resistance amongst some members. A website, hsavoteno.wordpress.com is blogging to convince HSA members to vote no. Even if the overall vote is a yes in the end, this represents a significant shift in the mood of public sector union members in relation to the wage freeze. A sizeable number are willing to reject contracts that meet the "net zero" mandate. And so they should. This mandate is a wage cut for BC's public sector workers at a time when others are receiving modest increases. Inflation is now pushing up above 2.5%, meaning any wage freeze in a two year agreement (which they all are) equals a 5 - 6% pay cut. And not just for this year,...but for every year after unless that cut is subsequently reversed - a much more difficult prospect than maintaining cost of living increases. Is this justified? Since the Liberals came to power in 2001, while private sector wages have increased on average 25% over the decade, public sector wages rose only 17% (averages based on data from Statistics Canada). Government interference and wage mandates have had an unfair impact and it is time for public sector workers to say no. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 7:19 PM 2 comments: Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest Monday, February 14, 2011 Testing and the "teachable moment" As a teacher watching the events unfold in Egypt and across the middle east I cannot help but think that we are witnessing a grand historical “teachable moment”. Only a few times in a lifespan do we see hundreds of thousands of ordinary people take to the streets to become the agents of historical change. What an incredible opportunity for teachers and schools to integrate history in the making into their lessons. What role do individuals play in making change to society? How do basic human rights, like freedom of assembly, impact a society? In what ways do countries adopt democratic rules? Live newsfeeds from Al Jezeera and CNN provide ready access to see up close the mood of a country in transition grappling with these very questions. Twitter feeds created to the minute updates on events on the ground. And yet it is ironic that these events took place during the same weeks that Grade 4 and 7 students in British Columbia were writing the Foundation Skills Assessment tests, and Grade 10, 11 and 12 students their first round of provincial exams. This means for many teachers, taking advantage of the teachable moment is not that easy. The time just isn't there. And so the second “teachable moment” that Egypt offers us is to reconsider the direction we take our schools with respect to standardized testing. Do we want to narrow the curriculum and focus learning for standardized tests? Or do we want to engage students in experiential learning that is relevant and meaningful to a changing world around us? The Foundation Skills Assessment (FSA) is administered to every Grade 4 and every Grade 7 student, every year. It takes about 4 ½ hours of testing time, but coupled with booking the computer lab, teaching students to use the computer entry forms, and making sure absent children are tested, the process typically happens over a two to three week period. The provincial exams are written by secondary school students in a variety of courses required for graduation. They contribute towards a student's final mark. Both the FSA results and provincial exam results are used in the Fraser Institute rankings published in the media every year. Social studies, history and geography are completely absent from the Foundation Skills Assessment. Teachers in Grades 4 and 7 may have felt compelled to focus on the areas these tests address during most of the month of January – reading, writing and mathematics. Similarly, secondary teachers may find it a challenge to take a few weeks away from the curriculum in Social Studies class and particularly in a Social Studies 11 class because of the final provincial exam. The exam topics for this course are fixed, and preparation for the exam often involves ensuring students are familiar with vocabulary and the mandated content for the exam. While teachers always strive to provide engaging and meaningful learning activities, it can be a challenge when students expect to be well prepared for a standardized test or provincial exam which has a fixed curriculum and a standard format for questions. Teachers do not set out to “teach to the test”, but the pressure for high test scores inevitably has an impact. This is a real shame, as the events currently unfolding provide a far more vivid and accessible history lesson than the pages of a textbook ever will. Teachers ought to have the freedom to pursue events and ideas that have particular currency when they arise. This is a critical feature of engaging students in meaningful learning. Supporters of the FSAs and provincial exams may respond that the tests do not really take so much time, and that teachers should simply not be prepping or focusing narrowly on the test subjects. But the logic of the testing and ranking makes that very difficult. Once a standardized test is in place, there is a lot of pressure over the test results. Students want to do well. Parents want their children to do well. Administrators want their school to do well. And the quickest, most reliable way to see an immediate gain in test scores is to focus on the test. This can leave precious little time to shift gears to current events. It is not only young people who should care about whether our teenagers spent the last few weeks prepping for a multiple choice exam instead of debating global issues. We all have an interest in ensuring that our schools and teachers are able to seize the opportunities of any "teachable moment". The current testing regime is an obstacle in their way. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 4:31 PM No comments: Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest Friday, February 11, 2011 Greater Victoria Teachers' Association on Face to Face Face to Face with Tara Ehrcke - President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Assn. from ICTV Victoria on Vimeo. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 9:52 AM 1 comment: Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest Wednesday, February 9, 2011 Victoria School District Wifi Committee refuses to hear scientist I reported a while back that the Victoria School District struck a committee to look at the issue of potential health risks from wireless technology in schools. The committee has had two meetings and a third is scheduled. They will be making recommendations to the Board of Trustees. The committee was struck when concerned parents and teachers spoke at Board meetings regarding the expansion of wireless networks in school, which has taken place this fall. While Health Canada does not suggest banning wireless devices, they acknowledge that more research is necessary. Scientific evidence is insufficient to claim either that health risks exist or conversely that no health risks exist. Canadian standards are considerably weaker than those in Europe and no studies currently exist on the effects on children. A Victoria group Citizens for Safe Technology has recently issued a press release because the committee chair, Secretary Treasurer George Ambeault, has refused to allow a scientist from the University of Albany New York make a public presentation via skype. This appears to fly in the face of both a commitment to a science based decision making process as well as a commitment to use technology to ensure inclusiveness. (http://whynotwired.wordpress.com/2011/02/09/press-release-renowned-expert-denied-voice-in-greater-victoria-school-district/) The issue has been controversial amongst teachers. The provincial news magazine has run articles both in favour and against a more precautionary attitude towards wireless technology. Given that the science is inconclusive, it seems prudent to exercise caution particularly in buildings with large numbers of children and where the proliferation of wireless devices and transmitters could become significantly higher than a typical home. Some European countries are choosing to hard wire their schools instead. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 6:18 PM 1 comment: Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest Friday, February 4, 2011 Do we need a slow school movement? The other day I read a thoughtful response to one of my blog entries on 21st Century Learning (http://www.paulhillsdon.com/2011/01/12/in-defense-of-21st-century-learning/). In it was a comment about the speed of technological change and how that is impacting the world. The author is not alone. A common adage in the 21st Century literature is the "pace of change" and the need for students to be able to adapt to that pace. But perhaps, just like the need for a "slow food" movement, we will have a need for a "slow school" movement. A few years back it was all the rage to discuss how children were sent to so many activities, so many after school lessons, so many weekend classes, that no time was left for simple play. I read recently about a parent group trying to win back recess time at their school. Some argue that the prevalence of ADHD is related to the amount and speed of stimuli in their environments - that children become acclimatized to an incredibly fast response time. The introduction of new technologies - texting, twitter, hand-held computers - is only increasing the amount of multi-tasking children do. Maybe we have it backwards, and what is needed is not the ability to adapt to very fast change, but rather the ability to attend to and enjoy slow activities. Evidently I am not the first educator to have these thoughts. A web site on "slow schools and slow education" describes the movement this way: "Slow schools and slow education can refer to different aspects of education. Some people use the term slow schools to refer to schools that are attempting to bring slow food to the cafeteria or dining room. For others it has far more implications and includes aspects of connection to knowledge, tradition, moral purpose and all that is important in life. In this sense it refers to the curriculum, the way it is delivered, the process of learning, management of the school, and even if school is the best vehicle through which to educate our children. So in this sense, it refers to bringing the slow movement into education.... Slow education is also about connection to knowledge and to learning – real learning. It is about leading a skilful life – doing no harm – and having respect for all living and non-living things. Slow education is a concept of 'ecological literacy'." (http://www.slowmovement.com/slow_schools.php) Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 8:06 AM 3 comments: Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest Newer Posts Older Posts Home Subscribe to: Posts (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts All Comments Atom All Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ▼  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ▼  February (12) Wisconsin: the return of trade unionism in the Uni... Five reasons school Trustees should support more l... Victoria schools open despite heavy snowfall and s... Maple Ridge School Board Chair speaks out in suppo... Smart phones for Principals...Is this 21st Century... Egyptian demonstrator shows solidarity with Wiscon... BC School District deficit roundup: How many more ... In labour news...will the HSA "vote no" campaign h... Testing and the "teachable moment" Greater Victoria Teachers' Association on Face to ... Victoria School District Wifi Committee refuses to... Do we need a slow school movement? ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/BargainingAndContracts.aspx?id=23759&libID=23749&printPage=true,BCTF > More teacher-librarians means higher reading scores  	Bargaining and contracts  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Bargaining & Collective Agreements > Bargaining 2011/12 > Research Roundup More teacher-librarians means higher reading scores A new, large-scale research project from the U.S. says that there is a strong correlation on a state-wide basis between having a teacher-librarian and reading results.  More teacher-librarians, higher scores overall.  Fewer teacher-librarians, lower scores overall. The assessment of reading used in the study was the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP).  This is a test given on a random basis across the U.S., which allows for comparisons across states and over time. The study was published in the School Library Journal in its September 2011 edition. The research covered grade 4 student results over a five-year period from 2004 to 2009.  The report says that it is clear that “students in states that lost librarians tended to have lower reading scores—or had a slower rise on standardized tests—than those in states that gained librarians.” Students who gained the most from having a teacher-librarian in their school were groups who needed the most assistance and were less likely to get the support outside the school.  Test scores os students from families in poverty went up more in schools with a teacher-librarian.   Not surprising, California teacher-librarian Connie Williams told the researchers:  “for students in poverty the school library is most likely the only access to books, instruction, and reading advisory that they have.” Similarly, English language learners were affected negatively when a school did not have a librarian.  The authors point out that without a teacher-librarian, “kids will read less and be less comfortable evaluating information.” Despite the strong research that shows the importance of teacher-librarians, when cuts come to school budgets, the library and the teacher-librarian are often on the chopping block.  The long term negative impact is clearly shown in this study. The article by K. Lance and L. Hofschire can be found at www.schoollibraryjournal.com.)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=29043,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2013 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 25, Number 4, Jan./Feb. 2013   Culinary education tour of China  By Eric MacNeill  The culinary education tour of China, at the end of June, 2012 included many of the sights of China that one would expect, such as The Forbidden City, The Great Wall, Tiananmen Square, and the Terra Cotta Warriors. It also included two days at the Beijing Jinsong Vocational School where we were taught a style of cooking that many of the chef instructors from BC Culinary Arts Specialist Association (BCCASA) were unfamiliar with.   We were treated to food that was fresh, colourful, and excelled in flavour and texture that went beyond any Chinese food we ever tasted. The trip also included a guide who introduced us to many cultural aspects of life in China now and during the time of the cultural revolution. Eric MacNeill, BCCASA president  Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=16820&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2008 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 2, October 2008  Local bargaining and the protection of a collective agreement By Steve Fairbairn I started my teaching career in the BC public school system after a number of years teaching elsewhere in Canada. On the first day in my new school, I found myself in the role of staff rep. I filed 26 class-size grievances the second day of school. I listened to the administrator say, “It’s for the school, we don’t need to follow the collective agreement, nobody minds having more kids in their classes.” Amazing, two days in the public system and already the line was drawn—management wanted to make their job easier at the expense of the working conditions of their teachers, and at the expense of the learning conditions of the children in their schools. The only thing stopping them was a locally negotiated collective agreement. Two strikes, one lock-out, one lost collective agreement, and one poorly planned amalgamation later, and I am still fighting for fairness—for the rights of TTOCs and beginning teachers to be treated fairly, for improved learning conditions for the children in our schools, and for the right of teachers to be treated fairly and with respect by their employer, by the government, by the ministry, and by parents. Because we have no local bargaining, no local collective agreement, nothing is stopping management from eroding the learning conditions in our local schools—the ones that are still open. School closures are another story. Does anyone else find it funny how it is always the teacher who needs to give up their rights for the betterment of the system? Twenty years in the work force and I am still amazed that teachers are being treated so poorly by the system (both under the NDP and the Liberals). Why is it that I have to fight with a school administrator or a district superintendent about the need for more special needs support in a school? Why is it that we teachers are the only group who seem to be standing up and saying that “financial reasons” are not a bonafide educational rationale for a class configuration? Aren’t we supposed to be on the same side? Aren’t we all supposed to be advocating for children? Who really believes that we can provide a quality educational experience for every child in our schools under the current system with Bill 33? When we negotiated class composition parameters locally, we had more special needs support, more learning assistance, more teacher-librarians, and more shop teachers—we had more quality educational opportunities for our children. After all my time in education, I have learned many things—one of which is that teachers need to be able to bargain directly with their school board if they want to be able to provide a quality educational experience for the children they teach. School boards should want to negotiate these same things locally with their teachers. Trustees are supposed to represent all of the parties in education not just the will of the ministry, but also the needs of the children and employees in the communities they represent. They need to be able to negotiate face-to-face with their teachers if they truly want to fulfill their legal mandate to the people of this province. Local bargaining is the only way we can actually improve the educational system for the children in our schools, and it is the only way we can negotiate fair and reasonable working conditions for our colleagues—from the newest TTOC to the teacher in the last year of their career. We need to move back to a locally based bargaining structure in order to save quality public education in British Columbia. Let’s work together to have the next round of bargaining happen in each and every local in BC. Steve Fairbairn is the president of the Fernie District Teachers’ Association.)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8688,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, Number 6, May/June 2004 The evening classes by Kathleen MacKinnon Dear BCTF Please accept my sincere thanks for having a wonderful session in our school. We had 45 participants, and it was a great success to take another step forward to our school’s goal. I’d like to send my regards and appreciation to Carol Pettigrew for her great presentation. Regards, PAC chairperson Teamwork needed to stop bullying, says teacher Penticton Herald, October 16, 2003 A longtime teacher presented an antibullying workshop to parents in Penticton Wednesday night. Alice Rees, facilitator of the parent workshops for the B.C. Teachers’ Federation, presented the BCTF-designed workshop at Carmi Elementary School. So strongly does she feel about the issue, Rees volunteers to bring the antibullying message to parents. Her talk was organized by the Parent Advisory Council at Carmi Elementary School. Teachers presenting to parents Every year teacher-volunteers deliver BCTF presentations to hundreds of parents throughout the province. In 2003–04 alone, we reached 138 parent groups with our parent presentations. The most popular offerings were The Socialization of Boys, Antibullying, and Supporting Your Child’s Learning. Presentations are offered to PACs, DPACs, and other parent groups in the community free of charge. Sometimes several PACs host a district-wide event, inviting parents from across the region. The one-hour presentations are delivered in the evening, often just before a regularly scheduled PAC meeting. Moms are the majority of the audience, although more dads attend now, especially for the "The Socialization of Boys." The school administrator often participates, and once in while, the media does, too. Two excellent presentations are booked much less frequently than the others: Classroom Assessment and Evaluation and Understanding School Data. Classroom Assessment and Evaluation helps parents understand classroom assessment and how it can be used by both teachers and parents to support student learning. Understanding School Data gives school PACs and SPCs the tools and skills to analyze data from sources like satisfaction surveys and Foundation Skills Assessments. A perfect time for your school PAC or your district’s school planning councils to book one of the two presentations is early fall, before the FSA results are publicized. In September, we send each school PAC chairperson and staff representative a brochure outlining the five presentations available. The brochure is also online at bctf.ca/parents/communication. We are greatly indebted to the teacher-volunteers who make the program such a success. They give of their time and expertise, and as you can see from the parents’ evaluation comments, they represent teachers admirably. Please e-mail sryan@bctf.ca for more information on how you can volunteer for this program. Typical comments from parent evaluations I appreciated: the handouts and book lists. a presentation in our area. being able to ask questions and speak out. the facilitator’s enthusiasm and passion. the BCTF for sponsoring these presentations. the clarity of presentation and overall content. the time and commitment of the teacher presenting. the presenter’s empathetic manner and group discussions. the whole presentation. I’m on my fourth child in high school. it because I finally feel that I know what is going on with respect to bullying. the presenter’s making parents feel good, even though we often feel inadequate. Parent presentations booked in 2003—04 Abbotsford, Boundary, Burnaby, Campbell River, Cariboo-Chilcotin, Central Okanagan, Chilliwack, Conseil scolaire francohone, Coquitlam, Cowichan Valley, Delta, Howe Sound, Kamloops-Thompson, Kootenay Columbia, Kootenay Lake, Langley, Maple Ridge, Mission, Nanaimo, Nechako Lakes, North Okanagan-Shuswap, North Vancouver, Okanagan Similkameen, Okanagan Skaha, Peace River North, Powell River, Prince George, Prince Rupert, Qualicum, Richmond, Rocky Mountain, Saanich, Sooke, Southeast Kootenay, Sunshine Coast, Surrey, Vancouver, Vernon, and Victoria. Kathleen MacKinnon is an assistant director, BCTF Communications and Campaigns Division. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/issues/research.aspx?id=5878,BCTF > A community and school-district profile: SD #68, Nanaimo-Ladysmith  	Untitled Page  For Teachers For Parents For Media Home E-mail Lists Links A to Z Index Contact Us Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources Home > Issues in Education > Inclusive Education > Research Project A community and school-district profile: School District # 68, Nanaimo-Ladysmith This profile is derived from a number of sources, and is an attempt to contextualize the research project’s focus on Special Education and ESL provision in School District # 68, Nanaimo. It allows for a consideration of educational programs and services within a context. How do high levels of poverty impact on services? Are there significant social issues, related to poverty, that affect some schools in different ways? Is the prevalence of Special Education higher in low socio-economic areas, and do the levels of support services reflect the greater need in these areas? Our project may not address all these issues, but by profiling the community and district in this report we hope that we share some ways to consider education within the context of community 1. The community of Nanaimo Nanaimo is located on the eastern coast of south-central Vancouver Island. It is a major transportation hub, with two B.C. Ferry terminals. The city of Nanaimo has produced a Community Profile report (June, 2002) which can be found on the city’s web site at www.city.nanaimo.bc.ca/c_economic/pdf/communitypro.pdf. This report provides much excellent background material for the city of Nanaimo (as well as some data for the Regional District of Nanaimo), with sections including Demographics, Economic Trends, and Community Services and Amenities. The major employers, according to data from the Community Profile, are the Nanaimo School District (2,100 employees), Nanaimo Regional General Hospital (1,600 employees), Malaspina University-College (1,000 employees), Harmac Pacific Ltd., operating a pulp mill (740 employees) and the B.C. Ferry Corporation (658 employees). The Ministry of Education’s Data Management Branch has produced a useful profile of the school district community which can be found on the Ministry web site at www.bced.gov.bc.ca/schools/sdprofiles/068.pdf. Both profiles provide some understanding of the context in which education takes place, though much of the content in the profiles is based on the last available census data (1996)1, as most of the detailed 2001 census data will not be available until later in 2003. Based on the Ministry profile, the total number of people living in the school district was 95,325. 56.5% of families in the district had children at home (compared to 60.8% provincially), with lone-parent families comprising 15.5% of all families in the district (13.8% provincially). Nanaimo residents’ average annual income is less than the provincial average, and their unemployment rate higher. In terms of the total district population compared to the provincial average, a smaller percentage of people in Nanaimo either attended or gained degrees from universities, while a higher percentage hold trade certificates compared to the provincial average. A slightly lower percentage of Nanaimo residents completed secondary education with a certificate/diploma, while a higher percentage attended school after Grade 9 but left without certification. In terms of the percentage of the population by mother tongue, 88.9% of Nanaimo residents spoke English as their first language in 1996, compared to the provincial average of 76.5%. The district’s aboriginal population (6.4% of the school district’s total population) appears higher than the provincial average (5.1%), with a faster growth rate (3.7%) than occurred provincially (2.8%) between 1991 and 1996. Aboriginal students from three First Nations bands attend Nanaimo public schools: Snu ney muxw First Nation Snaw-Naw-As First Nation Chemainus First Nation Off-reserve Aboriginal students are represented by two organizations: Tillicum Haus Society Mid Island Metis Nation In terms of indicators concerning the city of Nanaimo, the Central Vancouver Island Health region report “The Case for Change: A social development strategy for Nanaimo (2001)” provides additional data on poverty in the city.   Nanaimo B.C. Canada 1996 median income $20,000 n/a $36,125 Single parent families (1996) 17.5% n/a 13.8% Receiving B.C. Benefits(1999) 10.4% 6.2% n/a Unemployment (1996) 12% 8.8% n/a In addition: Criminal, family, poverty legal aid applications (1999/2000) in Nanaimo totalled 4,935. The closest similar-sized B.C. town (Kamloops) had 3,461 applications. 1996 unemployment rates for 15–24 year-olds reached 19.2%. Nanaimo’s child poverty rate of 14.4% is the highest in any B.C. school district. ‘Worse-than-average’ ratings in child poverty, suicide, low income, high-school completion and teen pregnancy. In considering the community context in which the school district provides educational services, it is clear that there exists what the Health Region’s report has called ‘the dark side of Nanaimo’. This aspect of community is one of deprivation and poverty, not uniform across the school district, but existing at levels which are disturbing: “Nanaimo has for years had the reputation of leading the province in per capita numbers of welfare and employment insurance recipients in the province, and growing numbers of individuals and families simply can’t afford to enjoy the many leisure pastimes the city offers. Many single-parent families are having difficulty simply paying for food, shelter, clothing and transportation, as do many pensioners, young people living away from home, and people with disabilities. Poverty is a theme that threads through all areas of service delivery. It is a major factor in all areas of social services delivery and in health care. In particular, the growth of child poverty as witnessed in the public school system is of concern.” (Central Vancouver Island Health region: “The Case for Change: A Social development Strategy for Nanaimo, pp. 6–7) Some areas of the school district are clearly affluent and do not reflect the poverty described above. In general, the north end is more affluent, with median household income for two-person households in Hammond Bay ($66,231) reported at more than double the level in Harewood ($31,421) or Southend ($32,023) neighbourhoods, based on 1996 census data. Two other communities included in the school district are Ladysmith, 23 kms. to the south of Nanaimo, and the island of Gabriola, a 20-minute ferry ride to the east. The labour force in Ladysmith works in a wide range of occupations, but the top four are manufacturing, retail trade, health and social services, and construction. Ladysmith has three elementary schools and one secondary school, serving a population of about 7,000, while Gabriola, with a population of about 4,000, has one elementary school. Gabriola has a range of employment areas, including tourism and arts/crafts. There is also a sizeable proportion of people with alternative lifestyles on the island, with some history of home-schooling, though some home schooling is also linked with the island’s elementary school. The profile described here is doubtless limited in both its scope and exploration of the school district of Nanaimo as a community. Ministry data and the city of Nanaimo’s web site are useful to provide some understanding of context. The additional data from the Health Board in terms of poverty and deprivation suggest that the school district of Nanaimo serves a population which has some more-serious social issues than a cursory glance at district or city reports might suggest. 2. The school district Nanaimo School District’s web site (www.sd68.bc.ca) reports the following details of the size and scope of the district, based on data collected in September, 2000: 16,900 students 37 elementary schools (Kindergarten to Grade 7) 7 secondary schools (Grades 8 to 12) 5 alternate secondary schools (Grades 8 to 12) 1,427 employees (full-time-equivalent) size of district: 1,339 square kilometers population of district (1996 census): 95,325 growth-rate of district, 1991 census to 1996 census: 3% annually annual operating budget of $100 million Nanaimo’s student population rose slowly bur regularly for most of the years between 1990 and 1996, since which time most years have shown a marginal decline in enrolment. In its 2000/01 Accountability Contract2 the district states: “The vast majority of students in School District 68 (Nanaimo-Ladysmith) achieve success in school; however, a significant number of students face challenges that affect their readiness and ability to learn. The socio-economic status index prepared by the Ministry of Education for the 1999–2000 funding formula showed that School District 68 students were the most socio-economically disadvantaged in the province.” In recognition of the poverty levels in the district, the school district’s Poverty Intervention Committee (April 29, 2002) identified 23 of the district’s 49 schools as being affected by poverty issues, and allocated additional funding to these schools in three levels depending on severity. In previous years, funding had also been provided by the Ministry for Children and Family Development. Aboriginal students in Nanaimo School District3 In 2000–01, 37 aboriginal students graduated from Nanaimo’s high schools. The district’s Annual Student Achievement Profile for 2000–01 reports a Dogwood Completion Rate of 30.4% for aboriginal students, compared to the completion rate for non-aboriginal students of 76.5%. Dogwood completion rates are defined as the percentage of Grade 8 students who graduate within six years. However, 90% of Nanaimo’s aboriginal students who enrolled in Grade 12 in the 2000–01 school year graduated the same year. These data imply a significant aboriginal drop-out rate for Grades 8–11, but a graduation rate for those who reach Grade 12 which is higher than the provincial average of 85.4% for aboriginal students’ graduation rates.4 Currently, one school in S.D. #68 is offering the First Nations 12 course. The Hul’qumi’num’ language is offered in S.D. #68 schools where there is a high percentage of aboriginal students—these include North Oyster and Princess Royal Elementary, where the aboriginal-student population exceeds 50% of total school enrolment. In 2001–02, 10.4% of the aboriginal student population was placed in a special education behaviour category (as computed by the Ministry of Education). This appears to be an over-representation of aboriginal students—higher than might be expected in this category. A similar over-representation of aboriginal students also appears in Grades 8–10. Percentage of students enrolled in Special Education, 2001–02   Behaviour Severe Other Gifted Aboriginal 10.4% 2.0% 4.7% 0.6% Non-aboriginal 3.7% 1.3% 2.0% 2.4% Percentage of students placed in Special Education—Behaviour category, 2001–02   K–3 4–7 8–10 11–12 Sec. Ungr. Aboriginal 2.8% 6.5% 19.1% 10.2% 60.8% Non-aboriginal 1.7% 2.5% 5.4% 2.9% 66.9% 13% of school plans submitted to Nanaimo-Ladysmith’s Superintendent of Schools focussed on aboriginal students as an equity group. Nanaimo’s Funded Special Education enrolments Nanaimo’s funded Special Education enrolments are shown in terms of the new levels and categories defined by the Ministry of Education in 2002, for ease of comparison with data from the current and future school years. These enrolments may also be seen in Graph 1 in the Appendices section of this document. Funded Special Education enrolments, 1996/97 – 2003/04 Nanaimo 1996 /97 1997 /98 1998 /99 1999 /00 2000 /01 2001 /02 2002 /03 2003 /04 Level 1 (Dep H'capped) 29 31 25 24 24 22 24 25 Level 2 (Low Incidence) 231 244 236 272 309 317 322 342 Level 3 (Sev. Behaviour) 188 160 200 215 178 199 144 172 High Incidence 1,048 1,253 771 837 892 820 778 737 Gifted 487 490 360 358 388 370 362 352 Source: Ministry Standard Report 1585, various years Nanaimo’s Special Education enrolment as a percentage of total headcount (10.26%) has recently been close to the provincial average of 10.4%. Nanaimo Special Education enrolment as percentage of total enrolment Special Ed enrolments as a % of total 1996/ 97 1997/ 98 1998/ 99 1999/ 00 2000/ 01 2001/ 02 Nanaimo 11.48% 12.49 9.27 10.0 10.63 10.26 Province 10.69% 10.43 10.72 10.4 10.44 10.4 In terms of targeted and budgeted spending, the school district has seen a slight difference between targeted (money received from the province targeted at Special Education) and budgeted (what the district actually spent on Special Education). Targeted and Budgeted Expenditure in Special Education ($ millions) Nanaimo 1996/97 1997/98 1998/99 1999/00 2000/01 Targeted amount 11.52 11.82 11.72 11.53 12.17 Budgeted amount 11.72 12.2 12.07 11.98 12.28 While the district spends above its received targeted income, the difference is small when compared to some large urban districts in metropolitan Vancouver (such as Coquitlam, the other district included in this research project). Coquitlam 1996/97 1997/98 1998/99 1999/00 2000/01 Targeted amount 18.17 17.35 18.94 19.53 19.95 Budgeted amount 22.21 23.59 24.29 22.94 23.66 The difference can be seen in Graph 2, comparing Nanaimo and Coquitlam’s targeted and budgeted spending, in Special Education in the Appendices section of this report. The district’s Annual Student Achievement Profile for 2000/01 reports a Dogwood Completion Rate of 26.4% for students with special needs, compared to the completion rate for non-Special-Education students of 81.1%. English as a Second Language The funded ESL figures show significant growth from 1994 to 1996, a plateau in 1997 and 1998, marginal decline in 1999, and minor increases until the current school year, when a 15.79% reduction was reported in the numbers of funded ESL students. The five-year cap on ESL services introduced by the provincial government in 1998 appears to have significantly reduced ESL services to secondary students, both in the district of Nanaimo and provincially. Nanaimo’s funded ESL enrolment Funded enrolment 1994/95 1995/96 1996/97 1997/98 1998/99 1999/00 2000/01 2001/02 2002/03 Elementary 325 402 453 468 527 480 485 540 452 Secondary 123 128 146 107 89 58 63 49 44 Total 448 530 599 575 616 538 552 589 496 The number of ESL-funded secondary students in Nanaimo School District in September 2002 represents barely 30% of the numbers funded in 1996, although the total ESL numbers are only 9% fewer in 2002 than they were in 1996. This suggests a considerable under-servicing of ESL students in secondary schools, most likely a result of the five-year cap on ESL services introduced by the previous NDP government. See Graph 3 in the Appendices section for a visual representation of these data. Appendices SD # 68, Nanaimo, funded Special Education enrolments, 1996–97 to 2003–04 Targeted and budgeted expenditure ($ millions) in Special Education, #42, Coquitlam, and #68, Nanaimo SD # 68, Nanaimo, funded ESL enrolment, 1994–95 to 2002–03 ________________________________ 1 Some basic information from the 2001 census can be found in the ‘Community profiles’ section of the Statistics Canada web site.  [ Back] 2 School District 68 (Nanaimo-Ladysmith) Accountability Contract, 2000/01. [ Back] 3 The author acknowledges the contribution of Bob Esliger, who provided this information on aboriginal students. [ Back] 4 To view some of the initiatives the school district is undertaking to address the needs of aboriginal students, check the following on the Ministry of education’s web site: a. Aboriginal Education Improvement Agreement, www.bced.gov.bc.ca/abed/agreements/nlframework.htm b. Aboriginal Education Enhancement Agreement, www.bced.gov.bc.ca/abed/agreements/ [ Back]   About Us | News & Events | Publications | Advocacy & Action | Social Justice | Issues in Education © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=14280,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 20, Number 2, October 2007 Supreme Court recognizes right to bargain On June 8, 2007, the Supreme Court of Canada recognized a constitutional right to collective bargaining. In 2001, the BC government passed a law that nullified a number of collective agreement provisions in the health care sector. As a result, negotiated protections against contracting out and layoffs, as well as bumping rights, became invalid. The law also preclude employers and unions from future bargaining on those issues. A number of unions challenged the law, arguing that it violated the charter’s freedom of association guarantee. The Supreme Court agreed. In reaching this conclusion, the courts reversed its earlier decision, holding that "the grounds advanced in the earlier decisions for the exclusion of collective bargaining from the charter’s protection of freedom of association do not withstand principled scrutiny and should be rejected." The Court based it recognition of collective bargaining as a constitutional right on the following: An examination of Canadian labour history reveals that collective bargaining has long been recognized as a fundamental aspect of Canadian society. International law protects collective bargaining as part of freedom of association. The protection of bargaining under section 2(d) of the charter is consistent with the charter’s underlying values, including human dignity, equality, liberty, respect for the autonomy of the person and the enhancement of democracy. The court stressed, however, that the right to bargain is not absolute. Section 2(d) of the charter protects only against "substantial interference" with associational activity, in that the intent of effect of the challenged legislation (or government activity) must "seriously undercut or undermine the activity of workers joining together to pursue common goals of negotiating workplace conditions and terms of employment with their employer that we call collective bargaining." The court held that certain provisions of the challenged law created substantial interference with health care employees’ right to bargain. The court found that, by invalidating existing agreement, the law undermined the past bargaining processes that formed the basis for these agreements. Further, by prohibiting provisions dealing with specified matters in future agreements, the law undermined future bargaining over these matters. The court also considered that the nullified provisions were central to the freedom of association of workers, in that they related to "essential protections" such as employment security and seniority. Finally, the court found that the government measures constituted a virtual denial of the right to a process of good faith bargaining and consultation. The court also held that the law could not be upheld under section 1 of the charter as "a reasonable limit prescribed by law as can be demonstrably justified in a free and democratic society." The BC government failed to establish that the legislation "minimally impaired" the bargaining rights of employees. As a result, the Supreme Court ruled that certain provisions of the challenged legislation were unconstitutional. However, it suspended its declaration for 13 months to allow the BC government to address the repercussions of its decision. For more information on labour law issues, visit SGM’s web site at www.sgmlaw.com. Charlene Wiseman practises labour law with Sack Goldblatt Mitchell in Toronto. – CALM Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=17562,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 5, March 2009  Being a teacher By Greg Murray Teaching in the public school system today is radically different than it was even five years ago. In the general climate of huge underfunding, teachers have to rely on their experience and collegial support in order to succeed as educators. The numbers are clear. We have 4,200 classes reporting more than three IEP’s during the 2007–08 school year. Some of these are students who have received professional testing and have gone through the hoops to receive additional funding. Some are students who receive a designation but have not gone through the testing procedure. Some are, simply, “unidentified” although they have specific learning problems, are disruptive to the classroom in a myriad of ways, or cannot function successfully in a “normal class environment.” These conditions are not specifically related to any one school district but are a reflection of the provincial educational environment. When you go to school and face your new class, you will likely face a class like this. As a teacher with over 30 years experience, I find my own resources are certainly taxed at times. I have survived this long because my own teaching philosophy has allowed me to turn off the discussion and concentrate on my class. My own class makeup reflects a lot of single parents, some of whom are doing their best to support their kids at school, others have fallen behind in support and rely on the school system to provide the supplies or other items that are needed. I have students coming to school without coats (during the winter), without breakfast or lunch, without school supplies or adequate sleep. They come with broken eye glasses, or squinting because they need glasses and cannot see the board. Many come with minimal skills, some are not able to spell their names correctly when creating name tags. In this environment, I am expected to arrive in the morning and provide the needed educational impetus to “turn them around”—to provide the skills and desire to be a successful and fully functioning academic in today’s working world. Our school district is $900,000 short at the beginning of this fiscal year. Not a lot of money for some of the larger districts but, for us, this means more “tightening of budgets” and “making do with less.” I am using the quotation marks liberally as these are phrases I have heard often and which are becoming more synonymous with the expectations of my dearly loved, chosen profession. I find that, as teachers we “cover” areas of weakness, and these activities become expected over time. This is a very strange philosophy. Even my own children who have gone through the public school system, all in my own class at one time or another, reel at the information they receive about today’s classroom structures. Their own comments range from “How could we have dealt with that?” to “We would never have had to deal with that situation when we were in school!” Teachers are a very conscientious lot. Last year, I paid out $975 from my own pocket to provide materials for my classroom that I thought were needed to enhance the programs. This included cakes for birthdays, stickers for good writing but also dry ice for science class. These are not frivolous expenditures but provide the interest and drive to continue needed studies. Time after time, I am told there is no money available. I bring the money up at the countless meetings we attend over the year and inevitably get nodding heads from colleagues as I describe the amounts that teachers spend on their own classes every year. At the Summer Leadership Conference in Kamloops this summer, I suggested that we do a provincial poll to get a better idea of the exact numbers involved. Teachers are supplying millions of dollars to support a drastically underfunded system. I hope that this poll will happen. Again, at the leadership conference, I attended a district budget workshop. Despite calculators and team members helping out, we could not get the same figures that the government had supplied for our district budget this coming year. Our numbers were always more than the printed numbers. This was using their formulas. When I have asked our local board members how the formulas work, several of them have thrown their hands up and said, “I wish I knew.” Even special education departments explain that the money received goes into a general fund and can be used with all students, not specifically the students who generated the funds. This means that the kids who were tested and given the money may not get the funded services if another student shows a greater need. What a strange system. The teachers who are supplementing their school budgets will eventually get tired of doing so and stop. Frustration can sometimes lead to the teacher leaving the system before their time is up. The huge numbers of retirees over the last few years are a good indication that this is not that far off the mark. We should be scrambling to keep these teachers in the system. These are the experienced teachers who can bring so much knowledge to those who are beginning a career. To all of those potential retirees out there, take a beginning teacher under your wing and give her or him the tools to make her or his career as meaningful and as rewarding as yours, hopefully, has been. Even with the underfunding, the empty political rhetoric (teachers have no friends in any government), and the constant uphill battle to even maintain present services, the teaching profession is the most rewarding on earth. There is not another job out there where you can educate a young person to be self-reliant, empower them to realize their own potential, take the horrible life events that some have had to deal with and give them a new start, and make a real difference. I know that on the first day of school, I will face my new class, look into their bright expectant eyes and realize that I will still “cover”—it is in my nature. I will bring food, make lunches, get paper and pencils, and give them what they need, simply because they need it. It is the nature of teaching. It is the nature of caring for the young human beings that place their hopes in me. For some, I am the only hope. As my own teaching career winds down, I impart this to the new teachers—don’t let the bureaucrats get you down. At my house, I have a special cupboard (actually several cupboards now) where I store the mementos of past years from the students who said, “You are the best teacher I have ever had.” and, "Thank you for making a difference in my life.” There are cards and objects that reflect the good wishes. The really special ones are those that the students took time to make themselves. (I finally moved all of the coffee cups to a separate box to make room.) There are letters from students who I taught years ago that say thank you. Anytime I feel down, I go to that cupboard and remind myself that what I am doing is life changing and very meaningful. It reminds me that nothing out there can dissuade me from my true calling, my raison d’etre—my reason for being. As I look into the new faces and realize I am teaching the third generation of kids I taught when I started teaching, I feel complete. My life is worthwhile. I am a teacher. Greg Murray teaches at Eagle View Elementary School, Port Hardy. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=27934,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 25, Number 1, September 2012   Adult ed programs all but eliminated  By Lynda Toews   The level of education of parents directly impacts the well-being of their children. It impacts their ability to provide for their children, and the degree of success those children are likely to have in school. There is an invisible but growing issue regarding poverty and access to education among adults. The issue isn’t so much that we see impoverished students, although we do, but over the years, we see fewer and fewer of them. The adult programs have become less and less accessible to families, communities, and individuals struggling with poverty. In fact, the numbers of adult education students living in poverty is diminishing (my observation and that of many of my colleagues—who would fund such a study?) because of various factors, most especially the hydra heads of funding and accessibility. There are inadequate spaces for the need, but this fact is lost because the programs have become less and less accessible to the people who need them the most. Location is a key aspect of this. People living in poverty don’t have the time or the resources to access transit to travel to a remote location for classes. Adult education programs in a number of Lower Mainland districts are located well away from the neighbourhoods of highest need. They are accessible to adults who drive cars, and who either have no young children, or who can arrange or afford childcare while they are not earning wages. Furthermore, self-paced programs have been all but eliminated in the Lower Mainland. These were programs that provided flexibility to students working shifts, those whose employment was insecure and irregular, or those with health or transportation issues. These programs also provided the one-on-one attention required by students struggling with substance abuse, mental health issues, or greater educational needs. What these programs could never provide is excess revenue. It is not possible to give one-on-one instruction to the equivalent of 30 students per class. The students who most desperately need these programs will not find success in overfull, structured classes. They become another statistic, another example of the poor success rates in adult education programs, which are, of course, the teacher’s fault. In Surrey, we are told that these programs have been dropped because they are “unsustainable.” In Vancouver, we read of the consultant’s recommendation of “ending continuing education programs that don’t make money.” (“Deloitte review of B.C. education spending prompts concerns about privatization,” Janet Steffenhagen, Vancouver Sun, August 16, 2012) This is an astonishing phrase; it isn’t enough that the program overall is more than self-sustaining, but that each part of the program must be revenue-generating. Aside from the tragedy that this represents for those adults sinking deeper into poverty, it reveals an attitude endemic to the administration of adult education programs: the prime objective is not education, but profit. There are two groups of adults who desperately need access to appropriate adult learning opportunities—Aboriginal adults and immigrant adults. Drop-out rates are high among both of these groups of people, as is the incidence of poverty. Access to appropriate education services for each group would have an impact on their poverty, and that of their children, but it might not be easy or inexpensive to provide. These students don’t need “continuing education”—they need to be able to successfully complete their education as adults in a more appropriate and responsive environment than the one that failed them before. A self-paced program may not be the appropriate model for these adults, but rest assured, the appropriate environment is unlikely to generate income. Why should it be? No one should make a profit on the poverty of others and fixing your mistakes should never be considered a revenue-generating opportunity.  Lynda Toews, chairperson, BCTF Adult Education Advisory Committee    Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2011/10/bcpsea-missing-point-on-local.html?showComment=1318686998687,Staffroom Confidential: BCPSEA - missing the point on local bargaining Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Wednesday, October 12, 2011 BCPSEA - missing the point on local bargaining One of the issues on the teacher bargaining table is to move more issues to local Districts and teachers unions to negotiate. The BCTF has used the slogan "local bargaining of local issues by local parties". The idea is that different communities have different needs and those local communities should be able to work through issues and come to solutions that work for them locally. It allows diversity and creativity and innovation. Does this mean some of the same topics will be on different local bargaining tables? Absolutely. But it doesn't mean the issues or the solutions are the same and it doesn't mean each table is replicating the same discussion, as BCPSEA seems to think. For example, one local/District might want to put more resources towards salaries to retain teachers in their community because high teacher turnover is a critical issue. Another might want lower salaries and to put more resources towards smaller class sizes because there are particularly high incidences of students with special needs. Another might want resources put towards travel costs for professional development opportunities if they are in a small town, and will sacrifice a higher salary increase to do this. In all these cases, salary will be on the table. But does this mean all the issues and solutions are the same? Is this duplication? I don't think so - I think it is finding local solutions to local issues by local parties. It is in everyone's interest and leads to better schools. Local resources should be directed to different areas in a flexible manner and school Boards and teachers should be able to talk about what works best in their local communities. BCPSEA's only argument for provincial bargaining is "efficiency". I suppose it is true that a cookie cutter education system might be more "efficient". We could have national curriculum, eliminate school Boards, implement identical timetables, and so on. A master collective agreement would make sense in a system like this. So does scripted curriculum (same page, same content, same day). So does standardized testing. Look south to the US to see lots of examples. Teaching and learning plummets in systems like these. It is ironic that at the same time BCPSEA (on behalf of the provincial government and school Boards) wants increased standardization, everyone else in the education community is talking about increased personalization. There is general agreement that "factory" style schools do not serve individual student needs. Rather than more standardization, we need increased opportunities for individuals and local communities, even if it isn't the most "efficient". Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 9:32 AM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 4 comments: PierreOctober 12, 2011 at 9:39 PM I enjoyed reading this particular comment highlighting the incongruities between what BCPSEA wants for school boards and what it wants for everything and everybody else, in particular teachers and students. What is good for the goose is not good for the gander, apparently!ReplyDelete J-TrainOctober 13, 2011 at 1:31 AM So we should have different standards in BC than we do in say, Quebec? Or let say Alberta? I guess if we can't have the same standards, we should not strike for the same wages?ReplyDelete Tara EhrckeOctober 13, 2011 at 9:02 AM The introduction of national "standards" in the US has been a disaster. See here, for example, for a more thorough discussion. http://www.heritage.org/research/reports/2010/05/why-national-standards-won-t-fix-american-education-misalignment-of-power-and-incentives It's important not to confuse "standards" with "quality". If we want democratic citizenship, critical thinking, inquiry and creativity in our curriculum, then "standards" and "standardized tests" will fail. These types of standards lead to meeting a minimum level of the lowest form of learning - memory recall.ReplyDelete AnonymousOctober 15, 2011 at 6:56 AM Thank you Tara for fighting for personalization. It is very important to me that we stay away from standardization of the system. I wonder if we can convince them though. It seems to me we need more commercials and media to get the word out to the public. Thank you for continuing..... I just wish it didn't take so many meetings and game playing to get there.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ▼  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ▼  October (16) Abbott's plan: some thoughts... Teachers upset with BCPSEA allegations and threats... BCPSEA's hypocritical application to LRB over BC t... Occupy Education Builds Momentum The "transformation agenda" for BC education? - fo... Big brother and the Ministry of Education How to judge a School Board candidate - by their r... Solidarity and the 99% - Why teachers should suppo... Occupying Education Abbott's plan: Drastic changes with no consultatio... Guest post: Tobey Steeves on Bills 27/28 - a perso... BCPSEA - missing the point on local bargaining We are the 99 BC government proposal for class composition is "r... A little interlude... BC School Trustees consider a teacher lockout ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=17126&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2008 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 3, November 2008  Where did all the funding go? By Margaret White “More money than ever” is the message promoted repeatedly in the media by the minister of education, implying that BC is experiencing unprecedented levels of education funding. At the same time, there are daily media reports about school boards struggling to balance budgets, cutting essential educational services to do so. So how does one explain this mismatch between perception and reality? To be meaningful, funding figures need to be adjusted for inflation and located in an historical and national context. Changes in the complexity of the student population, as well as growing expectations of public education, also must be considered to truly evaluate whether funding levels are sufficient to meet student needs. The Ministry of Education presents most funding figures in current dollars, unadjusted for inflation. According to BCTF research calculations, the Education Inflation Rate increased by 19.1% between 2001–02 and 2006–07, while education funding in British Columbia increased by only 12.2%. This left school districts with the unenviable task of trying to balance budgets in the face of a consider­able loss of purchasing power. A new Statistics Canada report provides further evidence that public education funding in BC has fallen behind the rest of the country, after accounting for inflation. Between 1999–2000 and 2005–06, real total public education expenditures increased by an average of $47 per capita in Canada, while BC saw an increase of only $2 per capita. Compare this to the other Western provinces where inflation-adjusted, per capita public school funding increased by $193 in Saskatchewan, $148 in Alberta, and $79 in Manitoba. (See Chart 1 and 2) The provincial government’s 2008 public budget consultation literature highlights the rapid growth of the Gross Domestic Product (GDP) in British Columbia in recent years. A key indicator of education funding used by Statistics Canada is public education spending as a percentage of the GDP. A time of economic growth presents the ideal conditions for funding unmet needs in the public education system. Using this measure, BC fairs poorly. A recent Statistics Canada study shows education funding in BC dropped below the Canadian average in 2002–03, and remained so in 2005-06. The British Columbia government decreased K–12 public education spending as a percentage of the GDP from 3.7% in 1999–2000 to 3.2% in 2005–06. This represents a loss of about $1 billion in education funding that would have gone to school districts, had the spending to GDP ratio remained the same as in 1999–2000. (See Chart 3) The erosion of education funding, combined with restrictive education policies has undermined working and learning conditions. Many communities have been hard hit by school closures and the loss of teaching positions. There were almost 3,000 fewer teachers in BC in 2007–08 than in 2001–02. These positions were lost in the first three years, and most have not yet been restored. While there was also a significant drop in administrators early in the decade, the number is now larger than in 2001–02. As a result, the teacher-to-administrator ratio decreased from 11.35 in 2001–02 to 10.28 in 2007–08. Specialist teachers were especially hard hit. The English-as-a-Second Language (ESL) program saw a drop of 224.43 FTE teachers between 2001–02 and 2007–08, even though ESL FTE student enrolment grew by 3.9%. The Aboriginal program lost 15.01 FTE teaching positions during the same period while FTE Aboriginal education students increased by 17.9%. As a result of these cuts, the FTE students per specialist teacher ratio increased by 62.29 in the Aboriginal education program and by 18.65 in the English-as-a-Second Language program. Teacher-librarians absorbed a significant loss of FTE positions. In 2007–08, there were 191.83 fewer FTE teacher-librarians than in 2001–02. This reduced student access to teacher-librarians, with the FTE student to teacher-librarian ratio increasing by 104.7. In the last school year, compared to the beginning of the decade, there were 604.97 fewer special education FTE teachers. The needs of special education students grew in complexity. Most of the decline in this program since 2003–04 is due to decreases in the gifted student program. Excluding the gifted student program, special education programs saw a net increase of 1,023 students. In 2007–08, there were 17,136 students diagnosed with a learning disability, an increase of 1,469 students since 2003–04. Enrolment also increased for students diagnosed with autism spectrum disorder (+2,171), physical disability/ chronic health impairment (+586), and intensive behavior intervention/serious mental illness (+120). Many of these students are not receiving the attention required to succeed. In 2007–08, 10,313 classes reported having more than three special education students with an individual education plan, exceed­ing the legislated limit. So what does this all add up to? British Columbia has the highest student/educator ratio (SER) in Canada. Canada as a whole made considerable progress in reducing the SER between 1999–2000 and 2005–06, unlike BC where the SER remained unchanged. There are also many hidden costs in education that are not fully accounted for. Many students with learning disabilities are not diagnosed, or are awaiting assessment without resources or support. Only half of the students whose primary language spoken at home is other than English receive English-as-a- second language support. The number of children living with the effects of poverty has increased considerably in British Columbia in this decade, with BC having the highest child poverty rate in the country for five years in a row. The complex needs that arise in the classroom as a result of these economic and demographic changes are not adequately recognized or funded. Schools are also increasingly expected to respond to societal concerns such as physical activity, antiviolence, and drug prevention, through educational programs. At the same time, curriculum changes and increased focus on student achievement increase the demands on schools without adequate resources to cover the costs of implementation. All of these factors increase expectations of the public education system, while the associated costs are often downloaded onto educators and school districts. Where did all the money go? Much of the education funding between 2001–02 and 2006–07 was eroded by inflation. How far has an after-inflation increase in per capita education expenditures of $2 gone over six years? Considerably less than the other Western provinces that increased real public education expenditures per capita over the decade, making substantive improvement in educational services possible. British Columbia chose an opposite path. Had the government maintained the same public education expenditures to GDP ratio as in 1999–2000, the Ministry of Education really could have claimed “more money than ever.” More importantly, the government could have addressed some of the most critical and outstanding unmet needs in the public education system. Margaret White is a researcher in the BCTF's Research and Technology Division.  Sources: The statistics and charts were derived from the following data sources: Statistics Canada. (July 2008). Summary Public School Indicators for the Provinces and Territories, 1999/ 2000 to 2005/2006, p. 30, 44–45. Ministry of Education reports: Sum­mary of Key Information: 2006–07. Teacher Statistics: 2003–04 to 2007–08. Student Statistics: 2003–04 to 2007–08. Overview of class size and composition in British Columbia public schools: 2007–08. FTE specialist teacher statistics calculated from Ministry of Education unpublished Form 1530 data. For child poverty statistics see www.firstcallbc.org. Further information available upon request.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=21557,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > September 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 23, Number 1, September 2010   Why is there a College of Teachers in BC? By Ken Novakowski   BC teachers walked out in protest on April 28, 1987, shutting down every public school in the province. They were united in protesting government legislation that introduced a College of Teachers—they didn’t ask for a College of Teachers and they didn’t want one. The College of Teachers was an idea introduced by the Social Credit government of the day. At that time there was only one other known College of Teachers in the world; in Scotland. The BC College of Teachers was the first and remains the only professional regulatory body in British Columbia that was imposed upon a profession rather than being introduced at the request of, and in consultation with, the profession. The government had a clear political objective in mind when it introduced the college—it wanted to end the professional leadership role that the BC Teachers’ Federation played in the lives of BC teachers. Here’s what happened. The government introduced legislation that on the one hand granted teachers collective bargaining rights that they had long been denied; but, on the other hand, in the form of a College of Teachers attempted to split the professional aspect of teachers from the BCTF. The headline in the BCTF Newsletter of April 9, 1987, stated: “Government Attacks BCTF: Never in the 71-year history of the BC Teachers’ Federation have the collective professional interests of teachers been as seriously threatened as they are today.” What the government attempted to do with the introduction of the College of Teachers was threefold: To split off the professional elements of the BCTF (PD services, PSAs, etc.) into a separate organization with mandatory membership (College of Teachers) and make the BCTF solely a bargaining organization with statutory membership removed. This was intended to divide teachers and seriously weaken the BCTF. To download the costs of teacher certification from government to teachers. To submit teachers to yet another level of discipline creating for them double or even triple jeopardy. Unlike most other professionals who have colleges, teachers are employed professionals. They always have been and continue to be subject to discipline from their employer over matters of conduct and competency. While teacher protests to stop the imposition of the college were unsuccessful, the BCTF did have success on another front. They voluntarily signed up 98% of the public school teachers in the province to membership in the BCTF; a sign-up success rate unparalleled in Canadian trade-union history. After debating the merits of boycotting the college or participating in the college to limit its scope of activity, the BCTF decided on the latter. For 15 years after its formation, college members elected 15 of the 20 members of the governing college board. BCTF members through their locals endorsed candidates in zones for seats on the college council. This was an attempt to mitigate the negative aspects of an imposed structure and to stem its growth and cost to members. In 2003, the Liberal government of BC fired the 15 elected college councilors and appointed 20 handpicked political hacks in an attempt to use the college to strip teachers of their professional autonomy and other professional rights. In a powerful demonstration of solidarity, following the leadership of the BCTF, BC teachers withheld their college fees forcing the government to re-establish a college council with an elected majority; now 12 reduced from 15. But there are those who still question the right of teachers to organize to elect someone to the college council who will reflect their perspective on the scope of the college mandate. The BCTF has accepted the existence of the College of Teachers and sees a legitimate role for it in dealing with certification and decertification matters as well as providing input into teacher education programs for pre-service teachers. Yet both these goals can be accomplished without a College of Teachers. The public interest in public education is already served by publicly elected and accountable boards of education in every community in the province. So the question that teachers asked in 1987 is still a valid one today—Why should we accept an imposed structure that serves no purpose that could easily and more cost effectively be served otherwise?  Ken Novakowski is a retired teacher and former executive director of the BCTF.   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12652,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 1999 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 12, Number 1, September 1999 Medcan in Prince George by Sandra Davie The Prince George School Board has hired Medcan, a disability-management company, to begin operations on September 1, 1999. The BCTF, Prince George District Teachers’ Association, and CUPE have filed grievances and are preparing an arbitration to resist the implementation of this program. The basis for the teachers’ grievance is a belief that a fundamental right to privacy between a physician and patient is denied by the Medcan procedure and that a denial of sick-leave benefits is a contravention of the collective agreement. The grievance claims the board’s program violates not only the collective agreement, but also basic labour and human rights legislation. What is Medcan? Medcan is a for-profit disability-management company hired by the school board to alleviate a perceived “absentee problem” amongst the various employee groups. If Medcan is implemented: After five consecutive days’ absence, your administrative officer contacts Human Resources. Human Resources contacts you to inquire about your health and to ask you to sign Medcan’s medical consent form. If you sign the form, you are giving permission to Medcan to discuss your medical problem with your doctor. Medcan’s Toronto nurse, using an American computer model, decides whether your doctor’s diagnosis and treatment plan were appropriate. At this point one of three possibilities occurs. Firstly, Medcan might concur with your physician and nothing more would be done. Secondly, Medcan may suggest that you could receive speedier treatment if you pay extra money to see a Medcan-contracted specialist, who may or may not be in your area. If you chose not to see the Medcan specialist, your sick leave benefits would continue. Thirdly, Medcan may disagree with your physician’s diagnosis and/or treatment and the board may be told that sick leave is not warranted. If this happens, the board feels it has the right to deny you your contractually agreed to sick-leave benefits. When asked who adjudicates Medcan’s diagnosis, Medcan’s answer was “the courts.” If you do not wish to give Medcan permission to discuss your situation with your physician and to access your medical files, the board feels it has the right to discipline you (i.e. to suspend or dismiss you) and to deny you sick leave. The BCTF and the PGDTA have serious concerns about the use of such for-profit disability management companies: Medcan is not a rehabilitative service. Medcan must limit access to sick leave in order to make money. The perceived absenteeism rate among teachers simply does not exist. A Medcan “Nurse Consultant” is making judgments about our health over the phone and using an American statistical model. Medcan is an expensive model. For the first 28 months start-up, the cost will be $530,000. After that, there will be a flat fee cost of $20,000 per month. A rehabilitative model is already in place for teachers, at no cost to the board because it is totally supported through union dues. Our health-care system will be eroded if companies like Medcan are successful. The grievance and arbitration that I described at the beginning is going ahead. Other districts may be considering Medcan or other profit-driven companies. Please do not sign away your right to sick leave or privacy. Sandra Davie is president of the Prince George District Teachers’ Association. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=16492&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2008 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 1, September 2008  Ayataway By Donna Clark Ayataway is Squamish for working together. The BCTF Ed May Social Responsibility Grant gave students the opportunity to work with two local artists on this project. The grant also inadvertently enabled many people to work together who might not otherwise have done so. Dustin Rivers, a Squamish linguist and artist, came up with the name Ayataway while visiting as a guest artist at Alpha Secondary School in Burnaby last spring. Cease Wyss, Squamish artist and activist, worked with Grade 9 and 10 students for about a month on this permanently installed community art project. Wyss won the hearts of students with her love and respect for them. On the last day Wyss had with us, students listened respect‚fully as she sang and drummed a goodbye song. Imagine my surprise when the 3:00 p.m. bell rang and not one of the students flinched in their seats. Over 100 students, over two years, participated to make this project a success. As did CUPE 379. CUPE working with the Burnaby school board ensured the project was installed professionally and beautifully with a yellow-cedar trim. CUPE also ensured it got done in a timely manner. Iíll never forget the concern of the two CUPE workers installing the project. They were concerned that it would be vandalized and wanted a security guard hired for the weekend so that it would be safe for the opening on the following Monday. I trusted it would be safe, and it was, but I appreciated the care and concern these men took in our mutual work. Ayataway is a tile project. Each of the over 100 students created two tiles: an image and a text tile. Each of the image tiles depicts local plants, birds, animals, insects, and fish. Each of the text tiles contains poems or words in studentsí first languages or Squamish that relate to the natural environment. The knowledge of local food and medicinal sources has been retained by the Squamish people. It has become increasingly important for all of us to remember or learn from, and about, local sources. What can we learn from the land on which we live and spend our lives? What do we already have without having to go afar? What can we learn from the Squamish and other local peoples who have lived here forever? How can we live here with respect for the land and each other? This art project therefore had everything to do with the process of making art, including respectful relationships between people. Its beauty is a testament to the power of working together in a respectful way. Ayataway adorns the entranceway to Alpha Secondary School in Burnaby. You are all welcome to come by for a visit. It is available for viewing 24/7 into the indefinite future. Donna Clark teaches art at Alpha Secondary School, Burnaby.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/parents.aspx?id=70,BCTF > Home & school communication  	For parents  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents Advocating for Public Education  Home & School Communication  Hot Topics  Learning Conditions  Presentations for Parents  Reading  Safety at School  Special Education  Supporting Your Child's Learning  For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > For Parents > Home and School Communication Home & School Communication Regular home and school communication is important to children’s learning. When teachers and parents talk together about student progress, children do better in school. Building relationships Developing a strong, positive relationship with your child’s teacher works in everyone’s favour. When parents and teachers communicate well and work together, everyone comes out ahead—the student, the parents, and the teacher. Each September offers new opportunities for student success. Beginning the school year well sets the tone for the rest of the school year. Parents and teachers can work together to help children get a good start. Parent presentations The BCTF has developed sessions for parents that provide opportunities to learn strategies, gain knowledge and explore concerns. Parent-teacher interviews Parent-teacher interviews provide the best opportunity to learn about your child's progress, and are an important step in creating positive home/school communication. Resolving difficult situations The best way to resolve conflict is at the parent-teacher level. Problems are likely to be resolved when people talk directly to each other.  Parent Concerns: A Guide for Resolution From time to time you may have a query or worry about an aspect of your child's schooling. A healthy, honest relationship between you and your child's teacher contributes to your child's learning and school success. The processes outlined in this guide were developed primarily by parents and represent some of the best practices for handling these concerns fairly and respectfully. School districts have a process for handling complaints that are not resolved at the school level. To find out what your school district policy is, ask your local teacher association office or school board office.   About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=27942&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 25, Number 1, September 2012   Looking back  By Chris Bocking   70 years ago Millions of little hands are at work throughout the United Nations for the defeat of Fascism. When Moscow’s darkest hour struck, her children were found in the icy streets digging trenches and stuffing sandbags. And British Columbia’s young war savers have bought enough War Savings certificates to purchase two giant PBY bombers. Teachers must not be squeamish about telling the pupils the money they raise is to kill Nazis, or why Nazis must be killed. As they grow up our pupils will be aided in building and safeguarding the brave new world if from childhood they have shared in the struggle against the enemies of the people. – September, 1942, The BC Teacher  50 years ago Many delegates to the Workload and Working Conditions Workshop thought that noon-hour supervision was a non-teaching activity that could be carried out by other than professionally trained teachers. All agreed that the efficiency of a classroom teacher was lowered when his noon-hour was shortened by the time required for supervision duties, and this was detrimental to the learning situation. Class size and pupil-teacher ratio was discussed, and all agreed that multi-grade classes should be avoided where possible, and, if it is impossible, there should be fewer pupils per teacher in such classes than in single-grade classes. – Sept./Oct. 1962, The BC Teacher  30 years ago Teachers are in the midst of a fight for survival of the public education system in B.C. Most of us who have been teaching for a few years have been through the periodic crises that the system faces. No one active in the school system now, though, has been confronted with a threat of the magnitude of the path of destruction charted by the provincial government in recent weeks. We have been asked to take a 25 per cent cut in our standard of living over the next year (during the depression teachers were asked to take pay cuts during a time of deflation; we are asked to take pay cuts in a time of inflation). And the cuts of staff from the system, although they probably won’t produce a wholesale closing down of the grade levels in the system, will dramatically decrease both the quantity and quality of educational service. – Sept./Oct. 1982, The BC Teacher  10 years ago It is perhaps not widely enough known that the five non-instructional days in the school calendar are there as a result of an extension of the school year in the early 1970s. These days were not a gift, not a perk to make teaching an even easier job than some people already perceive it to be. Professional days are now seen as an opportunity to cut costs. Loading these days into the summer, in lieu of longer breaks during the school year, has become quite popular. Many teachers like the idea. There is, however, a dark side. Summer PD is starting to look like in-service or staff development. In other words school-district administrators and principals are taking on more and more of the organization of these days, and teachers are effectively losing their jurisdiction over the form and content of professional development. – Sept./Oct. 2002, Teacher newsmagazine  Compiled by Chris Bocking, Keating Elementary School, Saanich  )
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7458,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 18, Number 6, April 2006   Classified Advertising TRAVEL/VACATION  TOFINO Newly renovated & furn. 2 bd. home across the road from Chesterman Beach. For information, call 250-726-5195 or look us up at www.tofinoresorts.ca QUALICUM BEACH Dandelion Cottage offers 1 bd., full kitchen, cozy & comfortable private suite. A great getaway, close to the beach in summer, skiing in winter. Very affordable. Ph: 250-752-5127 or www.geocities.com/dandelioncottageca/ SHUSWAP, Eagle Bay. Affordable summer suite respite. Sleeps 4. BBQ, moorage, beach, N/S, N/P, morningstarfarms@telus.net GABRIOLA ISLAND BC, 2 bd., private, fully equipped, starting $760/mo. or $350/wk. 250-247-9883, www.gabriola cottage.netfirms.com, boysen@shaw.ca. QUEEN CHARLOTTE ISLANDS/ HAIDA GWAII Fabulous "mothership" kayaking, wilderness adventure, unforgettable experiences. 1-888-559-8317, www.island.net/~archipel QUADRA ISLAND waterfront cottage, quiet, secluded, relaxing. 1-800-661-9441. OKANAGAN GETAWAY! 2 bd. cottage, Kaleden (near Penticton), full kitchen. Bike trail, beach, golfing, wine tours, skiing. $110/night (winter, spring). kingcranston@telus.net, 604-939-2433. Pictures available. SHUSWAP budget lakeview Bed & Breakfast. Dorm/twin, queen rooms. Beaches, hiking, golfing, fishing, Salmon grounds. Open year round. Small seminars/retreats. 250-679-2715. SUNSHINE COAST (Halfmoon Bay) Waterfront cottage, fully equipped, sleeps 4, F/P, BBQ, W/D, 604-885-0651, email: fjbishop@gmail.com HERITAGE HOME Beautiful garden suite in Powell River historic Townsite. Promotional rates. Visit www.asuite vacation.com or call 604-414-0004. PENTICTON spacious, 2 bd. townhouse overlooking Skaha Lake, 5 min. walk to beach and marina. July 1-15. $425/wk., $750/2 wks. saubin@shaw.ca, 250-493-5750. SALTSPRING waterfront home, 2300 sq.ft., 3 bd., fully equipped. Weekly, monthly rentals. 604-942-7321, jmoliver@telus.net, saltspring.aoliver.ca/ CULTUS LAKE 3 bd. cottage, 150 ft. to lake. N/P, N/S, avail. April - Aug. 31, $700/ wk. or monthly negotiable. Phone 604-464-2890 or delia_cooper@telus.net KELOWNA Immaculate 2 bd. home, hot tub, downtown cultural district, 3 blks from beach/boardwalk. $850/wk. July 2-9, 9-16, 16-23. Ph: 250-868-8952. OLIVER Okanagan golf courses, wineries. Large, self-catering 1 bd. suite. Private entrance, hot tub, $75/night (min. 2 nights) 250-498-4350. DEEP BAY Vancouver Island, 2 bd. furn. house, fully equipped, rural setting, partial ocean view, min. to beach. Avail. April 1 to Oct. 31, 250-244-3534 or 306-574-4909. tandc.tyner@sasktel.net GULF ISLANDS Spectacular new home. Booking now for weekly rental, sleeps 6, ocean view, private hot tub, www.penderislandhouse.com YOGA RETREATS in Paradise Valley, Vancouver, June 9-11 or June 16-18. Yoga & Meditation for Beginners to Advanced. www.shivayogaretreats.com, 778-229-7550. STICKS n’ STONES COUNTRY COTTAGES Galiano Island, suitable for 2-6 people. Children/pets welcome. Modern, all amenities, quiet with easy access to beach and forest trails. Contact 1-877-303-3546 toll free or www.galianoadventures.com, 10% discount for teachers and nurses. PRINCETON B&B Cycle, hike, horseback ride on Kettle Valley Railway and connected trails: kvr Cycle-Inn B&B, 23 km north of Princeton. Also Bed & Bales. Hot tub. www.kvrcycleinn.com, 250-295-0569. CHEMAINUS Vancouver Island panoramic ocean view, stunning sunrises, 2 luxurious apt. available, fully equipped, covered sundeck. For information 250-828-6280 or cglass1@shaw.ca FAIRMONT TIME SHARE sale/rent. Located on Golf Course and near Panorama ski hill. 250-497-9950. CULTUS LAKE Furn. 2 bd. recreational trailer, swimming pool/hot tub/golf, 5 min. walk to lake. 604-591-6065, www.StayatCultusLake.com SUNSHINE COAST Kayaker’s dream! Rare oceanfront cottage at Pender Harbour. Private beach and well-maintained dock just steps from garden entry to suite. Shower, kitchen, radio, DVD. Sleeps 2-4. Minutes to nearby lakes and world famous Skookumchuck Rapids. July books fast. $475/wk. Susan 604-467-3978, susanwalker@ telus.net, www.penderharbour cottage.ca KALEDEN Spacious 4 bd. home near Penticton. Sleeps 6, minutes to beach, private backyard, quiet neighbourhood. Includes all modern conveniences plus grand piano. $1500/wk. N/S, N/P, sharonthomson@hotmail.com CABIN FOR RENT Shuswap Lake. Sleeps 4-6. Lakeview, weekly rentals from June to Sept. Call 604-525-9558. COZY COTTAGE FOR RENT Lake Erroch, 1 1/2 hr. from Vancouver, 30 min. from Harrison. Sleeps 2-6. Golfing, hiking, fishing nearby. Call 604-525-9558. HORNBY ISLAND Private well-appointed 2 bd. cabin. members.shaw.ca/scombs/ cabin.html SUMMERLAND Self-contained studio suite in log home in Trout Creek area, close to some of the nicest beaches in the Okanagan, includes use of w/d, bbq, outdoor patio under grape arbour, $560/wk. e-mail pepperdines@shaw.ca for photos and more info or call Ted 250-494-9809. WHISTLER Soak in the hottub. Swim in the pool.Walk the trails. Bike to the village. Ski-in/out. Whistler at its best. Condo sleeps 4-6. Fully equipped. Quiet. $200/night (min. 2 nights) $125/night summer rate (min. 4 nights). 604-926-4315. WHISTLER Alta Lake, waterfront, 1 bd. condo, sleeps 4, 1 km to village, FP, TV/VCR/ DVD. summer/winter rates, 604-298-2070. WHISTLER GETAWAY. Pinecrest Estates, 5 bd., 1400 sq.ft. cabin, sauna, deck with BBQ, fully-equip. kitchen, DW, WD, wood stove (wood provided). Rates from $175/nt. (seasonal) glush@shaw.ca or 604-936-3346. BLACKCOMB Luxury 2 bd/loft, 3 bath, sleeps 8, ski-in, ski-out, 604-940-0156. WHISTLER Village North, 2 bd. deluxe townhome. 604-531-6847. View at www.whistlervacationhome.ca. WHISTLER Deluxe 1 bd., village, 2.5/ bed. Creekside, rates $69+, salij@shaw.ca WHISTLER CREEK townhouse for rent. View of Alta Lake. 2 bath., 3 bd., sleeps 6. 604-535-3447. WHISTLER 1 bd. condo (Whistler Creekside) sleeps 4, F/P, hot tub, swimming pool, sauna, kitchen fully equipped, u/ground parking, close to lift and stores. Call Jan or John at 604-530-0958. WHISTLER, 3 bd. chalet, sleeps 6, all amenities, $200/night. Call John 604-987-7619. WHISTLER Condo. Sleeps 4, views, close to village, all amen. 604-943-9423. www.greatspots.com List your recreation property for rent or find a Great Vacation Spot for yourself. Locally owned and operated, we’ve been in business since 1989 and have over 120 beautiful properties to choose from. EAST COAST COTTAGES. 2 bd./ 1 bath sleeps 5 and/or 4 bd., 2 bath, sleeps 8. Great beach, centrally located in New Brunswick, 1 hr to PEI, 2 hrs to Halifax, e-mail cglass1@shaw.ca, 250-828-6280. KIHEI, MAUI. Large selection of fully equipped condos. Great beaches. Near shopping centre. Call Alf, 604-291-1751, F: 604-291-9773, kihei@telus.net. MAUI. Privately owned, beautiful fully furn. 2 bd., 2 bath condo across from Kamaole beaches. Great complex, Great location. 250-598-6955, F: 250-598-6965. PUERTO VALLARTA Beautiful, large, 2 bd. furn. condo, downtown, 3 blks from the Malecon (beach). Reasonable wkly rates, N/S, dbemc@hotmail.com, 604-608-4268. FRANCE. Ultimate vacations, privately owned, beautiful furn. 1 bd. central Paris. Provence lovely furn. house close to Avignon. Wkly/mthly. 604-738-1876, 604-298-3904, i_roland@hotmail.com, http://mypage.uniserve.ca/~iroland TUSCANY Italy. B&B. margihammer@ yahoo.com or paulsd@libero.it DISCOVER RURAL FRANCE on two wheels! Explore the magnificent Loire or the flavours of Burgundy as you cycle through fields of sunflowers, past historic chateaux and picturesque villages. You are guided by the unbound enthusiasm of a Francophile teacher. 10-day tours depart for the Loire: July 4 and July 13, July 27 for Burgundy. www.travellers-tale.com, e-mail: info@travellers-tale.com. Panorama Travel 1-888-703-0163, BC Reg#2683. YOGA RETREAT IN FRANCE. July 11—22, 2006. Come to France for a yoga retreat that will use yoga postures, breath, meditation and dialogue to bring a sense of lightness into your life. www.frenchfarmhouse.ca PAINTING & DRAWING IN THE AUVERGNE. July 25—August 5, 2006. Join us in the rustic French countryside to explore drawing and painting en plein air. www.frenchfarmhouse.ca FRANCE. south Languedoc small village house available for rent, www.swanshouseinfrance.com PARIS Montmartre, 1 bd. apt, quiet, metro, shops, ADULTS only, N/S. Available July1—Aug15. Minimum 2 wks. 650 euros/ wk. (approx. $950 cdn) Call 604-736-5894. BUCERIAS MEXICO. 20 min. north of Puerto Vallarta airport. Ocean front, new 2 bd., 2 bath condo. Fully furn. including Star Choice tv, infinity pool, beautiful beach with restaurants and markets nearby. View at www.colibricondominiums.com, $200/ night, weekly/monthly rates. Available March 16-28 and April onward. Contact us at gwwood-linda@hotmail.com or 011-52-329-298-1671. GRANADA, NICARAGUA. Discover this beautiful Spanish colonial city and little known country. B&B run by retired BC teacher. For information contact carolannrea@hotmail.com FRANCE, FRANCE 2006 holiday rental. Renovated 2 bd. houses in ancient vineyard village SW France. Great walking, cycling, food, wine. C$799/C$940 week per family unit. Email mjcapper@hotmail. com, visit www.users.bigpond.com/ scapper/france CYCLE FRANCE 7-day cycling tours of southwest France. Visit prehistoric caves and medieval castles. Linguistic and cultural immersion. Enthusiastic BC teacher is your guide. 2 tours in July 2006. Includes all meals, visits, bicycles, 7 nights accommodation in Roque-Gageac, France. More details at www.bicyclefrance.com or contact Jon at jcpreston@shaw.ca. SOUTH OF FRANCE Teacher-owned holiday rental. Sunny, affordable 4 bd., 2 bath villa in Limoux, Languedoc. Great for sharing! Deith Digby 250-743-2439, www.southoffrancerental.com PARIS Montmartre, 1 bd. apt., quiet, metro, shops, ADULTS only, N/S. Avail. July1-Aug.15. 650 euros/wk. approx. $950cd. Call 604-736-5894. OLD PUERTO VALLARTA large 1 bd. condo, 2 blks from Los Muertos Beach, 604-879-7673, www.vrbo.com/56182 ALSACE, FRANCE 1 bd. apt. for rent in charming village. $600/wk. www.andlau.com, 250-656-3444. FOR RENT  VANCOUVER Clean, bright, quiet, centrally located condos at Robson & Bute. 1 bd. $85/single. Daily/weekly/monthly rates. 604-608-4268, dbemc@hotmail.com WHITE ROCK fantastic ocean view from all rooms. 2 blks from beach, completely remodeled 1000 sq.ft., 2 bd. apt, very quiet area, top floor, huge balcony, fully furn. Available August 2006 for 1 yr. lease, $1200/mo., plus utilities. No kids or pets. Applicants must be over 45. Contact Richard at 604-536-3889 or e-mail at rdb333@yahoo.ca ACCOMMODATION REQUIRED Short-term, 2 bd. rental or board. Vancouver Westside for family of four from July 9 to Aug. 24 approx. Contact 604-731-0947. PENTICTON Furn. 2 bd., 2 bath condo. Rental can be teaching months only at $800/mo. Contact Brenda 403-860-3266 or communication.first@shaw.ca KITSILANO 1 bd. condo available July and part of August. Call 604-737-7181 or email droberts@richmond.sd38.bc.ca VANCOUVER Newly renovated furnished studio apt. for rent in West End, 3 blks from Stanley Park & English Bay. Daily, weekly rates (min. 2 nights). $75/ night, $500/wk. Contact 250-447-6393. SUNNY WHITE ROCK Mid-July to mid-Aug. 2006. Great family home in quiet cul-de-sac, 4 bd. & playroom, great sunny backyard, 5 min. drive to beach. Walking distance to shops and bus. Contact Nathalie 604-542-0603 (evenings). VICTORIA 4 bd., 2 bath family home in Colwood, 15 min. from downtown Victoria. Spectacular ocean view of Mt.Baker to the Olympic Range. 5 min. walk down path to the beach. Available July 2, $1900. Brian or Kelly 250-474-5136. VANCOUVER West End, near beach, Stanley Park, Robson, theatres. Large furnished 1 bd. suite available July and Aug. $1000/mo. all incl. Contact 604-783-3613 or bluedesert@shaw.ca VICTORIA Furnished townhouse, 2 bd. plus office, $1000. July. jmalo@shaw.ca VANCOUVER Beautiful, 2 bd. $500/wk. for July only. View, easy access to downtown. Call Jocelyne at 604-873-9176 or joctomas@shaw.ca VICTORIA Beautiful, bright, clean, spacious 3 bd., 1400 sq.ft. lower level suite w/laundry facilities. 3 min. walk to UVic and 15 min. to the beach. $800/wk. Call 250-382-3533. COQUITLAM Near SFU, lovely large 3 bd. home. July/Aug. Daily/weekly/monthly. ejstewart2004@shaw.ca PORT COQUITLAM Large 1 bd., main floor, new kitchen, 1.5 baths. Quiet, park-like setting. Shared laundry, utilities. N/S, no dogs, references, $700. 604-944-9575. HOUSE EXCHANGE Vancouver/ Victoria house exchange, Aug. 6-13, lovely 3 bd. townhouse in Vancouver, sleeps 6, large patio and garden, convenient location. Looking for something similar in Victoria, email ppeters@vsb.bc.ca VICTORIA contemporary 3 bd., 2 bath. patio dplx. Fabulous location. N/S, N/P, July 1-31, $1300. 250-592-4563. pchauhan@shaw.ca VANCOUVER Great central location, quiet treed street, clean, bright. 900 sq.ft. apt., 1 bd. + den, large balcony. Available up to 2 years, August 2006. $1300 plus utilities. Contact Pat 604-871-0463. MILL BAY house 30 min. from Victoria. Panoramic ocean views of Gulf Islands and Mt. Baker. Vaulted ceiling, 3 bd. and solarium. Avail. July, August, $1700/mo. or $600/wk. Phone 250-746-3628 or www.happylow.net VANCOUVER Sublet 2 bd. apt. near UBC for the summer. 2 blks. from Kits Beach on quiet Vancouver street. Contact 604-220-7498 or 867-668-2929. adrianne_robson@hotmail.com SALTSPRING ISLAND Waterfront home, sleeps 6, private beach, sauna, Japanese garden, close to pub, ferry, store. $2,500/wk. 250-514-4109, gordond@highspeedplus.com VICTORIA Furn. executive style studio, close to downtown, kayaking, biking on Galloping Goose Trail, $1,200/mo. 250-514-4109, gordond@highspeedplus.com YALETOWN Summer rental. 1 bd.+den, furnished condo, avail. July & August. Pool, gym, parking, seawall and Robson, N/S, N/P. $1500/mo. 604-562-3361 (evenings). WANTED: UBC area house exchange or rental for 3 bd. executive in Kelowna for July and August 2006. Contact 250-769-2750 or mwperkins@shaw.ca VICTORIA Artzy private home. Close to Elk Lake and beaches. July only. $1500. 250-658-5891. VICTORIA James Bay, furn. 1 bd. for June/July/Aug. Great view. Across from park. $900/mo. Call 604-874-1089. MISCELLANEOUS  MASTER OF EDUCATION (Special Education) by coursework offered by Flinders University in S. Australia is recognized by the B.C. Teacher Qualification Service. The degree is available entirely in distance mode. Applications are invited now for commencement of study in 2006. More information at: http://ehlt.flinders. edu.au/northamerica or from the program co-ordinator, Bernice.Burnip@flinders. edu.au USE YOUR MOUSE to find your house! www.carollivingstone. com, Victoria, Sooke or Sidney. Thinking of buying or selling, click on Victoria’s top real estate web site, free reports and MLS listings with full addresses. Call Carol and discover how to save with her teacher’s discount. Carol Livingstone, B.Ed. Re/Max Camosun, carol@carolliving stone.com, toll free 1-800-663-2121 or 250-744-3301. MAKE A DIFFERENCE in your students’ lives, www.howtomakea difference.com FIND A TUTOR web site. Designed for tutors looking for clients and parents/ students looking for tutors. Free 2 month trial for tutors wishing to advertise. www.findAtutor.ca RETIRING? Undecided about your Joint Life option? Order Choosing the Right Options, a straightforward guide/workbook for selecting the best option for your situation—$15. Interactive Excel CD version— $30. Mail: Ken Smith, 5120 Ewart St., Burnaby, BC V5J 2W2 or BCTF Lesson Aids. CANADIAN TEACHERS OVERSEAS, building bridges through education and travel. Contact: Carol Baird-Krul at 250-247-0077, cbairdkrul@shaw.ca. Experienced overseas educator, proven placement advisor. OLD KOREAN PROVERB The King, the Father and the Teacher are to be respected equally. Come to Korea and teach English to enthusiastic students at public schools. Round trip airfare and furn. accom. provided. Weekends free to explore the rich culture of the hermit kingdom. Details: 604-451-0321, chris@startrevolution.com FOR SALE Wonderful ocean view Bowen Island home, 45 min. to Vancouver. Peaceful and private! $460,000. 5 min. stroll to Bowen Bay swimming beach. 604-228-8669, www.usellahome.com, List 2245. FOR SALE Okanagan paradise, 36 ft. travel trailer with super slide, air conditioning, awning, island queen bed, 4 bunks, storage galore and many extras. New condition (2001) $24,900. Details and pictures available: email jsmith3447@shaw.ca, 604-908-3447. AS LONG AS IT TAKES website. A gathering place for BC teachers and others interested in public education.Articles, letters, forum, chat room, photos, free classifieds, and lots of opinions. www.aslongasittakes.com NEED A NEW OR NEWER VEHICLE? I make vehicle shopping easy, saving you time and money on a sale, lease or purchase. With a background in education I can listen and understand what is important to you. Check our web site and give me a call. Bill Sloan, Vehicle Agent, Prime Source Lease Group, 250-592-0879, Email: bsloan@shaw.ca, www.pslease.com OPEN HOUSE Cook School, Richmond. 50th Year Celebration, Thursday, May 18, 2006, 5-9 pm. TEACHER APPRECIATION All teachers receive 15% off everything for the month of May. Some exceptions may apply. Homestead Furniture, #104-19070 Lougheed Hwy. Pitt Meadows, BC V DRAMAWORKS 2006 Theatre Alberta hosts a variety of theatre workshops designed to collectively engage educators, amateurs, and professionals! Workshops in directing, acting, musical theatre, playwriting, stage combat, set and costume design, and more. 2.5-day & 3.5-day weekend workshops running July 6-9 & 13-16 at The Citadel Theatre, Edmonton. Early bird pricing available until June 2. Visit theatrealberta.com or call 780-422-8162. RESOURCES  RESOURCES. Enhance your Kindergarten, ESL, FIrst Grade, Speech classes with Annie Ape: The Magic Bullet to Literacy and Alphasongs. Information at www. kindergarten-tips-and-skill-lessons.com, 604-850-6748, dewdneydragon@shaw.ca EXPERIENCE NATURE’S WONDER Burns Bog. Contact Burns Bog Conservation Society for resources, tours 604-572-0373, 1-888-850-6264. TEACHER’S GUIDE to Miracle at Willowcreek $19.95, Novel $9.95. Order from Burns Bog Conservation Society, 4-7953 120th St., Delta, BC V4C 6P6, phone 604-572-0373 or 1-888-850-6264. CANADA: A PEOPLE’S HISTORY viewing guides to assist students using this video series. Download sample materials at www.bcguidebooks.ca. CIVICS 11 reading guides for students using the texts Canadian by Conviction and Civics: Participating in a Democratic Society. Download sample materials at www.bcguidebooks.ca. TEACHING WEATHER? Finally! A cohesive, comprehensive package of well-planned lessons and resources for teaching the foundations of weather science. Designed for BC’s new science curriculum! "Destination Discovery: The Weather Zone" www.discoverysciencelearning.com Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/francais/NouvellesFECB.aspx?id=32407,Nouvelles de la FECB Vol.19 No.17, 13 mars 2014  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Nouvelles de la FECB archives 2013–14  2012–13  Home > Français > Nouvelles de la FECB > 2013-14 Archive     Volume 19, Numéro 17, 13 mars 2014 La version caviardée de la plaidoirie de la FECB devant la Cour suprême maintenant sur le portail L’ancienne présidente de la BCPSEA s'exprime Les vacances de printemps approchent alors l’AGA de la FECB aussi ! Mise à jour des négociations : nouveau langage déposé par le gouvernement Sors un carton rouge face au racisme! Le Conseil scolaire de Prince George adopte une politique de LGBTQ Healthy Schools BC: Remplissez ce sondage pour avoir une chance de gagner un mini iPad ! Sparkling Hill Resort a rejoint le programme BCTF Advantage Opportunités pour les membres La version caviardée de la plaidoirie de la FECB devant la Cour suprême maintenant sur le portail La version caviardée de la plaidoirie de clôture de la FECB devant Madame la juge Susan Griffin de la Cour suprême de la C.-B est maintenant été publiée sur le portail réservé aux membres. Dans sa décision du 27 janvier 2014, la juge Griffin a dit que la FECB pourrait divulguer sa plaidoirie auprès de ses membres. Toutefois, le gouvernement a fait appel de cette décision. Le gouvernement a également demandé à la Cour d'appel de la Colombie-Britannique de suspendre la décision de la juge Griffin, ce qui a été accordée. Le résultat de la suspension est d'empêcher la divulgation complète de l’argumentaire, en attendant l’appel, parce que certains paragraphes font référence à des documents confidentiels du Cabinet. Par conséquent, certains contenus de notre dernier argumentaire ont été biffés à l’encre noire afin d'empêcher la divulgation de références à ces documents du Cabinet. Néanmoins, les membres de la FECB seront probablement très intéressés de lire des parties de l'argumentaire final qui ont conduit à l’arrêt de principe. Ce cas a, encore une fois, réaffirmé le droit des enseignants de négocier collectivement les conditions de travail, telles que la taille et la composition de la classe, les ratios de personnel, etc.   L’ancienne présidente de la BCPSEA s'exprime Madame Melanie Joy, présidente sortante de la BCPSEA, a interpellé le ministre de l'Éducation Peter Fassbender sur son histoire révisionniste de la dernière ronde de négociations. Dans une lettre à son journal local, The Creston Valley Advance, Mme Joy a soutenu l'affirmation de la Cour suprême selon laquelle les libéraux de la Colombie-Britannique ont tenté de provoquer une grève provinciale des enseignants pour justifier un projet de loi imposant les concessions qu'ils recherchaient.  Non seulement cela, mais Mme Joy explique que le gouvernement était en colère que les parties soient effectivement capables de parvenir à un règlement à la table avec la médiation du Dr Charles Jago. La lettre de Mme Joy, reprise par les médias à travers la Colombie-Britannique, contredit directement les commentaires publics, à la fois de Fassbender et de la Première Ministre Christy Clark. Elle a écrit :  J'apprécie que l'actuel ministre de l'Éducation Peter Fassbender n'ait pas été impliqué (dans les négociations) en 2012, mais ses affirmations récentes que le gouvernement s’était entièrement engagé, et était même responsable du succès des négociations, sont en contradiction avec mon expérience.  De par mes souvenirs de première main, les tactiques du gouvernement concernant les séances de réconciliation autour de la Loi 28 et la négociation collective entre la FECB et la BCPSEA ont été décrites avec précision dans la décision de la juge Griffin à la Cour suprême de la C.-B. quand elle conclut que, «Le gouvernement a estimé qu’une grève des enseignants lui donnerait un avantage politique à imposer une législation que le public pourrait sinon ne pas soutenir».  Cette stratégie a été poursuivie, en partie, par le mandat de négociation restrictif fixé par le gouvernement, en plus de la directive monétaire du zéro net. Il n' a été demandé à nulle autre partie du secteur public d’obtenir autant de concessions d’un syndicat sans augmentation de la rémunération…    Malgré le fait que le ministre prétend maintenant être satisfait de l'accord négocié, le fait que, rapidement après l'élection, le gouvernement a 1) remplacé les conseillers scolaires élus au conseil d'administration de la BCPSEA par son propre administrateur public, 2) nommé un négociateur du gouvernement en tant qu’intermédiaire dans la négociation en cours et 3) remplacé les cadres supérieurs de la BCPSEA, livre une version toute différente de l’histoire.  Vous pouvez lire la lettre dans son intégralité ici.     Les vacances de printemps approchent alors l’AGA de la FECB aussi !    Cela a été une année particulièrement bien pleine et c’est sans surprise que chaque enseignant de la province attend avec impatience une pause bien méritée. Le président de la FECB Jim Iker, le premier vice-président Glen Hansman et la deuxième vice-présidente Teri Mooring souhaitent à tous les membres de la Fédération le meilleur pour une pause tranquille et reposante. Alors que la plupart des enseignants de la Colombie-Britannique partent pour les vacances de printemps, environ 700 de leurs collègues se rendront à Vancouver en tant que délégués à la 98e Assemblée générale annuelle de la FECB. C'est presque comme un rite de printemps pour les militants de la FECB qui se réunissent pour tracer l'avenir de notre Fédération, discuter et débattre de différents enjeux, renouveler de vieilles amitiés et en bâtir de nouvelles. #BCTF2014 est le hashtag à suivre sur Twitter pour les mises à jour en direct sur les questions et les actions lors de/pendant la réunion. Pour la première fois cette année, des séances de l'Assemblée générale annuelle seront vidéo diffusées en direct afin que les membres ne pouvant venir y assister en personne puissent les suivre en ligne. Elles sont les suivantes : Samedi 15 mars  Le discours du président de la FECB Jim Iker qui doit débuter entre  14h30 et 15h00 Dimanche 16 mars à 14h00  La professeur Maria de la Luz Arriaga de la section mexicaine de la Coalition tri-nationale pour la défense de l’enseignement public se penchera sur les défis auxquels sont confrontés les enseignants à travers les Amériques et sur la solidarité entre leurs syndicats. Lundi 17 mars à 14h00  Le professeur Luis Grubert, président des 300 000 membres de la Fédération colombienne des éducateurs, partagera la dure réalité et les signes d'espoir en provenance de la Colombie, l'endroit le plus dangereux au monde pour les syndicalistes enseignants. Par la suite, Linda Watson, présidente du Conseil d'administration du Régime de retraite des enseignantes et des enseignants, fournira son rapport annuel aux délégués. Toutes les présentations seront disponibles sur le portail réservé aux membres. Mise à jour des négociations : nouveau langage déposé par le gouvernement Un rapport de l'équipe provinciale de la FECB à la table des négociations a été publié sur le portail des membres le week-end dernier. Tenez-vous informé de ce qui se passe dans la négociation. Puisque les deux parties (la FECB et la BCPSEA) ont convenu que ces mises à jour au cours de cette ronde de négociations seront affichées uniquement pour les membres sur le site sécurisé, vous devrez vous connecter au portail MyBCTF pour voir cette mise à jour. Sors un carton rouge face au racisme!   Les membres du Groupe d'actions contre le racisme de la FECB ont récemment mis en place une nouvelle ressource sur l'éducation multiculturelle et antiraciste. Sors un carton rouge face au racisme propose des lignes directrices pour lutter contre le racisme et contient des idées de leçons et des activités, liés aux ERI, pour les élèves de la maternelle à la 12e année. Les thèmes abordés comprennent : l’exploration des préjugés et des stéréotypes, la diversité, le continuum depuis les préjugés jusqu’aux crimes de haine et au génocide, les enjeux de l’immigration, la couleur et la culture, la terminologie appropriée et plus encore. La Journée internationale pour l’élimination de la discrimination raciale commémore les atrocités commises le 21 mars 1960 lorsque la police de Sharpeville, en Afrique du Sud, a tué 69 personnes manifestant pacifiquement contre les lois de passage de l'apartheid. Bien que de nombreux conseils scolaires sont en semaine de relâche ce jour-là, l'éducation antiraciste convient à tous les moments de l'année. Sors un carton rouge face au racisme peut être trouvé ici.   Le Conseil scolaire de Prince George adopte une politique de LGBTQ Un excellent début pour la Journée LGBTQ du T-Shirt rose fut la nouvelle que le conseil scolaire de Prince George a adopté sa propre politique LGBTQ. Un grand merci à Tina Cousins, Sue Trabant et à toutes les personnes dans le syndicat local qui ont travaillé si dur pour obtenir cette politique. Prince George a également embauché à temps partiel un coordonnateur de la diversité qui fait le travail anti homophobie et anti transphobie dans les salles de classe. Il s'agit du deuxième conseil à avoir adopté une telle position. Félicitations pour ce grand pas en avant. Jusqu'à présent, environ la moitié de tous les conseils scolaires de la province ont des politiques LGBTQ discrètes. Beaucoup a été accompli, mais il reste encore beaucoup à faire! Continuez votre excellent travail, les gars/tout le monde/!       Healthy Schools BC: Remplissez ce sondage pour avoir une chance de gagner un mini iPad !   Healthy Schools BC est une stratégie provinciale qui vise à s'appuyer sur l'excellent travail qui se fait déjà dans les écoles de la C.-B., et il s'agit d'un partenariat entre les ministères de la Santé et de l'Éducation, DASH BC (Directorate of Agencies for School Health), les autorités de santé, les partenaires en l'éducation et d'autres intervenants clés. Dans le cadre de l'évaluation de Health Schools BC, nous cherchons à engager des éducateurs pour obtenir vos points de vue sur les initiatives et des ressources pour des écoles saines et ce qui est nécessaire pour créer une école saine. Nous aimerions entendre parler de vous! S'il vous plaît, remplissez (une fois seulement) le sondage confidentiel en ligne de 10 minutes pour avoir la chance de gagner l'un des trois mini iPad. L'enquête se terminera le 25 mars 2014. Si vous avez des questions au sujet de l'évaluation, communiquez avec Lindsay Richardson.   Sparkling Hill Resort a rejoint le programme BCTF Advantage Sparkling Hill Health and Wellness Resort est situé juste à l'extérieur de Vernon, surplombant le lac Okanagan. Il a été construit par le patriarche de la famille des cristaux Swarovski avec l'intention de partager avec les Nord-Américains la culture européenne de santé et de bien-être. Le complexe de 149 chambres offre plus de 100 traitements, sept vapeurs et saunas d'aromathérapie, piscines intérieure et extérieure à débordement, un sauna froid de -110C pour cryothérapie et plus encore. Il y a aussi deux kinésiologues dans le personnel, un naturopathe et un psychiatre pour le bien-être émotionnel et mental. Les membres, les membres retraités et les employés de la FECB sont admissibles à un tarif spécial Vacances de Printemps. Pour le mois de mars, réservez votre chambre pour 145$ (du dimanche au jeudi) ou pour 165$ le week-end. Code Promo - TEACH14 Du 1er avril au 19 décembre 2014, Sparkling Hill offre aux enseignants de la Colombie-Britannique une réduction de 20 % sur le meilleur tarif disponible. Code Promo - BCTF20 Réservez en ligne ou appelez les réservations au 1-877-275-1556 et citez les codes promo ci-dessus. Sparkling Hill Resort est l'un des partenaires de BCTF Advantage figurant sur notre page Santé & Bien-être. Consultez notre feuillet de printemps ici. Opportunités pour les membres Deux nouvelles opportunités sont publiées sur le site: # 9 Vacances aux Comités de la FECB - répertorie tous les postes vacants à venir au sein des comités de la FECB # 10 Facilitateurs de la FECB - répertorie tous les postes vacants à venir pour les facilitateurs d’ateliers de la FECB     Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/EC-CandidateBios.aspx,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > March 2014 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 26, Number 5, March 2014     Candidates for Executive Committee 2014–15  President Jim Iker We fought for 12 years against government laws that we knew in our hearts were wrong. Our victory is for us, our students, public education, working people and for democracy. Our advocacy is fueled by the importance of every child’s learning. Supporting every local regardless of size and engaging all members, is critical for a strong, caring, relevant BCTF.   We must: • Achieve a fair deal for members and better supports for kids; • Ensure the restored language is adhered too; • Engage our partners in advocating to restore the $1000 less per pupil in funding; • Enhance ProD networks for members including supporting early career teachers; • Empower members as autonomous professionals; • Advocate for funded in-service and time for curriculum implementation; • Voice and protect our core values and principles as unionized workers; • Speak out for equity and reconciliation in our schools and communities; • Support our social justice practices and international solidarity work.  I believe in leadership that is thoughtful, respectful and responsive. Promoting democratic processes, seeking member input, and providing timely strategies.   I bring you my experience, positive energy and optimism. EXPERIENCE Provincial: Provincial Executive – President – 1 year, Provincial Executive – 1st Vice President – 3 year, Provincial Executive – 2nd Vice President – 3 years, Provincial Executive - Member at Large - 5 years, Provincial Bargaining Team – 2013/14, Co-Spokesperson – Bargaining Team – 2013/14, Provincial Bargaining Team – 2011/12, Co-Spokesperson – Bargaining Team – 2011/12, Provincial Bargaining Team - 2006, Learning Roundtable 2005/06/07/08/09, Social Justice Review Committee 2006/07, CTF AGM Delegate – 4 years, Bargaining Mobilization Committee- Chair (1), Provincial Bargaining Team – 1995/1996, 1998/99, GR/LR - (12), AGM delegate (19), Local Presidents’ Advisory Committee (2) - Chair (1), BCTF Interim Bargaining Structures Committee, Legislative Advisory Committee/team, Staff Rep Training, Summer Conference Participant - 27 years Local: President (15 years), Bargaining Chair (2), Chief Negotiator - Local Bargaining (all 3 rounds) – 1988 -2003, Bargaining Committee, WLC Chair (2), Staff rep, District Health And Safety Committee Rep (4), EAP District Committee (14) Teaching: 36 years (full and Part time) K/2/3/4/6/7 - Learning Assistance, Counseling, Special Ed Education: Honours BA - McMaster, B. Ed – Dalhousie, Various Counseling Courses - U Vic  1st Vice-President Glen Hansman Now in my fourth year as a BCTF table officer, I have been honoured to be able to visit and learn from members in schools and local meetings around the province.   The needs our members must continue to be the centre of our work as the BCTF, and I will continue to put the utmost value on this. It is also important that we continue to be active in working with other unions, with other teacher unions in Canada and abroad, with Aboriginal communities, and with other organizations that work for a fair and equitable society. Given the size and diversity of our membership, I believe that inclusion and member engagement are crucial for solidarity and for success in our efforts. I hope to continue with this work and exploring newer ways of doing it – particularly in order to provide more support and engagement of TTOCs and members new to the profession.  I am running for another term because I wish to continue to work with all locals and PSAs in order to defend members’ rights and the teaching profession, and to build upon the decades of advocacy undertaken by past and present members of the BCTF.   EXPERIENCE Provincial: 1st Vice-President (1 yr.), 2nd Vice-President (3 yrs.), Member-at-Large Executive Committee (1 yr.), BCTF representative to many external bodies. Local: President (2.5 yrs.), Vice-President (2 yrs.), LR, various committees at local level and local representative to various district committees. Teaching: elementary and secondary teaching experience, and district level role. Education: MA (UBC), B.Ed. (McGill), BA (Carleton).   2nd Vice-President Teri Mooring Teachers work tirelessly promoting a more just society by delivering the best possible education to our students; the monumental decision by Justice Griffin has changed the landscape. The decision gives us hope and is gratifying to the countless teachers who have fought to protect public education for so long.   We are in a tough fight to negotiate a collective agreement that will meet the needs of members. A salary increase, preparation time and classroom improvements are vital. It is also critical that teachers control their own professional development and continue to influence curriculum changes and education reforms at local and provincial levels.  I have had the privilege of travelling around the province speaking to teachers and listening to their needs and concerns. I am a part of a dynamic leadership team that is advocating for teachers and working to achieve a negotiated collective agreement which also takes into consideration the recent landmark decision by Justice Griffin. I hope to continue this important work with all locals to improve conditions for teachers.   I have the experience, passion and vision to represent the diverse needs of teachers. I am a consensus-builder and a clear communicator and I would be honoured to continue to serve as 2nd vice-president.  EXPERIENCE International: American Educational Research Association (2012) National: Canadian Labour Congress delegate (2011 & 2014) Provincial: BCTF Second Vice-President (1 yr); BCTF Executive member-at-large (4 yrs); BCTF Aboriginal Education Advisory Committee Liaison (2 yrs); TTOC Advisory Committee Liaison (2 yrs); BC Federation of Labour Delegate (7 yrs); Annual General meeting Delegate (20 yrs) Local: President (5 yrs ), 1st Vice-president (6 yrs), Local Representative (4 yrs), Bargaining Chair (2 yrs ), Gender Equity Chair (4 yrs ), PD Chair (2 yrs), Social Justice Chair (2 yrs), School Union Representative (15 yrs ). Teaching: 22 years of intermediate classroom experience; Resource Teacher (1 yr). Education: Med (UNBC); Curriculum and Counseling; BA (SFU).  Christine Stewart My Traditional name is Galksi’ Gibaykwhl Sook’– Wilps Ksim Xsaam and I am from the Nisga’a Nation, raised in Prince Rupert. For the second time in over a decade teachers are celebrating a significant victory, thanks to the solidarity of our membership and the commitment of our elected officials. Teachers, whether TTOC or on contract, are looking to September with hope in our hearts. I am committed to defending all members’ rights and continuing to improve our working conditions.   I have witnessed the erosion of services in elementary and secondary schools as a teacher, Aboriginal Education Co-ordinator and BCTF/VSTA Member at Large. Most recently, as a high school counsellor, I have observed the toll these cuts have taken on inner city youth and their families. I will always remember the challenges I faced working under these conditions, I intend to hold this government to account for the damage they have inflicted on students, families and teachers in the province. I am committed to working co-operatively with everyone in the Federation.   My 15 years of federation experience and training pointed me in this direction. It is time for me to use this knowledge to serve you as Second Vice President.   Sayt hahla’ls (working together) EXPERIENCE Provincial: BCTF Member at Large (4 years) 2009 to 2011, 2011 to 2013, Provincial Bargaining team(2011-2012), BCTF Administrator Professional and Social Issues 2004 to 2008 (4 years), Teacher Regulation Branch appointed for 2 year term. BCTF PSA Past President Aboriginal Education Association, WLCB Committee member, SURT trainer and Presenter, Summer Institute trainer and presenter, BCTF AGM participant since 1998, CTF Aboriginal Standing Committee Member, Summer Conference participant since 1998, Aboriginal Education Advisory Committee (2000 to 2004), Finance committee (LR Rep 2013-2014), Human Trafficking of Aboriginal Women committee, Local: VSTA Member at large (7 years) VESTA (1.5 years) VSTA staff rep (1 year) VSTA Co chair School Professional Development rep (1 year), VSTA Gender Equity Rep (3 years) VSTA Rep for Employment Equity for Aboriginal Teachers, VSTA Rep to the Enhancement Agreement, Teaching: Taught both Secondary and Elementary and taught as an instructor for both University of BC and Simon Fraser University, currently I am a secondary school counsellor. Education: I have a Bachelor of Arts Degree Joint major in Psychology and Women’s Studies, Professional Development Program (PDP) SFU, Masters of Arts from SFU, presented papers and given workshops in several areas, such as our union, public education, and Indigenous education. Published articles for academic and non-academic journals, Two Aboriginal congresses of the Americas, World Indigenous s conference paper presentation on Indigenous union workers and University professional teacher Education, BC Federation keynote for workers of colour conference. Member-at-Large Mike Ball BC teachers have withstood 12 years of crisis mode as a result of attacks from this government. Teachers knew the government's actions were unconstitutional, and now, for the second time, Madam Justice Griffin confirmed that and has ruled that our 2002 Collective Agreement language must be returned to us. Even if appealed, teachers have been vindicated and should be proud of the way they stood up to this government's bully tactics. This ruling will ensure that we can look forward to lower class sizes and more manageable class compositions. Advocating for members’ rights and protecting our Collective Agreements are central tenets of every union. As a Member at Large and Local President I have, and will continue to, fiercely work to uphold these values.   We must start to look forward past the court cases and be allowed to conclude the current round of bargaining unfettered by government interference. We will face whatever challenges come our way as we have a renewed conviction and a strength of purpose to continue to make BC’s public education the best it can be.   It has been a privilege to serve as a BCTF Member-at-Large the past 2 years, and I ask for your support. EXPERIENCE Provincial: Member at Large Executive Committee (2 yrs.), EC Rep Bargaining/WLC Committee (2 yrs.), RA/AGM Agenda Committee (2 yrs.), BC Federation of Labour Delegate (7 yrs.), BCTF AGM (8 yrs.), Summer Leadership Conference (4 yrs.).Federation Leadership Institute (4 yrs.), Bargaining Training (1 yr.) Local: President (1 yr.), 1st Vice-President (1 yr.), Local Rep (3 yrs.), Bargaining/WLC Chair (2 yrs.), Bargaining team (3 yrs.), Political Action Chair (1 yr.), Teacher Trustee Liaison Committee (5 yrs.), Election Contact (1 yr.), Local Returning Officer (5 yrs.), Elementary Rep (3 yrs.), Staff Rep (10 yrs.), Pro-d Committee (3 yrs.) District Educational Technology Advisory Group Rep (3 yrs.), Chair EC (5yrs.), Chair General Meetings/AGM (4yrs.) Teaching: Elementary (17 years). Education: B.Ed. Distinction (UVIC @ Malaspina UC), M.Ed. Leadership (City U)   Janine Fraser “In extreme situations, the entire universe becomes our foe. At such critical times, unity of mind and technique is essential” – M. Ueshiba In 2002 clauses on working and learning conditions were torn from our collective agreements. For 12 years, we saw conditions deteriorate. Recently Judge Griffin issued a monumental ruling ordering that these clauses be retroactively returned. In order to gain such a historic decision, it took the tenacity of past and present leaders in the BCTF and it would never have come without the unity of all teachers to stand up for our rights.  As we now move ahead, we must realize that we are not out of the water yet. Our aim is to negotiate a fair collective agreement that moves us towards improvement rather than decline. Our strategies and actions must continue to be done in that spirit of unity.  Together we need to continue to assert that B.C cannot continue to have a quality system while underfunding continues. “Highest funding ever” rings untrue when we know that the current funding is $1000 less per student than the national average. This has to change.  I want to continue to be a strong voice advocating for that change. Please elect me to be your Member-At Large for a second term, and I will continue to serve you with experience, compassion, and integrity. EXPERIENCE Provincial: EC Member-at-large – 1 year, Finance Committee (1 yr); BC Primary Teachers Association President (2 yr), BCTF Rep for Ministry of Education CR4YR initiative (2yr), BCPTA newsletter editor (3 yrs), BCPTA member at large (1yr); AGM Delegate (13yrs.); Summer Conference Participant (3 yrs.); LR (3 yrs.). Local: Staff Rep. (4 yrs), Pro-D rep (3 yrs) Teaching: Boundary (5 yrs.), Surrey (9 yrs.), Kindergarten, primary, intermediate. Education: B.Ed. (SFU), MA.Ed. (U of Phoenix) Carole Gordon I moved from participant to activist in 2002 when the Liberals stripped our collective agreements. The Liberals had raised themselves above the people and above the law. Twelve years later, little has changed but a new generation of activists has emerged. My journey began with a BCTF AGM, when Christy Clark was Education Minister, and eventually led to my running for MLA against Clark last July. In between, I took on many roles within my local, joined BCTF committees, and was active in the labour movement. Throughout, I was overwhelmed by the support and solidarity; we were in this together, advocating for our profession and a strong public education.   Now it's time to move from activist to leader. Achieving a freely-negotiated settlement, fiscal responsibility, member wellness, and supporting members through educational change are key BCTF issues. I have a broad perspective to bring to the Executive and will attend meetings with an open mind, an eagerness for meaningful dialogue, and a passion to make informed decisions. I will work to ensure all members’ voices are heard and valued. With a social justice lens, strong democratic processes, and keeping service to members at the forefront, I will be a strong Member-at-Large. EXPERIENCE Provincial: TPPAC/Pensions Committee (5yrs; Chair 1 yr), Ad Hoc Benefits Review Committee, FLI (3yrs), AGM Delegate (12yrs), Summer Conference (7yrs), SIO Conference, Public Education Conference (2yrs) Local: 2nd VP (3 yrs), Bargaining Chair (2yrs), Labour Council Delegate (7yrs), Staff Rep (14yrs), PD Rep (2yrs) Community: NDP MLA Candidate (twice), Labour Council President (2yrs), BC Fed Convention (4yrs), CLC Convention (2011) Teaching: Intermediate (12yrs), Prep (7yrs), TTOC (2yrs + p/t), Primary (1yr) Education: B.Ed. (UVIC) Karen Langenmaier Malala Yousafzai, a Pakistani teenager was shot for promoting education for girls. In the aftermath of environmental disasters, some of the first buildings to be rebuilt were schools. When the twin towers fell in New York, it was teachers who lead the frightened but calm children from the devastation.  Education is the cornerstone of society, teachers are the foundation and the BCTF is the structural integrity. We are the champion of public education and we deserve a fair deal. One of most important roles of the BCTF is its service to members, whether in a local office or at the BCTF building. My experience with affiliate unions in the BC Fed has taught me that the BCTF is second to none in its support to members. This is our strength and an important way in which we can keep members engaged. With my experience as a local president and provincially in health and safety I know we are challenged by the stress of inadequate support, violent students, and threats to our professional autonomy.   We have much to be proud of and much to continue to work toward.  It would be an honour to serve BCTF members in fiscal responsibility, open communication, support to members and working toward a fair deal. EXPERIENCE Provincial: Health and safety officer (staff), Health and safety Advisory Committee, Health and safety trainer, School Union Rep Facilitator, Special Education Association executive and newsletter editor, AGM delegate, Federation Leadership Institutes, Summer Conferences, BC Federation of Labour committees Local: president, vice president, strike captain, ProD rep, chair local specialists association, staff rep, local elections contact person, bargaining chair, district health and safety committee rep, zone meeting rep. Teaching: Masters degree in Speech/Language Pathology, taught from Kindergarten to grade 12 in regular classrooms and segregated programs in Kamloops, Merritt and the Comox Valley school districts. Joanna Larson BC Teachers recognize their vital role in developing the values and principles shared by Canadians. They give us pride, and shape our identity. Through our continued dedication and advocacy our students graduate more socially just, civically responsible, thoughtful citizens.   Each day we awaken curiosity, inspire thought, and build confidence in our students. These are the intangible aims of our profession that cannot be measured with standardized tests.  In stark contrast to our commitment to public education, BC Liberal’s are investing $1000 less per student than the rest of Canada, except PEI. We know that in a province with the wealth and opportunity of BC, our students deserve better. We will continue to advocate for the elimination of standardized tests. We will bargain and campaign for better conditions for our students and ourselves. We will challenge unjust laws, and win.  Strong leadership led us to the landmark BC Supreme Court Decision from Justice Griffin. Our advocacy for public education, working people, and social justice is praised, and recognized globally. I am proud to be part of our union. It has been a privilege to serve as a BCTF Member-at-Large the past 3 years. Look forward, don’t look back...vote stability and strength.  EXPERIENCE Provincial: BCTF Executive Member-At-Large (3 yrs.); Local: President (4 yrs.); BCTF Representative Provincial Standing Committee on Curriculum (2 yrs.) Professional Issues Advisory Committee (2 yrs.); Social Justice Associate (3 yrs.); Workshop presenter (3 yrs.); AGM Delegate (6 yrs.); Summer Conference Participant (6 yrs.); LR (2yrs.); Teaching: 17 years—Kindergarten, elementary, special education. Education: B.Ed. 93 (McGill), M.Ed. 03 (SFU) www.joannalarson.ca Norm Sabourin We are at a very exciting point in the history of both the BCTF and the public education system. Despite considerable interference by government at the bargaining table, the Supreme Court ruling has put us in a position of power like no other time in the last 12 years. We must remain strong in our resolve to negotiate a fair deal at the table.   Public education is the cornerstone of a healthy society and we can’t afford to see its funding cut any more. Teachers can no longer carry the system on their backs so it is critical to have our 2001 class size/composition language implemented again as soon as possible. We have to be very calculated in determining our next steps and local member engagement is key to this. Teachers have to feel confident that their diverse opinions are respected and considered in all decisions made by the BCTF Executive. If elected as Member-at-Large, I promise to be a strong, passionate voice for teachers across the province and will take a non-partisan stance on all issues. It would be an honour to serve all members of the BCTF. EXPERIENCE Provincial: Summer Conference (16), AGM (10), FLI (5), Bargaining Training Conference (3) Local: President (4), Vice President (10), Bargaining Team (4), Chief Negotiator (1), Staff Rep (15), Pro-D (2), Health & Safety (2), Political Action (2), Strike Captain (2005) Teaching: Intermediate (20) Education: Minors: Geography, Kinesiology (SFU), B.Ed (UBC) James Sanyshyn I feel privileged to put my name forward as a candidate for Member at Large for the BCTF. I am proud of the activists who have come before me and realize that we often take for granted their achievements. We rest on their shoulders and now must carry on their struggles.   Our biggest challenge is to secure a fair and reasonable salary increase, improvements to benefits/prep time, and remedies for our class size and composition court case through a free, fair and funded bargaining process. The climate is hostile but our resolve is always strong! Our recent court victory is a testament to our strength and solidarity. As a table officer in my local, my favourite task is getting out of my office into our schools and meeting with teachers. Members teach me about their working conditions and the learning conditions of our students, and how chronic provincial government underfunding and overt malice impact them on a daily basis. I feel privileged to be of service to Burnaby teachers and love my work. I wish to continue to be an advocate for all BC teachers as an executive member and am excited about my return to second language teaching this September. EXPERIENCE Provincial: Trustee, G.A. Fergusson Memorial Award, Ombudsperson 2008 BCTF Annual General Meeting, FLI delegate (6), Zone meetings (6), Chairperson Metro West Fall 2013 Zone Meeting, Bargaining Conference delegate (2), summer conferences (6), AGMs (7), BCTF Grievance Training, BCTF Bargaining training, BC FED/BCTF Social Justice Conference delegate, member of two PSAs – BC Association of Teachers of Modern Languages and Peace and Global Educators, Member of the Canadian Association of Second Language Teachers, BC Federation of Labour Convention delegate (3). Local: BTA President, 2012–14, BTA VP 2010–12, BTA Officer at Large/Grievance Officer 2008-10, Canadian Labour Congress Winter Labour School (3), Website renewal committee, Health and Safety and District Health and Safety Committees, Political Action/Public Relations Committee, Professional Development Committee, WLC Committee, Bargaining Committee, Social Justice Committee, Finance Committee, Teachers on Call Committee, Adult Educators and Joint Adult Educators Committee, Aboriginal Educators’ Committee, District LGBTQ Committee, Education Committee, Benevolent Fund Committee, BTA/CUPE Code of Ethics task force, Town Hall meetings with CUPE Local 379 on Public Education funding issues (3). School-based- Finance Committee, Staff rep (7), picket captain 2005 Job Action. Other/Education: Vancouver and District Labour Council Delegate, member of Pride Education Network and CoDevelopment Canada. Vice-Chair of the Local Employers’ Group (LEG) and member of the bargaining team for the employer. Teaching: 20 yrs. in elementary and secondary music, elementary and secondary French, School District 49 (Central Coast) (3) and 41 (Burnaby)(17), sessional instructor North Island College in Bella Coola (3), ESL summer Instructor at Tamwood College Vancouver, sponsor teacher (3) Teaching Assistant McGill University (1) Education: B Music, B.Ed. University of British Columbia M.A Music Education, McGill. Daniel Storms Since 2001, the BC Liberals have undermined public education, attacked teachers’ professionalism, and opposed our fundamental right to bargain our working conditions and our students’ learning conditions.   We, as teachers, have faced over a dozen years of eroding classroom conditions and teacher morale. Justice Griffin’s stunning ruling has restored our stripped collective agreement language, and it clearly shows that the BC Liberal agenda is to weaken and undermine our Federation.   However, we stuck together, never yielded, and remained patient and strategic through our darkest hours. For the next struggles that await us, we need to build up our resources for bargaining, for services to members, and for our ongoing commitment to social justice that the BCTF is known for and that teachers expect.   By working collaboratively and engaging in open, respectful dialogue, we can make decisions that allow us to chart a new course towards a brighter future for our members and our students.   I believe passionately in the BCTF. I know I can play a positive and constructive role in that brighter future due to my extensive involvement and experience within my local and provincially. Doing so would be an honour and a privilege. EXPERIENCE Provincial: Attended FLI (several), Bargaining Conference (2), Bargaining Training (2), AGM (9), BCTF Summer Conference (several). Local: President (5 yrs), 1st Vice-President (2 yrs), Local Representative (8 yrs), BC Fed delegate, NVTA Member at Large, NVTA Bargaining Committee (6 yrs), NVTA Negotiating Team (6 yrs), NVTA Chief Staff Rep., NVTA Staff Committee Chair Teaching: (Secondary) Social Studies 8-11, History 12, AP History Education: B.A. M.A. Political Science (Simon Fraser); B.Ed. [Secondary] (UBC)   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11182,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2002 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 14, Number 4, Jan./Feb. 2002 IWA message of solidarity My name is Doug Routley, IWA plant chairperson. Many of you know me. In fact, some of you taught me and probably know me too well. I represent the custodians, bus drivers, grounds people, and trades people working here in School District 79 (Cowichan Valley). I was asked to come here today, on behalf of my membership, to deliver a message of solidarity and support. That is easy. We support you. As the past has proven, we will be there to support your action in whatever way we can. IWA support workers have and always will support you. We, too, are entering negotiations, and we, too, are struggling to improve our schools. We share more than contractual dilemmas. We share an employer, a government, that has abandoned its responsibility to be a beacon of fairness in labour relations. Shedding their role as leaders, they have hired professional antilabour specialists. They are hired for one purpose. Not to arrive at a healthy agreement, for they have no need to live with the outcome. These hired thugs are charged with delivering a carcass, the carcass of your profession, and indeed, the carcass of free and equally accessible public education. Now, faced with a looming teacher shortage and the expensive realities of their own supply-and-demand philosophy, they are attempting to hobble your association through essential-service designation. They want to dodge the axe of demand and turn back the clock. This cannot be allowed to stand! Many teachers, admirably, would prefer to close the door and teach—to prevent the distraction of politics and labour from fogging their immediate commitment to excellence. That is a part of your strength, until we reach a point where the assault on your profession becomes so great that the future of these kids, along with that of teachers, is placed firmly in the crosshairs of the privateers who now run this province—free-market privatization pirates who are attempting to sink this vessel of opportunity to all those who lack favour! Reject them! Reject their dictates! Use your strike vote, as empty as they attempt to make it, as a protest—a protest against their thuggery and a defense of a wounded public system! Let’s defend the future of your profession in British Columbia! They say that if you must pick enemies, at least pick lazy ones. Our provincial government missed that point when they chose to take on nurses and teachers. As IWA chairperson, as husband, brother, son, son-in-law, and grandson of teachers, as father of two fantastic students of fantastic teachers, I implore you to give your executive a mandate to bargain! I beg you to defend an honourable and noble profession! I ask you, more humbly, to protect the futures of my two beautiful daughters and the futures of all the children of British Columbia. Source: Doug Routley, IWA plant chairperson spoke at a meeting of the CDTA, September 2001. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media jthornthwaite last tweet "Please join me in recognizing the vital work foster families do for B.C. kids http://t.co/bdYy1yh9Jc #FosterFamilyMonth #northvan #bcpoli" @jthornthwaite - 10:56pm Follow @jthornthwaite BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20170418,bctf.ca,http://bctf.ca/history/collections/CartoonCollection.aspx?coll=1980s&image=6,BCTF Online Museum > Cartoons collection  Welcome Rooms Collections Resources Search Menu Collections  >  Cartoons  >  1980s Collection 1980s Cartoons Collection Item 1 of 23 The BCTF campaigned during the 1980s to gain full collective bargaining rights. BCTF lawyer David Yorke wrote a report that outlined some of the options. By teacher cartoonist John Nolan. Item 2 of 23 Teacher cartoonist John Nolan pokes fun at the 1981 Annual General Meeting. Item 3 of 23 Teacher cartoonist John Nolan provides context for our struggles compared to those elsewhere. Item 4 of 23 Teacher cartoonist John Nolan captures the procedural wrangles that sometimes impede progress at the Annual General Meeting. Item 5 of 23 John Nolan's bunk desk cartoon has been used many times as part of campaigns to lower class size. Item 6 of 23 Curriculum change is a perennial challenge, captured here by teacher cartoonist John Nolan. Item 7 of 23 In 1983, the Social Credit government brought in legislation that gave employers the right to fire workers without cause. Operation Solidarity brought 25,000 people to the legislature lawns in protest. Cartoonist Bob Krieger imagines what Premier Bill Bennett must have been thinking. Item 8 of 23 A perpetual conundrum in education—what should the report card report? Item 9 of 23 This is more subtle than most Nolan cartoons, even though the drawing is meant to represent a box of condoms. The key to the message is the list of numbers under the quote “For that special union.” These are the numbers of legislation brought in during the 1980s and fought or neutralized by the BCTF.  Item 10 of 23 Bill Vander Zalm, appointed Education Minister in 1982 to attack teachers.  The flies around the apple are a reference to another cartoon showing him pulling the wings off a fly as an indication of how he felt about welfare recipients in his previous ministry. Item 11 of 23 Cartoonist Bob Krieger imagines how teachers view Education Minister Bill Vander Zalm during his tenure in 1982-83. Item 12 of 23 Education Minister (later Premier) Bill Vander Zalm was always a favorite target of cartoonist Bob Krieger; here, Vander Zalm is depicted targeting teachers. Item 13 of 23 Bills 19 and 20, introduced by Premier Bill Vander Zalm (right) to limit the labour rights of workers, were met with opposition from Elsie McMurphy, BCTF president, and Ken Georgetti, BC Federation of Labour president. The labour movement responded with a one-day general strike that shut down much of the province. McMurphy and Georgetti were charged with the crime of sedition, but the charges were never prosecuted. Item 14 of 23 The characters in this cartoon are the education minister on the left and Premier Bill Bennet on the right. The context for the cartoon is obscure—why cartons of Chairmen Mao’s little red book. If you know the context, send a message with the information to lkuehn@bctf.ca. Item 15 of 23 Kreiger’s take on the end of the textbook as the heart of education. Item 16 of 23 The teacher doesn’t know what to expect with the new education minister. Bill Vanderzalm was identified with pulling the wings off flies as a symbol of his put-downs of the vulnerable. The symbol grew out of a cartoonist who was sued for showing him pulling the wings off flies. Item 17 of 23 Bill Vanderzalm was appointed education minister and carried from his time as minister of social services a reputation for cutting services. Item 18 of 23 Beside the two teachers on the picket line (one who looks like Kit Krieger) is a character who looks like Bill Bennett, the premier who brought in the legislation that led to the Solidarity strike in November 1983. Item 19 of 23 The consequence of large classes — no time left after going through an attendance roll call. Item 20 of 23 Education minister Jack Heinrich is distributing new funding — chickenfeed only. Item 21 of 23 Education minister Jack Heinrich brought in education policies that were seen to be more negative to teachers than even Bill Vanderzalm. Item 22 of 23 “Let’s talk about schools” was supposed to be a consultation with the public about education policies — but education minister Jack Heinrich was really the only significant voice on policies. Item 23 of 23 Education minister Jack Heinrich fired the Vancouver School Board for refusing to carry out budget cuts.  In a special election, the fired board members were re-elected. © 201617 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/PEA-Newsletter.aspx?id=30549&printPage=true,BCTF > Public Education Advocates Newsletter #1 September 6, 2013  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Newsletters and Alerts > Public Ed. Advocates Newsletter > 2013-14 Archive Public Education Advocates Newsletter September 6, 2013, Issue #1 A fair deal for teachers—better support for kids BCTF supports CUPE K–12 bargaining Truth and Reconciliation Commission events What can you do? “A fair deal for teachers—better support for kids”   Jim Iker, in his opening address to the BCTF Summer Conference on August 23, reiterated his message loud and clear. He called on the government to scrap the 10-year sound bite and to put their minds to real bargaining that offers the necessary resources and solutions for teachers and students. Bargaining will resume after October 3, when the court case regarding the remedy for Bills 28 and 22 is completed. The BCTF is seeking a remedy that properly addresses the stripping of our collective agreements and our right to collective bargaining. BCTF supports CUPE K–12 bargaining: Government must step up   Most of BC’s non-teaching school board employees are CUPE members. CUPE collective agreements expired over a year ago. As the union that represents these workers, CUPE is calling on the provincial government to bring the necessary resources to the bargaining table in order to negotiate a fair deal. Although negotiations have been “stop-and-start”, CUPE is back at the bargaining table this week. Education Minister Peter Fassbender recently indicated that the province will not provide school boards any additional funding to cover the costs of newly negotiated collective agreements with CUPE workers. This will leave cash-strapped boards again in the position of having to make further cuts to budgets already stretched to the breaking point by more than 10 years of underfunding. In August, BCTF local representatives attending the Summer Representative Assembly in Kamloops unanimously passed two recommendations. Delegates called upon the government to negotiate with CUPE in good faith and to fully fund any negotiated settlement. As well, the delegates expressed solidarity with CUPE and support for its efforts to conclude a negotiated collective agreement. British Columbia Truth and Reconciliation Week, September 16–22  For more than 120 years, thousands of Aboriginal children in British Columbia were sent to Indian Residential Schools funded by the federal government and run by the churches. They were taken from their families and communities in order to be stripped of language, cultural identity, and traditions. Canada’s attempt to wipe out Aboriginal cultures failed. But it left an urgent need for reconciliation between Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal peoples. The City of Vancouver is the first municipality in Canada to proclaim June 21, 2013 to June 20, 2014 as the Year of Reconciliation.   The Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada (TRC) is holding its BC National Event from September 18 21, 2013, at the Pacific National Exhibition site in Vancouver. On Education Day, Thursday September 19, 2013, visiting school groups will see cultural performances and films, visit artisans and other displays, and witness survivor statements,sharing circles, and more. Reconciliation Canada will host activities before and after the TRC BC National Event, including: Lighting the Fire of Reconciliation, September 16, 8:00 a.m., Ambleside Beach, West Vancouver. A sacred fire will be lit to symbolize the commencement of Reconciliation Week. All Nations Canoe Gathering, September 1, 9:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m.,False Creek VancouverPaddlers will start from Kits Point to the Olympic Village. People-powered crafts will join traditional canoes in a welcome ceremony to Coast Salish lands.  Walk for Reconciliation: A New Way Forward, September 22, 9:00 a.m., Queen Elizabeth Plaza, Vancouver. From Queen Elizabeth Plaza to Creekside Park. Bringing Canada’s many cultures to walk a path together in a shared commitment to reconciliation. Be a part of the National Journey for Healing and Reconciliation! All gatherings are open to the public and admission is free.  What can you do?  Send a message encouraging the provincial government to properly fund agreements with both teachers and other staff in the public education system. Write your MLA or your school board chair. Speak out for increased investment in public schools. Visit the CUPE BC website for updated information, including a television and radio campaign in support of CUPE members who keep BC schools clean, safe, and inclusive. Visit the Reconciliation Canada events website to get details on all the events associated with British Columbia Truth and Reconciliation Week. Ask others to join our Public Education Advocacy e-mail list to read about the issues and get involved. Check out our Facebook page and become a friend. Join us on Twitter.  Our easy-to-read pamphlet The numbers tell the story clearly highlights the loss of teachers and specialists, the worsening student-educator ratio, and the increased numbers of students with special needs. Visit Better Schools BC for a close look at the BCTF plan for quality public education.)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media jthornthwaite last tweet "Please join me in recognizing the vital work foster families do for B.C. kids http://t.co/bdYy1yh9Jc #FosterFamilyMonth #northvan #bcpoli" @jthornthwaite - 10:56pm Follow @jthornthwaite BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Foster parents are ordinary people engaged in extraordinary acts of kindness. Join the team! http://t.co/6jUkcsOp6V" @Teresa_Wat - 04:31pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/FassbenderMLA/status/377845878264201216,Peter Fassbender on Twitter: "Wonderful event yesterday w/ #SD23Ed and @WestbankFN  students to commence a year of leadership #bced http://t.co/UpYKeymLdr" Twitter Search query Search Twitter Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Language: English Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Have an account? Sign in New to Twitter? Join Today » Sign In Phone, email or username Password Sign in Remember me Forgot password? Already using Twitter via text message? Follow Following Unfollow Blocked Unblock Pending Cancel Peter FassbenderVerified account ‏ @FassbenderMLA 11 Sep 2013 Wonderful event yesterday w/ #SD23Ed and @WestbankFN students to commence a year of leadership #bced pic.twitter.com/UpYKeymLdr Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Retweets 2 10:27 AM - 11 Sep 2013 Don’t miss any updates from Peter Fassbender © 2014 Twitter About Help Ads info Close Flag this media This has already been marked as containing sensitive content. Flag this as containing potentially illegal content. Submit Cancel Learn more about flagging media Dismiss Close Previous Next Close Go to a person's profile Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Close Retweet this to your followers? Cancel Retweet Close Are you sure you want to delete this Tweet? Cancel Delete Close Block Cancel Block Add a location to your Tweets When you tweet with a location, Twitter stores that location. You can switch location on/off before each Tweet and always have the option to delete your location history. Learn more Turn location on Not now Turn off location Close Profile summary Close Your lists Close Create a new list List name Description Under 100 characters, optional Privacy Public · Anyone can follow this list Private · Only you can access this list Save list Close Close Embed this Tweet Add this Tweet to your website by copying the code below. Learn more Hmm, there was a problem reaching the server. Try again? Include parent Tweet Include media Preview Close Sign up for Twitter Not on Twitter? Sign up, tune into the things you care about, and get updates as they happen. Have an account? Sign in » Close Two-way (sending and receiving) short codes: Country Code For customers of United States 40404 (any) Canada 21212 (any) United Kingdom 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM Haiti 40404 Digicel, Voila Ireland 51210 Vodafone, O2 India 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Indonesia 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » See SMS short codes for other countries Close Confirmation)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=22390,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 23, Number 5, March 2011   President’s message We live in such volatile political times in this province. While I write this column, candidates are vying for the top spot in both the Liberal and NDP leadership races. By the time you read it, we will have a new premier and may be facing a provincial election. In the midst of the push and pull of the candidate debates, the spectre of merit pay and the debacle of the BC College of Teachers, we found ourselves, once again, facing the FSAs. But this time we found an ally as the Principals and Vice-principals claiming that the testing regime is now too politically charged, called for FSAs to be scrapped. More and more districts are honouring parent withdrawal requests. Teachers can only be heartened. Our campaign against the imposition of a census standardized assessment has always been grounded in our values: our caring for our students and our advocacy for a strong and stable public education system. We have had to be tenacious and maintain our struggle and commitment in the face of an increasing barrage of criticism. I hope the BC Principals’ and Vice-principals’ Association announcement will signal real change and open the door for a thoughtful and respectful discussion about assessment and accountability of the system as a whole and recognition of the preferential authority of teacher assessments in individual student achievement. It was something in the ensuing media that caught my attention. On one call-in show, several callers accused teachers of “coddling” kids, of using social promotion to pass undeserving students to successive grades, of not preparing children for the “real” world where, presumably, failure is a probability students should be toughened up for. We have heard this before but this time it echoed two other news stories that occurred at the same time. One was about the four-year-old at the airport who, separated from her doll and told to submit to the full body scan tank on her own, melted down into a terrorized temper tantrum and the 82-year-old grandmother harassed and humiliated because she didn’t declare the gel in her breast prosthesis. The other was a small but terrible story buried deep in the Globe and Mail on January 16, 2011: “A gun-fair organizer was acquitted of manslaughter…in the 2008 death of an eight-year-old boy who accidentally shot himself in the head with an Uzi at a machine-gun expo.” The defendant’s lawyer blamed the boy’s father, an emergency-room physician, for allowing him to shoot such a dangerous weapon. A guest editorial in The Vancouver Sun suggested that we are terrorizing our own citizens through over-zealous airport security measures when the odds of dying in a terrorist attack while flying are one in 25 million. What sort of fear drives a father to allow his sons to test a loaded Uzi at a gun fair? And how many steps are there between that fear and the fear that drives callers to accuse us of coddling children and not preparing them for a “real” world of dog-eat-dog competition and failure? What is the vision of the future that drives this fear? And why do these parents accept that the public education system should prepare students to survive in such an apocalyptic world rather than relying on public education to create an alternative caring, just, and equitable future? When considering these connections I know I may be accused of hyperbole and unwarranted exaggeration. I hope, in fact, that that is true. Meanwhile, though, I think we have an obligation to define our purpose in public education as one grounded in hope, promise, and equity. That is fundamentally why we oppose the standardization and mechanistic vision of accountability as measured by ever-increasing standardized test scores. When we have a province-wide discussion on what replaces the FSAs or on learning in the 21st century, we will again work hard to ensure that the discussions begin with a vision for public education grounded in community, in the values of civil society, and the common good. Susan Lambert  Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7392&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, No. 3, November/December 2005 Ten new BCTF lesson aids 1 LA 8504—High Tide, Low Tide by Gloria Snively, 46 p. ©2005. This coloring, story and activity book gives children a chance to explore the rocky shores at high and low tides. The story describes how the animals move, gather their food, protect themselves from predators and behave at high tide and at low tide. Included are 39 carefully researched and rendered drawings of barnacles, mussels, snails, sea stars, hermit crabs, shore crabs, tidepool sculpins, sea anemones, sea urchins, octopuses, seaweeds and shore birds. The story and thinking activities enable parents and teachers to help children understand basic seashore relationships such as tidal cycle, predator-prey, habitat, plankton, scavenger, how animals protect themselves from predators, from drying out at low tide, and how animals keep from being battered to death by waves. Grades K and up. $11.95 2 LA 9174—Frindle. by Rob Seath, 36 p. ©2005. This reading response for the novel Frindle by Andrew Clemente can be used with any classroom groupings, from individuals to whole class. It is effective for children on adapted or modified programs as well as those learning English as a second language. It is helpful for students who find written output to be a challenge and weaker readers are provided structure because most of the responses focus on critical story elements such as characters, setting, problems and plot. The responses can be photocopied for classroom use as overheads or for individual use. This resource includes open-ended responses, classification activities, analogies, puzzles and word searches and answers. Grades 3–5. $20. 3 LA 9344—Caring for Young People’s Rights by Jan Nicol, Dan Kirk, and Roland Case, 126 p. ©2006. This resource fosters understanding of the nature and range of basic human rights and appreciation of the importance of protecting these rights. Human rights are personalized through real-life profiles of young people in a variety of developing countries. Students then translate the shortfalls in these young people’s daily lives into statements about the rights that everyone needs in order to enjoy a minimum quality of life. Students examine successful development projects by Canadian NGOs and then assume the role of development director in planning a project to secure the rights of one of the profiled young people that students have read about. Includes seven critical challenges with suggested activities: judging quality of life, drawing the line on rights, refining the class charter, reporting on the status of rights, getting the word out, deciding who to support, and designing a development project. Includes blackline masters. Grades 4–12. $29.95 4 LA 9929—Learning Assistance: Heading in to the Future by the Learning Assistance Teachers’ Association, 88 p. This summer 2004 issue of LATA’s The Vital Link Journal, volume 9, number 2, features articles and viewpoints from learning assistance teachers. Grades K–12. 5 LA 8522—Climate Change Action Kit—Primary produced by FORED BC, ©2006. This resource kit produced by FORED BC in co-operation with government agencies, business, NGOs and others, contains original lesson plans, age-appropriate activities, experiments and handbooks to help students track their own climate change emissions and to see how easy it is to reduce emissions around their homes and schools. Students are introduced to concepts including global warming, greenhouse gases, and alternative energy sources such as wind power among others. Curriculum links and two pages of helpful websites are included. Grades K–3. $30. 6 LA 9512—Climate Change Action Kit—Intermediate produced by FORED BC, ©2006. This resource kit produced by FORED BC in co-operation with government agencies, business, NGOs and others, contains original lesson plans, a large colorful activity poster, fact sheets, resource booklets and pamphlets. Students will track their own climate change emissions and see how easy it is to reduce emissions around their homes and schools. Students graph weather patterns and explore climate change impacts in their communities and on wildlife populations. Curriculum links and two pages of helpful websites are also included. Grades 4–7. $38. 7 LA 4092—Climate Change Action Kit—Secondary produced by FORED BC, ©2006. This resource kit produced by FORED BC in co-operation with government agencies, business, NGOs and others, contains original lesson plans, resource information pamphlets, activities, fact sheets and a large colorful activity poster. Students track their own climate change emissions and see how easy it is to reduce emissions around their homes and schools. Students will be introduced to concepts such as ozone layer and renewable resources. They will conduct a media analysis of climate change articles with opposing views and participate in a debate. Curriculum links and two pages of helpful websites are included. Grades 8–12. $38. 8 LAF9916—100 trucs pour améliorer vos relations avec les enfants Danie Beaulieu, 48 p. ©2002. Une synthèse sur les attitudes et stratégies éducatives pour relever les défis du quotidien avec les enfants ainsi que des situations exceptionnelles. S‚adresse aux adultes travaillant avec des jeunes jusqu‚à 11 ans. M-6. $13.95 9 LAF9925—Le Métaguide : un outil et des stratégies pour apprendre à apprendre, Antonio Gravel, Clément Robillard et Stéphane Robitaille, 24 p. ©1995. Le Métaguide sert à appuyer le jeune à l‚intermédiaire et au secondaire dans son apprentissage en lui fournissant des stratégies pour mieux étudier, mieux s‚organiser, mieux planifier, gérer et présenter ses apprentissages. La beauté du Métaguide s‚est qu‚il fournit l‚échaffaudage tout en laissant l‚élève et l‚enseignant décider le contenu. 6e à 10e année $16.95 10 LAF9926—Coopérer pour réussir : Scénarios d‚activités coopératives pour développer des compétences M. Sabourin, L. Bernard, M-F Duchesneau, H. Fugère, H., S. Ladouceur, 170 p. ©2002. Malgré que cet ouvrage utilise les termes de la réforme scolaire au Québec, sa présentation Claire et structurée permettrait aux enseignants du primaire de promouvoir des activités de coopération tout en visant des compétences disciplinaires et des compétences transversales. Ce livre contient de nombreuses fiches reproductibles facilitant l‚interaction entre les jeunes en équipe. M–3 $48.95 More curriculum resources and information are available at www.bcalmer.ca. To order any of the above lesson aids, enclose a cheque payable to the BCTF or authorized purchase order to BCTF Lesson Aids Service 100-550 West 6th Ave., Vancouver, BC V5Z 4P2 or telephone 604-871-2180 or toll free 1-800-663-9163, Local 2180, with a Visa or Mastercard. GST and postage/ handling are included in the prices. Orders are sent by return mail. Lesson Aids office and display room hours: 9:00-5:00 Mon. to Fri. from Sept. to June; 9:00-5:00 Tues. to Fri. during July and Aug.; 9:00-12:00 on Sat. during Sept., Oct., Jan., and Feb. bctf.ca/LessonAids.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12804,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2000 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 12, Number 5, March 2000 Is there life after teaching? by Verena Foxx When you wake up day after day and realize that your wrinkles are no longer from lack of sleep, overwork, or a late night, it may be time to accept that age has created the new look. I recently acknowledged this fact and thought I’d better start to look at the ominous “p” and “r” words of professional life—pension and retirement. As a regular reader of Teacher, I have many times glossed over the retirement seminar listings (“oh yeah, those…”). This January I finally cut out that section, marked the applicable Vancouver date on all my calendars, secured my son’s Saturday morning soccer rides, and even invited a couple of colleagues to join me at the retirement planning session. It was a day well spent. The information said “Saturday from 09:00 to 16:00; bring your recent pension statement and a calculator.” I managed that, conveniently walked to the hotel venue, ran into a few colleagues going in, and was directed into one of two lecture rooms with a thick booklet, “Planning a Positive Retirement,” compiled by the Retired Teachers’ Association, the BCTF, and the Teachers’ Pension Plan. The agenda promised a 10:30 refreshment break, a no-host lunch break, and out the door by 15:30! By the end of the day my head was spinning with information, but I had learned a lot. Even if I could never qualify for the plum 35-year, 70% pension, there were other ways to make the plan work for me. I knew about the 10-year minimum, the “90” factor, and about maximizing my education to get five best years of salary. Still, I hadn’t dared to calculate what I’d actually get, having started my teaching career rather late. Now I can hardly wait to click on www.pensions.gov.bc.ca (the superannuation Web site) to play with the pension estimator. I really understand the importance of getting an updated CPP (Canada Pension Plan) contribution statement. I comprehend a reduced versus unreduced pension; and the important decisions that have to be made about pension payments to affect legal and birthed loved ones. I freak out at the idea that the pension indexing fund could run out by 2025; and I see the urgency of keeping Canada’s Pension Plan out of the hands of certain politicians. The speakers, both from the BCTF and RTA, were excellent. They provided lots of valuable information, and were very patient with all our questions. Most of the nearly 200 attendees seemed just as enthusiastic as I felt. For Terry Schuss of Vancouver, it was his second time at a planning session. He found his first experience “overwhelming,” but after he went home and crunched his numbers, he felt comfortable coming back for a catch-up. Les Rose, also of Vancouver, added that he’d been “many times” and still keeps on learning. Susan Bremness of Delta said, “It puts it all in perspective for me. I’m still about five years away from retirement, but now I have a vision of what I can do. It was very useful.” Others recommended “anyone over the age of 40 should go and then come back closer to retirement to see what has changed.” Attendees remarked that they now knew where to go for information, and which questions to ask. Everyone that I talked to, including non-teacher spouses, found it to be a very effective use of their otherwise precious Saturday. “It’s prudent to check out options,” concluded Jan Miko of Vancouver as she was leaving, “and to make long-term plans.” Verena Foxx teaches at David Livingstone Elementary School, Vancouver. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "October is #FosterFamilyMonth. Thank you #BC for opening your homes and hearts to more than 5,900 children and youth." @John_Yap - 11:14pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/01/should-bc-teachers-get-salary-increase.html?showComment=1327623796691,Staffroom Confidential: Should BC teachers get a salary increase? Myths & Realities Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Saturday, January 7, 2012 Should BC teachers get a salary increase? Myths & Realities NOTE: There is an updated version of this post for those of you reading it in 2014! BC teachers are in contract negotiations asking for a fair deal. What do we mean by fair exactly? Teachers would like improvements in three areas: class size/composition, salary and benefits, and changes to the bargaining structure. As far as class size, we want only what was taken in 2002. We want the government to go back to the class sizes in place at that time and restore the funding so Boards can achieve this. For bargaining, we want to negotiate more items locally with our elected Boards. This facilitates diversity, community involvement, and local programs and solutions. It is not a cost item and is how teachers used to negotiate in the 1990's - very successfully. For salary and benefits, teachers want to "keep up" and "catch up". What do we mean by that? We want to keep up with inflation, and we want to catch up with Canadians in other provinces. Teachers in BC now rank 8th in salaries across Canada, despite the fact that our cost of living is one of the highest and that BC weathered the recession better than most other provinces. BC has been out of recession since 2010 and is forecasting moderate growth for the next year. Unfortunately, the government's position has and continues to be 'net zero'. The government claims that taxpayers cannot afford increases to public sector wages and that wages must remain flat because the government is running a deficit. Do these arguments make sense? Are they justified? Or should teachers receive a wage increase? Here are my answers to these questions. Myth #1: Teachers should not get a wage increase because of the government deficit Reality #1: There was no deficit when the Liberals took power in 2001. Through a series of income tax cuts and corporate tax cuts, the Liberals went from a surplus to a deficit. Yes, the recession of 2009 impacted government revenues. But not as much as tax cuts have. Moreover, the government has found plenty of money for spending when it feels the spending is a priority. There was money for the BC Place roof ($500 million). There was money for the Olympics (over $1 billion). There was money for smart meters ($900 million). There was money for new government network systems ($1.2 billion to Telus). There seems to be plenty of money for the CEO's of crown corporations like BC Ferries (David Hahn's pension value - over $10 million). The fact is that the government is using the deficit that it created as an excuse to take money away from public services and the people who provide them. The money is there. It is a matter of priorities. It is simply unfair to make one group of workers pay for a deficit created by tax cuts to other people and corporations. Private sector workers are seeing increases. Other public sector workers are seeing increases (for example, Vancouver police with 8.8% over 33 months). Why should one group be singled out? Moreover how is it fair to make middle income earners pay for tax cuts that disproportionately benefited the wealthy and corporations? It just isn't. Myth #2: The 'net zero' wage freeze is fair because it impacts all public sector workers Reality #2: Only those workers covered by the Public Sector Employer's Council are impacted, and that does not include all public sector workers. Fire fighters are not under 'net zero'. Police are not under 'net zero'. Even school Superintendents are not under 'net zero'. Nurses are not under 'net zero' because they negotiated in 2009, supposedly before the 'net zero' mandate was implemented, but certainly at the height of the recession. How is it fair that these workers can negotiate increases and other workers can't? Myth #3: BC teachers already have high salaries Reality #3: After five years of university training, BC teachers begin with a wage in the low $40's, if they are full time. Many teachers only get part time work for the first 3-5 years of their career. It takes ten years of full time work to reach the maximum salary, which is about $75,000 for most teachers. BC teachers rank 8th in Canada compared to teachers in other provinces. A teacher in BC earns on average $20,000 less than a comparably experienced teacher in Alberta and $15,000 less than one in Ontario. Yet BC has the highest cost of living and the highest housing prices in the country (http://www.theprovince.com/business/City+house+prices+continue+ascent/5943834/story.html). Myth #4: 'Net zero' isn't a pay cut, so it is fair Reality #4: In September, when the new school year began, year over year inflation was at 3.2% according to the Consumer Price Index. When teachers got their first paycheque of the year, they had 3.2% less buying power. This is what matters. This January, teachers, along with other workers, will see increases to their CPP payments, their EI premiums, and their MSP premiums. Many contracts have automatic cost of living increases, but ours does not. Without any increase, teachers will fall behind. Myth #5: Teachers are asking for too much Reality #5: Teachers want to keep up with inflation. Teachers want to catch up with their colleagues in other provinces. Teachers took four years of zero increases since 1998. Teachers traded salary for smaller class sizes and those class size provisions were later eliminated. It is perfectly reasonable to ask for cost of living increases and wage adjustments to catch up with our Canadian colleagues. Myth #6: Teachers are asking for $2 billion Reality #6: The true number is probably many times less. BCPSEA (the employer) made many erroneous assumptions in order to come up with a hyper-inflated costing number. For example, they assumed that every single teacher would take their full bereavement leave entitlement every single year. In fact, teachers often take bereavement leave once or twice a decade or once or twice in their whole career. They assumed every teacher would take extra sick days if they were available. In fact, we know from Statistics Canada that teachers take an average of 7.7 days per year which is already less than their entitlement, so increased entitlement would only be used by a small percentage of teachers who become very ill. The assumptions used by BCPSEA were unrealistic and result in highly inflated costing estimates. They are not justified and do not reflect the true cost of the proposals teachers have put forward. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 4:17 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 25 comments: AnonymousJanuary 8, 2012 at 10:00 AM Thank you for this post. I think it should be sent as "letter to the editor" to newspapers in major cities in BC to inform those who see government figures or reports and take it as truth without questioning it. Well done!ReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 8, 2012 at 1:11 PM Excellent summary of our situation. "Even school Superintendents are not under 'net zero"; SD59 Superintendant sent a letter to parents saying gross modo that we were (teachers) selfish and without social empathy toward public sector for not swallowing the "net zero" !ReplyDelete Donna in BurnabyJanuary 8, 2012 at 7:45 PM Thank you!ReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 8, 2012 at 9:09 PM Well I have come from Alberta and previous Ontario and Your teacher need to better then other provinces. You are way behind Alberta in education. My daughter in October of her grade one year knows more then mine son has in his second year at a BC school. You need to fix something in your school system because you are falling behind. In the 2 and half years my daughter has been in the BC school system she is at the same reading, writing and math. I know why people homeschool and put their kids in the private school system, the public is so broken it can't complete with the rest of Canada.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousJanuary 17, 2012 at 6:50 PM How can you tell if your children are at the same level when you cannot spell, use appropriate grammar or form a proper sentence????Delete AnonymousJanuary 26, 2012 at 8:21 PM Teachers cannot be held solely responsible for your child's lack of progress. It would appear as though you could benefit from some additional education. Where were you educated? I agree with Anonymous, learn to spell and form a proper sentence before giving your opinion on the state of education. Thanks for wasting even more of my prep time on your uneducated and ignorant point of view.Delete AnonymousFebruary 29, 2012 at 5:25 PM Wow - I think that the original author has a legitimate complaint. I have a graduate degree and I completely agree that the level of education my children have received in the public school system is deplorable. AND REALLY - if someone is illiterate or unable to formulate a sentence correctly on a blog post does that mean that his/her child does not deserve a proper education! GIVE ME A BREAK - and please refrain from making personal attacks on people who voice a contrary opinion. It only demonstrates your small mindedness.Delete Reply AnonymousJanuary 8, 2012 at 10:28 PM I think you mean: I came from Alberta and previously Ontario, and teachers in BC need to teach better than other provinces. You are much behind Alberta in terms of education. My daughter knew more in October of her grade one year than my son, who was in his second year enrolled at a BC school. You need to fix features of your school system, because you are falling behind. In the two and half years my daughter has been enrolled in the BC school system, she has remained at the same level of reading, writing and math. I now know why people homeschool their children and enroll their kids in the private school system. The public system is so broken that it can no longer complete with the rest of Canada. - A BC public school teacherReplyDelete Replies AnonymousJanuary 23, 2012 at 12:55 PM I think you mean "compete" not complete. And you're a teacher?Delete AnonymousJanuary 25, 2012 at 7:10 PM Wow. How petty. An entire paragraph is corrected with one spelling error in the final sentence and you decide to focus on it as being the "issue with teachers". What has our society come to? Signed a Fellow BC TeacherDelete AnonymousFebruary 11, 2012 at 7:19 PM I taught in Ontario before moving to BC to teach and I don't see a whole lot of difference. There are good and bad teachers in both places. In fact, BC has stricter education requirements, I had to go back to get a few more undergrad courses.Delete Reply AnonymousJanuary 9, 2012 at 7:24 AM I live in SD 59 and the letter the superintendent sent home did not say that teachers were "selfish or without social empathy." ~ParentReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 9, 2012 at 1:58 PM Quote: From superintendent SD#59: "...With regard to the strike, some of the confusing information parents are receiving sounds like the teacher's strike is about the size and composition of classes, or the resources that are available for students with special needs. That is not true. The issues around class size and resourcing have been separate and are "NOT" part of the bargaining. The full focus of the BCTF strike demands is about wages and benefits that are approaching a price tag of 3 billion dollars. That is a 75% increase, at a time in the economy that the Province has told all union the overall settlement of their bargaining cannot increase cost to the Province. Moreover, 3/4 of the public unions have settled contracts under those rules." These 2 paragraphs speak by themselves about how teachers are perceived by the superintendent.ReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 9, 2012 at 2:01 PM http://www.pssg.gov.bc.ca/psec/disclosure/disclosure10-11.htmReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 10, 2012 at 8:51 AM Please send this wonderful article to a newspaper so some of the nasty myths can be dispelled. Awesome job!ReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 25, 2012 at 4:52 PM A great letter... I agree that this should be sent to every newspaper in B.C. as well as made into an infomercial on t.v. Why wait for an election?ReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 26, 2012 at 4:23 PM Myth #7: Teachers are the only workers affected by "net zero". Reality #7: Over 16,000 members of HSA (Health Sciences Association of BC) have been crippled by the "net zero" policy. Wages for HSA members in BC are upwards of 8$ an hour less than other provinces in Canada. The last contract forced upon HSA members was highlighted by a 0% wage increase, and a loss of 1 vacation day per year. So no, teachers, you are NOT the only group of workers being forced to pay for corporate tax cuts. Were you there to support other public sector employees last year when they were trying to fight "net zero"? I didn't think so.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousJanuary 26, 2012 at 8:22 PM Agreed! I am in HSA, and sorry, but I can't support these demands by the teachers. Frustrating to me to see the 'it's not fair' comments. Sounds like children. Life isn't fair, we are a country and province in serious financial difficulty. Cuts need to be made. I absolutely support putting money into increasing numbers of teachers, and adding support teachers and SEAs . If I want to make more money, I could move to Alberta and earn $8-10 more an hour too, giving me a significant raise but I choose to live here. It's always greener on the other side, and everyone thinks they are the ones hard done by. I work 37.5 hours a week, but actually in my office 40-42 hours and I don't get overtime pay. I choose to do it because I love my job and want to do the best I can for my patients. I take classes and go to workshops to enhance my job, on my own time and I pay for it myself. I use my vacation days to attend work related conferences. HSA's contract is also set to expire and we already had 0% wage last contract. I'm not expecting any better this time around. That's life, it's not always fair. I just appreciate that I have a job that I love that pays a decent wage ( which is slightly less than a teachers wage). Maybe there are just a whole lot of teachers with very little personal job satisfaction.Delete KarenFebruary 17, 2012 at 10:15 AM Job satisfaction! Try keeping 30 students at the edge of their seats for 5 hours a day, daily!! Attend meetings(special needs, counseling-requested meetings, parent-requested meetings, department meetings, staff meetings, Health and safety meetings,etc.) mark, prepare, field phone calls, supervise, prepare report cards, participate in extra-curricular activities,answer student concerns after classes; type/prepare/photocopy learning /testing materials for students (no secretarial time for us!); mentor, clean our boards, put up our chairs, manage the learning materials in our classrooms (put away the books, clean the lab equip. fix the musical instruments, organize the gym equip., ensure safety in the woodworking/auto and metal shops etc.), put up display boards, order books/educational materials,take first aide training at our own expense, etc.) No one-to-one with down time, bells dictate our time usage (coffee break? designated lunch time? not always possible); daily emotional 'baggage' children/students bring to the classroom must be dealt with in a calm and supportive manner; AND, Administrative Officers that add to the intensity of our day. (Some are very supportive; others add to our stress by being judgmental, giving little support by keeping communication lines blurred, not making themselves available, not taking control and leading but hiding behind their desks, etc.) We earn our keep!! And, we can't go up the capitalist ladder - 'more students doesn't mean more money; it means more work!' No compensation for using our own books, driving students with our own cars (we must 'up' protection on our personal car insurance to protect them in case of an accident) We only rely on the good nature of our govt. and the public to support us. Where are you? If you think you can do the job better, for cheaper, 'step up to the plate'.Delete Reply Tara EhrckeJanuary 26, 2012 at 5:27 PM Hello Anonymous, I have always consistently opposed net zero for ANY public sector worker, not just teachers. I absolutely agree that no group or groups of public sector workers should be singled out unfairly. I also believe we should all be rejecting the wage freeze. With respect to support, teachers in my local put up picket signs when HEU was facing wage cuts and I absolutely agree we need to be supporting each other. Please see my blog posts on this subject, including HSA in particular, from last year: http://staffroomconfidential.blogspot.com/2011/02/in-labour-newswill-hsa-vote-no-campaign.html http://staffroomconfidential.blogspot.com/2011/03/why-bc-government-wage-freeze-is.html This article was reposted on an HSA member site here: http://our-union.org/2011/03/29/why-the-bc-government-wage-freeze-is-indefensible/ I also wrote about opposition to net zero from Vancouver Island University workers and Langara College workers: http://staffroomconfidential.blogspot.com/2011_03_01_archive.html http://staffroomconfidential.blogspot.com/2011/04/langara-versus-wage-freeze.htmlReplyDelete UnknownFebruary 2, 2012 at 8:21 PM Actually, the cost of the Olympics was closer to $7 billion, once you factor in the cost of the Canada Line, the Sea to Sky Highway, and the new Convention Centre. On a related note, the deficit in 2008, amortized over 3 years, stood at $3 billion.ReplyDelete AnonymousFebruary 12, 2012 at 10:43 AM I am a parent in SD#35 and I am so impressed with my children's school and with the hard work that most of the teachers and adminstrators put in at that school. They are still getting a quality education, even throughout job action.The teachers are commincating with my husband and I on their academic progress, and my daughter is on the Grade Six basketball team which practices after school and at noon hour 3 times a week! I support a wage increases for my children's teachers because I want them to be able to keep up with inflation and be paid what professionals make in other provinces. We need to pay our teachers and other public sector employees what they deserve, or els in the future, we will not attract good people into these professions or be able to keep them in our province. Isnt this what is happening in the nursing industry? The Lower mainland is one of the most expensive places to live and we have to face the fact that if we want an educated community, then we have to willing to pay for it. A concerned parentReplyDelete AnonymousFebruary 24, 2012 at 4:00 PM I am a parent in south Delta and I must say that I am impressed with the communication that we have been receiving from my son's teachers at Delta Secondary. I think that teachers should get a raise at least to the level of inflation, but with all due respect to teachers, I cannot see where or how you feel that you should receive large increases. You are I think quite fairly paid for your job and you do not have the very real pressure for measurable performance that so many in the private sector face. Having said that, those people in the private sector are not getting the types of raises you are asking for and many of them would be happy with just getting at or near the inflation rate this year. I think that if you want to be paid very well then you will need to get into the private sector where you will face much more performance pressure, you will have 3-4 weeks off per year, there will be no such thing as overtime pay if you are salaried and if you don't perform adquately or well, you will faced with possible termination. You will have no effective job security unless you perform. So I think you have it quite good, better than anyone I can think of in most respects, with the exception of pay, which as I said I think is quite fair. I say this with great respect for your profession.ReplyDelete AnonymousFebruary 25, 2012 at 10:37 AM I am a very excited Teacher Candidate that will finish my Bachelors of Education this year. I am interested in this profession because I love it! However, my student loans are over 30 grand and I do not own a car, or a house. I am repeatedly being told that there are few jobs out there and the ones that are out there pay significantly less than a retail job I held before my Bachelor's degrees (per hour). I keep my optimism up because I know I am going to be fantastic at this job but it is hard to look past the fact that I will not be able to afford a house, a car and raise children on my income any time soon. Thank-you current teachers for fighting for those of us who want to join your ranks!ReplyDelete AnonymousFebruary 28, 2012 at 8:10 AM Great article Tara. And a great big THANK YOU for all of your hard work!ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ▼  January (13) How to reduce income inequality BC Schools: A decade of choice, a decade of declin... What is fair and reasonable? Twitter tale - Consultation, Minister Abbott style... Alberta teachers in negotiations BCTF presents reduced set of proposals School boards discuss 'net zero' Will grouping by ability mean re-segregation? BC teachers describe workload issues at bargaining... BC public sector enters 2012 bargaining Superintendent of Greater Victoria received 10% wa... Should BC teachers get a salary increase? Myths & ... A year in review: waking the sleeping giant ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12054,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2001 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 13, Number 6, April 2001 AGM 2001 Carpeting out and handwashing in by Lynne Sinclair An historic event occurred at the 2001 AGM as delegates discussed the first health and safety recommendations from the first provincial health and safety advisory committee. The recommendations came forward from the Executive Committee as part of setting the stage for our expanding and ongoing work in health and safety. Lively debates ensued on subjects that ranged from handwashing to ozone generators and from removal of carpeting to violence prevention. Teachers told stories of moving and sometimes humorous events in their schools that underscored the importance of ensuring everyone’s health and safety, including teachers’. Notable recommendations included the removal of all carpeting from schools over the long term, background checks on all students new to a school, recording of all violent incidents and informing staff of them, notification of any risk of violence from parents/guardians, handwashing programs, adequate furnishing of staffrooms, and the provision of custodians at all times schools are in session. Handwashing, known to be the most effective method of preventing the spread of communicable diseases, was the subject of one of the lengthier debates. A recommendation to include handwashing programs in all schools, and soap in student and staff washrooms, provoked a lengthy debate in which delegates made amendments to strengthen the recommendation. The meeting decided to include warm water, soap, paper towels, and taps that do not turn off automatically and prematurely. The staff of the conference centre where the AGM was held reported that they had to fill the soap and paper towel dispensers at a much faster rate than normal! The media picked up on the recommendation that background checks be done on all students new to a school prior to attendance and lambasted teachers for promoting violations of students’ civil liberties. These are the same media that daily attack public schools for supposedly rampant bullying. Delegates at the AGM got it right–they understood that a simple telephone call to a student’s previous school or preschool could help ensure appropriate program placement, resources, and elimination of the risk of violence. Several school districts already have such procedures in which students are held out of class for one day while phone checks are completed. Delegates spoke eloquently of the need for this kind of procedure wherein students receive positive starts in new schools because their needs are addressed up front and wherein all other students and staff are protected from unnecessary risks of violence. Recommendations to record all violent incidents and to inform staff of any risk of violence from parents or guardians of students carried easily, upholding the Occupational Health and Safety Regulation requirements and enshrining them in member policy for education and awareness. In addition, a recommendation to have safety plans for all teachers working alone helped interpret the working alone regulation by listing applicable situations such as portables, remote wings, hospital/homebound, and so forth. A specific recommendation for hospital/homebound and distributed learning teachers that requires that they be assured a non-smoking environment, the presence of another adult, and a means of communication in an emergency carried. Teachers on call were also singled out in a recommendation to highlight the necessity of informing them upon call out and/or upon arrival at the worksite of the occupational health and safety risks of the assignment. Removal of carpeting in schools was another lively debate in which delegates spoke eloquently about health and safety hazards. Val Hamilton, member of the provincial Health and Safety Advisory Committee and a VESTA delegate, described the carpets as "cess pools" in which bacteria, bodily fluids, and other grime is ground into rugs that are never properly or regularly cleaned. An amendment to ensure health and safety related to the removal of carpeting–such as noise abatement–carried. Victoria school district has been gathering used tennis balls and putting them on the legs of chairs and tables in a cost-effective, practical approach to that problem. Delegates did not just want adequately furnished staffrooms; they wanted spacious staffrooms with outside windows and they did not want them used as classrooms or first aid rooms. The Occupational Health and Safety Regulation requirement that there be a dedicated lunchroom for all staff has now been interpreted, BCTF style! Delegates also supported the inclusion of occupational health and safety training in teacher-education programs so that student teachers (who are covered by WCB during practicums) and all prospective teachers are taught preventative measures to protect their health and safety before they begin teaching. Speakers mentioned posture and breathing techniques to protect our voices as one example of training. Students on work experience, who are covered by WCB, also need to receive occupational health and safety training appropriate to the job and worksite and should not be placed in a workplace that is not covered by WCB, according to BCTF policy set at the AGM. This AGM did raise our health and safety consciousness. Many of the evaluations commented on the comfort level of the chairs, the quality of the air, and the lighting, and many also complimented the quality of the debate! — Lynne Sinclair Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/05/teacher-morale-and-role-of-principals.html?showComment0751336363824240,Staffroom Confidential: Teacher morale and the role of Principals Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Saturday, May 5, 2012 Teacher morale and the role of Principals This week, the Principals and Vice Principals Association put out a memo commenting on the mood in schools.  They are worried that another year of dispute will irreparably harm relationships. They are right. But they also need to take a look at their own role in the dispute and talk about solutions, not just the problems. I also commented on the mood in schools this week. I wrote to our school Board, who refused to take a position opposed to Bill 22. My closing comment was that Victoria teachers had never felt more demoralized and less respected. In my 12 years in the BC school system, I believe this is true. The Principals and Vice Principals are upset that schools are not currently places of collaboration and spirit. But they fail to acknowledge their own part in this mess. In fact the Principals have consistently argued for many of the concessions and controls that have been contained in the variety of Bills passed over the last decade. They lobbied for the removal of class size limits. They lobbied for more control over hiring and firing. They lobbied for more control over teacher professional development. In many ways, although they are not the bargaining agent, the concessions sought by government will give Principals greatly expanded powers. Power to fire a teacher they don't deem "suitable" (whatever that happens to mean). Power to move teachers to another school for no reason. Power to dictate what teachers will do to develop professionally, regardless of the teacher's own interests or needs. So is it any surprise that teachers are refusing to cooperate following the legislated interference in bargaining to attempt to impose these new rules? Does any Principal out there really believe that forcing teachers into submission to give Principals most of the power in schools is the way to build collaborative teaching communities? Principals have shown a remarkable lack of leadership. I was in a meeting with one the other day who tried to convince me that he really did care about class size and wished he could plan classes of 20. When I asked him why he wouldn't speak out publicly, he simply stated "I can't". When I responded that he could, but he chose not to, there was simply stone cold silence. The same sort of silence now taking place in staff meetings across BC. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 3:21 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 4 comments: Darlene RossMay 5, 2012 at 5:53 PM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Darlene RossMay 5, 2012 at 5:58 PM The world is a dangerous place, not because of those who do evil, but because of those who look on and do nothing... - Albert EinsteinReplyDelete Skinny DipperMay 5, 2012 at 7:04 PM Anyone who dares walk into a Walmart knows that its employees are called "associates." This word is made to make the employees feel important even though those same employees know that they are not important at all. Those assocates perform the minimum required in order to keep their jobs. They don't go out of their way to help the customers. They are shelf stockers. That is all. Although there is no call for teachers to be called "professional teaching associates," teachers do know that they are not considered important by the government of British Columbia. The principals in the schools are like managers at Walmart whose jobs are to tell employees what to do--not to ask for advice. When the principals ask for professional suggestions on how to improve student learning, the teachers have taken a cue from Bill 22 not to offer advice. Just wait for instructions from the principals. Unfortunately, the new BC model of education creates a monologue rather than dialogues in professional learning.ReplyDelete PrairiepussMay 6, 2012 at 9:10 PM It is a puzzle. In a brief, written in 1991 and resubmitted to the Wright Commission on bargaining in 2003 is the following quote: "For example, matters such as class size, the length of the working day, including preparation time, and the calendar for the school year should not be matters for negotiation. These issues should be addressed more effectively throught legislation based on past practice and consultation with all relevant parties." It is interesting that the principals essentially got their way in 2001. After the strike in 2005, the Learning Roundtable led Gordon Campbell to legislate Bill 33, which included class size and composition provisions (however inadequate) into the School Act. So it did become public policy as they felt it should, and even then they never opened their mouths.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ▼  May (6) Cowichan Trustees take courageous stand Excerpt from Our Times article Education reform and the folly of school choice Specialist teachers speak out about Bill 22 BC's adult education program victim of "choice" Teacher morale and the role of Principals ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=31029&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2013 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 26, Number 2, October 2013   Pouvons-nous parler…? Comment se préparer à une conversation inconfortable par Gioia Breda  Quand nous sommes inquiets au sujet d’un collègue, lorsque nous sommes préoccupés par leur pratique ou en situation de conflit avec eux personnellement, il est essentiel de communiquer. Pourquoi évitons-nous ces conversations inconfortables? Parfois nous espérons que le problème disparaîtra avec le temps. Mais plus honnêtement, l'idée d'avoir cette conversation nous fait peur et nous voulons l’éviter. Malheureusement, mes amis, le Code de déontologie de la FECB est clair à ce sujet; nous avons la responsabilité professionnelle d'avoir ces conversations inconfortables pour empêcher qu’une situation ne s’aggrave. Que devriez-vous faire si vous êtes inquiets de la façon dont un collègue traite les étudiants? La première étape est de trouver un moment pour vous entretenir en privé avec votre collègue. Faites lui savoir que vous êtes là pour prêter assistance. Demandez-lui si tout va bien et partager doucement vos préoccupations: « J'ai remarqué que vous êtes un peu distrait ces derniers jours... Ça va ? ». Ou bien « Je ne vous connais pas très bien, mais je voulais vous apporter mon soutien. Je sais que vous avez une classe vraiment difficile cette année. Voulez-vous en parler? » Souvent quand les gens sont en difficulté dans leur vie personnelle, cela a un impact sur leurs interactions professionnelles et ils sont complètement inconscients des changements dans leur comportement. Suggérez-leur de s’adresser au syndicat local pour plus de soutien et l'accès à des conseillers grâce au Programme d'aide aux familles des employés. Nous devons traiter chaque collègue avec un respect professionnel. Si nous nous trouvons dans un conflit avec un collègue, si nous estimons que l'interaction n’a pas été respectueuse, il y a un processus à suivre. Il est d’abord impératif de parler au collègue en privé et de lui faire savoir vos préoccupations. Parfois, entendre simplement comment quelqu'un réagit, peut suffire à éclaircir la situation. Si vous vous sentez inquiet d'avoir cette conversation, parlez à votre représentant syndical. Demandez lui de faire un jeu de rôle et ensuite, pratiquez ce que vous allez dire. Appelez le bureau du syndicat si le représentant n’est pas disponible. Néanmoins, avant d’approcher un collègue avec un représentant du syndicat, ayez avant avec lui, une conversation privée, ou vous aggraverez la situation. Si ce premier entretien en privé a été infructueux et que vous sentez que rien n’a changé, c’est le moment de parler à votre représentant syndical et de demander de l'aide. Son rôle n’est pas d’être médiateur mais d’agir comme une partie neutre afin de permettre aux enseignants de s’exprimer et de voir que l’autre à bien compris. Pour des situations plus difficiles, suggérez la médiation formelle et appelez la FECB pour faciliter ce processus. Parlez au directeur seulement si cela est lié à des questions de protection de l'enfance. Le directeur, tout sympathique et bien intentionné soit-il, demeure votre patron avec un pouvoir de discipline. Rappelez-vous que le Code de déontologie vous oblige à parler avec l'enseignant avant d'en parler avec quelqu'un d'autre. En outre, vous devez informer votre collègue par écrit si vous avez l'intention de demander l'assistance d'une tierce partie appropriée. Il est fortement recommander d’obtenir des conseils et l'aide de votre syndicat en premier. Si vous estimez qu’on vous harcèle, bien sûr parlez-en avec le directeur mais téléphonez d'abord à votre syndicat local. Tous les conflits entre collègues ne sont pas des exemples de harcèlement. Souvent, la médiation est un processus plus approprié mais essayez toujours de résoudre le problème d'abord en face-à-face. Les conversations inconfortables sont souvent la première étape vers une solution. Ces conversations seul à seul ne sont pas seulement une bonne chose à faire mais nous sommes professionnellement obligés de les avoir. _______________ Gioia Breda is second vice-president, Surrey Teachers’ Association )
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewTeachers.aspx?id=31830&printPage=true,BCTF > Teaching strategies and classroom complexity  	New teachers  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > New Teachers > New Teachers' Handbook > Table of Contents Teaching strategies and classroom complexity  In any given day, you may have more than 1,000 personal interactions with students. Each of these complex interactions must be interpreted on the spot. Respond to these immediate needs as you teach, and make the time to later reflect on what you are doing and planning to do. Teaching is helping young people meet the learning outcomes of the curriculum. Teachers need to develop a repertoire of teaching strategies that become second nature. By having many teaching strategies, you can continually monitor the class and make adjustments during the busy and complex task of teaching, and the busy and complex process of learning. Vary your teaching strategies. The process of learning is as important as what is being learned. Teacher talk or lecture has its place in instructional strategies, but there are other effective strategies that engage students.  Remember the principles of learning: Learning requires the active participation of the student. People learn in a variety of ways and at different rates. Learning is both an individual and a group process. Teaching strategies can be grouped into five broad categories: Direct instruction—The teacher imparts knowledge or demonstrates a skill. Experiential learning—The students experience and feel; they are actively involved. Independent study—The students interact more with the content than with the teacher or other classmates. Indirect instruction—The teacher sets up strategies, but does not teach directly; the students make meaning for themselves. Interactive instruction—The students interact with one another and the information; the teacher is the facilitator. When choosing which type of teaching strategy, consider the nature of the topic, the resources available, and the age, maturity, learning styles, and gender of the students, as well as your teaching style. Your lessons will be more successful if you structure opportunities for students to be involved and to apply the content and skills they have learned. Learning together promotes co-operation, interaction, individual and group accountability, and development of group skills. There are various approaches to grouping students for learning activities: Group inquiry—Have groups of two to six students work together using inquiry, discussion, co-operative planning, and execution. Jigsaw—Have individuals within the group learn parts of the material, discuss it with like members from other groups, and then teach their own group. Teams, games—Have team members assist one another to master materials or skills in order for the team to compete against other teams. Experiment with a variety of teaching strategies. Select these while recognizing the different learning styles and multiple intelligences of your students. Remember that a strategy may work well with one group and be less successful with another. Reflect on your teaching. Ask yourself the following questions: What made it work well or not? What connections were made to other learning or real life? Were all the intended outcomes met? What were the best resources? What were methods of grouping for instruction for different lessons? Did I address the different learning styles of my students? If I did this again, what things would I change? Teaching is challenging and exciting work. Recognize your successes, analyze your failures, and build on them. Discuss ideas with colleagues and share your questions and experiences. Remember, you are a life-long learner, too! Student assessment and evaluation   Teachers must assess, evaluate, and report student progress in relation to the learning outcomes in the prescribed curriculum.  Teachers have professional autonomy in deciding what methods to use to assess student work in their classrooms—observation, tests, portfolios, checklists, written assignments, projects, etc.  The purpose of classroom assessment is to support learning. Teachers assess student learning— describing what the student knows and is able to do—and uses this information to adjust instruction for individual students, small groups of students or the whole class, and to plan further instruction. Assessment that provides descriptive feedback is more effective than assessment that provides evaluative feedback (right or wrong, a mark). Descriptive feedback focuses on:  what students have or have not achieved, including improvements to earlier work.  explanations to a student that they are right or wrong and why in a timely fashion.  specific ways in which the work could be improved.  inviting the student to suggest ways they can improve.  —Bangert-Downs et al, 1991; Crooks, 2001; Tunstall and Gipps, 1996 Assessment that is focused on supporting students’ learning is often called assessment for learning, as opposed to assessment that is focused on determining what students know.  Assessment for learning is the process of seeking and interpreting evidence for use by learners and their teachers to decide where the learners are in their learning, where they need to go, and how best to get there.   —UK Assessment Reform Group, 2002 We know, from research, that effective assessment for learning can improve student achievement substantially, and that improved classroom assessment helps low achievers the most.   —Black and William, 1998, U.K. Assessment Reform Group Teachers are also required to evaluate student progress—make judgments about students’ learning in relation to learning outcomes in the curriculum, and/or IEP goals—and to report their evaluation to parents. Evaluations of student progress, whether anecdotal or in the form of percentages or letter grades, must be in relation to the learning outcomes in the curriculum. Evaluations of student behaviour, including work habits, attitude, and effort, and information about attendance must be reported separately; they are not part of the students’ marks for a course. Teachers, especially beginning teachers or teachers teaching unfamiliar subjects and grade levels, often worry that their “A” will not be another teacher’s “A.” The learning outcomes spell out what students are required to know and be able to do, but not what is “good enough” at a particular grade level. The ministry has developed performance standards for reading, writing, numeracy and social responsibility: www.bced.gov.bc.ca/perf_stands.  Tips for assessment and evaluation  Plan your student assessment tasks and evaluation criteria when you plan for instruction. Make sure that the task and criteria are consistent with the learning outcomes in the curriculum for the course and grade. Allow students some choice in the topic of an assignment or the method of presentation. Students will demonstrate their learning better if they enjoy the task. Provide students with evaluative criteria and exemplars of various levels of performance. Students need to know how their work will be judged in order to do their best, or have students create evaluation rubrics. In order to establish reliability, use a variety of assessment strategies; e.g., short written assignments, teacher observations, conferences with students, quizzes, student self-assessment, tests, and performance tasks. Give students feedback in the form of descriptive feedback, rather than in the form of a check mark, number, or letter grade. Never use marks as a threat, punishment, or classroom management tool. Use the results of student assessment and evaluation to plan for further instruction. Provide focused instruction on areas of weakness. Use areas of strength to scaffold the next concept to be taught. Record keeping  Record keeping can be in the form of an anecdotal file in addition to, or instead of, a mark book. Have students keep a portfolio of their work so that they can demonstrate their learning and progress to parents. For a new teacher, making judgments about student progress may seem a bit overwhelming, but with organization and a good plan for evaluation, you will be able to give your students quality information about their progress. BC performance standards  Performance standards have been developed for Reading, Writing, and Social Responsibility K–10, and Numeracy K–8. The performance standards include rating scales that describe the following performance levels of specific grade levels in detail: not yet within expectations meets expectations (minimal level) fully meets expectations exceeds expectations. They also include Quick Scales, a short version of the rating scale for daily use/quick reference, and sample tasks with illustrations of student work at all four levels, along with teacher comments.  The standards focus exclusively on performance assessment where students are asked to apply the skills and concepts they have learned to complete complex, realistic tasks. The standards include both evaluative statements (e.g., not yet within expectations), and assessment criteria (e.g., supports and elaborates ideas, makes comparisons); they support a criterion-referenced approach to evaluation. The performance standards are available on the Ministry of Education website www.bced.gov.bc.ca/perf_stands/. Supplementary materials, such as additional tasks, with two samples of student work and a worksheet for planning instruction or intervention, developing criteria with students, elaborating or tailoring criteria for special purposes, outlining assessment tasks, recording observations, and guiding discussions, are also available on the website. The purpose of reporting on student progress is to communicate to students and parents/guardians how well students are progressing in relation to the learning outcomes in the curriculum of the course or subject they are taking. Teachers gather evidence of what students are able to do in each course, evaluate students’ progress, and report that to parents/guardians and students. The process of assessing, evaluating, and reporting student progress enables you to monitor student learning and identify what action, if any, is needed to help students succeed. There are many ways to inform students and their parents/guardians of progress in school. It is important to have communication with the students and parents/guardians long before the first report card goes home. Document any communications with parents/guardians. Provincial policy requires that teachers report to parents/guardians both formally (on report cards) and informally. Methods for reporting information include: notes sent home parent-teacher conferences interim reports student-parent-teacher or student-led conferences teacher-student conferences telephone calls (or emails) home, reporting outstanding performance as well as concerns. Official reporting policy in BC  Teachers are required to do three formal reports and two informal reports to parents each year. The requirements for these reports are set out in the ministry policies but the format of the report card is set by the local school board. The relevant ministry policies can be found in two ministerial orders, the Student Progress Report Order and the Provincial Letter Grades Order, available on the ministry website at www.bced.gov.bc.ca/legislation/schoollaw/e.htm.  )
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/parents.aspx?id=31519&printPage=true,BCTF > Finance Committee Recommendations  	For parents  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > For Parents Finance Committee Recommendations  In September 2013, the BCTF presented its Brief on Education Funding to the Select Standing Committee on Finance and Government Services of the BC Legislature. The committee recognizes that significant additional funds are needed to support public education.   The full report of this bi-partisan committee makes several recommendations on education funding: “...that the K­12 system is experiencing cost pressures as a result of inflation and aging school facilities. The Committee therefore recommends that enough funding be provided to schools to meet rising costs and capital needs while ensuring strong educational outcomes for BC students.” sufficient funding for the K–12 system to enable BC students to become top performers nationally addressing cost increases for school districts such as rising BC Hydro rates appropriate funding to address the growing support needed for students with special needs   Even a group dominated by government MLAs seems to understand that the “highest funding ever” slogan isn’t the reality in our schools.  )
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "Gr8 event honoring Taiwan ROC w many friends @douglasbing @marvinhunt4bc @KerryLynneFindl @mhlchiu26 @prairiechinois http://t.co/85TUCQsbrI" @John_Yap - 05:40pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/AdvocacyAndAction.aspx?id=5348&printPage=true,BCTF > The role of lobbying  	BCTF Action and Advocacy  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Advocacy and Action > Lobbying The role of lobbying to convince a decision-maker of the merits of a certain course of action to provide the decision-maker with information that they don’t have to outline a problem to the decision-maker and propose a solution to go on record with a point of view, information, and a desired outcome to exercise a right to be heard to demonstrate that constituents are concerned, organizing and “watching” to collect useful information about the decision-maker, their views, and attitudes to clarify the decision-maker’s positions to undertake a step viewed as necessary by members and allies to lay the groundwork for further political action to generate media interest to build on relationships with allies  )
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12424,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 19, Number 6, April 2007 On being well: Wellness is letting go by Julia Johnson In the book by Elizabeth Brenner; Winning by Letting Go, Brenner tells a story of how people in India catch monkeys. They cut a small hole in a box. Then they put a tasty nut in the box. The hole is just large enough for the monkey to put its hand through, but it is too small for the monkey to withdraw its hand once it has clutched the nut inside. Brenner then explains that the monkey has two choices. It can let go of the nut and go free, or it can hold on to the nut and stay trapped. According to Brenner, monkeys usually hold on to the nut. This story embodies the wellness story. Each day we have the opportunity to go free or stay trapped by the choices we make. In the March issue of Teacher, Anne Jardine wondered if full-time teaching was hazardous to teachers’ lives because of the increased workloads that have become more complex. She points out that teachers are now giving some thought to the amount of time they want to spend on teaching and how they intend to alter their teaching craft given that "new demands are added, yet none of the traditional teaching duties are subtracted." There seems to be a perception amongst the masses that if one reduces the time spent devoted to teaching so more time can be spent with family or achieving personal health, or if one makes changes to how the job of teaching is performed then such sacrifices make teachers less professional, less skilled, less effective, less caring, and schools become less effective at educating students. It is my belief that such a perception instils personal guilt and creates an atmosphere of judgment, which in turn impacts the health of the workplace and the health of the individual. Matthew Fox, in his book, The Reinvention of Work, suggests that in this post-industrial era we need to rethink, "the way we define work, the way we compensate work, the ways we create work, and the way we let go of work and learn to infuse it with play and ritual," because this new era of rapid technological change and our global economies are creating a system that is not working, a system that threatens our health and the health of the planet. Letting go of work or the way we do our work is not an easy thing to do. As creatures of habit we are not always open and receptive to the demands brought on by change. The expectations we have for ourselves and others becomes a yoke around our necks and like the monkey that is unable to let go of his nut, we hang on to teaching practices that are no longer workable in the complex teaching environments in which we work. Fox suggests that if we ask the question, "What are the work needs of our time; we can actually launch new ways of doing work, of being workers, of making jobs, of compensating work." When we are left to consider, "What might this new work be?" Fox tells us, "that it is work on the human being itself." Like E. F. Schumacher, in Small is Beautiful, says "We can each of us work to put our own inner house in order," Fox believes that putting "our own inner house in order" will prove to be the key to reinventing work for the human species. Fox states that to do as Schumacher suggests requires a deep letting go of the old ways of living and working, if we and planet Earth are to survive. By transforming our work with choices that are freeing, we in turn transform our souls, our being, our health, and the way we live our lives. Julia Johnson, a retired learning resource teacher in Quesnel, is a BCTF PD wellness associate and a member of the Teacher Newsmagazine Advisory Board. livingjewels@shaw.ca (250-747-3650). Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media jthornthwaite last tweet "Please join me in recognizing the vital work foster families do for B.C. kids http://t.co/bdYy1yh9Jc #FosterFamilyMonth #northvan #bcpoli" @jthornthwaite - 10:56pm Follow @jthornthwaite BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=31034&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2013 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 26, Number 2, October 2013   Truth and reconciliation: Opening hearts and minds  Namwayut–We are all one Teacher reflections • I attended several events throughout the week and I came away deeply moved. While the landing ceremony at the All Nations Canoe Gathering on Tuesday was an impressive visual spectacle, I was even more strongly affected watching canoes swiftly moving by, their paddling often accompanied by singing. I tried to imagine a time centuries ago when such canoes often came great distances through perilous conditions. It’s impossible not to feel that something profoundly important has almost disappeared. On Wednesday and Thursday, the Truth and Reconciliation Commission held events at the PNE. I was amazed and humbled by the resilience and courage of residential school survivors. Children of cultures thousands of years old not only suffered the loss of their language and were deprived of their heritage, but were explicitly educated to believe that their traditions were inferior and unworthy. The spirits of the tens of thousands of walkers who took part were not dampened by the steady downpour during Sunday’s Walk for Reconciliation. Dr. Bernice King, daughter of the great US civil rights leader spoke: “The scars of ignorance, deprivation, and poverty of First Nations people harm everyone. The new way forward will take everyone.” – Jack MacDermot, BCTF Communications and Campaigns Division  • As a non-Aboriginal first-generation Canadian, let me say now that this week has taught me that I must be an ally to my students, and learn to repair and transform the institutions that stand around us. – Annie Ohan, LA Matheson Secondary School Surrey  • To me, as an Aboriginal teacher, the Truth and Reconciliation National Event was a welcome, yet long overdue, event that marks the beginning of a long journey. It was deeply moving to witness the gathering of residential school survivors, intergenerational survivors, and the public at large in a safe place, to reveal and learn about residential school experiences. We must remember, however, that over 100 years of oppression, colonization, and attempts to “kill the Indian in the child” are not easily remedied in the neat package of the TRC mandate. There is still much work to be done. With the participation of thousands of people, including hundreds of teachers, at this historic event, I believe a new understanding of the importance of the teaching about the legacy of Indian Residential Schools throughout the K–12 system has emerged. We can now hopefully move beyond uninformed comments such as “why don’t they just get over it” to a more enlightened dialogue on the under­standing of this sad chapter of our shared history. With this new understanding, we know that the reconciliation process may finally be under way. It will be up to each of us to ensure that we keep this essential dialogue open and ongoing. Our work has only just begun. – Gail Stromquist, BCTF Aboriginal education staffperson  • They were standing along the sides of the viaduct as we passed by, hands raised and mouthing the words “Thank you.” Many of the survivors of Indian Residential Schools were in awe that so many came out to walk with them. – Joanna Larson, Prince Rupert, BCTF Executive Committee  • Ten thousand tiles created by students were glued on a cedar canoe and on Education Day, I finally saw this beautiful canoe. I wondered how many students would attend Education Day. They came like waves. Survivors and students worked on new tiles. They drew pictures of what they learned about residential schools. The survivors and students turned their tiles into necklaces. When someone asked them about their necklaces, they told their stories. To me this is very important. We want the conversations about residential schools to continue. My mother attended residential school. Many stories need to be told. Haaw.aa, Thank you. – Maureen Lagroix, Teacher, Masset, Haida Gwaii    • Education Day was a great opportunity for me, and my Grade 7 students, to learn more about the embarrassing and racially motivated, 120-year-old Canadian process we call the Indian Residential School system. One of the most amazing and equally appalling things we learned was survivors didn’t share their stories with anyone—not even their family members. My students learned that there are only two key things needed for the healing process to become truly successful and that is a genuinely compassionate mutual understanding of the destruction caused by the IRS and the constant and purposeful use of the most important virtue of all—respect. – John Rowland, Begbie Elementary School, Vancouver  • I’d say I am at the truth stage of my own truth and reconciliation process as far as understanding my privilege as a white colonial settler and recognizing my responsibility to infuse Aboriginal content within my own practice. In my role as a learning assistance teacher and a member of our school community, I have taken initiatives like encouraging our principal and staff to recognize Aboriginal territory at the beginning of assemblies, sharing Aboriginal reading resources with classroom teachers, and connecting regularly with our Aboriginal advocate to explore ways for him to work with individual students as well as with whole classes. – Mary Berg, Learning assistance teacher, Dorothea Walker Elementary School, Kelowna  • When I returned home, I thought I would get up and go to work just like every other Monday morning. This was not the case. After speaking with fellow colleagues and recapping my experience, I realize that I am not the person I was when I left. The TRC Education Day included panels, displays, education activities, archives, film screenings, statement gathering, expressions of reconciliation, concerts, and even a hockey game. Thousands of students and their teachers came to learn about this important part of our history. – Ilona Weiss, District Aboriginal Culture teacher, Smithers   )
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/IssuesInEducation.aspx?id=5754,BCTF > What’s a better way?  	BCTF > Issues in Education  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Issues in Education > Assessment, Evaluation and Reporting > Testing What’s a Better Way? “…tests by themselves do not improve learning, any more than a thermometer reduces fever” (Jay P. Heubert, 2003) The teachers of BC believe: Each child counts and all can learn. Our joy in teaching and our students’ love of learning comes from meeting the needs of every student. We are all accountable for maximizing students’ opportunities to learn. Teachers must teach well and governments must provide the conditions such as appropriate class sizes, class compositions, and learning resources that allow each student to learn. Teachers must be allowed to make professional judgments about how students are taught and assessed. Large-scale testing can provide important information that can be used to inform the development of provincial curriculum and policy. This information can be obtained by administering the assessment on a sample basis rather than on a census (every student) basis, and producing only provincial results. Testing less often and using only a sample of students allows for broader and deeper assessment, is more cost effective, reduces the negative impact on students, and still fulfills the purposes. Effective assessment for learning can improve student achievement substantially, and that improved classroom assessment helps low achievers the most (Black and William, 1998). The type of assessment that helps students learn is formative assessment in which students are given descriptive feedback about where they are in their learning, where they need to go, and how best to get there. We invite parents and other concerned members of the community to join teachers in working to provide students with the best possible opportunities to create, to think, to learn, and to grow. Background information BC Teachers’ Federation. Accountability in public education. BC Teachers’ Federation. Assessment FOR learning. Principles for fair student assessment practices in education in Canada.   Historical information BC Teachers' Federation. Standardized testing moratorium and task force . A brief to the minister of education. (Jun 2009). BC Teachers' Federation. Success for every student. (2006) National Council of Teachers of English. Standards for the assessment of reading and writing. (2009) Stiggins, Rick. From formative assessment to assessment FOR learning: A path to success in standards-based schools. Phi Delta Kappan, Dec 2005.   Stiggins, Rick. New assessment beliefs for a new school mission. Phi Delta Kappan, Apr 2004.   About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Touring a natural gas drilling rig with @MLA Mike Bernier, and Brian from EnCana http://t.co/AifdJ4H07b" @Teresa_Wat - 06:01pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141007,www.huffingtonpost.ca,http://www.huffingtonpost.ca/2014/08/30/bc-teachers-strike-mediator_n_5742594.html?utm_hp_ref=tw,B.C. Teachers Strike 2014: Mediator Walks Away From Talks, Classes Unlikely View mobile site October 7, 2014 Huffpost Canada British Columbia ca Edition: ca Show/Hide Brasil BR Canada CA Deutschland DE España ES France FR Italia IT 日本 (Japan) JP 한국 (Korea) KR Maghreb MG United Kingdom UK United States US Region: BC Show/Hide All Canada Alberta British Columbia Québec (en français) Follow Newsletters Get Canada British ColumbiaNewsletters Email address Enter Email Address Huffington Post Search Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search iOS app Android app More Log in Create Account Notifications 0 $USERNAME Profile Settings Logout FRONT PAGE Politics Ford Still Doesn't Understand Racism 51 Unvetted Judge Joins Supreme Court 43 Kenney Posts Photos Of Iraqi Children To Make Case For ISIL Airstrikes 91 Clinton: Canadian Help In ISIL Fight 'Indispensable' 44 Canadians Left In A Fog Of War 42 Go to Politics More in Politics The Pulse Stephen Harper You Might Also Like US Politics UK Politics Business Porn Company Has A Raunchy Deal For Air Canada Pilots 3 Sun News Just Lost Its Main Source Of Content; What Now? 49 Canadian Cities Surprisingly Unpopular Destinations For Workers 0 This Is How You Rack Up U.S. Roaming Charges While In Canada 14 Look What China Might Actually Build 47 Go to Business More in Business Small Business Money You Might Also Like Tech TechCrunch Autoblog WorldPost Spanish Nurse First To Contract Ebola Outside West Africa 518 It's Been 3 Weeks Since Anyone's Seen Kim And Rumors Are Swirling 97 3 New Findings On ISIS Weapons That You Should Know About 39 WHO: More Cases Of Ebola In Europe Unavoidable 154 Turkish President Says Syrian Town Under Islamic State Siege Is About To Fall 213 Go to WorldPost More in WorldPost Foreign Affairs World Elections Arab Uprising Afghanistan War Syria Crisis You Might Also Like Travel Impact Living 100 Pumpkin Carvings That Will Inspire You 0 Fried Maple Leaves Are A Delicacy In Japan, And We're Jealous 6 WATCH: HuffPost Readers School Us On Toronto's Real Must-Eats 2 Toronto Dubbed Fourth Most Livable City In The World 0 33 Signs You Live In Liberty Village 1 Go to Living You Might Also Like Healthy Living Food Recipes Divorce Women Parentdish Green Post50 Weddings Style Best Halloween Costumes For Men And Women 0 Most Offensive Products In Retail 3 JLaw Goes Topless For Vanity Fair 0 Bridesmaid Dresses You'll Wear Again 0 Canadian Model Coco Rocha Is Pregnant! 4 Go to Style More in Style Beauty Fashion Celeb Style Entertaining and Etiquette Stylelist Canada Wedding Style Home Style You Might Also Like Style (U.S.) Weddings Stylelist Canada Entertainment Kris Jenner Opens Up About The Late Robert Kardashian 6 Blake Lively Is Pregnant! 30 Mariah Carey Proves She's Not Lip-Synching 42 Is This Where George Clooney And Amal Alamuddin Honeymooned? 7 Pregnant Kelly Rowland Poses Topless In Black And White Photo Shoot 2 Go to Entertainment You Might Also Like Music Celebrity TV Moviefone Arts The Glamorous History Of Pin-Up Like You've Never Seen It Before 3 1 Here Are A Bunch Of F*cking Delightful Artsy Cat Photos. You're Welcome. 3 This Is What It Really Looks Like To Be A Modern Day Nun 8 New Animation-Inspired Art Show Will Make You Yearn For Saturday Morning Cartoons 0 Go to Arts You Might Also Like Books Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Religion Alberta 20 Puppies Found Abandoned In Field 6 Anti-Abortion Postcard Targets Tory MP.. Again 26 Mystery 'GPO Girl' Turns Up In Calgary 3 Major Saskatchewan Train Derailment 2 Dozens Of Dead Cats Found, Another 62 Euthanized 0 Go to Alberta More in Alberta Alberta Politics Alberta Business Alison Redford Calgary Edmonton British Columbia B.C. Teen Killed By Train Was Wearing Headphones, Texting: RCMP 13 Anthem Singer's Fall Is Lesson In Showmanship 3 Pastafarian Loses B.C. Driver's Licence Over Holy Colander 0 Elderly Asian Women Attacked In Vancouver 0 Lawyers Of Convicted Surrey Six Gangsters Want Mistrial 3 Go to British Columbia More in British Columbia B.C. Politics B.C. Business Christy Clark Vancouver All Sections News Canada Politics Canada Business US Politics US Business World Media Sports Education Crime Weird News Good News Daily Finance Entertainment Entertainment Music TV Celebrity Comedy Arts Books Moviefone Life & Style Living Style Home Healthy Living Taste Weddings Travel Parents Divorce HuffPost 50 Marlo Thomas OWN Tech & Science Tech Science Green Techcrunch Engadget TUAW Joystiq Voices Impact Women Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Religion College Teen Local Quebec (French) Calgary Montreal Ottawa Toronto Vancouver Winnipeg Mapquest Patch.com Our Mobile Apps: iPhone iPad HuffPost Live iPad Android Phone Android Tablet British Columbia B.C. Politics B.C. Business Christy Clark Vancouver Anthem Singer's Fall Is Lesson In Showmanship 2014-10-05 23:32:54 Pastafarian Loses B.C. Driver's Licence Over Holy Colander 2014-10-06 20:10:58 B.C. Teen Killed By Train Was Wearing Headphones, Texting: RCMP 2014-10-07 02:49:46 45 Signs You're A Vancouver Canucks Fan 2014-10-04 00:27:49 Elderly Asian Women Attacked In Vancouver 2014-10-06 17:25:49 When It Comes to Jumbo Glacier Resort, All Questions Lead Back To Powerful Minister 2014-10-06 15:46:02 Aldergrove School Playground Condemned 2014-10-06 17:50:31 Vancouver Mom Who Killed Her 2 Babies Sentenced 2014-10-07 13:46:41 LOOK: Stunning Scenes By B.C.'s October Photographer 2014-10-03 14:22:55 This Derelict Van 'Home' Costs $550/Month To Rent In B.C. 2014-10-03 16:05:46 Officer Admits Abusing Authority While Shoving Woman 2014-10-06 18:41:58 Recognize This Photo? Here's The Story Behind It 2014-10-03 16:58:41 Premier Denies Downplaying B.C. LNG Expectations 2014-10-06 20:57:52 Lawyers Of Convicted Surrey Six Gangsters Want Mistrial 2014-10-06 18:59:52 LOOK: Old Vancouver Bank's New Life 2014-10-03 17:52:32 Previous Story Next Story B.C. Teachers Strike 2014: Mediator Walks Away From Talks, Classes Unlikely CP  | By The Canadian Press Posted: 08/30/2014 9:09 pm EDT Updated: 09/03/2014 12:59 pm EDT Mediator Vince Ready arrives to meet with B.C. Teachers' Federation president Jim Iker and B.C. Public School Employers' Association negotiator Peter Cameron regarding the teachers' strike on Aug. 28, 2014. | CP Share Tweet Email Comment tumblr reddit RICHMOND, B.C. - Veteran mediator Vince Ready has walked away from talks between British Columbia teachers and their employer, smothering parents' hopes the school year will start on time. The province's 40,000 public school teachers went on strike two weeks before summer vacation in June, and the ongoing job action has many worried the start of school may be put on hold indefinitely. After Ready left the bargaining table Saturday, Peter Cameron, the government's negotiator, said the current round of talks was over. Ready is widely regarded as one of Canada's top labour troubleshooters, and many had held out hope his involvement would finally break the impasse between the two sides. He brought Jim Iker of the teachers' union and Cameron together for two days of exploratory talks. But as the talks wrapped up, Cameron said Ready felt the two sides were still too far apart for mediation to begin, which means the school year is now unlikely to start on schedule Tuesday. "This is effectively terminated," he said. "We think we have been very frank with Vince." "It will not start on time," Cameron said, referring to the school year. Cameron said both sides will wait for Ready to determine when they are close enough to resume discussions. Ready said he tried to establish a framework for mediated negotiations, but the effort failed. "I just see no basis at this point for meaningful negotiations or mediation, so I’ve just declared an impasse," he said. "I just don’t see an agreement here at this point." Despite Ready's gloomy assessment, the BC Teachers' Federation indicated it wasn't giving up. "As things stand now, the strike will continue, but we are still determined to get a deal before Sept. 2," Iker wrote in a press release. Iker, however, was clearly less optimistic when interviewed immediately after talks fell apart Saturday, admitting the chances of the school year starting on time were remote, at best. "As of right now, school will not be starting on the second of September, though our teachers would love to be back at work," he said. Iker also accused the province's negotiators of not being prepared to reach a fair settlement for students and teachers. The B.C. Public School Employers' Association has been bargaining on behalf of government throughout the dispute. "The BCTF team tried to kick-start meaningful talks by dropping some proposals entirely and reducing others substantially," Iker wrote. "Unfortunately, the government did not indicate they were willing to make any meaningful moves in return." Premier Christy Clark took to social media, saying government wants to have a fair deal as soon as possible, but it must be affordable for taxpayers. "We want a deal that gives teachers a raise and invests in classrooms, but it must also be in line with settlements for other unions," she tweeted. Prior to discussions with Ready, Iker and Cameron met with Education Minister Peter Fassbender, who proposed that both parties put aside the most contentious issues and start mediation. The issues Fassbender referred to are teachers' grievances stemming from an ongoing legal battle between the union and government. Earlier this year, the B.C. Supreme Court ruled in favour of the union, saying the province violated the union's bargaining rights when it removed provisions related to class size and support from the teachers' contract in 2002. The government is appealing the decision. Teachers have asked the government to set aside $225 million every five years to deal with contract grievances related to the court case, but the government wants to suspend the possible impact of the grievances until the appeal process has finished. Iker said after the talk on Saturday that teachers were willing to reduce that fund to $100 million. When Fassbender proposed leaving grievances out of bargaining, and allowing the courts to settle the matter, he argued it would allow negotiations to focus on the key issues. Iker, however, dismissed that proposal after Saturday's talks. "Does the government really expect that teachers would bargain away everything the B.C. Supreme Court has already awarded us?" he wrote in a release. "And what future decisions might bring?" There was little progress during the summer toward resolving the key sticking points — wages, class size, and support staff levels. The government has said it will not legislate teachers back to work, but has proposed giving parents of children aged 12 and under $40 a day to help with daycare costs should the strike continue. -By Steven Chua in Vancouver. (The Canadian Press, CKNW) Close  B.C. Teachers' Strike 2014 of   Coquitlam teachers get information before voting on a contract deal with the province on Sept. 18, 2014. Coquitlam teachers gather to vote on the contract deal with the province on Sept. 18, 2014. Teachers celebrate news of a tentative deal in their contract dispute with the province on Sept. 16, 2014. Jim Iker, president of the B.C. Teachers' Federation, recommended members ratify the tentative deal at a news conference in Vancouver on Sept. 16, 2014. Premier Christy Clark beamed and patted Education Minister Peter Fassbender on the back as she thanked students and parents for their patience at a news conference on Sept. 16, 2014. A teacher holds a sign referring to mediator Vince Ready. Teachers in Kelowna were all smiles on Sept. 16, 2014 as they welcomed news a tentative deal was reached between their union and the province. The bargaining team and table officers of the B.C. Teachers' Federation at the Delta Hotel where a tentative deal was reached on Sept. 16, 2014. Parents rallied and marched in downtown Vancouver on Sept. 14, 2014 to support striking public teachers. Striking teachers bundle up in Fort Nelson on Sept. 12, 2014. Click here for full coverage of the contract dispute. A rally in Kamloops on Sept. 8, 2014. Executives of the B.C. Teachers' Federation thank other unions for their support. A rally in Abbotsford on Sept. 5, 2014. Hundreds rallied at Vancouver's Canada Place on Sept. 5, 2014. McGee Secondary School classrooms in Vancouver sit empty on Sept. 5, 2014 during what was supposed to be the first week of school. A reporter tries to ask a question as B.C. Premier Christy Clark and Education Minister Peter Fassbender talk about the ongoing teachers' dispute at a news conference in Vancouver on Sept. 3, 2014. B.C. Premier Christy Clark and Education Minister Peter Fassbender leave a news conference after talking about the ongoing teachers' dispute in Vancouver on Sept.3, 2014. B.C students who are missing public school because of the teachers' strike rallied in front of the Vancouver Art Gallery on Sept. 2, 2014 against the job action. Emma Jackson, 14, entering Grade 10 at Windermere Secondary School, holds a sign with purposely misspelled words. Cleo Petric-Neighbour, left, and her friend Milan Gill, both six years old and entering Grade 1 at Lord Roberts Elementary School hold signs at the Vancouver rally. Ray Stewart, a teacher from Keating Elementary Saanich School district, joins parents, teachers and politicians rallying for B.C. education dubbed "Christy's Class" during a teach-in on the B.C. Legislature lawn in Victoria, B.C., Sept. 2, 2014 during what should be the first day of classes across the province. Kids draw chalk outlines as they join with their parents, teachers and politicians rally on the B.C. Legislature lawn in Victoria, B.C., September 2, 2014 during what should be the first day of classes across the province. Teachers walk the picket line outside the Britannia Secondary and Elementary Schools in Vancouver on Tuesday, Sept. 2, 2014. Teachers man the picket line outside the Britannia Secondary and Elementary Schools in Vancouver, B.C. Tuesday, Sept. 2, 2014. B.C. Teachers' Federation (BCTF) President Jim Iker speaks to the media regarding the ongoing teachers strike outside the Britannia Secondary and Elementary Schools in Vancouver on Tuesday, Sept. 2, 2014. Terri Scott, a sub-local president in Stewart, B.C., gets an unexpected picket line visitor on Aug. 29, 2014. B.C. Education Minister Peter Fassbender speaks about the teachers' strike and confirms classes at public school will not begin as scheduled, during a news conference in Vancouver, B.C., on Sunday Aug. 31, 2014. Mediator Vince Ready arrives at exploratory talks in the B.C. teachers' dispute on Aug. 28, 2014. After two days, he walked away from the meetings, saying the two sides were still too far apart for mediation to begin. B.C. Teachers' Federation president Jim Iker listens to a reporter's question in Victoria, B.C. on Aug. 27, 2014 after a meeting with all sides in the teachers' contract dispute at the legislature in Victoria. Education Minister Peter Fassbender speaks to media in Victoria, B.C., Aug. 27, 2014. A face-to-face meeting between all sides in the strike by public school teachers was held at the legislature in Victoria. Click here for full coverage of the contract dispute. B.C. senior government negotiator Peter Cameron speaks to media in Victoria, B.C. on Aug. 27, 2014 after a meeting with all sides in the teachers' contract dispute at the legislature in Victoria. Teachers rally in Kamloops where their union was holding its summer meeting on Aug. 24, 2014. Teachers gather in Campbell River on Aug. 8, 2014. Pickets have been held every Wednesday in Vernon. The Creston Valley Teachers' Association have been picketing in August. Saanich teachers were out raising support for their cause in early August. Rally in Vanderhoof. Rally in Vanderhoof. Rally in Vanderhoof. Teachers hold signs in Fort Nelson. A picket line in Kamloops-Thompson on Aug. 7, 2014. Teachers picket in front of Conrad Elementary School in Prince Rupert on Aug. 5, 2014. Teachers picket in Creston, B.C. on July 29, 2014. Gwen Floyd, centre, and her sons Quinlan Floyd, 5, dressed as Batman and Aidan Floyd, 9, dressed as a police officer, walk the picket line with teachers Brigitte Boily, left, Matthew McBride and Olivier Salvas, far right, outside L'Ecole Bilingue Elementary School on the first day of a full-scale walkout by B.C. public school teachers in Vancouver on June 17, 2014. Dressed as a police officer Aidan Floyd, 9, left, and his brother Quinlan Floyd, 5, dressed as Batman, walk with striking teachers and their mom, Gwen Floyd outside L'Ecole Bilingue Elementary School on the first day of a full-scale walkout by B.C. public school teachers in Vancouver on June 17, 2014. From left to right, Caroline Lichimo, a Grade 1 teacher, Lyse Cote, a teacher librarian, and Ginaya Peters, who teaches French immersion to special needs students, talk while sitting on the picket line outside Lord Tennyson Elementary School on the first day of a full-scale walkout by B.C. public school teachers in Vancouver on June 17, 2014. B.C. Education Minister Peter Fassbender walks to meet reporters in Vancouver on the first day of a full-scale walkout by B.C. public school teachers. B.C. Education Minister Peter Fassbender speaks about the status of bargaining with the teachers' union on June 17, 2014. Hundreds of B.C. teachers, parents and other union supporters rallied on the lawn of the B.C. legislature on June 16, 2014 in Victoria to protest against Premier Christy Clark and the government's latest contract offer. Click here for stories on the contract dispute. B.C. Teachers' Federation head Jim Iker speaks to media on the first day of the union's full-scale walkout on June 17, 2014. Teachers walk the picket line in Fort Nelson, B.C. on the first day of the full-scale strike on June 17, 2014. Teachers walk the picket line in Fort Nelson, B.C. on June 17, 2014. Teachers walk the picket line in Burnaby, B.C. on June 17, 2014. Teachers walk the picket line in Burnaby, B.C. on June 17, 2014. A rally in support of the BCTF was held in Victoria on June 16. A rally in support of the BCTF was held in Victoria on June 16. Hundreds of teachers rally at Bill Copeland Arena in Burnaby on June 16, 2014. Hundreds of teachers rally in Burnaby on June 16, 2014. Hundreds of teachers rally in Burnaby on June 16, 2014. Hundreds of teachers rally in Burnaby on June 16, 2014. Hundreds of teachers rally in Burnaby on June 16, 2014. Hundreds of teachers rally in Burnaby on June 16, 2014. Hundreds of teachers rally in Burnaby on June 16, 2014. Students use protest signs referencing the "Harry Potter" franchise and B.C. Education Minister Peter Fassbender. A crowd rallies in front of the Vancouver office of the B.C. Public School Employers' Association on June 10, 2014. A crowd rallies in front of the Vancouver office of the B.C. Public School Employers' Association on June 10, 2014. A crowd rallies in front of the Vancouver office of the B.C. Public School Employers' Association on June 10, 2014. A crowd rallies in front of the Vancouver office of the B.C. Public School Employers' Association on June 10, 2014. A crowd rallies in front of the Vancouver office of the B.C. Public School Employers' Association on June 10, 2014. A crowd rallies in front of the Vancouver office of the B.C. Public School Employers' Association on June 10, 2014. A crowd rallies in front of the Vancouver office of the B.C. Public School Employers' Association on June 10, 2014. NDP MLA Adrian Dix addresses the crowd at a rally in front of the Vancouver office of the B.C. Public School Employers' Association on June 10, 2014. A record turnout of teachers voted on escalating job action to a full-scale strike on June 9/10, 2014. A record turnout of teachers voted on escalating job action to a full-scale strike on June 9/10, 2014. A crowd rallies in Victoria on June 10, 2014. Teachers in Vancouver eat their lunch on the street because they're locked out during their midday break. Hundreds attend a rally in Surrey, B.C. on June 7, 2014 to support teachers in their contract dispute with the province. Hundreds attend a rally in Surrey, B.C. on June 7, 2014 to support teachers in their contract dispute with the province. Hundreds attend a rally in Surrey, B.C. on June 7, 2014 to support teachers in their contract dispute with the province. Hundreds attend a rally in Surrey, B.C. on June 7, 2014 to support teachers in their contract dispute with the province. Hundreds attend a rally in Surrey, B.C. on June 7, 2014 to support teachers in their contract dispute with the province. Hundreds attend a rally in Surrey, B.C. on June 7, 2014 to support teachers in their contract dispute with the province. Hundreds attend a rally in Surrey, B.C. on June 7, 2014 to support teachers in their contract dispute with the province. Hundreds attend a rally in Surrey, B.C. on June 7, 2014 to support teachers in their contract dispute with the province. Hundreds attend a rally in Surrey, B.C. on June 7, 2014 to support teachers in their contract dispute with the province. Hundreds attend a rally in Surrey, B.C. on June 7, 2014 to support teachers in their contract dispute with the province. Parents support teachers on the picket line in Summerland on June 6, 2014. Teachers take a stand in Pemberton on June 6, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Students show their support for B.C. teachers on the steps of the Vancouver Art Gallery. Students at John Oliver Secondary School in Vancouver walked out of class on June 4, 2014 to protest being put in the middle of the contract dispute between teachers and the province. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Students at John Oliver Secondary School in Vancouver walked out of class on June 4, 2014 to protest being put in the middle of the contract dispute between teachers and the province. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Students in Campbell River walked out of class on June 4, 2014 to protest being put in the middle of the contract dispute between teachers and the province. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers rally in Comox, B.C. on June 3, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Members from the BCTF francophonie local picket outside Ecole Au Coeur De L'ile in Comox. Members of the B.C. Federation of Labour and Canadian Labour Congress gather to support teachers outside Cambie Secondary School in Richmond, B.C. on June 2, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Members of CUPE join teachers on the picket line at Mitchell Elementary in Richmond, B.C. on June 2, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Union leaders speak to media on June 2, 2014 in Richmond, B.C. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers picket in West Kelowna on June 2, 2014. B.C. Teachers' Federal president Jim Iker speaks to teachers outside Princess Margaret School in Surrey on May 29, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Striking outside the Invergarry Adult Education Centre in Surrey, B.C. on May 29, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. B.C. Teachers' Federal president Jim Iker speaks to teachers outside Invergarry Adult Education Centre in Surrey on May 29, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers wave to supporters outside Valleyview Secondary School in Kamloops on May 28, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers picket in Kamloops on May 28, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. A student shows support for teachers in Kamloops on May 28, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. A teacher pickets on horseback in 150 Mile House on May 27, 2014. A sign posted on a classroom door at Vancouver Technical Secondary School. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers rally during rush hour in Kelowna on May 27, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Kelowna teachers wore pink and rallied from the city's overpasses on May 27, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. A sign of support for B.C. teachers from a house in Kelowna. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers in Richmond pass time on the 3:30 a.m. shift on the picket line on May 27, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Students and parents left a message for teachers in Richmond on May 27, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. On the picket line with an effigy of B.C. Premier Christy Clark at Kitsilano Secondary School on May 26, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. A student from City School speaks to a teacher on the picket line in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. On the picket line at Kitsilano Secondary School on May 26, 2014. Click here for more on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. A teacher on strike at Britannia Secondary School in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Click here for more on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers stand under the sign for Templeton High School in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Click here for more on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers on strike speak to a supporter outside Templeton Secondary School in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Ryan Tanabe, left, a teacher, and his father Rod Tanabe, a counsellor teacher at Killarney Secondary School, walk the picket line outside the school in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Click here for more on the B.C. teachers contract dispute. Teachers in the central Okanagan were part of rotating strikes on May 27, 2014. These are educators from Constable Neil Bruce Middle School in West Kelowna. Supporters of B.C. teachers rally in the Sooke School District. Surrey teachers pose with their growing pile of marking during the first day of rotating strikes. Teachers picket in New Westminster on May 26, the first day of rotating strikes in a contract dispute with the province. Grade 12 Eric Hamber Secondary student Sarah Bercic wears a T-shirt supporting B.C. teachers. Teachers picket in Penticton on May 26, the first day of rotating strikes in a contract dispute with the province. Anya Prokopeva, 8, a Grade 3 student in New Westminister, and her mom Julie Prokopeva, right, a member of the support staff at Killarney Secondary School, pass by striking teachers as they leave after walking the picket line outside the school in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Anya Prokopeva, 8, a Grade 3 student in New Westminister, uses a strike sign for shade rests as her mom Julie Prokopeva, a member of the support staff at Killarney Secondary School, walks a picket line outside the school in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. One of the earliest picket lines on the first day of the teachers' walkout was in Golden, B.C., which is in the Mountain time zone. Jim Iker, president of the B.C. Teachers' Federation, speaks to reporters on May 26, the first day of rotating strikes, at Vancouver's Charles Dickens Elementary. Jim Iker, president of the B.C. Teachers' Federation, speaks to reporters on May 26, the first day of rotating strikes, at Vancouver's Charles Dickens Elementary. Jim Iker, president of the B.C. Teachers' Federation, speaks to reporters on May 26, the first day of rotating strikes, at Vancouver's Charles Dickens Elementary. Striking teachers man a picket line outside Killarney Secondary School in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Public school teachers across British Columbia started rotating strikes Monday, a move that will put more than half a million students out of class for one day each this week. B.C. NDP Leader John Horgan poses with teachers in the Sooke School District. A rally in Coquitlam on May 25. Premier Christy Clark's face is seen on anti-bullying T-shirts at a rally in Coquitlam. Surrey teachers at Johnston Heights Secondary rally on May 23, 2014.  Share  Tweet  ✖ Advertisement Share this ✖ close Current Slide Related blogs on The Huffington Post B.C.: B.C. Teachers Won't Stop Striking Just Because We're Asked Nicely - Cecelia Griffiths, teacher Ending Teachers' Dispute Lies In Hands Of B.C. Government - Lizanne Foster, teacher B.C. Teachers' Strike Violates My Right To Education - Callista Ryan, student B.C. Parents Deserve To Know True Plans For Public Education - Nahid Ghani, parent For Every Student, There Was A Teacher - Armand Birk, University Student Simple Math For B.C. Teachers: Economic Growth = Higher Wages - Jordan Bateman, Canadian Taxpayers Federation This MasterChef Wishes She Had A Different Conversation With Christy Clark - Danielle Cardozo, mom, entrepreneur, blogger Also on HuffPost: More: BC Teachers Strike BC Teachers BC Politics Teacher Strike Bc Video Bc Teacher Strike Cp Bc Education B.C. Teachers Strike 2014 Bc Teacher Strike 2014 Teachers Strike BC Bc Strike Teachers Strike Bc 2014 Bctf Bctf Strike Vince Ready Suggest a correction Around the Web B.C. teachers strike could be averted by last minute negotiations, but ... BC teachers' strike: sides are 'long ways apart,' mediator says BC teachers' strike: talks continue under mediator Vince Ready British Columbia teachers' strike in danger B.C. Teachers Strike 2014: School Districts Not Saying If Classes ... B.C. Teachers Strike 2014: Pictures, Videos, Breaking News   Click here to view Conversations Conversations Most Popular B.C. Teen Killed By Train Was Wearing Headphones, Texting: RCMP Facebook Anthem Singer's Fall Is Lesson In Showmanship YouTube Pastafarian Loses B.C. Driver's Licence Over Holy Colander YouTube LOOK: Stunning Scenes By B.C.'s October Photographer David Chang Photography Elderly Asian Women Attacked In Vancouver Nastco via Getty Images Lawyers Of Convicted Surrey Six Gangsters Want Mistrial Darryl Dyck/CP LOOK: Old Vancouver Bank's New Life Jason Statler When It Comes to Jumbo Glacier Resort, All Questions Lead Back To Powerful Minister Caillum Smith | Flickr Vancouver Mom Who Killed Her 2 Babies Sentenced CityTV YouTube Aldergrove School Playground Condemned North Otter Elementary Facebook This Derelict Van 'Home' Costs $550/Month To Rent In B.C. Bill Everitt Petronas Threatens To Delay B.C. LNG Project By A Decade MyLoupe/UIG via Getty Images 45 Signs You're A Vancouver Canucks Fan Getty Images Intruder Dies After Being Caught By Homeowner, Neighbour Shutterstock / sculpies Recognize This Photo? Here's The Story Behind It Claude P. Dettloff/CP/National Archives of Canada Stanley Park Pedestrian Dies After Crash With Cyclist Getty Premier Denies Downplaying B.C. LNG Expectations Jonathan Hayward/CP Vancouver Is The Reason Alyssa Milano Quit TV Show Paul Archuleta via Getty Images City Of Vancouver Taking Arbutus Corridor Fight To Court Darryl Dyck/The Canadian Press Vancouver Mayor Focuses On Pipelines For Re-Election Campaign Vision Vancouver Facebook FOLLOW HUFFPOST Email Email Address Options HuffPost Daily Brief British Columbia Get top stories and blog posts emailed to me each day.. Facebook HuffPost British Columbia Twitter HuffPost Follow British Columbia Follow Google Plus HuffPost British Columbia RSS The Huffington Post British Columbia All RSS / Feeds Phone Available on the App Store Android App on Google Play Get it at Blackberry App World Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search advertise log in make HuffPost your home page RSS careers FAQ user agreement privacy policy comment policy about us about our ads contact us Copyright ©2014 TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. "The Huffington Post" is a registered trademark of TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. All rights reserved. Part of HPMG News Use this form to alert a HuffPost editor about a factual or typographical error in this story. Notify message * Required * * * What kind of error is this? Choose an option Factual or typographical Comment moderation problem Rights and permissions Other * What is the correction? 0 count Describe the error here (1,000 character limit) * Type the words below so we know you are not a cyborg Sign me up for The Huffington Post's Daily Brief Thank you!)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=22912,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 23, Number 6, April 2011   Looking back By Chris Bocking  70 years ago Is your luncheon room attractive? Cover the tables with cream or white oilcloth. Put bright paper curtains to the windows. Many of the stationery stores have figured crepe paper with autumn leaves, Hallowe’en, Christmas, Valentine and Easter designs as well as flowers and butterflies. While fresh flowers are plentiful, ask for donations for the tables. Even the boys will be glad to donate, though they may not be willing to carry them to school. Radio programmes or phonograph records would delight the small listeners. To make the lunch hour really enjoyable, serve piping hot cocoa. A teacher who gently corrects outstanding breaches of table etiquette can greatly improve the social atmosphere of the lunch room. – April 1941, The BC Teacher 50 years ago What is the future of Grade 13? The Chant Commission has recommended that facilities for offering a full Grade 13 course be provided as quickly as possible throughout the public school system. The Commission states, “A considerable percentage of the pupils who enter university after completing Grade 12 fail in the first year. It was evident that a number of them had not reached a level of maturity that would enable them to assume responsibility for doing their own work without the closer supervision that is given in the secondary schools. Many young people mature rapidly during this stage of their development, and the additional year in Grade 13, particularly if living at home, would help them to become better prepared to meet the exacting demands of university study.”– April 1961, The BC Teacher  30 years ago Teachers’ ability to influence the education system is diminishing. The ministry is exerting centralized control over curriculum, textbooks, testing of students and assessment of school programs. School boards are “accountability conscious” and impose restrictions through administrators that further erode the autonomy of teachers. What results is a body of teachers who feel helpless in controlling their working lives. Despite the stressful conditions, teachers receive little support for their efforts. Instead, they are blamed for all the ills of the education system. – March–April 1981, The BC Teacher 10 years ago Jim Sinclair, president of the B.C. Federation of Labour, referred to the recent Alberta election, in which voters returned Premier Ralph Klein with a huge majority even though education and healthcare funding have been slashed. But the direction Gordon Campbell is taking as he heads to the polls “has to strike fear into anyone who cares about education in this province,” Sinclair said. “In Gordon’s world, we’ll have charter schools and privatization under the guise of choice. In Gordon’s world, education workers have no right to strike.” – April 2001, Teacher newsmagazine Compiled by Chris Bocking, Keating Elementary School, Saanich   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11080,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2002 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 14, Number 6, April 2002  Affordable, reliable, and clean publically owned power is at risk by Jerri New The B.C. Liberal government is about to make a radical decision that will punish every consumer of electricity—to privatize, deregulate, and break up BC Hydro. BC Hydro consumers, from households to the largest industries, would face rate increases of 30% to over 100% if the Liberal government proceeds with plans to privatize, deregulate, and break up BC Hydro. Why would the BC Liberals make such a mistake? BC Hydro has been publicly owned for over 40 years, providing B.C. with affordable, reliable, and environmentally clean hydroelectric energy. Today, BC Hydro provides service to British Columbians at the third lowest rates in North America. By way of comparison, a power bill that costs you $101 in Vancouver would cost you $285 in San Francisco and a whopping $352 in New York. In addition to low rates, British Columbians also benefit from BC Hydro’s contributions to provincial revenue—in 2000–01, BC Hydro produced $904 million in revenue for education, healthcare, and other services. Meanwhile, privatization and deregulation have been disastrous in California and in Alberta, where electricity rates went from among the lowest to the highest in Canada. So who would still argue to privatize BC Hydro? The B.C government’s Energy Policy Task Force made that recommendation in its interim report. The task force admits that moving electricity to market rates would cost British Columbians 30% to over 100% more for their power bills. Even B.C.’s biggest industries said the task force recommendation would be a disaster. The Joint Industry Electricity Steering Committee, which represents 30 of B.C.’s largest corporations, including Teck Cominco and Canadian Forest Products, says 6,000 direct jobs and thousands more indirect jobs would be lost across B.C. if rates jumped to market prices. Those businesses say the rate increase proposed by the task force would create "serious economic dislocation, destroy the fundamental economic health of many [firms], and result in serious unemployment, community instability, and reduced government revenues." Highland Valley Copper in Kamloops has estimated that if industrial rates went up 60%, it would cost the company $21 million and result in the mine’s closing. The task force report, the industrial users rightly conclude, "is a dangerous piece of work with dangerous consequences for the province." But the government is considering several bids to privatize three key components of the crown corporation: information technology (Westech), customer services, and fleet services. The Office and Professional Employees’ International Union Local 378 represents about 3,000 BC Hydro employees, who work in every part of our province, and we are fighting to keep our publicly owned electricity company. OPEIU 378 has filed legal applications against these moves with the B.C Utilities Commission, the B.C. Supreme Court, and the Labour Relations Board. But the best way to stop this outrageous move is for public opinion to convince Liberal MLAs that privatizing BC Hydro is a big mistake we can’t afford to make. If BC Hydro is privatized, we can never go back to public ownership, because of North American Free Trade Agreement penalties. Why should we give up affordable, reliable, clean power at among the cheapest rates in North America? Please visit www.handsoffhydro.com for more information and to send your MLA a message: Hands Off Hydro! Jerri New is president of the Office and Professional Employees’ International Union Local 378. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/IntlSolidarity.aspx?id=32348,BCTF International Solidarity > Teacher and Student Projects  	BCTF International Solidarity  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Social Justice > Programs and Workshops > International Solidarity > Teacher and Student Projects Teacher and Student Projects  Ways that teachers can be involved  The BCTF has a decades-long tradition of international solidarity, particularly linked with teacher unions. Resources for teachers related to peace reach back to the 1930s. This section provides more-current activities and opportunities to get involved.   BC teachers and students—Making a difference globally  Find examples here of the broad range of activities in BC classrooms that promote global understanding and citizenship. Included are teaching resources, pedagogical suggestions, and posters, as well as an invitation to tell others about your globally-related projects. Classroom teaching resources for global education  Looking for ideas, teaching units, and lesson outlines? This is the place! Subject areas from Social Studies to Home Economics, and levels from primary to secondary, are included, plus links to places students can get involved. Webliography of internet resources for Global Education  Pedagogical approaches to teaching global education  Philosophical and practical approaches to methods related to global education. Peace and Global Education Action Group and PSA The BCTF’s Peace and Global Education (PAGE) Action Group has been created to help support teachers, with a goal to improve access to resources and applications for the integration of global education into all curricula. Each year an action plan is developed to address various global priorities. Check out the links to find information and resources.  The BC Teachers for Peace and Global Education Provincial Specialist Association (PSA) is a membership organization that holds conferences, organizes workshops, and publishes a journal. PSAs are channels for members to exchange ideas on research, teaching strategies, curriculum development, and other shared interests.   About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=31647,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2014 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 26, Number 4, Jan./Feb. 2014   Mental Health: BCTF Research Teachers as well as students suffer by Charlie Naylor  Did you know that mental illness places a significant toll on the health and welfare of British Columbians? Consider the following: Estimated in any given year, 20% of British Columbians experience a mental illness. Mental illness is the third largest contributor to BC’s burden of disease—and the greatest contributor for people aged 15 to 34. Mental illnesses are leading causes of disability. The World Health Organization predicts that over the next 20 years, depression—not all mental illness—just depression will be the second greatest health burden on earth, the second after cardiovascular disease. International research shows that teachers are at high risk of stress-related disorders. The European Foundation, the United Kingdom Health and Safety Executive, and COMPAS Inc. have conducted research showing that people employed in the health, education, and social service sectors experience high levels of stress due to the front-line work they do. And here in BC, the BCTF’s Salary Indemnity Plan (SIP) spends about $12 million a year supporting teachers suffering from mental illnesses. Teachers also see their students exhibiting mental illness. Anxiety is becoming a growing problem affecting a student’s ability to concentrate on school work. Depression, eating disorders, and OCD–ODD,* rare in the past, are now more prevalent. And with cuts to school-based counsellors, teachers are often at a loss at how to proceed with these students. Recognizing the significant and growing issue of mental illness in schools and society, the BCTF Executive Committee recently passed a comprehensive recommendation to address both teachers’ and students’ mental health. Essentially, the BCTF has a two-pronged plan that focuses on teachers and students. We will focus on teachers’ mental health by examining Salary Indemnity Plan (SIP) data linked to mental illnesses and also provide locals and members with pertinent mental health information. Secondly, the BCTF will focus on students’ mental health in a number of ways, including promoting the BCTF’s Teaching to Diversity web page, connecting members with a mental health discussion forum, advocating for mental health resources, and calling for the restoration of school counselor positions. BCTF Research is analyzing data for every BC school district that shows wide disparities in SIP claims for mental disorders: Why do some districts have much higher claims than others? While we believe that some age and gender demographics are indicators, we are also considering other contractual and contextual factors, such as a member’s access to the number of accumulated sick days or the level of conflict in a district. Several provincial specialist associations (PSAs) such as school counselors, learning assistance teachers, and alternate educators offer conference sessions on students’ mental health issues, while the BCTF Teaching to Diversity web page is developing a section on students’ mental health, with a range of resources and related links: bctf.ca/teachingtodiversity   Teachers Diana Mogensen and Lily Yiu (both BCTF members who teach at Children’s Hospital Eating Disorders’ Unit), and Dave Mackenzie, a Vernon school counselor who attends the BC School Mental Health Coalition Network, have campaigned for a greater recognition of mental health issues within the union. The BCTF also hopes to connect with an upcoming “School Connectedness” initiative funded by the Ministry of Health. Students who are well connected or feel that they belong at their school are at lower risk of mental health disorders. This initiative will explore and document approaches to strengthening school connectedness for students. If you teach in a school where such initiatives are taking place, and wish to have your school considered for this project, please contact either Charlie Naylor in BCTF Research (cnaylor@bctf.ca) or Dave Mackenzie (dmackenzie@sd22.bc.ca) of the school counsellors’ PSA. * OCD–ODD: Obsessive Compulsive Disorder–Oppositional Defiance Disorder Charlie Naylor, BCTF Researcher  Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media last tweet "" @ - 12:00am Follow @ last post "" facebook/ - Jan 1st Like Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11950,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2000 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 13, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 2000 A salary indemnity plan primer by Patti McLaughlin Ask in any staffroom in the province, and chances are, not very many teachers know about the workings of the BCTF Salary Indemnity Plan. To assist, the Income Security Committee has asked that a series of columns in the Teacher newsmagazine over the coming year demystify salary indemnity. The regulations governing the Salary Indemnity Plan (SIP) are on page 80 of the 2000–2001 Members’ Guide to the BCTF. The regulations may be amended or changed by the AGM. Who is eligible for benefits? Every teacher who has a regular full-time or regular part-time assignment is eligible for benefits. That includes teachers on temporary appointments. TOCs are not eligible. A teacher is eligible for short-term benefits on the first day of work. Example: a new teacher, or an experienced teacher, new to a school district could become ill on the very first day of school, and both would be eligible for short-term benefits. However, a teacher in either of the above examples, would not collect SIP benefits until his/her sick days in the local had been used up—to a maximum of 120 days per year in most locals (check your local contract). That means a new teacher, or one with little accumulated sick leave, would exhaust his/her sick leave, and, with medical substantiation of the illness, become eligible for benefits on the day following the last day of sick leave. A teacher with lots of sick leave would, in most locals, be able to use a maximum of 120 of his/her accumulated sick days per school year, and with medical substantiation, then be eligible for SIP benefits on day 121. The benefits for short-term SIP are simple to calculate. The benefit is based on a teacher’s rate of pay on the last day of work before the onset of illness. It is simply 50% of the gross salary—tax free. But, the benefits will never be less than what a teacher would be entitled to receive on Employment Insurance. A teacher on short-term SIP is entitled to 120 days of benefit, or 20 months of benefit if a teacher is working part-time and collecting part-time SIP. In addition, a teacher on benefits continues to accrue pension credit. Teachers on short-term SIP have no deductions from their benefit cheques, but SIP does not provide coverage for MSP, Extended Health, or Dental. Teachers should check the provisions within their own collective agreements on this issue. It’s important that teachers collecting SIP don’t let this coverage lapse. The regulations governing long-term benefits are a little different. To be eligible for long-term benefits, teachers have to have worked for 20 days (one month). Long-term SIP benefits come into effect after teachers exhaust their 120 days of short-term SIP benefits and whatever remaining sick days they may have in their school districts. If a teacher continues to be disabled after short-term SIP, and if there is continued medical substantiation of the claim, that teacher may be eligible for long-term benefits. Those benefits are calculated by a formula: • 65% of the first $25,000 of salary • 50% of the next $40,000 of salary • 40% of everything over $65,000 of salary This benefit is also tax free, and, as in the case of short-term benefits, MSP and Extended Health Benefits are not covered. Check your collective agreement. Patti McLaughlin, SIP administrator, is an assistant director in the BCTF’s Finance and Administrative Services Division. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2011/04/whose-fault-was-it-some-quotes-from.html,Staffroom Confidential: Whose fault was it? Some quotes from the court on teacher bargaining Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Thursday, April 14, 2011 Whose fault was it? Some quotes from the court on teacher bargaining One of the debates that frequents the "comments" section on education blogs is "Whose fault is it?" that teacher bargaining has failed so miserably over the past decade. The recent judgement on Bills 27 and 28, which imposed a settlement during the 2001/2002 round of bargaining, is instructive in answering this question. Excerpts from The Honerable Madam Justice S. Griffin, in her Reasons for Judgement on the BCTF Class size court case: Paragraph 1: The elementary and high school teachers of British Columbia challenge provincial legislation as unconstitutional on the basis that it deprives them of collective bargaining rights, thereby infringing their freedom to associate guaranteed under the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms. Paragraph 9: For the reasons that follow, I have found that most, but not all, of the challenged legislation is unconstitutional as violating the s. 2 (d) freedom to associate and to engage in collective bargaining. Paragraph 11: In summary, the teachers' position is that the provincial government by its legislation unilaterally voided existing terms in their collective agreement, and prohibited future collective bargaining, on the subjects of restrictions on class sizes, class composition (number of special needs children integrated in the class), ratios of non-enrolling teachers to students (teachers not assigned to classrooms, such as librarians, counselors, and special education teachers), and workload. Paragraph 12: The government's position is that these subjects are more importantly matters of educational policy decisions, and ought not to be the subject of collective bargaining. Paragraph 131: The results of the Korbin commission do not support the suggestion that teachers had made unduly rigid demands with respect to class size or composition. The Korbin Report observed that mediation and facilitation processes available under existing labour laws had been working well to resolve disputes in the first period of collective bargaining. (Note: The Korbin Report was written in the mid-90's and she was commenting on a time when teachers bargained locally with school boards, a bargaining model that the BCTF supports.) Paragraph 138: BCPSEA called upon school administrators to document problems with these limits. An association of school principals and vice-principals (BCPVPA) commissioned a survey of school administrators in October 1998. (Note: this was the Bognar survey) Paragraph 139 The Bognar suvery was not designed to obtain neutral and objective information and so it cannot be relied upon as a fair representative sample. Paragraph 141 A representative of BCPSEA, Mr. Rick Davis, also set about to informally gather information from school administrators, designed to illustrate problems with class size and composition limits. (Note: Mr. Davis is now a "Superintendent of Achievement" in the Ministry of Education) Paragraph 144 However, when Mr. Davis was pressed on this affidavit evidence in cross-examination, it became clear that it was not accurate. Paragraph 147 But is is also clear from the government's own evidence that a key reason that school administrators and the government did not like to have class size and composition limits included in collective agreements was the fact that these limits increased costs to school districts. Paragraph 175 On January 22, 2002, the BCTF presented a "Framework for Settlement". BCPSEA rejected this proposal. Paragraph 177 No collective agreement was reached before the government tabled bill 27 and bill 28 in the legislature on January 25, 2002. Paragraph 224 While I do not reject the government proposition that class size is a matter of educational policy, it is also a matter that affects the working conditions of teachers. Paragraph 255 The legislation deleted hundreds of terms of the collective agreement. Many of these terms dealt with subject matters that the parties had been actively negotiating for several months, with the BCTF providing several proposals dealing with these terms at he bargaining table. All of this negotiating exercise and effort was for naught. Paragraph 288 A teacher's work is done both inside and outside of the class room. Teachers must prepare lessons and learning materials, assess individual student progress, arrange special assistance for students in need, perform administrative tasks and marking, and meet outside of classroom hours with students and parents to discuss learning outcomes and disciplinary issues. Increases in class sizes not only impact the management of the classroom, they also result in a greater workload. These effects are compounded the greater the number of special needs students integrated into the classroom, and the fewer the supports from non-enrolling teachers (specialist assistants and other support staff). Paragraph 293 Taking away the right to bargain these matters seriously eroded the bargaining strength of teachers and increased the bargaining strength of the employer. Paragraph 307 By passing this legislation without so much as consulting with BCTF, the government did not preserve the essential underpinning of collective bargaining, namely, good faith negotiation and consultation. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 1:57 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 1 comment: AnonymousApril 16, 2011 at 2:44 PM The language of the judgment is unequivocal. Teachers now have regained vital rights of bargaining and the imposition of draconian measures without due process is unconstitutional. In Surrey, we have been under siege with implementation of a year-long calendar that causes our DL (online) employees to provide support services for 12 months for a mere 10 months of pay. One of the best lines from the judgment came with the declaration that Section 15 of PEFCA is unconstitutional - these are provisions that allow boards to unilaterally change the school year with only superficial parental consultation: [382]I declare ss. 8 and 15 of PEFCA and s. 5 of the Amendment Act to be unconstitutional and invalid. I suspend the declaration of invalidity for a period of twelve months to allow the government time to address the repercussions of this decision. Keep up the good work everyone !ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ▼  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ▼  April (12) Saanich school board votes to restore class sizes ... BCCPAC General Meeting - some interesting motions Saskatchewan teachers vote 95% in favour of job ac... Victoria School Board stalls in negotiations Langara versus the wage freeze Premier Clark says she will respect court decision... Whose fault was it? Some quotes from the court on ... Breaking News: BC Supreme Court finds law restrict... Saskatchewan teachers take strike vote BCSTA and "Waiting for Superman" Me too clauses no barrier - Public employees deser... Trustee Advocacy - Is it happening? ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=14710&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 20, Number 3, November/December 2007 BCTF meets with the minister of education In October, Education Minister Shirley Bond publicly stated her willingness to meet with teachers about the mandated testing issue. BCTF President, Irene Lanzinger asked Bond to make good on her pledge. The meeting took place Tuesday, November 6. The BCTF was represented by Irene Lanzinger, First VP Susan Lambert, Second VP Jim Iker, and Executive Director Ken Novakowski According to Lanzinger: "The minister stated that the government is supportive of the current role standardized tests play in their education agenda. They may not support the way some of the testing data is used by outside parties, but she does not feel government has any control over that. She did not want any commitment to engage in a dialogue about testing to set false expectations for participants." Emery Dosdall, the deputy minister stated that the FSA is a good test but that it is a major problem when FSA results are used for ranking schools. He acknowledged that a dialogue about the collection and use of data would be useful. The minister insisted that she had not heard from anyone in her travels and consultations about what the BCTF calls the "proliferation of testing." Lanzinger responded by underlining that testing "…is a major issue for teachers that they are continually required to administer tests that are unrelated to what is going on in their classrooms." She suggested to the ministry that random testing of students using the FSA—where students or schools were not identified—would still provide the big-picture information that the ministry needed for its work. The minister stated her opposition to the concept of random sample testing but still left the door open for further discussion on the issue of testing. She suggested her staff meet with the BCTF to determine a possible framework for these discussions. While Bond alluded to a university "think-tank" she had participated in that suggested students entering university from BC schools "aren’t ready" for university, Lanzinger turned the conversation back to the number one issue of teachers—classroom conditions. "Teachers," she said, "feel betrayed by the legislation (Bill 33) that was supposed to address class-size and composition issues in schools and instead has become a ‘broken promise.’" The minister indicated that the information about this year’s class sizes was not yet put together and that she would be analyzing it as soon as it was available. She stated that she was concerned about the implementation of Bill 33 but asked that teachers wait until the data was available so we could have a discussion based on up-to-date information. – Murray Dobbin)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12414&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 19, Number 6, April 2007 Freedom writers are pure inspiration for teachers and teens by Janet Nicol The Freedom Writers Diary: How a Teacher and 150 Teens Used Writing to Change Themselves and the World Around Them, by The Freedom Writers with Erin Gruwell, Broadway Books, New York, 1999 "For many, it’s the start of a new day, but for me, it’s the continuation of a nightmare. Every day before I leave my mom me percina with the sign of the cross, praying that I come home safely." So wrote a freedom writer—one of Erin Gruwell’s "unteachable" Grade 9 English students in 1994. The Freedom Writers Diary, a collection of journal entries written by Gruwell’s students over a four-year period, reveals why some mothers were moved to pray for their child. These powerful testimonials describe students’ daily struggle to simply survive, let alone graduate secondary school in racially divided and poverty-plagued America. The book has recently enjoyed a well-deserved reprisal following the release of the movie Freedom Writers, starring Hilary Swank as Ms. Gruwell and a dynamic cast of young actors portraying the diverse and spirited students who find hope in Room 203. Both the book and movie are pure inspiration for teachers and teens. In 1994, rioting in Los Angeles followed the verdict of the Rodney King trial. This set an ominous tone for Gruwell’s first year teaching at Wilson Smith High, a recently desegregated public school in Long Beach. The tensions students endured at home also occurred at school—and in Gruwell’s classroom. But after many setbacks, Gruwell changed teaching tactics. She began to listen to the students’ stories and to teach from their perspective. Students poured a litany of obstacles they faced into their diaries: racism, poverty, sexual abuse, gun violence, drug and alcohol addictions, and cruel peer pressure (including the abusive ritual of initiation with hazings). Gruwell respected the privacy of the journals (sharing was optional) and she did not grade students for this ongoing assignment. It all paid off—her simple strategy opened a door to a whole new classroom relationship between teacher and students. Next, Gruwell selected reading books she believed her students could identify with, including Holocaust literature such as The Diary of Anne Frank and Elie Wiesel’s Night. Students discovered parallels with their own lives. She also guided them to study freedom movements, and so the students dubbed themselves freedom writers. Gruwell brought in guest speakers and conducted field trips connected to themes of racial tolerance, compassion, and freedom. As the media got hold of the changes going on in Room 203, the publicity allowed Gruwell to tap into the community’s economic abundance. She fundraised for projects including a class trip to New York and sponsored prominent speakers, such as Zlata Filipovic, who wrote a diary from war-torn Sarajevo when she was a child. All these achievements—and more—are chronicled by the students in The Freedom Writers Diary. Gruwell fought with the school district to keep the same 150 students in her four English classes, from Grade 9 to graduation. This unconventional request was difficult for school board officials to argue against, given the turn-around of the students and burgeoning media publicity. Gruwell reflected in the epilogue: "Although I’m not an expert on the subject, I’ve always felt that all kids yearn to rebel. Understanding this rebellion nature, I encouraged the freedom writers to use a pen as a means of revolution." The students of Room 203 moved on, and so did Ms. Gruwell, who is teaching her methods at the university level. She leaves the public school system as a brilliant shooting star and not a seasoned veteran who nevertheless made an important difference in many students’ lives and illuminated the power of the teaching profession. Janet Nicol teaches at Killarney Secondary School, Vancouver. For more information about the freedom writers, visit www.freedomwritersfoundation.org.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11270&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2001 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 14, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 2001  10 new BCTF lesson aids 1.  Reading, Writing and Rising Up: Teaching about Social Justice and the Power of the Written Word   Linda Christensen. 110 p. ©2000. This book is a Rethinking Schools Publication, a Wisconsin non-profit educational publisher of books, booklets, and a quarterly journal on school reform, with a focus on issues of equity and social justice. The author is a veteran inner-city school teacher, and this book captures her vision and dedication to teaching disadvantaged high school students. Her style and stories underscore her belief that teaching literacy can be a genuinely empowering experience. The book is filled with samples of student writing from her classes. Grades 8–12 LA 1001—$20.95 2. Cards eh!    Produced by J K Productions. ©2001. Grâce aux cartes et aux symboles traditionnels de Cards eh!, les joueurs peuvent se familiariser avec les faits divers de l'histoire canadienne et parfaire leur connaissance de le géographie du Canada. Le jeu de cartes Cards eh! est un jeu de cartes ordinaire qui peut s'utiliser en outre pour créer de nouvelles variations de jeux de cartes traditionnels. En remplaçant simplement les quatre couleurs standard par les villes, les lieux géographiques, les armoiries et les drapeaux des cartes Cards Eh!, on peut parfaire ses connaissances sur le Canada tout en jouant ses jeux de cartes préférés. Les cartes à jouer Cards eh! constituent un outil éducatif qui peut s'utiliser aussie bien à la maison qu'à l'école. 1e–12e année. LA F9224 —8.00$ 3. How To Write a Story, Grades 4-6   Produced by Evan-Moor, Educational Publishers 96 p. ©2001. This illustrated resource book is packed with easy-to-execute ideas and dozens of writing forms that will assist students in refining their sentence writing skills. Lessons and reproducibles help students learn the parts of the story–characters, setting, plot, conclusion. Reproducible planning forms help students organize ideas and write a rough draft; guidelines for writing in six different genres: realistic fiction, historical fiction, mystery, adventure, fantasy and science fiction; and how to set up a writing and publishing centre, including reproducible story prompts and charts for planning stories in different genres. Note that the book is published in the USA and contains some U.S.-based standards and references. Grades 4–6 LA 9120—$14.95 4. Water: Sharing Our Precious Resource   Produced by FORED BC ©2001. This package, produced by FORED BC in co-operation with government agencies, business, environmental groups and others, contains resource information pamphlets, fact sheets, lesson plans, poster, and a water pollution quiz slide card. Activities include operating a hand-held electrical generator, a school energy audit, water filtration, watership study and a consumer inventory. Students will be introduced to concepts such as groundwater, aquifer, the hydrologic cycle, and renewable and non-renewable resources. Some curriculum links are included in the package. Grades 8–12 LA 4048—$14.00 5.  Millicent: What Is Friendship?    Produced by Learning Through Drama 8 p. ©2000. This drama unit is based on the Robert Munsch book Millicent and the Wind. This process drama focusses on teaching an unfriendly child to be friendly. The drama is based on filling in what the book’s text does not tell. A picture from the book is examined for its implications. The three dramatic activities outlined take about 45 min. to complete. Grades 1–2 LA 8013—$6 6. Pioneers in a New Land   Produced by Learning Through Drama, 19 p. ©2000. This drama unit is based on the book The New Land by Marilynn Reynolds. This process drama, about pioneers in the prairies, uses the illustrations in the book to examine what it is like to start a new life in a new country. The illustrations are the means for taking the children "inside" the immigrant experience. Several drama activities are possible, making for an extensive exploration of the topic. Prescribed learning outcomes for drama, visual arts, language arts and social studies. Grades 3–5 LA 9013—$10 7.  Just Drifting Around: The Cycling of Water, Rock and Air   Produced as a joint venture between the Ministry of Education, the H.R. MacMillan Space Centre, B.C. Science World and Vancouver Aquarium Marine Science Centre, 73 p., ©2000. This unit complements the new B.C. Science Curriculum IRP for K–7. This activity book is a collection of hands-on curriculum-based activities with illustrations, diagrams, photos and instructions to help students in looking deep into the earth and out into the clouds as they travel the cycles of rock, water, and air. Students will witness the creation of a cloud and the hardening of sediments; become scientists exploring the many aspects of earth as a planet by looking at some of the processes constantly bringing about change; and by testing their ability to save the atmosphere from the effects of greenhouse gases. K–7 LA 9599—$23.95 8.  Saturday’s Hero    By Brian Pettit. 152 p. ©2000. This novel is about a somewhat troubled boy who becomes interested in the life of World War I and II flying ace, Raymond Collishaw. In his struggle in pursuing his own research about Collishaw beyond the Internet, the boy questions Canadians’ attitude toward preserving the history of a war hero. Saturday’s Hero is well suited to students in middle and secondary grades where the application of critical thought and analysis applied to such issues as parent/ teen relationships, teenagers in politics, hero acclaim, war in the air, and the process of acquiring a knowledgeable affection for Canada is integral to intended learning outcomes. Teacher’s guide included. Grades 6 and up LA 9113—$16.95 9.  Take a Mathwalk To Learn About Mathematics in Your Community   By Sandy Szeto and Catherine Little, 96 p. ©2000. Take your students on a mathwalk to explore mathematical concepts (numbers, measurements, geometry, algebra, data management, probability) and discover real-life applications of mathematics in the world around us. This fun, practical guide then brings you back into the classroom for activities to help students expand their skills and knowledge beyond what they’ve seen. Includes 10 fun mathwalks; special instructions for each grade level; expectations, evaluation, and assessment ideas; teacher background information; strategies for integrating the mathwalks into science; history and other core subjects; pre- and post-walk activities for the classroom and home use; reproducible mathwalk worksheets and parent involvement sheet; safety guidelines; Internet site and teacher resources. Grade 6–8 LA 9402— $27.95 10.  Mathematics Every Teacher Should Know    By Derek Haylock and Douglas McDougall. 224 p. ©2000 This book offers a systematic explanation of the most basic mathematical concepts and procedures of the elementary school math curriculum. It provides teachers with the tools to encourage students to explore mathematics, emphasizing the development of understanding rather than mere learning by rote. Includes clear, concise chapter objectives and chapter summary; many illustrative examples throughout each chapter; self-assessment questions; end-of-chapter teaching suggestions and answer key. K–8 LA 9405—$36.95 For a complete listing of over 900 BCTF Lesson Aids, consult the catalogue in your school library or the Lesson Aids online catalogue, www.bctf.ca/LessonAids To order any of the above lesson aids, enclose a cheque payable to the BCTF or authorized purchase order to BCTF Lesson Aids Service, 100-550 West 6th Avenue, Vancouver, BC V5Z 4P2. GST and postage/handling are included in the prices. Orders are sent by return mail. Check out the web site for the B.C. Association of Learning Materials and Educational Representatives at www.bcalmer.cafor a source for contacts for many curriculum resources and information.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13114,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 1998 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 11, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 1998 New contract, new rights, new jobs By Garry Litke The new provincial collective agreement negotiated in the spring gives teachers an unprecedented right to audit staffing plans provided by school districts. On September 30, 1998, each district was required to send its non-enrolling staffing plan to the Ministry of Education and to the local office. Each plan listed the number of teacher-librarians, school counsellors, learning assistance teachers, ESL teachers, and special education resource teachers working in the district. Locals compared that plan with data collected by staff reps during data-collection week in late September. Teachers recorded their work on a version of the ministry’s 1530 form. A data-collection officer collated the forms, and in most cases, the numbers agreed with the board’s report. However, one board reported that every teacher who took a class to the library for a book exchange was a part-time teacher-librarian. Another board reported that teaching Career and Personal Planning (CAPP) was part of the counselling program. Some boards designated regular classroom teachers as special education teachers, and some blended learning-assistance assignments with special education. These and other disputes were referred to Vince Ready for expedited arbitration. In addition to the non-enrolling staffing plan, boards provided a plan for K–3 staffing on October 15. It detailed the staffing allocation for the district, and the actual K–3 class size. The data collected in each school was used to corroborate the board’s plan. Of the thousands of primary classes in B.C., only five cases were referred to Vince Ready for arbitration. Hearings began on Saturday, October 24, with a jurisdictional argument. BCPSEA argued that Ready could adjudicate disputes only if a board agreed it was not in compliance with the agreement, and had filed a non-compliance report on September 25. If boards had not reported otherwise, they believed they could not be compelled to participate in the expedited arbitration process. The BCTF argued that if that were true, any board could avoid the expedited process agreement by its own improper reporting. Ready agreed with the BCTF. BCPSEA is appealing the decision. Local hearings on K–3 disputes and non-enrolling issues began on October 29, and they are scheduled throughout November and into December. Settlements continue to occur as boards come into compliance, often on the eve of the arbitration. Every teacher who completed the 1530 form, every union rep who collected and analyzed forms, and every spokesperson who delivered an argument on behalf of teachers deserves recognition and praise for his/her part in the success of the contract implementation. Garry Litke is an assistant director in the BCTF’s Bargaining Division. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/PEA-Newsletter.aspx?id=28427,BCTF> Public Education Advocates Newsletter #3, November 13, 2012  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development PEA newsletter archives 2013-14  2012-13  2011-12    2010-11  2009-10    Home > Publications > Newsletters and Alerts > Public Ed. Advocates Newsletter > 2012-13 Archives Public Education Advocates Newsletter November 13, 2012, Issue #3 BC Liberals won’t provide a clear and sustainable child poverty reduction plan  BC Teachers are calling November, End Child Poverty month, with actions directed at government to launch a comprehensive and accountable poverty reduction plan. Teachers throughout BC know that child poverty is a serious problem across our prosperous province. BC has the highest average wealth in Canada, and there are more millionaires per capita in BC than any other province. Tragically, with the highest rate of child poverty in Canada for eight consecutive years, BC teachers continue to see the faces of children living in poverty every day in our classrooms and communities. Students are coming to school hungry in the morning, without adequate shoes or clothing for our climate, without nutritious lunches in their backpacks, without sufficient funds to join in a field trip or extra-curricular sports or arts activities. When kids go hungry, it’s hard for them to learn. Add in the burden of stress and anxiety and the result for children can be overwhelming. Poor kids grow up in poor families. Imagine trying to eat nutritiously on the current welfare rates in BC—$26 a week per person for food! Teachers and other caring people try to help fill the gaps, but fruit baskets and granola bars in the classroom and other kind acts of individual charity are no way to solve this big systemic problem. British Columbians agree that now is the time to end child poverty Economic analysis from the Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives reveal that it’s more costly to do nothing rather than investing in a poverty reduction plan. It is entirely possible for the provincial government to significantly reduce poverty in BC and, in co-operation with the federal government, to eliminate it entirely. Check out the video. BC is one of only three provinces that don’t have a plan to bring its citizens out of poverty. All that is lacking is the political will. This is economically short-sighted, socially unjust, and morally wrong. We need to get all levels of government to work together and take the following action: • establish a provincial poverty reduction plan • end homelessness by building affordable housing • raise welfare rates and allow recipients to top up social assistance • work toward sustainable food systems that eliminate food banks • enact a living wage policy, see  • provide access to quality, public childcare • make training and education more accessible to low income earners. You name it and most likely BC has the worst record  Despite BC being advertised as the “best place on earth” the BC Liberal government continues to retain a terrible record over the past decade when it comes to serving the best interests of the people of BC.  Now you can add the worst student-educator ratio in Canada to the list. Susan Lambert delivered this message to the Select Standing Committee on Finance and Government Services: Students in British Columbia are being shortchanged in comparison to students elsewhere in  Canada. The teachers of BC are urgently appealing to the Select Standing Committee on Finance and Government Services to recommend to government sufficient increases in education funding to reverse this situation and provide more educational services to BC students.  BC now ranks below the Canadian average in improvements to education funding. Compared to other provinces, BC provided the lowest percentage increase in education funding. More important is the fact that the student-to-educator ratio has remained the highest in Canada because of the funding shortfall. The impact continues to be less student support, fewer learning specialists, and larger classes.  The drastic decline in learning specialists means fewer counsellors, teacher-librarians, ESL teachers, and longer wait times to get students tested for learning disabilities. Even though the population of Aboriginal students has increased, the number of Aboriginal teachers has not. Susan Lambert points directly to the government,”Quite bluntly, BC students have been short-changed by the Liberal government.  It is estimated that it would take the hiring of 5,800 teachers and $500 million to restore BC education to a respectable level.” See more  The sorry state of BC Liberal education funding   The only way to reverse the downhill slide for BC public education is to fix BC taxation policies. The facts show that the generous Liberal corporate tax reduction of more than five percentage points in 2002 created a continuous funding shortfall that could take a new government more than a decade to reverse. To cover the loss of provincial tax revenues, BC Liberals cut public services and public sector jobs. Education was an easy target. Declining enrollment throughout the province became and continues to be the Liberal excuse to close schools, cut student support and consolidate students in the ever increasing trend of split classes.    A glance at the Liberal government Education Plan reveals no real plan. Flip the pages and you will see nothing that resembles a real plan to restore and set out a course of actions to fund any progressive educational change. The BCTF has offered a plan to gradually turn BC public education in a positive direction. Change cannot come without cost. The public needs to see improvements even if they just match the national average.  It could start first with a percentage increase in operating expenditures. BC education funding has not kept up with inflated costs of operating a school district. Inconsistent funding policies have left school districts eliminating programs, ignoring repairs, and selling off valuable properties. Second, the student-educator ratio (2009–10) ranks last in Canada. To bring it up to the national average would mean the injection of at least 5,800 full-time teachers. This would mean more specialist teachers and the restoration of many student services or programs. The cost of improving the quality of BC education could begin with a 10 year plan costing $200 million a year. Essentially, this sum applied annually could be found through realizing more provincial revenue through a modest tax increase. This would truly represent an investment in our kids that would provide educated and informed citizens. What can you do?   Visit First Call, BC’s Child and Youth Advocacy Coalition and join the conversation. Send a message to this government making it clear the Liberal education policy is not working in the best interests of the people of BC. Write your MLA or your school board chair. Speak out for an increased investment in public schools.   Ask others to join our Public Education Advocacy e-mail list to read about the issues and get involved. http://www.bctf.ca/signup.cfm?list=publicedadvocates.  Check out our Facebook page and become a friend. Join us on Twitter.  Visit our new site Better Schools BC  for a close look at the BCTF plan for quality public education. Email Facebook Twitter Friend of public education? Join our e-mail list to read about the issues and get involved. About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13778,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > March 1998 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 10, Number 5, March 1998 District resource centres crucial in supporting teaching and learning by John Caldwell One of the challenges accompanying the implementation of the K-12 curriculum, is access to the learning resources and computer technologies recommended in the curriculum. Schools and teachers, often working in isolation, find it nearly impossible to keep on top of what is recommended, let alone what is new. Teachers are looking for help and leadership. In many school districts in British Columbia, that leadership is provided at the district level by district resource centres. The centres, the titles of which vary from district to district, by providing cost effective and equitable access for all schools in a district, to learning resources and technologies. District resource centre personnel, many of them BCTF members, provide the connection between classroom teachers and learning resources. In many of the district resource centres that remain, personnel do some or all of the following: Work with teacher-librarians, classroom teachers, and administrators to support resource-based learning and teaching across the district. Provide professional development and in-service activities on learning resources and computer technologies. Set up displays of learning resources and new technologies and "field-test" them to see what is appropriate for schools. Maintain an inventory of district and school-based resources that allows sharing, replacement, etc. Ensure that district policies on learning resources and technology provide for fairness and equity and support classroom practices. Assist in the planning and design of new and renovated facilities so that they are suitable for teaching and learning. Develop and promote documents and frameworks to support student information-literacy skills. Provide selection and processing support for learning resources for school libraries and classrooms. That list indicates that the "raison d'être" for district resource centres is to support classroom teachers and students. Access to learning resources from a district resource centre means that the provision of resources can be equitable, available to all schools, and cost effective. This should appeal to the "bottom-line" mentality prevalent in our society. Yet, when they are most needed, district resource centres across the province are slowly disappearing. Along with school libraries, they are a casualty of the educational cutbacks plaguing our educational system. Several centres have been closed or "downsized" and the resources "relocated" to schools. The misguided rationale for this is often that the district is moving toward site-based management and resources are better used if they are closer to the users--students and teachers. It appears that this excuse is more a reflection of the lack of leadership at the district or trustee level than a concern for students and teachers. As many teachers have learned, without the time and expertise to organize these resources and often without a teacher-librarian, the resources soon disappear or are inaccessible when they are needed. During downsizing or closing of district resource centres, many of the staff, including BCTF members, have been reassigned to schools or other district positions. This process has gone unchallenged; accurate statistics on the locations and numbers of closures are unavailable. In the short term, the reduction in district resource centre services causes some inconvenience and extra work for classroom teachers seeking learning resources. In the long term however, it has a major effect on teaching and learning, the introduction of and in-servicing in new technologies, and on equitable access to learning resources. This has been evidenced in at least one British Columbia school district, Vernon, where, based on questionnaires to teachers and school administrators, district resource centre services that were once curtailed have been reinstated. If we wish to maintain the valuable services provided by district resource centres in the districts that still have them, classroom teachers have to be visible and vocal in their support, letting senior administrators and school trustees know that the services are essential to good classroom practice. In districts that have had the services cut, teachers should monitor closely how they have been directly affected and present their case for reinstatement. The British Columbia Teacher-Librarians' Association (BCTLA) and PIMA (Pacific Instructional Media Association) have an advocacy campaign organized to fight for school libraries and district resource centres. Teachers can get information from their teacher-librarian or their local office. Education has become far too complex to expect teachers, on their own, to keep up-to-date with new resources and changing technologies. An active district resource centre provides the support needed to integrate resources and technologies into sound principles of teaching and learning. John Caldwell is a program co-ordinator for school libraries, computer technology, and the district resource centre, Cowichan Valley School District. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=29356&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > March 2013 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 25, Number 5, March 2013   Will you STAND for social housing?  By Jean Swanson and Dave Diewert   Most teachers are lucky enough to be able to afford decent housing. But many thousands of students live in families who can’t afford adequate housing. Some are even homeless. Across BC the low estimates put the number of absolutely homeless people at around 10,000; hidden homeless (sleeping in a car or with friends) at almost 40,000, and at risk of homelessness at about 66,000. In addition, we need about 2,700 more units of social housing every year just to keep up with population growth. Indigenous people, migrants, and women are especially at risk. But the federal government isn’t funding new social housing and the province doesn’t have an ongoing program for it either. A new Social Housing Coalition wants to make social housing an issue for the upcoming May provincial election. Made up of mostly Lower Mainland groups like the Renters’ Union, ACORN, Carnegie Action Project, Streams of Justice, as well as provincial groups like the Council of Senior Citizens’ Organizations, the coalition wants federal and provincial governments to build at least 10,000 units of social housing a year for at least the next decade or so. While 10,000 units would cost about 1% of our BC Gross Domestic Product, it would create about 13,000 direct jobs. The BC government has a number of capital projects that are finished (like the BC Place roof) and spending money on housing would be a good way to keep the economy spinning. Plus several studies show that it’s cheaper to end homelessness than to maintain it. As a way to generate popular political pressure for more social housing, the Social Housing Coalition is holding STANDS FOR HOUSING every Saturday at noon for one hour across the province. So far STANDS have been happening in Kamloops, Port Alberni, Vancouver, Surrey, New Westminster, Burnaby, and Victoria, with others posed to start in Campbell River and Smithers. The coalition hopes they will become contagious and spread throughout the province. The idea of a STAND is based on the action of the Mothers of the Plaza de Mayo, an association of Argentine mothers whose children “disappeared” under the military dictatorship between 1976 and 1983. They stood in a city square every week for years and their white scarves became an international symbol for peaceful protests against profound individual and collective loss. The first STAND in Vancouver began in October 2007. Community Advocates for Little Mountain (CALM) held a STAND every Saturday on the corner of 33rd Avenue and Main Street to protest the destruction of social housing and forced dislocation of a meaningful community. In February 2008, Citywide Housing Coalition (CHC) expanded the STANDS within Vancouver to over a dozen locations, and over the ensuing months CHC and CALM organized STANDS across the province. At one point there were 75 STANDS throughout the province on a single day, and BC teachers played a significant role in that action. Now we are asking people from around the province to take up a STAND for social housing. Raising public awareness of the housing crisis in our province is fundamentally an educational effort; and mobilizing for a political solution through the provision of social housing is a social justice effort. On both counts, teachers have a vital role to play. So here is how you can get involved in a tangible way. All you need is a handful of people willing to gather on a busy corner in your community from noon to 1:00 p.m. on any Saturday beginning now. The coalition will provide STAND kits with a banner that says, “Social Housing Now” on it, eight red scarves, and leaflets explaining the housing crisis and the demands for social housing. If you would like to order a STAND kit and organize a STAND, please e-mail Dave Diewert at ddiewert@shaw.ca.  )
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8964,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, Number 2, November/December 2003 B.C. Liberals learn from Hogwarts High Inquisitor by Nancy Knickerbocker In a bizarre case of life imitating art, British Columbia’s teachers are reporting mysterious parallels between the recent actions of our Ministry of Education and the fictional Ministry of Magic. As the past school year ended, a literary mania swept classrooms across B.C. and around the world. Students and teachers alike eagerly anticipated Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix, the latest in J.K. Rowling’s series about the brave young wizard and his struggle against He-Who-Must-Not-Be-Named. Potter fans of all ages were desperate to read about Harry’s fifth year at Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry, the year he must write the dreaded OWLs--Ordinary Wizarding Level exams. High-stakes testing isn’t Harry’s only problem, however. The unexplained absence of his teacher and friend, Hagrid the giant, is another big worry. But Dolores Umbridge, the new Defense Against the Dark Arts teacher, turns out to be the greatest source of stress at Hogwarts this year. Professor Umbridge begins her introductory speech to the students nicely enough: "The Ministry of Magic has always considered the education of young witches and wizards to be of utmost importance... The treasure trove of magical knowledge amassed by our ancestors must be guarded, replenished, and polished by those who have been called to the noble profession of teaching." (p. 192) Then comes a long discourse on permanence and progress, during which most students’ attention drifts. But to those who were listening, Umbridge gave notice that big change is coming: "Meanwhile, some old habits will be retained, and rightly so, whereas others, outmoded and outworn, will be abandoned. Let us move forward, then, into a new era of openness, effectiveness, and accountability, intent on preserving what ought to be preserved, perfecting what needs to be perfected, and pruning wherever we find practices that ought to be prohibited." (p. 193) Excuse me, professor. Did you say, "Move forward? New era? Accountability?" The plight of Hogwarts’ students sounds disturbingly familiar. Harry’s brilliant friend Hermione realizes there’s "important stuff hidden in all the waffle" of Umbridge’s speech. "It means the ministry’s interfering at Hogwarts," she says, through gritted teeth. Like Hermione, B.C. teachers have been gritting their collective teeth in the face of Liberal laws that are eerily similar to the many high-handed Educational Decrees promulgated by the bad guys in the Ministry of Magic. Their frightening reforms are applauded in the pages of the Daily Prophet. Real-life readers of the daily Province and other CanWest papers will recognize the tone of mandatory enthusiasm for ministry initiatives. MINISTRY SEEKS EDUCATIONAL REFORM DOLORES UMBRIDGE APPOINTED FIRST EVER HIGH INQUISITOR In a surprise move last night the Ministry of Magic passed new legislation giving itself an unprecedented level of control at Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry... This is not the first time in recent weeks that the Minister, Cornelius Fudge, has used new laws to effect improvements at the wizarding school. (p. 275) Educational Decree Number Twenty-Two empowers the minister to overrule decisions made by Professor Albus Dumbledore, the wise and beloved headmaster, who’s trying to protect his students and his school from destruction. It has clear echoes of the Liberals’ Bill 28, which centralized power in the ministry and eliminated provisions to protect learning conditions for children. Educational Decree Number Twenty-Three creates the new position of Hogwarts High Inquisitor, appointed personally by the Minister of Magic and endowed with "powers to inspect her fellow educators and make sure they are coming up to scratch." As Umbridge sweetly explains on first meeting Hagrid: "You ought to know, too, that as High Inquisitor it is my unfortunate but necessary duty to inspect my fellow teachers. So I daresay we shall meet again soon enough." The inspection scenes in Hagrid’s Care of Magical Creatures class and Professor Trelawney’s Divination class read like every teacher’s nightmare, especially teachers facing increased supervision in the climate described by Education Minister Christy Clark: "For too long we’ve had a model that assumes teachers and administrators are enemies and children are widgets. They’re not." (Ahem.) Meanwhile Lord Voldemort, the scariest enemy of all, is marshalling his dark forces. With the Ministry of Magic in complete denial about Voldemort’s return, Dumbledore and other wizards unite to form the Order of the Phoenix. Harry and his classmates want to help, but they aren’t learning anything at all about Defense Against the Dark Arts from Umbridge, who just makes them read the textbook as per ministry policy. But the students are determined to learn, so they convince Harry to teach them in secret. When Umbridge gets wind of the existence of their clandestine study group, she responds swiftly with Educational Decree Number Twenty-Four: Any student found to have formed, or to belong to, an organization, society, team, group or club that has not been approved by the High Inquisitor will be expelled. (p. 313) Surrey teachers and students who tried to establish gay–straight alliances also remember prohibitions against such rebellious student clubs. And, of course, Surrey teachers won’t forget being expelled on ministry orders from a recent news conference. Thousands of B.C. students are enjoying Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix for Rowling’s wonderful characters and energetic narrative. But their teachers enjoy it at another level, and feel a sense of connection with the author. Whether it’s under Margaret Thatcher or Gordon Campbell, we’ve all experienced the same political agenda, and we’re responding with the same skepticism to their educational decrees. "If only we could wave a magic wand and put everything back to normal," one B.C. teacher wistfully wrote. Unfortunately that can’t happen here in the Muggle world, the non-magical realm where real teachers, students, and parents are struggling to defend public education. But, like true Griffindors, we’re going to give it our very best! Nancy Knickerbocker works in communications for the BCTF, and is forever grateful to Harry Potter for magically transforming her youngest child from a reluctant reader into an avid one. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=21901,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 23, Number 4, Jan./Feb. 2011   Classified advertising  TRAVEL/VACATION FRANCE. Ultimate vacations, privately owned, beautiful furn. 1 bdrm. central Paris. Wkly/mthly. 604-738-1876, 604-879-4936, irene.roland@gmail.com, www.ultimateparis.com   MAUI Privately owned, beautiful fully furn. 2 bdrm, 2 bath condo, across from Kamaole Beaches. Great complex, Great location. 250-598-6955. HORNBY ISLAND vacation accommodations, discoverhornby.ca  TOFINO. Owned by a Salt Spring teacher’s family, this cozy condo is on the harbor in Tofino, at Elk Landing, across from The Shelter Restaurant, walking distance to town. To view, go to www.tofino beach homes, go to select your property, go to Eagles Nest. Call 250-725-2570. WHISTLER Condo. Sleeps 4, views, close to village, 604-943-9423, preddyplace@telus.net. BLACKCOMB Luxury 2 bdrm/loft, 3 bath, sleeps 8, ski-in/ski-out, 604-940-0156. GULF ISLANDS Deluxe waterfront cottage, 1 bd./sleeps 4, winter and summer rates, call Alma 250-629-3008, www.ainsliepointcottage.com  SOUTH OF FRANCE villa in lively, lovely market town of Limoux. 4 bdrms. Sleeps 8. 2 bathrooms. All mod cons. Near lake and river swimming and historic Carcassonne. Great rates. Deep discounts for long-term, off-season. www.southoffrancerental.com  PUERTO VALLARTA Bright, clean, quiet, 1 bdrm, 2 blks from beach, downtown, $350/wk., monthly rates. 604-608-4268, dbemc@hotmail.com  WHISTLER 1 bdrm. condo (Whistler Creekside) sleeps 4, hot tub, swimming pool, sauna, kitchen fully equipped, underground parking, close to lifts & stores. Call Jan or John 604-530-0958 or e-mail jpmeagh@shaw.ca  FRANCE BURGUNDY Weekly vacation rentals. Centre of medieval town. Fully equipped studio, 1 and 2 bdrm. apartments. Owned by former BC couple. www.la-charite-sur-loire.com  WHISTLER townhouse, sleeps 6, fully equip. 604-925-7669. VANCOUVER ISLAND oceanfront condo. New luxury 2 bdrm. Panoramic view, steps to the ocean, jacuzzi, pool, 604-274-2396, www.yellowpointretreat.com  SAN PANCHO, MEXICO. Just 40 miles north of Puerto Vallarta, luxury oceanview 2 or 3 bdrm. house, in quaint Mexican village. 40’ heated pool, across the street from 1 mile sandy beach. Weblink: www.casadesuenosmagicos.com  QUADRA ISLAND private cabin for 2. Panoramic ocean, mountain view, soaker tub, www.lunavista.ca   SALT SPRING ISLAND 3 bdrm. waterfront home for rent. $1,200 month/week. Contact Lyn, ljmackey@telus.net   WATERFRONT CONDO Birch Bay, WA. 2 bdrm., 2 bath., available for day, week, or weekend rentals. Complex has indoor pool, hot tub, games room. $100/night. Further info contact Teresa, tvfierro@telus.net or 604-831-4080. WATERFRONT P.E.I. Beautiful 3 bdrm. cottage for rent May through Oct., $1700/wk. July and Aug. or $850/wk. spring/fall. Contact: brucehaven@hotmail.com  BEACHFRONT condos for rent, Mazatlan, Mexico. New 2 or 3 bdrm. Fully equipped, www.whyte.viviti.com, 250-426-6699. WHISTLER CABIN–PINECREST 5 bdrm/ loft, totally renovated with 4 baths, sauna, woodstove, large decks, fully equipped kitchen. By tennis courts and private lake. Seasonal rates from $275/nt. 604-936-3346, e-mail: glush@shaw.ca  OCEANFRONT SUITE VICTORIA BC Weekly vacation rentals. Details at http://judyak.shawwebspace.ca. Contact judyak@shaw.ca or call 250-380-6682. COMOX VALLEY 1 bdrm. fully equipped suite. Beachfront, close to skiing in the beautiful Comox Valley. Bates Beach Resort available nightly, weekly, monthly. Call for prices & photos. rlmurphy@shaw.ca  QUADRA ISLAND Guest cottage with panoramic ocean view. Book early for a reduced 2011 summer rate. Oceanrest229@gmail.com for colour e-brochure. Pet friendly. HAWAII. Private Maui Schooner Resort in Kihei, Spring Break 2011–Sat. Mar. 19 to Sat. Apr 2. Two bdrm./2 bath (sleeps 6) $1,350/wk. or 1 bdrm. condo/1 bath (sleeps 4) $1,150/wk. Contact 604-535-9315. GABRIOLA ISLAND, BC. 2 bdrm. Cottage, 250-247-9883, www.gabriolacottage.netfirms.com, boysen@shaw.ca  TEACHING EXCHANGE. Consider an exchange to another country and receive your regular salary and benefits! Hundreds of BC teachers have done it, why not you? Contact BC Exchange Teachers’ Assoc. teather_t@sd36.bc.ca or go to www.ceef.ca for more information. WANTED–PARIS I am looking for a good cheap, clean and central B&B or small hotel in Paris, France. Please email almassy@qcislands.net or hgta@bctf.ca if you could recommend one. Travelling dates are July 17 returning Aug. 2. OKANAGAN spring break ski. Penticton. 40 min. to Apex. Large house, sleeps 10, with a beautifull panoramic view. Wood burning f/place and full working kitchen. Split level, 2 bath. Contact Jan at crawfordart@telus.net  FRANCE FRANCE 2011 holiday rental. Well renovated converted barn & stoned houses in ancient, traditional vineyard village, SW France. Great walking, cycling, food, wine, Cathar castles. C$765/C$1051/wk. per family. U18. E-mail mjcapper@hotmail.com, visit www.ourhouseinfrance.com.au  MAUI Hawaii, Great S Kihei location, 1 bdrm. with ocean view, across the street from great beach. For more information 209-599-5248 or www.maui342.com  RENT/EXCHANGE VANCOUVER Clean, bright, quiet, centrally located condos at Robson & Bute. 1 bdrm. $95. Daily/wkly/ mthly rates. 604-608-4268, dbemc@hotmail.com  VANCOUVER Newly refurbished, furnished studio apt for rent in West End, 2 blks from Stanley Park & English Bay. Weekly/monthly rates. jkathleen@shaw.ca  MISCELLANEOUS RETIREMENT SEEM IMPOSSIBLE? Not if you start a Mini-Office outlet NOW! Computer a must. www.smartjobbiz.com  SCHOOL TATTOOS. 1,000 tattoos with your school’s logo $149, Visit www.schooltattoos.ca, E-mail info@schooltattoos.ca or call 613-567-2636. OUTBACK KIDS FIELD TRIP “Survivor” team building, lunch, kids rafting… all in one great day! “The highlight of the year!” Glenayre Elementary. “The best field trip ever!” Scott Creek Middle School. www.CanadianOutback.com/outbackkids, info@canadianoutback.com, 1-800-565-8735. DON’T GET BOGGED DOWN! Book a field trip to Burns Bog. Discover the wonders of this globally unique ecosystem. Ask about our teacher’s guides. 604-572-0373 or www.burnsbog.org. TEACHING EXCHANGE opportunity. Counsellor/teacher from central Ontario high school in popular recreational area, interested in teaching exchange to BC for 2011-12 school yr. Interested in exploring this possibility? Email ja.robinson@sympatico.ca  SEE CHINA for free and teach with Tianjiao, English short-term assignments (10 wks) or (20 wks) in Xiamen, Fujian Prov. All levels, primary, intermediate, secondary. Starting next school year (2011-12): Sept, Nov., Feb., April. Contact grahammul@canadatj.com  RESIDENTIAL MORTGAGE LENDING Bill Mercer 604-897-3312, registered mortgage broker, Verico Financial Group, www.verisite.ca/billmercer, bmercer@mtgoptions.ca, taught 33 yrs in SD35. RETIRING SOON? Join the BC Retired Teachers' Association with 47 branches around the province. Services to members: Preservation of School heritage, Guarding members interests, Promoting members welfare. For more information, go to www.bcrta.ca or call 604-871-2260, 1-877-683-2243.   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=23815,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 1, September 2011   Educators of the gifted, talented, and creative children  aegtccbc.ca All BC teachers are teachers of the gifted! In 1996 there were 22,707 identified gifted students in BC. There are presently 7,333 gifted students identified in the province. Changes in the funding formula have reduced the identification of these students with special needs. The students are still there, in our classrooms, and they need special attention to enable their learning to progress. Educators of gifted children recognize the need to specialize our own learning and to specialize our teaching approaches to effectively meet the unique needs of gifted, talented, and creative learners. With this in mind, our PSA supports the regular classroom teacher as well as the gifted program specialist. Educators of the gifted are passionately dedicated to supporting gifted learners. The past executive tallied over 100 years of knowledge and wisdom working with gifted students in our province. Our major event each year is our conference. It is always held on the fall provincial professional development day. Each year we feature a world-renowned presenter in gifted education and respected for work with gifted children. For example, recent presenters have included Carol Ann Tomlinson on Differentiated Learning, James Delisle on Survival Skills for Gifted Kids, Karen Rogers on Re-Forming Gifted Education, Susan Winebrenner on Classroom Strategies, Judy Willis on the Brain, and Joanne Foster on Being Smart about Gifted Education. Presenters design their presentations based on research and on experience-based, effective, teaching strategies. The conference also provides the opportunity to engage in collegial conversations regarding our own effective teaching practices. This fall, on October 21, Tamara Fisher will present “Intelligent Life in the Classroom: Gifted Kids and their Teachers” including “Survival Strategies” and “Creating Doors in Brick Walls,” at the Holiday Inn on Broadway in Vancouver. The conference registration includes membership to the AEGTCCBC. More information and registration is online at www.aegtccbc.ca. In addition to the annual conference, the AEGTCCBC provides grants to educators working with gifted students, gives support for the formation of local specialist associations, provides members with newsletters, and puts on educational workshops for teachers. Our website has copies of past newsletters, news, links, and brochures about special issues for gifted students. All teachers are educators of the gifted, talented, and creative children in BC. In this role we often feel isolated, similar to our students. The AEGTCCBC provides teachers with a way to associate with others who share our passion for meeting the very special needs of these amazing learners. Visit our website at www.aegtccbc.ca for resources and to contact us. Join our PSA at www.bctf.ca and follow the links.  Shirlene Peters, AEGTCCBC president    Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=26868,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > April 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 6, April 2012   President’s message  By Susan Lambert   Rick Moore is an amazing dad, the kind of advocate every child needs. He, like we do, wanted his dyslexic son to access the individualized program he needed in the public system. But the district cancelled the program and he was eventually forced to enrol his son at the Kenneth Gordon private school. Moore took the district and the ministry to court and won but lost on appeal. He is now fighting in the Supreme Court of Canada and we have intervenors status to support his claim. The case is instructive. Rick Moore is still struggling, not for his son who has long since graduated, but for all children to get the programs they need at their neighbourhood public school. Our government has fought him every inch of the way. They have fought this case because it would set up obligations of government to provide both universality and equity of access to programs that allow every child to learn. This government doesn’t believe it can afford universality. So it has systematically and chronically underfunded the system, forced boards to cut programs and encouraged those who are able to purchase private alternatives. Child poverty is not a priority; nor is the growing gap between the rich and the poor. That’s why our relationship with government is so problematic. Public school teachers in British Columbia are struggling hard to maintain the high quality of the system because of our belief in hope. We work so hard because we see a universal high quality public education system as the way we can insert in history, the power to make our world better, more equitable, more sustainable, and more just. This government has done nothing to maintain the quality of the system or its universality. Chronic underfunding, open boundaries, the bring-your-own-device policy, and credits for purchased educational opportunities all benefit those with means, at the expense of those without. The Learning Improvement Fund (LIF) sets up an unconscionable competition that exacerbates the gap between the rich and able and the poor and incapacitated. This is the reason we are in such conflict. Our objectives of a strong profession, class-size and composition criteria that enable us to teach to individual need, support services for those who need them and adequate resources, contradict this government’s vision for public education. The situation challenges our courage, our intellect, and the ethical basis of our professional responsibilities. To address this complex and difficult situation we are employing multiple strategies. Our legal strategies range from challenges to the “mediation” and other aspects of Bill 22, to our continuing effort to achieve justice on the Bills 27/28 case. We also need to mount a political action campaign with both short- and long-term objectives. Using our education platform—Better Schools for BC—we’ll work hard to encourage everyone in British Columbia to value and demand proper funding for public education. We also have to employ a strategic action campaign. Action strategies are critical because they raise our voices and they build the credibility, authenticity, and integrity of our advocacy. Our walk must mirror our talk. We can’t rely on legal strategies or political campaigns alone. Our actions have to be congruent with our beliefs. That’s our ethical obligation as teachers. I recently took my grandson to see The Lorax, and I was reminded of this great Dr. Seuss line: “…unless someone like you cares a whole awful lot, nothing is going to get better. It’s not.” We do care a lot and because we care we act on our beliefs.  Susan Lambert, BCTF president   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=31647,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2014 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 26, Number 4, Jan./Feb. 2014   Mental Health: BCTF Research Teachers as well as students suffer by Charlie Naylor  Did you know that mental illness places a significant toll on the health and welfare of British Columbians? Consider the following: Estimated in any given year, 20% of British Columbians experience a mental illness. Mental illness is the third largest contributor to BC’s burden of disease—and the greatest contributor for people aged 15 to 34. Mental illnesses are leading causes of disability. The World Health Organization predicts that over the next 20 years, depression—not all mental illness—just depression will be the second greatest health burden on earth, the second after cardiovascular disease. International research shows that teachers are at high risk of stress-related disorders. The European Foundation, the United Kingdom Health and Safety Executive, and COMPAS Inc. have conducted research showing that people employed in the health, education, and social service sectors experience high levels of stress due to the front-line work they do. And here in BC, the BCTF’s Salary Indemnity Plan (SIP) spends about $12 million a year supporting teachers suffering from mental illnesses. Teachers also see their students exhibiting mental illness. Anxiety is becoming a growing problem affecting a student’s ability to concentrate on school work. Depression, eating disorders, and OCD–ODD,* rare in the past, are now more prevalent. And with cuts to school-based counsellors, teachers are often at a loss at how to proceed with these students. Recognizing the significant and growing issue of mental illness in schools and society, the BCTF Executive Committee recently passed a comprehensive recommendation to address both teachers’ and students’ mental health. Essentially, the BCTF has a two-pronged plan that focuses on teachers and students. We will focus on teachers’ mental health by examining Salary Indemnity Plan (SIP) data linked to mental illnesses and also provide locals and members with pertinent mental health information. Secondly, the BCTF will focus on students’ mental health in a number of ways, including promoting the BCTF’s Teaching to Diversity web page, connecting members with a mental health discussion forum, advocating for mental health resources, and calling for the restoration of school counselor positions. BCTF Research is analyzing data for every BC school district that shows wide disparities in SIP claims for mental disorders: Why do some districts have much higher claims than others? While we believe that some age and gender demographics are indicators, we are also considering other contractual and contextual factors, such as a member’s access to the number of accumulated sick days or the level of conflict in a district. Several provincial specialist associations (PSAs) such as school counselors, learning assistance teachers, and alternate educators offer conference sessions on students’ mental health issues, while the BCTF Teaching to Diversity web page is developing a section on students’ mental health, with a range of resources and related links: bctf.ca/teachingtodiversity   Teachers Diana Mogensen and Lily Yiu (both BCTF members who teach at Children’s Hospital Eating Disorders’ Unit), and Dave Mackenzie, a Vernon school counselor who attends the BC School Mental Health Coalition Network, have campaigned for a greater recognition of mental health issues within the union. The BCTF also hopes to connect with an upcoming “School Connectedness” initiative funded by the Ministry of Health. Students who are well connected or feel that they belong at their school are at lower risk of mental health disorders. This initiative will explore and document approaches to strengthening school connectedness for students. If you teach in a school where such initiatives are taking place, and wish to have your school considered for this project, please contact either Charlie Naylor in BCTF Research (cnaylor@bctf.ca) or Dave Mackenzie (dmackenzie@sd22.bc.ca) of the school counsellors’ PSA. * OCD–ODD: Obsessive Compulsive Disorder–Oppositional Defiance Disorder Charlie Naylor, BCTF Researcher  Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=15660,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2008 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 20, Number 6, April 2008  New teachers' conference By Mohamed Chelali New teachers represent the renewal of our profession and their needs and interests are of utmost importance to our society. The BCTF New Teachers’ Conference is designed to welcome, support, and guide new teachers entering the profession. It is one of the finest professional development events that one can attend. The conference is always popular because the presenters are almost all active classroom teachers and they volunteer their time and energy to share their passion and knowledge with their colleagues. The needs of beginning teachers are different as they enter the era of teaching in the digital age. Beginning teachers not only require initial assistance, advice, and information, but also need ongoing support during their first few years of teaching. This conference was designed to explore best teaching practices, current challenges, research, and innovation. It is always the BCTF’s goal to offer workshops that are interactive, collaborative, practical, analytical, and cover a range of teachers’ needs from elementary to secondary. They are also designed to cover different subjects and topics. The 2008 conference featured presentations on BCTF services and interests such as wellness, pensions, the collective agreement, research, classroom management, integrating students with special needs, student assessment, teaching and learning with technology, and working with parents. Justin Look from Surrey was impressed by the 2008 conference offerings. "It was a good way to not only attend helpful workshops but to meet a wide array of teachers with whom I could share information and ask questions. It was great to meet others in the field who can inspire ‘newbies’ like myself. I was glad to have a conference like this right at the beginning of my career." Ashley Filipe, new teacher from Southeast Kootenay, explains "Just looking around the room, I see hundreds of other people just like me—beginning teachers eager to learn more, grow, share, interact, and reflect." Unlike most 2008 conference attendees, Trisha Shlakoff, from Surrey, already has some teaching experience and found the 2008 conference very helpful. "I only wish I had taken this workshop prior to my first-year teaching job, as there were many ideas I could have used in the beginning of the year." Student teacher Krystle Kalanj from SFU was impressed by the quality of presenters. "The conference provided a sense of being professionally valued. I attended a workshop titled, New teacher triage: practical ideas for creating the dynamic classroom. It was brilliant. The presenter provided experienced insight and valuable resources. The only downside was running out of time." Who are the best teachers of teachers? Teachers of course...just ask them about their own learning. Who inspired them to become teachers? Who helped them when they became teachers? To whom do they constantly turn for advice? Where do they get many of their ideas? The most common answer is almost universal—other teachers. And this is why the whole theme of the BCTF conference was partnering for success—teachers helping teachers. Once again, we had very talented and skilled workshop presenters. Susan Ruzic gave a workshop on ADT/War Toys to Peace Art. She said, "It is very refreshing to work with teachers new to the profession. They are very optimistic and keen to try new ideas." Most attendees affirmed that they have gained a great deal of advice, instruction, strategies, and practical ideas that they can use directly in their classes. Teaching is a never-ending story—it is a journey of passion and hope. Beginning teachers teach from the heart—they are the new guides not only to teach but also to stimulate and motivate. They know how to instil in the minds of the citizens of tomorrow the love of learning and the passion of education and social justice. Mohamed Chelali is an assistant director in the BCTF’s Professional and Social Issues Divison and co-ordinator of the BCTF French Programs and Services. New teacher quotes: Kim Daniels, Southeast Kootenay I have a practical "To Do" list and great new ideas to try. The conference provided an opportunity to feel like I’m not alone in what can be such an overwhelming profession. It’s a great way to meet new teachers who are in the same stage of their career as I am. A great opportunity to network and share resources. Amanda McGaughey, Coquitlam The workshop with Dave Comrie, Dealing with difficult students, took a valuable approach to its format by examining our own personal stories and cases and applying his ideas to our unique experiences. It was a wonderful change and a nice way to experience a workshop. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Foster parents are ordinary people engaged in extraordinary acts of kindness. Join the team! http://t.co/6jUkcsOp6V" @Teresa_Wat - 04:31pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet ""Everyone laughed when I said I wanted to open a button store" http://t.co/4AVIQWDBfB #smallbiz #entrepreneur" @naomiyamamoto - 06:39pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12040,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2001 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 13, Number 5, March 2001 Inner-city schools: Canaries for the public school system by Sam Fillipoff Inner-city schools can be compared to the canaries that were taken into coal mines to signal a deteriorating environment with their demise. If the signal was noticed quickly enough, the miners could exit the shaft before tragedy struck. Inner-city schools are like those canaries because the schools are in danger of collapse as result of neglect, misunderstanding, and underfunding. Will we notice quickly enough to avoid the demise of inner-city schools? Inner-city schools are special places. They are the places where the most vulnerable children in our society receive their education. There is little doubt that poverty is the most telling indicator of need for the children who attend these schools. In addition to poverty are factors such as crime, hunger, transience, prostitution, homelessness, emotional neglect, single-parent families, physical and sexual abuse, English as a second language, delayed language development, social and cultural barriers, violence in the home and community, refugee/immigrant status, drug and/or alcohol dependency, fetal alcohol or drug syndrome, and other special needs. These factors reach a “critical mass” when compounded and have a debilitating effect on individual children and their school. Every school has children who live in such unfortunate circumstances. What makes an inner-city school different is that it seeks to provide a quality education in an environment in which a substantial number of children have a critical mass of such factors affecting their lives. The majority of inner-city school children commence school delayed in language and social development. Inner-city school children possess intelligence comparable to any other child in the public-school system. They need proven programs that develop literacy, numeracy, and social skills. Their need for continuity, consistency, and compassion from teachers and other adults in their lives is crucial. The children particularly need prolonged periods of time to develop trusting relationships with adults in order to learn and develop to their potential. Equality of educational opportunity is available to every child in our province. What is not available to inner-city school children is equity of educational outcomes. For example, equity of educational outcomes would occur when distribution of reading, writing, and math outcomes showed that every child was achieving at or above grade level. Public schools differ from other institutions in that they have a mandate to serve all children and to enroll and retain every child within the system. While equality of results and excellence for all are clearly desirable goals, there are many barriers to overcome before equity can be achieved. Public schools have long provided excellent services to their varied school communities by adapting to meet the needs of students and families. Funding cutbacks to education over the past decade have had a cumulative effect of reducing services in all schools; however, inner-city schools have been disproportionately affected. The canaries in these schools are chirping, signalling that their demise may be imminent. The following are the demographics for a typical inner-city school in Vancouver: over 80% of the students and their families live in poverty; most live in single-parent families with the mother. 52% of the children are of Aboriginal ancestry; within this group are numerous nations and tribal groups representing a diversity of cultures and languages but lacking any organized political representation. 40% of the children are recent immigrants or refugees to Canada, bringing memories of war, atrocities against their families, and deep emotional wounds that need healing and understanding. English is not their first language. 40% of the children have significant special needs; most of the needs are social, emotional, and behavioural. According to Ministry of Education criteria for behavioural needs, there are at least two severe and several moderately severe students in every classroom. 30% of the children live in foster care. Children with fetal alcohol or narcotic syndrome make up 8% of the population. The school has a high absentee and transience rate, with a stable population of only 30%. Many of the children come to school hungry. Healthcare, proper diet, and physical fitness are often at minimal levels. The result for many children is poor health and lack of sustained energy. The children do not choose poverty. Poverty is not just having too little money to live comfortably. Poverty creates loss of self-respect, loss of personal freedom, and poor physical and mental health. It makes access to everything and every place in the larger community difficult. It can often be a humiliating experience. Parents attempting to secure services their children need feel frustrated and powerless. Many families with children attending inner-city schools live in crowded, noisy, substandard housing. Some students live in abusive relationships with no means to escape. Alcohol and drug abuse often leads to family violence. Children are exposed to prostitution and frequently witness events from which they should be shielded. The cumulative effect of all these stresses on children attending inner-city schools cannot be overstated. Many inner-city children carry their burdens with resiliency and grim determination. There is much to admire in their courage and endurance. Students generally enjoy coming to school. It provides a safe, caring, and respectful environment. It can also provide them with the skills and knowledge that will enable the student to construct a hopeful future. Inner-city schools may need a special “bubble zone” of procedures that will encourage and allow innovation and alternative practices. If we agree that society has an obligation to provide equitable educational outcomes for all children, carrying out that obligation is even more imperative for children living in poverty. A truly democratic society with an effective public school system would provide all children with the teaching and learning experiences that prepare them to become fully participating citizens in their community, their city, and their country. The child is the same child even if his or her label changes from student, patient, ward, or offender. Our tax dollars would be better spent if they went into prevention rather than intervention. We have an opportunity to ensure a healthy environment for the canaries of the public school system. By ensuring not only the survival but also the enhancement of inner-city schools, we will be able to achieve equity of educational outcomes. In doing so, we will improve learning and working conditions for everyone. Sam Fillipoff teaches at Grandview/?Uuqinak’uuh Elementary School, Vancouver. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141007,www.huffingtonpost.ca,http://www.huffingtonpost.ca/news/ottawa/2/,Ottawa: Pictures, Videos, Breaking News Using a mobile device? Go to m.huffingtonpost.com for huffpost mobile. Doug Ford Vancouver Calgary Mind The Gap More Log in Create Account Notifications Profile Settings Logout Edition: CA BR Brasil CA Canada DE Deutschland ES España FR France IT Italia JP 日本 (Japan) KR 한국 (Korea) MG Maghreb UK United Kingdom US United States Region: All Canada All Canada Alberta British Columbia Québec (en français) Follow FRONT PAGE Politics Ford Still Doesn't Understand Racism51 Kenney Posts Photos Of Iraqi Children To Make Case For ISIL Airstrikes91 Clinton: Canadian Help In ISIL Fight 'Indispensable'44 Unvetted Judge Joins Supreme Court42 Canada Sends Advance Team To Middle East109 Go to Politics More in Politics The Pulse Stephen Harper You might also like US Politics UK Politics Business Porn Company Has A Raunchy Deal For Air Canada Pilots Sun News Just Lost Its Main Source Of Content; What Now?48 Canadian Cities Surprisingly Unpopular Destinations For Workers This Is How You Rack Up U.S. Roaming Charges While In Canada14 Look What China Might Actually Build47 Go to Business More in Business Small Business Money You might also like Tech TechCrunch Autoblog WorldPost Spanish Nurse First To Contract Ebola Outside West Africa518 It's Been 3 Weeks Since Anyone's Seen Kim And Rumors Are Swirling91 3 New Findings On ISIS Weapons That You Should Know About Kurds Face Massacre In Syrian Border Town As Turkey Just Watches334 American Held Hostage By ISIS: 'I Am Obviously Pretty Scared To Die'70 Go to WorldPost More in WorldPost Foreign Affairs World Elections Arab Uprising Afghanistan War Syria Crisis You might also like Travel Impact Living 100 Pumpkin Carvings That Will Inspire You Fried Maple Leaves Are A Delicacy In Japan, And We're Jealous WATCH: HuffPost Readers School Us On Toronto's Real Must-Eats Toronto Dubbed Fourth Most Livable City In The World 33 Signs You Live In Liberty Village Go to Living You might also like Healthy Living Food Recipes Divorce Women Parentdish Green Post50 Weddings Style Best Halloween Costumes For Men And Women Most Offensive Products In Retail Canadian Model Coco Rocha Is Pregnant! LOOK: Matthew McConaughey Wears 'Dazed And Confused' T-Shirt Go to Style More in Style Beauty Fashion Celeb Style Entertaining and Etiquette Stylelist Canada Wedding Style Home Style You might also like Style (U.S.) Weddings Stylelist Canada Entertainment Kris Jenner Opens Up About The Late Robert Kardashian Blake Lively Is Pregnant!30 Mariah Carey Proves She's Not Lip-Synching42 Is This Where George Clooney And Amal Alamuddin Honeymooned? Pregnant Kelly Rowland Poses Topless In Black And White Photo Shoot Go to Entertainment You might also like Music Celebrity TV Moviefone Arts The Glamorous History Of Pin-Up Like You've Never Seen It Before Here Are A Bunch Of F*cking Delightful Artsy Cat Photos. You're Welcome. This Is What It Really Looks Like To Be A Modern Day Nun New Animation-Inspired Art Show Will Make You Yearn For Saturday Morning Cartoons Go to Arts You might also like Books Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Religion Alberta 20 Puppies Found Abandoned In Field Anti-Abortion Postcard Targets Tory MP.. Again26 Mystery 'GPO Girl' Turns Up In Calgary Jim Prentice: Time A Critical Factor In Alberta Worker Shortage12 Go to Alberta More in Alberta Alberta Politics Alberta Business Alison Redford Calgary Edmonton British Columbia B.C. Teen Killed By Train Was Wearing Headphones, Texting: RCMP13 Anthem Singer's Fall Is Lesson In Showmanship Pastafarian Loses B.C. Driver's Licence Over Holy Colander Elderly Asian Women Attacked In Vancouver Lawyers Of Convicted Surrey Six Gangsters Want Mistrial Go to British Columbia More in British Columbia B.C. Politics B.C. Business Christy Clark Vancouver ALL SECTIONS News Canada Politics Canada Business US Politics US Business World Media Sports Education Crime Weird News Good News Daily Finance Entertainment Entertainment Music TV Celebrity Comedy Art Books Moviefone Life & Style Living Style Home Healthy Living Taste Weddings Travel Parents Divorce Huff/Post 50 Marlo Thomas OWN Tech & Science Tech Science Green Techcrunch Engadget TUAW Joystiq Voices Impact Women Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Religion College Teen Local Quebec (French) Calgary Montreal Ottawa Toronto Vancouver Winnipeg Mapquest Patch.com Our Mobile Apps iPhone iPad HuffPost Live iPad Android Phone Android Tablet British Columbia B.C. Politics B.C. Business Christy Clark Vancouver rss of this page Like 1 featured blog posts GE's CEO Can Rescue the Oil Sands General Electric Co. chairman and chief executive officer Jeff Immelt is just what Canada needs to develop its oil sands -- an American leader with stature in Washington, Wall Street, the oil patch and Silicon Valley. Diane Francis Editor-at-Large, The National Post     How Harper Pushed Through a Pipeline Based on Flawed Analysis Approval was given despite the negative findings of hundreds of scientists from across Canada and around the world who signed a letter to Prime Minister Harper in June. Indeed, Harper could hardly reject a pipeline in his own country when he had told the most powerful leader in the world in September 2013 that he "won't take no for an answer" on the Keystone XL pipeline. Capt. Trevor Greene Author, There Is No Planet B; Promise And Peril On Our Warming World New Poll: Canadians Think Oilsands Contribute Way More to the Economy Than They Actually Do According to the poll, conducted by Environics and commissioned by Environmental Defence, 41 per cent of Canadians believe the importance of the oilsands to the economy is six to 24 times higher than it actually is. And a full 57 per cent of Canadians overestimate the value of oilsands to the country's economy. Carol Linnitt Site Manager and Director of Research for DeSmog Canada A Canada Day Tour Of The Nation Canada celebrates its 147th birthday on July 1 and Vacay.ca has team members in the nation's four largest metropolitan areas. Here's what's happening on Canada Day in Toronto, Montreal, Calgary and Vancouver. Vacay.ca Concierge to Canada How Taxes Could Affect the Leafs and Senators Next Season There's a lot of speculation that the Ottawa Senators and Toronto Maple Leafs will be active this free agent season. Both teams failed to make the playoffs last year and will likely pursue new players to get them back into contention. But taxes can be a roadblock to attracting new talent. Sean Speer Associate Director of Government Budget and Fiscal Policy, Fraser Institute   There's No Excuse For Failure on Maternal and Child Health Anymore The officials revealed that Prime Minister Stephen Harper was about to announce that Canada would renew its five-year $2.85-billion commitment to saving the lives of mothers, babies, and children who die needlessly from preventable causes around the world every year. After we digested that, there were lots of smiles in the room. Rosemary McCarney President and CEO, Plan International Canada Inc. Why Harper's "Trickle Over" Plan is Not Working Prime Minister Harper says he won't lift a finger to help the environment because he's working too hard to protect jobs. In fact he is imperiling our future by blocking innovation in order to support a fading industry: fossil fuels. Instead of the discredited trickle down theories of the right we now get "trickle over" from Harper. Russ Blinch Chief Scribbler, CopyCarbon.com The Nutrition for Growth Summit One Year Later: Big Plans Require Bigger Investment in Local Capacity If we fail to start making more meaningful investment in this kind of capacity development now, we may well find ourselves still struggling with inadequate health systems and limited human resource capacity not only come 2020, but 20 years down the road and beyond. Kathy Spahn President and CEO, Helen Keller International Canadian Law Makes It Cheaper to Prevent Oil Sands Leaks Than Clean Them Up As the Canadian government pushes a new law rendering pipeline companies liable for all damages from leaks and spills, the only friend to both sides in this polarized world of dirty oil sands is leak prevention technology. James Stafford Editor, Oilprice.com The Senate Loses One of Its Best as Romeo Dallaire Departs For reasons which are amply documented and well-known, as a Senator Romeo Dallaire committed himself to the most serious of issues: prevention of genocide, Post-traumatic stress disorder (or PTSD), child soldiers, conflict resolution and investigation into crimes against humanity. He is, in other words, a champion of causes that are for most politicians quagmires to be circumnavigated. The departure of Romeo Dallaire means that there will be one less serious, hard-working and principled member in the Upper Chamber. Wayne K. Spear Writer and host of The Roundtable Toronto. Harper Is Willing and Able to Keep Canada Under Surveillance Yes, there have always been spies and espionage, all with the aim of stopping some calamity, the existential threats. But thanks to Snowden, the computer geek with the highest levels of clearance, we now know the U.S. has turned its giant spying apparatus on its own people. We also know, thanks to Snowden, that the Harper government is a willing participant and keen to add to our rapidly ballooning surveillance state. And future consequences may be dire. Russ Blinch Chief Scribbler, CopyCarbon.com What I Learned This Week: The Three-Word Secret to Tourism Success Most greeting moves are micro, but their effects are macro.They set the mood and the tone for one's stay, no matter how long and no matter where, be it a few nights in property, two weeks at a destination or even an hour or so at a simple restaurant or attraction. Andy Nulman President of Just For Laughs The Largest Expense in a Canadian Family's Budget Will Surprise You Like other Canadians, you work hard for your money. Faced with essential expenses such as food, clothing, and shelter, your household budget may feel squeezed. But what if we told you, your family's biggest expense is taxes? Charles Lammam Associate Director of Tax and Fiscal Policy, Fraser Institute Real Estate and the City: What You Need To Know in 2014 Feeling caught in between a rock and a hard hat when it comes to real estate? Is a good deal feeling all too elusive? Cheer up prospective property owner! Here are 10 buyer/seller trends that will help you build your knowledge (and net worth). Sara Graham Content Producer | Entrepreneur Canada's Future Lies in Small Politics Canadians' politics are local, not national. The lack of confidence in governments to take on the country's big issues means Canadians trust their governments with smaller, achievable goals. Affordable, doable policy solutions trump vague, grand promises, programs, or visions. Cole Hogan Originally from Prince Albert, Saskatchewan. University of Saskatchewan alumnus. Director of the Walter Scott Centre, a Saskatchewan focused think tank. More Taxes Buy More Government, Not a More Civilized Society "Income tax has made more liars out of the American people than golf," said the American humourist Will Rogers. Indeed, but let's not stop there. In Canada, debates over taxes, government and civilization lead some journalists and others into the land of make-believe. Mark Milke Senior Fellow, The Fraser Institute Canucks Lose A Sedin AND Heritage Classic Quick Read | Comments | 05.02.2014 Show Jason Garrison Your Best Beard Quick Read | Comments | 02.27.2014 Stephen Harper Marks Chinese New Year By Announcing China Trade Boost Quick Read | Comments | 04.10.2014 WATCH: Penguins Goalie Makes Unreal Glove Save Quick Read | Comments | 02.04.2014 Accused Of Beating, Drugging, Threatening Teens Quick Read | Comments | 03.30.2014 Third Set Of Bones Found Near Peace Tower Quick Read | Comments (32) | 02.06.2014 Mounties Step Up Parliament Hill Surveillance Quick Read | Comments (36) | 02.06.2014 The Harper Government's New Plan Quick Read | Comments (25) | 01.27.2014 AG Takes Swipe At Harper Government Over Ships Quick Read | Comments | 01.26.2014 Seeing Harvard Students Be Wrong Is Satisfying Quick Read | Comments (22) | 11.22.2013 WATCH: Sens Goalie Leaves Ice On Stretcher Quick Read | Comments | 11.04.2013 'Arrogant And Out Of Touch' Quick Read | Comments (306) | 01.23.2014 Toews Powers Blackhawks Past Senators Quick Read | Comments | 10.30.2013 PQ Minister: Harper Government's Move A 'Devious' Attack Quick Read | Comments (448) | 01.23.2014 About Ottawa Ottawa is the capital of Canada and the fourth largest city in the country (812,129 population in 2006 census). It was founded as Bytown in 1826 and incorporated in 1855 with a new name derived from the Algonquin word adawe, which means "to trade." Ottawa was appointed Canada's capital city by Queen Victoria in 1857 and is home to Parliament Hill, the National Library and Archives, the National Gallery, the Museums of Civilization, Contemporary Photography, Nature, War and Science & Technology. The city also boasts two professional sports teams, the Ottawa Rough Riders and the Ottawa Senators. Most Popular Ottawa Stories 7vDg1%2F6MDUgDEbvPZ2XSbBxj1zPJj%2Fi1L4ybWO73gwo%3D bmQ59hLfbCIT7bKdD4P3vUOpHIM8WEahpj3N8ETotMg%3D YvY4mk7BWUDyZ6B7znxNGiu%2Fwlgq1gObs7IjNA84Hf0%3D 1 of 3 How Tories Bully Charities and Abuse Power 0 Comments Canada Needs to Reject Radical Right Thinking 0 Comments Action Bronson Leaves Stage, Uses Port-A-Potty, Keeps Rapping At Ottawa Bluesfest (VIDEO) 1 Comments Misbahuddin Ahmed, Former Ottawa Hospital Technician, Guilty On Terror Charges, Acquitted On Explosives Count 10 Comments Harper Economic Record Attacked Quick Read | Comments (163) | 01.23.2014 Shad Takes A Swipe At Jay Z, Canadian Government Quick Read | Comments | 10.17.2013 Vancouver MP Draws Fire For Harper Tweet Quick Read | Comments (62) | 12.16.2013 Harper In 'Nightmare Scenario,' NDP Say Quick Read | Comments (427) | 10.13.2013 Stephen Harper Has Some Style Cred Quick Read | Comments | 10.07.2013 PHOTOS: Protesters Demand Justice For Canada's Aboriginal Women Quick Read | Comments (122) | 01.23.2014 LOOK: Buy House In Ottawa, Get Free Car Quick Read | Comments (14) | 09.25.2013 Military Was Furious About Not Being Able To Court Martial Spy Quick Read | Comments (66) | 11.22.2013 Who Isn't Impressed With Harper Government Quick Read | Comments (282) | 11.21.2013 Ontario Tories Use 'Train Wreck' In Statement, Regret It Quick Read | Comments (15) | 11.18.2013 LOOK: Twitter Reacts To Ottawa Tragedy Quick Read | Comments | 09.18.2013 LOOK: Train, Bus Collide In Ottawa Quick Read | Comments | 09.18.2013 Pages:   1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 HUFFPOST'S BIG NEWS PAGES Doug Ford Still Doesn't Understand Racism Doug Ford Vancouver Lotto Winner Sues Investment Adviser For Allegedly Losing Half His Jackpot Vancouver Hospitality Suite For Calgary City Councillors At FCM Conference Raises Concerns Calgary Regional Inequality In Canada Among Worst In Developed World: OECD Mind The Gap Alberta Oilsands Monitoring Program Lacking: Auditor General Alberta Politics RBC Branch On Fire Painting Likely Won't Win RBC Contest Royal Bank of Canada Funny Halloween Costume Ideas: 20 Creative Outfits You Won't Regret Halloween Weight Lost: How This Woman Went From Trendy Diets To Personal Trainer Lost It The 10 Most Regrettable Oil Patch Gaffes Alberta Business How The Housing Market Beats Up On First-time Buyers Real Estate Canada LOL-Worthy Video Skewers Air Canada's Absurd Luggage Rules Air Canada Iraq Combat Mission: Commons Set To Vote On CF-18 Deployment John Baird more big news pages » Advertise | Make HuffPost your Home Page | RSS | Careers | FAQ User Agreement | Privacy | Comment Policy | About Us | About Our Ads | Contact Us Copyright © 2014 TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. | "The Huffington Post" is a registered trademark of TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. All rights reserved. Part of HPMG News)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13538&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 20, Number 1, September 2007 Teacher induction, retention, and mentoring Conference October 2627 October 2627, 2007 conference "Joining hands: Network for building collaborative cultures and practices--Teacher induction, retention, and mentoring is presented by the UBC School Leadership Centre. Jane Miles and Tom Howe from The New Teacher Center at the University of California, Santa Cruz and Richard Lange and Scott Scarfidi from ASCDs Mentoring, Leadership, and Resource Network will join BC educators on October 26 and 27, 2007, in exploring the importance of induction and mentoring programs for teachers. (http://slc.educ.ubc.ca) The next five years will see enormous demographic changes in the classrooms of British Columbia. As experienced teachers leave the profession, BC will likely lose a vast bank of teacher expertise. Each year for the past five years approximately 1,500 teachers have retired. This past year the figure was 1,805. With about 35% of the teaching workforce between the ages of 50 and 59, and an average retirement age of 59, we can expect retirements to remain close to 2005 levels for at least the next five years. This means we can expect approximately 10,000 retirements over the next five years. The universities and university-colleges in the province graduate approximately 1,800 to 2,000 from teacher education programs per year. Ten thousand teachers with many years of experience will therefore be replaced by a cohort of new teachers. Together with recent retirements, this will change the demographics of the teacher population in BC.  There are approximately 6,400 teachers with five or fewer years teaching experience. This represents about 19% of the teacher workforce.  There are currently about 6,536 teachers on call. This number is about 900 more than recorded in the January 2006 snapshot. Considerable work is under way to cope with the transition of positional leadership (principals, vice-principals, superintendents). However, there is an urgent need to ensure that the accumulated knowledge and experience of teachers is captured and passed on to those entering the profession, so the potential for teacher leadership can also be recognized and developed. This might happen through a number of approaches, including teacher inquiry and mentoring. Some school districts (Burnaby, Coquitlam, Vancouver), universities, and the BCTF have already embarked upon initiatives to begin addressing this issue. The BCTF, for instance, currently supports teacher inquiry and mentoring in several school districts. UBC has developed a number of courses and projects with school districts to assist teachers in developing their research and leadership skills. We need to find ways to build on those initiatives, develop others, form networks, and to disseminate knowledge and processes throughout BC. Registration information for this conference is available at: http://slc.educ.ubc.ca/JoiningHands/October2007Conference/Joining Hands-ConferenceProgram.htm. For more information contact: Dr. John C. Moss, t: 604-827-5350, f: 604-822-8234, e-mail: slc.edu@ubc.ca, web: www.slc.educ.ubc.ca.)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20140925,www.familiesfundingteachers.ca,http://www.familiesfundingteachers.ca/wp-includes/js/tinymce/plugins/paste/?C=S;O=A,Index of /wp-includes/js/tinymce/plugins/paste Index of /wp-includes/js/tinymce/plugins/paste Name Last modified Size Description Parent Directory   -   plugin.min.js 29-Aug-2014 12:50 12K   plugin.js 29-Aug-2014 12:50 37K   Apache/2.2.16 (Debian) Server at www.familiesfundingteachers.ca Port 80)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "Eid Mubarak to all those celebrating in BC!" @bcliberals - 06:52pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8924,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, Number 3, January/February 2004 The cost of those government ads In October we filed a Freedom of Information request to find out how much taxpayer money the government spent to try to convince British Columbians that they had increased funding for schools and to promote their new web site—AchieveBC. On December 22, 2003, we received the information. The print ads with the mystifying graphs showing the gigantic increases in funds for schools cost British Columbians $545,099. The TV and print ads to promote the government web site AchieveBC cost British Columbians $954,876. The B.C. Liberals are also using government money to try to convince British Columbians that healthcare is improving under their administration. This represents yet another broken promise by Gordon Campbell. He was severely critical of the former government for spending tax dollars on advertising. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12838&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2000 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 12, Number 4, Jan./Feb. 2000 Legislative changes necessary for local bargaining by Peter Owens The BCTF has made a number of proposals to government for legislative changes which would make possible the return to local bargaining. The government imposed provincial bargaining in 1994 by enacting the Public Education Labour Relations Act (PELRA). It made the B.C. Public Schools Employers’ Association (BCPSEA) the bargaining agent for school boards. There have been two rounds of negotiations under this legislation and both rounds were only completed after intervention by the provincial government. A number of problems became evident with provincial bargaining not the least of which is the creation of BCPSEA, which has no constituency to which it is accountable in any real sense. BCPSEA has consistently taken the position that core provisions of our agreement, such as firm class-size limits, must be removed or weakened. Our legislative proposals for a return to local bargaining would involve repealing PELRA and replacing it with the following: The basic bargaining unit would again be the teachers employed in each of the school districts. The local school board should be specified, in legislation, to be its own bargaining agent. The BCTF local union that was certified for each school district in 1994 should be again certified as the bargaining agent for the teachers in the district. There should also be a restoration to school boards of the traditional fiscal and budgetary autonomy, in order that school boards be in a position to enter into fair collective agreements and have the means to honour those agreements. A return to local bargaining would better allow us to negotiate provisions to meet the specific needs in each local and address the changes that have occurred since provincial bargaining was imposed in 1994.)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13810,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > March 1998 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 10, Number 5, March 1998 Top 10 Lesson Aids Poverty: A Student Learning Resource.Sandy Cameron & Patrick Clarke. 40 p. ©1997. This unit informs students in B.C. schools about the issue of poverty. See write-up on page 2 of this issue of Teacher. Secondary. LA 2030--$5 Canada's Year of Asia Pacific Multicultural Bibliography. Pat Parungao, the B.C. Teacher-Librarians' Association. 171 p. December 1997. Focuses on all cultures with an emphasis on Asia Pacific. Fiction and non-fiction resources in two lists. A checklist for evaluating multicultural materials and a list of publishers is included. K­12. LA 9061--$12.50 The Haida of the Queen Charlotte Islands. Published by the Vancouver School Board. 157 p. ©1991. A multisensory unit in which students study the heritage and traditions of the Haida people. Reproducible student research booklets and job cards. Grade 4. LA 9221--$24 Robert Munsch Books: An integrated unit for later primary. Sandra Holden, Rosemary Anderson. 26 p. 1990. Story lesson plans that relate to primary goals. Contains whole language activities, math their way activities, co-operative learning activities, higher thinking skills, a variety of experiences to include all children, and a bibliography. LA 8053--$4.75 Mayas, Aztecs, and Incas: Mysteries of Ancient Civilizations of Central and South America. Mark J. Dworkin. 144p. ©1990. This book attempts to survey the great civilizations of South and Central America before Columbus, and their reactions to the arrival of the Europeans, providing students with an introduction to the great variety of cultures from this ancient period. It paints a picture of the chronological development of pre-Columbia Mexican, Central American, and South American civilizations, beginning with the first crossing of the Bering Straits at least 10,000 years ago, and ending with the Spanish arrival five centures ago. Each chapter is self-contained and includes a summary of highlights, terms to understand, related topics for research and reading resource list. Intermediate. LA 9227--$30 Science Is... Developed by the Youth Science Foundation. 515 p. Rev. ©1991. Science activities package bound in a durable, lay-flat softcover. Activities suitable for ages 6 to 14, but is designed so adults work with children in exploring and discovering together. No science background required. Covers 10 subject areas: discovering science, matter and energy, humans, the environment, rocks, plants, living creatures, weather, the heavens and applying science. LA 9544--$30 Rocks: An Integrated Thematic Approach for Later Primary. Theresa Slik. 47 p. 1990. Designed to empower children with skills of discovery. Activities involve learning with people--other students, teachers, the librarian, and people in the community. Compiled to be used in a variety of ways: with multi-aged interest groups; within a whole class setting; and as a learning centre throughout the year. LA 8541--$5 The Trial of J.V. Stalin: Exercise in critical thinking. Dr. Paul F. Thomas. 92 p. ©1996. Resource package disseminates and synthesizes some critical existing knowledge about Stalin's so-called achievements. Neither definitive treatment nor closure of discussion are possible, given that fresh revelations of Stalin's crimes have been released since the breakup of the former Soviet Union in 1991. This package is not about how to conduct trials but attempts to provide semi-structured, factual raw materials for a simulation effort for teachers interested in a trial of J.V. Stalin. Includes some pedagogical suggestions for using materials in this document, 10 activity-modules that may require from one to four class periods and can be used in any order; 20 student-reference sheets and a bibliography. Grades 11-12. LA 2059--$9 Nobody Likes an Alarm Clock--Canadian Women 1910-1930. Judith Coffin, Tom Morton, Marcy Toms, Ramona Sousa. 88 p. ©1995. Co-operatively planned Social Studies 11 unit includes six lesson plans, handouts, student worksheets and a bibliography. Lesson plan topics: The Vote, Fashion or Function, Nellie McClung and History, Critical Thinking About Written Arguments on the Role of Women, Critical Thinking about Political Cartoons on the Suffragists, Canadian Women in the 1920s- various voices. Grade 11. LA 2078--$8.50 A Student's Guide to Physics 11. Gordon R. Gore. 352 p. rev. ©1997. The author attempts to make the material in this introductory physics book both engaging and involving. Emphasis is placed on concrete demonstrations of physical phenomena and hands-on student laboratory activities. Many well-known demonstrations of physics principles and a large number of student investigations are included. Also included are challenges, exercises, examples, enrichment material, chapter review and answers. Grade 11 Physics. LA 4099--$13 For a complete listing of over 900 BCTF Lesson Aids, consult the catalogue in your school library or the Lesson Aids online catalogue, www.bctf.ca/LessonAids To order any of the above lesson aids, enclose a cheque payable to the BCTF or authorized purchase order to BCTF Lesson Aids Service, 100-550 West 6th Avenue, Vancouver, BC V5Z 4P2. GST and postage/handling are included in the prices. Orders are sent by return mail. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141003,s.youtube.com,https://s.youtube.com/api/stats/playback?cr=US&cver=as3&volume=100&len=704.028&lact=3528&rt=0.558&ver=2&cbr=Chrome&hl=en_US&cmt=0.194&fexp=924638,927622,930666,931983,932404,934030,935665,936117,945067,945241,946023,947209,952302,953801,955103&rtn=8&el=detailpage&cbrver=34.0.1847.116&fmt=134&of=DI8ulxjA44_i6rKc8TzAhw&c=WEB&docid=B7x1AyYdWl8&plid=AAUEiNuvgliH8OVQ&ei=G-ouVNPoDtK7-QP0koHoCw&ns=yt&mos=0&cos=X11&cpn=Chea7DEN8gfMkJfX&vis=0,)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13828,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > April 1998 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 10, Number 6, April 1998 Retirement income problems Part 2 of 2 Note: The federal budget of February 24 indicated the government is reviewing the Seniors’ Benefit proposals but is committed to proceeding with legislation in the coming months. There were further indications that implementation may be delayed until early in the next century and that the clawback rate may be modified. Since the government intends to have extensive national consultations on the legislation, there will be opportunity for input from organizations and individuals. Canadian Association of Retired Teachers (CART) position The CART-prepared brief on the income of retirees, that was submitted to the minister of finance, has been endorsed by the B.C. Retired Teachers’ Association. BCRTA has sent copies to all British Columbia Members of Parliament. On Old Age Security/ Guaranteed Income Supplement, and Seniors’ Benefit CART believes that: The present OAS benefit should be retained. No means test should be applied to OAS. The OAS clawback provision should be repealed. All persons who meet a citizenship or residency requirement should be eligible to receive OAS benefits at age 65, as individuals, regardless of marital status or living arrangements. The GIS benefit should be retained. The proposed Seniors’ Benefit should not be implemented. The Seniors’ Benefit, as proposed, means that two groups of seniors will now exist side by side—those individuals who were, or whose spouses were, 60 or over on December 31, 1995, and those who were not. The concept of equal treatment will be a thing of the past. When the universal OAS system came into being in Canada, it was hailed as a great advance—every citizen would be assured of the benefit when he/she met the age and residency requirement. Wealth or poverty, single or married, family or individual status did not affect the right. Since the OAS benefit is considered income, those who have more than others are subject to the progressive tax system of the country. With the OAS clawback, many seniors are forced to pay not only their income tax but, in effect, a surtax. This double taxation through the clawback system is anathema to equity and fairness. The clawback is to be perpetuated in the Seniors’ Benefit. Under the Seniors’ Benefit proposal, subjecting a certain dollar benefit to a person’s living arrangement is equally repugnant to those who believe in the right of each individual to make such choices in the absence of any decisions of the state. This is a special attack on women—or men—who now qualify for an OAS cheque in their own right but face having it clawed back because of a spouse’s income. The current clawback and all the proposals in the Seniors’ Benefit program are contrary to promises made by previous governments. On RRSPs CART believes that the age for compulsory conversion of RRSPs to RRIFs or LIFFs should be returned to age 71 and that the RRSP limits should be increased. The reduction in age for conversion of RRSPs to age 69 has shortened the period for RRSPs to grow and has lengthened the period over which the funds will be taxed. The end result is less money for retirement. Government is reducing public pensions and at the same time it has frozen RRSP limits, thus making it more difficult for citizens to save for retirement. On Income tax CART believes that the seniors’ age tax credit and the pension-income tax credit should both be retained and that the clawback on the age tax credit should be removed. The clawback on the age tax credit affects all low- and middle-income seniors and negates the concept of treating all taxpayers equally in relation to tax credits. Excerpts from a speech by Bruce Watson, president of the Canadian Association of Retired Teachers, to the November 7, 1997, Representative Assembly. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/08/CSI/CSI/,Staffroom Confidential Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Sorry, the page you were looking for in this blog does not exist. Sorry, the page you were looking for in this blog does not exist. Home Subscribe to: Posts (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts All Comments Atom All Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ▼  September (9) Reflections on the BC Teacher Strike BC Teacher strike - Lessons learned Response to Sandy Garossino Will the Education Fund improve classroom conditio... Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Class composition: a human rights perspective Class size and composition - a short visual histor... Guest post - I WILL HOLD THE LINE Teachers - let your leadership know it is time to ... ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/WorkArea/linkit.aspx?LinkIdentifier=id&ItemID=11648,Object moved Object moved to here.)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=16504,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2008 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 1, September 2008  Debt education is not enough By Bonnie Krisher A life of service may be no life at all. There are many professions performed by committed individuals in our society that are often well respected and recognized for their benevolence. Unfortunately, one could argue that perhaps our gratitude for their work may not pay the bills. I once asked my husband if he valued our sons' teachers, and with a resounding yes he confirmed their incredible value. He stated, "Yes, they are so caring and supportive. The boys love their teacher." I then asked him who he thought provided more value, a hockey player or the kids' teachers. He hesitated as he cautiously considered his answer. Now hockey fans, I understand the true value of sports, but consider the root of my question. Simple gratitude for some very vital professions may not be enough. There exists an invisible struggle piloted by student loans, credit-card debt, as well as lines of credit and overdraft debt. All of which may accompany the arduous journey to obtaining a teaching certificate and a limited 10-month income. When you consider the debt, limited income, and ever-increasing household expenses, the personal rewards of educating others may become tempered. While their appreciation for teaching is not diminished, their level of stress may be escalated. Debt used to be considered a personal failure, a lack of financial education. Tamara Draut, analyst and author, states in the documentary In Debt We Trust that "we are not going to educate ourselves out of this [debt] problem. Financial education is wonderful and we need to do more of it. But what is driving a lot of the debt in these households is not the lack of budgeting or a lack of financial savvy, but an economy that is increasingly stacked against them." Statistics Canada has shown that in the Vancouver area, mortgage payments alone consume 72% of the household income. This, eclipsed by ever-increasing gas prices and the overall cost of living, compounds the financial strain. These changes can often bring old debt to the fore and monthly payments could now become unmanageable. The minimum payments are even more difficult to meet and the sudden recognition that the 54% net profit that credit-card firms are realizing is only creating one winner. Finding a resolution to your debt problems is never easy. If it is somewhat manageable but not being eliminated quickly enough, then consider a money coach or the program Blueprint 2 Black offered by Canadian Customer Debt Relief. Neither one will damage your credit report. We often only recommend debt consolidation if you anticipate an increase in your finances within a short period of time and if the consolidated loan comes with a low interest rate and if it is an unsecured loan. For credit counselling, we suggest that you do plenty of research first. If your debt is not manageable or has mitigating factors such as a divorce, illness, or injury, then consider one of the following two options. Please note that each has its pros and cons: Debt arbitration A debt arbitrator negotiates settlements with your creditors at much less than what you owe. Find a debt arbitration service you are comfortable with. Bankruptcy/Proposals This should always be the last option considered. Not all trustees are created equal, so trust your gut when speaking to them. Ask all of your questions first. I often tell my clients that if they are in debt then they are part of the majority and not the minority. It is unfortunate but true. There are many who are desperately trying to meet their monthly living expenses, not for the new car or fancy house, but simply to meet basic needs. Debt should never define a person; a person should define their debt. It is my hope that through creativity and diligence those who can somewhat manage their debt will begin to eliminate it. Those who are now in a position where debt has overcome their resources can consider options that provide a brand new start. Bonnie Krisher, MEd, CDA, K&G Debt and Credit Professionals, www.kgdebt.ca, 1-866-354-8854. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=6908&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 7, May/June 2006 Working across borders to defend public education by Nancy Knickerbocker This year, Mexicans are celebrating the 200th anniversary of the birth of Benito Juarez, Mexico’s greatest president and the architect of its constitution. The son of illiterate servants, the first and only indigenous person ever elected president, Juarez helped build a civil society based on the rule of law and the principles of social justice. Countless public schools throughout Mexico are named for Benito Juarez, but the one in his hometown of Guelatao is special. High in the mountains now called the Sierra Juarez, his vision lives on in the school that bears his name. The 179 students, aged 6–14, all come from impoverished indigenous families that do not have the means to provide their children with an education. But, through federal funding, each child gets a full scholarship for schooling and room and board during the academic year. The children welcomed us with songs in Spanish and Zapotec, Juarez’s mother tongue. Two girls beautifully recited dramatic poems of tribute to Juarez and his dream of freedom from poverty and oppression. Nothing could be further from the Canadian residential schools, where Aboriginal children were punished for speaking their native languages. Here the language of instruction is Spanish, but the many indigenous languages—Zapotec, Mixtec, Mixe, and others—are taught along with a rich variety of ancient customs, handicrafts, visual arts, music, and dance. The teachers speak with great pride of the role they are having in the rescue and renaissance of indigenous languages, some of which are on the brink of extinction. "Despite the extreme poverty and deep racism suffered by indigenous people in Mexico, they are miles ahead of us in terms of language and culture being a priority in public schools—even under the cloud of Spanish colonialism," said Christine Stewart, BCTF’s co-ordinator of Aboriginal education. It was an inspiring first day for Canadian, American, and Mexican delegates to the 7th Tri-National Conference in Defence of Public Education, held in Oaxaca. At the conference opening plenary session, held under a tent canopy in the central courtyard of an elementary school, teacher and organizer Jorge Magariño welcomed about 300 delegates. He spoke of the solidarity of teachers throughout North America as "the force that sustains us." In Mexico, where 70 million citizens live in poverty and another 20 million live in extreme poverty, "only education will allow us to emancipate ourselves," Magariño said. Enrique Rueda, secretary general of the Oaxacan teachers’ union, said that Mexican teachers are "proud of their long history of struggling to defend the inalienable principle of the right to a quality public education." "Now we have come together to evaluate the ways in which neoliberalism and privatization have been creating a situation in which education is more of a privilege for the few than a right of all," Rueda said. BCTF President Jinny Sims shared the experience of BC teachers during last fall’s strike, and noted that teachers throughout North and Central America share the same concerns about the impact of neoliberal policies. "We are all facing the same agenda to underfund, destabilize, and privatize public education," she said. Larry Kuehn, BCTF director of research and technology and Prof. Hugo Aboites of the National Autonomous University of Mexico presented their shared concerns about the impact of international trade deals such as NAFTA. As the teachers’ conference opened in Oaxaca, Prime Minister Stephen Harper was in Cancun meeting with US President George Bush and Mexican President Vicente Fox to discuss an initiative to "upgrade" NAFTA and promote "deep integration" of all three countries, not only economically but socially and culturally as well. "NAFTA has not been good for either Canada or Mexico, so an upgraded NAFTA is likely to be worse," Kuehn said, adding that one of the goals is "a new identity as North Americans." That goal implies an increasing dominance of the US, at the expense of the Canadian and Mexican cultural identities, he said. Aboites said the impact of free trade deals in Latin America has been "a brutal, radical reduction in education." He particularly lamented the neoliberal view of education as a commodity and the "loss of the idea of education as a transformative exercise in nation-building." Rosemary Lee of the California Teachers’ Association decried the Bush administration’s attacks on education budgets, academic freedom, and teacher autonomy, especially the imposition of "scripted curricula" that require every teacher to be on the same page on the same day. "The elephant in the room is the war budget," Lee said. California’s share is more than $31.5 billion US—enough to hire 546,000 public school teachers for a year or to send more than 4 million children to Head Start programs. "A war budget leaves every child behind," Lee said. Dr. Maria de la Luz Arriaga, one of the co-founders of the Tri-National Coalition, helped to organize a demonstration in front of the Canadian Embassy in Mexico City during last October’s BCTF job action. "When we heard why the BC teachers had to go on strike, we couldn’t believe it! Even in Mexico teachers still can go on strike and have more rights to negotiate. It was like Canada had gone from a developed country to an under-developed one," she said. Teachers Susana Lopez and Marcelo Flores built a web site in support of BC teachers last fall and were enthusiastic about enhancing the collegial relations between Canadian and Mexican teachers. "We want to broadcast the video about your strike to our colleagues in Queretaro," they said. Conference delegates agreed to continue working together, specifically on a continental day of action in defence of public education. Nancy Knickerbocker is the BCTF’s media relations officer.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12018,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2001 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 13, Number 5, March 2001 Class size counts Small classes = better learning by Nancy Knickerbocker The red and yellow pennants stood out beautifully against a blue sky as about 200 teachers from throughout the province rallied at the offices of the B.C. Public School Employers’ Association. They were there to urge the employer to live up to its earlier commitment and incorporate the primary class-size limits into the collective agreement. BCTF President David Chudnovsky told the rally he was deeply concerned that, because the class-size limits expire when the collective agreement runs out in June, it could mean the end of better learning conditions for thousands of children and the potential loss of about 900 teaching positions. Given that districts now are making staffing decisions for next school year, it’s urgent that this issue be resolved promptly to avoid disruptions, he said. Carol Johns, president of the Primary Teachers’ Association, talked about the overwhelming body of research showing that small classes in the primary grades mean improved academic performance in every year, especially for children living in poverty. Not only that, small classes spell improved behaviour and discipline at school, early identification of learning problems, enhanced citizenship, and other long-term benefits. The assembled teachers each signed a copy of the proposed mid-contract modification. When the hundreds of signed documents were collected, Chudnovsky and Johns went into the office to present them to Ken Denike, chairperson of the board of directors of BCPSEA. They urged him to conclude the agreement with teachers and then work together to hold Victoria accountable for full funding of the class-size provisions. Within a week, the board of BCPSEA did indeed approve the plan to move the class-size limits into the contract, and agreed to recommend it to school boards province-wide. Teachers are hopeful that trustees will also approve it, and many are speaking out in their communities to urge this positive change to protect small classes for our youngest learners. As this drama unfolded, teachers and other British Columbians were awaiting an election call. For her part, Education Minister Joy MacPhail has emerged as a supporter of class-size limits. She had a solid opinion piece in the Victoria Times Colonist on how small classes are good public policy because they are good for children. In some locals, teacher activists have been using MacPhail’s article in their efforts to urge trustees to support their position. Meanwhile, Liberal Education critic Gordon Hogg and his caucus colleagues have refused to take a stand on any educational issue except essential services legislation, which they support. Whether it’s class-size limits at the primary level or tuition freeze in post-secondary, neither students, teachers nor faculty have had any luck whatsoever in getting the Liberals to articulate their positions. The organizations representing principals and parents have not been so reticent, however. The B.C. Confederation of Parent Advisory Councils has expressed its concerns about what it calls “the high cost and lack of flexibility in implementing the mandatory reduction” of K–3 class sizes. The B.C. Principals’ and Vice-Principals’ Association has been outspoken in opposition. BCPVPA President Stu Dale recently wrote to his colleagues saying, “The BCPVPA supports smaller class sizes if they are designed to improve learning conditions for students—not working conditions for teachers.” Despite all the obstacles, Chudnovsky said, teachers remain committed to defending and enhancing the class-size limits, which are every child’s best protection against getting lost in the crowd. Nancy Knickerbocker is the BCTF’s media relations officer. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "Gr8 event honoring Taiwan ROC w many friends @douglasbing @marvinhunt4bc @KerryLynneFindl @mhlchiu26 @prairiechinois http://t.co/85TUCQsbrI" @John_Yap - 05:40pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7830,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 2, October 2004 Health and safety: Prevention pays by Maureen L. MacDonald Things my mother taught me: • Wash your hands. • Look before you leap. • Be careful. • Look both ways before you cross the street. • Watch your step. • Always wear clean underwear in case you get in an accident. Thanks for the good advice, Mom. I didn’t realize when I was growing up that you are a health and safety expert! Prevention is the key I deal with unsafe and unhealthy school conditions with a view to preventing them from occurring again. If injuries don’t happen, the personal and the monetary savings are enormous. Make a mental list of your on-the-job injuries. In my 35-year career, I have racked up a few myself. I sprained my ankle on the old, warped school floor. I had to take a day off. I injured my arm trying to avoid falling onto a six-year-old child who’d run in front of me. I had to go to the hospital in the middle of the day for x-rays. I slipped and fell in wet hallways several times. I injured my pride and got my clothes dirty. I tripped over an extension cord that trailed from my filmstrip projector to the faraway outlet. I had many papercuts, one of which got infected. When a student ran by and knocked into me, I fell down the stairs and broke the heel off my shoe. I got tennis elbow from typing at my ergonomically bad computer desk and had to go to physiotherapy. I had a traumatic, heart-stopping near miss when a student wrenched a fire extinguisher off the wall and threw it at the teacher I was talking to. It missed her, too. No life-threatening injuries. For that I consider myself lucky. Which of the incidents were preventable? Nearly all, right? Predictable and preventable. I would prefer to have prevented the pain, the bruises, the Band-Aids, the paperwork, the lost time, and the embarrassment of those falls. The school board would like to have prevented the expense of having other staff members look after me, filling out the accident report forms, and my occasional time off work for recuperation. It was simple to predict the slips and falls. It was a no-brainer to predict the tripping hazard. It is easy to see why students need to understand the rule that prohibits them from running and throwing things in the halls and stairwells. Teach safety. Learn from my mistakes. The good old JOH&S Committee Do you grumble about conditions? Sure, it’s human nature. Do you then report through the right channels? Please do. That’s what makes change happen. Give your classroom and surrounding space a quick inspection every day. Tell your reps on the school’s Joint Occupational Health & Safety Committee of any problems. (If union members on your staff don’t elect their own, the principal can and will appoint the reps.) The committee will resolve any problems within its power and recommend in writing to the school board the solutions to any problems that need additional help or resources. The employer must fix the problem within 21 days or report in writing why that cannot be done. If that happens, call your local president for advice on the next step to take. Your president will probably call me, and we’ll devise a plan. The Workers’ Compensation Board is an insurance plan. If there are lots of injuries, the employer’s rate goes up. If the employer pays attention to the details and the incidents are avoided, the rate goes down. We can all think of hazards just waiting to become incidents. And, with prevention in mind, we can all tell our representatives on the school JOH&S Committee about them. The money saved on preventable incidents could well be spent on restoring things we used to have by virtue of our collective agreements. That’s more proof of the interconnectedness of everything to everything else! Be vocal in your local When your local rep assembly or general meeting is discussing school concerns, talk about health and safety conditions along with the shortage of just about everything, the underfunding of the public education system, and the need to elect a government that cares. Remember, unions were originally formed to protect the health and safety of workers. That’s still why they exist. Recent incidents Here are just a few conditions that have been reported to me in the first two weeks of September: dirty carpets, desk tops, counters, classrooms, cupboards, and supply rooms, electrical cords on floors, leaky fountain with puddles on the floor around it, leaky roof caused the ruin of three boxes of teacher-made materials, mouldy patches visible on walls and ceilings, no hot water, plugged toilets, and violence by students. The good old JOH&S Committee could recommend solutions to most of these conditions in a heartbeat. One obvious help would be for each school to have a day-shift custodian who could talk to teachers on the job and fix small problems immediately. All the members of all the JOH&S Committees in the province receive, by law, eight hours of educational leave for training annually, paid by the employer. When is it happening in your district? They’ll hate me if I complain! Balderdash! Anyone who thinks you should put up with an unsafe or unhealthy condition isn’t thinking clearly. They’ll thank you eventually. And I’ll thank you right now. Call me. Pin this recently seen sign to your shoulder—NOTICE: Asking me to overlook a simple safety violation would be asking me to compromise my entire attitude toward the value of your life. Do the arithmetic. An ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure. You may quote me on that. Fix a leaky fountain, buy a slip mat, remove the hazard, and WASH YOUR HANDS!" Maureen MacDonald is the prevention officer in the BCTF health and safety department. To add your name to the BCTF Occupational Health and Safety e-mail list please contact Whitney Burgess at wburgess@bctf.ca. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8680,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, Number 6, May/June 2004 SFU’s new dean will shake up the education scene by Nancy Knickerbocker Students and faculty alike are welcoming Dr. Paul Shaker to the post of dean of education at Simon Fraser University. With a reputation as a fearless public intellectual, an eloquent spokesperson for teachers, and a strong advocate for public schools, Shaker is expected to play a leading role on the education scene in B.C. Shaker says among his priorities will be First Nations education, francophone issues, and technology in education. "But I think the key reason the faculty chose me to be their dean was they wanted a particular initiative into connecting with K–12 education. They knew that’s what I’m particularly interested in, both in an applied way of delivering courses and working in schools, but also having a voice in politics and policy." Shaker clearly intends to raise his own voice, but also to encourage faculty members and classroom teachers to speak out, to write for the mass media, and to bring their research and experience into the public dialogue. "I’ll encourage my faculty to the extent I can. Often teachers do a beautiful job of communicating to a non-specialized audience, better than professors," he said. It has been a long road from student to teacher to professor to dean. Of Lebanese heritage, Shaker majored in the history of Western Asia. He later took the opportunity to explore the Middle East firsthand, working in Saudi Arabia for two years and later studying in Kuwait. His career began in 1970 at a South Dakota middle school teaching six classes a day, each with over 40 students, many of whom were living in poverty. From there he moved on to a high school in Ohio, where he taught English and history, and was elected president of the local teachers’ union. "Talk to people who were in the profession in the U.S. in the 1950s. People would lose their jobs arbitrarily. Teaching did not pay a living wage, and benefits and pensions were inadequate. There is no question it wasn’t until teachers organized that the profession was treated equitably," Shaker says, adding that teachers "can’t depend on the largesse of the institution in a free market setting." After earning his doctorate, he taught for 12 years at a liberal arts college in Northeastern Ohio, where he eventually became the chair of education responsible for training 100 teachers a year. In 1990, Shaker was appointed to the position of dean for the first time. His post at Simon Fraser is his fourth deanship. He was appointed for a five-year term, once renewable. Shaker has been enthusiastic about Simon Fraser since 1971, when he first visited the campus. "I was dazzled by the beauty and the setting, and I like the West Coast lifestyle, so SFU was always a place that really attracted me." So far, what’s the main difference between the systems in Canada and the United States? "It’s the limited federal role in public education here, and you do feel that’s a good thing," he says. "As the failure of [President George Bush’s education law] No Child Left Behind reflects, these top-down initiatives on a massive scale don’t make a lot of sense given that there are so many different contexts that end up in the classroom with the teacher." But north or south of the 49th parallel, the central challenge remains how effectively the professionals can express their points of view to influence policy decisions on standardized testing, curriculum, value orientation in schools, and much more. "Somehow we need for people to understand that standardized tests cannot comprehensively measure what we do in schools. It’s so simple and obvious to us, and yet the public wants to believe, at least in the U.S. they want to believe, that we can have simple answers to these complex questions," he said. "I would hope that up here [in Canada] people won’t be seduced by that." And, if Paul Shaker were minister, instead of dean, of education, what would he change? "I would like to see a redesign of middle years in ways that are so radical that some people wouldn’t even take them seriously," he said. "I’d like to see a lot of paper and pencils set aside at that point, and an emphasis on concrete experience. I am a very pragmatic person, and I appreciate the utility of knowledge as well as the spiritual dimension of it. So knowing how your car runs, how the furnace in your house functions, the nutritional constituents of food, and how pharmaceuticals affect your system, all these are fascinating and important." Another change he would make would be full implementation of Reading Recovery along with universal Head Start programs. Everything in school is so dependent on basic literacy, and from what I have seen of Reading Recovery, it is a truly remarkable program." Nancy Knickerbocker is the BCTF’s media relations officer. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12732&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 1999 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 12, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 1999 Looking Back 70 years ago Some teachers assign the letters on a purely arbitrary basis, with the result that pupils have report cards with no mark lower than A or B. Thus used, the letters mean precisely nothing. The parent is deceived into thinking that the child is doing excellent work in all subjects. Then, perhaps, the next teacher, marking more honestly, gives C for average work, and the same pupil’s card even shows an occasional D or E. Forthwith the parent visits the teacher and demands the reason why her offspring is doing so badly, after doing so excellently under her previous teacher. – The BC Teacher, November 1929 50 years ago Where is the Canadian teacher who has not said or who will one day not say: “some year I must take advantage of the exchange system. How nice it would be to go to England or Scotland in particular and to see something of Europe?” Yes, how nice it would be to go to the United Kingdom this year as an exchange teacher. Just think how far a Canadian teacher’s salary (already inflated in terms of old country standards) would go in meeting England’s much lower living costs. Then too, on top of all this there would be a 20% premium on Canadian money, enough in many cases to pay travelling expenses. – The BC Teacher, December 1949 30 years ago One of our major problems in convincing taxpayers that money spent on education is an investment is the fact that there is a severe lag between the time when the investment is made and the time when dividends to the individual and to the community become apparent. The time lag makes it appear as if education is a cost rather than an investment. – The BC Teacher, November 1969 10 years ago Shut out of the first wave of bargaining under Bill 19 by a two-year agreement, Mission teachers opened negotiations in March and were on the picket line in October. The issues—class size and composition, salary, evaluation, and duties of teachers—were those central to the working lives and security of teachers. Two hurdles in the process were met with resolve as teachers said NO to a professional board negotiator in May and NO to bargaining under the shadow of a new School Act, in August. As a result, the Mission agreement is covered by the old Act until the next round of bargaining. Support for teachers during the strike was strong. Morale remained high over the 12 days the teachers were out... As Mission teachers begin to live out their first union contract, the teacher bargainers across the province gear up for round two. In March 1990, 74 locals begin bargaining again, and this time Mission will be with them. – Teacher, Nov./Dec. 1989)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=21567,BCTF News Releases  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources   For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development News Release Archives 2014  2013  2012    2011 2010  2009  2008 2007  2006  Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2010 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  September 17, 2010 Highest needs ever: BC teachers urge Finance Committee to budget for students' real needs Once again, the teachers of BC are asking the provincial government to heed their calls for adequate funding to meet the increasingly urgent needs of students across the province.  In a comprehensive brief delivered at a hearing of the Select Standing Committee on Finance and Government Services in Surrey on Thursday evening, the BC Teachers’ Federation’s fundamental request was that committee members “recommend a revision to the education funding system so that the real costs are reflected in the funding for this next budget year.”  “If our students are to be prepared for the demands of the 21st century, we must find ways to meet their educational needs,” the brief states. Most students do succeed: 80% graduate from high school, although Aboriginal students barely surpass the 50% mark, and we all want to increase that percentage. Students in the other 20% need the most support to reach the goal of secondary school graduation. BC schools are seeing:  more students with special needs, especially a dramatic increase in the Autism spectrum. more students identified as having English as a Second Language and twice as many more who, although not designated ESL, don’t speak English at home. more Kindergarten students, the leading edge of enrolment increases to come, are now to receive full-day programs, without the extra funding needed to implement them. At the same time, there are demands for more up-to-date technology in schools even as other costs, such as the requirement for carbon offsets, increase the funding crunch.   “It is because we have the highest needs ever that the government’s oft-repeated refrain about the ‘highest funding ever’ does not satisfy those of us who confront these unmet needs in the classroom,” said BCTF President Susan Lambert. “Our students—everyone’s children—deserve better.”  Using data from the Ministry of Education, the BCTF brief presents tables or graphs illustrating: the number of students with high-support special needs has increased. the number of classes with four or more students with an Individual Education Plan is up. the number of ESL and learning specialist teachers has declined. Kindergarten enrolment is on the increase. BC’s relative spending on K–12 public education has steadily fallen. BC has lost a higher percentage of teachers than other provinces. BC falls behind in education spending as a percentage of Gross Domestic Product. The brief concludes: “The reality is that every year in the last decade, the costs of providing quality educational service have grown faster than funding increases.” The BCTF recommends that “at minimum, funding increases in the second decade of the 21st century restore educational services that were lost in the first decade of the 21st century.”  To read the brief in full, please visit the BCTF website at: www.bctf.ca/BriefsAndPositionPapers.aspx  -  30  - For more information, contact Nancy Knickerbocker, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell). Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=25235&printPage=true,BCTF News Releases  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2012 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  February 9, 2012 Teachers will work with fact-finder, despite worries government aims to impose contract  BC teachers will engage fully with the process initiated today by Labour Minister Margaret MacDiarmid, but they have deep concerns that the outcome may well be predetermined.  “We certainly hope this is a genuine process, but we worry that it’s simply designed to pave the way to an imposed contract,” said BCTF President Susan Lambert. At the request of Education Minister George Abbott, today MacDiarmid appointed Trevor Hughes, her assistant deputy minister, as a “fact-finder” in the ongoing labour dispute. He was given a deadline of February 23, 2012 to determine the answer to the question: “Can the two parties come to a voluntary settlement?”   “Teachers firmly believe that if there is good will on both sides, the answer to that question is yes,” Lambert said. “However, we are concerned about the lack of independence in the process.”  She noted that Abbott’s representative at the bargaining table has repeatedly stated that government’s objectives are non-negotiable. “Now, instead of going to an independent mediator who could have brought the sides closer together, they’ve appointed one of their own from within government to determine whether a solution is possible,” Lambert said.  She called on Abbott and MacDiarmid to ensure that the “fact-finding” process is, indeed, a genuine one. “I certainly hope there is a sincere intention here. Otherwise, we have to question whether we are being asked to take part in a charade.”  Lambert reiterated that, from the beginning of this round of bargaining, teachers have worked hard to achieve a negotiated settlement at the table.  “We’ve demonstrated that we are ready to take the steps necessary to reach a fair and reasonable agreement. Now it’s government’s turn to compromise and negotiate in good faith,” Lambert said. “After all, it’s in everyone’s best interests for both sides to reach a mutually respectful collective agreement. That’s our goal.” -  30  - For more information, contact Nancy Knickerbocker, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell).)
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(20141007,plus.google.com,https://plus.google.com/107644715390883159484,Doug Chan - Google+ Search Images Maps Play YouTube News Gmail Drive More Calendar Translate Mobile Books Wallet Shopping Blogger Finance Photos Videos Even more » Account Options Sign in Help Send Feedback Web History Profile Home Profile People Photos Communities Events Hangouts Pages Local Settings Feedback Help  ·  Region Privacy & Terms  ·  Maps Terms Doug Chan 58 followers|49,228 views Profile Doug Chan Attends Simon Fraser University Lives in Vancouver, BC, Canada 58 followers|49,228 views AboutPosts Stream Doug ChanShared publicly  -  2012-08-26   Enrique Gutierrez originally shared:   I can't make this stuff up I'm sitting in a Starbucks doing random whatever over an iced americano. While I waiting for my drink, I watched a guy with his friend, pick up a newspaper; and start to remark on the Samsung Apple verdict. Guy: "Wait, so what they're saying is, Samsung is the same as Apple?" Friend: "I know, right? Makes me think twice about how much I paid for my Mac Book" Guy: "Seriously" Not 10 minutes later, a husband and wife, same newspaper: Husband: "... Samsung's iPad is the same as Apple's iPad, and I paid how much for the Apple one? Honey, I told you they were a ripoff", after looking up the Samsung tablet on his iPhone. Wife: "Oh wow," looking at the screen, "... that's a lot cheaper. Think we can return it?" I put my Samsung QX410 on my table, and started to plug in, when he leans over to me, "Sorry, you don't mind if I ask, how much did you pay for your Samsung laptop?" "Oh, no worries, it was $700." I replied.  I watched shock overcome his face, like actual shock. He looked at me, blankly, for an awkward amount of time, "Mind if I have a look?" he asked.  So, I obliged, and showed him a few things. He commented on Windows 7, so I opened up my virtual machine of OS/X... By the time the conversation was over, he was ready to kick Cupertino in the nuts, I think. ... Now, the punchline:  I'm writing this post after the FOURTH group of Starbucks patrons have made the connection that Samsung is now the same as Apple. They don't know the details, they don't really care, what they know is Apple is saying that Samsung is the same as Apple ... and with one simple Google Search, you get prices that are basically half for what seems to be the same products -- for nearly everything.  Two of these groups (including the husband/wife) asked me about my Samsung laptop, the second group noticed my Galaxy phone (also by Samsung)... Best billion dollar ad-campaign Samsung ever had.﻿Read moreShow less Enrique Gutierrez's photos 1 1 comment George Cheng + 0 1 0 Reply   Shit, I totally didn't expect this twist!﻿ Read moreShow less Add a comment... Doug ChanShared publicly  -  2012-04-16   Cheap easy tricopter build hobbyking rctimer hobbypartz 1 1 1 comment Tim Gjernes + 0 1 0 Reply   Sooo tempted to buy the parts now and build one. I even have a receiver and the same size of batteries already!﻿ Read moreShow less Add a comment... Doug ChanShared publicly  -  2012-04-11   #google #plus #newgoogleplus is okay but the wasted space is pretty stupid. I miss being able to access circle and search feeds in one click too. Now I have to go More and select feeds that I'm interested in. Meanwhile things I care less about like random people I don't really know being suggested, random pages to follow and daily trends are wasting screen space.﻿Read moreShow less 1 Add a comment... In his circles 67 people Mike Tsao Rebecca Lin Paul Yoon Have him in circles 58 people Doug ChanShared publicly  -  2012-07-09   Noooooooooooo I love this thing. How else will I have a web based homepage that links to all my stuff?﻿Read moreShow less What's happening to iGoogle? - Web Search Help support.google.com 1 1 comment Daniel Finnis + 0 1 0 Reply   Crappy. I used to use igoogle all the time until I switched to Chrome and Google Reader﻿ Read moreShow less Add a comment... Doug ChanShared publicly  -  2012-04-27   I defended against a #zergrush on Google Search.﻿Read moreShow less zerg rush - Google Search google.ca 1 Add a comment... Doug ChanShared publicly  -  2012-04-14   Cool beatbox mixer, give it a shot!﻿Read moreShow less INCREDIBOX incredibox.fr 1 Add a comment... MoreLoading... People In his circles 67 people Mike Tsao Rebecca Lin Paul Yoon Have him in circles 58 people Places Currently Vancouver, BC, Canada Links YouTube Doug Chan Contributor to Buzz (current) Education Simon Fraser University Mechatronics Systems Engineering, 2008 - present Kwantlen Park Secondary 2001 - 2008 Basic Information Gender Male Start a hangout)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/IssuesInEducation.aspx?id=11716&printPage=true,BCTF-diversity discussion group responses on LATs at Middle Schools - IEP Writing Time Savers  	BCTF > Issues in Education  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Issues in Education > Inclusive Education > Teaching to Diversity BCTF-diversity discussion group responses on LATs at Middle Schools - IEP Writing Time Savers 1)  Following my mantra of    Work Smarter, Not Harder,      I have a few timesaving strategies I use that work very well.  At this level, where students have had IEPs developed for many years, I find that MOST parents are pleased to not have to attend a meeting, unless they or the circumstances require a meeting.  At the beginning of the year, I send this letter to the parents introducing myself as the Case Manager. September 13, 2005 Dear Parents of *         I am pleased to write to you with the news that I will act as Case Manager for * during the year 2005/06.          I will be monitoring  *'s achievement and needs for support, communicating with his teachers, drafting the IEP, communicating with you, and generally supporting * in his goals.         Please phone me at  352        extension  25   to offer any suggestions, keep me informed of any developments or to brainstorm solutions to challenges that arise.         Based on the supports that have been successful in 04/05, on consultation with *'s new teachers, and on input I receive from you, I will draft the IEP and send that to you for your feedback.  If you feel that a meeting would enhance the process, please let me know and I will arrange for a meeting.         I look forward to supporting * and to working as a team with you. TOGETHER WE MAKE A BIG DIFFERENCE! Sincerely, Marilyn Miller Learning Support Teacher and Case Manager Later I draft the IEPs and then schedule a day with 2 TOCs, one for me and one for class teachers.  I set myself up with all the draft IEPs in a location and during the day the TAs and class teachers are relieved (the second TA ) and they come and read it over and give their further input.  Then I send the draft home to the parents, with this cover letter.  Notice that I say that I assume agreement if I do not hear back from them.  WE DO NOT "SIGN OFF" IEPs IN THIS DISTRICT - it is a plan, not a contract.    A  MEMO from the DESK of Marilyn Miller DATE:  Nov. 7, 2005 TO: RE: IEP for Enclosed please find the DRAFT of the Individualized Education Plan developed for *.  It includes strategies that have been most supportive in the past as well as new ideas for supporting *. Please let me know within the week if you require any explanation of our plans to support *, if you have further information and suggestions to support refinement of our plan, or if you have concerns regarding our plan. If we do not hear from you within a week, we will understand that you are in agreement with the drafted plans. ALL OF US WHO CARE, MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN *'S LIFE AND WORKING TOGETHER WE MAKE A BIGGER DIFFERENCE Thank you for your support,   Marilyn Miller Case Manager and Special Education Teacher Ph Number.. Another timesaver I use is a short form IEP for SLD students, which partially is a checklist of strategies available. So my IEPs are as "time stingy" as possible, in order to maintain important time for actual work with and for the students who I support.  Marilyn Miller 2)  High school in Dawson Creek I call parents or get support staff to do for meetings. Sometimes I write a time in the communication book if I cannot get them by phone. We book a roving TOC (or sometimes 2) and a support staff sub so that parents can meet with each teacher. We go over the basic information on the student with each teacher and then go over the specific IEP goals / adaptations that apply to their specific classes. I try to hold as many during the day as possible. If I have meetings after school... I offer make up prep time when I am gone to teachers, pay support staff over time. We build this into our budget. IF parents do not come, we go ahead and send it home for signing. I do a lot of talking with teachers over email. I find trying to get paper response is not always easy. I create an email book for each student which includes: teachers, support, parents and any outside agencies directly involved. I send out for an update ( frequency depends on student) on email and then teachers send it to me and I compile all for parents and the teachers so that they see how the student is doing in their class and others(if more than one teacher involved). Parents and teachers also talk on email as do support staff if requested to send an email by the teacher. IEP writing... I meet with teachers (again get a TOC) or put copies into boxes and then collect information and type them out when there are more than one teacher involved. If there is only one teacher, the IEPs are on our server. Teachers go onto the website and fill in their own reports. How do I get it done... too many long nights and early mornings. Charlene Hodgson Dawson Creek 3) From my personal experience working at that level for 8 years- there is no easy way to do this, but "Best Practice" dictates.. it is important to cover all those areas... from personal experience I know it can be done. Work with your administrator- as the benefits of the IEP process as described above are never ending. You are building relationships with families, students and teachers, and setting students up for success! I worked with my administrator to get the time and funding (never enough) to run IEP meetings either during the day with TOC's to take the teachers' place (a good use of Sp Ed funding) or after school. If after school I used the Sp Ed funding to help pay overtime for the TA's that needed to be there. Because there are several teachers involved at this level, it is important to show them the benefits of this kind of meeting. I found when they were involved and better understood the student profile, and were able to say to the team what they needed to happen for this student- they appreciated the process. I worked from what I called my IEP calendar. I would do one or two IEP's a week. I would prioritize my list of IEP students, and then write their names and phone numbers on the calendar. I would make sure that I phoned the parents at least 4 -5 days before the meeting-- so on my IEP calendar I would have a "call this # today" for the IEP happening next. I would have on my computer a standard form informing teachers of the time and date of the IEP. I would make sure these went out to the teachers at least a week before- often I would go to the teachers and ask them what time worked for them, so I could get them onboard first before I notified parents. I always invited the principal even if he/she did not have time to be there. Long story short- this is a kind of process that you have to MAKE HAPPEN. You have to take the kind of leadership it takes to make this process work. The benefits outweigh the any of the hard work you put into this. Madeline Price Special Education Support Consultation First Nations Education Steering Committee 4) I am working as a consultant presently but this issue comes up often -collaboration, paper work and time! One possibility would be to work with classroom teachers to build IEPS using the IRPS since they have the language as well. This is what they did in some schools in the U.S. Lavana Heel 5)  1. I send out a form to parents beginning of 2nd week in September with questions geared to getting their input for the IEP, eg. "What are your for your child this year?" which they return to me. 2. I draw up a draft IEP based on the previous year's, although sometimes there are changes in very specific goals. 3. I meet with the teacher, often right at my computer, and make changes according to the teacher's teaching style, goals for the child, etc. This can't be right away because they have to come to know the child a little. We often do this before/after school, at lunch and try to make brief and as painless as possible. We can always add to it later. To this end, I will have already put in the teacher's box at the end of the first week a one-page outline of the child's strengths, weaknesses, proposed goals, strategies that have worked, last year's teacher. I have found that classroom teachers generally don't read IEP's from files til later... 4. I then set a meeting with the parent (s), which usually by now is mid October, especially if some assessment needs to be done. We make changes, and they sign the front page as a working document. 5. I have had to send some IEP's home but I find they get lost, I have to chase them down, etc. so I prefer not to do this. It is also a good time to acquaint or reaquaint myself with the parents. I appreciated some of the other ideas given. Thanks. Colleen Kouwenberg - SD 35, Langley)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12846,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2000 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 12, Number 6, April 2000 Problem: Foundation Skills Assessment This document is no longer available on the BCTF website. We apologize for any inconvenience. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141008,feeds.feedblitz.com,http://feeds.feedblitz.com/~/76194906/0/thetyee~Private-Security-Outnumber-Border-Services-in-Big-Cities-in-News/,Document Moved Object MovedThis document may be found here)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/04/parents-take-note-bill-36-is-attack-on.html?showComment=1335549578238,Staffroom Confidential: Parents take note - Bill 36 is an attack on you Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Friday, April 27, 2012 Parents take note - Bill 36 is an attack on you Having successfully removed teachers as an "obstacle" to the BC Education Plan, yesterday George Abbott introduced enabling legislation to change the school year, day, and total instructional time provided to students. Bill 36 removes the requirement for School Boards to follow the standard school calendar, and most importantly allows the Minister to change, through regulation, the minimum number of instructional hours in the year. It also enables more online and blended learning for all grade levels and the introduction of fees for International Baccalaureate programs. Although the media has focused on the school year, the scariest part of this legislation is the change to the minimum number of instructional hours through regulation. Here is the actual section of the Bill, which allows the Minister to: prescribing the minimum number of hours of instruction that a board must offer to students enrolled in the schools in its school district, including prescribing that there is no minimum number of hours of instruction for prescribed classes of students, schools or educational programs; If parents are wondering what this might look like, then look no further than the changes that have taken place in the delivery of Planning 10. In some schools in BC, every grade 10 student goes to the gymnasium once a week for a lecture (this can be in excess of 100 students). There is no or little further instructional time for these students. The remainder of the course is taught through a "blended" model with online components or simply assignments that are done on the student's own time and handed in. The instructional time goes from 400 minutes per week in a class with 30 students, to 80 minutes per week in a class with 100 or more students. Typically this can reduce the teacher hours needed by half. This already happens at a school in my District, Greater Victoria. Here is the "rationale" for the over-sized class buried on our Class Size report (http://www.sd61.bc.ca/super/Spotlight/September_30th_2011_Class_Size_Report.pdf): Students meet weekly as a whole group with the two Vice Principals before dividing into smaller groups. Students work independently, frequently in small groups on specific projects. The Vice Principals requested this configuration. Under Bill 22, teachers will simply be told to accept this configuration and class size. No limits will exist. Under Bill 36, students will simply be told to accept this configuration. No minimum instructional time will exist. Currently, for any class this large, there had to be smaller classes to compensate, because the School Act had class size averages required. So perhaps there was some rationale for doing this for some classes to enable smaller classes in more challenging subject areas. Now, under Bill 22 and Bill 36, a District can configure as many of these classes as they want. A brief look at the success rates of self-directed online learning with inadequate instructional time and teacher support shows that these programs are dismal failures. Even with supports distributed learning completion rates are much lower than in a "brick and mortar" school (see for instance, this North Vancouver school report: http://www.nvsd44.bc.ca/en/DistributedLearning44/~/media/Programs/Distributed%20Learning/2010-2011/PDFs/DL%20School%20Plan%20Final.ashx). In the US, where some states are requiring students to take at least one course in an online or blended model, the failure rates are similarly poor. Independent, self-directed, blended learning works for a small segment of the population. It is not particularly successful for the majority of teenagers. At this age, students need motivation, structure, face to face instruction, and social interaction. Reducing instructional time will worsen student outcomes for the majority of students. This is all about saving money and gutting the public education system. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 8:32 AM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 6 comments: LucindaApril 27, 2012 at 10:59 AM This is also an attack on families where there is no adult at home during the day. If children as young as five can take online courses there has to be adequate supervision of those children when they are not in class. In Maple Ridge, the so-called elementary "cyber school" has been excluding certain SES families for years. And the "lap top program" at a local high school requires students to provide their own laptop computers. This legislation means that across the province, lower SES students will not be able to avail themselves of such opportunities and their "choices" at the physical school itself will be further narrowed. Furthermore, in high schools, teacher-librarians are increasingly asked to "supervise" (ie. not teach) large numbers of students who require a place to work on their online courses using the school's computers or the students' own. Where else can kids go when they have empty blocks instead of classes, and work to do but no space to do it? This is so aggravating for teacher-librarians whose amazing skills are not adequately exploited.ReplyDelete Mrs. Tara FairbrotherApril 27, 2012 at 12:17 PM As a high school teacher I have seen kids fail online courses again and again because teenagers are simply for the most part not self motivated. It is difficult enough for an adult to stay focused, if this becomes a reality many students and parents will suffer and as a consequence I hope they over throw this government and this ridiculous bill.ReplyDelete ALinthelibraryApril 27, 2012 at 8:52 PM This bill is a direct result of districts like Nanaimo that refused to allow my daughter to register in an online course she was interested in doing on her own time. Why? She is in grade 6. It would have been no skin off their nose to let a bright kid challenge herself, but NO all they could do was tell her it was against policy. Now it isn't and they can suck it up and register her. Any policy that stands in the way of a kid who wants to learn and is asking to learn is stupid to say the least.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeApril 28, 2012 at 11:30 AM The problem will be not with the addition of DL courses as a choice, but with the replacement of options in schools with DL. There is also an impact on what schools are able to offer when large numbers sign up for DL. I know in Victoria there already has been an impact on high school PE offerings because so many students sign up for PE online.Delete Reply Richard AjabuApril 28, 2012 at 3:29 PM Excerpt from Bill 36: ...prescribing the minimum number of hours of instruction that a board must offer to students enrolled in the schools in its school district, including prescribing that there is no minimum number of hours of instruction for prescribed classes of students, schools or educational programs... Hmmm...imagine this...students view lectures at home via internet for, say, 2 hours each day...students only required to attend 1 of 2 or more "shifts" available at physical school building for, say, 3 hours each school day...total of 2 lecture hours at home + 3 hours at school building each day is deemed equivalent to 5 hours of instruction each day...double and triple shifts at schools allows higher utilization of school buildings and many school buildings are declared surplus and closed...Hmmm. Is this what the government is trying to enable? There are related comments on the BC Education Plan website here(1), here(2), here(3), and here(4).ReplyDelete ThielmannApril 29, 2012 at 5:40 PM I was wondering what "easter eggs" were hiding in Bill 36. For a reference, our DL success rates in SD57 are about 20%, according to a staffer at our DL school. I've marked DL for them for 13 years, and have seen the limitations of the existing models. Most of the courses are paper-based, with students doing most of the work on the honour system and submitting a sample for assessment (most student just skip ahead to the hand-in stuff). The online courses are cumbersome, and the technology is as much a hindrance as a help. The "teachers" are increasingly forced into being case managers for 100s of students, signing off on completed papers, while contract markers rush through the assessment without having any other contact with the school or students. The plans to examine new modes of blended and/or distance learning are getting stale. The use of Moodle is one of the few "improvements" made in the last 10 years. The whole idea of an interactive web has barely touched the school. I mention all this because it is a joke to think we can turn over more learning to our DL schools, given the glacial pace of change, the diminished learning experiences, and the poor success rates. Where dynamic DL schools exist, fantastic (I've interacted with them while doing course-writing), but this success is definitely not province-wide.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ▼  April (6) Parents take note - Bill 36 is an attack on you On Bill 22, the LRB, report cards, and raw power Bill 22 and US education 'reform' Bill 22 and the erosion of teacher professionalism... Surrey teachers speak to Mr. Abbott Claremont teachers speak about Bill 22 ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=21904,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 23, Number 4, Jan./Feb. 2011   Health and safety: Asbestos in the classroom  By Joe Murphy   Under the Workers Compensation Act, employers are responsible for ensuring the health and safety of all their employees. This includes the obligation to make workers aware of all known or reasonably foreseeable health and safety hazards in their workplace. One such risk that teachers need to be aware of is the possible presence of asbestos in their classrooms and schools. Asbestos is the name given to a group of minerals that occur naturally in the environment as bundles of fibers. These fibers have a unique quality that allows them to be separated into thin durable threads. The resulting products are highly resistant to heat, fire, and chemicals. For these reasons, asbestos has been used widely in many industries including construction. However, asbestos also has a dark history related to the fact that its fibres can break down into microscopic particles that cannot be detected by the human eye. These particles can become airborne and easily enter the lungs. The extreme health risks of inhaling these fibres have been well documented for at least half a century. These risks have resulted in the use of asbestos being banned in more than 40 countries worldwide. These countries include all member states of the European Union, Australia, Japan, and South Africa. In spite of this fact, it is still found in the physical plants, vinyl flooring, ceiling tiles, plaster, insulation, wall coverings, and drywall tape of many of our schools. The threat from asbestos is real. The World Health Organization’s latest estimate notes that asbestos already claims 107,000 lives a year. Even that conservative estimate means that every five minutes around the clock a person dies of asbestos-related disease. Asbestos-related illnesses are also among the most common causes of occupational death in British Columbia and Canada. In 2007, WorkSafe BC accepted 139 claims for fatal benefits. Of those, 59 or 42%, were related to asbestos exposure. The true toll is far higher, as agency statistics only cover workers who have filed compensation claims. As well as being ideally suited for multiple commercial uses, asbestos is also the “perfect carcinogen” as it acts as both a promoter and initiator of cancer. Exposure to asbestos has been linked to several diseases including asbestosis, lung cancer, and mesothelioma. All of these diseases can have a latency period of up to 30 or more years. Asbestos fibres are dangerous when inhaled and the dustiest processes are, in general, the most hazardous. Although it is clear that the health risks from asbestos exposure increase with heavier exposure and longer exposure time, investigators have found asbestos-related diseases in individuals with only brief exposures. This is especially the case with the fatal disease mesothelioma, a formerly rare, but increasingly common cancer of the lung cavity. It’s generally accepted by medical authorities around the world that no level of asbestos exposure can be considered safe, and that the more exposure one has, the greater the risk. Because asbestos is classified as a hazardous material, WorkSafe BC has developed an extensive set of requirements that employers must meet to protect their workers from exposure. These requirements apply to any worksite where asbestos-containing materials are present or used. Therefore, every school district in BC is required by law to have an asbestos management program that requires: An up-to-date inventory of asbestos-containing materials (ACM) in all school district buildings. This inventory must detail the location, type, and percentage of asbestos present, the condition of the material, and the potential for worker exposure. This inventory must be present at the site and available to any worker at that site. That all asbestos-containing materials are clearly identified. Inspection of all asbestos-containing material identified in the inventory on a regular basis. The purpose of this inspection is to monitor the condition of identified materials and to ensure that it remains in good condition and is not likely to release fibers into the air. Conduct a risk assessment prior to the disturbance, repair, or removal of asbestos-containing materials. This assessment must be sent to WorkSafeBC, a minimum of 24 hours, prior to the commencement of work. Instruct workers in safe work procedures and the elements of the asbestos management program. Keep accurate and complete records and annual review and update them. In addition to implementing an asbestos-management program, employers must ensure that all friable (materials that can be easily crumbled when dry and become airborne) are either removed from the workplace, encapsulated, or enclosed. The employer is also required to substitute material less hazardous than asbestos when practicable. If such substitution is not practicable, the employer must document the reasons why and make this documentation available to workers and the joint committee. What can you do to ensure that you and your students are not being exposed to this hazard? Ask to see the inventory for your school. Every classroom should be clearly identified and assessed. If the inventory is not readily available, notify your administrator and your school safety or staff rep immediately. If the inventory shows asbestos-containing material in your room that is damaged or in any way can be disturbed, insist, through your safety committee, that it be removed.   Joe Murphy teaches at Parkside Secondary School, Terrace, and is a member of the BCTF Health and Safety Committee.    Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=28545,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 25, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 2012   A place to dream big and put imagination into action By Meg Banavage   Environmental education: Fostering a generation of youth leaders In the words of Bob Dylan, The times, they are a-changin’.  Today’s student generation is quite different than when Sierra Club BC started our environmental education programming in 1998. The speed of natural resource extraction, what we know about greenhouse gas emissions, and the move from overhead projectors to the internet and Google maps has changed remarkably. At the same time, many things remain the same—curious eyes searching for banana slugs in the temperate rainforests, laughter while building snow forts in the mountains, and the resounding “Yes!” when students are asked if they are willing to help protect our natural surroundings. Since 1969 Sierra Club BC has been an active voice for environmental protection in British Columbia. We are a non-profit environmental organization whose mission is to protect and conserve British Columbia’s wilderness, species and ecosystems, within the urgent context of global warming impacts. We advocate the responsible use of BC’s natural resources while promoting a modern, equitable economy that sustains our planet in every way. Sierra Club BC views youth as a key indicator of sustainability, and we have been providing curriculum-linked, in-class school programming for grades K–12 for almost 15 years. Environmental education isn’t just biology, and it isn’t simply resource management. For us, environmental education is a framework that helps us learn concepts of biodiversity, cultural history, economic ventures, social justice, harvesting and resource use, and leadership. From analyzing Thoreau’s Nature in English class, to understanding the value of wood with instrumental music students, environmental education crosses all sectors of the curriculum. The goal of Sierra Club BC’s education team is to develop a population that is aware of, concerned about, and connected with the environment. Our team of professional educators works hard to provide lesson plans and online education resources that are catered to each grade level and region of BC. We keep educators updated on environmental events and new teaching approaches in our regular online Education e-newsletter. Sierra Club BC also organizes a Youth Steering Committee, a group of environmental and community-conscious high school youth who meet over the school year to implement youth action in the Greater Victoria Area and participate in outings and clean-ups. These outings, as well as our resources, are constantly being updated to reflect our dynamic ecosystems. Yet the core of what we do—visiting classrooms and delivering interactive school programs—has remained the same since 1998. Our current roster of programs is themed around temperate rainforest ecology, climate change, non-timber forest products, BC’s unique eco-provinces, ecostewardship, water and food security, economy and wealth, and youth action for sustainability. Ranging from one to multiple visits, our programs support student-led sustainability projects in schools. These programs reflect Sierra Club BC’s diverse campaigns: from our work on ecosystem-based management in the Great Bear Rainforest, park protection in the Flathead River Valley, to sustainable seafood and a tanker-free coastline. At the heart of the education program is the desire to equip youth with the tools to understand scientific knowledge, recognize the complex sides of environmental issues, and feel empowered to become a generation of future leaders, today. Our programs have always been offered at no cost, and as such, depending on our funding levels in any given year, we sometimes have to focus our school visits within an easy travel distance from our Victoria office. We also work toward school sponsorships from individuals and organizations wanting to bring our programs into their community. If we are unable to visit an interested classroom, we encourage teachers to sign up for our e-newsletters and take advantage of our education resources: sierraclub.bc.ca/education/resources-tools  Sierra Club BC’s team of advocates and educators believe a healthy planet starts with motivated individuals willing to get their hands dirty. We are always available to support students and teachers, whether it is a visit to your Green Team, an online fact sheet, or suggested ideas for action projects. Like all teachers, we do what we do because we know that our future poets, CEOs, scientists, and advocates need a place to dream big and put imagination into action. Learn more about the work we do at sierraclub.bc.ca/education.  Meg Banavage, school programs co-ordinator, Sierra Club BC    Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11198,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2002 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 14, Number 4, Jan./Feb. 2002 Candy bar cash Ontario schools are so badly underfunded that one desperate board has been reduced to begging students for candy-bar cash to pay for essentials like teachers, education assistants, and school maintenance, NDP leader Howard Hampton revealed in the legislature. "How low have the Conservatives sunk when working parents have to spend money they’ve raised for school supplies and field trips just to keep schools running? That’s completely unacceptable," Hampton said. Hampton released a memo from the Bluewater District School Board that says, "If any schools wish to contribute some of school fundraising money to help offset the board’s $1.1 million deficit, please forward a cheque." Boards asking students for candy-bar money is a sad indicator of the Conservative government’s inadequate investment in public education," Hampton said. – ONDP/CALM Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12876,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2000 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 12, Number 7, May/June 2000 Psst… want to get a perfect score? by Karen Hawkins As every student knows, if you want to do well on a test, you can consider how the teacher has written and graded tests in the past. With that in mind, here is a primer for educators looking to raise their Fraser Institute ranking. Focus on Grade 12. In this ranking system, nothing that happens in the other grades matters. Only allow the very best students into Grade 12. The idea here is to drive up the average provincial exam marks. But don’t turn away students too aggressively, because your school must enroll at least 15 Grade 12 students to qualify for ranking. Ensure students take all of their Grade 12 provincially examinable subjects in Grade 12, so that you drive up the average number of Grade 12 provincially examinable subjects taken by Grade 12 students. (Why waste time by taking them in Grade 11, when they don’t count toward the ranking?) Ideally, you want students to take 3.5 or more of these subjects in Grades 12. If you really want to rack up the points, limit your Grade 12 students options to the 19 provincially examinable subjects! And remember, don’t allow students to take Grade 12 courses by correspondence, or by any other means that will not garner Grade 12 course credits for your school, in their Grade 12 year. Don’t let anyone write an exam until they are absolutely ready. The ranking punishes you for allowing poor students to write exams because their scores drive the average down and the failure rate up. And don’t think you can beat the system by allowing students to ultimately pass or even excel on the test: that initial mark or failure is still built into your school’s ranking. Make sure that your teachers concentrate exclusively on the content and format of the exam: if it can’t be examined or doesn’t teach kids how to take an exam, it’s a frill. The ranking considers the difference between the student’s exam mark and school mark; if there is a big difference, your ranking suffers. So, all in-class assessments should also follow their rule of sticking to the test material and format. It doesn’t matter if your students’ in-class scores are higher or lower than their exam scores: what matters is the difference between them, and there is little room for error on this section of the ranking. (Note: how much a student learns is of no real relevance to the ranking. As well, although learning persistence, problem solving, working in a team, doing extra work at home, learning from mistakes or generating novel ways of presenting information may be cute, and even, ultimately helpful in life and employment, it will not help your ranking.) Do not allow students who are likely to need extra time to complete their graduation requirements to register in Grade 12. The rationale here is that the ranking gives high points to schools that graduate, by June 30, all students who were registered in Grade 12 on September 30. Any students who, for whatever reason, do not graduate by June 30 will just pull down your school’s score. Either they take things seriously and graduate, or they just stay out, for the good of the school ranking. Pick your parents with care. The difference between a perfect score of 10 and a dismal one of two can be predicted by the amount of education mothers (or single-parent fathers) have. Poorly educated parents will just drag down your school’s score. Karen Hawkins is the B.C. School Trustees Association’s communications officer. Source: Educator Leader, February 24, 2000. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2011/04/breaking-news-bc-supreme-court-finds.html?showComment=1302734031208,Staffroom Confidential: Breaking News: BC Supreme Court finds law restricting teacher bargaining unconstitutional Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Wednesday, April 13, 2011 Breaking News: BC Supreme Court finds law restricting teacher bargaining unconstitutional Just out ... The BC Supreme Court has released its decision regarding Bills 27 and 28 which limited the rights of teachers to negotiate class size, class composition and school calendar. Paragraph 381 reads: "I conclude: a) In enacting ss. 8, 9 and 15 of PEFCA, and s. 5 of the Amendment Act, the government infringed teachers' freedom of association guaranteed by s. 2(d) of the Charter. b) This infringement was not a reasonable limit demonstrably justified in a free and democratic society under s. 1 of the Charter." These sections prohibit teachers from negotiating class size and class composition limits, as well as extended day and year-round schooling. The Court provided a one year period for the government to "address the repercussions of this decision". The Court commented on the effects of the legislation for teachers: "The legislation undoubtedly was seen by teachers as evidence that the government did not respect them or consider them to be valued contributors to the education system, having excluded them from any freedom to associate to influence their working conditions. this was a seriously deleterious effect of the legislation, one adversely disproportionate to any salutary effects revealed by the evidence." You can access the full decision here: http://www.harrisco.com/_pdfs/GriffinBCTFvBC.pdf Excellent reminder of Christy Clark's role is on Vaugh Palmer's blog here: http://communities.canada.com/vancouversun/blogs/viewfromtheledge/default.aspx More analysis coming soon... Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 11:34 AM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 8 comments: Christina SchutApril 13, 2011 at 11:54 AM Thanks Tara for getting this stuff out there so quickly.ReplyDelete AnonymousApril 13, 2011 at 12:42 PM Well done Tara. It is already being tweeted by Keith Baldrey and others. Goes to show the power of communication and social networking. Bravo!ReplyDelete Joanna LarsonApril 13, 2011 at 1:04 PM Thanks for the perfect link to send out to members today!ReplyDelete AnonymousApril 13, 2011 at 1:10 PM Yeah! A huge victory. Great work Tara, thanks for this. It will go out to Haida Gwaii right now. Evelyn von Almassy President Haida Gwaii Teachers' AssociationReplyDelete Brian KennellyApril 13, 2011 at 2:16 PM Wow! At last some vindication and some recognition of the arrogance and contempt for teachers those Bills represented. The future looks a little brighter now for our members and our students. Thanks, TaraReplyDelete Langley Teachers' AssociationApril 13, 2011 at 2:21 PM Thank you for posting the information online so quickly. It made our day.ReplyDelete Jessica Van der VeenApril 13, 2011 at 3:33 PM You mess with our Charter of Rights and Freedoms, you are messing with our children's future and their rights. How poetic that Christy Clark should be back in the spotlight to stand accountable for this legislation which was not only unconstitutional, but stood in violation of the International Convention on Human Rights.ReplyDelete Jack MacDermotApril 13, 2011 at 11:05 PM Jack MacDermot said... Thanks for the links, Tara. Haven't read the whole decision yet, but it's clearly a huge win. The Vaughn Palmer link was a vivid reminder of our new Premier is really all about. Her speech introducing this odious legislation is full of ridiculous Orwellian doublespeak. Apparently it was our negotiated provisions on class size and composition (the evil "mathematical ratios" and "rigid formulas") that were harming children's learning. The legislated approach worked so much better, other than a few thousand classes. I did get a chuckle when she referred to the support for these bills by Reggi Balabanov...ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ▼  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ▼  April (12) Saanich school board votes to restore class sizes ... BCCPAC General Meeting - some interesting motions Saskatchewan teachers vote 95% in favour of job ac... Victoria School Board stalls in negotiations Langara versus the wage freeze Premier Clark says she will respect court decision... Whose fault was it? Some quotes from the court on ... Breaking News: BC Supreme Court finds law restrict... Saskatchewan teachers take strike vote BCSTA and "Waiting for Superman" Me too clauses no barrier - Public employees deser... Trustee Advocacy - Is it happening? ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9850&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept./Oct. 2002 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 1, Sept./Oct. 2002 Christy Clark: Unburdened by the need to consult by Noel Herron An arrogant education minister has brought disarray and confusion to the B.C. education scene "These naysayers are just trying to scare people and I think they will be proven wrong. They can argue until they are blue in the face that the education system is perfect and we can’t do any better. I totally disagree." – Christy Clark, April 16, 2002 The Vancouver Sun The next time you read about, see, or hear Christy Clark on TV or radio, just think of one word—spin. Of course putting on the best face possible in a difficult situation is something all provincial politicians do from time to time, but none perhaps do it as blatantly or as frequently as the current minister of education. Arguably the consummate spinmeister of the 28-member Liberal cabinet, Clark is struggling to implement some of the most controversial changes in education this province has ever seen. Although Clark was fawned over by most media on her arrival in Victoria 16 months ago, time and circumstance have caught up with the high-flying rookie MLA. Appointed deputy premier and minister of education in the Campbell government, Clark was the new broom that was going to sweep clean. "New Era" Liberal reforms (never mind that they were being imposed unilaterally) were going to set things right in education in B.C. Yes, we have excellent schools in B.C., but our current graduation rate is unacceptable. Yes, we have good relations with parents, but we need another layer of bureaucracy at the local level to improve access. Yes, our teachers are doing a fine job, but we can’t let our contractual obligations to them get in the way of our ideologically driven agenda. Over the past year, the Liberal lexicon of change, replete with code words like choice, flexibility, and accountability, has been used to mask massive cuts and downsizing, the results of which we are now seeing in classrooms across the province. Rushed reforms, within the context of a three-year budget freeze, have led to disruption and confusion. Currently the education minister’s reform plan is floundering, as underlined in poll after poll, even before our schools reopened this September. A February poll by McIntyre and Mustel Research Ltd. found that only 11.6% of respondents believed that education changes would improve the quality of education, 25% said they would have no impact, and 12.8% didn’t know. A late spring poll indicated that next to health, education was a growing concern. Six out of 10 respondents stated they were dissatisfied with the provincial government’s performance in education. Never one to be deterred by adverse polls, Clark, in late June, produced a Ministry of Education poll indicating a 74% satisfaction rate by parents and students, even boasting that up to 40% of teachers responded (the minister didn’t say how they responded) despite a BCTF boycott. Dream on. Veteran Victoria-based TV journalists Justine Hunter (CBC) and Keith Baldrey (Global TV) dismissed the minister’s poll as strictly "a public relations exercise," predicting that there would be "a precipitous drop" in next year’s poll, and The Vancouver Sun columnist Vaughan Palmer labelled Clark’s presentation of the results "self-satisfied." Perhaps the best response came from Nanaimo teacher Eric Hameister, when he challenged the minister’s refusal to acknowledge the ongoing decline in the quality of education by writing, "the (late June) survey was an exercise in public relations that attempted to put a nice face on an education body that is already starting to sicken." Glib, dismissive, and increasingly perceived as arrogant, Christy Clark has alienated every stakeholder group in the public education system—parents, teachers, support staff, principals, senior board officials, and trustees. Ramming through, without any meaningful input, last year’s reform legislation (Bills 27 and 28), Clark has failed to deliver on her much-vaunted promise "to put students first." One corrosive characteristic in collaborative education is arrogance on the part of the holder of the education portfolio. Christy Clark appears to have that in abundance. Consider the following four interactions or relationships of the current minister with school trustees, parents, teachers, and a senior school board official: Clark has consistently stated that she backs locally elected school boards; yet her new legislation permits the arbitrary removal of school trustees for reasons other than financial mismanagement. This Victoria-knows-best approach to local government is the height of legislative arrogance, a clear attempt to bully local trustees. The minister’s blindsiding trustees with her three-year budget freeze led some boards to consider taking the ministry to court. Clark has repeatedly stated that she wants more parental input; yet when Save Our Schools (SOS), a Vancouver-based non-partisan group of parents, garnered 14,000 signatures protesting Liberal cutbacks and sought an interview with her, the minister refused, dismissing them as "political." In a belated mid-summer response to the group, Premier Campbell, adding insult to injury, wrote: "It is important for parents to work at the local school-board level to ensure their concerns are addressed, it is not appropriate for me, or for the Minister of Education, to become involved in local education matters. Therefore, I regret we are unable to meet with your organization." The broadly based Vancouver parents advocacy group was deeply disappointed. Clark, when accused of alienating teachers by shamelessly pandering to an antiteacher bias among some members of the general public, flatly denied it, using her now-famous "my-father-was-a-teacher" shtick, which, repeated ad nauseam, assumed vaudevillian overtones. Add to this, her current relations with BCTF, are the worst of any education minister over the past four decades. And the undemocratic exclusion (Bill 34) of the estimated 70,000 school-board employees in 60 school districts from participating in the work of the local and newly installed school-based planning councils is another example of punitive legislation directed at employees in the education sector. Clark, in perhaps the most revealing episode that lets us take the measure of the minister, responding to the concerns of a Lower Mainland superintendent of schools, that ongoing cutbacks would do "irreparable" harm to schools, is reported to have retorted, "That may be your opinion, but we have a mandate." Nowhere is the conceit of the bloated Liberal majority more evident than in that unguarded response. Unburdened by the need to consult, Christy Clark travels the province speaking within the sheltering arms of chambers of commerce meetings and local Liberal gatherings. Knowing that her education-light talks and jingoistic slogans have little or no resonance outside partisan groups, she dismisses her critics as antigovernment or belonging to special-interest groups. The July release of the 2001–02 annual report of the Ministry of Education does not contain a single word about school libraries. Given Liberal reform, functioning school libraries appear to be a thing of the past. By now, to many, the minister’s refusal to discuss the educational merits of her changes, some of which are either punitive or superficial, is not surprising. However, belatedly, Clark seems to have realized that she must involve teachers if most of her reforms are to succeed. Her newly proposed Grade 12 makeover certainly won’t fly without them. But B.C. teachers, seeing school closures, the layoff of hundreds of their colleagues, increased class size with less time for individual students, dwindling supplies and resources, and fewer program choices and services, will point to the fact that the minister’s actions belie her words. Their skepticism increases with each passing month. Fence-mending by Christy Clark with a broad array of education stakeholder groups, is both rapidly and urgently needed to prevent further deterioration in the education climate and in the quality of instruction in B.C. Restoration of provincial funding and a little humility by the minister, backed by an open community-outreach program, may regenerate the trust and confidence lacking in today’s troubled provincial education scene. Is Christy Clark up to it? Will she alter her confrontational and divisive style to bring about the changes she seeks? Only time will tell. Noel Herron is a former Vancouver teacher and administrator.    )
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=24444&printPage=true,BCTF News Releases  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2011 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  November 22, 2011 Teachers support growing call for poverty reduction plan in BC    Every day in classrooms across the province, BC teachers bear witness to the devastating impact of poverty on children’s lives. “Every day, thousands of children come to school hungry, cold, tired, sad, and worse. It’s heartbreaking,” said BCTF President Susan Lambert. “Growing up in poverty undermines children’s academic success, social development, and emotional well-being in profound ways. Poverty is one of the most harmful, yet most preventable, barriers to learning.” The 2011 Child Poverty Report Card produced by First Call, BC’s child and youth advocacy coalition, highlights the shocking fact that 137,000 BC children are growing up in poverty. For the eighth year in a row, BC has the worst after-tax child poverty rate in Canada. What’s worse, the rate is still climbing, especially among young children under age six and children of immigrants and refugees: “The child poverty rate in families that immigrated between 2001 and 2006 was an astoundingly high 49.6 percent.” Compounding the problem, the BC government has cut the very services that immigrant and refugee students need most. Since 2002, almost 1,000 ESL specialists, counsellors, and learning assistance teachers have been cut from BC schools. In addition, school hot breakfast and lunch programs have been cut or downloaded to charities and community groups. Lambert noted that BC is one of the wealthiest provinces in Canada, yet it is among the least willing to act on child poverty. Seven other provinces already have poverty reduction strategies in place and an eighth, Alberta, has begun tackling the issue. “We are urging the BC Liberal government to demonstrate that its ‘families first’ agenda is more than empty rhetoric,” Lambert said. “BC children need a comprehensive poverty reduction plan with legislated targets and timelines. Not only is it the right thing to do, it makes economic sense.” Research by the Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives reveals that poverty costs British Columbia between $8 billion to $9 billion a year in terms of increased healthcare, criminal justice, and other social costs. By contrast, the cost of providing accessible quality childcare, paying fair wages, building affordable housing, and improving welfare rates is less than half as much: between $3 billion to $4 billion annually. Better Schools for BC, the BCTF’s platform document released in March 2011, also calls for a comprehensive plan to eliminate child poverty and homelessness in our province. For more information, see: www.bctf.ca/uploadedFiles/Public/Publications/BetterSchoolsForBC.pdf  -  30  - For more information, contact Nancy Knickerbocker, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell).)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/09/public-school-teachers-or-corporate.html,Staffroom Confidential: Public school teachers or corporate online learning... Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Thursday, September 20, 2012 Public school teachers or corporate online learning... The wholesale elimination of public schools would be a political impossibility. So too would be the wholesale replacement of brick and mortar schools with online learning. As a result, those who seek to make profits from education by replacing teachers with machines typically do so in small steps. Privatizing creeps in slowly, as does the use of computers where a teacher used to work. The recent announcement of contracts to Dynaread Special Education Corporation is a case in point. Crawford Bay School, in the Kootenay Lake District, has just signed up. (see: http://www.sfgate.com/business/prweb/article/Schools-Adopting-Promising-New-Learn-to-Read-3879820.php#page-1) Dynaread offers an online reading program for struggling readers. Like "Rosetta Stone", the program modifies the path a student takes based on answers to questions. The Dynaread web site acknowledges that no studies to date have determined its effectiveness nor compared it with traditional, teacher based reading programs. It is not surprising a school would turn to such a program. BC has lost over 700 special education teachers. Students who are struggling with reading, math or in other areas, typically have just minutes per week with a specialist teacher to address their learning needs. Without any targeted funding for students with disabilities such as dyslexia, the inadequate funding will often end up in the form of a single educational assistant in a classroom who is meant to work with multiple children with highly variable needs, such as autism, behaviour problems, low IQ, and so forth. Teachers consistently have to address individual learning needs of many of their students without adequate time to plan or work with the students one-on-one. In the face of a serious shortage of special education teachers to address student learning needs, online programs are cheap alternative. As the Dynaread Corporation describes it, they are less staff intensive. Where resources are adequate, struggling readers are assisted in a variety of ways. They can receive one-on-one instruction, using diagnostic tools and specific materials designed to ensure that the program meets the individual learners' needs. Many teachers also use small reading groups to ensure students are working at the appropriate level for their current ability or they have older students act as guides or mentors to younger students. This can be combined with large group instruction and reading activities that provide rich and varied experiences that encompass a wide variety of ways of talking about reading and exploring reading comprehension. All of these methods are social - they involve learning in an environment with other adults and children. They also involve learning beyond the nitty gritty specifics of verbal language skills. Students are learning a wide range of social skills, often discussions will break out, differences of opinion will be encountered and explored. Every learning activity also builds relationships - key to motivation and engagement. While I have no doubt a computer can probably provide training in the most narrow meaning of reading and reading comprehension, this pales in comparison to the breadth of experiences teachers create in classrooms. This inadequacy is compounded with growing concerns over the amount of screen time children are exposed to. The American Academy of Pediatrics recommends no more than two hours of screen time per day, for all screen activities - TV, video games, computers. In many households, this limit is met without any screen time at all in school. It can be difficult to contest any given introduction of technology in schools. Some do have genuine benefits as tools in a classroom. But the relentless push to use more technology and particularly to replace teaching time with computer time should be a warning. There is a bigger process at work, and decisions are not being made based on what's best for children. Rather, consistent underfunding is driving school boards into the hands of corporations waiting to reap profits from the K-12 sector. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 12:02 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest No comments: Post a Comment Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ▼  September (6) Numbers that count Chicago teachers push back "reform" agenda Public school teachers or corporate online learnin... On facts versus skills... Chicago teachers strike over class size, wages More educational change? Really? ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/IssuesInEducation.aspx?id=10802&printPage=true,BCTF-diversity discussion group responses on math for ESL  	BCTF > Issues in Education  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Issues in Education > Inclusive Education > Teaching to Diversity BCTF-diversity discussion group responses on math for ESL This was the request: I am searching for resources and ideas for supporting ESL students struggling with grade 8 math Thanks. Responses: 1) The Spectrum Math series can be helpful as it provides an example at the top of each page for children to follow and does not have a lot of written instructions. Christina 2) Saxon Math 554,65,76 would work well. Each lesson teaches a new "skill" (5-10min instruction), gives practice, review, basic computation skills, word problems, etc. Review of concepts is frequent and ongoing. Priscilla 3) Look at Trevor Calkins" ideas and his POWER OF TEN PROGRAM. Make sure you use math manipulatives. A primary teacher might lend you them. A couple of years ago, I analyzed the math text books gr 4 to 8. They all recommend that teachers use math manipulatives. Forget about written math problems..... The language is often too complex. 4) Another math resource is "Math to the Max", developed by the Edmonton School District. I have to the grade six level, but what might be useful is aligning the learning outcomes with what your students need. The program uses Alberta's learning outcomes, which are similar to B.C.'s. Edmonton Public Schools Resource Development Services, 2000 Centre for Education One Kingsway, Edmonton, Alberta T5H 4G9 5) I would highly recommend the JUMP Math program founded by John Mighton. You can connect with Rebecca Bermann (B.C. Manager) who could provide you with contacts and the resources as well as training. All the teachers who are using it here currently find it very helpful and especially for ESL students. JUMP has developed the material from Grades 3 to 8 and is working on Grades 1 and 2 currently. (www.jumpmath.org). I also recommend the book "The Myth of Ability" Lavana)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13854,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 1998 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 10, Number 7, May/June 1998 Quality Teaching Conference by Nancy Knickerbocker Exploring roles of teachers in the 21st century “Teaching in the 21st Century: Roles of Teachers” was the theme of the annual Quality Teaching Conference, held April 4 in Richmond. More than 200 teachers from throughout B.C. took the opportunity to rethink the place of teachers in our rapidly changing society. Key issues for discussion included: The impact of technology on teaching and learning The purpose of public schools—training or education? Leadership in education The new gender issue: Reconceptualizing maleness The 21st-century teacher Today’s classroom composition Curriculum, assessment, and accountability Globalization and public schools Can school be a school and a social service agency? BCTF President Kit Krieger offered an address on the changing role of teachers. “I have always considered teaching to be the most difficult and important job there is,” he said. “Unfortunately, many people underestimate the complexity of our work.” Krieger noted that education today, as always, involves a search for meaning and understanding. “As teachers, we build students’ capacities to understand, question, manipulate, accept, interact, and reflect. We help them to negotiate the balance and tension between the individual and the group, between thought and action, between the concrete and the abstract, between the certain and the speculative, between the arts and sciences, and between order and chaos.” While the essential purpose of teaching is timeless, the social context for our work has changed fundamentally. Krieger said the four most important contextual influences on the work of teachers are: The growing diversity of the student population The tensions between the needs of the students and the needs of the system The conflict between professional and bureaucratic cultures in schools The intensification of teachers’ work. In the past, he noted, students’ educational prospects were predetermined by academic and technical streaming. “Today, on the other hand, we see it as our role to ameliorate—not to institutionalize—class, gender, and other disparities.” Krieger expressed concern over the growing demands for system-wide accountability, evident in the expanded use of standardized mass testing. Increasingly these demands “collide with what teachers know is best for students.” He is disturbed that the Ministry of Education plans to include personal identification numbers on PLAP tests and allow teachers to use those tests to assess individual student achievement. “Teachers in B.C. must assertively oppose this move,” he said. Although teachers today are better trained than ever, they face more external controls than their predecessors did. He lamented “the ascendant value of management and the descendent value of pedagogy in administration.” The intensification of teachers’ work may be attributed to many factors, such as the rapid pace of curriculum change, the advent of new technologies, and integration of students with special needs. In the past, a wide array of social problems were either ignored by schools or dealt with by other institutions. Today, teachers are on the front lines, dealing with poverty, violence, child abuse, sexism, racism, and homophobia, he said. Krieger concluded by affirming that teachers must articulate a positive vision for public education and for the profession. “Nobody knows better than teachers the solutions that will work in our schools,” he said. “It is from within our ranks that the vision for education in the 21st c/entury will emerge.” Nobel prize-winning activist holds out hope for peace University of Victoria professor Dr. Mary-Wynn Ashford brought a message of “hope in a changing world” to more than 200 participants in the BCTF’s annual Quality Teaching Conference. A physician and educator, Dr. Ashford is former vice-president of International Physicians for Prevention of Nuclear War, the organization that won the 1985 Nobel Peace Prize. She has written extensively on war’s impact on women, and the roots of violence among youth. In her keynote address, Dr. Ashford analyzed some of the profound losses suffered by many citizens in contemporary society: loss of spirituality, of rootedness, of love, of work, of hope, of respect. She also reported on research that documented a marked decade-long decline in the value 15- and 16-year-olds place upon such qualities as honesty, respect, and politeness. Conducted on 1,500 teens in Sooke School District, the study revealed that placing little value upon politeness was the single best predictor of which students will be violent. “Can we, as teachers, alter these dynamics?” she asked. “How do we deal with this evidence that the situation is worsening, despite our best efforts?” She spoke of an “inner imperative” that compels people to act for the good in the face of such disastrous circumstances as the Nazi Holocaust. Like those who had the courage to respond to the refugee on the doorstep, we must “break the silence in dark times,” Dr. Ashford said. She encouraged listeners not to feel overwhelmed by the global changes that affect all of us in “the Coca Cola culture,” and to “resist the domination of money and seek deeper meaning in life.” We must all commit “to living a life consistent with saving the planet,” she said. “The ethic of each person does matter.” She spoke of the need to embrace non-violent strategies to contribute to the great social movements of our century: the environmental, women’s, peace, and human rights movements. Dr. Ashford espouses the doctrine of voluntary simplicity, which “exhorts us to leave behind the need to buy” and, like Gandhi, to “live simply so that others may simply live.” Since the fall of the Berlin Wall, the world has lived with a false sense of security, she said. Despite the end of the Cold War, the U.S. and Russia still have 20,000 nuclear weapons facing each other on high alert. “We are still only 12 minutes from the end of the earth,” she warned, and no disarmament talks are taking place at present. However, this year’s international ban on land mines has encouraged peace activists in their struggle to rid the world of nuclear weapons. There are many signs of hope, she said, from the recent World Court ruling that defines nuclear weapons as illegal under international law, to the increasing numbers of political leaders, generals, scholars, journalists, and everyday citizens who have begun taking action for peace. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20170418,bctf.ca,http://bctf.ca/history/collections/CartoonCollection.aspx?coll=2000s&image=7,BCTF Online Museum > Cartoons collection  Welcome Rooms Collections Resources Search Menu Collections  >  Cartoons  >  2000s Collection 2000s Cartoons Collection Item 1 of 23 Teacher cartoonist John Nolan captures the many roles teachers are expected to play--the Swiss Army Teacher. Item 2 of 23 Jinny Sims was the BCTF president when teachers undertook a two-week illegal strike in 2005--not long enough for this student. (September 2006) Item 3 of 23 The BCTF went on a two-week illegal strike in 2005--no classes. (October 2005) Item 4 of 23 Premier Gordon Campbell stirring up the BCTF. Item 5 of 23 Premier Gordon Campbell is surprised when the teachers actually do strike. Item 6 of 23 Premier Gordon Campbell carries responsibility for actions that created the 2005 strike of teachers. Item 7 of 23 BCTF President Jinny Sims never conceded that the 2005 strike was lost--and it wasn't. Item 8 of 23 This is a mug shot of Premier Campbell when he was arrested for driving under the influence during a holiday in Hawaii.  Bob Krieger's cartoon has the name of the newspaper crossed out because it was not run in the paper. Item 9 of 23 Krieger saw the strike of 2005 as an impasse with neither side having a place to move. Item 10 of 23 Vince Ready was the labour mediator who found the basis for ending the strike in 2005 (as well as in 2014).  Ready is called when major strikes or lockouts have no obvious solutions--and gets paid thousands of dollars a day, but always seems to find a basis for a resolution. Item 11 of 23 Krieger's take on how teachers felt when the 2005 strike was over and things got back to normal. Item 12 of 23 Mike de Jong was the BC Liberal Labour Minister who introduced the legislation imposing a contract on the BCTF, which led to the strike in 2005.  Jinny Sims was the BCTF President. Item 13 of 23 Premier Campbell is assessed the blame for inadequate funding for students with special needs. Failure to adequately fund early leads to more costs later. Item 14 of 23 Krieger captures the loss to students of inadequate funding for resources. Item 15 of 23 Premier Campbell after the resolution of the strike of 2005. Item 16 of 23 Item 17 of 23 The BCTF is not a pushover in negotiations. Item 18 of 23 Premier Campbell gets the gold medal for several years of having the highest child poverty of an province in Canada. Item 19 of 23 Premier Campbell said he would not privatize BC Rail—and then did. And made other promises, not kept, including support for public education. Campbell’s BC Liberals were first elected in 2001. Item 20 of 23 Item 21 of 23 Item 22 of 23 Krieger is pointing out the sweetener for the BCTF to sign a collective agreement with a bonus that was promised to all the public sector unions who signed deals that would expire after the 2010 Winter Olympics. The BCTF was the last to sign up only minutes before the deadline when the bonus would disappear. Item 23 of 23 © 201617 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy.)
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(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/BCTF63?lang=tr,SaanichTeachers (@BCTF63) - Twitter Twitter Arama sorgusu Twitter'da Ara Kaydedilmiş aramalar Kaldır Onaylanmış hesap @ Önerilen kullanıcılar Onaylanmış hesap @ Onaylanmış hesap @ Dil: Türkçe Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Hesabın var mı? Giriş yap Twitter'da yeni misin? Bugün Katıl » Giriş Yap Telefon, e-posta veya kullanıcı adı Şifre Giriş yap Beni hatırla Şifreni mi unuttun? Twitter'ı zaten kısa mesaj yoluyla mı kullanıyorsun? SaanichTeachers @BCTF63 Tweetler 749 Fotoğraflar/Videolar 63 Takip ediliyor 330 Takipçileri 458 Favoriler 127   Daha fazla Favoriler Listeler @BCTF63 adlı kişinin sesini aç @BCTF63 adlı kişiyi sessize al Takip et Takip ediliyor Takibi bırak Engellendi Engeli kaldır Beklemede İptal SaanichTeachers @BCTF63 A proud local of the BCTF based on southern Vancouver Island. Central Saanich, BC saanichteachers.com Eylül 2012 tarihinde katıldı 63 Fotoğraf ve video Tweetler Tweetler Tweetler ve yanıtlar SaanichTeachers @BCTF63  ·  30 Eyl Today: first payday in a long time for @BCTF63 teachers. Please see email from @sd63schools regarding pay calculation. #questions Yanıtla 0 yanıt Retweetle Retweetlendi 0 retweet Favorilere ekle Favorilere eklendi 0 favori Daha fazla Tweeti yerleştir SaanichTeachers @BCTF63  ·  26 Eyl It's Friday! We hope all @BCTF63 teachers had a good first week. Please remember to take some time for yourself this weekend. #sd63 Yanıtla 0 yanıt Retweetle Retweetlendi 4 retweet 4 Favorilere ekle Favorilere eklendi 3 favori 3 Daha fazla Tweeti yerleştir SaanichTeachers @BCTF63  ·  22 Eyl We want to thank @bctf teachers who will be in front of children today teaching and enriching lives. #bced Take care of yourselves too! Yanıtla 0 yanıt Retweetle Retweetlendi 8 retweet 8 Favorilere ekle Favorilere eklendi 5 favori 5 Daha fazla Tweeti yerleştir SaanichTeachers @BCTF63  ·  20 Eyl Thank you to all our #Saanich @sd63schools #cupe colleagues for support. Your support was so appreciated + uplifting. #solidarity #bced Yanıtla 0 yanıt Retweetle Retweetlendi 2 retweet 2 Favorilere ekle Favorilere eklendi 1 Daha fazla Tweeti yerleştir SaanichTeachers @BCTF63  ·  20 Eyl Fascinating #bced article http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/british-columbia/the-secret-meeting-that-broke-the-bc-teachers-impasse/article20712872/ … #bcpoli Özeti görüntüle Yanıtla 0 yanıt Retweetle Retweetlendi 0 retweet Favorilere ekle Favorilere eklendi 0 favori Daha fazla Tweeti yerleştir SaanichTeachers retweetledi Lana Popham MLA @lanapopham  ·  20 Eyl Climate change is the greatest threat to global food production in our time. http://saanichsouth.blogspot.ca/2014/09/as-new-democrat-spokesperson-for.html … #bcpoli Yanıtla 0 yanıt Retweetle Retweetlendi 4 retweet 4 Favorilere ekle Favorilere eklendi 3 favori 3 Daha fazla Tweeti yerleştir SaanichTeachers @BCTF63  ·  19 Eyl Just a friendly reminder to all @BCTF63 teachers; today is YOUR day to use as you see fit. No requirement to attend work/meetings. #bced Yanıtla 0 yanıt Retweetle Retweetlendi 2 retweet 2 Favorilere ekle Favorilere eklendi 2 favori 2 Daha fazla Tweeti yerleştir SaanichTeachers @BCTF63  ·  18 Eyl Over 400 @BCTF63 teachers in the @SD63Stellys gym. Thanks to all @bctf teachers for attending! #bced pic.twitter.com/5095jDP7if Daha fazla fotoğraf ve video görüntüle Yanıtla 0 yanıt Retweetle Retweetlendi 5 retweet 5 Favorilere ekle Favorilere eklendi 4 favori 4 Daha fazla Tweeti yerleştir SaanichTeachers @BCTF63  ·  18 Eyl Reminder for @BCTF63 members if you cannot attend Stelly's session you can vote at the STA Office from 8-4pm Thursday. Yanıtla 0 yanıt Retweetle Retweetlendi 2 retweet 2 Favorilere ekle Favorilere eklendi 0 favori Daha fazla Tweeti yerleştir SaanichTeachers retweetledi Aaron Mueller @aaronmueller  ·  16 Eyl A deal, a deal, a tentative deal! Vote will be soon and can't wait to see the details. Woke up to good news today! #bced Yanıtla 0 yanıt Retweetle Retweetlendi 16 retweet 16 Favorilere ekle Favorilere eklendi 10 favori 10 Daha fazla Tweeti yerleştir SaanichTeachers @BCTF63  ·  16 Eyl Details on Thursday vote to follow later today. #bced We think bargaining team deserve a few zzzzzs. #bced Yanıtla 0 yanıt Retweetle Retweetlendi 1 Favorilere ekle Favorilere eklendi 2 favori 2 Daha fazla Tweeti yerleştir SaanichTeachers @BCTF63  ·  16 Eyl Vote Thursday. #bced Yanıtla 0 yanıt Retweetle Retweetlendi 1 Favorilere ekle Favorilere eklendi 0 favori Daha fazla Tweeti yerleştir SaanichTeachers retweetledi Alberta Teachers Asn @albertateachers  ·  16 Eyl Congratulations! RT @bctf: A tentative settlement has been reached this morning. Details not being released at this time. #bced #abed Sohbeti göster Yanıtla 0 yanıt Retweetle Retweetlendi 12 retweet 12 Favorilere ekle Favorilere eklendi 6 favori 6 Daha fazla Tweeti yerleştir SaanichTeachers retweetledi CFAX1070 @cfax1070  ·  16 Eyl BREAKING NEWS in the BC teachers's dispute. BCTF announces via twitter a tentative settlement with the government #bced #bcpoli Yanıtla 0 yanıt Retweetle Retweetlendi 8 retweet 8 Favorilere ekle Favorilere eklendi 1 Daha fazla Tweeti yerleştir SaanichTeachers retweetledi CKNW @CKNW  ·  16 Eyl Deal has been reached in the Education dispute in BC. Keep it on @CKNW for all the details. Yanıtla 0 yanıt Retweetle Retweetlendi 16 retweet 16 Favorilere ekle Favorilere eklendi 8 favori 8 Daha fazla Tweeti yerleştir SaanichTeachers retweetledi Charmaine de Silva @char_des  ·  16 Eyl Just spoke to @bctf pres Jim Iker. Says tentative deal now go to members. When schools open hinges on vote timeline, rules for that. #bced Yanıtla 0 yanıt Retweetle Retweetlendi 25 retweet 25 Favorilere ekle Favorilere eklendi 7 favori 7 Daha fazla Tweeti yerleştir SaanichTeachers retweetledi BCTF @bctf  ·  16 Eyl Thank you #bced teachers for your commitment, courage, and strength. More details will be available later this morning. #bcpoli Yanıtla 0 yanıt Retweetle Retweetlendi 321 retweet 321 Favorilere ekle Favorilere eklendi 201 favori 201 Daha fazla Tweeti yerleştir SaanichTeachers retweetledi Paul Steer @PaulSteer  ·  16 Eyl #BCTF local offices will be gearing up for the 2nd province wide #bced vote in as many wks. No word yet as to when. Details, details! Yanıtla 0 yanıt Retweetle Retweetlendi 9 retweet 9 Favorilere ekle Favorilere eklendi 1 Daha fazla Tweeti yerleştir SaanichTeachers retweetledi Steve Lus @stevecbc  ·  16 Eyl They did what many predicted impossible. No legislation. A tentative deal. Breakthrough. Vince Ready wears white hat again. #bced #cbc Yanıtla 0 yanıt Retweetle Retweetlendi 15 retweet 15 Favorilere ekle Favorilere eklendi 6 favori 6 Daha fazla Tweeti yerleştir SaanichTeachers takip etti Mike Galliford, wesupportbcteachers, Cheryl Bloxham ve diğer 23 kişi @mikegalliford adlı kişinin sesini aç @mikegalliford adlı kişiyi sessize al Takip et Takip ediliyor Takibi bırak Engellendi Engeli kaldır Beklemede İptal Mike Galliford @mikegalliford Learner, Teacher, Responsible Crew Member on Spaceship Earth @WeSupportBCTeac adlı kişinin sesini aç @WeSupportBCTeac adlı kişiyi sessize al Takip et Takip ediliyor Takibi bırak Engellendi Engeli kaldır Beklemede İptal wesupportbcteachers @WeSupportBCTeac Tweets from Twitter and our Facebook page. We are parents. We are CUPE. We want a fair deal for BC Teachers and better support for kids We Support BC Teachers! Twitter kapasiteyi aşmış veya geçici bir kesinti yaşıyor olabilir. Tekrar dene Daha fazla bilgi için Twitter Durumu'nu ziyaret et. Kapat SaanichTeachers takip etti SaanichTeachers güncellemelerinin hiçbirini kaçırma Central Saanich, BC · Değiştir © 2014 Twitter Hakkımızda Yardım Reklam bilgileri Kapat Gündem Sadece senin için seçilmiş gündem. Gündem, önemsediğin şeylere yakınlaşmak için eşsiz bir yol sunar. Konumuna ve takip ettiğin kişilere göre senin için oluşturulur. Değiştir Kişiselleştirilmiş Gündem ile devam et Dünya Gündemini Al Bitti Gizle Kapat Önceki Sonraki Kapat Birinin profiline git Kaydedilmiş aramalar Kaldır Onaylanmış hesap @ Önerilen kullanıcılar Onaylanmış hesap @ Onaylanmış hesap @ Kapat Bunu takipçilerine retweetlemek istiyor musun? İptal Retweetle Kapat Bu Tweeti silmek istediğinden emin misin? İptal Sil Kapat Engelle İptal Engelle Tweetlerine konum bilgisi ekle Tweetine konum bilgisi eklediğinde Twitter bu konumu saklar. Konum bilgisini her tweetten önce açıp kapayabilirsin ve istediğin zaman konum geçmişini temizleyebilirsin. Daha fazla bilgi al Konum bilgisini etkinleştir Şimdi değil Konum bilgisini kapat Kapat Profil özeti Kapat Listelerin Kapat Yeni bir liste oluştur Liste adı Açıklama 100 karakterin altında, tercihe bağlı Gizlilik Herkese açık · Bu listeyi herkes takip edebilir Özel · Bu listeye sadece sen erişebilirsin Listeyi kaydet Kapat Kapat Bu Tweeti yerleştir Bu Tweeti internet sitene eklemek için aşağıdaki kodu kopyala. Daha fazla bilgi Hmm, sunucuya ulaşırken bir sorun oluştu. Tekrar dene? Kaynak Tweeti ekle Medyayı ekle Ön izleme Kapat Twitter'a kaydol Twitter'da yok musun? Kaydol, ilgini çeken olayları takip et ve her şeyden sıcağı sıcağına haberdar ol. Hesabın var mı? Giriş yap » Kapat Çift yönlü (gönderim ve alım) kısa kodları: Ülke Kod kurumunun müşterileri için ABD 40404 (herhangi biri) Kanada 21212 (herhangi biri) Birleşik Krallık 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brezilya 40404 Nextel, TIM Haiti 40404 Digicel, Voila İrlanda 51210 Vodafone, O2 Hindistan 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Endonezya 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata İtalya 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » Diğer ülkelerin kısa mesaj kodlarını gör Kapat Doğrulama)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "Eid Mubarak to all those celebrating in BC!" @bcliberals - 06:52pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8716&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, Number 6, May/June 2004 The changing seasons of wellness by Julia Johnson "To everything there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven." — Ecclesiastes 3:1. We are fortunate to experience four distinct seasons. Much of what we do and many of our interests are governed by the seasons. In spring, the season of new growth, we create gardens, nurture new life, step into the warmth of the sun, and reconnect with the neighbourhood. In summer, the season of abundant growth and longer days, we extend ourselves beyond measure. Days are full from sunrise to sunset with activities that keep us outside with others, basking in the success of our springtime endeavours. In the autumn, the harvest season, we reap what we have sown, drawing to us those things that will nourish us physically, emotionally, socially, and spiritually during the long winter months. In the winter, the season of rest, the season of death, we cocoon. This spring has burst into our province with bright sunlight and unusual warmth. In the Lower Mainland, the transition from winter to spring is heralded by trees exploding with blossoms and grounds blanketed with a rainbow of colours from a wide assortment of spring bulbs. Elsewhere, spring creeps in more slowly, making this the most anticipated and the most welcomed season. With each melting snowbank, new growth is revealed. And as the spring rains wash away the remnants of winter, we are reminded of the cycle of life. The bleakness of winter and the dreariness of cold, dark, short days and long nights slowly pass, and in this new light and new warmth, we find new energy. With the passing seasons we enjoy a natural rhythm of seasonal activities that challenge, inspire, motivate, and encourage relaxation, connecting us to who we are. We await each season with anticipation, hopeful for another opportunity to express ourselves in unique ways. Poets frequently use this cycle of natural change as fodder for their craft. Their poetry, a language of reflection exemplifies an inner journey, a journey that expresses their struggle to wellness. Even though the cycle of the seasons determines, to a large degree, the kinds of activities in which we engage, when we reflect upon the life we are living, we do so from the perspective of a linear time line. This linear view of examining how we live compels us to interpret upheavals in our life’s journey as catastrophic. For many, having to cope with a severe illness, a forced employment move, a marital break-up, or the loss of a loved one causes us to feel as though we have reached the end of the line. With this perspective comes the fear our life as we know it has ended, and we become worried over what we will do now or what will happen next. Living in harmony with the natural cycles of the seasons, as many of the indigenous people of our planet once did, provides an alternative way of viewing our journey through life. To view a life’s journey in the context of the natural cycle of the seasons is to understand that when we are afflicted with traumatic change, we are experiencing the winter season of our life. From this perspective, our personal drama becomes a reason to rest and to reflect. This view brings comfort and safety, as we begin to realize that our personal upheavals are not the end of the road, but part of a natural cycle of living. When we live our misfortunes as though we are only experiencing a winter season, we are able to appreciate the need for winter’s silence, for it is a time to listen to our soul telling us what to let go, so room can be made for planting the seeds of new endeavours. This cyclical perception of life takes away fear and uncertainty. We come to know that in time the winter season we are living will end and we will be entering our life’s spring season where the seeds of new ideas will take root, new projects will surface, new roads will be taken, and new friends will be made. With this perception, hope is restored. Knowing this enables you to view your life’s journey as a continuous cycle of change in a wellness paradigm, instead of a journey to old age, where ill health and death await. This view of a life’s journey is not new. It is rooted in the ancient wisdom of our sages long past. Hear how Rumi (1207—1273) expressed a similar thought in his poem The Guest House. The Guest House This being human is a guest house. Every morning a new arrival. A joy, a depression, a meanness, Some momentary awareness comes As an unexpected visitor. Welcome and entertain them all! Even if they’re a crowd of sorrows, Who violently sweep your house Empty of its furniture, Still, treat each guest honourably. He may be clearing you out For some new delight. The dark thought, the shame, the malice, Meet them at the door laughing, And invite them in. Be grateful for whoever comes, Because each has been sent As a guide from beyond. (The Essential Rumi, translated by Coleman Barks, Harper Collins, 1997, p. 109). As we approach the end of another school year and enter the natural season of summer, indulge yourself with the time to examine your life in the context of the changing seasons. In what season are you now living? The answer will create a frame of reference that will gently nudge you onto a path of lifelong learning and personal well-being. I wish you a great summer with the signoff from CBC’s Dead Dog Café, "Stay Calm, Be Brave, and Watch for the Signs," for that will facilitate your journey toward being well. Julia Johnson, a learning resource teacher at Red Bluff School in Quesnel, is a BCTF PD wellness associate, johnsonj@abccom.bc.ca.)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2014/09/tentative-agreement-yes-or-no.html?showComment0751410930979430,Staffroom Confidential: Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, September 16, 2014 Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Despite what I know was a herculean effort on the part of our bargaining team, I very much hope that BC teachers will vote no to the tentative agreement. After five weeks of strike, and twelve years of legal battles, this is not the deal that will restore sanity to public education and it is not a fair deal for teachers and students. Just as teachers in Saskatchewan rejected a deal to ensure a better outcome, I hope BC teachers will consider a no vote to let our team know we have to go back to the bargaining table. Class size, composition The agreement provided a modified LIF fund starting at $75 million per year and increasing to $85 by the last year. It is for teachers only, which will mean a slight improvement in Districts where sizeable portions were spent on Education Assistants or senior District staff rather than teachers. However, in an average size District like Victoria (20,000 students, 1,000 teachers), this will translate into about 5-10 more teachers. That is one for every five schools. To put it in comparison, Justice Griffin's judgement estimated the lost funding due to lost class size language at about $330 million in current dollars. (Read more here about the proposed Education Fund.) I heard so many teachers speak up about the need to ensure that we do not return to over-crowded classes when the strike ends. This agreement does very little to alleviate what is the most pressing issue. Throwing away the court victory The agreement provides a "reopener" in the event we win on appeal our class size language. What this means is that the language returns, but is not implemented until new language is negotiated. Without the actual implementation of the returned language, there will be very little incentive for the government to bargain it back. We would essentially be back in the very same position we are in today, with government trying to bargain it out and us trying to bargain it back in. In my opinion, even if we were legislated back to work we would be in a superior position. If we won the appeal the government would then be forced to implement the language. We are thus throwing away our historic court victory and the bargaining pressure it potentially creates. The reopener is really only mildly less offensive than E80. In both cases, we have to bargain back what was illegally taken from our contract and the government will probably never have to restore it. In fact, the "reopener" creates the perfect opportunity for government to lock us out to try and force us to agree to something far inferior. Throwing away the remedy for the last twelve years The agreement provides $105 million to compensate for grievances over-sized classes for the last twelve years. Using Justice Griffin's estimates, our loss is roughly $300 million times 12 = over $3 billion. I cannot fathom how $105 million is a fair compromise. The BCTF's original proposal to put this money back into the system was a more fair and productive approach. This agreement means we can no longer go to the courts for a fair remedy. Wages The agreement is very close to government's original offer. While I would be willing to accept this if the class size language was returned, teachers should not be taking such a significant monetary loss without the commensurate gain in working conditions. We have lost roughly 12% of our annual salary. We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut. Minimal improvements There are very minimal improvements in preparation time for elementary teachers (10 minutes per week), and TTOC daily rate. The TTOC daily rate change may depend on your grid placement. It could actually be a wage loss for long term TTOCs who are above category 5 and step 7. There is also $11 million in health and dental benefits. At 40,000 members, this is $275 each. Hardly worth consideration in the context of the rest of the agreement. What next? There are a variety of options if we vote no. We can continue the strike. We can choose to return to work and continue bargaining. We do not, and should not, accept an agreement that doesn't meet our needs and doesn't meet the needs of students and public education. When Saskatchewan teachers rejected the first deal which had 5.5% wage increases over four years, the second deal had 7.3% increases over four years. They have said this still isn't good enough. For us, our main issue is classroom conditions. We need to say this isn't good enough. The way to do that is to vote no. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 7:48 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 124 comments: Troy MooreSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:17 PM The EC recommendation states the open clause will be argued from restored language. However, selling our grievances for nothing as the 105 million is strike savings, is plenty of reason to vote no. Further, no composition caps, but a fund controlled by Superintendents is enough reason to vote no. Thursday I will vote no.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:06 PM Re-opener also says "education fund" in place until new language bargained, so old language can disappear forever.Delete Reply Mme RousseauSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:33 PM Government starved us to death hoping we'd vote yes to whatever deal they'd offer. Planned it from the start.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:07 PM We can sill choose (collectively) to return to work if we reject this deal. Many options.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:09 PM Great analysis, Tara! I think that returning to work would be a bad idea. This will frustrate parents more if they need to find new ways to deal with taking care fo kids. USe the money given to you by the other unions. I am a teacher who had to quit for stress over the terrible condition of work (split FI grade 4/5, several low LD kids with little support, one severe with no support, 2 gifted (no support), and a principal who expected me to teach 2 separate social studies AND science programs)Delete Reply Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:56 PM Good points by all but the gov't succeeded in starving my family out and completly breaking us. I will be voting YES and live to fight another dayReplyDelete Replies schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:21 PM 'Fight another day'? In the last twelve years that we have been pushing back against this government, never has the tide tide been so much with teachers, class size/composition, and public education - and never has the government been pushed back onto the ropes (especially with the call for binding arbitration). What 'other day' is being proposed that we wait for? Now is the time. Vote 'no' and give the BCTF bargaining team a renewed mandate to get a decent deal for students and teachers.Delete Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:10 PM "Another day" means to wake up and realize that 2more weeks means my family of 5 could lose our home. It means I will do all I can to recall Cc, Factbender, and other mla's, and maybe even having "a guy I know" have a chat with them. In year 1 of their reign, I don't believe they even know what "the ropes" are. I will vote YES ...for my family, and I can live with thatDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:12 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply Karen FergusonSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:03 PM Just a question: When the Saskatchewan teachers voted no, had they already been on strike for 5 weeks?ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM No. They are working with no contract. They are not on strike.Delete Shannon DavisSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:23 AM I am a Saskatchewan teacher. We are not on strike; we are currently in the conciliation process after voting "no" to 2 previous offersDelete Reply "Mama Rose"September 16, 2014 at 9:27 PM Can we truly return to work without agreeing and continue bargaining? When I suggested returning to work a few weeks ago, the answer was "being on strike puts pressure on the gov't and without pressure they have no reason to settle." And can you explain more how legislating us back would be better than agreeing to this deal? And finally, why would the BCTF executive put forward a deal that was not a good one?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:30 PM Because they need confirmation of the resolve of the membership to get something better. That is what a no vote does.Delete Reply Troylana MSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:28 PM some great points to ponder, tara......thinking thinking....ReplyDelete schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:43 PM If we vote 'no' to the tentative deal we still have options: We'd not have a contract. But we could... a) strike with full picket lines b) partially strike with phase 1 (work-to-rule) in schools c) partially strike with periodic/rotating job action d) continue negotiating e) return to work and re-escalate strike f) some/all of the above ReplyDelete Replies Caroline MackenzieSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:21 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:14 PM a) will expedite matters (I say less that 3 days)Delete Reply danabjornsonSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:05 PM I am thinking that a legislated, crappier contract would only be in effect for 2 years max (before elections...). If we take this offer, then we will be agreeing to this pseudo-E80. Should we win the court case (which we likely will), we will have to settle on the terms of the THIS negotiated contract which doesn't actually restore learning conditions; it simply allows for those conditions to be negotiated. If we say n, then we default to the 2002 contract, which DOES restore the language. A "yes" vote is saying that we are good on "crumbs"; a "no" vote is saying we want an actual meal. That's my understanding, anyway. Please correct me where I am wrong, Tara. :)ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:44 PM And word is IF they legislate, they could opt to legislate back Grade 10-12 only causing the union to have to lay off all teachers and re-hire based on seniority. That will tear the union at the seams pitting teacher against teacher for those positions. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:17 PM There will be a general strike if that were to happen! They better not do this. They will regret it.Delete Reply imaginefunlearningSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:09 PM Some good points on the background of our fight over the past 12 years, which I have been actively engaged in; however we need to recognize the climate we are in. We are not in Sask. people! We have just come through a very long summer!! We need to thank our @bctf bargaining team & recognize the toll this has taken on all of us & our families. I don't have the luxury of more time on the strike line. This may be as good as it gets. Let's read the agreement and consider getting back to work and making some $ again! That's my 2 cents worth, which would come in really handy right now!!!ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:18 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply RobSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:11 PM Go back in work to rule mode. Work this winter to recall every Liberal MLA. ThAt is the only way to apply pressure to these criminals. ReplyDelete Replies Kate RestonSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:03 PM Recall! Not sure who won the battle but the war is still onDelete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:14 AM Well said Kate... I agree 100%Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:20 PM I think say NO and a better deal will be done in less than 3 days. These guys are not criminals, they are lower than that. I bet they get a sick pleasure in hurting the kids and the teachers.Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:31 PM An official recall is in the works: https://www.facebook.com/groups/316129595235450/?fref=ts Please consider joining.Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:26 AM Leah - do you honestly think anyone who voted BC Liberal did so thinking that they would act any differently on the education file?Delete Reply JJSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:16 PM I am glad to see other members who share my views. I am outraged at a 1.2 percent "raise" in salary per year that doesn't even meet inflation of currently 2%. I feel used and abused.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:23 PM Not to mention all of the other pittance! I am actually surprised that Iker asked teachers to vote on this! Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:18 PM Hi Tara Thanks for the summary! Will we be able to vote NO to the deal, but vote YES to returning to work? Will there be three options when we vote Thursday? Why did the BCTF agree to a substandard deal for us? If we vote no to a deal that was recommended to us, the teachers look like the bad guys and public approval will plummet. I am very disappointed and frustratedReplyDelete Replies KataSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:12 AM Public approval will not necessarily plummet. I have seen strikes where the membership has voted against the executive's "best results to date", and ended up with a better offer. This offer is an insult. The $300 million will not bring funding to the national average (I believe). More importantly, the wage offer is half of the average wage increase for public and private workers (StatsCan). Delete Reply MontySeptember 16, 2014 at 10:19 PM Thank you, Tara. My thoughts too, more clearly expressed. As well, Thursday is too soon to vote, too soon to vote, too soon to vote........ReplyDelete Richard ChalkeSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:21 PM Vote no and lose every shred of public support...just sayin!ReplyDelete Replies UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:31 AM I am a member of the public and would support a "no" vote. js!.Delete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:01 AM Richard Chalke, NO you won't! I am a mother with 3 adopted special needs children who need to be in a class that is designed for them and others like them (my kids are academically slightly delayed but their issues are more social and behavioural) where they can receive the education they deserve taught in a way they can comprehend. I will speak now for all the parents I know, and we will support the teacher's if they continue to fight for our children's best interest.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:28 PM It might not be pretty at first, but once we explain things (and I hope the Mandarin-speaking teachers flood the Richmond organization that voiced their concerns), they will back us. The 3 billions that the judge came to is the first I hear about. This should be stated to every newsmedia comment section in the province. Minimize pickets and flood those outlets with commenters, just like the Liberals do. Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:45 PM I am a member of the public and a single Mother of a child in the public school system. You will NOT lose one bit of my support if you vote no. I know that you are sacrificing so that my child can have a better education, and I am most grateful for it. Having said that, I also know that you are exhausted and broke. I have been dreading that you may have to settle for less than what you (we) deserve because the government succeeded in breaking you. I am not in your shoes, so cannot judge. If the vote is a yes, I understand and I am still behind you. Delete Reply Alison RocheSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:25 PM It is a crap deal. It's always a crap deal. Once you raise the stakes to striking, anything else is a cave in. The last time we walked out was the 3 day illegal strike where I threw away 1200$ and got EXACTLY the same contract I had the year before. The BCTF called it a win because they didn't rip up MORE of my contract. Ridiculous. There are a few of us that believe that working to contract, doing 100% of your teaching job and nothing more (like paying for supplies out of your own pocket or EC) is the only way teachers will survive this government. What if they get re-elected again? Then what? Teachers have lost thousands to these clowns to make "statements" about the state of public education in this province. We can't keep sacrificing ourselves and our families. And in the meantime, you talk to parents about why you have to take this crappy road. Because up until this strike they mostly didn't care about the state of education, but god forbid you didn't run a Sports Day. Then suddenly they wanted to know what the hell was going on. Keep the conversation going in schools. Attend your PAC meetings and stop enabling this govt to underfund and overwork the system. And still get paid!ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:20 AM I am very excited at the prospect of returning to my beloved job on Friday. However I will NOT continue to put my personal money into my classroom and I will be seriously reconsidering my involvement in extra curriculars. I think we shoot ourselves in the foot with all the unpaid work we so willingly volunteer to do. Delete Reply FCSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:38 PM I heard a rumour last week from a loose lipped government insider that after the 22nd, depending on the outcome of the negotiations the Liberals were going to announce a 3 step process. I was not clear if this was based on 3 steps to resolve the strike (perhaps the 3rd step is legislation??) or 3 steps to overhaul the education system, either way, they will settle it outright. I wish you all luck and all the information that you need to make a sound decision of what you feel is best.ReplyDelete Replies Lisa BurrowsSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:53 PM I have heard similar rumours. On the 23rd, the gov. was planning on introducing a $6000 per year voucher system for 3 choices: an academic or trades program, or something called EducationCanada. Not clear whether their intention was to privatize the public system, de-certify teachers and hire them back under new wage/benefits. Not clear where these rumours originated from. Maybe fear tactics to get teachers to vote yes. In any event, I plan on voting yes. I signed up to be a teacher, not a martyr. This strike has cost us a lot. We need to regain our livelihood and hopefully continue the conversation about class composition. We have at least awakened many people to the issue, and the court case is still an avenue that could eventually improve teaching and learning conditions.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:33 PM I urge all teachers to fight and say NO to this deal. Retired teacher who had to retire because horrendous work conditions. Make me proud. They will not last long if you say NO! I know this is tough, but there is money and I hear that Van City does offer loan at low to 0 %. Banks do allow you to miss a mortgage payment. Go talki to your banker.Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM Will school districts require teachers to make up missed days, as suggested in the media? Will the school calendar be changing to make up for the missed three weeks and if so will we be made aware of those changes PRIOR to the vote? ReplyDelete KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:41 PM "Wages..... We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut." And that is the cost of going on strike!!! There is nothing that can be done about that. You cannot go on strike and put up the raise you want every week to compensate for your time on strike - it doesn't work that way.ReplyDelete Replies Drew StevensonSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:59 AM I believe the missing "..." Suggests that they meant to refer to the losses against inflation since the last wage step increase. Thus this contract does not allow us to recover the buying power lost to inflation since the last non contract or "0%" year. Add those up and compare against the proposed increase and you see that by the end of the contract, we won't be able to afford the same value of goods (loaves of bread, watts of energy, litres of gas) that we could at the end of the last contracts term. It was not a comment about wages that were lost in the strike. Those are really small potatoes when compared to the grinding power of inflation over years and years. The next contract will use this latest for a bench mark so these losses to inflation will grind at all teachers for as long as they teach. A death of a thousand cuts to our ability to afford basic goods and services. Any raise less than inflation is a cut to the value placed on us and on our ability to pay our bills. Delete Reply Ed SSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:09 PM Having lost $20,000 (including summer school wages) as the single income for a family of five is far too much; I will be voting YES to the deal, unless the independently wealthy teachers out there who wish to continue the strike will pay my bills and mortgage for me.ReplyDelete Replies Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:14 PM I feel ya. Yes for meDelete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:18 AM Ed S. With all due respect (and I mean that), how did you lose $20,000 in the strike? Teachers were out 2 weeks (all out) before they were supposed to be in June, and now 3 weeks for the start of school? It is my understanding that teachers don't get paid through the summer months. Please correct me if I'm wrong, wherever I'm wrong. Shouldn't you have been financially alright for the summer months at least? Also all teachers knew this strike had a possibility of extending into the new school year but no one teacher budgeted for this possibility? I'm truly just trying to get a clear picture of where this all stems. NO disrespect intended.Delete BlairSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:12 AM Kelly, not Ed but if you look at the numbers there was the 10% lockout haircut in May/June plus the loss of most of June and the loss of much of September. In our 1 teacher (1 non) household we calculated a $9 K - $10 K loss so far. If you add summer school earnings you can easily make the loss in the $20 k zone. As for budgeting, we budget for the summer, but did not expect the 10% haircut, nor the loss of June/Sept days which completely messed our budgeting calculations. A very good friend (single teaching mother) was crushed by the loss of the June income and is without a penny today.Delete Mr. SmoothSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:35 PM The only one who didn't get a haircut was Jim Iker... and he needs one more than anyone else. What's with that over-coiffed 70"s mullet Jim? Does wonders for the BCTF brand image!Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:55 PM Jim's hair is not open for discussion in a respectful space like this. As for his salary, he is a teacher who does not get paid when we are on strike.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:04 PM Totally agree!Delete Reply Mr. GSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:24 PM If I thought they could do any better I would agree with voting NO, but you have to be realistic. The BCTF does not use professionals to bargain and always ends up with much less than they promise the membership when asking for a strike vote. While this is not a great deal for teachers, I really think you're fooling yourself if you think it'll get any better.ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:02 AM BCTF needs to be replaced with younger more adept representatives and advocates. Also, we should be hiring professional contract negotiators - you don't go into battle with cut throat corporate types with a wooden knife. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:37 PM This is BAD deal! Say NO to it and show those (expletives) that we will not take it anymore! Come on! Show them that teachers have a spine! They will respect us, oddly!Delete Reply retaSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:51 PM I agree with Richard. Those in the public that are uniformed would be furious, and there are many teachers who just can't afford to use their wages as their voice any longer - too much has already been donated to the government. In my opinion, the deal is pretty lame. I am sitting on the fence.ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:24 AM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:26 AM So true!!! I cannot afford to fight this battle for public education any longer. Why is this my personal and professional obligation??? However I think this deal is weak weak weak. I also think its the best we are going to get. Ideologically I'm on the fence but my wallet will vote YES.Delete Reply SirThinksToo MuchSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:54 PM My wife and I will be voting "Yes" on Thursday for it is the middle path. The easy path would have been for us to go back to school with E-80 & E-81 over our heads. The difficult path would be for us to vote "No" and put our mortgage at risk and having to continue asking retired parents for handouts to feed a family with three kids. The middle path is the wisest choice for us considering the current political climate in which those who do not teach are the quickest to judge it harshly.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:41 PM I understand that this is really tough for you! I almost died teaching a few month ago. I had to quit. Please consider holding on and say no. Remember the short loss in salary will be offset in the LONG-RUn by better salary increase. This is a joke! They will be laughing at you even more if we accept this. This is a very bad deal! However, I do respect your position!Delete Reply DaleSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:16 AM Why would classroom conditions be better on October 9th after being legislated back? We have been outplayed because of our stubborn refusal to outdated, tired old tactics. It is because of these actions that have led us to this terrible deal. Time to reset, regroup and stock up for the long haul. Can't do it if half the members commit hara kiri on themselves. We are a union of professionals not a cult. ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:49 AM Could not agree more.Delete schreck!September 17, 2014 at 9:44 AM Could you please advise which tactics you believe could have been used to secure a superior deal?Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:47 AM Full disclosure: I'm a BC Liberal supporter. The only people who would benefit from a NO vote are the BC Liberals. Teachers would be bargaining with no leverage whatsoever and would be viewed by a large segment of the population as unreasonable. The BC Liberals then get portray themselves as the only party capable of dealing with the BCTF. schreck! says that the BCTF has the government on the ropes, but he couldn't be farther from the truth. The government wants people to view the BCTF as their primary opponent. Disputes like this just shore up the BC Liberal base and protect its right flank. Any half-baked recall campaign will only reinforce that. It's true teachers aren't going to recoup the lost wages from the strike. I would suggest to you that that means this job action was probably not in teachers' interests, especially without any sort of appreciable strike fund. This is the best deal teachers were ever going to get with this government and people should have been able to recognize that in June. If you want my advice (which you probably don't), it would be to spend the next 5 years building up a strike fund, electing better leaders, and hiring a professional negotiating team. Don't bring a knife to a gunfight and expect things to go well. Focus on getting the best deal you can from whoever the government is rather than trying to change the government, the HST, Kinder Morgan or a thousand different issues that distract from education and erode the union's finances further. You'd be doing yourself a favour, and probably doing the NDP a favour at the same time. Also, if schreck! is David Schreck, you can thank his opposition to STV for the last two BC Liberal majorities. I know I do.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:11 PM One step would be to stop making political contributions to the NDP. This only contributes to the childish animosity and lack of trust that has constantly characterized negotiations. How else can the Socreds/Liberals view teachers except as enemies when they so publicly support their opponents. This stupid confrontational immature approach has to STOP!!!!! Education should not be a political fight when it is so obviously a valuable benefit to our society. It was an NDP government that legislated teachers back to work in 1993. Stop making education a political fight.Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:10 PM I don't think they have to go that far. CUPE and the Nurses still contribute to the NDP yet they don't have the same acrimonious relationship. CUPE and the Nurses just make their members their priority, and broader advocacy second.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:55 PM Ryan (possibly a Liberal paid commenter), with all due respect, I disagree with you. The cumulative increase in lieu of this will be better. Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can. I say to Iker, ask for 6% over 3 years because these people love to play the 15% over 15 year game to make it so big on the surface. Some people think that this is 15% every year. Believe me! I have seen it in comment sections. Others believe that the 15% is too high not understanding that they must divide things over the duration of the contract. It is time that we play it smarter. It is time to put the foot down and ask for money given to us by other unions, if it is needed. Banks can accept one late mortgage payment. It would be suicidal for them to not help. Imagine the possible damage if that ever leaks out. They could lose a lot in teacher money. I for one would pull my money out of a bank in support! Teachers are going to show this government that we have a spine! Enough is enough! Aren't you tired of being treated like kids? (Retired teacher who almost died in a car accident because of work conditions that were horrendous. I had to quit.)Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 AM Not paid by the BC Liberals. I pay them actually... :/ I imagine astroturfers of any affiliation wouldn't disclose their bias. "Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can." How did that work in May 2013? If the teachers reject a contract that their own union endorsed, it will make teachers seem unreasonable. Whether that perception is true or fair is irrelevant. It's what will happen, and teachers will be weaker as a result. Take my advice. Build up a strike fund and focus on the internal governance of the BCTF for the next 6 years. You'll be better off for it. Or not. I don't mind you or others making it easier for the party I support to get elected. I'd just rather not see kids and teachers hurt in the process.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:37 AM Ah! The "don't-hurt-kids" card, hey, when you have underfunded education for 12 years! WOW! That takes the cake! Are your trolling? Oh! You are serious? :) Would you be surprised if I don't follow your advice, considering your lack of logic? Would you be surprised if others don't follow your advice? It is ttue that bullies like you and your ilks love to show who is the boss, who is the teacher now! I suspect that is at the root of the problem! No one wants to fail in school! No one wants to get the strap! Sad that today's teachers don't like it too! But, who cares, we are ... teachers! We deserve it! BAH! BAH! BAH!Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:22 PM That's fine. I look forward to another 16 years of BC Liberal government.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:41 PM 16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate! Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan! Sociopaths do that!Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 9:35 AM "16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate!" 16 years of our opponents still don't understand why they lost. Like I said, that's fine with me. If I said the Liberals would be in power for at least another 13 years back in 2004 you probably would have laughed too. Heck, if I told you on May 13 last year that the BC Liberals would be reelected on May 14 you'd probably have laughed too. And you were wrong. Why is that? Answer that question if you want the NDP to win the next election. Without a correct answer to it, the NDP's cause is hopeless. "Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan!" You feel they are flawed, and that's fine. I don't go around calling people who disagree with me sociopaths, nor do I accuse them of being paid shills. But I also don't feel much need to address your ad hominems. There are logical arguments to support your position, but argumentum ad hominem is not one of them. It's a textbook logical fallacy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 1:15 PM Ah! Now I get it! It is all ego-based! You think because you voted the winning party that you are a winner and we are losers! You think because you predicted that the Liberals would win, you are winner. That does not make YOU a winner or the Liberals! It is called DEMOGRAPHICS, you expletives. The baby boomers are getting old and because they have more assets and won't make a whole lot more for too long, they need to vote a govn't who is going to do just that! It is not rocket science! WOW! You think you are so superior when your party stole an election with 47% of the popular vote. That's not a majority and your party should not have been elected. BTW, did you delete from your ethical memory the words Ethnic voting scandal? The field is slanted and you know it. However, you are so willing to minimize, forget the scams and bad fairplay tactics like a sociopath is allowed to minimize or ignore his or victims emotions that you don't see that you are the loser, we are the victim of your constant bullying. 1% wage increases after years of 0% increases and you can justify that when Yahoo reports that the average Canadian can hope to get 2.5% this and next year: https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html You Liberals behave like fascists, but we can't call you that because that's not allowed! Well! Guess what? It is and you are. Live with it! You keep on dreaming you are a genius! :) I am retired, getting soon a nice pension, and laughing at you from a beach somewhere! AHAHA! Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 2:14 PM What's with the name calling Peter? For someone claiming to be retired you really don't show the wisdom of age. For someone who talks about logic, you use logical fallacies like ad hominems a lot too. It's a fair point that the BC Liberals didn't get a majority of the vote (and I'm a very big supporter of electoral reform). The BC Liberals + Conservatives did though, and I don't think it's realistic to expect the BC Conservatives to have been more generous had they been part of government. Last time I checked I just voted. I didn't "victimize" anyone. Perhaps your rage is misplaced. If you think the election was "stolen" I'm afraid I have to question your grasp on reality though. "Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?" I'm glad you'll have a pleasant retirement Peter. I have no ill will towards you. I'm not sure why you think I do. I'm not saying people were *right* to vote BC Liberal. That's a matter of opinion. All I'm saying is people *did* vote BC Liberal. More voted BC Liberal than BC NDP for the last 5 elections in a row actually. You need to understand why that happened in order to change it for the next election. Clearly you're not interested in that though. Which is fair enough. Just remember next time you're upset about something the BC Liberals do that your lack of interest is part of why the BC Liberals get elected at all.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 3:23 PM I love your culture --or the lack of thereof! Guess what, stop thinking averybody is white and must follow your little rules. Namecalling? Sociopath? Whaaaat? And, what if you are? Still can't call you that? :) You fascist right-wingers are big on censorship! I just don't like you giving us lessons on how to get the NDP in. As stated, people are voting right of the NDP because it is a matter of demographics and a little ethnic vote buying on the side. The rest is mumbo jombo. Yes, of course, they will have to go on strike in the future and yes they will have to build a strike fund. The Liberals stole that from the BCTF too! And, you wonder why I don't have any respect for them? Yes, electoral reform is needed! We agree!Delete Reply JJ GeorgeSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:46 AM As a parent, I support the teachers and respect whether they choose to vote yes or no. However I noticed a discrepancy here from other information I've read regarding prep time for elementary teachers. Here it states minimal improvement to prep time - only 10 minutes per week being added. Elsewhere I read that it is 100 minutes per week for prep, increasing by an additional 10 minutes in the final year. That is a significant difference, and worth noting. Or have I completely misunderstood?ReplyDelete Replies Anne-MarieSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:59 AM Elementary teachers currently have 90 minutes of preparation time per week so an increase to 100 minutes per week is only gaining 10 minutes. In other provinces and some private schools they have as much as 45 minutes of prep time per day.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:56 PM Thank you for inquiring!Delete DW ZSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:57 PM You're right JJ George. There is a significant difference around the province regarding preparation times. In my district elementary teachers currently get 100 minutes of prep time. This new proposal is useless to me. I'll have to wait 6 years to gain an extra 10 minutes. Delete Reply UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:11 AM Almost nobody gets cost of living adjustments. Also inflation is NOT 2%. Do some research and look at the CPI for BC over the last 24 months. The average over the last 2 years is 0.7%, not 2%. The CPI changes every month so you cant just look at the highest month and declare that THE inflation rate. Check out the 12 month averages document for the actual numbers. http://www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/StatisticsBySubject/Economy/ConsumerPriceIndex.aspx All that being said I support the teachers. if you think this is a bad deal as a parent my dream would be for the teachers to vote no but continue bargaining because I do think the kids need to be in school and I do fear that the teachers will lose all support if the strike continues. All I ask as a parent is that you do your own research and try not to be swayed by all the opinions. ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:01 AM Inflation for August was 2.1% (http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/economy/cpi-report-expected-to-reveal-rise-in-canadas-core-inflation-rate/article20593943/). The CPI is a year-over-year calculation.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:43 AM Inflation should be looked at as a yearly average, not an individual month.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:34 PM The lawyers do not believe we have compromised our court deal. Our leadership would not have sold us out. We dodged a bullet. The Premier had something loaded even if we are not sure what it was. The idea that we could simply return to work is not guaranteed. I think a no vote could easily lead to the Liberals locking us out again because the Premier wants to crush us and she will use any excuse. She did not want to take the advice of her people and do this deal. I am certain a plan for drastic action (where we have to take the concessions they had planned) or worse - was in place. We can't guarantee the press will do any better job explaining the complexities should we say no. They rarely sided with us in markets outside of Vancouver where people are more political and they often misled or allowed others to mislead. They are not helping and would sensationalize. This would see dissolution of support very quickly - especially if we asked for wages. (Though admittedly it angers me that we can't ask for wages without being accused of being greedy when that is what most bargaining units do). But we have argued this is about kids and while this is not ideal - it is better to have teachers than not. The deal does suck in that it does not bring us to par - but this fight needs to be won with a strategy that is political and capacity will do that in another round. We have some support - but it is limited to the choir. We need to have the pews too. We need to build that capacity while working and continue to find allies because the fight is bigger than most people want to consider. This is about ideology and about privatization. Education always was political but never more so than now and we have to fight this party or the conservatives who would do the same or worse. No teacher who is responsible can ignore the politics any longer. That is simply the truth. If you work in the system you better get informed and you better be prepared to fight until retirement for the system. That said, I want to ask the same question others are asking: Why is this the job of 42,000 teachers and not the job of all citizens who want equality to fight for this right? It is time (while the conversation is still on-going and up to and including election night) for us to guide the public where we can but mainly play our part by not propping the system up. Make poverty known. Make noise about shortfalls, ask questions (in the media or in board offices ) about who is going to fix it instead of paying ourselves, volunteer some but wait for the pubic to step up so they see what schools lack. I hate the deal too. But I trust Vince Ready and Iker and I don't think we could have done better right now. I think we dodged a bullet because I have read everything this government has put out and followed the trail. They plan to privatize and they are just looking for the route. Voting YES for now does not mean we are giving up. It does not mean a win in the way we wanted but we have won a battle that will lead to us winning the war. If we don't rest up and stock up we might not get there.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:57 PM Well, if it is bigger than just this battle, then we will need ALL the unions to strike if they do indeed use drastic (draconian) measures. I say it is time for ALL of the unions to call a general strike. I guarantee that they will not like that one bit. What will they do then? Call the army? :) People in Europe, at the end of the 19th century stood up in mines. General strikes do occur in Europe and have. If you think you had it tough, think of them who stood tall for US in tougher times and conditions. Make sacrifices. Sell furniture. Tutor on the side. Ask for the BCTF money. Ask your banker to help. As friends and relatives. If we say NO, it won't last long. If they legislate us back, let's call a general province-wide strike of all unions. Delete Reply Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:47 AM Between CC's smug smile as she celebrates slaughtered teachers and Jim Iker's goofy grin - seemingly unaware that he has been a willing puppet, I am thoroughly disgusted. Over the next 5 years, teachers will be in an increasingly bad situation financially, classrooms will continue to be too large and complex with increasing medical, social and environmental issues impacting academic delivery. It could not be less obvious that things will continue to worsen. The Liberals have ensured that BC is rapidly becoming the Canadian Monaco for rich off shore interests and wealthy corporations. Soon the underpaid "workers" will have to be bussed in daily to Vancouver - Asian style. The only recourse is to move to just about any other province and bring in up to $100,000 more over the six years with much less cost of living. So we are bailing, encouraged by friends who have gotten positions in Manitoba and Alberta. My colleagues and I discovered through contacting several school boards across Canada that specialist (special needs and behavioural) and secondary science teachers are in particular demand. I want to work in a professional, respectful environment where the needs of all children are considered a priority and where I feel inspired to do my best. However, I want my vote to reflect the wishes of teachers who will be here over the next 6 (5) years, so very much appreciate your blog and opportunity to read the comments.ReplyDelete Bert SlaterSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:11 AM To vote YES will throw away 12 years of effort, and 2 victories in BC Supreme Court. To vote YES will be to snatch defeat from the jaws of victory. If you vote YES what bargaining power do you think you will have - the government will do nothing, and then what do you think you will do - take job action? PLEASE VOTE NO.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:59 PM Time to show you have a spine!Delete Reply RodSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:06 AM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Cool HandSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 AM Wouldn't a 'No' vote be a vote of no confidence in the BCTF itself?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:02 AM Not at all. It is just a message to the leadership we need to do better. The strength of the union is the members, and we support the leadership by giving them direction through democratic means.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:40 PM I disagree. How else can a recommendation by the EC to vote yes be interpreted? Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:00 PM I am sure people will interpret this both ways, but it is a vote. If it is supposed to be a "Yes", because it might be interpreted one way, then why bother having a vote?Delete Kate TSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:07 AM Yes , it would be. I don't think we could come out much better than this with this government. How will a No obtain that? Christy will be happy, she can declare the BCTF gone and roll out her plan to privatize. Delete Reply David DeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:06 AM A no vote would be a rejection of a the court victories defied by the government and an inadequate deal containing some vague promises that won't meet the needs of teachers or students on class size and other important issues.In Ontario elementary teachers get 200 minutes of prep time per 5 day cycle. I know there is financial hardship, but the union has received close to $2 million in donations from other unions; is there no way of accessing hardship funds? At minimum, vote no and return to work on work to rule with various strike options.ReplyDelete Erica JonesSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:25 AM This article actually makes me so mad. It is NOT better for the kids that they have missed almost all of june and all of september. This is what you signed up for in BC as a teacher. Get on board or GET OUT.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:20 PM Is this really what teachers signed up for? At my high school, each class has about 30 kids, with an average of 17 kids per classroom with an identified learning disability. Our district says that there should be no more than 4 kids per classroom.. How do you expect non-specialist teachers to help each student when over half of them require more resources because of a learning disability? Furthermore, are you generalizing the "better-ness" to all the kids in BC? Because I don't think that it would be better if kids went back considering the learning environment isn't up to par. There are barely any Education Assistants, and support teachers for the multitude of children who need them. While I recognize and appreciate your enthusiasm for education, please realize that the public school system isn't a daycare. Also, please think about your words and the learning environment prior to speaking out. By the way, we're not an autocracy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:08 PM I can understand your frustration! Understand mine! I almost died at 7:30 pm one night returning from teaching a FI split class with several students who did not get enough support or no support at all. The principal expressed to me that he expected me to teach 2 different social studies programs and 2 different science programs. ANYONE I talked to knows that this is impossible to do, especially in French Immersion when kids get no support at home and books are often too hard for students to read. I had to quit my job. I did it for me and did it for the kids. I was like a surgeon who is asked to operate on 5 patients with an old scalpel with 2 inexperienced nurses. Predictably, 4 patients would die and I would be reprimanded! Teachers are put in terrible conditions and kids too. I hope you have the openmind to consider the reality of this honest personal anecdote. I also wish you to understand that this is likely not an isolated incident. What will it take? A kid to commit suicide because he or she is not getitng enough support?Delete Reply hilarySeptember 17, 2014 at 10:29 AM It is incorrect to equate lost funding with what the teachers would have received in grievances. The two are not equivalent. The starting position of the BCTF was $225M, so they never expected $3B to resolve grievances. I'm also interested to know where you get your figures on overcrowded classrooms. A recent Globe and Mail article says that classrooms are, on average, smaller than the caps set in 2002.ReplyDelete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:36 AM The signing bonus should be roughly $2500 each: 105 million divided by 41 thousand.ReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:53 AM It is not that simple. The $105 million is to be allocated by the union. The term "signing bonus" has been crossed off on the signed document. Some of that money may be used to pay union debts. Don't know this but clarification would be useful.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:16 PM Just quoting from the CBC news website, "And finally there are details of $105-million fund to settle grievances stemming from the ongoing court case. The BCTF says that money will be given out as a signing bonus, with specific amount yet to be determined."Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:34 AM I think it would be smart to put at least part of it into your strike fund.Delete Reply WheelsSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:55 AM If the money is used as a signing bonus, it should be based on FTEReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:12 PM Yes I am sure it will be based on FTE. The question is how much of the $105 Million is actually distributed. This is up to the union, and I am told that it is yet to be decided.Delete GuruSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:44 PM And don't forget all the retired teachers who are entitled to a share of it.Delete Reply Geoff OrmeSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:18 PM In another discussion of this someone suggested that under BC Labour Law a no vote means rejection of the proposed deal, and that means the strike continues until either: - the union in question elects to stand down - another tentative deal is presented or - the government imposes a legislated contract. I think the last of these is the most likely, and I believe the legislated contract would be draconian and brutal. What do you think, Tara? Also, I would appreciate your thoughts on Sandy Garossino's comments at https://storify.com/Garossino/should-teachers-accept-the-contractReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:14 PM If this is so, in a few month (likely a couple of years), teachers will win so much more with a Supreme Court judgment! It is possible that the Liberals know that the higher courts are stacked by Liberal judges (that is what happen when judges are chosen, not elected). In any case, a negative settlement (or not a great judgment) will galvinize the public to reform the way the Supreme court judges are being chosen. I doubt that any govn't will want that to happen. A legislated contract will make the LIbs look like sociopaths and dictators.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:47 PM Peter I think you are expecting far too much from the public, many of whom are only paying attention to this matter due to kids being home from school. The public are not remotely this savvy on the political process.Delete Reply IslanderSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:09 PM I am a continuing education teacher. We have it even worse and we are not listened to enough about our poor conditions. Those include no prep time (and we do have to mark and do report cards many times a year sometimes and commonly for 30 students in a class), travelling to different schools with no compensation, and having next to no breaks in between 3 hour classes. I worked for two years with no lunch break and taught 6 hours straight (just 15 min. breaks) to be told, "don't complain since there are others who will do it". We then got 15 min. breaks in between classes. Most of our students are wealthy immigrants, many who try to stay in classes as long as possible since the classes are free. After spending a year in Germany, I realize how better organized it is where the immigrants pay to learn the language on a sliding scale, and have to pay for a student book as well for each class. We do not even have text books, but photocopy so much at tax payers' expense. This is not right. I then teach summer school since we were not on a 12 month continual salary and most of those students are also immigrants (at least 75%). This is also free and it is becoming so common and the new immigrants know this is free babysitting and tutoring. I think one main problem is that we have so many new immigrants in our classes who need ESL like this article states about our inclusion style of education nowadays: http://www.vancouversun.com/life/Shelley+Fralic+trouble+with+schools/10203596/story.html I am honored to be teaching and like my job, but it does get exhausting especially since I need two or three jobs to pay the mortgage that I now no longer have.. back to renting since it all I can afford in this city that has become so expensive. And many don't realize that it is very very difficult to get to full time work as a teacher here. There was a formula that made it take about 10 years to get to f/t (now finally changed). I have been without pay for 3 months, and now had to finally rent a place in anticipation of returning to work, so I have to vote "yes", but please keep the comments coming for what alternatives we have. Maybe we have to just educate the public in a better way than picketing; maybe get out and walk around malls and talk to people and hand out pamphlets on how this liberal government is hurting this. Most Asians (probably just the new who are from such a different system) are already against the teachers since they do not seem to understand what is going on. http://www.vancouversun.com/Business/asia-pacific/Chuck+Chiang+Many+Asian+families+place+blame/10202757/story.htmlReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:17 PM First of all, myn thoughts are with you! I think your ideas about using different strategies is smart. Picketing is not a very good strategy to let people know about things. I think using the membership to flood media comment sections would be more effective. Going to talk to the public might be a good idea along with this, I think. Phone the BCTF and ask for support.Delete Reply Marsha HolleySeptember 17, 2014 at 1:36 PM A teachers wife Vote no you have come to far to back down. It is a -----Y DEAL. ReplyDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:45 PM Ask yourself WHY teachers cannot get 1/2 of the average increase in salary of the private sector? (The Libs will tell you because there are sooooooo many teachers, but I also hear that there are provinces where there is a need for teachers!) TORONTO - A new study says that Canadians, on average, can expect about the same size salary increase next year as in 2014. Human resources consultants Pal Benefits says a survey of 401 organizations, mainly in Ontario, Alberta and British Columbia, projected salary increase for 2015 at an average of 2.79 per cent. That was almost unchanged from the 2.74 per cent average increase projected in last year's survey. Meanwhile, in addition to the average salary increase remaining relatively steady year over year, the survey found that the percentage of employers who plan to freeze salaries appears to have stabilized at eight per cent —in the same percentages as was projected in 2014. Breaking down the numbers further, the survey found the average salary increase anticipated in the engineering, financial services and high technology sectors was three per cent. That compared with an average of 2.5 per cent on the low end for organizations in durable manufacturing. https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.htmlReplyDelete "Mama Rose"September 17, 2014 at 9:12 PM I used to agree with you, Tara, and appreciate you bringing these items to your blog to get us all thinking. But after a very long night and day of research and discussion, I realize I will be voting yes tomorrow. Here is why: I don't care about salary or benefit increases. That is not why I went on strike. I don't care if this tentative deal is not good for teachers. That's not why I went on strike either. For me, the single most important issue is class size and composition. I want to work in a classroom where I have enough time and resources available to me to adequately help all the students I teach. And while it is true that this tentative deal will not change anything in the classrooms right now (or at least most of our classrooms), I realized that we couldn't actually make changes in that area because the issues of cs and c is before the courts. When I made that connection and realized that this round of bargaining was really about a "good enough" agreement regarding wages, then the deal seems, well... good enough. BUT, the best part, is the language the BCTF legal team made around the furture court decision (the re-opener). They have it in writing that if we win the court case (which is likely) and when we have to start bargaining class size and comp again (that is exactly what Justice Susan Griffin said we would have to do) we will be STARTING from the 2002 levels. To make this simple to understand, I explained it to my friends using a number line. With this new language, the BCTF starts the next round of bargaining at say a 50. The government will want us to go to 10 or 15, and we'll compromise and end up maybe 25. But WITHOUT that language, we would have started bargaining at a 10 and only gone down from there. So I do believe it is the best deal possible, it still factors in the biggest issue (from my perspective), we do not lose the important gains of the past, and most importantly, everyone gets to go back to school.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 PM Mam Rose, I appreciate your point of view and your courage. However, let me point out to you and the readers that a decision at the BC supreme court might not turn out the way teachers anticipate. We all know that judges are appointed and who does the appointing? "All justices of the BCSC (including the position of Chief Justice and Associate Chief Justice) are appointed by the federal cabinet, on recommendation of the Minister of Justice. Masters are appointed by the provincial cabinet, on recommendation of the Attorney General in consultation with the Chief Justice." (Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Supreme_Court_of_British_Columbia) Now, I would like to think that all of those people are objective, but they are appointed and we know that there are political appointments. They have a lot of discretion over the laws and judgments. I am willing to bet that the BC Liberals do know this and are betitng the farm (or do they know something we don't know) that the Supreme Courts are stacked against teachers? So, I am not sure if we can count on a WIN if we proceed with the court ruling. I think we would be better to negotiate and negotiate a better deal.Delete Reply retaSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:57 AM Yes...no...yes...no...The last two days have been this. I’ve read so many articles and comments over the past few months and, I can say, I have learned a lot. I know this is not a great deal for teachers right now. I will be voting yes. This is why… 1. The children. Without going into the multiple issues (e.g., grad, post secondary, trades, sports, global education/trips, planned activities, those with varying degrees of special needs, those that need a soft place to land, etc., etc.) the children need to get on with their education. 2. The parents. For many parents, this strike is a financial burden. We do not like to be called baby sitters, but for many living below the poverty line, school is a financial relief. Winter is coming; gas bills will be expensive. 3. Poverty. Remember, BC has the highest child poverty rate in Canada. Schools feed and clothe numerous children. 4. The other systems educators work collaboratively with. MFCD, CYMH, foster parents, group homes, and the multitude of non-profit agencies that support vulnerable children and families are bursting at the seams. We are a part of that team. 5. CUPE. While some have been paid during this strike, that money is coming from districts. It was not provided by the government. And, CUPE is a partner in education - from the bus drivers to the tech dept to custodians to secretaries to EAs and so on. 6. Small Businesses. In our little towns, the school district is the number one employer. There is a direct cause-effect relationship between loss of wage and loss of business. 7. Money. The amount of money that is needed to reverse the erosion of the public education system over numerous years cannot be recouped in one sitting. This agreement is a start. It’s not much but the stage has been set. 8. THE COURT CASE. That is why we were on strike. All the other stuff could have been resolved months ago, but our government was working hard to make the court case go away. Well, it still exists. I consider that the victory. We live to fight another day (as rhetorical as that sounds) AND I hope people actually read the ruling and think critically about how a loss could impact the future of the Charter of Rights, and the power of government to contravene those rights. I am guessing we will vote to ratify as so many fear “what’s next?” from this government. It’s nasty business, and I think legislation would be next. VALUING PUBLIC EDUCATION needs to come from a STRONG, CONSISTENT public voice. If we do ratify the agreement, and those in the profession and public think we've given up, we have not. We’ve been fighting for years. We just haven’t been heard… until now. ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:21 AM I understand your point of view, but sometimes you have to fight to get what you want. This is a VERY bad deal, considering: Other people get on average 2.5% salary increases last year and this year and the next and the rest of us get 1% and must feel happy if we do.? (https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html) THIS DEAL is a horrendously BAD deal for kids/parents as well, of course. We are going to continue to be humiliated and be the laughing stock of many people of this province. After a decade of paycuts, WOW, this is what they are willing to offer! WOW! WOW! WOW!Delete Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:30 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Reply Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:37 PM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:08 PM Let's cross our fingers! I think we need a general strike by all unions if CC legislates teachers back. It is time to put the foot down and tell her and the Liberals that, as in the movie Network,"I am mad as hell and I won't take it anymore!"Delete Reply Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 8:26 PM Needs help on some stats for an online debate Looking for the last 10 or 15 years of contractual salary increases in %. So, 1% for 2001, 0% for 2002,...ReplyDelete Children FirstSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:00 PM Well it's all done now. Really hope the teacher's can find another angle to deal with class size and composition as well as student funding. The government will make sure the coming court case never swings your way no matter what. 2nd most expensive place to live in the the world!!! Wonder why and where the money goes??? ReplyDelete AnonSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 PM I'm an outsider, but have followed closely this whole fiasco and this is a RAW deal. Your union hung you out to dry on this one - taking a really bad deal (clearly no one from the BCTF had rudimentary math skills in their toolbox) and then publicly encouraging to the media that teachers accept the deal....what choice did you have - a no vote would have outraged the public. I could go on and on, but the bottom line, in my opinion, is that your union better get some stronger leaders who are PR and technology savvy. Out with Iker and the rest of those who bargained on your behalf - they just got ......well , we know that happened. Whew, can't even believe how screwed you got, absolutely amazing - nothing meaningful gained in the big picture and only very minor gains for a small group of people, bigger losses for the majority.. Wow - I better stop now. Best of luck. Thanks for all you do for our children. ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ▼  September (9) Reflections on the BC Teacher Strike BC Teacher strike - Lessons learned Response to Sandy Garossino Will the Education Fund improve classroom conditio... Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Class composition: a human rights perspective Class size and composition - a short visual histor... Guest post - I WILL HOLD THE LINE Teachers - let your leadership know it is time to ... ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/11/the-slow-death-of-special-education.html?showComment=1352084693280,Staffroom Confidential: The slow death of special education Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Sunday, November 4, 2012 The slow death of special education The last decade has been bad for special education - services for those students with identified disabilities (learning, intellectual, or physical). In response to court victories requiring inclusion - the policy that all children should be integrated as much as possibly into the main stream classroom setting - a framework was developed in most jurisdictions in Canada to define and determine how each student's need would be addressed. Typically this means a team including parents, special education teachers, classroom teachers and administration work together to develop an individual education plan (IEP). In some cases the actual content of the student's education is modified - they complete different learning outcomes. In others, different learning strategies are used to help a student reach the same learning outcomes. These strategies are identified in the plan along with how they will be accomplished. Prior to 2002, students with a designation (a disability identified through testing and/or diagnosis) in BC received targeted funding. This funding paid for various resources in the school such as special education teachers, educational assistants, special equipment, and so forth. The targeting meant that the funding had to be directed to resources for a particular child. In addition, prior to 2002, teachers in BC had limits on how many students in each class was a student requiring an IEP. If this number was exceeded (usually 2 or 3), the teacher was assigned additional preparation time. This recognized that in order to carry out a modified program in the classroom, a teacher needed time to plan and prepare additional lessons and materials. It also recognized that a teacher could only feasibly do this for so many children before all the hours in the day were gone. Finally it ensured that children with disabilities really were integrated - they could not be bunched up into one or two classes within a school. Today's world is very different. There is now very limited targeted funding, and it is usually inadequate. Non-targeted funds have been used for a whole variety of other expenses, including carbon offsets, un-funded salary increases, technology purchases. Today, a child with autism may only have enough funding for an educational assistant half time, rather than full time (of course their autism doesn't magically go away for the other half of the day). Children with learning disabilities do not receive any targeted funding at all. It is not unusual for a class to have 3 - 12 students with an IEP. BC has lost over 700 special education teachers. They have more and more been replaced with an increase in education assistants, who have typically 6 months training, in comparison to five years of university plus a special education specialization. Teachers cannot manage and students' needs are not being met. It is now common place for teachers to refuse to sign off on an IEP - they simply don't believe that adequate resources are available to actually meet the plans identified. Classroom teachers struggle to cope with large numbers of students with widely varying needs. There are fewer and fewer "pull out" programs to help with reading and numeracy, so this is left to the classroom teacher. One teacher told me a few years ago she was delivering 18 different reading programs in her primary classroom.  In my school district, in a five year period, one in ten teachers is off on a stress related illness. Teachers are told to use teaching techniques to solve these problems. First, the answer was "differentiated learning". Simply create a lesson with variations for many different ability levels. Now teachers are being told to teach children to "self regulate". Simply ensure that your teaching includes self-regulation methods and children will be able to develop the skills to concentrate and function in a classroom setting. And the latest? Personalization. In the new 21st century learning world, as all teaching will be personalized to fit each individual student's needs, a student with a disability is no different than any other student. BC's Superintendent of Achievement, Rod Allen, has said there will be: "'no labels and no medical model. In a 21st century personalised world, I’ll tell you what a special education looks like if you can tell me what a ‘normal’ education is." This is meant to rationalize complete de-categorization - the wholesale elimination of the identification and programming for students with a disability. Rights for students with disabilities originate with the Charter. Educational opportunity must be preserved no matter what disabilities a child has, be it physical or mental. For some children to learn to read, significantly more resources are required. Learning disabilities require specific teaching strategies and often one-on-one instruction for periods of time. Physical disabilities may require additional supervision and equipment. It is more expensive, generally, to provide the same level of educational opportunity to a child with a disability than to a child without a disability, just as there may be costs involved to accommodate a worker with a disability in the workplace.  In a world obsessed with cost cutting rather than fairness and equity, this means that these children are particularly vulnerable. It is much cheaper to tell teachers to simply use "differentiated learning" than it is to provide adequate numbers of special education teachers. It is much easier to blame teachers for failing to do an impossible job - meet every child's needs in a class with too many learning complexities and too many children - than to ensure an adequate tax base to so that funding is available to actually meet every child's needs. The result? Only half of all students with special needs complete secondary school.  Eliminating special education categories would be catastrophic  Not only would we fail more children, we wouldn't even know, because no information would be available to identify which children had disabilities and how they progressed through the school system. Sadly, we appear to be on this path. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 6:32 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 1 comment: SheriNovember 4, 2012 at 7:04 PM Ironically, wanting to do away with a 'medical model' is just sick.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ▼  November (6) Technology in school? How much is too much Corporate advertising in public schools Thoughts on parent advocacy and the Moore decision... Technology in a 21st Century Learning Inc world The slow death of special education Attacks on public education are working...where is... ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9010,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2003 Special Issue Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, Special Issue, September 2003 College targets teachers by Mike Lombardi On May 30, 2003, the B.C. Liberals passed Bill 51 legislation that significantly altered the Teaching Profession Act. The dramatic changes the B.C. Liberal government imposed through Bill 51 indicate that they intend to follow the disastrous direction set by Ontario’s Tories. The B.C. Liberals have now taken political control of the College of Teachers. The new council of political appointees gives government, parents, and management representatives control over the affairs of the college. It now reports directly to Minister Clark. In the event that the college does something the minister doesn’t like, the minister has the statutory authority to disallow any by-laws of the college. In B.C., teaching is no longer a self-regulating profession. Our profession is the only profession that does not have a majority of its governing council represented by elected members. In a heavy-handed move, the minister included provisions in the legislation that require teachers to report on colleagues’ professional misconduct. The legislation requires any member who "has reason to believe that another member is guilty of professional misconduct" to "promptly provide to the registrar a written and signed report on the matter." The minister’s appointees will attempt to define reason to believe, guilty, and professional misconduct. The requirement also applies to former members who still hold certificates, and is required even if the belief is based on privileged information or is confidential and forbidden from disclosure by other legislation. Parents and other members of the public are encouraged to file complaints about teachers directly to the college. This will undermine professional autonomy and is in direct contradiction to school-district policies that spell out procedures for resolving parental concerns. As is the case in Ontario, the new complaints process will escalate and prolong problems. It only gives the illusion of problem solving. Teachers, through the college, will no longer have any influence in the approval of teacher-education programs. The advice and experience of the teacher practitioner, through the college, will no longer be included in the design and development of teacher-education programs. The political appointees on college council, including parent representatives, will run the college and spend the money, but teachers will pay the fees. As in Ontario, the college fee likely will rise dramatically. Bill 51 could destabilize public education by creating an atmosphere of conflict and rancour in the system. It is an attempt to silence teachers from criticizing the disastrous education policies of the government, such as education underfunding and school closures. The appointed college council is very eager to implement the agenda of the B.C. Liberals. On June 3, 2003, the transitional college council held its first meeting in secret. This was the first time in the college’s history that a public meeting was not publicized and open to members and the public. At the first public meeting, held on June 12–13, 2003, all 20 political appointees were present. The council identified priorities for consideration at the summer meeting of the council. At this meeting, the political appointees voted themselves a per diem of $250, to be paid by the college instead of by the government. At the summer meeting of the council, appointed members of the B.C. College of Teachers Transitional Council met at the Whistler Mountain Delta Suites Hotel during the week of August 18–22, 2003. Each of these political appointees will receive $1,250 ($250 per day) plus expenses for attending the week-long meeting. Four of the five days of meetings were conducted behind closed doors. While working behind closed doors, the appointed college councillors developed a strategic plan for implementing the directions of Bill 51. In a three-hour public meeting on August 22, 2003, the appointed councillors rubber-stamped the many decisions that were reached behind closed doors. At the summer meeting, the college adopted a strategic plan for 2003–04 that includes the following goals: Facilitate complaints by parents and the public. Process complaints more quickly. Force teachers to continuously requalify and recertify by establishing continuing-education requirements. Expand communications with parents and the public. Establish standards for the education, professional responsibilities, and competence of members. Strengthen the technological capabilities of the college. Review the budget and fees of the college. The following key decisions were also made/announced at the summer meeting of council: Doug Smart is no longer the registrar for the BCCT. Marie Kerchum is now the acting registrar. The registrar will be sending a letter to TOCs and school districts about college fees. The purpose of the letter is to discourage members from participating in the BCTF’s Bill 51 strategy. The college council is recommending that the government of B.C. make more changes to the Teaching Profession Act. These changes are intended to assist the council in achieving its agenda. The minister is being advised to use the eight health-region zones for the first elections of the council of the BCCT and encouraged to ensure that administrative officers and other management representatives are appointed to the council. The council adopted 80 pages of by-laws and policies regarding member discipline with less than 15 minutes of discussion. The College of Teachers must not be used as an instrument for the government to attack teachers or to undermine public education. Over the next few months we can expect more government actions directed against teachers. The ministry will be watching to see how teachers respond to Bill 51. If we allow Bill 51 to be implemented without any united teacher response, it is likely that the B.C. Liberals will see this as an invitation to implement more anti-teacher initiatives. A united response by teachers will send a clear message to government. As the people who understand the needs of students and the importance of educating children these days, we have a responsibility to stand up for our chosen profession. As in the past, the BCTF will provide political, legal, and financial support, as necessary, to any member who may face disciplinary action as a result of participation in a Federation-approved strategy. If teachers stand united, we will be successful in convincing the government to change the legislation so that the college will once again become a democratic, self-governing profession. Mike Lombardi is an assistant director, BCTF Professional and Social Issues Division. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141006,i.embed.ly,https://i.embed.ly/1/display/resize?key=1e6a1a1efdb011df84894040444cdc60&url=http%3A%2F%2Fsi0.twimg.com%2Fprofile_images%2F1609922828%2F96x96-Storify-Square-Avatar_bigger.png,Moved Temporarily. Redirecting to https://si0.twimg.com/profile_images/1609922828/96x96-Storify-Square-Avatar_bigger.png)
(20141007,www.huffingtonpost.com,http://www.huffingtonpost.com/home/?ir=Canada,HuffPost Home The Huffington Post View mobile site Using a mobile device? Go to m.huffingtonpost.com for huffpost mobile. Making A Home iOS app Android app More Log in Create Account Notifications Profile Settings Logout October 7, 2014 Edition: CA BR Brasil CA Canada DE Deutschland ES España FR France IT Italia JP 日本 (Japan) KR 한국 (Korea) MG Maghreb UK United Kingdom US United States Region: All Canada All Canada Alberta British Columbia Québec (en français) Follow FRONT PAGE Politics Ford Still Doesn't Understand Racism51 Kenney Posts Photos Of Iraqi Children To Make Case For ISIL Airstrikes91 Clinton: Canadian Help In ISIL Fight 'Indispensable'44 Unvetted Judge Joins Supreme Court42 Canada Sends Advance Team To Middle East109 Go to Politics More in Politics The Pulse Stephen Harper You might also like US Politics UK Politics Business Porn Company Has A Raunchy Deal For Air Canada Pilots Sun News Just Lost Its Main Source Of Content; What Now?48 Canadian Cities Surprisingly Unpopular Destinations For Workers This Is How You Rack Up U.S. Roaming Charges While In Canada14 Look What China Might Actually Build47 Go to Business More in Business Small Business Money You might also like Tech TechCrunch Autoblog WorldPost Spanish Nurse First To Contract Ebola Outside West Africa518 It's Been 3 Weeks Since Anyone's Seen Kim And Rumors Are Swirling91 3 New Findings On ISIS Weapons That You Should Know About Kurds Face Massacre In Syrian Border Town As Turkey Just Watches334 American Held Hostage By ISIS: 'I Am Obviously Pretty Scared To Die'70 Go to WorldPost More in WorldPost Foreign Affairs World Elections Arab Uprising Afghanistan War Syria Crisis You might also like Travel Impact Living 100 Pumpkin Carvings That Will Inspire You Fried Maple Leaves Are A Delicacy In Japan, And We're Jealous WATCH: HuffPost Readers School Us On Toronto's Real Must-Eats Toronto Dubbed Fourth Most Livable City In The World 33 Signs You Live In Liberty Village Go to Living You might also like Healthy Living Food Recipes Divorce Women Parentdish Green Post50 Weddings Style Best Halloween Costumes For Men And Women Most Offensive Products In Retail Canadian Model Coco Rocha Is Pregnant! LOOK: Matthew McConaughey Wears 'Dazed And Confused' T-Shirt Go to Style More in Style Beauty Fashion Celeb Style Entertaining and Etiquette Stylelist Canada Wedding Style Home Style You might also like Style (U.S.) Weddings Stylelist Canada Entertainment Kris Jenner Opens Up About The Late Robert Kardashian Blake Lively Is Pregnant!30 Mariah Carey Proves She's Not Lip-Synching42 Is This Where George Clooney And Amal Alamuddin Honeymooned? Pregnant Kelly Rowland Poses Topless In Black And White Photo Shoot Go to Entertainment You might also like Music Celebrity TV Moviefone Arts The Glamorous History Of Pin-Up Like You've Never Seen It Before Here Are A Bunch Of F*cking Delightful Artsy Cat Photos. You're Welcome. This Is What It Really Looks Like To Be A Modern Day Nun New Animation-Inspired Art Show Will Make You Yearn For Saturday Morning Cartoons Go to Arts You might also like Books Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Religion Alberta 20 Puppies Found Abandoned In Field Anti-Abortion Postcard Targets Tory MP.. Again26 Mystery 'GPO Girl' Turns Up In Calgary Jim Prentice: Time A Critical Factor In Alberta Worker Shortage12 Go to Alberta More in Alberta Alberta Politics Alberta Business Alison Redford Calgary Edmonton British Columbia B.C. Teen Killed By Train Was Wearing Headphones, Texting: RCMP13 Anthem Singer's Fall Is Lesson In Showmanship Pastafarian Loses B.C. Driver's Licence Over Holy Colander Elderly Asian Women Attacked In Vancouver Lawyers Of Convicted Surrey Six Gangsters Want Mistrial Go to British Columbia More in British Columbia B.C. Politics B.C. Business Christy Clark Vancouver ALL SECTIONS News Canada Politics Canada Business US Politics US Business World Media Sports Education Crime Weird News Good News Daily Finance Entertainment Entertainment Music TV Celebrity Comedy Art Books Moviefone Life & Style Living Style Home Healthy Living Taste Weddings Travel Parents Divorce Huff/Post 50 Marlo Thomas OWN Tech & Science Tech Science Green Techcrunch Engadget TUAW Joystiq Voices Impact Women Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Religion College Teen Local Quebec (French) Calgary Montreal Ottawa Toronto Vancouver Winnipeg Mapquest Patch.com Our Mobile Apps iPhone iPad HuffPost Live iPad Android Phone Android Tablet HuffPost Live The Third Metric Travel Divorce Weird News HuffPost Quebec (en français) Impact Music TV Subscribe 5 Roommate Battles Worth Fighting (And 3 That Aren't) igorr1 via Getty Images Home Updates every 10 minute(s) http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/10/07/roommate-battles_n_5941244.html?utm_hp_ref=huffpost-home Comments | Making A Home featured blog posts A Halloween Wreath DIY to Set You Apart From Your Neighbors If you consider yourself a member of the spirited set, then this month -- and this season, really -- is your time to flaunt it. And with All Hallows' Eve officially on the front of everyone's mind (or is it just us?), it makes perfect sense that you'd want to kick your decorating into full gear pronto. ModCloth Retailer of unique women's clothing & decor Trend Alert: Wallpaper Is Back The design industry has recently seen a resurgence of popularity for wallpaper, and with that a rich appreciation of the history and art of papering a space. Dering Hall From the world’s finest home furnishing brands, interior designers and architects. The Secret to Layering Different Eras and Styles Rarely is a room designed in solely one style or material. The real skill of an interior designer is the ability to work across eras and mediums and create a cohesive space. Dering Hall From the world’s finest home furnishing brands, interior designers and architects. Inside Out! Inspiration for the Perfect Outdoor Living Room When styling an outdoor oasis, we like to start with finding inspiration from beautiful spaces that are hitting the mark on outdoor chic! Let these images be your guide to creating the perfect space! Brandon Kleinman Founder, laurelandwolf.com 5 Smart Dining Room Apartment Decorating Ideas Creating a comfortable dining room in a small apartment can be challenging. Try these tricks of the trade and you'll find your tiny dining room has never looked bigger. Domino A Guide to Living with Style. 409 Foolproof Ways to Kill Household Wasps Ever have an experience like this? All alone in your home with the dreaded, stinging bomber-of-doom? No knight in shining armor to save you by beheading the circling bastards? Stacey Hatton Writer, Author and Blogger at NurseMommyLaughs.com Rent vs. Buy: Which Is Best in an Affordable City? Not every urban area will overwhelm your wallet whether you're paying rent or a mortgage. You can find hot cities both desirable and affordable if you look close enough. realtor.com where home happens Quick Quiz: Find Out If Your Rent Is Too High Demand for rental housing continues to increase, and rent prices are climbing. It's no wonder renters believe their rent payments are too expensive. While it's easy to worry about the bottom line, how do you know if you're paying too much? realtor.com where home happens What Drives Most Flea Market Purchases? Even More Than Deals, It's the Sentimentality of Stuff The truth is sometimes we don't know how good the good times were until they are long gone. Toys are outgrown. Clothing goes out of style. Kitchen gadgets become obsolete. Then one day we see these same items years later at a flea market, and all of a sudden they seem almost irresistible. Bob Richter Interior Designer Add a Taste of Industrial Decor to Literally Any Room in Your House Industrial decor is making a comeback in a big way, and it's about time you jumped on the bandwagon! Hometalk The largest home & garden information hub on the web. Discover ideas, advice, and inspiration to help you better your home. 7 Things Anyone Can Learn From A-List Celebrity Homes Ever wonder why celebrities are all clustered together in the same neighborhoods? It's for several reasons, but mainly it's because those 'hoods are prime real estate -- and they were even before the celebs moved in. Michael Corbett Trulia's real estate and lifestyle expert; Author, 'Before You Buy!', 'Find It, Fix It, Flip It!' and 'Ready, Set, Sold!' 15 Ways to Update Your Kitchen On A Dime Shutterstock / Breadmaker Whether you are planning to invest your own sweat equity in a complete kitchen remodel or simply hope to make a few quick changes over the weekend, when every penny counts it's important to choose projects that will make a big impact for the lowest price possible. Houzz The new way to design your home. Clever Organizing Tricks for Every Room in the House Sayonara, clutter. We're so done with you. This season is all about smart storage solutions that will make life easier. Domino A Guide to Living with Style. Renowned Chefs' Kitchens That Spice up Your Space We have looked at some of the most amazing chefs in their very own kitchens to find the best inspiration. Brandon Kleinman Founder, laurelandwolf.com 5 Tricks For Increasing Productivity Through Simple Decor Changes Have you ever noticed that you get more done in some places, while others just get you distracted all the time? Kat Bern Interior designer and Dream Home Creator. To find out more about Kat, go to http://www.katbern.com/about/ Real-Life Grocery Budgets For 4 Common Households Grocery shopping sometimes feels like you're buying a car: Either you marvel at the great deal you got -- or get sticker shock after all the costs are added up. LearnVest LearnVest is a program for your money. Budget 101: Determining Your Monthly Rent We've uncovered some easy tips to make sure your apartment is a peaceful respite, and not something that causes financial stress! Elizabeth Pullman www.LiveLovely.com 7 DIY iPhone Shots That Can Turn Your Home Into An Art Gallery (For Just A Few Bucks) shutterstock I believe in the power of art. As the child of two working artists, I also believe in paying for it. Over the years, I've always prioritized house décor spending on real art by real artists. Isa Eaton Writer, graphic designer & mother of 3 mostly glorious children in Santa Barbara. Writing a memoir about love, loss, and coming home. isaeaton.com don't miss huffpost bloggers worldpost Jim Yong Kim The Fight Against Ebola Is a Fight Against Inequality books Tavis Smiley My Conversation With Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie parents Rob Reiner To Vaccinate Or Not To Vaccinate? politics Bill Moyers Watch: Too Big to Jail? arts Henry Louis Gates, Jr. Finding a Long-Lost Ancestor on the Streets of Chicago Why Do So Many People Watch HGTV? Nicole Yeary | Flickr http://www.psmag.com/navigation/books-and-culture/many-people-watch-hgtv-91461/ Comments (0) Homeowner Wants To Trade His House For An iPhone 6 Fox 2 http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/10/07/trade-iphone-6-for-house-detroit_n_5947204.html?utm_hp_ref=huffpost-home&ir=HuffPost+Home Comments (0) If You Thought Going To The Laundromat Couldn't Get Any Worse, Read This Winfield J. Parks Jnr via Getty Images http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/10/06/laundromat-horror-stories_n_5927682.html?utm_hp_ref=huffpost-home&ir=HuffPost+Home Comments (0) The 5 Best American Cities To Live In Right Now Are... jc.winkler | Flickr http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/10/06/best-cities-to-live_n_5929558.html?utm_hp_ref=huffpost-home&ir=HuffPost+Home Comments (35) 8 Things You Never Knew About Ron Popeil, The Greatest Inventor Of All Time http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/10/06/ron-popeil-facts-wow_n_5926408.html?utm_hp_ref=huffpost-home&ir=HuffPost+Home Comments (6) 6 Gyms That Take In-Home Fitness To A Whole. New. Level. Porch.com http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/10/03/impressive-home-gyms_n_5927368.html?utm_hp_ref=huffpost-home&ir=HuffPost+Home Comments (4) This Person Is Living Your Dream Life Boston Globe via Getty Images http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/10/04/erin-gates-elements-of-style_n_5924020.html?utm_hp_ref=huffpost-home&ir=HuffPost+Home Comments (1) The 10 Commandments Of Online Decor Shopping Kai/Aflo via Getty Images http://www.popsugar.com/home/Best-Online-Decor-Shopping-Tips-35843785 Comments (0) The 'Gone With The Wind' House Is Finally Getting The TLC It Deserves Courtesy of Peter Bonner http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/10/03/gone-with-the-wind-house_n_5928796.html?utm_hp_ref=huffpost-home&ir=HuffPost+Home Comments (2) Here Are Hundreds Upon Hundreds Of Halloween Ideas ronniematthews via Getty Images http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/10/03/halloween-ideas-pinterest_n_5927416.html?utm_hp_ref=huffpost-home&ir=HuffPost+Home Comments (1) WTF Is Paint Primer, Anyway? ValaGrenier via Getty Images http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/10/03/what-is-paint-primer_n_5923102.html?utm_hp_ref=huffpost-home&ir=HuffPost+Home Comments (15) Remember When Your Desk Looked Like This? Harvard Innovation Lab / dougthomsen.tv http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/10/02/how-desks-changed_n_5921246.html?utm_hp_ref=huffpost-home&ir=HuffPost+Home Comments (3) 10 Things You Didn't Know You Could Buy On Overstock.com Overstock.com http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/10/02/quirky-gifts_n_5908728.html?utm_hp_ref=huffpost-home&ir=HuffPost+Home Comments (0) So WTF Is In Ranch, Anyway? Elena Elisseeva via Getty Images http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/10/02/ranch-dressing-ingredient-what-is-it_n_5908972.html?utm_hp_ref=huffpost-home&ir=HuffPost+Home Comments (0) 38 Types Of Coffee Drinks, Explained Nick Purser via Getty Images http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/10/02/coffee-order-types-finally_n_5904428.html?utm_hp_ref=huffpost-home&ir=HuffPost+Home Comments (0) 50 Cost-Efficient Ways To Make Your Home More Eco-Friendly Peter Cade via Getty Images http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/10/01/eco-friendly-home-50-ways-to-do-it_n_5916442.html?utm_hp_ref=huffpost-home&ir=HuffPost+Home Comments (4) Home Economics Is Still Offered As A College Major In 2014, And Here's Why Bloomberg via Getty Images http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/10/01/home-economics-major_n_5906476.html?utm_hp_ref=huffpost-home&ir=HuffPost+Home Comments (10) 12 Laundry Mistakes You're Probably Making tetmc via Getty Images http://www.cnn.com/2014/10/01/living/how-laundry-mistakes-real-simple/index.html?hpt=hp_c4 Comments (0) Most Popular The 5 Best American Cities To Live In Right Now Are... jc.winkler/Flickr This Person Is Living Your Dream Life Boston Globe via Getty Images Quick Quiz: Find Out If Your Rent Is Too High AndreyPopov via Getty Images 6 Gyms That Take In-Home Fitness To A Whole. New. Level. Porch.com The 'Gone With The Wind' House Is Finally Getting The TLC It Deserves Courtesy of Peter Bonner Here Are Hundreds Upon Hundreds Of Halloween Ideas ronniematthews via Getty Images Home Economics Is Still Offered As A College Major In 2014, And Here's Why Bloomberg via Getty Images Remember When Your Desk Looked Like This? Harvard Innovation Lab / dougthomsen.tv 10 Things You Didn't Know You Could Buy On Overstock.com Overstock.com Renowned Chefs' Kitchens That Spice up Your Space Courtesy of Brandon Kleinman WTF Is Paint Primer, Anyway? ValaGrenier via Getty Images Follow HuffPost Email Facebook Twitter Google Plus RSS Mobile The Morning Email Get top stories and blogs posts emailed to you each day. HuffPost HuffPost Follow HuffPost Most Popular on HuffPost Latest News View all RSS feeds 6 Steps To An Affordable, Perfectly-Designed Living Room HomeGoods http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/10/01/where-to-start-decorating_n_5902924.html?utm_hp_ref=huffpost-home&ir=HuffPost+Home Comments (0) How To Make Your Own Fancy Nut Butters Fit Foodie Finds http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/10/01/peanut-butter-almond-butter-recipes_n_5906836.html?utm_hp_ref=huffpost-home&ir=HuffPost+Home Comments (0) 22 Vegetarian Meals That Have More Protein Than A Burger Lunchbox Bunch http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/10/01/vegetarian-protein-more-than-a-burger_n_5904286.html?utm_hp_ref=huffpost-home&ir=HuffPost+Home Comments (30) These Precious Beach Huts Have One Fatal Flaw Osea Leisure Park http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/09/30/osea-beach-huts_n_5883808.html?utm_hp_ref=huffpost-home&ir=HuffPost+Home Comments (73) You've Been Organizing Your Fridge All Wrong Greatist http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/09/30/fridge-organizing_n_5900712.html?utm_hp_ref=huffpost-home&ir=HuffPost+Home Comments (10) | food-and-drink Your Coffee Maker Is Full Of Mold. Here's How To Clean It. Michael Sick via Getty Images http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/09/29/how-to-clean-coffee-maker_n_5861026.html?utm_hp_ref=huffpost-home&ir=HuffPost+Home Comments (100) 13 Savory Cupcakes You Can Legitimately Eat For Dinner BevCooks http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/09/29/savory-cupcakes_n_5890914.html?utm_hp_ref=huffpost-home&ir=HuffPost+Home Comments (18) How To Make Your Own Potato Chips In The Microwave Henry Horenstein via Getty Images http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/09/29/microwave-potato-chips-wow_n_5889562.html?utm_hp_ref=huffpost-home&ir=HuffPost+Home Comments (0) Who Killed Home Ec? Here's The Real Story Behind Its Demise FPG via Getty Images http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/09/29/home-ec-classes_n_5882830.html?utm_hp_ref=huffpost-home&ir=HuffPost+Home Comments (47) #IKEAfail Is The Only Hashtag You Need To Know About Right Now Instagram / noel_eindhoven http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/09/29/ikeafail-hashtag_n_5890010.html?utm_hp_ref=huffpost-home&ir=HuffPost+Home Comments (5) You Can Grow A Vegetable Garden That's Fertilized By Your Fish's Poop AquaSprouts http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/09/29/aquaponics-edible-plants_n_5888622.html?utm_hp_ref=huffpost-home&ir=HuffPost+Home Comments (1) How To (Finally) Free Yourself From A Stinky Home belchonock via Getty Images http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/09/28/make-your-home-smell-good_n_5889222.html?utm_hp_ref=huffpost-home&ir=HuffPost+Home Comments (61) links: POLITICS MEDIA BUSINESS ENTERTAINMENT LIVING STYLE GREEN CHICAGO NY BOOKS IMPACT Advertise | Make HuffPost your Home Page | RSS | Careers | FAQ User Agreement | Privacy | Comment Policy | About Us | About Our Ads | Contact Us Copyright © 2014 TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. | "The Huffington Post" is a registered trademark of TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. All rights reserved. Part of HPMG News)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141007,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/VancouverSun/status/324363129620426755,The Vancouver Sun on Twitter: "In wake of marathon bombings, we are all Bostonians - What happened to the Boston Marathon is not about sports, or... http://t.co/AcZGK4mmH5" Twitter Search query Search Twitter Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Language: English Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Have an account? Sign in New to Twitter? Join Today » Sign In Phone, email or username Password Sign in Remember me Forgot password? Already using Twitter via text message? Follow Following Unfollow Blocked Unblock Pending Cancel The Vancouver SunVerified account ‏ @VancouverSun 16 Apr 2013 In wake of marathon bombings, we are all Bostonians - What happened to the Boston Marathon is not about sports, or... http://ow.ly/2we6Nk  Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Retweet 1 8:26 PM - 16 Apr 2013 Don’t miss any updates from The Vancouver Sun © 2014 Twitter About Help Ads info Close Flag this media This has already been marked as containing sensitive content. Flag this as containing potentially illegal content. Submit Cancel Learn more about flagging media Dismiss Close Previous Next Close Go to a person's profile Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Close Retweet this to your followers? Cancel Retweet Close Are you sure you want to delete this Tweet? Cancel Delete Close Block Cancel Block Add a location to your Tweets When you tweet with a location, Twitter stores that location. You can switch location on/off before each Tweet and always have the option to delete your location history. Learn more Turn location on Not now Turn off location Close Profile summary Close Your lists Close Create a new list List name Description Under 100 characters, optional Privacy Public · Anyone can follow this list Private · Only you can access this list Save list Close Close Embed this Tweet Add this Tweet to your website by copying the code below. Learn more Hmm, there was a problem reaching the server. Try again? Include parent Tweet Include media Preview Close Sign up for Twitter Not on Twitter? Sign up, tune into the things you care about, and get updates as they happen. Have an account? Sign in » Close Two-way (sending and receiving) short codes: Country Code For customers of United States 40404 (any) Canada 21212 (any) United Kingdom 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM Haiti 40404 Digicel, Voila Ireland 51210 Vodafone, O2 India 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Indonesia 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » See SMS short codes for other countries Close Confirmation)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141006,www.blogger.com,https://www.blogger.com/profile/12872623556008719283,Blogger: User Profile:  Sarah Tunes Sarah Tunes On Blogger since September 2014 Profile views - 14 About me Help Help Center Help Forum Video Tutorials Community Blogger Buzz +Blogger Developers Blogger API Developer Forum Copyright © 1999 – 2014 Google Terms of Service Privacy Content Policy)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141007,www.huffingtonpost.ca,http://www.huffingtonpost.ca/users/social_news_project/snp_module_page.php?type=entry_inside_comment&page=,)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/issues/research.aspx?id=5852,BCTF > Nanaimo Classroom Teachers Focus Group Report  	Untitled Page  For Teachers For Parents For Media Home E-mail Lists Links A to Z Index Contact Us Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources Home > Issues in Education > Inclusive Education > Research Project Nanaimo Classroom Teachers Focus Group Report Ten Nanaimo teachers were brought together in a Focus Group in early January, 2003. They were asked to respond to the following three questions: Describe your school (size, grade levels, cultural and special needs mix, socio-economic status etc), your experience as a teacher, and your current teaching position/role. Describe the work that you did in the last few years in terms of connections with students with special needs, and/or with ESL students. What changes in your work with students with special needs/ESL students have happened during this school year, and how have these changes affected students’ learning? What do you consider actually or potentially positive or problematic in these changes? Responses to each question are shown below. Describe your school (size, grade levels, cultural and special needs mix, socio-economic status etc), your experience as a teacher, and your current teaching position/role. Ten classroom teachers attended the Focus Group, four from secondary schools, six from elementary schools. While there was a mix of north to south sites represented, the general socio-economic level of schools reflected in this group was somewhat higher than might be expected from a fully representative group. Most of the participants were very experienced teachers, with over twenty years of teaching experience, while two participants had been teaching for five and ten years respectively. There appear to be have been significant differences in these teachers’ experiences, linked to two factors: socio-economic level of the community served by the school, and, for secondary teachers, whether the teacher taught core academic subjects or taught primarily in elective subject areas. For the teachers in poorer school communities, the prevalence of students with special needs seemed higher, and the difficulty in meeting students’ needs much greater. Secondary teachers who taught in primarily academic subject areas had few students with special needs in their classes. Those who taught in elective subject areas reported higher numbers of students with special needs in their classes this school year than last year. Fewer differences were as clear in relation to ESL students, as more ESL students appeared spread across socio-economic levels. However, the minimal level of designated ESL students in Nanaimo’s secondary schools (9% of the total designated ESL population) perhaps reflect the limited comments concerning ESL from secondary teachers in the Focus Group. More comments and discussion were directed at ESD (English as a Second Dialect), which reflects the numbers of aboriginal students in the school district. Describe the work that you did in the last few years in terms of connections with students with special needs, and/or with ESL students. Some teachers reported consistent support for ESL and ESD students over time, while other suggested declining levels of support. Some participants stated that, in elementary schools, there was a reasonable level of support offered over time from district staff who offered some support for ESL/ESD students. Others reported gradually reduced levels of support for ESL/ESD students over several years, with a series of incremental cuts to service. Some teachers reported being more than “maxed-out” with the numbers of students with special needs in their classes, while others said they rarely taught such students. “Maxed-out” referred to the maximum numbers of students with special needs permitted in any one class, in accordance with previous contract language — which has been removed from the current contract. (Clause 20.2.2 in last school year’s contract set a normal limit of two students with special needs in any one class, with a third permitted while waiting for appropriate placement.) In spite of the contract language, secondary teachers of electives also reported a tendency in earlier years to place more students with special needs in their classes, even with contract limits theoretically limiting class composition. One participant stated that each year there would be an increase either in the number of elective classes offered or an increase in the number of students with special needs in the same number of elective classes. Teachers also observed an increase in students they believed to have special needs but who were never designated as such. In contrast, one participant stated that in 25 years of teaching she had never had a Special Education Assistant in her classes, primarily because she taught mainly academic subject areas in the more senior secondary grades. Some teachers reported incrementally-deteriorating services for students with special needs over time. This comment perhaps best reflected the experience of teachers working in schools in lower socio-economic areas. While classroom teachers in these areas noted the reduced services for students, they also stressed that they felt increasingly isolated and less supported over time. There was a combination of factors which in their view appeared linked to reduced support for both students and classroom teachers. One issue was the sporadic or inconsistent nature of support, with specialist support teachers’ time limited or reduced. Similarly, participants saw the only consistency in SEA time being that it would be reduced from year to year. While supports were reduced, meetings related to including students with special needs seemed to increase in frequency but decline in utility. One teacher said “there was no support for me,” while another stated that all the meetings about how to support inclusion were like “fingers in the dike,” with lots of talk but not much action. Special Education Assistants’ time in classes was sporadic and limited. Several participants used terms like “intermittent” and “ad hoc” to describe the allocation of SEAs to their classrooms, and most stated that the time allocation in earlier years was inadequate. Some identified what they believed to be a deterioration in SEA time allocation over the last five years. They also note an increasing tendency over time to place students in classes in ways that would maximize the use of SEAs, so that one SEA could work with several students rather than being allocated to just one child. Some explicitly linked the presence and appropriate time allocation of an SEA as being linked to ensuring effective academic progress for the student: “With a full-time aide the child was a learner and not a seat-warmer.” “There were lots of people coming into my class.” With this statement, classroom teachers were referring to the frequent visits of counsellors, LA, ESL, Special Education teachers, and others, in support of a range of students. There appeared to be a mixed message from the way participants spoke of this. One aspect was conveyed by the term “visits,” which implied that the presence of support personnel in the classroom was short-term and sometimes intrusive. However, another message was that a range of supports existed, and that a range of people with specialist skills were offering some support both to the students in their class, and to the classroom teacher. Both messages were communicated, reflecting positive and negative perspectives. There was a sense, even so, that for these classroom teachers, such “visits” had become more intrusive and less useful over time. Some participants reported increased frustration with the role of the School-Based Team, while others were more positive about support from the team. One teacher said that the school-based team did little “but push paper around,” while another described many “referrals on and on to get students designated” and therefore eligible for some support. In the view of some participants, the school-based team had become firmly established as the process that had to be used in the school for deciding individual programs for students with special needs, but that this process offered little in terms of support either to the student or to the classroom teacher. If so few supports were being offered over time, the participants felt that they were increasingly wasting their time by being involved in school-based team meetings. Those who mentioned feeling supported included one teacher who said “They listen, sometimes have constructive ideas.” However, even this teacher concluded that, after the meeting, minimal help and support was offered to the classroom teacher, stating: “As the classroom teacher, you have to find the solutions.” Several participants mentioned regular and consistent supports from some non-enrolling teachers and non-teaching staff prior to this school year. The efforts of several Counsellors were mentioned as being appreciated by classroom teachers, as were a range of other supports from LA, ESL, Special Education teachers, social workers, and First Nations Support workers. While being appreciated, these efforts were also seen as variable in terms of utility. Sometimes they were seen as very useful, at other times less so, but in the view of these classroom teachers, the specialist support teachers were there and could be called upon when needed. In considering these data from classroom teachers reflecting on the years prior to the current school year, the messages are sometimes mixed and occasionally ambiguous when looking at the responses from the group as a whole. However, responses were much less ambiguous when connected to whether a participant worked in a school which was relatively wealthy or poor. Those teachers working in poorer schools were identifying more intense pressures building up over earlier years, with cuts in staffing and other areas negatively impacting their work. It appeared that for some participants, inclusion of students with special needs, and providing services for ESL students, was a major issue and a strong concern, and these teachers worked in schools serving poorer communities, or taught electives in secondary schools. For others, teaching academic subjects or in wealthier areas, such issues barely impacted on their teaching. Participants stated that levels of staffing and service had declined over several years, while the needs of students seemed to be increasing. There were also a number of comments in different areas that whatever the theoretical supports, the final and substantial responsibility for a child with special needs rested with the classroom teacher. If support for the classroom teacher were inappropriate, complicated, reduced, or eliminated, then the classroom teacher’s ability to meet students’ needs was reduced, and the demands on the teacher increased. What changes in your work with students with special needs/ESL students have happened during this school year, and how have these changes affected students’ learning? What do you consider actually or potentially positive or problematic in these changes? The teachers in this Focus Group had much more to say about what was happening in their schools during this school year than they had to say about previous school years. Some also explicitly stated that they believe the changes this year to be substantively different than the incremental changes of earlier years, with one teacher saying, with some feeling, “It’s really different this year!” Increased class size and changing class composition are causing problems for classroom teachers. One teacher described a class of 34 students, significantly more than last year, and how such a number forced changes in pedagogical approaches: “You just can’t do some things in a class of 34 that you could do with a smaller class.” For teachers in Science labs, there were dramatic changes, with “much less hands-on” and more demonstrations by the teacher. For those subject areas named by one participant as the “soft” sciences, such changes were major. “Soft” sciences were defined as elective Science courses with a less-academic focus. With more students in the labs, safety was an increased risk factor. One participant said that when additional students with special needs were “packed in” to such classes, as they had been this school year, both pedagogy and safety suffered, and the needs of students with special needs were less successfully met than in previous years. Students with special needs were included in such electives because of the electives’ reduced academic content. But with smaller classes they were also engaged in the “hands-on” nature of the courses (where students conducted experiments in labs, for example) which was appropriate to their needs. By increasing the numbers of students overall, and the numbers of students with special needs, the “hands-on” attraction of the courses for such students has been reduced. In the view of these teachers, changing the class composition by increasing the numbers of students with special needs is therefore reducing the quality of education for the students and forcing the teacher to change teaching styles. Participants felt that fewer students were being designated within Ministry high-incidence categories, but that this reduction did not reflect the reality in their schools.(1) Teachers in this Focus Group saw a consistently greater level of needs in their schools, and believed that many students with special needs were no longer being designated in high-incidence categories. In some cases, teachers reported a conscious decision by some schools not to designate unless there were supports available to match the designation. For most, this was seen as a survival mechanism. They explained that with higher class sizes and reduced levels of support, the fear existed that much more was being expected of the classroom teacher, and they simply could not do it all. Designating students with mild or moderate behaviour problems, for example, took time for meetings and discussion of approaches which were not likely to be followed anyway because of the pressures of increased class size, changes in class composition, and reduced support. If they could not deliver what would be ideally planned as a result of designating the student, why bother designating the student in the first place? A similar approach was described for Gifted students in another school, with designations being described as “too much trouble,” and no services being provided. Teachers were somewhat baffled that at the same time as fewer students appeared to be screened for designation by the district, all Kindergarten students were being screened as part of a UBC Early Development Institute (EDI) project. While the nature of the screening may be different, it appeared ironic that external research funds provided for screening one group of students while funds allocated to the district did not allow for similar levels of screening. Some participants believed that ESL/ESD (English as a Second Dialect) support is either being reduced or eliminated in their schools. Several participants spoke of staff who worked in Learning Assistance or in some other non-enrolling support role in previous years, and were now also being allocated responsibility for ESL/ESD support in addition to their initial role. Such blending of roles meant less service in situations where there were fewer people in the roles, and/or reduced time allocation for each component of the blended role, both of which scenarios were happening this school year. The same support services provided by non-enrolling teachers could not be offered with fewer non-enrolling staff, and ESL services were among the first to be reduced or eliminated. Reductions in ESD services were noted which could negatively impact aboriginal students. In one school, a teacher reported that some aboriginal students who once received ESD and Learning Assistance now only received Learning Assistance, and even that at a reduced level than before. ESD programs include culturally-appropriate approaches to the aboriginal students enrolled in the programs; therefore, the removal of ESD services was seen to reduce the focus and use of culturally-appropriate materials and approaches for these students. Participants felt that specialists in blended roles are not able to focus on all the parts of their new jobs. This was not stated as a criticism of the specialist support teachers, but as a reflection of perceived realities in schools. Classroom teachers saw the specialist support teachers as being “incredibly stretched,” and doing the best they could, but all that could be managed were the worst crisis scenarios. The district’s new model of school-based specialist supports removed many highly specialized itinerant staff with a particular area of focus and expertise. In the new model, non-enrolling teachers now have responsibility for some combination of LA, ESL/ESD, and Special Education. Staff who were trained and knowledgeable in one area such as LA or ESL now have jobs which include areas for which they have never been trained and in which they have no experience. For them, and for the school in which they work, decisions have to be made about the best use of their time and skills. In some cases, this means dropping a focus on the gifted, or reducing ESL, or increasing the focus on Learning Assistance. That staff within schools are making such decisions may be a reflection on their need to manage as best they can with less support, but it appears to be encouraging arbitrary school-based decisions concerning which services are offered in schools. For classroom teachers, the issue of blended roles and reduced staffing means that they have less support from specialists, and less access to expertise. The distinction between support and access to expertise is important, as both affect classroom teachers in different ways, but both isolate the classroom teacher from support and advice. This is because classroom teachers used to have access to, say, an ESL specialist, but the person now responsible for ESL in a particular school may have no training or expertise in ESL. If classroom teachers have less support (specialist support time, access to adaptations, appropriate pedagogical approaches, team teaching, modified curriculum resources, etc.) and observe less expertise in a given area, their view of the utility of specialist support appears to be significantly reduced. Participants implied that at some point, either the support works and is of use to the students in their class, and to them as classroom teachers, or it has such limited utility that it can be removed. The less severe the exceptionality, the less the support. This has been noted in other focus groups, where the term ‘raising of the bar” has been used. Some participants noted that in their schools, supports for mild or moderate behaviour students were being removed this year, but had been provided in previous years. Similarly, supports were being reduced in almost every area of Learning Assistance, ESL/ESD, and Special Education, so that only the most severe cases were supported. Participants were concerned for two reasons. The first was that supports for mild or moderate behaviour were seen as important to prevent the escalation of more severe behaviour, and were therefore effective and useful. The second reason was that by “raising the bar,” the school system is essentially reducing educational opportunity for many students. With an inclusionary policy, students are physically included, but inclusion means much more than that. If supports are so restricted that only the most extreme cases can access them, then the system is essentially reducing opportunities for many students, excluding them from learning effectively, and making the policy a sham. Teachers do not have much more to give, and students are “falling through the cracks because too much is being asked of teachers.” Several of the participants said they were not “sure of all the labels” of designation for students with special needs. Sometimes they are not sure if a given student is actually designated or not. Teachers in this Focus Group indicated that a difference between this year and last was that there appeared to be an acceptance that some students will “fall through the cracks” caused by less effective support systems. They also stated that some of these students will likely leave the school system prematurely, when they might have stayed with better levels of support. Several teachers in this Focus Group stated that they did not have much more to give, and that while they regretted students’ dropping out, they could do little about it: “There are lots of times when the kids are not getting rescued by the AO, by the counsellor, by me. I just don’t have it to give. Those we could once ‘resuscitate’ are now drifting off, fading away. I have no idea where they’ve gone.” Participants considered the School-Based Team as “Triage.” This unusual metaphor implied that the school-based team divided students with special needs into three categories: the first being those who needed help immediately, a second group who could wait for service, and a third group who were beyond help and would not receive service. While the literal interpretation of the metaphor perhaps appears exaggerated, the concept suggests a radically different mode of operation that that intended for school-based teams. Instead of a collaborative and responsive unit addressing a wide variety of needs, the teams had, in the view of these classroom teachers, become an emergency response unit, only catering to the most desperate of needs. The teachers believed that even if teams were only addressing the most serious cases, there were few supports to meet most identified needs in those cases before the team. Because of this gap between needs and available supports, classroom teachers in this focus group believed that school-based teams were becoming increasingly ineffective, and that they were less likely to ask for access to the team this school year. One participant said “they tell us when to come, not the reverse.” The apparent demise of the school-based team’s utility to classroom teachers offers another area in which models and structures of supports for students with special needs, and for teachers, appear increasingly fragile and problematic. Ideally the team offers collective expertise and solutions with resources to promote students’ effective learning, accompanied by supports for the classroom teacher. But as the triage metaphor demonstrates, addressing the most severe crisis is far from the ideal. If the capacity of the team to provide supports is much reduced, can the team still function in a spiral of reduced collaboration, less support, fewer adaptations, less specialist support and SEA time? What is currently described as triage may, if continued, make the school-based team an irrelevance which can be removed, downloading responsibility for students with special needs to the classroom teacher. This would reduce the effectiveness of services for students with special needs, as the collective planning, consultation, and programming process utilizing a wide range of expertise would no longer exist. Linked to the reduced capacity of the school-based team to support classroom teachers was the limited, or in some cases non-existent, support for the writing of IEPs, or for implementing recommendations in the IEPs. What appeared to be an increasingly common question among these classroom teachers regarding IEPs was “Why bother?” In the view of several participants, there seemed little point in wasting time writing a plan when there was little chance of following such a plan because the time, resources, and support staff would not be available at levels that could make an IEP work in practice. Taken with other data from the group, the comments suggested that some of these classroom teachers were feeling increasingly isolated and unsupported, to the extent that some were feeling much more negative about inclusionary processes. They stated that the cuts in staffing left classroom teachers with all the responsibilities and problems associated with inclusion of a diverse range of learners, but removed once-provided supports. This year some students with special needs are receiving service at the same or better level than they were receiving last year. Participants described “pockets of excellence,” where some students with special needs were accessing a productive and useful combination of adapted or modified programs, and SEA and specialist support, so that the students were engaged in learning. However, such pockets appeared very limited and unrepresentative of supports for most students with special needs. Where such pockets existed, they reflected the fact that schools could provide a positive inclusionary experience when the right combination of supports were in place. While participants welcomed this, they were very concerned that such pockets were isolated exceptions rather than the norm for all students. Focus group participants felt that staffing cuts, redeployments, and reconfigurations are reducing collegiality, collaboration, and efficiency. Fewer classroom and specialist support teachers, changed roles for specialist support staff, reduced SEA time, more part-time work by both teachers and SEAs, and blended roles, were all mentioned, as were changes in staff numbers, deployments, and configurations. Participants felt that such changes were negatively impacting their work. It took longer to know who was in a role, and whether that role included, say, Learning Assistance or writing an IEP. There appeared to be less continuity in roles and time allocations this school year, so that many classroom teachers and specialist support staff were taking much longer to work out who did what, and whether any supports were available. Patterns and relationships developed over time were disrupted as district/itinerant specialist support staff were cut or redeployed into school-based supports, or as SEA time was cut. Cuts, redeployments, and structural reconfigurations (which person was delivering which service) appeared to be affecting both services and relationships as schools struggled to provide services to students. In one situation, a teacher stated that the views of those staff who were new to a particular process or school, were “less accepted” by those who had been in the process or school for a longer period. Changes in staffing levels, deployment, and configuration seemed to be negatively affecting teachers’ ability to collaboratively address the needs of students, and to significantly slow down processes which in turn slowed down the delivery of supports to both students and classroom teachers. One example was provided of a Learning Assistance teacher who had responsibility for producing a large number of IEPs, with the result that she saw no students until months into the school year. Conclusion There was very mixed evidence of changes in Special Education and ESL from participants in this Focus Group. For some, changes are similar to changes that have occurred in other school years, and are a predictable part of working as a teacher. These teachers worked mainly in schools which served middle or higher socio-economic communities, and/or taught mainly academic subject areas in secondary schools. For others, who taught in schools serving lower socio-economic communities, the changes are more significant, with increased class size, more students ,and fewer supports. What appears most disturbing, however, are the comments which indicate a crumbling system of support for inclusive education. Inclusion is a provincial policy, yet these comments indicate that some pivotal support structures appear to be diminishing rapidly. Whatever the model which theoretically exists, these classroom teachers believe there are more students with special needs than are identified, a belief supported by provincial data which show 8% fewer high-incidence designations this school year. They identified problems with reduced support structures, from assessment to IEP planning and writing, school-based teams, access to specialist support staff and SEAs. Several warning signs were provided by teachers in this Focus Group, especially from those who work in lower SES schools: the responsibility for inclusion is being dumped onto them as support and resources are reduced or withdrawn. They are dealing with this responsibility in a variety of ways, but often by rejecting processes which force them to spend time in meetings but which offer no subsequent supports. Some comments indicated classroom teachers were becoming more assertive about placements or support, which may also be the early signs of a reaction against inclusion. The inclusionary system is not collapsing, but there are questions as to whether it can be sustained with fewer supports for, and more demands on, classroom teachers. The teachers in this focus group appeared to be saying that provincial and district policies have not changed, but many structures, people, and systems that previously made such policies workable have been reduced or eliminated. As less support is offered, more is expected of the classroom teacher. After years of gradual cuts, some are simply saying that they have little more to give. One stated “I hardly noticed Christmas this year, I was in such bad shape, exhausted.” Much of this exhaustion was the result of reduced supports for inclusion. Unless supports are increased, there may be an increased likelihood of teachers’ assertiveness turning into a backlash against inclusion. Charlie Naylor BCTF Research January 2003 ____________________________ (1) Data from Ministry of education Standard report 1585 (Special Education Enrolments) indicates that there has been a provincial decline in high incidence designation of 8.2% in 2002/03 compared to 2001/02. This is more likely attributable to non-designation of high incidence students, than a real decline in the numbers of such students.   About Us | News & Events | Publications | Advocacy & Action | Social Justice | Issues in Education © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "October is #FosterFamilyMonth. Thank you #BC for opening your homes and hearts to more than 5,900 children and youth." @John_Yap - 11:14pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "Eid Mubarak to all those celebrating in BC!" @bcliberals - 06:52pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141007,www.huffingtonpost.ca,http://www.huffingtonpost.ca/2014/10/07/surrey-report-card_n_5948382.html?utm_hp_ref=canada-british-columbia&ir=Canada+British+Columbia,Surrey Is A C-Grade City, Says Report Card View mobile site October 7, 2014 Huffpost Canada British Columbia ca Edition: ca Show/Hide Brasil BR Canada CA Deutschland DE España ES France FR Italia IT 日本 (Japan) JP 한국 (Korea) KR Maghreb MG United Kingdom UK United States US Region: BC Show/Hide All Canada Alberta British Columbia Québec (en français) Follow Newsletters Get Canada British ColumbiaNewsletters Email address Enter Email Address Huffington Post Search Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search iOS app Android app More Log in Create Account Notifications 0 $USERNAME Profile Settings Logout FRONT PAGE Politics Ford Still Doesn't Understand Racism 51 Unvetted Judge Joins Supreme Court 43 Kenney Posts Photos Of Iraqi Children To Make Case For ISIL Airstrikes 91 Clinton: Canadian Help In ISIL Fight 'Indispensable' 44 Canadians Left In A Fog Of War 42 Go to Politics More in Politics The Pulse Stephen Harper You Might Also Like US Politics UK Politics Business Porn Company Has A Raunchy Deal For Air Canada Pilots 3 Sun News Just Lost Its Main Source Of Content; What Now? 49 Canadian Cities Surprisingly Unpopular Destinations For Workers 0 This Is How You Rack Up U.S. Roaming Charges While In Canada 14 Look What China Might Actually Build 47 Go to Business More in Business Small Business Money You Might Also Like Tech TechCrunch Autoblog WorldPost Spanish Nurse First To Contract Ebola Outside West Africa 518 It's Been 3 Weeks Since Anyone's Seen Kim And Rumors Are Swirling 97 3 New Findings On ISIS Weapons That You Should Know About 39 WHO: More Cases Of Ebola In Europe Unavoidable 154 Turkish President Says Syrian Town Under Islamic State Siege Is About To Fall 213 Go to WorldPost More in WorldPost Foreign Affairs World Elections Arab Uprising Afghanistan War Syria Crisis You Might Also Like Travel Impact Living 100 Pumpkin Carvings That Will Inspire You 0 Fried Maple Leaves Are A Delicacy In Japan, And We're Jealous 6 WATCH: HuffPost Readers School Us On Toronto's Real Must-Eats 2 Toronto Dubbed Fourth Most Livable City In The World 0 33 Signs You Live In Liberty Village 1 Go to Living You Might Also Like Healthy Living Food Recipes Divorce Women Parentdish Green Post50 Weddings Style Best Halloween Costumes For Men And Women 0 Most Offensive Products In Retail 3 JLaw Goes Topless For Vanity Fair 0 Bridesmaid Dresses You'll Wear Again 0 Canadian Model Coco Rocha Is Pregnant! 4 Go to Style More in Style Beauty Fashion Celeb Style Entertaining and Etiquette Stylelist Canada Wedding Style Home Style You Might Also Like Style (U.S.) Weddings Stylelist Canada Entertainment Kris Jenner Opens Up About The Late Robert Kardashian 6 Blake Lively Is Pregnant! 30 Mariah Carey Proves She's Not Lip-Synching 42 Is This Where George Clooney And Amal Alamuddin Honeymooned? 7 Pregnant Kelly Rowland Poses Topless In Black And White Photo Shoot 2 Go to Entertainment You Might Also Like Music Celebrity TV Moviefone Arts The Glamorous History Of Pin-Up Like You've Never Seen It Before 3 1 Here Are A Bunch Of F*cking Delightful Artsy Cat Photos. You're Welcome. 3 This Is What It Really Looks Like To Be A Modern Day Nun 8 New Animation-Inspired Art Show Will Make You Yearn For Saturday Morning Cartoons 0 Go to Arts You Might Also Like Books Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Religion Alberta 20 Puppies Found Abandoned In Field 6 Anti-Abortion Postcard Targets Tory MP.. Again 26 Mystery 'GPO Girl' Turns Up In Calgary 3 Major Saskatchewan Train Derailment 2 Dozens Of Dead Cats Found, Another 62 Euthanized 0 Go to Alberta More in Alberta Alberta Politics Alberta Business Alison Redford Calgary Edmonton British Columbia B.C. Teen Killed By Train Was Wearing Headphones, Texting: RCMP 13 Anthem Singer's Fall Is Lesson In Showmanship 3 Pastafarian Loses B.C. Driver's Licence Over Holy Colander 0 Elderly Asian Women Attacked In Vancouver 0 Lawyers Of Convicted Surrey Six Gangsters Want Mistrial 3 Go to British Columbia More in British Columbia B.C. Politics B.C. Business Christy Clark Vancouver All Sections News Canada Politics Canada Business US Politics US Business World Media Sports Education Crime Weird News Good News Daily Finance Entertainment Entertainment Music TV Celebrity Comedy Arts Books Moviefone Life & Style Living Style Home Healthy Living Taste Weddings Travel Parents Divorce HuffPost 50 Marlo Thomas OWN Tech & Science Tech Science Green Techcrunch Engadget TUAW Joystiq Voices Impact Women Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Religion College Teen Local Quebec (French) Calgary Montreal Ottawa Toronto Vancouver Winnipeg Mapquest Patch.com Our Mobile Apps: iPhone iPad HuffPost Live iPad Android Phone Android Tablet British Columbia B.C. Politics B.C. Business Christy Clark Vancouver Anthem Singer's Fall Is Lesson In Showmanship 2014-10-05 23:32:54 Pastafarian Loses B.C. Driver's Licence Over Holy Colander 2014-10-06 20:10:58 B.C. Teen Killed By Train Was Wearing Headphones, Texting: RCMP 2014-10-07 02:49:46 45 Signs You're A Vancouver Canucks Fan 2014-10-04 00:27:49 Elderly Asian Women Attacked In Vancouver 2014-10-06 17:25:49 When It Comes to Jumbo Glacier Resort, All Questions Lead Back To Powerful Minister 2014-10-06 15:46:02 Aldergrove School Playground Condemned 2014-10-06 17:50:31 Vancouver Mom Who Killed Her 2 Babies Sentenced 2014-10-07 13:46:41 LOOK: Stunning Scenes By B.C.'s October Photographer 2014-10-03 14:22:55 This Derelict Van 'Home' Costs $550/Month To Rent In B.C. 2014-10-03 16:05:46 Officer Admits Abusing Authority While Shoving Woman 2014-10-06 18:41:58 Recognize This Photo? Here's The Story Behind It 2014-10-03 16:58:41 Premier Denies Downplaying B.C. LNG Expectations 2014-10-06 20:57:52 Lawyers Of Convicted Surrey Six Gangsters Want Mistrial 2014-10-06 18:59:52 LOOK: Old Vancouver Bank's New Life 2014-10-03 17:52:32 Previous Story Next Story Surrey Is A C-Grade City, Says Report Card The Huffington Post B.C. Posted: 10/07/2014 5:15 pm EDT Updated: 11 minutes ago Share Tweet Email Comment tumblr reddit A report card. Residents of Surrey give their home an overall C grade, according to the city’s first report card. According to a new report from the non-profit group Surrey Cares, people want to see improvements in crime rates and transportation, which both received D+ marks. Under the topic of "getting around," 60 per cent of respondents said they travel outside of Surrey and spend half an hour on their commute, an average of 10 minutes longer compared to elsewhere in B.C. “For people to get around the city, it’s a significant challenge. People rely on their vehicles. In order for us to attract business, those transportation mechanisms are so important,” Anita Huberman, who is part of the survey group, told News 1130. The survey reports that Surrey’s overall crime rate is 12 per cent higher then the rest of B.C. Crime has been top of mind in the community, especially after the September death of 17-year-old Serena Vermeerch, who was killed on her way home. Many residents are asking why the suspect in her case wasn't more closely monitored after serving 20 years in jail for a violent sexual assault. The homicide led to a “Take back Surrey” rally where people demanded change and more attention to safety. Other categories that received a D+ rating include standard of living and housing. However, the report card also shows residents are proud of the city’s parks, festivals, and events. Even with a C grade, the city averages 1,000 new residents per month. Read the full report card here. EARLIER ON HUFFPOST: Close  Amrit Bains, Surrey Singer of   Amrit Bains, a bus driver in Surrey, B.C, has released albums in India. He recently produced a music video called "Super Sweet City" as an ode to his adopted city. Amrit Bains with young fans in Patiala, Punjab in March 2011. Amrit Bains at Lok Virsa Cultural concert in Abbotsford, B.C. on May 29, 2011. Amrit Bains at Swangard Stadium in Burnaby, B.C. on India day celebration. NEXT: Bollywood's Selfie Generation @sonamkapoor @sonamkapoor @kapoorshraddha @kapoorshraddha @kapoorshraddha @bachchan @bachchan @thejohnabraham @nargilove @nargilove @udayc @aslisona @aslisona @priyankachopra @priyankachopra @priyankachopra @aishwarya_rai_bachchan @anooooshka @anooooshka @jacquelinejf2 @jacquelinejf2 @jacquelinejf2 @shahidkapoor Indian actress Aishwarya Rai poses on May 21, 2013 as she arrives for the screening of the film 'Behind the Candelabra' presented in Competition at the 66th edition of the Cannes Film Festival in Cannes. Cannes, one of the world's top film festivals, opened on May 15 and will climax on May 26 with awards selected by a jury headed this year by Hollywood legend Steven Spielberg. AFP PHOTO / VALERY HACHE (Photo credit should read VALERY HACHE/AFP/Getty Images) Actress Priyanka Chopra attends the premiere of Disney's 'Planes' at the El Capitan Theatre on August 5, 2013 in Hollywood, California. (Photo by Mark Davis/Getty Images) Indian Bollywood actress Sonam Kapoor poses as she attends the Vogue Beauty Awards 2013 ceremony in Mumbai late August 1, 2013. AFP PHOTO/STR (Photo credit should read STRDEL/AFP/Getty Images) Indian Bollywood actress Alia Bhatt attends this year's Stardust Awards ceremony in Mumbai on January 26, 2013. AFP PHOTO/STR (Photo credit should read STRDEL/AFP/Getty Images) Indian Bollywood actress Katrina Kaif poses as she attends the ‘Big Star Entertainment Awards 2012’ ceremony in Mumbai late December 16, 2012. AFP PHOTO/STR (Photo credit should read STRDEL/AFP/Getty Images) Indian actress Mallika Sherawat poses on May 23, 2013 as she arrives for the amfAR's 20th Annual Cinema Against AIDS during the 66th Annual Cannes Film Festival at Hotel du Cap-Eden-Roc in Cap d'Antibes, southern France. AFP PHOTO / ALBERTO PIZZOLI (Photo credit should read ALBERTO PIZZOLI/AFP/Getty Images) Indian Bollywood actress Vidya Balan poses as she attends the performance for A Tribute to Ustad Shafaat Ahmed Khan concert in Mumbai late July 21, 2013. AFP PHOTO/STR (Photo credit should read STRDEL/AFP/Getty Images) Indian Bollywood Actress Anushka Sharma poses during a promotional event for Femina India in Mumbai on January 21, 2013. AFP PHOTO/STR (Photo credit should read STRDEL/AFP/Getty Images) Indian Bollywood actress Bipasha Basu attends this year's Stardust Awards ceremony in Mumbai on January 26, 2013. AFP PHOTO/STR (Photo credit should read STRDEL/AFP/Getty Images) Indian Bollywood actress Sonakshi Sinha poses for a photo during the launch of the film Himmatwala in Mumbai on February 22, 2013. AFP PHOTO/STR (Photo credit should read STRDEL/AFP/Getty Images) NEXT: Aishwarya Rai's Best Looks Aishwarya Rai gets a kiss on the cheek from director Jim Sonzero. Aishwarya Rai of India competes in the swimsuit parade during the finals for Miss World 1994 in Sun City, November 20, 1994. Miss World 1994 Aishwarya Rai of India poses for photographers a day after winning her crown in Sun City, 20 November 1994. Former Miss World and Bollywood actress, Aishwarya Rai, poses during a launch campaign of the Longines DolceVita Diamond in New Delhi, 08 December 2001. Miss World 'Aishwarya Rai' 'Carina Lau' celebration of '170th anniversary of Longines' at Longines by Swatch group. Aishwarya Rai, a famous Bollywood actress speaks to a reporter at the India premeire of "Devdas" in Bombay, India on Thursday, July 11, 2002. Indian actress Aishwarya Rai poses for photographers during the photocall for Indian director Sanjay Leela Bhansali's film 'Devdas' during the 55th Cannes film festival 23 May 2002. Bollywood actress Aishwarya Rai laughs during the promotion of her signature line jewellery collection 'Nakshatra' in Bombay, 07 May 2003. Indian actress Aishwarya Rai, jury member of the 56th Cannes film festival, arrives on stage during the opening ceremony at the Palais des Festivals on 14 May 2003. Aishwarya Rai arrives for the screening of the film 'Matrix Reloaded' at the Palais des Festivals during the 56th International Cannes Film Festival May 15, 2003 in Cannes, France. Indian actress and jury member Aishwarya Rai poses for photographers as she arrives at the palais des festivals to attend the screening of 'Les Egares' by French director Andre Techine during the 56th Cannes film festival 16 May 2003. Actress Aishwarya Rai poses at the photo call for 'Pride and Prejudice' during the 56th International Cannes Film Festival 2003 on May 17, 2003 in Cannes, France. Actress Aishwarya Rai attends the 'Dogville' premiere at the Palais Des Festival during 56th International Cannes Film Festival 2003 on May 19, 2003 in Cannes, France. Aishwarya Rai attends amfAR's 'Cinema Against AIDS' benefit during the 56th International Cannes Film Festival 2003 on May 22, 2003 in Cannes, France. Indian film actress Aishwariya Rai addresses a press conference in Amritsar, 06 October 2003. In this picture taken on 27 February 2004, Indian actors Aishwariya Rai (L) and Ajay Devgan act in the Hindi movie 'Raincoat' during shooting in Calcutta. Actress Aishwarya Rai arrives at the 57th International Cannes Film Festival opening ceremony dinner May 12, 2004 in Cannes, France. Former Miss World and Bollywood star, Aishwarya Rai, poses in front of large poster of her at a press conference in Bombay, 28 May 2004. Actress Aishwarya Rai poses at the 'Bollywood 4 Beginners' photocall at Madame Tussauds on September 30, 2004 in London. Actress Aishwarya Rai arrives at the UK Premiere of 'Bride & Prejudice' at the London Palladium on October 4, 2004 in London. Indian actress Aishwarya Rai poses at the 4th edition of the International Film Festival in Marrakesh on Dec. 11, 2004. Former Miss World Aishwarya Rai performs at the 'Help Telethon Concert' in aid of tsunami victims in Bombay in February 2005. Actress Aishwarya Rai arrives for the premiere of Miramax's 'Bride And Prejudice' on February 9, 2005 in New York City. Actress Aishwarya Rai arrives for Time Magazine Celebrates New 'Time 100' list of Most Influential People In The World on April 19, 2005 in New York City. Former Miss World, Indian model and film star Aishwarya Rai attends the premiere for the film 'Lemming' at Le Palais de Festival on the opening night of the 58th International Cannes Film Festival on May 11, 2005 in Cannes, France. India's Aishwarya Rai (top) takes part in a Bollywood performance as part of the closing ceremony for the 2006 Commonwealth Games at the Melbourne Cricket Ground on March 26, 2006. Actresses Aishwarya Rai, Andie MacDowell and Kerry Washington attend the 'The Wind That Shakes The Barley' premiere during the 59th International Cannes Film Festival on May 18, 2006 in Cannes, France. In this file picture taken May 12, 2005, Indian actress Aishwarya Rai smiles as she arrives for the screening of US director Woody Allen's film 'Match Point' during the 58th edition of the International Cannes Film Festival. Former Miss World Aishwarya Rai arrives at the MOBO Awards held at the Royal Albert Hall on September 20th, 2006 in London, England. Former Miss World and Indian film actress Aishwarya Rai reacts at a press conference to launch a new Nakshatra collection of diamond jewellery from Diamond Trading Corporation (DTC) in Mumbai on Oct. 3, 2006. Aishwarya Rai during World Premiere of 'Guru' in Toronto at Elgin Theatre in Toronto, Ontario, Canada. Actress and L'Oreal model Aishwarya Rai and actor Steve McFadden pose at a photocall for the general release of the film 'Provoked: A True Story' at the Courthouse Hotel on April 3, 2007 in London, England. Indian actors Abhishek Bachchan (R) and Aishwarya Rai take prasad (blessed food) during a visit to The Lord Venkatesh Wara Temple at Tirupati on April 22, 2007. Actors Abhishek Bachchan and Aishwarya Rai arrive at the 'My Blueberry Nights' premiere on May 16, 2007 in Cannes, France. Aishwarya Rai at The Martinez Hotel during 2007 Cannes Film Festival. Indian actress Aishwarya Rai and her husband Abhishek Bachchan arrive at the International Indian Film Academy Awards (IIFAs) ceremony at the Hallam Arena in Sheffield, northern England on June 9, 2007. Actress Aishwarya Rai attends the screening of 'Guru' as part of the 'India Splendor' film festival on August 14, 2007 in Westwood, California. Indian actress Aishwarya Rai Bachchan walks the ramp during the launch of a bridal collection of watches by Swiss watchmaker Longines, in New Delhi on Dec. 5, 2007. Indian actress Aishwarya Rai Bachchan arrives at a press conference in New Delhi on Dec. 19 2007. Indian actress and former Miss World Aishwarya Rai Bacchan smiles at a promotional event for her upcoming film 'Jodhaa Akbar' in Mumbai in January 2008. (From L) French actress Rachida Brakni, US actress Eva Longoria Parker and Indian actress Aishwarya Rai pose as they arrive to attend the opening ceremony and the screening of Brazilian director Fernando Meirelles' film 'Blindness' at the 61st edition of the Cannes Film Festival on May 14, 2008. Indian actress Aishwarya Rai (R) and her husband Indian actor Abhishek Bachchan pose as they arrive to attend the screening of 'Kung Fu Panda' at the 61st Cannes International Film Festival on May 15, 2008. Indian actress Aishwarya Rai (L) holds the hand of her father-in-law, actor Amitabh Bachchan, as she arrives to attend the screening of 'Vicky Cristina Barcelona' at the 61st Cannes International Film Festival on May 17, 2008. (From R) Tunisian actress Afef Jnifen, Indian actress Aishwarya Rai and German actress Maria Furtwaengler arrive to attend the screening of 'Indiana Jones and the Kingdom of the Crystal Skull' at the 61st Cannes International Film Festival on May 18, 2008. Indian Bollywood actress and former Miss World Aishwarya Rai-Bachchan and her actor husband Abhishek Bachchan walk barefoot on their way to pray at the Siddhivinayak temple in Mumbai early morning on May 27, 2008. Indian film actor Abhishek Bachchan poses with his actress wife Aishwarya Rai Bachchan as they arrive for the world premiere of their film 'Sarkar Raj' (Absolute Ruler) on the first day of the International Indian Film Academy (IIFA) Awards 2008, a three-day long Bollywood extravaganza, in Bangkok on June 6, 2008. Indian actor Abhishek Bachchan (C) poses with his mother Jaya Bachchan (L) and wife Aishwarya Rai-Bachchan (R) on arriving at the International Indian Film Academy (IIFA) Awards 2008 ceremony in Bangkok on June 8, 2008. Bollywood actors Abhishek Bachchan (L) and Aishwarya Rai Bachchan (R) are pictured at the Crown Plaza hotel in London on August 21, 2008 for the press launch of the 'Unforgettable Tour'. Actress Aishwarya Rai attends 'The Pink Panther II' photocall at French Embassy Residence on February 11, 2009 in Madrid, Spain. Actress Aishwarya Rai attends the photocall for 'Pink Panther 2' as part of the 59th Berlin Film Festival at the Grand Hyatt Hotel on February 13, 2009 in Berlin, Germany. Indian actress Aishwarya Rai Bachchan poses on the red carpet prior to the premiere of the movie 'Pink Panther 2' by US director Harald Zwart and presented in competition at the 59th Berlinale Film Festival in Berlin on February 13, 2009. Actress Aishwarya Rai Bachchan attends the 'Up' Premiere at the Palais De Festival during the 62nd International Cannes Film Festival on May 13, 2009. Actress Aishwarya Rai Bachchan attends the Cinema Verite press conference held at the Hotel Martinez during the 62nd International Cannes Film Festival on May 14, 2009. Indian model Aishwarya Rai and Abhishek Bachchan arrive for the screening of the movie 'Chun Feng Chen Zui De Ye Wan' (Spring Fever) in competition at the 62nd Cannes Film Festival on May 14, 2009. Bollywood actress Aishwarya Rai Bachchan receives the Female Star of the Decade award during the 2009 International Indian Film Academy Awards ceremony at the Venetian Macao-Hotel-Resort on June 13, 2009 in Macau. Bollywood actress Aishwarya Rai Bachchan performs during the 2009 International Indian Film Academy Awards ceremony at the Venetian Macao-Hotel-Resort on June 13, 2009 in Macau. Bollywood film actress Aishwarya Rai smiles at the launch of Beautiful Beginnings -- free training in beauty services for underprivileged girls in Mumbai on July 7, 2009. Indian Bollywood actress Aishwarya Rai Bachchan unveils English magazine FILMFARE's '50 Beautiful People' issue in Mumbai on November 3, 2009. Indian Bollywood film actress and Longines Brand Ambassador, Aishwarya Rai Bachchan launches The Longines Master Collection Retrograde watches in Mumbai on November 18, 2009. Indian actor Abhishek Bachchan (L) and his wife Aishwrya Rai Bachchan smile during the Indian premiere of the film 'Avatar' in Mumbai on December 15, 2009. Indian Bollywood actor Abhishek Bachchan (L) and actress Aishwarya Rai Bachchan arrive to attend an awards ceremony in Mumbai on January 9, 2010. Indian Bollywood actress Aishwarya Rai Bachchan attends an awards ceremony in Mumbai on February 26, 2010. Married Indian Bollywood actors Aishwarya Rai Bachchan and Abhishek Bachchan arrive at a soiree held by Head of Reliance Group of Industry Head Anil Dhirubhai Ambani and his wife Tina Anil Ambani at the Hyatt Hotel in Mumbai on February 28, 2010. Indian Bollywood actress Aishwarya Rai Bachchan interacts with child cancer patients during the Cancer Patients Aid Association (CPAA) Rose Day event in Mumbai on September 16, 2010. Aishwarya Rai Bachchan at '56th Idea Filmfare' awards nominations bash at JW Marriott in Mumbai on January 19, 2011. Actress Aishwarya Rai Bachchan arrives at the 83rd Annual Academy Awards held at the Kodak Theatre on February 27, 2011 in Hollywood, California. Aishwarya Rai Bachchan at the Lavasa women's car rally prize distribution at Hyatt Regency in Mumbai on March 4, 2011. Indian Bollywood actress Aishwarya Rai arrives for a function at the Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industry (FICCI) Frames in Mumbai on March 25, 2011. FICCI Frames, the media and entertainment industry convention, brings global and Indian media and entertainment industry together on one platform. Indian Bollywood actress Aishwarya Rai Bachchan poses on the red carpet before the opening ceremony and the screening of 'Midnight in Paris' presented out-of-competition at the 64th Cannes Film Festival on May 11, 2011 in Cannes. Indian model Aishwarya Rai blows a kiss as she arrives with US model and actress Eva Longoria (R) for the opening ceremony and screening of 'Robin Hood' presented out of competition at the 63rd Cannes Film Festival on May 12, 2010 in Cannes. Indian model Aishwarya Rai arrives for the screening of the film 'Tournee' (On Tour) presented in competition at the 63rd Cannes Film Festival on May 13, 2010 in Cannes. Indian model Aishwarya Rai arrives for the screening of the film 'Tournee' (On Tour) presented in competition at the 63rd Cannes Film Festival on May 13, 2010 in Cannes. Indian model Aishwarya Rai arrives for the screening of 'Wall Street - Money Never Sleeps' presented out of competition at the 63rd Cannes Film Festival on May 14, 2010 in Cannes. Actress Aishwarya Rai Bachchan attends the 'Raavan' photocall at the Salon Diane at The Majestic during the 63rd Annual Cannes Film Festival on May 17, 2010 in Cannes, France. Indian model Aishwarya Rai and husband Abhishek Bachchan arrive for the screening of 'Outrage' presented in competition at the 63rd Cannes Film Festival on May 17, 2010 in Cannes. Indian actress Aishwarya Rai (C) watches the men's final match between Spain's Rafael Nadal and Sweden's Robin Soderling in the French Open tennis championship at the Roland Garros stadium, on June 6, 2010 in Paris. Indian Bollywood actors Abhishek Bachchan (R) and his wife Aishwarya Rai Bachchan (L) attend a promotional event for the upcoming Bollywood film 'Raavan' in Mumbai on June 12, 2010. Aishwarya Rai arrives at the World Premiere of 'Raavan' at the BFI Southbank on June 16, 2010 in London, England. Indian Bollywood actress Aishwarya Rai-Bachchan poses as she attends a music launch ceremony for the Hindi film 'Robot' in Mumbai on August 14, 2010. Indian Bollywood actress Aishwarya Rai Bachchan gives a press conference to promote her upcoming film 'Robot' in Mumbai on September 23, 2010. Aishwarya Rai attends the Giorgio Armani Spring/Summer 2011 fashion show during Milan Fashion Week on September 27, 2010 in Milan, Italy. Indian actress Aishwarya Rai poses prior to a diner organized to celebrate Roberto Cavalli Italian fashion brand 40th anniversary on September 29, 2010 at the Ecole des Beaux-Arts (Fine Arts School) in Paris. Indian Bollywood actress Aishwarya Rai displays a creation by Indian designer Manish Malhotra during the first day of the HDIL India Couture Week in Mumbai on October 6, 2010. Indian actress Aishwarya Rai attends a Gala Presentation of 'Raavan, Raavanan' of the 15th Pusan International Film Festival (PIFF) on October 8, 2010 in Busan. Indian Bollywood film actors Hrithik Roshan (L) and Aishwarya Rai Bachchan attend a musical evening featuring the soundtrack of upcoming Hindi film 'Guzaarish' directed by Bollywood film director Sanjay Leela Bhansali in Mumbai on October 20, 2010. Indian actress and former Miss World Aishwarya Rai Bachchan poses as she attends the 57th National Film Awards Function in New Delhi on October 22, 2010. In this file photograph taken on November 30, 2010, Indian Bollywood actor Abhishek Bachchan (R) and wife Aishwarya Rai Bachchan attend the Positive Health Awards in Mumbai. Indian actress and Longines brand ambassador Aishwarya Rai Bachchan walks the ramp during the launch of the Longines watch collection DolceVita in New Delhi on December 14, 2010. Indian Bollywood actress Aishwarya Rai Bachchan (L) sits with film director Karan Johar during the 'Big Star Entertainment Awards' ceremony in Mumbai on December 21, 2010. Indian Bollywood actress Aishwarya Rai Bachchan poses with her Best Actress award during the 'FICCI Frames 2011' awards ceremony in Mumbai on March 25, 2011. Bollywood actress Aishwarya Rai Bachchan arrives at the 'Sleeping Beauty' premiere during the 64th Annual Cannes Film Festival at the Palais des Festivals on May 12, 2011 in Cannes, France. Indan actress Aishwarya Rai arrives for a photocall at the 64th Cannes Film Festival on May 13, 2011 in Cannes. Indian Bollywood actress Aishwarya Rai-Bachchan attends the 162nd Prix de Diane, on June 12, 2011 in Chantilly, north of Paris. Indian film actor Aishwarya Rai Bachchan gestures during a function to honour her with the Knight of the Order of Arts and Letters Award of France in New Delhi on July 13, 2011. Indian Actress Aishwarya Rai Bachchan poses as she arrives to attend the 2012 amfAR's Cinema Against Aids on May 24, 2012 in Antibes, southeastern France. Indian actress Aishwarya Rai takes part in the TV show 'Le Grand Journal' on the set of French TV Canal+ during the 65th Cannes film festival on May 25, 2012 in Cannes. Aishwarya Rai attends the 'Cosmopolis' premiere during the 65th Annual Cannes Film Festival at Palais des Festivals on May 25, 2012 in Cannes, France. Aishwarya Rai attends the United Nations Every Woman Every Child Dinner 2012 on September 25, 2012 in New York, United States. Bollywood actors Abhishek Bachchan (L), and his wife Aishwarya Rai pose for a photo during a promotional event for artists in Mumbai on October 11, 2012. Indian Bollywood actress and Longines brand ambassador Aishwarya Rai Bachchan poses with the newly launched Longines Saint-Imier collection in New Delhi on October 15, 2012. Indian Bollywood actress Aishwarya Rai Bachchan speaks before being conferred with the French civilian award, Officer Dan Ordre Arts et des Lettres, by French ambassador to India, Francois Richier, in Mumbai on November 1, 2012. Indian Bollywood film actors Abhishek Bachchan (L) and his wife Aishwarya Rai pose on the red carpet at the premiere of the Hindi film 'Jab Tak Hai Jaan' in Mumbai on November 12, 2012. Indian Bollywood actor Abhishek Bachchan (L) poses with his wife Aishwarya Rai Bachchan on the occasion of Children’s Day in Mumbai on November 14, 2012. Indian Bollywood actress Aishwarya Rai Bachchan looks on while visiting the Lokmanya Tilak municipal medical general hospital to meet children suffering from AIDS in Mumbai on December 1, 2012. Indian Bollywood film actress Aishwarya Rai Bachchan attends the unveiling of the book 'My Father, Our Fraternity' in Mumbai on December 13, 2012. Indian Bollywood actress Aishwarya Rai Bachchan attends a press conference and announcement for the forthcoming 58th Idea Filmfare Awards in Mumbai on January 9, 2013. Indian Bollywood actress Aishwarya Rai Bachchan participates in the Support My School telethon in Mumbai on February 3, 2013. Indian Bollywood film actress Aishwarya Rai Bachchan poses during the launch of new branches of Kalyan Jewellers in Mumbai on March 24, 2013. Indian actress Aishwarya Rai poses on May 19, 2013 as she arrives for the screening of the film 'Inside Llewyn Davis' presented in Competition at the 66th edition of the Cannes Film Festival. Indian actress Aishwarya Rai poses on May 21, 2013 as she arrives for the screening of the film 'Behind the Candelabra' presented in Competition at the 66th edition of the Cannes Film Festival in Cannes. Indian actress Aishwarya Rai Bachchan poses on May 23, 2013 as she arrives for the amfAR's 20th annual Cinema Against AIDS during the 66th Annual Cannes Film Festival at Hotel du Cap-Eden-Roc in Cap d'Antibes, southern France. Aishwarya Rai Bachchan speaks on stage at the 'Chime For Change: The Sound Of Change Live' Concert at Twickenham Stadium on June 1, 2013 in London, England. Aishwarya Rai attends Day 1 of Royal Ascot on June 18, 2013 in Ascot, England.  Share  Tweet  ✖ Advertisement Share this ✖ close Current Slide More: Surrey Surrey BC Surrey Report Card Surrey Cares Take Back Surrey Serena Vermeerch Serena Vermeerch Death Anita Huberman Video Surrey Bc Report Card Surrey City Report Card Surrey Cares Report Card Suggest a correction Around the Web Report Card Dates - Surrey Connect Surrey scores D+ for safety in Vital Signs report card   Click here to view Conversations Conversations Most Popular B.C. Teen Killed By Train Was Wearing Headphones, Texting: RCMP Facebook Anthem Singer's Fall Is Lesson In Showmanship YouTube Pastafarian Loses B.C. Driver's Licence Over Holy Colander YouTube LOOK: Stunning Scenes By B.C.'s October Photographer David Chang Photography Elderly Asian Women Attacked In Vancouver Nastco via Getty Images Lawyers Of Convicted Surrey Six Gangsters Want Mistrial Darryl Dyck/CP LOOK: Old Vancouver Bank's New Life Jason Statler When It Comes to Jumbo Glacier Resort, All Questions Lead Back To Powerful Minister Caillum Smith | Flickr Vancouver Mom Who Killed Her 2 Babies Sentenced CityTV YouTube Aldergrove School Playground Condemned North Otter Elementary Facebook This Derelict Van 'Home' Costs $550/Month To Rent In B.C. Bill Everitt Petronas Threatens To Delay B.C. LNG Project By A Decade MyLoupe/UIG via Getty Images 45 Signs You're A Vancouver Canucks Fan Getty Images Intruder Dies After Being Caught By Homeowner, Neighbour Shutterstock / sculpies Recognize This Photo? Here's The Story Behind It Claude P. Dettloff/CP/National Archives of Canada Stanley Park Pedestrian Dies After Crash With Cyclist Getty Premier Denies Downplaying B.C. LNG Expectations Jonathan Hayward/CP Vancouver Is The Reason Alyssa Milano Quit TV Show Paul Archuleta via Getty Images City Of Vancouver Taking Arbutus Corridor Fight To Court Darryl Dyck/The Canadian Press Vancouver Mayor Focuses On Pipelines For Re-Election Campaign Vision Vancouver Facebook FOLLOW HUFFPOST Email Email Address Options HuffPost Daily Brief British Columbia Get top stories and blog posts emailed to me each day.. Facebook HuffPost British Columbia Twitter HuffPost Follow British Columbia Follow Google Plus HuffPost British Columbia RSS The Huffington Post British Columbia All RSS / Feeds Phone Available on the App Store Android App on Google Play Get it at Blackberry App World Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search advertise log in make HuffPost your home page RSS careers FAQ user agreement privacy policy comment policy about us about our ads contact us Copyright ©2014 TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. "The Huffington Post" is a registered trademark of TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. All rights reserved. Part of HPMG News Use this form to alert a HuffPost editor about a factual or typographical error in this story. Notify message * Required * * * What kind of error is this? Choose an option Factual or typographical Comment moderation problem Rights and permissions Other * What is the correction? 0 count Describe the error here (1,000 character limit) * Type the words below so we know you are not a cyborg Sign me up for The Huffington Post's Daily Brief Thank you!)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=31330,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2013 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 26, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 2013   Teachers draft new curriculum  Sixty-two teachers were appointed by the BCTF to participate in Ministry of Education curriculum revision teams during the spring and summer of 2013. These teachers worked developing draft K–9 curriculum in English Language Arts, Social Studies, Science, Arts Education, Math, Health & PE, French Immersion, and French as a First Language. BCTF members also served on the Standing Committee on Provincial Curriculum that helps guide the work of the curriculum team and also presented to the ongoing Graduation Requirements Review. The outcome of this review will influence what happens with Grades 10–12 curricula. English Language Arts, Math, Science, and Social Studies were recently posted on the Ministry of Education website and we expect more drafts will be released over the coming weeks. While we see many changes, both the ministry and the BCTF (along with other education-partner groups) are committed to including Aboriginal content and understandings across the K–12 curriculum, which is reflected in the drafts. You can also find these drafts on the BCTF web page (bctf.ca). BCTF representatives continue to discuss the implementation of the new draft curriculum with Minister Fassbender and other ministry representatives. They are also raising concerns about potential changes and gaps in the newly combined Health & PE curriculum. New K–9 curriculum drafts on ministry website English Language Arts   Math Science Social Studies The Ministry states there is no definite date for curriculum implementation; it will depend on the feedback they receive from teachers. In particular, think about the implementation and what is required to make this process work. We encourage you to send your feedback to curriculum@gov.bc.ca   BCTF discussion forum The Curriculum Discussion Forum enables teachers to share and discuss information and perspectives regarding the draft curriculum in a collegial and professional manner. BCTF wiki The wiki supports teachers by providing resources and information about curriculum development. You will find curriculum drafts on the wiki too. Access to these curriculum pages at: http://bit.ly/1iMWG1J    Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=18236,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 6, April 2009  AGM ’09: Regeneration, energetic debate, and demonstrable action at this year’s AGM By Susan Fonseca One of the rites of spring for BCTF members is our Annual General Meeting. This year was the 93rd time that teachers representing locals around the province have dedicated part of their spring break to conducting the business of the Federation. Each spring, the AGM develops policy, sets the BCTF fees for the following year, and elects the new Executive. Almost 700 BCTF members represented their locals, and it was truly heartening to see the new energy and generational change on the floor this year. As many long time stalwarts announced their impending retirements, a new generation of delegates was taking their place at the mics. At the first evening session, Jim Sinclair brought greetings from the BC Federation of Labour, Barry O’Neill brought greetings from CUPE, and Connie Denesiuk spoke on behalf of the BC School Trustees Association. After several amendments (and amendments to the amendments), the AGM adopted the Leadership Report that established the priorities for the Federation for 2009–10 to be: To ensure that each member has of copy of their collective agreement. To actively involve members in preparations for the next round of bargaining including the training of bargainers, with the intent to improve working conditions, salary and benefits, and health and welfare of teachers, and undertaking actions that will provide a greater scope for bargaining at the local level. To enhance the professional lives and ensure the professional rights of teachers by strengthening and supporting professional autonomy, professional development, and the influence of teachers on education policy and practice. To achieve equity in our schools by: supporting the full implementation of employment equity provisions of the collective agreement. participating in action plans on social justice initiatives launched by our community partners. strengthening our social justice networks. To advocate for increased funding for public education and an end to privatization. To engage members in an education and consultation process regarding the strengthening of their pension plan and soliciting member input into major issues facing the plan. Between the nine sessions on the floor over the four-day meeting, teachers met in their various caucuses—Aboriginal, Feminist, Teachers Teaching on Call, Social Justice—to discuss their issues and strategies to support proposed resolutions. Teachers strongly supported the Executive’s recommendation to withdraw from the premier’s Learning Round Table. Speaking to the recommendation, President Irene Lanzinger stated that after 12 meetings of what has essentially been a PR exercise for the government, there has been “no progress, in fact things are worse than in 2005.” Given the government’s “gag law” under Bill 42, it made sense to make this public statement demonstrating teachers’ widespread frustration with the futility of Bill 33 just before a provincial election. On Monday, guest speaker Joy MacPhail spoke about the international work she has been doing since retiring from BC politics, emphasizing that, “Illiteracy of the population is becoming a weapon for those who would oppose democracy and that is why I am visiting these countries and fighting so hard to make education a top priority.” With respect to the home front, she recounted how when she had challenged Gordon Campbell on his short-sighted tax cuts after first forming government and how that would impact public services, he had told her, “Don’t worry your pretty little head about it, Joy.” When she had raised the government’s lack of commitment to funding Bill 33 and how this would still result in oversized classes, she was told in the legislature that “that would never happen.” Finally, she encouraged teachers by affirming that “Democracy can only prevail and be entrenched through a strong education system. The community looks to teachers for strength and guidance…to keep the democratic process healthy.” This encouragement to speak out hit a strong chord with the AGM, and delegates enthusiastically embraced the opportunity to “Take it to the Streets” in a lunch-hour demonstration on Monday. We picked up our box lunches and demonstration signs and headed out to our assigned downtown street corners to “Burma shave” the public and talk to passersby about inadequate funding for public education. At every busy intersection, people took our Numbers Tell the Story leaflets and cars honked in support of our message of underfunding for public education. This was not only a rare opportunity for fresh air and exercise for AGM delegates, but a concrete reminder to us all that the public genuinely welcomes our message as the professionals who deliver this important service for their children and grandchildren. We returned even more energized and determined to work hard to expand our message to the public. Susan Fonseca is president of the Langley Teachers’ Association. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=14244,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 20, Number 2, October 2007 Health and safety: A prescription for a healthy and safe workplace By Mark Keelan Sometimes it feels good to be right. Even better is when being right causes changes to be made that will help to protect the health and safety of workers in this province. In 2001, one of the plans in the current government’s election campaign was to eliminate red tape in order to make BC more attractive to businesspeople. Subsequent to their election, the government ordered that regulations be slashed by one-third. As a result, the Workers’ Compensation Board set out to eliminate many of the regulations that accompany the Workers Compensation Act. The business community urged the WCB to move toward performance-based regulations, which set standards or goals that companies say they will strive to achieve. Employers argued that nobody was in a better position to determine how best to achieve the goal of reducing workplace injuries than the individual employers themselves. They stated that the prescriptive regulations then in effect hampered their ability to be competitive. Organized labour disagreed. The BC Federation of Labour and its affiliates, including the BCTF, strenuously argued that prescriptive regulations should not only be left in place, but should be strengthened. Labour feared that when it came to a conflict between keeping workers safe and maintaining the bottom line, employers would cut corners. The Workers’ Compensation Board (now called WorkSafeBC) decided to move toward performance-based regulations. Between 2002 and 2004, several regulations were changed. One of the most significant changes was to the first-aid regulation. In March 2004, 27 pages of prescriptive regulations were reduced to 3 pages of performance-based regulations. A key component of the changed first-aid regulation removed the obligation for employers to conduct a risk assessment of their operations. The risk assessment must take into consideration things like the number of workers who may require first aid, the nature and extent of the hazards in the workplace, and the types of injuries likely to occur. Based on the results of the risk assessment, the employer has to make decisions about such things as how many first-aid attendants must be on duty at one time, what level of training the first-aid attendants need, and what type of first-aid supplies are required. Interestingly, despite the fact that WorkSafeBC gave employers what they asked for, the negative response was almost immediate. Employers discovered it was difficult to determine appropriate levels of first-aid coverage without the prescriptive regulations. They were soon asking WorkSafeBC for changes. The WorkSafeBC board of directors has approved changes to the first-aid regulations that include a partial reversal of the trend toward performance-based regulations. The new regulations, which will come into force in early 2008, prescribe the number of first-aid attendants required in a workplace, the level of training the first-aid attendants must have, and the type of first-aid supplies that must be on hand. The new regulations were lifted directly from what was replaced in 2004. The new first-aid regulations follow on the heels of new regulations regarding the orientation and training of young and new workers. These new regulations were outlined in the September 2007 issue of Teacher. However, noteworthy is the fact that the young- and new-worker regulations are very prescriptive. Changes to the regulations governing workers who work alone, or in isolation, are a further indication that WorkSafeBC may be moving away from performance-based regulations. The changes have just been approved by the WorkSafeBC board of directors and will come into force February 1, 2008. They strengthen the existing requirements and require employers to either eliminate hazards associated with working alone or minimize the hazards to the lowest level practicable. Most of the attention being paid to the changes focusses on the requirement to prepay for fuel products at gas stations and the increased security for convenience store clerks. However, given that a large number of BCTF members work alone, the changes to these regulations should be looked at carefully because they provide more protections than are currently in place. The apparent shift back by WorkSafeBC to more prescriptive regulations should be cause for celebration by working people. It is evidence once again that when workers stick together, positive things happen. Mark Keelan is the BCTF’s health and safety officer for prevention. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141007,www.huffingtonpost.ca,http://www.huffingtonpost.ca/news/bc-teachers-strike-2014/sdk.Intl,B.C. Teachers Strike 2014: Pictures, Videos, Breaking News Using a mobile device? Go to m.huffingtonpost.com for huffpost mobile. Vancouver Christy Clark B.C. First Nations Gregor Robertson More Log in Create Account Notifications Profile Settings Logout Edition: CA BR Brasil CA Canada DE Deutschland ES España FR France IT Italia JP 日本 (Japan) KR 한국 (Korea) MG Maghreb UK United Kingdom US United States Region: BC All Canada Alberta British Columbia Québec (en français) Follow FRONT PAGE Politics Ford Still Doesn't Understand Racism51 Unvetted Judge Joins Supreme Court43 Kenney Posts Photos Of Iraqi Children To Make Case For ISIL Airstrikes94 Clinton: Canadian Help In ISIL Fight 'Indispensable'44 Canadians Left In A Fog Of War42 Go to Politics More in Politics The Pulse Stephen Harper You might also like US Politics UK Politics Business Porn Company Has A Raunchy Deal For Air Canada Pilots Sun News Just Lost Its Main Source Of Content; What Now?49 Canadian Cities Surprisingly Unpopular Destinations For Workers This Is How You Rack Up U.S. Roaming Charges While In Canada14 Look What China Might Actually Build47 Go to Business More in Business Small Business Money You might also like Tech TechCrunch Autoblog WorldPost Spanish Nurse First To Contract Ebola Outside West Africa526 It's Been 3 Weeks Since Anyone's Seen Kim And Rumors Are Swirling97 3 New Findings On ISIS Weapons That You Should Know About39 Kurds Face Massacre In Syrian Border Town As Turkey Just Watches335 American Held Hostage By ISIS: 'I Am Obviously Pretty Scared To Die'70 Go to WorldPost More in WorldPost Foreign Affairs World Elections Arab Uprising Afghanistan War Syria Crisis You might also like Travel Impact Living 100 Pumpkin Carvings That Will Inspire You Fried Maple Leaves Are A Delicacy In Japan, And We're Jealous WATCH: HuffPost Readers School Us On Toronto's Real Must-Eats Toronto Dubbed Fourth Most Livable City In The World 33 Signs You Live In Liberty Village Go to Living You might also like Healthy Living Food Recipes Divorce Women Parentdish Green Post50 Weddings Style Best Halloween Costumes For Men And Women Most Offensive Products In Retail Canadian Model Coco Rocha Is Pregnant! LOOK: Matthew McConaughey Wears 'Dazed And Confused' T-Shirt Go to Style More in Style Beauty Fashion Celeb Style Entertaining and Etiquette Stylelist Canada Wedding Style Home Style You might also like Style (U.S.) Weddings Stylelist Canada Entertainment '7th Heaven' Star Reportedly Confesses To Child Molestation On Tape424 Beyonce & Nicki Minaj Are Straight Up 'Flawless' In Paris Performance19 Jennifer Lawrence Breaks Her Silence On Nude Photo Hack Kendra Wilkinson Gets Candid About Those Cheating Rumors18 Kris Jenner Opens Up About The Late Robert Kardashian Go to Entertainment You might also like Music Celebrity TV Moviefone Arts The Glamorous History Of Pin-Up Like You've Never Seen It Before Here Are A Bunch Of F*cking Delightful Artsy Cat Photos. You're Welcome. This Is What It Really Looks Like To Be A Modern Day Nun New Animation-Inspired Art Show Will Make You Yearn For Saturday Morning Cartoons Go to Arts You might also like Books Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Religion Alberta 20 Puppies Found Abandoned In Field Anti-Abortion Postcard Targets Tory MP.. Again26 Mystery 'GPO Girl' Turns Up In Calgary Major Saskatchewan Train Derailment Dozens Of Dead Cats Found, Another 62 Euthanized Go to Alberta More in Alberta Alberta Politics Alberta Business Alison Redford Calgary Edmonton British Columbia B.C. Teen Killed By Train Was Wearing Headphones, Texting: RCMP13 Anthem Singer's Fall Is Lesson In Showmanship Pastafarian Loses B.C. Driver's Licence Over Holy Colander Elderly Asian Women Attacked In Vancouver Lawyers Of Convicted Surrey Six Gangsters Want Mistrial Go to British Columbia More in British Columbia B.C. Politics B.C. Business Christy Clark Vancouver ALL SECTIONS News Canada Politics Canada Business US Politics US Business World Media Sports Education Crime Weird News Good News Daily Finance Entertainment Entertainment Music TV Celebrity Comedy Art Books Moviefone Life & Style Living Style Home Healthy Living Taste Weddings Travel Parents Divorce Huff/Post 50 Marlo Thomas OWN Tech & Science Tech Science Green Techcrunch Engadget TUAW Joystiq Voices Impact Women Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Religion College Teen Local Quebec (French) Calgary Montreal Ottawa Toronto Vancouver Winnipeg Mapquest Patch.com Our Mobile Apps iPhone iPad HuffPost Live iPad Android Phone Android Tablet British Columbia B.C. Politics B.C. Business Christy Clark Vancouver rss of this page Like 45 featured blog posts B.C. Public Schools Need More Funding, Not Fundraising I find that the inadequacies of public education funding have ignited a fire in me. Is anyone else feeling like we should stop fundraising for the things that should be funded by the government? Mellissa Kimberley Mother, Artisan, Lifelong Learner     It's Time For B.C. Teachers To Stop Lying To Parents The teachers have been lying to us. For years. They've been covering it up. Papering over underfunding and mismanaged fiscal priorities with brightly coloured posters and sparkly stickers. Concealing an impoverished system by buying the damn supplies themselves. Without receiving so much as a tax break on those purchases. Naomi Lazarus Costume Designer, Mother I Refuse To Stop Spending My Own Money On My Classroom Yes, I've bought the materials in the boxes that I'll be hauling to work each day this week. And yes, I sincerely wish that I hadn't had to go out of pocket to make sure that my students get the best education that I can give them. The underfunding of public education in B.C. has already taken enough out of me. I refuse to let it take who I am as a teacher, too. Ashley D. MacKenzie High School Teacher A Normal Sunday, At Last The early afternoon sun brightens the kitchen as it shines down through the skylight; I can hear my two youngest children, managing to not bicker and argue their way through Lego Star Wars on the TV, and I'm sitting across the kitchen table from my teacher husband, typing this as he plots out his Socials 8 course for the year. This is the first Sunday in months that feels normal for us. Mellissa Kimberley Mother, Artisan, Lifelong Learner The Last Day of School As families in B.C. prepare for the long-awaited return to school, I am inspired to sit down and write out my own reflections of this past summer. In countless movies, we see children hard at work on their first day of classes, writing out their first essay of the school year. And so, I take a page from that to bring you "What I Did On My Last Day Of School." Mellissa Kimberley Mother, Artisan, Lifelong Learner   The Conspiracy Of Silence In B.C. Schools Is Over Well, here we are, with a deal to vote on. We're climbing up out of the trenches, dusting ourselves off, holding our noses against the stench of manipulation, and voting. We'll vote yes, but it won't be an overwhelming yes. Cecelia Griffiths B.C. Resource Teacher B.C. Teachers' Strike 2014: At What Cost? These past three months have been an exercise in spinning plates, deciding what bills must be paid now and which can sit for a month; making those excruciatingly embarrassing phone calls to utility companies to ask for extensions, explaining our circumstances and hoping for an understanding and lenient person on the other end of the phone. I can't help but shake my head, because shouldn't teachers with their professional training be able to make ends meet better than this? Mellissa Kimberley Mother, Artisan, Lifelong Learner B.C. Teachers Should Vote No To Tentative Deal Despite what I know was a Herculean effort on the part of our bargaining team, I very much hope that B.C. teachers will vote no to the tentative agreement. After five weeks of strike, and 12 years of legal battles, this is not the deal that will restore sanity to public education and it is not a fair deal for teachers and students. Tara Ehrcke Teacher, Activist, Citizen B.C. Teachers' Strike Was About Values, Not Economics Now, do I feel as though both sides compromised equally on this contract? No. I do feel like the teachers gave up more. But as much as I'd like a salary increase that actually kept up with the rate of inflation, and the budget to fund some firm way of handling class size and composition, this whole strike wasn't about economics. Ashley D. MacKenzie High School Teacher B.C. Teachers' Strike Is Epic Struggle Of Dinosaurs Millions of years ago, a triceratops and a Tyrannosaurus rex fought it out as the Cretaceous period came to a end. Neither realized their struggle was futile since they were both about to become extinct. The B.C. teachers' strike is another epic struggle of dinosaurs as the Ministry of Education and teachers' union are locked in bitter dispute over issues that have little significance since the market for education has fundamentally changed. Steven Burton Creator of Icicle, the HACCP Food Safety Platform Do B.C. Parents Have To Buy Toilet Paper Soon As Part Of School Supplies? Then there is the issue of school supplies. I have watched the list steadily lengthen over the years. This year alone, I have spent $300 just so my children can have adequate supplies for school. Not to mention that their supply lists include ridiculous items like Kleenex, photocopy paper and Ziploc bags. If our schools don't even have the funding to supply children with something to wipe their noses with, then like one parent said to me, "What's next, toilet paper?" Carolyn Moeller Mother, Community Volunteer, Bookkeeper A Rough Guide To E80 And The B.C. Teachers' Strike Everybody watching the B.C. public teachers' strike has heard of E80, and nobody understands it. Even the negotiating teams can't agree on what it means -- a pretty good sign that it should be deep-sixed pronto. The bottom line is that the parties' positions on E80 is fatally poisoned by distrust. Many fault the union, but it's the government who wrote the script. Sandy Garossino Business Owner, Community Advocate, former Crown prosecutor Christy Clark Is Balancing the Budget at the Expense of Kids and Teachers The current teachers federation vs. government struggle is more than a labour dispute. For those who look closely, what's revealed is a style of government that appears to disregard facts, deceive the public, tarnish the reputation of teachers, all in a move to pit the people against teachers and their legal right to due process under the law. Government's disdain for trained professionals in order to gain a political advantage is deplorable. No government should hide the truth of its past misconduct. No government should balance the budget at the expense of teachers and kids. Raffi Cavoukian Troubadour, Author I Served To Help Children Attend School Abroad, But Am Helpless In B.C. I sacrificed myself, along with my army buddies, to help children in other countries to attend school, but what can I do in my own country to get children back in school in B.C. Madam Premier, this is our province. Not just mine and definitely not just yours. This province is not just yours to destroy the rights and freedoms of the people. Dan Nickel Retired Army Mechanic, Hockey Coach B.C. Teachers' Strike: 5 Tips For Survival Dr. Divi Chandna Physician, Author Help B.C. Teachers Feel Valued With #thisisYOURstrikepay I am a B.C. teacher, and lately I feel like I should apologize for that. I'm so tired of hearing how awful I am. How greedy. How I shouldn't want more for my students. Let's get teachers feeling valued because things are rough right now, and it's getting hard to remember by ourselves. Kat Ling Teacher Chinese Parents' Group Takes Credit For Ending Teachers' Strike Quick Read | Comments | 10.01.2014 B.C. School Districts Ordered To Return All Strike Savings Quick Read | Comments | 09.26.2014 Return To Classes 'Very Emotional' Quick Read | Comments | 09.22.2014 BACK TO SCHOOL! Quick Read | Comments | 09.21.2014 Teachers Shut Out Of B.C. Liberal Fundraiser After 'Security' Concerns Quick Read | Comments (84) | 09.21.2014 The Secret Meeting That Broke The B.C. Teachers' Impasse Quick Read | Comments | 09.21.2014 'Neither Side Got Exactly What They Wanted' Quick Read | Comments | 09.20.2014 B.C. Teachers' Strike Ends With Bittersweet Contract Approval Quick Read | Comments | 09.19.2014 B.C. Teachers Vote On Bittersweet Contract Deal With Province Quick Read | Comments | 09.18.2014 Veteran Mediator Elevated To Hero Status In B.C. Quick Read | Comments | 09.16.2014 DEAL Quick Read | Comments (53) | 09.20.2014 B.C. Teachers' Dispute Spins Into Boycott Of Businesses Quick Read | Comments (147) | 09.17.2014 Is Mother Nature Trying To Say Something About Teachers' Strike? Quick Read | Comments | 09.16.2014 B.C. Teachers' Strike's 'Unintended Consequences' Quick Read | Comments (14) | 09.15.2014 About B.C. Teachers Strike 2014 Public teachers in British Columbia began rotating strikes in May 2014 which also included a partial lockout by the provincial government. It escalated to a full-scale walkout a month later as part of a bitter ongoing contract dispute. The sticking points are pay, class size and composition, and classroom support. A mediator walked out on exploratory talks a few days before the scheduled start of the 2014/15 school year, declaring the two sides too far apart to attempt mediation. Most Popular Whk00puh5k%2Bp%2FYVDIhQElYbiYJ7l%2BGrIFNmGT9XZrMc%3D ldmCcif%2FLlEpeCpvWnQdBL6uPgmTwBztX8Pvtt25%2BpM%3D exABQjIsjdWHWO96CaCs4EzuGVnbhGskyxYg%2Bc8ioXI%3D 1 of 3 B.C. Teachers Strike 2014: Gov't Won't Impose Settlement, Says De Jong 3 Comments A Teacher's Appeal To BC Liberals Of Conscience 54 Comments B.C. Teachers Strike 2014: Union Hopes For Mediation In August 2 Comments B.C. Teachers' Strike News Could Come Just Days Before Scheduled School Year 0 Comments Promising? Marathon Teachers' Strike Talks Go Into Wee Hours Quick Read | Comments (70) | 09.15.2014 Ontario Teachers Donate $100,000 To Striking B.C. Counterparts Quick Read | Comments (15) | 09.12.2014 WATCH: Singing Out Teachers' Strike Frustrations Quick Read | Comments | 09.12.2014 Homemade Study Guide Goes Viral To Help Grade 12 Students During Strike Quick Read | Comments | 09.12.2014 Education Minister No Longer Ruling Out Back-To-Work Legislation Quick Read | Comments (62) | 09.12.2014 Christy Clark Event Caterers Find Restaurant Window Smashed Quick Read | Comments (13) | 09.11.2014 'Widely Expected' Teachers' Vote Result Turns Up Pressure On Province Quick Read | Comments | 09.11.2014 Big Budget Surplus Not For Teachers' Deal: Finance Minister Quick Read | Comments (64) | 09.10.2014 Voucher System For B.C. Schools 'Categorically Not True': Minister Quick Read | Comments (38) | 09.09.2014 B.C. Union Leaders Urge Clark To Accept Binding Arbitration Quick Read | Comments (32) | 09.09.2014 Bus Driver Rejected Student Fare Due To Strike: Teen Quick Read | Comments | 09.09.2014 Pages:   1 2 3 4 5 Advertise | Make HuffPost your Home Page | RSS | Careers | FAQ User Agreement | Privacy | Comment Policy | About Us | About Our Ads | Contact Us Copyright © 2014 TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. | "The Huffington Post" is a registered trademark of TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. All rights reserved. Part of HPMG News)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=21925,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 23, Number 4, Jan./Feb. 2011   What does 21st century learning look like?  By Nicol Suhr   After viewing Susan Lambert’s presentation at the fall Representative Assembly voicing concerns about the Ministry of Education’s plan for 21st century learning, and listening to the comments of my fellow educators, I was deeply concerned about several factors. Technology and social isolation are at the forefront of my concerns. I would classify myself as a proponent of technology; I use it everyday in my math and science classes, both as a primary teaching tool and as a supplementary aid. However, technology is a tool to use, not something that excuses us from the thinking process itself. “The real problem is not whether machines think but whether men do.” – BF Skinner Further, I am extremely concerned over the drive to “individualized learning,” which seems to be used as a euphemism for “sitting at a computer terminal and spewing out the answers so that one can say, I’ve learned something!” Education is more than just spewing information. It includes learning to communicate, think critically, and work as a team. Today’s students need communication, leadership, and teamwork skills more than ever. The lack of proper interaction, etiquette, and language expectation in today’s society isn’t giving our children the skills they need to succeed in tomorrow’s workplace or society as a whole. Almost everyday, new research unveils that teambuilding and social interaction help to foster intelligence, language acquisition, community, and citizenship. So, why is our new education system being designed to go in the opposite direction, isolating students, and limiting their exposure to ideas to whatever is put on the screen in front of them? The “21st century learning” model needs to be about communication, information, and technology—how to use it sustainably, rather than solely in an industrial model based on efficiency. We need to ask the questions: What does our ideal education system look like? What will our education system look like in the future? As teachers, we are in a unique position to understand what our students need and what we need to get them there. I, for one, would love to sit on a committee with the BCTF working with the ministry—let’s show them what teamwork looks like—to develop this new system that works for all of us. Let’s see what we can create!   Nicol Suhr teaches at Nakusp Secondary School, Nakusp.    Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "October is #FosterFamilyMonth. Thank you #BC for opening your homes and hearts to more than 5,900 children and youth." @John_Yap - 11:14pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141008,thetyee.ca,http://thetyee.ca/News/2014/04/25/SFU-Mould/,Simon Fraser University Stopping the Slide to Mouldy Oldie | The Tyee About Advertise Follow Support RSS Topic Aboriginal Affairs BC Election 2013 BC Politics Education Energy Environment Federal Politics Film Food Gender + Sexuality Health Housing Labour + Industry Local Economy Media Municipal Politics Music Photo Essays Podcasts Politics Rights + Justice Science + Tech Transportation Travel Urban Planning + Architecture News Culture Opinion National MediaCheck Solutions Join Craving crack civic election coverage? Help fund it... News Simon Fraser University Stopping the Slide to Mouldy Oldie School forced to fund costly building repairs on its own dime. By Katie Hyslop, 25 Apr 2014, TheTyee.ca   Tweet Foliage growing next to the windows of SFU's graduate student lab trapped moisture and caused mould to develop around the frames. It's now under construction. Photo: Katie Hyslop. Simon Fraser University Is Falling Down Students at SFU's Burnaby campus sound alarm on dangerous maintenance issues. As BC Universities Fret over Bottom Line, Faculties Unionize UVic votes to certify, SFU and UNBC votes to follow. Does Simon Fraser University Need a Men's Centre? Proponents argue male students require a safe space too, but opponents worry equality issues are overlooked. Read more: Education, Simon Fraser University turns 50 next year, and to celebrate the institution is undertaking a major makeover for one of its most problematic buildings. As The Tyee reported in September, the university's five-year capital plan, released in 2011, found 53 per cent of the university's buildings were in "poor" condition. Much of this is due to underfunding of ongoing or deferred maintenance for campus buildings, which is supposed to be covered by the provincial government's Routine Capital Fund. The fund, which also covers campus safety and security, greenhouse gas reduction, and disability access projects for post-secondary institutions, provided Simon Fraser $2.2 million in the 2013/14 school year. But by its own calculations, the university estimates it needs $600 million for deferred maintenance and building renewal. The graduate student union, which released its own report on deferred maintenance last year, puts the estimate at $27 million annually, or 1.5 per cent of the $1.8 billion it would cost to replace every building on the Burnaby campus. Simon Fraser's chief safety officer Terry Waterhouse said there has been no indication from the B.C. government that its share of the funding will increase this year. Instead, the institution will have to cover the costs. "It has to come from our core budget," he said, adding "it is a financial strain on public institutions when they have to absorb these significant remediation projects." Still, the university has begun significant work on its Education Building, which Waterhouse said has provided more challenges in terms of air quality and mould than any other building on the Burnaby campus. Education building hit hard In the past year, mould and air quality issues in the 40-years-plus Education Building have forced a roof replacement and an interior renovation of the gymnasium, several classrooms and offices, and the graduate programs wing. Waterhouse said his office received several complaints of air quality issues in the building in recent years. It quickly removed the mould. But the complaints kept coming, so last summer the university contracted an engineer to assess the building envelope. That revealed several areas where water was seeping in, including the roof and several windows, so Simon Fraser fast-tracked the roof replacement and ordered air quality tests in and outside of the building, as well as mould collection and analysis. Some of the worst hit areas were the gym, where soundproofing panels on the walls had trapped moisture to create a breeding ground for mould; and the grad students' lab, where foliage growing next to windows trapped moisture and caused mould to develop around window frames. While Waterhouse said there were several different kinds of mould found in the building, the university did not care if the mould was "black" or "green": it was all removed. "All moulds are potentially problematic when they're present," he said. "So we look for the presence of mould and overall the quantity of mould. And if mould is present, we remediate it." 'We'll continue to be vigilant' In addition to removing mould, the university renovated affected areas to look more modern than the 1970s brown tile and exposed wooden beams currently sported throughout the building. White walls, large bright windows, and desks that look Ikea-esque are a change from the dated style. Soundproofing panels on the walls of SFU's gym had trapped moisture to create a breeding ground for mould. It's now under construction. Photo: Katie Hyslop. While some classes and faculty were temporarily moved in summer 2013 so their spaces could be renovated, most of the 500 students and faculty who use the building on a daily basis are now back in the Education Building. Since October, however, the graduate students' lab has remained a construction zone, with a plywood door and a sign warning all who enter of the danger inside. The project isn't finished and already the university has spent $1 million in the last year, mostly on replacing the roof. A second assessment, this time focusing solely on the graduate programs wing where Waterhouse said significant mould and air quality issues were discovered, will provide more detail on the work that still needs to be done. Results are expected at the end of May. "We will continue to work on it until it is completely rectified, and once we have the report we will have a much clearer sense of how long it's likely to take and what are the priority areas that have to be treated immediately," he said, adding a cost estimate will also be determined from the report. The work will never really finish, though. In order to ensure students and faculty health isn't at risk again -- and that repairs can be made before the problem becomes too costly -- Waterhouse said assessments will identify which areas need to be monitored more carefully. "We have an ongoing program of monitoring and response, so we'll continue to be vigilant," he said, adding his office is also asking faculty, students, and staff to report any issues they see, or breathe in, immediately. It's all part of the university's new deferred maintenance program, which Waterhouse said isn't finished but promises will be comprehensive and entirely university-funded. "Ongoing maintenance in this type of environment, especially given the age, is becoming an increasing challenge," he said. Read more: Education, Katie Hyslop reports on education and youth issues for The Tyee Solutions Society. Follow her on Twitter.   Tweet What have we missed? What do you think? We want to know. Comment below. Keep in mind: Do: Verify facts, debunk rumours Add context and background Spot typos and logical fallacies Highlight reporting blind spots Ignore trolls Treat all with respect and curiosity Connect with each other Do not: Use sexist, classist, racist or homophobic language Libel or defame Bully or troll Troll patrol. Instead, flag suspect activity. Please enable JavaScript to view the comments powered by Disqus. comments powered by Disqus LNG a chance, not a windfall, says BC throne speech Postmedia could soon own almost every English newspaper in Canada. What could possibly go wrong? VIEW: Voting for your principles is 'strategic voting' Petition opposes BC's 'potential muzzling' of non-profits More troubles for BC's big LNG plans Tirade at Tyee by immigration minister's top aide analyzed tweet by tweet Government slow to respond to FOIs? No need to tell Bob Mackin Converting ferries to LNG will save money, reduce fares: CEO See more » Tyee Video Picks Submitted by Tyee staff, Today Last chance to see 'The Vancouver Asahi' baseball story at VIFF. Where do these videos come from? From you. Suggest one here! Most Popular Can 'Cuisine' Make a Better School Lunch? What I Saw with a German Tour of the Oilsands Don't Give Postmedia More Local Monopolies How Much Do You Trust Canada's Wireless Giants? First Nations 'Front and Centre Now': Pierre Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign For Kids, the Meal Is the Message Christy Clark's No Pro at LNG Poker Understanding Harper's Evangelical Mission BC Filmmaking Duo Passes the Acid Test Most Emailed Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign For Kids, the Meal Is the Message Understanding Harper's Evangelical Mission Who'd Be a School Trustee in 2014? Why New Euro-Canada Treaty Is a Gift to Oil Firms BC Filmmaking Duo Passes the Acid Test We Must Heed Naomi Klein's Call China Deal Trumps Province, First Nations on Energy Projects: Treaty Expert Fired Researcher Who Killed Self Was Evaluating Drug Backed by Clark Climate Warriors Must Forge Stronger Alliances, Now Reported Elsewhere Postmedia could soon own almost every English newspaper in Canada (via DeSmog) Petronas CEO warns of 15-year delay to BC LNG project (via G&M) BC government apologizes for firing worker who later killed himself (via the Victoria Times-Colonist) From Tibet to Taiwan, China's outer regions watch Hong Kong protests intently (via the New York Times) It's a shame Jean-Claude Duvalier died a free man, says ex-UN prosecutor (via CBC News) Vancouver's cabbies take aim at Uber (via The Province) Keurig's coffee supremacy challenged by Canadian firm (via Yahoo! News) North and South Korea 'agree to talks' (via BBC News) See more » Your BC: The Tyee's Photo Pool Join The Tyee's Flickr group » View previous selections » Most Commented What I Saw with a German Tour of the Oil Sands (132 comments) Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign (76 comments) 'The Environment Is the Economy': MP Weston (106 comments) Fired Researcher Who Killed Self Was Evaluating Drug Backed by Clark (57 comments) Climate Warriors Must Forge Stronger Alliances, Now (53 comments) ISIS Threat: Let's Refuse to be Scared (79 comments) We Must Heed Naomi Klein's Call (309 comments) Christy Clark's No Pro at LNG Poker (38 comments) Six Steps to Protect Canadians from Flaws in China Trade Deal (128 comments) How Labour Unions Make Us Healthier (31 comments) About The Tyee National Pool Contributors Advertise Contact Funding Jobs Master Classes Privacy Policy Submissions Support The Tyee News Culture Opinion National Mediacheck Solutions Video Publications Tyee News Weekly Archives The Hook Other BC Blogs Reported Elsewhere Steve Burgess Murray Dobbin Michael Geist Crawford Kilian Rafe Mair Andrew Nikiforuk Shannon Rupp Bill Tieleman Dorothy Woodend Follow The Tyee Subscribe by email Subscribe by RSS Tyee Mobile App Managed Hosting by Gossamer Threads × Share article via email Send this article to: Your email address: Your message: Would you like to receive The Tyee's headlines free by email? Yes, every day. Yes, once a week. I already subscribe. No, thanks. Submit Show form again » Close)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=17386,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 4, January/February 2009  Is social justice really a pillar of our union? By Dalai Kawas The majority of the social justice resolutions that are brought to the BCTF AGM by locals fall into the category of public affairs. For the second year in a row, these resolutions fell off the 2008 AGM agenda and were sent to the Representative Assembly. The 2007 AGM was shortened and was a unique situation, so one could try to understand why these motions did not make it to the floor. However, because public affairs motions again fell off the agenda in 2008, one begins to wonder why. Is this a trend that will continue over to the 2009 AGM? The 2007 public affairs resolutions were numbered 161 to 173, and in 2008 were numbered 189 to 202. In 2006 and 2007, they were placed last in the session in which they are to be discussed. The 2008 public affairs motions were placed after two other major motions that were going to require much debate. The first of these motions was on whether or not the BCTF should withdraw from the CTF. As you can imagine, and as those of you who were there certainly experienced, this motion took up a major portion of the session. When combined with the guest speaker, who was fabulous but took over an hour, this left little time for any other business to be dealt with. For two years the Burnaby Teachers’ Association’s Social Justice Committee has put forward resolutions on stopping military recruitment in our schools, and on the Palestinian/Israeli conflict. These motions were placed last among the public affairs resolutions, which were then placed last in an AGM session. Is it because that these resolutions were viewed as contentious by some of our members that they were positioned to fall off the agenda? If these motions do not come to the floor, then the issues can never be discussed by the AGM. The AGM is the highest, most representative decision-making body of our union, and is therefore the most appropriate body to deal with controversial issues. Since these resolutions might be seen as controversial, the best place to discuss them is this most representative body of teachers in the province. And furthermore, it discourages and embitters union members who have spent many hours preparing resolutions, getting them passed at the local level, and interacting with reps from other locals to improve them, only to have all this work be brushed aside. Participatory activism at the grass roots level is the best guarantee that our union will remain strong and democratic, and we should always work to preserve that. Let BC teachers have a say on where they stand on these social justice issues. Let’s make sure that these social justice issues do not conveniently fall off the agenda, and let’s insist that we are given the time to discuss them. Otherwise, how can we say that social justice is a pillar of our union? Dalai Kawas teaches at Burnaby Mountain Secondary School and is co-chair of the Burnaby Teachers’ Association Social Justice Committee. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=20582,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > March 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 5, March 2010  A letter to the minister Dear Dr. MacDiarmid: My name is Jennifer Boulanger and I am a parent of two children attending middle school and secondary school in Coquitlam. I am also a public school teacher in Burnaby. From both perspectives, I am disheartened by some of the content in the January 14, 2010, letter you distributed to parents through the British Columbia Confederation of Parent Advisory Councils (BCCPAC) regarding the Foundation Skills Assessment (FSA) test for Grades 4 and 7. Although many of your facts are unquestionable, there are also many unsubstantiated and/or misleading statements. Examples include: We know that there is a very strong correlation between a child’s FSA scores and their future success in completing school. In other words, the earlier that we discover there is a problem with a student’s performance, the faster teachers and principals can intervene to help them. The assumption that FSA scores can be used for early detection of learning problems is ridiculous. Teachers can tell within a few weeks of working with students, which children need learning support. The FSA results in March/April of a school year do nothing to help identify student learning needs from September through June. This would be like a doctor waiting for all 56-year-old patients in BC to perform a stress test in January/February to help determine if one 56-year-old patient who comes to them in the previous September has a heart condition! With individual student results, you can engage in meaningful conversations with your child’s teacher about appropriate interventions to help your child succeed. As a parent I would be very disappointed if my son’s teacher waited until March/April to inform me of his struggles in Math. I have always known on a regular basis from report cards and work sent home by his teachers, which concepts he excels at and which ones he struggles with. Communicating with teachers by phone, notes, and conferences also keeps me informed. Not once have I had to have a conversation about FSA results in order to help me understand my children’s progress. It is an important building block for your child’s future success as a student… Please ensure your child writes this year’s FSA. It might be one of the most important steps you take in preparing them for the future. Last year’s Grade 4 FSA for numeracy (done in February, 2009) contained a question regarding bar graphing. Since our class did not review or study bar graphs until March 2009, the resultant numeracy scores of my Grade 4 students were neither reliable nor valid. If FSA content is to reflect the entire year’s learning outcomes then either FSAs are administered in May/June (once most major concepts have been taught) or the teachers working for the ministry need to change the assessment, using Grade 3 outcomes for the Grade 4 FSA, and Grade 6 outcomes for the Grade 7 FSA. (Another alternative might be to give students choice of which assessment sections to complete, based on what they have already studied that year.) I want to take this opportunity to explain to parents why the provincial government (my emphasis) believes these tests are important for your children’s future. It is your right, as Minister of Education, to speak for government. Now I invite you to spend some time in District Parent Advisory Council (DPAC) meetings or in classrooms dialoguing so that you may also speak for the other voices that are important for each child’s future. Please consider contacting me for further discussion. Dialogue is perhaps the only way we can all start to work together for the benefit of student learning. Jennifer Boulanger, Coquitlam Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7274&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 4, January/February 2006 Readers write Congratulations I’ve just finished devouring the latest edition of Teacher about the strike. I want to congratulate you and all those who contributed for the colourful and comprehensive coverage. I was out of the country from mid-September to early November so I missed all of the action. The photos, quotes from the front line, and informative articles added greatly to my admiration for the stand teachers took. I particularly liked the response of a teacher to a reporter’s question about the action of the BCTF—"I am the BCTF." It was also good to hear from students and student teachers. My only disappointment is that I was not around to walk the line. It’s the first provincial action I’ve missed since participating in the 1971 pension strike. Ray Worley Retired, Vernon Gains not worth effort This letter is in response to the Nov./Dec. 2005 Teacher newsmagazine. I attended the rally in Victoria. I listened, I sang, I chanted, I believed. I believed it when I heard, "As long as it takes this time." I believed Jinny Sims and I believed Jim Sinclair of the BCFed. Now, I don’t understand how Ms. Sims, et al, can reconcile the rhetoric at the rally, during interviews, and in print and the cave-in only days later. I agree with Glenn Bullard that, "...many teachers are still confused about the way the strike ended, and uncertain about what they achieved for their efforts." Well, not uncertain. We’re certain we got next to nothing. The Ready recommendations are a cynical exercise in how the government can spend some of the money they saved while we were on strike. Any gains we got came on the backs and from the pockets of working teachers. This is not what we walked the line for. Nancy Knickerbocker gushes over the "united and fearless Executive Committee" during the strike. These committee members attended local meetings before the vote, expressly to convince our members to vote Yes. Jinny Sims even dropped her conditional support of the Ready recommendations and supported them unconditionally. What brought about such a drastic and thorough about-face? Larry Nelson Gulf Islands Stand restored pride For the first time in my teaching career, which began back in 1969, I have read the Nov./Dec. 2005, Teacher, from cover to cover. Each article was a collective and supportive pat on the back, for a job well done. We may not have achieved the goals we set out before us on October 7, but I realize now, that on a personal level, I have achieved far more. I have a renewed sense of pride in myself, and my profession, for standing up for what I believe is morally correct. We demonstrated, what we often try to teach, the essence of democracy. I have a deepened feeling of camaraderie and collegiality within my staff, as I was finally able to talk to other staff members for an extended length of time, out there on the picket lines. And finally I know, without any question of doubt, that I am appreciated by our students, parents, and community. The honks, waves, food, drinks, and time spent joining us on our picket line attests to that. I am going to retire in June, after 35 years of teaching, on a real high. The job I have been doing all these years is valued. Marg Harkness Prince George Time to move on to round two I have reached factor 88 and am at max on a scale that is above the provincial average. I contributed to long-term SIP for 33 years and fortunately never had to use it. I have no problem with the Executive Committee decision for distribution of the SIP "rebate." I do not expect to be rebated for payments I have not made. When we negotiated parenting leave, many of us felt it should be retroactive but when the employer did not agree, it did not prevent us from accepting it in contract. Perhaps teachers entering the profession will never have to pay SIP dues again without receiving rebates or tax laws will be changed so we don’t have to play stupid games and can negotiate SIP as a paid benefit. I will be retiring June 30, 2006, foregoing many anticipated future benefits. Ready’s recommendations are inequitable as are most negotiated benefits including percentage salary increases, early retirement incentive plans, and maternity top-up to Employment Insurance. I happen to belong to the minority who believe that we should not have accepted Ready’s recommendations. The vast majority voted to accept and time may prove them right. Let us move on to round two. Bill Gorkoff, president Kootenay Columbia Teachers’ Union Benefits for the future Our Executive Committee engaged in a thoughtful debate to decide on a fair distribution of the $40 million in SIP funds. There is no solution that everyone will consider fair and equitable to all. As a collective, we made significant gains for most of our members with our job action. I am happy with that and do not think it constructive to compare how much or how little I personally gained in comparison with other BCTF members around the province. I participated in job action to make gains, now and into the future, for the collective good of the teaching profession and our students. At the 2003 BCFed convention, Ken Georgetti said, "...we walk on bridges that others have built for us, that is why we must in turn, build new bridges for those who are coming behind us." During my teaching career, I have benefited greatly from the stand taken by teachers who preceded me, and I know that the stand we collectively took in October will benefit future generations of teachers. I feel proud to take my turn to "build new bridges" for younger teachers. In its December 2004 decision in favour of the Sooke Teachers’ Association, the Human Rights Tribunal succinctly described the balance between individual and collective rights for trade union members when it stated: "Membership in a trade union involves, at its core, a number of trade-offs. In return for gaining the financial and other advantages of collective bargaining, members agree to be bound by the collective decision-making of the union. Instead of individual workers bargaining directly with their employer about the terms and conditions of their employment, their union is given the right, and the employer the obligation, to bargain with one another. The member also gives up the right, with some exceptions, notably a complaint under the Human Rights Code, to take individual action against their employer about workplace issues, and instead gains the right to use the grievance procedure established under the collective agreement. The member is, in turn, given the right to participate in the democratic decision-making of the union about the goals and objectives and workplace strategies which it will adopt." Our democratically elected leaders on the BCTF Executive Committee put their minds to a fair method for distribution of the $40 million in SIP funds and made a decision that will have money in our members’ hands as soon as possible. Let’s not get lost in minute calculations of individual benefit, but keep our focus on the broader picture. The benefits we gain from belonging to a collective far out weigh any minor "inequities" we may presently perceive. Yvonne Wai, president Central Coast Teachers’ Association Vote could divide teachers I was disappointed by the 77% vote October 22 and 23, in favour of returning to work. I voted to support the action plan put forth by the BCTF Executive Committee to walk out on Friday October 7. I was proud to take a stand for students in my class and proud of teachers in our province standing together. The three goals were clearly identified before we voted (fair and reasonable salary increase for all teachers, restoring stripped language on class size, support for students with special needs, and non-enrolling teachers, and restoring collective bargaining rights. Individual teachers also spoke up for the goals in media interviews from the picket line. When Vince Ready made his recommendations, I studied them, discussed them with my colleagues, and attended our local meeting where Bill Fite, member of the BCTF negotiating team answered our questions. I was shocked by the vote because the recommendations did not resolve any of the three issues that we stood up for. By voting to return to our work, we did not restore our collective bargaining rights, we did not restore vital language on class size or non-enrolling teachers, and we did not achieve a fair and reasonable salary increase for all teachers. The salary harmonization benefits some teachers, but not all. Most teachers in my district will receive 0% and 0%. In closing, I have three questions: (1) If we were going to accept recommendations that don’t meet any of our three objectives, why did we go on an illegal protest and lose two weeks pay? (2) Did those districts and individuals who voted to accept the recommendations understand that some teachers would not receive a salary increase and that there were no firm commitments in the recommendations on class size? (3) Why vote to accept recommendations that don’t meet any of our three objectives? In the end, this vote may more effectively divide teachers in our province than any action by the BC government ever could. Karen Fraser Peace River South Nepal Library Foundation My wife and I are teachers who took a deferred salary leave in 2000-01, which we used to travel. We spent two months in Nepal trekking through the Langtang and Annapurna regions witnessing the impoverished state of education and lack of access to reading material for children. Being there makes one want to do something to help. In Kathmandu I made contact with the head librarian of Tribhuvan University and between us came to an agreement to facilitate the development of libraries in Nepal. A chance encounter with a like-minded Nepalese seismic engineer in Vancouver led to the formation of the Nepal Library Foundation. Our groundwork came to fruition last march when the Nepal Library Foundation was granted charitable status enabling donors to claim tax exemption on any donation. As you may know Nepal is in desperate straits, with an ongoing insurrection taking a terrible toll on the economy and everyday life in the countryside. As teachers we feel that literacy and access to information is ultimately necessary for the development of the country and we hope that our efforts will in small part contribute to a better life for the people of this unique place. For more information, visit our web site at www.nepallibrary.com. Paul Bird Burnaby Charles Dickens Heritage Project The alumni and community members invite you to participate in the Charles Dickens School Heritage Community Project. We will be hosting regular meetings at the school to record stories and collect photos and memorabilia. The old school will be replaced in 2007 and we want to acknowledge the importance of Charles Dickens School in the history of our community. A DVD of the history of the school will be created and if you have something to share or would like to participate in creating this project, please contact Shirley North at 604-432-6144. Shirley Brunke Vancouver)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/SocialJustice.aspx?id=15062,The Global Classroom: Putting Process to Content - Grouping Strategies  	BCTF Social Justice  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources   For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Social Justice > Programs and Workshops > Global Education > Global Classroom > Methodologies Grouping Strategies As global educators, the choices we make about educational processes are strongly influenced by our commitment to the concepts of equity and social justice, not only in terms of global issues, but also in terms of educational outcomes for the students in our classrooms.  Of the choices we make, those concerning student grouping have a particularly powerful impact, not only on student self concept and student inter-relationships, but also on student achievement. Student groups may be either homogeneous (students assigned to groups according to their apparent abilities) or heterogeneous (students intentionally mixed in terms of background, ability, gender, interest and other parameters).  Homogeneous grouping may occur at the school level as students are streamed into classes on the basis of their apparent ability (i.e. secondary students assigned to enriched, regular or basic classes) or within a class (i.e. elementary students grouped for reading instruction within their classroom).  Students may also be grouped on the basis of a shared interest or other criteria. At the school level, the organization of students into classes on the basis of ability is criticized by many researchers for its tendency to reinforce social stratification and for the negative impact of this practice on students placed in the lower streams in terms of both their self-concept and their academic growth.  Frequently, within the lower streams, emphasis is placed on lower level skills on the misguided premise that students must master the basics before higher level thinking skills can be engaged; there is also a tendency, once students have been placed, to lock them into lower level programs.  Any envisioned benefits of between–class ability grouping must be questioned as research suggests that this practice has little or no effect on the achievement of secondary students as measured by standardized tests (Slavin, 1990). Guided by both global education theory and contemporary research on the question of grouping, we encourage global educators to employ heterogeneous grouping as their primary grouping strategy. Within this context, some teachers may wish to organize their students into transitional homogeneous groups within their classrooms for specific skill instruction in reading or math and then move the students back into their heterogeneous groups for all other subjects. Taken in tandem with strategies such as co-operative learning, the benefits of heterogeneous grouping are social as well as academic.  Heterogeneous grouping promotes the development of student-interdependence and the growth of mutual respect.  It helps to diminish prejudice as students, working together, develop interdependent relationships and mutual respect (Johnson, D. W. & Johnson, R., 1989).   As global educators, we cannot help but appreciate the broader societal implications of the ways in which we group students in our classrooms and schools. References: Johnson, D.W. and Johnson R.T. (1989) Cooperative Learning, Values, and Culturally Plural Classrooms [WWW document]. URL http://www.co-operation.org/pages/CLandD.html. Taken from Cooperation and competition: Theory and research. Edina, MN: Interaction Book Company. Slavin, R.E. (1988). Achievement Effects of Ability Grouping in Secondary Schools: A Best-Evidence Synthesis. Educational Leadership,60 (3), 471-499. About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/francais/NouvellesFECB.aspx?id=32301,Nouvelles de la FECB Vol.19 No.16, 4 mars 2014  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Nouvelles de la FECB archives 2013–14  2012–13  Home > Français > Nouvelles de la FECB > 2013-14 Archive     Volume 19, Numéro 16, 4 mars 2014 Réponse à Michael Smyth : Une ancienne élève décrit les choses telles qu’ elles sont Vote de grève : Envoyer un message fort à la BCPSEA et au gouvernement Résultats du vote de grève en direct à 21h30 le 6 mars Knowledge Network lance une nouvelle série sur l'histoire du travail Le Programme Avantage de la FECB offre des rabais pour les membres Célébrer la Journée internationale des femmes, ce samedi 8 mars Le Golden Tree Memorial lancé Conférence de nouveaux enseignants un succès phénoménal Manuel pour les nouveaux enseignants : Version mobile Inscrivez votre nom pour vous joindre à des comités consultatifs de la FECB Réponse à Michael Smyth : Une ancienne élève décrit les choses telles qu’ elles sont  Après que le chroniqueur du Province Michael Smyth ait écrit un autre article tournant en dérision la négociation des enseignants, une récente diplômée du secondaire de Langley a écrit à Smyth pour lui présenter son point de vue. Megan McCloy nous a donné la permission de partager sa lettre avec vous. Honnêtement M. Smyth ? Je suis d’accord, soyons honnêtes. Vous avez demandé : qu'en est-il des élèves, comme conclusion de mes 12 années récentes dans nos écoles publiques, permettez-moi de vous informer. Pourquoi ai-je passé la plupart de mes 12 années d'études dans une salle de classe de plus de 31 élèves ? Pourquoi ai-je lu des romans de l'école où sur la couverture figuraient les initiales de mes parents ? Pourquoi l'eau coulant du robinet avait une coloration brune et verte ? Pourquoi faisait-il si froid dans mon école que les becs Bunsen étaient utilisés comme source de chaleur ? Pourquoi des programmes ont été coupés en raison du sous-financement ? Je ne sais pas M. Smyth si quelqu'un peut être honnête? Oui, quelqu'un peut l’être - mes professeurs. Ils sont honnêtes dans leur combat quotidien, protégeant constamment leurs élèves le mieux possible de ces réalités atroces de notre système d'éducation. Donc, avant d’applaudir doucement et passionnément face à l'action de notre gouvernement, que diriez- vous de lui demander d'être honnête. Au lieu de faire des faux méchants des enseignants et des perdants héroïques du gouvernement, mettons à plat toutes nos conclusions sur l’honnêteté. Mes plus sincères excuses à titre d'élève si ce " gong show" a duré trop longtemps, mais c'est un combat que nos enseignants mènent pour un meilleur système d'enseignement pour que mes enfants ne reçoivent pas des romans usés recouverts de plus de noms que leur couverture ne peuvent en contenir. Mes professeurs sont solides et ne reculeront pas face aux jeux du gouvernement ou aux abus des médias. L'honnêteté de mes professeurs m'inspire chaque jour. Vous voulez de l’honnêteté M. Smyth, vous ne pouvez pas trouver plus d'honnêteté, de force et de détermination que dans les murs d'une école . Peut-on en dire autant de notre gouvernement ?   Vote de grève : Envoyer un message fort à la BCPSEA et au gouvernement Cliquez ici pour lire non pas une, mais dix raisons de voter pour lesquelles le Comité exécutif de la FECB recommande un vote de grève. Nous devons maintenir la pression sur l'équipe de négociation de la BCPSEA et leur montrer que nous sommes forts et unis dans notre détermination à parvenir à un accord négocié qui soit équitable pour les enseignants et qui offre un meilleur soutien pour nos élèves. La FECB et la BCPSEA sont en négociation le mardi 4 mars jusqu'à la fin de la semaine. S'il vous plaît, n'oubliez pas de voter! Donnez à la BCPSEA une bonne raison de négocier. Les rapports de la table seront affichés sur le portail des membres de la FECB tout au long de la semaine.      Résultats du vote de grève en direct à 21h30 le 6 mars Le président de la FECB Jim Iker annoncera publiquement les résultats du vote de grève lors d'une conférence de nouvelles jeudi soir, probablement avant 21h30. Le protocole de la FECB est de rapporter le résultat au Comité exécutif, aux présidents locaux et aux membres d'abord. Une fois cela fait, il n'y a vraiment aucun moyen de s'assurer que les résultats ne seront pas tweetés, transmis par courriel, affichés sur Facebook et ainsi de suite. Par conséquent, il est fort possible que les enseignants apprennent sur les médias sociaux les résultats en cours avant même de recevoir le courriel de la Fédération. En raison du grand nombre d'adresses électroniques, il faut jusqu'à quatre heures pour que tous les membres reçoivent le message. Les résultats seront affichés sur le site et vous pouvez regarder les nouvelles ici.  Knowledge Network lance une nouvelle série sur l'histoire du travail Working people : A history of labour in British Columbia (Les travailleurs : Une histoire du travail en Colombie-Britannique) est une série de 30 vignettes qui sera diffusée à partir du 20 mars sur Knowledge Newtork. Rarement racontée, cette histoire importante des personnes travaillant en Colombie Britannique commence par la description des économies des Premières Nations avant la colonisation et met en évidence les contributions et les luttes des travailleurs tout au long des 19e et 20e siècles. Les mineurs dans l’or, les mineurs dans le charbon, les ouvriers chinois, les enfants travailleurs, les pêcheurs, les travailleurs dans les conserveries, les enseignants et les photographes ne sont que quelques-unes des personnes qui y figurent, tous illustrant la façon dont ils ont trimé à la construction de la province et à essayer de bâtir une meilleure vie. Bien qu’intéressantes en elles-mêmes, ces vignettes sont également appropriées pour les élèves de l’intermédiaire et du secondaire et peuvent être utilisées comme un outil d'enseignement. Le Labour History Project (Projet d'histoire du travail), un organisme soutenu par le FECB, aura des vignettes disponibles pour les enseignants à utiliser après qu'elles aient été télédiffusées sur le Knowledge Newtork. Le Projet d'histoire du travail va aussi fournir des idées de plans de leçon allant avec la série. Nous vous informerons dès qu'elles seront disponibles. Cette série est divisée en trois sections d’une demi-heure.  La première section sera diffusée: Le jeudi, 20 mars à 19h30 et 23h30 Le vendredi, 21 mars à 18h30 Le samedi, 23 mars à 14h30 et 18h30.Les sections deux et trois seront diffusées à la même heure les deux semaines suivantes.      Le Programme Avantage de la FECB offre des rabais pour les membres    Bell a rejoint le programme Avantage de la FECB fournissant à nos membres des prix compétitifs sur les forfaits de téléphonie cellulaire. Les membres recevront : - des prix spécifiques à l’entreprise, qui comprend plus d'options (et parfois à un meilleur niveau de prix) que les prix réguliers. - l'accès aux avantages Bell à l’entreprise qui offre des rabais exclusifs avec certains de leurs partenaires fournisseurs. - un contact de compte dédié pour des questions ou des modifications sur le compte. Rendez vous, s'il vous plaît ici, pour tous les détails.   Célébrer la Journée internationale des femmes, ce samedi 8 mars La Journée Internationale des femmes n'est pas seulement une journée pour célébrer, mais aussi une journée pour faire le bilan de la situation des femmes dans nos communautés, nos pays et dans le monde. Bien que l'égalité des femmes ait fait des progrès positifs dans de nombreux domaines au cours du siècle dernier, nous devons continuer à faire pression pour une plus grande égalité sociale et économique. Nous avons seulement besoin de regarder les phénomènes des viols sur de nombreux campus universitaires canadiens et les statistiques sur les violences faites aux femmes pour savoir que nous devons poursuivre nos efforts pour parvenir à l'égalité. Si on regarde les statistiques récentes sur l’écart salarial au Canada, nous constatons que l'écart diminue lentement, mais qu’il existe toujours. L’enquête de 2010 de l’Organisation de coopération et de développement économiques (OCDE) sur les écarts de salaires dans les pays développés indique que le Canada et les États-Unis ont un plus grand écart de salaire, même marginal, que la moyenne des pays membres de l'OCDE, à environ 21 % au Canada et 19 % aux États-Unis, comparativement à la moyenne de 17,6 % de l'OCDE. La Belgique, la Nouvelle-Zélande et la Pologne sont les seuls pays à enregistrer un écart salarial de 10% ou moins. Une partie de la sensibilisation à la situation des femmes est l'apprentissage de l'histoire des femmes, l'origine de la Journée internationale des femmes et pourquoi les femmes et les hommes tirent tous des avantages lorsque l'égalité est atteinte. Voici le lien vers la page web de la BCTF sur le Statut des femmes, avec des plans de leçon, des sites Web et d'autres ressources à utiliser pour l'enseignement sur la Journée internationale des femmes. (De nouveaux plans de leçon sur la JIF ont été ajoutés récemment.) Beaucoup de communautés de toute la province planifient des événements pour commémorer la Journée internationale des femmes. Communiquez avec le bureau de votre syndicat local des enseignants pour savoir comment vous pouvez participer à l'événement de votre communauté.     Le Golden Tree Memorial lancé Tôt un matin de mars de 2007, 3 femmes, tassées avec 14 autres, dans un fourgon de travail mal entretenu et dangereux, ont perdu la vie lorsque le conducteur a perdu le contrôle sur une route près d'Abbotsford, en Colombie-Britannique. Ces morts insensées ont suscité un examen provincial du transport des employés agricoles/sur les fermes et une enquête du coroner qui ont donné lieu à des règles, des règlements et une application plus strictes, ce qui rend le travail agricole plus sûr. Le Golden Tree restera comme un monument à ces femmes, aux  sacrifices de leurs familles et amis, et comme un puissant rappel des conséquences de travail dangereux. L'arbre sera construit avec le soutien généreux des dons du gouvernement, des organisations syndicales, des entreprises, des groupes communautaires et des dons de particuliers. La Fédération du travail de la Colombie-Britannique tient une veillée aux chandelles le samedi 8 mars, à Abbotsford pour rendre hommage à ces femmes. Vous pouvez voir l'interprétation de l'artiste de ce beau monument ici.   Conférence de nouveaux enseignants un succès phénoménal  Plus 400 nouveaux enseignants, 70 facilitateurs et 30 exposants ont participé à une conférence très animée pour les nouveaux enseignants vendredi et samedi derniers. Certains des travaux de la conférence sont capturés dans Storify, la voix des médias sociaux racontant une histoire. Regardez ici !     Manuel pour les nouveaux enseignants : Version mobile Vous trouverez tout ce qui existe dans la version en ligne dans cette version mobile. La différence? Cette version fonctionne avec les tablettes et les téléphones intelligents. Pour la voir, cliquez ici.  Inscrivez votre nom pour vous joindre à des comités consultatifs de la FECB Intéressé par le magazine Teacher ou par le travail sur la pauvreté ? Le Comité consultatif sur le magazine Teacher et le Comité d'action en justice sociale (groupe d'action anti-pauvreté) ont des postes ouverts pour les /sont à la recherche de nouveaux membres. Lisez ici pour plus d'informations sur ces possibilités et pour savoir comment poser votre candidature.    Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13698,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 1997 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 10, Number 2, October 1997 Everyone’s culture has its beauty World Music in Education by Valerie Dare Visiting musician Qiu Xia draws a map of mainland China on the blackboard and marks the site of Xian, the ancient capital. “It looks like a chicken,” she laughs, and then asks the English-as-a-second-language class to name the two islands that are its “feet.” Once Haikow and Taiwan are correctly identified, Qiu Xia points to Xian. “I come from here,” she tells the students. She offers the chalk to three boys who, in turn, mark on the map their places of origin. “Now I will play the music from these places and tell you how they are different.” And Qiu Xia extemporaneously plays on her pipa lute a folk melody from Shanghai and a love song from Shaanxi province, explaining and demonstrating the regional differences in musical styles. The students are awed by her superb musicianship and captivated by her personality and teaching skills. Qiu Xia’s personal story is equally inspiring: she came to Vancouver to perform with a group of Chinese folk musicians in 1989 and decided to make Canada her home; how she spoke no English but, through her music, made friends and became fluent in just a few years; she now is in great demand as a professional musician and has music especially composed for her. The personal stories of musicians lead to cultural appreciation and understanding among those they meet. Interacting with musicians in classroom-based workshops gives students insight into cultures they might otherwise only read about. The K–12 program offers many curricular opportunities for including world music: building instruments in woodwork, dancing in fine arts/PE, researching cultures in social studies, investigating sound and harmonics in science, examining social customs and celebrations in home economics, and analyzing lyrics in English/language arts. World music instruction can complement and enrich the educational program. In music classrooms, the study of music in its cultural context is identified as a key concept in the K–12 music curriculum, and through performance many students can experience musical traditions from around the world. Charles Dickens Elementary School music specialist Paul Nicholls teaches West African drumming rhythms and Brazilian samba in his program. Students as young as Grades 3 and 4 play complex polyrhythms in instrument groupings that include agogo bells, and kpanlogo drums from Ghana, and djembe drums from Guinea. Nicholls acquired techniques for teaching non-Western music by taking lessons from master drummers, bringing them to the school as artists in residence, and learning from them the non-Western teaching techniques that are appropriate to the music. Samba classes are a feature of the music programs at both Charles Dickens and James Cook elementary schools thanks to teachers Nicholls and Eric Hartman, who work with local musicians Celso Machado and Joseph “Pepe” Danza. The music programs at Dickens and Cook are the subject of a video documentary now in production. At the secondary level, world music is part of the programs of at least four Lower Mainland schools, including Britannia, Gladstone, Windermere in Vancouver, and Hugh Boyd in Richmond. Lynn Price’s Music 11 program at Windermere runs for five months, backed to CAPP 11. Beginning in 1996 with one class of 30 students, her program has become so popular that the number of students registering has doubled and two classes will be offered in 1997–98. Hartman, Nicholls, and Price will be presenting workshops on their programs at the February fine arts conference Crossing Boundaries: Passport to Possibilities. As well as promoting multiculturalism from a local perspective, world music offers schools opportunities to participate internationally through links with non-governmental organizations and artists on tour. Britannia has been visited twice by Black Umfolosi, a performing group from Zimbabwe. Impressed with the community-school aspect of Britannia, Black Umfolosi suggested possible ties with the cultural centre they are building in Bulawayo and with the secondary school they attended as students after the Chimurenga war of liberation ended in 1980. Britannia is exploring possibilities for students in the International Baccalaureate Program to communicate with those at George Silundika Secondary School and provide information about Britannia. In return, learning resources sent from Zimbabwe will support the study of development in the Social Studies 11 course. Wherever they tour, Black Umfolosi seek to establish contacts with schools and community centres that will lead to cultural exchange and promote understanding between peoples. Lucky Moyo, spokesperson for the group, puts it this way: “Culture knows no barriers and where words no longer communicate, music and dance take over. If there is to be understanding in this world, it must surely come through cultural exchange. Only in this way can people begin to understand each other a little better.” Cultural understanding is perhaps the primary reason for advocating world music as a teaching strategy. Giving students personal experience of cultures through their music, involving artists from those cultures in workshop presentations, and providing a curriculum context that relates to classroom work are practical teaching techniques for connecting students with the larger world and making it familiar to them. Teachers will know that this objective has been realized when they hear a comment like this Britannia student’s: “Now I know how everyone’s culture has its beauty.” Valerie Dare teaches at Britannia Secondary School, Vancouver. Lower Mainland teachers, parents, and artists have formed a group, The World Music Continuum, to advance the teaching of world music in schools. Anyone wishing information can contact Valerie Dare (604) 255-9371, loc. 227, Eric Hartman, (604) 713-4828, or Paul Nicholls, (604) 713-4978. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "RT @nationalpost: Tories' temporary foreign worker overhaul is 'tragically misdirected': Christy Clark http://t.co/EV5YPyV9lC" @John_Yap - 02:49pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=31317&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2013 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 26, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 2013   Freedom from poverty More and more hungry kids arrive in our schools By Noel Herron   With a new school year underway and BC once again leading the country in child poverty (according to a mid-June Stats Canada report), it is clear that more schools will have to cope with malnourished kids arriving on their doorstep. In BC, food insecurity now impacts one-in-five children as of the 2013 Stats Canada report. In Vancouver alone last year, three additional elementary schools were added to the growing list of schools scrounging for funds from individuals, businesses, and charitable organizations to provide breakfast for their students. To underline the pressure some local school communities are under, on the second day of school this year, over 100 students arrived in the Downtown Strathcona Community Centre lunch room for breakfast, even before the initial notice to parents was sent home. In Burnaby, another elementary school was scrambling for surplus food from local Walmart and Costco outlets in an effort to cobble together a breakfast program. Across Canada at present there are five non-governmental sources providing limited financial assistance to needy schools—they are: Breakfast for Learning, which feeds around 300,000 kids; Breakfast Club of Canada feeding 120,000; Kids Eat Smart, 50,000; and Farm-to-School, around 20,000. Representatives from both the Breakfast for Learning and the Breakfast Club of Canada state that they are unable to meet escalating demands for help from so many schools in BC. Last month the Conference Board of Canada, a leading conservative business group, called for a national breakfast food program in schools, acknowledging that kids cannot learn and thrive if they are not well nourished. In the preceding month, the Canadian Medical Association (CMA) called for a major pilot project at the federal level to alleviate child poverty. The association warned that “the cost of inaction is higher than acting,” noting that poverty hinders the ability to sustain economic growth and that Canada ranked 15 out of 17 peer countries in tracking poverty with only Italy and the United States having a lower ranking. Based on the current Liberals’ adamant, short-sighted and non–interventionist policy, it is now clear that no help for these struggling schools will be forthcoming from Victoria, as more and more hungry kids stream into our public schools. Despite the government’s inaction, all of us should have an unflinching commitment to the proposition that no kid in a BC classroom should be hungry. BC families should not have to rely soley on charity to ensure that children are properly fed. _______________ Noel Herron is a former Vancouver school principal and trustee. He is a member of the recently formed “Justice not Charity” working group dedicated to eliminating food insecurity in schools.   )
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2014/09/reflections-on-bc-teacher-strike.html,Staffroom Confidential: Reflections on the BC Teacher Strike Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, September 23, 2014 Reflections on the BC Teacher Strike Teachers are reflective practitioners. And just as we reflect on a lesson to judge what worked and what did not, we ought also to reflect on our struggle to improve the public education system. The point is not to lay blame. It is to figure out how to do it better next time. A starting point for reflection is to judge the outcome relative to our goals. From this point of view, there is much to be done. As we return to class this week, there are still no class size limits for Grades 4 - 12. There are still no rules whatsoever on the composition of a class. Our salaries will increase pretty much in accordance with the original government proposal. Elementary teachers will have ten more minutes of preparation time. This is a far cry from the proposals tabled over a year ago, and still far from the "bottom line" of the framework proposal made at the end of June. Teachers will still act as the shock absorbers for a system under stress. We ourselves will be the ones on medical leave from the ten percent of classes that are truly not adequate learning environments. We will continue to see teachers leave the profession. We will continue to fill in the gaps with our own resources - be that money or time. And at the same time our salaries will continue to fall relative to inflation. We will watch as the BCTF goes back to court over the imposition of Bills 28 and 22. While this is absolutely necessary, we will no longer have the opportunity of immediate reinstatement of our class size language. Even if the courts uphold Justice Griffin's decision and reject the government's appeal, we will be teaching in over crowded classrooms until something new is negotiated, and we know what that process is likely to look like. So what have we learned for next time? Some commentators have suggested this deal was better than a legislated end to the dispute. In the context of our court case, I'm not so sure. A legislated contract likely would have been two years, with the same wages, and with no re-opener on the court case. The possibility would be there of immediate reinstatement of our class size language with a final court decision. A two year agreement would have us bargaining again before an election, not after one. These are the reasons the government wanted this deal and didn't want to legislate. Others have said we had no other choice - public support would disappear. I'm not so sure about that either. The public was with us because we were fighting for classroom conditions. If we were clear that this deal made few improvements, I believe many in the public would have stayed the course. Regardless, we have a lot of work to do to build stronger alliances in our communities. Public support was good, but not overwhelming. Our relationships need to deepen and broaden. We can't only ask parents to help us when we need it. We have to be there on parent issues such as seismic upgrading, school closures, child poverty, day care and affordable housing. And I don't mean just taking the right position. We have to be there on the streets, like parents were for us. It should have been an option to return to work but reject the deal. Unfortunately, this option was not available to teachers. There is some irony that the timing of the vote came in part due to a motion from a BCTF AGM requiring a vote to end a job action. This motion was to prevent a "sell out" from leadership at the end of a strike by stopping job action without membership consent. But it was never meant to rush a ratification vote. Teachers should have had two separate choices - do we return to work? Do we accept this contract? Teachers had about six hours to look at the contract language. They received conflicting information about the re-opener clause (which had been settled in bargaining at least three days earlier), and about the impact of the Education Fund. The BCTF claimed 850 new teachers would be hired, but failed to mention the layoffs this spring (such as 135 in Surrey alone), or that most of those hires had already happened with the Learning Improvement Fund. This year's new money for teachers is only the amount that had been spent on CUPE staff - probably about 15-30% of the fund. Teachers need adequate time to debate and consider an agreement and they have the right to see the actual language of the contract. These are basic democratic rights that any membership should insist from their union. We need to rethink how we ratify contracts. The government strategy of starving us out was effective. If we choose to take strike action next time, we need to think a lot more carefully about how long we can stay out. Striking at the beginning of the school year was very effective at creating pressure - especially due to the impact on International programs. Striking in June was not effective, and only added extra financial pressure on teachers. We need a properly funded strike fund. And teachers need to learn a lesson from the private sector that you should have several months savings to help you weather a longer strike. If government perceives this bargaining round as a win, which I believe they do, they will use these strategies again next time - lock outs and long strikes. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 10:16 AM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 1 comment: lrnalotSeptember 23, 2014 at 10:43 PM Thanks for providing a well reasoned counter balance to the majority view. The question I recently asked was when will teachers see an improvement in class size and composition as a result of this negotiated contract and the answer was not encouraging. I had to ask a parent only today to head down the office and ask whether there would be support for her child. I know we all want to do a good job. I know we do a good job given the circumstances. I know we all love what we do. But nothing has changed. Why is it always up to us to fight for supports? I've heard colleagues saying we have to keep up the pressure and build community support in a grass roots movement. Well it's only day 2 back at school and I already feel like we've been back for months. How can we be expected to bandage the wounds all day long and still find the time and energy to write letters and post on Facebook and Twitter and build public awareness and support. I am sorry to say it, but when CC smiles into the camera and pridefully proclaims that she has achieved her goals, I can't help but agree. And when she turns to her Minister of Education who's wearing a $1000 suit and congratulates him for a job well done, I am deeply saddened by this whole affair. That said, I am determined to keep fighting as long as I can with honesty and integrity as reflected in our leadership and throughout this long seemingly never-ending battle. ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ▼  September (9) Reflections on the BC Teacher Strike BC Teacher strike - Lessons learned Response to Sandy Garossino Will the Education Fund improve classroom conditio... Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Class composition: a human rights perspective Class size and composition - a short visual histor... Guest post - I WILL HOLD THE LINE Teachers - let your leadership know it is time to ... ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2011/06/bc-teachers-vote-90-in-favour-of-job.html?showComment=1310532110077,Staffroom Confidential: BC teachers vote 90% in favour of job action Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Wednesday, June 29, 2011 BC teachers vote 90% in favour of job action BC teachers have voted 90% in favour of a "teach only" job action to start in the new school year this September. A total of 90% percent of teachers voted yes in a province-wide strike vote conducted June 24, 27, and 28, 2011. In all, 28,128 teachers cast their ballots, of whom 25,282 voted yes. About 70% of teachers in schools and teachers teaching on call participated. BCTF President Susan Lambert said the strong yes vote shows that teachers are united and are prepared to take action to achieve their goals of improved teaching and learning conditions, fair improvements to salary and benefits, and restoration of local bargaining rights. “Facing a concerted campaign by the government and the employer to turn back the clock on teachers’ rights and reverse hard-won provisions on due process, we have no choice but to take a stand for ourselves, our students, and our profession,” Lambert said. “The employer is offering nothing and at the same time demanding we make many significant concessions. That’s not collective bargaining. It’s just bullying.” Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 9:27 AM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 1 comment: AnonymousJuly 12, 2011 at 9:41 PM The Liberals created the BC Ferries monster, which runs autonomous from the government (again Liberals) in charge, and operates in the red even with a taxpayers subsidy. You can thank our drink and drive ex-premier Lordo Gordo for setting this up, and whom has been recently rewarded by bigger and better things by having brown-nosed Harper in the past. Premier Christie Clark’s recent rave on the $315,000 a year pension for BC Ferries CEO David Hahn being monkey business is barking in the right direction but also said the pension is enshrined in a contract and therefore she is powerless to change it (hmmmmm where is this bark coming from or going???). I say this because Clark in Jan. 2002, then Minister of Education, announced that she “was proud” (and far from powerless then than now as premier) to strip teachers' hard-won contract which recognized the learning conditions required of special needs students (remember… she cares, and it’s all about the family), etc. Are there different contract handling rules for Hahn vs Teachers? To put value of things into perspective, I doubt that our soldiers at war (or their surviving families) would get anything remotely close to a BC Ferries CEO-sized pension for being injured or killed while on duty. Both jobs are in Canadian public services, but I guess running (or running down) a corporation trumps serving your country at cost of life and limb. Sorry, I just can’t get away from the HST. Clark is now getting creative by saying if the HST stays, teachers would have some negotiating room for the next contract. To understand your true motive, I would love to be a fly inside your head Ms. Premier. Like the saying goes “keep smiling, it makes people wonder what you’re up to”, and you do smile a lot.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ▼  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ▼  June (14) Saanich board convinces gov't to release hold-back... BC teachers vote 90% in favour of job action Trustees give raise for themselves, but propose ze... Why does the CUPW dispute matter for teachers and ... Community Social Services workers prepare for job ... BCPSEA, Gov't and Trustees: Proposing Wisconsin No... A 21st Century Educator Personalized Learning: Portfolio writ large? The myth of the "me too" clause Saanich Board submits deficit budget BCPSEA: Fostering division and polarization or pro... Wondering what "personlized learning" means? Just ... Strategic facilities plans - a plan for more schoo... Back to the Future? Will the Liberals under Christ... ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12654&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 1999 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 12, Number 1, September 1999 The menace at Nanoose is very real by Michael Wallace As the federal government nears a decision on expropriation of the Nanoose Bay Seabed, the citizens of this province should look more closely at who wins and who loses if the federal government’s plans go ahead. Canada is a country at peace with the world, yet our federal government is actively defending a serious military threat to the environment and health of British Columbians. Since 1965, the U.S. navy’s underwater warfare research centre has maintained what its Web site refers to as its “fleet testing and logistics site” at Nanoose Bay. Although the official name is the Canadian Forces Maritime and Experimental Test Ranges, the primary function of this site is to provide a torpedo test range for nuclear-powered, nuclear weapons-capable U.S. submarines. The soft seabed allows them to retrieve their expensive torpedoes undamaged. According to data obtained under the Freedom of Information Act, from 1990 to 1996 U.S. nuclear submarines visited the facility 33 times, firing more than 4,600 torpedoes. On three occasions Nanoose welcomed a giant U.S. ballistic missile submarine, capable of launching up to 192 nuclear warheads to targets almost anywhere in the world. The fact is some very serious dangers are posed to the citizens of B.C. by the continued operation of this U.S. nuclear submarine test range. First, these submarines may carry nuclear weapons into B.C. waters. If they do, the Canadian public will not be informed, as it has long been U.S. navy policy to “neither confirm nor deny’’ the presence of nuclear weapons on their ships. Second, all current U.S. navy submarines are nuclear powered. Unlike civilian nuclear reactors, they use bomb-grade uranium as fuel. At least eight times since the first U.S. nuclear submarine was built, there have been serious accidents, and the U.S. navy still refuses to divulge complete information on radiation released into the environment. Even routine operations with these reactors are inherently risky. In the words of one former U.S. submariner, “a reactor scram (emergency shutdown) is always an exciting drill, because once you start it, it’s no longer an exercise.” A University of California study has concluded that a fire involving nuclear weapons or a reactor accident could cause thousands of fatalities. As at Chernobyl, a serious accident could release a witch’s brew of radioactivity. Even Canada’s Department of National Defence acknowledges that in the event of an accident some residents in the area would suffer acute radiation sickness, and of course cancer rates would soar even for those less heavily exposed. The same DND report acknowledged that emergency response preparations at Nanoose were “marginal or unsatisfactory’’ in some areas, and last year Canada’s Auditor General noted that most of his concerns expressed in his 1992 report on nuclear emergency preparedness had not been addressed. Finally, nuclear submarine traffic up and down the B.C. coast poses a considerable threat to navigation. Submarines frequently collide with, or snag, surface vessels. Submarines have difficulty detecting small surface ships. Subs ride low in the water when surfaced and are coated with materials that do not reflect radar. Submerged, they are virtually undetectable, and are nearly “blind” in confined waters because they rely on passive sonar. During the making of The Hunt for Red October, a U.S. submarine accidentally snagged a towboat, sinking it with loss of life. Closer to home, in 1994 a German-built, Chilean submarine on its way back from testing torpedoes at Nanoose collided with and sank the B.C. sailboat Moonglow, nearly drowning its owner, Jory Lord. This collision happened even though the Moonglow was using full running lights, radar, and a foghorn, and the modern, high-tech submarine was deploying radar reflectors and had an American officer aboard. Given the rapidly growing pleasure boat traffic in Georgia Strait, such accidents may occur with even greater frequency in the future. The Americans are very eager to continue operating the Nanoose test range, as they gain considerable benefit from it. But it is reasonable to ask what Canadian interests are served by the continued operation of the Nanoose base. Michael Wallace is professor of political science at the University of British Columbia and has been working on nuclear issues for more than 30 years.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7068&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 1, September 2005 Taking a stand Because kids matter and teachers care by Jinny Sims British Columbia’s excellent public school system has been built by the teachers, parents, and citizens of this province over many generations. But, no one has ever given the teaching profession in this province anything significant that we didn’t have to fight for. Throughout the long history of public education and the teaching profession in this province, the British Columbia Teachers’ Federation has been there, representing the economic and professional interests of teachers, advocating for improved learning conditions for students, and working for a socially progressive and just civil society. And the BCTF and its locals have been there to unite teachers and to support us in achieving our collective goals. In January 2002, the Liberal provincial government legislatively imposed terms and conditions of employment upon teachers while we were on a limited and legal job action. They stripped our collective agreement of all matters pertaining to limits on class size, composition of classes, and staffing requirements for specialist teachers. And they made it illegal to bargain those matters into our agreement in the future. It took previous generations of teachers many years, many struggles, and often strikes to obtain the teaching and learning conditions that existed in B.C. schools prior to 2002. Those conditions, arrived at by both employees and employers at the bargaining table, are gone now, and the effect on the education system has been significant: larger classes and fewer teacher-librarians, counsellors, learning assistance teachers, special education teachers, and ESL teachers. The deterioration of our teaching conditions and our students’ learning conditions is not the only effect of the government’s attack on our collective agreement. Our loss of bargaining rights as teachers has diminished our role in the education process at the school level, the district level, and the provincial level. The government no longer consults the teaching profession when introducing major changes to the public school system. And government continues to question our fundamental right to speak out. One thing we have learned from our history is that when we are united, we can achieve our goals. Teachers in Victoria and New Westminster took strike action in 1919 and 1921 for the basic right to represent teachers and collectively bargain their salaries. In 1939, Langley teachers stood up to their employer on threat of demotions, forced transfers, and dismissals to secure the implementation of an arbitrated settlement. In 1971, all B.C. teachers walked off the job to support improvements in our pension plan. Surrey teachers walked off the job in 1974 to protest large classes. In 1983, teachers walked out for three days across the province, to secure seniority rights in our agreements. And between 1988 and 1993, teachers in locals all over the province engaged in job action as necessary to obtain class-size limits, class-composition language, and many other teaching conditions that are part of our work life today. Once again, it is time for teachers to take a stand. When we speak out as teachers about the conditions in our classrooms, the public listens. A public-opinion survey done by the Mustel group in June 2005 confirms what previous polls have shown: classroom teachers have the highest credibility of all. And 88% of the public agree that it is important for teachers to speak out on public education issues like funding cuts, larger classes, and reduced support for children with special needs. A major BCTF survey of B.C. teachers taken earlier this year indicates a significant deterioration in classroom conditions. For example, when asked to respond to the statement "Adequate special education assistant time is available to each student who needs it," an overwhelming 82% of 14,500 teachers who responded to the survey disagreed with the statement. It’s important to let parents know the needs of our classrooms and to inform the public about the needs of our schools. Together we can do that. Your Executive Committee is committed to doing all that we can to achieve our goals--improved learning conditions in our schools, a fair and reasonable salary increase for all members, and ultimately a return to full bargaining rights for teachers. But what we achieve will not be won by me or by the Executive Committee. It will require you to be part of a process that lets government and the public know that together the teachers of B.C. are taking a stand because kids matter and teachers care. Jinny Sims is president of the B.C. Teachers’ Federation.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11892&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2000 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 13, Number 2, October 2000 Reduce the size of all classes by George Taylor As the school year began, and all the planning and organization for my 21 Grade 3 students was completed, I felt great knowing that my class size numbers were limited to 22, thanks to the provincial class-size language that sets specific limits on primary class sizes. There is no fudge factor, no room for school boards to play with the numbers. As a primary teacher, I know that my class size will have very few changes after Labour Day, which gives my primary colleagues and me great peace of mind. Teaching a primary class that had clear limits was a real treat last year. I was able to do more creative planning of lessons with less stress on myself, as the planning was much easier for the smaller number of students. Intermediate and secondary teachers around the province want to see similar class-size language for all classes. They have classes as high as 34 with no consideration for the many students with special needs in their classes. The BCTF Bargaining Team, along with Executive Committee members, are starting to gather information and feedback from members around the province to establish the provincial bargaining goals for the next round of bargaining. We have already heard, from the bargaining strategy seminars and summer conference 2000 that both class size and class composition are high on the priority list as bargaining goals. As a member of the provincial team and a primary teacher, I know how important class-size issues are to our members. There has been a lot of talk in the media that the provincial class-size language does not allow for flexibility in class-size numbers and that school administrators have to move students to different classes or different schools, which can be disruptive. The fact is that any class-size number would create that same problem as long as administration keeps staffing schools in June with every class filled to the maximum or very close to the maximum, leaving no room for new students when they arrive in September. Administrators can create the flexibility they need by leaving some room in each class for students who arrive after the school year has started. I look forward to hearing from members around the province on bargaining issues, on how class-size language has worked for them and on what needs to be changed. George Taylor teaches at Tuc-el-Nuit Elementary School, Oliver, and is a member of the BCTF Bargaining Team.)
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(20141006,globalnews.ca,http://globalnews.ca/news/1600823/nanaimo-sawmill-where-deadly-shooting-took-place-to-close-by-end-of-year/,Nanaimo sawmill where deadly shooting took place to close by end of year - BC | Globalnews.ca Your Region: National BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg On TV: News Hour Sections National National sections Locals Local sections Watch Watch sections Search Canada Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released Sections Health Money Consumer Tech Entertainment Environment Science Lifestyle Sports Featured Canada World Politics Investigations Canada Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released Your Region National Change BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Health Money Consumer Tech Entertainment Environment Science Lifestyle Sports Jump to a Region National BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Man trying to reach Bermuda in inflatable bubble rescued by Coast Guard Schedule NowNews Hour 6:30pmGlobal National More Programs Global National The West Block 16x9 The Morning Show More Personalities Dawna Friesen Carolyn Jarvis Liza Fromer Tom Clark More News Major snowfall covers N. Manitoba Entertainment ‘Gone Girl’ wins weekend box office News Journalist with Ebola arrives at US hospital Canada Quebecor sells off Sun newspaper chain News Crowdfunded bus debuts in Toronto Entertainment Depardieu reveals past as escort, thief Canada MPs debate motion for airstrikes in Iraq Sports NBA extends television deals for 9 years Trending Maple Syrup Heist Hong Kong protests Iraq crisis Luka Magnotta Ebola outbreak enterovirus D68 Ukraine Retail Wars Nanaimo October 6, 2014 2:57 pm Nanaimo sawmill where deadly shooting took place to close by end of year By Peter Meiszner  Global News ; Charlie Gallagher, a Western Forest Products supervisor from Ladysmith, B.C., pays his respects following a shooting at Western Forest Products in Nanaimo,B.C. Wednesday April 30, 2014. The company that owns a lumber mill on Vancouver Island says the 47-year-old suspect in a shooting of four people is a former employee of the mill. Two men are dead and two other men are in hospital after the shooting at the Western Forest Products sawmill in Nanaimo. THE CANADIAN PRESS/Chad Hipolito What is this? Sponsored content is written by Global News' editorial staff without any editorial influence by the sponsor. If you'd like to learn more... What is this ? X What is this? Sponsored content is written by Global News' without any editorial influence by the sponsor. If you'd like to learn more... The sawmill where a former employee shot four men, killing two of them, will close permanently by the end of the year. Western Forest Products announced Monday that they are consolidating their Nanaimo-area operations at their Duke Point and Saltair sawmills. Employees at the Nanaimo sawmill will be offered employment at the company’s other mills, and also severence. “The investments being made at Duke Point and the consolidation of our Nanaimo sawmill operations are expected to reduce costs, improve our flexibility to produce different grades of lumber, and increase our recovery factors from log to lumber,” said Don Demens, Western Forest Products President and CEO in a news release. The sawmill near downtown Nanaimo opened in 1980 and employs 60 people.     Report an error Nanaimo sawmill Western Forest Products Peter Meiszner Online News Producer Peter is an Online News Producer at Global BC and has been on the web desk since 2008. You can also catch him on "Trending" and on BC1. More Stories News Suspect in Nanaimo mill shooting to appear in court Sept.16 Russian timber thieves selling wood in North America, environmentalist says Think that new hardwood floor is made in Canada? Think again Man convicted 8 times for indecent acts now facing new charges Nanaimo woman sexually assaulted after offering ride to stranger Popular Now Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released 20224 How does Ebola spread? 5 things you need to know 18659 Accused Madeleine McCann Twitter troll found dead 9985 Ebola: 5 reasons why an outbreak is highly unlikely in Canada 7298 UPDATE: What’s the best, cheapest Canadian cellphone plan out there? 5891 Featured Content Canada Ebola: 5 reasons why an outbreak is highly unlikely in Canada What are the chances of an Ebola outbreak taking off in Canada? It isn’t likely, according to experts. And here are a number of reasons why. Continue reading → Environment Are we in the midst of a mass extinction? There have been 5 mass extinctions — the loss of 75 per cent or more of the world’s species — in Earth’s history. Scientists now believe that we are at the early stages of the sixth. Continue reading → Health Lab-grown penises may soon be ‘ready for testing’ on humans Researchers in North Carolina say penises grown in laboratories could “soon be ready for human testing,” offering hope for men who have had traumatic injuries or penile cancer. Continue reading → Canada Meet Rachel Parent — the teen fighting for GMO labelling in Canada Rachel Parent is a 15-year-old activist. Her goal: mandatory labelling in Canada of all genetically modified organisms, or GMOs that are found as ingredients in food. Continue reading → Canada Abandoned puppies on the mend Twenty hungry, cold and flea-infested puppies found in a Saskatchewan field are now being nursed back to health at Battleford’s Humane Society. Continue reading → Science Everything you need to know about Wednesday’s lunar eclipse On Oct. 8, Canada will be treated to its second lunar eclipse of the year. Find out what you can expect. Continue reading → Canada Can homegrown food win the climate change war? Wondering what’s the single most effective way to combat climate change? Plant a garden. Continue reading → Canada 16×9: An investigation into illegal lumber Timber thieves are stealing wood from the Russian Far East, processing it in China and then shipping it to North America, a 16×9 investigation has found. Continue reading → Highlights Hounds of Parliament: As commuting cyclist and budget watchdog, Frechette must make his presence known Frechette draws a line distinguishing his personality as a cyclist and as the parliamentary budget officer. But surely there’s a parallel between the assertive man he is on a bike and in the role of PBO? Continue reading → Email alerts Sign up for FREE daily Globalnews.ca newsletters and breaking news alerts Email Address National Daily News National Breaking News By clicking on the submit button, I have read, understood and agreed to our privacy policy Twitter Follow globalnews 20 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews USA Swimming suspends #MichaelPhelps for 6 months glbn.ca/ClLU9 pic.twitter.com/nqC3dQ3NhL 20 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews Hillary Clinton: military action against ISIS “critical” and “essential” globalnews.ca/news/1600343/w… #cdnpoli 32 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews Boy left in car during church choir practice dies glbn.ca/ClKBB Jump to a Region BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Connect Facebook Twitter Google+ RSS Contact Us Global News About Us Privacy Policy Principles & Practices Terms & Conditions Copyright Shaw Media Advertise Open Data © Shaw Media Inc., 2014. All rights reserved. Follow Follow “Global News” Get every new post delivered to your Inbox. Join 3,820 other followers Powered by WordPress.com Shaw Connect Expand News Entertainment Entertainment Home Celebs Movies TV Music Living Lifestyle Food Home & Living Sports Money Tech Travel Breaktime Autos Watch TV Online All Sites Global Global News Food Network HGTV History Television Showcase Slice DTOUR ET Canada National Geographic Movietime Lifetime H2 DIY Action NG Wild Mystery IFC BBC Deja Vu Twist)
(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/06/more-reasons-for-no-vote.html?showComment0751341068000791,Staffroom Confidential: More reasons for a "no" vote Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Thursday, June 28, 2012 More reasons for a "no" vote Victoria teachers met yesterday to take a look at the tentative agreement. Feelings are mixed. While there is certainly some sense of relief that the concessions are now off the table, there is also a strong concern that the agreement does little to address the concerns of teachers. After the meeting, he GVTA Executive Committee met and decided to recommend a "no" vote in Victoria. This agreement does not address the three issues identified as the highest priorities for Victoria teachers: 1 - class size & composition 2 - salary 3 - preparation time There is little in terms of improvements in this agreement. The compassionate care leave top-up will be accessed by very few teachers. To qualify, you must qualify for EI, which means a doctor must certify that the family member you are caring for is likely to die within six months. The unpaid family leave is already in the Employment Standards Act and is not a new benefit. It is simply being written in to the collective agreement. There are some improvements in benefits. However, the $2.6 million in additional monies for benefits is very little compared to either the $7.5 for CUPE in their negotiations or the $30 million saved by gov't during our three day strike. Finally, while this agreement provides zero and zero for salary, the gov't is currently offering 3 1/2 % over two years to the BCGEU. Having a settlement now will mean teachers will not be in negotiations at the same time as our public sector colleagues this fall. This could present a missed opportunity for joint action to contest the four years of "net zero" mandate while private sector and municipal workers are consistently seeing 2 - 3% annual increases. Some teachers argue that we should simply wait for a change in government. But I don't hear a commitment from the NDP on two important issues: returning class size/composition limits, and ending the "net zero" mandate. I have asked repeatedly for a commitment to these issues, but none has been made. In fact, my most recent question posed to NDP education critic Robin Austin has gone unanswered. I am concerned a "yes" vote gives a win to Christy Clark and tells any future government that if you want to squeeze public education and teachers, simply legislate their rights away and frighten them. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 9:09 AM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 2 comments: René MarcelJune 29, 2012 at 8:53 PM A "yes" vote not only hands the "Lie"berals a false sense of credit for a less-than adequate surprise deal made without our bargaining committee, but, if you actually read the breakdown of this net-zero deal, it appears that some districts in our province who have locally negotiated good benefits will stand to lose some of them!! If I had to grade this recent action by our provincial executive, I would have give a "not yet meeting minimal standards" grade and ask them to focus their priorities carefully. Then again, as one of my colleagues said, perhaps what Susan Lambert said about being bullied into this agreement is code for "vote no". I can sleep for doing just that.ReplyDelete Ian WenigerJune 30, 2012 at 7:53 AM A Yes vote was never about capitulating. Class size was never on the table at all, and Bill 22 made sure of that. I disagree that members with more lucrative benefits will now lose them. The most important thing about the AiC was the removal of the vicious anti-union language. Read more at: http://www.unionbook.org/group/bc-teachers-solidarity-page/forum/topics/better-late-than-never-vote-yes-for-the-aic-so-we-can-take-back Solidarity Ian in East VanReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ▼  June (9) Will the NDP be better for teachers? More reasons for a "no" vote Attn: BCTF - Why I will be voting no School choice and special needs Why did Scott Walker win? Personalized learning, choice, and democracy Solidarity with Quebec students Why seniority matters Is "no zeros" just gaming the stats? ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
(20141003,www.cknw.com,http://www.cknw.com/2014/09/26/two-levels-of-government-fighting-over-teacher-strike-savings/?sc_ref=l.facebook.com,UPDATES: Two levels of government fighting over teacher strike savings | (CKNW AM) AM980 ON AIR NOW 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM The Simi Sara Show Sharing stories that matter to the people of Metro Vancouver. News Sports Crime Blotter BCTF Dispute – CKNW Special Coverage Traffic Talk Schedule The Jon McComb Show The Simi Sara Show The Mike Eckford Show Drex Live TED Radio Hour Reality Check with Bruce Allen Coast to Coast Jessica Gares On Demand Network Replay Canadians Talk: The Oil Sands Specialty Programming Listen Ways to Listen Audio Vault Podcasts Watch CEO Series Videos Young Entrepreneurs Series Videos TED Radio Hour CEO Series CEO Series 2014 Leadership Talks Week 1: What is Leadership? Week 2: The Pursuit – Leadership Development Week 3: Faces of Leadership Week 4: The Future of Leadership – Innovation, Business, Youth Business Young Entrepreneurs Put BC To Work Tax Planning Series MoneyTalks Focus On: Estate Planning Contests Events Concerts Club CKNW’s Game Changers CKNW Orphans Fund CKNW Orphans’ Fund Auction Pink Shirt Day Contact Sign up Log in On Air Now 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM The Simi Sara Show Your program will resume in a few seconds 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM The Simi Sara Show About This Show On Air Now Weather Vancouver, BC, Canada 11°C Cool. Contact Connect Emergency Advertise CKNW Orphans Fund Copyright © 2014. All rights reserved.   UPDATES: Two levels of government fighting over teacher strike savings Vancouver, BC, Canada / (CKNW AM) AM980 Shane Woodford September 26, 2014 09:23 am The Ministry of Education is clawing back money that has in the past gone to school districts after a labour dispute. Vancouver School Board chair Patti Bacchus says the bad news arrived by email. “Telling school districts that the government is intending to reclaim all of the savings from September on.” Bacchus says traditionally school districts keep 20-percent of the strike savings money. As for how much the VSB will lose, “I don’t know off the top of my head. It will be significant. The other piece in there is that we have significant losses because of this strike financially for example we would have normally come out of summer school with some revenue.” She says this is another hit by the province to school boards who have already been stripped bare. Meanwhile Premier Christy Clark has no sympathy for school boards who have been told to return all savings from the teachers’ strike to government. The Premier says all of that money went to BC parents via those 40 dollar child care payments. “They weren’t getting an education for their kids, so we sent the money back to them to spend it as they saw fit, so that’s where, if school districts are looking for that money, it’s in the pockets of moms and dads all across the province.” The government estimated it saved 12 million dollars a day during the strike, and all of that money was returned to parents. The provincial government’s controversial decision to clawback money from school districts after the labour dispute has already drawn the ire of Vancouver School Board chair Patti Bacchus, and now the NDP’s education critic. NDP education critic Rob Fleming pulled no punches though, suggesting Christy Clark’s integrity should be questioned. “She’s broken a promise that was just made, so this is going to take resources out of the classroom, there’s no doubt about that. I think when the government talks about having a collaborative relationship with school districts and then acts like this, it tells you everything you need to know about Christy Clark and what her word is worth.” The amount of money lost is yet to be determined, but normally after labour disputes B-C school districts get to keep 20 per cent of the strike savings. Related Posts Lower Mainland school districts tell parents NOT to send their kids to school during teacher walkouts Another Facebook post by the Premier UPDATED: BCTF President says full-scale strike by teachers is imminent Today’s developments in the teachers dispute UPDATED: BCTF wants Vince Ready to settle contract dispute Teachers, supporters rally outside Fassbender’s constituency office 21 Comments Comments No More Fiberals on Sep 26, 2014 at 09:33 am said: And who’s surprised by this? Of course the fiberals will keep it all, then they can say “the budget is balanced, and aren’t we doing a wonderful job of running the province!” Yes, you are… right into the ground. “And we haven’t had to raise taxes…” (right before the increases to MSP, Ferries, Hydro, ICBC all kick in). They all need to be recalled. Log in to Reply Brian WA on Sep 26, 2014 at 10:03 am said: you lost the last election !! Get over it !! Log in to Reply JohnH_47 on Sep 26, 2014 at 11:36 am said: Yes Dicks blew it. Who do you think would win if there was an election today? Where do you think Christy could win a seat? Right no where in BC! Log in to Reply TherealMark on Sep 26, 2014 at 11:41 am said: Could you come up with a more assinine comment? Log in to Reply Ken280 on Sep 26, 2014 at 12:27 pm said: Recall will come very soon, as the Chinese crews take over the building of LNG, Jobs, Jobs for the world. but not for BC workers. They now have to pay for the cost of doing business, oh! I forgot China will pay all our expenses for the next 15years and help build the LNG plants. Recall is looking very interesting for the last resort! The last election is over, but as Christy Clark was in election mode right out of her office for 2 year before the election writ was dropped(under investigation I might add), so now we will do our own Pre-election right up until 2017 get used to it! Log in to Reply Ron_26 on Sep 26, 2014 at 01:22 pm said: You should just save this comment (fewer typos than usual) so you can paste it in every story that catches your eye. Since you’ve been trying to flog the recall thing for years, it’ll save tons of your time so you can actually give your insight into Patti’s hope of making a some bucks from the teacher strike she so strongly supported. Log in to Reply Stephen on Sep 26, 2014 at 05:03 pm said: And do what? You Leftoids seem to be against everything other than massive taxes, zero support for industry of any kind, zero revenue generation at all. Yet you whine about the need for a multiple number of programs that need massive amounts of money. Clearly Leftoids are a wee bit simplistic in their thinking, and the Dippers under a multiple number of leaders have demonstrated total failure. Log in to Reply Ted on Sep 26, 2014 at 10:16 am said: Clark says it is all about families, yet families are spending hundreds of dollars for school supplies and teachers are doing the same with their own money. One school didn’t even have enough toilet paper! What do you say about that Clark??? Oh I forgot, you don’t care about the public system as you support the private system!!!! Log in to Reply Ron_26 on Sep 26, 2014 at 11:46 am said: Oh brother. You actually believed that toilet paper thing? Log in to Reply Kenneth on Sep 26, 2014 at 11:21 am said: What should happen is shutting down this school board down and merging Vancouver, New Westminster and Burnaby into one! or a Metro Vancouver School Boars this will cut expenses! Log in to Reply Ron_26 on Sep 26, 2014 at 01:24 pm said: Great idea. Log in to Reply Stephen on Sep 26, 2014 at 05:18 pm said: Just get rid of school boards period! Log in to Reply B on Sep 26, 2014 at 11:34 am said: If any reporter can talk to snookums while she is up at the little ski hill having a grand old time on the tax payers money, they can ask her since they saved a ton of money during the teachers strike, when WE THE TAX PAYERS will be getting a rebate on our school tax that we pay with our property tax. Log in to Reply Rod on Sep 26, 2014 at 12:12 pm said: WOW can you define stupid here? The Vancouver area votes heavily NDP and you are constantly bombarded by Patty (can I please please be an NDP Cabinet Minister) Bacchus? If you are a constant thorn in the side of someone do you really think they will shell out money to make your life easier? It seems ridiculous that the Prov. Govt holds all the cards on negotiating with teachers then withholds funds to the School Boards when annual raises come up. Why do we have these Boards at all if they can not control their own finances–Oh Right I forgot teachers and their spouses ran for election as Board members then opened the cupboards, can you spell “conflict” Guess we get what we deserve. Log in to Reply Eb on Sep 26, 2014 at 03:31 pm said: This government just won’t stop finding ways to piss people off. They want $ back from the very school boards they have being treating like dirt for the 2 past years. Quite believable, when one looks at the record. One problem, they want to re-coup the money for the $40/day per kid under 12 and under(might be 11). The school district includes ALL grades, not 2/3 of the classrooms. Actually, this is good. Just another nail in the Liberal Urn, they have surpassed the coffin. Log in to Reply Stephen on Sep 26, 2014 at 04:58 pm said: As far as I am concerned, the entire School Board system should be totally abolished. There is absolutely no need for so called elected folks. VSB Patti Baccchus is nothing more than a political ‘shrill’ from the radical leftish types. Under her reign as VSB political school board type, a massive amount of money has been wasted, lost, or otherwise not accounted. There no need for these political types in our education system. Bacchus and her sense of left wing entitlement is obvious and is not appreciated. Abolish School Boards now. Log in to Reply Mel on Sep 26, 2014 at 05:27 pm said: Was this government up front and clear that the funding for the $40 / day / child would be coming from the $ given to school boards? This is a slap in the face of every parent who has children in the school system. Families get a cheque coming, but now they learn that the money is coming out of the already thinly funded education system that their kids have to endure? Feels like families have been used (guess we shouldn’t be surprised). Log in to Reply William on Sep 26, 2014 at 06:02 pm said: Actually, Mel, the Government made it quite clear that the $40.00 per day would be coming from the 12 million a day saved due to the strike. Now, you can agree or disagree with that maneuver but they did make it clear. Log in to Reply Bob on Sep 26, 2014 at 08:46 pm said: You gotta love it. The Province buys the silence from the Districts with their promise of a 20% savings — money that is desperately needed by the Districts that are chronically underfunded. So, for 18 months — ever since Clark was reelected and launched her all-out attack on teachers — the Districts kept quiet. Not once did they speak up, even though they knew full well the damage that Clark intended to wreak upon public education. Then, once the strike is settled, the Liberals tell the Districts “thanks for not speaking up, but we’re taking all the money back.” It sure would be nice if the Districts could remember this during the next five years and no be so complicit in the death-of-a-1000-knives happening to a fully-funded public education system. Log in to Reply Eb on Sep 26, 2014 at 11:37 pm said: After reviewing all the posts, sure, school boards can and do waste money, but many school boards in this province, overflow with good dedicated people, not there for the $$$. What the comments really blatantly tell me, is the Liberals are in deep doo doo, and getting deeper with their every move. I think, they are in panic mode, with everything within their little kingdom, going down the flu, when it comes to support. They would bode well, to just toss in the towel, call an election, before a total recall, and have another crack at it, WITH a new leader, not a phoney, venomous, grinning,”I’m smart and you’re not” cow at the helm. I am sure many Liberal MLA’s would like to see Snookie’s behind going down the trail. If they themselves are as dedicated as they claim, how could they put up with her, as their leader? Beyond weird to me. Log in to Reply Al on Sep 27, 2014 at 08:46 am said: Doo doo, Cow, Snookie, Really?? I think there are going to be changes by the next election. The one I feel the surest will be the end of the BCTF. Please note the lack of silly name calling in this post. Log in to Reply Leave a Reply Cancel reply You must be logged in to post a comment.   Email * Password * Remember Me Forgot Password? To retrieve your password, enter your email address below and your password will be sent to you. Email *)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=23301,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 23, Number 7, May/June 2011     New online course offerings at UBC Classroom support for high ability The Department of Educational and Counselling Psychology, and Special Education has worked with External Programs and Learning Technology in Education to develop online versions of two courses focused on supporting highly able learners, beginning in September of 2011. The courses have been developed to support teachers throughout the province who wish to increase their expertise and upgrade their qualifications but prefer the flexibility of an online learning environment. EPSE 303 Teaching Highly Able Learners (3 credits) starts in September 2011. It introduces conceptions of intelligence and giftedness and includes a range of topics that help teachers recognize and support learners with a variety of gifts and talents, for example, assessment strategies; giftedness that co-occurs with learning disabilities, ADHD, sensory impairments, or autism spectrum disorders; social and emotional developmental issues such as perfectionism and underachievement; and cultural views of intelligence. EPSE 408 Educational Programming for Highly Able Learners (3 credits) builds on EPSE 303 to consider educational strategies in depth. It starts in January 2012. The course includes topics such as curriculum design, curriculum models, critical thinking, mentorship, design of rubrics appropriate for advanced learners, and evaluation of curriculum units. Throughout the two courses, participants will work on projects to be incorporated into a culminating project—a digital portfolio created to reflect a topic or theme of their choice that will be useful in their own practice. Participants will be supported in developing the form and content for this portfolio. These two courses can help teachers achieve their TQS 5+ and build their expertise in supporting highly able learners in the inclusive classroom. Teachers may combine these courses with other courses in Special Education (e.g., Family-Centred Practice for Children with Special Needs, Assistive Technologies in Special Education) and other related courses (e.g., Supporting Learning in the Kindergarten Year, The Education of Immigrant Students) to meet the TQS requirement for coherence in courses taken towards a TQS 5+). These two courses also contribute to the coursework needed to meet BC Ministry of Education guidelines for competencies for learning support teachers. Who should take these courses? classroom teachers wishing to strengthen their expertise in meeting the exceptional learning needs of students with high ability classroom teachers who wish to assume the role of a learning support teacher learning support teachers who wish to extend and deepen their expertise teachers who wish to transfer credits to a Masters program (maximum 6 credits) teachers who wish to combine these courses with eight other courses to upgrade their certification. Visit eplt.educ.ubc.ca/courses/csha for further information. Dr. Marion Porath, Professor, ECPS, University of BC and Lynn Chartres, District Gifted Learning Resource Teacher, West Vancouver/Sessional Instructor, University of BC.  Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "Eid Mubarak to all those celebrating in BC!" @bcliberals - 06:52pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/SocialJustice.aspx?id=17660,BCTF > Black History Month Fact Sheet  	BCTF Social Justice  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources   For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Social Justice > Issues > Antiracism Black History Month—February. Facts and Resources Facts Every year, Canadians are invited to take part in the festivities and events that honour the legacy of black Canadians, past and present, during Black History Month. This is a time to celebrate the many achievements and contributions of black Canadians who, throughout history, have done so much to make Canada the culturally diverse, compassionate, and prosperous nation we know today. It is also an opportunity for the majority of Canadians to learn about the experiences of black Canadians in our society, and the vital role this community has played throughout our shared history. Despite a presence in Canada that dates back farther than Samuel de Champlain’s first voyage down the St. Lawrence River, people of African descent are often absent from Canadian history books. There is little mention of the fact that slavery once existed in the territory that is now Canada, or that many of the Loyalists who came here after the American Revolution and settled in the Maritimes were black. Few Canadians are aware of the many sacrifices made in wartime by black Canadian soldiers, as far back as the War of 1812. In an attempt to heighten awareness of black history in the United States, historian Carter G. Woodson proposed an observance to honour the accomplishments of black Americans. This led to the establishment of Negro History Week in 1926. Woodson is believed to have chosen February for this observance, because the birthdays of the renowned abolitionist Frederick Douglass (February 14) and former US President Abraham Lincoln (February 12) fall in this month. During the early 1970s, the week became known as Black History Week. It was expanded into Black History Month in 1976. In December 1995, the Parliament of Canada officially recognized February as Black History Month, following a motion introduced by the first black Canadian woman elected to Parliament, the Honourable Jean Augustine, MP for Etobicoke-Lakeshore, who at the time was Parliamentary Secretary to the Prime Minister. The motion was carried unanimously by the House of Commons. Many sites, persons, and events of national significance related to black history have been formally recognized by the Government of Canada as defining important aspects of Canada’s diverse but common heritage and identity. Resources African-American- Zinn Education Project. Teaching Activity PDF by Bill Bigelow. 6pages. A lesson on the countless colonial laws enacted to create division and inequality based on race. This helps students understand the origins of racism in the US and who benefits. Black History Canada  Black History Month. ed elect; educational web resources On Rosa Parks’ 100th Birthday, Recalling Her Rebellious Life Before and After the Montgomery Bus  About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11152,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2002 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 14, Number 5, March 2002 Une langue seconde : un outil indispensable pour notre siècle L’automne dernier, à l’occasion des séances tenues sous l’égide du comité permanent de l’Éducation de la Colombie-Britannique, l’APPIPC, la BCLCA, la BCATML et le CPF ont présenté des mémoires dans lesquels ils revendiquaient l’importance d’offrir des programmes d’apprentissage de langue seconde à tous les élèves de la province. Que ce soit pour des raisons professionnelles, personnelles ou sociales, la connaissance d’une autre langue ne peut qu’enrichir la vie d’une personne. Certes, pouvoir s’exprimer avec confiance dans une autre langue ouvre la porte à un dialogue plus articulé et réfléchi avec son interlocuteur. Mais, de plus, l’apprentissage d’une autre langue et le contact avec sa culture contribue à développer une ouverture d’esprit et une tolérance culturelle, qualités qui ne peuvent qu’abonnir l’entente et la collaboration que l’on souhaite promouvoir entre les divers peuples de notre planète. Les organismes présentateurs ont, en autre, revendiqué l’implantation d’un programme de langue seconde obligatoire de la maternelle à la 12e, démontrant ainsi l’importance d’entreprendre un apprentissage linguistique en bas âge et de le poursuivre pendant plusieurs années. Ils ont recommandé fortement un appui provincial continu aux ententes fédérales-provinciales, la mise en place de bourses de perfectionnement pour le personnel enseignant de français de base ainsi que l’embauche de moniteurs de langues. Tous conscients de la pénurie d’enseignants qui se pointe à l’horizon, les organismes ont plaidé pour une augmentation du nombre de stagiaires dans les programmes de formation des maîtres et pour une campagne de publicité conjointe pour attirer les jeunes vers cette carrière. Sans concertation et action entre les partenaires en éducation, la pénurie d’enseignants en français langue première et seconde menacera l’accès aux programmes de langue et leur qualité. Connaître plus d’une langue, c’est se pourvoir d’un passeport pour la vie. Aider nos jeunes à obtenir ce passeport est une responsabilité que nous, enseignants dans les programmes de langues, assumons avec conviction. Faut-il, toutefois, que toutes les conditions de succès soient en place ! – Paule Desgroseilliers Synopsis A number of PSAs and educational partners presented briefs to the Standing committee on Education in the fall emphasizing the need for compulsory second language training from Grades 1 to 12 and for proactive action with regards the anticipated teacher shortage in French first and second language education. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/SocialJustice.aspx?id=19768&libID=19776&printPage=true,BCTF Status of Women > Workshops  	BCTF Social Justice  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Social Justice > Issues > Status of Women Status of Women Workshops BCTF workshops To request a workshop, please use the Faxback Workshop Request Form . Include alternate dates, if any. You may also contact Michelle Hope in the Training Department at 604-871-1860, or 1-800-663-9163 local 1860. She will determine availability of associates with a geographic match where possible. The specific workshops we offer are: Assertive communication (newly revised) This workshop teaches the key principles of communication that allow people to stand up for themselves in a positive and direct manner. It will develop a better understanding of the differences between passive, aggressive and assertive communication styles and develop skills through a variety of exercises, role playing and practice. Participants will have a chance to plan ways to take this back to their classroom, school and/or local, and use it in their personal life.   Resisting normalized sexual violence against youth (new) School hallways, walks to and from school and social events, and youth gatherings can be intimidating and overwhelming to female students as they may feel vulnerable to sexual bullying, harassment, and assault. The workshop will explore how to name and address some of the behaviours leading to this normalized culture of sexual violence. It will include information on the statistics of sexual harassment, definitions on the types and forms of sexual harassment and assault, and applicable laws. As well, teachers will learn strategies on how to identify, respond, and address sexual violence and prepare their students to also do so.   Thirsty for change: The global water crisis (new) This new workshop looks at the issue of water, locally and globally, with a particular focus on the dwindling supply of free, safe, public drinking water, and the subsequent impact especially on women and children. This workshop will bring together aspects of the issue from a social justice and global education perspective. Strategies will help teachers link this topic to curriculum, such as Social Justice 12, social studies, science, and, as part of their social responsibility goals. Lesson plans for annual events such as Earth Day and Rivers Day, as well as how to carry out a social justice project such as the Council of Canadian’s Blue Communities campaign will be included. Other workshops Human trafficking The purpose of this workshop is to highlight the implications of legalizing prostitution and to examine the relationship of legalization to the sexual exploitation and trafficking of women and children around the world. Contact sruzic@bctf.ca. We Can End Violence Against Women The international We Can End Violence Against Women campaign works to achieve a fundamental shift in attitudes, beliefs and practices that support violence against women. This workshop guides people to work through issues of women's rights, gender equality and global social justice, and challenges them to reflect on the different ways violence against women could/has affect(ed) their own lives and communities and then take action. Contact info@wecanbc.ca. Women and climate change  An Oxfam workshop for teachers and students. Contact miriamp@oxfam.ca.  )
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Touring a natural gas drilling rig with @MLA Mike Bernier, and Brian from EnCana http://t.co/AifdJ4H07b" @Teresa_Wat - 06:01pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/blogs/research.aspx?id=23817&blogid=7524,BCTF Blogs > Research  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources Home > Social Media > Research Blog Search this blog: BCTF Information Services—Research & Reports Provides summaries and links to new reports and studies in the fields of education, labour, and social sciences. More from Michigan Permanent link   All Posts A few days ago, this letter from Michigan activist Dan Quinn was posted on public school teacher Fred Klonsky's blog: Dispatch from Michigan: Urgent. 'All hell is breaking out here.' In it, Quinn describes the increasingly dire situation facing Michigan public school teachers. He writes, As you already know, Michigan has been under assault all year long. It began with the passage of the Emergency Financial Manager package, continued with the taxing of pensions for retirees, and culminated in the defunding of almost a billion dollars of education funding from K-12 schools; in exchange for $1.8 billion in corporate tax cuts. . . This summer we also saw the attacks intensify with a tenure 'reform' package that eliminated due process and just cause for dismissals, eliminated seniority, added a list of prohibited subjects of bargaining, and imposed an evaluation system that will require 50% of a teacher's evaluation be based on test scores. . . . And last week, the Governor signed Senate Bill 7 which requires all education professionals and municipal employees to pay 20% of their health care, regardless of income or previous concessions to keep health care for members. Eventually, health care will cost some support professionals more than they take home in salary. Insane! The attacks on public education intensified this week with yet another package of bills designed to erode democratically elected school boards, increase privatization, and destroy collective bargaining rights for workers. The package of bills unleashed this week will do the following: allow for the privatization of all educators, removes the 150 charter school cap, allows community colleges to charter in Detroit, expands 'cyber' schools and seat time requirements for students, creates and defines 'conversion' charter schools (parents can petition for their school to be a charter school), expands the list of services that public schools can provide to parochial schools, and expands schools of choice. In addition there are bills that were introduced this week which prohibit districts from deduction of union dues, and that create a third tier of retirement where new hires will only be allowed to be part of a defined contribution plan (eliminating pensions from employees hired after July 2011). . . . And on Thursday, it was reported that Senate Majority Leader Randy Richardville plans to introduce something called 'Right to Teach' which is a right to work law aimed just at teachers. A "right to teach" law would make teacher membership in the Michigan Education Association voluntary rather than mandatory. No bill has been proposed yet, but one is expected this fall. Senate Majority Leader Randy Richardville also supports pending legislation that would prohibit school districts from taking union dues out of teacher paychecks. The Michigan state House of Representatives passed a comparable bill today on a 55-53 vote; it now heads to the state Senate. Richardville has commented on what he terms "Freedom to Teach" legislation on his website. Money going to union dues, he argues, "belongs to the teacher that earned it. It is up to them to contribute based on personal choice, not because the school district extracts it from paychecks and deposits it in the hands of the union bosses." He then goes on to acknowledge the sacrifices that teachers in Michigan have recently been forced to make - "salary reductions, concessions, paying more in health care costs, and in some cases, lay-offs." These changes (all of which have come at the hands of Republican legislators) embolden Richardville to claim that this new proposal will benefit teachers by making sure that they get to keep more of their salary. Furthermore, he argues that this rather unabashed attempt at union-busting "is truly a reform to help middle-class families keep more of their hard-earned money." The Michigan Education Association has posted a response to Richardville's position on their website. MEA President Steven Cook states, "That any lawmaker would so willfully use their power to attack a group of people for exercising their constitutional rights to free speech and participation in the democratic process is unconscionable." In his September 9th "Weekly Message," Cook outlines the raft of education reform legislation recently proposed by the state Senate, and responds to Richardville's stance on "right to teach." Last Edited by BCTF Info. Services at 15/09/2011 4:16 PM Leave a comment Name * Email * Homepage Comment << September 2014 >> Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat   1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30         Blogroll On Education: Schools for a Civil Society B.C. Education Report (Tracy Sherlock, Vancouver Sun) The Hook/Education Teacher Solidarity UBC Educational Studies blog Where the Blog has No Name Archive April 2014 March 2014 January 2014 December 2013 November 2013 October 2013 September 2013 August 2013 June 2013 May 2013 April 2013 March 2013 December 2012 September 2012 August 2012 November 2011 September 2011 April 2011 March 2011 February 2011 January 2011 December 2010 November 2010 October 2010 September 2010 August 2010 July 2010 June 2010 May 2010 April 2010 March 2010 January 2010 December 2009 November 2009 October 2009 September 2009 Subjects Education Labour Social Sciences Recent Posts Recent Additions to the Information Services Research Files - April 2014 Recent Additions to the Information Services Research Files - March 2014 Recent Additions to the Information Services Research Files - February 2014 Recent Additions to the Information Services Research Files - January 2014 Recent Additions to the Information Services Research Files - December 2013 If you are experiencing technical difficulties, please contact the webmanager@bctf.ca. About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141007,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/blogs/research.aspx?id=21372&blogid=7524,BCTF Blogs > Research  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources Home > Social Media > Research Blog Search this blog: BCTF Information Services—Research & Reports Provides summaries and links to new reports and studies in the fields of education, labour, and social sciences. New Reports on Charter Schools in the U.S. Permanent link   All Posts The Evaluation of Charter School Impacts: Final Report  Philip Gleason, Melissa Clark, Christina Clark Tuttle, and Emily Dwoyer Washington, DC: National Center for Education Evaluation and Regional Assistance, Institute of Education Sciences, U.S. Department of Education; June 2010 This study finds that charter middle schools are neither more nor less successful than traditional public schools in improving student achievement. Other findings: • Study charter schools were more effective for lower income and lower achieving students and less effective for higher income and higher achieving students. In addition, charter schools in large urban areas had positive impacts on students’ achievement in math; those outside these large urban areas had negative impacts on achievement. • Study charter schools did not significantly affect most of the other outcomes examined, including attendance, student behavior, and survey-based measures of student effort in school. • These charter schools did positively affect levels of satisfaction with school among both students and their parents. The National Study of Charter Management Organization (CMO) Effectiveness: Report on Interim Findings Robin Lake, Brianna Dusseault, Melissa Bowen, Allison Demeritt, and Paul Hill Mathematica Policy Research and the University of Washington’s Center on Reinventing Public Education; June 2010 Press release Full report  Charter management organizations are nonprofits that aim to promote the replication of high-performing charter schools.  According to the press release, “the interim report finds that CMOs place great emphasis on teacher accountability and student achievement: they focus intensely on the schools they oversee, make extensive use of data on student and school performance, emphasize continuous academic improvement, and are more likely than school districts to pay teachers for performance. CMOs also offer significantly more time in their school day and year than the average school in the U.S.”  The report notes a number of areas in which CMOs have problems as they continue to grow in size. Equal or Fair? A Study of Revenues and Expenditures in American Charter Schools Gary Miron and Jessica L. Urschel Education Policy Research Unit & Education and the Public Interest Center June 2010 Last Edited by BCTF Info. Services at 16/07/2010 3:10 PM Leave a comment Name * Email * Homepage Comment << October 2014 >> Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat       1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31   Blogroll On Education: Schools for a Civil Society B.C. Education Report (Tracy Sherlock, Vancouver Sun) The Hook/Education Teacher Solidarity UBC Educational Studies blog Where the Blog has No Name Archive April 2014 March 2014 January 2014 December 2013 November 2013 October 2013 September 2013 August 2013 June 2013 May 2013 April 2013 March 2013 December 2012 September 2012 August 2012 November 2011 September 2011 April 2011 March 2011 February 2011 January 2011 December 2010 November 2010 October 2010 September 2010 August 2010 July 2010 June 2010 May 2010 April 2010 March 2010 January 2010 December 2009 November 2009 October 2009 September 2009 Subjects Education Labour Social Sciences Recent Posts Recent Additions to the Information Services Research Files - April 2014 Recent Additions to the Information Services Research Files - March 2014 Recent Additions to the Information Services Research Files - February 2014 Recent Additions to the Information Services Research Files - January 2014 Recent Additions to the Information Services Research Files - December 2013 If you are experiencing technical difficulties, please contact the webmanager@bctf.ca. About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13500,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 20, Number 1, September 2007 Bill 20 School (Student Achievement Enabling) Amendment Act By Diane MacDonald The focus of Bill 20 is on student achievement. The ministry now provides direct oversight over achievement, whereas formerly it just had direct oversight over financial concerns of boards. And the preamble to the School Act is amended to include an emphasis on literacy. The bill also reinstates certain legal fees following from the BC Supreme Court ruling, in Young vs. Ministry of Education from 2006. The bill starts by amending the School Act to remove the term "school boards" and replace it with "boards of education." School trustees remain. Achievement contracts The bill provides for achievement contracts, which replace the former accountability contracts, and boards must prepare achievement contracts setting specific goals with respect to student performance, early learning, and literacy programs in the district. All boards have until October 31, to submit a transitional achievement contract this year. They will then be required to submit a formal achievement contract July 15, 2008. The district superintendent is responsible to the board for improving student achievement. On or before December 15 of this school year, the superintendent must prepare and submit to the board a report on student achievement for the previous year. The board must prepare an annual achievement report for the minister, which must also be available to members of the public. Achievement contracts are enforceable through administrative directives. Boards must now prepare annual district literacy plans on or before July 15, setting out the plan for improving literacy in the district. The board must provide an opportunity to persons in the district who have an interest in literacy to provide a comment on the proposed plan. A transitional district literacy plan must be included with the transitional achievement contract on October 31, 2007. Superintendents of achievement The bill creates one or more superintendents of achievement to review student performance, early learning programs, and district literacy, and they must make recommendations for the improvement of each. The new superintendents allow for government oversight over the achievement contracts. Superintendents of achievement have broad powers of inspectionthey may enter schools, inspect the records, interview employees and students, and attend any board meeting. Boards must co-operate and provide records for the superintendents. The superintendents of achievement may make recommendations for improvements to the board and, on request from the minister, report his or her findings on achievement. The bill authorizes the minister to impose administrative directives on a board that fails to meet its obligations under an achievement contract, or if the minister believes that a directive is in the public interest. Special trustee The bill also provides for the appointment of a special trustee if a board does not comply with an administrative directive. Parental appeal The bill provides for the ability for parents who are dissatisfied with the board ruling, such as the educational placement of a student or a suspension of a student, to appeal to the superintendent of achievement. This appeal constitutes a new hearing. School fees, special academy The bill also reinstates certain school fees. The general requirements for graduation must still be provided free of charge to all students; however, as long as a board adopts a policy to ensure that students who cannot pay the fees due to financial hardship are eligible to participate, a board may offer specialty academy programs if the school planning council, where the program is housed, approves the academy. The school planning council must consult with the PAC before approving such an academy, and the board must also determine that there is sufficient demand for the academy. An academy is really a specialized educational program that emphasizes a particular sport, activity, or subject area. Cabinet may make regulations prescribing the precise criteria for specialty academies. On or before July 1, a specialty academy must establish a schedule of fees to be charged. However, it must first obtain the approval of those fees from the school planning council. A board may only charge fees relating to the cost of the academy that are above and beyond the cost of providing a standard educational program. As long as a board adopts a policy to ensure that students who cannot pay the fees are eligible to participate, a board may also charge fees for the purchase or rental of tools, equipment, and other materials necessary to participate in a trades program and, similarly, fees may be charged to purchase or rent musical equipment necessary to participate in a music class or program. The proposed amendments do not change the BC Supreme Court ruling in Young vs Ministry of Educationthat course fees and fees for most field trips, fees for required materials and supplies, and so forth, may not be charged. However, there are a number of questions regarding interpretation of these new school fees. Lastly, this piece of legislation increases the capacity for the minister to create provincial resource programs in provincial schools. These programs will be operated directly by the ministry rather than the school district, and there is no longer the requirement that these programs or schools provide specialized types of education. Diane MacDonald is a BCTF staff lawyer. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/blogs/research.aspx?id=27758&blogid=7524,BCTF Blogs > Research  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources Home > Social Media > Research Blog Search this blog: BCTF Information Services—Research & Reports Provides summaries and links to new reports and studies in the fields of education, labour, and social sciences. 2012 Teacher Bargaining in Ontario - A Summary Permanent link   All Posts Collective bargaining is not going well for public school teachers in Ontario. In a scenario that BC educators can surely sympathize with, they face legislation that will freeze wages, cut benefits, and limit collective bargaining rights. On August 16th, Susan Lambert shared the BCTF's recent collective bargaining experiences with delgates at OSSTF's leadership conference - that video can be found here. What follows is a summary of teacher bargaining as it has unfolded in Ontario since February. February Ontario is facing a $15.3-billion deficit and McGuinty’s Liberal government is taking a hard line on public sector bargaining. Teachers’ four-year contracts expire the end of August. The government wants deals before they expire. In return for maintaining full-day Kindergarten, elementary class sizes, and prep time, the Liberals are asking the teacher unions to take a two-year salary freeze, to have no movement within the existing salary grid, and to put an end to retirement payouts for unused sick days. The government intends on not just freezing the grid but “fixing it for the long term”. If they don’t agree, the gains negotiated previously are at risk. The government’s framework includes no increases to provincial pension contributions which could result in rolled-back benefits to avoid increased contributions by teachers. ETFO President Sam Hammond attended a preliminary meeting to begin contract talks and instead encountered James Farley, a retired judge hired by the government, who tabled the government’s proposal. ETFO called the offer “offensive” and declined to participate in talks scheduled for March. OSSTF denounced the offer as “unacceptable” and “an unprecedented attack on members’ rights”. March Finance Minister Dwight Duncan tabled the provincial budget and warned public sector unions that he would resort to legislation if workers who bargain collectively do not voluntarily agree to two-year wage freezes. April The Liberals warned ETFO that they risk losing smaller class sizes and extra prep time if they do not return to the bargaining table. According to the education minister, Laurel Broten, ETFO refused repeated requests to discuss the government’s proposals. Other unions were at the table. One day before ETFO was expected to announce that it intended to negotiate locally with school boards, the education minister sent a letter to all school board chairs reminding them that the gains teachers won in 2005 and 2008 resulted from bargaining at the provincial table. It was intended to discourage boards from engaging in contract talks with teacher unions. Sam Hammond said that ETFO will defy the minister and negotiate with individual school boards instead of with the government at the provincial table. In mid-April, OSSTF filed a legal challenge with the Ontario Labour Relations Board against the Liberal government for its approach to bargaining. They ultimately joined ETFO in abandoning bargaining talks with the government, after two days of fruitless discussions. OSSTF’s proposal included a two-year wage freeze and a plan to encourage older teachers to retire; however, it did not include anything about the salary grid or sick days, and the government found the proposal unacceptable. OSSTF president Ken Coran indicated that his union would, like ETFO, negotiate with individual school boards. July In a surprise move at the beginning of the month, OECTA broke ranks with other teachers’ unions and signed a deal directly with the provincial government. Past agreements had typically been brokered between individual Catholic school boards and the unions, but five months of talks with trustees went nowhere. Ultimately, after the trustees walked away from the table, OECTA felt that their best chance for a reasonable deal was to negotiate with the government alone. The deal would give OECTA members a two-year pay freeze, three unpaid professional development days, fewer sick days, and prevent them from banking unused sick days. Because the agreement is a memorandum of understanding between OECTA and the Ministry of Education, not a collective agreement, OECTA members did not vote; instead, the agreement was ratified by the OECTA Provincial Executive. Education Minister Broten called the deal a “road map” for bargaining with other teacher groups. Ken Coran announced at a press conference that, “The deal may be good enough for OECTA members, but it is not good enough for OSSTF/FEESO members.” Towards the end of the month, assistant deputy minister of education Gabriel Sékaly sent a memo to Ontario school boards directing them to reach a deal with the teachers’ unions before the start of the new school year, and to work within the contract framework established by the Ministry of Education and OECTA. The memo implies that, should a board fail to do so, they could face a provincial takeover. August Premier Dalton McGuinty threatened to recall the legislature early in an effort to pre-empt teacher job action at the beginning of the new school year, should teachers and school boards not reach agreements voluntarily by the end of August. Educators are accusing McGuinty of unnecessarily worrying parents and misleading voters in order to shore up support for legislation; OSSTF president Ken Coran has stated that, “We have no plans to take any strike action at the start of the school year.” Greg Pietersma, chairman of the Upper Canada District School Board, is quoted as saying, “I can categorically state that students will show up to school on Sept. 4 and there is no union, no local, no school board in a position to either lock out or go on strike.” On August 9th, the Minister of Education announced a Memorandum of Understanding with AEFO, the francophone teachers’ union. The agreement is very similar to the OECTA MOU, and includes a two-year wage freeze. However, a number of English Catholic and francophone school boards, upset at having been cut out of the bargaining process and concerned about a loss of management rights, have rejected the tentative deals that the government reached with OECTA and AEFO and have applied for conciliation. A conciliator will determine whether a settlement can be reached with the boards, though the odds of this happening are thought to be slim. If the conciliator does not succeed, the school boards and the teachers’ unions will have the option of a strike or a lockout. A survey released by ETFO on August 14th shows that 77% of the 1,000 Ontarians polled believe that the government should negotiate to reach a mutual agreement with teachers, while only 19% believe that legislation should be imposed. The Liberals' draft legislation was announced on August 16th. Last Edited by BCTF Info. Services at 21/08/2012 4:02 PM Leave a comment Name * Email * Homepage Comment << September 2014 >> Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat   1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30         Blogroll On Education: Schools for a Civil Society B.C. Education Report (Tracy Sherlock, Vancouver Sun) The Hook/Education Teacher Solidarity UBC Educational Studies blog Where the Blog has No Name Archive April 2014 March 2014 January 2014 December 2013 November 2013 October 2013 September 2013 August 2013 June 2013 May 2013 April 2013 March 2013 December 2012 September 2012 August 2012 November 2011 September 2011 April 2011 March 2011 February 2011 January 2011 December 2010 November 2010 October 2010 September 2010 August 2010 July 2010 June 2010 May 2010 April 2010 March 2010 January 2010 December 2009 November 2009 October 2009 September 2009 Subjects Education Labour Social Sciences Recent Posts Recent Additions to the Information Services Research Files - April 2014 Recent Additions to the Information Services Research Files - March 2014 Recent Additions to the Information Services Research Files - February 2014 Recent Additions to the Information Services Research Files - January 2014 Recent Additions to the Information Services Research Files - December 2013 If you are experiencing technical difficulties, please contact the webmanager@bctf.ca. About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/IntlSolidarity.aspx?id=32316&printPage=true,BCTF International Solidarity > Colombia: Pedagogical Circles Carried Out by FECODE, the Teachers’ Union in Colombia  	BCTF International Solidarity  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Social Justice > Programs and Workshops > International Solidarity > Professional Development Colombia: Pedagogical Circles Carried Out by FECODE, the Teachers’ Union in Colombia   Teachers in Colombia work in a social environment of violence directed at teachers and, in particular, at those who are union leaders and activists. Hundreds have been killed over the last two decades, and 12 in 2013 alone.   Despite this context, a “Pedagogical Movement” has been a part of FECODE’s activities for more than 30 years. A new element of the movement is bringing teachers together to engage in inquiry and reflection on practice. This project has funding from the BCTF International Solidarity Fund as well as from the Ontario Secondary School Teachers’ Federation and the CSQ, the teachers’ union central in Quebec. Cordoba, Colombia: A dangerous place to be a union leader by Irene Lanzinger Teaching is a dangerous profession in Colombia by Jacqui Birchall)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=10136,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 5, April 2003 Girls who rock the world! by Joanne Dueck While outside temperatures were dipping to record lows on Saturday, March 8, inside at the Dawson Creek Public Health Unit, things were definitely beginning to warm up. It was International Women’s Day and Dawson Creek’s 4th annual Girls’ Day Conference. The Girls’ Day Conference in Dawson Creek has become an annual event that celebrates being a girl with unique traits in the 21st century. The day is a celebration of individuality and inner strength. Grade 6 girls meet and speak with Grade 12 mentors, girls who’ve been there (peer pressure, media pressure, academic pressure, decisions, decisions, etc.) so recently themselves. Girls can talk with others and prepare to leave their elementary-school niche and leap into middle-school life. Undoubtedly, the reassurance and advice of the Grade 12 volunteers is appreciated by the younger participants. The day’s activities focussed on resilience, famous girls who rocked the world despite adverse conditions, coping with grief and loss, combatting negative self-talk or the grungies, and body image. The main goal of the day is to help each girl celebrate herself and to appreciate others. Some of the ways this year’s participants predicted that they will rock the world: act in movies be a good role model be a nice person be a veterinarian become a Girls’-Day leader become a great artist become a nurse become a singer become a teacher become a volunteer find a cure for multiple sclerosis and help people like my mom help older people be happy help people in need maintain world peace and stop wars make the world a better place by being a great citizen save human lives save the lives of animals stop racism stop war. Our Grade 12 volunteers from South Peace Secondary were excellent role models and mentors for the Grade 6 girls. They provided energizers and were discussion leaders. We hope that September’s activities and classes at Central Middle School will bring some of these girls together again! Interested volunteers, along with very generous community support, have made the day possible. The Rotary Club of Dawson Creek has continued to provide for our nutritional needs on the day of the conference. As well, Sharon Smith, of Rainbow Studios, has given generously of her time, expertise, and supplies. Each of the participants receives a photographic portrait taken on the day of the conference. Supplies for our craft activity came from a local car dealership. The use of the Public Health Unit conference rooms is much appreciated. The Girls’ Day Committee is made up of Peace Country women who have a special place in their hearts for adolescent girls and their safe and happy transition to adulthood. Beverley Dunsmore, Joanne Dueck, Sue Haddow, Tabitha Logan, Amy MacDonald, Judi McGowan, Kay Moody, and Desiree Tucker, were this year’s committee members. Thank you, School District 59! The t-shirts produced by the entrepreneurship program and media arts programs, which each of the Grade 6 girls received, are wonderful. Joanne Dueck teaches at Parkhill Elementary School, Dawson Creek. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/contacts.cfm?page=presidents&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true,BCTF Contacts Home E-mail Lists Links A to Z Index Contact Us Help SITE SEARCH Quick Links BCTF formsBCTF NewsFrançaisLabour linksPensionsTeacher NewsmagazineTeaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Contact Us > Local Presidents Local Presidents and Contact Information Sorted by local number. Click here for sort by local name. *Sublocal       O: Office   OF: Office Fax 1 Fernie District Teachers' Association Christina Smith Box 10 Fernie, BC  V0B 1M0 O: 250-423-3333 OF: 250-423-6134 lp01@bctf.ca 2 Cranbrook District Teachers' Association Shelley Balfour 304-105 9th Avenue South Cranbrook, BC  V1C 2M1 O: 250-489-3717 OF: 250-489-3727 lp02@bctf.ca 3 Kimberley Teachers' Association Sally Struthers 201-144 Deer Park Avenue Kimberley, BC  V1A 2J4 O: 250-432-9729 OF: N/A lp03@bctf.ca 4 Windermere Teachers' Association Doug Murray Box 478 Invermere, BC  V0A 1K0 O: 250-341-5158 OF: N/A lp04@bctf.ca 7 Nelson District Teachers' Association Paul Boscariol PO Box 1012 Nelson, BC  V1L 6A5 O: 250-354-4142 OF: 250-354-1558 lp07@bctf.ca 10 Arrow Lakes Teachers' Association Ric Bardati Box 422 New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0 O: 250-265-7062 OF: N/A lp10@bctf.ca 17 Princeton District Teachers' Union Robert Tarswell Box 1019 Princeton, BC  V0X 1W0 O: 250-295-6684 OF: 250-295-6684 lp17@bctf.ca 18 Golden Teachers' Association Mike Archibald Box 430 Golden, BC  V0A 1H0 O: 250-344-5885 OF: 250-344-5890 lp18@bctf.ca 19 Revelstoke Teachers' Association Jennifer Wolney Box 72 Revelstoke, BC  V0E 2S0 O: 250-837-2255 OF: 250-837-2255 lp19@bctf.ca 20 Kootenay Columbia Teachers' Union Andy Davidoff 1657 Hwy 3A Castlegar, BC  V1N 4N5 O: 250-364-1740 OF: 250-364-1750 lp20@bctf.ca 22 Vernon Teachers' Association Heather Malcolm 4004 31st Street Vernon, BC  V1T 5J6 O: 250-542-0456 OF: 250-542-0564 lp22@bctf.ca 23 Central Okanagan Teachers' Association Susan Bauhart 210-1751 Harvey Avenue Kelowna, BC  V1Y 6G4 O: 250-860-3866 OF: 250-862-3024 lp23@bctf.ca 27 Cariboo-Chilcotin Teachers' Association Murray Helmer 124D North 2nd Avenue Williams Lake, BC  V2G 1Z6 O: 250-398-7221 OF: 250-398-5913 lp27@bctf.ca 28 Quesnel District Teachers' Association Lisa Kishkan Box 4643 Quesnel, BC  V2J 3J8 O: 250-992-3737 OF: 250-992-3638 lp28@bctf.ca 31 Nicola Valley Teachers' Union Peter Vogt Box 849 Merritt, BC  V1K 1B8 O: 250-378-5060 OF: 250-378-5060 lp31@bctf.ca 33 Chilliwack Teachers' Association Clint Johnston 203-45970 Airport Road Chilliwack, BC  V2P 1A2 O: 604-792-9233 OF: 604-792-9389 lp33@bctf.ca 34 Abbotsford District Teachers' Association Doug Smuland 2570 Cyril Street Abbotsford, BC  V2S 2G2 O: 604-854-1946 OF: 604-850-5100 lp34@bctf.ca 35 Langley Teachers' Association Gail Chaddock Costello 100-5786 Glover Road Langley, BC  V3A 4H9 O: 604-533-1618 OF: 604-533-1400 lp35@bctf.ca 36 Surrey Teachers' Association Jennifer Wadge 201-9030 King George Boulevard Surrey, BC  V3V 7Y3 O: 604-594-5353 OF: 604-594-5176 lp36@bctf.ca 37 Delta Teachers' Association Paul Steer 110-4977 Trenant St Delta, BC  V4K 2K5 O: 604-946-0391 OF: 604-946-1629 lp37@bctf.ca 38 Richmond Teachers' Association Al Klassen 210-7360 Westminster Hwy Richmond, BC  V6X 1A1 O: 604-278-2539 OF: 604-278-4320 lp38@bctf.ca 392 Vancouver Secondary Teachers' Association Debbie Pawluk 2915 Commercial Drive Vancouver, BC  V5N 4C8 O: 604-873-5570 OF: 604-873-3916 lp392@bctf.ca 391 Vancouver Elementary School Teachers' Association Dan Graves 2915 Commercial Dr Vancouver, BC  V5N 4C8 O: 604-873-8378 OF: 604-873-2652 lp391@bctf.ca 40 New Westminster Teachers' Union Grant Osborne 607 Columbia St New Westminster, BC  V3M 1A7 O: 604-526-8990 OF: 604-526-8912 lp40@bctf.ca 41 Burnaby Teachers' Association Rae Figursky 115-3993 Henning Drive Burnaby, BC  V5C 6P7 O: 604 294-8141 OF: 604 294-9846 lp41@bctf.ca 42 Maple Ridge Teachers' Association George Serra 11771 Fraser Street Maple Ridge, BC  V2X 6C6 O: 604-467-2111 OF: 604-467-0815 lp42@bctf.ca 43 Coquitlam Teachers' Association Charley King 208-2502 St. Johns Street Port Moody, BC  V3H 2B4 O: 604-936-9971 OF: 604-936-7515 lp43@bctf.ca 44 North Vancouver Teachers' Association Carolyn Pena 100 - 133 West 17th Street North Vancouver, BC  V7M 1V5 O: 604 988-3224 OF: 604 980-8092 lp44@bctf.ca 45 West Vancouver Teachers' Association Rob Millard 4915 Marine Drive West Vancouver, BC  V7W 2P5 O: 604-926-1617 OF: 604-926-1119 lp45@bctf.ca 46 Sunshine Coast Teachers' Association Louise Herle Box 951 Sechelt, BC  V0N 3A0 O: 604-885-7944 OF: 604-885-9837 lp46@bctf.ca 47 Powell River District Teachers' Association Cathy Fisher 201-4400 Marine Avenue Powell River, BC  V8A 2K1 O: 604-485-5212 OF: 604-485-2882 lp47@bctf.ca 48 Sea to Sky Teachers' Association Carl Walker 104-40775 Tantalus Rd Squamish, BC  V8B 0N2 O: 604-892-3056 OF: 604-892-2296 lp48@bctf.ca 49 Central Coast Teachers' Association Marc Hedges Box 253 Hagensborg, BC  V0T 1H0 O: 250-982-2354 OF: 250-982-2354 lp49@bctf.ca 50 Haida Gwaii Teachers' Association Jennifer Jury c/o PO Box 325 Queen Charlotte City, BC  V0T 1S0 O: 250-637-1805 OF: N/A lp50@bctf.ca 51 Boundary District Teachers' Association Norm Sabourin Box 634, 1815D Central Ave Grand Forks, BC  V0H 1H0 O: 250-442-3330 OF: N/A lp51@bctf.ca 52 Prince Rupert District Teachers' Union Kathy Murphy c/o Fisherman's Hall, 869 Fraser Street Prince Rupert, BC  V8J 1R1 O: 250-627-1700 OF: 250-624-6784 lp52@bctf.ca 53 South Okanagan Similkameen Teachers' Union Sylvia Slater Box 1586 Oliver, BC  V0H 1T0 O: 250-498-2255 OF: N/A lp53@bctf.ca 54 Bulkley Valley Teachers' Union Ilona Weiss PO Box 2137, 3772 C 1st Ave Smithers, BC  V0J 2N0 O: 250-847-3127 OF: 250-847-3123 lp54@bctf.ca 55 Burns Lake District Teachers' Union Kathryn Warren Box 464 Burns Lake, BC  V0J 1E0 O: 250-692-7932 OF: 250-692-7597 lp55@bctf.ca 56 Nechako Teachers' Union Thomas Thalheimer Box 978 Vanderhoof, BC  V0J 3A0 O: 250-567-5040 OF: 250-567-5060 lp56@bctf.ca 571 Prince George District Teachers' Association Tina Cousins 101-1968 Queensway Prince George, BC  V2L 1M2 O: 250-562-7214 OF: 250-562-5743 lp571@bctf.ca 572 Mackenzie Teachers' Association* Shannon Pride Box 1836 Mackenzie, BC  V0J 2C0 O: 250-997-6340 OF: N/A lp572@bctf.ca 573 McBride-Valemount Teachers' Association* Jennifer L'Arrivee 2265 Red Tail Road Mcbride, BC  V0J 2E0 O: 250-569-2295 OF: N/A lp573@bctf.ca 591 Peace River South Teachers' Association Lorraine MacKay Box 145 Dawson Creek, BC  V1G 4G3 O: 250-782-1284 OF: 250-782-1280 lp591@bctf.ca 592 Chetwynd Teachers' Association* Leanne Robertson Box 2665 Chetwynd, BC  V0C 1J0 O: 250-788-2267 OF: 250-788-9729 lp592@bctf.ca 593 Tumbler Ridge Teachers' Association* Karen Edwards 127 Gwillim Crescent, Box 1003 Tumbler Ridge, BC  V0C 2W0 O: 250-242-5281 OF: 250-242-5785 lp593@bctf.ca 60 Peace River North Teachers' Association Michele Wiebe Box 6057 Fort St John, BC  V1J 4H6 O: 250-785-8881 OF: 250-785-8881 lp60@bctf.ca 61 Greater Victoria Teachers' Association Bénula Larsen 965 Alston Street Victoria, BC  V9A 3S5 O: 250-595-0181 OF: 250-595-0189 lp61@bctf.ca 62 Sooke Teachers' Association Ian Johnson 201-716 Goldstream Avenue Victoria, BC  V9B 2X3 O: 250-474-3181 OF: 250-474-5555 lp62@bctf.ca 63 Saanich Teachers' Association Mark Skanks 6843 Central Saanich Road Saanichton, BC  V8Z 5V4 O: 778-426-1426 OF: 778-426-0716 lp63@bctf.ca 64 Gulf Islands Teachers' Association Deborah Nostdal Box 537 Salt Spring Island, BC  V8K 2W2 O: 250-537-4990 OF: 250-537-4990 lp64@bctf.ca 65 Cowichan District Teachers' Association Naomi Nilsson 201-394 Duncan Street Duncan, BC  V9L 3W4 O: 250-748-2251 OF: 250-748-5243 lp65@bctf.ca 66 Lake Cowichan Teachers' Association Chris Rolls 5610 West Riverbottom Rd Duncan, BC  V9L 6H9 O: 250-748-0011 OF: N/A lp66@bctf.ca 67 Okanagan Skaha Teachers' Union Leslea Woodward 697 Martin Street Penticton, BC  V2A 5L5 O: 250-492-4915 OF: 250-492-5540 lp67@bctf.ca 68 Nanaimo District Teachers' Association Mike Ball 3137 Barons Road Nanaimo, BC  V9T 5W5 O: 250-756-1237 OF: 250-756-0188 lp68@bctf.ca 69 Mount Arrowsmith Teachers' Association Debbie Morran Box 1286 Parksville, BC  V9P 2H3 O: 250-248-3496 OF: 250-248-3440 lp69@bctf.ca 701 Alberni District Teachers' Union Ken Zydyk 4913 Argyle Street Port Alberni, BC  V9Y 1V6 O: 250-724-5021 OF: 250-724-0442 lp701@bctf.ca 71 Comox District Teachers' Association Nick Moore 491 4th Street Ste. C Courtenay, BC  V9N 1G9 O: 250-338-1461 OF: 250-338-1657 lp71@bctf.ca 72 Campbell River District Teachers' Association Dave Harper 202-871 Island Hwy Campbell River, BC  V9W 2C2 O: 250-286-1663 OF: 250-286-1679 lp72@bctf.ca 73 Kamloops Thompson Teachers' Association David Komljenovic 202/204-1157 12th Street Kamloops, BC  V2B 7L2 O: 250-554-1223 OF: 250-554-1311 lp73@bctf.ca 74 Gold Trail Teachers' Association Cameron Rittinger Box 1437 Ashcroft, BC  V0K 1A0 O: 250-453-2696 OF: 250-453-2696 lp74@bctf.ca 75 Mission Teachers' Union Mark Bradshaw 100-33344 2nd Ave Mission, BC  V2V 1K3 O: 604-826-0112 OF: 604-826-3435 lp75@bctf.ca 78 Fraser-Cascade Teachers' Association Lynne Marvell Unit E, Box 1238 Hope, BC  V0X 1L0 O: 604-869-9383 OF: 604-869-3236 lp78@bctf.ca 80 Kitimat District Teachers' Association Kim Meyer 233 Enterprise Avenue Kitimat, BC  V8C 2C8 O: 250-632-3109 OF: 250-632-3108 lp80@bctf.ca 81 Fort Nelson District Teachers' Association Greg Gerwing Box 2031 Fort Nelson, BC  V0C 1R0 O: 250-775-1824 OF: N/A lp81@bctf.ca 83 North Okanagan-Shuswap Teachers' Association Brenda O'Dell Box 187 Salmon Arm, BC  V1E 4N3 O: 250-832-1933 OF: 250-832-4592 lp83@bctf.ca 84 Vancouver Island West Teachers' Union Ryan Meise PO Box 137 Gold River, BC  V0P 1G0 O: 250-283-9081 OF: N/A lp84@bctf.ca 85 Vancouver Island North Teachers' Association Shawn Gough Box 5151, 6855 Market St Port Hardy, BC  V0N 2P0 O: 250-949-8888 OF: 250-949-8882 lp85@bctf.ca 862 Kootenay Lake Teachers' Association* Cam Zuk Box 671 Kaslo, BC  V0G 1M0 O: 250-353-2227 OF: N/A lp862@bctf.ca 861 Creston Valley Teachers' Association Becky Blair 1001 Railway Boulevard Creston, BC  V0B 1G3 O: 250-428-7006 OF: 250-428-8602 lp861@bctf.ca 87 Stikine Teachers' Association Asa Berg c/o Asa Berg, Box 469 Atlin, BC  V0W 1A0 O: 250-651-7820 OF: 250-651-7820 lp87@bctf.ca 881 Terrace District Teachers' Union Cathy Lambright 4733 Park Avenue Terrace, BC  V8G 1W2 O: 250-635-4659 OF: N/A lp881@bctf.ca 882 Upper Skeena Teachers* Joslyn Bagg Box 562 New Hazelton, BC  V0J 2Y0 O: 250-842-6613 OF: N/A lp882@bctf.ca 92 Nisga'a Teachers' Union Richard Hotson Box 226 New Aiyansh, BC  V0J 1A0 O: 250-633-2571 OF: 250-633-2574 lp92@bctf.ca 93 SEPF Sylvie Liechtele 100-550 West 6th Avenue Vancouver, BC  V5Z 4P2 O: 604-871-1866 OF: N/A lp93@bctf.ca About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy Close Window Print Page   Local Presidents and Contact Information Sorted by local number. Click here for sort by local name. *Sublocal       O: Office   OF: Office Fax 1 Fernie District Teachers' Association Christina Smith Box 10 Fernie, BC  V0B 1M0 O: 250-423-3333 OF: 250-423-6134 lp01@bctf.ca 2 Cranbrook District Teachers' Association Shelley Balfour 304-105 9th Avenue South Cranbrook, BC  V1C 2M1 O: 250-489-3717 OF: 250-489-3727 lp02@bctf.ca 3 Kimberley Teachers' Association Sally Struthers 201-144 Deer Park Avenue Kimberley, BC  V1A 2J4 O: 250-432-9729 OF: N/A lp03@bctf.ca 4 Windermere Teachers' Association Doug Murray Box 478 Invermere, BC  V0A 1K0 O: 250-341-5158 OF: N/A lp04@bctf.ca 7 Nelson District Teachers' Association Paul Boscariol PO Box 1012 Nelson, BC  V1L 6A5 O: 250-354-4142 OF: 250-354-1558 lp07@bctf.ca 10 Arrow Lakes Teachers' Association Ric Bardati Box 422 New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0 O: 250-265-7062 OF: N/A lp10@bctf.ca 17 Princeton District Teachers' Union Robert Tarswell Box 1019 Princeton, BC  V0X 1W0 O: 250-295-6684 OF: 250-295-6684 lp17@bctf.ca 18 Golden Teachers' Association Mike Archibald Box 430 Golden, BC  V0A 1H0 O: 250-344-5885 OF: 250-344-5890 lp18@bctf.ca 19 Revelstoke Teachers' Association Jennifer Wolney Box 72 Revelstoke, BC  V0E 2S0 O: 250-837-2255 OF: 250-837-2255 lp19@bctf.ca 20 Kootenay Columbia Teachers' Union Andy Davidoff 1657 Hwy 3A Castlegar, BC  V1N 4N5 O: 250-364-1740 OF: 250-364-1750 lp20@bctf.ca 22 Vernon Teachers' Association Heather Malcolm 4004 31st Street Vernon, BC  V1T 5J6 O: 250-542-0456 OF: 250-542-0564 lp22@bctf.ca 23 Central Okanagan Teachers' Association Susan Bauhart 210-1751 Harvey Avenue Kelowna, BC  V1Y 6G4 O: 250-860-3866 OF: 250-862-3024 lp23@bctf.ca 27 Cariboo-Chilcotin Teachers' Association Murray Helmer 124D North 2nd Avenue Williams Lake, BC  V2G 1Z6 O: 250-398-7221 OF: 250-398-5913 lp27@bctf.ca 28 Quesnel District Teachers' Association Lisa Kishkan Box 4643 Quesnel, BC  V2J 3J8 O: 250-992-3737 OF: 250-992-3638 lp28@bctf.ca 31 Nicola Valley Teachers' Union Peter Vogt Box 849 Merritt, BC  V1K 1B8 O: 250-378-5060 OF: 250-378-5060 lp31@bctf.ca 33 Chilliwack Teachers' Association Clint Johnston 203-45970 Airport Road Chilliwack, BC  V2P 1A2 O: 604-792-9233 OF: 604-792-9389 lp33@bctf.ca 34 Abbotsford District Teachers' Association Doug Smuland 2570 Cyril Street Abbotsford, BC  V2S 2G2 O: 604-854-1946 OF: 604-850-5100 lp34@bctf.ca 35 Langley Teachers' Association Gail Chaddock Costello 100-5786 Glover Road Langley, BC  V3A 4H9 O: 604-533-1618 OF: 604-533-1400 lp35@bctf.ca 36 Surrey Teachers' Association Jennifer Wadge 201-9030 King George Boulevard Surrey, BC  V3V 7Y3 O: 604-594-5353 OF: 604-594-5176 lp36@bctf.ca 37 Delta Teachers' Association Paul Steer 110-4977 Trenant St Delta, BC  V4K 2K5 O: 604-946-0391 OF: 604-946-1629 lp37@bctf.ca 38 Richmond Teachers' Association Al Klassen 210-7360 Westminster Hwy Richmond, BC  V6X 1A1 O: 604-278-2539 OF: 604-278-4320 lp38@bctf.ca 392 Vancouver Secondary Teachers' Association Debbie Pawluk 2915 Commercial Drive Vancouver, BC  V5N 4C8 O: 604-873-5570 OF: 604-873-3916 lp392@bctf.ca 391 Vancouver Elementary School Teachers' Association Dan Graves 2915 Commercial Dr Vancouver, BC  V5N 4C8 O: 604-873-8378 OF: 604-873-2652 lp391@bctf.ca 40 New Westminster Teachers' Union Grant Osborne 607 Columbia St New Westminster, BC  V3M 1A7 O: 604-526-8990 OF: 604-526-8912 lp40@bctf.ca 41 Burnaby Teachers' Association Rae Figursky 115-3993 Henning Drive Burnaby, BC  V5C 6P7 O: 604 294-8141 OF: 604 294-9846 lp41@bctf.ca 42 Maple Ridge Teachers' Association George Serra 11771 Fraser Street Maple Ridge, BC  V2X 6C6 O: 604-467-2111 OF: 604-467-0815 lp42@bctf.ca 43 Coquitlam Teachers' Association Charley King 208-2502 St. Johns Street Port Moody, BC  V3H 2B4 O: 604-936-9971 OF: 604-936-7515 lp43@bctf.ca 44 North Vancouver Teachers' Association Carolyn Pena 100 - 133 West 17th Street North Vancouver, BC  V7M 1V5 O: 604 988-3224 OF: 604 980-8092 lp44@bctf.ca 45 West Vancouver Teachers' Association Rob Millard 4915 Marine Drive West Vancouver, BC  V7W 2P5 O: 604-926-1617 OF: 604-926-1119 lp45@bctf.ca 46 Sunshine Coast Teachers' Association Louise Herle Box 951 Sechelt, BC  V0N 3A0 O: 604-885-7944 OF: 604-885-9837 lp46@bctf.ca 47 Powell River District Teachers' Association Cathy Fisher 201-4400 Marine Avenue Powell River, BC  V8A 2K1 O: 604-485-5212 OF: 604-485-2882 lp47@bctf.ca 48 Sea to Sky Teachers' Association Carl Walker 104-40775 Tantalus Rd Squamish, BC  V8B 0N2 O: 604-892-3056 OF: 604-892-2296 lp48@bctf.ca 49 Central Coast Teachers' Association Marc Hedges Box 253 Hagensborg, BC  V0T 1H0 O: 250-982-2354 OF: 250-982-2354 lp49@bctf.ca 50 Haida Gwaii Teachers' Association Jennifer Jury c/o PO Box 325 Queen Charlotte City, BC  V0T 1S0 O: 250-637-1805 OF: N/A lp50@bctf.ca 51 Boundary District Teachers' Association Norm Sabourin Box 634, 1815D Central Ave Grand Forks, BC  V0H 1H0 O: 250-442-3330 OF: N/A lp51@bctf.ca 52 Prince Rupert District Teachers' Union Kathy Murphy c/o Fisherman's Hall, 869 Fraser Street Prince Rupert, BC  V8J 1R1 O: 250-627-1700 OF: 250-624-6784 lp52@bctf.ca 53 South Okanagan Similkameen Teachers' Union Sylvia Slater Box 1586 Oliver, BC  V0H 1T0 O: 250-498-2255 OF: N/A lp53@bctf.ca 54 Bulkley Valley Teachers' Union Ilona Weiss PO Box 2137, 3772 C 1st Ave Smithers, BC  V0J 2N0 O: 250-847-3127 OF: 250-847-3123 lp54@bctf.ca 55 Burns Lake District Teachers' Union Kathryn Warren Box 464 Burns Lake, BC  V0J 1E0 O: 250-692-7932 OF: 250-692-7597 lp55@bctf.ca 56 Nechako Teachers' Union Thomas Thalheimer Box 978 Vanderhoof, BC  V0J 3A0 O: 250-567-5040 OF: 250-567-5060 lp56@bctf.ca 571 Prince George District Teachers' Association Tina Cousins 101-1968 Queensway Prince George, BC  V2L 1M2 O: 250-562-7214 OF: 250-562-5743 lp571@bctf.ca 572 Mackenzie Teachers' Association* Shannon Pride Box 1836 Mackenzie, BC  V0J 2C0 O: 250-997-6340 OF: N/A lp572@bctf.ca 573 McBride-Valemount Teachers' Association* Jennifer L'Arrivee 2265 Red Tail Road Mcbride, BC  V0J 2E0 O: 250-569-2295 OF: N/A lp573@bctf.ca 591 Peace River South Teachers' Association Lorraine MacKay Box 145 Dawson Creek, BC  V1G 4G3 O: 250-782-1284 OF: 250-782-1280 lp591@bctf.ca 592 Chetwynd Teachers' Association* Leanne Robertson Box 2665 Chetwynd, BC  V0C 1J0 O: 250-788-2267 OF: 250-788-9729 lp592@bctf.ca 593 Tumbler Ridge Teachers' Association* Karen Edwards 127 Gwillim Crescent, Box 1003 Tumbler Ridge, BC  V0C 2W0 O: 250-242-5281 OF: 250-242-5785 lp593@bctf.ca 60 Peace River North Teachers' Association Michele Wiebe Box 6057 Fort St John, BC  V1J 4H6 O: 250-785-8881 OF: 250-785-8881 lp60@bctf.ca 61 Greater Victoria Teachers' Association Bénula Larsen 965 Alston Street Victoria, BC  V9A 3S5 O: 250-595-0181 OF: 250-595-0189 lp61@bctf.ca 62 Sooke Teachers' Association Ian Johnson 201-716 Goldstream Avenue Victoria, BC  V9B 2X3 O: 250-474-3181 OF: 250-474-5555 lp62@bctf.ca 63 Saanich Teachers' Association Mark Skanks 6843 Central Saanich Road Saanichton, BC  V8Z 5V4 O: 778-426-1426 OF: 778-426-0716 lp63@bctf.ca 64 Gulf Islands Teachers' Association Deborah Nostdal Box 537 Salt Spring Island, BC  V8K 2W2 O: 250-537-4990 OF: 250-537-4990 lp64@bctf.ca 65 Cowichan District Teachers' Association Naomi Nilsson 201-394 Duncan Street Duncan, BC  V9L 3W4 O: 250-748-2251 OF: 250-748-5243 lp65@bctf.ca 66 Lake Cowichan Teachers' Association Chris Rolls 5610 West Riverbottom Rd Duncan, BC  V9L 6H9 O: 250-748-0011 OF: N/A lp66@bctf.ca 67 Okanagan Skaha Teachers' Union Leslea Woodward 697 Martin Street Penticton, BC  V2A 5L5 O: 250-492-4915 OF: 250-492-5540 lp67@bctf.ca 68 Nanaimo District Teachers' Association Mike Ball 3137 Barons Road Nanaimo, BC  V9T 5W5 O: 250-756-1237 OF: 250-756-0188 lp68@bctf.ca 69 Mount Arrowsmith Teachers' Association Debbie Morran Box 1286 Parksville, BC  V9P 2H3 O: 250-248-3496 OF: 250-248-3440 lp69@bctf.ca 701 Alberni District Teachers' Union Ken Zydyk 4913 Argyle Street Port Alberni, BC  V9Y 1V6 O: 250-724-5021 OF: 250-724-0442 lp701@bctf.ca 71 Comox District Teachers' Association Nick Moore 491 4th Street Ste. C Courtenay, BC  V9N 1G9 O: 250-338-1461 OF: 250-338-1657 lp71@bctf.ca 72 Campbell River District Teachers' Association Dave Harper 202-871 Island Hwy Campbell River, BC  V9W 2C2 O: 250-286-1663 OF: 250-286-1679 lp72@bctf.ca 73 Kamloops Thompson Teachers' Association David Komljenovic 202/204-1157 12th Street Kamloops, BC  V2B 7L2 O: 250-554-1223 OF: 250-554-1311 lp73@bctf.ca 74 Gold Trail Teachers' Association Cameron Rittinger Box 1437 Ashcroft, BC  V0K 1A0 O: 250-453-2696 OF: 250-453-2696 lp74@bctf.ca 75 Mission Teachers' Union Mark Bradshaw 100-33344 2nd Ave Mission, BC  V2V 1K3 O: 604-826-0112 OF: 604-826-3435 lp75@bctf.ca 78 Fraser-Cascade Teachers' Association Lynne Marvell Unit E, Box 1238 Hope, BC  V0X 1L0 O: 604-869-9383 OF: 604-869-3236 lp78@bctf.ca 80 Kitimat District Teachers' Association Kim Meyer 233 Enterprise Avenue Kitimat, BC  V8C 2C8 O: 250-632-3109 OF: 250-632-3108 lp80@bctf.ca 81 Fort Nelson District Teachers' Association Greg Gerwing Box 2031 Fort Nelson, BC  V0C 1R0 O: 250-775-1824 OF: N/A lp81@bctf.ca 83 North Okanagan-Shuswap Teachers' Association Brenda O'Dell Box 187 Salmon Arm, BC  V1E 4N3 O: 250-832-1933 OF: 250-832-4592 lp83@bctf.ca 84 Vancouver Island West Teachers' Union Ryan Meise PO Box 137 Gold River, BC  V0P 1G0 O: 250-283-9081 OF: N/A lp84@bctf.ca 85 Vancouver Island North Teachers' Association Shawn Gough Box 5151, 6855 Market St Port Hardy, BC  V0N 2P0 O: 250-949-8888 OF: 250-949-8882 lp85@bctf.ca 862 Kootenay Lake Teachers' Association* Cam Zuk Box 671 Kaslo, BC  V0G 1M0 O: 250-353-2227 OF: N/A lp862@bctf.ca 861 Creston Valley Teachers' Association Becky Blair 1001 Railway Boulevard Creston, BC  V0B 1G3 O: 250-428-7006 OF: 250-428-8602 lp861@bctf.ca 87 Stikine Teachers' Association Asa Berg c/o Asa Berg, Box 469 Atlin, BC  V0W 1A0 O: 250-651-7820 OF: 250-651-7820 lp87@bctf.ca 881 Terrace District Teachers' Union Cathy Lambright 4733 Park Avenue Terrace, BC  V8G 1W2 O: 250-635-4659 OF: N/A lp881@bctf.ca 882 Upper Skeena Teachers* Joslyn Bagg Box 562 New Hazelton, BC  V0J 2Y0 O: 250-842-6613 OF: N/A lp882@bctf.ca 92 Nisga'a Teachers' Union Richard Hotson Box 226 New Aiyansh, BC  V0J 1A0 O: 250-633-2571 OF: 250-633-2574 lp92@bctf.ca 93 SEPF Sylvie Liechtele 100-550 West 6th Avenue Vancouver, BC  V5Z 4P2 O: 604-871-1866 OF: N/A lp93@bctf.ca)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141006,www.naylornetwork.com,http://www.naylornetwork.com/BCO-NXT/,BC Counsellor BC Counsellor - Fall 2014 Start reading this issue now! Your digital edition of BC Counsellor - Fall 2014 is available now. Clicking on the Table of Contents will deliver you directly to that page of your issue. Thank you for reading! President’s Perspective The Fine Print Book Review Empowering Others, Empowering Ourselves Counsellor Compassion Fatigue: How to Find Balance Go Ahead – ‘Waste’ a Day Stress and Children’s Self-Regulation More Than a Yoga Butt! Index to Advertisers BC Counsellor - Spring/Summer 2014 Start reading this issue now! Your digital edition of BC Counsellor - Spring/Summer 2014 is available now. Clicking on the Table of Contents will deliver you directly to that page of your issue. Thank you for reading! President’s Message The Fine Print Book Review Bibliotherapy a Healing Place for the Soul Satir in the Sand Tray Counsellor’s Corner Index to Advertisers BC Counsellor - Winter 2014 Start reading this issue now! Your digital edition of BC Counsellor - Winter 2014 is available now. Clicking on the Table of Contents will deliver you directly to that page of your issue. Thank you for reading! President’s Message The Fine Print Social Media 101 Embracing Social Media in Guidance and Career Education Top 10 iPad Counselor Apps BCSCA Conference 2013 — Full Coverage! Counsellor’s Corner Index to Advertisers BC Counsellor - Fall 2013 Start reading this issue now! Your digital edition of BC Counsellor - Fall 2013 is available now. Clicking on the Table of Contents will deliver you directly to that page of your issue. Thank you for reading! President’s Message The Fine Print BCSCA Conference 2013 Cover Story: Parents as Partners Disappearing into Larger Identity Q & A: Responsible and Problem Gambling Program (Part 2) Index to Advertisers BC Counsellor - Spring/Summer 2013 Start reading this issue now! Your digital edition of BC Counsellor - Spring/Summer 2013 is available now. Clicking on the Table of Contents will deliver you directly to that page of your issue. Thank you for reading! President’s Message The Fine Print Youth and Mental Health Problems BC School Counsellors Association (BCSCA) Interview Questions Medicating Children and Adolescents Index to Advertisers BC Counsellor - Winter 2013 Start reading this issue now! Your digital edition of BC Counsellor - Winter 2013 is available now. Clicking on the Table of Contents will deliver you directly to that page of your issue. Thank you for reading! President’s Message Book Review: Frog or Prince? The Fine Print Self Regulation: An Interview with Stuart Shanker BCSCA Conference Workshop Review Connect ’12 in Photos Index to Advertisers BC Counsellor - Fall 2012 Start reading this issue now! Your digital edition of BC Counsellor - Fall 2012 is available now. Clicking on the Table of Contents will deliver you directly to that page of your issue. Thank you for reading! President’s Message The Fine Print We’ve come a Long Way Baby. Bullying in the Schoolyard: Actual and Virtual School Counsellors and Bill 22: Crossing Oceans to New Worlds: Teens in Transition Index to Advertisers BC Counsellor - Spring/Summer 2012 Start reading this issue now! Your digital edition of BC Counsellor - Spring/Summer 2012 is available now. Clicking on the Table of Contents will deliver you directly to that page of your issue. Thank you for reading! President’s Message The Fine Print Ask an Expert Dianne Noort talks about Play Therapy The Influence of Play Therapy on Classroom Management Lil Divas Empowering Girls through Fitness Index to Advertisers BC Counsellor - Winter 2012 Start reading this issue now! Your digital edition of BC Counsellor - Winter 2012 is available now. Clicking on the Table of Contents will deliver you directly to that page of your issue. Thank you for reading! President’s Message The Fine Print Dr. Bill MacEwan The Doctor is Out! The I Minds Program Drug Education in Action Highlights from the 2011 BCSCA Conference Youth in Mind: Child and Youth Mental Health Index to Advertisers BC Counsellor - Fall 2011 Start reading this issue now! Your digital edition of BC Counsellor - Fall 2011 is available now. Clicking on the Table of Contents will deliver you directly to that page of your issue. Thank you for reading! President’s Message The Fine Print The Power of Advocacy: One School Counsellor’s Thoughts Advocacy Notes for BC School Counsellors Representative for Children and Youth High School Gay/Straight Alliances Can Make a Difference Index to Advertisers BC Counsellor - Spring/Summer 2011 Start reading this issue now! Your digital edition of BC Counsellor - Spring/Summer 2011 is available now. Clicking on the Table of Contents will deliver you directly to that page of your issue. Thank you for reading! BC Counsellor - Spring/Summer 2011 Contents President’s Message The Fine Print Margaret Trudeau – “Changing My Mind” Invest in Youth, in Families and in Yourself BC School Counsellor’s Association 2010 Counsellor Award Winners BCSCA Conference Snapshots Index to Advertisers BC Counsellor - Winter 2011 Start reading this issue now! Your digital edition of BC Counsellor - Winter 2011 is available now. Clicking on the Table of Contents will deliver you directly to that page of your issue. Thank you for reading! BC Counsellor - Winter 2011 Contents President’s Message The Fine Print Nepal House: One Counsellor’s Journey On a Path to ‘Free the Children’ Counsellor’s Cupboard: National Child Day 2010 Book Review: Me to We and Three Cups of Tea Index to Advertisers BC Counsellor - Fall 2010 Start reading this issue now! Your digital edition of BC Counsellor - Fall 2010 is available now. Clicking on the Table of Contents will deliver you directly to that page of your issue. Thank you for reading! BC Counsellor - Fall 2010 Table of Contents President’s Message The Fine Print An Interview with Meridith Sones, Injury Prevention Specialist, B.C. Coroners Service On Counselling – An Interview with Rabbi Shmuley Dealing with Depression Reporting to the Ministry for Children and Families Dealing with Depression Healthy Schools Index to Advertisers BC Counsellor - Spring 2010 Start reading this issue now! Your digital edition of BC Counsellor - Spring 2010 is available now. Clicking on the Table of Contents will deliver you directly to that page of your issue. Thank you for reading! BC Counsellor - Spring 2010 Contents President’s Message The Fine Print An Interview with Conference 2009 Keynote Speaker Rabbi Shmuley On Parenting – An Interview with Rabbi Shmuley Self-Injurious Behaviour – An Overview of Dr. Lader’s Workshop Winner of the BCSCA Excellence in Secondary School Counselling Award Your Professional Association - Do You Belong? Index to Advertisers Urgent! Local Contacts Needed BC Counsellor - Winter 2010 Start reading this issue now! Your digital edition of BC Counsellor - Winter 2010 is available now. Clicking on the Table of Contents will deliver you directly to that page of your issue. Thank you for reading! BC Counsellor - Winter 2010 Contents President’s Message The Fine Print Resources & Services to Support BC K – 12 Learners The Challenges Facing Rural Counsellors Today Facing Fears & Growing Stronger Creating Community… From Me to We Student Voices Ethical Dilemmas Index to Advertisers BC Counsellor - Fall 2009 Start reading this issue now! Your digital edition of BC Counsellor - Fall 2009 is available now. Clicking on the Table of Contents will deliver you directly to that page of your issue. Thank you for reading! BC Counsellor - Fall 2009 Contents President’s Message The Fine Print Suicide Prevention: A Workshop with Jude Platzer Planning for Children and Youth in Care Into the wild: Adventure-based Therapy Programs Ethical Dilemmas Helping Girls Find Their Place in the World Book Review Index to Advertisers BC Counsellor - Spring/Summer 2009 Start reading this issue now! Your digital edition of BC Counsellor - Spring/Summer 2009 is available now. Clicking on the Table of Contents will deliver you directly to that page of your issue. Thank you for reading! BC Counsellor - Spring/Summer 2009 Contents President’s Message The Fine Print BCSCA Members: Input Needed! Funding, Resources, Challenges and Objectives in BC: An Interview with Irene Lanzinger Narrative Therapy: An Interview with Dr. Stephen Madigan Remember, Review, Revise: Reflections on Rosalind Wiseman A Day in the Life of a BC School Counsellor: An Interview with Conference Participant Jim Reid Index to Advertisers BC Counsellor - Winter 2009 Start reading this issue now! Your digital edition of BC Counsellor - Winter 2009 is available now. Clicking on the Table of Contents will deliver you directly to that page of your issue. Thank you for reading! BC Counsellor - Winter 2009 Contents President's Message The Fine Print Wanderers and Strangers Internet Intimidation: Cyberbullying Affects an Alarming Number of Students Raising the Alert on Cyber Bullying Playful Healing School Counselling Across Canada: Nova Scotia Book Reviews Index to Advertisers Freshness Date: 10/6/2014 B.C. School Counsellors' Association 6600 Williams Rd, Richmond, BC V7E 1K5)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "Gr8 event honoring Taiwan ROC w many friends @douglasbing @marvinhunt4bc @KerryLynneFindl @mhlchiu26 @prairiechinois http://t.co/85TUCQsbrI" @John_Yap - 05:40pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=20186&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 3, November/December 2009  PITA’s year of professional support a success story By Ray Myrtle and Rita Tedesco PITA’s new Year of Professional Support, which begins with the Start UP! Series was recently provided to more than 120 early career teachers. Participants received practical suggestions about how to start up their classes in four days of workshops in Kelowna, Surrey, and Burnaby. This Start UP series consisted of eight workshops held over four days during August and September. Workshop presenters from around BC shared their valuable expertise and resources. For example, Elaine Jaltema introduced teachers to her version of literature circles that encourage all children to read and that require no after-school marking. Ann-Marie Hunter described the way she starts up her math program and provided each participant with a Math Basics CD from Trevor Cawkins’ Power of Ten program. Other fantastic workshops suggested ways to build routines in the first week of school and how to efficiently plan for the year. Workshop topics included French, socials, science, and various other intermediate subjects much to the appreciation of the participants. The Start UP! series comprises the first part of the year for the Year of Professional Support (YPS) Program designed to provide practical help to early career teachers with unit planning and lesson preparation. PITA has been responsible for the launch of this much-needed program with the support of the ministry and BCTF locals in Surrey, Delta, Kelowna, and Abbotsford. Feedback from the first part of the program indicated that participants have found the workshops highly useful and that they would recommend the workshops and the YPS program to others. “Thanks again for a wonderful day of workshops. I am amazed at the dedication and generous sharing of time and talents.” said one Start UP participant, Marie Frick. The next phase of the YPS is the Build UP series, which includes eight specific building blocks for creating a strong intermediate program. Held during four more Saturdays, the program begins on November 21 through to April 10. These include topics such as starting a writing program in the language arts using picture books and teaching data analysis on other subjects such as math, PE, French, art, and so on. Altogether, the Start UP! and Build UP! portions of the YPS program provide year-long support through 16 specific workshops over eight days. The program is helping early career teachers to successfully build up their program by providing best-practice strategies, great ideas, and specific resources that help early career teachers save precious time with planning, marking, and gathering materials and ideas. The most valuable part of YPS is the support that teachers receive through the relationship building that is achieved by attending workshops, learning from teachers with expertise, and the sharing of resources and ideas through the YPS Wiki. The most positive of our learning experiences are often those that are shared. YPS is doing just that. Early career teachers learn and grow together through a supportive program that ensures that its teachers go back to the classroom with useful tools and great ideas that will help them be the best teachers they can be for their students. Ray Myrtle and Rita Tedesco, Provincial Intermediate Teachers’ Association, PITA.)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/01/should-bc-teachers-get-salary-increase.html?showComment=1326080749727,Staffroom Confidential: Should BC teachers get a salary increase? Myths & Realities Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Saturday, January 7, 2012 Should BC teachers get a salary increase? Myths & Realities NOTE: There is an updated version of this post for those of you reading it in 2014! BC teachers are in contract negotiations asking for a fair deal. What do we mean by fair exactly? Teachers would like improvements in three areas: class size/composition, salary and benefits, and changes to the bargaining structure. As far as class size, we want only what was taken in 2002. We want the government to go back to the class sizes in place at that time and restore the funding so Boards can achieve this. For bargaining, we want to negotiate more items locally with our elected Boards. This facilitates diversity, community involvement, and local programs and solutions. It is not a cost item and is how teachers used to negotiate in the 1990's - very successfully. For salary and benefits, teachers want to "keep up" and "catch up". What do we mean by that? We want to keep up with inflation, and we want to catch up with Canadians in other provinces. Teachers in BC now rank 8th in salaries across Canada, despite the fact that our cost of living is one of the highest and that BC weathered the recession better than most other provinces. BC has been out of recession since 2010 and is forecasting moderate growth for the next year. Unfortunately, the government's position has and continues to be 'net zero'. The government claims that taxpayers cannot afford increases to public sector wages and that wages must remain flat because the government is running a deficit. Do these arguments make sense? Are they justified? Or should teachers receive a wage increase? Here are my answers to these questions. Myth #1: Teachers should not get a wage increase because of the government deficit Reality #1: There was no deficit when the Liberals took power in 2001. Through a series of income tax cuts and corporate tax cuts, the Liberals went from a surplus to a deficit. Yes, the recession of 2009 impacted government revenues. But not as much as tax cuts have. Moreover, the government has found plenty of money for spending when it feels the spending is a priority. There was money for the BC Place roof ($500 million). There was money for the Olympics (over $1 billion). There was money for smart meters ($900 million). There was money for new government network systems ($1.2 billion to Telus). There seems to be plenty of money for the CEO's of crown corporations like BC Ferries (David Hahn's pension value - over $10 million). The fact is that the government is using the deficit that it created as an excuse to take money away from public services and the people who provide them. The money is there. It is a matter of priorities. It is simply unfair to make one group of workers pay for a deficit created by tax cuts to other people and corporations. Private sector workers are seeing increases. Other public sector workers are seeing increases (for example, Vancouver police with 8.8% over 33 months). Why should one group be singled out? Moreover how is it fair to make middle income earners pay for tax cuts that disproportionately benefited the wealthy and corporations? It just isn't. Myth #2: The 'net zero' wage freeze is fair because it impacts all public sector workers Reality #2: Only those workers covered by the Public Sector Employer's Council are impacted, and that does not include all public sector workers. Fire fighters are not under 'net zero'. Police are not under 'net zero'. Even school Superintendents are not under 'net zero'. Nurses are not under 'net zero' because they negotiated in 2009, supposedly before the 'net zero' mandate was implemented, but certainly at the height of the recession. How is it fair that these workers can negotiate increases and other workers can't? Myth #3: BC teachers already have high salaries Reality #3: After five years of university training, BC teachers begin with a wage in the low $40's, if they are full time. Many teachers only get part time work for the first 3-5 years of their career. It takes ten years of full time work to reach the maximum salary, which is about $75,000 for most teachers. BC teachers rank 8th in Canada compared to teachers in other provinces. A teacher in BC earns on average $20,000 less than a comparably experienced teacher in Alberta and $15,000 less than one in Ontario. Yet BC has the highest cost of living and the highest housing prices in the country (http://www.theprovince.com/business/City+house+prices+continue+ascent/5943834/story.html). Myth #4: 'Net zero' isn't a pay cut, so it is fair Reality #4: In September, when the new school year began, year over year inflation was at 3.2% according to the Consumer Price Index. When teachers got their first paycheque of the year, they had 3.2% less buying power. This is what matters. This January, teachers, along with other workers, will see increases to their CPP payments, their EI premiums, and their MSP premiums. Many contracts have automatic cost of living increases, but ours does not. Without any increase, teachers will fall behind. Myth #5: Teachers are asking for too much Reality #5: Teachers want to keep up with inflation. Teachers want to catch up with their colleagues in other provinces. Teachers took four years of zero increases since 1998. Teachers traded salary for smaller class sizes and those class size provisions were later eliminated. It is perfectly reasonable to ask for cost of living increases and wage adjustments to catch up with our Canadian colleagues. Myth #6: Teachers are asking for $2 billion Reality #6: The true number is probably many times less. BCPSEA (the employer) made many erroneous assumptions in order to come up with a hyper-inflated costing number. For example, they assumed that every single teacher would take their full bereavement leave entitlement every single year. In fact, teachers often take bereavement leave once or twice a decade or once or twice in their whole career. They assumed every teacher would take extra sick days if they were available. In fact, we know from Statistics Canada that teachers take an average of 7.7 days per year which is already less than their entitlement, so increased entitlement would only be used by a small percentage of teachers who become very ill. The assumptions used by BCPSEA were unrealistic and result in highly inflated costing estimates. They are not justified and do not reflect the true cost of the proposals teachers have put forward. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 4:17 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 25 comments: AnonymousJanuary 8, 2012 at 10:00 AM Thank you for this post. I think it should be sent as "letter to the editor" to newspapers in major cities in BC to inform those who see government figures or reports and take it as truth without questioning it. Well done!ReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 8, 2012 at 1:11 PM Excellent summary of our situation. "Even school Superintendents are not under 'net zero"; SD59 Superintendant sent a letter to parents saying gross modo that we were (teachers) selfish and without social empathy toward public sector for not swallowing the "net zero" !ReplyDelete Donna in BurnabyJanuary 8, 2012 at 7:45 PM Thank you!ReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 8, 2012 at 9:09 PM Well I have come from Alberta and previous Ontario and Your teacher need to better then other provinces. You are way behind Alberta in education. My daughter in October of her grade one year knows more then mine son has in his second year at a BC school. You need to fix something in your school system because you are falling behind. In the 2 and half years my daughter has been in the BC school system she is at the same reading, writing and math. I know why people homeschool and put their kids in the private school system, the public is so broken it can't complete with the rest of Canada.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousJanuary 17, 2012 at 6:50 PM How can you tell if your children are at the same level when you cannot spell, use appropriate grammar or form a proper sentence????Delete AnonymousJanuary 26, 2012 at 8:21 PM Teachers cannot be held solely responsible for your child's lack of progress. It would appear as though you could benefit from some additional education. Where were you educated? I agree with Anonymous, learn to spell and form a proper sentence before giving your opinion on the state of education. Thanks for wasting even more of my prep time on your uneducated and ignorant point of view.Delete AnonymousFebruary 29, 2012 at 5:25 PM Wow - I think that the original author has a legitimate complaint. I have a graduate degree and I completely agree that the level of education my children have received in the public school system is deplorable. AND REALLY - if someone is illiterate or unable to formulate a sentence correctly on a blog post does that mean that his/her child does not deserve a proper education! GIVE ME A BREAK - and please refrain from making personal attacks on people who voice a contrary opinion. It only demonstrates your small mindedness.Delete Reply AnonymousJanuary 8, 2012 at 10:28 PM I think you mean: I came from Alberta and previously Ontario, and teachers in BC need to teach better than other provinces. You are much behind Alberta in terms of education. My daughter knew more in October of her grade one year than my son, who was in his second year enrolled at a BC school. You need to fix features of your school system, because you are falling behind. In the two and half years my daughter has been enrolled in the BC school system, she has remained at the same level of reading, writing and math. I now know why people homeschool their children and enroll their kids in the private school system. The public system is so broken that it can no longer complete with the rest of Canada. - A BC public school teacherReplyDelete Replies AnonymousJanuary 23, 2012 at 12:55 PM I think you mean "compete" not complete. And you're a teacher?Delete AnonymousJanuary 25, 2012 at 7:10 PM Wow. How petty. An entire paragraph is corrected with one spelling error in the final sentence and you decide to focus on it as being the "issue with teachers". What has our society come to? Signed a Fellow BC TeacherDelete AnonymousFebruary 11, 2012 at 7:19 PM I taught in Ontario before moving to BC to teach and I don't see a whole lot of difference. There are good and bad teachers in both places. In fact, BC has stricter education requirements, I had to go back to get a few more undergrad courses.Delete Reply AnonymousJanuary 9, 2012 at 7:24 AM I live in SD 59 and the letter the superintendent sent home did not say that teachers were "selfish or without social empathy." ~ParentReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 9, 2012 at 1:58 PM Quote: From superintendent SD#59: "...With regard to the strike, some of the confusing information parents are receiving sounds like the teacher's strike is about the size and composition of classes, or the resources that are available for students with special needs. That is not true. The issues around class size and resourcing have been separate and are "NOT" part of the bargaining. The full focus of the BCTF strike demands is about wages and benefits that are approaching a price tag of 3 billion dollars. That is a 75% increase, at a time in the economy that the Province has told all union the overall settlement of their bargaining cannot increase cost to the Province. Moreover, 3/4 of the public unions have settled contracts under those rules." These 2 paragraphs speak by themselves about how teachers are perceived by the superintendent.ReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 9, 2012 at 2:01 PM http://www.pssg.gov.bc.ca/psec/disclosure/disclosure10-11.htmReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 10, 2012 at 8:51 AM Please send this wonderful article to a newspaper so some of the nasty myths can be dispelled. Awesome job!ReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 25, 2012 at 4:52 PM A great letter... I agree that this should be sent to every newspaper in B.C. as well as made into an infomercial on t.v. Why wait for an election?ReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 26, 2012 at 4:23 PM Myth #7: Teachers are the only workers affected by "net zero". Reality #7: Over 16,000 members of HSA (Health Sciences Association of BC) have been crippled by the "net zero" policy. Wages for HSA members in BC are upwards of 8$ an hour less than other provinces in Canada. The last contract forced upon HSA members was highlighted by a 0% wage increase, and a loss of 1 vacation day per year. So no, teachers, you are NOT the only group of workers being forced to pay for corporate tax cuts. Were you there to support other public sector employees last year when they were trying to fight "net zero"? I didn't think so.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousJanuary 26, 2012 at 8:22 PM Agreed! I am in HSA, and sorry, but I can't support these demands by the teachers. Frustrating to me to see the 'it's not fair' comments. Sounds like children. Life isn't fair, we are a country and province in serious financial difficulty. Cuts need to be made. I absolutely support putting money into increasing numbers of teachers, and adding support teachers and SEAs . If I want to make more money, I could move to Alberta and earn $8-10 more an hour too, giving me a significant raise but I choose to live here. It's always greener on the other side, and everyone thinks they are the ones hard done by. I work 37.5 hours a week, but actually in my office 40-42 hours and I don't get overtime pay. I choose to do it because I love my job and want to do the best I can for my patients. I take classes and go to workshops to enhance my job, on my own time and I pay for it myself. I use my vacation days to attend work related conferences. HSA's contract is also set to expire and we already had 0% wage last contract. I'm not expecting any better this time around. That's life, it's not always fair. I just appreciate that I have a job that I love that pays a decent wage ( which is slightly less than a teachers wage). Maybe there are just a whole lot of teachers with very little personal job satisfaction.Delete KarenFebruary 17, 2012 at 10:15 AM Job satisfaction! Try keeping 30 students at the edge of their seats for 5 hours a day, daily!! Attend meetings(special needs, counseling-requested meetings, parent-requested meetings, department meetings, staff meetings, Health and safety meetings,etc.) mark, prepare, field phone calls, supervise, prepare report cards, participate in extra-curricular activities,answer student concerns after classes; type/prepare/photocopy learning /testing materials for students (no secretarial time for us!); mentor, clean our boards, put up our chairs, manage the learning materials in our classrooms (put away the books, clean the lab equip. fix the musical instruments, organize the gym equip., ensure safety in the woodworking/auto and metal shops etc.), put up display boards, order books/educational materials,take first aide training at our own expense, etc.) No one-to-one with down time, bells dictate our time usage (coffee break? designated lunch time? not always possible); daily emotional 'baggage' children/students bring to the classroom must be dealt with in a calm and supportive manner; AND, Administrative Officers that add to the intensity of our day. (Some are very supportive; others add to our stress by being judgmental, giving little support by keeping communication lines blurred, not making themselves available, not taking control and leading but hiding behind their desks, etc.) We earn our keep!! And, we can't go up the capitalist ladder - 'more students doesn't mean more money; it means more work!' No compensation for using our own books, driving students with our own cars (we must 'up' protection on our personal car insurance to protect them in case of an accident) We only rely on the good nature of our govt. and the public to support us. Where are you? If you think you can do the job better, for cheaper, 'step up to the plate'.Delete Reply Tara EhrckeJanuary 26, 2012 at 5:27 PM Hello Anonymous, I have always consistently opposed net zero for ANY public sector worker, not just teachers. I absolutely agree that no group or groups of public sector workers should be singled out unfairly. I also believe we should all be rejecting the wage freeze. With respect to support, teachers in my local put up picket signs when HEU was facing wage cuts and I absolutely agree we need to be supporting each other. Please see my blog posts on this subject, including HSA in particular, from last year: http://staffroomconfidential.blogspot.com/2011/02/in-labour-newswill-hsa-vote-no-campaign.html http://staffroomconfidential.blogspot.com/2011/03/why-bc-government-wage-freeze-is.html This article was reposted on an HSA member site here: http://our-union.org/2011/03/29/why-the-bc-government-wage-freeze-is-indefensible/ I also wrote about opposition to net zero from Vancouver Island University workers and Langara College workers: http://staffroomconfidential.blogspot.com/2011_03_01_archive.html http://staffroomconfidential.blogspot.com/2011/04/langara-versus-wage-freeze.htmlReplyDelete UnknownFebruary 2, 2012 at 8:21 PM Actually, the cost of the Olympics was closer to $7 billion, once you factor in the cost of the Canada Line, the Sea to Sky Highway, and the new Convention Centre. On a related note, the deficit in 2008, amortized over 3 years, stood at $3 billion.ReplyDelete AnonymousFebruary 12, 2012 at 10:43 AM I am a parent in SD#35 and I am so impressed with my children's school and with the hard work that most of the teachers and adminstrators put in at that school. They are still getting a quality education, even throughout job action.The teachers are commincating with my husband and I on their academic progress, and my daughter is on the Grade Six basketball team which practices after school and at noon hour 3 times a week! I support a wage increases for my children's teachers because I want them to be able to keep up with inflation and be paid what professionals make in other provinces. We need to pay our teachers and other public sector employees what they deserve, or els in the future, we will not attract good people into these professions or be able to keep them in our province. Isnt this what is happening in the nursing industry? The Lower mainland is one of the most expensive places to live and we have to face the fact that if we want an educated community, then we have to willing to pay for it. A concerned parentReplyDelete AnonymousFebruary 24, 2012 at 4:00 PM I am a parent in south Delta and I must say that I am impressed with the communication that we have been receiving from my son's teachers at Delta Secondary. I think that teachers should get a raise at least to the level of inflation, but with all due respect to teachers, I cannot see where or how you feel that you should receive large increases. You are I think quite fairly paid for your job and you do not have the very real pressure for measurable performance that so many in the private sector face. Having said that, those people in the private sector are not getting the types of raises you are asking for and many of them would be happy with just getting at or near the inflation rate this year. I think that if you want to be paid very well then you will need to get into the private sector where you will face much more performance pressure, you will have 3-4 weeks off per year, there will be no such thing as overtime pay if you are salaried and if you don't perform adquately or well, you will faced with possible termination. You will have no effective job security unless you perform. So I think you have it quite good, better than anyone I can think of in most respects, with the exception of pay, which as I said I think is quite fair. I say this with great respect for your profession.ReplyDelete AnonymousFebruary 25, 2012 at 10:37 AM I am a very excited Teacher Candidate that will finish my Bachelors of Education this year. I am interested in this profession because I love it! However, my student loans are over 30 grand and I do not own a car, or a house. I am repeatedly being told that there are few jobs out there and the ones that are out there pay significantly less than a retail job I held before my Bachelor's degrees (per hour). I keep my optimism up because I know I am going to be fantastic at this job but it is hard to look past the fact that I will not be able to afford a house, a car and raise children on my income any time soon. Thank-you current teachers for fighting for those of us who want to join your ranks!ReplyDelete AnonymousFebruary 28, 2012 at 8:10 AM Great article Tara. And a great big THANK YOU for all of your hard work!ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ▼  January (13) How to reduce income inequality BC Schools: A decade of choice, a decade of declin... What is fair and reasonable? Twitter tale - Consultation, Minister Abbott style... Alberta teachers in negotiations BCTF presents reduced set of proposals School boards discuss 'net zero' Will grouping by ability mean re-segregation? BC teachers describe workload issues at bargaining... BC public sector enters 2012 bargaining Superintendent of Greater Victoria received 10% wa... Should BC teachers get a salary increase? Myths & ... A year in review: waking the sleeping giant ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Foster parents are ordinary people engaged in extraordinary acts of kindness. Join the team! http://t.co/6jUkcsOp6V" @Teresa_Wat - 04:31pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "Eid Mubarak to all those celebrating in BC!" @bcliberals - 06:52pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/bctf/status/504814731920547840,BCTF on Twitter: "Good news. Vince Ready will meet with Jim Iker and Peter Cameron (@BCPSEA) tomorrow. Teachers will continue to press for #bced improvements" Twitter Search query Search Twitter Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Language: English Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Have an account? Sign in New to Twitter? Join Today » Sign In Phone, email or username Password Sign in Remember me Forgot password? Already using Twitter via text message? Follow Following Unfollow Blocked Unblock Pending Cancel BCTF ‏ @bctf Aug 27 Good news. Vince Ready will meet with Jim Iker and Peter Cameron ( @BCPSEA) tomorrow. Teachers will continue to press for #bced improvements Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Retweets 262 Favorites 91 7:16 PM - 27 Aug 2014 Dave McCristall ‏ @davemccr Aug 27 @bctf it is important that significant resources are invested into #bced so more students get the help they need and deserve. #bcpoli Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet TheJourneyGenie ‏ @TheJourneyGenie Aug 27 @bctf Oh please oh please oh please. Fingers crossed. Fight the good fight. #iwillholdtheline Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Jennifer Fort ‏ @smidjenn Aug 27 @bctf @BCPSEA Remember it's the kids who need support! Early intervention and skilled EA's - more TIME to shine in class! Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Baaaah ‏ @_Sheepster_ Aug 27 @bctf @BCPSEA I take it someone convinced #VinceReady the purpose of a mediator is to actually mediate, not mandate? #BCEd #Megalomania Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Natalie Robinson ‏ @NatsRobinson Aug 27 @bctf @BCPSEA relieved that Ready is at the ready. Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Chaddock-CostelloLTA ‏ @LTAPresident Aug 27 @bctf @BCPSEA Great news! Let's see if Ready can start mediation, we have 5 days, no time 4 cooling off, time 4 a deal @bctf #bced #bcpoli Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet hipmum29 ‏ @hipmum29 Aug 27 @bctf @BCPSEA Hoping for a deal asap BUT after all this time & sacrifice, this is TOO important to rush. #bced #bcpoli Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Sandra creightney ‏ @cr8knee Aug 27 @hipmum29 @symphily @bctf @BCPSEA Hope they take the time to GET IT RIGHT Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Fire and Rain ‏ @ferg_fire Aug 27 @bctf @BCPSEA DO NOT cave...we've sacrificed a lot to get to this point...let's keep goals in mind... Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Tyler Stephen Bacon ‏ @TylerStephenbac Aug 27 @bctf @BCPSEA that doesn't mean that a settlement is reached. Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Tyler Stephen Bacon ‏ @TylerStephenbac Aug 27 @bctf @BCPSEA thank you to both sides for giving grad council members of @SD23News to lead other students when walking across the stage. Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Tyler Stephen Bacon ‏ @TylerStephenbac Aug 27 @bctf @BCPSEA: leading students when walking across the stage is normally the teachers but they couldn't do it because of labour dispute. Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Michelle 4102 ‏ @michelle4102 Aug 27 Good news! @bctf @BCPSEA Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet michael grimaldi ‏ @mikeopseu Aug 27 @bctf @BCPSEA #bced congrats to BCTF-good luck tomorrow to Jim Iker+Peter Cameron-glad to see you fight for kids educ. since gov't won't Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Bill Stoddart ‏ @VancouverBilly Aug 27 @bctf @LesliBoldt @BCPSEA is it really complicated? I don't think so. 2 court rulings CS&C is the issue period. Smart kids, slow kids lose! Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet MiMi ‏ @WANNAHAVEFUN25 Aug 27 @bctf @BCPSEA i want kids back in school. But if teachers dont get deal they want dont settle. Fight until its 100%. Dont want a repeat Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Karen So 蘇嘉欣 ‏ @KarenSoOmni Aug 27 “ @bctf: Vince Ready will meet with Jim Iker and Peter Cameron ( @BCPSEA) tomorrow. Fingers crossed Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Jason Skrenka ‏ @JSkrenka Aug 27 @bctf @GlobalBC @BCPSEA it's time to get this done. Both parties need a reality check! Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Don’t miss any updates from BCTF © 2014 Twitter About Help Ads info Close Flag this media This has already been marked as containing sensitive content. Flag this as containing potentially illegal content. Submit Cancel Learn more about flagging media Dismiss Close Previous Next Close Go to a person's profile Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Close Retweet this to your followers? Cancel Retweet Close Are you sure you want to delete this Tweet? Cancel Delete Close Block Cancel Block Add a location to your Tweets When you tweet with a location, Twitter stores that location. You can switch location on/off before each Tweet and always have the option to delete your location history. Learn more Turn location on Not now Turn off location Close Profile summary Close Your lists Close Create a new list List name Description Under 100 characters, optional Privacy Public · Anyone can follow this list Private · Only you can access this list Save list Close Close Embed this Tweet Add this Tweet to your website by copying the code below. Learn more Hmm, there was a problem reaching the server. Try again? Include parent Tweet Include media Preview Close Sign up for Twitter Not on Twitter? Sign up, tune into the things you care about, and get updates as they happen. Have an account? Sign in » Close Two-way (sending and receiving) short codes: Country Code For customers of United States 40404 (any) Canada 21212 (any) United Kingdom 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM Haiti 40404 Digicel, Voila Ireland 51210 Vodafone, O2 India 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Indonesia 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » See SMS short codes for other countries Close Confirmation)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2011/01/bcpsea-wrong-people-to-bargain-with.html?showComment=1296490338054,Staffroom Confidential: BCPSEA - the wrong people to bargain with teachers Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Sunday, January 30, 2011 BCPSEA - the wrong people to bargain with teachers The BC Public School Employer's Association is not popular with teachers. It was imposed as a provincial bargaining agent in the mid-90's and teachers were denied their right to bargain locally, directly with their school Trustees. BCPSEA has failed to negotiate agreements in every round of bargaining except 2006, when a government signing bonus was on the table. Government intervention has been used in every other case. BCPSEA is not an organization of educators. It's employees are bureaucrats with very large salaries who typically have degrees in HR or business. These are the people that are entrusted with negotiating with teachers to reach the best collective agreements to serve Boards of Education who deliver educational programs in schools. It just doesn't make sense. And it is galling to read one of the first "tweets" from BCPSEA announcing their entrance to the twittersphere: "Spread the word in your District. BCPSEA updates now on Twitter. The first and most accurate factual information on education issues." Perhaps if you go to your lawyer or banker to seek information and expertise on educational issues, you might equally trust BCPSEA. I personally would ask an educator. Local teacher associations around the province are frustrated with the impact BCPSEA has had on relations with their local school Boards. Every time we try to work with Boards to modify our collective agreements where a provision clearly isn't working for either party, BCPSEA interferes. This has hampered our ability to discuss standardized testing, class size and composition, the school year, to name just a few issues. These issues are critical to students and families, and their interests should not be represented by unaccountable bureaucrats. BCPSEA is accountable to almost no one. Yes, they are directed by a Council elected by representatives of school Trustees. But that is a far cry from the type of accountability that locally elected Trustees have. We used to negotiate directly with these locally elected Trustees. If a Board did something unpopular in the community, the Trustees would know come the next election. In contrast, BCPSEA employees never answer to the public. A parent can phone their Trustee. They would have trouble getting in touch with their BCPSEA representative and they would have even more trouble having them listen and act on their concern. It is interesting that the one small piece of accountability there is - the election of the Chair by Trustee reps - actually got exercised this weekend. In a suprise "upset" (as Janet Steffenhagen called it), former Chair Ron Christensen was ousted and replaced by Mel Joy at last weekend's BCPSEA Annual General Meeting. I hope this was a response to the decades long failure of BCPSEA to act in a way that assists and improves Boards' ability to deliver quality education. Teachers are hoping this round to bargain a whole lot more with our local Boards. We believe that sensible solutions to local issues that will serve the local community are best made by those who live and work there and understand the needs. They are best developed by those directly elected by the parents and citizens in that community. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 8:47 AM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 17 comments: TobeyJanuary 30, 2011 at 9:30 AM Beautiful! Glad to see the BCPSEA problematized! They definitely do *not* represent the interests of the public, the values of professional educationists, or the needs of students. The class and power dynamics here are critical; but, sadly, many of us ignore or avoid the implications of stratified power. For instance, look at how de-fanged May Day has become - a holiday which commemorates the solidarity and legitimacy of labour militancy has come to be purveyed as a 'day for relaxation'. Discussions of class and power may not be in the interests of the elite, but for those of us in the trenches it's an absolute necessity. Cheers for highlighting this particular lack.ReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 30, 2011 at 8:45 PM Hi Tara, This is Silas White, elected trustee director at BCPSEA, also board chair on the Sunshine Coast. For both positions I feel very accountable to the public, part of which is trying to follow any concerns and feedback expressed online... But there are more similarities between my provincial and local roles, too. Locally and provincially, accountable trustees set direction for bargaining. But also both locally and provincially, boards delegate the actual daily work of bargaining and labour relations to professional staff. There is some local bargaining for teachers (we do a lot on the Sunshine Coast) and of course support staff, and in these cases again trustees may set direction but don't necessarily sit at the bargaining table. Boards typically have 0-2 trustees involved, and their roles are to liaison with the board and represent general board direction but not to do the legwork of bargaining. Just like BCPSEA, HR professionals and other hired staff do this. As far as "educators" go, I expect you're not suggesting that teachers should be bargaining with teachers, but rather that a superintendent or principal is often on a local team. Provincially, BCPSEA has a seconded superintendent on its team: Mike Roberts from Central Okanagan. Other BCPSEA staff including Hugh Finlayson and Jacquie Griffiths also used to work for school districts; if they still did under a local bargaining model, they'd be doing that work locally for trustees rather than provincially for trustees. Also, we all need to be realistic that the provincial government is a key player because it funds boards and also regulates both provincial and local bargaining, and numerous other aspects of education, with provincial legislation. So importantly, BCPSEA also has this representation at the table (though the majority is still trustees). As a trustee rep I feel my effectiveness at BCPSEA would be drastically reduced if we were left to merely speculate on government activity in relation to our discussions. Finally, the election yesterday was a positive response to Mel's candidacy rather than a negative response to Ron's. Ron has been instrumental and visionary in encouraging a younger generation of trustees, and evidently people felt it is time for this new leadership to step forward. It was bound to happen sometime, and such a generational shift will inevitably happen in other organizations, too. Maybe quite suddenly, like this was. But an election of a new chair simply cannot change BCPSEA's role, mandate and structure, which was set by the Clark government in 1994. BCPSEA does so happen to be the provincial bargaining agent to represent boards in teacher bargaining, which seems to be your main complaint about the organization... However, I do think if there is going to be a change we could all start by being a lot less adversarial. You mention the connection to parents, citizens, community and I can definitely confirm as someone elected by those people that their first wish in these matters is for both sides to cut down on the political rhetoric and work out some solutions for the best interests of our students and public education. Personally, I feel this can be accomplished at the provincial table, but I'm also open to a BCTF-BCPSEA discussion on the split of provincial/local matters. (I should also mention I appreciate your portrayal of boards in this posting much more than in your last posting.)ReplyDelete Jason ScottJanuary 30, 2011 at 10:34 PM Hi Tara, thanks for blogging. I like to hear your perspective, though personally I feel there are quite a few black-and-white statements in your posts. I'm a parent and a trustee (sd46-funnily enough same as SW above); but I'm also just a person who cares about education like you, and I assume you're open to questions since you're in the blogosphere. I'm curious about this statement that I've heard a few times lately: "BCPSEA has failed to negotiate agreements in every round of bargaining except 2006" Hasn't BCTF also failed to negotiate agreements in every round of bargaining except 2006? Only seems fair to mention that both sides failed to reach agreements. No? J ScottReplyDelete Tara EhrckeJanuary 31, 2011 at 8:12 AM Thanks for the thoughtful comments. A few responses. When we negotiate issues locally we talk to Superintendents, Associates and Principals. While we may have different viewpoints, we all share a common knowledge of life in schools. That is the piece missing when discussing issues with HR managers or lawyers or professional bargainers. It is fine to talk about salary with an HR manager, but when we discuss school based teams, or staff committees, it is essential I believe to have that common framework for discussion. You mention that Boards delegate bargaining to staff. That has not been the history in Victoria and I believe many districts. We always had Trustees (up to three at a time even!) sit directly on the district's local bargaining team. Yes the province is a player. That is why we believe the Province should provide a funding envelope for local Boards to use to bargain locally. This was the model adopted in Ontario and was very successful in allowing local Boards to allocate those resources in ways that made sense for the teachers and communities. Maybe in some Districts this will go to upgrade teacherages. Maybe in others to enhance funding for travel costs for professional development, for example. Trustees do direct BCPSEA, and if they thought BCPSEA was broken they could withhold their fees/participation. Boards of Education had two substantive functions at their inception: taxation and bargaining (a form of management right). Both have been removed. This, in my opinion, deprives them of much of the significant decision making authority which ought to come with that elected office. They are not functions which have been stripped from municipalities. But school Boards have become less and less relevant under this governance model. This is a shame, as they are one of the key forms of democratic control at the local level. On J Scott's remark about failing to negotiate. I think it is hard to blame teachers for "failing" when we have been unilaterally legislated back to work. This happened in 2002 and again in 2005. It is my honest belief that BCPSEA knew government would do this and that as a result they did not bargain meaningfully. If you would like some concrete evidence, please take a look at the court case taking place over Bill 27 and 28, in which the BCTF introduced evidence that showed the direct relationship between government legislation and BCPSEA bargaining. You can find details on the BCTF web site.ReplyDelete Jason ScottJanuary 31, 2011 at 12:24 PM Thanks for furthering the dialogue. I respect your opinion, and I'm not here to refute that. I'm just saying that when two parties (or groups) fail to reach an agreement in negotiations, both "sides" need to take responsibility for that. It's the only way to move forward, in my opinion. J ScottReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 31, 2011 at 4:05 PM PART 2 (from Silas): There are no board fees for BCPSEA so the structural accountability component is largely through the election of trustees to the board of directors. And if trustees felt BCPSEA was broken we would definitely hear about it. Trustee and board participation in the Rep Council and AGM last week was more positive and extensive than I've ever seen it. I believe only one or two boards out of 60 weren't represented, due to conflicting schedules. I can relate to your governance comments, though at the same time I understand why the Province made these changes: equity. I live in a region (and time) where building public support for school taxes would be brutal because about half our population is over the age of 50. In regions where a higher proportion of the population is directly connected to public education, or likewise just has more per-capita wealth than others, a board would be able to raise more taxes and offer better programs to their students than in other districts. Bargaining is similar: as far as the distribution of funds goes, it needs to be equitable. Secondly, certainly salary harmonization and also some common working conditions, processes and other practices among teachers throughout the province would also be impossible under local bargaining. And how about porting of seniority and sick leave? I realize I'm now referring to the extreme of full local bargaining, but it seems as though you are, too, especially with the funding envelope suggestion. As far as a BCTF-BCPSEA discussion on the current provincial-local split goes, as I said before that is not a bad thought. I can speak from personal experience, though, that my district conducts quite a lot of mid-contract modification bargaining and we and our local never seem to run out of issues to work on that are already classified as local. But I also understand that the BCTF feels there can be too many restrictions around the current process for local bargaining, which would also inevitably be part of any discussion on the split.ReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 31, 2011 at 4:06 PM Hi Tara, Silas here again, still needing to get a WordPress or Google sign-in. And responding in 2 parts! (guess I just need my own blog) PART 1: At the provincial level, the role of the seconded superintendent will certainly be to represent that common knowledge of life in schools, and to share it with the rest of the bargaining team. It has also been (and will continue to be) to connect with superintendents and principals around the province to strengthen that commonality and knowledge at the table. He is one person, but on the other hand he has been seconded to focus on representing that educational perspective in bargaining and labour relations -- so he isn't juggling hundreds of other non-bargaining demands and urgent issues like a local superintendent would be during local bargaining. And this is actually one of local boards' greatest concerns re: local bargaining. When we have all our superintendents and other key staff focused on bargaining throughout the province (in addition to the teacher reps, of course) it can be a serious drain on the daily operations and educational focus of our system. In some districts, it simply isn't practicable. So why don't only the trustees bargain, then? Well we don't have that firsthand classroom/school knowledge you talk about. And I say this as someone who has been relatively active in local bargaining. But in addition to that classroom knowledge it is just as important to have school district HR professionals involved because they're the ones who deal with the collective agreement every day, probably have the most year-round contact with local presidents such as yourself, are most aware of all recent grievances, etc. So these HR professionals are involved at the provincial stage just as they would be at local tables. As I mentioned, I'm in a district where trustees are more involved than many others in bargaining -- and yet we certainly don't do the legwork because we aren't immersed in either the classroom or collective agreement as our daily work. I like to think we contribute valuable input to our team, but realistically teachers aren't "bargaining with the trustees." Although, I am interested in the Victoria model you mention so will check into it with present and past Victoria trustee associates. But realistically, the Victoria experience is not what most teacher locals would be looking at in local bargaining today. Just take a look at support staff tables or mid-contract modification tables, and you won't find many trustees. Re: the funding envelope idea, the other side of this is that it can hang boards out to dry when there isn't much to offer from provincial coffers, or in the present case, when there is net-zero to offer. So the centralization of a situation like this, when we're all under these very same conditions set by the province anyway, and there really isn't any flexibility to make the localized decisions like the examples you provided, makes a lot of sense.ReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 31, 2011 at 4:08 PM Sorry those appeared backwards! Read the bottom one first.ReplyDelete Tara EhrckeFebruary 1, 2011 at 7:56 AM Hi Silas - We are not proposing the "big" money items at the local table...salary and benefits. Although there is a case to be made by Boards that these should be. In a remote District a Board might want higher salaries to attract teachers. Salaries are not harmonized right now - they vary quite a bit from district to district. Nor are benefits. The equity piece is dealt with through the funding envelope - it needs to be allocated in an equitable fashion (eg. per FTE student). My point about funding was not that I want local taxation back, just that the general model has been to strip Boards of their powers. I agree with you that equitable distribution is essential with respect to the funding. In fact, many of the current grant structures (e.g. Community Link) and the funding provided by International students and parent fundraising still create considerable inequity in the funding available to Boards and schools. The funding model was originally changed for equity reasons (after the Cameron Commission in the late 40's). But other parts of the governance model that have changed are about stripping Boards of their relevance, and bargaining is one of them. Victoria negotiated porting of sick leave way back in the 90's locally. No need to do this provincially. And many of us don't like portability of seniority here! Many of the items we want to bargain are not even cost items. Of our thirty odd priorities less than half are money items and many of the money items are small money items. For example, we would like to increase the allotment of PD funds to teachers. We currently receive $87 per year. Meanwhile, administrators get close to $1000. If there has been room in the budget to increase administrator PD funds, why not teacher? Doubling our PD funds would cost the District less than $100,000 - a small money item in a $170 million budget. Or why not redistribute that same funding equitably to all educators? We would like language defining health and safety committees - no cost. A parental complaint process - no cost. I could go on. In fact, the costs to Board arise when these issues are not dealt with. They end up as grievances and the money goes to lawyers and arbitrators. Our Board is spending close to half a million dollars a year in litigation with us, when they should be just bargaining with us to develop long term solutions to these local problems.ReplyDelete SilasFebruary 2, 2011 at 12:20 PM Hi Tara, Your earlier connection of local taxation to local bargaining is apt. Without local taxation trustees lost autonomy in many areas, but as I said before from a provincial perspective it created some necessary equity for students. When I look at only my district and my position, the more autonomy the better; provincially, though, there is some equity for both students and employees that can be achieved through some centralization. I've heard stories from the glory days of local bargaining in the 70s and 80s and from the employer's side taxation somewhat drove the whole exercise. Sometimes proposals would need to be costed out by how much taxes would need to be raised. But without this notion/utility as part of the formula, those glory days just aren't so romantic anymore. A lot of the control is going to be provincial anyway, so having 60+ provincial tables going may not be the best use of our local resources (your local as well as your district). [And I do understand your cited envelope model--though governance for Ontario boards is structured in a way that they have complementary autonomy and independence in other areas, too, compared to us, so I'm not sure it could work so well here.] But you're absolutely right that this situation has come about as a result of lessened autonomy -- but that issue isn't going to get solved within the current structure. That would need to come from outside, by whom we elect and influence as MLAs. That is an entirely different process and chances are that trustees and teachers have a lot in common regarding what they'd like to see happen provincially (simply more support for public education, for starters). On a quick count, my local CA has about 106 articles, about 35 of which are provincial. PD funds are already local are they not? Same with health & safety? I don't believe we have a complaint process in our CA, but that surely isn't a provincial item. So if these items are already on the local table, is BCTF support for local bargaining actually indicative of dissatisfaction with *LOCAL* bargaining as it stands? Maybe there is a more effective way of addressing this underlying concern than expanding local bargaining, which seems counterintuitive? SilasReplyDelete Tara EhrckeFebruary 8, 2011 at 1:08 PM Not that I can speak for the BCTF, but as a local President I can say that we are frustrated both by how little is at the local table (pd funds are not at the local table, nor are stipends for committees, nor are parental complaints - have a look at Appendix 1 and 2 of the LOU #1 in your teacher collective agreement) and also that every time we try to have local negotiations we are told "BCPSEA told us not to". It is like trying to negotiate with the people who are not really in charge. I hope there will be support from Trustees for increased local bargaining because I think we both have things to gain.ReplyDelete Silas WhiteFebruary 9, 2011 at 6:44 PM All the more reason for a BCTF-BCPSEA discussion on the split, as our working document (at least in SD#46) is unclear. Appendix 1 & 2 do not line up with other local/provincial designations in our document. However "Health and Safety Committee" is consistently designated local. The "BCPSEA told us not to" phenomenon is troubling, as we can probably both agree that it doesn't sound much like real local bargaining. Neither does "BCTF head office told us not to," but I will acknowledge that boards seem to fall back on that former excuse a bit too much. But with more local bargining, you'd just hear it FAR MORE, and BCPSEA would be busier than ever. The biggest reason for "BCPSEA told us not to" is that districts don't have enough resources to handle the current assignment of support staff and limited teacher bargaining. Many of us lean heavily on BCPSEA's advice to the point where I'm sure it almost seems as though BCPSEA is directing local bargaining, which should not be happening. But boards have made it clear to BCPSEA that we can't all handle more local bargaining, and in fact the more that can be dealt with at the provincial table, the better. That said, boards would undoubtedly be willing to listen to arguments that some matters would best be handled split up 60 different ways because of varying unique circumstances across the province; as you've pointed out before, this is really what board governance of education in BC is all about. A discussion about how and why some matters could reasonably be sent to local tables could conceivably be a way to "increase local bargaining" as you're hoping for. Hopefully such a discussion will be the next step.ReplyDelete AnonymousMarch 10, 2011 at 5:33 PM Wow. I stumbled across this blog while doing research and the conversation reflects the reason I left BC politics/schools. Teachers want more money and do less, and use the "it's for the children" bleeding heart card. Well, teachers are over paid and unreliable. Our daughter is in Vancouver and we have a 2 week spring break. THis is only two months after x-mass break, and only 3 months before summer holidays. We've had to find day care for so called PD days, that oddly coincide with long weekends. I'd like to see teachers get a grip on reality and stop and get real work where they are expected to show up 5 days a week and only get a few weeks of holidays a year, not 12 - 14 , and to do it without a pension. Teachers have become a leach on th epublic purse, are no longer professional (given up when unionized), and is out of touch with the people who PAY their salaries.ReplyDelete AnonymousMarch 25, 2011 at 5:33 AM There will come a time (and I hope it's a long way off) where few will step forward to become teachers, and even less to become students.ReplyDelete AnonymousMay 14, 2011 at 8:35 AM Hey here's a novel approach, why not bargain in good faith and quit breaking United Nations and BC Laws? The BC Supreme Court just raked BCPSEA and the govt over the coals for all you've done to my profession. Hers a novel idea, why not bargain in good faith without a ministry dictated agenda? Us teachers all read the recent Supreme Court decision, and guess what people? There wont be another legislated agreement (oxymoron) again in this province. Oh and by the way, for the person who thinks this is a cushy do nothing job, when was the last time you taught 32 kids in a room, one of them legally blind, three identified as ADHD, one also ESL all by yourself? You think doing that and everything else my colleagues and I do is easy? Go get your 5.5 years university education, and you get on in there buddy, and relish your starting take home pay of about 2500 a month.... WOOT WOOT. I dare ya. Its easy to sit on the sidelines and bash teacher isn't it? WHy not, the government does it? How much time have you spent volunteering and helping in your children's schools over the past 5 years? Something everyone needs to consider here, from Wisconsin through to BC, is 70 percent of us whom teach your kids are getting ready to retire in the next 7 years. Hows teacher training and enrollment doing at the BC universities? got lots of potential replacements there now? You better. Do you even care about quality education and our future as a society? Get real, who would go into teaching when you cant even afford to live in Vancouver or the Valley on what a teacher makes. Get real people. Ps...... I can see the 18th green from my living room window, and you shall reap what you sow, so good luck with all this. Im one of the lucky ones getting out of the profession in the next three years. Ill be greeting you at Walmart and playing golf soon. I cant wait to be done with all this garbage. Thanks for ruining the whole concept of being a teacher for many of us, you gutted my passion, made it just a job, and when I complained to my MLA, he told me to find another job. So I did, I quit doing extra curricular ( stuff we do for free) and started my own company and took my skills elsewhere after 3:15 pm. Now you the public, have to pay for what I can offer, outside of the school I work in. Thanks for the advice Mr. MLA, now I can sit on the other side of the fence and just laugh at all the hypocrisy, lying, and cheating being modeled openly for all in society to learn from. Well done. Cheers : )ReplyDelete AnonymousSeptember 22, 2011 at 12:23 AM I am very curious about the costs & salaries at BCPSEA. I can't find anything online about what people--from the "CEO" down to the rank & file at BCPSEA are paid. All I could find when I searched salaries & BCPSEA were teachers' salaries. How much are BC taxpayers paying out annually to this organization? I'd really like to know. A supporter of public education & democracy.ReplyDelete AnonymousNovember 23, 2011 at 9:38 AM I too am very curious as to the compensation packages of all employees at BCPSEA and very curious as to why I can't find this information. They are 'ranked' as one of BC's 'best' employers so it goes without saying that the public should know why. The only firm piece of data I can find is that they cover 100% of employee benefits. Perhaps passing on what makes them 'best' to all those they bargain with would be a good place to start on the road to great.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ▼  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ▼  January (13) What can the revolution in Egypt teach us about 21... BCPSEA - the wrong people to bargain with teachers... BCPSEA discusses bargaining, media and the wired w... Is this the first crack in the BC government's wag... Teacher bargaining in the news What will "personalized" learning look like? A cyn... Has Margaret MacDiarmid forgotten about report car... One Grade Four Teachers Feelings on the FSA Victoria schools pressure parents not to withdraw?... Educators twitter on what learning in the 21st cen... FSAs, Merit Pay, Awards - Why rankings have no pla... Friedman or Finland?: Why we shouldn't rank school... A New Year, A New Attack on Teachers? ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media jthornthwaite last tweet "MLA @douglas_horne thanking @colemancountry for his work w/ housing for BC @LindaReimerMLA @bcliberals http://t.co/zR6bdVGcRI" @jthornthwaite - 02:03am Follow @jthornthwaite BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13106&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 1998 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 11, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 1998 Forum examines immersion by Paule Desgroseilliers Representatives from a number of provincial associations attended a forum on immersion organized by the Committee on French Programs and Services. The main focus of the day was to explore topics related to French immersion education in British Columbia and to recommend ways to address the issues raised. Each of the five discussion groups was assigned one of the following topics to examine in depth: funding allocation, promotion of the program, delivery of the program, administration of the program at the district and school level, and retention of students in a French-immersion program. Each group presented a number of recommendations and suggestions to ensure that the immersion program continues to be an alternate educational program of high quality available to all students. The issue of lobbying to enshrine the French Immersion program in the B.C. School Act was debated. Some felt that energies were better spent on lobbying for an assurance of continued federal/provincial funding rather than a legislated inclusion of the program in the School Act. Another recommendation was to raise awareness of funding allocations at school and district levels. This was reiterated by the participants examining promotion of French immersion. Both groups emphasized the need to disseminate information on the success of the program more often and more effectively. The four representatives of B.C. Parents for French, the provincial organization responsible for the promotion of the immersion program, stated that their work has been impeded by smaller budgets and fewer volunteers. Accordingly, they supported wholeheartedly the notion of building more partnerships so that they can be assisted in their efforts to promote the program. A knowledgeable and committed administrative team at both the district level and the school level is necessary to ensure a healthy French-immersion program. As it is their responsibility to staff the program, a careful selection of qualified teachers, in terms of both French language abilities and subject area expertise, will provide quality education from Kindergarten to Grade 12. All discussion groups emphasized that a commitment on the part of administrators, teachers, parents, and students is essential for the healthy growth of a French immersion program in a district. The final topic addressed was that of students’ dropping out of the program. Having a late-immersion graduate in this discussion group provided insights on the subject. Aside from peer pressure, there are many reasons for leaving the program at the Grade 7 and Grade 9/10 levels. The major ones seem to be, at the secondary level, the lack of opportunity to work with different teachers and experience different teaching styles, the lack of flexibility in course programming, the lack of transportation to attend immersion schools outside the catchment area, and the attraction of other alternate educational programs such as the International Baccalaureate. In concluding their report, the group listed a number of strategies and practices to put into place to encourage students to remain in the program until graduation. The Committee on French Programs and Services will complete the final report of the forum at their February meeting. The recommendations will be distributed to all associations, groups, and individuals involved in the French-immersion program. Paule Desgroseilliers is a member of the BCTF Advisory Committee on French Programs and Services.)
(20141007,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/bcedplan/status/407623111870521344?screen_name=bcedplan&screen_name=bcedplan&id=407623111870521344&id=407623111870521344,BC's Education Plan on Twitter: "New on our blog: Min of Ed's careers supt @larryespe on turning off the bells - http://t.co/qoPdeERDsl #bclearns #bced" Twitter Search query Search Twitter Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Language: English Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Have an account? Sign in New to Twitter? Join Today » Sign In Phone, email or username Password Sign in Remember me Forgot password? Already using Twitter via text message? Follow Following Unfollow Blocked Unblock Pending Cancel BC's Education Plan ‏ @bcedplan Dec 2 New on our blog: Min of Ed's careers supt @larryespe on turning off the bells - http://ow.ly/rnAsi  #bclearns #bced Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Retweet 1 1:31 PM - 2 Dec 2013 Don’t miss any updates from BC's Education Plan © 2014 Twitter About Help Ads info Close Flag this media This has already been marked as containing sensitive content. Flag this as containing potentially illegal content. Submit Cancel Learn more about flagging media Dismiss Close Previous Next Close Go to a person's profile Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Close Retweet this to your followers? Cancel Retweet Close Are you sure you want to delete this Tweet? Cancel Delete Close Block Cancel Block Add a location to your Tweets When you tweet with a location, Twitter stores that location. You can switch location on/off before each Tweet and always have the option to delete your location history. Learn more Turn location on Not now Turn off location Close Profile summary Close Your lists Close Create a new list List name Description Under 100 characters, optional Privacy Public · Anyone can follow this list Private · Only you can access this list Save list Close Close Embed this Tweet Add this Tweet to your website by copying the code below. Learn more Hmm, there was a problem reaching the server. Try again? Include parent Tweet Include media Preview Close Sign up for Twitter Not on Twitter? Sign up, tune into the things you care about, and get updates as they happen. Have an account? Sign in » Close Two-way (sending and receiving) short codes: Country Code For customers of United States 40404 (any) Canada 21212 (any) United Kingdom 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM Haiti 40404 Digicel, Voila Ireland 51210 Vodafone, O2 India 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Indonesia 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » See SMS short codes for other countries Close Confirmation)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Foster parents are ordinary people engaged in extraordinary acts of kindness. Join the team! http://t.co/6jUkcsOp6V" @Teresa_Wat - 04:31pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=17372,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 4, January/February 2009  BCTF Advantage contest winner The BCTF Advantage program ran a contest looking for stories about summer travel. This is the winning story. Karibu! Welcome By Kim Jonat This past summer I took the opportunity to travel to Kenya with Teachers Without Borders Canada with 10 other Canadian teachers. For part of the trip, we facilitated workshops on teaching methodologies such as co-operative group learning, learning styles, assessment, and developing professional learning communities. Although I am a fairly new teacher to the profession having only taught for five years, the secondary and primary workshops were definitely a highlight of my career thus far. Professional development in Kenya is virtually non-existent so our arrival was like a breath of fresh air. The Kenyan teachers possessed a contagious energetic spirit. Throughout the entire trip, I was amazed by the day-to-day challenges faced by the Kenyan teachers and even more so by their ability to look beyond these obstacles or improvise to get by. Most schools did not have electricity, all had water tanks and outhouses, and some had windows—although they were usually broken. There were no whiteboards, AV equipment, or overheads. No, there was a chalkboard and many eager students, sometimes four to five on a bench meant for two, peering up at the teacher. I was stunned at how hard the students studied for their upcoming examinations. I will never forget when the Kenyan Institute of Education’s director of secondary education stated, “Exams are a matter of life or death in this country.” Education gives people hope. One of the most memorable parts of my trip came when we visited a Masaii school on the Rift Valley floor. Three years ago the school consisted of a shady patch under a tree in the schoolyard where students would gather for the day’s lessons. A lot has changed since then. The school now has three classroom blocks and a donated computer lab. The traditional songs and dances performed by the Masai students and the entire school were a testament to the pride they have for their school and their tribe. Kenyans’ hunger to learn was never clearer than when I met a 28-year-old man who had returned to standard 5 (Grade 5) at this primary school to further his education. We continued our journey that day with the headmaster and one of his past pupils who is now in secondary school. She took us to her family’s compound where we met her family, learned about the Masai peoples, and ate a traditional lunch cooked by her family. Of course, any trip to Kenya is not complete without a safari! The wildlife and scenery was breathtaking. Elephants, lions, giraffes, and an array of other animals roamed the Masai Mara savannah. We were fortunate to play witness to the largest mammal migration in the world—the annual wildebeest migration. I have taken away a myriad of memories that upon reflection seem a bit surreal. It’s such a world of difference from here that it’s hard to put into words. Kim Jonat teaches at West Vancouver Secondary School, West Vancouver. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=10458,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 19, Number 4, January/February 2007 Health and safety Boards neglecting responsibilities by Mark Keelan What would happen if a teacher decided to completely ignore Section 17(1) of the School Act or Section 4 of the School Regulation? Section 17(1) of the act states: "A teacher’s responsibilities include designing, supervising and assessing educational programs and instructing, assessing, and evaluating individual students and groups of students." The School Regulation elaborates on the act. How long would it take for the teacher to find herself in serious trouble if she decided not to instruct and evaluate individual students or groups of students or not to supervise educational programs? The School Act and the School Regulation are the law of the province and for a teacher to ignore the law would be to invite significant repercussions. Why is it, then, that school district employers choose to ignore the Workers Compensation Act and the Occupational Health and Safety Regulation (OH&SR)? Section 115(2)(e) of the act requires the employer to "provide to the employer’s workers the information, instruction, training and supervision necessary to ensure the health and safety of those workers in carrying out their work and to ensure the health and safety of other workers at the workplace." Shouldn’t ignoring health and safety laws bring about the same degree of consequence as does ignoring school laws? Like the School Act and its Regulation, the OH&SR elaborates on the Workers Compensation Act. Employers have many obligations, including the obligation to train their workers. It is time for them to be made to take those obligations seriously. Part 3 of the OH&SR requires all employers to have a health and safety program. The program must include a statement of the employer’s aims and the responsibilities of the employer, supervisors, and workers. Most teachers have never seen such a statement. Ask for it! You have a right to know what is expected of you and of others in your workplace. The program must also include "provision by the employer for the instruction and supervision of workers in the safe performance of their work." Few teachers have ever received instruction in the safe performance of their work but all have the right to demand it. Many BCTF members regularly find themselves working alone which, for a variety of reasons, puts them at risk of a disabling injury. OH&SR Section 4.22 states that workers who work alone must be trained in the written procedure for checking on the worker’s well-being. The procedure must be reviewed annually. One of the most common causes of injuries to BCTF members is as a result of violence. Section 4.30 of the OH&SR provides excellent protections for members, but often the provisions of the section are ignored. According to Section 4.30, workers are entitled to be informed if they may be exposed to the risk of violence, to know the history of a person’s violent behaviour, and to receive instruction in how to recognize, respond to, and report on violence. Workers are also entitled to be instructed in the procedures that have been developed to eliminate or minimize the risk of violence. Obviously, such procedures have to have been developed if workers are to be instructed in how to follow them. OH&SR Section 4.51 states that workers who may be exposed to the risk of a musculoskeletal injury (MSI) are educated in "risk identification related to the work, including the recognition of early signs and symptoms of MSIs and their potential health effects." Employers are also required to train workers in the use of measures that are intended to control the risk of developing MSIs. Many members are required to use hazardous materials in the course of their work. The OH&SR contains regulations related to the Workplace Hazardous Materials Information System (WHMIS). One of the WHMIS regulations is that the employer must provide instruction in the procedures for the safe use, handling, storage, and disposal of controlled substances. There must also be instruction in emergency procedures related to the controlled substances. In addition, employers must ensure that workers who are required to use emergency eyewash or shower facilities are instructed in their location and proper use. There are other areas of the OH&SR that require employers to provide instruction and training to workers. The point is that employers are required to ensure that workers get a considerable amount of health and safety training. For the most part, the training is not happening. Few principals or superintendents would let teachers off the hook if teachers decided to ignore the School Act and the School Regulation. BCTF members need to keep employers "on the hook" when it comes to the Workers Compensation Act and the Occupational Health and Safety Regulation. Employers have many obligations; training workers is one of them. Assert the rights that are designed to ensure that you work in a healthy and safe environment. Mark Keelan is the BCTF’s health and safety officer for prevention. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11846,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2000 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 13, Number 1, September 2000 Home page for teachers on call by Darryl Smolik The TOC home page on the BCTF web site, www.bctf.ca/toc is a vital source of information for all teachers on call throughout B.C. Specific issues relating to teachers on call are presented in an easy-to-read, up-to-date format. TOCs and the BCTF The Teacher on Call Advisory Committee (TOCAC) provides advice to the Executive Committee on strategies and activities that locals and the Federation can employ to improve communication and professional development for TOCs, and on other TOC issues such as bargaining matters. You can find out more about the TOCAC and who its members are by following the link to the Teacher on Call Advisory Committee. Another important section for TOCs is teacher-on-call policies and procedures contained in Section 49 of the Members’ Guide to the BCTF. All teachers on call should be aware of their rights in the collective agreement. TOC meeting notices The Teachers on Call Meeting Calendar provides information about upcoming meetings and/or important messages. The calendar is a great supplement to our TOC Talk Newsletter. It is important that we reach all our members, and as our TOC list changes, so does our mailing list. The calendar affords us the opportunity to reach everyone online. Publications Several publications can be accessed online. The revised Teachers on Call Handbook is a helpful resource for all teachers on call in B.C. It provides information on classroom-management skills as well as job-search tips and strategies. Teachers on call in British Columbia: A BCTF Research Survey takes a provocative look at results of a survey conducted in the spring of 1999. Nine hundred active TOCs were surveyed, and the results of the entire survey can be found in the web document. Other publications include: Who Are the Teachers of British Columbia? Teacher Demographics, 1997–98, and the Beginning Teachers’ Handbook. The handbook is another practical resource for beginning teachers on call to access via the TOC home page. Employment and economic issues Teachers on call can also link to locations where they can familiarize themselves with job prospects, job-search links, and career information. Each link provides valuable information for the teacher on call who is interested in seeking employment around the province, across Canada, or around the world. The BCTF web site has proven to be an interesting and useful resource for teachers across the province. It is because of this importance that the BCTF designed and created the TOC home page. Specific issues that affect teachers on call are presented not only to inform but also to acknowledge all teachers on call as a significant group of teachers and valuable members of the B.C. Teachers’ Federation. Darryl Smolik is a teacher on call, Central Okanagan. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/globalnews/status/519163229487243264,Globalnews.ca on Twitter: "In describing ISIL, the minister said reason to go after group is they rape, pillage and slaughter, says Mulcair http://t.co/BQ5Q2jgG6M" টুইটার অনুসন্ধান অনুসন্ধান টুইটার খুঁজুন সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ ভাষা : বাংলা. हिन्दी Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন টুইটার-এ নতুন ? আজই যোগদান করুন » সাইন ইন করুন ফোন, ইমেল বা ব্যবহারকারীর নাম পাসওয়ার্ড সাইন ইন আমাকে মনে রাখুন পাসওয়ার্ড ভুলে গেছেন? ইতিমধ্যে আপনি কি টেক্সট বার্তার মাধ্যমে টুইটার ব্যবহার করছেন? অনুসরণ অনুসরণ করা কর্মসমূহ:অনুসরণ না করা অবরুদ্ধ অবরোধ মুক্ত মুলতুবি বাতিল Globalnews.caযাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট ‏ @globalnews ৬ ঘন্টা In describing ISIL, the minister said reason to go after group is they rape, pillage and slaughter, says Mulcair http://glbn.ca/CkUJh  প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট পুনঃটুইটগুলি ২ প্রিয়১ ৯:৩২ পূর্বাহ্ণ - ৬ অক্টোবর, ২০১৪ Globalnews.ca থেকে কোন আপডেট মিস্ করবেন না © 2014 টুইটার সম্বন্ধে সহায়তা বিজ্ঞপ্তি তথ্য বন্ধ মিডিয়াটিকে চিহ্নিত করুন এটি ইতিমধ্যে সংবেদনশীল কন্টেন্ট ধারণকারী হিসাবে চিহ্নিত হয়েছে। পতাকা তুলুন এটি সম্ভাব্যরূপে অবৈধ বিষয়বস্তুর ধারণকারী হিসেবে। সমর্পণ করা বাতিল মিডিয়াকে চিহ্নিত করা সম্পর্কে আরো জানুন খারিজ বন্ধ পূর্ববর্তী পরবর্তী বন্ধ একজন ব্যক্তির প্রোফাইলে যান সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ বন্ধ আপনার অনুসরণকারীদের এই পুনঃটুইটটি পাঠাবেন? বাতিল পুনঃটুইট বন্ধ আপনি কি নিশ্চিত যে এই টুইট মুছে দিতে চান? বাতিল মুছে ফেলুন বন্ধ রোধ করন বাতিল রোধ করন আপনার টুইটসমুহে একটি অবস্থান যুক্ত করুন যখন একটি অবস্থানের সঙ্গে আপনার টুইট করেন, টুইটার সেই অবস্থান সংরক্ষণ করে। প্রত্যেক টুইটের আগে আপনি আপনার অবস্থান চালু / বন্ধ করতে পারেন, এবং যে কোনও সময় আপনি আপনার অবস্থানের ইতিহাস মুছে ফেলতে পারেন। আরো জানুন অবস্থান চালু করুন এখন নয় স্থান বন্ধ করুন বন্ধ প্রোফাইল সারসংক্ষেপ বন্ধ আপনার তালিকাসমূহ বন্ধ একটি নতুন তালিকা তৈরি করুন নাম তালিকা বিবরণ 100 অক্ষরের কম, ঐচ্ছিক তালিকাসমূহ:গোপনীয়তা সাধারণ · যে কেউ এই তালিকা অনুসরণ করতে পারেন ব্যক্তিগত · শুধুমাত্র আপনিই এই তালিকায় প্রবেশ করতে পারবেন তালিকা সংরক্ষণ করুন বন্ধ বন্ধ এই টুইট স্থাপিত কর আপনার নীচের ওয়েবসাইটে কোডটি অনুলিপি দ্বারা এই টুইট যোগ করুন * আরও জানুন হুম, সার্ভারে পৌঁছনোর একটি সমস্যা ছিল। পরে আবার চেষ্টা করবেন? প্রকৃত টুইট অন্তর্ভুক্ত করুন অন্তর্ভুক্ত মিডিয়া প্রাকদর্শন বন্ধ টুইটারে নিবন্ধন করুন টুইটারে নেই? নিবন্ধন করুন, আপনির পছন্দের বিষয়গুলির সাথে যুক্ত হন, এবং তাদের বিষয়ে হালনাগাদ পান। একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন » বন্ধ দুটি উপায় (প্রেরণ এবং গ্রহণ) শর্ট কোড: দেশ কোড গ্রাহকদের জন্য মার্কিন যুক্তরাষ্ট্র 40404 (যে কোন) কানাডা 21212 (যে কোন) যুক্তরাজ্য 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM হাইতি 40404 Digicel, Voila আয়ারল্যান্ড 51210 Vodafone, O2 ভারত 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance ইন্দোনেশিয়া 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » অন্য দেশসমুহের এসএসএস সংক্ষিপ্ত কোড দেখুন বন্ধ নিশ্চিতকরণ)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media last tweet "" @ - 12:00am Follow @ last post "" facebook/ - Jan 1st Like Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=23305&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 23, Number 7, May/June 2011 Radio labour By Marc Bélanger RadioLabour is working with the global union federations to build a world-wide radio news distribution system for the international labour movement. The goal is to create increased awareness of international labour issues and help build better North–South relations between unionists. We could use your help. RadioLabour produces daily (Monday to Friday) news programs. The Monday to Thursday programs are five-minute updates of the latest international labour news. The Friday program is 10 minutes of breaking news, features, and interviews with labour leaders around the world. The radio news distribution system is currently in use. It works like this: A RadioLabour button is put on a union website. The button provides access to daily labour news that is updated automatically (without the need for a web person to update the file). In this way, news can be distributed to thousands of trade unionists around the world almost instantly. During the recent revolutions in Tunisia, Egypt, and other countries, RadioLabour provided daily reports about the events from a labour perspective. As soon as those reports were produced they were available on all the sites that included the RadioLabour button. For example, a statement by the general-secretary of the International Trade Union Confederation, Sharon Burrow, was included in a RadioLabour broadcast. As soon as the broadcast was released it was available to the thousands of unionists who visited their union's website. The same procedure has been used to build international support for unions struggling to win better wages and working conditions for their members. Here are just a few examples of how the system is working: Public Services International (PSI) www.world-psi.org International Chemical, Energy, and Mineworkers (ICEM) www.icem.org International Union of Foodworkers (IUF) www.iuf.org For instructions on how to put a RadioLabour button on a website, please visit: www.radiolabour.net/rl-onsite.html The service, by the way, is free of charge. Besides union websites, RadioLabour’s newscasts are available on Facebook, iTunes, and LabourStart plus RSS feeds and mobile phones. You can also follow the service on Twitter. All the newscasts can be found on our website at: www.radiolabour.net. Please help build a progressive, international media outlet for the global labour movement. Help us get the RadioLabour button on as many union websites as possible. Marc Bélanger is a labour union educator specializing in information technology and distance education via computer communications.)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/issues/research.aspx?id=5798,BCTF > A review of 1701 data: Special Ed, ESL, and Gifted enrolments in SD #43 and #68  	Untitled Page  For Teachers For Parents For Media Home E-mail Lists Links A to Z Index Contact Us Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources Home > Issues in Education > Inclusive Education > Research Project A review of 1701 data: Special Education, ESL, and Gifted enrolments in school districts # 43, Coquitlam, and # 68, Nanaimo-Ladysmith, September 2002 by Anne Field and Charlie Naylor, BCTF Research Dave Cutts, Nanaimo and District Teachers’ Association Using school data generated from Ministry of Education Form 1701, Special Education summary by school as at September 30, 2002: Ministry echo report, BCTF Research staff have compiled tables (see www.bctf.ca/IssuesInEducation.aspx?id=5794/ on the BCTF web site) which show total ESL, Special Education, and Gifted enrolments by school, with schools ranked according to the proportion of Special Ed/ESL/Gifted enrolments to the total student population. What do these data show? Funded ESL enrolments in Coquitlam and Nanaimo While 11% of Coquitlam’s total student population are funded for ESL, only 2% are similarly funded in Nanaimo. These numbers reflect the greater cultural diversity in Coquitlam school district, when compared to Nanaimo. While fewer than 9% of Nanaimo secondary students are funded for ESL, Coquitlam has close to 20% of its ESL students in secondary schools, with 18% in its middle schools, and 62% in elementary schools. That 91% of Nanaimo’s ESL students are in elementary settings suggests that many of its secondary ESL student population may not be recognized for funding, and may not be receiving ESL services. In 34 of 53 elementary schools (64%) in Coquitlam, more than 10% of the student population are ESL, while in Nanaimo this is true for 6 of 39 schools (15%). Nanaimo’s ESL distribution essentially falls into four categories. In the first, 2 elementary schools have very large ESL populations (52% and 32% of the total student population). In the second, 10 schools have between 5% and 10% of their students who are funded ESL. A third group have some, but fewer than 5%, ESL enrolments (18 schools), while 8 schools have no funded ESL students. All four alternate settings in Nanaimo have no funded ESL enrolments, as do 5 of 9 secondary schools, with fewer than 2% ESL enrolments in each of the other four. Most of Coquitlam’s elementary schools show a higher proportion of funded ESL enrolments, with only 19 of its 53 elementary schools reporting fewer than 10% of their students funded ESL. Coquitlam shows a similar trend to that in Nanaimo, with fewer students funded for ESL in middle and secondary schools. However, Coquitlam’s proportion of secondary ESL students is more than double that in Nanaimo, further support for the argument that there exists an under-representation of funded secondary ESL numbers in Nanaimo. There are no funded ESL enrolments in any of the three Coquitlam alternate settings or in Nanaimo’s French Immersion/Programme Cadre schools. Funded Special Education enrolments in Coquitlam and Nanaimo Eight per cent of Nanaimo’s student population are designated and funded students with special needs, compared to 7% of students in Coquitlam. Nanaimo’s four alternate schools enrol almost 11% of the total of funded Special Education students, while two alternate settings in Coquitlam enrol slightly fewer than 6% of the total of designated Special Education students. These data suggest that Nanaimo has a somewhat less inclusive model, with higher proportions of students with special needs in alternate settings. Both districts have very similar ratios of elementary Special Ed enrolments (39% in Coquitlam, 41% in Nanaimo). Most of Nanaimo’s French Immersion/Programme Cadre schools do not include any students with special needs. By ranking the schools, it becomes clear that there are major differences in both districts between different school sites in terms of the ratio of Special Education enrolments to the total student enrolment in schools. Discounting the alternate settings, nine schools in both Coquitlam and Nanaimo have10% or more of their students who are designated with special needs. Others have none, and the range of designated special needs enrolment is between zero and 16% in Coquitlam and between zero and 15% in Nanaimo. There is some evidence that there is a correlation between socio-economic status and Special Education enrolment: the poorer the area, the higher the Special Education numbers. For more details of this in Nanaimo, see “Socio-economic analysis of Nanaimo-Ladysmith schools, 2002–03”, also on the Research Project web site. How do such differences between schools influence staffing, delivery models, and resources? What is the nature of teachers’ work when one in seven of all students in a school is designated as having a special need? If one in seven is designated, how many students in such a school may have additional needs but may not be designated? Do such ‘grey area’ students receive some additional support even though they generate no additional funding? How different is the role of a specialist support teacher in a school with 2% Special Education enrolment, compared to a specialist support teacher working in a school with 16% of its students designated as Special Education? Similar questions may also be asked in terms of ESL enrolment ratios. In one Nanaimo elementary school, 52% of students are designated ESL, while 45% are similarly designated at one school in Coquitlam. In contrast, 16 elementary schools in Nanaimo have 2% or fewer ESL students and 16 Coquitlam elementary schools have 7% or fewer ESL enrolments. Gifted enrolments Not surprisingly, there is far less of a spread in funded Gifted enrolments, with a range of 0–6% funded Gifted in Nanaimo, and 0–4% in Coquitlam. Nanaimo appears to have many more schools (59% of the total schools) with 1% or fewer students designated as Gifted than does Coquitlam, with only 19% of schools reporting 1% or fewer Gifted enrolments. By presenting the 1701 data in this way, the questions posed above (and likely many others) emerge from the data. We hope that some of the research project’s other data collection in a total of thirteen schools in the two districts may offer answers to some of these questions. How to do the research for your own school district By completing the following steps, any BCTF local association or interested individual or organization can produce ranked data for their own school district: What do you want to know? Define your research questions, and determine whether you need data for each school or for the district as a whole. Obtain data sources The following are sources we used to prepare this report. You may find there are other relevant sources in your district. 1701 Echo Report At the beginning of each school year, the ministry of education collects data from every school district. One of the forms used is 1701, which gathers information about Special Education and ESL enrolments by school. District staff complete this form as of September 30, and submit it to the ministry’s Data Management Unit. The ministry compiles the data and returns it to the district in the form of an “echo report”; this is the report you need to request from your school district (probably in November) to source the same data we used for Coquitlam and Nanaimo. Background information and the actual forms are available on the ministry web site at www.bced.gov.bc.ca/datacollections/. List of schools A complete listing of schools, by district, is available online at www.bced.gov.bc.ca/schoolbook/schools.pdf Be sure to keep good notes of your sources with your data, as you will need to include these in your documents. Create tables and extract data from sources Create tables with column headings like the ones we’ve used (we did this in Excel), and any others you choose for your own purposes. Fill in tables by extracting appropriate data from identified sources. Analyze data Now that you have your data you can ask your research questions and see what the information shows you. Note: the web addresses provided are current at time of writing; they will likely change over time, and you may have to do some searching to find them again.   About Us | News & Events | Publications | Advocacy & Action | Social Justice | Issues in Education © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media jthornthwaite last tweet "Read #BC's Blueprint in English, Punjabi, Chinese & French! http://t.co/cUCdVsL7BA #findyourfit #diverse #northvan http://t.co/cUCdVsL7BA" @jthornthwaite - 07:37pm Follow @jthornthwaite BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13048&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 1998 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 11, Number 1, September 1998 Mentorship in District 56 (Nechako) by Pam Hachey The mentorship program in School District 56 has been sponsored jointly by the Nechako Teachers’ Union and the Board of School Trustees. Initiated to support novice teachers in two remote schools, it has served the teachers in the district since 1989. The program delivers support through orientation session, workshops on strategies and instructional methods, assessment, and even winter driving. The intent is to support teachers new to the profession, improve instruction to students, and improve the retention of teachers in an isolated area. The program was negotiated through the collective agreement in 1990 to apply to all new teachers in the district. The board grants $10,000 annually to the mentorship program. The funding and the structure of a joint committee of teachers and administrators attests to the board’s commitment to support the program. The committee consists of the president of the teachers’ union, the PD chairperson, two administrators as selected by senior administrators, and a mentorship committee chairperson, a teacher from the district. Guidelines The program supports teachers new to teaching, and those new to the district, in their first two years. It also supports those teaching a new course or in a new assignment. Funded are classroom visits to observe and be observed by a trusted colleague/mentor and time to meet with a colleague/mentor to organize curriculum and review local available resources, plan units/lessons, discuss strategies, and confer around evaluation and reporting. The program is voluntary, and teachers may choose not to take advantage of it. Those wishing to have the opportunity may already have in mind a colleague with whom to work, or they may request that one be suggested. Often a teacher works with one colleague in one subject and another in a different one. Support can be accessed up to three or four days a year per teacher. Travel expenses are 30¢/km within the district to visit other classrooms. A $50/half-day honourarium is provided for meetings using personal time. TOC costs are paid for meetings during school hours. The program has slowly gained recognition among teachers and administrators. It supports teachers mostly in remote areas and in specialty areas in secondary schools. One of the challenges for the program is how to mentor a new teacher at a distance. Technology offers an answer via e-mail, faxes, and telephone. An orientation session offers a ready support group for surviving the first two years of teaching. The orientation consists of an introduction to the district administrators and teacher union executive, a tour of the resource centre, initial contacts with special ed support staff, and an overview of district programs. Additional sessions have been offered in classroom management, reporting, motivation, and how to manage the multitude of tasks a new teacher faces. Experienced colleagues offer support, and local specialist associations offer support through workshops, meetings, and conferences. Why mentor? Mentors insist they gain much through offering their assistance, and research tells us that for a mentoring program to succeed, those involved should be volunteering willingly. Interpersonal skills and good communication are essential. Mentors should be active learners, encouraging best practice, facing challenges in education with a positive attitude, and encouraging the new teachers to continue to learn and grow by modelling in their own professional practice. The benefits accruing from the mentorship program are apparent. Even as our district is amalgamating with another, struggling to meld two contracts, and facing a provincially negotiated contract, we want to continue this valuable program. Pam Hachey teaches in District 91 (Nechako Lakes) formerly districts 55 and 56.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7144,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 2, October 2005 SET-BC: Special Education Technology–British Columbia and the Online Learning Centre SET-BC is a B.C. Ministry of Education Provincial Resource Program established to assist school districts in educating students whose access to the curriculum is restricted primarily because of autism, physical disability, or visual impairment. Through partnerships with the school districts, SET-BC lends assistive technologies—reading, writing, access, and communication tools—to enable students’ participation in educational activities. SET-BC also provides the training for students and their teams in the use of those technologies. SET-BC’s goal is to create student opportunities through the use of assistive technology. Assistive technology (AT) can provide personalized, personal productivity tools for students with AT solutions ranging from access to word processing for a student with fine motor control, to screen readers for students who are blind or visually impaired, to switch access for a student who has limited or no use of their hands, to content enhanced with picture symbols for students’ with emerging literacy and/or communication skills. In 2003, SET-BC developed the online Learning and Conference Centre to expand training, professional development, and resource collections for educators of students with special needs. Training modules feature streaming audio-video web casts, technology-specific narrated demonstrations, and user tutorials. The SET-BC web site, at www.setbc.org, houses resources to support the educational activities of students with special needs. Be sure to visit the learning centre for a bounty of resources, tutorials, and presentations, and to learn about SET-BC services and student stories. Check out the accessible bookscollection in the main library. Don’t miss pictureSet—a valuable resource for educators. School teams, families, and community programs benefit from the opportunity to search the pictureSET database to download ready-made resources for picture-symbol-based visual schedule, behaviour, and communication supports. The collection is growing; it includes over 1,000 files. pictureSET topic areas include community, health, holidays, home, mall, and school activities. Find out more about the Provincial Software Acquisition Program (PSAP). Many schools have taken advantage of the program to acquire software to address the reading and writing, numeracy, and communication needs of all students. More than 5,000 titles are now in B.C. schools! For further information, contact Constance McAvoy, SET-BC resources and projects co-ordinator, cmcavoy@setbc.org, or e-mail SET-BC info@setbc.org. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141007,www.huffingtonpost.ca,http://www.huffingtonpost.ca/2014/09/11/christy-clark-protesters_n_5805742.html?utm_hp_ref=bc-teachers-strike-2014,Christy Clark Event Caterers Find Restaurant Window Smashed View mobile site October 7, 2014 Huffpost Canada British Columbia ca Edition: ca Show/Hide Brasil BR Canada CA Deutschland DE España ES France FR Italia IT 日本 (Japan) JP 한국 (Korea) KR Maghreb MG United Kingdom UK United States US Region: BC Show/Hide All Canada Alberta British Columbia Québec (en français) Follow Newsletters Get Canada British ColumbiaNewsletters Email address Enter Email Address Huffington Post Search Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search iOS app Android app More Log in Create Account Notifications 0 $USERNAME Profile Settings Logout FRONT PAGE Politics Ford Still Doesn't Understand Racism 51 Unvetted Judge Joins Supreme Court 43 Kenney Posts Photos Of Iraqi Children To Make Case For ISIL Airstrikes 91 Clinton: Canadian Help In ISIL Fight 'Indispensable' 44 Canadians Left In A Fog Of War 42 Go to Politics More in Politics The Pulse Stephen Harper You Might Also Like US Politics UK Politics Business Porn Company Has A Raunchy Deal For Air Canada Pilots 3 Sun News Just Lost Its Main Source Of Content; What Now? 49 Canadian Cities Surprisingly Unpopular Destinations For Workers 0 This Is How You Rack Up U.S. Roaming Charges While In Canada 14 Look What China Might Actually Build 47 Go to Business More in Business Small Business Money You Might Also Like Tech TechCrunch Autoblog WorldPost Spanish Nurse First To Contract Ebola Outside West Africa 518 It's Been 3 Weeks Since Anyone's Seen Kim And Rumors Are Swirling 97 3 New Findings On ISIS Weapons That You Should Know About 39 WHO: More Cases Of Ebola In Europe Unavoidable 154 Turkish President Says Syrian Town Under Islamic State Siege Is About To Fall 213 Go to WorldPost More in WorldPost Foreign Affairs World Elections Arab Uprising Afghanistan War Syria Crisis You Might Also Like Travel Impact Living 100 Pumpkin Carvings That Will Inspire You 0 Fried Maple Leaves Are A Delicacy In Japan, And We're Jealous 6 WATCH: HuffPost Readers School Us On Toronto's Real Must-Eats 2 Toronto Dubbed Fourth Most Livable City In The World 0 33 Signs You Live In Liberty Village 1 Go to Living You Might Also Like Healthy Living Food Recipes Divorce Women Parentdish Green Post50 Weddings Style Best Halloween Costumes For Men And Women 0 Most Offensive Products In Retail 3 JLaw Goes Topless For Vanity Fair 0 Bridesmaid Dresses You'll Wear Again 0 Canadian Model Coco Rocha Is Pregnant! 4 Go to Style More in Style Beauty Fashion Celeb Style Entertaining and Etiquette Stylelist Canada Wedding Style Home Style You Might Also Like Style (U.S.) Weddings Stylelist Canada Entertainment Kris Jenner Opens Up About The Late Robert Kardashian 6 Blake Lively Is Pregnant! 30 Mariah Carey Proves She's Not Lip-Synching 42 Is This Where George Clooney And Amal Alamuddin Honeymooned? 7 Pregnant Kelly Rowland Poses Topless In Black And White Photo Shoot 2 Go to Entertainment You Might Also Like Music Celebrity TV Moviefone Arts The Glamorous History Of Pin-Up Like You've Never Seen It Before 3 1 Here Are A Bunch Of F*cking Delightful Artsy Cat Photos. You're Welcome. 3 This Is What It Really Looks Like To Be A Modern Day Nun 8 New Animation-Inspired Art Show Will Make You Yearn For Saturday Morning Cartoons 0 Go to Arts You Might Also Like Books Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Religion Alberta 20 Puppies Found Abandoned In Field 6 Anti-Abortion Postcard Targets Tory MP.. Again 26 Mystery 'GPO Girl' Turns Up In Calgary 3 Major Saskatchewan Train Derailment 2 Dozens Of Dead Cats Found, Another 62 Euthanized 0 Go to Alberta More in Alberta Alberta Politics Alberta Business Alison Redford Calgary Edmonton British Columbia B.C. Teen Killed By Train Was Wearing Headphones, Texting: RCMP 13 Anthem Singer's Fall Is Lesson In Showmanship 3 Pastafarian Loses B.C. Driver's Licence Over Holy Colander 0 Elderly Asian Women Attacked In Vancouver 0 Lawyers Of Convicted Surrey Six Gangsters Want Mistrial 3 Go to British Columbia More in British Columbia B.C. Politics B.C. Business Christy Clark Vancouver All Sections News Canada Politics Canada Business US Politics US Business World Media Sports Education Crime Weird News Good News Daily Finance Entertainment Entertainment Music TV Celebrity Comedy Arts Books Moviefone Life & Style Living Style Home Healthy Living Taste Weddings Travel Parents Divorce HuffPost 50 Marlo Thomas OWN Tech & Science Tech Science Green Techcrunch Engadget TUAW Joystiq Voices Impact Women Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Religion College Teen Local Quebec (French) Calgary Montreal Ottawa Toronto Vancouver Winnipeg Mapquest Patch.com Our Mobile Apps: iPhone iPad HuffPost Live iPad Android Phone Android Tablet British Columbia B.C. Politics B.C. Business Christy Clark Vancouver Anthem Singer's Fall Is Lesson In Showmanship 2014-10-05 23:32:54 Pastafarian Loses B.C. Driver's Licence Over Holy Colander 2014-10-06 20:10:58 B.C. Teen Killed By Train Was Wearing Headphones, Texting: RCMP 2014-10-07 02:49:46 45 Signs You're A Vancouver Canucks Fan 2014-10-04 00:27:49 Elderly Asian Women Attacked In Vancouver 2014-10-06 17:25:49 When It Comes to Jumbo Glacier Resort, All Questions Lead Back To Powerful Minister 2014-10-06 15:46:02 Aldergrove School Playground Condemned 2014-10-06 17:50:31 Vancouver Mom Who Killed Her 2 Babies Sentenced 2014-10-07 13:46:41 LOOK: Stunning Scenes By B.C.'s October Photographer 2014-10-03 14:22:55 This Derelict Van 'Home' Costs $550/Month To Rent In B.C. 2014-10-03 16:05:46 Officer Admits Abusing Authority While Shoving Woman 2014-10-06 18:41:58 Recognize This Photo? Here's The Story Behind It 2014-10-03 16:58:41 Premier Denies Downplaying B.C. LNG Expectations 2014-10-06 20:57:52 Lawyers Of Convicted Surrey Six Gangsters Want Mistrial 2014-10-06 18:59:52 LOOK: Old Vancouver Bank's New Life 2014-10-03 17:52:32 Previous Story Next Story Christy Clark Event Caterers Find Restaurant Window Smashed The Huffington Post B.C. Posted: 09/11/2014 2:57 pm EDT Updated: 09/11/2014 4:59 pm EDT Share Tweet Email Comment tumblr reddit Big Feast Bistro said it found one of its restaurant windows kicked in on Wednesday night. A Maple Ridge restaurant that catered an event for B.C. Premier Christy Clark says it was on the receiving end of "harsh" criticism from anti-government protesters — and later found one of its windows smashed. Big Feast Bistro & Catering described the the hostility they received when delivering food to a lunch that Clark was speaking at on Wednesday in a Facebook post: We had a tough delivery yesterday to a lunch where Christie [sic] Clark was speaking at the Act but had no idea she was there until we delivered. There were no kind words for us even with my 12 year old son helping with the delivery, several harsh things were said to us. That night, one of the restaurant's windows was kicked in, but the business said it hopes the two incidents are not related. A noisy crowd of more than 200 teachers, parents and students greeted Clark who was in Maple Ridge to celebrate the district officially becoming a city, reported the Maple Ridge Pitt Meadows Times. The protesters want to see an end to the months-long teachers' strike. Clark entered the ACT Theatre through the back to avoid most of the crowd in the front, reported Global News. "We want the strike over as much as everyone and hope there are no hard feelings towards us for doing what we do best, feeding Maple Ridge. We will be open for business today as normal and hope this all gets resolved quickly," continued the Facebook post. Chrissy Bynuck commented on Big Feast's post and said "There were many people who I felt were not behaving well at this event. Great turnout and good to voice your opinion but some bad behaviour for sure." Another commenter named Arby Trayshon, who appears to be a B.C. teacher, wrote that she was at the event "and was right up front when you arrived to let security know you'd be unloading lunch. Initially, I was surprised that Big Feast, one of my fave restaurants, was providing lunch but I immediately realized that a) you probably had no idea who you were delivering to and b) you are a small business doing your job. "I'm going to stop in and grab some lunch to bring with me to the picket line today and encourage my colleagues to come in and show their support. Emotions were running high yesterday but it's never excusable to treat people with such a lack of dignity." On Wednesday the teachers' union voted overwhelmingly in favour of ending their strike through binding arbitration, but B.C. Education Minister Peter Fassbender stood by his previous statement that the "best way to resolve this labour dispute remains at the negotiating table." Like Us On Facebook Follow Us On Twitter EARLIER ON HUFFPOST: Close  B.C. Teachers' Strike 2014 of   Coquitlam teachers get information before voting on a contract deal with the province on Sept. 18, 2014. Coquitlam teachers gather to vote on the contract deal with the province on Sept. 18, 2014. Teachers celebrate news of a tentative deal in their contract dispute with the province on Sept. 16, 2014. Jim Iker, president of the B.C. Teachers' Federation, recommended members ratify the tentative deal at a news conference in Vancouver on Sept. 16, 2014. Premier Christy Clark beamed and patted Education Minister Peter Fassbender on the back as she thanked students and parents for their patience at a news conference on Sept. 16, 2014. A teacher holds a sign referring to mediator Vince Ready. Teachers in Kelowna were all smiles on Sept. 16, 2014 as they welcomed news a tentative deal was reached between their union and the province. The bargaining team and table officers of the B.C. Teachers' Federation at the Delta Hotel where a tentative deal was reached on Sept. 16, 2014. Parents rallied and marched in downtown Vancouver on Sept. 14, 2014 to support striking public teachers. Striking teachers bundle up in Fort Nelson on Sept. 12, 2014. Click here for full coverage of the contract dispute. A rally in Kamloops on Sept. 8, 2014. Executives of the B.C. Teachers' Federation thank other unions for their support. A rally in Abbotsford on Sept. 5, 2014. Hundreds rallied at Vancouver's Canada Place on Sept. 5, 2014. McGee Secondary School classrooms in Vancouver sit empty on Sept. 5, 2014 during what was supposed to be the first week of school. A reporter tries to ask a question as B.C. Premier Christy Clark and Education Minister Peter Fassbender talk about the ongoing teachers' dispute at a news conference in Vancouver on Sept. 3, 2014. B.C. Premier Christy Clark and Education Minister Peter Fassbender leave a news conference after talking about the ongoing teachers' dispute in Vancouver on Sept.3, 2014. B.C students who are missing public school because of the teachers' strike rallied in front of the Vancouver Art Gallery on Sept. 2, 2014 against the job action. Emma Jackson, 14, entering Grade 10 at Windermere Secondary School, holds a sign with purposely misspelled words. Cleo Petric-Neighbour, left, and her friend Milan Gill, both six years old and entering Grade 1 at Lord Roberts Elementary School hold signs at the Vancouver rally. Ray Stewart, a teacher from Keating Elementary Saanich School district, joins parents, teachers and politicians rallying for B.C. education dubbed "Christy's Class" during a teach-in on the B.C. Legislature lawn in Victoria, B.C., Sept. 2, 2014 during what should be the first day of classes across the province. Kids draw chalk outlines as they join with their parents, teachers and politicians rally on the B.C. Legislature lawn in Victoria, B.C., September 2, 2014 during what should be the first day of classes across the province. Teachers walk the picket line outside the Britannia Secondary and Elementary Schools in Vancouver on Tuesday, Sept. 2, 2014. Teachers man the picket line outside the Britannia Secondary and Elementary Schools in Vancouver, B.C. Tuesday, Sept. 2, 2014. B.C. Teachers' Federation (BCTF) President Jim Iker speaks to the media regarding the ongoing teachers strike outside the Britannia Secondary and Elementary Schools in Vancouver on Tuesday, Sept. 2, 2014. Terri Scott, a sub-local president in Stewart, B.C., gets an unexpected picket line visitor on Aug. 29, 2014. B.C. Education Minister Peter Fassbender speaks about the teachers' strike and confirms classes at public school will not begin as scheduled, during a news conference in Vancouver, B.C., on Sunday Aug. 31, 2014. Mediator Vince Ready arrives at exploratory talks in the B.C. teachers' dispute on Aug. 28, 2014. After two days, he walked away from the meetings, saying the two sides were still too far apart for mediation to begin. B.C. Teachers' Federation president Jim Iker listens to a reporter's question in Victoria, B.C. on Aug. 27, 2014 after a meeting with all sides in the teachers' contract dispute at the legislature in Victoria. Education Minister Peter Fassbender speaks to media in Victoria, B.C., Aug. 27, 2014. A face-to-face meeting between all sides in the strike by public school teachers was held at the legislature in Victoria. Click here for full coverage of the contract dispute. B.C. senior government negotiator Peter Cameron speaks to media in Victoria, B.C. on Aug. 27, 2014 after a meeting with all sides in the teachers' contract dispute at the legislature in Victoria. Teachers rally in Kamloops where their union was holding its summer meeting on Aug. 24, 2014. Teachers gather in Campbell River on Aug. 8, 2014. Pickets have been held every Wednesday in Vernon. The Creston Valley Teachers' Association have been picketing in August. Saanich teachers were out raising support for their cause in early August. Rally in Vanderhoof. Rally in Vanderhoof. Rally in Vanderhoof. Teachers hold signs in Fort Nelson. A picket line in Kamloops-Thompson on Aug. 7, 2014. Teachers picket in front of Conrad Elementary School in Prince Rupert on Aug. 5, 2014. Teachers picket in Creston, B.C. on July 29, 2014. Gwen Floyd, centre, and her sons Quinlan Floyd, 5, dressed as Batman and Aidan Floyd, 9, dressed as a police officer, walk the picket line with teachers Brigitte Boily, left, Matthew McBride and Olivier Salvas, far right, outside L'Ecole Bilingue Elementary School on the first day of a full-scale walkout by B.C. public school teachers in Vancouver on June 17, 2014. Dressed as a police officer Aidan Floyd, 9, left, and his brother Quinlan Floyd, 5, dressed as Batman, walk with striking teachers and their mom, Gwen Floyd outside L'Ecole Bilingue Elementary School on the first day of a full-scale walkout by B.C. public school teachers in Vancouver on June 17, 2014. From left to right, Caroline Lichimo, a Grade 1 teacher, Lyse Cote, a teacher librarian, and Ginaya Peters, who teaches French immersion to special needs students, talk while sitting on the picket line outside Lord Tennyson Elementary School on the first day of a full-scale walkout by B.C. public school teachers in Vancouver on June 17, 2014. B.C. Education Minister Peter Fassbender walks to meet reporters in Vancouver on the first day of a full-scale walkout by B.C. public school teachers. B.C. Education Minister Peter Fassbender speaks about the status of bargaining with the teachers' union on June 17, 2014. Hundreds of B.C. teachers, parents and other union supporters rallied on the lawn of the B.C. legislature on June 16, 2014 in Victoria to protest against Premier Christy Clark and the government's latest contract offer. Click here for stories on the contract dispute. B.C. Teachers' Federation head Jim Iker speaks to media on the first day of the union's full-scale walkout on June 17, 2014. Teachers walk the picket line in Fort Nelson, B.C. on the first day of the full-scale strike on June 17, 2014. Teachers walk the picket line in Fort Nelson, B.C. on June 17, 2014. Teachers walk the picket line in Burnaby, B.C. on June 17, 2014. Teachers walk the picket line in Burnaby, B.C. on June 17, 2014. A rally in support of the BCTF was held in Victoria on June 16. A rally in support of the BCTF was held in Victoria on June 16. Hundreds of teachers rally at Bill Copeland Arena in Burnaby on June 16, 2014. Hundreds of teachers rally in Burnaby on June 16, 2014. Hundreds of teachers rally in Burnaby on June 16, 2014. Hundreds of teachers rally in Burnaby on June 16, 2014. Hundreds of teachers rally in Burnaby on June 16, 2014. Hundreds of teachers rally in Burnaby on June 16, 2014. Hundreds of teachers rally in Burnaby on June 16, 2014. Students use protest signs referencing the "Harry Potter" franchise and B.C. Education Minister Peter Fassbender. A crowd rallies in front of the Vancouver office of the B.C. Public School Employers' Association on June 10, 2014. A crowd rallies in front of the Vancouver office of the B.C. Public School Employers' Association on June 10, 2014. A crowd rallies in front of the Vancouver office of the B.C. Public School Employers' Association on June 10, 2014. A crowd rallies in front of the Vancouver office of the B.C. Public School Employers' Association on June 10, 2014. A crowd rallies in front of the Vancouver office of the B.C. Public School Employers' Association on June 10, 2014. A crowd rallies in front of the Vancouver office of the B.C. Public School Employers' Association on June 10, 2014. A crowd rallies in front of the Vancouver office of the B.C. Public School Employers' Association on June 10, 2014. NDP MLA Adrian Dix addresses the crowd at a rally in front of the Vancouver office of the B.C. Public School Employers' Association on June 10, 2014. A record turnout of teachers voted on escalating job action to a full-scale strike on June 9/10, 2014. A record turnout of teachers voted on escalating job action to a full-scale strike on June 9/10, 2014. A crowd rallies in Victoria on June 10, 2014. Teachers in Vancouver eat their lunch on the street because they're locked out during their midday break. Hundreds attend a rally in Surrey, B.C. on June 7, 2014 to support teachers in their contract dispute with the province. Hundreds attend a rally in Surrey, B.C. on June 7, 2014 to support teachers in their contract dispute with the province. Hundreds attend a rally in Surrey, B.C. on June 7, 2014 to support teachers in their contract dispute with the province. Hundreds attend a rally in Surrey, B.C. on June 7, 2014 to support teachers in their contract dispute with the province. Hundreds attend a rally in Surrey, B.C. on June 7, 2014 to support teachers in their contract dispute with the province. Hundreds attend a rally in Surrey, B.C. on June 7, 2014 to support teachers in their contract dispute with the province. Hundreds attend a rally in Surrey, B.C. on June 7, 2014 to support teachers in their contract dispute with the province. Hundreds attend a rally in Surrey, B.C. on June 7, 2014 to support teachers in their contract dispute with the province. Hundreds attend a rally in Surrey, B.C. on June 7, 2014 to support teachers in their contract dispute with the province. Hundreds attend a rally in Surrey, B.C. on June 7, 2014 to support teachers in their contract dispute with the province. Parents support teachers on the picket line in Summerland on June 6, 2014. Teachers take a stand in Pemberton on June 6, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Students show their support for B.C. teachers on the steps of the Vancouver Art Gallery. Students at John Oliver Secondary School in Vancouver walked out of class on June 4, 2014 to protest being put in the middle of the contract dispute between teachers and the province. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Students at John Oliver Secondary School in Vancouver walked out of class on June 4, 2014 to protest being put in the middle of the contract dispute between teachers and the province. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Students in Campbell River walked out of class on June 4, 2014 to protest being put in the middle of the contract dispute between teachers and the province. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers rally in Comox, B.C. on June 3, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Members from the BCTF francophonie local picket outside Ecole Au Coeur De L'ile in Comox. Members of the B.C. Federation of Labour and Canadian Labour Congress gather to support teachers outside Cambie Secondary School in Richmond, B.C. on June 2, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Members of CUPE join teachers on the picket line at Mitchell Elementary in Richmond, B.C. on June 2, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Union leaders speak to media on June 2, 2014 in Richmond, B.C. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers picket in West Kelowna on June 2, 2014. B.C. Teachers' Federal president Jim Iker speaks to teachers outside Princess Margaret School in Surrey on May 29, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Striking outside the Invergarry Adult Education Centre in Surrey, B.C. on May 29, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. B.C. Teachers' Federal president Jim Iker speaks to teachers outside Invergarry Adult Education Centre in Surrey on May 29, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers wave to supporters outside Valleyview Secondary School in Kamloops on May 28, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers picket in Kamloops on May 28, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. A student shows support for teachers in Kamloops on May 28, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. A teacher pickets on horseback in 150 Mile House on May 27, 2014. A sign posted on a classroom door at Vancouver Technical Secondary School. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers rally during rush hour in Kelowna on May 27, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Kelowna teachers wore pink and rallied from the city's overpasses on May 27, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. A sign of support for B.C. teachers from a house in Kelowna. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers in Richmond pass time on the 3:30 a.m. shift on the picket line on May 27, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Students and parents left a message for teachers in Richmond on May 27, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. On the picket line with an effigy of B.C. Premier Christy Clark at Kitsilano Secondary School on May 26, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. A student from City School speaks to a teacher on the picket line in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. On the picket line at Kitsilano Secondary School on May 26, 2014. Click here for more on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. A teacher on strike at Britannia Secondary School in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Click here for more on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers stand under the sign for Templeton High School in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Click here for more on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers on strike speak to a supporter outside Templeton Secondary School in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Ryan Tanabe, left, a teacher, and his father Rod Tanabe, a counsellor teacher at Killarney Secondary School, walk the picket line outside the school in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Click here for more on the B.C. teachers contract dispute. Teachers in the central Okanagan were part of rotating strikes on May 27, 2014. These are educators from Constable Neil Bruce Middle School in West Kelowna. Supporters of B.C. teachers rally in the Sooke School District. Surrey teachers pose with their growing pile of marking during the first day of rotating strikes. Teachers picket in New Westminster on May 26, the first day of rotating strikes in a contract dispute with the province. Grade 12 Eric Hamber Secondary student Sarah Bercic wears a T-shirt supporting B.C. teachers. Teachers picket in Penticton on May 26, the first day of rotating strikes in a contract dispute with the province. Anya Prokopeva, 8, a Grade 3 student in New Westminister, and her mom Julie Prokopeva, right, a member of the support staff at Killarney Secondary School, pass by striking teachers as they leave after walking the picket line outside the school in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Anya Prokopeva, 8, a Grade 3 student in New Westminister, uses a strike sign for shade rests as her mom Julie Prokopeva, a member of the support staff at Killarney Secondary School, walks a picket line outside the school in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. One of the earliest picket lines on the first day of the teachers' walkout was in Golden, B.C., which is in the Mountain time zone. Jim Iker, president of the B.C. Teachers' Federation, speaks to reporters on May 26, the first day of rotating strikes, at Vancouver's Charles Dickens Elementary. Jim Iker, president of the B.C. Teachers' Federation, speaks to reporters on May 26, the first day of rotating strikes, at Vancouver's Charles Dickens Elementary. Jim Iker, president of the B.C. Teachers' Federation, speaks to reporters on May 26, the first day of rotating strikes, at Vancouver's Charles Dickens Elementary. Striking teachers man a picket line outside Killarney Secondary School in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Public school teachers across British Columbia started rotating strikes Monday, a move that will put more than half a million students out of class for one day each this week. B.C. NDP Leader John Horgan poses with teachers in the Sooke School District. A rally in Coquitlam on May 25. Premier Christy Clark's face is seen on anti-bullying T-shirts at a rally in Coquitlam. Surrey teachers at Johnston Heights Secondary rally on May 23, 2014.  Share  Tweet  ✖ Advertisement Share this ✖ close Current Slide More: Big Feast Bistro BC Government Maple Ridge Maple Ridge Protest BC Teachers BC Teachers Strike Bced BC Politics Bc Teachers Dispute Video Bcpoli BC Liberals Christy Clark Caterers Bc Education B.C. Teachers Strike 2014 Christy Clark Maple Ridge Big Feast Big Feast Maple Ridge Suggest a correction Around the Web Rally at Christy Clark's Office Allows Okanagan Parents to Speak Out Premier not ready to comment on results of BCTF vote Maple Ridge officially becomes a City   Click here to view Conversations Conversations Most Popular B.C. Teen Killed By Train Was Wearing Headphones, Texting: RCMP Facebook Anthem Singer's Fall Is Lesson In Showmanship YouTube Pastafarian Loses B.C. Driver's Licence Over Holy Colander YouTube LOOK: Stunning Scenes By B.C.'s October Photographer David Chang Photography Elderly Asian Women Attacked In Vancouver Nastco via Getty Images Lawyers Of Convicted Surrey Six Gangsters Want Mistrial Darryl Dyck/CP LOOK: Old Vancouver Bank's New Life Jason Statler When It Comes to Jumbo Glacier Resort, All Questions Lead Back To Powerful Minister Caillum Smith | Flickr Vancouver Mom Who Killed Her 2 Babies Sentenced CityTV YouTube Aldergrove School Playground Condemned North Otter Elementary Facebook This Derelict Van 'Home' Costs $550/Month To Rent In B.C. Bill Everitt Petronas Threatens To Delay B.C. LNG Project By A Decade MyLoupe/UIG via Getty Images 45 Signs You're A Vancouver Canucks Fan Getty Images Intruder Dies After Being Caught By Homeowner, Neighbour Shutterstock / sculpies Recognize This Photo? Here's The Story Behind It Claude P. Dettloff/CP/National Archives of Canada Stanley Park Pedestrian Dies After Crash With Cyclist Getty Premier Denies Downplaying B.C. LNG Expectations Jonathan Hayward/CP Vancouver Is The Reason Alyssa Milano Quit TV Show Paul Archuleta via Getty Images City Of Vancouver Taking Arbutus Corridor Fight To Court Darryl Dyck/The Canadian Press Vancouver Mayor Focuses On Pipelines For Re-Election Campaign Vision Vancouver Facebook FOLLOW HUFFPOST Email Email Address Options HuffPost Daily Brief British Columbia Get top stories and blog posts emailed to me each day.. Facebook HuffPost British Columbia Twitter HuffPost Follow British Columbia Follow Google Plus HuffPost British Columbia RSS The Huffington Post British Columbia All RSS / Feeds Phone Available on the App Store Android App on Google Play Get it at Blackberry App World Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search advertise log in make HuffPost your home page RSS careers FAQ user agreement privacy policy comment policy about us about our ads contact us Copyright ©2014 TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. "The Huffington Post" is a registered trademark of TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. All rights reserved. Part of HPMG News Use this form to alert a HuffPost editor about a factual or typographical error in this story. Notify message * Required * * * What kind of error is this? Choose an option Factual or typographical Comment moderation problem Rights and permissions Other * What is the correction? 0 count Describe the error here (1,000 character limit) * Type the words below so we know you are not a cyborg Sign me up for The Huffington Post's Daily Brief Thank you!)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "#FunFriday Fact: #BC has the highest small business employment in Canada. October is Small Business Month! Check out: http://t.co/20bcLmlvFP" @bcliberals - 03:55pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media last tweet "" @ - 12:00am Follow @ last post "" facebook/ - Jan 1st Like Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=18290&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 6, April 2009  Stress in our society and in BC teachers By Charlie Naylor In Canada, a major cause of stress affecting workers is the inability to find or the unwillingness to provide an appropriate work-life balance. Simply put, the research evidence suggests that unless work-life balance issues are addressed then individuals, organizations, employers, and society all pay the price. “Stress and work-life conflict are intertwined, and the latter has been documented as both a cause and an outcome of job stress. Stress is one of the more commonly documented outcomes of demanding work. Job stress is increasingly recognized as a determinant of employee health and productivity.” (G. Lowe, 2006) One form of stress that impacts people in health, education, and social services is compassion fatigue, a concept described as “the most recent term to describe the emotional reaction of a helper to another person’s trauma.” (M. Hamilton, 2008). Compassion fatigue may result in physical or psychological symptoms as well as behavioural changes when work is emotionally demanding. Similar to Secondary Traumatic Stress (STS), compassion fatigue could negatively impact school counselors, or any teacher whose continued empathic engagement with students led to the teacher or counselor’s vicarious traumatization. Burnout, related to compassion fatigue, is a “state of physical, emotional, and mental exhaustion or dissatisfaction with one’s work situation” and often emerges gradually over time, which implies that stress is more likely to affect older teachers. While much of the literature states that stress is a growing problem in workplaces, and that teaching is among those occupations with high stress, the BC government refuses to recognize stress in its allowable WorkSafeBC claims categories, unlike Alberta, which in Section 24(1) of the Alberta Workers Compensation Act explicitly includes “physical, psychological, and psychiatric” disabilities. With government and WorkSafeBC absent from dealing with the consequences of teacher illness and disability linked to stress, the void in terms of support has been filled by the BCTF. Teachers, through their union dues, have essentially paid for their own disability claims, although the last collective agreement included an amount to cover Salary Indemnity Plan (SIP) costs. Data from the BCTF indicates that: Over 60% of SIP costs for claims linked to psychological/ psychiatric disorders are linked to teachers over 50, while only 39% of BC teachers are aged 50 or older. Older teachers are significantly over-represented in SIP claims. 24% of SIP claims were from male teachers, while 76% were from women. 31% of BC teachers are men and 69% women. Women are making a greater proportion of claims than might be expected related to their numbers, but this is consistent with findings from a wider literature. For those male teachers who claimed under the SIP, 65% of claimants were aged 50 or over, while 16% were aged 35 to 44. For female teachers, 51% of claimants were aged 50 or over, while 26% were aged 35 to 44. The higher numbers of women teacher claimants aged 35-44 may be an indicator of the “sandwich generation” effect on women teachers. Of 18 categories in the BCTF Rehabilitation Program, one category, psychological/ psychiatric disorders, represents 43% of total claims and 47% of the program’s total costs. Some BCTF locals, especially those in southern Vancouver Island, appear to have high SIP claims compared to the number of teachers in the locals. So what should be done? While workload intensification and competing work-life balance appear to be major factors in causing stress and illness, government-initiated efforts to address workload appear minimal in BC. While government cost-avoidance for stress and work-related illness was legislated by the BC government in 2002, the costs to individuals and to society are enormous. BC teachers accessing the SIP will already have used any available sick leave, may have accessed professional medical and other healthcare services, and likely incur costs for prescription drugs. Canada, like many other countries, shows huge increases in the prescription of antidepressants, with one recent study reporting a rise of 43% in four years (J. Currie, 2005). While the pharmaceutical multinationals profit from stress and depression, and taxpayers foot much of the bill, a better use of taxpayers’ money could be to target prevention rather than provide pills. In the BC education system, the correlation between age (teachers over 50) and disability payments (43% of all disability claims linked to psychological/psychiatric disorders) requires urgent attention, perhaps by offering reduced workload or by developing early retirement incentives as options to support the transition of older teachers into retirement or less stressful work, and to reduce the prevalence and costs of disability. While the issue of stress-related illness is complex, the paucity of prevention measures at federal and provincial government levels reflects a systemic apathy that should be challenged. Instead of individuals and society paying huge costs as consequences of stress, the factors causing stress could be addressed by reducing workloads, providing incentives for early retirement, and supporting a variety of work-life balance options. Charlie Naylor, BCTF Research and Technology Division. For the full BCTF Research reports on stress in Canada and among BC teachers, see: http://tinyurl.com/dd49zt  http://tinyurl.com/cwc6ow )
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(20141006,politics.theglobeandmail.com,http://politics.theglobeandmail.com/2014/06/10/unions-attacks-on-hudak-werent-quite-what-the-tories-expected/,Unions’ attacks on Hudak weren’t quite what the Tories expected - Politics Live - News, commentary and analysis from The Globe and Mail's politics team Politics Live Cancel Search 0 new update What you need to know Teachers have ratified the collective agreement between the B.C. Teachers' Federation and their public school employers by a vote of 86 per cent. In most districts, schools will open Monday. The first 14 days of the 2014-15 school year were lost to the strike, as well as the last two weeks of the 2013-14 school year. What's in the agreement? How does it compare to the BCTF's initial proposals? How B.C. teachers have measured up historically Home » Politics Live advertising 4 months ago Unions’ attacks on Hudak weren’t quite what the Tories expected By Adam Radwanski Only a few weeks ago, Tim Hudak’s Progressive Conservatives were bracing themselves – and trying to brace the public – for a barrage of attack ads from the union group Working Families Coalition. As it turns out, while the Tories were entirely right to fear an onslaught from organized labour, they were a bit off in predicting where it would come from. Working Families has indeed been running ads, but the organization has been less of a factor than in elections past. Whatever one thinks of spots like this one, the buys for them just don’t seem to have been as big as in other campaigns (and the lead-ups to them), including 2011′s. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=edvhpyH0448 But if the coalition has been relatively quiet, individual unions have more than stepped in to make up for it. In the three weeks between an early-campaign advertising blackout and another one that will be imposed on Wednesday, it’s been hard to turn on the TV without seeing ads like this one, from the Ontario Secondary School Teachers’ Federation: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k5k5MTLPmbQ Meanwhile, on many radio stations, pretty much every commercial break has included ads like this one from the Ontario Nurses’ Association: It’s hard to say precisely why unions have gone it alone more than previously. Working Families has always been a bit of an unwieldy group with plenty of potential fault lines, including between public- and private-sector unions, and it’s possible they just had their own ideas of how to go about things. As much as anything, it seems to be that with Mr. Hudak running on an agenda much more threatening to them than the one he campaigned on last time, unions wanted to be more hands-on. And maybe they figured that going directly to voters as teachers, nurses or other generally well-liked professions would be more effective than as part of an amorphous coalition that the Tories have spent a lot of time trying to discredit. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tfTbxix21Gw Whatever the case, the way it’s played out has rendered pre-emptive efforts like the one above somewhat useless. But particularly with the likes of the Ontario Provincial Police Association joining the fray (and yes, to the chagrin of many of us, also a union that represents journalists), the impression that the Tories are under simultaneous assault from pretty much every union in the province is, if anything, likelier to stir a debate about third-party spending rules than if it were mostly just Working Families again. In the improbable event that Mr. Hudak wins a majority government, one has to imagine he’ll move fairly swiftly to try to prevent anything like this from happening again. Update: A couple of people have pointed out that, while less heavy on TV this time, Working Families has taken more of a plunge into radio, online and print advertising. Perhaps that has something to do with individual unions largely covering off the TV side of things, and it’s almost certainly related to the relative scarcity of ad space in that medium with the parties and the third parties all competing for it after a sudden election call. advertisinganalysistim hudak Filed under: Ontario Election More stories from Politics Live schools 2 weeks ago Teachers get back to work in B.C. classrooms By Mason Wright Grade Six teacher David Murphy welcomes students on the first day of school, 2012, at Simon Fraser Elementary School in Vancouver. Similar scenes will play out across B.C. on Monday and Tuesday. (John Lehmann/The Globe and Mail) On a day when teachers returned to classrooms around the province with varying levels of enthusiasm (see pictures below from Twitter and Instagram), we say it’s a good time to end the B.C. teachers’ strike liveblog and leave Politics Live to upcoming municipal election campaigns. Thanks for reading and sharing. Remember to pick up a copy of Saturday’s Globe and Mail newspaper for extended coverage of the end of the labour dispute. Feeling very heavy hearted. Trying hard to regain startup enthusiasm. Faced with cleaning & moving furniture #bced pic.twitter.com/Q1oxNXEQ18 — Anne-Marie Fenn (@amcfenn) September 19, 2014 3 degrees & I'm scrubbing desks on a day this govt thinks we get paid to do nothing. #bced for u! Not bitter at all! pic.twitter.com/Z6GwYuv1VL — gurjitpattar (@gurjitpattar) September 19, 2014 Shared set of 10 laptops (among 3 classes), older than the children who will be using them. #thisismyclassroom #bced pic.twitter.com/qyF3Dp5cnQ — Scott McCafferty (@ScottMcCaff) September 19, 2014 Pete the Cat is back in the classroom #bced pic.twitter.com/cdpIGxenuF — Sandi Purdell Lewis (@BCrubberboots) September 19, 2014 Setting up my class today. I better get off twitter as I only have one day! #bced pic.twitter.com/FpnprQRTlD — Janine Fraser (@Janfra2) September 19, 2014 schoolsteachers Filed under: B.C. Teachers Strike what to expect 2 weeks ago Back to school, back to dealing with school issues By Mason Wright With the drama of bargaining, picket lines and rallies finally in the past, teachers, parents and students can now turn their attention to returning to classes next week. That means all those back-to-school pointers and advice columns the rest of Canada read before Labour Day are suddenly relevant for readers in B.C. Here’s a sampling: Resist the back-to-school overspending tyranny A helpful personal finance column by Rob Carrick urges parents to mind their budgets by thinking twice before upgrading perfectly good technology, skipping a few extraneous items on school-supply lists and saying no to those buy-one-get-one-half-off-another sales. Read the full article here.   How to help kids stay cool about back to school Psychologist and author Sara Dimerman advises on preparing kids for expected anxieties at different school levels. For example: Grade 1 is both exciting and anxiety-provoking. Your child is likely standing tall knowing that he has joined ranks of the older kids. However, he may also be apprehensive about taking on more responsibility and spending recess on a different playground. … Rest assured that these feelings and behaviours are normal and it’s a good idea to tell him so. Share that even teachers feel nervous before school begins again. Go for a walk around the exterior of the school and spend some time in the new playground. Read the full article here.   The top three back-to-school stresses for teens If you’re the parent of a teenager, here’s more advice to help you anticipate students’ stress, from columnist Anthony E. Wolf: Talk to them. Let them know that you understand that the beginning of school can be stressful. It can seem a little strange, even overwhelming, getting back into a routine, but all kids feel this way. Reassure them that if they do feel apprehensive about it, they are not alone. Read the full article here.   Kids’ snacks that make the grade Growing kids need to refuel every two to three hours to keep their blood sugar (glucose) levels stable as sustained blood sugar means kids will have more energy to concentrate in class and participate in after school sports. The added calories from snacks provide an opportunity to boost your child’s intake of important nutrients like calcium, iron and zinc. What kinds of snacks? Dietician and columnist Leslie Beck suggests things like edamame, trail mix and fresh fruit and yogurt. Read the full article here. back to schoolparentsstudentswhat to expect Filed under: B.C. Teachers Strike bctf 3 weeks ago BCTF members ratify new six-year contract, ending B.C. teachers’ strike By Andrea Woo — Vancouver BCTF President Jim Iker announcing ratification vote results on Thursday. The B.C. Teachers’ Federation membership has voted 86 per cent in favour of a new contract, ending the teachers’ strike that has kept more than half-a-million students out of the classroom. Of 31,741 ballots cast, 27,275 were in favour of the new six-year contract, BCTF president Jim Iker announced Thursday night. There are roughly 41,000 members in all. “With the ratification of the new collective agreement, the strike and lockout are now over,” Mr. Iker said. “Teachers and students will be back in school on Monday.” Mr. Iker said there was a “strong vote of support for the collective agreement” despite the fact the union did not get everything it needs. “We all know that this deal isn’t perfect, but it does provide gains for teachers, it protects our charter rights, it increases support for our students,” he said. “There will be more classroom and specialist teachers in schools to help our students; our teachers on call will get fair pay for a day’s work and all our members will get a salary increase.” However, several teachers have said they are not happy with the new deal. (Read our story on that here.) Education Minister Peter Fassbender issued the following statement after the BCTF’s announcement: “We have one of the best public education systems in the world, and that’s in large part because we have such great teachers. “We can now focus on the path forward. This long-term agreement is an historic opportunity to work together for students – to enhance their education experience and to support their achievements.” Mr. Iker said no lost time will be made up, though former education minister George Abbott has suggested otherwise: Former education minister told me ministry working on plan to make up lost time, Iker says final decision is three weeks lost. #bced — Justin Giovannetti (@justinCgio) September 19, 2014 Meanwhile, Thursday’s turnout was higher than the past few ratification votes: Ballots cast in most recent @bctf ratification votes: 31740 (2005), 25129 (2006), 21044 (2012), 31741 (2014). | #bced #bcpoli — BCTF (@bctf) September 19, 2014 Find more in the story on our main site here. Follow Andrea Woo on Twitter: @AndreaWoo bargainingbc liberalsbctfchristy clarkeducationparentspeter cameronstudents Filed under: B.C. Teachers Strike social media 3 weeks ago Scenes from teacher ratification votes across B.C. From Andrea Woo: Just spoke with five teachers outside the voting site in Vancouver and three of them voted against the tentative agreement. The two who voted for it did so grudgingly, saying they couldn’t afford to lose any more money on the picket lines — some have lost around $10,000 — and that they’re worried public perception will turn against them if they vote no. All of them are disappointed with the agreement, but feel it will pass. Several long-time teachers have told me that if they were just starting out today, they wouldn’t get into teaching. Spotted at Richards and Georgia, near #bced ratification vote site. #Vancouver pic.twitter.com/htVJF1jo6S — Andrea Woo (@AndreaWoo) September 18, 2014   Many local teachers’ associations set up information study sessions and voting meetings for teachers today, and tweets show throngs of teachers eager to participate in the process. From Coquitlam: In line to vote! #crazy #bced pic.twitter.com/yPO95nsmES — Brittany Jeanne (@Blum2400) September 18, 2014 Awesome turnout for CTA #bced meeting! #publicedmatters pic.twitter.com/UQic8tvcPd — Lynda Lewis (@lyndasuelew) September 18, 2014 From Saanich: Over 400 @BCTF63 teachers in the @SD63Stellys gym. Thanks to all @bctf teachers for attending! #bced pic.twitter.com/5095jDP7if — SaanichTeachers (@BCTF63) September 18, 2014 From Surrey: Huge turnout of #Surrey teachers to morning study session to learn about #bced proposed contract. Serious mood. pic.twitter.com/dA2UhmWmDA — Laura Barker (@LauraCBarker) September 18, 2014 From Vancouver: I voted #YES! Did you? @VESTA39 @bctf @glenhansman @unitedstrong @CKNW @CTVNews @keithbaldrey #bced #bcpoli pic.twitter.com/GELZ8THDaK — Rich the Teach (@1amrich2) September 18, 2014 bctfimagessocial media Filed under: B.C. Teachers Strike what to expect 3 weeks ago What to expect Thursday as B.C. teachers vote on the tentative agreement By Mason Wright   Brentwood Bay Elementary teachers (from left to right) Rhayna Archer, Fiona Mosher, Carmen Di Lucca, Jacqueline Jim and Aimee Lampard in Brentwood Bay, B.C., will be among the teachers voting Thursday on whether to ratify a tentative settlement that would end the strike which began in June. (Chad Hipolito for The Globe and Mail) B.C.’s 40,000 public-school teachers will cast their votes today on the collective agreement achieved by the union and the government after marathon bargaining sessions over the weekend. Results of the vote will be released at 9:30 p.m. in a news conference by BCTF president Jim Iker (streaming link here), and we’ll have them available in a story on our B.C. teachers’ strike topic page. Study sessions are being held this morning for members so they can learn more about the proposed six-year deal and ask questions. Online, the union posted a one-page PDF entitled “10 reasons to vote yes” as commentators online debate the merits of the agreement. The proposed contract includes a 7.25 per cent salary increase, improvements in extended health benefits and the teaching-on-call rate, an education fund to address class size and composition issues, and money to address retroactive grievances. The question being put to teachers is this: Are you in favour of ratifying the agreement-in-committee reached on September 16, 2014? The deal must also be ratified by the employer. According to a letter sent to parents in the Central Okanagan school district by superintendent Hugh Gloster, the province’s 60 school districts have until 3 p.m. Friday to complete their own ratification vote. If BCTF members ratify Thursday night, however, schools will be open Friday morning and teachers doing prep work will be on the payroll. Reported elsewhere Private schools are reporting an overall 5 per cent uptick in enrolment in B.C. over last year, a sign that some parents weren’t prepared to wait for public schools to open. Rates vary across the province based in part on independent schools’ capacity to accept new students, but history shows the public system may have lost many students for good. Says Peter Froese of the Federation of Independent School Associations of BC: “In our experience, based on past labour disruptions in the public sector, we find that the families that have chosen independent schools in… our fixed structures — they tend to stay.” While many questions about the school schedule will be worked out at a local level by school districts or even individual schools, there are mandated hours of instruction for public school students in B.C.: Under the School Act’s school calendar regulation, school districts must offer the following minimum hours of instruction annually: 853 for kindergarten, 878 for grades 1 to 7, and 952 for grades 8 to 12. With reports from Justine Hunter, Andrea Woo and The Canadian Press Follow Mason Wright on Twitter: @thismason bctfratificationwhat to expect Filed under: B.C. Teachers Strike View all posts from Politics Live » Politics Live is part of The Globe and Mail's Globe Politics Network © Copyright 2014 The Globe and Mail Inc. All Rights Reserved. 444 Front St. W., Toronto, ON Canada M5V 2S9 Phillip Crawley, Publisher)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2011/01/bcpsea-wrong-people-to-bargain-with.html?showComment0751296518894858,Staffroom Confidential: BCPSEA - the wrong people to bargain with teachers Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Sunday, January 30, 2011 BCPSEA - the wrong people to bargain with teachers The BC Public School Employer's Association is not popular with teachers. It was imposed as a provincial bargaining agent in the mid-90's and teachers were denied their right to bargain locally, directly with their school Trustees. BCPSEA has failed to negotiate agreements in every round of bargaining except 2006, when a government signing bonus was on the table. Government intervention has been used in every other case. BCPSEA is not an organization of educators. It's employees are bureaucrats with very large salaries who typically have degrees in HR or business. These are the people that are entrusted with negotiating with teachers to reach the best collective agreements to serve Boards of Education who deliver educational programs in schools. It just doesn't make sense. And it is galling to read one of the first "tweets" from BCPSEA announcing their entrance to the twittersphere: "Spread the word in your District. BCPSEA updates now on Twitter. The first and most accurate factual information on education issues." Perhaps if you go to your lawyer or banker to seek information and expertise on educational issues, you might equally trust BCPSEA. I personally would ask an educator. Local teacher associations around the province are frustrated with the impact BCPSEA has had on relations with their local school Boards. Every time we try to work with Boards to modify our collective agreements where a provision clearly isn't working for either party, BCPSEA interferes. This has hampered our ability to discuss standardized testing, class size and composition, the school year, to name just a few issues. These issues are critical to students and families, and their interests should not be represented by unaccountable bureaucrats. BCPSEA is accountable to almost no one. Yes, they are directed by a Council elected by representatives of school Trustees. But that is a far cry from the type of accountability that locally elected Trustees have. We used to negotiate directly with these locally elected Trustees. If a Board did something unpopular in the community, the Trustees would know come the next election. In contrast, BCPSEA employees never answer to the public. A parent can phone their Trustee. They would have trouble getting in touch with their BCPSEA representative and they would have even more trouble having them listen and act on their concern. It is interesting that the one small piece of accountability there is - the election of the Chair by Trustee reps - actually got exercised this weekend. In a suprise "upset" (as Janet Steffenhagen called it), former Chair Ron Christensen was ousted and replaced by Mel Joy at last weekend's BCPSEA Annual General Meeting. I hope this was a response to the decades long failure of BCPSEA to act in a way that assists and improves Boards' ability to deliver quality education. Teachers are hoping this round to bargain a whole lot more with our local Boards. We believe that sensible solutions to local issues that will serve the local community are best made by those who live and work there and understand the needs. They are best developed by those directly elected by the parents and citizens in that community. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 8:47 AM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 17 comments: TobeyJanuary 30, 2011 at 9:30 AM Beautiful! Glad to see the BCPSEA problematized! They definitely do *not* represent the interests of the public, the values of professional educationists, or the needs of students. The class and power dynamics here are critical; but, sadly, many of us ignore or avoid the implications of stratified power. For instance, look at how de-fanged May Day has become - a holiday which commemorates the solidarity and legitimacy of labour militancy has come to be purveyed as a 'day for relaxation'. Discussions of class and power may not be in the interests of the elite, but for those of us in the trenches it's an absolute necessity. Cheers for highlighting this particular lack.ReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 30, 2011 at 8:45 PM Hi Tara, This is Silas White, elected trustee director at BCPSEA, also board chair on the Sunshine Coast. For both positions I feel very accountable to the public, part of which is trying to follow any concerns and feedback expressed online... But there are more similarities between my provincial and local roles, too. Locally and provincially, accountable trustees set direction for bargaining. But also both locally and provincially, boards delegate the actual daily work of bargaining and labour relations to professional staff. There is some local bargaining for teachers (we do a lot on the Sunshine Coast) and of course support staff, and in these cases again trustees may set direction but don't necessarily sit at the bargaining table. Boards typically have 0-2 trustees involved, and their roles are to liaison with the board and represent general board direction but not to do the legwork of bargaining. Just like BCPSEA, HR professionals and other hired staff do this. As far as "educators" go, I expect you're not suggesting that teachers should be bargaining with teachers, but rather that a superintendent or principal is often on a local team. Provincially, BCPSEA has a seconded superintendent on its team: Mike Roberts from Central Okanagan. Other BCPSEA staff including Hugh Finlayson and Jacquie Griffiths also used to work for school districts; if they still did under a local bargaining model, they'd be doing that work locally for trustees rather than provincially for trustees. Also, we all need to be realistic that the provincial government is a key player because it funds boards and also regulates both provincial and local bargaining, and numerous other aspects of education, with provincial legislation. So importantly, BCPSEA also has this representation at the table (though the majority is still trustees). As a trustee rep I feel my effectiveness at BCPSEA would be drastically reduced if we were left to merely speculate on government activity in relation to our discussions. Finally, the election yesterday was a positive response to Mel's candidacy rather than a negative response to Ron's. Ron has been instrumental and visionary in encouraging a younger generation of trustees, and evidently people felt it is time for this new leadership to step forward. It was bound to happen sometime, and such a generational shift will inevitably happen in other organizations, too. Maybe quite suddenly, like this was. But an election of a new chair simply cannot change BCPSEA's role, mandate and structure, which was set by the Clark government in 1994. BCPSEA does so happen to be the provincial bargaining agent to represent boards in teacher bargaining, which seems to be your main complaint about the organization... However, I do think if there is going to be a change we could all start by being a lot less adversarial. You mention the connection to parents, citizens, community and I can definitely confirm as someone elected by those people that their first wish in these matters is for both sides to cut down on the political rhetoric and work out some solutions for the best interests of our students and public education. Personally, I feel this can be accomplished at the provincial table, but I'm also open to a BCTF-BCPSEA discussion on the split of provincial/local matters. (I should also mention I appreciate your portrayal of boards in this posting much more than in your last posting.)ReplyDelete Jason ScottJanuary 30, 2011 at 10:34 PM Hi Tara, thanks for blogging. I like to hear your perspective, though personally I feel there are quite a few black-and-white statements in your posts. I'm a parent and a trustee (sd46-funnily enough same as SW above); but I'm also just a person who cares about education like you, and I assume you're open to questions since you're in the blogosphere. I'm curious about this statement that I've heard a few times lately: "BCPSEA has failed to negotiate agreements in every round of bargaining except 2006" Hasn't BCTF also failed to negotiate agreements in every round of bargaining except 2006? Only seems fair to mention that both sides failed to reach agreements. No? J ScottReplyDelete Tara EhrckeJanuary 31, 2011 at 8:12 AM Thanks for the thoughtful comments. A few responses. When we negotiate issues locally we talk to Superintendents, Associates and Principals. While we may have different viewpoints, we all share a common knowledge of life in schools. That is the piece missing when discussing issues with HR managers or lawyers or professional bargainers. It is fine to talk about salary with an HR manager, but when we discuss school based teams, or staff committees, it is essential I believe to have that common framework for discussion. You mention that Boards delegate bargaining to staff. That has not been the history in Victoria and I believe many districts. We always had Trustees (up to three at a time even!) sit directly on the district's local bargaining team. Yes the province is a player. That is why we believe the Province should provide a funding envelope for local Boards to use to bargain locally. This was the model adopted in Ontario and was very successful in allowing local Boards to allocate those resources in ways that made sense for the teachers and communities. Maybe in some Districts this will go to upgrade teacherages. Maybe in others to enhance funding for travel costs for professional development, for example. Trustees do direct BCPSEA, and if they thought BCPSEA was broken they could withhold their fees/participation. Boards of Education had two substantive functions at their inception: taxation and bargaining (a form of management right). Both have been removed. This, in my opinion, deprives them of much of the significant decision making authority which ought to come with that elected office. They are not functions which have been stripped from municipalities. But school Boards have become less and less relevant under this governance model. This is a shame, as they are one of the key forms of democratic control at the local level. On J Scott's remark about failing to negotiate. I think it is hard to blame teachers for "failing" when we have been unilaterally legislated back to work. This happened in 2002 and again in 2005. It is my honest belief that BCPSEA knew government would do this and that as a result they did not bargain meaningfully. If you would like some concrete evidence, please take a look at the court case taking place over Bill 27 and 28, in which the BCTF introduced evidence that showed the direct relationship between government legislation and BCPSEA bargaining. You can find details on the BCTF web site.ReplyDelete Jason ScottJanuary 31, 2011 at 12:24 PM Thanks for furthering the dialogue. I respect your opinion, and I'm not here to refute that. I'm just saying that when two parties (or groups) fail to reach an agreement in negotiations, both "sides" need to take responsibility for that. It's the only way to move forward, in my opinion. J ScottReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 31, 2011 at 4:05 PM PART 2 (from Silas): There are no board fees for BCPSEA so the structural accountability component is largely through the election of trustees to the board of directors. And if trustees felt BCPSEA was broken we would definitely hear about it. Trustee and board participation in the Rep Council and AGM last week was more positive and extensive than I've ever seen it. I believe only one or two boards out of 60 weren't represented, due to conflicting schedules. I can relate to your governance comments, though at the same time I understand why the Province made these changes: equity. I live in a region (and time) where building public support for school taxes would be brutal because about half our population is over the age of 50. In regions where a higher proportion of the population is directly connected to public education, or likewise just has more per-capita wealth than others, a board would be able to raise more taxes and offer better programs to their students than in other districts. Bargaining is similar: as far as the distribution of funds goes, it needs to be equitable. Secondly, certainly salary harmonization and also some common working conditions, processes and other practices among teachers throughout the province would also be impossible under local bargaining. And how about porting of seniority and sick leave? I realize I'm now referring to the extreme of full local bargaining, but it seems as though you are, too, especially with the funding envelope suggestion. As far as a BCTF-BCPSEA discussion on the current provincial-local split goes, as I said before that is not a bad thought. I can speak from personal experience, though, that my district conducts quite a lot of mid-contract modification bargaining and we and our local never seem to run out of issues to work on that are already classified as local. But I also understand that the BCTF feels there can be too many restrictions around the current process for local bargaining, which would also inevitably be part of any discussion on the split.ReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 31, 2011 at 4:06 PM Hi Tara, Silas here again, still needing to get a WordPress or Google sign-in. And responding in 2 parts! (guess I just need my own blog) PART 1: At the provincial level, the role of the seconded superintendent will certainly be to represent that common knowledge of life in schools, and to share it with the rest of the bargaining team. It has also been (and will continue to be) to connect with superintendents and principals around the province to strengthen that commonality and knowledge at the table. He is one person, but on the other hand he has been seconded to focus on representing that educational perspective in bargaining and labour relations -- so he isn't juggling hundreds of other non-bargaining demands and urgent issues like a local superintendent would be during local bargaining. And this is actually one of local boards' greatest concerns re: local bargaining. When we have all our superintendents and other key staff focused on bargaining throughout the province (in addition to the teacher reps, of course) it can be a serious drain on the daily operations and educational focus of our system. In some districts, it simply isn't practicable. So why don't only the trustees bargain, then? Well we don't have that firsthand classroom/school knowledge you talk about. And I say this as someone who has been relatively active in local bargaining. But in addition to that classroom knowledge it is just as important to have school district HR professionals involved because they're the ones who deal with the collective agreement every day, probably have the most year-round contact with local presidents such as yourself, are most aware of all recent grievances, etc. So these HR professionals are involved at the provincial stage just as they would be at local tables. As I mentioned, I'm in a district where trustees are more involved than many others in bargaining -- and yet we certainly don't do the legwork because we aren't immersed in either the classroom or collective agreement as our daily work. I like to think we contribute valuable input to our team, but realistically teachers aren't "bargaining with the trustees." Although, I am interested in the Victoria model you mention so will check into it with present and past Victoria trustee associates. But realistically, the Victoria experience is not what most teacher locals would be looking at in local bargaining today. Just take a look at support staff tables or mid-contract modification tables, and you won't find many trustees. Re: the funding envelope idea, the other side of this is that it can hang boards out to dry when there isn't much to offer from provincial coffers, or in the present case, when there is net-zero to offer. So the centralization of a situation like this, when we're all under these very same conditions set by the province anyway, and there really isn't any flexibility to make the localized decisions like the examples you provided, makes a lot of sense.ReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 31, 2011 at 4:08 PM Sorry those appeared backwards! Read the bottom one first.ReplyDelete Tara EhrckeFebruary 1, 2011 at 7:56 AM Hi Silas - We are not proposing the "big" money items at the local table...salary and benefits. Although there is a case to be made by Boards that these should be. In a remote District a Board might want higher salaries to attract teachers. Salaries are not harmonized right now - they vary quite a bit from district to district. Nor are benefits. The equity piece is dealt with through the funding envelope - it needs to be allocated in an equitable fashion (eg. per FTE student). My point about funding was not that I want local taxation back, just that the general model has been to strip Boards of their powers. I agree with you that equitable distribution is essential with respect to the funding. In fact, many of the current grant structures (e.g. Community Link) and the funding provided by International students and parent fundraising still create considerable inequity in the funding available to Boards and schools. The funding model was originally changed for equity reasons (after the Cameron Commission in the late 40's). But other parts of the governance model that have changed are about stripping Boards of their relevance, and bargaining is one of them. Victoria negotiated porting of sick leave way back in the 90's locally. No need to do this provincially. And many of us don't like portability of seniority here! Many of the items we want to bargain are not even cost items. Of our thirty odd priorities less than half are money items and many of the money items are small money items. For example, we would like to increase the allotment of PD funds to teachers. We currently receive $87 per year. Meanwhile, administrators get close to $1000. If there has been room in the budget to increase administrator PD funds, why not teacher? Doubling our PD funds would cost the District less than $100,000 - a small money item in a $170 million budget. Or why not redistribute that same funding equitably to all educators? We would like language defining health and safety committees - no cost. A parental complaint process - no cost. I could go on. In fact, the costs to Board arise when these issues are not dealt with. They end up as grievances and the money goes to lawyers and arbitrators. Our Board is spending close to half a million dollars a year in litigation with us, when they should be just bargaining with us to develop long term solutions to these local problems.ReplyDelete SilasFebruary 2, 2011 at 12:20 PM Hi Tara, Your earlier connection of local taxation to local bargaining is apt. Without local taxation trustees lost autonomy in many areas, but as I said before from a provincial perspective it created some necessary equity for students. When I look at only my district and my position, the more autonomy the better; provincially, though, there is some equity for both students and employees that can be achieved through some centralization. I've heard stories from the glory days of local bargaining in the 70s and 80s and from the employer's side taxation somewhat drove the whole exercise. Sometimes proposals would need to be costed out by how much taxes would need to be raised. But without this notion/utility as part of the formula, those glory days just aren't so romantic anymore. A lot of the control is going to be provincial anyway, so having 60+ provincial tables going may not be the best use of our local resources (your local as well as your district). [And I do understand your cited envelope model--though governance for Ontario boards is structured in a way that they have complementary autonomy and independence in other areas, too, compared to us, so I'm not sure it could work so well here.] But you're absolutely right that this situation has come about as a result of lessened autonomy -- but that issue isn't going to get solved within the current structure. That would need to come from outside, by whom we elect and influence as MLAs. That is an entirely different process and chances are that trustees and teachers have a lot in common regarding what they'd like to see happen provincially (simply more support for public education, for starters). On a quick count, my local CA has about 106 articles, about 35 of which are provincial. PD funds are already local are they not? Same with health & safety? I don't believe we have a complaint process in our CA, but that surely isn't a provincial item. So if these items are already on the local table, is BCTF support for local bargaining actually indicative of dissatisfaction with *LOCAL* bargaining as it stands? Maybe there is a more effective way of addressing this underlying concern than expanding local bargaining, which seems counterintuitive? SilasReplyDelete Tara EhrckeFebruary 8, 2011 at 1:08 PM Not that I can speak for the BCTF, but as a local President I can say that we are frustrated both by how little is at the local table (pd funds are not at the local table, nor are stipends for committees, nor are parental complaints - have a look at Appendix 1 and 2 of the LOU #1 in your teacher collective agreement) and also that every time we try to have local negotiations we are told "BCPSEA told us not to". It is like trying to negotiate with the people who are not really in charge. I hope there will be support from Trustees for increased local bargaining because I think we both have things to gain.ReplyDelete Silas WhiteFebruary 9, 2011 at 6:44 PM All the more reason for a BCTF-BCPSEA discussion on the split, as our working document (at least in SD#46) is unclear. Appendix 1 & 2 do not line up with other local/provincial designations in our document. However "Health and Safety Committee" is consistently designated local. The "BCPSEA told us not to" phenomenon is troubling, as we can probably both agree that it doesn't sound much like real local bargaining. Neither does "BCTF head office told us not to," but I will acknowledge that boards seem to fall back on that former excuse a bit too much. But with more local bargining, you'd just hear it FAR MORE, and BCPSEA would be busier than ever. The biggest reason for "BCPSEA told us not to" is that districts don't have enough resources to handle the current assignment of support staff and limited teacher bargaining. Many of us lean heavily on BCPSEA's advice to the point where I'm sure it almost seems as though BCPSEA is directing local bargaining, which should not be happening. But boards have made it clear to BCPSEA that we can't all handle more local bargaining, and in fact the more that can be dealt with at the provincial table, the better. That said, boards would undoubtedly be willing to listen to arguments that some matters would best be handled split up 60 different ways because of varying unique circumstances across the province; as you've pointed out before, this is really what board governance of education in BC is all about. A discussion about how and why some matters could reasonably be sent to local tables could conceivably be a way to "increase local bargaining" as you're hoping for. Hopefully such a discussion will be the next step.ReplyDelete AnonymousMarch 10, 2011 at 5:33 PM Wow. I stumbled across this blog while doing research and the conversation reflects the reason I left BC politics/schools. Teachers want more money and do less, and use the "it's for the children" bleeding heart card. Well, teachers are over paid and unreliable. Our daughter is in Vancouver and we have a 2 week spring break. THis is only two months after x-mass break, and only 3 months before summer holidays. We've had to find day care for so called PD days, that oddly coincide with long weekends. I'd like to see teachers get a grip on reality and stop and get real work where they are expected to show up 5 days a week and only get a few weeks of holidays a year, not 12 - 14 , and to do it without a pension. Teachers have become a leach on th epublic purse, are no longer professional (given up when unionized), and is out of touch with the people who PAY their salaries.ReplyDelete AnonymousMarch 25, 2011 at 5:33 AM There will come a time (and I hope it's a long way off) where few will step forward to become teachers, and even less to become students.ReplyDelete AnonymousMay 14, 2011 at 8:35 AM Hey here's a novel approach, why not bargain in good faith and quit breaking United Nations and BC Laws? The BC Supreme Court just raked BCPSEA and the govt over the coals for all you've done to my profession. Hers a novel idea, why not bargain in good faith without a ministry dictated agenda? Us teachers all read the recent Supreme Court decision, and guess what people? There wont be another legislated agreement (oxymoron) again in this province. Oh and by the way, for the person who thinks this is a cushy do nothing job, when was the last time you taught 32 kids in a room, one of them legally blind, three identified as ADHD, one also ESL all by yourself? You think doing that and everything else my colleagues and I do is easy? Go get your 5.5 years university education, and you get on in there buddy, and relish your starting take home pay of about 2500 a month.... WOOT WOOT. I dare ya. Its easy to sit on the sidelines and bash teacher isn't it? WHy not, the government does it? How much time have you spent volunteering and helping in your children's schools over the past 5 years? Something everyone needs to consider here, from Wisconsin through to BC, is 70 percent of us whom teach your kids are getting ready to retire in the next 7 years. Hows teacher training and enrollment doing at the BC universities? got lots of potential replacements there now? You better. Do you even care about quality education and our future as a society? Get real, who would go into teaching when you cant even afford to live in Vancouver or the Valley on what a teacher makes. Get real people. Ps...... I can see the 18th green from my living room window, and you shall reap what you sow, so good luck with all this. Im one of the lucky ones getting out of the profession in the next three years. Ill be greeting you at Walmart and playing golf soon. I cant wait to be done with all this garbage. Thanks for ruining the whole concept of being a teacher for many of us, you gutted my passion, made it just a job, and when I complained to my MLA, he told me to find another job. So I did, I quit doing extra curricular ( stuff we do for free) and started my own company and took my skills elsewhere after 3:15 pm. Now you the public, have to pay for what I can offer, outside of the school I work in. Thanks for the advice Mr. MLA, now I can sit on the other side of the fence and just laugh at all the hypocrisy, lying, and cheating being modeled openly for all in society to learn from. Well done. Cheers : )ReplyDelete AnonymousSeptember 22, 2011 at 12:23 AM I am very curious about the costs & salaries at BCPSEA. I can't find anything online about what people--from the "CEO" down to the rank & file at BCPSEA are paid. All I could find when I searched salaries & BCPSEA were teachers' salaries. How much are BC taxpayers paying out annually to this organization? I'd really like to know. A supporter of public education & democracy.ReplyDelete AnonymousNovember 23, 2011 at 9:38 AM I too am very curious as to the compensation packages of all employees at BCPSEA and very curious as to why I can't find this information. They are 'ranked' as one of BC's 'best' employers so it goes without saying that the public should know why. The only firm piece of data I can find is that they cover 100% of employee benefits. Perhaps passing on what makes them 'best' to all those they bargain with would be a good place to start on the road to great.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ▼  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ▼  January (13) What can the revolution in Egypt teach us about 21... BCPSEA - the wrong people to bargain with teachers... BCPSEA discusses bargaining, media and the wired w... Is this the first crack in the BC government's wag... Teacher bargaining in the news What will "personalized" learning look like? A cyn... Has Margaret MacDiarmid forgotten about report car... One Grade Four Teachers Feelings on the FSA Victoria schools pressure parents not to withdraw?... Educators twitter on what learning in the 21st cen... FSAs, Merit Pay, Awards - Why rankings have no pla... Friedman or Finland?: Why we shouldn't rank school... A New Year, A New Attack on Teachers? ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/issues/research.aspx?id=5842&printPage=true,BCTF > Teaching in 2003: Survey report  	Untitled Page  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Issues in Education > Inclusive Education > Research Project Teaching in 2003: Survey report – How teachers in Coquitlam and Nanaimo view Special Education and ESL services Charlie Naylor BCTF Research January 2004 Acknowledgements BCTF Research sincerely thanks all 380 teachers in Coquitlam and Nanaimo who took time from their busy schedules to complete the BCTF Research survey. Because the survey was anonymous and confidential, we have no list of names to acknowledge here, but without your contribution, this report would not be possible. You have provided a rich bank of data, reflecting the reality of teaching in a range of settings in the 2002–03 school year. Many thanks to you all. We also thank the teacher researchers from the Coquitlam and Nanaimo school districts who participated in the BCTF research project and who facilitated the introduction, delivery, and completion of the surveys. In Coquitlam, thanks to: Carol-Anne de Balinhard, Debbie Burchill, Shannon Joba, Sean Lenihan, Daphne Mercier, Jo-Anne Perly, Donna Schaefer, Jill Sully, and Nadine Tambellini. In Nanaimo, thanks to Donna Allen, Judy Brayden, David Cutts, Bob Esliger, Lois Gair, Maureen Hancock, and Patricia Joly. Thanks also to the presidents and staff of the Coquitlam Teachers’ Association and of the Nanaimo and District Teachers’ Association for their support and meeting facilities throughout this project. Chris King in Coquitlam and Judy Brayden in Nanaimo offered much appreciated logistical support throughout the project. Introduction This report is based on a survey of teachers in 13 schools in School District # 43, Coquitlam, and SD # 68, Nanaimo-Ladysmith. The 13 schools were selected to reflect school type: elementary and secondary in Nanaimo, elementary, middle, and secondary in Coquitlam. They were also selected to reflect the general demographics of the school district’s student population, with an appropriate geographic and socio-economic range. 380 teachers provided responses to the survey, an overall response rate of 60% (67% in Coquitlam, 53% in Nanaimo). The surveys were completed by teachers in early 2003. The full survey instrument can be seen in the Appendix. The primary purpose of the survey was to invite teachers to express their views concerning Special Education and ESL services at the time of data collection. In addition to the respondent demographic section, data were collected in the following six areas: Class size and composition Teachers’ philosophy and practices related to Special Needs and ESL Availability of school-based and district supports for students with special needs, and for ESL students Availability of supports for teachers linked to students with special needs, and ESL students Teachers’ enjoyment of teaching, and professional relationships Personal, career, and family impacts resulting from teaching This report, while differentiating data between the two districts, will not identify either individual respondents or school sites. Respondent demographics Age Survey respondents from Coquitlam tended to be generally younger than respondents from Nanaimo. There were significantly more respondents from Coquitlam in both the 25–34 and the 35–44 age groups than there were from Nanaimo, or than are found in the provincial average. There were significantly more Nanaimo respondents in the 45–54 and the 55+ age groups than there were in Coquitlam, or than are found in the provincial average. Table 1: Age distribution of survey respondents compared to the provincial profile Age Coquitlam survey respondents Nanaimo survey respondents Provincial profile1 Under 25 1% 1% 2% 25–34 28% 12% 19% 35–44 30% 19% 26% 45–54 30% 52% 42% 55 and over 9% 17% 11% No response 2% 0%   Gender More males from both districts responded to the survey than might be expected from provincial gender profiles, and fewer females. Table 2: Gender of survey respondents   Coquitlam survey respondents Nanaimo survey respondents Provincial profile2 Male 42% 39% 34% Female 57% 61% 66% Table 3: FTE status   Full-time, continuing Full-time, term Part-time, continuing Part-time, term Teacher on Call Coquitlam 90% 3% 4% 1% 1% Nanaimo 83% 3% 10% 3% 1% Years of teaching experience The survey gathered information on respondents’ experience levels, and compared them to the provincial profile (Table 4), using data from Ministry of Education Standard Report 2067, Years of experience within B.C. education system of educators by position and gender within school districts (for 2000–01). Considering these data in conjunction with the ‘Age Distribution’ data (Table 1), and assuming they reflect the teaching population in each district, Nanaimo appears to have both an older and a more experienced teacher population than does Coquitlam. With 23% more teachers in Nanaimo having over 20 years experience than is reflected in the provincial average, the district might anticipate significant turnover as large numbers of teachers will retire in the next few years. Table 4: Years of teaching experience—survey respondents compared to provincial profile Experience Group (Years) Coquitlam survey respondents Nanaimo survey respondents Provincial profile Less than one 2% 0% 3% One to four 11% 6% 18% Five to nine 25% 16% 21% Ten to nineteen 33% 25% 29% Twenty + 28% 52% 29% Teaching assignment and subject/work areas Classroom teachers made up 72% of respondents, with another 17% non-enrolling and 2% itinerant; 3% of respondents identified themselves as department heads, with 6% in “other” assignment categories. Respondents were invited to identify the subject/work area in which they spent most of their teaching time (Table 5). Almost half of respondents (44%) were elementary or middle school generalist teachers. Slightly over 40% of respondents indicated that they taught in more than one subject area, a pattern particularly pronounced in CAPP, English, and Learning Assistance. Table 5: Respondents’ subject/work areas Subject/Work area % of respondents – Coquitlam % of respondents – Nanaimo Elementary/Middle School generalist 24% 24% English/Language Arts 12% 15% Special Education 6% 11% Library 3% 4% Music/Drama/Fine Arts 7% 6% Science 10% 10% Social Studies 9% 7% Learning Assistance 12% 10% Industrial/Vocational/Tech. Studies 4% 3% Counselling 4% 5% Physical Education 6% 6% French as a Second Language 3% 3% Home Economics 3% 3% English as a Second Language 9% 5% Mathematics 10% 10% Alternative education 0% 1% Business Education 3% 2% History 4% 3% CAPP 6% 3% Distance Education/Distributed Learning 0% 0% Geography 2% 3% Languages other than English or French 4% 1% Other 11% 14% Grade levels taught, Split-grade and Multi-grade classes Many respondents taught more than one grade level. While this can be partly explained by the responses from secondary teachers, and from Special Ed/LA/ESL teachers, there were also a significant number of teachers (40%) who taught split grade or multi-grade classes in both Nanaimo and Coquitlam. Class size and composition Very few respondents stated that their class size or caseload had decreased (Table 6). Almost two-thirds of Nanaimo respondents reported increased class size, as did over one-third of Coquitlam teachers. Caseload data suggest Specialist support teachers also reported higher caseloads, with more Nanaimo Specialist teachers reporting increased caseload than was the case in Coquitlam. A sizeable minority of teachers in Coquitlam (37%) reported class sizes the same in the 2002–03 school year compared with the 2001–02 school year. However, only 22% of Nanaimo teachers reported class size the same in both years, reflecting significantly more negative views of class size changes in SD # 68. Table 6: Class size and composition Statement % increased % decreased % stayed the same % n/a don’t know % no response Compared to last year:           a. my class size has: 38* 63** 9 3 37 22 8 3 9 8 b. my caseload has: 34 46 2 2 29 29 15 5 20 17 Compared to last year, in my class/caseload, the number of:           designated (MoE funded) c. ESL students has: 30 25 3 8 40 34 14 11 13 22 d. students with special needs 37 49 1 6 39 26 13 7 10 12 e. students with beha-vioural problems 37 35 3 3 36 37 13 9 10 15 f. gifted students 12 6 6 5 36 36 28 24 19 29 non-designated (not MoE funded) g. ESL students has: 24 24 2 4 39 29 16 15 19 27 h. students with special needs 34 43 1 3 33 23 15 13 17 17 i. students with behavioural problems 43 42 2 2 30 27 12 13 13 16 j. gifted students 10 6 4 2 35 33 26 27 26 33 k. International students has: 20 24 3 0 27 22 27 25 24 29 * Coquitlam responses on first line ** Nanaimo responses on second line These data indicate that many classroom and Specialist support teachers have increased class-size or caseload, though there appear to be differences between the two districts, especially in terms of the high number of Nanaimo classroom teachers (63%) reporting increased class size, compared to 38% in Coquitlam. The numbers may under-represent the prevalence of increased class size as there are between 11% and 35% of respondents for whom the question was not applicable. This occurs when Specialist support teachers do not answer the class-size question, and when classroom teachers do not respond to the caseload question. Responses concerning changes from last year to this in terms of the numbers of designated students in classes or caseloads are similar in some areas between the two districts. Few state that there are decreased numbers of designated ESL students, students with special needs, or students with behavioural problems in their classes or caseloads. Most respondents report either increased numbers or the same as last year. A significant difference between the districts occurs in teachers’ perceptions concerning the numbers of students with special needs in their classes or caseloads, with 12% more Nanaimo teachers (49%) reporting increased numbers of designated students with special needs in their classes, compared to responses from Coquitlam (37%). This occurs also in terms of students who are not designated, but whom teachers consider to have special needs. 12% of Coquitlam respondents reported an increase in terms of Gifted students compared to 6% in Nanaimo. At least 20% of both districts’ respondents report increased numbers of fee-paying, International students in their classes. These numbers reflect teacher perceptions and views of class size and class composition issues. They indicate that, from the perception of most teachers, there have been no improvements this year in terms of class size, and in fact considerable deterioration, especially in Nanaimo, with almost two-thirds of respondents reporting increased class size. There are some grounds for concern in terms of the reporting of significant changes to class composition. Again, many more Nanaimo teachers appear to be reporting changed class composition than teachers in Coquitlam, particularly in terms of students with special needs. The concerns include levels of teacher preparedness (see Teacher views on Training and Practice), the ‘dumping’ of some categories of students into secondary elective courses, and placement of more students with special needs in fewer classes to maximize use of limited Special Education Assistant time. Teachers’ views on the Philosophy of Inclusion Data from this survey confirms B.C. teachers’ support for the philosophy of inclusion in schools, a finding consistent with many previous BCTF surveys of teacher views on the issue. At least 70% of teachers surveyed supported the philosophy of inclusion in both districts, with support slightly stronger in Coquitlam. Similarly, teachers in this survey reaffirm their view that the pragmatics of inclusion are difficult (Table 7). However, this survey also indicates that even more teachers support a range of placements other than full inclusion into regular classrooms, especially for some students with special needs. 79% of Coquitlam respondents, and 83% of Nanaimo respondents, felt there should be a range of placements other than full inclusion in regular classrooms. Similar but less-strongly-held views were expressed in relation to ESL students, where 74% of Coquitlam respondents, and 66% of Nanaimo respondents felt a range of placements appropriate. In terms of Gifted students, 66% of respondents in both Coquitlam and Nanaimo favoured a range of placements. Such views may indicate support for a greater use of resource rooms for some part of the day. In both districts, more than two-thirds of respondents favoured placement in non-school settings for some students with special needs. More than four times as many teachers favoured non-school placements in some cases than those supporting full school-based inclusion for all students. Such data may disturb those who believe in a fully inclusionary school system, as they appear to reflect support for exclusion in some circumstances. Teacher views on inclusionary philosophy may be linked to what they perceive to be the benefits to those students with exceptionalities, and to other students. Slightly more respondents agreed than disagreed that students with special needs benefited academically from inclusion, but between one-quarter and one-third of respondents did not believe students with special needs benefited academically from inclusion. In terms of social benefits for students with special needs a much greater number of respondents saw social benefits accruing to students because of inclusion. A very large majority of respondents stated that inclusion of exceptionalities in each class affected their capacity to meet the needs of other, non-exceptional students effectively. Such attitudes and beliefs require further exploration, as the picture is far from clear. On the one hand, teachers are philosophically supportive of inclusion, yet many also support placements within schools but outside of regular classes, and even placements outside of schools. Care should be taken to avoid simplistic analyses of such data. Do all teachers understand and/or define inclusion as it is defined in Special Education policy?3 Are teachers talking about all exceptionalities, or specific areas of concern? A tentative hypothesis is that teachers have few problems with the concept of inclusion for most of the categories of exceptionality reflected in Special Education designations, but there are a few key areas, such as severe behaviour problems leading to disruption, or high levels of physical dependency, where some teachers believe there is little to be gained (and in some instances, much to be lost) from inclusion. This may be in terms of the student with a special need, or in terms of benefits or problems for other students in their class or classes. Table 7: Philosophy and practice Statement % n/a or don’t know % strongly disagree % somewhat disagree % neutral % somewhat agree % strongly agree % no response a. I believe in and support the philosophy of inclusion within neighbourhood schools. 2* 1** 7 5 8 13 9 10 43 41 30 29 1 2 b. The daily implementation of the pragmatics of inclusion is difficult. 3 4 2 3 4 3 9 5 36 36 43 45 2 3 Most students with special needs benefit from inclusion:               c. academically. 4 3 13 10 18 18 23 21 28 33 11 11 2 3 d. socially. 2 1 3 3 3 6 9 6 38 43 45 36 1 3 Paperwork linked to (e), (f), and (g) has increased over the last five years:               e. students with special needs. 16 11 1 5 2 1 9 13 20 24 49 44 5 2 f. ESL students. 20 22 1 6 2 1 14 20 15 20 44 27 4 6 g. gifted students.   n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a   Resources/financial supports are adequate and enable appropriate delivery of services to:               h. students with special needs. 11 4 50 59 22 19 7 8 6 6 1 3 2 1 i. ESL students. 13 9 37 48 27 13 11 14 8 6 2 3 3 6 j. gifted students. 17 13 35 51 17 13 18 10 7 3 2 1 5 9 In my work I deal with (k), (l), and (m) who are not designated or recognized for funding or additional supports:               k. students with special needs 14 10 5 3 3 6 11 12 23 22 40 39 4 7 l. ESL students 15 15 3 6 3 5 13 18 28 22 33 22 4 13 m. gifted students 21 15 4 3 1 2 19 20 24 22 24 23 6 15 * Coquitlam responses on first line ** Nanaimo responses on second line Table 7: Philosophy and practice, continued Statement % n/a or don’t know % strongly disagree % somewhat disagree % neutral % somewhat agree % strongly agree % no response n. Inclusion of students with special needs affects my capacity to meet the needs of other students in the class. 6* 6** 3 3 2 3 7 7 24 22 42 37 16 22 I feel professionally prepared to work with:               o. students with special needs. 1 3 18 20 25 22 15 8 25 28 14 16 2 2 p. ESL students. 3 4 13 18 25 26 14 10 26 25 17 10 6 8 q. gifted students. 4 4 6 6 19 15 19 8 29 37 18 19 6 10 I am positive about working with other teachers in support of:               r. students with special needs. 2 1 2 0 5 5 8 7 37 38 46 45 2 3 s. ESL students. 3 3 1 1 5 3 7 7 35 36 46 41 3 8 t. gifted students. 6 2 1 1 4 3 10 6 34 36 41 42 4 10 u. I am positive about working with Special Education Assistants in support of students with special needs. 2 3 3 1 5 2 4 4 29 30 51 52 6 8 I feel that there should be a range of placements in appropriate settings for (v), (w), and (x) other than full inclusion into regular classrooms:               v. students with special needs 2 1 5 3 2 3 7 4 32 33 47 50 3 5 w. ESL students 2 3 6 6 5 8 10 8 35 32 39 34 3 10 x. gifted students 4 3 6 7 4 9 14 13 31 29 35 29 6 10 y. In some cases, some students with special needs would be better placed in a non-school setting. 2 1 6 6 9 6 8 10 32 30 36 37 17 13 * Coquitlam responses on first line ** Nanaimo responses on second line Teacher views on Training and Practice One of the most startling findings from this survey is the large number of teachers who state that they feel professionally unprepared to teach to the student diversity in their classrooms. Over 40% of respondents in both Nanaimo and Coquitlam stated that they felt professionally unprepared to teach students with special needs. A similar, but slightly lower, number of respondents felt unprepared to teach ESL students. A much smaller number of respondents (but still over 20% of teachers in both districts) felt unprepared to teach students who are Gifted. After many years of a provincial inclusionary policy, such perspectives are of concern. Inclusion is hardly newly-arrived, and the presence of students with exceptionalities in our schools is the norm. Yet, in spite of policy and the presence of students with exceptionalities over years, many teachers say that they feel unprepared to teach to such diversity. There are two obvious areas to address in terms of preparedness: pre-service and in-service training. It is still possible to graduate from some teacher training programs in B.C. without having taken units about teaching to exceptionalities. Even in institutions where units exist and are mandatory, the focus is limited and arguably insufficient. In terms of in-service, huge efforts are made by many districts and by many specialist support teachers to offer in-service to classroom teachers. Both pre-service and in-service provision of training for teaching to diversity compete with a mass of other training options: curriculum, assessment, classroom management, and technology, to name but a few. It may be time to stop looking through the lens of discrete training units. When exceptionality becomes one unit in competition with technology, a student or a teacher chooses one or the other to attend. Technology may ‘win’ and exceptionality may ‘lose’ in such a context. The alternative, hardly new as a concept but rare as a reality, is that pre-service and in-service training scrap the ‘diversity’ unit but thread it into every other unit. How do we incorporate consideration of diversity in our training of assessment, classroom management, technology? If diversity in our schools is a given and is pervasive, should we not thread all training with building capacity to adapt what we teach or assess so that all students are included? Teacher views on non designated, ‘grey area’ students In all three areas (Special Ed, ESL, Gifted) a large number of respondents state that they teach students who are not designated in any of the three categories but who, in their view, should be. This reflects the large numbers of so-called ‘grey area’ students, those requiring additional help or time to learn effectively. In some of the individual school Case Studies published as part of this project, some schools write IEPs for such students, and try to include them in the extra supports from Specialist teachers. However, there is some evidence that ‘grey area’ students may bear the brunt of cuts in service, as their needs may be less visible or less pressing than some students designated with special needs. Relationships Respondents were very positive about working with other teachers, and with Special Education Assistants. Over 80% of respondents indicated positive working relationships, with 8% or less reporting strained working relationships. Resources and paperwork Around three-quarters of respondents believe that resources for inclusion are inadequate, while slightly fewer state that paperwork has increased. While these might seem to be predictable, even mundane, responses, they encapsulate the two issues that are arguably straining the province’s inclusionary system to its limit: increased work expectations and reduced or inadequate resources. The issue of paperwork, much of it linked to a system more focused on accountability than support, is shown elsewhere in the research project to be reducing services to students. Districts are forced to produce extensive and excessive paperwork to prove to a government which underfunds education that they are spending inadequate funding in an accountable manner. Availability of school-based and district resources for students Availability of support is considered in Table 8, below. Teachers consider that school-based and district supports for students have declined in all eleven areas during this school year, compared to last year. Four areas are explored below. Available supports These data reflect a ranking of supports as seen by teachers. They do not in most cases gauge adequacy, but whether the supports, in the view of teachers, are available in some form. Where supports were seen as available, the range from highest-ranking category to the lowest was considerable. More than four in five Nanaimo teachers stated that Learning Assistance was available last year, but fewer than one in three considered that adequate adapted materials were available. High and low areas of available support – last year In both Nanaimo and Coquitlam, Learning Assistance support last year was identified as being available by more teachers than any other support. Teachers in both districts identified adequate modified and adapted materials as the least available support. Nanaimo teachers identified School-Based Teams as more available as a support than did teachers in Coquitlam, while both districts’ teachers had similar views on the poor supports for Gifted students, and limited adequacy of SEA support. High and low areas of available support – this year The data from both districts are disturbing – fewer teachers identify supports as being available this year. There are four areas of major differences between the districts. Two relate to Specialist teacher support, while the other two relate to services to ESL students and to the Gifted. While 64% of Nanaimo teachers reported ESL supports as being available last year, only 46% reported available ESL supports this year, a decline of 18%, compared to a 3% decline in Coquitlam. In terms of Specialist support for students with special needs, the difference is even more alarming, with 21% fewer Nanaimo teachers stating that such supports were available this year compared to last, and 31% fewer stating that Specialist teaching of students was available this year. Changes in the level of support for students in 2003 compared to 2002 Very few respondents identified increased support for students (Table 8). Respondents in both Coquitlam and Nanaimo identified Specialist support and SEAs as areas where supports were reduced. In Nanaimo, reduced services for the Gifted were also identified as significant, as was Learning Assistance in Coquitlam. But a sizeable number of respondents also stated that levels of support were similar this year to last, particularly in terms of school-based teams, and in terms of modified and adapted materials. At first sight some of these data appear contradictory, but in terms of modified/adapted materials, the message appears to be that they were poor last year, and little has changed in the school year in which these data were collected (2002–03). Table 8: Availability of school-based and district supports FOR STUDENTS Support Last year (2001–02) This year (2002–03) Support this year, compared to last   % Yes % No % n/a nr % Yes % No % n/a nr % More % Less % Same % n/a nr In my class/caseload:                     a. ESL support was/is available for students. 71* 64** 6 12 23 24 68 46 10 30 22 24 0 3 37 42 37 25 25 30 b. Specialist support was/is available for students with special needs. 74 76 3 8 23 17 70 55 8 25 22 19 1 0 52 51 21 25 26 23 c. Support was/is available for gifted students. 52 52 13 20 41 28 48 21 16 50 36 29 1 0 25 43 32 20 41 37 d. Support was/is available for dealing with student behaviour. 66 74 12 11 21 15 62 67 19 17 19 16 2 1 45 36 30 42 24 20 e. Learning Assistance support was/is available for students. 78 83 2 2 20 15 72 76 9 6 20 17 3 1 49 43 23 37 24 19 f. Pull-out services were/are available for students. 61 57 9 10 31 32 57 50 15 17 28 34 2 1 44 36 21 27 34 36 g. There was/is an effective school-based team in my school. 65 80 14 7 21 13 60 72 19 10 20 17 2 3 22 22 44 53 33 22 h. Modified/adapted materials were/are available for students. 59 58 12 18 29 23 56 57 15 18 28 25 2 3 25 16 39 50 34 30 i. Modified and adapted materials were/ are adequate. 36 31 32 43 32 26 35 33 32 41 33 26 1 2 21 13 38 52 40 33 j. Specialist support teachers provided/ provide direct teaching to students. 66 62 7 19 27 19 59 49 15 31 27 21 2 1 42 45 23 29 32 23 k. Students had/have adequate Special Education Assistant support. 53 35 21 42 26 23 40 22 34 55 25 23 1 2 45 43 22 30 31 25 * Coquitlam responses on first line ** Nanaimo responses on second line ‡ nr = no response Availability of support for teachers In none of the 17 categories in Table 9, below, did a majority of teachers state that there were more supports available for them in the 2002–03 school year than there were in the 2001–02 school year. In only one area (support from AOs) was there strong evidence that for a sizeable number of respondents (over 60%) in both districts, supports this year were similar to last. In two areas (school based team meetings and meetings with parents) over 40% of teachers in both districts reported the same levels of support in both years. In most other areas, respondents reported reduced supports for them as teachers. The highest impacts were in the areas of behaviour and special needs, while the highest concerns were in areas of Specialist teacher support, SEAs, behaviour, students with special needs, and capacity to meet the needs of other students in the class. These data suggest that while there have been some immediate and high impacts, teachers have high levels of concern in more areas than have been impacted to date. Of the 17 categories, ‘high concern’ responses ranged from a low of 26% to a high of 60%. This reflects a high level of concern, as between one in four and three in five teachers have high levels of concern for each of the identified areas. Levels of concern appeared slightly higher in Nanaimo than Coquitlam, with a noticeably higher concern among teachers in terms of support from the Nanaimo school district. Around 10% more teachers in Nanaimo than Coquitlam stated that they felt less district support in 2002–03 than in 2001–02. Similar numbers reported that this reduced support was ‘high impact’, and that it was a high concern when anticipating the 2003–04 school year. Teachers in Nanaimo clearly feel much less supported by their district administration/governance than do teachers in Coquitlam, and have greater concerns for future levels of support. Table 9: Availability of supports FOR TEACHERS Support This year compared to last year Impact of this issue this year Concern about this issue for next year   % same % more % less % n/a, nr‡ % high % low % none % n/a, nr‡ % high % low % none % n/a, nr‡ Support for you as a teacher from:                         a. Special Ed/LA Specialist support teachers. 31* 35** 2 2 41 40 26 23 36 29 24 29 11 15 28 27 58 60 13 11 4 5 26 24 b. ESL Specialist support teachers. 37 20 2 1 32 50 29 29 29 32 27 24 13 15 31 29 47 53 18 12 7 6 28 29 c. Special Education Assistants. 26 31 2 2 40 36 31 31 38 34 17 20 11 13 34 32 55 59 9 6 7 3 30 32 d. Counsellors/ others to deal with student behaviour. 34 34 0 3 41 42 24 21 38 39 18 22 15 13 30 26 54 59 12 13 8 4 26 24 e. Administrative Officers. 64 61 0 3 13 17 22 18 19 21 17 27 34 28 29 24 26 30 20 25 26 20 28 24 f. the School District. 31 20 1 1 37 48 31 30 30 38 15 17 19 14 36 31 38 48 14 13 14 8 33 31 g. Demands for meetings linked to School-Based Teams. 41 43 10 13 13 12 36 32 18 22 19 18 22 26 41 34 25 29 17 17 17 20 41 34 Availability of time for:                         h. meetings with parents. 42 48 5 3 31 30 22 18 27 23 26 31 20 22 27 24 35 36 24 28 15 10 26 26 i. completing paperwork. 28 33 21 15 31 34 20 18 43 37 18 24 15 15 24 24 51 50 16 16 10 8 23 26 Capacity to meet the needs of students in the class who are:                         j. ESL students. 34 31 5 3 34 38 27 29 32 33 25 21 11 15 32 31 45 45 15 11 7 10 33 34 k. students with special needs. 18 24 10 8 37 43 28 24 45 45 19 20 8 8 31 27 55 59 9 10 5 4 31 27 l. students with behaviour problems. 24 30 11 8 41 38 24 24 49 47 15 17 8 8 28 28 57 58 9 13 5 2 30 27 m. gifted students. 38* 27** 3 2 28 39 32 31 26 28 22 22 17 15 36 34 32 39 19 15 13 10 37 36 n. Capacity to meet the needs of other students in the class. 26 27 5 3 43 48 27 22 43 43 17 18 9 9 32 29 51 54 12 13 5 3 32 30 o. Support for develop-ing Individual Edu-cation Plans (IEPs). 33 29 4 4 34 41 30 27 34 38 19 21 13 11 34 30 42 48 15 15 11 8 33 30 p. Support for develop-ing and updating Annual Instruction Plans (AIPs) for ESL students. 33 24 4 1 25 36 38 38 25 27 17 15 19 17 39 38 32 30 14 16 16 11 38 43 q. Capacity to follow the directions of the IEPs in the class. 30 32 4 3 35 38 31 27 34 35 19 20 14 15 33 30 42 43 13 16 12 9 33 32 * Coquitlam responses on first line ** Nanaimo responses on second line ‡ nr = no response Teachers’ enjoyment of teaching, and professional relationships Table 10: Enjoyment of teaching, and professional relationships Statement % n/a, nr‡, don’t know % strongly disagree % somewhat disagree % neutral % somewhat agree % strongly agree a. I enjoy teaching this year at the same level as previous years. 5* 3** 24 21 26 24 8 4 23 27 13 21 b. Teaching is more stressful this year than last year. 5 1 7 13 9 4 8 10 32 32 38 39 c. Teaching this year is just the same as every other year. 7 4 45 43 30 24 8 8 8 13 2 9 d. Each year there are some cuts that make teaching more difficult. 5 1 5 6 5 3 4 3 24 26 57 61 e. I feel appreciated as a teacher by the students I teach. 2 1 6 3 11 14 6 4 46 49 28 29 f. I still have time to enjoy social conversations with students. 2 2 11 6 21 15 7 7 44 52 15 18 g. I feel appreciated as a teacher by the parents of students I teach. 3 3 9 9 19 12 15 10 40 47 14 18 I am experiencing difficulty in working relationships this year with:             h. other teachers 8 6 38 42 18 15 13 18 17 12 6 6 i. AOs 10 8 36 40 16 17 15 17 14 13 9 6 j. SEAs 13 35 44 30 13 8 24 20 5 6 1 2 k. district staff 21 32 30 20 11 8 28 26 6 9 3 4 I am experiencing increased conflict this year with:             l. other teachers 11 11 41 45 10 11 16 23 17 8 5 1 m. AOs 12 10 38 41 14 15 19 22 9 10 8 3 n. SEAs 14 35 46 34 11 7 26 23 3 1 1 0 o. district staff 20 32 36 24 8 12 30 24 5 6 1 2 * Coquitlam responses on first line ** Nanaimo responses on second line ‡ nr = no response For those who responded to this survey, teaching this year is not the same as it has been (Table 10). The data clearly show that most teachers still feel appreciated by the students they teach. But they also suggest a struggle: teachers still ‘love teaching’, the fundamental concept of being with and teaching students, but there also exists a sense of increased stress and reduced enjoyment, with cuts every year that make the job of teaching more difficult. 70% of teachers in both districts reported that teaching was more stressful in 2002–03 than in 2001–02 while over 80% blamed the increased stress on cuts in various school years. In terms of relationships, most respondents are positive about their professional relationships with other teachers, AOs, SEAs, and district staff. The data on how teachers believe parents appreciate them as teachers is slightly less positive, with a noticeable difference between the two districts, with Nanaimo teachers reporting a higher level of parent appreciation. These data, when read in conjunction with the Table 9 data (Supports for teachers) clearly show that teachers link incremental cuts over years, and major changes in the 2002–03 school year, to increased stress in a job more difficult to manage. Such cuts result from the actions of the B.C. provincial government, but are also linked to how districts manage the available resources. Clearly teachers in Nanaimo have less confidence that their district supports teachers than do teachers in Coquitlam. Personal, career, and family impacts resulting from teaching Responses to this section relating to personal, career, and family impacts (Table 11), can be considered in three areas: Impacts on teachers’ time A massive 86% of respondents in both districts agreed that more was expected of them each year. A sizeable majority of teachers spend evenings and weekends doing school-related work, with a higher number reporting this from Coquitlam. About 14% of respondents state that they are working part-time to ease work pressures, while around 30% are considering such a move. Teachers reported that the issue of time also affected their home lives, with 62% of respondents stating that they had less time and energy for partners/families in the 2002–03 school year. Wellness Responses indicate that the demands of teaching are making a significant number of teachers physically unwell. Over one-third of respondents state that they are not keeping physically well this school year, while about one-half say they cannot keep up the current pace for much longer. 41% of teachers in Coquitlam and 37% in Nanaimo, say that it is the pressure of working as a teacher that is making them sick. Respondents’ views of teaching as a profession Only 29% of Coquitlam respondents would recommend teaching as a career if asked, compared to 41% of Nanaimo respondents. About three-quarters of respondents in both districts stated that they still loved teaching. However, only 64% of teachers in Coquitlam, and 69% in Nanaimo, stated that they intended to stay in the profession, with 28% of Coquitlam teachers (21% in Nanaimo) considering quitting teaching. These data reflect deep disillusionment from many teachers: overworked, highly-stressed, under-appreciated, and facing the brunt of doing a tough job with fewer resources. Table 11: Personal, career, and family impacts Statement % n/a, nr‡, don’t know % strongly disagree % somewhat disagree % neutral % somewhat agree % strongly agree a. I am considering changing teaching assignments next year. 9* 12** 30 38 11 7 15 15 19 14 16 14 b. Each year more is expected of me as a teacher. 4 3 1 2 4 6 4 3 26 36 60 50 c. I am keeping physically well this school year. 1 1 14 16 20 17 15 4 34 40 15 20 d. The pressure of work this year is making me unwell. 2 3 19 25 19 20 19 15 29 20 12 17 e. I cannot keep working at this pace for much longer. 3 4 13 17 13 14 20 16 30 27 21 21 f. I spend too many hours a week doing school-related work in evenings and at weekends. 2 3 8 13 12 15 17 17 30 25 31 26 g. I have less time and energy for my partner/ family this school year. 5 4 8 16 10 10 15 8 31 29 31 33 h. I would recommend teaching as a career if asked. 3 5 26 20 23 18 18 15 20 24 9 17 i. I am considering working part-time to ease the pressure of work. 9 12 32 34 11 7 18 15 17 15 13 17 j. I am working part-time to ease the pressure of work. 30 35 33 27 4 3 19 20 4 2 9 13 k. I am concerned about a forced change in assignment. 13 13 16 20 11 7 17 13 22 17 22 30 l. I am concerned about the possibility of being laid off. 12 19 35 32 14 7 14 17 10 8 15 17 m. I am considering early retirement. 16 17 32 20 5 5 15 11 14 25 19 22 n. I am considering quitting teaching. 10 13 36 43 9 7 19 16 17 12 11 9 o. I still love teaching. 2 4 5 3 8 9 11 8 33 28 40 48 p. I intend to stay in the profession. 7 11 7 6 10 8 12 6 28 29 36 40 * Coquitlam responses on first line ** Nanaimo responses on second line ‡ nr = no response Conclusion The data in this report reflect the perspectives of 380 teachers in two school districts during the 2002–03 school year. In almost every area of focus (class size, class composition, supports for students, supports for teachers) teachers report that much more is expected of them with fewer resources and supports. While this was happening incrementally over several years prior to the 2002–03 school year, there is considerable evidence that the cuts in the 2002–03 school year are jeopardizing the chances of success for many students. Classroom teachers are reporting that they are less effective in meeting all students’ needs with increased class size, no limits on composition, less support from specialist support teachers, and reduced Special Education Assistant time allocation. At the same time that teachers report their concerns over meeting students’ needs, this report provides evidence that teachers’ health and wellness are being negatively impacted by the increased demands placed upon them by cash-strapped districts. Teacher responses to this survey reflect alarming levels of fatigue and disillusion with a system that keeps asking for more from teachers. There are significant numbers reporting illness caused by work pressure, and a sizeable number considering quitting the profession. An increased number of students’ needs are not being met, while teachers are becoming increasingly fatigued. These two key findings are the direct consequence of provincial government actions in terms of funding, legal, and contractual changes. None of these fiscally-driven changes have improved opportunities for students. Can critics of class composition limits in contracts demonstrate how their removal has improved services for students with special needs, with large numbers of designated students in some classes? Is there an explanation to parents of how removing close to $230 million from targeted funding led to 8% fewer designations of high incidence students, likely with corresponding loss of service for 8% of their children? How did the removal of ratios for specialist support teachers, with fewer, and many less-experienced, staff in these positions, help support classroom teachers and students? How do reduced numbers or hours of Special Education Assistants improve support? Some of the answers to these questions are to be found in this report. Teachers’ responses to this survey show exactly where the price is being paid, and by whom. Simply put, students and teachers are paying a high price for the provincial government’s actions in terms of funding, contractual, and legislative changes. These changes not only reduce services to the most vulnerable students in B.C.’s public schools, but also make it much more difficult to provide services to all students. The data in this report are ambivalent, but may be reflecting early signs of a backlash to the philosophy and policy of Inclusion among teachers. While around 70% of the teachers who responded to this survey support the philosophy of inclusion in neighbourhood schools, around 80% supported a range of placements other than full inclusion in regular classrooms. If resources intended to support Inclusion are systematically withdrawn, teachers may become less supportive of Inclusion. If provincial policy is not supported by provincial resources, when does the policy itself falter or break down? Appendix: Survey instrument  ________________________________ 1 Data source: Ministry of Education Standard Report 2057, Age distribution of educators within province (for 2000–01). N.B. The term “educators” includes all educators—teachers and administrators—in B.C. public schools, so comparisons are approximate rather than exact. 2 Data source: Ministry of Education Standard Report 2057, Age distribution of educators within province (for 2000–01). N.B. The term “educators” includes all educators—teachers and administrators—in B.C. public schools, so comparisons are approximate rather than exact. 3 “Inclusion is the value system which holds that all students are entitled to equitable access to learning, achievement and the pursuit of excellence in all aspects of their education. The practice of inclusion transcends the idea of physical location, and incorporates basic values that promote participation, friendship and interaction.” Special Education Services: A Manual of Policies, Procedures and Guidelines, BC Ministry of Education, 1995)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/SocialJustice.aspx?id=15062&printPage=true,The Global Classroom: Putting Process to Content - Grouping Strategies  	BCTF Social Justice  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Social Justice > Programs and Workshops > Global Education > Global Classroom > Methodologies Grouping Strategies As global educators, the choices we make about educational processes are strongly influenced by our commitment to the concepts of equity and social justice, not only in terms of global issues, but also in terms of educational outcomes for the students in our classrooms.  Of the choices we make, those concerning student grouping have a particularly powerful impact, not only on student self concept and student inter-relationships, but also on student achievement. Student groups may be either homogeneous (students assigned to groups according to their apparent abilities) or heterogeneous (students intentionally mixed in terms of background, ability, gender, interest and other parameters).  Homogeneous grouping may occur at the school level as students are streamed into classes on the basis of their apparent ability (i.e. secondary students assigned to enriched, regular or basic classes) or within a class (i.e. elementary students grouped for reading instruction within their classroom).  Students may also be grouped on the basis of a shared interest or other criteria. At the school level, the organization of students into classes on the basis of ability is criticized by many researchers for its tendency to reinforce social stratification and for the negative impact of this practice on students placed in the lower streams in terms of both their self-concept and their academic growth.  Frequently, within the lower streams, emphasis is placed on lower level skills on the misguided premise that students must master the basics before higher level thinking skills can be engaged; there is also a tendency, once students have been placed, to lock them into lower level programs.  Any envisioned benefits of between–class ability grouping must be questioned as research suggests that this practice has little or no effect on the achievement of secondary students as measured by standardized tests (Slavin, 1990). Guided by both global education theory and contemporary research on the question of grouping, we encourage global educators to employ heterogeneous grouping as their primary grouping strategy. Within this context, some teachers may wish to organize their students into transitional homogeneous groups within their classrooms for specific skill instruction in reading or math and then move the students back into their heterogeneous groups for all other subjects. Taken in tandem with strategies such as co-operative learning, the benefits of heterogeneous grouping are social as well as academic.  Heterogeneous grouping promotes the development of student-interdependence and the growth of mutual respect.  It helps to diminish prejudice as students, working together, develop interdependent relationships and mutual respect (Johnson, D. W. & Johnson, R., 1989).   As global educators, we cannot help but appreciate the broader societal implications of the ways in which we group students in our classrooms and schools. References: Johnson, D.W. and Johnson R.T. (1989) Cooperative Learning, Values, and Culturally Plural Classrooms [WWW document]. URL http://www.co-operation.org/pages/CLandD.html. Taken from Cooperation and competition: Theory and research. Edina, MN: Interaction Book Company. Slavin, R.E. (1988). Achievement Effects of Ability Grouping in Secondary Schools: A Best-Evidence Synthesis. Educational Leadership,60 (3), 471-499.)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=19518,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 1, September 2009  No means no in Nelson By Melanie Perez June 2009, marked a milestone for youth empowerment in the small community of Nelson, BC. Every Grade 8 student in Nelson successfully completed No Means No, a peer-education program developed by the West Coast Legal Education and Action Fund (LEAF). Stacey Lock, one of the program co-ordinators, says, “This program is an empowering one that educates young people about their rights and responsibilities regarding consent and assault.” In three one-hour sessions, students were encouraged by their youth mentors to explore topics of violence and power in various situations, with the ultimate goal of educating students on their rights and responsibilities regarding consent and assault. Through creative and interactive activities like brainstorming and role-plays, facilitators kept students interested and engaged while explaining how various forms of “bad power” and gender stereotypes can lead to violence (for example, bullying or assault) in relationships. During the sessions, participants were taught to recognize forms of “good” and “bad” power in various relationships and worked together to come up with effective ways of handling each scenario. Through discussions of consent, students learned about their legal right to say no. Upon completing the sessions, both students and mentors noted that the program “is a great way to learn things that will not only help in life, but can also be passed on to others.” The use of youth mentors aged 18 to 24 is a unique feature of West Coast LEAF’s programs. It allows for a “youth-to-youth” interaction that can be beneficial for both student and facilitator. Participants are able to learn from young adults who may have experienced these situations firsthand, and mentors are empowered by providing young people with the tools necessary to make good choices. “Students respond to the youth facilitators because they feel that they are easier to relate to and they appear to be more at ease,” says Lock. In fact, one Nelson student commented, “The trainers made whatever they were talking about easier to understand by using words or slang that we all know.” The No Means No program has its roots in R. v. Ewanchuk, a case involving the issues of consent and sexual assault. This case highlights the stereotypes about gender that still prevail and which continue to undermine equality rights and perpetuate the cycle of violence. In 1999, young people at a conference responded to this case by initiating a workshop to teach other youth about stereotypes and rights. Ten years later, this education has been brought not only to every Grade 8 student in Nelson, but also to students throughout the Lower Mainland at schools including Simon Fraser Elementary, Kerrisdale Elementary, and Mount Pleasant Elementary. No Means No and Youth in the Workplace, another education program offered by West Coast LEAF which teaches students about their legal rights and responsibilities in the workplace, are effective in that they are both designed to target age groups that are likely to enter into intimate or workplace relationships. In addition, both programs compliment provincially prescribed learning outcomes set in the Health and Career Education K to 7 (2006) and Grades 8 to 9 (2005) curricula. With No Means No’s successful completion in Nelson, West Coast LEAF is expanding the program in BC by training mentors in Nanaimo this fall. In addition to the original No Means No curriculum, West Coast LEAF also offers a curriculum designed specifically for Aboriginal youth. Through No Means No, students in Nelson were given the opportunity to become engaged by thinking about real issues that they may have been dealing with or will likely experience in the near future. The fact that students were all able to ask questions and exchange information helped to raise awareness on topics of violence, bullying, and sexual harassment, making students more conscious about the world around them. It is this consciousness that West Coast LEAF hopes to spread throughout BC, empowering youth by teaching them about their rights, enabling them to understand the meaning of sexual consent, and thus affirming their legal right to say “no.” “I really love this job because I believe that it is giving young people the tools to be able to make good choices,” says Lock, “It is powerful stuff!" If you would like to volunteer as a youth mentor or need more information on No Means No or Youth in the Workplace, contact Deanna Ogle, education manager, at education@westcoastleaf.org. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=25444,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > March 2012   Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 5, March 2012     Candidates for Executive Committee  For President Rick Guenther   It is not an understatement to claim that we live in interesting times. The currents of bargaining, legislation, and government policy swirl around us as we continue our professional duty to educate tomorrow’s citizens, working under collective agreements with provisions that are often decades out of date. Teachers deserve significant improvements in their working and learning conditions. While the pace of negotiations is agonizingly slow we must retain our resolve and avoid distractions such as speculations about possible government action. To achieve the coherence that we need, good communication with members, through their local representatives, is vital and must be assured and improved. However, our union activities and responsibilities do not end with bargaining. We must improve the reputation of the BCTF in the public’s eye. While members of the public tend to trust teachers, that trust does not always extend to the organization. We should be seen as well-respected defenders of public education as a common good. We also need to improve the engagement and sense of ownership of our own members with their union. I believe these goals are best achieved when we display high quality professionalism and make decisions through open, inclusive, and preferably consensus-based governance. Our commitment must always be to the membership at large, seeking the greatest good for the greatest number. EXPERIENCE: Provincial: BCTF Executive (2009–12), BCTF Judicial Council (2005–09), BCTF Task Force on Privatization (2004–05), various Ministry of Education curriculum committees Local: Abbotsford District Teachers’ Association: President (3 yrs.), Vice-President (2 yrs.), LR, Bargaining Chair, Strike Co-ordinator, District Health & Safety Committee; Peace River South Teachers’ Association: President (2 yrs.) Education: M.Ed. (Diversity in Curriculum) SFU, B.Sc. (Geophysics) UBC, Rogue’s Scholar Trade Apprenticeship Teaching: Secondary science and mathematics, TTOC (2000–01) Susan Lambert  We are in the midst of the longest teachers’ strike in the history of the province. Yet we are still teaching with commitment and passion and students are still learning richly and deeply. In increasingly adverse conditions we are trying our best to teach to individual student needs. We are doing our best to defend and protect what we so passionately believe in: the power of a universally accessible and high quality public education system to create a better world for our children and their children. Together we built this campaign and together we continue to make strategic decisions as we move forward. Our Phase 1 is successful. We have created some more space and time for our teaching and we have put pressure where we needed to: squarely on our employer. We are united, resolved, and strong. We know this round of bargaining must end in an agreement signed at the bargaining table. But a respectful collective agreement must involve compromise on both sides. Achieving a fair contract will take strong principled leadership, tenacity, and commitment. I am prepared to provide that leadership as we stay the course. EXPERIENCE: Provincial: BCTF president (2 yrs.) 1st Vice-president (3 yrs.), 2nd Vice-president (3 yrs.), Member-at-large (1 yr.); AGM delegate (22), Task Force on the Code of Ethics, Trainer/facilitator in Namibia (8 sessions) and South Africa (1 session), Staff Rep Trainer (5), WOW facilitator, Summer Conference participant and workshop presenter, BCTF OSD/PD Administrative Staff (4), Federation Appeals Board (2). Local: (Prince Rupert): Staff Rep (4), S/W Cttee. (1), Program Against Racism Chair (2), Bargaining Cttee. (1); Communications Officer (2), Labour Liaison Officer (3). (Burnaby): Vice President (2), LR (4), Leave of Absence Cttee. (2), Grade 7 Girls’ Conference (1), BTA Scholarship Cttee. (2), Job Action Cttee. (1). Teaching: 23 years—intermediate, teacher-librarian, learning assistance, gifted education, special needs resource. Education: Honors English BA (SFU), PDP (SFU), Teacher-Librarian Diploma (UBC). For First Vice-President Jim Iker  Meeting the needs of every child drivesw our passion to defend public educucation. Engaging members, new and experienced, and supporting all locals is critical for a strong, effective BCTF. Together, we make a difference. It is critical we: Achieve a fair deal that meets the needs of our members and preserves our collective agreement rights; Assert the right to negotiate class-size/composition limits and learning specialist ratios into the collective agreement; Advocate for restored funding to ensure support for every student; Engage in the electoral process to make public education and a poverty reduction plan a priority; Enhance professional development networks, and support for members; Affirm our voice in shaping meaningful education change and policy; Exercise our freedom of expression rights and professional autonomy; Monitor teacher council/ government decisions to determine a course of action if necessary, to ensure members due process; Expand socially responsible investing principles; Support and strengthen social justice principles, practices and equity in our schools and communities. I believe in leadership that is thoughtful and respectful, promotes democratic processes, seeks and listens to member input and provides pro-active and co-ordinated strategies. I bring you my experience and energy and value the opportunity to continue working on your behalf as 1st Vice President. EXPERIENCE: Provincial: BCTF 1st Vice-president (2 yrs.), BCTF 2nd Vice-president (3 yrs.), Member-at-Large (5), Prov. Bargaining Team 2011–12 (co-spokesperson), 2006, Learning Roundtable (2005–09), Social Justice Review Cttee. (1), CTF AGM Delegate (4 yrs.), Bargaining Mobilization Cttee. Chair (1), Prov. Bargaining Team, 1st 2 rounds of Prov. Bargaining, GR/LR (12), AGM delegate (19), Local Presidents’ Advisory Cttee. (2), Chair (1), BCTF Interim Bargaining Structures Cttee., Legislative Adv. Cttee/team, Staff Rep Training, Summer Conference (26). Local: President (15), Bargaining Chair (2), Chief Negotiator, Local Bargaining (3 rounds), Bargaining Cttee. WLC Chair (2), Staff rep, District H & S Rep (4), EAP District Cttee.(14). Teaching: 33 yrs. (full and part time) K/2/3/4/ 6/7, Learning Assistance, Counselling, Special Ed. Education: Honours BA McMaster, B.Ed Dalhousie, Various Counselling. For Second Vice-President Glen Hansman  The voice and expertise of the profession must be respected and listened to. The Federation must continue to advocate, with all political parties and in all of our communities, for smaller classes and restoration of learning specialist teacher positions, for meaningful engagement with diversity in schools, for increased access to teacher-controlled professional development, and for other issues of importance to members. We must continue to push for improved funding, Aboriginal employment equity agreements in all school districts, and the restoration of full-scope bargaining rights and increased bargaining at the local level. I am committed to defending members’ rights and improving their working conditions and remuneration, and am proud to belong to a union that fights for a socially just and democratic society. Our strength and determination as a collective is what keeps us moving forward. It has been a privilege to be able to be out in the field, learning from members in locals of all sizes and in all areas of the province. I hope to be able to continue to work for all locals and with all locals for the benefit of members—and for the cause of public education. EXPERIENCE: Provincial: 2nd Vice-President (2 yrs.), Member-at-Large Executive Committee (1 yr.), BCTF representative to many external bodies. Local: President (2.5 yrs.), Vice-President (2 yrs.), LR, various committees at local level and local representative to various district committees. Teaching: elementary and secondary school experience, as well as district-level role as antihomophobia consultant. Education: MA (UBC), B.Ed. (McGill), BA (Carleton). For Member-at-Large Mike Ball  After a lifetime of activism, and having been a member of three different unions, I continue to be in awe at the resolve of BC’s underappreciated teachers. Teachers work every day promoting a more just society by delivering the best possible education to BC students, and yet they have been under a siege of attacks from the government. A new Teachers’ Council, the threat of Bill 28 “corrective legislation,” a net-zero bargaining mandate, and a government that sees our Collective Agreement as an impediment to their BCedplan are a few of the challenges. Teachers have refused to kowtow to this bullying and have been in job action since September 6 in support of a fair deal and improved working and learning conditions. Moving forward, we must continue to refuse to allow the erosion of public education, and we must seek a fair deal for our members. Because of the stresses placed on teachers at this time, keeping members well informed of the issues is a key component of our struggle. I am committed to working with all teachers to ensure we meet our goals and it would be a privilege and an honour to serve as a member-at-large. EXPERIENCE: Provincial: RA/AGM Agenda Committee (2 yrs.), BC Federation of Labour Delegate (5 yrs.), BCTF AGM (6 yrs.), Summer Leadership Conference (2 yrs.).Federation Leadership Institute (2 yrs.), Bargaining Training (1 yr.) Local: Local Rep (3 yrs.), Bargaining/WLC Chair (2 yrs.), Bargaining team (1 yr.), Political Action Chair (1 yr.), Teacher Trustee Liaison Committee (3 yrs.), Election Contact (1 yr.), Local Returning Officer (3 yrs.), Elementary Rep (3 yrs.), Staff Rep (10 yrs.), Pro-d Committee (3 yrs.) District Educational Technology Advisory Group Rep (3 yrs.), Chair EC (4 yrs.), Chair General Meetings/AGM (3 yrs.) Teaching: Elementary (15 years). Education: B.Ed. Distinction (UVIC @ Malaspina UC), M.Ed. Leadership (City U) Michelle Davies  I believe in a unified, positive, proactive, and innovative Executive. I like to get messy with ideas and come up with creative solutions to complex issues. As a “Union of Professionals,” professional issues must constantly be positioned in the forefront of everything we do. We must continue to highlight and fight against social injustices. Since January 2002, we have seen the steady deterioration of learning and working conditions of teachers across this province. The failure to provide adequate services for needy students has had a profound impact on all teachers’ ability to meet the diverse needs of learners in their classrooms. Ten years later we continue to struggle with the resultant collateral damage. The BCTF must educate the general public and our members on the neoliberal privatization agenda. The health of the entire public education system relies on the wellness and the support of the professionals therein. Net zero and relentless threats to further erode our collective agreements are disheartening and demoralizing to our members. We, as their representatives, have an obligation to engage in respectful, meaningful conversations with any government, their umbrage notwithstanding. We must listen carefully to our members and continue to support them on all levels. Ensemble on est très fort. EXPERIENCE: Provincial: BCTF Executive Committee Member at Large 2008–10, Internal Mediation Services mediator, BCTF Judicial Council, Councellor, Peer Support Consultant. Facilitator: Program for Quality Teaching, Global Ed, School Goal Setting, Parent Presentations and Public Education Presenter. Attended numerous sessions of BCTF FLI, AGM’s, and BCTF Summer Institutes. Delegate to BC Federation of Labour Conventions and the Tri National Conference on Issues in Public Education (Montreal), CAPSLE (Halifax),Victory Square Legal Seminars (Van). Local: Central Okanagan Teachers’ Assn. Executive Committee 1st Vice-president, 2nd Vice-president , 2006–11, Contract Melding and Local Bargaining, Social Justice Co-Chair, Social Chair, Treasurer, PR Chair, Local Joint Committees served: Mentorship, Professional Development, Education and Student Services Committee, DPAC union rep., Teaching: 32 years of classroom. Education: BEd U of A (Elementary), MEd UBC Okanagan (Teacher Wellness), Diploma SFU (Strategies inTeaching French as a Second Language) Charlene Hodgson  The heart of the BCTF is found in the work of teachers who work tirelessly in classrooms throughout BC, in our devotion to the ideals of professional development and in teachers’ fierce commitment to social justice. It is alive in our determination to achieve fair, negotiated contracts that provide for the diverse learning needs of all students. In turn, teachers deserve to be represented by a diverse and competent executive who can come together to take on the many challenges facing teachers; an executive that understands the importance of professional development and autonomy; an executive that can meet the many challenges of the diverse teaching population of our province. We need to capture and articulate the truth of teaching and the promise of learning. We need to help meet the needs of the beginning teacher, be informed by the insights of mid-career teachers, and be guided by the truths and insights of our most senior colleagues. I will bring to the EC table an understanding of teachers’ issues, and an ability to examine issues from differing perspectives. And I am open, not closed, to new ideas, new strategies for engaging the many and diverse challenges before us. EXPERIENCE: Provincial: AGM delegate, (15 yrs); Local Representative (11); AGM Agenda Committee, (6); Professional Issues Advisory Committee,(6); Chairperson and member, (9); Staff Union Representative Trainer (9); Summer Conference delegate; Federation Leadership Institute participant; Public Education Conference delegate; facilitator at many BCTF Summer Conference sessions. Local: LR, Sub local president; PD chairperson; Conference Committee chairperson; Health and Safety reps on district committee; Bargaining Committee; Local Elections Contact. Teaching: 33 years mainly in Special Education but have also taught History, French, Drama, Accounting, and English. Education: M.Ed. University of Lethbridge; B.Ed. Queens; BA (Honours) University of Toronto. Joanna Larson  BC teachers know the struggle to protect quality public education in our province is as unrelenting as it is vital. It takes the enduring advocacy of teachers in classrooms across the province, and strong stable leadership we trust, to protect and improve a system that is slowly becoming structurally unsound under the BC Liberal watch. Public schools are the heart of a democratic society, and this work can never be diminished or taken for granted. Its many forms include; promoting 'Better Schools for BC' as an alternative to the BC Education Plan, advocating for the elimination of standardized tests, campaigning, demonstrating, and always bargaining. The damage of a decade of cuts will not be solved in one round of bargaining. It won't be solved looking back, or becoming preoccupied with past setbacks. Success will be found in looking forward, preserving our democratic traditions, and maintaining our professional and united front. I have seen first hand how respected the BCTF is internationally for our work in the labour movement. I am proud to be part of our union. It has been a privilege to serve as a BCTF Member-at-Large this past year. Look forward, don’t look back...vote stability and strength. EXPERIENCE: Provincial: BCTF Executive Member-At-Large (1yr.); Local President (3 yrs.); Professional Issues Advisory Committee (2 yrs.); Social Justice Associate (3 yrs.); Workshop presenter (3 yrs.); AGM Delegate (4 yrs.); Summer Conference Participant (4 yrs.); LR (2yrs.); Teaching: 16 years—Kindergarten, elementary, special education. Education: B.Ed. 93 (McGill), M.Ed. 03 (SFU) www.joannalarson.ca Rob Millard  After a decade of cuts to public education we clearly are at the crossroads. We need to stand firm to ensure that the rights of teachers are protected and that every child has access to quality public education. In my 30 years as a teacher I have never seen a government so intent on underfunding public education and attacking the rights of teachers. Public education is the foundation of every progressive and just society and we need to protect it for the sake of every child in British Columbia. To do this we need to continue to reach out to the other stakeholders and enlist their support in advocating for public education. We need to increase the engagement of our membership and provide support for our most marginalized members. I feel that the experience gained as a local president will enable me to make a positive contribution to the Executive Committee. In the last five years our local has improved Maternity Leave Benefits and removed all Supervision Duties for teachers. Only by working creatively with all our stakeholder groups and by increasing member involvement was this possible. I would be honoured to serve as a member-at-large for the Federation and I humbly ask for your support. EXPERIENCE: Provincial: BC College of Teachers (1 yr.), AGM Delegate (8 yrs.), Summer Conference (6 yrs.), LR (2yrs.). Local: President (5 yrs.), Vice President (2 yrs.), Member-at-Large (3 yrs.), Staff Rep (10 yrs.). Teaching: Secondary Social Studies (24 yrs.), Photography (7 yrs.), Grade 7 Socials (5 yrs.), Sendai Japan (3 yrs.), Social Studies Department Head (7 yrs.), Fine Arts Department Head (5 yrs.), Staff Chairperson (3 yrs.). Education: B. Ed UBC, TLITE Diploma SFU. Denise Moffatt  As we find ourselves at a crossroads, we have difficult decisions to make. There is so much at stake: our autonomy, the direction of public education and the fabric of our union. We must learn from our past successes and failures and adapt to the challenges of a new context. We have never been through negotiations in such an intense media spotlight, and it is so important that we demonstrate unity while under public scrutiny. It has been a decade of cuts, regressive education policy, and a lack of consultation with teachers. However, it is the strength of our membership that has always led us through adversity. This means we must continue to connect with teachers by listening, consulting every step of the way and exploring every option. We must work together to attain our goals. Over the past two years, I have been honoured to work as your representative. As member-at-large, I have demonstrated my ability to bring fresh ideas to the executive table. I can cut through difficult issues, identify solutions and follow through. In the fall, I am also returning to the classroom and will be able to bring the perspective of an active teacher to the executive. I ask for your continued support as member-at-large. EXPERIENCE: Provincial: Member-at-Large, Health and Safety Advisory Committee, Provincial Returning Officer, Benefits review committee, Occupational Health and Safety Trainer Local: (Surrey Teachers’ Association): President, Health and Safety/Grievance Officer, Member-at-Large, Local Bargaining Committee, Chief spokesperson, Health and Safety Committee, Convention Committee, Economic Welfare Committee, Grievance Committee. Joint Committees: District Health and Safety Committee, Employee and Family Assistance Plan Committee, Job Description Committee School: Art/English/Drama teacher, Professional Development Committee, Staff Committee, Staff Representative Wendy Turner  We are attempting to negotiate a collective agreement with a government who has come to the bargaining table with a net-zero mandate and proposals to strip other rights from our contract. Net zero actually means sub zero due to the reality of an annual 2% increase in inflation. Teachers supporting families and communities in BC know that it is a province with one of the highest costs of living in Canada. We need a government that is willing to prioritize funding for a public education system that will serve student needs—not force districts to make choices about which supports for students they need to cut from their budgets. Other stakeholders share this concern and have written letters asking for increases to funding, especially in the area of student services. We need the government to honour the ruling of BC Supreme Court Justice Griffin regarding the legislation that stripped our contract language on class size and composition. We need them to work with us to restore this language which is key in supporting classroom learning and teaching needs. I am honoured to work with my colleagues to accomplish our common goals as professionals. We are the BCTF! EXPERIENCE: Provincial: Finance Committee, Ad Hoc Committee on TTOC Work in BC, BCTF SURT Facilitator, Local Representative, AGM Delegate Local: President, Vice President, Bargaining Team, Local Election Contact, School Staff Rep., TTOC Co-Chair Teaching: Music/Band, Grade 5 & 6 Elementary, Grade 7-9 Middle School (science, math, social studies) Education: Bachelor of Education (University of Victoria), Master of Arts in Administration, Curriculum and Instruction (Gonzaga University)   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/BargainingAndContracts.aspx?id=4956&printPage=true,BCTF > BC Labour Relations Board Decision December 19, 2001, BCLRB No. B180/2002  	Bargaining and contracts  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Bargaining and Contracts > Bargaining Rights > LRB Decisions Note: You may experience problems printing this document in some versions of Netscape. This document has been provided to the BCTF in HTML format by the B.C. Labour Relations Board. The BCLRB posts decisions on a weekly basis in PDF format at http://www.lrb.bc.ca/decisions/. You may wish to access the PDF version of the decision for printing purposes. BCLRB No. B180/2002     BRITISH COLUMBIA LABOUR RELATIONS BOARD       ALL BOARDS, AS DEFINED IN THE SCHOOL ACT, IN THE PROVINCE REPRESENTED BY BRITISH COLUMBIA PUBLIC SCHOOL EMPLOYERS' ASSOCIATION   ("BCPSEA")     -and-     BRITISH COLUMBIA TEACHERS' FEDERATION   ("BCTF")     -and-     CANADIAN UNION OF PUBLIC EMPLOYEES, REGIONAL OFFICE ON BEHALF OF CERTAIN LOCALS   ("CUPE")     -and-     BRITISH COLUMBIA PROVINCIAL COUNCIL OF CARPENTERS   ("Carpenters")     -and-             LOCAL 213 OF THE INTERNATIONAL BROTHERHOOD OF ELECTRICAL WORKERS,   ("IBEW")       -and-   TEAMSTERS LOCAL UNION NO. 31   ("Teamsters")     -and-     B.C. GOVERNMENT AND SERVICE EMPLOYEES UNION   ("BCGEU")       PANEL: Irene Holden, Associate Chair (Mediation) Lisa Hansen, Vice-Chair and Registrar Mark J. Brown, Vice-Chair   APPEARANCES: Judith C. Anderson, for BCPSEA Diane MacDonald and Doug Dorward, for BCTF Paul Tetrault, for CUPE Doug B. McCorquodale, for Carpenters Ron Dickson, for IBEW Don Davies, for Teamsters Keith Oleksiuk, for BCGEU   CASE NO.: 46340   DATE OF DECISION: May 23, 2002     DECISION OF THE BOARD     I.                     nature of application 1                     The Board has been dealing with the designation of essential services with respect to a dispute involving BCPSEA and BCTF over the past several months. 2                     With the proclamation of the Education Services Collective Agreement Act (the "Act") on January 27, 2002, the Board must consider whether any outstanding issues should be adjudicated, or considered academic or moot. II.                   position of the parties             BCPSEA 3                     BCPSEA argues that because the Act ends the collective bargaining dispute between BCPSEA and BCTF, the facts do not support proceeding with the adjudication.  To support its position, BCPSEA relies on Health Labour Relations Association of B.C., BCLRB No. B69/93 (Reconsideration of IRC No. C43/92, IRC No. C64/92 and Interim Order dated March 11, 1992) ("HLRA"); and Board of School Trustees of School District No. 36 (Surrey), BCLRB No. B389/98.             BCTF 4                     We will refer to BCTF's submission only.  All the other Unions support BCTF's position. 5                     BCTF argues that the matter is not academic or moot; the issue remains "live" based on the fact that other unions in the education sector are currently in collective bargaining.  [As of the date of this decision there are approximately six collective agreements outstanding with respect to support unions].  Therefore there is a possibility that the parties will be before the Board again in the near future making the same arguments. 6                     In the alternative, BCTF argues that if the Panel considers the matter moot, that the issue falls within four exceptions (outlined below) to the doctrine of mootness.  Accordingly, the Board should exercise its discretion and continue to adjudicate the matter. 7                     First, the dispute raises issues of significant public concern.  The Labour Relations Code (the "Code") amendments declaring education an essential service are new.  The Board has recognized that the interpretation of recent amendments to the Code can be of significant importance to the labour relations community, and therefore an otherwise academic issue should proceed to hearing: Sovereign General Insurance Company, BCLRB No. B451/94 (Leave for Reconsideration of BCLRB No. B275/94).  BCTF argues further that where a matter is of great importance to future collective bargaining in a particular industry, the hearing of a matter considered moot should proceed: Atkinson-Commonwealth, BCLRB No. 270/83 (Appeal of No. 19/83). 8                     Second, the adjudication will have a practical effect on the parties by providing some guidance regarding the teachers' right to withdraw their services in the event that essential service designations are required in any dispute between the School Districts and support unions. 9                     Third, the issues are likely to occur in future situations.  BCTF argues that timely judicial determination of the issues is not likely due to the Government's "propensity to intervene in collective bargaining disputes".  Therefore, in order to allow BCTF to exert maximum pressure at the outset in future disputes, the issue should be determined now. 10                  Fourth, due to the amount of resources spent on the process to date, and given that there is only one issue outstanding, BCTF argues that certainty in the law overrides any cost in having the merits adjudicated. III.                  analysis and decision 11                  We conclude that the matter is academic because there is no longer a live controversy between BCPSEA and BCTF due to the proclamation of the Act.  However, we must consider whether we should exercise our discretion and continue to adjudicate the matter in any event. 12                  The Board's policy in this regard is summarized in Schindler Elevator Corporation, BCLRB No. B169/95 (Leave for Reconsideration of BCLRB No. B420/94), at pages 10 and 11: The second preliminary objection raises the question whether this Section 141 application is moot in light of the fact that the labour dispute between Schindler and the Union is now resolved.  The Board's approach regarding the adjudication of matters which have been rendered academic is set out in Health Labour Relations Association, supra, and can be summarized as follows: (1)It is a well-established policy of the Board and its predecessors that the Board declines to adjudicate reconsideration of academic issues.  It has only rarely departed from its policy. (2)The Board will continue to follow the "mootness" doctrine set out in Borowski v. Attorney General of Canada (1989), 57 D.L.R. (4th) 231 (S.C.C.); namely, when a decision will not have the effect of resolving some controversy which affects or may affect the rights of the parties the court will decline to decide the case. (3)Where there is no longer a live controversy between the parties the Board retains a discretion to hear the academic matter if: (a)an adversarial relationship continues even though the dispute has been resolved, or (b)a determination will have some practical effect on the rights of the parties. (4)In exercising its discretion, however, the Board will consider the importance of the adversarial context and will balance the economics of judicial involvement against the social costs of continued uncertainty in the law. 13                  We acknowledge that the recent amendments to Section 72 of the Code as it relates to the education sector have not been fully adjudicated by the Board.  We acknowledge further that the parties and the Board have expended significant resources on this case.  More importantly, the parties have reached agreement on most of the components of the essential service orders issued to date.  The Board expects that the areas of agreement will be carried forward in future disputes. 14                  The outstanding issue, which is the extent to which teachers may withdraw fully from the classrooms, is an important one to BCPSEA, BCTF and the other parties.  We conclude that rather than continue with the current adjudication, this important issue can be addressed in one of two ways, without minimizing the efforts of all concerned to date. 15                  First, as was the situation in the health care industry subsequent to the HLRA case, the parties could request that the Board conduct a policy hearing prior to the expiration of the collective agreement to address the outstanding issue.  This would allow the parties to canvas the issue in an environment that is more conducive to positive problem solving, rather than during an expedited process, or shortly after this protracted and sometimes heated dispute. 16                  Second, if the support unions who are currently involved in collective bargaining reach an impasse and essential services need to be adjudicated, the issue remaining with BCTF will need to be resolved. 17                  Furthermore, the answer to the question at hand may depend on the timing of the dispute in relation to the school year.  Therefore, it may be more beneficial to address the issue when the exact circumstances are known; or within the context of a policy hearing where various scenarios can be canvassed. 18                  Given either of the above scenarios, BCTF's issue will be addressed without the need to continue the current proceedings. IV.               conclusion 19                  For the foregoing reasons, we conclude that the outstanding issue between BCPSEA and BCTF involving the designation of essential services is academic.  We decline to exercise our discretion to continue with the adjudication.   LABOUR RELATIONS BOARD     "IRENE HOLDEN"   IRENE HOLDEN ASSOCIATE CHAIR (MEDIATION)     "LISA HANSEN"   LISA HANSEN VICE-CHAIR AND REGISTRAR     "MARK J. BROWN"   MARK J. BROWN VICE-CHAIR)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/contacts.cfm?page=pdchairs&sort=1&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true,BCTF Contacts Home E-mail Lists Links A to Z Index Contact Us Help SITE SEARCH Quick Links BCTF formsBCTF NewsFrançaisLabour linksPensionsTeacher NewsmagazineTeaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Contact Us > PD chairpersons BCTF Professional Development Chairpersons Sorted by local name. Click here for sort by local number. Local Chair School Phone School Fax E-mail Abbotsford District Teachers' Association (34) Brenda Head    604-850-7692  pd34@bctf.ca Alberni District Teachers' Union (701) Stephanie Hopkins  250-723-7522  250-723-7557  pd701@bctf.ca Arrow Lakes Teachers' Association (10) Paula Rogers  250-358-7222  250-358-2533  pd10@bctf.ca Boundary District Teachers' Association (51) Catherine Pankoff  250-442-8275  250-442-5388  pd51@bctf.ca Linda Rawlings-Dolezsar  250-442-5313  250-442-5317  pd51@bctf.ca Bulkley Valley Teachers' Union (54) Kristina Willing  250-847-2231  250-847-2165  pd54@bctf.ca Mary Neto  250-847-2231  250-847-2165  pd54@bctf.ca Burnaby Teachers' Association (41) Alexandra Peters  604-664-7056  604-664-8734  pd41@bctf.ca Barbara Henderson  604-664-8727  604-664-8818  pd41@bctf.ca Patricia Dolton      pd41@bctf.ca Burns Lake District Teachers' Union (55) Lisa Mason  250-698-7301  250-698-7349  pd55@bctf.ca Campbell River District Teachers' Association (72) Adria Anne Gleeson  250-286-0511  250-286-0938  pd72@bctf.ca Cariboo-Chilcotin Teachers' Association (27) Shirley Giroux  250-398-5800  250-398-5206  pd27@bctf.ca Central Coast Teachers' Association (49) Coleen Fraser  250-799-5556  250-799-5757  pd49@bctf.ca Stephen Dishkin  250-982-2355  250-982-2720  pd49@bctf.ca Central Okanagan Teachers' Association (23) Joe Jamison  250-868-1135  250-870-5020  pd23@bctf.ca Chetwynd Teachers' Association (592) Gysbert Ruiter  250-788-2267  250-788-9729  pd592@bctf.ca Chilliwack Teachers' Association (33) Angela Woods  604-823-4408  604-823-2243  pd33@bctf.ca Comox District Teachers' Association (71) Lisa Pedersen-Skene    250-897-0487  pd71@bctf.ca Coquitlam Teachers' Association (43) Michael Galliford  604-464-8581  604-937-8045  pd43@bctf.ca Cowichan District Teachers' Association (65) Naomi Nilsson  250-748-2251  250-746-7849  pd65@bctf.ca Sabina Reska  250-743-6916  250-743-6915  pd65@bctf.ca Cranbrook District Teachers' Association (2) Carol Johns  250-489-4391  250-489-0600  pd02@bctf.ca Colette Grasdal  250-426-5241  250-426-6673  pd02@bctf.ca Creston Valley Teachers' Association (861) Melissa Feragotti  250-428-2051  250-428-2019  pd861@bctf.ca Delta Teachers' Association (37) Fiona Higgs    604-599-1786  pd37@bctf.ca Fernie District Teachers' Association (1) Linda Christenson  250-425-6666  250-425-6661  pd01@bctf.ca Sarah Larsen      pd01@bctf.ca Fort Nelson District Teachers' Association (81) Shirley Kenney  250-774-6941  250-774-6988  pd81@bctf.ca Fraser-Cascade Teachers' Association (78) Kathleen Koopman      pd78@bctf.ca Gold Trail Teachers' Association (74) Elizabeth Griggs  250-256-4274  250-256-4275  pd74@bctf.ca Golden Teachers' Association (18) Margaret Calladine  250-344-6317    pd18@bctf.ca Greater Victoria Teachers' Association (61) Lucinda Graf  250-727-0188  250-727-2079  pd61@bctf.ca Gulf Islands Teachers' Association (64) James Lightfoot  250-653-9223  250-653-2090  pd64@bctf.ca Haida Gwaii Teachers' Association (50) Autum Gates    250-626-3214  pd50@bctf.ca Monika Hausmann    250-626-3214  pd50@bctf.ca Kamloops Thompson Teachers' Association (73) David Comrie    250-377-2257  pd73@bctf.ca Kimberley Teachers' Association (3) Bethany Turcon      pd03@bctf.ca Craig Hillman  250-427-4827  250-427-7106  pd03@bctf.ca Kitimat District Teachers' Association (80) Katherine Johnsen  250-632-6174  888-539-4732  pd80@bctf.ca Michele Sutherland  250-632-2912  888-574-1126  pd80@bctf.ca Kootenay Columbia Teachers' Union (20) John Horcoff      pd20@bctf.ca Kootenay Lake Teachers' Association (862) Dennis Larcombe  250-229-4224  250-353-7434  pd862@bctf.ca Lake Cowichan Teachers' Association (66) Christine Rolls  250-748-0011  250-749-4030  pd66@bctf.ca Langley Teachers' Association (35) Sandy Ho  604-888-3033  604-888-2873  pd35@bctf.ca Mackenzie Teachers' Association (572) Amber Raycraft  250-963-7060  250-963-7381  pd572@bctf.ca Christa Barnes  250-997-6340  250-997-5075  pd572@bctf.ca Karen Chadha  250-997-6340  250-997-5075  pd572@bctf.ca Maple Ridge Teachers' Association (42) Suzanne Hall  604-463-6414  604-466-6265  pd42@bctf.ca McBride-Valemount Teachers' Association (573) Brian Hanson    250-566-4551  pd573@bctf.ca Jennifer L'Arrivee  250-569-2295  250-569-2620  pd573@bctf.ca Julia Howard  250-569-2295  250-569-2620  pd573@bctf.ca Mission Teachers' Union (75) Anna Heavenor  604-820-4587  604-820-9505  pd75@bctf.ca Mount Arrowsmith Teachers' Association (69) Denise Spencer-Dahl  250-248-3296  250-954-1734  pd69@bctf.ca Lesley Rowan  250-752-5651  250-752-8604  pd69@bctf.ca Nanaimo District Teachers' Association (68) Colleen Skipper  250-758-6892  250-758-2373  pd68@bctf.ca Michael Silverton    250-751-8840  pd68@bctf.ca Nechako Teachers' Union (56) Cindy Miller  250-996-7126  250-996-7708  pd56@bctf.ca Shawn Lank  250-699-6233  250-699-7753  pd56@bctf.ca Nelson District Teachers' Association (7) Monica Doyle  250-352-3186  250-352-3183  pd07@bctf.ca Tamara Martin  250-352-5538  250-352-3119  pd07@bctf.ca New Westminster Teachers' Union (40) Romeo Lavrencic  604-517-6316  604-517-6204  pd40@bctf.ca Sandra Lee  604-517-6090  604-517-6091  pd40@bctf.ca Nisga'a Teachers' Union (92) Charity Peal  250-633-2225  250-633-2669  pd92@bctf.ca Samantha Lambright  250-326-4206  250-633-2916  pd92@bctf.ca Sara Beardsell  250-633-2225  250-633-2669  pd92@bctf.ca North Okanagan-Shuswap Teachers' Association (83) Kyla Hadden  250-836-2831  250-836-2664  pd83@bctf.ca North Vancouver Teachers' Association (44) Maria Aiello  604-903-3750  604-903-3751  pd44@bctf.ca Okanagan Skaha Teachers' Union (67) Angela Seppola  250-770-7683  250-492-5981  pd67@bctf.ca Peace River North Teachers' Association (60) Jessica Dmytruk  250-793-9125  250-630-2323  pd60@bctf.ca Peace River South Teachers' Association (591) Angela Connelly    250-782-9604  pd591@bctf.ca Powell River District Teachers' Association (47) Wendy Adams  604-485-5660    pd47@bctf.ca Prince George District Teachers' Association (571) Glen Thielmann  250-562-9525  250-564-4875  pd571@bctf.ca Prince Rupert District Teachers' Union (52) Colleen Pudsey    250-627-1348  pd52@bctf.ca Marla Gamble    250-627-1348  pd52@bctf.ca Raegan Sawka  250-627-1536  250-627-1443  pd52@bctf.ca Princeton District Teachers' Union (17) Gordon Bibby  250-295-3218  250-295-7914  pd17@bctf.ca Mary Bell  250-295-3218  250-295-7914  pd17@bctf.ca Quesnel District Teachers' Association (28) Carlie Borrett  250-991-5566  250-991-5565  pd28@bctf.ca Revelstoke Teachers' Association (19) Stacey Grimm  250-837-2173  250-837-7164  pd19@bctf.ca Richmond Teachers' Association (38) Christian Matheson  604-668-6665  604-668-6569  pd38@bctf.ca Saanich Teachers' Association (63) Holly Mair  250-704-4972  250-479-9870  pd63@bctf.ca Sarah Windle  250-652-9261  250-652-2094  pd63@bctf.ca Sea to Sky Teachers' Association (48) April Lowe  604-898-3688  604-898-4706  pd48@bctf.ca SEPF (93) Alain Paquin  604-437-4849  604-437-9630  pd93@bctf.ca Linda Theriault  250-220-6010  250-220-6014  pd93@bctf.ca Monica Monus    604-214-9881  pd93@bctf.ca Sooke Teachers' Association (62) Brian Hotovy  250-474-1291  250-478-0738  pd62@bctf.ca Kristine Kosolofski  250-478-3232  250-391-9624  pd62@bctf.ca South Okanagan Similkameen Teachers' Union (53) Nicola MacNaughton  250-498-3468  250-498-0339  pd53@bctf.ca Stikine Teachers' Association (87) Alithia Gillies    250-771-4343  pd87@bctf.ca Andre Lagace    250-771-4343  pd87@bctf.ca Sunshine Coast Teachers' Association (46) Patrick McCallum  604-885-3216  604-885-7991  pd46@bctf.ca Surrey Teachers' Association (36) Anne McNamee      pd36@bctf.ca Stephen Anderson      pd36@bctf.ca Terrace District Teachers' Union (881) Karen Andrews  250-635-3115  888-456-3464  pd881@bctf.ca Upper Skeena Teachers (882) Jan Thorburn  250-842-5214  888-503-6959  pd882@bctf.ca Shirley Hobenshield  250-849-5484  888-594-2271  pd882@bctf.ca Vancouver Elementary School Teachers' Association (391) Allison Jambor      pd391@bctf.ca Patricia Gudlaugson      pd391@bctf.ca Vancouver Island North Teachers' Association (85) Sarah Soltau-Heller  250-949-6418  250-949-6485  pd85@bctf.ca Vancouver Island West Teachers' Union (84) Adam Barber    250-761-4234  pd84@bctf.ca Glyn Howell    250-934-6578  pd84@bctf.ca Vancouver Secondary Teachers' Association (392) Mary Filleul    604-713-5076  pd392@bctf.ca Vernon Teachers' Association (22) Robyn Ladner    250-545-7680  pd22@bctf.ca West Vancouver Teachers' Association (45) Rosemary Murray  604-981-1200  604-981-1201  pd45@bctf.ca Shannon Gray  604-981-1130  604-981-1131  pd45@bctf.ca Windermere Teachers' Association (4) Robyn Oliver  250-342-9213  250-342-4499  pd04@bctf.ca About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy Close Window Print Page   BCTF Professional Development Chairpersons Sorted by local name. Click here for sort by local number. Local Chair School Phone School Fax E-mail Abbotsford District Teachers' Association (34) Brenda Head    604-850-7692  pd34@bctf.ca Alberni District Teachers' Union (701) Stephanie Hopkins  250-723-7522  250-723-7557  pd701@bctf.ca Arrow Lakes Teachers' Association (10) Paula Rogers  250-358-7222  250-358-2533  pd10@bctf.ca Boundary District Teachers' Association (51) Catherine Pankoff  250-442-8275  250-442-5388  pd51@bctf.ca Linda Rawlings-Dolezsar  250-442-5313  250-442-5317  pd51@bctf.ca Bulkley Valley Teachers' Union (54) Kristina Willing  250-847-2231  250-847-2165  pd54@bctf.ca Mary Neto  250-847-2231  250-847-2165  pd54@bctf.ca Burnaby Teachers' Association (41) Alexandra Peters  604-664-7056  604-664-8734  pd41@bctf.ca Barbara Henderson  604-664-8727  604-664-8818  pd41@bctf.ca Patricia Dolton      pd41@bctf.ca Burns Lake District Teachers' Union (55) Lisa Mason  250-698-7301  250-698-7349  pd55@bctf.ca Campbell River District Teachers' Association (72) Adria Anne Gleeson  250-286-0511  250-286-0938  pd72@bctf.ca Cariboo-Chilcotin Teachers' Association (27) Shirley Giroux  250-398-5800  250-398-5206  pd27@bctf.ca Central Coast Teachers' Association (49) Coleen Fraser  250-799-5556  250-799-5757  pd49@bctf.ca Stephen Dishkin  250-982-2355  250-982-2720  pd49@bctf.ca Central Okanagan Teachers' Association (23) Joe Jamison  250-868-1135  250-870-5020  pd23@bctf.ca Chetwynd Teachers' Association (592) Gysbert Ruiter  250-788-2267  250-788-9729  pd592@bctf.ca Chilliwack Teachers' Association (33) Angela Woods  604-823-4408  604-823-2243  pd33@bctf.ca Comox District Teachers' Association (71) Lisa Pedersen-Skene    250-897-0487  pd71@bctf.ca Coquitlam Teachers' Association (43) Michael Galliford  604-464-8581  604-937-8045  pd43@bctf.ca Cowichan District Teachers' Association (65) Naomi Nilsson  250-748-2251  250-746-7849  pd65@bctf.ca Sabina Reska  250-743-6916  250-743-6915  pd65@bctf.ca Cranbrook District Teachers' Association (2) Carol Johns  250-489-4391  250-489-0600  pd02@bctf.ca Colette Grasdal  250-426-5241  250-426-6673  pd02@bctf.ca Creston Valley Teachers' Association (861) Melissa Feragotti  250-428-2051  250-428-2019  pd861@bctf.ca Delta Teachers' Association (37) Fiona Higgs    604-599-1786  pd37@bctf.ca Fernie District Teachers' Association (1) Linda Christenson  250-425-6666  250-425-6661  pd01@bctf.ca Sarah Larsen      pd01@bctf.ca Fort Nelson District Teachers' Association (81) Shirley Kenney  250-774-6941  250-774-6988  pd81@bctf.ca Fraser-Cascade Teachers' Association (78) Kathleen Koopman      pd78@bctf.ca Gold Trail Teachers' Association (74) Elizabeth Griggs  250-256-4274  250-256-4275  pd74@bctf.ca Golden Teachers' Association (18) Margaret Calladine  250-344-6317    pd18@bctf.ca Greater Victoria Teachers' Association (61) Lucinda Graf  250-727-0188  250-727-2079  pd61@bctf.ca Gulf Islands Teachers' Association (64) James Lightfoot  250-653-9223  250-653-2090  pd64@bctf.ca Haida Gwaii Teachers' Association (50) Autum Gates    250-626-3214  pd50@bctf.ca Monika Hausmann    250-626-3214  pd50@bctf.ca Kamloops Thompson Teachers' Association (73) David Comrie    250-377-2257  pd73@bctf.ca Kimberley Teachers' Association (3) Bethany Turcon      pd03@bctf.ca Craig Hillman  250-427-4827  250-427-7106  pd03@bctf.ca Kitimat District Teachers' Association (80) Katherine Johnsen  250-632-6174  888-539-4732  pd80@bctf.ca Michele Sutherland  250-632-2912  888-574-1126  pd80@bctf.ca Kootenay Columbia Teachers' Union (20) John Horcoff      pd20@bctf.ca Kootenay Lake Teachers' Association (862) Dennis Larcombe  250-229-4224  250-353-7434  pd862@bctf.ca Lake Cowichan Teachers' Association (66) Christine Rolls  250-748-0011  250-749-4030  pd66@bctf.ca Langley Teachers' Association (35) Sandy Ho  604-888-3033  604-888-2873  pd35@bctf.ca Mackenzie Teachers' Association (572) Amber Raycraft  250-963-7060  250-963-7381  pd572@bctf.ca Christa Barnes  250-997-6340  250-997-5075  pd572@bctf.ca Karen Chadha  250-997-6340  250-997-5075  pd572@bctf.ca Maple Ridge Teachers' Association (42) Suzanne Hall  604-463-6414  604-466-6265  pd42@bctf.ca McBride-Valemount Teachers' Association (573) Brian Hanson    250-566-4551  pd573@bctf.ca Jennifer L'Arrivee  250-569-2295  250-569-2620  pd573@bctf.ca Julia Howard  250-569-2295  250-569-2620  pd573@bctf.ca Mission Teachers' Union (75) Anna Heavenor  604-820-4587  604-820-9505  pd75@bctf.ca Mount Arrowsmith Teachers' Association (69) Denise Spencer-Dahl  250-248-3296  250-954-1734  pd69@bctf.ca Lesley Rowan  250-752-5651  250-752-8604  pd69@bctf.ca Nanaimo District Teachers' Association (68) Colleen Skipper  250-758-6892  250-758-2373  pd68@bctf.ca Michael Silverton    250-751-8840  pd68@bctf.ca Nechako Teachers' Union (56) Cindy Miller  250-996-7126  250-996-7708  pd56@bctf.ca Shawn Lank  250-699-6233  250-699-7753  pd56@bctf.ca Nelson District Teachers' Association (7) Monica Doyle  250-352-3186  250-352-3183  pd07@bctf.ca Tamara Martin  250-352-5538  250-352-3119  pd07@bctf.ca New Westminster Teachers' Union (40) Romeo Lavrencic  604-517-6316  604-517-6204  pd40@bctf.ca Sandra Lee  604-517-6090  604-517-6091  pd40@bctf.ca Nisga'a Teachers' Union (92) Charity Peal  250-633-2225  250-633-2669  pd92@bctf.ca Samantha Lambright  250-326-4206  250-633-2916  pd92@bctf.ca Sara Beardsell  250-633-2225  250-633-2669  pd92@bctf.ca North Okanagan-Shuswap Teachers' Association (83) Kyla Hadden  250-836-2831  250-836-2664  pd83@bctf.ca North Vancouver Teachers' Association (44) Maria Aiello  604-903-3750  604-903-3751  pd44@bctf.ca Okanagan Skaha Teachers' Union (67) Angela Seppola  250-770-7683  250-492-5981  pd67@bctf.ca Peace River North Teachers' Association (60) Jessica Dmytruk  250-793-9125  250-630-2323  pd60@bctf.ca Peace River South Teachers' Association (591) Angela Connelly    250-782-9604  pd591@bctf.ca Powell River District Teachers' Association (47) Wendy Adams  604-485-5660    pd47@bctf.ca Prince George District Teachers' Association (571) Glen Thielmann  250-562-9525  250-564-4875  pd571@bctf.ca Prince Rupert District Teachers' Union (52) Colleen Pudsey    250-627-1348  pd52@bctf.ca Marla Gamble    250-627-1348  pd52@bctf.ca Raegan Sawka  250-627-1536  250-627-1443  pd52@bctf.ca Princeton District Teachers' Union (17) Gordon Bibby  250-295-3218  250-295-7914  pd17@bctf.ca Mary Bell  250-295-3218  250-295-7914  pd17@bctf.ca Quesnel District Teachers' Association (28) Carlie Borrett  250-991-5566  250-991-5565  pd28@bctf.ca Revelstoke Teachers' Association (19) Stacey Grimm  250-837-2173  250-837-7164  pd19@bctf.ca Richmond Teachers' Association (38) Christian Matheson  604-668-6665  604-668-6569  pd38@bctf.ca Saanich Teachers' Association (63) Holly Mair  250-704-4972  250-479-9870  pd63@bctf.ca Sarah Windle  250-652-9261  250-652-2094  pd63@bctf.ca Sea to Sky Teachers' Association (48) April Lowe  604-898-3688  604-898-4706  pd48@bctf.ca SEPF (93) Alain Paquin  604-437-4849  604-437-9630  pd93@bctf.ca Linda Theriault  250-220-6010  250-220-6014  pd93@bctf.ca Monica Monus    604-214-9881  pd93@bctf.ca Sooke Teachers' Association (62) Brian Hotovy  250-474-1291  250-478-0738  pd62@bctf.ca Kristine Kosolofski  250-478-3232  250-391-9624  pd62@bctf.ca South Okanagan Similkameen Teachers' Union (53) Nicola MacNaughton  250-498-3468  250-498-0339  pd53@bctf.ca Stikine Teachers' Association (87) Alithia Gillies    250-771-4343  pd87@bctf.ca Andre Lagace    250-771-4343  pd87@bctf.ca Sunshine Coast Teachers' Association (46) Patrick McCallum  604-885-3216  604-885-7991  pd46@bctf.ca Surrey Teachers' Association (36) Anne McNamee      pd36@bctf.ca Stephen Anderson      pd36@bctf.ca Terrace District Teachers' Union (881) Karen Andrews  250-635-3115  888-456-3464  pd881@bctf.ca Upper Skeena Teachers (882) Jan Thorburn  250-842-5214  888-503-6959  pd882@bctf.ca Shirley Hobenshield  250-849-5484  888-594-2271  pd882@bctf.ca Vancouver Elementary School Teachers' Association (391) Allison Jambor      pd391@bctf.ca Patricia Gudlaugson      pd391@bctf.ca Vancouver Island North Teachers' Association (85) Sarah Soltau-Heller  250-949-6418  250-949-6485  pd85@bctf.ca Vancouver Island West Teachers' Union (84) Adam Barber    250-761-4234  pd84@bctf.ca Glyn Howell    250-934-6578  pd84@bctf.ca Vancouver Secondary Teachers' Association (392) Mary Filleul    604-713-5076  pd392@bctf.ca Vernon Teachers' Association (22) Robyn Ladner    250-545-7680  pd22@bctf.ca West Vancouver Teachers' Association (45) Rosemary Murray  604-981-1200  604-981-1201  pd45@bctf.ca Shannon Gray  604-981-1130  604-981-1131  pd45@bctf.ca Windermere Teachers' Association (4) Robyn Oliver  250-342-9213  250-342-4499  pd04@bctf.ca)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=16252&printPage=true,BCTF News Releases  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2008 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE August 26, 2008 Another year, another broken government promise As another school year begins, students and teachers are heading back to overcrowded classrooms because the BC Liberal government refuses to keep its promise to improve learning conditions, BCTF President Irene Lanzinger said today. “Our students deserve better than broken promises,” said Lanzinger. “In 2005, the BC Liberal government passed legislation designed to reduce class sizes and improve conditions for students with special needs. Three years later, we’re still waiting to see the funding needed to make that happen.” Despite the premier’s commitment to tackle class size and class composition, learning conditions in BC are not improving. Last year, there were more than 3,000 classes across the province that exceeded the BC Liberals’ own legislated requirements, affecting more than 8,000 students. In addition, over 10,000 classes had four or more students with special needs—another violation of provincial legislation. “A lot of promises were made, but nothing was delivered,” said Lanzinger. “The government refuses to provide the resources to get the job done. There is no new money to reduce class sizes and nothing to help students with special needs. If that wasn’t challenging enough, school districts have been forced to close 177 schools.” Even with all the startling statistics, Lanzinger said she was optimistic about the important year ahead. “Teachers right across British Columbia are excited to get back in the classroom and make a difference in the lives of BC kids,” said Lanzinger. “This summer, hundreds of teachers met in Kamloops to prepare for the year ahead. There is a lot of energy and enthusiasm for the coming school year, especially one that will bring two important elections. “Teachers in BC are looking forward to the opportunity to ensure education issues become top of mind as voters head to the municipal and provincial polls. We are going to work with parents in every community to protect public education and improve learning conditions for all children in BC. Today, more than ever, we need to stand together to protect and enhance our public education system.” -  30  - For more information, contact Rich Overgaard, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell).)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8942,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, No. 3, January/February 2004 Ten new BCTF lesson aids 1 LA 2049 Snapshots of 19th Century Canada co-produced by The Critical Thinking Cooperative and B.C. Ministry of Education, 154 p. ©2002. This unit of eight critical thinking challenges examines the social, political, and economical conditions throughout the 19th century from four groups’ perspectives—English Canadians, French Canadians, recent immigrants, and Aboriginal peoples. Among the activities, students prepare a report card on the implications of nine selected events from each group’s perspective; create a giant annotated timeline; write an "authentic" diary/journal entry about an assigned event; and prepare a one-page definitive assessment of the 19th century from the four perspectives. Grade 10 $15 2 LA 2054 Deceptive Beauty: A Look at the Global Flower Industry by Victoria International Development Education Association, 38 p. ©2001. The international flower trade is big business in the global economy. We often mark a special event with a gift of flowers. Flowers mean love, respect, recognition, celebration but rarely do we think about where the flowers we buy come from. This resource booklet encourages an appreciation of labour and environmental issues in the global flower industry, including trading conditions, health and safety of workers, use of pesticides, repression of union activists, and strategies to support flower workers. Grades 8 to adult $8.50 3 LA 3219 Learning by Designing—Volume 2 by Jim Gilbert and Karin Clark, ©2002, 170 p. This reference book gives the reader additional understanding of the highly developed, sophisticated Pacific Northwest Coast First Nations two-dimensional art styles. The authors have attempted to put the art into a more spiritual and cultural context by including First Nations’ ideals on ethics and philosophy and by interviewing members of an Aboriginal family. Also included is a 16-page colour section, which includes a Native Indian version of creation. It is hoped that this addition increases the clarity and shows the great beauty of the art. This book is offered as a supplement to the traditional apprenticeship training process. Four major art style regions of the Pacific Northwest Coast are included. Grades 4–12 $34.95 LA 3219A Four Worlds by Jim Gilbert, Ron Stacy and Wedlidi Speck ©2002. This full-colour booklet, is an insert for LA 3219 Learning by Designing. $10 4LA 8083 Take It to Your Seat Centers—Literacy Centers, Grades 3–4 Produced by Evan-Moor Educational Publishers 192 p. ©2003. This book includes step-by-step teacher directions for making and using 12 centers to practice reading and writing skills, full-colour patterns to construct the centers and full-colour and reproducible student task cards. No special center area is required, the centers can be easily stored for future use, the centers can be made ahead of time, and they can be used for small group and individual skill practice. The skills practiced include the following: analogies, multiple-meaning words, prefixes, suffixes, main idea and supporting details, antonyms, synonyms, combining sentences and alphabetical order. Note that the book is published in the USA and may contain some US-based standards. Grades 3–4 $19.95 5 LA 8243 I Can Make a Difference, Grades 2–3 co-produced by The Critical Thinking Consortium and B.C. Ministry of Education. ©2002, 151 p. The nine critical thinking challenges in this collection support primary students in undertaking responsible "social" action–in the home, at school, and in the broader community. The focus in the first section is on fulfilling one’s responsibilities in the face of a problem situation. The second section focuses on pro-active efforts to enhance the community. These challenges include deciding how to cheer up an elderly person, assembling a care package to support a homeless person and passing along an act of kindness. Grades 2–3 $15 6 LA 8444 Take It to Your Seat Centers—Math Centers, Grades K–1 Produced by Evan-Moor Educational Publishers, ©2003, 192 p. Includes step-by-step teacher directions for making and using 12 centers to practice beginning math skills, full-colour patterns to construct the centers and full-colour and reproducible student task cards. No special center area is required, the centers can be easily stored in colourful gift bags for future use, the centers can be made ahead of time, and they can be used for small group and individual skill practice. The skills practiced include the following: sorting, addition, number order, number recognition, counting by 1s, 2s, 5s, and 10s, money, geometric shapes, patterning and graphing. Note that the book is published in the USA and may contain some US-based standards. Grades K–1 $19.95 7 LA 9971 Discovering Connections: A Guide To the Fun of Bridging Disability Differences by Linda Hill, 105 p. ©1998. Based on a course called Rebuilding Fun Into Life where people come together for fun and community participation. This illustrated guidebook is written as a curriculum for bringing youth and adults of different abilities together through a shared focus on community recreation and leisure. This book is a resource for parents, educators or professionals interested in building bridges between people. It is written to reach a wide diverse audience, from individuals to organizations, to schools and suburbs, to young and old. The activities can be easily adapted to purpose. K–12 $24.95 8LA F2002 Humanités 8e année -12e année, Intégration au secondaire, Consortium du Bas Fraser 291 p. ©1995. Document d’appui pour le personnel enseignant du secondaire préparé par une équipe d'enseignantes et d’enseignants. Le but premier est d’intéger l'étude de la langue et celle des sciences humaines dans les classes d'immersion et du programme francophone. 8e et 12e année $22.95 9LA 9543 Exploring Space. Produced by Engaging Science, a joint venture of the H.R. Macmillan Space Centre, Science World B.C. and the Vancouver Aquarium Marine Science Centre, 40 p. ©2002. Outlines ideas for teachers to stimulate aspects of space travel in the classroom. Includes a variety of activities to help students understand the difficulties of piloted space exploration, including communication, confined space, co-operation, and restricted resources. Through a series of eight missions, students compare different types of astronomical observations, from Earth-bound to unpiloted fly-bys to piloted sample return missions. Also students can build models of Canada’s contributions to the International space station including robotic arm, hands, and eyes; build an exact replica of the end effector (grabbing device) on the space station’s remote manipulator system--the new version of the Candarm. K–7 $11 10 LA 9322 Not So Natural Disasters: Elementary School Edition. Produced by Co-Development Canada 106 p. ©2003. A teaching unit on the links between natural disasters and climate change, environmental degradation and global inequality. Aimed at elementary teachers with the following objectives: to have students empathize with people who are impacted by natural disasters; to explore the human factors in natural disasters as linked to global inequality, climate change and environmental degradation; and to empower students to identify solutions, voice their concerns and take action. The unit consists of five sections. Each section has identified core activities that are central to the objectives of the section, as well as some optional activities. The unit is planned as a progression of activities, moving from empathy, to knowledge, to action. Grades 5–7 $22.95 Many curriculum resources and information are available at www.bcalmer.ca/ For a complete listing of over 1000 BCTF Lesson Aids, consult the cataloque in your school library or the Lesson Aids online catalogue, bctf.ca/LessonAids To order any of the above lesson aids, enclose a cheque payable to the BCTF or authorized purchase order to BCTF Lesson Aids Service 100–550 West 6th Avenue, Vancouver, BC V5Z 4P2. GST and postage/ handling are included in the prices. Orders are sent by return mail. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "RT @nationalpost: Tories' temporary foreign worker overhaul is 'tragically misdirected': Christy Clark http://t.co/EV5YPyV9lC" @John_Yap - 02:49pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141006,globalnews.ca,http://globalnews.ca/tag/luka-magnotta/tag/luka-magnotta,Luka Magnotta | News, Videos & Articles Your Region: National BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg On TV: News Hour Sections National National sections Locals Local sections Watch Watch sections Search Canada Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released Sections Health Money Consumer Tech Entertainment Environment Science Lifestyle Sports Featured Canada World Politics Investigations Canada Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released Your Region National Change BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Health Money Consumer Tech Entertainment Environment Science Lifestyle Sports Jump to a Region National BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Man trying to reach Bermuda in inflatable bubble rescued by Coast Guard Schedule NowNews Hour 6:30pmGlobal National More Programs Global National The West Block 16x9 The Morning Show More Personalities Dawna Friesen Carolyn Jarvis Liza Fromer Tom Clark More News Major snowfall covers N. Manitoba Entertainment ‘Gone Girl’ wins weekend box office News Journalist with Ebola arrives at US hospital Canada Quebecor sells off Sun newspaper chain News Crowdfunded bus debuts in Toronto Entertainment Depardieu reveals past as escort, thief Canada MPs debate motion for airstrikes in Iraq Sports NBA extends television deals for 9 years Trending Maple Syrup Heist Hong Kong protests Iraq crisis Luka Magnotta Ebola outbreak enterovirus D68 Ukraine Retail Wars Luka Magnotta Canada 1 hour ago Magnotta brought home mystery man a week before killing, court hears Luka Magnotta brought home a man with dark hair less than one week before he killed Jun Lin in his bachelor apartment in May 2012, a court in Montreal heard Monday. Continue reading → Canada 2 hours ago Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released Video sequences from cameras at Magnotta’s apartment building have been released, and they suggest a haunting timeline of victim Jun Lin’s fate. Continue reading →   What is this? Branded content is written by or on behalf of our sponsor and not by Global News' editorial staff. If you'd like to learn more... What is this ? X What is this? Branded content is written by or on behalf of our sponsor and not by Global News' editorial staff. If you'd like to learn more... More stories below Canada 9 hours ago Luka Magnotta: What did we learn in week one of the trial? Warning: The following story contains graphic details and language. MONTREAL — The first week of Luka Magnotta’s murder trial heard from eight witnesses — four police officers, the victim’s ex-boyfriend, the man who managed the building where Magnotta lived and the same building’s janitor. The testimony, which spanned four days, revealed information not previously known…. Continue reading → Luka Magnotta Trial October 2, 2014 7:32 pm Luka Magnotta jury watches surveillance footage from night of killing Five cameras ran 24 hours a day in the building that became the scene of a grisly crime in May 2012, when Luka Magnotta killed Jun Lin in his dingy, second-floor bachelor apartment. Continue reading → Luka Magnotta Trial October 1, 2014 2:14 pm Luka Magnotta trial: Jury hears of victim’s final message to former lover, sex habits Feng Lin left Montreal in May 2012 just days before his lover, Jun Lin was bound to a bed, killed and dismembered by another man, a Montreal court heard Wednesday. Continue reading → Canada October 1, 2014 2:11 pm Live coverage: Luka Magnotta trial Regular updates from the Luka Rocco Magnotta trial in Montreal. Continue reading →   What is this? Branded content is written by or on behalf of our sponsor and not by Global News' editorial staff. If you'd like to learn more... What is this ? X What is this? Branded content is written by or on behalf of our sponsor and not by Global News' editorial staff. If you'd like to learn more... Canada September 30, 2014 6:35 pm Magnotta trial: Crown shows photos of crime scene, severed head, parcels mailed with body parts The jurors in the murder trial of Luka Magnotta heard from three members of the Montreal police Tuesday who each presented lengthy series of photos depicting grisly scenes. Continue reading → Canada September 30, 2014 7:38 am Magnotta trial: Not criminally responsible myths, debunked Luka Magnotta’s lawyers are seeking a designation of not criminally responsible due to a mental disorder. CAMH’s Sandy Simpson explains why that doesn’t mean he gets off easy. Continue reading → More stories below Canada September 29, 2014 7:50 pm Magnotta admits to killing Jun Lin, but pleads not guilty Luka Magnotta admitted to the 2012 slaying of Jun Lin, though his lawyer is arguing he is not criminally responsible, citing mental illness. Continue reading → Crime September 29, 2014 7:01 pm Tearful father of Magnotta victim speaks to media through lawyer Diran Lin stood before a mass of reporters, cameras and microphones – all there to cover the trial of a man who, hours earlier, had admitted to killing his son. Continue reading → Load More Popular Now Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released 20224 How does Ebola spread? 5 things you need to know 18659 Accused Madeleine McCann Twitter troll found dead 9985 Ebola: 5 reasons why an outbreak is highly unlikely in Canada 7298 UPDATE: What’s the best, cheapest Canadian cellphone plan out there? 5891 Featured Content Canada Ebola: 5 reasons why an outbreak is highly unlikely in Canada What are the chances of an Ebola outbreak taking off in Canada? It isn’t likely, according to experts. And here are a number of reasons why. Continue reading → Environment Are we in the midst of a mass extinction? There have been 5 mass extinctions — the loss of 75 per cent or more of the world’s species — in Earth’s history. Scientists now believe that we are at the early stages of the sixth. Continue reading → Health Lab-grown penises may soon be ‘ready for testing’ on humans Researchers in North Carolina say penises grown in laboratories could “soon be ready for human testing,” offering hope for men who have had traumatic injuries or penile cancer. Continue reading → Canada Meet Rachel Parent — the teen fighting for GMO labelling in Canada Rachel Parent is a 15-year-old activist. Her goal: mandatory labelling in Canada of all genetically modified organisms, or GMOs that are found as ingredients in food. Continue reading → Canada Abandoned puppies on the mend Twenty hungry, cold and flea-infested puppies found in a Saskatchewan field are now being nursed back to health at Battleford’s Humane Society. Continue reading → Science Everything you need to know about Wednesday’s lunar eclipse On Oct. 8, Canada will be treated to its second lunar eclipse of the year. Find out what you can expect. Continue reading → Canada Can homegrown food win the climate change war? Wondering what’s the single most effective way to combat climate change? Plant a garden. Continue reading → Canada 16×9: An investigation into illegal lumber Timber thieves are stealing wood from the Russian Far East, processing it in China and then shipping it to North America, a 16×9 investigation has found. Continue reading → Highlights Hounds of Parliament: As commuting cyclist and budget watchdog, Frechette must make his presence known Frechette draws a line distinguishing his personality as a cyclist and as the parliamentary budget officer. But surely there’s a parallel between the assertive man he is on a bike and in the role of PBO? Continue reading → Email alerts Sign up for FREE daily Globalnews.ca newsletters and breaking news alerts Email Address National Daily News National Breaking News By clicking on the submit button, I have read, understood and agreed to our privacy policy Twitter Follow globalnews 20 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews USA Swimming suspends #MichaelPhelps for 6 months glbn.ca/ClLU9 pic.twitter.com/nqC3dQ3NhL 20 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews Hillary Clinton: military action against ISIS “critical” and “essential” globalnews.ca/news/1600343/w… #cdnpoli 32 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews Boy left in car during church choir practice dies glbn.ca/ClKBB Jump to a Region BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Connect Facebook Twitter Google+ RSS Contact Us Global News About Us Privacy Policy Principles & Practices Terms & Conditions Copyright Shaw Media Advertise Open Data © Shaw Media Inc., 2014. All rights reserved. Follow Follow “Global News” Get every new post delivered to your Inbox. Join 3,820 other followers Powered by WordPress.com Shaw Connect Expand News Entertainment Entertainment Home Celebs Movies TV Music Living Lifestyle Food Home & Living Sports Money Tech Travel Breaktime Autos Watch TV Online All Sites Global Global News Food Network HGTV History Television Showcase Slice DTOUR ET Canada National Geographic Movietime Lifetime H2 DIY Action NG Wild Mystery IFC BBC Deja Vu Twist)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2014/09/tentative-agreement-yes-or-no.html?showComment=1410980112509,Staffroom Confidential: Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, September 16, 2014 Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Despite what I know was a herculean effort on the part of our bargaining team, I very much hope that BC teachers will vote no to the tentative agreement. After five weeks of strike, and twelve years of legal battles, this is not the deal that will restore sanity to public education and it is not a fair deal for teachers and students. Just as teachers in Saskatchewan rejected a deal to ensure a better outcome, I hope BC teachers will consider a no vote to let our team know we have to go back to the bargaining table. Class size, composition The agreement provided a modified LIF fund starting at $75 million per year and increasing to $85 by the last year. It is for teachers only, which will mean a slight improvement in Districts where sizeable portions were spent on Education Assistants or senior District staff rather than teachers. However, in an average size District like Victoria (20,000 students, 1,000 teachers), this will translate into about 5-10 more teachers. That is one for every five schools. To put it in comparison, Justice Griffin's judgement estimated the lost funding due to lost class size language at about $330 million in current dollars. (Read more here about the proposed Education Fund.) I heard so many teachers speak up about the need to ensure that we do not return to over-crowded classes when the strike ends. This agreement does very little to alleviate what is the most pressing issue. Throwing away the court victory The agreement provides a "reopener" in the event we win on appeal our class size language. What this means is that the language returns, but is not implemented until new language is negotiated. Without the actual implementation of the returned language, there will be very little incentive for the government to bargain it back. We would essentially be back in the very same position we are in today, with government trying to bargain it out and us trying to bargain it back in. In my opinion, even if we were legislated back to work we would be in a superior position. If we won the appeal the government would then be forced to implement the language. We are thus throwing away our historic court victory and the bargaining pressure it potentially creates. The reopener is really only mildly less offensive than E80. In both cases, we have to bargain back what was illegally taken from our contract and the government will probably never have to restore it. In fact, the "reopener" creates the perfect opportunity for government to lock us out to try and force us to agree to something far inferior. Throwing away the remedy for the last twelve years The agreement provides $105 million to compensate for grievances over-sized classes for the last twelve years. Using Justice Griffin's estimates, our loss is roughly $300 million times 12 = over $3 billion. I cannot fathom how $105 million is a fair compromise. The BCTF's original proposal to put this money back into the system was a more fair and productive approach. This agreement means we can no longer go to the courts for a fair remedy. Wages The agreement is very close to government's original offer. While I would be willing to accept this if the class size language was returned, teachers should not be taking such a significant monetary loss without the commensurate gain in working conditions. We have lost roughly 12% of our annual salary. We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut. Minimal improvements There are very minimal improvements in preparation time for elementary teachers (10 minutes per week), and TTOC daily rate. The TTOC daily rate change may depend on your grid placement. It could actually be a wage loss for long term TTOCs who are above category 5 and step 7. There is also $11 million in health and dental benefits. At 40,000 members, this is $275 each. Hardly worth consideration in the context of the rest of the agreement. What next? There are a variety of options if we vote no. We can continue the strike. We can choose to return to work and continue bargaining. We do not, and should not, accept an agreement that doesn't meet our needs and doesn't meet the needs of students and public education. When Saskatchewan teachers rejected the first deal which had 5.5% wage increases over four years, the second deal had 7.3% increases over four years. They have said this still isn't good enough. For us, our main issue is classroom conditions. We need to say this isn't good enough. The way to do that is to vote no. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 7:48 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 124 comments: Troy MooreSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:17 PM The EC recommendation states the open clause will be argued from restored language. However, selling our grievances for nothing as the 105 million is strike savings, is plenty of reason to vote no. Further, no composition caps, but a fund controlled by Superintendents is enough reason to vote no. Thursday I will vote no.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:06 PM Re-opener also says "education fund" in place until new language bargained, so old language can disappear forever.Delete Reply Mme RousseauSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:33 PM Government starved us to death hoping we'd vote yes to whatever deal they'd offer. Planned it from the start.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:07 PM We can sill choose (collectively) to return to work if we reject this deal. Many options.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:09 PM Great analysis, Tara! I think that returning to work would be a bad idea. This will frustrate parents more if they need to find new ways to deal with taking care fo kids. USe the money given to you by the other unions. I am a teacher who had to quit for stress over the terrible condition of work (split FI grade 4/5, several low LD kids with little support, one severe with no support, 2 gifted (no support), and a principal who expected me to teach 2 separate social studies AND science programs)Delete Reply Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:56 PM Good points by all but the gov't succeeded in starving my family out and completly breaking us. I will be voting YES and live to fight another dayReplyDelete Replies schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:21 PM 'Fight another day'? In the last twelve years that we have been pushing back against this government, never has the tide tide been so much with teachers, class size/composition, and public education - and never has the government been pushed back onto the ropes (especially with the call for binding arbitration). What 'other day' is being proposed that we wait for? Now is the time. Vote 'no' and give the BCTF bargaining team a renewed mandate to get a decent deal for students and teachers.Delete Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:10 PM "Another day" means to wake up and realize that 2more weeks means my family of 5 could lose our home. It means I will do all I can to recall Cc, Factbender, and other mla's, and maybe even having "a guy I know" have a chat with them. In year 1 of their reign, I don't believe they even know what "the ropes" are. I will vote YES ...for my family, and I can live with thatDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:12 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply Karen FergusonSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:03 PM Just a question: When the Saskatchewan teachers voted no, had they already been on strike for 5 weeks?ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM No. They are working with no contract. They are not on strike.Delete Shannon DavisSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:23 AM I am a Saskatchewan teacher. We are not on strike; we are currently in the conciliation process after voting "no" to 2 previous offersDelete Reply "Mama Rose"September 16, 2014 at 9:27 PM Can we truly return to work without agreeing and continue bargaining? When I suggested returning to work a few weeks ago, the answer was "being on strike puts pressure on the gov't and without pressure they have no reason to settle." And can you explain more how legislating us back would be better than agreeing to this deal? And finally, why would the BCTF executive put forward a deal that was not a good one?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:30 PM Because they need confirmation of the resolve of the membership to get something better. That is what a no vote does.Delete Reply Troylana MSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:28 PM some great points to ponder, tara......thinking thinking....ReplyDelete schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:43 PM If we vote 'no' to the tentative deal we still have options: We'd not have a contract. But we could... a) strike with full picket lines b) partially strike with phase 1 (work-to-rule) in schools c) partially strike with periodic/rotating job action d) continue negotiating e) return to work and re-escalate strike f) some/all of the above ReplyDelete Replies Caroline MackenzieSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:21 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:14 PM a) will expedite matters (I say less that 3 days)Delete Reply danabjornsonSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:05 PM I am thinking that a legislated, crappier contract would only be in effect for 2 years max (before elections...). If we take this offer, then we will be agreeing to this pseudo-E80. Should we win the court case (which we likely will), we will have to settle on the terms of the THIS negotiated contract which doesn't actually restore learning conditions; it simply allows for those conditions to be negotiated. If we say n, then we default to the 2002 contract, which DOES restore the language. A "yes" vote is saying that we are good on "crumbs"; a "no" vote is saying we want an actual meal. That's my understanding, anyway. Please correct me where I am wrong, Tara. :)ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:44 PM And word is IF they legislate, they could opt to legislate back Grade 10-12 only causing the union to have to lay off all teachers and re-hire based on seniority. That will tear the union at the seams pitting teacher against teacher for those positions. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:17 PM There will be a general strike if that were to happen! They better not do this. They will regret it.Delete Reply imaginefunlearningSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:09 PM Some good points on the background of our fight over the past 12 years, which I have been actively engaged in; however we need to recognize the climate we are in. We are not in Sask. people! We have just come through a very long summer!! We need to thank our @bctf bargaining team & recognize the toll this has taken on all of us & our families. I don't have the luxury of more time on the strike line. This may be as good as it gets. Let's read the agreement and consider getting back to work and making some $ again! That's my 2 cents worth, which would come in really handy right now!!!ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:18 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply RobSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:11 PM Go back in work to rule mode. Work this winter to recall every Liberal MLA. ThAt is the only way to apply pressure to these criminals. ReplyDelete Replies Kate RestonSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:03 PM Recall! Not sure who won the battle but the war is still onDelete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:14 AM Well said Kate... I agree 100%Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:20 PM I think say NO and a better deal will be done in less than 3 days. These guys are not criminals, they are lower than that. I bet they get a sick pleasure in hurting the kids and the teachers.Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:31 PM An official recall is in the works: https://www.facebook.com/groups/316129595235450/?fref=ts Please consider joining.Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:26 AM Leah - do you honestly think anyone who voted BC Liberal did so thinking that they would act any differently on the education file?Delete Reply JJSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:16 PM I am glad to see other members who share my views. I am outraged at a 1.2 percent "raise" in salary per year that doesn't even meet inflation of currently 2%. I feel used and abused.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:23 PM Not to mention all of the other pittance! I am actually surprised that Iker asked teachers to vote on this! Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:18 PM Hi Tara Thanks for the summary! Will we be able to vote NO to the deal, but vote YES to returning to work? Will there be three options when we vote Thursday? Why did the BCTF agree to a substandard deal for us? If we vote no to a deal that was recommended to us, the teachers look like the bad guys and public approval will plummet. I am very disappointed and frustratedReplyDelete Replies KataSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:12 AM Public approval will not necessarily plummet. I have seen strikes where the membership has voted against the executive's "best results to date", and ended up with a better offer. This offer is an insult. The $300 million will not bring funding to the national average (I believe). More importantly, the wage offer is half of the average wage increase for public and private workers (StatsCan). Delete Reply MontySeptember 16, 2014 at 10:19 PM Thank you, Tara. My thoughts too, more clearly expressed. As well, Thursday is too soon to vote, too soon to vote, too soon to vote........ReplyDelete Richard ChalkeSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:21 PM Vote no and lose every shred of public support...just sayin!ReplyDelete Replies UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:31 AM I am a member of the public and would support a "no" vote. js!.Delete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:01 AM Richard Chalke, NO you won't! I am a mother with 3 adopted special needs children who need to be in a class that is designed for them and others like them (my kids are academically slightly delayed but their issues are more social and behavioural) where they can receive the education they deserve taught in a way they can comprehend. I will speak now for all the parents I know, and we will support the teacher's if they continue to fight for our children's best interest.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:28 PM It might not be pretty at first, but once we explain things (and I hope the Mandarin-speaking teachers flood the Richmond organization that voiced their concerns), they will back us. The 3 billions that the judge came to is the first I hear about. This should be stated to every newsmedia comment section in the province. Minimize pickets and flood those outlets with commenters, just like the Liberals do. Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:45 PM I am a member of the public and a single Mother of a child in the public school system. You will NOT lose one bit of my support if you vote no. I know that you are sacrificing so that my child can have a better education, and I am most grateful for it. Having said that, I also know that you are exhausted and broke. I have been dreading that you may have to settle for less than what you (we) deserve because the government succeeded in breaking you. I am not in your shoes, so cannot judge. If the vote is a yes, I understand and I am still behind you. Delete Reply Alison RocheSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:25 PM It is a crap deal. It's always a crap deal. Once you raise the stakes to striking, anything else is a cave in. The last time we walked out was the 3 day illegal strike where I threw away 1200$ and got EXACTLY the same contract I had the year before. The BCTF called it a win because they didn't rip up MORE of my contract. Ridiculous. There are a few of us that believe that working to contract, doing 100% of your teaching job and nothing more (like paying for supplies out of your own pocket or EC) is the only way teachers will survive this government. What if they get re-elected again? Then what? Teachers have lost thousands to these clowns to make "statements" about the state of public education in this province. We can't keep sacrificing ourselves and our families. And in the meantime, you talk to parents about why you have to take this crappy road. Because up until this strike they mostly didn't care about the state of education, but god forbid you didn't run a Sports Day. Then suddenly they wanted to know what the hell was going on. Keep the conversation going in schools. Attend your PAC meetings and stop enabling this govt to underfund and overwork the system. And still get paid!ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:20 AM I am very excited at the prospect of returning to my beloved job on Friday. However I will NOT continue to put my personal money into my classroom and I will be seriously reconsidering my involvement in extra curriculars. I think we shoot ourselves in the foot with all the unpaid work we so willingly volunteer to do. Delete Reply FCSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:38 PM I heard a rumour last week from a loose lipped government insider that after the 22nd, depending on the outcome of the negotiations the Liberals were going to announce a 3 step process. I was not clear if this was based on 3 steps to resolve the strike (perhaps the 3rd step is legislation??) or 3 steps to overhaul the education system, either way, they will settle it outright. I wish you all luck and all the information that you need to make a sound decision of what you feel is best.ReplyDelete Replies Lisa BurrowsSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:53 PM I have heard similar rumours. On the 23rd, the gov. was planning on introducing a $6000 per year voucher system for 3 choices: an academic or trades program, or something called EducationCanada. Not clear whether their intention was to privatize the public system, de-certify teachers and hire them back under new wage/benefits. Not clear where these rumours originated from. Maybe fear tactics to get teachers to vote yes. In any event, I plan on voting yes. I signed up to be a teacher, not a martyr. This strike has cost us a lot. We need to regain our livelihood and hopefully continue the conversation about class composition. We have at least awakened many people to the issue, and the court case is still an avenue that could eventually improve teaching and learning conditions.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:33 PM I urge all teachers to fight and say NO to this deal. Retired teacher who had to retire because horrendous work conditions. Make me proud. They will not last long if you say NO! I know this is tough, but there is money and I hear that Van City does offer loan at low to 0 %. Banks do allow you to miss a mortgage payment. Go talki to your banker.Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM Will school districts require teachers to make up missed days, as suggested in the media? Will the school calendar be changing to make up for the missed three weeks and if so will we be made aware of those changes PRIOR to the vote? ReplyDelete KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:41 PM "Wages..... We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut." And that is the cost of going on strike!!! There is nothing that can be done about that. You cannot go on strike and put up the raise you want every week to compensate for your time on strike - it doesn't work that way.ReplyDelete Replies Drew StevensonSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:59 AM I believe the missing "..." Suggests that they meant to refer to the losses against inflation since the last wage step increase. Thus this contract does not allow us to recover the buying power lost to inflation since the last non contract or "0%" year. Add those up and compare against the proposed increase and you see that by the end of the contract, we won't be able to afford the same value of goods (loaves of bread, watts of energy, litres of gas) that we could at the end of the last contracts term. It was not a comment about wages that were lost in the strike. Those are really small potatoes when compared to the grinding power of inflation over years and years. The next contract will use this latest for a bench mark so these losses to inflation will grind at all teachers for as long as they teach. A death of a thousand cuts to our ability to afford basic goods and services. Any raise less than inflation is a cut to the value placed on us and on our ability to pay our bills. Delete Reply Ed SSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:09 PM Having lost $20,000 (including summer school wages) as the single income for a family of five is far too much; I will be voting YES to the deal, unless the independently wealthy teachers out there who wish to continue the strike will pay my bills and mortgage for me.ReplyDelete Replies Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:14 PM I feel ya. Yes for meDelete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:18 AM Ed S. With all due respect (and I mean that), how did you lose $20,000 in the strike? Teachers were out 2 weeks (all out) before they were supposed to be in June, and now 3 weeks for the start of school? It is my understanding that teachers don't get paid through the summer months. Please correct me if I'm wrong, wherever I'm wrong. Shouldn't you have been financially alright for the summer months at least? Also all teachers knew this strike had a possibility of extending into the new school year but no one teacher budgeted for this possibility? I'm truly just trying to get a clear picture of where this all stems. NO disrespect intended.Delete BlairSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:12 AM Kelly, not Ed but if you look at the numbers there was the 10% lockout haircut in May/June plus the loss of most of June and the loss of much of September. In our 1 teacher (1 non) household we calculated a $9 K - $10 K loss so far. If you add summer school earnings you can easily make the loss in the $20 k zone. As for budgeting, we budget for the summer, but did not expect the 10% haircut, nor the loss of June/Sept days which completely messed our budgeting calculations. A very good friend (single teaching mother) was crushed by the loss of the June income and is without a penny today.Delete Mr. SmoothSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:35 PM The only one who didn't get a haircut was Jim Iker... and he needs one more than anyone else. What's with that over-coiffed 70"s mullet Jim? Does wonders for the BCTF brand image!Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:55 PM Jim's hair is not open for discussion in a respectful space like this. As for his salary, he is a teacher who does not get paid when we are on strike.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:04 PM Totally agree!Delete Reply Mr. GSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:24 PM If I thought they could do any better I would agree with voting NO, but you have to be realistic. The BCTF does not use professionals to bargain and always ends up with much less than they promise the membership when asking for a strike vote. While this is not a great deal for teachers, I really think you're fooling yourself if you think it'll get any better.ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:02 AM BCTF needs to be replaced with younger more adept representatives and advocates. Also, we should be hiring professional contract negotiators - you don't go into battle with cut throat corporate types with a wooden knife. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:37 PM This is BAD deal! Say NO to it and show those (expletives) that we will not take it anymore! Come on! Show them that teachers have a spine! They will respect us, oddly!Delete Reply retaSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:51 PM I agree with Richard. Those in the public that are uniformed would be furious, and there are many teachers who just can't afford to use their wages as their voice any longer - too much has already been donated to the government. In my opinion, the deal is pretty lame. I am sitting on the fence.ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:24 AM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:26 AM So true!!! I cannot afford to fight this battle for public education any longer. Why is this my personal and professional obligation??? However I think this deal is weak weak weak. I also think its the best we are going to get. Ideologically I'm on the fence but my wallet will vote YES.Delete Reply SirThinksToo MuchSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:54 PM My wife and I will be voting "Yes" on Thursday for it is the middle path. The easy path would have been for us to go back to school with E-80 & E-81 over our heads. The difficult path would be for us to vote "No" and put our mortgage at risk and having to continue asking retired parents for handouts to feed a family with three kids. The middle path is the wisest choice for us considering the current political climate in which those who do not teach are the quickest to judge it harshly.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:41 PM I understand that this is really tough for you! I almost died teaching a few month ago. I had to quit. Please consider holding on and say no. Remember the short loss in salary will be offset in the LONG-RUn by better salary increase. This is a joke! They will be laughing at you even more if we accept this. This is a very bad deal! However, I do respect your position!Delete Reply DaleSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:16 AM Why would classroom conditions be better on October 9th after being legislated back? We have been outplayed because of our stubborn refusal to outdated, tired old tactics. It is because of these actions that have led us to this terrible deal. Time to reset, regroup and stock up for the long haul. Can't do it if half the members commit hara kiri on themselves. We are a union of professionals not a cult. ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:49 AM Could not agree more.Delete schreck!September 17, 2014 at 9:44 AM Could you please advise which tactics you believe could have been used to secure a superior deal?Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:47 AM Full disclosure: I'm a BC Liberal supporter. The only people who would benefit from a NO vote are the BC Liberals. Teachers would be bargaining with no leverage whatsoever and would be viewed by a large segment of the population as unreasonable. The BC Liberals then get portray themselves as the only party capable of dealing with the BCTF. schreck! says that the BCTF has the government on the ropes, but he couldn't be farther from the truth. The government wants people to view the BCTF as their primary opponent. Disputes like this just shore up the BC Liberal base and protect its right flank. Any half-baked recall campaign will only reinforce that. It's true teachers aren't going to recoup the lost wages from the strike. I would suggest to you that that means this job action was probably not in teachers' interests, especially without any sort of appreciable strike fund. This is the best deal teachers were ever going to get with this government and people should have been able to recognize that in June. If you want my advice (which you probably don't), it would be to spend the next 5 years building up a strike fund, electing better leaders, and hiring a professional negotiating team. Don't bring a knife to a gunfight and expect things to go well. Focus on getting the best deal you can from whoever the government is rather than trying to change the government, the HST, Kinder Morgan or a thousand different issues that distract from education and erode the union's finances further. You'd be doing yourself a favour, and probably doing the NDP a favour at the same time. Also, if schreck! is David Schreck, you can thank his opposition to STV for the last two BC Liberal majorities. I know I do.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:11 PM One step would be to stop making political contributions to the NDP. This only contributes to the childish animosity and lack of trust that has constantly characterized negotiations. How else can the Socreds/Liberals view teachers except as enemies when they so publicly support their opponents. This stupid confrontational immature approach has to STOP!!!!! Education should not be a political fight when it is so obviously a valuable benefit to our society. It was an NDP government that legislated teachers back to work in 1993. Stop making education a political fight.Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:10 PM I don't think they have to go that far. CUPE and the Nurses still contribute to the NDP yet they don't have the same acrimonious relationship. CUPE and the Nurses just make their members their priority, and broader advocacy second.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:55 PM Ryan (possibly a Liberal paid commenter), with all due respect, I disagree with you. The cumulative increase in lieu of this will be better. Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can. I say to Iker, ask for 6% over 3 years because these people love to play the 15% over 15 year game to make it so big on the surface. Some people think that this is 15% every year. Believe me! I have seen it in comment sections. Others believe that the 15% is too high not understanding that they must divide things over the duration of the contract. It is time that we play it smarter. It is time to put the foot down and ask for money given to us by other unions, if it is needed. Banks can accept one late mortgage payment. It would be suicidal for them to not help. Imagine the possible damage if that ever leaks out. They could lose a lot in teacher money. I for one would pull my money out of a bank in support! Teachers are going to show this government that we have a spine! Enough is enough! Aren't you tired of being treated like kids? (Retired teacher who almost died in a car accident because of work conditions that were horrendous. I had to quit.)Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 AM Not paid by the BC Liberals. I pay them actually... :/ I imagine astroturfers of any affiliation wouldn't disclose their bias. "Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can." How did that work in May 2013? If the teachers reject a contract that their own union endorsed, it will make teachers seem unreasonable. Whether that perception is true or fair is irrelevant. It's what will happen, and teachers will be weaker as a result. Take my advice. Build up a strike fund and focus on the internal governance of the BCTF for the next 6 years. You'll be better off for it. Or not. I don't mind you or others making it easier for the party I support to get elected. I'd just rather not see kids and teachers hurt in the process.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:37 AM Ah! The "don't-hurt-kids" card, hey, when you have underfunded education for 12 years! WOW! That takes the cake! Are your trolling? Oh! You are serious? :) Would you be surprised if I don't follow your advice, considering your lack of logic? Would you be surprised if others don't follow your advice? It is ttue that bullies like you and your ilks love to show who is the boss, who is the teacher now! I suspect that is at the root of the problem! No one wants to fail in school! No one wants to get the strap! Sad that today's teachers don't like it too! But, who cares, we are ... teachers! We deserve it! BAH! BAH! BAH!Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:22 PM That's fine. I look forward to another 16 years of BC Liberal government.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:41 PM 16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate! Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan! Sociopaths do that!Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 9:35 AM "16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate!" 16 years of our opponents still don't understand why they lost. Like I said, that's fine with me. If I said the Liberals would be in power for at least another 13 years back in 2004 you probably would have laughed too. Heck, if I told you on May 13 last year that the BC Liberals would be reelected on May 14 you'd probably have laughed too. And you were wrong. Why is that? Answer that question if you want the NDP to win the next election. Without a correct answer to it, the NDP's cause is hopeless. "Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan!" You feel they are flawed, and that's fine. I don't go around calling people who disagree with me sociopaths, nor do I accuse them of being paid shills. But I also don't feel much need to address your ad hominems. There are logical arguments to support your position, but argumentum ad hominem is not one of them. It's a textbook logical fallacy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 1:15 PM Ah! Now I get it! It is all ego-based! You think because you voted the winning party that you are a winner and we are losers! You think because you predicted that the Liberals would win, you are winner. That does not make YOU a winner or the Liberals! It is called DEMOGRAPHICS, you expletives. The baby boomers are getting old and because they have more assets and won't make a whole lot more for too long, they need to vote a govn't who is going to do just that! It is not rocket science! WOW! You think you are so superior when your party stole an election with 47% of the popular vote. That's not a majority and your party should not have been elected. BTW, did you delete from your ethical memory the words Ethnic voting scandal? The field is slanted and you know it. However, you are so willing to minimize, forget the scams and bad fairplay tactics like a sociopath is allowed to minimize or ignore his or victims emotions that you don't see that you are the loser, we are the victim of your constant bullying. 1% wage increases after years of 0% increases and you can justify that when Yahoo reports that the average Canadian can hope to get 2.5% this and next year: https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html You Liberals behave like fascists, but we can't call you that because that's not allowed! Well! Guess what? It is and you are. Live with it! You keep on dreaming you are a genius! :) I am retired, getting soon a nice pension, and laughing at you from a beach somewhere! AHAHA! Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 2:14 PM What's with the name calling Peter? For someone claiming to be retired you really don't show the wisdom of age. For someone who talks about logic, you use logical fallacies like ad hominems a lot too. It's a fair point that the BC Liberals didn't get a majority of the vote (and I'm a very big supporter of electoral reform). The BC Liberals + Conservatives did though, and I don't think it's realistic to expect the BC Conservatives to have been more generous had they been part of government. Last time I checked I just voted. I didn't "victimize" anyone. Perhaps your rage is misplaced. If you think the election was "stolen" I'm afraid I have to question your grasp on reality though. "Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?" I'm glad you'll have a pleasant retirement Peter. I have no ill will towards you. I'm not sure why you think I do. I'm not saying people were *right* to vote BC Liberal. That's a matter of opinion. All I'm saying is people *did* vote BC Liberal. More voted BC Liberal than BC NDP for the last 5 elections in a row actually. You need to understand why that happened in order to change it for the next election. Clearly you're not interested in that though. Which is fair enough. Just remember next time you're upset about something the BC Liberals do that your lack of interest is part of why the BC Liberals get elected at all.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 3:23 PM I love your culture --or the lack of thereof! Guess what, stop thinking averybody is white and must follow your little rules. Namecalling? Sociopath? Whaaaat? And, what if you are? Still can't call you that? :) You fascist right-wingers are big on censorship! I just don't like you giving us lessons on how to get the NDP in. As stated, people are voting right of the NDP because it is a matter of demographics and a little ethnic vote buying on the side. The rest is mumbo jombo. Yes, of course, they will have to go on strike in the future and yes they will have to build a strike fund. The Liberals stole that from the BCTF too! And, you wonder why I don't have any respect for them? Yes, electoral reform is needed! We agree!Delete Reply JJ GeorgeSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:46 AM As a parent, I support the teachers and respect whether they choose to vote yes or no. However I noticed a discrepancy here from other information I've read regarding prep time for elementary teachers. Here it states minimal improvement to prep time - only 10 minutes per week being added. Elsewhere I read that it is 100 minutes per week for prep, increasing by an additional 10 minutes in the final year. That is a significant difference, and worth noting. Or have I completely misunderstood?ReplyDelete Replies Anne-MarieSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:59 AM Elementary teachers currently have 90 minutes of preparation time per week so an increase to 100 minutes per week is only gaining 10 minutes. In other provinces and some private schools they have as much as 45 minutes of prep time per day.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:56 PM Thank you for inquiring!Delete DW ZSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:57 PM You're right JJ George. There is a significant difference around the province regarding preparation times. In my district elementary teachers currently get 100 minutes of prep time. This new proposal is useless to me. I'll have to wait 6 years to gain an extra 10 minutes. Delete Reply UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:11 AM Almost nobody gets cost of living adjustments. Also inflation is NOT 2%. Do some research and look at the CPI for BC over the last 24 months. The average over the last 2 years is 0.7%, not 2%. The CPI changes every month so you cant just look at the highest month and declare that THE inflation rate. Check out the 12 month averages document for the actual numbers. http://www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/StatisticsBySubject/Economy/ConsumerPriceIndex.aspx All that being said I support the teachers. if you think this is a bad deal as a parent my dream would be for the teachers to vote no but continue bargaining because I do think the kids need to be in school and I do fear that the teachers will lose all support if the strike continues. All I ask as a parent is that you do your own research and try not to be swayed by all the opinions. ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:01 AM Inflation for August was 2.1% (http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/economy/cpi-report-expected-to-reveal-rise-in-canadas-core-inflation-rate/article20593943/). The CPI is a year-over-year calculation.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:43 AM Inflation should be looked at as a yearly average, not an individual month.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:34 PM The lawyers do not believe we have compromised our court deal. Our leadership would not have sold us out. We dodged a bullet. The Premier had something loaded even if we are not sure what it was. The idea that we could simply return to work is not guaranteed. I think a no vote could easily lead to the Liberals locking us out again because the Premier wants to crush us and she will use any excuse. She did not want to take the advice of her people and do this deal. I am certain a plan for drastic action (where we have to take the concessions they had planned) or worse - was in place. We can't guarantee the press will do any better job explaining the complexities should we say no. They rarely sided with us in markets outside of Vancouver where people are more political and they often misled or allowed others to mislead. They are not helping and would sensationalize. This would see dissolution of support very quickly - especially if we asked for wages. (Though admittedly it angers me that we can't ask for wages without being accused of being greedy when that is what most bargaining units do). But we have argued this is about kids and while this is not ideal - it is better to have teachers than not. The deal does suck in that it does not bring us to par - but this fight needs to be won with a strategy that is political and capacity will do that in another round. We have some support - but it is limited to the choir. We need to have the pews too. We need to build that capacity while working and continue to find allies because the fight is bigger than most people want to consider. This is about ideology and about privatization. Education always was political but never more so than now and we have to fight this party or the conservatives who would do the same or worse. No teacher who is responsible can ignore the politics any longer. That is simply the truth. If you work in the system you better get informed and you better be prepared to fight until retirement for the system. That said, I want to ask the same question others are asking: Why is this the job of 42,000 teachers and not the job of all citizens who want equality to fight for this right? It is time (while the conversation is still on-going and up to and including election night) for us to guide the public where we can but mainly play our part by not propping the system up. Make poverty known. Make noise about shortfalls, ask questions (in the media or in board offices ) about who is going to fix it instead of paying ourselves, volunteer some but wait for the pubic to step up so they see what schools lack. I hate the deal too. But I trust Vince Ready and Iker and I don't think we could have done better right now. I think we dodged a bullet because I have read everything this government has put out and followed the trail. They plan to privatize and they are just looking for the route. Voting YES for now does not mean we are giving up. It does not mean a win in the way we wanted but we have won a battle that will lead to us winning the war. If we don't rest up and stock up we might not get there.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:57 PM Well, if it is bigger than just this battle, then we will need ALL the unions to strike if they do indeed use drastic (draconian) measures. I say it is time for ALL of the unions to call a general strike. I guarantee that they will not like that one bit. What will they do then? Call the army? :) People in Europe, at the end of the 19th century stood up in mines. General strikes do occur in Europe and have. If you think you had it tough, think of them who stood tall for US in tougher times and conditions. Make sacrifices. Sell furniture. Tutor on the side. Ask for the BCTF money. Ask your banker to help. As friends and relatives. If we say NO, it won't last long. If they legislate us back, let's call a general province-wide strike of all unions. Delete Reply Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:47 AM Between CC's smug smile as she celebrates slaughtered teachers and Jim Iker's goofy grin - seemingly unaware that he has been a willing puppet, I am thoroughly disgusted. Over the next 5 years, teachers will be in an increasingly bad situation financially, classrooms will continue to be too large and complex with increasing medical, social and environmental issues impacting academic delivery. It could not be less obvious that things will continue to worsen. The Liberals have ensured that BC is rapidly becoming the Canadian Monaco for rich off shore interests and wealthy corporations. Soon the underpaid "workers" will have to be bussed in daily to Vancouver - Asian style. The only recourse is to move to just about any other province and bring in up to $100,000 more over the six years with much less cost of living. So we are bailing, encouraged by friends who have gotten positions in Manitoba and Alberta. My colleagues and I discovered through contacting several school boards across Canada that specialist (special needs and behavioural) and secondary science teachers are in particular demand. I want to work in a professional, respectful environment where the needs of all children are considered a priority and where I feel inspired to do my best. However, I want my vote to reflect the wishes of teachers who will be here over the next 6 (5) years, so very much appreciate your blog and opportunity to read the comments.ReplyDelete Bert SlaterSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:11 AM To vote YES will throw away 12 years of effort, and 2 victories in BC Supreme Court. To vote YES will be to snatch defeat from the jaws of victory. If you vote YES what bargaining power do you think you will have - the government will do nothing, and then what do you think you will do - take job action? PLEASE VOTE NO.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:59 PM Time to show you have a spine!Delete Reply RodSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:06 AM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Cool HandSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 AM Wouldn't a 'No' vote be a vote of no confidence in the BCTF itself?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:02 AM Not at all. It is just a message to the leadership we need to do better. The strength of the union is the members, and we support the leadership by giving them direction through democratic means.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:40 PM I disagree. How else can a recommendation by the EC to vote yes be interpreted? Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:00 PM I am sure people will interpret this both ways, but it is a vote. If it is supposed to be a "Yes", because it might be interpreted one way, then why bother having a vote?Delete Kate TSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:07 AM Yes , it would be. I don't think we could come out much better than this with this government. How will a No obtain that? Christy will be happy, she can declare the BCTF gone and roll out her plan to privatize. Delete Reply David DeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:06 AM A no vote would be a rejection of a the court victories defied by the government and an inadequate deal containing some vague promises that won't meet the needs of teachers or students on class size and other important issues.In Ontario elementary teachers get 200 minutes of prep time per 5 day cycle. I know there is financial hardship, but the union has received close to $2 million in donations from other unions; is there no way of accessing hardship funds? At minimum, vote no and return to work on work to rule with various strike options.ReplyDelete Erica JonesSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:25 AM This article actually makes me so mad. It is NOT better for the kids that they have missed almost all of june and all of september. This is what you signed up for in BC as a teacher. Get on board or GET OUT.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:20 PM Is this really what teachers signed up for? At my high school, each class has about 30 kids, with an average of 17 kids per classroom with an identified learning disability. Our district says that there should be no more than 4 kids per classroom.. How do you expect non-specialist teachers to help each student when over half of them require more resources because of a learning disability? Furthermore, are you generalizing the "better-ness" to all the kids in BC? Because I don't think that it would be better if kids went back considering the learning environment isn't up to par. There are barely any Education Assistants, and support teachers for the multitude of children who need them. While I recognize and appreciate your enthusiasm for education, please realize that the public school system isn't a daycare. Also, please think about your words and the learning environment prior to speaking out. By the way, we're not an autocracy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:08 PM I can understand your frustration! Understand mine! I almost died at 7:30 pm one night returning from teaching a FI split class with several students who did not get enough support or no support at all. The principal expressed to me that he expected me to teach 2 different social studies programs and 2 different science programs. ANYONE I talked to knows that this is impossible to do, especially in French Immersion when kids get no support at home and books are often too hard for students to read. I had to quit my job. I did it for me and did it for the kids. I was like a surgeon who is asked to operate on 5 patients with an old scalpel with 2 inexperienced nurses. Predictably, 4 patients would die and I would be reprimanded! Teachers are put in terrible conditions and kids too. I hope you have the openmind to consider the reality of this honest personal anecdote. I also wish you to understand that this is likely not an isolated incident. What will it take? A kid to commit suicide because he or she is not getitng enough support?Delete Reply hilarySeptember 17, 2014 at 10:29 AM It is incorrect to equate lost funding with what the teachers would have received in grievances. The two are not equivalent. The starting position of the BCTF was $225M, so they never expected $3B to resolve grievances. I'm also interested to know where you get your figures on overcrowded classrooms. A recent Globe and Mail article says that classrooms are, on average, smaller than the caps set in 2002.ReplyDelete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:36 AM The signing bonus should be roughly $2500 each: 105 million divided by 41 thousand.ReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:53 AM It is not that simple. The $105 million is to be allocated by the union. The term "signing bonus" has been crossed off on the signed document. Some of that money may be used to pay union debts. Don't know this but clarification would be useful.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:16 PM Just quoting from the CBC news website, "And finally there are details of $105-million fund to settle grievances stemming from the ongoing court case. The BCTF says that money will be given out as a signing bonus, with specific amount yet to be determined."Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:34 AM I think it would be smart to put at least part of it into your strike fund.Delete Reply WheelsSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:55 AM If the money is used as a signing bonus, it should be based on FTEReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:12 PM Yes I am sure it will be based on FTE. The question is how much of the $105 Million is actually distributed. This is up to the union, and I am told that it is yet to be decided.Delete GuruSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:44 PM And don't forget all the retired teachers who are entitled to a share of it.Delete Reply Geoff OrmeSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:18 PM In another discussion of this someone suggested that under BC Labour Law a no vote means rejection of the proposed deal, and that means the strike continues until either: - the union in question elects to stand down - another tentative deal is presented or - the government imposes a legislated contract. I think the last of these is the most likely, and I believe the legislated contract would be draconian and brutal. What do you think, Tara? Also, I would appreciate your thoughts on Sandy Garossino's comments at https://storify.com/Garossino/should-teachers-accept-the-contractReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:14 PM If this is so, in a few month (likely a couple of years), teachers will win so much more with a Supreme Court judgment! It is possible that the Liberals know that the higher courts are stacked by Liberal judges (that is what happen when judges are chosen, not elected). In any case, a negative settlement (or not a great judgment) will galvinize the public to reform the way the Supreme court judges are being chosen. I doubt that any govn't will want that to happen. A legislated contract will make the LIbs look like sociopaths and dictators.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:47 PM Peter I think you are expecting far too much from the public, many of whom are only paying attention to this matter due to kids being home from school. The public are not remotely this savvy on the political process.Delete Reply IslanderSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:09 PM I am a continuing education teacher. We have it even worse and we are not listened to enough about our poor conditions. Those include no prep time (and we do have to mark and do report cards many times a year sometimes and commonly for 30 students in a class), travelling to different schools with no compensation, and having next to no breaks in between 3 hour classes. I worked for two years with no lunch break and taught 6 hours straight (just 15 min. breaks) to be told, "don't complain since there are others who will do it". We then got 15 min. breaks in between classes. Most of our students are wealthy immigrants, many who try to stay in classes as long as possible since the classes are free. After spending a year in Germany, I realize how better organized it is where the immigrants pay to learn the language on a sliding scale, and have to pay for a student book as well for each class. We do not even have text books, but photocopy so much at tax payers' expense. This is not right. I then teach summer school since we were not on a 12 month continual salary and most of those students are also immigrants (at least 75%). This is also free and it is becoming so common and the new immigrants know this is free babysitting and tutoring. I think one main problem is that we have so many new immigrants in our classes who need ESL like this article states about our inclusion style of education nowadays: http://www.vancouversun.com/life/Shelley+Fralic+trouble+with+schools/10203596/story.html I am honored to be teaching and like my job, but it does get exhausting especially since I need two or three jobs to pay the mortgage that I now no longer have.. back to renting since it all I can afford in this city that has become so expensive. And many don't realize that it is very very difficult to get to full time work as a teacher here. There was a formula that made it take about 10 years to get to f/t (now finally changed). I have been without pay for 3 months, and now had to finally rent a place in anticipation of returning to work, so I have to vote "yes", but please keep the comments coming for what alternatives we have. Maybe we have to just educate the public in a better way than picketing; maybe get out and walk around malls and talk to people and hand out pamphlets on how this liberal government is hurting this. Most Asians (probably just the new who are from such a different system) are already against the teachers since they do not seem to understand what is going on. http://www.vancouversun.com/Business/asia-pacific/Chuck+Chiang+Many+Asian+families+place+blame/10202757/story.htmlReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:17 PM First of all, myn thoughts are with you! I think your ideas about using different strategies is smart. Picketing is not a very good strategy to let people know about things. I think using the membership to flood media comment sections would be more effective. Going to talk to the public might be a good idea along with this, I think. Phone the BCTF and ask for support.Delete Reply Marsha HolleySeptember 17, 2014 at 1:36 PM A teachers wife Vote no you have come to far to back down. It is a -----Y DEAL. ReplyDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:45 PM Ask yourself WHY teachers cannot get 1/2 of the average increase in salary of the private sector? (The Libs will tell you because there are sooooooo many teachers, but I also hear that there are provinces where there is a need for teachers!) TORONTO - A new study says that Canadians, on average, can expect about the same size salary increase next year as in 2014. Human resources consultants Pal Benefits says a survey of 401 organizations, mainly in Ontario, Alberta and British Columbia, projected salary increase for 2015 at an average of 2.79 per cent. That was almost unchanged from the 2.74 per cent average increase projected in last year's survey. Meanwhile, in addition to the average salary increase remaining relatively steady year over year, the survey found that the percentage of employers who plan to freeze salaries appears to have stabilized at eight per cent —in the same percentages as was projected in 2014. Breaking down the numbers further, the survey found the average salary increase anticipated in the engineering, financial services and high technology sectors was three per cent. That compared with an average of 2.5 per cent on the low end for organizations in durable manufacturing. https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.htmlReplyDelete "Mama Rose"September 17, 2014 at 9:12 PM I used to agree with you, Tara, and appreciate you bringing these items to your blog to get us all thinking. But after a very long night and day of research and discussion, I realize I will be voting yes tomorrow. Here is why: I don't care about salary or benefit increases. That is not why I went on strike. I don't care if this tentative deal is not good for teachers. That's not why I went on strike either. For me, the single most important issue is class size and composition. I want to work in a classroom where I have enough time and resources available to me to adequately help all the students I teach. And while it is true that this tentative deal will not change anything in the classrooms right now (or at least most of our classrooms), I realized that we couldn't actually make changes in that area because the issues of cs and c is before the courts. When I made that connection and realized that this round of bargaining was really about a "good enough" agreement regarding wages, then the deal seems, well... good enough. BUT, the best part, is the language the BCTF legal team made around the furture court decision (the re-opener). They have it in writing that if we win the court case (which is likely) and when we have to start bargaining class size and comp again (that is exactly what Justice Susan Griffin said we would have to do) we will be STARTING from the 2002 levels. To make this simple to understand, I explained it to my friends using a number line. With this new language, the BCTF starts the next round of bargaining at say a 50. The government will want us to go to 10 or 15, and we'll compromise and end up maybe 25. But WITHOUT that language, we would have started bargaining at a 10 and only gone down from there. So I do believe it is the best deal possible, it still factors in the biggest issue (from my perspective), we do not lose the important gains of the past, and most importantly, everyone gets to go back to school.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 PM Mam Rose, I appreciate your point of view and your courage. However, let me point out to you and the readers that a decision at the BC supreme court might not turn out the way teachers anticipate. We all know that judges are appointed and who does the appointing? "All justices of the BCSC (including the position of Chief Justice and Associate Chief Justice) are appointed by the federal cabinet, on recommendation of the Minister of Justice. Masters are appointed by the provincial cabinet, on recommendation of the Attorney General in consultation with the Chief Justice." (Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Supreme_Court_of_British_Columbia) Now, I would like to think that all of those people are objective, but they are appointed and we know that there are political appointments. They have a lot of discretion over the laws and judgments. I am willing to bet that the BC Liberals do know this and are betitng the farm (or do they know something we don't know) that the Supreme Courts are stacked against teachers? So, I am not sure if we can count on a WIN if we proceed with the court ruling. I think we would be better to negotiate and negotiate a better deal.Delete Reply retaSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:57 AM Yes...no...yes...no...The last two days have been this. I’ve read so many articles and comments over the past few months and, I can say, I have learned a lot. I know this is not a great deal for teachers right now. I will be voting yes. This is why… 1. The children. Without going into the multiple issues (e.g., grad, post secondary, trades, sports, global education/trips, planned activities, those with varying degrees of special needs, those that need a soft place to land, etc., etc.) the children need to get on with their education. 2. The parents. For many parents, this strike is a financial burden. We do not like to be called baby sitters, but for many living below the poverty line, school is a financial relief. Winter is coming; gas bills will be expensive. 3. Poverty. Remember, BC has the highest child poverty rate in Canada. Schools feed and clothe numerous children. 4. The other systems educators work collaboratively with. MFCD, CYMH, foster parents, group homes, and the multitude of non-profit agencies that support vulnerable children and families are bursting at the seams. We are a part of that team. 5. CUPE. While some have been paid during this strike, that money is coming from districts. It was not provided by the government. And, CUPE is a partner in education - from the bus drivers to the tech dept to custodians to secretaries to EAs and so on. 6. Small Businesses. In our little towns, the school district is the number one employer. There is a direct cause-effect relationship between loss of wage and loss of business. 7. Money. The amount of money that is needed to reverse the erosion of the public education system over numerous years cannot be recouped in one sitting. This agreement is a start. It’s not much but the stage has been set. 8. THE COURT CASE. That is why we were on strike. All the other stuff could have been resolved months ago, but our government was working hard to make the court case go away. Well, it still exists. I consider that the victory. We live to fight another day (as rhetorical as that sounds) AND I hope people actually read the ruling and think critically about how a loss could impact the future of the Charter of Rights, and the power of government to contravene those rights. I am guessing we will vote to ratify as so many fear “what’s next?” from this government. It’s nasty business, and I think legislation would be next. VALUING PUBLIC EDUCATION needs to come from a STRONG, CONSISTENT public voice. If we do ratify the agreement, and those in the profession and public think we've given up, we have not. We’ve been fighting for years. We just haven’t been heard… until now. ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:21 AM I understand your point of view, but sometimes you have to fight to get what you want. This is a VERY bad deal, considering: Other people get on average 2.5% salary increases last year and this year and the next and the rest of us get 1% and must feel happy if we do.? (https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html) THIS DEAL is a horrendously BAD deal for kids/parents as well, of course. We are going to continue to be humiliated and be the laughing stock of many people of this province. After a decade of paycuts, WOW, this is what they are willing to offer! WOW! WOW! WOW!Delete Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:30 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Reply Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:37 PM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:08 PM Let's cross our fingers! I think we need a general strike by all unions if CC legislates teachers back. It is time to put the foot down and tell her and the Liberals that, as in the movie Network,"I am mad as hell and I won't take it anymore!"Delete Reply Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 8:26 PM Needs help on some stats for an online debate Looking for the last 10 or 15 years of contractual salary increases in %. So, 1% for 2001, 0% for 2002,...ReplyDelete Children FirstSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:00 PM Well it's all done now. Really hope the teacher's can find another angle to deal with class size and composition as well as student funding. The government will make sure the coming court case never swings your way no matter what. 2nd most expensive place to live in the the world!!! Wonder why and where the money goes??? ReplyDelete AnonSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 PM I'm an outsider, but have followed closely this whole fiasco and this is a RAW deal. Your union hung you out to dry on this one - taking a really bad deal (clearly no one from the BCTF had rudimentary math skills in their toolbox) and then publicly encouraging to the media that teachers accept the deal....what choice did you have - a no vote would have outraged the public. I could go on and on, but the bottom line, in my opinion, is that your union better get some stronger leaders who are PR and technology savvy. Out with Iker and the rest of those who bargained on your behalf - they just got ......well , we know that happened. Whew, can't even believe how screwed you got, absolutely amazing - nothing meaningful gained in the big picture and only very minor gains for a small group of people, bigger losses for the majority.. Wow - I better stop now. Best of luck. Thanks for all you do for our children. ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ▼  September (9) Reflections on the BC Teacher Strike BC Teacher strike - Lessons learned Response to Sandy Garossino Will the Education Fund improve classroom conditio... Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Class composition: a human rights perspective Class size and composition - a short visual histor... Guest post - I WILL HOLD THE LINE Teachers - let your leadership know it is time to ... ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7804&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 2, October 2004 BCTF Executive decisions The BCTF Executive Committee made the following decisions at its September 24–25, 2004, meeting: BC College of Teachers The Executive Committee is recommending to the October Representative Assembly that the 2003–04 college fees collected in the Democratic College Fund be returned to individual members. The college was run by government appointees last year. Last spring the government changed the rules so that any person who ever held a college certificate was allowed to vote in the recent elections, regardless of whether she or he had ever paid any fees. There is no reason for teachers to pay for the college for the year the government ran it. The executive is seeking input from teachers before making a recommendation regarding the payment of this year’s college fee. Opposed to trafficking in young girls The BCTF is writing to the premier, the minister of education, the minister of children and families, and the attorney-general condemning the trafficking in young girls in Bountiful as wives. The BCTF is calling on the government to stop funding the independent school in Bountiful. B.C. ferries to be built in Europe The BCTF is writing the premier to express opposition to the government decision to build B.C. Super C Class ferries in Europe. B.C. shipyards were excluded from the final bidding. The investment of $500 million of B.C. taxpayer funds and approximately 2,000 jobs will go overseas. www.bcshipyardworkers.com Bargaining structure The BCTF response to the Wright Commission’s options paper is that teachers should have the right to strike and bargain the full scope of issues. Local bargaining is the preferred structure for teacher bargaining so that the teachers and community representatives can negotiate what is necessary for the children in the community.)
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(20141008,thetyee.ca,http://thetyee.ca/News/2014/08/08/Aboriginal-Students-Underfunded/,Are Aboriginal Students Underfunded? Fraser Institute Says No | The Tyee About Advertise Follow Support RSS Topic Aboriginal Affairs BC Election 2013 BC Politics Education Energy Environment Federal Politics Film Food Gender + Sexuality Health Housing Labour + Industry Local Economy Media Municipal Politics Music Photo Essays Podcasts Politics Rights + Justice Science + Tech Transportation Travel Urban Planning + Architecture News Culture Opinion National MediaCheck Solutions Join Craving crack civic election coverage? Help fund it... News Are Aboriginal Students Underfunded? Fraser Institute Says No Assembly of First Nations has its own math. There are, however, two points they agree on. By Katie Hyslop, 8 Aug 2014, TheTyee.ca   Tweet What's myth and what's reality for First Nations education in Canada? The Fraser Institute and Assembly of First Nations square off. Photo by Marvin Beatty. BC First Nations groups disappointed with federal education 'blueprint' Feds say improving First Nations education 'requires more than money' Successful Practices in First Nations Education Read more: Aboriginal Affairs, Education, It's been a year since the federal government released its blueprint for First Nations education, a preview of legislation introduced in October pledging an additional $275 million in annual funding for on-reserve education in Canada. But the proposed First Nations Education Act came with too many federal controls for most First Nations to support, and was shelved last May. Unsurprisingly, education outcomes for First Nations students studying on reserve remain poor. While British Columbia's graduation rate for on-reserve students is almost 60 per cent, it's not quite 40 per cent across the rest of the country. Inadequate funding for on-reserve schools is often cited as a reason, particularly when compared to what students who attend public schools receive from provincial governments. A new report, however, argues the notion that First Nations students receive less funding than their non-indigenous peers isn't the case on a national level. "Myths and Realities of First Nations Education" by the Fraser Institute's Ravina Bains outlines four different "myths" of First Nations education: that students are underfunded compared their non-First Nations peers; that funding increases have been capped at a two per cent annually since 1996; that public school tuition exceeds funding for First Nations' students; and that on-reserve education would be better if the Kelowna Accord's pledge of $1.05 billion for it hadn't been killed by the current federal government. "[The report] highlights issues that are impacting First Nations education, but that have not received adequate attention from policy makers," writes Bains. Jarrett Laughlin, a senior policy analyst with the Assembly of First Nations, takes issue with almost all of the myths. "From our perspective, it's perpetuating more of the 'myths' and not enough of the realities," he said. 'Legislating' teacher quality Bains' report aims to prove that not only is underfunding a "myth," but that more funding wouldn't improve education outcomes for First Nations. She argues the real problem is the lack of statutory regulations on how on-reserve schools operate. "Canadian taxpayers are funding an education system in First Nations communities that has no legislated mandate for a core curriculum meeting provincial standards, no requirement that educators in First Nations schools have provincial certification, and no requirement for First Nations schools to award a recognized provincial diploma," she writes. While it's true there is no legislation requiring First Nations to follow provincial curriculum or ensure teachers are provincially certified, Laughlin said every funding agreement signed between a nation and the federal government requires that on-reserve schools meet these standards. "They are not hiring teachers without a provincial certification; they have to adhere to the provincial curriculum," he said, adding communities would like the power to set their own standards, which is one reason why many aboriginal people disliked the First Nations Education Act. Bains countered that without laws requiring First Nations to meet certain criteria, there isn't necessarily follow-up from government on whether nations are meeting funding requirements, and that hurts students. She cites the 2011 National Panel on First Nations Education report, which found "no consistent practices, regulations or policies in terms of teacher certification, regulation or discipline, so that child safety is paramount, or quality is consistently assured throughout all schools and programs, when a complaint or concern is raised." "We don't by any means say this is the case all across the country," Bains added. She cited Nova Scotia's Mikmaq Education Act as a positive example of a province and nation-specific solution that legislates teacher quality and curriculum expectations. Since it passed in 1998, graduation rates for on-reserve Mikmaq students have increased to 87 per cent. That's higher than B.C.'s 80 per cent graduation rate for non-Aboriginal students. What's the true cost? How much Bains says "Canadian taxpayers" are funding First Nations students at on-reserve schools relies on math the AFN has questioned before. The report argues that the national average for per-pupil First Nations funding is $13,524, compared to $11,646 for non-First Nations students. In 2012, Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Development Canada similarly claimed First Nations students were funded $13,542 on average, compared to the average provincial funding of $10,439 for non-First Nations students. In both cases, Laughlin says the figures cited include money for status students attending public schools; funding for additional education deals like British Columbia's tripartite education agreement, where higher funding was agreed to for B.C. only; and temporary funding offered to individual First Nations who apply for it. Only about 40 per cent of the $1.5 billion Bains cites truly goes to students attending First Nations' schools, he said, for an average of just over $7,000 per student. Bains said she included not only direct education transfers from the federal government to First Nations, but also money nations applied for because "a lot of the grants that are provided to provincial school boards [by provincial governments] are on an application basis," too. Not counting money some nations receive in temporary grants "isn't an accurate reflection of the funding provided to on-reserve students," she said. She said it's important to include funding for students living on reserves but attending public schools in the total calculation, because they exist in jurisdictional limbo. "They don't fall under the provincial jurisdiction, and at the end of the day the provinces are the ones that have the expertise on education," she said. Instead, they fall under federal jurisdiction. But neither level of government is keeping track of what school boards charge bands for sending their kids to public schools. That's a problem, said Bains, because there are at least two documented cases of Ontario school boards overcharging bands for educating their children. Laughlin couldn't comment on boards overcharging First Nations students, but did say because public schools often receive more funding per student from the provincial government, they require more money for First Nations' students than the federal government provides. Since federal money is given to bands in a lump sum instead of paid directly to school boards, bands have to dip into their overall education pool to make up the difference. This means band schools will get less funding per student, or fewer students will receive funding. Kelowna fulfilled? Federal education funding transfers to First Nations have been capped since 1996 at a two per cent per year increase. Bains argues that cap remains in theory, but unofficially government increased First Nations education by close to double that amount between 2006 and 2011. "This data demonstrates that the two per cent cap around education spending growth is a myth," she writes. This is another case of including temporary funding or funding not available to all nations, Laughlin said. "When a government announces a new project, that can sometimes increase the annual amount to over two per cent," he said. "But when we talk about the core dollars going to our communities, it's subject to a two per cent cap and always has been." In 1995, as an effort to decrease the national deficit, then-finance minister Paul Martin introduced the two per cent cap. A decade later, then-prime minster Martin met with aboriginal leaders and provincial ministers in Kelowna, B.C., to discuss Aboriginal education improvements. The Kelowna Accord was the result, which included a federal pledge of $1.05 billion in additional funding rolled out over five years for on-reserve education. But the deal was scrapped when the Conservatives formed government in 2006. "In recent years, claims have been made that if the Kelowna Accord had been enforced in 2006, and the additional $1.05 billion provided to First Nations, we would currently have a better education system on reserve that would have resulted in graduation rates on par with those of other Canadians," writes Bains. Bains argues the accord didn't truly die, pointing to a $1.0987-billion increase in First Nations education funding from the Conservative government. The report graphs the two funding models, and shows that while the Kelowna Accord would have provided a much quicker increase in funding, in the long run the current government has provided more funding as there was no as of 2005 to add more funding post-2010. While the Assembly disagrees with the funding Bains included in the total for how much on-reserve kids are funded for their education, she said that differing point of view is the reason she wanted to write the report. "On top of the annual funding [the federal government] have provided, they have technically fulfilled Kelowna. That I think a lot of people would be surprised by or interested in learning," she said. "But we aren't see the results that was expected with that additional funding." One thing to agree on Laughlin says the AFN is not asking for per pupil funding on-par with what the provinces provide for their students, but instead for education opportunities equal to those in the public system. That would mean "schools with good infrastructure, the same access to technology, curriculum development, [good] quality teachers that we can afford to pay at comparable rates," he said, adding that aboriginal kids should have the opportunity to be taught in their language and culture, just as French-speaking students. In some cases that might require funding as high as the Canadian public school average, but in others -- especially schools on more rural reserves -- it could mean funding is even higher. Schools funded by provincial governments vary in how much core funding they receive, Laughlin added, and more rural schools or Francophone schools often receive higher funding than the provincial per pupil average. "[Using] averages hide things," Laughlin said. There are two points where Bains and the AFN do agree. She said the current system for funding First Nations' education is too complicated and long, an issue the Assembly has also raised in the past. "It can definitely be streamlined," she said. And while there is no consensus on whether First Nations education is adequately funded, her report admits "the one thing everyone agrees on is that the status quo isn't working." Read more: Aboriginal Affairs, Education, Katie Hyslop reports on education and youth issues for The Tyee Solutions Society. Follow her on Twitter @kehyslop.   Tweet What have we missed? What do you think? We want to know. Comment below. Keep in mind: Do: Verify facts, debunk rumours Add context and background Spot typos and logical fallacies Highlight reporting blind spots Ignore trolls Treat all with respect and curiosity Connect with each other Do not: Use sexist, classist, racist or homophobic language Libel or defame Bully or troll Troll patrol. Instead, flag suspect activity. Please enable JavaScript to view the comments powered by Disqus. comments powered by Disqus LNG a chance, not a windfall, says BC throne speech Postmedia could soon own almost every English newspaper in Canada. What could possibly go wrong? VIEW: Voting for your principles is 'strategic voting' Petition opposes BC's 'potential muzzling' of non-profits More troubles for BC's big LNG plans Tirade at Tyee by immigration minister's top aide analyzed tweet by tweet Government slow to respond to FOIs? No need to tell Bob Mackin Converting ferries to LNG will save money, reduce fares: CEO See more » Tyee Video Picks Submitted by Tyee staff, Today Last chance to see 'The Vancouver Asahi' baseball story at VIFF. Where do these videos come from? From you. Suggest one here! Most Popular Can 'Cuisine' Make a Better School Lunch? What I Saw with a German Tour of the Oilsands Don't Give Postmedia More Local Monopolies First Nations 'Front and Centre Now': Pierre Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign How Much Do You Trust Canada's Wireless Giants? Christy Clark's No Pro at LNG Poker BC Filmmaking Duo Passes the Acid Test For Kids, the Meal Is the Message Most Emailed Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign For Kids, the Meal Is the Message Understanding Harper's Evangelical Mission Who'd Be a School Trustee in 2014? Why New Euro-Canada Treaty Is a Gift to Oil Firms BC Filmmaking Duo Passes the Acid Test We Must Heed Naomi Klein's Call China Deal Trumps Province, First Nations on Energy Projects: Treaty Expert Fired Researcher Who Killed Self Was Evaluating Drug Backed by Clark Climate Warriors Must Forge Stronger Alliances, Now Reported Elsewhere Postmedia could soon own almost every English newspaper in Canada (via DeSmog) Petronas CEO warns of 15-year delay to BC LNG project (via G&M) BC government apologizes for firing worker who later killed himself (via the Victoria Times-Colonist) From Tibet to Taiwan, China's outer regions watch Hong Kong protests intently (via the New York Times) It's a shame Jean-Claude Duvalier died a free man, says ex-UN prosecutor (via CBC News) Vancouver's cabbies take aim at Uber (via The Province) Keurig's coffee supremacy challenged by Canadian firm (via Yahoo! News) North and South Korea 'agree to talks' (via BBC News) See more » Your BC: The Tyee's Photo Pool Join The Tyee's Flickr group » View previous selections » Most Commented What I Saw with a German Tour of the Oil Sands (132 comments) Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign (76 comments) 'The Environment Is the Economy': MP Weston (106 comments) Fired Researcher Who Killed Self Was Evaluating Drug Backed by Clark (57 comments) Climate Warriors Must Forge Stronger Alliances, Now (53 comments) ISIS Threat: Let's Refuse to be Scared (79 comments) We Must Heed Naomi Klein's Call (309 comments) Christy Clark's No Pro at LNG Poker (38 comments) Six Steps to Protect Canadians from Flaws in China Trade Deal (128 comments) How Labour Unions Make Us Healthier (31 comments) About The Tyee National Pool Contributors Advertise Contact Funding Jobs Master Classes Privacy Policy Submissions Support The Tyee News Culture Opinion National Mediacheck Solutions Video Publications Tyee News Weekly Archives The Hook Other BC Blogs Reported Elsewhere Steve Burgess Murray Dobbin Michael Geist Crawford Kilian Rafe Mair Andrew Nikiforuk Shannon Rupp Bill Tieleman Dorothy Woodend Follow The Tyee Subscribe by email Subscribe by RSS Tyee Mobile App Managed Hosting by Gossamer Threads × Share article via email Send this article to: Your email address: Your message: Would you like to receive The Tyee's headlines free by email? Yes, every day. Yes, once a week. I already subscribe. No, thanks. Submit Show form again » Close)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20140930,www.youtube.com,https://www.youtube.com/user/www/results_starwars,www  - YouTube Upload Sign in Search www Videos Playlists Channels Discussion About What to Watch Best of YouTube Popular on YouTube Music Sports Gaming Education Movies TV Shows News Spotlight Browse channels Sign in now to see your channels and recommendations! Sign In Watch Queue TV Queue Watch QueueTV Queue Remove all Disconnect Loading... Watch Queue TV Queue __count__/__total__ SubscribeSubscribedUnsubscribe 45,334 Subscription preferences Loading... Loading... Working... www Home Videos Playlists Channels Discussion About All activities No recent activity Popular channels on YouTube RihannaVEVO SubscribeSubscribedUnsubscribe PewDiePie SubscribeSubscribedUnsubscribe KatyPerryVEVO SubscribeSubscribedUnsubscribe HolaSoyGerman. SubscribeSubscribedUnsubscribe OneDirectionVEVO SubscribeSubscribedUnsubscribe JennaMarbles SubscribeSubscribedUnsubscribe Language: English Country: Worldwide Safety: Off Help Loading... Loading... Loading... About Press & Blogs Copyright Creators & Partners Advertising Developers +YouTube Terms Privacy Policy & Safety Send feedback Try something new! Loading... Working... Sign in to add this to Watch Later Add to)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Touring a natural gas drilling rig with @MLA Mike Bernier, and Brian from EnCana http://t.co/AifdJ4H07b" @Teresa_Wat - 06:01pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media last tweet "" @ - 12:00am Follow @ last post "" facebook/ - Jan 1st Like Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2011/10/solidarity-and-99-why-teachers-should.html?showComment0751318972652519,Staffroom Confidential: Solidarity and the 99% - Why teachers should support the Occupy movement Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, October 18, 2011 Solidarity and the 99% - Why teachers should support the Occupy movement If you are a teacher, you should join the "Occupy" movement. Not since the 1999 protests against the World Trade Organization has there been such a large and significant protest movement aimed at the "neo-liberal" economic agenda. Now, a decade later, the reasons to confront the predominant political agenda have never been more pressing and urgent. And in many ways, teachers are in the forefront of this struggle. In the years following World War II, a significant expansion of the public sector took place, including education. Schools multiplied, many teachers were hired, and a great emphasis was placed on a high quality public education system. At that time the focus was broad not narrow - every child should be afforded equal opportunity to succeed. Schools were places not just to learn how to read, but also to become mathematically and scientifically literate, and to explore one's potential in the arts, sports, music and other areas of creative endeavor. Equity was important, and so schools were free and the emphasis was on quality schools in EVERY neighborhood, not simply the best opportunity for "my child". Into the seventies and even eighties, increased funding meant schools and educators were able to expand programs and tune and develop their pedagogy. At the same time, teachers unions secured basic benefits for their members - the right to organize, the right to equal salaries between women and men, decent pensions and benefits packages, and fair working conditions secured with limits on class sizes, case loads and class composition limits. But by the mid-nineties, neo-liberalism came to BC with a vengeance. The first assault was the Federal Liberal program to drastically reduce transfer payments to the provinces. As this money primarily supports health care and education and other public services, these were the areas to be hit. Decreased provincial budgets "trickled down" through the system in a variety of ways: elimination of local bargaining rights, reduced School Board budgets year after year leading to layoffs and cuts, and stagnating wages and benefits. By the time the BC Liberals came to power in 2001, we were already struggling to maintain our high quality system on the backs of our own extra labour. Teachers were working longer hours for less pay. Money disappeared for things like in-service training in new curriculum and staff collaboration time. More and more the expectation became that teachers did all the "extras" on their own time. Not just marking and lesson preparation, but meetings, parent/teacher interviews, administrative paper work, preparing Individual Education Plans, meeting with School Based Team, department meetings, attendance record keeping and the list goes on. And the "extras"  became an ever growing list. With teachers the only large salaried group of employees, every new initiative, data collection scheme or administrative task was downloaded to teachers. Supposedly the system could "improve" just by giving teachers more work to do. The policies and legislative agenda of the BC Liberals took us into overdrive. Within three years they took away our right to strike (Essential Services), stripped our working conditions out of our Collective Agreement (Bills 27/28), attacked our professional control over standards by overhauling the BC College of Teachers, and radically changed the focus of education policy from "we" to "me". No longer was the emphasis on public schooling for society, for equity, for equal opportunity. Instead policies based on "choice" pandered to the notion that schools are primarily for "my child". Fee based Academies created opportunities for some children, but not others. FSA rankings and the opening of catchment areas led to parents "shopping" for the "best school". Rather than a philosophy of a great school for every child, they promote the best school for my child. No matter the children who can't afford the extra programs, the schools that can't fund-raise thousands of dollars, the parents who cannot drive their child to the chosen school. At the same time, wages continued to stagnate, provincial bargaining proved dysfunctional, teachers were legislated back to work multiple times, and wages and benefits continued their slide. Teachers, students and society have all paid a price. Teachers have had significant losses in earnings, benefits, and face increasingly untenable working conditions. In my school District, over a five year period one in ten teachers will take stress related medical leave. Across BC, 3500 teachers lost their jobs, and the prospects for new teachers today are grim. Fewer teachers are working longer hours for less pay, while new graduates struggle with unemployment. Students increasingly do not receive the services to ensure their social and academic success. A student requiring special education services is now lucky to get 15 minutes per week at a typical middle school. Students diagnosed with autism often receive Educational Assistance support only for half of the week - as if somehow their autism disappears for the remainder. Students in oversize classes get less individual attention, less personalized assessment, and learn in more crowded and chaotic environments. Our schools are shamefully leaving many students and their families behind. In BC, both aboriginal and special needs students graduation rates continue to hover at or below the 50% range. Rather than the great equalizer of opportunity, schools more and more are exacerbating the social inequalities that already exist. Students living in foster care, for example, have drastically lower success rates and they fall further behind the longer they are in school. Every aspect of the Occupy movement can be found in a microcosm in the sad history of our public schools over the past two decades. Inequality is rising. Wages are stagnating. Unemployment is increasing. Young people no longer can look forward to a better education, better opportunities, better careers, better benefits and better pensions. Instead, they are drowning under the weight of increased competition for fewer public services, greater debt load simply to get an education, and the prospect of any "decent" job being gone by the time they grow up and finish school. The most fantastic part of the Occupy movement is the focus on solidarity. The slogan "we are the 99%" perfectly summarizes where the division in society is - between the wealthy and powerful one percent and the rest of us. The "middle class" teacher struggling to keep wages in line with inflation and maintain decent pensions and modernize benefits is not the enemy of the unemployed twenty something deep in student loan debt. The very jobs and benefits we are struggling to maintain are the job and benefits that the twenty somethings need to be available to them, so that they too will have the opportunity to raise a family, own a house, and afford the basics of life through to retirement. At the same time, teachers and public education advocates need to see the Occupy movement as part of our movement. Only through a broader struggle where we reject massive inequality, attacks on workers rights, fees and debt to receive public services, will we turn the tide and move back towards a truly public, quality education system. And so the onus is also on us to join hands with those in the squares and parks to fight for a better world. What you can do: Donate to the Occupy movement - online or in person, to support those camping out and occupying Drop by an Occupation to show support Join the rallies to support the Occupy movement Educate others by sharing the literature and information about the Occupy movement Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 12:10 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 1 comment: AnonymousOctober 18, 2011 at 2:17 PM The Neo Liberals want to create inequality; cutting back on Education and eradicating labour unions is a diliberate effort to create a large and desperate pool of labour that can be made to work for peanuts and can be easily manipulated. Equality is bad for capitalism, don't you know????ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ▼  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ▼  October (16) Abbott's plan: some thoughts... Teachers upset with BCPSEA allegations and threats... BCPSEA's hypocritical application to LRB over BC t... Occupy Education Builds Momentum The "transformation agenda" for BC education? - fo... Big brother and the Ministry of Education How to judge a School Board candidate - by their r... Solidarity and the 99% - Why teachers should suppo... Occupying Education Abbott's plan: Drastic changes with no consultatio... Guest post: Tobey Steeves on Bills 27/28 - a perso... BCPSEA - missing the point on local bargaining We are the 99 BC government proposal for class composition is "r... A little interlude... BC School Trustees consider a teacher lockout ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141007,play.google.com,https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.huffingtonpost.android&hl=nl_NL,Huffington Post - Android-apps op Google Play Zoeken Afbeeldingen Maps Play YouTube Nieuws Gmail Drive Meer Agenda Vertalen Google Mobile Boeken Wallet Shopping Blogger Foto's Video's Nog meer » Account Options Inloggen Apps Mijn apps Winkelen Games Keuze van de redactie Films en tv Mijn films en tv Winkelen Films Tv Studio's Netwerken Muziek Mijn muziek Winkelen Boeken Mijn boeken Winkelen Tekstboeken Kiosk Mijn Kiosk Winkelen Apparaten Winkelen Store Mijn Play-activiteit Mijn verlanglijstje Tegoed inwisselen Cadeaubon kopen Google Play-tegoed kopen Categorieën Amusement Bibliotheken en demo Boeken en referentie Comics Communicatie Financiën Fotografie Gezondheid en fitness Interactieve achtergrond Lifestyle Media en video Medisch Muziek en audio Nieuws en tijdschriften Onderwijs Personalisatie Productiviteit Reizen en lokaal Sociaal Sport Tools Vervoer Weer Widgets Winkelen Zakelijk Games Actie Arcade Avontuur Bordspellen Casino Casual games Educatief Familie Kaart Muziek Puzzel Racen Rollenspel Simulatie Sportgames Strategie Trivia Woordspellen Startpagina Populairst Nieuwe releases Mijn bestellingen Instellingen Android-apparaatbeheer Huffington Post HuffingtonPost.com - 1 oktober 2014 Nieuws en tijdschriften 1 Installeren Toevoegen aan verlanglijstje Toevoegen... Toegevoegd aan verlanglijstje Verwijderen Verwijderen... Apparaatcompatibiliteit laden... (20.440) De beschrijving vertalen naar het Nederlands met Google Translate? De beschrijving terugvertalen naar het Engels Vertalen Beschrijving Featuring real-time updates from HuffPost's Pulitzer-prize winning newsroom, the app lets your voice be heard by commenting on articles, and sharing your favorite stories and opinion pieces with friends, family, and coworkers in your social networks. The new "universal" version of the app supports multiple devices -- including phones, and 7-inch and 10-inch tablets, both with grid and list layouts -- and also offers a unique "night mode" feature. You can also download stories for offline reading – no connections needed. And it’s global – our app connects you with the best from our international editions, including the UK, Canada, France, Germany, Spain, Italy, Japan, Brazil, and South Korea. Met real-time updates van de Huffington Post de Pulitzer-prijs winnende newsroom, de app laat door te reageren op artikelen, en het delen van je favoriete verhalen en opiniestukken met vrienden, familie en collega's in uw sociale netwerken je stem horen. De nieuwe "universele" versie van de app ondersteunt meerdere apparaten - waaronder telefoons, en 7-inch en 10-inch tablets, zowel met rooster en lijst layouts - en biedt ook een unieke "nachtmodus"-functie. U kunt ook downloaden verhalen voor offline lezen - geen verbindingen nodig. En het is globaal - onze app verbindt je met het beste uit onze internationale edities, waaronder het Verenigd Koninkrijk, Canada, Frankrijk, Duitsland, Spanje, Italië, Japan, Brazilië en Zuid-Korea. Meer informatie U moet deze app installeren voordat u een recensie kunt indienen. Google Play-recensies maken nu gebruik van Google+, zodat het gemakkelijker is de mening te bekijken van mensen die belangrijk voor u zijn. Nieuwe recensies worden openbaar gekoppeld aan uw Google+ profiel. Uw naam wordt nu bij eerdere recensies weergegeven als 'Een Google-gebruiker'. Aanmelden voor Google+ Google Play-recensies maken nu gebruik van Google+, zodat het gemakkelijker is de mening te bekijken van mensen die belangrijk voor u zijn. Nieuwe recensies worden openbaar gekoppeld aan uw Google+ profiel. Uw naam wordt nu bij eerdere recensies weergegeven als 'Een Google-gebruiker'. Doorgaan Recensie schrijven Recensie indienen Mijn recensie Recensie van Recensies Nuttigheid Nieuwste Beoordeling Nuttigheid Een recensie schrijven 3,8 20.440 in totaal 5 8.981 4 5.246 3 2.167 2 1.278 1 2.734 Jolanda van der Hoek Geen widget! Een nieuws-app zonder widget, dat is als... een winnend lot hebben, maar vergeten om het lot in te leveren. Beetje jammer dus. Een Google-gebruiker Hate it I don't like the new layout. Change it back. marten bosma Old app please Do not like this one. Previous design was better. Myrna Salomons Don't get it Way too slow, takes ages to load a section, then it takes ages to load the news article you want to read. Was one of my favourite apps. It's one of the most frustrating ones now. Not going to use it again Een Google-gebruiker Not working on Nexus 7 Not working Een Google-gebruiker Drains your battery. All pictures, no info Read the Huffpost in your browser. The mobile site is way better than the app. Gebruikersrecensies Jolanda van der Hoek 25 januari 2014 Geen widget! Een nieuws-app zonder widget, dat is als... een winnend lot hebben, maar vergeten om het lot in te leveren. Beetje jammer dus. Volledige recensie Een Google-gebruiker 11 maart 2013 Hate it I don't like the new layout. Change it back. Volledige recensie marten bosma 6 maart 2013 Old app please Do not like this one. Previous design was better. Volledige recensie Myrna Salomons 10 maart 2013 Don't get it Way too slow, takes ages to load a section, then it takes ages to load the news article you want to read. Was one of my favourite apps. It's one of the most frustrating ones now. Not going to use it again Volledige recensie Een Google-gebruiker 17 oktober 2012 Not working on Nexus 7 Not working Volledige recensie Een Google-gebruiker 5 januari 2014 Drains your battery. All pictures, no info Read the Huffpost in your browser. The mobile site is way better than the app. Volledige recensie Wat is er nieuw? Expanded Notifications Meer informatie Aanvullende informatie Bijgewerkt 1 oktober 2014 Grootte Verschilt per apparaat Installaties 1.000.000 - 5.000.000 Huidige versie Verschilt per apparaat Android vereist Verschilt per apparaat Beoordeling van inhoud Volwassen: medium Machtigingen Details weergeven Rapport Markeren als ongepast Aangeboden door HuffingtonPost.com Distributieovereenkomst Website bezoeken E-mail android@huffingtonpost.com Privacybeleid Vergelijkbaar BBC News BBC Worldwide (Ltd) 1 Gratis Get the latest world and regional news from the BBC’s global network of more than 2000 journalists. From breaking news, to business, entertainment, technology, the arts and sport, all divided into clear sections, this free app lets you watch video reports, listen to live radio and read the latest updates wherever you are. Key features:  • All the latest news as it happens  • Watch or listen to the latest news headlines  • Opt in for breaking news push notifications  • Download the latest stories when you have a signal and then read them offline at your leisure  • Share stories to a range of social networks, or email/SMS to a friend  • Personalise the home screen by adding, removing and re-ordering news categories to suit your preferences  • Listen live to BBC World Service radio  • Home screen widgets to keep you up to date  • Settings to allow the app to automatically update in the background  • Set text size to suit your preferences  • Ability to send stories, video, and photos directly to the BBC News team  • Full range of News categories: Top stories, US & Canada, Europe, Latin America, Asia, Middle East, Africa, UK, Technology, Business, Features & Analysis, Science & Environment, Entertainment & Arts, Health, Also In The News, Sport  • Ability to store the app on the SD card. Widgets will not be available if you choose to use this function. This is a feature of the Android system. *Currently unavailable for devices running 2.2 and below. We are working on a fix and this will be available soon. Version 2.4.4:  • Push notifications for big breaking news stories  • Landscape support for all devices  • Various bug fixes including an issue that occasionally caused duplicate push notifications. If you choose to receive push notifications, a unique identifier relating to your device will be stored by ProcessOne on behalf of the BBC to provide you with the service. No other personal data relating to you (such as a username or email address) is processed. The BBC will keep your information secure and not share it with anyone else in accordance with the BBC’s Privacy and Cookies Policy, available at http://www.bbc.co.uk/privacy/ You can choose to unsubscribe from push notifications in the app’s settings screen. Permissions:  • INTERNET: Used to get the latest news content from the BBC  • ACCESS_NETWORK_STATE: Used to determine whether you are on 3G or WiFi to deliver the best quality content  • WAKE_LOCK: Used if you enable background updates in settings  • GET_ACCOUNTS: Used to determine if your device is capable of receiving Push messages  • C2D_RECEIVE/C2D_MESSAGE: Used to receive Push messages if you opt in 1 Gratis CNN Breaking US & World News CNN 1 Gratis CNN connects you to the world -- wherever you are. The redesigned CNN App for Android has been rebuilt and redesigned for use on both your phone and tablet. Stay informed with the latest headlines and original stories from around the globe. Follow up-to-the-minute reporting with breaking news alerts and live video. Share stories and videos and comment on top stories. •Get breaking news alerts and follow stories as they develop. •Go beyond the surface with international, politics, opinion, tech and entertainment stories and more. •Watch video clips and coverage of live events as they unfold. View your favorite CNN shows live (as available, check with your cable, satellite or telecommunications provider). •Contribute a story or opinion to CNN iReport by uploading photos and video directly from your app. Follow other iReporters and see stories from their points of view. •Access your local weather information, including current and extended forecasts. •Browse photo galleries related to today’s news. •Sync your Samsung Galaxy Gear to your CNN app and receive breaking news and top stories on your wearable device (available on select Android phones). The CNN App may ask your permission to access certain functions on your device such as location, network connection, camera and social media accounts. Doing so can enhance some features of your app such as weather forecasts, iReport submissions and ability to share stories with your social networks. The CNN App may also ask your permission for “phone calls” to allow you to call CNN regarding story ideas or general feedback. CNN respects your privacy and would never misuse your personal information. Have questions or feedback on the CNN App? E-mail us at Android@cnn.com. We are always looking for suggestions on how to provide the best experience possible for you. 1 Gratis USA TODAY USA TODAY 1 Gratis The nation’s news from USA TODAY is accessible 24/7 on your Android phone or tablet. Staying informed has never been this quick, easy or enjoyable. Headlines - Browse the latest headlines in our News, Sports, Life, Money, Tech, Travel and Opinion sections. Stories are updated 24/7 and can be shared via e-mail, Twitter, Facebook or any sharing app you download on your device. Scores - Check out the latest sports scores for the NFL, MLB, NBA, NHL, MLS, college football and college basketball. Weather - Get current conditions, forecasts, and radar maps, and save them for up to ten locations. Photos - Enjoy beautiful photo galleries, including the Day in Pictures, Day in Sports, and Day in Celebrities—you can flip through the day's best photos or play them back as a slideshow and share your favorites with friends. We’ve also added the Editorial Cartoon gallery to the Opinion section. Snapshots - Check out our signature Snapshots in News, Money, Sports, and Life, and vote to see Quick Question results in each one. Offline Reading - Save and read USA TODAY content offline, even when you don't have a connection. *NEW for Android 2.3+ Users: Customized Alerts - Get Breaking News alerts and alerts from USA TODAY sections including News, Sports, Life, Money, or Tech. Choose up to six categories and know more about everything as it happens. *NEW for Android 2.3+ Users: Quiet Time - Set times when an alert won’t initiate a light, sound, or vibration on your device. 1 Gratis Google Nieuws en Weer Google Inc. 1 Gratis Uw uitgebreide en gepersonaliseerde weergave van nieuwskoppen, lokaal nieuws en het weer. • Nieuwsdekking uit 65.000 publicaties • Categorieën zoals topartikelen, technologie, sport en weer die eenvoudig toegankelijk zijn met veegbewegingen • Pas uw lay-out aan met een van de 60 landspecifieke edities, startschermwidgets en gepersonaliseerde nieuwssecties zoals Hollywood, NASA, mode of wat u maar interessant vindt • Tik op een artikel voor een uitgebreide selectie standpunten, waaronder diepte-artikelen, opiniestukken en lokale perspectieven 1 Gratis NYTimes - Breaking News The New York Times Company 1 Gratis Introducing The New York Times Android app. Experience The New York Times’s award-winning journalism. Get the latest news, elegantly presented with enhanced imagery, multimedia and streamlined navigation. Stay informed on world news, national news, business, the arts, technology, style, sports, food, travel, opinions and more. The New York Times app also includes our International Edition with breaking news, world news, current events and cultural content from our 50 newspaper bureaus around the globe. Named Editors’ Choice as one of the top apps on Google Play, The New York Times app connects you to your favorite newspaper anywhere you are, anytime you want to read it. We’re breaking news, world news and national news in your pocket. Download the NYTimes Android app for FREE today, and subscribe to receive your first 14 days at no cost. All users can access up to 10 free articles per month, from any section. App Features: • Watch exclusive videos and browse our award-winning photography • Breaking news alerts — be the first to know about current events as soon as they occur • Get the latest news in less time with automatic background refresh • Save NYT articles to revisit later on any device (web, phone, tablet) • Customize your news experience with home screen widgets • Share The Times’s articles, photos and videos through Facebook, Twitter, email and SMS • Sit back and have the latest NYT news read to you aloud with text to speech • Read more comfortably in low-light with “night mode" • Miss recent world news or national news? Quickly search by topic, name or interest • Join the conversations — view and write comments on articles, or use speech-to-text to “speak in” comments • Get a daily photo preview of the day’s top stories in the Android notification area • Have a Samsung Style Pen (S Pen)? Annotate articles and save your notes for future reference For unlimited access to our award-winning journalism, subscribe now and get your first 14 days free via Google Play.* Subscriptions are $14.99/month (Smartphone + Web), $19.99/month (Tablet + Web) and $34.99/month (All Digital Access includes tablet and smartphone apps). All subscriptions are auto-renewable. Feedback? Suggestions? Issues? Please contact our support team at android@nytimes.com. We’ll do our best to assist you. Your feedback is important to us. *Promotional offers for new subscribers only. Smartphone and tablet apps are not supported on all devices. Prices shown are in U.S. dollars, and local pricing is available in over 55 countries. Other restrictions apply. 1 Gratis Snelnieuws Pinenuts Android Developers 1 Gratis Lees het laatste nieuws van de grote Nederlandse en Belgische kranten. Met Snelnieuws kunt u door alle belangrijke dagbladen met een enkele toepassing gemakkelijke, onmiddellijke, licht en snel. Erg handig om een ​​overzicht te krijgen van het laatste nieuws en tussen de verschillende tijdschriften te vergelijken. Ook u kunt aanpassen Snelnieuws het uitschakelen van de kranten niet nodig hebt. Kranten voor Nederland: * VK Volkskrant * De Telegraaf * NU.nl * FD Het Financieele Dagblad * NRC Handelsblad * AD Algemeen Dagblad * Trouw * RefDag * Het Parool * WTF * Metro * NOS * RTLNieuws * De Gelderlander * Dagblad van het Noorden * Dagblad De Limburger * Noordhollands Dagblad * De Stentor * Brabants Dagblad * Google Nieuws Kranten voor België: * Het Laatste Nieuws (HLN) * Het Nieuwsblad * RTL Info * Sudpresse (Sud Info) * Gazet van Antwerpen (GVA) * Het Belang van Limburg (HBVL) * De Standaard * Le Soir * L'Avenir * 7SUR7 * De Morgen De applicatie is momenteel in beta. Als u suggesties heeft, verzoeken om verbeteringen of het opnemen van andere kranten, neemt u dan negatieve opmerkingen toe te voegen, maar stuur een e-mail naar pinenutsdev@gmail.com zodat we kunnen ingrijpen. Sommige gebruikers hebben gemeld dat mogelijke interferentie tussen applicaties dat blok reclame (banners). features: * Zeer snel en lichtgewicht newsreader app * User interface is direct en eenvoudig te gebruiken * Geoptimaliseerd voor lage bandbreedte gebruik en hoge download snelheid * Maak het mogelijk om een artikel tussen verschillende kranten vergelijken * Kies alleen de kranten die je wilt en de volgorde wijzigen * Voorpagina van de belangrijkste kranten in uw land met alle stromingen nieuws en verhalen over de politiek misdaden roddels sport overheidsbelastingen crisis economie financiën * Veel landen ondersteund: USA, UK, India, Duitsland, Frankrijk, Italië, Nederland, België, Spanje, Mexico, Argentinië, China, Taiwan * Deel het nieuws met vrienden via e-mail, sociale netwerken, Facebook, Twitter, WhatsApp of andere app die u hebt geïnstalleerd. * De beste voor de dagelijkse lezer De applicatie is niet aangesloten bij een krant, noch enige connectie met de bovenstaande kranten. Bovendien, omdat alleen dient als een voertuig om de informatie die al op het internet gepubliceerd weer te geven, is niet enkele wijze verantwoordelijk voor het nieuws. 1 Gratis Fox News FOX News Network, LLC 1 Gratis Follow dynamic, real-time reporting from Fox News in the enhanced app for Android, rebuilt from the ground up. Get comprehensive coverage of the day’s hottest stories with Fox News alerts, Fair and Balanced headlines, live streaming video through Fox News Go, vibrant photo galleries, and the latest video clips from your favorite shows on demand! Video - With Fox News Go, 24/7 live Fox News Channel and Fox Business Network anytime, anywhere* - View streaming coverage of live events and exclusive programming available only online Multitasking - Browse the latest headlines while watching Fox News live coverage and clips on demand - Adjust the player size to you preference – go full screen by flipping your phone into landscape or shrink it down to audio only. Watch it your way Breaking News & Alerts - Subscribe to Fox News Alerts to follow breaking news as it happens - Keep an eye on the Breaking News Hub to stay up to date on a story as it unfolds Enhanced News Format - Articles now offer related content – view videos, slideshows, and lists for the news that matters to you Shows - View the latest videos from the #1 cable news shows and anchors on Fox News Channel - Connect with your favorite shows and news personalities on Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, and more directly from the app Please Note: - The Fox News 2.0 app is available for 4.0 and up - Saved articles and weather preferences will not transfer to version 2.0 - Users will need to re-enter credentials for their cable, satellite, and telco providers to watch Fox News Channel and Fox Business Network live - Fox News Radio has been removed from the app, download the Fox News Radio app on the Google Play to listen live * An authorized pay TV subscription is required in order to watch live FOX News Channel and FOX Business Network. 1 Gratis NewsHunt : India News | eBooks Ver sé Innovation 1 Gratis ★ Top 10 Consumer Mobile Apps in India - Nielsen Consumer Rankings ★ ★ Must Have App - Live Mint ★ ★ World Class app from Indian App Developer - Next Big What ★ ★ Winner GSMA Mobile Award for Best Mobile Publishing Product ★ ★ Winner mBillionth Award for News & Journalism ★ Join over 50 million people in India who love and use NewsHunt to read News, eBooks and Magazines in 12 languages. NewsHunt brings together largest collection of regional language news & ebooks from the world. NEWS FEATURES • Read News from National & Regional Newspapers, Websites & other News sources • Support for 11 Indian languages, even if your phone doesn't support the language & font. Latest news available in Hindi, Malayalam, Tamil, Telugu, Kannada, Bengali, Marathi, Gujarati, Punjabi, Oriya & Urdu • Get Local News from over 600 Indian districts & towns, plus Cricket scores, weather, horoscopes, stock updates & classifieds • Opt in to get Alerts & Notifications of Breaking News even when you’re not using the app • Set text size and background color to suit your preference • Home screen widget that shows latest news stories from recently read Newspapers. • Share News over SMS, Whatsapp, Email, Facebook or any other app you have installed • Features hundreds of fully licensed partners including The Indian Express, Rajasthan Patrika, Prabhat Khabar, Mathrubhumi, lokmat, Malayala Manorama, Dinakaran, Dinamalar, Eenadu, Sakshi, Ananda Bazaar Patrika, Deccan Herald, Sakaal, Divya Bhaskar, Jagbani, India Today, BBC (Hindi), Siasat & more BOOK STORE/READER FEATURES • Browse, download and read the largest collection of regional language eBooks. Read authors including Surendra Mohan Pathak, Chetan Bhagat, Rajesh Kumar, Sudha Murthy, Kannadhasan, and Deepak Chopra as well as international best selling authors. • Choose from thousands of free ebooks such as The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes to Alice in Wonderland • Easily shop for ebooks, including new releases in every category including New York Times® best sellers. • Read mobile optimized magazines & magazine singles(single articles) from leading magazines like Saras Salil, Caravan, Stardust, Champak, Savvy, Grihshobha & Manohar Kahaniyan. • Pay using your mobile phone in addition to your credit/debit cards - Buy eBook using your mobile operator. Available for Indian customers only. • Customize Your Reading—Choose your preferred font size, and background color to read your books. REACH US To report any issues with usage or just to share feedback and tell us how we can improve, write to support@newshunt.com Google+: https://plus.google.com/+newshunt Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/newshunt Twitter: https://twitter.com/newshuntapp 1 Gratis News Republic – Smarter news News Republic 1 Gratis The definitive news app with an elegant design, unrivaled news coverage and a simple, delightful interface optimized for all smartphones and tablets. - Visual: Get all the latest news from your favorite topics in a highly visual format. - Smart: News Republic learns what you like and personalizes your news experience automatically. - Complete: Enjoy complete articles with photos and videos from trusted sources - Personal: Choose only the topics that are of interest to you, and personalize your home screen. - In-depth: Explore related topics via Tag Nav™, our innovative news navigation system. - Customizable: Add custom RSS feed sources from your favorite websites Features hundreds of fully licensed partners including Reuters, Bloomberg, Huffington Post, TechCrunch and many more. Get complete coverage on: National News, Technology, Politics, Sports, Entertainment and many more topics. _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ “News Republic offers the cure for infobesity” CNET. “If you love news, News Republic is the right app for you!” – AppDictions. Best News App! – AppStorm. News Republic is available in 9 regional editions - USA, UK, Germany, Italy, France, Spain, China, LatAm and International _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ PERSONALIZE > EXPLORE > GET ALERTED > SHARE > REACT > RESEARCH Inform yourself - Get News Republic now! Twitter - @newsrepublic Facebook - facebook.com/pages/News.Republic Watch - vimeo.com/channels/newsrepublic 1 Gratis The Times of India News Times Internet Limited 1 Gratis What some of our users are saying: ★★★★★ TOI has Soared The new version is pretty clean and attractive. Very responsive and very few lags. New options are very much appreciated. In all a very good update. - Ady Sharma (Nexus 5) ★★★★★ Love the notification feature No need to open the app every important news comes as a notification. - neeraj jadwani (Moto E) ★★★★★ Live TV and Audio is too good! TOI app has been improving with every update. The most recent addition of Times Now TV and Audio is just fabulous. Absolutely best news app in India. - Ninad Oak (Galaxy S3) ★★★★★ TOI is the best English news app The UI is excellent and also news can be read even when not online and saves lot of data not reloading when not required. - Joydeep Kumbhakar (Galaxy S Duos2) The Times of India, India’s largest media house, brings you the best news experience on the go. Download the TOI app on your Android device and stay updated on news from across the world, anywhere, anytime. The TOI app offers everything that an avid news reader is looking for – breaking news, latest headlines, trending news stories and in-depth coverage of sports, entertainment, business and technology including the Mangalyaan mission and Asian Games 2014. From India news to world news, political news to cricket news, technology news to Bollywood news and movie reviews of Bollywood, Hollywood and regional films – get the most relevant coverage of celebrity news. Also available is the vivid photogallery of famous Bollywood celebrities, industrialist, politicians, sports person and events / parties that are the talk of town. Also catch the live coverage of all the breaking news on Times Now Live TV & Times Now Live Audio. 1 Gratis NBC News NBC News Digital LLC 1 Gratis NBC News delivers the stories you care about, right now. Get up-to-the-minute breaking news, exclusive interviews, and in-depth reporting from our journalists around the world. The completely redesigned NBC News app can be used on both your phone and tablet. Here are a few highlights: • Faster and more visual than ever before • Stories download automatically so you can keep reading when you’re offline • Even more videos, slideshows and articles now available • Unique split screen plays video while you read stories Our live, continuous coverage gives you all the news you want, and now it’s easier than ever to share the stories that matter most to you. 1 Gratis Flipboard: jouw sociale nieuws Flipboard 1 Gratis Flipboard is jouw persoonlijke magazine. Het is de meest populaire manier om op de hoogte te blijven van nieuws dat jij interessant vindt, om verhalen te lezen van over de hele wereld, door artikelen te bladeren, en om video's en foto's van vrienden te delen. Kies een paar onderwerpen en tik op één van de tegels om te beginnen met flippen door jouw persoonlijke magazine. Voeg blogs en publicaties zoals The New York Times, PEOPLE magazine, Fast Company en nog veel meer toe door de zoekbalk te gebruiken of op het rode lint te tikken om de Gids te openen. Je kan ook verbinden met je sociale netwerken zoals Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, Tumblr en Google+ om te zien wat je vrienden posten en om gemakkelijk artikelen te delen. Bewaar de dingen die je op Flipboard vindt. Tik op de "+" button om items over elk onderwerp zoals Great Hikes of Gear & Gadgets te verzamelen in je eigen magazines. Ga naar de Gids en selecteer "Door onze lezers" om magazines die anderen maken te ontdekken. Download Flipboard en begin vandaag nog--het is gratis! Hoogtepunten: ★ Al jouw nieuws, interesses en sociale updates in één persoonlijk magazine. ★ Bewaar verhalen die je interessant vindt in je eigen magazine. Gebruik de "+" button op een item, selecteer 'maak een magazine' en verzamel favoriete verhalen, afbeeldingen of video's. ★ Je kan alles opzoeken -mensen, onderwerpen, hashtags, blogs, jouw favoriete sites- en flip door de resultaten in een mooie magazine opmaak. ★ Verbind Flipboard met tot wel 12 sociale netwerken, om lezen, reageren, liken en delen gemakkelijker te maken. Onderdeel van de diensten zijn Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, Google+, YouTube, LinkedIn, SoundCloud. ★ Lees Uitgelichte verhalen voor een snelle update over wat er nu gebeurt. Uitgelicht is speciaal voor jou gemaakt en bestaat uit populaire items van alles wat jij aan Flipboard hebt toegevoegd. ★ Gebruik Flipboard in 18 gelokaliseerde edities -voor Australië, Brazilië, Canada, China, Frankrijk, Duitsland, Hong Kong, India, Italië, Japan, Korea, Latijns Amerika, Nederland, Rusland, Spanje, Taiwan, V.S. en V.K. ★ Ontdek honderden keuzes van de redactie in de Gids (tik op het rode lint aan de bovenkant), inclusief aanbevolen magazines en blogs, geweldige fotografie en speciale rubrieken over het nieuws van de dag. ★ Gebruik de Flipboard widget voor snelle toegang op een Android apparaat. ★ Voeg content toe aan jouw Flipboard magazines met de bladwijzer op share.flipboard.com BLIJF OP DE HOOGTE VAN FLIPBOARD: Voor tips en andere handige informatie kan je onze website http://www.flipboard.com bezoeken en ons volgen via @flipboard op twitter en op Facebook http://www.facebook.com/flipboard Om meer te lezen over hoe je Flipboard gebruikt, kan je nu onze support pagina bezoeken: http://flipboard.com/support Als je technische problemen ondervindt of andere vragen hebt dan kunnen we helpen. Stuur een email naar: support@flipboard.com 1 Gratis Yahoo News Digest Yahoo 1 Gratis Get in the know in no time. Yahoo News Digest provides a definitive summary of all the important, need-to-know news. Digests are delivered twice a day - once in the morning and once in the evening. All the top stories are summarized and presented with the key information that you need to stay on top of what’s happening. Each story is created from multiple sources to present the essential bits and pieces of information, known as “atoms”. Atoms are key quotes, images, videos, maps, infographs, and Wikipedia excerpts among others. These atomic units provide a unique context to the news. Our stories are both algorithmically and hand curated to ensure high quality, and come with a textual summary. Yahoo News Digest makes your reading experience comprehensive, effortless, and complete. Our goal is to inform you of all the key headlines you need to know and allow you to share the news with others. Yahoo News Digest is available in English today but look out for translated versions soon. We are committed to building the best mobile experience and are interested in your feedback. Let us know your thoughts here: https://yahoo.uservoice.com/forums/235999 1 Gratis feedly Feedly Team 1 Gratis Something magical happens when the right person gets connected to the right content. That knowledge or inspiration feeds you, transforms you into a better teacher, designer, entrepreneur... This inspired us to create feedly. We designed a modern reader that empowers professionals, students and enthusiasts to feed their passions; the work they really care about, whether that's in the office, at school, at home or anywhere else. Millions of people use feedly every day to curate the best of the web and tune into what matters to them. It starts with you organizing your favorite sources into reading collections. We all have different appetite when it comes to feeding our minds. Feedly empowers you to express what makes you unique. Feedly takes all the content from your favorite websites and transforms it into a simple and fast reading experience. A single place for everything you care about. Feedly is available on your phone, your tablet and on the web at feedly.com An important part of reading is picking the ideas you want to save for later, remix and share. Feedly offers seamless integration with Evernote, Twitter, Facebook, LinkedIn, Google+, Buffer, IFTTT, Pocket and Instapaper to help streamline your workflows. Feedly captures the full power of the web by letting you subscribe to any RSS feed, Youtube channel or blog. Feedly delivers in one place all the knowledge and inspiration you need to keep ahead. Happy reading! [we are hello@feedly.com if you need support or want to report a bug] 1 Gratis BBC News Media Applications Technologies for the BBC 1 Gratis Get the latest, breaking news from our trusted global network of journalists. See the top stories from the UK and around the world, and personalise your experience by choosing to see the latest news on topics such as technology, sport, entertainment, health and business. You can also watch the BBC News channel for up-to-the-minute live reports, and see video clips on most of the top stories. Key Features:  • All the latest news as it happens  • Opt in for breaking news push notifications  • In-story video over 3G and WiFi  • Download the latest stories when you have a signal and then read them offline at your leisure  • Share stories to a range of social networks, or email/SMS to a friend  • Personalise the home screen by adding, removing and re-ordering news categories to suit your preferences  • Live streaming of the BBC News channel for Android 4.0+ devices  • Home screen widgets  • Settings to allow the app to automatically update in the background  • Font controls to increase or decrease the story text size to suit you  • Ability to send stories, video, and photos directly to the BBC News team  • Full range of News categories: Top Stories, World, UK, Sport, Technology, Entertainment & Arts, England, Northern Ireland, Scotland, Wales, Business, Politics, Health, Education, Science & Environment, Features & analysis, Also In The News  • Ability to store the app on the SD card. Widgets will not be available if you choose to use this function. This is a feature of the Android system If you choose to receive push notifications, a unique identifier relating to your device will be stored by ProcessOne on behalf of the BBC to provide you with the service. No other personal data relating to you (such as a username or email address) is processed. The BBC will keep your information secure and not share it with anyone else in accordance with the BBC’s Privacy and Cookies Policy, available at http://www.bbc.co.uk/privacy/ You can choose to unsubscribe from push notifications in the app’s settings screen. Permissions:  • INTERNET: Used to get the latest news content from the BBC  • ACCESS_NETWORK_STATE: Used to determine whether you are on 3G or Wifi to deliver the best quality content  • WAKE_LOCK: Used if you enable background updates in settings  • GET_ACCOUNTS: Used to determine if your device is capable of receiving Push messages  • C2D_RECEIVE/C2D_MESSAGE: Used to receive Push messages if you opt in 1 Gratis News360: Personalized News News360 1 Gratis News360 learns what you like (and don’t like) and finds news articles and blog posts from across the Internet that are the most relevant to you, personally. ✔ The New York Times: "News360 has to be one of the better news-aggregating [apps] I’ve seen on any platform" News360 is an elegant and smart news reader that learns what kinds of stories you like and dislike as you read. You will never again miss something interesting because you haven’t subscribed to the right feed or followed the right person – instead, News360 will show you all the stories that really matter, and none of the noise. You can even connect your Facebook, Twitter and other accounts and News360 will use them to become even more personalized to your particular interests. The more you use it - the smarter it gets. To make sure that you don’t get a biased or inaccurate outlook, News360 provides coverage from all possible sources for every story, combining text, photography and video to give you a full, 360° view of the issues. ✔ "Apps We Like: News360" — The Wall Street Journal ✔ "News360 is the New Cadillac of Personalized News Readers" — PandoDaily Key highlights: ★ Quickly scan headlines, preview stories and dive deep into the content from over 50,000 sources. From top global and national news providers, to local and niche sites and blogs ★ Read your Home feed, where you’ll see top articles that focus on the topics you’re interested in – no jumping between sections or feeds ★ Use the News360 widget to keep up with great content on your home screen, and even on your lock screen with Android 4.2 ★ Help News360 learn by marking stories you like as you use it, and it will become better and better at giving you the stories you'll enjoy, but will always try to give you something new and unexpected as well ★ Customize the topics you’re interested in at any time! ★ Create a free News360 account to sync your settings and read saved articles offline on your phone, tablet and at news360.com ★ Read local news using your device’s GPS 1 Gratis Meer van ontwikkelaar GPS for the Soul HuffingtonPost.com 1 Gratis GPS for the Soul is based on two truths: that we all have within us a centered place of harmony and balance, and that we all veer away from that place again and again. A guide is a collection of the things that help you course-correct -- from music and poetry to breathing exercises and pictures of your loved ones. GPS for the Soul lets you play one of the guides we have assembled for you, or create your own. The Internet and the rise of social media have given us amazing tools to connect, and to bring about change in the world. At the same time, our 24/7 connection to the digital world often disconnects us from the real world around us -- from our physical surroundings, from our loved ones, and especially from ourselves. We see the effects of this in every aspect of our lives. And the consequences can be really damaging, in terms of our health, our jobs, and our relationships. That's why HuffPost has created GPS for the Soul. We hope GPS for the Soul will be just the beginning of a journey to help you reconnect with your creativity, your intuition, your peace and your wisdom. 1 Gratis Huffington. HuffingtonPost.com 1 Gratis The Best of HuffPost. Weekly. Huffington weekly magazine represents the very best of The Huffington Post with exclusive content not on the site -- delivered to your phone/tablet each week in a lush, vivid, feature-driven magazine format. Incorporating infographics, photography, sophisticated narratives, commenting and other ways to engage with the Huffington community, the magazine embroiders your experience with humor, cutting-edge sensibility and, of course, attitude. If you enjoy The Huffington Post web site but don't have time during the week to absorb everything it offers -- especially engrossing feature work on politics, business, culture, entertainment and other topics -- then please download Huffington and spend your weekend getting caught up and getting ahead. KEY FEATURES • FREE weekly, curated and exclusive content from The Huffington Post • Share Huffington content via Twitter, Facebook and Email • Download Huffington Issues and read them offline • Navigate between Huffington articles via swipe or in the convenient Article Viewer • Find specific Huffington pages via the Issue Page Viewer • Browse Huffington Issues via the Bookshelf or Cover View 1 Gratis Meer weergeven © 2014 Google Servicevoorwaarden voor deze site Verkoopvoorwaarden voor apparaten Privacybeleid Ontwikkelaars Artiesten Over Google)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12424,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 19, Number 6, April 2007 On being well: Wellness is letting go by Julia Johnson In the book by Elizabeth Brenner; Winning by Letting Go, Brenner tells a story of how people in India catch monkeys. They cut a small hole in a box. Then they put a tasty nut in the box. The hole is just large enough for the monkey to put its hand through, but it is too small for the monkey to withdraw its hand once it has clutched the nut inside. Brenner then explains that the monkey has two choices. It can let go of the nut and go free, or it can hold on to the nut and stay trapped. According to Brenner, monkeys usually hold on to the nut. This story embodies the wellness story. Each day we have the opportunity to go free or stay trapped by the choices we make. In the March issue of Teacher, Anne Jardine wondered if full-time teaching was hazardous to teachers’ lives because of the increased workloads that have become more complex. She points out that teachers are now giving some thought to the amount of time they want to spend on teaching and how they intend to alter their teaching craft given that "new demands are added, yet none of the traditional teaching duties are subtracted." There seems to be a perception amongst the masses that if one reduces the time spent devoted to teaching so more time can be spent with family or achieving personal health, or if one makes changes to how the job of teaching is performed then such sacrifices make teachers less professional, less skilled, less effective, less caring, and schools become less effective at educating students. It is my belief that such a perception instils personal guilt and creates an atmosphere of judgment, which in turn impacts the health of the workplace and the health of the individual. Matthew Fox, in his book, The Reinvention of Work, suggests that in this post-industrial era we need to rethink, "the way we define work, the way we compensate work, the ways we create work, and the way we let go of work and learn to infuse it with play and ritual," because this new era of rapid technological change and our global economies are creating a system that is not working, a system that threatens our health and the health of the planet. Letting go of work or the way we do our work is not an easy thing to do. As creatures of habit we are not always open and receptive to the demands brought on by change. The expectations we have for ourselves and others becomes a yoke around our necks and like the monkey that is unable to let go of his nut, we hang on to teaching practices that are no longer workable in the complex teaching environments in which we work. Fox suggests that if we ask the question, "What are the work needs of our time; we can actually launch new ways of doing work, of being workers, of making jobs, of compensating work." When we are left to consider, "What might this new work be?" Fox tells us, "that it is work on the human being itself." Like E. F. Schumacher, in Small is Beautiful, says "We can each of us work to put our own inner house in order," Fox believes that putting "our own inner house in order" will prove to be the key to reinventing work for the human species. Fox states that to do as Schumacher suggests requires a deep letting go of the old ways of living and working, if we and planet Earth are to survive. By transforming our work with choices that are freeing, we in turn transform our souls, our being, our health, and the way we live our lives. Julia Johnson, a retired learning resource teacher in Quesnel, is a BCTF PD wellness associate and a member of the Teacher Newsmagazine Advisory Board. livingjewels@shaw.ca (250-747-3650). Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12868,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2000 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 12, Number 7, May/June 2000 You get what you pay for! by Garry Litke Teacher shortage sets stage for salary increase North America is finally waking up to the fact that we can no longer afford to undervalue the work of teachers. Although many people go into education for altruistic reasons, leaving teaching to the kind-hearted and expecting them to accept low salaries is the wrong strategy in the face of a teacher shortage. Not only do educators suffer but the entire system suffers as well because the direct consequence of low salaries is an under supply of skilled individuals. As the teacher shortage becomes more serious, the result will be a decline in the quality of instruction as those without teacher qualifications are placed in the classroom. This can only negatively affect students and society as a whole. Although it is anticipated that the shortage will become most acute between 2005 and 2010, some shortages are being felt already, most seriously in rural areas and in specialist subjects. The problem is caused by several converging factors. Up to 44% of new teachers leave the profession within five years, often citing the lack of financial reward for their effort as a factor. In an economy in which salaries are climbing for many other educated workers, teaching is not seen as economically viable. Of equal concern is the inadequate number of teachers graduating from faculties of education. When many students look at the average salaries of a number of professions, they do not choose education as a career. Add to this the number of teachers eligible for retirement in the next 10 years, creating vacancies that cannot be filled, and the result is a teacher shortage, a shortage that could be ameliorated by offering salaries that recruit and retain teachers. The Saskatchewan Teachers’ Federation says a minimum 15% increase in the starting wage for teachers is needed to stop the flow of education graduates out of their province. The shortage cannot be addressed by recruiting from other provinces and countries as has been done in the past. Those jurisdictions are facing the same demographics as we are, and some of them are already ahead of us in the competition for qualified teachers, adding to our problem as they lure teachers out of B.C. In Massachusetts, where 50% of educators will be eligible to retire over the next 10 years, recruiters are offering a $20,000 (US) signing bonus and an extensive training program in an attempt to attract new teachers. Across the U.S., it is estimated that 2.2 million new teachers will be required during the next decade. The gravity of this situation in and of itself will not be enough to secure salary increases however. Experience from the United States is demonstrating that some states address the problem while others do not. Good arguments alone rarely carry the day. Change is effected by public and political support as well as strong union leadership and solidarity of membership. Jared Bernstein, a labour economist with the Economic Policy Institute in Washington maintains that a strong union is vital in achieving a salary increase: “When you’re trying to define the worth of what you’re doing in a climate where the market economy is idealized, you need articulate spokespersons.” Given a clear and logical message, the public is starting to listen. A poll conducted by the National Education Association in the U.S. found the public considers that increasing salaries is an important approach to improving schools. This belief is reflected in Vice President Al Gore’s promise to spend federal money on raising teachers’ salaries. For teachers in high poverty areas, the increase could be as high as $10,000. Teachers’ unions are working hard to capitalize on public sentiments and political promises. In Texas, the union organized a campaign to educate, rather than lobby, state legislators, which resulted in a $3,000 raise for teachers. In Omaha, Nebraska, the teachers’ union organized 1,200 teachers, parents, students, representatives from other unions, and even politicians to attend a school board meeting to “raise the awareness” of trustees. The overwhelming public and private support helped secure a one-year contract that included a 5.6% raise. In Pawling, NY, a five-year contract will increase salaries by an average of 40%. Teachers’ unions in Canada have more work to do in raising the awareness of teacher supply and demand. Teachers in the Northwest Territories recently ratified a two-year contract that provides a salary increase of 6.25% plus allowances, but in Nova Scotia teachers reluctantly accepted only 3.9% over 26 months. PEI teachers are currently campaigning for a reinstatement of a 7.5% rollback legislated in 1994. In B.C. teachers are saying “No more zeroes!” It will take good arguments, public support, political pressure, articulate spokespersons, and union solidarity to secure the changes we need in the next round of negotiation. How will you contribute to the campaign? Garry Litke is an assistant director in the BCTF’s Bargaining Division. Average Employment Income of Full-time Full-year Workers, Selected Occupations, B.C., 1995 Census Occupation Average ($) Relative to Teachers (%) Specialist physicians 133,385 280 General practitioners & family physicians 93,653 196 Dentists 86,406 181 Lawyers 84,576 177 Elem.-sec. principals & administrators 69,807 146 University professors 69,280 145 Police officers (except commissioned) 55,202 116 Firefighters 53,348 112 Pharmacists 52,511 110 Computer systems analysts 49,905 105 Physiotherapists 49,769 104 Head nurses and supervisors 48,206 101 College and other vocational instructors 47,758 100 TEACHERS 47,714 100 Computer programmers 45,481 95 Registered nurses 42,840 90 ALL OCCUPATIONS 39,414 83 Elem.-sec. school teacher assistants 25,231 53 Early childhood educators and assistants 17,925 38 — Anne C. Schaefer, BCTF Research, March 2000 Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141007,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/bcedplan/status/472066501374394370,BC's Education Plan on Twitter: "What did a typical classroom in rural BC look like in 1917? This: http://t.co/yudPfb6jbl #throwbackthursday #bcedchat" Twitter Search query Search Twitter Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Language: English Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Have an account? Sign in New to Twitter? Join Today » Sign In Phone, email or username Password Sign in Remember me Forgot password? Already using Twitter via text message? Follow Following Unfollow Blocked Unblock Pending Cancel BC's Education Plan ‏ @bcedplan May 29 What did a typical classroom in rural BC look like in 1917? This: http://ow.ly/xoWC6  #throwbackthursday #bcedchat Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Favorite 1 10:26 AM - 29 May 2014 Vayley ‏ @Vayley7 May 29 This 1917 classroom is in better condition and has more supplies than my current classroom in 2014! @bcedplan @bctf @FassbenderMLA @bced Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Brian Koning ‏ @BrianKoning7 May 29 Wow. Love that 1917 "smart board" :) MT“ @bcedplan: What did a typical classroom in rural BC look like in 1917? This: http://ow.ly/xoWC6  Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Don’t miss any updates from BC's Education Plan © 2014 Twitter About Help Ads info Close Flag this media This has already been marked as containing sensitive content. Flag this as containing potentially illegal content. Submit Cancel Learn more about flagging media Dismiss Close Previous Next Close Go to a person's profile Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Close Retweet this to your followers? Cancel Retweet Close Are you sure you want to delete this Tweet? Cancel Delete Close Block Cancel Block Add a location to your Tweets When you tweet with a location, Twitter stores that location. You can switch location on/off before each Tweet and always have the option to delete your location history. Learn more Turn location on Not now Turn off location Close Profile summary Close Your lists Close Create a new list List name Description Under 100 characters, optional Privacy Public · Anyone can follow this list Private · Only you can access this list Save list Close Close Embed this Tweet Add this Tweet to your website by copying the code below. Learn more Hmm, there was a problem reaching the server. Try again? Include parent Tweet Include media Preview Close Sign up for Twitter Not on Twitter? Sign up, tune into the things you care about, and get updates as they happen. Have an account? Sign in » Close Two-way (sending and receiving) short codes: Country Code For customers of United States 40404 (any) Canada 21212 (any) United Kingdom 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM Haiti 40404 Digicel, Voila Ireland 51210 Vodafone, O2 India 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Indonesia 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » See SMS short codes for other countries Close Confirmation)
(20141007,www.huffingtonpost.com,http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/10/03/freddie-mercury-pavarotti-marc-martel_n_5929480.html,This Guy's One-Man Duet As Freddie Mercury AND Pavarotti Will Give You Goosebumps View mobile site October 7, 2014 Huffpost Arts Edition: U.S. Show/Hide Brasil BR Canada CA Deutschland DE España ES France FR Italia IT 日本 (Japan) JP 한국 (Korea) KR Maghreb MG United Kingdom UK United States US Follow Newsletters Get ArtsNewsletters Email address Enter Email Address Huffington Post Search Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search iOS app Android app More Log in Create Account Notifications 0 $USERNAME Profile Settings Logout FRONT PAGE Entertainment Kris Jenner Opens Up About The Late Robert Kardashian 6 Blake Lively Is Pregnant! 30 Mariah Carey Proves She's Not Lip-Synching 42 Is This Where George Clooney And Amal Alamuddin Honeymooned? 7 Pregnant Kelly Rowland Poses Topless In Black And White Photo Shoot 2 Go to Entertainment More in Entertainment Celebrity TV You Might Also Like Comedy Arts Books Food Style Weird News Moviefone Arts The Glamorous History Of Pin-Up Like You've Never Seen It Before 3 1 Here Are A Bunch Of F*cking Delightful Artsy Cat Photos. You're Welcome. 3 This Is What It Really Looks Like To Be A Modern Day Nun 8 New Animation-Inspired Art Show Will Make You Yearn For Saturday Morning Cartoons 0 Go to Arts More in Arts Painting Film Design Photography Theater Architecture You Might Also Like Books NY Los Angeles Books Print Books Are Still Outselling Ebooks, Despite Dire Expectations 37 The Surprising Reason Why Reading REALLY Matters 3 Kurt Vonnegut's Advice For High Schoolers Is Advice For Us All 0 Go to Books More in Books Book Club Libraries In Crisis You Might Also Like Arts Food Education Media Recipes Black Voices Latino Voices Religion TV Well, We Didn't See This Doctor Who Monster Coming 23 Go to TV More in TV TV Replay TV Recaps TV Spoilers Maureen Ryan You Might Also Like Celebrity Media Comedy Arts Books Science WATCH: It's Time For A 'Blood Moon' 86 What Next For The Ebola Outbreak? Here's What The Math Says 125 Here's Why The Night Sky Is Dark Even Though Jillions Of Stars Are Shining Light Our Way 19 This Scientist Has A Surprising Idea For Protecting Football Players 59 3 Scientists Win Nobel Prize In Medicine 53 Go to Science More in Science Space Brain Earth Talk Nerdy To Me Weird Science You Might Also Like Tech Green Arts Religion Weird News Style Kylie Jenner Has A New Hair Line, All By Herself 0 The Easy Fall Haircut That Works For Everyone 0 8 Things Your Friends Really Need To Chill About 17 10 Totally Terrifying Halloween Nail Art Ideas 0 Amp Up Your Knuckle Rings With French Fries And Sushi 8 Go to Style More in Style The Beauty Page Fashion Trends Celebrity Style You Might Also Like Home Women Parents Weddings Travel Divorce Post 50 Home The 5 Best American Cities To Live In Right Now Are... 35 6 Gyms That Take In-Home Fitness To A Whole. New. Level. 4 Go to Home More in Home House Tours Cleaning Design Entertaining Real Estate Celebrity Homes You Might Also Like Style Food Healthy Living Arts HuffPost Live Next Ferguson & The Threat Of State Violence Next SCOTUS To Rule On Prisoner's Beard Tomorrow 'Felony' Star Jai Courtney LIVE Tomorrow Author & Therapist Linda Carroll LIVE Tomorrow Macy Gray LIVE Go to Huffpost Live All Sections News Politics WorldPost Business Small Business Money Media Sports Education Crime Weird News Good News Entertainment Entertainment Celebrity Comedy Arts & Culture Books TV Life & Style Healthy Living GPS for the Soul Style Home Taste Weddings Travel Parents Divorce Huff/Post 50 Marlo Thomas OWN Dr. Phil Tech & Science Tech Science Green Code Voices Women Black Voices Latino Voices Voces (en español) Gay Voices Religion College Teen Impact Local Chicago DC Denver Detroit Hawaii Los Angeles Miami New York San Francisco Our Mobile Apps: iOS Android HuffPost Live (iOS) GPS For The Soul (iOS) GPS For The Soul (Android) Arts & Culture Painting Film Design Photography Theater Music Dance Architecture Female Artists Art Meets Science On Our Radar ImageBlog The Glamorous History Of Pin-Up Like You've Never Seen It Before 2014-10-06 04:01:25 Here Are A Bunch Of F*cking Delightful Artsy Cat Photos. You're Welcome. 2014-10-06 04:01:16 Gay Artist Will Spend 15 Days In A Glass Box To Explore The Meaning Of Grindr 2014-10-03 09:17:09 " class="async-img-load" /> 2014-10-02 16:44:21 This Dreamlike Flock Of Rainbow Sheep Actually Exists 2014-10-01 09:40:24 This Is What It Really Looks Like To Be A Modern Day Nun 2014-10-06 04:01:33 Miranda July Designed A Purse And It's Everything You Hoped It Would Be 2014-10-03 20:50:37 10 Painters Who Are Changing Their Medium In The 21 Century 2014-10-03 09:19:22 10 Eerily Adorable GIFs That Will Make You Feel Like A Kid Before Bedtime 2014-10-03 20:50:43 Here's One Way To Protest China's Preference For Boys 2014-10-03 09:01:42 How To Build A Gay And Lesbian Art Museum 2014-10-03 20:50:58 Previous Story Next Story This Guy's One-Man Duet As Freddie Mercury AND Pavarotti Will Give You Goosebumps The Huffington Post  | By Dominique Mosbergen Email Posted: 10/03/2014 8:52 pm EDT Updated: 10/03/2014 8:59 pm EDT Share Tweet Email Comment tumblr stumble reddit Freddie Mercury, frontman of the British rock band Queen, and Luciano Pavarotti, the Italian operatic tenor, were two of the greatest singers of the 20th century. And now, thanks to the vocal prowess of singer Marc Martel, you can hear what it would sound like if those two powerhouses sang a duet together. In a goosebump-inducing video, Martel impersonates both Pavarotti and Mercury, singing a one-man duet of “Nessun Dorma,” an aria from Giacomo Puccini's opera “Turandot." Incredibly, Martel says that the video was shot in just one take. “This is one continuous performance from start to finish, shot in one take, using two cameras,” he wrote in the YouTube video description. “Martel's singing is enough to wow me, but the fact that this video was done in a single take is breathtaking,” one YouTuber said of the feat. “Truly remarkable,” said another. Watch the performance for yourself in the video above. H/T Tastefully Offensive Related on HuffPost: Close  Surprising Cover Songs of   Originally by Madonna Originally by Mariah Carey Originally by Delaney & Bonnie; made famous by The Carpenters Originally by Britney Spears Originally by Gloria Gaynor Originally by Pink Floyd Originally by Kid Cudi ft. MGMT Originally by Queen Originally by Rihanna ft. Jay Z Originally by Radiohead Originally by Robin Thicke ft. T.I. and Pharrell Williams Originally by The White Stripes Originally by Black Eyed Peas Originally by Dr. Dre Originally by Kanye West Originally by N.W.A Originally by Ace of Base Originally by Frank Sinatra Originally by George Michael Originally by Eddie Cochran Originally by Beastie Boys Originally by Gucci Mane Originally by The Beatles Originally by Eminem Originally by Beyonce Originally by Eurythmics Originally by Michael Jackson  Share  Tweet  ✖ Advertisement Share this ✖ close Current Slide More: Freddie Mercury Luciano Pavarotti Marc Martel Freddie Mercury Pavarotti Freddie Mercury Pavarotti Duet Marc Martel Duet Marc Martel Opera Pavarotti Freddie Mercury Pavarotti Freddie Mercury Duet Queen Pavarotti Queen Marc Martel Nessun Dorma Suggest a correction Around the Web Singer Performs Incredible Freddie Mercury-Pavarotti 'One-Man Duet' A one man cover of "Nessun Dorma" in the style of Freddie Mercury ... Freddie Mercury Pavarotti Queen Too Much Love Will Kill You ... Luciano Pavarotti +Queen - Too Much Love Will Kill You - YouTube This One-Man "Duet" Between Freddie Mercury And Pavarotti Is ... Freddie Mercury And Pavarotti Sing A Duet, Thanks To This ... 'Nessun Dorma' As Both Pavarotti And Freddie Mercury, And It's "The Mercurotti" - Voice impersonator performs one-man duet of ... 'The Mercurotti' Duet with Freddie Mercury and Luciano Pavarotti Surfaces on ... 'FREDDIE MERCURY' Meets 'LUCIANO PAVAROTTI' In 'The Mercurotti'   Click here to view Conversations Conversations Suggested For You FOLLOW HUFFPOST Email Email Address Options The Morning Email Arts Get top stories and blog posts emailed to me each day.. Facebook HuffPost Arts Twitter HuffPost Follow Arts Follow Google Plus HuffPost Arts RSS Most Popular on HuffPost Latest News Arts All RSS / Feeds Phone Available on the App Store Android App on Google Play Get it at Blackberry App World Every Simpsons Couch Gag at the Same Time Why Aren’t We Talking About Chadwick Boseman? Gone Girl, Psycho, and How David Fincher Steals From Alfred Hitchcock Slate Articles » Are Ratings Back Up For Bob's Burgers? Movie Characters Whose Legends Live On 11 More Superhero Movies That Almost Happened Crowd Ignite » Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search Advertise Log In Make HuffPost your Home Page RSS Careers FAQ User Agreement Privacy Comment Policy About Us About Our Ads Contact Us Copyright ©2014 TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. "The Huffington Post" is a registered trademark of TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. All rights reserved. Part of AOL Lifestyle Use this form to alert a HuffPost editor about a factual or typographical error in this story. Notify message * Required * * * What kind of error is this? Choose an option Factual or typographical Comment moderation problem Rights and permissions Other * What is the correction? 0 count Describe the error here (1,000 character limit) * Type the words below so we know you are not a cyborg Sign me up for The Morning Email Thank you!)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Touring a natural gas drilling rig with @MLA Mike Bernier, and Brian from EnCana http://t.co/AifdJ4H07b" @Teresa_Wat - 06:01pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141007,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/bctf/status/508406847821582336?screen_name=bctf&screen_name=bctf&id=508406847821582336&id=508406847821582336,BCTF on Twitter: "BC teachers remain 100% committed to improving the learning conditions of our students. #bcpoli #bced" Twitter Search query Search Twitter Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Language: English Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Have an account? Sign in New to Twitter? Join Today » Sign In Phone, email or username Password Sign in Remember me Forgot password? Already using Twitter via text message? Follow Following Unfollow Blocked Unblock Pending Cancel BCTF ‏ @bctf Sep 6 BC teachers remain 100% committed to improving the learning conditions of our students. #bcpoli #bced Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Retweets 70 Favorites 24 5:10 PM - 6 Sep 2014 Don’t miss any updates from BCTF © 2014 Twitter About Help Ads info Close Flag this media This has already been marked as containing sensitive content. Flag this as containing potentially illegal content. Submit Cancel Learn more about flagging media Dismiss Close Previous Next Close Go to a person's profile Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Close Retweet this to your followers? Cancel Retweet Close Are you sure you want to delete this Tweet? Cancel Delete Close Block Cancel Block Add a location to your Tweets When you tweet with a location, Twitter stores that location. You can switch location on/off before each Tweet and always have the option to delete your location history. Learn more Turn location on Not now Turn off location Close Profile summary Close Your lists Close Create a new list List name Description Under 100 characters, optional Privacy Public · Anyone can follow this list Private · Only you can access this list Save list Close Close Embed this Tweet Add this Tweet to your website by copying the code below. Learn more Hmm, there was a problem reaching the server. Try again? Include parent Tweet Include media Preview Close Sign up for Twitter Not on Twitter? Sign up, tune into the things you care about, and get updates as they happen. Have an account? Sign in » Close Two-way (sending and receiving) short codes: Country Code For customers of United States 40404 (any) Canada 21212 (any) United Kingdom 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM Haiti 40404 Digicel, Voila Ireland 51210 Vodafone, O2 India 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Indonesia 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » See SMS short codes for other countries Close Confirmation)
(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/9/0/CSI/,Staffroom Confidential Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Sorry, the page you were looking for in this blog does not exist. Sorry, the page you were looking for in this blog does not exist. Home Subscribe to: Posts (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts All Comments Atom All Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ▼  September (9) Reflections on the BC Teacher Strike BC Teacher strike - Lessons learned Response to Sandy Garossino Will the Education Fund improve classroom conditio... Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Class composition: a human rights perspective Class size and composition - a short visual histor... Guest post - I WILL HOLD THE LINE Teachers - let your leadership know it is time to ... ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141007,www.reddit.com,http://www.reddit.com/r/vancouver/search?q=%28b.c.+OR+bc+OR+%22british+columbia%22%29+AND+%28teachers+OR+teachers%27%29+AND+%28strike+OR+labour%29&sort=relevance&restrict_sr=on&t=all,vancouver: search results jump to content my subreddits announcementsArtAskRedditaskscienceawwblogbookscreepydataisbeautifulDIYDocumentariesEarthPornexplainlikeimfiveFitnessfoodfunnyFuturologygadgetsgamingGetMotivatedgifshistoryIAmAInternetIsBeautifulJokesLifeProTipslistentothismildlyinterestingmoviesMusicnewsnosleepnottheonionOldSchoolCoolpersonalfinancephilosophyphotoshopbattlespicsscienceShowerthoughtsspacesportstelevisiontifutodayilearnedTwoXChromosomesUpliftingNewsvideosworldnewsWritingPromptsedit subscriptions front -all -random |  funny -food -DIY -news -Documentaries -listentothis -aww -TwoXChromosomes -askscience -nosleep -creepy -tifu -books -InternetIsBeautiful -GetMotivated -dataisbeautiful -gifs -Jokes -gaming -OldSchoolCool -pics -history -movies -Fitness -sports -videos -Music -nottheonion -EarthPorn -philosophy -space -todayilearned -WritingPrompts -LifeProTips -photoshopbattles -Showerthoughts -worldnews -AskReddit -mildlyinteresting -television -Art -personalfinance -IAmA -gadgets -science -UpliftingNews -explainlikeimfive -Futurologymore » reddit.com vancouver: search results want to join? login or register in seconds| English remember mereset password login Submit a new link Submit a new text post vancouversubscribeunsubscribe27,333 readers 112 users here now See something requiring attention? Please Message The Moderators Rules and Guidelines We want to see more content like this: local news. local events. funny and interesting content. posts about Vancouver history and culture. missing person/pet alerts. informative self-posts (i.e. wise advise, time-sensitive warnings, PSA's). posts about freebies, lost/found posts. new apps/programs. broad discussions. Whenever possible we will remove: Hate speech including (but not limited to) racist, sexist, aggressive, or overtly offensive comments. Ethnic or gender stereotypes. Personal attacks, name calling or insults. Personal information of any kind. Complaint/rant posts. editorialized titles/incendiary posts. any content not related to Vancouver. stories similar to stories recently posted. VISITING VANCOUVER? Please check links before submitting a question. Visiting Vancouver Page This is where you'll find everything you need to know about visiting Vancouver: the best places to check out, local attractions, local hangouts, cautions/warnings, and local treasures only Vancouverites know about. RESOURCES FOR MOVING TO VANCOUVER When considering moving to Vancouver, please Google "thinking of moving to Vancouver" FIRST. Please only post if you have unanswered questions after that. r/vancouverhousing r/vancouverjobs Vancouver Neighbourhoods Padmapper Vancouver aggregates rental property listings Craigslist Vancouver Rentals Airbnb Vancouver short term and vacation rentals. Yes! We have a Facebook group! Most events get posted there. Or on the G+ group. We also have an IRC channel! (#reddit-vancouver, irc.freenode.net) We also have a flickr page! Schools r/ubc r/capU r/langara r/simonfraser r/BCIT Regions r/canada r/britishcolumbia r/greatervan r/coquitlam r/fraservalley r/vancouverisland r/victoriabc r/nanaimo r/newwest r/mission r/gulfislands /r/bowenisland r/pemberton r/whistler r/pacificNorthwest r/mapleridge r/cascadia r/squamish r/surreybc r/thecoast r/burnaby /r/northvan Communities r/vancouverphotos r/vancouvernerds r/vancouverentrepreneur r/vancouverbuysell r/vancouverdating r/vancouverents r/foreveralonevancouver r/bcfilmmakers r/vancouverMusic r/vancouverFood r/vancouvercycling r/vancouverhiking r/vancouverslothing r/vanjerk r/vanhomebrewing Sports r/canucks r/bc_lions r/whitecapsfc r/meetupcanada a community for 6 years message the moderators MODERATORS Ivan_A_DMocracy rehxdon't look now! mcanteloni let the dogs out tbow2000Wiki/CSS mod kmaddon't use cable locks bobdobbsisdeadTrolljegeren AutoModerator lsd_learning kissnellieex-vancouverite soupyhandsSouth of the river satisfied?yesno thanks for your feedback! δ converted query to cloudsearch syntax: (and (or (field text 'b.c.') (field text 'bc') (field text 'british columbia')) (or (field text 'teachers') (field text 'teachers\'')) (or (field text 'strike') (field text 'labour'))) previous search limit my search to /r/vancouver use the following search parameters to narrow your results: subreddit:subreddit find submissions in "subreddit" author:username find submissions by "username" site:example.com find submissions from "example.com" url:text search for "text" in url selftext:text search for "text" in self post contents self:yes (or self:no) include (or exclude) self posts nsfw:yes (or nsfw:no) include (or exclude) results marked as NSFW e.g. subreddit:aww site:imgur.com dog see the search faq for details. advanced search: by author, subreddit... sorted by: relevance relevancenewhottopcomments links from: all time this hourtodaythis weekthis monththis yearall time 1 23 24 25 BC Teachers Strike (self.vancouver) submitted 3 years ago by topazsparrow 163 comments sharecancel sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on loading... 2 88 89 90 BC Teacher's Strike: Vince Ready walks out on talks, saying sides are too far apart. (cbc.ca) submitted 1 month ago by TrevorBradley 191 comments sharecancel loading... 3 6 7 8 B.C. teachers' strike: Students walk out despite warnings (cbc.ca) submitted 4 months ago by pfakDowntown Vancouver 124 comments sharecancel loading... 4 66 67 68 B.C. teachers' strike: Premier's tweets blaming teachers add fuel to fire (cbc.ca) submitted 1 month ago by VelvetJustice 80 comments sharecancel loading... 5 46 47 48 B.C. teachers' strike: Union calls for binding arbitration - British Columbia (cbc.ca) submitted 1 month ago by dungeondad 96 comments sharecancel loading... 6 43 44 45 B.C. teachers to continue rotating strikes next week (bc.ctvnews.ca) submitted 4 months ago by roflazers 107 comments sharecancel loading... 7 58 59 60 Tentative deal reached in B.C. Teacher's Strike (cbc.ca) submitted 21 days ago by VonPursey 6 comments sharecancel loading... 8 8 9 10 B.C. teachers' strike: time for binding arbiration says Vancouver School Board (cbc.ca) submitted 3 months ago by dustindaunceyLangley 40 comments sharecancel loading... 9 21 22 23 B.C. teachers' strike: students with failing grades 'bumped' to a pass (cbc.ca) submitted 3 months ago by BisclavretJapadogs, all day every day. 23 comments sharecancel loading... 10 4 5 6 General strike? (self.vancouver) submitted 26 days ago by bubblesqueak 47 comments sharecancel loading... 11 23 24 25 B.C. teachers seek approval for 8 day strike. Please find the middle ground for the common good. (cbc.ca) submitted 2 years ago by cheeseice 106 comments sharecancel sorry, this has been archived and can no longer be voted on loading... 12 3 4 5 B.C. teachers' strike: Tensions flare at Vancouver rally (cbc.ca) submitted 22 days ago by Xinfindel 31 comments sharecancel loading... 13 11 12 13 BC Teacher's Strike: What is the "Deal"? (self.vancouver) submitted 19 days ago * by Daimou43 22 comments sharecancel loading... 14 22 23 24 B.C. teachers' strike: Talks underway at Richmond hotel - British Columbia (cbc.ca) submitted 23 days ago by leonardolinny 21 comments sharecancel loading... 15 5 6 7 B.C. teachers' strike: students brace for another week without classes (cbc.ca) submitted 29 days ago by MishieruChanTeenage Vancouverite 23 comments sharecancel loading... 16 0 1 2 B.C. teachers' union will vote to end strike if province agrees to binding arbitration (bctf.ca) submitted 29 days ago by HuffPostBC 76 comments sharecancel loading... 17 1 2 3 What can I/we do to help the BC teachers strike come to an end? (self.vancouver) submitted 27 days ago by UnorthodoxTactics 18 comments sharecancel loading... 18 33 34 35 B.C. parents to get $40 per day to defray child care costs if teachers' strike goes into September. (vancouversun.com) submitted 2 months ago by NefariousLandShark 142 comments sharecancel loading... 19 25 26 27 A look at the media coverage of the BCTF vs BCPSEA dispute (self.vancouver) submitted 4 months ago * by BCShopTeacher 26 comments sharecancel loading... 20 5 6 7 Teachers strike: support for government, union tied; BC parents resigned to no school Tuesday (angusreidglobal.com) submitted 1 month ago by NefariousLandShark 8 comments sharecancel loading... 21 2 3 4 A Rough Guide To E80 And The B.C. Teachers' Strike (huffingtonpost.ca) submitted 24 days ago by ruddiger22 3 comments sharecancel loading... 22 0 1 2 'Strike imminent': B.C. teachers' union asking for a $5,000 signing bonus on top of eight per cent wage increase (ctvnews.ca) submitted 3 months ago by Wallawalla77 7 comments sharecancel loading... 23 9 10 11 Is privatization of the education system the real goal of the BC Liberals? (self.vancouver) submitted 26 days ago by khed 35 comments sharecancel loading... 24 2 3 4 B.C. teachers' strike: BCTF President Jim Iker on tentative deal LIVE@ 4:30 PST (cbc.ca) submitted 20 days ago by leonardolinny comment sharecancel loading... 25 27 28 29 "I’m a 31 year old firefighter, who was a high school teacher for 4 years. I have been quiet during this strike and listened to all the media coverage. I have heard nothing but mistruths from either sides in this argument. " (self.vancouver) submitted 1 month ago by pfakDowntown Vancouver 60 comments sharecancel loading... view more: next › about blog about team source code advertise jobs help wiki FAQ reddiquette rules contact us tools mobile firefox extension chrome extension buttons widget <3 reddit gold store redditgifts reddit AMA app reddit.tv radio reddit Use of this site constitutes acceptance of our User Agreement and Privacy Policy. © 2014 reddit inc. All rights reserved. REDDIT and the ALIEN Logo are registered trademarks of reddit inc. close this window you'll need to login or register to do that create a new account all it takes is a username and password privacy philosophy we limit data collected about you and your use of the platform, your personal information is never for sale, we use and disclose information to prevent people from abusing the platform, but we never disclose it for any other reason unless required by law. for more information, see our privacy policy. username:try anotheravailable! account recovery email:  (optional)we only send email at your request password: verify password: remember me create account is it really that easy? only one way to find out... login already have an account and just want to login? username: password: remember me recover password login close this window interface language English [en]العربية [ar]Беларуская мова [be]български език [bg]Bosanski [bs]català [ca]česky [cs]dansk [da]Deutsch [de]Ελληνικά [el]English (Australia) [en-au]English (Canadian) [en-ca]English (Great Britain) [en-gb]English [en-us]Esperanto [eo]español [es]español [es-ar]eesti keel [et]Euskara [eu]فارسی [fa]suomi [fi]français [fr]Gàidhlig [gd]עברית [he]मानक हिन्दी [hi]hrvatski [hr]Magyar [hu]Հայերեն լեզու [hy]Bahasa Indonesia [id]íslenska [is] (*)italiano (Italy) [it]日本語 [ja]ಕನ್ನಡ [kn_IN]한국어 [ko]Latin [la]1337 [leet]LOL [lol]lietuvių kalba [lt]latviešu valoda [lv]Nederlands [nl]Nynorsk [nn]Norsk [no]Arrrrrrrr! [pir]polski [pl]português [pt] (*)português [pt-pt]português brasileiro [pt_BR]română [ro]русский [ru]slovenčina [sk]slovenščina [sl]српски језик [sr]Srpski [sr-la]Svenska [sv]தமிழ் [ta]ภาษาไทย [th]Türkçe [tr]українська мова [uk]Tiếng Việt [vi]中文 [zh] (*) incomplete volunteer to translate π Rendered by PID 3713 on app-99 at 2014-10-07 21:43:06.414273+00:00 running ba6f5e0 country code: US.)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "Gr8 event honoring Taiwan ROC w many friends @douglasbing @marvinhunt4bc @KerryLynneFindl @mhlchiu26 @prairiechinois http://t.co/85TUCQsbrI" @John_Yap - 05:40pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7302,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 4, January/February 2006 Let's make affiliation official by Susan Fonseca In March 2003, BCTF members voted 58.1% in favour of a trial three-year affiliation with the BC Federation of Labour. This spring, members will be asked to vote on making a more permanent commitment to the BCFed. Ultimately, teachers will decide whether to end the long engagement period and walk away or to tie the knot with our labour allies. Solidarity for three years, or forever? Teachers will be asked to determine whether our trial affiliation has been valuable in terms of advancing our professional concerns and issues to a broader community. Has membership given us a more effective voice and a broader audience? Have we derived support from others in our coalition who share common problems, interests, and concerns? Have we gained a better understanding of their workplace issues? Have we been able to gain access to alternative communication networks and shape the BCFed’s education policies? Have we been able to advance our professional concerns and gain the kind of public influence we do not have working alone? As a delegate to two BCFed conventions and the New West District & Labour Council, I can attest that the answer to all of these questions is a definite yes. We were given a standing ovation three years ago when our delegation appeared in our blue and white T-shirts, which read "Proud to be a Teacher. Proud to be Affiliated." And this year, Jinny Sims, the first delegate to take the mike, was given a resounding standing ovation for her courageous leadership of our successful job action. There is no doubt that Sim’s consistent and strong leadership inspired our sisters and brothers in the labour movement, or that the solidarity and defiance of individual teachers all around the province earned their respect. But the question we should be asking ourselves is Would we have had the success in standing up to the provincial government on our own without the committed support of our labour allies? The answer to that question really is the litmus test for our next ratification vote. Think back to the picket lines and consider the support offered by members of so many other labour unions including HEU, nurses, postal workers, Telus workers, firefighters, and of course, CUPE. It was the BCFed that took our responsbility for the rally in Victoria, and it was the actual walkouts or threat of walkouts by other unions around the province in support of teachers that got the government to call Vince Ready to mediate. When the courts prohibited our strike pay, it was the Federation of Post-Secondary Educators’ Association who set up the Feed the Teachers fund. And in Langley, Telus workers who had been locked out for three months, offered eight boxes of groceries for our local food drive for teachers and CUPE workers. This broad support was both nourishing and uplifting and showed that solidarity is not just an abstract concept. It’s hard to imagine after our experiences of the past three years, that teachers would vote to withdraw from the BC Federation of Labour. I hope teachers will acknowledge the solid support we’ve been given by our fellow affiliates with an overwhelming vote to stay right where we belong. Let’s make it official this time. Susan Fonseca is vice president of the Langley Teachers’ Association. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=25442,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > March 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 5, March 2012   Book review: The good life of teaching? An ethics of professional practice By Patrick Kenney   Chris Higgins, Wiley-Blackwell, 2011 The profession of teaching has always been understood as an altruistic undertaking, one in which men and women selflessly give of themselves to enrich the lives of others. In common with the other so-called ‘helping professions,’ teaching is seen as a calling that pivots on the twinned notions of self-denial and duty. From the first days of teacher education to retirement, the unvarying message directed at teachers is that of subordinating oneself in the service of others. For teachers, the “other” (in essence, the child) is always front and centre. Rewards that the teaching profession may bring to a teacher include inspiring students, observing their educational progress, and performing diligently those duties that their professional role demands. The teacher is always consigned to the role of the self-denying public servant in the service of a noble, higher calling, one which must always trump the teacher’s own sense of self. Chris Higgins thinks that society needs to re-conceptualize this understanding of the teaching life, and acknowledge that teachers have personal interests and needs that, when fulfilled, enhance the act of teaching. In The Good Life of Teaching, Higgins articulates a way in which teachers can reconcile both concern for others while pursuing their deepest values and conceptions of self-fulfillment. Higgins wants the practitioner to think of “teaching as itself an ongoing conversation with the world” (12). It is this conversation that sustains a teacher’s on-going self-cultivation. Higgins is working within a neo-Aristotelian tradition of virtue ethics, and maintains that “Restoring to its central place the question of the flourishing of the practitioner is the first step in constructing a virtue ethics of teaching” (10). His fundamental strategy is to retrieve an older, more fruitful form of ethical deliberation. He follows Bernard Williams’ distinction between ethics and morality, arguing that modern conceptions of morality, whether Kantian or utilitarian, are incapable of addressing the central ethical questions: Who should I be? How should I live? What constitutes human flourishing? In brief, moral theory lacks the conceptual resources to address the Socratic question, “What is the good life and how can I best achieve it?” This constricted conception of the normative domain is what Williams calls “morality,” while “ethics” is the name he reserves for the older and broader tradition of thinking about such normative questions. Because morality fails to address the question of how, ideally, one should live a life, it is myopic, focusing on “what it is right to do rather than on what it is good to be” (Higgins quoting Charles Taylor, p. 21). Moreover, a single concept has come to dominate moral thinking, that of obligation, a development that impoverishes our vocabularies of “admiration and disdain” (27). The author faults morality for its “distortion of practical reasoning, its convolution of moral psychology, and its drastic collapse of the richness and range of ethical considerations into the black hole of obligation” (31). Higgins argues that an older, eudaimonistic system of classical ethics, where “our moral sources lie outside of us” (32), provides a richer moral psychology, one that better comports with the ethical dimensions of life as we experience it. Whereas morality places all deliberations on a Procustean Bed of obligation, the ethical conception understands life “as inevitably tragic in the sense that we are constantly confronted with choices, choices in which something good will be left undone” (28). And while both morality and ethics afford rationality a central place, it is only ethics that views reason substantively, rather than merely procedurally. Ancient conceptions of reason involve “knowledge of what is good and a perceptual ability to see what those goods might mean in concrete situations” (27). This results in “practical wisdom…letting one’s ideals dictate what is salient in a situation even as one lets the specificity of the situation inform our ideals in ways we could not have anticipated” (27). Drawing on a tradition of substantive ethics allows for an establishment of an “areatic professional ethics,” which is to say an ethics that connects the question of “why practice x (carpentry, nursing, law, teaching, etc.) with the question ‘how should I live?’” (63). Thus can practices be made the site of self-cultivation. Drawing on the work of MacIntyre, Dewey, Arendt, Gadamer, and others, Higgins constructs an ethics of practical life, showing how practical activities in the workplace can provide practitioners with various forms of satisfaction and self-realization. It is the good derived from within the practice itself that allows the practitioner to thrive. If this sounds odd to our ears, it may be because the professions generally, the ‘helping professions’ in particular, are wedded to an altruism so severe that it always borders on asceticism. What…critics of modern morality offer are resources precisely for avoiding this dichotomy between base self-interest and self-sacrifice in the name of others (63). It is the notion of a practical wisdom rooted in the world of work that animates Higgins’ conception of a virtue ethics of teaching. This vision is perhaps best captured in his call for a renewed understanding of teacher education: To conceive of teacher education as a process of ongoing liberal learning about and for education, to organize teacher education around the virtue of practical wisdom, is to call for teachers who will think critically about the social fabric they have been enlisted to renew, teachers who will be able to respond perceptively and flexibly to new situations. The education intellectual, the teacher of practical wisdom, pursues her craft as part of her quest to ‘suck out all of the marrow of life’. In her achieved and on-going self-cultivation, she reminds her students what it means to be an educated person, some of the ways one may solve the dilemmas of self-hood, what it might be worth growing into (278). Higgins has given us a rich starting point for re-conceptualizing the occupation of teaching. By employing the conceptual resources afforded by an older and more fertile conception of ethics, he has shown how teachers, while serving others, might also flourish and discover the good life within the practical, everyday world of their profession.  Patrick Kenney, School of Education, Thompson Rivers University, Kamloops   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13718,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 1997 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 10, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 1997 President's Message I wish every teacher in the province could be president of the BCTF for one day. You would share my pride in the variety of work our union undertakes on behalf of our profession. One of the most enjoyable assignments I have is visiting locals. I’ve recently visited Vernon, Saanich, Cranbrook, Revelstoke, West Vancouver, and New Westminster. There are many commonalties among B.C. teachers and schools. The equity that characterizes B.C. schools is easily seen. It is hard to tell the difference between schools in urban areas and those in rural areas, or those in affluent districts and those in depressed communities. The teachers are highly qualified and deeply committed to their profession. Another commonality is underfunding. I hear about larger classes, scarce resources, and unattended needs of integrated students. In their classrooms and their personal lives, teachers are suffering the consequences of underfunding. More than one teacher has asked me whether the BCTF collects data on the impact of increased workload on the divorce rate. At induction ceremonies, I review with new teachers the BCTF’s contribution to improving the working conditions for teachers. Their eyes widen when colleagues remember classes of 40 and more or recall when elementary teachers had no prep time and pregnant teachers had to resign their jobs. With so many of our rights under assault at the bargaining table, we must remember it was the BCTF that championed and secured virtually every workplace improvement. At each meeting, I ask who in the group taught the largest class. Until recently, the record was 47 students in a Kindergarten class. In Revelstoke, a colleague recalled a Grade 4/5 class with 52 children. There are those who would like to see us teach such crowds again. Kit Krieger Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141006,globalnews.ca,http://globalnews.ca/new-brunswick/,New Brunswick News | Weather & Traffic - Sports | Breaking News Your Region: National BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg On TV: Global National Sections National National sections Locals Local sections Watch Watch sections Search Canada Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released Sections Health Money Consumer Tech Entertainment Environment Science Lifestyle Sports Featured Canada World Politics Investigations Canada Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released Your Region National Change BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg News Video Weather Traffic Contests Event Calendar Contact Us Flyers Jump to a Region National BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Atlantic Fashion Week sneak peek Schedule NowGlobal National 7:00pmEntertainment Tonight More Programs Morning News Evening News News Final Weekend News More Personalities Ron Kronstein Rebecca Lau More Health How does Ebola spread? Entertainment 20 memorable TV theme songs Canada Spotify officially launches in Canada Sports Chan to skip figure skating season Canada Magnotta admits to killing Jun Lin, but pleads not guilty News Doug Ford gains, Tory still leads: poll Crime Europol: More than 1,000 arrested in crackdown Canada BlackBerry unveils Passport smartphone Trending Decision NB Shellshock enterovirus D68 Ebola outbreak Moncton RCMP Israel-Gaza conflict Iraq conflict Ukraine Crisis Top Story 2 hours ago Three cases of enterovirus confirmed in Fredericton Adults who work with young children say they’re taking three confirmed enterovirus cases in the Fredericton area very seriously. Continue reading → Top Story 6 hours ago Explosion at UNB lab in Fredericton injures 2 Fire and emergency officials are at the University of New Brunswick campus in Fredericton after reports of an explosion at a chemical engineering building. Continue reading → Latest News nbpoli 2 hours ago New Brunswickers looking to Gallant to keep immediate promises By Laura Brown Video Journalist Some New Brunswickers are keeping a watchful eye on “immediate” promises premier-designate Brian Gallant made during the election campaign. Continue reading → nspoli 4 hours ago Nova Scotia pens land use agreement for canal The Nova Scotia government has signed a land agreement that it says will preserves public access to a portage route regularly used by paddlers who canoe on the Shubenacadie Canal. Continue reading →   What is this? Branded content is written by or on behalf of our sponsor and not by Global News' editorial staff. If you'd like to learn more... What is this ? X What is this? Branded content is written by or on behalf of our sponsor and not by Global News' editorial staff. If you'd like to learn more... More stories below Ebola 23 mins ago Nurse in Spain is 1st Ebola infection outside West Africa A Spanish nurse who treated a missionary for the disease at a Madrid hospital has tested positive for the disease, according to a Spanish health official. Continue reading → Evening News Halifax 4 hours ago Environmental group criticizes fracking bill A coalition of environmental groups opposed to hydraulic fracturing in Nova Scotia says legislation that would ban the practice is seriously flawed. Continue reading → nbpoli 4 hours ago New Brunswick Liberals to reduce cabinet size New Brunswick’s premier-designate says he will have five fewer cabinet ministers than his predecessor, a move he says is intended to show that his government recognizes the need to cut costs. Continue reading → Michael Phelps 37 mins ago USA Swimming suspends Michael Phelps for 6 months USA Swimming has suspended Michael Phelps for six months, forced him to withdraw from next year’s world championships. Continue reading →   What is this? Branded content is written by or on behalf of our sponsor and not by Global News' editorial staff. If you'd like to learn more... What is this ? X What is this? Branded content is written by or on behalf of our sponsor and not by Global News' editorial staff. If you'd like to learn more... missing and murdered Aboriginal women October 3, 2014 5:33 pm Moncton vigil remembers missing and murdered aboriginal women By Alexandra Abdelwahab Video Journalist A Sisters in Spirit ceremony was held at NBCC Moncton on Friday to commemorate the national day recognizing missing and murdered aboriginal women. Continue reading → Features October 3, 2014 5:14 pm Maritime cartoonist releases New Brunswick book By Shelley Steeves Senior Correspondent Most people in the Maritimes are familiar with Michael de Adder’s edgy editorial cartoons. His sketches can be seen in daily newspapers across the Maritimes and Canada. Continue reading → More stories below Phoenix 46 mins ago Boy left in car during church choir practice dies A 3-year-old boy has died a day after being left in a hot car for several hours while his mother and a family friend were in church for a choir practice, police said Monday. Continue reading → Moosehead Breweries October 3, 2014 3:52 pm Moosehead layoffs show need for focus on jobs: Gallant New Brunswick’s premier-designate says layoffs announced by Moosehead Breweries are a reminder why his government’s priorities need to be jobs and the economy. Continue reading → New Brunswick Election 2014 October 3, 2014 1:36 pm Ed Doherty confirmed as Saint John Harbour winner in election recount Liberal Ed Doherty has been confirmed as the winner in the riding of Saint John Harbour in last week’s provincial election. Continue reading → Luka Magnotta 1 hour ago Magnotta brought home mystery man a week before killing, court hears Luka Magnotta brought home a man with dark hair less than one week before he killed Jun Lin in his bachelor apartment in May 2012, a court in Montreal heard Monday. Continue reading → David Coon October 3, 2014 11:59 am Gallant says Greens should have official party status New Brunswick premier-designate Brian Gallant says he supports giving the Greens official party status in the legislature now that they’ve elected their first-ever member. Continue reading → Bell Canada October 3, 2014 10:02 am Bell Canada acquires stock needed to take Bell Aliant private Bell Canada has received more than 90 per cent of the publicly held common shares of Bell Aliant and will now move to acquire the rest under a $3.95-billion privitization plan announced in July. Continue reading → GM Recall 2 hours ago GM uses Facebook, calls to get recalled cars fixed Eight months after General Motors began recalling more than 2 million cars because of a deadly ignition-switch defect, less than half the owners have gotten their vehicles fixed. Continue reading → Load More Stories Popular Now Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released 20224 How does Ebola spread? 5 things you need to know 18659 Accused Madeleine McCann Twitter troll found dead 9985 Ebola: 5 reasons why an outbreak is highly unlikely in Canada 7298 UPDATE: What’s the best, cheapest Canadian cellphone plan out there? 5891 Featured Content Canada Halifax group unveils project to honour missing, murdered aboriginal women By Natasha Pace Reporter The Mi’kmaw Native Friendship Centre in Halifax unveiled a unique project on Friday to honour the more than 1,000 missing or murdered aboriginal women in Canada. Continue reading → News Maritime RCMP officer recognized for efforts to combat impaired driving By Shelley Steeves Senior Correspondent A Maritime RCMP officer has made his community proud by winning a prestigious national award Continue reading → Health Toronto hospital testing patient for possible case of Ebola A patient at a Toronto hospital is being tested for Ebola as well as other possible illnesses. Continue reading → Sports Artificial turf at Women’s World Cup in Canada is a ‘real shame’ Putting in real grass pitches for the 2015 Women’s World Cup in Canada would cost $2 million to $3 million at most, according to a lawyer representing a group of elite players. Continue reading → Consumer High levels of formaldehyde found in Chinese-made floors sold in North America Chinese-made flooring sold in North America has high levels of formaldehyde – a known carcinogen – according to tests done by the Hardwood Plywood and Veneer Association. Continue reading → Canada Price check: Walmart still cheapest versus Target, Loblaw Target is taking fresh aim at Canadian shoppers this fall, offering better prices to woo them back. We did our own price check on a basket of items. Continue reading → Highlights 3 retired firefighters die of 9/11-related illnesses in 1 day The Fire Department of New York says three retired firefighters who worked at ground zero have died on the same day from 9/11-related illnesses. Continue reading → Email alerts Sign up for FREE daily Globalnews.ca newsletters and breaking news alerts Email Address National Daily News National Breaking News By clicking on the submit button, I have read, understood and agreed to our privacy policy Twitter Follow global_nb 2 hours ago Global New Brunswick @Global_NB Three cases of enterovirus confirmed in Fredericton globalnews.ca/news/1601079/t… by @brionglobal 2 hours ago Global New Brunswick @Global_NB New Brunswickers looking to Gallant to keep immediate promises globalnews.ca/news/1601011/n… By @01LBrown 2 hours ago Global New Brunswick @Global_NB RT @brionglobal: Adults working with children determined to keep enterovirus at bay with regular cleaning @Global_NB pic.twitter.com/GGbxJhIahc Jump to a Region BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Connect Facebook Twitter Google+ RSS Contact Us Global News About Us Privacy Policy Principles & Practices Terms & Conditions Copyright Shaw Media Advertise Open Data © Shaw Media Inc., 2014. All rights reserved. Follow Follow “Global News” Get every new post delivered to your Inbox. Join 3,820 other followers Powered by WordPress.com Shaw Connect Expand News Entertainment Entertainment Home Celebs Movies TV Music Living Lifestyle Food Home & Living Sports Money Tech Travel Breaktime Autos Watch TV Online All Sites Global Global News Food Network HGTV History Television Showcase Slice DTOUR ET Canada National Geographic Movietime Lifetime H2 DIY Action NG Wild Mystery IFC BBC Deja Vu Twist)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media jthornthwaite last tweet "Read #BC's Blueprint in English, Punjabi, Chinese & French! http://t.co/cUCdVsL7BA #findyourfit #diverse #northvan http://t.co/cUCdVsL7BA" @jthornthwaite - 07:37pm Follow @jthornthwaite BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11992,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2001 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 13, Number 4, Jan./Feb. 2001 “Rank ranking” rash by Aaron Gillett Alfie Kohn seems to be a misguided paladin of a movement afoot, or underfoot, rather. His article “Rank rankings” (Teacher, Nov./Dec. 2000) reeks of poor thought, posturing, and prejudice. For starters, Kohn writes, “A lot of schools that may not look good on standardized tests are actually far superior in the way they energize students and help them to become proficient thinkers.” Now, I’m not entirely sure what he is saying because “A lot” is not a word. A weak start to his argument, but I think I can see the vague direction in which his limp lance of thought is wavering. Kohn continues to claim “that’s not the same thing, necessarily, as being able to bubble in the right oval.” A few problems here. On the simple side, Kohn reduces standardized tests to mere bubbles that need colouring. He tries to hint that tests require no skills and require no thought. The first of many cellophane arguments—flimsy and easy to see through. Kohn fallaciously assumes that a teacher can only teach students to (a) think sharply or (b) think to mindlessly pass a mindless test. Ridiculously, Kohn believes it is one or the other; both cannot be taught. As a practising English teacher, I know from personal experience that both can be taught. Take the English 12 exam, for example. My students will have to read a story, and I know there is a good chance they will have to answer a character-analysis question. I teach my students to answer character-analysis questions, and I make them think critically at every stage of the answer, from reading intelligently to writing their thoughts in the most powerful format. All of these skills are useful outside the classroom. Before I began teaching Grade 12, I took the time to study provincial exams until I knew what was wanted and how to teach both content and critical thinking. For those who believe they cannot teach both content and critical thinking, here is a list of what it takes to be a critical thinker, courtesy of Roland Case and LeRoi B. Daniels: background knowledge, critical-thinking vocabulary, thinking strategies, criteria for judgment, and habits of mind. To help people like Alfie Kohn along, here is some additional direction from Case and Daniels: “We believe there is no direct or necessary connection between ‘higher-order’ operations and critical thinking. Trying to understand a difficult text or lecture is not a rote transfer of information but may involve elaborate and thoughtful recourse to decoding strategies, habits of mind, and background knowledge.” Kohn’s article degrades. He snorts out assumptions (unsupported) hoping we will believe they are facts. Apparently, the thoughtless act of colouring bubbles will tell you how big your house is. Sounds like reading tea leaves; maybe Kohn is finding his information in gypsy china shops. Even worse, he declares that bubble tests definitely cause poorer teaching and cause “more kids [to] drop out.” I have not yet taught in a school that has been ruined by these tests; in fact, two days ago, a colleague told me how she was improving her teaching because of the tests. The results pointed out an area in which she needs to improve, and she is grasping the challenge by the horns. Like my colleague, I encourage openness and the evaluation of my practices. As a young teacher, I work extra hard to develop my teaching methods and materials. Aaron Gillett is a teacher on call, Creston. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=32073,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > March 2014 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 26, Number 5, March 2014   Classified ads  TRAVEL/VACATION SOUTH OF FRANCE villa in lively, lovely market town of Limoux. 4 bdrms. 2 bath. Sleeps 8. All mod cons. Near lake and river swimming and historic Carcassonne. Great rates. Deep discounts for long-term, off-season. www.southoffrancerental.com  FRANCE Ultimate vacations, privately owned, beautiful furn. 1 bdrm. central Paris. Wkly/mthly. 604-738-1876, 604-879-4936, irene.roland@gmail.com www.ultimateparis.com  MAUI, KIHEI Privately owned, fully furn. 2 bdrm, 2 bath condo, across from Kamaole Beaches. Great complex, Great location. 250-598-6955. FRANCE Alsace and Vosges Mountains, 3 bdrm. heritage house on wine route, furnished, modern kitchen, 45 min. from Germany, 35 min. from Switzerland. C$550/wk., mano936@gmail.com  ENGLAND The Cotswolds, cottage suitable for two people. Gorgeous, country walks and history at your doorstep. Minimum 2 weeks. Email: lynette@coulter.plus.com  PUERTO VALLARTA Bright, clean, quiet, 1 bdrm., 2 blks from beach, downtown, $350/wk., $895/mo. (May-Oct.), $1,395/mo. (Nov.–April). 604-608-4268, dbemc@hotmail.com  GULF ISLANDS Deluxe waterfront cottage, 1 bd./sleeps 4, winter and summer rates, call Alma 250-629-3008, www.ainsliepointcottage.com  FRANCE Alsace wineroute near Strasbourg, large 2 bdrm. apartment. Balcony overlooking river, beamed ceilings, much charm. Contact morrow.gr@gmail.com  GREECE Charming, 1 bdrm. apartment on Mediterranean Sea. Fully equipped, including air conditioning. Contact morrow.gr@gmail.com  MAUI Great S Kihei location, 1 bdrm. with ocean view, across from great beachs. For more information 209-599-5248 or www.maui342.com   SEE EUROPE like you’ve never seen it before! Highly rated tours – Ideal for teachers! www.onelifetours.ca  BAJA San Jose Del Cabo Mexico: Privately owned, fully furnished 1 bdrm. condo on the Punta Sur Golf Course (6th tee) Ocean view. Wkly/mtly. 604-626-8523, eleanoreelton@gmail.com or VRBO #461431 for pics. PUERTO VALLARTA 2 bdrm. condo rental, bfoog13@hotmail.com  WATERFRONT CONDO Birch Bay, WA. 2 bdrm., 2 bath, for week or weekend rentals. Complex has indoor pool, hot tub, games room. $150/night or $900/wk (plus $50 cln. fee) birchbayrentals.com or call Teresa 604-831-4080. FRANCE FRANCE 2014/2015 holiday rental. Well renovated converted barn & stone houses in ancient, traditional vineyard village, SW France. Great walking, cycling, food, wine, Cathar castles. C$776/ C$1067/wk. couple or family/children under 18. Email: mjcapper@hotmail.com Visit: www.ourhouseinfrance.com.au  GABRIOLA ISLAND, BC 2 bdrm. cottage gabriolacottage.netfirms.com or e-mail boysen@shaw.ca 250-247-9883 QUADRA ISLAND Waterfront Beach Cabin or Studio-suite. gfalck@twincomm.ca http:eagle-viewvacationaccommodations.vpweb.ca, 250-285-3682 KOOTENAY LAKE, BC Log Cabin (suite) 60 km north of Creston on the Kootenay Lake. Beach access, boat launch, sauna, Kokanee Spring Golf Resort (10 km), Belfour/Nelson Ferry (13 Km) - $449/wk. Phone Rick 403-714-3037. CHRISTINA LAKE cottage vacation rental. Check online: http://augustwhim.com  DEEP BAY. Waterfront, 2 bdrm cottage, Deep Bay, Vancouver Island, overlooking Denman, Hornby Islands. Relaxing, private. Sleeps 4-6 people, n/s, n/p. Available June to September. 604-939-0121 or email joyce.buckham@shaw.ca  GULF ISLANDS. Quiet secluded home. Spectacular views. Near ocean, close to town. For May & June, 2014, $900/mo. Sleeps 4 with studio. 2 resident cats. talkingtrees@shaw.ca  QUADRA ISLAND. Quiet, private cottage on pristine Village Bay Lake, swimming, fishing, kayaking. Water access only, off the grid. 2 bdrm. with own decks, sleeps 4. July and August, $800/wk. quadraisland@shaw.ca  FOR RENT VANCOUVER Clean, bright, quiet, centrally located condos at Robson & Bute, 1 bdrm. weekly/monthly rates. 604-608-4268, dbemc@hotmail.com  VANCOUVER Beautifully furnished, 1 bdrm. West End apartment for rent. $99/night. bboudreau817@gmail.com  KELOWNA large family home in beautiful lower mission area, close to lake. Avail. July 23–Aug. 23. davidmgeary@gmail.com  RESOURCES PRIVATE DRAWING LESSONS. Bring your passion for drawing to life with artist/teacher Wendy Mould, AFCA. 604-583-4538, wendy@artbywendy.com website: artbywendy.com  SCHOOL ART LESSONS. Don’t spend time preparing art lessons! Quick, easy, and step-by-step art lessons are only a click away. www.schoolartlessons.com  CHOOSE YOUR VOICE by FAST–award-winning, powerful antiracism education program. Curriculm-based FREE teachers’ resource. Grades 6+; ERAC-certified; DOWNLOAD files: www.chooseyourvoice.ca  PARTNER DANCING FOR P.E. Entire classrooms learn the Jive, Salsa, Tango, Waltz and other styles. Available in 4- and 8-lesson units. Average cost: $2/student per hour (class size: 60). Professional instruction. Excellent references. Serving Vancouver and surrounding school districts. Contact Tim. Web: Danzkool.ca Email: danzkool@danzkool.ca Vox/SMS: 778-319-3269 MISCELLANEOUS SCHOOL TATOOS temporary tattoos printed with your school’s art. 1000 Tattoos $129, Free Graphic Service and Free Tattoo Proof. Website: www.schooltattoos.ca, E-mail: info@schooltattoos.ca or call (613) 567-2636. TEACHERS’ TUTORING SERVICE is looking for qualified high school teachers for one-to-one in-home tutoring in all areas of Metro Vancouver. Teachers must be BC Ministry of Education certified. For more information and to apply online, visit our “Join Our Service” page at www.tutor.bc.ca TTS is a non-profit society. TILING & PAINTING. Want to get the job done right? Call Vito. Glass and slate specialist. Indoor, outdoor painting. Serving the Vancouver area since 1996. Call 604-831-4013 or www.tile-rific.ca VARIETY–THE CHILDREN’S CHARITY Working with children is your passion. Leaving a legacy to Variety in your Will for BC’s kids is your gift of a lifetime. There are estate planning benefits too. Contact Peter Chipman or Paul Spelliscy for information. Toll free 310-KIDS (5437) or 604-320-0505 or e-mail peter.chipman@variety.bc.ca  FOR SALE Deeded annual winter week @ Kona Coast Resort, Big Island, Hawaii. $4,950 US. 2bigisland@gmail.com  PSYCHOLOGICAL ASSISTANCE. Drs. Peter Williamson and Robert Wilson, registered psychologists, are seeking referrals from professionals who are experiencing personal or work-related distress. We specialize in relationship problems, depression and anxiety and have a long history of working with educators. For details on our backgrounds, please visit rfwilsonpsychologist.com or www.couples911.org, or referrals can be made directly by calling 604-341-3741 (Dr. Williamson) or 604-831-7792 (Dr. Wilson). Qualified, province-wide services available on Skype or Facetime, contact above for information. PENSION QUESTIONS? Ask Arnie – now retired and available for expert, personal, one-to-one consultation including pension estimates, options, bridge, CPP/OAS, and pension splitting. Reasonable rates. Call Arnie Lambert at 604-354-5624 or e-mail arnielambert@shaw.ca  HOME-BASED TUTORING Referral Agency. Awarding franchises in Kamloops, Kelowna, Nanaimo, Victoria, Comox Valley and Prince George. Good income, flexible lifestyle, proven system. 1-877-ITS-EASY (487-3279) info@schooliseasy.com  SCHOOL IS EASY In Home Tutoring agency is seeking certified teachers in: Lower Mainland, Fraser Valley, Victoria, Comox Valley/Campbell River, Central Okanagan. Forward resume to tutor@schooliseasy.com or call 1-877-ITS-EASY (487-3279) TEACH IN CHINA for 2 or 4 weeks in July 2014. Interested? Check us out at www.china-connection.ca  VOLUNTEER. Are you looking for interesting volunteer work? The UBC Museum of Anthropology offers rewarding opportunities. Email Recruitment Coordinators at volunteers@moa.ubc.ca    Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet ""Everyone laughed when I said I wanted to open a button store" http://t.co/4AVIQWDBfB #smallbiz #entrepreneur" @naomiyamamoto - 06:39pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141007,www.reddit.com,http://www.reddit.com/wiki/faq,faq - reddit.com jump to content my subreddits announcementsArtAskRedditaskscienceawwblogbookscreepydataisbeautifulDIYDocumentariesEarthPornexplainlikeimfiveFitnessfoodfunnyFuturologygadgetsgamingGetMotivatedgifshistoryIAmAInternetIsBeautifulJokesLifeProTipslistentothismildlyinterestingmoviesMusicnewsnosleepnottheonionOldSchoolCoolpersonalfinancephilosophyphotoshopbattlespicsscienceShowerthoughtsspacesportstelevisiontifutodayilearnedTwoXChromosomesUpliftingNewsvideosworldnewsWritingPromptsedit subscriptions front -all -random |  pics -dataisbeautiful -gadgets -AskReddit -food -Jokes -nottheonion -Documentaries -history -funny -creepy -WritingPrompts -UpliftingNews -movies -Fitness -LifeProTips -askscience -nosleep -DIY -books -videos -personalfinance -explainlikeimfive -InternetIsBeautiful -gaming -IAmA -Music -OldSchoolCool -television -philosophy -tifu -aww -GetMotivated -EarthPorn -todayilearned -Showerthoughts -mildlyinteresting -news -photoshopbattles -worldnews -science -Art -space -listentothis -TwoXChromosomes -gifs -Futurology -sportsmore » reddit.com  hot new rising controversial top gilded wiki promoted want to join? login or register in seconds| English use the following search parameters to narrow your results: subreddit:subreddit find submissions in "subreddit" author:username find submissions by "username" site:example.com find submissions from "example.com" url:text search for "text" in url selftext:text search for "text" in self post contents self:yes (or self:no) include (or exclude) self posts nsfw:yes (or nsfw:no) include (or exclude) results marked as NSFW e.g. subreddit:aww site:imgur.com dog see the search faq for details. advanced search: by author, subreddit... remember mereset password login Submit a new link Submit a new text post WIKI TOOLS- recent wiki revisions wiki page list daily reddit gold goal 62% help support reddit reddit gold gives you extra features and helps keep our servers running. We believe the more reddit can be user-supported, the freer we will be to make reddit the best it can be. Buy gold for yourself to gain access to extra features and special benefits. A month of gold pays for 231.26 minutes of reddit server time! Give gold to thank exemplary people and encourage them to post more. This daily goal updates every 10 minutes and is reset at midnight Pacific Time (10 hours, 8 minutes from now). Yesterday's reddit gold goal 94% faqviewhistorytalk Frequently Asked Questions Basics What is reddit? What does the name "reddit" mean? What is that alien / bug thing? Can anyone submit a link? How is a submission's score determined? Why does a dot sometimes show up where the score should be? I made a mistake in my submission title, how can I edit it? What is that number next to usernames? And what is karma? Why should I try to accumulate karma? What can I do to get my submissions noticed? Why don't my submissions show up on the New page? Is reddit available in languages other than English? I want to change my username. Do I have to start a new account? Will you remove something defamatory about me or "my friend" from reddit? Is posting personal information ok? Is posting political campaign information ok? Which staff member should I write to if I have a problem or question? I want to make something with the reddit alien on it. Whom do I contact? What do all of these acronyms mean? Commenting Is there a reference guide for the reddit comment syntax? What does it mean when an asterisk appears next to a comment? How is a comment's score determined? Individual subreddits What are subreddits? How can I find and subscribe to subreddits? How many subreddits can I subscribe to? Do any subreddits have their own FAQs? Moderators What is a moderator? Why does reddit need moderation? Can't you just let the voters decide? What if the moderators are bad? How do you get to be a moderator? How can I tell who moderates a given subreddit? Where can I find more information about moderation? Spam, Cheating, and the Like Is it okay to create multiple accounts? Why isn't my submission / comment showing up? What is the "report" button? What happens when something gets reported? What constitutes vote cheating and vote manipulation? What constitutes spam? Nerd Talk What is reddit written in? Seriously? I heard it was written in Lisp. So what Python framework do you use? Anything we didn't cover? Frequently Asked Questions Basics What is reddit? reddit is a source for what's new and popular on the web. Users like you provide all of the content and decide, through voting, what's good and what's junk. Links that receive community approval bubble up towards #1, so the front page is constantly in motion and (hopefully) filled with fresh, interesting links. What does the name "reddit" mean? It's (sort of) a play on words -- i.e., "I read it on reddit." Also, there are some unintentional but interesting Latin meanings to the word "reddit". Details here. What is that alien / bug thing? That adorable and informative creature is Snoo, the mascot for the reddit community. It is also a registered trademark owned by reddit. You can visit redditalien.com for an archive of its past adventures. Can anyone submit a link? Yes — all you need is an account! However, there is a cap on the posting rate to prevent spamming. This restriction is the same for both reddit gold members and non-gold members. How is a submission's score determined? A submission's score is simply the number of upvotes minus the number of downvotes. If five users like the submission and three users don't it will have a score of 2. Please note that the vote numbers are not "real" numbers, they have been "fuzzed" to prevent spam bots etc. So taking the above example, if five users upvoted the submission, and three users downvote it, the upvote/downvote numbers may say 23 upvotes and 21 downvotes, or 12 upvotes, and 10 downvotes. The points score is correct, but the vote totals are "fuzzed". Why does a dot sometimes show up where the score should be? For the first few hours after a submission is created, the score is not displayed. This is intended to mitigate the bandwagon effect. I made a mistake in my submission title, how can I edit it? Submission titles cannot be edited. However, you can simply delete it and resubmit it. The sooner you do this, the less likely you will lose any votes or comments. What is that number next to usernames? And what is karma? The number next to a username is called that user's "karma." It reflects how much good the user has done for the reddit community. The best way to gain karma is to submit links that other people like and vote for, though you won't get karma for self posts. Why should I try to accumulate karma? Why should you try to score points in a video game? Why should your favorite sports team try to win the championship? Or, to look at things from a less competitive and more altruistic perspective, read what philosophers have said about the matter -- namely, don't set out to accumulate karma; just set out to be a good person, and let your karma simply be a reminder of your legacy. Note: reddit makes no guarantees about attaining Nirvana. Update: A redditor named jumpercable tried to redeem his karma. See how it went (your mileage may vary). What can I do to get my submissions noticed? Remember that adage about not judging a book by its cover? No one actually follows it. So choose your title carefully — make it useful, provide context, and be descriptive. Be careful though, if you're too aggressive it could backfire. Phrases like, "Vote this up to spread the word!" or "AMAZING!" tend to annoy most redditors, who will make sure your post doesn't see the light of day. Why don't my submissions show up on the New page? reddit has a spam filter designed to detect spam posts and automatically remove them. However, legitimate posts are often caught by the filter. If a few minutes go by and your post isn't showing up on the new page of the community where you posted, it has probably been caught by the filter. This is most likely to occur if you are posting to a community that you have not participated in before. Each community has an independent filter, for example /r/help's filter doesn't talk to /r/pic's filter. In order to remove your post from the filter you need to message the moderators (this link can be found in the sidebar on the right-hand in that community, you can also manually compose a message to #communityname) and ask them to check the filter for you. Eventually the filter will "learn" that your posts don't need to be removed. Is reddit available in languages other than English? Yes! In the upper-right corner of the page, there should be a link that says, "English". Click it and you'll get a popup where you can change to another language. I want to change my username. Do I have to start a new account? Yes. Once a user account is created, the username cannot be edited. You can create a new user profile but cannot migrate karma, comment karma or trophies to the new username. Will you remove something defamatory about me or "my friend" from reddit? In light of the protections afforded to online hosts of third party content, such as reddit, we rarely remove such material, but we reserve the right to do so for legal or other reasons. Please note that reddit does not remove posts for containing insults or negative commentary, but leaves such decisions to the moderators of particular communities. Those moderators are not employees of or retained by reddit‚ they are the persons who initiated the particular community and their appointees. While posts that contain such content can be distasteful, reddit is not in a position to arbitrate disputes. Posts should be consistent with the rules of the community to which they are posted. The best way to deal with incorrect information on the Internet is to post the correct information next to it. The reddit community is usually very supportive of such a response, and will likely vote to give the correction greater prominence than the original post. Redditors love a good counterpoint. Is posting personal information ok? NO. reddit is a pretty open and free speech place, but it is not ok to post someone's personal information, or post links to personal information. This includes links to public Facebook pages and screenshots of Facebook pages with the names still legible. We all get outraged by the ignorant things people say and do online, but witch hunts and vigilantism hurt innocent people and certain individual information, including personal info found online is often false. Posting personal information will get you banned. Posting professional links to contact a congressman or the CEO of some company is probably fine, but don't post anything inviting harassment, don't harass, and don't cheer on or vote up obvious vigilantism. Is posting political campaign information ok? Yes. reddit does not discriminate among candidates or differing political viewpoints in any way, nor does it discriminate between political and non-political topics. reddit's terms of service require all users not to violate any law, statute or regulation in the course of their use. reddit provides its basic service to all users without charge and its provision of basic services for free is not a contribution to any candidate, political committee, or political party committee. reddit does not control links to political sites, does not endorse them, and is not responsible for any aspects of those sites. Which staff member should I write to if I have a problem or question? Send a message to /r/reddit.com I want to make something with the reddit alien on it. Whom do I contact? We have a whole page on licensing. What do all of these acronyms mean? Well there are a lot of acronyms in use on reddit, so this is just a list of some of the main ones you'll see. AFAIK means "As far as I know" AMA means "Ask me anything" CMV means "Change my view" DAE means "Does anybody else" or "Does anyone else" ELI5 means "Explain like I'm 5 (years old)" FTFY means "Fixed that for you" IAMA means "I am a" IANAD means "I am not a doctor" IANAL means "I am not a lawyer" IIRC means "If I recall correctly" IMO/IMHO means "In my opinion" and "In my humble/honest opinion", respectively ITT means "In this thread" MRW/MFW means "My reaction when" and "My face when", respectively NSFL means "Not safe for life" (gory or gross content) NSFW means "Not safe for work" (sexual content) OP means "Original poster" (the person who started the thread) [Serious] means "Serious responses only" (commonly used in /r/askreddit and other subreddits now) PSA means "Public service announcement" TIL means "Today I learned" TL;DR means "Too long; Didn't read" YSK means "You should know" Commenting Is there a reference guide for the reddit comment syntax? Yes — the commenting help page explains all the details, pitfalls, and workarounds. What does it mean when an asterisk appears next to a comment? This just means that the commenter has edited it. (On reddit, you can go back and edit your comments in order to fix mistakes, add new information, or be annoying.) How is a comment's score determined? According to the same principles as a submission's score. A comment's score is simply the number of upvotes minus the number of downvotes. If five users like the comment and three users don't it will have a score of 2. Please note that the vote numbers are not "real" numbers, they have been "fuzzed" to prevent spam bots etc. So taking the above example, if five users upvoted the comment, and three users downvote it, the upvote/downvote numbers may say 23 upvotes and 21 downvotes, or 12 upvotes, and 10 downvotes. The points score is correct, but the vote totals are "fuzzed". Individual subreddits What are subreddits? reddit is made up of thousands of sub-communities, each focused on a specific topic. There's a subreddit for science, a subreddit for music, and probably a subreddit for your nearest city. By default, new users are subscribed to a selection of the most popular ones, but you'll get a lot more enjoyment out of the site if you take the time to subscribe to ones that appeal to you. After doing so, the front page will change to show a customized listing tailored to your interests. How can I find and subscribe to subreddits? There are several ways. If you already know what you're looking for, or simply want to browse the list in order of popularity, the reddit search page will be most direct. There are also a number of external, unofficial but authorized sites that provide different interfaces, e.g. metareddit.com, subredditfinder.com, subreddits.org. To see new subreddits as they're created, subscribe to the subreddit /r/newreddits. Finally, to find a random subreddit, visit /r/random. You can browse a subreddit before subscribing to it, and if you decide to join, there's a "subscribe" link on the right side of every page. If you're already subscribed you can click "unsubscribe" to unsubscribe. How many subreddits can I subscribe to? You may subscribe to as many subreddits as you like! However, on any given visit, your frontpage will only select up to 50 subreddits to show you (100 for gold users). This selection is refreshed every 30 minutes. When you view the 'MY SUBREDDITS' dropdown, you are seeing only the current 50 selected. The only place to see all the subreddits you are subscribed to is here. Do any subreddits have their own FAQs? Many do. Check out /r/somesubreddit/wiki to see if your favorite has one. Moderators What is a moderator? A moderator is just a regular redditor like you except they volunteer to perform a few humble duties within a particular community: They configure parameters for the community, like what its description should be or whether it should be considered "Over 18". They set the custom logo and styling, if any. They can mark their own links or comments as the community moderator's submission, which just adds an "[M]" and turns their name green. They can remove links and comments from their community if they find them objectionable or off topic. They can ban a spammer or other abusive user from submitting to their community. (This has no effect elsewhere on the site). They can add other users as moderators. Moderators have no special powers outside of the community they moderate and are not appointed by reddit. Why does reddit need moderation? Can't you just let the voters decide? The reason there are separate subreddits is to allow niche communities to form, instead of having one monolithic overall community. These communities distinguish themselves with a unique focus, look and policies: what's on- and off-topic there, whether people are expected to behave civilly or can feel free to be brutal, etc. One issue that arises is that casual, new, or transient visitors to a particular community don't always know the rules that tie it together. As an example, imagine a /r/swimming and a /r/scuba. People can read about one topic or the other (or subscribe to both). But since scuba divers like to swim, a casual user might start submitting swimming links on /r/scuba. And these stories will probably get upvoted, especially by people who see the links on the reddit front page and don't look closely at where they're posted. If left alone, /r/scuba will just become another /r/swimming and there won't be a place to go to find an uncluttered listing of scuba news. The fix is for the /r/scuba moderators to remove the offtopic links, and ideally to teach the submitters about the more appropriate /r/swimming subreddit. What if the moderators are bad? In a few cases where a moderator has lost touch with their community, another redditor has created a competing community and subscribers have chosen to use the new reddit instead, which led to it becoming the new dominant reddit. If you have an issue with a moderator or the way a subreddit is being run, please first try contacting that moderator to see if it's just a simple misunderstanding. You may contact all of the moderators in a subreddit by messaging /r/[name of subreddit] to appeal a decision. Please keep in mind, however, that moderators are free to run their subreddits however they so choose so long as it is not breaking reddit's rules. So if it's simply an ideological issue you have or a personal vendetta against a moderator, consider making a new subreddit and shaping it the way you'd like rather than performing a sit-in and/or witch hunt. How do you get to be a moderator? If you create a subreddit you will automatically become its moderator. If you'd like to become a moderator of an existing subreddit, ask one of the community's moderators! Many subreddits actively look for volunteers, so feel free to head on over to /r/needamod and see who needs help. If you find an abandoned subreddit, a final option would be to check out /r/redditrequest and make a post requesting to be a moderator. How can I tell who moderates a given subreddit? While visiting that subreddit's front page, there should be a box on the right with the names of all its moderators. If you can't find it, just go to http://reddit.com/r/name-of-subreddit/about/moderators directly. Where can I find more information about moderation? Here. Spam, Cheating, and the Like Is it okay to create multiple accounts? Yes, you can create multiple/throwaway accounts as long as you do not do so to ghost vote your own submissions. Why isn't my submission / comment showing up? Submissions can take a few minutes to appear on the New queue. But it's also possible that a moderator deemed your post to be spam -- or the automatic filtering program did. If you feel this was a mistake, try sending a message to a moderator of the subreddit in question. If they do not respond after a day or so, post a question in /r/help. What is the "report" button? The report button, shown on all links and comments, is an anonymous way for the reddit community to send feedback to the moderators that something is spam or otherwise violates the rules -- for example, pornographic content submitted to a non-adult subreddit, or a .PDF posted to /r/videos. If your reason for reporting is time-sensitive or non-obvious, please leave a reply or send a message to a moderator explaining your reasoning. You can also report spam by submitting the offending user's overview page to the /r/spam subreddit. What happens when something gets reported? It will be reviewed, either by a person or a program. The more people who report it, the more likely some action will be taken. Reporting spam is the single most important thing a user can do to help keep reddit clean. What constitutes vote cheating and vote manipulation? Besides spam, the other big no-no is to try to manipulate voting by any means: manual, mechanical, or otherwise. We're not going to post an exhaustive list of forbidden tactics (lest we give people ideas), but some major ones are: Don't use shill or multiple accounts, voting services, or any other software to increase votes for submissions Don't ask other users to vote on certain posts, either on reddit itself or anywhere else (through Twitter, Facebook, IM programs, IRC, etc.) Don't be part of a "voting clique" or "vote ring" A voting clique is a group of people who send links to their submissions around via message, IM, or any other means, with the expectation of "you guys vote for my stuff and I'll vote for yours." A "vote ring" is a group of people who agree to vote on certain things together, either a specific submission, a user, a domain, or anything like that. Upvote each submission or content for the value of the information in it, a variety of things that you think are interesting and will benefit the community. Cheating or attempting to manipulate voting will result in your account being banned. Don't do it. What constitutes spam? It's a gray area, but some rules of thumb: It's not strictly forbidden to submit a link to a site that you own or otherwise benefit from in some way, but you should sort of consider yourself on thin ice. So please pay careful attention to the rest of these bullet points. If your contribution to reddit consists mostly of submitting links to a site(s) that you own or otherwise benefit from in some way, and additionally if you do not participate in discussion, or reply to peoples questions, regardless of how many upvotes your submissions get, you are a spammer. If over 10% of your submissions are your own site/content/affiliate links, you're almost certainly a spammer. If people historically downvote your links or ones similar to yours, and you feel the need to keep submitting them anyway, they're probably spam. If people historically upvote your links or ones like them -- and we're talking about real people here, not sockpuppets or people you asked to go vote for you -- congratulations! It may not be spam! However, you still need to follow the guidelines for self promotion If nobody's submitted a link like yours before, give it a shot. But don't flood the new queue; submit one or two times and see what happens. To play it safe, write to the moderators of the community you'd like to submit to. They'll probably appreciate the advance notice. They might also set community-specific rules that supersede the ones above. And that's okay -- that's the whole point of letting people create their own reddit communities and define what's on topic and what's spam. If you're thinking of doing any self-promotion on reddit, you might want to read this first. Nerd Talk What is reddit written in? Python. Seriously? I heard it was written in Lisp. It was, but we rewrote it. (Here's why.) So what Python framework do you use? Pylons. You can see our source code if you want. Anything we didn't cover? If you have a question that isn't answered here, you can get near-instant assistance by reading the /r/help FAQ or posting on the /r/help reddit. We also have a list of press contacts available, and a page for those looking to advertise on reddit. If you're new to reddit and want some more information on interesting subreddits, confusing acronyms and so on, try this post.. # Frequently Asked Questions ## Basics ### What is reddit? reddit is a source for what's new and popular on the web. Users like you provide all of the content and decide, through voting, what's good and what's junk. Links that receive community approval bubble up towards #1, so the front page is constantly in motion and (hopefully) filled with fresh, interesting links. ### What does the name "reddit" mean? It's (sort of) a play on words -- i.e., "I read it on reddit." Also, there are some unintentional but interesting Latin meanings to the word "reddit". [Details here.](http://www.reddit.com/r/todayilearned/comments/enesq/til_that_reddit_is_the_latin_word_for_render/) ### What is that alien / bug thing? ![](%%faq-snoo%%) That adorable and informative creature is Snoo, the mascot for the reddit community. It is also a registered trademark owned by reddit. You can visit [redditalien.com](http://redditalien.com "no longer maintained") for an archive of its past adventures. ### Can anyone submit a link? Yes &mdash; all you need is [an account](/wiki/registration)! However, there is a cap on the posting rate to prevent spamming. This restriction is the same for both reddit gold members and non-gold members. ### How is a submission's score determined? A submission's score is simply the number of upvotes minus the number of downvotes. If five users like the submission and three users don't it will have a score of 2. Please note that the vote numbers are not "real" numbers, they have been "fuzzed" to prevent spam bots etc. So taking the above example, if five users upvoted the submission, and three users downvote it, the upvote/downvote numbers may say 23 upvotes and 21 downvotes, or 12 upvotes, and 10 downvotes. The points score is correct, but the vote totals are "fuzzed". ### Why does a dot sometimes show up where the score should be? For the first few hours after a submission is created, the score is not displayed. This is intended to mitigate the bandwagon effect. ### I made a mistake in my submission title, how can I edit it? Submission titles cannot be edited.  However, you can simply delete it and resubmit it.  The sooner you do this, the less likely you will lose any votes or comments. ### What is that number next to usernames? And what is karma? The number next to a username is called that user's "karma." It reflects how much good the user has done for the reddit community. The best way to gain karma is to submit links that other people like and vote for, though you won't get karma for self posts. ### Why should I try to accumulate karma? Why should you try to score points in a video game? Why should your favorite sports team try to win the championship? Or, to look at things from a less competitive and more altruistic perspective, read [what philosophers have said about the matter](http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Karma) -- namely, don't set out to accumulate karma; just set out to be a good person, and let your karma simply be a reminder of your legacy. Note: reddit makes no guarantees about attaining Nirvana. Update: A redditor named jumpercable tried to redeem his karma. [See how it went](http://blog.reddit.com/2009/06/weve-got-mail.html) (your mileage may vary). ### What can I do to get my submissions noticed? Remember that adage about not judging a book by its cover?  No one actually follows it.  So choose your title carefully &mdash; make it useful, provide context, and be descriptive. Be careful though, if you're too aggressive it could backfire. Phrases like, "Vote this up to spread the word!" or "AMAZING!" tend to annoy most redditors, who will make sure your post doesn't see the light of day. ### Why don't my submissions show up on the New page? reddit has a spam filter designed to detect spam posts and automatically remove them. However, legitimate posts are often caught by the filter. If a few minutes go by and your post isn't showing up on the new page of the community where you posted, it has probably been caught by the filter. This is most likely to occur if you are posting to a community that you have not participated in before. Each community has an independent filter, for example /r/help's filter doesn't talk to /r/pic's filter. In order to remove your post from the filter you need to [ message the moderators](http://i.imgur.com/ErkF43T.png) (this link can be found in the sidebar on the right-hand in that community, you can also manually compose a message to #communityname) and ask them to check the filter for you. Eventually the filter will "learn" that your posts don't need to be removed.  ### Is reddit available in languages other than English? Yes!  In the upper-right corner of the page, there should be a link that says, "English". Click it and you'll get a popup where you can change to another language. ### I want to change my username. Do I have to start a new account? Yes. Once a user account is created, the username cannot be edited. You can create a new user profile but cannot migrate karma, comment karma or trophies to the new username. ### Will you remove something defamatory about me or "my friend" from reddit? In light of the protections afforded to online hosts of third party content, such as reddit, we rarely remove such material, but we reserve the right to do so for legal or other reasons. Please note that reddit does not remove posts for containing insults or negative commentary, but leaves such decisions to the moderators of particular communities. Those moderators are not employees of or retained by reddit‚ they are the persons who initiated the particular community and their appointees.  While posts that contain such content can be distasteful, reddit is not in a position to arbitrate disputes.  Posts should be consistent with the rules of the community to which they are posted. **The best way to deal with incorrect information on the Internet is to post the correct information next to it.** The reddit community is usually very supportive of such a response, and will likely vote to give the correction greater prominence than the original post. Redditors love a good counterpoint. ### Is posting personal information ok? NO. reddit is a pretty open and free speech place, but it is not ok to post someone's personal information, or post links to personal information. This includes links to public Facebook pages and screenshots of Facebook pages with the names still legible. We all get outraged by the ignorant things people say and do online, but witch hunts and vigilantism hurt innocent people and certain individual information, including personal info found online is often false. Posting personal information will get you banned. Posting professional links to contact a congressman or the CEO of some company is probably fine, but don't post anything inviting harassment, don't harass, and don't cheer on or vote up obvious vigilantism. ### Is posting political campaign information ok? Yes.  reddit does not discriminate among candidates or differing political viewpoints in any way, nor does it discriminate between political and non-political topics.  reddit's terms of service require all users not to violate any law, statute or regulation in the course of their use.  reddit provides its basic service to all users without charge and its provision of basic services for free is not a contribution to any candidate, political committee, or political party committee.  reddit does not control links to political sites, does not endorse them, and is not responsible for any aspects of those sites. ### Which staff member should I write to if I have a problem or question? [Send a message to /r/reddit.com](http://www.reddit.com/message/compose?to=%2Fr%2Freddit.com) ### I want to make something with the reddit alien on it.  Whom do I contact? We have a [whole page on licensing](/wiki/licensing). ### What do all of these acronyms mean? Well there are a lot of acronyms in use on reddit, so this is just a list of some of the main ones you'll see. *   AFAIK means "As far as I know" *   AMA means "Ask me anything" *   CMV means "Change my view" *   DAE means "Does anybody else" or "Does anyone else" *   ELI5 means "Explain like I'm 5 (years old)" *   FTFY means "Fixed that for you" *   IAMA means "I am a" *   IANAD means "I am not a doctor" *   IANAL means "I am not a lawyer" *   IIRC means "If I recall correctly" *   IMO/IMHO means "In my opinion" and "In my humble/honest opinion", respectively *   ITT means "In this thread" *   MRW/MFW means "My reaction when" and "My face when", respectively *   NSFL means "Not safe for life" (gory or gross content) *   NSFW means "Not safe for work" (sexual content) *   OP means "Original poster" (the person who started the thread) *   [Serious] means "Serious responses only" (commonly used in /r/askreddit and other subreddits now) *   PSA means "Public service announcement" *   TIL means "Today I learned" *   TL;DR means "Too long; Didn't read" *   YSK means "You should know" ## Commenting ### Is there a reference guide for the reddit comment syntax? Yes &mdash; the [commenting help page](/wiki/commenting) explains all the details, pitfalls, and workarounds. ### What does it mean when an asterisk appears next to a comment? This just means that the commenter has edited it. (On reddit, you can go back and edit your comments in order to fix mistakes, add new information, or be annoying.) ### How is a comment's score determined? According to the same principles as a submission's score. A comment's score is simply the number of upvotes minus the number of downvotes. If five users like the comment and three users don't it will have a score of 2. Please note that the vote numbers are not "real" numbers, they have been "fuzzed" to prevent spam bots etc. So taking the above example, if five users upvoted the comment, and three users downvote it, the upvote/downvote numbers may say 23 upvotes and 21 downvotes, or 12 upvotes, and 10 downvotes. The points score is correct, but the vote totals are "fuzzed". ## Individual subreddits ### What are subreddits? reddit is made up of thousands of sub-communities, each focused on a specific topic. There's a subreddit for [science](http://reddit.com/r/science), a subreddit for [music](http://reddit.com/r/music), and probably a subreddit for your nearest city. By default, new users are subscribed to a selection of the most popular ones, but you'll get a lot more enjoyment out of the site if you take the time to subscribe to ones that appeal to you. After doing so, the front page will change to show a customized listing tailored to your interests. ### How can I find and subscribe to subreddits? There are several ways. If you already know what you're looking for, or simply want to browse the list in order of popularity, the [reddit search page](http://www.reddit.com/subreddits/) will be most direct. There are also a number of external, unofficial but authorized sites that provide different interfaces, e.g. [metareddit.com](http://metareddit.com/), [subredditfinder.com](http://subredditfinder.com/), [subreddits.org](http://subreddits.org).  To see new subreddits as they're created, subscribe to the subreddit /r/newreddits.  Finally, to find a random subreddit, visit /r/random. You can browse a subreddit before subscribing to it, and if you decide to join, there's a "subscribe" link on the right side of every page. If you're already subscribed you can click "unsubscribe" to unsubscribe. ### How many subreddits can I subscribe to? You may subscribe to as many subreddits as you like! However, on any given visit, your frontpage will only select up to 50 subreddits to show you ([100 for gold users](http://www.reddit.com/gold/about)). This selection is refreshed every 30 minutes. When you view the 'MY SUBREDDITS' dropdown, you are seeing only the current 50 selected. The only place to see *all* the subreddits you are subscribed to is [here](http://www.reddit.com/subreddits/mine). ### Do any subreddits have their own FAQs? Many do. Check out \/r/somesubreddit/wiki to see if your favorite has one. ## Moderators ### What is a moderator? A moderator is just a regular redditor like you except they volunteer to perform a few humble duties within a particular community: *   They configure parameters for the community, like what its description should be or whether it should be considered "Over 18". *   They set the custom logo and styling, if any. *   They can mark their own links or comments as the community moderator's submission, which just adds an "[M]" and turns their name green. *   They can remove links and comments from their community if they find them objectionable or off topic. *   They can ban a spammer or other abusive user from submitting to their community. (This has no effect elsewhere on the site). *   They can add other users as moderators. Moderators have no special powers outside of the community they moderate and are not appointed by reddit. ### Why does reddit need moderation? Can't you just let the voters decide? The reason there are separate subreddits is to allow niche communities to form, instead of having one monolithic overall community. These communities distinguish themselves with a unique focus, look and policies: what's on- and off-topic there, whether people are expected to behave civilly or can feel free to be brutal, etc. One issue that arises is that casual, new, or transient visitors to a particular community don't always know the rules that tie it together. As an example, imagine a /r/swimming and a /r/scuba. People can read about one topic or the other (or subscribe to both). But since scuba divers like to swim, a casual user might start submitting swimming links on /r/scuba. And these stories will probably get upvoted, especially by people who see the links on the reddit front page and don't look closely at where they're posted. If left alone, /r/scuba will just become another /r/swimming and there won't be a place to go to find an uncluttered listing of scuba news. The fix is for the /r/scuba moderators to remove the offtopic links, and ideally to teach the submitters about the more appropriate /r/swimming subreddit. ### What if the moderators are bad? In a few cases where a moderator has lost touch with their community, another redditor has created a competing community and subscribers have chosen to use the new reddit instead, which led to it becoming the new dominant reddit. If you have an issue with a moderator or the way a subreddit is being run, please first try contacting that moderator to see if it's just a simple misunderstanding. You may contact all of the moderators in a subreddit by messaging /r/[name of subreddit] to appeal a decision. Please keep in mind, however, that moderators are free to run their subreddits however they so choose so long as it is not breaking reddit's [rules](http://www.reddit.com/rules). So if it's simply an ideological issue you have or a personal vendetta against a moderator, consider making a new subreddit and shaping it the way you'd like rather than performing a sit-in and/or witch hunt. ### How do you get to be a moderator? If you create a subreddit you will automatically become its moderator. If you'd like to become a moderator of an existing subreddit, ask one of the community's moderators! Many subreddits actively look for volunteers, so feel free to head on over to [/r/needamod](http://www.reddit.com/r/needamod) and see who needs help. If you find an abandoned subreddit, a final option would be to check out [/r/redditrequest](http://www.reddit.com/r/redditrequest) and make a post requesting to be a moderator. ### How can I tell who moderates a given subreddit? While visiting that subreddit's front page, there should be a box on the right with the names of all its moderators. If you can't find it, just go to http://reddit.com/r/name-of-subreddit/about/moderators directly. ### Where can I find more information about moderation? [Here.](/wiki/moderation) ## Spam, Cheating, and the Like ### Is it okay to create multiple accounts? Yes, you can create multiple/throwaway accounts as long as you do not do so to ghost vote your own submissions. ### Why isn't my submission / comment showing up? Submissions can take a few minutes to appear on the New queue. But it's also possible that a moderator deemed your post to be spam -- or the automatic filtering program did. If you feel this was a mistake, try [sending a message to a moderator](#HowcanItellwhomoderatesagivenreddit) of the subreddit in question.  If they do not respond after a day or so, post a question in [ /r/help](http://www.reddit.com/r/help). ### What is the "report" button? The report button, shown on all links and comments, is an anonymous way for the reddit community to send feedback to the moderators that something is spam or otherwise violates the rules -- for example, pornographic content submitted to a non-adult subreddit, or a .PDF posted to /r/videos. If your reason for reporting is time-sensitive or non-obvious, please leave a reply or send a message to a moderator explaining your reasoning. You can also report spam by submitting the offending user's overview page to the [/r/spam](http://www.reddit.com/r/spam) subreddit. ### What happens when something gets reported? It will be reviewed, either by a person or a program. The more people who report it, the more likely some action will be taken. Reporting spam is the single most important thing a user can do to help keep reddit clean. ### What constitutes vote cheating and vote manipulation? Besides spam, the other big no-no is to try to manipulate voting by any means: manual, mechanical, or otherwise. We're not going to post an exhaustive list of forbidden tactics (lest we give people ideas), but some major ones are: *   Don't use shill or multiple accounts, voting services, or any other software to increase votes for submissions *   Don't ask other users to vote on certain posts, either on reddit itself or anywhere else (through Twitter, Facebook, IM programs, IRC, etc.) *   Don't be part of a "voting clique" or "vote ring" A voting clique is a group of people who send links to their submissions around via message, IM, or any other means, with the expectation of "you guys vote for my stuff and I'll vote for yours."  A "vote ring" is a group of people who agree to vote on certain things together, either a specific submission, a user, a domain, or anything like that.  Upvote each submission or content for the value of the information in it, a variety of things that you think are interesting and will benefit the community. Cheating or attempting to manipulate voting will result in your account being banned. Don't do it.   ### What constitutes spam? It's a gray area, but some rules of thumb: *   It's not strictly forbidden to submit a link to a site that you own or otherwise benefit from in some way, but you should sort of consider yourself on thin ice. So please pay careful attention to the rest of these bullet points. *   If your contribution to reddit consists mostly of submitting links to a site(s) that you own or otherwise benefit from in some way, and additionally if you do not participate in discussion, or reply to peoples questions, regardless of how many upvotes your submissions get, you are a spammer. If over 10% of your submissions are your own site/content/affiliate links, you're almost certainly a spammer. *   If people historically downvote your links or ones similar to yours, and you feel the need to keep submitting them anyway, they're probably spam. *   If people historically upvote your links or ones like them -- and we're talking about real people here, not sockpuppets or people you asked to go vote for you -- congratulations! It may not be spam! However, you still need to follow the [guidelines for self promotion](http://www.reddit.com/wiki/selfpromotion) *   If nobody's submitted a link like yours before, give it a shot. But don't flood the new queue; submit one or two times and see what happens. To play it safe, write to the moderators of the community you'd like to submit to. They'll probably appreciate the advance notice. They might also set community-specific rules that supersede the ones above. And that's okay -- that's the whole point of letting people create their own reddit communities and define what's on topic and what's spam. If you're thinking of doing any self-promotion on reddit, you might want to [read this first](http://www.reddit.com/wiki/selfpromotion). ## Nerd Talk ### What is reddit written in? Python. ### Seriously? I heard it was written in Lisp. It was, but we rewrote it. ([Here's why.](http://blog.reddit.com/2005/12/on-lisp.html)) ### So what Python framework do you use? [Pylons](http://pylonshq.com/).  You can see [our source code](http://github.com/reddit/) if you want. ## Anything we didn't cover? If you have a question that isn't answered here, you can get near-instant assistance by reading the [/r/help FAQ](/r/help/wiki/FAQ) or posting on the [/r/help reddit](/r/help). We also have a list of [press contacts](/wiki/press) available, and a page for those looking to [advertise on reddit](http://www.reddit.com/ad_inq). If you're new to reddit and want some more information on interesting subreddits, confusing acronyms and so on, try [this post](http://www.reddit.com/r/announcements/comments/d73ow/reddit_101_or_click_this_if_youre_new_around_here/).. revision by cupcake1713— 4 months agoview source about blog about team source code advertise jobs help wiki FAQ reddiquette rules contact us tools mobile firefox extension chrome extension buttons widget <3 reddit gold store redditgifts reddit AMA app reddit.tv radio reddit Use of this site constitutes acceptance of our User Agreement and Privacy Policy. © 2014 reddit inc. All rights reserved. REDDIT and the ALIEN Logo are registered trademarks of reddit inc. close this window you'll need to login or register to do that create a new account all it takes is a username and password privacy philosophy we limit data collected about you and your use of the platform, your personal information is never for sale, we use and disclose information to prevent people from abusing the platform, but we never disclose it for any other reason unless required by law. for more information, see our privacy policy. username:try anotheravailable! account recovery email:  (optional)we only send email at your request password: verify password: remember me create account is it really that easy? only one way to find out... login already have an account and just want to login? username: password: remember me recover password login close this window interface language English [en]العربية [ar]Беларуская мова [be]български език [bg]Bosanski [bs]català [ca]česky [cs]dansk [da]Deutsch [de]Ελληνικά [el]English (Australia) [en-au]English (Canadian) [en-ca]English (Great Britain) [en-gb]English [en-us]Esperanto [eo]español [es]español [es-ar]eesti keel [et]Euskara [eu]فارسی [fa]suomi [fi]français [fr]Gàidhlig [gd]עברית [he]मानक हिन्दी [hi]hrvatski [hr]Magyar [hu]Հայերեն լեզու [hy]Bahasa Indonesia [id]íslenska [is] (*)italiano (Italy) [it]日本語 [ja]ಕನ್ನಡ [kn_IN]한국어 [ko]Latin [la]1337 [leet]LOL [lol]lietuvių kalba [lt]latviešu valoda [lv]Nederlands [nl]Nynorsk [nn]Norsk [no]Arrrrrrrr! [pir]polski [pl]português [pt] (*)português [pt-pt]português brasileiro [pt_BR]română [ro]русский [ru]slovenčina [sk]slovenščina [sl]српски језик [sr]Srpski [sr-la]Svenska [sv]தமிழ் [ta]ภาษาไทย [th]Türkçe [tr]українська мова [uk]Tiếng Việt [vi]中文 [zh] (*) incomplete volunteer to translate π Rendered by PID 11420 on app-290 at 2014-10-07 21:51:00.735674+00:00 running ba6f5e0 country code: US.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12850&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2000 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 12, Number 6, April 2000 Time to stop commercialization by Chris Bocking Commercialization is tainting more areas of society all the time. It is becoming difficult to escape no matter where one goes. Sitting in the Swartz Bay ferry terminal parking lot one is confronted with ultra-bright, richly-coloured, fast-paced, and choppily-edited images from an immense TV screen. The back of the fare receipt reminds us that “Coca Cola is always refreshing.” I have written before about the extent of corporate sponsorship in the public school system, and of how the “captive audiences” in our care are being eyed hungrily by the business world. It has become apparent that there is, indeed, a deliberate corporate agenda in place to try to influence those with the most impressionable minds. But direct corporate sponsorship is only one part, albeit an important one, in the commercial scheme of things. Other scenarios, once considered unthinkable, are beginning to surface. At an elementary school in our district there was serious discussion of charging parents to attend a musical production put on by their children. After making costumes, helping with scenery, and practising dialogue with their children, the parents were going to have to pay for the privilege of finally seeing them perform! As I write this it is not known if the teachers and administrators in charge will continue to insist on diluting the pleasure of this fine arts production by making it a crass fund-raiser. Corporate logos are still showing up on children’s clothing, a practise known as “branding.” The image that springs to mind of young calves being seared by hot irons is an unpleasant one, but one that seems apt when one considers the hundreds of times per day that the Nike “swoosh,” for example, is imprinted on children’s retinas, and then into their brains. Wayne Gretzky, known as “The Great One,” gazes out at us from Esso gas pumps and cold cereal boxes as we go about our daily business. His smile seems somewhat tentative, as if he too may be wondering how much money one man really needs. As educators, we can’t do much about retired hockey stars on the grocery store shelves, but we are well-placed to try and minimize, if not eliminate, the commercialization of our schools. The first step is to become aware of the extent to which it is already around us, and to avoid becoming desensitized to it. Think about your own school, and your community. There are, more than likely, many examples of this tide of commercialization around you. The people intent on turning our students into future consumers of their products would like nothing better than to be able to count on our apathy. Chris Bocking teaches at Keating Elementary School, Victoria and is a member of the Teacher Newsmagazine Advisory Board.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=29566,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > April 2013 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 25, Number 6, April 2013   Over 12 years of Liberal interference in bargaining  By David Denyer and Kip Wood   On being elected in May of 2001, the new BC Liberal government acted immediately to bring in legislation designed specifically to limit the ability of teachers to bargain the terms and conditions of their employment. Of the 22 bills that have been enacted in education over the last 12 years, no less than 10 have been directed at bargaining. Five of these bills stand out as being particularly egregious, and have severely restricted teachers’ bargaining rights and frustrated the bargaining process. • Bill 18 (August 2001) made education an essential service  Five weeks after the expiry of the collective agreement with teachers in June 2001, the BC Liberals amended the Labour Relations Code to include education as an essential service. The public was led to believe that there would be no more teacher strikes; however, the legislation put in place a system allowing controlled strikes as defined by the Labour Relations Board (LRB). This did not bring labour peace; instead, it undermined collective bargaining and led to longer, and nastier, disputes. Students of labour history understand that strikes and lockouts are unattractive to both parties in a dispute and hence, are effective mechanisms to break an impasse and conclude a deal. • Bill 28 (January 2002) stripped collective agreements of class-size and key service provisions that teachers have negotiated over many years  It was the Public Education Flexibility and Choice Act (Bill 28, 2002) that was finally deemed to be unconstitutional and invalid by the BC Supreme Court in 2011. Bill 28 stripped the collective agreement of provisions limiting class-size, class-composition, and specialist ratios. More diabolical was the removal of the right to legally bargain these working conditions in the future. (Gordon Campbell: “We are not today contemplating constraining the scope of bargaining,”) Teachers responded to the legislation with a “day of protest” on January 28, 2002. • Bill 12 (October 2005) imposed a 0% contract with no other improvements for two years  With bargaining stalled 15 months after the expiry of the imposed contract, and just five months after a second election majority in May 2005, the BC Liberals interfered again. The Teachers’ Collective Agreement Act (Bill 12, 2005) imposed terms and conditions of employment for a second time in less than four years. This time, teachers mobilized and walked off the job for 10 days in October 2005. • Bill 33 (May 2006) established flexible limits on class size and composition that boards could elect to exceed; the aftermath left thousands of unresolved grievances   Still without a negotiated deal with teachers in the spring of 2006, the Liberal government had another legislative trick. The Learning Enhancement Act (Bill 33, 2006) put class-size and composition limits in the School Act but also set up a toothless consultation process where individual teachers essentially bargained their own individual working conditions with their school principals. For six years, Bill 33 enabled school boards to exceed class-size “limits,” as they were often called by the minister. • Bill 22 (March 2012) imposes a two-year wage freeze and repealed and reintroduced parts of Bills 27/28 that stripped class-size and composition contract language and were ruled “unconstitutional and invalid” by the BC Supreme Court in 2011  The Education Improvement Act (Bill 22, 2012) made the controlled strike illegal, contradicting Campbell’s promise that they would “protect workers’ right to strike.” Bill 22 was often referred to as a “kitchen sink” bill because of what it contained. Most significant in the law was the inclusion of sections already found to be unconstitutional and invalid. The record speaks for itself. The last 12 years have witnessed a relentless attack on fundamental collective bargaining rights and hence the ability of teachers to provide adequate services and learning conditions for all students. The message is clear: Teachers need to regain full, free, collective bargaining rights.   David Denyer, assistant director, BCTF Communications and Campaigns Division; Kip Wood, teacher, Nanaimo    Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/BCTFNews.aspx?id=30826,BCTF News Vol. 19, No.4, September 25, 21013  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development BCTF News archive 2013–14  2012–13  2011–12     2010–11  2009–10    En français  Home > Publications > Newsletters and Alerts > BCTF News > 2013-14 Archive       Volume 19, Number 4, September 25, 2013   In this issue:    Thousands participate in Truth and Reconciliation Education Day   Your rights at work: 1913 or 2013?   Education Brief:  The Learning Improvement Fund(LIF) hasn’t improved learning conditions  Our day in court—Bill 28 remedy hearing still under way   Your link to social justice   Consider joining a BCTF committee    Thousands participate in Truth and Reconciliation Education Day   Beginning with the lighting of the sacred fire at Ambleside Beach and ending with the Walk for Reconciliation on Sunday, September 22, no one could have predicted how deeply and powerfully participants were touched by the week-long reconciliation events.   On Education Day, students learned the truth about residential schools first-hand from survivors and their families. Just as importantly, students also learned why the time for reconciliation, while long overdue, must actively begin now. In a special ceremony, the BCTF’s Project of Heart was showcased in front of a 5,000-member audience as a canoe beautifully covered with Project of Heart tiles, created by BC students, was proudly unveiled.   Many teachers throughout BC accessed the BCTF grant to attend Education Day. Others who work close enough to the venue at the PNE were able to bring their students to events. More than 4,400 students, teachers, and support staff participated in this once-in-a-lifetime learning experience.  “Teachers are committed to teaching the true history of residential schools and commemorating the lives of the thousands of Aboriginal children who suffered an array of abuse and even died as a result of the residential school experience,” said Jim Iker, BCTF president. “These teachers will be able to return home to work within their communities to build new relationships and pass on their knowledge to help other teachers and students address this tragic chapter in Canadian history.”   Your rights at work: 1913 or 2013?  Discrimination is never right regardless of when it happens, but it appears the Greater Victoria School District is trying to push a policy that sounds eerily like something that happened a century ago. Essentially, they want to prevent a teacher from applying for and obtaining a temporary position if the teacher knows they will not be able to work at least half of the duration of the posted position. Realistically, the only people who know they will need to take a planned leave are pregnant women, parents taking long-term parental leave, or people with scheduled medical procedures.   The result of such a policy, which is based on gender and family, means that a specific group of teachers, mostly young women, will have fewer rights than their colleagues. They will miss out on accruing seniority, pension credits, and other benefits. The school district claims that they are addressing classroom disruption.   Jim Iker, in a letter to The Times Colonist on September 24, calls the school board’s policy sexist and a denial of basic human rights. Read his letter in full here.   The Greater Victoria Teachers’ Association is circulating a petition to present to the school district. You can sign the petition here.    Education Brief:  The Learning Improvement Fund (LIF) hasn’t improved learning conditions  The provincial government tried to circumvent the 2011 court decision that said it had to remedy the unconstitutional stripping of our contract by setting up a “Learning Improvement Fund,” claiming it would produce 500 more teachers.   It did no such thing. In fact, in the first year of the LIF (2012–13), schools had 33 fewer FTE teachers than the previous year. The number of special education specialists did increase by 132 FTE. That, however, was offset by a reduction in the regular instruction budget. In the end, there was no increase but a decrease in the number of teachers.   It was a classic bait and switch. Provide more money for special education improvements, but balance that out by having fewer classroom teachers and larger classes. And in these larger classes,  14,885 classrooms had four or more students with designated special needs. Shockingly, 3,500 classes had seven or more students with special needs!   This is the case that BCTF President Jim Iker, made to the Standing Committee of the Legislature on Finance and Public Services on September 20.   BCTF recommendations to the standing committee call for the government to increase funding for the next three years to at least bring BC up to or surpass the national average. On average, students in other provinces get services from $1,000 more per student than BC spends. It also called for stability in the school system that the minister claims to want. That can come if there is adequate funding for reasonable salary conditions, preparation time, and improved classroom conditions.   Click here for the full brief on the BCTF web site.   Our day in court—Bill 28 remedy hearing still under way  BCTF lawyers continue to make our case for a proper remedy for the unconstitutionally stripping of our collective agreement in 2002 and to the legality of Bill 22. The government’s lawyers argue that they consulted adequately with the BCTF in 2012, even though they legislated Bill 22 and the Learning Improvement Fund. Current hearings will wrap up in early October with final arguments slated for November. The judge will then consider the enormous amount of evidence, making a ruling unlikely until the spring. Your link to social justice  What do teachers do with BCTF social justice grant money?  Want a crash course on children’s rights?  Wondering what’s happening with homophobia and sports in schools?  The Committee for Action on Social Justice produces an informative newsletter to keep teachers up to date with issues students are facing and how, as teachers, we can make that qualitative difference in their lives. The newsletter is now available in reader-friendly format on iPads and iPhones. Read the latest Social Justice newsletter here.   The Committee for Action on Social Justice—Antiracism Action Group, Income Security Committee, and the Teachers Teaching on Call Advisory Committee have vacancies. Find out what these committees do and how to apply here.   Consider joining a BCTF committee  The Committee for Action on Social Justice—Antiracism Action Group, Income Security Committee, and the Teachers Teaching on Call Advisory Committee have vacancies. Find out what these committees do and how to apply here.       Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2014/09/will-education-fund-improve-classroom.html,Staffroom Confidential: Will the Education Fund improve classroom conditions? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Wednesday, September 17, 2014 Will the Education Fund improve classroom conditions? The tentative agreement negotiated this week includes an Education Fund which replaces the Learning Improvment Fund (LIF). Will this improve classroom conditions? Not much, if at all. The BCTF did an excellent analysis of the failure of the LIF, which I won't repeat here. But suffice it to say there are four main problems with the LIF: 1. it is about 1/4 of the funding needed for class sizes that match our previous language 2. some of the funding is spent on non-teacher resources 3. there is no method for fair allocation 4. there is no change in how classes are organized The net result is that after several years of the LIF, classroom conditions are worse, not better. The new Education fund only addresses one of these issues - spending on teachers. But this is insufficient to mean the fund will help you in your classroom. Here is the cold hard truth. Dollars In terms of dollars, the new fund will be $80 million per year, instead of $75 million per year. The $400 million figure the BCTF is publishing is for the six years combined. So the increase is a mere $5 million dollars per year for 500,000 students. That is $10 per student per year. The same amount spent on the botched computer system BCeSIS. This is wholly inadequate. The original BCTF bargaining position of $225 million should have been our bottom line. Even that amount is far short of the $330 million removed from the 2002 legislation. Teachers hired? The new fund will be spent exclusively on teachers and this is an improvement. But the BCTF claim that this translates into 850 new positions per year is disingenuous. Firstly, as this REPLACES the LIF, the only new positions are those created by the extra $5 million and the funding that was previously used on Educational Assistants. In my District, the LIF was used to hire 6 additional teachers. With the changes to the Education Fund, this will likely change to 10-15. But as we have 45 schools, this means only 5-10 schools will see an additional teacher. Most school will see no change whatsover. The supposed 850 new positions are really more like 3-400 new positions, and it is really important to understand that these positions are TEMPORARY. Both the Education Fund and the previous LIF were allocated each year on a year-by-year basis. So we will not see new additional teachers each year. Just like the LIF, we will see a couple of new hires in September who are then excess in June, and the process repeats. Allocation of funds As with the LIF, teachers will be consulted, but the District will ultimately make the decision. It has been an unhealthy and destructive process to have teachers and schools arguing over who should get the tiny pot of money. Class composition The new fund does nothing to change how classes are organized. Critically, with inadequate funds, Districts will continue to cluster students with Individual Education Plans into single classrooms and place EAs in those classes. Don't expect any changes to the number of classes with more than three students with an IEP. In the BCTF analysis of the LIF, Larry Kuehn asks "How, then, if 500 teaching jobs were to be created by the fund, did the reported number of FTE teachers in the system actually fall by 33?" I fear with the Education Fund we will be asking the same question. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 7:58 AM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 4 comments: Richard HughesSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:43 AM Your analysis confirms my concern that classroom size and composition were not altered to reflect teacher's demands.ReplyDelete Mad NutmegSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:54 AM I'm not a teacher and trying to wrap my head around all this info about this current agreement. This hardly seems worth the fight teachers had to give. It makes me a little bit more angry that the government couldn't put the effort in 2 summers ago, as this was very doable all along. Anyway, didn't come here to rant. I do not envy the position the teachers are in, but I will respect whatever decision they make. It is a tough one.ReplyDelete BroncoSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:46 AM Christie Clarke would have us believe that both sides, and the public, have won in these negotiations. There has to have been a loser; no doubt it's public education.ReplyDelete Discouraged TeacherSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:59 PM I am a teacher and I am very sad with this current deal. It amazes me how things can be painted for the public to look so good. If you actually do some number crunching on the "large amount" Christie Clarke is wiling to "give" it means peanuts to the individual school and to the children who need it most!ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ▼  September (9) Reflections on the BC Teacher Strike BC Teacher strike - Lessons learned Response to Sandy Garossino Will the Education Fund improve classroom conditio... Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Class composition: a human rights perspective Class size and composition - a short visual histor... Guest post - I WILL HOLD THE LINE Teachers - let your leadership know it is time to ... ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13510&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 20, Number 1, September 2007 From the heart By Charles Hou In October 2005, I received a phone call from the Burnaby School Board. Would I be interested in sitting on a committee to prepare a documentary on the lives of five Burnaby veterans? They were looking for a teacher who could prepare an educational package of materials to accompany the film. Since retiring, I have been trying to put the experiences I acquired in 34 years of teaching social studies to good use. My father was a veteran of the Second World War, and since his death I have regretted not asking him more about his experiences. Here was an opportunity I could not resist. I was hooked after my first meeting with the committee. I was immediately struck by the professional competence and dedication of the committee members. They were committed to producing something of value. They respected my expertise as a teacher, and, most important of all, they promised me access to a colour photocopier and a research budgetneither of which Id had as a teacher. The focus of the project, ably set out by a Burnaby councillor, was to produce a documentary on the lives of five of Burnabys Freemen (outstanding citizens) who were also veterans. The documentary was unique as far as I was concerned. It would focus not only on the war experiences of the veterans, but also on their early years and on what they did after they returned from the war. The councillor wanted to record the veterans experiences before it was too late, and to create a documentary that would focus on citizenship. The latter objective intrigued me. I felt that I had never done a proper job of teaching citizenship. Here was an opportunity to make amends. During my career, I did my best to make Canadian history as interesting as possible to my students. Was it possible to make citizenship interesting and meaningful? As a retired teacher, I now have the time to do the detailed research necessary to find interesting primary sources. I quickly focussed on the lives of the five veterans when they were close to the age of the students. I believed that students would relate to this period of their lives. I first set out to find out why over 750,000 young men volunteered for the hazardous work involved in the armed forces. I looked for clues and high-interest-level primary sources in the University of BC Library and Special Collections, the City of Vancouver archives, the Vancouver Public Library archives, and the City of Burnaby archives. I also interviewed each of the five Freemen and their wives to find out why the five volunteered for service in the armed forces. I wanted the students to compare the reasons suggested by the primary sources with the personal experiences of the Freemen. Three of the Freemen had served in the army, one in the air force, and one in the navy. Experts from Simon Fraser Universitys Learning and Instructional Development Centre searched archives for film that would illustrate and supplement the stories told by the Freemen, and spent over 100 hours filming the men themselves. They eventually produced a powerful documentary. It told the story of the Freemen as young men growing up in the Depression and becoming involved in the war, and of their experiences after they returned to Canada. All of the men were motivated by their experiences to become heavily involved in community affairs designed to make Burnaby a better place. In my opinion, the documentary does a first class job of telling the story of five model citizens. The Freemens prewar and postwar experiences make this war story unique. I am an avid watcher of the History Channel and the CBC, which tend to specialize in war stories around Remembrance Day. I do not remember seeing a documentary that went beyond the veterans wartime experiences. I am confident that students will enjoy the documentary. In my experience as a teacher the students always found a film about Burnaby citizens particularly interesting. However, I think the documentary will also work outside of Burnaby. Every community across Canada has veterans with similar stories to tell. I enjoyed working with a highly motivated group of people on the project, but the best part of my experience was meeting the five Freemen and their families. I saw family photographs, heard their stories, and learned a lot about five outstanding citizens. I hope that other communities across Canada take the time to preserve the experiences of veterans, both men and women, in their communities. It is a rewarding experience. The Burnaby project resulted in documentaries, educational packages of memorabilia, a wonderful web site, www.burnaby.ca/fromtheheart, and a group of interactive games that are useable at both the elementary and secondary levels. The web site includes information on how to order, at cost, DVD or VHS copies of the documentary and hard copies of the Education Kit and Teachers Guide (the materials are also available from Lesson Aids). The project received support from the federal government, and everything was produced in both English and French. A post-release evaluation undertaken by SFU deemed the project a success as an educational resource, and SFUs Learning and Instructional Development Centre project was nominated for an Education Technology User Group Innovation Award in 2007. Charles Hou is a retired Burnaby teacher.)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media jthornthwaite last tweet "Read #BC's Blueprint in English, Punjabi, Chinese & French! http://t.co/cUCdVsL7BA #findyourfit #diverse #northvan http://t.co/cUCdVsL7BA" @jthornthwaite - 07:37pm Follow @jthornthwaite BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "Eid Mubarak to all those celebrating in BC!" @bcliberals - 06:52pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewTeachers.aspx?id=31797,BCTF > Beginning your career as a TTOC  	New teachers  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers Aboriginal Education  Bargaining & Collective Agreements  Français  Health & Safety  New Teachers  Opportunities for Members  Pensions Professional Development  Professional Rights & Responsibility  Provincial Specialist Associations  Salary & Benefits  Teachers Teaching On Call  Teaching Resources  For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > New Teachers > New Teachers' Handbook > Table of Contents   Beginning your career as a TTOC Many teachers are beginning their careers in British Columbia as teachers teaching on call (TTOCs). As a TTOC, you are a very important component of the school system. Few explorers have set out to conquer the unknown with more uncertainty than teachers teaching on call. You may be called at a moment’s notice regarding your teaching assignment: where you will teach, what you will teach, and whom you will teach. All this can be overwhelming unless you keep in mind that, first and foremost, you are a teacher. As a professional teacher doing the job of a teacher teaching on call, you are vital to the effective operation of the school system. No school can run without you! Fortunately you are available to take on this often difficult job. Who are teachers teaching on call?  TTOCs are certificated and qualified teachers who replace a contract classroom teacher for the purpose of continuing the instructional program, maintaining discipline, and generally promoting the educational welfare of the students. There are also more blunt descriptions, descriptions that indicate a great deal about how TTOCs and others perceive their role and their importance to the educational process. The stereotypes  TTOCs are often viewed as: baby sitters—implying that they aren’t expected to do any “real teaching.” expendable—like lambs to the slaughter, thrown to the lions (the students) as some sort of sacrificial offering. stand-ins—replacing the “star” performers when they are unable to perform. spare tires—sitting in the trunk until needed in an emergency. outsiders—“alien beings” from some strange planet, unable to fit into our world. chameleons—old lizards with the uncanny ability to alter their appearance. Thus, when encountered, they are usually addressed as “just a sub”—implying that the TTOC has no training or authority in the classroom. The reality  In the classroom, TTOCs are as legally responsible as any other teacher. TTOCs are not trainees. They are equal in training to many contract teachers. Stress is added to TTOC work by the multitude of unknowns. TTOCs are always eager to hone their management skills as discipline can be the biggest challenge of the day. TTOCs face daily challenges of implementing another teacher’s plan and strategy. The following information is based on a BCTF Research Department Survey on TTOCs conducted in 2008. A new TTOC working and learning conditions survey will be done in the 2013–14 school year. The “typical” teacher teaching on call in BC today  is female—76% of TTOCs are female 41% are under 35 years of age, 28% are 55 years or older most TTOCs teach in urban (42%) or suburban (28%) districts about one-third (30%) of TTOCs teach in rural/remote districts 20% of TTOCs are retired retired TTOCs are more likely to be male (38%) compared to female (15%) 19% of TTOCs have less than one year teaching experience about half (49%) of TTOCs have one to three years teaching experience 70% work as a TTOC only—23% also work in a term teaching position about half (54%) of TTOCs want a permanent teaching position on average, TTOCs worked 70 days in 2007–08 about half (54%) of TTOCs assignments were full-day 28% of assignments were four days in a row 41% of TTOCs had less work than they would like 45% supplemented TTOCs earnings with non-TTOC work about one-third (36%) of TTOCs earned less than $10,000 from TTOCs assignments most (79%) TTOCs earned less than $30,000 from TTOC assignments 27% of TTOCs owed student loans with about half of them owing $20,000 or more. The six most important issues for TTOCs were  hiring procedures: TTOCs feel district hiring is unfairly handled amount of work daily rate and no benefits call out fairness TTOC status among non-TTOC teachers: TTOCs want more recognition and support from the local teachers’ association and contract teachers opportunities to participate in the local. The advantages of being a TTOC  You are able to observe a variety of classroom and school environments. It’s often the route to a full-time position. It “opens the door,” and lets administrators see what you can do. On-call teaching provides flexibility in your working schedule. On-call teaching is interesting and challenging work, offering the chance to exercise knowledge and creativity. On-call teaching provides the opportunity to experiment with different teaching strategies and to become familiar with a variety of resources. You get daily professional development. Teachers teaching on call: Networking in the local  It is important for you as a TTOC to develop a strong support system to tap into for any number of issues/situations and to offset the potential isolation in your job. Find out who your local president is and who the staff reps in the various schools are. They can answer your questions and concerns immediately and provide necessary assistance. Find out if your local has a TTOC committee; if not, consider starting one. Get involved. Your local president can help. Ideas for a local teacher teaching on call committee to pursue  Set up a local phone answering machine with messages, and update regularly. Establish a TTOC phone tree, with a co-ordinator to manage it and initiate messages. Have the local association email materials to teachers teaching on call (newsletters, notices, etc.). Provide teachers teaching on call with mailboxes or bulletin boards in staff rooms. Provide a local teachers teaching on call newsletter or a column in the local association newsletter. Set up a local email listserv, Twitter account, or other social media networking system. Set up a TTOC link on the local website. Write a local newsletter. When items like a bargaining survey are distributed, see that all teachers teaching on call members receive a copy. Arrange for the local association to set up a board for TTOCs at its office for notices related to professional development and curriculum implementation. Provide an orientation session for teachers teaching on call. Establish a teachers teaching on call host teacher in each school to welcome teachers teaching on call and provide any current information the local wishes to pass on to teachers teaching on call. Encourage school staffs to invite teachers teaching on call to school staff functions. Ensure that teachers teaching on call are included in staff representative training. Inform teachers teaching on call of PD opportunities and social activities. Invite TTOCs to induction ceremonies. Encourage the local to provide professional development dollars for TTOC use. Plan TTOC socials and resource swapping events. Plan TTOC workshops through the BCTF Training Department. Sources of support and opportunities for involvement in the BCTF and/or local  The BCTF has a web page for TTOCs. It is bctf.ca/TeachersOnCall.aspx?id=5022. BCTF meetings—be aware of, and become informed about, the provincial Teachers Teaching On Call Advisory Committee (TTOCAC) BCTF website bctf.ca  BCTF Social Justice newsmagazine BCTF workshops—have your local book through the BCTF PSI Division Training Department New teacher and TTOC SURT—have your local book through the BCTF PSI/SURT Training Department Local association meetings—volunteer to serve on, or to develop, a local TTOC committee Teacher newsmagazine BCTF New Teachers’, new TTOCs’, and Student Teachers’ Conference. Annual conference held in the spring. TTOC standing committees at the local level BCTF zone meetings BCTF Annual General Meeting (AGM). School Act requirements to hire certificated TTOCs  In British Columbia, the School Act requires school boards to hire teachers who: hold certificates of qualification are members of the Teacher Regulation Branch. The only exception to this requirement exists when no teacher holding a certificate is available and the assignment is for 20 or fewer consecutive teaching days. In such instances, a non-certificated teacher may be employed. Section 19 of the School Act covers this requirement. It reads as follows: Teacher and administrative officer qualifications  19. (1)  Subject to subsection (2), a board shall not employ a person as a teacher, administrative officer, superintendent of schools, or assistant superintendent of schools unless that person is:  (a)     a member of the college and holds a certificate of qualification as a teacher, or  (b)     holds a letter of permission to teach issued under section 25(3) of the Teaching Profession Act.       (2)  A board may employ a person who possesses qualifications approved by the board but does not meet the requirements of subsection (1), if that person is:  (a)     employed for 20 or fewer consecutive teaching days and teaching a particular class or classes where no teacher holding a certificate of qualification is available, or  (b)     instructing a general interest course that is not leading to school graduation.  Your assignment as a teacher teaching on call  Duties and responsibilities  Arrive well in advance of the first bell. You will need at least 30 minutes when posted to a new situation. Advise the school if you will be late due to a last minute notification of assignment. Upon arriving at the school  Check in at the office for information and keys. Orient yourself to the building and introduce yourself to staff. If time permits, find the medical room, staff room, gym, and fire exits. Ask for a safe place to store your valuables (purse, wallet). Some teachers are able to prepare clear instructions for a TTOC for a planned absence. Others may not, due to an unexpected absence. If the teacher has not provided information regarding the absentee procedure, check with the office. Ask if there is supervision in the school. Locate the teacher’s daybook and go over the day’s lesson plans. Verify the absentee procedure, materials, and seating plan. Find the copy machine code, teacher supply room, and supervision schedule. Run off any material needed. Write your name on the board (and a special message/greeting if you wish). Put up any board work assignments. If audiovisual material is to be used during a lesson, double check to make sure the necessary equipment has been signed out at the school and that it works. Plan your introduction. Check on class opening exercises. If there are uncertainties about directions or you have questions about materials, ask a neighbouring teacher. Ask about attending meetings (staff, committee). Ask about medical alerts, custody orders, medical orders, safety plans, or anything that might impact health and safety of a student and staff. Teachers teaching on call and health and safety  The Workers’ Compensation Act and the occupational health and safety Regulation (OH&SR) are designed to protect workers by preventing workplace injury and disease. Teachers teaching on call are entitled to the full protection of the act and the OH&SR. However, such rights are hollow unless they are fully exercised. Here are some tips to help you get the most from your health and safety rights: When you arrive at a school, ask for the names of the BCTF representatives on the school’s joint health and safety committee. If you have any health and safety questions or concerns, speak with one of the representatives. Find out who is the designated first aid attendant. Ensure that you have been provided with a copy of the school’s emergency plan, including routes for evacuation and assembly areas. Ask if any of the students in your class have a history of violence. If there is such a student, ask for and become familiar with the student’s behaviour plan and a safety plan for teachers and staff. Do not leave any food or drink unattended where it could be tampered with. If you suffer an injury at work, no matter how minor, advise the principal, vice-principal, or first aid attendant immediately. Fill out a WorkSafeBC Form 6A and make two copies. Keep one copy for yourself, send one to the local union office, and give the original to the principal or  vice-principal. Call 1-888-WORKERS to report your incident to WorkSafeBC. See your doctor and be sure to tell the doctor that the injury happened at work. If you want advice about your claim, or if you receive a letter from WorkSafeBC denying your claim, immediately contact Sarb Lalli, WCB Advocate, at 1-800-663-9163 local 1890, or 604-871-1890. Report any incidents of violence or threats of violence to the principal or vice-principal. If the incident of violence or threat of violence is directed at you, treat the incident in the same way as you treat an injury at work. Know that you have the right to refuse unsafe work. If you find yourself in any situation that you believe presents a risk of injury to yourself or any other person, remove students from the risk and advise the principal that you are refusing unsafe work. You should then contact the staff representative or a BCTF health and safety representative for advice and support. Ask your local union to arrange for a presentation of the BCTF workshop “Raising Health and Safety Awareness,” which can be presented at TTOC meetings, after school staff meetings, teacher orientation meetings, etc. If you would like more information, please contact: Mike Wisla, Health and Safety Officer, email mwisla@bctf.ca, toll-free 1-800-663-9163 (local 1891), direct 604-871-1891. Health and safety for new and young workers  With so many issues facing a new or young teacher, one of the last things on your mind is whether your workplace is healthy and will keep you safe. You will be comforted to know that there are processes and people in place if you have any questions or concerns, or are faced with an unhealthy or unsafe situation. You have four rights according to the Workers’ Compensation Act  the right to know the dangers in the workplace the right to participate in workplace health and safety activities the right to refuse unsafe work  the right to no discrimination—you cannot be fired or disciplined for participating in health and safety activities. The first person to contact whenever you have any health and safety questions is the staff rep at your school who will refer you to the health and safety rep. If you are injured or suffer from an occupational disease or are threatened in a violent incident, you need to: report to the First Aid attendant. report to the administrator and complete the WorkSafeBC 6A form. contact your staff and/or health and safety rep. report to WorksafeBC via teleclaim at 1-888-WORKERS.  send a copy of any correspondence from WorkSafeBC to the BCTF WCB advocate who will help you through the process. The Occupational Health and Safety Regulation part 3 which deals with rights and responsibilities says that “An employer must ensure that before a young or new worker begins work in a workplace, the young or new worker is given health and safety orientation and training specific to that young or new worker’s workplace.” This means that in every new school or class you teach, the employer must orient you to the risks and procedures to mitigate these risks before you start work.  BCTF Health and Safety officer Mike Wisla  604-871-1891 1-800-663-9163 (ext 1891)                             BCTF WCB Advocate Sarb Lalli 604-871-1890 1-800-663-9163 (ext 1890)  Long-term assignments  Some TTOCs will be offered the opportunity to be employed in longer-term/temporary assignments. If you find yourself in this position, more extensive planning and student reporting is required. (Refer to Student Reporting, page 50.) Collective agreement provisions can be found in your local agreement available from your local union office. Provisions covering pay and benefits are provincial and can be found at bctf.ca/bargainingandcontracts.aspx.  Should there be no lesson plan for the day  There will be times (rarely, it is hoped) when there is no daybook or lesson plans. Sometimes, the proposed material may be too difficult to cover adequately with no prior preparation, or the plan may be too sketchy to be understood. Here are some suggestions: Check with the office; the contract teacher may have phoned in instructions, or asked for you to call her/him for direction. Consult with the principal and/or another teacher teaching the same subject. Refer to the last completed day in the daybook, if available, and then do a reasonable follow-up to the previous lessons. Student notebooks may be checked if the day book is not available. Accumulate a set of your own prepared materials—a “survival kit.” Include math reinforcement worksheets, creative-writing stencils, educational puzzles and games, books to read aloud, art ideas, thinking skills, etc. Materials for the subject and grade levels assigned to you can usually be reproduced quickly at the office. Younger students often become disturbed by a departure from the routine. Explain to them that some things will be done differently that day. Ask students for their patience and co- operation. A teacher teaching on call’s visit is often enjoyed by the students—they are glad for the break from their normal routine. Capitalize on this by providing activities that have an element of fun. When the students arrive  Welcome the students as they enter. Introduce yourself to the class. Explain to the class that you are the teacher who has been called in, that the contract teacher has left lessons that would normally have been taught, and that you will teach them. Follow lesson plans as closely as you can. Don’t expect to cover everything. It is better to go for quality rather than quantity. Remember, your pace will be different, as will the students’ responses. Record absentees and late arrivals. Check the seating plan. If there is no seating plan quickly draw one up. Attempt to match names to faces. Try to keep seating arrangements as shown in the seating plan. Collect or check any pertinent notes such as absentee notes, permission forms for field trips, etc. If there is a need to collect money, turn it in to the office for safekeeping, with the division number, the student’s name, and the amount indicated. If you are giving out supplies such as pencils, notebooks, and erasers, record which students are receiving what items. Go over the classroom rules and your expectations (keep them brief—three or four rules) and the consequences (ones you can enforce) you will use for inappropriate behaviour. If you encountered a difficult situation, don’t try to cover up the difficulty. The administration appreciates your directing problems to the office for assistance. That is preferable to leaving behind a note describing a near-disastrous day. The first few minutes of attending to a class are crucial in clarifying values and setting the stage for the general routine of the day. Getting pupils down to work quickly is one of the best methods of good classroom management. Act upon the first sign of sustained unco-operativeness. Students from Primary to Grade 12 must learn that some behaviour will not be tolerated under any circumstances. It is important not to make a scene in front of the class, so take a student aside and discuss the matter one on one. In the secondary schools, attendance (backed up with a head count) must be taken at the beginning of each period or block. If possible, check the class roll call with the school’s list of absentees, note any students not on the list who are missing from your class, and report those names to the teacher and the office. In the primary grades particularly, try to learn names as quickly as possible—use name tags if they are available. Medical situations  Familiarize yourself with students that you will be responsible for who have medical issues, e.g., those students who you are supervising that use epi-pens, are diabetic, have mental health issues, etc. Report medical emergencies to the office immediately. Under no circumstances should you attempt to move a seriously ill or injured student. The class should not be left unattended. Know where your students are at all times. Send a student to the office for assistance.  Rules and consequences  Be aware of already established consequences and procedures. Make children aware of any new classroom rule that you will use for the day. Refer to pages 43–50 for tips on rules, classroom management, and establishing a positive environment. Other responsibilities  Make sure you know the following procedures prior to starting your day. In a crisis, you will not have the time to familiarize yourself with the procedures. Any injuries to yourself or to students or medical emergencies must be reported to the administrator immediately. If a student appears to be seriously injured, do not move her or him. Students who indicate they are ill and wish to go home during the day must get approval from the office. Follow up on any student sent to the office. Ensure that you are familiar with any safety plans that have been developed for students. Drills or emergencies  Check the drill regulations for the classroom. Remember to carry the class list with you during an alarm. You are responsible for taking your class outside. When outside, account for all students and keep them together. Remain outside until the all-clear signal is given. Familiarize yourself with emergency procedures. Classroom routines/procedures checklist  Every school has policies and procedures for the following: behaviour during PA announcements dismissing the class distributing supplies and materials fire drills, earthquakes, and emergencies format for assignments hall movement lining up lunch make-up work playground putting away supplies and equipment roll call, absentees, students who leave early tardy students washroom routines what students do when they are finished. Try to familiarize yourself as much as possible with these policies and procedures. Reporting to the contract teacher  Reporting absences  Leave a dated slip of paper for lates and absences (morning and afternoon). Check the roll call with the school’s absentee list, at the end of the day. Finishing off your day  Allow things to wind down a few minutes early, to tidy up and put things away. You may wish to play a game or other fun activity to finish off the day. Thank the students for their co-operation—you’ll tell their teacher how co-operative they were. Reporting on the day  Follow as closely as possible the work planned by the contract teacher. Make note of any deviations from or extensions to the regular day plan. Indicate in the daybook what work has been completed. Mark written work, particularly if it is objective. If you feel some marking can’t be done because of its complexity or subjectivity, leave it for the teacher with an accompanying note. Include any specific items of concern or interest. Include the names of students who were co-operative or unco-operative. Single out students for praise. Whenever possible, prepare a daybook for the next day’s work, unless directed otherwise by the teacher. Include comments or suggestions on following up from the day’s work and feedback for the contract teacher on class and individual progress. Leave your phone number or email so that the classroom teacher can contact you. Keep a copy for your records. You and the classroom teacher could use the following form to facilitate communication.  TTOC Report to Teacher Click here for the TTOC report to teacher form. (PDF format) About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media last tweet "" @ - 12:00am Follow @ last post "" facebook/ - Jan 1st Like Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=10460,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 19, Number 4, January/February 2007 On being well Wellness is the passion of a Prince Rupert educator by Julia Johnson On December 5, 2006, CBC television, on their program SEVEN with host Mark Kelley, featured Roosevelt Park Elementary School in Prince Rupert. This documentary was made at the request of principal Steve Riley, in response to the report by the Fraser Institute, whose forumla for ranking schools in reading, writing, and numeracy claimed that Roosevelt Park Elementary had the lowest scores in BC. "The Fraser Institute was founded in 1974 to redirect attention to the role markets can play in providing for the economic and social well-being of Canadians." Specific to the field of education, the Fraser Institute views the "educational market [as one where] parents choose their children’s schools and schools compete more freely for students, [thus producing] better educational results for students" (www.fraserinstitute.ca). With this perspective, the news release from the Fraser Institute delivers a message that Roosevelt Park Elementary is the worst school in BC, as was the case in the opening remarks made by Peter Mansbridge of The National when he introduced Mark Kelley’s SEVEN. What this documentary showed was even though Roosevelt Park is ranked last in the province using the FSA data, their teachers are not the cause for this low ranking. Many variables affect a student’s ability to be successful, including how students are viewed. What this documentary subtly demonstrated was that the teachers of Roosevelt Park had empathy and compassion for their students; they gently encouraged and celebrated each student’s success, aware that the slightest negative tone could paralyze a student to inactivity and put in peril their fragile self-esteem. What this documentary brought to light was that this school struggles daily with the worst of society’s problems, namely poverty and First Nations issues. With 60 out of 210 students requiring additional support to become successful learners, this documentary revealed that the teachers in this school were passionate about their teaching, and their passion creates a safe place for children to be. When almost one-third of a school population is at risk, the passion of an educator is the school’s saving grace. An educator with passion has an "abiding belief that every human life is sacred and no task is more important than nourishing and developing the extraordinary potential in all students" (Bolman & Deal, 2002, Leading with Soul and Spirit). It was evident in this documentary that Roosevelt Park Elementary has passionate teachers who care deeply about their work and are endeavouring to make a difference in the lives of their students. From a wellness perspective, passion is the fire in our bellies and the wind in our sails that set us on a course of action. Research in this field suggests that passion is as necessary to our health as earth, air, and water and without passion our life becomes meaningless. We begin to sweat the small stuff and before long, accumulated stress brings us to a grinding halt, commonly known as burn-out. Wayne Dyer in his book Wisdom of the Ages states: "I have found that people who have a passion, or a strong will for what they want to achieve, and who do not allow others to smear or sully their inner pictures of what they want to manifest, always seem to get what they desire in their lives." Elsewhere, Dyer suggests that people who are passionate about something should share their passion because "a shared joy is a doubled joy." This documentary provided a venue for the educators of Prince Rupert to share their passion for teaching with us and in doing so, the Fraser Institute’s rankings become less credible and the teaching profession more valued. Being a Prince Rupert educator is not for the feint of heart, but for those who, like Mike Kelley, will learn to see a hungry child as a survivor and who will have a passion for helping disadvantaged students to not only survive, but to thrive. On behalf of all who teach, I wish to thank the passionate educators of Prince Rupert for this valuable lesson on teaching and demonstrating what it means to "walk the talk" of finding joy in the workplace. We especially thank you for the fire in your belly that gave you the courage to invite the world into your school to illustrate that teaching and learning is more than achieving high scores on standardized tests. Julia Johnson, a retired learning resource teacher in Quesnel, is a BCTF PD wellness associate and a member of the Teacher Newsmagazine Advisory Board. livingjewels@shaw.ca, (250-747-3650) Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/contacts.cfm?page=pdchairs&sort=1&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true,BCTF Contacts Home E-mail Lists Links A to Z Index Contact Us Help SITE SEARCH Quick Links BCTF formsBCTF NewsFrançaisLabour linksPensionsTeacher NewsmagazineTeaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Contact Us > PD chairpersons BCTF Professional Development Chairpersons Sorted by local name. Click here for sort by local number. Local Chair School Phone School Fax E-mail Abbotsford District Teachers' Association (34) Brenda Head    604-850-7692  pd34@bctf.ca Alberni District Teachers' Union (701) Stephanie Hopkins  250-723-7522  250-723-7557  pd701@bctf.ca Arrow Lakes Teachers' Association (10) Paula Rogers  250-358-7222  250-358-2533  pd10@bctf.ca Boundary District Teachers' Association (51) Catherine Pankoff  250-442-8275  250-442-5388  pd51@bctf.ca Linda Rawlings-Dolezsar  250-442-5313  250-442-5317  pd51@bctf.ca Bulkley Valley Teachers' Union (54) Kristina Willing  250-847-2231  250-847-2165  pd54@bctf.ca Mary Neto  250-847-2231  250-847-2165  pd54@bctf.ca Burnaby Teachers' Association (41) Alexandra Peters  604-664-7056  604-664-8734  pd41@bctf.ca Barbara Henderson  604-664-8727  604-664-8818  pd41@bctf.ca Patricia Dolton      pd41@bctf.ca Burns Lake District Teachers' Union (55) Lisa Mason  250-698-7301  250-698-7349  pd55@bctf.ca Campbell River District Teachers' Association (72) Adria Anne Gleeson  250-286-0511  250-286-0938  pd72@bctf.ca Cariboo-Chilcotin Teachers' Association (27) Shirley Giroux  250-398-5800  250-398-5206  pd27@bctf.ca Central Coast Teachers' Association (49) Coleen Fraser  250-799-5556  250-799-5757  pd49@bctf.ca Stephen Dishkin  250-982-2355  250-982-2720  pd49@bctf.ca Central Okanagan Teachers' Association (23) Joe Jamison  250-868-1135  250-870-5020  pd23@bctf.ca Chetwynd Teachers' Association (592) Gysbert Ruiter  250-788-2267  250-788-9729  pd592@bctf.ca Chilliwack Teachers' Association (33) Angela Woods  604-823-4408  604-823-2243  pd33@bctf.ca Comox District Teachers' Association (71) Lisa Pedersen-Skene    250-897-0487  pd71@bctf.ca Coquitlam Teachers' Association (43) Michael Galliford  604-464-8581  604-937-8045  pd43@bctf.ca Cowichan District Teachers' Association (65) Naomi Nilsson  250-748-2251  250-746-7849  pd65@bctf.ca Sabina Reska  250-743-6916  250-743-6915  pd65@bctf.ca Cranbrook District Teachers' Association (2) Carol Johns  250-489-4391  250-489-0600  pd02@bctf.ca Colette Grasdal  250-426-5241  250-426-6673  pd02@bctf.ca Creston Valley Teachers' Association (861) Melissa Feragotti  250-428-2051  250-428-2019  pd861@bctf.ca Delta Teachers' Association (37) Fiona Higgs    604-599-1786  pd37@bctf.ca Fernie District Teachers' Association (1) Linda Christenson  250-425-6666  250-425-6661  pd01@bctf.ca Sarah Larsen      pd01@bctf.ca Fort Nelson District Teachers' Association (81) Shirley Kenney  250-774-6941  250-774-6988  pd81@bctf.ca Fraser-Cascade Teachers' Association (78) Kathleen Koopman      pd78@bctf.ca Gold Trail Teachers' Association (74) Elizabeth Griggs  250-256-4274  250-256-4275  pd74@bctf.ca Golden Teachers' Association (18) Margaret Calladine  250-344-6317    pd18@bctf.ca Greater Victoria Teachers' Association (61) Lucinda Graf  250-727-0188  250-727-2079  pd61@bctf.ca Gulf Islands Teachers' Association (64) James Lightfoot  250-653-9223  250-653-2090  pd64@bctf.ca Haida Gwaii Teachers' Association (50) Autum Gates    250-626-3214  pd50@bctf.ca Monika Hausmann    250-626-3214  pd50@bctf.ca Kamloops Thompson Teachers' Association (73) David Comrie    250-377-2257  pd73@bctf.ca Kimberley Teachers' Association (3) Bethany Turcon      pd03@bctf.ca Craig Hillman  250-427-4827  250-427-7106  pd03@bctf.ca Kitimat District Teachers' Association (80) Katherine Johnsen  250-632-6174  888-539-4732  pd80@bctf.ca Michele Sutherland  250-632-2912  888-574-1126  pd80@bctf.ca Kootenay Columbia Teachers' Union (20) John Horcoff      pd20@bctf.ca Kootenay Lake Teachers' Association (862) Dennis Larcombe  250-229-4224  250-353-7434  pd862@bctf.ca Lake Cowichan Teachers' Association (66) Christine Rolls  250-748-0011  250-749-4030  pd66@bctf.ca Langley Teachers' Association (35) Sandy Ho  604-888-3033  604-888-2873  pd35@bctf.ca Mackenzie Teachers' Association (572) Amber Raycraft  250-963-7060  250-963-7381  pd572@bctf.ca Christa Barnes  250-997-6340  250-997-5075  pd572@bctf.ca Karen Chadha  250-997-6340  250-997-5075  pd572@bctf.ca Maple Ridge Teachers' Association (42) Suzanne Hall  604-463-6414  604-466-6265  pd42@bctf.ca McBride-Valemount Teachers' Association (573) Brian Hanson    250-566-4551  pd573@bctf.ca Jennifer L'Arrivee  250-569-2295  250-569-2620  pd573@bctf.ca Julia Howard  250-569-2295  250-569-2620  pd573@bctf.ca Mission Teachers' Union (75) Anna Heavenor  604-820-4587  604-820-9505  pd75@bctf.ca Mount Arrowsmith Teachers' Association (69) Denise Spencer-Dahl  250-248-3296  250-954-1734  pd69@bctf.ca Lesley Rowan  250-752-5651  250-752-8604  pd69@bctf.ca Nanaimo District Teachers' Association (68) Colleen Skipper  250-758-6892  250-758-2373  pd68@bctf.ca Michael Silverton    250-751-8840  pd68@bctf.ca Nechako Teachers' Union (56) Cindy Miller  250-996-7126  250-996-7708  pd56@bctf.ca Shawn Lank  250-699-6233  250-699-7753  pd56@bctf.ca Nelson District Teachers' Association (7) Monica Doyle  250-352-3186  250-352-3183  pd07@bctf.ca Tamara Martin  250-352-5538  250-352-3119  pd07@bctf.ca New Westminster Teachers' Union (40) Romeo Lavrencic  604-517-6316  604-517-6204  pd40@bctf.ca Sandra Lee  604-517-6090  604-517-6091  pd40@bctf.ca Nisga'a Teachers' Union (92) Charity Peal  250-633-2225  250-633-2669  pd92@bctf.ca Samantha Lambright  250-326-4206  250-633-2916  pd92@bctf.ca Sara Beardsell  250-633-2225  250-633-2669  pd92@bctf.ca North Okanagan-Shuswap Teachers' Association (83) Kyla Hadden  250-836-2831  250-836-2664  pd83@bctf.ca North Vancouver Teachers' Association (44) Maria Aiello  604-903-3750  604-903-3751  pd44@bctf.ca Okanagan Skaha Teachers' Union (67) Angela Seppola  250-770-7683  250-492-5981  pd67@bctf.ca Peace River North Teachers' Association (60) Jessica Dmytruk  250-793-9125  250-630-2323  pd60@bctf.ca Peace River South Teachers' Association (591) Angela Connelly    250-782-9604  pd591@bctf.ca Powell River District Teachers' Association (47) Wendy Adams  604-485-5660    pd47@bctf.ca Prince George District Teachers' Association (571) Glen Thielmann  250-562-9525  250-564-4875  pd571@bctf.ca Prince Rupert District Teachers' Union (52) Colleen Pudsey    250-627-1348  pd52@bctf.ca Marla Gamble    250-627-1348  pd52@bctf.ca Raegan Sawka  250-627-1536  250-627-1443  pd52@bctf.ca Princeton District Teachers' Union (17) Gordon Bibby  250-295-3218  250-295-7914  pd17@bctf.ca Mary Bell  250-295-3218  250-295-7914  pd17@bctf.ca Quesnel District Teachers' Association (28) Carlie Borrett  250-991-5566  250-991-5565  pd28@bctf.ca Revelstoke Teachers' Association (19) Stacey Grimm  250-837-2173  250-837-7164  pd19@bctf.ca Richmond Teachers' Association (38) Christian Matheson  604-668-6665  604-668-6569  pd38@bctf.ca Saanich Teachers' Association (63) Holly Mair  250-704-4972  250-479-9870  pd63@bctf.ca Sarah Windle  250-652-9261  250-652-2094  pd63@bctf.ca Sea to Sky Teachers' Association (48) April Lowe  604-898-3688  604-898-4706  pd48@bctf.ca SEPF (93) Alain Paquin  604-437-4849  604-437-9630  pd93@bctf.ca Linda Theriault  250-220-6010  250-220-6014  pd93@bctf.ca Monica Monus    604-214-9881  pd93@bctf.ca Sooke Teachers' Association (62) Brian Hotovy  250-474-1291  250-478-0738  pd62@bctf.ca Kristine Kosolofski  250-478-3232  250-391-9624  pd62@bctf.ca South Okanagan Similkameen Teachers' Union (53) Nicola MacNaughton  250-498-3468  250-498-0339  pd53@bctf.ca Stikine Teachers' Association (87) Alithia Gillies    250-771-4343  pd87@bctf.ca Andre Lagace    250-771-4343  pd87@bctf.ca Sunshine Coast Teachers' Association (46) Patrick McCallum  604-885-3216  604-885-7991  pd46@bctf.ca Surrey Teachers' Association (36) Anne McNamee      pd36@bctf.ca Stephen Anderson      pd36@bctf.ca Terrace District Teachers' Union (881) Karen Andrews  250-635-3115  888-456-3464  pd881@bctf.ca Upper Skeena Teachers (882) Jan Thorburn  250-842-5214  888-503-6959  pd882@bctf.ca Shirley Hobenshield  250-849-5484  888-594-2271  pd882@bctf.ca Vancouver Elementary School Teachers' Association (391) Allison Jambor      pd391@bctf.ca Patricia Gudlaugson      pd391@bctf.ca Vancouver Island North Teachers' Association (85) Sarah Soltau-Heller  250-949-6418  250-949-6485  pd85@bctf.ca Vancouver Island West Teachers' Union (84) Adam Barber    250-761-4234  pd84@bctf.ca Glyn Howell    250-934-6578  pd84@bctf.ca Vancouver Secondary Teachers' Association (392) Mary Filleul    604-713-5076  pd392@bctf.ca Vernon Teachers' Association (22) Robyn Ladner    250-545-7680  pd22@bctf.ca West Vancouver Teachers' Association (45) Rosemary Murray  604-981-1200  604-981-1201  pd45@bctf.ca Shannon Gray  604-981-1130  604-981-1131  pd45@bctf.ca Windermere Teachers' Association (4) Robyn Oliver  250-342-9213  250-342-4499  pd04@bctf.ca About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy Close Window Print Page   BCTF Professional Development Chairpersons Sorted by local name. Click here for sort by local number. Local Chair School Phone School Fax E-mail Abbotsford District Teachers' Association (34) Brenda Head    604-850-7692  pd34@bctf.ca Alberni District Teachers' Union (701) Stephanie Hopkins  250-723-7522  250-723-7557  pd701@bctf.ca Arrow Lakes Teachers' Association (10) Paula Rogers  250-358-7222  250-358-2533  pd10@bctf.ca Boundary District Teachers' Association (51) Catherine Pankoff  250-442-8275  250-442-5388  pd51@bctf.ca Linda Rawlings-Dolezsar  250-442-5313  250-442-5317  pd51@bctf.ca Bulkley Valley Teachers' Union (54) Kristina Willing  250-847-2231  250-847-2165  pd54@bctf.ca Mary Neto  250-847-2231  250-847-2165  pd54@bctf.ca Burnaby Teachers' Association (41) Alexandra Peters  604-664-7056  604-664-8734  pd41@bctf.ca Barbara Henderson  604-664-8727  604-664-8818  pd41@bctf.ca Patricia Dolton      pd41@bctf.ca Burns Lake District Teachers' Union (55) Lisa Mason  250-698-7301  250-698-7349  pd55@bctf.ca Campbell River District Teachers' Association (72) Adria Anne Gleeson  250-286-0511  250-286-0938  pd72@bctf.ca Cariboo-Chilcotin Teachers' Association (27) Shirley Giroux  250-398-5800  250-398-5206  pd27@bctf.ca Central Coast Teachers' Association (49) Coleen Fraser  250-799-5556  250-799-5757  pd49@bctf.ca Stephen Dishkin  250-982-2355  250-982-2720  pd49@bctf.ca Central Okanagan Teachers' Association (23) Joe Jamison  250-868-1135  250-870-5020  pd23@bctf.ca Chetwynd Teachers' Association (592) Gysbert Ruiter  250-788-2267  250-788-9729  pd592@bctf.ca Chilliwack Teachers' Association (33) Angela Woods  604-823-4408  604-823-2243  pd33@bctf.ca Comox District Teachers' Association (71) Lisa Pedersen-Skene    250-897-0487  pd71@bctf.ca Coquitlam Teachers' Association (43) Michael Galliford  604-464-8581  604-937-8045  pd43@bctf.ca Cowichan District Teachers' Association (65) Naomi Nilsson  250-748-2251  250-746-7849  pd65@bctf.ca Sabina Reska  250-743-6916  250-743-6915  pd65@bctf.ca Cranbrook District Teachers' Association (2) Carol Johns  250-489-4391  250-489-0600  pd02@bctf.ca Colette Grasdal  250-426-5241  250-426-6673  pd02@bctf.ca Creston Valley Teachers' Association (861) Melissa Feragotti  250-428-2051  250-428-2019  pd861@bctf.ca Delta Teachers' Association (37) Fiona Higgs    604-599-1786  pd37@bctf.ca Fernie District Teachers' Association (1) Linda Christenson  250-425-6666  250-425-6661  pd01@bctf.ca Sarah Larsen      pd01@bctf.ca Fort Nelson District Teachers' Association (81) Shirley Kenney  250-774-6941  250-774-6988  pd81@bctf.ca Fraser-Cascade Teachers' Association (78) Kathleen Koopman      pd78@bctf.ca Gold Trail Teachers' Association (74) Elizabeth Griggs  250-256-4274  250-256-4275  pd74@bctf.ca Golden Teachers' Association (18) Margaret Calladine  250-344-6317    pd18@bctf.ca Greater Victoria Teachers' Association (61) Lucinda Graf  250-727-0188  250-727-2079  pd61@bctf.ca Gulf Islands Teachers' Association (64) James Lightfoot  250-653-9223  250-653-2090  pd64@bctf.ca Haida Gwaii Teachers' Association (50) Autum Gates    250-626-3214  pd50@bctf.ca Monika Hausmann    250-626-3214  pd50@bctf.ca Kamloops Thompson Teachers' Association (73) David Comrie    250-377-2257  pd73@bctf.ca Kimberley Teachers' Association (3) Bethany Turcon      pd03@bctf.ca Craig Hillman  250-427-4827  250-427-7106  pd03@bctf.ca Kitimat District Teachers' Association (80) Katherine Johnsen  250-632-6174  888-539-4732  pd80@bctf.ca Michele Sutherland  250-632-2912  888-574-1126  pd80@bctf.ca Kootenay Columbia Teachers' Union (20) John Horcoff      pd20@bctf.ca Kootenay Lake Teachers' Association (862) Dennis Larcombe  250-229-4224  250-353-7434  pd862@bctf.ca Lake Cowichan Teachers' Association (66) Christine Rolls  250-748-0011  250-749-4030  pd66@bctf.ca Langley Teachers' Association (35) Sandy Ho  604-888-3033  604-888-2873  pd35@bctf.ca Mackenzie Teachers' Association (572) Amber Raycraft  250-963-7060  250-963-7381  pd572@bctf.ca Christa Barnes  250-997-6340  250-997-5075  pd572@bctf.ca Karen Chadha  250-997-6340  250-997-5075  pd572@bctf.ca Maple Ridge Teachers' Association (42) Suzanne Hall  604-463-6414  604-466-6265  pd42@bctf.ca McBride-Valemount Teachers' Association (573) Brian Hanson    250-566-4551  pd573@bctf.ca Jennifer L'Arrivee  250-569-2295  250-569-2620  pd573@bctf.ca Julia Howard  250-569-2295  250-569-2620  pd573@bctf.ca Mission Teachers' Union (75) Anna Heavenor  604-820-4587  604-820-9505  pd75@bctf.ca Mount Arrowsmith Teachers' Association (69) Denise Spencer-Dahl  250-248-3296  250-954-1734  pd69@bctf.ca Lesley Rowan  250-752-5651  250-752-8604  pd69@bctf.ca Nanaimo District Teachers' Association (68) Colleen Skipper  250-758-6892  250-758-2373  pd68@bctf.ca Michael Silverton    250-751-8840  pd68@bctf.ca Nechako Teachers' Union (56) Cindy Miller  250-996-7126  250-996-7708  pd56@bctf.ca Shawn Lank  250-699-6233  250-699-7753  pd56@bctf.ca Nelson District Teachers' Association (7) Monica Doyle  250-352-3186  250-352-3183  pd07@bctf.ca Tamara Martin  250-352-5538  250-352-3119  pd07@bctf.ca New Westminster Teachers' Union (40) Romeo Lavrencic  604-517-6316  604-517-6204  pd40@bctf.ca Sandra Lee  604-517-6090  604-517-6091  pd40@bctf.ca Nisga'a Teachers' Union (92) Charity Peal  250-633-2225  250-633-2669  pd92@bctf.ca Samantha Lambright  250-326-4206  250-633-2916  pd92@bctf.ca Sara Beardsell  250-633-2225  250-633-2669  pd92@bctf.ca North Okanagan-Shuswap Teachers' Association (83) Kyla Hadden  250-836-2831  250-836-2664  pd83@bctf.ca North Vancouver Teachers' Association (44) Maria Aiello  604-903-3750  604-903-3751  pd44@bctf.ca Okanagan Skaha Teachers' Union (67) Angela Seppola  250-770-7683  250-492-5981  pd67@bctf.ca Peace River North Teachers' Association (60) Jessica Dmytruk  250-793-9125  250-630-2323  pd60@bctf.ca Peace River South Teachers' Association (591) Angela Connelly    250-782-9604  pd591@bctf.ca Powell River District Teachers' Association (47) Wendy Adams  604-485-5660    pd47@bctf.ca Prince George District Teachers' Association (571) Glen Thielmann  250-562-9525  250-564-4875  pd571@bctf.ca Prince Rupert District Teachers' Union (52) Colleen Pudsey    250-627-1348  pd52@bctf.ca Marla Gamble    250-627-1348  pd52@bctf.ca Raegan Sawka  250-627-1536  250-627-1443  pd52@bctf.ca Princeton District Teachers' Union (17) Gordon Bibby  250-295-3218  250-295-7914  pd17@bctf.ca Mary Bell  250-295-3218  250-295-7914  pd17@bctf.ca Quesnel District Teachers' Association (28) Carlie Borrett  250-991-5566  250-991-5565  pd28@bctf.ca Revelstoke Teachers' Association (19) Stacey Grimm  250-837-2173  250-837-7164  pd19@bctf.ca Richmond Teachers' Association (38) Christian Matheson  604-668-6665  604-668-6569  pd38@bctf.ca Saanich Teachers' Association (63) Holly Mair  250-704-4972  250-479-9870  pd63@bctf.ca Sarah Windle  250-652-9261  250-652-2094  pd63@bctf.ca Sea to Sky Teachers' Association (48) April Lowe  604-898-3688  604-898-4706  pd48@bctf.ca SEPF (93) Alain Paquin  604-437-4849  604-437-9630  pd93@bctf.ca Linda Theriault  250-220-6010  250-220-6014  pd93@bctf.ca Monica Monus    604-214-9881  pd93@bctf.ca Sooke Teachers' Association (62) Brian Hotovy  250-474-1291  250-478-0738  pd62@bctf.ca Kristine Kosolofski  250-478-3232  250-391-9624  pd62@bctf.ca South Okanagan Similkameen Teachers' Union (53) Nicola MacNaughton  250-498-3468  250-498-0339  pd53@bctf.ca Stikine Teachers' Association (87) Alithia Gillies    250-771-4343  pd87@bctf.ca Andre Lagace    250-771-4343  pd87@bctf.ca Sunshine Coast Teachers' Association (46) Patrick McCallum  604-885-3216  604-885-7991  pd46@bctf.ca Surrey Teachers' Association (36) Anne McNamee      pd36@bctf.ca Stephen Anderson      pd36@bctf.ca Terrace District Teachers' Union (881) Karen Andrews  250-635-3115  888-456-3464  pd881@bctf.ca Upper Skeena Teachers (882) Jan Thorburn  250-842-5214  888-503-6959  pd882@bctf.ca Shirley Hobenshield  250-849-5484  888-594-2271  pd882@bctf.ca Vancouver Elementary School Teachers' Association (391) Allison Jambor      pd391@bctf.ca Patricia Gudlaugson      pd391@bctf.ca Vancouver Island North Teachers' Association (85) Sarah Soltau-Heller  250-949-6418  250-949-6485  pd85@bctf.ca Vancouver Island West Teachers' Union (84) Adam Barber    250-761-4234  pd84@bctf.ca Glyn Howell    250-934-6578  pd84@bctf.ca Vancouver Secondary Teachers' Association (392) Mary Filleul    604-713-5076  pd392@bctf.ca Vernon Teachers' Association (22) Robyn Ladner    250-545-7680  pd22@bctf.ca West Vancouver Teachers' Association (45) Rosemary Murray  604-981-1200  604-981-1201  pd45@bctf.ca Shannon Gray  604-981-1130  604-981-1131  pd45@bctf.ca Windermere Teachers' Association (4) Robyn Oliver  250-342-9213  250-342-4499  pd04@bctf.ca)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=28142&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 25, Number 2, October 2012   President’s message  By Susan Lambert   Unbelievably we are now beginning to collate our bargaining objectives for the next round of bargaining due to begin in March 2013. And unbelievably too, this round will be even more complex than the last. In structuring our bargaining package we will have to consider the interplay between a variety of forces in the current context. To begin with we’ve never experienced a round of bargaining that has bridged a provincial election. What will bargaining look like between opening on March 1 and the election on May 14? What will the effect of the possible change of government have on bargaining? What strategy should we employ? The news today is the looming provincial budget deficit due to the decline in natural gas revenues. In 2008, it was the global market collapse, in 2011, we had net zero, and for a fleeting moment we’ve had “co-operative gains.” No matter the issue, this government has chosen to restrict government revenue and redirect spending away from public services. The tension in this context is the growing disparity between the relative value of the work we do (we’re responsible for the intellectual, physical, social, and emotional growth of children!) and comparative salaries in the private sector and in most other provinces in Canada. We deserve a commensurate salary increase and the working conditions that allow us to provide excellent learning conditions for our students. We also need to take into account the world of public sector bargaining. Where will all the other public sector unions be in their bargaining come March? Our legal challenges form a fourth dimension to the context. This government has taken unprecedented legislative steps to constrain our bargaining rights and we have mounted a series of legal challenges. What role will legislation and court decisions play in the next round? Finally, we have to consider how we will deal with what we call “bargaining in a blogging world.” Our last round of bargaining was the focus of intense media and public scrutiny and we can expect, no matter what level of confidentiality we impose on ourselves, that everything we say and do will be disclosed in detail and with great speed in the next round. We will need to devise an effective media strategy that does not compromise our strong democratic traditions of member involvement in decision making. Each of these considerations will have to be taken into account both at our Bargaining Conference, and as we formulate our bargaining strategy in this next round. Once again the challenges of bargaining are thrust upon us. And of course, as usual, we’re up for the challenge.   Susan Lambert, BCTF president   )
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=29038&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2013 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 25, Number 4, Jan./Feb. 2013   BC teachers are writing books A Handbook for History Teachers  By James Duthie  To teach history as if it were a chronology of unquestioned truth, as is often done, is not intellectually legitimate. History is a subject in constant flux, with new interpretations of events being put forward all the time, all of them open to challenge and question. Students need to be taught that the things they are told in history class are subjective interpretations of events, of varying degrees of reliability, and they need to be equipped with the skills to assess the reliability of what they are being told and to develop their own interpretations. This is an intellectual task of a much higher order than memorize-and-regurgitate, and it makes the study of history much more interesting and relevant. It also means that history is constructivist in the truest sense of the word, since the student must derive his or her own truth claims and be able to defend them.   I always tried to teach history in that way, starting as a student teacher. During my internship I had to teach the Renaissance and Reformation unit in Socials 8, part of which involves the Gunpowder Plot of 1605. I remembered an article I had read several years before that put forward the hypothesis that there had been no plot; it had all been a put-up job concocted by the Chancellor, Lord Robert Cecil, to discredit Roman Catholics. I got hold of a copy of the article and from it took 22 pieces of evidence supporting this hypothesis, which I then posted round the room. At the start of the lesson I taught the class the standard version of the Gunpowder Plot—that the dastardly Catholics had planted a bomb under the House of Commons the night before the state opening of parliament, with a view to blowing up the King, Lords and Commons, only to be discovered as Guy Fawkes was about to light the fuse. Fawkes and his co-conspirators met an apparently well-deserved fate on the scaffold. Then I directed the students to go around the room looking at the pieces of evidence, and to develop an alternative explanation of the events, taking into account as much of the evidence as they could. Much lively discussion ensued, involving a depth of knowledge much greater than that offered by the textbook, with no consensus reached on what really happened or why. Each student had his or her own opinion, which, to my mind, was a much better outcome than their knowing only the basic “facts” (which, incidentally, they knew far better than if they merely been given the standard lecture). Throughout my career I tried to build on this foundation, teaching history as argument. It has far-reaching implications; students need to be taught how to interpret evidence at the literal and inferential level. They need to learn how to evaluate the reliability of evidence, and the validity of any arguments it may contain. They need to learn how to form their own hypotheses and support them with evidence, while at the same time discounting any contrary evidence or arguments. They need to learn how to categorize evidence appropriately, how to compare and contrast, how to analyze and how to create and defend their own hypotheses. They need to be taught a lot of content, because thinking without adequate basis in fact (except in the realm of abstraction) is bound to be flawed. And they need to learn how to express complex ideas both orally and in writing. In writing my book I tried to distill all of the methods I had learned or developed over my career to teach students these skills. It seems to me that no subject is more relevant than history, paradoxical though that may sound. We are entirely dependent on past experience in our decision-making, and politicians are never hesitant to put forward historical parallels (frequently invalid) to justify what they are doing or what they want to do, or to condemn the policies of their opponents. Students need to be equipped, both in terms of background knowledge and logical thinking, to deal with the competing historical claims that are bandied about in the public square. Karl Popper explained the contemporary relevance of history this way: he said that governments exist to solve problems. The policies they put forward to deal with them are hypotheses, and therefore the public must be able to examine and evaluate these hypotheses as an essential part of the democratic process. History is the best subject by far for inculcating these skills, and my book is an attempt to help teachers teach students how to participate meaningfully in the public debate. The first four chapters of the book deal with the nature of history, its importance as a field of study, and the logical processes involved in the discipline. Subsequent chapters deal with practical methods for teaching the subject in a way consistent with its logical structure, including the acquisition and comprehension of data, organizing data, doing research, and writing. There are two chapters on the use of documents and how to answer document-based questions, skills which are the essence of the historian’s work. There is a chapter on the evaluation and grading of student work, especially important since under this approach there is no longer (except in simple objective questions) a single right answer. The final chapter is about classroom management, the nuts and bolts of running an effective classroom. To order A Handbook for History Teachers, contact the publisher at www.univpress.com or contact the author directly. Send a cheque for $35 (includes postage) to James Duthie, 751 Harding Ave., Nanaimo, BC V9S 5C1.   Blowing Bubbles By Kathleen Cherry  New picture book helps children cope with illness and aging  Elementary counsellor Kathleen Cherry often reads to her students. Now she writes for them too. “When children are experiencing difficulties, reading about characters encountering similar problems, can often help them to cope,” she explains. The process is called bibliotherapy and Cherry has added a new picture book to her collection, one of her own creation. Blowing Bubbles was written by Cherry and illustrated by Nova Scotian artist, Jill Quinn Babcock. “Blowing Bubbles explores how the relationship between a boy and his grandfather changes and strengthens after Grandpa George has a stroke,” Cherry explains. Cherry began the project when she found that, despite the many picture books available to help children cope with death, few focussed on the changes occurring through illness and aging. But writing and publishing a children’s book proved an exhausting exercise in patience. Blowing Bubbles first finalized in the National Writing for Children competition sponsored by the Writers Union of Canada in 2006 and again in 2009. Cherry adds that her other manuscripts also finalized. “I made the top 10 for a total of five times. I began to feel like a bridesmaid but never a bride. I was thrilled when Aaspirations Publishing decided to publish it,” Cherry says. Cherry adds that her interest in bibliotherapy has increased in recent years. “More and more Kindergarten and Grade 1 students are on my caseload and some traditional therapy techniques are not effective with such young children. I use a lot of play dough and books. Picture books can help children recognize their emotions, relate to others, and understand that they are not alone.” With this in mind, Cherry chose to further her knowledge through an on-line doctoral program in Counselling Psychology at Walden University. “I am not certain if I will do my thesis in this area, but I have been able to explore and increase my knowledge of the subject.” While the concept of bibliotherapy dates back as far as ancient Greece, the word itself was coined in 1916 when an article in the Atlantic Monthly discussed ‘prescribing books,’ much like medication. By the 1930s, librarians began to select books to address certain conditions—although these were mainly aimed at the adult audience. More recently, a form of bibliotherapy is frequently used in classrooms to increase emotional intelligence, particularly in conjunction with programs like the BC FRIENDS for life program, an anti-anxiety program authored by Dr. Paula Barrett. Of course, bibliotherapy is not without its detractors. A comprehensive review in the magazine Early Child Development and Care found the research inconclusive. The authors suggested that it is most useful as an adjunct therapy. One frequent concern is that such books might have a depressing effect and that children wish to use literature to escape into fictional worlds. Cherry adds that she was very aware of this when she wrote Blowing Bubbles. “I wanted to address a serious topic but keep FUN as the central element and I believe I succeeded. I think kids will love Blowing Bubbles. It’s about bubble gum and go-karts and family and laughter. It’s a really entertaining read with wonderful illustrations.” Blowing Bubbles is available at http://www.aaspirationspublishing.com, through Amazon.ca and at select local bookstores. Cherry has also taken her first tentative steps into the arena of social media and has her own website at http://www.blowingbubbles.ca. She welcomes any comments and recommendations of other books teachers, counsellors, children, and parents have loved.  The True Story of Yarrow’s Water Faye Wedel and Audra Schroeder, an EA and primary teacher at Promontory Heights Elementary School, Chilliwack, worked together to co-author the book, The True Story of Yarrow's Water. It tells how the town of Yarrow, located in the Fraser Valley, built its unique water system. The book, in its graphic comic style, is engaging and informative. It focuses on relating a part of Yarrow’s historical development to young readers. Wedel and Schroeder presented the book at a book launch, arranged by Yarrow’s librarian, Wanda Lindsay, and in numerous Grade 2–6 classrooms. Wedel comments, “I think sharing this story and the writing process we used to make the book is relevant for all students. We hope to get students thinking of writing their own true stories and to have fun doing it.” For more information contact yarrowwater@hotmail.com )
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=16848&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2008 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 2, October 2008  You give it all you’ve got and they still want more By David Denyer A tragic event can be very effective in bringing us to our senses and focusing our attention, if only temporarily. One such event, reported recently in the Times newspaper of London was the apparent suicide of a very well-respected and devoted head teacher of a small rural primary school. It appears she may have been driven to despair by a hostile inspectorate blind to the obvious merits and virtues of the school and interested only in uncovering minor inefficiencies and mistakes. Such an event, notes the writer of the article, is symptomatic of our current hypercritical society in which people’s efforts are never “up to snuff” and are continually exhorted to meet impossible standards, false expectations and that totally mythical and vacuous cause— “the pursuit of excellence.” In our small portion of the globe, teachers have been quite regularly and often relentlessly excoriated. One only has to recount “It’s all about achievement,” supervision of learning, foundation skills assessment and attendant ranking by the Fraser Institute, unending school district assessment, school and school district goals that reduce the curriculum to a largely instrumental notion of literacy, numeracy, and a skewed notion of social responsibility, inadequate funding, school closures, crowded conditions, and aggressive and petty data-driven bureaucracy in the name of accountability. All of these elements and more join common cause in creating a world in which, despite people’s best efforts, they are destined to fail. The media theorist, Nick Couldry, uses the example of reality TV as reflecting this prevailing wider order of social and economic regulation characteristic of contemporary market-driven societies. In The Apprentice for instance, he says “…playing by the rules, doing all the approved tasks, counts for nothing unless you have proven yourself in front of…” [the Donald]. “Contestants show character by submitting to that authority in all its arbitrariness.” The sociologist Richard Sennett has tied this phenomenon to what he sees as the increasingly personalized and charismatic nature of corporate authority. Who hasn’t had the experience of having their ears assailed and feeling of worth undermined by a senior administrator and/or fashionable guru holding forth on what constitutes “best practice” and is “good for kids” as though they were the only ones graced with the enlightenment that this unique insight had afforded them? “Every system of cruelty requires its own theatre,” says Couldry, “to legitimate its norms, values, and institutions.” Neoliberalism, argues Henry Giroux, of McMaster University, is one such theatre of cruelty. “What is new about neoliberalism in a post 9/11 world is that it has become normalized, serving as a powerful pedagogical force that shapes our lives, memories, and daily experiences, while attempting to erase everything critical and emancipatory about history, justice, solidarity, freedom, and the meaning of democracy.” Consequently, we have lost sight of the “human” and “humans” in and behind the effort and the work that gets done despite the odds. What a revolutionary notion then to accept and acknowledge that people are doing their best and reward them accordingly—we may even get better results! David Denyer is an assistant director, BCTF Communciations and Campaigns Division and editor of Teacher newsmagazine.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=16832,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2008 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 2, October 2008  Retirement: navigating new waters By Brenda Dineen I retired in June 2007 after 32 years’ service in Burnaby as a teacher and a counsellor and I can say that retirement is like navigating a journey in new waters. Some parts are smooth-sailing and blissful; others are quite choppy and unknown. A friend had suggested that retirement would feel like a continuous summer holiday, but it isn’t really. When teachers start their summer holiday, they spend most of July unwinding, and then they fit family plans or travel into the remaining weeks. By the end of August, they get ready to start all over again. Retirement is something completely new. You no longer have all the structures and schedules that have shaped your life. What kind of life do you want now? You may find you want to create your own structures. You also no longer have your long-term identity as a teacher. Who are you now? What is important to you? With life expectancy much longer than in previous generations, you may well have as many years in retirement as you did working as a teacher. When you retire, you suddenly have weeks and months of time to design as you wish. You have the opportunity to create your life the way you truly want it! It’s what you’ve been waiting for after all those years of working. It really helps to begin planning a vision for your retirement several years before you actually retire so you can make a smoother transition into your new life. There are many pension seminars offered to teachers, but little is offered on how to make a successful transition into retirement. You need much more than a financial plan for your new life. You need to think about all aspects of your life: family, recreation, health, volunteering, hobbies, and learning new things. What do you want your new life to look like and feel like? How easily do you deal with change and transitions? Having family, professional, and personal supports are important as you shape answers to these questions. – Brenda Dineen, Burnaby RTA, brendadineen@shaw.ca  Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media last tweet "" @ - 12:00am Follow @ last post "" facebook/ - Jan 1st Like Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/contacts.cfm?page=pdchairs&sort=1&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true,BCTF Contacts Home E-mail Lists Links A to Z Index Contact Us Help SITE SEARCH Quick Links BCTF formsBCTF NewsFrançaisLabour linksPensionsTeacher NewsmagazineTeaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Contact Us > PD chairpersons BCTF Professional Development Chairpersons Sorted by local name. Click here for sort by local number. Local Chair School Phone School Fax E-mail Abbotsford District Teachers' Association (34) Brenda Head    604-850-7692  pd34@bctf.ca Alberni District Teachers' Union (701) Stephanie Hopkins  250-723-7522  250-723-7557  pd701@bctf.ca Arrow Lakes Teachers' Association (10) Paula Rogers  250-358-7222  250-358-2533  pd10@bctf.ca Boundary District Teachers' Association (51) Catherine Pankoff  250-442-8275  250-442-5388  pd51@bctf.ca Linda Rawlings-Dolezsar  250-442-5313  250-442-5317  pd51@bctf.ca Bulkley Valley Teachers' Union (54) Kristina Willing  250-847-2231  250-847-2165  pd54@bctf.ca Mary Neto  250-847-2231  250-847-2165  pd54@bctf.ca Burnaby Teachers' Association (41) Alexandra Peters  604-664-7056  604-664-8734  pd41@bctf.ca Barbara Henderson  604-664-8727  604-664-8818  pd41@bctf.ca Patricia Dolton      pd41@bctf.ca Burns Lake District Teachers' Union (55) Lisa Mason  250-698-7301  250-698-7349  pd55@bctf.ca Campbell River District Teachers' Association (72) Adria Anne Gleeson  250-286-0511  250-286-0938  pd72@bctf.ca Cariboo-Chilcotin Teachers' Association (27) Shirley Giroux  250-398-5800  250-398-5206  pd27@bctf.ca Central Coast Teachers' Association (49) Coleen Fraser  250-799-5556  250-799-5757  pd49@bctf.ca Stephen Dishkin  250-982-2355  250-982-2720  pd49@bctf.ca Central Okanagan Teachers' Association (23) Joe Jamison  250-868-1135  250-870-5020  pd23@bctf.ca Chetwynd Teachers' Association (592) Gysbert Ruiter  250-788-2267  250-788-9729  pd592@bctf.ca Chilliwack Teachers' Association (33) Angela Woods  604-823-4408  604-823-2243  pd33@bctf.ca Comox District Teachers' Association (71) Lisa Pedersen-Skene    250-897-0487  pd71@bctf.ca Coquitlam Teachers' Association (43) Michael Galliford  604-464-8581  604-937-8045  pd43@bctf.ca Cowichan District Teachers' Association (65) Naomi Nilsson  250-748-2251  250-746-7849  pd65@bctf.ca Sabina Reska  250-743-6916  250-743-6915  pd65@bctf.ca Cranbrook District Teachers' Association (2) Carol Johns  250-489-4391  250-489-0600  pd02@bctf.ca Colette Grasdal  250-426-5241  250-426-6673  pd02@bctf.ca Creston Valley Teachers' Association (861) Melissa Feragotti  250-428-2051  250-428-2019  pd861@bctf.ca Delta Teachers' Association (37) Fiona Higgs    604-599-1786  pd37@bctf.ca Fernie District Teachers' Association (1) Linda Christenson  250-425-6666  250-425-6661  pd01@bctf.ca Sarah Larsen      pd01@bctf.ca Fort Nelson District Teachers' Association (81) Shirley Kenney  250-774-6941  250-774-6988  pd81@bctf.ca Fraser-Cascade Teachers' Association (78) Kathleen Koopman      pd78@bctf.ca Gold Trail Teachers' Association (74) Elizabeth Griggs  250-256-4274  250-256-4275  pd74@bctf.ca Golden Teachers' Association (18) Margaret Calladine  250-344-6317    pd18@bctf.ca Greater Victoria Teachers' Association (61) Lucinda Graf  250-727-0188  250-727-2079  pd61@bctf.ca Gulf Islands Teachers' Association (64) James Lightfoot  250-653-9223  250-653-2090  pd64@bctf.ca Haida Gwaii Teachers' Association (50) Autum Gates    250-626-3214  pd50@bctf.ca Monika Hausmann    250-626-3214  pd50@bctf.ca Kamloops Thompson Teachers' Association (73) David Comrie    250-377-2257  pd73@bctf.ca Kimberley Teachers' Association (3) Bethany Turcon      pd03@bctf.ca Craig Hillman  250-427-4827  250-427-7106  pd03@bctf.ca Kitimat District Teachers' Association (80) Katherine Johnsen  250-632-6174  888-539-4732  pd80@bctf.ca Michele Sutherland  250-632-2912  888-574-1126  pd80@bctf.ca Kootenay Columbia Teachers' Union (20) John Horcoff      pd20@bctf.ca Kootenay Lake Teachers' Association (862) Dennis Larcombe  250-229-4224  250-353-7434  pd862@bctf.ca Lake Cowichan Teachers' Association (66) Christine Rolls  250-748-0011  250-749-4030  pd66@bctf.ca Langley Teachers' Association (35) Sandy Ho  604-888-3033  604-888-2873  pd35@bctf.ca Mackenzie Teachers' Association (572) Amber Raycraft  250-963-7060  250-963-7381  pd572@bctf.ca Christa Barnes  250-997-6340  250-997-5075  pd572@bctf.ca Karen Chadha  250-997-6340  250-997-5075  pd572@bctf.ca Maple Ridge Teachers' Association (42) Suzanne Hall  604-463-6414  604-466-6265  pd42@bctf.ca McBride-Valemount Teachers' Association (573) Brian Hanson    250-566-4551  pd573@bctf.ca Jennifer L'Arrivee  250-569-2295  250-569-2620  pd573@bctf.ca Julia Howard  250-569-2295  250-569-2620  pd573@bctf.ca Mission Teachers' Union (75) Anna Heavenor  604-820-4587  604-820-9505  pd75@bctf.ca Mount Arrowsmith Teachers' Association (69) Denise Spencer-Dahl  250-248-3296  250-954-1734  pd69@bctf.ca Lesley Rowan  250-752-5651  250-752-8604  pd69@bctf.ca Nanaimo District Teachers' Association (68) Colleen Skipper  250-758-6892  250-758-2373  pd68@bctf.ca Michael Silverton    250-751-8840  pd68@bctf.ca Nechako Teachers' Union (56) Cindy Miller  250-996-7126  250-996-7708  pd56@bctf.ca Shawn Lank  250-699-6233  250-699-7753  pd56@bctf.ca Nelson District Teachers' Association (7) Monica Doyle  250-352-3186  250-352-3183  pd07@bctf.ca Tamara Martin  250-352-5538  250-352-3119  pd07@bctf.ca New Westminster Teachers' Union (40) Romeo Lavrencic  604-517-6316  604-517-6204  pd40@bctf.ca Sandra Lee  604-517-6090  604-517-6091  pd40@bctf.ca Nisga'a Teachers' Union (92) Charity Peal  250-633-2225  250-633-2669  pd92@bctf.ca Samantha Lambright  250-326-4206  250-633-2916  pd92@bctf.ca Sara Beardsell  250-633-2225  250-633-2669  pd92@bctf.ca North Okanagan-Shuswap Teachers' Association (83) Kyla Hadden  250-836-2831  250-836-2664  pd83@bctf.ca North Vancouver Teachers' Association (44) Maria Aiello  604-903-3750  604-903-3751  pd44@bctf.ca Okanagan Skaha Teachers' Union (67) Angela Seppola  250-770-7683  250-492-5981  pd67@bctf.ca Peace River North Teachers' Association (60) Jessica Dmytruk  250-793-9125  250-630-2323  pd60@bctf.ca Peace River South Teachers' Association (591) Angela Connelly    250-782-9604  pd591@bctf.ca Powell River District Teachers' Association (47) Wendy Adams  604-485-5660    pd47@bctf.ca Prince George District Teachers' Association (571) Glen Thielmann  250-562-9525  250-564-4875  pd571@bctf.ca Prince Rupert District Teachers' Union (52) Colleen Pudsey    250-627-1348  pd52@bctf.ca Marla Gamble    250-627-1348  pd52@bctf.ca Raegan Sawka  250-627-1536  250-627-1443  pd52@bctf.ca Princeton District Teachers' Union (17) Gordon Bibby  250-295-3218  250-295-7914  pd17@bctf.ca Mary Bell  250-295-3218  250-295-7914  pd17@bctf.ca Quesnel District Teachers' Association (28) Carlie Borrett  250-991-5566  250-991-5565  pd28@bctf.ca Revelstoke Teachers' Association (19) Stacey Grimm  250-837-2173  250-837-7164  pd19@bctf.ca Richmond Teachers' Association (38) Christian Matheson  604-668-6665  604-668-6569  pd38@bctf.ca Saanich Teachers' Association (63) Holly Mair  250-704-4972  250-479-9870  pd63@bctf.ca Sarah Windle  250-652-9261  250-652-2094  pd63@bctf.ca Sea to Sky Teachers' Association (48) April Lowe  604-898-3688  604-898-4706  pd48@bctf.ca SEPF (93) Alain Paquin  604-437-4849  604-437-9630  pd93@bctf.ca Linda Theriault  250-220-6010  250-220-6014  pd93@bctf.ca Monica Monus    604-214-9881  pd93@bctf.ca Sooke Teachers' Association (62) Brian Hotovy  250-474-1291  250-478-0738  pd62@bctf.ca Kristine Kosolofski  250-478-3232  250-391-9624  pd62@bctf.ca South Okanagan Similkameen Teachers' Union (53) Nicola MacNaughton  250-498-3468  250-498-0339  pd53@bctf.ca Stikine Teachers' Association (87) Alithia Gillies    250-771-4343  pd87@bctf.ca Andre Lagace    250-771-4343  pd87@bctf.ca Sunshine Coast Teachers' Association (46) Patrick McCallum  604-885-3216  604-885-7991  pd46@bctf.ca Surrey Teachers' Association (36) Anne McNamee      pd36@bctf.ca Stephen Anderson      pd36@bctf.ca Terrace District Teachers' Union (881) Karen Andrews  250-635-3115  888-456-3464  pd881@bctf.ca Upper Skeena Teachers (882) Jan Thorburn  250-842-5214  888-503-6959  pd882@bctf.ca Shirley Hobenshield  250-849-5484  888-594-2271  pd882@bctf.ca Vancouver Elementary School Teachers' Association (391) Allison Jambor      pd391@bctf.ca Patricia Gudlaugson      pd391@bctf.ca Vancouver Island North Teachers' Association (85) Sarah Soltau-Heller  250-949-6418  250-949-6485  pd85@bctf.ca Vancouver Island West Teachers' Union (84) Adam Barber    250-761-4234  pd84@bctf.ca Glyn Howell    250-934-6578  pd84@bctf.ca Vancouver Secondary Teachers' Association (392) Mary Filleul    604-713-5076  pd392@bctf.ca Vernon Teachers' Association (22) Robyn Ladner    250-545-7680  pd22@bctf.ca West Vancouver Teachers' Association (45) Rosemary Murray  604-981-1200  604-981-1201  pd45@bctf.ca Shannon Gray  604-981-1130  604-981-1131  pd45@bctf.ca Windermere Teachers' Association (4) Robyn Oliver  250-342-9213  250-342-4499  pd04@bctf.ca About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy Close Window Print Page   BCTF Professional Development Chairpersons Sorted by local name. Click here for sort by local number. Local Chair School Phone School Fax E-mail Abbotsford District Teachers' Association (34) Brenda Head    604-850-7692  pd34@bctf.ca Alberni District Teachers' Union (701) Stephanie Hopkins  250-723-7522  250-723-7557  pd701@bctf.ca Arrow Lakes Teachers' Association (10) Paula Rogers  250-358-7222  250-358-2533  pd10@bctf.ca Boundary District Teachers' Association (51) Catherine Pankoff  250-442-8275  250-442-5388  pd51@bctf.ca Linda Rawlings-Dolezsar  250-442-5313  250-442-5317  pd51@bctf.ca Bulkley Valley Teachers' Union (54) Kristina Willing  250-847-2231  250-847-2165  pd54@bctf.ca Mary Neto  250-847-2231  250-847-2165  pd54@bctf.ca Burnaby Teachers' Association (41) Alexandra Peters  604-664-7056  604-664-8734  pd41@bctf.ca Barbara Henderson  604-664-8727  604-664-8818  pd41@bctf.ca Patricia Dolton      pd41@bctf.ca Burns Lake District Teachers' Union (55) Lisa Mason  250-698-7301  250-698-7349  pd55@bctf.ca Campbell River District Teachers' Association (72) Adria Anne Gleeson  250-286-0511  250-286-0938  pd72@bctf.ca Cariboo-Chilcotin Teachers' Association (27) Shirley Giroux  250-398-5800  250-398-5206  pd27@bctf.ca Central Coast Teachers' Association (49) Coleen Fraser  250-799-5556  250-799-5757  pd49@bctf.ca Stephen Dishkin  250-982-2355  250-982-2720  pd49@bctf.ca Central Okanagan Teachers' Association (23) Joe Jamison  250-868-1135  250-870-5020  pd23@bctf.ca Chetwynd Teachers' Association (592) Gysbert Ruiter  250-788-2267  250-788-9729  pd592@bctf.ca Chilliwack Teachers' Association (33) Angela Woods  604-823-4408  604-823-2243  pd33@bctf.ca Comox District Teachers' Association (71) Lisa Pedersen-Skene    250-897-0487  pd71@bctf.ca Coquitlam Teachers' Association (43) Michael Galliford  604-464-8581  604-937-8045  pd43@bctf.ca Cowichan District Teachers' Association (65) Naomi Nilsson  250-748-2251  250-746-7849  pd65@bctf.ca Sabina Reska  250-743-6916  250-743-6915  pd65@bctf.ca Cranbrook District Teachers' Association (2) Carol Johns  250-489-4391  250-489-0600  pd02@bctf.ca Colette Grasdal  250-426-5241  250-426-6673  pd02@bctf.ca Creston Valley Teachers' Association (861) Melissa Feragotti  250-428-2051  250-428-2019  pd861@bctf.ca Delta Teachers' Association (37) Fiona Higgs    604-599-1786  pd37@bctf.ca Fernie District Teachers' Association (1) Linda Christenson  250-425-6666  250-425-6661  pd01@bctf.ca Sarah Larsen      pd01@bctf.ca Fort Nelson District Teachers' Association (81) Shirley Kenney  250-774-6941  250-774-6988  pd81@bctf.ca Fraser-Cascade Teachers' Association (78) Kathleen Koopman      pd78@bctf.ca Gold Trail Teachers' Association (74) Elizabeth Griggs  250-256-4274  250-256-4275  pd74@bctf.ca Golden Teachers' Association (18) Margaret Calladine  250-344-6317    pd18@bctf.ca Greater Victoria Teachers' Association (61) Lucinda Graf  250-727-0188  250-727-2079  pd61@bctf.ca Gulf Islands Teachers' Association (64) James Lightfoot  250-653-9223  250-653-2090  pd64@bctf.ca Haida Gwaii Teachers' Association (50) Autum Gates    250-626-3214  pd50@bctf.ca Monika Hausmann    250-626-3214  pd50@bctf.ca Kamloops Thompson Teachers' Association (73) David Comrie    250-377-2257  pd73@bctf.ca Kimberley Teachers' Association (3) Bethany Turcon      pd03@bctf.ca Craig Hillman  250-427-4827  250-427-7106  pd03@bctf.ca Kitimat District Teachers' Association (80) Katherine Johnsen  250-632-6174  888-539-4732  pd80@bctf.ca Michele Sutherland  250-632-2912  888-574-1126  pd80@bctf.ca Kootenay Columbia Teachers' Union (20) John Horcoff      pd20@bctf.ca Kootenay Lake Teachers' Association (862) Dennis Larcombe  250-229-4224  250-353-7434  pd862@bctf.ca Lake Cowichan Teachers' Association (66) Christine Rolls  250-748-0011  250-749-4030  pd66@bctf.ca Langley Teachers' Association (35) Sandy Ho  604-888-3033  604-888-2873  pd35@bctf.ca Mackenzie Teachers' Association (572) Amber Raycraft  250-963-7060  250-963-7381  pd572@bctf.ca Christa Barnes  250-997-6340  250-997-5075  pd572@bctf.ca Karen Chadha  250-997-6340  250-997-5075  pd572@bctf.ca Maple Ridge Teachers' Association (42) Suzanne Hall  604-463-6414  604-466-6265  pd42@bctf.ca McBride-Valemount Teachers' Association (573) Brian Hanson    250-566-4551  pd573@bctf.ca Jennifer L'Arrivee  250-569-2295  250-569-2620  pd573@bctf.ca Julia Howard  250-569-2295  250-569-2620  pd573@bctf.ca Mission Teachers' Union (75) Anna Heavenor  604-820-4587  604-820-9505  pd75@bctf.ca Mount Arrowsmith Teachers' Association (69) Denise Spencer-Dahl  250-248-3296  250-954-1734  pd69@bctf.ca Lesley Rowan  250-752-5651  250-752-8604  pd69@bctf.ca Nanaimo District Teachers' Association (68) Colleen Skipper  250-758-6892  250-758-2373  pd68@bctf.ca Michael Silverton    250-751-8840  pd68@bctf.ca Nechako Teachers' Union (56) Cindy Miller  250-996-7126  250-996-7708  pd56@bctf.ca Shawn Lank  250-699-6233  250-699-7753  pd56@bctf.ca Nelson District Teachers' Association (7) Monica Doyle  250-352-3186  250-352-3183  pd07@bctf.ca Tamara Martin  250-352-5538  250-352-3119  pd07@bctf.ca New Westminster Teachers' Union (40) Romeo Lavrencic  604-517-6316  604-517-6204  pd40@bctf.ca Sandra Lee  604-517-6090  604-517-6091  pd40@bctf.ca Nisga'a Teachers' Union (92) Charity Peal  250-633-2225  250-633-2669  pd92@bctf.ca Samantha Lambright  250-326-4206  250-633-2916  pd92@bctf.ca Sara Beardsell  250-633-2225  250-633-2669  pd92@bctf.ca North Okanagan-Shuswap Teachers' Association (83) Kyla Hadden  250-836-2831  250-836-2664  pd83@bctf.ca North Vancouver Teachers' Association (44) Maria Aiello  604-903-3750  604-903-3751  pd44@bctf.ca Okanagan Skaha Teachers' Union (67) Angela Seppola  250-770-7683  250-492-5981  pd67@bctf.ca Peace River North Teachers' Association (60) Jessica Dmytruk  250-793-9125  250-630-2323  pd60@bctf.ca Peace River South Teachers' Association (591) Angela Connelly    250-782-9604  pd591@bctf.ca Powell River District Teachers' Association (47) Wendy Adams  604-485-5660    pd47@bctf.ca Prince George District Teachers' Association (571) Glen Thielmann  250-562-9525  250-564-4875  pd571@bctf.ca Prince Rupert District Teachers' Union (52) Colleen Pudsey    250-627-1348  pd52@bctf.ca Marla Gamble    250-627-1348  pd52@bctf.ca Raegan Sawka  250-627-1536  250-627-1443  pd52@bctf.ca Princeton District Teachers' Union (17) Gordon Bibby  250-295-3218  250-295-7914  pd17@bctf.ca Mary Bell  250-295-3218  250-295-7914  pd17@bctf.ca Quesnel District Teachers' Association (28) Carlie Borrett  250-991-5566  250-991-5565  pd28@bctf.ca Revelstoke Teachers' Association (19) Stacey Grimm  250-837-2173  250-837-7164  pd19@bctf.ca Richmond Teachers' Association (38) Christian Matheson  604-668-6665  604-668-6569  pd38@bctf.ca Saanich Teachers' Association (63) Holly Mair  250-704-4972  250-479-9870  pd63@bctf.ca Sarah Windle  250-652-9261  250-652-2094  pd63@bctf.ca Sea to Sky Teachers' Association (48) April Lowe  604-898-3688  604-898-4706  pd48@bctf.ca SEPF (93) Alain Paquin  604-437-4849  604-437-9630  pd93@bctf.ca Linda Theriault  250-220-6010  250-220-6014  pd93@bctf.ca Monica Monus    604-214-9881  pd93@bctf.ca Sooke Teachers' Association (62) Brian Hotovy  250-474-1291  250-478-0738  pd62@bctf.ca Kristine Kosolofski  250-478-3232  250-391-9624  pd62@bctf.ca South Okanagan Similkameen Teachers' Union (53) Nicola MacNaughton  250-498-3468  250-498-0339  pd53@bctf.ca Stikine Teachers' Association (87) Alithia Gillies    250-771-4343  pd87@bctf.ca Andre Lagace    250-771-4343  pd87@bctf.ca Sunshine Coast Teachers' Association (46) Patrick McCallum  604-885-3216  604-885-7991  pd46@bctf.ca Surrey Teachers' Association (36) Anne McNamee      pd36@bctf.ca Stephen Anderson      pd36@bctf.ca Terrace District Teachers' Union (881) Karen Andrews  250-635-3115  888-456-3464  pd881@bctf.ca Upper Skeena Teachers (882) Jan Thorburn  250-842-5214  888-503-6959  pd882@bctf.ca Shirley Hobenshield  250-849-5484  888-594-2271  pd882@bctf.ca Vancouver Elementary School Teachers' Association (391) Allison Jambor      pd391@bctf.ca Patricia Gudlaugson      pd391@bctf.ca Vancouver Island North Teachers' Association (85) Sarah Soltau-Heller  250-949-6418  250-949-6485  pd85@bctf.ca Vancouver Island West Teachers' Union (84) Adam Barber    250-761-4234  pd84@bctf.ca Glyn Howell    250-934-6578  pd84@bctf.ca Vancouver Secondary Teachers' Association (392) Mary Filleul    604-713-5076  pd392@bctf.ca Vernon Teachers' Association (22) Robyn Ladner    250-545-7680  pd22@bctf.ca West Vancouver Teachers' Association (45) Rosemary Murray  604-981-1200  604-981-1201  pd45@bctf.ca Shannon Gray  604-981-1130  604-981-1131  pd45@bctf.ca Windermere Teachers' Association (4) Robyn Oliver  250-342-9213  250-342-4499  pd04@bctf.ca)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=20642,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > March 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 5, March 2010  The ministry unveils full-day Kindergarten Full-day Kindergarten will play a significant part in providing BC students with a good start in their education and life. It provides an opportunity for children to experience a rich and interactive environment, while laying a positive foundation for healthy physical, social, emotional, and cognitive development. Education is the best economic development and health promotion program ever invented. Early childhood development is critical, and early years learning programs can determine the quality of our future learners and leaders. Full-day Kindergarten provides our youngest students time to explore, learn, and grow in an engaging and supportive environment. Children are natural learners, full of wonder and curiosity about their world. The Ministry of Education is phasing in universal access over two years. Full-day Kindergarten will be available for up to half of BC’s eligible students in September 2010. By September 2011, full-day Kindergarten will be available across the province. School districts are responsible for determining which schools will be offering the full-day Kindergarten program for the start of the 2010 school year. This allows them to address local priorities and meet the needs of families in their community. When school districts submitted their proposals identifying potential schools for the first year of the phased-in approach, we requested they take into consideration offering before- and after-school childcare so that parents working or studying have access to seamless learning and care services at school sites. Benefits of full-day Kindergarten Full-day learning is associated with improved literacy and numeracy, smoother transitions to Grade 1, and in the longer term, better secondary school graduation rates. A full day also enables teachers to give students more individual attention. A longer instructional day will enable Kindergarten teachers to provide more opportunities for learning and success. The expanded Kindergarten program will enhance a child’s learning potential, provide a wide range of advantages from academic to social skills, model appropriate classroom behaviour, and help create a positive attitude toward school. Additional benefits include: more opportunities to learn through play. extended interaction with other children to help develop strong social-emotional skills and positive self esteem. greater exposure to educational materials to help develop strong literacy skills. more time for teachers to meet the needs of children. fewer transitions during the day. more individual and small-group activities. Supports for teachers The ministry’s current curriculum for Kindergarten will remain in place for full-day Kindergarten. (www.bced.gov.bc.ca/irp/grkcurric_req.pdf) The ideas contained in The Primary Program: A Framework for Teaching will support teachers in designing and delivering full-day Kindergarten programs. (www.bced.gov.bc.ca/primary_program/primary_prog.pdf) The Primary Program reflects an understanding that children learn through active engagement and play. The ministry is working on a Full-Day Kindergarten Program Guide to assist teachers, administrators, and other school staff in creating rich, play-based early learning experiences for children. The guide will be available later this spring. StrongStart BC Early Learning Program Full-day Kindergarten is just one of several important early learning initiatives in our province. The StrongStart BC early learning program provides school-based early learning services for adults and their young children at no cost to families. Both children and adults can benefit from StrongStart BC early learning programs—children have access to high-quality learning environments and benefit from social interactions while the adults who accompany them learn new ways to support learning, both at the StrongStart BC centre and at home. Qualified early childhood educators lead learning activities, including stories, music, and art to help children get ready for success in Kindergarten. Currently, there are more than 300 StrongStart BC programs in operation across the province that reported more than 278,000 visits in the last school year. Vision for early learning in British Columbia Nothing is more important, as we look to our future, than the education of our children. In British Columbia, early learning and early-childhood development have been placed at the forefront of efforts to improve education services. The vision for early learning in British Columbia stems from knowing that children start learning from the moment they enter the world. The British Columbia Early Learning Framework describes the vision, pedagogical principles, and key areas of learning for children from birth to five years (before school entry). (www.bced.gov.bc.ca/early_learning/early_learning_framework.htm) Broadly speaking, the Early Learning Framework intends to: support dialogue and reflection on the critical importance of development and learning of young children. serve as a tool for reflecting on, and guiding, early learning programs and activities. support discussion with and between, families about their children’s early learning. guide professional development activities and investments. serve as a basis for discussion among community partners with respect to the early years. create a shared image of the child that can guide efforts to promote early learning at the local and provincial levels. Our best future is one where all our children are healthy, emotionally secure, socially competent, and confident learners. Full-day Kindergarten appears to have widespread support among British Columbians and research shows a play-based Kindergarten program combined with early learning opportunities has long-term benefits for our children’s academic and social skills. Full-day Kindergarten is an opportunity to provide our children with a greater and more enriching educational experience and will be a sound educational investment in British Columbia’s—and Canada’s—future. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2013/03/why-educators-should-resist-educational.html?showComment0751363333070457,Staffroom Confidential: Why educators should resist educational technology Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Saturday, March 9, 2013 Why educators should resist educational technology I sat down earlier this week to write a blog post and I had a catchy title in mind: "iPads in the Classroom: Deja vu all over again". I had just read an article tweeted to me by my friend Tobey Steeves that appeared in the Atlantic in the mid-1990's. The article is called "The Computer Delusion" and I would recommend it (http://www.theatlantic.com/past/docs/issues/97jul/computer.htm). It begins with a short history lesson on past technological advances meant to revolutionize teaching, learning and schools, like television. And how these did nothing of the sort. And I thought, yes, just like the current crop of fad technologies: Smartboards, iPads, MOOCs. My partner had just laughingly told me about how the first out of date and now useless Smartboard showed up in his school's staffroom - the general repository of ed tech junk. But the more I think about it, the less I think it is the same all over again. It is very true that since schooling and technology there has been technology in schools. Some technology is very helpful. Some does genuinely change the way we teach and learn, a little bit. And lots gets left in the dust bins of staff rooms for a whole variety of reasons well articulated in The Computer Delusion. However, just like everything else in society lately, what is different now is not the perpetual change and the perpetual adoption of change before there is evidence to support the change. What is different is the pace of change. Things are happening so fast no-one has time to even reflect on what went wrong. In Education Week an article on educational technology happily examined "adaptive content". "What if, for example, we designed MOOCs (massive online courses) that, when illustrating a principle during a lecture, could use examples which were designed for the student's context? After all, most online communities already require members to fill in their age, location, etc. Or, if we had webcams that would interpret student's emotions and speed up / slow down a lecture/provide more illustrations/segue to an activity as needed. This technology, in fact, is already used by marketing companies to score consumer's reactions to their products online by reading their facial expressions via webcam, instead of written/multiple-choice feedback." I don't know about you, but that creeps me out on a lot of different levels. Learning as social activity? No.  Learning to broaden your horizens? No. Learning without privacy intrusions? No. But from one point of view, why not, if that is the fastest and cheapest way to make human beings learn and fast and cheap are the criteria? About five years ago I was teaching Information Technology and one of the classes I taught was game design. A researcher from the local university came to study my class, interested in how "gamification" related to learning. I didn't think all that much of it at the time, but am starting to see that educational technology is no longer just about tools to enhance learning, but rather the insertion of some of the most disturbing aspects of marketing into the previously (somewhat) protected world of schools and childhood. Joel Bakan has written an excellent book called "Childhood under siege". In it he examines some of the ways that marketers have used their techniques to sell toys, create addictive games, and market pharmaceuticals to children. It is disturbing. Those same trends are evident in the pitch to change teaching and learning with technology. One of the words that really bothers me right now is "engagement". It is so trendy. You can't have a conversation or read an article about education without encountering it. But what does it really mean? Learning is hard. And learning hard things is harder. Learning also is often uncomfortable. And sometimes it is boring. Anyone who has learned to play the violin knows that it takes at least 10,000 hours of often repetitive practice that sounds bad. There is no shortcut. You can play with others, play pieces you like, and perform. These all make it more fun. And you hopefully learn along the way that the practice is worth it. And this is what motivates you to practice more. What the educational technology companies are pushing is "engaged" learning as a short cut. But it won't work. It won't engage. It won't teach better. First off, much of what passes for educational technology these days is really modified consumer electronics. iPads, iPhones...these are consumer devices, not educational tools. Apps and games are designed to addict, not engage. I find apps the most disturbing...the most simplistic human reaction - just touching it - gives you a reward and a little hit of dopamine. You keep playing. Or checking your email. Or your twitter feed. It is this very feature of apps that make them appealing to two year olds. Playing on an iPad is more fun than learning to walk. Why? It is easier. You learn less (if anything at all). That is why they have temper tantrums when you take the iPad away. Sherry Turkle, in her book "Alone Together", considers the touted advantage of "multitasking" with technology. "When psychologists study multitasking, they do not find a story of new efficiencies. Rather, multitaskers don't perform as well on any of the tasks they are attempting. But multitasking feels good because the body rewards it with neurochemicals that induce a multitasking "high". The high deceives multitaskers into thinking they are being especially productive. In search of the high, they want to do even more. In the years ahead, there will be a lot to sort out. We fell in love with what technology made easy. Our bodies colluded." App development and consumer electronics are not designed for optimal learning. They are designed for optimal addiction. Very, very clever marketing people put their minds to this. They use everything we know about human psychology. Online pets die for a reason, as Joel Bakan explains in his book. The reason is to cause fear and worry in the child who must return to the program to feed it. My daughter is 13 years old, and I look around and am thankful I didn't have to keep iPads away from her. How did this happen so fast? She's not even grown up, and already childhood is different, and not for the better. This year in our school District, Wifi will be available to every child in every high school. Why? I don't know. So they can watch youtube at lunch hour instead of hang out with their friends? Respond to their text messages? Check their Facebook? Is it *necessary* or even *beneficial* for learning? I've yet to hear a good reason. We didn't use to have think about the precautionary principle in education. The popular myth had it that the pendulum would always swing back the other way, protecting us from fads and political interference. But this myth is just that - a myth. For twenty years, from a computer in every classroom to massive online learning, technology companies have become more and more sophisticated at pushing their product. We need to resist before it is too late. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 2:13 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 12 comments: TobeyMarch 9, 2013 at 4:22 PM Hi Tara, I dunno if it's crossed your path, but you might appreciate some of the discussion in => The shallows: What the Internet is doing to our brains. Beyond this point, I think it's also meaningful to highlight that many of these tech-centric solutions are pushed /on/ teachers, not derived /from/ the needs of teachers. It's that same politics of authority I discuss in my thesis. Eerie how often it's applicable ... Regards, TobeyReplyDelete Tara EhrckeMarch 9, 2013 at 5:15 PM Yes, just finished reading it...also an excellent read.ReplyDelete Replies Concerned ParentsMarch 10, 2013 at 12:51 PM Hi Tara, thank you for bringing up this important issue which many teachers are reluctant to discuss. As parents we question both the cost and the pedagogical value of replacing teachers with iPads. Unfortunately, our concerns are routinely marginalized and silenced by the tidal wave of 21st Century Learning. While educational budgets are cut on many fronts, no one (including parents who are taxpayers and "stakeholders") is allowed to question the sacred plans of technological advancement in millions of dollars. No one is allowed to question the cost of purchasing $700/pc iPads, of thousands of wireless routers (along with licensing fees for apps and newer routers' automatic opt-in cloud computing contracts), the cost of energy powering these devices, especially WiFi routers which operate 24/7, the cost of replacements to feed corporations' planned obsolescence which will occur every few years for decades to come, and the cost of health which is incalculable. I'm not surprised Mr. Carr said that tech gadgets caused him "a chronic state of distraction". Apart from the the psychological urge to get immediate feedback through the devices and the internet, there is valid physiological reason, when WiFi is used, that leads to inattention, impaired memory, insomnia or other more severe adverse effects to the brain and the body. Please take a look at the two videos below which show the level of "cellular noise" created by wireless equipment. Humans are electromagnetic beings, that's why doctors are able to use EEG to measure brain waves and EKG for the heart. The natural frequency of the human body is about 7.83 Hz. Wirelessly plugging our bodies to WiFi frequencies of 2,400,000,000 and 5,000,000,000 Hz, 24/7, is unnatural and invasive. Please hear the Pulsed Microwave of WiFi and iPad Radiation captured on Videos: iPad WiFi Radiation with Wireless Router On http://youtu.be/snt2uaQd_Ps Radiation of iPad with WiFi ON but no Internet Connection http://youtu.be/ANH6PEyQSZY The European Parliament, the Council of Europe as well as many doctors' groups have been advocating, in recent years, the REDUCTION of electromagnetic radiation in our environment, especially for children, youth, pregnant women and babies. http://www.safeinschool.org/2013/02/medical-advisory-wifi-radiation-and.html In this letter, Dr. Martha Herbert, a Harvard Neurologist who specializes in Pediatric Neurology, explains her research and concern about wireless radiation damaging children's brain function. http://goo.gl/Okafv Will SMART kids really be smarter, or dumber? Delete Concerned ParentsMarch 15, 2013 at 12:37 AM FYI. Your article was mentioned in this post: New Industry-Affiliated Website Promotes WiFi in Schools. Denies Health Risks. http://www.safeinschool.org/2013/03/wifiinsscholsca-new-industry-affiliated.htmlDelete Reply AnonymousMarch 9, 2013 at 5:31 PM It is this influx of this marketing scheme and it's technology toys that will be the undoing of public education. Search blended learning and working conditions and you'll see it's touted a solution to teacher working conditions, the very opposite of what is best for education and learning, building relationships between students and teachers, engaging them personally. Soon this effort to 'reduce working conditions for teachers' will further reduce the number of teachers deemed necessary. With one teacher instructing the online course, only a supervisor is needed in the classroom, not necessarily a teacher. Soon why even bother with a teacher at all, just hire an 'expert,' and save money. The Founder of the Khan Academy suggests already that you don't need a teacher to learn and Districts are using these online tutorials all across the province and bringing in this company to provide in-service in school districts. He thinks your training as teachers is pointless, he doesn't have an education degree and he's teaching kids around the world. ReplyDelete AnonymousMarch 9, 2013 at 5:32 PM I recently watched part of the LA United Board meetings where industry, administrators and some teachers were pushing for the installation of Wi-Fi across their School District. I couldn't watch further after listening to one defend the need or WiFi because it was felt a miracle solution for those students with ADD. They simply sit down in front of a screen and are mesmerized, instantly 'engaged' in the 'learning,' or so we're told. Yet we know better, this isn't learning and it's certainly not personalized learning. Personalized Learning for every student is the absolute ideal and personally I believe strongly in this approach BUT it's impossible in this current climate of cuts, under-funding and push to put students in front of screens instead of what we know works, smaller, well resourced classes. With this well versed tech marketing scheme comes the well oiled terms suggesting that education reform requires new teachers well versed in new ways of learning implying that seasoned teachers are like dinosaurs unable to acquire the necessary attention and 'engagement of students if they don't use the new technology. Isn't one of the best predictors of student success the greater years experience a teacher has? There are many reasons to question WiFi in schools, from the decrease in interpersonal skills, to the dumbing down of society, to the lack of pre-planning skills kids now find a challenge given their instant lifestyle. The risks of WiFi are another that are affecting more and more students and teachers. There are many health risks beyond the 2B carcinogen reclassified in 2011 by the WHO but shouldn't hat be enough. Canada has one of the lowest safety standards in the world and yet we're not using the precautionary principle. Instead many are trusting industries promise that the levels meet Health Canada's dismal standards. Yet only late last month Health Canada's lead researcher admitted in court that safety code 6 doesn't account for non0thermal affects despite assuring parents and schools of this across the provinces. The court transcripts are now available from the Superior Court of Quebec for a fee and by mail. You can read more about it here: http://www.magdahavas.com/health-canada-admits-safety-code-6-guideline-for-microwave-radiation-is-based-only-on-thermal-effects/ ReplyDelete AnonymousMarch 9, 2013 at 5:33 PM Why, with so little evidence, if any benefit from WiFi and all it's toys is public education further pushing students and those working in the education community to seemingly blindly risk not only their educational outcomes but their health. Oh right, we want to dumb down society, their easier to manage. Yet why risk health? It'll only cost society in the end? Compared with tobacco, wireless technology is following the same path only it's risky 'smoke' is invisible. Already insurance companies aren't insuring technology corporations against health risks. Companies like Fortis BC are hiring Product Defense Companies (Exponent) to defend the wireless capacity of smart meters. Asbestos, Tobacco, Monsanto's and other corporations marketing risk hire these companies to create doubt in the consumer so they con continue to line their pockets not because they're safe for the population. Their mandate is to get the best bottom line for their clients, to keep the bank roll rolling or as long as they can, despite the risks. Los Angeles Teacher's Union Passes Resolution to Ensure Safety from Hazardous Electromagnetic Fields (EMF) in Schools including EMF Emissions from Wireless Technology - W.E.E.P. News - March 09, 2013: - http://weepnews.blogspot.ca/2013/03/los-angeles-teachers-resolution-masts.html “I move that UTLA will abide by current National NEA Policy for Environmentally Safe Schools which states that all employees and stakeholders should be informed when there are changes in their exposure to environmental hazards including electromagnetic radiation and that all stakeholders and the public should be notified of any actual and potential hazards. UTLA will advocate for technological solutions that maintain technology upgrades while not increasing employees exposure to electromagnetic radiation." The BC Education system needs effective technologies, as Dr. Stuart Shanker says "where necessary" and used safely with no risks to either teachers or those involved in education. ReplyDelete Patrick ChunMarch 16, 2013 at 12:16 PM Ms. Ehrcke, I couldn't agree with you more. As it stands now, technology in school is a distraction, especially when the motive of vendors is to push their wares from a profit point of view. True use of technology is not about iPads or smartboards. It has to start from the content side of things. WiFi in school could turn out to be a ticking time bomb. There is actually no "safe" threshold on the amount of electro-magnetic radiation. Any guideline is just an arbitrary number. Patrick Chun CEO, Greenwood Canada ESL educational software developer ReplyDelete Ann-MarieMarch 19, 2013 at 10:52 AM I can see both sides of this argument. It is definitely a topic that we need to address. One thought, and something that I have used in classrooms, is to recognize, with students, the increased use of technology but in the same breath, discuss the benefits of using technology only when it can meet our information needs - valuing the interpersonal discussions - and not 'buying into' how many apps and games entice us to become preoccupied with technology. I don't think anyone would argue that having information at our fingertips hasn't improved learning and that being able to access worldwide information and opinions doesn't increase our sense of global responsibility. Preparing our students to examine the role of technology in their lives is a discussion that all teachers and parents can have with their children. ReplyDelete Bryan JacksonMarch 19, 2013 at 11:02 AM Hi Tara, Without addressing the ongoing conversation of the safety of wireless technology, I wanted to offer some counterpoint to the idea that we should resist all forms of educational technology in our schools if we want to uphold our responsibility to the public trust. While I might share many of your concerns about marketing and commodification making their way into modern classrooms, resisting digital technology of all stripes would see schools ceding valuable territory in the struggle for modern democracy that is occurring more and more on the open web. The literacies that attend web communication - including elements of self-regulation / 'attention-literacy,' visual and design-related presentation and communication skills, as well as data ownership, privacy - are increasingly vital to an education system that hopes to prepare students to resist the more malignant elements of digital technology and retain their ability to seek out and create individual voice in society. Like prohibition left the booze business to organized crime, creating schools that ignore the web as a forum for democratic participation help enable the corporate takeover of what little remains of digital 'public space'. Your own blog, for example, which is the personification of this exercise in democratic voice, is hosted by Google; we do ourselves and our students a disservice by not seeking out experience in ensuring autonomy and agency over our own and our students' web footprints. Someone whose work I've found inspiring in his drive to maintain individual freedom and public trust on the open web is Dr. Gardner Cambell, who wrote the influential essay, "A Personal Cyberinfrastructure," in which he argues that students should be provided with an education where they learn how to become their own systems administrators: http://www.educause.edu/ero/article/personal-cyberinfrastructure Gardner's talk, "Teaching, Learning & the Digital Imagination," also might help frame the pursuit of the digital humanities as part of a developing liberal arts education: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BHOv_kSejBM I fully agree that there is a lot of corporate profiteering masquerading as educational necessity, and we need to be aware as educators of not only these perils, but the possibility which exists on the open web as well. Audrey Watters (@audreywatters) is someone who does an incredible service in keeping up with developments in K12 and higher education along these lines, and whose work I think you (and your readers) would appreciate. She blogs at: http://hackeducation.com/ I think our schools should provide many of the experiences you are calling for above, but also believe that the diversity of perspectives teaching professionals bring into the learning environment help shape the future healthily, empathetically, and democratically. As someone who feels as though I am fighting for the same sort of school system advocated here, I wanted to offer some of what underpins my belief that digital technology does have a place in our classrooms, and that this place doesn't necessarily denote a 'corporate takeover' of any sort. On the contrary, technology is in my classroom so that my students (whose lives are suffused in technology whether I limit its exposure or not) venture onto the web with their eyes open to both the peril, and the possibility of digital public space. Enjoy your spring break, Bryan -bryanjack.ca ReplyDelete Tara EhrckeMarch 20, 2013 at 8:54 AM Hi Bryan, I think the one point where we may disagree is that I see a *connection* between the profiteers and others that can be unhealthy if it is not recognized. Yes, there are many teachers who use IT in their classrooms for genuine, worthwhile reasons. I am one of them. But when teachers start to jump on the bandwagon (sometimes just because they are excited about what they are doing, but sometimes for the purpose of personal career advancement) they go from using tech for their own teaching to advocating tech. Thus the profiteers exploit teachers to assist in advocating for change that in the long run is not healthy for schools and children. When this happens with district administrators and Ministry officials and university professors, these people become "internal validators" - lending justification for the vacuous arguments of the tech companies. When I say "resist", I don't necessarily mean "ban" (although that certainly might make sense in some circumstances). I mean think critically about whether the introduction of a new technology should or should not be adopted. Who wants it and why? In other words, do not capitulate to the vapid arguments of "it is there, so we have to use it", "it is there, so it is coming anyway", "they use it in life, so we have to in school", "they will use it at work, so we have to in school". None of these are good arguments. When considering whether or not to adopt new technologies, we also have to look at the bigger picture, including what gets removed...because every time something new arrives, something else goes. So, it is perfectly sensible to consider the overall screen time of children and consider whether or not any more screen time should take place in school. Or to consider whether we want wireless turned on all day so that kids can use their devices during recess, when that very well might displace f2f and exercise. Or to consider the degree to which "collaboration" with technology replaces reading books, and the impact that has on learning and thinking (suggest here Proust & the Squid...and In the Shallows...very good introductions to the effect of technology on the reading brain, what is lost...). I don't disagree with teaching digital literacy (although perhaps for different reasons than you...I think the "democracy" of the internet is largely a myth, but I do think kids should understand how the machines around them work), but that is very different than infusing teaching with technology or using technology for teaching and learning other subject areas. Thanks for your thoughtful comments - Tara ReplyDelete Clint LalondeMarch 28, 2013 at 12:12 PM Hi Tara, First off, truce. If I need to hold out a white flag here then please consider this to be one :). As a parent, I truly appreciate there are people like you and Tobey who are taking a very critical look at the role of technology in our schools. I agree with much of what you write and speak about - corporate agendas, the desire for quick fixes, the motivations for why we need technology in our schools, distractions - these are all incredibly valuable and important conversations for educators and parents to have. Technology is a tool that can be used well and can be used poorly. I am a Neil Postman fan and agree with him when he speaks about technology not as an either/or, but a this and that. There are tradeoffs, concessions and difficult discussions to have. What do we keep and what do we replace? Does this change the way we do things? How? What part is good and what part is bad? I agree with Bryan here that this issue of what role technology plays in our classrooms is vitally important to creating digital citizens of the future who can operate in the world and act with agency and autonomy. Who can change & challenge (or at least have the skills to deal with) the very things about our world that we both want to see changed. There are a myriad of reasons to keep technology out of the classroom - all valid. But keeping it out only means we do not work to find solutions to those problems. We hid them. Worse, we don't help our kids find solutions to their problems. How can they be expected to deal with making correct choices about issues like information overload and critical media literacy if they are not engaging in real and authentic ways with these issues? I worry that we underestimate the internet and that we are not doing enough to teach our kids how to thoughtfully and deliberately engage with it. To take control of it. To even realize that they can take control of it. We are letting the technology agenda be written by the corporations, by the entertainment industry, by the publishing companies when we enact policies that pretend the internet doesn't exist and hides it away from our kids. We are not preparing our kids to carry on the kinds of fights and deeply critical analysis we both want. We are not teaching them that the internet is THEIRS and THEY own it and THEY can control it. In a world where our kids are not taught how to take control and use the internet as a learning tool, Perez Hilton wins. And that frightens me a helluva lot more than wifi. With respect, Clint LalondeReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ▼  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ▼  March (2) Why educators should resist educational technology... Will School Board budget woes lead to more inequit... ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/contacts.cfm?page=presidents&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true,BCTF Contacts Home E-mail Lists Links A to Z Index Contact Us Help SITE SEARCH Quick Links BCTF formsBCTF NewsFrançaisLabour linksPensionsTeacher NewsmagazineTeaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Contact Us > Local Presidents Local Presidents and Contact Information Sorted by local number. Click here for sort by local name. *Sublocal       O: Office   OF: Office Fax 1 Fernie District Teachers' Association Christina Smith Box 10 Fernie, BC  V0B 1M0 O: 250-423-3333 OF: 250-423-6134 lp01@bctf.ca 2 Cranbrook District Teachers' Association Shelley Balfour 304-105 9th Avenue South Cranbrook, BC  V1C 2M1 O: 250-489-3717 OF: 250-489-3727 lp02@bctf.ca 3 Kimberley Teachers' Association Sally Struthers 201-144 Deer Park Avenue Kimberley, BC  V1A 2J4 O: 250-432-9729 OF: N/A lp03@bctf.ca 4 Windermere Teachers' Association Doug Murray Box 478 Invermere, BC  V0A 1K0 O: 250-341-5158 OF: N/A lp04@bctf.ca 7 Nelson District Teachers' Association Paul Boscariol PO Box 1012 Nelson, BC  V1L 6A5 O: 250-354-4142 OF: 250-354-1558 lp07@bctf.ca 10 Arrow Lakes Teachers' Association Ric Bardati Box 422 New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0 O: 250-265-7062 OF: N/A lp10@bctf.ca 17 Princeton District Teachers' Union Robert Tarswell Box 1019 Princeton, BC  V0X 1W0 O: 250-295-6684 OF: 250-295-6684 lp17@bctf.ca 18 Golden Teachers' Association Mike Archibald Box 430 Golden, BC  V0A 1H0 O: 250-344-5885 OF: 250-344-5890 lp18@bctf.ca 19 Revelstoke Teachers' Association Jennifer Wolney Box 72 Revelstoke, BC  V0E 2S0 O: 250-837-2255 OF: 250-837-2255 lp19@bctf.ca 20 Kootenay Columbia Teachers' Union Andy Davidoff 1657 Hwy 3A Castlegar, BC  V1N 4N5 O: 250-364-1740 OF: 250-364-1750 lp20@bctf.ca 22 Vernon Teachers' Association Heather Malcolm 4004 31st Street Vernon, BC  V1T 5J6 O: 250-542-0456 OF: 250-542-0564 lp22@bctf.ca 23 Central Okanagan Teachers' Association Susan Bauhart 210-1751 Harvey Avenue Kelowna, BC  V1Y 6G4 O: 250-860-3866 OF: 250-862-3024 lp23@bctf.ca 27 Cariboo-Chilcotin Teachers' Association Murray Helmer 124D North 2nd Avenue Williams Lake, BC  V2G 1Z6 O: 250-398-7221 OF: 250-398-5913 lp27@bctf.ca 28 Quesnel District Teachers' Association Lisa Kishkan Box 4643 Quesnel, BC  V2J 3J8 O: 250-992-3737 OF: 250-992-3638 lp28@bctf.ca 31 Nicola Valley Teachers' Union Peter Vogt Box 849 Merritt, BC  V1K 1B8 O: 250-378-5060 OF: 250-378-5060 lp31@bctf.ca 33 Chilliwack Teachers' Association Clint Johnston 203-45970 Airport Road Chilliwack, BC  V2P 1A2 O: 604-792-9233 OF: 604-792-9389 lp33@bctf.ca 34 Abbotsford District Teachers' Association Doug Smuland 2570 Cyril Street Abbotsford, BC  V2S 2G2 O: 604-854-1946 OF: 604-850-5100 lp34@bctf.ca 35 Langley Teachers' Association Gail Chaddock Costello 100-5786 Glover Road Langley, BC  V3A 4H9 O: 604-533-1618 OF: 604-533-1400 lp35@bctf.ca 36 Surrey Teachers' Association Jennifer Wadge 201-9030 King George Boulevard Surrey, BC  V3V 7Y3 O: 604-594-5353 OF: 604-594-5176 lp36@bctf.ca 37 Delta Teachers' Association Paul Steer 110-4977 Trenant St Delta, BC  V4K 2K5 O: 604-946-0391 OF: 604-946-1629 lp37@bctf.ca 38 Richmond Teachers' Association Al Klassen 210-7360 Westminster Hwy Richmond, BC  V6X 1A1 O: 604-278-2539 OF: 604-278-4320 lp38@bctf.ca 392 Vancouver Secondary Teachers' Association Debbie Pawluk 2915 Commercial Drive Vancouver, BC  V5N 4C8 O: 604-873-5570 OF: 604-873-3916 lp392@bctf.ca 391 Vancouver Elementary School Teachers' Association Dan Graves 2915 Commercial Dr Vancouver, BC  V5N 4C8 O: 604-873-8378 OF: 604-873-2652 lp391@bctf.ca 40 New Westminster Teachers' Union Grant Osborne 607 Columbia St New Westminster, BC  V3M 1A7 O: 604-526-8990 OF: 604-526-8912 lp40@bctf.ca 41 Burnaby Teachers' Association Rae Figursky 115-3993 Henning Drive Burnaby, BC  V5C 6P7 O: 604 294-8141 OF: 604 294-9846 lp41@bctf.ca 42 Maple Ridge Teachers' Association George Serra 11771 Fraser Street Maple Ridge, BC  V2X 6C6 O: 604-467-2111 OF: 604-467-0815 lp42@bctf.ca 43 Coquitlam Teachers' Association Charley King 208-2502 St. Johns Street Port Moody, BC  V3H 2B4 O: 604-936-9971 OF: 604-936-7515 lp43@bctf.ca 44 North Vancouver Teachers' Association Carolyn Pena 100 - 133 West 17th Street North Vancouver, BC  V7M 1V5 O: 604 988-3224 OF: 604 980-8092 lp44@bctf.ca 45 West Vancouver Teachers' Association Rob Millard 4915 Marine Drive West Vancouver, BC  V7W 2P5 O: 604-926-1617 OF: 604-926-1119 lp45@bctf.ca 46 Sunshine Coast Teachers' Association Louise Herle Box 951 Sechelt, BC  V0N 3A0 O: 604-885-7944 OF: 604-885-9837 lp46@bctf.ca 47 Powell River District Teachers' Association Cathy Fisher 201-4400 Marine Avenue Powell River, BC  V8A 2K1 O: 604-485-5212 OF: 604-485-2882 lp47@bctf.ca 48 Sea to Sky Teachers' Association Carl Walker 104-40775 Tantalus Rd Squamish, BC  V8B 0N2 O: 604-892-3056 OF: 604-892-2296 lp48@bctf.ca 49 Central Coast Teachers' Association Marc Hedges Box 253 Hagensborg, BC  V0T 1H0 O: 250-982-2354 OF: 250-982-2354 lp49@bctf.ca 50 Haida Gwaii Teachers' Association Jennifer Jury c/o PO Box 325 Queen Charlotte City, BC  V0T 1S0 O: 250-637-1805 OF: N/A lp50@bctf.ca 51 Boundary District Teachers' Association Norm Sabourin Box 634, 1815D Central Ave Grand Forks, BC  V0H 1H0 O: 250-442-3330 OF: N/A lp51@bctf.ca 52 Prince Rupert District Teachers' Union Kathy Murphy c/o Fisherman's Hall, 869 Fraser Street Prince Rupert, BC  V8J 1R1 O: 250-627-1700 OF: 250-624-6784 lp52@bctf.ca 53 South Okanagan Similkameen Teachers' Union Sylvia Slater Box 1586 Oliver, BC  V0H 1T0 O: 250-498-2255 OF: N/A lp53@bctf.ca 54 Bulkley Valley Teachers' Union Ilona Weiss PO Box 2137, 3772 C 1st Ave Smithers, BC  V0J 2N0 O: 250-847-3127 OF: 250-847-3123 lp54@bctf.ca 55 Burns Lake District Teachers' Union Kathryn Warren Box 464 Burns Lake, BC  V0J 1E0 O: 250-692-7932 OF: 250-692-7597 lp55@bctf.ca 56 Nechako Teachers' Union Thomas Thalheimer Box 978 Vanderhoof, BC  V0J 3A0 O: 250-567-5040 OF: 250-567-5060 lp56@bctf.ca 571 Prince George District Teachers' Association Tina Cousins 101-1968 Queensway Prince George, BC  V2L 1M2 O: 250-562-7214 OF: 250-562-5743 lp571@bctf.ca 572 Mackenzie Teachers' Association* Shannon Pride Box 1836 Mackenzie, BC  V0J 2C0 O: 250-997-6340 OF: N/A lp572@bctf.ca 573 McBride-Valemount Teachers' Association* Jennifer L'Arrivee 2265 Red Tail Road Mcbride, BC  V0J 2E0 O: 250-569-2295 OF: N/A lp573@bctf.ca 591 Peace River South Teachers' Association Lorraine MacKay Box 145 Dawson Creek, BC  V1G 4G3 O: 250-782-1284 OF: 250-782-1280 lp591@bctf.ca 592 Chetwynd Teachers' Association* Leanne Robertson Box 2665 Chetwynd, BC  V0C 1J0 O: 250-788-2267 OF: 250-788-9729 lp592@bctf.ca 593 Tumbler Ridge Teachers' Association* Karen Edwards 127 Gwillim Crescent, Box 1003 Tumbler Ridge, BC  V0C 2W0 O: 250-242-5281 OF: 250-242-5785 lp593@bctf.ca 60 Peace River North Teachers' Association Michele Wiebe Box 6057 Fort St John, BC  V1J 4H6 O: 250-785-8881 OF: 250-785-8881 lp60@bctf.ca 61 Greater Victoria Teachers' Association Bénula Larsen 965 Alston Street Victoria, BC  V9A 3S5 O: 250-595-0181 OF: 250-595-0189 lp61@bctf.ca 62 Sooke Teachers' Association Ian Johnson 201-716 Goldstream Avenue Victoria, BC  V9B 2X3 O: 250-474-3181 OF: 250-474-5555 lp62@bctf.ca 63 Saanich Teachers' Association Mark Skanks 6843 Central Saanich Road Saanichton, BC  V8Z 5V4 O: 778-426-1426 OF: 778-426-0716 lp63@bctf.ca 64 Gulf Islands Teachers' Association Deborah Nostdal Box 537 Salt Spring Island, BC  V8K 2W2 O: 250-537-4990 OF: 250-537-4990 lp64@bctf.ca 65 Cowichan District Teachers' Association Naomi Nilsson 201-394 Duncan Street Duncan, BC  V9L 3W4 O: 250-748-2251 OF: 250-748-5243 lp65@bctf.ca 66 Lake Cowichan Teachers' Association Chris Rolls 5610 West Riverbottom Rd Duncan, BC  V9L 6H9 O: 250-748-0011 OF: N/A lp66@bctf.ca 67 Okanagan Skaha Teachers' Union Leslea Woodward 697 Martin Street Penticton, BC  V2A 5L5 O: 250-492-4915 OF: 250-492-5540 lp67@bctf.ca 68 Nanaimo District Teachers' Association Mike Ball 3137 Barons Road Nanaimo, BC  V9T 5W5 O: 250-756-1237 OF: 250-756-0188 lp68@bctf.ca 69 Mount Arrowsmith Teachers' Association Debbie Morran Box 1286 Parksville, BC  V9P 2H3 O: 250-248-3496 OF: 250-248-3440 lp69@bctf.ca 701 Alberni District Teachers' Union Ken Zydyk 4913 Argyle Street Port Alberni, BC  V9Y 1V6 O: 250-724-5021 OF: 250-724-0442 lp701@bctf.ca 71 Comox District Teachers' Association Nick Moore 491 4th Street Ste. C Courtenay, BC  V9N 1G9 O: 250-338-1461 OF: 250-338-1657 lp71@bctf.ca 72 Campbell River District Teachers' Association Dave Harper 202-871 Island Hwy Campbell River, BC  V9W 2C2 O: 250-286-1663 OF: 250-286-1679 lp72@bctf.ca 73 Kamloops Thompson Teachers' Association David Komljenovic 202/204-1157 12th Street Kamloops, BC  V2B 7L2 O: 250-554-1223 OF: 250-554-1311 lp73@bctf.ca 74 Gold Trail Teachers' Association Cameron Rittinger Box 1437 Ashcroft, BC  V0K 1A0 O: 250-453-2696 OF: 250-453-2696 lp74@bctf.ca 75 Mission Teachers' Union Mark Bradshaw 100-33344 2nd Ave Mission, BC  V2V 1K3 O: 604-826-0112 OF: 604-826-3435 lp75@bctf.ca 78 Fraser-Cascade Teachers' Association Lynne Marvell Unit E, Box 1238 Hope, BC  V0X 1L0 O: 604-869-9383 OF: 604-869-3236 lp78@bctf.ca 80 Kitimat District Teachers' Association Kim Meyer 233 Enterprise Avenue Kitimat, BC  V8C 2C8 O: 250-632-3109 OF: 250-632-3108 lp80@bctf.ca 81 Fort Nelson District Teachers' Association Greg Gerwing Box 2031 Fort Nelson, BC  V0C 1R0 O: 250-775-1824 OF: N/A lp81@bctf.ca 83 North Okanagan-Shuswap Teachers' Association Brenda O'Dell Box 187 Salmon Arm, BC  V1E 4N3 O: 250-832-1933 OF: 250-832-4592 lp83@bctf.ca 84 Vancouver Island West Teachers' Union Ryan Meise PO Box 137 Gold River, BC  V0P 1G0 O: 250-283-9081 OF: N/A lp84@bctf.ca 85 Vancouver Island North Teachers' Association Shawn Gough Box 5151, 6855 Market St Port Hardy, BC  V0N 2P0 O: 250-949-8888 OF: 250-949-8882 lp85@bctf.ca 862 Kootenay Lake Teachers' Association* Cam Zuk Box 671 Kaslo, BC  V0G 1M0 O: 250-353-2227 OF: N/A lp862@bctf.ca 861 Creston Valley Teachers' Association Becky Blair 1001 Railway Boulevard Creston, BC  V0B 1G3 O: 250-428-7006 OF: 250-428-8602 lp861@bctf.ca 87 Stikine Teachers' Association Asa Berg c/o Asa Berg, Box 469 Atlin, BC  V0W 1A0 O: 250-651-7820 OF: 250-651-7820 lp87@bctf.ca 881 Terrace District Teachers' Union Cathy Lambright 4733 Park Avenue Terrace, BC  V8G 1W2 O: 250-635-4659 OF: N/A lp881@bctf.ca 882 Upper Skeena Teachers* Joslyn Bagg Box 562 New Hazelton, BC  V0J 2Y0 O: 250-842-6613 OF: N/A lp882@bctf.ca 92 Nisga'a Teachers' Union Richard Hotson Box 226 New Aiyansh, BC  V0J 1A0 O: 250-633-2571 OF: 250-633-2574 lp92@bctf.ca 93 SEPF Sylvie Liechtele 100-550 West 6th Avenue Vancouver, BC  V5Z 4P2 O: 604-871-1866 OF: N/A lp93@bctf.ca About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy Close Window Print Page   Local Presidents and Contact Information Sorted by local number. Click here for sort by local name. *Sublocal       O: Office   OF: Office Fax 1 Fernie District Teachers' Association Christina Smith Box 10 Fernie, BC  V0B 1M0 O: 250-423-3333 OF: 250-423-6134 lp01@bctf.ca 2 Cranbrook District Teachers' Association Shelley Balfour 304-105 9th Avenue South Cranbrook, BC  V1C 2M1 O: 250-489-3717 OF: 250-489-3727 lp02@bctf.ca 3 Kimberley Teachers' Association Sally Struthers 201-144 Deer Park Avenue Kimberley, BC  V1A 2J4 O: 250-432-9729 OF: N/A lp03@bctf.ca 4 Windermere Teachers' Association Doug Murray Box 478 Invermere, BC  V0A 1K0 O: 250-341-5158 OF: N/A lp04@bctf.ca 7 Nelson District Teachers' Association Paul Boscariol PO Box 1012 Nelson, BC  V1L 6A5 O: 250-354-4142 OF: 250-354-1558 lp07@bctf.ca 10 Arrow Lakes Teachers' Association Ric Bardati Box 422 New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0 O: 250-265-7062 OF: N/A lp10@bctf.ca 17 Princeton District Teachers' Union Robert Tarswell Box 1019 Princeton, BC  V0X 1W0 O: 250-295-6684 OF: 250-295-6684 lp17@bctf.ca 18 Golden Teachers' Association Mike Archibald Box 430 Golden, BC  V0A 1H0 O: 250-344-5885 OF: 250-344-5890 lp18@bctf.ca 19 Revelstoke Teachers' Association Jennifer Wolney Box 72 Revelstoke, BC  V0E 2S0 O: 250-837-2255 OF: 250-837-2255 lp19@bctf.ca 20 Kootenay Columbia Teachers' Union Andy Davidoff 1657 Hwy 3A Castlegar, BC  V1N 4N5 O: 250-364-1740 OF: 250-364-1750 lp20@bctf.ca 22 Vernon Teachers' Association Heather Malcolm 4004 31st Street Vernon, BC  V1T 5J6 O: 250-542-0456 OF: 250-542-0564 lp22@bctf.ca 23 Central Okanagan Teachers' Association Susan Bauhart 210-1751 Harvey Avenue Kelowna, BC  V1Y 6G4 O: 250-860-3866 OF: 250-862-3024 lp23@bctf.ca 27 Cariboo-Chilcotin Teachers' Association Murray Helmer 124D North 2nd Avenue Williams Lake, BC  V2G 1Z6 O: 250-398-7221 OF: 250-398-5913 lp27@bctf.ca 28 Quesnel District Teachers' Association Lisa Kishkan Box 4643 Quesnel, BC  V2J 3J8 O: 250-992-3737 OF: 250-992-3638 lp28@bctf.ca 31 Nicola Valley Teachers' Union Peter Vogt Box 849 Merritt, BC  V1K 1B8 O: 250-378-5060 OF: 250-378-5060 lp31@bctf.ca 33 Chilliwack Teachers' Association Clint Johnston 203-45970 Airport Road Chilliwack, BC  V2P 1A2 O: 604-792-9233 OF: 604-792-9389 lp33@bctf.ca 34 Abbotsford District Teachers' Association Doug Smuland 2570 Cyril Street Abbotsford, BC  V2S 2G2 O: 604-854-1946 OF: 604-850-5100 lp34@bctf.ca 35 Langley Teachers' Association Gail Chaddock Costello 100-5786 Glover Road Langley, BC  V3A 4H9 O: 604-533-1618 OF: 604-533-1400 lp35@bctf.ca 36 Surrey Teachers' Association Jennifer Wadge 201-9030 King George Boulevard Surrey, BC  V3V 7Y3 O: 604-594-5353 OF: 604-594-5176 lp36@bctf.ca 37 Delta Teachers' Association Paul Steer 110-4977 Trenant St Delta, BC  V4K 2K5 O: 604-946-0391 OF: 604-946-1629 lp37@bctf.ca 38 Richmond Teachers' Association Al Klassen 210-7360 Westminster Hwy Richmond, BC  V6X 1A1 O: 604-278-2539 OF: 604-278-4320 lp38@bctf.ca 392 Vancouver Secondary Teachers' Association Debbie Pawluk 2915 Commercial Drive Vancouver, BC  V5N 4C8 O: 604-873-5570 OF: 604-873-3916 lp392@bctf.ca 391 Vancouver Elementary School Teachers' Association Dan Graves 2915 Commercial Dr Vancouver, BC  V5N 4C8 O: 604-873-8378 OF: 604-873-2652 lp391@bctf.ca 40 New Westminster Teachers' Union Grant Osborne 607 Columbia St New Westminster, BC  V3M 1A7 O: 604-526-8990 OF: 604-526-8912 lp40@bctf.ca 41 Burnaby Teachers' Association Rae Figursky 115-3993 Henning Drive Burnaby, BC  V5C 6P7 O: 604 294-8141 OF: 604 294-9846 lp41@bctf.ca 42 Maple Ridge Teachers' Association George Serra 11771 Fraser Street Maple Ridge, BC  V2X 6C6 O: 604-467-2111 OF: 604-467-0815 lp42@bctf.ca 43 Coquitlam Teachers' Association Charley King 208-2502 St. Johns Street Port Moody, BC  V3H 2B4 O: 604-936-9971 OF: 604-936-7515 lp43@bctf.ca 44 North Vancouver Teachers' Association Carolyn Pena 100 - 133 West 17th Street North Vancouver, BC  V7M 1V5 O: 604 988-3224 OF: 604 980-8092 lp44@bctf.ca 45 West Vancouver Teachers' Association Rob Millard 4915 Marine Drive West Vancouver, BC  V7W 2P5 O: 604-926-1617 OF: 604-926-1119 lp45@bctf.ca 46 Sunshine Coast Teachers' Association Louise Herle Box 951 Sechelt, BC  V0N 3A0 O: 604-885-7944 OF: 604-885-9837 lp46@bctf.ca 47 Powell River District Teachers' Association Cathy Fisher 201-4400 Marine Avenue Powell River, BC  V8A 2K1 O: 604-485-5212 OF: 604-485-2882 lp47@bctf.ca 48 Sea to Sky Teachers' Association Carl Walker 104-40775 Tantalus Rd Squamish, BC  V8B 0N2 O: 604-892-3056 OF: 604-892-2296 lp48@bctf.ca 49 Central Coast Teachers' Association Marc Hedges Box 253 Hagensborg, BC  V0T 1H0 O: 250-982-2354 OF: 250-982-2354 lp49@bctf.ca 50 Haida Gwaii Teachers' Association Jennifer Jury c/o PO Box 325 Queen Charlotte City, BC  V0T 1S0 O: 250-637-1805 OF: N/A lp50@bctf.ca 51 Boundary District Teachers' Association Norm Sabourin Box 634, 1815D Central Ave Grand Forks, BC  V0H 1H0 O: 250-442-3330 OF: N/A lp51@bctf.ca 52 Prince Rupert District Teachers' Union Kathy Murphy c/o Fisherman's Hall, 869 Fraser Street Prince Rupert, BC  V8J 1R1 O: 250-627-1700 OF: 250-624-6784 lp52@bctf.ca 53 South Okanagan Similkameen Teachers' Union Sylvia Slater Box 1586 Oliver, BC  V0H 1T0 O: 250-498-2255 OF: N/A lp53@bctf.ca 54 Bulkley Valley Teachers' Union Ilona Weiss PO Box 2137, 3772 C 1st Ave Smithers, BC  V0J 2N0 O: 250-847-3127 OF: 250-847-3123 lp54@bctf.ca 55 Burns Lake District Teachers' Union Kathryn Warren Box 464 Burns Lake, BC  V0J 1E0 O: 250-692-7932 OF: 250-692-7597 lp55@bctf.ca 56 Nechako Teachers' Union Thomas Thalheimer Box 978 Vanderhoof, BC  V0J 3A0 O: 250-567-5040 OF: 250-567-5060 lp56@bctf.ca 571 Prince George District Teachers' Association Tina Cousins 101-1968 Queensway Prince George, BC  V2L 1M2 O: 250-562-7214 OF: 250-562-5743 lp571@bctf.ca 572 Mackenzie Teachers' Association* Shannon Pride Box 1836 Mackenzie, BC  V0J 2C0 O: 250-997-6340 OF: N/A lp572@bctf.ca 573 McBride-Valemount Teachers' Association* Jennifer L'Arrivee 2265 Red Tail Road Mcbride, BC  V0J 2E0 O: 250-569-2295 OF: N/A lp573@bctf.ca 591 Peace River South Teachers' Association Lorraine MacKay Box 145 Dawson Creek, BC  V1G 4G3 O: 250-782-1284 OF: 250-782-1280 lp591@bctf.ca 592 Chetwynd Teachers' Association* Leanne Robertson Box 2665 Chetwynd, BC  V0C 1J0 O: 250-788-2267 OF: 250-788-9729 lp592@bctf.ca 593 Tumbler Ridge Teachers' Association* Karen Edwards 127 Gwillim Crescent, Box 1003 Tumbler Ridge, BC  V0C 2W0 O: 250-242-5281 OF: 250-242-5785 lp593@bctf.ca 60 Peace River North Teachers' Association Michele Wiebe Box 6057 Fort St John, BC  V1J 4H6 O: 250-785-8881 OF: 250-785-8881 lp60@bctf.ca 61 Greater Victoria Teachers' Association Bénula Larsen 965 Alston Street Victoria, BC  V9A 3S5 O: 250-595-0181 OF: 250-595-0189 lp61@bctf.ca 62 Sooke Teachers' Association Ian Johnson 201-716 Goldstream Avenue Victoria, BC  V9B 2X3 O: 250-474-3181 OF: 250-474-5555 lp62@bctf.ca 63 Saanich Teachers' Association Mark Skanks 6843 Central Saanich Road Saanichton, BC  V8Z 5V4 O: 778-426-1426 OF: 778-426-0716 lp63@bctf.ca 64 Gulf Islands Teachers' Association Deborah Nostdal Box 537 Salt Spring Island, BC  V8K 2W2 O: 250-537-4990 OF: 250-537-4990 lp64@bctf.ca 65 Cowichan District Teachers' Association Naomi Nilsson 201-394 Duncan Street Duncan, BC  V9L 3W4 O: 250-748-2251 OF: 250-748-5243 lp65@bctf.ca 66 Lake Cowichan Teachers' Association Chris Rolls 5610 West Riverbottom Rd Duncan, BC  V9L 6H9 O: 250-748-0011 OF: N/A lp66@bctf.ca 67 Okanagan Skaha Teachers' Union Leslea Woodward 697 Martin Street Penticton, BC  V2A 5L5 O: 250-492-4915 OF: 250-492-5540 lp67@bctf.ca 68 Nanaimo District Teachers' Association Mike Ball 3137 Barons Road Nanaimo, BC  V9T 5W5 O: 250-756-1237 OF: 250-756-0188 lp68@bctf.ca 69 Mount Arrowsmith Teachers' Association Debbie Morran Box 1286 Parksville, BC  V9P 2H3 O: 250-248-3496 OF: 250-248-3440 lp69@bctf.ca 701 Alberni District Teachers' Union Ken Zydyk 4913 Argyle Street Port Alberni, BC  V9Y 1V6 O: 250-724-5021 OF: 250-724-0442 lp701@bctf.ca 71 Comox District Teachers' Association Nick Moore 491 4th Street Ste. C Courtenay, BC  V9N 1G9 O: 250-338-1461 OF: 250-338-1657 lp71@bctf.ca 72 Campbell River District Teachers' Association Dave Harper 202-871 Island Hwy Campbell River, BC  V9W 2C2 O: 250-286-1663 OF: 250-286-1679 lp72@bctf.ca 73 Kamloops Thompson Teachers' Association David Komljenovic 202/204-1157 12th Street Kamloops, BC  V2B 7L2 O: 250-554-1223 OF: 250-554-1311 lp73@bctf.ca 74 Gold Trail Teachers' Association Cameron Rittinger Box 1437 Ashcroft, BC  V0K 1A0 O: 250-453-2696 OF: 250-453-2696 lp74@bctf.ca 75 Mission Teachers' Union Mark Bradshaw 100-33344 2nd Ave Mission, BC  V2V 1K3 O: 604-826-0112 OF: 604-826-3435 lp75@bctf.ca 78 Fraser-Cascade Teachers' Association Lynne Marvell Unit E, Box 1238 Hope, BC  V0X 1L0 O: 604-869-9383 OF: 604-869-3236 lp78@bctf.ca 80 Kitimat District Teachers' Association Kim Meyer 233 Enterprise Avenue Kitimat, BC  V8C 2C8 O: 250-632-3109 OF: 250-632-3108 lp80@bctf.ca 81 Fort Nelson District Teachers' Association Greg Gerwing Box 2031 Fort Nelson, BC  V0C 1R0 O: 250-775-1824 OF: N/A lp81@bctf.ca 83 North Okanagan-Shuswap Teachers' Association Brenda O'Dell Box 187 Salmon Arm, BC  V1E 4N3 O: 250-832-1933 OF: 250-832-4592 lp83@bctf.ca 84 Vancouver Island West Teachers' Union Ryan Meise PO Box 137 Gold River, BC  V0P 1G0 O: 250-283-9081 OF: N/A lp84@bctf.ca 85 Vancouver Island North Teachers' Association Shawn Gough Box 5151, 6855 Market St Port Hardy, BC  V0N 2P0 O: 250-949-8888 OF: 250-949-8882 lp85@bctf.ca 862 Kootenay Lake Teachers' Association* Cam Zuk Box 671 Kaslo, BC  V0G 1M0 O: 250-353-2227 OF: N/A lp862@bctf.ca 861 Creston Valley Teachers' Association Becky Blair 1001 Railway Boulevard Creston, BC  V0B 1G3 O: 250-428-7006 OF: 250-428-8602 lp861@bctf.ca 87 Stikine Teachers' Association Asa Berg c/o Asa Berg, Box 469 Atlin, BC  V0W 1A0 O: 250-651-7820 OF: 250-651-7820 lp87@bctf.ca 881 Terrace District Teachers' Union Cathy Lambright 4733 Park Avenue Terrace, BC  V8G 1W2 O: 250-635-4659 OF: N/A lp881@bctf.ca 882 Upper Skeena Teachers* Joslyn Bagg Box 562 New Hazelton, BC  V0J 2Y0 O: 250-842-6613 OF: N/A lp882@bctf.ca 92 Nisga'a Teachers' Union Richard Hotson Box 226 New Aiyansh, BC  V0J 1A0 O: 250-633-2571 OF: 250-633-2574 lp92@bctf.ca 93 SEPF Sylvie Liechtele 100-550 West 6th Avenue Vancouver, BC  V5Z 4P2 O: 604-871-1866 OF: N/A lp93@bctf.ca)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11332&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2001 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 14, Number 2, October 2001 B.C. tax cuts for top 10% The Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives says the tax cuts announced in July by B.C.’s new government are a shocking surprise. "During the campaign, British Columbians were led to believe that tax cuts would be concentrated on the bottom two tax brackets," says Seth Klein, director of the centre’s B.C. office. "This announcement delivers much bigger tax cuts to those who need it the least. These changes make B.C.’s tax system more regressive—the higher your income, the bigger your tax cut." Under the Liberal plan, upper-income earners not only receive the biggest tax cut in straight dollar terms, but also as a share of income. For example, in 2002, someone with earnings of $30,000 will save $430 per year or 1.4% of their income. Someone making $200,000 will save $7,797 or 39% of their income. "This tax cut exposes the government’s real agenda," says CCPA economist Marc Lee. "Rather than concentrating tax cuts on low- and middle-income earners—as was emphasized during the election campaign—today’s cuts are a windfall for those making over $60,000 per year or the top 10% of taxpayers." "These tax cuts will provide a mild economic stimulus, but the idea that they will pay for themselves is a delusion. Moreover, these tax cuts will put serious pressure on our ability to pay for existing public services," says Lee. Source: End Legislated Poverty/The Long Haul/CALM)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/contacts.cfm?page=pdchairs&sort=1&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true,BCTF Contacts Home E-mail Lists Links A to Z Index Contact Us Help SITE SEARCH Quick Links BCTF formsBCTF NewsFrançaisLabour linksPensionsTeacher NewsmagazineTeaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Contact Us > PD chairpersons BCTF Professional Development Chairpersons Sorted by local name. Click here for sort by local number. Local Chair School Phone School Fax E-mail Abbotsford District Teachers' Association (34) Brenda Head    604-850-7692  pd34@bctf.ca Alberni District Teachers' Union (701) Stephanie Hopkins  250-723-7522  250-723-7557  pd701@bctf.ca Arrow Lakes Teachers' Association (10) Paula Rogers  250-358-7222  250-358-2533  pd10@bctf.ca Boundary District Teachers' Association (51) Catherine Pankoff  250-442-8275  250-442-5388  pd51@bctf.ca Linda Rawlings-Dolezsar  250-442-5313  250-442-5317  pd51@bctf.ca Bulkley Valley Teachers' Union (54) Kristina Willing  250-847-2231  250-847-2165  pd54@bctf.ca Mary Neto  250-847-2231  250-847-2165  pd54@bctf.ca Burnaby Teachers' Association (41) Alexandra Peters  604-664-7056  604-664-8734  pd41@bctf.ca Barbara Henderson  604-664-8727  604-664-8818  pd41@bctf.ca Patricia Dolton      pd41@bctf.ca Burns Lake District Teachers' Union (55) Lisa Mason  250-698-7301  250-698-7349  pd55@bctf.ca Campbell River District Teachers' Association (72) Adria Anne Gleeson  250-286-0511  250-286-0938  pd72@bctf.ca Cariboo-Chilcotin Teachers' Association (27) Shirley Giroux  250-398-5800  250-398-5206  pd27@bctf.ca Central Coast Teachers' Association (49) Coleen Fraser  250-799-5556  250-799-5757  pd49@bctf.ca Stephen Dishkin  250-982-2355  250-982-2720  pd49@bctf.ca Central Okanagan Teachers' Association (23) Joe Jamison  250-868-1135  250-870-5020  pd23@bctf.ca Chetwynd Teachers' Association (592) Gysbert Ruiter  250-788-2267  250-788-9729  pd592@bctf.ca Chilliwack Teachers' Association (33) Angela Woods  604-823-4408  604-823-2243  pd33@bctf.ca Comox District Teachers' Association (71) Lisa Pedersen-Skene    250-897-0487  pd71@bctf.ca Coquitlam Teachers' Association (43) Michael Galliford  604-464-8581  604-937-8045  pd43@bctf.ca Cowichan District Teachers' Association (65) Naomi Nilsson  250-748-2251  250-746-7849  pd65@bctf.ca Sabina Reska  250-743-6916  250-743-6915  pd65@bctf.ca Cranbrook District Teachers' Association (2) Carol Johns  250-489-4391  250-489-0600  pd02@bctf.ca Colette Grasdal  250-426-5241  250-426-6673  pd02@bctf.ca Creston Valley Teachers' Association (861) Melissa Feragotti  250-428-2051  250-428-2019  pd861@bctf.ca Delta Teachers' Association (37) Fiona Higgs    604-599-1786  pd37@bctf.ca Fernie District Teachers' Association (1) Linda Christenson  250-425-6666  250-425-6661  pd01@bctf.ca Sarah Larsen      pd01@bctf.ca Fort Nelson District Teachers' Association (81) Shirley Kenney  250-774-6941  250-774-6988  pd81@bctf.ca Fraser-Cascade Teachers' Association (78) Kathleen Koopman      pd78@bctf.ca Gold Trail Teachers' Association (74) Elizabeth Griggs  250-256-4274  250-256-4275  pd74@bctf.ca Golden Teachers' Association (18) Margaret Calladine  250-344-6317    pd18@bctf.ca Greater Victoria Teachers' Association (61) Lucinda Graf  250-727-0188  250-727-2079  pd61@bctf.ca Gulf Islands Teachers' Association (64) James Lightfoot  250-653-9223  250-653-2090  pd64@bctf.ca Haida Gwaii Teachers' Association (50) Autum Gates    250-626-3214  pd50@bctf.ca Monika Hausmann    250-626-3214  pd50@bctf.ca Kamloops Thompson Teachers' Association (73) David Comrie    250-377-2257  pd73@bctf.ca Kimberley Teachers' Association (3) Bethany Turcon      pd03@bctf.ca Craig Hillman  250-427-4827  250-427-7106  pd03@bctf.ca Kitimat District Teachers' Association (80) Katherine Johnsen  250-632-6174  888-539-4732  pd80@bctf.ca Michele Sutherland  250-632-2912  888-574-1126  pd80@bctf.ca Kootenay Columbia Teachers' Union (20) John Horcoff      pd20@bctf.ca Kootenay Lake Teachers' Association (862) Dennis Larcombe  250-229-4224  250-353-7434  pd862@bctf.ca Lake Cowichan Teachers' Association (66) Christine Rolls  250-748-0011  250-749-4030  pd66@bctf.ca Langley Teachers' Association (35) Sandy Ho  604-888-3033  604-888-2873  pd35@bctf.ca Mackenzie Teachers' Association (572) Amber Raycraft  250-963-7060  250-963-7381  pd572@bctf.ca Christa Barnes  250-997-6340  250-997-5075  pd572@bctf.ca Karen Chadha  250-997-6340  250-997-5075  pd572@bctf.ca Maple Ridge Teachers' Association (42) Suzanne Hall  604-463-6414  604-466-6265  pd42@bctf.ca McBride-Valemount Teachers' Association (573) Brian Hanson    250-566-4551  pd573@bctf.ca Jennifer L'Arrivee  250-569-2295  250-569-2620  pd573@bctf.ca Julia Howard  250-569-2295  250-569-2620  pd573@bctf.ca Mission Teachers' Union (75) Anna Heavenor  604-820-4587  604-820-9505  pd75@bctf.ca Mount Arrowsmith Teachers' Association (69) Denise Spencer-Dahl  250-248-3296  250-954-1734  pd69@bctf.ca Lesley Rowan  250-752-5651  250-752-8604  pd69@bctf.ca Nanaimo District Teachers' Association (68) Colleen Skipper  250-758-6892  250-758-2373  pd68@bctf.ca Michael Silverton    250-751-8840  pd68@bctf.ca Nechako Teachers' Union (56) Cindy Miller  250-996-7126  250-996-7708  pd56@bctf.ca Shawn Lank  250-699-6233  250-699-7753  pd56@bctf.ca Nelson District Teachers' Association (7) Monica Doyle  250-352-3186  250-352-3183  pd07@bctf.ca Tamara Martin  250-352-5538  250-352-3119  pd07@bctf.ca New Westminster Teachers' Union (40) Romeo Lavrencic  604-517-6316  604-517-6204  pd40@bctf.ca Sandra Lee  604-517-6090  604-517-6091  pd40@bctf.ca Nisga'a Teachers' Union (92) Charity Peal  250-633-2225  250-633-2669  pd92@bctf.ca Samantha Lambright  250-326-4206  250-633-2916  pd92@bctf.ca Sara Beardsell  250-633-2225  250-633-2669  pd92@bctf.ca North Okanagan-Shuswap Teachers' Association (83) Kyla Hadden  250-836-2831  250-836-2664  pd83@bctf.ca North Vancouver Teachers' Association (44) Maria Aiello  604-903-3750  604-903-3751  pd44@bctf.ca Okanagan Skaha Teachers' Union (67) Angela Seppola  250-770-7683  250-492-5981  pd67@bctf.ca Peace River North Teachers' Association (60) Jessica Dmytruk  250-793-9125  250-630-2323  pd60@bctf.ca Peace River South Teachers' Association (591) Angela Connelly    250-782-9604  pd591@bctf.ca Powell River District Teachers' Association (47) Wendy Adams  604-485-5660    pd47@bctf.ca Prince George District Teachers' Association (571) Glen Thielmann  250-562-9525  250-564-4875  pd571@bctf.ca Prince Rupert District Teachers' Union (52) Colleen Pudsey    250-627-1348  pd52@bctf.ca Marla Gamble    250-627-1348  pd52@bctf.ca Raegan Sawka  250-627-1536  250-627-1443  pd52@bctf.ca Princeton District Teachers' Union (17) Gordon Bibby  250-295-3218  250-295-7914  pd17@bctf.ca Mary Bell  250-295-3218  250-295-7914  pd17@bctf.ca Quesnel District Teachers' Association (28) Carlie Borrett  250-991-5566  250-991-5565  pd28@bctf.ca Revelstoke Teachers' Association (19) Stacey Grimm  250-837-2173  250-837-7164  pd19@bctf.ca Richmond Teachers' Association (38) Christian Matheson  604-668-6665  604-668-6569  pd38@bctf.ca Saanich Teachers' Association (63) Holly Mair  250-704-4972  250-479-9870  pd63@bctf.ca Sarah Windle  250-652-9261  250-652-2094  pd63@bctf.ca Sea to Sky Teachers' Association (48) April Lowe  604-898-3688  604-898-4706  pd48@bctf.ca SEPF (93) Alain Paquin  604-437-4849  604-437-9630  pd93@bctf.ca Linda Theriault  250-220-6010  250-220-6014  pd93@bctf.ca Monica Monus    604-214-9881  pd93@bctf.ca Sooke Teachers' Association (62) Brian Hotovy  250-474-1291  250-478-0738  pd62@bctf.ca Kristine Kosolofski  250-478-3232  250-391-9624  pd62@bctf.ca South Okanagan Similkameen Teachers' Union (53) Nicola MacNaughton  250-498-3468  250-498-0339  pd53@bctf.ca Stikine Teachers' Association (87) Alithia Gillies    250-771-4343  pd87@bctf.ca Andre Lagace    250-771-4343  pd87@bctf.ca Sunshine Coast Teachers' Association (46) Patrick McCallum  604-885-3216  604-885-7991  pd46@bctf.ca Surrey Teachers' Association (36) Anne McNamee      pd36@bctf.ca Stephen Anderson      pd36@bctf.ca Terrace District Teachers' Union (881) Karen Andrews  250-635-3115  888-456-3464  pd881@bctf.ca Upper Skeena Teachers (882) Jan Thorburn  250-842-5214  888-503-6959  pd882@bctf.ca Shirley Hobenshield  250-849-5484  888-594-2271  pd882@bctf.ca Vancouver Elementary School Teachers' Association (391) Allison Jambor      pd391@bctf.ca Patricia Gudlaugson      pd391@bctf.ca Vancouver Island North Teachers' Association (85) Sarah Soltau-Heller  250-949-6418  250-949-6485  pd85@bctf.ca Vancouver Island West Teachers' Union (84) Adam Barber    250-761-4234  pd84@bctf.ca Glyn Howell    250-934-6578  pd84@bctf.ca Vancouver Secondary Teachers' Association (392) Mary Filleul    604-713-5076  pd392@bctf.ca Vernon Teachers' Association (22) Robyn Ladner    250-545-7680  pd22@bctf.ca West Vancouver Teachers' Association (45) Rosemary Murray  604-981-1200  604-981-1201  pd45@bctf.ca Shannon Gray  604-981-1130  604-981-1131  pd45@bctf.ca Windermere Teachers' Association (4) Robyn Oliver  250-342-9213  250-342-4499  pd04@bctf.ca About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy Close Window Print Page   BCTF Professional Development Chairpersons Sorted by local name. Click here for sort by local number. Local Chair School Phone School Fax E-mail Abbotsford District Teachers' Association (34) Brenda Head    604-850-7692  pd34@bctf.ca Alberni District Teachers' Union (701) Stephanie Hopkins  250-723-7522  250-723-7557  pd701@bctf.ca Arrow Lakes Teachers' Association (10) Paula Rogers  250-358-7222  250-358-2533  pd10@bctf.ca Boundary District Teachers' Association (51) Catherine Pankoff  250-442-8275  250-442-5388  pd51@bctf.ca Linda Rawlings-Dolezsar  250-442-5313  250-442-5317  pd51@bctf.ca Bulkley Valley Teachers' Union (54) Kristina Willing  250-847-2231  250-847-2165  pd54@bctf.ca Mary Neto  250-847-2231  250-847-2165  pd54@bctf.ca Burnaby Teachers' Association (41) Alexandra Peters  604-664-7056  604-664-8734  pd41@bctf.ca Barbara Henderson  604-664-8727  604-664-8818  pd41@bctf.ca Patricia Dolton      pd41@bctf.ca Burns Lake District Teachers' Union (55) Lisa Mason  250-698-7301  250-698-7349  pd55@bctf.ca Campbell River District Teachers' Association (72) Adria Anne Gleeson  250-286-0511  250-286-0938  pd72@bctf.ca Cariboo-Chilcotin Teachers' Association (27) Shirley Giroux  250-398-5800  250-398-5206  pd27@bctf.ca Central Coast Teachers' Association (49) Coleen Fraser  250-799-5556  250-799-5757  pd49@bctf.ca Stephen Dishkin  250-982-2355  250-982-2720  pd49@bctf.ca Central Okanagan Teachers' Association (23) Joe Jamison  250-868-1135  250-870-5020  pd23@bctf.ca Chetwynd Teachers' Association (592) Gysbert Ruiter  250-788-2267  250-788-9729  pd592@bctf.ca Chilliwack Teachers' Association (33) Angela Woods  604-823-4408  604-823-2243  pd33@bctf.ca Comox District Teachers' Association (71) Lisa Pedersen-Skene    250-897-0487  pd71@bctf.ca Coquitlam Teachers' Association (43) Michael Galliford  604-464-8581  604-937-8045  pd43@bctf.ca Cowichan District Teachers' Association (65) Naomi Nilsson  250-748-2251  250-746-7849  pd65@bctf.ca Sabina Reska  250-743-6916  250-743-6915  pd65@bctf.ca Cranbrook District Teachers' Association (2) Carol Johns  250-489-4391  250-489-0600  pd02@bctf.ca Colette Grasdal  250-426-5241  250-426-6673  pd02@bctf.ca Creston Valley Teachers' Association (861) Melissa Feragotti  250-428-2051  250-428-2019  pd861@bctf.ca Delta Teachers' Association (37) Fiona Higgs    604-599-1786  pd37@bctf.ca Fernie District Teachers' Association (1) Linda Christenson  250-425-6666  250-425-6661  pd01@bctf.ca Sarah Larsen      pd01@bctf.ca Fort Nelson District Teachers' Association (81) Shirley Kenney  250-774-6941  250-774-6988  pd81@bctf.ca Fraser-Cascade Teachers' Association (78) Kathleen Koopman      pd78@bctf.ca Gold Trail Teachers' Association (74) Elizabeth Griggs  250-256-4274  250-256-4275  pd74@bctf.ca Golden Teachers' Association (18) Margaret Calladine  250-344-6317    pd18@bctf.ca Greater Victoria Teachers' Association (61) Lucinda Graf  250-727-0188  250-727-2079  pd61@bctf.ca Gulf Islands Teachers' Association (64) James Lightfoot  250-653-9223  250-653-2090  pd64@bctf.ca Haida Gwaii Teachers' Association (50) Autum Gates    250-626-3214  pd50@bctf.ca Monika Hausmann    250-626-3214  pd50@bctf.ca Kamloops Thompson Teachers' Association (73) David Comrie    250-377-2257  pd73@bctf.ca Kimberley Teachers' Association (3) Bethany Turcon      pd03@bctf.ca Craig Hillman  250-427-4827  250-427-7106  pd03@bctf.ca Kitimat District Teachers' Association (80) Katherine Johnsen  250-632-6174  888-539-4732  pd80@bctf.ca Michele Sutherland  250-632-2912  888-574-1126  pd80@bctf.ca Kootenay Columbia Teachers' Union (20) John Horcoff      pd20@bctf.ca Kootenay Lake Teachers' Association (862) Dennis Larcombe  250-229-4224  250-353-7434  pd862@bctf.ca Lake Cowichan Teachers' Association (66) Christine Rolls  250-748-0011  250-749-4030  pd66@bctf.ca Langley Teachers' Association (35) Sandy Ho  604-888-3033  604-888-2873  pd35@bctf.ca Mackenzie Teachers' Association (572) Amber Raycraft  250-963-7060  250-963-7381  pd572@bctf.ca Christa Barnes  250-997-6340  250-997-5075  pd572@bctf.ca Karen Chadha  250-997-6340  250-997-5075  pd572@bctf.ca Maple Ridge Teachers' Association (42) Suzanne Hall  604-463-6414  604-466-6265  pd42@bctf.ca McBride-Valemount Teachers' Association (573) Brian Hanson    250-566-4551  pd573@bctf.ca Jennifer L'Arrivee  250-569-2295  250-569-2620  pd573@bctf.ca Julia Howard  250-569-2295  250-569-2620  pd573@bctf.ca Mission Teachers' Union (75) Anna Heavenor  604-820-4587  604-820-9505  pd75@bctf.ca Mount Arrowsmith Teachers' Association (69) Denise Spencer-Dahl  250-248-3296  250-954-1734  pd69@bctf.ca Lesley Rowan  250-752-5651  250-752-8604  pd69@bctf.ca Nanaimo District Teachers' Association (68) Colleen Skipper  250-758-6892  250-758-2373  pd68@bctf.ca Michael Silverton    250-751-8840  pd68@bctf.ca Nechako Teachers' Union (56) Cindy Miller  250-996-7126  250-996-7708  pd56@bctf.ca Shawn Lank  250-699-6233  250-699-7753  pd56@bctf.ca Nelson District Teachers' Association (7) Monica Doyle  250-352-3186  250-352-3183  pd07@bctf.ca Tamara Martin  250-352-5538  250-352-3119  pd07@bctf.ca New Westminster Teachers' Union (40) Romeo Lavrencic  604-517-6316  604-517-6204  pd40@bctf.ca Sandra Lee  604-517-6090  604-517-6091  pd40@bctf.ca Nisga'a Teachers' Union (92) Charity Peal  250-633-2225  250-633-2669  pd92@bctf.ca Samantha Lambright  250-326-4206  250-633-2916  pd92@bctf.ca Sara Beardsell  250-633-2225  250-633-2669  pd92@bctf.ca North Okanagan-Shuswap Teachers' Association (83) Kyla Hadden  250-836-2831  250-836-2664  pd83@bctf.ca North Vancouver Teachers' Association (44) Maria Aiello  604-903-3750  604-903-3751  pd44@bctf.ca Okanagan Skaha Teachers' Union (67) Angela Seppola  250-770-7683  250-492-5981  pd67@bctf.ca Peace River North Teachers' Association (60) Jessica Dmytruk  250-793-9125  250-630-2323  pd60@bctf.ca Peace River South Teachers' Association (591) Angela Connelly    250-782-9604  pd591@bctf.ca Powell River District Teachers' Association (47) Wendy Adams  604-485-5660    pd47@bctf.ca Prince George District Teachers' Association (571) Glen Thielmann  250-562-9525  250-564-4875  pd571@bctf.ca Prince Rupert District Teachers' Union (52) Colleen Pudsey    250-627-1348  pd52@bctf.ca Marla Gamble    250-627-1348  pd52@bctf.ca Raegan Sawka  250-627-1536  250-627-1443  pd52@bctf.ca Princeton District Teachers' Union (17) Gordon Bibby  250-295-3218  250-295-7914  pd17@bctf.ca Mary Bell  250-295-3218  250-295-7914  pd17@bctf.ca Quesnel District Teachers' Association (28) Carlie Borrett  250-991-5566  250-991-5565  pd28@bctf.ca Revelstoke Teachers' Association (19) Stacey Grimm  250-837-2173  250-837-7164  pd19@bctf.ca Richmond Teachers' Association (38) Christian Matheson  604-668-6665  604-668-6569  pd38@bctf.ca Saanich Teachers' Association (63) Holly Mair  250-704-4972  250-479-9870  pd63@bctf.ca Sarah Windle  250-652-9261  250-652-2094  pd63@bctf.ca Sea to Sky Teachers' Association (48) April Lowe  604-898-3688  604-898-4706  pd48@bctf.ca SEPF (93) Alain Paquin  604-437-4849  604-437-9630  pd93@bctf.ca Linda Theriault  250-220-6010  250-220-6014  pd93@bctf.ca Monica Monus    604-214-9881  pd93@bctf.ca Sooke Teachers' Association (62) Brian Hotovy  250-474-1291  250-478-0738  pd62@bctf.ca Kristine Kosolofski  250-478-3232  250-391-9624  pd62@bctf.ca South Okanagan Similkameen Teachers' Union (53) Nicola MacNaughton  250-498-3468  250-498-0339  pd53@bctf.ca Stikine Teachers' Association (87) Alithia Gillies    250-771-4343  pd87@bctf.ca Andre Lagace    250-771-4343  pd87@bctf.ca Sunshine Coast Teachers' Association (46) Patrick McCallum  604-885-3216  604-885-7991  pd46@bctf.ca Surrey Teachers' Association (36) Anne McNamee      pd36@bctf.ca Stephen Anderson      pd36@bctf.ca Terrace District Teachers' Union (881) Karen Andrews  250-635-3115  888-456-3464  pd881@bctf.ca Upper Skeena Teachers (882) Jan Thorburn  250-842-5214  888-503-6959  pd882@bctf.ca Shirley Hobenshield  250-849-5484  888-594-2271  pd882@bctf.ca Vancouver Elementary School Teachers' Association (391) Allison Jambor      pd391@bctf.ca Patricia Gudlaugson      pd391@bctf.ca Vancouver Island North Teachers' Association (85) Sarah Soltau-Heller  250-949-6418  250-949-6485  pd85@bctf.ca Vancouver Island West Teachers' Union (84) Adam Barber    250-761-4234  pd84@bctf.ca Glyn Howell    250-934-6578  pd84@bctf.ca Vancouver Secondary Teachers' Association (392) Mary Filleul    604-713-5076  pd392@bctf.ca Vernon Teachers' Association (22) Robyn Ladner    250-545-7680  pd22@bctf.ca West Vancouver Teachers' Association (45) Rosemary Murray  604-981-1200  604-981-1201  pd45@bctf.ca Shannon Gray  604-981-1130  604-981-1131  pd45@bctf.ca Windermere Teachers' Association (4) Robyn Oliver  250-342-9213  250-342-4499  pd04@bctf.ca)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9174&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 19, Number 1, September 2006 Teachers' tips: Organizing for "grey area students" Ankie Carswell Our classroom needs are becoming increasingly diverse. There may be ed assistant support for some designated students but there is little for grey area students. Organization is one way to support these students, and the following strategies, although intended for elementary school students who have difficulty following the classroom routines, may benefit your entire class, regardless of grade level. Colours The use of colours for organization is extremely helpful. This visual categorization helps students who consistently rummage through their desks to find the appropriate books, sheets, or assignments or who struggle to organize information. Use the same colour duo-tang or binder for a certain subject. Using the same colour provides students with clues to what is happening in the class, and at what time. This is helpful to students who return to class partway through a lesson. This also saves you time when looking for a book in a student’s desk. If you keep all student work in a central location, this helps ensure that the correct subject notebook is stored in the right place. The colour verification will improve a student’s organization within the classroom.  Use different colour paper for worksheets or other photocopied work. While this is not always possible due to the higher cost of coloured paper, this type of colour coding helps students identify what it is they are bringing home, working on, or must locate. For example, all chapter review work could be photocopied on yellow paper, making it easier for the student to identify which materials are required for studying.  Use different colour pens and highlighters. Highlighting with different colours is an effective technique for students to categorize information within the same piece of text. This also organizes the notetaking task that may follow. This strategy requires practice and over time, becomes easier and more efficient. Consistency Consistency and routine is infinitely beneficial to all students but particularly those who require attention to transition into different subjects or activities. Structure of the day. Keep the academics in the morning to help those students whose attention wanes by the afternoon. Try to keep the same subject on the same day. Predictability makes it easier for students who have difficulty remembering homework to ensure they are organized for the day. If time permits, have a short five-minute review task on the board or overhead for the students to complete each morning while administrivia is dealt with and late comers arrive. This will minimize the interruptions after you start teaching.  Structure of the work. Routines for certain subjects help students become more proficient at organizing their work. Ensure their workspace is clear and only the necessary supplies are ready. Enforcing simple concepts such as putting the date, title or subject as well as the page number will help students organize loose papers when they turn up.   Chunking and checking in Breaking up assignments into manageable chunks of work helps to keep the student on task as well as make it easier for you to manage their progress. Criteria checklist. Providing students with an outline of an assignment with the specific criteria within each section assists the student to verify all components are there before proceeding to the next step. This type of chunking builds in "check-in with the teacher" opportunities. The checklist also helps the student ensure that all criteria have been met before submitting the assignment to you.  Regular conferencing time with students. While not every student requires you to check-in with them, it definitely keeps some students on track. Set aside some time during the day to talk to these students. You may notice that the individual attention makes a difference. Ankie Carswell is a resource teacher, Rosser Elementary School, Burnaby.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12014&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2001 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 13, Number 8, March 2001 Top 10 BCTF lesson aids 1. Helping Parents Help Your Child’s Edge. Garth Holmes. 91p. ©1993. The purpose of this book is to help parents help their child in school. It is a toolbox that gives over 110 strategies. The book is organized under the following chapter headings: You Can Help, How You Help, Helping Your Child Study, Helping Your Child Review, Helping Your Child Take Tests, Helping Your Child Read, Helping Your Child Write Essays, Cooperating with Teachers, Troubleshooting Curriculum Problems and Resources Available. Grades 7–12 . LA 9921—$10.95 2.  The NESA Activities Handbook for Native and Multicultural Classrooms, Vol. 3 Compiled by Don Sawyer and Wayne Lundeberg. l28 p. ©1993. This third volume of activities is a response to the continuing demand for effective, experience-based exercises appropriate for Native and multicultural learning situations. The 23 activities contain both original and borrowed exercises. Many of the original activities were drawn from a variety of curriculum projects for use at all levels, especially secondary and adult. Activities include precise instructions and supplementary materials. LA 2621—$16.95 3.  White Jade Tiger. Julie Lawson 170p. 1993. This historically-based novel is a tale of intrigue and adventure about the building of the great Canadian Pacific Railway. In the novel, Jasmine is not sure she likes the idea of being stuck in Victoria while her father goes to China for a year. But on a field trip to Chinatown, she explores a curious shop in Fan Tan Alley and accidentally passes through a hidden door. She finds herself in Victoria’s Chinatown of the 1880s. Mistaken for a Chinese boy, she is soon caught up in a race through the Fraser Canyon to find a tiger amulet. The author of this novel is the winner of the Sheila A. Egoff Award for Children’s Literature,1994 and the novel is a Canadian Children’s Book Centre Choice. Grades 5 to 8. LA 9075A—$8.95 White Jade Tiger—A Teacher’s Guide. Julie Lawson. 34p. 1999. Contains novel ideas and activities encompassing all areas of language arts, as well as social studies, science and art. Novel worksheets, archive photos, maps, crossword puzzle and word searches are also included. Grades 5 to 8. LA 9075B—$5.95  4.  Basketball: Instructor’s Resource Manual Wilf Wedmann, Bryna Kopelow, and Jennifer Fenton, Premier’s Sport Awards Program, 84p. ©2000. This manual includes l3 lesson plans with illustrations and diagrams, basketball drills and games supplements, mini-basketball rules, and information and forms for use with the Premier’s Sport Awards Program. Recommended by the B.C. Ministry of Education. Ages 8-13. LA 9844—$15  5.  The Lives of Renaissance Women A co-operatively planned humanities unit on Renaissance women for the late intermediate level. Judith Coffin. Marlowe Irvine and Ramona Sousa. 83p. 1994. The purpose of this unit is to illuminate the lives and contributions of all classes of women who lived between 1350 and 1650 in Western Europe and England—the Renaissance. Ten activities with resource materials. Grade 9. LA 9245—$8.75 6.  Lumberyard—An Inclusive Measurement/Building Unit Margie Klassen and Rika Ruebsaat. 31p. 2000. This unit covers PLOs from the Math, Personal Planning, Language Arts and Applied Skills IRPs. Designed for Grade 5, it can be adapted for any intermediate grade. Possible adaptations for students with special needs are also included in each of the 11 lesson plans. Lesson plan topics include measuring classroom objects, perimeter, area, volume (part 1 and 2) pricing lumber, planning the building project, buying wood, using tools/preparing to build, building the project, and a learning log. Grade 5. LA 9428—$3  7.  Exploring the Ant World: An Early Primary Co-operative Unit for Teacher and Teacher-Librarian Jean M. Coe, Sharon M. Mombourquette. 49p. 1990. This unit involves students in an experiential approach to the biological sciences. It is a ready-to-use, thematic approach that integrates language arts and sciences through the processes of reading, writing, listening, speaking, and viewing. This unit lends itself to large and small group and individualized instruction, as well as the use of centres supported by the full spectrum of library resources. LA 8544—$5 8.  All the Angles: A Primary Geometry Theme Pat Corder. 66p. 1991. An integrated theme unit specifically designed for early primary, which can also be used in years three and four. Math lessons include activities in language arts, art, and physical education. K–4. LA 8447—$7.70  9.  Window on the Fraser: Fraser River Action Plan Environment Canada, Fisheries & Oceans Canada. l5-min. video, 6p. teacher’s guide. ©1994. Includes a video, teacher and student background information, and pre-post classroom activity suggestions. The video provides an overview of the Fraser River Basin and the need to protect its valuable resources, as well as an introduction to some of the programs carried out by the federal government to improve the basin’s health. Available in French (FEE212). Grades 6–10. LA EE212—$11  10.  Creative Comparative Civilizations Fred Schoenrock and Naomi Waken. 25p. ©1997. Invites students to set out on a great adventure—an exploration of humanity’s potential as seen through the accomplishments of past civilizations, the present challenge facing humankind’s very survival, and the incredible vision of what it means to live responsibly as a member of an emerging global community. A thematic approach is outlined. Blackline masters include quotes and questions on: civilization; nature, environment, ecology; health well-being; economics, science technology; global civilization; philosophy, theology, mythology and human nature; social structure, political order; art, architecture, communication. Reproducible for classroom use. Grade 12. LA 2003—$13.95 For a complete listing of over 900 BCTF Lesson Aids, consult the catalogue in your school library or the Lesson Aids online catalogue, www.bctf.ca/LessonAids. To order any of the above lesson aids, enclose a cheque payable to the BCTF or authorized purchase order to BCTF Lesson Aids Service, 100-550 West 6th Avenue, Vancouver, BC V5Z 4P2. GST and postage/handling are included in the prices. Orders are sent by return mail.)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=10484&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 19, Number 4, January/February 2007 BC Teachers' Pension Plan Contribution rate changes effective July 1, 2007 The Teachers’ Pension Board of Trustees has announced that pension plan contribution rates will rise by 1.61% for both teachers and employers effective July 1, 2007. Every three years an independent actuary assesses the financial health of the plan and the adequacy of the contribution rates for funding the plan. At the most recent actuarial valuation as at December 31, 2005, the Basic Account showed an unfunded liability for basic pension benefits of $904 million. An unfunded liability means there is a shortfall between the benefits promised and the assets available to pay for these benefits. Although the pension fund’s investment returns in recent years have been strong, average returns are still recovering from downturns in the markets in 2001 and 2002. The last valuation assumed that the average investment returns would be 7.25% per year. In fact, the fund only earned an average of 5.4% during the previous five years (see graph below.) On the recommendation of the actuary, the trustees determined that an increase in contribution rates was necessary for the plan to maintain its financial viability. Therefore, effective July 1, 2007, plan member and plan employer contribution rates will each increase by 1.61% of salaries to pay down this unfunded liability over the ensuing 15-year period. The trustees and the plan actuary have also acted prudently in reducing their expectations for future investment returns (see table below). Keep in mind that the pension plan continues to be financially sound and that your basic pension is secure. The report of the 2005 actuarial valuation may be found on the BCTF web site—bctf.ca, go to "Quick Links" in the upper right-hand corner, click on "Pensions" then scroll down to "Teachers’ pension plan reports and announcements." BCTF members are further reminded that purchase of service costs are based on salary and contribution rates. On July 1, 2007, both salary and pension contributions rates will increase, the former based on the 2006—2011 collective agreement and the latter based on the 2005 actuarial valuation. Purchase of service applications received by employers by June 30, 2007, will be processed using the current salary and current pension contribution rates. The deadline to purchase many types of historical service (pre-April 1, 2002) and to reinstate a period of service for which you may have taken a refund is March 31, 2007. See page 13 of the November/ December 2006 Teacher or check out "What’s New?" on the Teachers’ Pension Plan home page tpp.pensionsbc.ca for details. Basic Account: Annual & five year market rates of return (click to enlarge image) TABLE Teacher Contributions as a Percentage of Salary* Current Rates Rates Effective July 1, 2007 Below YMPE** 7.55% 9.16% Above YMPE* 9.05% 10.66% Employer Contributions as a Percentage of Salary* Current Rates Rates Effective July 1, 2007 Below YMPE** 10.68% 12.29% Above YMPE* 12.18% 13.79% * Teachers and employers both contribute to the Basic Account to provide for the member’s retirement pension, and to the Inflation Adjustment Account to provide for cost of living adjustments that are not guaranteed. It is only the contribution rates to the Basic Account that will increase. The contribution rates to the Inflation Adjustment Account remain unchanged. Note: The above percentages are inclusive of contributions to both Accounts. ** The YMPE is the Year’s Maximum Pensionable Earnings for the Canada Pension Plan. The YMPE for 2006 is $42,100. Purchasing service Maternity and parental leave of absence For maternity leaves of absence after March 14, 1981, and parental leaves of absence after March 22, 1991, the cost of purchasing the leave will be calculated as follows: current full time equivalent monthly salary x the current employee pension contribution rate x the number of months of leave of absence being purchased. As the employer will be billed for its pension contribution, this type of purchase is always cost effective. If you are purchasing maternity or parental leaves completed after December 31, 1991, the maximum that you can purchase is three years of leave. The amount of maternity and parental leave of absence purchased at the employee pension contribution rate is subject to limits established by the Employment Standards Act. For maternity leaves of absence completed prior to March 14, 1981, or parental leaves of absence completed prior to March 22, 1991, the cost will be calculated as a general leave of absence. The most tax effective time to purchase a maternity or parental leave of absence is during or immediately after the expiration of the leave and before April 30 of the calendar year following the expiration of the leave of absence. General leave of absence Calculating the cost of purchasing a leave of absence has been simplified. As of April 1, 2002, the cost of purchasing a leave of absence will be calculated as follows: your current full time equivalent monthly salary x the combined current employee and employer pension contribution rate x the number of months of leave of absence being purchased. The most tax effective time to purchase a leave of absence is immediately after the expiration of the leave and before April 30 of the calendar year following the expiration of the leave of absence. Further details on BCTF web site bctf.ca Click on Pensions on the QuickLinks dropdown menu in the upper right-hand corner of the homepage for the following articles: Purchase of service: General leave Purchase of service: Maternity and parental leaves of absence Reinstatements Tax deducting your purchase of service. Application forms A Purchase of Service Application Package is also available in the Forms area on the Teachers’ Pension Plan web site tpp.pensionsbc.ca. Or you may use the TPP web site’s Purchase of Service Estimator. This is a combined cost estimator and application form that you can print and attach to your application form. All applications must be signed by the employer who granted the leave of absence and then forwarded to the Teachers’ Pension Plan. Steps to figure out if a purchase of service is worthwhile Calculate your purchase of service cost using the online Purchase Cost Estimator at the Teachers’ Pension Plan web site, tpp.pensionsbc.ca. Print off the results. If you have received a Statement of Cost from the plan, you will not need to use the Purchase Cost Estimator.  Do a pension estimate using your Personalized Pension Estimator at My Account on the Teachers’ Pension web site. Enter the date on which you would like to retire. Click Perform Estimate and print the results. Note: If you have not previously logged on to My Account, you will need your 2005 Member’s Benefit Statement at hand. Your username and temporary password to access My Account can be found in Section 1 Personal Information on the statement.  Do a second pension estimate using same date entered in Step 2. Beside the label Additional Pensionable Service, fill in the amount of time you are purchasing as shown on the printed results page from the Purchase Cost Estimator¹ and or the printed Statement of Cost from the Teachers’ Pension Plan. Click Perform Estimate and print the results.  Compare the two pension estimates.² The highlighted amount is the amount you will get up to age 65; the top number above the bridge amount is the amount you will get after age 65. Make notes of the increase in the pension amount as a result of the purchase of service.  Calculate the cost return. Divide the cost of the purchase (as determined by the online Purchase Cost Estimator or the printed Statement of Cost from the Teachers’ Pension Plan) by the amount of the pension increase derived if you purchase the service. The answer you get is the cost pay back time in months. If that number is less than 120 months, the purchase may well be to your financial advantage. ¹ Note: if you are purchasing a 100% unpaid leave (general, maternity, parental) then you are purchasing both pensionable service and contributory service and can thus enter the amount of time on the "Additional Pensionable Service" line. If, however, you are purchasing a partial leave, i.e., you worked half-time and were on leave for half-time in a school year, you are only purchasing pensionable time because you will have already accrued the contributory time. If that is the case, add the amount of pensionable service time being purchased to the Pensionable Service amount shown from your last Member’s Benefit Statement two lines above the Additional Pensionable Service line. ² Note: For ease of comparison, if you are single, compare the Option 1, Single Life Guaranteed 5 results from the two estimates. If you are married, compare the Option 4, 100% Joint Life results.   Pension seminars This year (2006–07) the BC Teachers’ Federation (BCTF), BC Retired Teachers’ Association (BCRTA), and the BC Pension Corporation have joined forces to present pension seminars to members of the Teachers’ Pension Plan throughout the province. The seminars are three hours long and cover a number of topics including: How to understand your annual Member’s Benefit Statement. How your pension is calculated. How to use online pension information and tools. How to increase your pension by purchasing or transferring service, claiming credit for child-rearing time, or reinstating a refund. Retirement planning and the transition from work to retirement. The presentation is designed to meet the needs of members who are nearing retirement, but the information is useful to all members. Registration is on a first-come, first-served basis. Members are encouraged to bring their spouse or partner. There is no charge to attend. To register, complete and return an application, which is available on the TPP website at tpp.pensionsbc.ca. Some venues are still to be confirmed. Members who register for a particular seminar will receive an e-mail confirming specific time and location. Contact information for registration and more information about the TPP Member Seminars is 250-356-2466, or toll-free at 1-877-558-5574. E-mail TPPseminars@pensionsbc.ca. City Date Time Location Nanaimo Feb. 10 9 a.m.—12 p.m. Coast Bastion Inn Vancouver Feb. 15 6 p.m.—9 p.m. Best Western Chateau Granville Vancouver Feb. 17 9 a.m.—12 p.m. Best Western Chateau Granville Prince George Mar. 1 6 p.m.—9 p.m Days Inn Prince George Mar. 3 9 a.m.—12 p.m. Days Inn Williams Lake Mar. 10 9 a.m.—12 p.m. Overlander Kelowna Mar. 31 9 a.m.—12 p.m. UBC Okanagan Conference Centre Terrace Apr. 14 9 a.m.—12 p.m. Best Western Terrace Inn Campbell River Apr. 21 9 a.m.—12 p.m. TBA Burnaby Apr. 26 6 p.m.—9 p.m. BCIT Burnaby Burnaby Apr. 28 9 a.m.—12 p.m. BCIT Burnaby Cranbrook May 5 9 a.m.—12 p.m. College of the Rockies N. Vancouver May 10 6 p.m.—9 p.m. TBA N. Vancouver May 12 9 a.m.—12 p.m. TBA)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "RT @nationalpost: Tories' temporary foreign worker overhaul is 'tragically misdirected': Christy Clark http://t.co/EV5YPyV9lC" @John_Yap - 02:49pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=1674&printPage=true,BCTF News Releases  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2006 Archives BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE March 12, 2006 Teachers convention addresses bargaining issues About 700 delegates at the BC Teachers' Federation Annual General Meeting endorsed the 2006-07 Leadership Report brought forward by BCTF President Jinny Sims and the 11-member Executive Committee today. The report included a focus on collective bargaining, on professional leadership, on social justice, on alliances with the BC Federation of Labour, and on strengthening the BCTF as an organization with nine decades of history advocating for students and teachers. The report notes that the willingness of teachers to take a strong stand in defense of quality public education has changed the political landscape in the past year. "Our growing concerns about class size and composition really struck a chord with British Columbians, and earned us the active support of parents and the general public," said Sims. "Now parents as well as teachers are saying this government has got to fulfill the commitments made at the end of our strike." Monday's meeting focuses on the objectives and strategies for collective bargaining this spring. "Our goal is to negotiate an agreement before the contract expires at the end of the school year," Sims said. "I feel confident we could do so with goodwill on both sides and an understanding that students' learning conditions and teachers' working conditions must be addressed." Sims pointed out that even the government's own statistics show that more than 9,200 classrooms have 31 or more students, and almost 11,000 classes have 4 or more students with special needs. "That's simply unacceptable, especially considering that the government changed the definition of special needs to reduce the numbers of children qualifying for additional support," she said. "In addition, the ministry's numbers only reflect identified students with special needs, and we have thousands on waiting lists just to be assessed." This is the BCTF's 90th AGM. It continues through to Tuesday evening at the Hyatt Regency Hotel in downtown Vancouver. For more information, please call Nancy Knickerbocker, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-340-1959.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=21164&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 7, May/June 2010  Another successful New Teachers’ Conference By Mohamed Chelali New teachers represent the renewal commitment of our profession and their needs and interests are of utmost importance to our society. The BCTF New Teachers’ Conference is designed to welcome, support, and guide new teachers entering the profession. It is one of the finest professional development events that one can attend. The conference is always popular because the presenters are almost all active classroom teachers and they volunteer their time and energy to share their passion and knowledge with their colleagues. The needs of beginning teachers are different as they enter the era of teaching in the digital age. Beginning teachers not only require initial assistance, advice, and information, but also need ongoing support during their first few years of teaching. This conference was designed to explore best teaching practices, current challenges, research, and innovation. It is always the BCTF’s goal to offer workshops that are interactive, collaborative, practical, analytical, and cover a range of teachers’ needs from elementary to secondary. They are also designed to cover different subjects and topics from mathematics, to social justice issues, to French immersion and Francophone education. The 2010 conference featured presentations on a wide range of issues pertinent to the new teacher’s interest and needs such as classroom management, integrating students with special needs, student assessment, teaching and learning with technology, and working with parents to name a few. This year, we had more than 64 workshops in the program over two days, 400 attendees, and more than 30 exhibitors from different educational and non-profit organizations. Unfortunately, 100 registrants were on the waiting list and could not attend the conference because it was full. Once again, we had very talented and skilled workshop presenters. Presenters and new teachers were unanimous about the benefit of these two professional development days for new teachers entering the profession. Most attendees affirmed that they have gained a great deal of advice, instruction, strategies, and practical ideas that they can use directly in their classes. Presenter Holly Lloyd, from Burnaby, said, “I had a wonderful time at the New Teachers’ Conference and was encouraged to see so many teachers attend my workshop on yearly planning. Several teachers came up later to say it was ‘exactly what they needed’.” Starleigh Grass, from Gold Trail found that new teachers have great energy and the workshops she attended were excellent! Sunddip Nahal, workshop presenter from Vernon, was a first-time presenter at the conference and was impressed by the dedication of the new teachers and the role of the BCTF in professional development. “I really appreciate what the BCTF has done for us, and we, as teachers, are very lucky to be involved with such caring and supportive BCTF staff. I absolutely enjoyed my time meeting and connecting with others and being able to spread the news of supporting our profession. I had awesome feedback e-mailed to me from people who attended my workshop.” Who are the best teachers of teachers? Teachers, of course...just ask them about their own learning. Who inspired them to become teachers? Who helped them when they became teachers? To whom do they constantly turn for advice? Where do they get many of their ideas? The most common answer is almost universal—other teachers. And this is why the whole theme of the BCTF conference was teachers helping teachers. Teaching is a never-ending story—it is a journey of passion and hope. Beginning teachers teach from the heart—they are the new guides, not only to teach, but also to stimulate and motivate. They know how to instill in the minds of the citizens of tomorrow the love of learning and the passion of education and social justice. Mohamed Chelali is assistant director, BCTF Professional and Social Issues Division and co-ordinator of the BCTF French Programs and Services.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=15682,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2008 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 20, Number 6, April 2008  Teachers' Pension Plan Reading your member’s benefit statement In May or early June you will receive your 2007 Member’s Benefit Statement. This blue & white document provides you with an estimate of your future pension based on your service and salary up to, and including, December 31, 2007. Things to look for: 1. Is your personal information in Section 1 correct and complete? For example: Have you married/ divorced and now have a new surname? Is your birth date/SIN correct? If corrections are needed, contact both your school district and the TPP with the update(s). 2. If you have recently married, have you told the TPP, as your spouse is now automatically your beneficiary (unless she or he signs a spousal waiver). Conversely, if you have recently separated/divorced, is your ex-spouse still your beneficiary? This may be something you want to change! 3. On the issue of ex-spouses, did you know that pensions are considered family assets by law and a former spouse may have entitlement to part of the pension? If you have agreed to divide your pension as a result of a separation/divorce agreement, that division is not reflected in your Member’s Benefit Statement. You will need to contact the TPP for a manual calculation of your portion of your pension. 4. Your future is online! Visit My Account at tpp.pensionsbc.ca to access your personalized pension information. If you have not yet accessed My Account, your user name and temporary password are provided to you in Section 1 on your statement. 5. Check the amount of pensionable service (PS) and contributory service (CS) you accrued during the 2007 calendar year in Section 3 of your statement. If you worked full-time during this time period, you should have accrued 10 months PS and 10 months CS. Check also the service and salary shown in Section 5 of the statement. If you think there is an error in either of these sections on your statement, contact your school district employer, as this is who reports your service and pensionable salary to the TPP. 6. Read the message area in Section 3 of your statement. If you made a purchase, transferred service from another pension plan, or applied for childrearing credit in the 2007 calendar year, there should be a personal statement to you here, advising that this additional service has been included in the pension estimates listed in Section 2 of your statement. 7. To find out more about reading and understanding your Member’s Benefit Statement, register for the pension seminar entitled "Your Pension, Your Future," a seminar particularly designed for new to mid-career teachers. Visit the BCTF website, http://tinyurl.com/5u8vkz What happens to your group life insurance plan when you terminate employment? Your BCTF–BCSTA Group Life Insurance coverage ceases at the end of the month in which you terminate employment. However, you may exercise the conversion option. This option provides you with the opportunity to convert your group life insurance to one of the various types of individual life insurance policies with Great-West Life, without having to provide medical evidence of good health (termed "evidence of insurability"). To qualify for this individual policy, you must make application and payment of the first premium to the insurance company within 45 days of termination of employment. If you should die within this 45-day period, your beneficiary will receive the amount of life insurance that you would have been able to convert to an individual policy. Contact the teacher payroll department at your school board office to obtain the Group Life Conversion Privilege Notification form. Note: If your local was part of a group life insurance program other than BCTF–BCSTA, check with the district teacher payroll office for conversion information. Factor 88? Don’t wait! Teachers who have reached the age of 64 or the factor 88, age plus contributory service with the teachers or municipal pension plan, you may voluntarily withdraw from the BCTF plan. If you have reached age 65 or factor 90, you are no longer eligible for long-term benefits and should withdraw. It is up to you to apply to withdraw. Send a completed withdrawal form, available from Income Security, local presidents, or online at www.tinyurl.com/6ezovj to the BCTF Income Security Division. Please also discuss this issue in your staffrooms. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/issues/research.aspx?id=5812&printPage=true,BCTF > Reflections of Specialist Support Teachers at School L secondary school  	Untitled Page  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Issues in Education > Inclusive Education > Research Project “We’re dancing as fast as we can”: Reflections of Specialist Support Teachers at “School L” secondary school by Donna Allen February, 2003 Six specialist support teachers met in February, 2003, to share information about their work and roles at “School L,”a Nanaimo secondary school. The group consisted of two teachers who worked in Alternate programs (one for Senior and the other for Junior grades), two Resource Room teachers (also for Senior and Junior grades), one whose role combined Learning Assistance and ESL, and a Counsellor. Demographics This group had considerable experience as teachers, with an average of 27 years’ teaching experience. Their experience in Special Education and ESL ranged from five to twenty-one years. Five of the six had Master’s degrees. One of the teachers was working in ESL without any specialist ESL training. Reflections The group was asked a series of questions. These questions, and the responses from the group, are reported below. What do you see as the effects of recent changes on student learning, and in terms of your capacity to do your job? Respondents indicated that there was less time for each student, resulting in overcrowding, reduced student access to equipment, less time to prepare individualized programs and to contact parents, and less time for marking and feedback. Such a loss of time in the program plus more than 50% increase in enrolment has made a significant change in the quality of individual relationships established with students. Respondents believe they have lost more students early in this school year, with more students either dropping out or attending less frequently. Contact with classroom teachers has also been negatively impacted this year, as many classroom teachers feel so overloaded that they do not have the time for collaboration and consultation common in earlier years. The teachers also indicated that there was less money for resources such as texts and workbooks, which made their work more difficult. One teacher discussed how the changes had made it very difficult to do the job. While the issue was clearly one of resources and not individual competence, the teacher also said it was hard to escape a sense of guilt or personal inadequacy in terms of meeting the needs of students. He said: “I have not felt this inadequate in my job in over twenty years, when the system I was working in was in some upheaval due to realignment of schools. It’s an unnerving experience to feel so inadequate, and it’s a challenge to keep it ‘outside,’ rather than taking it in and internalizing it as my problem.” The group also felt that Special Education had taken a significantly greater cut this year than many other areas, with significant increases in workload for both teachers and Special Education Assistants (SEAs). This was caused in part by increased enrolment and reduced time allocation for the teachers and SEAs. In terms of ESL support, specialist teachers felt that there was less time to support individual pupils with timetable concerns, less time to offer individual help or to meet counselling needs for ESL students, as well as less flexibility in timetabling. The number of students in ESL who are really also special needs appears to be growing, and there is no recognition of this, with SEA support for such students a growing necessity. The number of fee-paying International students also appears to be growing, and many of these students also appear to have some issues other than language acquisition. One teacher somewhat wistfully commented: “ESL seems like an orphan — nothing matches with reality.” In terms of Learning Assistance, we have the same numbers of students, but reduced time allocation for LA, with the consequence that teachers can’t do individual remedial work with students at levels common in previous years. There were concerns that programs in support of students needing Learning Assistance may simply disappear in the future. Respondents also noted that this year there were fuller classes — especially the electives — resulting in less flexibility in programming Resource Room students. Fuller classes also resulted in teachers not being able to offer as much adaptation/modification over time: One teacher also stated that the numbers of “slow learners” with “learning difficulties” appeared to be growing, as compared with those officially designated as “Learning Disabled.” The teachers stated that the changes this year are significant, and are resulting in unacceptable support in the school this school year compared to previous years. The schools’ capacity to meet students’ needs is, in their view, now very inadequate. They saw such a deterioration as systemic, caused by inadequate funding, which was forcing decisions onto the district and in their school, which were not educationally or organizationally appropriate. They also described growing discontent among teachers in the school, with some reluctance among teachers to get involved in any new program development because they don’t know where the system is going. In some ways, what the group appeared most concerned about seemed to be a spiral of decreased support, inadequate programs, and feelings of personal/professional inadequacy to meet needs. The potential of the spiral was that if the needs of students and classroom teachers were not met, and programs or specialist supports became less useful, then a consequence might be to scrap the programs or support, rather than recognize the necessity to maintain programs and specialist support. Such a spiral confuses the symptom of reduced services with the disease of inadequate funding to provide the service. Respondents also spoke of more and more time spent on administration and paperwork. Such paperwork was in preparation for audits, but diverted time and energy away from providing support services to both students and classroom teachers. Has “the bar been raised” in terms of services to students? In other words, are services now delivered to a smaller number of students than before? One teacher said: “The bar has been raised for the avenue to support (process to get into special services), but not to individual support.” This comment seemed to indicate that there may be a tendency for reduced identification of students — almost certainly the case in high incidence categories, which no longer receive targeted funding. Another stated a concern that it is possible to anticipate this coming in the future, when cutbacks would likely prevent students who are not designated from getting specialist support service, and only those designated will qualify for the then-reduced service. “Students won’t get help if not designated, and it will become harder to be designated.” Another person in the group stated: “Part of the problem is that while I am not able to do for the students what I have been able to do in the past, it is even worse for students, because they are being affected on multiple levels. These are the people who are taking the brunt of the government policy and budget decisions.” While in previous years students had been able to access some alternate programs throughout the year, one teacher stated that there is no longer continuous intake in their Senior Alternate program because class sizes are far too large to accommodate ongoing intake. Thus, wait times may be longer, which negatively impacts students. Both ESL and Counselling staff discussed the reality of trying to service more pupils with fewer resources and less teacher aide time, believing that more students will not be designated and therefore not serviced. In secondary schools, are there disproportionate numbers of students with special needs/ESL students in elective subject areas such as Arts, Music, Home Economics, etc.? Respondents generally felt that there were high numbers of students with special needs, and ESL students, in elective courses, although they also stated that there were considerable pressures in the more academic classes also. The placement of students with special needs in elective classes is nothing new or problematic. However, there are several Resource Room issues with such placements this school year. One is that with no class composition limits, high numbers of students with special needs may be placed in some classes, making the teaching of such classes more difficult. Teachers may not be able to offer students the experiential, hands-on approaches to electives if the numbers are too high, either because of class management or because of safety issues. If this occurs, students are placed in a class because it theoretically provides the type of learning experience they need. But the numbers and/or composition may become so high or problematic that the pedagogical approach shifts to a less appropriate mode. This also reflects the “spiral” example provided above. In this case the increased class size and unlimited composition reduces the educational experience of the students, and the teacher’s satisfaction in providing appropriate pedagogy. What happens in terms of “grey-area” students — students who may have additional needs but who are not designated? Do the specialists provide support to these students? Did they do so in the past? Specialist Support teachers at this secondary school do deal with “grey-area” students. In Resource Rooms they offer students assistance whether they technically meet the designation criteria or not, but it is getting harder to help them in times of increased cuts. Such students are offered a chance for Dogwood (the graduation diploma) through the Senior Alternate program, as many wouldn’t be able to survive in the regular system. There was considerable concern that in spite of the school’s aim to be very supportive of all students, there will be less capacity to assist the grey-area students in the future. One teacher spoke of the alternate programs attracting students from outside their neighbourhood boundary, but added, “This may end because resources are so thin and will be stretched even more. What a loss!” Resource Rooms and staff who work in them were described as providing supports to a wide range of students, some designated and others not. The support traditionally has been based on student needs, but as teaching staff are reduced, along with time-allocations for areas such as Special Education, LA, and ESL, there is much more likelihood that support for grey-area students will decline or be removed. Support would therefore be decided by staffing and funding levels, not student needs. How much direct teaching of students by the specialist is happening now, and has it changed over time? There were varied responses to this question, dependent on the context. In the Junior Alternate program, there was less, with more time on follow-up from students’ work in elective subjects. In the Junior Resource Room the direct teaching was seen to be increasing — this is a problem: “It increases the marking load/preparation and changes the nature of the program. Having students doing academic courses in Resource Room means that there are multiple levels of adapted academic courses and of modified courses. The marking load is varied, complex, and mountainous.” The ESL teacher reported larger numbers of students and less teaching time, and therefore less individual service and more groupings in the class. In Learning Assistance, time to do assessments of new or struggling pupils, or to provide referrals to the School Based Team, was more limited, and there was much less time to do individual reading remediation. What’s the nature of collaboration with classroom teachers, in areas such as team teaching, providing resource adaptations, and in-class/pull-out support? One teacher said that the only collaboration occurred in electives, and that was for pull-out support. Another stated that collaboration was more difficult, in part because of the layoffs which had reduced staffing, with the result that teachers have less time and greater numbers of students in their classes. Collaboration was more difficult due to classroom teachers’ increased workload and increased frustration with that extra workload. Layoffs had other effects also: new assignments and many new teachers as a result of high turnover in the school. There seemed almost to be a revolving door with teachers arriving and departing, making it hard to collaborate with teachers who were leaving or who were on a short-term assignment. In ESL, and for the Counsellor, there was very limited time for collaboration this school year, and LA had no time for any, with high class-sizes and very limited staffing. There was also considerable concern about the instability in the school resulting from staff cuts and reassignments. It was as though the school was on shifting ground, with nothing yet settled enough to jointly plan or to teach. Most teachers were in survival mode, dealing with increased class size and in some cases changed or combined assignments. If the ground was shifting, teachers needed to survive the initial shift, but also were waiting to see what was yet to come. For collaboration to work there needs to be some stability and certainty, so while the ground was shifting there was reduced collaboration, and no confidence to “stretch the envelope” by initiating collaboration in such an uncertain context. The specialist support teachers also note the increased difficulty in getting classroom teachers to attend school-based team (SBT) meetings. This was directly attributed to the increased workload of classroom teachers, who are finding their workload so high that they are reluctant or unable to attend the meetings: “Due to increased work load of the classroom teachers, SBT meetings seem to have been less effective, with less support from the staff in general.” “It is getting harder and harder to get teachers to attend SBT meetings outside school time. People resent the time it takes to go to a meeting. ‘Let’s just do the work face-to-face, on the fly.’ Communications break down when this happens; it doesn’t allow for the best decision-making.” School-based teams are considered an effective method of planning and sharing skills, essential for effective inclusion and ESL support. Yet this fundamental tool of collaborative planning appears at risk if classroom teachers are not attending such meetings. The participants understood the pressures that teachers were under, but also regretted the reduced capacity for collaborative planning and problem-solving: “We try to keep formal meetings to a minimum, but consultation and collaboration are important to job satisfaction and successful programs, so we lose something by not meeting. Much can be gained by sharing ideas and strategies.” How has your caseload/workload changed this year? All the participants in the group stated that their caseloads and workloads had risen alarmingly this school year. One estimated a 25% increase in workload, with many meetings, listing meetings with Ministry people, parents, students, and youth workers. For some, the essential cause of the increase was an increased number of students attending Resource Rooms so far this year: “In Semester 1, actual bodies = 63; Semester 2, actual bodies = 58. Then add monitoring all Resource Room students who are not currently in Resource Room this semester. Then add supervising/reading aloud and scribing exams for non-readers and students who come from their other classes in a different block. Then add contacts with teachers/parents/counsellors/administrators/other support staff. Everything suffers due to lack of time. I am spreading myself too thin. While I am doing the best I can to deliver the same level of service that I used to, with more students to deliver it to, everything is compounded.” Another teacher stated: “By first semester end we were close to having the same number of students through the program that we would normally have covered in a year’s time and then we took in 13 new students for the new semester and still have another term’s intake to do. All these students still demand intake procedures, paperwork requirements.” The teachers in this group also expressed concern that government accountability expectations are influencing some classroom teachers’ attitudes towards students with special needs, or towards any students who might reduce the school’ scores in provincial exams or FSAs (Foundation Skills Assessments). One stated that: “It was particularly disheartening to hear at the staff meeting the other day that some teachers had no patience for “these kids” because they are affecting the school’s test and exam results that are published. This group of specialist support teachers felt that accountability issues were beginning to dominate the agenda at the expense of student interests and needs. Instead of working towards being more inclusive, staff were concerned about the quality of the results being published.” Some of the specialist support teachers also felt that some of their colleagues don’t fully understand the significance or the scale of the impact that budget decisions have had in Special Education and ESL. Others said that teachers, being the kind of people they are, will always stretch themselves to do the best they can, which really camouflages the decrease in effectiveness and level of services. The specialists felt that there were too many demands this school year, and too few specialist support staff to adequately meet the needs of students, or to support and collaborate with the already-stretched classroom teachers. Lack of time for follow-through, for Staff Development, for just doing the job properly, seemed to these teachers to be undermining the culture of the school. It was reducing what had been relatively stable and evolving approaches into an ad hoc, band-aid approach which did not meet any needs and which frustrated and depressed the staff. While they were “running on experience and instinct,” the specialist support staff felt that this was not a way to run a school, nor was the current approach sustainable. How do the specialists view decisions being made about programming? One respondent stated that this year there seemed to be more politics (with parents and administrators) influencing decisions. Another spoke of no consultation over increased class size, while allowing that this may have been a district or provincial decision. Others mentioned very limited collaboration with administration in terms of ESL and International students, with what they considered very limited vision or interest in ESL. One described “cosmetic” consultations and collaborations, with considerable confusion about programming at the start of the year. There was considerable concern about future decision-making, in part because of concern with future funding cuts. But there was also another concern, that students who needed the support of Alternate, Resource Room, or ESL were to be the targets of cuts. One person said that teacher tolerance of kids who “can’t do it” goes down. This clearly implies that there appeared to be reduced patience for those students needing extra assistance or modified programs. This less-empathic attitude is a consequence both of cuts and of the accountability pressures described above, and could lead to what one person described as “professional cannibalism,” with one program being deemed more worth saving than another. From this perspective, Alternate, Special Education, and ESL programs might be considered easy targets for cuts, whether at the school or district level. How do you see your own job satisfaction as a specialist support teacher, and how do you view classroom teachers’ morale this year? All the participants spoke of reduced job satisfaction and increased isolation in their own jobs this year, and while most believed that teacher morale was lower now than in previous years, some were so isolated they did not have any sense of other teachers’ morale at all. The participants spoke of job satisfaction in a way that directly linked their satisfaction with their capacity to meet students’ needs. There was a very clear sense that such needs were far from being met this year, thereby reducing their job satisfaction, and increasing their stress. Another area where they felt concern was in terms of less-positive working relationships with other teachers. Most recognized that classroom teachers were having a more difficult time this school year, and that their increased workload was increasing all teachers’ isolation from each other in the community of school. There was no sense of blame, as they understood the pressures on all staff, but a clear sense of regret that job satisfaction was significantly reduced. “My job satisfaction is significantly reduced because impossible workload has meant that efficacy of service has been hampered. I’m working harder to get less done for each student. By Christmas-time my morale was at an all time low — I was ‘fried.’ If it weren’t for my personal focus on wellness I could easily have ended up on sick leave or worse. I am more isolated by my workload and have less time to talk to other classroom teachers, so I don’t know how they’re feeling the budget impact. It would be bad enough if you believed that this was the bottom — however, the additional cuts yet to come still loom overhead, making it even more difficult to retain an optimistic outlook or any sense of humour about the day-to-day inadequacies.” “We are feeling inadequate as we try ‘to do more with less,’ to provide service to more students with less support. Counsellors increase their caseload, alternate programs reduce their time, classroom teachers feel stressed-out with increased class sizes. There is challenging class composition and new teaching assignments, and we have to deal with an increasing number of new classroom teachers — the pressures on the system and therefore on the students increase. The students feel the reduced ‘care’ they are receiving — we will have more behaviour problems, more students becoming ‘at risk,’ and more students dropping out.” “I have significantly less job satisfaction, with no opportunity for program development. I have a constant concern that something is going to happen to a student in my care because I can’t pay as much attention to signs of poor mental health. I often help the teachers, and it is very disheartening to hear the teachers who over the past many years have been so upbeat and excited about working on our inner schools grants, are just losing heart.” Are you considering changing assignments, perhaps opting to become a classroom teacher? Five of the six were actively considering reassignment, while the sixth felt there might not be any choice in next year’s assignment. Three of the six were also considering when they could retire, and one was thinking about retiring early. There was a sense that the job of the Specialist Support teacher was becoming increasingly difficult and thankless. It was difficult to meet both the students’ and classroom teachers’ needs, workload was rapidly increasing, stress was high, and the feelings of collaboration, positive working relationships with other teachers, at an all-time low. In these contexts, either a different assignment or retirement seem like positive options. There is something wrong with a system that wastes such talents and experience. One of the consequences of the cuts this year is that teachers such as these, whose primary goal is to help kids succeed in school, are tired and disillusioned with teaching. If they can get out of teaching through retiring, they will, or they will seek a less-challenging position until they can retire. Part of their disillusion is not just fatigue, but the sense that nobody really cares about them or the programs they run. The province forces the district to cut whatever it needs to cut to live within its fiscal limits, rather than provide what is needed for teachers such as these to meet the needs of students. How do you view the paperwork you need to complete, including IEPs and documents needed for accountability? All the participants complained of excessive and increasing levels of paperwork, saying that there was too much emphasis on paper, but that they need more time with students. The paperwork was complex because requirements were constantly changing — new designations, or program changes, for example, or accountability requirements: “With all the changes going on — new designations and new definitions, changing parameters for programs, talk of more accountability, increasing documentation for IEPs, programs — I feel a greater pressure to do even more paperwork to an even higher standard and with less clarity and direction to lean on.” “There is a phenomenal increase in paperwork with the increase in student numbers — also an increase in the time to put the conditions in place to do paperwork in the first place, i.e., meetings with specialists for chronic health, meetings with outside agencies for severe and moderate behaviour students, etc.” What is happening in terms of parent communication this year? Respondents considered parent communication and meetings more problematic this year compared to previous years: “There is not enough contact with parents this school year. Before this year, I used to individually interview somebody from each family. Now I do group information sessions because there simply isn’t time to do what I used to do.” Some suggested that there was an increased tendency to avoid consultation with parents because of less time, less ability to meet goals. When they did meet with parents, there were “more generalizations, fewer specifics” in terms of communication. One person was wary of what was described as “legal concerns,” and felt that not providing too-specific details of what would be offered in terms of programming and services was safer in order to protect themselves from any possible legal action. Such comments are startling. Teachers have less time to meet with parents because there are fewer teachers and higher caseloads. When they can meet, teachers are apprehensive about providing specific details because what is actually being provided as a program or service may not be what meets the student’s needs, but is all that is possible with the available resources. In other cases, respondents said that they “have to be very clear to parents and students what is available and what isn’t.” So the dilemma in terms of parent communication was being solved in two ways, the first by speaking generally and avoiding specific programming descriptions or promises, and the second an explicit statement about what was possible and what was not. In both instances, the teachers are implying the inadequacy of the service or program, but may not be communicating their view of the inadequacy to parents. It’s a very difficult situation for the Specialist Support teachers, doing their best to maximize the opportunities for students, and being torn between what to tell parents about the current realities of programs and services while protecting themselves from possible legal actions launched by parents. Describe the current working relationships with classroom teachers, AOs, and Special Education Assistants this school year, and whether they are any different to earlier years. Respondents generally felt that working relationships had deteriorated, primarily because of the increased pressure that all staff are working with this year. In response to the question “Do you have a minute?”, the response was “I can give you thirty seconds.” The response reflected the state of professional relationships — much reduced in time, qualitatively suffering in an environment where there was so much to do with fewer resources. The deteriorating relationships were primarily cause by the pressures of reduced human resources to supply what appears to be constant or growing needs of students. There was very limited time to collaborate, or even to communicate, with AOs, SEAs, and other classroom teachers, thereby increasing isolation, and perhaps stress. How do you view district support and leadership? Does the shift towards school-based support include district leadership? There was unanimity among the group that the amount and quality of district leadership had deteriorated significantly over time, and particularly this school year. The group’s criticism of district leadership was not critical or even identifying of individuals. What they described was a systemic problem, where they believed the District was abandoning its role to lead, to provide information, to offer conferences or workshops, or problem-solving supports in areas such as Special Education, ESL, and ESD support. “What is going on?” asked one of the group, when there was no link between them and the “decision-makers” in the district, when no apparent drive came from the district to support inclusionary programs and services. What was being described was a model where these teachers saw a radical shift in district management, once supportive and focused on helping school staffs meet student needs, now merely managerial in terms of allocating staffing and resources in what appears to be an ever-decreasing spiral. So the change to these teachers appears dramatic: they have fewer resources and staff, and at the same time a district structure that appears focused on narrow managerial roles. At the time of writing, the spiral of decreasing district support at the school level appears to be continuing, while the numbers of central district administrative staff appears to be increasing. This appears illogical to teachers, who see their own numbers reduced, but more bodies to shuffle paper at high salaries in the Board office. While teachers describe district leadership for Special Education as “rudderless,” the district seems intent on placing more people at the rudder while offering no more support to teachers in schools, further demoralizing teachers. Conclusion “We’re dancing as fast as we can.” The quote which started this report poignantly reflects the current state of anxiety common in the teachers who met to share their views. It may also be reflective of many other teachers in the district. This group of teachers is tough and highly experienced. They are used to working in a challenging and difficult environment. Over many years they have thrived on the challenges before them, but tackled them with confidence and courage. They believed that they were moving in directions which built better programs and services for the students in their care. This feeling has gone, and they look forward to retiring from a system which they feel has betrayed them, and the students of this secondary school. The betrayal is reflected in direct and negative cuts in capacity that makes the system work, cuts stemming from provincial government actions such as reduced specialist ratios, increased class size, abolition of high incidence targeted funding. But they are somewhat aided and abetted by the silence of the Nanaimo-Ladysmith School District governance and administration. When the district cuts front-line staffing in schools it acquiesces with provincial mandates. While teachers and others work with reduced resources, the district increases its administrative staff, exacerbating the isolation and differences between the district governance/administration, and practitioners in schools. Many teachers are indeed dancing as fast as they can, but evidence from this and other areas of data collection in this research project indicates that many teachers will stop the dance soon. Some are simply falling through exhaustion, while others indicate they may leave to avoid health problems or because of complete disillusion with the current directions of the education system.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9868,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2002 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 2, Nov./Dec. 2002 Teacher work arbitration by Pat Clarke In November 2002, the BCTF and the BCPSEA will be in an arbitration hearing on the nature of teacher work. The hearing has been scheduled because BCPSEA filed a grievance in the hope that an arbitrator will define the work of teachers broadly enough to include activities that are extra-curricular or voluntary. The employer is attempting to make many of the activities that are voluntary part of the job of teaching and therefore mandatory. That would prevent teachers withdrawing from activities that are voluntary. Members will no longer have the choice of whether or not they will participate in those activities. The implications of a successful grievance on the employer’s part are devastating not only for teachers as employees but for the profession of teaching. The consequences for teachers as employees are evident. A successful outcome for BCPSEA would have even more dire consequences for public education. If BCPSEA convinces an arbitrator that the nature of teacher work is as all encompassing as it maintains, and that as employers it has a very wide mandate in terms of what it can require teachers to do, it will have turned teaching from a profession into an occupation. One of the defining characteristics of a profession is professional autonomy. Our education, training, and experience enable and entitle us to make our own decisions about how we practise and how we interact with our students. We determine what is appropriate and necessary, we apply our skills as we see fit, and we dedicate ourselves to our work according to our determination of where our skills lie. We make those decisions, not an employer or an agent of that employer. If we do not have that authority, we are not professional workers. For many, the distinction between profession and occupation may not seem that important. But the implications for quality public education are enormous. Teaching is a demanding job that requires creativity, spontaneity, and resourcefulness. It demands a relationship between teachers and their employer that accommodates those demands. A working environment that discounts teachers as professionals, that limits their decision-making autonomy and professional discretion, will undermine the quality of teaching. It will weaken teacher morale and inevitably make teaching a less-than-desirable occupation. The model proposed by BCPSEA is based on a factory model where teachers are to follow directions and treat students as materials on an assembly line. Currently teachers are professionals who are expected to use their creativity, experience, and knowledge to ensure the success of every student. In mid October 2002, the New Westminster School Board passed two motions directing BCPSEA to withdraw from the teacher work arbitration. The first motion called on BCPSEA to withdraw from the arbitration and the second motion directed the board to seek intervenor status if BCPSEA continues with the case. The board wants to make sure that the arbitrator is aware that it does not support BCPSEA’s efforts to have the work of teachers defined in an arbitration. We should let our employers, in particular school trustees and district and school administrators know what we think of this latest assault on teachers by BCPSEA. An expanded definition will not work. It will further undermine the trust and mutual respect so essential for effective schools. If our employers are serious about teamwork and co-operation, destroying teachers’ professional autonomy and treating them only as personnel is the wrong way to go. Pat Clarke is the director of the BCTF’s Professional and Social Issues Division. Teacher work arbitration In mid-October 2002, the New Westminster School Board passed two motions directing BCPSEA to withdraw from the teacher work arbitration. The two motions are: "That the New Westminster School Board inform BCPSEA that we are opposed to their continuation of the Arbitration — BCTF Interference with Management Rights, and demand their immediate withdrawal of that arbitration. "If BCPSEA does not withdraw the arbitration then the New Westminster School Board seek intervener status to oppose the arbitration, on the grounds that at no time has BCPSEA sought their advice or opinion on this matter and that they have violated their duty to represent us." Other school boards may be interested in maintaining positive relations with its teachers and passing similar motions. – Peter Owens Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141006,www.cbc.ca,http://www.cbc.ca/,CBC.ca - Canadian News Sports Entertainment Kids Docs Radio TV Accessibility Links Skip to main content Skip to CBC accessibility page CBC Global Navigation CBC.ca News News Menu Sports Sports Menu Music   Radio Radio Menu TV TV Menu My Region Menu   More CBC Menu   Watch Watch Menu Listen Listen Menu     CBC.ca - Canadian News, Sports, Entertainment, Radio, and Television. Developing High school student shot dead in Toronto: trustee Developing MPs debate Canadian combat mission in Iraq Developing Canada sends shipment of protective gear to Sierra Leone Developing Madrid nurse who treated patient in Spain has Ebola Developing Quebecor to sell English newspapers to Postmedia for $316M ‹ ‖ ‖ › CBC News » The Conservatives offered additional humanitarian aid Monday for the battle against ISIS, anticipating opposition MPs' arguments against sending Canadians into combat in Iraq but not managing to stem the criticism. CBCNews.ca is covering the debate live. ISIS mission gets aid injection as MPs debate air combat role in Iraq 5:52 PM ET CBC Sports » CBC's must-see stories from the world of sports. Jaguars' mascot flagged for Ebola sign Ottawa News » change Top Stories Most Commented Teen pimp apologizes to her victims in Ottawa courtroomOct 6, 2014 4:44 PM ET — An Ottawa teenage girl made a tearful apology in court to the girls she drugged, beat and forced into prostitution. 4:44 PM ET Christy Natsis trial: judge rules some evidence inadmissibleOct 6, 2014 5:08 PM ET — A judge ruled "significant portions" of an Ontario Provincial Police officer's testimony were inadmissible in the high-profile drunk driving… 5:08 PM ET Tiny, living-room-sized home attracts Ottawa coupleOct 6, 2014 9:56 AM ET — One Ottawa couple has chosen to sell their condo unit to build a new, tiny home that will be smaller than the size of their current living r… 9:56 AM ET Community Community APPS Teen arrested for harassing teacher with 'cyberbullying app' Streetchat Controversial app prompts warnings from school boards and police across the U.S. Aboriginal Aboriginal Deadline nears for residential school students' $3K education credits Upload Your News Submit your breaking news, stories, photos and videos. Upload Now You must be a member of the CBC News Community to upload. Sign Up now. Visit the <a href="/deals/kijiji-dailydeal.html">Kijiji Daily Deal</a> Headlines Canada » Pharmacists' failure to check drug risks leads to 'horrible' deathOct 6, 2014 3:46 PM ET — A B.C. man is going public to warn others after his mother was killed by an adverse interaction between two prescription drugs, a well-known… 3:46 PM ET Saskatchewan massage therapist allowed to practise despite sexually assaulting clientOct 6, 2014 1:39 PM ET — A massage therapist who practises in two Saskatchewan communities has been found guilty of sexually assaulting a woman the court deemed to “… 1:39 PM ET Luka Magnotta trial: How Jun Lin met his killer still a mysteryOct 6, 2014 5:30 PM ET — Homicide investigators found garbage bags full of evidence and surveillance video of Jun Lin and Luka Magnotta entering the latter’s apartme… 5:30 PM ET World » Google's Eric Schmidt rejects criticism from Julian Assange, FBIOct 6, 2014 2:00 PM ET — Google's executive chair is denying allegations about the company's relationship with intelligence and law enforcement officials. He also re… 2:00 PM ET Hong Kong protests: Students vow to keep up fight, as crowds dwindleOct 6, 2014 2:12 PM ET — The students whose calls for democratic reforms sparked the most dramatic challenge to authorities since Hong Kong returned to Chinese contr… 2:12 PM ET Typhoon Phanfone leaves at least 1 dead in JapanOct 6, 2014 9:49 AM ET — A powerful typhoon that washed three American airmen in Okinawa out to sea, killing at least one, slammed central Japan on Monday, stalling … 9:49 AM ET Sports » Colton Orr, Frazer McLaren dropped from Leafs rosterOct 6, 2014 4:06 PM ET — When the Toronto Maple Leafs open the regular season against the Montreal Canadiens, they will not have an enforcer on their roster. 4:06 PM ET Royals' Eric Hosmer treats K.C. faithfulOct 6, 2014 5:52 PM ET — There are few things better for a sports fan than watching your team clinch a series at home. It's a cause for celebration. About the only t… 5:52 PM ET CIBC Run for the Cure: Sport with a purposeOct 6, 2014 4:05 PM ET — An annual fall event is one of the most important dates on the sporting calendar, writes Scott Russell. The "Run for the Cure" gives everyon… 4:05 PM ET Hockey » Colton Orr, Frazer McLaren dropped from Leafs rosterOct 6, 2014 4:06 PM ET — When the Toronto Maple Leafs open the regular season against the Montreal Canadiens, they will not have an enforcer on their roster. 4:06 PM ET Ryan Johansen ends holdout, signs with Blue JacketsOct 6, 2014 3:15 PM ET — Ryan Johansen is still a Columbus Blue Jacket. The 22-year-old centre and the team's leading scorer finally reached agreement with the club … 3:15 PM ET NHL: 5 fantasy sleeper picks to draftOct 5, 2014 11:47 PM ET — With the NHL season just around the corner, fantasy hockey team owners are making final preparations ahead of the draft, and trying to find … Oct 05 Politics » ISIS mission gets aid injection as MPs debate air combat role in IraqOct 6, 2014 5:52 PM ET — The Conservatives offered additional humanitarian aid Monday for the battle against ISIS, anticipating opposition MPs' arguments against sen… 5:52 PM ET Hillary Clinton says military 'critical' but 'insufficient' against ISISOct 6, 2014 5:51 PM ET — Hillary Clinton, the former U.S. secretary of state, says military action is "critical" to the U.S.-led fight against Islamic State militant… 5:51 PM ET Free flight for EU leaders not needed, German official saysOct 6, 2014 12:17 PM ET — Prime Minister Stephen Harper's recent offer of a free ride home for visiting European leaders — at a cost of more than $300,000 — is raisin… 12:17 PM ET Business » Post and Sun merger a doubtful pursuit of size and synergy: Don PittisOct 6, 2014 6:00 PM ET — A lot of us in the business side of the media have been expecting bad news from the National Post chain for years. Can attaching itself to t… 6:00 PM ET Canadian dollar up 1 cent to 89.84 USOct 6, 2014 5:18 PM ET — The Canadian dollar bounded ahead more than a cent Monday amid a pause in the strong rally of the U.S. currency. 5:18 PM ET S&P 500 buybacks soar while companies skimp on investment, salariesOct 6, 2014 3:12 PM ET — Companies in the Standard & Poor's 500 index are set to spend $914 billion this year on share buybacks and dividends while skimping on capit… 3:12 PM ET Health » Ebola update: Dallas officials say 'crucial' week' for containmentOct 6, 2014 4:12 PM ET — Officials in Dallas gave an update today on their investigation and containment processes connected with the first Ebola case diagnosed in t… 4:12 PM ET Ebola: Canada sends 1st shipment of protective gear to Sierra LeoneOct 6, 2014 2:26 PM ET — The Canadian government is shipping 128,000 face shields to Sierra Leone to help the West African country combat an outbreak of the Ebola vi… 2:26 PM ET Uganda hospital worker dies of Marburg virusOct 6, 2014 11:15 AM ET — Ugandan health worker recently died of Marburg, a highly infectious disease that manifests as a viral hemorrhagic fever, Uganda's Ministry o… 11:15 AM ET Arts & Entertainment » Geoffrey Holder, actor director and 7-Up pitch man, dead at 89Oct 6, 2014 3:12 PM ET — Geoffrey Holder, the Tony Award-winning director, actor, painter, dancer and choreographer, has died. He was 84. 3:12 PM ET Twin Peaks revival slated for Showtime in 2016Oct 6, 2014 2:58 PM ET — Twin Peaks co-creators David Lynch and Mark Frost will write and produce nine new episodes of the cult TV drama when it returns in 2016. 2:58 PM ET 2014 Scotiabank Giller Prize Shortlist revealedOct 6, 2014 12:12 PM ET — The 2014 Scotiabank Giller Prize shortlist was announced Monday revealing six authors in the running for the $100,000 grand prize. 12:12 PM ET Technology & Science » Google's Eric Schmidt rejects criticism from Julian Assange, FBIOct 6, 2014 2:00 PM ET — Google's executive chair is denying allegations about the company's relationship with intelligence and law enforcement officials. He also re… 2:00 PM ET Shipwreck isn't Christopher Columbus's Santa Maria, UNESCO says Oct 6, 2014 2:44 PM ET — A shipwreck found off northern Haiti could not be the Santa Maria, the lost flagship from Christopher Columbus' first voyage to the Western … 2:44 PM ET South African government puts rhinos up for saleOct 6, 2014 11:38 AM ET — South Africa's Kruger National Park is inviting bids for rhinos under a plan to move 500 of the animals to safety to counter a wave of poach… 11:38 AM ET CBC Radio & Television CBC Radio & Television Strange Empire: Series Premiere Three women are brought together by tragedy and the struggle for survival in Canada's Wild West. Watch at 9 p.m./9:30 NT on CBC-TV. Watch the preview » Murdoch Mysteries: Season Premiere, Part 1 Det. Murdoch suspects a brutal murder and the vicious assault on Inspector Brackenreid might be linked. Watch at 8 p.m./8:30 NT on CBC-TV. Watch past episodes online » Q with Jian Ghomeshi Music legend Robert Plant discusses his sensational new record lullaby and...The Ceaseless Roar. Listen at 10 a.m./10:30 NT on Radio One. Hear episodes online » Limited Play: The Best of Britain For a limited time, check out CBC Music's new stream, featuring Coldplay, Radiohead and much more. Click on the free stream on the right side » The National The Ontario Hockey League's new strategy focuses on goals and assists pertaining to mental health. CBC's Ron Charles explains, tonight on The National. Visit the website for broadcast times » Watch Online: Last Call at the Oasis Watch> Explore why the global water crisis will be the central issue of the 21st century. Watch Online: The United Nations of Comedy Watch> English comedian Eddie Izzard hosts some of the hottest comics from around the world. Ebola Virus Should we treat travellers like terrorists? CBC Video Pharmacists' failure to check drug risks leads to death. Puppy Love Should owners of puppies get paid maternity leave? Serving the Royals Go behind the palace doors. Child Pornography Trial We look at a publication ban for a high-profile case. SCOTIABANK GILLER PRIZE Six writers contend for $100,000 literary prize. Schedule The Radio/Television schedule requires JavaScript. Accessibility » It is a priority for CBC to create a website that is accessible to all Canadians including people with visual, hearing, motor and cognitive challenges. Closed captioning is available for many CBC-TV shows offered online. For air times of CBC-TV shows with described video, visit Accessible Media Inc.'s Described Video TV Guide. (Described video is not currently available online.) Stay Connected with CBC Mobile RSS Podcasts   Alerts Email CBC Global Footer CBC.ca Aboriginal Books Contests Digital Archives Documentaries Kids Kids' CBC Preschool Music News Parents Program Guide Radio Sports Television Subscriptions CBC Player CBC Shop Corporate About CBC Transparency and Accountability Jobs Production Facilities Mobile Production Rentals Ombudsman CBC: Get the Facts Independent Producers Public Appearances Pitch a Radio or Audio Program Program and Content Sales Archive Sales Educational Sales Image Research Library & Still Photos Consumer Recordings Digital TV Stay Connected Mobile RSS Podcasts Member Services:Newsletters & Alerts CBC Links Terms Of Use Reuse & Permissions Advertise Privacy Site Map Help Contact Us CBC Radio-Canada Copyright © CBC 2014 cbc.radio-canada.ca cbc.ca radio-canada.ca)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=10044&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 3, Jan./Feb. 2003 A teacher responds to a student teacher’s questions Question posted to the BCTF PD issues e-mail list by a student teacher "What defines a professional: autonomy, specific body of knowledge, self-regulation, and code of ethics. My question is how much autonomy do teachers really have? They don’t make the conditions that they work in or determine them, the BCTF does this for us." Response from Kathryn Askew, teacher, Courtenay I’m proud of you for seeking information about our profession from teachers. Just because your professor is a superintendent, doesn’t mean he/she has the whole picture. I’ll try to respond to your question according to the language you use, and I hope that others on this list will clarify, correct, and add to my reflections. Autonomy First, a disclaimer: I do not teach any subjects at the Grade 12 level. If I did, I would have little autonomy in British Columbia. All examinable subjects in this province require that a teacher budget every classroom minute to ensure that the students can pass an external exam. I am an elementary teacher. Every day, at the end of the day, I get to decide what to teach the following day. In theory, I will choose only activities that match the "new" IRPs. In practice, I choose activities that follow the current day’s understandings and that reflect what I believe the kids need to know next. After 23 years teaching kids from Grades K to 7, I have a definite bias about what matters. My autonomy is very strong. I believe that the teacher IS the curriculum. It’s my responsibility to determine what the children in my care most need to know (as a group). Individual parents have taught their children many things. Past teachers have followed the curriculum, and the children all know some things in common. The artistry of my job is to determine what has been missed, what is needed, and what makes sense for this particular grade or subject within the context of the provincial curriculum and the society in which these kids live. Specific body of knowledge There is no way on earth that I wanted to be a teacher. School was incredibly boring to me. Teachers were told what courses to take in university. No one was going to tell me what to study! So I did a Bachelor of Arts: studied linguistics and classics and anthropology and sociology and psychology and French and German and aesthetics and a whole flock of English courses (no sciences, no history or geography, no physical education, very little math). I graduated with no concept of "job." I worked for the federal government and for Sears. I had two children, and suddenly children became far more interesting to me. I returned to university for a one-year education program, focussed on primary education and music, and have never looked back. I did teach primary for four of my 23 years. I have never directly used my music training. Instead I became a French specialist and then taught at the intermediate level... So much for "specific body of knowledge!" Self-regulation Within the school day, I have absolute control over the hours I spend with my kids. Well, not exactly. Some of my kids are pulled out for special programs: learning assistance, gifted and talented, speech therapy. And there are some guidelines about how many hours we spend on each subject. This is more challenging for teachers (like me!) who regularly integrate various subject areas. But at the end of the contact hours, I can structure my non-contact hours as I like. Well, not exactly. Every two weeks, my Tuesdays are filled with staff meetings. And in between, I need to meet with the school-based team (over children with unique learning needs), with colleagues in committees I have volunteered to join (professional development, wellness, social studies development), with colleagues whose support I need for various projects (music, drama, guided reading, various sports activities), and with parents who want to know why their child doesn’t do homework, why their child is not excelling at math, why their child is needing learning assistance when he or she was getting "good marks" in Alberta or Ontario, etc. But after that, my time is free to do the other work I need to do. Well, not exactly. Most days, I can’t extricate myself from the school before 5:00 p.m. because of all the meetings listed above, but I still have marking and planning to do. If I were to do the marking with the students (a practice considered very beneficial to students because then they have immediate feedback on what they have just attempted) I would have little or no time left for a subsequent lesson. I can do this kind of marking only occasionally. Truth is, I do much of my marking and all of my planning in the evenings and on weekends. I regularly spend four to six hours at school on a weekend just getting caught up. And this after 23 years. What else is involved in self-regulation? Many professionals can charge a fee commensurate with their costs. Let’s say that a day-care provider charges $5 per hour for "baby-sitting" (and that’s pretty low) to cover overhead, government and local licenses, fees and paperwork, and actual hourly wages—self and other employees. I have the kids from 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., with 60 minutes off for recess and lunch. So, I work directly with the kids for five hours per day (not including marking, meeting, and preparation time). I have 23 kids this year. So do the math: I should be making $575 per day (plus pay for meetings, marking, and planning). At the top of the pay scale in my district (because I have a Bachelor of Arts plus a Diploma in Education plus a Master of Arts in Education degree), I earn $66,959 per year. That’s $6,695.90 per month (because we do not get paid in July and August). My take-home pay per month is $4,653.35. If you were to divide that net amount by the average of 20 school days in a month, I would earn $233.66 per day. Plus benefits. Minus the dollars I try to save each month to pay the bills in July and August. I would not do this work if I did not believe that the pay was worth the work. However, there are days I envy babysitters. Another area of self-regulation rests within the BCTF and the B.C. College of Teachers. As teachers, we believe that no one is better at determining what professional development activities teachers want and need. So, we regularly canvass our members to find out what they most want to know. We develop workshops in those areas, and we offer them free of charge to school staffs and other groups around the province. We also bargain with our employer to provide funds to attend other workshops and conferences and to provide non-instructional days (five or six per district) to provide those opportunities to teachers within their work year. Code of ethics In terms of discipline, the BCTF’s Code of Ethics helps us to deal with one another in appropriate and ethical ways. Should one of us step over those boundaries, the BCTF Judicial Council has the authority to suspend or cancel our membership in the B.C. Teachers’ Federation. In addition, the B.C. College of Teachers reviews all disciplinary decisions made by school boards and has the authority to suspend or cancel our membership in that organization (which includes principals, vice-principals, and some school-board office staff, such as superintendents). While those decisions were once made by a division of the provincial government, they are now made by the majority of teaching peers on those two official bodies. So, unless the current Liberal government decides to change the arrangements, we do have some self-regulation function here. "[Teachers] don’t make the conditions they work in or determine them..." Actually, we have had an incredibly successful record here. I don’t know (nor would I want to know) a teacher who hasn’t met an untenable learning condition for a student without saying and doing something to improve the situation for that student. Teachers are actually the only people in the system who do make changes to the system. Now, that’s not to say that others don’t constantly try to change things! Economics and political realities create all sorts of "new" projects, schemes, curriculum changes, accountability contracts, budgets, and other initiatives intended to show some sort of improvement within the B.C. system. And that’s not to say that some (non-teacher) people haven’t had some great ideas about change. But nothing is really going to change at the classroom level unless teachers see the need for it and are convinced that the results are worth it and know how to effect the change! Politicians and governments by their very nature want to set their own stamp on the world. It is the job of the teacher to sort through the details of any change and ask: Is this good? If so, why? And if so, how will I do it? And once I’ve done it, then what? I actually don’t know many teachers (although I do know some!) who say, "Now that we’ve figured out what the next step is gonna be, how will we measure our success, and whom will we tell?" "The BCTF does this for us..." Thanks for saving my favourite part for last. I am the BCTF. As soon as you have a contract with a school board, you will be the BCTF. The minute that we as teachers start to think that they are doing something to us, we lose any sort of professionalism that we might have thought we had. To think of the BCTF as "them" is to fall into the role of the disenfrachised, the employees, the victims. I have some baggage here. My first year as a teacher I was tricked into serving as staff rep (shop steward). A 17-year veteran informed me that a tradition on their staff was to have the newest person on staff do the job of staff rep and I was naive enough to fall for it. I have been forever grateful to Wayne Perrett for offering me that position. I’ve been involved in union work ever since, and my union dues have come back to support me as a teacher a thousand-fold. We only do to ourselves what we want to do. Make sure you attend an Annual General Meeting the first chance you get. It will take three plus days from your spring holiday, and it might be the most amazing three days you will spend as a teacher in B.C. Good luck with your project.)
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(20141007,www.huffingtonpost.ca,http://www.huffingtonpost.ca/news/bc-teachers-strike-2014/fql.query,B.C. Teachers Strike 2014: Pictures, Videos, Breaking News Using a mobile device? Go to m.huffingtonpost.com for huffpost mobile. Vancouver Christy Clark B.C. First Nations Gregor Robertson More Log in Create Account Notifications Profile Settings Logout Edition: CA BR Brasil CA Canada DE Deutschland ES España FR France IT Italia JP 日本 (Japan) KR 한국 (Korea) MG Maghreb UK United Kingdom US United States Region: BC All Canada Alberta British Columbia Québec (en français) Follow FRONT PAGE Politics Ford Still Doesn't Understand Racism51 Unvetted Judge Joins Supreme Court43 Kenney Posts Photos Of Iraqi Children To Make Case For ISIL Airstrikes91 Clinton: Canadian Help In ISIL Fight 'Indispensable'44 Canadians Left In A Fog Of War42 Go to Politics More in Politics The Pulse Stephen Harper You might also like US Politics UK Politics Business Porn Company Has A Raunchy Deal For Air Canada Pilots Sun News Just Lost Its Main Source Of Content; What Now?49 Canadian Cities Surprisingly Unpopular Destinations For Workers This Is How You Rack Up U.S. Roaming Charges While In Canada14 Look What China Might Actually Build47 Go to Business More in Business Small Business Money You might also like Tech TechCrunch Autoblog WorldPost Spanish Nurse First To Contract Ebola Outside West Africa518 It's Been 3 Weeks Since Anyone's Seen Kim And Rumors Are Swirling97 3 New Findings On ISIS Weapons That You Should Know About39 WHO: More Cases Of Ebola In Europe Unavoidable154 Turkish President Says Syrian Town Under Islamic State Siege Is About To Fall213 Go to WorldPost More in WorldPost Foreign Affairs World Elections Arab Uprising Afghanistan War Syria Crisis You might also like Travel Impact Living 100 Pumpkin Carvings That Will Inspire You Fried Maple Leaves Are A Delicacy In Japan, And We're Jealous WATCH: HuffPost Readers School Us On Toronto's Real Must-Eats Toronto Dubbed Fourth Most Livable City In The World 33 Signs You Live In Liberty Village Go to Living You might also like Healthy Living Food Recipes Divorce Women Parentdish Green Post50 Weddings Style Best Halloween Costumes For Men And Women Most Offensive Products In Retail JLaw Goes Topless For Vanity Fair Bridesmaid Dresses You'll Wear Again Canadian Model Coco Rocha Is Pregnant! Go to Style More in Style Beauty Fashion Celeb Style Entertaining and Etiquette Stylelist Canada Wedding Style Home Style You might also like Style (U.S.) Weddings Stylelist Canada Entertainment Kris Jenner Opens Up About The Late Robert Kardashian Blake Lively Is Pregnant!30 Mariah Carey Proves She's Not Lip-Synching42 Is This Where George Clooney And Amal Alamuddin Honeymooned? Pregnant Kelly Rowland Poses Topless In Black And White Photo Shoot Go to Entertainment You might also like Music Celebrity TV Moviefone Arts The Glamorous History Of Pin-Up Like You've Never Seen It Before Here Are A Bunch Of F*cking Delightful Artsy Cat Photos. You're Welcome. This Is What It Really Looks Like To Be A Modern Day Nun New Animation-Inspired Art Show Will Make You Yearn For Saturday Morning Cartoons Go to Arts You might also like Books Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Religion Alberta 20 Puppies Found Abandoned In Field Anti-Abortion Postcard Targets Tory MP.. Again26 Mystery 'GPO Girl' Turns Up In Calgary Major Saskatchewan Train Derailment Dozens Of Dead Cats Found, Another 62 Euthanized Go to Alberta More in Alberta Alberta Politics Alberta Business Alison Redford Calgary Edmonton British Columbia B.C. Teen Killed By Train Was Wearing Headphones, Texting: RCMP13 Anthem Singer's Fall Is Lesson In Showmanship Pastafarian Loses B.C. Driver's Licence Over Holy Colander Elderly Asian Women Attacked In Vancouver Lawyers Of Convicted Surrey Six Gangsters Want Mistrial Go to British Columbia More in British Columbia B.C. Politics B.C. Business Christy Clark Vancouver ALL SECTIONS News Canada Politics Canada Business US Politics US Business World Media Sports Education Crime Weird News Good News Daily Finance Entertainment Entertainment Music TV Celebrity Comedy Art Books Moviefone Life & Style Living Style Home Healthy Living Taste Weddings Travel Parents Divorce Huff/Post 50 Marlo Thomas OWN Tech & Science Tech Science Green Techcrunch Engadget TUAW Joystiq Voices Impact Women Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Religion College Teen Local Quebec (French) Calgary Montreal Ottawa Toronto Vancouver Winnipeg Mapquest Patch.com Our Mobile Apps iPhone iPad HuffPost Live iPad Android Phone Android Tablet British Columbia B.C. Politics B.C. Business Christy Clark Vancouver rss of this page Like 45 featured blog posts B.C. Public Schools Need More Funding, Not Fundraising I find that the inadequacies of public education funding have ignited a fire in me. Is anyone else feeling like we should stop fundraising for the things that should be funded by the government? Mellissa Kimberley Mother, Artisan, Lifelong Learner     It's Time For B.C. Teachers To Stop Lying To Parents The teachers have been lying to us. For years. They've been covering it up. Papering over underfunding and mismanaged fiscal priorities with brightly coloured posters and sparkly stickers. Concealing an impoverished system by buying the damn supplies themselves. Without receiving so much as a tax break on those purchases. Naomi Lazarus Costume Designer, Mother I Refuse To Stop Spending My Own Money On My Classroom Yes, I've bought the materials in the boxes that I'll be hauling to work each day this week. And yes, I sincerely wish that I hadn't had to go out of pocket to make sure that my students get the best education that I can give them. The underfunding of public education in B.C. has already taken enough out of me. I refuse to let it take who I am as a teacher, too. Ashley D. MacKenzie High School Teacher A Normal Sunday, At Last The early afternoon sun brightens the kitchen as it shines down through the skylight; I can hear my two youngest children, managing to not bicker and argue their way through Lego Star Wars on the TV, and I'm sitting across the kitchen table from my teacher husband, typing this as he plots out his Socials 8 course for the year. This is the first Sunday in months that feels normal for us. Mellissa Kimberley Mother, Artisan, Lifelong Learner The Last Day of School As families in B.C. prepare for the long-awaited return to school, I am inspired to sit down and write out my own reflections of this past summer. In countless movies, we see children hard at work on their first day of classes, writing out their first essay of the school year. And so, I take a page from that to bring you "What I Did On My Last Day Of School." Mellissa Kimberley Mother, Artisan, Lifelong Learner   The Conspiracy Of Silence In B.C. Schools Is Over Well, here we are, with a deal to vote on. We're climbing up out of the trenches, dusting ourselves off, holding our noses against the stench of manipulation, and voting. We'll vote yes, but it won't be an overwhelming yes. Cecelia Griffiths B.C. Resource Teacher B.C. Teachers' Strike 2014: At What Cost? These past three months have been an exercise in spinning plates, deciding what bills must be paid now and which can sit for a month; making those excruciatingly embarrassing phone calls to utility companies to ask for extensions, explaining our circumstances and hoping for an understanding and lenient person on the other end of the phone. I can't help but shake my head, because shouldn't teachers with their professional training be able to make ends meet better than this? Mellissa Kimberley Mother, Artisan, Lifelong Learner B.C. Teachers Should Vote No To Tentative Deal Despite what I know was a Herculean effort on the part of our bargaining team, I very much hope that B.C. teachers will vote no to the tentative agreement. After five weeks of strike, and 12 years of legal battles, this is not the deal that will restore sanity to public education and it is not a fair deal for teachers and students. Tara Ehrcke Teacher, Activist, Citizen B.C. Teachers' Strike Was About Values, Not Economics Now, do I feel as though both sides compromised equally on this contract? No. I do feel like the teachers gave up more. But as much as I'd like a salary increase that actually kept up with the rate of inflation, and the budget to fund some firm way of handling class size and composition, this whole strike wasn't about economics. Ashley D. MacKenzie High School Teacher B.C. Teachers' Strike Is Epic Struggle Of Dinosaurs Millions of years ago, a triceratops and a Tyrannosaurus rex fought it out as the Cretaceous period came to a end. Neither realized their struggle was futile since they were both about to become extinct. The B.C. teachers' strike is another epic struggle of dinosaurs as the Ministry of Education and teachers' union are locked in bitter dispute over issues that have little significance since the market for education has fundamentally changed. Steven Burton Creator of Icicle, the HACCP Food Safety Platform Do B.C. Parents Have To Buy Toilet Paper Soon As Part Of School Supplies? Then there is the issue of school supplies. I have watched the list steadily lengthen over the years. This year alone, I have spent $300 just so my children can have adequate supplies for school. Not to mention that their supply lists include ridiculous items like Kleenex, photocopy paper and Ziploc bags. If our schools don't even have the funding to supply children with something to wipe their noses with, then like one parent said to me, "What's next, toilet paper?" Carolyn Moeller Mother, Community Volunteer, Bookkeeper A Rough Guide To E80 And The B.C. Teachers' Strike Everybody watching the B.C. public teachers' strike has heard of E80, and nobody understands it. Even the negotiating teams can't agree on what it means -- a pretty good sign that it should be deep-sixed pronto. The bottom line is that the parties' positions on E80 is fatally poisoned by distrust. Many fault the union, but it's the government who wrote the script. Sandy Garossino Business Owner, Community Advocate, former Crown prosecutor Christy Clark Is Balancing the Budget at the Expense of Kids and Teachers The current teachers federation vs. government struggle is more than a labour dispute. For those who look closely, what's revealed is a style of government that appears to disregard facts, deceive the public, tarnish the reputation of teachers, all in a move to pit the people against teachers and their legal right to due process under the law. Government's disdain for trained professionals in order to gain a political advantage is deplorable. No government should hide the truth of its past misconduct. No government should balance the budget at the expense of teachers and kids. Raffi Cavoukian Troubadour, Author I Served To Help Children Attend School Abroad, But Am Helpless In B.C. I sacrificed myself, along with my army buddies, to help children in other countries to attend school, but what can I do in my own country to get children back in school in B.C. Madam Premier, this is our province. Not just mine and definitely not just yours. This province is not just yours to destroy the rights and freedoms of the people. Dan Nickel Retired Army Mechanic, Hockey Coach B.C. Teachers' Strike: 5 Tips For Survival Dr. Divi Chandna Physician, Author Help B.C. Teachers Feel Valued With #thisisYOURstrikepay I am a B.C. teacher, and lately I feel like I should apologize for that. I'm so tired of hearing how awful I am. How greedy. How I shouldn't want more for my students. Let's get teachers feeling valued because things are rough right now, and it's getting hard to remember by ourselves. Kat Ling Teacher Chinese Parents' Group Takes Credit For Ending Teachers' Strike Quick Read | Comments | 10.01.2014 B.C. School Districts Ordered To Return All Strike Savings Quick Read | Comments | 09.26.2014 Return To Classes 'Very Emotional' Quick Read | Comments | 09.22.2014 BACK TO SCHOOL! Quick Read | Comments | 09.21.2014 Teachers Shut Out Of B.C. Liberal Fundraiser After 'Security' Concerns Quick Read | Comments (84) | 09.21.2014 The Secret Meeting That Broke The B.C. Teachers' Impasse Quick Read | Comments | 09.21.2014 'Neither Side Got Exactly What They Wanted' Quick Read | Comments | 09.20.2014 B.C. Teachers' Strike Ends With Bittersweet Contract Approval Quick Read | Comments | 09.19.2014 B.C. Teachers Vote On Bittersweet Contract Deal With Province Quick Read | Comments | 09.18.2014 Veteran Mediator Elevated To Hero Status In B.C. Quick Read | Comments | 09.16.2014 DEAL Quick Read | Comments (53) | 09.20.2014 B.C. Teachers' Dispute Spins Into Boycott Of Businesses Quick Read | Comments (147) | 09.17.2014 Is Mother Nature Trying To Say Something About Teachers' Strike? Quick Read | Comments | 09.16.2014 B.C. Teachers' Strike's 'Unintended Consequences' Quick Read | Comments (14) | 09.15.2014 About B.C. Teachers Strike 2014 Public teachers in British Columbia began rotating strikes in May 2014 which also included a partial lockout by the provincial government. It escalated to a full-scale walkout a month later as part of a bitter ongoing contract dispute. The sticking points are pay, class size and composition, and classroom support. A mediator walked out on exploratory talks a few days before the scheduled start of the 2014/15 school year, declaring the two sides too far apart to attempt mediation. Most Popular Whk00puh5k%2Bp%2FYVDIhQElYbiYJ7l%2BGrIFNmGT9XZrMc%3D ldmCcif%2FLlEpeCpvWnQdBL6uPgmTwBztX8Pvtt25%2BpM%3D exABQjIsjdWHWO96CaCs4EzuGVnbhGskyxYg%2Bc8ioXI%3D 1 of 3 B.C. Teachers Strike 2014: Gov't Won't Impose Settlement, Says De Jong 3 Comments A Teacher's Appeal To BC Liberals Of Conscience 54 Comments B.C. Teachers Strike 2014: Union Hopes For Mediation In August 2 Comments B.C. Teachers' Strike News Could Come Just Days Before Scheduled School Year 0 Comments Promising? Marathon Teachers' Strike Talks Go Into Wee Hours Quick Read | Comments (70) | 09.15.2014 Ontario Teachers Donate $100,000 To Striking B.C. Counterparts Quick Read | Comments (15) | 09.12.2014 WATCH: Singing Out Teachers' Strike Frustrations Quick Read | Comments | 09.12.2014 Homemade Study Guide Goes Viral To Help Grade 12 Students During Strike Quick Read | Comments | 09.12.2014 Education Minister No Longer Ruling Out Back-To-Work Legislation Quick Read | Comments (62) | 09.12.2014 Christy Clark Event Caterers Find Restaurant Window Smashed Quick Read | Comments (13) | 09.11.2014 'Widely Expected' Teachers' Vote Result Turns Up Pressure On Province Quick Read | Comments | 09.11.2014 Big Budget Surplus Not For Teachers' Deal: Finance Minister Quick Read | Comments (64) | 09.10.2014 Voucher System For B.C. Schools 'Categorically Not True': Minister Quick Read | Comments (38) | 09.09.2014 B.C. Union Leaders Urge Clark To Accept Binding Arbitration Quick Read | Comments (32) | 09.09.2014 Bus Driver Rejected Student Fare Due To Strike: Teen Quick Read | Comments | 09.09.2014 Pages:   1 2 3 4 5 Advertise | Make HuffPost your Home Page | RSS | Careers | FAQ User Agreement | Privacy | Comment Policy | About Us | About Our Ads | Contact Us Copyright © 2014 TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. | "The Huffington Post" is a registered trademark of TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. All rights reserved. Part of HPMG News)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=30595,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2013 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 26, Number 1, September 2013   Language teacher reinvents himself  By Chris Stolz   Marco Torres, the great inner-city media teacher from California, says that there are two possible responses to problems: “you can complain, or you can innovate. But only one of those gets you anywhere.” I used to complain. I loved Spanish, and teaching Spanish. I’d learned “communicative” teaching, I’d made games and songs to “make grammar fun,” and I’d failed. Kids were “learning” but couldn’t speak, I was frustrated, and my students’ language retention rates were low. I complained to my colleagues, admin, and family. Me with 15 years of teaching experience, and those darned kids just weren’t learning! What to do? This was precisely the situation in which Blaine Ray, a US teacher of Spanish, found himself in the mid-1990s. Ray wanted more engaged kids and real language acquisition, rather than students who could parrot grammar rules. So he began to innovate. Beginning with James Asher’s “total physical response,” (TPR: language accompanied with gesture to increase retention), Ray then began experimenting with storytelling and acting, and moved on to develop some unusual questioning techniques. Basing his practice on the language acquisition research of UCLA professor Stephen Krashen, originator of the “input hypothesis” of language acquisition, Ray focused his teaching on 100% comprehensible, personalized, occasionally bizarre stories, and readings. Within a few years, Ray’s students were experiencing massive gains in acquisition and (along with their teacher) having a blast. Ray was done with both grammar worksheets and the awkward pseudo-conversation that make many students hate their second-language classes. Ray’s method—total physical response storytelling, or TPRS—was unusual, fun, and very effective, as a growing body of research reveals. Students acquire language by listening to 100% comprehensible and contextualized input—no “guess the meaning,” vocab drills, or dictionary hunts here—which the teacher first personalizes, then weaves into an acted story, and finally recycles into written documents that form the basis for class readings. Sometimes, stories are wacky and fun—a student has a cat but wants an elephant, and travels to Bloomington, Indiana, where she is eventually given a purple singing elephant. Sometimes stories are serious, and detail encounters with natural forces, cultural stereotypes, or social problems. Grammar is briefly explained in 10-second “pop ups,” and unconsciously mastered through enormous numbers of varied repetitions of “structures”—meaningful phrases—around which stories are built. Skeletal narrative outlines are “personalized” (filled in) with funny details, and acted out, by students, while the teacher “circles” vocabulary by providing masses of easy oral questions that recycle the vocabulary. Kids feel safe and comfortable, and the focus is on meaning, not language. My own revelation came when West Vancouver Secondary School’s very talented Michelle Metcalfe presented a TPRS workshop at a BCATML conference. “Don’t make them do verb tables,” said Michelle, “and don’t worry too much about grammar.” WHAT? I thought. This is heresy! But I was hooked. For three months, I read books and blogs, and spent a day observing Michelle practice TPRS, and on the first day of second semester, I jumped in headfirst: I began TPRS with both my beginner and second-year classes. “Hey,” I thought, “if it doesn’t work, I can always go back to the old stuff.” I needn’t have worried. For the first time in 15 years, it felt like I had 100% student engagement. We gestured and sang. We did bizarre personalized interviews where we compared our sporting, cooking, and dating skills with those of celebrities and animals. We invented loads of bizarre stories. We read novels. We laughed our butts off, and I didn’t have to make a single phone call home, or mark a single idiotic, copied grammar worksheet, or sit painfully through a memorized “dialogue.” There was no homework and there were zero management issues. At the end of the semester, I had some astonishing results. The more challenged students—ones with IEPs, or family and behaviour issues—ALL passed with basic storytelling and dialogue skills, and marks over 60%. These were kids who under old-school teaching had either failed the mandatory French, or been exempted for IEP reasons from second-language study. At the other end of the spectrum, the more academic kids were writing fluent, largely error-free 500 to 800 word stories—including dialogue—in three verb tenses, at the end of their first year of Spanish. If I had seen this work on the old Spanish 12 exams I used to mark, they would have rated near the top of the rubric. When I spoke with fellow TPRS teachers Adriana Ramírez and Luce Arsenault of Semiahmoo Secondary School about my results, they replied “oh yes, that’s normal, we get that too” and showed me student work even more impressive than that of my students. I was thrilled, not just with results, but with knowing that there was more, much more, for me to learn. Most importantly, the kids LIKED Spanish, and found it effortless—even the kids working with IEPs, many of whom, for the first time, found language learning easy. My retention rates went way up and the failure rate plummeted. Three days after classes ended, my department head found me dumping 15 years’ worth of “communicative” activities into the recycling bin. I was grinning ear-to-ear. Like a poker player with a royal flush, I was all in, except this wasn’t the luck of the draw: TPRS is a method anyone can learn and apply. TPRS is a largely new-to-Canada methodology with enormous potential for boosting second-language acquisition. Fun, brain-based, engaging, and—as lots of research shows—significantly more effective when properly done than older methods, this is a teaching tool that every serious second-language teacher should take a long look at. The method will work for any language. There’s loads of online support, massive US pro-D conferences, there are good resources in French, Spanish, Chinese, German, Russian, etc., and the method invites innovation and personalization. In the US, talented TPRS teachers even have fourth-year kids fluent in spoken Latin! This year, there will be both introductory and advanced-skills TPRS workshops at the BCATML conference on October 25, 2013 in Burnaby (Michelle Metcalfe and Adriana Ramírez), and an all-day “Intro to TPRS” workshop at the Surrey Teachers’ Association convention in Surrey on May 2, 2014 (Chris Stolz and Adriana Ramírez). Michelle, Adriana, and I also do TPRS seminars for language departments, district in-services, and other ProD events. Anyone—teacher, department head, or district helping teacher—who wants to learn about TPRS, can contact me. The future is wide open. ¡aprenderemos juntos! _______________ Chris Stolz teaches Spanish, English, and social justice at Tamanawis Secondary School, Surrey stolz_c@surreyschools.ca         Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141007,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/issues/research.aspx?id=5856,BCTF > Nanaimo Specialist Teachers Focus Group Report  	Untitled Page  For Teachers For Parents For Media Home E-mail Lists Links A to Z Index Contact Us Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources Home > Issues in Education > Inclusive Education > Research Project Nanaimo Specialist Teachers Focus Group Report Ten Nanaimo specialist teachers came together in late October, 2002, to participate in a Focus Group, part of the BCTF Special Education/ESL Research Project. They provided input on the following four questions, which they had been given in advance of the meeting. Describe your school (size, grade levels, cultural and special needs mix, socio-economic status etc), your experience as a teacher, and your current teaching position/role. Describe the work that you did in the last few years in terms of connections with students with special needs, and/or with ESL students. What changes in your work with students with special needs/ESL students have happened during this school year, and how have these changes affected students’ learning? What do you consider actually or potentially positive or problematic in these changes? Participants in the Focus Group tended to combine responses to questions three and four, so these data are reflected in responses to question 3, below. Describe your school (size, grade levels, cultural and special needs mix, socio-economic status, etc.), your experience as a teacher, and your current teaching position/role. Ten teachers attended the focus group, reflecting a mix of settings and roles, including District Resource teacher, Speech Language Pathologist, elementary and secondary “Life Skills” and classroom teachers, Learning Assistance teachers, and teachers who are now school-based support teachers. Group members reflected a high level of teaching experience, reporting between nine and thirty-two years of teaching experience. Most participants had over twenty years of teaching experience. In terms of the schools or contexts in which the participants worked, all participants were from different sites. Participants worked in elementary and secondary sites which generally reflected the district’s north, central, and southern mix of settings. Participants worked in schools of varying size, which generally reflected the district’s socio-economic levels and cultural composition. Describe the work that you did in the last few years in terms of connections with students with special needs, and/or with ESL students. Participants were reminded to exclude the current school year from their response to this question. Rather than list the individual work described by participants, the following reflects some of the key themes from their comments: The group reflected both long and wide-ranging experience in general teaching and in support for students with exceptionalities. While this may appear to reflect general context rather than being a direct response to the question, it is important to state. Most participants understood well both “generalist” and “specialist” teacher perspectives and interactions. While in the role of specialist support teacher, such support often necessitated understanding of a wide range of exceptionality (high/low incidence, gifted, Learning Assistance), strategies (such as IEP development), and curriculum areas. Most had worked in settings ranging from segregated to fully inclusionary, with wide experience of resource rooms and partial integration settings with pull-out strategies. In general, participants described their experiences in a system reflecting a progression in recent years towards more-inclusionary settings. The experience of teaching was viewed as positive but challenging. One respondent spoke of teaching as “an interesting journey through all the phases of my career.” Others used words such as “exciting” or “stimulating” to describe their teaching experience in earlier years, or said that the work was hard but enjoyable. The views expressed were also balanced with descriptions of the challenges that were faced, but in ways that conveyed the sense that when most challenges occurred they could be met, and that there was optimism in building a better and more supportive educational environment. There was also a sense that the overall education system was guided more in the past by principles and beliefs which tried to blend “regular” and “special” education, creating a sense that there was an idealism in the system which was positive and more pervasive. Change has been a constant over time. Changes included increased numbers of students requiring adaptations or modifications, more needing Learning Assistance, more with behaviour problems. Paperwork had generally increased prior to the current year, and direct services to students had declined. Enrichment programs and services for the gifted were seen as reduced over time. The numbers of Educational Assistants had at times increased but more recently were considered to have declined, either in terms of overall numbers or in the amount of time allocated. Most of the pressure of such changes appeared to come from increased demands or complexity, while over the same period, there appeared to be fewer resources, so that the changes incrementally made teaching somewhat more difficult and less satisfying. Respondents indicated that they had less control over their jobs over time. This may be a more-tenuous analysis from the statements made. As an example, some participants suggested that Individual Educational Plans (IEPs) in earlier years appeared to be utilized to guide instruction, while several commented that they now appeared more connected to accountability demands, or with removing students from Foundational Skills Assessment tests (FSAs). Increased paperwork and bureaucracy was seen as an externally-imposed change to meet accountability requirements, and not one that was welcomed by Focus Group participants. As such external demands grew, the autonomy of the individual teacher appeared reduced, seemingly more reactive to systemic demands and expectations than encouraging of professional decisions to meet individual student needs. The capacity and concept of leadership has changed over time. Several respondents referred to previous years in which there was “strong” leadership in the school district. By this they meant district-level leadership which reflected a philosophical belief in inclusion, and progressive ideas and strategies for implementing integration. Specialist support teachers felt encouraged, motivated, and supported by such leadership. Some felt that district leadership had changed over time, and that they as specialist support teachers were less supported now. But there was also considerable sympathy for those in district leadership positions. In the same way that many participants suggested that they had less control over their jobs, so too did they feel that district management and staff had less autonomy, more external accountability demands, and lower budgets. The combination of external pressures essentially changed the nature of leadership. While it had once been a supportive, enabling force, it now appeared more linked to crisis management, as it seemed that more demands were expected to be met with fewer resources. District leadership, in the view of some participants, seemed over time to have become more of a conduit for provincial decisions (particularly accountability), and to be relaying the “bad news” of staffing or other cuts when the province announced reduced funding or increased accountability measures or policies. Some participants also reflected on the importance of Administrative Officer leadership in schools, and how this had been particularly effective when an AO had some empathy for students with special needs and experience with active support for implementing integration. Specialist support teacher and other staffing levels have eroded over time, and workload has increased. Participants were generally pessimistic about the trend of reduced specialist support for integration. One teacher remembered much of the ‘90s as being a time when “there was lots of Learning Assistance, trying to make things work for kids.” In recent years, participants spoke of lower levels of such staffing, resulting in reduced direct services to students and an increase in workload. There were mixed views on whether there were fewer Educational Assistants available, though some participants were concerned over district policies which capped numbers of Educational Assistants or their hours in schools. As support levels have declined in recent years, demand for services has increased. Increased demand in terms of providing services to students with special needs was not generally stated as being a result of higher numbers of designated students with special needs in the system, although some participants stressed their view that the incidences of behaviour problems was increasing. Caseload was considered to have increased, as there were fewer teachers to meet students’ needs, and there were increased numbers of students who were not designated but still appeared to have some additional needs. Increased demands in terms of attending IEP meetings and actually producing IEPs were one area of increased demand, as were demands for an increased level of adaptations and modifications. A shift toward less specialization appeared to be occurring in the perception of several participants. They spoke of a trend towards an individual specialist providing service to either students or classroom teachers in a much greater range than used to be the case. One person spoke of students being “lumped together,” referring to the tendency to address all Learning Assistance, Special Education, and ESL support as one kind of support, increasingly delivered by a single specialist. What changes in your work with students with special needs/ESL students have happened during this school year, and how have these changes affected students’ learning? The change from itinerant support to school-based support is both major and daunting. One participant noted that “the changes are so dramatic, and so new.” Nanaimo’s new model of school-based support is generally viewed as a way to manage within insufficient budgets, rather than having been developed to meet students’ needs. The major shift in approach has caused problems for the specialist teachers whose roles have changed, and for teachers in the schools where they are now located. Specialist teachers find that they are now offering much less direct service to students, and more in-servicing to teachers, in terms of adapting pedagogy or modifying materials, or advising teachers on how to include a range of exceptionalities. In this the role may not have changed, but the scope of exceptionality dealt with at the school often appeared wider — whichever specialist was in a school had to deal with whatever exceptionalities needed addressing at that school. In addition, with increased class size and no limits on class composition, there were increased demands for support from classroom teachers which were hard to meet, so that it seemed harder to get things completed satisfactorily. One participant commented, “We are barely afloat, and the ship is sinking.” Participants reported reduced job satisfaction and increased isolation. In previous years, specialist support teachers felt that they were part of a system with a structure that offered some level of collegiality and support, but they suggested that this no longer appeared to be the case. The support structure, within a district framework in which itinerant services were provided, included peer support, as well as support from senior district staff. By shifting to a school-based system, opportunities for collegial discussions with peers performing similar work have disappeared or become much less common. In addition, participants felt that district support for their work was reduced — one person said that it felt like “there was no-one behind me,” meaning nobody at the district level to discuss issues, or offer guidance, direction, or support. This left participants feeling much more isolated, at a time when demands and concerns from classroom teachers appeared at times “overwhelming,” as in many cases class sizes increased, more “needy” students seemed present in many classes, and EA time appeared limited. Changes in class size and composition are a major concern. Participants were critical of the provincial-government actions which resulted in fewer teachers and resources in schools, resulting in increased class size and more difficult class composition. A participant described one secondary class which consisted of 32 students: of those 32, seven were on modified programs, four required adaptations, four had behaviour problems, and two were International students with minimal English proficiency. A Grade 8 class of 30 was described which included 10 students with IEPs. Half of one school’s grade level required IEPs. Even where students were not identified or funded as “special needs,” there was a strong sense of increased neediness, with one teacher reporting 17 students in a class who all appeared depressed and non-responsive, but who had no access to counselling services. There was a strong sense that such changes to class size and class composition had simply been downloaded or dumped onto teachers. In the short term, this resulted in increased classroom-teacher requests to the school-based support staff for support or increased EA time, both demands which were unlikely to be satisfactorily met, in the view of Focus Group participants. Participants also reported higher stress levels, and increased demoralization among teachers, with increased frequency of sick leaves in some instances. One said, “There is so much unhappiness in my school. Everybody’s miserable.” The Focus Group was held when teachers had worked for less than two months of the school year. If this level of teacher stress and anxiety exists at this time of the year, then the future, in terms of teacher workload and stress, appears ominous. There’s a strong sense of “being behind” this year, compared to previous years. By this participants meant that IEPs were being written or completed later than usual, or that direct services to students were delayed longer than would normally be the case. Other reasons for being behind included documentation requirements, which often seemed linked more to accountability requirements than to the needs of students. In some cases, participants felt that IEPs were being written so that some students would be removed from the FSA test writing. Whatever the perceived reason for the bureaucracy and paperwork, it was felt that such work had a high priority for the district and had to be done before the work that specialist teachers would have identified as their own priorities. Participants expressed concerns about ethical issues in terms of communication with parents. Two areas of concern were explored. The first was that IEPs may not reflect the reality of the services provided to students. Many parents may not yet understand how difficult it has or could become for educators to follow the program outlined in the IEP because of increased class size, reduced supports, and in some cases more students with special needs in classes. This became an ethical issue or dilemma — what could or should be communicated to parents, who are assuming the IEP will be followed, if there are fears that it will not be? The second, and related issue, was a concern that the district was communicating the sense of this school year being “business as usual,” when these Focus Group participants felt that the early part of this school year was very far from business as usual. One participant stated, “Parents should know what’s going on — we shouldn’t be patching up the system.” The ethical issue involved what message should be communicated to parents. Should a calming message be conveyed, or should parents be told of the teacher concerns for levels of service? Educational Assistant time and availability appears less adequate this year. Some participants spoke of reduced EA time generally, or in areas like support for students with severe behaviour, or indicated that EA schedules were less flexible. Others said teachers were confused about access to EAs, and that it was difficult to give classroom teachers clear information about the availability of EAs. The impression generated was that as class sizes increased or class composition changed, teachers were asking for increased EA support, but were not receiving any increase in support. In some cases supports were actually reduced while demands or expectations were increasing. “Let’s do integration properly or not at all.” For any proponent of inclusionary school systems, this comment will be alarming, yet it reflects the strong frustration of one participant and possibly many other teachers. The participant spoke of a sense of being betrayed, that the concept of integration was presented to teachers as a system which included support mechanisms. For as long as such supports existed, teachers were prepared to do their best to make it work. But now teachers were seeing supports disappear, their class size increase, and additional accountability demands for strong academic results. In this context, integrated classrooms were, in one participant’s view, becoming unmanageable, and if this was the case, then that teacher’s support for inclusionary policies would quickly erode. Conclusion Two cautions should be expressed in terms of the data generated from this Focus Group. One is that these data were collected early in the school year, during a time when major changes are taking place in the overall school system, as well as in the model of Special Education and ESL support in the school district of Nanaimo. The second caution is that the majority of the Focus Group participants are specialist support teachers whose jobs have changed enormously. Both contexts potentially increase uncertainty and apprehension, and would influence responses and perceptions. Having stated such caveats, the data from this group of highly experienced and committed teachers is alarming. They described their passion for teaching and their sense of purpose in playing a constructive and vital part in students’ learning. They also described an educational system, the quality of which they consider to have been eroded over time. Such erosion has primarily been caused by increased student needs, accompanied by a parallel decline in resources, making it much harder to meet student needs. In addition, there appears to have been a general decline in job satisfaction over time, with less control over, or real participation in, systemic change and development, reduced capacity to work collaboratively, and increased imposition of demands for accountability reflected in increased paperwork. In light of these concerns over time, the current changes could be taken as just a continuation of an existing trend. But that is not what Focus Group participants were saying. Their statements made it very clear that the changes in the schools, and in their work, are very different this year. It was hard to find any sense of optimism in the comments they made. While there are many evident concerns about the current situation, the most appropriate description may be that there exists a feeling of fearful apprehension about what is yet to come. Participants stated that they believed that more cuts would occur, and that the future and cumulative damage would be even more severe in the future. The data from this Focus Group provides an early warning of a system which may be in crisis. There is no “business as usual” in many of the schools in which these teachers work, as much of their input illustrates. They are particularly concerned about class sizes and class compositions which are driven by fiscal, not educational, considerations. In a system which was already struggling to meet needs with limited resources, these recent dramatic class size/composition changes represent a severe blow to teachers’ capacity to meet student needs. Additional changes to concepts of district system support for integration also appear fiscally driven, and result in reduced supports to students. Data from the group suggest that one of the flashpoints for teacher concerns in the coming year may be the integration of students with special needs. Data from several BCTF surveys(1) have consistently stressed B.C. teachers’ general support for the philosophy of inclusion, but their concern with the pragmatics of integration. Data from this particular group indicates serious concern in terms of integration manageability very early in the school year. If this trend is generally reflective of how teachers are feeling, and if it continues, then the “fearful apprehension” mentioned above may be a fear of a possible crisis in which students’ needs cannot be met and teachers’ work becomes unmanageable. It is too early, and the data we have are too limited, to argue that this is in fact the case. All that can be stated is that there are many warning signs, and as this project proceeds we may find evidence to confirm or to moderate these concerns. Charlie Naylor BCTF Research November 2002 ____________________________ (1) See “B.C. teachers’ views of Special Education issues”.   About Us | News & Events | Publications | Advocacy & Action | Social Justice | Issues in Education © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=6924,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 7, May/June 2006 Why I designed a rhyming unit for my Kindergarten students by Marlene Jastrzebski During the last school year, I noticed that several children in my Kindergarten class were exhibiting speech and language difficulties. Some of the children did not communicate verbally as well as other children of the same age. A number of my students had problems constructing and saying complete sentences. Some children had unusual difficulty learning new words in a variety of situations, such as whole class, small group, and on a one-to-one basis. Many students displayed problems sequencing events in a story and some tired quickly during activities that required listening and concentration, such as story time. There were also students who appeared to be unusually quiet or withdrawn, and others who were distracted by the sounds of noise in and around the classroom. So taking these concerns in mind and following district protocol, I administered a Kindergarten survey assessment. There are five components to this survey: oral language, basic concepts in language, phonological awareness, print awareness, and math skills. The results were that 12 of my 22 students had no evidence in two or more parts of the basic concepts in the language section. Six of 22 showed no evidence in two or more parts of the oral language section, and 19 of 22 showed no evidence in two or more of the four subtests in the phonological awareness section of this survey assessment. Looking over the results, I decided that phonological awareness would be the targeted focus of my instruction for the whole class for their year in Kindergarten. I then reviewed the Prescribed Learning Outcomes as laid out in BC Ministry of Education, Skills, and Training’s English Language Arts K to 7 Integrated Resource Package of 1996. I found three PLOs, which related to my concern: It is expected that students will demonstrate a willingness to participate actively in oral activities. It is expected that students will demonstrate an understanding of the conventions of print, including how letter sounds make words, left to right movement in reading and spacing. It is expected that students will predict unknown words by using picture clues, their knowledge of language patterns, and letter-sound relationships. I then wrestled with another problem. In the 27 years I have taught in this area, I was aware that many children never have the opportunity to leave their small communities; they have not had the opportunities to visit the ocean, the arctic, or the tropics, for which many commercial rhymes were written. So I thought, how relevant is it to my students to teach about animals they will never have a chance to see for themselves? I have used a wealth of materials about lions, tigers, penguins, and polar bears, but could I not benefit my students more by providing them with rhyming poetry about animals that they see in and around Lillooet? Therefore, knowing that the learning of rhyming skills centers around the communication process, I wrote a series of rhyming poetry, compiled in my phonological awareness kit, which I entitled, "I Love the Mountains." These poems deal with the flora and fauna of Lillooet. I used these poems for the setting the mood aspect of whole group lessons. They provided my students with opportunities to learn about animals and plants abundant in their home environment. I began each class with sharing five rhyming poems, and as my students got comfortable with the poetry and the process, they chose the poetry they wanted to reread. I continue to write this thematic poetry and I have very close to 400 rhymes. As well as having each of my poems on letter-sized paper, I also had copies for each child in the student’s "I Can Read" folder. I wrote each poem on lined chart paper, accompanied by a photograph. I printed the words that rhymed in different coloured markers, so that students could see the rhyming words. As most of my students did not understand rhyming, I needed to explicitly point out when words rhymed. Before reading a poem, I would ask my class to listen for the rhyming words, as the text was read. After reading a poem, I would initiate a discussion about which words rhymed and why they rhymed. Then I would choose a word, and have my class think of other words that rhymed with it. Next, I would reread the poem and this time leave out the rhyming word, as my students thought of the rhyming words that would fit. I encouraged my students to try the sentence or line with other rhyming words and then we discussed which rhyming words would make sense in the line of poetry. The students did extremely well in the summative assessment administered in the last month of the school year but, more important to me, they were very excited to learn all about the fauna and flora of their home communities. Marlene Jastrzebski teaches at Cayoosh Elementary School, Lillooet. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/issues/research.aspx?id=5862,BCTF > School District # 43, Coquitlam: A community and school district profile  	Untitled Page  For Teachers For Parents For Media Home E-mail Lists Links A to Z Index Contact Us Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources Home > Issues in Education > Inclusive Education > Research Project School District # 43, Coquitlam: A community and school district profile by Anne Field March, 2003 1. The district communities The Coquitlam school district encompasses three communities: Coquitlam, Port Coquitlam, and Port Moody, also known as the “Tri-cities”, and two villages, Anmore and Belcarra. They are situated together at the eastern reach of the Burrard Inlet, in B.C.’s populous lower mainland. For convenience, this report will use “Coquitlam” to encompass all five. Coquitlam School District has the third largest student enrolment in B.C., and is the largest employer in the five communities it serves. Other major employers are CP Rail, Konings Wholesale, Riverview and Eagle Ridge hospitals, and the City of Coquitlam. Hospitality and retail businesses (e.g., hotels, grocery/retail stores), transportation (buses, taxis, trucking) companies, and “light” industry are also significant employment providers. Information from several sources describes a range of district and community characteristics that constitute the context for the education of Coquitlam’s school-age residents. The Ministry of Education’s Data Management Branch produces a useful annual profile of the school district community, which can be found on the Ministry web site. Based on the 2002/03 Ministry profile of Coquitlam (referencing 1996 Census data), the total school district population in 1996 was 171,040. 67.5% of families in the district had children at home (compared to 60.8% provincially), with lone-parent families comprising 13.6% of all families in the district (13.8% provincially). Coquitlam residents’ average annual income is higher than the provincial average, and their unemployment rate lower. In terms of the total district population compared to the provincial average, a slightly lower percentage of people in Coquitlam either attended or gained degrees from universities, while a higher percentage held trade certificates compared to the provincial average. A higher percentage in Coquitlam completed secondary education with a certificate/diploma than the provincial average, while the percentage of the population who attended school after Grade 9 but left without certification was less than the provincial average. In terms of the percentage of the population by mother tongue, 73.4% of Coquitlam residents spoke English as their first language in 1996, compared to the provincial average of 76.5%. The district’s proportional aboriginal population (2.5% of the school district’s total population) is half that of the provincial average (5.1%). Data from the 2001 Census are now available through the Statistics Canada web site. Selected indicators are charted in the table, below, to allow comparison with 1996 information quoted from the Ministry profile above. \ For example, Coquitlam’s population has grown by slightly more that 10% since 1996, with Anmore and Port Moody showing the highest gains. Unemployment rates for Coquitlam are lower in 2001 than in 1996 (with the exception of Belcarra, at 0.5% higher), and in both years are lower than that for British Columbia as a whole. The proportion of lone parent families in the Tri-Cities in 2001 is comparable to that of B.C., and significantly lower in Anmore and Belcarra. This indicator has increased 1–2% since 1996 (see “single parent families” in the “selected economic indicators” table, below). Data illustrate that Port Moody and Port Coquitlam experienced essentially the same proportion of foreign-born population as the provincial rate in 2001, whereas in Anmore and Belcarra the rates were lower, and in Coquitlam, 10% higher. At 2%, the proportion of Aboriginal-identity population in Coquitlam is half that of the provincial rate (4.4%), both of which have declined since 1996, according to census figures. 2001 Census Data Coquitlam School District Port Moody Coquitlam Port Coquitlam Anmore Belcarra Total or average Population 2001 23,816 112,890 51,257 1,344 682 189,989 1996 20,847 101,820 46,682 961 665 170,975 1996–2001 population change 14.2% 10.9% 9.8% 39.9% 2.6% 4.9% for B.C. Land area (square km) (1996) 25.62 121.68 28.79 27.42 5.46 208.97 Unem-ployment rate 2001 5.7% 7.0% 6.4% 5.1% 3.7% 8.5% for B.C. 1996 6.3% 7.3% 7.7% 4.5% 4.4% 9.6% for B.C. # of lone-parent families 1,005 14.5% 4,590 14.6% 2,205 15.3% 20 5.5% 10 4.5% 15.5% for B.C. Foreign-born population 6,400 26.9% 41,295 36.6% 13,400 26% 245 18% 95 13.9% 26.1% for B.C. Aboriginal identity population 480 2% 1,480 1.3% 1,030 2% 4.4% for B.C. Another source of information about Coquitlam is the "Tri-cities Community Status Report", published by the United Way of the Lower Mainland in the fall of 2002, referencing mainly 1996 Census data, and providing comparisons to the Greater Vancouver Regional District (GVRD) rather than to the province. The chart below shows data from the report relating to selected economic indicators affecting school-age children. Selected economic indicators Coquitlam School District Port Moody Coquitlam Port Coquitlam Anmore Belcarra B.C. 1995 average family income $70,022 $60,783 $58,928 $73,940 $104,147 $56,527 $60,438 (GVRD) Single parent families (1996) 13.6% 13.8% Percentage of families living below the low-income cut-off in 1995 12.2% 19.1% 15.4% 0 0 18.7% (GVRD) Percentage of children (0–12) living below the low-income cut-off in 1995 18% 26.4% 20.5% 0 0 26.4% (GVRD) Females (15+) participating in the labour force (1996) 72% 63.7% 68.3% 61.3% (GVRD) Females (15+) with children under age 6, participating in the workforce (1996) 77.5% 70.2% 68.6% Unemployment (1996) 6.3% 7.3% 7.7% 8.6% (GVRD) Unemployment among youth and young adults (15–24) (1996) 11.7% 12.6% 14.8% While Coquitlam has some affluent areas, there are still many residents who face financial and other challenges, so this must be considered as a factor affecting students in the district. In spite of combined family incomes that compare favourably with the B.C. figure, a significant number of individuals or "economic families" live below the low income cut-off. This widely-used poverty measure, as defined by Statistics Canada, varies depending on family size and community size, but includes the characteristic of spending 54.7% or more of income on clothing, food, and shelter. Taking an average from the table below indicates that 15.5% of Coquitlam residents live in poverty. The figure is higher for children aged 12 and under, at 21.6%. The percentage of women aged 15+ participating in the workforce was higher in Coquitlam than in the Greater Vancouver Regional District as a whole (68%, compared to 61.3%), and an average of 72% of females with children under the age of 6 participated in the workforce. The suburban, "commuter community" nature of the Tri-cities area is borne out by 1996 data concerning percentage of employed labour force (15+) who live and work in the same municipality. The figures are as follows: Coquitlam, 24%; Port Coquitlam, 20.4%; Port Moody, 14.4%. Conversely, 65.6%, 68.6%, and 75.7%, respectively, of the communities’ employed labour force, lived and worked in a different municipality. (The balance either had no fixed workplace or worked outside Canada.) 2. The school district Coquitlam School District’s web site (www.sd43.bc.ca ) reports the following details of the size and scope of the district, based on data collected in September, 2002: 33,159 students 53 elementary schools (Kindergarten to Grade 5) 13 middle schools (Grades 6 to 8) 8 secondary schools (Grades 9-12) 2 alternate secondary schools over 4,000 full-time and part-time employees annual operating budget of $200 million (2001–02 audited financial statements) revenue of $11.36 million from International student fees in 2002–03 (2002–03 audited financial statements) Since 1990, Coquitlam’s student population has risen by 9,000. Growth was strongest from 1990–97 (over 1,000 new students per year), but since 1997 the annual increase has been less than 500 per year, and the district experienced an enrolment decline for the first time in this period in 2002. ESL in Coquitlam Over the last ten years, Coquitlam has experienced growth in ESL enrolments, showing a peak increase of 17.9% of total student enrolment in 1998/99, up from 12.19% in 1994/95. Since that time, however, and coinciding with the year in which a 5-year cap on ESL service was legislated, overall levels have declined to the extent that they are now 1.3% lower than they were a decade ago. The ESL enrolment data for students at the elementary and secondary students have diverged: while numbers for both have risen and fallen over the period, secondary enrolments are now 15% lower than in 1994, and elementary enrolments are up 18.9%. Statistics Canada data from 1996 and 2001 for Coquitlam show that the proportion of residents for whom English is not their first language rose by 5%; over these same five years, ESL enrolments in Coquitlam declined by 18%. The data in the following table are depicted in Graph 1. Coquitlam’s funded ESL enrolment (headcount) Funded ESL enrolment 1994–95 1995–96 1996–97 1997–98 1998–99 1999–00 2000–01 2001–02 2002–03 2003–04 Elementary 2,387 2,968 3,457 3,660 3,769 3,584 3,531 3,042 2,839 2,690 Secondary 1,129 1,529 1,698 2,052 2,072 1,540 1,442 1,180 957 893 Totals 3,516 4,497 5,155 5,712 5,841 5,124 4,973 4,222 3,796 3,583 ESL as % of district enrolment 12.19% 15.06% 16.6% 17.7% 17.9% 15.59% 14.99% 12.59% 11.45% 10.91% Sources: SR 1586A, Headcount enrolment in ESL, various years; SR 1554, Headcount enrolment Funded Special Education enrolments For ease of comparison with data from the current and future school years, Coquitlam’s funded Special Education enrolments are shown in terms of the new levels and categories defined by the Ministry of Education in 2002. Graph 2 in the Appendix provides a visual representation of this data. Coquitlam funded Special Education enrolment, 1996 to 2003 Coquitlam 1996–97 1997–98 1998–99 1999–00 2000–01 2001–02 2002–03 2003–04 Level 1 (Dep H’capped) 25 26 27 31 30 29 33 28 Level 2 (Low Incidence) 374 372 381 398 422 453 444 472 Level 3 (Sev. Behaviour) 292 312 295 291 284 300 311 312 Subtotal 691 710 703 720 736 782 788 812 High Incidence 1,384 1,434 1,476 1,410 1,400 1,470 1,508 1,630 Gifted 799 652 630 642 658 671 731 776 Total 2,874 2,796 2,809 2,772 2,794 2,923 3,027 3,218 Total, prov., incl. gifted 66,605 65,955 67,743 66,350 66,250 65,701 62,220 61,005 total gifted for province 20,743 18,436 18,841 18,322 17,820 16,935 15,720 13,839 Sources: SR 1585, SR 1554 Although the numbers of students identified in Levels 1–4 has increased modestly over the seven years shown in the above table (from 691 in 1996 to 812 in 2003), in terms of proportion of student enrolment, the identification rate changed little (see table below). During the same period, the proportion of students identified with high-incidence special needs rose by 18%, and those identified as Gifted show a decline of 3% overall, after recovering from a cumulative drop of 21% between 1996 and 1998 (from 799 to 630). Coquitlam Special Ed students as % of total enrolment Special Ed enrolments as % of total 1996–97 1997–98 1998–99 1999–00 2000–01 2001–02 2002–03 2003–04 Coquitlam 9.25% 8.68% 8.60% 8.43% 8.42% 8.72% 9.13% 9.80% Province 10.96% 10.71% 11.02% 10.81% 10.85% 10.82% 10.38% 10.26% Sources: SR 1585, SR 1554 The proportion of students with Special Needs compared to the overall student population has grown slightly in Coquitlam since 1996. Over the same eight years, the provincial rate experienced a slight decline. These data are illustrated in Graph 3. Aboriginal students in Coquitlam School District The following chart shows a slight upward trend in the enrolment of Aboriginal students in Coquitlam since 1996, a proportional growth of 0.5%. Coquitlam 1996-97 1997-98 1998-99 1999-2000 2000-01 2001-02 2002-03 2003–04 Aboriginal headcount enrolment 767 858 977 946 1,041 1,099 1,112 1,102 Total student headcount enrolment 31,059 32,212 32,681 32,865 33,182 33,538 33,159 32,838 % Aboriginal enrolment 2.47% 2.66% 2.99% 2.88% 3.14% 3.28% 3.35% 3.07% Source: SR 1587A: Headcount enrolment in Aboriginal Education Programs (Aboriginal ancestry only), various years; SR 1580.   About Us | News & Events | Publications | Advocacy & Action | Social Justice | Issues in Education © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20140925,www.familiesfundingteachers.ca,http://www.familiesfundingteachers.ca/wp-includes/css/,Index of /wp-includes/css Index of /wp-includes/css Name Last modified Size Description Parent Directory   -   admin-bar-rtl.css 29-Aug-2014 12:49 23K   admin-bar-rtl.min.css 29-Aug-2014 12:49 18K   admin-bar.css 29-Aug-2014 12:49 23K   admin-bar.min.css 29-Aug-2014 12:49 18K   buttons-rtl.css 29-Aug-2014 12:49 8.5K   buttons-rtl.min.css 29-Aug-2014 12:49 5.4K   buttons.css 29-Aug-2014 12:49 8.5K   buttons.min.css 29-Aug-2014 12:49 5.4K   dashicons.css 29-Aug-2014 12:49 41K   dashicons.min.css 29-Aug-2014 12:49 39K   editor-rtl.css 29-Aug-2014 12:49 32K   editor-rtl.min.css 29-Aug-2014 12:49 25K   editor.css 29-Aug-2014 12:49 32K   editor.min.css 29-Aug-2014 12:49 25K   jquery-ui-dialog-rtl.css 29-Aug-2014 12:49 5.7K   jquery-ui-dialog-rtl.min.css 29-Aug-2014 12:49 4.5K   jquery-ui-dialog.css 29-Aug-2014 12:49 5.7K   jquery-ui-dialog.min.css 29-Aug-2014 12:49 4.5K   media-views-rtl.css 29-Aug-2014 12:49 39K   media-views-rtl.min.css 29-Aug-2014 12:49 32K   media-views.css 29-Aug-2014 12:49 39K   media-views.min.css 29-Aug-2014 12:49 32K   wp-auth-check-rtl.css 29-Aug-2014 12:49 2.1K   wp-auth-check-rtl.min.css 29-Aug-2014 12:49 1.6K   wp-auth-check.css 29-Aug-2014 12:49 2.1K   wp-auth-check.min.css 29-Aug-2014 12:49 1.6K   wp-pointer-rtl.css 29-Aug-2014 12:49 3.8K   wp-pointer-rtl.min.css 29-Aug-2014 12:49 3.0K   wp-pointer.css 29-Aug-2014 12:49 3.8K   wp-pointer.min.css 29-Aug-2014 12:49 3.0K   Apache/2.2.22 (Debian) Server at www.familiesfundingteachers.ca Port 80)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "#FunFriday Fact: #BC has the highest small business employment in Canada. October is Small Business Month! Check out: http://t.co/20bcLmlvFP" @bcliberals - 03:55pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/01/year-in-review-waking-sleeping-giant.html?showComment0751340349196781,Staffroom Confidential: A year in review: waking the sleeping giant Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, January 3, 2012 A year in review: waking the sleeping giant ﻿ Photograph by Richard Hurd via Flickr How apropo. At noon today, halfway through the first working day of the year, Canada's top CEO's had already earned an average worker's salary. This little statistical nugget seems so emblematic of the year passed, and the year ahead. In 2011, my first blog post was titled: A new year, a new attack on teachers? Kevin Falcon had just floated the idea of "merit pay" for teachers during the Liberal leadership campaign. How a year changes things. But only a few short days later, a dictator was toppled with the overthrow of Hosni Mubarak by popular protests. And although this event took place on the other side of the world, the inspiration of "people power" taking on a decades long dictator was euphoric. It also spread like wildfire. Shortly after hundreds of thousands filled Tahrir square in Egypt, tens of thousands occupied the state capitol building in Wisconsin to protest attacks on collective bargaining rights. Foremost in these protests were teachers. The message from Wisconsin teachers was a foreshadowing of the fall and the Occupy movement. The main focus of the Wisconsin protests was not the actual cuts to pensions and health premiums, but more generally an attack on the middle class and union bargaining rights. I remember my surprise, hearing a speech from a Wisconsin teacher at the British Columbia Teachers Federation Annual General Meeting in March. She talked about class politics. The middle class. The working class. She talked about the assault on what workers in the US and Canada and so many parts of the world have spent the previous century fighting for - decent wages, good pensions, working conditions, health care. Just those things that every citizen ought to have. And she talked about how unions were integral to obtaining these rights and benefits. Closer to home the summertime brought the culmination of our own populist movement, the HST recall campaign. Again, the themes of economic fairness and democratic rights were evident. Peoples' anger at how the government hid their intentions prior to the election was just as great as the frustration that the impact of the tax is disproportionately high for low income earners.  The HST was the last straw for BC residents who have seen tax fairness decline over the decade with significant increases to user fees. The BC government now collects more revenues from medical services (MSP) premiums than it does from corporate income tax. See the Canadian Centre for Policy Alternative for a discussion on the erosion of tax fairness: http://www.policyalternatives.ca/sites/default/files/uploads/publications/BC%20Office/2011/10/bccfall2011.pdf Fast forward to October, and the incredible (or should I use my daughter's word of the year - "epic")  demonstrations and occupations protesting the vast and ever increasing disparity in wealth, power and opportunity between the 99% and the ultra-rich 1%. Not in my lifetime has there been a worldwide coordinated demonstration on such a scale and in so many countries. Finally, the issues of income inequality and the influence of money on politics have come to the forefront and even mainstream media acknowledge the impact this movement has had on public debate. See, for example, the CBC commentary - "The year capitalism became a dirty word in the US": http://www.cbc.ca/news/world/story/2011/12/29/f-rfa-macdonald-capitalism.html In education news, 2011 saw the awakening in the US to the disastrous failures of the education "reforms" instituted by George Bush and continued by Barack Obama. Progressive parents and educators have finally reached the mainstream in countering the "No Child Left Behind" agenda. The US public received a shock with the suicide of a Los Angeles teacher after the local newspaper published teacher rankings based on student test scores. Americans are finally looking at the role of poverty and outside school factors in student educational outcomes. With Charter schools unable to provide a panacea for failing students, US educators and parents are beginning to "occupy" their school boards and state governments and to contest failed "accountability" policies. Some Americans are even looking to Finland as an example of a very different type of reform agenda, based on respect and autonomy for teachers. See Diane Ravitch for an excellent review: http://www.nybooks.com/articles/archives/2011/sep/29/school-reform-failing-grade/ Unfortunately, this was also the year that some Canadian politicians tried to adopt many of these failed US education reform ideas. It began with Kevin Falcon's "merit pay" proposal, and the year ended with BC teachers facing unprecedented demands from the BC government for teacher contract concessions on job security rights and professional autonomy provisions. The BC government also refused to restore class size provisions that a provincial Supreme Court justice ruled were unconstitutionally removed in 2002. See my earlier blog post about this topic: http://staffroomconfidential.blogspot.com/2011/11/19th-century-labour-relations-for-21st.html In both the US and Canada the myth of technology and education continued unabated. In BC, the government has propsed "BYOD" - bring your own device - so that BC students will keep up with so-called 21st century skills. This is a recipe for a failed education initiative and exposes a government that "talks the talk" but doesn't want to spend a dime (or even a penny, for that matter). In the US, the drive of budget cuts has sped up the trend towards "blended" and "online" learning - whether they make pedagogical sense or not. Following Florida's lead, several States have now mandated that every public school student take at least one of their courses online through a ditributed learning program. This is the logical extension of the erosion of education budgets. An online American teacher (working for a privatized distributed learning company such as K12 Inc) can typically be assigned over 100 students compared to the classroom numbers of 20 - 40.  See this excellent article published in The Nation, for example: http://www.truth-out.org/how-online-learning-companies-bought-americas-schools/1321627144 But despite these setbacks, the year overwhelmingly was characterized by an upswing in debate and action on a host of issues including quality public schooling. It has been an inspiration to see so many take so much action to work for a more just society. The decade of apathy is over. The sleeping giant has awoken. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 3:41 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 1 comment: LisaJune 22, 2012 at 12:13 AM Interesting review. have shared with facebook! Sample ContractsReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ▼  January (13) How to reduce income inequality BC Schools: A decade of choice, a decade of declin... What is fair and reasonable? Twitter tale - Consultation, Minister Abbott style... Alberta teachers in negotiations BCTF presents reduced set of proposals School boards discuss 'net zero' Will grouping by ability mean re-segregation? BC teachers describe workload issues at bargaining... BC public sector enters 2012 bargaining Superintendent of Greater Victoria received 10% wa... Should BC teachers get a salary increase? Myths & ... A year in review: waking the sleeping giant ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=10104,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 5, April 2003 Professional autonomy in the life of a teacher by Anita Chapman Most collective agreements contain professional-autonomy clauses. They say something like: "Teachers shall, within the bounds of prescribed curriculum, and consistent with effective educational practice, have individual professional autonomy in determining the methods of instruction, and the planning and presentation of course materials in the classes of pupils to which they are assigned." (Grand Forks) Teachers had professional autonomy long before it was in collective agreements. Teachers have traditionally exercised professional autonomy, and there has been a long-standing societal understanding and expectation that teachers would exercise some degree of professional autonomy. There is something called the Socratic method because Socrates used an instructional approach different from other teachers of his era. More recently, teachers have exercised professional autonomy to develop and implement whole language, co-operative learning, and portfolio assessment. In fact, all the innovations in educational practice grow out of teachers’ professional autonomy. Sometimes, perhaps because of this long history, we take our professional autonomy for granted. This is unfortunate because professional autonomy is fundamental to both the quality of our working lives as teachers and our ability to be effective teachers. The things we find most rewarding about teaching are things that you make professional choices about, choices that help a student learn, choices that make a difficult concept attainable, choices that make course work interesting and engaging for students. The right we have as teachers to make professional choices enables us to meet the diverse and changing needs of our students. The world is changing rapidly. We could make a long list of changes—changes in demographics, changes in the global marketplace, changes in technology—and we despair of being able to predict the world our students will live in. We are on the brink of nanotechnology. There is a word for what is happening to human thought these days: complexification. There is something exciting about all this complexification, but there is also something scary. And when people are scared, they want to simplify things—teach the basics, the three Rs, the core competencies, have provincial exams, national standards. They want to go back to simpler times, to a version of the 1950s that never existed. We have a word for what we see when people are afraid of change, appropriately it’s a simpler word than complexification, its backlash. We are living through a lot of change, so we should expect to see backlashes. Expect calls for simplicity, demands for rules; expect to hear some confused reasoning. My favourite in this regard is the reasoning of the business community, who are calling on schools to meet the needs of the economy by training workers at the same time that major corporations are getting rid of thousands and thousands of workers, most of whom did quite well in school–who are calling for more high-tech training at the same time they are creating more low-skilled, part-time, and poorly paid positions. Our professional autonomy represents diversity and complexity, so we should expect some of the backlash to be aimed at it. Expect calls from parents, school-district management, the business community, maybe even some of our colleagues for us all to teach the same way. And expect to hear anger, because scared often looks like angry. Angry parents are sometimes just scared parents. But all the spelling tests and school uniforms will not stop change, will not guarantee that kids will be okay in a world of social upheaval, high unemployment, and AIDS. Our professional autonomy makes it difficult for employers to impose things on us. At the bargaining table, the employer reps invariably referred to our professional autonomy as "unfettered." Well, they are wrong; our professional autonomy is "fettered"—there are constraints on professional autonomy. The clause language identifies two: legislation, i.e., the School Act, Reg., and Minister’s Orders, that prescribe curriculum, define reporting formats, and so on, and effective educational practice. Legislation takes precedence over collective agreements. We must teach to the prescribed learning outcomes in the curriculum, we must assess and evaluate student performance in relation to those, we must do three formal reports using written comments and/or letter grades and/or percentages, depending on the grade level we teach, and so on. But there is no legislation about how to teach to those outcomes or what assessment methodologies to use or what learning resources use. Teachers make hundreds, if not thousands, of decisions about such things every day they teach. You teach Pascal’s triangle because it is in the prescribed curriculum, but you tell your students that it was discovered by the Chinese 300 years before Pascal was born because you are sensitive to the cultural mix in your class or because you feel you should correct the Eurocentrism in the text or both. That’s professional autonomy. Despite some of the pressures from parents, the business community, etc., the ministry has so far avoided mandating methodology. You will notice that columns 2 and 3 in the IRPs say "suggested instructional strategies" and "suggested assessment strategies," reference sets are not mandated resources, etc. Learning resources are no longer prescribed; they are only recommended. School boards regularly mandate things that the ministry has only recommended, suggested, mentioned in passing, or is thinking about. Legislation is reasonably clear. Less so, the other constraint: effective educational practice. I envision an arbitration where the lawyers for both sides arrive with dozens of Phi Delta Kappan journals under their arms. The range of what is considered effective educational practice is very broad. This is good, as it gives individual teachers the room to exercise their unique personal styles and to meet the diverse needs of their students. But very broad doesn’t mean infinitely broad; there is, I believe, some agreement within our profession about what constitutes effective educational practice, such as: addressing the needs of each student tasks that are relevant, interesting, engaging, hands on positive interactions, respect, caring. Professional autonomy isn’t ever a defence for ineffective teaching practice. If a student, parent, colleague, or principal asks you why you made the choice you did in your teaching, never say "Because I have professional autonomy." Say instead, "I thought it was best for the student because..." Professional autonomy is why you had choice, not why you made the choice you did. Most of the difference between one teacher’s effective practice and another teacher’s effective practice is in style, not substance. There are innumerable ways to show respect and caring. Effective practice is, above all, resourceful. There is no defence of professional autonomy more effective, more powerful, than its thoughtful use day in and day out by 43,000 teachers. Anita Chapman is an assistant director in the BCTF’s Professional and Social Issues Division. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=26869,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > April 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 6, April 2012   Privatization of what should be public  By Harvey Bradford   As a substitute teacher in the United Kingdom I am still woken up before seven o’clock with a phone call telling me where I need to rush off to for work, just like those cold winter mornings in the East Kootenays. The only difference I really noticed in the beginning was that it wasn’t someone from the local school district office calling me in the morning; instead I am called by one of the private teaching agencies I signed up with. The other difference is that I cram onto the London underground train with half the city every morning to get to work, rather than driving my pickup truck like I did in Canada. After finishing my university education, I spent a year substitute teaching in SD 5 before deciding I would like to experience a different part of the world. I applied for a youth mobility work visa and moved to London, UK, to try my luck in the British system. To begin with the job didn’t seem much different than back home, but after more time passed I began to look a little deeper, noticing a few differences other than accents, transport, and the curt business-like “hello” my agent wakes me up with in the morning. One of the first things a foreign teacher working in the UK notices is the abundance of academies. What I expected when I was called into my first day of substitute teaching at an academy were students with names like William Edward Cavendish the Third, top notch college prep education, and school names like Bushwood or Sandhurst. I pictured myself striding across picturesque manicured grounds, nodding to crisp uniform-clad students, and striding through large oak doors of impressive stone educational establishments. However, I was given a rude awakening to academies shortly after I started working at them. They all seemed to have very high chain-link fences, with solid, imposing gates that lock magnetically from the main office. Visitors have to state their business through the intercom, and then wait until someone decides if your story checks out before allowing you to enter. After spending enough hours inside these academies I began to wonder if the heightened level of security and sealed-off perimeters were a precaution to keep the dangers of the outside world safely locked out, or the students safely removed from the outside world. Now I admit I haven’t worked at all of them, but I have worked at enough to become accustomed to fist fights in libraries, football fields, and cafeterias. Although some of these schools resemble low-security prisons more than any public school I have ever seen, academies are just public schools that have sought out private funding, mostly because they were struggling to meet academic standards. Tony Blair established the option for schools to become academies in 2000, as an initiative to drive up standards by replacing failing schools in struggling areas. I have worked in some of the districts these schools are located in, and most of them are inner-city or very low-income areas. To become an academy, these struggling public schools have to find a private sponsor to fund the two million pounds that are required to gain academy status. The government has been encouraging schools to convert, and the numbers have been rising since this practice was implemented over 10 years ago. By 2010, there were already 203 academies established in the UK, and by 2011 there were 629. In the span of only one year, over 400 schools accepted private funding by converting into academies. Considering the United Kingdom’s staggering economy lately, it is easy to see how the government would be pushing for private assistance for funding schools more than ever. But the question is how can an individual or a company offer school improvement services without expecting anything in return? There have recently been controversial and heavily publicized allegations made against Sir Peter Varety, who privately funded an academy in Middlesbrough, UK. Accusations were made that he was advocating creationism in science classes of the academy he funded. For reasons like this many unions in the UK want to see academies returned to the control of local authorities. With tough economic times it is easy to see why a government would go down the road of allowing private money to enter the education system like they have in the UK. It may free up some of the budget for other fundamental services like healthcare or infrastructure. But at what cost? The gains that would be made in the short-term will surely be regretted in the long run. Right now there are organizations in the UK, like the Anti-Academies Alliance, fighting to return school authority to local districts. In BC it is a well-known issue that school funding is continually being stretched, staff is being downsized, and classroom sizes are increasing. This is a trend that has been happening continually for many years in the education system. These developments are really no surprise; education costs are always increasing at the same time as more of the provincial budget is needed in other areas. The idea of privatization of public schools has probably crossed the minds of our politicians as well, especially after having seen how private healthcare has developed in Canada. We have not gone this far yet with public education ourselves, but that’s not to say it is not a possibility. Harvey Bradford, substitute teacher, London, UK   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/08/goodbye-mr-abbott.html?showComment=1346962291460,Staffroom Confidential: Goodbye Mr. Abbott Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Thursday, August 30, 2012 Goodbye Mr. Abbott I am happy to see George Abbott go. It is ironic that he is announcing his departure just as thousands of students arrive to classrooms that are woefully overcrowded. Mr. Abbott's legacy? Bill 22 - trampling on teachers' democratic rights, overcrowding classrooms, failing to heed the constitutional requirements to negotiate class size with teachers even after a Supreme Court of BC ruling. Bill 22 is one of the nastiest pieces of legislation this government passed. Sadly, it fits with a collection of legislation passed by a variety of governments whose underlying purpose is to steal from the majority to provide for the minority while criminalizing dissent. What do I mean by this? Ontario is just now legislating away bargained wage increases to Ontario teachers and removing their right to strike. Quebec's government this spring denied the right to protest when students took to the streets. Bill 78 imposes serious fines just as Bill 22 does. Each of these pieces of legislation does two fundamental tasks: * takes money from the 99% to free it up for tax breaks and perks for the 1%. * makes any dissent (in the form of strike or protest) illegal and imposes draconian consequences Each is masked by the ruling governments by economic lies - the myth that we are living in "austerity", that corporate tax rates must go down, that private sector workers are getting nothing so the same must happen in the public sector, that students must pay because society can't afford it. The truth is that private sector workers will see raises of 3%. Corporations and the wealthy are sitting on hoards of cash and refusing to invest in the economy (as reported by Mark Carney, from the Bank of Canada!). These same governments continue to dish out perks to their friends (like the CEO's of crown corporations). Mr. Abbott's policies did one basic thing - steal from children and teachers and the 99%, to give to the wealthy 1%. I am happy to see George go. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 12:38 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 6 comments: FionaAugust 31, 2012 at 5:29 AM Is my comment in moderation or did you delete it because it made a valid point about your ability to effectively advocate for students? If the latter, how does that relate to your stated convictions on 'freedom of expression', 'open debate', and 'democratic process'?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeAugust 31, 2012 at 7:47 AM Your comment did not relate to the substance of my blog entry. I remove posts that have personal attacks on anyone, including myself. The blog is here as a vehicle to support advocates for public education and the comment section is open but moderated. I do in fact close it on occasion as there have been abusive comments by some anonymous posters. The purpose of the blog is not to host and publicize those comments.Delete Reply FionaAugust 31, 2012 at 1:28 PM My comment was neither a personal attack nor abusive by any definition, nor was it anonymous. It's unfortunate that you did not take my point. I'm a parent with a child in public education in your school district (as I have now learned--I didn't know anything about you before reading your post on Lana's blog). Your posts and your response really beg the question: for whom do you advocate when you say 'public education'? Your students? Their parents? Or teachers? The answer seems obvious to me. I think it's too bad you choose not to engage, but rather to silence. By the way, I didn't have a position last year on the teachers' work action, so this isn't a political discussion for me. I dealt with the consequences of the lost school days and lack of extracurricular activities like every other parent and without complaint. Speaking into an echo chamber is not advocacy. But best of luck with it anyway. I'll withdraw and not press the point. ReplyDelete René MarcelSeptember 1, 2012 at 2:57 PM As Vaughn Palmer intonated that the rats are leaving the sinking ship of Liberal "dys"policy as has been the case with the last two self-decimating parties, it looks as though our public schools are in for more of the same demoralizing treatment. It seems that when public office has been so corrupted by corporate and self-interest, the social net we pride ourselves upon is bound collapse under the pressure of bloated management. Mr Abbott may be leaving, but be assured that he will make sure his underlings keep their useless positions and obscene expense accounts through until after the next election. We need to prune the tree to get better results for the efforts of everyone keeping it alive. ReplyDelete Ian WenigerSeptember 2, 2012 at 9:00 PM Hooray! I was on vacation when I found out! I will demand a cheer for the departure of Gorgeous George at Tuesday's staff meeting.ReplyDelete UnknownSeptember 6, 2012 at 1:11 PM Excellent work Tara. People I meet at public functions want to now why teachers are so upset with Bill 22 legislation. They want a one minute answer. Well you provided it.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ▼  August (3) Goodbye Mr. Abbott Will the bcedplan actually listen? 22 marathons against Bill 22 ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12010&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2001 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 13, Number 5, March 2001 Readers Write Board members needed The World AIDS Group of B.C. (WAG) is seeking individuals with an interest in youth and sexual education to join its board of directors. The World AIDS Group of B.C. began as a community initiative to launch Vancouver’s first World AIDS Day commemorative event on December 1, 1988. WAG supports public education and community development through the use of popular theatre, art projects, and peer-education initiatives that give youth and young adults the tools to talk about their sexual health and sexually transmitted diseases, including HIV/AIDS. Our current programming includes an AIDS-themed theatre project, which every year since 1996 has entertained and educated 4,000 secondary school students in the Lower Mainland; the peer education program, in which youth attend skills training workshops and then make presentations to their peers; the Pen Pals International program, in which classrooms around the world exchange information about the impact of HIV/AIDS in their communities; and the annual World AIDS Day poster project and exhibit. Programming cycles complement the school year; thus board work may be less intensive over the summer months. WAG is seeking to build on past successes and expand its international focus by recruiting new board members. We are therefore particularly looking for individuals with experience in either arts-based educational programming and/or international development work. Interested individuals should be committed to alleviating the impact of HIV/AIDS around the world with original and youth-oriented programming. Board members are requested to commit approximately five hours a month to the organization and to be involved with both project development and fundraising efforts. Potential candidates are invited to reply with a letter outlining their qualifications and interest in the organization to wagbc@vcn.bc.ca —Stephanie Kellington Board Member WAG B.C.   Cassiar…do you remember? I am building the virtual community of the now-closed town of Cassiar, B.C. online. Cassiar… do you remember? is at www.armourtech.com/~cassiar. We are also planning a large Cassiar Reunion in July 2001. Of course we would like to get word out to all the former school teachers of Cassiar. If you, or anyone you know, taught school in Cassiar, please contact me at cassiar@dsatapower.ca —Herb Daum Cassiar   Looming teacher shortage? I read the article in Teacher newsmagazine about the looming teacher shortage. A beginning teacher, I consider myself to be one of the lucky ones. I happened to be in the right place at the right time and have some of the right skills and personality to help myself land a continuing contract. I only had to go to two other districts. I would have stayed in my first district, but I couldn’t get enough hours to support myself—there were a lot of more experienced teachers. I might have stayed in the second district if I could have landed another contract—they were suffering job loss due to a rapid attrition of the population. When I couldn’t get enough work in my third district, I got another job because I did not want to move again. Although I am now safely tucked away with my continuing contract clutched in one hand, I see the same worried lines on the faces of the TOCs I meet. There is that feeling of never-ending days of subbing (if you can get enough days to support yourself with so many people on the TOC list) and the pressing need to get a second or third job to help support yourself and pay your student loans. When you finally land that limited-duration contract, you try furiously to make ends meet to make up for the one or two or three years that you have not been able to fully employ yourself. Then, after you have “paid your dues” (love that phrase), you might land a contract after being out of university for two or three years. Why don’t people want to be teachers? I was attracted to teaching because I felt passionate about teaching others to love poetry, art, athletics, cooking, sewing, socials, whatever. However, because of the difficult time I have had landing a job, keeping up with the stressful workload, dealing with the lack of noticeable support, and a number of other negative issues, I am ready to look for greener pastures. And I do mean greener—greenbacks, moola, dollars, dinero, or whatever you want to call it. If the U.S.A. wants to pay me to spend my time doing what I already do and give me double the pay, I am gone! If Canada wants to attract people to teaching, then do something that makes sense—give grants to those who will go into teaching, provide support, create networks/mentoring programs, invest more solidly in education, recruit appropriately and actively, and pay better wages. —Caralee Jones Prince George   Join the BCRTA If you are a recipient of a B.C. teachers’ pension and have not joined the B.C. Retired Teachers’ Association (BCRTA), please consider becoming a member and enjoy these benefits: Maintenance of pension Our reps on the Teachers’ Pension Plan Advisory Committee represent the interests of BCRTA members. Your membership in the BCRTA is the support those people need. Communication and collegiality Branch meetings are informal, with a strong emphasis on the social rather than the business. The RTA Bulletin is another regular contact. Maintenance of benefits (Medical EHB and Dental) A greater membership boosts our capacity to sway the other members of TPPAC. A committee is investigating medical procedures and prescription drugs. Our agreement with Johnson Inc. guarantees members competitive travel and home insurance plans. Retirees as seniors We recently staged a two-part Aging Conference on aging, representation agreements, medication addiction, and estate planning. We are a member of the Canadian Association of Retired Teachers and the Council of Senior Citizens’ Organizations of B.C. The message is simple. We need your support. Your membership strengthens our collective voice. Today would be a good day to join. Please phone Kristy at 1-877-683-0243, or contact your local president for details. —Owen Corcoran BCRTA first vice-president)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/IssuesInEducation.aspx?id=21455&libID=21445&printPage=true,BCTF > International Teacher Worklife Research  	BCTF > Issues in Education  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Issues in Education > Worklife Teacher Worklife Research This section includes a combination of research papers, articles and videos on teachers’ work and work/life balance in several countries with similarities to Canadian education and society. International research United States National Education Association. (2010). Status of the American Public School Teacher 2005-2006. Washington, D.C.: NEA. [164 pages]   European Union European Agency for Safety and Health at Work. (2008). E-Facts 31: Prevention of work-related stress in the education sector. [12 pages]   European Trade Union Committee for Education (ETUCE). (2007). Improving expertise on teachers’ work-related stress and assisting ETUCE member organisations in implementing the European Framework Agreement on work-related stress. (First ETUCE project on teachers’ work-related stress). European Trade Union Committee for Education (ETUCE). (2009). Implementing the ETUCE Action Plan and the European Autonomous Agreement on work-related stress. (Second ETUCE project on teachers’ work-related stress). United Kingdom Angle, H., et al. (2008). Teachers’ Workloads Diary Survey. London: School Teachers’ Review Body. [55 pages]   Barmby, P. (2006). Improving teacher recruitment and retention: The importance of workload and pupil behaviour. Educational Research 48(3), 247-265.   Bricheno, P., Brown, S., and Lubansky, R. (2009). Teacher Wellbeing: A Review of the Evidence. London: Teacher Support Network. [88 pages] Department for Education (UK). (2014). Teachers workload diary survey 2013. Dunlop, C.A. and Macdonald, E.B. (2004). The Teachers Health and Well-being Study Scotland. Edinburgh: NHS Health Scotland. [85 pages]   Hutchings, M., et al. (2009). Aspects of School Workforce Remodelling Strategies Used and Impact on Workload and Standards (Research Brief). London: Department for Children, Schools and Families. [14 pages]    NASUWT. (2011). Managing your mental health and wellbeing:NASUWT advice to teachers and school leaders.   NASUWT. (2011). Raising standards? A survey of the working conditions of teachers in Northern Ireland.    NASUWT. (2006). Teachers’ workload and working hours: A survey of teachers in Scotland.   NASUWT. (2008). Workload audit: The workload of teachers and headteachers in England and Wales.   NASUWT. (2005). Workload, working conditions and work/life balance: A survey of teachers in Wales.   Stoeber, Joachim and Rennert, Dirk. (2008). Perfectionism in school teachers: Relations with stress appraisals, coping styles and burnout. Anxiety, Stress and Coping 21(1), 37-53.   Teacher Support Network and the University of Kent. (2010). Teachers’ wellbeing and stress at work.   Australia Ingvarson, L., et al. (2005). Secondary Teacher Workload Study Report. Melbourne: Australian Council for Educational Research (ACER). [192 pages]  Wilkinson, J., Ingvarson, L., Kleinhenz, E., and Beavis, A. (2005). Primary Teacher Work Study Report. Melbourne: Australian Council for Educational Research (ACER).  Williamson, J. (2010). ‘One man’s meat is another man’s poison’: Workplace and teacher influences on work lives. [Paper presented at AERA Teacher Work/Teacher Unions SIG Roundtable: The Education Worker and Changes in Teaching as Work, AERA Annual Meeting, April 30 – May 4 2010, Denver, Colorado]   Comparative studies JTU Institute for Education and Culture. (2008). An International Comparative Study on the Working Conditions of School Personnel. Slough, UK: National Foundation for Educational Research (NFER). [6 pages]   Montgomery, C. And Rupp, A.A. (2005). A meta-analysis for exploring the diverse causes and effects of stress in teachers. Canadian Journal of Education 28(3), 458-486.   Stress & work-life multimedia The following "Teachers’ TV" videos about teachers’ workload and stress are from the UK.  While some of the terms used by teachers and the contexts in which they work are different to BC terms and contexts, the themes of stress and mental health are universal.  The videos offer a different way of illuminating and exploring issues of teacher stress and mental health, which may be of interest for individual viewing and for use in PD, and for these reasons are included in this study. “Teacher Mental Health” “Advice Shop – Workload Problems” “Stress Relief for Schools – Avoiding Burnout” “Work/Life Balance” “Wellbeing at Work – Coping With Excessive Workload” Times Educational Supplement (TES) articles The Times Educational Supplement is a weekly UK publication reporting on elementary, secondary and post-secondary education. From time to time, the TES prints articles relating to teacher work-life. Oxtoby, K. (2010, May 7). Apple for the teacher. Roberts, L. (2010, Feb. 26). Teaching profession most likely to work overtime. Stanley, J. (2010, Jan. 15). Under pressure. Marley, D. (2010, Sept. 18). The 50 Hours-Plus Profession. Jones, S. (2009, May 1). Why do I feel guilty if I go home in daylight?   Fitzpatrick, M. (2009, Mar. 13). Welcome to land of the 14-hour day. Dorrell, E. (2009, Feb. 27). Staff urged to take the day off from unpaid overtime. Blower, C. (2009, Feb. 27). Today it’s time to take stock of all the hours we give. Kent, M. (2009, Jan. 2). Vicki given the freedom to breathe. Mansell, W. (2008, Dec. 5). Work-shy? What an insult to teachers. Stewart, W. (2008, Aug. 29). Workload deal ignored. Milner, J. (2008, Aug. 22). ...and pressure keeps piling up. Pope, R. (2008, Aug. 15). You’ve acted the part, enjoy the intermission. Barclay, L. (2008, June 27). Surviving the summer term blues. Wilby, P. (2008, May 16). What next, schools open 24/7 like supermarkets? Young, S. (2008, Apr. 25). Braced for a second wind. Bloom, A. (2008, Mar. 28). Reluctant reps have no time for activism. TES Magazine Frankel, H. (2010, Mar. 5). To be honest...   (2010, Jan. 29). First step – Balancing act. Nash, P. (2010, Jan. 23). Taming the beast. Frankel, H. (2010, Jan. 15). I’m not good enough. Morrison, N. (2009, Nov. 13). Why So Blue? (2009, Oct. 30). First Step – Take a deep breath.   Compiled by Emily O'Neill, BCTF Information Services.   )
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/w/CSI/,Staffroom Confidential Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Sorry, the page you were looking for in this blog does not exist. Sorry, the page you were looking for in this blog does not exist. Home Subscribe to: Posts (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts All Comments Atom All Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ▼  September (9) Reflections on the BC Teacher Strike BC Teacher strike - Lessons learned Response to Sandy Garossino Will the Education Fund improve classroom conditio... Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Class composition: a human rights perspective Class size and composition - a short visual histor... Guest post - I WILL HOLD THE LINE Teachers - let your leadership know it is time to ... ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "October is #FosterFamilyMonth. Thank you #BC for opening your homes and hearts to more than 5,900 children and youth." @John_Yap - 11:14pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141008,thetyee.ca,http://thetyee.ca/Opinion/2014/09/09/Binding-Arbitration-Would-End-Strike/,Why Binding Arbitration Would End the Strike | The Tyee About Advertise Follow Support RSS Topic Aboriginal Affairs BC Election 2013 BC Politics Education Energy Environment Federal Politics Film Food Gender + Sexuality Health Housing Labour + Industry Local Economy Media Municipal Politics Music Photo Essays Podcasts Politics Rights + Justice Science + Tech Transportation Travel Urban Planning + Architecture News Culture Opinion National MediaCheck Solutions Join Craving crack civic election coverage? Help fund it... Opinion Why Binding Arbitration Would End the Strike And why the BC Liberal government so quickly thumbed its nose. By Bill Tieleman, 9 Sep 2014, TheTyee.ca   Tweet These guys know arbitration won't lead to teacher salaries that surpass other public sector workers. But they'll tell you it will. Photo: BC Government. Not a Yes, Not a No: Education Minister Wary of Arbitration Fassbender wants to see teacher union's plan before deciding. Everything You Need to Know about This Round of Teacher Bargaining The story so far, at least in this chapter of a 10-year saga. Three Reasons Teachers Must Keep Picketing to Keep Pressure on BC Gov't Strike strategy veteran Tieleman's advice: Only a fair deal for BCTF should bring down picket lines. Read more: Education, Labour + Industry, BC Politics, "When will mankind be convinced and agree to settle their difficulties by arbitration?" -- Benjamin Franklin, writer, politician, inventor, 1706-1790 Don't believe the reasons Education Minister Peter Fassbender and Premier Christy Clark give for their rapid rejection of binding arbitration to settle the teachers' dispute. This is the game changer. Dismiss their contention that the BC Teachers' Federation's demands for wages and benefits is the reason they can't go to binding arbitration. It isn't. The BC Liberals do not fear arbitration could give teachers more than other public sector workers. They know it won't. Any arbitrator will award teachers the same wage increases as other government workers -- 5.5 per cent over five years, plus some compensation for not receiving any wage increases for years when other employees received modest raises. The government is scared school-less that the B.C. Supreme Court decision restoring class size and composition clauses -- illegally stripped from the BCTF contract by Clark and former premier Gordon Campbell back in 2002 -- will be upheld by the B.C. Court of Appeal and/or the Supreme Court of Canada. The true reason the government rejected binding arbitration? It doesn't want to spend money on putting more resources into classrooms for students with special needs and reducing class size. It's a harsh reality, but the evidence is clear. And if parents and others want kids back in school before November, they must loudly demand the government accept binding arbitration while letting justice take its course. Wages aren't the problem First, while wages and benefits are a major cost item, they are also budgeted. The government anticipated there would be a salary increase for teachers, and allocated that amount in this fiscal year and the following ones. Second, hiring hundreds more teachers and putting more resources into classrooms is indeed expensive. Third, despite this government going recklessly into deep debt -- from $33.8 billion in 2001, to $45 billion when Clark became premier in 2011, to $61 billion now -- it doesn't want to invest in education, only buildings, bridges and liquefied natural gas. Those investments are worthy and help pay for public services, but in the long term we also need better-educated workers participating in all sectors of the economy to prosper. Judging from some media and other commentary, the teachers' union has failed to convey the message that wages and benefits are not the problem by not removing some of those bargaining package items much earlier. But that doesn't matter now, because an arbitrator can decide them. In addition, claims by the B.C. government that it has been stung by arbitrated wage settlements in the past, primarily with doctors, are a red herring. In that arbitration, doctors argued their compensation had fallen dramatically behind their counterparts in Alberta. But in the teachers' dispute, where all other public sector provincial government workers have taken the same wage increase, an arbitrator will undoubtedly follow that pattern. Arbitration has worked before Teacher arbitration wouldn't break new ground in B.C., either. In 1993, the New Democrat government brought in legislation to end a local teachers' strike in the Vancouver School District through binding arbitration. Then NDP Premier Mike Harcourt outlined the arguments succinctly in the B.C. Legislature: "However, as well as the responsibility to facilitate the parties in free collective bargaining, the provincial government has another important responsibility: to assess when collective bargaining is in difficulty and the public interest is at risk. "In recent days the government, through the Minister of Labour, has made significant efforts to assist the parties to the dispute in Vancouver in resolving their difficulties. A mediator was appointed by government. "That mediator was then designated as a special mediator. There was a full and public release of the recommendations of the special mediator and, finally, an invitation to both the school board and teachers to agree to voluntary binding arbitration. "The Minister of Labour, to his credit, has fulfilled his responsibilities by exhausting all of the possibilities that could lead the parties to an agreement. "It became evident on Friday that bargaining in the Vancouver district was paralyzed and that our children were paying the price. Only through the actions of this government could I ensure that the children in Vancouver would be back in school tomorrow. "This bill takes clear action to end the dispute in Vancouver and get those students back to school. It also ensures the expeditious resolution of the other outstanding disputes." Today's BC Liberal government still has two viable choices: negotiate a deal on class size and compensation as well as all other issues, or let binding arbitration and the courts decide. But so far it has proven unwilling to go either way, preferring a lengthy strike that might end with a legislatively imposed contract rejected by teachers. That would likely mean an illegal strike, more court confrontation, additional classroom disruption and abysmal morale for teachers and students. Surely neutral third party arbitration and the justice system are a better alternative? Read more: Education, Labour + Industry, BC Politics, Bill Tieleman is a former NDP strategist whose clients include unions and businesses in the resource and public sector. Tieleman is a regular Tyee contributor who writes a column on B.C. politics every Tuesday in 24 Hours newspaper. E-mail him at weststar@telus.net or visit his blog.   Tweet What have we missed? What do you think? We want to know. Comment below. Keep in mind: Do: Verify facts, debunk rumours Add context and background Spot typos and logical fallacies Highlight reporting blind spots Ignore trolls Treat all with respect and curiosity Connect with each other Do not: Use sexist, classist, racist or homophobic language Libel or defame Bully or troll Troll patrol. Instead, flag suspect activity. Please enable JavaScript to view the comments powered by Disqus. comments powered by Disqus LNG a chance, not a windfall, says BC throne speech Postmedia could soon own almost every English newspaper in Canada. What could possibly go wrong? VIEW: Voting for your principles is 'strategic voting' Petition opposes BC's 'potential muzzling' of non-profits More troubles for BC's big LNG plans Tirade at Tyee by immigration minister's top aide analyzed tweet by tweet Government slow to respond to FOIs? No need to tell Bob Mackin Converting ferries to LNG will save money, reduce fares: CEO See more » Tyee Video Picks Submitted by Tyee staff, Today Last chance to see 'The Vancouver Asahi' baseball story at VIFF. Where do these videos come from? From you. Suggest one here! Most Popular Can 'Cuisine' Make a Better School Lunch? Don't Give Postmedia More Local Monopolies What I Saw with a German Tour of the Oilsands Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign First Nations 'Front and Centre Now': Pierre Christy Clark's No Pro at LNG Poker For Kids, the Meal Is the Message How Much Do You Trust Canada's Wireless Giants? Most Emailed Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign For Kids, the Meal Is the Message Understanding Harper's Evangelical Mission Who'd Be a School Trustee in 2014? Why New Euro-Canada Treaty Is a Gift to Oil Firms BC Filmmaking Duo Passes the Acid Test We Must Heed Naomi Klein's Call China Deal Trumps Province, First Nations on Energy Projects: Treaty Expert Fired Researcher Who Killed Self Was Evaluating Drug Backed by Clark Climate Warriors Must Forge Stronger Alliances, Now Reported Elsewhere Postmedia could soon own almost every English newspaper in Canada (via DeSmog) Petronas CEO warns of 15-year delay to BC LNG project (via G&M) BC government apologizes for firing worker who later killed himself (via the Victoria Times-Colonist) From Tibet to Taiwan, China's outer regions watch Hong Kong protests intently (via the New York Times) It's a shame Jean-Claude Duvalier died a free man, says ex-UN prosecutor (via CBC News) Vancouver's cabbies take aim at Uber (via The Province) Keurig's coffee supremacy challenged by Canadian firm (via Yahoo! News) North and South Korea 'agree to talks' (via BBC News) See more » Your BC: The Tyee's Photo Pool Join The Tyee's Flickr group » View previous selections » Most Commented What I Saw with a German Tour of the Oil Sands (132 comments) Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign (76 comments) 'The Environment Is the Economy': MP Weston (106 comments) Fired Researcher Who Killed Self Was Evaluating Drug Backed by Clark (57 comments) Climate Warriors Must Forge Stronger Alliances, Now (53 comments) ISIS Threat: Let's Refuse to be Scared (79 comments) We Must Heed Naomi Klein's Call (309 comments) Christy Clark's No Pro at LNG Poker (38 comments) Six Steps to Protect Canadians from Flaws in China Trade Deal (128 comments) How Labour Unions Make Us Healthier (31 comments) About The Tyee National Pool Contributors Advertise Contact Funding Jobs Master Classes Privacy Policy Submissions Support The Tyee News Culture Opinion National Mediacheck Solutions Video Publications Tyee News Weekly Archives The Hook Other BC Blogs Reported Elsewhere Steve Burgess Murray Dobbin Michael Geist Crawford Kilian Rafe Mair Andrew Nikiforuk Shannon Rupp Bill Tieleman Dorothy Woodend Follow The Tyee Subscribe by email Subscribe by RSS Tyee Mobile App Managed Hosting by Gossamer Threads × Share article via email Send this article to: Your email address: Your message: Would you like to receive The Tyee's headlines free by email? Yes, every day. Yes, once a week. I already subscribe. No, thanks. Submit Show form again » Close)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Touring a natural gas drilling rig with @MLA Mike Bernier, and Brian from EnCana http://t.co/AifdJ4H07b" @Teresa_Wat - 06:01pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/03/public-education-christy-its-about.html?showComment0751330915404331,Staffroom Confidential: Public education - Christy: it's about equality Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Sunday, March 4, 2012 Public education - Christy: it's about equality Of all the spin put on the current dispute, one aspect that seems to be getting very little attention is really at the heart of the issue - what level of quality should we provide as a public service? What do the 99% who rely on public (as opposed to private) services deserve? We already have a "two tiered" education system in Canada. Parents who can afford it send their children to private schools. In BC these schools receive public funding - 55% percent of the per student funding, 100% for a student with special needs. In the private system, there is much less debate about what schooling should look like or what schools need. I taught at a private school for a year. Classes were small. My largest class was 18 and that was big. The student/educator ratio was 8:1. The school did not have many students with special needs, but it did have a large ESL populations. They had targeted programs, individualized classes, one on one tutoring, special language labs. Everything needed to allow each and every student reach their full potential. Somehow, our current government doesn't believe public schools should be the same. Somehow, they seem to think it is ok to offer a sub-standard level. They think it is ok for classes to be 30 students (or more). They think it is ok not to offer one-on-one support from specialist teachers. They think it is ok to have crumbling facilities, overcrowded rooms, and second hand computers. I was struck this week with a letter from a parent I know that really captured this element of the debate. Here is her letter to Christy Clark: Dear Christy Clark, I have three poignant questions: 1) Is it true that your son Hamish attends a private school? 2) If so, what is the maximum number of children in his class or classes? 3) How many children with "designated" Special Needs are in Hamish's class or classes? I think it is important for you to reflect on what kind of public education system you would want for your own son (if you were to choose to enrol him in your local public school) I am not sure that you would want young Hamish in an overcrowded classroom with no limits on the number of special need kids in the room. As the Premier of our province, I urge you to put your son in the public system so that you might truly understand the stresses on teachers and students. I am not sure that you have full insight on how poorly public school teachers are being treated and how difficult it is for them to provide quality education under current and proposed legislation. I will look forward to your reply to the above three questions. So far, Christy has not answered. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 1:49 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 7 comments: Ian WenigerMarch 4, 2012 at 2:13 PM Every person who complains that the BCTF will cost them childcare fees and lost wages during the strike needs to consider your remarks and the letter here. Is the cost of our strike more or less that the cost of private school? If parents are unhappy about the inconvenience of this strike, how happy will they be when they need to take a second job that is as hard to find as the ones they have to pay for private school like the premier's kid's? Noises from corporate media suggest Christy Clark may well be removed from office before the next election, as she seems staggeringly out of touch, even for Liberals. But the government wants to reduce public services to a minimal level so that reasonable health and education must be bought at a premium. I think most parents want public school to be more than a provincial babysitting service, and the more they find out about Bill 22 the better.ReplyDelete JRMarch 4, 2012 at 3:05 PM Was thinking the exact same questions today on my long run...Did a bit of research - looks like Hamish goes to West Point Grey Academy - looks like tuition for a year is +$14 000. Quote from webpage With 350 students in our Senior School, each grade averages about 70 students. This meant that I knew everyone in my grade; by the time we graduated, we were all really close and had established life-long friendships. Sean H. '08 I wonder how many students per class...can you imagine? Any way to find out average class size in school? I've tried to find the info myself!ReplyDelete Replies ADMarch 4, 2012 at 6:22 PM Do you have sources for your research? On the link below, West Point Grey Academy's class sizes are listed as 22. I assume that is an average. See page 22: http://www.bcparent.ca/pdf-files/BCP-Education-2011-WEB.pdfDelete JRMarch 4, 2012 at 6:43 PM Here is what I found... http://www.kitsilano.ca/2011/03/02/would-you-vote-for-christy-clark-in-vancouver-point-grey/ It talks about the fact that CC is representing Kits... only because her son goes to school there...and in the comments - someone indicated that the only private school in the area was West Point Grey....that's all I could find..... Anyone find anything else?Delete Reply Mrs. Tara FairbrotherMarch 4, 2012 at 3:32 PM People who are unhappy about finding childcare can just send their children to school where administration can watch the children for free. Problem solved.ReplyDelete JoneyMarch 6, 2012 at 11:35 PM Christy Clark doesn't care about your questions, because she is wealthy from the ex-husbands settlement, mostly made by the deal making of selling BC Rail.ReplyDelete Rodney ShupeMarch 14, 2012 at 6:17 PM Ian's point about "If parents are unhappy about the inconvenience of this strike, how happy will they be when they need to take a second job that is as hard to find as the ones they have to pay for private school like the premier's kid's?" is great one as it would only take an extra $320 per tax payer per month to do it.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ▼  March (12) Bill 22 and Class Size/Class Composition BC Liberals: You reap what you sow... From public to private: a subtle path What is this dispute about? Putting equity last, a... Walk out pamphlet - arguments for full withdrawal ... Teachers debate a response to Bill 22 Lessons from the US - when unions don't strike to ... Lessons from history - legislation and illegal str... How do teachers defeat Bill 22? Critical thinking and Bill 22 - A teacher rebuts G... What is this strike about? A moving letter from a ... Public education - Christy: it's about equality ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=14150&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 1997 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 9, Number 7, May/June 1997 Bullying The most underrated and enduring problem in schools today by Alyson McLellan The memory of individual schoolyard bullies remains clear and unblemished for many adults long after their reading, writing, and arithmetic skills have faded. Any child or adult can tell you about a time he/she were bullied, or he/she saw someone they knew being bullied. Bullying is a series of repeated, intentionally cruel incidents, involving the same children in the same bully/ victim roles. Bullying can also consist of one single interaction. The intention of bullying is to put the victim in distress in some way. Bullies seek power. Students report that most teachers don't see bullying. A Toronto study on bullying showed that in 24/25 recorded incidents, only 4% met with intervention by teachers. Bullying is said to occur once every seven minutes, and incidents last approximately 37 seconds. The bullying cycle Students are reluctant to report bullying because they fear retaliation. The bully cycle works in the following manner: Victims fear that teachers will confront the bully in such a way that the reporters are put at risk. Witnesses fear that should they report on a bully, their confidentiality will be breached, their personal safety jeopardized, and their status within their peer group compromised. Bullies survive by creating the myth that should their behaviour be reported, retaliation will be swift and severe. This threat and resulting fear paralyzes victims into a code of silence that extends the bully's reign of terror. Teachers and other school support staff can reduce bullying and break the bullying cycle; however, a process must be in place that teachers are comfortable with and that students trust. Unfortunately, when personnel, including teachers, administrators, and support staff do not know how to intervene efficiently and effectively in bullying situations. The bullying continues. This leads to hopelessness among victims and increased power among bullies. The effects of bullying Bullying has a negative effect on everyone. It poisons school communities and contributes to an unstable learning environment for children. Bullies pay a high price for their behaviour, and victims and witnesses of bullying are also negatively affected. Educators must become aware of bullying in their schools and know how to take appropriate action. Action plan against bullying Teachers must make it safe for students to report bullying. It is crucial for teachers, administrators, and other school personnel to respect the anonymity of the victim and/or the reporting students. Until students trust that this will happen, bullying will go unreported, and bullies will continue to thrive. Adults must be aware of all forms of bullying. Bullying can be categorized under three main headings: physical bullying, verbal bullying, and relational bullying. Many bullies try to pass off acts of aggression as rough-housing between friends. A clear and effective plan for dealing with the bully and the victim must be in place. All students must know the consequences for bullying. Bullies must be taught how to behave in a socially acceptable manner, and victims must develop friendship skills and learn to interact with assertiveness and confidence. School personnel need to know about the different kinds of bullies. Some apparent victims are actually provocateurs who change their role from victim to bully depending on with whom they are interacting. The most effective way to deal with bullying is to mobilize the masses of students who are neither victims nor bullies to take action against bullying. Those students have the potential to reduce bullying significantly simply by reacting appropriately when they witness bullying: refuse to watch bullying, report bullying incidents, and/or distract either the bully or the victim. School personnel must learn to recognize and acknowledge the caring efforts of students who take a stand against bullying. The key to a successful anti-bullying campaign is to involve everyone in working toward a solution. School and communities can build positive, safe, caring environments. Together we can make a difference. Alyson McLellan is a team leader and home economics teacher at Kwayhquitlum Middle School in Port Coquitlam. She is co-author of the book, Take Action Against Bullying, along with Cindi Seddon and Gesele Lajoie, both vice-principals in the district.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=32108,BCTF News Releases  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources   For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development News Release Archives 2014  2013  2012    2011 2010  2009  2008 2007  2006  Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2014 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  February 18, 2014 Budget 2014: Empty promises and more instability for public education VICTORIA – British Columbia’s latest budget is full of empty promises, ignores real problems, and will increase instability in BC’s public education system, BCTF First Vice-President Glen Hansman said today. “Budget 2014 makes a lot of promises about trades, transforming education, and supporting teachers and students, but there is nothing to back those promises up,” said Hansman. “For example, there is a long list of promises around trades education and its importance to BC’s economic future. However, there is no new funding to deal with the unsafe and overcrowded shop classes we have across the province today. BC teachers used to have contract language limiting the number of students in a technology education class to 24. But since Christy Clark unconstitutionally stripped our collective agreements in 2002, class sizes have grown and become unsafe. The government’s decision to appeal the BC Supreme Court’s latest ruling shows the BC Liberals are not serious about improving learning conditions in BC schools or about their own policy initiatives.” According to Statistics Canada, British Columbia currently funds public education $1,000 less per student than the national average. Only PEI is worse than BC, and this gap in funding continues to have serious implications for students.   “Budget 2014 is another step back for education funding and means BC kids are still being short-changed compared to other students across Canada,” said Hansman. “There is no new funding to deal with millions in rising costs downloaded onto school districts like another MSP hike and huge BC Hydro increases. That means, despite the government’s claims, more cuts to classrooms and less services to support all children, including those with special needs. “Christy Clark’s government has claimed that there is no way to reduce class sizes, hire the needed specialist teachers, and improve class composition. However, there is a surplus and a sizable contingency fund. The government just chose not to put the funds into schools and education. After losing two rounds in BC Supreme Court, it’s time for government to respect teachers, the work we do, and properly fund BC’s education system.” BC teachers and the BC Public School Employers’ Association have been at the bargaining table for over a year. Teachers expect the government to enable the employer to negotiate a fair deal, in good faith, that will recognize the important work that BC public school teachers do every day and put new resources into classrooms. -  30  -  For more information, contact Rich Overgaard, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell). Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20170418,bctf.ca,http://bctf.ca/history/rooms/InternationalSolidarity.aspx?id=44828,BCTF Online Museum > International Solidarity Room  Welcome Rooms Collections Resources Search Menu Rooms  >  International Solidarity History of the International Solidarity Program  Teachers in Solidarity, a report presented at the November 2015 BCTF Representative Assembly, provides an overview of BCTF international solidarity in Latin America. © 201617 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy.)
(20170418,www.youtube.com,https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i3Pqf9erA_M,Standing up for Public Education, BCTF bargaining history - YouTube Skip navigation Sign in Search Loading... Close Yeah, keep it Undo Close This video is unavailable. Watch Queue Queue Watch QueueQueue Remove all Disconnect The next video is startingstop Loading... Watch Queue Queue __count__/__total__ Find out whyClose Standing up for Public Education, BCTF bargaining history British Columbia Teachers' Federation Loading... Unsubscribe from British Columbia Teachers' Federation? Cancel Unsubscribe Working... SubscribeSubscribedUnsubscribe332332 Loading... Loading... Working... Add to Want to watch this again later? Sign in to add this video to a playlist. Sign in Share More Report Need to report the video? Sign in to report inappropriate content. Sign in Transcript Statistics Add translations 70 views 0 Like this video? Sign in to make your opinion count. Sign in 1 0 Don't like this video? Sign in to make your opinion count. Sign in 1 Loading... Loading... Transcript The interactive transcript could not be loaded. Loading... Loading... Rating is available when the video has been rented. This feature is not available right now. Please try again later. Published on Mar 4, 2016 Originally published September 2005 Category Education License Standard YouTube License Show more Show less Loading... Autoplay When autoplay is enabled, a suggested video will automatically play next. Up next British Columbia teachers taking a stand - Duration: 15:25. British Columbia Teachers' Federation 36 views 15:25 Supreme Court of Canada will hear the BCTF Appeal of 2015 ruling - Duration: 9:12. British Columbia Teachers' Federation 98 views 9:12 Tsilhqot'in First Nation granted B.C. title claim in Supreme Court ruling - Duration: 3:58. The National 3,490 views 3:58 BCNDP Leader John Horgan questions Premier Clark over deleted email scandal - Duration: 11:32. BCNDPCaucus 2,414 views 11:32 Court Rules In Favour Of Teachers Again - Duration: 2:34. CKPGTV 99 views 2:34 Christy Clark: Govt ready to embrace Tsilhqot'in case, Aboriginal title - Duration: 7:59. CommonSenseCanadian 752 views 7:59 BC Isn't Broke: Putting Teachers' Bargaining in Perspective - Duration: 15:39. British Columbia Teachers' Federation 525 views 15:39 Response to Bill 22 - Duration: 5:51. British Columbia Teachers' Federation 1,117 views 5:51 BC teachers’ Supreme Court win: Message to BCTF members - Duration: 3:35. British Columbia Teachers' Federation 1,683 views 3:35 Education Underfunding: How Does It Add Up? - Duration: 27:13. British Columbia Teachers' Federation 53 views 27:13 Julia MacRae, acceptance speech, International Solidarity Award, 2015 - Duration: 4:33. British Columbia Teachers' Federation 22 views 4:33 Public Education Conference, 2017, Advocacy Works! Glen Hansman - Duration: 8:46. British Columbia Teachers' Federation 35 views 8:46 Teachers & Allies Rally to Stop Bill 22 - March 2012, Victoria BC - Duration: 11:14. janine bandcroft 239 views 11:14 BC Court of Appeal decision on Bills 22 and 28 - Duration: 22:12. British Columbia Teachers' Federation 139 views 22:12 Education Underfunding: It Doesn’t Add Up - Duration: 50:05. British Columbia Teachers' Federation 51 views 50:05 Q & A with Jim Iker on bargaining - Duration: 4:20. British Columbia Teachers' Federation 200 views 4:20 BC teachers overwhelmingly support arbitration - Duration: 19:08. British Columbia Teachers' Federation 890 views 19:08 David Chudnovsky, Institute for Public Education - Duration: 7:42. British Columbia Teachers' Federation 199 views 7:42 Video and Photos of the BCTF rally for BC Public Education. March 7, 2012 - Duration: 2:17. peter katsionis 47 views 2:17 BT Vancouver: BC Government Wins Reprieve in BCTF Court Decision - Duration: 1:06. City 62 views 1:06 Loading more suggestions... Show more Language: English Content location: United States Restricted Mode: Off History Help Loading... Loading... Loading... About Press Copyright Creators Advertise Developers +YouTube Terms Privacy Policy & Safety Send feedback Test new features Loading... Working... Sign in to add this to Watch Later Add to Loading playlists...)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "#FunFriday Fact: #BC has the highest small business employment in Canada. October is Small Business Month! Check out: http://t.co/20bcLmlvFP" @bcliberals - 03:55pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=14124&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > March 1997 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 9, Number 5, March 1997 Working through grief together by Dorothy Watts The phone rings late at night. A student in your school has been killed. The message evokes myriad thoughts and images: the boy's face, the unimaginable pain of his parents, and the deep sense of personal loss. As an educator, you wonder what you will do tomorrow, how you will address the needs of the students in the school, how you will support the family, what you can do to ensure that the school provides a healthy response to the grief. The rest of the night is a restless rehearsal of the scenarios that will play out in the morning: the silences, the questions, the sadness, and the dictum that life must go on. The staff arrives, and the long day begins. This scene, plays out in school districts throughout the province every month. Each district has struggled to deal with death and trauma in constructive ways that facilitate the grief process. A few years ago in Delta, a group of administrators, teachers, and counsellors came together to formulate a protocol based on procedures from Vancouver, Coquitlam, Surrey, and Langley. In turn, we have loaned our protocol to other districts who are designing a response, and they, in turn, will provide resources to other districts. As districts use protocols, they add, delete, change, and revamp existing procedures. Before response documents existed, we dealt with each crisis on an ad hoc basis. There were no set modes of operation, and at the end of the day we hoped that we had acted responsibly, that we had provided a comprehensive response to the tragedy. When we used the protocol for the first time, we realized how much anxiety was alleviated by the step-by-step, comprehensive document before us. Samples of statements to classes, lesson plans on grief, typical grief reactions, letters to parents, lists of resources, and checklists for school emergency teams to support schools in the throes of trauma. Within the school district, co-operation, sharing of information, and joint discussions regarding district needs are essential. Senior administration, principals, teachers, counsellors, secretaries, special-education assistants, custodians--all people working within the system--must know of the protocol, and representatives from various constituencies should be included on school emergency teams. This makes the protocol meaningful and ensures that it will be used appropriately. Support from the teachers' local is vital. Some districts are creating interagency response teams composed of mental-health workers, public-health nurses, police officers, hospice counsellors, and others who can support the school in times of sudden death or trauma. These agencies are contacted immediately in a crisis and can respond quickly because they are cognizant of school protocols. In Delta, we recognized a need to offer debriefing to school staffs when a sudden death or trauma occurred. School personnel may be devastated by the death of a teacher or student or by some other traumatic event. Yet, while trying to process this grief for themselves, they must help the students in their classes deal with the event. Critical Incident Stress Debriefing brings staff together in small groups to talk about the impact of the loss on them personally. The process encourages people to speak to their own reactions and listen to the responses of others in order to work through their grief. Counsellors from our employee and family assistance program, have trained seven teams of debriefers to offer this service to the schools. The latest development in this continuing story is that representatives from some Lower Mainland districts are now meeting formally to discuss common problems, share protocols, discuss professional development in this area, and set up a system of sharing debriefers. When a tragedy strikes, it is reassuring to know that there are procedures derived from the expertise of many representatives of the school community from all over the province. Beyond that, community agencies can effectively support the efforts of the school. In addition, school districts can band together to offer additional assistance when needed. Sudden death or trauma is always painful, but there is great comfort in knowing that because of the support from our own districts and beyond, we are not alone. Dorothy Watts is an elementary school counsellor in the Delta School District. Managing crisis by Perry Haddock Students, staff, parents, and indeed the whole community learned the meaning of crisis response when two students from Langley Secondary School were shot during an incident in January. Neither injury was life threatening. For Langley Secondary, the incident has demonstrated the value of preparedness for dealing with critical-incident stress and for managing the safety and emotional concerns of a school community in a time of crisis. A number of years ago, after several incidents in Langley schools had required emergency responses beyond the resources of the individual schools, Langley School District, in co-operation with community agencies, formed a Crisis Response Team so that future incidents--serious car accidents, suicides, or sudden deaths--might receive immediate and appropriately directed services for students. Members of the Crisis Response Team included site-based school counsellors on loan from other schools, district counsellors, community mental health workers, youth and family counsellors, and members of the RCMP Victims' Services Division. Depending on the particulars of an incident, other members are added as required. Such additional team members have included youth pastors from community churches, multicultural workers, and police-school liaison officers. Since its inception, the team has supported schools during the critical period immediately following a crisis. The ideal of "collective expertise" has served the Langley district well, including the recent schoolyard shooting incident. Thanks to quick action by teachers and students, first aid was available within minutes, and police and ambulance services arrived quickly. Good reports from witnesses and an alert RCMP in a nearby cruiser resulted in the arrest of the suspects within eight minutes of the 911 call. The shooting occurred when most students had returned to classes. Nonetheless, the school was soon in shock, as students and teachers began reacting to rumours. The reassuring information of the arrest was not known until many tense minutes had passed. While most teachers worked to reassure students and maintain calm within their classrooms, others began to move students without classes into the school cafeteria. The school administration and the crisis team began to make plans to deal with both the immediate crisis and the follow-up support services required. No matter how well our experience had taught us, somehow the rules didn't quite fit. It was Friday afternoon, and many questions needed answers: Were the victims going to be OK? Had someone called their parents? Would the suspects be let out on bail? If so, when? How could we keep students safe? How could upset and angry students be prevented from putting themselves at risk in an attempt to seek revenge? How would we deal with the news media? How could we help the many students, staff, and parents who were already displaying signs of acute critical-incident stress? With a weekend coming, what could we expect on Monday? When the news came that the suspects had been arrested, a decision was made to give the students a prepared statement with information to take home, and to dismiss them. When the students had finished calling parents and arranging rides, most of them left the building. Some students stayed to see counsellors or to talk with friends or teachers. At 13:45, an emergency meeting informed staff and encouraged them to prepare for their own stress reactions and to avail themselves of school counselling resources or EAP services if they wished. Much of the meeting was a debriefing of the afternoon's events, and a preparation by the crisis-response team of what teachers might expect for Monday morning. On Monday, the crisis-response team met with the administration at 08:00 to co-ordinate the day's activities. The team had prepared discussion questions and materials, for the administration to distribute for first period. We hoped to devote a portion of the first period to a discussion of the incident so teachers could identify students who might need immediate counselling. We stressed that "closeness to the action" was not necessarily the important criterion, since incidents such as this often trigger flashbacks or reactions that reveal earlier unresolved issues. The crisis team also planned meetings with student leaders (peer helpers, student council, senior ESL students, senior boys' soccer team, and BD program students) for the second period of the day to: allow them to express their concerns. discuss their leadership role. encourage them to identify students affected by the incident. encourage them to make referrals to the counselling centre. encourage them to support one another. hear their input regarding rumours. Following the meetings, the crisis-response team was available for student and staff counselling, and the balance of the day was spent in individual and small-group sessions. At the end of the day, the administration distributed another letter for students to take home to parents, and then called a brief staff meeting to debrief the day's events. Following the staff meeting, the crisis team met to prepare for the next day. Among the plans were parent meetings for both the Tuesday evening and the Thursday afternoon. At time of writing, strategies are being developed to continue to work with our students and parent community on both the immediate response phase of this emergency, as well as the recovery and preventative phases, which may well be the real test of our effectiveness. This crisis has demonstrated the benefits of a team approach to protecting our school and community. Perry Haddock is a counsellor at Langley Secondary School, Langley.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11022&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2002 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 14, Number 7, May/June 2002 Girls’ day conference by Joanne Dueck Peer pressure. Family pressure. Media images. Societal expectations. Addressing these difficult pressures and messages, a local organization, the Dawson Creek Girls’ Day Committee, recently hosted its third annual Girls’ Day Conference. On April 20, 2002, at the local public health unit, 16 Grade 5 girls, five Grade 12 mentors, and a few interested community women celebrated the unique and special qualities of each participant. The theme came from the book Girls Who Rocked the World by Amelie Welden (ISBN: 1-885223-68). The older girls planned and taught games, helped with activities, and shared experiences with the younger participants. According to the younger girls, the day was a hit. The local Rotary Club provided funds for snacks and lunch and supplies. Sharon Smith, of Rainbow Studios, took a portrait photograph of each girl, and Audrey Nelson, of Picture It!, donated an art poster entitled "Believe" for a draw. Each girl entered a draw by writing on a slip of paper how she would "rock the world" one day. Thoughts included: I would like to help people by helping them solve problems. I want to rock the world by helping to feed people who are starving. I would like to rock the world by becoming a candy striper and volunteering some time. Then, I’d like to become a nurse. I would like to care for sick animals. I’d like to become a veterinarian’s assistant. I would like to ride a dolphin! I want to be an astronaut. I am going to become a teacher. I’m going to be the best mom I can be! I’d like to study law and become a famous lawyer. I’m going to become a police officer. I’d like to help people by becoming a physiotherapist and help whoever I can. Being a doctor, then I could help people. I’d like to sing. I’d like to travel the world and gain a better understanding of other cultures. I’m going to become an anthropologist and discover new and great things about the lives of people from past civilizations. I’d like to rock the world by just being me! The aim of the conference was to help girls feel good about themselves. We talked about ways to deflect negative feelings away from bodies, looks, or weight. After each presentation, the girls talked about what they’d heard or seen or done in small groups. Rapport developed in the small groups. By the end of the day, girls were exchanging cards and sincere compliments. It was heartwarming to see girls from different schools connecting in this way. The input of the older mentor students was invaluable. Those girls have already begun to Rock the World! The theme grew from drama presentations highlighting the lives of women who succeeded despite adversity—Anne Frank, Joan of Arc, Indira Ghandi, and Mother Teresa. We also explored the nature of female body image over the centuries of human civilization as shown in art work, carvings, photographs, and advertisements. We talked about today’s magazine and TV images and thought about what that means for young girls. Seeing girls come in as strangers, get to know one another, and by the end of the day give such valuable and genuine comments and compliments to one another is thrilling. Joanne Dueck teaches at Parkhill Elementary School, Dawson Creek.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=27203&printPage=true,BCTF News Releases  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2012 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  June 1, 2012 Teachers welcome province-wide strategy to end bullying  The BC Teachers’ Federation today welcomed the announcement by the provincial government that it intends to implement a 10-point antibullying strategy.  “For many years now, the BCTF has been calling on the province to take a leadership role on harassment and intimidation in schools,” said BCTF First Vice-President Jim Iker. “Teachers have long been concerned about the racism, homophobia, and other forms of discrimination that students face on a daily basis in school and in the community.”  Iker said the lack of a strong provincial strategy has allowed inconsistent and inadequate responses to serious situations. “So far the only movement has come from individual districts, thanks to the work of youth, teachers, some trustees, and community members, not because of provincial government action,” he said. “The BCTF has been calling on the province to take action specifically on the racism that Aboriginal and cultural minority youth face, as well as the toxic school climate facing LGBTQ youth.”  Iker noted that the Safe Schools Task Force reported back in 2003–04 that discrimination and bullying were substantial issues in all school districts—large and small, urban and rural. The experience of teachers and the continued research by the McCreary Society for Children and Youth reinforced evidence of the pervasiveness of the problem.  “We’ve been concerned that the existing standards have been too weak and the government has not enforced them consistently around the province,” Iker said. “Now we expect that the legal framework should be tightened and enforced province-wide.”  Teachers also believe that systemic change must be made a priority by ensuring that the curriculum and learning resources reflect the diversity and the lived realities of students. In addition, cuts to specialist teacher positions such as school counsellors, learning assistance, and special education teachers, have a disproportionate impact on vulnerable students. Students often cite the support they receive from these teachers as crucial in helping them cope with bullying situations. -  30  - For more information, contact Nancy Knickerbocker, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell).)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=28004,BCTF News Releases  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources   For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development News Release Archives 2014  2013  2012    2011 2010  2009  2008 2007  2006  Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2012 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  October 1, 2012 BC students short-changed compared to elsewhere in Canada British Columbia scores well below Canadian averages for several key education funding indicators, according to a brief to be presented today by the BC Teachers’ Federation to the Select Standing Committee on Finance. BCTF President Susan Lambert will urge the provincial government to adopt a plan to begin to bring BC’s education funding and services at the very least up to the national average.  “We know these changes will take time, and they will require significant reinvestment in public education,” Lambert said. “While we would obviously like to be above average, it is a realistic goal to begin to move up at least to the Canadian national average in the various indicators of educational effort.” Lambert pointed to the student-educator ratio (SER), which describes the ratio of students to teachers and administrators. BC had the worst SER in Canada in 2009–10, the most recent year for which national statistics are available. Over the decade starting in the 2001–02 school year, the SER across Canada declined every year to the current average of 14 students per educator. Such was not the case in BC, where it reached as high as 17.7 and now sits at 16.6. (See Chart 1, p. 3.) “These figures are already worrisome enough, but the true extent of the discrepancy is masked since BC has a higher proportion of administrators to teachers than any other province, so the ratio of teachers to students is even worse than it seems,” Lambert added. Another telling indicator is spending on Kindergarten to Grade 12 education as a percentage of GDP. Before 2002, when the provincial government stripped teachers’ collective agreements of firm class-size limits and guarantees of services from specialist teachers, BC spent a higher percentage of GDP on public education than Canada as a whole. Since then, however, BC has fallen behind the majority of other provinces. (See Chart 5, p. 12.) “Even after the global recession in 2008, K to 12 spending as a percentage of GDP increased across Canada, while remaining stagnant in BC,” Lambert said. “This widening gap is leaving BC schools relatively worse off compared to the rest of the country.” The BCTF is calling on government to begin to increase education funding to bring BC up at least to the national average, a goal that will require a significant commitment: For BC to meet the Canadian average student-educator ratio, we would need 5,800 more FTE teachers at a cost of about $500 million. (Note: This does not include the cost of hiring additional administrators, who are also included in the SER.) For BC to meet the Canadian average in terms of K to 12 funding as a percentage of GDP would require $609 million. Lambert acknowledged that, as education ministers often repeat, enrolment has declined and education spending has increased. However, despite declining enrolment, the number of students with special needs increased by 1,560 in the last decade. At the same time, more than 750 special education teachers have been cut. Similarly, the number of English Language Learners (ELL) in public schools has grown by more than 1,800 students over the decade, but there are 340 fewer ELL teachers. “This simplistic narrative of fewer kids and more dollars doesn’t tell the real story. The reality is that costs have also gone up substantially, and funding increases have not been sufficient to preserve the same level of services our students had a decade ago,” she said. “Given the freeze on education funding announced in BC Budget 2012, the situation in BC schools will only worsen unless there is a significant change in policy direction.” The Select Standing Committee on Finance and Government Services makes recommendations with respect to the budget consultation paper prepared by the minister of finance. Lambert will address the committee today at 3:35 p.m. at the Wosk Centre for Dialogue, 580 Hastings Street, in ICBC Salon B. To read the full text of the BCTF Education Funding Brief, see: http://www.bctf.ca/uploadedFiles/Public/Publications/Briefs/2012EdFundingBrief.pdf  -  30  - For more information, contact Nancy Knickerbocker, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell). Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/IssuesInEducation.aspx?id=5752&printPage=true,BCTF > What can you do?  	BCTF > Issues in Education  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Issues in Education > Assessment, Evaluation and Reporting > Testing What Can You Do? “…thinking that new tests will lead to better students…[is] akin to claiming that better speedometers make for faster cars” (William F. Goodling, Representative from Pennsylvania) Teachers and parents want schools to be the best they can be and students to be busily engaged in learning. It’s very important for teachers, parents and concerned community members to advocate together for a public school system that meets the needs of all students and provides students with rich learning experiences. To act on concerns about the misuse of testing and the impact on students, consider: Talking with young people to learn more about the impact of the over use of testing on learning, from their point of view. Sharing concerns with others by discussing the issues at PAC meetings or at forums for teacher and parents. Forming an ad hoc group to learn more about the issues and develop an advocacy plan. Letting school trustees know about the concerns by writing letters, talking with trustees and/or making a presentation to the school board. Letting the MLA(s) know about the impact of the misuse of testing and lobbying for changes that focus on a rich, dynamic learning experience for all students. Using the links below to share ideas and learn more about successful strategies. Links BC Teachers’ Federation. FSA testing can be harmful to students! FairTest’s Assessment Reform Network (ARN). Kohn, Alfie. Fighting the tests: A practical guide to rescuing our schools. Phi Delta Kappan, Jan 2001.)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=1670&printPage=true,BCTF News Releases  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2006 Archives BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE February 23, 2006 Supreme Court of Canada upholds teachers' right to inform parents about classroom conditions The Supreme Court of Canada today dismissed an application by the BC Public School Employers' Association to appeal a BC Court of Appeal ruling that upheld teachers' rights to inform parents of their concerns about class size and composition, and education funding cuts. BCTF President Jinny Sims said teachers will be delighted to hear the news. "We are very pleased the courts have affirmed our position: that as teachers we have a legal right and professional duty to speak out about issues affecting the quality of public education," Sims said. "After all, who would be in a better position than teachers to bring these concerns to the attention of parents and the public?" The case goes back to 2002, when the BC Liberals legislatively imposed the teachers' contract for the first time, and began making cuts that eventually left school boards facing funding shortfalls in excess of $300 million. To highlight the impact on classroom conditions, teachers distributed cards to parents that reported their children's class sizes before and after the government stripped firm limits from the collective agreement. In addition, teachers mounted posters on bulletin boards with information on reductions in staffing of specialist teachers, such as librarians and counsellors. After some school boards attempted to prohibit teachers from distributing the class-size cards or posters, the BCTF launched a provincial grievance. Arbitrator Don Munroe, QC, ruled that school boards had indeed violated teachers' right to free expression under the Charter of Rights, and that such interference was not justified in a free and democratic society. The employers' association challenged his ruling at the BC Court of Appeal, but that court reaffirmed that teachers' free expression is protected by the Charter. Finally, BCPSEA applied for leave to appeal to the Supreme Court of Canada, which was denied, with costs to the BCTF. "This case illustrates to what lengths the employer is willing to go to try to prevent parents from hearing about the realities in our classrooms," Sims said. "We are very grateful for the moderating influence of the courts on the employers' extreme agenda, and that BCPSEA won't be allowed to spend any more tax dollars on silencing the voices of teachers." - 30 - For more information, contact Nancy Knickerbocker, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell).)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=17608,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 5, March 2009  Techy tidbits By Larry Kuehn Facebook to catch the criminals A Toronto cop has another approach to crime and kids—network with them on Facebook. Scott Mills says “I could prevent violence more from my desk than I could driving around to schools. Just by being out there, engaging with kids online you build relationships.” When a teenaged girl died from a knife stab last January, Toronto police used messages left on a Facebook tribute page to let students know how to provide anonymous tips. They reported that the phone lines lit up. The Ontario police college is planning to offer a course on how to use social networking sites as a tool to prevent violence. Give cellphones to those New York kids According to the New York Times, the New York City Department of education “is considering a proposal to give all students free cellphones, which would use text messages produced by an advertising agency, Droga 5, to promote achievement. The plan includes sponsorship opportunities for cellphone makers, service providers, and other marketers.” This is a student-motivation proposal by a Harvard economist, Roland Fryer, who is working as a consultant to the city schools. Besides getting the phone, students would earn extra free minutes if they do well in school. Students would be unable to make calls during school hours. No parent complaints about free cellphones were reported. Korean students rescued from addiction Korea is the country that is the most heavily connected to the Internet, with nearly everyone having broadband connections. A social networking site called Cyworld includes 85% of Korean Internet users. A consequence of ubiquity, a child psychiatrist in Seoul claims, is that up to 30% of South Koreans under the age of 18 (mostly males) are at risk of Internet addiction. The government has created 140 Internet-addiction counselling centres and 100 hospitals have set up treatment centres, according to the New York Times. Researchers have created a checklist that helps diagnose the severity of addiction. An “Internet Rescue Camp” has been created for some of the most severely affected. Participants are denied all access to computers and limited to one hour on their cellphone, to keep them from playing online games. Campers have to be kept under surveillance at all times, even when they are supposed to be asleep to keep them from trying to satisfy their craving. The key philosophy of the camp is to provide an experience of a life-style without the Internet, something unknown to Korean children. One of the students at a camp said it was working for him—“From now on, maybe I’ll just spend five hours a day online.” Students claim copyright and demand more than $200,000 for each essay In the struggle against plagiarism, more than 7,000 educational institutions use the services of turnitin.com. The company that runs it says they get more than 100,000 papers each day and more than 40 million student papers are in its archive. The company claims that more than 50% of plagiarism is from copying the work of other students. Four high school students have turned the tables, saying in a legal suit that turnitin.com is infringing on the copyright of the students because their papers uploaded to the site are saved and these archived papers are searched as part of identifying copying. The students are seeking $900,000 in damages. The company’s defense is that the students agreed to release the company from liability by checking a box to that affect when submitting a paper. Of course, if the teacher requires that all papers be submitted to turnitin.com, the students’ only other choice than to check the box is to fail. Tutoring from a distance The No Child Left Behind law in the US requires that school districts provide free tutoring if large numbers of students are underperforming. While teachers must have a certificate to teach, tutors hired by private tutoring companies don’t have to meet any qualification requirements. One state alone, Massachusetts, spent over $21 million over three years, with no way of knowing whether the tutoring does any good. While much of the tutoring is done at centres convenient to shopping malls, some of it is being done over the Internet. The US chains, such as Sylvan, offer Internet tutoring for about $50 an hour. Their prices, though, are being undercut by online tutoring from India. With highly qualified people in large numbers, but low wages, several companies have set up shop to provide online tutoring. Indian entrepreneur Krishna Ganesh has started a service that charges a flat $99 a month with as many 45-minute sessions as the student organized. He told the New York Times that “our vision is to be part of the monthly budget of one million families.” Read a story to your great-great-grandkids—gravely The virtual human interaction lab at Stanford University has created three-dimensional digitized models customized with people’s facial characteristics and mannerisms. According to the Mail and Guardian, the lab director, Jeremy Bailenson, says “you can make a digital version of you that is animated so your grandkids’ grandkids could put on a helmet and you can read them a story from the grave.” – Larry Kuehn Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7952&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 5, March 2005 New Teachers' Conference Why did you choose to be a teacher? As a child, I loved school. My experiences and memories will stay with me forever. The teachers I had not only taught me the curriculum but also taught me about life. I want to be a part of my students’ learning. Stacey Galigan, Okanagan Similkameen TOC I chose to be a teacher because I love being around kids and giving them what I have to offer. I love seeing kids learn, understand, and speak French because it displays their immense potential. My primary teacher, reading Gabrielle Roy’s les enfants de ma vie, my relationship with my aikido instructor, and a love for languages were also great influences in my choosing to become a teacher. I’m glad I’m a teacher because it will give me opportunities in activism, graduate work, administrative work, and mentorship. Kim Riddick, Delta Learning a variety of topics daily with children of all ages is definitely not a boring career! Facilitating an environment of discovery is often challenging; however, when you witness a struggling child light up with enthusiasm, eager to learn more, the reward is worth the effort. Shay Iverson, Abbotsford TOC I enjoy working with and helping people. I believe education is extremely important. I feel I can make a difference in young people’s lives. Mark Plimley, Coquitlam TOC I realized after being active in my children’s school and school life that I really enjoyed being a part of a school community. I enjoy the challenge of creating exciting lessons, of motivating students, and seeing their progress. Teaching allows me to be a creative person. Rhonda Leduc, Victoria/Sooke TOC)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13732&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 1997 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 10, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 1997 Top 10 BCTF Lesson Aids Off and Running: 100 Word Processing Activities for Elementary Students. Linda Harrison. 127p. 1986. Includes word processing activities universal to all computers and all word processors. Designed to help teachers understand and teach the concepts. The book is outlined in a seasonal-theme approach, beginning with the simplest activities and progressing to the most sophisticated. Activities in areas of language arts, social studies, science, and arithmetic. Many activities suitable for ESL. K–7. LA 2102—$8.25 The Crysalids: A Novel Study. Debbie Bouska. 10p. ©1997. Includes pre-reading activities, chapter questions, and post-reading activities. Secondary. LA 1014—$2 Let’s Explore Canada. Trudy Mauti. 48p. ©1985. Student workbook introduces readers to the land, resources, and traditions of Canada. The activities are designed to improve comprehension skills in reading specific to social studies—interpreting charts, maps, and pictures, and relating text to maps and pictures, as well as the more general reading skills. Pull-out map is included. Blackline drawings illustrate the activities. Grade 3–6. LA 9253—$10.50 The Art Resource Book. Produced by the Vancouver School Board. 105p. ©1996. Full-colour, hardcover book filled with visual images from Vancouver art classrooms reflecting the visual art curriculum from K to 12. The book includes marked icons to identify the curricular areas in the new visual art IRP. Essential text is included to guide teachers wishing to try the projects as well as suggesting lesson extensions and references. K–12. LA 9653—$25 Children as Storytellers: A Bridge to Success in Reading and Writing. Carol Martin and John Allan. 162p. 1995. A comprehensive manual on children as storytellers, written for teachers, counsellors, and parents. It pioneers how to link children’s natural storytelling ability to academic success and emotional well being. Useful for language arts, counselling, learning assistance, ESL, and remediation for intermediate students “at risk.” Grade 1–7. LA 8087—$20 Teaching Suggestions for Catherine, Called Birdy: A Humanities 8 Novel Study. Barbara Bathgate and Penny Chaiko. 34p. ©1996. Package provides opportunities to discuss themes relating to personal growth, gender issues, identity, friendship, family relationships, beliefs, and values. This novel study also provides a range of opportunities for examination of issues surrounding historical fiction. Can be used in language arts or in conjunction with a study of Middle Ages in an integrated Humanities 8 setting. Grade 8. LA 2026—$4.25 A Volcano in My Tummy: Helping Children to Handle Anger. Elaine Whitehouse and Warwick Pudney. 80p. ©1996. This book helps 6 to 15-year-olds handle their anger so they can live successfully, healthily, happily, and non-violently with motivation, without fear, and with good relationships. Full of stories, easy-to-use games and exercises designed to encourage children to see their anger and to deal constructively with it. Includes sections on key concepts, building a child’s self-esteem, what adults can do when a child is angry, developing an anger management program, troubleshooting, and a special section for teachers that integrates the resource with other curriculum areas. Grade 1–7. LA 2323—$14.95 Phonics at the Circus: The Reading Board Game. Mary Sturgeon, 22cm x 28cm game board, markers, spinner, instructions, 220 cards and The Ringmaster’s Rules and manual for kids. ©1996. Designed for two children at different levels to play at the same time. The average child can quickly build reading skills to the Grade 4 level. With the reading cards, children practice the sounds of letters, vowel and consonant combinations, and learn the phonics rules. The game is ideal for reinforcing basic skills, for ESL or speech training. A teacher or parent must play with the child or be on the sidelines to correct errors if two children are playing. Ages 5 and up. LA 8074—$24.95 “Unpacking” Beothuk History and Copper Sunrise. Peter Thompson. 27p. ©1996. Presented in two parts. Part I includes seven readings and accompanying questions on the Beothuk history. These should provide introductory historical thinking experiences for students and a historical context for the classroom study of Copper Sunrise or Blood Red Ochre. Part II includes teaching suggestions and chapter activities for the novel Copper Sunrise. Grade 9. LA 2027—$3.85 Red Eggs and Dragon Boats. Carol Stepanchuk. 48p. ©1994. Beautiful illustrations by Chinese women celebrating five Chinese festivals: Chinese lunar new year, clear brightness festival, full-month red egg and ginger party, dragon boat festival, and moon festival. Included are stories, information on many aspects of Chinese culture, vocabulary, and delicious recipes. Lower Intermediate. LA 2546—$26.95 For a complete listing of over 890 BCTF Lesson Aids, consult the catalogue in your school library or the BCTF Web site, www.bctf.ca To order any of the above lesson aids, enclose a cheque payable to the BCTF or authorized purchase order to: BCTF Lesson Aids Service 100-550 West 6th Avenue Vancouver, BC V5Z 4P2 GST and postage/handling are included in the prices. Orders are sent by return mail.)
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(20141006,www.cbc.ca,http://www.cbc.ca/sports/baseball/mlb/royals-eric-hosmer-treats-k-c-faithful-1.2789153,Royals' Eric Hosmer treats K.C. faithful - CBC Sports - Baseball - MLB Accessibility Links Skip to main content Skip to CBC accessibility page   CBC Global Navigation CBC.ca News News Menu Sports Sports Menu Music   Radio Radio Menu TV TV Menu My Region Menu   More CBC Menu   Watch Watch Menu Listen Listen Menu     ‹ ‖ ‖ › CBC Sports Don't Miss CBC Sports on Google Currents CBC Sports on Pinterest CBC Sports Podcasts CBC Sports on Facebook CBC Sports on Twitter CBC Sports RSS Broadcast Schedule Mobile Shop Home Home Contests Photos Opinion Opinion Home Elliotte Friedman Tim Wharnsby Scott Russell Pj Kwong Malcolm Kelly Ben Rycroft Nigel Reed John Chick Video Video Home Live NHL NHL Home Scores Schedule Standings Stats Teams Players Injuries Transactions Opinion Video Photos CFL CFL Home Scores Schedule Standings Stats Teams Players Opinion Video Photos 3rd And Long NFL NFL Home Scores Schedule Standings Stats Teams Players Injuries Transactions Opinion Video Photos MLB MLB Home Scores Schedule Standings Stats Teams Players Injuries Transactions Opinion Video Photos NBA NBA Home Scores Schedule Standings Stats Teams Players Injuries Transactions Opinion Video Photos Soccer Soccer Home MLS MLS Home Scores Schedule Standings Team Stats Player Stats UEFA UEFA Home Scores Schedule Standings Team Stats Player Stats EPL EPL Home Scores Schedule Standings Team Stats Player Stats La Liga La Liga Home Scores Schedule Standings Team Stats Player Stats Serie A Serie A Home Scores Schedule Standings Team Stats Player Stats Bundesliga Bundesliga Home Scores Schedule Standings Team Stats Player Stats Ligue 1 Ligue 1 Home Scores Schedule Standings Team Stats Player Stats Opinion Video Photos Soccer on CBC Golf Golf Home PGA PGA Home Leaderboard Tournaments Stats Money List LPGA LPGA Home Leaderboard Tournaments Stats Money List Champions Champions Home Leaderboard Tournaments Stats Money List European European Home Leaderboard Tournaments Stats Money List Web.com Web.com Home Leaderboard Tournaments Stats Money List Opinion Video Tennis Tennis Home ATP ATP Home Results Tournaments Stats WTA WTA Home Results Tournaments Stats Opinion Video Photos Tennis on CBC Track & Field Track & Field Home Opinion Video Photos Track & Field on CBC Show Jumping Show Jumping Home Video Show Jumping on CBC Royals' Eric Hosmer treats K.C. faithful Bat does the talking, credit card pays for party By Mike Dennis, CBC Sports Posted: Oct 06, 2014 3:47 PM ET Last Updated: Oct 06, 2014 5:52 PM ET Eric Hosmer, being hugged by Royals' manager Ned Yost, is probably the most popular guy in Kansas City, after helping to eliminate the Los Angeles Angels Sunday. (Jaime Squire/ Getty Images) Related Stories BOXSCORE: Angels-Royals PLAYER STATS: Eric Hosmer TEAM PAGE: Kansas City Royals There are few things better for a sports fan than watching your team clinch a series at home. It's a cause for celebration. About the only thing that could be better would be to celebrate with the players who produced the victory. especially when one of the heroes picks up the tab. That's what happened in Kansas City. There were 40,657 fans in Kauffman Stadium Sunday, the majority of them Royals' fans, enjoying their team's return to baseball's postseason for the first time since 1985.  One of the biggest heroes in the three-game sweep of the Los Angeles Angels in the American League Division Series was  K.C. first baseman Eric Hosmer. First he homered in the 11th inning of Game 2 in L.A. Friday to help send the Royals to the verge of a sweep. Sunday he homered again in the third inning with what proved to be the winning runs as his team moved on the ALCS against the Baltimore Orioles. After the game Royals' players and fans alike celebrated the occasion and Hosmer played the hero again. He offered up his credit card and paid for an open bar for one hour. Imagine if the Royals get past Baltimore and then defeat the National League representative in the World Series. Hosmer may decide to cut back a little on his generosity. But he's certainly pleased a lot of people so far. KC you guys showed us so much love all year were returning the favor for you guys tonight at @McFaddensKC #allonebigfamily see.u all there— @TheRealHos35 Back at the K Sunday!!!! #letsgooooooooooooooooo http://t.co/EBmCdhICxB— @TheRealHos35 Report Typo Send Feedback Comments on this story are moderated according to our Submission Guidelines. Comments are welcome while open. We reserve the right to close comments at any time. Submission Policy Note: The CBC does not necessarily endorse any of the views posted. By submitting your comments, you acknowledge that CBC has the right to reproduce, broadcast and publicize those comments or any part thereof in any manner whatsoever. Please note that comments are moderated and published according to our submission guidelines. Latest MLB Stories Royals' Eric Hosmer treats K.C. faithful read comments Royals sweep Angels, face Orioles in ALCS read comments video Orioles sweep Tigers, set to face Royals in ALCS read comments video Kemp, Greinke power Dodgers over Cardinals in Game 2 read comments Belt homers in Giants' 18-inning win over Nationals read comments video More MLB Headlines Video Audio Top Sports Stories Maple Leafs pare roster, drop enforcers Orr, McLaren read comments Royals' Eric Hosmer treats K.C. faithful read comments CIBC Run for the Cure: Sport with a purpose Jaguars mascot flagged for Ebola sign read comments Michael Phelps suspended 6 months by USA Swimming read comments More Sports Headlines Send Your Feedback Do you have improvements to suggest for this page? Give us your feedback now » CBC Global Footer CBC.ca Aboriginal Books Contests Digital Archives Documentaries Kids Kids' CBC Preschool Music News Parents Program Guide Radio Sports Television Subscriptions CBC Player CBC Shop Corporate About CBC Transparency and Accountability Jobs Production Facilities Mobile Production Rentals Ombudsman CBC: Get the Facts Independent Producers Public Appearances Pitch a Radio or Audio Program Program and Content Sales Archive Sales Educational Sales Image Research Library & Still Photos Consumer Recordings Digital TV Stay Connected Mobile RSS Podcasts Member Services:Newsletters & Alerts CBC Links Terms Of Use Reuse & Permissions Advertise Privacy Site Map Help Contact Us CBC Radio-Canada Copyright © CBC 2014 cbc.radio-canada.ca cbc.ca radio-canada.ca)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141006,microformats.org,http://microformats.org/profile/hcard,hCard 1.0.1 XMDP profile hCard 1.0.1 XMDP profile Author Tantek Çelik As described in HTML4 Meta data profiles and XHTML Meta Data Profile (XMDP) description: rel HTML4 definition of the 'rel' attribute. Here is an additional value as defined in the rel-tag specification . tag Indicates that the referred resource serves as a "tag", or keyword/subject, for the referring page, or some portion of the referring page (such as an hCard). class HTML4 definition of the 'class' attribute. This meta data profile defines some 'class' attribute values (class names) and their meanings as suggested by a draft of "Hypertext Links in HTML". All values are defined according to the semantics defined in the hCard specification and thus in RFC 2426. vcard A container for the rest of the class names defined in this XMDP profile. See section 1. of RFC 2426. fn See section 3.1.1 of RFC 2426. n See section 3.1.2 of RFC 2426. May be inferred per Implied "N" Optimization. family-name See "Family Name" in section 3.1.2 of RFC 2426. given-name See "Given Name" in section 3.1.2 of RFC 2426. additional-name See "Additional Names" in section 3.1.2 of RFC 2426. honorific-prefix See "Honorific Prefixes" in section 3.1.2 of RFC 2426. honorific-suffix See "Honorific Suffixes" in section 3.1.2 of RFC 2426. nickname See section 3.1.3 of RFC 2426. photo See section 3.1.4 of RFC 2426. Typically used with an <img> tag. Use the 'src' attribute for URI values. Use the 'data:' URI scheme for binary values. bday See section 3.1.5 of RFC 2426. Typically used with an <abbr> tag with the 'title' attribute for the date value, and a human readable date inside the element. adr See section 3.2.1 of RFC 2426. post-office-box See "post office box" in section 3.2.1 of RFC 2426. extended-address See "extended address" in section 3.2.1 of RFC 2426. street-address See "street address" in section 3.2.1 of RFC 2426. locality See "locality" in section 3.2.1 of RFC 2426. region See "region" in section 3.2.1 of RFC 2426. postal-code See "postal code" in section 3.2.1 of RFC 2426. country-name See "country name" in section 3.2.1 of RFC 2426. type See "type" in the various sections of RFC 2426. label See section 3.2.2 of RFC 2426. tel See section 3.3.1 of RFC 2426. email See section 3.3.2 of RFC 2426. mailer See section 3.3.3 of RFC 2426. tz See section 3.4.1 of RFC 2426. Typically used with an <abbr> tag with the 'title' attribute for the tz value, and a human readable time zone inside the element. geo See section 3.4.2 of RFC 2426. latitude See "latitude" in section 3.4.2 of RFC 2426. longitude See "longitude" in section 3.4.2 of RFC 2426. title See section 3.5.1 of RFC 2426. role See section 3.5.2 of RFC 2426. logo See section 3.5.3 of RFC 2426. Typically used with an <img> tag. Use the 'src' attribute for URI values. Use the 'data:' URI scheme for binary values. agent See section 3.5.4 of RFC 2426. If the value is a vCard, then use a nest hCard. For simplicity in that case, the same element that has the class name of "agent" should use the class name of "vcard". org See section 3.5.5 of RFC 2426. organization-name See "Organization Name" in section 3.5.5 of RFC 2426. May be inferred per Implied "organization-name" Optimization. organization-unit See "Organization Unit" in section 3.5.5 of RFC 2426. category See section 3.6.1 of RFC 2426. note See section 3.6.2 of RFC 2426. rev See section 3.6.4 of RFC 2426. Typically used with an <abbr> tag with the 'title' attribute for the date value, and a human readable date inside the element. sort-string See section 3.6.5 of RFC 2426. sound See section 3.6.6 of RFC 2426. Typically used with either an <a> or <object> tag. Use the 'data:' URI scheme for binary values. uid See section 3.6.7 of RFC 2426. url See section 3.6.8 of RFC 2426. Typically used with an <a> tag. class See section 3.7.1 of RFC 2426. key See section 3.7.2 of RFC 2426. Typically used with an <abbr> tag with the 'title' attribute for the key value, and a human readable key equivalent inside the element. value This class name is used to distinguish the actual value of a property from any other cruft that may be in the containing element representing the property. See the value-class-pattern for details. value-title This class name is used to distinguish the actual value of a property, specifically in the 'title' attribute of the element, from the element contents and the element representing the containing property. See the value-class-pattern value-title description for details. Changes from hCard 1.0 The 'value-title' class name has been incorporated from the value-class-pattern for improved accessibility, internationalization, and localization. Copyright Contributed to the public domain (PD) 2009 microformats.org, per the Creative Commons Public Domain License or any later version published by Creative Commons; with a waiver of rights, and an assertion that no rights attach to this particular work.)
(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/06/is-no-zeros-just-gaming-stats.html?showComment=1339475652541,Staffroom Confidential: Is "no zeros" just gaming the stats? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Saturday, June 2, 2012 Is "no zeros" just gaming the stats? An Edmonton teacher was suspended indefinitely for refusing to follow a Principal's "no zero" policy. The policy requires that teachers do not assign zeros to incomplete work. Instead, teachers are meant to prod the students to do the work but in the end assign a grade only on the work actually completed. While the supposed rationale for this policy is to provide students opportunities to complete work and gain credit without punitive measures, most teachers will tell you it doesn't work. In many jurisdictions where secondary level students can't fail or can't be assigned a failing grade or lose marks for work that is late, teachers have noticed that bad habits get worse. Less work is done. More work is late. Now this is a complicated question. One of the issues that rarely gets discussed is that school is coercive, and so grading and marks serve a dual purpose - one is to reflect genuine assessment, the other is to provide external motivation to reluctant learners. I am sympathetic with some of the arguments on both sides, but I don't believe the Edmonton Board is genuine in the reasons given for the policy. Disengagement and low graduation rates are real problems. But the answer is not to "game the stats" by discounting work not done and not including these results in marks. I don't know all the details, but some comment writers on the newspaper blogs have pointed to the funding system in Alberta and suggested that the policy helps schools get additional funding. If this is true, then the policy is perhaps there for ulterior motives. But regardless, the way to address substantive learning issues is not through tinkering with grading policies. It reminds me of the endless debates about semestered versus linear timetables in secondary schools. It is like shifting the deck chairs on the Titanic. Students who are disengaged and unmotivated require intervention. This requires money. Chronic under funding has stretched our school systems to a point where there are no extra hours in anyone's day to really connect with students who need it or to intervene effectively when learning issues arise. How does a teacher reach out to failing students when they teach over 200 per year? How do we address emotional needs with one teacher counselor for every 500 students? How can teachers develop more engaging lessons when they work 60 hour weeks? How can we address special needs when Special Education teachers see them 15 minutes per week? How can students thrive when they live in poverty? Tinkering with grading rules is not the answer, and it can actually be dishonest. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 12:54 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 4 comments: Skinny DipperJune 2, 2012 at 3:05 PM I was probably one of the newspaper commenters who mentioned that the "no-zero" policy is used to keep students at school since schools in many parts of Canada receive funding per student. As an elementary supply teacher who has taught homeroom classes at different times, I can understand having a "no-zero" policy for primary and junior students. Then again, some of the assessment and evaluation is based on observing students. At the intermediate and senior levels, personal observations may be difficult when a teacher must work with 150 to 200 students per week. Teachers in the primary and junior grades work with students to develop their self-regulation and learning skills. At the intermediate and senior levels, the students should be applying their learning skills when working on assignments. They need to understand the importance of completing assignments (or not completing them). Unless a student has an IEP, he/she should be able to complete tasks on time. When I taught students in grades-seven and eight, I did record their non-existent work as zeroes. Some students didn't understand why they were getting 60% averages (mean or modal) when they were completing 80% work. I informed them that they had not handed in some work. If they hand in their work, I would assess and evaluate it. Most teachers are flexible with the marking of assignments. They may give a student who has been sick for a week or two an exemption from completing an assignment or two so long as the student is able to demonstrate knowledge of the curriculum in other ways. Teachers will bump up that 69% to 70% on a report card. For some students, I did adjust their marks upward if I felt that they showed improvement that could not be calculated based on statistical information alone. I do think that "zeroes" are necessary for older students who fail to hand-in assignments without a valid reason. They need to understand the rewards of completing an assignment and the consequences for not doing so.ReplyDelete LorneJune 2, 2012 at 5:58 PM A retired teacher, I offered my thoughts on the Edmonton situation on my politics blog. If you are interested, here is the link:http://politicsanditsdiscontents.blogspot.ca/2012/05/erosion-of-educational-integrity.htmlReplyDelete miner49erJune 6, 2012 at 9:51 PM Deadlines are important. In a well planned course, the concepts scaffold on each other from assignment to assignment. If a student hasn't completed an assignment on time, he may not have rehearsed the concept well enough to be ready to move on to the next concept. This slows the pace of learning. In the current system, where class sizes are growing, it becomes impossible for a teacher to teach according to the individual pacing of each student. When students know that deadlines are loose, even the most capable students will procrastinate. And before anyone says that education is not for the convenience of the teacher, let me remind you that every aspect of our society has office hours, including medical clinics, passport offices, banks, law courts, victim services, churches, funeral homes, hospitals, government legislatures, and grocery stores. To say that schools should be different is absurd. And teachers themselves are subject to deadlines that won't wait for students to get their work done.ReplyDelete PhysicsfuntimeJune 11, 2012 at 9:34 PM In this Saturday's paper, the Times Colonist had a lengthy piece on this topic. I wrote a condensed version of the following to the Editor on Sunday: This is my experience with "no zeros" and "no lates"--basically adopting a model of assessment that does not incorporate one’s work habits. A.k.a: Assessment for Learning For my below average students, this model worked extremely well. It kept them in my courses (Math and Physics) for longer; I had way fewer drop outs. They may not have been learning the prescribed learning outcomes, but they were learning something and by attending for the duration, I do believe that they were better served in the long run. In the two years that I adopted this model, however, I saw an overall drop in class averages and a higher increase in stress and anxiety, especially with my high achieving students. Why? Students (as do adults) naturally procrastinate. In the absence of deadlines, work was put off and retests accumulated. At report card time, it was not uncommon to have students catching up on weeks of work in a very short period of time. Some students would have a retest planned for each day of the week, in the final week of class. I polled my students and it was virtually unanimous from them that THEY WANTED MORE STRUCTURE. Again, I teach mostly post-secondary bound students. These are the movers and the shakers of the school both academically and through leadership. When I brought back deadlines, zeros and limitations on the number of permitted retests, I was thanked!! My averages went back up to before; students are distributing their time better. I believe that the problem with what is being discussed here is that it seems that people are assuming that all students need to be treated the same way. They don’t. Some need zeroes; others do not. Everyone is going to thrive under their own terms. Treating students fairly does not mean that we should be treating them equally. ...I originally wrote this on a teacher's blog who is a very active proponent of not giving zeros. His response was to comment that assignments that are boring and irrelevant need to be threatened with the mark of zero in order to motivate students. Needless to say, I am a wee bit offended! My lessons are a lot of things... Boring and irrelevant are not two of them.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ▼  June (9) Will the NDP be better for teachers? More reasons for a "no" vote Attn: BCTF - Why I will be voting no School choice and special needs Why did Scott Walker win? Personalized learning, choice, and democracy Solidarity with Quebec students Why seniority matters Is "no zeros" just gaming the stats? ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2014/09/tentative-agreement-yes-or-no.html?showComment0751410966120699,Staffroom Confidential: Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, September 16, 2014 Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Despite what I know was a herculean effort on the part of our bargaining team, I very much hope that BC teachers will vote no to the tentative agreement. After five weeks of strike, and twelve years of legal battles, this is not the deal that will restore sanity to public education and it is not a fair deal for teachers and students. Just as teachers in Saskatchewan rejected a deal to ensure a better outcome, I hope BC teachers will consider a no vote to let our team know we have to go back to the bargaining table. Class size, composition The agreement provided a modified LIF fund starting at $75 million per year and increasing to $85 by the last year. It is for teachers only, which will mean a slight improvement in Districts where sizeable portions were spent on Education Assistants or senior District staff rather than teachers. However, in an average size District like Victoria (20,000 students, 1,000 teachers), this will translate into about 5-10 more teachers. That is one for every five schools. To put it in comparison, Justice Griffin's judgement estimated the lost funding due to lost class size language at about $330 million in current dollars. (Read more here about the proposed Education Fund.) I heard so many teachers speak up about the need to ensure that we do not return to over-crowded classes when the strike ends. This agreement does very little to alleviate what is the most pressing issue. Throwing away the court victory The agreement provides a "reopener" in the event we win on appeal our class size language. What this means is that the language returns, but is not implemented until new language is negotiated. Without the actual implementation of the returned language, there will be very little incentive for the government to bargain it back. We would essentially be back in the very same position we are in today, with government trying to bargain it out and us trying to bargain it back in. In my opinion, even if we were legislated back to work we would be in a superior position. If we won the appeal the government would then be forced to implement the language. We are thus throwing away our historic court victory and the bargaining pressure it potentially creates. The reopener is really only mildly less offensive than E80. In both cases, we have to bargain back what was illegally taken from our contract and the government will probably never have to restore it. In fact, the "reopener" creates the perfect opportunity for government to lock us out to try and force us to agree to something far inferior. Throwing away the remedy for the last twelve years The agreement provides $105 million to compensate for grievances over-sized classes for the last twelve years. Using Justice Griffin's estimates, our loss is roughly $300 million times 12 = over $3 billion. I cannot fathom how $105 million is a fair compromise. The BCTF's original proposal to put this money back into the system was a more fair and productive approach. This agreement means we can no longer go to the courts for a fair remedy. Wages The agreement is very close to government's original offer. While I would be willing to accept this if the class size language was returned, teachers should not be taking such a significant monetary loss without the commensurate gain in working conditions. We have lost roughly 12% of our annual salary. We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut. Minimal improvements There are very minimal improvements in preparation time for elementary teachers (10 minutes per week), and TTOC daily rate. The TTOC daily rate change may depend on your grid placement. It could actually be a wage loss for long term TTOCs who are above category 5 and step 7. There is also $11 million in health and dental benefits. At 40,000 members, this is $275 each. Hardly worth consideration in the context of the rest of the agreement. What next? There are a variety of options if we vote no. We can continue the strike. We can choose to return to work and continue bargaining. We do not, and should not, accept an agreement that doesn't meet our needs and doesn't meet the needs of students and public education. When Saskatchewan teachers rejected the first deal which had 5.5% wage increases over four years, the second deal had 7.3% increases over four years. They have said this still isn't good enough. For us, our main issue is classroom conditions. We need to say this isn't good enough. The way to do that is to vote no. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 7:48 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 124 comments: Troy MooreSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:17 PM The EC recommendation states the open clause will be argued from restored language. However, selling our grievances for nothing as the 105 million is strike savings, is plenty of reason to vote no. Further, no composition caps, but a fund controlled by Superintendents is enough reason to vote no. Thursday I will vote no.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:06 PM Re-opener also says "education fund" in place until new language bargained, so old language can disappear forever.Delete Reply Mme RousseauSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:33 PM Government starved us to death hoping we'd vote yes to whatever deal they'd offer. Planned it from the start.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:07 PM We can sill choose (collectively) to return to work if we reject this deal. Many options.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:09 PM Great analysis, Tara! I think that returning to work would be a bad idea. This will frustrate parents more if they need to find new ways to deal with taking care fo kids. USe the money given to you by the other unions. I am a teacher who had to quit for stress over the terrible condition of work (split FI grade 4/5, several low LD kids with little support, one severe with no support, 2 gifted (no support), and a principal who expected me to teach 2 separate social studies AND science programs)Delete Reply Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:56 PM Good points by all but the gov't succeeded in starving my family out and completly breaking us. I will be voting YES and live to fight another dayReplyDelete Replies schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:21 PM 'Fight another day'? In the last twelve years that we have been pushing back against this government, never has the tide tide been so much with teachers, class size/composition, and public education - and never has the government been pushed back onto the ropes (especially with the call for binding arbitration). What 'other day' is being proposed that we wait for? Now is the time. Vote 'no' and give the BCTF bargaining team a renewed mandate to get a decent deal for students and teachers.Delete Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:10 PM "Another day" means to wake up and realize that 2more weeks means my family of 5 could lose our home. It means I will do all I can to recall Cc, Factbender, and other mla's, and maybe even having "a guy I know" have a chat with them. In year 1 of their reign, I don't believe they even know what "the ropes" are. I will vote YES ...for my family, and I can live with thatDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:12 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply Karen FergusonSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:03 PM Just a question: When the Saskatchewan teachers voted no, had they already been on strike for 5 weeks?ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM No. They are working with no contract. They are not on strike.Delete Shannon DavisSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:23 AM I am a Saskatchewan teacher. We are not on strike; we are currently in the conciliation process after voting "no" to 2 previous offersDelete Reply "Mama Rose"September 16, 2014 at 9:27 PM Can we truly return to work without agreeing and continue bargaining? When I suggested returning to work a few weeks ago, the answer was "being on strike puts pressure on the gov't and without pressure they have no reason to settle." And can you explain more how legislating us back would be better than agreeing to this deal? And finally, why would the BCTF executive put forward a deal that was not a good one?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:30 PM Because they need confirmation of the resolve of the membership to get something better. That is what a no vote does.Delete Reply Troylana MSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:28 PM some great points to ponder, tara......thinking thinking....ReplyDelete schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:43 PM If we vote 'no' to the tentative deal we still have options: We'd not have a contract. But we could... a) strike with full picket lines b) partially strike with phase 1 (work-to-rule) in schools c) partially strike with periodic/rotating job action d) continue negotiating e) return to work and re-escalate strike f) some/all of the above ReplyDelete Replies Caroline MackenzieSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:21 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:14 PM a) will expedite matters (I say less that 3 days)Delete Reply danabjornsonSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:05 PM I am thinking that a legislated, crappier contract would only be in effect for 2 years max (before elections...). If we take this offer, then we will be agreeing to this pseudo-E80. Should we win the court case (which we likely will), we will have to settle on the terms of the THIS negotiated contract which doesn't actually restore learning conditions; it simply allows for those conditions to be negotiated. If we say n, then we default to the 2002 contract, which DOES restore the language. A "yes" vote is saying that we are good on "crumbs"; a "no" vote is saying we want an actual meal. That's my understanding, anyway. Please correct me where I am wrong, Tara. :)ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:44 PM And word is IF they legislate, they could opt to legislate back Grade 10-12 only causing the union to have to lay off all teachers and re-hire based on seniority. That will tear the union at the seams pitting teacher against teacher for those positions. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:17 PM There will be a general strike if that were to happen! They better not do this. They will regret it.Delete Reply imaginefunlearningSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:09 PM Some good points on the background of our fight over the past 12 years, which I have been actively engaged in; however we need to recognize the climate we are in. We are not in Sask. people! We have just come through a very long summer!! We need to thank our @bctf bargaining team & recognize the toll this has taken on all of us & our families. I don't have the luxury of more time on the strike line. This may be as good as it gets. Let's read the agreement and consider getting back to work and making some $ again! That's my 2 cents worth, which would come in really handy right now!!!ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:18 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply RobSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:11 PM Go back in work to rule mode. Work this winter to recall every Liberal MLA. ThAt is the only way to apply pressure to these criminals. ReplyDelete Replies Kate RestonSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:03 PM Recall! Not sure who won the battle but the war is still onDelete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:14 AM Well said Kate... I agree 100%Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:20 PM I think say NO and a better deal will be done in less than 3 days. These guys are not criminals, they are lower than that. I bet they get a sick pleasure in hurting the kids and the teachers.Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:31 PM An official recall is in the works: https://www.facebook.com/groups/316129595235450/?fref=ts Please consider joining.Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:26 AM Leah - do you honestly think anyone who voted BC Liberal did so thinking that they would act any differently on the education file?Delete Reply JJSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:16 PM I am glad to see other members who share my views. I am outraged at a 1.2 percent "raise" in salary per year that doesn't even meet inflation of currently 2%. I feel used and abused.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:23 PM Not to mention all of the other pittance! I am actually surprised that Iker asked teachers to vote on this! Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:18 PM Hi Tara Thanks for the summary! Will we be able to vote NO to the deal, but vote YES to returning to work? Will there be three options when we vote Thursday? Why did the BCTF agree to a substandard deal for us? If we vote no to a deal that was recommended to us, the teachers look like the bad guys and public approval will plummet. I am very disappointed and frustratedReplyDelete Replies KataSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:12 AM Public approval will not necessarily plummet. I have seen strikes where the membership has voted against the executive's "best results to date", and ended up with a better offer. This offer is an insult. The $300 million will not bring funding to the national average (I believe). More importantly, the wage offer is half of the average wage increase for public and private workers (StatsCan). Delete Reply MontySeptember 16, 2014 at 10:19 PM Thank you, Tara. My thoughts too, more clearly expressed. As well, Thursday is too soon to vote, too soon to vote, too soon to vote........ReplyDelete Richard ChalkeSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:21 PM Vote no and lose every shred of public support...just sayin!ReplyDelete Replies UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:31 AM I am a member of the public and would support a "no" vote. js!.Delete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:01 AM Richard Chalke, NO you won't! I am a mother with 3 adopted special needs children who need to be in a class that is designed for them and others like them (my kids are academically slightly delayed but their issues are more social and behavioural) where they can receive the education they deserve taught in a way they can comprehend. I will speak now for all the parents I know, and we will support the teacher's if they continue to fight for our children's best interest.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:28 PM It might not be pretty at first, but once we explain things (and I hope the Mandarin-speaking teachers flood the Richmond organization that voiced their concerns), they will back us. The 3 billions that the judge came to is the first I hear about. This should be stated to every newsmedia comment section in the province. Minimize pickets and flood those outlets with commenters, just like the Liberals do. Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:45 PM I am a member of the public and a single Mother of a child in the public school system. You will NOT lose one bit of my support if you vote no. I know that you are sacrificing so that my child can have a better education, and I am most grateful for it. Having said that, I also know that you are exhausted and broke. I have been dreading that you may have to settle for less than what you (we) deserve because the government succeeded in breaking you. I am not in your shoes, so cannot judge. If the vote is a yes, I understand and I am still behind you. Delete Reply Alison RocheSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:25 PM It is a crap deal. It's always a crap deal. Once you raise the stakes to striking, anything else is a cave in. The last time we walked out was the 3 day illegal strike where I threw away 1200$ and got EXACTLY the same contract I had the year before. The BCTF called it a win because they didn't rip up MORE of my contract. Ridiculous. There are a few of us that believe that working to contract, doing 100% of your teaching job and nothing more (like paying for supplies out of your own pocket or EC) is the only way teachers will survive this government. What if they get re-elected again? Then what? Teachers have lost thousands to these clowns to make "statements" about the state of public education in this province. We can't keep sacrificing ourselves and our families. And in the meantime, you talk to parents about why you have to take this crappy road. Because up until this strike they mostly didn't care about the state of education, but god forbid you didn't run a Sports Day. Then suddenly they wanted to know what the hell was going on. Keep the conversation going in schools. Attend your PAC meetings and stop enabling this govt to underfund and overwork the system. And still get paid!ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:20 AM I am very excited at the prospect of returning to my beloved job on Friday. However I will NOT continue to put my personal money into my classroom and I will be seriously reconsidering my involvement in extra curriculars. I think we shoot ourselves in the foot with all the unpaid work we so willingly volunteer to do. Delete Reply FCSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:38 PM I heard a rumour last week from a loose lipped government insider that after the 22nd, depending on the outcome of the negotiations the Liberals were going to announce a 3 step process. I was not clear if this was based on 3 steps to resolve the strike (perhaps the 3rd step is legislation??) or 3 steps to overhaul the education system, either way, they will settle it outright. I wish you all luck and all the information that you need to make a sound decision of what you feel is best.ReplyDelete Replies Lisa BurrowsSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:53 PM I have heard similar rumours. On the 23rd, the gov. was planning on introducing a $6000 per year voucher system for 3 choices: an academic or trades program, or something called EducationCanada. Not clear whether their intention was to privatize the public system, de-certify teachers and hire them back under new wage/benefits. Not clear where these rumours originated from. Maybe fear tactics to get teachers to vote yes. In any event, I plan on voting yes. I signed up to be a teacher, not a martyr. This strike has cost us a lot. We need to regain our livelihood and hopefully continue the conversation about class composition. We have at least awakened many people to the issue, and the court case is still an avenue that could eventually improve teaching and learning conditions.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:33 PM I urge all teachers to fight and say NO to this deal. Retired teacher who had to retire because horrendous work conditions. Make me proud. They will not last long if you say NO! I know this is tough, but there is money and I hear that Van City does offer loan at low to 0 %. Banks do allow you to miss a mortgage payment. Go talki to your banker.Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM Will school districts require teachers to make up missed days, as suggested in the media? Will the school calendar be changing to make up for the missed three weeks and if so will we be made aware of those changes PRIOR to the vote? ReplyDelete KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:41 PM "Wages..... We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut." And that is the cost of going on strike!!! There is nothing that can be done about that. You cannot go on strike and put up the raise you want every week to compensate for your time on strike - it doesn't work that way.ReplyDelete Replies Drew StevensonSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:59 AM I believe the missing "..." Suggests that they meant to refer to the losses against inflation since the last wage step increase. Thus this contract does not allow us to recover the buying power lost to inflation since the last non contract or "0%" year. Add those up and compare against the proposed increase and you see that by the end of the contract, we won't be able to afford the same value of goods (loaves of bread, watts of energy, litres of gas) that we could at the end of the last contracts term. It was not a comment about wages that were lost in the strike. Those are really small potatoes when compared to the grinding power of inflation over years and years. The next contract will use this latest for a bench mark so these losses to inflation will grind at all teachers for as long as they teach. A death of a thousand cuts to our ability to afford basic goods and services. Any raise less than inflation is a cut to the value placed on us and on our ability to pay our bills. Delete Reply Ed SSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:09 PM Having lost $20,000 (including summer school wages) as the single income for a family of five is far too much; I will be voting YES to the deal, unless the independently wealthy teachers out there who wish to continue the strike will pay my bills and mortgage for me.ReplyDelete Replies Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:14 PM I feel ya. Yes for meDelete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:18 AM Ed S. With all due respect (and I mean that), how did you lose $20,000 in the strike? Teachers were out 2 weeks (all out) before they were supposed to be in June, and now 3 weeks for the start of school? It is my understanding that teachers don't get paid through the summer months. Please correct me if I'm wrong, wherever I'm wrong. Shouldn't you have been financially alright for the summer months at least? Also all teachers knew this strike had a possibility of extending into the new school year but no one teacher budgeted for this possibility? I'm truly just trying to get a clear picture of where this all stems. NO disrespect intended.Delete BlairSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:12 AM Kelly, not Ed but if you look at the numbers there was the 10% lockout haircut in May/June plus the loss of most of June and the loss of much of September. In our 1 teacher (1 non) household we calculated a $9 K - $10 K loss so far. If you add summer school earnings you can easily make the loss in the $20 k zone. As for budgeting, we budget for the summer, but did not expect the 10% haircut, nor the loss of June/Sept days which completely messed our budgeting calculations. A very good friend (single teaching mother) was crushed by the loss of the June income and is without a penny today.Delete Mr. SmoothSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:35 PM The only one who didn't get a haircut was Jim Iker... and he needs one more than anyone else. What's with that over-coiffed 70"s mullet Jim? Does wonders for the BCTF brand image!Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:55 PM Jim's hair is not open for discussion in a respectful space like this. As for his salary, he is a teacher who does not get paid when we are on strike.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:04 PM Totally agree!Delete Reply Mr. GSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:24 PM If I thought they could do any better I would agree with voting NO, but you have to be realistic. The BCTF does not use professionals to bargain and always ends up with much less than they promise the membership when asking for a strike vote. While this is not a great deal for teachers, I really think you're fooling yourself if you think it'll get any better.ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:02 AM BCTF needs to be replaced with younger more adept representatives and advocates. Also, we should be hiring professional contract negotiators - you don't go into battle with cut throat corporate types with a wooden knife. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:37 PM This is BAD deal! Say NO to it and show those (expletives) that we will not take it anymore! Come on! Show them that teachers have a spine! They will respect us, oddly!Delete Reply retaSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:51 PM I agree with Richard. Those in the public that are uniformed would be furious, and there are many teachers who just can't afford to use their wages as their voice any longer - too much has already been donated to the government. In my opinion, the deal is pretty lame. I am sitting on the fence.ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:24 AM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:26 AM So true!!! I cannot afford to fight this battle for public education any longer. Why is this my personal and professional obligation??? However I think this deal is weak weak weak. I also think its the best we are going to get. Ideologically I'm on the fence but my wallet will vote YES.Delete Reply SirThinksToo MuchSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:54 PM My wife and I will be voting "Yes" on Thursday for it is the middle path. The easy path would have been for us to go back to school with E-80 & E-81 over our heads. The difficult path would be for us to vote "No" and put our mortgage at risk and having to continue asking retired parents for handouts to feed a family with three kids. The middle path is the wisest choice for us considering the current political climate in which those who do not teach are the quickest to judge it harshly.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:41 PM I understand that this is really tough for you! I almost died teaching a few month ago. I had to quit. Please consider holding on and say no. Remember the short loss in salary will be offset in the LONG-RUn by better salary increase. This is a joke! They will be laughing at you even more if we accept this. This is a very bad deal! However, I do respect your position!Delete Reply DaleSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:16 AM Why would classroom conditions be better on October 9th after being legislated back? We have been outplayed because of our stubborn refusal to outdated, tired old tactics. It is because of these actions that have led us to this terrible deal. Time to reset, regroup and stock up for the long haul. Can't do it if half the members commit hara kiri on themselves. We are a union of professionals not a cult. ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:49 AM Could not agree more.Delete schreck!September 17, 2014 at 9:44 AM Could you please advise which tactics you believe could have been used to secure a superior deal?Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:47 AM Full disclosure: I'm a BC Liberal supporter. The only people who would benefit from a NO vote are the BC Liberals. Teachers would be bargaining with no leverage whatsoever and would be viewed by a large segment of the population as unreasonable. The BC Liberals then get portray themselves as the only party capable of dealing with the BCTF. schreck! says that the BCTF has the government on the ropes, but he couldn't be farther from the truth. The government wants people to view the BCTF as their primary opponent. Disputes like this just shore up the BC Liberal base and protect its right flank. Any half-baked recall campaign will only reinforce that. It's true teachers aren't going to recoup the lost wages from the strike. I would suggest to you that that means this job action was probably not in teachers' interests, especially without any sort of appreciable strike fund. This is the best deal teachers were ever going to get with this government and people should have been able to recognize that in June. If you want my advice (which you probably don't), it would be to spend the next 5 years building up a strike fund, electing better leaders, and hiring a professional negotiating team. Don't bring a knife to a gunfight and expect things to go well. Focus on getting the best deal you can from whoever the government is rather than trying to change the government, the HST, Kinder Morgan or a thousand different issues that distract from education and erode the union's finances further. You'd be doing yourself a favour, and probably doing the NDP a favour at the same time. Also, if schreck! is David Schreck, you can thank his opposition to STV for the last two BC Liberal majorities. I know I do.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:11 PM One step would be to stop making political contributions to the NDP. This only contributes to the childish animosity and lack of trust that has constantly characterized negotiations. How else can the Socreds/Liberals view teachers except as enemies when they so publicly support their opponents. This stupid confrontational immature approach has to STOP!!!!! Education should not be a political fight when it is so obviously a valuable benefit to our society. It was an NDP government that legislated teachers back to work in 1993. Stop making education a political fight.Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:10 PM I don't think they have to go that far. CUPE and the Nurses still contribute to the NDP yet they don't have the same acrimonious relationship. CUPE and the Nurses just make their members their priority, and broader advocacy second.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:55 PM Ryan (possibly a Liberal paid commenter), with all due respect, I disagree with you. The cumulative increase in lieu of this will be better. Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can. I say to Iker, ask for 6% over 3 years because these people love to play the 15% over 15 year game to make it so big on the surface. Some people think that this is 15% every year. Believe me! I have seen it in comment sections. Others believe that the 15% is too high not understanding that they must divide things over the duration of the contract. It is time that we play it smarter. It is time to put the foot down and ask for money given to us by other unions, if it is needed. Banks can accept one late mortgage payment. It would be suicidal for them to not help. Imagine the possible damage if that ever leaks out. They could lose a lot in teacher money. I for one would pull my money out of a bank in support! Teachers are going to show this government that we have a spine! Enough is enough! Aren't you tired of being treated like kids? (Retired teacher who almost died in a car accident because of work conditions that were horrendous. I had to quit.)Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 AM Not paid by the BC Liberals. I pay them actually... :/ I imagine astroturfers of any affiliation wouldn't disclose their bias. "Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can." How did that work in May 2013? If the teachers reject a contract that their own union endorsed, it will make teachers seem unreasonable. Whether that perception is true or fair is irrelevant. It's what will happen, and teachers will be weaker as a result. Take my advice. Build up a strike fund and focus on the internal governance of the BCTF for the next 6 years. You'll be better off for it. Or not. I don't mind you or others making it easier for the party I support to get elected. I'd just rather not see kids and teachers hurt in the process.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:37 AM Ah! The "don't-hurt-kids" card, hey, when you have underfunded education for 12 years! WOW! That takes the cake! Are your trolling? Oh! You are serious? :) Would you be surprised if I don't follow your advice, considering your lack of logic? Would you be surprised if others don't follow your advice? It is ttue that bullies like you and your ilks love to show who is the boss, who is the teacher now! I suspect that is at the root of the problem! No one wants to fail in school! No one wants to get the strap! Sad that today's teachers don't like it too! But, who cares, we are ... teachers! We deserve it! BAH! BAH! BAH!Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:22 PM That's fine. I look forward to another 16 years of BC Liberal government.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:41 PM 16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate! Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan! Sociopaths do that!Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 9:35 AM "16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate!" 16 years of our opponents still don't understand why they lost. Like I said, that's fine with me. If I said the Liberals would be in power for at least another 13 years back in 2004 you probably would have laughed too. Heck, if I told you on May 13 last year that the BC Liberals would be reelected on May 14 you'd probably have laughed too. And you were wrong. Why is that? Answer that question if you want the NDP to win the next election. Without a correct answer to it, the NDP's cause is hopeless. "Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan!" You feel they are flawed, and that's fine. I don't go around calling people who disagree with me sociopaths, nor do I accuse them of being paid shills. But I also don't feel much need to address your ad hominems. There are logical arguments to support your position, but argumentum ad hominem is not one of them. It's a textbook logical fallacy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 1:15 PM Ah! Now I get it! It is all ego-based! You think because you voted the winning party that you are a winner and we are losers! You think because you predicted that the Liberals would win, you are winner. That does not make YOU a winner or the Liberals! It is called DEMOGRAPHICS, you expletives. The baby boomers are getting old and because they have more assets and won't make a whole lot more for too long, they need to vote a govn't who is going to do just that! It is not rocket science! WOW! You think you are so superior when your party stole an election with 47% of the popular vote. That's not a majority and your party should not have been elected. BTW, did you delete from your ethical memory the words Ethnic voting scandal? The field is slanted and you know it. However, you are so willing to minimize, forget the scams and bad fairplay tactics like a sociopath is allowed to minimize or ignore his or victims emotions that you don't see that you are the loser, we are the victim of your constant bullying. 1% wage increases after years of 0% increases and you can justify that when Yahoo reports that the average Canadian can hope to get 2.5% this and next year: https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html You Liberals behave like fascists, but we can't call you that because that's not allowed! Well! Guess what? It is and you are. Live with it! You keep on dreaming you are a genius! :) I am retired, getting soon a nice pension, and laughing at you from a beach somewhere! AHAHA! Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 2:14 PM What's with the name calling Peter? For someone claiming to be retired you really don't show the wisdom of age. For someone who talks about logic, you use logical fallacies like ad hominems a lot too. It's a fair point that the BC Liberals didn't get a majority of the vote (and I'm a very big supporter of electoral reform). The BC Liberals + Conservatives did though, and I don't think it's realistic to expect the BC Conservatives to have been more generous had they been part of government. Last time I checked I just voted. I didn't "victimize" anyone. Perhaps your rage is misplaced. If you think the election was "stolen" I'm afraid I have to question your grasp on reality though. "Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?" I'm glad you'll have a pleasant retirement Peter. I have no ill will towards you. I'm not sure why you think I do. I'm not saying people were *right* to vote BC Liberal. That's a matter of opinion. All I'm saying is people *did* vote BC Liberal. More voted BC Liberal than BC NDP for the last 5 elections in a row actually. You need to understand why that happened in order to change it for the next election. Clearly you're not interested in that though. Which is fair enough. Just remember next time you're upset about something the BC Liberals do that your lack of interest is part of why the BC Liberals get elected at all.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 3:23 PM I love your culture --or the lack of thereof! Guess what, stop thinking averybody is white and must follow your little rules. Namecalling? Sociopath? Whaaaat? And, what if you are? Still can't call you that? :) You fascist right-wingers are big on censorship! I just don't like you giving us lessons on how to get the NDP in. As stated, people are voting right of the NDP because it is a matter of demographics and a little ethnic vote buying on the side. The rest is mumbo jombo. Yes, of course, they will have to go on strike in the future and yes they will have to build a strike fund. The Liberals stole that from the BCTF too! And, you wonder why I don't have any respect for them? Yes, electoral reform is needed! We agree!Delete Reply JJ GeorgeSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:46 AM As a parent, I support the teachers and respect whether they choose to vote yes or no. However I noticed a discrepancy here from other information I've read regarding prep time for elementary teachers. Here it states minimal improvement to prep time - only 10 minutes per week being added. Elsewhere I read that it is 100 minutes per week for prep, increasing by an additional 10 minutes in the final year. That is a significant difference, and worth noting. Or have I completely misunderstood?ReplyDelete Replies Anne-MarieSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:59 AM Elementary teachers currently have 90 minutes of preparation time per week so an increase to 100 minutes per week is only gaining 10 minutes. In other provinces and some private schools they have as much as 45 minutes of prep time per day.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:56 PM Thank you for inquiring!Delete DW ZSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:57 PM You're right JJ George. There is a significant difference around the province regarding preparation times. In my district elementary teachers currently get 100 minutes of prep time. This new proposal is useless to me. I'll have to wait 6 years to gain an extra 10 minutes. Delete Reply UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:11 AM Almost nobody gets cost of living adjustments. Also inflation is NOT 2%. Do some research and look at the CPI for BC over the last 24 months. The average over the last 2 years is 0.7%, not 2%. The CPI changes every month so you cant just look at the highest month and declare that THE inflation rate. Check out the 12 month averages document for the actual numbers. http://www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/StatisticsBySubject/Economy/ConsumerPriceIndex.aspx All that being said I support the teachers. if you think this is a bad deal as a parent my dream would be for the teachers to vote no but continue bargaining because I do think the kids need to be in school and I do fear that the teachers will lose all support if the strike continues. All I ask as a parent is that you do your own research and try not to be swayed by all the opinions. ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:01 AM Inflation for August was 2.1% (http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/economy/cpi-report-expected-to-reveal-rise-in-canadas-core-inflation-rate/article20593943/). The CPI is a year-over-year calculation.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:43 AM Inflation should be looked at as a yearly average, not an individual month.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:34 PM The lawyers do not believe we have compromised our court deal. Our leadership would not have sold us out. We dodged a bullet. The Premier had something loaded even if we are not sure what it was. The idea that we could simply return to work is not guaranteed. I think a no vote could easily lead to the Liberals locking us out again because the Premier wants to crush us and she will use any excuse. She did not want to take the advice of her people and do this deal. I am certain a plan for drastic action (where we have to take the concessions they had planned) or worse - was in place. We can't guarantee the press will do any better job explaining the complexities should we say no. They rarely sided with us in markets outside of Vancouver where people are more political and they often misled or allowed others to mislead. They are not helping and would sensationalize. This would see dissolution of support very quickly - especially if we asked for wages. (Though admittedly it angers me that we can't ask for wages without being accused of being greedy when that is what most bargaining units do). But we have argued this is about kids and while this is not ideal - it is better to have teachers than not. The deal does suck in that it does not bring us to par - but this fight needs to be won with a strategy that is political and capacity will do that in another round. We have some support - but it is limited to the choir. We need to have the pews too. We need to build that capacity while working and continue to find allies because the fight is bigger than most people want to consider. This is about ideology and about privatization. Education always was political but never more so than now and we have to fight this party or the conservatives who would do the same or worse. No teacher who is responsible can ignore the politics any longer. That is simply the truth. If you work in the system you better get informed and you better be prepared to fight until retirement for the system. That said, I want to ask the same question others are asking: Why is this the job of 42,000 teachers and not the job of all citizens who want equality to fight for this right? It is time (while the conversation is still on-going and up to and including election night) for us to guide the public where we can but mainly play our part by not propping the system up. Make poverty known. Make noise about shortfalls, ask questions (in the media or in board offices ) about who is going to fix it instead of paying ourselves, volunteer some but wait for the pubic to step up so they see what schools lack. I hate the deal too. But I trust Vince Ready and Iker and I don't think we could have done better right now. I think we dodged a bullet because I have read everything this government has put out and followed the trail. They plan to privatize and they are just looking for the route. Voting YES for now does not mean we are giving up. It does not mean a win in the way we wanted but we have won a battle that will lead to us winning the war. If we don't rest up and stock up we might not get there.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:57 PM Well, if it is bigger than just this battle, then we will need ALL the unions to strike if they do indeed use drastic (draconian) measures. I say it is time for ALL of the unions to call a general strike. I guarantee that they will not like that one bit. What will they do then? Call the army? :) People in Europe, at the end of the 19th century stood up in mines. General strikes do occur in Europe and have. If you think you had it tough, think of them who stood tall for US in tougher times and conditions. Make sacrifices. Sell furniture. Tutor on the side. Ask for the BCTF money. Ask your banker to help. As friends and relatives. If we say NO, it won't last long. If they legislate us back, let's call a general province-wide strike of all unions. Delete Reply Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:47 AM Between CC's smug smile as she celebrates slaughtered teachers and Jim Iker's goofy grin - seemingly unaware that he has been a willing puppet, I am thoroughly disgusted. Over the next 5 years, teachers will be in an increasingly bad situation financially, classrooms will continue to be too large and complex with increasing medical, social and environmental issues impacting academic delivery. It could not be less obvious that things will continue to worsen. The Liberals have ensured that BC is rapidly becoming the Canadian Monaco for rich off shore interests and wealthy corporations. Soon the underpaid "workers" will have to be bussed in daily to Vancouver - Asian style. The only recourse is to move to just about any other province and bring in up to $100,000 more over the six years with much less cost of living. So we are bailing, encouraged by friends who have gotten positions in Manitoba and Alberta. My colleagues and I discovered through contacting several school boards across Canada that specialist (special needs and behavioural) and secondary science teachers are in particular demand. I want to work in a professional, respectful environment where the needs of all children are considered a priority and where I feel inspired to do my best. However, I want my vote to reflect the wishes of teachers who will be here over the next 6 (5) years, so very much appreciate your blog and opportunity to read the comments.ReplyDelete Bert SlaterSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:11 AM To vote YES will throw away 12 years of effort, and 2 victories in BC Supreme Court. To vote YES will be to snatch defeat from the jaws of victory. If you vote YES what bargaining power do you think you will have - the government will do nothing, and then what do you think you will do - take job action? PLEASE VOTE NO.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:59 PM Time to show you have a spine!Delete Reply RodSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:06 AM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Cool HandSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 AM Wouldn't a 'No' vote be a vote of no confidence in the BCTF itself?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:02 AM Not at all. It is just a message to the leadership we need to do better. The strength of the union is the members, and we support the leadership by giving them direction through democratic means.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:40 PM I disagree. How else can a recommendation by the EC to vote yes be interpreted? Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:00 PM I am sure people will interpret this both ways, but it is a vote. If it is supposed to be a "Yes", because it might be interpreted one way, then why bother having a vote?Delete Kate TSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:07 AM Yes , it would be. I don't think we could come out much better than this with this government. How will a No obtain that? Christy will be happy, she can declare the BCTF gone and roll out her plan to privatize. Delete Reply David DeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:06 AM A no vote would be a rejection of a the court victories defied by the government and an inadequate deal containing some vague promises that won't meet the needs of teachers or students on class size and other important issues.In Ontario elementary teachers get 200 minutes of prep time per 5 day cycle. I know there is financial hardship, but the union has received close to $2 million in donations from other unions; is there no way of accessing hardship funds? At minimum, vote no and return to work on work to rule with various strike options.ReplyDelete Erica JonesSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:25 AM This article actually makes me so mad. It is NOT better for the kids that they have missed almost all of june and all of september. This is what you signed up for in BC as a teacher. Get on board or GET OUT.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:20 PM Is this really what teachers signed up for? At my high school, each class has about 30 kids, with an average of 17 kids per classroom with an identified learning disability. Our district says that there should be no more than 4 kids per classroom.. How do you expect non-specialist teachers to help each student when over half of them require more resources because of a learning disability? Furthermore, are you generalizing the "better-ness" to all the kids in BC? Because I don't think that it would be better if kids went back considering the learning environment isn't up to par. There are barely any Education Assistants, and support teachers for the multitude of children who need them. While I recognize and appreciate your enthusiasm for education, please realize that the public school system isn't a daycare. Also, please think about your words and the learning environment prior to speaking out. By the way, we're not an autocracy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:08 PM I can understand your frustration! Understand mine! I almost died at 7:30 pm one night returning from teaching a FI split class with several students who did not get enough support or no support at all. The principal expressed to me that he expected me to teach 2 different social studies programs and 2 different science programs. ANYONE I talked to knows that this is impossible to do, especially in French Immersion when kids get no support at home and books are often too hard for students to read. I had to quit my job. I did it for me and did it for the kids. I was like a surgeon who is asked to operate on 5 patients with an old scalpel with 2 inexperienced nurses. Predictably, 4 patients would die and I would be reprimanded! Teachers are put in terrible conditions and kids too. I hope you have the openmind to consider the reality of this honest personal anecdote. I also wish you to understand that this is likely not an isolated incident. What will it take? A kid to commit suicide because he or she is not getitng enough support?Delete Reply hilarySeptember 17, 2014 at 10:29 AM It is incorrect to equate lost funding with what the teachers would have received in grievances. The two are not equivalent. The starting position of the BCTF was $225M, so they never expected $3B to resolve grievances. I'm also interested to know where you get your figures on overcrowded classrooms. A recent Globe and Mail article says that classrooms are, on average, smaller than the caps set in 2002.ReplyDelete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:36 AM The signing bonus should be roughly $2500 each: 105 million divided by 41 thousand.ReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:53 AM It is not that simple. The $105 million is to be allocated by the union. The term "signing bonus" has been crossed off on the signed document. Some of that money may be used to pay union debts. Don't know this but clarification would be useful.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:16 PM Just quoting from the CBC news website, "And finally there are details of $105-million fund to settle grievances stemming from the ongoing court case. The BCTF says that money will be given out as a signing bonus, with specific amount yet to be determined."Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:34 AM I think it would be smart to put at least part of it into your strike fund.Delete Reply WheelsSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:55 AM If the money is used as a signing bonus, it should be based on FTEReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:12 PM Yes I am sure it will be based on FTE. The question is how much of the $105 Million is actually distributed. This is up to the union, and I am told that it is yet to be decided.Delete GuruSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:44 PM And don't forget all the retired teachers who are entitled to a share of it.Delete Reply Geoff OrmeSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:18 PM In another discussion of this someone suggested that under BC Labour Law a no vote means rejection of the proposed deal, and that means the strike continues until either: - the union in question elects to stand down - another tentative deal is presented or - the government imposes a legislated contract. I think the last of these is the most likely, and I believe the legislated contract would be draconian and brutal. What do you think, Tara? Also, I would appreciate your thoughts on Sandy Garossino's comments at https://storify.com/Garossino/should-teachers-accept-the-contractReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:14 PM If this is so, in a few month (likely a couple of years), teachers will win so much more with a Supreme Court judgment! It is possible that the Liberals know that the higher courts are stacked by Liberal judges (that is what happen when judges are chosen, not elected). In any case, a negative settlement (or not a great judgment) will galvinize the public to reform the way the Supreme court judges are being chosen. I doubt that any govn't will want that to happen. A legislated contract will make the LIbs look like sociopaths and dictators.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:47 PM Peter I think you are expecting far too much from the public, many of whom are only paying attention to this matter due to kids being home from school. The public are not remotely this savvy on the political process.Delete Reply IslanderSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:09 PM I am a continuing education teacher. We have it even worse and we are not listened to enough about our poor conditions. Those include no prep time (and we do have to mark and do report cards many times a year sometimes and commonly for 30 students in a class), travelling to different schools with no compensation, and having next to no breaks in between 3 hour classes. I worked for two years with no lunch break and taught 6 hours straight (just 15 min. breaks) to be told, "don't complain since there are others who will do it". We then got 15 min. breaks in between classes. Most of our students are wealthy immigrants, many who try to stay in classes as long as possible since the classes are free. After spending a year in Germany, I realize how better organized it is where the immigrants pay to learn the language on a sliding scale, and have to pay for a student book as well for each class. We do not even have text books, but photocopy so much at tax payers' expense. This is not right. I then teach summer school since we were not on a 12 month continual salary and most of those students are also immigrants (at least 75%). This is also free and it is becoming so common and the new immigrants know this is free babysitting and tutoring. I think one main problem is that we have so many new immigrants in our classes who need ESL like this article states about our inclusion style of education nowadays: http://www.vancouversun.com/life/Shelley+Fralic+trouble+with+schools/10203596/story.html I am honored to be teaching and like my job, but it does get exhausting especially since I need two or three jobs to pay the mortgage that I now no longer have.. back to renting since it all I can afford in this city that has become so expensive. And many don't realize that it is very very difficult to get to full time work as a teacher here. There was a formula that made it take about 10 years to get to f/t (now finally changed). I have been without pay for 3 months, and now had to finally rent a place in anticipation of returning to work, so I have to vote "yes", but please keep the comments coming for what alternatives we have. Maybe we have to just educate the public in a better way than picketing; maybe get out and walk around malls and talk to people and hand out pamphlets on how this liberal government is hurting this. Most Asians (probably just the new who are from such a different system) are already against the teachers since they do not seem to understand what is going on. http://www.vancouversun.com/Business/asia-pacific/Chuck+Chiang+Many+Asian+families+place+blame/10202757/story.htmlReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:17 PM First of all, myn thoughts are with you! I think your ideas about using different strategies is smart. Picketing is not a very good strategy to let people know about things. I think using the membership to flood media comment sections would be more effective. Going to talk to the public might be a good idea along with this, I think. Phone the BCTF and ask for support.Delete Reply Marsha HolleySeptember 17, 2014 at 1:36 PM A teachers wife Vote no you have come to far to back down. It is a -----Y DEAL. ReplyDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:45 PM Ask yourself WHY teachers cannot get 1/2 of the average increase in salary of the private sector? (The Libs will tell you because there are sooooooo many teachers, but I also hear that there are provinces where there is a need for teachers!) TORONTO - A new study says that Canadians, on average, can expect about the same size salary increase next year as in 2014. Human resources consultants Pal Benefits says a survey of 401 organizations, mainly in Ontario, Alberta and British Columbia, projected salary increase for 2015 at an average of 2.79 per cent. That was almost unchanged from the 2.74 per cent average increase projected in last year's survey. Meanwhile, in addition to the average salary increase remaining relatively steady year over year, the survey found that the percentage of employers who plan to freeze salaries appears to have stabilized at eight per cent —in the same percentages as was projected in 2014. Breaking down the numbers further, the survey found the average salary increase anticipated in the engineering, financial services and high technology sectors was three per cent. That compared with an average of 2.5 per cent on the low end for organizations in durable manufacturing. https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.htmlReplyDelete "Mama Rose"September 17, 2014 at 9:12 PM I used to agree with you, Tara, and appreciate you bringing these items to your blog to get us all thinking. But after a very long night and day of research and discussion, I realize I will be voting yes tomorrow. Here is why: I don't care about salary or benefit increases. That is not why I went on strike. I don't care if this tentative deal is not good for teachers. That's not why I went on strike either. For me, the single most important issue is class size and composition. I want to work in a classroom where I have enough time and resources available to me to adequately help all the students I teach. And while it is true that this tentative deal will not change anything in the classrooms right now (or at least most of our classrooms), I realized that we couldn't actually make changes in that area because the issues of cs and c is before the courts. When I made that connection and realized that this round of bargaining was really about a "good enough" agreement regarding wages, then the deal seems, well... good enough. BUT, the best part, is the language the BCTF legal team made around the furture court decision (the re-opener). They have it in writing that if we win the court case (which is likely) and when we have to start bargaining class size and comp again (that is exactly what Justice Susan Griffin said we would have to do) we will be STARTING from the 2002 levels. To make this simple to understand, I explained it to my friends using a number line. With this new language, the BCTF starts the next round of bargaining at say a 50. The government will want us to go to 10 or 15, and we'll compromise and end up maybe 25. But WITHOUT that language, we would have started bargaining at a 10 and only gone down from there. So I do believe it is the best deal possible, it still factors in the biggest issue (from my perspective), we do not lose the important gains of the past, and most importantly, everyone gets to go back to school.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 PM Mam Rose, I appreciate your point of view and your courage. However, let me point out to you and the readers that a decision at the BC supreme court might not turn out the way teachers anticipate. We all know that judges are appointed and who does the appointing? "All justices of the BCSC (including the position of Chief Justice and Associate Chief Justice) are appointed by the federal cabinet, on recommendation of the Minister of Justice. Masters are appointed by the provincial cabinet, on recommendation of the Attorney General in consultation with the Chief Justice." (Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Supreme_Court_of_British_Columbia) Now, I would like to think that all of those people are objective, but they are appointed and we know that there are political appointments. They have a lot of discretion over the laws and judgments. I am willing to bet that the BC Liberals do know this and are betitng the farm (or do they know something we don't know) that the Supreme Courts are stacked against teachers? So, I am not sure if we can count on a WIN if we proceed with the court ruling. I think we would be better to negotiate and negotiate a better deal.Delete Reply retaSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:57 AM Yes...no...yes...no...The last two days have been this. I’ve read so many articles and comments over the past few months and, I can say, I have learned a lot. I know this is not a great deal for teachers right now. I will be voting yes. This is why… 1. The children. Without going into the multiple issues (e.g., grad, post secondary, trades, sports, global education/trips, planned activities, those with varying degrees of special needs, those that need a soft place to land, etc., etc.) the children need to get on with their education. 2. The parents. For many parents, this strike is a financial burden. We do not like to be called baby sitters, but for many living below the poverty line, school is a financial relief. Winter is coming; gas bills will be expensive. 3. Poverty. Remember, BC has the highest child poverty rate in Canada. Schools feed and clothe numerous children. 4. The other systems educators work collaboratively with. MFCD, CYMH, foster parents, group homes, and the multitude of non-profit agencies that support vulnerable children and families are bursting at the seams. We are a part of that team. 5. CUPE. While some have been paid during this strike, that money is coming from districts. It was not provided by the government. And, CUPE is a partner in education - from the bus drivers to the tech dept to custodians to secretaries to EAs and so on. 6. Small Businesses. In our little towns, the school district is the number one employer. There is a direct cause-effect relationship between loss of wage and loss of business. 7. Money. The amount of money that is needed to reverse the erosion of the public education system over numerous years cannot be recouped in one sitting. This agreement is a start. It’s not much but the stage has been set. 8. THE COURT CASE. That is why we were on strike. All the other stuff could have been resolved months ago, but our government was working hard to make the court case go away. Well, it still exists. I consider that the victory. We live to fight another day (as rhetorical as that sounds) AND I hope people actually read the ruling and think critically about how a loss could impact the future of the Charter of Rights, and the power of government to contravene those rights. I am guessing we will vote to ratify as so many fear “what’s next?” from this government. It’s nasty business, and I think legislation would be next. VALUING PUBLIC EDUCATION needs to come from a STRONG, CONSISTENT public voice. If we do ratify the agreement, and those in the profession and public think we've given up, we have not. We’ve been fighting for years. We just haven’t been heard… until now. ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:21 AM I understand your point of view, but sometimes you have to fight to get what you want. This is a VERY bad deal, considering: Other people get on average 2.5% salary increases last year and this year and the next and the rest of us get 1% and must feel happy if we do.? (https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html) THIS DEAL is a horrendously BAD deal for kids/parents as well, of course. We are going to continue to be humiliated and be the laughing stock of many people of this province. After a decade of paycuts, WOW, this is what they are willing to offer! WOW! WOW! WOW!Delete Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:30 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Reply Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:37 PM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:08 PM Let's cross our fingers! I think we need a general strike by all unions if CC legislates teachers back. It is time to put the foot down and tell her and the Liberals that, as in the movie Network,"I am mad as hell and I won't take it anymore!"Delete Reply Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 8:26 PM Needs help on some stats for an online debate Looking for the last 10 or 15 years of contractual salary increases in %. So, 1% for 2001, 0% for 2002,...ReplyDelete Children FirstSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:00 PM Well it's all done now. Really hope the teacher's can find another angle to deal with class size and composition as well as student funding. The government will make sure the coming court case never swings your way no matter what. 2nd most expensive place to live in the the world!!! Wonder why and where the money goes??? ReplyDelete AnonSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 PM I'm an outsider, but have followed closely this whole fiasco and this is a RAW deal. Your union hung you out to dry on this one - taking a really bad deal (clearly no one from the BCTF had rudimentary math skills in their toolbox) and then publicly encouraging to the media that teachers accept the deal....what choice did you have - a no vote would have outraged the public. I could go on and on, but the bottom line, in my opinion, is that your union better get some stronger leaders who are PR and technology savvy. Out with Iker and the rest of those who bargained on your behalf - they just got ......well , we know that happened. Whew, can't even believe how screwed you got, absolutely amazing - nothing meaningful gained in the big picture and only very minor gains for a small group of people, bigger losses for the majority.. Wow - I better stop now. Best of luck. Thanks for all you do for our children. ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ▼  September (9) Reflections on the BC Teacher Strike BC Teacher strike - Lessons learned Response to Sandy Garossino Will the Education Fund improve classroom conditio... Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Class composition: a human rights perspective Class size and composition - a short visual histor... Guest post - I WILL HOLD THE LINE Teachers - let your leadership know it is time to ... ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11858,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2000 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 13, Number 1, September 2000 East meets West through the Ed May Fund by David Hooper “The premier is coming!” the principal exclaimed. That was the first inkling that the cultural week we were organizing to highlight the two largest “visible minorities” in the Alberni Valley would have a certain cachet. Organizing a project under the auspices of the Ed May Social Responsibility Fund of the BCTF can produce unexpected surprises, and the arrival of Premier Dosanjh for lunch was one of them. In 1999, with assistance from the Ed May Fund, we held a Nuu-chah-nulth (West Coast First Nation) cultural week. That was the first time at our school for the local First Nations culture to be officially featured, and we were happy with the result and level of participation by staff and students. That encouraged us to be more ambitious, so we planned to do another cultural week for 2000, but to include the two cultural groups historically labelled as Indian. An elder proposed the theme East Meets West. Our goal was to give teachers and students the opportunity to access activities and presentations about the two cultural groups, to bring members of the two communities into the school, and to bring students into activities in the two communities outside the school. We did not want just to provide colourful entertainments, with the students as passive consumers. We distributed to the school staff a shopping list of possible activities and presentations. Fourteen teachers expressed an interest. My colleague, April Titian (home-school co-ordinator for the Nuu-Chah-nulth Tribal Council) organized the First Nations program, while I made contacts in the Indo-Canadian community, whose leaders were more than willing to participate. With the decline of the forest industry in the Alberni Valley, many young people have to leave to find work. This means that we were having difficulty finding presenters comfortable in English (young second-generation Indo-Canadians have left town, like the others). When I mentioned this to a former student, one of the few who have returned, he suggested, “Why don’t you invite the premier?” So we did! Students were presenters and participants. Six Indo-Canadian girls did a presentation on Punjabi dance, participated in a presentation of traditional/ modern marriage in both cultures, and performed at the gala luncheon. A university student home for the summer made two presentations. The program began on May 23, with presentations on 100 years of Indo-Canadian history, by Palo Sall, and on Nuu-chah-nulth clothing and design, by Julia Lucas. Thirty more presentations followed that week, including activities as diverse as a panel presentation on marriage customs, storytelling, visits to the Sikh Temple, and discussion of treaty negotiations and residential schools. The week wrapped up with one class learning to make Samosas and a design class learning about carving masks. A grand luncheon was held Friday for all of the presenters who had come to share their knowledge with us. Students who had helped also came, along with invited guests. The food was provided by the two communities, so there was an abundance of seafood, bannock, samosas, and pakoras, to mention a few. Reg Sam and Lisa Dick, both students, welcomed the guests and emceed the program. The program included dancing from both traditions, the presentation of commemorative t-shirts, a short speech by the premier on multiculturalism, and the acknowledgement of the support of various organizations that had made the event possible, including the BCTF. If you organize a project through the Ed May Fund, you never know who’s coming to lunch. David Hooper is a teacher in the Alberni School District. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "Gr8 event honoring Taiwan ROC w many friends @douglasbing @marvinhunt4bc @KerryLynneFindl @mhlchiu26 @prairiechinois http://t.co/85TUCQsbrI" @John_Yap - 05:40pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/BargainingAndContracts.aspx?id=33347&printPage=true,Speaking out > The increase in salary in Alberta from what I would make next year in BC is $18,000.  	Bargaining and contracts  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Bargaining and Collective Agreements > Teacher Voices The increase in salary in Alberta from what I would make next year in BC is $18,000. I recently applied for and received a position in Alberta as a teacher near Edmonton, the place where I grew up. The increase in salary in Alberta from what I would make next year in BC is $18,000. Do not trust the government figures that there is some magical honey pot of extra money that BC pays to teachers that other provinces do not. That is a straight up difference, and the taxes are lower. This difference will grow to $28,000 seven years from now. My pension is better funded in Alberta. The medical benefits are the exact same; in fact, they are slightly better. In every category, Alberta currently pays better and provides better support to teachers, and to the classroom environment. Alberta is not some frozen hell where absolutely no one wants to work and they are desperate to hire whatever they can get. That is an odd Vancouver-centric urban myth. There were 108 applicants to the position from all over Canada. In fact, contrary to some pretty inexplicable provincial government figures, BC is now currently one of the bottom two places in Canada for teacher earnings and working conditions. I know this because of my vested and extensive research as a job hunter (probably the most informed and accurate source you will ever get). I don't really care about the myopic vitriol spewed by the trolls that constantly patrol these articles. The fact is, BC is falling further behind year after year. Teachers want a large raise because BC has not kept up, and now that reality is becoming increasingly shocking and painful to address. It's true that we are asking for more than the rest because we have not been well treated for a decade, and we are falling far behind our peers in EVERY province in this country, and NOT JUST ALBERTA. We deal with more needs, with less support, and for less compensation that almost every district in this country. And, we have absolutely had enough. British Columbia can't, as a province, keep pointing out that "Alberta is rich." What a cop-out and a frankly pathetic mantra of a province that has given up. Alberta has simply chosen to invest in schools. That, just as much as oil and gas, has attracted the families and skills of Canada to move there. BC is a wealthy province full of resources, major cities and ports. It puts on grand spectacles (Olympics) and builds pricey and dubious retracting domes for sports franchises. It chooses to forgive the croneyism obvious in a 20% raise upon election win to top aides, whilst insisting upon "cost-neutral" fallacies for the rest. It gives major tax breaks to hand-picked corporations, while ignoring smaller enterprises. It makes its central platform shipping the dirtiest tar on the planet to China for a twenty year provincial gain equal to the cost of, before-mentioned, Dome. It allows a public utility (left hand) to pass on higher prices to schools (right hand) whilst ranting, once again, "cost-neutral" on the morning news as if the game wasn't rigged. It makes choices. And, currently education is not a priority. That's it. That's all. And, that's as simple as it gets. And, just so you know. I turned down that job because the children of BC deserve better. I decided to give up on all of that good, for an amazing principal, just a short jaunt outside of Edmonton (my home town), for a year of labour unrest, lesser pay, and worse conditions. And, literally moments after I turned down the job, I became the vice-president of Prince Rupert Local 52 (a volunteer position). Now, you go ahead and try to tell me how I, or my BCTF, are the ones making poor choices.  )
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=33056,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2014 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 26, Number 6, May/June 2014   Reclaiming indigenous education in the Americas  By Nancy Knickerbocker   Over the centuries, Indigenous people throughout the Americas have lived a history of colonization of, and through, education. That was the frame that Charlene Bearhead, co-ordinator of the Project of Heart, used to introduce “Decolonizing Education,” an evening panel discussion held at the BCTF. About 60 AGM delegates gathered for a supper of cedar-planked salmon, bannock, and salad, and for the opportunity to hear from Indigenous Canadian, Mexican, and Colombian activists about efforts to decolonize education in our respective countries. The event opened and closed with Canadian speakers, both of whom presented powerful films about the Aboriginal experience of education in this country. The opening documentary, Hidden Legacies, by Anishnabe director Lisa Jackson, illustrates how the residential school system aimed to break Indigenous students by breaking the sacred connection to their lands and languages. Rupert Richardson is a central character in the film. He shared profound, and sometimes raw, stories about honouring the hurt of his ancestors on his own journey of healing. En route, he confronted “what it means to de-colonize, to indigenize yourself.” Richardson urged the teachers and parents present to show the kind of caring and love he missed as a child. He said he always tells kids, “You are a supernatural blessing.”  Maria de la Luz Arriaga is an economics professor at the National Autonomous University of Mexico and a co-founder of the Tri-National Coalition in Defense of Public Education. She described the deep commitment and “heroic efforts” of the teachers who work with Indigenous populations in Mexico. “The teachers become totally integrated within their communities,” she said.   Although they confront “an official culture and policy to assimilate Indigenous children into the dominant Mestizo culture,” Arriaga said, the teachers assert “a humanist and transformative education for liberation. Not assimilation, but emancipation.”  Conscious of the central role language plays in preserving Indigenous culture and world views, the Mexican teachers have developed “language nests” as a model for immersion in, and preservation of Indigenous languages.  Luis Alberto Grubert is president of National Federation of Colombian Educators (FECODE), which has about three million members. Himself a descendent of Africans traded into slavery in the New World, Grubert explained that Indigenous and Afro-Colombians have a shared history of struggle not only to retain their languages and cultures, but also just to survive. Research reports that of 102 distinct Indigenous groups in Colombia, 18 are on the way to extinction. At least 70,000 Indigenous people have been forced from their homes and now are internal refugees, uprooted from their traditional territories. “When you remove Indigenous people from their land they become orphaned because the land is their mother,” Grubert said. “They [government and multinational corporations] want to displace them and appropriate their lands to exploit natural resources.”   Despite the enormous challenges, Indigenous people in Colombia also have significant rights enshrined in the Constitution: their own education system, a unique curriculum, bilingual teachers, intercultural education, and discrete funding. “Through FECODE we are demanding equal rights for Indigenous teachers,” Grubert said, even though the union understands that Indigenous people have their own ways of recognizing the teachers, shamans, and elders within their communities regardless of whether they have university degrees. They are the “sabedores ancestrales,” ancestral wise ones who helped their peoples resist the generals and dictators who have been disappearing and assassinating them for so long. At the same time, “they have helped to create zones of peace…through the strength of their will,” Grubert said.  Finally, Jennifer King, an Ojibway and Anishnabe child and education advocate with the First Nations Child and Family Caring Society, spoke about the new film Hi Ho Mistahey, which uses the 2008 apology by Prime Minster Stephen Harper as a counterpoint to her searing exposé of the terrible conditions in First Nations schools, where funding ranges between $2,000 and $3,000 less per student than in mainstream schools. Further deepening the inequities, band schools receive no funding for libraries, computers, extracurricular activities or other essentials. Of 116 band schools surveyed, 10% were found to be in “poor condition” or worse. “What kind of message does this send the kids?” King asked. “It says that society doesn’t see you as having a future. You’re not good enough.” The film, by internationally-acclaimed film maker Alanis Obomsawin, also highlights the struggles of youth like Shannen Koostachin from the Attawapiskat First Nation in Ontario, who had a dream of safe and comfy schools and culturally based education for all Indigenous children. Before her tragic death in a car accident at the age of 15, Shannen’s dream inspired many, and the campaign that bears her name continues. King’s message to Aboriginal students? “Your dreams matter too!” Nancy Knickerbocker is Director, BCTF Communications and Campaigns Division  Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141006,gmpg.org,http://gmpg.org/xfn/intro.php,XFN: Introduction and Examples Home Intro Join Background FAQ Tools And... Helping Thanks Feedback XFN: Introduction and Examples The web is more a social creation than a technical one. I designed it for a social effect — to help people work together — and not as a technical toy. The ultimate goal of the Web is to support and improve our weblike existence in the world. We clump into families, associations, and companies. We develop trust across the miles and distrust around the corner. —Tim Berners-Lee, Weaving The Web Introduction XFN puts a human face on linking. As more people have come online and begun to form social networks, services such as Technorati and Feedster have arisen in an attempt to show how the various nodes are connected. Such services are useful for discovering the mechanical connections between nodes, but they do not uncover the human relationships between the people responsible for the nodes. XFN outlines the relationships between individuals by defining a small set of values that describe personal relationships. In HTML and XHTML documents, these are given as values for the rel attribute on a hyperlink. XFN allows authors to indicate which of the weblogs they read belong to friends, whom they've physically met, and other personal relationships. Using XFN values, which can be listed in any order, people can humanize their blogrolls and links pages, both of which have become a common feature of weblogs. In sufficiently modern browsers, authors using XFN can easily style all links of a particular type; thus, friends could be boldfaced, co-workers italicized, and so on. It is also the hope of the authors that this practice becomes widespread enough to allow the creation of a service that charts personal (as opposed to purely mechanical) links between weblogs and the people responsible for them. Examples A Short Blogroll Joe is just getting started in the blogging world, and has a set of five links in his blogroll: his girlfriend Jane; his friends Dave and Darryl; industry expert James, who Joe briefly met once at a conference; and MetaFilter. The links in Joe's blogroll would look something like this: <a href="http://jane-blog.example.org/" rel="sweetheart date met">Jane</a> <a href="http://dave-blog.example.org/" rel="friend met">Dave</a> <a href="http://darryl-blog.example.org/" rel="friend met">Darryl</a> <a href="http://www.metafilter.com/">MetaFilter</a> <a href="http://james-blog.example.com/" rel="met">James Expert</a> MetaFilter gets no value since it does not represent an actual person. The others in the list are given space-separated values appropriate to the link target. Thus, since Joe is dating his sweetheart Jane (who he has, perhaps not surprisingly, also met in person) he gives the link to her the values sweetheart date met. If Joe were not as committed to Jane, and in fact dated other people from time to time, then the sweetheart value would be dropped. Links Between Two Adam and Brad have met each other through mutual acquaintances, and had a few interesting conversations at parties where they found they had several interests in common. They have linked to each other as follows: <a href="http://brad-log.example.org/" rel="met friend">Brad</a> <a href="http://adam-log.example.org/" rel="met acquaintance">Adam</a> Note that while values such as friend are defined to be symmetric, this does not require that links between blogs be of the same types. Here, Adam feels Brad is a friend, but Brad has classified Adam as an acquaintance. Similarly, symmetric values can be one-way. For example, let's say Adam decides he has a crush on Brad. He then updates his link as follows: <a href="http://brad-log.example.org/" rel="met friend crush">Brad</a> If Brad is not attracted to Adam, then obviously he won't add a similar XFN value to his link to Adam. If he is, though, he could add a crush value to his link to Adam. Any service that charted XFN values could notice this, and add their names to a "mutual attraction" list. A sufficiently advanced service might e-mail both Adam and Brad to point out that they seem to have a mutual attraction. Party of Five Let's consider a closed group of five people, all of whom link to each other but to nobody else. The members of this group are: Ingrid Works with Mary, is friends with Mary and Josh, is acquainted with Kat, and has physically met everyone except Nick Josh Son of Kat, friends with Ingrid and Nick, and has a crush on Mary (who he has met and considers an inspiration) Kat Mother of Josh; friends with Mary; in the same field as Ingrid and Mary but does not work at the same company; is acquainted with Nick Mary Works with Ingrid; is friends with Ingrid and Kat; has met everyone Nick Has a crush on Kat, who he's met; has never met Ingrid We'll further assume all these people are blogging, and have blogrolls that list all the other members of the group. In the first example, Ingrid would have the following links: <a href="http://josh.example.com/" rel="friend met">Josh</a> <a href="http://kat.example.com/" rel="met acquaintance">Kat</a> <a href="http://mary.example.com/" rel="co-worker friend met">Mary</a> <a href="http://nick.example.com/">Nick</a> Note the lack of a rel attribute for Nick. Since none of the defined XFN values apply to Nick (from Ingrid's point of view), no rel is needed. If Ingrid and Nick ever do meet in person, she can simply add rel="met" to the link. The rel values between these group members would be as follows: ...to Ingrid ...to Josh ...to Kat ...to Mary ...to Nick From Ingrid... x friend met acquaintance met co-worker friend met From Josh... friend met x parent met crush muse met friend met From Kat... colleague met child met x friend colleague met acquaintance met From Mary... co-worker friend met met friend colleague met x met From Nick... friend met crush met met x This set of relationships can also be graphically represented in a variety of ways. For example, a simple chart of the people who have met each other could look like this. It would also be possible to graph the friendship and acquaintance links in the set. In the following figure, a thick green line indicates friendship, whereas a thinner gray line indicates acquaintanceship. If a line is dashed and has an arrowhead, then the link is one-way; that is, only one of the two people has claimed the relationship. Similarly, we could graph professional relationships. Here, thick gray lines indicate co-workers, whereas thin gray lines denote colleagues. As before, a dashed line with an arrowhead indicates a one-way link. For that matter, the love and familial links between the group member could be represented. Here, a red line indicates a crush, and a blue line represents a familial link. In this scenario, familial links are drawn from parent to child. There are many other ways to graph the group, of course, and many other ways to represent the links. We considered making lines between family members look like a double helix, for example. Relationship Styling With a CSS2-aware browser, it is possible to style links based on their rel values. Let's take another look at Ingrid's links: <a href="http://josh.example.com/" rel="friend met">Josh</a> <a href="http://kat.example.com/" rel="met acquaintance">Kat</a> <a href="http://mary.example.com/" rel="co-worker friend met">Mary</a> <a href="http://nick.example.com/">Nick</a> Suppose Ingrid wants to boldface any link to a friend, underline any link to a co-worker, and italicize any link to someone who is an acquaintance. Using the attribute selector syntax defined in CSS2.1, the following stylesheet would meet her goals: a[rel~="friend"] {font-weight: bold;} a[rel~="co-worker"] {text-decoration: underline;} a[rel~="acquaintance"] {font-style: italic;} The resulting links would look something like this: Josh Kat Mary Nick It is also possible to use advanced CSS2 to insert content before or after elements. This can be used to recreate the practice of "starring" links to people physically met as follows: a[rel~="met"]:after {content: " *";} This will insert a space and an asterisk after every link that has an XFN value of met. The advantage is that it removes the need to manually add the asterisk in the blogroll source itself, while strengthening the social network at the same time. Applying just that rule to Ingrid's links might have an effect something like this: Josh * Kat * Mary * Nick Brief Notes on Spidering An XFN spider or crawler must at a minimum: Parse documents it encounters according to their language (e.g. legacy HTML, or well formed XHTML as XML). Obey "base" URL conventions according to the document language (e.g. <BASE>, <base />, xml:base ). Track link tags (e.g. <a href>, <link />) with 'rel' attributes with values defined by XFN, while ignoring unknown values. Note that the HTML 'rel' attribute is a space separated set of values. Traverse those link tags and parse their documents as described above. A more advanced XFN spider might do one or more of the following: Parse the contents/titles of links (e.g. the text between the <a href> and </a> tags, the 'title' attribute of <a href> and <link /> elements) for an informative name of the target of the relationship. Parse metainformation tags (e.g. <meta> in HTML or XHTML documents), specifically for the "author" (e.g. Dublin Core 'author' or (X)HTML's <meta name="author" content="NameGoesHere" />). Note that such names should be preferred to names derived from links as described in the previous point. Apply heuristics to determine when an XFN relationship is nested inside a time-based format (such as a blog or blogarchive), to either (both) maintain a relationship history or (and) reconcile conflicting XFN values on links with the same source and destination. Delusions of Grandeur XFN provides the basis for a world-wide distributed network of personal connections. Proprietary data-owning services like Friendster could be superceded by XFN crawling and searching sites —a sort of "Friendorati," as it were. The advantage of a Friendorati-style network is that it allows every individual to fully express themselves through personal weblogs and web sites, instead of to the limited degree permitted by a proprietary service's user interface. Commercial services like Amazon, which currently ask users to manually register all their friends in order to make "wish list" and other information sharing simpler, may find it easier simply to crawl XFN relationships on the open Internet. This would allow a user to enter the URL of their site, and let the service programmatically analyze XFN relationships to build a list of friends. XFN [GMPG] Copyright © 2003–2014 GMPG. Some rights reserved.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11292,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2001 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 14, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 2001 Public schools serve everyone by Lance Read Luckily, both of my sons were diagnosed as reading disabled dyslexic when each was in Grade 1. I say luckily, because they were diagnosed early in life. Stuart, born in 1985, and Thomas, in 1989, always showed an interest in being read to, something both my wife and I did every day and frequently. They were surrounded by books, and because we modelled, they copied, flipping pages and pretending to read, from the age of two. Little did we know that Stuart had already, by the age of three or four, mastered memorization and mimicking. He could "read" verbatim favourite stories, Green Eggs and Ham, Cat in the Hat, and others, that he had enticed us to read hundreds of times over. Perhaps we were naive, perhaps we were just typical proud parents, but sometime in the latter part of Kindergarten, things fell apart as we noticed that when we asked Stuart to follow along with his finger as he read, he was way off, either ahead or behind the words and phrasing. He could not read. Coincidentally and fortuitously, we discovered it just as his public school teacher and reading diagnostics aid did. When they came to us with the suggestion that our son was dyslexic, we were surprisingly relieved. The p, g, q, t, b, p mix-ups he was making and his and, but, the interchanges finally made sense. He was guessing. He was and has always been above average at math, so three-letter words were just addition to him, not reading. Geometrically shaped letters were interchangeable symbols, not letters. This is where I am so proud of the public school system. Mrs. Fraser—bless her overworked, underpaid heart—patiently and diligently taught our son strategies that (along with our help as parents with her direction) by the end of Grade 4, saw him leave the remedial-reading program and enter the mainstream. His teacher-librarian also played a huge role in exciting his need to read. Our son has been on or near the honour roll since that time. As a result of the special reading strategies Mrs. Fraser gave him, he enjoys reading. This summer, while on a very active camping trip to the Klondike, he read a 900-page book, in less than two weeks. When the second son came along, zoom, we were locked into problems we and the public school system already recognized. He, too, was lucky to have Mrs. Fraser, and he, too, after four years of public school and parent assistance, has become a well-above-average student by Grade 7. You may note that I have mentioned "public school system" several times in this article. I did so intentionally, partly out of pride and appreciation and partly out of regret. Funding for special needs and smaller classes often seems to be in contention and first on the chopping block. Can we afford to fund smaller class sizes and small groups of atypical students? is a question that pops up during times like this. Can we? My nephew lives in England. He has attended Birkhamstead "private" school since age four. His older brothers were exemplary, typical, and high-achieving students who have gone on to university in Swansea, Wales. The youngest, reached Grade 7 without ever having been diagnosed, reading disabled. Apparently "they do not provide these extra expense related services" in this prestigious "private" school. His marks in reading-dependent subjects finally bottomed out in the low D range. His GPA was unacceptable in maintaining the over-all achievement rating of his private school. He was asked to dis-enroll. My brother and sister-in-law have had to enrol him in a local government-funded public school. Wonderfully, he is now finally receiving remedial-reading strategies. We all hope the damage, although now far more expensive, is not too extensive. Can B.C. public schools afford to fund smaller classes over all, special programs such as remedial reading and the all-important teacher-librarian? We cannot afford not to. The costs to society are much higher, the older an individual gets. If Christy Clarke’s son is reading disabled or dyslexic, or Gordon Campbell’s kids were educationally challenged, perhaps we would see a real appreciation for public schools and proper funding for them and the devoted teachers who are a part of the great public school system in this province. Lance Read teaches at Citadel Middle School, Coquitlam. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7786&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 1, September 2004 Good news for B.C.’s teachers by Peter Owens Polling results and focus-group research have shown that teachers are respected, trusted, and appreciated in British Columbia. Not only are teachers held in high esteem, but the values held by teachers are also shared by parents and by British Columbians in general. Positive feelings for teachers The BCTF conducted focus groups through an independent research company in January and June 2004. Focus groups are small groups of eight to ten people, randomly chosen. They are led through a discussion guide and respond to questions and ideas as a way to test arguments and messages. The participants of the public focus groups do not know who is sponsoring the research; the participants of member focus groups do. We held groups in Castlegar, Kamloops, Nanaimo, and Vancouver. Public groups were composed of parents and non-parents. At one stage groups were given a list of 25 descriptors of teachers, some positive and some negative. Participants were asked to choose two or three descriptors they felt best describe teachers. Their choices were overwhelmingly positive. Some groups were completely positive. The few times that negative descriptors were chosen, the participants usually qualified the choice by saying that they had a specific teacher in mind but that they had a more positive image of most teachers. The most common descriptor of teachers were: have a difficult job have to put up with a lot from students these days trying to do the best they can under difficult circumstances. All of the public focus groups were supportive of public education and teachers. Government arguments were seen as unreliable. When asked what is happening in public schools, the members of the public identified: larger classes less support for students with special needs loss of specialist teachers school closures loss of libraries lack of support and resources for our students. Teachers most credible Polling conducted in June 2004 by the Mustel Group found that classroom teachers are the most credible source of information about public schools. Respondents were asked, How reliable is each of the following as a source of accurate information about the public education system in B.C.? Classroom teachers came out clearly on top. These polling results confirm information we obtained through focus group testing in January and June 2004. It is unusual for a union to rate as high as the BCTF did in this poll. Over 90% of British Columbians stated that they are familiar with the BCTF. (Mustel Group, 750 interviews conducted between June 10 and 17, 2004. Results are considered accurate to within +/- 3.6 %, 19 times out of 20.) How reliable is information from: Classroom teachers—84.5% School boards—75.7% BCTF—70.5% Parent advisory councils—68.3% Media—58.4% The Minister of Education—53.4% B.C. Confederation of Parent Advisory Councils—51.5% Your MLA—49.2% The Fraser Institute—46.8% The Premier—34.9% The public wants to hear from you Not only are teachers the most credible source of information, but the public expects teachers to speak up about the conditions in our schools. In the same poll in June 2004, 750 people were asked to agree or disagree with the following statement: It’s important for teachers to speak out on public-education issues like funding cuts, larger class sizes, and reduced support for children with special needs. An overwhelming majority of those surveyed—88.1%—want teachers to speak out. (Mustel Group, 750 interviews conducted between June 10 and 17, 2004. Results are considered accurate to within +/- 3.6 %, 19 times out of 20.) Teachers should speak out on education issues: Agree—8.1% Disagree—8.5 % Don’t know—3.4 % Education funding is too low Almost two-thirds of the people polled in June 2004 feel that education funding in B.C. is too low. These results are consistent with views expressed by the public and parents in focus groups conducted for the BCTF in January and June 2004. (Mustel Group, 750 interviews conducted between June 10 and 17, 2004. Results are considered accurate to within +/- 3.6 %, 19 times out of 20.) Funding for education in B.C. is: Too low—63.6% About right—23.0% Too high—4.7% Don’t know—8.7 % The first phase of our campaign to ensure that public education is a vote-determining issue in the provincial election will begin near the end of September. Our initial message to the public will be that there are 2,500 fewer teachers and 113 schools closed since this government came to power. Teachers will be speaking out on behalf of students and public schools. We know that parents and the public expect teachers to keep them informed about what is happening in our schools. Peter Owens is an assistant director in the BCTF’s Communications and Campaigns Division and editor of the Teacher newsmagazine.)
(20141003,ashleydmackenzie.com,http://ashleydmackenzie.com/nobodys-happy-with-compromise/,Nobody’s happy with compromise. | Ashley D. Mackenzie	 Ashley D. Mackenzie Teacher, writer, and explorer of this wonderfully whacky world. Home Tweets Teaching Writing Blogging About Navigation Nobody’s happy with compromise. Ashley D. MacKenzie September 17, 2014 Current Events, Teaching So, I don’t love the tentative deal between the BCTF and BCPSEA. But I don’t hate it either. Which means that it’s probably about as fair as it’s going to get. Because wishing that it was better while feeling like it could have been worse? That’s what compromise is. Now, do I feel as though both sides compromised equally on this contract? No. I do feel like the teachers gave up more. But as much as I’d like a salary increase that actually kept up with the rate of inflation, and the budget to fund some firm way of handling class size and composition, this whole strike wasn’t about economics. At its core, this strike was about ideology – the ideas and concepts that are valued. BCTF teachers believe in public education. And, through this job action, it’s come out that a whole lot of the public does too. And that support can’t be written into a collective agreement. So the teachers may have lost on the financial side with this tentative contract. But this fight isn’t over. This contract doesn’t end the dispute between the teachers and the BC Liberals.  In fact, it will be returning to the public eye very soon when the government’s appeal of their second court loss is heard next month. And because of this strike, more people will be paying attention. More people will understand what’s at stake. More people will tune in when they hear the words “class size and composition.” More people will care. So, if this tentative agreement is accepted, and I get to go back to work, and students ask me what was gained from this strike, I’ll be able to answer them. Because we gained modest funding increases to hire more teachers. We gained the first salary adjustments since I entered this profession. We secured better treatment for the thousands of teachers who spend years working on call. We stood up to a government who was trying to get around the law. We didn’t compromise our rights as Canadians. We educated the public about the current state of our schools. We brought our government’s treatment of its citizens to the forefront. We awoke the politically apathetic. And people from all cultures, backgrounds, and stages of life stood with teachers in support of education. So, no, I’m not in love with the negotiated contract. But this dispute isn’t over. The teachers are going back to court next month. But we’re not going alone. Because of this strike, many of you are going with us. You’re informed. You’re involved. And you’re appreciated. While this contract isn’t the thing of my dreams, the public support we’ve been experiencing this past few weeks is. And teachers’ job action wasn’t about the money in this one contract. It was about raising awareness. It was about opening minds and enlightening citizens. So, I’ll be voting to accept this contract. Not because I think it’s ideal or truly meets anybody’s needs, but because it puts us – teachers and students – in a better position that we found ourselves last June. Because this isn’t a dispute over economics. It’s a dispute over values. And the BC Liberals are as committed to not compromising their values as the teachers are. So a negotiated settlement that doesn’t make anyone truly happy? It’s an improvement. But a third court victory, backed by countless newly informed members of the community? That’s where real progress will be made.   I hope. Share this content: ← Picket Line Perils Who I am as a teacher is in those boxes. → 13 thoughts on “Nobody’s happy with compromise.” Gen September 17, 2014 at 9:29 am Thank you. My mind was set on no, but now I’m back on the fence. You’re right, a yes doesn’t mean the war is over. But I’m wondering how can we keep voicing the lack of fund? Should we choose not to buy supplies anymore? Should we cut back on volunteering our time at lunch and after school? Whatever mean would be best, we need to be united on it. Ivy September 17, 2014 at 9:32 am Thank you Ashley … Well written … Elementary music teacher, sd36. Judy Lea September 17, 2014 at 10:10 am You raise some really good points. If only what you said was true: “Because we gained modest funding increases to hire more teachers.” As far as I can see, we gained absolutely nothing this year, 5 million for the next 3 years (that’s $10/student ), and another 5 million the year after that – I would not call that modest: I would call that insulting, shameful, totally skimpy funding increases. I did not lose 5+ weeks of salary and stand on the picket line and go to protests and talk and post and post and post for that! And… perhaps you are right. Maybe it’s the best we can possible get with this government. And it makes me feel sick and defeated. Ashley D. MacKenzie Post authorSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:09 am Hi Judy, While you’re completely free to agree or disagree with the terms of the contract, I do need to clarify that my point regarding modest increases for hiring teachers was taken directly from this line of the BCTF press release: “Several hundred new teaching positions each year as a result of an annual education fund that will be used exclusively for bargaining unit members.” As such, what I’ve said here is accurate – even if you don’t believe that the funding is adequate. Ashley Karin September 17, 2014 at 11:37 am You know what would truly be a win? Getting the Liberals out of power in a few years. And I think this strike – because it did “educate the public about the current state of our schools”, bring “our government’s treatment of its citizens to the forefront” and awaken “the politically apathetic” – may have gone a certain distance toward making that happen. Let’s not mince words: financially, it’s a terrible contract for teachers. But we weren’t fighting a financial war, so it’s a battle lost in an ideological war to save public education that we just might yet win. Craig September 17, 2014 at 11:40 am I think the tricky bit with this is that it essentially puts off more conflict for the duration of the agreement, but really doesn’t fundamentally address the education system and its need for overhaul. If each generation of teachers takes “ok for now I guess” deals in perpetuity, real revolution can’t occur. At some point, there needs to be a group of active teachers who go beyond a strike or compromise and push for that revolution. In a world of increasingly less valued “we make stuff” economies we really need strong minds in our future generations so we can “think up stuff” and “solve stuff” instead of prepping students for blue-collar jobs that are shrinking every year. Just my 2c of course. Ashley D. MacKenzie Post authorSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:03 pm Hi Craig, I don’t disagree that our education system would benefit from some restructuring and change. However, I do think that fundamental changes – things that are truly revolutionary – can only occur when the populace is ready for them. So, while I think we may be building toward those changes, I don’t think that the new, tenuous support that teachers have garnered over the duration of this strike is enough to sustain them at this point. Ashley Lynda September 17, 2014 at 2:49 pm Ashley, I believe you are correct. I am not a teacher, or a parent of school aged children. What I am is a dedicated supporter of the public school system. What the teachers did this year was a wonderfully courageous act of defiance, against a government who thought they could starve the teachers into submission, so that you would take anything they “chose” to give you. Thank you for standing up to them. It is not a good contract, but it is a starting point. You gained an enormous amount of support and awareness from the public this time around. Something that has been missing in past labour actions. Please don’t give up. This ongoing court action has to be settled eventually, and I believe it will be settled in the teacher’s favour. This in turn will translate into better conditions in which to educate the children of our province. Colin September 17, 2014 at 5:26 pm I agree with all of your points, Ashley but public school teachers are not well-versed in the art of politicking. This past strike has been a significant burden on not only our schools but also our communities- and here’s the funny thing; the government is prepared to ride it out. So, we need to ask ourselves, will the same (clearly ineffective) methods we’ve been employing to enact change make any more positive differences this round? I doubt it. I’m not sure how we can expect to do the same thing over and over and get different results. I suggest we learn how to be a little more pragmatic and a little less fickle. Alain September 17, 2014 at 8:42 pm Our tactics aside, as Ashley mentioned there is only so much teachers can do to get our message across that every kid truly does count as an awesome person. As much as our support grew, the people of this province need to deep six the societal complacency that has grown over the years. We can’t expect a province that allowed the BC Liberals to get elected three times in a row to rise up in support of the teachers as soon as we go out on the line. Of course we’d fight this value war all the way, but not if enough people don’t yet realize what’s at stake. Ashley’s list of what has been gained from this makes me feel like this has DEFINITELY been worth it, because it has shown the public how important public education is to us, and that some things money cannot buy. So proud of my colleagues, province-wide! david September 17, 2014 at 10:02 pm As a teacher, I voted against the job actions. I felt that teachers were correct morally and legally but the tactics and the timing was all wrong. The government came prepared for an all out war whilst the teacher’s union came ready for a game of badminton and were surprised when the government showed complete disdain for report cards, exam prep, exams and negotiating during the summer. Most of the influential makers and shakers have their children in private education so were not unduly impacted by the strike. I witnessed our local MLA, a former teacher and Minister of Education, dodge questions, speak only from talking points, give long preambles to any answer but rarely answer the questions directed by demonstrating parents, grandparents, students and teachers. And this MLA whilst working as a high school teacher had written a letter of complaint to the Minister of Education which eloquently outlined all the same problems with class size and composition. Evidently the Liberal Koolaid tasted real good at Liberal camp. It is not over, it could even get uglier. Does either side really trust each other now? karen September 17, 2014 at 10:09 pm I agree that this contract isn’t stellar and that it is the best we’ve got at this point in time. With the advent of social media, we have been able to make far greater inroads with informing the public about our message than we could back in 2005 when we gave up salary increases to improve student funding. I think the most important thing we can do now is to keep education front and center in social media. We need to keep having these important conversations because we all know main stream media will move on to the next “big thing” and it will be forgotten by many if we don’t make a concerted effort to remind them. My fear is that complacency and apathy will return and we’ll be doing this all over again in six years time. Les Nerling September 18, 2014 at 1:00 am I am also voting yes, also not because this is THE agreement we deserve, but we can move on and fight the bigger battle. My hope is that Christy will still be in power when the final ruling comes down so she is forced to reconcile this atrocity. And if a fine is levied against government as in ruling #2, I’d like to propose that it be paid out of Liberal Party coffers, not “government funds”. Why should tax payers absorb the fine? Nothing would send a message like Clarke and Fassbender bankrupting the Liberal Party over their blatant and illegal pillaging of public education. To close, I am so proud of my colleagues for sticking together (99.4%) and taking a stand. Even though the agreement comes short, I’m buoyed and resolved to continue taking a stand. Thanks Ashley for succinct words and reminding us of values. Search Recent Posts On Being Unforgettable Weekends are back. Who I am as a teacher is in those boxes. Nobody’s happy with compromise. Picket Line Perils Categories Current Events Exploring this Whacky World Teaching Travel Adventures Uncategorized Writing Young Adult Literature Recent Comments Les Nerling on Nobody’s happy with compromise. karen on Nobody’s happy with compromise. david on Nobody’s happy with compromise. Alain on Nobody’s happy with compromise. Colin on Nobody’s happy with compromise. Archives October 2014 September 2014 August 2014 July 2014 June 2014 May 2014 April 2014 March 2014 February 2014 January 2014 December 2013 November 2013 October 2013 September 2013 February 2012 Copyright © 2014 Ashley D. Mackenzie Theme by Color Awesomeness Powered by WordPress)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=31033,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2013 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 26, Number 2, October 2013   Technology is a global challenge  By Glen Hansman  As part of its International Solidarity Program, the BCTF sponsored and co-organized an international seminar in Mexico City this past May on the theme of information and communica­tion technology in K–12 education. This event put together as part of the Federation’s ongoing work with the Initiative for Democratic Education in the Americas (IDEA) Network, brings together labour and social organizations in the Americas that share a commitment to protecting and improving public education as essential to democratic development and the protection of human rights.   Held at the Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México, the three-day seminar brought together K–12 teachers, union representatives, university researchers, and others from Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Costa Rica, Mexico, Peru, United States, Venezuela, and elsewhere. Morgan G. Ames from Stanford University, for instance, presented some of the findings of her work that has focused on One Laptop Per Child projects undertaken at great cost and with high expectations by governments in Paraguay and Peru. The outcomes are uncertain and somewhat dubious when it comes to any analysis of what works, what doesn’t work, who profits, and what educational benefit results. In some cases that Ames describes, the results are absurd: “XO laptops” being purchased by the thousands for communities where there is no dependable electricity available, let alone the educational resources or school facilities that ought to be available.   The experience in Argentina may be a better model. Carlos Cervini, from the Confederación de Trabajadores de la Educación de la República Argentina, spoke of his country’s ICT infrastructure. The government retains public control over ICT infrastructure and public dollars fund the system. (This last point is in contrast to the $100 million deal that Telus entered into with the provincial government in 2011 to expand private, for-profit service.) Public control of the technology is not being achieved, however, without a tremendous amount of public and organizational pressure to keep it so—particularly when there is increasing pressure from corporations and other interests wishing a free enterprise, profit-oriented approach. Looking at issues closer to home, Michael Barbour (a Canadian academic currently of Wayne State University in Detroit) led a discussion about what research says about the roles of the teacher in successful practices in teaching online. He has examined e-learning or distributed learning models in Canada and the US, where there is quite a range of approaches. Teachers in this province may be surprised to know that BC has the highest percentage of students enrolled in distributed learning programs in Canada. With BC at 12%, the only other province or territory that comes close to this is Alberta, in the 11% range, while every other province or territory is in the low single digits. And, unlike some other jurisdictions, BC has little in place provincially to track the completion rates in these programs, and there is little by way of research base to justify such a rapid expansion in this area. Barbour is concerned that there is a lack of research overall to guide practice in distributed learning programs. Studies that do exist have focused on unreliable and invalid measures, he argues. In fact, some jurisdictions in Canada have expressly held off on rapid expansion of distributed learning programs until there is enough research and reflection upon practices that are pedagogically appropriate. Some have avoided expanding into the elementary grades entirely. In BC, the government simply ignores distributed learning and working conditions, but in Toronto, for instance, locally negotiated provisions into their collective agreement that address class size, class composition, hours of work, and course load for e-learning assignments. There is also a right of refusal process for teachers who do not want to be assigned e-learning blocks, and additional release time is provided for course development. The BCTF’s international solidarity partnerships are important not only to gain and share information but also for encouragement. Teachers must learn from one another, and take the lessons from other jurisdictions to make sure we insist on the best for our students, that we defend our profession here and abroad, and that we work together to defend public education. _______________ Glen Hansman is BCTF first vice-president.     Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141003,www.facebook.com,https://www.facebook.com/SupportBCTeachers2014/photos/pb.1438645646389768.-2207520000.1412360587./1480936895493976/XUIAmbientNUX.react,Page Not Found | Facebook Facebook logo Email or Phone Password Keep me logged in Forgot your password? Sign Up Sorry, this page isn't available The link you followed may be broken, or the page may have been removed. Go back to the previous page · Go to the Facebook homepage · Visit the Help Center Mobile Find Friends Badges People Pages Places Games Locations About Create Ad Create Page Developers Careers Privacy Cookies Terms Help Facebook © 2014 · English (US))
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/FassbenderMLA/status/354329500688982017,Peter Fassbender on Twitter: "I posted a new photo to Facebook http://t.co/QSCV0JcWRS" Twitter Search query Search Twitter Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Language: English Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Have an account? Sign in New to Twitter? Join Today » Sign In Phone, email or username Password Sign in Remember me Forgot password? Already using Twitter via text message? Follow Following Unfollow Blocked Unblock Pending Cancel Peter FassbenderVerified account ‏ @FassbenderMLA 8 Jul 2013 I posted a new photo to Facebook http://fb.me/AtK9EkhG  Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet 1:01 PM - 8 Jul 2013 Don’t miss any updates from Peter Fassbender © 2014 Twitter About Help Ads info Close Flag this media This has already been marked as containing sensitive content. Flag this as containing potentially illegal content. Submit Cancel Learn more about flagging media Dismiss Close Previous Next Close Go to a person's profile Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Close Retweet this to your followers? Cancel Retweet Close Are you sure you want to delete this Tweet? Cancel Delete Close Block Cancel Block Add a location to your Tweets When you tweet with a location, Twitter stores that location. You can switch location on/off before each Tweet and always have the option to delete your location history. Learn more Turn location on Not now Turn off location Close Profile summary Close Your lists Close Create a new list List name Description Under 100 characters, optional Privacy Public · Anyone can follow this list Private · Only you can access this list Save list Close Close Embed this Tweet Add this Tweet to your website by copying the code below. Learn more Hmm, there was a problem reaching the server. Try again? Include parent Tweet Include media Preview Close Sign up for Twitter Not on Twitter? Sign up, tune into the things you care about, and get updates as they happen. Have an account? Sign in » Close Two-way (sending and receiving) short codes: Country Code For customers of United States 40404 (any) Canada 21212 (any) United Kingdom 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM Haiti 40404 Digicel, Voila Ireland 51210 Vodafone, O2 India 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Indonesia 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » See SMS short codes for other countries Close Confirmation)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11336&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2001 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 14, Number 2, October 2001 Health and Safety Teacherages need improvements by Neil Worboys Although the vast majority of our members live in urban settings, a small but very important group of members live in isolated, rural communities. Their story is an example of the challenges of bargaining provincially for a few. We must not lose sight of their pressing concerns. The issue of decent teacherages and living conditions for these members was strongly supported by the 2000 Annual General Meeting. I wanted to discuss their unique concerns first-hand. So in June, I visited the Vancouver Island West local with BCTF Health and Safety Officer Lynne Sinclair. Our purpose was to visit the remote teaching areas in the district, Zeballos and Kyuquot, in order to help address the dire living conditions of the teachers in those areas. The provincial committee had recommended that a member of the Bargaining Team and a table officer visit teacherages in several areas of the province in order to enhance our understanding of the conditions and to negotiate collective-agreement protections. In addition, the information gathered could be used with the Workers’ Compensation Board to argue that the health and safety of members and their families was being put at risk by the significantly substandard housing and by some of the working conditions. The Executive Committee decided to send teams to three different locations to see first-hand the living and working conditions of those in teacherages. We flew to Campbell River, drove to Gold River, and boarded a small float plane with Jim Norman, the local president. In Tahsis, we picked up Hiapo Poirier, a member of the provincial Health and Safety Advisory Committee, and then flew to Zeballos, where Dana Plett, the housing committee co-chairperson, met us at the wharf. The entire school staff, including support staff and the principal, were waiting with a wonderful potluck lunch—a great way to sit, talk, and share information about teacherages and living in remote locales. Even the talk of mould could not dampen our appetites! The local newspaper showed up to cover the event. We heard about one teacher’s foot going through the floor of his bathroom because leaks had led to wood rot. The bathroom ceiling is still hanging down many months later. We heard about unpaved driveways and sidewalks that become mud bogs during the constant winter rain, an oil furnace leak under one of the teacherages that has not been cleaned up, no overhangs so that porches and stairs are always treacherous, and the extremely high cost of groceries and other items, not to mention the difficulty in travelling to shop. It was obvious that teachers felt strongly about these issues that so affected their lives. With Dana we toured several teacherages after lunch. A graphic reminder of our trip’s purpose was the newly constructed Workers’ Memorial that recognizes the deaths and injuries of workers in the area. As we landed in Kyuquot, two teachers stood on the dock to greet us. Staff rep Brenda first took us on a boat trip over to Walters Island. The teachers must make the trip three times a week to get school and personal mail. The boat fills with rainwater and seawater and has to be bailed before travel. The pull-rope start is often difficult, especially in bad weather. The teachers have been lobbying for a safer boat. A highlight of the boat trip was visiting with a friendly and playful sea otter we named "Oscar." On the island, we saw the old Kyuquot school, a dilapitated, crumbling building where a TOC and his family lived after the school closed. Next we visited the Red Cross station, and nurse Don gave us a tour so we could compare his living and working conditions with those of the teachers. He pays $100 less rent per month for a perfectly maintained, beautifully furnished, and spacious house with a spectacular view of the harbour and beyond. Heating and cooking gas are free. The house has hardwood floors, a fully equipped kitchen, and a washer/ dryer. He and another nurse rotate in the job, two months on and two months off. Each trip is fully paid by the provincial government. By contrast, most teachers live in single-wide trailers that are unfurnished unless someone leaves unwanted belongings behind. The school board pays only 60% of the cost of bringing household goods in and nothing to ship them out. Since everything arrives on a barge, it is very expensive. The trailers all leak, so many are reluctant to freight their belongings into Kyuquot, especially since the school board charges them rent in the summer. Some leave for the holiday and come back to a different teacherage rather than pay rent just to store belongings. The windows pop out easily, and because security is non-existent, they are prone to vandalism and theft. The leaks, mice, and mould would destroy what isn’t stolen. Teachers and their children have constant respiratory infections, nasal drip, and other symptoms of inferior living conditions. The poorly constructed trailers are expensive to heat, and teachers pay the full cost, unlike the nurses. Many do not stay because of the conditions. We saw one teacher’s bedroom: a sleeping bag on the floor. Often, the only chairs are institutional plastic chairs from the school. Light fixtures are missing and porch lights are never replaced in spite of repeated calls to maintenance. The teacherages are mere metres from the school; privacy is non-existent. Close proximity to the school greatly adds to the hours of work. The teachers must pay their own transportation in and out of Kyuquot—a $120 water-taxi ride to their vehicles in Fair Harbour, followed by a long, treacherous drive on logging roads. Sometimes, teachers find themselves stranded because of vandalized or stolen vehicles, trees across the road, blasting on the road, or winter conditions. Cell phones do not work in the area. Brenda and others took us to the two new teacherages on the hill. They are not trailers; on-site construction was cheaper than bringing in trailers! By comparison, the new ones are spacious, light, and private. There is no rule about who gets what teacherage; that is all decided by the district management. There is one drawback to the new abodes. The bathrooms upstairs do not work because they are at the same level as the water tower and there is no water pressure. Consequently, the tenants—the principal and a teacher—live downstairs rather than negotiate the long, irregular stairways from the bedrooms in the middle of the night! Another concern is that if the gas pilot light goes out, the gas continues leaking. Our last stop was at Sally and Chris’s for another potluck meal. The teachers had gone all out to give us a warm welcome. Sally told us that the porch of her doublewide trailer used to have no eaves, and water poured on their heads every time they entered or left. Chris finally widened the porch and built an overhang himself, but it took two years to get the non-slip treads for the stairs! We also talked to a very-pregnant Sally about the trials and tribulations of living so far away from a hospital and her doctor. The entire staff walked us back to the wharf and stood waving on the dock as we took off. Some of us were a little choked up at the sight. I will never forget the kindness, sincerity, and dedication of the teachers from Zeballos and Kyuquot. The provincial government provides free transportation and fully furnished, livable accommodation for nurses, and teachers should accept nothing less. As a member of the Bargaining Team and the Executive Committee, I will continue to be forceful in my insistence on justice and fairness for those colleagues. A lingering image of Brenda, Dana, Sally, and the rest of the two school staffs and their run-down, mouldy trailers has made me angry and even more determined to ensure that all teachers in this province are provided with safe housing. Neil Worboys is the BCTF’s first vice-preisident.)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11994,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2001 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 13, Number 4, Jan./Feb. 2001 Labour affiliation think tank by Phyllis Kenney On Saturday, December 2, a group of BCTF members chose to forego their Christmas shopping and spent the day focussing on the issues associated with labour affiliation. At the AGM in March 2000, delegates passed the following motion: “That the BCTF embark on a renewed process that has the goal of eventual affiliation with the Canadian Labour Congress—B.C. Federation of Labour.” In early October, I had been intrigued by a BCTF posting for members to join a Labour Affiliation Task Force. Although I would not consider myself an expert, I submitted my curriculum vitae and was delighted to be invited to participate. Being part of this day was exciting and thought provoking. Although only 16 members were present for the think tank, their voices were diverse and I felt that they spoke for many members. They also brought a collective wisdom that shaped the day. We reviewed the history of this issue, and found out more about why it is important to our union and why it is becoming increasingly important at this time. Then we discussed obstacles and finally drafted recommendations to the Executive Committee. But the think tank also looked at deeper issues within the union. The question was asked: Is it just a resolution we want to have passed? Or do we want support and change among our own members? There was a general sense that as important as this resolution is, it is even more important to raise awareness and understanding within our union body. This will ultimately lead to a stronger membership. After discussion of the many aspects and ramifications, the members made recommendations about ways to proceed. Another topic of interest discussed was how we educate and welcome new members. I discovered that some locals have a one-day workshop for new members each year. New members have paid release time and spend the day getting to know their union. In our district, we don’t have large numbers of new teachers each year, but I am wondering how we can get them involved, answer their questions, and show them how to get the support they need. On my way home, I found myself thinking about our day and what I had learned. I formulated a list of questions for myself and other members. These questions can be examined individually, in small groups, at the local level, and at the provincial level. Our answers can lead us in a new direction of unity. Whatever we focus our energy on, we will get. If we focus on our divisiveness, we will get more divisiveness. If we focus on our unity, we will grow together. What are we doing right? How can we strengthen that? How do we celebrate and acknowledge our strengths? What could we do better? How can we get there? We work in a province where there are both union and non-union teachers. Ask yourself, Why have I chosen to work in a union environment? How would my job be different if I worked for a non-union employer? What do I have now that I would not have without my union? There are major differences that surface—job security, wages, benefits, working conditions, professional autonomy. With all of its faults, our union is still our greatest voice. Without a union, teachers do not fare as well. For me personally, the energy of this day will be unforgettable. It was my first experience of working with the BCTF at a provincial level. Having the opportunity to work with other union members, to meet our president and members of the staff and Executive Committee helped me to see the strength in our union. We have an informed, dedicated, capable, and committed group of people working for us. I highly recommend this kind of involvement to all members. There are many opportunities to get involved with your union, take them. Check your union bulletin board, ask your staff rep, follow the issues in Teacher newsmagazine. As I returned to my classroom on Monday morning, I found myself full of renewed enthusiasm. This experience has helped me to learn more about my union, my role as a member, and the benefits of belonging to the BCTF. Phyllis Kenney teaches at Bowser Elementary School, Mount Arrowsmith. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=14108,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 1997 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 9, Number 4, Jan./Feb. 1997 So, Where are the Boys? by Pat Clarke In June, at a year-end awards assembly I watched the students take their places and listen for their names in that school assembly formality that is as much ritual as event. The names struck me first: Stephanie, Kelly, Vivian, Marie, Leslie. I looked to confirm what my ears were telling me. At least two-thirds of those students receiving year-end awards were girls. Where were the boys? What had they been doing? My classroom experience told me that as far as achievement goes, girls are more than ever before leaving the boys copious snout fulls of dust as they forge ahead of them. The awards-day event dramatized a reality I had probably been subconsciously aware of for some time. As the event played out, I turned to a colleague and asked, "Where are the boys? The girls are walking away with this. Why do you think that is?" His reply, simple and cogent: "They work harder." I agreed and reflected on my mixed feelings of the moment. Finally we might be able to claim that girls really are getting the opportunities and attention in schools they have so long been denied, but what's with the boys? My new awareness of the widening gap between the scholastic achievement of girls and boys was at the time mostly a hunch, based on my experiences. Since June, however, I have come across some evidence that confirms my suspicions, a profile of various achievement and behaviour indicators by gender for what can safely be described as a large and typical, perhaps even bellwether, B.C. school district. In the secondary schools of that school district last year, boys who dropped out outnumbered girls by five to one. Boys with a failing-grade average outnumbered girls five to one. Boys were suspended from school five times more often than girls. On the positive side of the indicators, 80% of students on honour rolls in secondary schools were girls, and girls received almost three times more district and provincial scholarships than boys. Since receiving these figures, I have done some random checking with other school districts and found these to be fairly typical across the province. Some of these indicators do not indicate anything new, boys have always had more behaviour problems and customarily have had lower achievement than girls particularly in the earlier grades. Recent research however is showing that there has been an important change, boys used to catch up to the girls, now they don't. This explains why first-year admissions at UBC and SFU are now almost 60% female, a complete reversal from 25 years ago when female admissions were around 40%. Admissions to all but some technical and apprenticeship post-secondary programs and applied science faculties at universities are now predominantly female. Post-secondary programs once male dominated, such as science and business, are now 50% female. And while females continue to broaden their career horizons, few males consider "non-traditional" careers such as nursing, dental hygiene, and paraprofessional occupations. I have also noticed for some time that girls are taking on leadership roles and setting themselves on realistic but ambitious career paths much more readily than boys. The old male-dominated secondary school student council, for example, has gone the way of the Loyal Order of the Moose. Virtually all the social-responsibility initiatives I have been aware of over the past few years, from environmental clubs to food-bank drives, have been organized and led by girls. (One female environmental-club activist told me of their difficulty getting boys to participate.) If the boys aren't working as hard as the girls at their class work, if they aren't taking on leadership and social responsibilities, and if they seem less concerned about their futures, what are they doing? If the girls are simply outperforming the boys, that's fine. It's their turn anyway. But too many boys don't seem to be even trying. They aren't on the field. They have retired to a leisured existence of watching televised sport and playing electronic games. They have been anesthetized by a "boy culture" that celebrates bravado, lassitude, and stupidity. The significant evidence that we may finally have an education system that encourages females to try hard, succeed, and consider a much wider range of career paths than ever before is the good news. The bad news is that too many males are not doing very well at all, do not seem overly concerned, and may be on their way to turning themselves into a social underclass. The "father of a daughter" part of me is tempted to say "good; the more boys opt out the better her chances." The "educator/amateur sociologist" part of me sees potentially serious educational and social problems. Our schools are supposed to be inclusive, but as far as this too large group of rogue males is concerned, our schools appear to be mostly exclusive. I don't believe it is because we teachers don't try to include them‹we do‹but too often our efforts end in suspensions, failures, or mediocre achievement and wasted time. Something is wrong. It could be one of those social phenomena we are simply overwhelmed by: a generally dysfunctional Beavis and Butthead male culture against which we are mere candles in the wind. Is this a problem or not? Is there anything teachers, schools, trustees, and government can do, or are we doing the best we can now? We should talk about this. Pat Clarke is an assistant director in the BCTF's Professional Development Division. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8824&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, Number 4, March 2004 Persistence trumps failure by Wendy Tarasoff "Education is as necessary as light. It should be as common as water and as free as the air." – Egerton Ryerson, 1847 My greatest learning has always followed on the heels of a failure—when I struggle, decide not to give up, and forge ahead. I came to see other points of view. Before me was a Grade 9 student trying to translate from his mother tongue into English, in a foreign country with a different set of beliefs, customs, and unfamiliar sounds. "Sam" says to me, "What you say?" over and over as if trying to get me to understand. I make eye contact and do my best to acknowledge; I draw word pictures. His vocabulary starts to increase, but he grunts when he gets something. It takes a lot of patience to understand him, and a willingness on my part to present a concept several different ways without making him wrong. He gets the idea he says—metaphor—a cat is a dog when it growls and howls. I take the wins as they come, try to build on them. Sam can now make a sentence with a subject and a verb. I remember a time when I too struggled with that, and I watch step by step as he writes words he knows that he can’t spell. Sam’s frustration level is very high, and like any other student, he is struggling on essays. He looks to me for help. I make no comment on the essay assignment: discuss several characters in a story or a movie you have seen. Explain in your essay, why it is important for a character not to give up. The central motif suggests that the decisions we make determine the outcome. I worked with Sam, mapping his ideas on paper about Peter Pan, the protagonist, and Captain Hook, the antagonist. Sam describes some of the things Peter is up against, how he bests them, and how he learns to fly. Then, there was the Lord of the Rings and Frodo Baggins. Frodo carried a heavy burden. At times, it looked as if he would not make it. Sometimes he needed the help of a friend. Sam grunted and came to a conclusion, "...giving up may not be the best idea even if it is hard...maybe okay to fail but what we do with it, decide, matters." The assignment may have helped Sam recognize what failure is, brought him to a new decision, even changed him into a hero. I thought so, because the next time I saw Sam, there was light in his eyes. We worked together on more sentences, definitions of words, pictures, and examples. Sam took sentences home to do on his own for the first time. A teacher has to take into account the individual and find ways to help each "Sam" access education. I root for each student (including Sam) to have that voyage of self-discovery and gain both confidence and ability. With Sam, the learning outcome of the assignment was met despite the numerous errors. They could be corrected on a gradient. What is important is that Sam is willing to be his own hero in learning. I learned from Sam that failure is failure only when nothing is done about it. What about Tom and Suzy? How can we help them to become hero and heroine too? I will look for opportunities to change failure into success. Wendy Tarasoff, an English tutor has just applied to SFU PDP and hopes to become a teacher in B.C.)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2014/09/tentative-agreement-yes-or-no.html?showComment=1410932500226,Staffroom Confidential: Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, September 16, 2014 Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Despite what I know was a herculean effort on the part of our bargaining team, I very much hope that BC teachers will vote no to the tentative agreement. After five weeks of strike, and twelve years of legal battles, this is not the deal that will restore sanity to public education and it is not a fair deal for teachers and students. Just as teachers in Saskatchewan rejected a deal to ensure a better outcome, I hope BC teachers will consider a no vote to let our team know we have to go back to the bargaining table. Class size, composition The agreement provided a modified LIF fund starting at $75 million per year and increasing to $85 by the last year. It is for teachers only, which will mean a slight improvement in Districts where sizeable portions were spent on Education Assistants or senior District staff rather than teachers. However, in an average size District like Victoria (20,000 students, 1,000 teachers), this will translate into about 5-10 more teachers. That is one for every five schools. To put it in comparison, Justice Griffin's judgement estimated the lost funding due to lost class size language at about $330 million in current dollars. (Read more here about the proposed Education Fund.) I heard so many teachers speak up about the need to ensure that we do not return to over-crowded classes when the strike ends. This agreement does very little to alleviate what is the most pressing issue. Throwing away the court victory The agreement provides a "reopener" in the event we win on appeal our class size language. What this means is that the language returns, but is not implemented until new language is negotiated. Without the actual implementation of the returned language, there will be very little incentive for the government to bargain it back. We would essentially be back in the very same position we are in today, with government trying to bargain it out and us trying to bargain it back in. In my opinion, even if we were legislated back to work we would be in a superior position. If we won the appeal the government would then be forced to implement the language. We are thus throwing away our historic court victory and the bargaining pressure it potentially creates. The reopener is really only mildly less offensive than E80. In both cases, we have to bargain back what was illegally taken from our contract and the government will probably never have to restore it. In fact, the "reopener" creates the perfect opportunity for government to lock us out to try and force us to agree to something far inferior. Throwing away the remedy for the last twelve years The agreement provides $105 million to compensate for grievances over-sized classes for the last twelve years. Using Justice Griffin's estimates, our loss is roughly $300 million times 12 = over $3 billion. I cannot fathom how $105 million is a fair compromise. The BCTF's original proposal to put this money back into the system was a more fair and productive approach. This agreement means we can no longer go to the courts for a fair remedy. Wages The agreement is very close to government's original offer. While I would be willing to accept this if the class size language was returned, teachers should not be taking such a significant monetary loss without the commensurate gain in working conditions. We have lost roughly 12% of our annual salary. We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut. Minimal improvements There are very minimal improvements in preparation time for elementary teachers (10 minutes per week), and TTOC daily rate. The TTOC daily rate change may depend on your grid placement. It could actually be a wage loss for long term TTOCs who are above category 5 and step 7. There is also $11 million in health and dental benefits. At 40,000 members, this is $275 each. Hardly worth consideration in the context of the rest of the agreement. What next? There are a variety of options if we vote no. We can continue the strike. We can choose to return to work and continue bargaining. We do not, and should not, accept an agreement that doesn't meet our needs and doesn't meet the needs of students and public education. When Saskatchewan teachers rejected the first deal which had 5.5% wage increases over four years, the second deal had 7.3% increases over four years. They have said this still isn't good enough. For us, our main issue is classroom conditions. We need to say this isn't good enough. The way to do that is to vote no. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 7:48 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 124 comments: Troy MooreSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:17 PM The EC recommendation states the open clause will be argued from restored language. However, selling our grievances for nothing as the 105 million is strike savings, is plenty of reason to vote no. Further, no composition caps, but a fund controlled by Superintendents is enough reason to vote no. Thursday I will vote no.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:06 PM Re-opener also says "education fund" in place until new language bargained, so old language can disappear forever.Delete Reply Mme RousseauSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:33 PM Government starved us to death hoping we'd vote yes to whatever deal they'd offer. Planned it from the start.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:07 PM We can sill choose (collectively) to return to work if we reject this deal. Many options.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:09 PM Great analysis, Tara! I think that returning to work would be a bad idea. This will frustrate parents more if they need to find new ways to deal with taking care fo kids. USe the money given to you by the other unions. I am a teacher who had to quit for stress over the terrible condition of work (split FI grade 4/5, several low LD kids with little support, one severe with no support, 2 gifted (no support), and a principal who expected me to teach 2 separate social studies AND science programs)Delete Reply Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:56 PM Good points by all but the gov't succeeded in starving my family out and completly breaking us. I will be voting YES and live to fight another dayReplyDelete Replies schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:21 PM 'Fight another day'? In the last twelve years that we have been pushing back against this government, never has the tide tide been so much with teachers, class size/composition, and public education - and never has the government been pushed back onto the ropes (especially with the call for binding arbitration). What 'other day' is being proposed that we wait for? Now is the time. Vote 'no' and give the BCTF bargaining team a renewed mandate to get a decent deal for students and teachers.Delete Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:10 PM "Another day" means to wake up and realize that 2more weeks means my family of 5 could lose our home. It means I will do all I can to recall Cc, Factbender, and other mla's, and maybe even having "a guy I know" have a chat with them. In year 1 of their reign, I don't believe they even know what "the ropes" are. I will vote YES ...for my family, and I can live with thatDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:12 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply Karen FergusonSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:03 PM Just a question: When the Saskatchewan teachers voted no, had they already been on strike for 5 weeks?ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM No. They are working with no contract. They are not on strike.Delete Shannon DavisSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:23 AM I am a Saskatchewan teacher. We are not on strike; we are currently in the conciliation process after voting "no" to 2 previous offersDelete Reply "Mama Rose"September 16, 2014 at 9:27 PM Can we truly return to work without agreeing and continue bargaining? When I suggested returning to work a few weeks ago, the answer was "being on strike puts pressure on the gov't and without pressure they have no reason to settle." And can you explain more how legislating us back would be better than agreeing to this deal? And finally, why would the BCTF executive put forward a deal that was not a good one?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:30 PM Because they need confirmation of the resolve of the membership to get something better. That is what a no vote does.Delete Reply Troylana MSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:28 PM some great points to ponder, tara......thinking thinking....ReplyDelete schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:43 PM If we vote 'no' to the tentative deal we still have options: We'd not have a contract. But we could... a) strike with full picket lines b) partially strike with phase 1 (work-to-rule) in schools c) partially strike with periodic/rotating job action d) continue negotiating e) return to work and re-escalate strike f) some/all of the above ReplyDelete Replies Caroline MackenzieSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:21 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:14 PM a) will expedite matters (I say less that 3 days)Delete Reply danabjornsonSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:05 PM I am thinking that a legislated, crappier contract would only be in effect for 2 years max (before elections...). If we take this offer, then we will be agreeing to this pseudo-E80. Should we win the court case (which we likely will), we will have to settle on the terms of the THIS negotiated contract which doesn't actually restore learning conditions; it simply allows for those conditions to be negotiated. If we say n, then we default to the 2002 contract, which DOES restore the language. A "yes" vote is saying that we are good on "crumbs"; a "no" vote is saying we want an actual meal. That's my understanding, anyway. Please correct me where I am wrong, Tara. :)ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:44 PM And word is IF they legislate, they could opt to legislate back Grade 10-12 only causing the union to have to lay off all teachers and re-hire based on seniority. That will tear the union at the seams pitting teacher against teacher for those positions. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:17 PM There will be a general strike if that were to happen! They better not do this. They will regret it.Delete Reply imaginefunlearningSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:09 PM Some good points on the background of our fight over the past 12 years, which I have been actively engaged in; however we need to recognize the climate we are in. We are not in Sask. people! We have just come through a very long summer!! We need to thank our @bctf bargaining team & recognize the toll this has taken on all of us & our families. I don't have the luxury of more time on the strike line. This may be as good as it gets. Let's read the agreement and consider getting back to work and making some $ again! That's my 2 cents worth, which would come in really handy right now!!!ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:18 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply RobSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:11 PM Go back in work to rule mode. Work this winter to recall every Liberal MLA. ThAt is the only way to apply pressure to these criminals. ReplyDelete Replies Kate RestonSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:03 PM Recall! Not sure who won the battle but the war is still onDelete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:14 AM Well said Kate... I agree 100%Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:20 PM I think say NO and a better deal will be done in less than 3 days. These guys are not criminals, they are lower than that. I bet they get a sick pleasure in hurting the kids and the teachers.Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:31 PM An official recall is in the works: https://www.facebook.com/groups/316129595235450/?fref=ts Please consider joining.Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:26 AM Leah - do you honestly think anyone who voted BC Liberal did so thinking that they would act any differently on the education file?Delete Reply JJSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:16 PM I am glad to see other members who share my views. I am outraged at a 1.2 percent "raise" in salary per year that doesn't even meet inflation of currently 2%. I feel used and abused.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:23 PM Not to mention all of the other pittance! I am actually surprised that Iker asked teachers to vote on this! Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:18 PM Hi Tara Thanks for the summary! Will we be able to vote NO to the deal, but vote YES to returning to work? Will there be three options when we vote Thursday? Why did the BCTF agree to a substandard deal for us? If we vote no to a deal that was recommended to us, the teachers look like the bad guys and public approval will plummet. I am very disappointed and frustratedReplyDelete Replies KataSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:12 AM Public approval will not necessarily plummet. I have seen strikes where the membership has voted against the executive's "best results to date", and ended up with a better offer. This offer is an insult. The $300 million will not bring funding to the national average (I believe). More importantly, the wage offer is half of the average wage increase for public and private workers (StatsCan). Delete Reply MontySeptember 16, 2014 at 10:19 PM Thank you, Tara. My thoughts too, more clearly expressed. As well, Thursday is too soon to vote, too soon to vote, too soon to vote........ReplyDelete Richard ChalkeSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:21 PM Vote no and lose every shred of public support...just sayin!ReplyDelete Replies UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:31 AM I am a member of the public and would support a "no" vote. js!.Delete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:01 AM Richard Chalke, NO you won't! I am a mother with 3 adopted special needs children who need to be in a class that is designed for them and others like them (my kids are academically slightly delayed but their issues are more social and behavioural) where they can receive the education they deserve taught in a way they can comprehend. I will speak now for all the parents I know, and we will support the teacher's if they continue to fight for our children's best interest.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:28 PM It might not be pretty at first, but once we explain things (and I hope the Mandarin-speaking teachers flood the Richmond organization that voiced their concerns), they will back us. The 3 billions that the judge came to is the first I hear about. This should be stated to every newsmedia comment section in the province. Minimize pickets and flood those outlets with commenters, just like the Liberals do. Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:45 PM I am a member of the public and a single Mother of a child in the public school system. You will NOT lose one bit of my support if you vote no. I know that you are sacrificing so that my child can have a better education, and I am most grateful for it. Having said that, I also know that you are exhausted and broke. I have been dreading that you may have to settle for less than what you (we) deserve because the government succeeded in breaking you. I am not in your shoes, so cannot judge. If the vote is a yes, I understand and I am still behind you. Delete Reply Alison RocheSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:25 PM It is a crap deal. It's always a crap deal. Once you raise the stakes to striking, anything else is a cave in. The last time we walked out was the 3 day illegal strike where I threw away 1200$ and got EXACTLY the same contract I had the year before. The BCTF called it a win because they didn't rip up MORE of my contract. Ridiculous. There are a few of us that believe that working to contract, doing 100% of your teaching job and nothing more (like paying for supplies out of your own pocket or EC) is the only way teachers will survive this government. What if they get re-elected again? Then what? Teachers have lost thousands to these clowns to make "statements" about the state of public education in this province. We can't keep sacrificing ourselves and our families. And in the meantime, you talk to parents about why you have to take this crappy road. Because up until this strike they mostly didn't care about the state of education, but god forbid you didn't run a Sports Day. Then suddenly they wanted to know what the hell was going on. Keep the conversation going in schools. Attend your PAC meetings and stop enabling this govt to underfund and overwork the system. And still get paid!ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:20 AM I am very excited at the prospect of returning to my beloved job on Friday. However I will NOT continue to put my personal money into my classroom and I will be seriously reconsidering my involvement in extra curriculars. I think we shoot ourselves in the foot with all the unpaid work we so willingly volunteer to do. Delete Reply FCSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:38 PM I heard a rumour last week from a loose lipped government insider that after the 22nd, depending on the outcome of the negotiations the Liberals were going to announce a 3 step process. I was not clear if this was based on 3 steps to resolve the strike (perhaps the 3rd step is legislation??) or 3 steps to overhaul the education system, either way, they will settle it outright. I wish you all luck and all the information that you need to make a sound decision of what you feel is best.ReplyDelete Replies Lisa BurrowsSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:53 PM I have heard similar rumours. On the 23rd, the gov. was planning on introducing a $6000 per year voucher system for 3 choices: an academic or trades program, or something called EducationCanada. Not clear whether their intention was to privatize the public system, de-certify teachers and hire them back under new wage/benefits. Not clear where these rumours originated from. Maybe fear tactics to get teachers to vote yes. In any event, I plan on voting yes. I signed up to be a teacher, not a martyr. This strike has cost us a lot. We need to regain our livelihood and hopefully continue the conversation about class composition. We have at least awakened many people to the issue, and the court case is still an avenue that could eventually improve teaching and learning conditions.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:33 PM I urge all teachers to fight and say NO to this deal. Retired teacher who had to retire because horrendous work conditions. Make me proud. They will not last long if you say NO! I know this is tough, but there is money and I hear that Van City does offer loan at low to 0 %. Banks do allow you to miss a mortgage payment. Go talki to your banker.Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM Will school districts require teachers to make up missed days, as suggested in the media? Will the school calendar be changing to make up for the missed three weeks and if so will we be made aware of those changes PRIOR to the vote? ReplyDelete KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:41 PM "Wages..... We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut." And that is the cost of going on strike!!! There is nothing that can be done about that. You cannot go on strike and put up the raise you want every week to compensate for your time on strike - it doesn't work that way.ReplyDelete Replies Drew StevensonSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:59 AM I believe the missing "..." Suggests that they meant to refer to the losses against inflation since the last wage step increase. Thus this contract does not allow us to recover the buying power lost to inflation since the last non contract or "0%" year. Add those up and compare against the proposed increase and you see that by the end of the contract, we won't be able to afford the same value of goods (loaves of bread, watts of energy, litres of gas) that we could at the end of the last contracts term. It was not a comment about wages that were lost in the strike. Those are really small potatoes when compared to the grinding power of inflation over years and years. The next contract will use this latest for a bench mark so these losses to inflation will grind at all teachers for as long as they teach. A death of a thousand cuts to our ability to afford basic goods and services. Any raise less than inflation is a cut to the value placed on us and on our ability to pay our bills. Delete Reply Ed SSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:09 PM Having lost $20,000 (including summer school wages) as the single income for a family of five is far too much; I will be voting YES to the deal, unless the independently wealthy teachers out there who wish to continue the strike will pay my bills and mortgage for me.ReplyDelete Replies Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:14 PM I feel ya. Yes for meDelete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:18 AM Ed S. With all due respect (and I mean that), how did you lose $20,000 in the strike? Teachers were out 2 weeks (all out) before they were supposed to be in June, and now 3 weeks for the start of school? It is my understanding that teachers don't get paid through the summer months. Please correct me if I'm wrong, wherever I'm wrong. Shouldn't you have been financially alright for the summer months at least? Also all teachers knew this strike had a possibility of extending into the new school year but no one teacher budgeted for this possibility? I'm truly just trying to get a clear picture of where this all stems. NO disrespect intended.Delete BlairSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:12 AM Kelly, not Ed but if you look at the numbers there was the 10% lockout haircut in May/June plus the loss of most of June and the loss of much of September. In our 1 teacher (1 non) household we calculated a $9 K - $10 K loss so far. If you add summer school earnings you can easily make the loss in the $20 k zone. As for budgeting, we budget for the summer, but did not expect the 10% haircut, nor the loss of June/Sept days which completely messed our budgeting calculations. A very good friend (single teaching mother) was crushed by the loss of the June income and is without a penny today.Delete Mr. SmoothSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:35 PM The only one who didn't get a haircut was Jim Iker... and he needs one more than anyone else. What's with that over-coiffed 70"s mullet Jim? Does wonders for the BCTF brand image!Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:55 PM Jim's hair is not open for discussion in a respectful space like this. As for his salary, he is a teacher who does not get paid when we are on strike.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:04 PM Totally agree!Delete Reply Mr. GSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:24 PM If I thought they could do any better I would agree with voting NO, but you have to be realistic. The BCTF does not use professionals to bargain and always ends up with much less than they promise the membership when asking for a strike vote. While this is not a great deal for teachers, I really think you're fooling yourself if you think it'll get any better.ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:02 AM BCTF needs to be replaced with younger more adept representatives and advocates. Also, we should be hiring professional contract negotiators - you don't go into battle with cut throat corporate types with a wooden knife. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:37 PM This is BAD deal! Say NO to it and show those (expletives) that we will not take it anymore! Come on! Show them that teachers have a spine! They will respect us, oddly!Delete Reply retaSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:51 PM I agree with Richard. Those in the public that are uniformed would be furious, and there are many teachers who just can't afford to use their wages as their voice any longer - too much has already been donated to the government. In my opinion, the deal is pretty lame. I am sitting on the fence.ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:24 AM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:26 AM So true!!! I cannot afford to fight this battle for public education any longer. Why is this my personal and professional obligation??? However I think this deal is weak weak weak. I also think its the best we are going to get. Ideologically I'm on the fence but my wallet will vote YES.Delete Reply SirThinksToo MuchSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:54 PM My wife and I will be voting "Yes" on Thursday for it is the middle path. The easy path would have been for us to go back to school with E-80 & E-81 over our heads. The difficult path would be for us to vote "No" and put our mortgage at risk and having to continue asking retired parents for handouts to feed a family with three kids. The middle path is the wisest choice for us considering the current political climate in which those who do not teach are the quickest to judge it harshly.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:41 PM I understand that this is really tough for you! I almost died teaching a few month ago. I had to quit. Please consider holding on and say no. Remember the short loss in salary will be offset in the LONG-RUn by better salary increase. This is a joke! They will be laughing at you even more if we accept this. This is a very bad deal! However, I do respect your position!Delete Reply DaleSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:16 AM Why would classroom conditions be better on October 9th after being legislated back? We have been outplayed because of our stubborn refusal to outdated, tired old tactics. It is because of these actions that have led us to this terrible deal. Time to reset, regroup and stock up for the long haul. Can't do it if half the members commit hara kiri on themselves. We are a union of professionals not a cult. ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:49 AM Could not agree more.Delete schreck!September 17, 2014 at 9:44 AM Could you please advise which tactics you believe could have been used to secure a superior deal?Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:47 AM Full disclosure: I'm a BC Liberal supporter. The only people who would benefit from a NO vote are the BC Liberals. Teachers would be bargaining with no leverage whatsoever and would be viewed by a large segment of the population as unreasonable. The BC Liberals then get portray themselves as the only party capable of dealing with the BCTF. schreck! says that the BCTF has the government on the ropes, but he couldn't be farther from the truth. The government wants people to view the BCTF as their primary opponent. Disputes like this just shore up the BC Liberal base and protect its right flank. Any half-baked recall campaign will only reinforce that. It's true teachers aren't going to recoup the lost wages from the strike. I would suggest to you that that means this job action was probably not in teachers' interests, especially without any sort of appreciable strike fund. This is the best deal teachers were ever going to get with this government and people should have been able to recognize that in June. If you want my advice (which you probably don't), it would be to spend the next 5 years building up a strike fund, electing better leaders, and hiring a professional negotiating team. Don't bring a knife to a gunfight and expect things to go well. Focus on getting the best deal you can from whoever the government is rather than trying to change the government, the HST, Kinder Morgan or a thousand different issues that distract from education and erode the union's finances further. You'd be doing yourself a favour, and probably doing the NDP a favour at the same time. Also, if schreck! is David Schreck, you can thank his opposition to STV for the last two BC Liberal majorities. I know I do.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:11 PM One step would be to stop making political contributions to the NDP. This only contributes to the childish animosity and lack of trust that has constantly characterized negotiations. How else can the Socreds/Liberals view teachers except as enemies when they so publicly support their opponents. This stupid confrontational immature approach has to STOP!!!!! Education should not be a political fight when it is so obviously a valuable benefit to our society. It was an NDP government that legislated teachers back to work in 1993. Stop making education a political fight.Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:10 PM I don't think they have to go that far. CUPE and the Nurses still contribute to the NDP yet they don't have the same acrimonious relationship. CUPE and the Nurses just make their members their priority, and broader advocacy second.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:55 PM Ryan (possibly a Liberal paid commenter), with all due respect, I disagree with you. The cumulative increase in lieu of this will be better. Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can. I say to Iker, ask for 6% over 3 years because these people love to play the 15% over 15 year game to make it so big on the surface. Some people think that this is 15% every year. Believe me! I have seen it in comment sections. Others believe that the 15% is too high not understanding that they must divide things over the duration of the contract. It is time that we play it smarter. It is time to put the foot down and ask for money given to us by other unions, if it is needed. Banks can accept one late mortgage payment. It would be suicidal for them to not help. Imagine the possible damage if that ever leaks out. They could lose a lot in teacher money. I for one would pull my money out of a bank in support! Teachers are going to show this government that we have a spine! Enough is enough! Aren't you tired of being treated like kids? (Retired teacher who almost died in a car accident because of work conditions that were horrendous. I had to quit.)Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 AM Not paid by the BC Liberals. I pay them actually... :/ I imagine astroturfers of any affiliation wouldn't disclose their bias. "Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can." How did that work in May 2013? If the teachers reject a contract that their own union endorsed, it will make teachers seem unreasonable. Whether that perception is true or fair is irrelevant. It's what will happen, and teachers will be weaker as a result. Take my advice. Build up a strike fund and focus on the internal governance of the BCTF for the next 6 years. You'll be better off for it. Or not. I don't mind you or others making it easier for the party I support to get elected. I'd just rather not see kids and teachers hurt in the process.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:37 AM Ah! The "don't-hurt-kids" card, hey, when you have underfunded education for 12 years! WOW! That takes the cake! Are your trolling? Oh! You are serious? :) Would you be surprised if I don't follow your advice, considering your lack of logic? Would you be surprised if others don't follow your advice? It is ttue that bullies like you and your ilks love to show who is the boss, who is the teacher now! I suspect that is at the root of the problem! No one wants to fail in school! No one wants to get the strap! Sad that today's teachers don't like it too! But, who cares, we are ... teachers! We deserve it! BAH! BAH! BAH!Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:22 PM That's fine. I look forward to another 16 years of BC Liberal government.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:41 PM 16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate! Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan! Sociopaths do that!Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 9:35 AM "16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate!" 16 years of our opponents still don't understand why they lost. Like I said, that's fine with me. If I said the Liberals would be in power for at least another 13 years back in 2004 you probably would have laughed too. Heck, if I told you on May 13 last year that the BC Liberals would be reelected on May 14 you'd probably have laughed too. And you were wrong. Why is that? Answer that question if you want the NDP to win the next election. Without a correct answer to it, the NDP's cause is hopeless. "Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan!" You feel they are flawed, and that's fine. I don't go around calling people who disagree with me sociopaths, nor do I accuse them of being paid shills. But I also don't feel much need to address your ad hominems. There are logical arguments to support your position, but argumentum ad hominem is not one of them. It's a textbook logical fallacy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 1:15 PM Ah! Now I get it! It is all ego-based! You think because you voted the winning party that you are a winner and we are losers! You think because you predicted that the Liberals would win, you are winner. That does not make YOU a winner or the Liberals! It is called DEMOGRAPHICS, you expletives. The baby boomers are getting old and because they have more assets and won't make a whole lot more for too long, they need to vote a govn't who is going to do just that! It is not rocket science! WOW! You think you are so superior when your party stole an election with 47% of the popular vote. That's not a majority and your party should not have been elected. BTW, did you delete from your ethical memory the words Ethnic voting scandal? The field is slanted and you know it. However, you are so willing to minimize, forget the scams and bad fairplay tactics like a sociopath is allowed to minimize or ignore his or victims emotions that you don't see that you are the loser, we are the victim of your constant bullying. 1% wage increases after years of 0% increases and you can justify that when Yahoo reports that the average Canadian can hope to get 2.5% this and next year: https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html You Liberals behave like fascists, but we can't call you that because that's not allowed! Well! Guess what? It is and you are. Live with it! You keep on dreaming you are a genius! :) I am retired, getting soon a nice pension, and laughing at you from a beach somewhere! AHAHA! Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 2:14 PM What's with the name calling Peter? For someone claiming to be retired you really don't show the wisdom of age. For someone who talks about logic, you use logical fallacies like ad hominems a lot too. It's a fair point that the BC Liberals didn't get a majority of the vote (and I'm a very big supporter of electoral reform). The BC Liberals + Conservatives did though, and I don't think it's realistic to expect the BC Conservatives to have been more generous had they been part of government. Last time I checked I just voted. I didn't "victimize" anyone. Perhaps your rage is misplaced. If you think the election was "stolen" I'm afraid I have to question your grasp on reality though. "Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?" I'm glad you'll have a pleasant retirement Peter. I have no ill will towards you. I'm not sure why you think I do. I'm not saying people were *right* to vote BC Liberal. That's a matter of opinion. All I'm saying is people *did* vote BC Liberal. More voted BC Liberal than BC NDP for the last 5 elections in a row actually. You need to understand why that happened in order to change it for the next election. Clearly you're not interested in that though. Which is fair enough. Just remember next time you're upset about something the BC Liberals do that your lack of interest is part of why the BC Liberals get elected at all.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 3:23 PM I love your culture --or the lack of thereof! Guess what, stop thinking averybody is white and must follow your little rules. Namecalling? Sociopath? Whaaaat? And, what if you are? Still can't call you that? :) You fascist right-wingers are big on censorship! I just don't like you giving us lessons on how to get the NDP in. As stated, people are voting right of the NDP because it is a matter of demographics and a little ethnic vote buying on the side. The rest is mumbo jombo. Yes, of course, they will have to go on strike in the future and yes they will have to build a strike fund. The Liberals stole that from the BCTF too! And, you wonder why I don't have any respect for them? Yes, electoral reform is needed! We agree!Delete Reply JJ GeorgeSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:46 AM As a parent, I support the teachers and respect whether they choose to vote yes or no. However I noticed a discrepancy here from other information I've read regarding prep time for elementary teachers. Here it states minimal improvement to prep time - only 10 minutes per week being added. Elsewhere I read that it is 100 minutes per week for prep, increasing by an additional 10 minutes in the final year. That is a significant difference, and worth noting. Or have I completely misunderstood?ReplyDelete Replies Anne-MarieSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:59 AM Elementary teachers currently have 90 minutes of preparation time per week so an increase to 100 minutes per week is only gaining 10 minutes. In other provinces and some private schools they have as much as 45 minutes of prep time per day.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:56 PM Thank you for inquiring!Delete DW ZSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:57 PM You're right JJ George. There is a significant difference around the province regarding preparation times. In my district elementary teachers currently get 100 minutes of prep time. This new proposal is useless to me. I'll have to wait 6 years to gain an extra 10 minutes. Delete Reply UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:11 AM Almost nobody gets cost of living adjustments. Also inflation is NOT 2%. Do some research and look at the CPI for BC over the last 24 months. The average over the last 2 years is 0.7%, not 2%. The CPI changes every month so you cant just look at the highest month and declare that THE inflation rate. Check out the 12 month averages document for the actual numbers. http://www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/StatisticsBySubject/Economy/ConsumerPriceIndex.aspx All that being said I support the teachers. if you think this is a bad deal as a parent my dream would be for the teachers to vote no but continue bargaining because I do think the kids need to be in school and I do fear that the teachers will lose all support if the strike continues. All I ask as a parent is that you do your own research and try not to be swayed by all the opinions. ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:01 AM Inflation for August was 2.1% (http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/economy/cpi-report-expected-to-reveal-rise-in-canadas-core-inflation-rate/article20593943/). The CPI is a year-over-year calculation.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:43 AM Inflation should be looked at as a yearly average, not an individual month.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:34 PM The lawyers do not believe we have compromised our court deal. Our leadership would not have sold us out. We dodged a bullet. The Premier had something loaded even if we are not sure what it was. The idea that we could simply return to work is not guaranteed. I think a no vote could easily lead to the Liberals locking us out again because the Premier wants to crush us and she will use any excuse. She did not want to take the advice of her people and do this deal. I am certain a plan for drastic action (where we have to take the concessions they had planned) or worse - was in place. We can't guarantee the press will do any better job explaining the complexities should we say no. They rarely sided with us in markets outside of Vancouver where people are more political and they often misled or allowed others to mislead. They are not helping and would sensationalize. This would see dissolution of support very quickly - especially if we asked for wages. (Though admittedly it angers me that we can't ask for wages without being accused of being greedy when that is what most bargaining units do). But we have argued this is about kids and while this is not ideal - it is better to have teachers than not. The deal does suck in that it does not bring us to par - but this fight needs to be won with a strategy that is political and capacity will do that in another round. We have some support - but it is limited to the choir. We need to have the pews too. We need to build that capacity while working and continue to find allies because the fight is bigger than most people want to consider. This is about ideology and about privatization. Education always was political but never more so than now and we have to fight this party or the conservatives who would do the same or worse. No teacher who is responsible can ignore the politics any longer. That is simply the truth. If you work in the system you better get informed and you better be prepared to fight until retirement for the system. That said, I want to ask the same question others are asking: Why is this the job of 42,000 teachers and not the job of all citizens who want equality to fight for this right? It is time (while the conversation is still on-going and up to and including election night) for us to guide the public where we can but mainly play our part by not propping the system up. Make poverty known. Make noise about shortfalls, ask questions (in the media or in board offices ) about who is going to fix it instead of paying ourselves, volunteer some but wait for the pubic to step up so they see what schools lack. I hate the deal too. But I trust Vince Ready and Iker and I don't think we could have done better right now. I think we dodged a bullet because I have read everything this government has put out and followed the trail. They plan to privatize and they are just looking for the route. Voting YES for now does not mean we are giving up. It does not mean a win in the way we wanted but we have won a battle that will lead to us winning the war. If we don't rest up and stock up we might not get there.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:57 PM Well, if it is bigger than just this battle, then we will need ALL the unions to strike if they do indeed use drastic (draconian) measures. I say it is time for ALL of the unions to call a general strike. I guarantee that they will not like that one bit. What will they do then? Call the army? :) People in Europe, at the end of the 19th century stood up in mines. General strikes do occur in Europe and have. If you think you had it tough, think of them who stood tall for US in tougher times and conditions. Make sacrifices. Sell furniture. Tutor on the side. Ask for the BCTF money. Ask your banker to help. As friends and relatives. If we say NO, it won't last long. If they legislate us back, let's call a general province-wide strike of all unions. Delete Reply Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:47 AM Between CC's smug smile as she celebrates slaughtered teachers and Jim Iker's goofy grin - seemingly unaware that he has been a willing puppet, I am thoroughly disgusted. Over the next 5 years, teachers will be in an increasingly bad situation financially, classrooms will continue to be too large and complex with increasing medical, social and environmental issues impacting academic delivery. It could not be less obvious that things will continue to worsen. The Liberals have ensured that BC is rapidly becoming the Canadian Monaco for rich off shore interests and wealthy corporations. Soon the underpaid "workers" will have to be bussed in daily to Vancouver - Asian style. The only recourse is to move to just about any other province and bring in up to $100,000 more over the six years with much less cost of living. So we are bailing, encouraged by friends who have gotten positions in Manitoba and Alberta. My colleagues and I discovered through contacting several school boards across Canada that specialist (special needs and behavioural) and secondary science teachers are in particular demand. I want to work in a professional, respectful environment where the needs of all children are considered a priority and where I feel inspired to do my best. However, I want my vote to reflect the wishes of teachers who will be here over the next 6 (5) years, so very much appreciate your blog and opportunity to read the comments.ReplyDelete Bert SlaterSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:11 AM To vote YES will throw away 12 years of effort, and 2 victories in BC Supreme Court. To vote YES will be to snatch defeat from the jaws of victory. If you vote YES what bargaining power do you think you will have - the government will do nothing, and then what do you think you will do - take job action? PLEASE VOTE NO.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:59 PM Time to show you have a spine!Delete Reply RodSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:06 AM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Cool HandSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 AM Wouldn't a 'No' vote be a vote of no confidence in the BCTF itself?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:02 AM Not at all. It is just a message to the leadership we need to do better. The strength of the union is the members, and we support the leadership by giving them direction through democratic means.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:40 PM I disagree. How else can a recommendation by the EC to vote yes be interpreted? Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:00 PM I am sure people will interpret this both ways, but it is a vote. If it is supposed to be a "Yes", because it might be interpreted one way, then why bother having a vote?Delete Kate TSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:07 AM Yes , it would be. I don't think we could come out much better than this with this government. How will a No obtain that? Christy will be happy, she can declare the BCTF gone and roll out her plan to privatize. Delete Reply David DeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:06 AM A no vote would be a rejection of a the court victories defied by the government and an inadequate deal containing some vague promises that won't meet the needs of teachers or students on class size and other important issues.In Ontario elementary teachers get 200 minutes of prep time per 5 day cycle. I know there is financial hardship, but the union has received close to $2 million in donations from other unions; is there no way of accessing hardship funds? At minimum, vote no and return to work on work to rule with various strike options.ReplyDelete Erica JonesSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:25 AM This article actually makes me so mad. It is NOT better for the kids that they have missed almost all of june and all of september. This is what you signed up for in BC as a teacher. Get on board or GET OUT.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:20 PM Is this really what teachers signed up for? At my high school, each class has about 30 kids, with an average of 17 kids per classroom with an identified learning disability. Our district says that there should be no more than 4 kids per classroom.. How do you expect non-specialist teachers to help each student when over half of them require more resources because of a learning disability? Furthermore, are you generalizing the "better-ness" to all the kids in BC? Because I don't think that it would be better if kids went back considering the learning environment isn't up to par. There are barely any Education Assistants, and support teachers for the multitude of children who need them. While I recognize and appreciate your enthusiasm for education, please realize that the public school system isn't a daycare. Also, please think about your words and the learning environment prior to speaking out. By the way, we're not an autocracy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:08 PM I can understand your frustration! Understand mine! I almost died at 7:30 pm one night returning from teaching a FI split class with several students who did not get enough support or no support at all. The principal expressed to me that he expected me to teach 2 different social studies programs and 2 different science programs. ANYONE I talked to knows that this is impossible to do, especially in French Immersion when kids get no support at home and books are often too hard for students to read. I had to quit my job. I did it for me and did it for the kids. I was like a surgeon who is asked to operate on 5 patients with an old scalpel with 2 inexperienced nurses. Predictably, 4 patients would die and I would be reprimanded! Teachers are put in terrible conditions and kids too. I hope you have the openmind to consider the reality of this honest personal anecdote. I also wish you to understand that this is likely not an isolated incident. What will it take? A kid to commit suicide because he or she is not getitng enough support?Delete Reply hilarySeptember 17, 2014 at 10:29 AM It is incorrect to equate lost funding with what the teachers would have received in grievances. The two are not equivalent. The starting position of the BCTF was $225M, so they never expected $3B to resolve grievances. I'm also interested to know where you get your figures on overcrowded classrooms. A recent Globe and Mail article says that classrooms are, on average, smaller than the caps set in 2002.ReplyDelete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:36 AM The signing bonus should be roughly $2500 each: 105 million divided by 41 thousand.ReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:53 AM It is not that simple. The $105 million is to be allocated by the union. The term "signing bonus" has been crossed off on the signed document. Some of that money may be used to pay union debts. Don't know this but clarification would be useful.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:16 PM Just quoting from the CBC news website, "And finally there are details of $105-million fund to settle grievances stemming from the ongoing court case. The BCTF says that money will be given out as a signing bonus, with specific amount yet to be determined."Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:34 AM I think it would be smart to put at least part of it into your strike fund.Delete Reply WheelsSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:55 AM If the money is used as a signing bonus, it should be based on FTEReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:12 PM Yes I am sure it will be based on FTE. The question is how much of the $105 Million is actually distributed. This is up to the union, and I am told that it is yet to be decided.Delete GuruSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:44 PM And don't forget all the retired teachers who are entitled to a share of it.Delete Reply Geoff OrmeSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:18 PM In another discussion of this someone suggested that under BC Labour Law a no vote means rejection of the proposed deal, and that means the strike continues until either: - the union in question elects to stand down - another tentative deal is presented or - the government imposes a legislated contract. I think the last of these is the most likely, and I believe the legislated contract would be draconian and brutal. What do you think, Tara? Also, I would appreciate your thoughts on Sandy Garossino's comments at https://storify.com/Garossino/should-teachers-accept-the-contractReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:14 PM If this is so, in a few month (likely a couple of years), teachers will win so much more with a Supreme Court judgment! It is possible that the Liberals know that the higher courts are stacked by Liberal judges (that is what happen when judges are chosen, not elected). In any case, a negative settlement (or not a great judgment) will galvinize the public to reform the way the Supreme court judges are being chosen. I doubt that any govn't will want that to happen. A legislated contract will make the LIbs look like sociopaths and dictators.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:47 PM Peter I think you are expecting far too much from the public, many of whom are only paying attention to this matter due to kids being home from school. The public are not remotely this savvy on the political process.Delete Reply IslanderSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:09 PM I am a continuing education teacher. We have it even worse and we are not listened to enough about our poor conditions. Those include no prep time (and we do have to mark and do report cards many times a year sometimes and commonly for 30 students in a class), travelling to different schools with no compensation, and having next to no breaks in between 3 hour classes. I worked for two years with no lunch break and taught 6 hours straight (just 15 min. breaks) to be told, "don't complain since there are others who will do it". We then got 15 min. breaks in between classes. Most of our students are wealthy immigrants, many who try to stay in classes as long as possible since the classes are free. After spending a year in Germany, I realize how better organized it is where the immigrants pay to learn the language on a sliding scale, and have to pay for a student book as well for each class. We do not even have text books, but photocopy so much at tax payers' expense. This is not right. I then teach summer school since we were not on a 12 month continual salary and most of those students are also immigrants (at least 75%). This is also free and it is becoming so common and the new immigrants know this is free babysitting and tutoring. I think one main problem is that we have so many new immigrants in our classes who need ESL like this article states about our inclusion style of education nowadays: http://www.vancouversun.com/life/Shelley+Fralic+trouble+with+schools/10203596/story.html I am honored to be teaching and like my job, but it does get exhausting especially since I need two or three jobs to pay the mortgage that I now no longer have.. back to renting since it all I can afford in this city that has become so expensive. And many don't realize that it is very very difficult to get to full time work as a teacher here. There was a formula that made it take about 10 years to get to f/t (now finally changed). I have been without pay for 3 months, and now had to finally rent a place in anticipation of returning to work, so I have to vote "yes", but please keep the comments coming for what alternatives we have. Maybe we have to just educate the public in a better way than picketing; maybe get out and walk around malls and talk to people and hand out pamphlets on how this liberal government is hurting this. Most Asians (probably just the new who are from such a different system) are already against the teachers since they do not seem to understand what is going on. http://www.vancouversun.com/Business/asia-pacific/Chuck+Chiang+Many+Asian+families+place+blame/10202757/story.htmlReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:17 PM First of all, myn thoughts are with you! I think your ideas about using different strategies is smart. Picketing is not a very good strategy to let people know about things. I think using the membership to flood media comment sections would be more effective. Going to talk to the public might be a good idea along with this, I think. Phone the BCTF and ask for support.Delete Reply Marsha HolleySeptember 17, 2014 at 1:36 PM A teachers wife Vote no you have come to far to back down. It is a -----Y DEAL. ReplyDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:45 PM Ask yourself WHY teachers cannot get 1/2 of the average increase in salary of the private sector? (The Libs will tell you because there are sooooooo many teachers, but I also hear that there are provinces where there is a need for teachers!) TORONTO - A new study says that Canadians, on average, can expect about the same size salary increase next year as in 2014. Human resources consultants Pal Benefits says a survey of 401 organizations, mainly in Ontario, Alberta and British Columbia, projected salary increase for 2015 at an average of 2.79 per cent. That was almost unchanged from the 2.74 per cent average increase projected in last year's survey. Meanwhile, in addition to the average salary increase remaining relatively steady year over year, the survey found that the percentage of employers who plan to freeze salaries appears to have stabilized at eight per cent —in the same percentages as was projected in 2014. Breaking down the numbers further, the survey found the average salary increase anticipated in the engineering, financial services and high technology sectors was three per cent. That compared with an average of 2.5 per cent on the low end for organizations in durable manufacturing. https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.htmlReplyDelete "Mama Rose"September 17, 2014 at 9:12 PM I used to agree with you, Tara, and appreciate you bringing these items to your blog to get us all thinking. But after a very long night and day of research and discussion, I realize I will be voting yes tomorrow. Here is why: I don't care about salary or benefit increases. That is not why I went on strike. I don't care if this tentative deal is not good for teachers. That's not why I went on strike either. For me, the single most important issue is class size and composition. I want to work in a classroom where I have enough time and resources available to me to adequately help all the students I teach. And while it is true that this tentative deal will not change anything in the classrooms right now (or at least most of our classrooms), I realized that we couldn't actually make changes in that area because the issues of cs and c is before the courts. When I made that connection and realized that this round of bargaining was really about a "good enough" agreement regarding wages, then the deal seems, well... good enough. BUT, the best part, is the language the BCTF legal team made around the furture court decision (the re-opener). They have it in writing that if we win the court case (which is likely) and when we have to start bargaining class size and comp again (that is exactly what Justice Susan Griffin said we would have to do) we will be STARTING from the 2002 levels. To make this simple to understand, I explained it to my friends using a number line. With this new language, the BCTF starts the next round of bargaining at say a 50. The government will want us to go to 10 or 15, and we'll compromise and end up maybe 25. But WITHOUT that language, we would have started bargaining at a 10 and only gone down from there. So I do believe it is the best deal possible, it still factors in the biggest issue (from my perspective), we do not lose the important gains of the past, and most importantly, everyone gets to go back to school.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 PM Mam Rose, I appreciate your point of view and your courage. However, let me point out to you and the readers that a decision at the BC supreme court might not turn out the way teachers anticipate. We all know that judges are appointed and who does the appointing? "All justices of the BCSC (including the position of Chief Justice and Associate Chief Justice) are appointed by the federal cabinet, on recommendation of the Minister of Justice. Masters are appointed by the provincial cabinet, on recommendation of the Attorney General in consultation with the Chief Justice." (Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Supreme_Court_of_British_Columbia) Now, I would like to think that all of those people are objective, but they are appointed and we know that there are political appointments. They have a lot of discretion over the laws and judgments. I am willing to bet that the BC Liberals do know this and are betitng the farm (or do they know something we don't know) that the Supreme Courts are stacked against teachers? So, I am not sure if we can count on a WIN if we proceed with the court ruling. I think we would be better to negotiate and negotiate a better deal.Delete Reply retaSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:57 AM Yes...no...yes...no...The last two days have been this. I’ve read so many articles and comments over the past few months and, I can say, I have learned a lot. I know this is not a great deal for teachers right now. I will be voting yes. This is why… 1. The children. Without going into the multiple issues (e.g., grad, post secondary, trades, sports, global education/trips, planned activities, those with varying degrees of special needs, those that need a soft place to land, etc., etc.) the children need to get on with their education. 2. The parents. For many parents, this strike is a financial burden. We do not like to be called baby sitters, but for many living below the poverty line, school is a financial relief. Winter is coming; gas bills will be expensive. 3. Poverty. Remember, BC has the highest child poverty rate in Canada. Schools feed and clothe numerous children. 4. The other systems educators work collaboratively with. MFCD, CYMH, foster parents, group homes, and the multitude of non-profit agencies that support vulnerable children and families are bursting at the seams. We are a part of that team. 5. CUPE. While some have been paid during this strike, that money is coming from districts. It was not provided by the government. And, CUPE is a partner in education - from the bus drivers to the tech dept to custodians to secretaries to EAs and so on. 6. Small Businesses. In our little towns, the school district is the number one employer. There is a direct cause-effect relationship between loss of wage and loss of business. 7. Money. The amount of money that is needed to reverse the erosion of the public education system over numerous years cannot be recouped in one sitting. This agreement is a start. It’s not much but the stage has been set. 8. THE COURT CASE. That is why we were on strike. All the other stuff could have been resolved months ago, but our government was working hard to make the court case go away. Well, it still exists. I consider that the victory. We live to fight another day (as rhetorical as that sounds) AND I hope people actually read the ruling and think critically about how a loss could impact the future of the Charter of Rights, and the power of government to contravene those rights. I am guessing we will vote to ratify as so many fear “what’s next?” from this government. It’s nasty business, and I think legislation would be next. VALUING PUBLIC EDUCATION needs to come from a STRONG, CONSISTENT public voice. If we do ratify the agreement, and those in the profession and public think we've given up, we have not. We’ve been fighting for years. We just haven’t been heard… until now. ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:21 AM I understand your point of view, but sometimes you have to fight to get what you want. This is a VERY bad deal, considering: Other people get on average 2.5% salary increases last year and this year and the next and the rest of us get 1% and must feel happy if we do.? (https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html) THIS DEAL is a horrendously BAD deal for kids/parents as well, of course. We are going to continue to be humiliated and be the laughing stock of many people of this province. After a decade of paycuts, WOW, this is what they are willing to offer! WOW! WOW! WOW!Delete Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:30 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Reply Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:37 PM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:08 PM Let's cross our fingers! I think we need a general strike by all unions if CC legislates teachers back. It is time to put the foot down and tell her and the Liberals that, as in the movie Network,"I am mad as hell and I won't take it anymore!"Delete Reply Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 8:26 PM Needs help on some stats for an online debate Looking for the last 10 or 15 years of contractual salary increases in %. So, 1% for 2001, 0% for 2002,...ReplyDelete Children FirstSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:00 PM Well it's all done now. Really hope the teacher's can find another angle to deal with class size and composition as well as student funding. The government will make sure the coming court case never swings your way no matter what. 2nd most expensive place to live in the the world!!! Wonder why and where the money goes??? ReplyDelete AnonSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 PM I'm an outsider, but have followed closely this whole fiasco and this is a RAW deal. Your union hung you out to dry on this one - taking a really bad deal (clearly no one from the BCTF had rudimentary math skills in their toolbox) and then publicly encouraging to the media that teachers accept the deal....what choice did you have - a no vote would have outraged the public. I could go on and on, but the bottom line, in my opinion, is that your union better get some stronger leaders who are PR and technology savvy. Out with Iker and the rest of those who bargained on your behalf - they just got ......well , we know that happened. Whew, can't even believe how screwed you got, absolutely amazing - nothing meaningful gained in the big picture and only very minor gains for a small group of people, bigger losses for the majority.. Wow - I better stop now. Best of luck. Thanks for all you do for our children. ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ▼  September (9) Reflections on the BC Teacher Strike BC Teacher strike - Lessons learned Response to Sandy Garossino Will the Education Fund improve classroom conditio... Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Class composition: a human rights perspective Class size and composition - a short visual histor... Guest post - I WILL HOLD THE LINE Teachers - let your leadership know it is time to ... ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2011/06/21st-century-educator.html?showComment=1308853590849,Staffroom Confidential: A 21st Century Educator Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Wednesday, June 22, 2011 A 21st Century Educator This blog post is about a teacher named Starleigh Grass. She is a BC teacher. She is a "21st century" educator. Although she doesn't call herself this. And that's partly what I like about her. There are quite a few educators out there right now calling themselves 21st century this or that. Practically every IT company has a 21st century education program. Most BC school boards are all about 21st century learning. And just about every Ministry of Education in Canada is gaga over 21st century everything. It's enough to make you wish the century would be over already. Basically, if someone or something is calling themselves 21st century - watch out. It's more likely to be about self promotion than about innovation or creativity. Starleigh Grass exemplifies a self-reflective professional. Starleigh is a teacher who likes "talking to teachers about teaching". She is a promoter of aboriginal curriculum and pedagogy - her area of specialty. She has a PLN. She writes five blogs (some for students, some for teachers). She cares deeply about her students. She reflects on her practice. She understands that relationships are core to teaching and learning. She is engaged in debates about the world and our future. Her latest blog post is about a project she did with her students to mark the end of the year. They cut out leaves and wrote a message on them about what they took with them from the year - what they learned or how they grew, or just what had happened. They put the leaves up in the hallways of the school to share. It didn't require an iPad. Just plain old scissors and pencils. She is my idea of a 21st century educator. Just one of thousands across this province. Check out her blog for teachers at: http://twinkleshappyplace.blogspot.com Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 8:56 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 3 comments: Starleigh GrassJune 22, 2011 at 9:32 PM Aww, thanks for the props :)ReplyDelete Stephen Elliott-BuckleyJune 23, 2011 at 12:13 AM I'm just afraid that 21st century whatever is just yet another example of brand-hype [like Year 2000] in which nefarious nonsense will slide in under cover of some jargon and currently fashionable fluff. The fact that it's such a nebulous term at the outset gets my radar up.ReplyDelete Silas WhiteJune 23, 2011 at 11:26 AM Sounds good to me (as a trustee who is "all about 21st century learning"). And many other teachers ARE embracing iPads as creative and effective education tools, too, which is also great. But either way what's wrong with the 21st Century? Aren't we living in it?ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ▼  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ▼  June (14) Saanich board convinces gov't to release hold-back... BC teachers vote 90% in favour of job action Trustees give raise for themselves, but propose ze... Why does the CUPW dispute matter for teachers and ... Community Social Services workers prepare for job ... BCPSEA, Gov't and Trustees: Proposing Wisconsin No... A 21st Century Educator Personalized Learning: Portfolio writ large? The myth of the "me too" clause Saanich Board submits deficit budget BCPSEA: Fostering division and polarization or pro... Wondering what "personlized learning" means? Just ... Strategic facilities plans - a plan for more schoo... Back to the Future? Will the Liberals under Christ... ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13092&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 1998 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 11, Number 2, October 1998 World-wide struggle for teachers by Nancy Knickerbocker October 5, 1998, marked the fifth annual World Teachers’ Day, proclaimed by the United Nations to celebrate the millions of teachers worldwide who give of their energy, creativity, and knowledge to nurture the emerging intellect of the next generation. “Teachers will shape the 21st Century in the most profound ways,” said BCTF President Kit Krieger. “It is we who will educate the leaders of tomorrow, we who will train their questing minds and inspire their hopeful hearts. It is a responsibility we take seriously, one we see as a sacred trust.” Although rich in spirit, most teachers are poor in material terms, and many are oppressed in their political lives. About 70% of the world’s 50 million teachers live at or below the poverty line and, unfortunately, their economic plight is deteriorating. The International Labour Organization has said that, for some, the situation has reached “such a low level that it is intolerable.” In addition, governments frequently deny teachers their basic human rights: not only to a living wage, but also their rights to speak, to organize, to exercise intellectual freedom and professional autonomy. The day after World Teachers’ Day, for example, 63 teachers were arrested in Kenya. Others were beaten and tear-gassed on the first day of a strike to compel the government to honour its promise of a wage increase. Kenyan teachers earn between $40 and $200 per month. In Nairobi, armed police occupied the headquarters of the Kenya National Union of Teachers to prevent teachers from gathering there. Fearing arrest, senior KNUT officials went into hiding. In Russia, all too often teachers are simply not paid at all. Last year more than 400,000 joined a general strike to protest non-payment of wages. In one region, the government tried to pay teachers with toilet paper, funeral services, and even vodka! In Afghanistan, the ruling Taliban authorities have banned female students and teachers from all schools and universities. In defiance of the ban, some teachers set up clandestine classes where girls could still learn basic literacy and numeracy skills; however, following house-to-house raids in the capital city of Kabul, even those home-based schools were closed. The literacy rate for Afghan women is the lowest in the world. In Mozambique, children and teachers go to school knowing that unexploded land mines lie undetected nearby. Although the United Nations operates a program to remove mines from schoolgrounds and playgrounds, these deadly leftovers of the civil war will remain for decades. For more information about the effort to clear mines from school grounds, see: http://www.un.org/Pubs/CyberSchoolBus/banmines/schools.htm In some countries, teachers who fight to improve working and learning conditions pay the ultimate price. Assefa Maru was one. A leader of the Ethiopian Teachers’ Association, he was assassinated outside his home in 1997. Dr. Taye Woldesemayat, president of the ETA, has been in prison since May 1996. Although he has been adopted by Amnesty International as a prisoner of conscience, he has little hope of a fair trial or early release. Such gross violations of the human and economic rights of teachers are widespread, but thankfully not part of the Canadian scene. Here we have the freedom to work without fear and to participate in dynamic teachers’ unions. Still, we do not take for granted the rights we have won. As our Ontario colleagues recently taught us, we must continue to defend public education at home as well as abroad. To that end, B.C. teachers are building intercultural partnerships in many countries. See page 8 – 9 to learn more about the Federation’s international solidarity work. David Hipulua Hamutenya, Nambia David Hamutenya lives with his wife and three daughters in Nkurenkuru, a small town near Namibia’s northern border with Angola. His house has no running water or electricity. David prepares his lessons each evening by lamplight. Every morning he walks to Nkurenkuru Junior Secondary School, where he teaches Grade 9 and 10 science. The school’s enrolment is nearly 500, and each class typically has between 30 and 50 students. “David is a gifted teacher. The kids just love him,” says Don Reader, a retired Vancouver teacher who helped set up the staff-representative training program in Namibia. Hamutenya’s classroom has little lab equipment, and he must find the necessities wherever possible. After he visited Vancouver earlier this year, he was delighted to return to school with about 30 plastic measuring cups his host happened to have accumulated from boxes of laundry detergent. Despite this critical lack of resources, Hamutenya and his colleagues “have a powerful commitment to making education accessible to all their citizens in a fair and equitable way,” Reader says. As a student, Hamutenya struggled against apartheid and was arrested for his activism. That experience strengthened his resolve to build a more just society, and to that end, he serves on the regional executive of NANTU, the Namibian teachers’ union. When attending regional meetings, he hitchhikes the 150 kilometres to the city, and often sleeps on the floor of the union office for lack of better accommodations. “He’s a proud teacher, trying to give the best to his students,” says Reader. “The commitment is the same, but the struggle is greater. It’s been very profound for me to have a chance to work with people like David Hamutenya.”)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7352&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 5, March 2006 Our fees pay for the services members want by Jinny Sims At the upcoming 2006 Annual General Meeting, delegates are being asked to vote on what the BCTF fee should be for 2006–07. For the first time in over 15 years, delegates will be considering a recommendation to increase the percentage of their salary that they pay to finance the general operations of the BCTF from 1.38% to 1.42%. The fee increase of 0.04% will mean an increase of $24.48 (tax deductible) per member per year on an average salary. The Executive Committee is also recommending to the AGM a reduction in the Salary Indemnity Plan fee from 2.0% to 1.7% because of an improvement in investment income. This will be a reduction in fee on an average salary of $183.60 (after taxes) per year. Taken together, if both recommendations pass the AGM, a member with an average salary will have a reduction in overall fees she or he pays to the BCTF of approximately $159.12. The obvious question is why the increase in the operating fee? The purpose of my writing this article is to explain why and to provide members with some background information. By way of a little history on the issue of the BCTF fee, it was in 1983 that an annual meeting changed the fee from a dollar amount to a percentage of salary. This procedure was implemented for two very important reasons. First, it meant that members paid a differentiated fee based upon their salary, and second, a percentage fee would result in increased revenues as teacher salaries increased and as the number of FTE teachers working in the province increased. In 1990, the fee was increased from 1.25% of salary to 1.35%. There were significant reasons to do so, most notably the costs of local bargaining and contract enforcement and the establishment of a Collective Bargaining Defence Fund to support the locals that chose to take strike action to resolve their collective agreement disputes. In 1998, the fee was adjusted to 1.38% to compensate for the elimination of a $15 per member charge that locals paid to the Federation for grievance arbitration costs. There are three areas of service that the BCTF has increased significantly over the last decade. We have expanded our rehabilitation services that are part of our Salary Indemnity Plan to include almost every school district. This requires significant resources to counsel and support members wishing to return to work from long-term disability leave. We have also built an excellent health and safety program that includes lay and legal support to members dealing with WCB appeals. We have also increased the legal services we provide to members as a result of investigations and complaints by the College of Teachers. In 2002, the government stripped our collective agreement and imposed terms and conditions of employment including salary levels that were far from adequate. The result was a major loss of teaching positions and a serious decline in Federation revenues. At the same time, fixed costs in the operation of the BCTF increased without reference to our reduced revenues. AGM decisions, such as adding local presidents to the Representative Assembly and expanding the number of members who participate in zone meetings, coupled with systemic increases to benefit costs beyond the control of the Federation, created a budgeting nightmare. The Executive Committee responded by reducing program budgets and cutting the staff working for the BCTF. Since 2002, we have reduced the number of staff by over 10%. This has made it more difficult to maintain the programs and services members have demanded through their decision-making bodies. If we do not increase the percentage of our fee at this AGM, we will be faced with making serious reductions in services. We cannot cut our budgets any more without considering the elimination of entire programs. And while some members feel this program or that program is more important than something else, there are other members who feel the opposite. One of our strengths as an organization has been to serve all members well and we should continue to do that. The fee increase is necessary to maintain the status quo on the reduced basis that the last four years of budget cuts have created. I find it difficult to imagine the organizational consequences of having to cut programs further. We are in the midst of a major struggle with government to achieve better classroom conditions and improved salaries. We cannot afford to turn inward and fight each other about what services we should eliminate from our union. We made a huge statement to government and the public last fall about our needs and our priorities. We have to remain united in our efforts to achieve those goals this spring. That is why I am urging you to support the fee increase recommendation at the AGM. The Executive Committee and the Representative Assembly are both recommending a fee increase in the general operating fund to the Annual General Meeting. It is one of many important decisions that delegates will make that will affect the future of our organization and the future of our profession. Jinny Sims is the BCTF president.)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet "RT @toddstonebc: Great to meet BC's @CopsForCancer w/ @amrikvirkbc today @RED931FM. Good luck participating in all our Prov's races. http:/…" @amrikvirkbc - 05:50pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post "From business management to plant sciences: helping Aboriginal students build careers http://ow.ly/CcU3L @AboriginalEdBC #findyourfit" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 2nd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/01/should-bc-teachers-get-salary-increase.html?showComment0751330128001768,Staffroom Confidential: Should BC teachers get a salary increase? Myths & Realities Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Saturday, January 7, 2012 Should BC teachers get a salary increase? Myths & Realities NOTE: There is an updated version of this post for those of you reading it in 2014! BC teachers are in contract negotiations asking for a fair deal. What do we mean by fair exactly? Teachers would like improvements in three areas: class size/composition, salary and benefits, and changes to the bargaining structure. As far as class size, we want only what was taken in 2002. We want the government to go back to the class sizes in place at that time and restore the funding so Boards can achieve this. For bargaining, we want to negotiate more items locally with our elected Boards. This facilitates diversity, community involvement, and local programs and solutions. It is not a cost item and is how teachers used to negotiate in the 1990's - very successfully. For salary and benefits, teachers want to "keep up" and "catch up". What do we mean by that? We want to keep up with inflation, and we want to catch up with Canadians in other provinces. Teachers in BC now rank 8th in salaries across Canada, despite the fact that our cost of living is one of the highest and that BC weathered the recession better than most other provinces. BC has been out of recession since 2010 and is forecasting moderate growth for the next year. Unfortunately, the government's position has and continues to be 'net zero'. The government claims that taxpayers cannot afford increases to public sector wages and that wages must remain flat because the government is running a deficit. Do these arguments make sense? Are they justified? Or should teachers receive a wage increase? Here are my answers to these questions. Myth #1: Teachers should not get a wage increase because of the government deficit Reality #1: There was no deficit when the Liberals took power in 2001. Through a series of income tax cuts and corporate tax cuts, the Liberals went from a surplus to a deficit. Yes, the recession of 2009 impacted government revenues. But not as much as tax cuts have. Moreover, the government has found plenty of money for spending when it feels the spending is a priority. There was money for the BC Place roof ($500 million). There was money for the Olympics (over $1 billion). There was money for smart meters ($900 million). There was money for new government network systems ($1.2 billion to Telus). There seems to be plenty of money for the CEO's of crown corporations like BC Ferries (David Hahn's pension value - over $10 million). The fact is that the government is using the deficit that it created as an excuse to take money away from public services and the people who provide them. The money is there. It is a matter of priorities. It is simply unfair to make one group of workers pay for a deficit created by tax cuts to other people and corporations. Private sector workers are seeing increases. Other public sector workers are seeing increases (for example, Vancouver police with 8.8% over 33 months). Why should one group be singled out? Moreover how is it fair to make middle income earners pay for tax cuts that disproportionately benefited the wealthy and corporations? It just isn't. Myth #2: The 'net zero' wage freeze is fair because it impacts all public sector workers Reality #2: Only those workers covered by the Public Sector Employer's Council are impacted, and that does not include all public sector workers. Fire fighters are not under 'net zero'. Police are not under 'net zero'. Even school Superintendents are not under 'net zero'. Nurses are not under 'net zero' because they negotiated in 2009, supposedly before the 'net zero' mandate was implemented, but certainly at the height of the recession. How is it fair that these workers can negotiate increases and other workers can't? Myth #3: BC teachers already have high salaries Reality #3: After five years of university training, BC teachers begin with a wage in the low $40's, if they are full time. Many teachers only get part time work for the first 3-5 years of their career. It takes ten years of full time work to reach the maximum salary, which is about $75,000 for most teachers. BC teachers rank 8th in Canada compared to teachers in other provinces. A teacher in BC earns on average $20,000 less than a comparably experienced teacher in Alberta and $15,000 less than one in Ontario. Yet BC has the highest cost of living and the highest housing prices in the country (http://www.theprovince.com/business/City+house+prices+continue+ascent/5943834/story.html). Myth #4: 'Net zero' isn't a pay cut, so it is fair Reality #4: In September, when the new school year began, year over year inflation was at 3.2% according to the Consumer Price Index. When teachers got their first paycheque of the year, they had 3.2% less buying power. This is what matters. This January, teachers, along with other workers, will see increases to their CPP payments, their EI premiums, and their MSP premiums. Many contracts have automatic cost of living increases, but ours does not. Without any increase, teachers will fall behind. Myth #5: Teachers are asking for too much Reality #5: Teachers want to keep up with inflation. Teachers want to catch up with their colleagues in other provinces. Teachers took four years of zero increases since 1998. Teachers traded salary for smaller class sizes and those class size provisions were later eliminated. It is perfectly reasonable to ask for cost of living increases and wage adjustments to catch up with our Canadian colleagues. Myth #6: Teachers are asking for $2 billion Reality #6: The true number is probably many times less. BCPSEA (the employer) made many erroneous assumptions in order to come up with a hyper-inflated costing number. For example, they assumed that every single teacher would take their full bereavement leave entitlement every single year. In fact, teachers often take bereavement leave once or twice a decade or once or twice in their whole career. They assumed every teacher would take extra sick days if they were available. In fact, we know from Statistics Canada that teachers take an average of 7.7 days per year which is already less than their entitlement, so increased entitlement would only be used by a small percentage of teachers who become very ill. The assumptions used by BCPSEA were unrealistic and result in highly inflated costing estimates. They are not justified and do not reflect the true cost of the proposals teachers have put forward. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 4:17 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 25 comments: AnonymousJanuary 8, 2012 at 10:00 AM Thank you for this post. I think it should be sent as "letter to the editor" to newspapers in major cities in BC to inform those who see government figures or reports and take it as truth without questioning it. Well done!ReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 8, 2012 at 1:11 PM Excellent summary of our situation. "Even school Superintendents are not under 'net zero"; SD59 Superintendant sent a letter to parents saying gross modo that we were (teachers) selfish and without social empathy toward public sector for not swallowing the "net zero" !ReplyDelete Donna in BurnabyJanuary 8, 2012 at 7:45 PM Thank you!ReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 8, 2012 at 9:09 PM Well I have come from Alberta and previous Ontario and Your teacher need to better then other provinces. You are way behind Alberta in education. My daughter in October of her grade one year knows more then mine son has in his second year at a BC school. You need to fix something in your school system because you are falling behind. In the 2 and half years my daughter has been in the BC school system she is at the same reading, writing and math. I know why people homeschool and put their kids in the private school system, the public is so broken it can't complete with the rest of Canada.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousJanuary 17, 2012 at 6:50 PM How can you tell if your children are at the same level when you cannot spell, use appropriate grammar or form a proper sentence????Delete AnonymousJanuary 26, 2012 at 8:21 PM Teachers cannot be held solely responsible for your child's lack of progress. It would appear as though you could benefit from some additional education. Where were you educated? I agree with Anonymous, learn to spell and form a proper sentence before giving your opinion on the state of education. Thanks for wasting even more of my prep time on your uneducated and ignorant point of view.Delete AnonymousFebruary 29, 2012 at 5:25 PM Wow - I think that the original author has a legitimate complaint. I have a graduate degree and I completely agree that the level of education my children have received in the public school system is deplorable. AND REALLY - if someone is illiterate or unable to formulate a sentence correctly on a blog post does that mean that his/her child does not deserve a proper education! GIVE ME A BREAK - and please refrain from making personal attacks on people who voice a contrary opinion. It only demonstrates your small mindedness.Delete Reply AnonymousJanuary 8, 2012 at 10:28 PM I think you mean: I came from Alberta and previously Ontario, and teachers in BC need to teach better than other provinces. You are much behind Alberta in terms of education. My daughter knew more in October of her grade one year than my son, who was in his second year enrolled at a BC school. You need to fix features of your school system, because you are falling behind. In the two and half years my daughter has been enrolled in the BC school system, she has remained at the same level of reading, writing and math. I now know why people homeschool their children and enroll their kids in the private school system. The public system is so broken that it can no longer complete with the rest of Canada. - A BC public school teacherReplyDelete Replies AnonymousJanuary 23, 2012 at 12:55 PM I think you mean "compete" not complete. And you're a teacher?Delete AnonymousJanuary 25, 2012 at 7:10 PM Wow. How petty. An entire paragraph is corrected with one spelling error in the final sentence and you decide to focus on it as being the "issue with teachers". What has our society come to? Signed a Fellow BC TeacherDelete AnonymousFebruary 11, 2012 at 7:19 PM I taught in Ontario before moving to BC to teach and I don't see a whole lot of difference. There are good and bad teachers in both places. In fact, BC has stricter education requirements, I had to go back to get a few more undergrad courses.Delete Reply AnonymousJanuary 9, 2012 at 7:24 AM I live in SD 59 and the letter the superintendent sent home did not say that teachers were "selfish or without social empathy." ~ParentReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 9, 2012 at 1:58 PM Quote: From superintendent SD#59: "...With regard to the strike, some of the confusing information parents are receiving sounds like the teacher's strike is about the size and composition of classes, or the resources that are available for students with special needs. That is not true. The issues around class size and resourcing have been separate and are "NOT" part of the bargaining. The full focus of the BCTF strike demands is about wages and benefits that are approaching a price tag of 3 billion dollars. That is a 75% increase, at a time in the economy that the Province has told all union the overall settlement of their bargaining cannot increase cost to the Province. Moreover, 3/4 of the public unions have settled contracts under those rules." These 2 paragraphs speak by themselves about how teachers are perceived by the superintendent.ReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 9, 2012 at 2:01 PM http://www.pssg.gov.bc.ca/psec/disclosure/disclosure10-11.htmReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 10, 2012 at 8:51 AM Please send this wonderful article to a newspaper so some of the nasty myths can be dispelled. Awesome job!ReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 25, 2012 at 4:52 PM A great letter... I agree that this should be sent to every newspaper in B.C. as well as made into an infomercial on t.v. Why wait for an election?ReplyDelete AnonymousJanuary 26, 2012 at 4:23 PM Myth #7: Teachers are the only workers affected by "net zero". Reality #7: Over 16,000 members of HSA (Health Sciences Association of BC) have been crippled by the "net zero" policy. Wages for HSA members in BC are upwards of 8$ an hour less than other provinces in Canada. The last contract forced upon HSA members was highlighted by a 0% wage increase, and a loss of 1 vacation day per year. So no, teachers, you are NOT the only group of workers being forced to pay for corporate tax cuts. Were you there to support other public sector employees last year when they were trying to fight "net zero"? I didn't think so.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousJanuary 26, 2012 at 8:22 PM Agreed! I am in HSA, and sorry, but I can't support these demands by the teachers. Frustrating to me to see the 'it's not fair' comments. Sounds like children. Life isn't fair, we are a country and province in serious financial difficulty. Cuts need to be made. I absolutely support putting money into increasing numbers of teachers, and adding support teachers and SEAs . If I want to make more money, I could move to Alberta and earn $8-10 more an hour too, giving me a significant raise but I choose to live here. It's always greener on the other side, and everyone thinks they are the ones hard done by. I work 37.5 hours a week, but actually in my office 40-42 hours and I don't get overtime pay. I choose to do it because I love my job and want to do the best I can for my patients. I take classes and go to workshops to enhance my job, on my own time and I pay for it myself. I use my vacation days to attend work related conferences. HSA's contract is also set to expire and we already had 0% wage last contract. I'm not expecting any better this time around. That's life, it's not always fair. I just appreciate that I have a job that I love that pays a decent wage ( which is slightly less than a teachers wage). Maybe there are just a whole lot of teachers with very little personal job satisfaction.Delete KarenFebruary 17, 2012 at 10:15 AM Job satisfaction! Try keeping 30 students at the edge of their seats for 5 hours a day, daily!! Attend meetings(special needs, counseling-requested meetings, parent-requested meetings, department meetings, staff meetings, Health and safety meetings,etc.) mark, prepare, field phone calls, supervise, prepare report cards, participate in extra-curricular activities,answer student concerns after classes; type/prepare/photocopy learning /testing materials for students (no secretarial time for us!); mentor, clean our boards, put up our chairs, manage the learning materials in our classrooms (put away the books, clean the lab equip. fix the musical instruments, organize the gym equip., ensure safety in the woodworking/auto and metal shops etc.), put up display boards, order books/educational materials,take first aide training at our own expense, etc.) No one-to-one with down time, bells dictate our time usage (coffee break? designated lunch time? not always possible); daily emotional 'baggage' children/students bring to the classroom must be dealt with in a calm and supportive manner; AND, Administrative Officers that add to the intensity of our day. (Some are very supportive; others add to our stress by being judgmental, giving little support by keeping communication lines blurred, not making themselves available, not taking control and leading but hiding behind their desks, etc.) We earn our keep!! And, we can't go up the capitalist ladder - 'more students doesn't mean more money; it means more work!' No compensation for using our own books, driving students with our own cars (we must 'up' protection on our personal car insurance to protect them in case of an accident) We only rely on the good nature of our govt. and the public to support us. Where are you? If you think you can do the job better, for cheaper, 'step up to the plate'.Delete Reply Tara EhrckeJanuary 26, 2012 at 5:27 PM Hello Anonymous, I have always consistently opposed net zero for ANY public sector worker, not just teachers. I absolutely agree that no group or groups of public sector workers should be singled out unfairly. I also believe we should all be rejecting the wage freeze. With respect to support, teachers in my local put up picket signs when HEU was facing wage cuts and I absolutely agree we need to be supporting each other. Please see my blog posts on this subject, including HSA in particular, from last year: http://staffroomconfidential.blogspot.com/2011/02/in-labour-newswill-hsa-vote-no-campaign.html http://staffroomconfidential.blogspot.com/2011/03/why-bc-government-wage-freeze-is.html This article was reposted on an HSA member site here: http://our-union.org/2011/03/29/why-the-bc-government-wage-freeze-is-indefensible/ I also wrote about opposition to net zero from Vancouver Island University workers and Langara College workers: http://staffroomconfidential.blogspot.com/2011_03_01_archive.html http://staffroomconfidential.blogspot.com/2011/04/langara-versus-wage-freeze.htmlReplyDelete UnknownFebruary 2, 2012 at 8:21 PM Actually, the cost of the Olympics was closer to $7 billion, once you factor in the cost of the Canada Line, the Sea to Sky Highway, and the new Convention Centre. On a related note, the deficit in 2008, amortized over 3 years, stood at $3 billion.ReplyDelete AnonymousFebruary 12, 2012 at 10:43 AM I am a parent in SD#35 and I am so impressed with my children's school and with the hard work that most of the teachers and adminstrators put in at that school. They are still getting a quality education, even throughout job action.The teachers are commincating with my husband and I on their academic progress, and my daughter is on the Grade Six basketball team which practices after school and at noon hour 3 times a week! I support a wage increases for my children's teachers because I want them to be able to keep up with inflation and be paid what professionals make in other provinces. We need to pay our teachers and other public sector employees what they deserve, or els in the future, we will not attract good people into these professions or be able to keep them in our province. Isnt this what is happening in the nursing industry? The Lower mainland is one of the most expensive places to live and we have to face the fact that if we want an educated community, then we have to willing to pay for it. A concerned parentReplyDelete AnonymousFebruary 24, 2012 at 4:00 PM I am a parent in south Delta and I must say that I am impressed with the communication that we have been receiving from my son's teachers at Delta Secondary. I think that teachers should get a raise at least to the level of inflation, but with all due respect to teachers, I cannot see where or how you feel that you should receive large increases. You are I think quite fairly paid for your job and you do not have the very real pressure for measurable performance that so many in the private sector face. Having said that, those people in the private sector are not getting the types of raises you are asking for and many of them would be happy with just getting at or near the inflation rate this year. I think that if you want to be paid very well then you will need to get into the private sector where you will face much more performance pressure, you will have 3-4 weeks off per year, there will be no such thing as overtime pay if you are salaried and if you don't perform adquately or well, you will faced with possible termination. You will have no effective job security unless you perform. So I think you have it quite good, better than anyone I can think of in most respects, with the exception of pay, which as I said I think is quite fair. I say this with great respect for your profession.ReplyDelete AnonymousFebruary 25, 2012 at 10:37 AM I am a very excited Teacher Candidate that will finish my Bachelors of Education this year. I am interested in this profession because I love it! However, my student loans are over 30 grand and I do not own a car, or a house. I am repeatedly being told that there are few jobs out there and the ones that are out there pay significantly less than a retail job I held before my Bachelor's degrees (per hour). I keep my optimism up because I know I am going to be fantastic at this job but it is hard to look past the fact that I will not be able to afford a house, a car and raise children on my income any time soon. Thank-you current teachers for fighting for those of us who want to join your ranks!ReplyDelete AnonymousFebruary 28, 2012 at 8:10 AM Great article Tara. And a great big THANK YOU for all of your hard work!ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ▼  January (13) How to reduce income inequality BC Schools: A decade of choice, a decade of declin... What is fair and reasonable? Twitter tale - Consultation, Minister Abbott style... Alberta teachers in negotiations BCTF presents reduced set of proposals School boards discuss 'net zero' Will grouping by ability mean re-segregation? BC teachers describe workload issues at bargaining... BC public sector enters 2012 bargaining Superintendent of Greater Victoria received 10% wa... Should BC teachers get a salary increase? Myths & ... A year in review: waking the sleeping giant ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=21010,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > April 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 6, April 2010  Owning the Podium: Teachers and the Olympics By Lance Read As a retired teacher looking back in from outside the profession these past few years, there seems to me to have been a surprising about-face of teachers in this province. I recall during my final years of teaching, that most of my colleagues had serious misgivings about the Olympics, the inevitable costs and tax burden, and the eventual effect the extravagant expense for a 17-day party (plus nine for Paralymics) would likely have on funding for healthcare, education, and other important social programs. We had just been through two years of work-to-rule due to drawn out contract negotiations. While some of us continued to coach sports and sponsor clubs, others chose not to, causing a slight rift in school staff as a result of government funding issues even back when the bid was a baby. Back then, the IOC and VANOC assured us that the games would break even or make a small profit. Of course that was when we were mislead about security costs being $175 million. When I retired in 2007, VANOC had adjusted that figure to $500 million and eventually $750 million. This all seemed a bit strange as the security for the much less complicated and easier to secure Turino 2006 venue had come in at $1.4 billion. Up until a few months ago, many teachers continued to fret somewhat about the financial effects of the Olympics on our already stressed education funding. The government’s own arbitrator had ruled that the Liberals had broken their own legislation extensively throughout the province. From the very beginning, some of us wondered what would happen if the games actually hemorrhaged money. In his definitive book, Five Ring Circus, Chris Shaw had shown us solid numbers several years earlier, as to why the Olympics will leave us at least $6 billion in the hole like most recent games while, leaving no positive future economic benefits. None! (Sauder School of Business, UBC). Teachers in the know were concerned about the environmental impacts of the 17 days of games. Tens of thousands of mature trees mowed down for the Nordic events venue, the Eagle Ridge ecosystem obliterated, millions of tonnes of rebar and concrete carbon by-product ejected into the atmosphere and the massive climate costs of air travel for 250,000 visitors, media, IOC elite and their families, 2,500 athletes and their thousands of coaches, support staff, and entourage, as well as flying in the bulk of 16,000 security personnel from all over Canada. Those of us who taught in Coquitlam, along with regular transit users, watched in disbelief as the desperately needed on-again, off-again Evergreen line was bumped by the less important RAV line to YVR. Once the Canada Line was completed, Translink announced the Evergreen line cancelled due to lack of funds. Many teachers seemed to ignore the fact that the IOC contradicted their own charter and ideals. Anyone reviewing the Olympic Charter soon sees in how many areas the IOC (and VANOC) fail, e.g., excluding women from ski-jumping was wrong, as the IOC states: Fundamental Principals #5. Any form of discrimination with regard to a country or a person on grounds of race, religion, politics, gender or otherwise is incompatible with belonging to the Olympic Movement. Mission #7. To encourage and support the promotion of women in sport at all levels and in all structures with a view to implementing the principle of equality of men and women; Our highest courts ruled that excluding women from ski-jumping was unconstitutional for Canada, but the Olympic Industries are not a behemoth to be messed with. After all, they are perhaps the only multi-million-dollar international entity to pay no taxes at all, in any country even their own home base. Yet somehow as the 17-day party drew nearer, as the torch relay (originally concocted by Adolf Hitler) made it’s $80 million way around our country, BC teachers fell in line. The same teachers who initially suggested they wouldn’t even make use of the $3 million wasted for Olympic classroom curriculum, organized for classes to stand and watch the torch pass through their communities. Some teachers actually carried the torch, the same torch that symbolized a black hole of unlimited funding which would suck much needed resources away from our education system. Teachers flocked to the torch province-wide with their classes forgetting all about funding ills that have beset these very students. To a few of us, the mantra “Own the Podium.” reeked of American egoism. To us it seemed so “un-Canadian” and in fact ran totally contrary to the original ideal of the games being about participation, not medals: Principal #1. Olympism is a philosophy of life, exalting and combining in a balanced whole the qualities of body, will and mind. Blending sport with culture and education, Olympism seeks to create a way of life based on the joy of effort, the educational value of good example and respect for universal fundamental ethical principles. Somewhere along the way for many, winning men’s hockey gold became crucial to the overall success of the games. There is nothing wrong with all of us striving to perform at our highest level in every endeavour, in encouraging our students to do so as well—whether in athletics, performing arts, or academics, but investing such a disproportionate amount of money, effort, and time into some single physical activity, to me, is contrary to the ideal of the well-rounded individual teacher and especially, the student. BC teachers, especially high school coaches knew that the Olympic black hole was a significant factor because a third of BC secondary school sports funding was being redirected away from student athletes. Yet in all this, many BC teachers embraced the games. Most teachers are aware too, that Canadian youth are in the midst of a growing epidemic of obesity, that fast food and soda pop are a significant contributing factor, yet teachers supported these games even though McDonalds and Coke Cola have been the traditional major sponsors. If everything unfolds as per usual, the IOC (and VANOC) will declare these games a smashing success. They will likely proclaim the games a financial success, hide the true finances for 18 or 20 months until London 2012 is upon us and the sick cycle will continue. The pristine wilderness of Sochi Russia, including the UNESCO protected Caucasus Biosphere Reserve and Sochi National Park with 250,000 trees slated for removal will be the site of the next Olympic environmental disaster. I wonder if more BC teachers will then wake up to the facts. Hopefully, enough teachers will learn from our mistake and actively support educators in future bid cities, to defeat the process. I also wonder if we and our governments will continue to shift money away from education and BC sports in order to Own the Podium again in 2014. At the close of these games our national debt had blown past $515 billion. That’s over half-a-trillion dollars. “Well, the Canadian Olympic Committee has finally checked it’s ego at the door, admitting it’s Own the Podium program will fall far short of the medal standing it hoped for!” Peter Mansbridge, CBC News, Monday, Feb. 22, 2010. Lance Read, a retired teacher, submitted this article prior to men’s hockey semi-final weekend and closing ceremonies. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/issues/research.aspx?id=5864&printPage=true,BCTF > Enrichment/Gifted students in S.D. 68, Nanaimo-Ladysmith, 2002-03  	Untitled Page  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Issues in Education > Inclusive Education > Research Project Enrichment/Gifted students in S.D. 68, Nanaimo-Ladysmith, 2002–03 by Patricia Joly March 2003 The number of students identified as Gifted in Nanaimo-Ladysmith in the 2002–03 school year is 361. The total student population is 16,434. Statements based on Gifted Students numbers Designated Gifted students comprised 2.2% of the total student population of Nanaimo School District in 2002–03. Of the 361 Gifted students in Nanaimo-Ladysmith, 47% are female and 53% are male. In proportion to total school population, one in every 46 students (1:46) is designated as a Gifted student. 1 out of the 361 designated Gifted students (or 0.27%) has had service from the Zone Support Teacher (service code “515”). 35 out of the 361 designated Gifted students (or 9.7%) have had support from the School Resource Teacher (service codes “504” & “505”). Of these, 11 are elementary students and 24 are secondary students. 19 out of the 361 designated Gifted students (or 5.26% ) have had Psycho-educational Testing (service code “524”). Sources: Ministry Standard Report 1585, Special Education Enrolment – Comparison of current to prior year by district, 2002–03. Ministry Standard Report 1581, Headcount and FTE enrolment by grade, school, and district, 2002–03.)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/01/will-grouping-by-ability-mean-re.html,Staffroom Confidential: Will grouping by ability mean re-segregation? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Monday, January 16, 2012 Will grouping by ability mean re-segregation? One of the aspects of the "BC education plan" most touted by the government recently is the notion of grouping students by ability, rather than age. A quick perusal through the moderators remarks on the government website shows that comments favourable to this viewpoint are highlighted. The topic also made it into the Vancouver Sun and Janet Steffenhagen's education blog. On it's face, it is an attractive idea. Teaching a group of students with a wide variety of ability levels is very challenging and time consuming. One of the simplest and yet most important theories in the educational literature comes from the Russian educational psychologist, Lev Vygotsky - the "zone a proximal development". In regular words, this theory states that optimal learning takes place when the learning is attempting to do a task just outside their current ability level. Too far, and the learner is lost. Too close, and nothing is learned. Clearly in age-segregated classrooms, it is difficult to consistently reach every student's optimal learning "zone". Because children learn at different rates, age segregation does a poor job of filtering students according to ability. In addition, ability level varies across subjects and tasks. A typical classroom in BC today can easily have a grade level differential of 5 or more years. This means a Grade 8 class can have students with a Grade 2 reading level and students with a Grade 10 reading level, for example. On one level, it seems like the most obvious thing in the world is to simply re-organize according to ability, not age. And yet there are some significant consequences. Schools and classrooms are not only for academic learning. They are social places. Children are impacted by which groupings and which schools they are placed in and can become stigmatized by these choices. Grouping by ability automatically sorts children the same way a report card or a test score does - into "winners" and "losers". A look at some similar educational philosophies reveals some of the dangers inherent in this approach. There is a considerable body of research on "social promotion" - keeping students with their age cohort rather than retaining them in a grade level. This research generally shows no academic benefit to retention, and that a number of social effects of social promotion are positive - fewer drop-outs, less high risk behaviours and less bullying. Particularly in early years, research supports the finding that there are negative impacts associated with retention as opposed to social promotion (http://www.ericdigests.org/2001-3/policy.htm). Another form of "sorting" of students was the exclusion of students with a disability from the "regular" classroom - a practice that was successfully challenged and eliminated under the Charter of Rights. Prior to integration, many students with disabilities were segregated into separate schools and separate classes within schools. Research assessing the impact on educational outcomes of different models of inclusion have been mostly inconclusive. As one researcher acknowledged, integration took place at the same time as the beginning of the long decline in school funding, the mid-1980's. It is therefore difficult to judge the success of inclusion (http://www.cesc.ca/pceradocs/1999/99Dor%E9_Wagner_Brunet_B%E9langer_e.pdf). Some argue that age grouping is an artefact leftover from the factory model of schooling introduced in the early twentieth century. This is the argument put forward by Sir Ken Robinson, and has gained some traction with some educators. And yet Britain already went through a long process of eliminating forms of streaming, which is a form of ability grouping (albeit within an age cohort, rather than across age cohorts). In the 1960's the government eliminated tested entry into levelled schools, in favour of comprehensive schools based on geographic catchment. This was a progressive change aimed at eliminating the advantages of the wealthy in a publicly funded system. One of the difficulties with ability grouping is the impact on equity. Students with advantages from outside of school factors (home life, socio-economic status) will tend to enter school at a higher ability level. When they are then streamed into a higher level class or school, the school system will serve to exacerbate the differences, rather than diminish them. It was precisely this effect that comprehensive schools based on geography were meant to eliminate. Call me cynical, but I believe the government's interest in ability grouping is actually a way to save money while satisfying well off parents whose children are likely to do well and who can pay for outside tutoring and extra assistance when they need it. For these children, the streaming into ability grouping may well lead to better outcomes over the same time period with the same funding. Meanwhile those who have traditionally cost more to educate and who need additional supports, learning assistance and intervention, will be streamed together in their own class. Sounds like a new form of segregation to me. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 3:30 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 3 comments: Lenore S CJanuary 16, 2012 at 4:47 PM I agree with you totally. As a parent with a child who has learning problems and special needs, I know what you write is true and it is all about wrong values and ignorance about true education.ReplyDelete imaginefunlearningFebruary 4, 2012 at 10:26 AM I couldn't agree with you more. There is the argument that in combined classes the "older students" will help the "younger students", but we all know that this means we now have an even greater span in ability ranges. I like how you brought Vygotsky's idea of ZPD in here, and think about how much we have to fight to have time to work with students considering his idea of dynamic assessment. I dug up an article by Elliot Eisner called "What does it mean to say a school is doing well?". Eisner says that because of standardization the deeper problems of schooling go unattended and teachers become isolated. And he says that the press toward standardization is because of our age-graded system. "Age-graded systems work on the assumption that children remain more alike than different over time and that we should be teaching within the general expectations for any particular grade. Yet if you examine reading performance...the average range of reading ability in any ordinary classroom approximates the grade level." So at grade 2 there is at least a 2 year spread, grade 3 there is a 3 year spread, etc... So there is the potential that in grade 8 there is an 8 year spread. The public might think this is an exaggeration, but any teacher will tell you from experience this is more the norm than the exception. Eisner concludes that, "Children become more different as they get older, and we ought to be promoting those differences and at the same time working to escalate the mean." To do this we need the support of our government in making the classroom working conditions reasonable - which at the present time they are not. Thank you for your blog posts that are highlighting the frustrating circumstances that us teachers are facing on a daily basis/ Jonathan.ReplyDelete Tara EhrckeFebruary 4, 2012 at 12:30 PM Thanks for your thoughtful comments Jonathan, and for readers out there please check out Jonathan's very interesting blog on educational issues: http://imaginefunlearning.blogspot.com/ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ▼  January (13) How to reduce income inequality BC Schools: A decade of choice, a decade of declin... What is fair and reasonable? Twitter tale - Consultation, Minister Abbott style... Alberta teachers in negotiations BCTF presents reduced set of proposals School boards discuss 'net zero' Will grouping by ability mean re-segregation? BC teachers describe workload issues at bargaining... BC public sector enters 2012 bargaining Superintendent of Greater Victoria received 10% wa... Should BC teachers get a salary increase? Myths & ... A year in review: waking the sleeping giant ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141007,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/bctf/status/507271363229270016?screen_name=bctf&id=507271363229270016,BCTF on Twitter: "No confusion @keithbaldrey. Clark got it wrong. Full stop. #bced #bcpoli" Twitter Search query Search Twitter Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Language: English Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Have an account? Sign in New to Twitter? Join Today » Sign In Phone, email or username Password Sign in Remember me Forgot password? Already using Twitter via text message? Keith Baldrey ‏ @keithbaldrey Sep 3 There is confusion about massages (am I really tweeting about this?) cuz BCTF says it's dropped clause but employer hasn't been informed. Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Follow Following Unfollow Blocked Unblock Pending Cancel BCTF ‏ @bctf Sep 3 No confusion @keithbaldrey. Clark got it wrong. Full stop. #bced #bcpoli Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Retweets 84 Favorites 41 1:58 PM - 3 Sep 2014 Don’t miss any updates from BCTF © 2014 Twitter About Help Ads info Close Flag this media This has already been marked as containing sensitive content. Flag this as containing potentially illegal content. Submit Cancel Learn more about flagging media Dismiss Close Previous Next Close Go to a person's profile Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Close Retweet this to your followers? Cancel Retweet Close Are you sure you want to delete this Tweet? Cancel Delete Close Block Cancel Block Add a location to your Tweets When you tweet with a location, Twitter stores that location. You can switch location on/off before each Tweet and always have the option to delete your location history. Learn more Turn location on Not now Turn off location Close Profile summary Close Your lists Close Create a new list List name Description Under 100 characters, optional Privacy Public · Anyone can follow this list Private · Only you can access this list Save list Close Close Embed this Tweet Add this Tweet to your website by copying the code below. Learn more Hmm, there was a problem reaching the server. Try again? Include parent Tweet Include media Preview Close Sign up for Twitter Not on Twitter? Sign up, tune into the things you care about, and get updates as they happen. Have an account? Sign in » Close Two-way (sending and receiving) short codes: Country Code For customers of United States 40404 (any) Canada 21212 (any) United Kingdom 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM Haiti 40404 Digicel, Voila Ireland 51210 Vodafone, O2 India 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Indonesia 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » See SMS short codes for other countries Close Confirmation)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2011/11/smartphones-or-saxophones-bcedplan-gets.html?showComment=1321327521474,Staffroom Confidential: Smartphones or saxophones? bcedplan gets it wrong Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Sunday, November 6, 2011 Smartphones or saxophones? bcedplan gets it wrong I don't happen to believe that schooling is simply a preparation for the workforce. But even if you did, a little critical examination of Minister Abbott's bcedplan might have you shaking your head. Minister Abbott was widely quoted promoting the virtues of technology in schools. CKNW reported that "The model includes a focus on critical thinking and bringing technology into the classroom, including smartphones and tablets." Abbott's rationale? ""The world has changed and continues to change and in order to keep pace we need to shift the way we look at teaching and learning". (http://www.news1130.com/news/local/article/293529--bc-releases-new-education-plan-in-midst-of-teachers-strike) Now I'm not a Luddite, and as an Information Technology teacher myself I do believe we need computer education at the secondary level and that there is an argument for some technology in earlier grades based on good pedagogy and as a tool for teachers and students. But I was intrigued by a quote from an article in The Economist this week on a similar subject: "The nature of what constitutes work today—the notion of a full-time job—will have to change dramatically. The things that make people human—the ability to imagine, feel, learn, create, adapt, improvise, have intuition, act spontaneously—are the comparative advantages they have over machines. They are also the skills that machines, no matter how smart, have had the greatest difficulty replicating." (http://www.economist.com/blogs/babbage/2011/11/artificial-intelligence) So even if you did happen to think that so called 21st century education should be preparation for 21st century work, you might still come to the conclusion that more technology in schools is a mistake, and maybe focusing on creativity should happen without machines - particularly at younger ages. Two widely circulated articles appeared this week in the New York Times and the Globe & Mail on the subject of Waldorf schools and their attitude towards technology in schools. Waldorf schools do not introduce any technology until high school. They also require that every student learn a string instrument. (http://www.nytimes.com/2011/10/23/technology/at-waldorf-school-in-silicon-valley-technology-can-wait.html?ref=us) There is a growing collection of reasons to question the validity of more technology for younger students. Recent recommendations from the medical community suggest no screen time for very young children and limited screen time for elementary age children. The realities of two working parent households mean that many children get all the screen time they should before they step into the school yard. Most parents I know judge a child care centre on how few televisions or computers they have, not how many. Which gets me to the title of today's post: Smartphones or saxophones? I'm using music here as a metaphor for all the creative arts - many of the same arguments apply. And of course it shouldn't necessarily be an either or for resources in schools, but exactly where are the saxophones in the Minister's plan? I've never understood why music has been relegated to an "extra" in our schools. Almost no school or District in BC provides music at every school and free musical instruments for every student. And yet no school expects students to bring their own laptop to the computer lab, soccer ball to the playing field or saw to the carpentry room (although they are increasingly charged for the wood!). Sadly, most music programs have been forced to charge fees and rely on parents supplying instruments and fundraising extensively. Some even ask parents to purchase the sheet music. Music specialist teachers have all but disappeared in many Districts at the elementary level. Music teachers pour their hearts into their programs and work hours and hours of overtime to provide concert opportunities, to organize fundraising, and to plan trips for bands, choirs and orchestras. In my mind, music literacy and knowing how to play a musical instrument and read music should be one of the core skills taught in K-12 schools. A myriad of literature makes the connection between musical literacy and learning - particularly learning of pattern recognition and mathematical skills. Music teaches about persistence, patience, creativity, teamwork, history, and beauty. Moreover music is an integral component to many of the "knowledge based" work opportunities available today. Outside private music lessons are prohibitively expensive for many families, making public school the only opportunity for learning an instrument for a good portion of the population. I heard a music teacher lament recently about the impossibility of the school District ever supplying adequate resources to purchase $500 instruments for all students. And yet the very same government can afford a $1.2 billion contract with Telus for increased computer network access. Where's the 21st century creativity in that? Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 11:28 AM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 5 comments: UnknownNovember 8, 2011 at 9:30 PM Bravo! Well said.ReplyDelete AnonymousNovember 14, 2011 at 7:25 PM Music in general, band classes, guitar class, drama, and art: it's all headed for the scrap heap. I don’t even get enough of a budget for reeds in my band program; never mind new sheet music. Today’s students are not really interested in much of anything that involves school. They love their phones.ReplyDelete Tannis HendraNovember 18, 2011 at 5:05 PM Great article. Very well said.ReplyDelete Connie Foss MoreJanuary 11, 2012 at 8:42 PM This is inspirational and quotable - thanks VERY much! I've just forwarded the URL to the Board members of the Kodaly Society of Canada.ReplyDelete Piano Teacher belmont caJanuary 20, 2012 at 4:12 AM Thanks for this post. It Very nice Blog. It was a very good Blog. I like it. Thanks for sharing knowledge. Ask you to share good Blog again.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ▼  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ▼  November (8) LRB dismisses BCPSEA application 19th century labour relations for 21st century edu... Change sweeps across many BC school Boards Victoria Trustee candidates - My voting card Is Bill 33 discriminatory? Pearson-alized learning: Guest commentary on #bced... Smartphones or saxophones? bcedplan gets it wrong Teacher activism: Keeping BC's education system st... ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet ""Everyone laughed when I said I wanted to open a button store" http://t.co/4AVIQWDBfB #smallbiz #entrepreneur" @naomiyamamoto - 06:39pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bcpsea.bc.ca,http://www.bcpsea.bc.ca/documents/20140328_045342559_20111107_121036974_HSW%20No.%202011-04.html,Health, Safety, Wellness Template       Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.   | BCPSEA | OHS HOME | ISSUE 2011-04: November 2011 In This Issue Workers' Compensation Act Amendment WorkSafeBC Update Mental Health in the Workplace Domestic Violence in the Workplace   Quick Links Refusal of Unsafe Work Flow Chart WorkSafeBC Questions If you have questions about the issues raised in this newsletter, or any health, safety or wellness issue, please contact Sue Ferguson at 604.730.4502 or suef@bcpsea.bc.ca Workers' Compensation Amendment Act - Bill 14 The Worker's Compensation Amendment Act was introduced for first reading on November 3, 2011. The proposed changes: Broaden compensation coverage for mental stress conditions arising in the workplace. Adjust compensation for injured apprentices to a level that fairly represents their loss of earnings. Grant survivor benefits to common law couples without children after three years of cohabitation (previously two years). Confirm the most recent inflation adjustments for compensation and penalty amounts. Minister of Labour, Citizens' Services and Open Government Margaret MacDiarmid said, "Our government recognizes that we need to treat job-related mental stress the same way we treat physical illness and injuries. We know mental stress has a significant impact on workers, their families and their workplace." Bill 14 proposes expanding compensation for mental stress arising from the course of the worker's employment to go beyond the current requirement of "an acute reaction to a sudden and traumatic event" and include the reaction to a cumulative series of significant work-related stressors. Stress resulting from employment decisions like discipline, termination or a change in working conditions will continue to be excluded from coverage. To be eligible for mental stress compensation in BC, a recognized diagnosis will be required. Mental stress conditions can be caused by many different work circumstances. WorkSafeBC will be developing policy on when mental stress will be eligible for compensation. Examples that other jurisdictions have accepted include: emergency service personnel who gradually develop post-traumatic stress as a reaction to the traumatic events they may regularly experience as part of their job. Exposure to workplace violence or bullying. WorkSafeBC Update WorkSafeBC has launched a new online tool that will provide new and young workers with the resources they need to stay safe and healthy at work.  Students at WorkSafeBC coverage A change to WorkSafeBC has expanded coverage of students in work experience under section 3(7) of the Act. The Board of Directors passed the following resolution which, on December 8, 2010, the Board of Directors approved the expansion of the terms and conditions of coverage for public and independent school students to engage in work study/work experience programs.  The changes in terms and conditions of coverage expanded the definition of work experience to include all students engaged in non-paid school-arranged work experience programs, not only students participating in work experience in order to meet their Graduation Transitions requirements.  The order-in-council approving these amendments was effective as of July 21, 2011. Resource for new supervisors training Supervisors, workers and employers in any industry in B.C. will benefit from a new WorkSafeBC online safety training course. The information can be accessed any time and is free of charge.  The Supervising for Safety course provides information and resources on supervision and the key role it plays in providing and maintaining a safe and healthy workplace. Violence in the workplace A poster emphasizing "Violence is not part of the job" has been developed by WorkSafeBC in cooperation with BCPSEA, BCTF and CUPEBC. I will be distributing copies to School Districts. The BCTF and CUPE are also providing copies of the poster. WorkSafeBC has recently updated guidelines for the declaration of Unsafe Work. This has been a problem in a number of districts this past year. Part 3 Rights and Responsibilities G3.12 Refusal of unsafe work [preliminary revision] This amended guideline defines what constitutes an "undue hazard" and explains the test for making the determination whether a worker has a reasonable cause to believe that an undue hazard exists. It clarifies the requirement to further investigate a work refusal in the presence of other parties, where the worker who made the report of unsafe work and the employer representative receiving the report have been unable to resolve the matter. Please be aware: Housekeeping changes in the WSBC Prevention manual effective October 14, 2011 reflect a change in regulation 30.9 (6) to make alarms on laboratory fume hoods mandatory: "A laboratory fume hood that is being installed must have an alarm capable of indicating when the average face velocity falls below the minimum average face velocity level required in section 30.8 (2) when the hood is in use." Schools using clay in projects should ensure they have a written procedure for clean up. They should ensure that both teaching and non-teaching staff are aware of safe procedures.  If you would like a sample procedure, please contact Sue Ferguson.  Mental Health in the workplace Mental Health issues are difficult for individual supervisors and principals to effectively handle. With the number of waking hours workers spend on the job, the workplace environment can have a profound impact on their mental health and well-being.   The mental health of your employees impacts their productivity, ability to concentrate, and their interactions at work. When people are mentally well, they are more likely to fulfill their potential and cope with daily pressures in the workplace. Healthy work environments play an important role in reducing stress levels, creating a positive approach to work, and improving the mental well-being of employees. To help workplaces recognize, understand and address mental health issues, there are several resources available. To help workplaces recognize, understand and address mental health issues, CCOHS has launched a new Healthy Minds at Work website. The collection of quality online resources offers advice on how to create a healthy, supportive work environment, promote mental health, and effectively handle mental health issues that may exist - to improve workplace mental health for everyone.  An example of a tool available through this website "Mental Health First Aid in the Workplace - Manager's Guide". Domestic Violence in the Workplace WorkSafeBC is going to launch some resources to assist employers with dealing with issues of domestic abuse in the workplace. The toolkit is being prepared in response to a recommendation made in a 2010 report on the findings of the Domestic Violence Death Review Panel. In the report the Chief Coroner recommended that WorkSafeBC develop a resource to help employers provide protection to employees from domestic violence in the workplace, to enhance safety and to ensure compliance with the Occupational Health and Safety Regulations (OHSR).  The goal of this project is to equip employers with resources to assist them in:  understanding why domestic violence is an important workplace issue spotting the signs of domestic violence in employees (also useful for co-workers) understanding their legal obligations under OHSR creating workplace policies and a culture where workers feel safe to disclose issues taking steps to address risks before violent episodes spill over into the workplace. While Domestic Violence is not specifically referenced in OHS regulations in BC, it is being viewed under the regulations on violence prevention. For further information, please contact Sue Ferguson of BCPSEA, suef@bcpsea.bc.ca.  BC Public School Employers' Association 400 � 1333 West Broadway, Vancouver BC V6H 4C1 Tel: 604.730.0739   Fax: 604.730.0787    http://www.bcpsea.bc.ca/    Privacy Statement    )
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(20141006,www.slice.ca,http://www.slice.ca/money/lottery/,Lottery Results - Lotto 64/9 & Lotto Max Results | Winning Numbers | slice.ca Shaw Connect Expand News Entertainment Entertainment Home Celebs Movies TV Music Living Lifestyle Food Home & Living Sports Money Tech Travel Breaktime Autos Watch TV Online All Sites Global Global News Food Network HGTV History Television Showcase Slice DTOUR ET Canada National Geographic Movietime Lifetime H2 DIY Action NG Wild Mystery IFC BBC Deja Vu FYI Slice Logo Shows Watch Video Schedule Movies Fashion Beauty Health Money Travel Love Weddings Family Breaktime Close Shows Watch Video Schedule Movies Fashion Beauty Health Money Travel Love Weddings Family Breaktime National Lotteries Lotto 6/49 Winning Numbers for 10/04/2014 08-13-27-35-45-49, Bonus: 09 Next Lotto 6/49 draw: 10/08/2014 $7,000,000 Estimated Lotto Max Winning Numbers for 10/03/2014 07-15-24-25-27-43-47, Bonus: 22 Next Lotto Max draw: 10/10/2014 $30,000,000 Estimated Regional Lotteries atlantic canada british columbia ontario quebec western canada atlantic canada Guaranteed Million Draw Winning Numbers: 64500393-01 Last Draw: 10/04/2014 Next Draw: 10/08/2014 Atlantic 6/49 Winning Numbers: 05-06-21-32-35-47, Bonus: 10 Last Draw: 10/04/2014 Next Draw: 10/08/2014 Bucko Winning Numbers: 07-28-32-34-38 Last Draw: 10/05/2014 Next Draw: 10/06/2014 Pik-4 Winning Numbers: 08-13-27-35-45-49 Last Draw: 10/04/2014 Next Draw: 10/08/2014 Keno Atlantic Winning Numbers: 01-08-09-10-15-16-17-21-32-36-43-44-46-49-56-58-59-60-64-65 Last Draw: 10/05/2014 Next Draw: 10/06/2014 Tag Winning Numbers: 6-7-8-2-6-4 Last Draw: 10/05/2014 Next Draw: 10/06/2014 Shabam Winning Numbers: 02-13-19-23-34 Last Draw: 10/05/2014 Next Draw: 10/06/2014 Salso Bingo Winning Numbers: I29-B09-B15-N38-B12-O69-B07-G59-G47-G49-B13-O67-O75-O66-O68-G57-B11-N34-I24-N40-N41-N42-B04-B06-O71-I19-I28-I23 Last Draw: 10/05/2014 Next Draw: 10/06/2014 british columbia Guaranteed Million Draw Winning Numbers: 64500393-01 Last Draw: 10/04/2014 Next Draw: 10/08/2014 BC 49 Winning Numbers: 01-06-08-10-25-44, Bonus: 03 Last Draw: 10/04/2014 Next Draw: 10/08/2014 Extra Winning Numbers: 54-80-86-89 Last Draw: 10/04/2014 Next Draw: 10/08/2014 Poker Lotto Winning Numbers: KC-AC-QS-2D-7D Last Draw: 10/05/2014 Next Draw: 10/06/2014 ontario Guaranteed Million Draw Winning Numbers: 64500393-01 Last Draw: 10/04/2014 Next Draw: 10/08/2014 Ontario 49 Winning Numbers: 19-23-27-29-35-43, Bonus: 44 Last Draw: 10/04/2014 Next Draw: 10/08/2014 Lottario Winning Numbers: 04-13-31-35-38-40, Bonus: 12 Last Draw: 10/04/2014 Next Draw: 10/11/2014 Early Bird Winning Numbers: 02-14-20-32 Last Draw: 10/04/2014 Next Draw: 10/11/2014 Midday Keno Winning Numbers: 08-10-16-19-22-24-27-29-32-37-43-44-46-47-48-53-55-56-65-70 Last Draw: 10/06/2014 Next Draw: 10/07/2014 Evening Keno Winning Numbers: 02-03-06-12-14-16-21-24-25-31-32-35-37-39-44-47-52-59-66-67 Last Draw: 10/05/2014 Next Draw: 10/06/2014 Midday Pick 4 Winning Numbers: 1-5-3-5 Last Draw: 10/06/2014 Next Draw: 10/07/2014 Evening Pick 4 Winning Numbers: 7-5-7-3 Last Draw: 10/05/2014 Next Draw: 10/06/2014 Midday Pick 3 Winning Numbers: 0-4-7 Last Draw: 10/06/2014 Next Draw: 10/07/2014 Evening Pick 3 Winning Numbers: 6-9-8 Last Draw: 10/05/2014 Next Draw: 10/06/2014 Midday Pick 2 Winning Numbers: 8-1 Last Draw: 10/06/2014 Next Draw: 10/07/2014 Evening Pick 2 Winning Numbers: 3-1 Last Draw: 10/05/2014 Next Draw: 10/06/2014 Encore Midday Winning Numbers: 2-0-8-5-9-0-6 Last Draw: 10/06/2014 Next Draw: 10/07/2014 Encore Winning Numbers: 4-5-1-4-8-3-3 Last Draw: 10/05/2014 Next Draw: 10/06/2014 Poker Lotto Winning Numbers: 8H-AS-7S-QD-3D Last Draw: 10/05/2014 Next Draw: 10/06/2014 Mega Dice Winning Numbers: 18-19-20-25-27-30, Bonus: 37 Last Draw: 10/05/2014 Next Draw: 10/06/2014 quebec Guaranteed Million Draw Winning Numbers: 64500393-01 Last Draw: 10/04/2014 Next Draw: 10/08/2014 Quebec Max Winning Numbers: 02-07-14-18-36-44-47, Bonus: 28 Last Draw: 10/03/2014 Next Draw: 10/10/2014 Quebec 49 Winning Numbers: 13-18-21-29-38-44, Bonus: 42 Last Draw: 10/04/2014 Next Draw: 10/08/2014 Banco Winning Numbers: 02-08-13-14-16-24-30-31-37-38-41-43-44-61-63-65-66-68-69-70 Last Draw: 10/05/2014 Next Draw: 10/06/2014 La Mini Winning Numbers: 6-4-4-8-7-8 Last Draw: 10/03/2014 Next Draw: 10/10/2014 La Quotidienne 4 Winning Numbers: 9-3-0-0 Last Draw: 10/05/2014 Next Draw: 10/06/2014 La Quotidienne 3 Winning Numbers: 9-8-0 Last Draw: 10/05/2014 Next Draw: 10/06/2014 Extra Winning Numbers: 2-3-0-0-6-9-0 Last Draw: 10/05/2014 Next Draw: 10/06/2014 Astro Winning Numbers: 29-MAI-91 Last Draw: 10/05/2014 Next Draw: 10/06/2014 Triplex Winning Numbers: 01-07-16-30-37 Last Draw: 10/05/2014 Next Draw: 10/06/2014 SprintO Winning Numbers: 06-13-34-37-42 Last Draw: 10/05/2014 Next Draw: 10/06/2014 Lotto D Winning Numbers: 3-2-5-5-6-1-2-6 Last Draw: 10/05/2014 Next Draw: 10/06/2014 Lotto Poker Winning Numbers: 3H-7D-8H-RC-AH Last Draw: 10/05/2014 Next Draw: 10/06/2014 Roue de Fortune Winning Numbers: 739P61 Last Draw: 10/01/2014 Next Draw: 10/10/2014 western canada Guaranteed Million Draw Winning Numbers: 64500393-01 Last Draw: 10/04/2014 Next Draw: 10/08/2014 Western 49 Winning Numbers: 01-12-19-25-35-48, Bonus: 23 Last Draw: 10/04/2014 Next Draw: 10/08/2014 Pick 3 Winning Numbers: 0-0-9 Last Draw: 10/05/2014 Next Draw: 10/06/2014 Extra Winning Numbers: 5-2-7-1-4-7-9 Last Draw: 10/05/2014 Next Draw: 10/06/2014 Western Max Winning Numbers: 01-09-18-36-44-45-48, Bonus: 23 Last Draw: 10/03/2014 Next Draw: 10/10/2014 WESTERN MAX 1 Winning Numbers: 01-21-22-24-33-36-39 Last Draw: 10/03/2014 Next Draw: 10/10/2014 WESTERN MAX 2 Winning Numbers: 01-06-13-16-29-38-49 Last Draw: 10/03/2014 Next Draw: 10/10/2014 WESTERN MAX 3 Winning Numbers: 03-17-21-25-35-45-47 Last Draw: 10/03/2014 Next Draw: 10/10/2014 WESTERN MAX 4 Winning Numbers: 09-14-16-23-24-33-44 Last Draw: 10/03/2014 Next Draw: 10/10/2014 WESTERN MAX 5 Winning Numbers: 10-18-22-36-41-43-46 Last Draw: 10/03/2014 Next Draw: 10/10/2014 WESTERN MAX 6 Winning Numbers: 13-27-28-38-44-47-49 Last Draw: 10/03/2014 Next Draw: 10/10/2014 WESTERN MAX 7 Winning Numbers: 01-06-08-09-26-27-36 Last Draw: 10/03/2014 Next Draw: 10/10/2014 Powered by: tinbu.com This Week’s Viral Animal Photos And This is Why Animals Are Awesome... April Must-Reads Health 10 Vegetables You Mistakenly Thought Were Good For You Fashion The Most Controversial 'Vogue' Covers Ever Published Weddings 30 Engagement Rings to Swoon Over The World's Top 15 Beaches of 2014 Beauty 10 Foods to Eat for Gorgeous Hair Money Shocking Photos from 'The Rich Kids of Instagram' Love Love Lessons from Brangelina Family Babysuiting: The Cutest Thing on Instagram Right Now Slice Logo WATCH TV ONLINE MOVIES ABOUT SLICE CHANNEL LISTINGS SUBSCRIBE TO SLICE CASTING CALL ADVERTISE CONTACT FAQ PRIVACY TERMS & CONDITIONS COPYRIGHT more shows on slice Ladies of London Manzo'd with Children Million Dollar Listing New York Southern Charm © Shaw Media Inc., 2014. All rights reserved.)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9098&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept./Oct. 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, No. 1, Sept./Oct. 2003 Teacher unprotected in Georgia by Carol Rea I taught in the public school system in the southern U.S. state of Georgia last year. I’d decided that, because it would be for only one year, I wouldn’t get emotionally caught up in the politics of the system; I had none of myself invested in that system, as I had here in B.C. after 40 years of teaching. I soon discovered that I was unable to remain aloof from a system that, to my mind, dishonoured both teachers and students. The system harmed students in the way the curriculum was laid out, the methodology required of teachers, and the structure of the day. But that is all fodder for another article. In this space, I would like to address teaching in a system that does not allow unions and where the two existing professional organizations have no power to protect teachers. My beliefs regarding professional choice and treatment were challenged daily. I’d like to enumerate the many abuses that I railed at in the system. The fact that they are abuses came as a surprise to many of my colleagues who know no other way. Here I’ve compiled a list of those challenging conditions that have remained uppermost in my mind: • All teachers and para-pros (assistants) are required to do supervision duties before and after school, often up to 60 minutes a day. • Children begin arriving at school at 7:10 a.m., stay in vehicles until 7:20 a.m., then enter the school to sit in grade-level rows on the gym floor with the P.E. teachers supervising. • Teachers are required to start work in their classrooms at 7:30 a.m. to supervise students who arrive at school. Teachers must provide students with work until school starts, at 8:00 a.m. • Teachers are not allowed to leave classrooms at any time for any reason unless they enlist the help of another adult. If the only person available is another teacher, that teacher has to float between the two classrooms. (I met one Canadian teacher who for the first few months took her whole class to the washroom with her when she needed to use it.) • Because there are no scheduled recesses, if a teacher incorporates a recess into the class schedule, the teacher is responsible for supervising the students. • Teachers are told at the beginning of the year that they are not to sit and converse with other adults while outside with classes. • The lunch period of 25 minutes is shortened for teachers by the need to accompany students to and from classroom to lunchroom. Often administrators inform teachers early in the day, via the intercom, that there are no assistants available in the lunchroom and teachers are instructed to eat with their classes, effectively denying teachers any free time at all at lunch. • Teachers ostensibly have daily planning blocks when students go to "specials"—gym, music, computer, library, and guidance. However, in reality, on one day every two weeks, a teacher doesn’t get a block but receives two on an alternate day. • When teachers of library and counselling are absent, no substitutes are provided, and the teacher’s planning time is cancelled. • Teachers are instructed to use their planning blocks for grade-level meetings—three 15 minute meetings per week. The meetings are to be documented, listing those present and the ideas discussed, and then the minutes are handed in to an administrator. The meetings can’t take place after school even if the grade-level team agrees to meet then. Administrators also want to be informed ahead of time about all meetings so that they can attend if they choose. • TOCs are usually mothers of children in the school who are looking for part-time work. They are not teachers so they are given a couple of workshop hours on classroom management and school routines and allowed to spend several days wandering in and out of classrooms observing. • At the beginning of each week teachers have to hand in copies of weekly lesson plans to an administrator. At the end of the school year, teachers then hand in their completed plan and mark books, along with checklists of the curriculum objectives met. • Teachers attend scheduled weekly after-school staff meetings. Many times, even as late as after teachers are outside on after-school car duty, they find that other meetings have been called. • Teachers sign in to indicate attendance at all meetings. If in-service meetings are missed, teachers are required to make up the time during the summer months. • Teachers keep, and hand in at the end of the school year, a complete list of all in-service hours they have attended, and that list has to total a certain number of hours for the year, or it has to be supplemented during the summer. • Teachers attend every monthly evening PTA meeting, with attendance noted by administrators and parents. The administrators of the school to which I was assigned were able to bully teachers on the staff because there was no organization to support teachers and monitor administrative behaviour. The only black teacher in the school was the recipient of much of that bullying. For the first three months, nearly every day, she was called to the office because of parental complaints or phone calls. The administrators did not take time to determine whether the complaints (about such things as using cursive writing on her Grade 4 blackboard, asking the students to call her by her name rather that ma’am, questioning the fairness of the duty schedule, planning grade-level field trips) were well founded. Many of the things she was called on the carpet for, I was doing in my classroom down the hall. She wouldn’t, however, allow me to accompany her to the administrator’s office for fear of losing her job. Teachers at this school were told that they could "walk" if they questioned administrators’ decisions or plans on such things as the delivery of learning assistance and the regrouping of students to accommodate it. Input was sought from only a select group of preferred teachers. That led to the active encouragement of teachers to tattle on one another; yet, in April, all were asked to vote for the school’s Teacher of the Year, an honour celebrated at a school assembly and through the use of a specially labelled parking spot right in front of the school! What did I learn from my year in Georgia? I reaffirmed my belief that good teaching conditions need to be protected and that teachers need a strong union to be able to do that. I realized how fortunate I had been to work in a system where the teachers could strive for optimal teaching and learning conditions through strong collective agreements. And I learned how crucial it is to remain vigilant. Carol Rea is a retired teacher from Howe Sound.)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11164,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2002 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 14, Number 4, Jan./Feb. 2002  Teacher qualification service Policy change Changes in TQS policy related to the acceptability of courses and degrees in religious studies, divinity, and theology came into effect September 1, 2001. The policy that may affect new and previous applicants to the Teacher Qualification Service is as follows: Courses completed at a recognized university with content which is directly related to a subject taught or educational practice in B.C. public schools will be accepted for categorization purposes while courses which are not directly related will be limited to 12 credits (e.g., religious studies, divinity, theology, professional programs other than in education). Prior to this change in policy, most courses and degrees in religious studies, divinity, and theology did not contribute to a TQS category assignment. Teachers who have previously been advised by TQS that some of their course work was not acceptable because of its religious content, may wish to request a review of their category to determine if the new policy affects their category. Classification of TQS policy 5.D Not all graduate degrees offered by recognized universities are acceptable for meeting the requirements of TQS category six (6). These degrees are accepted as having the status of an acceptable undergraduate degree and TQS policies regarding undergraduate degrees are applied. This practice is now clarified in TQS Policy 5.D which reads as follows: "Where a masters degree is accepted as the equivalent of an undergraduate degree, TQS policies regarding undergraduate degrees will be applied." While there is not a significant group of teachers affected by this policy, TQS recommends that teachers who have been assigned TQS category five (5) and are considering completing a program to meet the requirements of TQS category six (6), contact an evaluator at TQS to receive advice regarding their particular requirements for upgrading to category six (6), especially if they currently hold a masters degree. For more information, visit www.tqs.bc.ca or phone TQS after 12:00 p.m. at 604-736-5484, F: 604-736-6591. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=20178,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 3, November/December 2009  Looking back By Chris Bocking 70 years ago The taxpayers need to be reminded that the person in the community upon whom the most disproportionate share of the added financial burden for school expansion and new programmes falls is the teacher. Folk would like to pay teachers a reasonable salary, but the necessity of adding further classrooms makes it impossible. Folk know that much of the best in recently adopted educational ideas involves teachers in continual expense for books but any spare funds are needed not to help him buy them but for the school library, which they know the teacher will himself supplement after the ratepayers have contributed their pittance. – November 1939, The BC Teacher 50 years ago To the teachers I say: Don’t let the experts belittle your ability to serve, or take away your greatest asset, your contact with the children under your care. Don’t accept an inferior position within the bounds of your profession but maintain that profession’s prestige by insisting that all its members live up to its naturally high standard. Important as it may be on occasion, don’t let that overemphasized word “research” replace the value of your daily experience. – November 1959, The BC Teacher 30 years ago The popularity of such pseudo-sciences as astrology and biorhythms, and belief in such paranormal wonders as the Bermuda Triangle and pyramid power, afford teachers a unique opportunity to initiate a curriculum unit on rational thinking and critical evaluation of evidence. That the propagators of the pseudo-sciences and the realm of the paranormal have been remarkably successful in spreading their ideas, with the aid of the sensationalistic sectors of the media, is hardly open to dispute. The popularity of such ideas is in itself disturbing, and we argue that schools have a vital role in counteracting this trend. – Nov./Dec. 1979, The BC Teacher 10 years ago There is a real push by companies to gain access to students in schools. Corporations are attempting to gain customers by having their products promoted to a captive audience in a setting where there is a lot of credibility for what is presented to students. Corporations are in business to make profits for their shareholders. Selling corporations access to students is clearly contrary to our Code of Ethics. We are educating citizens, not providing customers. If we speak up and act, we can ensure that the learning environment is protected. – Nov./Dec. 1999, Teacher newsmagazine Compiled by Chris Bocking, Keating Elementary School, Saanich. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=21539,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > September 2010   Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 23, Number 1, September 2010   Health and safety: When is it time to pay attention to health and safety?  By Karen Langenmaier   When 100,000 barrels of oil spew daily into the Gulf of Mexico, establishing itself in the words of President Obama, “a massive and potentially unprecedented environmental disaster,” the causes are said to have been technical with inadequate sealing of the well, a buildup of natural gas, and the resultant blowout. Eleven workers lost their lives, the number of birds and sea life killed climbs every day, and the future of the fishing and shellfish industry is dismal. Could this devastation have been prevented? A teacher repeatedly exposed to glues, paints, and cleaning compounds through a school renovation project developed severe environmental sensitivities and is no longer able to teach. In fact, her movement within the community in general is restricted to the degree that she has to plan trips to town early in the morning before traffic exhaust builds up. She has had to renovate her house to compensate for the sensitivities at a significant financial and emotional cost to herself and her family. Could this have been prevented? A student in an elementary school had a three-year history of hitting teachers, educational assistants, other students, the bus driver, and a volunteer parent. Most of the incidents were reported to the administrator, who, uneducated in the health and safety rights and responsibilities processes, allowed the reports to pile up on his desk until the education assistant, after being told she should wear oven mittens to protect herself from being bitten, booked off on stress leave and never returned to the school system. Could any of these incidents have been prevented? The short answer is—yes. In her book, The Challenger Launch Decision: Risky Technology, Culture, and Deviance at NASA, Diane Vaughan investigates the series of events leading to the ill-fated Challenger launch from a different perspective. She rejects the explanations of the cause of the accident as technical failure and describes instead a sociological phenomenon with the concept of “acceptable risk” becoming normalized. She rejects the hypothesis that a moral managerial decision led to the event and turns her attention to the culture of the work group of NASA engineers and managers in which decisions were made to change design structures and components based on what they considered to be acceptable risks. The deviations in design were based on performance trials and the team incrementally increased the acceptable risk criteria to the point where the deviation from the norm became the new norm. The early decision to accept the risk became a precedent and part of the workgroup culture, which Vaughan proposes, led to the resultant explosion of Challenger. The same hypothesis could be true of the BP oil disaster. According to various reports, contributing factors include faults in the pressure tests, procedures in testing for hydrocarbons in the well, emergency disconnect system, and the cement that seals the bore hole. An acceptance of the risks associated with deviations in practice and procedure in any of these systems could have led to the blow out. The acceptance of unhealthy and unsafe working conditions in schools has become our normalization of deviance. Budget cutbacks mean fewer custodians and dustier, dirtier, mouldier schools. Ventilation ducts and filters are cleaned less frequently circulating this dust, dirt, and mould from room to room. Fewer behaviour support teachers, fewer learning support and resource teachers, and fewer specialists translates into less support for students who are most at risk to offend. Construction takes place during instructional hours with dust, cement, asbestos, glues, paint, noise, heavy equipment, and extra traffic associated with a construction site. There are fewer maintenance staff to do preventive maintenance, let alone repairs as our buildings age and deteriorate around us. And we keep coming to work every day. The changes have occurred incrementally over the last decade to the point where now these deviations have become an acceptable risk of a healthy and safe work environment and are becoming the norm. That is, until we get sick or hurt. The good news is that there is something we can do about our work environment. We don’t have to accept this normalization of deviance. The Workers Compensation Act and Regulation have very clear language on how to establish a health and safety program. It is the law. The employer must establish a health and safety program. The process is designed to prevent injury and illness. Talking about and establishing a program after an incident is second best. WorkSafeBC has, for the first time, designated a “manager of interest” specifically for the public education sector Grades K–12. Through the work of the Federation, the Health and Safety Advisory Committee, the health and safety trainers, health and safety representatives, and every local officer and member who has contacted WorkSafeBC, WSBC recognizes that schools and educational facilities are unique work environments and deserving of a designated manager to address the needs of the workers. If we continue to help our employers, administrators, local and provincial officers, and colleagues understand the importance of health and safety programs, we will be able to prevent injuries, illnesses, and deaths. We need to work back to the future, incrementally to make our work places healthy and safe. Make sure that your work place has a joint health and safety committee and that each member takes their annual entitlement of eight hours of training so that they all know how to establish and maintain healthy and safe working conditions. The BCTF, as a WorkSafeBC training partner, offers this training. Get the word out.   Karen Langenmaier is the BCTF’s Health and Safety Officer.   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13170,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 1999 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 11, Number 6, April 1999 MAI Hearings: BCTF locals speak out by Gavin Hainsworth Teachers from across the province made their voices heard against the MAI and similar free-trade initiatives in presentations to the B.C. Legislative Assembly Special Committee on the Multilateral Agreement on Investment. They spoke out alongside other unions and community groups in defining the profoundly negative effects of unrestrained corporate influence on the public good and on the autonomy and power of democratically elected governments. The hearings are the second phase of the special committee’s examination of the MAI. They follow on the expert hearings in the fall, during which BCTF President Kit Krieger presented a brief. Communities the committee visited included Kamloops, Shuswap, Surrey, Terrace, and Vancouver. Teachers’ associations from all five (including Vancouver where the Vancouver Secondary and Vancouver Elementary teachers’ associations made a joint brief) made strong presentations concerning the perceived damages and dangers of transnational corporate influence on their students, schools, and public education. “The effects of globalization are felt in every classroom, school, and district in B.C. and Canada,” said the Surrey Teachers’ Association brief (which I presented). “From the fashionable clothing worn by students at school (which were produced by sweatshop labourers of their own age in the nations of the South) to the sellout of school autonomy through the tacit or open endorsement by school staff for corporate sponsors (for a few funding dollars, souls can be bought cheap), a vital and valued public education system is under attack as never before.” Reflecting on the NAFTA, presenter Fawn Knox, Kamloops-Thompson Teachers’ Association, foresaw that “the MAI would be more intrusive and would grant extensive powers to transnational corporations. The notion that our education system is driven by this paranoia to prepare our clients (who used to be pupils’) with useful skills’ and a businesslike attitude’ to succeed in this world is somewhat frightening. The looming MAI catapults this notion closer to reality.” Dr. Ed Harrison, Terrace District Teachers’ Union, outlined the historic context (political and culutral) in which the MAI and Free Trade in Canada (economic) have been advanced, and, to some extent, restrained. According to Harrison, the MAI tips the balance completely against local self-determination in return for meagre economic benefits. “As I interpret the treaty from an educators/ union perspective, I do not find the safeguards necessary to protect our culture and thus our sovereignty,” said Harrison. “Treaties like the MAI and the global corporate environment in which they function are very powerful, seductive, purveyors of unfettered capitalism…which push forward their own agenda of open and free trade at any cost.” Six primary themes came through strongly from all of the presentations—a clear recognition of the real negative effects of unrestrained corporatism through its influence on public education. First, education is being made fiercely competitive. By replacing the values of co-operation and equity with the drive for individual achievement and entrepreneurial spirit and the imposition of career and work experience, corporations and companies have effectively downloaded labour training upon the public education system. This “career readiness” approach can occur only with the reduction of time devoted to the teaching and encouragement of critical thinking and democratic values. Second, access to education is being restricted. Students must assume huge debts while working doubly hard for reduced wages to obtain their right to education—unless, of course, they come from wealthy families. Under the MAI proposal, the government is open to attack by countries and companies claiming that frozen tuition fees are a form of trade subsidy. Third, education is being reduced to job training. Work-experience hours provide a cheap labour pool that undermines job security and bargaining power of the workers in the businesses these students “attend” in lieu of going to school. “Far too many students are doing jobs such as folding sweaters in department-store stockrooms rather than exploring the dream jobs’ such work experiences tout in the public eye,” stated the Surrey Teachers’ Association brief. Fourth, standardized testing is impoverishing the curriculum at every level and is used to restrict access to higher education and the professions. The current mania for standardized testing (including the enormous burden of provincial exams for Grade 12) now drives the curriculum as teachers, schools, and students alike are gauged by this criterion and then compared by the tabulated results in the media and in the public eye. “What we can test and measure through formal exams are concepts that are basic and limited,” stated Fawn Knox (Kamloops). “Our public system has thrived and excelled because educators recognized that a balance of learning styles, content, and a variety of assessment tools are required in order to prepare students.” As a hidden curriculum, standardized testing is the parking brake on the engine of educational innovation and excellence. Fifth, decentralization of administrative and fiscal accountability, linked with centralization of curricula and funding, undermines community values and structures. By separating policy from funding, democratic accountability and influence are reduced. Centralized goals are pitted against each other within the straitjacket of fiscal restraint, with local governments forced to fight higher levels of government to obtain enough money to do what those governments have mandated. Public funding for education is under attack as the higher levels of government cry “fiscal responsibility,” while at the same time allowing corporations to defer or escape enormous amounts of corporate taxes in the fear that they will pull out of their countries, taking much-needed jobs with them. Finally, funding pressures make public schools more open to “partnerships” with business. Funding pressures can lead to outright privatization of services. Harrison (Terrace) asked, “Once one board permits this, what, within MAI, prevents corporations from arguing that they should be permitted these rights in other districts?” “The more education becomes a mix of public and for-profit systems,” said Knox (Kamloops), “the more the MAI will apply.” Once a service is mixed, public and private, the rights of corporations to hold or extend their influence within that “market” would be open to legal recourse against any government foolish enough to take them on. If the MAI (or similar agreements) are signed, the special committee was told, corporations already entrenched in the public education system would be almost impossible to expel. Likewise, universities could also be defined as enterprises; private colleges and institutes would then have equal rights to access public funding or could launch legal challenges for the right. Companies could even assert rights of access to produce schools’ and universities’ exams and curriculum documents. As a result of these present and anticipated dangers to conserving a vibrant and vital public education system, the locals were united in urging the special committee to reject the MAI, and to work instead for global human rights, including education. Corporate rights must be linked with corporate responsibilities, and democratically elected governments must be able to call them to account and not shirk their responsiblity to do so. Teachers through their associations must play an energetic and articulate role in this. As I concluded in the Surrey Teachers’ Association brief (quoting Alice Walker), “Activism is my rent for living on this planet.” B.C. teachers clearly paid their rent for February and March at the Special Committee on the MAI. Gavin Hainsworth teaches at North Surrey Secondary School, Surrey. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/BCTFNews.aspx?id=32117,BCTF News Vol. 19, No. 15, February 19, 2014  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development BCTF News archive 2013–14  2012–13  2011–12     2010–11  2009–10    En français  Home > Publications > Newsletters and Alerts > BCTF News > 2013-14 Archive     Volume 19, Number 15, February 19, 2014 Provincial Budget: Where is education funding? Districts line up to defend government decision to ask court for stay Bargaining update: New language tabled by government Are you having trouble accessing the member portal? Here’s how What will replace BCeSIS? Student Information Services February is Black History Month: Find resources here It works for all kids: Antihomophobia policy and Gay-Straight Alliance groups Reminder: Pink Shirt Day is February 26 Book this new BCTF workshop: Exploring the Connections between Classroom Practice and Self-Regulation Calling for proposals: Investigating Our Practices Have you joined a Provincial Specialist Association (PSA) yet? One minute of fame while you change the world (and win $2,000) Alberta Union of Provincial Employees wins injunction against government Provincial Budget: Where is education funding? Yesterday’s provincial budget, hailed by the government as a balanced budget is anything but balanced for public education. Glen Hansman, BCTF First Vice President, says, “Budget 2014 makes a lot of promises about trades, transforming education, and supporting teachers and students, but there is nothing to back those promises up.” There is no new funding to deal with the unsafe and overcrowded shop classes. Nor is there new funding to deal with the millions of dollars in rising costs downloaded onto school districts like yet another MSP hike and huge BC Hydro increases. That means, despite the government’s claims, more cuts to classrooms and less services to support all children, including those with special needs, will happen. When pressed by the media about how the government will pay for the restoration of our collective agreement language, Finance Minister Mike De Jong, never mentioned the government’s contingency fund or budget surplus. Instead, he said the government would have to either cut from other social services or raise taxes. Once again, the Liberals are trying to divide people and point the finger away from themselves. They were the ones who implemented tax cuts of up to 25% and stripped collective agreements that resulted in a loss of teaching positions which translates into a loss of support and services for students. Politics and economics is largely about priorities and choices; the government just chose not to put the funds into schools and education. Read the BCTF press release about the budget here. Districts line up to defend government decision to ask court for stay When the government chose to ask the court for a stay while they appeal the restoration of stripped language, they elicited support from school districts. Many districts responded with the “Chicken Little” cry stating that chaos and calamity would ensue. Below are a few quotes from the government’s argument to delay the restoration of our provisions for class-size, class-composition, and specialist teacher ratios. “The Deleted Clauses were, and are, contrary to the government’s education policy objectives, which include operational flexibility for school boards to allocate funds in a manner that provides a greater range of choice in student programs.” “If not stayed pending appeal, Griffin J.’s order directing the immediate restoration of the Deleted Clauses presents irreparable harm to the public interest of an unprecedented magnitude.”  The stay application notice of motion and argument have now been posted inside the member portal on our website, and are accessible to all members. Bargaining update: New language tabled by government A Report from the Table from the BCTF Provincial Bargaining Team was posted on the BCTF member portal this past weekend. Please keep informed and know what’s happening in bargaining. Since both parties (BCTF and BCPSEA) have agreed that such updates will be posted on the members-only secure website during this round of bargaining, you will need to log in to the MyBCTFportal to view this update. Are you having trouble accessing the member portal? Here’s how Your BCTF member ID number is your login username. If you need help registering for the first time or logging in, please refer to our portal help guide. If you need further help, email portal@bctf.ca or call 604-871-2119 or toll-free 1-800-663-9163 (local 2119). What will replace BCeSIS? Student Information Services BCeSIS is going, and there are some options in what replaces it. The Ministry has named its new student information system “MyEducation BC.” It consists of Aspen software run by Fujitsu, the people who currently run BCeSIS.   An alternative called OpenStudent has been created by a technology team working from the Saanich school district and this option can be chosen by school districts. Districts are being pressured to sign up for the Ministry system, and many have done so already. It is a more expensive option, but has the backing of the Ministry in its development. If you would like to know more, you can go to websites to take a look: OpenStudent’s website can be found at here. The Ministry made a presentation about the MyEducation BC to the BCTF and it is available online at here. February is Black History Month: Find resources here Black History Month is a time to formally recognize and celebrate the many achievements and contributions of black Canadians who, throughout history, have contributed much to make Canada a culturally diverse and compassionate country. Despite a presence in Canada that dates back farther than Samuel de Champlain’s first voyage down the St. Lawrence River, people of African descent are often absent from Canadian history books. There is little mention of the fact that slavery once existed in the territory that is now Canada, or that many of the Loyalists who came here after the American Revolution and settled in the Maritimes were black. Few Canadians are aware of the many sacrifices made in wartime by black Canadian soldiers, as far back as the War of 1812. In December 1995, the Parliament of Canada officially recognized February as Black History Month, following a motion introduced by the first black Canadian woman elected to Parliament, the Honourable Jean Augustine, MP for Etobicoke-Lakeshore. The motion was carried unanimously by the House of Commons. Here is the link to BCTF Black History resources. Lesson plans on antiracism can be found here and all other antiracism resources here. You may be interested in a blog called “Pioneers: Blogging the black pioneers of British Columbia. It works for all kids: Antihomophobia policy and Gay-Straight Alliance groups Does your district have a discrete LGBTQ policy in place? Click here to find out. Right now, there are antihomophobia policies in place in 28 BC school districts, less than half of school districts. Recent research from the UBC School of Nursing found that the presence of a policy along with a GSA (Gay-Straight Alliance) for three years in a school environment reduces bullying for ALL students in the school and reduces risk of suicide among students. Here is a link to their researchand to a Vancouver Sun article published January 21, 2014. Speak with your local president to find out how you can get involved to get your district to pass and implement an antihomophobia policy or to support a Gay-Straight Alliance in your school.     Reminder: Pink Shirt Day is February 26 The BCTF is celebrating both Pink Shirt Days, the first is marked in BC on February 26, 2014 and the second, International Day of Pink, takes place on April 9, 2014. We know that schools are busy places so you may choose to celebrate one day or the other, or even both, with your students.  More LGBTQ resources are available here. You can also download Pink Shirt Day posters here:  Elementary poster Secondary poster   Book this new BCTF workshop: Exploring the Connections between Classroom Practice and Self-Regulation Self-regulation has been described as the IQ of the 21st Century. This five-hour workshop explores the concept of self-regulation—what it is and what it isn’t. The workshop approaches self-regulation from both teachers’ and students’ perspectives and looks at connections between classroom practices and self-regulation. You can book this workshop at no cost for a professional development day. Please see page 7 of the Professional and Social Issues workshop program. Contact Kelly Shields at kshields@bctf.ca for more information. Calling for proposals: Investigating Our Practices The annual “Investigating Our Practices” conference, cosponsored by the BCTF will take place at UBC on May 3, 2014. It’s a great opportunity for teachers to share ideas and research in a low-key way with other educators. Registration costs $25 and includes all sessions, refreshments before the conference starts, and a lunch at the end.   The main areas of focus are: the preparation of practitioners the ongoing education of practitioners the focus on classroom practice the context of practice (e.g., social, political and cultural analysis of practice) researching practice (e.g., teacher inquiry/action research) Proposals must be submitted by March 3. For further information, see: http://iop.educ.ubc.ca/, or contact Charlie Naylor: cnaylor@bctf.ca. Have you joined a Provincial Specialist Association (PSA) yet? Two great conferences for teachers and other educational workers take place this upcoming weekend. February 20–21, Richmond, BC. The Special Education Association hosts the “Crosscurrents” conference. Keynote speakers: Norman Kunc and Emma Van der Klift. Keynote and sessions are related to students with special and diverse learning needs, for classroom teachers, special education teachers, administrators, educational assistants, and parents. Location: Sheraton Vancouver Airport Hotel, 7551 Westminster Highway, Richmond. Register online using the SEA website link. Contacts—registrar: Rae Perry, searegistrar@gmail.com or Stephanie Koropatnick, seaconferencechair@gmail.com. February 20–21, Vancouver, BC. BC Alternate Education Association hosts “Challenge and Change,” BCAEA’s 27th annual conference highlighting Dr. Gordon Neufeld as keynote. Over 30 sessions featuring diverse topics especially chosen to be relevant to all those associated with the more vulnerable students typically enrolled in alternative learning environments. Location: Sheraton Vancouver Wall Centre, 1088 Burrard Street, Vancouver. To register (goes live mid-fall), click this link. Click here for more information of contact the conference co-ordinator: Dorothy Joyce Pauls at djpauls@shaw.ca. While it may be too late to register or to get the logistics in place to attend, we include these conferences in this issue of BCTF News so members can see the kind of conferences that PSAs organize. Here is the link to the BCTF professional development calendar. You can also read about current PSAs and how to join by following this link. One minute of fame while you change the world (and win $2,000) The Canadian Labour Congress presents the One Minute Message video contest and invites you to make a one-minute video about how unions stand up for fairness for all Canadians. What does “Fairness Works” mean for you, your family, and your community? The CLC is looking for clever, inspiring, ironic, humorous, positive, feel-good, upbeat videos that get the message across with impact, and will stick in people’s minds.   Here’s the link for more information and to view last year’s winning video. Alberta Union of Provincial Employees wins injunction against government The Alberta Union of Public Employees received a Valentine’s Day gift in the form of an injunction Friday. They requested an injunction against the government’s Bill 46 which strips AUPE’s ability to use binding arbitration and instead imposes wages on their union members should no new collective agreement be reached. AUPE is currently fighting Bill 46 in Alberta courts, arguing that it violates the Charter of Rights and Freedoms. They requested an injunction of the Bill until a final decision is made in the case. “I am extremely pleased the court recognized the merit of our arguments and how seriously our members’ Charter rights have been impaired by the Progressive Conservative’s legislation,” said AUPE President Guy Smith in a statement released after the decision was released. The union has made it clear they plan to challenge Bill 46 all the way to the Supreme Court of Canada if necessary. The injunction ensures that until a final decision is made, the union will continue to proceed to arbitration if they are unable to reach a collective agreement with the Government of Alberta. The Government of Alberta is appealing the injunction decision.   Thanks to rabble.cafor this story. The Alberta government is also trying to unilaterally change public sector employee pension plans. The Auditor General released a report late last week detailing why the government is misguided in this effort. Read about it here.   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13144,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 1999 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 11, Number 5, March 1999 Public services in B.C. and Alberta: The cost of cutbacks Since 1994, all provinces have had to contend with massive cutbacks in transfer payments from the federal government for health, education, and welfare. Most provinces have reacted by making cuts in all three programs. A new Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives (CCPA) study comparing B.C. and Alberta finds that B.C., alone among the provinces, has chosen not to cut funding for health and education. B.C. has, however, made cuts to other programs, including social services. Alberta, which introduced dramatic spending cuts before the federal Liberals announced their plans to reduce transfer payments, continued to cut deeply into health, social services, education, and other areas until only last year—even while posting record budgetary surpluses. Among the CCPA study's findings:  Welfare in both B.C. and Alberta provides a level of income well below Statistics Canada's low-income cutoff, although the poverty gap in Alberta is greater. B.C. has seen a steady increase in health-care spending, and currently ranks first among the provinces with respect to public-health-care spending per capita. Alberta, in contrast, now ranks last among the provinces in per capita public-health expenditures. B.C. now spends $1,100 more per pupil on primary and secondary education than Alberta. Alberta has more pupils per teacher than B.C. in the K–12 system. Moreover, while the ratio is worsening in Alberta, the ratio has improved in B.C. In 1996–97, B.C. spent $373 per capita per year on post-secondary education, compared to $315 in Alberta and $328 in Canada as a whole. In 1997–98, average university tuition in B.C. was $2,308 per year. In Alberta, tuition fees have been rising dramatically (by 8% last year alone), and averaged $3,102 per year in 1997–98. Average tuition at B.C.'s colleges and institutes has been frozen at $1,390. In contrast, 1997–98 tuition at Alberta's colleges and institutes averaged $1,675, and has been rising at almost all colleges and institutes by between $200 and $300 a year. In B.C., gambling revenues per capita and as a share of total revenues have been flat. In contrast, per capita gambling revenues in Alberta have increased dramatically since 1991. Albertans now send approximately $150 more per capita to government coffers by way of lotteries and gambling than do British Columbians. What many people save in taxes in Alberta, they lose in reduced services and new out-of-pocket expenses. Ultimately, you get what you pay for. Alberta is under-investing in health, education, social services, and other public programs—all because of an economic strategy to maintain low taxes for the wealthy and corporations. As the table shows, average people may pay less tax in Alberta, but this "advantage" is often more than offset by reduced services and new private expenses. To obtain a copy of A Tale of Two Provinces, contact Shannon Daub at the CCPA–BC office: 815–207 West Hastings Street, Vancouver, BC V6B 1H7, (604) 801-5121, F: (604) 801-5122,   www.policyalternatives.ca  , ccpabc@intouch.bc.ca Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=10116,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 5, April 2003 Aboriginal career day by Jennifer Auld The idea for an aboriginal career day in Zeballos, began when I attended a workshop hosted by the First Nations PSA in Harrison Hot Springs. Langley teacher Carel McDonald, presented a workshop on teaching Aboriginal issues using the media. She mentioned the career fair she had organized at her school. As social justice chair of my district, I was searching for a focus that would make a difference. The idea of honouring the talents and education of Canada’s Aboriginal people sounded fabulous for our remote, mostly First Nations community, but funding was the obstacle. Victoria Wells, elected member of council of the Ehattesaht First Nations (local to Zeballos) helped to overcome that obstacle when she mentioned a grant that is available. Not knowing how to start, I picked up the phone and called Carel McDonald in Langley and asked for her list of contacts. She did not give me a list of names and numbers; instead she said, "how about I drive to Zeballos and bring them all to you." After we obtained other funding from corporate grants, the school district, and local First Nations, the planning got into full swing. McDonald corralled another Langley teacher, of Cree descent, Caroline Paulicelli, her daughter, BCIT student Tera MacDonald, Cree artist Jerry Whitehead, Boston Barr cultural presenter David Florence, and management consultant Matt Vickers. Victoria Wells invited many local First Nations presenters, and I cornered the rest. The career week was presented to students, most of whom are Nuu-Chah-Nulth, from March 10 to 12. The week began with classroom workshops where teachers signed up for presenters for specific times and students were awed by the variety of backgrounds, talents, abilities, and activities our guests presented. A mural was created by Jerry Whitehead with his trademark Pow Wow dancers and contributions by students. Guests and organizers were honoured and fed at a potluck dinner with many traditional foods brought by local residents. Twenty-five presenters came for the final day of celebration and learning. It began with Ehattesaht Hereditary Chief Kelly John opening, keynote by Matt Vickers, and sessions by local and out-of-town guests for the 100 students from Kindergarten to Grade 12. Adult guests and parents joined us, many of whom had never been in the school. The day ended with Vernon Price, storyteller from Quadra Island, dressing up students and teachers in regalia. The nuts and bolts of organizing an Aboriginal Career Day come down to finding grants, submitting proposals, finding presenters, and organizing the schedule. The right tools are available from B.C. teachers. Carel MacDonald provided me with numerous samples from proposals to daily plans, schedules, and leave forms. Simply filling in the blanks made the task easy. Supplementary to those samples are now a few of my own. I encourage you, especially if you have First Nations students, to help dismantle stereotyping of aboriginal people by enriching students’ contacts with Aboriginal people. An Aboriginal Career Day or week is just such a forum. Jennifer Auld teaches at Zeballos Elementary Secondary School, Zeballos. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11004,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2002 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 14, Number 7, May/June 2002 Canadian and Mexican teachers confront the same agenda In August 2001, a small group of Surrey Teachers’ Association and Vancouver Secondary Teachers’ Association members journeyed to Mexico to fulfill part of the STA’s Mexico Twinning Committee’s goal of getting to know, personally, its sister union—Section 9, the Mexico City Elementary School Teachers’ Union. We were all profoundly affected by the experience. During our two-week stay, we made many observations and generalizations: Mexicans see a clear connection between increasing inequality and NAFTA. Mexican teachers realize the need for co-operation between our unions. The Zapatista Revolution was started on the day that NAFTA came into fruition—January 1, 1994. Slogans and posters like "NAFTA means the Death of Indigenous Peoples" resonated strongly. The prices of basic groceries (in Mexico) have risen to approximately equal Canadian prices, while wages have generally fallen over the last decade. The future of the Mexico Twinning Project We visited Section 9, which includes 58,000 members, who are teachers and administrators. We visited four elementary schools and two preschools. In Mexican schools, the teachers are well respected. We should build strong links with Mexican teachers, and after seven years of NAFTA, we shouldn’t delay! It’s important that in building our movement together, we not think in terms of North-to-South charity. There are real benefits for both Canadian and Mexican unions. We can politicize, sensitize, and mobilize our members through direct personal experience. We can learn from the decision-making process in Mexican teachers’ meetings. Mexican teachers can benefit from Canadian funding for projects such as "Women in Leadership," and "Non-sexist Curriculum" workshops. We all benefit from feeling we are not alone in our struggles for dignity in our work, fair salaries, and bargaining rights. We feel real solidarity! In 1999, we stepped in at a crucial moment with international pressure through letter-writing and faxing officials to help the CNTE, Section 9, demand that their jailed comrades be released. In turn, they are willing to plan protests at the Canadian Embassy in Mexico City to support our right to strike. Because the steely spirit of Mexican teachers has been forged in the heat of life-or-death confrontations with the powers in Mexico, they can clearly see the direction that neo-liberalism and globalization is taking all of us. Perhaps this relationship will help Canadian teachers to see more clearly the threats conservative policies pose to public education. We want to increase the numbers of B.C. teachers who have direct experience with the inspiring struggle of the teachers in Mexico. We want to maintain and perhaps expand the important international solidarity work of the BCTF. Get your local organized, and join us next summer for a trip that could change the way you see the world. – Julia McRae The suffering of the people in Mexico Seventy percent of the Mexican people live within the marginal or fringe economy. This means that 70% either receive minimum wages of $8 US a day or earn even less by resorting to street vending or begging as their only source of income. Fifteen years ago, thriving on a low income was a way of life; adaptations were made while the people became resourceful community builders. However, today, thanks to recent trade agreements and the selling out of the country’s resources and land, that income is matched against a cost of living similar to yours and mine. As a result, families are displaced as fathers pursue an income in nearby American resort towns, American border factories, or as undocumented workers in the U.S.A. Increasingly, children are forced onto the streets to supplement the family income, sacrificing their education and any hope of improving their standard of living. Yes, they have Coke in every rural village but no drinking water. Yes, they have choices that the big box stores offer, but no cash, only coupons that come in the form of wages, forcing them to choose costly items over their local markets. And, yes they have access to American TV programs to ensure that the consumer dream is inculcated. The anguish suffered by the poor of Mexico is hidden from us. It isn’t written about on the front pages of newspapers. The flow of information is controlled by the media conglomerates. Sadly, many Mexican people have learned to accept their lot in life, blaming themselves for their pitiable lifestyle rather than the oppressive system. – Dianne Dunsmore Comparative observations B.C. Mexico Average salary $50,000 $12,000 teaching two shifts Decreasing funding Decreasing funding AOs and teachers belong to separate associations AOs and teachers belong to the same union Decreasing resource money Lack of resources in general Lack of teaching facilities, e.g., tutors in change rooms Converting houses to accommodation schools School-funded photocopying Photocopying at teachers’ expense Subsidized breakfast programs Subsidized breakfast programs Term-specific contracts Short-term contracts common Shortage of TOCs No TOCs for absences One-year maternity leave Three-month maternity leave Prep time in collective agreements No prep time during the day PAC fundraising for materials PAC groups pay for computer & science labs Exclusive corporate contracts requiring logo displays Corporate sponsorship with contracts School funds for materials and supplies Teacher often purchases chalk, shelves, desks, chairs, etc. Mandatory schooling K-15 years High quality public preschool for three to five years of age Low drop-out rate High drop-out rate after Grade 6 because of schooling costs Libraries in most schools Lack of books or no library at all School gym PE in school courtyard School renovations and additions when board decides Additions only when enough PAC funds are raised Trends toward privatization, charter schools, erosion of public schools' high stadards Upper class attends private schools; public schools neglected   Constant sightings of billboard advertisements for private schools – Derek Imai Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9044&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2003 Special Issue Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, Special Issue, September 2003 The Ontario experience by Peter Owens A lot of the changes wrought by the Campbell government have already been implemented in Ontario under Tory Premiers Mike Harris and Ernie Eves. The political appointees on the B.C. College of Teachers’ council met in Whistler in August 2003, for four days behind closed doors and adopted a plan for the year that has some striking similarities to the agenda followed in Ontario. The Ontario College of Teachers was established in 1996. There are 31 members on the college council and teachers get to elect 13. The government appoints 14 and there are 4 additional councillors elected by administrators, university faculty, and private schools. There are approximately 190,000 members, of whom 144,000 are teachers in the publicly funded system. Private-school teachers are not required to be members of the college, yet private institutions elect one representative on the council. In the spring of 2003, only 4.4% of eligible voters cast ballots in the college elections. Fees for the college in Ontario have gone from $90 in 1997 to $139 in 2003. Staff at the college is currently 176, with plans to hire another 17. Almost one-third of the staff has been hired to implement and enforce the Professional Learning Program (PLP) designed to force teachers to take 14 courses every five years. The college estimates that the annual cost of running the PLP will be $10 million. Teachers have to fund the PLP through their college fees and pay for their own courses to comply with the requirements. Teachers can lose their qualifications to teach if they do not comply with the requirements spelled out in the PLP. All of the teacher organizations in Ontario are resisting the PLP and currently less than 9% of teachers are reporting compliance with the requirements of the college. The college is desperate to get teachers to comply and is even encouraging teachers to get retroactive credits for courses by completing retroactive assessments. A provincial election is expected any day in Ontario and both opposition parties have promised to revamp the college and do away with teacher testing, the PLP, and recertification. Teacher testing in Ontario Ontario’s teacher accountability or "teacher testing" program has four main components. Ontario teacher qualifying test (OTQT) Developed by Education Testing Services (ETS) in Princeton, in co-operation with the Ontario Principals’ Council (OPC). All new graduates of Ontario faculties of education and teachers trained out of province must take the test. Comprised of 40 to 50 multiple-choice questions and four case studies--two to be completed by all candidates and two chosen depending on whether a candidate is in primary/junior, junior/ intermediate, intermediate/ senior, or tech studies. The test takes four hours to complete. Subject specialization is not accounted for at all. Professional learning program (PLP) Five-year cycle of 14 courses of at least five hours each. The College of Teachers’ 2002 business plan estimated the annual cost of running the PLP at over $10 million. A $35 fee increase has been authorized by the governing council of the college to cover PLP-related costs. The consequence of not fulfilling the PLP requirement is a quasi-automatic suspension or cancellation of the certificate. This is probably the most objectionable feature of the program. Ontario teacher performance appraisal system (TPAS) The TPAS was based on 16 standards of practice, developed by the Ontario College of Teachers and in order to serve the provincial performance appraisal system, the standards were changed into 16 competency statements. The 16 competencies were expanded into 133 "look fors" or performance indicators. "These are requirements, but not all inclusive." Teachers with more than two years’ experience are evaluated every three years, with two appraisals in their evaluation year. New teachers, and teachers new to a board, are to be evaluated twice in each of their first two years. Teachers must develop an annual learning plan. This is reviewed by the principal in the evaluation year. The TPAS process includes: – a pre-observation meeting between the teacher and principal, at which a pre-observation profile form is filled in by the teacher and principal, and the teacher’s learning plan is reviewed. – a classroom observation by the principal. – a post-observation meeting to review and discuss results, complete the post-observation form, and finalize the teacher’s learning plan for the year. – an opportunity for the teacher to review and respond to parental and student input, and provision for the principal to consider the teacher’s response. – preparation by the principal of the summative report. Teachers are rated on a four-point scale—unsatisfactory, satisfactory, good, and exemplary. If a teacher is rated unsatisfactory three times in the course of the process, the principal recommends termination of employment to the school board. Such termination must then be reported to the College of Teachers. The unempirical and ultimately subjective nature of the overall rating decision is expected to lead to an explosion of grievances. Induction program yet to be defined There is absolutely no evidence to show that testing already licensed teachers improves student learning. Treating teachers with such blatant disrespect exacerbates the teacher shortage beginning in Ontario. One-half of Ontario teachers intend to retire in the next eight years. Ontario teachers have learned that standing united is essential to surviving a government intent on destroying public education. Through their concerted actions, Ontario teachers and parents have stood up to government, got the government to acknowledge its underfunding of public education and to commit to replacing the funding it withdrew. Ontario teachers and parents have obtained commitments from both opposition parties to work to rebuild the damaged school system in Ontario and remove the odious aspects of the Ontario College of Teachers. If the Ontario Tories are defeated, it will be in part because of the damage they did to schools, students, and teachers. Peter Owens is an assistant director in the BCTF’s Communications and Campaigns Division and editor of Teacher newsmagazine.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=14236&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 20, Number 2, October 2007 A chess course—almost By Arnie Nermo After labouring several months, developing a Board Authority Authorized course (BAA) for the Surrey School District, I received a call that I had been dreading for weeks. The Abbotsford Board of Education was offering me a position I could not refuse. I believed I was within a hairs width of having the first secondary school chess courses in North America approved, but with the acceptance of the job in Abbotsford I had to leave behind the possibility of a secondary school chess course; and now my work was all for naught, but maybe not! I can offer you all the groundwork to apply this BAA chess course in your own school district. I am glad to share it with you for the following reasons: It can provide students of all abilities with an enjoyable lifelong, intellectual pursuit (a general opinion of chess as an elitist or exclusive activity couldn’t be further from the truth). It is an activity where even the weakest academic students can match their wits and beam with success. It is a proven and valuable self-esteem builder. In addition, chess demands that participants exercise their best powers of planning, memory, decision-making, judgment, creativity, and concentration. A secondary school chess course can be the venue for developing critical thinking, analytic, strategic, and tactical problem solving. These skills are applicable and transferable not only in the mathematics curriculum but also to many of life’s situations. Interestingly, chess is known to assist cognitive development for students in four areas–logic, memory, awareness/analysis, and pattern recognition with overall improvements in all school test results, especially mathematics and reading. (Watson-Glaser Critical Thinking Appraisal WGCTA). The educational benefits of chess are already recognized by its inclusion in the required curricula of over 30 countries including Canada (Quebec and New Brunswick). It is evident that chess is more than just a game. The teacher of a chess course need not be an expert or aficionado. A rudimentary knowledge of the game would suffice, although a passion for the game would be a definite asset. The application of teaching pedagogy to chess knowledge is not novel. The lessons needed and skills to be learned are inherent and self-evident in the sources and materials provided. It is a course that can easily be taught to keen students, at many of our secondary schools. As an educator with over 25 years experience, I believe that a secondary school chess course would finally break a paradigm of curricular thinking in BC. Historically schools have been dependant upon the good will of volunteers and sporadic community support. This has not been enough. A chess course will fill a definite need for students in the secondary school curriculum. I know this through the personal experience of having had noon-hour chess with an attendance of over 25 students daily at two separate Surrey secondary schools. I believe implementing this course in BC schools will be a bold step and show a new direction in fulfilling this need. If you are interested, contact me. Arnie Nermo teaches at Robert Bateman Secondary School, Abbotsford. arnie_nermo@sd34.bc.ca.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=27936,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 25, Number 1, September 2012   Opinion: A review of the Liberals’ 11 years in office  By Noel Herron   Scandals, snafus, shenanigans, and secrecy sink Liberal run at fourth term in office; profound lack of trust dogs party as support crumbles As the May provincial election approaches and the downward slide in almost every poll continues unabated, the BC Liberals desperately seek to shore up their political support (up to and including a possible name change) among its core supporters and conservative voters. Despite Premier Christy Clark’s best efforts, the long and enduring presence of Gordon Campbell still casts an ominous shadow over the political landscape in BC. Elected two years ago by Liberal supporters, Premier Clark has seen her political honeymoon gradually dissolve in ashes until she now has reached an historic low in her personal ratings. While the prospect of a quick provincial election at the time of her ascension may now look good in the Liberals’ rear-view mirror, the upcoming provincial test in May 2013, after 12 years at the helm, is proving a daunting task for the embattled party. The reasons for this are many and varied: a sharp and unhealed split with the conservative voters who previously formed part of the party’s successful coalition; a mistaken, if not arrogant, decade-long, sense of entitlement that surfaces occasionally; quick policy fixes that often fail to gain support; sheer administrative ineptitude with repeated gaffs by inept cabinet ministers; never-ending electioneering by a new and grandstanding premier; over-the-top spinning; a failed ad hominum assault on the leader of the opposition; a pervasive lack of openness and accountability and, above all, a profound lack of trust by the ruling party in its dealings with the electorate. A look back at many of the scandals, shenanigans, and missteps that have marked the Liberals dramatic downward path in the polls proves instructive as we approach the upcoming election: The HST fiasco Of all the initiatives undertaken by the BC Liberals, this stands out as the most damaging and enduring of the scandals that have weakened the once powerful coalition. Born in deception and nurtured in deceit, this fiasco led to Gordon Campbell’s ignominious ouster and his replacement by a waffling Christy Clark. The ham–fisted implementation of the tax (the Liberals spent $5 million in advertising defending the HST) and the subsequent defeat in a province-wide referendum marked the start of the sharp decline in the Liberals’ fortunes. The former finance minister, Colin Hansen’s “explanations” on the origins of the HST were masterpieces of doublespeak. The fact remains, that every single Liberal MLA, who plans to run again and who voted for the hated tax, will have to account for it. The HST controversy promises to be one of two defining issues (along with the Enbridge brouhaha) of the 2013 election. The Basi/Virk scandal Yet another enduring fiasco that still remains fresh in the memory of many voters, thanks to the province’s auditor general’s ongoing legal efforts to obtain access to internal government documents. This led to the outrageous $6.5 million plea bargain deal on BC Rail with disgraced Liberal aides Dave Basi and Bob Virk. Never mind the fact that the original sell-off of BC Rail itself was a broken promise by the Liberals, the suspicion, indeed anger, remains that the Liberals had much to hide if this potentially explosive trial proceeded on its full course. A parade of former ministers and MLA’s, who were slated to testify, was cut short by what is now widely regarded as a shoddy back-room deal. The NDP opposition is promising a full public investigation, which the Liberals have flatly refused. Community Living (CLBC) shenanigans Victoria’s Times Colonist newspaper won a national award for its exposé of the shocking mishandling of government support for people with developmental disabilities. Victoria shamefully forced adults with developmental disabilities to move from group homes to cheaper accommodation. This scandal greatly embarrassed the Liberals forcing them to add $40 million to improve services and introduce policy changes. It led to the demotion of the then minister of social development, the hapless Harry Bloy, and the subsequent inept handling of generous raises for CBLC directors of the organization has tarnished the current minister—Stephanie Cadieux. A secretive government The Liberals frequently boasted that BC had “the most open provincial government in Canada,“ which is not saying much, given our low international rankings in this area among industrialized nations. Victoria, with its foot-dragging and prohibitive access fees, specifically designed to deter access to official documentation, has literally mocked the province’s Freedom of Information Act. Auditor General John Doyle, an independent officer of the legislature, has been forced to take the government to court to obtain information, while Vincent Gogelek, head of the BC Freedom of Information Association, has followed him on the same path. Add to this, Mary Ellen Turpel, the province’s independent child advocate, who forced the government, through the courts, to turn over documents relating to the deaths of foster children in care. Part and parcel of this debate is the repeated reluctance and refusal of the Liberals to accept advice from any independent panel and, in particular, to ignore completely the investigative bodies mandated by the BC legislature. What else have the Liberals tried to hide from us? Three egregious examples will suffice: The attempt to withhold promotion information on a $780,000 HST pamphlet (paid for by taxpayers and later shredded) on the flimsy excuse that the pamphlet was originally an advisory to cabinet. A $300 million closed-door, technology contract with IBM (teachers will have particular interest in this hidden contract, which funded the BCeSIS fiasco in our schools). The current ongoing battle to obtain crucial data related to the infamous BC Rail scandal (as noted above). Little wonder that cynicism toward this government now seems to multiply exponentially. The BC Hydro caper This jewel in the BC economic crown has been badly tarnished under the BC Liberals. After a decade of behind-door political interference in the affairs of the crown corporation, a huge cloud of uncertainty hangs over the potential debt that the corporation is being forced to carry. Locking in long-term contracts with private power producers at prices higher than the current market is a major concern. Hydro’s $18 billion plan to refurbish and expand its own generating and transmission facilities deserves much closer scrutiny. The uncertainty among some members of the public on smart meters remains, especially with regard to installation. The increased needs for electrical power in an expanding province are also a growing concern. And the direct and repeated interference by cabinet in the affairs of the BC Utilities Commission, the independent Hydro regulator, charged with upholding the public interest, is ongoing. This has led to the cancellation of Hydro’s scheduled spring public hearings to approve increases in electricity rates and it underlines the mishandling of one of this province’s greatest economic engines by a secretive government. Cuts to K–12 education programs The items are many and varied: closure of upward of 200 schools, without any attempt to review their impact, with many of these schools forming the heart of rural communities; cancellation for two years of the $100 million facilities grant to school boards; harsh and repeated underfunding of kids with special needs programs and services; emerging funding crises in inner-city schools as documented by a searing series in The Vancouver Sun; shredding of teachers‘ contracts by none other than Christy Clark, who, as former education minister, has led to the worst relations with public school teachers in living memory (the previous contract shredding exercise by the Liberals of hospital employees (HEU) contracts, cost the province $80 million); the phony provincial education round table, presided over by none other than Gordon Campbell, with many round-table issues, four years later, still unresolved on class size and composition; the sharp decline of professional development programs in school district after school district; the layoff of 1,500 learning assistance, ESL, special education teachers, and counsellors; the downgrading of long-established community schools; the studied neglect of playground repairs and reconstruction only to recompense weary parent fundraising groups on the eve of an election; the record level of parental and staff fundraising efforts (variously estimated at between $40 to $50 million across the province over 11 years) to purchase basic school supplies, materials and resources; the surreptitious and repeated downloading of contractual and other expenses on to school boards; the false and repeated claims by a revolving door of education ministers (five in all) on the adequacy of education funding (the recent firing of the Cowichan school board undermines this claim)—these are some, but not all, of the low points, over more than a decade, which amount to a disgraceful handling of our vibrant but struggling K–12 public school system. Thanks to the politicization of public education and the disrespectful treatment they have received, since the Liberals came to power, hundreds of public school teachers will now actively campaign against them in May of 2013. Massive over runs in public projects “On time, on budget” became a standing joke with regard to most of the huge public projects undertaken by the BC Liberals over 11 years. While the billion dollar extravaganza of the 2010 Winter Olympics was mostly on time, its massive budget and related expenses (the Liberals refused to include the costly Whistler highway upgrade, among other items), were, despite Victoria’s claims, mostly over budget. The Olympic Village fiasco left the City of Vancouver with $462 million listed as its debt for the project at the end of 2011. It has now been left to the province’s auditor general to deliver an anticipated full and accurate accounting of this event. Two other flawed projects deserve particular mention: the $514 million roof makeover of BC Place stadium (originally estimated at $350 million) and the notoriously overbudget Vancouver Convention Centre that cost provincial taxpayers $900 million. The latter three projects, according to a July National Post article, have one thing in common—all three are leaking or have leaked, within the past year. Lastly, into this category falls the granddaddy of them all: the $3.3 billion, tolled, Port Mann Bridge with its $400,000 advertising budget telling commuters that they will save up to an hour in travel. As we roll along, this province, under the BC Liberals, has given new meaning to the slogan, “on time, on budget”; however, most concerning of all is the veritable mountain of future, locked-in, financial commitments and “off-the-books” debts, rarely mentioned, and mostly hidden from the public, which could undermine a brighter economic future for BC. Enbridge waffling Nowhere is Christy Clark’s waffling more apparent than on the Northern Gateway Pipeline application for permission to transverse more than 700 waterways across some of the most pristine lands in this province. After the recent Enbridge disastrous spill on the Kalamazoo River in Michigan, which will cost an estimated $800 million and could take years and possibly decades to clean up, our premier still waffled. The province did not seek full provincial submission status in the current federal inquiry and has accepted a lesser intervenor status. It missed a key deadline to provide evidence at the federal review program. Only under pressure did Clark stiffen her resolve with a qualified five-point plan. However, despite high profile posturing at the mid-summer Halifax premiers’ national conference, this did not gain her the political traction the Liberals had hoped for. She has refused to take a clear position on the issue, employing a wait and see attitude. The outcome of this ongoing controversy is still very much in the balance. Final arguments before the federal panel will begin in April 2013, a month before the May 14 provincial election. And even if approved, a new government could still require provincial permits and authorizations under BC’s land, water, and forest laws, which could delay the project for many years. Currently a majority of BC residents oppose the Enbridge plan. Rush to the exit door As many as 17 or more Liberal MLA’s are expected to signal their intention to retire, according to a party spokesman, over the course of the next seven months. Five current or former cabinet ministers, Kevin Falcon (finance), George Abbott (education), Mary McNeil (children and family development), John Les (parliamentary secretary and former solicitor general), Blair Ledstrom (transportation), as well as House Speaker, Bill Barisoff have recently jumped ship.This rush to the exit door is no doubt being hastened by the ongoing, disheartening polls; there is one factor, however, despite the cumulative impact of the items chronicled here, namely, the partisan rancour and the inappropriate personal behaviour of some Liberal MLAs and the premier’s refusal to disavow such conduct that may even be more damaging than policy missteps by the governing party. What one columnist labelled “an uncensored spew” of mudslinging by exiting Liberal MLA’s now appears to have had a very negative impact on the general electorate. Leading the parade in this regard is outgoing Liberal pit bull, Kevin Kruger, with his deeply offensive remarks (among other references), to arts advocates as “needle-wielding junkies”; to hospital workers as “toilet cleaners”; and to MLA John van Dongen, who quit the Liberals to represent the BC Conservatives, as a man “with a really nasty streak and no integrity”; and of course there is the demoted and pratfall-prone Harry Bloy, who accused Opposition Leader Adrian Dix of fraud and theft and was later forced to apologize; not forgetting MLA Rich Coleman, who in a fit of partisan pique and red-baiting, labelled all opposition members “Communists.” Not only do remarks such as these cross the boundaries of acceptable political discourse and civility, they reinforce the perception of distain for both the electorate and elected representatives. Here is Christy Clark’s response to this type of outrageous conduct: “On the BC Liberals side of the House, MLA’s express their views about things. In my government that is not an unacceptable thing.” Indeed, when this type of conduct is condoned at the highest level of government it is a clear sign of the decline of a political party. Christy Clark’s leadership Hailed as engaging and intelligent by supporters and as dismissive and indecisive by her opponents, Christy Clark’s penchant for grandstanding, in her role as premier, has done her no favours. Blaming Gordon Campbell can go so far. Clark, in the view of many has come up short in the job. The gap between helming a popular radio program and occupying the premier’s chair, with its tough administrative demands, has not been successfully bridged. Under sharp and persistent scrutiny by the media, she often appears defensive and ill-prepared with some decisions emerging as if they were made on the fly. She has given the impression that she is on a non-stop electioneering binge for two years, with photo-ops dominating her agenda. She has worn out her welcome with many voters and lost the support of many female voters. Her sharp drop in her personal popularity from her honeymoon high could be attributed, in part, to her predecessor’s authoritarian legacy; however, she pointedly and repeatedly distanced herself from Gordon Campbell at the outset, and her claims to bring about a “fresh start “with openness and accountability in government have fallen flat. She had served as deputy-premier under Campbell. Several within her own party including her two rivals while running for the leadership (who, incidentally have jumped ship), doubted her ability to deliver, and she obtained the backing of only one Liberal MLA—the hapless Harry Bloy. While cynicism about lack of political honesty is rampant in this province—unquestionably due to the Campbell legacy—Clark has failed to alter the overall narrative. No doubt, she was let down by some less-than-stellar cabinet members, but her penchant for flip-flopping on key issues did not enhance her image; some examples include: changes in her handling of the HST albatross; her refusal to take a clear position on issues; her sloganeering (“Free Enterprise Friday”); her mishandling of the Catalyst Paper file and the kerfuffle over the TELUS renaming of the BC stadium at a loss of $40 million to the taxpayers; the evasion of accountability on the Boss Power fiasco in which the province paid a $30 million settlement—$21 million over the original estimate. Not only has her signature family-first agenda gone off the rails due to a combination of the CLBC fiasco, cuts to education and youth programs, and the unfortunate, provincial ad hoc poverty pilots, but alienation has now spilled over into rejection for the party as a whole with its endless over-the-top spinning and misleading statements. The BC Liberals are now held, not only in disregard, but in contempt by many voters. John Cummins, the Conservative leader cites the need for “being honest and truthful” in government “as one of the reasons for the conservative rupture within the BC Liberal coalition.” Adam Radwanski writing in an August 9, 2012, issue of the Globe and Mail about Canadian political parties that have “fallen apart” excoriates Gordon Campbell for his “dishonesty” around his HST plans. The BC Liberals, collectively, have only themselves to blame for their potential disintegration. Trust is the glue that holds a society together and the absence of this in politics spells the death knell for any party. Two years ago Christy Clark ran in Gordon Campbell’s Vancouver Point Grey riding, promising a “fresh start“ together with a plan to do business differently. She flatly and repeatedly refused to publicly debate her opponent on the hustings or engage in a meaningful public dialogue on key issues affecting her constituents. In May of next year she will not be able to employ this evasive strategy. And the BC Liberals wonder why they are in trouble as their electoral birds fly home to roost? As the French say, plus ca change...   Noel Herron is a former Vancouver school trustee    Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/SocialJustice.aspx?id=6196,BCTF > Bill 37 Proposed Changes to BC Child Labour Law  	BCTF Social Justice  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources   For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Social Justice > Issues > Child Labour Bill 37 - Proposed Changes to BC Child Labour Law Presented by Helesia Luke, hluke@telus.net BCTF Summer Conference, August 2003 Summary of proposed changes to BC’s Child Labour Legislation Current legislation mandates a permitting process that allows the Ministry’s Director to set the conditions of employment for children aged 12 to 15 on a case by case basis Bill 37's proposed changes would remove the current permitting system. Parental consent will be the only ‘‘permit’’ required. Proof of parental consent will not be filed with the Employment Standards Office and it will be incumbent on the employer to produce it in the event of a complaint Future regulations will be driven by complaints. The change in title of subsection 9 from No hiring of children under 15 without director's permission to Hiring children - removes a cautionary tone. These proposed changes will result in the reduction of three and a half, full time staff and related administrative expenses in the Ministry of Labour. All employees over the age of 12 will be governed by the same adult-oriented employment standards, standards which are also being changed to provide employers with greater ‘flexibility’. There will be no specific regulations governing the conditions of employing children. Driven by Mininstry of Labour—reduction of 3 1/2 FTE positions. All employees over the age of 12 will be governed by the same adult-oriented employment standards, standards which are also being changed to provide employers with greater ‘flexibility’. There will be no specific regulations governing the conditions of employing children. Exceptions: Applicable federal laws including Canada Shipping Act, Explosives Act and broad considerations under the Canada Labour Code. BC’s Film and TV Industry According to Ministry of Labour officials, the film industry applied for approximately 5,000 child labour permits last year and as such was the largest user of the permit system. Sources indicate this industry is not in favour of a deregulated environment as U.S production companies would come under intense pressure if Americans perceived BC to have lower child labour standards than those in California. While the proposed legislation allows for regulations to be established in the future, Ministry staff have stated there are no plans to write regulations outside of children employed in the film and television industry. Rationale The following reasons, along with government’s political objectives, have been put forward by government as motivating factors for Bill 37. The Minister of Labour has publicly stated: the current permitting process gives a "false sense of security" as it lacks enforcement. he is not aware of any permit application being the current permitting process is ‘”very bureaucratic” Employment Standards has not tracked compliance or complaints employers will comply with employment standards or risk being fined $500.00 Sources outside government have stated: child labour permit applications were regularly declined by employment officers far from being overly bureaucratic, the Employment Standards Branch is chronically under resourced - putting unreasonable pressure on existing employees government has actively decided not to track compliance with the existing permitting process anecdotal information indicates widespread exploitation of child labour currently exists in sectors including the agriculture and garment industries government lacks the political will to write and enforce protective regulations parents are often the employer fines are often viewed by large employers as a ‘cost of doing business’ A Globe and Mail article on Child Labour (August 6, 2003) quotes Judy Fudge, a labour and employment law expert, who teaches at York University: “Just because people are not following the law, doesn’t mean that’s a good reason to get rid of it. You have to ask what are the pros and cons of this - I don’t think there was this kind of discussion in British Columbia.” Government’s Objective: Deregulation at our children's expense? The provincial government has stated its political goal to reduce civil service and ‘red tape’ by 30%. Ministers receive financial bonuses for meeting these reduction targets. Deregulation Highlights   Ministers completed a count of all regulatory requirements, which provided a benchmark against which we can measure our progress. Each minister will develop a three-year plan to carry out the deregulation commitment. These plans will include more comprehensive review, reform and streamlining to reduce the number of regulatory requirements. A Red Tape Reduction Task Force was established to provide private-sector input into the priorities for reviewing existing regulations. Government will ensure new regulations meet transparent, result-based criteria. To that end, we will be eliminating two administrative requirements for every new one approved. We will not be eliminating regulations that are demonstrably necessary to protect public health and safety, the environment and consumers. In a document entitled Regulatory Criteria - Explanation and Guidelines, criteria by which Ministers must evaluate regulation is outlined: Regulatory Criteria 1. Reverse Onus: Need for Regulation is justified. The concept of 'reverse onus' when it comes to protecting children is a ridiculous and irresponsible idea. The United Nations has already established minimum standards and provided guidance for legislativ and regulatory language that define a civil society in the area of child labour law. These standards were developed after years of international consultation and fact finding. Government has not assured in this instance that deregulation will not have an effect on health and safety as stated in the Regulatory Criteria document. To the contrary, complaint driven regulatory review processes will ensure that accidents and abuse inform government of obvious hazards after the fact. International Precedents The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child clearly establishes guiding principles regarding the responsibility of government to protect children in the workplace with a emphasis placed on specifying the conditions of employment in legislation and regulation (see a) and b) below). Article 32 1. States Parties recognize the right of the child to be protected from economic exploitation and from performing any work that is likely to be hazardous or to interfere with the child's education, or to be harmful to the child's health or physical, mental, spiritual, moral or social development. 2. States Parties shall take legislative, administrative, social and educational measures to ensure the implementation of the present article. To this end, and having regard to the relevant provisions of other international instruments, States Parties shall in particular: (a) Provide for a minimum age or minimum ages for admission to employment; (b) Provide for appropriate regulation of the hours and conditions of employment; (c) Provide for appropriate penalties or other sanctions to ensure the effective enforcement of the present article. The best framework for our work is the Convention on the Rights of the Child as expressed by Canada in support of the UN General Assembly resolution of November 20, 2002, on the promotion and protection of the rights of children: " Canada firmly believes that our actions must be guided by the Convention on the Rights of the Child. The Convention remains THE instrument of reference, THE essential legislative basis for the achievement of children’s rights. The primacy of this approach needs to be strongly reflected in our words and actions to improve the lives of children." - The Honourable Landon Pearson Canada’s Advisor on Children’s Rights, website Both Canada and BC are signatories to the Convention on the Rights of the Child Comparative Child Labour Standards Across Canada Labour laws dealing with employing children vary from province to province. All, however, make a distinction between adults and children (including young people) in the work force. All provinces entrench the responsibility to set specific working conditions either in regulations or through a permitting process. Examples: Saskatchewan - children under 16 cannot be employed at a construction site in a production process at a saw mill in a forestry or logging operation in a refinery or metal processing Alberta - 12 - 14 year olds cannot be employed for more than 2 hours on a school day more than 8 hours on other days between the hours of 9 p.m.and 6 a.m. Manitoba - children under 16 cannot work in a designated trade New Brunswick - children under 16 cannot be employed more than 6 hours a day more than 3 hours on a school day between 10 p.m and 6 a.m. " Legislators in Canada have also recognized the fact that due to various factors including lack of experience and training, young workers are more at risk than others in the workplace, and for this reason have set a minimum age for working in more hazardous occupations or environments."   Labour Law Analysis - Strategic Policy and International Labour Affairs HRDC 2001 Report Areas of Concern Education inappropriate work hours contribute to student drop out rates public education funding is declining post secondary tuition is increasing; BC leads the way Statscan’s recent report,Learning, Earning and Leaving: The relationship between working while in high school and dropping out, has come to the following conclusions: The report confirmed previous research showing that there is a strong relationship between the number of hours students worked and dropping out of high school. It points to the fact that working and finishing high school can mix, if working is done in moderation..... ...44% of students who worked 30 or more hours a week reported dropping out because of "wanting to work" or "having to work/money problems." ...students who worked 30 or more hours a week were 2.4 times more likely to drop out than students with moderate work schedules (between 1 and 20 hours). Students who did not work at all were 1.5 times more likely to drop out than moderate workers Cuts to BC’s public schools are well documented almost 100 schools have been closed over the past two years boards considering cost cutting measures including shortening the school week larger class sizes more fees; options for students decreasing see: the BCTF’s A Summary of Cut-Backs in the Education sector & impacts thereof “University tuition fees have almost tripled in the past dozen years and British Columbia schools lead the pack with a 30 percent rise this fall, a move critics say is limiting access to higher education.” The Globe and Mail - August 13, 2003 Health and Safety In 2001, over 62,000 young Canadians from 15 to 24 years old were victims of industrial injuries and almost 60 young Canadians lost their lives. Each day in BC, 34 young workers are hurt on the job Every week, five of these workers are permanently injured Most common types of injuries young workers sustain on the job: 1 Musculoskeletal injuries (MSI) or more commonly known as soft tissue injuries, such as sprains and strains. 2 Being struck by an object. The 3 industries with the highest rate of injury to young workers: 1 Restaurants 2 Supermarkets 3 General Retail Why are young workers getting injured on the job? WCB commissioned research designed to explore the underlying attitudes towards young workers and workplace injury among a range of stakeholders including: youth, parents, employers, educators, industry representatives, labour associations, and community and youth groups. The research revealed consistent themes why young workers are injured. These include: Inexperience and lack of training Lack of confidence or understanding of their rights as workers Lack of preparation for the workplace Asked to do more dangerous jobs Sense of youthful invincibility Unwillingness to ask questions Distracted - thinking of other things Pace of work Economic Exploitation Poverty is a tremendous motivator. Economic gaps are increasing; more families are struggling Deregulation will leave children more vulnerable to exploitation and abuse. Child labour increases in slow economic periods A First Call Child and Youth Advocacy Coalition Paper published in 2002 indicates that poverty remains a critical issue for many British Columbians. One in six BC children lives in poverty. That’s 146,000 children more than the entire population Kelowna and Vernon combined. Contrary to popular impressions, the majority of poor children (55%) live in two parent households. Poor children typically live in families with incomes far below the poverty line. In 2000, the average depth of poverty for poor children in families headed by single parent mothers was $7,008 and the average depth of poverty for children in two parent families was $10,484. In 2002, the BC government introduced “the training wage”. This change allows employers to hire first time workers at a reduced rate of 6.00 per hour for the first 500 hours of employment. According to sources, government decided not to monitor the impacts of the training wage on young people or the economy International studies indicate: Child labour increases during depressed economic cycles. Child labourers often do the job of machines; low-skilled, repetitive tasks. Economies that employ higher numbers of child labourers export low quality goods and erode opportunities for adult employment. Economies that employ higher numbers of child labourers have higher levels of adult unemployment. Action Response to Bill 37 - proposed changes to BC’s Child Labour legislation: Urge the government to honour Canada's commitment to international standards regarding Children’s Rights - specifically the right to be protected from economic exploitation. Demand Minister Bruce and the provincial government: rescind Bill 37 - proposed changes to child labour laws establish legislation and regulations informed by The UN Convention on the Rights of the Child that ensures BC’s children are protected from economic exploitation develop a comprehensive plan to consult with children, parents, educators, advocates and business about current child labour practices in BC thoroughly assess the current permit process using credible methodology properly resource enforcement offices to ensure regulations are followed Strategies for Advocacy Inform people in your community about Bill 37's proposed changes School board trustees Parent groups Community associations Talk to parents about how Bill 37 will shift responsibility from government to parents. Communicate with the media about Bill 37 and the negative impact on safety and education. Build awareness with students about appropriate conditions of employment for young people. Write press releases letters to the editor articles for newsletters and bulletins Stay informed. Several organizations will be meeting about this issue, look for more action from the BCTF, First Call Child and Youth Advocacy Coalition and The BC Federation of Labour. Urge people to: Contact their MLA Write to the Minister of Labour, Graham Bruce Contact their MP - the federal government should be very concerned about Bill 37 and its potential to embarrass Canada on the international stage. Visit the Life Quilt Project website - a memorial to the thousands of young Canadian men and woman killed or injured on the job Follow up by copying First Call on initiatives and media coverage Resourcesfor Advocacy Media Institute for Media, Policy and Civil Society (IMPACS) IMPACS Communications Centre is a not-for-profit public relations and communications training organization. IMPACS provides a number of resource and planning tools, free to download, on their website.IMPACS also publishes a free monthly e-newsletter, with feature articles on communications tools. These tools and resources include information about how to prepare a press release, develop key messages and deal with the media. Provincial media contacts A database of print, electronic and online media outlets can be found at andwww.bcpresscouncil.org/index.html. How to contact your MLA Go to the BC Government website: www.gov.bc.ca in the box on the right, click on “find your MLA.” Other Contacts First Call Child and Youth Advocacy Coalition L408 - 4480 Oak Street, Vancouver V5N 3V4 (604) 875-3629 / 1-800-307-1212 www.firstcallbc.org BC School Trustees Association 604.734. 2721 Office of the Ombudsman 1.800.567.3247 Libby Davies 604-775-5880 davie1Wjparl.gc.ca Am Johal Opposition Caucus 250-356-5725 FAX 250-387-4680 am.johal@leg.bc.ca B.C. Federation of Labour Jessie Uppal 604-430-1421 community@bcfed.com Research Sources International Children’s Rights United Nations The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child regarding labour law. Articles 32 and 138 www.unhchr.ch/html/menu3/b/k2crc.htm International Labour Office www.ilo.org Understanding Children's Work and its Impact As part of broader efforts to develop effective and long-term solutions to child labour, the International Labour Organisation (ILO), UNICEF and the World Bank initiated the joint inter-agency research program "Understanding Children's Work and its Impact", the UCW Project, in December 2000. It is based at the Innocenti Research Centre (IRC) in Florence, Italy. www.crin.org/resources/infoDetail.asp?ID=2454&flag=report Canada Canadian Government Canada's National Plan of Action "A World Fit for Children" Senator Landon Pearson - Advisor to the Prime Minister on Children’s Rights www.sen.parl.gc.ca/lpearson Child Labour Law - Comparative analysis Canadian Government Human Resources Development Canada Labour Law Analysis - Strategic Policy and International Labour Affairs November 2001 labour.hrdc-drhc.gc.ca/pdf/pdf_e/minage(e).pdf Education Statscan Learning, Earning and Leaving: The relationship between working while in high school and dropping out May 26, 2003 at labour.hrdc-drhc.gc.ca/pdf/pdf_e/minage(e).pdf BCTF British Columbia Teachers’ Federation  A Summary of Cut-Backs in the Education sector & impacts thereof How does working part-time influence student’s achievement and impact on their overall well-being? Both papers available under ‘research reports’ at the BCTF web site Health and Safety WCB Worksafe BC Young Worker Safety Fact Sheet - Workers Compensation Board youngworker.healthandsafetycentre.org Child Poverty First Call Child and Youth Advocacy Coalition BC Campaign 2000 - 2002 Child Poverty Facts Sheets by Michael Goldberg, Research Director SPARC & Steve Kerstetter, First Call www.firstcallbc.org BC Government Minister of State for Deregulation, Ministry of Competition, Science and Enterprise Deregulation highlights and quarterly reports www.deregulation.gov.bc.ca/Default.htm Bill 37 text available at: http://www.leg.bc.ca/37th4th/3rd_read/gov37-3.htm Currently [RSBC 1996] CHAPTER 113 9 No hiring of children under 15 without director's permission (1) A person must not employ a child under age 15 without the director's permission. (2) A parent or guardian must not consent to a person employing a child under age 15 unless the person has obtained the director's permission. (3) On permitting the employment of a child under age 15, the director may set the conditions of employment for the child. (4) An employer must comply with the conditions of employment set under subsection (3). Under changes proposed in Bill 37 (first reading May 5 2003) the act will read 9 Hiring children (1) A person must not employ a child under 15 years of age unless the person has obtained the written consent of the child's parent or guardian. (2) A person must not employ a child under 12 years of age without the director's permission. (3) On permitting the employment of a child under 12 years of age, the director may set the conditions of employment for the child. (4) An employer must comply with the conditions of employment set under subsection (3). In addition: 14 Section 127 is amended (a) in subsection (2) by adding the following paragraph: (b.1) establishing conditions of employment for children under 15 years of age that the Lieutenant Governor in Council considers necessary or advisable to protect their health, safety, physical or emotional well-being, education or financial interests; , and (b) by adding the following subsection: (3) Regulations made under subsection (2) (b.1) may be specific or general in their application and may provide differently for children of different age groups or different industries or classes of industries. SECTION 13: [Employment Standards Act, repeals and replaces section 126 (4)] provides that the onus is on the employer to prove an employee's age in cases of alleged contraventions under the new section 9 (1) and (2) enacted by this Bill. SECTION 14: [Employment Standards Act, amends section 127] authorizes the Lieutenant Governor in Council to make regulations establishing conditions of employment for children under 15 years of age. About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7420,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 6, April 2006 Yours for the asking Japanese teachers online! Brad Wilson, a teacher at Kwalikum Secondary School, has developed a web site where Japanese teachers in BC can network and share resources with one another. Nihongo BC allows users to upload and download files specific to the various levels from K–12, post questions and messages in forums on different topics, and chat with other teachers online. For the first time, Japanese teachers have an avenue to network on a regular basis. In a subject area where you may be the only Japanese teacher in the school and/or district, Nihongo BC will certainly foster professional growth and dialogue. For more information on the web site visit www.nihongobc.com. Contact Schiko Renovich, renovich@shaw.ca, if you want to have your name on a list of Japanese teachers in BC.   Canadian prime ministers: Warts & All Canada is quite unlike most other countries. It kind of stumbled its way to greatness. The Warts & All series tells this story with its glorious bits and its awkward moments. From MacDonald to Chrétien, one unusual prime minister at a time. Many teachers and librarians are pleased with the series and feel it fills a certain niche for teaching Canadian history and that the people who were instrumental in shaping this country can be very interesting. The series is fully supported by curriculum-specific content, an extensively researched web site, easy-to-use teachers’ guides, and compelling course materials. The style, with illustrations, timelines, and the "beaver" comments, is particularly appealing to reluctant readers, and adults find them full of interesting facts. For more information, contact jackfruitpress.com or e-mail info@jackfruitpress.com.  Humane education for a changing world Humane education examines the connections between social justice issues such as human rights, ecological degradation, animal welfare, and consumerism. It calls upon us to make positive choices to create a more peaceful and sustainable world. Humane education’s interactive style demonstrates the far-reaching implications of our individual choices, as well as their interconnections. One of the cornerstones of humane education is promoting critical thinking skills. It encourages self-empowerment, accountability, and respect. It sets up a foundation with which the students can feel confident they can make a positive difference in this world. Humane education can easily be infused into subjects such as communications, social studies, English, science, and even mathematics. You are invited to participate in a "Sowing Seeds" workshop being presented by the International Institute for Humane Education. The workshop will take place July 15–16, 2006, at the Society Promoting Environmental Conservation (SPEC) building, 2150 Maple Street, Vancouver. The workshop is sponsored by the Vancouver Humane Society’s new Humane Education Program, The Power of One, the Society for Animal Freedom and Equality (SAFE), and Earthsave Canada. Registration is free for teachers in the Greater Vancouver area courtesy of the Vancouver Humane Society (VHS) and the Vancouver Foundation. Contact Lesley Fox at 604-266-9744. Limited enrolment.  Weight of the world challenge Weight of the World Challenge is a national campaign to counteract obesity. From March 13 to May 31, the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation and the National Film Board of Canada are inviting Canadians to join the Weight of the World Challenge. From a new interactive web site, a package that aims to generate awareness about nutrition and fitness will be offered, free of charge, to schools, community groups, libraries, and families. The package will include the NFB/ CBC film, The Weight of the World and special user guides. Local CBC radio and television programs across Canada will open the airwaves to the "Challenge" with special programming, activities, and other initiatives. Heart and Stroke Foundation and Canadian Association for Health, Physical Education, Recreation and Dance (CAHPERD) are also official partners in the project. Complimentary copies of the film can be ordered and the guides downloaded at www.cbc.ca/weightoftheworld from anywhere in Canada until May 31, 2006. For more information, contact Liz Shorten, CBC Television, 604-662-6249, shortene@cbc.ca. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/issues/resources.aspx?id=10830,Teaching to Diversity resource inventory:English as Second Language Initial Documentation and Assessment  	Untitled Page  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Issues in Education > Inclusive Education > Teaching to Diversity English as Second Language Initial Documentation and Assessment ESL Learners: A Guide for ESL Specialist B.C. Ministry of Education Ministry Policy, Guidelines, Resources and Standards re ESL Learners English as a Second Language students are those whose primary language of the home is other than English and who may therefore require additional services in order to develop their individual potential within BC's school system. Some students speak variations that differ from the English used in broader Canadian society and in school; they may require ESL support. Recommendation re Funding of Service Years   The Individual Education Plan... A Living Document A joint project of the BCTF, the NDTA, and School District 68. Vancouver District's Annual Instruction Plan templates AIP Elementray students   AIP Secondary students A   AIP Secondary students B      Primary Students ESL Primary Assessment by Mary Meyers - Mainstream Publication mcmanimation@hotmail.com, 604-727-0000 Alberta Diagnostic Reading Tool VSB Primary Assessment List of Assessments New GAP and GAPADOL cloze Woodcock Reading Mastery Comprehension Form Alberta Diagnostic Reading Bader Reading and Language Reading Inventory ISBN 0-13-755000-6 Bi-Lingual Syntax Measure Book 1 and Book 2 IPT: Idea Proficiency Test from Ballard and Tighe Jerry Johns Bilingual Syntax Updated June 2011  About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=20600&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > March 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 5, March 2010  Classified advertising Travel/Vacation FRANCE. Ultimate vacations, privately owned, beautiful furn. 1 bdrm. central Paris. Wkly/mthly. 604-738-1876, 604-298-3904, irene.roland@gmail.com, www.ultimateparis.com  WHISTLER GETAWAY Pinecrest Estates, 4 bdrm cabin, sauna, deck, BBQ, tennis, private lake, suits 2-8. 604-936-3346, glush@shaw.ca WHISTLER Condo. Sleeps 4, views, close to village, 604-943-9423, preddyplace@telus.net. HORNBY ISLAND vacation accommodations, discoverhornby.ca BLACKCOMB Luxury 2 bdrm/loft, 3 bath, sleeps 8, ski-in/ski-out, 604-940-0156. MAUI Privately owned, beautiful fully furn. 2 bdrm, 2 bath condo, across from Kamaole Beaches. Great complex, Great location. 250-598-6955. SOUTH OF FRANCE holiday rental. Fully equipped, affordable 4 bdrm, 2 bath villa in lively town at the heart of the wine region. Near lake and river swimming and historic Carcassonne. 10% discount for mentioning this ad. www.southoffrancerental.com BLACKCOMB Benchlands, luxury 1 bdrm. Ski in/out condo. Pool, hot tubs, all amenities. 3 night min. www.at-blackcomb.com, 604-929-6589. PUERTO VALLARTA. Modest 1 bdrm., 2 blks from beach, downtown, $495/wk. Monthly rates. 604-608-4268, dbemc@hotmail.com QUADRA ISLAND private cabin for two, panoramic ocean, mountain view, soaker tub, the perfect getaway. www.lunavista.ca DISCOVER RURAL FRANCE & ITALY ON TWO WHEELS Explore the Loire, Burgundy, Tuscany or the Dordogne, cycle through fields of sunflowers, past magnificent chateaux, into picturesque hilltop villages. Your accommodation is farmhouse style with regional cuisine and local wines. Guided by the unbound enthusiasm of a retired Francophile teacher or venture forth independently on a tour designed expressly for you. For more information: www.destinationsbydesign.ca, 1-888-703-0163, info@destinationsbydesign.ca, BC Reg 39159 MAZATLAN MEXICO 2 bdrm. 2 bath condo. sleeps 4, pool, tennis, 3 blks to beach. Teacher owned. Reasonable rates. Tel: 604-733-6184, cell 604-418-7967. SOUTHERN FRANCE is waiting for you. Wonderful 17th century restored farmhouse. 3 bdrms. 2 baths, fully equipped. Tranquille setting located in historic wine area. Contact: Anne Louise McFarland 250-665-6733. almcfarland@shaw.ca  GATINEAU HILLS Four season chalet in the heart of the Gatineau Hills, close to skiing, golf, lakes, and rivers. Fully furnished. Phone 819-457-1160 or view at www.chaletdescollines.ca GABRIOLA ISLAND BC 2 bdrm. cottage, private, fully equipped, starting $900/mo. or $475/wk. no taxes, 250-247-9883, www.gabriolacottage.netfirms.com, boysen@shaw.ca BRITISH GOLF OPEN in St. Andrews. Flat sleeps 4, walking distance to Open and all amenities. Fully equipped, teacher owned. Ray Boucher, 604-987-2311, raymcb@hotmail.com VICTORIA Oceanfront suite; judyak.shawwebspace.ca, 250-380-6682, judyak@shaw.ca BOWEN ISLAND private waterfront cottage, easily accessed for weekend getaways. www.oceanridge.ca FRANCE FRANCE 2010 holiday rental. Well renovated stone houses in ancient vineyard village, SW France. Great walking, cycling, food, wine, Cathar castles. C$742/C$1020/wk. per family, U18. E-mail mjcapper@hotmail.com, visit www.ourhouseinfrance.com.au DEEP BAY waterfront 2 bdrm. cottage, Deep Bay, Vancouver Island, overlooking Denman, Hornby Islands. Relaxing, private. Sleeps 4-6 people, N/S, N/P. Available June to September. 604-939-0121 or joyce.buckham@shaw.ca HAWAII Maui, Great Kihei location, 1 bdrm. across the street from nice beach with ocean view. For more information 209-599-5248 or www.maui342.com CHRISTINA LAKE. Cabin for rent, 3 bdrm., 1 and 1/2 bath, road access, 100 ft. of private beach with dock. July 18–25 - $1500; Aug. 22–29 - $1250; Sept 12–Oct 10 - $2000. Phone 250-368-3599, adeluca@sd20.bc.ca GABRIOLA ISLAND waterfront home on tranquil Pilot Bay. 3 bdrm, fully furnished. Very reasonable off-season weekend or weekly rates. March Break special - $500 for the week. Have an easy getaway with friends or family. Phone Kathy at 250-743-2829. OKANAGAN cottage for rent. Sleeps 6. Private beach and dock on the sunny side of Okanagan Lake. 40 min from Kelowna. To view go to www.carrsareus.com. $1200/wk. QUALICUM BEACH, BC. Vancouver Island. Brand new, beautifully decorated 1 bdrm. Cottage located on Little Qualicum River. Sleeps 4. cottageabovethefalls@live.ca SPRING BREAK. Palm Desert Marriott townhouse. April 3–10, 2010. Beautiful luxury accommodation on world-class golf course, 18 tennis crts, fabulous 40,000 sq.ft. health spa, 7 pools, full access to Marriott Desert Springs Hotel amenities. www.desertspringsresort.com. Guest suite is owner rental. Huge discount. Sleeps 4 max., 604-338-9823 (cell). OKANAGAN/PENTICTON ORCHARD HOUSE 3 bdrm., split level home on acre of orchard overlooking Penticton. Quiet and private. Rent from Sun. to Sun. (3 night min.) Contact 604-988-7485, crawfordart@telus.net, web link available. RENT/EXCHANGE VANCOUVER Clean, bright, quiet, centrally located condos at Robson & Bute. 1 bdrm. $95. Daily/wkly/ mthly rates. 604-608-4268, dbemc@hotmail.com VICTORIA. Short term, 1 bdrm. fully furn. suite, near UVic and downtown. www.VictoriaHolidaySuite.blogspot.com VANCOUVER wanted to rent, furnished apartment downtown. July & Aug. or exchange for house rural Okanagan. 250-547-6788, mjanzen10@hotmail.com VANCOUVER Killarney area: 1 bdrm, ground level, spacious, bright basement suite, laminate, tile flooring, large kitchen, living and dining rooms, alarm, price includes cable, heat, electricity, 1day/week laundry. N/P, N/S. Clean, responsible female tenant only. $900/mo. References required. Available Feb. 1. 604-464-1046 call afternoon or 604-591-8908. HOUSE SHARE with female teacher, dog and cat in S.Langley. Exec style home on horse farm. Lge furnished main floor bdrm, huge closet. $650 incl. utilities, N/S, horse board also avail. 604-534-9449. MISSION Free accommodation, 3 bdrm. house (60 min. from Vancouver) from late June to mid-July. Must love animals and care for two adult dogs. Contact Lisa Bresett at lbresett@hotmail.com or 604-814-2272. CULTUS LAKE Olympic/winter weekend getaway! Why not rent a brand new upscale fully loaded 2 bdrm cabin? Stunning resort-like amenities building with 2 pools, 2 hot tubs, theatre, games and fitness room. Pristine mountain view. Booking for summer. Call 604-882-9612 for excellent rates and photos. MISCELLANEOUS SCHOOL TATTOOS 1,000 tattoos with your school’s logo $149. Visit www.schooltattoos.ca or e-mail info@schooltattoos.ca or call613-567-2636. LEARN TO PLAY the Hawaiian steel guitar. http://members.shaw.ca/steelguitar TEACHERS’ TUTORING SERVICE needs high school tutors for Math and Science. BCCT teachers, Metro Vancouver, flexible hours, good rates. 604-730-3410, teacher@tutor.bc.ca, www.tutor.bc.ca PRO-D PRESENTATIONS that revitalize your teaching skills in creative writing. Visit www.beaconlit.com/Teacherworkshops.htm, then call 604-469-1319 or e-mail info@beaconlit.com to book Julie Ferguson for your classroom or next conference/school event. VARIETY–THE CHILDREN’S CHARITY Working with children is your passion. Leaving a legacy to Variety in your Will for BC’s special kids is your gift of a lifetime. There are estate planning benefits too. Contact Peter Chipman or Paul Spelliscy for information. Toll free 1-800-381-2040 or 604-320-0505 or e-mail peter.chipman@variety.bc.ca RETIRING SOON? Join the BC Retired Teachers’ Association with 42 branches around the province. Services to members: Preservation of school heritage, guarding members’ interests, promoting members’ welfare. For more information, go to www.bcrta.ca or call 604-871-2260, 1-877-683-2243. RETIRING EARLY? Confused by your lump-sum pension payout option? Let me guide you to a wise and secure decision. Learn more about the issue and my unbiased approach at www.creatingthegoodlife.com CONDO FOR SALE. Fully furnished studio with loft in family-oriented Hemlock Valley Ski Resort, 2 hrs from Vancouver, top floor, beautiful view, sleeps 4, wood-burning stove, jacuzzi and outdoor heated pool on premises, underground parking. $132,000. Call 604-818-1376. SUMMER EMPLOYMENT. Deer Lake Boat Rentals (Burnaby) is seeking part and full-time managers to rent canoes, kayaks, pedalboats, and rowboats. Employment is seasonal and perfect for teachers. You must enjoy the outdoors and possess excellent interpersonal skills. Some weekend and evening shifts required. NLS and paddling certification and/or previous business experience desired but not mandatory. For information, e-mail damien@deerlakeboatrentals.com  FOR SALE. Cozy cabin on 300’ private lake waterfront, 9 acre lot, 15 km north of Qualicum Beach. $799,000. glennadrummond@shaw.ca TUTORING AGENCY needs BC certified teachers for in-home tutoring. Lower Mainland 604-439-1790 (info@schooliseasy.com), Victoria, Sooke, Saanich 250-483-5496 (victoria@schooliseasy.com), Comox Valley, Campbell River 1-877-787-5854 (tutor@schooliseasy.com) Visit our website at www.schooliseasy.com )
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/BargainingAndContracts.aspx?id=34267&printPage=true,BCTF > Teacher voices  	Bargaining and contracts  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Bargaining and Collective Agreements > Teacher Voices Mr. Marchbank, Mr. Cameron, and Mr. Roberts,  I am a secondary teacher trained in Special Education who has been working in all high schools around Vancouver for two years. While there are many dedicated, very professional teachers and support staff for our students, those with various levels of disabilities (and especially students with more profound mental health challenges) experience increasing levels of extreme stress, anxiety, and some suicidal ideation for which there are not enough, or NO supports. This could be in violation of the Convention on the Rights of the Child (UN Treaty), and in any case, is not up to the standard we can and should provide for all youth.  In speaking with some BC social workers recently, I learned that their challenges with supporting and helping these same youths have deteriorated drastically over the last 10 years... to the same breaking point.  We believe that this government, and this province CAN and MUST meet their needs by providing strong, sustained supports through their adolescent years so that they can be successful in academics and life.  BSPSEA has the means and the ability to help ALL these students by better providing for school supports; it is essential that you be accountable for these fundamentally necessary responsibilities.  Find ways to fully fund the required mechanisms, staffing and supports --- these would sustain our youth, rather than accelerate this current systemic decline.  I look forward to your productive, progressive, quick work towards a just and reasonable resolution to this very important learning and life issue for our youth.   Regards, Kari Hewett, teacher Vancouver  )
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media last tweet "" @ - 12:00am Follow @ last post "" facebook/ - Jan 1st Like Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/07/summer-reading.html?showComment0751341624787869,Staffroom Confidential: Summer reading Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Friday, July 6, 2012 Summer reading One of my regular readers asked me to post ideas for summer reading. Here is some of what I've been reading this past year: 1. The Death and Life of the Great American School System: How Testing and Choice are Undermining Education, by Diane Ravitch This is a must read for Canadians, because school "choice" is the single biggest threat to our public education system. It comes in by stealth...choice seems positive and for many parents offers opportunities for their children they believe are valuable. But for society as a whole, "choice" can undermine one of the most fundamental principles of a public system - equal opportunity for all children. The sad reality is that "choices" cannot be exercises equally by all families and they end up creating similar inequities that we see between public and private schools. Diane Ravitch speaks with a great deal of authority, having been herself involved in the federal education bureaucracy and a one time supporter of No Child Left Behind. But her professional judgement brought her to a change of mind and she is now one of the most vocal opponents of US education "reform". This is also an easy and pleasurable read, full of anecdotes and history. 2. Hold on to your kids, by Gerald Neufeld and Gabor Mate This book taught me more about child development, attachment parenting, and classroom management than anything I ever read during my education degree. Of interest to both parents and teachers, the book reviews the role of attachment in the development and maturation of children and provides fascinating explanations for challenging behaviours of school age children including defiance, peer orientation, early sexualization, and just plain old teen "attitude". For teachers and those interested in educational policy there is a clear message - we need the time and the personal relationships with children to have meaningful impact on their lives and to keep them engaged and oriented towards adults, rather than peers. Engagement is not "frills" or "edutainment", but rather the consequence of respect and attachment earned through relationship building. And there is only one way to build this relationship - time together. Never has a book indirectly made me feel more committed to the phrase "class size matters". 3. Education and Capitalism: Struggles for Learning and Liberation, by Jeff Bale and Sarah Knopp This is the real 21st century learning. Thought provoking essays on the pitfalls of "reform" and what's actually wrong with American schools written by teacher activists in the trenches. A wide variety of issues are discussed: Is the reason for schooling really about economic advantage? The history of teachers unions. Education in corporate America. Education and social change. Social justice teaching. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 2:32 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 7 comments: Skinny DipperJuly 6, 2012 at 3:40 PM A few years ago, I do remember reading on the BBC website the school satisfaction rates between parents in England and Scotland. In England where there is "choice" in education, the parental rate of satisfaction was lower than in Scotland where children usually attend their assigned local school. I am not too sure why there were these differences in rates (especially inverse differences). I will guess that the parents in Scotland make take ownership in their local schools whereas the parents in England can jump ship to another school if they are not satisfied with the original school.ReplyDelete Skinny DipperJuly 6, 2012 at 3:47 PM http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/uk_news/education/6413811.stmReplyDelete TobeyJuly 6, 2012 at 6:29 PM Excellent suggestions all! Here are a few more to add to the list: • Ball => Global education Inc.: New policy networks and the neoliberal imaginary: Do private and philanthropic solutions to the problems of education signal the end of state education in its ‘welfare’ form? Education policy is being reformed and re-worked on a global scale. Policies are flowing and converging to produce a singular vision of ‘best practice’ based on the methods and tenets of the ‘neo-liberal imaginary’. Philanthropy, business and the governments are coming together in new networks and sites of policy outside of the framework of the nation state. This book is a first step in recording, mapping and making sense of the most important aspects of these new relations and dynamics of policy. Using the approach of ‘policy sociology’ and the methods of social network analysis, Global Education Inc. explores the policy activities of edu-businesses, neo-liberal advocacy networks and policy entrepreneurs, and of social enterprises and ‘new’ philanthropy. It also addresses the ways in which education and education policy itself are now being exported and bought and sold as profitable commodities and how entrenched problems of educational development and educational quality and access are now being addressed through ‘market solutions’. That is, by the involvement of private providers in the delivery of educational services, both independently and on behalf of the state. Universities, schools and education services are being acquired as assets by private equity companies. Private storefront schools are being set-up by local entrepreneurs and through franchising arrangements, funded through microloans. School chains funded by philanthropy and run by multi-national edu-businesses are being harnessed to the attempts of developing societies in an attempt to achieve their Millennium Development Goals and provide mass access to basic education. Curriculum materials and pedagogy software and policy ideas such as inspections, leadership, school choice and accountability are being retailed by western ‘knowledge companies’ and consultants across the globe. This book argues that these new forms of policy and policy-making require new concepts and methods of policy analysis, with chapters including: Networks, Neo-liberalism and Policy Mobilities 'New' Philanthropy, Social Capitalism and Education Policy Policy as Profit: Selling and Exporting Policy Money, Meaning and Policy Connections Global Education Inc. is a crucial book that will be of great interest to students of social and education policy and social and education policy analysts and researchers.ReplyDelete Replies TobeyJuly 6, 2012 at 6:31 PM • Giroux => Disposable Youth: Racialized Memories, and the Culture of Cruelty: Facing a crisis unlike that of any other generation, young people are caught between the discourses of consumerism and a powerful crime-control-complex, and are viewed increasingly as commodities or are subjected to the dictates of an ever expanding criminal justice system. Drawing upon critical analyses, biography, and social theory, Disposable Youth explores the current conditions of young people now face within an emerging culture of privatization, insecurity, and commodification and raises some important questions regarding the role that educators, young people, and concerned citizens might play in challenging the plight of young people, while deepening and extending the promise of a better future and a viable democracy. • Giroux => Twilight of the Social: Resurgent Publics in the Age of Disposability: During a time of social upheaval abroad and labor protests in America, we should ask: why do citizens, especially young people, so seldom act to leverage their power, assemble for protests, and build organizations to reclaim the possibilities offered by a future in which democracy matters? Looking at a broad range of topics ”from youth and the promise of new media technologies, to declining funding of schools, the economic Darwinism of globalization, and the need for a formative democratic political culture--Henry Giroux's new book is a compelling account of the erosion in recent decades of the very idea of "the social" in America and in other societies. Recent generations have endorsed neoliberal policies, leaving today's young people not only without a voice, but also saddled with a set of economic, political, and social conditions that have rendered them devalued, marginalized, and ultimately disposable. Evidence of the ongoing disinvestment in youth across the globe is all too visible and has come to the forefront today of student protests in a number of countries. Giroux looks to new ways in which citizens must seek social spaces in which the conditions exist for them to narrate themselves as individual and social agents of change. • Morrow & Torres => Social theory and education: A critique of social and cultural reproduction This book summarizes the body of knowledge about sociology of education and cultural studies as it informs educational research and critical pedagogy. It synthesizes the most relevant work in social and cultural reproduction published in the last three decades in English, French, German, Spanish, and Portuguese. The authors document and critique the theoretical discussion in developments in both advanced societies and peripheral ones, and link macro-sociological issues with social psychological ones. The book introduces theories of the state to underscore a political sociology of education, and highlights an agenda for theory building, research, and practice in sociology of education.Delete TobeyJuly 6, 2012 at 6:32 PM • Peters & Freeman-Moir => Edutopias: New utopian thinking in education Education has always been part of the search for the ideal society and, therefore, an important part of the utopian tradition in Western culture, politics and literature. Education has often served to define the ideal society or to provide the principal means of creating it. This unique collection of essays by well known scholars from around the world examines the role of edutopias in the utopian tradition, examining its sources and sites as a means for understanding the aims and purposes of education, for realizing its societal value, and for criticizing its present economic, technological and organizational modes. These essays will stimulate new thinking in ways that impinge on both theoretical and practical questions, as well as offering the reader a series of reminders of the ethical and political dimensions of education and its place in helping to build good and just societies. The collection is aimed at an audience of teachers and graduate students, although it will also be of interest to administrators, policy-makers and the general public interested in utopian thinking and its relation to education. For a preview through chapter 2, see => http://www.sensepublishers.com/catalog/files/90-77874-14-3.pdf • Rizvi & Lingard => Globalizing education policy: In what ways have the processes of globalization reshaped the educational policy terrain? How might we analyse education policies located within this new terrain, which is at once local, national, regional and global? In Globalizing Education Policy, the authors explore the key global drivers of policy change in education, and suggest that these do not operate in the same way in all nation-states. They examine the transformative effects of globalization on the discursive terrain within which educational policies are developed and enacted, arguing that this terrain is increasingly informed by a range of neo-liberal precepts which have fundamentally changed the ways in which we think about educational governance. They also suggest that whilst in some countries these precepts are resisted, to some extent, they have nonetheless become hegemonic, and provide an overview of some critical issues in educational policy to which this hegemonic view of globalization has given rise, including: devolution and decentralization new forms of governance the balance between public and private funding of education access and equity and the education of girls curriculum particularly with respect to the teaching of English language and technology pedagogies and high stakes testing and the global trade in education. These issues are explored within the context of major shifts in global processes and ideological discourses currently being experienced, and negotiated by all countries. The book also provides an approach to education policy analysis in an age of globalization and will be of interest to those studying globalization and education policy across the social sciences.Delete TobeyJuly 6, 2012 at 6:33 PM • Saltman & Gabbard => Education as enforcement: The militarization and corporatization of public schools The first volume to focus on the intersections of militarization, corporations, and education, Education as Enforcement exposed the many ways schooling has become the means through which the expansion of global corporate power are enforced. Since publication of the first edition, these trends have increased to disturbing levels as a result of the extensive militarization of civil society, the implosion of the neoconservative movement, and the financial meltdown that radically called into question the basic assumptions undergirding neoliberal ideology. An understanding of the enforcement of these corporate economic imperatives remains imperative to a critical discussion of related militarized trends in schools, whether through accountability and standards, school security, or other discipline based reforms. Education as Enforcement elaborates upon the central arguments of the first edition and updates readers on how recent events have reinforced their continued original relevance. In addition to substantive updates to several original chapters, this second edition includes a new foreword by Henry Giroux, a new introduction, and four new chapters that reveal the most contemporary expressions of the militarization and corporatization of education. New topics covered in this collection include zero-tolerance, foreign and second language instruction in the post-9/11 context, the rise of single-sex classrooms, and the intersection of the militarization and corporatization of schools under the Obama administration. For review, see => http://postcolonial.net/backfile/view?id=198Delete Reply DaisygirlAugust 14, 2012 at 7:18 PM Hi, just wanted to point out that #2 "Hold onto Your Kids" is written by Gordon Neufeld and Gabor Mate.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ▼  July (1) Summer reading ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=26860,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > April 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 6, April 2012   Dear Christy By Rand Webber   I feel that I can call you Christy, because of the folksy, down-home appeal you exude on TV and radio. You’re like our very own Sarah Palin, dropping your g’s and just being one of the great unwashed; just goin’ out there and gettin’ it done! Of course I’ve also heard you talk like a real adult, mostly when you’re annoyed or talking with your fellow politicos, or both. Whichever version of the premier you are, I just want to thank you so much, because as a teacher, I’m delighted every time I see one of your BC Education Plan commercials on TV; and no, as I taxpayer, I don’t mind paying for them in the least. I get particularly excited about the ones that assure me that professional development days will now really be for professional development. Halleluiah say I! Finally. My colleagues and I have been wasting so much time in this regard. Recently we have been using ProDs to support our main school goal, which is writing. We helped one teacher develop a writing continuum, which ensured that we were all on the same page as a staff, and it also helped us bring parents on board with the writing process. We used ProDs to attend workshops with experts in this and many other fields, and we brought in presenters ourselves, to help us in areas such as adapting technology for learning disabled students. We also used the days to collaborate and share our own expertise with each other. Lately a lot of this collaboration has been about ways to incorporate the new smart boards and scanners you bought us into our 21st century teaching. Oh wait, you didn’t buy those for the school, the parents did! My bad. So unfulfilled am I with this huge void in my professional development, I frequently enrol in courses during the summer and after school. They include computer technology and French, and I pay for them myself, or use the vouchers I earn for mentoring student teachers. Some of us at school even gather together in pedagogical book clubs, and we meet to share ideas at lunch or after 3:01 p.m. I’m in two clubs right now. I just feel so dirty. You can see why I’m so delighted to have you take over our ProD. I know this is an especially hot-button topic for you, after all the notoriety that one secondary school garnered last year with their team-building day, and all that wasteful foosball playing. I have to admit that our school engaged in a similar team-building morning several years ago, but it was just in the neighbourhood park and there was no foosball. We also didn’t find it that useful, and probably wouldn’t do it again. But obviously you can’t take that chance. If there’s one thing government hates, it’s waste! (Quick question: how much is the HST payback to your buddy Stephen Harper going to cost taxpayers?) So rein us in like naughty children Christy, and bring on your professional development! You and your government have such a wealth of knowledge to draw from and impart to us. Here is just a sample of the subjects you could provide: Ethics. I know that my own MLA, Kash Heed, has had a lot of time on his hands since he had to step down as solicitor general for election “irregularities.” He could teach us about the history of robo-calling! If not, I also know that Harry Bloy is very recently available, and could help us find that delicate distinction between “not illegal, but wrong.” The Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms. You could come yourself, Christy, and explain how it doesn’t apply to teachers, and how we are not entitled to a truly independent mediated process with our contract “negotiations.” The Free Enterprise System. I know this one is really dear to you Christy, as you try and consolidate the far-right vote in this province (just remind them that the only thing liberal about you is your party name), and I personally don’t mind being used as your whipping boy to get you re-elected. After all, that’s your number one job. You could help me find ways to explain to my students that this just isn’t a good economic time for them to be expecting more financial investment in public schools. This is a tough one, because back in 2002, during a financial boom in the province, you still found it necessary to impose Bills 27/28, which effectively raised the number of students in classrooms and lowered the amount of support for ESL students and students with special needs. Help me find ways to tell them that there is never a good time to properly invest in public education. Maybe we could tell them that if their parents really cared about them, they would enrol them in a private school, like you did. The bonus there is that they’ll score better in the all-important FSA tests, because there will be no pesky ESL students and students with special needs to pull their scores down. (I asked my principal last year if we could limit access at our school to only the “best and the brightest,” to get our scores up, but she said no, we had to take everyone. So unfair.) But I digress. Basically I need you to come to my school and remind me that there needs to be lots of money available to promote corporate investment in BC, and that public education needs to stop getting in the way of this. I saw you on the news a few months ago saying that our classrooms were stuck in the 1950s, which surprised me a bit. Now I see that you are way ahead of that, firmly entrenched in the Reagan-era trickle-down economics of the 1980s. Remind me again how that worked out. Spin. This could be really beneficial, because you and George Abbott could come in and conduct a real spin class for teachers, you know, with the stationary bikes, to promote health (think of the photo-op Christy), at the same time you explain to us how to decipher the political spin you’re using to promote the benefits of Bill 22. My personal favourite is the $165 million investment you’re currently touting. It sounds so awesome, and as long as you don’t talk about how many years that’s spread over, or how little money it really means for individual districts, schools, classrooms, or students, you score major points. Better still if you never let it be known how many hundreds of millions you’ve already saved off the backs of BC students by decreasing support since 2002. Keep on spinnin’ Christy! Now that I don’t have to bother thinking about my own professional development, I will certainly be able to have more students in my class! I understand that George himself has said that it’s just as easy to have 60 students in the class. And with your generous offer to give me bonus pay for every extra child over 30, I could pay off my mortgage a lot faster. Even though my spoilsport union says that it’s unethical to make a financial gain for offering an inferior learning environment. Hopefully they’ll change their minds after they attend your Ethics ProD! Do you know what would really help me to teach a huge class, Christy? Someone like your new media handler, Sara MacIntyre, another gift from your buddy Harper, along with the HST (have I mentioned the HST already?). She could stand by my desk and screen students, to keep them from asking me annoying questions; maybe she could reserve access for only the best and the brightest? The only problem is, who would I bill for her services? Who are you billing Christy? There’s so much I can learn from you Christy. I can’t wait to get back to my classroom on Monday, to start that cooling-off period that Bill 22 so thoughtfully supplies to us naughty teachers, along with our fake-mediated process. Not that I need to cool off. We’ve got a ProD coming up soon, and our school needs to set goals for next year. I can’t wait to find out what you’ve got in store for us Christy! You and me are just gonna’ git ‘er done!  Yours truly, Rand Webber, Vancouver teacher   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11934&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2000 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 13, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 2000 World Teachers' Day BCTF celebrates World Teachers’ Day with African music and friendship On October 5, 2000, the seventh annual World Teachers’ Day, the halls of the BCTF building resounded with the lively rhythms of Zimbabwean marimbas played by Eric Hartman and his Grade 6 and 7 students from Shaughnessy Elementary School. Their songs contributed enormously to the World Teachers’ Day event, which took on an African theme this year. Federation President David Chudnovsky called from Johannesburg, where he and Executive Director Ken Novakowski were representing the BCTF at the 10th anniversary celebrations of the South African Democratic Teachers’ Union. SADTU President Willie Madisha offered greetings from a huge celebration that brought together teachers from throughout Southern Africa, and Northern Europe as well as Canada. The BCTF has a special place in the hearts of South African teachers, Madisha said, because of the history of support and friendship between the two unions. BCTF Second Vice-President Jinny Sims told those gathered for World Teachers’ Day that there are about 55 million teachers worldwide, serving about one billion students. “Here in Canada, where we have one of the world’s finest public school systems, it’s easy to forget that the vast majority of teachers have to struggle to give their students the most basic education,” she said. “Around the world, 125 million children have never attended school at all. Most of them are girls. Another 150 million young children start primary school, but leave before they can read or write.” She explained that’s why Canadian teachers have joined Education International and Oxfam Canada’s campaign, “Education Now.” Through the campaign, teachers are calling for a global action plan to make quality universal primary education a reality by 2015. They are also urging the International Monetary Fund to relieve debt in developing countries so they can devote more to public education and other social programs. Even though everyone recognizes the importance of education to a society’s health and well-being, the sad truth is that most of the world’s teachers live at or below the poverty line, Sims said. For example, almost half a million teachers in Nigeria went on strike in October to back their demand for a raise in average teachers’ salaries from $130 to $155 per month. In many countries, teachers who dare to assert their rights are often at risk of harassment or even violence. Don and Lois Warthe, BCTF members working as volunteers with street kids in Bolivia, wrote to the Federation: “As World Teachers’ Day approaches, consider those teachers in Bolivia who have been on strike for over 15 days. The government has fired them, tear-gassed some of them, arrested some of them, and threatened to terminate the school year early. At least 10 people have died, 100s arrested, and many more injured. The military is responding with tear gas and live ammunition fired into the crowds.” In Bolivia and other repressive regimes, the authorities are threatened by the spread of literacy and democratic ideals. Hence teachers are often among their prime targets. In the spring, BCTF leaders and members wrote to the Mexican government on behalf of Hugo Aboites, a distinguished professor and education researcher who was subjected to a protracted campaign of threats and harassment by the judicial police. He wrote back saying, “Your letters are a contribution to the basic individual and academic rights of one person, and to the defense of public education in our country. Thank you.” Sims said, “It is through our relationships with teachers like Hugo Aboites that we come to truly witness the nobility of our calling, and to understand how terribly lucky we are to practise our profession here in the freedom and prosperity of Canada.” B.C. teachers try to share our resources and skills with colleagues overseas. At present, we are working with teachers’ organizations in 17 countries of Latin America and Africa. Since 1981, the BCTF has committed 1.8% of dues revenue to the W.R. Long International Solidarity Fund. This adds up to about $400,000 annually that goes toward this important work with colleagues abroad.   Don Reader wins 2000 BCTF International Solidarity Award The 1999 appointment calendar of the Namibia National Teachers’ Union contains a photo of Don Reader with a caption identifying him as “Mr. Namibia.” How is it that a retired Vancouver teacher could be honoured in a publication of NANTU, a union halfway around the world? It’s because partnership, not charity, is the central philosophy of the BCTF’s International Solidarity Program, and Reader exemplifies that spirit of collegiality and solidarity. “The affection expressed in christening him ‘Mr. Namibia’ is probably the best reward that Don could get in recognition of his work,” said BCTF First Vice-President Neil Worboys. “But the International Solidarity Award is a way of saying that Don’s colleagues here at home also recognize and honour his contribution to the solidarity of teachers around the globe.” As a former colony of South Africa, Namibia also had to struggle to free itself from apartheid. That has meant struggling to rebuild its education system upon non-racial lines and recreating all aspects of the curriculum to reflect equity and social justice. Reader first worked in Namibia in the summers of 1994–96, while he was still teaching. He worked in so many regions of the country that by the end of his three months, about one in ten Namibian teachers had taken part in his workshops! He also hosted and developed programs for NANTU officers who came to B.C. in 1998 and 1999 to take part in BCTF and Justice Institute training programs. After he retired, Reader spent three months in Namibia working with NANTU, and during those months he found a special place in the hearts of Namibian teachers, especially a junior high school science teacher and NANTU activist named David Hamutenya. Hamutenya was delighted to be able to be in Vancouver for the award presentation to honour Reader, who his children have come to call “Uncle MacDonald.” He spoke of the tremendous regard that Namibian teachers have for Reader, and for the BCTF. Reader thanked the BCTF for the honour, and for the opportunity to make Namibia his second home. “It has been a most rewarding way to end my teaching career,” he said. He spoke of the great wealth and poverty of Namibia, the beauty of its contrasting landscapes of desert and lush river valleys, and he expressed his deep affection for Namibians, “a beautiful, bright, articulate people.” As for the teachers of Namibia, he said: “Their commitment is the same, but their struggle is far greater than ours.” — Nancy Knickerbocker   Public education John Ralston Saul, well-known internationally for his growing impact on political and economic thought, spoke at a convocation at Simon Fraser University on October 5, 2000. The following is an excerpt. Rigour is perhaps not the first word you would expect to hear from me. But think of rigour as a sense of self—of yourselves—of your worth as individuals, responsible individuals, as citizens, as members of a society. You have the good fortune to live in a rich and exciting province, to have gone to a good public university in a country where the words public education have been interchangeable with the word democracy for 150 years. Let me be more precise: a country where the words universal, properly funded, public education is just another way of saying democracy. Unlike our mythological mother country and our closest neighbour to the south, we turned our backs on the class divisions implicit in a less than universal public education system. And we did so as an integral part of becoming a democratic nation. I say this today because I feel that your generation somehow is being blamed for wanting public education, for exercising your birthright; blamed for not treating it as a utilitarian training, the purpose of which is to produce employees. Robert Baldwin, with Louis LaFontaine (the fathers of our democracy), defended the first important public education act in 1843, 157 years ago: “Surely those who are so fortunate as to belong to the favoured class, could not be so narrow-minded and so blind to their own interests, as to object to being taxed to reflect this great and important project.” Joseph Howe, the great Nova Scotia democrat, in 1848: “If you were my brother I would not permit your interests to weigh a feather against a trust so sacred as I believe our public school system to be.” Amor de Cosmos, who with John Robson led the struggle for democracy in British Columbia, spoke always of that “great principle” public education. And who was against it? Remember this whenever you hear arguments against the public system. Those who opposed public education were those who opposed democracy. They were known as the family—company —compact. What was the rigourously defined and declared purpose of the great public education act of British Columbia in 1872? “To give every child in the province such knowledge as will fit him to become a useful and intelligent citizen in after years.” Note the operative word, citizen. Even in that small, poor society, utility was seen as an element subsidiary to citizenship. Your utility must serve your citizenship. Not the other way around. Education in Canada has always been predicated first and foremost on your role as responsible individuals. Not on your role as employees—useful or not. Much of the dubious questioning of the necessary universality of education is dependent upon forgetting our past, our foundations. What we do know about ourselves and our civilization is that public education has made us a successful society. What’s more, we have been willing to pay for it as citizens, as taxpayers. This is quite different from saddling young citizens with debt levels upon graduation, levels which have tripled in a decade. There is a cloudy, punitive argument that says students must bear this burden almost as a penalty for wishing to be educated. Curiously enough, those who argue this will often be those who also argue for greater deregulation and competition. They say they want a risk-taking population in an open market. And yet they also want graduates to begin their adult lives as a modern version of indentured labourers. High debt levels merely slow down our graduates; slow down risk taking, slow down the marketplace. This is a system designed to turn active, imaginative graduates into passive employees. Let’s be clear about the effect of unsustainable costs and the resulting debts on individual students. Wherever tuition goes down, enrolment goes up. And where does the increase in students come from? From those with less money. The challenge of democracy—that which makes it a difficult system to live with, but the best system nevertheless—is that it requires us to look beyond ourselves and our own needs, to the needs of the greater good. If we are rigorous and determined, the public good will be served. And we, as part of it, will benefit. Source: Simon Fraser University News, October 19, 2000.   SADTU now a strong, well-organized union by Ken Novakowski Picture this: A large meeting of teachers at Durban City Hall, in South Africa. And during the meeting, while the president was speaking, teachers stand up and start singing, clapping, and dancing. That is one of my fondest memories of my recent trip to South Africa. David Chudnovsky and I travelled to South Africa to participate in the 10th anniversary celebrations of the South African Democratic Teachers’ Union (SADTU). We were there because, of all the teacher unions we have worked with through the BCTF International Solidarity program, SADTU has become one of our closest friends. We were there to acknowledge the significant success SADTU has realized, growing from a fledgling multiracial teacher union 10 years ago into one of South Africa’s strongest and well-organized unions. And we were there to recognize the influential role that SADTU is beginning to play in Education International and the leadership role it has assumed among teacher unions in Africa. We were honoured to be invited and to have our work with SADTU so recognized. The event in Durban, on October 2, was one of many that David and I took part in, along with a host of international guests representing teacher unions from the United States, Japan, the Nordic countries of Europe, and from other parts of Africa. The occasion in Durban was the Kwa-Zulu Natal Provincial celebration of SADTU’s 10th anniversary. David represented all international guests when he addressed the Durban teacher meeting on the importance of teacher solidarity. During my visit, I learned how similar are the issues that we face as teachers in different parts of the world. There are differences, to be sure, but each year, in virtually every country, teacher organizations tackle issues like education funding, testing and assessment, teacher certification, and collective bargaining. The BCTF played a key role in helping SADTU organize itself when democracy was not yet a reality in South Africa. As part of our international solidarity work in southern Africa, we sent cadres of B.C. teachers to work with SADTU on basic union training programs. David was a trainer who made several trips to South Africa over the past six years. Wherever we travelled in South Africa, David was well known to a lot of SADTU members, who appreciated the role he had played on behalf of the BCTF in helping them get their union organized. And while SADTU learned a lot from the BCTF in its early years of existence, it is clear now that we B.C. teachers could learn a lot from SADTU. I gained a heightened awareness of the importance struggle plays in enhancing one’s understanding of the process of social change. To commemorate World Teachers’ Day, on October 5, we attended a large rally of teachers in Witbank, in Mpumalanga province. David and SADTU President Willy Madisha participated in a telephone hook-up that evening with a World Teachers’ Day activity at the BCTF Building in Vancouver. Willie, who is also president of COSATU, a major labour central organization in South Africa, was the keynote speaker at the BCTF AGM earlier this year. Another highlight of our visit occurred on Friday, October 6, the actual anniversary of SADTU’s founding. The day culminated in a huge banquet with a long list of speakers and presentations. On behalf of the BCTF, we presented SADTU with a First Nations woodcarving to commemorate the anniversary. All our time in South Africa was well scheduled and busy. In addition to a morning tour of schools in Soweto Township, we participated in seminars on topics like teacher unity, the role of parents in the education system, the role of student organizations in policy making and school governance, and HIV/AIDS and the responsibilities of teachers and their union in fighting the pandemic. David served as a panelist at a seminar on globalization and public education. He identified some of the initiativesthe BCTF has taken in raising awareness about globalization, including the Public Education: Not For Sale conference we held in May with the Coalition for Public Education. It became clear as the seminar discussion continued that we are part of a world-wide movement of teachers, trade unions, and other progressive organizations taking on the threats posed by globalization to public services like education. When I commented to a SADTU activist how impressed I was by the spontaneous singing and dancing I had witnessed in Durban, I was told that the SADTU Executive Committee has a vice-president responsible for culture and another one to deal with sports. The union organizes singing, dancing, and other cultural competitions among the provinces, and of course they have sports competitions. Didn’t I say earlier that we could learn a lot from SADTU? I left South Africa feeling proud of the important role the BCTF played in helping SADTU get started and very pleased that we have such good friends on the other side of the world. Ken Novakowski is the BCTF’s executive director.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8674,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, Number 6, May/June 2004 Library cuts harm literacy efforts by Marÿka Gregg Annually the B.C.Teacher-Librarians’ Association (BCTLA) surveys its members via its Working and Learning Conditions survey (W&L survey). The data gathered allows the group to track staffing and funding levels around the province and inform and advocate for teacher-librarians, school libraries, and school library programs. The following data from the 2003–04 survey, represents 30 school districts—743 elementary and 190 secondary school library resource centres. The full report has been published as the Spring 2004 issue of The Bookmark. The full report is also available on the BCTLA web site bctf.ca/psas/bctla. It is interesting to reflect on the BCTLA W&L survey results in conjunction with the cuts by our current government. In the shadow of Bill 28, the Public Education Flexibility and Choice Act, the BCTLA W&L survey reveals a decline in the state of school libraries and working and learning conditions for teacher-librarians. While the government claims that literacy is a priority, it imposes drastic cuts to the programs and institutions that assist in achieving literacy. Those senseless decisions are hardly best practice in terms of our students and their futures. The research According to Lance and Loertscher, Powering achievement: School library media programs make a difference: The evidence (2003), "In schools with well-stocked, well-equipped school libraries, managed by qualified and motivated professional teacher-librarians working with support staff, one can expect: capable and avid readers, learners who are information literate, teachers who are partnering with the teacher-librarian to create high-quality learning experiences. Standardized scores tend to be 10 to 20% higher than in schools without this investment." There are over 50 years of academic studies on the correlation between school libraries and student achievement. Most recent and notable include those completed in Alaska, Colorado, Pennsylvania, and Scotland. Similar results and conclusions were reported in all the studies: school library programs and teacher-librarians have a positive impact on student academic achievement. Dr. Ken Haycock, in his recent report, The Crisis in Canada’s School Libraries—The Case for Reform and Re-Investment (2003), details the conclusions of a multitude of academic studies on the relationship between school libraries, teacher-librarians, and student achievement. Haycock reveals a body of research evidence with a compelling link between student achievement and the presence of well-stocked, properly funded, and professionally developed school library programs and services. Currently that is not where school libraries in B.C. are headed due to years of cuts and poor decision making. Funding Our survey shows that the number of teacher-librarians, expressed in full-time equivalent (FTE) per 1000 students has increased slightly at the elementary level to a meager 1.72 FTE / 1000. At the secondary level, the number of teacher-librarians has fallen to 1.06 FTE / 1000. The number of teacher-librarians providing preparation time for teaching colleagues at the elementary level has increased to over 27%. Preparation coverage by teacher-librarians reduces the amount of true library service provided within teacher-librarians’ assignments. The ability to flexibly schedule at least some time was reported by 50.3% of elementary libraries and 88.8% of secondary libraries. These are troubling statistics. Less teacher-librarian time is available within school libraries, and more of the time is being spent on preparation coverage. Prep coverage by teacher-librarians reduces flexible scheduling of the school library, which is key if the goal is to improve student attitudes toward reading and increase access to information and literature. Flexible scheduling also allows the teacher-librarian to provide leadership and allows teachers and teacher-librarians to work collaboratively. It is difficult to gather information on school library budget allocations given the timing of the annual survey and the late release of solid budget figures. Based on the data received this year, the level of funding for library resources is continuing to decline. The trend is disturbing considering the increases in the cost of library materials and technology. Average school district budget allocations per student range from a low of $3.97 to $31.50. The BCTLA W&L data reveals inadequate funding of school libraries and their programs across the province. School libraries can hardly be expected to maintain an up-to-date collection in good repair when funding is so low. Examination of Haycock’s report and the BCTLA’s W&L survey reveals that the Ministry of Education and our current government need to make some critical decisions if B.C.’s school library programs are to make a difference in students’ education. If the focus of our school system is to improve literacy and achievement among students, changes must be implemented immediately. The research overwhelmingly points to the need for support of school libraries, but will those directing ministry policies listen and implement change? Marÿka Gregg is working and learning chair, BCTLA, and teacher-librarian at Clarence Michiel Elementary School and Cassie Hall Elementary School, Terrace. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/BCTF-research.aspx?id=22719,BCTF>Improving schools through encouragement and collaboration, April 13, 2011  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development BCTF-Research Archives 2012-13 2011-12  2010-11  2009-10  2008-09  Home > Publications > BCTF Research > BCTF-Research List > 2010-11 Archives Improving schools through encouragement and collaboration  Gerard Kelly’s editorial in the UK’s Times Educational Supplement (TES) of March 25, 2011, offers an interesting reflection on positive educational change. In 2003 London had the lowest proportion of students with satisfactory Grade 12 outcomes among nine regions in England and Wales. By 2010 it had the highest. What was done to make this happen? The action plan was labeled ‘The London Challenge’ which incorporated three approaches to change: Using data in a constructive rather than a critical way—to identify where schools needed help but also to group schools with similar socio-economic challenges. Collaboration—in which stronger schools mentored schools facing challenges, and where all schools were invited to share good practice. Subverting the language of failure—turning the ‘blame game’ on its head. Terminology was reversed so that instead of being labeled ‘underperforming’, the schools needing most help were identified with the term ‘keys to success’. Kelly stated that “the message was that these schools could and would improve—they were motivated to succeed rather than consigned to languish.” Incredibly, this approach has been cut by the newly-elected Tory government amid a blitz of cuts and changes, including increased encouragement for academies and free schools. These cuts are promoting more selective and arguably excluding approaches within a publicly-funded system. Kelly mixes critique and commentary with an acknowledgement of the efforts, capacity, and determination of teachers to meet the needs of students: “In an era of cuts and pessimism, when the Left pretends education is going to hell in a handcart, the Right thinks it’s always been there and television believes that a celebrity chef has the magic recipe, we should acknowledge a simple truth. London Challenge worked because it used the best of what exists. It harnessed the experience, generosity, commitment and conviction – the inherent strengths of the profession – to make it work. It worked because it believed. And it believed in teachers like you.” The concept—improving schools through encouragement and collaboration, an approach explicitly respecting teachers’ knowledge and commitment—could be a model for change in BC’s public schools. Might BC use the ‘best of what exists’ in our schools to build better learning for all students by engaging in educational change efforts which use data constructively, stress collaboration, and avoid blame? Submitted by Charlie Naylor BCTF Research, cnaylor@bctf.ca April 13, 2011 This item will be saved on the BCTF’s website in a list archive at http://www.bctf.ca/publications/BCTF-research.aspx.  Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141007,www.thestar.com,http://www.thestar.com/news/ontario/2010/02/04/so_we_drink_milk_from_bags_does_that_make_us_weird.html,So we drink milk from bags. Does that make us weird? | Toronto Star Tuesday, October 7, 2014 5:50 PM EDT the star.com Ontario Search the archives Home News GTA Queen's Park Canada World Investigations Crime Your Toronto City Nights Schools The Fixer Reviews Traffic Opinion Editorials Commentary Readers' Letters Public Editor Corrections Editorial Cartoon Sports Hockey Baseball Basketball Football Soccer Amateur Tennis Golf Figure Skating Curling Lacrosse Business Economy Personal Finance Tech News Real Estate Entertainment Television Movies Stage Music Books Visual Arts Life Technology Food & Wine Travel Fashion & Style Homes Health & Wellness Parent Autos Photos Diversions Classifieds Obituaries Inside the Star Aboriginal woman's family sues police over 'suicide' fall Toronto election what's what for Tuesday Is Leafs Nation safe for my kids? Menon News / Ontario So we drink milk from bags. Does that make us weird? A video posted on YouTube showing how we in Ontario drink milk has elicited responses around the world from bemusement to disgust. Share on Facebook Tweet A A Comments ? Republish Report an Error Share via Email Print YOUTUBE In her video, Sheryl Ng shows the world how to prepare a milk bag for pouring. By: Cathal Kelly Sports Columnist, Published on Thu Feb 04 2010 In the video, Sheryl Ng lays out a bag of 2%, a jug and a pair of scissors. She runs through the milk drinker’s skillset: the proper triangular cut, the cautious first pour, preventive measures to keep an overfull bag from collapsing. Collectively, the viewing world outside Ontario leaned back in its seat and said, “What. The Hell. Is that?” “My friends find it pretty amusing, because we all grew up in Toronto,” Ng, a 22-year-old York University student said. “We thought it was normal.” Apparently not. Ontario, the world has seen your milk drinking habits, and the world now thinks you’re a weirdo. Ng posted her milk-drinking video as a way of illustrating the differences between Canadians and Americans. They drink milk out of jugs. We drink it out of bags. She titled the whimsical instructional, “Milk in bags, eh?” When it went viral a couple of days ago, it was retitled “How Canadians Drink Milk.” Any Albertan will tell you that is plain wrong. On the popular Web aggregator Digg, feeling about Ng’s milk expose is running strong. Commenter sentiment ranges from ‘Whaaaat?’ to ‘Ew’. A few Americans managed to make it a public health-care issue. A few Canadians made it a We-hate-Toronto issue. “Only in Ontario,” someone reassured the panicky herd. “They also cheer for the Leafs, so you can see where the problem begins.” They drink bagged milk in Quebec and the Maritimes. But it rarely passes the other direction, across the Ontario/Manitoba border, unless it’s packed away for a camping trip. “Ahem. This … should read ‘How East Coast Canadians Drink Mlk’,” one uppity cowboy sniffed. “Out west we do it like normal people. Carton or plastic jug.” Yeah, well, in Saskatchewan they think there are 12 beers in a “case,” so who are they to judge? Bagged milk also hits an impassable imaginary wall at the 49th parallel. Almost uniformly, Americans are jug/carton people. Wisconsinites, people who know something about dairy, buck that trend. Among other forward-thinking nations that have warmed up to the plastic udder – South Africans, Argentines, Hungarians and Chinese. Those latter also bag beer, which means we have some catching up to do. The Soviets used milk bags, though central Europeans rushed to embrace the carton once the Wall came down. For ten shekels, Israelis can buy a Kankomat – a bag-holder that includes its own cutting device. The U.K. is in the midst of a painful switch to bags, driven by complaints that Britons refuse to recycle jugs. When they first appeared a couple of years ago, the Daily Mail sounded the alarm: “End of the milk bottle? Supermarket begins selling milk in a BAG.” In 1967, DuPont debuted the milk bag in Canada using equipment developed in Europe. The local dairy industry jumped on the change, happily abandoning the hassle of breakable glass bottles. For a while, bag popularity lagged behind a new generation of reusable plastic jugs. But bag adoption picked up speed in the mid-70s, spurred by the conversion from imperial measurement to metric. Retrofitting a bag-making machine from a gallon to a litre was a matter of cutting the plastic in a different spot. Resizing a plastic jug meant redesigning entire production lines. All Ontario retailers made the switch by 1983 – except Becker’s corner stores. They doggedly clung to their trademark jugs, even after they were absorbed by Mac’s Convenience. “We still have a core group of customers who have a strong loyalty to the jug,” said Mac’s spokesperson, Bruce Watson. Today, Mac’s sells jugs and bags side-by-side. The great early ‘80s bag migration was a matter of no little disruption at the time. Everyone seemed happy buying jugs, and then returning them for a 25 cent deposit. Kids especially. Gen X got fat trading those empty jugs for candy. At the time, manufacturers pointed out that bags are better at preserving milk. Some finicky types still say they prefer the taste of milk in the carton. Bags also use 75 per cent less plastic than jugs. What killed the returnable jug system was your uncle’s habit of storing gas or weed killer in it before returning it for washing and reuse. “I ran a store at the time,” said Watson. “People did bizarre things to those jugs.” Today’s jugs are shredded and recycled after a single use. Drinkers discovered that milk in bags costs less than a comparable amount sold in a jug. Mainly, that’s got to do with economies of scale. As bags began to dominate the market, the cost to manufacture single-use jugs jumped. Today, you can’t find a young Ontarian who remembers that unhappy time when you risked a shoulder injury trying to get a drop of milk out of a 3-quart jug. Alain Lamarre, DuPont’s marketing and sales manager for liquid packaging, estimates that 75 to 80 per cent of the milk sold in Ontario is bagged. Across the entire country, about half of Canadian milk drinkers use bags. The other half? They’re still suspicious. Like Stones/Beatles, this is an issue with the ability to divide families. Ng’s been buried under the response. Enough American doubters piped up that she felt compelled to film a follow-up showing bagged milk at the supermarket, “just to prove it really exists.” If they think that’s discombobulating, the next entry is going to blow their minds. “Hey, everyone,” she begins. “Today I’m going to be showing you guys ketchup chips and dill pickle chips.” More on thestar.com Mississauga mayoral debate: Frontrunners Bonnie Crombie and Steve Mahoney faceoff War and peace, Canadian style: Walkom We value respectful and thoughtful discussion. Readers are encouraged to flag comments that fail to meet the standards outlined in our Community Code of Conduct. For further information, including our legal guidelines, please see our full website Terms and Conditions. Commenting is now closed. Top News Video NEW Video: 'No one loves his mother like my son loved me,' slain teen's mom says NEW Jun Lin’s friend tells Luka Magnotta trial of frantic search after slaying Updated Girl, 12, among 18 rescued from cross-Canada sex trade ringcomments NEW War and peace, Canadian style: Walkomcomments Police hunt for missing federal inmate John Tory not an option for feminist voters: Opinion comments Dallas Ebola patient shows improved liver function, hospital says How not to be a @sweepyface online: Mallickcomments commercial promo commercial promo commercial promo commercial promo Partner Content A legacy continues in Erin Mills Partner Content Recruiting in Motion hits expansion snag First Reel Movies: Gone Girl Keeping up with technology Toronto.com: Thanksgiving Dinners in T.O. Videos Back to Mobile thestar.com News Your Toronto Opinion Sports Business Entertainment Life Diversions Classifieds Site Map   Wheels.ca Insurance Hotline New in Homes Star Store Blogs Contests Lottery Results Obituaries Corrections Public Editor Behavioural Targeting Today's News Toronto Star Newspapers Ltd. About Atkinson Principles Statement of Principles Get Home Delivery My Subscription Contact Us Contact Webmaster FAQ News Releases Star Internships Careers @ the Star Advertise with us Advertising Terms Mediakit Online Advertising Print Advertising Special Features Initiatives Santa Claus Fund Fresh Air Fund Speakers Bureau Classroom Connection Pages of the Past Report on Community Giving Connect with Us RSS feeds Twitter Updates News Alerts Newsletters Mobile Devices © Copyright Toronto Star Newspapers Ltd. 1996-2014 Terms and Conditions Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12096&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2001 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 13, Number 7, May/June 2001 BCTF supports campaign against video-game violence by Nany Knickerbocker The images are gruesome and the sounds are sickening, but the pace is exhilarating and the points mount up as the shooter hits his mark again and again. Welcome to the imaginary but frightening world of violent video games. The entertainment software industry, worth an estimated 12 billion dollars a year, is growing twice as fast as the movie business and four times faster than the music recording or book publishing industries. With bullying and school violence high on the agenda of public concerns, teachers and parents increasingly question the impact of violent interactive media on children’s growing minds and bodies. Last fall, the BCTF joined with other concerned organizations to form the new Coalition Opposed to Violent Entertainment. The other founding members of COVE represent End the Arms Race, the Public Education for Peace Society, the RCMP, Media Watch, and SFU’s Communications Department. At a news conference to launch the coalition, BCTF President David Chudnovsky said that children are receiving fundamentally mixed messages. "While we teach non-violent problem solving in schools, society glorifies violence and markets it to children as entertainment. These contradictions can have very unhealthy consequences for our children and students," he said. "Most parents have very limited exposure to violent video games–even those played by their own children," said COVE co-ordinator Jillian Skeet, mother of a six-year-old boy. "When I had a chance to see some of the most popular games first-hand, I was shocked and heartsick to think that companies are targeting our children with these truly antisocial products. The content was far beyond anything I could have imagined, including sadistic violence, dismemberment, and torture." Stephen Kline, a professor of communications at SFU, said video games are contributing to a culture of violence that seeks aggressive solutions to social problems. His surveys of more than 1,000 young people reveal that 65% of the favourite video games of most teens and pre-teens are violent. The Entertainment Software Rating Board (ESRB) is an industry-funded body that classifies its products for different age categories. Kline said the rating board’s web site lists 5,098 games, of which 2,333 have violence warnings. Of the 1,005 games rated for teens, 848 have violent warnings; 317 have blood-and-gore warnings. RCMP superintendent Jamie Graham said police are particularly concerned about "first-person shooter" games in which the player’s point of view is down the barrel of a gun. These games replicate the simulators used to train soldiers to kill. "They desensitize human beings, and shooting becomes a game." he said. Graham recounted a chilling anecdote about a Kentucky child who brought a gun to school, fired eight shots and hit eight classmates–five in the head and three in the chest. Investigators, appalled and amazed by the young killer’s deadly accuracy, later learned that he had never used a real gun but he had logged more than 10,000 hours on a first-person shooter video game. That particular game gives bonus points for head shots. Similarly, in the wake of the mass murder at Columbine High School, it was revealed that both young killers were obsessive players of first-person shooter games, including Doom and Quake. The families of slain teacher Dave Sanders and other Columbine victims have launched a five-billion dollar lawsuit against 25 entertainment companies including Nintendo, Sega, Sony, and AOL Time Warner. The suit alleges that without "the combination of extremely violent video games and these boys’ incredibly deep involvement, use of, and addiction to these games–these murders and this massacre would not have occurred." Those shocking events have dramatically increased public demand for strategies to resist the casual brutality of the video game subculture. Interest in the work of COVE has grown exponentially, with requests pouring in from media, parents, and teachers for information as well as presentations to schools and community groups. The increased public pressure has also sparked legislators to act. In April, the B.C. government passed North America’s first legislation to implement a mandatory classification and regulatory system for video games. It will parallel the structure currently in place to regulate adult videos and films under the Motion Picture Act, and it will prohibit retailers from renting or selling mature or adult video games to children. While members of COVE expressed some concern that the regulations are based upon the industry’s ESRB system, they welcomed the government’s initiative. "B.C.’s Video Game Act is definitely a significant step in the right direction. At least with this system in place parents and caregivers will have the information to make more informed choices about what their children play," said Skeet. She warned that concerned citizens should prepare to defend the legislation against the inevitable backlash from industry. She urged parents and teachers to focus on the many non-violent video games that use digital technology in a creative, rather than destructive, way. Such games feature racing, sports, exploring, and building. What are the games your children or students enjoy? Why not write to Teacher and share your suggestions for non-violent video game fun? Nancy Knickerbocker is the BCTF’s media relations officer.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/AdvocacyAndAction.aspx?id=5224,BCTF > Ten tips for effective advocacy  	BCTF Action and Advocacy  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Advocacy and Action > Lobbying   Ten tips for effective advocacy The success of lobbying, advocacy or government relations’ efforts depends largely on effective communications. Examine each issue from all perspectives. Study and understand opposing view as well as your own. Understand both the strengths and weaknesses of your position. Define an acceptable outcome for your constituency. Develop proposals likely to provide a convergence of interests among as many interested parties as possible. Seek to go beyond the “single interest lobby” by widening support for your proposals. Offer proposals for “solutions” rather than outlining additional problems that need to be solved. Indicate how the proposals you are making would help or respond to the needs/priorities of those you are seeking to influence. Identify the key persons that you have to influence. They are sometimes not the people you might expect. Evaluate and determine the most appropriate timing for your proposals to be successful. Be prepared to reposition your ideas to take advantage of a new development or circumstance. Keep lines of communication open. Burning bridges is rarely a good idea.   About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/issues/research.aspx?id=5864,BCTF > Enrichment/Gifted students in S.D. 68, Nanaimo-Ladysmith, 2002-03  	Untitled Page  For Teachers For Parents For Media Home E-mail Lists Links A to Z Index Contact Us Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources Home > Issues in Education > Inclusive Education > Research Project Enrichment/Gifted students in S.D. 68, Nanaimo-Ladysmith, 2002–03 by Patricia Joly March 2003 The number of students identified as Gifted in Nanaimo-Ladysmith in the 2002–03 school year is 361. The total student population is 16,434. Statements based on Gifted Students numbers Designated Gifted students comprised 2.2% of the total student population of Nanaimo School District in 2002–03. Of the 361 Gifted students in Nanaimo-Ladysmith, 47% are female and 53% are male. In proportion to total school population, one in every 46 students (1:46) is designated as a Gifted student. 1 out of the 361 designated Gifted students (or 0.27%) has had service from the Zone Support Teacher (service code “515”). 35 out of the 361 designated Gifted students (or 9.7%) have had support from the School Resource Teacher (service codes “504” & “505”). Of these, 11 are elementary students and 24 are secondary students. 19 out of the 361 designated Gifted students (or 5.26% ) have had Psycho-educational Testing (service code “524”). Sources: Ministry Standard Report 1585, Special Education Enrolment – Comparison of current to prior year by district, 2002–03. Ministry Standard Report 1581, Headcount and FTE enrolment by grade, school, and district, 2002–03.   About Us | News & Events | Publications | Advocacy & Action | Social Justice | Issues in Education © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141006,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2014/09/tentative-agreement-yes-or-no.html?showComment0751410926779983,Staffroom Confidential: Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, September 16, 2014 Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Despite what I know was a herculean effort on the part of our bargaining team, I very much hope that BC teachers will vote no to the tentative agreement. After five weeks of strike, and twelve years of legal battles, this is not the deal that will restore sanity to public education and it is not a fair deal for teachers and students. Just as teachers in Saskatchewan rejected a deal to ensure a better outcome, I hope BC teachers will consider a no vote to let our team know we have to go back to the bargaining table. Class size, composition The agreement provided a modified LIF fund starting at $75 million per year and increasing to $85 by the last year. It is for teachers only, which will mean a slight improvement in Districts where sizeable portions were spent on Education Assistants or senior District staff rather than teachers. However, in an average size District like Victoria (20,000 students, 1,000 teachers), this will translate into about 5-10 more teachers. That is one for every five schools. To put it in comparison, Justice Griffin's judgement estimated the lost funding due to lost class size language at about $330 million in current dollars. (Read more here about the proposed Education Fund.) I heard so many teachers speak up about the need to ensure that we do not return to over-crowded classes when the strike ends. This agreement does very little to alleviate what is the most pressing issue. Throwing away the court victory The agreement provides a "reopener" in the event we win on appeal our class size language. What this means is that the language returns, but is not implemented until new language is negotiated. Without the actual implementation of the returned language, there will be very little incentive for the government to bargain it back. We would essentially be back in the very same position we are in today, with government trying to bargain it out and us trying to bargain it back in. In my opinion, even if we were legislated back to work we would be in a superior position. If we won the appeal the government would then be forced to implement the language. We are thus throwing away our historic court victory and the bargaining pressure it potentially creates. The reopener is really only mildly less offensive than E80. In both cases, we have to bargain back what was illegally taken from our contract and the government will probably never have to restore it. In fact, the "reopener" creates the perfect opportunity for government to lock us out to try and force us to agree to something far inferior. Throwing away the remedy for the last twelve years The agreement provides $105 million to compensate for grievances over-sized classes for the last twelve years. Using Justice Griffin's estimates, our loss is roughly $300 million times 12 = over $3 billion. I cannot fathom how $105 million is a fair compromise. The BCTF's original proposal to put this money back into the system was a more fair and productive approach. This agreement means we can no longer go to the courts for a fair remedy. Wages The agreement is very close to government's original offer. While I would be willing to accept this if the class size language was returned, teachers should not be taking such a significant monetary loss without the commensurate gain in working conditions. We have lost roughly 12% of our annual salary. We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut. Minimal improvements There are very minimal improvements in preparation time for elementary teachers (10 minutes per week), and TTOC daily rate. The TTOC daily rate change may depend on your grid placement. It could actually be a wage loss for long term TTOCs who are above category 5 and step 7. There is also $11 million in health and dental benefits. At 40,000 members, this is $275 each. Hardly worth consideration in the context of the rest of the agreement. What next? There are a variety of options if we vote no. We can continue the strike. We can choose to return to work and continue bargaining. We do not, and should not, accept an agreement that doesn't meet our needs and doesn't meet the needs of students and public education. When Saskatchewan teachers rejected the first deal which had 5.5% wage increases over four years, the second deal had 7.3% increases over four years. They have said this still isn't good enough. For us, our main issue is classroom conditions. We need to say this isn't good enough. The way to do that is to vote no. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 7:48 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 124 comments: Troy MooreSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:17 PM The EC recommendation states the open clause will be argued from restored language. However, selling our grievances for nothing as the 105 million is strike savings, is plenty of reason to vote no. Further, no composition caps, but a fund controlled by Superintendents is enough reason to vote no. Thursday I will vote no.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:06 PM Re-opener also says "education fund" in place until new language bargained, so old language can disappear forever.Delete Reply Mme RousseauSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:33 PM Government starved us to death hoping we'd vote yes to whatever deal they'd offer. Planned it from the start.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:07 PM We can sill choose (collectively) to return to work if we reject this deal. Many options.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:09 PM Great analysis, Tara! I think that returning to work would be a bad idea. This will frustrate parents more if they need to find new ways to deal with taking care fo kids. USe the money given to you by the other unions. I am a teacher who had to quit for stress over the terrible condition of work (split FI grade 4/5, several low LD kids with little support, one severe with no support, 2 gifted (no support), and a principal who expected me to teach 2 separate social studies AND science programs)Delete Reply Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:56 PM Good points by all but the gov't succeeded in starving my family out and completly breaking us. I will be voting YES and live to fight another dayReplyDelete Replies schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:21 PM 'Fight another day'? In the last twelve years that we have been pushing back against this government, never has the tide tide been so much with teachers, class size/composition, and public education - and never has the government been pushed back onto the ropes (especially with the call for binding arbitration). What 'other day' is being proposed that we wait for? Now is the time. Vote 'no' and give the BCTF bargaining team a renewed mandate to get a decent deal for students and teachers.Delete Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:10 PM "Another day" means to wake up and realize that 2more weeks means my family of 5 could lose our home. It means I will do all I can to recall Cc, Factbender, and other mla's, and maybe even having "a guy I know" have a chat with them. In year 1 of their reign, I don't believe they even know what "the ropes" are. I will vote YES ...for my family, and I can live with thatDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:12 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply Karen FergusonSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:03 PM Just a question: When the Saskatchewan teachers voted no, had they already been on strike for 5 weeks?ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM No. They are working with no contract. They are not on strike.Delete Shannon DavisSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:23 AM I am a Saskatchewan teacher. We are not on strike; we are currently in the conciliation process after voting "no" to 2 previous offersDelete Reply "Mama Rose"September 16, 2014 at 9:27 PM Can we truly return to work without agreeing and continue bargaining? When I suggested returning to work a few weeks ago, the answer was "being on strike puts pressure on the gov't and without pressure they have no reason to settle." And can you explain more how legislating us back would be better than agreeing to this deal? And finally, why would the BCTF executive put forward a deal that was not a good one?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:30 PM Because they need confirmation of the resolve of the membership to get something better. That is what a no vote does.Delete Reply Troylana MSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:28 PM some great points to ponder, tara......thinking thinking....ReplyDelete schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:43 PM If we vote 'no' to the tentative deal we still have options: We'd not have a contract. But we could... a) strike with full picket lines b) partially strike with phase 1 (work-to-rule) in schools c) partially strike with periodic/rotating job action d) continue negotiating e) return to work and re-escalate strike f) some/all of the above ReplyDelete Replies Caroline MackenzieSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:21 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:14 PM a) will expedite matters (I say less that 3 days)Delete Reply danabjornsonSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:05 PM I am thinking that a legislated, crappier contract would only be in effect for 2 years max (before elections...). If we take this offer, then we will be agreeing to this pseudo-E80. Should we win the court case (which we likely will), we will have to settle on the terms of the THIS negotiated contract which doesn't actually restore learning conditions; it simply allows for those conditions to be negotiated. If we say n, then we default to the 2002 contract, which DOES restore the language. A "yes" vote is saying that we are good on "crumbs"; a "no" vote is saying we want an actual meal. That's my understanding, anyway. Please correct me where I am wrong, Tara. :)ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:44 PM And word is IF they legislate, they could opt to legislate back Grade 10-12 only causing the union to have to lay off all teachers and re-hire based on seniority. That will tear the union at the seams pitting teacher against teacher for those positions. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:17 PM There will be a general strike if that were to happen! They better not do this. They will regret it.Delete Reply imaginefunlearningSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:09 PM Some good points on the background of our fight over the past 12 years, which I have been actively engaged in; however we need to recognize the climate we are in. We are not in Sask. people! We have just come through a very long summer!! We need to thank our @bctf bargaining team & recognize the toll this has taken on all of us & our families. I don't have the luxury of more time on the strike line. This may be as good as it gets. Let's read the agreement and consider getting back to work and making some $ again! That's my 2 cents worth, which would come in really handy right now!!!ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:18 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply RobSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:11 PM Go back in work to rule mode. Work this winter to recall every Liberal MLA. ThAt is the only way to apply pressure to these criminals. ReplyDelete Replies Kate RestonSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:03 PM Recall! Not sure who won the battle but the war is still onDelete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:14 AM Well said Kate... I agree 100%Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:20 PM I think say NO and a better deal will be done in less than 3 days. These guys are not criminals, they are lower than that. I bet they get a sick pleasure in hurting the kids and the teachers.Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:31 PM An official recall is in the works: https://www.facebook.com/groups/316129595235450/?fref=ts Please consider joining.Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:26 AM Leah - do you honestly think anyone who voted BC Liberal did so thinking that they would act any differently on the education file?Delete Reply JJSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:16 PM I am glad to see other members who share my views. I am outraged at a 1.2 percent "raise" in salary per year that doesn't even meet inflation of currently 2%. I feel used and abused.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:23 PM Not to mention all of the other pittance! I am actually surprised that Iker asked teachers to vote on this! Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:18 PM Hi Tara Thanks for the summary! Will we be able to vote NO to the deal, but vote YES to returning to work? Will there be three options when we vote Thursday? Why did the BCTF agree to a substandard deal for us? If we vote no to a deal that was recommended to us, the teachers look like the bad guys and public approval will plummet. I am very disappointed and frustratedReplyDelete Replies KataSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:12 AM Public approval will not necessarily plummet. I have seen strikes where the membership has voted against the executive's "best results to date", and ended up with a better offer. This offer is an insult. The $300 million will not bring funding to the national average (I believe). More importantly, the wage offer is half of the average wage increase for public and private workers (StatsCan). Delete Reply MontySeptember 16, 2014 at 10:19 PM Thank you, Tara. My thoughts too, more clearly expressed. As well, Thursday is too soon to vote, too soon to vote, too soon to vote........ReplyDelete Richard ChalkeSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:21 PM Vote no and lose every shred of public support...just sayin!ReplyDelete Replies UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:31 AM I am a member of the public and would support a "no" vote. js!.Delete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:01 AM Richard Chalke, NO you won't! I am a mother with 3 adopted special needs children who need to be in a class that is designed for them and others like them (my kids are academically slightly delayed but their issues are more social and behavioural) where they can receive the education they deserve taught in a way they can comprehend. I will speak now for all the parents I know, and we will support the teacher's if they continue to fight for our children's best interest.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:28 PM It might not be pretty at first, but once we explain things (and I hope the Mandarin-speaking teachers flood the Richmond organization that voiced their concerns), they will back us. The 3 billions that the judge came to is the first I hear about. This should be stated to every newsmedia comment section in the province. Minimize pickets and flood those outlets with commenters, just like the Liberals do. Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:45 PM I am a member of the public and a single Mother of a child in the public school system. You will NOT lose one bit of my support if you vote no. I know that you are sacrificing so that my child can have a better education, and I am most grateful for it. Having said that, I also know that you are exhausted and broke. I have been dreading that you may have to settle for less than what you (we) deserve because the government succeeded in breaking you. I am not in your shoes, so cannot judge. If the vote is a yes, I understand and I am still behind you. Delete Reply Alison RocheSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:25 PM It is a crap deal. It's always a crap deal. Once you raise the stakes to striking, anything else is a cave in. The last time we walked out was the 3 day illegal strike where I threw away 1200$ and got EXACTLY the same contract I had the year before. The BCTF called it a win because they didn't rip up MORE of my contract. Ridiculous. There are a few of us that believe that working to contract, doing 100% of your teaching job and nothing more (like paying for supplies out of your own pocket or EC) is the only way teachers will survive this government. What if they get re-elected again? Then what? Teachers have lost thousands to these clowns to make "statements" about the state of public education in this province. We can't keep sacrificing ourselves and our families. And in the meantime, you talk to parents about why you have to take this crappy road. Because up until this strike they mostly didn't care about the state of education, but god forbid you didn't run a Sports Day. Then suddenly they wanted to know what the hell was going on. Keep the conversation going in schools. Attend your PAC meetings and stop enabling this govt to underfund and overwork the system. And still get paid!ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:20 AM I am very excited at the prospect of returning to my beloved job on Friday. However I will NOT continue to put my personal money into my classroom and I will be seriously reconsidering my involvement in extra curriculars. I think we shoot ourselves in the foot with all the unpaid work we so willingly volunteer to do. Delete Reply FCSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:38 PM I heard a rumour last week from a loose lipped government insider that after the 22nd, depending on the outcome of the negotiations the Liberals were going to announce a 3 step process. I was not clear if this was based on 3 steps to resolve the strike (perhaps the 3rd step is legislation??) or 3 steps to overhaul the education system, either way, they will settle it outright. I wish you all luck and all the information that you need to make a sound decision of what you feel is best.ReplyDelete Replies Lisa BurrowsSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:53 PM I have heard similar rumours. On the 23rd, the gov. was planning on introducing a $6000 per year voucher system for 3 choices: an academic or trades program, or something called EducationCanada. Not clear whether their intention was to privatize the public system, de-certify teachers and hire them back under new wage/benefits. Not clear where these rumours originated from. Maybe fear tactics to get teachers to vote yes. In any event, I plan on voting yes. I signed up to be a teacher, not a martyr. This strike has cost us a lot. We need to regain our livelihood and hopefully continue the conversation about class composition. We have at least awakened many people to the issue, and the court case is still an avenue that could eventually improve teaching and learning conditions.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:33 PM I urge all teachers to fight and say NO to this deal. Retired teacher who had to retire because horrendous work conditions. Make me proud. They will not last long if you say NO! I know this is tough, but there is money and I hear that Van City does offer loan at low to 0 %. Banks do allow you to miss a mortgage payment. Go talki to your banker.Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM Will school districts require teachers to make up missed days, as suggested in the media? Will the school calendar be changing to make up for the missed three weeks and if so will we be made aware of those changes PRIOR to the vote? ReplyDelete KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:41 PM "Wages..... We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut." And that is the cost of going on strike!!! There is nothing that can be done about that. You cannot go on strike and put up the raise you want every week to compensate for your time on strike - it doesn't work that way.ReplyDelete Replies Drew StevensonSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:59 AM I believe the missing "..." Suggests that they meant to refer to the losses against inflation since the last wage step increase. Thus this contract does not allow us to recover the buying power lost to inflation since the last non contract or "0%" year. Add those up and compare against the proposed increase and you see that by the end of the contract, we won't be able to afford the same value of goods (loaves of bread, watts of energy, litres of gas) that we could at the end of the last contracts term. It was not a comment about wages that were lost in the strike. Those are really small potatoes when compared to the grinding power of inflation over years and years. The next contract will use this latest for a bench mark so these losses to inflation will grind at all teachers for as long as they teach. A death of a thousand cuts to our ability to afford basic goods and services. Any raise less than inflation is a cut to the value placed on us and on our ability to pay our bills. Delete Reply Ed SSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:09 PM Having lost $20,000 (including summer school wages) as the single income for a family of five is far too much; I will be voting YES to the deal, unless the independently wealthy teachers out there who wish to continue the strike will pay my bills and mortgage for me.ReplyDelete Replies Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:14 PM I feel ya. Yes for meDelete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:18 AM Ed S. With all due respect (and I mean that), how did you lose $20,000 in the strike? Teachers were out 2 weeks (all out) before they were supposed to be in June, and now 3 weeks for the start of school? It is my understanding that teachers don't get paid through the summer months. Please correct me if I'm wrong, wherever I'm wrong. Shouldn't you have been financially alright for the summer months at least? Also all teachers knew this strike had a possibility of extending into the new school year but no one teacher budgeted for this possibility? I'm truly just trying to get a clear picture of where this all stems. NO disrespect intended.Delete BlairSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:12 AM Kelly, not Ed but if you look at the numbers there was the 10% lockout haircut in May/June plus the loss of most of June and the loss of much of September. In our 1 teacher (1 non) household we calculated a $9 K - $10 K loss so far. If you add summer school earnings you can easily make the loss in the $20 k zone. As for budgeting, we budget for the summer, but did not expect the 10% haircut, nor the loss of June/Sept days which completely messed our budgeting calculations. A very good friend (single teaching mother) was crushed by the loss of the June income and is without a penny today.Delete Mr. SmoothSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:35 PM The only one who didn't get a haircut was Jim Iker... and he needs one more than anyone else. What's with that over-coiffed 70"s mullet Jim? Does wonders for the BCTF brand image!Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:55 PM Jim's hair is not open for discussion in a respectful space like this. As for his salary, he is a teacher who does not get paid when we are on strike.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:04 PM Totally agree!Delete Reply Mr. GSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:24 PM If I thought they could do any better I would agree with voting NO, but you have to be realistic. The BCTF does not use professionals to bargain and always ends up with much less than they promise the membership when asking for a strike vote. While this is not a great deal for teachers, I really think you're fooling yourself if you think it'll get any better.ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:02 AM BCTF needs to be replaced with younger more adept representatives and advocates. Also, we should be hiring professional contract negotiators - you don't go into battle with cut throat corporate types with a wooden knife. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:37 PM This is BAD deal! Say NO to it and show those (expletives) that we will not take it anymore! Come on! Show them that teachers have a spine! They will respect us, oddly!Delete Reply retaSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:51 PM I agree with Richard. Those in the public that are uniformed would be furious, and there are many teachers who just can't afford to use their wages as their voice any longer - too much has already been donated to the government. In my opinion, the deal is pretty lame. I am sitting on the fence.ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:24 AM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:26 AM So true!!! I cannot afford to fight this battle for public education any longer. Why is this my personal and professional obligation??? However I think this deal is weak weak weak. I also think its the best we are going to get. Ideologically I'm on the fence but my wallet will vote YES.Delete Reply SirThinksToo MuchSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:54 PM My wife and I will be voting "Yes" on Thursday for it is the middle path. The easy path would have been for us to go back to school with E-80 & E-81 over our heads. The difficult path would be for us to vote "No" and put our mortgage at risk and having to continue asking retired parents for handouts to feed a family with three kids. The middle path is the wisest choice for us considering the current political climate in which those who do not teach are the quickest to judge it harshly.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:41 PM I understand that this is really tough for you! I almost died teaching a few month ago. I had to quit. Please consider holding on and say no. Remember the short loss in salary will be offset in the LONG-RUn by better salary increase. This is a joke! They will be laughing at you even more if we accept this. This is a very bad deal! However, I do respect your position!Delete Reply DaleSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:16 AM Why would classroom conditions be better on October 9th after being legislated back? We have been outplayed because of our stubborn refusal to outdated, tired old tactics. It is because of these actions that have led us to this terrible deal. Time to reset, regroup and stock up for the long haul. Can't do it if half the members commit hara kiri on themselves. We are a union of professionals not a cult. ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:49 AM Could not agree more.Delete schreck!September 17, 2014 at 9:44 AM Could you please advise which tactics you believe could have been used to secure a superior deal?Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:47 AM Full disclosure: I'm a BC Liberal supporter. The only people who would benefit from a NO vote are the BC Liberals. Teachers would be bargaining with no leverage whatsoever and would be viewed by a large segment of the population as unreasonable. The BC Liberals then get portray themselves as the only party capable of dealing with the BCTF. schreck! says that the BCTF has the government on the ropes, but he couldn't be farther from the truth. The government wants people to view the BCTF as their primary opponent. Disputes like this just shore up the BC Liberal base and protect its right flank. Any half-baked recall campaign will only reinforce that. It's true teachers aren't going to recoup the lost wages from the strike. I would suggest to you that that means this job action was probably not in teachers' interests, especially without any sort of appreciable strike fund. This is the best deal teachers were ever going to get with this government and people should have been able to recognize that in June. If you want my advice (which you probably don't), it would be to spend the next 5 years building up a strike fund, electing better leaders, and hiring a professional negotiating team. Don't bring a knife to a gunfight and expect things to go well. Focus on getting the best deal you can from whoever the government is rather than trying to change the government, the HST, Kinder Morgan or a thousand different issues that distract from education and erode the union's finances further. You'd be doing yourself a favour, and probably doing the NDP a favour at the same time. Also, if schreck! is David Schreck, you can thank his opposition to STV for the last two BC Liberal majorities. I know I do.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:11 PM One step would be to stop making political contributions to the NDP. This only contributes to the childish animosity and lack of trust that has constantly characterized negotiations. How else can the Socreds/Liberals view teachers except as enemies when they so publicly support their opponents. This stupid confrontational immature approach has to STOP!!!!! Education should not be a political fight when it is so obviously a valuable benefit to our society. It was an NDP government that legislated teachers back to work in 1993. Stop making education a political fight.Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:10 PM I don't think they have to go that far. CUPE and the Nurses still contribute to the NDP yet they don't have the same acrimonious relationship. CUPE and the Nurses just make their members their priority, and broader advocacy second.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:55 PM Ryan (possibly a Liberal paid commenter), with all due respect, I disagree with you. The cumulative increase in lieu of this will be better. Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can. I say to Iker, ask for 6% over 3 years because these people love to play the 15% over 15 year game to make it so big on the surface. Some people think that this is 15% every year. Believe me! I have seen it in comment sections. Others believe that the 15% is too high not understanding that they must divide things over the duration of the contract. It is time that we play it smarter. It is time to put the foot down and ask for money given to us by other unions, if it is needed. Banks can accept one late mortgage payment. It would be suicidal for them to not help. Imagine the possible damage if that ever leaks out. They could lose a lot in teacher money. I for one would pull my money out of a bank in support! Teachers are going to show this government that we have a spine! Enough is enough! Aren't you tired of being treated like kids? (Retired teacher who almost died in a car accident because of work conditions that were horrendous. I had to quit.)Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 AM Not paid by the BC Liberals. I pay them actually... :/ I imagine astroturfers of any affiliation wouldn't disclose their bias. "Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can." How did that work in May 2013? If the teachers reject a contract that their own union endorsed, it will make teachers seem unreasonable. Whether that perception is true or fair is irrelevant. It's what will happen, and teachers will be weaker as a result. Take my advice. Build up a strike fund and focus on the internal governance of the BCTF for the next 6 years. You'll be better off for it. Or not. I don't mind you or others making it easier for the party I support to get elected. I'd just rather not see kids and teachers hurt in the process.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:37 AM Ah! The "don't-hurt-kids" card, hey, when you have underfunded education for 12 years! WOW! That takes the cake! Are your trolling? Oh! You are serious? :) Would you be surprised if I don't follow your advice, considering your lack of logic? Would you be surprised if others don't follow your advice? It is ttue that bullies like you and your ilks love to show who is the boss, who is the teacher now! I suspect that is at the root of the problem! No one wants to fail in school! No one wants to get the strap! Sad that today's teachers don't like it too! But, who cares, we are ... teachers! We deserve it! BAH! BAH! BAH!Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:22 PM That's fine. I look forward to another 16 years of BC Liberal government.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:41 PM 16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate! Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan! Sociopaths do that!Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 9:35 AM "16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate!" 16 years of our opponents still don't understand why they lost. Like I said, that's fine with me. If I said the Liberals would be in power for at least another 13 years back in 2004 you probably would have laughed too. Heck, if I told you on May 13 last year that the BC Liberals would be reelected on May 14 you'd probably have laughed too. And you were wrong. Why is that? Answer that question if you want the NDP to win the next election. Without a correct answer to it, the NDP's cause is hopeless. "Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan!" You feel they are flawed, and that's fine. I don't go around calling people who disagree with me sociopaths, nor do I accuse them of being paid shills. But I also don't feel much need to address your ad hominems. There are logical arguments to support your position, but argumentum ad hominem is not one of them. It's a textbook logical fallacy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 1:15 PM Ah! Now I get it! It is all ego-based! You think because you voted the winning party that you are a winner and we are losers! You think because you predicted that the Liberals would win, you are winner. That does not make YOU a winner or the Liberals! It is called DEMOGRAPHICS, you expletives. The baby boomers are getting old and because they have more assets and won't make a whole lot more for too long, they need to vote a govn't who is going to do just that! It is not rocket science! WOW! You think you are so superior when your party stole an election with 47% of the popular vote. That's not a majority and your party should not have been elected. BTW, did you delete from your ethical memory the words Ethnic voting scandal? The field is slanted and you know it. However, you are so willing to minimize, forget the scams and bad fairplay tactics like a sociopath is allowed to minimize or ignore his or victims emotions that you don't see that you are the loser, we are the victim of your constant bullying. 1% wage increases after years of 0% increases and you can justify that when Yahoo reports that the average Canadian can hope to get 2.5% this and next year: https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html You Liberals behave like fascists, but we can't call you that because that's not allowed! Well! Guess what? It is and you are. Live with it! You keep on dreaming you are a genius! :) I am retired, getting soon a nice pension, and laughing at you from a beach somewhere! AHAHA! Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 2:14 PM What's with the name calling Peter? For someone claiming to be retired you really don't show the wisdom of age. For someone who talks about logic, you use logical fallacies like ad hominems a lot too. It's a fair point that the BC Liberals didn't get a majority of the vote (and I'm a very big supporter of electoral reform). The BC Liberals + Conservatives did though, and I don't think it's realistic to expect the BC Conservatives to have been more generous had they been part of government. Last time I checked I just voted. I didn't "victimize" anyone. Perhaps your rage is misplaced. If you think the election was "stolen" I'm afraid I have to question your grasp on reality though. "Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?" I'm glad you'll have a pleasant retirement Peter. I have no ill will towards you. I'm not sure why you think I do. I'm not saying people were *right* to vote BC Liberal. That's a matter of opinion. All I'm saying is people *did* vote BC Liberal. More voted BC Liberal than BC NDP for the last 5 elections in a row actually. You need to understand why that happened in order to change it for the next election. Clearly you're not interested in that though. Which is fair enough. Just remember next time you're upset about something the BC Liberals do that your lack of interest is part of why the BC Liberals get elected at all.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 3:23 PM I love your culture --or the lack of thereof! Guess what, stop thinking averybody is white and must follow your little rules. Namecalling? Sociopath? Whaaaat? And, what if you are? Still can't call you that? :) You fascist right-wingers are big on censorship! I just don't like you giving us lessons on how to get the NDP in. As stated, people are voting right of the NDP because it is a matter of demographics and a little ethnic vote buying on the side. The rest is mumbo jombo. Yes, of course, they will have to go on strike in the future and yes they will have to build a strike fund. The Liberals stole that from the BCTF too! And, you wonder why I don't have any respect for them? Yes, electoral reform is needed! We agree!Delete Reply JJ GeorgeSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:46 AM As a parent, I support the teachers and respect whether they choose to vote yes or no. However I noticed a discrepancy here from other information I've read regarding prep time for elementary teachers. Here it states minimal improvement to prep time - only 10 minutes per week being added. Elsewhere I read that it is 100 minutes per week for prep, increasing by an additional 10 minutes in the final year. That is a significant difference, and worth noting. Or have I completely misunderstood?ReplyDelete Replies Anne-MarieSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:59 AM Elementary teachers currently have 90 minutes of preparation time per week so an increase to 100 minutes per week is only gaining 10 minutes. In other provinces and some private schools they have as much as 45 minutes of prep time per day.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:56 PM Thank you for inquiring!Delete DW ZSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:57 PM You're right JJ George. There is a significant difference around the province regarding preparation times. In my district elementary teachers currently get 100 minutes of prep time. This new proposal is useless to me. I'll have to wait 6 years to gain an extra 10 minutes. Delete Reply UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:11 AM Almost nobody gets cost of living adjustments. Also inflation is NOT 2%. Do some research and look at the CPI for BC over the last 24 months. The average over the last 2 years is 0.7%, not 2%. The CPI changes every month so you cant just look at the highest month and declare that THE inflation rate. Check out the 12 month averages document for the actual numbers. http://www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/StatisticsBySubject/Economy/ConsumerPriceIndex.aspx All that being said I support the teachers. if you think this is a bad deal as a parent my dream would be for the teachers to vote no but continue bargaining because I do think the kids need to be in school and I do fear that the teachers will lose all support if the strike continues. All I ask as a parent is that you do your own research and try not to be swayed by all the opinions. ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:01 AM Inflation for August was 2.1% (http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/economy/cpi-report-expected-to-reveal-rise-in-canadas-core-inflation-rate/article20593943/). The CPI is a year-over-year calculation.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:43 AM Inflation should be looked at as a yearly average, not an individual month.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:34 PM The lawyers do not believe we have compromised our court deal. Our leadership would not have sold us out. We dodged a bullet. The Premier had something loaded even if we are not sure what it was. The idea that we could simply return to work is not guaranteed. I think a no vote could easily lead to the Liberals locking us out again because the Premier wants to crush us and she will use any excuse. She did not want to take the advice of her people and do this deal. I am certain a plan for drastic action (where we have to take the concessions they had planned) or worse - was in place. We can't guarantee the press will do any better job explaining the complexities should we say no. They rarely sided with us in markets outside of Vancouver where people are more political and they often misled or allowed others to mislead. They are not helping and would sensationalize. This would see dissolution of support very quickly - especially if we asked for wages. (Though admittedly it angers me that we can't ask for wages without being accused of being greedy when that is what most bargaining units do). But we have argued this is about kids and while this is not ideal - it is better to have teachers than not. The deal does suck in that it does not bring us to par - but this fight needs to be won with a strategy that is political and capacity will do that in another round. We have some support - but it is limited to the choir. We need to have the pews too. We need to build that capacity while working and continue to find allies because the fight is bigger than most people want to consider. This is about ideology and about privatization. Education always was political but never more so than now and we have to fight this party or the conservatives who would do the same or worse. No teacher who is responsible can ignore the politics any longer. That is simply the truth. If you work in the system you better get informed and you better be prepared to fight until retirement for the system. That said, I want to ask the same question others are asking: Why is this the job of 42,000 teachers and not the job of all citizens who want equality to fight for this right? It is time (while the conversation is still on-going and up to and including election night) for us to guide the public where we can but mainly play our part by not propping the system up. Make poverty known. Make noise about shortfalls, ask questions (in the media or in board offices ) about who is going to fix it instead of paying ourselves, volunteer some but wait for the pubic to step up so they see what schools lack. I hate the deal too. But I trust Vince Ready and Iker and I don't think we could have done better right now. I think we dodged a bullet because I have read everything this government has put out and followed the trail. They plan to privatize and they are just looking for the route. Voting YES for now does not mean we are giving up. It does not mean a win in the way we wanted but we have won a battle that will lead to us winning the war. If we don't rest up and stock up we might not get there.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:57 PM Well, if it is bigger than just this battle, then we will need ALL the unions to strike if they do indeed use drastic (draconian) measures. I say it is time for ALL of the unions to call a general strike. I guarantee that they will not like that one bit. What will they do then? Call the army? :) People in Europe, at the end of the 19th century stood up in mines. General strikes do occur in Europe and have. If you think you had it tough, think of them who stood tall for US in tougher times and conditions. Make sacrifices. Sell furniture. Tutor on the side. Ask for the BCTF money. Ask your banker to help. As friends and relatives. If we say NO, it won't last long. If they legislate us back, let's call a general province-wide strike of all unions. Delete Reply Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:47 AM Between CC's smug smile as she celebrates slaughtered teachers and Jim Iker's goofy grin - seemingly unaware that he has been a willing puppet, I am thoroughly disgusted. Over the next 5 years, teachers will be in an increasingly bad situation financially, classrooms will continue to be too large and complex with increasing medical, social and environmental issues impacting academic delivery. It could not be less obvious that things will continue to worsen. The Liberals have ensured that BC is rapidly becoming the Canadian Monaco for rich off shore interests and wealthy corporations. Soon the underpaid "workers" will have to be bussed in daily to Vancouver - Asian style. The only recourse is to move to just about any other province and bring in up to $100,000 more over the six years with much less cost of living. So we are bailing, encouraged by friends who have gotten positions in Manitoba and Alberta. My colleagues and I discovered through contacting several school boards across Canada that specialist (special needs and behavioural) and secondary science teachers are in particular demand. I want to work in a professional, respectful environment where the needs of all children are considered a priority and where I feel inspired to do my best. However, I want my vote to reflect the wishes of teachers who will be here over the next 6 (5) years, so very much appreciate your blog and opportunity to read the comments.ReplyDelete Bert SlaterSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:11 AM To vote YES will throw away 12 years of effort, and 2 victories in BC Supreme Court. To vote YES will be to snatch defeat from the jaws of victory. If you vote YES what bargaining power do you think you will have - the government will do nothing, and then what do you think you will do - take job action? PLEASE VOTE NO.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:59 PM Time to show you have a spine!Delete Reply RodSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:06 AM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Cool HandSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 AM Wouldn't a 'No' vote be a vote of no confidence in the BCTF itself?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:02 AM Not at all. It is just a message to the leadership we need to do better. The strength of the union is the members, and we support the leadership by giving them direction through democratic means.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:40 PM I disagree. How else can a recommendation by the EC to vote yes be interpreted? Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:00 PM I am sure people will interpret this both ways, but it is a vote. If it is supposed to be a "Yes", because it might be interpreted one way, then why bother having a vote?Delete Kate TSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:07 AM Yes , it would be. I don't think we could come out much better than this with this government. How will a No obtain that? Christy will be happy, she can declare the BCTF gone and roll out her plan to privatize. Delete Reply David DeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:06 AM A no vote would be a rejection of a the court victories defied by the government and an inadequate deal containing some vague promises that won't meet the needs of teachers or students on class size and other important issues.In Ontario elementary teachers get 200 minutes of prep time per 5 day cycle. I know there is financial hardship, but the union has received close to $2 million in donations from other unions; is there no way of accessing hardship funds? At minimum, vote no and return to work on work to rule with various strike options.ReplyDelete Erica JonesSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:25 AM This article actually makes me so mad. It is NOT better for the kids that they have missed almost all of june and all of september. This is what you signed up for in BC as a teacher. Get on board or GET OUT.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:20 PM Is this really what teachers signed up for? At my high school, each class has about 30 kids, with an average of 17 kids per classroom with an identified learning disability. Our district says that there should be no more than 4 kids per classroom.. How do you expect non-specialist teachers to help each student when over half of them require more resources because of a learning disability? Furthermore, are you generalizing the "better-ness" to all the kids in BC? Because I don't think that it would be better if kids went back considering the learning environment isn't up to par. There are barely any Education Assistants, and support teachers for the multitude of children who need them. While I recognize and appreciate your enthusiasm for education, please realize that the public school system isn't a daycare. Also, please think about your words and the learning environment prior to speaking out. By the way, we're not an autocracy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:08 PM I can understand your frustration! Understand mine! I almost died at 7:30 pm one night returning from teaching a FI split class with several students who did not get enough support or no support at all. The principal expressed to me that he expected me to teach 2 different social studies programs and 2 different science programs. ANYONE I talked to knows that this is impossible to do, especially in French Immersion when kids get no support at home and books are often too hard for students to read. I had to quit my job. I did it for me and did it for the kids. I was like a surgeon who is asked to operate on 5 patients with an old scalpel with 2 inexperienced nurses. Predictably, 4 patients would die and I would be reprimanded! Teachers are put in terrible conditions and kids too. I hope you have the openmind to consider the reality of this honest personal anecdote. I also wish you to understand that this is likely not an isolated incident. What will it take? A kid to commit suicide because he or she is not getitng enough support?Delete Reply hilarySeptember 17, 2014 at 10:29 AM It is incorrect to equate lost funding with what the teachers would have received in grievances. The two are not equivalent. The starting position of the BCTF was $225M, so they never expected $3B to resolve grievances. I'm also interested to know where you get your figures on overcrowded classrooms. A recent Globe and Mail article says that classrooms are, on average, smaller than the caps set in 2002.ReplyDelete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:36 AM The signing bonus should be roughly $2500 each: 105 million divided by 41 thousand.ReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:53 AM It is not that simple. The $105 million is to be allocated by the union. The term "signing bonus" has been crossed off on the signed document. Some of that money may be used to pay union debts. Don't know this but clarification would be useful.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:16 PM Just quoting from the CBC news website, "And finally there are details of $105-million fund to settle grievances stemming from the ongoing court case. The BCTF says that money will be given out as a signing bonus, with specific amount yet to be determined."Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:34 AM I think it would be smart to put at least part of it into your strike fund.Delete Reply WheelsSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:55 AM If the money is used as a signing bonus, it should be based on FTEReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:12 PM Yes I am sure it will be based on FTE. The question is how much of the $105 Million is actually distributed. This is up to the union, and I am told that it is yet to be decided.Delete GuruSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:44 PM And don't forget all the retired teachers who are entitled to a share of it.Delete Reply Geoff OrmeSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:18 PM In another discussion of this someone suggested that under BC Labour Law a no vote means rejection of the proposed deal, and that means the strike continues until either: - the union in question elects to stand down - another tentative deal is presented or - the government imposes a legislated contract. I think the last of these is the most likely, and I believe the legislated contract would be draconian and brutal. What do you think, Tara? Also, I would appreciate your thoughts on Sandy Garossino's comments at https://storify.com/Garossino/should-teachers-accept-the-contractReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:14 PM If this is so, in a few month (likely a couple of years), teachers will win so much more with a Supreme Court judgment! It is possible that the Liberals know that the higher courts are stacked by Liberal judges (that is what happen when judges are chosen, not elected). In any case, a negative settlement (or not a great judgment) will galvinize the public to reform the way the Supreme court judges are being chosen. I doubt that any govn't will want that to happen. A legislated contract will make the LIbs look like sociopaths and dictators.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:47 PM Peter I think you are expecting far too much from the public, many of whom are only paying attention to this matter due to kids being home from school. The public are not remotely this savvy on the political process.Delete Reply IslanderSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:09 PM I am a continuing education teacher. We have it even worse and we are not listened to enough about our poor conditions. Those include no prep time (and we do have to mark and do report cards many times a year sometimes and commonly for 30 students in a class), travelling to different schools with no compensation, and having next to no breaks in between 3 hour classes. I worked for two years with no lunch break and taught 6 hours straight (just 15 min. breaks) to be told, "don't complain since there are others who will do it". We then got 15 min. breaks in between classes. Most of our students are wealthy immigrants, many who try to stay in classes as long as possible since the classes are free. After spending a year in Germany, I realize how better organized it is where the immigrants pay to learn the language on a sliding scale, and have to pay for a student book as well for each class. We do not even have text books, but photocopy so much at tax payers' expense. This is not right. I then teach summer school since we were not on a 12 month continual salary and most of those students are also immigrants (at least 75%). This is also free and it is becoming so common and the new immigrants know this is free babysitting and tutoring. I think one main problem is that we have so many new immigrants in our classes who need ESL like this article states about our inclusion style of education nowadays: http://www.vancouversun.com/life/Shelley+Fralic+trouble+with+schools/10203596/story.html I am honored to be teaching and like my job, but it does get exhausting especially since I need two or three jobs to pay the mortgage that I now no longer have.. back to renting since it all I can afford in this city that has become so expensive. And many don't realize that it is very very difficult to get to full time work as a teacher here. There was a formula that made it take about 10 years to get to f/t (now finally changed). I have been without pay for 3 months, and now had to finally rent a place in anticipation of returning to work, so I have to vote "yes", but please keep the comments coming for what alternatives we have. Maybe we have to just educate the public in a better way than picketing; maybe get out and walk around malls and talk to people and hand out pamphlets on how this liberal government is hurting this. Most Asians (probably just the new who are from such a different system) are already against the teachers since they do not seem to understand what is going on. http://www.vancouversun.com/Business/asia-pacific/Chuck+Chiang+Many+Asian+families+place+blame/10202757/story.htmlReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:17 PM First of all, myn thoughts are with you! I think your ideas about using different strategies is smart. Picketing is not a very good strategy to let people know about things. I think using the membership to flood media comment sections would be more effective. Going to talk to the public might be a good idea along with this, I think. Phone the BCTF and ask for support.Delete Reply Marsha HolleySeptember 17, 2014 at 1:36 PM A teachers wife Vote no you have come to far to back down. It is a -----Y DEAL. ReplyDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:45 PM Ask yourself WHY teachers cannot get 1/2 of the average increase in salary of the private sector? (The Libs will tell you because there are sooooooo many teachers, but I also hear that there are provinces where there is a need for teachers!) TORONTO - A new study says that Canadians, on average, can expect about the same size salary increase next year as in 2014. Human resources consultants Pal Benefits says a survey of 401 organizations, mainly in Ontario, Alberta and British Columbia, projected salary increase for 2015 at an average of 2.79 per cent. That was almost unchanged from the 2.74 per cent average increase projected in last year's survey. Meanwhile, in addition to the average salary increase remaining relatively steady year over year, the survey found that the percentage of employers who plan to freeze salaries appears to have stabilized at eight per cent —in the same percentages as was projected in 2014. Breaking down the numbers further, the survey found the average salary increase anticipated in the engineering, financial services and high technology sectors was three per cent. That compared with an average of 2.5 per cent on the low end for organizations in durable manufacturing. https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.htmlReplyDelete "Mama Rose"September 17, 2014 at 9:12 PM I used to agree with you, Tara, and appreciate you bringing these items to your blog to get us all thinking. But after a very long night and day of research and discussion, I realize I will be voting yes tomorrow. Here is why: I don't care about salary or benefit increases. That is not why I went on strike. I don't care if this tentative deal is not good for teachers. That's not why I went on strike either. For me, the single most important issue is class size and composition. I want to work in a classroom where I have enough time and resources available to me to adequately help all the students I teach. And while it is true that this tentative deal will not change anything in the classrooms right now (or at least most of our classrooms), I realized that we couldn't actually make changes in that area because the issues of cs and c is before the courts. When I made that connection and realized that this round of bargaining was really about a "good enough" agreement regarding wages, then the deal seems, well... good enough. BUT, the best part, is the language the BCTF legal team made around the furture court decision (the re-opener). They have it in writing that if we win the court case (which is likely) and when we have to start bargaining class size and comp again (that is exactly what Justice Susan Griffin said we would have to do) we will be STARTING from the 2002 levels. To make this simple to understand, I explained it to my friends using a number line. With this new language, the BCTF starts the next round of bargaining at say a 50. The government will want us to go to 10 or 15, and we'll compromise and end up maybe 25. But WITHOUT that language, we would have started bargaining at a 10 and only gone down from there. So I do believe it is the best deal possible, it still factors in the biggest issue (from my perspective), we do not lose the important gains of the past, and most importantly, everyone gets to go back to school.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 PM Mam Rose, I appreciate your point of view and your courage. However, let me point out to you and the readers that a decision at the BC supreme court might not turn out the way teachers anticipate. We all know that judges are appointed and who does the appointing? "All justices of the BCSC (including the position of Chief Justice and Associate Chief Justice) are appointed by the federal cabinet, on recommendation of the Minister of Justice. Masters are appointed by the provincial cabinet, on recommendation of the Attorney General in consultation with the Chief Justice." (Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Supreme_Court_of_British_Columbia) Now, I would like to think that all of those people are objective, but they are appointed and we know that there are political appointments. They have a lot of discretion over the laws and judgments. I am willing to bet that the BC Liberals do know this and are betitng the farm (or do they know something we don't know) that the Supreme Courts are stacked against teachers? So, I am not sure if we can count on a WIN if we proceed with the court ruling. I think we would be better to negotiate and negotiate a better deal.Delete Reply retaSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:57 AM Yes...no...yes...no...The last two days have been this. I’ve read so many articles and comments over the past few months and, I can say, I have learned a lot. I know this is not a great deal for teachers right now. I will be voting yes. This is why… 1. The children. Without going into the multiple issues (e.g., grad, post secondary, trades, sports, global education/trips, planned activities, those with varying degrees of special needs, those that need a soft place to land, etc., etc.) the children need to get on with their education. 2. The parents. For many parents, this strike is a financial burden. We do not like to be called baby sitters, but for many living below the poverty line, school is a financial relief. Winter is coming; gas bills will be expensive. 3. Poverty. Remember, BC has the highest child poverty rate in Canada. Schools feed and clothe numerous children. 4. The other systems educators work collaboratively with. MFCD, CYMH, foster parents, group homes, and the multitude of non-profit agencies that support vulnerable children and families are bursting at the seams. We are a part of that team. 5. CUPE. While some have been paid during this strike, that money is coming from districts. It was not provided by the government. And, CUPE is a partner in education - from the bus drivers to the tech dept to custodians to secretaries to EAs and so on. 6. Small Businesses. In our little towns, the school district is the number one employer. There is a direct cause-effect relationship between loss of wage and loss of business. 7. Money. The amount of money that is needed to reverse the erosion of the public education system over numerous years cannot be recouped in one sitting. This agreement is a start. It’s not much but the stage has been set. 8. THE COURT CASE. That is why we were on strike. All the other stuff could have been resolved months ago, but our government was working hard to make the court case go away. Well, it still exists. I consider that the victory. We live to fight another day (as rhetorical as that sounds) AND I hope people actually read the ruling and think critically about how a loss could impact the future of the Charter of Rights, and the power of government to contravene those rights. I am guessing we will vote to ratify as so many fear “what’s next?” from this government. It’s nasty business, and I think legislation would be next. VALUING PUBLIC EDUCATION needs to come from a STRONG, CONSISTENT public voice. If we do ratify the agreement, and those in the profession and public think we've given up, we have not. We’ve been fighting for years. We just haven’t been heard… until now. ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:21 AM I understand your point of view, but sometimes you have to fight to get what you want. This is a VERY bad deal, considering: Other people get on average 2.5% salary increases last year and this year and the next and the rest of us get 1% and must feel happy if we do.? (https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html) THIS DEAL is a horrendously BAD deal for kids/parents as well, of course. We are going to continue to be humiliated and be the laughing stock of many people of this province. After a decade of paycuts, WOW, this is what they are willing to offer! WOW! WOW! WOW!Delete Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:30 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Reply Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:37 PM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:08 PM Let's cross our fingers! I think we need a general strike by all unions if CC legislates teachers back. It is time to put the foot down and tell her and the Liberals that, as in the movie Network,"I am mad as hell and I won't take it anymore!"Delete Reply Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 8:26 PM Needs help on some stats for an online debate Looking for the last 10 or 15 years of contractual salary increases in %. So, 1% for 2001, 0% for 2002,...ReplyDelete Children FirstSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:00 PM Well it's all done now. Really hope the teacher's can find another angle to deal with class size and composition as well as student funding. The government will make sure the coming court case never swings your way no matter what. 2nd most expensive place to live in the the world!!! Wonder why and where the money goes??? ReplyDelete AnonSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 PM I'm an outsider, but have followed closely this whole fiasco and this is a RAW deal. Your union hung you out to dry on this one - taking a really bad deal (clearly no one from the BCTF had rudimentary math skills in their toolbox) and then publicly encouraging to the media that teachers accept the deal....what choice did you have - a no vote would have outraged the public. I could go on and on, but the bottom line, in my opinion, is that your union better get some stronger leaders who are PR and technology savvy. Out with Iker and the rest of those who bargained on your behalf - they just got ......well , we know that happened. Whew, can't even believe how screwed you got, absolutely amazing - nothing meaningful gained in the big picture and only very minor gains for a small group of people, bigger losses for the majority.. Wow - I better stop now. Best of luck. Thanks for all you do for our children. ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ▼  September (9) Reflections on the BC Teacher Strike BC Teacher strike - Lessons learned Response to Sandy Garossino Will the Education Fund improve classroom conditio... Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Class composition: a human rights perspective Class size and composition - a short visual histor... Guest post - I WILL HOLD THE LINE Teachers - let your leadership know it is time to ... ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=23292,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 23, Number 7, May/June 2011 Cirque Surrey By Jude Campbell A clown in a crinoline shouts from the door, “Ms. Brazzill wants everyone on stage. Now.” The 35 performers interrupt their excited banter. They thread their way through the cluttered green room, piled high with stilts and hoops, costumes, and makeup mirrors. Cirque Surrey disappears to rehearse. Cirque Surrey is a new youth circus troupe, the product of a mentorship program begun this past fall. The initiative is the result of an inspired collaboration between Marnie Perrin, artistic director of the Surrey Children’s Festival and Laurie Brazzill, Kwantlen Park Secondary School’s drama specialist. The seed of the project was sown during Marnie Perrin’s experience growing up in Surrey. As a youngster she found her sport and academic interests supported but found few opportunities to develop arts interests. To find arts education for herself she had to head to Vancouver, where she trained as an actor and professional stilt walker. She wanted to see that change. As current artistic director of the Surrey festival, Perrin envisions offering a continuum of experiences encouraging students’ artistic and leadership development. At the site, they can first attend professional shows as elementary students and participate in arts activities. Later, many continue exposure to performances through volunteering, mentored by professionals. Still later, some develop artistically and come back as performers. Laurie Brazzill, a former colleague of Perrin’s, runs an ambitious after-school theatre program at Kwantlen Park Secondary School. Students audition for places and are a dedicated, professional bunch. Theatre Company was committed to a heavy schedule for the year and had enlisted Perrin’s professional expertise to construct stilts for characters in their first play. All this changed in November, when Perrin called the school to say she’d received funding to support training students in circus skills. The timeline was very tight. Training would have to begin immediately, with two sessions each week and an expectation that students practise skills at home. Their first public performance would be at the City of Surrey’s Winterfest event in February. “Would your students like to do it?” she asked Brazzill. Brazzill jumped at the opportunity and her kids ate it up, pledging total commitment. Skills sessions with professionals began immediately. With Simon Jukes, a juggler and stilt-walker, an intense work rhythm was established. First came juggling, then plate spinning and diablos (Chinese yoyos). Mike Battie and David C. Jones joined Jukes and Brazzill and work proceeded on improv skills and individual character development. The process moved swiftly. “With only three weeks to go,” said Brazzill, “the kids were getting revved up about Winterfest. It was time to construct stilts.” One performer recalled this period, “We went into the wood shop and just started. We had our own little production line. All I remember is a lot of woodcutting, gluing, tons of padding and duct tape, some bicycle tire, and a pile of drilling and hard labour.” The work paid off. With only two weeks to go performers were finally up on stilts and doing well. Even the “artsy” students, some of whom had never shown any interest in sports, demonstrated a newfound sense of athleticism and physical confidence. Allison Roy, a costume and character designer, came on board next and helped students shape ideas for their developing characters. One morning she marched 30 students to the local Value Village where they trolled the aisles for costume treasures. Considerable nipping, tucking, and chopping later, the troupe looked sharp and performance ready. Winterfest afternoon arrived, icy and snowing, but Cirque Surrey’s first performance went ahead to an estimated crowd of 6,000 people. “We were wearing about seven layers,” said one performer. “It didn’t look like it but we were.” Students were amazed by the response from the public. “It was really fun meeting little kids as a character. They really thought I was a clown. It was cool because all the parents would take pictures and you could look online and see yourself, ’ said one. Another performer was wowed by how willing kids were to interact and try things. “They’d look at us with fascinated eyes and when we asked if they wanted to try they’d come running up to us,” she recounted. “Winterfest, went off like hotcakes,” said Brazzill. “The kids were totally jazzed. It’s exciting performing with an audience that’s so close. You gain tremendous confidence and instant appreciation, especially with children. You come off on a real high. There’s also a lot of pride for students in being Surrey’s representatives as a youth circus.” Brazzill went further, “This program has had enormous benefits for our school and the community. We are an inner-city school. A great number of our students couldn’t afford to do this outside. The fact that the kids are involved and committed; it’s a good fit. Students do things here that are far healthier than other things that might happen out on the street. It’s also fine to offer them additional skills they can use when they leave school.” Asked for her thoughts on the group, Perrin related how impressed she was by the diversity of the group. “They ranged from the stunningly beautiful, fashionable kids to the tall and gangly, some well-spoken and others shy, hailing from many ethnic backgrounds. It was wonderful to see them come alive at Winterfest to create work together.” “I see great potential for this group,” she continued. “The buzz is out there in the community. They’ve already been asked to perform at other events. Those students who excelled in the program this year will be approached by the City of Surrey and invited to perform as junior professionals at future events. Next year we plan to find a home at an arts centre and open the troupe up to all students in the city. Some of the current troupe will come back as junior instructors.” Students I spoke to were unflinching in their enthusiasm for the program. “It’s really exciting,“ said one. “Being up on stilts is so cool. It’s not something you get to do everyday, learn to spin plates or juggle. You slowly become ambidextrous and our juggling teacher tells us it makes you smarter.” One Grade 12 student said it would tear her heart to leave behind the first material that she developed on her own, and seeing those kids’ faces, the lighting up of the eyes, the smiles. “The best thing we are going to get out of here are the memories. It’s a once in a lifetime chance.” Asked if they’d take part if they could next year, one young man summed up the general response, “If I have the opportunity to do it again, I’m 99.9% sure I would.” As Teacher goes to press the troupe is looking forward to performing over three days at the Surrey Children’s Festival from May 26–28. They’ll work with their teacher, Simon Jukes, teaching juggling and stilt-walking to students attending the festival and will join professional performers roving on site. For now it’s back to the dressing room to prepare. The youth skills mentorship program is made possible by a partnership with the Arts Council of Surrey, the Surrey Children’s Festival and Winterfest, with a grant received through the BC Spirit Festivals. They are currently seeking funding to make Cirque Surrey a sustainable program. Jude Campbell is a Surrey retired teacher. For more information, contact Marnie Perrin at LPerrin@surrey.ca. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=30594,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2013 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 26, Number 1, September 2013     Líenseignant a une responsabilité personnelle de faire un effort continu de perfectionnement professionnel par Marie-Claude Tremblay   En tant qu’enseignant des programmes francophones, de français de base ou d’immersion, nos besoins en perfectionnement professionnel prennent le bord pour une multitude de raisons : trop peu de profs dans le département pour payer les frais d’un animateur, les besoins de l’école ou du personnel enseignant ont la priorité ou bien on enseigne tellement de matières à plusieurs niveaux, on ne sait pas par où commencer. En outre, la bourse annuelle pour le perfectionnement professionnele ne couvre même pas les frais d’inscription à une conférence. Au lieu de passer la journée dans la salle de classe à faire de la correction ou de la préparation, y a-t-il autre chose que l’on peut faire? Serait-il possible de collaborer avec mes collègues même si les priorités d’un enseignant ou d’une enseignante en début de carrière ou de celui ou celle qui enseigne depuis belle lurette sont différentes? Sont-elles, en fait, si différentes? La FECB offre 2 programmes pour un enseignement de qualité. La recherche-action vous intéresse peut-être? Voilà une occasion parfaite pour collaborer avec des collègues de votre école, du conseil scolaire ou de plusieurs conseils scolaires, de diriger votre propre perfectionnement, de développer vos habiletés, d’approfondir vos connaissances en pédagogie ou d’explorer des stratégies innovatrices. La recherche-action offre à votre petite ou grande équipe des choix en matière de démarches et de stratégies d’enseignement. Elle peut enrichir votre planification, la collaboration, l’observation et les techniques de rédaction et de présentation. Elle encourage la réflexion, l’esprit d’enquête, la consultation des pairs, le soutien et le mentorat. La FECB offre des ateliers de formation et des séances de suivi avec des facilitateurs, du matériel d’enseignement et de suivi ainsi qu’un soutien continu. Le conseil scolaire et le syndicat local fournissent un financement pour la libération des fonctions pendant 5-6 séances, des coûts de formation sur place et un soutien sur une base continue. Le 2e programme est la collaboration entre enseignants; une occasion pour travailler avec des collègues et de renforcer les méthodes de travail et d’approfondir la compréhension de l’enseignement. Explorez des questions touchant à l’efficacité de l’enseignement et partagez idées et connaissance sur la pédagogie et les principes d’apprentissage par l’entremise d’activités de planification, d’enseignement et rétroaction avec un groupe de 3 personnes. Encore une fois, la FECB vous offre des ateliers de formation et des séances de suivi avec des facilitateurs, du matériel d’enseignement et un soutien continu. Pour les enseignants, il y a un engagement à l’égard du projet, vous devez assister aux séances de formation et vous contribuez à la mise en pratique dans votre école ou groupes d’écoles du conseil scolaire du Programme pour un enseignement de qualité (PEQ). Votre curiosité a été piquée? Pour le programme de recherche action, soumettez une demande conjointement par le CS ou l’école et votre syndicat local. Il faut un minimum de dix enseignants par groupe et un engagement d’une année. Pour le programme de collaboration, demandez une séance d’orientation pour le personnel enseignant ou pour un groupe d’écoles. Communiquez avec Michelle Hope au 604.871.1860 ou sans frais au 1.800.663.9163 (1860). N’oubliez pas les conférences annuelles. Celles de l’Association provinciale des professeurs d’immersion et du programme francophone (APPIPC) et de la BC Association of Teachers of Modern Language (BCATML) auront lieu le 25 octobre. Le Rond-point annuel pour les membres du SEPF aura lieu le 21 février 2014. La conférence annuelle pour nouveaux enseignants, suppléants et maîtres-stagiaires aura lieu le 28 février et 1er mars 2014. Serait-il aussi le moment de commencer un dialogue avec la représentante ou le représentant du perfectionnement professionnel de votre école ou de votre syndicat local? Pour avoir un oui, il faut poser la question même si on croit que la réponse sera un non! ––––––––––––––– Marie-Claude Tremblay, Bureau des programmes et services en français    Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12066,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2001 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 13, Number 6, April 2001 History texts should engage us by Keith Rispin As a student of Canadian History, I have been exposed ad-nauseum to countless mind-numbing texts on Canada’s illustrious history. Now that I am a teacher of Canadian history, I find myself subjecting my students to the same mind-numbing texts. Try as I might to supplement my curriculum with interesting and entertaining anecdotes from our past, the simple utterance of the words "history text" elicit a collective groan that could wake John A. himself. The carefully edited puff-ball versions of Canadian history in classroom texts have all the moxie of Melba toast; about all they inspire is sleep. We Canadians have been lulled into a complacent contempt for our history. We have engineered this indifference through the textual history we provide in the classroom. Last night I turned the final page of Will Ferguson’s book, Bastards and Boneheads, and could not help but feel that Ferguson could be the answer to Melba-toast texts in our schools. Ferguson , "Pierre Berton with attitude," delivers Canadian history in a factual but witty style. He would be a shot of Jack Daniels in a world of watered-down rhetoric. Ferguson pulls no punches in his version of Canadian history; he clearly defines the negative as well as the positive in the people and events that shaped Canada. A text by Ferguson would certainly be a shift from the feel-good versions of Canadian History available to us today. No longer would Mackenzie King be venerated as one of Canada’s greatest prime ministers. Instead students would learn of his anti-Semitic policies, and that his indifference to the plight of European Jews contributed to the deaths of thousands of people–an act, some would say, worthy of a seat at the Nuremberg trials next to Goering and Hess. No longer would battles on Canadian soil be boring and limited to the Plains of Abraham, New Brunswick, and the Red River Valley. Students would learn of the contribution and sacrifice of First Nations and that they were not simply noble savages or pawns in the struggle for nationhood but an active, vital force in the birth of our nation. Students would learn that the cast of characters who built Canada was diverse and not limited to a select few, whose stories were edited into a version that was fit to print. Canadian history is engaging and interesting if we take it for what it truly is, a ruthless immoral battle in a pit of historical vipers. At the end of Bastards and Boneheads, Ferguson states, "History is a verdict and we are all on the jury." Let’s give our children the facts in an engaging and honest way and let them judge for themselves. Calling Will Ferguson! Write us a textbook kids will take home and read. Keith Rispin teaches at West Vancouver Senior Secondary School, West Vancouver. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141007,www.huffingtonpost.ca,http://www.huffingtonpost.ca/naomi-lazarus/bc-schools-funding-isubsidizebced_b_5870234.html?utm_hp_ref=bc-teachers-strike-2014,It's Time For B.C. Teachers To Stop Lying To Parents | Naomi Lazarus View mobile site October 7, 2014 Huffpost Canada British Columbia ca Edition: ca Show/Hide Brasil BR Canada CA Deutschland DE España ES France FR Italia IT 日本 (Japan) JP 한국 (Korea) KR Maghreb MG United Kingdom UK United States US Region: BC Show/Hide All Canada Alberta British Columbia Québec (en français) Follow Newsletters Get Canada British ColumbiaNewsletters Email address Enter Email Address Huffington Post Search Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search iOS app Android app More Log in Create Account Notifications 0 $USERNAME Profile Settings Logout FRONT PAGE Politics Ford Still Doesn't Understand Racism 51 Kenney Posts Photos Of Iraqi Children To Make Case For ISIL Airstrikes 91 Clinton: Canadian Help In ISIL Fight 'Indispensable' 44 Unvetted Judge Joins Supreme Court 42 Canada Sends Advance Team To Middle East 109 Go to Politics More in Politics The Pulse Stephen Harper You Might Also Like US Politics UK Politics Business Porn Company Has A Raunchy Deal For Air Canada Pilots 3 Sun News Just Lost Its Main Source Of Content; What Now? 48 Canadian Cities Surprisingly Unpopular Destinations For Workers 0 This Is How You Rack Up U.S. Roaming Charges While In Canada 14 Look What China Might Actually Build 47 Go to Business More in Business Small Business Money You Might Also Like Tech TechCrunch Autoblog WorldPost Spanish Nurse First To Contract Ebola Outside West Africa 518 It's Been 3 Weeks Since Anyone's Seen Kim And Rumors Are Swirling 91 3 New Findings On ISIS Weapons That You Should Know About 0 Kurds Face Massacre In Syrian Border Town As Turkey Just Watches 334 American Held Hostage By ISIS: 'I Am Obviously Pretty Scared To Die' 70 Go to WorldPost More in WorldPost Foreign Affairs World Elections Arab Uprising Afghanistan War Syria Crisis You Might Also Like Travel Impact Living 100 Pumpkin Carvings That Will Inspire You 0 Fried Maple Leaves Are A Delicacy In Japan, And We're Jealous 6 WATCH: HuffPost Readers School Us On Toronto's Real Must-Eats 2 Toronto Dubbed Fourth Most Livable City In The World 0 33 Signs You Live In Liberty Village 1 Go to Living You Might Also Like Healthy Living Food Recipes Divorce Women Parentdish Green Post50 Weddings Style Best Halloween Costumes For Men And Women 0 Most Offensive Products In Retail 3 Canadian Model Coco Rocha Is Pregnant! 4 LOOK: Matthew McConaughey Wears 'Dazed And Confused' T-Shirt 1 Go to Style More in Style Beauty Fashion Celeb Style Entertaining and Etiquette Stylelist Canada Wedding Style Home Style You Might Also Like Style (U.S.) Weddings Stylelist Canada Entertainment Kris Jenner Opens Up About The Late Robert Kardashian 6 Blake Lively Is Pregnant! 30 Mariah Carey Proves She's Not Lip-Synching 42 Is This Where George Clooney And Amal Alamuddin Honeymooned? 7 Pregnant Kelly Rowland Poses Topless In Black And White Photo Shoot 2 Go to Entertainment You Might Also Like Music Celebrity TV Moviefone Arts The Glamorous History Of Pin-Up Like You've Never Seen It Before 3 1 Here Are A Bunch Of F*cking Delightful Artsy Cat Photos. You're Welcome. 3 This Is What It Really Looks Like To Be A Modern Day Nun 8 New Animation-Inspired Art Show Will Make You Yearn For Saturday Morning Cartoons 0 Go to Arts You Might Also Like Books Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Religion Alberta 20 Puppies Found Abandoned In Field 6 Anti-Abortion Postcard Targets Tory MP.. Again 26 Mystery 'GPO Girl' Turns Up In Calgary 0 Jim Prentice: Time A Critical Factor In Alberta Worker Shortage 12 Go to Alberta More in Alberta Alberta Politics Alberta Business Alison Redford Calgary Edmonton British Columbia B.C. Teen Killed By Train Was Wearing Headphones, Texting: RCMP 13 Anthem Singer's Fall Is Lesson In Showmanship 3 Pastafarian Loses B.C. Driver's Licence Over Holy Colander 0 Elderly Asian Women Attacked In Vancouver 0 Lawyers Of Convicted Surrey Six Gangsters Want Mistrial 3 Go to British Columbia More in British Columbia B.C. Politics B.C. Business Christy Clark Vancouver All Sections News Canada Politics Canada Business US Politics US Business World Media Sports Education Crime Weird News Good News Daily Finance Entertainment Entertainment Music TV Celebrity Comedy Arts Books Moviefone Life & Style Living Style Home Healthy Living Taste Weddings Travel Parents Divorce HuffPost 50 Marlo Thomas OWN Tech & Science Tech Science Green Techcrunch Engadget TUAW Joystiq Voices Impact Women Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Religion College Teen Local Quebec (French) Calgary Montreal Ottawa Toronto Vancouver Winnipeg Mapquest Patch.com Our Mobile Apps: iPhone iPad HuffPost Live iPad Android Phone Android Tablet British Columbia B.C. Politics B.C. Business Christy Clark Vancouver Anthem Singer's Fall Is Lesson In Showmanship 2014-10-05 23:32:54 Pastafarian Loses B.C. Driver's Licence Over Holy Colander 2014-10-06 20:10:58 45 Signs You're A Vancouver Canucks Fan 2014-10-04 00:27:49 B.C. Teen Killed By Train Was Wearing Headphones, Texting: RCMP 2014-10-07 02:49:46 Elderly Asian Women Attacked In Vancouver 2014-10-06 17:25:49 When It Comes to Jumbo Glacier Resort, All Questions Lead Back To Powerful Minister 2014-10-06 15:46:02 Aldergrove School Playground Condemned 2014-10-06 17:50:31 This Derelict Van 'Home' Costs $550/Month To Rent In B.C. 2014-10-03 16:05:46 LOOK: Stunning Scenes By B.C.'s October Photographer 2014-10-03 14:22:55 Vancouver Mom Who Killed Her 2 Babies Sentenced 2014-10-07 13:46:41 LOOK: Old Vancouver Bank's New Life 2014-10-03 17:52:32 Premier Denies Downplaying B.C. LNG Expectations 2014-10-06 20:57:52 Recognize This Photo? Here's The Story Behind It 2014-10-03 16:58:41 Lawyers Of Convicted Surrey Six Gangsters Want Mistrial 2014-10-06 18:59:52 Petronas Threatens To Delay B.C. LNG Project By A Decade 2014-10-06 14:02:15 Previous Story Next Story The Blog Featuring fresh takes and real-time analysis from HuffPost's signature lineup of contributors Naomi Lazarus Become a fan Costume Designer, Mother Email It's Time For B.C. Teachers To Stop Lying To Parents Posted: 09/23/2014 3:48 pm EDT Updated: 09/25/2014 2:59 pm EDT Share Tweet Email Comment tumblr reddit I work in the arts. I work an average of 57 hours a week, and last year I broke even for the first time in my 11-year career. I will never own a home in my hometown. We don't have nearly enough saved up for retirement, or our daughter's university tuition. We live paycheque to paycheque. (My husband's paycheques. Because I work in the arts.) So when I found out that B.C. teachers -- who make five to 10 times what I do -- were going on strike, abruptly ending my daughter's very first year of school and delaying the start of her second, and costing me hundreds of dollars a week that I don't have, in childcare -- for more wages, for more assistants, for better funding, I felt punched in the gut. I was outraged. How dare they not fund and pay and support public school teachers? Every single aspect of our society, our democracy, our economy, and our quality of life, is built on the foundation of the education of children. There have been cutbacks in education since I was a child. So I admit, I wasn't really paying attention to the soft rumblings about the B.C. Liberal government cuts. It has always been thus, I thought. Looking around my daughter's school, at the shelves overflowing with books and art supplies, the clever calendars and charts on the walls that created order in the classroom, teaching concepts like days of the week and colours of the rainbow and months of the year... it never occurred to me that the situation was any different from when I went to school. But, I was being lied to. This is very different. A president of a local teachers' association told me that the annual supplies budget for a school in 2002 was $115,000. This year, it was $24,000. Same school, same number of kids, one-fifth the budget. So how is it that we haven't noticed? How is it that we parents blithely drop off and pick up our kids, supervise homework, go to the meetings, school assemblies and performances, and have no idea that the entire school is functioning with a small fraction of the funding it needs? It's simple. The teachers have been lying to us. For years. They've been covering it up. Papering over underfunding and mismanaged fiscal priorities with brightly coloured posters and sparkly stickers. Concealing an impoverished system by buying the damn supplies themselves. Without receiving so much as a tax break on those purchases. Well, that's not going to happen this year. Even if they wanted to, the teachers, after four months of a desperate and bitter strike, are simply too broke to buy the supplies our classrooms need to be positive and effective learning environments. Some of them want to refuse to do anything but what the government pays for, because they want the parents to see the truth. But that makes their job harder. And that makes it harder for the kids to learn. So, infuriated, I went to my local dollar store and bought $350 worth of gift certificates for my daughter's school (which I totally cannot afford, because I work in the arts). Then I took a picture of the receipt. Then I sent Christy Clark an invoice. Then I tweeted a screenshot of the invoice with the hashtag #isubsidizebced. I should not be subsidizing my child's school. My child's teachers should not be subsidizing their school. Teachers shouldn't pay for the supplies they need to do their job. They shouldn't take a pay cut so their schools can be properly staffed. They shouldn't have to fight tooth and nail for the public school system to be properly funded. That's not their job. That's our job. I invite everyone who spends their own money on schools -- from parents to teachers to PACs (parent advisory committees) to principals to support staff -- take a picture of your receipts. Invoice the premier. Tweet it: #isubsidizebced Tweet the school supplies you have to buy. #isubsidizebced Tweet the box of Kleenex you have to provide, because the schools can't afford basic sanitary supplies. #isubsidizebced Tweet the fundraising things you do, as part of a PAC, and what that money is for (Hint: it's not school trips; it's basic supplies). #isubsidizebced Teachers, be honest. Talk openly about the money you spend on the classroom. Talk openly about what your classrooms need. Talk openly about what we can do to change what's happened to public education in this province. Let us into the loop. Trust us with the truth. The time for lies is over. #isubsidizebced RELATED ON HUFFPOST: Close  B.C. Clasrooms 2014 of   First day of school in September 2014. Here's what it looked like in September 2013, when I moved to my new school. I brought fifty boxes of my personal teaching supplies with me. I have been teaching for 23 years. — Joan Shannon Jung "Teachers take a day begrudgingly given to them by this government to get their classes ready. This was at the end of 9.5 hour day with a 20 minute lunch." "I have 3 degrees and find myself scrubbing desks and containers to make my room presentable for my students." "Back in June teachers at L'Ecole Bilingue (while on strike and during government lockout) had to scramble to finish packing our entire school as we were to start at our "swing site" in September. Our "old" school was scheduled to be torn down this fall due to seismic upgrading. Mid-August we received the news that our swing site was not ready and we are to start back at the old site! Keep in mind, not even a pencil was to be found at our old school." "Today, my colleagues and I spent the the first half at our swing site picking boxes we would need to last us until December! Not even half of them were returned today in time for us to unpack! Therefore, while other teachers throughout this province were lucky enough to set up their classrooms during this ONE day prep, we needed to go through this (see pics)." Send your B.C. classroom photos to bc@huffingtonpost.com We asked B.C. teachers to send us photos of their classrooms before and after items they bought were removed. "Top photo is of books in a #BCTeachers class, below shows all books removed that she paid for w/ own $" — Melanie Moore The teacher's classroom items in storage in her basement. "I've taught for five years in the Vancouver district, and I've already spent over $10,000 to set up my classroom. I know of more experienced teachers who have spent well over $20,000 in their career, and are still purchasing things each year." — Kindergarten teacher Support worker's desk. "The school ran out of proper desks so that's what she had to use." — Kindergarten teacher "All of the classroom resources that belong to me and are now at my house in storage." — Kindergarten teacher "All of the classroom resources that belong to me and are now at my house in storage." — Kindergarten teacher "What you do not see is the room's bare bones before your child's teacher came in over the summer and transformed it." — Carla Friesen "I have spent thousands of dollars to make my classroom a vibrant and amazing place for my students." — Megan Guenter "I have spent thousands of dollars to make my classroom a vibrant and amazing place for my students." — Megan Guenter "I spent almost $4,000 my first year teaching to start up my classroom." — Tracy Cramer "I spent almost $4,000 my first year teaching to start up my classroom." — Tracy Cramer "I spent almost $4,000 my first year teaching to start up my classroom." — Tracy Cramer "I spent almost $4,000 my first year teaching to start up my classroom." — Tracy Cramer "You see all the things I have bought for my classroom. Mats, carpet, pillows, chairs, bench, craft supplies, school supplies, lamps, etc. (yes, I know I don't have to make my class like this, but students love it and so do I). This year I spent a week of going into my class every day during the second week of August. I was there for about 5 hours every day making things perfect. Before that I draw floor plans of how I will organize furniture to best optimize my space." — Katrina Ling "I spend probably about $1000/ year on my classroom. It may be more; I'm afraid to add up the receipts. I spend more on my classroom than my own home. I do this willingly, as I want my class to feel like their classroom is their home for the year." — Katrina Ling "I provide my own personally made and personally bought teaching resources, educational games, puzzles, centre toys, supplementary craft items, etc. I share them with my teaching colleagues, and they share theirs with me." — Martha Lamarche "I take ingredients from my own family’s pantry and fridge so we can bake, make playdough, create senses-stimulating art projects, and learn about nutrition in a hands-on way. I am not compensated for the money I spend educating B.C. students as a result of government underfunding." — Martha Lamarche The teacher paid for everything inside the table. The teacher paid for everything inside the table. "An excellent education assistant... also enriches our classroom with items SHE finds at garage sales or thrift stores. She is not compensated for this, nor does she expect to be." — Martha Lamarche "An excellent education assistant... also enriches our classroom with items SHE finds at garage sales or thrift stores. She is not compensated for this, nor does she expect to be." — Martha Lamarche The yellow and blue bins belong to the teacher. The yellow and blue bins belong to the teacher. "The first picture is before I set up my class, the second after I set up part way through the year. Which classroom would you want your child to learn in? The government-'funded' one that claims no more money is needed or one that was subsidized by a so-called greedy teacher? Every dollar I spend in my classroom is a dollar I don't spend on my own kids, groceries or other bills. This is not the exception it's the norm. Teachers care." — Janelle "I have spent thousands subsidizing the system. I try to provide my students with books that appeal to their interest level as well as their reading level. This comes out of my earnings." — Gurjit Pattar "I constantly am keeping my eyes open for sales involving classroom resources and relevant reading materials. I've spent a small fortune on my personal library of professional resources." — Gurjit Pattar "Just one of my bookshelves after I took out the books I bought for my class just this year." — Jessica Hall "All the books I bought for my class this year, removed from the shelves. 806 in total." — Jessica Hall "With the exception of the table in the back, I brought in all this furniture for my classroom. I had been told there were not enough chairs in the district to have chairs in my classroom, so I went out and found them." — Jessica Hall "My underfunded grade 5/6 BC classroom stripped of everything I have purchased." — Staci Hutchinson "A sampling of teacher bought/made items, boxed up and ready to move to my new school — which I do on my own. Usually takes me the full last week of summer to set up my room. With the move this year I expect to spend three weeks." — Josie Zahn "I packed every single box, waited the entire summer to have it delivered, unpacked and set up my classroom including filling two file cabinets, hanging three bulletin boards, laminating and taping 23 name tags to desks and cloakroom cubbies, collecting exercise books and supplies, and finally stocking the painting easel with paints and the shelves with books... (not to mention dusting the blinds and scrubbing the sink)... the week before the start of school... on my own time." — Alison Smith "72 boxes/furniture items." — Alison Smith "What I walked in to when I first acquired my room and then what I turned it into." — Alycia Soukeroff "I walked into my new room mid-August and was shocked. There wasn't even a teacher desk or any books at all. I bought, scrounged and borrowed (mostly from my own kids) materials to make it work. Over the year many wonderful teachers passed on things to me that they had purchased and weren't using and retiring teachers happy to share their supplies." "I walked into my new room mid-August and was shocked. There wasn't even a teacher desk or any books at all. I bought, scrounged and borrowed (mostly from my own kids) materials to make it work. Over the year many wonderful teachers passed on things to me that they had purchased and weren't using and retiring teachers happy to share their supplies." "I walked into my new room mid-August and was shocked. There wasn't even a teacher desk or any books at all. I bought, scrounged and borrowed (mostly from my own kids) materials to make it work. Over the year many wonderful teachers passed on things to me that they had purchased and weren't using and retiring teachers happy to share their supplies." "I use the games to teach logic, spatial and sequential reasoning, and to have fun with math. In addition to the games, I bought a tablet, software for geometry, software for algebra, and software for posting grades on my website. The website is also paid for and maintained by me. The books and magazines in French in the background are also mine, and so is a classroom set of small whiteboards which I forgot to put in the picture." — French Immersion teacher "Spent over two thousand [dollars]." — Andrea Dove NEXT: B.C. Teachers' Strike 2014 Hundreds of B.C. teachers, parents and other union supporters rallied on the lawn of the B.C. legislature on June 16, 2014 in Victoria to protest against Premier Christy Clark and the government's latest contract offer. Click here for stories on the 2014 contract dispute. Members of the B.C. Federation of Labour and Canadian Labour Congress gather to support teachers outside Cambie Secondary School in Richmond, B.C. on June 2, 2014. Members of CUPE join teachers on the picket line at Mitchell Elementary in Richmond, B.C. on June 2, 2014. Union leaders speak to media on June 2, 2014 in Richmond, B.C. Teachers picket in West Kelowna on June 2, 2014. B.C. Teachers' Federal president Jim Iker speaks to teachers outside Princess Margaret School in Surrey on May 29, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Striking outside the Invergarry Adult Education Centre in Surrey, B.C. on May 29, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. B.C. Teachers' Federal president Jim Iker speaks to teachers outside Invergarry Adult Education Centre in Surrey on May 29, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers wave to supporters outside Valleyview Secondary School in Kamloops on May 28, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers picket in Kamloops on May 28, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. A student shows support for teachers in Kamloops on May 28, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. A teacher pickets on horseback in 150 Mile House on May 27, 2014. A sign posted on a classroom door at Vancouver Technical Secondary School. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers rally during rush hour in Kelowna on May 27, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Kelowna teachers wore pink and rallied from the city's overpasses on May 27, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. A sign of support for B.C. teachers from a house in Kelowna. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers in Richmond pass time on the 3:30 a.m. shift on the picket line on May 27, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Students and parents left a message for teachers in Richmond on May 27, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. On the picket line with an effigy of B.C. Premier Christy Clark at Kitsilano Secondary School on May 26, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. A student from City School speaks to a teacher on the picket line in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. On the picket line at Kitsilano Secondary School on May 26, 2014. Click here for more on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. A teacher on strike at Britannia Secondary School in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Click here for more on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers stand under the sign for Templeton High School in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Click here for more on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers on strike speak to a supporter outside Templeton Secondary School in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Ryan Tanabe, left, a teacher, and his father Rod Tanabe, a counsellor teacher at Killarney Secondary School, walk the picket line outside the school in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Click here for more on the B.C. teachers contract dispute. Teachers in the central Okanagan were part of rotating strikes on May 27, 2014. These are educators from Constable Neil Bruce Middle School in West Kelowna. Supporters of B.C. teachers rally in the Sooke School District. Surrey teachers pose with their growing pile of marking during the first day of rotating strikes. Teachers picket in New Westminster on May 26, the first day of rotating strikes in a contract dispute with the province. Grade 12 Eric Hamber Secondary student Sarah Bercic wears a T-shirt supporting B.C. teachers. Teachers picket in Penticton on May 26, the first day of rotating strikes in a contract dispute with the province. Anya Prokopeva, 8, a Grade 3 student in New Westminister, and her mom Julie Prokopeva, right, a member of the support staff at Killarney Secondary School, pass by striking teachers as they leave after walking the picket line outside the school in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Anya Prokopeva, 8, a Grade 3 student in New Westminister, uses a strike sign for shade rests as her mom Julie Prokopeva, a member of the support staff at Killarney Secondary School, walks a picket line outside the school in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. One of the earliest picket lines on the first day of the teachers' walkout was in Golden, B.C., which is in the Mountain time zone. Jim Iker, president of the B.C. Teachers' Federation, speaks to reporters on May 26, the first day of rotating strikes, at Vancouver's Charles Dickens Elementary. Jim Iker, president of the B.C. Teachers' Federation, speaks to reporters on May 26, the first day of rotating strikes, at Vancouver's Charles Dickens Elementary. Jim Iker, president of the B.C. Teachers' Federation, speaks to reporters on May 26, the first day of rotating strikes, at Vancouver's Charles Dickens Elementary. Striking teachers man a picket line outside Killarney Secondary School in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Public school teachers across British Columbia started rotating strikes Monday, a move that will put more than half a million students out of class for one day each this week. B.C. NDP Leader John Horgan poses with teachers in the Sooke School District. A rally in Coquitlam on May 25. Premier Christy Clark's face is seen on anti-bullying T-shirts at a rally in Coquitlam. Surrey teachers at Johnston Heights Secondary rally on May 23, 2014.  Share  Tweet  ✖ Advertisement Share this ✖ close Current Slide Related blogs on The Huffington Post B.C.: I Refuse To Stop Spending My Own Money On My Classroom - Ashley D. MacKenzie, teacher Do B.C. Parents Have To Buy Toilet Paper Soon As Part Of School Supplies? - Carolyn Moeller, mother, community volunteer What You See in Today's Public School Classroom Is A Mirage - Carla Friesen, teacher Dear Parent Of The Average Child: One B.C. Teacher's Confession - Genevieve Hawtree, teacher The Difference Between An Engaging Classroom And An Empty One - Martha Lamarche, teacher #isubsidizebced Tweets Follow Naomi Lazarus on Twitter: www.twitter.com/NaomiLazarus More: Bc Parents Isubsidizebced Bc Classrooms Bc School Funding BC Teachers BC Teachers Strike Invoice Christy Clark BC Politics Video Bc Education B.C. Teachers Strike 2014 Naomi Lazarus Christy Clark Bc Students   Click here to view Conversations Conversations Most Popular B.C. Teen Killed By Train Was Wearing Headphones, Texting: RCMP Facebook Anthem Singer's Fall Is Lesson In Showmanship YouTube Pastafarian Loses B.C. Driver's Licence Over Holy Colander YouTube LOOK: Stunning Scenes By B.C.'s October Photographer David Chang Photography Elderly Asian Women Attacked In Vancouver Nastco via Getty Images Lawyers Of Convicted Surrey Six Gangsters Want Mistrial Darryl Dyck/CP LOOK: Old Vancouver Bank's New Life Jason Statler When It Comes to Jumbo Glacier Resort, All Questions Lead Back To Powerful Minister Caillum Smith | Flickr This Derelict Van 'Home' Costs $550/Month To Rent In B.C. Bill Everitt Petronas Threatens To Delay B.C. LNG Project By A Decade MyLoupe/UIG via Getty Images Aldergrove School Playground Condemned North Otter Elementary Facebook 45 Signs You're A Vancouver Canucks Fan Getty Images Intruder Dies After Being Caught By Homeowner, Neighbour Shutterstock / sculpies Recognize This Photo? Here's The Story Behind It Claude P. Dettloff/CP/National Archives of Canada Vancouver Mom Who Killed Her 2 Babies Sentenced CityTV YouTube Stanley Park Pedestrian Dies After Crash With Cyclist Getty Premier Denies Downplaying B.C. LNG Expectations Jonathan Hayward/CP Vancouver Mayor Focuses On Pipelines For Re-Election Campaign Vision Vancouver Facebook Vancouver Is The Reason Alyssa Milano Quit TV Show Paul Archuleta via Getty Images City Of Vancouver Taking Arbutus Corridor Fight To Court Darryl Dyck/The Canadian Press FOLLOW HUFFPOST Email Email Address Options HuffPost Daily Brief British Columbia Get top stories and blog posts emailed to me each day.. Facebook HuffPost British Columbia Twitter HuffPost Follow British Columbia Follow Google Plus HuffPost British Columbia RSS The Huffington Post British Columbia All RSS / Feeds Phone Available on the App Store Android App on Google Play Get it at Blackberry App World Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search advertise log in make HuffPost your home page RSS careers FAQ user agreement privacy policy comment policy about us about our ads contact us Copyright ©2014 TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. "The Huffington Post" is a registered trademark of TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. All rights reserved. Part of HPMG News Use this form to alert a HuffPost editor about a factual or typographical error in this story. Notify message * Required * * * What kind of error is this? Choose an option Factual or typographical Comment moderation problem Rights and permissions Other * What is the correction? 0 count Describe the error here (1,000 character limit) * Type the words below so we know you are not a cyborg Sign me up for The Huffington Post's Daily Brief Thank you!)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13154&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 1999 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 11, Number 5, March 1999 What colour are the collars in your neighbouhood? The Fraser Institute's ranking of schools by Janet Amsden Canadians are closet competitors. Although we pride ourselves on a culture of co-operation and consensus, secretly we love to compete. Adrenalin rises when the Fraser Institute ranking of B.C. high schools is published in The Province, and we hunt through the list to see how the local alma mater compares with other schools. The rankings seem personal because they are personal. They are a report on our individual status in the social hierarchy. Research into factors that influence school-wide achievement tests shows that 45% of the variation between schools can be attributed to social class. The rank a school holds indicates the income and values of the neighbourhood it serves. The top schools are from high-income areas, such as West Vancouver and Vancouver's west side. Schools at the low end of the scale are from the province's lowest income areas, mainly inner-city and remote parts of the province. To compare all schools on the basis of provincially examinable courses is a disservice because secondary courses are not valued equally. The Fraser Institute's (FI) index is influenced by participation rates. Schools that have higher participation rates in English 12 than in Communications 12 (not provincially examinable) generally show lower average exam results but a higher percentage of well-qualified graduates. The index is also based on the premise that all students should take four provincially examinable courses in Grade 12, thus qualifying for university entrance. However, graduates can enter many other post-secondary programs (such as BCIT) with only two provincially examinable courses. When students choose a career path that does not include university, their school rank is lower. The FI index may be an estimate of the proportion of future white-collar to blue-collar workers that a school will produce, but it ignores the school's mandate to enable all learners to develop their individual potential and to acquire the knowledge, skills, and attitudes needed to contribute to a healthy, democratic, and pluralistic society and a prosperous and sustainable economy. Schools reflect the communities they serve. The vast difference in communities' needs and values determines their expectations for their children's schooling. Students in the Lower Mainland may view a post-secondary degree as necessary for employment. Students in resource-centred towns may find apprenticeship programs more attractive. West Vancouver parents may view a post-secondary degree as security for their grandchildren. To rural parents, a degree can threaten estrangement from their grandchildren. The crude averaging measure used by the Fraser Institute obscures the fact that every student in B.C. has access to the same curriculum, is taught by teachers from the same pool, and has the same opportunity to qualify for university entrance. Every year, schools ranked lowest by the Fraser Institute send students to Canadian universities. Constituents who want a more valid evaluation of school effectiveness should look at the school's accreditation review. The accreditation process involves an evaluation of the school's progress toward curricular and extracurricular goals by teachers, students, and parents. The process is scrutinized by reviewers from outside the community. Accreditation is a more genuine and comprehensive measure of school effectiveness than the Fraser Institute's report on schools. So what does the Fraser Institute's report on schools really measure? Is it the effectiveness of teaching and counselling in the schools? No. The index is a blunt estimate of school culture. This is not to say that teaching and counselling are not factors in school success, but unless the variable of socio-economic status is addressed in the rating process, the index is meaningless as a measure of school effectiveness. This report card for our children's schools is a rating of our own social status, a rating of our personal financial success or career prestige. Its greatest validity is as a measure of property values in the neighbourhood. Janet Amsden is an assistant director in the BCTFs Organization Support Division.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=26853,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > April 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 6, April 2012   BC isn’t broke  By Iglika Ivanova   I spend a lot of my time looking at issues of government finance and how they affect the quality of public services and in turn, quality of life for people in our province. I want to share with you two rather disconcerting patterns that I have seen play out in BC over the last decade. We’re increasingly seeing governments, both federally and in BC, who believe that wages need to be kept low for the benefit of economic growth (regardless of whether we’re in a period of economic growth, recession or a recovery). The second pattern I want to talk about is the consistent underfunding of public services in this province, which includes education. We have seen a distinct withdrawal of government support from public services while more and more of the costs have been downloaded to families who need the services. The net-zero mandate that public sector unions are facing now is a reflection of both of these patterns. So is the recent provincial budget. Let’s start with the budget. This year’s budget falsely claims that the proverbial cupboard is bare and that nothing can be done to meet any of BC’s most pressing social, economic, and environmental challenges. What this really means is that the provincial government is asking us, asking the poor and middle-class families, to tighten our belts, to make sacrifices and wait for the economy to get stronger before our issues can be addressed. But in reality, the cupboard isn’t bare. The constraints the government appears to be facing are neither economic nor fiscal. They are political. The fact is that the BC economy is in recovery. Growth is not as strong as it was in the mid-2000s, but it is present. The economy is projected to grow by about 4% per year. Government revenues are growing along with the economy, also by about 4%. Government spending, however, is only growing by 2%. This means that effectively, the size of government is shrinking relative to the size of our economy. And this is not new—the size of government spending as a share of the economy has fallen quite dramatically over the last decade. In 2000, government spending was roughly at 22% of our economy, last year it was down to 20% and with this new budget, it is projected to fall further over the next couple of years. This may sound like small changes, but with the BC economy at over $200 billion per year, a two percentage point decrease (from 22% to 20%) amounts to more than $4 billion dollars per year. So does the government have no money because the recovery is slow, or is the crunch caused by government shrinking its size deliberately over the last decade? You tell me. As it stands, the budget’s stated priority is to balance the books in time for the next election. You’ve all heard that the budget is in deficit this year, but how many of you know that the budget shortfall for this year is greatly overstated? The government has deliberately low-balled revenue forecasts and is hiding behind a convenient accounting artifact. Roughly half of the $2.5 billion projected deficit for 2011 is a product of accounting rules that require government to expense the full $1.6 billion HST transition funding repayment in the current year. This is despite the fact that BC negotiated a deal with the federal government to pay it over five years with no interest. So we are paying the bill over five years, but the entire amount is added to this year’s deficit estimate. The real budget shortfall is only $1.2 billion, half of which is fiscal padding in the form of a contingency fund allocation and a forecast allowance. At $1.2 billion, our deficit is less than 1% of the provincial economy (it’s close to 0.6% to be precise). The spin on this year’s budget is so-called “prudence” but in reality there is nothing prudent about failing to tackle the global climate crisis, reduce income inequality, adequately fund our schools, invest in community-based supports for seniors, or reduce BC’s embarrassingly high poverty rate. For all the talk of preserving core public services, the budget offers only meagre increases to the ministries of health, education, and social assistance that don’t keep pace with rising cost pressures and population growth. K–12 education funding, for example, needs to rise by at least 2% to keep up with inflation and maintain the current levels of service; more if the province wants to address the unmet needs in the system. Instead, we’re seeing what’s essentially a frozen budget, a zero increase, which effectively amounts to funding cuts on the ground. Practically speaking, it’s not real fiscal constraints that stand in our way but a lack of political will. Our debt levels are very reasonable when considered as a share of our economy, and they are among the lowest in the country. We can afford to borrow a bit more at today’s record low interest rates to make capital and social investments that will make us all better off in the long run. Our Finance Minister Kevin Falcon claims we have no choice, but he’s wrong. Our government has a choice. Our BC government is by no means broke, and the net-zero mandate for public sector bargaining is a political choice, not a reflection of an economic imperative to cut costs. The choice our government is making is to ask us to tighten our belts and keep our wages low for the benefit of economic growth during the recovery. Once growth returns, the government has often argued, the benefits would trickle down to everyone and wages will rise as the economy grows. Our premier made that point quite clearly in her radio appearance on the Bill Good show earlier in February. But the focus on pursuing jobs and growth without regard to what type of jobs we’re getting hasn’t paid off for BC families. The 2008 recession and the current slow recovery are taking place in the context of a 30-year-long stagnation in BC family incomes. We don’t hear this often, but median earnings for full time, full-year workers in BC have actually fallen since the late 1970s, once inflation is taken into account. This means that over half of BC full-year full-time workers are earning less in real terms than their parents’ generation. That’s happened during a time when the provincial economy almost doubled in real terms, and real GDP per capita rose by 23%. But it’s clear that the benefits of prosperity have not trickled down to the bottom half of the population. This raises a moral question about fairness and social justice, one that the Occupy movement brought to the forefront of the public debate just last fall. But it also has a direct impact on the economic well-being of our province and our country. High inequality can diminish economic growth if it means that we are not fully using the skills and capabilities of all its citizens or if it undermines social cohesion, leading to increased social tensions. We must find a way to share prosperity more fairly. This all starts with a solid and well-funded public education system. Accessible, high quality education from the early years all the way to post-secondary is the only way to ensure economic mobility in a modern society. Providing access to high quality education for all children is the greatest equalizer we have. And this means treating the hard-working women and men who teach our children with the respect they deserve and compensating them fairly. There is no question that governments everywhere in Canada are facing pressure to balance their budgets. So far, efforts to reduce the deficit have disproportionately focused on cutting public sector jobs, wages, and social programs. But we must remember that there are two sides to every budget—the spending side and the income or revenue side. The only proposals coming from the business sector are to cut government spending, but I think it’s only fair and reasonable to look at the other side too and consider government income. Over the past decade, the BC government has reshaped the provincial tax system. As a result, BC now boasts the lowest personal income taxes for individuals earning up to $120,000 per year and one of the lowest corporate income tax rates in the country. The savings have been small for all but the highest-earning families and have largely gone unnoticed as user fees have risen, including MSP, which is going up next year for the fourth time since 2009. And a number of public services have been scaled back or suffered from declines in quality due to underfunding. But these tax cuts have done considerable damage to our collective capacity to care for one another and protect the environment. If we were collecting taxes at the same share of the economy now as we were in 2000, we’d have $2.5 billion more—every year. The way the government got people to support tax cuts is by hiding the consequences. Low taxes sounded like a good idea to people. Good idea until such time that you or somebody you love needs the services that the tax cuts have starved. Until you see how big your child’s class is and how many kids with special needs are in it who don’t receive the supports they need to learn well. Until you have to get rushed into the overcrowded emergency room and treated in the hallway. Until you find out how long the waiting list is for your aging mother to be assessed for supportive housing. This highlights a need for a public debate on a key question: Do we really want BC to be a low tax society with low wages and frayed public services? Because this is where the government’s current budget is leading us. At a time when BC families are already stretched by record high debt levels and a weak labour market, the way out of this economic slump lies not in lowering the wages and benefits of teachers and other public sector workers, but in having stronger and more accessible public services, starting with education.  Iglika Ivanova is an economist and the public interest researcher, BC office of the Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives. The CCPA is an independent, non-partisan research institute concerned with issues of social, economic, and environmental justice. www.policyalternatives.ca  Reprinted with permission: Speech to the Surrey rally, February 27, 2012 and Policy Note blog, March 2. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media jthornthwaite last tweet "MLA @douglas_horne thanking @colemancountry for his work w/ housing for BC @LindaReimerMLA @bcliberals http://t.co/zR6bdVGcRI" @jthornthwaite - 02:03am Follow @jthornthwaite BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=17584,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 5, March 2009  Olympic budget puts paid to all-day Kingergarten By Noel Herron If anyone doubts the imminent demise of the emergence of a province-wide all-day Kindergarten program in BC in the near future, think again. The emergence of an apparently insatiable Olympic appetite for taxpayer money coupled with the recent release of several bogus Olympic budgets, points to not just a postponement, but the demise of key education initiatives, among them universal all-day Kindergarten. To think otherwise flies in the face of reality. It’s not just the rushed January convening of a special session of the provincial legislature in Victoria to bail out the billion dollar Olympic Village boondoggle, but the upcoming gathering storm around the hidden Olympic security budget that could also top a million, eliminating any pretence of the availability of sufficient provincial funds in Victoria for essential early childhood programs. Ironically, the Vancouver Olympic Committee and the International Olympic Committee have excluded the highly regarded humanitarian organization Right to Play from operating from the Vancouver Olympic Village site as it did in previous Olympics. Right to Play uses sports and play programs to improve health, develop life skills, and foster peace for children and communities in some of the world’s most disadvantaged countries. On top of the Olympic Village’s potentially heavy debt, this further tarnishes the iconic status of this controversial site. However, it was the late January front-page analysis by The Vancouver Sun, pegging the overall Olympic debt at a massive $6 billion (and counting), that puts paid to any remaining hope for the implementation of universal all-day Kindergarten in all of BC’s 59 school districts in the near future. Shamefully, it has now emerged that both Canadian and BC taxpayers have been either hoodwinked or lied to—in this case, both—by politicians at all levels (municipal, provincial, and federal) in the lead up to next year’s ballyhooed Olympic sports extravaganza. For the past three years, provincial politicians have shamelessly promised action on the early childhood file. There has been no let up on the hype and spin from the Ministry of Education on this topic. Yes, parents were told we are going to have great early childhood programs in BC, and make no mistake about it, they will be some of the best in Canada. The provincial government pleaded that it needed a little more time to ”get it right,” and then, as our education minister boasted, “We are going to lead the way.” The BC Liberals’ 2007 Speech from the Throne belatedly conceded that “currently approximately 25% of children (in BC) are not ready to learn when they enter Kindergarten.” Vague and over-the-top promises followed this speech, such as Shirley Bond’s assertion that by the year 2012, BC will have, (get this),”pre-Kindergarten classes for three-year-olds” when at the same time the prospects for all-day Kindergarten for five-year-olds, as the minister well knew, were rapidly disappearing over BC’s financial horizon. However, that did not prevent Bond from claiming that currently, “BC leads the country in early childhood education” when in reality, according to most analysts, BC is close to being dead last. Even more outrageous, after five years of leading Canada in child poverty stats, Premier Campbell, with a straight face, in an end-of-year television interview stated that children still remained his top priority. Opposition critics lost no time in deriding the premier for his once-a-month-priority-proclivity on this and other topics. Victoria, over the past few years, has not only created, but carefully cultivated enormous and patently false, expectations in the early childhood arena. The media messaging on this was as unrelentless as it was bogus. Many parents of preschoolers were looking forward to all-day programs for their five-year-olds next September only to realize that they have now been left with empty promises and dashed expectations. But as provincial budget time approached in February with the chance of very little funds, or no funds, available in Victoria’s coffers, Shirley Bond in mid-November started warning parents that all-day Kindergarten would not start soon. Pleading that the provincial plan requires additional in-depth study before it reaches the approval stage, it is clear that the provincial Early Childhood Agency’s province-wide “consultation” plan was yet another stalling tactic to disguise the lack of meaningful action by the BC Liberals. (To put the minister’s weak plea in perspective, the Vancouver Board of Education has run all-day Kindergarten classes for over two decades in many of its schools.) With over 3,000 responses being submitted to the Early Childhood Agency, the report, long past its due date is, being viewed, according to some critics, as a provincial participation put-on similar to the now famous Liberals’ “dialogue” on health two years ago. The Early Childhood Agency’s official report, slated to be released in mid-December, appears to have been delayed indefinitely—no doubt in a belated attempt to give some heft to the Liberal’s May election platform on early education. (Look for a plethora of early childhood promises in this document.) The studied absence by the provincial Liberals from the January First Call Coalition Child and Youth Issues Forum (a provincial advocacy organization representing over 80 affiliated groups) when the other two provincial parties, Green and NDP were present, speaks volumes about the government’s unwillingness to discuss its early childhood agenda. (See First Call’s position on early childhood programs.) As the situation now stands, thousands of needy preschoolers will continue to be left behind as Victoria’s current restrictive and discriminatory entrance requirements for all-day Kindergarten hold sway. Increasingly, these children will fall behind their peers as they move from primary into intermediate grades and consequently they will be denied access to the educational opportunities they deserve. All-day Kindergarten would, based on research and practice, usher in a new era and a genuine strong start for between 7,000 to 10,000 five-year-olds annually. Each year that slips by without province-wide implementation means that thousands of these kids will continue to fall behind. Who are these children? In a sense, they represent the “forgotten” early childhood kids who struggle for the first three or four years of their elementary schooling. They are a diverse group: children of the working poor; inner-city kids; minority-language students; children who for many reasons do not receive the rich preliteracy experience with the hands-on interactions that all children relish; and the so-called “grey area” students who do not fall into specific provincial categories that would enable them to receive the early intervention boost they need. Where does all of this leave us on the eve of a provincial election? What we have seen over the past three years is a dubious collage of early childhood images—photo-ops for various provincial ministers making announcements, title changes for school boards, book handouts for preschool parents, and misnamed and misleading drop-in programs, masquerading as Head Start programs for a smattering of preschoolers across the province. (Incidentally, the Obama administration, as part of its new long-term stimulus package, plans to add $1 to $2 billion to its highly successfull nationwide Head Start Program.) All of these elements have one thing in common—superficiality—as the BC Liberals craft a political image for preschool years that fails to match their actions. We will let our credibility challenged education minister, Shirley Bond, have the last word: “We remain committed to an aggressive early learning agenda in this province,” the minister has flatly stated when asked about the repeated delays and foot dragging in delivering solid early childhood initiatives. If you believe that statement, I have a bridge to sell you. Noel Herron is a former teacher and Vancouver school trustee.  First Call’s position on all-day/early Kindergarten programs First Call feels that expanded Kindergarten has the potential to serve children and families well if it is properly implemented. Proper implementation would include: inclusive and play-based programming. staff who are trained in early childhood care and education. ability to meet the needs of working families. universal access. inclusion of parents as knowledgeable partners in relation to service providers. maintenance of current childcare licensing ratio and space requirements in any school-based programs for younger children. For the full document go to: www.firstcallbc.org/earlyChildhood-WhatsNew.html Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/mobile/NewTeachersHandbook/default.aspx?id=31793,BCTF New Teachers' Handbook  Toggle navigation New Teachers’ Handbook © 2014 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. Table of Contents Introduction President's message Setting the BC context Jobs and professsional responsibilities Professional Responsibility / Code of Ethics Standards for the Education, Competence... Beginning your career as a TTOC Tips for success Beginning your career as a classroom teacher Planning Classroom management Establishing a positive environment Teaching strategies / classroom complexity Learning resources Communicating with parents/guardians Students with special needs Working with education (teacher) assistants Preparing for a Teacher Teaching on Call Parent involvement in schools Working with volunteers Wellness—taking care of yourself How the BC Teachers’ Federation helps Others who can help Professional development (PD) Evaluation of teachers Resources Membership New Teachers’ Home BCTF Home Professional Responsibility and Code of Ethics  As a teacher in the public school system, you are bound by a code of ethics and by professional practice, rights and standards. Details of the professional rights and standards of practice can be found in the Members’ Guide to the BCTF, bctf.ca/MembersGuide. In all of your dealings with your students, their parents, your colleagues and other school personnel, be guided by the BCTF Code of Ethics.  BCTF Code of Ethics  The Code of Ethics states general rules for maintaining high standards of professional service and conduct toward students, colleagues, and the professional union.  The teacher speaks and acts toward students with respect and dignity, and deals judiciously with them, always mindful of their individual rights and sensibilities.  The teacher respects the confidential nature of information concerning students and may give it only to authorized persons or agencies directly concerned with their welfare. The teacher follows legal requirements in reporting child protection issues.  The teacher recognizes that a privileged relationship with students exists and refrains from exploiting that relationship for material, ideological, or other advantage.  The teacher is willing to review with colleagues, students, and their parents/guardians the quality of service rendered by the teacher and the practices employed in discharging professional duties.  The teacher directs any criticism of the teaching performance and related work of a colleague to that colleague in private, and only then, after informing the colleague in writing of the intent to do so, may direct the criticism in confidence to appropriate individuals who are able to offer advice and assistance.* It shall not be considered a breach of the Code of Ethics for a member to follow legal requirements or official protocols in reporting child protection issues.  The teacher acknowledges the authority and responsibilities of the BCTF and its locals and fulfills obligations arising from membership in her or his professional union.  The teacher adheres to the provisions of the local collective agreement.  The teacher acts in a manner not prejudicial to job actions or other collective strategies of her or his professional union.  The teacher neither applies for, nor accepts, a position that is included in a Federation in dispute declaration.  The teacher, as an individual or as a member of a group of teachers, does not make unauthorized representations to outside bodies in the name of the Federation or its locals.  *See 31.B.12 of the Members’ Guide to the BCTF bctf.ca/MembersGuide.    Previous Next)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/12/losing-public-control-of-public.html?showComment0751355200153146,Staffroom Confidential: Losing public control of public education Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Monday, December 10, 2012 Losing public control of public education We elect three different governments to look after different parts of our school system. Locally elected School Boards develop budgets, define policy, and manage the day to day running of Districts. Provincial governments set curriculum and most education policy. They create the legal and regulatory framework for schools. The federal government plays a role in Aboriginal education and French education. But there are others wanting a say in how schools are run and governed, and they were not chosen by you or me. They are the ever growing field of education lobby groups - both non-profit and corporately funded. Sadly, our governments are more and more adopting their ideas rather than those of their electorate. The earliest and perhaps most influential is the OECD (Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development), an organization of which Canada is a member. This organization is not neutral - it aims to foster global development through economic growth. It therefore has a focus on skills and training in relation to education. It is the OECD that conducts the international standardized PISA tests that compare students from different countries in reading, writing, math and science. Noticeably absent from the OECD education program is any mention of education beyond training for the workforce or the role of education  in fostering and enhancing democracy.The OECD looks through just one lens - economic development. There is the Global Education Leaders Partnership. This is a self-styled independent but corporate backed lobby group. GELP was instrumental in fostering and helping develop the BC education plan, behind closed doors. There is C21 Canada - again, a corporately funded lobby group whose objectives orient around technology integration and radical change to schooling. They describe themselves: “C21 Canada is a national, not for profit organization that advocates for 21st Century models of learning in education. The goal of C21 Canada is to witness an accelerated pace of 21st competencies, instructional practices, and digital resources and services being integrated into Canada’s learning systems. C21 Canada is a unique blend of national education associations and knowledge sector businesses united in their belief that 21st Century models of learning must be adopted in public education on an urgent basis to position Canadians for economic, social and personal success in the high skills, knowledge and innovation based economy.” C21 Canada is funded primarily by business: Dell, EF Educational Tours, IBM, McGraw-Hill Ryerson, Microsoft, Nelson Education, Oxford University Press, Pearson, Scholastic Education, Smart Technologies; as well as two non-profit groups: the Canadian School Board Association and the Canadian Education Association. Their discussion document, Shifting Minds: A 21st Century Vision for Public Education in Canada  provides insight into their values. Despite the claim that “Canadians would prefer to see a national learning vision founded on Canadian values and principles”  the content is remarkably similar to what has been articulated in both the US and the UK by similar corporately backed non-profit lobby groups. There is the promotion of 21st Century “competencies” - a shift from content based curriculum to skill based curriculum. They also promote “radical transformation”, envisioned as “core  elements  of  public  education  that  must  undergo  elements  of transformation. This systemic change must be strategic and focused to be successful.” It includes curriculum overhaul, changes in pedagogy, modifying the learning environment, changing school governance structures and citizen engagement.  There is a heavy focus on technology, including: “anytime, anywhere learning”, “personalized learning opportunities” for “all students”, a commitment that “on-line learning, blended learning and virtual schools must be pursued as viable and relevant options to meeting the needs of many learners”, and “assistive technologies to support the diversified needs of learners must be ubiquitous.” There are private consultants, to help you transform your education system. One is 21st Century Learning Associates, a private business run by John Kershaw, the former Deputy Minister of Education in New Brunswick. These consultants are ready to step in when governments hire them for “Strategic Planning: Visioning and strategic planning expertise and development services in the field of public education, including policy, legislative and regulatory.” But sometimes governments just go straight to the source: the corporations themselves. Manitoba has just announced their 21st Century Learning initiative: “The Ministry of Education of the Government of Manitoba is set to make a major announcement to encourage youth to pursue careers in technology on December 5. The Ministry, represented by Deputy Minister Dr. Gerald Farthing, as well as the Information and Communications Technology Council (ICTC), along with Google Canada, Cisco Canada and Canada’s Association of IT Professionals (CIPS) will host a launch event in Winnipeg to kick off a major initiative. ” The tsunami of education reform is coming our way, and it is coming not from the needs and wants of parents and students. It is coming from the plethora of individuals, private businesses, non-profit lobby groups and corporations who have something to gain. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 3:33 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 5 comments: AnonymousDecember 10, 2012 at 8:29 PM Awesome work.You know the score. You forgot Ontario! We're even worse. Look at Michael Fullan on Daily Censored.ReplyDelete ThielmannDecember 11, 2012 at 1:41 PM Great article... like many others, I'm so glad you take the time to explore these issues... two thing stuck out for me, maybe you could provide further thoughts: “Canadians would prefer to see a national learning vision founded on Canadian values and principles” (from http://www.c21canada.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/11/Shifting-Minds-Revised.pdf p.3) -- what Canadian values do you think they are trying to appeal to? It kind of reminded me of how the Harper State appeals to nationalism and the Canadian Way (which they seek to redefine along party lines). On the other hand, how do we define the "needs and wants of parents and students?" Our education system serves many masters, including the global economy, so I suppose it will always be a battleground of values. "There is the promotion of 21st Century “competencies” - a shift from content based curriculum to skill based curriculum." -- why is this a corporate perspective? Do you see an agenda, beyond relevance, to the shift to competencies? I can think of a couple of reasons, but I'm curious to hear your perspective.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeDecember 11, 2012 at 1:57 PM Alfie Kohn has a very good book...What does it mean to be educated...that delves into that question. I also think you can look to private schools. Interestingly, parents want, and private schools offer, small classes, solid curriculum based on academics, a variety of well funded arts and sports programs, school trips. They are not nearly so subject to flavour of the day edu-fads. I also think the Charter for Public Education Network...which went through a process of actually asking parents and community members, is a good place to look. Obviously, not one answer to that question. But yes...the neo-Liberal vision, Friedman vision...whatever you call it, sees education as primarily job training. The Harper vision is probably even more insidious...it certainly does contain nationalism and reactionary ideas. Schools have a dual function - they can provide skills and knowledge that enable growth and fulfillment and emancipation but also they indoctrinate to the prevailing viewpoints. Just like religion, this can serve a progressive or a reactionary agenda, depending on the circumstance. On competencies...I am just writing my next post on that topic! I will leave it for there.Delete ThielmannDecember 11, 2012 at 2:42 PM Looking forward to your next post! I'm interested to see what gets published from the Ministry as a result of their community dialogue on grad requirements. I'd like to walk a group of students through a variety of "expectations" from their community, society, selves, parents, teachers, etc. and have them decide on a set of values they wish to appeal to in their self-assessment. Let's face it, as much as we all teach the same curriculum, the values we usually hold up as curricular goals are often our own. Sometimes that's a good thing.Delete Reply RitaDecember 12, 2012 at 7:45 AM Your posts make me think! Thank you. I am a transplant from BC into Saskatchewan. I definitely saw this in BC, but I see Saskatchewan following down the same road. The division I am in is adopting a framework from Ken O'Connor, "The Grade Doctor". I was wondering where the Fraser Institute fits into this scenario.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ▼  December (3) A tribute to #idlenomore When skills trump content Losing public control of public education ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2011/02/wisconsin-return-of-trade-unionism-in.html,Staffroom Confidential: Wisconsin: the return of trade unionism in the United States Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Monday, February 28, 2011 Wisconsin: the return of trade unionism in the United States After the disappointment of Barrack Obama, nothing could be more inspiring than the recent protests in Wisconsin and now across the US in support of public sector unions. I hope this marks a turning point in US trade unionism. After the collapse of the US economy in 2008 due to wild financial speculation (otherwise known as gambling), the US political leaders and media have tried to scapegoat public sector workers in the face of massive government deficits. Public sector unions are a convenient group to blame, as they are the last remaining substantial unionized sector of the US economy. Using divide and conquer tactics, they blame the public sector workers by comparing them to private sector workers, many of whom are struggling in low income jobs with little or no benefits. This strategy deflects criticism from where it belongs - the fat cats on wall street still taking in million dollar bonuses after wreaking havoc on the world. On Saturday, the largest demonstrations in Wisconsin since the Vietnam war took place in the state capitol. Of note, police joined the demonstrators and refused to order them to vacate the building, despite themselves being ordered by their superiors to have the protesters vacate (http://understory.ran.org/2011/02/25/breaking-wisconsin-police-have-joined-protest-inside-state-capitol/). This marks the first time since the crash of 2008 that we have seen large scale sustained protests actively voicing pride in unionism and pointing the blame back to corporate America as the real problem. It is interesting to note the many parallels between the great recession and the great depression, with respect to union representation. Not since the early thirties and the depths of the great depression has union membership in the US been so low. Mass unemployment of up to one third of US workers devastated gains made in the early twentieth century. The US corporate elite in those days used the divisions between black and white workers and craft and industrial workers to divide the trade union movement. And yet it was from the late 30's to the end of the second world war that union membership rebounded and skyrocketed, peaking in the fifties. The impact of the depression and the adaptation of labour to organize previously unorganized sectors led to a fantastic rise in unionization rates. Wealth and income inequality in the US has reached unprecedented levels (http://motherjones.com/politics/2011/02/income-inequality-in-america-chart-graph). The union movement is the antidote needed to return some sanity to a system completely skewed in favour of a very few at the expense of the many. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 11:26 AM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest No comments: Post a Comment Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ▼  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ▼  February (12) Wisconsin: the return of trade unionism in the Uni... Five reasons school Trustees should support more l... Victoria schools open despite heavy snowfall and s... Maple Ridge School Board Chair speaks out in suppo... Smart phones for Principals...Is this 21st Century... Egyptian demonstrator shows solidarity with Wiscon... BC School District deficit roundup: How many more ... In labour news...will the HSA "vote no" campaign h... Testing and the "teachable moment" Greater Victoria Teachers' Association on Face to ... Victoria School District Wifi Committee refuses to... Do we need a slow school movement? ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=22395,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 23, Number 5, March 2011   Special resolutions to the 2011 AGM Constitution and By-laws Resolution 101  That the BCTF Constitution and Policies be amended to clarify that: That By-law 6.7 (second paragraph) be amended by replacing the phrase “to hold and exercise the voting right of the voting card or cards that she/he has been assigned” with “who shall have the same duties and powers as those of a regular Local Representative.” Health, welfare, and safety of teachers Recommendation 16  That procedure 13.C.02–3.2 (b) be amended by deleting “or psychiatrist.” Recommendation 17  That Procedure 13.C.02–14.1 in its entirety, be replaced with: For a claimant to remain eligible to receive benefits, any return to normal employment duties on a part-time basis must be recommended by a physician and approved by the plan administrator. The plan administrator’s decision is subject to review by the Salary Indemnity Plan Committee. Recommendation 18 That procedure 13.C.02–14.4 be deleted. Recommendation 19  That procedure 13.C.02–15.1 in its entirety, be replaced with: For a claimant to remain eligible to receive benefits, any remunerative employment other than the claimant’s normal employment duties must be recommended by a physician and approved by the plan administrator. The plan administrator’s decision is subject to review by the Salary Indemnity Plan Committee. Recommendation 20  That Procedure 13.C.02–17.1 (a) and (b) be amended by deleting “physical or mental.” Recommendation 21  That Procedure 13.C.02–17.4 be amended by replacing “an organic disease or a mental or nervous disorder.” with “a physical or mental illness or injury.” Recommendation 22  That procedure 13.C.02–19.4 (e) in its entirety, be replaced with: the amount of the Accommodation Employment Offset (“Offset”). The Offset is intended to ensure that total income from accommodation employment and the Salary Indemnity Plan does not exceed the employment income before the disability occurred. “Net Employment Income” in a month, whether before or after the disability has occurred, is equal to the gross employment income in that month, minus the deductions under the Income Tax Act, the Canada Pension Plan Act, the Employment Insurance Act and the Teachers’ Pension Plan Act. If the total of New Employment Income from accommodation employment (as described in Regulation 23) and the gross benefit from the Salary Indemnity Plan is greater than the Net Employment Income before the disability occurred, the benefit from the Salary Indemnity Plan shall be reduced. After the reduction, the New Employment Income from the accommodation employment plus the net benefit from the Salary Indemnity Plan will be equal to the Net Employment Income before the disability occurred. This reduction is referred to as the Offset. Recommendation 23  That procedure 13.C.02–23.1 in its entirety, be replaced with: For a claimant to remain eligible to receive benefits, any remunerative employment must be recommended by a physician and approved by the plan administrator. The plan administrator’s decision is subject to review by the Salary Indemnity Plan Committee. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11098&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2002 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 14, Number 5, March 2002 Liberals gut learning conditions by Ray Worley On January 25, 2002, "Black Friday," Minister of Labour Graham Bruce, aided and abetted by Minister of Education Christy Clark, introduced Bills 27 and 28, designed to impose terms and conditions of employment on teachers and strip all class-size, staffing, and workload provisions from the provincial and local agreements. Most of the provisions guaranteeing support for students with special needs have also been eliminated. Despite Clark’s repeated protestations that the bills impose a balanced deal, it was immediately evident that the employer’s positions had been adopted in full, and even exceeded. Amalgamations of contracts and school-calendar changes were not sought at the bargaining table. The percentage of the salary offer was enacted, along with the major concessions the employer had been demanding. The education minister mentioned several times that trustees, superintendents, and administrators all supported the imposed legislation and the stripping of provisions. That was no surprise, given the attacks by their organizations on teachers’ collective agreements. Their enthusiastic support puts the lie to assertions of balance or compromise. Some commentators have claimed the government merely undid the terms of the agreement legislated by the previous government establishing provincial class-size limits for K–3 and non-enrolling ratios. The legislation goes much further, stripping articles negotiated in three rounds of local bargaining since 1987, and, in some cases, provisions obtained long before. New sections of the School Act prevent future negotiations on class size and composition, staffing, and workload. An editorial in The Globe and Mail described the acts of Campbell’s government as "legislative vandalism." That description fits the forced amalgamation of 10 local contracts in amalgamated districts. Even BCPSEA had not identified the separate agreements as problems. The labour minister justified the vandalism by claiming that Clark had heard complaints from districts about multiple agreements. Effective July 1, 2002, 10 locals lose the agreements that represented the achievements of decades of bargaining and job action. The imposed legislation provides for a salary increase of 7.5% over three years. The labour minister, after repeatedly assuring the legislature that every teacher would receive the increase, eventually conceded that daily rates for some teachers on call would not increase (17 districts), and he finally came clean and admitted that TOCs in some amalgamated districts would suffer pay cuts of up to 50%. The government refused to implement the employer’s offer of $190 as a daily rate for TOCs. Salary cuts of up to $5,000 for teachers in some districts would also result from amalgamating the grids. The minister claimed that would not happen, but he refused to amend Bill 27 to clarify the intent. He stated he would "write a letter" to that effect. Small comfort in view of the Campbell government’s record on other commitments, even those in writing. All current limits on class size and composition are to be removed from teachers’ collective agreements. They are to be replaced by School Act limits of 22 for Kindergarten, 24 for Grades 1–3, and district averages of 30 for all other grades. The numbers for K–3 are higher by two than the current maximums for those grades. There is no consideration for split or multigrade classes. There will be no limit on the size of any single Grade 4–12 class. The limits on courses such as English, humanities, laboratory classes, and industrial education will be deleted. There will be no limits on the number of students with special needs who can be included in a class. There are to be no reductions in class size to assist with integration. The consequences of those measures will be seen in September when the "sky’s the limit" for class sizes in Grades 4–12. The minister of education even thinks that flexibility will apply to the legal maximums established for K–3 classes. There is no provision for that in the legislation. Her intent is unknown. It is, however, clear that the numbers in the act are firm and legally enforceable. Teachers will not want to break the law by accepting more than the legal maximums for K–3. Ratios for non-enrolling teachers will also disappear. Districts will no longer be required to provide minimum levels of, or indeed any, librarians, counsellors, learning assistance teachers, special needs teachers, or ESL teachers. Related language that provides for base staffing in Vancouver and caseload limits for specialist teachers in Surrey is also eliminated. Teachers already know from experience what the impact of such cuts can be. In the mid–1990s, the Victoria district eliminated all teacher librarians in elementary schools. Librarians were reinstated only as a result of the last collective agreement. Bill 28, in a section entitled "Extended day and year-round schooling" alters the approval procedures for variations to the standard provincial calendar. Previously the agreement of parents and employees was required before a board made an alteration to the standard calendar. Now only consultation need occur. The distinction was highlighted by the discrepancy between the explanatory note for the bill and the words of the act. The explanatory note said parental approval is necessary. The minister of education had to rise in the legislature and admit that the note was wrong. Parental approval has indeed been removed, along with teacher and support-staff approval. Where a local calendar has been adopted, sections of a collective agreement may be set aside unilaterally by the board. Provisions dealing with hours of the day, days of the week, or months of the year could be void if they conflict with the decisions of the board on an extended day or altered calendar. The minister cited common lunch hours for teachers as a problem to be overcome in that way. The minister’s enthusiasm for the change appears to be motivated by budget considerations. She was eloquent about the potential for cost-saving in new school construction if days are extended or the school calendar altered. Opposition members quizzed her about the prospect of split shifts for teachers. Clark said, in error, there are no current protections against such a practice. Many agreements do contain such protections. They could be extinguished by that section of Bill 28. Finally Bill 28 gives the minister of labour power to appoint a commission to inquire into collective bargaining between teachers and their employers. The terms of reference for the commission hint at further restrictions on bargaining. The commission must consider stable industrial relations, reducing the potential for disruption, expeditious settlement of disputes, effective and efficient structures, and any other factor. Although the imposed legislation came into effect as soon as Bill 27 was proclaimed (late on Sunday, January 27, 2002), certain sections of the bill, and the companion Bill 28, did not become effective at the same time. Salary is retroactive to July 1, 2001. All teachers placed on grid will therefore be eligible for back pay to that date, and their pay cheques should have reflected the increase immediately. TOCs on daily rates not tied to the grid will, unfortunately, receive no increase. The amalgamation of contracts, the new class-size numbers, the elimination of non-enrolling ratios, and the new school calendar provisions do not take effect until July 1, 2002. Until the end of this school year, all of the existing class-size limits, non-enrolling ratios, school-calendar provisions, and contracts in amalgamated districts remain in place. The practical work of removing articles from provincial and local agreements is to be performed by a "stripping arbitrator" appointed by the labour minister. The arbitrator will decide which sections of the agreements must be deleted. There will be no appeal from those decisions—a most unusual restriction. The arbitrator must complete work by May 11, 2002, or earlier or later if the cabinet so decides. Teachers immediately realized how devastating the effects will be on students next school year as class sizes increase, there are fewer non-enrolling teachers available, and support is reduced for students with special needs. Teachers will not forget or forgive this assault on the learning conditions of their students and their own working conditions. On January 28, 2002, at rallies throughout the province, over 38,000 teachers expressed their outrage at these anti-education acts. These demonstrations began the campaign to defend public education, hold accountable those responsible for this legislative vandalism, and reverse the impacts of their legislation. Ray Worley is an assistant director of the BCTF’s Bargaining Division.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7326,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 4, January/February 2006 Victory for bullied student sends message to schools On October 25, 2005, the Supreme Court of Canada refused to allow the North Vancouver School Board leave to appeal in the human rights complaint brought by Azmi Jubran. The decision of the BC Court of Appeal siding with the harassed youth is final and binding. The ruling states that school boards have a duty to make significant efforts to provide students with a "discrimination-free school environment." It sends a strong message to schools across the country and requires them to take action to address bullying and harassment of lesbian, gay, bi, and trans-identified (LGBT) students. In June 1996, Azmi Jubran, a student at North Vancouver’s Handsworth Secondary School, filed a complaint with the BC Human Rights Commission. Year after year, he had been incessantly taunted and teased by his peers, bombarded with homophobic slurs like gay, faggot, and queer; he was punched, pushed, and spat upon, and had various objects thrown at him. Jubran wasn’t actually gay, but was harassed as though he was. The school took disciplinary punishment following each incident, but failed to address the problem in a systemic or pro-active fashion. The BC Human Rights Tribunal initially sided with Jubran and against the school board. That decision was appealed and overturned by the BC Supreme Court because Jubran was not actually gay. On April 6, 2005, the BC Court of Appeal reversed the BC Supreme Court’s decision and restored the initial decision by the tribunal. In its decision, the BCCA confirmed that it is not good enough for school boards to wait for bullying to occur and then discipline the bullies afterward. "Schools must take action so that they are no longer breeding grounds for intolerance and hatred," said Gemma Hickey, president of Egale’s board of directors. "This court decision underlines the continuing problem of homophobic bullying in schools, its significant and detrimental impact on all students, and the challenges of addressing it. School boards must play an active role in providing a safe learning environment, free from harassment." In addition to her position as president of Egale, Hickey is project co-ordinator for a youth outreach project in Newfoundland and Labrador, aimed at countering the negative messages youth receive around sexual orientation and gender identity. "Canada’s school boards need to sit up and take notice of this precedent setting case," stated Egale education committee co-chair and BC teacher James Chamberlain. "They can no longer ignore the plight of any student who is targeted for harassment based upon their real or perceived sexual orientation or gender identity. If they do so, it will be at their own peril and could involve expensive litigation." "School boards need to address bullying when it happens," said GALE BC’s Steve LeBel. "Whether or not the victimized student is gay is irrelevant." "There are school boards in BC taking action against homophobic and transphobic bullying, notably Vancouver, Victoria, and Prince George," added Mr. LeBel. "It’s time for school board trustees to speak up." "What happened to Azmi Jubran is deplorable," said Gilles Marchildon, executive director of Egale. "Egale is committed to ensuring school boards across the country take action to provide a safe school environment for all students." The link to the BCCA judgment is www.courts.gov.bc.ca/jdb-txt/ca/05/02/2005bcca0201err2.htm. For more information and resources on homophobia and heterosexism, visit bctf.ca/social/homophobia/. Egale Canada advances equality and justice for LGBT people, and their families, across Canada. Founded in 1986, Egale has over 4,000 members including people in each and every province and territory of Canada. Its work includes political action, legal interventions, and public education and awareness. GALE BC is a provincial group advocating for change in the educational system that will result in a positive environment for LGBT people in education, whether they are students, educators, or family members. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8788,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, Number 5, April 2004 Beyond the chalkboard: Into nature’s sphere "Armed with forks, tacks, and welders’ brushes, my art class stared down at our newest assignment. The anticipation of challenge gleaming in our eyes was reflected back at us. Our mission was to fashion a flashy alphabet to exhibit in our school." – Brianna Grove-White, student by Thora O’Grady, Mary Howard, and Lily Wallace Creative opportunities surround us, and often the very best ideas happen over coffee. Sitting in the relaxed atmosphere of a local restaurant, I noticed the menu was creatively presented on a chalkboard. This provided me with the inspiration to have the students use their boundless creativity to produce not only unique art pieces, but also a book of postcards. Recycling provides many of the materials used in art classes at Cedar Hill Junior Secondary in Victoria. Finding old chalkboards was not difficult. However, on the back of each board, was a wonderful surprise. The bright metallic surface begged to be used as the medium for our project: creating an alphabet and numbers series entitled "Beyond the Chalkboard." Searching for other materials was a great adventure: treasures were found in thrift stores, garage sales, hardware stores, junk piles, and donations solicited through the school newsletter. Then, designing began with the students playing, decorating and embellishing their names, and selecting letters or numbers. This provided the opportunity to explore the elements of design. Students can readily design on paper, but could they work in 3D? First they make small cardboard models of their chosen work. Now they were ready to move forward on a larger scale. The metal materials were fun to work with: jewelry, ribbons, chains, and nails. Wire brushes and nails were used to draw, instead of pencils and pens. Mistakes could not be erased, so they had to be changed using new and creative problem-solving techniques. These presented a very different way of thinking and being creative. Each class marked the beginning of new discoveries. Look what happens when you change the direction of your wire brush stokes or when you change the depth of the pressure of the tool you are using. Amazing images started to appear! Then someone just happened to ask if we had any artwork for display. That was the beginning. Three exhibitions followed: an opening event at the Chris Doman Gallery in Saanichton, the Oak Bay library, and Goo Goo Goggles Optical (a business in Victoria). Display banners advertising the art exhibitions became the inspiration for Lauraine Derman’s Grade 3 students at Willow Elementary School. The students were immersed in a community-based environmental studies program, which focussed on ecological responsibility, researching the plight of three locally endangered species, and raising funds for their cause. Their whimsical and insightful poems, about recycling, which occurs in nature, became an important and complementary part of the exquisite postcard book. Often the public is unaware of what happens in the creative departments of most schools, so how can we get such a positive message out there? How can we help people become more aware of the potential and success there is within each and every student? A book was then in the works. Hermann Edler, book designer and graphic artist, suggested bringing the children’s poetry and artwork together. All the elements fell into place and the book was off to the printers. Thora O’Grady, Mary Howard and Lily Wallace teach at Cedar Hill Junior Secondary School, Victoria. Images of Numbers and Alphabet, A Book of 36 Postcards by Lily Wallace & Hermann Edler, ISBN 0-9734290-0-3 For more information go to www.sd61.bc.ca/school/cedarhill or e-mail wallacelily@shaw.ca. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=21370,BCTF News Releases  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources   For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development News Release Archives 2014  2013  2012    2011 2010  2009  2008 2007  2006  Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2010 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE June 29, 2010 Teachers’ campaign against FSA continues to build momentum  The results from the 2010 Foundations Skills Assessment, released on the second last day of school, show more parents than ever before share our concerns about the controversial tests, said BC Teachers’ Federation President Irene Lanzinger. “Teachers believe the Foundation Skills Assessment test is not an appropriate measure of student progress and actually takes time away from meaningful teaching and learning,” said Lanzinger. “More parents than ever before pulled their children out of these controversial tests because they do not see the value of the results. And, to release the results on the second last day of school suggests the minister of education is struggling to find examples of their usefulness too. What are teachers and school communities supposed to do with results for Grade 7 students when the children are already out the door and on to a brand new secondary school?” This year, the momentum against standardized testing continued to build as an unprecedented number of parents responded to the BCTF’s awareness campaign. In Vancouver, 37% of Grade 4 students did not write the test and 39% of Grade 7 students were withdrawn. In Sooke, 29% of Grade 4 students were withdrawn and 40% of Grade 7 students did not write the FSAs. “The government’s standardized testing agenda is not working,” said Lanzinger. “Teachers believe in assessment, but want to work with education partner groups to develop alternatives to the census-based administration of FSAs. We have called on the government numerous times to administer the tests on a random-sample basis. That would allow the ministry to track student progress across the province and prevent the Fraser Institute from unfairly ranking schools. Random sampling would also ensure teachers are not pressured to teach to the test at the expense of other learning opportunities.” In her release on the 2010 FSA data, Margaret MacDiarmid complained that “student achievement has reached a plateau” and that the system “must find new and innovative approaches to student learning.” Teachers across BC agree that the minister’s way of doing things isn’t working. “If the minister is worried about achievement, she should look at what she is doing to the state of education funding in BC,” said Lanzinger. “She has frozen the budget of 33 school districts, downloaded millions in extra costs, and is now forcing school districts to close more schools and displace more students. The provincial government’s cuts mean larger class sizes, less support for children with special needs, more school closures, and fewer specialists like ESL and teacher-librarians. “If the minister wants to help teachers teach and students learn, she should test less and invest more.” -  30  - For more information, contact Rich Overgaard, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell). Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141007,www.huffingtonpost.com,http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/10/07/ebola-europe_n_5945146.html,More Cases Of Ebola In Europe Unavoidable: WHO View mobile site October 7, 2014 Huffpost WorldPost Edition: U.S. Show/Hide Brasil BR Canada CA Deutschland DE España ES France FR Italia IT 日本 (Japan) JP 한국 (Korea) KR Maghreb MG United Kingdom UK United States US Follow Newsletters Get WorldPostNewsletters Email address Enter Email Address Huffington Post Search Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search iOS app Android app More Log in Create Account Notifications 0 $USERNAME Profile Settings Logout FRONT PAGE Politics Colorado Governor: Legalizing Marijuana Was 'Reckless' 500 Court Rejects Appeal On South Carolina Redistricting 483 Reporter Asked Mark Pryor Whether Obama Is Doing Enough On Ebola. It Wasn't Pretty. 0 60 Percent Of Americans Soon Will Live In States With Marriage Equality 536 Supreme Court Rejects Gay Marriage Appeals From 5 States 937 Go to Politics More in Politics Pollster Politics Blog Off The Bus Election Maps Pollster You Might Also Like WorldPost Green Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Business Walmart And Whole Foods Are Slowly Killing Traditional Supermarkets 124 Walmart Makes Big Change In Wake Of Obamacare 670 The North And South Are Seriously Divided When It Comes To Fast Food 22 Chase Bank Refuses To Admit How Many People Were Actually Hacked 29 Here's The Letter Calling On Mark Zuckerberg To Help 'Servant'-Like Bus Drivers 27 Go to Business More in Business Small Biz Money You Might Also Like WorldPost Tech Media Arts Sports Weird News Smarter Ideas Urban Progress Media New York Times Editorial Board Backs Marijuana Initiatives 56 This Is Why Live TV Weather Reports Are Still The Best 0 Iran Frees Journalist On Bail 1 Go to Media More in Media Eat The Press Calderone: The Backstory You Might Also Like Entertainment TV Comedy Arts Books Religion Moviefone Green Reality Star Reveals The Stunning Pollution TV Cameras Didn't Show 17 Bear Cub Found Dead In Central Park 16 LOOK: This Crab Stood Up To A Very Large Alligator -- And Won 1 World Falling Behind On Plan To Protect Natural World, UN Says 7 Hey, America: It's Time To Talk About The Price Of Water 33 Go to Green More in Green Energy Climate Change Animals Green Tech Green Holiday You Might Also Like Politics Food WorldPost Science Healthy Living Tech Facebook Possibly Planning A Secret New Use For Messenger, Leaked Screenshots Reveal 11 You're Using Your Sunglasses All Wrong 8 Why People Have Stopped Downloading iOS 8 0 Twitter Sues For Right To Disclose Details Of Government Surveillance Requests 0 Hewlett-Packard Plans To Break Into Two Companies 77 Go to Tech More in Tech TEDWeekends Social Media You Might Also Like Small Biz Green Science NY SF Smarter Ideas TechCrunch Engadget Arts The Glamorous History Of Pin-Up Like You've Never Seen It Before 3 1 Here Are A Bunch Of F*cking Delightful Artsy Cat Photos. You're Welcome. 3 This Is What It Really Looks Like To Be A Modern Day Nun 8 New Animation-Inspired Art Show Will Make You Yearn For Saturday Morning Cartoons 0 Go to Arts More in Arts Painting Film Design Photography Theater Architecture You Might Also Like Books NY Los Angeles Travel 50 Fictional Places You Can Visit In Real Life 6 Go to Travel More in Travel Travel Video Destinations Themed Guides TSA Airlines You Might Also Like Food Arts World GPS for the Soul Recipes Women 60 Little Tips That Can Change A College Girl's Life 7 Gillian Anderson Says Sexism Is 'Easy To Miss' And 'Easy To Get Used To' 26 The History Of The Bra [INFOGRAPHIC] 6 Go to Women More in Women Love & Sex Career & Money Women's Health You Might Also Like Style Weddings Divorce Parents Healthy Living Black Voices Latino Voices Religion Here's Why These Muslims Are Refusing To Criticize ISIS 816 Mother Upset Over School Assignment About Islam 1K Beardless Jesus Discovered On Early Christian Artifact 0 David Archuleta Released His First Single In Years . . . And You'll Never Guess What He's Singing About 43 What Happened When Tony Campolo's Son 'Came Out' As Humanist 58 Go to Religion More in Religion Buddhism Christianity Hinduism Islam Judaism You Might Also Like Arts World Healthy Living Impact GPS for the Soul HuffPost Live Next Ferguson & The Threat Of State Violence Next SCOTUS To Rule On Prisoner's Beard Tomorrow 'Felony' Star Jai Courtney LIVE Tomorrow Author & Therapist Linda Carroll LIVE Tomorrow Macy Gray LIVE Go to Huffpost Live All Sections News Politics WorldPost Business Small Business Money Media Sports Education Crime Weird News Good News Entertainment Entertainment Celebrity Comedy Arts & Culture Books TV Life & Style Healthy Living GPS for the Soul Style Home Taste Weddings Travel Parents Divorce Huff/Post 50 Marlo Thomas OWN Dr. Phil Tech & Science Tech Science Green Code Voices Women Black Voices Latino Voices Voces (en español) Gay Voices Religion College Teen Impact Local Chicago DC Denver Detroit Hawaii Los Angeles Miami New York San Francisco Our Mobile Apps: iOS Android HuffPost Live (iOS) GPS For The Soul (iOS) GPS For The Soul (Android) WorldPost Berggruen Institute on Governance ChinaFile How A Self-Described 'Blonde Tattooed Texas Girl' Became An ISIS Twitter Star 2014-10-03 19:22:38 It's Been 3 Weeks Since Anyone's Seen Kim And Rumors Are Swirling 2014-10-06 16:54:02 Syria Blasts At School Kill 32, Including 10 Kids 2014-10-01 08:58:17 3 New Findings On ISIS Weapons That You Should Know About 2014-10-06 20:46:37 Al-Shabab Militants Pushed Out Of Last Significant Stronghold In Somalia 2014-10-05 15:47:37 Turkish Riot Police Detain ISIS Sympathizers After Protesters Clash On Campus 2014-10-01 13:50:02 This Unlikely Revolutionary Will Change The Way You Think About Syria 2014-10-03 07:36:06 WATCH: Two Container Ships Collide In The Suez Canal 2014-09-30 17:45:28 Kurds Face Massacre In Syrian Border Town As Turkey Just Watches 2014-10-05 18:09:59 Spanish Nurse First To Contract Ebola Outside West Africa 2014-10-06 13:32:00 Warships From South Korea, North Korea Exchange Warning Shots 2014-10-06 23:19:13 American Held Hostage By ISIS: 'I Am Obviously Pretty Scared To Die' 2014-10-06 03:42:29 Erdogan Demands Apology From Biden After ISIS Comments 2014-10-04 10:51:53 Kurds Claim Key Border Border Crossing After Fierce Battles With ISIS 2014-09-30 20:08:33 Previous Story Next Story More Cases Of Ebola In Europe Unavoidable: WHO Reuters Posted: 10/07/2014 9:21 am EDT Updated: 40 minutes ago Share Tweet Email Comment tumblr stumble reddit By Inmaculada Sanz and Kate Kelland MADRID/LONDON, Oct 7 (Reuters) - The World Health Organization said on Tuesday that Europe would almost certainly see more cases of Ebola after a nurse in Spain became the first person known to have caught the virus outside Africa. With concerns growing that the worst Ebola outbreak on record could spread beyond West Africa, where it has killed more than 3,400 people in three impoverished countries, Spanish officials tried to reassure the public that they were tackling the threat. Health experts said the chances were slim of a full-blown outbreak outside Africa. Rafael Perez-Santamaria, head of the Carlos III Hospital in Madrid, where the infected nurse had treated two Spanish missionaries who had contracted the disease in West Africa, said medical staff were "revising our protocols." Four people including the nurse's husband were admitted to hospital for observation. Even though western European hospitals, unlike most of those in the affected parts of Africa, have the facilities to isolate an infected patient, WHO European director Zsuzsanna Jakab said it was "quite unavoidable ... that such incidents will happen in the future because of the extensive travel from Europe to the affected countries and the other way around." Nevertheless, she said that "the most important thing in our view is that Europe is still at low risk, and that the western part of the European region particularly is the best prepared in the world to respond to viral haemorrhagic fevers including Ebola." Still, health authorities in the developed world are being forced to re-examine their alertness to a disease that has been raging through Guinea, Sierra Leone and Liberia since March, killing more than half of those it infects. The Spanish nurse, Teresa Romero, had gone on holiday in Madrid after the second of her Ebola patients died on Sept. 25, but did not start feeling ill until Sept. 30. Her trade union said she had then asked three times to be tested for Ebola before the infection was finally confirmed on Oct. 6. NURSES DEMONSTRATING Dozens of doctors and nurses demonstrated outside La Paz Hospital in Madrid demanding more information about how Romero had caught Ebola, which is not airborne but transmitted through direct contact with the body fluids of a person who, experts say, must already be showing symptoms. "Given that both the transmission methods and the methods of prevention are well known, it is clear that some mistake was made," the Madrid College of Doctors said in a statement. The story of slow response was echoed in Dallas, Texas, where the first Ebola patient diagnosed on U.S. soil, Thomas Eric Duncan, was in critical condition. Thomas is on a ventilator and a kidney dialysis machine to help stabilize him, the hospital said Tuesday. Even though Duncan told a nurse he had flown from West Africa, the hospital initially sent him back to his apartment with antibiotics, only to have him return two days later in an ambulance. Peter Piot, a professor at the London School of Tropical Medicine who was one of the discoverers of Ebola, said caring for its victims demanded draconian discipline, as the slightest mistake could be fatal. "It should be a lesson for everybody that you can't overreact. You can't overprotect," he told a WHO science group teleconference. But he also said such cases would remain rare, with careers most at risk: "There is a difference with what is going on in West Africa. It won't really give rise to outbreaks." The European Center for Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC), which monitors disease in the EU, said that, while there was a small risk of travelers bringing Ebola in without knowing it, the region's public health authorities "can efficiently detect and confirm cases of Ebola virus disease and thus prevent its onward spread." While the White House said there were no plans for a travel ban, which could impede assistance to West Africa, U.S. authorities were developing new procedures to screen airline passengers. U.S. Senator Chuck Schumer said on Tuesday the measures could include screening air travelers for fever when they arrive in the United States from the worst-hit countries on direct or indirect flights. EXPERIMENTAL DRUGS In contrast to the vast majority of African patients, some of those in Europe and the United States have been given experimental treatments for Ebola, which has no proven cure. In Madrid, Romero has received antibodies from patients who survived Ebola. And Texas Health Presbyterian Hospital in Dallas said Duncan had been given the experimental drug brincidofovir, developed by U.S.-based company Chimerix Inc for use against a respiratory virus but untested on Ebola patients. American Ebola patient Ashoka Mukpo also was receiving brincidofovir, the Nebraska hospital where he was being treated said on Tuesday. Spanish authorities said Romero's husband had so far shown no symptoms of Ebola. The others admitted were a health worker who had diarrhea but no fever, and a Spaniard who had traveled from Nigeria. Twenty-two other people who had come into contact with the nurse were not isolated, but were having their temperature taken twice a day. The Ebola epidemic has overwhelmed the health systems and battered the economies of Guinea, Sierra Leone and Liberia, which were showing signs of recovering from a decade of civil wars in the 1990s. The U.N. Development Program noted that the price of rice was up 30 percent in Sierra Leone, while production had fallen by 10 percent in Guinea as fewer people were tending to crops. The World Bank said that, if the response to the epidemic was not stepped up, transport, cross-border trade, supply chains and tourism across West Africa could be severely disrupted, costing the region as a whole tens of billions of dollars. Fears of economic consequences were felt in Europe too, where travel and leisure shares fell an average 2.4 percent on the London exchange on news of the Spanish Ebola case. (Additional reporting by Emma Pinedo and Sarah Morris in Madrid, Tom Miles in Geneva, David Lewis in Dakar, Marice Richter in Dallas and Doina Chiacu and Roberta Rampton in Washington; Writing by Kevin Liffey; Editing by Giles Elgood, Jim Loney and Grant McCool) Also on The Huffington Post Close  Ebola in West Africa of   Rigiatu Kamara (R), 38, who has recovered from the Ebola virus disease poses in her house in Kenema, Sierra Leone, on August 26, 2014. (Photo by Mohammed Elshamy/Anadolu Agency/Getty Images) Rigiatu Kamara (R), 38, who has recovered from the Ebola virus disease poses with her husband Baibai Kamara (L), 40, in Kenema, Sierra Leone, on August 26, 2014. (Mohammed Elshamy/Anadolu Agency/Getty Images) Rigiatu Kamara, 38, who has recovered from the Ebola virus disease smiles as she looks at the photos from her youth in Kenema, Sierra Leone, on August 26, 2014. (Mohammed Elshamy/Anadolu Agency/Getty Images) Rigiatu Kamara (R), 38, who has recovered from the Ebola virus disease poses in her house in Kenema, Sierra Leone, on August 26, 2014. (Mohammed Elshamy/Anadolu Agency/Getty Images) KENEMA, SIERRA LEONE - AUGUST 26: (Filed) Rigiatu Kamara, 38, who has recovered from the Ebola virus disease looks at the photos from her youth in Kenema, Sierra Leone, on August 26, 2014. Kenema city of Sierra Leone is one of the places that Ebola virus diseases seen the most. (Photo by Mohammed Elshamy/Anadolu Agency/Getty Images) Rigiatu Kamara, 38, who has recovered from the Ebola virus disease shows a photo from her youth in Kenema, Sierra Leone, on August 26, 2014. (Mohammed Elshamy/Anadolu Agency/Getty Images) Liberian street artist Stephen Doe paints on September 8, 2014 a mural to inform people about the symptoms of the deadly Ebola virus in Monrovia. (DOMINIQUE FAGET/AFP/Getty Images) People wait for Liberian security forces to allow them to deliver foodstuff to friends and family members in the West Point area that has been hardest hit by the Ebola virus spreading in Monrovia, Liberia, Monday, Aug. 25, 2014. (AP Photo/Abbas Dulleh) A medical worker of the John Fitzgerald Kennedy Hospital in Monrovia disinfects a wall on September 6, 2014. The death toll from the Ebola epidemic has climbed above 2,000, the World Health Organisation (WHO) said on September 5, as it voiced hopes a vaccine could be available in November. (DOMINIQUE FAGET/AFP/Getty Images) Medical workers of the John Fitzgerald Kennedy hospital in Monrovia, responsible for transport of the bodies of Ebola virus victims, wear their protective suits as they walk past a sick woman waiting for assistance, on September 6, 2014. (DOMINIQUE FAGET/AFP/Getty Images) Medical workers of the John Fitzgerald Kennedy hospital in Monrovia put on protective suits prior to carrying bodies of Ebola virus victims on September 6, 2014. (DOMINIQUE FAGET/AFP/Getty Images) People walk in a street in Monrovia's West Point slum on September 6, 2014. (DOMINIQUE FAGET/AFP/Getty Images) People walk in a street in Monrovia's West Point slum on September 6, 2014. (DOMINIQUE FAGET/AFP/Getty Images) A Liberian policeman stands guard on September 6, 2014 in Monrovia's West Point slum. (DOMINIQUE FAGET/AFP/Getty Images) Children react on September 6, 2014 during a World Food Program (WFP) food distribution in Monrovia's West Point slum. (DOMINIQUE FAGET/AFP/Getty Images) A man waits outside a World Food Program (WFP) food distribution tent in Monrovia's West Point slum on September 6, 2014. (DOMINIQUE FAGET/AFP/Getty Images) People wait during a World Food Programme (WFP) food distribution in Monrovia's West Point slum on September 6, 2014. (DOMINIQUE FAGET/AFP/Getty Images)  Share  Tweet  ✖ Advertisement Share this ✖ close Current Slide More: Reuters Ebola Ebola Outbreak Ebola WHO Who Ebola Spain Ebola Europe Suggest a correction   Click here to view Conversations Conversations Suggested For You FOLLOW HUFFPOST Email Email Address Options The Morning Email WorldPost Get top stories and blog posts emailed to me each day.. Facebook HuffPost WorldPost Twitter HuffPost Follow WorldPost Follow Google Plus HuffPost WorldPost RSS Most Popular on HuffPost Latest News WorldPost All RSS / Feeds Phone Available on the App Store Android App on Google Play Get it at Blackberry App World Capitals Forward Alexander Ovechkin Goes on Sushi Date with 10-Year-Old Fan 5-Year-Old Becomes the NBA’s Most Adorable New Player for a Day #WAKEUPCALL Might Be The Next ALS Ice Bucket Challenge Time - Politics Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search Advertise Log In Make HuffPost your Home Page RSS Careers FAQ User Agreement Privacy Comment Policy About Us About Our Ads Contact Us Copyright ©2014 TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. "The Huffington Post" is a registered trademark of TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. All rights reserved. Part of HPMG News Use this form to alert a HuffPost editor about a factual or typographical error in this story. Notify message * Required * * * What kind of error is this? Choose an option Factual or typographical Comment moderation problem Rights and permissions Other * What is the correction? 0 count Describe the error here (1,000 character limit) * Type the words below so we know you are not a cyborg Sign me up for The Morning Email Thank you!)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9092,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept./Oct. 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, No. 1, Sept./Oct. 2003 Teacher voices Teachers should consider attending an AGM because... Robin Abra, Prince GeorgeThe AGM is an eye opener into the workings and procedures of the BCTF and into the different needs and concerns of the locals. Although we are one body, we (the locals) have different opinions and concerns regarding the business at hand. It is a unique experience to see the "political machines" and coalitions that form during the AGM. Candidates are very vocal and then seem to stop the grandstanding after the elections are held. Michelle Bryant, Queen CharlotteThe AGM is informative, and it gives teachers an understanding of how decisions within the BCTF are made. I especially encourage First Nations teachers and new teachers not only to attend the AGM but also to become active in their local unions. At the AGM, teachers voice their concerns about how the BCTF is operated, and they vote on how the BCTF will carry out further business. As there is a need for more First Nations teachers in the classroom, there is also a need for more First Nations teachers to become active within the BCTF. In light of the government’s attack on public education, new teachers should attend the AGM as a learning experience, for they may hold positions as AGM delegates, local representatives, or local presidents someday. The AGM is also a place to network, meet teachers from other locals, share teaching experiences, and form friendships. I encourage all teachers to attend at least one AGM of the BCTF. Patricia Carrico, Victoria Teachers should consider attending an AGM because we do not engage in our profession in isolation. We are fortunate to be part of an association with a long history of providing multiple areas of support to its members and to the community. I became a teacher four years ago after a long career in the private/non-union sector, where "benefits" often came at the largesse of the boss and from diminishing provincial and federal legislation. The AGM provides an immersion course on the business and direction of the BCTF. Perhaps more important, however, it gives members an opportunity to discover where they can make a contribution to the profession. Nadene Guiltner, Cariboo-Chilcotin An AGM is an excellent way to see just how complex our organization is. During this year’s AGM, members heard discussion on a wide variety of issues. Speakers made points with both reason and passion. Quite a number of new delegates spoke about topics that were of special concern--the debate on TOC issues was one of the liveliest parts of the meeting. After being immersed in that environment for four days, I am beginning to understand and appreciate some of the logistics involved when almost 700 people gather in one place to make decisions that will affect over 40,000 of their colleagues. I urge any member who wishes to know more about the functioning of our organization to put his or her name forward for the 2004 AGM. Bill Hood, Vancouver Participating in the AGM gives teachers an opportunity to see themselves and their profession more clearly. You witness lively reflection on, and education of, both what we do every day in the classroom and, more important, why we do it. This experience comes to us in the voices, and through the stories, of people from all parts of the province. The effect helps me remember, on a profound level, that none of us is alone, wherever we currently find ourselves in the education system. At the same time, each delegate becomes a part of a more caring and supportive society that we strive to create in both our classrooms and our communities--a place where each voice is not only respected and valued, but empowered. It is impossible for me to express the inspiration I feel in a large assembly where thoughtful and assertive people express a wide diversity of opinions and where speakers are encouraged and supported in the expression of their opinions. My trip to the AGM feels very much like a visit to an exciting future--to a world that I, along with many teachers, students, and parents hope to inhabit some day in all parts of our lives. One of the speakers at this year’s AGM said, "Teaching is the greatest act of optimism a person can be involved in." Another said, "Teaching is a supreme act of solidarity with the next generation." These quotes give voice to some of my deepest feelings about my work. Come to the AGM, and visit the future. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=24172&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > October 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 2, October 2011   The rebranding of Christy Clark and the BC Liberals over the past seven months Trust looms large in the next provincial election  By Noel Herron   Queen of photo ops, Premier Maggie Muggins, and Madame Flip Flop are some of the less-than-flattering encomiums directed at Christy Clark since she assumed the premiership of BC seven months ago. Clark who had parlayed her popularity as a CKNW radio host into the premier’s chair, defeating three well known Liberal cabinet ministers (she received the support of only one Liberal MLA for her campaign) has, only recently, been subjected to a more critical analysis by most of the mainstream media. Prior to, and after her victory, the overweening attention of the media, especially the photo-a-day treatment by Vancouver-based Post Media conglomerate (print and television) for a three-month period, amounted to unabashed boosterism for Clark’s campaign. A few commentators stand out, notably the Vancouver Sun’s Vaughan Palmer, as insightful and incisive exceptions to this type of coverage. Contrast that with the shabby treatment accorded John Cummins, the newly elected leader of the struggling provincial Conservative party, who barely rated a mention and, if he did, it was in the last paragraph or two of political pieces. (Incidentally, last month’s Liberal attack ads targeting the Conservatives, underline the growing threat they perceive to their provincial coalition.) But many questions remain as Clark continues what has been called, to date, her “never-ending election campaign;” some of these questions are: Is Christy Clark with her evolving political career and emphasis on self-promotion to the detriment of governing the province, now being too clever by half? And, most importantly, will the general electorate—not the registered Liberal party members of whom she is clearly the darling—buy into the reinvented and supposedly softer, gentler image of what was previously an ideological, right-wing coalition? In her ongoing efforts to distance herself and her party from the more contentious policies of her predecessor, it is worth remembering that Clark served as deputy premier, minister of education and minister of children and family development in the Campbell government. As education minister, the outright rejection by the Supreme Court of Canada as “unconstitutional and invalid” her 2002 sledgehammer education legislation that callously denied assistance to the province’s most vulnerable kids with special needs, was a resounding rebuke. It cost BC’s struggling education system $275 million over a five-year period. This specific, court-ordered underfunding has yet to be addressed by the Liberals. Having narrowly won the byelection to replace Gordon Campbell in his Point Grey riding, Clark brazenly asserted that she viewed her razor-thin victory as a “mandate for change.” And a day after her victory (in which she flatly refused to debate her opponent), and after she had promised her new constituents that she would faithfully represent them in Victoria, she allowed that she might not run in Point Grey in the general election. Having polished her populism on radio, Clark comes across to many as glib, often dismissive, with even a touch of arrogance. While she earned kudos for raising the minimum wage, something the BC Liberals resisted for a decade, it won’t reach the $10/hour level until May 2012. It was not lost on working stiffs across this province that in May 2007, the governing Liberals voted themselves an increase of 29%, while the premier’s raise was a whopping 54%. Clark’s policy flip-flops are many: her initial position on BC’s representation in the Canadian Senate, her ever-changing position on the HST, and her threat to over-rule mayors on a gas tax hike to fund the Evergreen Line. Her penchant for sustained showboating as either a soccer mum, a Canuck supporter replete with hockey jersey, or as a Kitsilano waitress (barely disguising her power suit and high heels), is not her most appealing trait. Her reversals of Campbell policies on such issues as increased camping fees in public parks, partial restoration of community grants (including last month’s reversal on playground grants) and the review of BC Ferries rates, will undoubtedly win her some support. However, the decade-old, over-the-top, Liberal claim to be “the most open government in Canada” falls far short, despite Clark’s promise to alter the secrecy-ingrained Campbell regime. Indeed, this change of approach received a serious blow when it was discovered that four firms with Liberal ties received secret HST contracts. However, it is Christy Clark’s signature, families-first policy that has been called “Liberal Lite”—heavy on platitudes and short on substance—that has come in for repeated and justifiable criticism. Apart from restoring some funding to important non-core programs such as the school-based Roots of Empathy and the strengthening of school bullying programs, substantial issues such as the denial of funding to the most vulnerable kids with special needs in BC schools, coupled with the worst child-poverty rate in Canada, and the closure by the Liberals of upwards of 60 group homes for developmentally disabled and the cutting of services putting these families under stress—all of these mock Clark’s repeated and dubious claims for her families-first agenda. Add to this the mid-summer announcement (astoundingly couched in Liberal terms as a good news story) of diminished access to subsidies for working families needing childcare. But remember, this is the new way of doing things as our premier never tires of telling us. Even more damaging to Clark’s vaunted families-first mantra is the draconian 2004 legislative change to child labour law, whereby a 12-year-old BC child was allowed to go to work. Prior to this, the minimum work age was 15. Joel Bakan, an internationally known UBC professor and expert in the field, (author of the new Childhood Under Siege: How Big Business Targets Children), notes that BC currently “has the most neglectful child labour law in North America, indeed in the world… Afghanistan and Haiti have more protective laws on their books.” To drive the point home Bakan adds, “In British Columbia, a child can go to work at 12, in just about any job, hazardous or not (mines, taverns, bars, and lounges are the only exceptions) and they can be required to work at any time of the day or night except during school hours.” The Liberal rationale for this changed labour law was cited as “making BC more competitive.” Shameful. In a sense, it really does not matter when Clark decides to call a provincial election. She recently ended months of speculation about an impending fall election. Be it next year or the following year, one key word will be “trust.” After Clark’s refusal to review the disgraceful Basi/Virk $6 million legal payout, but more particularly, the late August defeat of Gordon Campbell’s deviously introduced HST tax (supported by every single Liberal MLA at the time, and endorsed, albeit in a modified form by the current government), the BC Liberals will have their hands full on the credibility front facing a revitalized opposition once the writ is dropped. The sell off of BC Rail, after promising not to, also factors heavily into the Liberals’ trust deficit. Certainly the rebranding of the BC Liberals as the party of lower taxes and fiscal management took a huge hit with the dumping of the HST. Now the complex task of unscrambling Campbell’s massive mess as the province returns to the PST/GST is estimated to last a year or more. One expects the opposition party to provide detailed, if not biting, critiques of government leadership prior to an election, but when the current minister of education, George Abbott, albeit, in the final days of the heated leadership race for the premier’s office, bluntly stated that, “more and more it is abundantly clear that Ms. Clark’s positions are simply not credible and it shows that she has no real plan for our province, our economy or our families.” Even some Liberals have started to question Clark’s gravitas in the premier’s chair. Her September job creation announcement, designed in part to counteract this negative impression, came replete with recycled and repackaged strategies originally designed by, what one reporter pointedly labelled, “he who shall not be named.“ Lastly, many middle-of-the-road BC Liberals have to be painfully aware that no amount of rebranding, hyperbolic sloganeering, or reinvention of the party’s image will overcome voter anger at the piling on, over a decade, of a host of both direct and indirect taxes (some surreptitiously) on a weary BC electorate. Pocketbook issues dominate every time. Voters will have the final say on this if, and when, Christy Clark finally drops the writ.  Noel Herron, former Vancouver school trustee.  )
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=14242&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 20, Number 2, October 2007 Get out there and sell By Kevin Epp Fundraising in the public education system is commonplace. New schemes are being launched daily, aimed at the customer base that our sales force of students have direct access to. It appears that these new revenue generators are designed to maximize profit but little, if any, thought is put into the subliminal messages our involvement sends and what this teaches our students. At many schools in BC one such fundraising program is the annual Canadian Community Reading (CCR) Magazine Program. The Parents’ Advisory Committee at the school signs on with the CCR and the students are enlisted as the sales force. The campaign kicks off with a school-wide assembly. The professional sales agent from the CCR presents a well-designed pitch aimed directly at the students, playing on their hypersensitive material desires. The students are shown an amazing array of incentive awards. The sales agent begins by introducing the snack food items students can win on a daily basis and then slowly, stepping through the movements of this symphony of sparkles, he introduces the video games, the cash, and the toys the students can earn through their sales efforts. At the crescendo of this production, the students are introduced to the enormous stereo system that the champion of the program will receive. The staff is told at a staff meeting when the program will begin, when it will end, and the paperwork responsibilities they have. Teachers must collect completed orders and monies from their class, organize them as per instructions, and submit them in the customized envelope from the CCR. Quietly, and without any of the fanfare of the motivational assembly held for the students, the teachers are informed that the teacher with the top-selling class will receive an expensive gift. The campaign lasts for several weeks after which the PAC receives a substantial cut of the profits from the CCR. Although the amount of class time that the paper shuffling takes is minimal, the overall impact of the program on instructional time is significant. There is the opening assembly, draws, daily announcements, which sound like poorly scripted commercials, and reminders to complete the required paper collection. When considered in their entirety, the particulars of the program take a chunk of instructional time. The school does not spend any class time helping the students and the program achieve greater results. We do not teach any sales techniques or communication skills that could assist the students in being more productive, and relieve some of their anxiety about selling. The loss of class time is significant and disturbing. Instructional time allotted to meaningful curriculum is already stretched too far. Using the entire student body as a labour force to raise funds for the school seems inappropriate. In at least one Lower Mainland district, mailings home are now accompanied by advertisements, which the school board sells to local retailers. Students are being used to reach their audience of homes and the district endorses certain retailers by providing direct delivery of their mailings. One thing is clear about most fundraising in BC schools. Teachers are not consulted about what type of work is done to raise the funds. Many individual programs raise money through a variety of sales drives and fund-a-thons, and these programs are rarely, in my experience, discussed at a school-wide staff forum. Whether it is a food drive for a local charity or a band trip to Timbuktu, the school’s focus is "get out there and sell it." The kick-off motivational assembly for the CCR every year is a catalyst for me. It disturbs me or forces me to wrestle with an ethical dilemma. Gandhi says we should ask how our actions benefit the poorest man (Nair, 1997). When I consider some of BC’s poorest school citizens and the magazine program, I see that they may benefit from the funds raised. When I shine the light of ethical discourse on sales-based fundraising, and in this specific case, the magazine sale, I am compelled to examine it from the three directions—action, motive, and outcome. The entire magazine process is ill-conceived and poorly executed. The PAC’s motive behind the sale is admirable. The motives of the students and the teachers seeking material rewards are clear, and their own to wrestle with. The outcome of the magazine sale is superb. The school, many teams and groups within the school, and a number of the school’s neediest students benefit directly in a variety of ways. It is also abundantly clear that without PAC money earned through fundraising, many of these benefits would not be realized. This year, after the program was under way, I held a discussion with my class about the ethical issues around the magazine sales. These 13-year-olds had a variety of opinions on the sale, their involvement, and the worthiness of such a program within the school. I shared the highlights of this discussion with the principal and the PAC fundraising chairperson. Finally, I have brought the issue of rewarding a staffperson as top producer to the staff for discussion. I would prefer an environment where fundraising for the school was unnecessary, however, that is a naive notion in today’s economic climate. By working through this dilemma via some ethical guidelines, I have reached a place where I understand why the PAC and the school participate in this type of fundraising. I do not agree with the actions. I understand the motives. I approve of the outcome. Until the current government in BC funds school programs adequately, I will have to struggle with the contradictions of this situation and watch everyone else "get out there and sell!" Kevin Epp teaches at KVR Middle School, Penticton.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=14288&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 20, Number 2, October 2007 The Fraser Institute’s flawed report card By Noel Herron The midsummer release to an enterprising Globe and Mail reporter (via the Freedom of Information Act) of background briefing notes prepared for Education Minister Shirley Bond on the Fraser Institute’s annual report card on public and private schools in BC provides a devastating indictment of the right-wing think tank’s misleading ranking of schools. With this revelation the shocking lack of forceful criticism by successive education ministers on the Fraser Institute’s approach over the past decade should now come to a grinding halt. The institute’s methodology comes in for a withering critique by Victoria bureaucrats on no less than 23 separate counts of biased, inaccurate, and misleading strategies in preparing and publishing its rankings of schools. The strong denunciation of these widely publicized reports, now emerging from an official government source, echoes the swelling criticisms by teachers, principals, superintendents of schools, school trustees, and some local parent groups. This now makes it more difficult for the Fraser Institute, which many consider has a notoriously anti-public school bias, to dismiss criticisms of its methodology as simply coming from vested interest groups. The institute’s listings have previously come in for an additional scathing technical review from at least one other study (separate from the ministry’s analysis) that challenged both the validity and reliability of its methodology. Adding questionable, interpretative tables to these lists, as the Fraser Institute has done in the past few years, does little to enhance its credibility. All of this certainly won’t stop the monopolistic CanWest media chain through its BC outlets, The Vancouver Sun and The Province newspapers, from publishing 15-page supplements each year ranking almost 1,000 schools across the province. Both of these newspapers, with accompanying so-called "balanced" editorials have strongly supported the Fraser Institute’s approach while patronizingly acknowledging the narrow academic focus it utilizes. But don’t expect either of these newspapers to discontinue publication of their supplements in light of the recent revelations—these biased lists sell far too many papers. Some of the pointed backgrounder criticisms made by ministry of education officials were: ...there is "no consideration of context, region, or socio-economic factors" by the Fraser Institute in its comparative analysis of schools. In other words, public schools like Strathcona Elementary in the heart of the Vancouver’s inner city (with the poorest postal code in Canada) are unfairly compared with elite private schools such as Little Flower Academy or St. George’s in the affluent Westside: ...that three of the Institute’s measures for high schools are based strictly on provincial exams but this "does not take into consideration such components as sports programs, arts, and caring teachers." ...that the over-the-top and misleading claim by the institute that it provides "a detailed picture of each school that is not easily available elsewhere" ignores the fact that both school and district reports supply far more in-depth and comprehensive information. Contrary to the institute’s claims that its annual exercise contributes to "encouraging and assisting all those seeking to improve their schools" with schools moving up a notch or two or more on its scales, there is evidence that its widely publicized results have had a negative and dispiriting impact on schools working hard on genuine school improvement. The simplistic and narrowly focussed test-result approach used by the institute ignores the intersection of varied and complex school components that often combine in different ways to bring about genuine and lasting school improvement. Some of these varied components are: co-operative and supportive leadership by principals ongoing, intensive, professional development by teaching and non-teaching staff systematic curricular goal setting and reviews updating the adequacy of a school’s stock of contemporary teaching supplies and materials voluntary involvement by staff in extra-curricular activities the availability and the hiring of specialized teachers at the elementary level (physical education, ESL, special ed, and French) and at the secondary level (science, technology, ESL and learning assistance, and/or skill development) when needed access to innovative funding at a local level to combat a decade’s worth of offloading and to meet increased demands added resources for schools in disadvantaged areas across the province perhaps most important, a close focus on the development of a warm and welcoming school climate that generates school pride, productivity, and perseverance. In particular, in reference to the latter component, contrary to the Fraser Institute, there is no quick fix for genuine school improvement. And it is patently absurd to state that a flawed ranking system of upwards of 1,000 schools, with some schools moving up a notch or two, offers a clear incentive for school improvement. An experienced observer recently stated that the Fraser Institute’s annual rankings simply serve as a provincial showcase for elite private schools that annually top (surprise, surprise) these lists with their sky high fees and exclusionary (no ESL or kids with special needs ) admission requirements. The invidious, ideological, comparison of these exclusive private schools with outstanding, open, public schools, year after year, is increasingly viewed with tremendous skepticism. It’s quite an understatement to say that the Fraser Institute’s annual report card doesn’t tell the whole story, as CanWest newspapers in Vancouver never tire of reminding us, but it’s quite another matter to allow this misleading approach to go publicly unchallenged from the education minister’s office. The muted responses, and the almost apologetic tone of Shirley Bond and her Liberal predecessors over the past several years in responding to the annual ranking reports have been quite disgraceful. Giving a free pass to the Fraser Institute is no longer acceptable in this province. And while it may hitherto have been politically and ideologically astute for the BC Liberals to provide their toned down, non-responses, the jig is up in Victoria with the minister’s briefing notes now in the public domain. Education ministers must finally step up to the plate and publicly blast this contextless and biased listing for what it is—a well-financed and organized strategy designed to undermine public schools in this province. Noel Herron is a former principal and Vancouver school board trustee.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/mobile/NewTeachersHandbook/default.aspx?id=31792,BCTF New Teachers' Handbook  Toggle navigation New Teachers’ Handbook © 2014 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. Table of Contents Introduction President's message Setting the BC context Jobs and professsional responsibilities Professional Responsibility / Code of Ethics Standards for the Education, Competence... Beginning your career as a TTOC Tips for success Beginning your career as a classroom teacher Planning Classroom management Establishing a positive environment Teaching strategies / classroom complexity Learning resources Communicating with parents/guardians Students with special needs Working with education (teacher) assistants Preparing for a Teacher Teaching on Call Parent involvement in schools Working with volunteers Wellness—taking care of yourself How the BC Teachers’ Federation helps Others who can help Professional development (PD) Evaluation of teachers Resources Membership New Teachers’ Home BCTF Home Jobs and professional responsibilities  The job search  Many teachers begin their careers as teachers teaching on call. You can do several things to prepare for this prospect. update your résumé learn more about job interviews and practice those skills find out about teacher supply and demand around the province: enrollment increases, grade and/or subject demand, TTOC shortages check online for the latest information: bctf.ca/publications.aspx?id=5630   bctf.ca/OpportunitiesForMembers.aspx?id=5504  bctf.ca/OpportunitiesForMembers.aspx?id=5494    Job postings  School districts use the Make a Future website to advertise teaching positions. There is also an option to be notified when new positions are posted: www.makeafuture.ca/. School districts, superintendents  Few school districts accept résumés without reference to a specific job posting. Check makeafuture.ca or the school district website. The superintendent’s list is on the BCTF website: bctf.ca/contacts.cfm?page=superintendents or the Ministry of Education website: www.gov.bc.ca/bced/. Job interviews  Visit the school district or school homepage prior to the interview to gather as much information as possible. What do they ask?  Following are some questions that might be asked in an interview for a teaching position: From your observations and experience, what particular instructional strategies appeal to you? How do you feel about working in a collaborative setting? How do you think you would go about helping a student who is having more difficulty than the other students? How might you make use of the school library? The services of a teacher librarian? The learning assistance teacher? How would you describe an effective teacher? Tell us about a lesson that went really well during your practicum or as a teacher teaching on call. Tell us about a student who presented you with a discipline challenge, and describe how you handled it. What are some of your priorities in establishing a positive learning environment in your classroom? What are some specific evaluation methods that appeal to you? What are your strengths and weaknesses? What do you think are the major educational issues facing schools today? What classroom themes might you use? What other work and community experiences have you had? What professional development activities have you undertaken? What protocol do you follow for ongoing discipline problems? Why did you decide to become a teacher? Why would you like to teach in this district? What age group do you think you will be most comfortable with as you begin your teaching? Why? How will you include a student with special needs in your classroom? How do you use technology in the classroom? Note: When you are interviewed at a school for a particular position, subject-specific questions are often asked. Be prepared to answer questions in your areas of expertise. What should not be asked?  What are your family plans? What are your personal values? What are your religious beliefs/affiliation? What extra-curricular work will you undertake? What should you ask?  If invited to ask a question in an interview, try one or two of these: What professional development opportunities exist in the district? Is there a mentoring program for new teachers to the district? Is there an orientation program for new teachers to the district? Is a statement of the school/district philosophy (mission statement) available to study? (If you did not find the information online.) If you are in an interview for a job in a remote or rural district, you might want to ask questions about: housing, community activities, transportation, district resources, and out-of-district professional development opportunities. Always have a question ready to ask. Most interviews now provide for this. Previous Next)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=25459&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > March 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 5, March 2012   President’s message  By Susan Lambert   What is collective bargaining all about? It’s about a respectful and dignified determination of the policies and practices related to the employment relationship. For teachers, apart from the basics of salary and benefits in our collective agreement, our working conditions are fundamental to our ability to teach students. Employing people costs money and contractual and legislative regimes defining employment relationships impede management rights to a degree. History has taught us that these restrictions on management rights are necessary to protect workers from exploitation, discrimination, and arbitrary decisions. Producing goods and providing services balance investment and funding with the value of the goods and services produced. History has also taught us that the quality of those products and services is enhanced when those producing them feel committed to the work they do. Collective bargaining is the process of renewing the agreement that governs the employment relationship. Both sides, employees and employers, sit down and hammer out a compromise that addresses issues of concern in the language of the collective agreement. Collective bargaining is essentially a respectful process balancing the costs of the employer with the needs of employees. The collective bargaining process for teachers is complicated because we have two employers—our trustees, who are represented at the table by their bargaining agent BCPSEA, and the provincial government which of course has control of the ledgers both provincial revenues and expenditures. Since March 1, 2011, your bargaining team has attempted to bring your concerns, articulated by the Bargaining Conference of November 2010, to the bargaining table. Since March 1, 2011, BCPSEA has refused to enter into the process of negotiations except to table demands for changes to our current collective agreement rights that would weaken professional autonomy, seniority rights, fair and transparent practices in post and fill and evaluation, discipline, and dismissal processes. They have claimed that the government’s mandate for this round of bargaining is net zero and therefore there is no room to negotiate “cost items.” However they have also refused to discuss moving more bargaining back to local tables—an issue that costs nothing. Additionally, government refuses to restore the working conditions’ language stripped from teacher collective agreements in 2002 or restore our rights to bargain these conditions. A net-zero wage mandate means that government wants to cut salaries. Net-zero costs you the factor of inflation in your purchasing power. In January, we violated a fundamental rule of bargaining 101. We revised our proposals eliminating some and significantly reducing others without any indication of a reciprocal step from our employer. The whole package can be viewed on the Member portal at bctf.ca/myBCTF/content.aspx?id=23112. We did this to show concrete evidence of our sincerity to compromise to reach an agreement at the bargaining table. We felt this new package could form the basis of negotiations. But it takes two to make a deal. And so far government has refused to budge. We cannot continue to bargain with ourselves. We need a partner at the bargaining table that has the will and capacity to bargain a fair and reasonable deal with teachers. Minister Abbott has repeatedly said he supports and respects teachers but his actions have belied his words. We need to see concrete evidence of the respect the minister professes. We need to see that evidence at the bargaining table and in legislation that respects the rights of teachers to bargain our working conditions, which are our students’ learning conditions.   Susan Lambert, BCTF president  )
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=33047&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2014 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 26, Number 6, May/June 2014   Classified ads Travel/Vacation  SOUTH OF FRANCE villa in lively, lovely market town of Limoux. 4 bdrms. 2 bath. Sleeps 8. All mod cons. Near lake and river swimming and historic Carcassonne. Great rates. Deep discounts for long-term, off-season. www.southoffrancerental.com  FRANCE Ultimate vacations, privately owned, beautiful furn. 1 bdrm. central Paris. Wkly/mthly. 604-738-1876, 604-879-4936, irene.roland@gmail.com, www.ultimateparis.com  MAUI, KIHEI Privately owned, fully furn. 2 bdrm, 2 bath condo, across from Kamaole Beaches. Great complex, Great location. 250-598-6955. FRANCE Alsace and Vosges Mountains, 3 bdrm. heritage house on wine route, furnished, modern kitchen, 45 min. from Germany, 35 min. from Switzerland. C$550/wk., mano936@gmail.com  ENGLAND The Cotswolds, cottage suitable for two people. Gorgeous, country walks and history at your doorstep. Minimum 2 weeks. Email: lynette@coulter.plus.com  PUERTO VALLARTA Bright, clean, quiet, 1 bdrm., 2 blks from beach, downtown, $350/wk., $895/mo. (May-Oct.), $1,395/mo. (Nov.–April). 604-608-4268, dbemc@hotmail.com  GULF ISLANDS Deluxe waterfront cottage, 1 bd./sleeps 4, winter and summer rates, call Alma 250-629-3008, www.ainsliepointcottage.com  FRANCE Alsace wineroute near Strasbourg, large 2 bdrm. apartment. Balcony overlooking river, beamed ceilings, much charm. Contact morrow.gr@gmail.com  GREECE Charming, 1 bdrm. apartment on Mediterranean Sea. Fully equipped, including air conditioning. Contact morrow.gr@gmail.com  MAUI Great S Kihei location, 1 bdrm. with ocean view, across from great beachs. For more information 209-599-5248 or www.maui342.com   GABRIOLA ISLAND, BC 2 bdrm. cottage gabriolacottage.netfirms.com or e-mail boysen@shaw.ca 250-247-9883 BAJA San Jose Del Cabo Mexico: Privately owned, fully furnished 1 bdrm. condo on the Punta Sur Golf Course (6th tee) Ocean view. Wkly/mtly. 604-626-8523, eleanoreelton@gmail.com or VRBO #461431 for pics. PUERTO VALLARTA 2 bdrm. condo rental, bfoog13@hotmail.com  WATERFRONT CONDO Birch Bay, WA. 2 bdrm., 2 bath, for week or weekend rentals. Complex has indoor pool, hot tub, games room. $150/night or $900/wk (plus $50 cln. fee) birchbayrentals.com or call Teresa 604-831-4080. FRANCE FRANCE 2014/2015 holiday rental. Well renovated converted barn & stone houses in ancient, traditional vineyard village, SW France. Great walking, cycling, food, wine, Cathar castles. C$776/ C$1067/wk. couple or family/children under 18. Email: mjcapper@hotmail.com Visit: www.ourhouseinfrance.com.au  QUADRA ISLAND Waterfront Beach Cabin or Studio-suite. gfalck@twincomm.ca, http:eagle-viewvacationaccommodations.vpweb.ca, 250-285-3682 KOOTENAY LAKE, BC Log Cabin (suite) 60 km north of Creston on the Kootenay Lake. Beach access, boat launch, sauna, Kokanee Spring Golf Resort (10 km), Belfour/Nelson Ferry (13 Km) - $449/wk. Phone Rick 403-714-3037. CHRISTINA LAKE cottage vacation rental. Check online: http://augustwhim.com  DEEP BAY. Waterfront, 2 bdrm cottage, Deep Bay, Vancouver Island, overlooking Denman, Hornby Islands. Relaxing, private. Sleeps 4-6 people, n/s, n/p. Available June to September. 604-939-0121 or email joyce.buckham@shaw.ca  GULF ISLANDS. Quiet secluded home. Spectacular views. Near ocean, close to town. For May & June, 2014, $900/mo. Sleeps 4 with studio. 2 resident cats. talkingtrees@shaw.ca  QUADRA ISLAND. Quiet, private cottage on pristine Village Bay Lake, swimming, fishing, kayaking. Water access only, off the grid. 2 bdrm. with own decks, sleeps 4. July and August, $800/wk. quadraisland@shaw.ca  CULTUS LAKE 3 bdrm. cabin, steps from the beach. $1000/wk. Weekly rentals only. 604-847-0780. SUNSHINE COAST Fully equipped waterfront beach house for rent on sandy beach in Powell River. 2 bdrm. and den. $200/night. For photos and availability contact spiderfly222@hotmail.com   QUADRA ISLAND oceanfront cottage holiday accommodation, secluded, peaceful. Sutil Channel, 1-800-661-9441, eagletreecottage.ca  SUMMER SOUTH OF FRANCE in a large and charming 17th century farmhouse that can sleep 5-6 comfortably. 2 full bath and 3 bdrms. Area is famous for its wine and food, and there are a myriad of interesting activities and sights to enjoy during your stay, including canoeing on the Dordogne River to see all the Chateaux, visiting nearby villages and markets, tours in famous caves with prehistoric drawings, day trips to historic sites of Saint Emilion Carcassonne or Rocamadour and much more. Please contact Anne Louise McFarland (past President APPIPC) for photos and rates: almcfarland@shaw.ca  QUADRA ISLAND HOUSE, waterfront. Ideal for summer vacation. Large private treed acreage (100 acres, 2000 ft. of waterfront) with pristine sandy beach. Pictures, more info at Vancouver Craigslist, click vacation rental and in search box write: Kolker's estate vacation rental, or phone 778-288-1703 Ben. LAKE WHATCOM, Washington. View 3 bdrm. house on golf course. $150/$1000, 604-536-6915, shunterjivung@gmail.com  HAWAII. Large 2 bdrm., 2 bath condo in Kailua/Kona area. Beautiful complex, pools, tennis courts, snorkelling, golf and kayaking nearby. Rent is $90/night. Contact Elizabeth Fleming, 604-261-6474. SICILIAN B & B. This is a lovely teacher-owned B&B in the small and charming mountain village of Cianciana, Sicily. 1 bdrm, private bathroom, incredible views and a beach a short drive away. Discounts for BCTF members. https://www.facebook.com/MySicilianHome, Email: dianecacciato@yahoo.ca  SAVARY ISLAND Deluxe 3 bdrm. cabin w/deck & BBQ. 200m to sandy beaches. Kayak, bikes, mooring. $950/wk. Available June 28–July 5, Aug.16–23, Aug.23–30. 604-908-2230, moira.bc@awmac.com  QUALICUM BEACH vacation home. Contact: http://qualicumvacationrental.weebly.com FOR RENT/EXCHANGE VANCOUVER Clean, bright, quiet, centrally located condos at Robson & Bute, 1 bdrm. weekly/monthly rates. 604-608-4268, dbemc@hotmail.com   OCEAN PARK. 1 br. bsmt suite, ideal for a single person. $950/mth. Includes web., utilities, laundry, large storage. Fireplace near Crescent Beach. Please contact lavoie_a@surreyschools.ca or lavoie_a@sd36.bc.ca  BRENTWOOD BAY. Furnished 3 bdrm. house available July 1 to Aug. 9 – Brentwood Bay near Victoria. $2000. seabecker@gmail.com  HAIDA GWAII HOUSE EXCHANGE Responsible, clean family of 4 looking to exchange houses over summer months. Kid friendly, 3 bdrm, 1.5 bath, house close to the beach. Prefer Van. Island or Lower Mainland, but am open to out of country destinations also. Serious inquiries only, please. tgates2053@gmail.com  VANCOUVER. Beautiful 1 bdrm. and office apartment, large patio, close to Granville Island, 20 min. to UBC, all appliances, high speed internet, wifi, available for July & August 2014. References needed. er3048@gmail.com  HOUSE SITTER. Retired non-smoking professional woman available for house sitting in Victoria, Sept. 2014 through Jan. 2015. Email: nlevesque@tru.ca, call 250-372-7395. NEW WESTMINSTER Spectacular view, 2 bdrm condo. Amenities: gym, sauna, outdoor pool. Weekly/monthly rates. Avail. July 5-Aug 24. iamroman@live.com  EXCHANGE. Looking to exchange our Victoria home with a teacher in the interior from July 6–12. Email: mbudgell@telus.net for more information. RESOURCES SCHOOL ART LESSONS. Don’t spend time preparing art lessons! Quick, easy, and step-by-step art lessons are only a click away. www.schoolartlessons.com  CHOOSE YOUR VOICE by FAST–award-winning, powerful antiracism education program. Curriculm-based FREE teachers’ resource. Grades 6+; ERAC-certified; DOWNLOAD files: www.chooseyourvoice.ca  PARTNER DANCING FOR P.E. Entire classrooms learn the Jive, Salsa, Tango, Waltz and other styles. Available in 4- and 8-lesson units. Average cost: $2/student per hour (class size: 60). Professional instruction. Excellent references. Serving Vancouver and surrounding school districts. Contact Tim. Web: Danzkool.ca, Email: danzkool@danzkool.ca, Vox/SMS: 778-319-3269 MISCELLANEOUS SCHOOL TATOOS temporary tattoos printed with your school’s art. 1000 Tattoos $129, Free Graphic Service and Free Tattoo Proof. Website: www.schooltattoos.ca, E-mail: info@schooltattoos.ca or call (613) 567-2636. TEACHERS’ TUTORING SERVICE is looking for qualified teachers for one-to-one in-home tutoring throughout Metro Vancouver. Teachers must be BC Ministry of Education certified. For more information and to apply online, visit our “Join Our Service” page at www.tutor.bc.ca. The online application form will be activated to accept applications June 24, 2014. TTS is a non-profit society. VARIETY–THE CHILDREN’S CHARITY Working with children is your passion. Leaving a legacy to Variety in your Will for BC’s kids is your gift of a lifetime. There are estate planning benefits too. Contact Peter Chipman or Paul Spelliscy for information. Toll free 310-KIDS (5437) or 604-320-0505 or e-mail peter.chipman@variety.bc.ca  PSYCHOLOGICAL ASSISTANCE. Drs. Peter Williamson and Robert Wilson, registered psychologists, are seeking referrals from professionals who are experiencing personal or work-related distress. We specialize in relationship problems, depression and anxiety and have a long history of working with educators. For details on our backgrounds, visit rfwilsonpsychologist.com or www.couples911.org, or referrals can be made directly by calling 604-341-3741 (Dr. Williamson) or 604-831-7792 (Dr. Wilson). Qualified, province-wide services available on Skype or Facetime, contact above for information. PENSION QUESTIONS? Ask Arnie – now retired and available for expert, personal, one-to-one consultation including pension estimates, options, bridge, CPP/OAS, and pension splitting. Reasonable rates. Call Arnie Lambert at 604-354-5624 or e-mail arnielambert@shaw.ca  TILING & PAINTING. Want to get the job done right? Call Vito. Glass and slate specialist. Indoor, outdoor painting. Serving the Vancouver area since 1996. Call 604-831-4013 or www.tile-rific.ca HOME-BASED TUTORING Referral Agency. Awarding franchises in Kamloops, Kelowna, Nanaimo, Victoria, Comox Valley and Prince George. Good income, flexible lifestyle, proven system. 1-877-ITS-EASY (487-3279) info@schooliseasy.com  SCHOOL IS EASY In Home Tutoring agency is seeking certified teachers in: Lower Mainland, Fraser Valley, Victoria, Comox Valley/Campbell River, Central Okanagan. Forward resume to tutor@schooliseasy.com or call 1-877-ITS-EASY (487-3279) FOR SALE Mayne Island Home. Well maintained 2 bdrm Gulf Island retreat on 0.37 acre. Only 1.6 km from Village Bay ferry terminal. Currently rented. Email cucciolo@shaw.ca for more info or visit http://remax-mayne-pender.ca/402-Wood%20Dale-95   DO YOU NEED ADDITIONAL INCOME? Are you a qualified teacher, or do you have a university degree? Could you provide a single room, 3 meals per day and teach English to a foreign student in your own home in the Vancouver/Lower Mainland region? Rates from US$582.50-US$845.00 per student per week. www.hli.co.uk. Please reply to Vancouver Local Organiser, Paul Tagney at hlicanada@yahoo.ca   EDUTALKS SEMINARS announces their 2014 Summer Series: Aug 21—6:30–8:30 p.m. Stephenie Gold—Supporting Anxious Children in the School Setting (for parents and professionals) and Aug 22—9 a.m.–1 p.m. Marc Landry—Hey My Brain Doesn’t Work That Way—Supporting Brain Differences and Sensory Processing. More info, online payment and registration available at: www.edutalksseminars.com, Inquiries: edutalksseminars@gmail.com   )
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(20141007,www.realfoodtraveler.com,http://www.realfoodtraveler.com/2011/11/jacques-legros-quebecs-father-goose/,The Best Foie Gras in Canada | Jacques Legros | RealFoodTraveler.com Real Food & Drink Real Food Finds Great Places to Eat Wine, Brews & Spirits Real Foodie People Real Travel Destinations United States Canada Mexico, Central/S. America Europe Asia Africa/Middle East Great Places to Stay Hotels, Inns & Resorts Savvy Travel Advice RV Travel RV Destinations RV Park/Campgrounds Events & Festivals Real Shopping Travel Gear Cookware & Gadgets Cookbooks & Travel Guides Tours & Classes Real Recipes Starters Breads Main Dishes Sides Sweets Drinks About Real News & Views Real Full Disclosure RFT Editors RFT Contributors Writer’s Guidelines Advertise Contact Pinterest Facebook Twitter Search Real Food & Drink Real Food Finds Great Places to Eat Wine, Brews & Spirits Real Foodie People Real Travel Destinations United States Canada Mexico, Central/S. America Europe Asia Africa/Middle East Great Places to Stay Hotels, Inns & Resorts Savvy Travel Advice RV Travel RV Destinations RV Park/Campgrounds Events & Festivals Real Shopping Travel Gear Cookware & Gadgets Cookbooks & Travel Guides Tours & Classes Real Recipes Starters Breads Main Dishes Sides Sweets Drinks About Real News & Views Real Full Disclosure RFT Editors RFT Contributors Writer’s Guidelines Advertise Contact Pinterest Facebook Twitter Jacques Legros: Quebec’s Father Goose Nov 08, 2011Bobbie Hasselbring, RFT Editor0 A cacophony of honking, hissing, and quacking washes over me like a tidal wave. Three dozen fat ducks and geese, barely penned by a portable mesh fence, welcome visitors at A Taste of Yesterday (Au goût d’autrefois) Farm and Restaurant. We’re here on bucolic Orleans Island, just a skip away from Quebec City, to meet Jacques Legros, the man who produces some of the best foie gras in Canada. Jacques’ ducks and geese are given the run of the place at A Taste of Yesterday Farm because he doesn’t want his birds to experience any stress. “We respect the animals,” explains Jacques, a tall, Ichabod Crane thin man with shoulder-length hair and a thick French accent. “We work with nature, not against it.” Foie gras, French for “fat liver,” is the delicately rich food product made from duck or goose liver that has been specially fattened, usually through force feeding the animals corn. This “gavage,” which is actually dictated by law in France, is what’s made foie gras production a lightening rod in recent years, pitting animal rights activists against foodies unwilling to give up the popular delicacy. Jacques doesn’t use force feeding. Yet he produces foie gras so highly so acclaimed that chefs from many top restaurants in Quebec clamor for it. Out in the barnyard, the geese and ducks follow Jacques like little children. For them, he’s Santa Claus, the Tooth Fairy, and Father Goose all rolled into one. Old dining chairs decorate the driveway to A Taste of Yesterday Farm. He doesn’t allow pesticides or other chemicals or gas-powered machines on the farm, which explains the shaggy lawn. His neighbors’ properties are trimmed pin-neat. Not A Taste of Yesterday. The yard in front of the 200-year-old farmhouse grows wild with weeds, native grasses, bushes, and trees. An old wooden sled sits crumbling near the front door and an incongruous line of antique dining chairs, paint peeling and seats missing, greets visitors on one side of the driveway. “When we arrived here eight years ago, the soil was no good,” says Legros, who formerly worked in wildlife preservation. “The land was compacted and the dirt had no worms in it.” Now the land has lots of worms and grubs and weeds and grasses that Jacques’ flocks enjoy as they roam about, stretching their wings and honking and quacking in the island’s fresh air. The birds, in turn, fertilize the land with their droppings. Jacques doesn’t give his fowl hormones or antibiotics. He handles the young ones right after birth, looking into their eyes so that they imprint on him and aren’t fearful. They’re not afraid. After all, they think he’s dad. He’s carefully bred his flock, selecting for birds that naturally eat more and whose meat is the most flavorful. Unlike other producers who feed their flocks on grass and then grain feed them for a couple of weeks, Jacques feeds his feathered friends five different kinds of grain for up to eight months. It’s also expensive. Jacques spends about $26,000 extra each season on his grain smorgasbord. “It’s an all-you-can-eat buffet for them,” he says, smiling. “They get used to eating like this every day.” The geese and ducks eat a grain-rich diet. The Long, Cold Night When the fall cold sets in and the nights become dark and frigid, Jacques suddenly stops feeding his charges for 24 hours. The fowl, accustomed to eating a rich, grain-based diet, become anxious and increasingly hungry. Jacques sits in the cold talking with them, comforting them. After many interminable hours, the long hungry night is finally over. In the dim light of morning, Jacques appears in the barn with a bucket of boiled corn soaked in molasses. The ducks and geese crowd around him, vying for food. He begins hand feeding them, just a little, making sure each animal gets a taste. When the bucket is empty, he stops. The hungry birds want more, but Jacques resists their plaintive honking and quacking. An hour later, Jacques returns with another bucket. The hungry ducks and geese gobble up the grain, naturally fattening their livers for what will become foie gras. He’ll smoke the meat into succulent, sweet threads and render the duck fat, wasting nothing. Jacques returns again and again, every hour, for several days. He ignores the cold and fatigue. He’s on a mission: to keep his birds fat and happy and make the best foie gras in the world. The foie gras produced at A Taste of Yesterday Farm is rich, yet light-tasting. Each time Jacques feeds them, the birds rapidly chow down, eating faster and faster to ensure they get their share. By the time he finishes the process, his charges are veritable eating machines, happily munching vast quantities of the sweet corn mixture and creating foie gras that has a unique rich and yet clean taste. As I head for my car, the sounds of ducks and geese ring in my ears. The leaves are golden and the air has a crisp nip to it. Soon it will be time for Jacques to begin the long, cold process of hand feeding the ducks and geese his special corn mixture. Is it all worth it? Well, Jacques recently won a Prize for Excellence from the Association of Tourism and Agrotourism Gourmand (Association de l’Agrotourisme) for his food products. But if you really want to know, just ask the ducks and geese who call Jacques Legros Father Goose. www.augoutdautrefois.qc.ca – Text and photos by Bobbie Hasselbring, RFT Editor, posted 11/8/2011   Print PDF A Taste of Yesterday Farm Au goût d'autrefois Canada foie gras humanely produced foie gras Jacques Legros Orleans Island Quebec Quebec City tweet Previous PostThe Volcano’s Miracle, Michoacán, Mexico Next PostChef Wah’s Dim Sum Dumplings Bobbie Hasselbring, RFT Editor RFT co-founder Bobbie Hasselbring has been a travel junkie her entire life. A writer and editor for more than 25 years and author of the regional food-travel bestsellers, The The Chocolate Lover’s Guide to the Pacific Northwest and The Chocolate Lover’s Guide Cookbook, Bobbie is editor-in-chief at realfoodtraveler.com. Related articles A Foodie’s Journey to Vancouver, B.C. Fruit-Filled Butter Tart Recipe Sweet Times In Midland: Ontario’s Butter Tart Fest Leave a Reply Cancel reply Your email address will not be published. Required fields are marked * Name * Email * Website Comment Join Our Mailing List Receive news and updates — and be eligible for giveaways! We'll never share your information or sell or trade your email address. Carousel Posts Gustatory Montreal: André’s List A Foodie’s Journey to Vancouver, B.C. Gluten-free Apple Crisp Recipe Sobieski Express Cocktail Recipe From Russia With Love, New York Style Popular Recent Comments Extraordinary Customer Service Bobbie Hasselbring, RFT EditorAug 03, 2013 Latigo Ranch, Kremmling, Colorado: A Cowgirl’s Coming Home Bobbie Hasselbring, RFT EditorDec 07, 2012 Tackling Bend, Oregon’s Ale Trail Bobbie Hasselbring, RFT EditorMar 30, 2012 Cacique Hispanic Products Bobbie Hasselbring, RFT EditorMar 13, 2011 Gustatory Montreal: André’s List Elizabeth Margolis-PineoOct 06, 2014 A Foodie’s Journey to Vancouver, B.C. Yvette Cardozo, RFT Ski & Dive EditorOct 03, 2014 Gluten-free Apple Crisp Recipe Bobbie Hasselbring, RFT EditorOct 01, 2014 Sobieski Express Cocktail Recipe Bobbie Hasselbring, RFT EditorSep 29, 2014 Bobbie Hasselbring, RFT Editor Thanks, David. We really appreciate RFT's Wine & Spirits Editor, Julie Pegg. She's an exce... Bobbie Hasselbring, RFT Editor Nope Jacquelyn, at realfoodtraveler.com we do not go for "canned" internet articles. All o... Bobbie Hasselbring, RFT Editor Hi there, I'd suggest a free platform like WordPress, which is very powerful. You can purc... complete skin care This is my first time go to see at here and i am really happy to read all at single plac... RFT Twitter Feed Tweets by @realfoodtravel Popular Posts Extraordinary Customer Service Bobbie Hasselbring, RFT EditorAug 03, 2013 Latigo Ranch, Kremmling, Colorado: A Cowgirl’s Coming Home Bobbie Hasselbring, RFT EditorDec 07, 2012 Tackling Bend, Oregon’s Ale Trail Bobbie Hasselbring, RFT EditorMar 30, 2012 About RFT The Editors Our Contributors Real Full Disclosure Real News & Views Advertise Writer’s Guidelines Contact Us Get in Touch General inquiries: info@realfoodtraveler.com Press/Writer inquiries: editor@realfoodtraveler.com Join Our Mailing List Receive news and updates — and be eligible for giveaways! We'll never share your information or sell or trade your email address. Advertise with RFT Learn more about advertising with RFT here. Copyright All rights reserved | Website by Firesign Design and Elizabeth Haddad)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "October is #FosterFamilyMonth. Thank you #BC for opening your homes and hearts to more than 5,900 children and youth." @John_Yap - 11:14pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9836&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept./Oct. 2002 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 1, Sept./Oct. 2002 Teachers, ethics, and the new school year by Dave Scott   Our teacher colleagues throughout the province return to schools and classrooms this year with much uncertainty about class sizes, services for special needs, and the availability of important resources. With the government-imposed legislation leaving districts cash-strapped, teachers may find themselves in competition with other teachers over scarce resources. The uncertain environment we find ourselves in could lead to more teacher/teacher conflict. Differences between colleagues are fine, as long as we deal with each other ethically and professionally. Members, and particularly those who find themselves in serious conflict with others, are urged to review the BCTF Code of Ethics found on the back page of The Members’ Guide to the BCTF, posted in your staffroom, or in the BCTF Appointment Calendar. Pay particular attention to Clause 5 of the Code of Ethics, which states : The teacher directs any criticism of the teaching performance and related work of a colleague to that colleague in private, and only then, after informing the colleague in writing of the intent to do so, may direct in confidence the criticism to appropriate individuals who are able to offer advice and assistance. A teacher seeking advice and assistance should contact their local president or Mohammed Shamsher, ethics administrator. Mohammed has spent the majority of his career working with teachers in conflict, and along with others, was responsible for the "Guide to the Professional Rights and Standards of Practice" found in our Members’ Guide. Currently, Mohammed is the staff person responsible for BCTF Internal Mediation Services—a confidential service to members wishing to resolve conflicts through mediation. He will also be the staff person assigned to developing and operating the Peer Support Program for teachers—an important new service to teachers who could use mentoring and/or other peer assistance for success in their teaching experience. Contact Mohammed at 604-871-1838, toll free 1-800-663-9163, or mshamsher@bctf.ca, for advice and assistance regarding Code of Ethics concerns, mediation services, or the Peer Support Program. Dave Scott, a Kamloops teacher, is chairperson of the BCTF’s Judicial Council.    )
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=29040,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2013 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 25, Number 4, Jan./Feb. 2013   BCTF language brigade Peru, summer 2013  Are you interested in being a part of a “language brigade” to Peru in the summer of 2013? Or do you know someone in your local who has the relevant background? The BCTF has been offering professional development workshops for teachers in Peru for four years. These workshops focus on pedagogy for teaching English as an additional language, and take place during the school holiday at the end of July and the beginning of August. The workshops are co-sponsored with SUTEP, the Peruvian teachers’ union. The BCTF pays for travel and living expenses in Peru (airfare, accommodation, meals, etc.) for project participants for the duration of the project. Criteria for selection as a team member include: BCTF membership (active status) specialized training and experience in second-language teaching, as you will be presenting a pedagogical workshop on this topic to colleagues in Peru minimum five years of classroom teaching experience fluent speaker of English Spanish-speaking skills are an asset excellent facilitation skills experience working with adults, ideally in developing workshops and delivering them ability to work co-operatively in a team flexibility in dealing with challenging situations, such as developing country conditions ability to work with minimal resources and to improvise commitment to participate in project meetings and preparation of teaching materials union experience in the BCTF and/or local valid Canadian passport. Applications for the Peru project are now open; the application can be found on the BCTF website at www.bctf.ca/socialjustice.aspx?id=19096   For more information, please contact Anne Field, afield@bctf.ca, in the BCTF Research Department, (604-871-2251), or toll-free, 1-800-663-9163. The application deadline is March 22, 2013. To read articles by previous participants, go to http://bctf.ca/SocialJustice.aspx?id=18878 and scroll down to “Peru.” Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/contacts.cfm?page=superintendents&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true,BCTF Contacts Home E-mail Lists Links A to Z Index Contact Us Help SITE SEARCH Quick Links BCTF formsBCTF NewsFrançaisLabour linksPensionsTeacher NewsmagazineTeaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Contact Us > Boards of Education Superintendents Boards of Education Superintendents in BC 201213 Ms. Lynn Hauptman Superintendent of Schools SD #5 (Southeast Kootenay) 940 Industrial Road, No. 1 Cranbrook, BC V1C 4C6 Phone: 250-417-2079 Fax: 250-417-2081 lynn.hauptman@sd5.bc.ca Mr. Paul Carriere Superintendent of Schools SD #6 (Rocky Mountain) Box 430 (620-4th Street) Invermere, BC V0A 1K0 Phone: 250-342-9243 Fax: 250-342-6966 paul.carriere@sd6.bc.ca Mr. Jeff Jones Superintendent of Schools SD #8 (Kootenay Lake) 570 Johnstone Road Nelson, BC V1L 6J2 Phone: 250-505-7046 Fax: 250-352-6686 jjones@sd8.bc.ca Ms. Terry Taylor Acting Superintendent of Schools SD #10 (Arrow Lakes) Box 340 Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0 Phone: 250-265-3638 Fax: 250-265-3701 terrytaylor@sd10.bc.ca Mr. Mike Hooker Superintendent of Schools SD #19 (Revelstoke) Bag 5800, 1121 Vernon Ave Revelstoke, BC V0E 2S0 Phone: 250-837-2101 Fax: 250-837-9335 mhooker@sd19.bc.ca Mr. Greg Luterbach Superintendent of Schools SD #20 (Kootenay-Columbia) 2001 Third Avenue Trail, BC V1R 1R6 Phone: 250-368-2224 Fax: 250-364-2470 gluterbach@sd20.bc.ca Mr. Joe Rogers Superintendent of Schools SD #22 (Vernon) 1401 - 15th Street Vernon, BC V1T 8S8 Phone: 250-549-9226 Fax: 250-549-9200 jrogers@sd22.bc.ca Mr. Hugh Gloster Superintendent of Schools SD #23 (Central Okanagan) 1940 Underhill Street Kelowna, BC V1X 5X7 Phone: 250-470-3256 Fax: 250-870-5056 Hugh.Gloster@sd23.bc.ca Mr. Mark Thiessen Superintendent of Schools SD #27 (Cariboo-Chilcotin) 350 Second Avenue North Williams Lake, BC V2G 1Z9 Phone: 250-398-3824 Fax: 250-392-3600 mark.thiessen@sd27.bc.ca Ms. Sue Ellen Miller Superintendent of Schools SD #28 (Quesnel) 401 North Star Rd Quesnel, BC V2J 5K2 Phone: 250-992-8802 Fax: 250-992-7652 sueellenmiller@sd28.bc.ca Ms. Evelyn Novak Superintendent of Schools SD #33 (Chilliwack) 8430 Cessna Drive Chilliwack, BC V2P 7K4 Phone: 604-792-1321 Fax: 604-792-9665 Evelyn_Novak@sd33.bc.ca Mr. Kevin Godden Superintendent of Schools SD #34 (Abbotsford) 2790 Tims Street Abbotsford, BC V2T 4M7 Phone: 604-859-4891 Fax: 604-852-5898 kevin_godden@sd34.bc.ca Ms. Suzanne Hoffman Acting Superintendent of Schools SD #35 (Langley) 4875 - 222nd Street Langley, BC V3A 3Z7 Phone: 604-534-7891 Fax: 604-532-1405 shoffman@sd35.bc.ca Dr. Jodan Tinney Superintendent of Schools SD #36 (Surrey) 14033 92nd Avenue Surrey, BC V3V 0B7 Phone: 604-595-6308 Fax: 604-595-6309 tinney_j@sd36.bc.ca Ms. Dianne Turner Superintendent of Schools SD #37 (Delta) 4585 Harvest Drive Delta, BC V4K 5B4 Phone: 604-952-5340 Fax: 604-952-5379 dturner@deltasd.bc.ca Ms. Moneca Pamer Superintendent of Schools SD #38 (Richmond) 7811 Granville Avenue Richmond, BC V6Y 3E3 Phone: 604-668-6000 Fax: 604-233-0150 mpamer@sd38.bc.ca Mr. Steve Cardwell Superintendent of Schools SD #39 (Vancouver) 1580 West Broadway Vancouver, BC V6J 5K8 Phone: 604-713-5100 Fax: 604-713-5412 scardwell@vsb.bc.ca Mr. John Gaiptman Superintendent of Schools SD #40 (New Westminster) 1001 Columbia St. New Westminster, BC V3M 1C4 Phone: 604-517-6328 Fax: 604-517-6319 gaiptman@sd40.bc.ca Mr. Kevin Kaardal Superintendent of Schools SD #41 (Burnaby) 5325 Kincaid Street Burnaby, BC V5G 1W2 Phone: 604-296-6900 Fax: 604-296-6910 kevin.kaardal@sd41.bc.ca Ms. Laurie Meston Superintendent of Schools SD #42 (Maple Ridge) 22225 Brown Avenue Maple Ridge, BC V2X 8N6 Phone: 604-463-4200 Fax: 604-463-0573 Laurie.Meston@sd42.ca Mr. Tom Grant Superintendent of Schools SD #43 (Coquitlam) 550 Poirier Street Coquitlam, BC V3J 6A7 Phone: 604-939-9201 Fax: 604-936-2932 tgrant@sd43.bc.ca Mr. John Lewis Superintendent of Schools SD #44 (North Vancouver) 721 Chesterfield Avenue North Vancouver, BC V7M 2M5 Phone: 604-903-3444 Fax: 604-903-3449 jlewis@nvsd44.bc.ca Mr. Chris Kennedy Superintendent of Schools SD #45 (West Vancouver) 1075 - 21st Street West Vancouver, BC V7V 4A9 Phone: 604-981-1031 Fax: 604-981-1001 ckennedy@sd45.bc.ca Mr. Patrick Bocking Superintendent of Schools SD #46 (Sunshine Coast) Box 220, 494 South Fletcher Road Gibsons, BC V0N 1V0 Phone: 604-886-8811 Fax: 604-886-4489 pbocking@sd46.bc.ca Mr. Jay Yule Superintendent of Schools SD #47 (Powell River) 4351 Ontario Avenue Powell River, BC V8A 1V3 Phone: 604-414-2600 Fax: 604-485-6435 jyule@sd47.bc.ca Ms. Lisa McCullough Superintendent of Schools SD #48 (Sea to Sky) Box 250 Squamish, BC V0N 3G0 Phone: 604-892-5228 Fax: 604-892-1038 lmccullough@sd48.bc.ca Ms. Norma Hart Superintendent of Schools SD #49 (Central Coast) Bag 130 Hagensborg, BC V0T 1H0 Phone: 250-982-2691 Fax: 250-982-2319 nhart@sd49.bc.ca Mr. Angus Wilson Superintendent of Schools SD #50 (Haida Gwaii) Box 69 Queen Charlotte City, BC V0T 1S0 Phone: 250-559-8471 Fax: 250-559-8849 awilson@sd50.bc.ca Mr. Kevin Argue Superintendent of Schools SD #51 (Boundary) Box 640 (1021 Central Avenue) Grand Forks, BC V0H 1H0 Phone: 250-442-8258 Fax: 250-442-7737 kevin.argue@sd51.bc.ca Ms. Sandra Jones Superintendent of Schools SD #52 (Prince Rupert) 634 - 6th Avenue East Prince Rupert, BC V8J 1X1 Phone: 250-624-6717 Fax: 250-627-0772 sjones@sd52.bc.ca Ms. Beverly Young Superintendent of Schools SD #53 (Okanagan Similkameen) Box 1770 (34061 - 101st Street) Oliver, BC V0H 1T0 Phone: 250-498-3481 Fax: 250-498-4070 byoung@sd53.bc.ca Mr. Chris van der Mark Superintendent of Schools SD #54 (Bulkley Valley) Box 758 Smithers, BC V0J 2N0 Phone: 250-877-6831 Fax: 250-877-6835 ch-vandermark@sd54.bc.ca Mr. Brian Pepper Superintendent of Schools SD #57 (Prince George) 2100 Ferry Avenue Prince George, BC V2L 4R5 Phone: 250-561-6800 Fax: 250-561-6801 bpepper@sd57.bc.ca Mr. Stephen McNiven Superintendent of Schools SD #58 (Nicola Similkameen) Box 4100, Stn Main Merritt, BC V1K 1B8 Phone: 250-378-5161 Fax: 250-378-6263 smcniven@sd58.bc.ca Ms. Kathy Sawchuk Superintendent of Schools SD #59 (Peace River South) 11600 7th Street Dawson Creek, BC V1G 4R8 Phone: 250-782-8571 Fax: 250-782-3204 kathy_sawchuk@mail.sd59.bc.ca Mr. Dave Sloan Superintendent of Schools SD #60 (Peace River North) 10112 - 105 Avenue Fort St. John, BC V1J 4S4 Phone: 250-262-6000 Fax: 250-262-6046 dsloan@prn.bc.ca Ms. Sherri Bell Superintendent of Schools SD #61 (Greater Victoria) 556 Boleskine Road Victoria, BC V8Z 1E8 Phone: 250-475-4162 Fax: 250-475-4112 sbell@sd61.bc.ca Mr. Jim Cambridge Superintendent of Schools SD #62 (Sooke) 3143 Jacklin Road Victoria, BC V9B 5R1 Phone: 250-474-9807 Fax: 250-474-9850 jcambridge@sd62.bc.ca Ms. Nancy MacDonald Superintendent of Schools SD #63 (Saanich) 2125 Keating Cross Road, PO Box 2000 Saanichton, BC V8M 2A5 Phone: 250-652-7332 Fax: 250-652-7360 nmacdonald@sd63.bc.ca Ms. Lisa Halstead Superintendent of Schools SD #64 (Gulf Islands) 112 Rainbow Road Salt Spring Island, BC V8K 2K3 Phone: 250-537-5548 Fax: 250-537-4200 lhalstead@sd64.bc.ca Ms. Wendy Hyer Superintendent of Schools SD #67 (Okanagan Skaha) 425 Jermyn Avenue Penticton, BC V2A 1Z4 Phone: 250-770-7713 Fax: 250-770-7732 whyer@summer.com Mr. Dave Hutchinson Superintendent of Schools SD #68 (Nanaimo) 395 Wakesiah Avenue Nanaimo, BC V9R 3K6 Phone: 250-754-5531 Fax: 250-741-5218 david.hutchinson@sd68.bc.ca Mr. Rollie Koop Superintendent of Schools SD #69 (Qualicum) Box 430 Parksville, BC V9P 2G5 Phone: 250-248-4241 Fax: 250-248-5767 rkoop@sd69.bc.ca Mr. Cam Pinkerton Superintendent of Schools SD #70 (Alberni) 4690 Roger Street Port Alberni, BC V9Y 3Z4 Phone: 250-720-2770 Fax: 250-723-0318 cpinkerton@sd70.bc.ca Ms. Sherry Elwood Superintendent of Schools SD #71 (Comox Valley) 607 Cumberland Road Courtenay, BC V9N 7G5 Phone: 250-334-5500 Fax: 250-334-5552 sherry.elwood@sd71.bc.ca Mr. Tom Longridge Superintendent of Schools SD #72 (Campbell River) 425 Pinecrest Road Campbell River, BC V9W 3P2 Phone: 250-830-2398 Fax: 250-287-2616 tom.longridge@sd72.bc.ca Dr. Terry Sullivan Superintendent of Schools SD #73 (Kamloops-Thompson) 1383 Ninth Avenue Kamloops, BC V2C 3X7 Phone: 250-374-0679 Fax: 250-372-1183 tsullivan@sd73.bc.ca Ms. Teresa Downs Superintendent of Schools SD #74 (Gold Trail) PO Bag 250 (400 Hollis Road) Ashcroft, BC V0K 1A0 Phone: 250-453-9101 Fax: 250-453-2425 tdowns@gw.sd74.bc.ca Mr. Bill Fletcher Superintendent of Schools SD #75 (Mission) 33046 Fourth Avenue Mission, BC V2V 1S5 Phone: 604-814-3701 Fax: 604-826-4640 bill.fletcher@mpsd.ca Dr. Karen Nelson Superintendent of Schools SD #78 (Fraser-Cascade) Bag 3200 (650 Kawkawa Lake Road) Hope, BC V0X 1L4 Phone: 604-869-2411 Fax: 604-869-7400 knelson@sd78.bc.ca Mr. Joe Rhodes Superintendent of Schools SD #79 (Cowichan Valley) 2557 Beverly Street Duncan, BC V9L 2X3 Phone: 250-748-0321 Fax: 250-748-6591 jrhodes@sd79.bc.ca Ms. Diana Samchuck Superintendent of Schools SD #81 (Fort Nelson) Box 87 Fort Nelson, BC V0C 1R0 Phone: 250-774-2591 Fax: 250-774-2598 dsamchuck@sd81.bc.ca Ms. Katherine McIntosh Superintendent of Schools SD #82 (Coast Mountains) 3211 Kenney Street Terrace, BC V8G 3E9 Phone: 250-638-4407 Fax: 888-290-4786 katherine.mcintosh@cmsd.bc.ca Mr. Glenn Borthistle Superintendent of Schools SD #83 (North Okanagan-Shuswap) Box 129 (220 Shuswap Street) Salmon Arm, BC V1E 4N2 Phone: 250-832-2157 Fax: 250-832-9428 gborthis@sd83.bc.ca Mr. Lawrence Tarasoff Superintendent of Schools SD #84 (Vancouver Island West) Box 100 Gold River, BC V0P 1G0 Phone: 250-283-2241 Fax: 250-283-7352 ltarasoff@viw.sd84.bc.ca Dr. Scott Benwell Superintendent of Schools SD #85 (Vancouver Island North) Box 90 Port Hardy, BC V0N 2P0 Phone: 250-949-6618 Fax: 250-949-8792 sbenwell@sd85.bc.ca Mr. Mike Gordon Superintendent of Schools SD #87 (Stikine) Box 190 Dease Lake, BC V0C 1L0 Phone: 250-771-4440 Fax: 250-771-4441 mike.gordon@sd87.bc.ca Ms. Charlene Seguin Superintendent of Schools SD #91 (Nechako Lakes) PO Box 129 (153 E. Connaught Street) Vanderhoof, BC V0J 3A0 Phone: 250-567-2284 Fax: 250-567-4639 cseguin@sd91.bc.ca Mr. Phillipe Brulot Superintendent of Schools SD #92 (Nisga'a) Box 240 New Aiyansh, BC V0J 1A0 Phone: 250-633-2228 Fax: 250-633-2401 pbrulot@nisgaa.bc.ca Mr. Mario Cyr Directeru general/Superintendent of Schools SD #93 (Conseil scolaire francophone) 180 - 10200 Shellbridge Way Richmond, BC V6X 2W7 Phone: 604-214-2601 Fax: 604-214-9881 dg@csf.bc.ca   About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy Close Window Print Page   Boards of Education Superintendents in BC 201213 Ms. Lynn Hauptman Superintendent of Schools SD #5 (Southeast Kootenay) 940 Industrial Road, No. 1 Cranbrook, BC V1C 4C6 Phone: 250-417-2079 Fax: 250-417-2081 lynn.hauptman@sd5.bc.ca Mr. Paul Carriere Superintendent of Schools SD #6 (Rocky Mountain) Box 430 (620-4th Street) Invermere, BC V0A 1K0 Phone: 250-342-9243 Fax: 250-342-6966 paul.carriere@sd6.bc.ca Mr. Jeff Jones Superintendent of Schools SD #8 (Kootenay Lake) 570 Johnstone Road Nelson, BC V1L 6J2 Phone: 250-505-7046 Fax: 250-352-6686 jjones@sd8.bc.ca Ms. Terry Taylor Acting Superintendent of Schools SD #10 (Arrow Lakes) Box 340 Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0 Phone: 250-265-3638 Fax: 250-265-3701 terrytaylor@sd10.bc.ca Mr. Mike Hooker Superintendent of Schools SD #19 (Revelstoke) Bag 5800, 1121 Vernon Ave Revelstoke, BC V0E 2S0 Phone: 250-837-2101 Fax: 250-837-9335 mhooker@sd19.bc.ca Mr. Greg Luterbach Superintendent of Schools SD #20 (Kootenay-Columbia) 2001 Third Avenue Trail, BC V1R 1R6 Phone: 250-368-2224 Fax: 250-364-2470 gluterbach@sd20.bc.ca Mr. Joe Rogers Superintendent of Schools SD #22 (Vernon) 1401 - 15th Street Vernon, BC V1T 8S8 Phone: 250-549-9226 Fax: 250-549-9200 jrogers@sd22.bc.ca Mr. Hugh Gloster Superintendent of Schools SD #23 (Central Okanagan) 1940 Underhill Street Kelowna, BC V1X 5X7 Phone: 250-470-3256 Fax: 250-870-5056 Hugh.Gloster@sd23.bc.ca Mr. Mark Thiessen Superintendent of Schools SD #27 (Cariboo-Chilcotin) 350 Second Avenue North Williams Lake, BC V2G 1Z9 Phone: 250-398-3824 Fax: 250-392-3600 mark.thiessen@sd27.bc.ca Ms. Sue Ellen Miller Superintendent of Schools SD #28 (Quesnel) 401 North Star Rd Quesnel, BC V2J 5K2 Phone: 250-992-8802 Fax: 250-992-7652 sueellenmiller@sd28.bc.ca Ms. Evelyn Novak Superintendent of Schools SD #33 (Chilliwack) 8430 Cessna Drive Chilliwack, BC V2P 7K4 Phone: 604-792-1321 Fax: 604-792-9665 Evelyn_Novak@sd33.bc.ca Mr. Kevin Godden Superintendent of Schools SD #34 (Abbotsford) 2790 Tims Street Abbotsford, BC V2T 4M7 Phone: 604-859-4891 Fax: 604-852-5898 kevin_godden@sd34.bc.ca Ms. Suzanne Hoffman Acting Superintendent of Schools SD #35 (Langley) 4875 - 222nd Street Langley, BC V3A 3Z7 Phone: 604-534-7891 Fax: 604-532-1405 shoffman@sd35.bc.ca Dr. Jodan Tinney Superintendent of Schools SD #36 (Surrey) 14033 92nd Avenue Surrey, BC V3V 0B7 Phone: 604-595-6308 Fax: 604-595-6309 tinney_j@sd36.bc.ca Ms. Dianne Turner Superintendent of Schools SD #37 (Delta) 4585 Harvest Drive Delta, BC V4K 5B4 Phone: 604-952-5340 Fax: 604-952-5379 dturner@deltasd.bc.ca Ms. Moneca Pamer Superintendent of Schools SD #38 (Richmond) 7811 Granville Avenue Richmond, BC V6Y 3E3 Phone: 604-668-6000 Fax: 604-233-0150 mpamer@sd38.bc.ca Mr. Steve Cardwell Superintendent of Schools SD #39 (Vancouver) 1580 West Broadway Vancouver, BC V6J 5K8 Phone: 604-713-5100 Fax: 604-713-5412 scardwell@vsb.bc.ca Mr. John Gaiptman Superintendent of Schools SD #40 (New Westminster) 1001 Columbia St. New Westminster, BC V3M 1C4 Phone: 604-517-6328 Fax: 604-517-6319 gaiptman@sd40.bc.ca Mr. Kevin Kaardal Superintendent of Schools SD #41 (Burnaby) 5325 Kincaid Street Burnaby, BC V5G 1W2 Phone: 604-296-6900 Fax: 604-296-6910 kevin.kaardal@sd41.bc.ca Ms. Laurie Meston Superintendent of Schools SD #42 (Maple Ridge) 22225 Brown Avenue Maple Ridge, BC V2X 8N6 Phone: 604-463-4200 Fax: 604-463-0573 Laurie.Meston@sd42.ca Mr. Tom Grant Superintendent of Schools SD #43 (Coquitlam) 550 Poirier Street Coquitlam, BC V3J 6A7 Phone: 604-939-9201 Fax: 604-936-2932 tgrant@sd43.bc.ca Mr. John Lewis Superintendent of Schools SD #44 (North Vancouver) 721 Chesterfield Avenue North Vancouver, BC V7M 2M5 Phone: 604-903-3444 Fax: 604-903-3449 jlewis@nvsd44.bc.ca Mr. Chris Kennedy Superintendent of Schools SD #45 (West Vancouver) 1075 - 21st Street West Vancouver, BC V7V 4A9 Phone: 604-981-1031 Fax: 604-981-1001 ckennedy@sd45.bc.ca Mr. Patrick Bocking Superintendent of Schools SD #46 (Sunshine Coast) Box 220, 494 South Fletcher Road Gibsons, BC V0N 1V0 Phone: 604-886-8811 Fax: 604-886-4489 pbocking@sd46.bc.ca Mr. Jay Yule Superintendent of Schools SD #47 (Powell River) 4351 Ontario Avenue Powell River, BC V8A 1V3 Phone: 604-414-2600 Fax: 604-485-6435 jyule@sd47.bc.ca Ms. Lisa McCullough Superintendent of Schools SD #48 (Sea to Sky) Box 250 Squamish, BC V0N 3G0 Phone: 604-892-5228 Fax: 604-892-1038 lmccullough@sd48.bc.ca Ms. Norma Hart Superintendent of Schools SD #49 (Central Coast) Bag 130 Hagensborg, BC V0T 1H0 Phone: 250-982-2691 Fax: 250-982-2319 nhart@sd49.bc.ca Mr. Angus Wilson Superintendent of Schools SD #50 (Haida Gwaii) Box 69 Queen Charlotte City, BC V0T 1S0 Phone: 250-559-8471 Fax: 250-559-8849 awilson@sd50.bc.ca Mr. Kevin Argue Superintendent of Schools SD #51 (Boundary) Box 640 (1021 Central Avenue) Grand Forks, BC V0H 1H0 Phone: 250-442-8258 Fax: 250-442-7737 kevin.argue@sd51.bc.ca Ms. Sandra Jones Superintendent of Schools SD #52 (Prince Rupert) 634 - 6th Avenue East Prince Rupert, BC V8J 1X1 Phone: 250-624-6717 Fax: 250-627-0772 sjones@sd52.bc.ca Ms. Beverly Young Superintendent of Schools SD #53 (Okanagan Similkameen) Box 1770 (34061 - 101st Street) Oliver, BC V0H 1T0 Phone: 250-498-3481 Fax: 250-498-4070 byoung@sd53.bc.ca Mr. Chris van der Mark Superintendent of Schools SD #54 (Bulkley Valley) Box 758 Smithers, BC V0J 2N0 Phone: 250-877-6831 Fax: 250-877-6835 ch-vandermark@sd54.bc.ca Mr. Brian Pepper Superintendent of Schools SD #57 (Prince George) 2100 Ferry Avenue Prince George, BC V2L 4R5 Phone: 250-561-6800 Fax: 250-561-6801 bpepper@sd57.bc.ca Mr. Stephen McNiven Superintendent of Schools SD #58 (Nicola Similkameen) Box 4100, Stn Main Merritt, BC V1K 1B8 Phone: 250-378-5161 Fax: 250-378-6263 smcniven@sd58.bc.ca Ms. Kathy Sawchuk Superintendent of Schools SD #59 (Peace River South) 11600 7th Street Dawson Creek, BC V1G 4R8 Phone: 250-782-8571 Fax: 250-782-3204 kathy_sawchuk@mail.sd59.bc.ca Mr. Dave Sloan Superintendent of Schools SD #60 (Peace River North) 10112 - 105 Avenue Fort St. John, BC V1J 4S4 Phone: 250-262-6000 Fax: 250-262-6046 dsloan@prn.bc.ca Ms. Sherri Bell Superintendent of Schools SD #61 (Greater Victoria) 556 Boleskine Road Victoria, BC V8Z 1E8 Phone: 250-475-4162 Fax: 250-475-4112 sbell@sd61.bc.ca Mr. Jim Cambridge Superintendent of Schools SD #62 (Sooke) 3143 Jacklin Road Victoria, BC V9B 5R1 Phone: 250-474-9807 Fax: 250-474-9850 jcambridge@sd62.bc.ca Ms. Nancy MacDonald Superintendent of Schools SD #63 (Saanich) 2125 Keating Cross Road, PO Box 2000 Saanichton, BC V8M 2A5 Phone: 250-652-7332 Fax: 250-652-7360 nmacdonald@sd63.bc.ca Ms. Lisa Halstead Superintendent of Schools SD #64 (Gulf Islands) 112 Rainbow Road Salt Spring Island, BC V8K 2K3 Phone: 250-537-5548 Fax: 250-537-4200 lhalstead@sd64.bc.ca Ms. Wendy Hyer Superintendent of Schools SD #67 (Okanagan Skaha) 425 Jermyn Avenue Penticton, BC V2A 1Z4 Phone: 250-770-7713 Fax: 250-770-7732 whyer@summer.com Mr. Dave Hutchinson Superintendent of Schools SD #68 (Nanaimo) 395 Wakesiah Avenue Nanaimo, BC V9R 3K6 Phone: 250-754-5531 Fax: 250-741-5218 david.hutchinson@sd68.bc.ca Mr. Rollie Koop Superintendent of Schools SD #69 (Qualicum) Box 430 Parksville, BC V9P 2G5 Phone: 250-248-4241 Fax: 250-248-5767 rkoop@sd69.bc.ca Mr. Cam Pinkerton Superintendent of Schools SD #70 (Alberni) 4690 Roger Street Port Alberni, BC V9Y 3Z4 Phone: 250-720-2770 Fax: 250-723-0318 cpinkerton@sd70.bc.ca Ms. Sherry Elwood Superintendent of Schools SD #71 (Comox Valley) 607 Cumberland Road Courtenay, BC V9N 7G5 Phone: 250-334-5500 Fax: 250-334-5552 sherry.elwood@sd71.bc.ca Mr. Tom Longridge Superintendent of Schools SD #72 (Campbell River) 425 Pinecrest Road Campbell River, BC V9W 3P2 Phone: 250-830-2398 Fax: 250-287-2616 tom.longridge@sd72.bc.ca Dr. Terry Sullivan Superintendent of Schools SD #73 (Kamloops-Thompson) 1383 Ninth Avenue Kamloops, BC V2C 3X7 Phone: 250-374-0679 Fax: 250-372-1183 tsullivan@sd73.bc.ca Ms. Teresa Downs Superintendent of Schools SD #74 (Gold Trail) PO Bag 250 (400 Hollis Road) Ashcroft, BC V0K 1A0 Phone: 250-453-9101 Fax: 250-453-2425 tdowns@gw.sd74.bc.ca Mr. Bill Fletcher Superintendent of Schools SD #75 (Mission) 33046 Fourth Avenue Mission, BC V2V 1S5 Phone: 604-814-3701 Fax: 604-826-4640 bill.fletcher@mpsd.ca Dr. Karen Nelson Superintendent of Schools SD #78 (Fraser-Cascade) Bag 3200 (650 Kawkawa Lake Road) Hope, BC V0X 1L4 Phone: 604-869-2411 Fax: 604-869-7400 knelson@sd78.bc.ca Mr. Joe Rhodes Superintendent of Schools SD #79 (Cowichan Valley) 2557 Beverly Street Duncan, BC V9L 2X3 Phone: 250-748-0321 Fax: 250-748-6591 jrhodes@sd79.bc.ca Ms. Diana Samchuck Superintendent of Schools SD #81 (Fort Nelson) Box 87 Fort Nelson, BC V0C 1R0 Phone: 250-774-2591 Fax: 250-774-2598 dsamchuck@sd81.bc.ca Ms. Katherine McIntosh Superintendent of Schools SD #82 (Coast Mountains) 3211 Kenney Street Terrace, BC V8G 3E9 Phone: 250-638-4407 Fax: 888-290-4786 katherine.mcintosh@cmsd.bc.ca Mr. Glenn Borthistle Superintendent of Schools SD #83 (North Okanagan-Shuswap) Box 129 (220 Shuswap Street) Salmon Arm, BC V1E 4N2 Phone: 250-832-2157 Fax: 250-832-9428 gborthis@sd83.bc.ca Mr. Lawrence Tarasoff Superintendent of Schools SD #84 (Vancouver Island West) Box 100 Gold River, BC V0P 1G0 Phone: 250-283-2241 Fax: 250-283-7352 ltarasoff@viw.sd84.bc.ca Dr. Scott Benwell Superintendent of Schools SD #85 (Vancouver Island North) Box 90 Port Hardy, BC V0N 2P0 Phone: 250-949-6618 Fax: 250-949-8792 sbenwell@sd85.bc.ca Mr. Mike Gordon Superintendent of Schools SD #87 (Stikine) Box 190 Dease Lake, BC V0C 1L0 Phone: 250-771-4440 Fax: 250-771-4441 mike.gordon@sd87.bc.ca Ms. Charlene Seguin Superintendent of Schools SD #91 (Nechako Lakes) PO Box 129 (153 E. Connaught Street) Vanderhoof, BC V0J 3A0 Phone: 250-567-2284 Fax: 250-567-4639 cseguin@sd91.bc.ca Mr. Phillipe Brulot Superintendent of Schools SD #92 (Nisga'a) Box 240 New Aiyansh, BC V0J 1A0 Phone: 250-633-2228 Fax: 250-633-2401 pbrulot@nisgaa.bc.ca Mr. Mario Cyr Directeru general/Superintendent of Schools SD #93 (Conseil scolaire francophone) 180 - 10200 Shellbridge Way Richmond, BC V6X 2W7 Phone: 604-214-2601 Fax: 604-214-9881 dg@csf.bc.ca  )
(20140925,www.blogger.com,http://www.blogger.com/feeds/6870458664232083246/4442125193485386432/comments/default,Moved Temporarily Moved Temporarily The document has moved here.)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/SocialJustice.aspx?id=6104&printPage=true,BCTF > How to handle harassment in the hallways in three minutes!  	BCTF Social Justice  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Social Justice > Issues > LGBTQ How to handle harassment in the hallways in three minutes! 1. Stop the harassment. Interrupt the comment. Halt the physical harassment. Do not pull students aside for confidentiality unless absolutely necessary. It is important that all students—onlookers, potential victims, and potential harassers—get the message that students are safe and protected in your school. Make sure all the students in the area hear your comments. Personalize the response: "Chris, please pause and think before you act." 2. Identify the harassment. Label the form of harassment. "You just made a harassing comment/put-down based upon race" (age, size, gender, religion, abilities, ethnicity, economic status, sexual orientation, etc.). Do not imply that the victim is a member of that identifiable group. 3. Broaden the response. Do not personalize your response at this stage. "We, at this school, do not harass people." "Our community does not appreciate hateful or thoughtless behaviour." "We don’t do put-downs at this school" specifically includes those listening, as well as the school community in general. Re-identify the offensive behaviour. "This name-calling can also be hurtful to the others who overhear it." 4. Ask for change in future behaviour. Now turn the "spotlight" on the harasser, asking for accountability. Even if she or he was "only kidding," the harasser must realize the ramifications of the action. A major goal is to take the spotlight off the victim and turn the focus to the behaviour. Students should realize what was said, regardless of what was meant (e.g., kidding). Check in with the victim at this time. "If this continues, please tell me, and I will take further action. We want everyone to be safe at this school." Again, be sure not to treat the victim as helpless or a member of any target group. Rather, plainly give her or him responsibility on behalf of others. Adapted from Lesbian, Gay and Bisexual Youth Program, Central Toronto Youth Services Rainbow Resource Centre, Winnipeg, Canada 2002)
(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2011_09_01_archive.html,Staffroom Confidential: September 2011 Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Thursday, September 29, 2011 Does BCPSEA represent the interest of School Trustees? School Trustees are elected by their local communities to run schools. Yet one aspect they no longer control locally is their negotiations with the biggest groups of employees, teachers. Instead, they are represented by a provincial bargaining agent. The employer's group representing Trustees and Government, BCPSEA (BC Public School Employer's Association), represents an odd contradiction. On the one hand they represent local School Trustees. But on the other, their mandate is to standardize as much as possible. BCPSEA wants a single standardized provincial collective agreement. They want all teachers in all Districts to be under the same terms and conditions of employment - everything from a standardized work year to standard salaries. They have repeatedly stated that their goal is "efficiency" and elimination of "duplication". But the logical conclusion of this way of thinking is that we should not have School Boards either. Perhaps they are inefficient and cause duplication? Why have 60 Boards of Education, which employ hundreds of Trustees, if everything would be so much more "efficient" if administered provincially through the Ministry of Education? This thinking is wrong. First, School Boards and Trustees are about local democratic control of the school system. This is more important than "efficiency". Parents and the public want to have input into the operation of their local schools. And teachers want to negotiate standards specific to their schools and communities and educational programs. Second, it is an illusion that bigger is cheaper and better. When the Toronto District School Board was created through amalgamation, all of the anticipated "efficiencies" failed to come through. For example, when they closed the facilities plant on the west side of the city so that they would have only one, the result was that carpenters now spend much of their time in traffic crossing the city in travel. Salaries were leveled up across the city. Staff moved into a central office, but after the full amalgamation was complete, there were more staff, not fewer. Eventually, the Board reorganized into sections to more effectively serve such a large student population. It is ironic that BCPSEA represents Trustees and Boards. In my mind they (BCPSEA) are part of a bigger push towards standardization and centralization and elimination of local democratic governance. They follow the same BC Liberal line of thinking that led to the amalgamation of health authorities and the "threats" of elimination of School Boards. Is this what School Trustees really want? Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 4:59 PM 2 comments: Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest Wednesday, September 28, 2011 BCPSEA pushing American style "reform" agenda Based on the BC Public School Employer's Association (BCPSEA) bargaining proposals, and government presentations on "education policy", it is clear that BCPSEA, School Boards, and the Ministry of Education are promoting American style education "reform". Proposals include the virtual elimination of seniority, the removal of any due process requirements for teacher evaluations, the ability to force a teacher to move to another job merely with one month's notice, and the ability to fire a teacher after a single evaluation. Why this should be is mind-boggling: we consistently outrank the US on international randomized assessments. We have a much better education system now, and following their mistaken path is about the worst thing we could do. The US "blame the teacher" reform agenda is political. It is about commodifying and privatizing education. It is a total rejection of the notion of equity. Instead of quality, equal access, and equal opportunity, it promotes competition, consumer driven models and private service delivery. The end result? Very good schools that are hyper competitive for the rich. Pretty awful schools for the poor. Struggling schools for everyone in between. Is this where we want to go? The recent outpouring of generosity for a Vancouver teacher trying to meet the needs of poor inner city children suggests not. Here is a quick quote on life in the elite world of private schools in America: "As more solid or even stellar students hire expensive tutors, the achievement bar rises, and getting ahead quickly becomes keeping up." (http://www.nytimes.com/2011/06/08/education/08tutors.html?pagewanted=all) Here is the life of "struggling" schools in middle class America: "The number of elementary and middle schools receiving D’s and F’s under New York City’s grading system more than doubled this year from last after Department of Education officials did away with a safety net that prevented some schools from falling too far." (http://www.nytimes.com/schoolbook/2011/09/23/more-schools-are-struggling-city-progress-reports-show/) And here is what America's poor face: "Schools are no longer legally segregated, but because of residential patterns, housing discrimination, economic disparities and long-held custom, they most emphatically are in reality. “Ninety-five percent of education reform is about trying to make separate schools for rich and poor work, but there is very little evidence that you can have success when you pack all the low-income students into one particular school,” said Richard Kahlenberg, a senior fellow at the Century Foundation who specializes in education issues." (http://www.nytimes.com/2011/03/22/opinion/22herbert.html?_r=1) The focus of American reform is "teacher quality" and elimination of teachers' unions. The methods used are standardized testing, reduction/elimination of seniority provisions and bargaining rights, "value added" teacher quality testing and ranking, and merit pay. At the same time, the school system is slowly reconfigured around student/parent "choices". In the US this usually takes the form of Charter schools, who are not regulated through local government. It also involves reducing overall education funding, which results in larger class sizes and fewer teachers. By focusing on "teacher quality", US reform ignores the more fundamental issues: poverty, race, environment (parents, neighborhood). It is a myth that the "problem" with schools is bad teachers. They are simply being used as a scapegoat for much bigger social issues. If teachers are the problem, then it can't be poverty, so the lie goes. And so all we have to do is fire the bad teachers (or pay them less?), and schools will improve. Except they don't. One of the great tragedies of the loss of what Americans call "tenure" (and we generally refer to as "seniority") is that it often results in the GOOD teachers losing their jobs. Seniority provisions protect teachers with more service to the school. They also prevent discrimination from Principals and school Administration (such as nepotism and favouratism). Senior teachers are typically the ones with the most experience, are most likely to have higher education (such as a Master's degree) and highest pay. Elimination of tenure in the US has resulted in many of these teachers losing their jobs because they cost more. It has nothing to do with "teacher quality". In value-added, "merit pay" systems, no one gets fired, but the ninety percent of teachers who do not get the merit pay are pretty demoralized. One Los Angeles teacher was so crushed when his "value added" score was published and ranked in the LA Times that he committed suicide. In fact, it would be a credible claim to say that US teachers as a whole are pretty demoralized. American education theorist Bill Ayers describes the situation this way: "We're living in the darkest times for teachers that I've ever seen in my life. It's hard to fully understand how the conversation about what makes a robust, vital education for citizens in a democracy has degraded to the point where the frame of the whole discussion is that teachers are the problem. It's true that good schools are places where good teachers gather, but there's another piece to that: Good teachers need to be protected to teach, supported to teach, put into relationships with one another - and with the families of the kids - so that they can teach." So why, I wonder, is this what the BC government and School Trustees want? Why are they promoting a "blame the teacher" agenda? Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 8:47 AM 3 comments: Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest Saturday, September 24, 2011 Wrong response to poverty and underfunded classrooms: UK toys with bringing back the cane I was surprised to come home one evening this week and see in the UK papers that there is talk of bringing back the cane, and regular use of corporal punishment in schools. The UK paper The Express reported: "Almost all parents and more than two-thirds of pupils believe strong leadership is needed in the classroom after years of teachers’ authority being undermined. They say teachers must be given the power and freedom to discipline unruly pupils. Forty-nine per cent of parents think corporal punishment such as smacking and caning should be reintroduced for very bad behaviour." (http://www.express.co.uk/posts/view/271583) What a step backwards! No doubt much of this "public opinion" has been stoked by the reaction of British politicians to the recent riots. Rather than examine or discuss any of the root problems, most espoused a simplistic law and order response - punish the wrong doers. Mere suggestions that poverty, unemployment, and a sense of alienation from community were factors were either ignored or ridiculed by those in government. Governments and politicians neither want to take the blame nor examine, in an evidence based fashion, how to address the larger issues that erupt into social disorder. And perhaps not surprisingly, one of the few groups to come out against the proposal - the teachers' unions - were criticized for taking a position against corporal punishment. But regardless, one union official was quoted by the Express: "A mythology has grown up around corporal punishment and its effectiveness which was never borne out by reality. A study of inspection reports from the 1950s highlighted behaviour that would not be tolerated today, such as vandalising school property or assaulting teachers. These were common features of life in many schools despite routine use of corporal punishment. In fact, evidence suggests that behaviour has improved significantly since corporal punishment was abolished." No one (thankfully) is talking much about corporal punishment in Canada. But some of the underlying issues are relevant to us here. Poverty and underfunded classrooms, for example. And the same type of tactics are used to divert the public from the real problems. For example, it is fashionable right now in the American and Canadian school "reform" dialogue to discuss the importance of having a quality teacher. Yet the research is very clear that while teachers play a dominant role in children's educational success among school factors, there is a much bigger role played by parents and socio-economic status. The average income of a student's household is a much higher predictor of marks and standardized test results than who their teacher is or was. So why is the dominant message "fix the teacher"? Is it really because there are so many bad teachers around? While there are always some practitioners in any profession who need to go, the real reason for our politicians to raise the "fix the teacher" mantra is that they don't want to fix the other problems - large class sizes, a shortage of specialty teachers, a lack of support for students with special needs, and perhaps most critical - child poverty. These cost money. And significant amounts of money (although perhaps not when compared the BC place stadium roof!). The real story is about who to blame: blame the kids - punish them; blame the teacher - fire them. What about blaming the people who are truly accountable? The governments and politicians who choose to point fingers rather than examine and solve problems. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 12:43 PM No comments: Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest Tuesday, September 20, 2011 Mel Joy and the BC Trustees' new approach? When Trustee Mel Joy won a surprise victory to become Chair of the BC Public School Employer's Association (BCPSEA), teachers were hopeful. Could this mean a change in the attitudes and actions of the School Districts' bargaining agent, BCPSEA? Mel Joy said publicly that she would take a "softer" approach than her predecessor, Ron Christiansen. Yesterday's press release put that idea to bed. It seems that BCPSEA has changed Mel Joy, not the other way around. Here are some quotes from the "softer" Mel Joy approach (http://www.bcpsea.bc.ca/documents/Media/00-DS-Arbitrator%20agrees%20with%20employers%27%20association.pdf): "the BCTF has obstructed the process of bargaining" "they resisted complying with the arbitrator's direction" and, "They need to get on with bargaining and make a commitment to work with us to negotiate a collective agreement so students can learn and teachers can teach without any further disruption to the school year." The implication is that teachers are not committed to negotiating. The implication is also that teachers are not teaching and students are not learning. Exactly where does Mel Joy get her evidence for these criticisms? Mel Joy does not sit at the bargaining table. No doubt she is briefed. But at any rate, given BCPSEA's insistence on "net zero" and refusal to counter any cost item, it is hard to see how BCPSEA has commitment but teachers do not. Does "commitment" mean accepting nothing? Is that what BCPSEA and BC Trustees believe? As to the implication that teachers are not teaching and students not learning - this is simply inflammatory.  Teachers have been very careful to ensure that teaching and learning are paramount and in fact, many teachers report having additional time to focus on teaching, planning and assessment. I have no doubt there are more issues in schools that impact students because of oversize and overcrowded classes than from anything related to teachers' job action, yet the BC government has failed to correct class sizes in spite of a Supreme Court ruling saying they must. The reality is that the job action is impacting Principals, Vice Principals, Superintendents and some Trustees. Trustees are teachers' direct employers and should be much bigger participants in negotiations. In fact, this is one of the reasons teachers want more local bargaining - to engage Trustees in meaningful dialogue about local school issues. We could just as easily say that Trustees are abdicating their role and responsibility to negotiate by refusing to bargain more at the local tables. But regardless, there seems to have been little change in the Trustees Association's attitude towards teachers and teacher bargaining. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 11:42 AM 2 comments: Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest Monday, September 19, 2011 Good riddance to BCeSIS The government has announced they will be phasing out the much maligned BCeSIS computer system. At a cost of $10 per student per year, this system was an incredible waste of public funding. Similar systems that were in use cost as little as $3. This program has always been a boondoggle. For years, teachers have expressed frustration that it was unreliable and poorly designed. It constrained a teacher's ability to report to students (only codes allowed), it logged out automatically, requiring teachers to spend class time logging on over and over, and the user interface was a classic in bad design - multiple scroll bars on one page, buttons with obscure symbols and multiple steps to do what should be done in one. In my best guesstimate, teachers would spend 10 - 30 minutes per day wasting time with BCeSIS. Additional countless hours have been spent transferring Individual Education Plans into the system. Time that would have been better spent with students. Lo and behold, the BCeSIS system was brought in when no other than Christy Clark was Minister of Education. No surprise. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 12:16 PM 2 comments: Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest Wednesday, September 14, 2011 Cranbrook Trustees re-instate recess during job action Teachers were surprised and frustrated when a number of school Boards unilaterally decided to cancel recess this fall. In one of those Districts, Cranbrook (district 5), the teachers' association has pressed Trustees and Trustees have decided to re-instate recess time. Every District should follow Cranbrook's lead and management should be fulfilling their obligations under the Essential Services law rather than canceling services to children. "As teachers return to school this fall, we are disappointed to discover that School District No. 5 administrative staff have decided to cancel our elementary students’ recess. We have asked them to reconsider their decision because children benefit from this traditional exercise and nutrition break." wrote Wendy Turner, President of the Cranbrook District Teachers' Association (CDTA). The teachers' job action includes supervision during non-instructional time. This means in Districts where teachers regularly provide supervision the District must assign management staff to that work. As the Cranbrook District Teachers' Association explains: "BC’s public school teachers, who are classified as essential service providers, are very frustrated with stalled provincial bargaining, especially in regard to the restoration of working and learning conditions that the government legislatively and unconstitutionally stripped from our contracts. So, like many other workers, we have sought to influence our employer by withdrawing some services we normally provide. The Labour Relations Board facilitated an employer/employee agreement as to which tasks could be withdrawn. Except during an emergency, supervision of students beyond the classroom is classified as a nonessential task for teachers that can be performed by management. This means that the employer must now exhaust every possibility to have management personnel do supervision before teachers can be asked to assist. In a previous “teach only” campaign, School District No. 5 management was able, with fewer personnel and more schools, to perform all the necessary supervision without requiring teachers to breach the job action, and without canceling recess. A large majority of school districts around the province, urban and rural, have not canceled recess. Their administrative staff have made room in their schedules to be with students on playgrounds." Surrey, which is the largest District and has the lowest ratio of management to teachers is able to continue all recess supervision. This means every other District should too. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 11:27 AM No comments: Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest Tuesday, September 13, 2011 Shameful cuts to BCCPAC funding show "family first" hypocrisy Christy Clark and Minister of Education George Abbott have extended the hypocrisy of their "families first" agenda by announcing this week that the provincial parent organization would have its entire funding grant cut. The BC Confederation of Parent Advisory Councils (BCCPAC) had been receiving a grant annually from the provincial government. The grant traditionally been $100,000 or more and has paid for the basic operation of BCCPAC. BCCPAC provides an umbrella organization for local Parent Advisory Councils to meet, debate issues, and engage in policy discussions at the provincial level. While I don't always agree with BCCPAC positions, I am a firm advocate of parents having a voice and being engaged in education discussions. Often, parent advocacy groups have been instrumental in pushing for improvement in our school system, such as seismic upgrades, stopping school closures and fighting for adequate funding. In fact, one has to wonder if the cuts to BCCPAC come as this groups has taken a more vocal position about underfunding issues. In a typically George Abbott fashion, he told the parents group that they would receive support from the Ministry in a "non-financial" manner. I wonder what this looks like? Moral support? Parents are understandably outraged. One parent wrote on her blog: "Christy Clark and crew just slapped the face of every parent in this province." (http://lailayuile.com/2011/09/12/and-so-the-punishment-begins-and-parents-are-the-target/) Parents, just like teachers, have been integral in sustaining a system that is chronically underfunded. Sadly, much of the work done by parent councils is fundraising to make up for the lack of funding available to schools. This is sometimes for the extras (such as field trips), but more and more it is to pay for necessities in schools, such as playground equipment and emergency preparedness kits. Parents are rightly frustrated that they are footing the bill for what should be a fully public and free education system. Christy Clark and Geoge Abbott have just alienated another partner in public education. Who will be next? Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 11:04 AM 3 comments: Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest Thursday, September 8, 2011 In defense of compassionate care leave Within the various commentary about the BCTF negotiations, some have chosen to criticize BCTF proposals in an attempt to discredit teachers and teacher bargaining. One of the proposals that has been particularly singled out is compassionate care leave. Compassionate care leave is currently provided through the employment standards act and some unions have negotiated related provisions. It provides a leave for an employee to take care of a person who is terminally ill (a reasonable expectation of death within 26 weeks). The current employment standards act provides eight weeks of leave and if eligible, employees can collect employment insurance benefits for six of those eight weeks. The person being cared for must be a "family member", but the definition of family member includes a person or friend who "considers you a family member", such as a friend or neighbour. As the government program notes: "One of the most difficult times for anyone is when a loved one is dying or at risk of death. The demands of caring for a gravely ill family member can jeopardize both your job and the financial security of your family. The Government of Canada believes that, during such times, you should not have to choose between keeping your job and caring for your family." (http://www.servicecanada.gc.ca/eng/ei/types/compassionate_care.shtml) Doctors agree that compassionate care leave has multiple benefits: "For most clinicians, compassionate care matters because it is fundamental to the practice of medicine, ethically sound, and humane," according to lead author Beth Lown, MD, medical director of the Schwartz Center and an associate professor of medicine at Harvard Medical School. "However, there is also strong evidence that compassionate care improves health outcomes and quality of life, increases patient satisfaction, and lowers health care costs. Particularly as our health care system faces such intense pressure to reduce costs, we must make sure that this critically important element of health care is not lost." (http://www.eurekalert.org/pub_releases/2011-09/tscf-scp090811.php) There are calls for an expansion to the existing employment insurance scheme, to extend the leave and benefits to 26 weeks. This makes sense. After all, the program is designed for those who might die in 26 weeks time. It is a bit odd that eight weeks is available but no more. What do you do after those eight weeks? Chances are, the person you are caring for is even more ill after the eight weeks than before. The proposal put forward by BC teachers is akin to the "top up" programs that many Canadians already receive for maternity leave. These programs provide a top up by the employer to the employee's EI benefits so that their pay is closer to what their salary normally is. They are designed to ensure that women and parents can have adequate time off to care for their very young children without a significant loss of income. Taken together with the Employment Insurance benefits, these programs help to even the playing field for parents with respect to income loss and child bearing/rearing. There is a benefit to the individuals but also to society, which benefits from the future earnings/production/taxes of the children. It is only a tiny portion of the vast cost of raising a child, but allows mothers and parents to ensure adequate care for the critical first year of life, without fear of losing their home or not being able to pay the bills. The same rationale can be made for compassionate care leave. Those who are close to death and require care will end up somewhere in our social safety net. In the worst of cases, inadequate care might mean accidents and further complications to illness take place. In the event hospitalization is required, the costs far outweigh what a compassionate care program would cost. But even if palliative care or home care services are used, the overall costs are likely in excess of what a compassionate care program would be. Moreover, a close friend or relative is likely able to provide more time and attention in caring and the care can likely be done in a home environment. Compassionate care leave is also a women's issue, just as maternity leave is. The Canadian Women's Health Network describes why: "Care in the home is women’s work. Women provide more than 80% of unpaid personal care for the elderly and for those of all ages with long-term disability or short-term illness. A survey found that three out of four unpaid caregivers were women between the ages of 50 and 65 -- that is, women in the prime of life who may already be juggling adolescent children, aging parents and a professional career." (http://www.cwhn.ca/en/node/39518) I am proud that I am part of an organization that is advocating for improvements like compassionate care leave. It is a progressive change that I hope is both successful and replicated by other workplaces. Just as the landmark strike by the Canadian Union of Postal Workers eventually led to maternity leave rights and benefits for all Canadian mothers and parents, I am hopeful that the union movement's involvement in pursuing compassionate care leave will result in legislative changes that benefit all Canadians. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 2:31 PM 3 comments: Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest Tuesday, September 6, 2011 Mr. Abbott - the ball is in your court... As students return to school in BC this week, teachers are beginning a "teach only" job action. The purpose of this action is to put pressure on Administration, and thereby government, to come to the bargaining table with a new mandate. Only when the government moves off of it's "net zero" position can real bargaining begin. The government has come to the table with an extreme position - not one penny available for bargaining. Only concessions on the table. With inflation factored in, this means government wants teachers to "negotiate" how to cut their salary and benefits. They have stated over and over again that they will not move off of this position. Teachers have actually taken "0" percent four times in the last 13 years - 1998, 1999, 2004 and 2005. Once was when we "traded" no salary increase for class size limits, which have since been unilaterally removed by this government. The second was imposed when the government legislated teachers back to work and imposed zero for two years. Meanwhile, as teacher salaries fell from 3rd in Canada to 8th in the period since 2006, the premiere and MLA's (including Mr. Abbott himself) received a 29% pay increase. Is this good faith bargaining? Bargaining is a process of give and take. Of compromise. Both parties put positions on the table and expect to have to change their position. The process of negotiations is to work through these compromises. Teachers have openly said that our proposals are our "starting" position. In this case, however, one party, BCPSEA (the government's bargaining agent), has said there is no compromise. There is no room to move. "Net zero" will not change. In essence, there is no negotiation. Some newspaper editorials and even BCPSEA have been quoted publicly saying that the bargaining structure is doomed "to fail". Any bargaining structure where the people who make the decisions are not actually at the table is not likely to succeed. In this case, government holds the purse strings but they only have a "representative" at the table - not someone who has the authority to make decisions on their behalf. Further complicating the bargaining process is the fact that even though individual school boards both pay for and administer the collective agreement, they do not bargain very much locally with teachers' associations. This makes it difficult if not impossible to identify areas of shared interest, since the people who live with the agreement are similarly not at the table. If Mr. Abbott, the Minister of Education, has an interest in fixing the current dispute, he needs to: a) put an end to the "mandate" that restricts BCPSEA b) agree to fund a new agreement c) allow school Boards to negotiate Then, bargaining could start in earnest. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 1:40 PM 6 comments: Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest Friday, September 2, 2011 Guest post: A teacher explains our bargaining position This letter comes from Elaine Thompson, a primary teacher and member of the Campbell River Teachers' Association bargaining team Over the summer there have been many articles in the larger newspapers that constitute what is known as teacher-bashing. Such articles criticize the BCTF proposals at the bargaining table for wage increases and contract improvements. But they fail to mention several crucial distinctions between teachers and other B.C. public sector workers who have recently settled contracts. First of all, not all public sector workers have settled within the so-called "zero mandate." Both nurses and police officers recently settled for close to nine per cent over three years. Keep in mind that that probably will not even keep up to cost of living increases. But more importantly, only B.C. teachers have been working under an illegally stripped contract for the past decade. In the decision of the B.C. Supreme Court, it is shown that the government illegally stripped our contract in January 2002 and deprived teachers of both the benefits of the contract and of their charter rights as Canadians. The main clauses that were stripped were the limits on class size and composition. When teachers had bargained these clauses, they were so important to the learning conditions in classrooms that we agreed to a 0-0-2 wage mandate in exchange. So we not only lost these important provisions when the contract was stripped, but we also failed to receive a wage increase that would even keep up to the cost of living. Both teachers and students have suffered the consequences ever since, with thousands of oversized classes and classes in which there is not enough support for the many special needs students. So the government has saved money both by cutting the number of teachers, and by not increasing teacher wages. Furthermore, the percentage of our GDP spent on funding for public education has decreased significantly in the last decade. The result is that the needs of all students are not being met, in particular those with special needs. Only teachers have been subject to this illegal action for a decade which has not been rectified by the government or by our direct employers. In addition, B.C. teachers are the lowest paid teachers west of Quebec as shown by the independent mediator who settled the Saskatchewan teachers' strike this year (they received an increase of 8.8 per cent over the next three years.) In fact, the mediator stated that the wages of B.C. teachers were so much lower than the other western provinces that they significantly brought down the average when he tried to arrive at a fair increase for Saskatchewan. And let's not forget that we have the highest cost of living in Canada while being eighth in our wage levels in all provinces of Canada. It is important for the future of our education system to be on par with other provinces not only to attract new teachers to B.C., but also to retain the ones we have. Imagine going to university for five years, graduating with $20-30,000 in debt on average, and then starting your employment at around $47,000 per year on a 10-year grid. Graduates can easily earn twice that initial amount in the private sector, and increase their wages much more quickly. We need to attract excellent graduates to teaching. Very few men go into teaching anymore, and large numbers of young teachers burn out and leave the profession in the first five years when they find a job with better pay and a lot less stress. We feel it is essential that we be treated as equals with other teachers across Canada!! As far as being able to afford these wage increases, please keep in mind two things. The B.C. government can always find lots of money for projects they want to fund. Take the retractable roof on B.C. Place which doesn't even work in the rain as a good example. Secondly, in spite of global economics, the Liberal government largely created this funding crises with their regressive tax policies for both income tax and especially corporate taxes, which are now not only the lowest in North America, but also in all of the G8 countries. A fair taxation system is what is needed, as Paul Willcocks discussed in his column a few weeks ago. Teachers have been desperately trying to truly bargain at both provincial and local tables since March, but there has been a concerted effort to stall any progress from the employer side of the table, and now to deny the meaning of the decision of the Supreme Court. I guess if you are of the opinion that a government is allowed to commit illegal acts and violate the charter rights of 40,000 British Columbians in order to save money, and that somehow the highly-qualified dedicated teachers of B.C. do not deserve to be treated as equals with other teachers in Canada, then you will support those who engage in teacher bashing. Unfortunately, teachers are used to it and there will be more to come as school starts up this fall. I hope that all teachers will realize they do not need to apologize for asking to be treated legally and fairly! And I hope that many parents and other members of the public will spend some time in classrooms to see just how dedicated and hard-working our public school teachers are. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 11:56 AM 4 comments: Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest Newer Posts Older Posts Home Subscribe to: Posts (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts All Comments Atom All Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ▼  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ▼  September (10) Does BCPSEA represent the interest of School Trust... BCPSEA pushing American style "reform" agenda Wrong response to poverty and underfunded classroo... Mel Joy and the BC Trustees' new approach? Good riddance to BCeSIS Cranbrook Trustees re-instate recess during job ac... Shameful cuts to BCCPAC funding show "family first... In defense of compassionate care leave Mr. Abbott - the ball is in your court... Guest post: A teacher explains our bargaining posi... ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2014/09/tentative-agreement-yes-or-no.html?showComment=1410938657847,Staffroom Confidential: Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, September 16, 2014 Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Despite what I know was a herculean effort on the part of our bargaining team, I very much hope that BC teachers will vote no to the tentative agreement. After five weeks of strike, and twelve years of legal battles, this is not the deal that will restore sanity to public education and it is not a fair deal for teachers and students. Just as teachers in Saskatchewan rejected a deal to ensure a better outcome, I hope BC teachers will consider a no vote to let our team know we have to go back to the bargaining table. Class size, composition The agreement provided a modified LIF fund starting at $75 million per year and increasing to $85 by the last year. It is for teachers only, which will mean a slight improvement in Districts where sizeable portions were spent on Education Assistants or senior District staff rather than teachers. However, in an average size District like Victoria (20,000 students, 1,000 teachers), this will translate into about 5-10 more teachers. That is one for every five schools. To put it in comparison, Justice Griffin's judgement estimated the lost funding due to lost class size language at about $330 million in current dollars. (Read more here about the proposed Education Fund.) I heard so many teachers speak up about the need to ensure that we do not return to over-crowded classes when the strike ends. This agreement does very little to alleviate what is the most pressing issue. Throwing away the court victory The agreement provides a "reopener" in the event we win on appeal our class size language. What this means is that the language returns, but is not implemented until new language is negotiated. Without the actual implementation of the returned language, there will be very little incentive for the government to bargain it back. We would essentially be back in the very same position we are in today, with government trying to bargain it out and us trying to bargain it back in. In my opinion, even if we were legislated back to work we would be in a superior position. If we won the appeal the government would then be forced to implement the language. We are thus throwing away our historic court victory and the bargaining pressure it potentially creates. The reopener is really only mildly less offensive than E80. In both cases, we have to bargain back what was illegally taken from our contract and the government will probably never have to restore it. In fact, the "reopener" creates the perfect opportunity for government to lock us out to try and force us to agree to something far inferior. Throwing away the remedy for the last twelve years The agreement provides $105 million to compensate for grievances over-sized classes for the last twelve years. Using Justice Griffin's estimates, our loss is roughly $300 million times 12 = over $3 billion. I cannot fathom how $105 million is a fair compromise. The BCTF's original proposal to put this money back into the system was a more fair and productive approach. This agreement means we can no longer go to the courts for a fair remedy. Wages The agreement is very close to government's original offer. While I would be willing to accept this if the class size language was returned, teachers should not be taking such a significant monetary loss without the commensurate gain in working conditions. We have lost roughly 12% of our annual salary. We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut. Minimal improvements There are very minimal improvements in preparation time for elementary teachers (10 minutes per week), and TTOC daily rate. The TTOC daily rate change may depend on your grid placement. It could actually be a wage loss for long term TTOCs who are above category 5 and step 7. There is also $11 million in health and dental benefits. At 40,000 members, this is $275 each. Hardly worth consideration in the context of the rest of the agreement. What next? There are a variety of options if we vote no. We can continue the strike. We can choose to return to work and continue bargaining. We do not, and should not, accept an agreement that doesn't meet our needs and doesn't meet the needs of students and public education. When Saskatchewan teachers rejected the first deal which had 5.5% wage increases over four years, the second deal had 7.3% increases over four years. They have said this still isn't good enough. For us, our main issue is classroom conditions. We need to say this isn't good enough. The way to do that is to vote no. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 7:48 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 124 comments: Troy MooreSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:17 PM The EC recommendation states the open clause will be argued from restored language. However, selling our grievances for nothing as the 105 million is strike savings, is plenty of reason to vote no. Further, no composition caps, but a fund controlled by Superintendents is enough reason to vote no. Thursday I will vote no.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:06 PM Re-opener also says "education fund" in place until new language bargained, so old language can disappear forever.Delete Reply Mme RousseauSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:33 PM Government starved us to death hoping we'd vote yes to whatever deal they'd offer. Planned it from the start.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:07 PM We can sill choose (collectively) to return to work if we reject this deal. Many options.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:09 PM Great analysis, Tara! I think that returning to work would be a bad idea. This will frustrate parents more if they need to find new ways to deal with taking care fo kids. USe the money given to you by the other unions. I am a teacher who had to quit for stress over the terrible condition of work (split FI grade 4/5, several low LD kids with little support, one severe with no support, 2 gifted (no support), and a principal who expected me to teach 2 separate social studies AND science programs)Delete Reply Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:56 PM Good points by all but the gov't succeeded in starving my family out and completly breaking us. I will be voting YES and live to fight another dayReplyDelete Replies schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:21 PM 'Fight another day'? In the last twelve years that we have been pushing back against this government, never has the tide tide been so much with teachers, class size/composition, and public education - and never has the government been pushed back onto the ropes (especially with the call for binding arbitration). What 'other day' is being proposed that we wait for? Now is the time. Vote 'no' and give the BCTF bargaining team a renewed mandate to get a decent deal for students and teachers.Delete Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:10 PM "Another day" means to wake up and realize that 2more weeks means my family of 5 could lose our home. It means I will do all I can to recall Cc, Factbender, and other mla's, and maybe even having "a guy I know" have a chat with them. In year 1 of their reign, I don't believe they even know what "the ropes" are. I will vote YES ...for my family, and I can live with thatDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:12 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply Karen FergusonSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:03 PM Just a question: When the Saskatchewan teachers voted no, had they already been on strike for 5 weeks?ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM No. They are working with no contract. They are not on strike.Delete Shannon DavisSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:23 AM I am a Saskatchewan teacher. We are not on strike; we are currently in the conciliation process after voting "no" to 2 previous offersDelete Reply "Mama Rose"September 16, 2014 at 9:27 PM Can we truly return to work without agreeing and continue bargaining? When I suggested returning to work a few weeks ago, the answer was "being on strike puts pressure on the gov't and without pressure they have no reason to settle." And can you explain more how legislating us back would be better than agreeing to this deal? And finally, why would the BCTF executive put forward a deal that was not a good one?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:30 PM Because they need confirmation of the resolve of the membership to get something better. That is what a no vote does.Delete Reply Troylana MSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:28 PM some great points to ponder, tara......thinking thinking....ReplyDelete schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:43 PM If we vote 'no' to the tentative deal we still have options: We'd not have a contract. But we could... a) strike with full picket lines b) partially strike with phase 1 (work-to-rule) in schools c) partially strike with periodic/rotating job action d) continue negotiating e) return to work and re-escalate strike f) some/all of the above ReplyDelete Replies Caroline MackenzieSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:21 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:14 PM a) will expedite matters (I say less that 3 days)Delete Reply danabjornsonSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:05 PM I am thinking that a legislated, crappier contract would only be in effect for 2 years max (before elections...). If we take this offer, then we will be agreeing to this pseudo-E80. Should we win the court case (which we likely will), we will have to settle on the terms of the THIS negotiated contract which doesn't actually restore learning conditions; it simply allows for those conditions to be negotiated. If we say n, then we default to the 2002 contract, which DOES restore the language. A "yes" vote is saying that we are good on "crumbs"; a "no" vote is saying we want an actual meal. That's my understanding, anyway. Please correct me where I am wrong, Tara. :)ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:44 PM And word is IF they legislate, they could opt to legislate back Grade 10-12 only causing the union to have to lay off all teachers and re-hire based on seniority. That will tear the union at the seams pitting teacher against teacher for those positions. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:17 PM There will be a general strike if that were to happen! They better not do this. They will regret it.Delete Reply imaginefunlearningSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:09 PM Some good points on the background of our fight over the past 12 years, which I have been actively engaged in; however we need to recognize the climate we are in. We are not in Sask. people! We have just come through a very long summer!! We need to thank our @bctf bargaining team & recognize the toll this has taken on all of us & our families. I don't have the luxury of more time on the strike line. This may be as good as it gets. Let's read the agreement and consider getting back to work and making some $ again! That's my 2 cents worth, which would come in really handy right now!!!ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:18 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply RobSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:11 PM Go back in work to rule mode. Work this winter to recall every Liberal MLA. ThAt is the only way to apply pressure to these criminals. ReplyDelete Replies Kate RestonSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:03 PM Recall! Not sure who won the battle but the war is still onDelete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:14 AM Well said Kate... I agree 100%Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:20 PM I think say NO and a better deal will be done in less than 3 days. These guys are not criminals, they are lower than that. I bet they get a sick pleasure in hurting the kids and the teachers.Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:31 PM An official recall is in the works: https://www.facebook.com/groups/316129595235450/?fref=ts Please consider joining.Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:26 AM Leah - do you honestly think anyone who voted BC Liberal did so thinking that they would act any differently on the education file?Delete Reply JJSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:16 PM I am glad to see other members who share my views. I am outraged at a 1.2 percent "raise" in salary per year that doesn't even meet inflation of currently 2%. I feel used and abused.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:23 PM Not to mention all of the other pittance! I am actually surprised that Iker asked teachers to vote on this! Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:18 PM Hi Tara Thanks for the summary! Will we be able to vote NO to the deal, but vote YES to returning to work? Will there be three options when we vote Thursday? Why did the BCTF agree to a substandard deal for us? If we vote no to a deal that was recommended to us, the teachers look like the bad guys and public approval will plummet. I am very disappointed and frustratedReplyDelete Replies KataSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:12 AM Public approval will not necessarily plummet. I have seen strikes where the membership has voted against the executive's "best results to date", and ended up with a better offer. This offer is an insult. The $300 million will not bring funding to the national average (I believe). More importantly, the wage offer is half of the average wage increase for public and private workers (StatsCan). Delete Reply MontySeptember 16, 2014 at 10:19 PM Thank you, Tara. My thoughts too, more clearly expressed. As well, Thursday is too soon to vote, too soon to vote, too soon to vote........ReplyDelete Richard ChalkeSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:21 PM Vote no and lose every shred of public support...just sayin!ReplyDelete Replies UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:31 AM I am a member of the public and would support a "no" vote. js!.Delete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:01 AM Richard Chalke, NO you won't! I am a mother with 3 adopted special needs children who need to be in a class that is designed for them and others like them (my kids are academically slightly delayed but their issues are more social and behavioural) where they can receive the education they deserve taught in a way they can comprehend. I will speak now for all the parents I know, and we will support the teacher's if they continue to fight for our children's best interest.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:28 PM It might not be pretty at first, but once we explain things (and I hope the Mandarin-speaking teachers flood the Richmond organization that voiced their concerns), they will back us. The 3 billions that the judge came to is the first I hear about. This should be stated to every newsmedia comment section in the province. Minimize pickets and flood those outlets with commenters, just like the Liberals do. Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:45 PM I am a member of the public and a single Mother of a child in the public school system. You will NOT lose one bit of my support if you vote no. I know that you are sacrificing so that my child can have a better education, and I am most grateful for it. Having said that, I also know that you are exhausted and broke. I have been dreading that you may have to settle for less than what you (we) deserve because the government succeeded in breaking you. I am not in your shoes, so cannot judge. If the vote is a yes, I understand and I am still behind you. Delete Reply Alison RocheSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:25 PM It is a crap deal. It's always a crap deal. Once you raise the stakes to striking, anything else is a cave in. The last time we walked out was the 3 day illegal strike where I threw away 1200$ and got EXACTLY the same contract I had the year before. The BCTF called it a win because they didn't rip up MORE of my contract. Ridiculous. There are a few of us that believe that working to contract, doing 100% of your teaching job and nothing more (like paying for supplies out of your own pocket or EC) is the only way teachers will survive this government. What if they get re-elected again? Then what? Teachers have lost thousands to these clowns to make "statements" about the state of public education in this province. We can't keep sacrificing ourselves and our families. And in the meantime, you talk to parents about why you have to take this crappy road. Because up until this strike they mostly didn't care about the state of education, but god forbid you didn't run a Sports Day. Then suddenly they wanted to know what the hell was going on. Keep the conversation going in schools. Attend your PAC meetings and stop enabling this govt to underfund and overwork the system. And still get paid!ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:20 AM I am very excited at the prospect of returning to my beloved job on Friday. However I will NOT continue to put my personal money into my classroom and I will be seriously reconsidering my involvement in extra curriculars. I think we shoot ourselves in the foot with all the unpaid work we so willingly volunteer to do. Delete Reply FCSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:38 PM I heard a rumour last week from a loose lipped government insider that after the 22nd, depending on the outcome of the negotiations the Liberals were going to announce a 3 step process. I was not clear if this was based on 3 steps to resolve the strike (perhaps the 3rd step is legislation??) or 3 steps to overhaul the education system, either way, they will settle it outright. I wish you all luck and all the information that you need to make a sound decision of what you feel is best.ReplyDelete Replies Lisa BurrowsSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:53 PM I have heard similar rumours. On the 23rd, the gov. was planning on introducing a $6000 per year voucher system for 3 choices: an academic or trades program, or something called EducationCanada. Not clear whether their intention was to privatize the public system, de-certify teachers and hire them back under new wage/benefits. Not clear where these rumours originated from. Maybe fear tactics to get teachers to vote yes. In any event, I plan on voting yes. I signed up to be a teacher, not a martyr. This strike has cost us a lot. We need to regain our livelihood and hopefully continue the conversation about class composition. We have at least awakened many people to the issue, and the court case is still an avenue that could eventually improve teaching and learning conditions.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:33 PM I urge all teachers to fight and say NO to this deal. Retired teacher who had to retire because horrendous work conditions. Make me proud. They will not last long if you say NO! I know this is tough, but there is money and I hear that Van City does offer loan at low to 0 %. Banks do allow you to miss a mortgage payment. Go talki to your banker.Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM Will school districts require teachers to make up missed days, as suggested in the media? Will the school calendar be changing to make up for the missed three weeks and if so will we be made aware of those changes PRIOR to the vote? ReplyDelete KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:41 PM "Wages..... We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut." And that is the cost of going on strike!!! There is nothing that can be done about that. You cannot go on strike and put up the raise you want every week to compensate for your time on strike - it doesn't work that way.ReplyDelete Replies Drew StevensonSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:59 AM I believe the missing "..." Suggests that they meant to refer to the losses against inflation since the last wage step increase. Thus this contract does not allow us to recover the buying power lost to inflation since the last non contract or "0%" year. Add those up and compare against the proposed increase and you see that by the end of the contract, we won't be able to afford the same value of goods (loaves of bread, watts of energy, litres of gas) that we could at the end of the last contracts term. It was not a comment about wages that were lost in the strike. Those are really small potatoes when compared to the grinding power of inflation over years and years. The next contract will use this latest for a bench mark so these losses to inflation will grind at all teachers for as long as they teach. A death of a thousand cuts to our ability to afford basic goods and services. Any raise less than inflation is a cut to the value placed on us and on our ability to pay our bills. Delete Reply Ed SSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:09 PM Having lost $20,000 (including summer school wages) as the single income for a family of five is far too much; I will be voting YES to the deal, unless the independently wealthy teachers out there who wish to continue the strike will pay my bills and mortgage for me.ReplyDelete Replies Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:14 PM I feel ya. Yes for meDelete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:18 AM Ed S. With all due respect (and I mean that), how did you lose $20,000 in the strike? Teachers were out 2 weeks (all out) before they were supposed to be in June, and now 3 weeks for the start of school? It is my understanding that teachers don't get paid through the summer months. Please correct me if I'm wrong, wherever I'm wrong. Shouldn't you have been financially alright for the summer months at least? Also all teachers knew this strike had a possibility of extending into the new school year but no one teacher budgeted for this possibility? I'm truly just trying to get a clear picture of where this all stems. NO disrespect intended.Delete BlairSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:12 AM Kelly, not Ed but if you look at the numbers there was the 10% lockout haircut in May/June plus the loss of most of June and the loss of much of September. In our 1 teacher (1 non) household we calculated a $9 K - $10 K loss so far. If you add summer school earnings you can easily make the loss in the $20 k zone. As for budgeting, we budget for the summer, but did not expect the 10% haircut, nor the loss of June/Sept days which completely messed our budgeting calculations. A very good friend (single teaching mother) was crushed by the loss of the June income and is without a penny today.Delete Mr. SmoothSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:35 PM The only one who didn't get a haircut was Jim Iker... and he needs one more than anyone else. What's with that over-coiffed 70"s mullet Jim? Does wonders for the BCTF brand image!Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:55 PM Jim's hair is not open for discussion in a respectful space like this. As for his salary, he is a teacher who does not get paid when we are on strike.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:04 PM Totally agree!Delete Reply Mr. GSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:24 PM If I thought they could do any better I would agree with voting NO, but you have to be realistic. The BCTF does not use professionals to bargain and always ends up with much less than they promise the membership when asking for a strike vote. While this is not a great deal for teachers, I really think you're fooling yourself if you think it'll get any better.ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:02 AM BCTF needs to be replaced with younger more adept representatives and advocates. Also, we should be hiring professional contract negotiators - you don't go into battle with cut throat corporate types with a wooden knife. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:37 PM This is BAD deal! Say NO to it and show those (expletives) that we will not take it anymore! Come on! Show them that teachers have a spine! They will respect us, oddly!Delete Reply retaSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:51 PM I agree with Richard. Those in the public that are uniformed would be furious, and there are many teachers who just can't afford to use their wages as their voice any longer - too much has already been donated to the government. In my opinion, the deal is pretty lame. I am sitting on the fence.ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:24 AM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:26 AM So true!!! I cannot afford to fight this battle for public education any longer. Why is this my personal and professional obligation??? However I think this deal is weak weak weak. I also think its the best we are going to get. Ideologically I'm on the fence but my wallet will vote YES.Delete Reply SirThinksToo MuchSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:54 PM My wife and I will be voting "Yes" on Thursday for it is the middle path. The easy path would have been for us to go back to school with E-80 & E-81 over our heads. The difficult path would be for us to vote "No" and put our mortgage at risk and having to continue asking retired parents for handouts to feed a family with three kids. The middle path is the wisest choice for us considering the current political climate in which those who do not teach are the quickest to judge it harshly.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:41 PM I understand that this is really tough for you! I almost died teaching a few month ago. I had to quit. Please consider holding on and say no. Remember the short loss in salary will be offset in the LONG-RUn by better salary increase. This is a joke! They will be laughing at you even more if we accept this. This is a very bad deal! However, I do respect your position!Delete Reply DaleSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:16 AM Why would classroom conditions be better on October 9th after being legislated back? We have been outplayed because of our stubborn refusal to outdated, tired old tactics. It is because of these actions that have led us to this terrible deal. Time to reset, regroup and stock up for the long haul. Can't do it if half the members commit hara kiri on themselves. We are a union of professionals not a cult. ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:49 AM Could not agree more.Delete schreck!September 17, 2014 at 9:44 AM Could you please advise which tactics you believe could have been used to secure a superior deal?Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:47 AM Full disclosure: I'm a BC Liberal supporter. The only people who would benefit from a NO vote are the BC Liberals. Teachers would be bargaining with no leverage whatsoever and would be viewed by a large segment of the population as unreasonable. The BC Liberals then get portray themselves as the only party capable of dealing with the BCTF. schreck! says that the BCTF has the government on the ropes, but he couldn't be farther from the truth. The government wants people to view the BCTF as their primary opponent. Disputes like this just shore up the BC Liberal base and protect its right flank. Any half-baked recall campaign will only reinforce that. It's true teachers aren't going to recoup the lost wages from the strike. I would suggest to you that that means this job action was probably not in teachers' interests, especially without any sort of appreciable strike fund. This is the best deal teachers were ever going to get with this government and people should have been able to recognize that in June. If you want my advice (which you probably don't), it would be to spend the next 5 years building up a strike fund, electing better leaders, and hiring a professional negotiating team. Don't bring a knife to a gunfight and expect things to go well. Focus on getting the best deal you can from whoever the government is rather than trying to change the government, the HST, Kinder Morgan or a thousand different issues that distract from education and erode the union's finances further. You'd be doing yourself a favour, and probably doing the NDP a favour at the same time. Also, if schreck! is David Schreck, you can thank his opposition to STV for the last two BC Liberal majorities. I know I do.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:11 PM One step would be to stop making political contributions to the NDP. This only contributes to the childish animosity and lack of trust that has constantly characterized negotiations. How else can the Socreds/Liberals view teachers except as enemies when they so publicly support their opponents. This stupid confrontational immature approach has to STOP!!!!! Education should not be a political fight when it is so obviously a valuable benefit to our society. It was an NDP government that legislated teachers back to work in 1993. Stop making education a political fight.Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:10 PM I don't think they have to go that far. CUPE and the Nurses still contribute to the NDP yet they don't have the same acrimonious relationship. CUPE and the Nurses just make their members their priority, and broader advocacy second.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:55 PM Ryan (possibly a Liberal paid commenter), with all due respect, I disagree with you. The cumulative increase in lieu of this will be better. Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can. I say to Iker, ask for 6% over 3 years because these people love to play the 15% over 15 year game to make it so big on the surface. Some people think that this is 15% every year. Believe me! I have seen it in comment sections. Others believe that the 15% is too high not understanding that they must divide things over the duration of the contract. It is time that we play it smarter. It is time to put the foot down and ask for money given to us by other unions, if it is needed. Banks can accept one late mortgage payment. It would be suicidal for them to not help. Imagine the possible damage if that ever leaks out. They could lose a lot in teacher money. I for one would pull my money out of a bank in support! Teachers are going to show this government that we have a spine! Enough is enough! Aren't you tired of being treated like kids? (Retired teacher who almost died in a car accident because of work conditions that were horrendous. I had to quit.)Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 AM Not paid by the BC Liberals. I pay them actually... :/ I imagine astroturfers of any affiliation wouldn't disclose their bias. "Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can." How did that work in May 2013? If the teachers reject a contract that their own union endorsed, it will make teachers seem unreasonable. Whether that perception is true or fair is irrelevant. It's what will happen, and teachers will be weaker as a result. Take my advice. Build up a strike fund and focus on the internal governance of the BCTF for the next 6 years. You'll be better off for it. Or not. I don't mind you or others making it easier for the party I support to get elected. I'd just rather not see kids and teachers hurt in the process.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:37 AM Ah! The "don't-hurt-kids" card, hey, when you have underfunded education for 12 years! WOW! That takes the cake! Are your trolling? Oh! You are serious? :) Would you be surprised if I don't follow your advice, considering your lack of logic? Would you be surprised if others don't follow your advice? It is ttue that bullies like you and your ilks love to show who is the boss, who is the teacher now! I suspect that is at the root of the problem! No one wants to fail in school! No one wants to get the strap! Sad that today's teachers don't like it too! But, who cares, we are ... teachers! We deserve it! BAH! BAH! BAH!Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:22 PM That's fine. I look forward to another 16 years of BC Liberal government.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:41 PM 16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate! Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan! Sociopaths do that!Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 9:35 AM "16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate!" 16 years of our opponents still don't understand why they lost. Like I said, that's fine with me. If I said the Liberals would be in power for at least another 13 years back in 2004 you probably would have laughed too. Heck, if I told you on May 13 last year that the BC Liberals would be reelected on May 14 you'd probably have laughed too. And you were wrong. Why is that? Answer that question if you want the NDP to win the next election. Without a correct answer to it, the NDP's cause is hopeless. "Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan!" You feel they are flawed, and that's fine. I don't go around calling people who disagree with me sociopaths, nor do I accuse them of being paid shills. But I also don't feel much need to address your ad hominems. There are logical arguments to support your position, but argumentum ad hominem is not one of them. It's a textbook logical fallacy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 1:15 PM Ah! Now I get it! It is all ego-based! You think because you voted the winning party that you are a winner and we are losers! You think because you predicted that the Liberals would win, you are winner. That does not make YOU a winner or the Liberals! It is called DEMOGRAPHICS, you expletives. The baby boomers are getting old and because they have more assets and won't make a whole lot more for too long, they need to vote a govn't who is going to do just that! It is not rocket science! WOW! You think you are so superior when your party stole an election with 47% of the popular vote. That's not a majority and your party should not have been elected. BTW, did you delete from your ethical memory the words Ethnic voting scandal? The field is slanted and you know it. However, you are so willing to minimize, forget the scams and bad fairplay tactics like a sociopath is allowed to minimize or ignore his or victims emotions that you don't see that you are the loser, we are the victim of your constant bullying. 1% wage increases after years of 0% increases and you can justify that when Yahoo reports that the average Canadian can hope to get 2.5% this and next year: https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html You Liberals behave like fascists, but we can't call you that because that's not allowed! Well! Guess what? It is and you are. Live with it! You keep on dreaming you are a genius! :) I am retired, getting soon a nice pension, and laughing at you from a beach somewhere! AHAHA! Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 2:14 PM What's with the name calling Peter? For someone claiming to be retired you really don't show the wisdom of age. For someone who talks about logic, you use logical fallacies like ad hominems a lot too. It's a fair point that the BC Liberals didn't get a majority of the vote (and I'm a very big supporter of electoral reform). The BC Liberals + Conservatives did though, and I don't think it's realistic to expect the BC Conservatives to have been more generous had they been part of government. Last time I checked I just voted. I didn't "victimize" anyone. Perhaps your rage is misplaced. If you think the election was "stolen" I'm afraid I have to question your grasp on reality though. "Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?" I'm glad you'll have a pleasant retirement Peter. I have no ill will towards you. I'm not sure why you think I do. I'm not saying people were *right* to vote BC Liberal. That's a matter of opinion. All I'm saying is people *did* vote BC Liberal. More voted BC Liberal than BC NDP for the last 5 elections in a row actually. You need to understand why that happened in order to change it for the next election. Clearly you're not interested in that though. Which is fair enough. Just remember next time you're upset about something the BC Liberals do that your lack of interest is part of why the BC Liberals get elected at all.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 3:23 PM I love your culture --or the lack of thereof! Guess what, stop thinking averybody is white and must follow your little rules. Namecalling? Sociopath? Whaaaat? And, what if you are? Still can't call you that? :) You fascist right-wingers are big on censorship! I just don't like you giving us lessons on how to get the NDP in. As stated, people are voting right of the NDP because it is a matter of demographics and a little ethnic vote buying on the side. The rest is mumbo jombo. Yes, of course, they will have to go on strike in the future and yes they will have to build a strike fund. The Liberals stole that from the BCTF too! And, you wonder why I don't have any respect for them? Yes, electoral reform is needed! We agree!Delete Reply JJ GeorgeSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:46 AM As a parent, I support the teachers and respect whether they choose to vote yes or no. However I noticed a discrepancy here from other information I've read regarding prep time for elementary teachers. Here it states minimal improvement to prep time - only 10 minutes per week being added. Elsewhere I read that it is 100 minutes per week for prep, increasing by an additional 10 minutes in the final year. That is a significant difference, and worth noting. Or have I completely misunderstood?ReplyDelete Replies Anne-MarieSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:59 AM Elementary teachers currently have 90 minutes of preparation time per week so an increase to 100 minutes per week is only gaining 10 minutes. In other provinces and some private schools they have as much as 45 minutes of prep time per day.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:56 PM Thank you for inquiring!Delete DW ZSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:57 PM You're right JJ George. There is a significant difference around the province regarding preparation times. In my district elementary teachers currently get 100 minutes of prep time. This new proposal is useless to me. I'll have to wait 6 years to gain an extra 10 minutes. Delete Reply UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:11 AM Almost nobody gets cost of living adjustments. Also inflation is NOT 2%. Do some research and look at the CPI for BC over the last 24 months. The average over the last 2 years is 0.7%, not 2%. The CPI changes every month so you cant just look at the highest month and declare that THE inflation rate. Check out the 12 month averages document for the actual numbers. http://www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/StatisticsBySubject/Economy/ConsumerPriceIndex.aspx All that being said I support the teachers. if you think this is a bad deal as a parent my dream would be for the teachers to vote no but continue bargaining because I do think the kids need to be in school and I do fear that the teachers will lose all support if the strike continues. All I ask as a parent is that you do your own research and try not to be swayed by all the opinions. ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:01 AM Inflation for August was 2.1% (http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/economy/cpi-report-expected-to-reveal-rise-in-canadas-core-inflation-rate/article20593943/). The CPI is a year-over-year calculation.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:43 AM Inflation should be looked at as a yearly average, not an individual month.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:34 PM The lawyers do not believe we have compromised our court deal. Our leadership would not have sold us out. We dodged a bullet. The Premier had something loaded even if we are not sure what it was. The idea that we could simply return to work is not guaranteed. I think a no vote could easily lead to the Liberals locking us out again because the Premier wants to crush us and she will use any excuse. She did not want to take the advice of her people and do this deal. I am certain a plan for drastic action (where we have to take the concessions they had planned) or worse - was in place. We can't guarantee the press will do any better job explaining the complexities should we say no. They rarely sided with us in markets outside of Vancouver where people are more political and they often misled or allowed others to mislead. They are not helping and would sensationalize. This would see dissolution of support very quickly - especially if we asked for wages. (Though admittedly it angers me that we can't ask for wages without being accused of being greedy when that is what most bargaining units do). But we have argued this is about kids and while this is not ideal - it is better to have teachers than not. The deal does suck in that it does not bring us to par - but this fight needs to be won with a strategy that is political and capacity will do that in another round. We have some support - but it is limited to the choir. We need to have the pews too. We need to build that capacity while working and continue to find allies because the fight is bigger than most people want to consider. This is about ideology and about privatization. Education always was political but never more so than now and we have to fight this party or the conservatives who would do the same or worse. No teacher who is responsible can ignore the politics any longer. That is simply the truth. If you work in the system you better get informed and you better be prepared to fight until retirement for the system. That said, I want to ask the same question others are asking: Why is this the job of 42,000 teachers and not the job of all citizens who want equality to fight for this right? It is time (while the conversation is still on-going and up to and including election night) for us to guide the public where we can but mainly play our part by not propping the system up. Make poverty known. Make noise about shortfalls, ask questions (in the media or in board offices ) about who is going to fix it instead of paying ourselves, volunteer some but wait for the pubic to step up so they see what schools lack. I hate the deal too. But I trust Vince Ready and Iker and I don't think we could have done better right now. I think we dodged a bullet because I have read everything this government has put out and followed the trail. They plan to privatize and they are just looking for the route. Voting YES for now does not mean we are giving up. It does not mean a win in the way we wanted but we have won a battle that will lead to us winning the war. If we don't rest up and stock up we might not get there.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:57 PM Well, if it is bigger than just this battle, then we will need ALL the unions to strike if they do indeed use drastic (draconian) measures. I say it is time for ALL of the unions to call a general strike. I guarantee that they will not like that one bit. What will they do then? Call the army? :) People in Europe, at the end of the 19th century stood up in mines. General strikes do occur in Europe and have. If you think you had it tough, think of them who stood tall for US in tougher times and conditions. Make sacrifices. Sell furniture. Tutor on the side. Ask for the BCTF money. Ask your banker to help. As friends and relatives. If we say NO, it won't last long. If they legislate us back, let's call a general province-wide strike of all unions. Delete Reply Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:47 AM Between CC's smug smile as she celebrates slaughtered teachers and Jim Iker's goofy grin - seemingly unaware that he has been a willing puppet, I am thoroughly disgusted. Over the next 5 years, teachers will be in an increasingly bad situation financially, classrooms will continue to be too large and complex with increasing medical, social and environmental issues impacting academic delivery. It could not be less obvious that things will continue to worsen. The Liberals have ensured that BC is rapidly becoming the Canadian Monaco for rich off shore interests and wealthy corporations. Soon the underpaid "workers" will have to be bussed in daily to Vancouver - Asian style. The only recourse is to move to just about any other province and bring in up to $100,000 more over the six years with much less cost of living. So we are bailing, encouraged by friends who have gotten positions in Manitoba and Alberta. My colleagues and I discovered through contacting several school boards across Canada that specialist (special needs and behavioural) and secondary science teachers are in particular demand. I want to work in a professional, respectful environment where the needs of all children are considered a priority and where I feel inspired to do my best. However, I want my vote to reflect the wishes of teachers who will be here over the next 6 (5) years, so very much appreciate your blog and opportunity to read the comments.ReplyDelete Bert SlaterSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:11 AM To vote YES will throw away 12 years of effort, and 2 victories in BC Supreme Court. To vote YES will be to snatch defeat from the jaws of victory. If you vote YES what bargaining power do you think you will have - the government will do nothing, and then what do you think you will do - take job action? PLEASE VOTE NO.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:59 PM Time to show you have a spine!Delete Reply RodSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:06 AM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Cool HandSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 AM Wouldn't a 'No' vote be a vote of no confidence in the BCTF itself?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:02 AM Not at all. It is just a message to the leadership we need to do better. The strength of the union is the members, and we support the leadership by giving them direction through democratic means.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:40 PM I disagree. How else can a recommendation by the EC to vote yes be interpreted? Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:00 PM I am sure people will interpret this both ways, but it is a vote. If it is supposed to be a "Yes", because it might be interpreted one way, then why bother having a vote?Delete Kate TSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:07 AM Yes , it would be. I don't think we could come out much better than this with this government. How will a No obtain that? Christy will be happy, she can declare the BCTF gone and roll out her plan to privatize. Delete Reply David DeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:06 AM A no vote would be a rejection of a the court victories defied by the government and an inadequate deal containing some vague promises that won't meet the needs of teachers or students on class size and other important issues.In Ontario elementary teachers get 200 minutes of prep time per 5 day cycle. I know there is financial hardship, but the union has received close to $2 million in donations from other unions; is there no way of accessing hardship funds? At minimum, vote no and return to work on work to rule with various strike options.ReplyDelete Erica JonesSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:25 AM This article actually makes me so mad. It is NOT better for the kids that they have missed almost all of june and all of september. This is what you signed up for in BC as a teacher. Get on board or GET OUT.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:20 PM Is this really what teachers signed up for? At my high school, each class has about 30 kids, with an average of 17 kids per classroom with an identified learning disability. Our district says that there should be no more than 4 kids per classroom.. How do you expect non-specialist teachers to help each student when over half of them require more resources because of a learning disability? Furthermore, are you generalizing the "better-ness" to all the kids in BC? Because I don't think that it would be better if kids went back considering the learning environment isn't up to par. There are barely any Education Assistants, and support teachers for the multitude of children who need them. While I recognize and appreciate your enthusiasm for education, please realize that the public school system isn't a daycare. Also, please think about your words and the learning environment prior to speaking out. By the way, we're not an autocracy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:08 PM I can understand your frustration! Understand mine! I almost died at 7:30 pm one night returning from teaching a FI split class with several students who did not get enough support or no support at all. The principal expressed to me that he expected me to teach 2 different social studies programs and 2 different science programs. ANYONE I talked to knows that this is impossible to do, especially in French Immersion when kids get no support at home and books are often too hard for students to read. I had to quit my job. I did it for me and did it for the kids. I was like a surgeon who is asked to operate on 5 patients with an old scalpel with 2 inexperienced nurses. Predictably, 4 patients would die and I would be reprimanded! Teachers are put in terrible conditions and kids too. I hope you have the openmind to consider the reality of this honest personal anecdote. I also wish you to understand that this is likely not an isolated incident. What will it take? A kid to commit suicide because he or she is not getitng enough support?Delete Reply hilarySeptember 17, 2014 at 10:29 AM It is incorrect to equate lost funding with what the teachers would have received in grievances. The two are not equivalent. The starting position of the BCTF was $225M, so they never expected $3B to resolve grievances. I'm also interested to know where you get your figures on overcrowded classrooms. A recent Globe and Mail article says that classrooms are, on average, smaller than the caps set in 2002.ReplyDelete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:36 AM The signing bonus should be roughly $2500 each: 105 million divided by 41 thousand.ReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:53 AM It is not that simple. The $105 million is to be allocated by the union. The term "signing bonus" has been crossed off on the signed document. Some of that money may be used to pay union debts. Don't know this but clarification would be useful.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:16 PM Just quoting from the CBC news website, "And finally there are details of $105-million fund to settle grievances stemming from the ongoing court case. The BCTF says that money will be given out as a signing bonus, with specific amount yet to be determined."Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:34 AM I think it would be smart to put at least part of it into your strike fund.Delete Reply WheelsSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:55 AM If the money is used as a signing bonus, it should be based on FTEReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:12 PM Yes I am sure it will be based on FTE. The question is how much of the $105 Million is actually distributed. This is up to the union, and I am told that it is yet to be decided.Delete GuruSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:44 PM And don't forget all the retired teachers who are entitled to a share of it.Delete Reply Geoff OrmeSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:18 PM In another discussion of this someone suggested that under BC Labour Law a no vote means rejection of the proposed deal, and that means the strike continues until either: - the union in question elects to stand down - another tentative deal is presented or - the government imposes a legislated contract. I think the last of these is the most likely, and I believe the legislated contract would be draconian and brutal. What do you think, Tara? Also, I would appreciate your thoughts on Sandy Garossino's comments at https://storify.com/Garossino/should-teachers-accept-the-contractReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:14 PM If this is so, in a few month (likely a couple of years), teachers will win so much more with a Supreme Court judgment! It is possible that the Liberals know that the higher courts are stacked by Liberal judges (that is what happen when judges are chosen, not elected). In any case, a negative settlement (or not a great judgment) will galvinize the public to reform the way the Supreme court judges are being chosen. I doubt that any govn't will want that to happen. A legislated contract will make the LIbs look like sociopaths and dictators.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:47 PM Peter I think you are expecting far too much from the public, many of whom are only paying attention to this matter due to kids being home from school. The public are not remotely this savvy on the political process.Delete Reply IslanderSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:09 PM I am a continuing education teacher. We have it even worse and we are not listened to enough about our poor conditions. Those include no prep time (and we do have to mark and do report cards many times a year sometimes and commonly for 30 students in a class), travelling to different schools with no compensation, and having next to no breaks in between 3 hour classes. I worked for two years with no lunch break and taught 6 hours straight (just 15 min. breaks) to be told, "don't complain since there are others who will do it". We then got 15 min. breaks in between classes. Most of our students are wealthy immigrants, many who try to stay in classes as long as possible since the classes are free. After spending a year in Germany, I realize how better organized it is where the immigrants pay to learn the language on a sliding scale, and have to pay for a student book as well for each class. We do not even have text books, but photocopy so much at tax payers' expense. This is not right. I then teach summer school since we were not on a 12 month continual salary and most of those students are also immigrants (at least 75%). This is also free and it is becoming so common and the new immigrants know this is free babysitting and tutoring. I think one main problem is that we have so many new immigrants in our classes who need ESL like this article states about our inclusion style of education nowadays: http://www.vancouversun.com/life/Shelley+Fralic+trouble+with+schools/10203596/story.html I am honored to be teaching and like my job, but it does get exhausting especially since I need two or three jobs to pay the mortgage that I now no longer have.. back to renting since it all I can afford in this city that has become so expensive. And many don't realize that it is very very difficult to get to full time work as a teacher here. There was a formula that made it take about 10 years to get to f/t (now finally changed). I have been without pay for 3 months, and now had to finally rent a place in anticipation of returning to work, so I have to vote "yes", but please keep the comments coming for what alternatives we have. Maybe we have to just educate the public in a better way than picketing; maybe get out and walk around malls and talk to people and hand out pamphlets on how this liberal government is hurting this. Most Asians (probably just the new who are from such a different system) are already against the teachers since they do not seem to understand what is going on. http://www.vancouversun.com/Business/asia-pacific/Chuck+Chiang+Many+Asian+families+place+blame/10202757/story.htmlReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:17 PM First of all, myn thoughts are with you! I think your ideas about using different strategies is smart. Picketing is not a very good strategy to let people know about things. I think using the membership to flood media comment sections would be more effective. Going to talk to the public might be a good idea along with this, I think. Phone the BCTF and ask for support.Delete Reply Marsha HolleySeptember 17, 2014 at 1:36 PM A teachers wife Vote no you have come to far to back down. It is a -----Y DEAL. ReplyDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:45 PM Ask yourself WHY teachers cannot get 1/2 of the average increase in salary of the private sector? (The Libs will tell you because there are sooooooo many teachers, but I also hear that there are provinces where there is a need for teachers!) TORONTO - A new study says that Canadians, on average, can expect about the same size salary increase next year as in 2014. Human resources consultants Pal Benefits says a survey of 401 organizations, mainly in Ontario, Alberta and British Columbia, projected salary increase for 2015 at an average of 2.79 per cent. That was almost unchanged from the 2.74 per cent average increase projected in last year's survey. Meanwhile, in addition to the average salary increase remaining relatively steady year over year, the survey found that the percentage of employers who plan to freeze salaries appears to have stabilized at eight per cent —in the same percentages as was projected in 2014. Breaking down the numbers further, the survey found the average salary increase anticipated in the engineering, financial services and high technology sectors was three per cent. That compared with an average of 2.5 per cent on the low end for organizations in durable manufacturing. https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.htmlReplyDelete "Mama Rose"September 17, 2014 at 9:12 PM I used to agree with you, Tara, and appreciate you bringing these items to your blog to get us all thinking. But after a very long night and day of research and discussion, I realize I will be voting yes tomorrow. Here is why: I don't care about salary or benefit increases. That is not why I went on strike. I don't care if this tentative deal is not good for teachers. That's not why I went on strike either. For me, the single most important issue is class size and composition. I want to work in a classroom where I have enough time and resources available to me to adequately help all the students I teach. And while it is true that this tentative deal will not change anything in the classrooms right now (or at least most of our classrooms), I realized that we couldn't actually make changes in that area because the issues of cs and c is before the courts. When I made that connection and realized that this round of bargaining was really about a "good enough" agreement regarding wages, then the deal seems, well... good enough. BUT, the best part, is the language the BCTF legal team made around the furture court decision (the re-opener). They have it in writing that if we win the court case (which is likely) and when we have to start bargaining class size and comp again (that is exactly what Justice Susan Griffin said we would have to do) we will be STARTING from the 2002 levels. To make this simple to understand, I explained it to my friends using a number line. With this new language, the BCTF starts the next round of bargaining at say a 50. The government will want us to go to 10 or 15, and we'll compromise and end up maybe 25. But WITHOUT that language, we would have started bargaining at a 10 and only gone down from there. So I do believe it is the best deal possible, it still factors in the biggest issue (from my perspective), we do not lose the important gains of the past, and most importantly, everyone gets to go back to school.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 PM Mam Rose, I appreciate your point of view and your courage. However, let me point out to you and the readers that a decision at the BC supreme court might not turn out the way teachers anticipate. We all know that judges are appointed and who does the appointing? "All justices of the BCSC (including the position of Chief Justice and Associate Chief Justice) are appointed by the federal cabinet, on recommendation of the Minister of Justice. Masters are appointed by the provincial cabinet, on recommendation of the Attorney General in consultation with the Chief Justice." (Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Supreme_Court_of_British_Columbia) Now, I would like to think that all of those people are objective, but they are appointed and we know that there are political appointments. They have a lot of discretion over the laws and judgments. I am willing to bet that the BC Liberals do know this and are betitng the farm (or do they know something we don't know) that the Supreme Courts are stacked against teachers? So, I am not sure if we can count on a WIN if we proceed with the court ruling. I think we would be better to negotiate and negotiate a better deal.Delete Reply retaSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:57 AM Yes...no...yes...no...The last two days have been this. I’ve read so many articles and comments over the past few months and, I can say, I have learned a lot. I know this is not a great deal for teachers right now. I will be voting yes. This is why… 1. The children. Without going into the multiple issues (e.g., grad, post secondary, trades, sports, global education/trips, planned activities, those with varying degrees of special needs, those that need a soft place to land, etc., etc.) the children need to get on with their education. 2. The parents. For many parents, this strike is a financial burden. We do not like to be called baby sitters, but for many living below the poverty line, school is a financial relief. Winter is coming; gas bills will be expensive. 3. Poverty. Remember, BC has the highest child poverty rate in Canada. Schools feed and clothe numerous children. 4. The other systems educators work collaboratively with. MFCD, CYMH, foster parents, group homes, and the multitude of non-profit agencies that support vulnerable children and families are bursting at the seams. We are a part of that team. 5. CUPE. While some have been paid during this strike, that money is coming from districts. It was not provided by the government. And, CUPE is a partner in education - from the bus drivers to the tech dept to custodians to secretaries to EAs and so on. 6. Small Businesses. In our little towns, the school district is the number one employer. There is a direct cause-effect relationship between loss of wage and loss of business. 7. Money. The amount of money that is needed to reverse the erosion of the public education system over numerous years cannot be recouped in one sitting. This agreement is a start. It’s not much but the stage has been set. 8. THE COURT CASE. That is why we were on strike. All the other stuff could have been resolved months ago, but our government was working hard to make the court case go away. Well, it still exists. I consider that the victory. We live to fight another day (as rhetorical as that sounds) AND I hope people actually read the ruling and think critically about how a loss could impact the future of the Charter of Rights, and the power of government to contravene those rights. I am guessing we will vote to ratify as so many fear “what’s next?” from this government. It’s nasty business, and I think legislation would be next. VALUING PUBLIC EDUCATION needs to come from a STRONG, CONSISTENT public voice. If we do ratify the agreement, and those in the profession and public think we've given up, we have not. We’ve been fighting for years. We just haven’t been heard… until now. ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:21 AM I understand your point of view, but sometimes you have to fight to get what you want. This is a VERY bad deal, considering: Other people get on average 2.5% salary increases last year and this year and the next and the rest of us get 1% and must feel happy if we do.? (https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html) THIS DEAL is a horrendously BAD deal for kids/parents as well, of course. We are going to continue to be humiliated and be the laughing stock of many people of this province. After a decade of paycuts, WOW, this is what they are willing to offer! WOW! WOW! WOW!Delete Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:30 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Reply Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:37 PM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:08 PM Let's cross our fingers! I think we need a general strike by all unions if CC legislates teachers back. It is time to put the foot down and tell her and the Liberals that, as in the movie Network,"I am mad as hell and I won't take it anymore!"Delete Reply Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 8:26 PM Needs help on some stats for an online debate Looking for the last 10 or 15 years of contractual salary increases in %. So, 1% for 2001, 0% for 2002,...ReplyDelete Children FirstSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:00 PM Well it's all done now. Really hope the teacher's can find another angle to deal with class size and composition as well as student funding. The government will make sure the coming court case never swings your way no matter what. 2nd most expensive place to live in the the world!!! Wonder why and where the money goes??? ReplyDelete AnonSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 PM I'm an outsider, but have followed closely this whole fiasco and this is a RAW deal. Your union hung you out to dry on this one - taking a really bad deal (clearly no one from the BCTF had rudimentary math skills in their toolbox) and then publicly encouraging to the media that teachers accept the deal....what choice did you have - a no vote would have outraged the public. I could go on and on, but the bottom line, in my opinion, is that your union better get some stronger leaders who are PR and technology savvy. Out with Iker and the rest of those who bargained on your behalf - they just got ......well , we know that happened. Whew, can't even believe how screwed you got, absolutely amazing - nothing meaningful gained in the big picture and only very minor gains for a small group of people, bigger losses for the majority.. Wow - I better stop now. Best of luck. Thanks for all you do for our children. ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ▼  September (9) Reflections on the BC Teacher Strike BC Teacher strike - Lessons learned Response to Sandy Garossino Will the Education Fund improve classroom conditio... Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Class composition: a human rights perspective Class size and composition - a short visual histor... Guest post - I WILL HOLD THE LINE Teachers - let your leadership know it is time to ... ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12870&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2000 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 12, Number 7, May/June 2000 Surrey teachers’ strike 1974 by Peter Thomson The early ’70s were heady times in Surrey education. The School Board had, by October 1973, voluntarily agreed to observe the BCTF recommended class-size limits. Staff committees were springing up and innovative practices were encouraged. There was a new, and we hoped still education-friendly, NDP government that many of us had helped to elect. Optimism reigned! Of course, there was reaction brewing. In November 1973 Surrey elected a more conservative board replacing the left-leaning “For All Surrey Team.” Our salary arbitration award produced a 10.2% general increase and scale shortening in category six. It was not out of line with other districts but when combined with growing enrolment and the agreed-to class-size limits, Surrey’s property tax bill looked ready for a hefty increase. Not a happy prospect for a new Tory trustee! The provincial government soon began to feel financial and political heat, so Minister of Education Eileen Dailly called on all trustees to achieve some economies. At the same time the premier mentioned the problem of rising administrative costs. Those pleas became the Surrey board’s cue. In early February 1974 it announced that it would not submit a budget based on student needs, but rather one driven by taxpayer wants. In order to keep the mil rate down, Surrey was to have larger classes, and all its vice-principal positions were to be eliminated! All our buttons were pushed. On February 13, the STA leadership met with the trustees in Liaison Committee and, expressing dismay, demanded an explanation and the restoration of a budget based on needs. The board refused and blamed the province. The STA leadership then caucused in an extraordinary executive meeting and decided to call an emergency general meeting for the following day to vote on its recommendation to strike on February 15. We returned to the liaison meeting and Lloyd Edwards, our president, announced our decision and invited trustees to come with us to Victoria. The board declined. The following 48 hours were a frantic blur of activity for Surrey teachers. First the general meeting call had to be phoned out to teachers and schools, a meeting place had to be booked, and buses to meet us on the Island arranged on short notice. The Valentine’s Day General Meeting at Queen Elizabeth Secondary School was attended by 1,000 of the 1,400 STA members. BCTF President Jim MacFarlan witnessed and was amazed by the turnout and the outcome. The meeting first heard the executive’s liaison report. Then President Edwards moved the strike motion, and Gerry Powlik, a new secondary vice-principal, seconded. That sealed it. It was clear the administrators were on side. The motion carried with fewer than five dissenting votes. Feverish activity continued as all in attendance left quickly to phone colleagues who had missed the meeting and to make arrangements for the trek. Doris Hahn, learning conditions chairperson, remembers painting protest signs at the STA office late into that evening. By 09:00 Friday, Surrey teachers boarded ferries for Victoria, so many that only the earliest made the first ferry because of overcrowding! In Victoria we massed on the legislature lawn and then were invited to meet in an auditorium of the museum next door. Some of us crowded into that small hall to hear a condescending message from government delivered by Surrey’s MLA and Provincial Secretary Ernie Hall. What followed was to become the best remembered scene of the day. Wes Janzen, a past BCTF president and Surrey principal, leaped up onto the stage and confronted Ernie, reminding him loudly that many teachers had helped to put him into office. Hall told him to cool it. “Don’t tell me to cool it,” shouted Janzen, whipping out his NDP card. “Here’s my card and I’ll tear it up if that’s what you’re going to do!” Perhaps it was then the government began to realise the serious nature of our case. There were some promises to review the budget and the meeting broke up. As the rally was dispersing, Jim MacFarlan and Ralph Sundby, who had accompanied us, were passing outside Eileen Dailly’s office when she signalled them to come in and asked MacFarlan to speak with Premier Dave Barrett. Barrett asked MacFarlan what it would take to get his people off the lawn. The response was, “We want a reduction in class sizes of 2% for each of three years.” Barrett balked, so MacFarlan took from his pocket the 1972 NDP election brochure that promised teachers staged class-size reductions. Barrett countered with 1% per year and MacFarlan raised that to 1.5% and so a deal was struck. A few days later Education Minister Dailly made that class-size reduction commitment in the legislature. Three to four thousand teaching jobs province-wide, a 20% increase, came from that day even though the government later partially welched on the deal. In Surrey the board stubbornly refused to re-submit a needs budget, so Surrey’s share of the deal was diminished–but the vice principals’ jobs were saved. By any measure that strike was a resounding success. It was one of the most significant events in the modern history of the BCTF; a watershed. That job action showed teachers’ firm dedication to quality public education. Peter Thomson is a retired Surrey teacher.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=26874,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > April 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 6, April 2012   Teachers make a difference globally BCTF solidarity workshop  By Janet Nicol   Sometimes you have to travel outside the country to see your own society, Larry Kuehn, the director of British Columbia Teacher’s Federation’s International Solidarity Program, told 60 teachers at the “BC Teachers Making a Difference Globally” workshop this February. And what do you see? “We have common experiences as educators,” Kuehn says. “We all deal with problems such as class size, regardless of the society.” The workshop, held in Vancouver and broadcast live online, gave teachers attending an opportunity to learn more about the committee’s programs, consider volunteering for overseas projects, and discuss global issues. BC teachers have worked with educators from other countries since the 1920s, Kuehn points out. When the Federation set up the International Solidarity Committee in 1981, sustainable links with colleagues, primarily in Africa and Latin America, were established. Funding has been made possible with an ongoing reserve, built up over time, of 1.86% of the BCTF fee. “This work reflects the values of BC teachers,” Kuehn says, stressing the intent is one of solidarity, not charity. “We are recognizing people as equals. We want the development of humanity at the highest level.” Latin American projects   The BCTF began working with teachers in Peru in 1986, setting up gender-equity training programs in collaboration with the Peruvian teacher union, Sindicato Unitario de Trabajadores en la Educación del Perú (SUTEP) and CoDevelopment Canada, a non-profit group in Vancouver. More than 40 BC teachers have gone to Cuba over the past 12 years, teaching English language pedagogy workshops. Kuehn says this program is ending as the political climate of Cuba changes, but the Federation hopes to continue a program in English language lessons for Cuban trade unionists. A delegation of BCTF teacher activists recently returned from Colombia, considered the most dangerous place on earth for educators (see bctf.ca/SocialJustice.aspx?id=20672). African projects   The Federation supports projects in Mozambique, emerging from years of civil war and coping with severe poverty. BC teacher, Yom Shamash, fluent in Portuguese among other languages, has worked with the teachers’ union, the ONP, in developing a handbook for school union representatives. BCTF worked with the South Africa Democratic Teachers’ Union (SADTU) from its formation in 1990, offering funding to help organize SADTU as a non-racial teachers’ union as apartheid was ending. Now SADTU is a union with some 350,000 members. The Federation has also worked in Namibia since 1994, helping develop and carry out a long-term union training program and creating an English-language-proficiency mentorship program for teachers in 2011. International conferences   BCTF representatives travel to Mexico City in May for an education forum on the impact of the North American Free-Trade Agreement (NAFTA) on Canada, the US, and Mexico. Such conferences offer an opportunity to discuss governments’ neoliberal policies, which are eroding public education, and to help educator activists identify common patterns, Kuehn says. The Initiative for Democratic Education in the Americas (IDEA) network facilitates exchange of information on resistance to neoliberal policies and the development of alternative pedagogies. Education Beyond Borders (Africa) and BCTF Namibia Project presentation   When Noble Kelly was in South Africa seven years ago, he began working with street kids, and eventually helped found an independent organization called Education Beyond Borders. It has sponsored three teaching projects in Kenya, with most of the 16 teachers coming from BC. The program has benefited from funding from the BCTF and other teacher groups in Canada. Involved in BCTF projects in Africa is Susan Crowley, a retired teacher from Prince Rupert, who travelled to Namibia to help teachers acquire English language skills and methodology. Working closely with the Namibia National Teachers’ Union (NANTU), a union representing 23,000 teachers in a sparsely populated country of 2.2 million, the project has also been aimed at training teachers to train each other. CoDevelopment Canada presentation—Steve Stewart   Steve Stewart, education program director of CoDevelopment Canada, an organization committed to partnerships in social justice between Canada and Latin America, says half of the non-profit’s budget goes toward programs to strengthen teacher practices and rights in Central and South America. CoDev also organizes and maintains the Initiative for Democratic Education in the Americas (IDEA) network. This network monitors educational issues and involves researching, organizing forums, and maintaining a website and Facebook page. CoDevelopment Canada depends on union funding, CIDA matching funding, and individual memberships. Stewart encourages teachers to learn more and consider becoming involved. Peru presentation—Barb Ryeburn, Carol Jokanovich, Paula Naylor   Workshops on the pedagogy of teaching English to English-language teachers in Peru began four years ago, based on the successful BCTF projects in Cuba. Paula Naylor, a teacher in Vancouver, and Carol Jokanovich, a Spanish teacher on Vancouver Island, spoke about the lack of resources and autonomy faced by Peruvian teachers, and how the pedagogy workshops also offered an effective way to build union membership. “Last year we set up a new model,” adds Barb Ryeburn, a teacher in Cranbrook. “We paired four BC teachers with four Peruvian teachers and mentored them at our first site, so they could teach our workshops in the second sites.” World Café   Teachers engaged in lively small-group discussions focused on different global issues: the changing role of Canada internationally; teacher pensions and mining investments; English language teaching—a colonial practice?; the impact of neoliberal policies on public education; solidarity versus charity; education of indigenous peoples. Wrap-up   As the workshop concluded, Kuehn encouraged participants to spread the word by telling three people about their workshop experiences. “If we make connections globally, we all learn,” he says. “It’s about interconnectedness.” BCTF International Solidarity Committee members: Susan Crowley (Prince Rupert); Nancy Hawkins (VESTA), Janek Kuchmistrz (VESTA, Adult Ed); Barb Ryeburn (Cranbrook). Larry Kuehn, BCTF Director; Anne Field and Sharon Taylor, BCTF support staff program assistants. For more information, visit: BCTF International Solidarity Program: bctf.ca/SocialJustice.aspx?id=6292   IDEA Network: http://idea-network.ca/ideas   CoDevelopment Canada: www.codev.org   Education Beyond Borders: www.educationbeyondborders.org    Janet Nicol teaches at Killarney Secondary, Vancouver and participated in the BCTF Peru project in 2010.   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=10180&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 6, May/June 2003 Health & Safety Cheaper by the dozen! 12 tips by Maureen L. MacDonald Prevention of injury and disease is the goal of the BCTF’s Health & Safety Program. Save time and trouble later by acting now to improve your chances of being healthier and safer. Due to inflation, this top 10 list includes 12 items! 12. If you think something is wrong, ask. No question to your health and safety rep, staff rep, or local president is too dumb, especially if it has the potential to alert people to a problem and work toward a solution. 11. Practise emergency preparedness. Hold regular fire drills and earthquake drills. Set up fake hazards. Debrief with staff and students to make the plans workable. 10. Slice a small X in tennis balls, and stick chair legs into them to make your hard-floored classroom quieter. Your hard-of-hearing students will thank you. Your own ears will thank you. 9. Report all unsafe conditions. Inspect your room for tripping and slipping hazards, wet spots, odd smells, blocked exits, loose shelving, and faulty electrical outlets and equipment. Backpacks on the floor in the aisles are tripping hazards that have caused more than one teacher to sprain an ankle this year. 8. File a violent incident report, insist on a risk assessment, and make sure a safety plan is developed for each student who has a history of violence. Students’ hitting, biting, spitting, kicking, and threatening teachers is unacceptable. Exercise your right to a safe workplace. 7. Follow the working-alone plan. If there isn’t one for your school, develop one. Teachers in portables are particularly vulnerable to intruders. All benefit from knowing that they will be missed if they are not heard from at regular intervals. Some teachers have keys to their schools and can go in any time. Who knows you are there? Last July, a teacher fell in her classroom and was unconscious. Luckily for her, the principal noticed her car outside when he was leaving. He went back into the empty school and found her. 6. Complain through the right channels. The worksite joint occupational health and safety committee is the first one to get action taken on disease and accident prevention, ventilation, mould, noise, voice dysfunction, violence, and near misses. If a situation cannot be resolved at the school level, it becomes the responsibility of the district. In some cases, the district joint occupational health and safety committee, which receives school reports, will look after the cases. (Districts with no district committee have a person at the board office designated to work on health and safety issues.) 5. Use a ladder when reaching for things on high shelves or putting up displays. Standing on a chair on top of a table is a dangerous and old-fashioned action. Get with the new program. Ask your school district to put at least one ladder on every floor of every school, as did Vancouver. It is cost effective compared with paying an injured teacher to stay away to recover. If something cannot be done safely, don’t do it! 4. Ergonomics can save you from musculoskeletal injuries. Place your computer monitor and keyboard at the right height. Ask for a proper chair. Put your feet on the floor. Keep your ears over your shoulders. Bend your knees when you lift. Push, don’t pull, trolleys of books or equipment. Don’t strain your voice to be heard over noisy behaviour or equipment. 3. Report all injuries to the first aid attendant. Even a paper cut can fester and wreak havoc. Infected paper cuts can be caused by germs on the paper. A record is necessary for dealing with immediate or future WCB claims. 2. File WCB incident reports and claims. The WCB tracks reports and assesses the rate the employer must pay for premiums. Fewer incidents reported mean lower premiums. Employers like that. Serious incidents or a pattern of incidents may cause the WCB to write orders to employers to fix unsafe conditions, but only if employees report them. If you file a WCB claim and it is denied, call George Taylor, the BCTF staffer in charge of WCB claims appeals. 1. Be vocal in your local. Silence is consent. Put something like "school concerns" as an item on every staff rep agenda. Air the complaints and assign someone to follow-up. Share the solutions others have already discovered. Move both policy and action motions on thorny issues. And the most important thing–so big it is outside the list Wash your hands often. Cover your mouth and nose when you sneeze or cough. If no tissue is available, sneeze into your elbow. Wash your hands again. Teach your students at all grade levels to do the same. Make sure all staff and student washrooms have hot water, soap, and paper towels. Accept no excuses for lack of proper hand-washing facilities. This is the very best first line of defence against communicable diseases. A "Wash your hands" poster is available in English or French at bctf.ca/education/health Maureen MacDonald is a BCTF health and safety officer. Send us your tips Send in your tips, and we’ll publish them to the Health & Safety e-mail list. To add your name to that list, contact Peggy Wilson (pwilson@bctf.ca) or Whitney Burgess (wburgess@bctf.ca) Contact your health and safety committee… There are many instances of school noise, voice dysfunction, and hearing loss being reported lately. Don’t put up with such problems. Help is available. Tell your worksite committee. If the committee isn’t functioning, tell your president. Seek solutions. Expect results. You deserve them.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8744&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, Number 5, April 2004 Where school choice got started by Donald Gutstein The idea’s roots reach deep into U.S. Christian and libertarian politics. The roots of the Fraser Institute’s report card, lie buried in the American Deep South and at the Chicago School, where racist conservatives and radically individualistic libertarians made it their common cause to undermine public education. In 1954, the U.S. Supreme Court ended 100 years of school segregation when it ruled in Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka that "in the field of public education, the doctrine of ‘separate but equal’ has no place. Separate educational facilities are inherently unequal." The slow pace of school integration led to another Supreme Court ruling in 1971, in Swann v. Charlotte-Mecklenburg Board of Education, that involuntary busing is a legitimate means of achieving school integration. The rulings sparked segregationists and conservative ethnic communities to develop schools for their children, bypassing public integrated ones. Getting God into classrooms Removing school prayer from the classroom is a second outrage suffered by conservative white Southerners. The Supreme Court’s decision in Engel v. Vitale (1962) denied the right of a public school system to conduct prayer services within school buildings during regular school hours. The immediate reaction from evangelical Christians was to claim that the Supreme Court had removed God from the schools. They declared the public school system an enemy of Christianity and began sending their children to newly created private Christian academies. Like Catholic parents, who thought it unfair to be taxed for support of public schools while they were paying tuition for religious schools, evangelicals demanded government support of private schools. Initiating a "school choice" movement, evangelicals argued that state and federal governments should provide financial assistance so that parents can make a choice for their children between public and private schools. The religious right’s demands for school choice paralleled the extreme free-market ideas advocated by radical libertarians. The ideas included ending all government support of schooling and turning education over to the marketplace. This radical form of capitalism originated in the work of Friedrich Hayek and the Austrian school of economics in the early 20th century. Hayek moved to the U.S. in 1950 and taught at the University of Chicago. He influenced some notable American economists, including Milton Friedman. Hayek’s economic ideas influenced Reagan-style Republicanism and sparked conservative attacks on liberalism and government bureaucracy. Hayek was spiritual godfather of the Fraser Institute and sat on its board of academic advisers. Unions the enemy In the Road to Serfdom, Hayek defines bureaucracy as the enemy. It became the clarion call among the school choicers. For them the problem is simple: public education is a mess because of the educational bureaucracy and teachers’ unions. By arguing thus, they ignored the real problem: unequal funding among school districts. Some students receive the benefits of living in well-financed suburban school districts while others languish in poorly funded schools without adequate textbooks and educational materials. The same year the Supreme Court ruled school prayer unconstitutional, Milton Friedman advocated vouchers that parents could redeem for a specified amount of money as a means of getting government bureaucrats out of the business of operating schools. Evidently some capitalists had never been happy with the idea of educating the masses, and Friedman showed them a way back to the 19th century. There was no shortage of reactionary money to support school choice. An early financial angel was David Koch, who had inherited a fortune from father Fred Koch, a founder of the John Birch Society and head of $20-billion Koch Industries. Koch is a prominent George W. Bush supporter, and Bush, not surprisingly, is a staunch advocate of school choice. Retooling an American import These ideas dribbled across the border during the 1980s, receiving a hospitable reception with the libertarians at the Fraser Institute and Christian fundamentalists in Alberta and the B.C. Interior. But school choice didn’t take off as a political force until the Donner Canadian Foundation made it a priority. Donner was a typical good-works foundation until the conservative branch of the family took over in the early 1990s and transformed it using the pattern of the reactionary U.S. foundations. Donner is key in the project to change the ideological fabric of Canadian society. The foundation gives about $2 million a year to right-wing causes. Among its many grants were three to establish new libertarian think tanks across Canada: the Atlantic Institute for Market Studies, in Halifax; the Frontier Centre for Public Policy, in Winnipeg; and the Montreal Economic Institute. Donner also pumps money into school-choice projects. Its favourite is the Society for Excellence in Education, in Kelowna, to which it gave $700,000 to figure out how to set up charter schools to replace public schools. Fraser Institute ties with CanWest Global By the late 1990s, right-wing Canadian foundations were exhibiting the same co-ordinated funding behaviour that made the American foundations so formidable. That development became clear after Michael Walker joined the board of Calgary-based Max Bell Foundation. Along with Donner, Bell began providing large sums for school-choice projects, including $500,000 to the Fraser Institute and similar amounts for charter schools in Alberta. Walker reined in two more foundations to support the school-choice work, the Lotte and John Hecht Memorial Foundation, whose money came from selling arms; and the W. Garfield Weston Foundation, whose money comes from a less colourful source: selling biscuits. The Westons will spend more than $10 million on vouchers and also contribute to outstanding principals and high school report cards. Propaganda requires a co-operative press. The Province, with its unlimited coverage afforded the report cards, is certainly co-operative. Relations between the newspaper chain and the think tank were cemented when Conrad Black captured control of Southam newspapers in 1996—both his wife, Barbara Amiel, and long-time business partner, David Radler, became Fraser Institute trustees. Nor did the closeness diminish when the Aspers bought out Black. Son David was a trustee of both the Fraser Institute and the Frontier Centre for Public Policy in Winnipeg, leaving when he was appointed publisher of The National Post. There are other connections too. In 1996, institute staffers Fazil Mihlar and Danielle Smith published a Critical Issues bulletin that claimed—predictably—that vouchers and charter schools would produce an education far superior to that provided by the public system. Smith became an editorial-page writer for The Calgary Herald and host of CanWest Global’s public affairs show Global Sunday. Mihlar went on to become editorial-page editor for The Vancouver Sun. Donald Gutstein is a faculty member, SFU School of Communication and co-director of NewsWatch Canada. See companion piece, The Fraser Institute’s plan to undercut public schools, in TheTyee: www.thetyee.ca/Views)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8714&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, Number 6, May/June 2004 Health and safety: Concern, and hope by Maureen L. MacDonald Concern, and hope. Jane Goodall, renowned primatologist and friend of this planet, has those two central themes in her ongoing message about conserving the world’s wild spaces. Genius. Let’s borrow from Dr. Goodall’s idea and concentrate on health and safety. Concern? Teachers have it in spades. Hope? Without it, you can’t be in the business of making the future better. Some recent concerns leap to mind. The Workers’ Compensation Board has recently repealed some valuable worker-friendly regulations and proposed changes to more. In its desire to cut red tape and reduce all government regulations by one-third, the so-called Liberal government has directed the WCB to eliminate some health and safety regulations and to water down some of the remaining ones by making them performance-based. The performance-based regulations are general and open to interpretation, leaving it up to the employer to determine the steps to take to implement them. The former prescriptive regulations informed employers and employees clearly of the steps to take. Put the current reduction in regulations alongside the 2002 reduction of 550 staff and the closure of three offices. See if you think the WCB is strong enough to ensure safe conditions in all worksites with fewer inspectors and enforcement officers. In 2000 to 2003, WCB inspection reports decreased by 54%. WCB Orders to employers to change unsafe or unhealthy conditions fell by 57%. Penalties for violations declined 72%. Grave concern. What hope is there? First, that the Joint Occupational Health & Safety Committee at each worksite will become even more vigilant. We can all make sure of that. Second, the knowledge that the WCB Board of Directors is composed of Gordon Campbell’s government appointees. There is a provincial election next May. Connect the dots. Another concern of teachers is the death and injury of workers on the job. In B.C. in 2002, 232 workers died from a work-related injury or illness. In 2003, 170 B.C. workers did not go home at the end of the workday. About 5,000 B.C. workers are permanently injured each year. Teachers work in conditions with relatively low hazards, but we share the desire for all workers to have safe and healthy job sites. That’s one reason we mark April 28 in our calendars and take part in National Day of Mourning ceremonies to honour the memory of people who died of work-related causes. Of particular concern to us is the high rate of death and injury among young people. Five young workers between the ages of 15 and 24 died on the job in 2002. Every day in B.C., 34 young workers are injured on the job. What prevention took place at those worksites? Proper orientation, training, and supervision of young workers prevent injuries and save lives. The employer is responsible for doing that, yet we hear of students whose instructions are, for example, "Clean the floor" but who have no clue about ergonomic work methods, personal protective equipment, toxic chemicals in the cleaning products, WHMIS* or MSDS*. Sometimes the employer is a company. Sometimes it is parents putting their child to work in the family business. Asking for initial training is not in the vocabulary of many student-workers. That’s where we come in. Here comes the hope. One way the BCTF is trying to improve conditions is through the B.C. Federation of Labour’s new Young Worker Education Project. The one-hour program for Grade 11 and 12 students is free to schools for the asking (Call Sheila Moir at the BCFed, 604-430-1421). Workers under age 25, including two teachers are available to make presentations. Students learn about their basic rights under the Workers’ Compensation Act and the WCB Regulations: the right to know, the right to participate, the right to refuse unsafe work, and the right to no discrimination. In union jobs or not, all workers have those rights. They need to know and exercise them. You have rights. It’s the law. Use them! 1. The right to know about dangers in the workplace. 2. The right to participate in workplace health-and-safety activities through the Joint OH&S Committee or worker rep. 3. The right to refuse unsafe work. 4. The right to no discrimination. You cannot be fired or disciplined for participation in OH&S activities. Alarms sounded for teachers when the provincial government introduced its new Child Labour Law in December 2003. Students much younger than senior secondary school age now need information about employment standards. So do their parents, at least one of whom must give permission for a child to work. (Previously there was a permit process under the Employment Standards Branch that included a director granting permission, and consultation with school authorities.) The easing of restrictions regarding children aged 12 to 15 who work in B.C. makes child advocates very anxious. According to Regulation 45.3, children can work not more than four hours on a school day and not more than seven hours on a day that is not a school day. This work must be outside of school hours. And here’s the part that really illustrates "the interconnectedness of everything to everything else," (Tony Flanders). Children can work no more than 20 hours per week, in a week that has five school days, and in any case, not more than 35 hours a week. Will children who live in school districts that have opted to cut their budgets by closing the schools one day each week or one day every other week be exploited? Our concern for the academic and social development of working children keeps growing. We hope that employers take particular notice and care of their young workers, especially those who run with scissors! We hope that our daily teachings instil knowledge of their rights in our students. We hope they will question authority when it comes to work processes for which they are not ready. We hope that a provincial government with better policies will be elected next year at this time. Thanks for reading this article. Just by doing that, you have given me hope that our mutual concerns will be monitored, and unhealthy or unsafe situations remedied. *MSDS means Material Safety Data Sheet. *WHMIS means Workplace Hazardous Materials Information Systems. For child labour information, visit bctf.ca/social/ChildLabour. To be added to the BCTF occupational health and safety e-mail list, contact Whitney Burgess, wburgess@bctf.ca. Maureen MacDonald is the prevention officer in the BCTF Health & Safety Department.)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "RT @nationalpost: Tories' temporary foreign worker overhaul is 'tragically misdirected': Christy Clark http://t.co/EV5YPyV9lC" @John_Yap - 02:49pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "Eid Mubarak to all those celebrating in BC!" @bcliberals - 06:52pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141007,www.reddit.com,http://www.reddit.com/r/IAmA/,I Am A, where the mundane becomes fascinating and the outrageous suddenly seems normal. jump to content my subreddits announcementsArtAskRedditaskscienceawwblogbookscreepydataisbeautifulDIYDocumentariesEarthPornexplainlikeimfiveFitnessfoodfunnyFuturologygadgetsgamingGetMotivatedgifshistoryIAmAInternetIsBeautifulJokesLifeProTipslistentothismildlyinterestingmoviesMusicnewsnosleepnottheonionOldSchoolCoolpersonalfinancephilosophyphotoshopbattlespicsscienceShowerthoughtsspacesportstelevisiontifutodayilearnedTwoXChromosomesUpliftingNewsvideosworldnewsWritingPromptsedit subscriptions front -all -random |  AskReddit -nottheonion -WritingPrompts -gifs -news -funny -Fitness -Jokes -dataisbeautiful -UpliftingNews -sports -Documentaries -mildlyinteresting -listentothis -videos -LifeProTips -explainlikeimfive -photoshopbattles -television -history -gaming -pics -food -InternetIsBeautiful -IAmA -TwoXChromosomes -askscience -DIY -Music -tifu -movies -aww -Art -EarthPorn -OldSchoolCool -books -philosophy -worldnews -space -GetMotivated -Futurology -todayilearned -personalfinance -creepy -Showerthoughts -nosleep -gadgets -sciencemore »  IAmA hot new rising controversial top gilded wiki promoted want to join? login or register in seconds| English limit my search to /r/IAmA use the following search parameters to narrow your results: subreddit:subreddit find submissions in "subreddit" author:username find submissions by "username" site:example.com find submissions from "example.com" url:text search for "text" in url selftext:text search for "text" in self post contents self:yes (or self:no) include (or exclude) self posts nsfw:yes (or nsfw:no) include (or exclude) results marked as NSFW e.g. subreddit:aww site:imgur.com dog see the search faq for details. advanced search: by author, subreddit... remember mereset password login Submit a new text post IAmAunsubscribesubscribe6,453,310 readers 18,173 users here now Submit an AMA Submit a Request Hide AMA Requests Follow us on Twitter! @reddit_AMA | Please check out our Rules and FAQs Please check out our Rules and FAQs. Please note: All initial responses to posters must contain a properly punctuated question. See more on our comment removals policy here AMAs should be about: Something uncommon that plays a central role in your life, or A truly interesting and unique event. Explanation and examples of this rule can be found here All AMAs require proof. Proof should be included in the text of the post when you start your AMA. If it must remain confidential, you can message it to the moderators and we can verify you. See here for tips concerning proof and examples Request threads Requests must be reasonable and realistic. All requests must have 5 questions for the person being requested. Requests for celebrities must contain their public contact info in the body of the request. See here for information about requests Useful Links! Step-by-step guide to doing an AMA Our Traffic and Visitor Stats Related subreddits Follow us on Twitter! Official IAMA App for [Android] and [iOS] Upcoming AMAs AMAs are scheduled in Eastern Daylight Time (GMT-4:00). Google Calendar [Link] Please don't post announcements about upcoming AMAs in IAmA. Click here to request being added to our calendar. Date Time Person Description 7 Oct 12:30pm Robert Downey, Jr. Actor 7 Oct 4pm Anthony C. Ferrante Director 7 Oct 4pm Dr. Michael R. Lovell President of Marquette University 7 Oct 7pm Jessica Drake Porn Star, Director & Sex Educator 8 Oct 12pm Steven Sherrill Author 8 Oct 1pm Jai Courtney Actor 8 Oct 1pm James Michael, DJ Ashba and Nikki Sixx Sixx:A.M. 8 Oct 2pm Paul Grangaard CEO of Allen Edmonds 8 Oct 2pm David Sedaris author 8 Oct 5:30pm David Dobkin Director of 'The Judge' 8 Oct 7pm John Cho Actor 9 Oct 10am Matt Bai National political columnist for Yahoo! News 9 Oct 12pm Luke Bryan and the Crash My Playa team Country singer and concert vacation team 9 Oct 2pm Suzan LeVine U.S. Ambassador to Switzerland and Liechtenstein 9 Oct 3pm Jeremy Renner Actor, singer-songwriter, film producer 9 Oct 6pm Vikram Vij cef, dragons' den 10 Oct 11am Mark Arabo Humanitarian, businessman, activist 10 Oct 11:30am Hugh Grant Actor & film producer 10 Oct 12:45pm David Broza Singer and Songwriter 10 Oct 2pm Alex Funke, Carlos Ramirez, and Horst Sarubin Filmmakers 10 Oct 2pm Cast of BITTEN TV show cast 10 Oct 4pm Tommy Habeeb & Jim Campbell The Big Big Show 10 Oct 4pm Madeline Zima, Joel David Moore and Stuart Archer cast and director, #STUCK 10 Oct 5pm Dan Mintz Comedian 12 Oct 10:30am Gillian Anderson Actress & author 13 Oct 11am Keanu Reeves Actor 13 Oct 1pm The Birthday Boys comedians 13 Oct 2:30pm Garth Nix author 13 Oct 3pm Steve Barron Director and film producer see more... created by 32bitesa community for 5 years message the moderators MODERATORS karmanaut roastedbagel brownboy13 lula2488 herpderpherpderp SupermanV2 squatly Ooer flyryan flippityfloppityfloo ...and 16 more » reddit's stories are created by its users join the community, vote, and change the world.learn more › what's this? This sponsored link is an advertisement generated with our self-serve advertisement tool. Use of this tool is open to all members of reddit.com, and for as little as $5.00 you can advertise in this area. Get started › This area shows new and upcoming links. Vote on links here to help them become popular, and click the forwards and backwards buttons to view more. Enter a keyword or topic to discover new subreddits around your interests. Be specific! You can access this tool at any time on the /subreddits/ page. 1 4999 5000 5001 Robert Downey Jr. “Avengers” (member). "Emerson, Lake, Palmer and Associates” (lawyer). AMA. (self.IAmA) submitted 5 hours ago * by Robert_DowneyJr 13352 comments sharecancel loading... 2 • • • I'm the new president of Marquette University, Dr. Michael Lovell (but you can call me Mike). AMA! (self.IAmA) submitted 1 hour ago * by MichaelLovell 165 comments sharecancel loading... 3 445 446 447 IamA Night Shift Security Guard at a Coca-Cola Warehouse AMA! (self.IAmA) submitted 12 hours ago * by FlusteredDragon 308 comments sharecancel loading... 4 • • • IamA NASA Planetary Scientist, Ask Me Anything about tonight's lunar eclipse? (self.IAmA) submitted 1 hour ago * by NASAMarshallMoon 127 comments sharecancel loading... 5 1138 1139 1140 We are Darknet Solutions. We build & host darknet (TOR) sites, and we've been around the darknet for over 2 years! What an interesting journey it has been, AMA! (self.IAmA) submitted 22 hours ago * by darknetsolutions 233 comments sharecancel loading... 6 • • • I'm Anthony Ferrante, Director of Sharknado 2: The Second One. Time for a little Q&A (self.IAmA) submitted 1 hour ago by ACFerrante_Sharknado 98 comments sharecancel loading... 7 3613 3614 3615 Hi, I am Alan Stern, head of NASA’s New Horizons spacecraft on its way to Pluto, I’m here with five young scientists on the mission. Ask us anything about New Horizons, Pluto, or the Kuiper Belt! (self.IAmA) submitted 1 day ago * by NewHorizons_Pluto 1120 comments sharecancel loading... 8 29 30 31 IamA US Army Veteran. I am responsible for a fratricidal death of a battle buddy, during Operation Iraqi Freedom in 2003. AMA! (self.IAmA) submitted 4 hours ago by WILLingtonegotiate 96 comments sharecancel loading... 9 20 21 22 IamA regular everyday normal guy from Canada, with no affiliations, who decided to attempt to get to the frontlines with ISIS (ISIL) and hang out with those fighting the worlds most brutal terrorist organization! AMA! (self.IAmA) submitted 3 hours ago * by leadwitness 68 comments sharecancel loading... 10 593 594 595 I've spent 4 years making a free operating system for calculators (in assembly). AMA! (self.IAmA) submitted 22 hours ago by sircmpwn 134 comments sharecancel loading... 11 436 437 438 IamA novelist. (self.IAmA) submitted 21 hours ago * by RASalvatore 345 comments sharecancel loading... 12 1967 1968 1969 I am Ana Gasteyer! You may know me from SNL, Suburgatory, Wicked or the AC train in NYC! AMA! (self.IAmA) submitted 1 day ago * by AnaGasteyer 357 comments sharecancel loading... 13 2379 2380 2381 I am Potato Salad Guy, Zack Danger Brown AMA. (self.IAmA) submitted 1 day ago by ztbrown 1328 comments sharecancel loading... 14 9 10 11 Newsweek photo editor Shaminder Dulai here with photojournalist Andrew Quilty, who spent the last year covering the rise of ISIS in Iraq and Kurdistan. Ask us anything! (self.IAmA) submitted 4 hours ago * by ShaminderDulai 41 comments sharecancel loading... 15 6 7 8 IamA former Panera Bread employee, AMA! (self.IAmA) submitted 2 hours ago by Miroku2235 40 comments sharecancel loading... 16 • • • We're two first-time filmmakers making a feature documentary about the cultural and personal impact of video game music. It's called "The Players Score". Ask Us Anything!" (self.IAmA) submitted 3 minutes ago by PlayersScoreKeaton comment sharecancel loading... 17 10 11 12 [AMA Request] Customer Service Agent for American Express Centurion (Black) Card Holders (self.IAmA) submitted 5 hours ago by urbangentlman 1 comment sharecancel loading... 18 • • • [AMA Request] Scott Snyder: Writer of Batman, Witches, American Vampire, The Wake, Voodoo Heart, Superman Unchained, Other cool stuff. Elvis Impersonator (self.IAmA) submitted 1 hour ago by barnloaf 1 comment sharecancel loading... 19 461 462 463 IAmA Libertarian candidate running for U.S. Congress against an 11 term Republican incumbent with no Democrat in the race. AMA! (self.IAmA) submitted 1 day ago * by wmhammer 685 comments sharecancel loading... 20 622 623 624 I invented Pavlok, a wearable device that shocks you if you waste time on Facebook/Reddit. Also, it helps you form good habits and break bad habits. It was even featured on Colbert! AMA (self.IAmA) submitted 1 day ago * by digitalnomadic 279 comments sharecancel loading... 21 • • • I am a Russian poet, translator, editor, and literary critic. AMA! (self.IAmA) submitted 1 hour ago by trepang 27 comments sharecancel loading... 22 6 7 8 I'm the creator of Netflix Roulette, Borderless-Gaming, Aurous and much more and I'm working to build an open alternative to the Netflix API, AMA! (self.IAmA) submitted 4 hours ago by codeusasoft 12 comments sharecancel loading... 23 10 11 12 Hi, I run a Forex Managed accounts Program. Ask me anything! (self.IAmA) submitted 8 hours ago by Beaujon 44 comments sharecancel loading... 24 8 9 10 [AMA Request] Someone who types closed captions (self.IAmA) submitted 9 hours ago by barakados 3 comments sharecancel loading... 25 20 21 22 I’m a Chef who lived on food stamps. AMA! (self.IAmA) submitted 21 hours ago * by ktscuisine 49 comments sharecancel loading... view more: next › about blog about team source code advertise jobs help wiki FAQ reddiquette rules contact us tools mobile firefox extension chrome extension buttons widget <3 reddit gold store redditgifts reddit AMA app reddit.tv radio reddit Use of this site constitutes acceptance of our User Agreement and Privacy Policy. © 2014 reddit inc. All rights reserved. REDDIT and the ALIEN Logo are registered trademarks of reddit inc. close this window you'll need to login or register to do that create a new account all it takes is a username and password privacy philosophy we limit data collected about you and your use of the platform, your personal information is never for sale, we use and disclose information to prevent people from abusing the platform, but we never disclose it for any other reason unless required by law. for more information, see our privacy policy. username:try anotheravailable! account recovery email:  (optional)we only send email at your request password: verify password: remember me create account is it really that easy? only one way to find out... login already have an account and just want to login? username: password: remember me recover password login close this window interface language English [en]العربية [ar]Беларуская мова [be]български език [bg]Bosanski [bs]català [ca]česky [cs]dansk [da]Deutsch [de]Ελληνικά [el]English (Australia) [en-au]English (Canadian) [en-ca]English (Great Britain) [en-gb]English [en-us]Esperanto [eo]español [es]español [es-ar]eesti keel [et]Euskara [eu]فارسی [fa]suomi [fi]français [fr]Gàidhlig [gd]עברית [he]मानक हिन्दी [hi]hrvatski [hr]Magyar [hu]Հայերեն լեզու [hy]Bahasa Indonesia [id]íslenska [is] (*)italiano (Italy) [it]日本語 [ja]ಕನ್ನಡ [kn_IN]한국어 [ko]Latin [la]1337 [leet]LOL [lol]lietuvių kalba [lt]latviešu valoda [lv]Nederlands [nl]Nynorsk [nn]Norsk [no]Arrrrrrrr! [pir]polski [pl]português [pt] (*)português [pt-pt]português brasileiro [pt_BR]română [ro]русский [ru]slovenčina [sk]slovenščina [sl]српски језик [sr]Srpski [sr-la]Svenska [sv]தமிழ் [ta]ภาษาไทย [th]Türkçe [tr]українська мова [uk]Tiếng Việt [vi]中文 [zh] (*) incomplete volunteer to translate π Rendered by PID 30116 on app-130 at 2014-10-07 21:38:46.728542+00:00 running ba6f5e0 country code: US.)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "RT @nationalpost: Tories' temporary foreign worker overhaul is 'tragically misdirected': Christy Clark http://t.co/EV5YPyV9lC" @John_Yap - 02:49pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "Eid Mubarak to all those celebrating in BC!" @bcliberals - 06:52pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/FassbenderMLA/status/336993532361441280,Peter Fassbender on Twitter: "City of Surrey seeking nominations..... http://t.co/Sw6VIGRLyx" Twitter Search query Search Twitter Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Language: English Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Have an account? Sign in New to Twitter? Join Today » Sign In Phone, email or username Password Sign in Remember me Forgot password? Already using Twitter via text message? Follow Following Unfollow Blocked Unblock Pending Cancel Peter FassbenderVerified account ‏ @FassbenderMLA 21 May 2013 City of Surrey seeking nominations..... http://fb.me/F6Frz7ln  Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet 4:54 PM - 21 May 2013 Don’t miss any updates from Peter Fassbender © 2014 Twitter About Help Ads info Close Flag this media This has already been marked as containing sensitive content. Flag this as containing potentially illegal content. Submit Cancel Learn more about flagging media Dismiss Close Previous Next Close Go to a person's profile Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Close Retweet this to your followers? Cancel Retweet Close Are you sure you want to delete this Tweet? Cancel Delete Close Block Cancel Block Add a location to your Tweets When you tweet with a location, Twitter stores that location. You can switch location on/off before each Tweet and always have the option to delete your location history. Learn more Turn location on Not now Turn off location Close Profile summary Close Your lists Close Create a new list List name Description Under 100 characters, optional Privacy Public · Anyone can follow this list Private · Only you can access this list Save list Close Close Embed this Tweet Add this Tweet to your website by copying the code below. Learn more Hmm, there was a problem reaching the server. Try again? Include parent Tweet Include media Preview Close Sign up for Twitter Not on Twitter? Sign up, tune into the things you care about, and get updates as they happen. Have an account? Sign in » Close Two-way (sending and receiving) short codes: Country Code For customers of United States 40404 (any) Canada 21212 (any) United Kingdom 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM Haiti 40404 Digicel, Voila Ireland 51210 Vodafone, O2 India 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Indonesia 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » See SMS short codes for other countries Close Confirmation)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13198&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 1999 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 11, Number 7, May/June 1999 Sikhs celebrate special holiday by Sid Bentley April 14 was the tricentennary of the founding of Khalsa Sikhism is the most modern of major religions. It was founded by Guru Nanak, who was born in 1469. He was a contemporary of Christopher Columbus and Martin Luther. As with Martin Luther, Guru Nanak was a religious reformer. In his time, India was ruled by the conquering Muslims, who used the conquest as a means to convert the population to Islam. Hindus who resisted conversion were persecuted or killed. In Guru Nanak’s world interreligious fighting was the norm. As the result of a divine vision, Guru Nanak began a life mission to bring peace to India by establishing a new faith that would be acceptable to both Muslims and Hindus. Guru Nanak preached peace in a time of war, “As there is only one God, and He is our Father, therefore we must all be brothers. The God of the Hindus and the God of the Muslims is the same God; they should stop fighting each other in His name.” Those people who accepted his new teaching called themselves the Sikhs of Guru Nanak (Sikh meaning disciple). Hindus who heard him speak believed him to be a Hindu; Muslims who heard him speak believed him to be a Muslim. As with Jesus, who founded Christianity while being a Jew, Guru Nanak was not a Sikh; his followers were the first Sikhs. During his life, he was revered in India as a holy man, a man of God. After the death of Guru Nanak, in 1539, all his followers called themselves Sikhs. There were nine more gurus after Guru Nanak. During the period, the Muslims, who saw the growing strength of Sikhism as a threat to the dominance of Islam in India, waged a campaign to destroy Sikhism. By the mid 1600s, all Sikhs, had a bounty on their heads. If you killed a Sikh, the conquerors paid you for your deed. The tenth guru, whose name was Gobind Rai, founded a warrior group of Sikhs known at “The Khalsa.” At that time, Guru Gobind called for five volunteers willing to die for Sikhism. Because each had volunteered to die for Sikhism, he spoke to them as living martyrs. As symbols of their “Saint-Soldier” identity, he gave each of them what have become the traditional Five Ks of Sikhism. The Kesh, or uncut hair, represented “humans not trying to improve on God’s creation.” The Kanga, or wooden comb, to clean uncut hair, reminded Sikhs that while they physically cleaned their hair, they should also take the time to cleanse their thoughts. The Kara, or steel bracelet, an arm-shield in battle, stood as a reminder to Khalsa Sikhs to do nothing with the hand that would displease God. The Khalsa were to consider themselves “Slaves to God.” The Kirpan, or Holy Sword, was to be a weapon for defence only. But, as it was illegal in Muslim India for anyone but a Muslim to wear a sword as a weapon, it was meant to demonstrate that a Sikh “is slave to no man.” The Kaccha, or short formalized-underwear, was not only a practical form of dress when riding a horse, but also a reminder to practise chastity, particularly as concerned the wives of those defeated in battle. After Guru Gobind gave the volunteers the Five Ks, he then baptized them into the Khalsa, giving them all the surname Singh, or “Lion.” He then asked the five to baptize him, and so became Guru Gobind Singh. Under Guru Gobind Singh’s leadership, the Khalsa were so successful in battle that eventually the Muslims asked them to accept an armed truce. The noble pride of the Sikhs is a product of their heritage of martyrdom and their accepting at baptism “that a Sikh is slave to God, but is slave to no man.” The event, that established The Khalsa, happened exactly three hundred years ago, in 1699 on Baisakhi, New Year’s Day in India. It is the most important day of the year to Khalsa Sikhs, and with 1999 being the tricentennary of the date, this April 14 was very special. With 23 million followers, Sikhism has become the world’s fifth largest religion. Of the approximately 400,000 Sikhs in Canada, one third are Khalsa initiates. Sid Bentley is a retired Surrey teacher.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7216&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 3, November/December 2005 MLA says boards misbehaved The following is excerpted from Kamloops This Week, November 4, 2005: Kevin Krueger, [MLA, Kamloops Thompson], said there were some boards that handled themselves admirably during the teachers’ strike, including School Board 73, but that the actions of other trustees has caused the government to ask some questions. "The fact that they took a hands-off position and some of them went and stood on the picket lines themselves…it’s just ridiculous behaviour…when they are the employer." No decision has been made on what to do about this "yet," said Krueger. But the situation has "left a lot of people wondering what in the world do you do with trustees in various districts around the province who take such a shabby approach to their responsibilities.")
(20141007,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/Newsmag.aspx?id=24448,BCTF > Teacher Newsmagazine, November/December 2011  	BCTF Teacher Newsmagazine  For Teachers For Parents For Media Home E-mail Lists Links A to Z Index Contact Us Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2011      Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 24, Number 3, November/December 2011 View the complete publication in PDF format here. View the table of contents in HTML format to select specific articles here.   About Us | News & Events | Publications | Advocacy & Action | Social Justice | Issues in Education © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Touring a natural gas drilling rig with @MLA Mike Bernier, and Brian from EnCana http://t.co/AifdJ4H07b" @Teresa_Wat - 06:01pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12826,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2000 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 12, Number 4, Jan./Feb. 2000 Teachers join peaceful protest against WTO agenda for public education by Nancy Knickerbocker Surrey teacher Bob Rosen says the more he learned about the World Trade Organization’s potential impact on public services, the more determined he became to resist its threat to education. "I had been reading about the issues on the Internet for the last 18 months, so I was very concerned," he said. "I knew the Seattle protest was going to be something really special, so I decided I was going—no matter what." As it turned out, Rosen was one of 10 Surrey teachers funded by his local to attend. In all, approximately 100 B.C. teachers, including nine members of the BCTF Executive Committee, went to Seattle November 30, 1999, to take a stand against the WTO’s efforts to reduce public education to a mere commodity. High on the agenda of the WTO summit meeting was an expansion of the General Agreement on Trade in Services to cover health care and education, a move that would have disastrous consequences. Under WTO rules, Canada could be compelled to: Provide private foreign-owned institutions with the same funding or loans as Canadian public schools. Relinquish the authority to determine standards in teacher training and certification. Open up curriculum development to foreign, for-profit firms. Allow foreign-owned institutions to set up in Canada without local involvement in hiring or governance. Offer foreign-owned institutions the same degree-granting authority as Canadian ones. Julia MacRae, another Surrey teacher, said Canadians worry about the WTO because "it’s easy for us to grasp the concept of its threat to our sovereignty." MacRae said she went to Seattle because she believes teachers must be vigilant in their defense of public education. "Education is how people become free. That’s why we should be involved," she said. "It’s important for regular people to attend these events and see for themselves, because so often the media portray any kind of protest as something reasonable people don’t do." Certainly the 40,000 people who participated in the labour rally and march represented a broad cross-section of "regular people." There were teachers and nurses, pilots and posties, farmers, carpenters, and workers from every sector of our globalized economy. Under sunny skies, they waved their flags, cheered, and sang. Some of their placards read: Stop the WTO, Save Public Education; Fair Trade Not Free Trade; Wal-Mart and WTO: Globalizing Poverty; and Profit Uber Alles. Although media coverage focused on vandalism by a few protesters and on heavy-handed police tactics, the overwhelming majority of participants were not aware of any violence during the day. Westbank teacher Evan Orloff said, "I didn’t see any hooliganism at all. It was really peaceful." "For me, the most important thing was the degree to which so many different sectors came together–unions, community groups, environmental organizations. It really was historic," Rosen said. "The fact that non-violent activists stopped the summit from taking place was also enormously important. Obviously globalization is not defeated, but the protest did help to educate a lot of people." The WTO negotiations resume in January, so it’s important to keep up the pressure and let our government know how passionately we oppose the idea of putting education on the table, said BCTF President David Chudnovsky. On behalf of the Coalition for Public Education, he has written to International Trade Minister Pierre Pettigrew and Education Minister Gordon Wilson to express the need for an absolute and unbound exemption for education from the WTO rules. He urged concerned members to write as well. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11166,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2002 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 14, Number 4, Jan./Feb. 2002 B.C. Federation of Labour convention by David Chudnovsky I want to report some of the highlights of the B.C. Federation of Labour’s three-day annual convention, November 26-28, 2001. Neil, Jinny, and I dropped in for segments of the convention over the three days, and on Wednesday, Patricia Clough from the Executive Committee, and Norm Nichols from the Labour Affiliation Task Force, were also in attendance. On Monday morning, in his opening comments to the convention, Jim Sinclair referred to our current campaign to achieve a collective agreement and our fight against limitations on our bargaining rights. When I was introduced to the convention from the visitors’ gallery, the convention gave the B.C. Teachers’ Federation a standing ovation. On Tuesday, I, along with a number of staff, participated in a march from the convention centre, at the Bayshore Hotel, to the cabinet offices, at Canada Place where a rally was held. The event highlighted opposition to the economic and social program of the current government, tax cuts for the wealthy while laying off thousands of public-service employees, and reducing services to citizens most in need. On Wednesday, the convention adopted an action plan to fight the regressive agenda of the provincial government. As well, the convention, in a unanimous standing vote, passed a resolution supporting us in our efforts to achieve a collective agreement. During the debate on the motion, Maureen Shaw, the president of the College Institute Educators’ Association and a member of the B.C. Federation of Labour Executive Council, gave a moving speech in support of the resolution. The wording of the motion and excerpts from Maureen’s speech follow. B.C Federation of Labour resolution on education and teachers: WHEREAS during his first day in office, Premier Gordon Campbell rewarded deputy ministers with huge pay increases in the double digits, and WHEREAS he further introduced provincial tax cuts which reward wealthy British Columbians at the expense of the less fortunate; and WHEREAS the provincial Liberal government has passed legislation designating education as an essential service, limiting the right of teachers and education workers to strike and tilting the balance in favour of employers; and WHEREAS Premier Campbell has threatened to impose a legislated agreement that would destroy teaching and learning conditions negotiated while paving the way for drastic cuts in our public education system; now THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that this Federation demand that Premier Campbell withdraw his threat to impose a legislated contract and allow teachers to freely negotiate a new collective agreement; and BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this Federation demand that the provincial government commit adequate financial resources to ensure the maintenance of quality public education while providing a fair and reasonable wage increase for teachers; and BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that the B.C. Federation of Labour support the efforts of the B.C. Teachers’ Federation to achieve a new collective agreement that meets the needs of teachers and assures a quality education for students. The following is an excerpt from a speech by Maureen Shaw: "I rise in support of this resolution and in solidarity with our fellow educators in the BCTF. As educators from K to Ph.D., we are all concerned with the learning conditions of our students. We know that good working conditions for teachers are vital to ensure all our students can succeed, can progress, and can learn. "Everyone in this room has been affected by teachers and benefited from their teaching. What you are now is due to their efforts. Many of you are parents. Think of the hours teachers put in on behalf of their students, your children. Think about how difficult that job is and how devoted they are. Their jobs extend beyond school hours; they prepare classes, mark countless assignments, coach sports teams, supervise dances, arrange field trips, and the list goes on. "The rights they have won they have won to protect and promote a high quality public education system. Those rights are threatened. They are 45,000 strong. And strong they have been. "But, this government seems so determined to deny them their rights, to erase good learning conditions, to deny them adequate compensation. This government seems determined to drive teachers away from their profession—at a time when our children need education more than ever and need teachers more than ever. We know we will be facing a recruitment and retention problem; we know the demographics are such that we won’t have enough teachers very soon. "We talked at this convention about youth unions and for a labour curriculum. This situation provides a teachable moment for all our students. Teach them that teachers’ rights must be protected. Teach them that the labour movement will stand up to this government and teach your children well, what the Labour movement stands for. I urge all delegates to vote unanimously and act unanimously in support of our brothers and sisters in the BCTF." David Chudnovsky is the BCTF’s president. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141007,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/theprovince/status/324968523984146433,The Province on Twitter: "Sun Run organizers hope for ‘a sea of yellow and blue’ to pay tribute to Boston victims http://t.co/E7DaKpLpdZ" Twitter Search query Search Twitter Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Language: English Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Have an account? Sign in New to Twitter? Join Today » Sign In Phone, email or username Password Sign in Remember me Forgot password? Already using Twitter via text message? Follow Following Unfollow Blocked Unblock Pending Cancel The ProvinceVerified account ‏ @theprovince 18 Apr 2013 Sun Run organizers hope for ‘a sea of yellow and blue’ to pay tribute to Boston victims http://theprov.in/14zzuTd  Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Retweets 7 12:31 PM - 18 Apr 2013 Jen Han ‏ @imJenHan 18 Apr 2013 RT @theprovince: #SunRun organizers hope for ‘a sea of yellow and blue’ to pay tribute to Boston victims http://theprov.in/14zzuTd  Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Don’t miss any updates from The Province © 2014 Twitter About Help Ads info Close Flag this media This has already been marked as containing sensitive content. Flag this as containing potentially illegal content. Submit Cancel Learn more about flagging media Dismiss Close Previous Next Close Go to a person's profile Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Close Retweet this to your followers? Cancel Retweet Close Are you sure you want to delete this Tweet? Cancel Delete Close Block Cancel Block Add a location to your Tweets When you tweet with a location, Twitter stores that location. You can switch location on/off before each Tweet and always have the option to delete your location history. Learn more Turn location on Not now Turn off location Close Profile summary Close Your lists Close Create a new list List name Description Under 100 characters, optional Privacy Public · Anyone can follow this list Private · Only you can access this list Save list Close Close Embed this Tweet Add this Tweet to your website by copying the code below. Learn more Hmm, there was a problem reaching the server. Try again? Include parent Tweet Include media Preview Close Sign up for Twitter Not on Twitter? Sign up, tune into the things you care about, and get updates as they happen. Have an account? Sign in » Close Two-way (sending and receiving) short codes: Country Code For customers of United States 40404 (any) Canada 21212 (any) United Kingdom 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM Haiti 40404 Digicel, Voila Ireland 51210 Vodafone, O2 India 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Indonesia 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » See SMS short codes for other countries Close Confirmation)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "October is #FosterFamilyMonth. Thank you #BC for opening your homes and hearts to more than 5,900 children and youth." @John_Yap - 11:14pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=15640,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2008   Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 20, Number 6, April 2008  Classified Travel/Vacation QUEEN CHARLOTTE ISLANDS/ HAIDA GWAII Fabulous "mothership" kayaking, wilderness adventure, unforgettable experiences. 1-888-559-8317, www.TourHaidaGwaii.com  WHISTLER GETAWAY Pinecrest Estates, 4-5 bd., 1.5 bath, 1400 sq.ft. cabin, sauna, deck with BBQ, fully-equip. kitchen, DW, WD, wood stove (wood provided). Seasonal rates. glush@shaw.ca or 604-936-3346. WHISTLER Condo. Sleeps 4, views, close to village, 604-943-9423, preddyplace@telus.net. WHISTLER CREEKSIDE 3 bdrm. townhouse for rent, sleeps 6-8 comfortably, 2 bath. 604-535-9315. BLACKCOMB Luxury 2 bd/loft, 3 bath, sleeps 8, ski-in, ski-out, 604-940-0156. WHISTLER 1 bd. condo (Whistler Creekside) sleeps 4, F/P, hot tub, swimming pool, sauna, fully equipped kitchen, u/ground parking, walk across the street to lifts and stores. Book early to avoid disappointment. Call Jan or John at 604-530-0958. SUN PEAKS RESORT Stone’s Throw Unit 49, Luxurious brand new condo 2bd/2bath sleeps 5, ski-in-ski-out, Mountain Views, Private hot tub, F/P, BBQ, 6 appliances, Plasma TVs. Free Wireless Internet. All amenities. NS/NP. To reserve call 1-866-425-5872 or go to www.stonesthrow49.directvacations.com Reservation code: Teacher FRANCE. Ultimate vacations, privately owned, beautiful furn. 1 bd. central Paris. Provence lovely furn. house close to Avignon. Wkly/ mthly. 604-738-1876, 604-298-3904, irene.roland@gmail.com, www.ultimateparis.com  KIHEI, MAUI Large selection of fully equipped condos. Great beaches. Near shopping centre. Call Alf, 604-291-1751, kihei@telus.net. KIHEI, MAUI Privately owned, beautiful fully furn. 2 bd., 2 bath condo across from Kamaole beaches. Great complex, Great location. 250-598-6955, F: 250-598-6965. WHISTLER BLACKCOMB Ski-in/out, quiet luxury condo, sleeps 5, pool, hot tubs, 3 night min. www.at-blackcomb.com, Sheila 604-929-6589. GULF ISLANDS Deluxe waterfront cottage, 1 bd./sleeps 4, winter and summer rates, call Alma 250-629-3008, www.ainsliepointcottage.com  SATURNA Gulf Island Getaway, www.lyallharbour.com, 1-877-473-9343. FRANCE FRANCE 2008 holiday rental. Well renovated stone houses in ancient vineyard village, SW France, great walking, cycling, food, wine. C$741/C$880 week per family unit. E-mail mjcapper@hotmail.com, visit www.ourhouseinfrance.com.au  FRANCE Tranquil farmhouse for rent in the French countryside. www.frenchfarmhouse.ca  GABRIOLA ISLAND BC 2 bdrm. cottage, private, fully equipped, starting $900/ mo. or $450/wk. 250-247-9883. boysen@shaw.ca, www.gabriolacottage. netfirms.com  GOLF-WINE TOUR in Osoyoos w/front, 2 bdrm. condo, N/S, N/P, Call George for weekly rates, May—Sept. 604-520-1001. QUALICUM BEACH Vancouver Island, character home, 2 bd., 2 bath, ocean view, across from golf course. 6 blks to town, 1.5 blks to magnificent sandy beaches, Barbeque, porch. N/S, N/P. Perfect location to explore Vancouver Island and Gulf Islands. $900/wk. June-Sept. Call John 250-382-0411 or cell 250-752-3342. WHISTLER condo, 2 bd. sleeps 6, quiet family area, 10 min. to village. All amen., F/P, jetted tub, etc. Rates from $100 to $225/night depending on duration and season. Ron 604-988-8231, rhsargent@shaw.ca  COMPASS ROSE SAILING TOURS 1/2 and full-day charters from Secret Cove. Group rates. Bruce Arbo 604-740-0656. COWICHAN LAKE Beachfront cottage for rent on sunny Cowichan Lake. Beautiful, new, luxury cabin avail. weekly. Colleague discount 250-656-9711. Visit www.members.shaw.ca/watermanproperties/ForRentAtCowichan  LEARN TO SAIL on a week long cruise. See www.plainsailing.ca  OSOYOOS 1 bdrm, waterfront apt, private beach, sleeps 2, adults, N/S, N/P, near golf/wineries, 604-876-9668, see www.vacationrentals.com/vacation-rentals/32506.html  NEW ZEALAND privately owned fully furn. 4 bdrm., 3 bath, house in Ohope Beach on the North Island’s Bay of Plenty. Steps from beach. 3 hrs. drive from Auckland, 1 hr. to Rotorua. Wkly/mnthly. gailmay@shaw.ca, www.ohope.net  QUALICUM BEACH, Van. Island., 1 bd. cottage, N/S, N/P. $650/wk. June— Aug. Call John 250-382-0411 or cell 250-752-3342. WHISTLER Awesome lakeview 1 bdrm. furn. condo for vacation rental, cmilne@direct.ca or 604-984-0021. DISCOVER RURAL FRANCE on Two Wheels–easy-going routes meander through France’s scenic landscapes with little traffic so inexperienced cyclists can pedal at a carefree pace. Farmhouse style accom. with regional cuisine and local wines. Guided by enthusiastic retired Francophile teacher. Explore enchanting chateaux in the Loire; prehistoric treasures in the Dordogne; or the rolling vineyards of Burgundy. Destinations by Design Travel Ltd. (BC Reg 39159) 1-888-703-0163, www.destinationsbydesign.ca, shelagh@destinationsbydesign.ca  MEXICO Puerto Vallarta, waterfront condo in Bucerias. 2 bdrm. 2 bath. www.condoplayalinda.com, for special rates: gwwood-linda@hotmail.com or 250-697-6273 (Linda). DEEP BAY, BC. Waterfront 2 bdrm. cottage, Vancouver Island, overlooking Denman, Hornby Islands. Relaxing, private. Sleeps 4-6 people, N/S, N/P. Avail. June to Sept. 604-939-0121 or chuck_denison@telus.net  COTTAGE New waterfront cottage for rent daily/weekly, S. Nanaimo. For information, contact Sheila at greg.buchanan@shaw.ca  ENJOY A HOLIDAY at beautiful Cultus Lake. Deluxe waterfront accomm. suitable for 2 adults is offered at reasonable prices. Phone 604-316-1235. BEAUTIFUL HORNBY ISLAND Spacious 2 bd. house with large sunny deck. Sleeps 5. Forested, private. 3 blks. from beach. 250-748-7920 or www.sunflowerinn.ca summer rental. HEFFLEY LAKE. Cabin on the lake. Sleeps 6. Good fishing and swimming. 40 km. NE of Kamloops. Wkly or daily rate. jfornell@telus.net  SUNNY OKANAGAN Beauty, luxury, economy! 1 bdrm. home, sleeps 4. http://members.shaw.ca/myranda1  SUNSHINE COAST Kayaker’s dream! Rare oceanfront cottage at Pender Harbour. Private beach and dock just steps from garden level entry to rental suite. shower, kitchen, radio, DVD. Sleeps 2-4. Minutes to nearby lakes and world famous Skookumchuck Rapids. July books fast. $500/wk. Susan 604-467-3978, susanwalker@telus.net, www.penderharbourcottage.ca  MAYNE ISLAND Fairview Farm B&B. Small B&B with 2 generous rooms facing the water. Local organic breakfasts, ensuites, private entrances, beach access. Easy getaway. 1-866-539-5582, www.fairviewonmayne.com  KNOUFF LAKE Cabin, near Kamloops, boats, fishing, quiet, secluded, wood stove, propane lights and stove. Sleeps 6, $420/wk or daily. normanmoss@shaw.ca  COURTENAY Van. Is., serene 3 bd., 2.5 bath, home. Gardens, courtyard, private decks. Steps to beach. Mt. Washington base 15 min. drive. Avail. year round. Weekly rates from $800. 250-335-3154. HAWAII Maui, Kihei & Honokawai locations. 1 bd. with ocean views. 209-599-5248 or www.maui342.com  OKANAGAN Vernon lakeview studio summer rental $500/wk. 250-549-4886, www.members.shaw.ca/tlvoykin/studio  SHUSWAP LAKE cabin for rent. Sleeps 4-6. Lake view, wkly rentals from June-Sept. Call 604-525-9558. LAKE ERROCH Cozy cottage for rent 1.5 hrs. from Van., 30 mins. from Harrison. Sleeps 4-5. Golfing, hiking, fishing nearby. Call 604-525-9558. THINK SUMMER! Think Salt Spring Island! Oceanfront acreage on serene Long Harbour. Our 2 bd. cottage or B&B suite that sleeps 4 awaits you! 50' dock, pool and more! Call 250-537-1059 or www.longharbourbedandbreakfast.com  Rent/Exchange VANCOUVER Clean, bright, quiet, centrally located condos at Robson & Bute. 1 bdrm. $95. Daily/wkly/mthly rates. 604-608-4268, dbemc@hotmail.com  VANCOUVER "Yaletown" luxury studio, privately owned condo. Available weekends, weekly or monthly. Secure underground parking. 604-626-8523. VANCOUVER Kits, fully furnished, 1 bd. condo for rent near beach between May & July. daphnoucho@hotmail.com or call 604-737-7181. NORTH VANCOUVER home, 4 bdrm, large yard, mid-July to mid-August, $2000/mo. or $750/wk. contact Roxie Giles, rgiles@sd45.bc.ca  BURNABY 3 bdrm. furn. house for rent July/Aug. Near SFU. N/P. 604-522-5734. QUALICUM BEACH Vancouver Island, charming 5 bdrm, 3 bath home. Walk to shops, beach, golf. Private garden terrace. Avail. year round. Weekly rates from $900. 250-954-8472. N.DELTA/SUNSHINE WOODS Teacher retiring in June, would like to house share with another teacher. Very reasonable rate. Will be travelling for 4-6 mo. of the school year. scullin@dccnet.com  VANCOUVER 1 bd. furn. condo in Fairview slopes (Oak/Broadway area). Large deck with 180º view of False Creek, d/town, mtns. Min. from VGH, Granville Island, buses, downtown. Avail. July/Aug. plmilliken@yahoo.ca  RENT/EXCHANGE Will exchange deluxe waterfront accomm. at Cultus Lake (for 2-3 people) for condo or apartment on Vancouver Island anytime in June, July or Aug. 604-316-1235. X-COUNTRY. Do you want to x-country ski out your door? 35 km of professionally groomed trails and a cozy country home to enjoy from Nov.08 to March09, call 250-674-3821 or guysuz@mercuryspeed.com  VICTORIA Family neighborhood home for rent near Thetis Lake. Available in August 2008. e-mail csparanese@shaw.ca or 250-294-3569 for details. PENTICTON townhouse, lakeview, min. to park and beaches; exchange for Island/Coast property for kayaking, hiking, 10 days min. July 2008. N/P, children, smoking. travels123@hotmail.com  VANCOUVER Newly renovated, furn. studio apt. in West End. $450/wk., $1350/mo. jthompson@sunshinecable.com  WANTED Professionals seeking rental accomm. on Mayne Island. On-site studio space an asset. Call Sherry at 604-531-1471 or 778-847-1650. VICTORIA Furn. 2 bd. house very close to Camosun College, UVic, a shopping mall and on bus routes. 10 min. to downtown and 5 min. to beach. Sunny backyard and private deck. N/P. Avail. July 2008. E-mail: sunny21_ca@yahoo.ca  VICTORIA 1 bd. self-contained suite near UVic, beaches, private entrance, quiet residential home. All utilities, internet. $800/mo. jfhewson@shaw.ca  UBC new, furn., luxury condo, 2 bd., 2 bath, stainless, granite, flatscreen, u/ground parking, avail. May 1-Aug.1, some flexibility in dates, $2600/mo. incl. utilities. 604-538-6587 VICTORIA Comfortable 5 bd. home. Sept.25—Oct.31. contact rxfrost@shaw.ca  VICTORIA Fully furn. 2 bd. ground level suite in Cook St. Village. Walking distance to downtown/ocean/local parks. On bus routes. In-suite laundry and internet. $800/mo. all-incl. Avail. July/Aug. 250-516-0015, mklb@shaw.ca  HOME EXCHANGE international and domestic, cottages-to-castles, advance listing for 2010 Olympics. 604-987-3262, info@homelink.ca, www.homelink.ca  YALETOWN summer rental, furn. bd. + den with great view (23 flr.) steps from the seawall. Pool, gym and secured u/ground parking. N/P, N/S. July and/ or Aug. $1600/mo. Call 604-562-3361. HOUSE EXCHANGE Nelson–Vancouver area. Family of 4 in Nelson looking to house exchange. First 2 weeks in July. Interested? Call 250-352-3246. WHITE ROCK Tastefully appointed 2 bd. home w/panoramic oceanview, heated pool in landscaped garden, 2 cats. Avail. June 13 — July 14, $1600. 604-531-9033, cooper8@telus.net  VICTORIA comfortable 2 bd., 2 bath home central to all amenities. $1500/ mo. all incl. Call 250-595-7572 or cattcamp@shaw.ca  WANTED 56-year-old woman wants to spend 1 month in rural Kootenay area, anytime July/Aug. Will housesit, garden, house swap, or rental. Call Anna 780-439-5196 or radyoanna@yahoo.ca  VANCOUVER False Creek townhouse next to seawall near Granville Island, 2 bd. + den with 650sf roof deck with city, mtn. and water views. Mid-July to mid-Aug. $2200. kjones@vsb.bc.ca  VANCOUVER Central location, 4 bd. house for rent from July 8—Aug.10 Large patio, garden, bicycles. Ideal for families $850/wk. or $3500/5 wks. Call Alain 604-876-5199, alainthibault@shaw.ca  VANCOUVER 1 bd. furn. condo in Fairview, close to transit/downtown with view. Avail. July. baritone@telus.net  RICHMOND Steveston, fully furn., 1 bd. condo near the river and min. walk to Steveston Village between May & Sept. contact fmerlai@shaw.ca or 604-649-1667. BURNABY 2 bd. July & Aug. Big, fully furn., clean, updated. Nr. SFU & Lougheed Mall. $1300/mo. Contact school teachers at 604-617-4569. Resources RETIRING? Undecided about the Joint Life option? Order "Choosing the Right Options" a straightforward guide/ workbook for selecting the best option for your situation. workbook $15, CD $15, both $25. Mail: Ken Smith, 5120 Ewart St., Burnaby, BC V5J 2W2 or BCTF Lesson Aids. BURNS BOG Book a field trip that empowers your students and satisfies your science curriculum. Contact Bree at Burns Bog Conservation Society. 604-572-0373 or 1-888-850-6264. THE SUBSTITUTE You want to TEACH? www.thesubstitute.ca  Miscellaneous MASTER OF EDUCATION (Special Education) by coursework offered by Flinders University in S. Australia is recognized by the B.C. TQS. Degree available entirely in distance mode. Apply now for commencement of study in semester one (late February) or semester two (late July). More information at: ehlt.flinders.edu.au/northamerica or from the program co-ordinator, Bernice.Burnip@flinders.edu.au  RETIREES. Use your teaching skills to supplement your pension and secure your future. 604-946-8955, bgmcclure@gmail.com  SCHOOL TATTOOS 1000 tattoos with your school’s logo $149. Great for school spirit, teams or fundraising. Visit www.schooltattoos.ca or e-mail info@schooltattoos.ca or tel/fax 613-567-2636. USE YOUR MOUSE to find your house! Thinking of buying or selling in Greater Victoria, Sooke, or Sidney? Click on one of Victoria’s top real estate web sites for free reports and MLS listings with full addresses at www.carollivingstone.com. Carol Livingstone, B.Ed, Re/Max Camosun, carol@carolliving stone.com, toll free 1-800-663-2121 or 250-744-3301. PACIFIC GARDENS Cohousing Community is a new, environmentally friendly condo project in Nanaimo on a spectacular 4.37 acre property close to downtown. Enjoy a strong sense of community, social interaction and over 7000 sq.ft. of common facilities. Find out more at www.pacific gardens.ca, 250-754-3060 or e-mail joinus@pacificgardens.ca  GLASSWORK for teachers…a good thing for ProD days… seafireglassworks.com  UNIQUE EDUCATION BUSINESS FOR SALE. Well-established (8 yrs), profitable Tutoring company with over 350 contacts and clients in the Film Industry throughout Western Canada is looking for a buyer. Chance for a teacher or businessperson to step into an exciting lucrative opportunity. Serious buyers only, please. Contact email poppetinitaly@gmail.com  INSPIRING, INSIGHTFUL "Honouring the Child: Changing Ways of Teaching" by Pamela Proctor, www.honouringthechild.com  SEE CHINA for free & teach English. Short term teaching 10 wks close to Shanghai. Return flight, accommodation, meals in exchange for teaching. Small class sizes. Great support. Immediate openings April to June 08 plus next school year. Contact grahammu1@gmail.com — CCEA Canada China Education Association. GLASSER CHOICE THEORY and Reality Therapy Training: Aug. 28, 29, 30, 31, 2008. Contact 604-983-2202. lscott@realitycounselling.ca  TEACHER EXCHANGE Wolfville, Nova Scotia high school English teacher (from the beautiful Annapolis Valley) looking for job exchange (and possibly accomm.) with teacher from Victoria, BC, for the 2008-09 school year. If interested, e-mail: pclothier@eastlink.ca or call 902-542-7986. REDUCE STRESS Would you like to reduce stress in your life? www.acourseonmeditation.com  FOR SALE HAWAII. Own a piece of paradise. A unique opportunity! RV with property on the Big Island of Hawaii. Winnebago in excellent condition with new floors, foam/ upholstery, tires, RV battery. Heavy duty front and rear racks (Cino scooter included), air conditioning etc. Lot 60x130 cleared, planted trees, septic system, specially designed RV carport, vinyl shed, plus much more. $125,000. Phone 250-630-2125, email dritchie@prn.bc.ca  PIANO FOR SALE $975 obo. Canadian made Sherlock Manning 40% studio upright, walnut (medium brown), excellent condition, wonderful tone. SN128395. Matching bench with music compartment. Well kept in constant location. Modest use. East Richmond. streckos@hotmail.com or 604-524-3006. TURN RECORDS & TAPES INTO CDS. If interested, phone Keith at 604-851-2860 or 604-556-4667 or e-mail keith53@shaw.ca or visit website at www.capespearconnections.com  DRAMAWORKS 2008 - Theatre Alberta presents a variety of workshops to collectively engage educators, amateurs & professionals. Workshops in acting, directing, playwriting, design & more! 2.5 & 3.5 day weekend workshops running July 3-13 at the Citadel Theatre, Edmonton. Early bird pricing in effect until May 30. Ask about Artstrek, our summer program for teens! Visit theatre alberta.com or call 780-422-8162. WHY SEND A CARD when a gift book is better? From the Seawall on a crisp autumn afternoon, to a moody portrayal of the Hotel Europe in Gastown, 27 icons of our city are presented in Vancouver Landmarks featuring high quality b&W photography with accompanying historical background. Hard cover, 64 pages. www.vancouverlandmarks.ca for outlets or direct sale, $19.95 including tax and shipping. U.S. CERTIFIED TEACHERS WANTED for unique tutoring positions in the BC film industry. Must have full time availability. Certification must be current or willing to renew. Preference will be given to California Studio teachers or those holding California teaching certificates, single or multiple subjects. Other USA certification considered. 604-729-8184 or email poppet2@mac.com  Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/BCTFNews.aspx?id=20810,BCTF News, Vol. 15, No. 6, March 2010  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development BCTF News archive 2013–14  2012–13  2011–12     2010–11  2009–10    En français  Home > Publications > Newsletters and Alerts > BCTF News > 2009-10 Archives BCTF News Teachers Working Together for Quality Public Education Volume 15 No. 6 March 2010 Table of Contents BC education budget deceptive BCTF AGM sets direction Rally to Build a Better BC Provincial gaming grants cuts Staff representatives can hang out their shingle BC education budget deceptive The provincial government claims that it is providing “more funding than ever” for education in the budget delivered at the beginning of March. The miniscule increase of $129 million on a $4.82 billion budget still leaves boards floundering with the reality of ever-increasing funding shortfalls. K to 12 education is receiving a diminishing share of the provincial budget: 26.36% in 1991–92 to 15.34% in 2009–10. More of this funding has gone and continues to go to private education. The government says there is $54 million in funding for the 2% salary in­crease for this year and $57.6 million allocated for full-day Kindergarten with an additional $110 million over two years as a partial restoration, amounting to one-half, of the annual facilities grant. This does not automatically mean an increase for all districts, since 33 actually show no change in funding allocations. Others saw small increases, but most boards are reporting cuts to programs and likely layoffs, and 49 school closures are threatened. Vancouver’s shortfall is now $18 million. What remains unsaid are the continuing downloaded cost pressures for which there is no allow­ance. These are teacher pensions cost increases, carbon offsets, MSP premiums, BC Hydro rate increases, and the loss of purchasing power due to general inflation for goods and services and unfunded mandates such as BCeSIS, Bill 33 reporting, and early learning and literacy initiatives. In response to intense pressure, HST costs will be rebated, and the annual facilities grants of $110 million cut last year, will see half returned this year. BCTF AGM sets direction This year’s AGM made a number of key decisions that set the stage for a particularly challenging 2010–11. Bargaining was discussed at length in the light of the Federation’s plan to expand negotiations to include government, BCPSEA, and every local in the province. A multifaceted and comprehensive plan was adopted to put sustained pressure on the provincial government to fully fund public education. The BCTF restated its commitment to being the voice of teachers and to confront any attempt by other bodies, such as the BC College of Teachers and the provincial government, to establish competing alternate structures that would undermine public education and diminish the profession. In pursuit of a fully funded and indexed pension plan, a number of options were approved for consideration by the Executive Committee and the Teachers’ Pension Plan Board of Trustees (TPPBT). Other decisions addressed ethical investments and advised our representatives on the TPPBT to endeavour to divest holdings in companies that generate earnings from tobacco products, and that in the future a fund be developed that honours a number of environmental, human rights, and non-military criteria. The AGM elected Susan Lambert as president, Jim Iker as first vice-president, and Glen Hansman as second vice-president. Four members-at-large were elected: Rick Guenther, David Komljenovic, Denise Moffatt, and Kip Wood. They will join Irene Lanzinger as past president, and Jill McCaffery, Teri Mooring, and Christine Stewart who continue in their two-year terms. Rally to Build a Better BC Please come to the Coalition to Build a Better BC (CBBBC) rally! The rally will be held on Saturday, April 10, from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m., outside the Vancouver Art Gallery. There will speakers, musical entertainment, and an “issues fair” where participating groups will have tables and information to share. The CBBBC is a broad-based coalition of community groups representing arts and culture, the environment, seniors, faith-based organizations, and unions. The BCTF is a founding member of the coalition. The rally will launch the coalition and show the media and public how broad the opposition is to the cuts, and offer positive solutions for a better BC. Sustained advocacy forced the government to back off from planned education cuts and restore some funding. But districts still face deep cuts to programs and staff layoffs. The BCTF is determined to oppose the ravages the premier and his government are perpetrating, and work with all communities to support public education and other vital community services. Please encourage your colleagues, friends, family, and neighbours to join us! Provincial gaming grants cuts According to a recent government press release, this year’s gaming grants from the Ministry of Housing and Social Development will be streamed to youth arts, culture, and sports groups, sports organizations serving people with disabilities, and other organizations that work on public safety, people in need, and community services such as preschools. Groups that will not be eligible include school playgrounds, and adult arts, culture, and sports organizations. Parent Advisory Councils and District Parent Advisory Councils funding will be restored after it was cut in half in 2009. According to a recent article in the Victoria Times Colonist, gaming grant funding for preschools, childcare centres, and resource centres will be reduced by 50% this year. The amount available to all charities and non-profits has been reduced by $36 million. Non-profits that used to access gaming funds have started receiving rejection letters for this year. Even groups that meet the new funding requirements for gaming are facing cuts. They include the Fraser Valley Youth Society, which lost its funding of $5,000 a year. It runs the only drop-in centre for lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgendered, and transsexual youth in the Fraser Valley. Victoria’s Together Against Poverty Society (TAPS) has also lost $65,000 in funding for its Tenant Advocacy Project. Staff representatives can hang out their shingle Can a staff rep put up a sign on the wall beside the classroom identifying the teacher as the “Staff Representative?” Does a principal have the right to take down the sign? These were the questions asked of arbitrator John Steeves in an Abbotsford grievance that dates back to 2006. In his summary and conclusions, Steeves makes the point that, “The Union is a significant part of bringing democratic decision-making process(es) to the workplace, as recognized by previous decisions of the Supreme Court of Canada. The sign represented the pride the Grievor and other staff representatives felt in being elected to the position and in representing the Union and its members.” Regarding the principal’s removal of the sign, Steeves said, “... the effect of the removal was to create a perception that the Staff Representative and the Union were excluded from the school. This perception is not consistent with the fact that teachers in the school are members of the Union and that the Union (and the Employer) obtain their legal status through legislation. The effect is to make the sign a symbol for the existence of the Union itself.” Arbitrator Steeves concluded that the member had a charter right to post the “Staff Representa­tive” sign on the wall outside of the classroom, and that the principal violated the teacher’s charter right by taking down the sign. Locals can now issue “Staff Representative” signs to all staff reps so that they can post them at the entrances to their classrooms with pride.   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=10030,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 3, Jan./Feb. 2003 Teacher research teams plan for BCTF special ed/ESL projects Teams of teacher researchers have met in Coquitlam and Nanaimo to plan and carry out special education and ESL research that will monitor the effects of change in the two districts and examine the role of specialist teachers. The Nanaimo group includes Donna Allen, Judy Brayden, Dave Cutts, Lois Gair, Bob Esliger, Maureen Hancock, and Patricia Joly. In Coquitlam, teachers involved are Deborah Burchill, Carol-Anne de Balinhard, Shannon Joba, Sean Lenihan, Daphne Mercier, Joanna Perley, Donna Schaefer, Jill Sully, and Nadine Tambellini. Chris King, at the CTA, and Lydia Picucha, at the NDTA, provide support from the local. The research teams have identified schools in each district from which data will be collected. The schools reflect each district’s geography, communities, and school structures. Coquitlam schools where we hope to collect data will be Central, Porter, and Glen elementary schools, Summit and Kwayquitlam middle schools, and Terry Fox and Pinetree secondary schools. In Nanaimo, the schools will be Georgia Avenue, Forest Park, and McGirr elementary schools, Nanaimo and District Secondary School, Dover and either Ladysmith or Cedar secondary schools. Data will include a survey of teachers in those schools, interviews with some staff, especially ESL specialists and special ed support teachers, and short case studies of the schools with additional data such as staffing levels and class size and composition. Other data will be collected across the whole district, including community and school district profiles, mapping ESL and special ed enrolment by school, and accessing data from the 1701 September 30 data collection. Teachers from Nanaimo, Coquitlam, or any other B.C. district will also be able to comment on special education and ESL issues on a web conference system. Four focus groups have taken place to date, three in Coquitlam and one in Nanaimo, three with classroom and specialist support teachers, and one with parents of students with special needs. Draft reports have been written and sent to participants prior to being published by the BCTF in 2003. Many thanks to over 40 teachers and parents who have turned out to date to provide input to the focus groups–there were some great perspectives shared. Thanks also to culinary teacher Bert Gibson at Gleneagle Secondary School, in Coquitlam, for excellent catering. We are launching a web conference site where a teacher in either district, or anywhere in B.C., can access the web conference site. If you have a comment or perspectives that you want to share on inclusion or ESL issues, go to http://discuss.bctf.ca/webboard/wbpx.isa/~education. This project in both districts is like a complicated jigsaw puzzle, gradually putting a wide range of data together to enable teachers, locals, the BCTF, and school boards to see a comprehensive picture of what is happening in our schools this school year. Although the focus is on special education and ESL, we believe that the changes affect every teacher and may affect most students’ learning. The local and the BCTF need information about what is happening in our schools in order to understand the effects on teachers, students, and families. If you are a teacher in one of the schools where data is being collected, we ask that you support this research by co-operating with our team of teacher researchers as they collect data. If you are a teacher in either district, share your perspectives in our web conference. If you are a teacher elsewhere in B.C., we’d appreciate hearing how the data from the two districts in our study compare with your experiences this school year. Local teacher associations and the BCTF cannot make a case for change unless we have evidence to make that case. Tell us how the changes are affecting your work and the learning of students. For more information on this project, please contact Charlie Naylor, BCTF Research, cnaylor@bctf.ca, Chris King at the Coquitlam Teachers’ Association, CKing@sd43.bc.ca, or Lydia Picucha at the Nanaimo & District Teachers’ Association lx68@bctf.ca. – Charlie Naylor, BCTF Research Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/OpportunitiesForMembers.aspx?id=16130&printPage=true,BCTF > Program Offerings at Post-Secondary Institutions in BC  	Opportunities for BCTF Members  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Opportunities for Members > Teaching in BC Program Offerings at Post-Secondary Institutions in BC Each institution in BC offers unique academic programs. Teachers are strongly encouraged to obtain TQS pre-approval for any course work prior to commencing academic work that may be used for upgrading their TQS salary category. It is the responsibility of individual teachers to obtain current information about teacher education program offerings. Highlighted below are post-secondary institutions across BC that offer teacher education programs, as well as post-baccalaureate programs that may meet the requirements for upgrading to a higher TQS category (Five, Five Plus & Six). Douglas College Post-Degree Diploma in Physical Education  Royal Roads University Graduate Certificate in Learning and Technology  Master of Arts in Educational Leadership and Management   Master of Arts in Learning and Technology  Simon Fraser University (SFU) Graduate Studies in Education  Doctoral Programs Graduate Diploma Programs Master's Programs Thompson Rivers University (TRU) Graduate Certificate in Online Teaching and Learning  Inclusive and Special Education Certificate/Diploma  Master of Education  Special Needs and Infant and Toddler Post-diploma Certificates  Trinity Western University (TWU) Graduate Certificate in Leadership  Master of Arts in Leadership   UBC Okanagan Graduate Programs in Education  Post-Baccalaureate Certificate and Diploma  University of the Fraser Valley (UFV) Graduate Certificate in Teacher Leadership and Mentorship  University of British Columbia (UBC) Curriculum and Pedagogy  Educational & Counselling Psychology, and Special Education  Educational Studies  External Programs and Learning Technologies (M.Ed., Diplomas and Certificates)  Language & Literacy Education  University of Northern British Columbia (UNBC) Master of Education  Post-Baccalaureate Diploma Program  University of Victoria (UVic) Diploma in Special Education  Faculty of Education Graduate Programs  Professional Specialization Certificate in Information Communication Technology  Professional Specialization Certificate in Special Education  Professional Specialization Certificate in Teaching French Immersion  Vancouver Island University (formerly Malaspina University-College) Master of Education in Leadership (International Perspectives)  Graduate Diploma in Online Teaching & Learning  Master of Education in Educational Leadership  Master of Education in Special Education  Special Education Teacher Specialty (SETS) Post Degree Diploma Program )
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=17090,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2008 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 3, November 2008  From an inner-city school to a remote rural school By Susan Gilbert This is the first of a two-part interview I conducted with Susanne Hryboko—the sole staff at Surge Narrows Elementary School on the remote shores of Read Island. This school which, at present, supports 10 full-time students is one of a handful of single room schools left in BC. Three years ago she left her teaching position at Macdonald Elementary School in Vancouver’s roughest neighbourhood in the downtown East Side and took up residence in the teacherage where, four days of the week she lives and breathes school and is the focal point for the parents and children of this small community. The other three days she and her partner homestead on their 10-acre property on Quadra Island. In this interview Hrybko compares teaching in an inner city school vs. a one-room school house. What are the pros and cons of being the sole teaching staff at a school? Pros is never having to deal with bells, and always being able to work on flex time. Even though we do start and end at certain times and we have posted recess times, in reality if the kids are engaged in an activity they can continue until they are done. In another school, when the bell rings—they’re gone, you can’t bring them back. Same thing, if they’ve done an assignment they might have 15–20 minutes spare time which is fill in—here recess can come early. The ability to actually play with the date and cater to where the kids are at is huge. It is not the interrupted flow you have in other schools. The fact that there is one class, without competition as to who gets the gym or the computer room and we have control over each room, the kids get to really take ownership of the school. The cons of not having someone else there, is that there is no one to bounce ideas off, or when you really need a break from a kid there is no where to send them. In a regular school if a child is having a hard day and you have tried everything, you always have the option of the principal, school counselor, or even the secretary. Here you just have to work through it and that can be hard. How do students being educated in a rural setting differ from the mainstream? The kids in the Read Island School are like one big family. They’ve known each other since early childhood and they’ve been together everyday of their schooling. Sometimes they fight like siblings; they know each other so well. On the other hand, because they are so close, if one is going through a difficult situation, they are so supportive of each other. In a big city you wouldn’t have the kids supporting each other in this way. They come from different backgrounds, and they see each other just for that period of time. Some kids may not see any of their school mates outside of school. It can be very hard creating a school community within a city; here the community comes before the school. Because the numbers are so low, if you want to play a game, you have to involve everyone. In a big school the boys and girls do their own thing and that can be really hard with gender roles. If a girl is into soccer and only the boys play soccer it was often difficult for her to fit in. The boys and girls are really segregated from each other. Here, I don’t see the gender separation or age separation I saw in other schools. What is it like teaching the same kids year after year? When teaching the same kids you get to know their strengths and weaknesses so when buying aids you know exactly what will benefit each kid and because you know the kids so well you can cater the class to what their interests are and what they can succeed in. At the same time, one of the advantages of being in big school is that you get a different teacher each year and students learn how to work with different personalities. When the kids go into the adult world their bosses and their co-workers are all going to be different personalities. The general experience of school prepares students for that. This is why I feel it is really important to bring in community members to teach different subjects. The experience of different personalities is something we have to supplement. What are the greatest challenges in teaching both rural and inner city? At the inner-city school I worked in, the greatest challenge was that the acute crisis for some students was ongoing. With suicides, drug overdoses, violence in their everyday life, and then expecting them to learn a math lesson, you just knew that teaching the math lesson was way less important than what was going on. Here on Read Island, I have none of these challenges. Weather and the reality of living away from city services are the biggest challenges here. Weather is central to whether the kids can get to school or if we can go on a field trip. I can never plan an exact date for the Christmas concert, and field trips all happen in the month of June. If a vehicle or boat breaks down on the way to school there are no mechanics around to fix the problem. Everyone is self reliant and therefore may or may not be able to get their kids to school if things break down. What are the greatest rewards of teaching in both places? The greatest reward in the inner city school was when you saw a kid who had gone through a lot of crisis, come out on top. You just knew they were on a path as a leader for the community. You knew they were going to do things in a different way. It didn’t happen that often but for the few kids that made it through, it was just amazing to see. For here, it is the connection I see with the kids and their school. There is a lot of pride the kids have in this being their one public space on the island. I like being a part of the lifestyle here. This is the way I have chosen to live and this is a school that allows me and all the other families to do that. It is one of the very few left. Knowing that other schools are closing down but seeing our school growing and thriving has been a very big reward for me. Susan Gilbert is a parent and freelance writer, Read Island. Part 2 of this interview will appear in the Jan./Feb. 2009 issue of Teacher. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/issues/research.aspx?id=5878&printPage=true,BCTF > A community and school-district profile: SD #68, Nanaimo-Ladysmith  	Untitled Page  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Issues in Education > Inclusive Education > Research Project A community and school-district profile: School District # 68, Nanaimo-Ladysmith This profile is derived from a number of sources, and is an attempt to contextualize the research project’s focus on Special Education and ESL provision in School District # 68, Nanaimo. It allows for a consideration of educational programs and services within a context. How do high levels of poverty impact on services? Are there significant social issues, related to poverty, that affect some schools in different ways? Is the prevalence of Special Education higher in low socio-economic areas, and do the levels of support services reflect the greater need in these areas? Our project may not address all these issues, but by profiling the community and district in this report we hope that we share some ways to consider education within the context of community 1. The community of Nanaimo Nanaimo is located on the eastern coast of south-central Vancouver Island. It is a major transportation hub, with two B.C. Ferry terminals. The city of Nanaimo has produced a Community Profile report (June, 2002) which can be found on the city’s web site at www.city.nanaimo.bc.ca/c_economic/pdf/communitypro.pdf. This report provides much excellent background material for the city of Nanaimo (as well as some data for the Regional District of Nanaimo), with sections including Demographics, Economic Trends, and Community Services and Amenities. The major employers, according to data from the Community Profile, are the Nanaimo School District (2,100 employees), Nanaimo Regional General Hospital (1,600 employees), Malaspina University-College (1,000 employees), Harmac Pacific Ltd., operating a pulp mill (740 employees) and the B.C. Ferry Corporation (658 employees). The Ministry of Education’s Data Management Branch has produced a useful profile of the school district community which can be found on the Ministry web site at www.bced.gov.bc.ca/schools/sdprofiles/068.pdf. Both profiles provide some understanding of the context in which education takes place, though much of the content in the profiles is based on the last available census data (1996)1, as most of the detailed 2001 census data will not be available until later in 2003. Based on the Ministry profile, the total number of people living in the school district was 95,325. 56.5% of families in the district had children at home (compared to 60.8% provincially), with lone-parent families comprising 15.5% of all families in the district (13.8% provincially). Nanaimo residents’ average annual income is less than the provincial average, and their unemployment rate higher. In terms of the total district population compared to the provincial average, a smaller percentage of people in Nanaimo either attended or gained degrees from universities, while a higher percentage hold trade certificates compared to the provincial average. A slightly lower percentage of Nanaimo residents completed secondary education with a certificate/diploma, while a higher percentage attended school after Grade 9 but left without certification. In terms of the percentage of the population by mother tongue, 88.9% of Nanaimo residents spoke English as their first language in 1996, compared to the provincial average of 76.5%. The district’s aboriginal population (6.4% of the school district’s total population) appears higher than the provincial average (5.1%), with a faster growth rate (3.7%) than occurred provincially (2.8%) between 1991 and 1996. Aboriginal students from three First Nations bands attend Nanaimo public schools: Snu ney muxw First Nation Snaw-Naw-As First Nation Chemainus First Nation Off-reserve Aboriginal students are represented by two organizations: Tillicum Haus Society Mid Island Metis Nation In terms of indicators concerning the city of Nanaimo, the Central Vancouver Island Health region report “The Case for Change: A social development strategy for Nanaimo (2001)” provides additional data on poverty in the city.   Nanaimo B.C. Canada 1996 median income $20,000 n/a $36,125 Single parent families (1996) 17.5% n/a 13.8% Receiving B.C. Benefits(1999) 10.4% 6.2% n/a Unemployment (1996) 12% 8.8% n/a In addition: Criminal, family, poverty legal aid applications (1999/2000) in Nanaimo totalled 4,935. The closest similar-sized B.C. town (Kamloops) had 3,461 applications. 1996 unemployment rates for 15–24 year-olds reached 19.2%. Nanaimo’s child poverty rate of 14.4% is the highest in any B.C. school district. ‘Worse-than-average’ ratings in child poverty, suicide, low income, high-school completion and teen pregnancy. In considering the community context in which the school district provides educational services, it is clear that there exists what the Health Region’s report has called ‘the dark side of Nanaimo’. This aspect of community is one of deprivation and poverty, not uniform across the school district, but existing at levels which are disturbing: “Nanaimo has for years had the reputation of leading the province in per capita numbers of welfare and employment insurance recipients in the province, and growing numbers of individuals and families simply can’t afford to enjoy the many leisure pastimes the city offers. Many single-parent families are having difficulty simply paying for food, shelter, clothing and transportation, as do many pensioners, young people living away from home, and people with disabilities. Poverty is a theme that threads through all areas of service delivery. It is a major factor in all areas of social services delivery and in health care. In particular, the growth of child poverty as witnessed in the public school system is of concern.” (Central Vancouver Island Health region: “The Case for Change: A Social development Strategy for Nanaimo, pp. 6–7) Some areas of the school district are clearly affluent and do not reflect the poverty described above. In general, the north end is more affluent, with median household income for two-person households in Hammond Bay ($66,231) reported at more than double the level in Harewood ($31,421) or Southend ($32,023) neighbourhoods, based on 1996 census data. Two other communities included in the school district are Ladysmith, 23 kms. to the south of Nanaimo, and the island of Gabriola, a 20-minute ferry ride to the east. The labour force in Ladysmith works in a wide range of occupations, but the top four are manufacturing, retail trade, health and social services, and construction. Ladysmith has three elementary schools and one secondary school, serving a population of about 7,000, while Gabriola, with a population of about 4,000, has one elementary school. Gabriola has a range of employment areas, including tourism and arts/crafts. There is also a sizeable proportion of people with alternative lifestyles on the island, with some history of home-schooling, though some home schooling is also linked with the island’s elementary school. The profile described here is doubtless limited in both its scope and exploration of the school district of Nanaimo as a community. Ministry data and the city of Nanaimo’s web site are useful to provide some understanding of context. The additional data from the Health Board in terms of poverty and deprivation suggest that the school district of Nanaimo serves a population which has some more-serious social issues than a cursory glance at district or city reports might suggest. 2. The school district Nanaimo School District’s web site (www.sd68.bc.ca) reports the following details of the size and scope of the district, based on data collected in September, 2000: 16,900 students 37 elementary schools (Kindergarten to Grade 7) 7 secondary schools (Grades 8 to 12) 5 alternate secondary schools (Grades 8 to 12) 1,427 employees (full-time-equivalent) size of district: 1,339 square kilometers population of district (1996 census): 95,325 growth-rate of district, 1991 census to 1996 census: 3% annually annual operating budget of $100 million Nanaimo’s student population rose slowly bur regularly for most of the years between 1990 and 1996, since which time most years have shown a marginal decline in enrolment. In its 2000/01 Accountability Contract2 the district states: “The vast majority of students in School District 68 (Nanaimo-Ladysmith) achieve success in school; however, a significant number of students face challenges that affect their readiness and ability to learn. The socio-economic status index prepared by the Ministry of Education for the 1999–2000 funding formula showed that School District 68 students were the most socio-economically disadvantaged in the province.” In recognition of the poverty levels in the district, the school district’s Poverty Intervention Committee (April 29, 2002) identified 23 of the district’s 49 schools as being affected by poverty issues, and allocated additional funding to these schools in three levels depending on severity. In previous years, funding had also been provided by the Ministry for Children and Family Development. Aboriginal students in Nanaimo School District3 In 2000–01, 37 aboriginal students graduated from Nanaimo’s high schools. The district’s Annual Student Achievement Profile for 2000–01 reports a Dogwood Completion Rate of 30.4% for aboriginal students, compared to the completion rate for non-aboriginal students of 76.5%. Dogwood completion rates are defined as the percentage of Grade 8 students who graduate within six years. However, 90% of Nanaimo’s aboriginal students who enrolled in Grade 12 in the 2000–01 school year graduated the same year. These data imply a significant aboriginal drop-out rate for Grades 8–11, but a graduation rate for those who reach Grade 12 which is higher than the provincial average of 85.4% for aboriginal students’ graduation rates.4 Currently, one school in S.D. #68 is offering the First Nations 12 course. The Hul’qumi’num’ language is offered in S.D. #68 schools where there is a high percentage of aboriginal students—these include North Oyster and Princess Royal Elementary, where the aboriginal-student population exceeds 50% of total school enrolment. In 2001–02, 10.4% of the aboriginal student population was placed in a special education behaviour category (as computed by the Ministry of Education). This appears to be an over-representation of aboriginal students—higher than might be expected in this category. A similar over-representation of aboriginal students also appears in Grades 8–10. Percentage of students enrolled in Special Education, 2001–02   Behaviour Severe Other Gifted Aboriginal 10.4% 2.0% 4.7% 0.6% Non-aboriginal 3.7% 1.3% 2.0% 2.4% Percentage of students placed in Special Education—Behaviour category, 2001–02   K–3 4–7 8–10 11–12 Sec. Ungr. Aboriginal 2.8% 6.5% 19.1% 10.2% 60.8% Non-aboriginal 1.7% 2.5% 5.4% 2.9% 66.9% 13% of school plans submitted to Nanaimo-Ladysmith’s Superintendent of Schools focussed on aboriginal students as an equity group. Nanaimo’s Funded Special Education enrolments Nanaimo’s funded Special Education enrolments are shown in terms of the new levels and categories defined by the Ministry of Education in 2002, for ease of comparison with data from the current and future school years. These enrolments may also be seen in Graph 1 in the Appendices section of this document. Funded Special Education enrolments, 1996/97 – 2003/04 Nanaimo 1996 /97 1997 /98 1998 /99 1999 /00 2000 /01 2001 /02 2002 /03 2003 /04 Level 1 (Dep H'capped) 29 31 25 24 24 22 24 25 Level 2 (Low Incidence) 231 244 236 272 309 317 322 342 Level 3 (Sev. Behaviour) 188 160 200 215 178 199 144 172 High Incidence 1,048 1,253 771 837 892 820 778 737 Gifted 487 490 360 358 388 370 362 352 Source: Ministry Standard Report 1585, various years Nanaimo’s Special Education enrolment as a percentage of total headcount (10.26%) has recently been close to the provincial average of 10.4%. Nanaimo Special Education enrolment as percentage of total enrolment Special Ed enrolments as a % of total 1996/ 97 1997/ 98 1998/ 99 1999/ 00 2000/ 01 2001/ 02 Nanaimo 11.48% 12.49 9.27 10.0 10.63 10.26 Province 10.69% 10.43 10.72 10.4 10.44 10.4 In terms of targeted and budgeted spending, the school district has seen a slight difference between targeted (money received from the province targeted at Special Education) and budgeted (what the district actually spent on Special Education). Targeted and Budgeted Expenditure in Special Education ($ millions) Nanaimo 1996/97 1997/98 1998/99 1999/00 2000/01 Targeted amount 11.52 11.82 11.72 11.53 12.17 Budgeted amount 11.72 12.2 12.07 11.98 12.28 While the district spends above its received targeted income, the difference is small when compared to some large urban districts in metropolitan Vancouver (such as Coquitlam, the other district included in this research project). Coquitlam 1996/97 1997/98 1998/99 1999/00 2000/01 Targeted amount 18.17 17.35 18.94 19.53 19.95 Budgeted amount 22.21 23.59 24.29 22.94 23.66 The difference can be seen in Graph 2, comparing Nanaimo and Coquitlam’s targeted and budgeted spending, in Special Education in the Appendices section of this report. The district’s Annual Student Achievement Profile for 2000/01 reports a Dogwood Completion Rate of 26.4% for students with special needs, compared to the completion rate for non-Special-Education students of 81.1%. English as a Second Language The funded ESL figures show significant growth from 1994 to 1996, a plateau in 1997 and 1998, marginal decline in 1999, and minor increases until the current school year, when a 15.79% reduction was reported in the numbers of funded ESL students. The five-year cap on ESL services introduced by the provincial government in 1998 appears to have significantly reduced ESL services to secondary students, both in the district of Nanaimo and provincially. Nanaimo’s funded ESL enrolment Funded enrolment 1994/95 1995/96 1996/97 1997/98 1998/99 1999/00 2000/01 2001/02 2002/03 Elementary 325 402 453 468 527 480 485 540 452 Secondary 123 128 146 107 89 58 63 49 44 Total 448 530 599 575 616 538 552 589 496 The number of ESL-funded secondary students in Nanaimo School District in September 2002 represents barely 30% of the numbers funded in 1996, although the total ESL numbers are only 9% fewer in 2002 than they were in 1996. This suggests a considerable under-servicing of ESL students in secondary schools, most likely a result of the five-year cap on ESL services introduced by the previous NDP government. See Graph 3 in the Appendices section for a visual representation of these data. Appendices SD # 68, Nanaimo, funded Special Education enrolments, 1996–97 to 2003–04 Targeted and budgeted expenditure ($ millions) in Special Education, #42, Coquitlam, and #68, Nanaimo SD # 68, Nanaimo, funded ESL enrolment, 1994–95 to 2002–03 ________________________________ 1 Some basic information from the 2001 census can be found in the ‘Community profiles’ section of the Statistics Canada web site.  [ Back] 2 School District 68 (Nanaimo-Ladysmith) Accountability Contract, 2000/01. [ Back] 3 The author acknowledges the contribution of Bob Esliger, who provided this information on aboriginal students. [ Back] 4 To view some of the initiatives the school district is undertaking to address the needs of aboriginal students, check the following on the Ministry of education’s web site: a. Aboriginal Education Improvement Agreement, www.bced.gov.bc.ca/abed/agreements/nlframework.htm b. Aboriginal Education Enhancement Agreement, www.bced.gov.bc.ca/abed/agreements/ [ Back])
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=22388,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 23, Number 5, March 2011   Non-fiction for Grade 4s By Rob Cowie  Students entering into a Grade 4 classroom, at the beginning of a new year, face many new challenges. Not only do they receive marks for the first time in their academic journey, they are also expected to become more independent in their learning. The amount of homework increases as well as the responsibility to use and share textbooks. From Grades 3 and up, the amount of non-fiction text the student’s encounter surpasses that of fictional text (Stead, 2006). Teachers in the intermediate grades assume that students know how to read and understand what they read. Many intermediate teachers believe students are no longer learning to read, but now read to learn (Gear, 2006). The use of a textbook can be a daunting challenge for a new Grade 4 student because if they are not taught how to use one effectively, they can struggle with how and where to find information. This is exactly what I was finding with my Grade 4 students; they had no idea how to locate important information from textbooks. I discovered that the students’ Grade 3 teachers rarely used a textbook when teaching a topic in Science or Social Studies. The purpose of this 12-week implementation was to teach my Grade 4 students non-fiction reading strategies, since my students were suddenly encountering textbooks where sentence structures had changed from simple to compound. Reading for content knowledge, I realized, required the use of different strategies than reading narrative text (Spor, 2005). Brownlie & Jeroski (2007) noted that teaching reading does not end when students leave the primary grades. With the increasing exposure to non-fiction text, students need to be taught reading strategies throughout their education. I chose The Comprehension Toolkit by Harvey & Goudvis (2006) as my intervention. The toolkit provided the reading strategies that students’ needed, when comprehending non-fiction text. The toolkit also provided practical and explicit instructions to teachers about how to teach each of the reading strategies. The toolkit used Harvey & Goudvis’ “Gradual Release of Responsibility” (p.9) model for each reading strategy. Harvey & Goudvis (2006) explained that the gradual release of responsibility model included modeling, guided practice, collaborative practice, independent practice, and finally, the application of the strategy. During the first month of intervention, several strategies to improve reading comprehension of non-fiction had been introduced to the students. In the first week, the students tracked their thinking while reading. In week two, the students learned how to use text features to connect to new information. During weeks three and four, students learned how to determine important information, and to construct main ideas from supporting details. The second month of intervention continued to introduce such reading strategies as asking questions and inferring meaning. The students learned how to read text and ask questions. As they read, the students looked for the answers to the questions in the text. Students learned how to infer meaning of new words and language discovered in the text using context clues and headings. The final month of intervention focused on the summarizing and synthesizing of information. The students learned how to summarize and paraphrase information that they read from non-fiction text. Finally, at the conclusion of the intervention an assessment was conducted to determine the effectiveness of the intervention. To obtain the results from the research, I compared pre- and post-results using computer-based assessment, as well as, the pre- and post-results of the Reading Assessment District (RAD) (#36) for determining importance. These qualitative measures determined that the intervention was successful. The students made measurable improvement in their ability to determine importance and overall reading comprehension. The results of these assessments saw the number of my students who were meeting to exceeding expectations in reading comprehension moved from 53% to 62%. The results of the RAD saw the number of my students who were meeting to exceeding expectations in determining importance jumped from 38% to 69%. At the conclusion of the intervention, I observed the majority of my students took more time to read and reread the articles given to them. The students became more successful at locating all the important information. In addition, many students had begun to understand how to rewrite the information in their own words. One of the surprises for me was that the students’ attitudes regarding their textbooks improved over the intervention. There seemed to be less disappointment when using their textbooks and more interest with learning new concepts. Another outcome that the writer did not anticipate was that by introducing non-fiction reading strategies, the amount of non-fiction books being signed out of the library by my students increased. Rob Cowie teaches at Glen Elementary School, Coquitlam. This article is based on his action-research paper titled “Grade Four Reading: Non-fiction.”   References available on request. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media last tweet "" @ - 12:00am Follow @ last post "" facebook/ - Jan 1st Like Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=10054&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 3, Jan./Feb. 2003 The new class system at Canadian high schools In my current incarnation as a columnist with The Globe, the three pieces to elicit the most passionate reader response have been: A pipe smoker questioning the amount of public deference we accord religious belief. A cultural gripe suggesting that Yesterday isn’t really a very good song. The piece that appeared last week concerning proposed changes in British Columbia schools. Make what you like of it, but what astounds me is that the latter column was about what I thought to be a local issue. I have always found it puzzling that education is a provincial responsibility; all very grassroots, but it also localizes an institution that affects the country as a whole—at least as much as, say, agriculture—so that by the time we acknowledge a national trend, it may be a done deal. My complaint had to do with a B.C. initiative in which children at the age of 16 choose Pathway Concentrations focussing them in a specific career direction and putting behind them other interests they might have pursued, such as fine arts. To me, this presented the ominous spectre of a class system based upon artificially induced personal horizons. In response, a writer from Quebec wryly observed that, as a more advanced province, its education department introduced a system virtually identical to the B.C. proposal some 20 years ago, entitled Collège d’Enseignement Général et Professionnel. Apparently it’s a disaster, in which only about a quarter of students in the General program graduate on schedule. Remember the old days when General was a euphemism for Stupid? Talk about self-fulfilling. Next, I hear that Ontario has created something called Destination Streams—which are like Pathway Concentrations, only more wet and subject to the pull of gravity. Apparently, Ontario students who reach Grade 8 must decide whether to take Applied or Academic courses in Grade 9. However, if the student’s chosen Destination Stream is university, he/she will need at least an 85% average to get in—if the family can afford it at all. (I went to Mount Allison on 65% in 1965.) Meanwhile, about 20% can’t cope with the curriculum as it is. Which means about 63,000 kids currently in high school have no hope of graduating, to accompany B-average academics with no hope of getting into university. Perhaps they can team up on the planning and execution of bank heists and break-and-entry—there’s a Destination Stream for you. What’s going on? Is this an attempt to lower wages through supply and demand, by flooding the market with labour? Or does the concept that individuals can slot into denominations like coins in a vending machine represent the one model our provincial politicians understand? I’m reminded of the Laffer Curve, an elegantly simple economic model whose only drawback is that it is false. Nonetheless, the Laffer Curve formed the basis for Reaganomic—because it suited Reagan’s personal ideology, and because he could get his head around it. Just as the Laffer Curve appealed to Republicans in the 1980s, just as phrenology and eugenics appealed to conservatives of the last two centuries, I wonder if the theory behind this trend in education represents a similar attempt of conservatives to remodel Canadian civil society from the ground up. After all, many prominent and vocal Canadians don’t like Canada much. Their arguments are well-represented in The National Post. And if you want to change a country, get them while they’re young. At the same time, given that we live in a country with one of the highest standards of living in the world, how in hell do these people think Canada got this way? Was it our natural resources? Russia has plenty of natural resources, as do Brazil and Argentina. Proximity to the United States? So has Mexico. Is it our social cohesion, our huge population base, our brilliant leaders, our military might? Oh, please. What has set Canada apart, especially since the Second World War, has been a relatively egalitarian public-school system—a relative meritocracy in which, by effort and talent, it’s possible for a person to choose and excel in the field in which he/she is interested, whether or not he/she chooses the right parents. Something wrong with this idea? A bit messy for some people? Too many arrivistes hopping onto the class above, lacking proper table manners, accents, skin tone? Where are we going here? Do we want to be like France, where positions in the bureaucracy are bequeathed like heirlooms from one generation to the next? Or the U.S., where it’s not considered the least bit strange to name a future industrialist Henry Ford III? Do we want a British-style aristocracy, whose offspring develop underbites at the right schools, with positions of privilege awaiting them like seats at the opera? Of course I may be biased. My great-grandfather was a farmer; my grandfather was a yardman for the CNR; my father worked for an insurance company; my siblings include two musicians and a teacher. Not so upwardly mobile on the income scale perhaps, but in terms of personal horizons, it represents an expansion I had always assumed to be the Canadian way. If this is no longer the way things work, someone should at least explain why. Source: John MacLachlan Gray, The Globe and Mail, November 26, 2002, jmgray@globeandmail.ca)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11106&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2002 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 14, Number 5, March 2002 Looking back 70 years ago It is not too much to say that the very fundamentals of our system are being vigorously challenged and attacked by powerful groups and interests whose only thought is to bring about drastic reductions in educational expenditures without the slightest regard to the efficiency of the system, and without giving any consideration to the inalienable rights of the children and youth of the present generation. By adopting sane, practical, and progressive policies, British Columbia has developed a system of education second to none on the North American continent, as is evidenced by surveys recently made. These policies have not resulted in, nor from, extravagances, and it can readily be proved that from even the business man’s point of view, the advances made have all resulted in obtaining better value for money spent. (The B.C. Teacher, March 1932) 50 years ago For a considerable period there has been an increasing tendency toward the establishment of large and larger schools and, side by side with that tendency, there has been a resultant unrest affecting many of our best teachers. By experience they have come to the conclusion that the large school has certain irremediable disadvantages. One of these is the impersonal character of the big school. (The B.C. Teacher, March 1952) 30 years ago The school paper: bane or blessing? The student newspaper need not be a destructive outlet for would-be revolutionaries or, on the other hand, a mouthpiece for the principal. It can be a real asset to a school—if it is properly handled. As a first premise it is wise to admit that the appearance of any paper on campus cannot be prevented; attempts to forbid circulation of outside papers usually fail and in the process simply provide status and notoriety for those papers. (The B.C. Teacher, March 1972) 10 years ago Why affiliate? Affiliating empowers us, as Canadian citizens, as teachers, as workers. Through affiliation with Canada’s largest labour central, we can advance the economic, professional, and social goals we teachers have for education and for the broader society. Organized labour shares our perspectives regarding the purpose and goals of the public school system: to give all students an education that will prepare them to be full and participating members of a democratic society. (Teacher Newsmagazine, February/March 1992) – Chris Bocking, Keating Elementary School, Saanich)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7742,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 4, January/February 2005 Is it a library or a bookstore? by Chris Bocking My elementary school library has been closed for almost a week. Why? Well, a huge transnational corporation based in the United States has been using it as a profit centre. Yes, Scholastic Corporation has set up its books, pencils, stickers, and posters in attractive displays, and the students have been encouraged to bring money to school to support this "book" event. Teachers who see Scholastic as a benign presence like being able to purchase books and stickers for their students. They argue that book sales raise money for the library. I suggest that these reasons are insufficient and that teachers should not support commercialism in the public school system. Richard Robinson, who is not only chair, but also president and CEO of Scholastic Corporation, says on his company’s web site that his company is "dedicated to helping children around the world to read and learn." How noble. That mammoth company had revenues of $2.23 billion in 2004. Elsewhere on the web site, we learn that the good people at Scholastic are "helping children learn, grow and be happy." Staggering profits could not be achieved without willing support and tireless efforts of the teachers who volunteer tens of thousands of hours promoting Scholastic’s products to their students, collecting the forms, filling out papers, supervising book sales, and so on. Scholastic is excited about the Internet’s possibilities for bringing future growth. In May of 2004 alone, Scholastic’s teacher web site had 1.26 million unique visitors. I have heard from teachers about the ease of ordering products online or using Scholastic’s phone service. Does anybody still want to consider the library the heart of a school? Closing it down and turning it into a private, for-profit book and junk-item store to raise money is wrong. That should not happen. And teachers’ time could be spent in better ways than padding the profits of the largest book company on the planet. For information on the upcoming Public Education Not For Sale II conference, February 18–19, 2005, go tobctf.ca/notforsale/PrivatizationConference. Chris Bocking teaches at Keating Elementary School, Saanich. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141007,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/issues/research.aspx?id=5816,BCTF > A case study of the role of specialist support teachers in 2 Nanaimo elementary schools  	Untitled Page  For Teachers For Parents For Media Home E-mail Lists Links A to Z Index Contact Us Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources Home > Issues in Education > Inclusive Education > Research Project A Case Study of the role of specialist support teachers in two Nanaimo elementary schools by Lois Gair, Maureen Hancock, and Patricia Joly June, 2003 Section 1: Student and staffing demographics 1. School G School G is situated in the heart of Nanaimo, drawing from a middle-class, culturally-diverse community. Enrolment for 2002–03 is down from the previous year. Student headcount was 304 in 2001, compared to the current total of 283 students (a decline of 6.9%). FTE (full-time equivalent) staffing is down from 15.536 in 2001 to 14.696 in 2002 (a decline of 5.41%). While staffing has declined less than enrolment, there are actually considerably fewer teachers in the school this year: the teacher headcount dropped from 22 (2001) to 16 (2002), a reduction of 27%. Administrative staff consists of one full-time principal. One full-time secretary provides office support. There is one school caretaker, one library technician, and two noon-hour supervisors. There are eight Educational Assistants, one of whom fills a zone/itinerant position. Student Support Services provides itinerant services through one Speech and Language Pathologist, one School Counselor, one Child and Youth Care Worker, and one School Psychologist. Teaching staff consists of 15 teachers. Class-size data Kindergarten: a.m. 19     p.m. 16   K/1   20 (7 Kindergarten, 13 Grade 1) Grade 1   22   Grade 2   23   Grade 2/3   22   Grade 3   24   Grade 4   27   Grade 5   26   Grade 5/6   26   Grade 6   30   Grade 7   20   Special education categories include: Category A (Physically dependent) 1 Category B (Deaf/Blind) 0 Category C (Moderate/profound intellectual disability) 1 Category D (Physical Disability/Chronic Health) 6 Category E (Visual Impairment) 0 Category F (Deaf/Hard of Hearing) 1 Category G (Autism) 1 Category H (Intensive Behaviour/serious mental illness) 1 Category K (Mild Intellectual Disability) 1 Category P (Gifted) 6 Category Q (Learning Disability) 2 Category R (Moderate behaviour support/mental illness) 7 Total designated students: 27 2. School H School H is situated in north Nanaimo, drawing from a high-socio-economic-status, culturally-diverse community. Student headcount enrolment is down from last year, from 472 in September 2001, to 451 in September 2002, a decline of 4.5%. Expressed in terms of FTE, enrolment declined from 448.0 (2001) to 428.0 (2002), or -4.46%. The school lost one division in September 2002. The current enrolment of 451 includes 13 ESL students, 2 International students, 18 students designated with special needs, and 13 gifted students. There were 22.815 FTE teachers at the school in September, 2001, down to 21.932 in September 2002, a reduction of 3.87%. While there has been a resource room model at School H in the past, it was not required this year, and all students are fully integrated into classrooms. There is a diverse cultural mix within the school, including children of Vietnamese, Chinese, East Indian, and First Nations descent. There has been a greater number of severe behavior students in the past; however, a number of these student have been de-designated this year. Administrative staff consists of one full-time principal and one 0.4 FTE vice principal. There are six full-time educational assistants at School H, and the school has tried to double up the low incidence students (i.e., place two in one class) so that most classes with low incidence pupils will have full-time EA coverage. At this school there are currently 23 teaching staff and 18 divisions. There are two Learning Assistance teachers: one full-time position encompasses Intermediate Learning Assistance, ESL, ESD, and Primary gifted, and one 0.6 Primary position covers Primary LA and ESL (the school librarian works with the Intermediate gifted students). Student Support Service provides itinerant service through one Speech and Language Pathologist, one School Counselor, and one School Psychologist. A School Planning Council was established at School H last year and has continued on this year. The school currently has between 80 and 90 regular parent volunteers. Monthly newsletters are posted on the school web site and/or sent home with students. Each student is provided with a school planner at the beginning of the year, which also contains the school handbook. School H’s ESL program was audited this year, which resulted in two students being de-designated. Class size data Kindergarten: a.m. 21     p.m. 21   K/1   21 (6 Kindergarten, 15 Grade 1) Grade 1   24   Grade 1/2   21 (8 Grade 1, 13 Grade 2) Grade 2   23   Grade 2/3   19 (9 Grade 2, 10 Grade 3) Grade 3   23   Grade 3/4   23 (15 Grade 3, 8 Grade 4) Grade 4   28   Grade 4/5   29 (19 Grade 4, 10 Grade 5) Grade 5   27   Grade 5   29   Grade 6   29   Grade 6   30   Grade 6/7   29 (16 Grade 6, 13 Grade 7) Grade 7   29   Grade 7   30   Special education categories include Category A (Physically dependent) 2 Category B (Deaf/Blind) 0 Category C (Moderate/profound intellectual disability) 0 Category D (Physical Disability/Chronic Health) 4 Category E (Visual Impairment) 0 Category F (Deaf/Hard of Hearing) 0 Category G (Autism) 3 Category H (Intensive Behaviour/serious mental illness) 1 Category K (Mild Intellectual Disability) 0 Category P (Gifted) 13 Category Q (Learning Disability) 1 Category R (Moderate behaviour support/mental illness) 7 Total designated students: 31 Section 2: The changing role of the specialist support teacher Staff interviewed for data collection A variety of staff at both schools were interviewed to provide data. Interviews were held with specialist support teachers, one Principal, and one classroom teacher. The specialist teachers were interviewed more extensively, all being asked the same series of questions. In addition to the school-based specialists, the following specialist support staff were also interviewed: District Specialists, two low incidence teachers (1.0 FTE), a teacher of the hearing impaired, a teacher of the visually impaired, and one district gifted/enrichment resource teacher. The specialist teachers have an impressive special education background, including specific university coursework, district in-services, and specialized workshops. The information they provided has been analyzed for common themes. In the section below, each theme is identified and synthesized in a key statement, with comments from informants below the key statement Changes in the specialist teacher’s role, and increased caseload, are problematic: The role of the specialist support teacher (school-based and district-based) has changed dramatically over the past several years, and specifically, over the past year, with the result that workload/caseloads have increased substantially. This is impacting negatively on these teachers’ capacity to meet students’ needs and to support the work of classroom teachers. Changes in role and workload/caseload issues have meant that classroom teachers are overwhelmed with increased responsibilities once performed or supported by the specialist support teachers. “My caseload has increased 40% over the past three years.” “My caseload has doubled over the past 15 years.” “My caseload has increased over the years, and more than tripled this year.” “My caseload has tripled over the past three years.” Since 1988, every year the workload increases not a little bit, but dramatically. There is no comparison between the LA roles from 1988 to 2003. There are more students on my caseload, and the demand for support within a school increases each year. There are more assessment demands and an incredible increase in paperwork. Classroom teachers feel unable to give up lunch-time and after-school time to meet as they can’t keep up with the classroom demands, thus it is harder to find consultation time. The diversity of the role is changing dramatically. We are now expected to pick up the role of the former IST, ESL/ESD, and gifted teachers. We are not provided with assessment tools, or training, and “You have to pick up everything on the fly,” which is not very professional. There is no longer a feeling of control over the big picture, only the day-to-day activities. We are working in “survival mode,” putting out fires; there is no time for prevention; we are in crisis management mode. There is no time for planning, reflection, or anything proactive. (Site based management model). On paper, the LA teacher’s caseload and workload may not appear to have changed. However, due to the additional responsibilities added on this year, it has changed significantly. As the chair of the School Based Team, the LA teacher needs to schedule meetings, plan agendas, dates, and organize which staff need to be in attendance. The LA teacher is case manager for several students, all of them being low incidence students. H/She is responsible for making contact with outside agencies, parents, and physicians, ensuring documentation such as testing and health information is complete and up-to-date. As well, there is the LA caseload, which includes planning, contact with students, report cards, parent meetings, and teacher consultations. The caseload is very heavy, and staffs feel they are “chronically behind.” When staff become ill, they feel even more pressure, and further behind. There is more sickness among staff; people are feeling more pressure, but still trying to make time. Staffs are very busy, working extra hours, tired, and becoming ill. Classroom teachers are overwhelmed by increased responsibilities, often struggling to find time to be open to new resources, and adaptations. Paperwork is excessive: There is too great an emphasis on completing paperwork required for auditing purposes. Paperwork demands are having a negative impact on the capacity of specialist support teachers both to meet student needs and to support the work of classroom teachers. The students come first, the paperwork is done outside school hours. There is too much paperwork, and documentation, with pressure to prove things, which is unnecessary. I would like to see more value placed on teachers’ professional judgment. Paperwork definitely gets in the way of helping students. Some things don’t get done well because you are trying to push through too much in a day. There is no time to think, reflect, or process, and that really saddens me. I am concerned what will happen if we are accredited, as I am not sure that I am able to keep up with the paperwork that is demanded. You almost need one day weekly for secretarial, consult time, and programming, if you were really doing your job effectively. There is more paperwork required, especially with the low incidence students. There is inadequate release time to do this properly. Collaboration and professional relationships are deteriorating: The capacity to collaborate is severely reduced this school year, as both specialist support teachers and classroom teachers all have increased workloads, which makes finding time for meetings much more difficult. There is growing frustration, and some evidence of deteriorating relationships, as time and resources for collaboration are reduced or eliminated. Typically the LA teacher is the SBT chairperson, which requires calling meetings, setting agendas, recording minutes, being responsible to ensure that recommendations are followed through, which all occurs before and after core hours. It is difficult to get people together, there is no one to co-ordinate, ideas often are not acted on, and follow-up is weak. There are fewer meetings with parents for the district specialists. There are fewer at the school level, so fewer with us. I have 9 schools, and attend SBT meetings almost every day, in the morning, at lunch, and after school. Relationships are deteriorating at all levels, because time is at such a premium. Contact with parents is generally done at home, by phone, in the evening. There is a feeling of frustration that I am not able to meet and support people (such as SEAs) in a timely fashion. Classroom teachers are extremely busy and it is becoming harder for them to find time to meet and consult. Some staff members want the same level of service as in past years, and cannot see how this is not possible due to the cuts. The cuts are very real, yet remain invisible to some. It is frustrating for the support teachers who are pressured to provide more, with less. Service delivery models and capacity have been negatively impacted this school year: There have been significant changes in the model of service delivery and in the resources for supporting inclusion. This has had a major impact on student learning, reducing many services which in previous years were available to students, but now are either much less accessible or not available at all. There are also reductions in the number of specialist support teachers, as well as in the time they are allocated for their support roles. At the same time, many specialists are expected to take on much-expanded roles, which may include areas previously handled by other specialists. All of these changes have a negative impact on service delivery to students. Students get less assessment, less daily intervention, fewer resources, and less access to fewer district specialist teachers. The new site-based model has dramatically reduced the number of district support people available. How can we expect one person at a school to have the expertise, resources, and connections which were previously provided by a number of district specialists? The specialist teacher had the specified training, greater access to resources, and had developed connections, which often enabled them to obtain information in a more timely fashion. Many of them are no longer in those roles. The LA teacher has a locked-in schedule, which greatly hinders their ability to communicate with other professionals, parents, etc., during the day. I am no longer working with many of the students I formerly did, i.e., students who are able to meet the learning outcomes of the curriculum with some extra support. I am now spending much time filling in the gaps of other eliminated specialist teaching positions. I feel I cannot provide the quality of service I believe students need, and that I was able to provide in the past. For instance, I am now working with a wider range of students than previously, and they aren’t getting the individual instructional time I was formerly able to provide, when I was able to work with smaller groups. In relation to the question about has the bar been raised (grey area students, i.e., those students needing additional support but not having a special need designation), the answer is “Yes.” Teachers are less willing to designate students when they realize there is only a minimal level of district support. The LA time has been cut. There is less flexibility in scheduling due to this cut. This means that the child does not get LA support when it may be best for him/her, but gets it when it fits into the tight schedule. Actual contact time with students has decreased. These students are not given consideration now, as there are so many designated students who need attention. There is no longer a District Specialist teacher to handle the most needy. Only the profoundly gifted or profoundly handicapped are considered for specialist services. It was the role of the IST (Individual Support Teachers) to be expert in understanding the unique needs of low incidence students. I believe that my program is now very fragmented, as I am now teaching such a wide variety of areas. In years past, the guideline identifying who was to receive LA was students who were no more than two years below their current grade placement. Now it appears the opposite is true, only the most severe of cases get services. There is less time for the high incidence students, and there is a loss of expertise as LA teachers are doing less Learning Assistance. The model of service delivery for ESL/ESD students has changed. Some teachers may be able to provide more actual contact time with these students, but many do not have the training in the unique needs of ESL/ESD students. As well, there are few resources available, and teachers spend a great deal of time trying to find what is available. Ethical dilemmas and equity issues are growing: The specialist support teachers are troubled by what they consider to be ethical dilemmas in terms of what they say to parents about the limited services their children are receiving, and in terms of making difficult choices about which children get service when resources are stretched and limited. Equity issues emerge when teachers see that some students receive services and some do not, or that some schools may be better served with support than others. We are faced with an ethical dilemma in that we cannot carry out our responsibilities in the manner that we believe they should be carried out, because of a lack of time, resources, and support. Ethically, I think we all know what to do, but we don’t have the time to do it. There are a lot of ethical issues around accountability. We don’t have the expertise to present decisions to parents of some of our low incidence students. As time goes on I think that all teachers need a short course in law. Ethics are compromised at times. Designating or not designating, we know certain student should be designated, but it implies so much extra work that we don’t have time to designate them. I see equity issues between schools. I fear the move to site-based management will not help. I see teachers who feel they are not physically able to give the student all that they feel they should, and are stressed about what they perceive as their own personal failure. I see students who need additional support from the community, yet due to cuts that support is not always available either. Leadership at school, district, and provincial levels is reduced or deteriorating: The shift toward school-based management has impacted district leadership, with less evidence of central district support for Special Education and Learning Assistance. But there is also a dearth of leadership at provincial and school levels. This is primarily caused by the severe reduction in resources which is inadequate for enabling the kinds of systemic leadership and support which are necessary to make inclusion effective. There has been a continual deterioration in the number of district staff to the point that there is now very minimal support available. This reduction is problematic in that the Learning Assistance teachers are no longer receiving the in-service they once received and there is very little support available to assist us with our most challenging students. There are not enough district staff to support the schools in addressing the needs of the low incidence students. School-based staff no longer know how to access information or material needed due to the reduction in district staff, particularly the IST (Individual Support Teachers) positions. Provincially, the requirements for designating students are too severe. There are many students who should be designated, but don’t quite “fit into the box,” and who are therefore not designated. The criteria for categories like chronic health are obscene. Inclusion began with support, but this support had been on a steady downslide. The responsibility of the teachers is no longer realistic without better support. The district leadership I work with appear to be as powerless as everyone else. At the school level, I see administrators trying to provide leadership to the best of their abilities, but with such deep cuts, they too appear powerless. On many issues, there appears to be no one to turn to. Communication is poor. There were changes to the designation paperwork, with very little communication about these changes, and no training. The Special Education Association (SEA) appears to be the only place where training can be obtained. The frustrating aspect is the changes, which occur without adequate training on what to expect or how to implement them. As there is no longer money for release time, district in-services are limited. Teachers’ job satisfaction is declining: Specialist support teachers’ morale is low and sinking. They report much-reduced job satisfaction, increased stress, and a feeling that they have little or no control over decisions affecting both their work and the students in their care. At the district level, there is a feeling of isolation, and no longer a sense of being a part of a team. There is no longer the chance to meet, collaborate, and plan with other specialists. The level of job satisfaction has been reduced as the role of the support person has been dramatically altered. There is no longer a feeling of control over the “big picture,” only in day-to-day activities. The level of job satisfaction has plummeted; because I am unable to do what I feel needs to be done. Change is happening out of our control. This said, I would not choose to go back to the classroom, but I would if I had no choice. Staff are worried and stressed that their job might be the next one cut. I think that all teachers are feeling isolated, and the morale is low because the demands on time are so great. There is no longer the time to reach out and network with other teachers. Most teachers feel they have to stay in their classroom, alone, just to keep up. People are too tired to plan social events. You never see anyone in the staff room in the mornings anymore as they are simply too busy. I don’t want to be a classroom teacher again as I feel that with the experience I now have, that would be a loss to the school. Even though it has changed dramatically, I still like what I do. I don’ t see how classroom teachers cope. The job is pretty isolated from other ESL/ESD teachers. However, they are also struggling with how best to do the job, so are unlikely to be able to offer much support. Each portion of my job is rewarding, but when taken together, it is too much. It was too many new tasks to start in one year. In past years, I have felt hopeful, making plans about how to improve for the next year. Now, I feel I am not valued as a professional. Too much emphasis is placed on what teachers do wrong, and no one seeing all the things teachers do well. The mentality has shifted from one of hope for the future, to one of “Oh God, what’s next?” I expect a change, but do not know what it will be. I have little control over this decision. I hope to remain at my current school, as I am “tired of moving.” My principal allows me as much control as possible. However, it appears the decisions are made “to him, and then to me”. As such, the changes are not the principal’s choice either, but all must comply. When we examine the history of the Ministry of Education and policy changes (such as the Primary Program, and decisions about report cards), changes come from the Ministry, without consultation. I enjoy my job a great deal, despite the stress. However, my morale is very low, and my outlook is poor. The impending budget cuts, changes, and layoffs create considerable stress. The prospect of changing assignments is out of my hands. I have no control over the decisions that will be made, or how they will impact my career. Conclusion The two elementary schools in this case study have not been as severely affected by staffing cuts as some schools in this and other districts. Nevertheless, the specialist support teachers describe worryingly high increases in caseloads and workloads, reduced services to students, increased paperwork, reduced collaboration, minimal capacity for leadership in a system being starved of resources, and disturbing ethical questions and dilemmas they face this school year. In almost every theme identified by the specialists in these schools, it is clear that impacts on students have been significant, and that teachers’ morale is sinking as they are unable to meet the needs of all their students.   About Us | News & Events | Publications | Advocacy & Action | Social Justice | Issues in Education © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2014/09/tentative-agreement-yes-or-no.html?showComment=1410991841638,Staffroom Confidential: Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, September 16, 2014 Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Despite what I know was a herculean effort on the part of our bargaining team, I very much hope that BC teachers will vote no to the tentative agreement. After five weeks of strike, and twelve years of legal battles, this is not the deal that will restore sanity to public education and it is not a fair deal for teachers and students. Just as teachers in Saskatchewan rejected a deal to ensure a better outcome, I hope BC teachers will consider a no vote to let our team know we have to go back to the bargaining table. Class size, composition The agreement provided a modified LIF fund starting at $75 million per year and increasing to $85 by the last year. It is for teachers only, which will mean a slight improvement in Districts where sizeable portions were spent on Education Assistants or senior District staff rather than teachers. However, in an average size District like Victoria (20,000 students, 1,000 teachers), this will translate into about 5-10 more teachers. That is one for every five schools. To put it in comparison, Justice Griffin's judgement estimated the lost funding due to lost class size language at about $330 million in current dollars. (Read more here about the proposed Education Fund.) I heard so many teachers speak up about the need to ensure that we do not return to over-crowded classes when the strike ends. This agreement does very little to alleviate what is the most pressing issue. Throwing away the court victory The agreement provides a "reopener" in the event we win on appeal our class size language. What this means is that the language returns, but is not implemented until new language is negotiated. Without the actual implementation of the returned language, there will be very little incentive for the government to bargain it back. We would essentially be back in the very same position we are in today, with government trying to bargain it out and us trying to bargain it back in. In my opinion, even if we were legislated back to work we would be in a superior position. If we won the appeal the government would then be forced to implement the language. We are thus throwing away our historic court victory and the bargaining pressure it potentially creates. The reopener is really only mildly less offensive than E80. In both cases, we have to bargain back what was illegally taken from our contract and the government will probably never have to restore it. In fact, the "reopener" creates the perfect opportunity for government to lock us out to try and force us to agree to something far inferior. Throwing away the remedy for the last twelve years The agreement provides $105 million to compensate for grievances over-sized classes for the last twelve years. Using Justice Griffin's estimates, our loss is roughly $300 million times 12 = over $3 billion. I cannot fathom how $105 million is a fair compromise. The BCTF's original proposal to put this money back into the system was a more fair and productive approach. This agreement means we can no longer go to the courts for a fair remedy. Wages The agreement is very close to government's original offer. While I would be willing to accept this if the class size language was returned, teachers should not be taking such a significant monetary loss without the commensurate gain in working conditions. We have lost roughly 12% of our annual salary. We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut. Minimal improvements There are very minimal improvements in preparation time for elementary teachers (10 minutes per week), and TTOC daily rate. The TTOC daily rate change may depend on your grid placement. It could actually be a wage loss for long term TTOCs who are above category 5 and step 7. There is also $11 million in health and dental benefits. At 40,000 members, this is $275 each. Hardly worth consideration in the context of the rest of the agreement. What next? There are a variety of options if we vote no. We can continue the strike. We can choose to return to work and continue bargaining. We do not, and should not, accept an agreement that doesn't meet our needs and doesn't meet the needs of students and public education. When Saskatchewan teachers rejected the first deal which had 5.5% wage increases over four years, the second deal had 7.3% increases over four years. They have said this still isn't good enough. For us, our main issue is classroom conditions. We need to say this isn't good enough. The way to do that is to vote no. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 7:48 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 124 comments: Troy MooreSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:17 PM The EC recommendation states the open clause will be argued from restored language. However, selling our grievances for nothing as the 105 million is strike savings, is plenty of reason to vote no. Further, no composition caps, but a fund controlled by Superintendents is enough reason to vote no. Thursday I will vote no.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:06 PM Re-opener also says "education fund" in place until new language bargained, so old language can disappear forever.Delete Reply Mme RousseauSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:33 PM Government starved us to death hoping we'd vote yes to whatever deal they'd offer. Planned it from the start.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:07 PM We can sill choose (collectively) to return to work if we reject this deal. Many options.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:09 PM Great analysis, Tara! I think that returning to work would be a bad idea. This will frustrate parents more if they need to find new ways to deal with taking care fo kids. USe the money given to you by the other unions. I am a teacher who had to quit for stress over the terrible condition of work (split FI grade 4/5, several low LD kids with little support, one severe with no support, 2 gifted (no support), and a principal who expected me to teach 2 separate social studies AND science programs)Delete Reply Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:56 PM Good points by all but the gov't succeeded in starving my family out and completly breaking us. I will be voting YES and live to fight another dayReplyDelete Replies schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:21 PM 'Fight another day'? In the last twelve years that we have been pushing back against this government, never has the tide tide been so much with teachers, class size/composition, and public education - and never has the government been pushed back onto the ropes (especially with the call for binding arbitration). What 'other day' is being proposed that we wait for? Now is the time. Vote 'no' and give the BCTF bargaining team a renewed mandate to get a decent deal for students and teachers.Delete Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:10 PM "Another day" means to wake up and realize that 2more weeks means my family of 5 could lose our home. It means I will do all I can to recall Cc, Factbender, and other mla's, and maybe even having "a guy I know" have a chat with them. In year 1 of their reign, I don't believe they even know what "the ropes" are. I will vote YES ...for my family, and I can live with thatDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:12 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply Karen FergusonSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:03 PM Just a question: When the Saskatchewan teachers voted no, had they already been on strike for 5 weeks?ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM No. They are working with no contract. They are not on strike.Delete Shannon DavisSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:23 AM I am a Saskatchewan teacher. We are not on strike; we are currently in the conciliation process after voting "no" to 2 previous offersDelete Reply "Mama Rose"September 16, 2014 at 9:27 PM Can we truly return to work without agreeing and continue bargaining? When I suggested returning to work a few weeks ago, the answer was "being on strike puts pressure on the gov't and without pressure they have no reason to settle." And can you explain more how legislating us back would be better than agreeing to this deal? And finally, why would the BCTF executive put forward a deal that was not a good one?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:30 PM Because they need confirmation of the resolve of the membership to get something better. That is what a no vote does.Delete Reply Troylana MSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:28 PM some great points to ponder, tara......thinking thinking....ReplyDelete schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:43 PM If we vote 'no' to the tentative deal we still have options: We'd not have a contract. But we could... a) strike with full picket lines b) partially strike with phase 1 (work-to-rule) in schools c) partially strike with periodic/rotating job action d) continue negotiating e) return to work and re-escalate strike f) some/all of the above ReplyDelete Replies Caroline MackenzieSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:21 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:14 PM a) will expedite matters (I say less that 3 days)Delete Reply danabjornsonSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:05 PM I am thinking that a legislated, crappier contract would only be in effect for 2 years max (before elections...). If we take this offer, then we will be agreeing to this pseudo-E80. Should we win the court case (which we likely will), we will have to settle on the terms of the THIS negotiated contract which doesn't actually restore learning conditions; it simply allows for those conditions to be negotiated. If we say n, then we default to the 2002 contract, which DOES restore the language. A "yes" vote is saying that we are good on "crumbs"; a "no" vote is saying we want an actual meal. That's my understanding, anyway. Please correct me where I am wrong, Tara. :)ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:44 PM And word is IF they legislate, they could opt to legislate back Grade 10-12 only causing the union to have to lay off all teachers and re-hire based on seniority. That will tear the union at the seams pitting teacher against teacher for those positions. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:17 PM There will be a general strike if that were to happen! They better not do this. They will regret it.Delete Reply imaginefunlearningSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:09 PM Some good points on the background of our fight over the past 12 years, which I have been actively engaged in; however we need to recognize the climate we are in. We are not in Sask. people! We have just come through a very long summer!! We need to thank our @bctf bargaining team & recognize the toll this has taken on all of us & our families. I don't have the luxury of more time on the strike line. This may be as good as it gets. Let's read the agreement and consider getting back to work and making some $ again! That's my 2 cents worth, which would come in really handy right now!!!ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:18 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply RobSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:11 PM Go back in work to rule mode. Work this winter to recall every Liberal MLA. ThAt is the only way to apply pressure to these criminals. ReplyDelete Replies Kate RestonSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:03 PM Recall! Not sure who won the battle but the war is still onDelete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:14 AM Well said Kate... I agree 100%Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:20 PM I think say NO and a better deal will be done in less than 3 days. These guys are not criminals, they are lower than that. I bet they get a sick pleasure in hurting the kids and the teachers.Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:31 PM An official recall is in the works: https://www.facebook.com/groups/316129595235450/?fref=ts Please consider joining.Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:26 AM Leah - do you honestly think anyone who voted BC Liberal did so thinking that they would act any differently on the education file?Delete Reply JJSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:16 PM I am glad to see other members who share my views. I am outraged at a 1.2 percent "raise" in salary per year that doesn't even meet inflation of currently 2%. I feel used and abused.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:23 PM Not to mention all of the other pittance! I am actually surprised that Iker asked teachers to vote on this! Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:18 PM Hi Tara Thanks for the summary! Will we be able to vote NO to the deal, but vote YES to returning to work? Will there be three options when we vote Thursday? Why did the BCTF agree to a substandard deal for us? If we vote no to a deal that was recommended to us, the teachers look like the bad guys and public approval will plummet. I am very disappointed and frustratedReplyDelete Replies KataSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:12 AM Public approval will not necessarily plummet. I have seen strikes where the membership has voted against the executive's "best results to date", and ended up with a better offer. This offer is an insult. The $300 million will not bring funding to the national average (I believe). More importantly, the wage offer is half of the average wage increase for public and private workers (StatsCan). Delete Reply MontySeptember 16, 2014 at 10:19 PM Thank you, Tara. My thoughts too, more clearly expressed. As well, Thursday is too soon to vote, too soon to vote, too soon to vote........ReplyDelete Richard ChalkeSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:21 PM Vote no and lose every shred of public support...just sayin!ReplyDelete Replies UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:31 AM I am a member of the public and would support a "no" vote. js!.Delete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:01 AM Richard Chalke, NO you won't! I am a mother with 3 adopted special needs children who need to be in a class that is designed for them and others like them (my kids are academically slightly delayed but their issues are more social and behavioural) where they can receive the education they deserve taught in a way they can comprehend. I will speak now for all the parents I know, and we will support the teacher's if they continue to fight for our children's best interest.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:28 PM It might not be pretty at first, but once we explain things (and I hope the Mandarin-speaking teachers flood the Richmond organization that voiced their concerns), they will back us. The 3 billions that the judge came to is the first I hear about. This should be stated to every newsmedia comment section in the province. Minimize pickets and flood those outlets with commenters, just like the Liberals do. Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:45 PM I am a member of the public and a single Mother of a child in the public school system. You will NOT lose one bit of my support if you vote no. I know that you are sacrificing so that my child can have a better education, and I am most grateful for it. Having said that, I also know that you are exhausted and broke. I have been dreading that you may have to settle for less than what you (we) deserve because the government succeeded in breaking you. I am not in your shoes, so cannot judge. If the vote is a yes, I understand and I am still behind you. Delete Reply Alison RocheSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:25 PM It is a crap deal. It's always a crap deal. Once you raise the stakes to striking, anything else is a cave in. The last time we walked out was the 3 day illegal strike where I threw away 1200$ and got EXACTLY the same contract I had the year before. The BCTF called it a win because they didn't rip up MORE of my contract. Ridiculous. There are a few of us that believe that working to contract, doing 100% of your teaching job and nothing more (like paying for supplies out of your own pocket or EC) is the only way teachers will survive this government. What if they get re-elected again? Then what? Teachers have lost thousands to these clowns to make "statements" about the state of public education in this province. We can't keep sacrificing ourselves and our families. And in the meantime, you talk to parents about why you have to take this crappy road. Because up until this strike they mostly didn't care about the state of education, but god forbid you didn't run a Sports Day. Then suddenly they wanted to know what the hell was going on. Keep the conversation going in schools. Attend your PAC meetings and stop enabling this govt to underfund and overwork the system. And still get paid!ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:20 AM I am very excited at the prospect of returning to my beloved job on Friday. However I will NOT continue to put my personal money into my classroom and I will be seriously reconsidering my involvement in extra curriculars. I think we shoot ourselves in the foot with all the unpaid work we so willingly volunteer to do. Delete Reply FCSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:38 PM I heard a rumour last week from a loose lipped government insider that after the 22nd, depending on the outcome of the negotiations the Liberals were going to announce a 3 step process. I was not clear if this was based on 3 steps to resolve the strike (perhaps the 3rd step is legislation??) or 3 steps to overhaul the education system, either way, they will settle it outright. I wish you all luck and all the information that you need to make a sound decision of what you feel is best.ReplyDelete Replies Lisa BurrowsSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:53 PM I have heard similar rumours. On the 23rd, the gov. was planning on introducing a $6000 per year voucher system for 3 choices: an academic or trades program, or something called EducationCanada. Not clear whether their intention was to privatize the public system, de-certify teachers and hire them back under new wage/benefits. Not clear where these rumours originated from. Maybe fear tactics to get teachers to vote yes. In any event, I plan on voting yes. I signed up to be a teacher, not a martyr. This strike has cost us a lot. We need to regain our livelihood and hopefully continue the conversation about class composition. We have at least awakened many people to the issue, and the court case is still an avenue that could eventually improve teaching and learning conditions.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:33 PM I urge all teachers to fight and say NO to this deal. Retired teacher who had to retire because horrendous work conditions. Make me proud. They will not last long if you say NO! I know this is tough, but there is money and I hear that Van City does offer loan at low to 0 %. Banks do allow you to miss a mortgage payment. Go talki to your banker.Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM Will school districts require teachers to make up missed days, as suggested in the media? Will the school calendar be changing to make up for the missed three weeks and if so will we be made aware of those changes PRIOR to the vote? ReplyDelete KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:41 PM "Wages..... We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut." And that is the cost of going on strike!!! There is nothing that can be done about that. You cannot go on strike and put up the raise you want every week to compensate for your time on strike - it doesn't work that way.ReplyDelete Replies Drew StevensonSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:59 AM I believe the missing "..." Suggests that they meant to refer to the losses against inflation since the last wage step increase. Thus this contract does not allow us to recover the buying power lost to inflation since the last non contract or "0%" year. Add those up and compare against the proposed increase and you see that by the end of the contract, we won't be able to afford the same value of goods (loaves of bread, watts of energy, litres of gas) that we could at the end of the last contracts term. It was not a comment about wages that were lost in the strike. Those are really small potatoes when compared to the grinding power of inflation over years and years. The next contract will use this latest for a bench mark so these losses to inflation will grind at all teachers for as long as they teach. A death of a thousand cuts to our ability to afford basic goods and services. Any raise less than inflation is a cut to the value placed on us and on our ability to pay our bills. Delete Reply Ed SSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:09 PM Having lost $20,000 (including summer school wages) as the single income for a family of five is far too much; I will be voting YES to the deal, unless the independently wealthy teachers out there who wish to continue the strike will pay my bills and mortgage for me.ReplyDelete Replies Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:14 PM I feel ya. Yes for meDelete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:18 AM Ed S. With all due respect (and I mean that), how did you lose $20,000 in the strike? Teachers were out 2 weeks (all out) before they were supposed to be in June, and now 3 weeks for the start of school? It is my understanding that teachers don't get paid through the summer months. Please correct me if I'm wrong, wherever I'm wrong. Shouldn't you have been financially alright for the summer months at least? Also all teachers knew this strike had a possibility of extending into the new school year but no one teacher budgeted for this possibility? I'm truly just trying to get a clear picture of where this all stems. NO disrespect intended.Delete BlairSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:12 AM Kelly, not Ed but if you look at the numbers there was the 10% lockout haircut in May/June plus the loss of most of June and the loss of much of September. In our 1 teacher (1 non) household we calculated a $9 K - $10 K loss so far. If you add summer school earnings you can easily make the loss in the $20 k zone. As for budgeting, we budget for the summer, but did not expect the 10% haircut, nor the loss of June/Sept days which completely messed our budgeting calculations. A very good friend (single teaching mother) was crushed by the loss of the June income and is without a penny today.Delete Mr. SmoothSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:35 PM The only one who didn't get a haircut was Jim Iker... and he needs one more than anyone else. What's with that over-coiffed 70"s mullet Jim? Does wonders for the BCTF brand image!Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:55 PM Jim's hair is not open for discussion in a respectful space like this. As for his salary, he is a teacher who does not get paid when we are on strike.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:04 PM Totally agree!Delete Reply Mr. GSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:24 PM If I thought they could do any better I would agree with voting NO, but you have to be realistic. The BCTF does not use professionals to bargain and always ends up with much less than they promise the membership when asking for a strike vote. While this is not a great deal for teachers, I really think you're fooling yourself if you think it'll get any better.ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:02 AM BCTF needs to be replaced with younger more adept representatives and advocates. Also, we should be hiring professional contract negotiators - you don't go into battle with cut throat corporate types with a wooden knife. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:37 PM This is BAD deal! Say NO to it and show those (expletives) that we will not take it anymore! Come on! Show them that teachers have a spine! They will respect us, oddly!Delete Reply retaSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:51 PM I agree with Richard. Those in the public that are uniformed would be furious, and there are many teachers who just can't afford to use their wages as their voice any longer - too much has already been donated to the government. In my opinion, the deal is pretty lame. I am sitting on the fence.ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:24 AM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:26 AM So true!!! I cannot afford to fight this battle for public education any longer. Why is this my personal and professional obligation??? However I think this deal is weak weak weak. I also think its the best we are going to get. Ideologically I'm on the fence but my wallet will vote YES.Delete Reply SirThinksToo MuchSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:54 PM My wife and I will be voting "Yes" on Thursday for it is the middle path. The easy path would have been for us to go back to school with E-80 & E-81 over our heads. The difficult path would be for us to vote "No" and put our mortgage at risk and having to continue asking retired parents for handouts to feed a family with three kids. The middle path is the wisest choice for us considering the current political climate in which those who do not teach are the quickest to judge it harshly.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:41 PM I understand that this is really tough for you! I almost died teaching a few month ago. I had to quit. Please consider holding on and say no. Remember the short loss in salary will be offset in the LONG-RUn by better salary increase. This is a joke! They will be laughing at you even more if we accept this. This is a very bad deal! However, I do respect your position!Delete Reply DaleSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:16 AM Why would classroom conditions be better on October 9th after being legislated back? We have been outplayed because of our stubborn refusal to outdated, tired old tactics. It is because of these actions that have led us to this terrible deal. Time to reset, regroup and stock up for the long haul. Can't do it if half the members commit hara kiri on themselves. We are a union of professionals not a cult. ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:49 AM Could not agree more.Delete schreck!September 17, 2014 at 9:44 AM Could you please advise which tactics you believe could have been used to secure a superior deal?Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:47 AM Full disclosure: I'm a BC Liberal supporter. The only people who would benefit from a NO vote are the BC Liberals. Teachers would be bargaining with no leverage whatsoever and would be viewed by a large segment of the population as unreasonable. The BC Liberals then get portray themselves as the only party capable of dealing with the BCTF. schreck! says that the BCTF has the government on the ropes, but he couldn't be farther from the truth. The government wants people to view the BCTF as their primary opponent. Disputes like this just shore up the BC Liberal base and protect its right flank. Any half-baked recall campaign will only reinforce that. It's true teachers aren't going to recoup the lost wages from the strike. I would suggest to you that that means this job action was probably not in teachers' interests, especially without any sort of appreciable strike fund. This is the best deal teachers were ever going to get with this government and people should have been able to recognize that in June. If you want my advice (which you probably don't), it would be to spend the next 5 years building up a strike fund, electing better leaders, and hiring a professional negotiating team. Don't bring a knife to a gunfight and expect things to go well. Focus on getting the best deal you can from whoever the government is rather than trying to change the government, the HST, Kinder Morgan or a thousand different issues that distract from education and erode the union's finances further. You'd be doing yourself a favour, and probably doing the NDP a favour at the same time. Also, if schreck! is David Schreck, you can thank his opposition to STV for the last two BC Liberal majorities. I know I do.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:11 PM One step would be to stop making political contributions to the NDP. This only contributes to the childish animosity and lack of trust that has constantly characterized negotiations. How else can the Socreds/Liberals view teachers except as enemies when they so publicly support their opponents. This stupid confrontational immature approach has to STOP!!!!! Education should not be a political fight when it is so obviously a valuable benefit to our society. It was an NDP government that legislated teachers back to work in 1993. Stop making education a political fight.Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:10 PM I don't think they have to go that far. CUPE and the Nurses still contribute to the NDP yet they don't have the same acrimonious relationship. CUPE and the Nurses just make their members their priority, and broader advocacy second.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:55 PM Ryan (possibly a Liberal paid commenter), with all due respect, I disagree with you. The cumulative increase in lieu of this will be better. Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can. I say to Iker, ask for 6% over 3 years because these people love to play the 15% over 15 year game to make it so big on the surface. Some people think that this is 15% every year. Believe me! I have seen it in comment sections. Others believe that the 15% is too high not understanding that they must divide things over the duration of the contract. It is time that we play it smarter. It is time to put the foot down and ask for money given to us by other unions, if it is needed. Banks can accept one late mortgage payment. It would be suicidal for them to not help. Imagine the possible damage if that ever leaks out. They could lose a lot in teacher money. I for one would pull my money out of a bank in support! Teachers are going to show this government that we have a spine! Enough is enough! Aren't you tired of being treated like kids? (Retired teacher who almost died in a car accident because of work conditions that were horrendous. I had to quit.)Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 AM Not paid by the BC Liberals. I pay them actually... :/ I imagine astroturfers of any affiliation wouldn't disclose their bias. "Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can." How did that work in May 2013? If the teachers reject a contract that their own union endorsed, it will make teachers seem unreasonable. Whether that perception is true or fair is irrelevant. It's what will happen, and teachers will be weaker as a result. Take my advice. Build up a strike fund and focus on the internal governance of the BCTF for the next 6 years. You'll be better off for it. Or not. I don't mind you or others making it easier for the party I support to get elected. I'd just rather not see kids and teachers hurt in the process.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:37 AM Ah! The "don't-hurt-kids" card, hey, when you have underfunded education for 12 years! WOW! That takes the cake! Are your trolling? Oh! You are serious? :) Would you be surprised if I don't follow your advice, considering your lack of logic? Would you be surprised if others don't follow your advice? It is ttue that bullies like you and your ilks love to show who is the boss, who is the teacher now! I suspect that is at the root of the problem! No one wants to fail in school! No one wants to get the strap! Sad that today's teachers don't like it too! But, who cares, we are ... teachers! We deserve it! BAH! BAH! BAH!Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:22 PM That's fine. I look forward to another 16 years of BC Liberal government.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:41 PM 16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate! Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan! Sociopaths do that!Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 9:35 AM "16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate!" 16 years of our opponents still don't understand why they lost. Like I said, that's fine with me. If I said the Liberals would be in power for at least another 13 years back in 2004 you probably would have laughed too. Heck, if I told you on May 13 last year that the BC Liberals would be reelected on May 14 you'd probably have laughed too. And you were wrong. Why is that? Answer that question if you want the NDP to win the next election. Without a correct answer to it, the NDP's cause is hopeless. "Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan!" You feel they are flawed, and that's fine. I don't go around calling people who disagree with me sociopaths, nor do I accuse them of being paid shills. But I also don't feel much need to address your ad hominems. There are logical arguments to support your position, but argumentum ad hominem is not one of them. It's a textbook logical fallacy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 1:15 PM Ah! Now I get it! It is all ego-based! You think because you voted the winning party that you are a winner and we are losers! You think because you predicted that the Liberals would win, you are winner. That does not make YOU a winner or the Liberals! It is called DEMOGRAPHICS, you expletives. The baby boomers are getting old and because they have more assets and won't make a whole lot more for too long, they need to vote a govn't who is going to do just that! It is not rocket science! WOW! You think you are so superior when your party stole an election with 47% of the popular vote. That's not a majority and your party should not have been elected. BTW, did you delete from your ethical memory the words Ethnic voting scandal? The field is slanted and you know it. However, you are so willing to minimize, forget the scams and bad fairplay tactics like a sociopath is allowed to minimize or ignore his or victims emotions that you don't see that you are the loser, we are the victim of your constant bullying. 1% wage increases after years of 0% increases and you can justify that when Yahoo reports that the average Canadian can hope to get 2.5% this and next year: https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html You Liberals behave like fascists, but we can't call you that because that's not allowed! Well! Guess what? It is and you are. Live with it! You keep on dreaming you are a genius! :) I am retired, getting soon a nice pension, and laughing at you from a beach somewhere! AHAHA! Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 2:14 PM What's with the name calling Peter? For someone claiming to be retired you really don't show the wisdom of age. For someone who talks about logic, you use logical fallacies like ad hominems a lot too. It's a fair point that the BC Liberals didn't get a majority of the vote (and I'm a very big supporter of electoral reform). The BC Liberals + Conservatives did though, and I don't think it's realistic to expect the BC Conservatives to have been more generous had they been part of government. Last time I checked I just voted. I didn't "victimize" anyone. Perhaps your rage is misplaced. If you think the election was "stolen" I'm afraid I have to question your grasp on reality though. "Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?" I'm glad you'll have a pleasant retirement Peter. I have no ill will towards you. I'm not sure why you think I do. I'm not saying people were *right* to vote BC Liberal. That's a matter of opinion. All I'm saying is people *did* vote BC Liberal. More voted BC Liberal than BC NDP for the last 5 elections in a row actually. You need to understand why that happened in order to change it for the next election. Clearly you're not interested in that though. Which is fair enough. Just remember next time you're upset about something the BC Liberals do that your lack of interest is part of why the BC Liberals get elected at all.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 3:23 PM I love your culture --or the lack of thereof! Guess what, stop thinking averybody is white and must follow your little rules. Namecalling? Sociopath? Whaaaat? And, what if you are? Still can't call you that? :) You fascist right-wingers are big on censorship! I just don't like you giving us lessons on how to get the NDP in. As stated, people are voting right of the NDP because it is a matter of demographics and a little ethnic vote buying on the side. The rest is mumbo jombo. Yes, of course, they will have to go on strike in the future and yes they will have to build a strike fund. The Liberals stole that from the BCTF too! And, you wonder why I don't have any respect for them? Yes, electoral reform is needed! We agree!Delete Reply JJ GeorgeSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:46 AM As a parent, I support the teachers and respect whether they choose to vote yes or no. However I noticed a discrepancy here from other information I've read regarding prep time for elementary teachers. Here it states minimal improvement to prep time - only 10 minutes per week being added. Elsewhere I read that it is 100 minutes per week for prep, increasing by an additional 10 minutes in the final year. That is a significant difference, and worth noting. Or have I completely misunderstood?ReplyDelete Replies Anne-MarieSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:59 AM Elementary teachers currently have 90 minutes of preparation time per week so an increase to 100 minutes per week is only gaining 10 minutes. In other provinces and some private schools they have as much as 45 minutes of prep time per day.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:56 PM Thank you for inquiring!Delete DW ZSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:57 PM You're right JJ George. There is a significant difference around the province regarding preparation times. In my district elementary teachers currently get 100 minutes of prep time. This new proposal is useless to me. I'll have to wait 6 years to gain an extra 10 minutes. Delete Reply UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:11 AM Almost nobody gets cost of living adjustments. Also inflation is NOT 2%. Do some research and look at the CPI for BC over the last 24 months. The average over the last 2 years is 0.7%, not 2%. The CPI changes every month so you cant just look at the highest month and declare that THE inflation rate. Check out the 12 month averages document for the actual numbers. http://www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/StatisticsBySubject/Economy/ConsumerPriceIndex.aspx All that being said I support the teachers. if you think this is a bad deal as a parent my dream would be for the teachers to vote no but continue bargaining because I do think the kids need to be in school and I do fear that the teachers will lose all support if the strike continues. All I ask as a parent is that you do your own research and try not to be swayed by all the opinions. ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:01 AM Inflation for August was 2.1% (http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/economy/cpi-report-expected-to-reveal-rise-in-canadas-core-inflation-rate/article20593943/). The CPI is a year-over-year calculation.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:43 AM Inflation should be looked at as a yearly average, not an individual month.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:34 PM The lawyers do not believe we have compromised our court deal. Our leadership would not have sold us out. We dodged a bullet. The Premier had something loaded even if we are not sure what it was. The idea that we could simply return to work is not guaranteed. I think a no vote could easily lead to the Liberals locking us out again because the Premier wants to crush us and she will use any excuse. She did not want to take the advice of her people and do this deal. I am certain a plan for drastic action (where we have to take the concessions they had planned) or worse - was in place. We can't guarantee the press will do any better job explaining the complexities should we say no. They rarely sided with us in markets outside of Vancouver where people are more political and they often misled or allowed others to mislead. They are not helping and would sensationalize. This would see dissolution of support very quickly - especially if we asked for wages. (Though admittedly it angers me that we can't ask for wages without being accused of being greedy when that is what most bargaining units do). But we have argued this is about kids and while this is not ideal - it is better to have teachers than not. The deal does suck in that it does not bring us to par - but this fight needs to be won with a strategy that is political and capacity will do that in another round. We have some support - but it is limited to the choir. We need to have the pews too. We need to build that capacity while working and continue to find allies because the fight is bigger than most people want to consider. This is about ideology and about privatization. Education always was political but never more so than now and we have to fight this party or the conservatives who would do the same or worse. No teacher who is responsible can ignore the politics any longer. That is simply the truth. If you work in the system you better get informed and you better be prepared to fight until retirement for the system. That said, I want to ask the same question others are asking: Why is this the job of 42,000 teachers and not the job of all citizens who want equality to fight for this right? It is time (while the conversation is still on-going and up to and including election night) for us to guide the public where we can but mainly play our part by not propping the system up. Make poverty known. Make noise about shortfalls, ask questions (in the media or in board offices ) about who is going to fix it instead of paying ourselves, volunteer some but wait for the pubic to step up so they see what schools lack. I hate the deal too. But I trust Vince Ready and Iker and I don't think we could have done better right now. I think we dodged a bullet because I have read everything this government has put out and followed the trail. They plan to privatize and they are just looking for the route. Voting YES for now does not mean we are giving up. It does not mean a win in the way we wanted but we have won a battle that will lead to us winning the war. If we don't rest up and stock up we might not get there.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:57 PM Well, if it is bigger than just this battle, then we will need ALL the unions to strike if they do indeed use drastic (draconian) measures. I say it is time for ALL of the unions to call a general strike. I guarantee that they will not like that one bit. What will they do then? Call the army? :) People in Europe, at the end of the 19th century stood up in mines. General strikes do occur in Europe and have. If you think you had it tough, think of them who stood tall for US in tougher times and conditions. Make sacrifices. Sell furniture. Tutor on the side. Ask for the BCTF money. Ask your banker to help. As friends and relatives. If we say NO, it won't last long. If they legislate us back, let's call a general province-wide strike of all unions. Delete Reply Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:47 AM Between CC's smug smile as she celebrates slaughtered teachers and Jim Iker's goofy grin - seemingly unaware that he has been a willing puppet, I am thoroughly disgusted. Over the next 5 years, teachers will be in an increasingly bad situation financially, classrooms will continue to be too large and complex with increasing medical, social and environmental issues impacting academic delivery. It could not be less obvious that things will continue to worsen. The Liberals have ensured that BC is rapidly becoming the Canadian Monaco for rich off shore interests and wealthy corporations. Soon the underpaid "workers" will have to be bussed in daily to Vancouver - Asian style. The only recourse is to move to just about any other province and bring in up to $100,000 more over the six years with much less cost of living. So we are bailing, encouraged by friends who have gotten positions in Manitoba and Alberta. My colleagues and I discovered through contacting several school boards across Canada that specialist (special needs and behavioural) and secondary science teachers are in particular demand. I want to work in a professional, respectful environment where the needs of all children are considered a priority and where I feel inspired to do my best. However, I want my vote to reflect the wishes of teachers who will be here over the next 6 (5) years, so very much appreciate your blog and opportunity to read the comments.ReplyDelete Bert SlaterSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:11 AM To vote YES will throw away 12 years of effort, and 2 victories in BC Supreme Court. To vote YES will be to snatch defeat from the jaws of victory. If you vote YES what bargaining power do you think you will have - the government will do nothing, and then what do you think you will do - take job action? PLEASE VOTE NO.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:59 PM Time to show you have a spine!Delete Reply RodSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:06 AM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Cool HandSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 AM Wouldn't a 'No' vote be a vote of no confidence in the BCTF itself?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:02 AM Not at all. It is just a message to the leadership we need to do better. The strength of the union is the members, and we support the leadership by giving them direction through democratic means.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:40 PM I disagree. How else can a recommendation by the EC to vote yes be interpreted? Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:00 PM I am sure people will interpret this both ways, but it is a vote. If it is supposed to be a "Yes", because it might be interpreted one way, then why bother having a vote?Delete Kate TSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:07 AM Yes , it would be. I don't think we could come out much better than this with this government. How will a No obtain that? Christy will be happy, she can declare the BCTF gone and roll out her plan to privatize. Delete Reply David DeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:06 AM A no vote would be a rejection of a the court victories defied by the government and an inadequate deal containing some vague promises that won't meet the needs of teachers or students on class size and other important issues.In Ontario elementary teachers get 200 minutes of prep time per 5 day cycle. I know there is financial hardship, but the union has received close to $2 million in donations from other unions; is there no way of accessing hardship funds? At minimum, vote no and return to work on work to rule with various strike options.ReplyDelete Erica JonesSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:25 AM This article actually makes me so mad. It is NOT better for the kids that they have missed almost all of june and all of september. This is what you signed up for in BC as a teacher. Get on board or GET OUT.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:20 PM Is this really what teachers signed up for? At my high school, each class has about 30 kids, with an average of 17 kids per classroom with an identified learning disability. Our district says that there should be no more than 4 kids per classroom.. How do you expect non-specialist teachers to help each student when over half of them require more resources because of a learning disability? Furthermore, are you generalizing the "better-ness" to all the kids in BC? Because I don't think that it would be better if kids went back considering the learning environment isn't up to par. There are barely any Education Assistants, and support teachers for the multitude of children who need them. While I recognize and appreciate your enthusiasm for education, please realize that the public school system isn't a daycare. Also, please think about your words and the learning environment prior to speaking out. By the way, we're not an autocracy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:08 PM I can understand your frustration! Understand mine! I almost died at 7:30 pm one night returning from teaching a FI split class with several students who did not get enough support or no support at all. The principal expressed to me that he expected me to teach 2 different social studies programs and 2 different science programs. ANYONE I talked to knows that this is impossible to do, especially in French Immersion when kids get no support at home and books are often too hard for students to read. I had to quit my job. I did it for me and did it for the kids. I was like a surgeon who is asked to operate on 5 patients with an old scalpel with 2 inexperienced nurses. Predictably, 4 patients would die and I would be reprimanded! Teachers are put in terrible conditions and kids too. I hope you have the openmind to consider the reality of this honest personal anecdote. I also wish you to understand that this is likely not an isolated incident. What will it take? A kid to commit suicide because he or she is not getitng enough support?Delete Reply hilarySeptember 17, 2014 at 10:29 AM It is incorrect to equate lost funding with what the teachers would have received in grievances. The two are not equivalent. The starting position of the BCTF was $225M, so they never expected $3B to resolve grievances. I'm also interested to know where you get your figures on overcrowded classrooms. A recent Globe and Mail article says that classrooms are, on average, smaller than the caps set in 2002.ReplyDelete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:36 AM The signing bonus should be roughly $2500 each: 105 million divided by 41 thousand.ReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:53 AM It is not that simple. The $105 million is to be allocated by the union. The term "signing bonus" has been crossed off on the signed document. Some of that money may be used to pay union debts. Don't know this but clarification would be useful.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:16 PM Just quoting from the CBC news website, "And finally there are details of $105-million fund to settle grievances stemming from the ongoing court case. The BCTF says that money will be given out as a signing bonus, with specific amount yet to be determined."Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:34 AM I think it would be smart to put at least part of it into your strike fund.Delete Reply WheelsSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:55 AM If the money is used as a signing bonus, it should be based on FTEReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:12 PM Yes I am sure it will be based on FTE. The question is how much of the $105 Million is actually distributed. This is up to the union, and I am told that it is yet to be decided.Delete GuruSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:44 PM And don't forget all the retired teachers who are entitled to a share of it.Delete Reply Geoff OrmeSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:18 PM In another discussion of this someone suggested that under BC Labour Law a no vote means rejection of the proposed deal, and that means the strike continues until either: - the union in question elects to stand down - another tentative deal is presented or - the government imposes a legislated contract. I think the last of these is the most likely, and I believe the legislated contract would be draconian and brutal. What do you think, Tara? Also, I would appreciate your thoughts on Sandy Garossino's comments at https://storify.com/Garossino/should-teachers-accept-the-contractReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:14 PM If this is so, in a few month (likely a couple of years), teachers will win so much more with a Supreme Court judgment! It is possible that the Liberals know that the higher courts are stacked by Liberal judges (that is what happen when judges are chosen, not elected). In any case, a negative settlement (or not a great judgment) will galvinize the public to reform the way the Supreme court judges are being chosen. I doubt that any govn't will want that to happen. A legislated contract will make the LIbs look like sociopaths and dictators.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:47 PM Peter I think you are expecting far too much from the public, many of whom are only paying attention to this matter due to kids being home from school. The public are not remotely this savvy on the political process.Delete Reply IslanderSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:09 PM I am a continuing education teacher. We have it even worse and we are not listened to enough about our poor conditions. Those include no prep time (and we do have to mark and do report cards many times a year sometimes and commonly for 30 students in a class), travelling to different schools with no compensation, and having next to no breaks in between 3 hour classes. I worked for two years with no lunch break and taught 6 hours straight (just 15 min. breaks) to be told, "don't complain since there are others who will do it". We then got 15 min. breaks in between classes. Most of our students are wealthy immigrants, many who try to stay in classes as long as possible since the classes are free. After spending a year in Germany, I realize how better organized it is where the immigrants pay to learn the language on a sliding scale, and have to pay for a student book as well for each class. We do not even have text books, but photocopy so much at tax payers' expense. This is not right. I then teach summer school since we were not on a 12 month continual salary and most of those students are also immigrants (at least 75%). This is also free and it is becoming so common and the new immigrants know this is free babysitting and tutoring. I think one main problem is that we have so many new immigrants in our classes who need ESL like this article states about our inclusion style of education nowadays: http://www.vancouversun.com/life/Shelley+Fralic+trouble+with+schools/10203596/story.html I am honored to be teaching and like my job, but it does get exhausting especially since I need two or three jobs to pay the mortgage that I now no longer have.. back to renting since it all I can afford in this city that has become so expensive. And many don't realize that it is very very difficult to get to full time work as a teacher here. There was a formula that made it take about 10 years to get to f/t (now finally changed). I have been without pay for 3 months, and now had to finally rent a place in anticipation of returning to work, so I have to vote "yes", but please keep the comments coming for what alternatives we have. Maybe we have to just educate the public in a better way than picketing; maybe get out and walk around malls and talk to people and hand out pamphlets on how this liberal government is hurting this. Most Asians (probably just the new who are from such a different system) are already against the teachers since they do not seem to understand what is going on. http://www.vancouversun.com/Business/asia-pacific/Chuck+Chiang+Many+Asian+families+place+blame/10202757/story.htmlReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:17 PM First of all, myn thoughts are with you! I think your ideas about using different strategies is smart. Picketing is not a very good strategy to let people know about things. I think using the membership to flood media comment sections would be more effective. Going to talk to the public might be a good idea along with this, I think. Phone the BCTF and ask for support.Delete Reply Marsha HolleySeptember 17, 2014 at 1:36 PM A teachers wife Vote no you have come to far to back down. It is a -----Y DEAL. ReplyDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:45 PM Ask yourself WHY teachers cannot get 1/2 of the average increase in salary of the private sector? (The Libs will tell you because there are sooooooo many teachers, but I also hear that there are provinces where there is a need for teachers!) TORONTO - A new study says that Canadians, on average, can expect about the same size salary increase next year as in 2014. Human resources consultants Pal Benefits says a survey of 401 organizations, mainly in Ontario, Alberta and British Columbia, projected salary increase for 2015 at an average of 2.79 per cent. That was almost unchanged from the 2.74 per cent average increase projected in last year's survey. Meanwhile, in addition to the average salary increase remaining relatively steady year over year, the survey found that the percentage of employers who plan to freeze salaries appears to have stabilized at eight per cent —in the same percentages as was projected in 2014. Breaking down the numbers further, the survey found the average salary increase anticipated in the engineering, financial services and high technology sectors was three per cent. That compared with an average of 2.5 per cent on the low end for organizations in durable manufacturing. https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.htmlReplyDelete "Mama Rose"September 17, 2014 at 9:12 PM I used to agree with you, Tara, and appreciate you bringing these items to your blog to get us all thinking. But after a very long night and day of research and discussion, I realize I will be voting yes tomorrow. Here is why: I don't care about salary or benefit increases. That is not why I went on strike. I don't care if this tentative deal is not good for teachers. That's not why I went on strike either. For me, the single most important issue is class size and composition. I want to work in a classroom where I have enough time and resources available to me to adequately help all the students I teach. And while it is true that this tentative deal will not change anything in the classrooms right now (or at least most of our classrooms), I realized that we couldn't actually make changes in that area because the issues of cs and c is before the courts. When I made that connection and realized that this round of bargaining was really about a "good enough" agreement regarding wages, then the deal seems, well... good enough. BUT, the best part, is the language the BCTF legal team made around the furture court decision (the re-opener). They have it in writing that if we win the court case (which is likely) and when we have to start bargaining class size and comp again (that is exactly what Justice Susan Griffin said we would have to do) we will be STARTING from the 2002 levels. To make this simple to understand, I explained it to my friends using a number line. With this new language, the BCTF starts the next round of bargaining at say a 50. The government will want us to go to 10 or 15, and we'll compromise and end up maybe 25. But WITHOUT that language, we would have started bargaining at a 10 and only gone down from there. So I do believe it is the best deal possible, it still factors in the biggest issue (from my perspective), we do not lose the important gains of the past, and most importantly, everyone gets to go back to school.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 PM Mam Rose, I appreciate your point of view and your courage. However, let me point out to you and the readers that a decision at the BC supreme court might not turn out the way teachers anticipate. We all know that judges are appointed and who does the appointing? "All justices of the BCSC (including the position of Chief Justice and Associate Chief Justice) are appointed by the federal cabinet, on recommendation of the Minister of Justice. Masters are appointed by the provincial cabinet, on recommendation of the Attorney General in consultation with the Chief Justice." (Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Supreme_Court_of_British_Columbia) Now, I would like to think that all of those people are objective, but they are appointed and we know that there are political appointments. They have a lot of discretion over the laws and judgments. I am willing to bet that the BC Liberals do know this and are betitng the farm (or do they know something we don't know) that the Supreme Courts are stacked against teachers? So, I am not sure if we can count on a WIN if we proceed with the court ruling. I think we would be better to negotiate and negotiate a better deal.Delete Reply retaSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:57 AM Yes...no...yes...no...The last two days have been this. I’ve read so many articles and comments over the past few months and, I can say, I have learned a lot. I know this is not a great deal for teachers right now. I will be voting yes. This is why… 1. The children. Without going into the multiple issues (e.g., grad, post secondary, trades, sports, global education/trips, planned activities, those with varying degrees of special needs, those that need a soft place to land, etc., etc.) the children need to get on with their education. 2. The parents. For many parents, this strike is a financial burden. We do not like to be called baby sitters, but for many living below the poverty line, school is a financial relief. Winter is coming; gas bills will be expensive. 3. Poverty. Remember, BC has the highest child poverty rate in Canada. Schools feed and clothe numerous children. 4. The other systems educators work collaboratively with. MFCD, CYMH, foster parents, group homes, and the multitude of non-profit agencies that support vulnerable children and families are bursting at the seams. We are a part of that team. 5. CUPE. While some have been paid during this strike, that money is coming from districts. It was not provided by the government. And, CUPE is a partner in education - from the bus drivers to the tech dept to custodians to secretaries to EAs and so on. 6. Small Businesses. In our little towns, the school district is the number one employer. There is a direct cause-effect relationship between loss of wage and loss of business. 7. Money. The amount of money that is needed to reverse the erosion of the public education system over numerous years cannot be recouped in one sitting. This agreement is a start. It’s not much but the stage has been set. 8. THE COURT CASE. That is why we were on strike. All the other stuff could have been resolved months ago, but our government was working hard to make the court case go away. Well, it still exists. I consider that the victory. We live to fight another day (as rhetorical as that sounds) AND I hope people actually read the ruling and think critically about how a loss could impact the future of the Charter of Rights, and the power of government to contravene those rights. I am guessing we will vote to ratify as so many fear “what’s next?” from this government. It’s nasty business, and I think legislation would be next. VALUING PUBLIC EDUCATION needs to come from a STRONG, CONSISTENT public voice. If we do ratify the agreement, and those in the profession and public think we've given up, we have not. We’ve been fighting for years. We just haven’t been heard… until now. ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:21 AM I understand your point of view, but sometimes you have to fight to get what you want. This is a VERY bad deal, considering: Other people get on average 2.5% salary increases last year and this year and the next and the rest of us get 1% and must feel happy if we do.? (https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html) THIS DEAL is a horrendously BAD deal for kids/parents as well, of course. We are going to continue to be humiliated and be the laughing stock of many people of this province. After a decade of paycuts, WOW, this is what they are willing to offer! WOW! WOW! WOW!Delete Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:30 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Reply Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:37 PM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:08 PM Let's cross our fingers! I think we need a general strike by all unions if CC legislates teachers back. It is time to put the foot down and tell her and the Liberals that, as in the movie Network,"I am mad as hell and I won't take it anymore!"Delete Reply Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 8:26 PM Needs help on some stats for an online debate Looking for the last 10 or 15 years of contractual salary increases in %. So, 1% for 2001, 0% for 2002,...ReplyDelete Children FirstSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:00 PM Well it's all done now. Really hope the teacher's can find another angle to deal with class size and composition as well as student funding. The government will make sure the coming court case never swings your way no matter what. 2nd most expensive place to live in the the world!!! Wonder why and where the money goes??? ReplyDelete AnonSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 PM I'm an outsider, but have followed closely this whole fiasco and this is a RAW deal. Your union hung you out to dry on this one - taking a really bad deal (clearly no one from the BCTF had rudimentary math skills in their toolbox) and then publicly encouraging to the media that teachers accept the deal....what choice did you have - a no vote would have outraged the public. I could go on and on, but the bottom line, in my opinion, is that your union better get some stronger leaders who are PR and technology savvy. Out with Iker and the rest of those who bargained on your behalf - they just got ......well , we know that happened. Whew, can't even believe how screwed you got, absolutely amazing - nothing meaningful gained in the big picture and only very minor gains for a small group of people, bigger losses for the majority.. Wow - I better stop now. Best of luck. Thanks for all you do for our children. ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ▼  September (9) Reflections on the BC Teacher Strike BC Teacher strike - Lessons learned Response to Sandy Garossino Will the Education Fund improve classroom conditio... Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Class composition: a human rights perspective Class size and composition - a short visual histor... Guest post - I WILL HOLD THE LINE Teachers - let your leadership know it is time to ... ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141007,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/bcedplan/status/471028855206346753,BC's Education Plan on Twitter: "RT @edupaige: interesting ideas: BC Graduation Program proposal narrated slideshow: http://t.co/M9kOovdYWp #bclearns #bced" Twitter Search query Search Twitter Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Language: English Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Have an account? Sign in New to Twitter? Join Today » Sign In Phone, email or username Password Sign in Remember me Forgot password? Already using Twitter via text message? Follow Following Unfollow Blocked Unblock Pending Cancel BC's Education Plan ‏ @bcedplan May 26 RT @edupaige: interesting ideas: BC Graduation Program proposal narrated slideshow: http://youtu.be/Rmw_kVX4lj4  #bclearns #bced Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Retweets 2 Favorites 2 1:43 PM - 26 May 2014 Don’t miss any updates from BC's Education Plan © 2014 Twitter About Help Ads info Close Flag this media This has already been marked as containing sensitive content. Flag this as containing potentially illegal content. Submit Cancel Learn more about flagging media Dismiss Close Previous Next Close Go to a person's profile Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Close Retweet this to your followers? Cancel Retweet Close Are you sure you want to delete this Tweet? Cancel Delete Close Block Cancel Block Add a location to your Tweets When you tweet with a location, Twitter stores that location. You can switch location on/off before each Tweet and always have the option to delete your location history. Learn more Turn location on Not now Turn off location Close Profile summary Close Your lists Close Create a new list List name Description Under 100 characters, optional Privacy Public · Anyone can follow this list Private · Only you can access this list Save list Close Close Embed this Tweet Add this Tweet to your website by copying the code below. Learn more Hmm, there was a problem reaching the server. Try again? Include parent Tweet Include media Preview Close Sign up for Twitter Not on Twitter? Sign up, tune into the things you care about, and get updates as they happen. Have an account? Sign in » Close Two-way (sending and receiving) short codes: Country Code For customers of United States 40404 (any) Canada 21212 (any) United Kingdom 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM Haiti 40404 Digicel, Voila Ireland 51210 Vodafone, O2 India 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Indonesia 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » See SMS short codes for other countries Close Confirmation)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media jthornthwaite last tweet "Please join me in recognizing the vital work foster families do for B.C. kids http://t.co/bdYy1yh9Jc #FosterFamilyMonth #northvan #bcpoli" @jthornthwaite - 10:56pm Follow @jthornthwaite BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/AndreaWoo?lang=hi,Andrea Woo (@AndreaWoo) | ट्विटर ट्विटर खोज क्वेरी ट्विटर में ढूंढें सहेजी गयी खोजें हटाये सत्यापित खाता @ सुझाए गए उपयोगकर्ता सत्यापित खाता @ सत्यापित खाता @ भाषा: हिंदी বাংলা Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 एक खाता है? साइन इन करें ट्विटर पर नए हैं? आज ही शामिल हों » साइन इन करें फ़ोन, ईमेल या उपयोगकर्ता नाम पासवर्ड साइन इन करें मुझे याद रखें पासवर्ड भूल गए? पहले से ही पाठ संदेश के माध्यम से चहचहाना का उपयोग कर रहे हैं? Andrea Woo सत्यापित खाता @AndreaWoo ट्वीट्स 19400 तस्वीरें/चलचित्र 2,242 फ़ॉलो कर रहे हैं 1,538 फ़ॉलोअर्स 9,062 पसंदीदा 129   अधिक पसंदीदा सूचियाँ अनम्यूट @AndreaWoo म्यूट @AndreaWoo फ़ॉलो फ़ॉलोइंग कार्रवाई:अनफ़ॉलो करें अवरोधित ब्लाक हटाइये विचाराधीन रद्द करें Andrea Wooसत्यापित खाता @AndreaWoo Multimedia reporter at the @globeandmail. Header photo = That Resonating Emotion by Don, a 2011 PHOTO 101 DTES photography workshop participant. Vancouver, B.C. AndreaWoo.com जुलाई 2009 पर शामिल हुए 2,242 तस्वीरें और वीडियो ट्वीट्स ट्वीट्स ट्वीट एवं उत्तर Andrea Woo @AndreaWoo  ·  3 घं. ३ घंटे पहले RT @ErinAnderssen: So one of world's most powerful women is in Ottawa and first Q is about being a grandmother? @HillaryClinton #Canada2020 प्रत्युत्तर 0 उत्तर रीट्वीट रीट्वीट किये गये 0 रीट्वीट पसंदीदा पसंदीदा 0 पसंदीदा अधिक ट्वीट एम्बेड करें Andrea Woo @AndreaWoo  ·  4 घं. ३ घंटे पहले Oppenheimer camper Scott Bonnyman: city's offer of mats on floor not enuf. Hearing underway: http://bit.ly/1Elh7Am  pic.twitter.com/Rn7VzAIM2v अधिक तस्वीरें और वीडियो देखें प्रत्युत्तर 0 उत्तर रीट्वीट रीट्वीट किये गये 2 रीट्वीट 2 पसंदीदा पसंदीदा 0 पसंदीदा अधिक ट्वीट एम्बेड करें Andrea Woo @AndreaWoo  ·  8 घं. ८ घंटे पहले Postmedia buys Quebecor’s English-language papers (including Sun chain/24 Hours dailies) for $316-million: http://fw.to/ku2jknD  सारांश देखें प्रत्युत्तर 0 उत्तर रीट्वीट रीट्वीट किये गये 1 रीट्वीट 1 पसंदीदा पसंदीदा 0 पसंदीदा अधिक ट्वीट एम्बेड करें Andrea Woo ने रीट्वीट किया Sunny Dhillon @TheSunnyDhillon  ·  18 घं. १७ घंटे पहले This is quite the lede from @moore_oliver http://fw.to/kgFCIXd  #TOpoli pic.twitter.com/6hD8q1v1Fw अधिक तस्वीरें और वीडियो देखें प्रत्युत्तर 0 उत्तर रीट्वीट रीट्वीट किये गये 5 रीट्वीट 5 पसंदीदा पसंदीदा 2 पसंदीदा 2 अधिक ट्वीट एम्बेड करें Andrea Woo @AndreaWoo  ·  18 घं. १७ घंटे पहले Bold MT @Garossino: @AndreaWoo 300,000 Cdns in HK means we'll feel impact. Shd call for Cda to support spirit of original handover agreement प्रत्युत्तर 0 उत्तर रीट्वीट रीट्वीट किये गये 0 रीट्वीट पसंदीदा पसंदीदा 0 पसंदीदा अधिक ट्वीट एम्बेड करें Andrea Woo @AndreaWoo  ·  18 घं. १७ घंटे पहले . @davegrapes @VanOlympics But you can be informed, and have an informed opinion, as regular citizen. Not a laborious task. वार्तालाप देखें प्रत्युत्तर 0 उत्तर रीट्वीट रीट्वीट किये गये 0 रीट्वीट पसंदीदा पसंदीदा 0 पसंदीदा अधिक ट्वीट एम्बेड करें Andrea Woo @AndreaWoo  ·  18 घं. १८ घंटे पहले . @VanOlympics Agree to disagree. I don't think it's asking a lot to hope your mayor, or prospective mayor, is up on major int'l issues वार्तालाप देखें प्रत्युत्तर 0 उत्तर रीट्वीट रीट्वीट किये गये 0 रीट्वीट पसंदीदा पसंदीदा 5 पसंदीदा 5 अधिक ट्वीट एम्बेड करें Andrea Woo @AndreaWoo  ·  18 घं. १८ घंटे पहले Would hope so MT @VanOlympics: @AndreaWoo But what would you expect Mayoral candidate to know? Do you think they have studied issues of HK? प्रत्युत्तर 0 उत्तर रीट्वीट रीट्वीट किये गये 1 रीट्वीट 1 पसंदीदा पसंदीदा 0 पसंदीदा अधिक ट्वीट एम्बेड करें Andrea Woo @AndreaWoo  ·  18 घं. १८ घंटे पहले . @VanOlympics Was not a random, controversy-baiting Q. HK-Vancouver diaspora alone shows link between cities. Legit question to ask of mayor वार्तालाप देखें प्रत्युत्तर 0 उत्तर रीट्वीट रीट्वीट किये गये 0 रीट्वीट पसंदीदा पसंदीदा 6 पसंदीदा 6 अधिक ट्वीट एम्बेड करें Andrea Woo @AndreaWoo  ·  18 घं. १८ घंटे पहले . @VanOlympics There is a difference, though, between mandate and taking a moral stand वार्तालाप देखें प्रत्युत्तर 0 उत्तर रीट्वीट रीट्वीट किये गये 1 रीट्वीट 1 पसंदीदा पसंदीदा 1 पसंदीदा 1 अधिक ट्वीट एम्बेड करें Andrea Woo @AndreaWoo  ·  18 घं. १८ घंटे पहले But they do when advantageous RT @VanOlympics: @AndreaWoo Mayoral Candidates should not be commenting on international issues. वार्तालाप देखें प्रत्युत्तर 0 उत्तर रीट्वीट रीट्वीट किये गये 1 रीट्वीट 1 पसंदीदा पसंदीदा 2 पसंदीदा 2 अधिक ट्वीट एम्बेड करें Andrea Woo @AndreaWoo  ·  19 घं. १८ घंटे पहले I asked Gregor Robertson, Kirk LaPointe & Meena Wong to talk to me about #HongKong protest. Only 1 would: http://fw.to/YkKPgaT  #Vancouver सारांश देखें प्रत्युत्तर 0 उत्तर रीट्वीट रीट्वीट किये गये 6 रीट्वीट 6 पसंदीदा पसंदीदा 8 पसंदीदा 8 अधिक ट्वीट एम्बेड करें Andrea Woo @AndreaWoo  ·  19 घं. १८ घंटे पहले #Vancouver residents at Chinese consulate standing w/ #HongKong protesters, via @atangledvine: pic.twitter.com/M44q4AdsxU #occupycentral अधिक तस्वीरें और वीडियो देखें प्रत्युत्तर 0 उत्तर रीट्वीट रीट्वीट किये गये 7 रीट्वीट 7 पसंदीदा पसंदीदा 2 पसंदीदा 2 अधिक ट्वीट एम्बेड करें Andrea Woo @AndreaWoo  ·  5 अक्टू Couple friends just got back from a 20,000 (!) km bike trip around the world. Their blog here: http://2lovecycling.com/  pic.twitter.com/B2xW8f1u8E अधिक तस्वीरें और वीडियो देखें प्रत्युत्तर 0 उत्तर रीट्वीट रीट्वीट किये गये 1 रीट्वीट 1 पसंदीदा पसंदीदा 5 पसंदीदा 5 अधिक ट्वीट एम्बेड करें Andrea Woo ने रीट्वीट किया travis lupick @tlupick  ·  4 अक्टू #VanPoli candidates on #HongKong. @kirklapointe: no comment. @MayorGregor: No real comment. @meenawong1: lots to say: http://bit.ly/1oIa22X  सारांश देखें प्रत्युत्तर 0 उत्तर रीट्वीट रीट्वीट किये गये 19 रीट्वीट 19 पसंदीदा पसंदीदा 7 पसंदीदा 7 अधिक ट्वीट एम्बेड करें Andrea Woo ने रीट्वीट किया Calvin @calvye  ·  5 अक्टू @AndreaWoo what I saw at Admiralty. pic.twitter.com/YuaoecLe0p अधिक तस्वीरें और वीडियो देखें प्रत्युत्तर 0 उत्तर रीट्वीट रीट्वीट किये गये 2 रीट्वीट 2 पसंदीदा पसंदीदा 2 पसंदीदा 2 अधिक ट्वीट एम्बेड करें Andrea Woo @AndreaWoo  ·  4 अक्टू Further to last tweet: Here are Christy Clark's cautious remarks on #HongKong protests: http://fw.to/IuDMax  सारांश देखें प्रत्युत्तर 0 उत्तर रीट्वीट रीट्वीट किये गये 1 रीट्वीट 1 पसंदीदा पसंदीदा 0 पसंदीदा अधिक ट्वीट एम्बेड करें Andrea Woo @AndreaWoo  ·  4 अक्टू Interesting to see which politicians will/won't comment on #HongKong protests #Vancouver: http://fw.to/YkKPgaT  Cda: http://fw.to/AKtP9IV  सारांश देखें प्रत्युत्तर 0 उत्तर रीट्वीट रीट्वीट किये गये 5 रीट्वीट 5 पसंदीदा पसंदीदा 3 पसंदीदा 3 अधिक ट्वीट एम्बेड करें Andrea Woo @AndreaWoo  ·  3 अक्टू Protesters vs. angry locals. Things getting ugly in #HongKong. http://huff.to/10pWGTs  pic.twitter.com/ud9ZaWxcBj अधिक तस्वीरें और वीडियो देखें प्रत्युत्तर 0 उत्तर रीट्वीट रीट्वीट किये गये 2 रीट्वीट 2 पसंदीदा पसंदीदा 1 पसंदीदा 1 अधिक ट्वीट एम्बेड करें Andrea Woo ने रीट्वीट किया Nathan VanderKlippe @nvanderklippe  ·  3 अक्टू Emptied Occupy site. Police officer told me: "I want to cry. Only 10 people. And all this crowd against them." pic.twitter.com/xCuZs7XgFf अधिक तस्वीरें और वीडियो देखें प्रत्युत्तर 0 उत्तर रीट्वीट रीट्वीट किये गये 76 रीट्वीट 76 पसंदीदा पसंदीदा 16 पसंदीदा 16 अधिक ट्वीट एम्बेड करें शायद ट्विटर क्षमता से अधिक है या एक क्षणिक हिचकी का सामना कर रहा है. पुनः प्रयास करें और जानकारी के लिए ट्विटर स्थिति पर जाएं. बंद करें Andrea Woo ने फ़ॉलो किया Andrea Woo के अपडेट न चूकें Vancouver, B.C. · बदलें © 2014 ट्विटर परिचय सहायता विज्ञापन की जानकारी बंद करें रुझान केवल आपके अनुरूप रुझान. रुझान आपको अपनी प्रिय चीजों के करीब रहने का विशिष्ट तरीका प्रदान करते हैं. इन्हें आपके स्थान और जिन्हें आप फॉलो करते हैं, उनके आधार पर आपके अनुरूप तैयार किया जाता है. बदलें अनुकूलित रुझान रखें विश्वव्यापी रुझान प्राप्त करें हो गया बर्खास्त करें बंद करें पिछला आगे बंद करें एक व्यक्ति के प्रोफ़ाइल पर जाएं सहेजी गयी खोजें हटाये सत्यापित खाता @ सुझाए गए उपयोगकर्ता सत्यापित खाता @ सत्यापित खाता @ बंद करें आपके फ़ॉलोअर्स के लिए इसे रीट्वीट करें? रद्द करें रीट्वीट बंद करें क्या आपको यकीन है कि आप इस ट्वीट को मिटाना चाहते हैं? रद्द करें मिटायें बंद करें अवरुद्ध करें रद्द करें अवरुद्ध करें अपने ट्वीट में स्थान जोडें। जब आप किसी स्थान से ट्वीट करते हैं, ट्विटर उस स्थान को सुरक्षित कर लेता है. आप प्रत्येक ट्वीट से पहले स्थान को चालू बंद कर सकते हैं तथा आपके पास हमेशा यह विकल्प होता है कि आप स्थान इतिहास को कभी भी मिटा सकें. अधिक जानें स्थान दिखाना चालू करें अभी नहीं स्थान दिखाना बंद करें बंद करें प्रोफ़ाइल सारांश बंद करें आपकी सूचियाँ बंद करें एक नयी सूची बनाएं सूची का नाम विवरण 100 अक्षरों के भीतर, वैकल्पिक सूची:निजता सार्वजनिक · इस सूची को कोई भी फ़ॉलो कर सकता है निजी · सिर्फ आप इस सूची तक पहुँच सकते हैं सूची सहेजें बंद करें बंद करें यह ट्वीट एम्बेड करें नीचे दिए गए कोड को कॉपी करके इस ट्वीट को अपनी वेबसाइट में जोड़ें. अधिक जानें हम्म, सर्वर तक पहुंचने में वहां कोई समस्या है. पुनः प्रयास करें? मूल ट्वीट शामिल करें मीडिया को शामिल करें पूर्वावलोकन बंद करें ट्विटर के लिए साइन अप करें ट्विटर पर नहीं? साइन अप करें, उन चीजों पर ट्यून करें जिनका आप केयर करते हैं, और त्वरित अपडेट प्राप्त करें. एक खाता है? साइन इन करें » बंद करें दो-तरफा (आदान-प्रदान) संक्षिप्त कोड: देश कोड के ग्राहकों के लिए अमेरिका 40404 (कोई भी) कनाडा 21212 (कोई भी) ब्रिटेन 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 ब्राज़िल 40404 Nextel, TIM हैती 40404 Digicel, Voila आयरलैंड 51210 Vodafone, O2 भारत 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance इंडोनेशिया 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata इटली 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » अन्य देशों के लिए एसएमएस शॉर्ट कोड देखें बंद करें पुष्टिकरण)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/francais/NouvellesFECB.aspx?id=32557,Nouvelles de la FECB Vol.19 No.18, 2 avril 2014  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Nouvelles de la FECB archives 2013–14  2012–13  Home > Français > Nouvelles de la FECB > 2013-14 Archive     Volume 19, Numéro 18, 2 avril 2014 « Vous ne devriez pas mener un combat si vous pouvez obtenir un accord » La négociation reprend la Journée du poisson d’avril : Ce n’est pas une blague Fassbender prend de nouveau sa plume Les délégués de l’AGA de la FECB ont discuté, débattu et voté sur des enjeux importants Un groupe de travail sur la santé mentale va être créé Le travail d'éducation des Autochtones continue Pas un œil de sec dans la salle Voici le dernier numéro du bulletin sur la justice sociale Learning Improvement Fund (LIF)/Fonds pour l'amélioration de l’apprentissage ne suffit pas à compenser la perte d'enseignants spécialisés Soutenez le perfectionnement professionnel continu et influencez le développement du nouveau curriculum en se joignant à une association provinciale de spécialistes aujourd'hui Après l'école, le 9 avril : Écoutez le séminaire sur le nouveau programme Merci d’examiner ces possibilités pour les membres Vignettes Working People du Knowledge Network: Une histoire du travail en Colombie-Britannique maintenant sur les ondes CBC Canada Writes célèbre le 450e anniversaire de Shakespeare avec un concours d’écriture, une série littéraire pour jeunes adultes « Vous ne devriez pas mener un combat si vous pouvez obtenir un accord » Ce sont les mots prononcés par la Première Ministre Christy Clark le 27 mars quand elle a annoncé le règlement de la grève de quatre semaines menée par les camionneurs syndiqués et non syndiqués du port de Vancouver. Avec un projet de loi de retour au travail se profilant, les camionneurs ont apprécié que les membres de la FECB qui ont rendu des visites de solidarité à leurs lignes de piquet leur donnent des macarons « Négocier, ne pas légiférer ». À la suite de l’accord de dernière minute, le gouvernement a retiré le projet de loi de retour au travail introduite en début de la semaine dernière. « Mon vrai point de vue est que vous ne devriez pas avoir à mener un combat si vous pouvez obtenir un accord », a déclaré Clark aux journalistes. « Nous avons obtenu un accord à la place. ». Peut-être que la Première ministre devrait appliquer le même raisonnement à la table des négociations des enseignants.   La négociation reprend la Journée du poisson d’avril : Ce n’est pas une blague Les équipes de négociation de la FECB et de la BCPSEA se sont réunies le 1er avril et d'autres sessions sont prévues pour cette semaine. Merci de vous tenir informé de ce qui se passe dans la négociation. Étant donné que la FECB et la BCPSEA ont convenu qu’au cours de cette ronde de négociations les mises à jour seraient uniquement affichées sur le portail sécurisé des membres, vous devez vous connecter au portail MyBCTF pour accéder aux mises à jour qui sont régulièrement mises en ligne. Fassbender prend de nouveau sa plume Tel qu’annoncé par le ministre de l'Éducation Peter Fassbender dans sa lettre précédente aux enseignants, il a de nouveau envoyé une lettre aux membres de la FECB. Nous vous rappelons qu'il accède aux adresses électroniques via le Teacher Regulation Branch, qui relève de la compétence du gouvernement provincial. Si vous le souhaitez, vous pouvez écrire au ministre à peter.fassbender.mla@leg.bc.ca et vous pouvez copier le porte-parole de l'éducation rob.fleming.mla@leg.bc.ca. Merci de mettre en copie la FECB en ajoutant scroll@bctf.ca. Vous pouvez aussi vous désinscrire des courriels du ministre.   Les délégués de l’AGA de la FECB ont discuté, débattu et voté sur des enjeux importants   De trop nombreuses recommandations et résolutions ont été discutées et débattues pour toutes les énumérer ici, nous voulons cependant partager quelques-unes des décisions les plus importantes. Vous pouvez également prendre connaissance des décisions importantes de manière plus détaillée en vous connectant au portail des membres ou en suivant ce lien. Plus de 750 enseignants se sont réunis pendant la pause du printemps pour traiter des affaires de notre syndicat. Les AGA sont fortes, intenses et bien remplies. Beaucoup de travail se fait sur trois et demi longues journées. Merci à tous les délégués de donner de votre temps de la pause du printemps et de votre engagement. Le discours d'ouverture par le président de la FECB Jim Iker, ainsi que les discours des invités spéciaux en provenance du Mexique et de la Colombie ont été diffusés en direct et sont archivés dans le portail des membres ici. Vous pouvez également télécharger le PowerPoint sur le régime de retraite de la FECB en cliquant sur ce lien.   Un groupe de travail sur la santé mentale va être créé Les délégués ont adopté une résolution demandant à la FECB d'établir un groupe de travail pour entreprendre un examen complet de l'impact des problèmes de santé mentale dans les écoles de la province.  Le travail d'éducation des Autochtones continue De nombreux délégués ont parlé avec passion du travail de la Commission vérité et réconciliation et de son rôle important dans la promotion de la guérison et de la réconciliation entre les générations. En adoptant une résolution encourageant les syndicats locaux à organiser des séances post-vérité et réconciliation pour et avec leurs membres, les élèves et les communautés, les délégués ont confirmé l'engagement de la FECB de poursuivre ce travail. Une vive discussion a eu lieue après que plusieurs délégués ont exposé les objectifs d'une nouvelle organisation appelée « Teach for Canada» et de ses efforts pour exploiter les vulnérabilités des enfants autochtones, éroder les normes de formation et de qualification professionnelle et privatiser les fonctions d’un système d’enseignement public gratuit et de qualité. En aparté, sur le sujet des pensionnats, The Current, programme de la CBC, a récemment diffusé un poème de Dennis Saddleman, survivant des pensionnats. Le poème, intitulé Monster, est puissant et mérite une écoute. Vous pouvez entendre Saddleman lire son poème en cliquant ici, en défilant jusqu’à Last Word et en cliquant sur l’enregistrement.   Pas un œil de sec dans la salle Un des moments les plus poignants au cours de l'AGA a été quand Karen Kilbride, professeur de Surrey, a reçu le Prix de justice sociale Bob Rosen. Après son discours d’acceptation, un délégué s'est approché du micro et a demandé s'il pouvait parler. Il a commencé par dire qu'il ne savait pas que Karen avait été nominée pour le prix et que donc ses propos étaient spontanés. Il a parlé de sa vie d’élève à l’intermédiaire, aux prises avec sa sexualité en tant que jeune garçon déjà conscient d’être gay. Il a parlé de la volonté de sa famille de l'envoyer voir un psychologue pour le « changer » et de la crise émotionnelle qui en avait résultée. En fin de compte, la seule personne qui l'avait soutenu et lui avait dit qu'il était très bien comme il était, avait été son professeur, Mme Kilbride. C’est une leçon : Enseignants, vos mots de soutien et de bonté peuvent ne pas être connus ou reconnus quand ils sont prononcés, mais souvent, ils ne sont jamais oubliés. Vous faites la différence. Vous pouvez écouter le clip audio ici. Nouvelle formule de calcul des cotisations adoptée Cotisation du plan d’indemnisation des salaires adoptée   Voici le dernier numéro du bulletin sur la justice sociale Merci de transmettre ce lien à tous les enseignants intéressés. Rendez-vous à la dernière page pour des informations sur un concours appelé : À quoi ressemblerait un monde sans violence?  Learning Improvement Fund (LIF)/Fonds pour l'amélioration de l’apprentissage ne suffit pas à compenser la perte d'enseignants spécialisés Un nouveau rapport de la FECB montre qu’après deux années de financement avec le FAA (LIF), le nombre d’enseignants spécialisés en apprentissage a augmenté de seulement 84,6 emplois à temps plein (ETP). Il y a maintenant moins d'ETP dans l'éducation spécialisée (45,5), aux services de bibliothèque (8,3) et chez les conseillers d’éducation (11,8) que l'année précédant l'entrée en vigueur du FAA (2011-12). La seule amélioration significative concerne les enseignants de l’anglais langue seconde (143,1). La situation pour l'éducation spécialisée s'est considérablement aggravée en 2013-14, avec 34 conseils scolaires qui ont réduit les enseignants à ce programme, pour une diminution totale de 144,5 ETC en enseignement spécialisé par rapport à 2012-13. Il y a aussi 341,15 enseignants à temps plein de moins dans les salles de classe depuis 2012-13. Lire le rapport ici.  Soutenez le perfectionnement professionnel continu et influencez le développement du nouveau curriculum en se joignant à une association provinciale de spécialistes aujourd'hui La force et la capacité de plaidoyer de chacune des 32 associations provinciales de spécialistes sont déterminées par la force de ses membres et ne peuvent fonctionner qu’avec un niveau élevé de participation active et continue des membres. Les APS sont une voix collective pour les enseignants et sont sources de perfectionnement professionnel au sein de la FECB. Grâce aux APS, les membres échangent des idées sur la recherche, les stratégies d’enseignement, le développement des programmes d’études, de plaidoyer et d'autres intérêts communs. Chaque année, lors des conférences annuelles des APS, des centaines d'enseignants améliorent leurs compétences et renouvellent leur engagement. Chaque année, les membres des comités exécutifs des APS se réunissent de longues heures, produisent des publications et répondent aux questions et aux besoins de leurs membres, tout en améliorant les services aux collègues et aux élèves. Vous pouvez apporter votre contribution en adhérant à une APS. Les frais d’adhésion ainsi qu’une subvention de la FECB par adhérent, fournit aux APS les moyens de fonctionner. Merci de noter que l'adhésion en ligne est maintenant disponible. Cliquez ici pour adhérer ou renouveler l'adhésion à une APS dès maintenant. Sinon, téléchargez et imprimez le formulaire de demande d’adhésion à une APS et envoyez-le à la FECB avec le règlement correspondant, ou par télécopieur avec vos informations de carte de crédit. Pour plus d'informations concernant les demandes d’adhésion aux APS, contactez Marion Shukin au 604-871-1804 ou au numéro sans frais 1-800-663-9163.   Après l'école, le 9 avril : Écoutez le séminaire sur le nouveau programme Un nouveau séminaire professionnel sur le nouveau programme d'études organisé par la FECB sera diffusé en direct de 16h à 17h, le mercredi 9 avril. Comme vous le savez probablement, ce nouveau programme est en cours d'élaboration et des membres de la FECB ont fait partie d'équipes de programmes en créant des brouillons. Les panélistes discuteront du projet de processus du programme et des questions connexes. Ils comprennent: Dale Martelli, président de l’APS en sciences humaines et membre de l'équipe du programme d'études Mark Reid, ancien président de l’APS de musique, ancien président de l'Association des éducateurs de musique du Canada et membre de l'équipe du programme d’étude en arts Paul Britton, membre de l'équipe du programme d’étude en sciences et membre de l’APS en sciences. Vous pouvez assister au séminaire en personne à l'édifice de la FECB ou depuis l’ordinateur de votre école ou de votre domicile et envoyez des questions par chat. Ou, vous pouvez créer un groupe et avoir une discussion par la suite. De futurs séminaires sont prévus et les sujets seront les suivants:    L’approche par les « compétences »  Propositions pour l'évaluation au niveau provincial  La « controverse » des mathématiques  Qu'en est-il de la focalisation du gouvernement sur les métiers?  Où est le nouveau programme de diplôme pour finissants? Restez connectés Ce séminaire sera archivé pour consultation ultérieure.   Merci d’examiner ces possibilités pour les membres Des dates limites se profilent. Envisagez de soumettre votre nom. Rendez-vous sur la page web " opportunités pour les membres " pour découvrir la liste des postes ouverts dans la plupart des comités de la FECB et pour les postes de facilitateurs d’ateliers.  Vignettes Working People du Knowledge Network: Une histoire du travail en Colombie-Britannique maintenant sur les ondes La dernière des 30 vignettes produites par le Knowledge Network pour illustrer le rôle important des travailleurs dans l'histoire de cette province sera diffusée demain soir, le jeudi 3 avril à 19h30 et rediffusée le 4 avril à 18h30 et le 6 avril à 14h30 et à 18h30. Vous pouvez accéder aux vignettes, après leur diffusion sur le site Web du Knowledge Network. Ces vignettes sont d'excellentes ressources à utiliser en classe. Merci de noter que nous vous fournissons en lecture le PDF le numéro du printemps 2014 du bulletin du Labour Heritage Centre     CBC Canada Writes célèbre le 450e anniversaire de Shakespeare avec un concours d’écriture, une série littéraire pour jeunes adultes Du 14 avril au 9 mai, CBC Canada Writes organise le concours d’écriture Shakespeare Selfie et offre un mini- iPad en particulier pour les participants âgés de 12 à 18 ans. Shakespeare a utilisé les selfies tout le temps. Mais au lieu d'une caméra, il a utilisé une plume. Et au lieu d’être appelés « selfies », ils ont été appelés « soliloques ». Canada Writes demandera aux Canadiens de prendre un personnage de Shakespeare, de le ou la situer dans un scénario d’aujourd’hui et d’écrire un nouveau soliloque ou monologue pour ce personnage. Cliquez ici pour plus d'informations sur la façon de concourir. Cela est associé à une nouvelle série de fictions pour jeunes adultes inspirées par Shakespeare et écrites par des auteurs canadiens.    Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/BCTFNews.aspx?id=20664,BCTF News, Vol. 15, No. 5, February 2010  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development BCTF News archive 2013–14  2012–13  2011–12     2010–11  2009–10    En français  Home > Publications > Newsletters and Alerts > BCTF News > 2009-10 Archives BCTF News Teachers Working Together for Quality Public Education Volume 15 No. 5 February 2010 Table of Contents Throne speech turns a blind eye Government breaks its own class-size legislation Rankings in the black Pension consultation is over Getting no satisfaction Build a Better BC Throne speech turns a blind eye Ignoring the painful reality of school closures, oversized classes, dwindling support for students with special needs, and boards of education struggling to manage, the throne speech contained vague statements with no detail or mention of any monetary commitment. The list includes: a new Master Teacher program. public/private partnerships to provide preschools for three- and four-year olds. greater parental involvement in “tailoring the education system to each child’s individual needs and passions.” new “forms of schooling” for greater choice and diversity. voluntary Kindergarten for this September and fully funded full-day Kindergarten in every school by September 2011 greater focus of resources for students and less on administrative costs. neighbourhood learning centres to provide yet to be specified services seven days a week to meet the needs of BC families. BCTF First Vice-President Susan Lambert expressed disappointment at the government’s indifference to the serious underfunding situation that exists presently, “Let’s get the resources in place to support children sitting in classrooms today and then look at new programs. BC’s education system cannot sustain more unfunded schemes from a premier with a notoriously short attention span.” Government breaks its own class-size legislation Class-size and composition data collected by the provincial government confirms that it broke its own legislation. The data presented by the minister of education shows 3,229 class-size violations with more than 30 students for the 2009–10 school year. That is down a mere 100 classes from 2008–09, but still higher than in 2007–08 when there were 3,179 violations. The numbers show the government has failed to make any progress. Of even greater concern are the numbers around class composition, the term used to describe the number of students with special needs in a classroom. The government’s own legislation sets a limit at three students with an Individual Education Plan per class. In 2010, there are close to 12,000 class-composition violations. That is up from 11,000 in 2009 and, 10,000 in 2008. BCTF President Irene Lanzinger said that it has been more than four years since BC’s teachers went on strike to improve classroom conditions, and in that time government has refused to fund their own legislation. “The result is more overcrowded classes than ever before and cash-strapped school boards forced to make damaging cuts to our education system.” Rankings in the black In an unexpected move, CanWest announced that The Vancouver Sun and The Province would not be publishing the annual Fraser Institute ratings of BC’s elementary schools this year. In the past, a 20-page supplement would be inserted in both city papers, ranking every elementary and secondary school in BC. Various reasons have been given for this decision including financial woes, Olympic coverage, and dwindling parental interest and support. Meanwhile the Fraser Institute, attempting to diminish the significance of this move, claims that its work will not be impacted since the Black newspaper chain, which owns the majority of smaller, local, newspapers across BC, has confirmed that it will publish the rankings on a community-by-community basis with, in some instances, accompanying commentary from the presidents of local teacher unions. Clearly the ongoing efforts by the BCTF to generate an informed, rational consideration of the FSA has been having an effect and participation rates continue to decline in many districts. Parents and the general public are increasingly questioning government claims that FSA data provides anything of use for the public education system. Pension consultation is over Over 8,000 teachers responded to a survey conducted by the BCTF into their views on the Inflation Adjustment Account (IAA) and the ability to index pensions into the future. Both active and retired members were well represented among the respondents. The data showed strong support for maintaining full indexing (88%) and also indicated clearly that members were willing to match employer contributions with their own, in order to preserve full indexing. The BCTF also received many letters and e-mails expressing concerns and opinions. Retired members hoped that they would not be abandoned by their active colleagues and talked of their fear of slipping into poverty or being unable to access healthcare. The BCTF Executive Committee will be bringing forward recommendations to the BCTF Annual General Meeting in March. Recom­menda­tions passed at that meeting will be given to the trustees of the Teachers’ Pension Plan as advice and guidance in their decision making. Getting no satisfaction It is that time of year when the Ministry of Education sends out satisfaction surveys to students and teachers. BCTF policy is that teachers not participate in the government’s satisfaction survey. The Ministry of Education surveys do not ask about the availability of resources, the appropriateness of class sizes, the problems of class composition, the loss of services, school closures, or the reduction of choices in schools. There have been no educational benefits from these surveys. The government uses the survey results as a public relations exercise to brag about how happy everyone is with their education policies. The teacher survey is designed to get the “right” answer from teachers and avoids any questions dealing with substantive issues facing schools, students, and teachers. No one directly involved in teaching and learning could express “satisfaction” with larger classes, fewer services, and closed neighbourhood schools. Build a Better BC Mark your calendar—attend the Teach In and join the rally to demonstrate to all of BC, the need to work together To Build a Better BC. The Federation is a partner in the community Coalition to Build a Better BC. Community service groups, cultural and arts associations, and unions joining together as one voice to call on the provincial government to: immediately stop eliminating public and community services. fulfill their legislative responsibility to provide adequate, fair, and consistent funding to support public services and community groups. work in substantive consultation with groups and individuals to build public and community services that give every individual the democratic opportunity to participate in building a better BC. Two events are scheduled The Teach In—topics include “What Cuts?” What Impacts?” “How do we react?” March 20, 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m., Vancouver Public Library Rally at the Vancouver Art Gallery April 10, 11:30 a.m. For more information contact David Halme dhalme@bctf.ca, 604-871-1883.   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=18294,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 6, April 2009  Their first day at university By Karen Larsen Parents sending their offspring off to the first day of university say they experience some of the same angst associated with the first day of Kindergarten. I sent over 400 teenagers off to what was, for most, their first day at university and I felt a sense of relief when the last bus pulled away from RE Mountain Secondary School in Langley. REMSS teachers accepted a challenge—to investigate ways of improving the school’s transition rate for students going from high school straight into post-secondary. REMSS teachers don’t have all the answers, but we decided to act on one idea—take the teenagers to a post-secondary campus and immerse them in campus activities. As part of the school’s “Health and Careers” day, Grade 10, 11, and 12 students skipped high school, with their homeroom teachers leading the way. The Grade 10s visited Kwantlen Polytechnic University’s Langley and Cloverdale campuses, with a focus on apprenticeable trades. The Grade 11s went to BCIT’s Richmond Aerospace centre, where they were introduced to a variety of programs. The Grade 12s were hosted by the University of the Fraser Valley, and were given a choice of an academic focus at Abbotsford or a trades focus at Chilliwack. Each post-secondary institute arranged workshops aimed at secondary school students, a private campus tour, and an opportunity to speak with post-secondary students and instructors. At UFV, physically going into a dorm room was a unique opportunity that the students really appreciated. This REMSS initiative was modeled after a similar event held at Langley Secondary School in 2008 and is linked to the ministry-mandated requirements of Graduation Transitions 12. GT 12 replaces the Graduation Portfolio requirement found in the original 2004 graduation program. In GT 12, students are expected to complete transition activities that are relevant to and support their career, life, and learning goals. It may take a few years to measure whether or not the field trips, which are planned to continue year after year, actually do increase the number of students who transition straight from secondary school to post-secondary. However students, parents, and teachers indicated the time was well spent. According to Grade 12 student Thomas Ivey, as a result of the visit he will apply to the theatre program at UFV, “I was not certain if I wanted to go to university, but now I have made up my mind.” His classmate, Dan Gamble, went to the UFV Chilliwack trades campus and says that as a result of the personalized tour one action he will take is “…put in my application and take the exam.” Rana Sweiss, also from the class of 2009, noted that “this tour really helped me out because UFV was one of my top choices of schools.” Sweiss felt that taking part in the criminology workshop and walking around campus made her “more serious and excited about going to UFV.” Grade 12 student Colin Fee says he needs to “pay more attention in high school classes” so that his marks will be good enough to get into the Science program at UFV before he transfers to pharmacy at UBC. When asked about her trip to BCIT Aerospace, Grade 11 student Marlana Friesen reflected, “the whole experience was really cool—it was my first visit to a post-secondary campus.” Her classmate, Leeanza Fee agreed, “I did not have a highlight during my visit, because I loved all of it.” Rajan Gill, a Grade 10 student, said that going to the campus and “seeing the environment you will be working in relieves a lot of stress in the transition towards university.” Shelby MacKenzie found horticulture intriguing. She noted that before the campus visit she and her Grade 10 classmates wouldn’t have considered it as a career option because, “until today, I didn’t even know that horticulture existed.” REMSS parents applauded the initiative. Debbie Vaughan (parent of a Grade 10 student) noted it was, “an extremely valuable experience that encourages a feeling of excitement to attend a post-secondary institution.” Classroom teachers willingly gave up a day of regular classes because they saw value in the field experience. Physics teacher John Hantke accompanied his Grade 10 homeroom to Kwantlen Polytechnic University, “it’s all about exposure” he commented, “…students were exposed to careers that they didn’t even know existed.” He added that students were presented with “a plethora of things they can do (as a career) with skills that can be learned in a classroom.” Ashley Bakker teaches English and knows, from personal experience, how difficult decisions about the future can be for Grade 12s, “especially without support from well-informed adults. Many students enter university with no real understanding of class size and structure, choices available, support offered, social dynamics, and pressure. The post-secondary field trip allowed students to see first-hand what their experience will be in university.” And here’s hoping that their first day at university will lead to a second, third, fourth, and more. Karen Larsen teaches career education at RE Mountain Secondary School, Langley. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/IntlSolidarity.aspx?id=32311,BCTF International Solidarity > Globalization and education  	BCTF International Solidarity  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Social Justice > Programs and Workshops > International Solidarity > Globalization and Education Globalization and education  Teachers and their unions face similar issues and challenges in many countries. Neo-liberal policies are a global phenomenon: funding cuts to public education, attacks on labour rights of teachers, privatization. The factors leading to these global patterns are several: international tests for comparison, the most important being the OECD’s PISA; “policy borrowing” through international conferences and publications; trade agreements that are about more than trade; and international organizations demanding neo-liberal policies.  GERM infects education globally GERM in English is a pun in the way that Pasi Sahlberg, an educator from Finland, uses it. Germs are the cause of sickness, and Sahlberg is suggesting that the Global Education Reform Movement is an illness in education systems that are following the GERM directions.  The evaluation that we have, the evaluation that we need   Hugo Aboites, Universidad Autónoma Metropolitana, Mexico, points out ways that the issues of standardized testing are similar in Mexico and Canada, as flowing from neo-liberal policies. Leaning between conspiracy and hegemony: OECD, UNESCO, and the tower of PISA This article describes the political roots of the OECD’s PISA exam in the Reagan presidency’s efforts to reshape education in neo-liberal directions. Resistance to making education a tradable commodity   The author describes the way that trade agreements are used to commodify education. Responding to globalization of education in the Americas—Strategies to support public education  Although some of the details have changed from when this article was written, the basic analysis in this paper continues to be relevant. Schools for globalized business: The APEC agenda for education  Susan Ohanian describes this article about the APEC education program as important in her understanding of globalization and education, still as relevant as when it was written in 1997. The education world is not flat—Neoliberalism's global project and teacher unions' resistance   The “flat world”, and techniques of transnational direction of education   Teaching for Transformation, April 12-13, 2012, Vancouver, BC, Canada Teaching for Transformation: International Forum on Liberating Pedagogies, and Resistance to Neo-liberalism in Education - A seminar of the IDEA Network/Red-SEPA   Information and agenda   Info sheet about women from FOMCA (Teacher Unions in America) who will be visiting locals in British Columbia Report from International Solidarity Committee members Nancy Hawkins and Barb Ryeburn, May 2012 What’s wrong with commercialization of public education?   Global trade in education depends on making education a commodity. The author describes some of the forms of commercialization and the importance of challenging the approach.   About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=29043,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2013 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 25, Number 4, Jan./Feb. 2013   Culinary education tour of China  By Eric MacNeill  The culinary education tour of China, at the end of June, 2012 included many of the sights of China that one would expect, such as The Forbidden City, The Great Wall, Tiananmen Square, and the Terra Cotta Warriors. It also included two days at the Beijing Jinsong Vocational School where we were taught a style of cooking that many of the chef instructors from BC Culinary Arts Specialist Association (BCCASA) were unfamiliar with.   We were treated to food that was fresh, colourful, and excelled in flavour and texture that went beyond any Chinese food we ever tasted. The trip also included a guide who introduced us to many cultural aspects of life in China now and during the time of the cultural revolution. Eric MacNeill, BCCASA president  Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=21663,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > October 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 23, Number 2, October 2010   Book review: The death and life of the great American school system: How testing and choice are undermining education  Diane Ravitch, New York: Basic Books, 2010 By Glen Hansman  Dr. Diane Ravitch uses The Death and Life of the Great American School System: How Testing and Choice Are Undermining Education to explain the complete 180º she has taken in her thinking around public education reform in the US. As an eminent American educational historian, former United States assistant secretary of education in the George W. Bush administration, and New York University professor, Ravitch is also a former proponent of the No Child Left Behind Act, standardized testing, charter schools, and market-based school reform. Now, in The Death and Life of the Great American School System she thoroughly condemns policy decisions that she not only advocated for but helped to design and implement during her tenure at the United States Department of Education. The book begins on a personal note, with Ravitch explaining how her views changed as she saw how No Child Left Behind and associated approaches were working out in reality. She admits that she had “jumped aboard a bandwagon, one festooned with banners celebrating the power of accountability, incentives, and markets” thinking that these would close the achievement gap between rich and poor students, empower poor parents, shine the spotlight on low-performing schools to inspire change at those schools, and cut down on educational bureaucracy. “All of this seemed to make sense,” she explains, “but there was little empirical evidence, just promise and hope. …The more I saw, the more I lost faith.” Focusing on extremely influential educational overhauls in New York City and San Diego, Ravitch thoroughly debunks the claims of effectiveness attributed to standardized testing, charter schools, choice programs, merit pay, and other market-based mechanisms for school reform, No Child Left Behind, and its successor, the Obama-championed Race to the Top program. Along the way, Ravitch also describes the consequences of large-scale philanthropy by the likes of the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, the Walton Family Foundation, and the Eli Broad Foundation—venture philanthropy, as she puts it, where donations of unprecedented size totaling tens of billions of US dollars are treated as an investment that is expected to produce measurable results. Gates, Walton, and Broad have come to exercise vast influence over American education because of their strategic investments in school reform—in particular, initiatives that promote charter schools, de-emphasize teacher training, and reward jurisdictions that embrace merit pay for teachers. Meanwhile, the Obama administration has warmly embraced these philanthropists’ agenda, despite the lack of data to support it. The policies are unlikely to improve schools, Ravitch argues, “[i]ndeed, much of what policymakers now demand will very likely make the schools less effective and may further degrade the intellectual capacity of our citizenry.” Coherent curriculum in the liberal arts and sciences, Ravitch posits, and instruction by well-trained and well-supported teachers—in every neighbourhood school—is far more important than choice and accountability. The most durable way to improve schools, she concludes, is to improve curriculum and instruction and to improve the conditions in which teachers work and children learn. Rather than continuing to diminish the quality of public education and thus endangering its very survival, she concludes, Americans must turn their attention to improving the schools “by infusing them with the substance of genuine learning and revising the conditions that make learning possible.” Teachers in BC should find The Death and Life of the Great American School System informative. While the US governance structure for public education is different than what we have here, the BC Liberal government has also used the language of accountability, standards, and choice while also taking concrete steps over the past nine years that have undermined public education and eroded the profession of teaching. And unfortunately, during the last provincial election, the BC NDP had a platform that looked only marginally more supportive of public education than the party it was trying to topple. Regardless of who is in power in BC, we remain only a few small decisions away from what has unfolded south of the border. Given the influence that the changes in the US are having on politicians and policymakers here, we should be paying attention. Further reading The flat world and education: How America’s commitment to equity will determine our future Linda Darling-Hammond, New York: Teachers College Press, 2010  Darling-Hammond’s new book examines similar themes addressed by Dr. Ravitch in The Death and Life of the Great American School System, with a particular focus on the effects of No Child Left Behind and market-based reforms on immigrant and ethnic minorities in the US. “Enormous energy is devoted in the United States to discussions of the achievement gap,” she says. “Much less attention, however, is paid to the opportunity gap—the accumulated differences in access to key educational resources—expert teachers, personalized attention, high-quality curriculum opportunities, good educational materials, and plentiful information resources—that support learning at home and at school.” Darling-Hammond highlights much of the recent research and statistics in these areas, and looks to innovations in Finland, South Korea, and Singapore, all of which emphasized well-prepared, well-supported teachers, fulsome curriculum (developed by teachers) across the subject areas, and well-resourced schools to improve student learning. Governments need to invest, not just test, she says—ultimately, our collective future depends on ensuring all people have the opportunity to learn to their full potential.   Glen Hansman is BCTF second vice-president.  Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8916,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, Number 3, January/February 2004 Health & Safety Fighting back is a wellness activity by Maureen L. MacDonald There it was, "The urgency for teacher wellness," an article by Julia Johnson, from Quesnel, right next to my Health and Safety column in the Nov./Dec. 2003 issue of Teacher. Great stuff. So true. She asks an important question: "How do you keep well enough to do the job of teaching, well enough to avoid becoming an extended-medical-leave statistic, well enough to enter today’s classrooms with peace and joy instead of living in the future vision of retirement, well enough to inspire our youth to become life-long learners?" Several colleagues were discussing wellness in the BCTF staffroom just after that newsmagazine was distributed. Christina Schut (Field Service Division) said, "Fighting back is a wellness activity." We all agreed. Chris recalled reading an article by a psychologist who said, in effect, that standing up for your rights is good for your self-esteem and your physical health. That makes sense. So, without forgetting the healthy lifestyle and all the other physical, intellectual, emotional, social, and spiritual choices teachers can make to relieve stress, we must also remember that changing of the stressful condition is what we want, and we make change happen by taking action. Fighting back is something that BCTF members do often and do with success. Is it really a wellness activity? Certainly. If it improves the learning and working conditions in schools, then it improves personal wellness. If fighting back makes us feel less like doormats and more like members of a union of professionals, our self-esteem rises and every one of us is better for it. Teaching and learning are best done when the indoor temperature and humidity are "within acceptable comfort ranges..." (WCB Reg. 4.80) The WCB standard for thermal comfort in winter is from 20º to 24ºC with 30 to 50% relative humidity, or 20º to 23ºC if the relative humidity is 60%. So do everyone a favour if the heat fails at school. Fight back. Stick together with the staff. Refuse unsafe work. And call your local president. "Being a victim is bad for your health," says Margaret McMaster, a BCTF Health and Safety training associate. Case in point: A member told his local president that he was sick and had to stay home from work the day after spending a frigid day in his unheated school. My advice was that he be told to file a WCB claim for a work-related illness, and seek to have his sick leave reinstated. Maybe he didn’t know that every worker has the right to refuse unsafe work. (WCB Reg.3.12) He knows now. Fight back against exposure to Fifth Disease by pregnant members with no Fifth antibodies, and by others with suppressed immune systems. (If you missed my column on Fifth Disease last April, you can find it on the BCTF web site at bctf.ca/ezine/archive/2002-2003/2003-04/support/06FifthDisease.html.) The WCB recognizes Fifth Disease as "biohazardous material" for certain employees, and says that employers must implement an exposure control plan to eliminate or reduce the risk, pursuant to WCB Reg. 6.34. Now, 10 months later, the BCTF believes that those plans should be in place already, and the BCPSEA is cautioning school boards not to develop a district exposure control plan because this is a provincial matter. But the BCPSEA is not an employer of any BCTF members. It is the bargaining agent for school boards. Some of our employers have Fifth Disease exposure control plans in place, thank you very much. Some of our employers are not implementing plans, despite the WCB ruling, because of the BCPSEA advice. Is there any choice but to fight back? Would you want to belong to an organization that let it ride? Violent incidents in classrooms are not to be tolerated. ("Fight back" seems like a violent term when considered alongside violent incidents, but you know what I mean by fighting back with logic and reason and it does not involve violence at all.) Members who have put up with biting, spitting, hitting, kicking, screaming students in the past are fighting back. They file violent incident reports to the WCB and the school board. They report physical injuries such as bruises and bites to the first-aid attendant to be noted in the school’s first aid log. They document all incidents. They report their concerns to the Joint Occupational Health & Safety Committee at the worksite. They use Section 91 of the School Act to medically exclude a student who has a "physical, mental, or emotional condition that would endanger the health or welfare of the other students..." They involve others who are able to resolve the problems. Teachers are not afraid of fighting back against chronic underfunding to get safer and healthier schools. Whether it is having hot and cold running water, reinstating high standards of cleanliness in school buildings, removal of mould and mildew, getting new lights that don’t hum, seismic upgrading, or any other health and safety issue, we’ll be there. That’s "we." That’s not "they." That’s you and you and you and you and me. Together. Count on it. If you would like your name added to the BCTF occupational health and safety e-mail list, please contact Whitney Burgess at wburgess@bctf.ca. Maureen MacDonald is the prevention officer in the BCTF Health and Safety Department. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=21908&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 23, Number 4, Jan./Feb. 2011   Looking back  By Chris Bocking   70 years ago It is all very well to warn parents that report card ratings are made only in relation to their children’s ability. But, more often than not, parents are in no position to evaluate accurately this ability. One reason is that the parent has little opportunity of seeing how his child measures up to other children of his own age. Johnny may seem bright and teachable to a fond mother at home. To his teacher at school he may be of only average or even below average ability. Another reason is that the duller the parent himself is, the more unlikely he is to realize that his offspring is a chip off the old block and to make allowances for him accordingly. – January 1941, The BC Teacher  50 years ago Measurement is an area of frequent difficulty. Many children find it difficult to remember the number of ounces in a pound, quarts in a gallon, quarts in a peck, pecks in a bushel, inches in a yard, feet in a rod, rods in a mile, square feet in a square yard, etc. because the measures are meaningless to them. How often are groceries and other dry goods purchased by the quart or the peck? When is distance measured in rods? – February 1961, The BC Teacher   30 years ago After years of feeling that our teaching was effective and rewarding, we were finding that changing circumstances were making our efforts ineffective. Moreover, we could not see that those with “new” approaches (some of which we had tried and discarded a decade or more earlier) were accomplishing any more than we were. We were “burning out” because we were “burned up” over the practices associated with “schools without failure”—schools that made great demands on the teachers but demanded little of the pupils. Teachers with a sense of traditional cultural values have been burning out because they see these values ignored, denigrated, or trampled on, in the names of fairness, kindness, freedom, and human dignity. Schools without failure do not promote the qualities of responsibility, self-support, and application to distasteful activity that allow a person to achieve real success. – Jan./Feb. 1981, The BC Teacher  10 years ago There are many pure, net pluses with small numbers in a primary classroom. Kindergarten and Grades 1, 2, and 3 are critical years in child development. Indeed, what years are not? Smaller classes promote learning and allow more time for positive, caring interaction. However, it doesn’t stop with eight-year-olds. Primary teachers are aware that 22 students in their Grade 3 classes are not so well accommodated in a Grade 4 class of 30 or more. Larger classes require more support. They can change the whole climate of the school. – Jan./Feb. 2001, Teacher newsmagazine Compiled by Chris Bocking, Keating Elementary School, Saanich   )
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/BrownieScott/status/517783412610838528,Scott Brown on Twitter: "@AndreaWoo @TheSunnyDhillon If you say "My Cocaine" in an English accent you nail Michael Caine saying his own name everytime" টুইটার অনুসন্ধান অনুসন্ধান টুইটার খুঁজুন সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ ভাষা : বাংলা. हिन्दी Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন টুইটার-এ নতুন ? আজই যোগদান করুন » সাইন ইন করুন ফোন, ইমেল বা ব্যবহারকারীর নাম পাসওয়ার্ড সাইন ইন আমাকে মনে রাখুন পাসওয়ার্ড ভুলে গেছেন? ইতিমধ্যে আপনি কি টেক্সট বার্তার মাধ্যমে টুইটার ব্যবহার করছেন? Andrea Woo ‏ @AndreaWoo ২ অক্টোবর . @TheSunnyDhillon: “Wanna hear my Michael Caine impression? Only have one line + it has to be loud. SHE WAS ONL— Never mind, I’ll come back” সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট অনুসরণ অনুসরণ করা কর্মসমূহ:অনুসরণ না করা অবরুদ্ধ অবরোধ মুক্ত মুলতুবি বাতিল Scott Brown ‏ @BrownieScott ২ অক্টোবর @AndreaWoo @TheSunnyDhillon If you say "My Cocaine" in an English accent you nail Michael Caine saying his own name everytime প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট পুনঃটুইটগুলি ৫ প্রিয় ৩ ২:০৯ অপরাহ্ণ - ২ অক্টোবর, ২০১৪ Adam Grossman ‏ @AdamJGrossman ২ অক্টোবর @BrownieScott @AndreaWoo @TheSunnyDhillon Some Michael Caine coaching for you... http://youtu.be/HFIQIpC5_wY  মিডিয়া দেখুন মিডিয়া লুকান প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Sunny Dhillon ‏ @TheSunnyDhillon ২ অক্টোবর @AdamJGrossman @BrownieScott @AndreaWoo That's the clip that started us down this path. সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Adam Grossman ‏ @AdamJGrossman ২ অক্টোবর @TheSunnyDhillon @BrownieScott @AndreaWoo Seen the 2nd series yet? Just as great, as are the MC impersonations https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ygxEPkufryI … মিডিয়া দেখুন মিডিয়া লুকান প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Scott Brown থেকে কোন আপডেট মিস্ করবেন না © 2014 টুইটার সম্বন্ধে সহায়তা বিজ্ঞপ্তি তথ্য বন্ধ মিডিয়াটিকে চিহ্নিত করুন এটি ইতিমধ্যে সংবেদনশীল কন্টেন্ট ধারণকারী হিসাবে চিহ্নিত হয়েছে। পতাকা তুলুন এটি সম্ভাব্যরূপে অবৈধ বিষয়বস্তুর ধারণকারী হিসেবে। সমর্পণ করা বাতিল মিডিয়াকে চিহ্নিত করা সম্পর্কে আরো জানুন খারিজ বন্ধ পূর্ববর্তী পরবর্তী বন্ধ একজন ব্যক্তির প্রোফাইলে যান সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ বন্ধ আপনার অনুসরণকারীদের এই পুনঃটুইটটি পাঠাবেন? বাতিল পুনঃটুইট বন্ধ আপনি কি নিশ্চিত যে এই টুইট মুছে দিতে চান? বাতিল মুছে ফেলুন বন্ধ রোধ করন বাতিল রোধ করন আপনার টুইটসমুহে একটি অবস্থান যুক্ত করুন যখন একটি অবস্থানের সঙ্গে আপনার টুইট করেন, টুইটার সেই অবস্থান সংরক্ষণ করে। প্রত্যেক টুইটের আগে আপনি আপনার অবস্থান চালু / বন্ধ করতে পারেন, এবং যে কোনও সময় আপনি আপনার অবস্থানের ইতিহাস মুছে ফেলতে পারেন। আরো জানুন অবস্থান চালু করুন এখন নয় স্থান বন্ধ করুন বন্ধ প্রোফাইল সারসংক্ষেপ বন্ধ আপনার তালিকাসমূহ বন্ধ একটি নতুন তালিকা তৈরি করুন নাম তালিকা বিবরণ 100 অক্ষরের কম, ঐচ্ছিক তালিকাসমূহ:গোপনীয়তা সাধারণ · যে কেউ এই তালিকা অনুসরণ করতে পারেন ব্যক্তিগত · শুধুমাত্র আপনিই এই তালিকায় প্রবেশ করতে পারবেন তালিকা সংরক্ষণ করুন বন্ধ বন্ধ এই টুইট স্থাপিত কর আপনার নীচের ওয়েবসাইটে কোডটি অনুলিপি দ্বারা এই টুইট যোগ করুন * আরও জানুন হুম, সার্ভারে পৌঁছনোর একটি সমস্যা ছিল। পরে আবার চেষ্টা করবেন? প্রকৃত টুইট অন্তর্ভুক্ত করুন অন্তর্ভুক্ত মিডিয়া প্রাকদর্শন বন্ধ টুইটারে নিবন্ধন করুন টুইটারে নেই? নিবন্ধন করুন, আপনির পছন্দের বিষয়গুলির সাথে যুক্ত হন, এবং তাদের বিষয়ে হালনাগাদ পান। একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন » বন্ধ দুটি উপায় (প্রেরণ এবং গ্রহণ) শর্ট কোড: দেশ কোড গ্রাহকদের জন্য মার্কিন যুক্তরাষ্ট্র 40404 (যে কোন) কানাডা 21212 (যে কোন) যুক্তরাজ্য 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM হাইতি 40404 Digicel, Voila আয়ারল্যান্ড 51210 Vodafone, O2 ভারত 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance ইন্দোনেশিয়া 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » অন্য দেশসমুহের এসএসএস সংক্ষিপ্ত কোড দেখুন বন্ধ নিশ্চিতকরণ)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141006,globalnews.ca,http://globalnews.ca/video/1567535/dtjsEC/,Press conference: BCTF president Jim Iker on tentative deal | Watch News Videos Online Your Region: National BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg On TV: News Hour Sections National National sections Locals Local sections Watch Watch sections Search Canada Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released Sections Health Money Consumer Tech Entertainment Environment Science Lifestyle Sports Featured Canada World Politics Investigations Canada Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released Your Region National Change BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Health Money Consumer Tech Entertainment Environment Science Lifestyle Sports Jump to a Region National BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Elephant calf gets a helping hand after falling over at Zurich Zoo Schedule NowNews Hour 6:30pmGlobal National More Programs News Hour BC1 Morning News Noon News Hour Weekend Morning News Weekend Noon News More Personalities Chris Gailus Sophie Lui Sonia Sunger Kate Gajdosik Elaine Yong Keith Baldrey More News Should B.C. raise the fine for distracted driving?   Satellite Debris – Oct 3 News Iconic WWII Canadian image commemorated in New West News Global BC’s Thanks For Giving Food Drive News Bif Naked takes on welfare challenge News Lemonade stand boys pay it forward Weather Weather Window, September 27-October 3 Crime Man killed outside elementary school in Richmond Trending Ebola chocolate Lab rescue Texas Ebola Consort shooting Picture day controversy Bra cam Compass Card News Hour BC September 16 2014 9:06pm 15:57 Press conference: BCTF president Jim Iker on tentative deal Loading... Tue, Sep 16: BCTF president Jim Iker talks to the media Tuesday afternoon about the tentative deal struck between the BC government and the teachers. <iframe width='670' height='437' frameborder='0' allowfullscreen src='http://globalnews.ca/video/embed/1567535/'>Your browser does not support frames. <a href="http://globalnews.ca/video/1567535/press-conference-bctf-president-jim-iker-on-tentative-deal">Click here to view the frameless video.</a>.</iframe> More Videos News Hour: Oct 5 17:17 Coquitlam teachers in pay dispute 01:53 A school without a playground 02:00 Dragon Boat Society building damaged by fire 02:00 MLAs return to work Monday 02:27 Radio towers a step closer to approval 01:52 Hide video player Video Home 17:17 News Hour BC News Hour: Oct 5 01:53 News Hour BC Coquitlam teachers in pay dispute 02:00 News Hour BC A school without a playground 02:00 News Hour BC Dragon Boat Society building damaged by fire 02:27 News Hour BC MLAs return to work Monday 01:52 News Hour BC Radio towers a step closer to approval 16:19 News Hour BC News Hour: Oct 4 01:53 News Hour BC Ebola Update 01:56 News Hour BC Construction “nightamre” in West Vancouver 02:36 News Hour BC ‘Wait for Me, Daddy’ sculpture unveiled 01:45 News Hour BC Fire destroys nearly built seniors’ complex 02:10 News Hour BC Massive sinkhole in Saanich 02:09 News Hour BC Rescue dogs arrive in Pacific Northwest 01:35 News Hour BC Mr. Oh Canada takes a tumble 01:22 News Hour BC 12 homes evacuated in Saanich 18:14 News Hour BC News Hour: Oct 3 05:09 News Hour BC Satellite Debris – Oct 3 02:30 News Hour BC Olympic athlete shares organ donation story 02:18 News Hour BC Famous ‘Wait for me, Daddy’ photo honoured with News Westminster monument 01:36 News Hour BC Tzou the 3-year-old St. Bernard goes missing from stolen truck 01:56 News Hour BC Lucia Jimenez Inquest: Private security guards qualifications questioned 02:15 News Hour BC New book says B.C. needs to care better for marine mammals 02:01 News Hour BC Penalties increase for texting and driving 02:00 News Hour BC Lawsuit alleges RCMP officer on steroids 01:38 News Hour BC Teen shot in Abbotsford 02:15 News Hour BC Robert Wright surveillance video 18:19 News Hour BC News Hour: Oct 2 01:53 News Hour BC UVic needs help reuniting mysterious WWI drawings with artist’s family 00:39 News Hour BC Frantic 9-1-1 call from CBSA 02:22 News Hour BC Lemonade stand boys pay it forward   Latest National Video Sochi: Beyond the Podium Programs Global National Everyday Hero Global National Mandarin 16x9 Season 7 Season 6 Season 5 Season 4 Season 3 Season 2 The West Block The Morning Show Categories Canada World Money Politics Health Technology Sports Entertainment Weather Online Exclusive Jump to a Region BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Connect Facebook Twitter Google+ RSS Contact Us Global News About Us Privacy Policy Principles & Practices Terms & Conditions Copyright Shaw Media Advertise Open Data © Shaw Media Inc., 2014. All rights reserved. Follow Follow “Global News” Get every new post delivered to your Inbox. Join 3,820 other followers Powered by WordPress.com Shaw Connect Expand News Entertainment Entertainment Home Celebs Movies TV Music Living Lifestyle Food Home & Living Sports Money Tech Travel Breaktime Autos Watch TV Online All Sites Global Global News Food Network HGTV History Television Showcase Slice DTOUR ET Canada National Geographic Movietime Lifetime H2 DIY Action NG Wild Mystery IFC BBC Deja Vu Twist)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7310&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 4, January/February 2006 BC teachers making a difference, globally Many teachers are engaged in projects that reach well beyond their classroom, with a global focus. Every winter and summer holiday, a group of BC teachers goes to Cuba to offer workshops on teaching English. The BCTF International Solidarity Program supports projects that encourage female teachers in Central America to take leadership positions in their unions. The BCTF works with other teacher unions on issues related to globalization and trade agreements. Individual teachers sponsor projects to take students to less developed countries to work on development projects. Many secondary schools have global justice clubs that help students engage with social justice ideas and projects. Every summer several BC teachers take part in Project Overseas, the Canadian Teachers’ Federation program that offers extensive professional development workshops for teachers in Africa, Asia, and the Middle East. If any of these interest you, consider attending the "BC Teachers Making a Difference, Globally" workshop on Saturday, February 18, from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. at the BCTF building in Vancouver. The program will tell you about BCTF international solidarity projects and the global education resources and workshops that have been developed by BC teachers, as well as share ideas on how to bring internationalism into your own classroom. There is no cost for the workshop, but please pre-register. For further information or to register, contact Larry Kuehn, lkuehn@bctf.ca or Anne Field, afield@bctf.ca.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/WorkArea/mediainsert.aspx?scope=all&action=ViewLibraryByCategory&folder=6570&type=files&dentrylink=0&EditorName=&enhancedmetaselect=&selectids=&selecttitles=&separator=&metadataformtagid=True&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&LangType=,Object moved Object moved to here.  	mediainsert  Insert QuickLink Page of [First Page] [Previous Page] [Next Page] [Last Page])
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11192,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2002 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 14, Number 4, Jan./Feb. 2002 Why business wants privatized education by Rod Albert You can almost see them rubbing their hands with glee, bouncing up and down like Scrooge McDuck in his vault. On October 10, 2001, a cross-section of for-profit education providers attended the 5th Canadian Education Industry Summit in Toronto. This is what they heard: According to Merrill Lynch, education opportunity globally is approaching $3 trillion annually —$60 billion in the U.S. alone. Fifty-five million students attend schools in North America. Even with the General Agreement on Trade and Services (GATS), education is one of the least liberalized services and has not been opened up to real trade yet. Education is open to GATS only if a country is prepared to put it on the table. Most countries fear a loss of cultural control and have not risked opening that Pandora’s box. Since 1989, Canada’s export trade in education has remained at about $500 million annually. The main source of revenue in educational trade is from foreign students who attend Canadian schools. Private universities are growing in the United States. Prior to September 11, education was the major issue for the Bush administration. E-learning has not been the "money-pony" market forecasters thought it would be two years ago because students overwhelmingly prefer "bricks-and-mortar" education. In 2000, total education industry revenues topped $100 billion in the U.S., and 8% growth over 1999. Main revenue sources were childcare, with $22.6 billion, instructor-led training, with $17.3 billion, and post secondary, with $9.3 billion. In the K–12 market, charter school revenues continue to grow rapidly, increasing by 49% in 2000 to reach $610 million. As strongly as charter schools have performed, most firms have yet to turn a profit. It is postulated that financial success in this market will ultimately depend upon the ability of charter schools to demonstrate that they can improve academic performance relative to their public-school counterparts. It is expected that the $5 billion testing and assessment market will grow by 10 to 15% annually over the next three years as performance-based evaluations become more prevalent. The childcare industry was described as a cottage industry with only 7% of childcare centres in the U.S. operated by national chains. Conclusion: There is still "much market to conquer." With neo-conservative friends like Premier Harris and Treasurer Flaherty, one can see why private business and corporations providing educational services such as teacher testing expect to receive even more government dollars, which would otherwise go directly to public schools! Rod Albert is an executive assistant with the Ontario Secondary School Teachers’ Federation. Reprinted from Update, newsletter of the OSSTF, Nov. 6, 2001. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2011/10/teachers-upset-with-bcpsea-allegations.html?showComment0751319810837618,Staffroom Confidential: Teachers upset with BCPSEA allegations and threats Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Thursday, October 27, 2011 Teachers upset with BCPSEA allegations and threats Teachers in Greater Victoria flooded the District email server today to tell Trustees the truth about teachers' working hours. They were upset at the suggestion by BCPSEA that teachers should be paying 15% of their salary back to Boards (via the union) because of our job action. Here are some excerpts from their letters: We'll, I've just spent my lunch hour running around like a 'chicken with it's head cut off' trying to prep. for my afternoon classes. This is a regular occurrence now that my prep. time is among the lowest in Canada and I have to do all my own photocopying and the other countless jobs in order to effectively present lessons for my students. Of course, marking and assessing my students' work usually has to wait until the evening when my daughter is asleep and I can have several hours to myself. I urge you to reconsider your position, speak out against this LRB application, and urge your local negotiating team to get back to the table and bargain in good faith. It is key that you have a clear understanding of the ongoing dedication of the work teachers are committed to inside and out of their classrooms....As far as reporting, as a special education teacher, I am currently writing 8-12 page IEP reports for each of my students, meeting with parents in 90 minute meetings and collaborating with staff on how best these students can be supported. Please pay attention and take positive action to support teachers, students and schools. It was with a great deal of sadness that I read about the total lack of respect exhibited by those that would seek to punish myself and my colleagues for attempting to follow a process that was, I assumed, a fundamental right. Like every teaching professional I have done my job in the classroom, which includes communicating with parents when they so desired, or when I was concerned about an individual student. After regular school hours, as the senior Drama teacher in the district, I put in countless hours in the presentation of productions, as do all other extra curricular teachers and coaches... What is wrong with this picture? I too work between 45 and 50 hours a week for little over four days a week pay. I have enough self respect to know I’m shamefully underpaid, but there are other considerations. No one yet has mentioned what this crushing need in our schools has done to our family members. Yesterday, I got a phone call from my husband. His mother is dying. He was scrambling to arrange a last minute flight back east so he could be there at the end. After school, instead of rushing home to make him a meal before rushing him out to the airport, I was in my classroom, talking with a boy who has escaped gang life. He wanted my advice on a budding romance between him and an older co-worker. He wanted to talk about his mother, who is dying. He needed to tell me about his father, who has cancer. His sister has special needs. I spent an hour with him, ignoring the huge stack of marking on my desk, the fact that at home I had a sick child, the fact that my husband had just learned he was about to lose his mother, and was present and patient with this kid, because this kid and every other kid in this province matter. This isn’t a game. It’s not some pathetic macho posturing on our part. Our job takes it out of our bones, and we do it because we care. Does anyone else? My husband ended up making supper. Again. This year has been a roller coaster, so far, to say the least. I was excited and enthusiastic to begin my classes and meet my new students, and this element of my job has not let me down in the slightest. I feel inspired and energized on a daily basis and sink my heart, soul and body into my students and their learning. I have corresponded with parents, sent home progress reports, worked with students before and after school as well as during my lunch hours. I am thrilled once again to be so involved with the young minds of our future and to be amongst fellow professionals. My colleagues and I continue to meet in our departments and on school based teams with the intention to provide the very best educational experiences for our students. On the flip side, is the absolutely devastating disrespect of our employer. We seem to be a throw away profession, attacked publicly, who do not garner even a modicum of positive support or respect from the Ministry of Education. It is heartbreaking that we invest 5 years of our lives and tens of thousands of dollars to become the very teachers who are so devalued in this province. On the heels of the countless hours of my own time that I spend marking, I am a senior level, secondary English teacher, and providing student support and activities, I learned yesterday that the government is seeking to reduce our pay by 15-20%. I was on my way to work at the time, and wanted nothing more than to turn around, go back home and issue my resignation...I am glad that I am not an easily defeated person, and arrived at work EARLY and in a positive mood to meet my students. I will NOT resign, but only strengthen my resolve to unite with my colleagues to make the changes desperately needed for our students of today and the future. I need you to support me and my colleagues. We are not doing less.... we are doing everything we are suppose to do and more. I started this email last night at 11pm when I was replying to student emails and communications to parents. I have made it very clear to all my parents and students that I am available to update, discuss and communicate any time that they want. I've told them I will call, evenings, weekends, what ever works for them. I have not shut down but rather freely open the doors to parental participation and support without hesitation. Perhaps this job action is the best possible situation for parental and teacher relations. I want to be that teacher parents know they can trust and rely on to help support their children. I work incredibly hard to make it so. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 4:47 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 8 comments: AnonymousOctober 27, 2011 at 8:39 PM Am I working 20% less? Let's see: I'm still at school by 7 (way before the admin). I'm still there after 5 each night (long after admin has gone). I'm still coming in on the weekend to prep and mark (with fellow teachers, no admin). I've emailed regular updates (once, twice, sometimes thrice a week) to my students' parents. Yet I read that teachers are supposedly neglecting parental communication? I have an email folder that I call "Job Security". It's jammed full of communications from parents thanking me for keeping them in the loop. It's there because I'm expecting some district data expert to question what I'm worth! George, please follow me for a day before you make ignorant claims.ReplyDelete Ian WenigerOctober 27, 2011 at 9:57 PM And don't get me started on a Teachers Council that ISN'T.ReplyDelete AnonymousOctober 28, 2011 at 7:07 AM 16%!? When the hell did that happen?ReplyDelete AnonymousOctober 28, 2011 at 8:05 PM I have worked full time and more since Sept - extra at home and weekends. However, because I am a teacher-librarian, my two schools couldn't find enough time to officially give me 1.0 fte. I therefore work the same hours as everyone else, but get .941 of full time pay. I used to do report cards (for 17 years). It took hours of extra time. Now I do hours of other jobs. Maybe MLAs should have their pay cut when they are not sitting in the legislature. That would make more sense.ReplyDelete AnonymousOctober 29, 2011 at 6:18 PM I worked as a teacher for over a decade in BC before recently moving to Alberta. I am disgusted and disheartened by this blantant union busting attempt. It is with complete ignorance about the teaching profession that someone would demand a paycut for job action by saying teachers are working less at this time. All of my teaching friends are following the same protocol we've followed for years - keeping parents well-informed about their children's progress via formal and informal meetings, phone calls, and newsletters or emails. Not once in my career did I ever have time to write my report cards at school during school hours. Like most teachers, all of my reports were done at home, long after the families, students, and government officials had called their day finished. My colleagues who are student support teachers or counsellors spend copious amounts of hours dealing with the school board issued broadband restrictions that limit accessibility to the BCECIS documentation process they are required to complete for each student on their caseload. Teachers take time out of every part of their day (and often their wallets as well) to make sure their students are successful, feeling loved, clothed and fed. We give up our time with our own families to coach, mentor, put on extra-curricular after hours activities such as concerts. We donate our time in support of parent-run fun events. We buy the cupcakes at school bake sales. Like myself, many teachers who move schools or communities stay in touch with their former students. I'm sure what this speaker MEANT to suggest was a 15% pay raise that reflects the actual out of classroom time and money spent by most teachers in preparation for, reporting of, and loving of their students. SHAME ON YOU.ReplyDelete AnonymousNovember 15, 2011 at 8:01 AM the damage inflicted upon us by the Liberals will not be repaired by the NDP. Jim Morrison: ....."this is the end" my friend.ReplyDelete AnonymousNovember 22, 2011 at 6:49 PM A former colleague in my district is now an MLA/cabinet minister and noted that his "new" job is a lot easier than teaching was. Interesting that his salary is now more than double that of the highest paid teachers in his former workplace.ReplyDelete AnonymousNovember 24, 2011 at 7:24 PM It disgusts me to think that people actually believe that rubbish. The amount of hours and time spent by teachers outside of the classroom is astounding. What angers me even more is that principals were once teachers too and they should know, and be able to pass on, how much time it takes to prepare lessons, mark, write report cards. They were in the same position as we are, yet their support diminishes during this time of negotiation. Our current government talks a lot of rhetoric when they say they value education and want to invest in our childrens' future. Quite frankly I don't see it. The only thing I see is that after each election the governing body decides it it is time to give themselves a raise. Maybe they should take a pay cut and put the money into the children's education instead.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ▼  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ▼  October (16) Abbott's plan: some thoughts... Teachers upset with BCPSEA allegations and threats... BCPSEA's hypocritical application to LRB over BC t... Occupy Education Builds Momentum The "transformation agenda" for BC education? - fo... Big brother and the Ministry of Education How to judge a School Board candidate - by their r... Solidarity and the 99% - Why teachers should suppo... Occupying Education Abbott's plan: Drastic changes with no consultatio... Guest post: Tobey Steeves on Bills 27/28 - a perso... BCPSEA - missing the point on local bargaining We are the 99 BC government proposal for class composition is "r... A little interlude... BC School Trustees consider a teacher lockout ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141007,www.reddit.com,http://www.reddit.com/r/canada/comments/27yuxd/bc_teachers_strike_no_classes_monday_full_strike/,B.C. teachers' strike: No classes Monday, full strike Tuesday : canada jump to content my subreddits announcementsArtAskRedditaskscienceawwblogbookscreepydataisbeautifulDIYDocumentariesEarthPornexplainlikeimfiveFitnessfoodfunnyFuturologygadgetsgamingGetMotivatedgifshistoryIAmAInternetIsBeautifulJokesLifeProTipslistentothismildlyinterestingmoviesMusicnewsnosleepnottheonionOldSchoolCoolpersonalfinancephilosophyphotoshopbattlespicsscienceShowerthoughtsspacesportstelevisiontifutodayilearnedTwoXChromosomesUpliftingNewsvideosworldnewsWritingPromptsedit subscriptions front -all -random |  gifs -Art -IAmA -food -nottheonion -news -movies -mildlyinteresting -gadgets -tifu -Fitness -Documentaries -science -listentothis -Jokes -TwoXChromosomes -DIY -television -history -philosophy -aww -dataisbeautiful -books -GetMotivated -photoshopbattles -UpliftingNews -EarthPorn -worldnews -space -sports -InternetIsBeautiful -todayilearned -Showerthoughts -pics -funny -Music -Futurology -videos -WritingPrompts -explainlikeimfive -askscience -creepy -AskReddit -OldSchoolCool -gaming -nosleep -LifeProTips -personalfinancemore »  canada comments related want to join? login or register in seconds| English limit my search to /r/canada use the following search parameters to narrow your results: subreddit:subreddit find submissions in "subreddit" author:username find submissions by "username" site:example.com find submissions from "example.com" url:text search for "text" in url selftext:text search for "text" in self post contents self:yes (or self:no) include (or exclude) self posts nsfw:yes (or nsfw:no) include (or exclude) results marked as NSFW e.g. subreddit:aww site:imgur.com dog see the search faq for details. advanced search: by author, subreddit... this post was submitted on 12 Jun 2014 37 points (85% upvoted) shortlink: remember mereset password login Submit a new link Submit a new text post canadasubscribeunsubscribe150,455 readers 478 users here now We decided on this description politely. Rules Detailed rules can be found here Do: Be excellent to each other! Follow reddiquette[4] Report content that is hateful, spam, or off-topic Message the moderators when you report something. It can be difficult to tell why something was flagged Don't: Be rude or hostile[2] Resort to insults based on race, gender, sexual orientation, or religious beliefs[2] Post users' personal information Editorialize submission titles[1] Make low content posts (including images of memes, scenery, or generic pictures, etc[6][7] Use link shorteners (i.e. bit.ly, tinyurl) Canadian subreddit network A complete listing can be found here Provinces Alberta British Columbia Manitoba New Brunswick Newfoundland and Labrador Northwest Territories Nova Scotia Nunavut Ontario Prince Edward Island Quebec Saskatchewan Yukon Cities Barrie, ON Brampton Burlington, ON Calgary Durham region, ON Edmonton Fredericton Guelph Halifax Hamilton Kelowna Kingston Kitchener Lethbridge London Mississauga Moncton, NB Montreal Niagara Ottawa Peterborough, ON Regina Saskatoon St. Johns, NL Sudbury Thunder Bay Toronto Vancouver Victoria, BC Waterloo Whistler, BC Windsor Winnipeg Professional Sports Hockey Calgary Flames Edmonton Oilers Montreal Canadiens Ottawa Senators Toronto Maple Leafs Vancouver Canucks Winnipeg Jets Team Canada Basketball Toronto Raptors Baseball Toronto Blue Jays Soccer Montreal Impact Toronto FC Vancouver Whitecaps Football CFL Post-secondary institutions See full listing at /r/CanadianPostSecondary/ Other Fundraising Canada Canada Politics Canadian Forces Canadia First Session of the 41st Parliament CBC Radio O Canada Immigration Canada Discussion Sister subreddits Australia Ireland New Zealand United Kingdom Links OpenParliament.ca - Keep tabs on Parliament Official Citizenship and Immigration Canada website Contact Join #reddit-canada on freenode IRC (freenode client) Join #canada on snoonet IRC (mibbit client) For instructions, assistance, questions or more info, please see this thread The moderators of r/Canada reserve the right to moderate posts and comments at their discretion, with regard to their perception of the suitability of said posts and comments for this subreddit. Thank you for your understanding. a community for 6 years message the moderators MODERATORS qgyh2 DrJulianBashir Lucky75Ontario Canada_ModeratorCanada CanadaCSS AutoModerator sweet_nightmaresQuébec 36 37 38 B.C. teachers' strike: No classes Monday, full strike Tuesday (cbc.ca) submitted 3 months ago by Tarkmenistan 57 comments sharecancel loading... all 57 comments sorted by: best best top new hot controversial old random [–][deleted] 19 points20 points21 points 3 months ago (36 children) If things go like they have been lately, Monday the Parliament will pass a special back to work bill deeming BC teachers an essential service. permalink [–]captainbling 3 points4 points5 points 3 months ago (0 children) Didn't they try that last time? permalink parent [–]VeraVova 0 points1 point2 points 3 months ago (0 children) No they won't. Everyone top down has said that won't happen. And now that they have won two Labour relations board rulings... they have the leverage not the TF. permalink parent [+]Surf_ScienceBritish Columbia comment score below threshold-21 points-20 points-19 points 3 months ago (33 children) How dare they undermine the BCTF's attempt to fuck over the students at the last possible moment. I mean they can't bargain during the summer because... and they did nothing in terms of bargaining for the entire school year because... Do you really want to live in some kind of meritocracy in which a teacher can't get paid $90,000 for working 6 hours a day, 9 months a year? permalink parent [–]smeddy95 8 points9 points10 points 3 months ago (13 children) Do you seriously think teachers work six hours a day? permalink parent [–]Surf_ScienceBritish Columbia -1 points0 points1 point 3 months ago (12 children) I was being facetious but there is some kind of collective myth that all teachers put in a lot of extra hours. There are a lot of teachers who can get away with putting in little, or no, extra time. permalink parent [–]smeddy95 1 point2 points3 points 3 months ago (11 children) I'm sure there are a bunch of teachers who coast as much as possible, just like in any profession, but in general teachers work way more than 40 hours a week. permalink parent [–]Surf_ScienceBritish Columbia 1 point2 points3 points 3 months ago (10 children) but in general teachers work way more than 40 hours a week. Can you back that up? permalink parent [–]smeddy95 2 points3 points4 points 3 months ago (9 children) Do you seriously disagree with that? Pretty simple math. Do you think lesson planning, marking, and meeting with students/parents for 3-6 different classes accounts for less than five hours per week? permalink parent [–]Surf_ScienceBritish Columbia 0 points1 point2 points 3 months ago (8 children) Lesson plans can be reused year to year, many tests are given on scantron and meetings with parents are a couple nights a year... they also have allotted prep time. permalink parent [–]gobbo 2 points3 points4 points 3 months ago (6 children) That's the theory, but only a few teachers actually work that way. 1.5 hrs prep/wek in some districts, simply not realistic. Lesson plans are rarely reused that way. Some teachers are not as dedicated, but most are. permalink parent [–]Surf_ScienceBritish Columbia -1 points0 points1 point 3 months ago (5 children) Lesson plans are rarely reused that way. That is not true. As you said your wife just started teaching, the first couple years are hard, maybe they should be paid a supplement. After that there can be a hell of a lot of coasting. I don't object to teachers being paid well, I object to pretending like somehow they don't currently have a good contract. Increases in teacher salaries have been massively outpacing inflation. They've basically been asking, and receiving, for 15-19% salary increases in ~2000. Some teachers are not as dedicated, but most are. And it would be great if the dedicated teachers were compensated for it. permalink parent continue this thread [–]smeddy95 0 points1 point2 points 3 months ago (0 children) Alright then. permalink parent [–]Shiftyeyedduck 2 points3 points4 points 3 months ago (5 children) Dude, most get far, far less than $90K. It's only with ten years experience and a masters degree. They are also the second worst paid teachers on Canada. The BC goverment has cash to subsidise big business' pipelines, and hydro-dams and many other give aways but nothing for the kids. permalink parent [–]Surf_ScienceBritish Columbia 0 points1 point2 points 3 months ago (4 children) Dude, most get far, far less than $90K. It's only with ten years experience and a masters degree. That is what the BCTF was demanding. I think the current average is $71,000 which is a damn fine salary for 9 months of work. With benefits and pension compensation is ~$100,000. The BC goverment has cash to subsidise big business' pipelines, and hydro-dams and many other give aways but nothing for the kids. Yeah... this isn't for the kids. The BCTF is asking for hundreds of millions for teachers, not for the kids. They are also the second worst paid teachers on Canada. That is not true. permalink parent [–]gobbo 4 points5 points6 points 3 months ago (0 children) That is not the current average. In this district it's the top compensation for seniority without a master's. I'd be interested in seeing how those stats are being quoted, and what's being filtered out. What few people realize is there's a demographics war in the profession. Up-and-coming teachers are dealing with the fracturing of jobs into part-time chunks that puts seniority out of reach and adds tons of extra work, and often they are happy to make $40K. Many boomer-age teachers are in top seniority positions and they get pointed at as the average, but they're just a typical demographic bulge. permalink parent [–]Shiftyeyedduck 2 points3 points4 points 3 months ago (2 children) For all this people who think the teachers wage demands are too high, just have a look at what the politicians who think so have made in the last few years: Helping manage the BC government's war on school teachers and public education is Deputy Minister of Education James Gorman. He is a long time senior bureaucrat. Public accounts show his salary in fiscal 2006 was $164,085. In fiscal 2011, it was $228,942, an increase of 40% in five years. During that period, Gorman's expenses were $136,616. Gorman looks positively frugal compared to his colleague Rick Davis. The Education Ministry's Superintendent of Achievement incurred expenses of $432,234 from 2006 to 2011. Spending more than $6,000 a month on lunches and such can't leave much time for business but Davis is consistent, if nothing else. John Dyble, Premier Photo-Op's Deputy Minister, has also done well in the land of not net zero. Public accounts show that Dyble's salary rose from $161,455 in fiscal 2006 to $239,121 in 2011. That was a 48% gain in five years but, the good news for Dyble is that his salary was bumped again in March 2011. His new rate is $310,000, about double what he earned five years ago. Graham Whitmarsh, DM in the Health Ministry, had his salary go to $259,531 in fiscal 2010, 42% more than he earned in 2008. Whitmarsh charged additional personal expenses of $168,410 in the last four years. Keith Miller, ADM for the Education Ministry's Resource Management division earned $106,172 in fiscal 2009 and $172,381 in 2011, a growth of 62%. Renate Butterfield, ADM for Business, Technology & Online Services Division, saw her salary grow 42% from 2006 to 2011. David Loukidelis, long a senior Liberal bureaucrat, got 11% this year, a raise that makes his salary 42% more than it was in 2006. Cheryl Wenezenki-Yolland, DM Advanced Education, has enjoyed steady increases in each of the last few years, including 27% ($47,000) in 2012. Since 2006, her earnings are up 115%. Lynda Tarras, Associate Deputy Minister in Finance, scored healthy increases each year, moving her salary up by $86,459 or 78% from 2006 to 2011. Paul Straszak from the Solicitor General's ministry got a $59,760 (42%) raise between 2007 and 2009. Steve Munro, DM of Aboriginal Relations earned $180,605 in fiscal 2011 but his salary in 2012 is $225,000, a one year increase of 25%. Valerie St. John, ADM, Technology Solutions had to make do with a 9% raise in 2011, a year of net-zero for non-mandarins. Sarf Ahmed, ADM, Integrated Workplace Solutions took raises in 2010 and 2011 totalling 14%. Brad Grundy, ADM/EFO, Corporate Services, did a little better, his 2011 raise was 29%. Wes Shoemaker, DM of Agriculture, has had three straight years of non net zero, adding $54,385 (32%), making his 2011 salary $224,229. Dana Hayden, Deputy Minister of Jobs, Tourism and Innovation, scored 8% this year, a raise of almost $20,000. Kim Henderson, Deputy Minister, Ministry of Labour, Citizens’ Services and Open Government got a raise of 6.5% in 2011, about $1,200 a month. Stephen Brown, Deputy Minister, Children and Family Development, has a $2,000 a month raise in 2011, 13% in the Liberal government's world of not net zero. Don Fast, DM in the Ministry of Community, Sport and Cultural Development, has gained 18% over the last three years. Kim Henderson, DM of Labour, got a $1,200 a month bump in 2011. Her 2011 salary of $235,000 is 55% more than the Liberal government paid her in 2009. Pierrette Maranda, Associate Deputy Minister, Intergovernmental Relations Secretariat, earns 23% more in the current year than she earned in fiscal 2011. Peter Milburn, DM in the Ministry of Finance, has had a particularly pleasant ride. This year, his salary rose 7% to $250,000, double what he was paid in 2006. Milburn also does better than most when it comes to expense accounts. Over a number of years, he averaged $3,000 a month. While that is not in Rick Davis territory, it is still an amount that shows remarkable disdain for taxpayers. There is no austerity among the policy makers in Victoria. Keep in mind that their pensions and ancillary benefits are extravagant compared with those of ordinary public servants. Pensions for senior staff today are particularly extraordinary in relation to pensions paid a generation ago. There are few constraints because, among the mandarins, one person's gain quickly spreads to the rest. So, if the Finance Ministry decides that their Deputy Minister, Assistant Deputy Ministers and Associate Deputy Ministers are worth two, three or four hundred thousand a year, soon every ministry is paying like amounts. Nice job, if you can suck enough "lemons" let's just say. All this happened while the government fed us dogma about no funding available for public schooling. But Christy Clark found extra funds to increase private schooling. This is the "Family First Program" Can you guess who's family she was referring to? permalink parent [–]Surf_ScienceBritish Columbia -3 points-2 points-1 points 3 months ago (1 child) The pay of top bureaucrats, whether or not it is warranted, is irrelevant.| The BCTF has 41,000 members. permalink parent [–]Shiftyeyedduck 1 point2 points3 points 3 months ago (0 children) But it does. How can you plead poverty yet increase your friend's wages by astonomical amounts? Why can the school trustees plead poverty and give themselves a 20% raise? If there's no money for the teacher or nurse or whoever why they giving themselves more money and subsidising private schools more this year than last. Why are they announcing huge projects like a hydro damn we don't need if there's no cash? Hypocrisy in a leader is a very bad trait. permalink parent [–]gruntbuggle 8 points9 points10 points 3 months ago (7 children) Ha! Ha! Yes! Teachers are awful, they do such an easy and pointless job, paying them well is stupid! That only attracts talent, what they should do is pay them shit. permalink parent [–]hcirtsafonos 0 points1 point2 points 3 months ago (0 children) I think the argument is that paying them well is unaffordable, not that it's stupid. That only attracts talent. Are you saying that the current crop of teachers in bc is un talented or incompetent? permalink parent [–]Surf_ScienceBritish Columbia 0 points1 point2 points 3 months ago (5 children) The worst teacher is being paid the same as the best teacher... permalink parent [–]gruntbuggle 4 points5 points6 points 3 months ago (4 children) The worst X is being paid the same at the worst X. This is true all over the world and for the history of work of any job. It's falls under the category of life isn't fair. Yes, it's true that the union does protect some pretty weak links but it also makes others that much stronger. It's not a perfect system but it's better than none, we've tried that, it never works. permalink parent [–]Surf_ScienceBritish Columbia -1 points0 points1 point 3 months ago (3 children) You seem to have the warp impression that the majority of the work for is union. You are wrong. permalink parent [–]gobbo 2 points3 points4 points 3 months ago (1 child) Are you suggesting that all management positions are awarded on a true measure of merit? Do you have any experience in the corporate world? permalink parent [–]Surf_ScienceBritish Columbia 0 points1 point2 points 3 months ago (0 children) Not much. That entirely depends on the corporation. permalink parent [–]gruntbuggle 0 points1 point2 points 3 months ago (0 children) They don't, the decline of unions is a bad thing, hopefully that will be reversed. permalink parent [–]gobbo 4 points5 points6 points 3 months ago (4 children) $90,000 for working 6 hours a day, 9 months a year? My wife starts work at 8am and leaves the school at 5:30pm. After dinner there's usually an hour or so of admin and prep, sometimes two. Often she'll go in on Sunday for an hour to get ready for the week. Her classroom usually has several special needs kids with very minimal support. There's no proper librarian in the school. She's expected to volunteer and coordinate a volunteer program with parents to make up staffing shortfalls. She starts the school year last week of August, and finishes late in the first week of July, so gets about 7 weeks unpaid. During christmas break and spring break she's usually putting in at least a couple of days as well. She's expected to provide her own tools, such as a laptop, without compensation or tax breaks. She often provides materials for the classroom that are only partially compensated for. She has a master's degree but since it's focussed on media literacy it's deemed an unrelated subject in BC, so no compensation for that. She's been teaching since 2004 but due to the employer's fractioning of positions into part-time fragments and similar strategies like post-and-fill, she only managed to start the full-time seniority ladder two years ago. She makes $51K/ year plus the benefits, but the benefits package is just pretty average, everything is co-pay. Given the cost of living in BC that's the worst teacher payscale in the country. So your post is uninformed, or inflammatory propaganda. Your tone suggests the latter. permalink parent [+]Surf_ScienceBritish Columbia comment score below threshold-6 points-5 points-4 points 3 months ago (3 children) 1) Your wife is not every teacher. 2) Teaching year start and end times are somewhere between suspect and lying. During christmas break and spring break she's usually putting in at least a couple of days as well. So she's what maybe up to 190 days worked for the year. She's been teaching since 2004 but due to the employer's fractioning of positions into part-time fragments and similar strategies like post-and-fill, she only managed to start the full-time seniority ladder two years ago. She makes $51K/ year plus the benefits, but the benefits package is just pretty average, everything is co-pay. So she did a degree that was not in demand and entered the work force in a period of declining enrolment... She should do another masters degree, it is extremely easy and it would be a foolish financial decision not to. Seriously an M.Ed is a joke. permalink parent [–]gobbo 4 points5 points6 points 3 months ago (2 children) 1) Your wife is not every teacher Yes of course, but in this district, she's relatively typical. i realize things are different around the province. Teaching year start and end times are somewhere between suspect and lying. No, but she's planning on trying to bring that down this year. She's dedicated. So she's what maybe up to 190 days worked for the year. More like 180, which breaks out to about 1700 hours per year which is average for Canada, not less. They just happen to be very demanding hours with almost no down time during the day. Not to mention the expected volunteering and donation of equipment/goods. permalink parent [–]Celda 0 points1 point2 points 3 months ago (0 children) More like 180, which breaks out to about 1700 hours per year which is average for Canada, not less. That is less than full-time - 32.7 hours per week. permalink parent [–]Surf_ScienceBritish Columbia -2 points-1 points0 points 3 months ago (0 children) more like 180, which breaks out to about 1700 hours per year which is average for Canada, not less. They just happen to be very demanding hours with almost no down time during the day. Not to mention the expected volunteering and donation of equipment/goods. There are only 193 days including development days. That is 1158 hours... that is not even remotely close to the canadian average while being waaaaaay over the average salary permalink parent [–]Wafflesorbust 3 points4 points5 points 3 months ago (2 children) I'm sure this is going to go over real well with all the parents of kids who need their final marks to get into college or university. permalink [–][deleted] 4 points5 points6 points 3 months ago (0 children) Yes, but exams and grades have been deemed as essential services today by the Labour Relations Board. permalink parent [–]BiggC 2 points3 points4 points 3 months ago (21 children) What's the point of teachers going on strike right before summer break? permalink [–]covairs 18 points19 points20 points 3 months ago (16 children) No year end field trips, no graduation, no exams. Seems like it's a pretty good time. permalink parent [–]MogRules 7 points8 points9 points 3 months ago (14 children) But remember...it's all for the kids. The ones taking the biggest beating from all of this. permalink parent [–]Policeman333Ontario 2 points3 points4 points 3 months ago (11 children) The ones taking the biggest beating from all of this. As a former high school student, if my teachers went on strike right before exams I would be beyond happy. I really don't understand why people say students are the ones who receive the worst end of the stick during teacher strikes. They get to sit home and play all day. Maybe it's a little different for seniors finally wanting to graduate, but I'm sure they would be fine with a strike in the middle of the school year. permalink parent [–][deleted] 3 months ago (10 children) [deleted] [–][deleted] 3 months ago (6 children) [deleted] [–][deleted] 3 months ago (1 child) [deleted] [–]MogRules -2 points-1 points0 points 3 months ago (3 children) Uh if you think they are going to just let you graduate without writing your final exams you are sadly mistaken young one. At some point you will have to write those exams, and I can tell you it is going to be much better NOW while everything is in your mind rather then 6 months from now when you have forgotten most of it. permalink [–][deleted] 3 months ago (2 children) [deleted] [–]MogRules -1 points0 points1 point 3 months ago (1 child) My god your quick to temper aren't you? Maybe things have changed then but when I graduated I can tell you they were very much mandatory because this BS was going on even over a decade ago and we WOULD have had to write them after the strike was over, so congratulations on being able to skip final exams then but I do think your yahoo attitude is a little childish about the strike benefiting students for the reasons you have stated. permalink [–]Policeman333Ontario -1 points0 points1 point 3 months ago* (2 children) Students are the ones who receive the worst end of the stick because they're not being provided an education Because all of them are going to turn illiterate if school is interrupted for a few weeks. permalink [–][deleted] 3 months ago (1 child) [deleted] [–]Garbagebutt -1 points0 points1 point 3 months ago (0 children) The vast majority of the school year is over, their learning is mostly done. Exams are a test of knowledge, not knowledge itself. permalink [–]Garbagebutt -1 points0 points1 point 3 months ago (0 children) Or they did consider the kids and taught the majority of the year before striking. permalink parent [+]Surf_ScienceBritish Columbia comment score below threshold-9 points-8 points-7 points 3 months ago (0 children) Thats why their contract expired in june 2013 and they didn't take any action until march 2014... for the children There asking for a max compensation approaching $120,000 a year... for the children permalink parent [–]scorchedTV 0 points1 point2 points 3 months ago (0 children) They are still having exams. They are still getting their marks in time for university. All extra-curricular activities to do with graduation are off limits to teachers due to the government lock-out put in as a response to the initial rotating strikes. permalink parent [–]Gargatua13013Lest We Forget 3 points4 points5 points 3 months ago (1 child) Isn't this exam season? That would be a strong incentive right there... permalink parent [–]hcirtsafonos 0 points1 point2 points 3 months ago (0 children) Duh...it's for the kids. Because waiting until the summer to take action would be a real hassle, extremely inconvenient for the students. permalink parent [–]OMouse -1 points0 points1 point 3 months ago (2 children) Stupid idea, send the kids home with pro-union pamphlets at least. Send people door to door explaining why there's a strike and run a proper media campaign. There are far too many people who are ignorant about why there is a teachers strike. We had that issue many times in Ontario where parents just wanted kids to be in school. permalink [–][deleted] 0 points1 point2 points 3 months ago (0 children) Uh, from what I recall in Ontario during a strike all the students were just split up into a series of classrooms in which a few teachers would patrol them, or the gym. The rest would them go out and strike. permalink parent [–]moobyone 0 points1 point2 points 3 months ago (0 children) Yeah, pretty sure that's illegal there bud. permalink parent about blog about team source code advertise jobs help wiki FAQ reddiquette rules contact us tools mobile firefox extension chrome extension buttons widget <3 reddit gold store redditgifts reddit AMA app reddit.tv radio reddit Use of this site constitutes acceptance of our User Agreement and Privacy Policy. © 2014 reddit inc. All rights reserved. REDDIT and the ALIEN Logo are registered trademarks of reddit inc. close this window you'll need to login or register to do that create a new account all it takes is a username and password privacy philosophy we limit data collected about you and your use of the platform, your personal information is never for sale, we use and disclose information to prevent people from abusing the platform, but we never disclose it for any other reason unless required by law. for more information, see our privacy policy. username:try anotheravailable! account recovery email:  (optional)we only send email at your request password: verify password: remember me create account is it really that easy? only one way to find out... login already have an account and just want to login? username: password: remember me recover password login close this window interface language English [en]العربية [ar]Беларуская мова [be]български език [bg]Bosanski [bs]català [ca]česky [cs]dansk [da]Deutsch [de]Ελληνικά [el]English (Australia) [en-au]English (Canadian) [en-ca]English (Great Britain) [en-gb]English [en-us]Esperanto [eo]español [es]español [es-ar]eesti keel [et]Euskara [eu]فارسی [fa]suomi [fi]français [fr]Gàidhlig [gd]עברית [he]मानक हिन्दी [hi]hrvatski [hr]Magyar [hu]Հայերեն լեզու [hy]Bahasa Indonesia [id]íslenska [is] (*)italiano (Italy) [it]日本語 [ja]ಕನ್ನಡ [kn_IN]한국어 [ko]Latin [la]1337 [leet]LOL [lol]lietuvių kalba [lt]latviešu valoda [lv]Nederlands [nl]Nynorsk [nn]Norsk [no]Arrrrrrrr! [pir]polski [pl]português [pt] (*)português [pt-pt]português brasileiro [pt_BR]română [ro]русский [ru]slovenčina [sk]slovenščina [sl]српски језик [sr]Srpski [sr-la]Svenska [sv]தமிழ் [ta]ภาษาไทย [th]Türkçe [tr]українська мова [uk]Tiếng Việt [vi]中文 [zh] (*) incomplete volunteer to translate π Rendered by PID 9710 on app-20 at 2014-10-07 19:36:32.839444+00:00 running 143b6e5 country code: US.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12094,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2001 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 13, Number 6, April 2001 Training kitchens or fast-food courts? by Pierre Dubrulle On September 24, 1999, I read an article in The Province, titled "School lunch breakthrough." The author, Peter Clough, was praising the newly opened food court at Terry Fox Secondary School, in Port Coquitlam, and he qualified the existing cafeteria as "old and boring where kids trade peanut butter sandwiches for soggy microwaved pizza pops." The comments might have been appropriate a couple of decades ago, but things have changed for the better. Culinary arts is one of a handful of dual programs: students who attend regularly meet their fine arts and applied skilled requirements. For instance, locally developed courses such as gingerbread-house making, and lard sculpting give students throughout the province a chance to participate and compete in their annual competitions. In my district, cake decorating has been locally recognized as a fine arts course. What would happen to these courses if teaching kitchens were replaced with fast-food courts? Students would be losing out, as the courses would not be offered any more. There are 75 teaching kitchens in B.C., all run by fine certificated teachers. Some who are not certificated attend the UBC Chef’s Education Program and are working toward getting a Bachelor of Education. I am in this category and have been attending university part time during the school year and full time during the summer. Students who join culinary arts are regular students or career-preparation students. Both groups are eager to learn either some life skills or a trade. Career-preparation students need to complete 100 hours of trade-related work experience; the regular students will do 30 hours. Where would the students enrolled in these courses go, were the teaching kitchens of B.C. replaced by fast-food courts? Chef instructors are also certified to teach the Food Safe level-one course. It is mandatory for all culinary arts students to be in possession of the Food Safe certificate, giving them an advantage when seeking a job in the food and hospitality or tourism trades. Who would teach them this valued course, dealing with microbiology and personal hygiene? Subway or Pizza Hut? I doubt it! In addition, some chef instructors are involved in the delivery of the B.C. Secondary School Apprenticeship Program, enabling students to move directly into the apprenticeship-training system while attending school and graduating. The program is more and more popular with students interested in a trade, as they get paid while learning. Terry Fox Secondary School has a fast-food court hosting Subway, Pizza Hut, Panago, Great Canadian Bagels, White Spot, Kentucky Fried Chicken, Sashimi Sushi, and Taco Time–as if the invasion of schools by Pepsi and Coke was not enough! What nutritional message are they sending our students? In my teaching kitchen, we take good nutrition and health to heart, we make everything from scratch, using the best seasonal ingredients. We provide our students with a clean, safe, healthy, teaching and working environment. Making money is not a priority to us, as we are more concerned with the students’ welfare and education. However, this is not to say that we are losing money. The three teaching kitchens in my district are showing a profit each year, and I invest some of that profit in my students in the form of field trips, equipment purchase such as a cappuccino bar, a commercial smoker, an ice-cream maker, a chocolate-tempering machine, and lately, a hydroponics system for our greenhouse program, allowing students to grow vegetables and fresh herbs in a controlled environment. Students take an active part in the recycling program. Many of us do fundraising dinners, enabling students to practise their favourite sport or travel to California, Asia, New York, and Europe. Our students, with help from their chef instructor, take an active part in culinary competitions such as B.C. Junior Chapter of the B.C. Chefs’ Association and the nationally recognized Skills Canada. I hope I have shed some light on the importance of having teaching kitchens in B.C. and in schools in general. I will sum up by adding up a few numbers: a student attending and completing Culinary Arts 11A, B, C, and 12A, B, and C will get 30 course credits toward graduation. Students struggling with academics welcome electives being offered by the culinary arts program. In closing, I hope to see a retreat of fast-food courts in schools. Unlike fast-food places and soft-drink giants, whose main interests are profits, chef instructors care for their students, their education, working along with them to shape a concerned, responsible citizen and tradesperson. Schools are not in the business of selling fast food and soft drinks but in the business of delivering good solid education in a safe, commercial-free environment. Pierre Dubrulle is a chef instructor at Thomas Haney Secondary School, Maple Ridge. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/IssuesInEducation.aspx?id=10668,BCTF > Letter to Shirley Bond  	BCTF > Issues in Education  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Issues in Education > Foundation Skills Assessment Executive offices fax: 604-871-2290 February 12, 2007 Honourable Shirley Bond Minister of Education PO Box 9056 STN PROV GOVT Victoria, BC  V8W 9E2 Dear Minister Bond: I am writing on behalf of the BC Teachers’ Federation to call on you to eliminate Foundation Skills Assessment (FSA) testing in its current form. The FSA program has been formally in place since 2000, and the unintended negative consequences are becoming clear. What the government sees as the simple collection of data for school or district planning is having profoundly negative effects on students, teachers, educational programs, and schools. Formal, census large-scale assessments are effectively “high stakes” for students, teachers, and schools whether they are intended to be or not. For students, there are no meaningless or trivial assessments. Formal, large-scale assessments like FSA tests create test anxiety in students in a way that on-going classroom assessment embedded in day-to-day learning does not. They are also more likely to have a negative effect on students’ motivation and learning, with less successful students concluding they are unable to succeed (and reduce their efforts). The utility of the FSA results is limited. Elementary schools with 30 or fewer students per grade, about half the elementary schools in the province, will never have statistically reliable FSA results.  While student performance in their schools may be improving, they will never know that from their FSA results. Typically, districts and schools are ignoring statistical significance and participation rates, reporting changes in student performance that cannot be supported by the data, then making plans based on this house of cards. The pressure to find improvement does not encourage a rigorous analysis of the data. Even if the school or district has an improvement in FSA results, it does not necessarily represent a real increase in learning. The students may simply do better at FSA tests because they have been practicing FSA-type assessments like school-wide impromptu writes. Teachers feel pressured to use valuable instructional time for such test preparation and practice. Many districts now require teachers to administer school-wide and district-wide assessments that replicate FSA at the school or district level. This represents significant loss of instructional time. FSA results are even less useful at the individual student level. Large-scale assessment results are not very accurate for individual students. They are not diagnostic and do not help teachers plan instruction for individual students. It is effective classroom assessment that can help a student learn, not large-scale assessment.  This is why teachers and others have started referring to formative classroom assessment as “assessment for learning” and summative large-scale assessment as “assessment of learning.” Classroom teachers have worked hard to enhance the positive effects of assessment, e.g., diverse ways of showing learning, self-assessment, descriptive feedback and emphasis on goals rather than deficits. Teachers do not want external standardized testing to wipe out their efforts. FSA results are being misused by the media and the Fraser Institute. Fraser Institute rankings of elementary schools are misleading and create further disadvantage in already disadvantaged schools and communities. These ranking have been condemned by all the educational partner organizations and discredited by educational researchers at Simon Fraser University. They are contrary to your ministry’s stated intents for the FSA program and taking attention away from more positive pursuits. We believe that large-scale assessments should be designed to prevent such misuses. The Federation has very serious concerns about FSA but is not opposed to large-scale testing per se. Large-scale testing can provide important information. It can give us information about how well the provincially-prescribed curriculum is working, what areas might need additional support in terms of learning resources or teacher in-service, and what might need more/less emphasis when the curriculum is revised. However, these purposes can be met without testing every student every year. This information used to be available from the Provincial Learning Assessment Program tests which were only done every three or four years, and usually not with all students. Doing the tests less often and using a sample of students allows broader and deeper assessment, is more cost effective, reduces the negative impact on students, and still fulfills the purposes. The BCTF requests that you eliminate FSA tests entirely, or at least mitigate against the negative effects of the current program by changing the administration so they are done on a randomized sampling basis with neither schools nor students identified. Sincerely, Jinny Sims President pc: All MLAs President of partner organizations Local presidents School board chairpersons BCTF Executive Committee About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7364&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 5, March 2006 Connections program in Skeena by Sue Spalding The Connections Program has been running at Skeena Junior Secondary School for about two years, and it is demonstrating success in getting at-risk students to work and learn. The program is modeled on Hazelton Secondary School’s Connections Program but is developed specifically for Skeena. It took a team effort to plan and develop a program that could work within Skeena Junior Secondary School. Skeena also hired two Aboriginal support workers who work primarily within classrooms. Goals of the program are to change the attitudes of students toward their high school experience and support them in reaching their potential. The program adapts to meet the needs of each student and assists them to increase their chances of success. The program is an individualized approach to correcting student behaviour and attitudes, and a means of focussing academic efforts. The Connections Program provides a classroom space for small groups of students to work with close supervision and one-on-one support. The goals are individually defined, and the room is staffed by a teacher and a connections co-ordinator. Referrals come from teachers, administrators, counsellors, and students themselves. Classroom teachers may refer the students to the program for academic or behavioural support, for a class for a specified period of time, and for specific goals. The principal, vice-principal, and counsellors may also refer students to this program. Students may self-refer when they feel it is in their best interest to be there, but these referrals must be approved by both the classroom teacher and the office. The key to success for the program has been the support of classroom teachers within Skeena. Data is kept on the number of students referred and the time spent in the program, as well as changes in their academic progress. The effectiveness of our efforts and the student’s success will guide us in future plans for the program. The team of supporters for the Connections Program, including the Aboriginal support workers, meet on a regular basis with the intent to continuously improve our program and services at Skeena. The connections room also houses a number of programs outside of the allotted blocks of instructional time. These include: • Breakfast Club—funded by Community Links, 131 funding, and school funds. Students enjoy a nutritious breakfast that includes muffins, bagels, fruit, and juice. Students prepare for first block, load up for a morning of learning, find out what’s going on around the school and the community, and spend time with one another. If students miss breakfast, the connections room also provides a break-time snack. • Homework Club—daily from 3:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. with the Aboriginal support workers. Students have a snack, do homework, join friends, work toward improving their grades, and receive support with the tasks required. One success of the homework club is the peer tutors, Grade 10 student volunteers who are trained and receive credits for assisting students with one-on-one support at homework club. • Lunch Bunch—Tuesdays at lunchtime. Students sign up for a free hot lunch. Guest speakers from the community talk about teen issues, and students make the important connection between their education and successfully achieving their goals. It also helps them to discover the resources available for youth within the community. • Culture Club—Thursdays at lunchtime. Teacher volunteer, Shane Pauls, and I provide students with cultural hands-on activities. They learn about the language and culture of various Aboriginal people, including their own. The goal is to enhance their cultural knowledge in a traditional, activity-based manner. Role models or Elders are invited in to do storytelling and other activities with the students. Skeena Junior Secondary has become an enjoyable place to work. It feels like a place where Aboriginal students feel a sense of belonging. It is important that students feel there is a space and place for them within the school culture. The Connections Program strives for that sense of belonging. We continually work at connecting students with their learning potential, their possibilities within the community, and with their sense of identity. Sue Spalding teaches at Skeena Junior Secondary School, Terrace.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8106,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 7, May/June 2005 Canadian teachers hold high the lamp of learning in developing countries by Francine Filion For more than 40 years, the Canadian Teachers’ Federation’s lamp of learning has shone brightly in developing countries in its global quest to nurture knowledge and end poverty. A new CTF Trust Fund agreement with the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA) ensures international co-operation efforts for another five years. The federal government’s announcement of a five-year agreement totaling $10.7 million dollars for basic education initiatives in developing countries is welcome news for the CTF and its member organizations. Paddy Torsney, parliamentary secretary to Minister of International Co-operation Aileen Carroll, made the announcement at a CTF-organized breakfast on Parliament Hill. More than 100 attended the launch of Global Action Week (GAW) in Canada—including members of CTF’s Board of Directors, federal MPs, senators, the president of Education International, Thulas Nxesi, and representatives of the Canadian Commission for UNESCO, Oxfam Canada, and other NGOs. GAW turns the world’s attention to the United Nations Millennium Development Goals and the pressing need to eradicate poverty through education. The agreement’s 2005–10 time frame represents a critical period in the lead-up to the Education for All targets, which must be reached by 2015. Canadian teachers working for nothing less than social transformation abroad Although professional development for teachers abroad was CTF’s focus in its early international days, it soon extended its wings to support the capacity of national teacher unions, and to incorporate social issues such as women’s rights, HIV/AIDS education, educational resources, and others. Although CTF believes that developing countries must drive their own development, it also believes that well-informed, engaged, and respected teachers can open doors with national policy-makers and civil society leaders and nurture the healthy development of young citizens. Project Overseas In 1963, CTF launched its world-renowned Project Overseas (PO) program. Today’s PO participants continue to volunteer time and skills to improve teaching performance and school management in developing countries. Canadian advisors work with partners to enhance professional capacity and organizational skills. Since its inception, 306 BCTF members have participated on 451 assignments around the world. In 2005, three BCTF members are participating: Geoff Stubbs, Alberni District Secondary School, Qualicum Beach, will be returning to Malawi as team leader. Laura Barker who currently teaches in School District #70, in Alberni, will travel to Jordan, and Derek Imai, who is with the Surrey School Board, is off to Grenada. Both Barker and Imai are first-time participants, while Stubbs is now chalking up his seventh assignment. He has been a team member three times in Cameroon, twice in Malawi, and once in Dominica and in Guyana. Teachers’ contributions have not gone unnoticed. In its 2001 report to its Congress, in Thailand, Education International (EI) highly praised CTF’s Project. Another successful CTF program is the John M. Thompson Fellowship Program, which provides regional training for the leadership of national teachers’ organizations. Along with partners from the Education International network, CTF provides tailor-made programming in key development areas. Many of the fellows have moved on successfully to higher positions within their respective education system and/or government. Where do we go from here? Funding provided by the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA) will allow CTF and member organizations to continue their work in a diversity of countries including many of the poorest and HIV/AIDS affected countries in Africa, Asia, the Caribbean, and Latin America. This initiative will focus on the delivery of "Quality Education for All" through capacity building, professional development, gender equality, HIV/AIDS, and influence on National Education Plans. This five-year program will be cost-shared, with CTF and its member organizations contributing $4.2 million in funds and $3.7 million in-kind being provided by member organizations and teachers through their direct front-line work. In addition, the program will receive in-kind professional services and administrative assistance from Education International, which represents 29 million teachers around the world. Now that federal funding is secured, the work continues for CTF and member organizations as we join other teacher federations around the world to transform the hope for prosperity and wellness through education into reality. CTF is the national bilingual voice of over 210,000 teachers in Canada. Based in Ottawa, CTF has a staff of 38, who work in professional services, economics, research, services to francophones, international programs, communications, and translation services. To learn more about CTF and its work, visit www.ctf-fce.ca. Francine Filion is communications officer for the CTF. Global Action Week The CTF presented cutout friends to federal government officials in Ottawa at a special breakfast on Parliament Hill on April 19 to highlight the annual Global Action Week. Canadian students and teachers created the cut-out friends to symbolize 105-million out-of-school children and 860 million illiterate adults around the world. Deputy Prime Minister Anne McLelland promised to take some of the cutouts with the Canadian delegation attending the G8 Summit, in July, in Scotland. Global Action Week serves as a public reminder to governments and intergovernmental agencies to keep promises made at the World Education Forum in April 2000, as enshrined in the UN Millennium Development Goals, to provide free, quality Education For All (EFA) by the year 2015. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media jthornthwaite last tweet "Read #BC's Blueprint in English, Punjabi, Chinese & French! http://t.co/cUCdVsL7BA #findyourfit #diverse #northvan http://t.co/cUCdVsL7BA" @jthornthwaite - 07:37pm Follow @jthornthwaite BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bcpsea.bc.ca,http://www.bcpsea.bc.ca/learn-and-connect/governance.aspx,BC Public School Employers' Association | Governance | BCPSEA  Governance The BCPSEA Constitution and Bylaws specify two types of governance events: Annual General Meeting The 20th Annual General Meeting of the British Columbia Public School Employers' Association is scheduled for January 24, 2014 at the Coast Coal Harbour, Vancouver, BC. Activities at the Annual General Meeting will include reports from the Public Administrator and CEO; discussions related to the current round of collective bargaining with the BC Teachers' Federation; Report of the 2012-2013 Audited Financial Statements and Presentation of the 2014-2015 Budget. Program AGM First Notice AGM Second Notice AGM Third Notice Representative Council During years when collective bargaining is scheduled with the BC Teachers’ Federation, a Representative Council is held to discuss bargaining objectives. The Representative Council also approves the annual budget of the association. For upcoming dates, please see our events calendar. Learn and Connect Overview Governance HR Learning Series Events Calendar Online Learning Media Facebook Twitter LinkedIn YouTube RSS Feeds Learn and Connect Teachers Support Staff Exempt Staff Publications Learn and Connect Resources About Us Home Members Login Contact Us Sitemap Contact BCPSEA Address: 400-1333 West Broadway, Vancouver BC V6H 4C1 T: 604.730.0739 F: 604.730.0787 EMAIL: contact.us@bcpsea.bc.ca © 2014 BC Public School Employers' Association. Cancellation and Refund Policy | Privacy Policy | Terms and Conditions Vancouver Web Design  by Graphically Speaking)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/BCTFNews.aspx?id=31204,BCTF News Vol. 19, No. 7, November 6, 2013  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development BCTF News archive 2013–14  2012–13  2011–12     2010–11  2009–10    En français  Home > Publications > Newsletters and Alerts > BCTF News > 2013-14 Archive     Volume 19, Number 7, November 6, 2013 Bargaining dates set Peace resources for Remembrance Day and throughout the year Link to Aboriginal Teachers’ Survey Poverty and Education survey results now available A day in the life This tweet’s for you Two new workshops for teachers Better Schools What would a world without violence look like? Bargaining dates set BCTF and government representatives resumed bargaining last week. Updates are posted after each bargaining session on the Member Portal that is found on the BCTF homepage. Not signed up for the portal yet? Not a problem. Click here for a quick and easy sign up, all you need is your employee number that is on the pay statement you receive from your district. Peace resources for Remembrance Day and throughout the year The BCTF offers teachers a workshop called Creating a culture of peace which helps clarify the meaning and understanding of peace education and provides hands on-peace activities for the classroom. Contact Bonnie Quan Symons to book the workshop for a professional development day. You can find other peace education resources through the Peace and Global Education (PAGE) professional specialists’ association by clicking here. Link to Aboriginal Teachers’ Survey Thanks to everyone who pointed out the link to the Aboriginal Teachers’ Survey we sent out in the last BCTF News wasn’t live. Here is the link.The BCTF Aboriginal Education Advisory Committee invites teachers self-identified of Aboriginal ancestry to participate in a survey that will help guide the BCTF in providing support and encouragement to Aboriginal teachers. Poverty and Education survey results now available In 2012–13, the BC Teachers’ Federation surveyed teachers across the province about poverty and its impacts on public education. The survey asked teachers about topics such as hunger and school meal programs, school fees and participation in school-related activities, attendance and poverty-related barriers, awareness and understanding of poverty, adequacy of resources to address poverty-related needs in the school, and priority issues for advocacy on poverty and education issues. A detailed report for each of these topics is being prepared, and chapters will be posted online soon. In total, 778 teachers from across the province completed the 2012 Poverty and Education survey: A teacher’s perspective. An overview of the findings is available here. A day in the life Ever wonder what life as a teacher in other countries is like? To get a taste of the teaching life in Bali, Togo, India, and Brazil, play this delightful three-minute video from Education International, the global union federation that represents 30 million teachers in more than 170 countries worldwide. Regardless of differences and where we live and teach, all teachers have the same goals for their students. This tweet’s for you BCTF Information Services has opened a Twitter account! Follow us @bctfinfo for interesting links and updates to the library collection. And, please follow BCTF’s main Twitter account @bctf.   Two new workshops for teachers Fall is such a busy and stressful time for teachers. School opening, meet-the-teacher events, reporting, IEP meetings, safety plans, behaviour plans, Hallowe’en and Diwali celebrations. Given the many demands of teaching, it’s easy to forget to take care of one’s self.  A newly revised all-day workshop called Staying well is available for BCTF members and is perfect for a professional development day. Key themes include: setting workload boundaries, self-care, making smart choices, and de-stressing. Participants will reconnect with colleagues, laugh, and tell stories as they assess work-life balance and explore staying well and creating a healthy workplace. Skilled teacher facilitators will design the session to suit the needs of each school staff. Prepare for parent conferences, IEP meetings, and other meetings involving parents by learning effective communication strategies. Working together with parents is good for kids and teachers is another newly-revised BCTF workshop that focussing on how positive relationships between parents and teachers enhance student learning. In today’s school climate of ascending parental rights, positive communication strategies and conflict-resolution skills are useful tools for teachers. This workshop, suitable for school staffs, also explains how to build shared advocacy for the welfare of students. Book either workshop by contacting Bonnie Quan Symons or at 604-871-1857 or toll-free at 1-800-663-9163 (Local 1857). Better Schools BC teachers are worried that, after a decade of underfunding, our students are being short-changed. The latest numbers from Statistics Canada tell a story of the growing gap between education funding in BC and the rest of Canada. Teachers have a plan to build better schools for BC. What would a world without violence look like? Wanted! Student submissions to imagine a world without violence. All media forms accepted (infographic, 6-second vine, essays, poetry, short stories, film, artwork, poster, cards, etc.). Submissions should be sent with the subject line “world without violence” to sruzic@bctf.ca.   Submissions may be featured in BCTF’s Teacher newsmagazine, Social Justice Newsletter, and social justice posters, as well as in links on the BCTF Facebook and website. Deadline for submissions is April 30, 2014.       Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/local84/prod.html,VIWTU Pro-D Vancouver Island West Teachers' Union Professional Development Page School Reps/Committee Members Member/school Contact information Joanne Folkins GRSS/Chair 250-283-2538 email jfolkins@cablerocket.net Cathy Nesbitt RWES/Treasurer 250-283-2220 email mnesbitt@island.net Dave Wills CMESS 250-934-6305 email dwills@cablerocket.com Carrie Reis ZESS email creis@viw.sd84.bc.ca Yvonne Lord KESS email ylord@viw.sd84.bc.ca or ylord@uniserve.com Professional Development Forms Expense Claim Form Teacher On Call Form Summer Institute Form Professional Development Dates for 2004/2005 and 2005/2006 Teacher Resource Bank The purpose of this teacher resource bank is to allow us to share different lessons, ideas and materials that we have found successful. If you have materials you would like to have included, please send them in electronic format to Yvonne Lord, ylord@uniserve.com. New subject areas will be added as new materials require them! Please note that we cannot post material that is copyrighted by anyone other than the author. All of the materials herein are copyright the author, and are freely available for in-class use. For any other uses, please contact the author. (or Yvonne Lord to get contact information for the author) English Mythology Project - for Grade 10. Uses Myth by Moira Kerr and John Bennet, Copp Clark (1966)-submitted by Joanne Folkins, GRSS Page 1, Page 2, Page 3, Page 4   Science Spaghetti Bridge-Building Projects- a week of active learning topped by destruction in a positive way! Kids love this! Any age from Kindergarten on up to Grade 12. Submitted by Yvonne Lord, KESS Page 1 Ecology Definitions Review (grade 7/8) -a matching exercise on definitions of producer, carnivore, herbivore kinds of vocabulary. Submitted by Yvonne Lord, KESS Page 1 Useful Teacher Websites Do you know of useful websites that have teacher resources? Send me the link and a short blurb about what kind of material can be found there!   TeAchnology.com offers teachers FREE access to 27,000+ lesson plans, 6,350+ printable worksheets, rubrics, educational games, teaching tips, advice from expert teachers, current education news, teacher downloads, web quests, 256,000+ reviewed web sites and teacher tools for creating exciting classroom instruction http://www.teach-nology.com/   If you have difficulties with this page or the documents linked to it, please contact Yvonne Lord at ylord@uniserve.com                                            )
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(20141008,thetyee.ca,http://thetyee.ca/Opinion/2014/07/15/BC-Libs-Privatize-Education/,Why BC Libs Push to Privatize Public Education | The Tyee About Advertise Follow Support RSS Topic Aboriginal Affairs BC Election 2013 BC Politics Education Energy Environment Federal Politics Film Food Gender + Sexuality Health Housing Labour + Industry Local Economy Media Municipal Politics Music Photo Essays Podcasts Politics Rights + Justice Science + Tech Transportation Travel Urban Planning + Architecture News Culture Opinion National MediaCheck Solutions Join Craving crack civic election coverage? Help fund it... Opinion Why BC Libs Push to Privatize Public Education The political equation driving Christy Clark, solved. By Bill Tieleman, 15 Jul 2014, TheTyee.ca   Tweet Cartoon by Ingrid Rice. BC's Private School Boom Aided by millions of taxpayer's dollars, a two-tiered education system has taken root. Which MLAs Send Kids to Private Schools? We Asked But few want to talk about it. Only 19 responded to our simple question. Regaining Respect for Education Time to revisit and rethink just why we are subsidizing private schools. Read more: Education, Labour + Industry, BC Politics, "Privatization does not mean you take a public institution and give it to some nice person. It means you take a public institution and give it to an unaccountable tyranny." -- Noam Chomsky, American philosopher The BC Liberal government can't fail when it comes to further privatizing public education. That conclusion is clear as B.C. teachers face their summer of discontent on picket lines without strike pay, mediation, negotiations or any movement on class size and composition. But for the government, it's the summer of privatization love. Look at the evidence: Premier Christy Clark is thrilled that long-time foe the B.C. Teachers' Federation is staggering on the ropes in a 10-round boxing slugfest it can't win. The government has already saved $100 to $200 million from the teachers' strike. That money can be spent on anything from promoting liquefied natural gas internationally to self-promoting advertising. Anything, that is but education -- unless you mean private schools. They will actually be in line for even more government financial support -- because come September, thousands of parents frustrated by frequent job action by BCTF members will likely register their children in expensive but non-unionized alternatives. And those "independent" schools already receive substantial government funding of nearly $300 million a year and teach 12 per cent of B.C. students. And the BCTF calculates funding has jumped 45.6 per cent for private schools since 2005 while public school funding rose only 16.9 per cent. Group One private schools -- which include most religion-based institutions -- get 50 per cent of their operating funds from government, while Group Two is composed of private schools charging higher tuition and tougher admission requirement -- they get 35 per cent funding. What's the big selling point for those private schools besides no labour disputes? Ironically, it's smaller class sizes and simpler class composition -- the two big issues BCTF members are on picket lines to improve, beyond their wages. Public schools have to take all students, deal with multiple challenges from special needs kids to English as a second language students to dwindling resources all while managing large classes. Private schools avoid those problems by picking and choosing who can attend, then charging tuition. And with yearly fees at exclusive schools like St. George's -- where Clark's son is a student -- running at $18,995 for Grades 1 to 7 and $21,355 for Grades 8 to 12, they can easily outspend public schools per student. 'Choice' for those with money St. George's Latin motto is simple: sine timore aut favore -- without fear or favour -- but the same can't be said of the BC Liberal government. Maple Ridge-Mission MLA Marc Dalton is parliamentary secretary for independent schools -- a new position first created by Christy Clark in 2012 -- and his views on private school are rather blunt. "I think this position of parliamentary secretary is a reflection of the emphasis the government places on family choice -- choice of education," Dalton said when first appointed. How many other BC Liberal MLAs are sending or have sent their children to private schools while governing the public education system? The Tyee tried to find out with very limited success. While some B.C. Liberal MLAs did forthrightly respond to a survey along with some NDP MLAs, a whopping 71 out of 85 MLAs did not -- including 43 who mention their children in online biographies. This premier wins if public education loses But ultimately the BC Liberal record on privatizing public education is about the policies adopted, not personal MLA choices, which may be more complicated. That record is clear. Make public education less attractive, hurt your union opponent, promote and fund private schools like your son's and save money the whole time -- that's a perfect score for the premier. Read more: Education, Labour + Industry, BC Politics, Bill Tieleman is a former NDP strategist whose clients include unions and businesses in the resource and public sector. Tieleman is a regular Tyee contributor who writes a column on B.C. politics every Tuesday in 24 Hours newspaper. Email him at weststar@telus.net or visit his blog.   Tweet What have we missed? What do you think? We want to know. Comment below. Keep in mind: Do: Verify facts, debunk rumours Add context and background Spot typos and logical fallacies Highlight reporting blind spots Ignore trolls Treat all with respect and curiosity Connect with each other Do not: Use sexist, classist, racist or homophobic language Libel or defame Bully or troll Troll patrol. Instead, flag suspect activity. Please enable JavaScript to view the comments powered by Disqus. comments powered by Disqus LNG a chance, not a windfall, says BC throne speech Postmedia could soon own almost every English newspaper in Canada. What could possibly go wrong? VIEW: Voting for your principles is 'strategic voting' Petition opposes BC's 'potential muzzling' of non-profits More troubles for BC's big LNG plans Tirade at Tyee by immigration minister's top aide analyzed tweet by tweet Government slow to respond to FOIs? No need to tell Bob Mackin Converting ferries to LNG will save money, reduce fares: CEO See more » Tyee Video Picks Submitted by Tyee staff, Today Last chance to see 'The Vancouver Asahi' baseball story at VIFF. Where do these videos come from? From you. Suggest one here! Most Popular Can 'Cuisine' Make a Better School Lunch? What I Saw with a German Tour of the Oilsands Don't Give Postmedia More Local Monopolies First Nations 'Front and Centre Now': Pierre Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign How Much Do You Trust Canada's Wireless Giants? Christy Clark's No Pro at LNG Poker BC Filmmaking Duo Passes the Acid Test For Kids, the Meal Is the Message Most Emailed Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign For Kids, the Meal Is the Message Understanding Harper's Evangelical Mission Who'd Be a School Trustee in 2014? Why New Euro-Canada Treaty Is a Gift to Oil Firms BC Filmmaking Duo Passes the Acid Test We Must Heed Naomi Klein's Call China Deal Trumps Province, First Nations on Energy Projects: Treaty Expert Fired Researcher Who Killed Self Was Evaluating Drug Backed by Clark Climate Warriors Must Forge Stronger Alliances, Now Reported Elsewhere Postmedia could soon own almost every English newspaper in Canada (via DeSmog) Petronas CEO warns of 15-year delay to BC LNG project (via G&M) BC government apologizes for firing worker who later killed himself (via the Victoria Times-Colonist) From Tibet to Taiwan, China's outer regions watch Hong Kong protests intently (via the New York Times) It's a shame Jean-Claude Duvalier died a free man, says ex-UN prosecutor (via CBC News) Vancouver's cabbies take aim at Uber (via The Province) Keurig's coffee supremacy challenged by Canadian firm (via Yahoo! News) North and South Korea 'agree to talks' (via BBC News) See more » Your BC: The Tyee's Photo Pool Join The Tyee's Flickr group » View previous selections » Most Commented What I Saw with a German Tour of the Oil Sands (132 comments) Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign (76 comments) 'The Environment Is the Economy': MP Weston (106 comments) Fired Researcher Who Killed Self Was Evaluating Drug Backed by Clark (57 comments) Climate Warriors Must Forge Stronger Alliances, Now (53 comments) ISIS Threat: Let's Refuse to be Scared (79 comments) We Must Heed Naomi Klein's Call (309 comments) Christy Clark's No Pro at LNG Poker (38 comments) Six Steps to Protect Canadians from Flaws in China Trade Deal (128 comments) How Labour Unions Make Us Healthier (31 comments) About The Tyee National Pool Contributors Advertise Contact Funding Jobs Master Classes Privacy Policy Submissions Support The Tyee News Culture Opinion National Mediacheck Solutions Video Publications Tyee News Weekly Archives The Hook Other BC Blogs Reported Elsewhere Steve Burgess Murray Dobbin Michael Geist Crawford Kilian Rafe Mair Andrew Nikiforuk Shannon Rupp Bill Tieleman Dorothy Woodend Follow The Tyee Subscribe by email Subscribe by RSS Tyee Mobile App Managed Hosting by Gossamer Threads × Share article via email Send this article to: Your email address: Your message: Would you like to receive The Tyee's headlines free by email? Yes, every day. Yes, once a week. I already subscribe. No, thanks. Submit Show form again » Close)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=20430&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 4, January/February 2010  Teachers and students making a difference, globally Teachers and their classes all around the province are engaged in projects that make some connection globally. This is an invitation for you to tell about your own project. Write a description of a project you and your students are doing that has an international connection. Give some details about the project, how students are involved, what you hoped to accomplish and the impact that you think it has had—both on your students and those on the other end. Keep it short—600 to 800 words. If you have material and photos or other visuals on the project on a website, provide the web address. These will be posted on the BCTF website on the school projects section at bctf.ca/SocialJustice.aspx?id=20912. You can take a look there to see what other teachers have described in past years. Each year a Global Action Week draws attention to the commitment of governments to a goal of every child on the globe having access to at least primary education. In 2010, Global Action Week will be from April 18 to 25. The BCTF International Solidarity Program will highlight BC school global projects during that week, making stories about them available through the website. Send your stories to Anne Field at the BCTF (afield@bctf.ca).)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/CKNW?lang=zh-tw,CKNW (@CKNW) | Twitter Twitter 搜尋條件 搜尋 Twitter 已儲存的搜尋 移除 已認證帳戶 @ 建議的使用者 已認證帳戶 @ 已認證帳戶 @ 語言: 正體中文 日本語 简体中文 Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 已經擁有帳戶？ 登入 新加入 Twitter? 立即加入 » 登入 電話、電子郵件或使用者名稱 密碼 登入 記住我 忘記了密碼? 已經透過短信使用Twitter? CKNW @CKNW 推文 76.9K 相片/影片 2,125 正在關注 372 跟隨者 42.6K 收藏 183   更多 收藏 列表 取消靜音 @CKNW 將 @CKNW 設為靜音 關注 正在跟隨 動作:取消跟隨 已封鎖 解除封鎖 等待中 取消 CKNW @CKNW Breaking news from CKNW News Talk 980 - BC's News Leader. Vancouver, BC cknw.com 加入2009年1月 2,125 個相片或影片  推文 推文 推文與回覆 CKNW @CKNW  ·  6 分鐘 . @GregMooredotca makes it official announcing on Twitter he has filed his papers to seek another term in the #PoCo mayors chair. #munipoli 回覆 0 replies 轉推 已轉推 1 retweets 1 收藏 已收藏 0 favorites 更多 嵌入推文 CKNW retweeted Shelby Thom @ShelbyThom980  ·  15 分鐘 . @VancouverPD looking for one suspect. White 35-40 years old, 5"10, medium build, dark clothing. Sketch to come. pic.twitter.com/1tpkpKczN4 觀看更多相片和影片 回覆 0 replies 轉推 已轉推 2 retweets 2 收藏 已收藏 0 favorites 更多 嵌入推文 CKNW retweeted Shelby Thom @ShelbyThom980  ·  16 分鐘 . @VancouverPD says first victim in 80's & second victim in 90's. Third in 50's. @cknw pic.twitter.com/K1ZPFkkEk4 觀看更多相片和影片 回覆 0 replies 轉推 已轉推 3 retweets 3 收藏 已收藏 0 favorites 更多 嵌入推文 CKNW retweeted Shelby Thom @ShelbyThom980  ·  18 分鐘 The @VancouverPD says most recent attack Oct 3 woman confronted suspect & he allegedly punched her in the face. pic.twitter.com/s0zXXKBL5Z 觀看更多相片和影片 回覆 0 replies 轉推 已轉推 4 retweets 4 收藏 已收藏 0 favorites 更多 嵌入推文 CKNW retweeted Shelby Thom @ShelbyThom980  ·  13 分鐘 Police say not looking at Asian targeted attacks as hate crime but rather sex crimes. pic.twitter.com/RobiTuOinC 觀看更多相片和影片 回覆 0 replies 轉推 已轉推 3 retweets 3 收藏 已收藏 0 favorites 更多 嵌入推文 CKNW retweeted Shelby Thom @ShelbyThom980  ·  19 分鐘 The @VancouverPD issues public warning after 3 Middle aged - elderly Asian women attacked in #Vancouver April-Oct pic.twitter.com/ovdS06ms2z 觀看更多相片和影片 回覆 0 replies 轉推 已轉推 3 retweets 3 收藏 已收藏 0 favorites 更多 嵌入推文 CKNW @CKNW  ·  10 分鐘 #bcpoli fall out from the Throne Speech from @christyclarkbc & @JJHorgan http://bit.ly/1uu8yyZ  #LNG 觀看摘要 回覆 0 replies 轉推 已轉推 0 retweets 收藏 已收藏 0 favorites 更多 嵌入推文 CKNW retweeted Sean Leslie @seanleslie980  ·  40 分鐘 . @jjhorgan says Petronas negotiating in public, may be angling for special deal with gov. #bcpoli 回覆 0 replies 轉推 已轉推 2 retweets 2 收藏 已收藏 1 favorites 1 更多 嵌入推文 CKNW retweeted Marcella Bernardo @Bernardo980  ·  41 分鐘 Lawyer says no evidence his client 'drilled' Sandy Davidsen in June 2010 and 'the smell of that has been raised again this afternoon.' 回覆 0 replies 轉推 已轉推 2 retweets 2 收藏 已收藏 0 favorites 更多 嵌入推文 CKNW retweeted Sean Leslie @seanleslie980  ·  46 分鐘 @.jjhorgan says #Thronespeech dropped all mention of 100,000 LNG jobs, paying off debt. #bcpoli pic.twitter.com/0ce5fZppid 觀看更多相片和影片 回覆 0 replies 轉推 已轉推 7 retweets 7 收藏 已收藏 1 favorites 1 更多 嵌入推文 CKNW retweeted Marcella Bernardo @Bernardo980  ·  46 分鐘 Lawyer says Robinson didn't follow proper procedures, but actions were considered 'reasonable and proportionate' by outside investigators. 回覆 0 replies 轉推 已轉推 2 retweets 2 收藏 已收藏 0 favorites 更多 嵌入推文 CKNW retweeted Marcella Bernardo @Bernardo980  ·  48 分鐘 Lawyer for . @VancouverPD officer Taylor Robinson who knocked down disabled woman in #DTES says impact is 'nothing less than profound.' 回覆 0 replies 轉推 已轉推 2 retweets 2 收藏 已收藏 0 favorites 更多 嵌入推文 CKNW retweeted Sean Leslie @seanleslie980  ·  54 分鐘 . @christyclarkbc says success on #LNG would be 5 of 15 proposed plants built. Won't guess which ones will get green light. #bcpoli 回覆 0 replies 轉推 已轉推 3 retweets 3 收藏 已收藏 0 favorites 更多 嵌入推文 CKNW retweeted Sean Leslie @seanleslie980  ·  56 分鐘 Premier @christyclarkbc says goal still to cut GHG's by 33% by 2020, but "complicated" work still to do on LNG emissions. #bcpoli 回覆 0 replies 轉推 已轉推 4 retweets 4 收藏 已收藏 1 favorites 1 更多 嵌入推文 CKNW retweeted Sean Leslie @seanleslie980  ·  1 小時 Premier @christyclarkbc says Petronas simply representing their shareholders. Still hopes project will proceed. pic.twitter.com/5aPryKbRKS 觀看更多相片和影片 回覆 0 replies 轉推 已轉推 2 retweets 2 收藏 已收藏 0 favorites 更多 嵌入推文 CKNW @CKNW  ·  1 小時 Debate in Ottawa over the plan laid out by the federal government to fight ISIL & ISIS. @michaeleckford @CKNW 回覆 0 replies 轉推 已轉推 0 retweets 收藏 已收藏 1 favorites 1 更多 嵌入推文 CKNW @CKNW  ·  1 小時 2/2 @VancouverPD say all 3 women attacked are Asian. Attacker described as a white man 35 to 40yo, 5’10” tall, wearing dark clothing. 回覆 0 replies 轉推 已轉推 1 retweets 1 收藏 已收藏 0 favorites 更多 嵌入推文 CKNW @CKNW  ·  1 小時 . @VancouverPD are warning women to be careful after 3 attacks since April in the Oak, Cambie, & South Granville areas. 1/2 #Vancouver 回覆 0 replies 轉推 已轉推 3 retweets 3 收藏 已收藏 0 favorites 更多 嵌入推文 CKNW @CKNW  ·  2 小時 . @bcliberals #thronespeech says on economy, "we must choose to grow or decline..if we do nothing, we will have chosen decline." #lng 回覆 0 replies 轉推 已轉推 3 retweets 3 收藏 已收藏 0 favorites 更多 嵌入推文 CKNW @CKNW  ·  2 小時 . @bcliberals promising "comprehensive legislative framework" for LNG this #bcleg session that will be "fair to people of BC." #bcpoli 回覆 0 replies 轉推 已轉推 2 retweets 2 收藏 已收藏 0 favorites 更多 嵌入推文 Twitter 可能已超過負載量或出現了暫時性的小問題。  再試一次 請到訪 Twitter 狀態 了解更多。 關閉 CKNW 已跟隨 別錯過任何來自 CKNW 的更新 Vancouver, BC · 變更 © 2014 Twitter 關於 幫助 廣告資訊 關閉 流行趨勢 專為你量身定做的流行趨勢。 流行趨勢提供一個獨特的方式，讓你能更接近你所關注的主題。它們是根據你的位置和跟隨的對象而為你量身定做的。 變更 維持量身定做的流行趨勢 取得全球流行趨勢 完成 捨棄 關閉 上一頁 下一步 關閉 前往他的個人檔案 已儲存的搜尋 移除 已認證帳戶 @ 建議的使用者 已認證帳戶 @ 已認證帳戶 @ 關閉 轉推給你的追隨者? 取消 轉推 關閉 你確認要刪除該推文嗎? 取消 刪除 關閉 封鎖 取消 封鎖 在你的推文上加入地理位置 當你送出附有位置資料的推文時,Twitter 會記錄該位置。 你可以在每則推文下方開關位置訊息,並可選擇刪除以往的定位資料。 了解更多 開啟所在位置標示功能 現在不用 關閉位置 關閉 個人檔案摘要 關閉 你的列表 關閉 建立新的列表 列表名稱 簡介 須少於 100 個字,可選內容 隱私 公開 · 任何人都可以關注此列表 私人 · 只有你可以訪問這個列表 保存列表 關閉 關閉 嵌入這則推文 複製以下的代碼以將此推文加到你的網站。了解更多 嗯，連接伺服器時出現了問題。 要重試嗎? 包含上層推文 加入媒體 預覽 關閉 註冊 Twitter 還沒有用 Twitter?立即申請,當自己關心的事情一有消息,馬上獲得第一手資訊。 已經擁有帳戶？ 登入 » 關閉 雙向 (傳送與接收) 短代碼: 國家 程式碼 有關客戶 美國 40404 (任意) 加拿大 21212 (任意) 英國 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 巴西 40404 Nextel, TIM 海地 40404 Digicel, Voila 愛爾蘭 51210 Vodafone, O2 印度 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance 印尼 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata 義大利 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » 查看其他國家/地區的簡訊簡碼 關閉 確認)
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(20141006,mobile.twitter.com,https://mobile.twitter.com/AndreaWoo,টুইটারে Andrea Woo (@AndreaWoo) সাইন ইন করুন! নিবন্ধন করুন Andrea Woo @ AndreaWoo Vancouver, B.C. Multimedia reporter at the @globeandmail. Header photo = That Resonating Emotion by Don, a 2011 PHOTO 101 DTES photography workshop participant. AndreaWoo.com 19,353 টুইটগুলি 1,538 অনুসরণ করছেন 9,062 অনুসরণকারীগণ   আরও ছবি দেখুন টুইটগুলি Andrea Woo @AndreaWoo 3ঘঃ RT @ErinAnderssen: So one of world's most powerful women is in Ottawa and first Q is about being a grandmother? @HillaryClinton #Canada2020 বিবরণ দেখুন · Andrea Woo @AndreaWoo 4ঘঃ Oppenheimer camper Scott Bonnyman: city's offer of mats on floor not enuf. Hearing underway: bit.ly/1Elh7Am pic.twitter.com/Rn7VzAIM2v ছবি দেখুন · Andrea Woo @AndreaWoo 8ঘঃ Postmedia buys Quebecor’s English-language papers (including Sun chain/24 Hours dailies) for $316-million: fw.to/ku2jknD সারসংক্ষেপ দেখুন · Andrea Woo পুনঃটুইট করেছে Sunny Dhillon @TheSunnyDhillon 18ঘঃ This is quite the lede from @moore_oliver fw.to/kgFCIXd #TOpoli pic.twitter.com/6hD8q1v1Fw ছবি দেখুন · Andrea Woo @AndreaWoo 18ঘঃ Bold MT @Garossino: @AndreaWoo 300,000 Cdns in HK means we'll feel impact. Shd call for Cda to support spirit of original handover agreement বিবরণ দেখুন · Andrea Woo @AndreaWoo 18ঘঃ @ArthurChung_ Hope so :) Thank you. I think it's legit and worth talking about কথোপকথন দেখুন · Andrea Woo @AndreaWoo 18ঘঃ .@davegrapes @VanOlympics But you can be informed, and have an informed opinion, as regular citizen. Not a laborious task. কথোপকথন দেখুন · Andrea Woo @AndreaWoo 18ঘঃ .@VanOlympics Agree to disagree. I don't think it's asking a lot to hope your mayor, or prospective mayor, is up on major int'l issues কথোপকথন দেখুন · Andrea Woo @AndreaWoo 18ঘঃ Would hope so MT @VanOlympics: @AndreaWoo But what would you expect Mayoral candidate to know? Do you think they have studied issues of HK? বিবরণ দেখুন · Andrea Woo @AndreaWoo 18ঘঃ .@VanOlympics Was not a random, controversy-baiting Q. HK-Vancouver diaspora alone shows link between cities. Legit question to ask of mayor কথোপকথন দেখুন · Andrea Woo @AndreaWoo 18ঘঃ .@VanOlympics There is a difference, though, between mandate and taking a moral stand কথোপকথন দেখুন · Andrea Woo @AndreaWoo 18ঘঃ But they do when advantageous RT @VanOlympics: @AndreaWoo Mayoral Candidates should not be commenting on international issues. কথোপকথন দেখুন · Andrea Woo @AndreaWoo 19ঘঃ I asked Gregor Robertson, Kirk LaPointe & Meena Wong to talk to me about #HongKong protest. Only 1 would: fw.to/YkKPgaT #Vancouver সারসংক্ষেপ দেখুন · Andrea Woo @AndreaWoo 19ঘঃ #Vancouver residents at Chinese consulate standing w/ #HongKong protesters, via @atangledvine: pic.twitter.com/M44q4AdsxU #occupycentral ছবি দেখুন · Andrea Woo @AndreaWoo 1দিঃ @SnarkySteff I'm not even sure I've driven that much in my lifetime কথোপকথন দেখুন · Andrea Woo @AndreaWoo 1দিঃ Couple friends just got back from a 20,000 (!) km bike trip around the world. Their blog here: 2lovecycling.com pic.twitter.com/B2xW8f1u8E ছবি দেখুন · Andrea Woo পুনঃটুইট করেছে travis lupick @tlupick 1দিঃ #VanPoli candidates on #HongKong. @kirklapointe: no comment. @MayorGregor: No real comment. @meenawong1: lots to say: bit.ly/1oIa22X সারসংক্ষেপ দেখুন · Andrea Woo @AndreaWoo 1দিঃ @calvye thx for sharing! Hey can you shoot me an email? Got a Q for you andreawoo [at] globeandmail [dot] com কথোপকথন দেখুন · Andrea Woo পুনঃটুইট করেছে Calvin @calvye 1দিঃ @AndreaWoo what I saw at Admiralty. pic.twitter.com/YuaoecLe0p ছবি দেখুন · Andrea Woo @AndreaWoo 2দিঃ Further to last tweet: Here are Christy Clark's cautious remarks on #HongKong protests: fw.to/IuDMax সারসংক্ষেপ দেখুন · পুরনো টুইট লোড করুন একটি বিষয়, @name, বা সম্পূর্ণ নাম দিন সেটিংস Help উপরে ফেরত যান · ছবি বন্ধ করুন)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11996&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2001 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 13, Number 4, Jan./Feb. 2001 Opinion Affiliation by Paul Waterlander I would like to add a bit of a perspective from a younger teacher (the year I can retire without penalty is 2025). Mr. Saprunoff’s comments (Teacher, Nov./Dec. 2000) questioning why teachers are in unions is one we younger teachers tend to hear quite often in the staffrooms across the province. Saprunoff seems to gaze back to the past, the “golden years” of no prep-time, mandatory lunch-hour supervision, the good ol’ boys network of how a teacher was hired and fired, the days teachers had to bring in their own coal to heat their rooms, as if those were the best of times. I disagree with Saprunoff’s opinion that teachers, “…control our own destiny… Our voices are heard every day… We do not need the affiliation of any other unions to get our issues heard.” I see many difficult challenges ahead in public education: governments that react with hostility to unionized labour, privatization of education, a shortage of qualified teachers, management itching to increase class sizes and have final approval of class makeup, and unsafe school work areas and conditions. Contrary to Saprunoff’s observation, the more years I spend teaching, the less teachers seem to be listened to. More and more, important educational decisions are being made contrary to the recommendations made by the teachers, who are in the trenches every day (school accreditation is one clear example of the trend). The BCTF will play a major role in being the teacher’s political voice on all the issues. I sense your frustration in that teachers were “forced” to become a union (another government decision), but we are a union out of self-preservation. What teacher in B.C. feels so professional that you can confidently walk into a district superintendent’s office, negotiate a contract spelling out salary, courses to be taught, class size, the number of honour students or students with special needs you get, sick days, professional development days, and pension all on your own? Without being laughed out of the office? Saprunoff states his frustration in losing pay over the CUPE strike. Believe me, my wife and I and my two young children were also frustrated over losing a week of my salary. All teachers felt the loss of income. But to blame the BCTF for this failure is to not understand the situation. CUPE wanted to sit down with our employer’s group, BCPSEA, but CUPE could not get them to agree to anything with substance. Since BCPSEA’s inception, no labour group has been able to negotiate anything with BCPSEA. The government appointed an arbitrator, but that appointed person went on vacation for a week, leaving CUPE with one option: strike. Our own provincial government chose to interfere in the historical right for labour to withhold services until a contract is negotiated by legislating us all back to work. Is that CUPE’s fault? Is that the BCTF’s fault for supporting our CUPE colleagues who literally keep our schools running cleanly and efficiently? I think not. Lay the blame where it belongs: on BCPSEA and our provincial government. I do not know enough about the issue of the BCTF’s possibly becoming affiliated with the B.C. Federation of Labour, but I do support the theory of strength in numbers. And I do support any group that supports teachers in promoting the values of public education. It is ironic that the main issue for Saprunoff is pensions. After dutifully serving 26 years in the profession, you deserve a good pension, but who do you think negotiates pensions with the government? Yes, those rotten unions! Teachers of B.C. should reflect in this bargaining year about what it means to be part of a union. Don’t buy into the media stereotyping of unions as evil, protectors of the lazy. All the history I study and teach shows union workers as hardworking and self-sacrificing people who stand up to injustice in the workplace wherever it occurs. Unions are not a relic of the past as long as injustice and exploitation still occur on a daily basis, even in good old B.C. With all due respect to Mr. Saprunoff, after one of my long days teaching and meeting and marking and supervising and phoning and planning, I sure feel like a labourer—and I am a professional—and I’m union, and I don’t think the three have to be exclusive of one another. Paul Waterlander teaches at Belmont Secondary School, Victoria.)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media jthornthwaite last tweet "MLA @douglas_horne thanking @colemancountry for his work w/ housing for BC @LindaReimerMLA @bcliberals http://t.co/zR6bdVGcRI" @jthornthwaite - 02:03am Follow @jthornthwaite BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=15658&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2008 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 20, Number 6, April 2008  New BCTF lesson aids 1 LA 9984—A is for Apple: Grading Achievement in Schools produced by Frog Hollow Neighbourhood House, 35 minute DVD, ©2007. An Eastside Vancouver high school launches a media campaign to counter its low marks on the Fraser Institute’s annual school rankings. This sparks a community project to explore public education issues and mentor student volunteers in documentary filmmaking. Questioning the growing emphasis on standardized testing, A is for Apple tests the value of authentic learning experiences outside the classroom. Blending stylized interviews and behind-the-scenes coverage with archival footage, the film wryly uses the propaganda film form to encourage media literacy and youth citizenship; stimulating discussion about the purpose of education and its assessment. Useful to parent groups, pre-service, film and video production, and language arts teachers at the senior level. This DVD is for individual classroom use. For private, school and district use purchase through www.froghollow.bc.ca Grades 11 and up. $50. 2 LA 8211—Pioneer Sounds: Lower Fraser Valley, BC by Patricia Godwin and Florence Nicholson, 32 p. ©2007. An historical sketch of pioneer life in the early settling of the Lower Fraser Valley. BC in the late 19th century held many challenges and rewards for the people who carved lives for themselves in these forested lands. Never-ending work was bearable with the help and interdependence of neighbours. This book details, in engaging cartoon format, aspects of the lives of the first settlers by describing some of the sounds that would have been part of their lives. Background information for pioneer sounds is included on each featured alphabetical word as well as a pioneer sounds word search. The book has a link to a Teachers’ Guide for Social Studies 2 to 3 learning outcomes at the website www.blacktuskpublishing.com. Grades 2 and 3. $13.95 3 LA 9186—Multigrade Format: British Columbia K–7 Language Arts (2006) Learning Outcomes by Heather J. Johnson, 40 p. ©2007. This document provides multigrade teachers in BC with a more manageable format of Learning Outcomes across the elementary school grades. This format provides a teacher of any constellation of grades, quick access to all grade-level expectations for each learning outcome. Such a format illustrates the expected growth in learning from Kindergarten to Grade 7. There are 35 different learning outcomes in the Language Arts Curriculum for K–7. For the most part, only a small increase in skill, along with a slight shift in the application or purpose of each skill, is expected at each grade level. $4.50 4 LA 8006—Critical Challenges for Primary Students by Tami McDiarmid, Rita Manzo, Trish Musselle, 128 p. Rev. ©2007. This revised edition is a collection of 20 detailed lesson plans inviting Kindergarten to Grade 3 children to think critically about a range of topics drawn from language arts, mathematics, science, and social studies. The teaching activities are organized around five themes: community/environment, moral dilemmas, teaching and learning from others, human nature, and family. The resource features such challenges as: designing a community; learning to ask powerful questions; making a lasting contribution to someone in the community; and solving a schoolyard problem. Includes newly created assessment rubrics for every challenge in both collections, many more student activity sheets to scaffold their learning, and an enhanced focus on teaching the tools to think critically. Recommended by the BC Ministry of Education. K–3. $31.95 5 LA 9517—Anatomy: Overhead Transparencies, Student Reproducibles, Assessment Tools by Creative Teaching Press, 34 p. ©2003. Each of the five sections in this illustrated resource features information and activities related to the different systems of the human body: the nervous, circulatory, skeletal, respiratory and digestive systems. Basic facts are interwoven with hands-on activities, and five full-color transparencies help students visualize each topic. Each section includes a page to review or assess student learning. Can be taught independently or used to supplement an existing science program. Grades 4 to 8. $11.95 6 LA 8212—From a Pioneer Community to a Modern Day City: How a Community Changes by Dianne Varty, 53 p. ©2008. This illustrated resource is a hands-on activity for Grades 2 to 3 on how to develop a model of a community. Students work in groups to discuss and create, and to understand how a community can develop, and some of the benefits of a new community and some of the disadvantages that can occur. The unit outlines 14 days of activity development activities including templates for creating a wide variety of commercial and community buildings and homes, plus suggestions for creating models of wildlife, trees, waterways, land uses, etc. Also included are language arts activities and a Christmas or Easter bread recipe. $5.95 7 LA 8095—Sequencing by Evan Moor Educational Publishers, 114 p. ©1998. Sequencing practice, whether picture stories or simple word stories, provides young learners with many important skills. This book provides a wide variety of reproducible cut-and-paste sequencing activities for children from preschool to beginning readers. The book is divided to the progressively difficult sections: real-life sequencing experiences; three-, four-, and six- part picture stories; sequencing words into sentences, and sentences into simple stories. Grades K–2. $16.95 8 LA 9184—Grammar: Grade 7 by Creative Teaching Press, 114 p. ©2005. This resource helps prepare students to communicate effectively as writers. Students learn how to craft sentences and paragraphs for various purposes and even edit their own work. Suitable for ESL students also. Students receive instruction and practice in many key writing skills, including: grammar, usage, punctuation, capitalization, spelling, combining and expanding sentences and paragraph structure. $8.95 9 LA 3207—What Am I Seeing? by Karin Clark, 64 p. ©2007. This guide book is designed to give the reader a glimpse of Pacific Northwest Coast Aboriginal art and to give a deeper understanding and whet the reader’s appetite for learning more about today’s vibrant, complex Aboriginal cultures. Three sections show where to look to identify many of the things the reader will see—from three-dimensional objects like bentwood boxes, ceremonial houses, masks and canoes, to crest deigns, to the main design elements in Pacific Northwest Coast Aboriginal art. Includes 112 colour illustrations and photos and illustrations of 10 well-known objects and 19 crest designs from the Pacific Northwest Coast along with meanings and stories, and identifies seven main design elements along with variations. Grades 4–12. $14.95 10 LA 3210—Cross Stitch Patterns based on Pacific Northwest Coast Native Indian Art Styles: Book 1 Thunderbirds by Jim Gilbert and Sheron Ruffell, 36 p. ©2005. The first of a series, this book contains the three full-size colour cross-stitch patterns from the West, Mid, and North Coast shown on the front cover. Patterns are full size and are approximately 37cm x 27cm with each based on accurate, traditional designs. Also included is a First Nations area map, Aboriginal art within a cultural context, Aboriginal designs used in cross stitch explanation, illustrated cross stitch instructions. Grades 4–12. $19.95 To order the above lesson aids, enclose a cheque payable to the BCTF or authorized PO to BCTF Lesson Aids Service, 100-550 West 6th Avenue, Vancouver, BC V5Z 4P2 or call 604-871-2180, toll free 1-800-663-9163, ext. 2180, with a Visa or Mastercard. GST, postage/ handling are included in prices. Orders sent by return mail. Lesson Aids office and display room hours: 9–5 p.m. Mon. to Fri. from Sept. to June; 9–5. Tues. to Fri. during July and Aug.; 9–12 on Sat. during Sept., Oct., Jan., and Feb. bctf.ca/LessonAids.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Foster parents are ordinary people engaged in extraordinary acts of kindness. Join the team! http://t.co/6jUkcsOp6V" @Teresa_Wat - 04:31pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/bctf?lang=he,BCTF (@bctf) | Twitter טוויטר שאילתת חיפוש חיפוש בטוויטר חיפושים שמורים הסרה חשבון מאומת @ משתמשים מומלצים חשבון מאומת @ חשבון מאומת @ שפה: עברית Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 כבר יש לך חשבון? כניסה הגעת לא מזמן לטוויטר? הצטרף היום » כניסה טלפון, דואר אלקטרוני או שם משתמש ססמה כניסה זכור אותי שכחת את הססמה? כבר התחלת להשתמש בטוויטר דרך מסרונים? BCTF @bctf ציוצים 5,120 תמונות/סרטונים 481 במעקב 4,245 עוקבים ‏18.3 אלף אהובים 534   עוד אהובים רשימות ביטול השתקת @bctf השתקת @bctf לעקוב ברשימת המעקב להפסיק לעקוב חסימה שחרור בהמתנה ביטול BCTF @bctf The BC Teachers' Federation represents the 41,000 public school teachers in British Columbia. Hopes for #bced outlined at http://www.afairdeal.ca  Vancouver, BC bctf.ca מועד ההצטרפות: דצמבר 2008 481 תמונות וסרטונים ציוצים ציוצים Tweets & replies BCTF @bctf  ·  4 שעות Seeing some #bced teachers putting their names forward for School Board/ #bcmuni elections in November. Any in your community? #bcpoli תגובה 0 replies לצייץ מחדש צויץ מחדש 2 אהוב סומן כאהוב 2 עוד הטמעת ציוץ BCTF @bctf  ·  4 באוק׳ New @OECD_Edu report: School competition doesn’t improve achievement http://www.oecd.org/pisa/pisaproducts/pisainfocus/PISA-in-Focus-N42-%28eng%29-FINAL.pdf … + comment: http://www.thelittleeducationreport.ca/  | #bced תגובה 0 replies לצייץ מחדש צויץ מחדש 15 retweets 15 אהוב סומן כאהוב 7 favorites 7 עוד הטמעת ציוץ BCTF @bctf  ·  4 באוק׳ Why do we educate? - New @bctf research report re: proposed #bced directions + new economies: http://bctf.ca/uploadedFiles/Publications/Research_reports/RR2014-07.pdf … | #cdnedchat #edpolicy תגובה 0 replies לצייץ מחדש צויץ מחדש 9 retweets 9 אהוב סומן כאהוב 4 favorites 4 עוד הטמעת ציוץ BCTF retweeted dave mackenzie @vernondavemack  ·  4 באוק׳ BC School Counsellor conference REGISTRATION is OPEN http://goo.gl/a3u4fh  LOWEST REG FEE EVER @bctf @bcedplan @bcedchat תגובה 0 replies לצייץ מחדש צויץ מחדש 2 אהוב סומן כאהוב 0 favorites עוד הטמעת ציוץ BCTF @bctf  ·  4 באוק׳ 2014-2015 BCTF Executive Committee on Twitter (2/2): @JamesSanyshyn @PaulSteer @norm_sabourin @CaroleGordonBC תגובה 0 replies לצייץ מחדש צויץ מחדש 1 retweet 1 אהוב סומן כאהוב 5 favorites 5 עוד הטמעת ציוץ BCTF @bctf  ·  4 באוק׳ 2014-2015 BCTF Executive Committee on Twitter (1/2): @glenhansman @TeriMooring @LTAPresident @tgrandin @SafeWithKaren @davidkom1 | #bced תגובה 0 replies לצייץ מחדש צויץ מחדש 4 retweets 4 אהוב סומן כאהוב 6 favorites 6 עוד הטמעת ציוץ BCTF retweeted Douglas Quan @dougquan  ·  26 בספט׳ B.C. teacher’s battle to restore shattered reputation following false accusations http://o.canada.com/news/national/b-c-teachers-battle-to-restore-shattered-reputation-following-false-accusations#.VCXblCKSPRw.twitter … via @canadadotcom הצגת סיכום תגובה 0 replies לצייץ מחדש צויץ מחדש 23 retweets 23 אהוב סומן כאהוב 3 favorites 3 עוד הטמעת ציוץ BCTF @bctf  ·  4 באוק׳ New documentary from @eduint highlights daily commitment of teachers around the world http://dlvr.it/75R1sT  | #bced תגובה 0 replies לצייץ מחדש צויץ מחדש 9 retweets 9 אהוב סומן כאהוב 4 favorites 4 עוד הטמעת ציוץ BCTF @bctf  ·  4 באוק׳ Check out Vancouver Secondary member and comedian @MrPaulBae in @OurTimesMag here: http://tinyurl.com/k9ncoao  | #bced @vstaprez תגובה 0 replies לצייץ מחדש צויץ מחדש 3 retweets 3 אהוב סומן כאהוב 2 עוד הטמעת ציוץ BCTF retweeted Canadian Labour @CanadianLabour  ·  29 באוג׳ Tell @pmharper to launch a PUBLIC INQUIRY into Missing & Murdered Aboriginal Women - http://goo.gl/8HfDHR  #canlab pic.twitter.com/7juUUsvIVJ צפייה בעוד תמונות וסרטונים תגובה 0 replies לצייץ מחדש צויץ מחדש 79 retweets 79 אהוב סומן כאהוב 15 favorites 15 עוד הטמעת ציוץ BCTF @bctf  ·  3 באוק׳ Social media tidbits: @pressprogress' @Raffi_RC and @christyclarkbc post had 157504 unique views on our FB page http://www.pressprogress.ca/en/post/childrens-troubadour-raffi-schools-christy-clark-over-teacher-dispute … #bced תגובה 0 replies לצייץ מחדש צויץ מחדש 9 retweets 9 אהוב סומן כאהוב 5 favorites 5 עוד הטמעת ציוץ BCTF @bctf  ·  3 באוק׳ Social media tidbits: BCTF followers on Facebook grew by 6,000 during #bced strike. Twitter followers grew by 12,000. תגובה 0 replies לצייץ מחדש צויץ מחדש 14 retweets 14 אהוב סומן כאהוב 6 favorites 6 עוד הטמעת ציוץ BCTF @bctf  ·  3 באוק׳ Social media tidbits: During #bced strike, our Facebook page posts had collective reach of 3.9 million! Some posts >200,000 individual views תגובה 0 replies לצייץ מחדש צויץ מחדש 13 retweets 13 אהוב סומן כאהוב 6 favorites 6 עוד הטמעת ציוץ Greater Vancouver, British Columbia BCTF retweeted glenn ross @vurvdesign  ·  2 באוק׳ My daughter's home ec class has 24 sewing machines and 30 kids. . . #bced #bctf תגובה 0 replies לצייץ מחדש צויץ מחדש 19 retweets 19 אהוב סומן כאהוב 4 favorites 4 עוד הטמעת ציוץ BCTF retweeted Teri Mooring @TeriMooring  ·  2 באוק׳ Issues r direct result of underfunding. Inclusion is critical & costly: All children deserve quality education #bced http://www.vancouversun.com/opinion/op-ed/children+deserve+quality+education/10253439/story.html … הצגת סיכום תגובה 0 replies לצייץ מחדש צויץ מחדש 9 retweets 9 אהוב סומן כאהוב 1 favorite 1 עוד הטמעת ציוץ BCTF retweeted Student Vote @studentvote  ·  1 באוק׳ Registration for the #bcmuni Student Vote program is open! Sign up your class: http://studentvote.ca/bclocal14/  #bced @bctf תגובה 0 replies לצייץ מחדש צויץ מחדש 7 retweets 7 אהוב סומן כאהוב 1 favorite 1 עוד הטמעת ציוץ BCTF @bctf  ·  1 באוק׳ #bced's #PSAday is on October 24. Check out http://www.bctf.ca/pdcalendar/index.cfm?action=day&date=41936 … … for all the specialist association converences pic.twitter.com/zxPl9Y25n5 צפייה בעוד תמונות וסרטונים תגובה 0 replies לצייץ מחדש צויץ מחדש 8 retweets 8 אהוב סומן כאהוב 1 favorite 1 עוד הטמעת ציוץ BCTF retweeted Glen Hansman @glenhansman  ·  1 באוק׳ Attending @UBCEduc talk by @StanKutcher on mental health literacy in middle & secondary schools Sept 30. | #bced תגובה 0 replies לצייץ מחדש צויץ מחדש 3 retweets 3 אהוב סומן כאהוב 3 favorites 3 עוד הטמעת ציוץ BCTF retweeted Wendy Carr @mmecarr  ·  30 בספט׳ Dr Stan Kutcher UBC #UBCmentalhealthed #UBCBEd2015 develop mental health literacy=knowledge, attitudes, competencies. pic.twitter.com/TzWnxVymS0 צפייה בעוד תמונות וסרטונים תגובה 0 replies לצייץ מחדש צויץ מחדש 6 retweets 6 אהוב סומן כאהוב 4 favorites 4 עוד הטמעת ציוץ BCTF @bctf  ·  30 בספט׳ October 24 is #PSAday2014. Our BCTF specialist associations host annual #BCED ProD conferences. Full calendar at http://bit.ly/PSAday2014  תגובה 0 replies לצייץ מחדש צויץ מחדש 3 retweets 3 אהוב סומן כאהוב 3 favorites 3 עוד הטמעת ציוץ טוויטר עמוס מהרגיל או שיש איזושהי מגבלה זמנית. לנסות שוב ניתן לבקר במצב של טוויטר למידע נוסף. סגירה BCTF עקב אחרי לא לפספס אף עדכונים מאת BCTF Vancouver, BC · לשנות © 2014 טוויטר על אודות עזרה מידע על הפרסומות סגירה נושאים חמים נושאים חמים במיוחד בשבילך. מגמות מציעות דרך ייחודית להתקרב לדברים שמעניינים אותך. הן תפורות אישית עבורך בהתבסס על המיקום שלך והאנשים שברשימת המעקב שלך. לשנות להשאיר את הנושאים החמים המותאמים לקבל נושאים חמים מרחבי העולם סיום התעלמות סגירה קודם הבא סגירה מעבר לפרופיל של משתמש חיפושים שמורים הסרה חשבון מאומת @ משתמשים מומלצים חשבון מאומת @ חשבון מאומת @ סגירה האם לצייץ מחדש לעוקבים שלך? ביטול לצייץ מחדש סגירה האם אכן ברצונך למחוק ציוץ זה? ביטול מחיקה סגירה חסימה ביטול חסימה הוספת זיהוי מיקום לציוציך בעת שליחת ציוץ הכולל מיקום, טוויטר שומר מיקום זה. באפשרותך להפעיל/לכבות את זיהוי המיקומים לפני כל ציוץ ותמיד באפשרותך למחוק את כל היסטוריית המיקומים שלך מידע נוסף הפעלת זיהוי מיקום לא עכשיו נטרול זיהוי המיקום סגירה תקציר הפרופיל סגירה הרשימות שלך סגירה יצירת רשימה חדשה שם הרשימה תיאור עד 100 תווים, רשות פרטיות פומבי · כל אחד רשאי לעקוב אחרי רשימה זו פרטי · רשימה זו שמירת רשימה סגירה סגירה הטמעת ציוץ זה ניתן להוסיף ציוץ זה לאתר שלך על־ידי העתקת הקוד שלהלן. מידע נוסף המממ, קרתה איזו תקלה בזמן ההתחברות לשרת. לנסות שוב? לכלול את ציוץ ההורה לכלול את המדיה תצוגה מקדימה סגירה הרשמה לטוויטר אינך משתמש/ת בטוויטר? הירשמו, פיקחו עין על הנושאים שמעניינים אתכם, וקבלו עדכונים בזמן אמת. כבר יש לך חשבון? כניסה » סגירה קודים קצרים דו־כיווניים (שליחה וקבלה): מדינה קוד ללקוחות של ארצות הברית 40404 (כולם) קנדה 21212 (כולם) בריטניה 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 ברזיל 40404 Nextel, TIM האיטי 40404 Digicel, Voila אירלנד 51210 Vodafone, O2 הודו 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance אינדונזיה 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata איטליה 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » הצגת קודים מקוצרים של SMS במדינות אחרות סגירה אישור)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/IssuesInEducation.aspx?id=21932&printPage=true,BCTF > 21st century learning  	BCTF > Issues in Education  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Issues in Education > Teaching and Learning in the 21st Century Teaching and Learning in the 21st Century The BCTF’s 21st century learning web page aims to share, explore, and critique ideas and literature that link to teaching and learning in the 21st century. It will evolve as new analyses and proposals emerge, but the intention is to offer BCTF members, as well as a wider public, access to a range of information linked to and extending the January 2011 BCTF Discussion Paper . It is also intended as a platform on which BC’s public school teachers might share their practices and offer their insights into approaches to teaching and learning. Click on the links below to find out more.         )
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2014/09/tentative-agreement-yes-or-no.html?showComment=1411104703697,Staffroom Confidential: Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, September 16, 2014 Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Despite what I know was a herculean effort on the part of our bargaining team, I very much hope that BC teachers will vote no to the tentative agreement. After five weeks of strike, and twelve years of legal battles, this is not the deal that will restore sanity to public education and it is not a fair deal for teachers and students. Just as teachers in Saskatchewan rejected a deal to ensure a better outcome, I hope BC teachers will consider a no vote to let our team know we have to go back to the bargaining table. Class size, composition The agreement provided a modified LIF fund starting at $75 million per year and increasing to $85 by the last year. It is for teachers only, which will mean a slight improvement in Districts where sizeable portions were spent on Education Assistants or senior District staff rather than teachers. However, in an average size District like Victoria (20,000 students, 1,000 teachers), this will translate into about 5-10 more teachers. That is one for every five schools. To put it in comparison, Justice Griffin's judgement estimated the lost funding due to lost class size language at about $330 million in current dollars. (Read more here about the proposed Education Fund.) I heard so many teachers speak up about the need to ensure that we do not return to over-crowded classes when the strike ends. This agreement does very little to alleviate what is the most pressing issue. Throwing away the court victory The agreement provides a "reopener" in the event we win on appeal our class size language. What this means is that the language returns, but is not implemented until new language is negotiated. Without the actual implementation of the returned language, there will be very little incentive for the government to bargain it back. We would essentially be back in the very same position we are in today, with government trying to bargain it out and us trying to bargain it back in. In my opinion, even if we were legislated back to work we would be in a superior position. If we won the appeal the government would then be forced to implement the language. We are thus throwing away our historic court victory and the bargaining pressure it potentially creates. The reopener is really only mildly less offensive than E80. In both cases, we have to bargain back what was illegally taken from our contract and the government will probably never have to restore it. In fact, the "reopener" creates the perfect opportunity for government to lock us out to try and force us to agree to something far inferior. Throwing away the remedy for the last twelve years The agreement provides $105 million to compensate for grievances over-sized classes for the last twelve years. Using Justice Griffin's estimates, our loss is roughly $300 million times 12 = over $3 billion. I cannot fathom how $105 million is a fair compromise. The BCTF's original proposal to put this money back into the system was a more fair and productive approach. This agreement means we can no longer go to the courts for a fair remedy. Wages The agreement is very close to government's original offer. While I would be willing to accept this if the class size language was returned, teachers should not be taking such a significant monetary loss without the commensurate gain in working conditions. We have lost roughly 12% of our annual salary. We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut. Minimal improvements There are very minimal improvements in preparation time for elementary teachers (10 minutes per week), and TTOC daily rate. The TTOC daily rate change may depend on your grid placement. It could actually be a wage loss for long term TTOCs who are above category 5 and step 7. There is also $11 million in health and dental benefits. At 40,000 members, this is $275 each. Hardly worth consideration in the context of the rest of the agreement. What next? There are a variety of options if we vote no. We can continue the strike. We can choose to return to work and continue bargaining. We do not, and should not, accept an agreement that doesn't meet our needs and doesn't meet the needs of students and public education. When Saskatchewan teachers rejected the first deal which had 5.5% wage increases over four years, the second deal had 7.3% increases over four years. They have said this still isn't good enough. For us, our main issue is classroom conditions. We need to say this isn't good enough. The way to do that is to vote no. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 7:48 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 124 comments: Troy MooreSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:17 PM The EC recommendation states the open clause will be argued from restored language. However, selling our grievances for nothing as the 105 million is strike savings, is plenty of reason to vote no. Further, no composition caps, but a fund controlled by Superintendents is enough reason to vote no. Thursday I will vote no.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:06 PM Re-opener also says "education fund" in place until new language bargained, so old language can disappear forever.Delete Reply Mme RousseauSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:33 PM Government starved us to death hoping we'd vote yes to whatever deal they'd offer. Planned it from the start.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:07 PM We can sill choose (collectively) to return to work if we reject this deal. Many options.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:09 PM Great analysis, Tara! I think that returning to work would be a bad idea. This will frustrate parents more if they need to find new ways to deal with taking care fo kids. USe the money given to you by the other unions. I am a teacher who had to quit for stress over the terrible condition of work (split FI grade 4/5, several low LD kids with little support, one severe with no support, 2 gifted (no support), and a principal who expected me to teach 2 separate social studies AND science programs)Delete Reply Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:56 PM Good points by all but the gov't succeeded in starving my family out and completly breaking us. I will be voting YES and live to fight another dayReplyDelete Replies schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:21 PM 'Fight another day'? In the last twelve years that we have been pushing back against this government, never has the tide tide been so much with teachers, class size/composition, and public education - and never has the government been pushed back onto the ropes (especially with the call for binding arbitration). What 'other day' is being proposed that we wait for? Now is the time. Vote 'no' and give the BCTF bargaining team a renewed mandate to get a decent deal for students and teachers.Delete Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:10 PM "Another day" means to wake up and realize that 2more weeks means my family of 5 could lose our home. It means I will do all I can to recall Cc, Factbender, and other mla's, and maybe even having "a guy I know" have a chat with them. In year 1 of their reign, I don't believe they even know what "the ropes" are. I will vote YES ...for my family, and I can live with thatDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:12 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply Karen FergusonSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:03 PM Just a question: When the Saskatchewan teachers voted no, had they already been on strike for 5 weeks?ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM No. They are working with no contract. They are not on strike.Delete Shannon DavisSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:23 AM I am a Saskatchewan teacher. We are not on strike; we are currently in the conciliation process after voting "no" to 2 previous offersDelete Reply "Mama Rose"September 16, 2014 at 9:27 PM Can we truly return to work without agreeing and continue bargaining? When I suggested returning to work a few weeks ago, the answer was "being on strike puts pressure on the gov't and without pressure they have no reason to settle." And can you explain more how legislating us back would be better than agreeing to this deal? And finally, why would the BCTF executive put forward a deal that was not a good one?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:30 PM Because they need confirmation of the resolve of the membership to get something better. That is what a no vote does.Delete Reply Troylana MSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:28 PM some great points to ponder, tara......thinking thinking....ReplyDelete schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:43 PM If we vote 'no' to the tentative deal we still have options: We'd not have a contract. But we could... a) strike with full picket lines b) partially strike with phase 1 (work-to-rule) in schools c) partially strike with periodic/rotating job action d) continue negotiating e) return to work and re-escalate strike f) some/all of the above ReplyDelete Replies Caroline MackenzieSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:21 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:14 PM a) will expedite matters (I say less that 3 days)Delete Reply danabjornsonSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:05 PM I am thinking that a legislated, crappier contract would only be in effect for 2 years max (before elections...). If we take this offer, then we will be agreeing to this pseudo-E80. Should we win the court case (which we likely will), we will have to settle on the terms of the THIS negotiated contract which doesn't actually restore learning conditions; it simply allows for those conditions to be negotiated. If we say n, then we default to the 2002 contract, which DOES restore the language. A "yes" vote is saying that we are good on "crumbs"; a "no" vote is saying we want an actual meal. That's my understanding, anyway. Please correct me where I am wrong, Tara. :)ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:44 PM And word is IF they legislate, they could opt to legislate back Grade 10-12 only causing the union to have to lay off all teachers and re-hire based on seniority. That will tear the union at the seams pitting teacher against teacher for those positions. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:17 PM There will be a general strike if that were to happen! They better not do this. They will regret it.Delete Reply imaginefunlearningSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:09 PM Some good points on the background of our fight over the past 12 years, which I have been actively engaged in; however we need to recognize the climate we are in. We are not in Sask. people! We have just come through a very long summer!! We need to thank our @bctf bargaining team & recognize the toll this has taken on all of us & our families. I don't have the luxury of more time on the strike line. This may be as good as it gets. Let's read the agreement and consider getting back to work and making some $ again! That's my 2 cents worth, which would come in really handy right now!!!ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:18 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply RobSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:11 PM Go back in work to rule mode. Work this winter to recall every Liberal MLA. ThAt is the only way to apply pressure to these criminals. ReplyDelete Replies Kate RestonSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:03 PM Recall! Not sure who won the battle but the war is still onDelete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:14 AM Well said Kate... I agree 100%Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:20 PM I think say NO and a better deal will be done in less than 3 days. These guys are not criminals, they are lower than that. I bet they get a sick pleasure in hurting the kids and the teachers.Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:31 PM An official recall is in the works: https://www.facebook.com/groups/316129595235450/?fref=ts Please consider joining.Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:26 AM Leah - do you honestly think anyone who voted BC Liberal did so thinking that they would act any differently on the education file?Delete Reply JJSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:16 PM I am glad to see other members who share my views. I am outraged at a 1.2 percent "raise" in salary per year that doesn't even meet inflation of currently 2%. I feel used and abused.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:23 PM Not to mention all of the other pittance! I am actually surprised that Iker asked teachers to vote on this! Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:18 PM Hi Tara Thanks for the summary! Will we be able to vote NO to the deal, but vote YES to returning to work? Will there be three options when we vote Thursday? Why did the BCTF agree to a substandard deal for us? If we vote no to a deal that was recommended to us, the teachers look like the bad guys and public approval will plummet. I am very disappointed and frustratedReplyDelete Replies KataSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:12 AM Public approval will not necessarily plummet. I have seen strikes where the membership has voted against the executive's "best results to date", and ended up with a better offer. This offer is an insult. The $300 million will not bring funding to the national average (I believe). More importantly, the wage offer is half of the average wage increase for public and private workers (StatsCan). Delete Reply MontySeptember 16, 2014 at 10:19 PM Thank you, Tara. My thoughts too, more clearly expressed. As well, Thursday is too soon to vote, too soon to vote, too soon to vote........ReplyDelete Richard ChalkeSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:21 PM Vote no and lose every shred of public support...just sayin!ReplyDelete Replies UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:31 AM I am a member of the public and would support a "no" vote. js!.Delete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:01 AM Richard Chalke, NO you won't! I am a mother with 3 adopted special needs children who need to be in a class that is designed for them and others like them (my kids are academically slightly delayed but their issues are more social and behavioural) where they can receive the education they deserve taught in a way they can comprehend. I will speak now for all the parents I know, and we will support the teacher's if they continue to fight for our children's best interest.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:28 PM It might not be pretty at first, but once we explain things (and I hope the Mandarin-speaking teachers flood the Richmond organization that voiced their concerns), they will back us. The 3 billions that the judge came to is the first I hear about. This should be stated to every newsmedia comment section in the province. Minimize pickets and flood those outlets with commenters, just like the Liberals do. Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:45 PM I am a member of the public and a single Mother of a child in the public school system. You will NOT lose one bit of my support if you vote no. I know that you are sacrificing so that my child can have a better education, and I am most grateful for it. Having said that, I also know that you are exhausted and broke. I have been dreading that you may have to settle for less than what you (we) deserve because the government succeeded in breaking you. I am not in your shoes, so cannot judge. If the vote is a yes, I understand and I am still behind you. Delete Reply Alison RocheSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:25 PM It is a crap deal. It's always a crap deal. Once you raise the stakes to striking, anything else is a cave in. The last time we walked out was the 3 day illegal strike where I threw away 1200$ and got EXACTLY the same contract I had the year before. The BCTF called it a win because they didn't rip up MORE of my contract. Ridiculous. There are a few of us that believe that working to contract, doing 100% of your teaching job and nothing more (like paying for supplies out of your own pocket or EC) is the only way teachers will survive this government. What if they get re-elected again? Then what? Teachers have lost thousands to these clowns to make "statements" about the state of public education in this province. We can't keep sacrificing ourselves and our families. And in the meantime, you talk to parents about why you have to take this crappy road. Because up until this strike they mostly didn't care about the state of education, but god forbid you didn't run a Sports Day. Then suddenly they wanted to know what the hell was going on. Keep the conversation going in schools. Attend your PAC meetings and stop enabling this govt to underfund and overwork the system. And still get paid!ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:20 AM I am very excited at the prospect of returning to my beloved job on Friday. However I will NOT continue to put my personal money into my classroom and I will be seriously reconsidering my involvement in extra curriculars. I think we shoot ourselves in the foot with all the unpaid work we so willingly volunteer to do. Delete Reply FCSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:38 PM I heard a rumour last week from a loose lipped government insider that after the 22nd, depending on the outcome of the negotiations the Liberals were going to announce a 3 step process. I was not clear if this was based on 3 steps to resolve the strike (perhaps the 3rd step is legislation??) or 3 steps to overhaul the education system, either way, they will settle it outright. I wish you all luck and all the information that you need to make a sound decision of what you feel is best.ReplyDelete Replies Lisa BurrowsSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:53 PM I have heard similar rumours. On the 23rd, the gov. was planning on introducing a $6000 per year voucher system for 3 choices: an academic or trades program, or something called EducationCanada. Not clear whether their intention was to privatize the public system, de-certify teachers and hire them back under new wage/benefits. Not clear where these rumours originated from. Maybe fear tactics to get teachers to vote yes. In any event, I plan on voting yes. I signed up to be a teacher, not a martyr. This strike has cost us a lot. We need to regain our livelihood and hopefully continue the conversation about class composition. We have at least awakened many people to the issue, and the court case is still an avenue that could eventually improve teaching and learning conditions.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:33 PM I urge all teachers to fight and say NO to this deal. Retired teacher who had to retire because horrendous work conditions. Make me proud. They will not last long if you say NO! I know this is tough, but there is money and I hear that Van City does offer loan at low to 0 %. Banks do allow you to miss a mortgage payment. Go talki to your banker.Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM Will school districts require teachers to make up missed days, as suggested in the media? Will the school calendar be changing to make up for the missed three weeks and if so will we be made aware of those changes PRIOR to the vote? ReplyDelete KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:41 PM "Wages..... We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut." And that is the cost of going on strike!!! There is nothing that can be done about that. You cannot go on strike and put up the raise you want every week to compensate for your time on strike - it doesn't work that way.ReplyDelete Replies Drew StevensonSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:59 AM I believe the missing "..." Suggests that they meant to refer to the losses against inflation since the last wage step increase. Thus this contract does not allow us to recover the buying power lost to inflation since the last non contract or "0%" year. Add those up and compare against the proposed increase and you see that by the end of the contract, we won't be able to afford the same value of goods (loaves of bread, watts of energy, litres of gas) that we could at the end of the last contracts term. It was not a comment about wages that were lost in the strike. Those are really small potatoes when compared to the grinding power of inflation over years and years. The next contract will use this latest for a bench mark so these losses to inflation will grind at all teachers for as long as they teach. A death of a thousand cuts to our ability to afford basic goods and services. Any raise less than inflation is a cut to the value placed on us and on our ability to pay our bills. Delete Reply Ed SSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:09 PM Having lost $20,000 (including summer school wages) as the single income for a family of five is far too much; I will be voting YES to the deal, unless the independently wealthy teachers out there who wish to continue the strike will pay my bills and mortgage for me.ReplyDelete Replies Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:14 PM I feel ya. Yes for meDelete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:18 AM Ed S. With all due respect (and I mean that), how did you lose $20,000 in the strike? Teachers were out 2 weeks (all out) before they were supposed to be in June, and now 3 weeks for the start of school? It is my understanding that teachers don't get paid through the summer months. Please correct me if I'm wrong, wherever I'm wrong. Shouldn't you have been financially alright for the summer months at least? Also all teachers knew this strike had a possibility of extending into the new school year but no one teacher budgeted for this possibility? I'm truly just trying to get a clear picture of where this all stems. NO disrespect intended.Delete BlairSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:12 AM Kelly, not Ed but if you look at the numbers there was the 10% lockout haircut in May/June plus the loss of most of June and the loss of much of September. In our 1 teacher (1 non) household we calculated a $9 K - $10 K loss so far. If you add summer school earnings you can easily make the loss in the $20 k zone. As for budgeting, we budget for the summer, but did not expect the 10% haircut, nor the loss of June/Sept days which completely messed our budgeting calculations. A very good friend (single teaching mother) was crushed by the loss of the June income and is without a penny today.Delete Mr. SmoothSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:35 PM The only one who didn't get a haircut was Jim Iker... and he needs one more than anyone else. What's with that over-coiffed 70"s mullet Jim? Does wonders for the BCTF brand image!Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:55 PM Jim's hair is not open for discussion in a respectful space like this. As for his salary, he is a teacher who does not get paid when we are on strike.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:04 PM Totally agree!Delete Reply Mr. GSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:24 PM If I thought they could do any better I would agree with voting NO, but you have to be realistic. The BCTF does not use professionals to bargain and always ends up with much less than they promise the membership when asking for a strike vote. While this is not a great deal for teachers, I really think you're fooling yourself if you think it'll get any better.ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:02 AM BCTF needs to be replaced with younger more adept representatives and advocates. Also, we should be hiring professional contract negotiators - you don't go into battle with cut throat corporate types with a wooden knife. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:37 PM This is BAD deal! Say NO to it and show those (expletives) that we will not take it anymore! Come on! Show them that teachers have a spine! They will respect us, oddly!Delete Reply retaSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:51 PM I agree with Richard. Those in the public that are uniformed would be furious, and there are many teachers who just can't afford to use their wages as their voice any longer - too much has already been donated to the government. In my opinion, the deal is pretty lame. I am sitting on the fence.ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:24 AM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:26 AM So true!!! I cannot afford to fight this battle for public education any longer. Why is this my personal and professional obligation??? However I think this deal is weak weak weak. I also think its the best we are going to get. Ideologically I'm on the fence but my wallet will vote YES.Delete Reply SirThinksToo MuchSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:54 PM My wife and I will be voting "Yes" on Thursday for it is the middle path. The easy path would have been for us to go back to school with E-80 & E-81 over our heads. The difficult path would be for us to vote "No" and put our mortgage at risk and having to continue asking retired parents for handouts to feed a family with three kids. The middle path is the wisest choice for us considering the current political climate in which those who do not teach are the quickest to judge it harshly.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:41 PM I understand that this is really tough for you! I almost died teaching a few month ago. I had to quit. Please consider holding on and say no. Remember the short loss in salary will be offset in the LONG-RUn by better salary increase. This is a joke! They will be laughing at you even more if we accept this. This is a very bad deal! However, I do respect your position!Delete Reply DaleSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:16 AM Why would classroom conditions be better on October 9th after being legislated back? We have been outplayed because of our stubborn refusal to outdated, tired old tactics. It is because of these actions that have led us to this terrible deal. Time to reset, regroup and stock up for the long haul. Can't do it if half the members commit hara kiri on themselves. We are a union of professionals not a cult. ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:49 AM Could not agree more.Delete schreck!September 17, 2014 at 9:44 AM Could you please advise which tactics you believe could have been used to secure a superior deal?Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:47 AM Full disclosure: I'm a BC Liberal supporter. The only people who would benefit from a NO vote are the BC Liberals. Teachers would be bargaining with no leverage whatsoever and would be viewed by a large segment of the population as unreasonable. The BC Liberals then get portray themselves as the only party capable of dealing with the BCTF. schreck! says that the BCTF has the government on the ropes, but he couldn't be farther from the truth. The government wants people to view the BCTF as their primary opponent. Disputes like this just shore up the BC Liberal base and protect its right flank. Any half-baked recall campaign will only reinforce that. It's true teachers aren't going to recoup the lost wages from the strike. I would suggest to you that that means this job action was probably not in teachers' interests, especially without any sort of appreciable strike fund. This is the best deal teachers were ever going to get with this government and people should have been able to recognize that in June. If you want my advice (which you probably don't), it would be to spend the next 5 years building up a strike fund, electing better leaders, and hiring a professional negotiating team. Don't bring a knife to a gunfight and expect things to go well. Focus on getting the best deal you can from whoever the government is rather than trying to change the government, the HST, Kinder Morgan or a thousand different issues that distract from education and erode the union's finances further. You'd be doing yourself a favour, and probably doing the NDP a favour at the same time. Also, if schreck! is David Schreck, you can thank his opposition to STV for the last two BC Liberal majorities. I know I do.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:11 PM One step would be to stop making political contributions to the NDP. This only contributes to the childish animosity and lack of trust that has constantly characterized negotiations. How else can the Socreds/Liberals view teachers except as enemies when they so publicly support their opponents. This stupid confrontational immature approach has to STOP!!!!! Education should not be a political fight when it is so obviously a valuable benefit to our society. It was an NDP government that legislated teachers back to work in 1993. Stop making education a political fight.Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:10 PM I don't think they have to go that far. CUPE and the Nurses still contribute to the NDP yet they don't have the same acrimonious relationship. CUPE and the Nurses just make their members their priority, and broader advocacy second.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:55 PM Ryan (possibly a Liberal paid commenter), with all due respect, I disagree with you. The cumulative increase in lieu of this will be better. Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can. I say to Iker, ask for 6% over 3 years because these people love to play the 15% over 15 year game to make it so big on the surface. Some people think that this is 15% every year. Believe me! I have seen it in comment sections. Others believe that the 15% is too high not understanding that they must divide things over the duration of the contract. It is time that we play it smarter. It is time to put the foot down and ask for money given to us by other unions, if it is needed. Banks can accept one late mortgage payment. It would be suicidal for them to not help. Imagine the possible damage if that ever leaks out. They could lose a lot in teacher money. I for one would pull my money out of a bank in support! Teachers are going to show this government that we have a spine! Enough is enough! Aren't you tired of being treated like kids? (Retired teacher who almost died in a car accident because of work conditions that were horrendous. I had to quit.)Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 AM Not paid by the BC Liberals. I pay them actually... :/ I imagine astroturfers of any affiliation wouldn't disclose their bias. "Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can." How did that work in May 2013? If the teachers reject a contract that their own union endorsed, it will make teachers seem unreasonable. Whether that perception is true or fair is irrelevant. It's what will happen, and teachers will be weaker as a result. Take my advice. Build up a strike fund and focus on the internal governance of the BCTF for the next 6 years. You'll be better off for it. Or not. I don't mind you or others making it easier for the party I support to get elected. I'd just rather not see kids and teachers hurt in the process.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:37 AM Ah! The "don't-hurt-kids" card, hey, when you have underfunded education for 12 years! WOW! That takes the cake! Are your trolling? Oh! You are serious? :) Would you be surprised if I don't follow your advice, considering your lack of logic? Would you be surprised if others don't follow your advice? It is ttue that bullies like you and your ilks love to show who is the boss, who is the teacher now! I suspect that is at the root of the problem! No one wants to fail in school! No one wants to get the strap! Sad that today's teachers don't like it too! But, who cares, we are ... teachers! We deserve it! BAH! BAH! BAH!Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:22 PM That's fine. I look forward to another 16 years of BC Liberal government.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:41 PM 16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate! Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan! Sociopaths do that!Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 9:35 AM "16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate!" 16 years of our opponents still don't understand why they lost. Like I said, that's fine with me. If I said the Liberals would be in power for at least another 13 years back in 2004 you probably would have laughed too. Heck, if I told you on May 13 last year that the BC Liberals would be reelected on May 14 you'd probably have laughed too. And you were wrong. Why is that? Answer that question if you want the NDP to win the next election. Without a correct answer to it, the NDP's cause is hopeless. "Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan!" You feel they are flawed, and that's fine. I don't go around calling people who disagree with me sociopaths, nor do I accuse them of being paid shills. But I also don't feel much need to address your ad hominems. There are logical arguments to support your position, but argumentum ad hominem is not one of them. It's a textbook logical fallacy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 1:15 PM Ah! Now I get it! It is all ego-based! You think because you voted the winning party that you are a winner and we are losers! You think because you predicted that the Liberals would win, you are winner. That does not make YOU a winner or the Liberals! It is called DEMOGRAPHICS, you expletives. The baby boomers are getting old and because they have more assets and won't make a whole lot more for too long, they need to vote a govn't who is going to do just that! It is not rocket science! WOW! You think you are so superior when your party stole an election with 47% of the popular vote. That's not a majority and your party should not have been elected. BTW, did you delete from your ethical memory the words Ethnic voting scandal? The field is slanted and you know it. However, you are so willing to minimize, forget the scams and bad fairplay tactics like a sociopath is allowed to minimize or ignore his or victims emotions that you don't see that you are the loser, we are the victim of your constant bullying. 1% wage increases after years of 0% increases and you can justify that when Yahoo reports that the average Canadian can hope to get 2.5% this and next year: https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html You Liberals behave like fascists, but we can't call you that because that's not allowed! Well! Guess what? It is and you are. Live with it! You keep on dreaming you are a genius! :) I am retired, getting soon a nice pension, and laughing at you from a beach somewhere! AHAHA! Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 2:14 PM What's with the name calling Peter? For someone claiming to be retired you really don't show the wisdom of age. For someone who talks about logic, you use logical fallacies like ad hominems a lot too. It's a fair point that the BC Liberals didn't get a majority of the vote (and I'm a very big supporter of electoral reform). The BC Liberals + Conservatives did though, and I don't think it's realistic to expect the BC Conservatives to have been more generous had they been part of government. Last time I checked I just voted. I didn't "victimize" anyone. Perhaps your rage is misplaced. If you think the election was "stolen" I'm afraid I have to question your grasp on reality though. "Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?" I'm glad you'll have a pleasant retirement Peter. I have no ill will towards you. I'm not sure why you think I do. I'm not saying people were *right* to vote BC Liberal. That's a matter of opinion. All I'm saying is people *did* vote BC Liberal. More voted BC Liberal than BC NDP for the last 5 elections in a row actually. You need to understand why that happened in order to change it for the next election. Clearly you're not interested in that though. Which is fair enough. Just remember next time you're upset about something the BC Liberals do that your lack of interest is part of why the BC Liberals get elected at all.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 3:23 PM I love your culture --or the lack of thereof! Guess what, stop thinking averybody is white and must follow your little rules. Namecalling? Sociopath? Whaaaat? And, what if you are? Still can't call you that? :) You fascist right-wingers are big on censorship! I just don't like you giving us lessons on how to get the NDP in. As stated, people are voting right of the NDP because it is a matter of demographics and a little ethnic vote buying on the side. The rest is mumbo jombo. Yes, of course, they will have to go on strike in the future and yes they will have to build a strike fund. The Liberals stole that from the BCTF too! And, you wonder why I don't have any respect for them? Yes, electoral reform is needed! We agree!Delete Reply JJ GeorgeSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:46 AM As a parent, I support the teachers and respect whether they choose to vote yes or no. However I noticed a discrepancy here from other information I've read regarding prep time for elementary teachers. Here it states minimal improvement to prep time - only 10 minutes per week being added. Elsewhere I read that it is 100 minutes per week for prep, increasing by an additional 10 minutes in the final year. That is a significant difference, and worth noting. Or have I completely misunderstood?ReplyDelete Replies Anne-MarieSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:59 AM Elementary teachers currently have 90 minutes of preparation time per week so an increase to 100 minutes per week is only gaining 10 minutes. In other provinces and some private schools they have as much as 45 minutes of prep time per day.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:56 PM Thank you for inquiring!Delete DW ZSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:57 PM You're right JJ George. There is a significant difference around the province regarding preparation times. In my district elementary teachers currently get 100 minutes of prep time. This new proposal is useless to me. I'll have to wait 6 years to gain an extra 10 minutes. Delete Reply UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:11 AM Almost nobody gets cost of living adjustments. Also inflation is NOT 2%. Do some research and look at the CPI for BC over the last 24 months. The average over the last 2 years is 0.7%, not 2%. The CPI changes every month so you cant just look at the highest month and declare that THE inflation rate. Check out the 12 month averages document for the actual numbers. http://www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/StatisticsBySubject/Economy/ConsumerPriceIndex.aspx All that being said I support the teachers. if you think this is a bad deal as a parent my dream would be for the teachers to vote no but continue bargaining because I do think the kids need to be in school and I do fear that the teachers will lose all support if the strike continues. All I ask as a parent is that you do your own research and try not to be swayed by all the opinions. ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:01 AM Inflation for August was 2.1% (http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/economy/cpi-report-expected-to-reveal-rise-in-canadas-core-inflation-rate/article20593943/). The CPI is a year-over-year calculation.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:43 AM Inflation should be looked at as a yearly average, not an individual month.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:34 PM The lawyers do not believe we have compromised our court deal. Our leadership would not have sold us out. We dodged a bullet. The Premier had something loaded even if we are not sure what it was. The idea that we could simply return to work is not guaranteed. I think a no vote could easily lead to the Liberals locking us out again because the Premier wants to crush us and she will use any excuse. She did not want to take the advice of her people and do this deal. I am certain a plan for drastic action (where we have to take the concessions they had planned) or worse - was in place. We can't guarantee the press will do any better job explaining the complexities should we say no. They rarely sided with us in markets outside of Vancouver where people are more political and they often misled or allowed others to mislead. They are not helping and would sensationalize. This would see dissolution of support very quickly - especially if we asked for wages. (Though admittedly it angers me that we can't ask for wages without being accused of being greedy when that is what most bargaining units do). But we have argued this is about kids and while this is not ideal - it is better to have teachers than not. The deal does suck in that it does not bring us to par - but this fight needs to be won with a strategy that is political and capacity will do that in another round. We have some support - but it is limited to the choir. We need to have the pews too. We need to build that capacity while working and continue to find allies because the fight is bigger than most people want to consider. This is about ideology and about privatization. Education always was political but never more so than now and we have to fight this party or the conservatives who would do the same or worse. No teacher who is responsible can ignore the politics any longer. That is simply the truth. If you work in the system you better get informed and you better be prepared to fight until retirement for the system. That said, I want to ask the same question others are asking: Why is this the job of 42,000 teachers and not the job of all citizens who want equality to fight for this right? It is time (while the conversation is still on-going and up to and including election night) for us to guide the public where we can but mainly play our part by not propping the system up. Make poverty known. Make noise about shortfalls, ask questions (in the media or in board offices ) about who is going to fix it instead of paying ourselves, volunteer some but wait for the pubic to step up so they see what schools lack. I hate the deal too. But I trust Vince Ready and Iker and I don't think we could have done better right now. I think we dodged a bullet because I have read everything this government has put out and followed the trail. They plan to privatize and they are just looking for the route. Voting YES for now does not mean we are giving up. It does not mean a win in the way we wanted but we have won a battle that will lead to us winning the war. If we don't rest up and stock up we might not get there.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:57 PM Well, if it is bigger than just this battle, then we will need ALL the unions to strike if they do indeed use drastic (draconian) measures. I say it is time for ALL of the unions to call a general strike. I guarantee that they will not like that one bit. What will they do then? Call the army? :) People in Europe, at the end of the 19th century stood up in mines. General strikes do occur in Europe and have. If you think you had it tough, think of them who stood tall for US in tougher times and conditions. Make sacrifices. Sell furniture. Tutor on the side. Ask for the BCTF money. Ask your banker to help. As friends and relatives. If we say NO, it won't last long. If they legislate us back, let's call a general province-wide strike of all unions. Delete Reply Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:47 AM Between CC's smug smile as she celebrates slaughtered teachers and Jim Iker's goofy grin - seemingly unaware that he has been a willing puppet, I am thoroughly disgusted. Over the next 5 years, teachers will be in an increasingly bad situation financially, classrooms will continue to be too large and complex with increasing medical, social and environmental issues impacting academic delivery. It could not be less obvious that things will continue to worsen. The Liberals have ensured that BC is rapidly becoming the Canadian Monaco for rich off shore interests and wealthy corporations. Soon the underpaid "workers" will have to be bussed in daily to Vancouver - Asian style. The only recourse is to move to just about any other province and bring in up to $100,000 more over the six years with much less cost of living. So we are bailing, encouraged by friends who have gotten positions in Manitoba and Alberta. My colleagues and I discovered through contacting several school boards across Canada that specialist (special needs and behavioural) and secondary science teachers are in particular demand. I want to work in a professional, respectful environment where the needs of all children are considered a priority and where I feel inspired to do my best. However, I want my vote to reflect the wishes of teachers who will be here over the next 6 (5) years, so very much appreciate your blog and opportunity to read the comments.ReplyDelete Bert SlaterSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:11 AM To vote YES will throw away 12 years of effort, and 2 victories in BC Supreme Court. To vote YES will be to snatch defeat from the jaws of victory. If you vote YES what bargaining power do you think you will have - the government will do nothing, and then what do you think you will do - take job action? PLEASE VOTE NO.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:59 PM Time to show you have a spine!Delete Reply RodSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:06 AM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Cool HandSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 AM Wouldn't a 'No' vote be a vote of no confidence in the BCTF itself?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:02 AM Not at all. It is just a message to the leadership we need to do better. The strength of the union is the members, and we support the leadership by giving them direction through democratic means.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:40 PM I disagree. How else can a recommendation by the EC to vote yes be interpreted? Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:00 PM I am sure people will interpret this both ways, but it is a vote. If it is supposed to be a "Yes", because it might be interpreted one way, then why bother having a vote?Delete Kate TSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:07 AM Yes , it would be. I don't think we could come out much better than this with this government. How will a No obtain that? Christy will be happy, she can declare the BCTF gone and roll out her plan to privatize. Delete Reply David DeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:06 AM A no vote would be a rejection of a the court victories defied by the government and an inadequate deal containing some vague promises that won't meet the needs of teachers or students on class size and other important issues.In Ontario elementary teachers get 200 minutes of prep time per 5 day cycle. I know there is financial hardship, but the union has received close to $2 million in donations from other unions; is there no way of accessing hardship funds? At minimum, vote no and return to work on work to rule with various strike options.ReplyDelete Erica JonesSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:25 AM This article actually makes me so mad. It is NOT better for the kids that they have missed almost all of june and all of september. This is what you signed up for in BC as a teacher. Get on board or GET OUT.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:20 PM Is this really what teachers signed up for? At my high school, each class has about 30 kids, with an average of 17 kids per classroom with an identified learning disability. Our district says that there should be no more than 4 kids per classroom.. How do you expect non-specialist teachers to help each student when over half of them require more resources because of a learning disability? Furthermore, are you generalizing the "better-ness" to all the kids in BC? Because I don't think that it would be better if kids went back considering the learning environment isn't up to par. There are barely any Education Assistants, and support teachers for the multitude of children who need them. While I recognize and appreciate your enthusiasm for education, please realize that the public school system isn't a daycare. Also, please think about your words and the learning environment prior to speaking out. By the way, we're not an autocracy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:08 PM I can understand your frustration! Understand mine! I almost died at 7:30 pm one night returning from teaching a FI split class with several students who did not get enough support or no support at all. The principal expressed to me that he expected me to teach 2 different social studies programs and 2 different science programs. ANYONE I talked to knows that this is impossible to do, especially in French Immersion when kids get no support at home and books are often too hard for students to read. I had to quit my job. I did it for me and did it for the kids. I was like a surgeon who is asked to operate on 5 patients with an old scalpel with 2 inexperienced nurses. Predictably, 4 patients would die and I would be reprimanded! Teachers are put in terrible conditions and kids too. I hope you have the openmind to consider the reality of this honest personal anecdote. I also wish you to understand that this is likely not an isolated incident. What will it take? A kid to commit suicide because he or she is not getitng enough support?Delete Reply hilarySeptember 17, 2014 at 10:29 AM It is incorrect to equate lost funding with what the teachers would have received in grievances. The two are not equivalent. The starting position of the BCTF was $225M, so they never expected $3B to resolve grievances. I'm also interested to know where you get your figures on overcrowded classrooms. A recent Globe and Mail article says that classrooms are, on average, smaller than the caps set in 2002.ReplyDelete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:36 AM The signing bonus should be roughly $2500 each: 105 million divided by 41 thousand.ReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:53 AM It is not that simple. The $105 million is to be allocated by the union. The term "signing bonus" has been crossed off on the signed document. Some of that money may be used to pay union debts. Don't know this but clarification would be useful.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:16 PM Just quoting from the CBC news website, "And finally there are details of $105-million fund to settle grievances stemming from the ongoing court case. The BCTF says that money will be given out as a signing bonus, with specific amount yet to be determined."Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:34 AM I think it would be smart to put at least part of it into your strike fund.Delete Reply WheelsSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:55 AM If the money is used as a signing bonus, it should be based on FTEReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:12 PM Yes I am sure it will be based on FTE. The question is how much of the $105 Million is actually distributed. This is up to the union, and I am told that it is yet to be decided.Delete GuruSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:44 PM And don't forget all the retired teachers who are entitled to a share of it.Delete Reply Geoff OrmeSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:18 PM In another discussion of this someone suggested that under BC Labour Law a no vote means rejection of the proposed deal, and that means the strike continues until either: - the union in question elects to stand down - another tentative deal is presented or - the government imposes a legislated contract. I think the last of these is the most likely, and I believe the legislated contract would be draconian and brutal. What do you think, Tara? Also, I would appreciate your thoughts on Sandy Garossino's comments at https://storify.com/Garossino/should-teachers-accept-the-contractReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:14 PM If this is so, in a few month (likely a couple of years), teachers will win so much more with a Supreme Court judgment! It is possible that the Liberals know that the higher courts are stacked by Liberal judges (that is what happen when judges are chosen, not elected). In any case, a negative settlement (or not a great judgment) will galvinize the public to reform the way the Supreme court judges are being chosen. I doubt that any govn't will want that to happen. A legislated contract will make the LIbs look like sociopaths and dictators.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:47 PM Peter I think you are expecting far too much from the public, many of whom are only paying attention to this matter due to kids being home from school. The public are not remotely this savvy on the political process.Delete Reply IslanderSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:09 PM I am a continuing education teacher. We have it even worse and we are not listened to enough about our poor conditions. Those include no prep time (and we do have to mark and do report cards many times a year sometimes and commonly for 30 students in a class), travelling to different schools with no compensation, and having next to no breaks in between 3 hour classes. I worked for two years with no lunch break and taught 6 hours straight (just 15 min. breaks) to be told, "don't complain since there are others who will do it". We then got 15 min. breaks in between classes. Most of our students are wealthy immigrants, many who try to stay in classes as long as possible since the classes are free. After spending a year in Germany, I realize how better organized it is where the immigrants pay to learn the language on a sliding scale, and have to pay for a student book as well for each class. We do not even have text books, but photocopy so much at tax payers' expense. This is not right. I then teach summer school since we were not on a 12 month continual salary and most of those students are also immigrants (at least 75%). This is also free and it is becoming so common and the new immigrants know this is free babysitting and tutoring. I think one main problem is that we have so many new immigrants in our classes who need ESL like this article states about our inclusion style of education nowadays: http://www.vancouversun.com/life/Shelley+Fralic+trouble+with+schools/10203596/story.html I am honored to be teaching and like my job, but it does get exhausting especially since I need two or three jobs to pay the mortgage that I now no longer have.. back to renting since it all I can afford in this city that has become so expensive. And many don't realize that it is very very difficult to get to full time work as a teacher here. There was a formula that made it take about 10 years to get to f/t (now finally changed). I have been without pay for 3 months, and now had to finally rent a place in anticipation of returning to work, so I have to vote "yes", but please keep the comments coming for what alternatives we have. Maybe we have to just educate the public in a better way than picketing; maybe get out and walk around malls and talk to people and hand out pamphlets on how this liberal government is hurting this. Most Asians (probably just the new who are from such a different system) are already against the teachers since they do not seem to understand what is going on. http://www.vancouversun.com/Business/asia-pacific/Chuck+Chiang+Many+Asian+families+place+blame/10202757/story.htmlReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:17 PM First of all, myn thoughts are with you! I think your ideas about using different strategies is smart. Picketing is not a very good strategy to let people know about things. I think using the membership to flood media comment sections would be more effective. Going to talk to the public might be a good idea along with this, I think. Phone the BCTF and ask for support.Delete Reply Marsha HolleySeptember 17, 2014 at 1:36 PM A teachers wife Vote no you have come to far to back down. It is a -----Y DEAL. ReplyDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:45 PM Ask yourself WHY teachers cannot get 1/2 of the average increase in salary of the private sector? (The Libs will tell you because there are sooooooo many teachers, but I also hear that there are provinces where there is a need for teachers!) TORONTO - A new study says that Canadians, on average, can expect about the same size salary increase next year as in 2014. Human resources consultants Pal Benefits says a survey of 401 organizations, mainly in Ontario, Alberta and British Columbia, projected salary increase for 2015 at an average of 2.79 per cent. That was almost unchanged from the 2.74 per cent average increase projected in last year's survey. Meanwhile, in addition to the average salary increase remaining relatively steady year over year, the survey found that the percentage of employers who plan to freeze salaries appears to have stabilized at eight per cent —in the same percentages as was projected in 2014. Breaking down the numbers further, the survey found the average salary increase anticipated in the engineering, financial services and high technology sectors was three per cent. That compared with an average of 2.5 per cent on the low end for organizations in durable manufacturing. https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.htmlReplyDelete "Mama Rose"September 17, 2014 at 9:12 PM I used to agree with you, Tara, and appreciate you bringing these items to your blog to get us all thinking. But after a very long night and day of research and discussion, I realize I will be voting yes tomorrow. Here is why: I don't care about salary or benefit increases. That is not why I went on strike. I don't care if this tentative deal is not good for teachers. That's not why I went on strike either. For me, the single most important issue is class size and composition. I want to work in a classroom where I have enough time and resources available to me to adequately help all the students I teach. And while it is true that this tentative deal will not change anything in the classrooms right now (or at least most of our classrooms), I realized that we couldn't actually make changes in that area because the issues of cs and c is before the courts. When I made that connection and realized that this round of bargaining was really about a "good enough" agreement regarding wages, then the deal seems, well... good enough. BUT, the best part, is the language the BCTF legal team made around the furture court decision (the re-opener). They have it in writing that if we win the court case (which is likely) and when we have to start bargaining class size and comp again (that is exactly what Justice Susan Griffin said we would have to do) we will be STARTING from the 2002 levels. To make this simple to understand, I explained it to my friends using a number line. With this new language, the BCTF starts the next round of bargaining at say a 50. The government will want us to go to 10 or 15, and we'll compromise and end up maybe 25. But WITHOUT that language, we would have started bargaining at a 10 and only gone down from there. So I do believe it is the best deal possible, it still factors in the biggest issue (from my perspective), we do not lose the important gains of the past, and most importantly, everyone gets to go back to school.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 PM Mam Rose, I appreciate your point of view and your courage. However, let me point out to you and the readers that a decision at the BC supreme court might not turn out the way teachers anticipate. We all know that judges are appointed and who does the appointing? "All justices of the BCSC (including the position of Chief Justice and Associate Chief Justice) are appointed by the federal cabinet, on recommendation of the Minister of Justice. Masters are appointed by the provincial cabinet, on recommendation of the Attorney General in consultation with the Chief Justice." (Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Supreme_Court_of_British_Columbia) Now, I would like to think that all of those people are objective, but they are appointed and we know that there are political appointments. They have a lot of discretion over the laws and judgments. I am willing to bet that the BC Liberals do know this and are betitng the farm (or do they know something we don't know) that the Supreme Courts are stacked against teachers? So, I am not sure if we can count on a WIN if we proceed with the court ruling. I think we would be better to negotiate and negotiate a better deal.Delete Reply retaSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:57 AM Yes...no...yes...no...The last two days have been this. I’ve read so many articles and comments over the past few months and, I can say, I have learned a lot. I know this is not a great deal for teachers right now. I will be voting yes. This is why… 1. The children. Without going into the multiple issues (e.g., grad, post secondary, trades, sports, global education/trips, planned activities, those with varying degrees of special needs, those that need a soft place to land, etc., etc.) the children need to get on with their education. 2. The parents. For many parents, this strike is a financial burden. We do not like to be called baby sitters, but for many living below the poverty line, school is a financial relief. Winter is coming; gas bills will be expensive. 3. Poverty. Remember, BC has the highest child poverty rate in Canada. Schools feed and clothe numerous children. 4. The other systems educators work collaboratively with. MFCD, CYMH, foster parents, group homes, and the multitude of non-profit agencies that support vulnerable children and families are bursting at the seams. We are a part of that team. 5. CUPE. While some have been paid during this strike, that money is coming from districts. It was not provided by the government. And, CUPE is a partner in education - from the bus drivers to the tech dept to custodians to secretaries to EAs and so on. 6. Small Businesses. In our little towns, the school district is the number one employer. There is a direct cause-effect relationship between loss of wage and loss of business. 7. Money. The amount of money that is needed to reverse the erosion of the public education system over numerous years cannot be recouped in one sitting. This agreement is a start. It’s not much but the stage has been set. 8. THE COURT CASE. That is why we were on strike. All the other stuff could have been resolved months ago, but our government was working hard to make the court case go away. Well, it still exists. I consider that the victory. We live to fight another day (as rhetorical as that sounds) AND I hope people actually read the ruling and think critically about how a loss could impact the future of the Charter of Rights, and the power of government to contravene those rights. I am guessing we will vote to ratify as so many fear “what’s next?” from this government. It’s nasty business, and I think legislation would be next. VALUING PUBLIC EDUCATION needs to come from a STRONG, CONSISTENT public voice. If we do ratify the agreement, and those in the profession and public think we've given up, we have not. We’ve been fighting for years. We just haven’t been heard… until now. ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:21 AM I understand your point of view, but sometimes you have to fight to get what you want. This is a VERY bad deal, considering: Other people get on average 2.5% salary increases last year and this year and the next and the rest of us get 1% and must feel happy if we do.? (https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html) THIS DEAL is a horrendously BAD deal for kids/parents as well, of course. We are going to continue to be humiliated and be the laughing stock of many people of this province. After a decade of paycuts, WOW, this is what they are willing to offer! WOW! WOW! WOW!Delete Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:30 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Reply Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:37 PM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:08 PM Let's cross our fingers! I think we need a general strike by all unions if CC legislates teachers back. It is time to put the foot down and tell her and the Liberals that, as in the movie Network,"I am mad as hell and I won't take it anymore!"Delete Reply Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 8:26 PM Needs help on some stats for an online debate Looking for the last 10 or 15 years of contractual salary increases in %. So, 1% for 2001, 0% for 2002,...ReplyDelete Children FirstSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:00 PM Well it's all done now. Really hope the teacher's can find another angle to deal with class size and composition as well as student funding. The government will make sure the coming court case never swings your way no matter what. 2nd most expensive place to live in the the world!!! Wonder why and where the money goes??? ReplyDelete AnonSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 PM I'm an outsider, but have followed closely this whole fiasco and this is a RAW deal. Your union hung you out to dry on this one - taking a really bad deal (clearly no one from the BCTF had rudimentary math skills in their toolbox) and then publicly encouraging to the media that teachers accept the deal....what choice did you have - a no vote would have outraged the public. I could go on and on, but the bottom line, in my opinion, is that your union better get some stronger leaders who are PR and technology savvy. Out with Iker and the rest of those who bargained on your behalf - they just got ......well , we know that happened. Whew, can't even believe how screwed you got, absolutely amazing - nothing meaningful gained in the big picture and only very minor gains for a small group of people, bigger losses for the majority.. Wow - I better stop now. Best of luck. Thanks for all you do for our children. ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ▼  September (9) Reflections on the BC Teacher Strike BC Teacher strike - Lessons learned Response to Sandy Garossino Will the Education Fund improve classroom conditio... Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Class composition: a human rights perspective Class size and composition - a short visual histor... Guest post - I WILL HOLD THE LINE Teachers - let your leadership know it is time to ... ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=30167,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2013 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 25, Number 7, May/June 2013   Looking back  By Chris Bocking   70 years ago Every indication is that the shortage of teachers will be more acute than ever next September. Even now school boards are advertising in anticipation of vacancies next term. Now, according to newspaper reports, preparations are being made to call to active military service before mid-summer married men in the 26-30 age group. As a patriotic duty many teachers are intending to continue in their positions as long as their services are not directly called upon by the Government. – May-June, 1943, The BC Teacher  50 years ago Hurled perennially at working mothers are a number of charges that need to be revised in the light of scientific fact and others to be assessed with more thought. Such charges lightly bandied about are: Children of working mothers suffer emotionally, socially, and economically. Much delinquency is the result of mothers working outside the home. Working mothers desire only the pay cheque and are not really interested in the work involved. Working mothers are not professional in their outlook. In view of the increasing number of women who are making teaching a lifetime career irrespective of their marital status and family ties, it is imperative that all women teachers become interested in the formulation of a BCTF maternity leave policy which is fair and just to the teacher and pupils, and which is based on liberal, unprejudiced, progressive, and enlightened thought. – May-June, 1963, The BC Teacher  30 years ago Public education has been in the news for the last several months. More precisely, the funding of public education has been in the news. This is not surprising, of course, since we are in a very severe recession—depression, if you wish—and money has become a central concern. The media are full of stories about how bad the economy is. The conditions are ripe for demagoguery and unscrupulous appeals to baser human emotions. When people are hurting, when they are frightened or when they feel helpless, they can become selfish and mean. The disorientation that comes fro chaos in the economy creates a demand for action. This demand that somebody do something provides an opening for change. Those in power can use this opening to make the system better or to make it worse. – March-April, 1983, The BC Teacher  10 years ago As Teacher magazine goes to press, Education Minister Christy Clark is on her feet in the Legislative Assembly cheerfully tabling her latest attack on teachers. With Bill 51, the Teaching Profession Amendment Act, she is attempting to eliminate teachers’ ability to govern our own profession. The College of Teachers will no longer be a democratic self-regulating body. Instead, it will become a political instrument of the education minister herself. This legislation is a transparent attempt to neutralize teachers, who after all are Clark’s most cogent critics, and to divert attention from the disastrous impact Liberal policies are having throughout the province. With almost 100 schools closed, almost 3,000 fewer teachers, and almost $300 million in funding shortfalls, the Liberals are desperate for a diversionary tactic. - May/June, 2003, Teacher newsmagazine  Chris Bocking, Keating Elementary School, Saanich   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media jthornthwaite last tweet "Please join me in recognizing the vital work foster families do for B.C. kids http://t.co/bdYy1yh9Jc #FosterFamilyMonth #northvan #bcpoli" @jthornthwaite - 10:56pm Follow @jthornthwaite BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11132&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2002 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 14, Number 5, March 2002 Day of protest – January 28, 2002: 7,500 Rally in Victoria by Debra Swain I realized as I approached Centennial Square, in the heart of Victoria, that it was going to be a special day. By 11:30 a.m. a crowd had already gathered. BCTF staff were busy setting up tables for sign making and leaflet distribution. The sound system was ready to go. The square was abuzz. The sun shone on us the entire day. It reflected the mood of many of the teachers at the rally. We would not let the events of the weekend dampen our spirits. As the square continued to fill with teachers, I realized this was a first for me. I have heard about the teachers’ rally for pensions in the 1970s and the Solidarity rally in 1983. I was excited to be a part of this rally. I met many teachers, both young and not so young, who expressed the same emotion. It was important to feel the company of so many other teachers after listening to the news out of the legislature over the weekend. It was important to make our voices heard in opposition to the government’s actions. The rally gave us all an opportunity to speak out against the legislation that was pushed through in an unprecedented fashion over the weekend, legislation that will seriously affect our ability to provide quality, equitable education for the students of British Columbia, legislation that stripped the ratios for learning assistance teachers, counsellors, ESL teachers, and teacher-librarians. When I tried to think about a school that does not include those teachers, I could not imagine how it would function. Many of the signs carried by teachers reflected these thoughts. The slogan We didn’t vote for that! was on many signs. I spoke with many of our beginning teachers. They are facing careers with large classes and diminished support for students in those classes. Many of them have large student loans to repay. They will receive 7.5% over the next three years. They will have to teach for 12 years before they reach the top of the salary grid. Added to that is the general disrespect for teachers that the government showed in legislating a teachers’ contract. I only hope the new teachers stay in the profession to work for better times. TOCs fared even worse. They face three years with no salary increase. For our colleagues who earn the least, that is a blow. They face the same large classes and lack of support for students as the rest of us. They will also be facing life at or below the poverty line. Excluding TOCs from the meager salary increase other teachers received is cruel. Meeting and talking with teachers of all ages made the time speed by. At 1:00 p.m., the speeches started. People spoke eloquently about the need to remain united in the face of adversity, the need to work together to oppose the government’s decision to legislate a settlement, the need to protest the blatant disregard for the collective-bargaining process. We left Centennial Square for a march down Government Street to the Legislature. The crowd was huge. Leading the march was a group carrying a coffin, and Karen Harris, GVTA president, pushing a funeral wreath. A number of teachers were dressed in black, mourning the loss of so many important aspects of our teaching life. A skeleton on stilts, dressed in a black tuxedo, walked with the funeral procession. From my spot at the rear, I could not see the marchers at the front. The crowd filled the street for as far as I could see. I noticed the faces of the people we passed. They seemed to be supporting us with smiles and waves. I started to feel more optimistic about the support we have from the public. As we approached the Legislature, I was amazed. I have been at many rallies here, but none as large as this one. BCTF flags were waving throughout the crowd. The steps of the Legislature were full, the front drive was full, and the crowd filled the sidewalk and lawns. Once again, I felt proud to be a part of this group of teachers making their statement together. Jinny Sims was the MC for the speeches. As the temperature dropped, the spirits of the crowd were kept warm by the messages the speakers gave. We heard anger directed at the government and its actions in legislating a settlement. We heard outrage at the removal of elements from the collective agreements that teachers had fought for over the years. And over and over, we heard the message that we are not alone. This government is not just targeting teachers; it is targeting many other workers. As Brian Bradley, a TOC from Victoria reminded us, this is not just a day of protest; it is the first day of protest. At the end of the speeches, teachers left with a clear direction. We need to continue to oppose this government and its actions that limit the ability of teachers and others to negotiate fair collective agreements. We need to work to change the legislation that has stripped our collective agreements of clauses we fought so hard to have included. We need to lobby parents, grandparents, politicians, trustees, school district administrators, and others to work with us to change the legislation. And we must not give up. I ended the day feeling grateful for all the teachers who had given up a day’s pay, who had put their careers on the line to protect public education. The solidarity they showed was important particularly as we had heard Gordon Campbell say that only the union leadership was upset with the legislation. We showed him he was wrong. Debra Swain is a teacher at Burnside Community School and a member of the Teacher Newsmagazine Advisory Board.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11052,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2002 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 14, Number 6, April 2002 Cuts threaten jobs, services, and public education by Lisa Noll As a second-year English and ESL teacher at Langley Secondary School, I am concerned that my job is at risk, I worry that my students may no longer receive the services they deserve, and I fear for the future of public education in our province. On a personal level, I am afraid that I may be about to lose everything I have worked so hard to achieve. A-year-and-a-half ago, when I was first hired at LSS, I was thrilled to have established a position for myself in a profession that I love and feel passionate about. I envisioned myself teaching at that school for many years to come. Suddenly, however, my sense of security has been shaken. At the age of 24, when I should be feeling excited and optimistic about my future in this profession, I feel discouraged and disillusioned. As devastating as it would be to lose my job, other options are open to me. I could teach abroad or return to university or enter a new career. I have a greater concern for the students I teach and care so much about. They will be the ones left in an education system that does not meet their needs. Insufficient funding from the province will inevitably lead to program cuts and increases in class size. That will mean fewer teachers. As a result, not only will students receive less individual help and attention, but also they will suffer the loss of young teachers like me—some good, bright, enthusiastic, and innovative, many of whom will never return to the teaching profession once let go. Senior teachers who remain in the system will likely be forced to adopt different teaching methods to offset their increased workload. If English classes become much larger than they are now, engaging students in the kinds of stimulating and interactive activities that I do today will be unmanageable. Instead, I will have to assign students more "seatwork." Straightforward comprehension questions that are simple and fast to mark will replace extended essays and creative projects I currently assign and spend endless hours evaluating. The changes in teaching style will not be the result of less interest or effort on my part but rather necessity for survival. With increases in class size and reductions in TA support, the teacher’s role will also change outside the classroom. Ironically, teachers will likely be less involved in extracurricular activities in years to come than they have been in years past, not because they do not want to volunteer their time or because they are trying to make a statement, but because they simply will not have the energy to chaperone dances, sponsor clubs, and coach teams. It will become increasingly difficult for full-time academic teachers like me to have the time to devote to "fun" activities that take place outside school hours. While I am concerned about my own job security and about the impact of Bill 27 and 28 on my students, what worries me most is the long-term negative effect that the imposed legislation and subsequent funding cuts will have on the quality of our education system in general. Initially, I was sparked into putting these thoughts on paper and expressing them at a local PAC meeting after watching a news broadcast announcing the projected 25.5-million-dollar budget shortfall in the Vancouver School District. I listened to the report with tears in my eyes, overcome by bleakness and despair. While the financial situation of the Vancouver district may be an extreme case, it represents the harsh reality that school boards throughout the province will face in coming years. In Langley, for example, next year’s budget shortfall is an estimated 7.1 million dollars. Regardless of the exact figures, all districts will likely have to lay off a significant number of teachers and support staff and cut important programs in order to cope. Moreover, the situation will worsen the year after next, when the province no longer funds our 2.5% salary increase. I am beginning to wonder if this government will soon consider shutting schools to cut costs further, as they have recently done with some courthouses and hospitals throughout the province. If we do not take a firm stand against these losses, we are paving the way to a ghettoized public education system. Public schools will ultimately become ghetto schools for the poor like those in many areas of the United States, and only the wealthy will be able to send their children to private schools where they will receive a proper education. This is an extremely disturbing thought and something that none of us, as socially responsible citizens, should tolerate. As educators, parents, and citizens of this province, we must ensure the future of our public education system. By simply going on as usual, as though nothing has changed, we are sending a message that we accept this deterioration in public education. It is in everyone’s best interest to ensure that all youth in British Columbia, regardless of class, receive a good education. As taxpayers, we must make it clearly known that we will tolerate nothing less. I know that it is difficult for some parents and members of the community to understand why some teachers are continuing to withdraw their extra-curricular volunteer services. Personally, however, I have difficulty understanding how many of my teaching colleagues can so easily go back to "business as usual." For me, the decision is a very simple one. I will continue to put 110% effort into my teaching and into helping my students succeed. I will still arrive at the school every morning at 7:15 a.m. and stay long after the last bell to plan interesting units and work with individual kids on their assignments. I will still foster positive relationships with my students by taking the time to ask them about their weekend and by laughing and joking with them when the occasion arises. I will still teach every class with a smile on my face although I feel sadness in my heart. But I will no longer sponsor the dance squad, as I used to, and I refuse to chaperone dances. Those extra-curricular activities are things that I truly enjoyed doing, and it is much harder for me not to do them than it would be to revert to the way things were before. This is, however, the only form of protest I have left. As long as my job, my students’ learning environment, and the future of public education in our province are at risk, I refuse to send the message that I accept what is happening in B.C. schools. If nothing is done now, it will be too late. It will be too late for teachers like me, who could very likely lose their jobs. Lisa Noll teaches at Langley Secondary School, Langley. In 2000, Noll was awarded the Dr. Maxwell A. Cameron Memorial Medal and prize by UBC and the BCTF for being the top graduating student in the Faculty of Education (secondary). Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8814,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, Number 4, March 2004 Class-size arbitration result With the government’s January 2002 imposition of a contract on teachers and school boards, class-size and class-composition provisions were stripped from the collective agreement. At the same time, the legislation enshrined in Section 76.1 of the School Act district averages for class sizes in Grades K–12 and absolute maximums for primary classes (K: 22 , Grades 1–3: 24). BCTF filed a provincial grievance in 2002 to remedy situations where school districts were violating either the absolute maximums or the district averages. The British Columbia Public School Employers’ Association, acting on behalf of school boards, raised a preliminary objection to the grievance, insisting that the matter was not arbitrable. The basis for the objection was that all grievances must arise from matters that form part of the collective agreement. Because class-size provisions are now found only in the School Act, the BCTF can no longer have recourse to the grievance arbitration procedure to address violations. Arbitrator Don Munroe heard argument on the preliminary objection in December 2003. On January 13, 2004, he issued his award, which found in favour of the employer, held that BCTF’s grievance is not arbitrable, and dismissed it. In his reasoning, Munroe said that he would have jurisdiction to decide on the merits of the BCTF grievance only if he could find that the provisions of the School Act governing class size were incorporated either expressly or inferentially into the collective agreement. When he considered the intent of the January 2002 legislation, he found that he could not. "In sum, the Legislative Assembly caused class size provisions to be stripped from existing teachers’ collective agreements and directed that such provisions not again be included in teachers’ collective agreements." (p.18) Munroe characterized this legislative initiative as a "substantial intrusion by the Legislative Assembly in free collective bargaining in the public education sector." For teachers and students, the intrusion was not merely "substantial"; it was unwarranted, unwelcome, and unhelpful. While Munroe acknowledges that school boards and their employees are equally bound by the statutory class-size maximums, his award means that teachers will not have access to the grievance procedure to address violations of those maximums unless the decision is overturned. The BCTF is considering an appeal of the decision to either the Labour Board or the Court of Appeal. Beyond that, there are other avenues of redress that must be carefully assessed. They include civil suits by individual teachers or parents against school boards for breaches of the class-size maximums, support for teachers who may risk discipline for refusing to teach oversize classes, and/or applications to the B.C. Supreme Court to compel the ministry to enforce the statute. Notwithstanding the decision of the arbitrator, the voices of the BCTF, local associations, and individual teachers will continue to be raised to ensure that class-size and class-composition issues remain in the forefront of the public debate. – Brian Porter Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141007,www.reddit.com,http://www.reddit.com/help/useragreement,reddit.com: user agreement jump to content my subreddits announcementsArtAskRedditaskscienceawwblogbookscreepydataisbeautifulDIYDocumentariesEarthPornexplainlikeimfiveFitnessfoodfunnyFuturologygadgetsgamingGetMotivatedgifshistoryIAmAInternetIsBeautifulJokesLifeProTipslistentothismildlyinterestingmoviesMusicnewsnosleepnottheonionOldSchoolCoolpersonalfinancephilosophyphotoshopbattlespicsscienceShowerthoughtsspacesportstelevisiontifutodayilearnedTwoXChromosomesUpliftingNewsvideosworldnewsWritingPromptsedit subscriptions front -all -random |  history -space -gaming -listentothis -GetMotivated -personalfinance -television -news -EarthPorn -TwoXChromosomes -UpliftingNews -Music -pics -Art -IAmA -books -AskReddit -creepy -videos -funny -nosleep -DIY -mildlyinteresting -askscience -Futurology -todayilearned -sports -movies -WritingPrompts -science -nottheonion -Fitness -aww -Jokes -explainlikeimfive -photoshopbattles -LifeProTips -gifs -Documentaries -food -InternetIsBeautiful -worldnews -philosophy -gadgets -dataisbeautiful -OldSchoolCool -Showerthoughts -tifumore » reddit.com user agreement privacy policy user agreement want to join? login or register in seconds| English reddit user agreement Last Revised Apr 29, 2014. Effective May 15, 2014 first, the legal stuff your access to reddit reddit is for your personal, lawful use reddit is for fun reddit isn’t intended as a marketplace your reddit account reddit gold payment information content reddit content your content we don’t endorse user content links and reddit reddit rules your participation on reddit reddiquette & subreddit rules moderators don’t spam the reddit community respect users that edit their content don’t mess with reddit other ways of accessing reddit children and reddit DMCA copyright, the dmca, & takedowns a few more legalities indemnity disclaimer of warranties limitation of liability governing law severability and enforcement changes to this user agreement revisions may 15, 2014 dec 11, 2013 apr 10, 2012 reddit user agreement Last Revised Apr 29, 2014. Effective May 15, 2014 reddit powers thousands of distinct online communities. these terms and your conduct make that possible. 1 Hello redditors and people of the Internet! We want you to know your rights and our rights and so we have prepared this agreement ("user agreement" or "agreement") between reddit ("we", "our," "us") and you. This agreement sets the terms of your use of the reddit website and services ("reddit") that include subreddits, messaging, reddit mobile, and reddit.tv. This agreement is meant to encourage a fair and tolerant place for ideas, people, links, and discussion. 2 We also operate redditgifts, which has its own terms that you should read here. first, the legal stuff 3 This agreement is a legal contract between you and us. You acknowledge that you have read, understood, and agree to be bound by the terms of this agreement. If you do not agree to this agreement, you should not use reddit. Please take a look at reddit’s privacy policy too—it explains how we collect and use your information. your access to reddit 4 Without advance notice and at any time, we may, for violations of this agreement or for any other reason we choose: (1) suspend your access to reddit, (2) suspend or terminate Your Account or reddit gold membership, and/or (3) remove any of your User Content from reddit. 5 We reserve the right to monitor reddit, and your use of the Service means you agree to such monitoring. At the same time, we do not guarantee we will monitor at all. reddit is for your personal, lawful use 6 reddit is designed and supported for personal use only. You may not use reddit to break the law, violate an individual's privacy, or infringe any person or entity’s intellectual property or any other proprietary rights. reddit is for fun 7 reddit is intended to be a place for your entertainment. We are not responsible for any decisions you make based on something you read on reddit. reddit isn’t intended as a marketplace 8 reddit is not intended to be a marketplace for any goods or services. For this reason, any transactions you undertake are your responsibility alone, so be careful. 9 You may not use reddit to conduct transactions for any illegal goods or services. your reddit account 10 To participate on reddit, you must create an account that includes a username and password ("Your Account") and, if you want to be able to reset your password or have us contact you, an email address as well. Of course, you can also browse reddit without logging in. 11 You are solely responsible for the information associated with Your Account and anything that happens related to Your Account. 12 You may not license, transfer, sell, or assign Your Account without our written approval. reddit gold 13 You may also join our premium membership program, reddit gold, by paying a monthly or annual fee, or if someone gifts you a membership. This user agreement applies to reddit gold members. reddit gold does not confer any benefits other than those listed here, it is not currency, it is a membership-based service, and its features are subject to change in the future. payment information 14 You may also submit your debit or credit card information ("Payment Information") via the website as part of reddit gold or to purchase other products or services via reddit. reddit uses third party service providers to process your payment information. If you submit your Payment Information, you agree to pay all costs that you incur, and you give us permission to charge you when payment is due for an amount that includes any applicable taxes, fees, and charges to reddit or one of our service providers. content reddit content 15 reddit contains graphics, text, photographs, images, video, audio, software, code, website compilation, website "look and feel," and advertisements supplied by us or our licensors, which we call "reddit content." reddit content is protected by intellectual property laws including copyright and other proprietary rights of the United States and foreign countries. 16 We grant you the right to access the reddit content in the manner described in this agreement. You may not otherwise make unauthorized commercial use of, reproduce, prepare derivative works, distribute copies, perform, or publicly display reddit content, except as permitted by the doctrine of fair use or as authorized in writing by us. If you are interested in licensing reddit content, contact us at licensing@reddit.com. your content 17 You retain the rights to your copyrighted content or information that you submit to reddit ("user content") except as described below. 18 By submitting user content to reddit, you grant us a royalty-free, perpetual, irrevocable, non-exclusive, unrestricted, worldwide license to reproduce, prepare derivative works, distribute copies, perform, or publicly display your user content in any medium and for any purpose, including commercial purposes, and to authorize others to do so. 19 You agree that you have the right to submit anything you post, and that your user content does not violate the copyright, trademark, trade secret or any other personal or proprietary right of any other party. 20 Please take a look at reddit’s privacy policy for an explanation of how we may use or share information submitted by you or collected from you. we don’t endorse user content 21 We take no responsibility for, we do not expressly or implicitly endorse, and we do not assume any liability for any user content submitted by you to reddit. links and reddit 22 reddit is a place with many third-party hyperlinks posted by users like you. We are not responsible for the content or actions of any third party websites or services associated with posted links. You agree to take sole legal responsibility for any links you post, and neither this agreement nor our privacy policy applies to any content on other websites related to those links. You should consult the terms and privacy policies of those other websites to understand your rights. reddit rules your participation on reddit 23 These guidelines are intended to keep people safe, protect kids, keep reddit running, and to encourage personal responsibility for what you do on reddit. You must: Keep Everyone Safe: You agree to not intentionally jeopardize the health and safety of others or yourself. Keep Personal Information Off reddit: You agree to not post anyone's sensitive personal information that relates to that person's real world or online identity. Do Not Incite Harm: You agree not to encourage harm against people. Protect Kids: You agree not to post any child pornography or sexually suggestive content involving minors. Take Personal Responsibility: As you use reddit, please remember that your speech may have consequences and could lead to criminal and civil liability. 24 You also agree to follow the rules of reddit. reddiquette & subreddit rules 25 You agree to review and make your best efforts to abide by reddiquette, which is an informal expression of the values of many redditors, as written by redditors themselves. 26 Subreddits may create their own rules and enforce them as they see fit, providing they do not violate the terms of this agreement. 27 You agree that reddit is not responsible for the actions taken or not taken by moderators. moderators 28 Moderating a subreddit is an unofficial, voluntary position. We reserve the right to revoke that position for any user at any time. If you choose to moderate a subreddit, you agree to the following: You may not enter into any form of agreement on behalf of reddit, or the subreddit which you moderate, without our written approval. You may not perform moderation actions in return for any form of compensation or favor from third-parties. When you receive notice that there is content that violates this user agreement on subreddits you moderate, you agree to remove it. don’t spam the reddit community 29 You may not post any graphics, text, photographs, images, video, audio or other material that we deem to be junk or spam. Cluttering reddit with this sort of content reduces the quality of the reddit experience for others. For guidance, see our rules about spam and self-promotion. respect users that edit their content 30 You may not purposefully negate any user's actions to delete or edit their content on reddit. This is intended to respect the privacy of reddit users who delete or edit their content, and is not intended to abridge the fair use or the expressive rights shared by us all. don’t mess with reddit 31 You agree not to interrupt the serving of reddit, introduce malicious code onto reddit, make it difficult for anyone else to use reddit due to your actions, attempt to manipulate votes or reddit’s systems, or assist anyone in misusing reddit in any way. It takes a lot of work to maintain reddit. Be cool. 32 We support the responsible reporting of security vulnerabilities. To report a reddit security issue, please send an email to security@reddit.com or participate in our whitehat wiki. other ways of accessing reddit 33 Use of the reddit API is governed by the API access rules, available here. 34 reddit does not select and takes no responsibility for any content available on reddit.tv. 35 We encourage the creation of other ways to access reddit, including browser extensions and mobile and desktop applications. We take no responsibility for, we do not expressly or implicitly endorse, and we do not assume any liability for any mobile or desktop application not produced by us. 36 If you produce or maintain a browser extension or application, you agree not to purposefully negate any user's actions to delete or edit their content on reddit. children and reddit 37 reddit is not directed at people under the age of 13, and reddit does not knowingly collect any personal information from such people. If you know that a user under the age of 13 is accessing reddit, please contact us here. DMCA copyright, the dmca, & takedowns 38 We will respond to legitimate requests under the Digital Millennium Copyright Act ("DMCA"), and we retain the right to remove user content on reddit that we deem to be infringing the copyright of others. If you become aware of user content on reddit that infringes your copyright rights, you may submit a properly formatted DMCA request (see 17 U.S.C. § 512) to reddit. 39 Misrepresentations of infringement can result in liability for monetary damages. You may want to consult an attorney before taking any action pursuant to the DMCA. Any DMCA request should be sent to this contact information: Copyright Agent reddit, Inc. c/o Wired 520 Third St. San Francisco, CA 94107 copyright@reddit.com  40 Please send our Copyright Agent the following information: The electronic or physical signature of the owner of the copyright or the person authorized to act on the owner's behalf; Identification of the copyrighted work claimed to have been infringed, or a representative list of such works; The URL or Internet location of the materials claimed to be infringing or to be the subject of infringing activity, or information reasonably sufficient to permit us to locate the material; Your name, address, telephone number and email address; A statement by you that you have a good faith belief that the disputed use of the material is not authorized by the copyright owner, its agent or the law; and A statement by you, made under penalty of perjury, that the above information in your notice is accurate and that you are the copyright owner or are authorized to act on the copyright owner's behalf. 41 If you believe User Content was wrongly removed from the reddit site due to a DMCA request, you may request a copy of the DMCA notice and you may file a counter-notification by sending us the following: Your physical or electronic signature; Identification of the material that has been removed or to which access has been disabled and where the material was located online before it was removed or access to it was disabled; A statement by you, under penalty of perjury, that you have a good faith belief that the material was removed or disabled as a result of mistake or misidentification of the material to be removed or disabled; and Your name, address, and telephone number, and a statement that you consent to the jurisdiction of federal district court for the judicial district in which the address is located, or if your address is outside of the United States, for any judicial district in which the service provider may be found, and that you will accept service of process from the person who provided notification under DMCA 512 subsection (c)(1)(c) or an agent of such person. a few more legalities 42 Please read the following very carefully. Each of the following sections applies to the maximum extent permitted by law. Where jurisdictions do not allow disclaimers of implied warranties or the limitation of liability in contracts, the contents of this section may not apply. indemnity 43 All the things you do and all the information you submit or post to reddit remain your responsibility. Indemnity is basically a way of saying that you will not hold us legally liable for any of your user content or actions that infringe the law or the rights of a third party or person in any way. 44 Specifically, you agree to hold reddit, its affiliates, officers, directors, employees, agents, and third party service providers harmless from and defend them against any claims, costs, damages, losses, expenses, and any other liabilities, including attorneys’ fees and costs, arising out of or related to your access to or use of reddit, your violation of this user agreement, and/or your violation of the rights of any third party or person. disclaimer of warranties 45 reddit is provided "as is" and without warranty of any kind. To the maximum extent permitted by law, we and our affiliates and third party service providers disclaim any and all warranties, express or implied, including (but not limited to) implied warranties of merchantability, fitness for a particular purpose, and non-infringement of proprietary rights, or any other warranty, condition, guarantee or representation, whether oral or electronic. You are solely responsible for any damage to your computer or mobile device, loss of use, or loss of your user content. We do not guarantee that reddit will always work properly. limitation of liability 46 We will not be liable for any special, consequential, indirect, incidental, punitive, reliance, or exemplary damages, whether in tort, contract, or any other legal theory, arising out of or in any way connected with this agreement or your use of or attempt to use reddit, including (but not limited to) damages for loss of profits, goodwill, use, or data. This limitation on liability shall not be affected even if we have been advised of the possibility of such damages. Some states do not allow for the exclusion of implied warranties or the limitation or exclusion of liability for incidental or consequential damages, so the above exclusions may not apply to you. You may have other rights that vary from state to state. 47 You agree to release us, our affiliates, and third-party service providers, and each associated director, employee, agents, and officers, from claims, demands and damages (actual and consequential), of every kind and nature, known and unknown, disclosed or undisclosed, arising out of or in any way connected to your use of reddit. governing law 48 We want you to enjoy reddit, so if you have an issue or dispute, you agree to raise it and try to resolve it with us informally. You can contact us with feedback and concerns here or by emailing us at feedback@reddit.com. 49 The headings in this agreement are for convenience and do not control any of its provisions. 50 Any claim or dispute between you and us arising out of or relating to this user agreement, in whole or in part, shall be governed by the laws of the State of California without respect to its conflict of laws provisions. We agree and you agree to submit to the personal jurisdiction and venue of the state and federal court located in San Francisco County, California. severability and enforcement 51 If any provision of this user agreement is held invalid or unenforceable, that provision will be modified to the extent necessary to render it enforceable without losing its intent. If no such modification is possible, that provision will be severed from the rest of this agreement. 52 If we do not enforce any right or provision in this user agreement, that is not to be deemed a waiver of our right to do so in the future. changes to this user agreement 53 This user agreement is the entire agreement between you and us concerning reddit. It supersedes all prior or contemporaneous agreements between you and us. We may modify this user agreement at any time. If we make changes to this agreement that materially affect your rights, we will provide advance notice and keep this edition available as an archive on the reddit website. By continuing to use reddit after a change to this agreement, you agree to those changes. 54 this user agreement is effective as of May 15, 2014. about blog about team source code advertise jobs help wiki FAQ reddiquette rules contact us tools mobile firefox extension chrome extension buttons widget <3 reddit gold store redditgifts reddit AMA app reddit.tv radio reddit Use of this site constitutes acceptance of our User Agreement and Privacy Policy. © 2014 reddit inc. All rights reserved. REDDIT and the ALIEN Logo are registered trademarks of reddit inc. close this window you'll need to login or register to do that create a new account all it takes is a username and password privacy philosophy we limit data collected about you and your use of the platform, your personal information is never for sale, we use and disclose information to prevent people from abusing the platform, but we never disclose it for any other reason unless required by law. for more information, see our privacy policy. username:try anotheravailable! account recovery email:  (optional)we only send email at your request password: verify password: remember me create account is it really that easy? only one way to find out... login already have an account and just want to login? username: password: remember me recover password login close this window interface language English [en]العربية [ar]Беларуская мова [be]български език [bg]Bosanski [bs]català [ca]česky [cs]dansk [da]Deutsch [de]Ελληνικά [el]English (Australia) [en-au]English (Canadian) [en-ca]English (Great Britain) [en-gb]English [en-us]Esperanto [eo]español [es]español [es-ar]eesti keel [et]Euskara [eu]فارسی [fa]suomi [fi]français [fr]Gàidhlig [gd]עברית [he]मानक हिन्दी [hi]hrvatski [hr]Magyar [hu]Հայերեն լեզու [hy]Bahasa Indonesia [id]íslenska [is] (*)italiano (Italy) [it]日本語 [ja]ಕನ್ನಡ [kn_IN]한국어 [ko]Latin [la]1337 [leet]LOL [lol]lietuvių kalba [lt]latviešu valoda [lv]Nederlands [nl]Nynorsk [nn]Norsk [no]Arrrrrrrr! [pir]polski [pl]português [pt] (*)português [pt-pt]português brasileiro [pt_BR]română [ro]русский [ru]slovenčina [sk]slovenščina [sl]српски језик [sr]Srpski [sr-la]Svenska [sv]தமிழ் [ta]ภาษาไทย [th]Türkçe [tr]українська мова [uk]Tiếng Việt [vi]中文 [zh] (*) incomplete volunteer to translate π Rendered by PID 11646 on app-288 at 2014-10-07 21:52:09.028766+00:00 running ba6f5e0 country code: US.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications.aspx?id=21746&printPage=true,BCTF > PEA Newsletter #2, November 17, 2010  	BCTF Publications  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Newsletters and Alerts > Public Ed. Advocates Newsletter > 2010-11 Archives Public Education Advocates Newsletter November 17, 2010, Issue #2 Flaws in the FSA  Parents are encouraged to withdraw their child from the Grade 4 and 7 Foundation Skills Assessment by giving the school principal the withdrawal letter.  The FSA tests do not help students learn or teachers teach. The FSA tests, to be administered January 17 to February 25, are considered a waste of valuable teaching time and money.  Teachers are concerned these tests take valuable time away from teaching and learning. Hours are spent practising for the tests, sacrificing time that could be used for richer, more meaningful learning experiences. These tests are expensive. The ministry estimates the FSAs cost $20 per student, taking money away from priorities such as textbooks, support for students with special needs, science equipment, and library books. The results of these tests continue to be misused by right-wing/conservative market researchers to rank schools based on a very narrow measure, and setting up a false impression of public schools, teachers, and students. Go to the BCTF website for more information on teachers’ concerns, and the FSA tests. Underfunding of public education revealed  The new brochure, The numbers tell the story, has summarized the key information that points out the relative spending on education has steadily declined since 2002.  Every year in the last decade, the costs of providing quality public education have grown faster than funding increases. The facts and trends are graphically highlighted: K–12 education is receiving a diminishing share of the provincial budget. BC’s student-educator ratio is among the worst in Canada. BC has cut over 1,200 learning specialist teachers since 2001. The drop in enrolment was temporary as Kindergarten numbers are now on the rise. 191 schools closed, 12,000 overcrowded classrooms. The cuts continue  Keep focused on improving the funding to public education and not allow the changing political scene steal the spotlight.  More...  K to 12 funding has been receiving an ever-diminishing share of the provincial budget for almost two decades.  Each year, school districts are pushed deeper into a financial crisis through having to deal with more downloaded expenses and an expanding mandate.  The result of this has been dramatic cuts in service to students. Supports for students with special needs have been reduced while the number of identified students has increased. School libraries and teacher-librarians have been cut. Classroom resources have been reduced.    In this school year, there continues to be 12,000 overcrowded classrooms and classroom configurations that fail to deliver the learning experience that meets the diverse needs of all students.    Restore funding to restore public education  “There is an obvious need to fund the second decade of the 21st century in a manner necessary to restore educational services that were lost in the first decade of the 21st century.” In a funding brief to the legislative committee, BCTF is calling on the Liberals to inject more than $300 million in new funding to address the current cumulative structural shortfalls in the public education system. More...  The BCTF brief urged the government to: restore the class-size and composition language found in the 2002–03 collective agreements that were agreed to by the BCTF and the boards of education. protect neighbourhood schools:  school closures should not be initiated to compensate for inadequate education funding to boards. target funding for Aboriginal students:  directly fund Aboriginal programs to support the development and operation of services to Aboriginal students. consult with boards of education before programs and costs are downloaded to school districts.   School trustees should advocate for better education funding  An Angus Reid survey shows that 75% of BC residents believe that public education in the province is strengthened when locally elected school trustees advocate for their school districts and challenge the provincial government. The poll, commissioned by the Canadian Union of Public Employees (CUPE), also finds that 85% believe that the provincial government should do more to protect public education, given added costs are downloaded onto school districts from the province. Personalized learning remains undefined at BCCPAC conference  Even though personalized learning (PL) was highlighted at the recent BC Confederation of Parent Advisory Councils, many left the conference not knowing what it was the ministry was trying to sell to parents. Supposedly, PL is the key to 21st century learning, but neither the ministry nor the current minister of education, George Abbott, could describe the concept simply.  As one parent put it; “If the current system cannot follow through on IEPs, how can a student be guaranteed their personal learning plan would be tracked and completed?” Worklife of BC teachers examined   The various aspects of teacher workload were examined in a survey carried out in 2009.  Increased teacher workload is a significant issue in British Columbia’s public schools in the face of an ongoing funding crisis in public education. More...  Districts have reduced teaching positions as one response to growing budget shortfalls. This means fewer specialist teachers, an increase in the student/teacher ratio, and more classes that exceed class-composition limits. The erosion of support staff positions and new mandates introduced by the Ministry of Education, without adequate resources to implement them, are also factors that have an impact on the workload of BC teachers. A new education minister  George Abbott, MLA for North Okanagan, was quick to call for a meeting with the BCTF on November 1. In an unprecedented 2-hour, 20-minute session, a wide range of issues of concern to teachers were addressed such as class size and composition, specialist teacher support, funding, assessment, bargaining rights, and the government’s plan to pursue “personalized learning.” The minister placed a priority on including the BCTF in the education conversations, and understands that, for education reform to move forward in BC, teachers and their representatives must play a key role. Teachers challenge Liberal laws that stripped collective agreements   The British Columbia Teachers’ Federation are in BC Supreme Court challenging  the legislation of Bills 27— Education Services Collective Agreement Act, and 28— Public Education Flexibility and Choice Act imposed by the Liberals in 2002. The BCTF has contended the legislation violated their right to freedom of association under the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms.  More...  The legislation sparked outrage amongst teachers, and indeed across the labour movement.  Bill 27 eliminated the collective agreements of locals in amalgamated districts. Bill 28 gutted all collective agreements of important working and learning conditions. These included all clauses related to: class size class composition guarantees of service from teacher-librarians, counsellors, learning assistance and other specialist teachers support for integration of students with special needs length of the school day hours of instruction in a school year. An editorial in The Globe and Mail described the acts of the Campbell government as “legislative vandalism.” More information?   Need to know more about funding cuts to public education? Visit stopeducationcuts.org. See how BC community service groups, faith groups, and the art and culture groups are joining together by creating a blueprint for a Better BC. If you know of anyone interested in advocating for public education, forward this newsletter or ask them to visit http://www.bctf.ca/publications/PEA-Newsletter.aspx?id=21572. Anyone can join by registering for the Public Education Advocates newsletter at http://www.bctf.ca/signup.cfm?list=publicedadvocates.  What can you do?   Talk to your trustees to encourage your board of education to speak out for local autonomy and funding. Join a local advocacy group to defend and speak out for the right to a fully funded public education. Go to http://stopeducationcuts.org/advocacy/links/    Let trustees and MLAs know public education is a priority and a commitment. Inherent in this commitment are the principles and ideals of the Charter of Public Education.  Foremost among these is that everyone has the right to a free, quality public education. Write a letter to the editor of your community paper defending locally elected boards of education. )
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2011/05/personalized-learning-what-is.html?showComment0751306205951634,Staffroom Confidential: Personalized learning - what is government's real motivation? $$$ Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Saturday, May 21, 2011 Personalized learning - what is government's real motivation? $$$ I've tried to keep an open mind on this whole 21C learning thing. I really have. Despite the fact that from the start, it sounded like rhetoric, flavour of the day, and techno-babble. But now that senior government representatives are meeting with BCPSEA (the BC public school employer's association - responsible for bargaining on behalf of school boards) to talk about 21C learning, and the "implications" for collective bargaining, I'm worried. The Supreme Court decision on Bills 27 and 28 revealed the "plotting" that was going on in 2001 behind teachers' backs. While teachers were, in good faith, trying to bargain improved class size provisions with BCPSEA, there were meetings between BCPSEA and government about imposing legislative changes. There were, in essence, secret dealings whose purpose was to eliminate class size provisions from teachers' collective agreements. To eliminate $275 million per year in public education funding. Things feel eerily similar. For about a year, the government has been trumpeting "21 century learning" and "personalized learning". It's not at all clear what these things mean. As one educator tweeted the other day, we've been doing 21st century learning for over a decade now. Or is it something different? Now the government is in secret meetings to define these terms. They want to know, from senior school board administrators, what "barriers" there are in collective agreements. Officials were ordered not to "tweet" from the secret meetings, after one tweet revealed that the Minister of Education was discussing new legislation. So while I try to keep my paranoid self in check, the thoughts that keep coming to the surface are these: * 21st century learning is about increasing the use of technology in schools, in reaction to the massive push from technology companies to do so (see the recent report from the technology council), regardless of the pedagogical soundness of doing so * personalized learning is about teachers working longer hours, planning more curriculum, doing more assessment, working 24/7 via email, having larger case loads...and along with this students having less instructional time Why do I think these things? Well, tidbits just keep coming to the surface. Apparently the Ministry doesn't want to direct 21C learning - they want school boards to do that. But they do want to help BCPSEA eliminate any collective agreement provisions that might get in the way. What could this look like? I saw a proposal earlier this year from a Principal at a Victoria secondary school. The idea was this: teach Planning 10 to all grade 10 students in one big class (over 100 students). Once a week, they come to the gymnasium, have a lecture style class, maybe with a guest speaker. Only one teacher and one counsellor are needed to deliver this section. The remainder of the course is taught "on line" with some individual teacher visits - sort of like the implementation of graduation portfolios. Each teacher can take a large case load, as they only see students perhaps once a week or once every two weeks. The bonus? Fewer teachers are needed to deliver the course to the same number of students. I don't think the government's objectives are any different now than they were in 2001. They are interested in cutting more funding from the public education system. By far the biggest cost is the direct instructional time by teachers. The only way to reduce costs significantly is to increase the number of students per teacher, or to decrease the instructional minutes students are entitled to. The type of "semi-distributed" learning model described above does both at the same time. And how to sell it to parents and the public? Call it "personalized learning". Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 2:24 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 2 comments: C. WelchMay 23, 2011 at 7:59 PM Hi Tara, I was just finishing my own blog entry about personalized learning when I cam across your wonderful blog and this particular discussion. I'm currently working as a public DL teacher. We are wondering if the traditional DL schools will be sacrificed for a new "semi-distributed" or "blended" model. I'm not as worried as you might be, largely because I don't believe the Ministry and the districts really know what's going on, but we shall see. In any case, thanks for your comments! Colin http://tinyurl.com/3uygnloReplyDelete Tara EhrckeMay 24, 2011 at 10:05 AM Colin, Loved your post. "Bait and switch" is a great descriptor! Maybe I am more worried because I am sitting at the provincial bargaining table...I have the feeling that the "switch" will be more legislation gutting more of our collective agreement and resulting in even fewer resources. TaraReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ▼  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ▼  May (18) A standardized contract for personalized learning?... Privatizing of public education: Only in America o... Breaking news: BC teachers to hold strike vote in ... Saskatchewan teachers continue strike over wages Why is BC gov't using same buzzwords as Rupert Mur... 21C Learning: One student's perspective Personalized learning - what is government's real ... Ministry plots personalized learning initiative in... More downloading of costs to school districts - is... From New York to California: American teachers pro... Victoria teacher bargaining breaks down Class size = Personalized learning Commission finds judges need cost of living adjust... Thoughts on a negotiated settlement over Bills 27,... Minister announces government will not appeal cour... Saskatchewan teachers plan job action for Thursday... Letter to Minister Abbott re: Teacher bargaining a... School boards and parents: speak now to pressure C... ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=18258&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 6, April 2009  New teachers’ conference By Moh Chelali “Teaching from the heart and building for the future” was the 2009 theme of the BCTF new teachers’ conference. More than 350 new teachers and student teachers attended this year’s conference. New teachers represent the renewal of our profession and their needs and interests are of utmost importance to our society. The BCTF designs this conference to welcome, support, and guide new teachers entering the profession. It is one of the finest professional development events that one can attend. The conference is always popular because almost all the presenters are active classroom teachers and they volunteer their time and energy to share their passion and knowledge with their colleagues. The needs of beginning teachers are different as they enter the era of teaching in the digital age. Beginning teachers not only require initial assistance, advice, and information, but also need ongoing support during their first few years of teaching. This conference was designed to explore best teaching practices, current challenges, research, and innovation. It is always the BCTF’s goal to offer workshops that are interactive, collaborative, practical, analytical, and cover a range of teachers’ needs from elementary to secondary. They are also designed to cover different subjects and topics. The 2008 conference featured presentations on BCTF services and interests such as wellness, pensions, communication, the collective agreement, research, classroom management, integrating students with special needs, student assessment, teaching and learning with technology, and working with parents. Who are the best teachers of teachers? Teachers of course—just ask them about their own learning. Who inspired them to become teachers? Who helped them when they became teachers? To whom do they constantly turn for advice? Where do they get many of their ideas? The most common answer is almost universal—other teachers. And this is why the whole theme of the BCTF conference was teaching from the heart and building for the future. Most attendees affirmed that they have gained a great deal of advice, instruction, strategies, and practical ideas that they can use directly in their classes. Teaching is a never-ending story—it is a journey of passion and hope. Beginning teachers teach from the heart—they are the new guides not only to teach but also to stimulate and motivate. They know how to instill in the minds of the citizens of tomorrow the love of learning and the passion of education and social justice. Moh Chelali, assistant director, BCTF Professional and Social Issues Division.  Why did you choose to be a teacher? I chose to become a teacher because since I reached an age where I could make decision on my own, divine providence continu‚ously pointed me in this direction. As I considered my career options during my many years of university experiences, my lucky stars shaped me into an emotionally stable, introspective person. Through the years, many people commented on my suitability for this careerÖconfirmation that this was a good fit. Vikki Cheng, Delta Ever since I was in Kindergarten, I have looked up to my teachers and loved school. I can still remember when my Kindergarten teacher asked me, ìWhat do you want to be when you grow up?î I immediately said, ìA teacher, just like you!î Since a very young age I have stayed in touch with my teachers. Seventeen years later my dream came true. I got accepted into the education program at UBC. Currently, I am a teacher on call in the Surrey district. I am finally living my dream and working with children of all ages. Teaching is the most rewarding profession. Amanda Schmidt, Surrey  I canít say why I chose to be a teacher, it was always what I was going to be. But now that I am a teacher, I know why I love it so much. Everyday, the children teach me how to appreciate and live in the moment. They push me to learn more about education, myself, and those around me. They remind me to be present and to value the things that really matter. Robin Kimmie, Princeton  I didnít choose to be a teacher, it chose me. For many years my friends and family told me I would be a great teacher but I tend to go against the grain. Overall, working with people is where I excel. I am extremely interested in building strong relationships, promoting health and wellness, and being an advocate for education. In the end, teaching was the perfect fitÖand it chose me. Simmy Mukhija, Comox Valley Through high school and university, I worked at a day camp and as a swim instructor. I enjoyed those years teaching and working with youth. After graduation, I worked as an engineer, but I found this occupation unfulfilling. After some soul searching I decided to pursue a profession in education. I believe that as a classroom teacher, I can make a direct impact on the future lives of young people and improve the community where we live. Walter Rosin, Burnaby  What was the funniest experience in your first year of teaching or practicum I was starting a new ìfamily lifeî unit in Health and Career Education 8, which encompasses sex education. I was sitting on a stool in front of the class introducing the unit to them, while holding copies of the worksheets we would be completing. I am very expressive and use my hands a lot while speaking and a male student at the back of the room burst out laughing. I inquired as to what was so entertaining and he informed me that one of the double-sided sheets in my hands had a diagram of the male reproductive organs and my expressive nature was causing the ìpenisî on the paper to bob up and down! I had a good laugh with the class and no longer hold onto sheets when talkingóyou never know whatís on the other side. Tracy Godfrey, Chilliwack  My funniest moment in teaching was during my first year. Itís the second week in the first semester. The last bell had rung and I was about to take attendance, every student had stopped talking except for one student who by now knew what I expected of every student. I had tried every tool from my toolbox of teacher training to get this student to stop talking but this student was a social butterfly that could connect with any student that he sat beside. On this day I had waited, looking directly at the student and thought to my self what do I do, at that moment I couldnít help but start to smile and then snicker and then I started to laugh, at that moment one of the quiet students stood up and pointed at me and directed the noisy student ìlook at what you did, you made Mr. Gogag laughî and the noisy student stopped talking to take a look. From that day class would start with the anticipation of the noisy student making me laugh but how could I laugh when the student who was noisy would stay focused on me every class? Laugh when there is nothing to smile about and who knows what it might cure. William Gogag, Smithers My first year of teaching was in a Grade 1 class. One day, near the end of the day, a boy came over and said ìMiss Johns, thereís a poop on the carpet.î I, of course, denied the possibility that such a deposit could have been dropped, but, as I investi‚gated further, sure enough, there it was, in all its glory. After explaining the dayís exciting events to my colleagues, they welcomed me to the profession and said I had been officially initiated. I never did figure out which pair of pants the special deposit had been shaken out of! Jennifer Johns, Cranbrook  We were in the gym. One of the students was asked to leave and sit in the corridor that connected the gym to the hall. When I went to speak to him he was hanging up‚side down off of the water fountain, head back, mouth wide open wailing. I knelt down beside the upside down wailer just as a wide-eyed parent peered through the window. At that point I started to laugh and wonder how I had come to this place in my life. Robin Kimmie, Princeton)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11390,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2001 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 14, Number 1, September 2001 Case against essential service designation by Jim Sinclair and Angela Schira The right to freedom of association—the right to organize—is empty without the right to free collective bargaining and its counterpart, the right to strike. Unless workers have a collective ability to exert pressure on their employer through withdrawal of their labour, the legal right to organize is of little or no value. These rights are protected under the International Labour Organization (ILO) Convention No. 98, which recognizes and affirms the right to strike. The ILO acknowledges that the right to strike may be qualified in the case of essential services, which it defines as those "where there is existence of a clear and imminent threat to the life, personal safety or health of the whole or part of the population." Public employees deliver a tremendous range of vital services, from garbage collection to hospital care, every day in every B.C. community. None are unimportant. All are vital, but not all are so critical to the health and well-being of British Columbians, that the fundamental rights of the workers delivering the service must be stripped away. Education is one of those vital, but not essential services. Although the new government has long campaigned to "make education an essential service," there has been obvious confusion among Liberal spokespeople about just what is intended. The Liberal party campaign platform, for example, vowed to "restore education as an essential service under the Labour Relations Code to ensure that no child’s right to an education is denied during strikes and lockouts." Before the election, the party’s education critic said strikes and picket lines would continue. "Answering the phone would not be considered essential, there would be some degree of reduced cleanliness...several classes might be put together and taught by one teacher." Then-opposition leader Gordon Campbell told the B.C. Teachers’ Federation the same month that the law would "protect workers" right to strike while ensuring students are able to safely access school and classroom services throughout the collective bargaining process. Students being in school, learning from their teachers, is essential." Education Ministry Christy Clark took this thought a step further in an interview June 30, when she acknowledged that the government had not yet decided how to distinguish between essential and non-essential teachers. "Non-essential teachers" will retain the right to strike. Others will be compelled to teach because "the magic that happens in a classroom between a teacher and a student is what education is all about, right?" A teacher present under duress, a dirty school, a dead switchboard, a classroom designed for 25 holding 50 or 75 children—where is the magic in all of this? The government’s confusion is understandable because there is no logical, moral, or legal basis to deny any teachers or school support for workers on the right to strike. Nor is there any evidence that the existence of the right to strike has had a noticeable negative impact on student performance. Since 1992, B.C. K–12 students have lost an average of only 27 minutes per student per year to teacher job action. According to the provincial government’s own reporting, academic achievement in our province is high, a tribute to our children, our teachers, our families, and the public education system we have built. The public school system routinely graduates more students qualified for university entrance than the province’s universities can accommodate, despite steady increases in post-secondary spaces. The right to strike in education has not produced any setback for our children. Exactly what is government seeking to fix? As Paul Weiler has noted in his classic analysis, public perceptions about essential services flow from two judgments. This first is that the nature of the service is such that "the public cannot do without it, at least without absorbing unacceptable harm." Secondly, if the employees go on strike, there is no ready alternative to supply that need. These concepts are reflected in the Labour Relations Code requirement for designation as essential "those facilities, productions, and services that the board considers necessary or essential to prevent immediate and serious danger to the health, safety, or welfare of residents in British Columbia." The labour movement has conceded the necessity of essential service designations in circumstances that truly meet the Labour Relations Code test. Police, fire, and ambulance services are clear examples of such services. They are provided exclusively by a single agency 24 hours a day, seven days a week, to guarantee basic protection to life and property. Nurses, paramedical professionals, and health support workers fit, to varying degrees, within these boundaries. Healthcare workers have accepted the essential service designation as a necessary compromise to achieve the legal right to strike, which both health employers and health workers realized was a pre-condition for effective collective bargaining. What about doctors? It is noteworthy that the current government did not advocate legislative remedies, when it was in opposition, to end the prolonged withdrawal of service by northern doctors in the past year. This strike—for that is what it was—hobbled hospital and emergency services for weeks. Doctors did not provide essential services. Doctors themselves determined when they would provide service and how, although their work appears to fall squarely within the definition of essential service. How do teachers and school support workers fit within this definition? Certainly there is no health or public-safety aspect to education. We don’t require children to attend school after they turn 16. Before that, their absence for almost any reason can be secured by a parent’s note. School boards routinely add and delete certain programs, particularly music and art, for funding or administrative reasons. Severe snowstorms can result in closures of several days. The entire system closes for two months of the year in the summer and two or three additional weeks for Christmas and spring break. There is no public outcry or demand for alternative facilities. This is very far from the nature of service provided by police and ambulance paramedics. It was precisely this type of distinction spelled out by Finance Minister Gary Collins in a recent interview regarding the Greater Vancouver transit dispute. "We’re very mindful of the impact it’s having on a lot of people, but that’s the way the process works," he said. "It is an inconvenience, it’s a huge inconvenience to some people, but it’s not life and limb. It’s not health and safety." Yet education is apparently so critical that the government proposes to eliminate the right to strike for the overwhelming majority of employees it expects to work "magic" in the classroom. (The government has, as yet, made no suggestion it will extend this policy to the post-secondary sector.) There is no experience to justify this intervention, no moral basis for it and no evidence the government has proposed a workable alternative. One need only consider the healthcare crisis in Nova Scotia, where elimination of bargaining rights has sparked mass resignations of health workers, to see the futility of legislative attempts to suppress the right to strike. Those seeking precedents for declaring education an essential service will look in vain. Such action is unprecedented in Canada. Why is the government so determined to proceed? In part, this is a response to the inconvenience experiences by parents in recent disputes. Of course, no one likes inconvenience, but if strikes were convenient for all concerned they would achieve little at the bargaining table. It would be convenient, and highly desirable from a social standpoint, to have public early childhood education for children in their pre-school years. That service does not exist. We can only conclude that K–12 employers, who have never succeeded in negotiating a collective agreement with their employees without third-party intervention, are seeking a decisive weapon to achieve their long-standing objectives for rollbacks in teacher and school support workers’ collective agreements. What they could not achieve by free negotiation, they now hope to achieve through compulsion. Arguably, strike action in the education sector puts more pressure on the striking workers and affected families—both parents and children—than it does on school employers. It is the strikers, after all, not school administrators, who forgo pay in pursuit of contract improvements or to defeat contract rollbacks. School boards and administrators, by contrast, never miss a day’s pay and may even find it easier to balance their budgets. Yet the prospect of a school strike focusses school employers on the bargaining table. Political pressure produces a climate for resolution that simple bargaining without the threat of job action cannot. Negotiation with no pressure for resolution—a toothless "right to strike" that limits job action to counsellors, for example—is a recipe for longer, more bitter disputes. Elimination of the right to strike in education not only undermines free collective bargaining, it attacks the public education system. A quality public education system must, as Clark has acknowledged, have respect for teachers as a core value. That respect must be reflected in appropriate pay and working conditions. It requires class sizes that are manageable, specialist services, and safe, well-equipped facilities. Those conditions can and must be reflected in freely negotiated collective agreements. The right to strike is a fundamental element of those free negotiations. We urge the government to maintain free collective bargaining and the unrestricted right to strike in the education sector. Jim Sinclair is president of the B.C. Federation of Labour. Angela Schira is secretary-treasurer. Source: Victoria Times Colonist, July 23, 2001.   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/mobile/NewTeachersHandbook/default.aspx?id=31830,BCTF New Teachers' Handbook  Toggle navigation New Teachers’ Handbook © 2014 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. Table of Contents Introduction President's message Setting the BC context Jobs and professsional responsibilities Professional Responsibility / Code of Ethics Standards for the Education, Competence... Beginning your career as a TTOC Tips for success Beginning your career as a classroom teacher Planning Classroom management Establishing a positive environment Teaching strategies / classroom complexity Learning resources Communicating with parents/guardians Students with special needs Working with education (teacher) assistants Preparing for a Teacher Teaching on Call Parent involvement in schools Working with volunteers Wellness—taking care of yourself How the BC Teachers’ Federation helps Others who can help Professional development (PD) Evaluation of teachers Resources Membership New Teachers’ Home BCTF Home Teaching strategies and classroom complexity  In any given day, you may have more than 1,000 personal interactions with students. Each of these complex interactions must be interpreted on the spot. Respond to these immediate needs as you teach, and make the time to later reflect on what you are doing and planning to do. Teaching is helping young people meet the learning outcomes of the curriculum. Teachers need to develop a repertoire of teaching strategies that become second nature. By having many teaching strategies, you can continually monitor the class and make adjustments during the busy and complex task of teaching, and the busy and complex process of learning. Vary your teaching strategies. The process of learning is as important as what is being learned. Teacher talk or lecture has its place in instructional strategies, but there are other effective strategies that engage students.  Remember the principles of learning: Learning requires the active participation of the student. People learn in a variety of ways and at different rates. Learning is both an individual and a group process. Teaching strategies can be grouped into five broad categories: Direct instruction—The teacher imparts knowledge or demonstrates a skill. Experiential learning—The students experience and feel; they are actively involved. Independent study—The students interact more with the content than with the teacher or other classmates. Indirect instruction—The teacher sets up strategies, but does not teach directly; the students make meaning for themselves. Interactive instruction—The students interact with one another and the information; the teacher is the facilitator. When choosing which type of teaching strategy, consider the nature of the topic, the resources available, and the age, maturity, learning styles, and gender of the students, as well as your teaching style. Your lessons will be more successful if you structure opportunities for students to be involved and to apply the content and skills they have learned. Learning together promotes co-operation, interaction, individual and group accountability, and development of group skills. There are various approaches to grouping students for learning activities: Group inquiry—Have groups of two to six students work together using inquiry, discussion, co-operative planning, and execution. Jigsaw—Have individuals within the group learn parts of the material, discuss it with like members from other groups, and then teach their own group. Teams, games—Have team members assist one another to master materials or skills in order for the team to compete against other teams. Experiment with a variety of teaching strategies. Select these while recognizing the different learning styles and multiple intelligences of your students. Remember that a strategy may work well with one group and be less successful with another. Reflect on your teaching. Ask yourself the following questions: What made it work well or not? What connections were made to other learning or real life? Were all the intended outcomes met? What were the best resources? What were methods of grouping for instruction for different lessons? Did I address the different learning styles of my students? If I did this again, what things would I change? Teaching is challenging and exciting work. Recognize your successes, analyze your failures, and build on them. Discuss ideas with colleagues and share your questions and experiences. Remember, you are a life-long learner, too! Student assessment and evaluation   Teachers must assess, evaluate, and report student progress in relation to the learning outcomes in the prescribed curriculum.  Teachers have professional autonomy in deciding what methods to use to assess student work in their classrooms—observation, tests, portfolios, checklists, written assignments, projects, etc.  The purpose of classroom assessment is to support learning. Teachers assess student learning— describing what the student knows and is able to do—and uses this information to adjust instruction for individual students, small groups of students or the whole class, and to plan further instruction. Assessment that provides descriptive feedback is more effective than assessment that provides evaluative feedback (right or wrong, a mark). Descriptive feedback focuses on:  what students have or have not achieved, including improvements to earlier work.  explanations to a student that they are right or wrong and why in a timely fashion.  specific ways in which the work could be improved.  inviting the student to suggest ways they can improve.  —Bangert-Downs et al, 1991; Crooks, 2001; Tunstall and Gipps, 1996 Assessment that is focused on supporting students’ learning is often called assessment for learning, as opposed to assessment that is focused on determining what students know.  Assessment for learning is the process of seeking and interpreting evidence for use by learners and their teachers to decide where the learners are in their learning, where they need to go, and how best to get there.   —UK Assessment Reform Group, 2002 We know, from research, that effective assessment for learning can improve student achievement substantially, and that improved classroom assessment helps low achievers the most.   —Black and William, 1998, U.K. Assessment Reform Group Teachers are also required to evaluate student progress—make judgments about students’ learning in relation to learning outcomes in the curriculum, and/or IEP goals—and to report their evaluation to parents. Evaluations of student progress, whether anecdotal or in the form of percentages or letter grades, must be in relation to the learning outcomes in the curriculum. Evaluations of student behaviour, including work habits, attitude, and effort, and information about attendance must be reported separately; they are not part of the students’ marks for a course. Teachers, especially beginning teachers or teachers teaching unfamiliar subjects and grade levels, often worry that their “A” will not be another teacher’s “A.” The learning outcomes spell out what students are required to know and be able to do, but not what is “good enough” at a particular grade level. The ministry has developed performance standards for reading, writing, numeracy and social responsibility: www.bced.gov.bc.ca/perf_stands.  Tips for assessment and evaluation  Plan your student assessment tasks and evaluation criteria when you plan for instruction. Make sure that the task and criteria are consistent with the learning outcomes in the curriculum for the course and grade. Allow students some choice in the topic of an assignment or the method of presentation. Students will demonstrate their learning better if they enjoy the task. Provide students with evaluative criteria and exemplars of various levels of performance. Students need to know how their work will be judged in order to do their best, or have students create evaluation rubrics. In order to establish reliability, use a variety of assessment strategies; e.g., short written assignments, teacher observations, conferences with students, quizzes, student self-assessment, tests, and performance tasks. Give students feedback in the form of descriptive feedback, rather than in the form of a check mark, number, or letter grade. Never use marks as a threat, punishment, or classroom management tool. Use the results of student assessment and evaluation to plan for further instruction. Provide focused instruction on areas of weakness. Use areas of strength to scaffold the next concept to be taught. Record keeping  Record keeping can be in the form of an anecdotal file in addition to, or instead of, a mark book. Have students keep a portfolio of their work so that they can demonstrate their learning and progress to parents. For a new teacher, making judgments about student progress may seem a bit overwhelming, but with organization and a good plan for evaluation, you will be able to give your students quality information about their progress. BC performance standards  Performance standards have been developed for Reading, Writing, and Social Responsibility K–10, and Numeracy K–8. The performance standards include rating scales that describe the following performance levels of specific grade levels in detail: not yet within expectations meets expectations (minimal level) fully meets expectations exceeds expectations. They also include Quick Scales, a short version of the rating scale for daily use/quick reference, and sample tasks with illustrations of student work at all four levels, along with teacher comments.  The standards focus exclusively on performance assessment where students are asked to apply the skills and concepts they have learned to complete complex, realistic tasks. The standards include both evaluative statements (e.g., not yet within expectations), and assessment criteria (e.g., supports and elaborates ideas, makes comparisons); they support a criterion-referenced approach to evaluation. The performance standards are available on the Ministry of Education website www.bced.gov.bc.ca/perf_stands/. Supplementary materials, such as additional tasks, with two samples of student work and a worksheet for planning instruction or intervention, developing criteria with students, elaborating or tailoring criteria for special purposes, outlining assessment tasks, recording observations, and guiding discussions, are also available on the website. The purpose of reporting on student progress is to communicate to students and parents/guardians how well students are progressing in relation to the learning outcomes in the curriculum of the course or subject they are taking. Teachers gather evidence of what students are able to do in each course, evaluate students’ progress, and report that to parents/guardians and students. The process of assessing, evaluating, and reporting student progress enables you to monitor student learning and identify what action, if any, is needed to help students succeed. There are many ways to inform students and their parents/guardians of progress in school. It is important to have communication with the students and parents/guardians long before the first report card goes home. Document any communications with parents/guardians. Provincial policy requires that teachers report to parents/guardians both formally (on report cards) and informally. Methods for reporting information include: notes sent home parent-teacher conferences interim reports student-parent-teacher or student-led conferences teacher-student conferences telephone calls (or emails) home, reporting outstanding performance as well as concerns. Official reporting policy in BC  Teachers are required to do three formal reports and two informal reports to parents each year. The requirements for these reports are set out in the ministry policies but the format of the report card is set by the local school board. The relevant ministry policies can be found in two ministerial orders, the Student Progress Report Order and the Provincial Letter Grades Order, available on the ministry website at www.bced.gov.bc.ca/legislation/schoollaw/e.htm.   Previous Next)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=6908,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 7, May/June 2006 Working across borders to defend public education by Nancy Knickerbocker This year, Mexicans are celebrating the 200th anniversary of the birth of Benito Juarez, Mexico’s greatest president and the architect of its constitution. The son of illiterate servants, the first and only indigenous person ever elected president, Juarez helped build a civil society based on the rule of law and the principles of social justice. Countless public schools throughout Mexico are named for Benito Juarez, but the one in his hometown of Guelatao is special. High in the mountains now called the Sierra Juarez, his vision lives on in the school that bears his name. The 179 students, aged 6–14, all come from impoverished indigenous families that do not have the means to provide their children with an education. But, through federal funding, each child gets a full scholarship for schooling and room and board during the academic year. The children welcomed us with songs in Spanish and Zapotec, Juarez’s mother tongue. Two girls beautifully recited dramatic poems of tribute to Juarez and his dream of freedom from poverty and oppression. Nothing could be further from the Canadian residential schools, where Aboriginal children were punished for speaking their native languages. Here the language of instruction is Spanish, but the many indigenous languages—Zapotec, Mixtec, Mixe, and others—are taught along with a rich variety of ancient customs, handicrafts, visual arts, music, and dance. The teachers speak with great pride of the role they are having in the rescue and renaissance of indigenous languages, some of which are on the brink of extinction. "Despite the extreme poverty and deep racism suffered by indigenous people in Mexico, they are miles ahead of us in terms of language and culture being a priority in public schools—even under the cloud of Spanish colonialism," said Christine Stewart, BCTF’s co-ordinator of Aboriginal education. It was an inspiring first day for Canadian, American, and Mexican delegates to the 7th Tri-National Conference in Defence of Public Education, held in Oaxaca. At the conference opening plenary session, held under a tent canopy in the central courtyard of an elementary school, teacher and organizer Jorge Magariño welcomed about 300 delegates. He spoke of the solidarity of teachers throughout North America as "the force that sustains us." In Mexico, where 70 million citizens live in poverty and another 20 million live in extreme poverty, "only education will allow us to emancipate ourselves," Magariño said. Enrique Rueda, secretary general of the Oaxacan teachers’ union, said that Mexican teachers are "proud of their long history of struggling to defend the inalienable principle of the right to a quality public education." "Now we have come together to evaluate the ways in which neoliberalism and privatization have been creating a situation in which education is more of a privilege for the few than a right of all," Rueda said. BCTF President Jinny Sims shared the experience of BC teachers during last fall’s strike, and noted that teachers throughout North and Central America share the same concerns about the impact of neoliberal policies. "We are all facing the same agenda to underfund, destabilize, and privatize public education," she said. Larry Kuehn, BCTF director of research and technology and Prof. Hugo Aboites of the National Autonomous University of Mexico presented their shared concerns about the impact of international trade deals such as NAFTA. As the teachers’ conference opened in Oaxaca, Prime Minister Stephen Harper was in Cancun meeting with US President George Bush and Mexican President Vicente Fox to discuss an initiative to "upgrade" NAFTA and promote "deep integration" of all three countries, not only economically but socially and culturally as well. "NAFTA has not been good for either Canada or Mexico, so an upgraded NAFTA is likely to be worse," Kuehn said, adding that one of the goals is "a new identity as North Americans." That goal implies an increasing dominance of the US, at the expense of the Canadian and Mexican cultural identities, he said. Aboites said the impact of free trade deals in Latin America has been "a brutal, radical reduction in education." He particularly lamented the neoliberal view of education as a commodity and the "loss of the idea of education as a transformative exercise in nation-building." Rosemary Lee of the California Teachers’ Association decried the Bush administration’s attacks on education budgets, academic freedom, and teacher autonomy, especially the imposition of "scripted curricula" that require every teacher to be on the same page on the same day. "The elephant in the room is the war budget," Lee said. California’s share is more than $31.5 billion US—enough to hire 546,000 public school teachers for a year or to send more than 4 million children to Head Start programs. "A war budget leaves every child behind," Lee said. Dr. Maria de la Luz Arriaga, one of the co-founders of the Tri-National Coalition, helped to organize a demonstration in front of the Canadian Embassy in Mexico City during last October’s BCTF job action. "When we heard why the BC teachers had to go on strike, we couldn’t believe it! Even in Mexico teachers still can go on strike and have more rights to negotiate. It was like Canada had gone from a developed country to an under-developed one," she said. Teachers Susana Lopez and Marcelo Flores built a web site in support of BC teachers last fall and were enthusiastic about enhancing the collegial relations between Canadian and Mexican teachers. "We want to broadcast the video about your strike to our colleagues in Queretaro," they said. Conference delegates agreed to continue working together, specifically on a continental day of action in defence of public education. Nancy Knickerbocker is the BCTF’s media relations officer. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Touring a natural gas drilling rig with @MLA Mike Bernier, and Brian from EnCana http://t.co/AifdJ4H07b" @Teresa_Wat - 06:01pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141006,raphaeljs.com,http://raphaeljs.com/,Raphaël—JavaScript Library  Raphaël—JavaScript Library    What is it? Raphaël is a small JavaScript library that should simplify your work with vector graphics on the web. If you want to create your own specific chart or image crop and rotate widget, for example, you can achieve it simply and easily with this library. Raphaël ['ræfeɪəl] uses the SVG W3C Recommendation and VML as a base for creating graphics. This means every graphical object you create is also a DOM object, so you can attach JavaScript event handlers or modify them later. Raphaël’s goal is to provide an adapter that will make drawing vector art compatible cross-browser and easy. Raphaël currently supports Firefox 3.0+, Safari 3.0+, Chrome 5.0+, Opera 9.5+ and Internet Explorer 6.0+.  How to use it? Download and include raphael.js into your HTML page, then use it as simple as:  // Creates canvas 320 × 200 at 10, 50 var paper = Raphael(10, 50, 320, 200); // Creates circle at x = 50, y = 40, with radius 10 var circle = paper.circle(50, 40, 10); // Sets the fill attribute of the circle to red (#f00) circle.attr("fill", "#f00"); // Sets the stroke attribute of the circle to white circle.attr("stroke", "#fff");   Demos Raphaël Playground Reflection Image rotation Text rotation GitHub-a-like impact chart GitHub-a-like punch chart GitHub-a-like languages chart Raphaël Analytics chart Polar Clock Dynamic Spinner Australian Map Dancing Helvetica Multichart Animation Tiger Hand Interactive Chart Diagram Custom Fonts Animation Easing Gradients Example Curver Animation along the path demo 3D Shooter Colour Picker Growing Pie Bounce World Map  Download v. 2.1.2 (91 Kb) Our recommendation is to GZIP it. It will help to reduce file size. You can download uncompressed source (299 Kb) as well.  Documentation  Discussion Group  Twitter  Free Icons  Donate  MIT License Part of  Sencha Labs  Source & Bugs  T-shirts & Stickers  Quotes on Twitter   Some Rights Reserved by Dmitry Baranovskiy Logo by Wasabicube)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13128&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 1999 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 11, Number 5, March 1999 Cuba by Jacqui Birchall Is Cuba the hellhole of U.S. propaganda or is it Fidel's Shangri-La? The truth is somewhere in between. During the Christmas break, 12 B.C. teachers travelled to Cuba to meet with their Cuban counterparts and to visit schools and teacher-union offices. We talked with students from Grade 1 to university; we conversed with teachers, university professors, and union leaders. Some of us were lucky enough to visit Cuban homes; a few of us were lucky enough to see Fidel. A Cuban teacher, Lucy del Alba Perez Bardaji, travelled with us and arranged our schedule in Cuba. We asked many questions. Answers to our questions were less than frank; yet we learned and saw a lot. We saw no homeless people on the streets of Cuban towns and cities. We learned that everyone is entitled to the same food rations, education, and medical care, that housing is affordable (30% of a person's wage), and that wages are terrible. Teachers earn about $25 U.S. Per month, and doctors and professors, about $30 to $40 U.S. per month. Dollar stores sell consumer goods, but only Cubans who work in the tourist sector have access to dollars through tourist tips. The desire for tourist dollars causes young women to become prostitutes for the foreign tourists. The government is trying to stop the prostitution, but the battle is futile in a country where dollars mean access to items we in this country take for granted. Julia was another guide who accompanied us. At 70 years of age, with an undying belief in the revolution, Julia was wonderful company. In impeccable English, she explained all we saw, and she defended her country against any questions we put to her. In Holguin, she sternly lectured teen-age boys who asked us for money, pointing out all that the education system had to offer them. Havana is like Miss Haversham. With elderly beauty in decay, much of Havana is falling down. Piles of bricks and plaster lie in front of once beautiful buildings. Cubans have the knowledge but not the materials to repair their beautiful capital, Julia told me. Windows are still criss-crossed with protective tape used against Hurricane Mitch. Only Old Havana retains its original grandeur, rebuilt by a project that teaches restoration techniques to recent high-school graduates. Old Havana is magical and music-filled at night. Holguin is small, attractive, and clean. It boasts a boarding school for high-school students. Those students also learn to work in the fields and to grow much of the food for the school. We were entertained at the teachers' union party house. They served us rum and lunch and danced with us. The trip taught us much about generosity. To be fed in a country where food is not plentiful was heartwarming. From Holguin, we drove for four hours through beautiful farmland filled with banana and sugar plantations. Small campasino houses sat in tidy farmyards, television aerials rising from their thatched roofs. A poor public transit system forces people to hitchhike all over Cuba. At main departure points between Holguin and Santiago de Cuba, people gather, and under the guidance of los hombres amarillos (men in yellow uniforms), they are divided into groups depending on their destinations. The waits are long and the rides are freegenerally in the backs of crowded, open, government-owned cargo trucks. Santiago de Cuba is sand-coloured and beautiful. The centre of the Afro-Cuban music scene, it is also where Fidel fought to victory on January 1, 1959. We met school children parading to celebrate that historical event. Carrying banners celebrating education, the rebuilding of Cuba, and the great heroes José Marti and Ché Guevera, the children sang for us and recited poetry with a passion rarely witnessed in Canada. Several of us were determined to see Fidel speak on New Years' Day. Alas, one needed an invitation. We had none. The BBC camera crew suggested we get press accreditation. After $60 U.S. and four hours of waiting for bomb-sniffing dogs to clear everyone's gear, two of us, duly accredited, were shuffled onto a bus and deposited in the town square with paparazzi from around the world. It had the atmosphere of a rock concert. Giant screens were set up on either side of the city hall, from whose centre balcony Fidel would speak. Three minutes before Fidel was due to speak, the crowd broke into "Guantanamera." Fidel stepped out, and the Cubans sang their national anthem, and then the screens were filled with footage of the revolution 40 years before. An adoring crowd kept cheering until he raised his hands and finally asked for silence. He spoke for only an hour-and-a-half. (A Cuban friend confided that Fidel probably realized that with so much international press present, a long speech was inappropriate.) He ended with Socialismo o Muerte! Patria o Muerte! Vencerenos! (Socialism or death! Fatherland or death! We shall overcome!) The crowd went wild, and he stood for some time. We agreed that the trip was a voyage of discovery for us. We agreed that we wanted to return. We agreed that the U.S. rhetoric does not do justice to a proud and wonderful people who are struggling to maintain a dignity and identity that is separate from Miami. At times, we had tears in our eyes as the children greeted us in speech, poem, or song. Refreshments were always forthcoming, and hospitality was always warm. More trips are planned to encourage tourism and friendship between Cuban and Canadian teachers. Come. It could be the trip of your lifetime. Jacqui Birchall teaches at Frank Hurt Secondary School, Surrey, and is a member of the Teacher Newsmagazine Advisory Board.)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/parents.aspx?id=3594,BCTF > Making use of time in the car - Learning activities for travel  	For parents  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents Advocating for Public Education  Home & School Communication  Hot Topics  Learning Conditions  Presentations for Parents  Reading  Safety at School  Special Education  Supporting Your Child's Learning  For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > For Parents > Supporting Your Child's Learning Making Use of Time in the Car – Learning Activities for Travel Use taped stories for children to listen to in the car. Public libraries have selections of taped books for all age levels and it is not too hard to find ones that the whole family will enjoy. Being read to will help the time go by enjoyably for your children and you won't hear, "When will we get there? Are we there yet?" nearly as much. You might want to try: stopping the tape before the end of the story and asking your child to predict what will happen next. asking your child what they thought of the story, what they would change about it and why. listening to the story in sections and having your child tell you what they remember about the last section before starting again. Use time in the car to practise math orally. Have your child chant basic facts in addition, subtraction and multiplication with you. Learning the doubles (e.g. 2 + 2, 3 + 3, 4 + 4) to 24 and times tables will be particularly helpful to your child. Have your child use a "magic slate" to practise spelling words. Practise making words out of the letters seen on license plates, adding vowels as needed. Have your child check your odometer before and after the drive to determine how many kilometres were driven. For older children, involve them in determining how many kilometres to the litre of gas your vehicle is getting. If you have a portable tape recorder, have your child tape a "letter" to a friend or relative, tell a story or be a news commentator, reporting on the trip. Have your child use a calculator to practise math. Ask them math questions and have them predict the answer before they use the calculator. Play a storytelling game where all of the people in the car take turns telling part of the story, adding on to it as you go. As you drive along, have young children look for things that start with certain letters. On long trips, have your child track the route on a map, mark the towns and cities you pass through and keep track of how many kilometres travelled each day. To help work on memory skills, name a number of items (3-5) that need to be spotted as you drive along. When one is found, the person that saw it first gets to replace it on the list with another item. Play twenty questions in the car. Have the child who is "it" think of a person, place or thing. The other players can ask only questions that can be answered with "yes" or "no," trying to determine the answer before twenty questions are used up. Have your children create role plays, using different voices and characters, making up the story as they go along. As a family, play "Going on a Picnic." The first person says, "I am going on a picnic and I'm going to take ________ (something that begins with "a"), the next repeats the phrase with the "a" item and adds something that begins with "b", and so on, with each trying to remember all of the items said before. Play the first and last letter game. Choose a category, such as place names, fruit and vegetables or animals, and have a child begin with a word that fits the category. The next player has to say a word that begins with the last letter of the previous word (e.g. snake, eel, llama, alligator, rhinoceros...). About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141007,www.facebook.com,https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10151297604947110&set=pb.9106562109.-2207520000.1366825626.&type=3&src=https%3A%2F%2Fsphotos-a.xx.fbcdn.net%2Fhphotos-snc6%2F230003_10151297604947110_184824216_n.jpg&size=500%2C616&_fb_noscript=1,Stephen Harper - Stephen Harper's Photos | Facebook For a better experience on Facebook, enable JavaScript in your browser, or switch to our mobile site. Facebook logo Email or Phone Password Keep me logged in Forgot your password? Sign Up Stephen Harper's Photos Back to Album Previous · Next      CancelDone Cropping Drag the corners of the box above to crop your new profile photo. Saving your new profile picture Stephen Harper Bangalore, India - Prime Minister Stephen Harper receives a cricket lesson from Ankur Biswas, cricket team captain, at the Bishop Cotton Boys School. Bangalore (Inde) - Le Premier ministre Stephen Harper suit une leçon de cricket avec Ankur Biswas, capitaine de l'équipe de cricket, à l'école Bishop Cotton pour garçons From:Stephen Harper's Photos in India - Inde Shared with:Public  Open Photo ViewerDownloadMake Profile PictureEmbed Post Mobile Find Friends Badges People Pages Places Games Locations About Create Ad Create Page Developers Careers Privacy Cookies Terms Help Facebook © 2014 · English (US))
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=20154&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 3, November/December 2009  BC schools echo UK experience By Ritchie Kendrick A conversation with the National Union of Teachers (NUT) I was in England recently for my daughter’s convocation and had the opportunity to meet with the National Union of Teachers (NUT) regional secretary of the Southwest Region, Andy Woolley, and his regional officer, colleague Peter Sargent at their office in Exeter, Devon. The NUT represents 22,000 teachers over six counties and the Channel Islands, which is about 45% of the current teaching workforce in the region. What follows is an excerpt from the conversation between Woolley and me. The similarities in issues experienced by both teachers in the UK and BC school systems is striking as you will see in this and subsequent excerpts from their meeting. I have often wondered if someone in our BC Ministry of Education is keeping a watchful eye on the educational developments in England in regards to the delivery and implementation of programming because we have adopted many similarities with the current English system. The use of standardized tests and the ranking of schools is a huge issue for both of us. Your campaign to oppose and eventually boycott Standard Assessment Tests (SATs) is parallel to our campaign on the Foundation Skills Assessment (FSAs) and there’s also the issue of downloading more onto teachers and introducing new programs or curriculum. That’s a common thing, sometimes you get things introduced that go back, or around in a cycle, every 10, 20, or 30 years. You know long-serving teachers are thinking—been there, done that. Recently, however, it seems that for everything that comes in, nothing goes out the other end…and that has been creating more and more stress and pressure on our teachers. Unfortunately it seems that stress is also an issue shared on both sides of the pond. That’s a key issue for us. A lot of teachers have come to recognize it and a few things have improved. There has been a big case taken to the House of Lords by the solicitors who work in-house for us in this office and it established levels of liability for managers; that managers have a duty to recognize stressful working conditions. The employee could win a case for workplace stress without having to say, “I am stressed, please do something about it,” if it should have been evident to the manager. So this has put more onus on school headteachers (principals) to actually recognize that what they are asking their teachers to do is unreasonable. Yes, to actually understand that for certain people it should be obvious for a good manager to turn around and see that this person is not functioning as they used to. It is still difficult to prove because you do have to prove significant causality. We have been fortunate to win a case in our area, recently but unfortunately it hasn’t set precedent and we will have to deal with each case as it comes. But it is significant because we are able to publicize the fact (the court decision) within the local authorities making school leaders more aware of their responsibilities. What are the biggest catalysts for stress for teachers in your region? A growing issue is stress, related to reports by Ofsted (Office for Standards in Education). Ofsted is often used as an excuse to push people out of the school or to bully teachers into doing things the headteacher wants them to do to reflect what they want in the next Ofsted report. That’s one pressure where some say I’ve had enough of this. This is also a major contributor to a very concerning phenomenon at the beginning of many teachers’ professional lives—it is an issue that after three or four years almost 50% of new teachers leave the profession. There’s this young person who comes in with the vigour to change things, to bring things on and get things going, who has enthusiasm and drive to start, but that is sometimes driven out of them from the pressures in the system. And then there are people who have been long-term, say 50+, who are impacted by the pace of change or pressure to change their practice... they’re often not getting the support or appropriate professional development. We have a very similar problem that we call the five-year window. If you survive the first five years, the chances of you becoming a long-term teacher are greater. But many youngsters feel the pressure in the system and part of this may be precipitated through the lack of mentorship and other initial supports. You jump out of university, get thrown into the deep end, and away you go. The youngsters didn’t come into the profession to get rich but what they now see is their colleagues they went to university with, their cohort, out-earning them and the gap growing. But their former student friends also have the time to spend it. Their friends do their job and go home whereas teachers find themselves working all hours. Time is the real factor. In future issues of Teacher our conversation explores pupil behaviour, the NUT campaign to boycott Standard Assessment Tests, and more. Ritchie Kendrick is an assistant director, BCTF Field Service Division.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=31317,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2013 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 26, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 2013   Freedom from poverty More and more hungry kids arrive in our schools By Noel Herron   With a new school year underway and BC once again leading the country in child poverty (according to a mid-June Stats Canada report), it is clear that more schools will have to cope with malnourished kids arriving on their doorstep. In BC, food insecurity now impacts one-in-five children as of the 2013 Stats Canada report. In Vancouver alone last year, three additional elementary schools were added to the growing list of schools scrounging for funds from individuals, businesses, and charitable organizations to provide breakfast for their students. To underline the pressure some local school communities are under, on the second day of school this year, over 100 students arrived in the Downtown Strathcona Community Centre lunch room for breakfast, even before the initial notice to parents was sent home. In Burnaby, another elementary school was scrambling for surplus food from local Walmart and Costco outlets in an effort to cobble together a breakfast program. Across Canada at present there are five non-governmental sources providing limited financial assistance to needy schools—they are: Breakfast for Learning, which feeds around 300,000 kids; Breakfast Club of Canada feeding 120,000; Kids Eat Smart, 50,000; and Farm-to-School, around 20,000. Representatives from both the Breakfast for Learning and the Breakfast Club of Canada state that they are unable to meet escalating demands for help from so many schools in BC. Last month the Conference Board of Canada, a leading conservative business group, called for a national breakfast food program in schools, acknowledging that kids cannot learn and thrive if they are not well nourished. In the preceding month, the Canadian Medical Association (CMA) called for a major pilot project at the federal level to alleviate child poverty. The association warned that “the cost of inaction is higher than acting,” noting that poverty hinders the ability to sustain economic growth and that Canada ranked 15 out of 17 peer countries in tracking poverty with only Italy and the United States having a lower ranking. Based on the current Liberals’ adamant, short-sighted and non–interventionist policy, it is now clear that no help for these struggling schools will be forthcoming from Victoria, as more and more hungry kids stream into our public schools. Despite the government’s inaction, all of us should have an unflinching commitment to the proposition that no kid in a BC classroom should be hungry. BC families should not have to rely soley on charity to ensure that children are properly fed. _______________ Noel Herron is a former Vancouver school principal and trustee. He is a member of the recently formed “Justice not Charity” working group dedicated to eliminating food insecurity in schools.    Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=27941,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 25, Number 1, September 2012   Education is a big winner in copyright changes  By Larry Kuehn   The copyright environment is suddenly much freer when it comes to using materials in education. A combination of a new law and Supreme Court of Canada decision changes the rules for teachers. The new copyright law has expanded dramatically the range of materials that can be copied and used for education without getting permission or paying fees. The “fair dealing” provisions are now closer to the wider permissions that teachers in the US have long had under “fair use” rules. These are some of the new education-related elements: The law expands “fair dealing” to include education, dramatically widening the materials that can be copied without permission or payments. As a matter of principle, both producers and users have rights that should be balanced, not primarily on either side. The Supreme Court decision provides that a teacher can copy for students material for research and private study. Justice Abella in the decision says: Teachers have no ulterior motive when providing copies to students. Nor can teachers be characterized as having the completely separate purpose of “instruction”; they are there to facilitate the students’ research and private study. It seems to me to be axiomatic that most students lack the expertise to find or request the materials required for their own research and private study, and rely on the guidance of their teachers. They study what they are told to study, and the teacher’s purpose in providing copies is to enable the students to have the material they need for the purpose of studying. The teacher/copier therefore shares a symbiotic purpose with the student/user who is engaging in research or private study. Instruction and research/ private study are, in the school context, tautological.   Further, Abella states: …photocopies made by a teacher and provided to primary and secondary school students are an essential element in the research and private study undertaken by those students. The fact that some copies were provided on request and others were not, did not change the significance of those copies for students engaged in research and private study.   Abella also refuses to limit “private study”: With respect, the word “private” in “private study” should not be understood as requiring users to view copyrighted works in splendid isolation. Studying and learning are essentially personal endeavours, whether they are engaged in with others or in solitude. By focusing on the geography of classroom instruction rather than on the concept of studying, the Board again artificially separated the teachers’ instruction from the students’ studying.  However, fair dealing does not give an unlimited right to copy, even for education—education ministries should produce information on fair dealing that clearly provides guidelines for teachers. The Court defined a new principle of technological neutrality, meaning that the same rules should apply for online and hard copies. Michael Geist describes the intent as “copyright law should not stand in the way of technological progress and potentially impede the opportunities for greater access afforded by the Internet through the imposition of additional fees or restrictive rules that create extra user costs.” Limits to the use of publicly available material on the internet are removed. Contents on millions of web sites can be used without permission or compensation. All created material—in print or online—has long automatically had a copyright without the need for the creator to claim it. To be clear legally, educational institutions needed to seek permission and sometimes pay fees to use web content. That is no longer a requirement. Public performances in schools are entitled to some new exceptions—that will reduce licensing costs for schools for music and drama productions. Two negatives for education in the new Copyright Act—digital locks and electronic disposal Despite extensive lobbying, the new act prohibits breaking digital locks. These are limits built into the software to stop access outside of a specified use. These locks are possible to break with other software—existing or to be developed when new locks are invented. The act makes it illegal to break these locks, even if the user has the legal right to the content. For example, content that could be used in education under the fair dealing provisions could not be used because it is behind a lock that is illegal to break. A huge campaign had dozens of organizations oppose the provisions, but corporate interests were successful in getting the Conservative government to leave those provisions in the new law. The other negative is a requirement that some digital course content, such as in online learning, must be destroyed within 30 days after the offering of the course is completed. This provision presumably applies to online material with a copyright and which is being used using the fair dealing education provisions. The wording of the Copyright Act is: 6) The educational institution and any person acting under its authority, except a student, shall (a) destroy any fixation of the lesson within 30 days after the day on which the students who are enrolled in the course to which the lesson relates have received their final course evaluations.  This is not just unclear (“fixation of the lesson”), but makes no sense from the practical perspective of courses that are offered more than once—requiring the teacher to start over every time the course is taught? Getting the word out The new rules require information for teachers about the practical implications. The ministry should undertake an information campaign such as the one carried out when the Access Copyright licensing was adopted. Because the new rules will allow copying without charge under rules similar to the current license with Access Copyright, the province should not renew the license as it is. The millions of dollars saved should be shifted to funding school libraries for the purchase of resources. The funds would still go to creators, but with access for students to more learning materials. Larry Kuehn, director, BCTF Research and Technology Division  Resources – Contact North publication, “The Perfect Storm: Canadian Copyright Law 2012.” contactnorth.ca/sites/default/files/pdf  – Michael Geist blog, www.michaelgeist.ca    Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/SD63Stellys,Stelly's Secondary (@SD63Stellys) | Twitter টুইটার অনুসন্ধান অনুসন্ধান টুইটার খুঁজুন সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ ভাষা : বাংলা. हिन्दी Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন টুইটার-এ নতুন ? আজই যোগদান করুন » সাইন ইন করুন ফোন, ইমেল বা ব্যবহারকারীর নাম পাসওয়ার্ড সাইন ইন আমাকে মনে রাখুন পাসওয়ার্ড ভুলে গেছেন? ইতিমধ্যে আপনি কি টেক্সট বার্তার মাধ্যমে টুইটার ব্যবহার করছেন? Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys টুইটসমূহ ২৮২ ফটো/ভিডিও ১০৪ অনুসরণ করছেন ৩৪ অনুসারীবৃন্দ ২০৯ প্রিয়সমূহ ১   আরো প্রিয়সমূহ তালিকাসমূহ সরব @SD63Stellys নীরব @SD63Stellys অনুসরণ অনুসরণ করা কর্মসমূহ:অনুসরণ না করা অবরুদ্ধ অবরোধ মুক্ত মুলতুবি বাতিল Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys Home of the Stingers Saanichton, BC, Canada stellys.sd63.bc.ca যোগ দিয়েছে এপ্রিল ২০১২ ১০৪ ফটো বা ভিডিওগুলো টুইটসমূহ টুইটসমূহ Tweets & replies Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys  ·  ৫ ঘন্টা #stellys clubs day tomorrow in the gym. Come check out what is happening and get involved. There is something for everyone. প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ০ retweet সমাদৃত পছন্দ ০ favorite আরো স্থাপিত টুইট East Saanich 2, British Columbia Stelly's Secondary retweeted Lori Lumley @TDRLori  ·  ২ অক্টোবর Thank you Stellys for your INCREDIBLE welcome and shout out to Student Leadership for huge donation. GO STINGERS! pic.twitter.com/JUxvcan6cL Tour de Rock, Victoria Police এবং Tina Pierik আরো ছবি ও ভিডিও দেখুন প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ২ retweets ২ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ৪ favorites ৪ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys  ·  ২ অক্টোবর Stelly's students line the halls for a parade of honour for the #tourderock riders. Thanks for… http://instagram.com/p/tqrZ3Iprov/  প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ২ retweets ২ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ৩ favorites ৩ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys  ·  ২ অক্টোবর RT @tpierik: Stelly's Tour de Rock mom! Proud kids! #stellys #tourderock #bced #sd63 pic.twitter.com/dqPDTMgm1z আরো ছবি ও ভিডিও দেখুন প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ০ retweet সমাদৃত পছন্দ ০ favorite আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys  ·  ২ অক্টোবর RT @tpierik: Welcome to Stelly's Tour de Rock! #stellys #sd63 #tourderock #bced pic.twitter.com/hmfiRTllZZ আরো ছবি ও ভিডিও দেখুন প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ০ retweet সমাদৃত পছন্দ ০ favorite আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys  ·  ২ অক্টোবর #stellys students and staff shaved heads to raise money for #tourderock & #copsforcancer Thanks for… http://instagram.com/p/tqKxejJrkz/  প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ০ retweet সমাদৃত পছন্দ ০ favorite আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys  ·  ২ অক্টোবর #stellys is proud to welcome #tourderock visit today. Meet the teacher tonite 6:30-8:00. Early closure today at 2:05. প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ১ retweet ১ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ১ favorite ১ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys  ·  ১ অক্টোবর RT @tpierik: Stelly's supporting Tour De Rock! #stellys #tourderock #sd63 pic.twitter.com/3PH2UO2qIv আরো ছবি ও ভিডিও দেখুন প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ০ retweet সমাদৃত পছন্দ ১ favorite ১ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys  ·  ১ অক্টোবর RT @tpierik: A big Stelly's Thank you to Studio 63 Stylists! #stellys #tourderock #sd63 pic.twitter.com/i3LMo5Ta4u আরো ছবি ও ভিডিও দেখুন প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ০ retweet সমাদৃত পছন্দ ১ favorite ১ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys  ·  ২৯ সেপ্টেম্বর Remember to bring in $2 for @CopsForCancer this week. #tourderock visits Thursday. #stellys staff head shaves fundraiser on wed প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ২ retweets ২ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ২ favorites ২ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys  ·  ২৬ সেপ্টেম্বর Happy Friday #Stellys! Have a great weekend. প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ০ retweet সমাদৃত পছন্দ ০ favorite আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys  ·  ২৪ সেপ্টেম্বর Regular wednesday schedule today and picture day! #stellys প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ০ retweet সমাদৃত পছন্দ ০ favorite আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys  ·  ২৩ সেপ্টেম্বর Sept. 24th is picture day at #stellys. Wait that’s TOMORROW!! #whatamigoingtowear #howismyhair প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ০ retweet সমাদৃত পছন্দ ০ favorite আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys  ·  ২৩ সেপ্টেম্বর Congrats to grade 10 student, Elena Moss who finished 7th at the #wych in New Caledonia, France. #stelly's pride! প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ৪ retweets ৪ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ৩ favorites ৩ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys  ·  ২৩ সেপ্টেম্বর 11s & 12s only today from 1205 - 305. Regular #stellys classes start Wednesday. প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ০ retweet সমাদৃত পছন্দ ০ favorite আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Stelly's Secondary retweeted SD63 Transportation @sd63bus  ·  ২২ সেপ্টেম্বর For Tuesday the 23rd. Elementary/Middle Schools, regular AM/PM schedules. Secondary's AM pickup between 11:20 and 11:58. Regular PM departs. প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ৩ retweets ৩ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ০ favorite আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys  ·  ২২ সেপ্টেম্বর Excited to meet and reunite with new and returning #stellys students today! Reminder only 9s and 10s today from 12:05 - 3:05 #sd63 প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ০ retweet সমাদৃত পছন্দ ০ favorite আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Stelly's Secondary retweeted SD63 Transportation @sd63bus  ·  ১৯ সেপ্টেম্বর All Secondary Schools for Mon the 22nd. AM pickup between 11:30 & 11:58. Departing from school at regular times. প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ৫ retweets ৫ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ০ favorite আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Stelly's Secondary @SD63Stellys  ·  ১৯ সেপ্টেম্বর Welcome back #stellys! We cant wait 2 see you! Monday Sept 22 Grade 9&10 only 12:05 to 3:05. Tuesday Sept 23 Grade 11&12 only 12:05 to 3:05 প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ২ retweets ২ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ০ favorite আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Stelly's Secondary retweeted SD 63 Saanich @sd63schools  ·  ১৯ সেপ্টেম্বর Welcome back #sd63 students and staff. Please check local #sd63 school websites about startup for students on Monday http://www.sd63.bc.ca/news/2014/09/welcome-back … প্রত্যুত্তর ০ reply পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত ৩ retweets ৩ সমাদৃত পছন্দ ০ favorite আরো স্থাপিত টুইট টুইটারের ধারণক্ষমতা বেশি হতে পারে অথবা একটি ক্ষণস্থায়ী হিক্কার সম্মুখীন হয়। আবার চেষ্টা করুন পরিদর্শন করুন টুইটারের অবস্থা আরও তথ্যের জন্য। বন্ধ Stelly's Secondary অনুসৃত Stelly's Secondary থেকে কোন আপডেট মিস্ করবেন না Saanichton, BC, Canada · পরিবর্তন © 2014 টুইটার সম্বন্ধে সহায়তা বিজ্ঞপ্তি তথ্য বন্ধ প্রবণতা ট্রেন্ডস আপনার জন্য উপযোগী। ট্রেন্ডের মাধ্যমে আপনি সহজেই আপনার আগ্রহের খবরাখবর পেতে পারছেন। আপনি কোথায় থাকেন এবং কাদের অনুসরণ করেন তার উপরে ভিত্তি করে ট্রেন্ড উপস্থাপিত করা হয়। পরিবর্তন উপযোগী করা ট্রেন্ডস রাখুন বিশ্বব্যাপী প্রবণতা পান সম্পন্ন খারিজ বন্ধ পূর্ববর্তী পরবর্তী বন্ধ একজন ব্যক্তির প্রোফাইলে যান সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ বন্ধ আপনার অনুসরণকারীদের এই পুনঃটুইটটি পাঠাবেন? বাতিল পুনঃটুইট বন্ধ আপনি কি নিশ্চিত যে এই টুইট মুছে দিতে চান? বাতিল মুছে ফেলুন বন্ধ রোধ করন বাতিল রোধ করন আপনার টুইটসমুহে একটি অবস্থান যুক্ত করুন যখন একটি অবস্থানের সঙ্গে আপনার টুইট করেন, টুইটার সেই অবস্থান সংরক্ষণ করে। প্রত্যেক টুইটের আগে আপনি আপনার অবস্থান চালু / বন্ধ করতে পারেন, এবং যে কোনও সময় আপনি আপনার অবস্থানের ইতিহাস মুছে ফেলতে পারেন। আরো জানুন অবস্থান চালু করুন এখন নয় স্থান বন্ধ করুন বন্ধ প্রোফাইল সারসংক্ষেপ বন্ধ আপনার তালিকাসমূহ বন্ধ একটি নতুন তালিকা তৈরি করুন নাম তালিকা বিবরণ 100 অক্ষরের কম, ঐচ্ছিক তালিকাসমূহ:গোপনীয়তা সাধারণ · যে কেউ এই তালিকা অনুসরণ করতে পারেন ব্যক্তিগত · শুধুমাত্র আপনিই এই তালিকায় প্রবেশ করতে পারবেন তালিকা সংরক্ষণ করুন বন্ধ বন্ধ এই টুইট স্থাপিত কর আপনার নীচের ওয়েবসাইটে কোডটি অনুলিপি দ্বারা এই টুইট যোগ করুন * আরও জানুন হুম, সার্ভারে পৌঁছনোর একটি সমস্যা ছিল। পরে আবার চেষ্টা করবেন? প্রকৃত টুইট অন্তর্ভুক্ত করুন অন্তর্ভুক্ত মিডিয়া প্রাকদর্শন বন্ধ টুইটারে নিবন্ধন করুন টুইটারে নেই? নিবন্ধন করুন, আপনির পছন্দের বিষয়গুলির সাথে যুক্ত হন, এবং তাদের বিষয়ে হালনাগাদ পান। একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন » বন্ধ দুটি উপায় (প্রেরণ এবং গ্রহণ) শর্ট কোড: দেশ কোড গ্রাহকদের জন্য মার্কিন যুক্তরাষ্ট্র 40404 (যে কোন) কানাডা 21212 (যে কোন) যুক্তরাজ্য 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM হাইতি 40404 Digicel, Voila আয়ারল্যান্ড 51210 Vodafone, O2 ভারত 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance ইন্দোনেশিয়া 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » অন্য দেশসমুহের এসএসএস সংক্ষিপ্ত কোড দেখুন বন্ধ নিশ্চিতকরণ)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Foster parents are ordinary people engaged in extraordinary acts of kindness. Join the team! http://t.co/6jUkcsOp6V" @Teresa_Wat - 04:31pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "Eid Mubarak to all those celebrating in BC!" @bcliberals - 06:52pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/local65/index.html,Home Website created and maintained by Janice Rowlings Cowichan District Teachers’ Association HomeForms & Documents Pro-DHealth & Wellness LinksCommunications           Contact Us                                    The Cowichan District Teachers’ Association (CDTA) represents teachers who work in 28 schools in School District #79 (excluding Lake Cowichan), serving approximately 8000 students. The objectives of the CDTA are: • to foster and promote the cause of public education. • to raise the status of the teaching profession. • to promote the professional development, working conditions and welfare of its CDTA members. • to represent its members and to regulate relations with their employer through collective bargaining of terms & conditions. • to organize and administer such activities and funds as will assist in providing the above objectives, in order to foster effective teaching and appropriate learning conditions as approved by our profession. The CDTA has members teaching students from a multitude of communities included in the Cowichan Valley Regional District, North Cowichan Municipality, the City of Duncan and First Nations communities: • Chemainus • Cobble Hill • Cowichan Bay • Cowichan Station • Cowichan Tribes • Crofton • Duncan • Glenora • Halalt • Lyackson • Malahat • Metis • Mill Bay • Penelakut • Saltair • Sahtlam • Shawnigan Lake • Stz’uminus • Thetis Island     Students from these communities represent a diverse and multi-ethnic population.   “[Kids] don't remember what you try to teach them. They remember what you are.” ― Jim Henson, It's Not Easy Being Green: And Other Things to Consider   The Cowichan District Teachers' Association is a local of the British Columbia Teachers' Federation. The BCTF is a democratically structured organization which was established in 1917. It is the union of professionals representing 41,000 public school teachers in the province of British Columbia, Canada. All public school teachers belong to the BCTF and their local Teachers' Association.   Visit the BCTF website: www.bctf.ca             #201 - 394 Duncan Street Duncan, BC  V9L 3W4 Cowichan Professional Building Phone 250-748-2251 Fax 250-748-5243 Email lp65@bctf.ca (local president) cowichandta@shaw.ca CDTA Calendar CDTA Executive   Staff Rep List   CDTA General Meeting Tuesday October 7, 2014, 3:45 p.m. Somenos Room, ISC)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7822&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 2, October 2004 First Nations literacy and community outreach project by Alison Dennis Although we extend invitations to school functions and events and request volunteer support, we see very few First Nations parents in our school (20 to 25% of the population at our school is First Nations). Further, on analyzing FSA, CAT, and report cards, we realized that the majority of our students struggling with literacy are First Nations. While we have had a functioning First Nations education program in our district for some years, we continue to notice a lack of inclusion of our First Nations parents and community members. We have two main goals: to develop and deliver a literacy program primarily to and for First Nations students and to design a system to improve the relationships between First Nations parents and school staff. Both of these goals were addressed last year, and we are working toward building cultural awareness in the staff and entire student body. Literacy project Our school has 300 students. I am learning resource teacher for intermediate high-incidence students. We created two groups of students, based on report-card marks, FSA tests and CAT tests, and included new referrals from teachers. The two groups were Grade 4/5 and 6/7. The 4/5 group had 13 students, and the 6/7 had 6. The primary goal was to improve reading skills. To do that, each of the students needed to feel better about school—most of them were also identified as having behaviour challenges at school. Many were showing a high likelihood to drop out of school in early secondary. The challenges included lack of homework completion, organizational deficits, overt/covert behaviours in class and on the playground, little or no contact with parents, low reading and writing skills, and emotional issues. To help the students feel more at ease with school and assignments, I used a fiction approach to literacy. I found (in basements of schools and old, musty book rooms) novels with First Nations themes. we purchased one small set of a B.C. novel, My Name Is Seepeetza, by Shirley Stirling, for the 6/7 group. Using these resources, I endeavored to immerse the children in a "First Nations Only" classroom, as far as resources were concerned. I also took some scary steps into discussing Aboriginal themes. The above-mentioned novel deals with the residential-school system. We had many long discussions and lectures about that part of Aboriginal/Canadian history. In that way, I attempted to honour the history and culture of the students. Further, homework was geared to things that the students could do with their parents. For example, in one story, we learned how the Lakota Sioux tanned hides. Students were asked to go home, ask about the Shuswap system, and report back to class. That enabled the students and families to utilize their knowledge base. Since last spring, we purchased $2,000 worth of First Nations titles, creating a library in our school of Aboriginal themes and authors. The money came from First Nations education targeted funding, through our director of student support services, Dr. Richard Zigler. We will use many of the books to teach the project this year, and we have class sets so classroom teachers can use the resources. We will also team teach the novels and stories, in keeping with the goal of increasing cultural awareness and knowledge. I used many more ideas and resources, and the students expressed great satisfaction with the materials; they read and read and read. They also wrote daily, practising proper paragraph structure, finally writing essays on their reading. Parent and band feedback has been very positive. That I am not of native ancestry has never been an issue. I do, however, have personal and educational experience with Aboriginal communities. Community outreach The second goal of the project was community outreach. As we know, students with involved parents achieve better at school. Thus, we need to bring in more parents, especially those of children who struggle. Therefore, we created community suppers, held on the reserve. The school-based team attended the first two suppers, and many of the school staff attended the last dinner with them. Under the theme "Bridging the Communities" (school and band), we created three dinners with distinct agendas. The band provided the food and encouraged its members to attend. Cultural awareness, sensitivity, and knowledge continued to build. At the suppers, merely by showing up, we demonstrated our desire and commitment to the First Nations community and students. We shared some of our concerns and needs with the community, and this year, we are seeking more input from the First Nations parents. We are developing creative ways to enable parents and community members to communicate with us, as we don’t feel the "stand up and speak" system is working for all the parents. We have developed a Parent Satisfaction Survey for the band parents, and we are working on some system for parents to drop ideas and concerns into a suggestion box. These are some of the things we are doing. The sky is the limit, if the desire is there. We have a dedicated staff at our school. Along with BCTF resources and our district’s commitment to Aboriginal education, we feel we can make a difference not only in the graduation rates for First Nations students in our community, but also in the general level of acceptance and comfort for all people who live here. The program would not have gotten off the ground without the fabulous support of Education Co-ordinator of the Spallumcheen Indian Band, Darrel Jones, our school-based team (Principal Rolf Dykstra, Vice-principal Doug Cumming, Learning Resource Teacher Shelly Ellis, and First Nations Teacher Counsellor Louise Dunstan). Alison Dennis teaches at M.V. Beattie Elementary School, Enderby.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/ResearchReports.aspx?id=5620,BCTF > 97tr01, Developing Pro-Active Research Roles For Teacher Unions  	BCTF Research Reports  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Publications > Research Reports BCTF Research Report Section XIV 97-TR-01 Developing Pro-Active Research Roles For Teacher Unions Introduction: Teacher Unions as Reactive Organizations Teacher unions have traditionally reacted to initiatives from governments or school boards rather than initiating inquiry into educational issues in order to influence educational change. By being predictably reactive, unions are often viewed as negative forces, critics of educational innovation with narrow vested interests to protect. While educational change initiatives are frequently child-centred, or at least claimed to be so, union reactions are too often portrayed as teacher-centred. An example to illustrate: during 1996 a Canadian provincial government promoted the development of Charter Schools. The story was covered in a TV national news broadcast. The coverage started with a young, middle-class mother who was enrolling her children in a charter school. She was articulate about educational issues and prepared to be active in supporting the charter school. The coverage showed her constantly on the move, busy and engaged in supporting her children's education. Following this segment was an interview with a union spokesperson. Seated behind a desk, this figure appeared bureaucratic, static, and resistant, and seemed to lose the case before a word was uttered. The viewer sensed instantly why she was there -- to oppose charter schools, which she proceeded to do. Her arguments against charter schools, while coherent and logical, somehow failed to make any headway against the earlier proponent. One analysis of this coverage could be that the media manipulated the image of the pro-active mother and the static, bureaucratic, and reactive union. Perhaps they did, or perhaps they reflected what existed. Whichever analysis of the media one prefers, the end result was typical of what happens to teacher unions when much educational change is proposed. We say no, and however well we argue the case it always looks like "big union" inertia and self-interest. We are perennially reactive, frequently negative, and we usually lose. Once changes are introduced that unions initially opposed, strategies developed by unions range from facilitation of teachers' work within the new framework by offering professional development, through a continuum of other strategies including diversion (where the original intent of the change is altered by practitioners), benign neglect, or active political opposition. Most of these strategies consume considerable union resources and time in various forms of a familiar, entrenched, and sometimes soporific series of exchanges between provincial governments and teacher unions. Key Imperatives for Teacher Unions to Address Issues Differently While I have few data to substantiate the following claims, I believe that there are three key imperatives that should motivate Canadian teacher unions to address educational issues differently: We are losing our ability to influence educational change with provincial governments and school boards. The more predictable our reactions to change initiatives become, the easier they can be factored in by governments and school boards. Once initiatives are operational, strident opposition leaves teacher unions vulnerable to accusations of sabotage, leaving them open to blame for any failure of the mandated innovation. We are losing the confidence of many parents and the public, not in terms of individual teachers' 'ability to teach', but in terms of teachers' collectively addressing structural educational change issues. Neither parents nor the public give much credibility to the media-reported statements of teacher union representatives, for predictable reasons: we appear (or are made to appear) stale, repetitive, and negative. It is difficult to find media coverage in 1996 that gives Canadian teacher unions a positive report on any major issue, reflecting the fact that the professional focus of teacher unions is not apparent to most parents or members of the public. Few governmental initiatives are research-based, with many being overtly ideologically driven (particularly in areas of governance) or economic in nature (e.g., year-round schools). By responding only in a political manner we lose an opportunity to focus parent and community attention on the frequently limited educational merits of proposals. Such a focus could be achieved through greater union engagement in inquiry and research. With the changing demographics of the teaching population, a new approach is crucial to engage younger teachers in the union movement. In British Columbia, the average age of teachers is 43. 17,000 teachers, almost 50% of the teaching population, will retire in the next ten years. In their place will be a new cohort of teachers, the first of which are already showing alarming disinterest in the activities of a union which they must join in order to work as a teacher. Younger teachers are minimally engaged in union activities, which currently are the domain of an older group with long memories of many bitter struggles to gain rights and conditions. To many younger teachers, such history appears as relevant as the second world war to a teenager. The dichotomy between this older activist group and younger more apathetic members spells danger for the future cohesion and strength of teacher unions. Two factors may account for the alienation of younger teachers from teacher unions: the perception of younger teachers that teacher unions reflect entrenched positions/ thinking, and the view that the union's professional focus is token when compared to what is perceived to be the significant focus on bargaining issues. In all three cases, the limited professional focus of teacher unions appears to be a factor in the limited success of teacher unions' external influence and internal communication. Improving teacher unions' professional focus through inquiry and research can be utilized as a strategy to improve influence and communications. Developing a new research role for teacher unions is therefore aimed at better influencing educational change issues, gaining the confidence of parents and public in terms of how teacher unions address educational issues, and expanding the professional role of teacher unions through collaborative inquiry, thereby engaging more members in union activities which have a professional orientation. Current Teacher Union Attitudes Towards Research Teacher unions' efforts to undertake professionally-oriented research have historically been limited. Such limited prioritization perhaps reflects a view that research is not "union business"; that research belongs in a university. There may be an element of anti-academic bias in teacher unions, a (sometimes justified) suspicion of the academic, and the limits of academic analysis to practice in classrooms. Such views, however, represent a stereotypical perspective of what research might be, focusing on limits rather than possibilities. Teacher unions have always professed their professional as well as their bargaining orientation. The dichotomy of whether a teacher union is essentially "professional" or "industrial" appears a perennial debate, as discussed in Lois Weiner's (1992) paper on Margaret Haley's 1904 speech to the National Education Association, in which Haley promoted the concept that teachers need to be organized both as unionists and intellectuals. The dichotomy was similarly addressed by Darling-Hammond (1992) who argued for teacher unions with a better balance between the inherent responsibilities to protect members and the long-term responsibility to advance the profession. Kerchner and Caufman (1995) argue that current conditions and laws mean that teachers are still subject to coercion and exploitation, and that teachers' "professional definition" cannot progress within existing external constraints, which force a focus on economic and work conditions at the expense of professional focus. Put another way, the greater pressure is put on a teacher union by employers, governments and pressure groups, the less likelihood that resources for research will veer from the traditional industrial model of defence towards inquiry into professional issues. Should anyone doubt that such pressure is alive and well today, the February 12, 1997, "Report on Educational Research" (p. 4) reported a meeting at the Alexis de Tocqueville Institution where American teacher unions were described as "our evil empire" and where one speaker claimed that the: "blame for the low opinion of education can be laid at teacher unions' doorstep, with their reputation for militant strike tactics, partisan politics and stances on controversial social issues." With diatribes and rhetoric of that calibre, it comes as no surprise that there exists a necessary stress on research which allows teacher unions to defend their organizations against such attacks. The NEA's (1995-96) Handbook stated that: "NEA Research collects and analyzes data in support of NEA's strategic objectives and provides information and technical services for national, state, and local programs." This appears to represent a traditional union approach where research is tied to organizational priorities -- in this case strategic planning, employee advocacy, wages, and benefits. Such research will always be a part of teacher unions, and rightly so. But it should be part of a dual focus of teacher unions' research efforts, alongside research into educational issues and educational change. There exists some evidence of direct teacher union interest and involvement in professionally-oriented research. Rauth et al's (1982) Executive Summary of the American Federation of Teachers (AFT) "Research and Dissemination Program" described the union's efforts to connect teachers with research through problem-solving and discussion group approaches. This approach creditably promoted a connection with research, in which practitioners "learned" from research, perhaps unwittingly promoting a sense of hierarchy in which research seemed to be placed above practice. The AFT's "Thinking Mathematics" collaboration represented a shift towards a more equal relationship between teachers and researchers. While the 1982 program appeared to imply that practice and practitioners be "guided" by research and researchers, the 1993 project led to a conceptualization of guiding principles based on an equitable relationship between practitioners and researchers. In Canada, two provincial unions with established professionally-oriented research capacity are in B.C. and Saskatchewan, both provinces with governments which are at present more sympathetic to teacher unions than any other provincial governments. The Saskatchewan Teachers' Association's (STA) "Dr. Stirling McDowell Foundation for Research into Teaching" provides funding for teachers to conduct research. In their (1996) "Learning From Practice: A Bulletin of Teacher Research," the STA reports: "In just three years, teachers and others, with the assistance of the McDowell Foundation, have created an impressive body of research into teaching and learning. They have undertaken projects in such areas as violence, literacy, Aboriginal and cross-cultural education, gender equity, the environment, the attitudes and behaviour of students, children with special needs, the structure and processes of the school itself, and new instructional processes for various subjects and age groups. The results indicate that the McDowell Foundation is meeting its goal of assisting teachers to tackle through research a wide range of issues of importance in education." It can be argued from the available evidence that teacher unions see their primary research role as one which defends or improves members' working conditions. But in politicized educational environments, teachers' working conditions and professional lives are seriously impacted by educational change initiatives mandated by governments. The case for developing inquiry-oriented approaches to educational change initiatives is therefore of fundamental importance. Such an approach not only maintains a teacher union's professional focus but also attempts to ensure that change initiatives are both educationally focused and manageable. Examples of the British Columbia Teachers' Federation (BCTF) research initiatives are shared below, so they are not described here. New Directions: Concepts and Strategies for Teacher Unions to Utilize in a Research and Inquiry 1 Approach The approach is both conceptual and strategic: conceptual in that what is proposed necessitates a new way of thinking, and strategic in the need to carry this new way of thinking into ever-shifting educational change environments where change is initiated by governments, influenced by motivated pressure groups, and scrutinized by media generally unsympathetic to teacher unions. This section outlines the six components of a conceptual and strategic framework for unions to consider, and describes how several examples of inquiry provide illustrations of this framework, including a series of Case Studies and the union's inquiry into the issue of year-round schools. Identifying principles against which educational change might be considered. Such principles include clear benefits for students such as improved learning, manageability for teachers, and the promotion of equity. There is nothing contradictory in these concepts, yet some would argue that a number of recent change proposals fail to take much notice of any such principles. Unions could be central in refocusing debate so that issues of improved learning, equity, and manageability are stressed during debate. Teacher unions should offer leadership which reflects principles, and should argue against practices that do not reflect stated principles. The identification and adherence to a principled stance would also help to focus internal debate and to construct a platform from which teacher unions could engage in media and public discussion. Conceptualizing issues by considering the philosophical perspective reflected in an educational change proposal. This involves stepping back from the immediacy of the current change initiative and asking what such an initiative reflects. 'Year 2000' (an educational reform introduced, implemented, and subsequently scrapped in B.C.) reflected a constructivist philosophy. Consideration of the philosophy engaged many teachers, especially at the elementary level, who found constructivism close to their preferred philosophy of teaching. Such teachers became enthusiastic about the innovation because they were comfortable and aligned with its philosophical origins. A more recent B.C. curriculum development and implementation process reflects a different philosophical perspective -- closer to an "additive" model, where it is assumed that knowledge and skills can be broken down into units that can be learned separately and sequentially. This model faces some resistance by the same teachers. By conceptualizing issues we can put change in context. Such context facilitates reflection and discussion, and is of utility to teachers who can then consider where their teaching "fits" within such context -- where there is a close match and where there is disparity. It also allows for a consideration of proposals within ideological and political contexts, and for balancing and weighting of philosophy, ideology, and politics within the individual teacher, between peers, and within the proposed change. We also need to differentiate between teachers' engaging in debate concerning philosophy, and blocking implementation. Teachers might engage in a constructive critique of a philosophical concept while adapting such a concept through active involvement in implementation. In this way we "torque" areas such as curriculum and assessment until the implementation more closely matches the philosophy of the implementing teachers. Refining and redefining is a valid part of an inquiry process and a natural part of effective implementation processes. Recognizing complexity and avoiding simplistic reactions. Teachers have many differing views on a wide range of educational issues. Because teacher unions do not want to expose such differences, we often produce simplistic responses to complex issues. We offer responses which aim to please everybody within the membership, but which become bland and ineffective responses. It would be better to recognize differences and divisions at least internally, and engage in constructive debate. How differently might an issue be regarded between secondary and elementary teachers? Between teachers in different subject areas? How can we validate differences in developing more sophisticated responses? We need varied and innovative methods of engaging more members in the discussion, and of being open and understanding about differences. But recognizing such differences does not mean that any practice is acceptable -- hence the need for principles. It is even more important to offer leadership where there are differences between members than when a consensus exists. Such leadership is particularly important if teacher unions want to gain or maintain the respect of its members. Recognizing workload issues, both within the union and for teachers and develop more flexible member involvement. Do teacher unions have the internal capacity to develop a dialogue with members and to provide a respected response to government/school board initiatives? Too often we fail to recognize workload issues, and that both union staff and teachers may be carrying a heavy load. However, in some cases, teacher unions may have limited priorities for teacher release time related to addressing professional issues, and such priorities might be reconsidered. More flexible release time for teachers to co-ordinate union inquiry/research into an issue would reduce central office staff workload, bring more practitioners into the inquiry process, and increase and improve the level of debate on educational change. Current union strategies have alienated some members who are powerful change agents but who are not interested in how teacher unions have traditionally addressed educational change. Such members often prefer to work outside union structures. Unions should aim to involve such members as a key part of developing strategy. Redesigning internal structures and networks to be strategically effective. What are we aiming to do in a research/inquiry process? How will this be done? Why? Who will do it? Developing cohesive strategy has not been the hallmark of teacher unions in addressing educational change, and because we have shown little strategic sense we are usually out-manoeuvered, or our views discounted. One way of responding to change is to be selective, to decide on what is important. Alternatively we might assess what we can influence and what we cannot, thereby avoiding wasting time and resources in fighting what we cannot change. A more promising long-term strategy is to alter the nature of educational change to genuine collaboration at the formative level rather than being merely reactive after the event. There are some signs that this is already happening, albeit in isolated situations, as discussed on page 13 in the example of a district review of Special Education. Electronic communication might also play a significant part in improved structures and networks. Examples of promoting inquiry and communication through electronic communication are provided on page 11. Building external partnerships based on principled agreement and common interest. Teacher unions might consider forming more partnerships with groups such as district staff, school-based administrators (where not part of the union), trustees, university faculty, and others to address educational change issues. There are some promising starting points for such collaborations, but they could be greatly expanded. One example is provided on page 13. Another way of building coalitions is to agree on shared principles. Such partnerships or coalitions might be more effective in influencing change when common views are presented. To build such partnerships may be a slow process and to some extent requires the changing of organizational mindsets, but it could pay off by reducing workload and by building stronger and more influential strategic coalitions. The Intended Effects of Using the New Framework Utilization of the framework shifts a teacher union from immediate reaction to longer-term inquiry and collaboration. This achieves four intended effects: By shifting to the inquiry mode, the union avoids making immediate responses which are negatively portrayed and which subsequently hamper the union's credibility and influence in discussions and decision-making. The union itself becomes more "professional," in that it initiates research to further understanding, instead of stating an immediate reaction which stifles exploration. Communication with members is significantly improved as they become involved in the inquiry and as they read or hear of its progress. Parents and community develop a better respect for the union as they observe union-sponsored research which encourages community participation. Teachers involved in research develop increased respect for the issues facing parents and community. The Conceptual and Strategic Framework in Practice Case Study Research The Research Department of the British Columbia Teachers' Federation has sponsored a number of Case Study projects which have focused on two areas: the integration of students with special needs Staff Committees, a method of increasing teachers' roles in school governance. The products of this project were two series of Case Studies, in both elementary and secondary schools, in inner-city, suburban, and rural sites. In each area, a similar design process was developed: Initial research design published by the Research Department of the union, with an invitation for teachers to apply to participate either as site proponents or as teacher researchers. Teachers selected and trained in Case Study methods. Data collection priorities adapted after teacher input. Teachers initiate data collection. Research staff provide support through this and every stage of the project. Teachers and research staff meet to discuss analysis and reporting. Teachers produce reports, with content and style editing by research staff. Final control over content is in the hands of teachers. Union Graphics Department staff desktop publish reports. Case Study reports are printed and sold through union's resource distribution centre. The Staff Committee papers are published in hard copy as Research Reports and distributed to all local teacher association offices. In terms of the integration Case Studies, the response of union members, parents, school district staff, and government staff has been very positive. Educators see the studies as practical guides written by peers. For the authors, the experience of conducting research with support and time was seen to be a rewarding professional experience. That such an experience originated within their union was seen by the researchers and by other teachers as both an innovative yet appropriate role for the union's Research Department. One local college with a respected training program for teacher assistants lists the Case Studies as required reading for their trainees. The Staff Committee Case Studies, only recently published, offer descriptions of school governance where such committees exist. With a variety of styles, the studies offer ideas on structures, processes, and roles which make teachers' Staff Committees successful. Every teacher association in the province will receive copies of the studies, attractively produced and bound, and the studies will form the basis of further training for teachers interested in establishing Staff Committees in their schools. Click here for extracts from a Staff Committee Case Study report. The Year-Round School project The piloting of inquiry into year-round schools was a government initiative intending to address the problems caused by rapidly-increasing enrolment in a time of fiscal constraint. Seven school districts were given funding to consider the issue of whether they might develop year-round schools. The project posed a dilemma for the teacher union, which had existing policy opposing multi-track year-round schools "on the evidence to date." How should the union address the issue? After internal debate, an inquiry-oriented approach was decided, in which the policy position was effectively put on hold and an extensive inquiry process was initiated. This consisted of: Conducting extensive literature searches, collecting hard copy reports, and producing a database of research and other information relevant to year-round schools. Contacting teachers in schools where pilots projects were being considered, and the local unions representing all teachers in the school district. Meetings were convened to ascertain teachers' and local union data and research needs. Differences between site-level and teacher-union perspectives were explored. Finding and providing information on request from either individual teachers or from local unions. Writing research reports on issues of prevalence, cost-effectiveness, and educational achievement. Offering to share all data and analysis with district staff and parents. Making presentations on request to local "inquiry groups," most of which were collaborative groups of teachers, non-teaching staff, administrators, and parents. Supporting district-based research efforts at the request of teachers and others at the local level. Participating in year-round school conference planning with local universities, district, and ministry staff. During the pilot project it became clear that the union was playing a lead role in inquiry. The extensive collection of existing research facilitated the inquiry of the district collaborative groups but also allowed discussion, analysis, and reporting from a research-based stance. One interesting area of discussion focused on the principle of equity. Did the proposal to have year-round schools in areas of high growth reduce equity by establishing two types of schools, one in areas where there was little population growth, and another in the high-growth areas? Such discussion was prompted in part by the discovery that many year-round schools in the USA were in low socio-economic areas. Teachers involved in the project at the school and district level could access union-collected materials with ease and use them in their own analyses, which in turn became part of the data bank of research stored in hard copy and electronically at the union office. Conceptually, the union was seen to be "doing things differently" by engaging in the projects in ways that were based on sound research processes and in "talking through" the issue without adhering to a rigid policy position that effectively pre-empted discussion. Operationally, the union was seen to have developed effective and open processes for communication and dialogue. When year-round schools were largely rejected by school districts, it was because the inquiry process had found the concept wanting, and the union's role in positive, critical inquiry was generally welcomed by members and respected by parents, school district staff, and others engaged in the process. Promoting inquiry utilizing electronic communication The B.C. Teachers' Federation has extensively-developed electronic communications. All teacher associations have e-mail and Internet access provided by the union. There are several mailing lists and a union web site (http://www.bctf.ca/), with a wide range of information about the union, and a number of its publications and reports accessible. To facilitate teacher inquiry, the web site includes: The "Teacher Inquirer," a small scale e-zine which publishes some local teacher research. The "Inquirer" format is a spoof on the "National Inquirer," with headlines such as "Burnaby teachers storm the Big Apple!" (when a collaborative teacher research group presented at AERA in New York). The lighter side of the "Inquirer" has photographs and/or comic-style graphics, but a teacher research report is also featured in each edition. The "Inquirer" is a fledgling enterprise, with four issues to date. An ESL home page, which includes three data bases with about 800 entries to date covering Learning Resources (materials to use in classrooms), Cultural and Anti-Racist information (with particular reference to the cultural composition of the province), and Parent Communication (materials translated into a number of languages). A proposal to facilitate inquiry through mailing lists. One mailing list, for teacher union presidents, is currently widely used by participants to pose questions of other presidents. Topics range, but focus on issues of concern, both contractual and professional. An example might be whether any research has been conducted in district X on the issue of violence in schools. One participant submits the question to all the other presidents, but at present replies go only to the person posting the question. Facilitating inquiry through the mailing list would involve union research staff in a form of electronic collating of responses, so that all input to the given issue is available to any teacher/teacher union researcher. It's an easy and relatively painless way to collect province-wide data, provide local information, and save members' time. The BCTF "Program for Quality Teaching" This program, offered through the union's Professional Development Division, offers training in peer consultation and teacher research in support of teachers' critical inquiry of practice: "The 'Program For Quality Teaching' provides teachers, through the process of peer consultation and collaboration, a framework within which they, as practitioners, can engage in critical inquiry of their own and each other's professional practices -- thus changing fundamentally the basis on which changes occur in teaching. Often we seek educational change by raising the latest "innovation" flag with little time given to practitioners for critical assessment and integration." (Program for Quality Teaching, 1993) A group of teachers and union staff design and lead the training sessions, and the group meets with teacher researchers to offer support and advice on projects as they evolve. Initial training includes: different approaches to classroom research, writing skills, problem-solving, ethics/ protocols, and support systems. Collaborative research with teacher locals and with school districts In School District #42, Maple Ridge, there exists a collaborative relationship between the district and the teacher association, with time release for teacher research sponsored by the district and with some training for the researchers provided by the central union's "Program For Quality Teaching." In addition, the local teachers' association recently initiated, with full district support, a review of Special Education in the district. The review consisted of a survey in which responses were collected from teachers, administrators, and support workers to a wide range of questions ranging from attitudes about inclusion to specific areas of success or concern. This was followed by Focus Groups in all schools in which qualitative data identified key themes and issues which teachers and others wished to address. Following the Focus Groups, a district-wide professional development day took place in which educators and support workers provided input to action plans for the future development of special education in the district. The Maple Ridge Special Education Review is significant in three ways: It demonstrates high levels of collaboration and trust between district and union to promote inquiry. It reflects sophisticated union research capacity at the local level. It models effective collaboration between local and central union researchers. The central union research staff provided training for Focus Group facilitators and acted as a "critical friend" to the local union's primary research role, as well as funding teachers' release time so that teachers could write reports of the research. In this project the central union was therefore responsive to local research. The growing confidence and capacity of local teacher associations to conduct inquiry will allow for a new, facilitative role for the central union's research staff in support of local teacher association inquiry efforts. Collaborations with external agencies Occasionally issues emerge which a central organization can recognize as significant because of the prevalence of calls or concerns from a range of members. Secondary school scheduling was such a recent issue. With the emergence of the Copernican timetable system and growth of the semester system, there have been concerns expressed in areas as diverse as effects on teachers' professional lives and limited preparation time. To promote inquiry on this issue the Research Department planned a conference with the University of British Columbia's Continuing Professional Education Department. Teachers, union presidents, school administrators, and ministry staff made presentations and facilitated discussion. Prior to the conference, union research staff produced a binder of research, including a local materials annotated bibliography, ERIC searches, a bibliography of relevant web sites, and a number of key papers on pertinent issues. At the conference, participants were able to access bookmarked web sites related to scheduling. Our intention was to promote collegial conversations across organizational boundaries and to facilitate inquiry through the preparation of the binders and access to the web sites. A future role for the union's research staff may be to identify a current "hot issue" in education and to collaboratively design an inquiry-oriented annual conference addressing the issue, thereby promoting dialogue and professional conversation. Support for individual teacher research projects and small networks One example of this occurred when a teacher interested in conducting research into the issue of how teachers might support parents to improve children's reading approached the Research Staff of the BCTF for support, which was provided. Such support included critiquing of drafts and publishing the first completed report on our electronic teacher research journal, the "Teacher Inquirer." Subsequent presentations of the teacher's work led to the formation of a small but growing network of parents and teachers interested in promoting teacher-parent collaboration in support of literacy, particularly in a multicultural environment. The next step for the network is a workshop for other parents and teachers on strategies that have worked for members of the network. Support from the Research Department of the union is being provided to this network on an on-going basis. This kind of support is low-key and facilitative. It maintains the control of projects by those who initiated them, but fosters success by providing teacher release time, a place to meet, some word-processing services, and whatever help is needed to complete the research. The teacher research project in Assessment In sponsoring this teacher research project, the BCTF Research Department wanted to consider teachers' current assessment practices in the context of mandated changes in reporting. The results of this inquiry are intended to promote professional conversation about assessment and reporting. Grants for release time of up to five days were available. Teachers from both elementary and secondary school were encouraged to apply for the grants. The teacher researchers were selected and invited to a one-day seminar at the BCTF to consider teacher research methods and issues and to share ideas for their projects. It was hoped that this meeting might encourage a dialogue between researchers during the project. Other than the projects being on the theme of assessment, there was no control by the union in terms of content or process. The project was intended to encourage professional reflection on practice, and to share the results of such reflections with a wider audience of teachers. Each participant was required to contribute a paper towards a publication on assessment practices. The papers have been published by the BCTF and distributed to all teacher associations. Professional development sessions featuring roundtable sharing of the key themes addressed in this research are currently being planned. Conclusion While most of the research which reflects the conceptual and strategic framework was initiated at the central union level, the framework was far from clear at the outset. Sensing that many current union strategies could be more effective, the union's Research Department wanted to address some issues in different ways in order to be more effective and more relevant to our members. The defining and clarification of both concepts and strategies has evolved and become clearer over time. It has been substantially influenced by the input of teachers participating in projects. Communication within the union has increased, engaging both union staff and teachers in a deeper consideration of issues through inquiry. Dialogue with other educators and with parents has also been improved. This paper defines both concepts and strategies, and attempts to describe an evolving teacher union approach to addressing educational issues and educational change. The ideas in this paper share some of the philosophy of the "Teacher Union Reform Network" 2, whose website report "Transforming Teacher Unions to Become Agents of Reform" states: "Including the unions as partners in transforming public education is essential to achieving the ultimate goal of improving student learning. Progressive union leaders have begun to recognize that fundamental cultural change in their own organizations is a precondition to broader reforms that will culminate in better education for students. Just as industrial trade unions have recently begun to discover, rapid and unpredictable changes in the environment now demand the rethinking of the roles and structures of unions." I have stressed the need for teacher unions to provide a more significant focus on professional issues and to utilize collaborative inquiry approaches as a means to this end. Teacher unions may or may not choose to shift resources and philosophies to greater inquiry and research. But there are imperatives to do so, from the interest of teachers for a more relevant professional focus in their union, to the need to more effectively engage in educational change issues. Regardless of future policy shifts, this paper attempts to demonstrate that it is possible for a teacher union to engage in inquiry and research with limited resources. Charlie Naylor BCTF Research ________________________ 1. I use the terms "research" and "inquiry" to convey both a traditional methodology with some sense of academic rigour (research); and to convey a sense of investigation and questioning which may utilize processes more empathic to teachers (inquiry). Neither term is exclusive, nor does either imply superiority. Teachers can and do engage in both, and so should teacher unions, depending on the issue. 2. URL for the Teacher Union Reform Network is: http://gseis.ucla.edu/turn/turn.html References Darling-Hammond, Linda, et al (1992). Excellence in Teacher Education: Helping Teachers Develop Learner-Centered Schools. NEA, Washington DC. Gill, Alice J. (1993). Thinking Mathematics. Educational Leadership, vol. 50 no. 6, pp. 40-41. Kerchner, Charles Taylor, Caufman, Krista D. (1995). Lurching Towards Professionalism: The Saga of Teacher Unions. Elementary School Journal, vol. 96 no.1, pp. 107-122. Rauth, Marilyn, et al (1982). American Federation of Teachers Educational Research and Dissemination Program. Executive Summary. AFT, Washington, DC. Saskatchewan Teachers' Federation (November, 1996). Learning From Experience: A Bulletin of Teacher Research, vol. 1 no. 2. Weiner, Lois (1992). Teacher Unions and Professional Organization: Re-examining Margaret Haley's Counsel on Councils. About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/local20/sitefiles/AdultInteractions.htm,KCTU Web Be careful out there. Everyone is watching you. Home Links SD20 BCTF MOE Executive President's Page Executive School Reps News Newsletter Notices Educational Issues FSA 21st Century Learning Adult Interactions BCeSIS Review Info Save Our Rivers PRO D Upcoming Events Calendar April 2011 May 2011 Teachers TT0C SD20 TTOC WIKI Retirees Anouncements Services Documents EFAP Bursaries Policy on Adult Interactions with Children First step is to go read this policy on SD20 Website http://www.sd20.bc.ca/section-4-staff/articles/id-48-expectations-for-adults-interacting-with-students.html Have a look at how far we have come. - RULES FOR FEMALE TEACHERS - (CIRCA 1915) 1. You will not keep company with married men. 2. You will not marry during the term of contract. 3. You must be home between the hours of 8 pm and 6 am. 4. You must not loiter downtown in any of the ice cream stores. 5. You may not travel beyond the city limits unless you have the permission of the chairman of the board. 6. You may not ride in a carriage or automobile with any man unless it be your father or your brother. 7. You may not smoke cigarettes. 8. You may not dress in bright colors, and you may not under any circumstances dye your hair. 9. You must wear at least two petticoats, and your dresses may not be shorter than 2 inches above your ankles. 10. You must keep the school neat and clean, sweep the floor at least once daily, and scrub the floor at least once a week with hot, soapy water. 11. You must clean the blackboards once a day, and start the fire at 7 am so the room will be warm at 8 am. Source: “Rules for 1915 Female Teachers” (Reprinted, from “The Nebraska Farmer, September 1999).   - RULES FOR 21st CENTURY TEACHERS - (CIRCA 2015) 1. You will not keep company with anyone who may be a negative influence on children or is listed on the Ministry and/or Board of Education’s “Potential Negative Influence on Children Lists”. 2. You will not exhibit any signs of affection in public that may be construed as “sexual” by anyone. 3. You will maintain “reasonable hours” in your private life to avoid any perception by anyone, that you may be involved in some illicit nocturnal activity. 4. You must not frequent casinos, strip clubs, sex shops, “X”-rated movies, stores selling drug paraphernalia, and/or any other establishments that may be perceived as illicit, by anyone. 5. You may not travel to any jurisdiction that does not adhere to the rules for teachers contained herein without application to and the written approval of the Board of Education. 6. You may not ride in any conveyance accompanied by any children, without Board of Education approval, to avoid perceptions of you as having a potential inappropriate interest in children. 7. You may not smoke cigarettes or drink alcohol in public or in front of any child at any time. 8. You may not wear suggestive clothing, or any other clothing that the Board of Education deems inappropriate, in public, or in front of any child. 9. You may not expose any part of your body that the Board of Education deems inappropriate. 10. You must maintain a weight no more or less than 10% of the “Weight Standards for Exemplary 21st Century Teachers” set by the Ministry of Education, to ensure that you are modelling appropriate weight for children. 11. You must model sanitary behaviour and excellent dental and other personal hygiene at all times and maintain a hairstyle that is on the Ministry of Education’s approved “Hairstyles for Exemplary 21st Century Teachers” list. 12. You must ensure that your students’ “safety and well-being” always comes first and always before your personal “safety and well-being”. 13. You may not possess any books or digital media other than those that appear on the Ministry of Education’s list of “Approved Books and Digital Media for Exemplary 21st Century Teachers” or have any contact with students on any social networking site. 14. You must not utter any form of profanity or use any other vocabulary deemed inappropriate by the Board and/or the Ministry of Education, in front of anyone. 15. You will begin every class by audibly reciting “Children are First” three times in front of your students. Violation of any of the above rules will result in discipline, up to and including summary dismissal. Source: (2015, September). “Rules for 21st Century Teachers” (Reprinted, with permission, from “The Exemplary 21st Century Teacher”, September 2015).   Copyright 2009 KCTU. All Rights Reserved. This menu requires JavaScript in order to be properly displayed. Viewing requirements can be found at Extend Studio (Flash components and extensions, Dreamweaver extensions, Tools for web design and development))
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=31562,BCTF News Releases  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources   For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development News Release Archives 2014  2013  2012    2011 2010  2009  2008 2007  2006  Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2014 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  January 8, 2014 Class composition in BC worse than ever  Data on BC’s education system released by the government shows our province’s class composition is worse than ever before, said BCTF President Jim Iker. There are over 16,000 classes with four or more children with special needs. “BC teachers fully support including all students, like those with special needs, in our classrooms, but 12 years of cutbacks have meant those kids are not getting the support they need,” said Iker. “Ever since the BC Liberal government stripped our collective agreement in 2002, learning conditions for all students have deteriorated. We see the results today because more teachers than ever before are dealing with overly complex classrooms without the support of specialist teachers to support students.” The data released by the Ministry of Education shows there are 16,163 classes with four or more students with special needs. That represents one in four of all classes in BC. In addition, a staggering 3,875 classes have seven or more children with special needs in them. The data also highlights concerns with the support available for English Language Learners (ELL) formerly known as ESL in BC. There are 4,636 classes with seven or more English Language Learners (ELL). Within that total are 1,956 Kindergarten to Grade 3 classes with seven or more English Language Learners. “Class composition is one of the most important aspects in education,” said Iker. “An overly complex class puts immense pressure on the teacher to meet the needs of all students. As teachers, we fully support and embrace diversity in learning styles and needs in our classrooms, but we can only do so much without extra support before students lose out.” Iker also pointed out that the worsening of class composition year-over-year has coincided with dramatic cuts to learning specialist teachers. For example, since 2002 BC has lost approximately 700 special education teachers and over 300 English Language Learner teachers. Furthermore, BC has the worst student-educator ratio in Canada and funds education $1,000 less per student than the national average. “BC teachers are among the best in the world, but this government is making it harder for them to do their jobs and harder for students to get the education they deserve,” said Iker. “It’s time for government to step up, correct their past mistakes, and address BC’s worsening class composition.”  Click here to view the Class composition chart. -  30  - For more information, contact Rich Overgaard, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell). Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=17104,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2008 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 3, November 2008  My teaching took off sideways By Charlie Naylor The Livingstone Elementary teacher-inquiry group Livingstone Elementary School in Vancouver is the site of a teacher-inquiry project supported by BCTF Research, UBC, and the Vancouver School Board. Last year, a group of teachers from the school, the school principal, and one teacher from Strathcona Elementary School, participated in the group. Their focus was on the use of interactive whiteboards (Smartboards), and how these impact teaching and learning. Connected to a computer and a projector, the Smartboard projects images onto a large touch-sensitive screen, and can be operated through a keyboard or using a special pen directly on the screen. The inquiry group met monthly, with individuals or groups looking at different areas of practice, including the use of video and still images, Internet access, student engagement, the changing nature of preparation time, new pedagogical approaches, the use of colour, and collaboration among teachers. A wiki was created, with each inquiry team within the group having its own page. The wiki was also used to draft a paper that several teachers presented at the Canadian Society for Studies in Education (CSSE) conference at UBC in early June 2008. There were many rich and varied conversations that occurred during the inquiry-group meetings. One teacher said: “I find the Smartboard meetings also very powerful in that after we have spent time sharing information and catching up on what has happened, then the ball starts rolling on what is occurring in the classroom, and an idea gets kicked around and builds and grows.” Between meetings, some of the teachers in the group met with UBC faculty Gaalen Erickson, Tony Clarke, UBC graduate student Brenda Lim Fong, or BCTF Research staffer Charlie Naylor to plan and discuss their inquiry. In some cases, the teachers observed each others’ classes, then discussed their observations, linking their discussion to their inquiry theme and often describing their progress on the wiki. One teacher commented on her wiki page: “Smartboards, in addition to helping students, are a fabulous tool for teachers. We are able to address the teachable moment instantly. Whether we use images from the gallery, Internet sites, or audio files, we are able to answer and expand upon the students' questions and concerns. In the past, many opportunities were missed because we didn't have a book, poster, or song to show as an example. The access to information allows us to tackle more sophisticated topics in our class. The critical issues are introduced through text but brought to life with SB.” Members of the group found evidence that the use of the Smartboards improved student engagement, as one teacher commented on her wiki page: “We feel that the Smartboard (SB) enhanced the students’ learning in several ways. Students, and struggling students, in particular seem to take risks. The use of SB technology in daily lessons seems to increase their confidence in volunteering answers, oral presentations, and research skills. Many who would never get up in front of the class now volunteer to use the SB technology to showcase their understanding. There seems to be a willingness to make mistakes and not feel ashamed.” The inquiry group reflects a form of professional learning community with rich conversations, and the extension and probing of thinking in professional discourse at each meeting. The meetings reflected an existing sense of community within the school but extended it by providing space, time, facilitation, and food, all of which combined to allow for the development of community with a unifying focus but allowing for a diverse range of individual or group inquiry interests. The project will continue in the new school year, and teachers in the group will likely decide either to continue their areas of focus or to consider new themes and directions. An electronic version of the paper presented at CSSE (My teaching took off sideways: The unexpected impact of SMARTBoards and the emergence of a professional learning community within an elementary school) can be obtained on request by e-mailing: afield@bctf.ca. Project participants: David Brook, Laurie Cassie, Heidi Cyr, Monica Fong, Rebecca Robins, Dorothy Watkins, Sylvia Zubke, David Livingstone Elementary School, Vancouver Gina Wong, Strathcona Elementary School, Vancouver Gaalen Erickson, Tony Clarke, Brenda Lim-Fong, UBC Charlie Naylor, BCTF Research Charlie Naylor is a researcher in the BCTF’s Research and Technology Division. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx,BCTF News Releases  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources   For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development News Release Archives 2014  2013  2012    2011 2010  2009  2008 2007  2006  Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2014 Archives BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  September 18, 2014 BC teachers ratify agreement, end strike Members of the BC Teachers’ Federation have voted to ratify the agreement-in-committee reached on Tuesday, September 16, 2014, with the government’s bargaining agent, the BC Public School Employers’ Association. In a province-wide vote conducted on September 18, a total of 31,741 teachers cast ballots and 27,275 voted yes, 86%. “We all know this deal isn’t perfect, but it provides some gains for teachers, protects our Charter Rights, and increases support for students,” said BCTF President Jim Iker. “This was a very tough round of negotiations and a difficult time for many of us on strike, but we successfully pushed back against concession demands and we have emerged as a stronger and more engaged union. Through the hard work of our teachers, British Columbians now fully understand the real issues facing our public education system.” In announcing the vote results, Iker thanked teachers for their resilience and commitment. “BC teachers, you have inspired me day in and day out for the last 18 months,” said Iker. “Your strength on the picket lines and passion for your profession helped us make gains this week that were not possible at any point over the last three months. Thank you for standing strong and doing what you believe is right. “Next week, teachers will be back in classrooms and we will be working to ensure the new gains in this agreement begin to flow as soon as possible. That means more classroom and specialist teachers in schools to help students, our teachers teaching on call getting fair pay for a day’s work, and a salary boost for all members.” Iker concluded by once again thanking the thousands of parents, students, concerned citizens, and other union members who supported teachers through the negotiations and job action. -  30  - For more information, contact Rich Overgaard, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell). Email Facebook Twitter Permanent Link About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=10636,BCTF News Releases  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources   For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development News Release Archives 2014  2013  2012    2011 2010  2009  2008 2007  2006  Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2007 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE February 8, 2007 BCTF calls for immediate meeting with labour minister The BC Teachers' Federation (BCTF) is requesting a meeting with the provincial labour minister to discuss the report on the collective bargaining system for the province's teachers. BCTF President Jinny Sims says the report fails to address many issues that are important to teachers. "Teachers have local classroom issues and issues about learning conditions which the report ignored. If the government is sincere in its willingness to improve bargaining with teachers, then we must sit down now and work toward a system that will work-a system that will bring quality to teaching and learning." Sims says that the bargaining report uses last June's contract settlement as a model for future contracts. "But the report has failed to address any of the submissions from the BCTF on how bargaining could be improved through a free and fair collective bargaining process." The province's teachers accepted last year's contract offer, based on their faith in government promises that it would bring in legislation (Bill 33) to improve class-size and class-composition issues. "But as we have seen, that legislation has fallen far short," says Sims. "The report on the collective bargaining system was another promise that we accepted, but it, too, has fallen short. To move forward, we must have faith that the Liberal government is committed to its word. We are calling for an immediate meeting with the labour minister to discuss this report."  "Teachers will continue to advocate for their students through every means open to them," says Sims. "If the provincial government truly wants bargaining that will work, then the time to start is right now. We want to meet with the minister to express our concerns about the bargaining process, and about the recommendations before us today." FOR BROADCAST USE: THE BC TEACHERS' FEDERATION IS CALLING FOR A MEETING WITH THE PROVINCIAL LABOUR MINISTER TO DISCUSS THE REPORT ON THE COLLECTIVE BARGAINING SYSTEM FOR THE PROVINCE'S TEACHERS. BCTF PRESIDENT JINNY SIMS SAYS THE REPORT FAILS TO ADDRESS MANY OF THE ISSUES THAT ARE IMPORTANT TO TEACHERS, SUCH AS LEARNING CONDITIONS IN THEIR CLASSROOMS.  SIMS SAYS THE REPORT HAS FALLEN SHORT OF TEACHERS' EXPECTATIONS AND THEIR NEEDS.  SHE SAYS TO MOVE FORWARD, TEACHERS MUST HAVE FAITH THAT THE LIBERAL GOVERNMENT IS COMMITTED TO ITS WORD. SIMS ALSO PROMISES THAT TEACHERS WILL CONTINUE TO ADVOCATE FOR THEIR STUDENTS THROUGH EVERY MEANS POSSIBLE. -  30  - Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/francais/NouvellesFECB.aspx?id=32407,Nouvelles de la FECB Vol.19 No.17, 13 mars 2014  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Nouvelles de la FECB archives 2013–14  2012–13  Home > Français > Nouvelles de la FECB > 2013-14 Archive     Volume 19, Numéro 17, 13 mars 2014 La version caviardée de la plaidoirie de la FECB devant la Cour suprême maintenant sur le portail L’ancienne présidente de la BCPSEA s'exprime Les vacances de printemps approchent alors l’AGA de la FECB aussi ! Mise à jour des négociations : nouveau langage déposé par le gouvernement Sors un carton rouge face au racisme! Le Conseil scolaire de Prince George adopte une politique de LGBTQ Healthy Schools BC: Remplissez ce sondage pour avoir une chance de gagner un mini iPad ! Sparkling Hill Resort a rejoint le programme BCTF Advantage Opportunités pour les membres La version caviardée de la plaidoirie de la FECB devant la Cour suprême maintenant sur le portail La version caviardée de la plaidoirie de clôture de la FECB devant Madame la juge Susan Griffin de la Cour suprême de la C.-B est maintenant été publiée sur le portail réservé aux membres. Dans sa décision du 27 janvier 2014, la juge Griffin a dit que la FECB pourrait divulguer sa plaidoirie auprès de ses membres. Toutefois, le gouvernement a fait appel de cette décision. Le gouvernement a également demandé à la Cour d'appel de la Colombie-Britannique de suspendre la décision de la juge Griffin, ce qui a été accordée. Le résultat de la suspension est d'empêcher la divulgation complète de l’argumentaire, en attendant l’appel, parce que certains paragraphes font référence à des documents confidentiels du Cabinet. Par conséquent, certains contenus de notre dernier argumentaire ont été biffés à l’encre noire afin d'empêcher la divulgation de références à ces documents du Cabinet. Néanmoins, les membres de la FECB seront probablement très intéressés de lire des parties de l'argumentaire final qui ont conduit à l’arrêt de principe. Ce cas a, encore une fois, réaffirmé le droit des enseignants de négocier collectivement les conditions de travail, telles que la taille et la composition de la classe, les ratios de personnel, etc.   L’ancienne présidente de la BCPSEA s'exprime Madame Melanie Joy, présidente sortante de la BCPSEA, a interpellé le ministre de l'Éducation Peter Fassbender sur son histoire révisionniste de la dernière ronde de négociations. Dans une lettre à son journal local, The Creston Valley Advance, Mme Joy a soutenu l'affirmation de la Cour suprême selon laquelle les libéraux de la Colombie-Britannique ont tenté de provoquer une grève provinciale des enseignants pour justifier un projet de loi imposant les concessions qu'ils recherchaient.  Non seulement cela, mais Mme Joy explique que le gouvernement était en colère que les parties soient effectivement capables de parvenir à un règlement à la table avec la médiation du Dr Charles Jago. La lettre de Mme Joy, reprise par les médias à travers la Colombie-Britannique, contredit directement les commentaires publics, à la fois de Fassbender et de la Première Ministre Christy Clark. Elle a écrit :  J'apprécie que l'actuel ministre de l'Éducation Peter Fassbender n'ait pas été impliqué (dans les négociations) en 2012, mais ses affirmations récentes que le gouvernement s’était entièrement engagé, et était même responsable du succès des négociations, sont en contradiction avec mon expérience.  De par mes souvenirs de première main, les tactiques du gouvernement concernant les séances de réconciliation autour de la Loi 28 et la négociation collective entre la FECB et la BCPSEA ont été décrites avec précision dans la décision de la juge Griffin à la Cour suprême de la C.-B. quand elle conclut que, «Le gouvernement a estimé qu’une grève des enseignants lui donnerait un avantage politique à imposer une législation que le public pourrait sinon ne pas soutenir».  Cette stratégie a été poursuivie, en partie, par le mandat de négociation restrictif fixé par le gouvernement, en plus de la directive monétaire du zéro net. Il n' a été demandé à nulle autre partie du secteur public d’obtenir autant de concessions d’un syndicat sans augmentation de la rémunération…    Malgré le fait que le ministre prétend maintenant être satisfait de l'accord négocié, le fait que, rapidement après l'élection, le gouvernement a 1) remplacé les conseillers scolaires élus au conseil d'administration de la BCPSEA par son propre administrateur public, 2) nommé un négociateur du gouvernement en tant qu’intermédiaire dans la négociation en cours et 3) remplacé les cadres supérieurs de la BCPSEA, livre une version toute différente de l’histoire.  Vous pouvez lire la lettre dans son intégralité ici.     Les vacances de printemps approchent alors l’AGA de la FECB aussi !    Cela a été une année particulièrement bien pleine et c’est sans surprise que chaque enseignant de la province attend avec impatience une pause bien méritée. Le président de la FECB Jim Iker, le premier vice-président Glen Hansman et la deuxième vice-présidente Teri Mooring souhaitent à tous les membres de la Fédération le meilleur pour une pause tranquille et reposante. Alors que la plupart des enseignants de la Colombie-Britannique partent pour les vacances de printemps, environ 700 de leurs collègues se rendront à Vancouver en tant que délégués à la 98e Assemblée générale annuelle de la FECB. C'est presque comme un rite de printemps pour les militants de la FECB qui se réunissent pour tracer l'avenir de notre Fédération, discuter et débattre de différents enjeux, renouveler de vieilles amitiés et en bâtir de nouvelles. #BCTF2014 est le hashtag à suivre sur Twitter pour les mises à jour en direct sur les questions et les actions lors de/pendant la réunion. Pour la première fois cette année, des séances de l'Assemblée générale annuelle seront vidéo diffusées en direct afin que les membres ne pouvant venir y assister en personne puissent les suivre en ligne. Elles sont les suivantes : Samedi 15 mars  Le discours du président de la FECB Jim Iker qui doit débuter entre  14h30 et 15h00 Dimanche 16 mars à 14h00  La professeur Maria de la Luz Arriaga de la section mexicaine de la Coalition tri-nationale pour la défense de l’enseignement public se penchera sur les défis auxquels sont confrontés les enseignants à travers les Amériques et sur la solidarité entre leurs syndicats. Lundi 17 mars à 14h00  Le professeur Luis Grubert, président des 300 000 membres de la Fédération colombienne des éducateurs, partagera la dure réalité et les signes d'espoir en provenance de la Colombie, l'endroit le plus dangereux au monde pour les syndicalistes enseignants. Par la suite, Linda Watson, présidente du Conseil d'administration du Régime de retraite des enseignantes et des enseignants, fournira son rapport annuel aux délégués. Toutes les présentations seront disponibles sur le portail réservé aux membres. Mise à jour des négociations : nouveau langage déposé par le gouvernement Un rapport de l'équipe provinciale de la FECB à la table des négociations a été publié sur le portail des membres le week-end dernier. Tenez-vous informé de ce qui se passe dans la négociation. Puisque les deux parties (la FECB et la BCPSEA) ont convenu que ces mises à jour au cours de cette ronde de négociations seront affichées uniquement pour les membres sur le site sécurisé, vous devrez vous connecter au portail MyBCTF pour voir cette mise à jour. Sors un carton rouge face au racisme!   Les membres du Groupe d'actions contre le racisme de la FECB ont récemment mis en place une nouvelle ressource sur l'éducation multiculturelle et antiraciste. Sors un carton rouge face au racisme propose des lignes directrices pour lutter contre le racisme et contient des idées de leçons et des activités, liés aux ERI, pour les élèves de la maternelle à la 12e année. Les thèmes abordés comprennent : l’exploration des préjugés et des stéréotypes, la diversité, le continuum depuis les préjugés jusqu’aux crimes de haine et au génocide, les enjeux de l’immigration, la couleur et la culture, la terminologie appropriée et plus encore. La Journée internationale pour l’élimination de la discrimination raciale commémore les atrocités commises le 21 mars 1960 lorsque la police de Sharpeville, en Afrique du Sud, a tué 69 personnes manifestant pacifiquement contre les lois de passage de l'apartheid. Bien que de nombreux conseils scolaires sont en semaine de relâche ce jour-là, l'éducation antiraciste convient à tous les moments de l'année. Sors un carton rouge face au racisme peut être trouvé ici.   Le Conseil scolaire de Prince George adopte une politique de LGBTQ Un excellent début pour la Journée LGBTQ du T-Shirt rose fut la nouvelle que le conseil scolaire de Prince George a adopté sa propre politique LGBTQ. Un grand merci à Tina Cousins, Sue Trabant et à toutes les personnes dans le syndicat local qui ont travaillé si dur pour obtenir cette politique. Prince George a également embauché à temps partiel un coordonnateur de la diversité qui fait le travail anti homophobie et anti transphobie dans les salles de classe. Il s'agit du deuxième conseil à avoir adopté une telle position. Félicitations pour ce grand pas en avant. Jusqu'à présent, environ la moitié de tous les conseils scolaires de la province ont des politiques LGBTQ discrètes. Beaucoup a été accompli, mais il reste encore beaucoup à faire! Continuez votre excellent travail, les gars/tout le monde/!       Healthy Schools BC: Remplissez ce sondage pour avoir une chance de gagner un mini iPad !   Healthy Schools BC est une stratégie provinciale qui vise à s'appuyer sur l'excellent travail qui se fait déjà dans les écoles de la C.-B., et il s'agit d'un partenariat entre les ministères de la Santé et de l'Éducation, DASH BC (Directorate of Agencies for School Health), les autorités de santé, les partenaires en l'éducation et d'autres intervenants clés. Dans le cadre de l'évaluation de Health Schools BC, nous cherchons à engager des éducateurs pour obtenir vos points de vue sur les initiatives et des ressources pour des écoles saines et ce qui est nécessaire pour créer une école saine. Nous aimerions entendre parler de vous! S'il vous plaît, remplissez (une fois seulement) le sondage confidentiel en ligne de 10 minutes pour avoir la chance de gagner l'un des trois mini iPad. L'enquête se terminera le 25 mars 2014. Si vous avez des questions au sujet de l'évaluation, communiquez avec Lindsay Richardson.   Sparkling Hill Resort a rejoint le programme BCTF Advantage Sparkling Hill Health and Wellness Resort est situé juste à l'extérieur de Vernon, surplombant le lac Okanagan. Il a été construit par le patriarche de la famille des cristaux Swarovski avec l'intention de partager avec les Nord-Américains la culture européenne de santé et de bien-être. Le complexe de 149 chambres offre plus de 100 traitements, sept vapeurs et saunas d'aromathérapie, piscines intérieure et extérieure à débordement, un sauna froid de -110C pour cryothérapie et plus encore. Il y a aussi deux kinésiologues dans le personnel, un naturopathe et un psychiatre pour le bien-être émotionnel et mental. Les membres, les membres retraités et les employés de la FECB sont admissibles à un tarif spécial Vacances de Printemps. Pour le mois de mars, réservez votre chambre pour 145$ (du dimanche au jeudi) ou pour 165$ le week-end. Code Promo - TEACH14 Du 1er avril au 19 décembre 2014, Sparkling Hill offre aux enseignants de la Colombie-Britannique une réduction de 20 % sur le meilleur tarif disponible. Code Promo - BCTF20 Réservez en ligne ou appelez les réservations au 1-877-275-1556 et citez les codes promo ci-dessus. Sparkling Hill Resort est l'un des partenaires de BCTF Advantage figurant sur notre page Santé & Bien-être. Consultez notre feuillet de printemps ici. Opportunités pour les membres Deux nouvelles opportunités sont publiées sur le site: # 9 Vacances aux Comités de la FECB - répertorie tous les postes vacants à venir au sein des comités de la FECB # 10 Facilitateurs de la FECB - répertorie tous les postes vacants à venir pour les facilitateurs d’ateliers de la FECB     Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media last tweet "" @ - 12:00am Follow @ last post "" facebook/ - Jan 1st Like Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=28552,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 25, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 2012   Labour history in Chicago  By Kip Wood   Another chapter in labour history was written in the city of Chicago In 1886, an important chapter in labour history was written in Haymarket Square in Chicago. May 1, 1886, was declared by unions to be the beginning of the era of the eight-hour workday. Sixty-hour workweeks were common at this time and employers and their numerous supporters were not willing to relent on the issue. Strikes escalated and on May 4, 1886, 170 police officers were brought in to disperse the crowd in Haymarket Square, a bomb from an unknown source was thrown toward the police, and shots were fired. Seven police officers and at least four civilians were killed. The First International Workers' Day, or May Day, was held on May 1, 1890, commemorating the Haymarket Riot and the struggle for the eight-hour workday. In an attempt to downplay the significance of the Haymarket Riot, the USA and Canada both declared the first Monday in September as the official Labour Day. Many attempts to re-establish Mayday as the workers’ holiday have occurred including May 1, 2012, when marches occurred throughout North America protesting wealth inequality. Extraordinary protests for economic justice and workers’ rights occurred in 2011 in the State of Wisconsin and six months later, the “Occupy” movement was born. In September of this year, another chapter in labour history was written in the city of Chicago. The Chicago Teachers’ Union (CTU) went on strike from September 10–18 in a bold and desperate attempt to conclude a bitter round of bargaining. On one side of the dispute was Karen Lewis, the CTU president. Lewis was a rank-and-file member of the CTU teaching chemistry and contemplating retirement when she was elected in 2010. Her campaign promise was to maintain the vitality of the Chicago Public Schools (CPS) and her speeches galvanized members around that promise. In a school district with 87% of its students designated as low-income, Lewis’s assertive presence provided hope. In her short time as CTU president, Lewis has demonstrated timely resolve and has continually provided formidable leadership. A tweet that was sent after being introduced before a speech affectionately stated, “Karen Lewis is a rock star.” The CTU produced a 46-page booklet entitled The Schools Chicago Students Deserve, and Lewis became the champion of the document’s 10 key recommendations. Similar to our own Better Schools for BC, the CTU document recommends a reduction in class size, more support for students with special needs, adequate prep time, and greater professional autonomy. The CTU document also acknowledges the “apartheid-like” system managed by the CPS where the neediest schools are denied resources while students compete for spots in nine “selective-enrolment” schools. On the other side was Rahm Emanuel, the mayor of Chicago and the former chief of staff, and current fundraiser, for President Obama. Emanuel wields immense power in how the CPS is managed. Not only does the mayor appoint the CEO of the CPS, the mayor appoints the entire seven-member board. A Republican-dominated state legislature bestowed these powers on the mayor’s office in 1995 when it amended section 34 of the Illinois School Act. The amendment was specific to the city of Chicago and, unlike publically elected boards elsewhere in Illinois, the CPS board is only accountable to one man—Mayor Emanuel. Labour disputes are usually about two things: economic benefits and working conditions, but this dispute was more than a typical labour struggle. The CTU was facing a challenge of significant magnitude and complexity. The management of the CPS tabled a raft of concessions including a longer work day, an increase in healthcare premiums, evening or Saturday ProD, elimination of sick-day accrual, removal of class-size provisions, and teacher evaluations tied to student test scores. With all of these proposed concessions and many others, the Chicago teachers prevailed and were able to defend their profession against this attack. In addition, with a school board appointed to serve corporate interests, the CTU was pushing back against the Obama-supported trend toward charter schools that aim to eliminate the presence of unions, are funded by public money, and lack any form of democratic oversight. The CPS board is made up of CEOs, partners, and entrepreneurs selling educational materials. Board member Penny Pritzker is an heir to the Hyatt Hotels fortune and a member of the fifth wealthiest family in America. Faced with the demise of the public school system and a further erosion of workers’ rights, the usual issues involved in a contract dispute were less significant but no less challenging. Add Emanuel’s connection to the Obama administration, the implications for the US presidential election, the trend toward privately managed charter schools, a broken US labour market, and increasing inequality, the stakes in this dispute could not have been higher nor could the task have been more daunting. But like May 1886, something incredible happened in Chicago in September 2012. Chaos and tragedy marked the Haymarket Riot. Extraordinary union organization was the difference in the Chicago teachers’ strike. After rallies in the spring that saw thousands of teachers and their supporters in the streets of Chicago, the result of the vote authorizing strike action was issued in a press release on June 11, 2012. An Illinois state law requiring 75% of a union’s members authorizing strike action in order for the strike to be deemed legal was not an issue. Out of 26,502 members in the CTU, 24,262 (92%) cast their ballots and of those who voted, 23,780 (98%) voted yes. With that mandate, pressure on both sides intensified before school started in September. On Labour Day, (this year September 3 in the USA and Canada) Lewis spoke to a crowd of 18,000 people. A week later, the members of the CTU picketed the Chicago Public Schools. On Wednesday September 19, 2012, Chicago teachers returned to work with a tentative agreement in hand. Wisconsin and Occupy were the most important stories of struggle in 2011. In 2012, it was the story written by the Chicago teachers. Kip Wood, Nanaimo District Teachers’ Association    Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12728,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 1999 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 12, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 1999 Respect and dignity at Telkwa School concerted effort reduces violence by Nancy Knickerbocker Six years ago, Telkwa Elementary School, near Smithers, was in turmoil. Staff were stressed out and struggling with a large group of students acting out violently. “When I first came here, the school had a very bad reputation for really tough kids and a lot of meanness,” said teacher Jill Schneider. Principal Ernie Janzen agreed. “We had a pretty big wolf pack,” he said. With an enrolment of 200, an average of eight students per day were coming through the principal’s office on discipline issues. “We were dealing with a lot of fighting, throwing, very abusive language,” recalled teaching assistant Cathy Whalen. Staff members decided they needed a concentrated plan to change the atmosphere and attitudes in the school. To begin to turn things around, they asked the community what kind of school they would like to see. “The number one thing across the board was that people wanted a safe school where the children learned to respect themselves and others,” Janzen said. With that focus on safety and respect, the staff set about implementing a consistent system of progressive discipline combined with programs in peer counselling and opening up better communications between children and adults. “We decided to focus on consistency,” said Schneider. “Everybody was responsible for everybody’s behaviour, not just the children in their own classes. All the staff and parent volunteers had to be respected and listened to.” The staff began logging all behaviour, documenting and coding all incidents requiring disciplinary action. From minor infractions that could be dealt with by teachers, to issues that required a trip to the principal’s office, up to behaviour that required a suspension, they kept track on a daily basis. “When we looked at the logs over a weekly or monthly review, we started to recognize patterns,” Whalen said. “For example, we might notice that one student seemed to be having trouble over the lunch hour, so we’d work on helping him/her learn how to ask to join in and play with others.” They also noticed that at certain times of the school year—near Hallowe’en and Christmas in particular—more students acted out. In response, the staff focussed on the positive, with smiley cards and other rewards for good behaviour. As well, they started offering other extra-curricular activities such as art clubs. The strategies so successfully employed by the staff at Telkwa are consistent with the findings of the recent study by Simon Fraser University and the BCTF. It found that written codes of conduct, clear policies for student discipline, formal record-keeping of incidents requiring discipline, and violence prevention programs all contributed to a reduced risk for violence in schools. “The findings associated with these policies suggest that a proactive stance toward the problem of violence actually can produce tangible, concrete, and measurable reductions in violence,” the researchers reported. (Full report on page 6.) Today the atmosphere at Telkwa school is markedly different. “We’ve seen a gradual but consistent decrease in acting out, so that now we’ve almost eliminated misbehaviour,” said Janzen. “It’s been a real team effort.” Schneider says all the teachers have noted “huge” differences in their classrooms. “It really gives you shivers to see the kids applying what they’ve been taught in terms of mediating disputes,” she said. “Now the atmosphere at school is lovely. It sure makes this a nice place to work.” Nancy Knickerbocker is the BCTF’s media relations officer. Guiding Philosophy 1. Telkwa Elementary School is a safe school. 2. At Telkwa Elementary School, children: learn to act responsibly show respect for themselves, others, and their school develop positive values, including tolerance, sportsmanship, empathy, honesty, and compassion strive to do their best. 3. At Telkwa Elementary School, children are involved in their own learning. 4. At Telkwa Elementary School, children participate in a wide range of activities. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Touring a natural gas drilling rig with @MLA Mike Bernier, and Brian from EnCana http://t.co/AifdJ4H07b" @Teresa_Wat - 06:01pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12744,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 1999 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 12, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 1999 Put the brakes on corporate intrusion by Peter Owens Corporate intrusion into schools sometimes resembles an unstoppable train. But last year there were at least two good examples of people in B.C. putting the brakes on the train. Last year, we asked the government to ensure that school boards not sell instructional time to the Youth News Network (YNN). At the 1999 Annual General Meeting, Paul Ramsey, then minister of education, announced that YNN would not be allowed to purchase instructional time in the schools of B.C. YNN proposed to lend televisions and computers to schools on the condition that students be required to watch 12.5 minutes of their programming every day. The programs would contain advertisements, and YNN would make its money by selling time to advertisers. A similar program is operated in the U.S., where advertisers pay more to have their message carried on Channel One in the schools than they do on prime time TV. YNN has been able to access a handful of schools in Quebec, Alberta, Ontario, and Manitoba. The new government in Manitoba has announced that YNN will be removed from its schools. Another example of the brakes being applied occurred in Kelowna. In April 1998, a trustee proposed a laissez-faire policy on advertising in the schools. There were proposals for placing electronic advertising boards on the walls of the schools, for ads on the busses, and for selling exclusive access to the student body. The local responded by making the board aware of our policy on corporate involvement and the Code of Ethics. The board decided to seek public input through six public meetings. Most occurred with very little participation, but the last scheduled meeting was well attended, and a parent involved with the Parent Advisory Council made a well-researched presentation arguing that the integrity of the public school system must be protected from private companies motivated by private interests over the public good. Students are expected to attend public schools, and trustees should not be selling access to students to the highest bidder. That is why schools are supported by tax dollars. They are to serve the interest of society. Following that meeting, the district PAC conducted a survey of parents and eventually took a strong position opposing corporate advertising in the schools. The board then set up a committee with representatives from the different partner groups and attempted to get agreement on a policy that would allow the schools to have the flexibility to seek advertising as a supplementary source of revenue. In the spring of 1999, the parents proposed a set of principles written by Alex Molnar, of Milwaukee State University, that were generally accepted by the board. School District 23’s interpretation of the principles established that there will be no advertising in schools, and logos can be used for identification purposes only. Other business publicity in schools, for example in the gyms, would be limited to sports teams, tournaments, and vending machines. There is a real push by companies to gain access to students in schools. Corporations are attempting to gain customers by having their products promoted to a captive audience in a setting where there is a lot of credibility for what is presented to students. Corporations are in business to make profits for their shareholders. Selling corporations access to students is clearly contrary to our Code of Ethics. We are educating citizens, not providing customers. As demonstrated in these examples, if we speak up and act, we can ensure that the learning environment is protected. Peter Owens is editor of Teacher newsmagazine. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13206&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 1999 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 11, Number 7, May/June 1999 ¡VIVA LA SOLIDARIDAD! by Julie MacRae Caught in the throbbing traffic jam, tasting local delicacies, viewing ancient Aztec ruins, breathing the thick smoggy air, sharing a laugh between colleagues that eases the telling of struggles, meeting genuine, warm, interesting activists, seeing far more similarities than differences in our respective situations: These are a few impressions of my recent trip to Mexico city as part of a Mexican twinning project between Section 9 and the BCTF International Solidarity Program, the Surrey Teachers’ Association, and the Vancouver Elementary Teachers’ Association. Five of us, two local presidents and three regular teachers, went on a whirlwind trip mid-April to further cement the relationships among our locals. As you have read in previous issues of Teacher, Section 9 is a huge local (48,000 members) representing preschool and elementary teachers in Mexico city. The jailed teachers have now been freed, partly as a result of solidarity letters sent from here. The recent news is that the National Union of Teachers has still not recognized the legitimacy of the elected leaders of Section 9. They are demanding the right to impose their appointees to sit on each of the committees affiliated with Section 9. The Section 9 leadership is facing pressure to accept this from the national union and they are mindful of the severe pressure teachers are feeling financially, with wages being withheld from some for several months. They are firm in their intent to hold on to the political control of their union. One result could be to enable the section to start receiving the dues that have been withheld from them for so long. The situation remains tense, unresolved, and problematic. To be able to stand up for democracy in the face of such severe interference is something to be admired. What can we offer Section 9? Political solidarity through letter-writing campaigns in response to emerging issues and physical presence of delegations of visitors, reinforcing our support of the legitimately elected leaders. As well, working with them and the tri-national coalition to confront the neo-liberal agenda worldwide. Helping them build their union and their profession by offering appropriate professional development workshops or materials. What can Section 9 offer us? In the true spirit of solidarity and partnership, I think we need to think about how we could solve some of the main issues facing us within our locals and as a Federation. Two problems that come to mind are apathy among members and a lack of participation by younger teachers. I really think this twinning project could offer some solutions to these two problems. Many people would welcome an intercultural opportunity in Mexico. It seems that the “giver” in this scenario would always get more out of the exchange. Giving a workshop in another culture is a challenging prospect, would open minds and could politicize people. Young teachers would find an exciting way to get involved in the international union scene. I believe investing in this twinning project partially based on the results it could give us in the long term is a wise route. The value of our presence as partners to the teachers in Mexico is tangible. Raúl, a teacher from Michoacán, told me “here we are struggling against almost insurmountable odds to achieve democracy and justice and to improve our profession, and people think us crazy dreamers. It is so good to be able to think that we are not alone, that there are dreamers up there in Canada too.” Please tell us if you are interested in becoming involved in the project. It is in its infancy and there is room for ideas and input. Contact either the BCTF, the STA (604) 594-5353 or VESTA (604) 873-8378 or me (604) 872-8522 or macrae_j@johnht.dnet.sd36.surrey.bc.ca or gavinhainsworth@hotmail.com)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=17138,BCTF News Releases  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources   For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development News Release Archives 2014  2013  2012    2011 2010  2009  2008 2007  2006  Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2008 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE December 8, 2008 Case against Campbell's gag law begins today in court Today, the BC Teachers’ Federation and its union partners will begin to lay out their case against Bill 42—Gordon Campbell’s gag law—in court, BCTF President Irene Lanzinger said. “Bill 42 is an attack on free speech and democratic rights,” said Lanzinger. “The Campbell government brought in this gag law in an attempt to silence critics and run from their own record. It doesn’t matter if you are a teacher or a nurse, Gordon Campbell doesn’t want the public to know what is happening to BC’s public services.” Campbell’s gag law, brought in earlier this year, imposes restrictions on advertising months before an election. It prevents any group from speaking out about issues that matter to people right across this province. “British Columbians have the right to speak out,” said Lanzinger. “It is fundamental to our democracy that people get to voice their concerns and their opinions. That’s what makes democracy work. “At a time when the current government is spending millions of taxpayers’ money on feel-good advertising of their own, it is hypocritical at best for Gordon Campbell to continue this attack on freedom of expression.” The Bill 42 proceedings will begin at 10:00 a.m., at the BC Supreme Court building in Vancouver. -  30  - For more information, contact Rich Overgaard, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell). Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7134,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 2, October 2005 President’s message As I write this, members in their locals are voting on the BCTF Executive Committee recommendations on how we should respond to government legislation imposing our conditions of employment once again. Whatever the outcome of that vote, I am proud of the stand teachers have taken to protect students, schools, and the profession. It has always been difficult for teachers to make improvements for our students. However, we have a long and proud history of being prepared to stand up for students, public education, and the profession. It is very important that we help elect trustees in our communities that will stand up to protect education services and speak out on behalf of students. Our experience is quite different in communities that have education-friendly trustees. Where we haven’t, teachers have faced the threat of discipline for discussing class sizes with parents. Where we have education-friendly trustees, teachers are joined by administrators when they lobby for adequate funding. What a difference that can make. So far, we have won that battle in the courts, but it really is a battle we shouldn’t have to fight. According to Madam Justice Huddart of the B.C. Court of Appeal, "…it is difficult to see how discussion about class size and composition in relation to the needs of a particular child by an informed and articulate teacher could do anything but enhance confidence in the school system." Supportive trustees will speak up for the children of the community and advocate for them. They will work co-operatively with teachers and other workers in the schools. They will treat their employees with respect. November 19 is coming soon, so I would encourage you to contact your local office and find out what you can do to ensure that supportive trustees are elected to represent your community. Jinny Sims Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9090,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept./Oct. 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, No. 1, Sept./Oct. 2003 The monster in the mountains by John Grain The children, their fear now slightly tempered by the absence of open flame and smoke, speak timidly of the "Monster in the mountains." The great fire of Kelowna has raged past, yet still tramples through the nearby hills, leaving a trail of destruction and terror in its wake. Many Okanagan residents, like thousands of others in B.C., have endured life-altering experiences as a result. The fire-storm was a living creature that assaulted every sense. The acrid smoke, mixed with the stench of burning rubber and vinyl siding, was nauseating. The roar of the conflagration as it raged down the hillside faster than a man could run, was deafening. From over a kilometre, the heat could be felt and a blizzard of cinders and incandescent ash pelted earthward, singeing bare skin, and melting plastic lawn furniture. Trees unfortunate enough to be in the path of the relentless onslaught, shimmered a ghostly white before suddenly exploding like bombs, the flames often shooting hundreds of feet into the air. To most of the tens of thousands of residents, the memory of the catastrophe will fade. But for hundreds of children and families left homeless, the "monster" will remain forever. Memories of the choking smoke and gritty taste of soot are not easily erased. Already the nightmares have started. Children and adults alike recoil unnaturally at the blare of sirens and air horns. Occasionally they are imaginary, figments of the mind, created by fear and tension; auditory hallucinations. In morbid fascination, school children dwell on the fire, unable to concentrate or focus on their work. Yet from the ashes, the stories of compassion, sacrifice, and kindness are those that emerge most vividly. Front yards and public places of all forms are festooned with signs, posters, and yellow ribbons thanking the emergency personnel and volunteers for their dedication and bravery. Citizens have opened their homes, hearts, and wallets to evacuees, disaster relief funds, and food banks. The BCTF and teachers of British Columbia, as usual, also came to the aid of their colleagues and communities. Grants and loans, made possible by the generosity of our members, were made available to teachers and their families who were victimized by the fire. Locally, teacher-union leaders organized emergency school supplies, food, and other relief for needy children. The impact of teacher involvement became especially noticeable when school started and teachers returned to their classrooms on September 2. The sudden absence of teachers diminished the volunteer ranks so drastically that, being unable to function properly, the emergency evacuation center was forced to make an urgent public appeal for help! And so, life goes on, and although we will never forget the "Monster in the Mountains," neither will we forget how people of all walks of life came together in a time of need. We will remember the heroes and the bravery and when people stood united and reached out to help their fellow man. John Grain teaches at Central School, Kelowna. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/GlobalEd/music/global.html,Professional Development Back World Music and Global Education Because information about social issues such as poverty, inequality, status of women, HIV/AIDS, hunger, politics and the environment is difficult to disseminate in countries with low literacy, songs are often the primary means by which these messages reach people. Increasingly, song lyrics are appearing in translation in the liner notes of CDs, which then become valuable learning resources for global education. Artists like Zimbabwe's Oliver Mtukudzi and South Africa's Mzwake Mbuli, who primarily compose songs about social and development issues, connect our world and theirs by helping us to see through their eyes (see Teaching Units).)
(20140925,www.youtube.com,http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8QHf32c2GAw,Classroom Investments (Punjabi) - YouTube Upload Sign in Search Loading... This video is unavailable. Watch Queue TV Queue Watch QueueTV Queue Remove all Disconnect Loading... Watch Queue TV Queue __count__/__total__ Find out why Close Classroom Investments (Punjabi) BCTFvidsSubscribeSubscribedUnsubscribe 251 Subscription preferences Loading... Loading... Working... Add to Want to watch this again later? Sign in to add this video to a playlist. Sign in Share More Report Transcript Statistics 169 views 2 Like this video? Sign in to make your opinion count. Sign in 0 Don't like this video? Sign in to make your opinion count. Sign in Loading... Loading... Transcript The interactive transcript could not be loaded. Loading... Loading... Sign in Ratings have been disabled for this video. Rating is available when the video has been rented. This feature is not available right now. Please try again later. Published on Sep 18, 2012 At every level, there's so much that goes into making public education great. And there's so much students, parents and teachers get back. It's time now for government to do its part and give our kids the things they deserve: smaller classes so kids get more one-on-one time, better resources and more support for students with special needs. Category Education License Standard YouTube License Show more Show less Loading... 27:41 Play next Play now Teach For India-Sapna Shah Classroom by Parag Kharnare 3,654 views 9:12 Play next Play now Babul-Ilm Public School Play "Punjabi Teacher".wmv by birf2012 487 views 9:20 Play next Play now Bhagwant Mann - Non Stop - Part - 2 WwW.KOOKDOOKOO.COM by punjabifilms 658,853 views 16:46 Play next Play now Transformers Beast Hunters: Voyager OPTIMUS PRIME by peaugh 537,322 views 0:32 Play next Play now Classroom Investments (Mandarin) by BCTFvids 206 views 7:33 Play next Play now Schools in India...shining eh by Sandeep Baruah 4,673 views 8:55 Play next Play now Modified jeeps Punjab -Living Cars Ep 3 by newsxlive 94,531 views 8:58 Play next Play now New Hyundai Verna RB Review by Advaith Hyundai 22,290 views 14:06 Play next Play now The language of feelings | Alex Willcock | TEDxGlasgow by TEDx Talks 53,852 views 3:38 Play next Play now Hashtags: #UnhappyCamper by The Tonight Show Starring Jimmy Fallon 995,555 views 4:01 Play next Play now G.H.G.Khalsa School Dhalian, Ludhiana, Punjab, India. Part - 5. by K Dhalian 524 views 0:31 Play next Play now Classroom Investments (Cantonese) by BCTFvids 133 views 6:05 Play next Play now hit punjabi song video Att de shikari babbu mann by rdxmp3.com by jaspreetjassi01 619 views 3:49 Play next Play now 5-Second Summaries with James Franco – Part 1 by The Tonight Show Starring Jimmy Fallon 1,246,365 views 3:59 Play next Play now Thank You Notes: 50 Shades of Grey Trailer, Wine Tasting -- Part 1 by The Tonight Show Starring Jimmy Fallon 420,444 views 1:06 Play next Play now Mrs Brown's New Kitchen - Mrs Brown's Boys - Series 3 Episode 6 Preview - BBC One by BBC 629,756 views 5:21 Play next Play now Punjab schools teach 'write' stuff by Dayandnightnews Chd 879 views 0:31 Play next Play now Classroom Investments (French) by BCTFvids 335 views 1:31 Play next Play now punjabi funny tractor video miss pooja JCB 2012 latest indian.avi by 0091punjabi 425,900 views 6:21 Play next Play now 2011 Hyundai Verna | Comprehensive Review | Autocar India by Autocar India 77,836 views Loading more suggestions... Show more Language: English Country: Worldwide Safety: Off Help Loading... Loading... Loading... About Press & Blogs Copyright Creators & Partners Advertising Developers +YouTube Terms Privacy Policy & Safety Send feedback Try something new! Loading... Working... Sign in to add this to Watch Later Add to)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "Gr8 event honoring Taiwan ROC w many friends @douglasbing @marvinhunt4bc @KerryLynneFindl @mhlchiu26 @prairiechinois http://t.co/85TUCQsbrI" @John_Yap - 05:40pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=22403,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 23, Number 5, March 2011   The struggle for employment equity By Robert Genaille  I heard an interview with John Ralston Saul recently on CBC Radio. He was talking about his book, A Fair Country, and he was talking about the Native leadership in Canada. The subject of Guu’jaw, hereditary chief of the Haida came up and Saul brought up what was, approximately, the following thought: “Can you imagine what he could have accomplished, what he could have contributed to our country, if he hadn’t had to spend the last 20 or 30 years fighting that same country for his, and the Haida’s right to be treated equitably?” If you ask Guu’jaw if he felt like he had missed out on something, I do not believe he would say yes. I think he would say he was doing what was right by his role in his culture and because his people deserve a better life. My mom relates the story of an Aboriginal doctor who during his residency, was approached by security at the hospital he was doing his residency in because he was in a doctor’s only section and they were there to escort him out, despite the fact that he was a doctor, and legally allowed to be there. They did not believe him and none of the other doctors present would stand and defend him. When I was doing my masters, I was dealing with a poisonous work environment. I was ready to throw in the towel on the masters because I could not manage both, I happened to run into my uncle, our last old Elder on my rez. He said, “Bob, I’m proud of you. No one has ever tried to do what you are doing before…I sort of had no choice…” The last few years have seen impressive gains in Aboriginal Education. These advances have been hard won and should be celebrated. They exist because of hard work carried out by Aboriginal education activists who were not willing to put up with the status quo anymore. They exist because Aboriginal people value education, but it needs to be an education that is relevant to their history, culture, and way of life. It is not a rejection of western education, though it is a desire to decolonize that education by creating an education that respects and honours the first peoples of this land. Having said that, it must be acknowledged that we still have a long way to go. It is a fact that there are few Aboriginal teachers. The differing value systems, as well as the ongoing legacies of colonization have resulted in a decreased sense of well-being and belonging within the education system for the Aboriginal teacher. Employment equity and other issues related to increasing the presence of Aboriginal teachers in our schools is about fairness. It is about fairness to our teachers, who face inequitable employment options, expectations and the continued questioning of our right to be here. It is about fairness to our children, who face many challenges in this education system and need to see themselves reflected in their education. It is about fairness to their parents, who care about their children’s opportunities. And finally it is about fairness for everyone else, who need to see real Aboriginal people and not stereotypes and myths. Our students of Aboriginal ancestry are a brilliant, talented, extraordinary group whose strength, perseverance, and humour often leave me absolutely in awe. Many have faced challenges, legacies of colonization, and attempted assimilation; they live lives that they never deserved. I see them persevere in systems that are alien to the traditional ways of learning. The teaching and learning, in my experience, have never been one way. The work we do here is for them—to create opportunity for them to have a sense of where they are from, who they are, and who they can be. Because if we, and they, didn’t have to fight to be treated equitably, to be treated fairly, can you imagine what they could accomplish? Robert Genaille is a TTOC, Fraser-Cascade District and chair of the BCTF Aboriginal Education Advisory Committee.  Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=21777,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 23, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 2010   BCTF advantage program changing partners  By Patti McLaughlin   A significant change is in store for the BCTF Advantage Program early in the new year. As of January 13, 2011, the British Columbia Automobile Association, (BCAA), will cease to be our principal partner. BCAA has made the decision to end its involvement in group marketing and will end its marketing and promotions to groups. It intends, instead, to concentrate on service to individual members. This change in no way affects BCTF members who have purchased BCAA memberships or any of BCAA’s insurance products. The BCAA will honour any discounts and benefits already promised to BCTF Advantage Program members, and members wanting to renew services at group rates may do so prior to January 13, 2011. On January 14, the BCTF Advantage Program will be introducing a new principal partner that will offer all the services previously offered to Advantage Program members, and, a new travel partner—W.E. Travel. Please watch the website: www.bctf.ca/advantage—the next edition of the Teacher newsmagazine, and your local newsletters for more information about our new partners and their offerings.  – Patti McLaughlin, BCTF Income Security Division    Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=16778&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2008 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 2, October 2008  Budget rally in Courtenay—Kids matter By Rich Overgaard On October 1, BCTF President Irene Lanzinger joined teachers, parents, and supporters from the Comox Valley for a rally in Courtenay outside one of the local hotels. Inside, government and opposition MLAs on the Select Standing Committee on Finance and Government Services were meeting about the 2009 provincial budget. The rally was staged to support the BCTF’s position that next year’s budget must include more resources to help children in their daily lives and in the classroom. School District 71 is facing multiple challenges this year. There are schools slated for closure even though many students are being put into overcrowded and mouldy portables. While speaking to local media, Irene Lanzinger blamed the challenges facing the Comox Valley on cutbacks by the provincial government and pointed reporters to the BCTF’s submission to the finance committee. Teachers at the rally were also joined by Susan Barr, a current School District 71 trustee, who is working with teachers to speak out against cuts and government downloading. – Rich Overgaard, BCTF media relations officer)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=18748,BCTF News Releases  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources   For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development News Release Archives 2014  2013  2012    2011 2010  2009  2008 2007  2006  Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2009 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE June 30, 2009 FSA results show parents turning away from controversial test The results from the 2009 Foundations Skills Assessment, released the week after schools closed for the summer, show more and more parents are pulling their children from the controversial tests, said BC Teachers’ Federation President Irene Lanzinger. “Teachers do not believe the Foundation Skills Assessment test, given to Grades 4 and 7 students every February, is an appropriate measure of student learning,” said Lanzinger. “More and more parents are pulling their children out of these controversial tests because they do not see the value the vague results provide. In addition, all of the education partners are opposed to the Fraser Institute using the data to unfairly rank schools.” This year, an unprecedented number of parents responded to an awareness campaign by BC’s teachers highlighting the negative impact the FSAs and the unfair rankings have on our school communities. In the Comox Valley, more than 20% of students did not write. In Vancouver, that number was over 30%. In Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows, more than 40% of Grade 7 students did not write the FSA. “The data this year is completely unreliable,” said Lanzinger. “It’s time to develop appropriate alternatives that actually support student learning and provide accurate information. The BCTF has called on the government numerous times to implement the FSA on a random-sample basis. That would prevent the unfair and inappropriate rankings and still provide data to track outcomes across the province. Random sampling would also ensure teachers are not pressured to teach to the test at the expense of other learning opportunities.” At the BC Teachers’ Federation 2009 Annual General Meeting, teachers voted to encourage government to implement a two-year moratorium on all standardized tests. That includes the FSA as well as provincial exams that universities in BC are no longer using for their admission requirements. Teachers at the AGM also voted to call on government to create a Testing and Assessment Task Force to find better models of testing and assessment that enhance student learning. “Teachers are not opposed to assessment,” said Lanzinger. “In fact, teachers assess their students in a professional and appropriate manner every day. The BCTF believes more appropriate assessment tools can be developed with all of the education partner groups, including government, trustees, principals, and parents.” -  30  - For more information, contact Rich Overgaard, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell). Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media last tweet "" @ - 12:00am Follow @ last post "" facebook/ - Jan 1st Like Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141007,www.reddit.com,http://www.reddit.com/r/WritingPrompts/,WritingPrompts: Prompts and motivation to create something out of nothing jump to content my subreddits announcementsArtAskRedditaskscienceawwblogbookscreepydataisbeautifulDIYDocumentariesEarthPornexplainlikeimfiveFitnessfoodfunnyFuturologygadgetsgamingGetMotivatedgifshistoryIAmAInternetIsBeautifulJokesLifeProTipslistentothismildlyinterestingmoviesMusicnewsnosleepnottheonionOldSchoolCoolpersonalfinancephilosophyphotoshopbattlespicsscienceShowerthoughtsspacesportstelevisiontifutodayilearnedTwoXChromosomesUpliftingNewsvideosworldnewsWritingPromptsedit subscriptions front -all -random |  Jokes -nosleep -GetMotivated -food -philosophy -Art -movies -Fitness -Music -listentothis -creepy -todayilearned -explainlikeimfive -Futurology -WritingPrompts -IAmA -tifu -TwoXChromosomes -worldnews -news -gadgets -EarthPorn -AskReddit -gifs -photoshopbattles -sports -aww -pics -Showerthoughts -books -DIY -dataisbeautiful -history -Documentaries -videos -InternetIsBeautiful -nottheonion -OldSchoolCool -science -television -funny -LifeProTips -space -askscience -personalfinance -mildlyinteresting -UpliftingNews -gamingmore »  WritingPrompts hot new rising controversial top gilded wiki promoted want to join? login or register in seconds| English limit my search to /r/WritingPrompts use the following search parameters to narrow your results: subreddit:subreddit find submissions in "subreddit" author:username find submissions by "username" site:example.com find submissions from "example.com" url:text search for "text" in url selftext:text search for "text" in self post contents self:yes (or self:no) include (or exclude) self posts nsfw:yes (or nsfw:no) include (or exclude) results marked as NSFW e.g. subreddit:aww site:imgur.com dog see the search faq for details. advanced search: by author, subreddit... remember mereset password login Submit a prompt WritingPromptsunsubscribesubscribe1,118,817 readers 600 users here now FEATURED: Please READ before posting • 1 MILLION Milestone Contest VOTING! • New Years Writing Challenge • Click here for our chatroom! Wrong Side of Heaven Image prompt from /u/zedturtle WELCOME! We are a subreddit dedicated to inspiring people to write! Find a prompt that moves you and reply with a story. It's all made up and the points don't matter. Rules and Guidelines: Mouseover for details. 1. No low-effort / joke responses / copypasta Including "This has been done before" comments. They will be removed on sight. 2. Top level replies to a prompt must be story or poem responses Requests for clarification are allowed. 3. No single word prompts It's fine to be brief but be creative! Image prompts may be excepted. 4. Post stuck in the spam filter? Message the mods! 5. Erotica / Offensive / 18+ Prompts must be marked NSFW Additionally, all NSFW responses to non-NSFW prompts MUST be posted separately as a [PI] post and marked NSFW. 6. Homework assignments are not allowed See /r/HomeworkHelp. 7. The moderators reserve the right to remove without notice anything we feel is harmful to the community This includes, but is not limited to any forms of hate speech, racism, pedophilia, incest, or rape. We will not tolerate it. 8. No plagiarism Period. 9. No copycat prompts They will be removed on sight and without notice. 10. Responses ought to be at least 25 words! Unless a prompt strictly requests short responses. This subreddit is meant to encourage writing, not encourage a single sentence or two. Use the REPORT button to report a rule violation This is the best way to help! FAQ - Frequently asked questions Post Tag Definitions: Mouseover for details. [WP] - Writing Prompt This is the most basic prompt. No restrictions - the prompter merely puts out a few things for you to be inspired by. What you create is up to you. [FF] - Flash Fiction This prompt has strict guidelines (must have length restriction! Possible restrictions: amount of time to respond, maximum amount of words under 400, etc.) [EU] - Established Universe For prompts that are based on existing fiction (AKA: Fan Fiction. eg: Harry Potter, Breaking Bad, Etc.) [CW] - Constrained Writing This is when a limitation (or forced usage) of a word, letter, etc. is put on the writer (WORD/SENTENCE COUNT LIMITATIONS ARE FF, NOT CW!) You should, however, give the prompt more direction than just the constraint. [PM] - Prompt Me When you want multiple things to write about, people respond with random prompts; you respond to them in the same thread. In order to post a PM thread, you must have responded to at least one prompt in the past. Only post these if you intend on responding to a few within six hours of posting, otherwise it will be removed. [MP] - Media Prompt The prompter gives a piece of media (audio or video) that inspires writing. [IP] - Image Prompt The prompter submits a striking image (or album of images) and the writers respond with whatever the image(s) inspired them to write. [PI] - Prompt Inspired Stories inspired by prompts that are three days or older. [CC] - Constructive Criticism Longer (150+) prompt replies that you are seeking critiques for. Be sure to correct all grammar before posting. [OT] - Off Topic Not a writing prompt but writing related? Use this. Relevant links: Mouseover for details. New to reddit? Click here! Learn the basics! bestofWritingPrompts Post and discuss your favorite stories & prompts! Related Links Friends and related subreddits CSS feedback, suggestions and bug reports Give me feedback on the new theme! Zen Mode Remove distractions from writing with this alternate theme. All content is © by the original authors. Design based on /r/flatblue created by /u/creesch created by [deleted]a community for 4 years message the moderators MODERATORS RyanKinderFounder / Co-Lead Mod SurvivorTypeCo-Lead Mod 202halffoundModerator / CSS WritingPromptsBotBot packos130Moderator mo-reeseCEO1Moderator The_Eternal_VoidModerator | /r/The_Eternal_Void xdiskModerator /r/thehiddenbar turnpike37Moderator MortronModerator | www.jmorton.ca ...and 13 more » reddit is a platform for internet communities where your votes shape what the world is talking about.learn more › what's this? This sponsored link is an advertisement generated with our self-serve advertisement tool. Use of this tool is open to all members of reddit.com, and for as little as $5.00 you can advertise in this area. Get started › This area shows new and upcoming links. Vote on links here to help them become popular, and click the forwards and backwards buttons to view more. Enter a keyword or topic to discover new subreddits around your interests. Be specific! You can access this tool at any time on the /subreddits/ page. 3 4 5 Moderator Post[MODPOST] Third Annual NanoPrep Month: Write a TL;DR of your novel / "I don't have time to write!" (self.WritingPrompts) submitted 4 hours ago by RyanKinderFounder / Co-Lead Mod - stickied post 15 comments sharecancel loading... 1 483 484 485 Constrained Writing[CW] Write a story using homophones so that it has a different meaning when read aloud. (self.WritingPrompts) submitted 11 hours ago * by AmberRising 113 comments sharecancel loading... 2 23 24 25 Writing Prompt[WP] "The thing most people don't know about me," said the President of the United States, "is that I slept my way to the top." (self.WritingPrompts) submitted 3 hours ago by WileECyrus 5 comments sharecancel loading... 3 23 24 25 Flash Fiction[FF] Go onto Wikipedia and press random. Write a story about the first article you get. MAX 500 words. (self.WritingPrompts) submitted 4 hours ago by MagnusPaajarvi 5 comments sharecancel loading... 4 251 252 253 Writing Prompt{wp} A deaf painter meets a blind musician and they fall in love. Tell the story of how they come to appreciate each other's art. (self.WritingPrompts) submitted 18 hours ago by Maktoo 32 comments sharecancel loading... 5 22 23 24 Writing Prompt[WP] A supervillian has taken over a maximum security prison. The inmates are about to find out they were better off before. (self.WritingPrompts) submitted 6 hours ago by vonBoomslanghttp://deckofhalftruths.tumblr.com 8 comments sharecancel loading... 6 14 15 16 Writing Prompt[WP] An unidentified hostile alien lifeform been wreaking chaos on an isolated settlement, you catch a glimpse of it for the first time. (self.WritingPrompts) submitted 4 hours ago * by ProKidneySamwise-Stories.Tumblr.com comment sharecancel loading... 7 13 14 15 Writing Prompt[WP] By asking people for donations, and to join his cause, a mysterious figure has raised an army of international volunteers and is defeating ISIS. He claims to know God, and wishes to rewrite the Abrahamic religions. Some call him a Messiah while others call him the anti-Christ. (self.WritingPrompts) submitted 5 hours ago by Dixzon comment sharecancel loading... 8 7 8 9 Prompt Me[PM] Prompt me (self.WritingPrompts) submitted 2 hours ago by icycoolx 11 comments sharecancel loading... 9 13 14 15 Writing Prompt[WP] Everyone in the world communicates telepathically with each other from birth...except you. You have no idea. One day you find out. (self.WritingPrompts) submitted 5 hours ago by 1YearWonder 1 comment sharecancel loading... 10 457 458 459 Established Universe[WP] It's your tenth birthday and you're finally old enough to get your first Pokémon. On your way to Professor Oak's lab, and owl flies by and drops a letter into your hands. It's from Hogwarts. You read the letter and realize you have a very difficult decision to make. (self.WritingPrompts) submitted 1 day ago by muffin_with_tentacle 61 comments sharecancel loading... 11 91 92 93 Established Universe[EU] After living with them for 80 years, the time has finally come for the Grim Reaper to take the souls of his forced companions: Billy and Mandy. (self.WritingPrompts) submitted 16 hours ago by ThePoorProdigy 10 comments sharecancel loading... 12 10 11 12 Writing Prompt[WP] You discovered that you can take other's illnesses but with an unexpected price to pay (self.WritingPrompts) submitted 5 hours ago by ImOnADie-OhFood 10 comments sharecancel loading... 13 7 8 9 Writing Prompt[WP] A man in a red hat once told me.. (self.WritingPrompts) submitted 2 hours ago by unicorn_em 4 comments sharecancel loading... 14 35 36 37 Established Universe[EU] The kids from Recess have just entered high school, and must take their pranks up a notch to impress their fellow classmates. (self.WritingPrompts) submitted 11 hours ago by Jomajorsh comment sharecancel loading... 15 6 7 8 Writing Prompt[WP] "Are you okay?" "Yeah." "No. Are you OKAY?" "...No." (self.WritingPrompts) submitted 3 hours ago by hidingfromthequeen 3 comments sharecancel loading... 16 3 4 5 Writing Prompt[WP] -Your Grandma asks you to come over and fix a leaky faucet. While your looking at the pipes under the sink, you find roughly 10,000 dollars worth of cocaine. (self.WritingPrompts) submitted 2 hours ago by NukeTheWhale17 comment sharecancel loading... 17 6 7 8 Writing Prompt[WP] You hook up with a really cute girl/guy at the bar, and they spend the night. You wake up, and they have grown angel wings. They aren't surprised by them, only by the fact that you can see them. (self.WritingPrompts) submitted 5 hours ago by ThatOneRussian 6 comments sharecancel loading... 18 11 12 13 Writing Prompt[WP]: Write a tragic, sad, depressing or downright horrible story. Add a TL;DR to the end which makes it hilarious (self.WritingPrompts) submitted 7 hours ago by wrestles_bears 9 comments sharecancel loading... 19 3 4 5 Established Universe[WP]Rorschach from the Watchmen is stuck in the body of Alex from home alone. A child molester he has been targeting has taken notice of him and stalking his house, getting ready to make a move. Easy prey? Perhaps not. Write his journal entries. (self.WritingPrompts) submitted 2 hours ago by fillet0fish 1 comment sharecancel loading... 20 3 4 5 Writing Prompt[WP] Pope Francis calls for a crusade against ISIS. He summons all Catholics to the Vatican, where he has secretly been building an army. (self.WritingPrompts) submitted 3 hours ago by Canuckleball comment sharecancel loading... 21 18 19 20 Writing Prompt[WP] After taking medication for the first time, you realize that many parts of your life were hallucinations (self.WritingPrompts) submitted 11 hours ago by i_might_bite 7 comments sharecancel loading... 22 5 6 7 Flash Fiction[FF] Write a snapshot of an interaction between a tight-knit group of friends that captures the friendship and their personalities. 400 word limit. (self.WritingPrompts) submitted 5 hours ago by ehmpsy_laffs 3 comments sharecancel loading... 23 584 585 586 Writing Prompt[WP] Two introverts are trying to hide from the drunken masses at a High School party gone wild. Tell me the story of them meeting in the only quiet room of the house. (self.WritingPrompts) submitted 1 day ago by Frederic_Charles_III 166 comments sharecancel loading... 24 2 3 4 Writing Prompt[WP] An old couple driving on a country road accidentally hit a teenage boy, when they check if he is okay they notice he's extremely cold to the touch. (self.WritingPrompts) submitted 2 hours ago by 111phantom 2 comments sharecancel loading... 25 2 3 4 Writing Prompt[WP] When people arrive in heaven they choose what they look like. This decision is irreversible, and it must match their own body at some point during their mortal existence. Today you meet someone who looks like an emaciated old man. (self.WritingPrompts) submitted 2 hours ago by Anus_Blenders 5 comments sharecancel loading... view more: next › about blog about team source code advertise jobs help wiki FAQ reddiquette rules contact us tools mobile firefox extension chrome extension buttons widget <3 reddit gold store redditgifts reddit AMA app reddit.tv radio reddit Use of this site constitutes acceptance of our User Agreement and Privacy Policy. © 2014 reddit inc. All rights reserved. REDDIT and the ALIEN Logo are registered trademarks of reddit inc. close this window you'll need to login or register to do that create a new account all it takes is a username and password privacy philosophy we limit data collected about you and your use of the platform, your personal information is never for sale, we use and disclose information to prevent people from abusing the platform, but we never disclose it for any other reason unless required by law. for more information, see our privacy policy. username:try anotheravailable! account recovery email:  (optional)we only send email at your request password: verify password: remember me create account is it really that easy? only one way to find out... login already have an account and just want to login? username: password: remember me recover password login close this window interface language English [en]العربية [ar]Беларуская мова [be]български език [bg]Bosanski [bs]català [ca]česky [cs]dansk [da]Deutsch [de]Ελληνικά [el]English (Australia) [en-au]English (Canadian) [en-ca]English (Great Britain) [en-gb]English [en-us]Esperanto [eo]español [es]español [es-ar]eesti keel [et]Euskara [eu]فارسی [fa]suomi [fi]français [fr]Gàidhlig [gd]עברית [he]मानक हिन्दी [hi]hrvatski [hr]Magyar [hu]Հայերեն լեզու [hy]Bahasa Indonesia [id]íslenska [is] (*)italiano (Italy) [it]日本語 [ja]ಕನ್ನಡ [kn_IN]한국어 [ko]Latin [la]1337 [leet]LOL [lol]lietuvių kalba [lt]latviešu valoda [lv]Nederlands [nl]Nynorsk [nn]Norsk [no]Arrrrrrrr! [pir]polski [pl]português [pt] (*)português [pt-pt]português brasileiro [pt_BR]română [ro]русский [ru]slovenčina [sk]slovenščina [sl]српски језик [sr]Srpski [sr-la]Svenska [sv]தமிழ் [ta]ภาษาไทย [th]Türkçe [tr]українська мова [uk]Tiếng Việt [vi]中文 [zh] (*) incomplete volunteer to translate π Rendered by PID 12394 on app-88 at 2014-10-07 21:39:49.478578+00:00 running ba6f5e0 country code: US.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=10106,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 5, April 2003 Research documents the effects of cuts by Charlie Naylor BCTF Research is collecting data on the changes to special education and ESL services in Nanaimo and Coquitlam. Studying the changes occurring this year in the two districts is providing insight on the effect of the cuts on students and teachers. The initial key findings of the special education, learning assistance, ESL project include: • Only the most severe student needs are being addressed as schools cannot meet more moderate/less severe cases with the available staffing and resources. • There are fewer classroom teachers than the declining enrolment warrants, and with class-size increases, the classroom teacher’s capacity to include all students is severely affected. • Differences between schools in higher and lower socio-economic areas appear to be considerable. Many schools in lower socio-economic areas have higher concentrations of students with special needs, and they are having a much tougher time this year in meeting those needs. • Substantially fewer students are being designated in high-incidence categories (8% fewer across the province), with corresponding reductions in services in many instances. • Fewer students are able to access specialist support teachers for special education, learning assistance, and ESL because there are fewer teachers in those positions, and for many, time allocation in the specialist support positions has been reduced. • Specialist support teachers’ capacity to meet students’ needs is significantly reduced because their caseloads have risen to alarming levels, and they are less able to support the work of classroom teachers. • Because of cuts to specialist support staffing, many specialists are dealing with areas such as ESL/learning assistance and special education in one job package but have no training or experience in some areas of specialization. This circumstance is reducing the quality of services to students. • ESL and special education staffing cuts appear disproportionately greater than other cuts. • Too many students with special needs are being placed in some secondary elective classes. That placement is reducing the capacity of teachers to meet their needs and forcing changes in pedagogical styles, which teachers consider inappropriate for the students in their classes. • Audits have become counter-productive, increasing paperwork and reducing services to students. The focus on audit and accountability requirements is diverting resources away from delivering services to students. • Both classroom and specialist support teachers are reporting high levels of stress because of the strain of meeting students’ needs with fewer resources. Some specialist teachers are opting out of the role because the demands are too great. When those with considerable experience of specialist support work no longer perform such work, and when relatively inexperienced staff take over those positions, students are negatively affected. • Decentralized decision-making is reducing the effectiveness of inclusion or ESL as sites are developing very different approaches with less consistency and reduced district support. In some cases, AOs may be making decisions that counter inclusionary policies and that reduce services to ESL students and/or to students with special needs. • Collaborative planning and programming being reduced as classroom teachers are increasingly reluctant to join a process that offers no support beyond the planning stage. A wide body of research suggests that collaborative planning and programming optimize educational experiences for both ESL students and for students with learning differences and special needs. Removing such collaboration therefore reduces the likelihood of optimum programs, and negatively affects both ESL students and students with special learning needs. • Teachers are reporting an ethical dilemma; they believe that what is written in IEPs is, in many cases, not being implemented. The ethical dilemma is what to tell parents, when teachers also feel under pressure from school or district administrators to say that the IEP is being implemented as written. What happens now? Motions have been prepared for the BCTF Executive that stress the basic human rights of all students to an inclusive education system. Other motions stress that the current inclusionary system is in crisis and urgently requires increased and improved systemic support. The BCTF is also proposing to develop a range of practical supports and strategies for teachers as part of its focus on supporting the professional work of teachers. The BCTF wants to hear from you if some of these findings are similar to your experience. We also want to hear from you about the directions we hope to take in support of both teachers and an inclusionary education system. Use any of the following to tell us if similar or different things are happening in your work and in your school. Access the project’s web conference at discuss.bctf.ca/board/education, cnaylor@bctf.ca, or mail your comments to Charlie Naylor, BCTF Research, 100-550 West 6th Avenue, Vancouver, BC V5Z 4P2 Charlie Naylor is a researcher in the BCTF’s Research and Technology Division. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9160,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 19, Number 1, September 2006 On being well: Wellness is lifelong personal development by Julia Johnson Last year September came with uncertainty. Teachers began their school year not knowing where their collective stand to negotiate a contract that would restore working and learning conditions was going to take them, and 10 months later on June 30th they ended the school year with a five-year collective agreement in need of ratification by its membership. For BCTF President Jinny Sims, this agreement-in-committee with the employer is being viewed as a significant gain for the teaching profession of BC—significant because "[teachers] stood firm for their students, public education, their profession, and their own rights." (BCTF Bargaining Bulletin #31). At the Summer Associates’ and Trainers’ Institute held at UBC in August, Irene Lanzinger, BCTF first vice-president, suggested that this five-year contract was significant because it would provide time for teachers, local executives, and the Federation to reflect on the work of each member and each focus group. Instead of being "intensely engaged in actions related to union issues such as bargaining, the Federation as a whole and its individual members now have the opportunity to think more deeply about their work." Mike Lombardi, speaking about professional development for teachers at the trainers’ institute stated that the ProD priorities, as determined at the AGM in March 2006, would be as follows: "Teachers would (1) be instrumental in developing educational policy as it relates to student learning and what goes on in the classroom, (2) advocate for continued improvements in student learning conditions, (3) continue to strive for autonomy of their professional development because they know what is best for kids, (4) continue to challenge the accountability agenda at the school, district, and provincial levels, (5) advocate for a quality education system that is free from the privatization of commercial interest, (6) promote the work of social justice action groups, and (7) extend the work of the Federation in Aboriginal education. This September, teachers are relieved they will be able to begin their school year without political drama. They are grateful for the opportunity to enter their classrooms knowing that for the next five years there will be no province-wide interruption to their teaching. Beginning a school year with this stability will help to promote professional development, as teachers will have more opportunity to converse about their teaching practices. When teachers spend time with their colleagues talking about things they care about—in particular the practice of teaching—their intellectual, social, and emotional wellness needs are attended to. Educator John W. Gardner, author of books on changing and decaying societies and personal renewal wrote: "Every institution in our society should contribute to the growth of the individual. Every institution must, of course have its own purposes and preoccupations, but over and above everything else that it does, it should be prepared to answer the question posed by society: What is your institution doing to foster the development of the individual within it?" For the next five years the direction of the BCTF will be to explore this question through the diverse PD workshops they provide. Facilitating this endeavour are volunteer PD associates who have been trained to help you think more deeply about the issues you encounter and the work you do. If we are to "continue to advocate for our students, ourselves, and for a socially just and civil society" (Jinny Sims) then we must also ask the question, "What am I becoming?" because "unless you change how you are, you will always have what you’ve got" (Jim Rohn). And what we have is a diverse society manifesting its troubled heart by warring. Rohn, author of Claim Your Power, suggests that we need to learn to work harder on ourselves than we do on our job and that "the business of personal development lasts a lifetime." To be sure personal development is what keeps us healthy in mind, body, and soul and maintaining a regime of personal well being is lifelong work. Getting help in achieving personal wellness and workplace health is only a phone call away through the BCTF workshop wellness program. Julia Johnson, a retired learning resource teacher in Quesnel, is a BCTF PD wellness associate and a member of the Teacher Newsmagazine Advisory Board. livingjewels@shaw.ca. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/LATA/resources/web/top30.htm,top30       When asked, "If you could only have 30 resources, which ones could you absolutely not give up?", this is what some of the LATA executive chose: # TITLE AUTHOR/PUBLISHER 1 Special Education Services: A Manual of Policies, Procedures and Guidelines BC Ministry of Education 2 Special Education Resource Documents on specific topics such as "Learning Disabilities", "Intellectual Disabilities", "IEP Planning", "Autism Spectrum Disorder", etc. BC Ministry of Education 3 Performance Standards BC Ministry of Education 4 Evaluating, Selecting And Managing Learning Resources BC Ministry of Education 5 Balancing The Math Act Kim Sutton 6 Phonics They Use Patricia M. Cunningham 7 Guided Reading Gay Su Pinnell & Irene C. Fountas 8 Classrooms That Work: They can all read and write Patricia M. Cunningham & Richard L. Allington 9 Becoming Literate Marie M. Clay  10 Readers And Writers With A Difference: A Holistic Approach to Teaching Learning Disabled and Remedial Students Curt Dudley-Marling & Lynn K. Rhodes 11 Visualizing & Verbalizing Stories Nanci Bell 12 The Tough Kid Book: Practical Classroom Management Strategies Ginger Rhode, William R. Jenson & H. Kenton Reavis 13 Diagnostic Reading Program Alberta Education 14 Diagnostic Math Program Alberta Education 15 Circles Of Friends Robert & Martha Perske 16 Multiple Intelligences In The Classroom Thomas Armstrong 17 The Partners Video Kit Seedling Publications 18 An Observation Survey of Early Literacy Achievement Marie M. Clay 19 How To Reach And Teach ADD/ADHD Children: Practical Techniques, Strategies and Interventions for Helping Children with Attention Problems and Hyperactivity Sandra F. Rief 20 The Pre-Referral Intervention Manual:The most common learning and behaviour problems encountered in the educational environment Stephen B. McCarney 21 "The List" Gwen Bartnik 22 Brigance Screens and Inventories Curriculum Associates 23 Teacher's Encyclopedia Of Behaviour Management Randy Sprick and Lisa Howard 24 The First Days Of School: How To Be An Effective Teacher Harry K. Wong & Rosemary T. Won 25 Orchestrating Positive And Practical Behaviour Plans Dawn Reithaug 26 Strategies And Tactics For Effective Instruction Bob Algozzine & James Ysseldyke 27 Ideas For Inclusion: The Classroom Teacher's Guide to Integrating Students with Severe Disabilities Anne M. Beninghof 28 If You're Trying To Teach Kids To Write, You've Gotta Have This Book (2nd Edition) Marjorie Frank 29 Differentiated Teaching and Learning In Heterogeneous Classrooms Robi Kronberg 30 Five Minute Warm-Ups For The Middle Grades: Quick & Easy Activities to Reinforce Basic Skills Bea Green, Sandi Schlichting & Mary Ellen Thomas The Vital Link - LATA Handbook pages 218 - 220 17/09/01)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141006,globalnews.ca,http://globalnews.ca/news/1537118/calls-for-heightened-pedestrian-safety-following-death-of-calgary-woman/,Calls for heightened pedestrian safety following death of Calgary woman  | Globalnews.ca Your Region: National BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg On TV: News Hour Sections National National sections Locals Local sections Watch Watch sections Search Canada Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released Sections Health Money Consumer Tech Entertainment Environment Science Lifestyle Sports Featured Canada World Politics Investigations Canada Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released Your Region National Change BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Health Money Consumer Tech Entertainment Environment Science Lifestyle Sports Jump to a Region National BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Man trying to reach Bermuda in inflatable bubble rescued by Coast Guard Schedule NowNews Hour 6:30pmGlobal National More Programs Global National The West Block 16x9 The Morning Show More Personalities Dawna Friesen Carolyn Jarvis Liza Fromer Tom Clark More News Major snowfall covers N. Manitoba Entertainment ‘Gone Girl’ wins weekend box office News Journalist with Ebola arrives at US hospital Canada Quebecor sells off Sun newspaper chain News Crowdfunded bus debuts in Toronto Entertainment Depardieu reveals past as escort, thief Canada MPs debate motion for airstrikes in Iraq Sports NBA extends television deals for 9 years Trending Maple Syrup Heist Hong Kong protests Iraq crisis Luka Magnotta Ebola outbreak enterovirus D68 Ukraine Retail Wars Pedestrian Safety August 31, 2014 10:13 pm Calls for heightened pedestrian safety following death of Calgary woman By Tracy Nagai  Global News What is this? Sponsored content is written by Global News' editorial staff without any editorial influence by the sponsor. If you'd like to learn more... What is this ? X What is this? Sponsored content is written by Global News' without any editorial influence by the sponsor. If you'd like to learn more... CALGARY – A Calgary senior hit by an SUV in Kensington several weeks ago has died from her injuries. Lillian Conrad, 86, was one of two women hit while using a marked crosswalk at Kensington Road and 11 A Street N.W. on August 18th. Her death has sparked calls for heightened pedestrian safety measures. Councillor Druh Farrell said the city is looking at ways to increase pedestrian safety — and a review is expected to be completed next year. Story continues below Related Stories Two women struck by SUV in Kensington “If you look at today and all the activity that’s happening along Kensington road, it’s impossible to go the speed limit and be safe,” Farrell said. “So it makes sense you would lower the speed limit in a highly populated shopping district like this.” The collision happened just before 8 p.m. It’s believed the setting sun may have been a factor. “This is not normal. Our goal should be zero deaths in the city of Calgary, both by driving and walking.” Sergeant Dean Vegso of Calgary Police says drivers need to take responsibility. “As a driver, things can happen, whether it’s fog or snow or in this case sun in the eyes or in the windshield. The onus is on the driver to drive safely,” Vegso said. There have been nearly 8,300 crashes involving pedestrians in Calgary in the last 16 years. This is the sixth pedestrian death in 2014. “More and more people are walking in Calgary. We’re trying to encourage pedestrian activity, trying to encourage walkable communities and this flies in the face of the type of city we’re trying to build,” Farrell said. Police say charges are expected to be laid against the driver. A pedestrian safety blitz will be launched this week to kick off the beginning of the school year. Report an error Calgary Police Service Pedestrian Safety Tracy Nagai Reporter Tracy Nagai’s career as a television producer and reporter first began seven years ago in Calgary, after graduating in 2005 from the broadcast program at Mount Royal College. More Stories News Langley residents protest “death road” Homicide unit investigates deadly shooting in northeast Calgary Businesses forced to wait on city crews to clean up toppled trees Are you endangering your kids by driving them to school? Toronto’s 10 most dangerous schools for pedestrians Comments Popular Now Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released 20224 How does Ebola spread? 5 things you need to know 18659 Accused Madeleine McCann Twitter troll found dead 9985 Ebola: 5 reasons why an outbreak is highly unlikely in Canada 7298 UPDATE: What’s the best, cheapest Canadian cellphone plan out there? 5891 Featured Content Canada Ebola: 5 reasons why an outbreak is highly unlikely in Canada What are the chances of an Ebola outbreak taking off in Canada? It isn’t likely, according to experts. And here are a number of reasons why. Continue reading → Environment Are we in the midst of a mass extinction? There have been 5 mass extinctions — the loss of 75 per cent or more of the world’s species — in Earth’s history. Scientists now believe that we are at the early stages of the sixth. Continue reading → Health Lab-grown penises may soon be ‘ready for testing’ on humans Researchers in North Carolina say penises grown in laboratories could “soon be ready for human testing,” offering hope for men who have had traumatic injuries or penile cancer. Continue reading → Canada Meet Rachel Parent — the teen fighting for GMO labelling in Canada Rachel Parent is a 15-year-old activist. Her goal: mandatory labelling in Canada of all genetically modified organisms, or GMOs that are found as ingredients in food. Continue reading → Canada Abandoned puppies on the mend Twenty hungry, cold and flea-infested puppies found in a Saskatchewan field are now being nursed back to health at Battleford’s Humane Society. Continue reading → Science Everything you need to know about Wednesday’s lunar eclipse On Oct. 8, Canada will be treated to its second lunar eclipse of the year. Find out what you can expect. Continue reading → Canada Can homegrown food win the climate change war? Wondering what’s the single most effective way to combat climate change? Plant a garden. Continue reading → Canada 16×9: An investigation into illegal lumber Timber thieves are stealing wood from the Russian Far East, processing it in China and then shipping it to North America, a 16×9 investigation has found. Continue reading → Highlights Hounds of Parliament: As commuting cyclist and budget watchdog, Frechette must make his presence known Frechette draws a line distinguishing his personality as a cyclist and as the parliamentary budget officer. But surely there’s a parallel between the assertive man he is on a bike and in the role of PBO? Continue reading → Email alerts Sign up for FREE daily Globalnews.ca newsletters and breaking news alerts Email Address National Daily News National Breaking News By clicking on the submit button, I have read, understood and agreed to our privacy policy Twitter Follow globalnews 20 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews USA Swimming suspends #MichaelPhelps for 6 months glbn.ca/ClLU9 pic.twitter.com/nqC3dQ3NhL 20 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews Hillary Clinton: military action against ISIS “critical” and “essential” globalnews.ca/news/1600343/w… #cdnpoli 32 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews Boy left in car during church choir practice dies glbn.ca/ClKBB Jump to a Region BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Connect Facebook Twitter Google+ RSS Contact Us Global News About Us Privacy Policy Principles & Practices Terms & Conditions Copyright Shaw Media Advertise Open Data © Shaw Media Inc., 2014. All rights reserved. Follow Follow “Global News” Get every new post delivered to your Inbox. Join 3,820 other followers Powered by WordPress.com Shaw Connect Expand News Entertainment Entertainment Home Celebs Movies TV Music Living Lifestyle Food Home & Living Sports Money Tech Travel Breaktime Autos Watch TV Online All Sites Global Global News Food Network HGTV History Television Showcase Slice DTOUR ET Canada National Geographic Movietime Lifetime H2 DIY Action NG Wild Mystery IFC BBC Deja Vu Twist)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=30181,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2013 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 25, Number 7, May/June 2013   What kind of citizen do we hope to graduate from our K–12 public schools?  By Joanna Larson  As we race from planning and teaching, to marking and reporting in our classrooms, it is not often we take the time to stop and think about the kind of citizens we want our students to become. We may do so in a general sense, hoping they acquire good jobs, graduate from university, and perhaps vote. But, it is rare we really take the time to consider the above question critically, or engage in a debate with our peers about the qualities we believe we should be developing in our students as citizens. The Ministry of Education is hoping we are turning out an “Educated Citizen.” Their definition of this has existed in a Statement of Education Policy Order, since 1989. The ministry aspires us to graduate educated people who have the ability to think clearly and critically, and to adapt to change. They will be citizens who accept the tolerant and multifaceted nature of Canadian society and who are motivated to participate actively in our democratic institutions. In order to achieve this goal the Ministry of Education believe schools should be focused on the development of citizens who are: thoughtful, and able to learn and to think critically, and who can communicate information from a broad knowledge base. creative, flexible, self-motivated, and who have a positive self image. capable of making independent decisions. skilled and who can contribute to society generally, including the world of work. productive, who gain satisfaction through achievement and who strive for physical well being. co-operative, principled, and respectful of others regardless of differences. aware of the rights and prepared to exercise the responsibilities of an individual within the family, the community, Canada, and the world. It’s hard to disagree with such a statement. On the surface, the ministry presents us with goals that most of us agree with, but what if anything is missing? The ministry’s view of an educated citizen fits with an amenable, compliant, and generally positive thinker. What it doesn’t do though, is give us a glimpse of the society we want this educated citizen to fit into, and how the educated citizen should participate to shape society. Essentially, the Ministry of Education has a vision of a citizen who will maintain the status quo, not rock the boat, and participate on a superficial level in aspects of politics and societal change. It doesn’t challenge individuals to take direct action against exploitation, marginalization, and violence. It does not challenge the status quo of an existing society with far too much inequality, intolerance, and hostility. It is my belief, that we should be nurturing citizens who believe in a more socially and environmentally just world. Educated citizens should work toward social change, and greater equity in broader society. As teachers we should be encouraging this through practice in our schools. We should be teaching and practicing democratic principles, collective responsibility, and social and economic justice. Educated citizens as I see them, must be willing to struggle against inequality and oppression. The stories of Rehtaeh Parsons, and Amanda Todd, are not just devastating in their loss, but they illustrate the growing need for direct action in preventing such tragedies in the future. The educated citizens we graduate from our schools cannot just be content to wear a pink t-shirt once a year, or share meme’s on Facebook. Educated, engaged citizens must be willing to take direct action to change and shape our society for the better. Social and environmental justice-oriented citizenship, requires people, individually and collectively, to make decisions and take on actions that are often uncomfortable, and can be dangerous. They require courage and perseverance. Recently, the BCTF selected 62 teacher representatives from across the province to be involved in eight different Ministry of Education Provincial Curriculum Development Teams. The purpose is to update and revise curriculum to meet current government policy and the needs of today’s students. What is different in this round of curriculum development is the ministry’s expectation that the teams will be communicating and seeking feedback from their colleagues throughout the process. In the past, teams have been required to sign non-disclosure agreements. Our representatives have an enormous responsibility in their roles on the ministry teams, and we do too as classroom and specialist teachers, and public education advocates. This is an opportunity for us all to be involved in the process of revising curriculum in BC, and shaping the future of our province. Since they came to be, schools have been designed to shape the societies in which they were situated, and all societies have used education as a means of social control. The question for us is what kind of society is it that we desire? And how do we best achieve that through what we teach? It is my hope, teachers will take every opportunity in the coming months to reflect, debate, and participate in this discussion. John Dewey believed, education as a social process and function has no definite meaning or purpose until we define the kind of society we have in mind. Are we content with the status quo? Or do we desire something better?  Joanna Larson, president, Prince Rupert Teachers’ Association   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/BargainingAndContracts.aspx?id=4938,BCTF > Letter to Gordon Campbell from David Chudnovsky  	Bargaining and contracts  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers Aboriginal Education  Bargaining & Collective Agreements  Français  Health & Safety  New Teachers  Opportunities for Members  Pensions Professional Development  Professional Rights & Responsibility  Provincial Specialist Associations  Salary & Benefits  Teachers Teaching On Call  Teaching Resources  For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Bargaining and Contracts > Bargaining Rights   May 8, 2001 Honourable Gordon Campbell Leader of the Official Opposition Leader of the B.C. Liberal Party Room 201, Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Dear Mr. Campbell: Public opinion polls indicate that you are likely to lead the next government of British Columbia. Therefore I am writing to you today to raise several issues of importance to B.C. teachers with respect to positions you and your party have taken during the campaign. You have identified the imposition of “essential services” in public education as one of the changes that would take place within ninety days of forming a government. The BCTF has sought the details of this proposal from you and others. To this point the responses to our questions have lacked clarity. They have in fact been inconsistent, ambiguous and confusing. We have been unable to determine, therefore, the precise impact such an initiative might have on existing bargaining rights. You are, however, aware that B.C. teachers are currently at the bargaining table with our employer representatives, the B.C. Public School Employers’ Association. The imposition of any new process for resolving outstanding contract issues, in the middle of an already complex bargaining round, would only serve to make resolution more difficult. B.C. teachers are, and have been for many years, justifiably frustrated with the current structure and process of collective bargaining. However, we believe it is not in the interest of the system to make dramatic changes during bargaining. On behalf of the teachers of the province I ask that, should your party form the next provincial government, you not make any unilateral changes to the collective bargaining system. Once the parties have concluded a collective agreement the BCTF would be pleased to meet with you or your representatives to discuss the effectiveness of the current bargaining regime. Indeed, we look forward to meeting both with the new Premier and the new Minister of Education to put forward our views on this important issue. I have been made aware that Mr. Gordon Hogg, the education critic for your party in the legislature, has stated that a Liberal government would introduce “flexibility” into existing class size provisions in B.C. Since class size limits currently in effect are part of the collective agreement between teachers and our employers, I assume that Mr. Hogg was simply suggesting that government representatives to BCPSEA would advance such an idea for discussion, and that it might at some future date, if adopted by the employer group, be advanced at the bargaining table. Teachers and their employers have over the years concluded numerous agreements containing class size provisions, including the most recent one to bring the primary class size limits into the provincial collective agreement. Once again, should your party form a government, I urge you to avoid any intervention in this delicate and complex matter that would inevitably result in a more protracted and difficult bargaining process. You should be aware that in October of 1999 the B.C. Teachers’ Federation participated in a survey of B.C. residents on attitudes regarding “flexibility” and class size. The results were instructive and I share some of them with you. Respondents were asked, “In most collective agreements in B.C. between teachers and their employers, there are limits regarding class sizes, that is, the number of students that can be placed in each class. Do you support or oppose having such limits?” Eight-four percent of British Columbians and 88% of those with children in public schools supported such limits. More importantly, those surveyed were tested on their response to two opposing points of view. “School boards argue that limits on class sizes should be removed to allow more flexibility in structuring classes. Teachers argue that class size limits are required to maintain quality education. Which is closer to your view?” Seventy-seven percent of British Columbians and 82% of those with children in public schools said they support maintaining the limits on class sizes. It is important to note that even the employer association representing school boards, BCPSEA, no longer makes this argument. They have agreed with BCTF that current provisions for “flexibility” in the collective agreement are adequate. There is today broad recognition among the citizens of the province that B.C. teachers have negotiated important improvements for students through collective bargaining. This is true not only for class size limits, but also with respect to services for students with special needs, provision of library, counseling and learning assistance and many other services and programs. Over the last decade in Ontario, governments have made the error of imposing unilateral and dramatic changes in public education. The result has been conflict and instability. The teachers of B.C. do not wish to go down the same road, but if forced to, we will strongly defend our bargaining rights and the improvements we’ve achieved for teachers and students in British Columbia. BCTF members want, more than anything, the respect to which we are entitled for the work we do in the classrooms of the province. We ask that you and your party commit yourselves to showing that respect, and to working with us to continue to build on the quality public education system enjoyed in British Columbia. We stand ready to engage in productive discussion and debate on key education issues with any new government. I will be addressing a meeting of local BCTF presidents and bargaining chairpersons in open session on Wednesday, May 9 and plan to inform them of my communication with you on these matters. I will be asking them to forward copies of this letter to their local Liberal candidates. I ask that you consider seriously my comments, and work toward establishing a positive relationship with teachers should the voters choose to elect you on May 16. Yours truly, David Chudnovsky President cc: B.C. Liberal Candidates BCTF Executive Committee BCTF Local Presidents About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/AdvocacyAndAction.aspx?id=26848&libID=26838,BCTF > Chronology of education legislation and actions by the BC Liberal government 2011  	BCTF Action and Advocacy  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Advocacy and Action > Campaigns   Chronology of education legislation and actions by the BC Liberal government Description and impact of legislation and actions 2011 November 1, 2011 (3rd Reading) Bill 12 – The Teachers Act  Repeals the former Teaching Profession Act and dissolves the BC College of Teachers. The bill establishes new structures, within the Ministry of Education, to certify, regulate, and discipline teachers. The college will be replaced with a new council with a more focused mandate, including setting standards for certification of teachers, approval of teacher education programs at universities, and adjudication of serious disciplinary matters. The new BC Teachers’ Council will consist of 3 teachers nominated by the BCTF, 5 teachers elected regionally and 7 members appointed by the Minister of Education. A Commissioner will be appointed to oversee professional conduct and discipline matters. Any hearings will be before a Disciplinary Board consisting of 1 teacher and 2 government appointees. The Director of Certification will determine whether applicants meet the requirements for certification with respect to both qualifications and good character. Impact:  Public reporting of discipline  The act contains numerous provisions that make discipline proceedings more public. Under Section 61, oral discipline hearings will be open to the public unless the panel orders otherwise. The Federation is concerned about the potential for these to be “show trials”. Under Section 54 of the bill, consent resolution agreements will not be confidential. Notice of the agreements must be published on a public website. It is concerning that this does not seem to be limited to agreements that have a disciplinary outcome. Publication of such agreements would seriously compromise the privacy of teachers who are struggling with health problems and other challenges. Limited right of appeal  Section 40 of the old Teaching Profession Act provided a right to appeal any decision of the college to the courts. Bill 12 removes that right. Section 42 of Bill 12 provides that the decisions of the commissioner and of a panel are final and binding. It would still be possible to seek a judicial review by the courts of decisions. However, the grounds for review would be narrower than a full appeal. The Federation is very concerned about this aspect of the Act. Annual fee  The annual fee is set by regulation and the act provides that it will be an automatic deduction from all employees’ wages. The ministry has announced this will be $80. This Act has removed teachers’ rights of self‐regulation. The responsibility for certification has returned to the ministry. The Federation maintains that it is the ministry who should provide funding for their responsibility. The legislation essentially removes a teacher’s right to appeal any decision of the new BC Teachers’ Council to the courts, and it provides for hearings to be public. Duty to report discipline  There is no change to the matters required to be reported to the Disciplinary and Professional Conduct Board by the employer. The government did not clarify how employment related discipline, such as letters of reprimand, will be dealt with by the employer at the school district level. The BCTF recommended that only serious matters will be referred to and dealt with by the Disciplinary Board. There is no direction in the legislation to define the difference between employment matters and misconduct. The minister did indicate in the House debate that employment matters should be dealt with by the employer—the school district and superintendent. Gaps in consultation process  While the minister did meet with the full‐time table officers of the BCTF several times, there were still items included in the legislation that were never discussed—in particular, he omitted to mention the lack of right to appeal and the public nature of hearings.         About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/SalaryAndBenefits.aspx?id=4780,BCTF > Pensions  	Salary & Benefits  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers Aboriginal Education  Bargaining & Collective Agreements  Français  Health & Safety  New Teachers  Opportunities for Members  Pensions Professional Development  Professional Rights & Responsibility  Provincial Specialist Associations  Salary & Benefits  Teachers Teaching On Call  Teaching Resources  For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Salary and Benefits > Pensions Pensions Changes to the Teachers' Pension Plan In October 2012 the Teachers’ Pension Plan Board of Trustees released the results of the 2011 actuarial valuation of the Teachers’ Pension Plan basic account.  This is a complex process that requires the actuary to calculate the present value of all liabilities ($20.7 billion ) and assets ($19.8 billion) to determine the funded status of the plan based on economic and demographic assumptions. This ensures the plan’s financial health and stability for the approximately 46,000 active members of the plan. As a result the plan is 96% funded and has an unfunded liability of $855 million. The Board identified three key factors that contributed to the unfunded status of the plan: underperformance in Canadian and global markets limited investment gains life expectancy of plan members is increasing fewer plan members than anticipated. Due to the funded position of the plan, the Joint Trust Agreement governing our pension requires a 2.6% increase in the contribution rate to be shared equally between plan members and the employer. These rate increases will come into effect as of July 1, 2013.   Member   Employer  Old rates Rates effective July 1, 2013 Old rates Rates effective July 1, 2013 Below YMPE* 11.2% 12.5% 13.33% 14.63% Above YMPE* 12.7% 14% 14.83% 16.13% * The YMPE is the year’s maximum pensionable earnings for the set by Revenue Canada. The YMPE for 2012 is $50,100. If you are considering purchasing service for a leave of absence that ended within the past five years you can save money by submitting your application to your employer before June 30, 2013.  All applications for received before this date will be based on the current contribution rates. For more information visit the Teachers’ Pension Plan website: www.tpp.pensionsbc.ca or contact the plan by email: tpp@pensionsbc.ca or by phone 1-800-665-6770 (toll-free in Canada and US). Teachers' Pension Plan (TPP) Following is a summary of the Teachers’ Pension Plan Rules. In case of a conflict between the summary and the rules, the rules will take precedence. For income tax implications, you should contact a tax specialist. Appeals  Access your Pension Information Online   Countdown to Retirement: A Checklist  Joint Trusteeship  Pensions & WCB/ICBC claims  Purchasing general leave of absence  Purchasing maternity and parental leave of absence  Tax deducting purchase of service  Transferring service from another province  Further information is available from the Teachers’ Pension Plan. The Personalized Pension Estimator,and the Purchase of Service Estimator are both available when you log on at  “My Account.” As well, a general  Purchase of Service Estimator will assist in estimating the cost of purchasing a leave of absence. The Teachers' Pension Plan web page provides contacts for pension inquiries. The BCTF Income Security Division, 604-871-1921, toll-free 1-800-663-9163, does not have your personal pension information, but will answer questions and assist you if you provide the information. Your annual Members Benefit Statement from the Teachers’ Pension Plan provides you with your personal pension information. Pension seminars Two new Pension Seminars are presented jointly by the BCTF and the BC Pension Corporation. Seminar 1 - Your Pension, Your Future Membership does have its privileges. Your contributions to the Teachers’ Pension Plan now will be your income down the road. Come and see what your future holds. Pension Seminar Schedule and Registration   Seminar 2 - Thinking About Retiring You’ve worked hard. You’re moving into a new phase of your life, and ready for your years of membership in the Teachers’ Pension Plan to begin paying off. Come and check out your options. Pension Seminar Schedule and Registration   Retirement Planning Workshop: "There's More to it than Money"   Members should contact their local offices about the workshop. Teachers' Pension Plan reports and announcements The Special Report of the Pensions Committee to the 2004 BCTF AGM provides members with considerable pension information related to BCTF action, pension benefits, and agreed-to future improvements to the Teachers' Pension Plan. The Teachers' Pension Plan may issue announcements, often to employers. These announcements are made when there are changes to pension plan rules or when there are administrative practice changes. Investments Information related to investments and the Teachers’ Pension Plan can be found at the following links: BC Investment Management Corporation  2008 Actuarial Valuation on the Teachers' Pension Plan   bcIMC Annual Report 2010-2011   bcIMC Inventory as at March 31, 2011   bcIMC Proxy voting report  Responsible investing  Teachers' Pension Plan, Annual Report 2010  Teachers' Pension Plan news  Teachers' Pension Plan Report to Members 2010   TPP Statement of Investment Policies and Procedures as of March 4, 2011   Financial Planning for Your Retirement Life BC Securities Commission  Financial Planners Standards Council  Investment Planning Council  Updated May 2013  About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/ContactUs.aspx?id=4590,BCTF > Instructions concernant la lettre de présentation  	Contact us  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Français Instructions concernant la lettre de présentation Voir aussi Le CV et Le CV électronique  La lettre de présentation est votre première chance de faire bonne impression. Elle vous présente à l’employeur, met en lumière votre expérience et vos qualifications qui se rattachent à un poste spécifique, et aide à animer un entretien personnel. La lettre de présentation devrait être personnalisée en fonction de l’organisation. Une lettre de présentation permet à l’employeur de savoir pourquoi vous souhaitez vraiment travailler pour l’organisme. Quand vous montrez que vous connaissez l’organisme et ou ses politiques ou programmes, c’est un signe que vous cherchez sérieusement de l’emploi. Une lettre de présentation non personnalisée vous place dans le même groupe que tous les autres candidats. But de la lettre de présentation  Amener l’employeur à vous prendre en considération parmi des centaines d’autres candidats. Répondre à la question de l’employeur : Pourquoi devrais-je engager cette personne ? Format de la lettre de présentation Un document commercial, poli, concis, formel Une page, de quatre ou cinq paragraphes de longueur Demande d’emploi (en réponse à une annonce spécifique de poste) Demande d’information (pour informer de votre disponibilité en l’absence d’annonce d’un poste spécifique). Conseils pratiques pour la lettre de présentation À faire  À éviter  Utiliser la voix active (j’ai présenté…) Un emploi excessif de « Je » Utiliser des verbes d’action Utiliser des contractions Veiller à écrire une lettre, brève et simple Utiliser le liquide correcteur Être convaincant Écrire des corrections à la main Vérifier que la lettre est soignée, propre et sans erreur Faire une déclaration trompeuse Employer un style poli, formel Exagérer vos qualités et expérience Être positif et avoir une attitude officielle Fournir une information négative Être honnête Télécopier votre lettre de présentation et CV, sauf si l’employeur en fait la demande Imprimer la lettre de présentation et le CV sur le même papier, de bonne qualité Envoyer votre lettre de présentation et CV par courrier électronique sauf si l’employeur en fait la demande Adresser la lettre de présentation et le CV dans une enveloppe ( assortir le papier à lettres, si possible)   Facultatif : Utiliser un papier à lettres avec en-tête personnel sur la lettre de présentation et sur le CV pour mettre votre demande en relief.   Contenu de la lettre de présentation Demande d’emploi (poste annoncé)  Demande de renseignement (aucun poste annoncé)  Adresser la lettre de présentation à une personne spécifique. Adresser la lettre de présentation à une personne spécifique. Indiquer qui vous êtes et ce que vous désirez. Paragraphe d’introduction : Deux ou trois phrases Indiquer le poste qui vous intéresse (comprendre l’information de référence fournie dans l’annonce). Dites pourquoi vous désirez travailler pour cet employeur (personnalisation).   Indiquer qui vous êtes et ce que vous désirez. Paragraphe d’introduction : Deux ou trois phrases Indiquer le genre d’emploi que vous recherchez. Dites pourquoi vous désirez travailler pour cet employeur (personnalisation).   Qu’est-ce qui vous démarque des autres ? Corps de paragraphe(s) : Trois à cinq phrases Soulignez la correspondance qui existe entre vos qualités et expérience et celles demandées par l’employeur (selon les termes de l’annonce). Indiquez à l’employeur comment vous répondez à leurs attentes.   Qu’est-ce qui vous démarque des autres ? Corps de paragraphe(s) : Trois à cinq phrases Donner un aperçu d’ensemble de vos antécédents professionnels. Montrer que vos qualités et votre expérience correspondent à celles demandées pour le type de poste qui vous intéresse.   Comment continuer ? Paragraphe de conclusion : Deux à  trois phrases Demander un entretien personnel Fournir le numéro de téléphone de votre domicile, de votre travail, de votre portable et votre adresse de courrier électronique où l’on peut vous joindre. Indiquer quand vous suivrez par un coup de téléphone, et, alors, n’y manquez pas ! Remercier l’employeur de prendre votre demande en considération.   Comment continuer ? Paragraphe de conclusion : Deux à trois phrases Indiquer que vous espérez discuter des possibilités d’emploi avec l’employeur. Indiquer la date et l’heure à laquelle l’employeur peut vous appeler. Fournir le numéro de téléphone de votre domicile, de votre travail, de votre portable et votre adresse de courrier électronique où l’on peut vous joindre. Remercier l’employeur de prendre votre demande en considération.   Utiliser une formule standard de salutations : Veuillez agréer, etc. Utiliser une formule standard de salutations : Veuillez agréer, etc. Signature : Ne pas oublier de signer la lettre. Signature : Ne pas oublier de signer la lettre. Modèle de lettre de présentation Votre nom    Numéro d’appartement, rue, ville, Province, Code postal Domicile : 604-123-4567 Télécopie : 604-890-1234 Bureau: 604-567-8900 Date   Nom de l’agent du personnel (orthographier le nom correctement)  Titre de l’agent du personnel Conseil scolaire Rue, Ville (province) code postal   Madame OU Monsieur, (selon le cas)    Paragraphe d’introduction Identifiez l’emploi pour lequel vous soumettez votre candidature. Faites référence à l’annonce. Si une connaissance personnelle dans le conseil scolaire vous a parlé du poste, mentionnez la personne par son nom. Si vous vous informez s’il y a des postes possibles, indiquez le type de poste que vous recherchez. Indiquez pourquoi vous postulez un poste dans ce conseil scolaire.   Corps de paragraphe(s) Soulignez que vos qualités et votre expérience correspondent à celles requises par l’employeur. Se rapporter à l’annonce, le cas échéant. Dites à l’employeur pourquoi vous devriez être contacté pour un entretien personnel.   Paragraphe de conclusion : Demandez un entretien pour le poste annoncé ou indiquez que vous espérez discuter de possibilités de poste. Permettez à l’employeur de vous contacter facilement.     Je vous remercie à l’avance de l’attention que vous apporterez à ma demande et vous prie de recevoir, Monsieur OU Madame, l’expression de mes sentiments respectueux.   Votre signature  Votre nom dactylographié   Pièce jointe (votre CV)  RÉFÉRENCES Guide pratique de recherché d’emploi. Emploi Québec. Guide des candidats – Outils et astuces pratiques. Le chemin de fer CN.  Cover Letter Refresher Course. Peter Newfield, Monster résumé centre.  How to write a cover letter. Eric R. Anderson, Capital University.   Write a Cover Letter. Trinity College, Career Services.     About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20140930,www.bcpsea.bc.ca,http://www.bcpsea.bc.ca/documents/20101228_023959592_ohs2009-07.html,Untitled Document | BCPSEA | OHS HOME | ISSUE 2009-07: June 24, 2009 In This Issue Update on WorkSafeBC’s Claims Management Solutions   Quick Links Refusal of Unsafe Work Flow Chart WorkSafeBC has recently updated a number of their forms: Copies of all the WorkSafeBC forms can be found here WorkSafeBC Questions If you have questions about the issues raised in this newsletter, or any health, safety or wellness issue, please contact Mark Grabas at 604.730.4509 or markg@bcpsea.bc.ca Update on WorkSafeBC’s Claims Management Solutions On May 11, 2009, WorkSafeBC launched the new online Claims Management Solutions (CMS) system that was designed to streamline and manage the claims process more effectively, and improve service. Service challenges As discussed in our previous issue, WorkSafeBC has encountered some service challenges with the implementation of the new system. WorkSafeBC indicates that the adjudication of claims is moving forward and claims processing is progressing. WorkSafeBC acknowledges that there continue to be some minor issues in terms of service and support. They ask that we be patient as the implementation is progressing and the situation is improving. Where there is an urgent request from an employer or worker, WorkSafeBC has implemented Emergency Service phone lines. The Emergency Service phone lines should only be used in circumstances where the worker or employer isn't able to get help from the case owner, especially in cases where this would mean hardship for the worker. In those cases, Emergency Services Staff can provide emergency payment where needed. The numbers to call are: 604 276 3053 or 1 800 335 9330 What can you do? The best advice that we can give is to be proactive with your disability management. Do not wait for a reply from WorkSafeBC or rely on WorkSafeBC to intervene in returning your workers to work. Implement return to work strategies early and consistently with all of your workers. Should you require assistance with return to work strategies and plans, or you have urgent outstanding issues, please contact Mark Grabas at markg@bcpsea.bc.ca for assistance. BC Public School Employers' Association 400 – 1333 West Broadway, Vancouver BC V6H 4C1 Tel: 604.730.0739   Fax: 604.730.0787    www.bcpsea.bc.ca    Privacy Statement)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13134&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 1999 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 11, Number 5, March 1999 Grievetalk: The discrimination must cease by Sharon Yandle Arbitrator orders level playing field If a policy is applied to one teacher exactly the way it applies to all teachers, can the individual claim to be a victim of discrimination? In some circumstances, yes. A recent arbitration award ordered School District 61 (Victoria) to exempt a teacher from a policy "honestly made, applicable to all, and rationally connected to the performance of the job" because it discriminates against him. The grievance arose when the employer, asserting a right to assign all teachers to teach in more than one department, assigned a teacher two blocks of social studies rather than the seven blocks of PE he had taught for over 20 years. Although widely acknowledged as an excellent PE teacher, he claimed that a lifelong learning disability made teaching academic subjects difficult, if not impossible. This situation proved to be a classic example of "adverse-effect discrimination." Unlike "direct discrimination," where a rule is expressly intended to discriminate—for example, that everyone may vote except Asians—adverse-effect discrimination does not depend on intent. An apparently neutral rule applied evenly to everyone may be discriminatory if the rule affects an individual differently from everyone else. For example, in an overcrowded school, a rule that all teachers must teach at least one block in a portable may appear to be even-handed and fair to all—the antithesis of discrimination. But if a teacher in a wheelchair has difficulty getting through the door, the rule would likely be found to discriminate against that teacher. And since discrimination by reason of physical disability is prohibited, that application of the rule would be a violation of the Human Rights Code. In the Victoria teacher's case, requiring nine hearing days, Arbitrator Marguerite Jackson produced a decision that she called "appropriate to the protection of the fundamental rights of the individual." She found that the employer's decision to require teachers to teach in more than one department "had a discriminatory effect (upon the teacher) because it imposes on him burdens or obligations additional to those imposed on non-disabled teachers." Arbitrator Jackson also turned her mind to the school district's "duty to accommodate" the individual once discrimination has been established—the obligation to do whatever is possible "up to the point of undue hardship" to eliminate the discriminatory effects of its policy. In the Victoria case, she concluded that the board's offers of assistance fell short of this standard, and she ordered the board to exempt the teacher from the rule and assign him to teach only PE. While the Jackson award dealt with a disability, most of the Supreme Court of Canada decisions on the subject have involved employees' religious beliefs. One such decision ruled that, notwithstanding universal statutory holidays, a school board must permit Jewish teachers time off to observe Yom Kippur. Another ordered the Central Okanagan School District to exempt a custodian, a Seventh Day Adventist, from the requirement that all custodial staff will rotate through Friday-evening shifts, because his religion prohibits work on that evening. Numerous arbitration awards have extended these decisions to a variety of other circumstances in which discrimination is prohibited by law. Two salient points emerge from these cases, both underscored in the Victoria arbitration. First, there can be no discrimination against an individual by intent or by effect. And, second, the duty to accommodate is to do what can reasonably be done to take the effect of the discrimination away. The objective is a level playing field. Contract language prevails over any process An interesting aspect of a recent arbitration award is the ruling that the provisions of a collective agreement are paramount, no matter who makes an employment decision. At issue was a department's decision to change the assignment of an individual teacher. Arbitrator Marguerite Jackson found that although the decision had been made by department staff, reviewed by the school's staff committee, and upheld by the principal "because the collegial process had been followed in determining the assignment," the decision, "with respect, misses the point. Whether assignments are made collegially or by the principal himself," she said, they must be made in accordance with the collective agreement. This award should lay to rest the notion that collective-agreement rights can be set aside if a collegial process is followed. While consultation and co-operation are always desirable, the processes must take place within the framework of the collective agreement. Decisions that contravene teachers' contractual rights will not be allowed to stand. Sharon Yandle is an assistant director in the BCTF's Organization Support Division.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7114,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 1, September 2005 Health & Safety: A tragic epidemic by Mark Keelan In spring 2003, an outbreak of SARS in Toronto and Vancouver prompted massive media attention. Visitors to hospital emergency rooms were met by masked healthcare workers and told to put on masks and to apply antibacterial hand lotion. Such preventative measures were seen as reasonable and necessary. Anything less would have been seen as negligence. The feared epidemic was averted. SARS claimed no lives in British Columbia. During the same period as the SARS outbreak, an epidemic of a different type was raging virtually unnoticed across BC. In 2003, 170 workers died on the job in B.C., including nine young workers (aged 15 to 24). Reasonable and necessary preventative measures to curb the spread of this terrible epidemic were seen by many as cumbersome and as a threat to the economic growth of the province. As a result, British Columbia workers continue to be killed and injured on the job. WorkSafeBC (the fancy new moniker of the Workers’ Compensation Board of British Columbia) reports that from late May to early June 2005, more than 30 serious incidents occurred at workplaces. These incidents were responsible for three fatalities, six serious head injuries, the amputation of several fingers, and seven cases of single or multiple bone fractures. The amputation occurred on a young worker’s second day on the job. Fatalities on the job in the teaching profession are rare. So, what do these tragic statistics have to do with BCTF members? The answer to the question is two-fold. Lead by example It is no secret that students, parents, and the general public watch members closely. While we have our share of critics, the majority of people with whom we come in contact look up to us for leadership and guidance. Members have rights and should enforce them. We have the right to know the dangers in our workplaces. We have the right to participate in joint health and safety committees, inspections, and investigations. We have the right to refuse unsafe work when conditions are such that they may pose a risk to the health and safety of any person. And, we have the right to no discrimination when we insist that unsafe conditions be corrected immediately and when we refuse unsafe work. Tools are available to assist members in asserting our rights. The BCTF provides excellent health and safety training for joint committee members and for school union reps. The BCTF Occupational Health and Safety Manual has recently been updated and copies are available in every local office and on the BCTF web site. The Workers Compensation Act and the Occupational Health and Safety Regulation can be found on the WorkSafeBC web site www.qp.gov.bc.ca/statreg/stat/W/96492_00.htm and regulation.healthandsafetycentre.org/s/Part1.asp. When we stand up for our rights, people will notice. Students will follow our example. Visitors to schools will soon come to realize that unsafe behaviour and conditions are not acceptable. Our workplaces will be healthier and safer for us, for our students, and for their parents, and, thus, a culture of safety will begin to develop around us. Unhealthy and unsafe conditions in schools will join corporal punishment and on-site smoking as socially unacceptable in British Columbia schools. Promote prevention The abysmal statistics above indicate that employers are not doing an adequate job of training workers in health and safety procedures. Many of our students are part of the workforce and others will be soon. Some of them make up the statistics for young workers. We have the opportunity to promote preventative measures in our classrooms in a variety of ways. Classes on current events could include discussions about workplace injuries and how they could have been prevented. Students could debate the pros and cons of prescriptive-based vs. performance-based health and safety regulations. Safety rules for labs and shops and other classrooms could be linked to occupational safety rules. There are several curricular areas where students could be taught the four basic occupational health and safety rights: the right to know, the right to participate, the right to refuse unsafe work, and the right to no discrimination. There is an excellent resource available for teaching students the four basic rights. The BCTF participated in the development of the B.C. Federation of Labour’s, Young Worker Project. Teams of young workers take their dynamic presentations to secondary schools across the province. More than 13,000 students have been taught that they have rights in the workplace and have been given tips on how to use them. For more information, or to book a presentation, contact the BC Federation of Labour, 604-430-1421. When members consistently assert the right to work in a healthy and safe environment and when students become workers who will not tolerate unsafe workplaces, the epidemic of worker death and injury will begin to be contained. Mark Keelan is the BCTF’s health and safety officer for prevention. mkeelan@bctf.ca   WCB claims process As soon as practicable after the injury occurs or occupational disease is contracted, report to the employer. The worker must complete a "Workers’ Report of Injury or Occupational Disease to Employer" (Form 6A, online at www.worksafebc.com) and submit to the employer. In accordance with BCTF policy 13.D.08, forward a copy to the local teachers’ association office. Report the injury to the first-aid attendant, if applicable. Attend an appointment with an appropriate healthcare professional as soon as possible and advise them the injury/ disease is workplace related. Although there is one year in which to file a claim, the WCB Regulation specifies that as soon as is practicable after an injury occurs or an occupational disease is contracted it must be reported to the employer. Unnecessary delays in reporting have often resulted in denial of claims. As soon as a decision letter is received from WCB, contact Gail Montgomery, BCTF advocate, 604-871-1890 or 1-800-663-9163, gmontgomery@bctf.ca Gail Montgomery is the BCTF’s health and safety officer for WCB claims. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "Gr8 event honoring Taiwan ROC w many friends @douglasbing @marvinhunt4bc @KerryLynneFindl @mhlchiu26 @prairiechinois http://t.co/85TUCQsbrI" @John_Yap - 05:40pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/02/are-bc-workers-getting-wage-increases.html?showComment=1329346343691,Staffroom Confidential: Are BC workers getting wage increases? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Wednesday, February 15, 2012 Are BC workers getting wage increases? The BC government is trying to impose a second round of "net zero" increases for public sector workers. One of the arguments is that other workers are not getting increases. The Conference Board of Canada, based on a survey of 236 organizations, has predicted non-union wage increases of 3% for 2012. (http://www.conferenceboard.ca/e-Library/abstract.aspx?DID=4650) Are unionized BC workers getting raises? Here are some agreements that cover the years 2010 - 2013. Delta Police – 8.75% over 33 months as of April 1, 2010 Finning employees (IAMAW) – 4% for 2011, 3% for 2012, 3% for 2013, 4% for 2014 Lafarge Richmond employees – 11.5% over 4 years, November 2008 – October 2012 BFI Vancouver Island – 3% for 2011, 2.5% for 2012, 2.5% for 2013 Fairmont Hotel Vancouver employees – 2.5% for 2011, 2.5% for 2012, 2.5% for 2013 Global TV (CEP) – 3.5% for 2011, 2.5% for 2012, 2% for 2013 Greyhound employees (ATU) – 2% for 2011, 2.25% for 2012, 2.5% for 2013 TELUS employees (TWU) – 10.4% over 55 months as of June 2011 BC Nurses – 3% for 2009, 3% for 2010, 3% for 2011 Treasury Board of Canada (PSA) – 1.75% for 2011, 1.5% for 2012, 2% for 2013 CN Railway (Teamsters) – 2.4% for 2010, 3% for 2011, 3% for 2012 Kamloops Municipal Employees (CUPE) – 2% for 2011, 2% for 2012, 2% for 2013 Surrey Firefighters- 3% for 2010, 2.5% for 2011 North Cowichan Municipal Employees (CUPE) – 2% for 2010, 2.5% for 2011, 2.5% for 2012, 3% for 2013 CN Railway (CAW) – 2.4% for 2011, 2.6% for 2012, 3% for 2013, 3% for 2014 Comox District Municipal Employees (CUPE) – 2% for 2010, 2% for 2011, 3% for 2012, 2% for 2013 Vancouver Police – 2.95% for 2010, 2.95% for 2011, 1.25% for 2012, 1.3% for 2013 Quesnel Municipal Employees (CUPE) – 0% for 2010, 1.5% for 2011, 2% for 2012 BC Rapid Transit – 3% for 2010 Canada Revenue Agency (PSA) – 1.5% for 2010, 1.5% for 2011 Courtenay Municipal Employees (CUPE) – 2% for 2011, 2% for 2012, 2.75% for 2013, 2.25% for 2014 BC Paramedics – 3% for 2010 Revelstoke Municipal Employees – 1.25% for 2010, 1.25% for 2011, 1.5% for 2012, 1.5% for 2013 Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 2:05 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 2 comments: Mme van GFebruary 15, 2012 at 2:52 PM This just irks me no end. The frustration I feel when I read the reports of how unwilling the government is to offer us any kind of improvement--conditions or salary--is only heightened. It is seriously unbelievable.ReplyDelete Jack GreenwellFebruary 15, 2012 at 3:29 PM This is very revealing Tara.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ▼  February (11) BC Teachers' Day of Action: It's about priorities.... Rally to support teachers for a fair deal On a legislated contract and parents who care - on... Will the BC government agree to mediation to resol... Confusing differentiation with adverse discriminat... Are BC workers getting wage increases? Are Principals friends of public education? Negotiate, don't legislate BC's Learning Improvement Fund - 1 minute per stud... Go east, young teacher Kevin Falcon speaks the Liberal truth - serve the ... ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=22368,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 23, Number 5, March 2011   21st century learning for survival, not keyboarding skills By Joanna Larson  When we think of the speed at which technology advances and changes our lives, we have a tendency to get panicky about preparing our children for the future. How do we educate today’s youth so they can keep up, be competitive in the job market, and solve problems we have never even heard of? It is this anxiety that I believe has led to the 21st century learning movement that is becoming increasingly pervasive in BC’s education circles today, but I also think may be wholly and completely the wrong approach to preparing today’s students for tomorrow’s future. The 21st century learning movement has a tendency to confuse the ability to use technology, with actual knowledge. The difference being, the first is merely a mechanical skill, the second is the wisdom which is the true essence of what is necessary to preparing our children and ourselves for an uncertain future. It is dangerous for us to confuse wisdom with skills because it misdirects us from realizing the importance of accumulated learning, reasoning, critical analysis, creativity, and the ability to analyze, unravel, and solve complicated problems. This is what is really needed, not just for success in the future, but possibly the very survival of humanity. It seems the biggest proponents of initiatives such as 21st century learning work from the misassumption that our future depends on a yet undiscovered knowledge. This is a new knowledge that can only be derived from the cumulative beliefs and culture of the western world, which is increasingly heightening its focus on technology. These often self-described “futurists,” fail to acknowledge the full complement of the more than 7,000 languages and cultures that comprise our world—each a unique variation on who we are as humans. It is possible the answers to the questions that evoke our fear and anxiety about educating our children for tomorrow have already been answered, just not by the western world. This is the crux of the problem with this burgeoning preoccupation with digital technology. Rather than broaden our knowledge base, it is actually narrowing it. In his Massey Lecture series “The Wayfinders, Why Ancient Wisdom Matters in a Modern World,” anthropologist Wade Davis discusses what he refers to as humanity’s greatest legacy, our ethnosphere. He describes the ethnosphere as the sum total of all language, thoughts, intuitions, social and economic organizations, myths, beliefs, religion, decorative arts, stories, and ritual practices of all humanity. In other words, the cumulative knowledge of every culture spanning the world, since the modern human evolved to walk upright. Since language is implicitly tied to the transmission of information, knowledge, myths, and beliefs, it is the foremost delineator of unique worldviews from around the globe. What does it mean to us then, that over 600 of the world’s languages have fewer than 100 speakers, and at least 3,500 languages are not being passed down to children? What does it mean that we are allowing the disappearance of these enormous cultural vaults of information and expertise through the possible extinction of half of the world languages spoken today? On average, every two weeks, the sole speaker of one of our world’s languages dies, taking with her or him all the wealth of knowledge, intuitions, skills, and expertise of that particular language and culture. It seems to me, that at this rate, we are losing far more knowledge on any given day than we are acquiring through research and development at Microsoft, Apple, or Research In Motion. Perhaps, preparing our children for the future that awaits them is not about teaching them how to improve their keyboarding skills, or using the latest marketed software. Perhaps, preserving and understanding the importance of ethnodiversity is the key to their future success. The ancient wisdom permeating a myriad of cultures around the world is simply not inferior to the new knowledge and skill set evolving in western society. It is merely an alternate paradigm to how we should exist in our world and move forward as a people. This is precisely why I believe preservation and study of that wisdom should be the heart of education in the 21st century. Addressing global warming, environmental degradation, depletion of energy resources, unbridled population growth, and economic instability requires this. Joanna Larson is president of BCTF local 52, Prince Rupert, and is a member of the BCTF Professional and Social Issues Advisory Committee.  Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=14232,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 20, Number 2, October 2007   BC fails to keep up with other provinces in education funding It will not come as any surprise to teachers struggling to meet their students’ needs that BC lags behind every other province when it comes to real increases (after inflation is accounted for) in public education funding. The figures were recently released by Statistics Canada. The inflation rate for Canada was 15% between 1998–99 and 2004–05. Yet, the increase in average total expenditures per student in all of Canada was 28% over that same period—that is 13% over and above the inflation rate. In British Columbia, the increase in public education expenditures per student was only 5% above the inflation rate, just over one-third of the national average. It means that over the six-year period, the real increase in education funding in BC was a meagre 5% or less than 1% a year. As a result of BC having lower increases than any other province, the student/educator ratio (fewer students per teacher) declined everywhere in Canada except British Columbia. In BC, the student/educator ratio increased (more students per teacher) from 17.2 in 1998–99 to 17.5 in 2004–05. It had dipped to a low of 16.8 in 2001–02 then rose again with the current government in power. BC now has the highest student/educator ratio in Canada. Newfoundland’s is lowest at 13.6. Education expenditures as a percentage of BC’s Gross Domestic Product (GDP is the total of all economic activity in the province) has fallen nearly 16% from 3.8% of GDP to 3.2% between 1998–99 and 2004–05. If the percentage had stayed the same, $980 million more would have been in the provincial education budget in 2004–05. The situation for K–12 education in BC would be dramatically different if the government had maintained that 1998–99 level of spending. For just $250 million—a quarter of the additional amount that the system would have if the same percentage of GDP were spent now as in 1998–99—we would be able to increase the number of teachers by 1,800 to what it was in 2001–02, the last year before the Liberals made the cuts. This would restore teacher-librarians, counsellors, learning assistance teachers, and teacher specialist supports for special needs. These are areas that were legislated out of the collective agreement. The loss of these services created the crisis in special education that the system now faces. That extra money would also allow the system to actually meet the class-size and class-composition limits that were promised in Bill 33, but not delivered on. In addition to the worst student/ educator ratios, BC teachers are the lowest paid in the country, except for New Brunswick, on a per-pupil-taught basis. All of this is happening at a time when the GDP (the real wealth of the country) is growing rapidly—8% in this same time period—and at a time when the BC government is posting budget surpluses every year. – Larry Kuehn  Source: Blouin, P., and Courchesne, M. (2007) Summary of Public School Indicators for the Provinces and Territories, 1998–99 to 2004–05, Ottawa: Statistics Canada. (2004–05 is the latest year for which StatsCan has figures for all provinces.) Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=31321,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2013 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 26, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 2013   Judicial Council reports BCTF job-action decision  A three-member Hearing Panel of the BCTF Judicial Council was duly charged with determining if BCTF member Sue Leach was guilty of breaching Clause 8 of the BCTF Code of Ethics. It was alleged that Ms. Leach engaged in conduct harmful or prejudicial to the interests of the Federation (By-Law 7.1 (b), and a breach of Job Action Procedure 44.04?2.b. (Strikes/ Lockouts). The charge arose when Ms. Leach reportedly worked during the BCTF job action of March 5, 6, and 7, 2012. There was no dispute of these facts. The Hearing Panel determined that by her actions, Ms. Leach violated Clause 8 of the BCTF Code of Ethics.   The Hearing Panel subsequently imposed the following penalties: Issuance of a reprimand to Ms. Leach for violating Clause 8 of the BCTF Code of Ethics. A one-year suspension of Ms. Leach’s right to hold office in the BCTF or any of its subsidiary bodies, including local associations, commencing 31 days after the issuance of this report. A monetary fine as per BCTF policy 44.16 (f) 4. Publication of these findings and penalties in the next issue of the BCTF Teacher Newsmagazine.   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/05/bcs-adult-education-program-victim-of.html?showComment0751337359349180,Staffroom Confidential: BC's adult education program victim of "choice" Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Wednesday, May 9, 2012 BC's adult education program victim of "choice" The BC government has announced that it will no longer fund many of the adult education courses that were previously available at no cost, unless they are taken online. Among those courses on the chopping block are Grade 12 courses in physics, calculus, financial accounting, law, social justice, comparative civilizations, marketing, tourism and geography. (See the Vancouver Sun article here: http://www.vancouversun.com/technology/adult+education+with+funding+cuts/6589057/story.html) Under the guise of "choice" and "flexibility", this government is in fact reducing choice for the purposes of cost cutting. They do not want to fund classrooms and teachers to provide adult education, but they are willing to pay the much smaller cost of an online course, despite the evidence that for many learners, this is not effective. Adult education programs provide excellent opportunities for adult learners to complete or improve their secondary level coursework. Often this enables further post-secondary educational opportunities. It is one of the pathways to improved education, employment and a higher standard of living. Creating a cost for these programs creates a barrier for those needing the upgrade and will result in fewer adults making this decision. This decision is short sighted and irrational. It is no surprise, however. And it is completely in line with what this government really means by "choice" and "flexibility". The choice for Boards of Education to eliminate programs. The choice to offer programs through an online format only. The flexibility to do it the cheap way, not the best way. With the changes in Bills 22 and 36, expect more decisions like these. These two pieces of legislation enable the Ministry to change funding models and instruction time guarantees so that Boards can make more "choices" to deliver educational programs in the cheapest way possible. As usual, choice and flexibility are all about money and never about the students. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 8:26 AM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 3 comments: SheriMay 9, 2012 at 2:56 PM Sickening.ReplyDelete C. WelchMay 18, 2012 at 9:42 AM Hi Tara, A bigger issue for teachers, I would contend, is how the remaining courses are funded. By next year, as I understand it, all remaining (funded) adult courses will be supported through a "50/50" model. That means any school - online or face-to-face - will only get 50% up front, and will receive the remaining amount only after the adult student has completed the course. In my experience in distance/distributed learning (DL), this makes full-time DL teachers economically unsustainable. A DL school simply can't carry full-time teachers with the hope of getting half its funding upon completion. Given the historically (and naturally?) lower completion rates in DL, distance ed. schools that rely on adult learners may be forced to go back to the old ways of the correspondence school: piecemeal contract marking. In other words, the DL world is going to face even more pressure. DL teachers are already considered non-enrolling teachers (which is dangerous and absurd), and DL schools already receive substantially less per student FTE than brick-and-mortar schools. So don't blame DL. They may end up worse off than brick-and-mortar adult ed. programs.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeMay 18, 2012 at 11:26 AM All true, and a much longer discussion about everything that is wrong about how DL was set up in BC to begin with based on a model where Districts compete with each other. DL is great for certain students and should be fully funded and properly supported. But it is often and increasingly being used as a replacement when it doesn't make sense. In the US, some states now mandate that every student take a DL course regardless of their situation, learning style, etcetera. It is being done simply as a cost savings measure and to line the pockets of companies like K12 Inc. I wouldn't be surprised if the next great terrible idea of this government is to similarly contract out DL services to a private company.Delete Reply Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ▼  May (6) Cowichan Trustees take courageous stand Excerpt from Our Times article Education reform and the folly of school choice Specialist teachers speak out about Bill 22 BC's adult education program victim of "choice" Teacher morale and the role of Principals ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12874,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2000 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 12, Number 7, May/June 2000 Problems with releasing individual FSA results by Rob Taylor I was one of the people in my district (Cariboo-Chilcotin) who realized the government was planning to release individual FSA results, and took a motion to my executive, and then to my PD zone meeting, and then to PDAC opposing their plans. I am not in the least opposed to program assessment. I believe PLAP was a relatively valuable tool for looking at program delivery on a province-wide basis, and believe that we should be evaluating what we do regularly, so that we can track our effectiveness and plan ways to improve the delivery of service. However, I cannot believe that the ministry would even consider releasing results on an individual or even school-by-school basis. Apart from the fact that we all know that such use of standardized test results is completely invalid and inappropriate, we have to examine the impact in a district such as mine. We have 36 schools (31 schools when the district closes 5), many of which have only one teacher at a given grade level. In fact, that person may be the only Grade 4, 7, or 10 teacher in the whole community; in some cases, the teacher could be both the Grade 4 and 7 teacher in one of our smaller schools. What these individual results will do is target those teachers in small communities as being “poor” because individual student results or school results are lower than the provincial results, without taking into account the socio-economic strength of the community, the access to the outside world (one of our communities doesn’t have electricity on a full-time basis) access to books (no library), and a host of other issues. That doesn’t even begin to look at the validity of a one-time test in relation to a student’s development over several years, or differences in students’ developmental rates. I would also hate to be the teacher who bears the brunt of a parent’s wrath when I deliver the results six months after the test that indicate that their child is either significantly below average and getting a relatively good report card (maybe they didn’t put a lot of effort into a test that they know is not being scored for report cards) or is significantly above average and getting less than average marks on their report cards. (Maybe they do tests well and don’t work at all in class, or they just had a good day on the test day.) As I stated at the outset, I don’t object to program evaluation; I do object to atrocious educational and pedagogical practices, and that is what these are. The Ministry of Education should be ashamed of itself for promulgating what amounts to educational malpractice. Rob Taylor teaches at Nesika Elementary School, Williams Lake and is PD chairperson, Cariboo-Chilcotin Teachers’ Association. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=21673,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > October 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 23, Number 2, October 2010   Database of health and wellness information at your fingertips  By Suzanne Hall   Stressed? Feeling overworked and overwhelmed? Looking for ways to improve your quality of life? You are definitely not alone! Charlie Naylor shared some recent BCTF research at the Professional Issues Advisory Committee meeting this September (bctf.ca/TeacherWorklife.aspx). Some alarming statistics emerged; teachers are clearly concerned about their health and wellness. Over 60% of teachers report an increase in their work-related stress over the last five years. Twenty-five percent of the teachers on leave cite a stress-related illness or disability as the cause, and approximately one in eight teachers is typically on some kind of leave. Only about one-third of teachers feel they had a good balance between their work and personal lives. Finally, 55% of teachers feel that it is important for the BCTF to provide programs supporting wellness and work/life balance. Of course, individuals can also take the initiative to seek solutions and the answers may be as close as your computer. One helpful resource that is widely available but almost unknown to most teachers: Ebsco’s Consumer Health Complete database. Designed for the layperson, this comprehensive resource provides current, accurate, trustworthy information. It draws from over 170 medical encyclopedia, current reference books, popular magazines, and medical dictionaries. You can research mainstream medical topics and complementary, holistic and integrated medicine as well. A very wide range of subjects are covered—work life, wellness, children’s health, parenting, aging, medications, nutrition and diets, exercise and sports, substance abuse, beauty, and children’s health. Ask your teacher-librarian if yours is one of the many school districts that has a subscription. If not, try the public library as they often have access to a wide range of online resources. Sound complicated? Don’t worry; this resource is very user-friendly. The librarians will show you how to log in to this valuable resource. A short, informative tutorial can help to get you started. Click on the “help” link and a pop-up screen will appear; the tutorial link is to the left. Invest four minutes for a great overview of the site’s content and organization. Want to know more about an herbal remedy? Search the section on drug and herb info. Looking beyond mainstream medicine? Search the section of alternative sources. Wondering about a drug advertised on TV? Check the medical dictionary. Looking for information on a specific illness, condition, or medication? Need a teaching resource for a particular science, home economics, or health and career education topic? You can search in a variety of different formats—reports, articles, pamphlets or fact sheets, images/ diagrams, or animations/videos. Browse through dozens of magazines. Interested in yoga? Read the latest issue of Yoga for Women. Pumping iron? Look for tips in Joe Weider’s Muscle and Fitness. There is something for everyone: Parenting School Years, Tennis, Vegetarian Journal, Shape, Men’s Health, and more. If you get really motivated, you can even set up a journal alert; you receive an e-mail every time new issues of your favorite magazines are added to the database. At the very least, your inbox will have a better life/work balance!   Suzanne Hall is a district helping teacher, Maple Ridge, and a member of the BCTF Professional and Social Issues Committee.    Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=18010,BCTF News Releases  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources   For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development News Release Archives 2014  2013  2012    2011 2010  2009  2008 2007  2006  Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2009 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE April 2, 2009 BCTF relaunches ad campaign after gag law struck down The BC Teachers’ Federation relaunched its television advertising campaign today to raise awareness about issues facing BC’s public education system in the context of the government’s recent budget. BCTF President Irene Lanzinger said the “When Will They Learn?” campaign focuses on school closures, overcrowded classes, and the neglect of students with special needs. “The Campbell government was trying to silence teachers and prevent them from speaking out about public education,” said Lanzinger. “Now, more than ever, teachers need to be speaking out and informing the public about the state of learning conditions for our students. The government’s latest budget froze education funding for 34 school districts across BC, even though fixed costs keep rising. The budget also ignored ongoing concerns about class size and support for children with special needs.” Across the province, school districts are right now struggling with significant funding shortfalls. Boards are making decisions this month about the 2009-10 school year and what services they will cut. In Vancouver for example, the district is facing a more than $7 million shortfall. Saanich is short $3.6 million, and Vernon $2.5 million. “As a result of this government’s latest budget, students, parents, and teachers should brace for more cuts when the 2009-10 school year begins,” said Lanzinger. “Communities are tired of underfunding, cutbacks, and closures. If the provincial government won’t learn, how will BC’s kids?” The “When Will They Learn?” ads originally aired in January and February before the gag law’s spending limits began. The ads will run for the first two weeks of April until the actual campaign period begins and can be viewed at www.WhenWillTheyLearn.ca. The television ad features the images of actual public schools closed across the province as well as several BC public school students. The text reads: “177 schools closed. 10,000 overcrowded classes. Special needs still neglected. Things are getting worse for BC students. When the provincial government won’t learn, how will our kids? They deserve better. This May, please remember our kids when you vote.” -  30  - For more information, contact Rich Overgaard, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell). Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8780,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, Number 5, April 2004 Another world is possible: World Social Forum, Mumbai, India A butterfly is one of nature’s most beautiful creatures. So is a child. The butterfly flits from flower to flower for its sustenance. Our children move constantly for their livelihood. Butterflies have very short lives. Street children have very brief childhoods. – Butterflies: A Program of Street and Working Children, New Delhi by Jill Wight A young woman hands me a brochure that asks "Did you have a happy childhood?" I read, "Many children living on the streets cannot even dream of one." Images of children, living on the street, working on the street, denied any semblance of a childhood, are just some of the images that flood back to me when I recall my recent journey to India. My husband and I were in Mumbai (formerly Bombay) to attend the fourth annual World Social Forum, January 16–21, 2004. The first three forums were in Porto Allegre, Brazil. With 80,000 participants registered, it was the experience of a lifetime for me, a history and social studies teacher. World Social Forum brings together academics and activists, mostly from the South, to analyze the failures of globalization and to build both regional and global movements to bring about a better world; hence the theme of the forum, Another World is Possible! The opportunity to learn about peoples’ struggles from the people themselves was a humanizing and humbling experience. Did you know that after 25 years of war (dating back to the Soviet invasion), there is only one Kindergarten class in all of Afghanistan? One workshop entitled, "The New Triad: India, the United States, and Israel" provided a sobering analysis of U.S. strategic interests in West Asia and of the new relationship of the Indian government, with its nationalist Hindu ideology, with fundamentalist Christians and Zionists in other parts of the world. I say "sobering" in that growing anti-Muslim propaganda worldwide was discussed throughout the forum. The rise of religious intolerance astounded me; it caught me unawares as I considered my privileged position in a country where teaching human rights education is not a subversive activity. Despite the seriousness of the plenary and workshop topics, the mood of the forum was carnival-like, with its cacophony of sounds and kaleidoscope of colours. Groups from all over the world, but predominantly South Asia, engaged in impromptu protests against, for example, Coca-Cola’s privatization of water in Kerala. Street dancers dressed in traditional regalia celebrated the spirit of camaraderie that pervaded the entire proceedings. And street performers conveyed the ongoing struggles of the Dalit (Untouchables) to be accorded equal treatment within Indian society. The most powerful workshop I attended was the one organized by the Teacher Creativity Centre in Palestine and the National Teachers’ Federation of Quebec. I learned of the ongoing struggle of Palestinian teachers to build a new, popular, and democratic education system. Teachers talked of the challenges of delivering an education to students within the context of the ongoing violence in the West Bank. In the last three years, 850 schools have closed. Some have been destroyed; others are being used as military bases. Many parents have stopped allowing their children to attend school because children, 2,500 of them in the last three years, are being injured in crossfire as they pass through as many as 10 to 15 checkpoints, taking hours just to get to school. Children complain of an array of medical problems; as well, they experience a lack of security and belonging that should be every child’s right. Teachers note an increase in violence among family members, as well as in schools, as the entire population struggles with rage, hatred, humiliation, and depression. How does one teach the rule of law when no rule of law exists in everyday life? In response to this horrendous situation, the Teacher Creativity Centre is organizing an international conference, "Globalization, Education, and Social Change," in Ramallah, Palestine, for October 4–6, 2004. The conference, coinciding with World Teacher Day, will educate participants about the challenges faced by Palestinian teachers as well as about the need to develop human rights curriculum and methodology for use in the occupied territories. This is but one example of how talk is moving to action, as World Social Forum participants committed themselves to acts of solidarity well beyond the confines of the Mumbai Exhibition Grounds. Back in the classroom now, I feel re-energized as I work to translate my experiences and new understandings for my students. As I stood before my History 12 students hours after my return to B.C., I held before me an article from that morning’s Vancouver Sun that suggested a possible connection between a UBC contract with Coca Cola and the shutting down of water fountains on campus. My thoughts took me back to the struggles of the people of South India against the privatization of water to Coca-Cola there. My understanding of the impact of globalization seemed more than merely academic, the connections clearer than ever. Corporate globalization must be replaced by global strategies that include the more than 100 million primary-age children who do not attend school. They are the children who instead are embraced by organizations like Butterflies, small grassroots organizations that offer hope for those forgotten by the likes of the World Trade Organization, World Bank, and International Monetary Fund. One plenary speaker shared her perspective on current global problems in this way. She said, "I have no time for pessimism; there is too much to be done. I must be optimistic about the future. Maybe later there will be time for pessimism." In those few words, she summed up the mood of the 70,000 Indians and 10,000 foreign delegates who attended this year’s World Social Forum. Jill Wight teaches at Aldergrove Secondary School, Langley. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=21900,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 23, Number 4, Jan./Feb. 2011   British Columbia’s neoliberal folly: Dissecting the 21st century agenda  By Tobey Steeves   As reported in Teacher (October 2010; Nov./Dec. 2010), educational reform in British Columbia has recently taken on the 21st century narrative as a model for modernizing and upgrading curricula. However, like most other pre-packaged educational reform initiatives, the 21st century learning agenda appears more firmly rooted in political ideology than pedagogic practice. While many educationists have contested the appropriateness of 21st century skills for youth, most critiques have focused on the contentions of privileging skills over content, the transferability of critical thinking skills, or coherence of vision. In contrast, I fear 21st century skills may mask a concerted attempt to align public education with a neoliberal world view. According to Rod Allen, BC’s superintendent of student achievement, 21st century skills encompass gathering, synthesizing, and analyzing information, working autonomously, leadership, creativity, tolerance, ethics, and communication skills. Despite wide divergences in approach, these skills—far from modern—are representative of the 21st century movement. However, even though the 21st century narrative has many of the sensibilities of authentic student-centered reforminitiatives, it may be unnecessarily constrained by the ideological horizons that give it shape—namely, neoliberal capitalism. By that, I mean that the 21st century agenda may maintain and institutionalize neoliberalism’s emphasis on “giving greater scope to the single-minded pursuit of profit and showing significantly less regard for the need to limit social costs or for redistribution based on non-market criteria. The aim of neoliberalism is to put into question all collective structures capable of obstructing the logic of the pure market.” (Tabb, W. (2002) Unequal partners: A primer on globalization. New York, NY:The New Press) Beneath the assurances of sympathetic politicians and reformists in the UK, United States, and Canada lie the principle objectives of the 21st century agenda—nationalistic and economic advantage. Originating in the UK in 1983, with the establishment of a trust called Education 2000, the 21st century movement began as a means of addressing the academic/ vocational divide in England’s two-tiered education system. In an educational world view, in which it was believed “sometime between the ages of 14 and 16, young people [could] be divided into two groups—the academically gifted (at least relatively), and the rest,” an emphasis on “core skills”—skills seen as necessary to a robust workforce—was seen as pragmatic. In other words, 21st century skills? were developed to manage the labour pool, which was seen as critical to extending England’s advantage in a competitive global economy. Likewise, according to P21, the largest advocacy group for 21st century skills in North America, successful education is inextricably linked with capitalist production. P21’s policy texts make repeated references to the role 21st century skills should play in “reinvigorating the economy,” “competitive realities,” and “entrepreneurial literacies.” By envisioning students as human capital to be sculpted in a particular way, the 21st century agenda attempts to normalize neoliberal values while supplying the business community with eager and profit-driven employees. Nevertheless, many critics suggest framing an educational policy as student-centred in order to satisfy ulterior motives is deeply problematic. Authentic student-centred programs situate power and agency in students, so when students are denied access to power or agency, an educational program cannot be said to be legitimately student-centred. To that end, it should be emphasized that from the vantage of the 21st century agenda students are said to meaningfully exercise power and agency when engaged in entrepreneurially relevant skill development. As an illustration, the 21st Century Learning Initiative—an advocacy group backed by the Canadian Council on Learning—emphasizes the necessity of cognitive mentorships. According to John Abbott, the current president of the initiative, cognitive mentorships allow students to learn by doing. By directly modeling skills, scaffolding understanding, fading into the background, and coaching to success, experts, i.e., cognitive mentors, are enjoined to harness the chaotic enthusiasm of the adolescent brain while providing a superior, real world curriculum. Even so, it is important to note that the 21st century learning initiative sees cognitive mentorships primarily as an opportunity for the corporate community to access and influence students. Admittedly, students should have the opportunity to explore careers, lifestyles, and values; but so long as an educational reform initiative is centred in a drive for profit and maintaining status quos, it cannot be student-centred. Like many British Columbians, I think our public schools need significant reform. While working as an employee on call for the Vancouver School District I have bounced from classroom to classroom, and school to school. In many of these classrooms it was obvious that teachers are over-worked and under-resourced. Moreover, when it comes to technology, Vancouver’s schools are an unmitigated embarrassment. Architectural features, for instance, make several schools akin to digital black holes: carrier waves are blocked and technology stops working once thresholds have been crossed. These schools are throwbacks to a bygone era, a time before Wi-Fi, smartphones, and Facebook, and they are as anachronistic as betamax cassettes and drive-in movie theaters. Against this backdrop it is difficult to avoid the conclusion that BC’s school system requires systemic reform, but it is not in need of policy initiatives that subjugate student-centredness beneath economic competitiveness. Rather, following the suggestion of Félix Guattari, perhaps the challenge of educational reform lies less in building bridges between the domains of education and economy than endeavouring to set in motion new desiring machines capable of building an altogether different social order. Conversely, the 21st century agenda can be construed as an attempt to explicitly bridge education with neoliberal desire. While these horizons constrain educational reform debate, truly radical feasibilities will remain unrecognized and the needs of the public trumped by an insatiable and unethical demand for profit. That being the case, the people of BC might ask themselves whether 21st century learning should be considered deficient, obsolete, and inappropriate for our schools. To access the complete essay, go to http://bit.ly/eVGFxS.   Tobey Steeves is a Vancouver TTOC.    Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=10442,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 19, Number 4, January/February 2007 Free library cards! The Ministry of Education recently sent out notices to all students in the province offering them a "free" public library card. Coquitlam teacher, Jennie Boulanger wrote the following letter to her MLA: Dear Diane Thorne, MLA I am a resident of your constituency and an elementary teacher in Burquitlam’s riding. Please find enclosed a class set of notices given to me today to distribute to my Grade 4 students. If you could be so kind, please return these to Honorable Minister of Education Shirley Bond. I find it appalling that our precious tax (education) dollars would be spent on such an outrageous piece of (false), self-congratulatory propaganda. I’m sure that there was at least one BC student not eligible for a free public library card prior to our current government’s probable policy change. What I’m not so sure of is why the money for this lovely letterhead and distribution to probably 500,000 students wasn’t spent on buying library books for schools instead. Once again, we are subjecting our children to a shameless piece of advertising. "...our government’s way of encouraging you to ...enjoy the gift of reading." Indeed. Unfortunately, my 10-year-olds didn’t receive these to take home. Instead we discussed how this "news" seemed strange, considering that we have been to two local public libraries already this school year and already had our "free" library cards for some time. Some students brought up concerns about saving our trees instead of using paper needlessly for notices such as these. Perhaps (if a Spring Session is held) you could bring up some of our future-voters’ concerns in Legislature. Thank you for considering my request. Jennie Boulanger Coquitlam Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=29054,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2013 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 25, Number 4, Jan./Feb. 2013   Promoting the mental health of children and youth in BC  By Diana Mogensen  Given that children and youth spend more than six hours daily and over 180 days a year in school, the educational context provides key opportunities for delivering activities and comprehensive initiatives related to positive mental health. As children move into their early and later teen years, schools may play an even greater role than the home context in influencing youth, given the powerful influence that teacher support and peer networks have within the education settings. – (Stewart, 2008; Stewart et al, 2004) There is increasing awareness of the importance of school and our students’ connection to it in promoting good mental health. According to Dr. Elizabeth Saewyc of the McCreary Center, national and international research has established this as a fact. In a recent interview with me, Saewyc stated; “That next to functioning healthy families, schools are the second most important protective factor in securing the mental health of children and youth.” Put in this context it is very clear that the role of teachers is invaluable in promoting the mental health of their students. The McCreary Centre Society is a non-government not-for-profit organization committed to improving the health of BC youth through research, education, and community-based projects. According to their research, youth in BC are feeling better about the state of their mental well-being since data was last collected about five years ago by Saewyc and her colleagues at the McCreary Center, reported in “Making the Right Connections,” published in 2011. “Most youth in British Columbia report positive mental health and low rates of mental health challenges. They not only have high self-esteem, educational aspirations for the future, and rate their health as good or excellent, but also have not self-harmed or had suicidal thoughts or attempts in the past year. Youth report lower rates of considering and attempting suicide compared to their peers five years previously…” Saewyc, in part attributes this to the fact that teachers intuitively and consciously promote school connectedness in their practice on a daily basis. However, it is still important to note that many youth do experience mental or emotional health issues (in fact, a full 56%). Most at risk are youth who self-identify as gay or bisexual, youth living in poverty, or those who have unstable lives at home, those who have been sexually or physically abused and those living with a chronic illness. According to Saewyc and her team there are six main strategies to promote school connectedness. Establishing decision-making processes that facilitate student, family, and community engagement, academic achievement, and staff empowerment. An example includes giving teachers and principals appropriate decision making over how time, personnel, and money are used at the local level. Provide educational opportunities to enable families to be actively involved with their child’s academic and school life. Provide students with the academic, emotional, and social skills necessary to be actively engaged in school. Using mindfulness techniques in classrooms, to bring awareness to students in this realm, is a growing trend among teachers in BC. Use effective classroom management and teaching methods to foster a positive classroom environment. Professional development and support for teachers and other school staff to enable them to meet the diverse cognitive, emotional, and social needs of their students. This is strongly in evidence in the PSA conferences like LATA, SEA, and the counselors conferences all offer workshops on mental health topics aimed at teachers. Create open communication among administrators, teachers, staff, student, families, and communities in order to foster trust and caring. It is important that we demonstrate this to our students in our own relationships within schools. Saewyc and The McCreary Center have worked together with BC teachers Promoting Mental Health in Schools to present workshops for teachers across BC. Participants at recent PSA conferences were able to share their practice in an informal exchange. Dr. Saewyc is scheduled to present at the Alternate Educators’ Conference in Vancouver in February 14–15, 2013. (Check the PD Calendar for details). Last month, Saewyc presented to about 40 teachers in training at SFU, who were appreciative for the opportunity to hear about this research from one of the primary researchers in North America on the topic of “School Connectedness.” If you are interested in finding out more about the work done by the McCreary Center, visit their website at www.mcs.bc.ca. You will find fact sheets and reports related to Youth Mental Health. For information on additional topics related to Child and Youth Mental Health, contact either Diana Mogensen or Lily Yiu, co-chairs of BC Teachers Promoting Mental Health in School, a chapter of LATA. The chapter meets regularly to disseminate information on Child and Youth Mental Health by organizing presentations directed toward practicing teachers. To date, presentations include Eating Disorders, Self-Regulation for Teachers, School Connectedness, Mindfulness in the Classroom, and The Impact of Child/Youth Exploitation on Mental Health. Your participation and involvement is welcomed. Contact: dmogensen@cw.bc.ca or lyiu@cw.bc.ca for inclusion on our e-mail list serves. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2011/11/smartphones-or-saxophones-bcedplan-gets.html,Staffroom Confidential: Smartphones or saxophones? bcedplan gets it wrong Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Sunday, November 6, 2011 Smartphones or saxophones? bcedplan gets it wrong I don't happen to believe that schooling is simply a preparation for the workforce. But even if you did, a little critical examination of Minister Abbott's bcedplan might have you shaking your head. Minister Abbott was widely quoted promoting the virtues of technology in schools. CKNW reported that "The model includes a focus on critical thinking and bringing technology into the classroom, including smartphones and tablets." Abbott's rationale? ""The world has changed and continues to change and in order to keep pace we need to shift the way we look at teaching and learning". (http://www.news1130.com/news/local/article/293529--bc-releases-new-education-plan-in-midst-of-teachers-strike) Now I'm not a Luddite, and as an Information Technology teacher myself I do believe we need computer education at the secondary level and that there is an argument for some technology in earlier grades based on good pedagogy and as a tool for teachers and students. But I was intrigued by a quote from an article in The Economist this week on a similar subject: "The nature of what constitutes work today—the notion of a full-time job—will have to change dramatically. The things that make people human—the ability to imagine, feel, learn, create, adapt, improvise, have intuition, act spontaneously—are the comparative advantages they have over machines. They are also the skills that machines, no matter how smart, have had the greatest difficulty replicating." (http://www.economist.com/blogs/babbage/2011/11/artificial-intelligence) So even if you did happen to think that so called 21st century education should be preparation for 21st century work, you might still come to the conclusion that more technology in schools is a mistake, and maybe focusing on creativity should happen without machines - particularly at younger ages. Two widely circulated articles appeared this week in the New York Times and the Globe & Mail on the subject of Waldorf schools and their attitude towards technology in schools. Waldorf schools do not introduce any technology until high school. They also require that every student learn a string instrument. (http://www.nytimes.com/2011/10/23/technology/at-waldorf-school-in-silicon-valley-technology-can-wait.html?ref=us) There is a growing collection of reasons to question the validity of more technology for younger students. Recent recommendations from the medical community suggest no screen time for very young children and limited screen time for elementary age children. The realities of two working parent households mean that many children get all the screen time they should before they step into the school yard. Most parents I know judge a child care centre on how few televisions or computers they have, not how many. Which gets me to the title of today's post: Smartphones or saxophones? I'm using music here as a metaphor for all the creative arts - many of the same arguments apply. And of course it shouldn't necessarily be an either or for resources in schools, but exactly where are the saxophones in the Minister's plan? I've never understood why music has been relegated to an "extra" in our schools. Almost no school or District in BC provides music at every school and free musical instruments for every student. And yet no school expects students to bring their own laptop to the computer lab, soccer ball to the playing field or saw to the carpentry room (although they are increasingly charged for the wood!). Sadly, most music programs have been forced to charge fees and rely on parents supplying instruments and fundraising extensively. Some even ask parents to purchase the sheet music. Music specialist teachers have all but disappeared in many Districts at the elementary level. Music teachers pour their hearts into their programs and work hours and hours of overtime to provide concert opportunities, to organize fundraising, and to plan trips for bands, choirs and orchestras. In my mind, music literacy and knowing how to play a musical instrument and read music should be one of the core skills taught in K-12 schools. A myriad of literature makes the connection between musical literacy and learning - particularly learning of pattern recognition and mathematical skills. Music teaches about persistence, patience, creativity, teamwork, history, and beauty. Moreover music is an integral component to many of the "knowledge based" work opportunities available today. Outside private music lessons are prohibitively expensive for many families, making public school the only opportunity for learning an instrument for a good portion of the population. I heard a music teacher lament recently about the impossibility of the school District ever supplying adequate resources to purchase $500 instruments for all students. And yet the very same government can afford a $1.2 billion contract with Telus for increased computer network access. Where's the 21st century creativity in that? Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 11:28 AM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 5 comments: UnknownNovember 8, 2011 at 9:30 PM Bravo! Well said.ReplyDelete AnonymousNovember 14, 2011 at 7:25 PM Music in general, band classes, guitar class, drama, and art: it's all headed for the scrap heap. I don’t even get enough of a budget for reeds in my band program; never mind new sheet music. Today’s students are not really interested in much of anything that involves school. They love their phones.ReplyDelete Tannis HendraNovember 18, 2011 at 5:05 PM Great article. Very well said.ReplyDelete Connie Foss MoreJanuary 11, 2012 at 8:42 PM This is inspirational and quotable - thanks VERY much! I've just forwarded the URL to the Board members of the Kodaly Society of Canada.ReplyDelete Piano Teacher belmont caJanuary 20, 2012 at 4:12 AM Thanks for this post. It Very nice Blog. It was a very good Blog. I like it. Thanks for sharing knowledge. Ask you to share good Blog again.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ▼  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ▼  November (8) LRB dismisses BCPSEA application 19th century labour relations for 21st century edu... Change sweeps across many BC school Boards Victoria Trustee candidates - My voting card Is Bill 33 discriminatory? Pearson-alized learning: Guest commentary on #bced... Smartphones or saxophones? bcedplan gets it wrong Teacher activism: Keeping BC's education system st... ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=16508,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2008 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 1, September 2008  Health & Safety: A manual for prevention By Mark Keelan Most school district employees spend very little time thinking about health and safety. After all, even WorkSafeBC considers K–12 education to be a low-risk for injury. Why then do statistics indicate that schools can be very dangerous places? WorkSafeBC statistics paint a rather alarming picture of health and safety in the BC education system. In the five-year period from 2003 to 2007, about 8,000 injury claims by school district workers were accepted by WorkSafeBC. Those claims represent almost $50 million in claims costs and about 213,000 workdays lost. Teacher claims represent about 40% of the totals. It is important to reiterate that these statistics reflect accepted claims, and do not include the hundreds of injuries and occupational diseases that go unreported every year. Virtually every worker injury is preventable, yet prevention is far from being a priority in most school districts. All members have a role to play in helping to ensure that injuries are prevented, but most people do not know where to go to find accurate information. The BCTF publishes the BCTF Occupational Health and Safety Manual. It is available online at www.bctf.ca/health/OHandSManual.aspx?id=4354. Consider the following and check out the manual to learn more: Joint health and safety committees Joint health and safety committees are the cornerstone of prevention. Committees are responsible for providing advice to the employer on all matters related to health and safety. Committee members participate in inspections and incident investigations. The committee discusses issues of concern to workers and makes recommendations to the employer for improving health and safety conditions. Section 3 of the manual provides comprehensive information about establishing and maintaining a joint committee. Health and safety information Employers must provide workers with information about known or reasonably foreseeable hazards in the workplace. One of the areas where this requirement is most critical for teachers is with regard to violence. In addition to the general obligation employers have to provide information about every kind of hazard, there is an additional responsibility with regard to dealing with violent individuals. Teachers have the right to know if a person they may come in contact with has a history of violence, the nature and extent of the violence, the circumstances that might "trigger" the violence, and the procedures that should be in place to eliminate, or at least minimize, the risk that the individual will be violent again. Often teachers are told that they are not entitled to information about a violent student because the student has the right to privacy. This is not correct. Workers are entitled to know the nature and extent of any risk of violence. See Section 8 of the manual for more information. Ergonomics Technology and the way teachers do their work continue to evolve. Computers, LCD projectors, digital video, personal data assistants, and internal e-mail are just some of the technological advances that have become commonplace in classrooms. Unfortunately, classroom design and the furniture in classrooms have not kept pace with changes in technology. Consequently, teachers are at increasing risk of developing musculoskeletal injuries (MSI). Employers have an obligation to identify factors in the workplace that may cause MSI. When factors have been identified, there must be a risk assessment. Following the risk assessment, the employer must implement measures that eliminate, or if that is not possible, that minimize the risk of MSI.Ergonomics are covered in detail in section 9 of the manual. Inspections Inspections are an important part of prevention efforts. The goal of inspections is to find hazards before they can cause injury or occupational disease. Inspections of the workplace should be done on a regular basis by members of the joint health and safety committee. But, individual BCTF members should always be on the lookout for situations that could be hazardous and should report them to the supervisor immediately. For more on inspections, look at section 4 of the manual. Investigations Investigations occur when prevention efforts fail. Incidents that must be investigated include injuries or occupational diseases that require medical attention, injuries, or occupational diseases that result in time lost from work, and incidents that did not cause injury or occupational disease but had the potential for causing serious injury. The employer has an obligation to ensure that all such incidents are investigated. However, the investigation team should include, at a minimum, one management representative and one worker representative from the joint committee. Section 5 of the manual has more information on investigations. Too many BCTF members and other school district workers are denied the right to return home healthy and safe at the end of the workday. There are multiple competing demands placed on the time and energy of everyone who works in the school system. However, any time and energy put into perusing the BCTF Occupational Health and Safety Manual and to using the information to promote prevention of injuries and occupational diseases is bound to pay dividends for all school district employees. Mark Keelan is the BCTF's health and safety officer for prevention. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13526,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 20, Number 1, September 2007 Leadership succession challenges for the BCTF By Royce Shook Over the last few years, there has been a number of concerns expressed by the BCTF about the upcoming shortage of teachers at the same time as there has been a growing concern by the Ministry of Education, the Principals and Vice-Principals Association, and other groups about the lack of teachers who are willing to move into administration. In 2006, the government launched an initiative in response to the "succession challenges" faced by districts, by providing funding to start up a non-profit society with the mandate to develop leadership in the public education sector (Emery Dodsall, June 2007). This growing challenge in leadership succession should be a concern to teachers and to the leadership of the BCTF. The BCTF should be actively promoting and providing teachers who aspire to leadership in education an alternative to becoming administrators. The alternative that should be promoted is being active in the BCTF at the provincial or the local level. The teaching profession needs strong teacher-leaders in schools to advocate for members, children, and parents, to protect our hard won union rights, and to speak for education when the government and school boards are putting more emphasis on the bottom line. Usually leadership is seen to be the mandate of the principal, head teacher, or department head. However, research has shown that teachers can lead in a variety of ways, including committee work, grade, and school levels, and union activity. Katzenmeyer and Moller (2001) defined teacher-leaders as: "teachers who are leaders within and beyond the classroom, who identify with and contribute to a community of teacher learners and leaders, and influence others toward improved educational practice." Many teachers think of union activists as the union representative in the school. However, there are many teachers in schools who are union activists and leaders who may not see themselves as such. Teachers who are active on the school safety committee, the professional development committee, the staff committee, the social committee, and other school-based committees are all union activists. These committees play a vital role in the life of a school, but many teachers do not seem to understand that the right for teachers to be on these committees was won through bargaining by the BCTF and was not given by the employer easily. These important union committees play a role in the welfare of teachers and ultimately in student achievement. As leadership in schools in BC is becoming less centralized, teacher-leaders are assuming increased responsibility for leading improvements in teaching and learning. An important element in teacher leadership is the ability to influence the practice of others. Through union committees teacher-leaders influence the practice of others. York-Barr and Duke (2004) identified a number of studies that directly examined the effects of teacher leadership on students. One, a qualitative study of three elementary schools, reported a positive effect on students learning because of the influence teacher-leaders had on the instructional practices of their colleagues. By working with other like-minded professionals, teachers build their own understanding of their pedagogy. In addition, working on union committees gives teachers the opportunity to provide leadership while building and strengthening personal and professional qualities such as: enthusiasm, commitment, and passion communication skills reflective, reflexive practices leadership capabilities and collaborative skills in-depth specialized knowledge. Developing teacher leadership is an important role of the BCTF. Leadership is not just for the administrative team; leadership can be shown by a variety of members of a school community. When teachers think of leaders they may think about positional leaders who are given their leadership and influence through formal authority. However, other types of leaders within the school are personal leaders who are informal leaders and who lead by nature of their personal or professional position. Teacher-leaders usually are personal leaders. Teacher-leaders primarily focus on leading and improving teaching and learning practices. If we are to continue to have a strong and teacher-centred union, the BCTF should be considering its own programs on how to develop future teacher-leaders. The opportunity to develop and show leadership, in the classroom and on union committees, helps build teachers morale, self-esteem, self-efficacy, work satisfaction, and retention. I encourage young teachers to become union activists and leaders through involvement in school-based committees, and I encourage the leadership of the BCTF to consider building programs that help our teachers become better leaders. The need for continuing strong leadership in the BCTF is too important to be ignored. Royce Shook, a retired Surrey teacher, is currently a Surrey TOC. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/03/what-is-this-strike-about-moving-letter.html?showComment0751331177674786,Staffroom Confidential: What is this strike about? A moving letter from a Saanich teacher Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, March 6, 2012 What is this strike about? A moving letter from a Saanich teacher I would like to thank you, Mr. Abbott. My wife and I have just had an excellent discussion with our daughters about power, and about the importance of checks and balances in a society. Sophie and Rachel are 12 and 10. They were very confused about why the government was allowed to make rules such as fining teachers $475 a day or $2500 a day for going on strike. We explained that our government is elected to make decisions on our behalf, and that we trust that they will make good and considered decisions. But what if we don’t agree with their decisions, they wondered. We explained that there is time to debate these decisions before they are made, and that everybody is allowed to write letters, or protest if they disagree. We explained that the media is meant to also provide some balance, by asking difficult and challenging questions. But they are saying that if you protest their decision, they will fine you, they replied. We had no answer. Why do they hate teachers, one of them asked. I still had no answer. ---------- I could have been a lawyer. I scored in the 98th percentile of the LSAT and was accepted to Queen’s Law School, offered a scholarship to a Law School in the northeastern US. I chose instead to defer my decision, and be a tutor/coach/residence don/in-house TOC at my old high school for a couple of years. This was a private boarding school in Ontario. I loved it. I loved being able to explain concepts in math to kids, and to see the “light go on”. I loved sharing my passion for math, for soccer, for hockey, for philosophy, for poetry, and for musical theater with kids. I never considered going back to law after those two years. After completing my teacher training at UVic, I did my practicum in Saanich. I hadn’t realized until then what a sheltered teaching existence I had at the boarding school, with well-to-do kids brought up with every advantage (the type of kids to whom Mr. Abbott recently referred as “the smart kids”, I believe). In the public school system in Saanich, I learned humility. I learned how to be a better teacher, how to teach the whole child, and not just the mind. I taught classes that not only had some of Mr. Abbott’s advantaged “smart kids”, but other kids who were often equally smart and capable if not more, but who faced challenges the others didn’t: broken homes, poverty issues, learning disabilities, to name only a few. These classes were challenging because the kids’ needs were so varied. Some kids could be turned on by ideas alone; others needed to be convinced of the value of learning, to place education in context; some just needed breakfast. And yet, at the time I started teaching in Saanich, I considered myself fortunate because we had a locally arranged agreement about how many kids could be in a secondary English class. (I taught English at the time). The number was 27 – unless you had a student who had an acknowledged special need, such as dyslexia, or visual impairment, for example, that would require a significant amount of adjustment to practice or extra preparation. For each of these students, the number would drop by one. If there were 6 “special needs” students in your English 11, the maximum number of kids would be 21. Trust me, this would still be a challenging class in terms of composition, but the system worked. It was so important to teachers, my older colleagues told me, that teachers took less in salary improvements at the time in order to secure these contract provisions. Silly me for thinking that contracts were something sacrosanct in Canadian law. When I started my first continuing contract at Claremont Secondary in 2000, we had an enrolment not very different from our enrolment today. When I started at Claremont, it was not unusual for the more challenging classes, such as Essentials of Math 10 or Communications 11 to have 12-15 students, because that’s what those kids needed to be successful. When I started at Claremont, there were two librarians – one for every 550 kids. When I started at Claremont there was a staff of 85-90, with plenty of teachers in the building to comfortably take on all the extra-curriculars that make schools, as the Saanich motto goes, “great places to learn, safe places to be” Today at Claremont, a class with less than 23-24 students does not run. This legislation before you will only make that number increase, I assure you, and it is not what kids need. Today at Claremont there is 3/4 of a librarian – which translates to one for every 1475 kids. Today at Claremont there is a staff of 65-70. This group which now numbers 20 fewer than when I started 12 years ago, has been attempting to keep up all the things that make our school great – outstanding academics, including extra-curricular offerings such as the dozens of math contests I sponsor and organize every year, an incredible sports program, an enviable fine arts program, numerous volunteer organizations that enrich our school community and the community at large. So far, we have managed, but we have each had to take up the slack now for too long. We are at the breaking point, and I promise you – this legislation already threatens to push us over the edge. Surely this government is not deaf to the teachers from around the province who are saying enough… Enough: we have devoted our lives to a profession that we knew all along would not make us rich, but we did it because we believed that if it would help just one disadvantaged kid, it was worth it. Enough: we believed in it so much, that we traded even the most meager of raises, time and time again, in order to gain better classroom conditions for our students. Enough: we tried our absolute best to play within the rules, when government after government stripped away those conditions that we bought with our own salaries, even when the Supreme Court ruled that those government actions were illegal. Enough: we have tried to hold our heads high, when we are vilified in the press as lazy and greedy, when nothing – NOTHING -- could be further from the truth. Enough: we have devoted countless hours to volleyball, to musical theatre, to poetry readings, to charity work, to rugby, to yearbook clubs, to student’s councils, to tutoring before school from 7am, to tutoring after school until 6pm or longer, to tutoring kids by email on the weekends, and, AND! to our own Professional Development, whether that occurs on a Pro-D day or on our own time – Yes, Mr. Abbott, we actually do Pro-D. In short, we have devoted countless hours to the children and families of this province, and the thanks we get is one more veiled legislated slap in the face? Now, I’m not so out of touch that I don’t realize that as a teacher at the top of the scale, I’m fairly comfortable. Sure it irks me that all of you folks in the legislature have received pay raises in the last ten years far beyond what I have received over the same period – pay raises which you are allowed to vote for yourselves. Not that I would dare suggest that you don’t deserve it – I don’t envy your jobs in the least. But even despite this glaring double-standard, I would have begrudgingly accepted no raise, if it were that alone. It is not the extending of the current contract in this legislation that has me upset. I am insulted. I am insulted that you have the temerity to suggest that this legislation represents mediation in any true sense of the word. Your use of legislation to enforce mediation, but then dictate the terms of the mediation is nothing short of bullying. How ironic that there was an anti-bullying flashmob on the lawn of the legislature the day this bill was introduced. To my mind, you have brought disrepute onto yourselves and the institution you represent. I was trying to defend the institution of our provincial government to my children tonight, suggesting that it rested on a foundation of elected officials acting in a dispassionate way for the benefit of all. I couldn’t. I am shocked. I shouldn’t be, given everything that has happened in the last 10 years, but I’m shocked. I am shocked – no, enraged – that you would enact legislation that essentially attacks my freedom to associate; legislation that, quite frankly, probably runs counter to the Charter of Rights and Freedoms, even though your government’s last Bill of this sort was deemed illegal by the Supreme Court; legislation that does not “put families first” but which threatens families – no, puts a gun to their heads – and says to them: “we will bankrupt you if you have the gall to disagree with us or stand up for your rights”. Lastly, I am disappointed, and if I’m to be honest, I am defeated and demoralized. And I know I’m not alone. And that’s what you wanted, wasn’t it? You don’t want an improved public education system. I would love to challenge you, to defy you, sir, to say otherwise, to come to Claremont and convince me in person that this legislation will improve the public education system in BC, that it will improve the lives of children and their families across this province, by demoralizing and insulting teachers like me, by forcing a foregone, supposedly “mediated” conclusion down our throats. Sadly, you tell these lies every day, and so my challenge is useless. It is a sad day for me, and a sad day for BC. I love my job, I love the kids at Claremont, and I love Victoria, but today I really and truly thought it might be time to find a teaching job back in Ontario. You may say good riddance – we can find someone cheaper than you to do the same job. But I dare you to say that to my students. That is a challenge that perhaps I could make. ------------- My oldest daughter has been reading Animal Farm at school. (Maybe I shouldn’t tell you this – you will think that it is another reason to bring down the public school system…) After our discussion earlier tonight – and believe me when I say I did my utmost best to withhold the vitriol that must be obvious by now that I hold inside – after our family discussion my oldest daughter paused and, honest to God, said something like: “ Dad, the government are kind of like the pigs on the farm, aren’t they…? Once they get to make the rules, they kind of twist things so that they always go their way”. So, I want to thank you, Mr. Abbott. You made me so proud of my daughter tonight that I want to cry. Mark Skanks Claremont Secondary School Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 5:39 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 21 comments: AllyMarch 6, 2012 at 8:43 PM Extremely well put! Please tell me you have send this to Mr. Abbott??? When will the "pigs" listen?ReplyDelete Ms. HendraMarch 6, 2012 at 9:18 PM I love this letter. I have shared it with many people, and just sent it to a friend who is the Math Department Head in Chilliwack, and a Claremont grad, too. Thanks to Mark for such a well-written letter. TannisReplyDelete 30daysofautismMarch 6, 2012 at 9:37 PM This is fabulous!! Thank you!ReplyDelete AmandaMarch 6, 2012 at 10:46 PM Credit should be given to Mark Skanks as author of this letter.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeMarch 7, 2012 at 8:51 AM I did not originally include Mark's name because I hadn't asked his permission to do so. Since the cat is out of the bag anyway, I will add it now.Delete Ms. OhanaMarch 7, 2012 at 10:23 PM your challenge is not useless, they just want us to think it is... but the very fact that they have to address us and our challenges means they hear us loud and clear.... at the end of the day.. remember you still have your vote.... make it hurt the same way they've hurt usDelete Reply SDMURPHY3March 6, 2012 at 11:22 PM Thank you for putting into words how I feel about the future of education in this Province. I moved my family here from Quebec to avoid the French controversy and give my children a better chance. I am very proud to say my daughter is an excellent teacher, but she like many of you good ones is thinking of moving on. I guarantee you if they pass Bill 22 I will vote anything but Liberal in 2013. Your daugther, God bless her, is absolutely right.ReplyDelete SabrinaBaileyMarch 6, 2012 at 11:53 PM Mark, I would not be where I am today if you hadn't taken me on as a practicum student. I watched you pour your heart and soul into your students - and me. Please do not leave, the kids at Claremont need you! The government should be the ones who buckle, not us. I am teaching 2 classes of 30 for "Essentials Math 10" (AW 10) and I cannot believe how much class sizes have exploded, even in the short time between my own high school years and my teaching career. I logistically cannot give my students the help they need in the time I have, and it is ludicrous to believe such a short time ago they would literally have had twice the amount of time per person, per day (assuming a class size under 15). I had a student drop out of school last week due to lack of attendance due to giving up, which I would like to argue is largely due to being pushed through a broken system for so long. Behind that child I have a long list of kids at risk to do the same... is this the kind of future our government has in store for our kids? Every kid who is withdrawn from my school breaks my heart because I know their educational system (not their teachers) has let them down. Sabrina Bailey North Peace SecondaryReplyDelete UnknownMarch 7, 2012 at 8:23 AM Thank you so much for this eloquent letter, Mark. I've sent it to my MLA because we have the same issues in Chilliwack and the rest of the province. Jody Raabe Mount Slesse Middle School, SD33ReplyDelete EleanaMarch 7, 2012 at 7:34 PM Thank-you for your passionate words... I will be sharing them with my colleagues. Eleana P. Citadel Middle School, SD43ReplyDelete lrnalotMarch 8, 2012 at 12:05 AM In sum, the short term gains touted by proponents of Bill 22 will result in even more disenfranchised youth, deeper and longer lasting negativity toward the Liberal Government and Politics in general, and more teachers applying for disability or leaving BC outright. Thanks for speaking so eloquently to these important issues.ReplyDelete Richard AustenMarch 8, 2012 at 2:06 AM I am also a BC teacher - now teaching in Hong Kong. I have floated the idea on facebook a few times but I will say it here. The government's tactic of the fines is to essentially stop a teacher walk-out. Strikes are illegal. The way to circumvent this action by the government is to organize teachers to hand in their resignations "en masse" including all TOCs (for which I was one). I'll grant you this is somewhat dangerous high stakes game to play - but it is one that must be played if Bill 22 goes through as that bill is a union busting bill anyway. The government can't fine someone who quits their job. We'll call it the "organization" rather than the BCTF and if government wants teachers back they'll have to talk to the BCTF - err "the Organization." It takes something along this drastic action to save the teaching union in BC because I can tell you something right now - the government does not care the least bit about these letters - they don't care about marches in Victoria - The Liberals are sitting back and laughing that they just saved three days of salaries and heating bills for all the schools. Their voters (which is the majority) support crushing the Teaching union despite all the chatter we see on facebook and other social media - we may get support from those friends but those ore OUR friends who arguably ore of similar mindedness on issues like this. I suspect the vast majority of Liberal voters want the Union to die. So it's time to stop the letter and the appeals to the liberal "heart of gold" and realize that that heart is ice. It's not the time to send in the BCTF Poodle to fight the Liberal T-REX - it's time to play some serious hardball - 40,000 teachers resign - effective the day after Spring Break ends. You want the teachers back - you hire them all back under the BCTF union (ie as if there was no resignation).ReplyDelete Replies AlexMarch 9, 2012 at 11:08 AM This is called (or is similar to) 'work-to-rule' (which I believe is what's been done so far...) Yes. It is worth this.Delete Reply RommelMarch 8, 2012 at 11:36 AM Hi, I found this blog once, then lost it. Took me forever to come back and find it. I wanted to see what comments you got. Nice blog by the way.I must take this opportunity to write to you from my heart.I Really enjoyed your blog.I have never read such a wonderful article. Resignation Letter ReplyDelete alientoinquirytooMarch 8, 2012 at 9:18 PM Dear Tara Ehrcke, You have stolen the words and ideas from my mouth! I could not have put it any better and I am the first one to sign up for your letter writing campaign. I have thought for a long time that our only recourse is to resign en-masse or all take stress leaves at the same time, either way there is no way that they win! Thank you for this... Andre KozakReplyDelete Replies alientoinquirytooMarch 8, 2012 at 9:26 PM I guess I should thank Tara for posting this and Mark for the writing and Richard for the ultimate solution! Thanks...Delete Reply alyxpottsMarch 9, 2012 at 7:59 AM "You may say good riddance – we can find someone cheaper than you to do the same job. But I dare you to say that to my students. That is a challenge that perhaps I could make." I had Mr.Skanks for math last year and he's amazing. So I think if you said those things to us "the students" we'd have a lot of kind words about Mr.Skanks and his teaching abilities/wisdom. And quite the opposite of "kind words" for you putting him and all our other teachers through all this.ReplyDelete AlexMarch 9, 2012 at 11:07 AM Brilliant letter! Well put! Passing it on!ReplyDelete Mrs.BMarch 12, 2012 at 9:50 AM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Mrs.BMarch 12, 2012 at 9:51 AM THANK YOU! Well said - I will be sharing this with colleagues in Burnaby & Surrey. Avril Broekhuizen Chilliwack Secondary, SD33ReplyDelete Mrs. D. ThiesenMarch 12, 2012 at 9:59 PM I've shared this on twitter. I was a top university student as well and encouraged to go into medicine but chose teaching...I love teaching, but did I make a mistake? I'm so insulted.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ▼  March (12) Bill 22 and Class Size/Class Composition BC Liberals: You reap what you sow... From public to private: a subtle path What is this dispute about? Putting equity last, a... Walk out pamphlet - arguments for full withdrawal ... Teachers debate a response to Bill 22 Lessons from the US - when unions don't strike to ... Lessons from history - legislation and illegal str... How do teachers defeat Bill 22? Critical thinking and Bill 22 - A teacher rebuts G... What is this strike about? A moving letter from a ... Public education - Christy: it's about equality ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2011/05/personalized-learning-what-is.html,Staffroom Confidential: Personalized learning - what is government's real motivation? $$$ Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Saturday, May 21, 2011 Personalized learning - what is government's real motivation? $$$ I've tried to keep an open mind on this whole 21C learning thing. I really have. Despite the fact that from the start, it sounded like rhetoric, flavour of the day, and techno-babble. But now that senior government representatives are meeting with BCPSEA (the BC public school employer's association - responsible for bargaining on behalf of school boards) to talk about 21C learning, and the "implications" for collective bargaining, I'm worried. The Supreme Court decision on Bills 27 and 28 revealed the "plotting" that was going on in 2001 behind teachers' backs. While teachers were, in good faith, trying to bargain improved class size provisions with BCPSEA, there were meetings between BCPSEA and government about imposing legislative changes. There were, in essence, secret dealings whose purpose was to eliminate class size provisions from teachers' collective agreements. To eliminate $275 million per year in public education funding. Things feel eerily similar. For about a year, the government has been trumpeting "21 century learning" and "personalized learning". It's not at all clear what these things mean. As one educator tweeted the other day, we've been doing 21st century learning for over a decade now. Or is it something different? Now the government is in secret meetings to define these terms. They want to know, from senior school board administrators, what "barriers" there are in collective agreements. Officials were ordered not to "tweet" from the secret meetings, after one tweet revealed that the Minister of Education was discussing new legislation. So while I try to keep my paranoid self in check, the thoughts that keep coming to the surface are these: * 21st century learning is about increasing the use of technology in schools, in reaction to the massive push from technology companies to do so (see the recent report from the technology council), regardless of the pedagogical soundness of doing so * personalized learning is about teachers working longer hours, planning more curriculum, doing more assessment, working 24/7 via email, having larger case loads...and along with this students having less instructional time Why do I think these things? Well, tidbits just keep coming to the surface. Apparently the Ministry doesn't want to direct 21C learning - they want school boards to do that. But they do want to help BCPSEA eliminate any collective agreement provisions that might get in the way. What could this look like? I saw a proposal earlier this year from a Principal at a Victoria secondary school. The idea was this: teach Planning 10 to all grade 10 students in one big class (over 100 students). Once a week, they come to the gymnasium, have a lecture style class, maybe with a guest speaker. Only one teacher and one counsellor are needed to deliver this section. The remainder of the course is taught "on line" with some individual teacher visits - sort of like the implementation of graduation portfolios. Each teacher can take a large case load, as they only see students perhaps once a week or once every two weeks. The bonus? Fewer teachers are needed to deliver the course to the same number of students. I don't think the government's objectives are any different now than they were in 2001. They are interested in cutting more funding from the public education system. By far the biggest cost is the direct instructional time by teachers. The only way to reduce costs significantly is to increase the number of students per teacher, or to decrease the instructional minutes students are entitled to. The type of "semi-distributed" learning model described above does both at the same time. And how to sell it to parents and the public? Call it "personalized learning". Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 2:24 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 2 comments: C. WelchMay 23, 2011 at 7:59 PM Hi Tara, I was just finishing my own blog entry about personalized learning when I cam across your wonderful blog and this particular discussion. I'm currently working as a public DL teacher. We are wondering if the traditional DL schools will be sacrificed for a new "semi-distributed" or "blended" model. I'm not as worried as you might be, largely because I don't believe the Ministry and the districts really know what's going on, but we shall see. In any case, thanks for your comments! Colin http://tinyurl.com/3uygnloReplyDelete Tara EhrckeMay 24, 2011 at 10:05 AM Colin, Loved your post. "Bait and switch" is a great descriptor! Maybe I am more worried because I am sitting at the provincial bargaining table...I have the feeling that the "switch" will be more legislation gutting more of our collective agreement and resulting in even fewer resources. TaraReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ▼  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ▼  May (18) A standardized contract for personalized learning?... Privatizing of public education: Only in America o... Breaking news: BC teachers to hold strike vote in ... Saskatchewan teachers continue strike over wages Why is BC gov't using same buzzwords as Rupert Mur... 21C Learning: One student's perspective Personalized learning - what is government's real ... Ministry plots personalized learning initiative in... More downloading of costs to school districts - is... From New York to California: American teachers pro... Victoria teacher bargaining breaks down Class size = Personalized learning Commission finds judges need cost of living adjust... Thoughts on a negotiated settlement over Bills 27,... Minister announces government will not appeal cour... Saskatchewan teachers plan job action for Thursday... Letter to Minister Abbott re: Teacher bargaining a... School boards and parents: speak now to pressure C... ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141007,breakfast.food.com,http://breakfast.food.com/recipe/yukon-sourdough-flapjacks-pancakes-34749,Yukon Sourdough Flapjacks Pancakes) Recipe - Breakfast.Food.com Log In Sign Up Recipe Box Grocery List My Profile My Inbox Account Settings Log Out Add a Recipe Looking for your public and private recipes or recipes with notes? They're now in your new Recipe Box. Learn More Introducing the New Food.com App! Getting dinner on the table just got a whole lot easier. 50 Tailgating Favorites Get ready to throw the ultimate parking lot party. DON'T MISS: 15 Awesome Oreo Desserts, Super-Quick Appetizers and Bubbly Beer Cocktails Looking for More? Join our newsletter to receive more recipe ideas each week. Sign Up Find Something You Like? As a member, you can save and sort your favorite recipes -- for FREE! Join Food.com The Latest Newest Photos Newest Recipes Member of the Month This Week's Newsletter Popular Now Our #1 Meatloaf Recipe Easy Coleslaw Dressing Cornbread Recipe Brownie in a Mug Vegetarian Recipes Best Oatmeal Cookies Low & Slow Baked Ribs Marinated Cucumbers & Tomatoes Deviled Egg Recipe what's new After-School Snacks Battle after-school hunger pangs with these five-ingredient fixes. Cupcakes, 50 Ways We've rounded up every cupcake recipe you'll ever need. Looking for More? Sign up for our free weekly newsletter to get more recipes ideas. Sign Up Find Something You Like? As a member, you can save and organize your favorite recipes and more. Join Food.com Browse Recipes Appetizers Beverages Breakfasts Desserts Lunch Main Dishes Side Dishes All Recipes » Browse by Ingredients, Nutrition & More… Recipe Sifter top recipes Halloween We've got all the eerie eats and silly treats for a fang-tastic night. Every Day Is a Food Holiday Did you know that there's a new food holiday 365 days a year? See what today is! ALSO NEW: Get Our Food Holidays App! Find Something You Like? Join our free newsletter to get more recipes and tips each week. Sign Up Become a FREE Member! As a member, you can save your favorite recipes, plan menus and more. Join Food.com More Holidays Thanksgiving Recipes Hanukkah Recipes Christmas Recipes New Year's Eve Recipes Valentine's Day Recipes St. Patrick's Day Recipes Easter Recipes 4th of July All Holidays » holidays Loading your recent recipes... With the all-new Recipe Box, you can: Save recipes from any site Create Shopping Lists sorted by aisle Access your recipes and Shopping Lists from any device Save Organize Shop Share Sign Up Now Log In Now recipe box Food.com: The App Want to see what this genius app can do? Check out our fun video showing you all the ins and outs. Bacon, Perfected Take your love of bacon to new levels with these aha tips. 5 Food Hacks for Kids Drip-free cones, secret banana messages, crazy-easy yogurt pops — well, hello there, cool mom! Video Tips & Tricks 5 Shortcut Cooking Tips 5 Food Storage Tips 5 Bacon Tips 5 Household Hacks 6 Cleaning Tips All Our Videos » Community Info Member of the Month Food.com Blog Contact Us Food.com Gear videos Log In Sign Up Join Our Newsletter Recipe Box Shopping List My Profile My Inbox Account Settings Log Out Add a Recipe Looking for your public and private recipes or recipes with notes? They're now in your new Recipe Box. Learn More Trending: Company-Worthy Dinners, Top Cheesy Pizza Pies Recipe Sifter X Start Here Course Main Ingredient Cuisine Preparation Occasion Diet Filter by Ingredient Nutrition 1 Select () or exclude () categories to narrow your recipe search. 2 As you select categories, the number of matching recipes will update. Make some selections to begin narrowing your results. Get   Recipes Calories Amount per serving Total Fat Saturated Fat Polyunsat. Fat Monounsat. Fat Trans Fat Cholesterol Sodium Potassium Total Carbohydrates Dietary Fiber Sugars Protein Vitamin A Vitamin B6 Vitamin B12 Vitamin C Calcium Iron Vitamin E Magnesium Alcohol Caffeine Find exactly what you're looking for with the web's most powerful recipe filtering tool. You are in: Home / Breakfast / Yukon Sourdough Flapjacks (Pancakes) Recipe Lost? Site Map http://breakfast.food.com/recipe/yukon-sourdough-flapjacks-pancakes-34749 Yukon Sourdough Flapjacks (Pancakes) By Donna M. Added July 23, 2002 | Recipe #34749 Categories: Sourdough breads Pancakes and waffles Yeast breads More Breads Breakfast North american Kid Friendly < 30 mins Stove top Time to make Equipment Number of servings Recipe Ratings & Reviews(21) Photos(1) Sponsored by: Photo by Bonnie G #2 1/1 Photo of Yukon Sourdough Flapjacks (Pancakes) Add Your Photos 5.0 21 Rate it! | Read 21 Reviews Total Time: Prep Time: Cook Time: 16 mins 10 mins 6 mins Donna M.'s Note: Old fashioned pancakes just like the prospectors used to make on the trail. Prep time does not include proofing time. Save to Recipe Box Add to Grocery List Print Email Yukon Sourdough Flapjacks (Pancakes) From* To* Your name Enter the two words from the image to verify you are human* *required Send My Private Note Ingredients: Yield: Yield 12 pancakes Units: US | Metric 2 cups proofed sourdough starter 1 egg, beaten 2 tablespoons oil 2 tablespoons sugar 1/2 teaspoon salt white bread flour, as needed 1/2 teaspoon baking soda Directions: 1 To proof your starter, feed it with equal amounts of flour and water (start with 1 cup of starter and at least 1 cup each of flour and water); cover and let sit overnight. 2 Next morning, measure 2 cups of the proofed starter into a mixing bowl. 3 Add egg, oil, sugar, and salt to the starter and mix briefly. 4 Add enough flour to attain the desired consistency and mix until lump-free. 5 Just before cooking the pancakes, dissolve baking soda in 1 Tbsp of warm water and gently blend into batter (See Note). 6 Once baking soda is blended in, do not stir again. 7 With a pitcher or ladle, pour 2 to 3-inch rounds on a hot (400 F) griddle. 8 Cook 2 to 4 minutes, until bubbles form on surface. 9 Turn and cook for an additional 2 minutes; serve hot. 10 NOTE: If time permits, omit baking soda and stir 1 cup white flour and 1/2 cup of milk into batter. 11 Proof, covered, for 1 hour at 85 degrees F, and then without stirring pour batter onto hot griddle--this will make pancakes extraordinary. Full Screen Submit a Correction Browse Our Top Sourdough Breads Recipes Sourdough Hamburger Buns By PaulaG Sourdough Pumpernickel By Vaquero Tim Best Bread Machine Sourdough By todgeimer Sunset Sourdough Starter By duonyte Ratings & Reviews: By Lucinda W on March 27, 2009 55 Pancakes never tasted as good as they smell UNTIL I found this recipe. We love this one. The flapjacks are tender, but firm enough to use as "bread" for breakfast sandwiches. We make them with sausage, egg, cheese, and a brush of maple syrup. Love this recipe! Thanks for sharing it. 3 people found this review Helpful. Was this review helpful to you? Yes | No We don't know who you are. Sign in or create an account By Bonnie G #2 on December 14, 2012 55 Made these for breakfast this morning trying to find something a little differant for a treat for DH and OMG!!! This is it. We both love sourdough ever since you first introduced me to it on this site and this was soo good. Light, fluffy and tender. Served with bacon and hot coffee and we both loved it just as written. I think next time I might even add a teaspoon of vanilla. The perfect pancake. Thanks so much for posting. 2 people found this review Helpful. Was this review helpful to you? Yes | No We don't know who you are. Sign in or create an account By adopt a greyhound on December 17, 2012 45 Want to try this with the BP as mine weren't what I thought they should be. I have a young sourdough so that may be part of the problem too. 0 people found this review Helpful. Was this review helpful to you? Yes | No We don't know who you are. Sign in or create an account Read All Reviews (21) You Might Also Like... Sourdough Pancakes By tonyf56 View All Sourdough Breads Recipes Advertisement Nutritional Facts for Yukon Sourdough Flapjacks (Pancakes) Serving Size: 1 (107 g) Servings Per Recipe: 1 Amount Per Serving % Daily Value Calories 34.1   Calories from Fat 23 70% Total Fat 2.6 g 4% Saturated Fat 0.4 g 2% Cholesterol 15.5 mg 5% Sodium 155.2 mg 6% Total Carbohydrate 2.1 g 0% Dietary Fiber 0.0 g 0% Sugars 2.1 g 8% Protein 0.5 g 1% The following items or measurements are not included: sourdough starter Detailed Nutrition Values About Nutrition Info Ideas from Food.com Cooking Hacks for Kids Beat the back-to-school blues with these genius tricks. The New App Has Arrived 50 Tailgating Favorites 25 Five-Ingredient Dinners 10 Easy Casseroles Advertisement Over 475,000 Recipes All Recipes All Categories Get a Random Recipe Kitchen Dictionary Measurement Converter Food.com Network of Sites Mexican Recipes Chinese Recipes Australian Recipes Breakfast Recipes Greek Recipes Restaurant Recipes Italian Recipes Christmas Recipes Thanksgiving Recipes Southern Recipes Dessert Recipes Deep Fried Recipes Thai Recipes Low Cholesterol Recipes Indian Recipes Healthy Recipes Meatloaf Recipes Ideas from Food.com How-To Videos Ground Chicken Recipes Soft Snickerdoodle Cookies Italian Meatballs Recipe Hush Puppies Recipe Southern Buttermilk Biscuits Banana Cake Recipe Hollandaise Sauce Best Banana Bread The Best Ever Waffles More from Food.com RSS The Food.com Blog Food.com Family Food Network Cutthroat KitchenSuperstar Sabotage Cooking Channel Fall's Top Apple Desserts 12 Crazy Food Superstitions Favorite Slow-Cooker Recipes HGTV 100s of Halloween Crafts Urban Oasis: Enter Now Connect with us Travel Channel Fall Apple Picking 10 Top Fall Getaways Fall Foliage Photos Food.com: The most complete collection of free recipes on the Internet, trusted by home chefs throughout the world. What's New Top Recipes Holidays Recipe Box Food Network Sites View Mobile Site  See All of Scripps Networks Digital Food Network Cooking Channel HGTV DIY Network FrontDoor.com HGTVRemodels.com Travel Channel GAC uLive.com © 2014 Scripps Networks, LLC. All Rights Reserved Sitemap | Terms of Use | Privacy Policy | AdChoices | Infringements | About us | Advertise with Us | Help | Contact us)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Touring a natural gas drilling rig with @MLA Mike Bernier, and Brian from EnCana http://t.co/AifdJ4H07b" @Teresa_Wat - 06:01pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=31326,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2013 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 26, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 2013   President’s message  By Jim Iker   Bargaining a fair contract on behalf of all members is a top priority for me. This bargaining round is the first since our collective agreement was illegally stripped in 2002 that we have had the right to negotiate class-size and class-composition language. As I travel around the province and talk to teachers, I hear about the reductions in teacher-librarian time and the closures of school libraries, the loss of school counsellors, that fewer special education and resource learning teachers are working in schools, and that sometimes these supports are barely adequate. I hear about the ongoing overcrowding in classes. Ministry of Education numbers confirm this overcrowding; last year there were nearly 15,000 classes with three or more students with special needs. In total, there were 640 fewer full-time teachers in BC in 2012, than there were five years earlier. These losses would not have occurred if prior collective-agreement language was intact. I must emphasize that it is only through our collective and steadfast efforts throughout the past 12 years, including our court case challenging the stripping of our contract, that we have won this right again. Our bargaining objectives are clear; we need class-size and class-composition limits and minimum levels of learning specialist teachers in each school. Students deserve better supports and the return of specialist teacher caseloads and ratios will allow for more one-on-one and small-group learning that many students require. Teachers have waited long enough for a fair salary increase and better prep-time provisions. No matter which data one looks at, BC teacher salaries are falling behind those of their Canadian colleagues. I firmly believe the time for catch up is in this round of bargaining.   I take heart that we are not alone in our bargaining efforts. Teachers worldwide, through Education International’s advocacy campaign, are calling on governments to provide the funding and resources to support three pillars of public education: quality teaching, quality tools, and quality learning environments. All three pillars need to work in tandem. My request to the BC government is straightforward and simple. Give teachers the respect they deserve. Come to the bargaining table prepared to bargain in good faith by bringing the funds necessary to negotiate a fair collective agreement. A fair collective agreement for teachers means better supports for students. In October, the Ministry of Education posted new draft curriculum on their website. BCTF members were involved in writing these drafts. These 62 teachers invested a tremendous amount of knowledge, time, and energy, and took on the significant responsibility of representing the professional voice of the Federation. Thank you teachers, for all of your work. I also encourage you to read the curriculum drafts and to participate in the consultation process to ensure that teachers lead the way in shaping new curriculum. Cast your mind to what is needed to implement new curriculum. We know from experience that curriculum redesign will not be successful if there are not sufficient resources, funding, or in-service time to support the transition. Last year, more than 700 teachers participated in a survey conducted by the BCTF Research Division about poverty and its impact on students and learning. Read more about the results in this issue of Teacher on page 11. I hope you had the chance to participate in an amazing day of professional development on October 25. I don’t tweet (yet) but I enjoyed reading your ProD tweets posted on the BCTF web page. I know I speak on everyone’s behalf as I thank all of you who organized professional development activities for our colleagues. Jim Iker, BCTF president    Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "Eid Mubarak to all those celebrating in BC!" @bcliberals - 06:52pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9972,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 4, March 2003 Whose standards? Whose values? by Rhonda Philpott As a teacher interested in human/children’s rights, antiracism, and multicultural and environmental education, I was excited about the most recent curriculum trend, "performance standards for social responsibility." I eagerly embraced the curriculum and began adapting ideas in my classroom. What a great concept: have students learn about rights and responsibilities and begin shaping a more socially aware generation of children. But the more I studied and reflected, the more I realized that I had some serious concerns about the new government trend. What are the standards all about? What are the objectives and intentions supporting them? And most nagging for me, how can we measure qualities such as caring, compassion, and respect? Why do we feel compelled to always measure? Whose standards are they? Do the standards reflect the cultural diversity in our schools? Do we not already come to school with a sense of identity shaped by our cultural and family values and histories? Do the standards of performance reflect those values, or are we influencing the identities of the students we teach by setting social standards to which they must aspire? And if we do measure such qualities and behaviours, I wonder if they might become neatly packaged skills that are covered briefly and then pushed aside for the "real three Rs." Isn’t becoming a socially aware and responsible person a lifelong learning that is woven throughout daily living? Isn’t it an ongoing part of discourses and dialogues with friends, family, and colleagues rather than a measurable skill? Is the goal of such a curriculum to encourage dialogue or simply to strengthen the brotherhood of authoritative discourse? In my mind, one has possibilities for creative solutions to our current problems; whereas the other simply reinforces a status quo that repeats a stagnant cycle. By measuring social responsibility, are we moving toward our goal of creating a peaceful, conscientious, caring society, or are we moving away? Is it possible that through the accountability compulsion to rate and measure skills and behaviours, more competition and self-centredness are encouraged? If our system is all about making the grade, then who’s to say that the students won’t simply learn to play the game? If we set up a system of "rating," then those who truly want to excel might simply act out the appropriate behaviours to obtain the highest rating but never truly live out a socially conscious life. Do we want children to simply play the game, or do we want them to intrinsically feel compelled to embrace a socially conscious way of life? How can we create schools centred in care within a system based on competition and attaining the grade? And have we agreed that creating these standards and measuring our performance is what we hope for in creating educational and societal transformation? I question our abilities or even our motivations for setting and evaluating behaviours and values of family life. In a recent course in dispute resolution, the discussion surrounding values made explicit that values are not negotiable. Setting the standard for values outside the school confirms that we are continuing to promote an authoritative concept of education and that we really haven’t made much progress in our educational systems. Is it so necessary to have common shared values? Is it desirable? Can we not explore social responsibility without prescribing standards of measurement? Historian Michael Ignateiff suggests a possibility: "The precondition for order in a liberal society is an act of the imagination, not a moral consensus or shared values, but the capacity to understand a moral world different from our own. We may be different, but we can imagine what it would be like to be each other." Perhaps our next step is to work together to explore further and expand our understanding of what it means to be socially responsible. We in education (especially those making the decisions at the top levels of government) need to look at the implications of our privileged and trusted positions. Having critically examined our privilege, we then need to open the floor to a variety of voices to expand the exploration and help us understand social responsibility from a variety of perspectives. And finally if compelled to do so, we teachers need to voice our concerns...for whose voice speaks for us if it is not our own? Rhonda Philpott teaches at Aldergrove Elementary School, Langley. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/insights_west?lang=ar,Insights West (@insights_west) | تويتر تويتر استعلام بحثي البحث في تويتر البحوث المحفوظة حذف حساب موثّق @ مستخدمون مُقتَرحون حساب موثّق @ حساب موثّق @ اللغة: العربيّة فارسی Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 هل لديك حساب؟ تسجيل الدخول هل أنت مستخدم جديد في تويتر؟ انضم اليوم! » تسجيل الدخول رقم هاتف، أو بريد إلكترونيّ، أو اسم مستخدم كلمة المرور تسجيل الدخول تذكّرني نسيت كلمة المرور؟ هل تستخدم تويتر عبر الرسائل النصّيّة القصيرة؟ Insights West @insights_west تغريدات ٥٨٨ الصور/الفيديو ٢١ متابَعون ٩٢ متابِعون ٤٠٩ المفضّلات ٧١   المزيد المفضّلات القوائم إلغاء الكتم عن @insights_west كتم @insights_west تابِع مُتابَع إلغاء المتابعة محظور إلغاء الحظر قيد الانتظار إلغاء Insights West @insights_west Insights West is a progressive, full-service market research company offering insights-driven research solutions and interpretative analysis. Vancouver, B.C. insightswest.com ٢١ صور أو مقاطع فيديو تغريدات تغريدات تغريدات وردود Insights West @insights_west  ·  ٢٢ د 73% in Metro Vancouver perceive coal dust as a serious environmental threat. http://bit.ly/iw_sfdc  ردّ ٠ ردّ إعادة تغريد مُعاد تغريدها ٠ إعادة تغريد تفضيل مُفضّلة ٠ تفضيل المزيد تضمين التغريدة Insights West @insights_west  ·  ٢٣ د 58% in Metro Vancouver are hesitant to support the project due to climate change. http://bit.ly/iw_sfdc  ردّ ٠ ردّ إعادة تغريد مُعاد تغريدها ١ إعادة تغريد ١ تفضيل مُفضّلة ٠ تفضيل المزيد تضمين التغريدة Insights West @insights_west  ·  ٥٣ د 77% in Metro Vancouver say the expansion of the Fraser Surrey Docks terminal will create more jobs in the province. http://bit.ly/iw_sfdc  ردّ ٠ ردّ إعادة تغريد مُعاد تغريدها ٠ إعادة تغريد تفضيل مُفضّلة ٠ تفضيل المزيد تضمين التغريدة Insights West @insights_west  ·  ساعة A look at how residents feel about the expansion of coal shipments in Metro Vancouver. http://bit.ly/iw_sfdc  http://ow.ly/i/77ZYC  عرض الصورة ردّ ٠ ردّ إعادة تغريد مُعاد تغريدها ٠ إعادة تغريد تفضيل مُفضّلة ٠ تفضيل المزيد تضمين التغريدة Insights West @insights_west  ·  ساعة Opposition to building the coal shipping facility in Metro Vancouver highest among women (48%) and 18-to-34 (47%) http://bit.ly/iw_sfdc  ردّ ٠ ردّ إعادة تغريد مُعاد تغريدها ٠ إعادة تغريد تفضيل مُفضّلة ٠ تفضيل المزيد تضمين التغريدة Insights West مُعاد تغريدها Steve Mossop @SteveMossop  ·  ساعتان 42% in Metro Vancouver support building the Fraser Surrey Docks coal shipping facility; 43% are opposed; 14% unsure. http://bit.ly/iw_sfdc  ردّ ٠ ردّ إعادة تغريد مُعاد تغريدها ١ إعادة تغريد ١ تفضيل مُفضّلة ٠ تفضيل المزيد تضمين التغريدة Insights West @insights_west  ·  ساعتان Support for building the coal shipping facility in Metro Vancouver highest among men (50%) and 55+ (47%) http://bit.ly/iw_sfdc  ردّ ٠ ردّ إعادة تغريد مُعاد تغريدها ٠ إعادة تغريد تفضيل مُفضّلة ٠ تفضيل المزيد تضمين التغريدة Insights West @insights_west  ·  ساعتان 42% in Metro Vancouver support building the Fraser Surrey Docks coal shipping facility; 43% are opposed; 14% unsure. http://bit.ly/iw_sfdc  ردّ ٠ ردّ إعادة تغريد مُعاد تغريدها ٠ إعادة تغريد تفضيل مُفضّلة ٠ تفضيل المزيد تضمين التغريدة Insights West @insights_west  ·  ٣ س Just 53% in Metro Vancouver are familiar with the Fraser Surrey Docks coal shipping facility project. (1/2) http://bit.ly/iw_sfdc  ردّ ٠ ردّ إعادة تغريد مُعاد تغريدها ١ إعادة تغريد ١ تفضيل مُفضّلة ٠ تفضيل المزيد تضمين التغريدة Insights West @insights_west  ·  ٣ س In contrast 79% are familiar with Kinder Morgan Trans Mountain pipeline & 80% with the Enbridge Northern Gateway(2/2) http://bit.ly/iw_sfdc  ردّ ٠ ردّ إعادة تغريد مُعاد تغريدها ١ إعادة تغريد ١ تفضيل مُفضّلة ٠ تفضيل المزيد تضمين التغريدة Insights West @insights_west  ·  ٣ س Our latest release: Metro Vancouver Still Divided on Coal Shipping Facility http://bit.ly/iw_sfdc  ردّ ٠ ردّ إعادة تغريد مُعاد تغريدها ٠ إعادة تغريد تفضيل مُفضّلة ٠ تفضيل المزيد تضمين التغريدة Insights West @insights_west  ·  ٤ س "A Shocking Number of Business Owners in BC Do Not Have a Business Plan." Read the full release here: http://bit.ly/IW_SBBC  ردّ ٠ ردّ إعادة تغريد مُعاد تغريدها ٠ إعادة تغريد تفضيل مُفضّلة ٠ تفضيل المزيد تضمين التغريدة Insights West @insights_west  ·  ٤ س 38% of small business owners do not believe a succession plan is important to their business, 56% of sole proprietors http://bit.ly/IW_SBBC  ردّ ٠ ردّ إعادة تغريد مُعاد تغريدها ١ إعادة تغريد ١ تفضيل مُفضّلة ٢ تفضيلان ٢ المزيد تضمين التغريدة Insights West @insights_west  ·  ٤ س Less than one-quarter (19%) of small business owners have a succession plan in place. http://bit.ly/IW_SBBC  http://ow.ly/i/77W1R  عرض الصورة ردّ ٠ ردّ إعادة تغريد مُعاد تغريدها ٠ إعادة تغريد تفضيل مُفضّلة ٠ تفضيل المزيد تضمين التغريدة Insights West @insights_west  ·  ٤ س A look at our release with @SmallBusinessBC showing the shocking number of small business without a business plan. http://ow.ly/i/77VGA  عرض الصورة ردّ ٠ ردّ إعادة تغريد مُعاد تغريدها ٠ إعادة تغريد تفضيل مُفضّلة ٠ تفضيل المزيد تضمين التغريدة Insights West @insights_west  ·  ٥ س Nearly half (48%) began operations with a business plan in place, 42% of business owners have one now. http://bit.ly/IW_SBBC  ردّ ٠ ردّ إعادة تغريد مُعاد تغريدها ٠ إعادة تغريد تفضيل مُفضّلة ٠ تفضيل المزيد تضمين التغريدة Insights West @insights_west  ·  ٥ س A shocking 34% of sole proprietors believe a business plan is not important to the future of their business. http://bit.ly/IW_SBBC  ردّ ٠ ردّ إعادة تغريد مُعاد تغريدها ١ إعادة تغريد ١ تفضيل مُفضّلة ٠ تفضيل المزيد تضمين التغريدة Insights West @insights_west  ·  ٥ س 23% of small business owners believe a business plan is not important to the future of their business. http://bit.ly/IW_SBBC  ردّ ٠ ردّ إعادة تغريد مُعاد تغريدها ٠ إعادة تغريد تفضيل مُفضّلة ٠ تفضيل المزيد تضمين التغريدة Insights West @insights_west  ·  ٥ س More than half of small business owners in BC (52%) began operations without a business plan. http://bit.ly/IW_SBBC  ردّ ٠ ردّ إعادة تغريد مُعاد تغريدها ٠ إعادة تغريد تفضيل مُفضّلة ٠ تفضيل المزيد تضمين التغريدة Insights West @insights_west  ·  ٦ س Today we are looking at the results of a study we released last week in conjunction with @SmallBusinessBC. http://bit.ly/IW_SBBC  ردّ ٠ ردّ إعادة تغريد مُعاد تغريدها ١ إعادة تغريد ١ تفضيل مُفضّلة ٠ تفضيل المزيد تضمين التغريدة قد يعاني تويتر من الحمل الزائد أو يواجه عطلًا مؤقتًا. حاول مرّة أخرى قم بزيارة حالة تويتر لمزيد من المعلومات. إغلاق قام Insights West بمتابعة لا تفوّت أي تحديثات من Insights West Vancouver, B.C. · تغيير © 2014 تويتر عن تويتر مساعدة معلومات الإعلانات إغلاق المتداوَلة متداوَلة خُصّصت لك. المواضيع المتداولة تتيح طريقة فريدة لإبقائك على اطّلاع على كلّ ما يهمّك. يتمّ تخصيصها من أجلك بناءً على موقعك الجغرافيّ وعلى مَن تتابع. تغيير احتفظ بالمواضيع المتداولة المخصّصة احصل على الموضوعات المتداولة عالميًا تمّ تجاهَل إغلاق السابق التالي إغلاق اذهب إلى الملف الشخصي البحوث المحفوظة حذف حساب موثّق @ مستخدمون مُقتَرحون حساب موثّق @ حساب موثّق @ إغلاق هل تريد إعادة تغريد هذا لمتابعيك؟ إلغاء إعادة تغريد إغلاق هل أنت متأكد أنك تريد حذف هذه التغريدة؟ إلغاء حذف إغلاق حظر إلغاء حظر إضافة موقع جغرافى إلى تغريداتك حينما تغرّد مع عرض موقعك الجغرافي فإنّ تويتر يقوم بتخزين هذا الموقع. بامكانك تفعيل/تعطيل إضافة موقعك الجغرافي قبل كل تغريدة، ولديك الخيار لحذف سجل موقعك الجغرافي. معرفة المزيد تشغيل خاصية تحديد الموقع الجغرافي ليس الآن إيقاف خاصية الموقع الجغرافي إغلاق ملخص الملف الشخصي إغلاق قوائمك إغلاق إنشاء قائمة جديدة اسم القائمة وصف أقل من 100 حرف، اختياري الخصوصية علنيّ · يمكن لأي شخص متابعة هذه القائمة خاصّ · أنت فقط تستطيع الدخول لهذه القائمة حفظ القائمة إغلاق إغلاق تضمين هذه التغريدة أضف هذه التغريدة لموقعك بواسطة نسخ التعليمة البرمجية أدناه. لمعرفة المزيد حسنًا، حدثت مشكلة أثناء الاتصال بالخادم. حاول مرة أخرى؟ تضمين التغريدة الأصلية تضمين الوسائط معاينة إغلاق التسجيل في تويتر لم تسجل في تويتر؟ سجل الآن، وكُن على اطلاع على الأشياء التي تهمك، و احصل على آخر الأخبار حال حدوثها. هل لديك حساب؟ تسجيل الدخول » إغلاق رموز قصيرة في اتّجاهين (إرسال واستقبال) الدولة الرمز لعملاء الولايات المتحدة الأمريكية 40404 (أيّ) كندا 21212 (أيّ) المملكة المتحدة 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 البرازيل 40404 Nextel, TIM هاييتي 40404 Digicel, Voila إيرلندا 51210 Vodafone, O2 الهند 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance إندونيسيا 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata إيطاليا 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » شاهد الرموز القصيرة للرسائل النصّيّة القصيرة للبلدان الأخرى إغلاق تأكيد)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet ""Everyone laughed when I said I wanted to open a button store" http://t.co/4AVIQWDBfB #smallbiz #entrepreneur" @naomiyamamoto - 06:39pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9412&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 19, Number 2, October 2006 Yours for the asking Hands on: An elementary school teachers’ manual Have you ever felt you didn't have the knowledge or the skills to do the kind of job in the classroom you knew you should be doing? Have you ever wished you had chosen another profession? Have you ever wanted to be a better teacher—maybe a great one? There is a new resource available that is practical, philosophical, and blunt, and it is guaranteed to help you become the best teacher you can be. Even better, it is not written by someone who left teaching because they were lousy at it. It is written by a teacher who has been praised by parents, professionals, and kids, and who has spent 37 years in schools. As a former student recently commented, "Mrs. Paul’s class was where I really learned things." Hands on will explain how to be a life-changing force in your classroom. Sample chapters include: Behaviour management, Working with parents, How not to be boring, and Why teachers quit plus there are detailed chapters on teaching language arts, math, science, and social studies. Although the curriculum references are specific to elementary schools, this manual will stimulate all teachers to improve their classroom practices. To order a copy, send a cheque for $23.99 ($19.99 + $4 S&H) payable to Margaret Paul, 509 St. Patrick Street, Victoria, BC V8S 4X4. Volunteer opportunity—Study buddy tutors Volunteer as a Study Buddy tutor and help a Little Sister reach or surpass her academic goals! Big Sisters of BC Lower Mainland (www.bigsisters.bc.ca) is currently seeking volunteers to participate in their Big Sisters Study Buddy Program for one hour a week for a minimum of six months. The Study Buddy Program offers Little Sisters (ages 7–17) the educational support and guidance they need by matching them in a one-to-one relationship with a volunteer tutor. The Little Sisters in this program have demonstrated a need for extra help with their schoolwork, and could benefit from the one-to-one tutoring assistance this program offers. With the support of a Big Sister Study Buddy, Little Sisters are encouraged and equipped to improve their educational performance and meet their academic goals, which contributes to their overall sense of self-esteem. If you are a woman who is 19 years of age or older, has a high school diploma, some post-secondary education (completed or in-progress), and some experience helping others learn, please contact Elske Hopcraft at 604-873-4525, ext. 301, e-mail studybuddy@bigsisters.bc.ca. Kids’ discovery workshops Kids’ discoveries at Vancouver Museum and Science World workshops parallel, or even exceed, real-world sustainability science. Picture this: wacky-looking scraps of bright metallic cardboard held together by sticky tape that brought a stone to nearly 200šF in two minutes, using only the sun. It doesn’t look like a conventional solar oven, more like a science-fiction movie prop. It was created, not by a film-studio artist, but by an 11-year-old attending Vancouver Museum’s workshops. Solar ovens have commercial potential, and might even reduce forest fires, if we can convince campers to use them. Another scene is not from a Silicon Valley board room, where the Tesla electric sports car is nearing final engineering work. Six gifted young people discuss the merits of various energy sources for a vehicle of the future. And, just like Popular Mechanics editors, they decide that the hydrogen fuel-cell vehicle isn’t as practical as a solar-powered battery vehicle. The group’s average age is probably 12, and the scene is actually at Pinewood Elementary School in Delta. The Tesla electric car is the first production car created by software and computer engineers, spurred on by the hit feature documentary, Who Killed The Electric Car? Here’s another example: Wired magazine featured a light-concentrator based on supercomputer calculations programmed by math wizards. These math geniuses’ parabolic dishes will allow a solar panel to exceed its usual performance. At the 30 Days of Sustainability event at Science World, a young boy created a parabolic panel that allowed his model electric car to run without direct sunlight. The car worked in the shade and at a good speed relative to other solar cars running under full sun! Check out Marek’s Curve with Google. Why are we adults throwing alkaline batteries away? All landfills will eventually leak and that toxic sludge will bubble up in our children’s drinking water and litigation lawyers will issue class action writs, decades from now. Adults don’t know this, but scores of preteens in Vancouver attending Solar Power Roadshow’s workshops have experimented with everything from gravity to freezing temperatures to revive single-use batteries. Students who succeeded in bringing used batteries back to 1.5 volts have shared their methods with others. Vancouver now has dozens of potential recycling entrepreneurs, since a new brand-name alkaline retails for $2 each. Consider allowing elementary school students to investigate sustainable energy technology without showing already existing adult-world models because there are useful discoveries being made by preteens, as we’ve seen in Solar Power Roadshow’s free-form workshops. For more information, contact Rob Matthies at 604-739-7717 or robert04mat@yahoo.com. Tigers and dragons—China and India for kids Bring your class/group (children aged 2–9) down to Gastown this fall to experience Tigers and Dragons—China and India for Kids. Tigers and Dragons is the first exhibit produced by Kids Around the World Children’s Museum Society. Our goal is to create a permanent children’s museum to celebrate countries and cultures around the world and the ‘world’ in our city. School group visits are going to be amazing. They will start with a chance for kids to look at the globe and find out where China and India are and where their own ancestors are from. There will be plenty of time for free play in the exhibit (including a make-and-take), plus a chance to do some Animal Yoga and learn to say and write some Chinese and Indian words. The 90-minute program ends with a story time. We will also offer a range of pre- and post-trip activities that teachers can do with their class. For more details about this colourful hands-on exhibit and to sign up for our newsletter, visit our web site at www.kidsaroundtheworld.ca.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/BCTFNews.aspx?id=24218&printPage=true,BCTF News, Vol. 17, No. 2, October 2011  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Newsletters and Alerts > BCTF News > 2011-12 Archives BCTF News Teachers Working Together for Quality Public Education   Volume 17 No. 2  October 2011   Table of Contents Searching for a solution on learning conditions  Government prepared to experiment with students' futures  BCPSEA threatens response to job action  BC Court of Appeal issues another rebuke to government  Searching for a solution on learning conditions From the outset in 2002, when the provincial government illegally stripped learning conditions language from collective agreements, teachers have spoken out about the deteriorating issues of class size and composition. The ruling by Madam Justice Griffin in April of this year confirmed our right to bargain these provisions.   Despite this ruling, government has refused to negotiate the conditions of class size and composition or restore the language that was in collective agreements.   The onus is now on government to restore teachers' rights to bargain our working conditions, which are our students' learning conditions, and to provide the conditions that students need and have been waiting for since 2002 when provisions in collective agreements ensured adequate funding, class size, and limits on class composition and specialist services.   Government could have acted to remedy the situation the day after Justice Griffin made her decision in April. By not doing so, students have had to wait another six months and most likely another year.   Teachers have a strong record of advocating for improved conditions for students, and are committed to trying to engage government in productive discussions on the expectation that a remedy can be found. Government prepared to experiment with students' futures The most glaring omission in the Throne Speech, delivered on October 3, 2011, was the repeal of Bills 27 and 28. This was the first opportunity of the legislature to repeal the illegal and unconstitutional legislation that stripped our collective agreements. We asked government to repeal the legislation, and restore class-size limits and guarantees for students with special needs by September 1, 2011. They failed to do so. To return classroom conditions to 2002 levels, would have required an investment of a minimum of $336 million this year.   Minister of Education George Abbott, speaking in the Legislature, outlined plans to establish a Class Organization Fund (COF), which would see students and schools competing for the meager funds (nothing for this year and a mere $30,000,000 for 2012-13) being made available.   Everyone would have to make the case for how their need is greater than another class or school.   "Ultimately, it would create competition between vulnerable students for the very services they so urgently need to succeed at school. It's profoundly unfair," said BCTF President Susan Lambert.   After a decade of underfunding, students and teachers need to see a return to adequate and predictable education funding that will ensure all students have an equal chance to succeed. The COF is a raw deal for students. BCPSEA threatens response to job action Recently BCPSEA held a conference with trustee delegates to discuss potential responses to BCTF's Phase 1 job action. These included reducing teachers' pay on the basis that teachers were not doing as much work as they did before the job action, stopping payment of teachers' benefit and locking out teachers.   Teachers should be aware that the work they are doing is pursuant to the essential services order issued by the Labour Relations Board on July 26, 2011 in decision B132/2011 (available at http://tinyurl.com/6bhkhau).   Paragraph 15 of that decision contains the following ruling: "Except as modified by the above, current Collective Agreement provisions will continue to apply."   The modifications referred to in "the above" includes the list of tasks that the board has stated teachers need not do during Phase 1 of the job action.   The legal foundation of this ruling is s.73 (2) of the Labour Code, which provides that in an essential services situation, the relationship between the employer and the employees, "Must be governed by the terms and conditions of the collective agreement last in force between the employer and the trade union except as that collective agreement is amended by the board to the extent necessary to implement the designation of essential services."   BCPSEA in its discussion with trustees explained that any changes to the wages or benefits of teachers would have to be approved by the Labour Relations Board.   However, what was not made clear to trustees is that the Labour Relations Board's jurisdiction to amend the collective agreement is limited to facilitating the delivery of essential services. It is hard to fathom how reducing teachers' pay and not paying benefits would be necessary to achieve the implementation of those essential services.   Before school districts could lockout teachers, much would have to happen. Anything that in any way strays beyond what the essential services order in B132/2011 sets out will require further LRB hearings to determine new levels of essential services based on what specifically the lock-out plan is. The existing order only designates "essential services for the BCTF bargaining unit to the extent necessary for Phase 1."   Without approval by the LRB to amend the collective agreement, something that is highly unlikely to occur, and without new essential services designations, any move by school districts to implement any of the potential responses under discussion would be illegal. BC Court of Appeal issues another rebuke to government Teachers have scored yet another win in their challenge to Bill 42, the infamous "gag law" that the provincial government enacted back in May 2008.   That bill limited third party advertising prior to provincial elections. It defined election advertising very broadly to include transmitting to the public, by any means, a message that takes a position on an issue with which a party or candidate is associated. The law imposed strict restrictions on such advertising for a total of 88 days before a provincial election and threatened harsh penalties.   The BCTF maintained that this legislation was unconstitutional and no more than a cynical attempt to restrict freedom of expression designed to silence effective criticism of government.   In December 2008, the BCTF and three other public sector unions lodged a challenge to appeal Bill 42. In his judgment, BC Supreme Court Justice Cole, ruled in favour of the unions and said these restrictions could not be upheld as a demonstrably justified limit in a free and democratic society.   Government attempted to overturn this decision but now the BC Appeal Court has dismissed the appeal upholding the original ruling of Justice Cole.   This represents a significant victory for the unions, and indeed all British Columbians, in exposing once again the disregard this government has shown for the Charter, its abuse of power, and the lengths to which it will go to limit the participation of citizens in a free, democratic society.   To read an analysis of the Appeal Court decision go to: http://tinyurl.com/3t9gl6r )
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=22912,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 23, Number 6, April 2011   Looking back By Chris Bocking  70 years ago Is your luncheon room attractive? Cover the tables with cream or white oilcloth. Put bright paper curtains to the windows. Many of the stationery stores have figured crepe paper with autumn leaves, Hallowe’en, Christmas, Valentine and Easter designs as well as flowers and butterflies. While fresh flowers are plentiful, ask for donations for the tables. Even the boys will be glad to donate, though they may not be willing to carry them to school. Radio programmes or phonograph records would delight the small listeners. To make the lunch hour really enjoyable, serve piping hot cocoa. A teacher who gently corrects outstanding breaches of table etiquette can greatly improve the social atmosphere of the lunch room. – April 1941, The BC Teacher 50 years ago What is the future of Grade 13? The Chant Commission has recommended that facilities for offering a full Grade 13 course be provided as quickly as possible throughout the public school system. The Commission states, “A considerable percentage of the pupils who enter university after completing Grade 12 fail in the first year. It was evident that a number of them had not reached a level of maturity that would enable them to assume responsibility for doing their own work without the closer supervision that is given in the secondary schools. Many young people mature rapidly during this stage of their development, and the additional year in Grade 13, particularly if living at home, would help them to become better prepared to meet the exacting demands of university study.”– April 1961, The BC Teacher  30 years ago Teachers’ ability to influence the education system is diminishing. The ministry is exerting centralized control over curriculum, textbooks, testing of students and assessment of school programs. School boards are “accountability conscious” and impose restrictions through administrators that further erode the autonomy of teachers. What results is a body of teachers who feel helpless in controlling their working lives. Despite the stressful conditions, teachers receive little support for their efforts. Instead, they are blamed for all the ills of the education system. – March–April 1981, The BC Teacher 10 years ago Jim Sinclair, president of the B.C. Federation of Labour, referred to the recent Alberta election, in which voters returned Premier Ralph Klein with a huge majority even though education and healthcare funding have been slashed. But the direction Gordon Campbell is taking as he heads to the polls “has to strike fear into anyone who cares about education in this province,” Sinclair said. “In Gordon’s world, we’ll have charter schools and privatization under the guise of choice. In Gordon’s world, education workers have no right to strike.” – April 2001, Teacher newsmagazine Compiled by Chris Bocking, Keating Elementary School, Saanich   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/contacts.cfm?page=pdchairs&sort=1&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true,BCTF Contacts Home E-mail Lists Links A to Z Index Contact Us Help SITE SEARCH Quick Links BCTF formsBCTF NewsFrançaisLabour linksPensionsTeacher NewsmagazineTeaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Contact Us > PD chairpersons BCTF Professional Development Chairpersons Sorted by local name. Click here for sort by local number. Local Chair School Phone School Fax E-mail Abbotsford District Teachers' Association (34) Brenda Head    604-850-7692  pd34@bctf.ca Alberni District Teachers' Union (701) Stephanie Hopkins  250-723-7522  250-723-7557  pd701@bctf.ca Arrow Lakes Teachers' Association (10) Paula Rogers  250-358-7222  250-358-2533  pd10@bctf.ca Boundary District Teachers' Association (51) Catherine Pankoff  250-442-8275  250-442-5388  pd51@bctf.ca Linda Rawlings-Dolezsar  250-442-5313  250-442-5317  pd51@bctf.ca Bulkley Valley Teachers' Union (54) Kristina Willing  250-847-2231  250-847-2165  pd54@bctf.ca Mary Neto  250-847-2231  250-847-2165  pd54@bctf.ca Burnaby Teachers' Association (41) Alexandra Peters  604-664-7056  604-664-8734  pd41@bctf.ca Barbara Henderson  604-664-8727  604-664-8818  pd41@bctf.ca Patricia Dolton      pd41@bctf.ca Burns Lake District Teachers' Union (55) Lisa Mason  250-698-7301  250-698-7349  pd55@bctf.ca Campbell River District Teachers' Association (72) Adria Anne Gleeson  250-286-0511  250-286-0938  pd72@bctf.ca Cariboo-Chilcotin Teachers' Association (27) Shirley Giroux  250-398-5800  250-398-5206  pd27@bctf.ca Central Coast Teachers' Association (49) Coleen Fraser  250-799-5556  250-799-5757  pd49@bctf.ca Stephen Dishkin  250-982-2355  250-982-2720  pd49@bctf.ca Central Okanagan Teachers' Association (23) Joe Jamison  250-868-1135  250-870-5020  pd23@bctf.ca Chetwynd Teachers' Association (592) Gysbert Ruiter  250-788-2267  250-788-9729  pd592@bctf.ca Chilliwack Teachers' Association (33) Angela Woods  604-823-4408  604-823-2243  pd33@bctf.ca Comox District Teachers' Association (71) Lisa Pedersen-Skene    250-897-0487  pd71@bctf.ca Coquitlam Teachers' Association (43) Michael Galliford  604-464-8581  604-937-8045  pd43@bctf.ca Cowichan District Teachers' Association (65) Naomi Nilsson  250-748-2251  250-746-7849  pd65@bctf.ca Sabina Reska  250-743-6916  250-743-6915  pd65@bctf.ca Cranbrook District Teachers' Association (2) Carol Johns  250-489-4391  250-489-0600  pd02@bctf.ca Colette Grasdal  250-426-5241  250-426-6673  pd02@bctf.ca Creston Valley Teachers' Association (861) Melissa Feragotti  250-428-2051  250-428-2019  pd861@bctf.ca Delta Teachers' Association (37) Fiona Higgs    604-599-1786  pd37@bctf.ca Fernie District Teachers' Association (1) Linda Christenson  250-425-6666  250-425-6661  pd01@bctf.ca Sarah Larsen      pd01@bctf.ca Fort Nelson District Teachers' Association (81) Shirley Kenney  250-774-6941  250-774-6988  pd81@bctf.ca Fraser-Cascade Teachers' Association (78) Kathleen Koopman      pd78@bctf.ca Gold Trail Teachers' Association (74) Elizabeth Griggs  250-256-4274  250-256-4275  pd74@bctf.ca Golden Teachers' Association (18) Margaret Calladine  250-344-6317    pd18@bctf.ca Greater Victoria Teachers' Association (61) Lucinda Graf  250-727-0188  250-727-2079  pd61@bctf.ca Gulf Islands Teachers' Association (64) James Lightfoot  250-653-9223  250-653-2090  pd64@bctf.ca Haida Gwaii Teachers' Association (50) Autum Gates    250-626-3214  pd50@bctf.ca Monika Hausmann    250-626-3214  pd50@bctf.ca Kamloops Thompson Teachers' Association (73) David Comrie    250-377-2257  pd73@bctf.ca Kimberley Teachers' Association (3) Bethany Turcon      pd03@bctf.ca Craig Hillman  250-427-4827  250-427-7106  pd03@bctf.ca Kitimat District Teachers' Association (80) Katherine Johnsen  250-632-6174  888-539-4732  pd80@bctf.ca Michele Sutherland  250-632-2912  888-574-1126  pd80@bctf.ca Kootenay Columbia Teachers' Union (20) John Horcoff      pd20@bctf.ca Kootenay Lake Teachers' Association (862) Dennis Larcombe  250-229-4224  250-353-7434  pd862@bctf.ca Lake Cowichan Teachers' Association (66) Christine Rolls  250-748-0011  250-749-4030  pd66@bctf.ca Langley Teachers' Association (35) Sandy Ho  604-888-3033  604-888-2873  pd35@bctf.ca Mackenzie Teachers' Association (572) Amber Raycraft  250-963-7060  250-963-7381  pd572@bctf.ca Christa Barnes  250-997-6340  250-997-5075  pd572@bctf.ca Karen Chadha  250-997-6340  250-997-5075  pd572@bctf.ca Maple Ridge Teachers' Association (42) Suzanne Hall  604-463-6414  604-466-6265  pd42@bctf.ca McBride-Valemount Teachers' Association (573) Brian Hanson    250-566-4551  pd573@bctf.ca Jennifer L'Arrivee  250-569-2295  250-569-2620  pd573@bctf.ca Julia Howard  250-569-2295  250-569-2620  pd573@bctf.ca Mission Teachers' Union (75) Anna Heavenor  604-820-4587  604-820-9505  pd75@bctf.ca Mount Arrowsmith Teachers' Association (69) Denise Spencer-Dahl  250-248-3296  250-954-1734  pd69@bctf.ca Lesley Rowan  250-752-5651  250-752-8604  pd69@bctf.ca Nanaimo District Teachers' Association (68) Colleen Skipper  250-758-6892  250-758-2373  pd68@bctf.ca Michael Silverton    250-751-8840  pd68@bctf.ca Nechako Teachers' Union (56) Cindy Miller  250-996-7126  250-996-7708  pd56@bctf.ca Shawn Lank  250-699-6233  250-699-7753  pd56@bctf.ca Nelson District Teachers' Association (7) Monica Doyle  250-352-3186  250-352-3183  pd07@bctf.ca Tamara Martin  250-352-5538  250-352-3119  pd07@bctf.ca New Westminster Teachers' Union (40) Romeo Lavrencic  604-517-6316  604-517-6204  pd40@bctf.ca Sandra Lee  604-517-6090  604-517-6091  pd40@bctf.ca Nisga'a Teachers' Union (92) Charity Peal  250-633-2225  250-633-2669  pd92@bctf.ca Samantha Lambright  250-326-4206  250-633-2916  pd92@bctf.ca Sara Beardsell  250-633-2225  250-633-2669  pd92@bctf.ca North Okanagan-Shuswap Teachers' Association (83) Kyla Hadden  250-836-2831  250-836-2664  pd83@bctf.ca North Vancouver Teachers' Association (44) Maria Aiello  604-903-3750  604-903-3751  pd44@bctf.ca Okanagan Skaha Teachers' Union (67) Angela Seppola  250-770-7683  250-492-5981  pd67@bctf.ca Peace River North Teachers' Association (60) Jessica Dmytruk  250-793-9125  250-630-2323  pd60@bctf.ca Peace River South Teachers' Association (591) Angela Connelly    250-782-9604  pd591@bctf.ca Powell River District Teachers' Association (47) Wendy Adams  604-485-5660    pd47@bctf.ca Prince George District Teachers' Association (571) Glen Thielmann  250-562-9525  250-564-4875  pd571@bctf.ca Prince Rupert District Teachers' Union (52) Colleen Pudsey    250-627-1348  pd52@bctf.ca Marla Gamble    250-627-1348  pd52@bctf.ca Raegan Sawka  250-627-1536  250-627-1443  pd52@bctf.ca Princeton District Teachers' Union (17) Gordon Bibby  250-295-3218  250-295-7914  pd17@bctf.ca Mary Bell  250-295-3218  250-295-7914  pd17@bctf.ca Quesnel District Teachers' Association (28) Carlie Borrett  250-991-5566  250-991-5565  pd28@bctf.ca Revelstoke Teachers' Association (19) Stacey Grimm  250-837-2173  250-837-7164  pd19@bctf.ca Richmond Teachers' Association (38) Christian Matheson  604-668-6665  604-668-6569  pd38@bctf.ca Saanich Teachers' Association (63) Holly Mair  250-704-4972  250-479-9870  pd63@bctf.ca Sarah Windle  250-652-9261  250-652-2094  pd63@bctf.ca Sea to Sky Teachers' Association (48) April Lowe  604-898-3688  604-898-4706  pd48@bctf.ca SEPF (93) Alain Paquin  604-437-4849  604-437-9630  pd93@bctf.ca Linda Theriault  250-220-6010  250-220-6014  pd93@bctf.ca Monica Monus    604-214-9881  pd93@bctf.ca Sooke Teachers' Association (62) Brian Hotovy  250-474-1291  250-478-0738  pd62@bctf.ca Kristine Kosolofski  250-478-3232  250-391-9624  pd62@bctf.ca South Okanagan Similkameen Teachers' Union (53) Nicola MacNaughton  250-498-3468  250-498-0339  pd53@bctf.ca Stikine Teachers' Association (87) Alithia Gillies    250-771-4343  pd87@bctf.ca Andre Lagace    250-771-4343  pd87@bctf.ca Sunshine Coast Teachers' Association (46) Patrick McCallum  604-885-3216  604-885-7991  pd46@bctf.ca Surrey Teachers' Association (36) Anne McNamee      pd36@bctf.ca Stephen Anderson      pd36@bctf.ca Terrace District Teachers' Union (881) Karen Andrews  250-635-3115  888-456-3464  pd881@bctf.ca Upper Skeena Teachers (882) Jan Thorburn  250-842-5214  888-503-6959  pd882@bctf.ca Shirley Hobenshield  250-849-5484  888-594-2271  pd882@bctf.ca Vancouver Elementary School Teachers' Association (391) Allison Jambor      pd391@bctf.ca Patricia Gudlaugson      pd391@bctf.ca Vancouver Island North Teachers' Association (85) Sarah Soltau-Heller  250-949-6418  250-949-6485  pd85@bctf.ca Vancouver Island West Teachers' Union (84) Adam Barber    250-761-4234  pd84@bctf.ca Glyn Howell    250-934-6578  pd84@bctf.ca Vancouver Secondary Teachers' Association (392) Mary Filleul    604-713-5076  pd392@bctf.ca Vernon Teachers' Association (22) Robyn Ladner    250-545-7680  pd22@bctf.ca West Vancouver Teachers' Association (45) Rosemary Murray  604-981-1200  604-981-1201  pd45@bctf.ca Shannon Gray  604-981-1130  604-981-1131  pd45@bctf.ca Windermere Teachers' Association (4) Robyn Oliver  250-342-9213  250-342-4499  pd04@bctf.ca About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy Close Window Print Page   BCTF Professional Development Chairpersons Sorted by local name. Click here for sort by local number. Local Chair School Phone School Fax E-mail Abbotsford District Teachers' Association (34) Brenda Head    604-850-7692  pd34@bctf.ca Alberni District Teachers' Union (701) Stephanie Hopkins  250-723-7522  250-723-7557  pd701@bctf.ca Arrow Lakes Teachers' Association (10) Paula Rogers  250-358-7222  250-358-2533  pd10@bctf.ca Boundary District Teachers' Association (51) Catherine Pankoff  250-442-8275  250-442-5388  pd51@bctf.ca Linda Rawlings-Dolezsar  250-442-5313  250-442-5317  pd51@bctf.ca Bulkley Valley Teachers' Union (54) Kristina Willing  250-847-2231  250-847-2165  pd54@bctf.ca Mary Neto  250-847-2231  250-847-2165  pd54@bctf.ca Burnaby Teachers' Association (41) Alexandra Peters  604-664-7056  604-664-8734  pd41@bctf.ca Barbara Henderson  604-664-8727  604-664-8818  pd41@bctf.ca Patricia Dolton      pd41@bctf.ca Burns Lake District Teachers' Union (55) Lisa Mason  250-698-7301  250-698-7349  pd55@bctf.ca Campbell River District Teachers' Association (72) Adria Anne Gleeson  250-286-0511  250-286-0938  pd72@bctf.ca Cariboo-Chilcotin Teachers' Association (27) Shirley Giroux  250-398-5800  250-398-5206  pd27@bctf.ca Central Coast Teachers' Association (49) Coleen Fraser  250-799-5556  250-799-5757  pd49@bctf.ca Stephen Dishkin  250-982-2355  250-982-2720  pd49@bctf.ca Central Okanagan Teachers' Association (23) Joe Jamison  250-868-1135  250-870-5020  pd23@bctf.ca Chetwynd Teachers' Association (592) Gysbert Ruiter  250-788-2267  250-788-9729  pd592@bctf.ca Chilliwack Teachers' Association (33) Angela Woods  604-823-4408  604-823-2243  pd33@bctf.ca Comox District Teachers' Association (71) Lisa Pedersen-Skene    250-897-0487  pd71@bctf.ca Coquitlam Teachers' Association (43) Michael Galliford  604-464-8581  604-937-8045  pd43@bctf.ca Cowichan District Teachers' Association (65) Naomi Nilsson  250-748-2251  250-746-7849  pd65@bctf.ca Sabina Reska  250-743-6916  250-743-6915  pd65@bctf.ca Cranbrook District Teachers' Association (2) Carol Johns  250-489-4391  250-489-0600  pd02@bctf.ca Colette Grasdal  250-426-5241  250-426-6673  pd02@bctf.ca Creston Valley Teachers' Association (861) Melissa Feragotti  250-428-2051  250-428-2019  pd861@bctf.ca Delta Teachers' Association (37) Fiona Higgs    604-599-1786  pd37@bctf.ca Fernie District Teachers' Association (1) Linda Christenson  250-425-6666  250-425-6661  pd01@bctf.ca Sarah Larsen      pd01@bctf.ca Fort Nelson District Teachers' Association (81) Shirley Kenney  250-774-6941  250-774-6988  pd81@bctf.ca Fraser-Cascade Teachers' Association (78) Kathleen Koopman      pd78@bctf.ca Gold Trail Teachers' Association (74) Elizabeth Griggs  250-256-4274  250-256-4275  pd74@bctf.ca Golden Teachers' Association (18) Margaret Calladine  250-344-6317    pd18@bctf.ca Greater Victoria Teachers' Association (61) Lucinda Graf  250-727-0188  250-727-2079  pd61@bctf.ca Gulf Islands Teachers' Association (64) James Lightfoot  250-653-9223  250-653-2090  pd64@bctf.ca Haida Gwaii Teachers' Association (50) Autum Gates    250-626-3214  pd50@bctf.ca Monika Hausmann    250-626-3214  pd50@bctf.ca Kamloops Thompson Teachers' Association (73) David Comrie    250-377-2257  pd73@bctf.ca Kimberley Teachers' Association (3) Bethany Turcon      pd03@bctf.ca Craig Hillman  250-427-4827  250-427-7106  pd03@bctf.ca Kitimat District Teachers' Association (80) Katherine Johnsen  250-632-6174  888-539-4732  pd80@bctf.ca Michele Sutherland  250-632-2912  888-574-1126  pd80@bctf.ca Kootenay Columbia Teachers' Union (20) John Horcoff      pd20@bctf.ca Kootenay Lake Teachers' Association (862) Dennis Larcombe  250-229-4224  250-353-7434  pd862@bctf.ca Lake Cowichan Teachers' Association (66) Christine Rolls  250-748-0011  250-749-4030  pd66@bctf.ca Langley Teachers' Association (35) Sandy Ho  604-888-3033  604-888-2873  pd35@bctf.ca Mackenzie Teachers' Association (572) Amber Raycraft  250-963-7060  250-963-7381  pd572@bctf.ca Christa Barnes  250-997-6340  250-997-5075  pd572@bctf.ca Karen Chadha  250-997-6340  250-997-5075  pd572@bctf.ca Maple Ridge Teachers' Association (42) Suzanne Hall  604-463-6414  604-466-6265  pd42@bctf.ca McBride-Valemount Teachers' Association (573) Brian Hanson    250-566-4551  pd573@bctf.ca Jennifer L'Arrivee  250-569-2295  250-569-2620  pd573@bctf.ca Julia Howard  250-569-2295  250-569-2620  pd573@bctf.ca Mission Teachers' Union (75) Anna Heavenor  604-820-4587  604-820-9505  pd75@bctf.ca Mount Arrowsmith Teachers' Association (69) Denise Spencer-Dahl  250-248-3296  250-954-1734  pd69@bctf.ca Lesley Rowan  250-752-5651  250-752-8604  pd69@bctf.ca Nanaimo District Teachers' Association (68) Colleen Skipper  250-758-6892  250-758-2373  pd68@bctf.ca Michael Silverton    250-751-8840  pd68@bctf.ca Nechako Teachers' Union (56) Cindy Miller  250-996-7126  250-996-7708  pd56@bctf.ca Shawn Lank  250-699-6233  250-699-7753  pd56@bctf.ca Nelson District Teachers' Association (7) Monica Doyle  250-352-3186  250-352-3183  pd07@bctf.ca Tamara Martin  250-352-5538  250-352-3119  pd07@bctf.ca New Westminster Teachers' Union (40) Romeo Lavrencic  604-517-6316  604-517-6204  pd40@bctf.ca Sandra Lee  604-517-6090  604-517-6091  pd40@bctf.ca Nisga'a Teachers' Union (92) Charity Peal  250-633-2225  250-633-2669  pd92@bctf.ca Samantha Lambright  250-326-4206  250-633-2916  pd92@bctf.ca Sara Beardsell  250-633-2225  250-633-2669  pd92@bctf.ca North Okanagan-Shuswap Teachers' Association (83) Kyla Hadden  250-836-2831  250-836-2664  pd83@bctf.ca North Vancouver Teachers' Association (44) Maria Aiello  604-903-3750  604-903-3751  pd44@bctf.ca Okanagan Skaha Teachers' Union (67) Angela Seppola  250-770-7683  250-492-5981  pd67@bctf.ca Peace River North Teachers' Association (60) Jessica Dmytruk  250-793-9125  250-630-2323  pd60@bctf.ca Peace River South Teachers' Association (591) Angela Connelly    250-782-9604  pd591@bctf.ca Powell River District Teachers' Association (47) Wendy Adams  604-485-5660    pd47@bctf.ca Prince George District Teachers' Association (571) Glen Thielmann  250-562-9525  250-564-4875  pd571@bctf.ca Prince Rupert District Teachers' Union (52) Colleen Pudsey    250-627-1348  pd52@bctf.ca Marla Gamble    250-627-1348  pd52@bctf.ca Raegan Sawka  250-627-1536  250-627-1443  pd52@bctf.ca Princeton District Teachers' Union (17) Gordon Bibby  250-295-3218  250-295-7914  pd17@bctf.ca Mary Bell  250-295-3218  250-295-7914  pd17@bctf.ca Quesnel District Teachers' Association (28) Carlie Borrett  250-991-5566  250-991-5565  pd28@bctf.ca Revelstoke Teachers' Association (19) Stacey Grimm  250-837-2173  250-837-7164  pd19@bctf.ca Richmond Teachers' Association (38) Christian Matheson  604-668-6665  604-668-6569  pd38@bctf.ca Saanich Teachers' Association (63) Holly Mair  250-704-4972  250-479-9870  pd63@bctf.ca Sarah Windle  250-652-9261  250-652-2094  pd63@bctf.ca Sea to Sky Teachers' Association (48) April Lowe  604-898-3688  604-898-4706  pd48@bctf.ca SEPF (93) Alain Paquin  604-437-4849  604-437-9630  pd93@bctf.ca Linda Theriault  250-220-6010  250-220-6014  pd93@bctf.ca Monica Monus    604-214-9881  pd93@bctf.ca Sooke Teachers' Association (62) Brian Hotovy  250-474-1291  250-478-0738  pd62@bctf.ca Kristine Kosolofski  250-478-3232  250-391-9624  pd62@bctf.ca South Okanagan Similkameen Teachers' Union (53) Nicola MacNaughton  250-498-3468  250-498-0339  pd53@bctf.ca Stikine Teachers' Association (87) Alithia Gillies    250-771-4343  pd87@bctf.ca Andre Lagace    250-771-4343  pd87@bctf.ca Sunshine Coast Teachers' Association (46) Patrick McCallum  604-885-3216  604-885-7991  pd46@bctf.ca Surrey Teachers' Association (36) Anne McNamee      pd36@bctf.ca Stephen Anderson      pd36@bctf.ca Terrace District Teachers' Union (881) Karen Andrews  250-635-3115  888-456-3464  pd881@bctf.ca Upper Skeena Teachers (882) Jan Thorburn  250-842-5214  888-503-6959  pd882@bctf.ca Shirley Hobenshield  250-849-5484  888-594-2271  pd882@bctf.ca Vancouver Elementary School Teachers' Association (391) Allison Jambor      pd391@bctf.ca Patricia Gudlaugson      pd391@bctf.ca Vancouver Island North Teachers' Association (85) Sarah Soltau-Heller  250-949-6418  250-949-6485  pd85@bctf.ca Vancouver Island West Teachers' Union (84) Adam Barber    250-761-4234  pd84@bctf.ca Glyn Howell    250-934-6578  pd84@bctf.ca Vancouver Secondary Teachers' Association (392) Mary Filleul    604-713-5076  pd392@bctf.ca Vernon Teachers' Association (22) Robyn Ladner    250-545-7680  pd22@bctf.ca West Vancouver Teachers' Association (45) Rosemary Murray  604-981-1200  604-981-1201  pd45@bctf.ca Shannon Gray  604-981-1130  604-981-1131  pd45@bctf.ca Windermere Teachers' Association (4) Robyn Oliver  250-342-9213  250-342-4499  pd04@bctf.ca)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=25443&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > March 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 5, March 2012   Book review: Worlds apart indeed  By Ken Novakowski   Thomas Fleming’s book, Worlds Apart, British Columbia Schools, Politics and Labour Relations Before and After 1972, covers the development of public education over the past 140 years. He begins his historical account by offering that it is “intended to provide a non-varnished view of the events and politics that have conspired to bring the once great institution of public education to its knees over the past forty years.” Fleming set out to write a book claiming objectivity yet it became obvious to me that he held several preconceived notions of what’s wrong with education in this province. His perspective is indeed worlds apart from mine. Let me be clear at the outset about the perspective that I bring to the analysis in this article and to most everything I think and write about education in BC. I do so not as a historian who can try and lay claim to some academic neverland of objectivity, but from the perspective of a classroom teacher and a teacher activist. I would not pretend that my educational experiences in those capacities did anything other than help to shape my view of the educational world of BC. There are three essential beliefs that Fleming seems to hold upon which much of his analysis is based. The first is that the education system should be run centrally, by administrators with little reference, if any, to the politicians or the political process. He writes with convincing passion about the hundred years the public education system in this province was built and managed by “a small educational bureau of government that was imperial in manner and unobtrusive in its practices.” In fact, Fleming seemed enamoured by this system and structure that he readily acknowledged as top-down. And while one cannot help but think that such a system in the early years of this province was somewhat inevitable, Fleming writes of it longingly as though the move to decentralization and a more inclusive system in the 1970s was the beginning of the end of a first-rate public education system in BC. “Government’s 1971–72 annual report on the schools—offered no suggestion of deep fissures in the educational fabric that would tear schools apart in the years ahead.” The system, which was established in its infancy with the passing of “An Act Respecting Public Schools” in 1872 through to the early 1970s, was small enough that the various administrative groupings within it knew how to get things done and understood where the real power in educational decision-making rested. According to Fleming, by 1971 the real power in education in BC rested with “the deputy minister of education and his seven senior members of the management committee.” It is no wonder that given Fleming’s attraction to a system run by administrators and bureaucrats that he would bemoan their diminished role over the last several decades. Further he decries the involvement of politicians, both provincially and locally, in the process of establishing education policies and directions. In my view, he entirely misses the point about the public interest in public education, an interest that is appropriately served through the political process in a democratic society. How else are citizens to have a role in shaping the public education system that is so important to their future well being? Fleming is right in suggesting that there has been “a gradual but steady transfer of educational decision making from the civil service to cabinet and the premier’s office over the past four decades.” The alternative of having the duly elected Legislative Assembly, perhaps through its Education Committee, shape the policies and directions for public education was not raised by Fleming. Such a process would allow for broad and effective in-put from education stakeholders and the public at large. While I agree with his statement that, “No education minister of recent vintage has been able to demonstrate a comprehensive understanding of public education’s immense importance to the economic, social and intellectual life of the province, or to outline a set of educational objectives that could be operationalized across the system…”, this does not automatically lead one to conclude that we should move to a system once again run by administrators and bureaucrats. Interestingly, Fleming viewed the BCTF’s decision in 1971–72 to try and defeat the government of the day because of its educational policies as teachers contesting “an elected government’s right to determine public policy in schooling.” It makes me wonder what Fleming thinks elections are all about. The second underlying belief that seems to influence a lot of what Fleming thinks is wrong with public education is his apparent view that teacher collective bargaining is bad for public education. In particular, he sees the bargaining of teacher working conditions including class-size and composition matters, as inappropriate and harmful. He also has a categorical dislike for any form of teacher job action, no matter what the circumstances that might prompt it. Had Fleming been in the classroom throughout the 1970s, as I was, he would have been elated with the NDP government decision in 1974 to allocate significant provincial dollars to the education budget over three years to significantly reduce class sizes and the pupil/teacher ratio. I experienced what that change meant to me in my classroom—it was positive for teachers, for parents and particularly for students. Yet, that change only happened because Surrey teachers left their classrooms and went to Victoria for a Day of Protest. No one likes a strike, least of all those who take the strike action. But, there are times when action is necessary to bring about much needed change. Unless he was first and foremost a classroom teacher in the public school system, Fleming could never understand or empathize with the desire of teachers to be treated with respect and as equals at the bargaining table. He would never understand why a whole lot of teachers were visibly upset in 2002 when the Liberal government stripped our contract of all the important working and learning conditions provisions that we had struggled and sacrificed to achieve over a whole generation of collective bargaining. And, he would not understand why we stood together and struck in 2005 to take on that same government when it imposed yet another contract. What a shame that his book shows little or no empathy for the aspirations of the teaching profession in this province, one he acknowledges as well prepared for the classroom responsibilities it assumes. Unfortunately, I think Fleming lets his personal partisan political views dominate his thinking on teacher politics. While he takes the BCTF to task time and time again for getting involved in the electoral process he takes care not to announce his own political views. Doesn’t matter. They become clear in his “unvarnished” account. To illustrate, a few quotes: The NDP’s election in 1972 made matters worse for an education department already surrendering its influence to politicians. Good struggled against evil and heroes wrestled with villains. Liberal premier Gordon Campbell championed good government, the court’s ruling and children’s right to attend school. Federation president Jinny Sims, cast herself and the union as public education’s staunchest defenders, holding aloft the banner for smaller classes and greater school spending.  Principals historically had provided some of the more reasonable and experienced leadership within the federation and, without their presence the radical views increasingly embraced by the BCTF’s executive officers were unchecked.  Gordon Campbell’s free enterprise Liberal government….  There can be no question that Fleming has conservative views on education and, in many respects, his book serves to make him an apologist for right-wing governments. The third underlying belief that Fleming seems to hold is that the bargaining conflicts and political action by teachers have brought the BC education system “to its knees.” I do not believe that the public school system in this province is on it knees. I think that the ongoing public debate about the priorities of governments and the allocation of resources that they make on behalf of all of us is a fundamentally important one—one whose outcome will shape the future of our province one way or the other. And it only makes sense for the teachers of this province to occupy a central role in that debate, either through collective bargaining or through the political process. Fleming’s basic assumption that teachers have no business being involved in determining what teaching should be in this province is simply wrong. Interestingly, Fleming does cite the instances in BCTF history when government removed compulsory membership in the BCTF that had been legislatively mandated in 1947. What he failed to include in his book is an accounting of how teachers overwhelmingly and voluntarily rallied to membership in the BCTF (99%), each time government tried to punish us by removing the legislation. Since 1987, we have negotiated in every local and carried on in our provincial agreement the requirement of teachers to be members of the BCTF. As well when relating the events of the 2005 strike, he states that “the teachers’ federation called a strike on October 7.” He neglected to be clear that it was the members of the BCTF who overwhelming voted to take that strike action in membership votes around the province, knowing that the action might well be “illegal.” International assessments continue to show BC to have one of the best education systems in the world. It may well need a change in government to bring teachers, administrators, parents, school boards, school support workers, and the Ministry of Education together to work for many much-needed improvements to make the system even better. Fleming would have us go back to a provincial education system long gone. Instead, I believe we need to move forward together to build a strong and progressive public school system in BC.  Ken Novakowski, retired teacher, former BCTF executive director, and past BCTF president    )
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13536,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 20, Number 1, September 2007 Teacher-librarians in BC BCTF research on staffing Teacher-librarians in BC are certified teachers typically with further education beyond a bachelor degree in teacher-librarianship. The role of the teacher-librarian has been described as involving two main areas. One is to provide instruction for all grade levels in research skills and reading, and to enhance information and technological literacy. The second area is the development, maintenance, and management of a well-stocked school library. This includes selecting appropriate reading material in a variety of media (books, CD-ROM, interactive computer technology, for example), as well as ensuring the school library materials are current and complement curricula. According to The United Nations (UNESCO, 2000), "the school library provides information and ideas that are fundamental to functioning successfully in todays society, which is increasingly information- and knowledge-based. The school library equips students with lifelong learning skills and develops the imagination, enabling them to live as responsible citizens." Further, a strong relationship between the presence of a teacher-librarian in an accessible, well-stocked school library, and student success has been well documented (see Haycock, 2003). Despite the demonstrated importance of teacher-librarians and libraries, library services was one of the areas hardest hit by funding cutbacks and teacher lay-offs resulting from removal of staffing formulas from teacher collective agreements, implemented by the provincial government in 2002. Since that time, funding for K12 public education has been partially restored and teacher-librarian staffing levels have slowly begun to improve. Table 1 shows the changes in library services (program area 1.07) staffing levels since 1997. For example, in 1997, there were 778 teacher-librarians and 20 administrators assigned to the library services program area. Between 2001 and 2003, teacher-librarian staffing levels were cut by over 23%. It was not until the government removed a funding freeze and began to put money back into public education in 2005 that staffing levels began to recover. 200405 was the last year of a five-year decline in staffing levels and the 200506 school year saw an increase of 7% in teacher-librarian staffing. However, by 200607 there were still 175 fewer (19%) full-time-equivalent teacher-librarians compared to 2001. Table 1 also shows that the number of administrators assigned to the library area has increased steadily over the 10-year period shown. Since 199798, FTE administrators working in the library services area have increased by over 50%. The full report is on the bctf web site: bctf.ca/publications.aspx?id=5630. Table 1: Library Services staffing, 199798 to 200607 Educational Other Year Teachers Administrators Assistants Professionals Clerical 199798 778.4 19.8 157.5 6.3 332.1 199899 886.3 27.1 150.9 5.2 371.3 199900 946.6 23.8 140.0 3.9 351.9 200001 939.0 22.2 127.3 4.0 336.2 200102 921.8 20.6 111.1 4.9 318.2 200203 759.4 24.6 125.5 4.4 292.3 200304 704.6 27.4 119.5 2.9 267.2 200405 692.6 28.5 111.2 2.2 272.3 200506 741.3 25.9 123.5 2.9 303.4 200607 746.6 29.9 137.9 5.2 292.5  Colleen Hawkey Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8914,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, Number 3, January/February 2004 Teachers attend BCFed convention We all benefit by joining by Simon Truelove To anyone who is concerned about the way teachers are portrayed to the general public, I highly recommend a visit to the BCFed Convention. Here was an opportunity for us to gather with hundreds of our potential best allies from all over B.C.—and we certainly made the best of that opportunity. The Hospital Employees’ Union stood out because of their blue jackets. Nurses formed a vocal group. There were boilermakers, pipefitters, office workers, and longshoremen, to name just a few. What impact did we have on the other delegates? They gave us the warmest of welcomes. They kept rising to give us standing ovations! (The assembled members leap to their feet at every possible opportunity. It’s simply the way they do business.) We were able to let them know our biggest complaints about Christy Clark—particularly the college—and we received unanimous support. We greatly influenced a couple of votes on contentious issues. There were many opportunities to talk to delegates from other unions over coffee outside in the hall. I suppose that is what’s meant by "lobbying." A CUPE friend from Richmond expressed concern over the way IWA had signed up former HEU workers in an exclusive backroom deal after they had been laid off by the government. HEU certainly had our support on that one. A Surrey member of the college educators was concerned that her members were definitely not ready to agree to join a general strike. Teachers agreed with her and supported the adoption of a much more strategic and long-term motion. Surrey firefighters are small in numbers but are well respected in the community. They seemed very pleased about the potential effects of the inclusion of teachers. Teachers will bring much needed balance to the BCFed, I was told. It will take years to gauge the effect. The more experienced delegates perceive us as a potent force on the provincial stage. This is a perspective that may come as a surprise to many teachers, because we’re so used to getting beaten up by the media. A huge theme of the convention was the reaction to a whole range of actions taken by the Campbell government. The entrance to the convention was picketed by enthusiasts for a general strike. They were selling t-shirts. I did not buy one. Many speakers described the hardship imposed on them by various cutbacks. They voiced outrage at the lies told by the government minimizing the damage. They stood up and promised to continue the fight against the damage that is being done to our society. From their point of view, teachers arrived as welcome allies in a universal struggle of ordinary citizens against oppression. After all, are we not professional communicators? We talk and write all day long. I really got a kick out of a speaker at the New Westminster Labour Council who informed the teacher table how great it felt to be able to speak uninterrupted to a whole group of seated teachers. As Robbie Burns said, "Oh would some power the giftie gie us. To see ourselves as others see us." Anyway, our recent response to the college debacle, having garnered almost 90% support from our members, is a source of some envy among other unionists. They would like to know how we did it. In time, it seems clear that we have much to offer the B.C. Federation of Labour. By comparison, what do they have to offer us? In recent years, the BCTF has been increasingly concerned with public advocacy. We have to counter some of the poison that is printed about us in the papers. Where could we find a better conduit than an organization representing half a million workers, most of whom are also the parents or grandparents of the children we teach? Their greatest virtue to us as an organization is that they are willing, even eager, to listen. Simon Truelove teaches at Senator Reid Elementary School, Surrey. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=10086&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2003 Stress busters "You no longer have to keep up with the Joneses... they’ve died of exhaustion." Allow extra time to do things and to get to places. Be kind to unkind people (they probably need it the most). Carry a paperback with you to read while waiting in lines. Delegate tasks to capable others. Develop a forgiving attitude (most people are doing the best they can). Do something for the kid in you every day. Eat right. Every day, find time to be alone. Get enough exercise. Get organized so everything has its place. Get up on time so you can start the day unrushed. Go to bed on time. Have backups: an extra car key in your wallet, an extra house key at the neighbours, extra stamps, etc. Having problems? Join a support group and/or see a counsellor. Try to nip small problems in the bud. K.M.S. (keep mouth shut.) This single piece of advice can prevent an enormous amount of trouble. Keep a folder of favourite cartoons on hand. Laugh. Laugh some more! Less is more. (Although one is often not enough, two are often too many.) Listen to relaxing tapes while driving. Live within your budget; don’t use credit cards for ordinary purchases. Make friends with happy, non-stressed people. Pace yourself. Spread out big changes and difficult projects over time; don’t lump the hard things all together. Remember that the shortest bridge between despair and hope is often a good night’s sleep. Say "no" to projects that won’t fit into your time schedule, or that will compromise your mental health. Separate worries from concerns. If a situation is a concern, do what you can do, and let go of the anxiety. If you can’t do anything about a situation, forget it. Simplify and unclutter your life. Sit on your ego. Slow down. Take one day at a time. Talk less; listen more. Write things down. Remind yourself that you are not the general manager of the universe. Every night before bed, think of one thing that you’re grateful for that you’ve never been grateful for before.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=25035,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 4, January/February 2012   Another plan destined to founder  By James Duthie   There is a book called Tinkering Towards Utopia: A Century of Public School Reform by Tyack and Cuban, which chronicles education reforms in North America. The book illustrates how successive waves of reform have crashed onto the beach of public education, stirring things up for a while, and then receded, leaving the beach, for the most part, unchanged. I am concerned that the BC Ministry of Education’s latest education plan will meet the same fate. Remember Year 2000, Education Change, whole-language and portfolio-based assessment? Where are they now? It seems to me that the new BC Education Plan will founder for many of the same reasons that they did—lack of any research base, excessive haste, lack of any pilot projects, failure to involve those who will have to deliver it, false assumptions, lack of contact with the reality of schools and internal contradictions. My experience has been solely in secondary schools, so I will limit my remarks to them. Secondary schools have a number of functions, not all of them educational. In addition to educating adolescents at a time in their lives when they are perhaps least educable, secondary schools provide a childcare service that keeps them safe and off the streets for most of the work day. While they have the young people corralled from 8:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., schools are in the business of crowd control, using the time-honoured method of divide and rule by separating the crowd into manageable chunks and keeping an eye on them. This is not to denigrate the teaching and learning that go on, it’s just the reality. Loosen those controls and you are going to have some young people wandering about both inside and outside the school causing trouble; not the majority, but enough to cause problems. Apart from the apparent lack of practicality of the new education plan, there is a contradiction at the heart of the new initiative—we don’t know what the future will bring so we must prepare for it by changing everything. With respect, if we don’t know what the future will bring then we don’t know how to prepare for it, and jettisoning a working education system in favour of an utterly untried one seems irresponsible. Even the technology the ministry is proposing to rely on to deliver this new model will be obsolete before the program gets off the ground. I see no evidence in anything I have read of any research base for this plan. There is a lot of urgency expressed about the need for change, but no demonstrated need. Where are the research studies? Has there been any investigation of other jurisdictions where technology-driven personalized learning has been tried? Has there been any investigation of schools within BC where this approach, or something like it, has been tried? Frances Kelsey Secondary School in SD#79 (Cowichan Valley) has been using self-directed learning for a number of years now. At the very least, the Ministry of Education should be investigating the student retention rate, number of years to graduation, number of students taking provincial exams, and achievement standards of that school and any others like it. Is it a model that could have province-wide application? From what I know of the Frances Kelsey experience, it only works for highly motivated, self-starting well-organized students—a small minority of the student population. This leads us to the first false assumption, that all students are highly motivated learners capable of personalized independent study. This simply is not so. The great majority of secondary students require cajoling and coercion to attend school regularly and get any work done. One of the basic skills of teachers is to motivate reluctant learners. One of the pillars of this education plan is the idea that students will develop core competencies by pursuing their passion, but the fact is that most students don’t have one, or if they do, it is too narrow to develop an adequate range of competencies. For example, a large collection of hockey cards and an encyclopedic knowledge of NHL statistics is not a sufficient basis for a fulfilling life, nor does it allow for the development of all the competencies that young people require. The new plan also seems to rest on the assumption that classrooms today are the same as they were in an earlier century, and this is simply not the case. Teachers all over the province are expending large amounts of effort, and the ministry and districts are spending a lot of money to adopt the latest technology to keep education current. Classroom teaching is a very different proposition today from what it was even five years ago, and the pace of change shows no sign of slowing down. Teachers are using PowerPoint, electronic submission of work, Internet-based research, WebQuests, interactive whiteboards, and so on as a matter of course. Does the ministry not know what its money is buying or how it is being used? The education plan also assumes that there is no corpus of knowledge that it is important for our children to know. It promotes fragmentation of knowledge. But we constantly hear complaints from the public about how little Canadian history secondary school students know, or how little they know of the structure of government and their civic duties. Many are the complaints we hear of the lack of literacy and numeracy of our young people. These tend to be overblown, but even if the situation is as bad as the critics say, it will not be improved by allowing young people more latitude in the choice of what they are going to study. How many adolescents would, for choice, study the Canadian constitution, or grammar, or polynomials? How many would read classic literature, or study a second language? Supporters of the plan will no doubt say that I am exaggerating the amount of freedom to be given to students under the new regime, which is hardly surprising given how little is known about what the plan really involves. What I read suggests that there will be less emphasis on content and more on competencies, so we can reasonably assume that the amount of content students know will be less than it is now. But this leads us to the next false assumption of the plan—that access to information through technology is the same as education. In terms of content, it is not enough to say that having content available a few mouse clicks away when it is needed has removed the need to teach it. Students need to learn content in order to internalize it and make it their own; if they are going to learn they’ve got to “churn.” Information out there in the “cloud” might as well not exist for most students. Without an adequate knowledge base inside their heads, students don’t even know enough to guess at what they don’t know. Curiosity derives from knowing enough to know that you don’t know enough. It is true that there are a lot of neat teaching programs available, particularly in the math area, but interacting with computer apps and even interacting with other people by means of social media, is not an education. Group work, either in the flesh or through electronic media, is a powerful teaching tool, but it requires very careful planning and structure on the part of a teacher to ensure that it is fruitful. The pooling of collective ignorance does not generate wisdom. And for every really effective electronic teaching tool there are scores of tedious soul-destroying exercises consisting of such tasks as filling in worksheets. The new plan overlooks one of the most important elements of school education—the chemistry that takes place between students and teacher in the classroom. This is an intangible, but it exists, and it matters. An apt analogy is that learning on computer is to classroom learning what recordings are to live performance—a totally different experience. In both cases the electronic version is vastly inferior to the live one. There are also deep concerns being voiced about the effect of the electronic environment on the development of the human brain. Frank McNeill has pointed out that it is sustained mindfulness, or concentration, which is a precondition for neuroplasticity, or the growth of new brain circuits. The electronic environment, with its multitasking and distractions, is inimical to sustained concentration and the comprehension of complex thought. Susan Greenfield of the University of Oxford maintains that the electronic environment represents as great a threat to the species as climate change, “skewing the brain…to operate in an infantilized mode.” Maryanne Wolf’s research into the brain is revealing that the new medium has significant adverse effects on the development of neural circuits. And Greenfield points out that the short attention span fostered by the use of electronic media may be behind the increase in hyperactivity. In the light of these emerging concerns it seems irresponsible of the ministry to want to expose adolescents to even more screen time. Neil Postman described teaching as a conserving activity; there are times, and this is one of them, when prudence suggests that a conservative course of action is wiser than radicalism. Here’s another fact of life; electronic devices in the classroom are the most powerful form of distraction yet devised. Texting, facebooking, playing games, tweeting, and so on exert an enormous pull on teenagers, and it is simply naïve to think that students equipped with electronic devices will not engage in these activities a large proportion of the time. The motivated few will ignore the distractions, but the less-motivated many will waste vast amounts of time. Furthermore, if the ministry hopes to implement this new plan on the cheap by relying on students to provide the hardware, it is going to end up in court. Remember the issue of course fees? The courts ruled that they could not be charged for curricular essentials, and if computers are essential to the new plan the Ministry is going to find itself on the hook for them. Then there’s the issue of technology. Murphy’s Law holds that the technology will never work as planned, and costs will always be higher than anticipated. Remember BCeSIS? Classroom teachers predicted that this would never work, and they were right, because they are in touch with reality. The software designers promised too much and delivered too little. The costs soared, and still the system proved inadequate. On what basis do the ministry’s planners believe that ensuring connectivity and data storage for every student and teacher in the province on demand all of the time is going to work? There will be crashes. Hardware will malfunction. Machines will break. Students will lose them. Software will be hit with viruses. Servers will overload. There will be a public outcry against the effect of all that microwave radiation on the brains of the young people. Teachers, working all day in rooms full of WiFi radiation, will be most exposed, and if there proves to be any link between radiation and brain cancer, then look out for lawsuits. And all of that is before the issue of obsolescence arises. The costs involved in keeping a province-wide system up-to-date and functioning will be higher than anticipated. Machines will, in a very short period of time, be too antiquated to function, becoming little better than doorstops. Schools are full of them already. Here’s what I predict: all of the above will come about, plus some other glitches I have not foreseen. There will be behaviour problems. High school completion times will increase as self-directed students flounder, taking longer to graduate, and standards will have to be lowered in order to keep the graduation rate respectable. There will be a parent backlash against these lower standards, fuelled by the feeling that parents’ tax dollars are paying for an ineffective system. Lawsuits will fly. Costs will escalate out of control. Long after it has become obvious that the new BC Education Plan is an expensive failure, ministry officials will quietly shelve it, defeated by reality. And so yet another well-intentioned but ill-conceived education wave will crash onto the beach and ebb away.  James Duthie, retired teacher, Nanaimo   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8076&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 7, May/June 2005 Coquitlam pipe plot by Kathleen Thomson This story is based on conversations reported to Kathleen Thomson by the CTF construction project manager. In December, the Coquitlam Teachers’ Association (CTA) purchased most of the second floor of a building located on St. Johns Street in Port Moody. Construction and renovation began in mid-March. Our new premises are located directly above a kickboxing school and the rented campaign office of the BC Liberal candidate Iain Black, who hopes to be elected as Christy Clark’s successor as the MLA representing the Port-Moody-Westwood riding. To install a necessary water pipe and hook the pipe up to existing building pipes, the plumber had to gain access from the Liberals’ campaign office. Strata law is clear: an owner must allow access to property commonly owned by all the strata owners, such as the area between premises where pipes, electrical connections, etc., are located. After initially agreeing to a date when the pipe hook-up could occur, Iain Black’s office manager suddenly refused to allow the CTA any entry whatsoever. Here is the conversation held between our project building manager and Black’s office/campaign manager: Black’s henchman (BH): We will not allow any entry of any teacher to our premises ever. Teachers don’t like us, and we don’t like them. CTA project manager (CTA): But no teachers will be entering this office. A plumber, not a teacher, will be doing the pipe hook-up job. In fact, teachers aren’t even moving into this building until after the election is over. BH: That doesn’t matter. We will not allow any teacher or any teacher’s plumber to enter our offices. CTA: That doesn’t make any sense. According to both strata by-laws and the BC Business Tenancy Act, you must provide permission to hook up a pipe within 48 hours. BH: No we don’t, and we will not allow it. If we did allow it, it would cost us thousands of dollars to debug the joint afterwards. We will not let any teachers in here until after the election. CTA: That is not appropriate. The CTA is already incurring substantial additional costs because we have had to send all the construction workers home. All work has been halted because of your actions. And, do you seriously believe the CTA would break the law and try to install illegal bugging equipment? BH: Teachers don’t like us, and we don’t trust them. The Attorney General weighs in A few days of construction-interruptus and various phone calls later (including one to the errant Christy Clark, who failed to respond and come to our aid): BH: We will not allow any entry to the CTA. Besides, this matter is out of our hands and now rests with the provincial party. CTA: How so? BH: We have contacted the Attorney General, and he says campaign offices don’t have to follow strata rules, and that we don’t have to allow any entry until after the election. So go tell the CTA to live with it. Liberals devise sneaky plan to try to procure campaign donation A few days and various nervous breakdowns and mounting bills later: BH to the CTA project manager: Okay, okay, we will let the CTA plumber in to do the pipe hook-up. Our candidate, Iain Black, is willing to go behind the back of his own provincial party and allow the repair to take place despite what provincial office says. However, we will be submitting a bill to the CTA for the costs associated with the debugging of our premises, and for the services of a security guard to monitor that no secret documents are tampered with. A few days later, the pipe hook-up took place successfully, and was completed at 5:00 a.m. Exactly five hours later, at 10:00 a.m., I receive the following bill from the Liberals: Cost for security guard (7 hrs. @ $17.50 per hr) = $122; Cost for debugging $395; Total $517. The Liberals have refused to provide me with details associated with the debugging, such as company name, hourly cost, any possible discovery of a James Bond-like device lodged in the ceiling or cleverly disguised as a list. The reasons they cite: For security reasons, we don’t want the CTA to know any details about when the bug sweep actually happened, and we don’t want this issue to be traced, or to have the CTA use this in any campaign against us. Hmm. It may be too late for them already on that last point. Needless to say, we will not be paying the above bill, and we are currently busy visiting all 77 of our school sites to talk about the election, and tell our building story in particular, to our teachers. It is having an electrifying effect; we don’t seem to be having too much difficulty getting volunteers for the election effort. The pipe that was installed through the ceiling of the Liberals’ campaign office was a waste pipe. It would seem that, even in the case of plumbing, there exists great irony. Kathleen Thomson is president of the Coquitlam Teachers’ Association.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "October is #FosterFamilyMonth. Thank you #BC for opening your homes and hearts to more than 5,900 children and youth." @John_Yap - 11:14pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2014/09/tentative-agreement-yes-or-no.html?showComment=1411019820085,Staffroom Confidential: Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, September 16, 2014 Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Despite what I know was a herculean effort on the part of our bargaining team, I very much hope that BC teachers will vote no to the tentative agreement. After five weeks of strike, and twelve years of legal battles, this is not the deal that will restore sanity to public education and it is not a fair deal for teachers and students. Just as teachers in Saskatchewan rejected a deal to ensure a better outcome, I hope BC teachers will consider a no vote to let our team know we have to go back to the bargaining table. Class size, composition The agreement provided a modified LIF fund starting at $75 million per year and increasing to $85 by the last year. It is for teachers only, which will mean a slight improvement in Districts where sizeable portions were spent on Education Assistants or senior District staff rather than teachers. However, in an average size District like Victoria (20,000 students, 1,000 teachers), this will translate into about 5-10 more teachers. That is one for every five schools. To put it in comparison, Justice Griffin's judgement estimated the lost funding due to lost class size language at about $330 million in current dollars. (Read more here about the proposed Education Fund.) I heard so many teachers speak up about the need to ensure that we do not return to over-crowded classes when the strike ends. This agreement does very little to alleviate what is the most pressing issue. Throwing away the court victory The agreement provides a "reopener" in the event we win on appeal our class size language. What this means is that the language returns, but is not implemented until new language is negotiated. Without the actual implementation of the returned language, there will be very little incentive for the government to bargain it back. We would essentially be back in the very same position we are in today, with government trying to bargain it out and us trying to bargain it back in. In my opinion, even if we were legislated back to work we would be in a superior position. If we won the appeal the government would then be forced to implement the language. We are thus throwing away our historic court victory and the bargaining pressure it potentially creates. The reopener is really only mildly less offensive than E80. In both cases, we have to bargain back what was illegally taken from our contract and the government will probably never have to restore it. In fact, the "reopener" creates the perfect opportunity for government to lock us out to try and force us to agree to something far inferior. Throwing away the remedy for the last twelve years The agreement provides $105 million to compensate for grievances over-sized classes for the last twelve years. Using Justice Griffin's estimates, our loss is roughly $300 million times 12 = over $3 billion. I cannot fathom how $105 million is a fair compromise. The BCTF's original proposal to put this money back into the system was a more fair and productive approach. This agreement means we can no longer go to the courts for a fair remedy. Wages The agreement is very close to government's original offer. While I would be willing to accept this if the class size language was returned, teachers should not be taking such a significant monetary loss without the commensurate gain in working conditions. We have lost roughly 12% of our annual salary. We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut. Minimal improvements There are very minimal improvements in preparation time for elementary teachers (10 minutes per week), and TTOC daily rate. The TTOC daily rate change may depend on your grid placement. It could actually be a wage loss for long term TTOCs who are above category 5 and step 7. There is also $11 million in health and dental benefits. At 40,000 members, this is $275 each. Hardly worth consideration in the context of the rest of the agreement. What next? There are a variety of options if we vote no. We can continue the strike. We can choose to return to work and continue bargaining. We do not, and should not, accept an agreement that doesn't meet our needs and doesn't meet the needs of students and public education. When Saskatchewan teachers rejected the first deal which had 5.5% wage increases over four years, the second deal had 7.3% increases over four years. They have said this still isn't good enough. For us, our main issue is classroom conditions. We need to say this isn't good enough. The way to do that is to vote no. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 7:48 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 124 comments: Troy MooreSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:17 PM The EC recommendation states the open clause will be argued from restored language. However, selling our grievances for nothing as the 105 million is strike savings, is plenty of reason to vote no. Further, no composition caps, but a fund controlled by Superintendents is enough reason to vote no. Thursday I will vote no.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:06 PM Re-opener also says "education fund" in place until new language bargained, so old language can disappear forever.Delete Reply Mme RousseauSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:33 PM Government starved us to death hoping we'd vote yes to whatever deal they'd offer. Planned it from the start.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:07 PM We can sill choose (collectively) to return to work if we reject this deal. Many options.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:09 PM Great analysis, Tara! I think that returning to work would be a bad idea. This will frustrate parents more if they need to find new ways to deal with taking care fo kids. USe the money given to you by the other unions. I am a teacher who had to quit for stress over the terrible condition of work (split FI grade 4/5, several low LD kids with little support, one severe with no support, 2 gifted (no support), and a principal who expected me to teach 2 separate social studies AND science programs)Delete Reply Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:56 PM Good points by all but the gov't succeeded in starving my family out and completly breaking us. I will be voting YES and live to fight another dayReplyDelete Replies schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:21 PM 'Fight another day'? In the last twelve years that we have been pushing back against this government, never has the tide tide been so much with teachers, class size/composition, and public education - and never has the government been pushed back onto the ropes (especially with the call for binding arbitration). What 'other day' is being proposed that we wait for? Now is the time. Vote 'no' and give the BCTF bargaining team a renewed mandate to get a decent deal for students and teachers.Delete Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:10 PM "Another day" means to wake up and realize that 2more weeks means my family of 5 could lose our home. It means I will do all I can to recall Cc, Factbender, and other mla's, and maybe even having "a guy I know" have a chat with them. In year 1 of their reign, I don't believe they even know what "the ropes" are. I will vote YES ...for my family, and I can live with thatDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:12 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply Karen FergusonSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:03 PM Just a question: When the Saskatchewan teachers voted no, had they already been on strike for 5 weeks?ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM No. They are working with no contract. They are not on strike.Delete Shannon DavisSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:23 AM I am a Saskatchewan teacher. We are not on strike; we are currently in the conciliation process after voting "no" to 2 previous offersDelete Reply "Mama Rose"September 16, 2014 at 9:27 PM Can we truly return to work without agreeing and continue bargaining? When I suggested returning to work a few weeks ago, the answer was "being on strike puts pressure on the gov't and without pressure they have no reason to settle." And can you explain more how legislating us back would be better than agreeing to this deal? And finally, why would the BCTF executive put forward a deal that was not a good one?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:30 PM Because they need confirmation of the resolve of the membership to get something better. That is what a no vote does.Delete Reply Troylana MSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:28 PM some great points to ponder, tara......thinking thinking....ReplyDelete schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:43 PM If we vote 'no' to the tentative deal we still have options: We'd not have a contract. But we could... a) strike with full picket lines b) partially strike with phase 1 (work-to-rule) in schools c) partially strike with periodic/rotating job action d) continue negotiating e) return to work and re-escalate strike f) some/all of the above ReplyDelete Replies Caroline MackenzieSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:21 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:14 PM a) will expedite matters (I say less that 3 days)Delete Reply danabjornsonSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:05 PM I am thinking that a legislated, crappier contract would only be in effect for 2 years max (before elections...). If we take this offer, then we will be agreeing to this pseudo-E80. Should we win the court case (which we likely will), we will have to settle on the terms of the THIS negotiated contract which doesn't actually restore learning conditions; it simply allows for those conditions to be negotiated. If we say n, then we default to the 2002 contract, which DOES restore the language. A "yes" vote is saying that we are good on "crumbs"; a "no" vote is saying we want an actual meal. That's my understanding, anyway. Please correct me where I am wrong, Tara. :)ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:44 PM And word is IF they legislate, they could opt to legislate back Grade 10-12 only causing the union to have to lay off all teachers and re-hire based on seniority. That will tear the union at the seams pitting teacher against teacher for those positions. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:17 PM There will be a general strike if that were to happen! They better not do this. They will regret it.Delete Reply imaginefunlearningSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:09 PM Some good points on the background of our fight over the past 12 years, which I have been actively engaged in; however we need to recognize the climate we are in. We are not in Sask. people! We have just come through a very long summer!! We need to thank our @bctf bargaining team & recognize the toll this has taken on all of us & our families. I don't have the luxury of more time on the strike line. This may be as good as it gets. Let's read the agreement and consider getting back to work and making some $ again! That's my 2 cents worth, which would come in really handy right now!!!ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:18 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply RobSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:11 PM Go back in work to rule mode. Work this winter to recall every Liberal MLA. ThAt is the only way to apply pressure to these criminals. ReplyDelete Replies Kate RestonSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:03 PM Recall! Not sure who won the battle but the war is still onDelete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:14 AM Well said Kate... I agree 100%Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:20 PM I think say NO and a better deal will be done in less than 3 days. These guys are not criminals, they are lower than that. I bet they get a sick pleasure in hurting the kids and the teachers.Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:31 PM An official recall is in the works: https://www.facebook.com/groups/316129595235450/?fref=ts Please consider joining.Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:26 AM Leah - do you honestly think anyone who voted BC Liberal did so thinking that they would act any differently on the education file?Delete Reply JJSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:16 PM I am glad to see other members who share my views. I am outraged at a 1.2 percent "raise" in salary per year that doesn't even meet inflation of currently 2%. I feel used and abused.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:23 PM Not to mention all of the other pittance! I am actually surprised that Iker asked teachers to vote on this! Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:18 PM Hi Tara Thanks for the summary! Will we be able to vote NO to the deal, but vote YES to returning to work? Will there be three options when we vote Thursday? Why did the BCTF agree to a substandard deal for us? If we vote no to a deal that was recommended to us, the teachers look like the bad guys and public approval will plummet. I am very disappointed and frustratedReplyDelete Replies KataSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:12 AM Public approval will not necessarily plummet. I have seen strikes where the membership has voted against the executive's "best results to date", and ended up with a better offer. This offer is an insult. The $300 million will not bring funding to the national average (I believe). More importantly, the wage offer is half of the average wage increase for public and private workers (StatsCan). Delete Reply MontySeptember 16, 2014 at 10:19 PM Thank you, Tara. My thoughts too, more clearly expressed. As well, Thursday is too soon to vote, too soon to vote, too soon to vote........ReplyDelete Richard ChalkeSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:21 PM Vote no and lose every shred of public support...just sayin!ReplyDelete Replies UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:31 AM I am a member of the public and would support a "no" vote. js!.Delete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:01 AM Richard Chalke, NO you won't! I am a mother with 3 adopted special needs children who need to be in a class that is designed for them and others like them (my kids are academically slightly delayed but their issues are more social and behavioural) where they can receive the education they deserve taught in a way they can comprehend. I will speak now for all the parents I know, and we will support the teacher's if they continue to fight for our children's best interest.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:28 PM It might not be pretty at first, but once we explain things (and I hope the Mandarin-speaking teachers flood the Richmond organization that voiced their concerns), they will back us. The 3 billions that the judge came to is the first I hear about. This should be stated to every newsmedia comment section in the province. Minimize pickets and flood those outlets with commenters, just like the Liberals do. Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:45 PM I am a member of the public and a single Mother of a child in the public school system. You will NOT lose one bit of my support if you vote no. I know that you are sacrificing so that my child can have a better education, and I am most grateful for it. Having said that, I also know that you are exhausted and broke. I have been dreading that you may have to settle for less than what you (we) deserve because the government succeeded in breaking you. I am not in your shoes, so cannot judge. If the vote is a yes, I understand and I am still behind you. Delete Reply Alison RocheSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:25 PM It is a crap deal. It's always a crap deal. Once you raise the stakes to striking, anything else is a cave in. The last time we walked out was the 3 day illegal strike where I threw away 1200$ and got EXACTLY the same contract I had the year before. The BCTF called it a win because they didn't rip up MORE of my contract. Ridiculous. There are a few of us that believe that working to contract, doing 100% of your teaching job and nothing more (like paying for supplies out of your own pocket or EC) is the only way teachers will survive this government. What if they get re-elected again? Then what? Teachers have lost thousands to these clowns to make "statements" about the state of public education in this province. We can't keep sacrificing ourselves and our families. And in the meantime, you talk to parents about why you have to take this crappy road. Because up until this strike they mostly didn't care about the state of education, but god forbid you didn't run a Sports Day. Then suddenly they wanted to know what the hell was going on. Keep the conversation going in schools. Attend your PAC meetings and stop enabling this govt to underfund and overwork the system. And still get paid!ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:20 AM I am very excited at the prospect of returning to my beloved job on Friday. However I will NOT continue to put my personal money into my classroom and I will be seriously reconsidering my involvement in extra curriculars. I think we shoot ourselves in the foot with all the unpaid work we so willingly volunteer to do. Delete Reply FCSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:38 PM I heard a rumour last week from a loose lipped government insider that after the 22nd, depending on the outcome of the negotiations the Liberals were going to announce a 3 step process. I was not clear if this was based on 3 steps to resolve the strike (perhaps the 3rd step is legislation??) or 3 steps to overhaul the education system, either way, they will settle it outright. I wish you all luck and all the information that you need to make a sound decision of what you feel is best.ReplyDelete Replies Lisa BurrowsSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:53 PM I have heard similar rumours. On the 23rd, the gov. was planning on introducing a $6000 per year voucher system for 3 choices: an academic or trades program, or something called EducationCanada. Not clear whether their intention was to privatize the public system, de-certify teachers and hire them back under new wage/benefits. Not clear where these rumours originated from. Maybe fear tactics to get teachers to vote yes. In any event, I plan on voting yes. I signed up to be a teacher, not a martyr. This strike has cost us a lot. We need to regain our livelihood and hopefully continue the conversation about class composition. We have at least awakened many people to the issue, and the court case is still an avenue that could eventually improve teaching and learning conditions.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:33 PM I urge all teachers to fight and say NO to this deal. Retired teacher who had to retire because horrendous work conditions. Make me proud. They will not last long if you say NO! I know this is tough, but there is money and I hear that Van City does offer loan at low to 0 %. Banks do allow you to miss a mortgage payment. Go talki to your banker.Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM Will school districts require teachers to make up missed days, as suggested in the media? Will the school calendar be changing to make up for the missed three weeks and if so will we be made aware of those changes PRIOR to the vote? ReplyDelete KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:41 PM "Wages..... We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut." And that is the cost of going on strike!!! There is nothing that can be done about that. You cannot go on strike and put up the raise you want every week to compensate for your time on strike - it doesn't work that way.ReplyDelete Replies Drew StevensonSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:59 AM I believe the missing "..." Suggests that they meant to refer to the losses against inflation since the last wage step increase. Thus this contract does not allow us to recover the buying power lost to inflation since the last non contract or "0%" year. Add those up and compare against the proposed increase and you see that by the end of the contract, we won't be able to afford the same value of goods (loaves of bread, watts of energy, litres of gas) that we could at the end of the last contracts term. It was not a comment about wages that were lost in the strike. Those are really small potatoes when compared to the grinding power of inflation over years and years. The next contract will use this latest for a bench mark so these losses to inflation will grind at all teachers for as long as they teach. A death of a thousand cuts to our ability to afford basic goods and services. Any raise less than inflation is a cut to the value placed on us and on our ability to pay our bills. Delete Reply Ed SSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:09 PM Having lost $20,000 (including summer school wages) as the single income for a family of five is far too much; I will be voting YES to the deal, unless the independently wealthy teachers out there who wish to continue the strike will pay my bills and mortgage for me.ReplyDelete Replies Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:14 PM I feel ya. Yes for meDelete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:18 AM Ed S. With all due respect (and I mean that), how did you lose $20,000 in the strike? Teachers were out 2 weeks (all out) before they were supposed to be in June, and now 3 weeks for the start of school? It is my understanding that teachers don't get paid through the summer months. Please correct me if I'm wrong, wherever I'm wrong. Shouldn't you have been financially alright for the summer months at least? Also all teachers knew this strike had a possibility of extending into the new school year but no one teacher budgeted for this possibility? I'm truly just trying to get a clear picture of where this all stems. NO disrespect intended.Delete BlairSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:12 AM Kelly, not Ed but if you look at the numbers there was the 10% lockout haircut in May/June plus the loss of most of June and the loss of much of September. In our 1 teacher (1 non) household we calculated a $9 K - $10 K loss so far. If you add summer school earnings you can easily make the loss in the $20 k zone. As for budgeting, we budget for the summer, but did not expect the 10% haircut, nor the loss of June/Sept days which completely messed our budgeting calculations. A very good friend (single teaching mother) was crushed by the loss of the June income and is without a penny today.Delete Mr. SmoothSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:35 PM The only one who didn't get a haircut was Jim Iker... and he needs one more than anyone else. What's with that over-coiffed 70"s mullet Jim? Does wonders for the BCTF brand image!Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:55 PM Jim's hair is not open for discussion in a respectful space like this. As for his salary, he is a teacher who does not get paid when we are on strike.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:04 PM Totally agree!Delete Reply Mr. GSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:24 PM If I thought they could do any better I would agree with voting NO, but you have to be realistic. The BCTF does not use professionals to bargain and always ends up with much less than they promise the membership when asking for a strike vote. While this is not a great deal for teachers, I really think you're fooling yourself if you think it'll get any better.ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:02 AM BCTF needs to be replaced with younger more adept representatives and advocates. Also, we should be hiring professional contract negotiators - you don't go into battle with cut throat corporate types with a wooden knife. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:37 PM This is BAD deal! Say NO to it and show those (expletives) that we will not take it anymore! Come on! Show them that teachers have a spine! They will respect us, oddly!Delete Reply retaSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:51 PM I agree with Richard. Those in the public that are uniformed would be furious, and there are many teachers who just can't afford to use their wages as their voice any longer - too much has already been donated to the government. In my opinion, the deal is pretty lame. I am sitting on the fence.ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:24 AM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:26 AM So true!!! I cannot afford to fight this battle for public education any longer. Why is this my personal and professional obligation??? However I think this deal is weak weak weak. I also think its the best we are going to get. Ideologically I'm on the fence but my wallet will vote YES.Delete Reply SirThinksToo MuchSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:54 PM My wife and I will be voting "Yes" on Thursday for it is the middle path. The easy path would have been for us to go back to school with E-80 & E-81 over our heads. The difficult path would be for us to vote "No" and put our mortgage at risk and having to continue asking retired parents for handouts to feed a family with three kids. The middle path is the wisest choice for us considering the current political climate in which those who do not teach are the quickest to judge it harshly.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:41 PM I understand that this is really tough for you! I almost died teaching a few month ago. I had to quit. Please consider holding on and say no. Remember the short loss in salary will be offset in the LONG-RUn by better salary increase. This is a joke! They will be laughing at you even more if we accept this. This is a very bad deal! However, I do respect your position!Delete Reply DaleSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:16 AM Why would classroom conditions be better on October 9th after being legislated back? We have been outplayed because of our stubborn refusal to outdated, tired old tactics. It is because of these actions that have led us to this terrible deal. Time to reset, regroup and stock up for the long haul. Can't do it if half the members commit hara kiri on themselves. We are a union of professionals not a cult. ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:49 AM Could not agree more.Delete schreck!September 17, 2014 at 9:44 AM Could you please advise which tactics you believe could have been used to secure a superior deal?Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:47 AM Full disclosure: I'm a BC Liberal supporter. The only people who would benefit from a NO vote are the BC Liberals. Teachers would be bargaining with no leverage whatsoever and would be viewed by a large segment of the population as unreasonable. The BC Liberals then get portray themselves as the only party capable of dealing with the BCTF. schreck! says that the BCTF has the government on the ropes, but he couldn't be farther from the truth. The government wants people to view the BCTF as their primary opponent. Disputes like this just shore up the BC Liberal base and protect its right flank. Any half-baked recall campaign will only reinforce that. It's true teachers aren't going to recoup the lost wages from the strike. I would suggest to you that that means this job action was probably not in teachers' interests, especially without any sort of appreciable strike fund. This is the best deal teachers were ever going to get with this government and people should have been able to recognize that in June. If you want my advice (which you probably don't), it would be to spend the next 5 years building up a strike fund, electing better leaders, and hiring a professional negotiating team. Don't bring a knife to a gunfight and expect things to go well. Focus on getting the best deal you can from whoever the government is rather than trying to change the government, the HST, Kinder Morgan or a thousand different issues that distract from education and erode the union's finances further. You'd be doing yourself a favour, and probably doing the NDP a favour at the same time. Also, if schreck! is David Schreck, you can thank his opposition to STV for the last two BC Liberal majorities. I know I do.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:11 PM One step would be to stop making political contributions to the NDP. This only contributes to the childish animosity and lack of trust that has constantly characterized negotiations. How else can the Socreds/Liberals view teachers except as enemies when they so publicly support their opponents. This stupid confrontational immature approach has to STOP!!!!! Education should not be a political fight when it is so obviously a valuable benefit to our society. It was an NDP government that legislated teachers back to work in 1993. Stop making education a political fight.Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:10 PM I don't think they have to go that far. CUPE and the Nurses still contribute to the NDP yet they don't have the same acrimonious relationship. CUPE and the Nurses just make their members their priority, and broader advocacy second.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:55 PM Ryan (possibly a Liberal paid commenter), with all due respect, I disagree with you. The cumulative increase in lieu of this will be better. Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can. I say to Iker, ask for 6% over 3 years because these people love to play the 15% over 15 year game to make it so big on the surface. Some people think that this is 15% every year. Believe me! I have seen it in comment sections. Others believe that the 15% is too high not understanding that they must divide things over the duration of the contract. It is time that we play it smarter. It is time to put the foot down and ask for money given to us by other unions, if it is needed. Banks can accept one late mortgage payment. It would be suicidal for them to not help. Imagine the possible damage if that ever leaks out. They could lose a lot in teacher money. I for one would pull my money out of a bank in support! Teachers are going to show this government that we have a spine! Enough is enough! Aren't you tired of being treated like kids? (Retired teacher who almost died in a car accident because of work conditions that were horrendous. I had to quit.)Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 AM Not paid by the BC Liberals. I pay them actually... :/ I imagine astroturfers of any affiliation wouldn't disclose their bias. "Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can." How did that work in May 2013? If the teachers reject a contract that their own union endorsed, it will make teachers seem unreasonable. Whether that perception is true or fair is irrelevant. It's what will happen, and teachers will be weaker as a result. Take my advice. Build up a strike fund and focus on the internal governance of the BCTF for the next 6 years. You'll be better off for it. Or not. I don't mind you or others making it easier for the party I support to get elected. I'd just rather not see kids and teachers hurt in the process.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:37 AM Ah! The "don't-hurt-kids" card, hey, when you have underfunded education for 12 years! WOW! That takes the cake! Are your trolling? Oh! You are serious? :) Would you be surprised if I don't follow your advice, considering your lack of logic? Would you be surprised if others don't follow your advice? It is ttue that bullies like you and your ilks love to show who is the boss, who is the teacher now! I suspect that is at the root of the problem! No one wants to fail in school! No one wants to get the strap! Sad that today's teachers don't like it too! But, who cares, we are ... teachers! We deserve it! BAH! BAH! BAH!Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:22 PM That's fine. I look forward to another 16 years of BC Liberal government.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:41 PM 16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate! Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan! Sociopaths do that!Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 9:35 AM "16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate!" 16 years of our opponents still don't understand why they lost. Like I said, that's fine with me. If I said the Liberals would be in power for at least another 13 years back in 2004 you probably would have laughed too. Heck, if I told you on May 13 last year that the BC Liberals would be reelected on May 14 you'd probably have laughed too. And you were wrong. Why is that? Answer that question if you want the NDP to win the next election. Without a correct answer to it, the NDP's cause is hopeless. "Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan!" You feel they are flawed, and that's fine. I don't go around calling people who disagree with me sociopaths, nor do I accuse them of being paid shills. But I also don't feel much need to address your ad hominems. There are logical arguments to support your position, but argumentum ad hominem is not one of them. It's a textbook logical fallacy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 1:15 PM Ah! Now I get it! It is all ego-based! You think because you voted the winning party that you are a winner and we are losers! You think because you predicted that the Liberals would win, you are winner. That does not make YOU a winner or the Liberals! It is called DEMOGRAPHICS, you expletives. The baby boomers are getting old and because they have more assets and won't make a whole lot more for too long, they need to vote a govn't who is going to do just that! It is not rocket science! WOW! You think you are so superior when your party stole an election with 47% of the popular vote. That's not a majority and your party should not have been elected. BTW, did you delete from your ethical memory the words Ethnic voting scandal? The field is slanted and you know it. However, you are so willing to minimize, forget the scams and bad fairplay tactics like a sociopath is allowed to minimize or ignore his or victims emotions that you don't see that you are the loser, we are the victim of your constant bullying. 1% wage increases after years of 0% increases and you can justify that when Yahoo reports that the average Canadian can hope to get 2.5% this and next year: https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html You Liberals behave like fascists, but we can't call you that because that's not allowed! Well! Guess what? It is and you are. Live with it! You keep on dreaming you are a genius! :) I am retired, getting soon a nice pension, and laughing at you from a beach somewhere! AHAHA! Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 2:14 PM What's with the name calling Peter? For someone claiming to be retired you really don't show the wisdom of age. For someone who talks about logic, you use logical fallacies like ad hominems a lot too. It's a fair point that the BC Liberals didn't get a majority of the vote (and I'm a very big supporter of electoral reform). The BC Liberals + Conservatives did though, and I don't think it's realistic to expect the BC Conservatives to have been more generous had they been part of government. Last time I checked I just voted. I didn't "victimize" anyone. Perhaps your rage is misplaced. If you think the election was "stolen" I'm afraid I have to question your grasp on reality though. "Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?" I'm glad you'll have a pleasant retirement Peter. I have no ill will towards you. I'm not sure why you think I do. I'm not saying people were *right* to vote BC Liberal. That's a matter of opinion. All I'm saying is people *did* vote BC Liberal. More voted BC Liberal than BC NDP for the last 5 elections in a row actually. You need to understand why that happened in order to change it for the next election. Clearly you're not interested in that though. Which is fair enough. Just remember next time you're upset about something the BC Liberals do that your lack of interest is part of why the BC Liberals get elected at all.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 3:23 PM I love your culture --or the lack of thereof! Guess what, stop thinking averybody is white and must follow your little rules. Namecalling? Sociopath? Whaaaat? And, what if you are? Still can't call you that? :) You fascist right-wingers are big on censorship! I just don't like you giving us lessons on how to get the NDP in. As stated, people are voting right of the NDP because it is a matter of demographics and a little ethnic vote buying on the side. The rest is mumbo jombo. Yes, of course, they will have to go on strike in the future and yes they will have to build a strike fund. The Liberals stole that from the BCTF too! And, you wonder why I don't have any respect for them? Yes, electoral reform is needed! We agree!Delete Reply JJ GeorgeSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:46 AM As a parent, I support the teachers and respect whether they choose to vote yes or no. However I noticed a discrepancy here from other information I've read regarding prep time for elementary teachers. Here it states minimal improvement to prep time - only 10 minutes per week being added. Elsewhere I read that it is 100 minutes per week for prep, increasing by an additional 10 minutes in the final year. That is a significant difference, and worth noting. Or have I completely misunderstood?ReplyDelete Replies Anne-MarieSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:59 AM Elementary teachers currently have 90 minutes of preparation time per week so an increase to 100 minutes per week is only gaining 10 minutes. In other provinces and some private schools they have as much as 45 minutes of prep time per day.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:56 PM Thank you for inquiring!Delete DW ZSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:57 PM You're right JJ George. There is a significant difference around the province regarding preparation times. In my district elementary teachers currently get 100 minutes of prep time. This new proposal is useless to me. I'll have to wait 6 years to gain an extra 10 minutes. Delete Reply UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:11 AM Almost nobody gets cost of living adjustments. Also inflation is NOT 2%. Do some research and look at the CPI for BC over the last 24 months. The average over the last 2 years is 0.7%, not 2%. The CPI changes every month so you cant just look at the highest month and declare that THE inflation rate. Check out the 12 month averages document for the actual numbers. http://www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/StatisticsBySubject/Economy/ConsumerPriceIndex.aspx All that being said I support the teachers. if you think this is a bad deal as a parent my dream would be for the teachers to vote no but continue bargaining because I do think the kids need to be in school and I do fear that the teachers will lose all support if the strike continues. All I ask as a parent is that you do your own research and try not to be swayed by all the opinions. ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:01 AM Inflation for August was 2.1% (http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/economy/cpi-report-expected-to-reveal-rise-in-canadas-core-inflation-rate/article20593943/). The CPI is a year-over-year calculation.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:43 AM Inflation should be looked at as a yearly average, not an individual month.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:34 PM The lawyers do not believe we have compromised our court deal. Our leadership would not have sold us out. We dodged a bullet. The Premier had something loaded even if we are not sure what it was. The idea that we could simply return to work is not guaranteed. I think a no vote could easily lead to the Liberals locking us out again because the Premier wants to crush us and she will use any excuse. She did not want to take the advice of her people and do this deal. I am certain a plan for drastic action (where we have to take the concessions they had planned) or worse - was in place. We can't guarantee the press will do any better job explaining the complexities should we say no. They rarely sided with us in markets outside of Vancouver where people are more political and they often misled or allowed others to mislead. They are not helping and would sensationalize. This would see dissolution of support very quickly - especially if we asked for wages. (Though admittedly it angers me that we can't ask for wages without being accused of being greedy when that is what most bargaining units do). But we have argued this is about kids and while this is not ideal - it is better to have teachers than not. The deal does suck in that it does not bring us to par - but this fight needs to be won with a strategy that is political and capacity will do that in another round. We have some support - but it is limited to the choir. We need to have the pews too. We need to build that capacity while working and continue to find allies because the fight is bigger than most people want to consider. This is about ideology and about privatization. Education always was political but never more so than now and we have to fight this party or the conservatives who would do the same or worse. No teacher who is responsible can ignore the politics any longer. That is simply the truth. If you work in the system you better get informed and you better be prepared to fight until retirement for the system. That said, I want to ask the same question others are asking: Why is this the job of 42,000 teachers and not the job of all citizens who want equality to fight for this right? It is time (while the conversation is still on-going and up to and including election night) for us to guide the public where we can but mainly play our part by not propping the system up. Make poverty known. Make noise about shortfalls, ask questions (in the media or in board offices ) about who is going to fix it instead of paying ourselves, volunteer some but wait for the pubic to step up so they see what schools lack. I hate the deal too. But I trust Vince Ready and Iker and I don't think we could have done better right now. I think we dodged a bullet because I have read everything this government has put out and followed the trail. They plan to privatize and they are just looking for the route. Voting YES for now does not mean we are giving up. It does not mean a win in the way we wanted but we have won a battle that will lead to us winning the war. If we don't rest up and stock up we might not get there.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:57 PM Well, if it is bigger than just this battle, then we will need ALL the unions to strike if they do indeed use drastic (draconian) measures. I say it is time for ALL of the unions to call a general strike. I guarantee that they will not like that one bit. What will they do then? Call the army? :) People in Europe, at the end of the 19th century stood up in mines. General strikes do occur in Europe and have. If you think you had it tough, think of them who stood tall for US in tougher times and conditions. Make sacrifices. Sell furniture. Tutor on the side. Ask for the BCTF money. Ask your banker to help. As friends and relatives. If we say NO, it won't last long. If they legislate us back, let's call a general province-wide strike of all unions. Delete Reply Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:47 AM Between CC's smug smile as she celebrates slaughtered teachers and Jim Iker's goofy grin - seemingly unaware that he has been a willing puppet, I am thoroughly disgusted. Over the next 5 years, teachers will be in an increasingly bad situation financially, classrooms will continue to be too large and complex with increasing medical, social and environmental issues impacting academic delivery. It could not be less obvious that things will continue to worsen. The Liberals have ensured that BC is rapidly becoming the Canadian Monaco for rich off shore interests and wealthy corporations. Soon the underpaid "workers" will have to be bussed in daily to Vancouver - Asian style. The only recourse is to move to just about any other province and bring in up to $100,000 more over the six years with much less cost of living. So we are bailing, encouraged by friends who have gotten positions in Manitoba and Alberta. My colleagues and I discovered through contacting several school boards across Canada that specialist (special needs and behavioural) and secondary science teachers are in particular demand. I want to work in a professional, respectful environment where the needs of all children are considered a priority and where I feel inspired to do my best. However, I want my vote to reflect the wishes of teachers who will be here over the next 6 (5) years, so very much appreciate your blog and opportunity to read the comments.ReplyDelete Bert SlaterSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:11 AM To vote YES will throw away 12 years of effort, and 2 victories in BC Supreme Court. To vote YES will be to snatch defeat from the jaws of victory. If you vote YES what bargaining power do you think you will have - the government will do nothing, and then what do you think you will do - take job action? PLEASE VOTE NO.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:59 PM Time to show you have a spine!Delete Reply RodSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:06 AM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Cool HandSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 AM Wouldn't a 'No' vote be a vote of no confidence in the BCTF itself?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:02 AM Not at all. It is just a message to the leadership we need to do better. The strength of the union is the members, and we support the leadership by giving them direction through democratic means.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:40 PM I disagree. How else can a recommendation by the EC to vote yes be interpreted? Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:00 PM I am sure people will interpret this both ways, but it is a vote. If it is supposed to be a "Yes", because it might be interpreted one way, then why bother having a vote?Delete Kate TSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:07 AM Yes , it would be. I don't think we could come out much better than this with this government. How will a No obtain that? Christy will be happy, she can declare the BCTF gone and roll out her plan to privatize. Delete Reply David DeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:06 AM A no vote would be a rejection of a the court victories defied by the government and an inadequate deal containing some vague promises that won't meet the needs of teachers or students on class size and other important issues.In Ontario elementary teachers get 200 minutes of prep time per 5 day cycle. I know there is financial hardship, but the union has received close to $2 million in donations from other unions; is there no way of accessing hardship funds? At minimum, vote no and return to work on work to rule with various strike options.ReplyDelete Erica JonesSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:25 AM This article actually makes me so mad. It is NOT better for the kids that they have missed almost all of june and all of september. This is what you signed up for in BC as a teacher. Get on board or GET OUT.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:20 PM Is this really what teachers signed up for? At my high school, each class has about 30 kids, with an average of 17 kids per classroom with an identified learning disability. Our district says that there should be no more than 4 kids per classroom.. How do you expect non-specialist teachers to help each student when over half of them require more resources because of a learning disability? Furthermore, are you generalizing the "better-ness" to all the kids in BC? Because I don't think that it would be better if kids went back considering the learning environment isn't up to par. There are barely any Education Assistants, and support teachers for the multitude of children who need them. While I recognize and appreciate your enthusiasm for education, please realize that the public school system isn't a daycare. Also, please think about your words and the learning environment prior to speaking out. By the way, we're not an autocracy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:08 PM I can understand your frustration! Understand mine! I almost died at 7:30 pm one night returning from teaching a FI split class with several students who did not get enough support or no support at all. The principal expressed to me that he expected me to teach 2 different social studies programs and 2 different science programs. ANYONE I talked to knows that this is impossible to do, especially in French Immersion when kids get no support at home and books are often too hard for students to read. I had to quit my job. I did it for me and did it for the kids. I was like a surgeon who is asked to operate on 5 patients with an old scalpel with 2 inexperienced nurses. Predictably, 4 patients would die and I would be reprimanded! Teachers are put in terrible conditions and kids too. I hope you have the openmind to consider the reality of this honest personal anecdote. I also wish you to understand that this is likely not an isolated incident. What will it take? A kid to commit suicide because he or she is not getitng enough support?Delete Reply hilarySeptember 17, 2014 at 10:29 AM It is incorrect to equate lost funding with what the teachers would have received in grievances. The two are not equivalent. The starting position of the BCTF was $225M, so they never expected $3B to resolve grievances. I'm also interested to know where you get your figures on overcrowded classrooms. A recent Globe and Mail article says that classrooms are, on average, smaller than the caps set in 2002.ReplyDelete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:36 AM The signing bonus should be roughly $2500 each: 105 million divided by 41 thousand.ReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:53 AM It is not that simple. The $105 million is to be allocated by the union. The term "signing bonus" has been crossed off on the signed document. Some of that money may be used to pay union debts. Don't know this but clarification would be useful.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:16 PM Just quoting from the CBC news website, "And finally there are details of $105-million fund to settle grievances stemming from the ongoing court case. The BCTF says that money will be given out as a signing bonus, with specific amount yet to be determined."Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:34 AM I think it would be smart to put at least part of it into your strike fund.Delete Reply WheelsSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:55 AM If the money is used as a signing bonus, it should be based on FTEReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:12 PM Yes I am sure it will be based on FTE. The question is how much of the $105 Million is actually distributed. This is up to the union, and I am told that it is yet to be decided.Delete GuruSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:44 PM And don't forget all the retired teachers who are entitled to a share of it.Delete Reply Geoff OrmeSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:18 PM In another discussion of this someone suggested that under BC Labour Law a no vote means rejection of the proposed deal, and that means the strike continues until either: - the union in question elects to stand down - another tentative deal is presented or - the government imposes a legislated contract. I think the last of these is the most likely, and I believe the legislated contract would be draconian and brutal. What do you think, Tara? Also, I would appreciate your thoughts on Sandy Garossino's comments at https://storify.com/Garossino/should-teachers-accept-the-contractReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:14 PM If this is so, in a few month (likely a couple of years), teachers will win so much more with a Supreme Court judgment! It is possible that the Liberals know that the higher courts are stacked by Liberal judges (that is what happen when judges are chosen, not elected). In any case, a negative settlement (or not a great judgment) will galvinize the public to reform the way the Supreme court judges are being chosen. I doubt that any govn't will want that to happen. A legislated contract will make the LIbs look like sociopaths and dictators.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:47 PM Peter I think you are expecting far too much from the public, many of whom are only paying attention to this matter due to kids being home from school. The public are not remotely this savvy on the political process.Delete Reply IslanderSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:09 PM I am a continuing education teacher. We have it even worse and we are not listened to enough about our poor conditions. Those include no prep time (and we do have to mark and do report cards many times a year sometimes and commonly for 30 students in a class), travelling to different schools with no compensation, and having next to no breaks in between 3 hour classes. I worked for two years with no lunch break and taught 6 hours straight (just 15 min. breaks) to be told, "don't complain since there are others who will do it". We then got 15 min. breaks in between classes. Most of our students are wealthy immigrants, many who try to stay in classes as long as possible since the classes are free. After spending a year in Germany, I realize how better organized it is where the immigrants pay to learn the language on a sliding scale, and have to pay for a student book as well for each class. We do not even have text books, but photocopy so much at tax payers' expense. This is not right. I then teach summer school since we were not on a 12 month continual salary and most of those students are also immigrants (at least 75%). This is also free and it is becoming so common and the new immigrants know this is free babysitting and tutoring. I think one main problem is that we have so many new immigrants in our classes who need ESL like this article states about our inclusion style of education nowadays: http://www.vancouversun.com/life/Shelley+Fralic+trouble+with+schools/10203596/story.html I am honored to be teaching and like my job, but it does get exhausting especially since I need two or three jobs to pay the mortgage that I now no longer have.. back to renting since it all I can afford in this city that has become so expensive. And many don't realize that it is very very difficult to get to full time work as a teacher here. There was a formula that made it take about 10 years to get to f/t (now finally changed). I have been without pay for 3 months, and now had to finally rent a place in anticipation of returning to work, so I have to vote "yes", but please keep the comments coming for what alternatives we have. Maybe we have to just educate the public in a better way than picketing; maybe get out and walk around malls and talk to people and hand out pamphlets on how this liberal government is hurting this. Most Asians (probably just the new who are from such a different system) are already against the teachers since they do not seem to understand what is going on. http://www.vancouversun.com/Business/asia-pacific/Chuck+Chiang+Many+Asian+families+place+blame/10202757/story.htmlReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:17 PM First of all, myn thoughts are with you! I think your ideas about using different strategies is smart. Picketing is not a very good strategy to let people know about things. I think using the membership to flood media comment sections would be more effective. Going to talk to the public might be a good idea along with this, I think. Phone the BCTF and ask for support.Delete Reply Marsha HolleySeptember 17, 2014 at 1:36 PM A teachers wife Vote no you have come to far to back down. It is a -----Y DEAL. ReplyDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:45 PM Ask yourself WHY teachers cannot get 1/2 of the average increase in salary of the private sector? (The Libs will tell you because there are sooooooo many teachers, but I also hear that there are provinces where there is a need for teachers!) TORONTO - A new study says that Canadians, on average, can expect about the same size salary increase next year as in 2014. Human resources consultants Pal Benefits says a survey of 401 organizations, mainly in Ontario, Alberta and British Columbia, projected salary increase for 2015 at an average of 2.79 per cent. That was almost unchanged from the 2.74 per cent average increase projected in last year's survey. Meanwhile, in addition to the average salary increase remaining relatively steady year over year, the survey found that the percentage of employers who plan to freeze salaries appears to have stabilized at eight per cent —in the same percentages as was projected in 2014. Breaking down the numbers further, the survey found the average salary increase anticipated in the engineering, financial services and high technology sectors was three per cent. That compared with an average of 2.5 per cent on the low end for organizations in durable manufacturing. https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.htmlReplyDelete "Mama Rose"September 17, 2014 at 9:12 PM I used to agree with you, Tara, and appreciate you bringing these items to your blog to get us all thinking. But after a very long night and day of research and discussion, I realize I will be voting yes tomorrow. Here is why: I don't care about salary or benefit increases. That is not why I went on strike. I don't care if this tentative deal is not good for teachers. That's not why I went on strike either. For me, the single most important issue is class size and composition. I want to work in a classroom where I have enough time and resources available to me to adequately help all the students I teach. And while it is true that this tentative deal will not change anything in the classrooms right now (or at least most of our classrooms), I realized that we couldn't actually make changes in that area because the issues of cs and c is before the courts. When I made that connection and realized that this round of bargaining was really about a "good enough" agreement regarding wages, then the deal seems, well... good enough. BUT, the best part, is the language the BCTF legal team made around the furture court decision (the re-opener). They have it in writing that if we win the court case (which is likely) and when we have to start bargaining class size and comp again (that is exactly what Justice Susan Griffin said we would have to do) we will be STARTING from the 2002 levels. To make this simple to understand, I explained it to my friends using a number line. With this new language, the BCTF starts the next round of bargaining at say a 50. The government will want us to go to 10 or 15, and we'll compromise and end up maybe 25. But WITHOUT that language, we would have started bargaining at a 10 and only gone down from there. So I do believe it is the best deal possible, it still factors in the biggest issue (from my perspective), we do not lose the important gains of the past, and most importantly, everyone gets to go back to school.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 PM Mam Rose, I appreciate your point of view and your courage. However, let me point out to you and the readers that a decision at the BC supreme court might not turn out the way teachers anticipate. We all know that judges are appointed and who does the appointing? "All justices of the BCSC (including the position of Chief Justice and Associate Chief Justice) are appointed by the federal cabinet, on recommendation of the Minister of Justice. Masters are appointed by the provincial cabinet, on recommendation of the Attorney General in consultation with the Chief Justice." (Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Supreme_Court_of_British_Columbia) Now, I would like to think that all of those people are objective, but they are appointed and we know that there are political appointments. They have a lot of discretion over the laws and judgments. I am willing to bet that the BC Liberals do know this and are betitng the farm (or do they know something we don't know) that the Supreme Courts are stacked against teachers? So, I am not sure if we can count on a WIN if we proceed with the court ruling. I think we would be better to negotiate and negotiate a better deal.Delete Reply retaSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:57 AM Yes...no...yes...no...The last two days have been this. I’ve read so many articles and comments over the past few months and, I can say, I have learned a lot. I know this is not a great deal for teachers right now. I will be voting yes. This is why… 1. The children. Without going into the multiple issues (e.g., grad, post secondary, trades, sports, global education/trips, planned activities, those with varying degrees of special needs, those that need a soft place to land, etc., etc.) the children need to get on with their education. 2. The parents. For many parents, this strike is a financial burden. We do not like to be called baby sitters, but for many living below the poverty line, school is a financial relief. Winter is coming; gas bills will be expensive. 3. Poverty. Remember, BC has the highest child poverty rate in Canada. Schools feed and clothe numerous children. 4. The other systems educators work collaboratively with. MFCD, CYMH, foster parents, group homes, and the multitude of non-profit agencies that support vulnerable children and families are bursting at the seams. We are a part of that team. 5. CUPE. While some have been paid during this strike, that money is coming from districts. It was not provided by the government. And, CUPE is a partner in education - from the bus drivers to the tech dept to custodians to secretaries to EAs and so on. 6. Small Businesses. In our little towns, the school district is the number one employer. There is a direct cause-effect relationship between loss of wage and loss of business. 7. Money. The amount of money that is needed to reverse the erosion of the public education system over numerous years cannot be recouped in one sitting. This agreement is a start. It’s not much but the stage has been set. 8. THE COURT CASE. That is why we were on strike. All the other stuff could have been resolved months ago, but our government was working hard to make the court case go away. Well, it still exists. I consider that the victory. We live to fight another day (as rhetorical as that sounds) AND I hope people actually read the ruling and think critically about how a loss could impact the future of the Charter of Rights, and the power of government to contravene those rights. I am guessing we will vote to ratify as so many fear “what’s next?” from this government. It’s nasty business, and I think legislation would be next. VALUING PUBLIC EDUCATION needs to come from a STRONG, CONSISTENT public voice. If we do ratify the agreement, and those in the profession and public think we've given up, we have not. We’ve been fighting for years. We just haven’t been heard… until now. ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:21 AM I understand your point of view, but sometimes you have to fight to get what you want. This is a VERY bad deal, considering: Other people get on average 2.5% salary increases last year and this year and the next and the rest of us get 1% and must feel happy if we do.? (https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html) THIS DEAL is a horrendously BAD deal for kids/parents as well, of course. We are going to continue to be humiliated and be the laughing stock of many people of this province. After a decade of paycuts, WOW, this is what they are willing to offer! WOW! WOW! WOW!Delete Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:30 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Reply Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:37 PM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:08 PM Let's cross our fingers! I think we need a general strike by all unions if CC legislates teachers back. It is time to put the foot down and tell her and the Liberals that, as in the movie Network,"I am mad as hell and I won't take it anymore!"Delete Reply Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 8:26 PM Needs help on some stats for an online debate Looking for the last 10 or 15 years of contractual salary increases in %. So, 1% for 2001, 0% for 2002,...ReplyDelete Children FirstSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:00 PM Well it's all done now. Really hope the teacher's can find another angle to deal with class size and composition as well as student funding. The government will make sure the coming court case never swings your way no matter what. 2nd most expensive place to live in the the world!!! Wonder why and where the money goes??? ReplyDelete AnonSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 PM I'm an outsider, but have followed closely this whole fiasco and this is a RAW deal. Your union hung you out to dry on this one - taking a really bad deal (clearly no one from the BCTF had rudimentary math skills in their toolbox) and then publicly encouraging to the media that teachers accept the deal....what choice did you have - a no vote would have outraged the public. I could go on and on, but the bottom line, in my opinion, is that your union better get some stronger leaders who are PR and technology savvy. Out with Iker and the rest of those who bargained on your behalf - they just got ......well , we know that happened. Whew, can't even believe how screwed you got, absolutely amazing - nothing meaningful gained in the big picture and only very minor gains for a small group of people, bigger losses for the majority.. Wow - I better stop now. Best of luck. Thanks for all you do for our children. ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ▼  September (9) Reflections on the BC Teacher Strike BC Teacher strike - Lessons learned Response to Sandy Garossino Will the Education Fund improve classroom conditio... Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Class composition: a human rights perspective Class size and composition - a short visual histor... Guest post - I WILL HOLD THE LINE Teachers - let your leadership know it is time to ... ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12114,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2001 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 13, Number 7, May/June 2001 Gay straight alliances web site by James Chamberlain Students in Surrey have launched a web site to give teachers and students information on gay straight alliances (GSAs) and how to start them in schools. Visit www.surreygsa.ca. It is an excellent site for any student or teacher in any district who is thinking about starting a GSA or wanting more information on the topic. The site provides tips on how to start GSAs, questions to consider, resources, links to other sites, and safe and supportive contacts. A few locals have demonstrated leadership in starting GSAs in schools. The following districts have GSAs in operation: Burnaby, Coquitlam, Comox, Surrey, and Victoria. It takes only one or two dedicated teachers in a school to facilitate a GSA and make school a safer place for lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgendered students. That person could be you! For more information on how to set up a GSA, contact Gay and Lesbian Educators of B.C. (GALE-BC) at gale_bc@canada.com or 604-684-9872, ext. 2004. James Chamberlain teaches at Georges Vanier Elementary School, Surrey. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/issues/research.aspx?id=5830,BCTF > Data collection for selected Nanaimo schools, 2001-02 and 2002-03  	Untitled Page  For Teachers For Parents For Media Home E-mail Lists Links A to Z Index Contact Us Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources Home > Issues in Education > Inclusive Education > Research Project Data collection for selected Nanaimo schools, 2001-02 and 2002-03   Student headcount enrolment. S.R. 1581 Student FTE enrolment. S.R. 1581 Student enrolment (headcount). S.R. 1581 Student FTE enrolment. S.R. 1581   2001-02 2001-02 2002-03 2002-03 Dover Bay Secondary 1,650 1,646.125 1,652 1,647.5625 Forest Park Elementary 304 286 283 264 Georgia Avenue Elementary 495 470.5 465 447.5 Ladysmith Secondary 823 817.75 857 849.5 McGirr Elementary 472 448 451 428 Nanaimo District Secondary 1,259 1,231.4375 1,240 1,214.0625   ESL/ESD headcount enrolment. S.R. 1586C Sp Ed enrolment - excluding Gifted. Form 1701 Sp Ed enrolment - Gifted. Form 1701 International student headcount enrolment. S.R. 1589   2001-02 2002-03 2001-02 2002-03 2001-02 2002-03 2001-02 2002-03 Dover Bay Secondary 17 17   106   70 5 10 Forest Park Elementary 28 21   21   6 0 0 Georgia Avenue Elementary 70 47   56   4 0 0 Ladysmith Secondary 0 0   52   20 1 0 McGirr Elementary 9 13   18   13 1 0 Nanaimo District Secondary 30 24   134   62 0 13   Teacher headcount. S.R. 1568 FTE educators.* S.R. 2089   2001-02 2002-03 2001-02 2002-03 Dover Bay Secondary 93 86 89.106 83.52 Forest Park Elementary 22 16 15.536 14.696 Georgia Avenue Elementary 32 29 28.138 26.082 Ladysmith Secondary 49 46 45.084 44.075 McGirr Elementary 26 23 22.815 21.932 Nanaimo District Secondary 75 68 66.697 64.93 * Note: "educators" includes classroom teachers, non-enrolling teachers, and administrative officers. We have requested Form 1601 data from the district, which provides these numbers separately. SOURCES: Standard Report 1581: Headcount and FTE enrolment by grade, school, and district, 2001-02 and 2002-03 Standard Report 1586C: Headcount enrolment in English as a second language by gender, grade, school, and district, 2001-02 and 2002-03 (Form 1701) Special education summary by school, as at September 30, 2002 (has been requested for September 2001) Standard Report 1589: Non-resident enrolment headcount and FTE, by school and district, 2001-02 and 2002-03 Standard Report 1568: Teacher headcount by school and school type within district, 2001-02 and 2002-03 Standard Report 2089: Public school student/educator ratio by school within district, 2001-02 and 2002-03 All Standard Report data are collected by districts as of September 30 of each school year. They are available on the ministry web site at www.bced.gov.bc.ca/k12datareports/ .   About Us | News & Events | Publications | Advocacy & Action | Social Justice | Issues in Education © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=31651,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2014 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 26, Number 4, Jan./Feb. 2014   Solidarity spotlight: Bangladesh factories Stop industrial murder, buy “clean” clothes  Twelve and ten years of age. That’s how young Kalpona Akter and her brother were when they began working at a garment factory in Bangladesh. Their pay, for working 15 hour days in a run-down, dilapidated, and unsafe building, was $6 a month. Kalpona Akter was in Vancouver in November to speak at a BC Federation of Labour conference. Delegates were spellbound as she spoke about the Rana Plaza garment factory and the collapse of the building that killed more than 1,000 workers last spring. She reminded delegates that this most recent tragedy was not the first but one of many. She recalled her own experience in 1990 when fire broke out in the factory she worked at. “When we tried to leave, the managers locked the doors. Workers were trying to get down the stairwell but were trapped. Fortunately, the fire did not spread throughout the building. That time no one died.” She was imprisoned last year for trying to organize a union, and one of her co-workers was brutally beaten and killed. One might wonder why she does this kind of work but her answer is straightforward. “When I was 15 years old, some of my co-workers and I went on strike because the factory was cutting our pay. I learned about an organization in Dhaka; it was a labour education centre sponsored by the AFL-CIO (American Federation of Labour). I took some courses about labour rights and my life was changed. I knew I could not make things better for only me—it has to be done for everyone.” Kalpona no longer works in a garment factory; instead she runs the Bangladesh Centre for Worker Solidarity in Dhaka, the capital city. Her organization advocates for garment workers; they try to enforce regulations, help workers unionize, and lobby for better and safe working conditions. The BC Federation of Labour also organized a lunch time rally the day Kalpona was in Vancouver to inform shoppers about who makes their clothes and the conditions they’re made under. BCTF Executive Committee and many local representatives participated. Jim Sinclair, BC Federation of Labour president, described the Rana Plaza tragedy as “industrial murder.” “The factory, before it collapsed, had been cited for safety violations but the owners did nothing. Canadians don’t want to wear clothes made with the blood of workers’ hands.” He called on Canadian companies like The Bay and Canadian Tire to sign on to the Bangladesh Factory Fire and Safety Accord. The accord ensures that independent and regular safety inspections of Bangladeshi garment factories takes place. And if factories violating safety practices have to shut down while carrying out repairs, the workers will not lose any pay. After the rally, about 50 people, along with Kalpona Akter and Jim Sinclair, crossed the street, entered The Bay, and walked throughout the store chanting “Join the Accord.” One news reporter pointing to a sweater on a rack priced at over $200 asked Kalpona how long a Bangladeshi worker would have to work to buy the sweater. She answered that it would take at least six months, but that each day, garment workers produced hundreds of single sweaters like the one on the hanger. Loblaw, a Canadian company owned by the Weston family and incidentally the second wealthiest family in Canada, produces the Joe Fresh clothing line, had a contract with the Rana Plaza garment factory. After sustained outcry and pressure, Loblaw have now signed on to the international accord but according to Kalpona have not paid the families of those killed or injured all of the compensation money Loblaw promised them. When asked how Canadians could support Bangladeshi garment workers, Kalpona stated, “Please put pressure on companies like The Bay, Canadian Tire, Walmart, Gap, and Target to join the international accord. The working conditions will only improve when we have a legally binding accord that has the ability to regulate and set standards.” Visit the Clean Clothes Campaign at http://cleanclothes.org/issues/faq-safety-accord or the Bangladesh Fire and Safety Accord at http://tinyurl.com/bangladesh-fireandsafetyaccord    Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9858&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept./Oct. 2002 Wells leads spirited resistance to massive school closures by Nancy Knickerbocker "The Golden North" is the name of a brilliant mural that students and local artists have painted on the south wall of the Wells-Barkerville Elementary School. An enormous compass points due north, surrounded by images depicting wildlife and the gold-rush heritage of the town. The mural is a colourful symbol of a community that cares so much about public education they simply won’t take no for an answer. In all of the 44 B.C. neighbourhoods facing closure of their local schools this fall, no where have residents defended their public school more fiercely than in the tiny town of Wells, located high in the Cariboo Mountains, 80 kilometres east of Quesnel. After the Quesnel school board decided to close the school, the people of Wells were afraid all their hopes and plans for the town would be dashed. Business leaders predicted that jobs could be jeopardized and economic development would stall, without a school to anchor families in the community. Parents saw their town emptied of its youngsters, and vowed never to let that happen. They worried about little children spending more than two hours a day on the bus over a mountainous route that can be treacherous in winter. "The children of Wells are not getting on that bus. They are going to go to school right here in our community this fall. That’s it. Period," says parent Carrie Johnston, who joined other moms and kids outside the locked doors of their school on September 3. Parents, politicians, students, artists, and entrepreneurs in Wells remain united in their determination to save the centre of community and life-long learning. Besides being the only public school in town, Wells-Barkerville Elementary is also home to Island Mountain Arts, which offers adult courses in everything from quilting to choral singing and Celtic harp. Students come from across Canada and the United States and beyond, bringing tourist dollars and creative verve to the community. Visit the school, talk to the teacher, meet a few of the children, and it’s easy to see why people are so passionate about saving Wells-Barkerville Elementary. Teacher Linda Davis chose to spend the last three years of her 29-year career in the classroom in Wells. Last year she had a class of 15 students from Kindergarten to Grade 7. Fortunately for them, she arrived with a lifetime of experience—60 boxes of primary materials and 25 boxes of intermediate supplies. When the board voted to close their school, "it was pretty traumatic" for the students, Davis said. "The children were very upset. It was almost a grieving situation. We had to do a lot of talking." Now retired, Davis feels, "it would be a terrible disaster for the community if the school were to be closed. A community is not a community without young children and families. There’s no future." The Wells Chamber of Commerce, the school’s Parent Advisory Council, and local politicians made eloquent presentations urging the school board to reverse its decision. They appealed to Victoria for help, but neither Education Minister Christy Clark, nor Cariboo North MLA Dr. John Wilson, would respond. By mid-summer, Chamber of Commerce vice-president Claire Kujundzic, a local artist and gallery owner, launched a hunger strike to back the community’s demand that the school stay open. "Facing this government, a lot of people feel powerless and hopeless," she said. "But you can do something! Starting the fast really made me feel empowered." Claire stopped eating on July 16, maintained the fast for 12 days, until she began suffering chest pain. Her doctor advised her that she was sustaining heart damage, and urged her to end the hunger strike. She did, but others took it up including the 71-year-old mayor of Wells, Dave Hendrixson. He lost more than 10 kilos but gained a provincial profile as 33 days passed without food and still he couldn’t get any action out of the Liberals or the trustees. "For the life of me, I can’t understand our school board," said Hendrixson. "I remember Gordon Campbell promising that when he got in, there wasn’t going to be any more downloading onto the municipalities. But if this isn’t downloading, what is? Now I can’t even get an appointment with Christy Clark. We got the same stock answer from both of them in form letters." Claire and her husband, Bill Horne, hosted a constant stream of supporters and well-wishers throughout the summer, including B.C. Federation of Labour President Jim Sinclair and BCTF President Neil Worboys. Under the B.C. Liberal government’s new education funding formula, Wells-Barkerville Elementary School qualifies for something called the Small Communities Grant. This provincial grant of $100,000 per year is designed to assist rural and remote schools, acknowledging that they aren’t able to take advantage of the economies of scale available in more populous districts. It is particularly galling to the people of Wells that, although the board now is willing to negotiate some kind of cost-sharing agreement to keep the school open, they don’t acknowledge that the $100,000 is earmarked for the Wells school. Adding insult to injury, at the same time the board voted to close their school, they gave district administrators salary increases totaling $120,000. The Wells municipal council and the school’s PAC, also sent letters urgently requesting that Clark appoint a special advisor to help find a solution. However, in the Liberals’ New Era of flexibility and autonomy, the education minister insists that she bears no responsibility at all for ensuring that boards actually spend the grant on the small schools. Clark says the trustees made the decision to close the school and they—not her—will be held accountable for it in the November 16 municipal and school-board elections. As if their problems aren’t serious enough, community members are even more worried about rumours this year’s deep cuts are nothing compared to what’s coming next year. "They are just trying to delay the terrible choices in Quesnel until after the election," said PAC chair Will Lepine. Nancy Knickerbocker is the BCTF’s media relations officer. Facts This fall, 44 communities around the province have lost their local schools because of Liberal funding cuts. It’s the largest number of school closures in B.C. history, and it’s hitting rural communities hardest. If your school was closed down, write us with your thoughts on its halls being silent this September. School closures Burnaby Canada Way Education Centre, Burnaby Campbell River Central Elementary, Campbell River Maple Elementary, Campbell River Cariboo-Chilcotin Chimney Creek Elementary, Williams Lake Central Okanagan Bellevue Creek Elementary, Kelowna George Pringle Secondary, Westbank Peachland Primary. Peachland Coast Mountains Alexander Elementary, Kitimat Cormorant Elementary, Kitimat Copper Mountain Elementary, Terrace Parkside Elementary, Terrace Stewart Elementary, Stewart Cowichan Valley Mount Brenton Elementary, Ladysmith Sahtlam Annex, Duncan Honeymoon Bay Elementary, Honeymoon Bay Gold Trail Riverview Elementary, Lillooet Kootenay-Columbia Blueberry Creek Community School, Castlegar Cook Avenue Elementary, Rossland Sunningdale Elementary, Trail Valley Vista Elementary, Castlegar Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Thornhill Primary, Maple Ridge Peace River South Grandview Annex, Dawson Creek Kelly Lake Elem-Jr Secondary, Kelly Lake Powell River J P Dallos Middle School, Powell River Prince George Blackburn Junior Secondary, Prince George Gladstone Elementary, Prince George Haldi Road Elementary, Prince George Hart Highway Elementary, Prince George Mountain View Elementary, Mackenzie Nechako North Elementary, Prince George Seymour Elementary, Prince George Quesnel Rich Bar Elementary, Quesnel Wells-Barkerville Elementary, Wells Revelstoke Big Eddy Elementary, Revelstoke Rocky Mountain Chapman Camp Elementary, Kimberley Meadowbrook Elementary, Kimberley Wasa Elementary, Wasa Canal Flats Junior Secondary, Canal Flats Radium Elementary, Radium Columbia Valley Elementary, Parson Edelweiss Elementary, Golden Southeast Kooteney C.L. Salvador Elementary, Fernie Elkford Elementary, Elkford Muriel Baxter Elementary, Cranbrook)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13816,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > April 1998 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 10, Number 6, April 1998 Bargaining Gap between BCTF and BCPSEA still wide by Rick Beardsley A document recently sent to all MLAs by the employers’ bargaining agent, BCPSEA, illustrates the fundamental differences between the two sides attempting to negotiate a provincial collective agreement. It also indicates that the gap has not been bridged after more than a year of bargaining. That is why the BCTF engaged in discussions with government representatives to attempt to conclude a collective agreement. The most striking differences are found in class size/class composition, posting and filling, and evaluation. According to their booklet, BCPSEA wants “flexibility for school boards to determine teacher workloads…” (p. 4) Here are some quotes from Bargaining for Better Public Education (BCPSEA, March 19, 1998): “More flexible class size/ composition language would recognize the unique needs of individual students and allow teachers and principals to derive local solutions (p. 5). …collective agreement provisions allow teachers to fill teaching positions based on seniority even though these teachers may have only basic qualifications (p. 8). …the current collective agreement makes it nearly impossible to evaluate a teacher’s performance… (p. 10).” These statements misrepresent current practices and contract provisions to make the case for greater managerial control. The BCTF position on all these items is to roll over current contract provisions, fairly negotiated in previous rounds of collective bargaining. All contracts allow for an evaluation process that is fair and reasonable and provides for emergent situations. BCPSEA is looking to shortcut one of the most important elements of teachers’ working relationships. Expediency should not drive the complex matter of evaluation. The comment on teachers having only basic qualifications is again misleading as B.C. has the highest certification requirements in Canada. At the Public Education Conference on February 21, 1998, Premier Glen Clark made this statement about B.C. teachers: There is no province, no state, no country in the world that has teachers who are better educated or better qualified than British Columbia’s. Existing contracts provide for seniority and qualifications, not seniority alone, to be considered when making staffing decisions. BCPSEA’s statements on class size/class composition are most alarming when seen in light of the “actual situation” presented to illustrate its concerns. The following scenario, from page 7 of BCPSEA’s booklet, makes the point that because not all students are present in class every day by reason of illness or other factors, class-size limits should not strictly apply: “BCPSEA’s proposal is to remove class-size limits from contract in the name of flexibility. We know from past experience when class size was not limited by contract that classes were much larger and that there were marked inequities in the loads carried by teachers. In the era of integration, class composition is much different from what it was and class-size limits are essential to maintaining a high quality of education.” That BCPSEA wants unilateral control of working conditions reveals the deep split in how we see teaching. We see teaching as professional practice, where teachers exercise professional judgments in their work with their colleagues. BCPSEA sees teaching as line work to be directed by line managers. The BCTF is after reasonable working conditions for teachers and reasonable learning conditions for students. Expectations for what teachers do in their daily work have grown tremendously in the past 10 years, and teachers want to negotiate fairly to determine workloads, staffing, and class size, the conditions of their professional practice. Rick Beardsley is an assistant director in the BCTF’s Organization Support Division. BCTF strike vote procedures 44.14—That the following be the voting procedures for a strike vote: That the Executive Committee: a. set the date(s) for a strike vote following the receipt of advice from the Bargaining Team and the Advisory Council of Local Presidents; b. appoint a returning officer; c. be authorized to make necessary modifications to the voting process to meet unexpected or emergent circumstances. That the following procedures apply to a provincial strike vote: a. The vote will be conducted in compliance with the Labour Relations Code Regulations, which require: i. that all employees in the bargaining unit shall receive at least 48 hours notice of the vote; and, ii. the vote shall be conducted by secret ballot. b. The vote will be conducted in all parts of the province in the same period of time to be not less than one day and not to exceed three days; c. Notice of the vote will be: i. posted to all schools and other major work sites; and, ii. provided in local newsletters or bulletins to all members; d. The executive of each local shall notify the returning officer of the local’s request to conduct the vote in that local in one of the following manners: i. at all schools. ii. at specific central schools. iii. at a general meeting(s). iv. at a general meeting(s). and at a specific school(s). The returning officer shall approve the request and the vote shall be conducted in that manner in that local unless the returning officer is of the view that the request is unworkable or does not afford members a reasonable opportunity to vote, in which case the local shall conduct the vote in the manner selected by the Returning Officer. e. Reasonable provision shall be made for advance voting for members who will not be able to vote in their local during the voting period; f.The vote will be counted centrally and reported out on a province-wide basis; g. A Technical Advisory Committee of five persons shall be appointed by the Executive Committee to assist the returning officer at the provincial level; h. Each local shall appoint a local returning officer to assist the provincial returning officer; i. The count shall be conducted by the provincial returning officer, with assistance from the Technical Advisory Committee. Any information obtained during the count, except the provincial results of the vote, shall remain confidential; j. The results of the vote will be reported by the returning officer to the Federation president and the Executive Committee. The president will notify the Bargaining Team and local presidents of the results of the vote, prior to any public release of the count. (Jan. 97 RA, pp. 7-8) Source: BCTF Members’ Guide to the BCTF, 1998. The Executive Committee appointed Diane Nelson (North Vancouver) returning officer and Jean Chan (Langley), Larry Field (Gulf Islands), Jean Kiergel (Nicola Valley), Todd Solarik (Nelson) and Lynn Owens Whalen (Richmond) to the Technical Advisory Committee. Bargaining Background The background Pre-1987 Teachers did not have the right to engage in full collective bargaining. We could negotiate salary and benefits, but if there were no agreement, the matter went to binding arbitration. BCTF membership provisions and sick-leave entitlement were legislated, but we had no legal right to negotiate the professional conditions of our employment. Class size was determined by the administration. Classes over 30 were common, and many included students with special needs (pre-integration). Before changes to the Employment Standards Act in 1979, many women were forced to resign their teaching positions when they became pregnant. Teachers on call generally had no employment rights. The present system of three less-than-satisfactory reports before dismissal was placed in the School Act. 1987 Government gave teachers a choice of forming associations with limited bargaining rights, or forming unions with full collective-bargaining rights. Teachers overwhelmingly signed up with the BCTF and chose to form unions in every school district. Locals negotiated the old legislated provisions into their collective agreements and gained new provisions covering class size, mainstreaming, leaves of absence, and professional development. Teachers had a measure of control over their working conditions and students’ learning conditions. The employer no longer had the final say on issues covered in the collective agreement. The grievance procedure gave the right to challenge any breach of the agreement and go before an arbitrator. 1994 Government imposed two-tiered provincial bargaining on teachers. That meant taking the 75 collective agreements and attempting to establish one agreement for major cost items. We set up interim structures and developed language to protect the provisions in our existing agreements. 1995 Provincial bargaining between the BCTF and the BCPSEA began on March 1, 1995. The BCTF worked for improvements to support the greater demands developing in the schools. After more than a year of negotiations, very little progress had been made because BCPSEA was intent on removing working conditions gained after years of struggle. 1996 In the spring of 1996, government stepped in to bring the two sides together. On May 9, 1996, the BCTF and the BCPSEA signed an agreement in committee that was later ratified by the membership of each organization. The new provincial agreement maintained the terms of the then current local collective agreements throughout the province unless they had been specifically modified. Class size/class composition and other working/learning conditions provisions were rolled over. Improvements were made with provincial language on grievance procedure, non-sexist environment (anti-harrassment), and early retirement. 1997 A two-year deal, the 1996 agreement, expires June 30, 1998. The agreement provided for the next round of negotiations to open March 1, 1997, and named Don Munroe as a facilitator. The facilitator may, at the request of either party, assist the parties in reaching agreement on the substance of the matters in dispute, and he may make recommendations when he reports out. The BCTF and the BCPSEA exchanged packages in early September, and it was clear from the outset that the employer was determined to strip the contract of working and learning conditions gained over previous rounds of collective bargaining. The BCTF vowed no contract stripping and called for improvements in service levels for libraries, counselling, learning assistance, ESL support, and support for children with special needs. The BCTF also called on the provincial government to provide full and adequate funding for public education. 1998 Again, after months of bargaining, it was clear that the two sides were far apart on fundamental issues, and government representatives became involved to help broker a deal. Since February, we have been involved in talks with government representatives in an expedited process. That process has not yet yielded a contract. — Rick Beardsley Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141008,thetyee.ca,http://thetyee.ca/News/2014/07/10/BC-Teacher-Bargaining-Is-Broken/,Who Says Teacher Bargaining Is Broken? | The Tyee About Advertise Follow Support RSS Topic Aboriginal Affairs BC Election 2013 BC Politics Education Energy Environment Federal Politics Film Food Gender + Sexuality Health Housing Labour + Industry Local Economy Media Municipal Politics Music Photo Essays Podcasts Politics Rights + Justice Science + Tech Transportation Travel Urban Planning + Architecture News Culture Opinion National MediaCheck Solutions Join Craving crack civic election coverage? Help fund it... News Who Says Teacher Bargaining Is Broken? We ask people who've seen bargaining up close if a faulty process is to blame. By Katie Hyslop, 10 Jul 2014, TheTyee.ca   Tweet Teachers picket outside of Queen Alexandra Elementary in Vancouver on May 26. Photo by David P. Ball. Updated: Everything You Need to Know about BC Teacher Bargaining Past agreements may hint at where current talks are headed. With latest job action developments. When Christy Clark Ran BC's Schools On her quest to be premier, Clark lugs baggage from past political battles. What did they teach her? Updated: As Strike Continues, Teacher Bargaining Facilitator Steps Aside Ministry yet to respond to union request for mediation. Read more: Education, Labour + Industry, BC Politics Before he left his post as chief executive officer of the BC Public School Employers' Association in 2013, Hugh Finlayson added to the fine B.C. tradition of making recommendations to fix teacher bargaining. Before him had come the 1987 Royal Commission on Education, the 1993 Commission of Inquiry into the Public Service and Public Sector, the 2003 Don Wright report, and the 2007 Vince Ready report. Few of those reports' recommendations had been adopted, and teacher collective bargaining in 2011-12 had been protracted and brutal, ending only when government legislated teachers back to bargaining table and threatened fines if they went on strike. But unlike his predecessors, Finlayson didn't declare bargaining broken. Rather his report -- broken into three parts -- set out to start a "reasoned informed discussion" on teacher bargaining. "If the capacity, ability or willingness does not exist to make meaningful change, there's the potential that a worse bargaining dynamic will result," he wrote. "Let's figure out how to make wise choices." Those wise choices have yet to be made and today teachers and the BC Public School Employers Association have been negotiating for over 18 months, with teachers engaged in escalating strike action for close to four months and employers responding with a partial lockout. Yet they're still too far apart for a mediator to help them reach a deal. During the 2012 bargaining stalemate The Tyee asked former BC Teachers' Federation presidents how they would change bargaining. This time The Tyee Solutions Society reached out to a policy researcher, trustees, and even a historian to talk about their opinions on the health of teacher bargaining, and where both sides can and should go from here. So is the process broken? The jury, just like school, is out. Bargaining pendulum swung to government John Malcolmson hasn't worked for the BC Teachers' Federation for 20 years, but the former research analyst in the union's bargaining division has kept his eye on teacher contract negotiations since he left. He's observed over the years that no matter how teachers bargain with their employers, there's always one side that comes out on top. When Malcolmson started at the union in 1982, teachers bargained locally with their 75 school districts for one-year contracts. Unlike all other trade unions in B.C., teachers bargained under the School Act instead of the provincial Labour Code. Negotiations were limited to wages and benefits, and if bargaining, which began in January, failed to reach a contract by November compulsory arbitration would take over. Striking was out of the question. Then in 1987 Social Credit Premier Bill Vander Zalm changed the bargaining structure so teachers' could bargain under the labour code like other trade unions, giving them the right to strike and dropping the mandatory arbitration. Where the previous bargaining model didn't include teachers' working conditions, how they were evaluated, or the right to strike if they were unhappy, the new system brought all those elements to the table. "Teachers were successful in negotiating class size and class composition into their agreements," said Malcolmson. "Agreements grew substantially in that period, and teachers' got a taste of what it was like to have a direct role in negotiating their work conditions." The local angle But Malcolmson believes local trustees felt "outgunned" in bargaining negotiations. Teachers, coached by their union in centralized bargaining methods, were better prepared for bargaining than school trustees, who Malcolmson says were under resourced in comparison. If teachers in one district got a sweet deal, union members in other districts could use it as leverage to achieve similar results. It was expensive model for government, and in 1994 under the New Democratic Party they decided to rein it in. They created the BC Public Service Employers' Council by creating provincial employer bodies to negotiate with labour unions, including the BC Public School Employers' Council and six employers' associations including the BC Public School Employers' Association. Government also created a two-tier bargaining structure for teachers where some issues were negotiated provincially while others remained local. "[The employers' association] could resource teacher employers to have a more coordinated system of how they bargain, to coordinate the distribution of resources, to allow government to have a clearer hand in determining bargaining," said Malcolmson, adding governments have been loath to give up control ever since. Not surprisingly, the teachers union prefers to bargain locally, where the players involved have a stronger connection to the daily functioning of a public school. There have only been three negotiated contracts since this new bargaining formula was unveiled. Malcolmson, who now works as a researcher for the national branch of the Canadian Union of Public Employees, believes the current model is broken because it clearly favours the employer, especially since 2002 when then-education minister Christy Clark used Bill 28 to strip teachers' contracts of class size, composition, and specialist teacher-to-student ratios, and teachers' right to negotiate them in future contracts. Despite two BC Supreme Court cases ruling the move unconstitutional, Malcolmson notes the government has succeeded in "essentially establishing tight fiscal control" over teacher bargaining. 'Broken assumes that something was working well': Denike Ken Denike is one of the longest serving trustees in B.C. today, elected to the Vancouver School Board for the first time in 1984. He agrees with Malcolmson that bargaining from 1987-1994 did not go in the employers' favour. But he doesn't believe bargaining under the BC Public School Employers Association has been an improvement. "Saying it's 'broken' assumes that something was working well and then it broke down," said Denike, who sat on the employers' association's board of directors from 1998 to 2013. "The whole system has really never meshed, in my experience." Education historian Thomas Fleming chronicled the history of teacher-government relations in British Columbia from its 19th century beginnings until 2010 in his book Worlds Apart: British Columbia Schools, Politics, and Labour Relations Before and After 1972. In it Fleming lays blame for the bargaining stalemate at the feet of the teachers, trustees, and government, but saves his harshest criticism for the teachers' union. "[Compared to other province's teachers' unions] we have a very truculent union, and we have a union that believes it's entitled to make school policy, whether it has to do with class size or composition, and so on. So the union has always been remarkably ambitious," said Fleming, who also served as research director on the 1987 Royal Commission on Education. Still he maintains just because the teachers and the government rarely achieve a negotiated contract settlement doesn't mean the system is broken. Like so many others have done recently, Fleming compares the situation to a marriage, saying just because some marriages fail doesn't mean marriage itself is broken. "All relationships need a certain amount of trust and optimism at their core to go forward," he told The Tyee Solutions Society. "We've tried three or four different bargaining structures; there's nothing the matter with them, the bargaining structures are fine." Bargaining isn't the problem: Joy Kootenay Lake trustee Mel Joy sat as a director of the employers' association's from 2008 to 2013, serving as board chair from January 2011 until 2013. During her time as chair, Justice Susan Griffin ruled for the first time government stripping teacher contracts of class size, composition, and specialty teacher-to-student ratios under Bill 28 in 2002 was unconstitutional. During the same time period a bargaining stalemate meant teachers engaged in a seven month administrative strike before government passed legislation banning strikes until a deal was reached. Joy was the employers' public bargaining voice at the time, but earlier this year, shortly after Griffin ruled for the second time that stripping teachers of the right to bargain their working conditions was unconstitutional, Joy stunned the education community by publicly supporting Griffin's finding that government had not bargained "in good faith" during the 2012 teacher contract negotiations. Still Joy doesn't believe teacher bargaining is broken. Rather the process of trying to fix bargaining is a distraction from what is really wrong with teacher bargaining in B.C. "Starting with essential service legislation, taking class size out of the scope of bargaining, two court cases and bad faith and dismantling of a bargaining structure the parties agreed on is the problem," she wrote in an email to The Tyee Solutions Society. "The more that the focus is on who controls the bargaining process and who has the most power, the less the focus will be on the bargaining table and getting to an agreement." Change where the money comes from Ending the current teachers' strike and bargaining stalemate is more important to Denike right now than restructuring bargaining. The government doesn't have to legislate to get there, he adds. They just need to wait the union out, even if that means classes don't start on time in September. "It's unfortunate: the kids are suffering and parents don't know at this point what's going to happen coming back in September, and I really feel for those parents and those kids," he said. That's where his sympathies end, however. "[Government and teachers] are like two kids fighting under a blanket: it doesn't matter which one you whap," Denike said, adding both sides are entrenched in their own camps. Both Malcolmson and Fleming want to see a change to the resources allocated to public education, but they approach the issue from different sides. Malcolmson wants government to stop forcing austerity on teachers and increase education funding. "The system is frozen at this point because there's no resourcing to make it unstuck. We've been, in this province, under either funding freezes and minuscule increases for so long now and they've become entrenched as the norm that essentially it has bogged the system down to the point that it is completely unresponsive," he said. How would government support these funding increases? By undoing the provincial income tax cuts it made early in the 2000s, Malcolmson suggests. But Fleming believes we should return to a model of education funding where property taxes go to local schools only. Then teachers and trustees would have a better idea of how much money they had to work with. "You need a new financial structure so that those who demand services in schools have to actually pay for them. That you can't just roll this out of general revenues," he said, adding there should also be a top-up fund to help districts with smaller populations. Frameworks and power struggles The bargaining structure is irrelevant, Joy notes, as long as the bargaining relationship remains a power struggle between two parties. That's not going to change any time soon if one party at the table has the power to stop negotiations and legislate a contract at any time. She cites a recommendation from mediator Vince Ready's 2007 industrial inquiry report on teacher bargaining, which the union rejected at the time, calling for both sides to come together to set a bargaining framework before negotiations began. That's exactly what the union and the employers' association did before they started bargaining in Feb. 2013. "This in itself was proof that the bargaining relationship was strengthening and both parties were prepared to try something new," said Joy. But one day before the two sides voted to ratify the framework, government released its' own bargaining framework bringing up the idea of a 10-year teachers deal, as well as introducing mandatory mediation within four months if bargaining didn't produce a deal. The union called the framework "irrelevant" and the employers' association was unsure how it would work with the existing framework. Six months later government halted bargaining, dismissed the employers' board of directors, and appointed their own chief negotiator and public administrator to the employers' association, asking for a 10-year deal. "The 10 year deal idea that they said they needed a restructuring in bargaining to achieve has shrunk to a proposal for six and the longest strike in history proceeds," said Joy, adding trustees, not government, should be in charge of bargaining with teachers. "The politics needs to be left behind and the bargaining table needs to become the priority." Read more: Education, Labour + Industry, BC Politics Katie Hyslop reports on education and youth issues for The Tyee Solutions Society. Follow her on Twitter.   Tweet What have we missed? What do you think? We want to know. Comment below. Keep in mind: Do: Verify facts, debunk rumours Add context and background Spot typos and logical fallacies Highlight reporting blind spots Ignore trolls Treat all with respect and curiosity Connect with each other Do not: Use sexist, classist, racist or homophobic language Libel or defame Bully or troll Troll patrol. Instead, flag suspect activity. Please enable JavaScript to view the comments powered by Disqus. comments powered by Disqus LNG a chance, not a windfall, says BC throne speech Postmedia could soon own almost every English newspaper in Canada. What could possibly go wrong? VIEW: Voting for your principles is 'strategic voting' Petition opposes BC's 'potential muzzling' of non-profits More troubles for BC's big LNG plans Tirade at Tyee by immigration minister's top aide analyzed tweet by tweet Government slow to respond to FOIs? No need to tell Bob Mackin Converting ferries to LNG will save money, reduce fares: CEO See more » Tyee Video Picks Submitted by Tyee staff, Today Last chance to see 'The Vancouver Asahi' baseball story at VIFF. Where do these videos come from? From you. Suggest one here! Most Popular Can 'Cuisine' Make a Better School Lunch? What I Saw with a German Tour of the Oilsands Don't Give Postmedia More Local Monopolies First Nations 'Front and Centre Now': Pierre Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign How Much Do You Trust Canada's Wireless Giants? Christy Clark's No Pro at LNG Poker BC Filmmaking Duo Passes the Acid Test For Kids, the Meal Is the Message Most Emailed Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign For Kids, the Meal Is the Message Understanding Harper's Evangelical Mission Who'd Be a School Trustee in 2014? Why New Euro-Canada Treaty Is a Gift to Oil Firms BC Filmmaking Duo Passes the Acid Test We Must Heed Naomi Klein's Call China Deal Trumps Province, First Nations on Energy Projects: Treaty Expert Fired Researcher Who Killed Self Was Evaluating Drug Backed by Clark Climate Warriors Must Forge Stronger Alliances, Now Reported Elsewhere Postmedia could soon own almost every English newspaper in Canada (via DeSmog) Petronas CEO warns of 15-year delay to BC LNG project (via G&M) BC government apologizes for firing worker who later killed himself (via the Victoria Times-Colonist) From Tibet to Taiwan, China's outer regions watch Hong Kong protests intently (via the New York Times) It's a shame Jean-Claude Duvalier died a free man, says ex-UN prosecutor (via CBC News) Vancouver's cabbies take aim at Uber (via The Province) Keurig's coffee supremacy challenged by Canadian firm (via Yahoo! News) North and South Korea 'agree to talks' (via BBC News) See more » Your BC: The Tyee's Photo Pool Join The Tyee's Flickr group » View previous selections » Most Commented What I Saw with a German Tour of the Oil Sands (132 comments) Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign (76 comments) 'The Environment Is the Economy': MP Weston (106 comments) Fired Researcher Who Killed Self Was Evaluating Drug Backed by Clark (57 comments) Climate Warriors Must Forge Stronger Alliances, Now (53 comments) ISIS Threat: Let's Refuse to be Scared (79 comments) We Must Heed Naomi Klein's Call (309 comments) Christy Clark's No Pro at LNG Poker (38 comments) Six Steps to Protect Canadians from Flaws in China Trade Deal (128 comments) How Labour Unions Make Us Healthier (31 comments) About The Tyee National Pool Contributors Advertise Contact Funding Jobs Master Classes Privacy Policy Submissions Support The Tyee News Culture Opinion National Mediacheck Solutions Video Publications Tyee News Weekly Archives The Hook Other BC Blogs Reported Elsewhere Steve Burgess Murray Dobbin Michael Geist Crawford Kilian Rafe Mair Andrew Nikiforuk Shannon Rupp Bill Tieleman Dorothy Woodend Follow The Tyee Subscribe by email Subscribe by RSS Tyee Mobile App Managed Hosting by Gossamer Threads × Share article via email Send this article to: Your email address: Your message: Would you like to receive The Tyee's headlines free by email? Yes, every day. Yes, once a week. I already subscribe. No, thanks. Submit Show form again » Close)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=15666,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2008 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 20, Number 6, April 2008  Readers write Down with homework Regarding "Down with Homework!" (Teacher, Jan./Feb. 2008). As a teacher of senior English, I have gradually moved to a no-homework policy (the only exception being the reading of novels, for which there is simply not enough class time). Senior students have athletics, hobbies, social lives, and jobs, all of which are inescapable if not essential parts of modern life. I want to respect students’ needs to become fully rounded individuals rather than being overstressed, always-studying educational automata. Students are given enough class time to do the work, resulting in much more work being done, skills being developed, and attitudes toward school being improved. There has been no loss of skill or marks as nearly as I can tell, on both in-school assessment and on provincial exams. We have also moved into fully student-directed literature studies, where students choose the novels and stories they read. We have our students doing 15 minutes of non-school-related (but for-credit, if students so choose) silent reading daily. The result? Kids are reading more, enjoying reading, and in a school of 1,300, we have 1,200 books signed out of the library at any given time. You know you are doing something right when the librarian has waiting lists for novels and buys more books because the kids have so many signed out—this in a school with a high ESL population. The upshot of all this is that giving students less homework and more choice seems to be paying off. Chris Stolz, Surrey Isn’t it a great feeling when your own classroom philosophies and practices are supported by widely known "colleagues"? Hooray for Alfie Kohn in the Jan./Feb. 2008 Teacher! I have been retired for more than 10 years, after a 35-year elementary school teaching career beginning in 1961. My connection with the classrooms now consists of supervising student teachers as they complete their practica in local classrooms. I continuously question the practicality of assigning homework specifically to be done at home. "It teaches them responsibility; it creates interaction with parents; the drill work makes for more complete understanding." I don’t accept much of any of these arguments. Most parents, at the end of their work shifts, have had enough for the day and do not carry "extra practice" home with them from their clerical, labour, or professional occupational tasks, and it doesn’t make sense that children should be asked to do this. The confusion and ill feelings created when even one or two students return to class without having completed an assignment makes the assignment disruptive and, frequently, worse than useless. Many parents are reluctant to get involved with students’ homework as their children are criticized for not doing their own work. I believe there are reasonable situations for direct homework to be assigned: completing work which the student was not able to complete in a suitable time provided at school (but in which the student does not require further teacher instruction); completion of special reports or projects, especially those in which there is the expectation that a parent or other suitable adult will be able to aid and support the student; and assignments that require studying at testing time. I do understand that there are greater demands on students in upper grades (8 through 12) but I don’t believe they "learn to do" homework or to enjoy their school years by being assigned homework. I always believed those students in my care achieved scholastic and work habit standards at least as high as those in the classes of my colleagues who created homework assignments for their students, and I believe my students enjoyed their school time far more than did their friends in other classes. I always enjoy reading Teacher—keep up the good work! Jack Sandberg, Cranbrook From the article "Down with homework" …high-school teacher Leslie Frothingham watched her own two children struggle with enormous quantities of homework in middle school. The value of it never seemed clear to her. "What other ‘job’ is there where you work all day, come home, have dinner, then work all night," she asks, "unless you’re some type-A attorney? It’s not a good way to live one’s life. You miss out on self-reflection, community." Thus, when she became a teacher, she chose to have a no-homework policy. The other "job" is called being a teacher! Debbie Keel, Maple Ridge Correspond with Cuban teachers I am a 28-year-old Cuban English foreign language college teacher. I would like to exchange some tips and ideas about teaching languages and to develop a wonderful friendship with teachers from Canada. I will be willing to share ideas about both language and education. My e-mail is luiscc@iscm.vcl.sld.cu Luis Miguel Campos, Cuba I work as an English teacher in Villa Clara, Cuba. I am very proud of the BCTF because I had an in-service course from Debbie Cassels and Suzanne Aubin. They gave us a course of strategies for language learning: interactive oral language activities and communicative approaches to evaluation in foreign languages. I think they are the best teachers all over the world. I like the way they teach methodology. I learned a lot of things about the way we can teach here in Cuba, as well as activities in the classroom. It has been three years since we first had teachers from the BCTF in Villa Clara, and ever since our relationship with you people has grown stronger. This connection with you people has been an example of sincere human relationship between people from different countries, one a developed country and the other one trying to develop and trying to overcome a long blockade imposed by the USA. Thank you BCTF. Yanetsys Calderin Dugue, Villa Clara, Cuba [NOTE: If you would like to exchange letters with Yanetsys Dugue, you can get her address by sending an e-mail message to afield@bctf.ca.] Shortage of special ed teachers? I find it confusing that the BCTF says there is a shortage of special education teachers. Certainly there are not enough to get the job done adequately, or to have a reasonable workload for resource teachers and learning assistance teachers. However, when it comes to hiring time, good luck finding a permanent full-time job. If one is lucky, they can afford to teach part-time, or find bits and pieces of a job to patch together. I’m an LAT with a part-time continuing (50—60%) and a part-time temporary that adds up to 100%, at least until the end of the year. After that, I don’t know what I’m going to do. I am terrified! I’ll either find a full-time continuing (few and very far between) or another piece that hopefully adds up to full time, or move to God-knows-where. Without a continuing full-time job, have fun getting a mortgage. I’ve been in teaching for nearly 13 years, and this is my third in the public school system. I still rent a basement suite. I don’t want to come across as negative, and I do love this profession. But please, when you tell university students about the shortage of special education teachers, please have the kindness to tell them what they are getting themselves into. Heidi Tester, Chilliwack FSA testing Resisting FSA testing is a radical and essential stand for the BCTF to be taking on behalf of all children in public schools. As a retired teacher, I cheer from the sidelines the leadership of the BCTF, the local unions, and all the teachers and parents who have joined this powerful resistance movement. Whenever I was faced with a big decision to make with respect to my students I would ask myself, Will this action empower my students? If the answer was no, I did not do it. The Federation knows FSA testing does not empower students, it only empowers those intending to control and privatize education. Gale Tyler, Vancouver We have too much stuff A few days ago I had a delightful conversation with a class of Grade 4 students. The topic was standard of living, defined as the quantity and quality of the things deemed necessary for a healthy and productive life. We brainstormed a huge list of items from food, water, heat, clothing, homes, vehicles, schools, healthcare, jobs, training, hospitals, schools, parks, swimming pools, vacations (theme parks in particular), TV, computers, video games, toys, etc. I then asked the kids what they thought about their standard of living. "Not bad," "Pretty good," was the predominant response. "So, do you think everyone deserves to have these things?" I asked. "Of course they do!" "Are you sure there isn’t some group of people somewhere on the planet that doesn’t deserve these things?" "Absolutely not!" they replied. "Well then, how many planet earths do you think are necessary to provide everyone with the same as what we enjoy?" Puzzled looks and blank stares faced me. "At present 20% of the global population (us) consumes 80% of all the energy produced and natural resources extracted. If everyone were to adopt the lifestyle of a typical americanadian, we would need three planet earths!" Silence. Then a very small voice from the back of the class said, "Mrs. Kaljur, we have too much stuff!" Excellent observation...class dismissed. Susanna Kaljur, Courtenay  Julia Johnson’s legacy In each and every issue, Julia Johnson shared her strong sense of personal well-being, aligned to the joys and demands of teaching. As she reflected, so did her readers. I consistently felt enriched after reading her monthly article and will miss her sage advice. From her columns, I always imagined her experiencing life to the fullest, following her own counsel of being well. She professed wonder and gratitude, belief and positivity—all within her monthly column for teachers. She was, and will remain, testimony to the positive impact of the written word, and Enid Bond is correct in her statement: "We honour her memory by living well." It’s Julia Johnson’s legacy to Teacher readers. James Harcott, Vancouver From 30 years ago The item in the "30 years ago" section of the Looking back column in the March 2008 issue of Teacher brought back memories of visiting MacCorkindale School for its very first Open House. What I remember clearly from that visit were the movable coat racks that had been arranged around the "open area" to make walls for the different classes! Jane Gaffney, Surrey TILMA designed by big business Thank you to Larry Kuehn for a great article on the problems inherent in TILMA, the new trade deal with Alberta. I am glad to see that Teacher has not painted TILMA as a benign agreement as has the BC College of Teachers, ("The Road to TILMA," TC Magazine, winter 2007). I have been following the TILMA negotiation process between the ministries of education in both provinces, as this issue has been one of great concern for me. The membership of the BCTF and BCSTA have raised grave concerns about the lowering of teaching standards in BC to meet the overall lower teaching standards of Alberta. There is no benefit for teachers or students in this. The claim that we must remove the few and largely warranted barriers to labour mobility for teachers is no more than a smokescreen for a corporate agenda that seeks to substantially reduce the role of government as regulator and service provider. For teachers, this means that the changes to certification under TILMA are only one part of a slow erosion of both our education standards that will greatly affect the quality of student care, and also our ability to protect our communities, which will affect all of our citizens. In fact, rather than being a benign agreement between provinces, it is an agreement designed by big business to facilitate the Security and Prosperity Partnership with the US. As citizens who are concerned about democratic process, we must demand that BC withdraw from TILMA. Catherine Hay, Richmond TILMA story disappointing I read with some disappointment the article on TILMA by Larry Kuehn in the Jan./Feb. issue of Teacher. There is often confusion in discussions that involve the College of Teachers when people forget that the college is a regulatory body—not a political or advocacy body. Irrespective of how the legislation came into existence, the college received a legislated directive to establish common certification standards with Alberta. The first step in meeting this mandate was to engage in discussions with educational partner groups to review existing certification requirements with a view to establishing a set of bargaining objectives. After the bargaining objectives were established they were circulated to all partner groups, including the BCTF. The only "secret" discussions that were held were two days of bargaining with Alberta to reach a deal. This is quite normal in a bargaining process. When the deal was signed, a joint press release was prepared by the college and the government. The press release was put on the college website and disseminated by the government through their normal channels of communication. Kuehn’s analysis concludes that qualification requirements have been reduced in BC as a result of this deal. While there is some truth to this conclusion, it regretfully neglects to put the changes into the context of existing certification requirements. Kuehn’s conclusion would be valid only if the college required the college’s "professional certificate" for all teachers in BC. This is not the case. Prior to the TILMA agreement the college was issuing restricted certificates, standard certificates, and professional certificates. Last year the college certificated 350 students who graduated from BC university teacher education programs who had completed a four-year course of study. Some of these graduates would not have met the minimal qualifications now required in Alberta. Indeed, there are many teachers throughout BC working with restricted certificates and standard certificates who don’t meet any of the requirements noted by Kuehn as "losses" under the TILMA Teacher Mobility Agreement. Should a teacher trained in one part of the country be able to teach in another part of the country and have their teaching certification and experience recognized? Critics of the agreement argue that keeping high requirements for teachers is good for the profession. Yet according to the governmental agencies who publish international test results, while BC’s standings are good in relation to the rest of the world they are generally about the same as Alberta and Ontario. Ontario currently has the lowest minimum teaching certification standards in Canada. Teachers in Alberta and Ontario are also much better paid than their counterparts in BC. Food for thought! Richard Walker, Chair, BC College of Teachers New four-year teaching degrees How about an article on the new four-year teaching degree? Students will soon be graduating with four-year degrees. What chance does a TOC with a five-year degree have of getting a job once these cheaper degrees show up? In the 1970s some school districts sorted applications into two, three, four, and five years of university and looked in the cheaper piles first. Thank you Gordon Campbell! Bill Nesbitt, Alberni Teacher shortage? I was just thinking about Patrik Parkes’ article in the Jan./Feb. issue "The teacher shortage: myth or reality?" and no where within it does he consider the rate of attrition for teachers. I was wondering if the BCTF has any data on that sort of thing; the Internet seems to come up with mostly American information. I think his conclusion of teacher oversupply is off the mark especially when we didn’t have enough TOCs at my school on Tuesday! A Tuesday in early February and we don’t have enough TOCs! Steve Brugger, Surrey Nanaimo MLA appreciates Teacher As the MLA for Nanaimo, I just wanted to say how much I appreciate getting the Teacher, but more importantly how much I enjoy working with the executive of the Nanaimo District Teachers’ Association who work long and hard to support public education in the province. As an Opposition member representing a large portion of School District 68, where many school closures are threatened, the government fails to provide adequate resources and I am well aware of the challenges faced by the BCTF and its members. Continue the fight and never give in. Leonard Krog, Nanaimo Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=10488&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 19, Number 4, January/February 2007 Classified advertising TRAVEL/VACATION EAST COAST COTTAGES Beach House at the Cape, sleeps 10, 4 bd., 2 bath, sunroom, 2 sundecks, bbq, private, treed property. The Ocean Breeze Cottage, sleeps 5, 2 bd., 1 bath, wraparound deck, bbq. Both properties are next to each other and can be rented together, fresh seafood market nearby, beautiful sandy beaches. Centrally located along the NB coast, 1 hr. to PEI or NS. Wkly or mthly rates. Visit our web site: www.seatosearentals.com, Ph: 250-828-6280. CHEMAINUS, Vancouver Island. Tide’s Inn, sleeps 2, gas fireplace, quiet with beautiful gardens. Enjoy kayaking, golfing, beautiful beaches and Salt Spring Ferry nearby. Wkly and mthly rates. Visit our web site: www. seatosearentals.com, Ph: 250-828-6280. Old PUERTO VALLARTA large 1 bd. condo, 2 blks from Los Muertos Beach, 604-879-7673, www.vrbo.com/56182,casaescapa@shaw.ca QUEEN CHARLOTTE ISLANDS/ HAIDA GWAII Fabulous "mothership" kayaking, wilderness adventure, unforgettable experiences. 1-888-559-8317, www.island.net/~archipel WHISTLER Condo. Sleeps 4, views, close to village, all amen. 604-943-9423. GRANADA, NICARAGUA. Discover this beautiful Spanish colonial city and little known country. B&B run by retired BC teacher. For information contact carolannrea@hotmail.com WHISTLER GETAWAY. Pinecrest Estates, 4-5 bd., 1.5 bath, 1400 sq.ft. cabin, sauna, deck with BBQ, fully-equip. kitchen, DW, WD, wood stove (wood provided). Seasonal rates. glush@shaw.ca or 604-936-3346. BLACKCOMB Luxury 2 bd/loft, 3 bath, sleeps 8, ski-in, ski-out, 604-940-0156. WHISTLER CREEK townhouse for rent. View of Alta Lake. 2 bath., 3 bd., sleeps 6. 604-535-3447. WHISTLER 1 bd. condo (Whistler Creekside) sleeps 4, F/P, hot tub, swimming pool, sauna, kitchen fully equipped, u/ground parking, close to lift and stores. Call Jan or John at 604-530-0958. SUN PEAKS RESORT Stone’s Throw, Unit 49, luxurious brand new condo, 2 bd/ 2 bath, sleeps 5, ski-in/ski-out, mountain views, private hot tub, F/P, bbq, 6 appliances, plasma TVs. All amenities. NS/NP. 1-800-585-8834, reservation code: Teacher WHISTLER Village North, 2 bd. deluxe townhome. 604-531-6847, E-mail: hpjanzen@shaw.ca. View at www.whistlervacationhome.ca. FRANCE. Ultimate vacations, privately owned, beautiful furn. 1 bd. central Paris. Provence lovely furn. house close to Avignon. Wkly/mthly. 604-738-1876, 604-298-3904, i_roland@hotmail.com, www.ultimateparis.com KIHEI, MAUI. Large selection of fully equipped condos. Great beaches. Near shopping centre. Call Alf, 604-291-1751, F: 604-291-9773, kihei@telus.net. KIHEI, MAUI. Privately owned, beautiful fully furn. 2 bd., 2 bath condo across from Kamaole beaches. Great complex, Great location. 250-598-6955, F: 250-598-6965. WHISTLER BLACKCOMB Ski-in/ski-out, luxury condo, sleeps 5, pool, hot tubs, 3 night min. www.at-blackcomb.com, Sheila 604-929-6589. WHISTLER Townhouse, sleeps 8, fully equip. 604-985-7669 or Gary 604-669-7212. FRANCE HOLIDAY RENTALS Medieval house/studio, 16C village, Montagnac, S France. 1/2 hr. Montpellier, 15 min. Med. sjevent@shaw.ca WHISTLER Alta Lake, waterfront, 1 bd. condo, sleeps 4, 1km to village, FP, TV/VCR/DVD. Summer/winter rates 604-298-2070. WHISTLER condo, 2 bd. Sleep 6, Quiet family area, 10 min. to Village. All amenities, fireplace, jetted tub, etc. Rates from $100 to $225 per night. Depending on duration and season. Ron 604-988-8231, rhsargent@shaw.ca www.retire2mexico.info SUN PEAKS new chalet, mountain views, 3 bd. +den, additional 2 bd. suite avail., fully equipped, hot tub, BBQ, ski-in, 400 m to lifts. Call 1-604-864-0139. WHISTLER 3 bd. chalet, sleeps 6, all amenities, call John 604-987-7619. SILVERSTAR 2 bdrm. deluxe accommodation, call 250-549-1536 for best prices. www.silverstarski.ca DISCOVER RURAL FRANCE ON TWO WHEELS with easy going routes that meander through France’s scenic landscapes. There is little traffic so that the most inexperienced cyclist can pedal at a carefree pace. The accommodation is farmhouse style with regional cuisine and local wines. Guided by the unbound enthusiasm of a Francophile teacher, explore enchanting chateaux in the Loire; prehistoric treasures in the Dordogne; or the rolling vineyards of Burgundy. Panorama Travel www.francebydesign.ca, 1-888-703-0163, info@travellers-tale.com, BC reg 2683. FRANCE FRANCE 2007 Holiday rental well renovated stone houses in ancient vineyard village, SW France, great walking, cycling, food, wine. C$680/C$810 week per family unit. E-mail mjcapper@hotmail.com, web site www.ourhouseinfrance.com.au SAN JOSE DEL CABO 1 bd. condo for rent. On golf course. 5 min. walk to beach. ejones59@shaw.ca VILLAGE HOUSE in South-West France. 4 bd. fully furnished stone house with enclosed terrace in historic bastide town. Weekly or monthly rentals. Web site: www.4rueduloup.com GABRIOLA ISLAND BC. 2 bdrm., private, fully equipped, starting $850/mo. or $450/wk. 250-247-9883, www.gabiolacottage.netfirms.com, email: boysen@shaw.ca GULF ISLANDS. Deluxe waterfront cottage, 1 bd./sleeps 4, winter and summer rates, www.ainsliepoint cottage.com, call Alma 250-629-3008. SOUTH OF FRANCE Teacher-owned holiday rental. Sunny, affordable, 4 bdrm, 2 bath villa in Limoux, Languedoc. Great for sharing. Keith Digby 250-743-2439, digbyk@shaw.ca, www.southoffrancerental.com SOUTH OF FRANCE painting/sketching experience. We will host you in the Languedoc and guide you to beautiful and interesting subjects: Medieval towns, castles, mountains, flamingo lakes, vineyards. Join a small group, or create your own! For full details see www.southoffrancerental.com click on "Creative Holidays." Contact Keith Digby 250-743-2439 or digbyk@shaw.ca LAKE TAHOE August 5-11, 2007. South Lake Tahoe Embassy Vacation Resort studio suite. Contact 604-464-1788 or stan_wylie@telus.net PENTICTON Walk to the beach. 3 +1 bdrm. house with fenced private yard, BBQ, hot tub, available July 22-Sept 1. Weekly or monthly. Call 250-488-2214. ITALIAN apartment, bright and comfortable. Sleeps 4. Fully equipped. University city near Venice. Contact jfrench@axion.net SPRING BREAK Palm Desert Marriott townhouse. Beautiful luxury accommodation on world class golf course, 18 tennis crts, fabulous European Health spa, 6 pools, full access to all Marriott Desert Springs Hotel amenities, much more. See finals of Pacific Life Tennis Tournament. Master unit sleeps 4, full kitchen, F/P, BBQ, internet. March 17-24. Owner rental. Huge discount. March 18-25 (lock-off Guest suite) also available or can be combined with Master to sleep max. 8. Cell: 604-338-9823. BIG WHITE 2 bdrm, 2 bath condo, great ski in/out; on night ski run; close to village. Call 1-250-763-7741. BIG WHITE 3 bdrm. condos, 2 bath, fireplace, hot tubs, fully equipped, great view. ski in/out. Call 1-250-769-4110. HOUSTON Vacation in Houston, Texas. 3 bdrm. 3 bath furnished house, sun room, tropical yard. Available May 1-October 31. Wkly/mthly rates. Ph: 250-434-4143. SHANGHAI SHOPPING TOUR SpringBreak March 17-24, 2007, $2,500 air, hotel, tours, most meals included. 6-10 people only. Booking deadline: Feb.5/07. jodipelling@hotmail.com   FOR RENT/EXCHANGE VANCOUVER Clean, bright, quiet, centrally located condos at Robson & Bute. 1 bd. $95/ single. Daily/ weekly/monthly rates. 604-608-4268, dbemc@hotmail.com COURTENAY Cozy 3 bd., fully furnished house in the heart of downtown Courtenay. Close to all amenities, just blocks to the beautiful Puntledge River and 25 min. to Mt. Washington. Nightly (3 night min.) and weekly rates available. Contact: Accomodations_GarlandGuesthouse@hotmail.com COMOX VALLEY Beautiful Comox Valley, 3 bdrm home, 2 baths, big yard, close to beach and town. Sept. 8-Oct. 16, 2007. Write landdblake@shaw.ca HOUSE SWAP Fernie BC and Lower Mainland. Family of 4. Dates Negotiable. Contact 250-423-3577 or e-mail at tdmlewis@telus.net VANCOUVER Lovely 1 bdrm above ground basement suite, Killarney South area. $700/mo. incl. heat, cable, lights. Contact Dino 604-464-1046 after 11am.   MISCELLANEOUS MASTER OF EDUCATION (Special Education) by coursework offered by Flinders University in S. Australia is recognized by the B.C. TQS. Degree available entirely in distance mode. Apply now for commencement of study semester one (late February) or semester two (late July). More information at: ehlt.flinders.edu.au/northamerica or from the program co-ordinator, Bernice.Burnip@flinders.edu.au VARIETY—THE CHILDREN’S CHARITY Working with children is your special passion. Leaving a legacy in your will for BC’s special kids will be your gift of a lifetime. There are estate planning benefits too. Contact Peter Chipman to confirm. Toll free 1-800-381-2040, direct 604-268-3887 or email peter.chipman@variety.bc.ca RETIRING? Do it right—get the book Transition to Retirement. It’s not about finances, it’s about you! www.pacificedgepublishing.com MORTGAGES. Let a former teacher and now AMP (Accredited Mortgage Professional) find the best financing for all your mortgage financing needs. 604-329-3943 www.VancouverMortgages.ca. RETIRE2MEXICO is possible! A one day of seminars, workshop, and exhibitions to learn from the experts about the benefits and opportunities for Canadians wanting to retire or spend the winters in Mexico. Presentations on health, taxes, investments and lifestyles. February 11 at SFU Harbour Center. Door prize: 2 tickets to Mexico with Mexicana. www.retire2mexico.info TEACHERS, share your stories with student teachers in a collection about the most important moments in teachers’ lives, to demonstrate real issues in the teaching experience. Please contact us at teacherstories@yahoo.ca TEACH IN JAPAN Comfortable position in relaxed suburban area near Nagoya. 250,000 yen/mo. plus airfare. Starting April 2007. www.lyons-japan.com EARTH DAY SCHOLARSHIP program deadline is Jan. 31, 2007. For more info go to www.earthday.ca/scholarship/)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140925,www.youtube.com,http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-Q36q9uobv8,Waiting for special needs support - YouTube Upload Sign in Search Loading... This video is unavailable. Watch Queue TV Queue Watch QueueTV Queue Remove all Disconnect Loading... Watch Queue TV Queue __count__/__total__ Find out why Close Waiting for special needs support BCTFvidsSubscribeSubscribedUnsubscribe 251 Subscription preferences Loading... Loading... Working... Add to Want to watch this again later? Sign in to add this video to a playlist. Sign in Share More Report Statistics 27,765 12 Like this video? Sign in to make your opinion count. Sign in 0 Don't like this video? Sign in to make your opinion count. Sign in Loading... Loading... Loading... Sign in Ratings have been disabled for this video. Rating is available when the video has been rented. This feature is not available right now. Please try again later. Published on Sep 10, 2012 In the last 11 years, 750 special needs teachers have been cut. Kids with special needs have been left waiting years for assesments, and seriously short when it comes to the support they need. Our kids deserve smaller classes, better resources and more one-on-one support. It's time government invested more in public education. Kids matter. Teachers care. Category Education License Standard YouTube License Show more Show less Loading... 28:26 Play next Play now Day in the Life: Raising Special Needs Children (5.19.14) by TrulyBlessed withfourlittles 9,346 views 7:27 Play next Play now cameras in special needs classes a video of neglect by schizencephaly tricia 8,860 views 8:44 Play next Play now China Adoption - Waiting Child Special Needs Adoption by Holt-Sunny Ridge Children's Services 18,882 views 5:39 Play next Play now Special Needs, But No Diagnosis - The Azima Family - Our Special Life -- Episode 7 by CafeMom Studios 36,118 views 2:42 Play next Play now Lemonade for Luke: Family fights state to get nurse for special-needs child by Annette Lawless 14,542 views 3:38 Play next Play now Teacher Caught On Tape Bullying Special Needs Students In Ohio by Jeremy Crow 1,891,449 views 4:44 Play next Play now The Life of the Public School Teacher by jasmineblossom84 290,219 views 8:00 Play next Play now Down Syndrome: Should you send your child to a mainstream or special needs school? by AddVideoNZ 20,334 views 2:26 Play next Play now A Brother's Devotion to His Special Needs Sister Will Break You Down Into Tears by InspiredWorld2013 80,730 views 4:01 Play next Play now A tribute to special needs moms by rheabird1 26,577 views 5:16 Play next Play now An Autism Story with The Jorgl Family - Our Special Life - Episode 1 by CafeMom Studios 63,270 views 2:29 Play next Play now Tell Me a Story: Special Needs Change Family's Look at Life by Cincinnati Children's Hospital Medical Center 6,711 views 5:31 Play next Play now Special Needs Kids Fishing Day Seg 1 by HookedOnUtah 943 views 12:00 Play next Play now Puppet Show - Decisions. Making the right choices. Part 1 by TinyGrads 71,842 views 2:43 Play next Play now Disabled children can now play baseball by WIVBTV 5,188 views 4:26 Play next Play now Public School State of Mind by Wes.7 52,204 views 46:37 Play next Play now 10 Ways Churches Can Support Families of Kids with Special Needs by PajamaHub 130 views 12:46 Play next Play now Being a Parent Advocate for Your Special Needs Child - Part 1 by Jeff Yalden 257 views 10:11 Play next Play now Music Therapy Matters- Improving the Lives of Children with Special Needs by Michelle Nettle 2,684 views 4:07 Play next Play now Autistic girl with DiGeorge Syndrome memorized Coppelia Ballet!!!!!! by Clara Bergs 678,518 views Loading more suggestions... Show more Language: English Country: Worldwide Safety: Off Help Loading... Loading... Loading... About Press & Blogs Copyright Creators & Partners Advertising Developers +YouTube Terms Privacy Policy & Safety Send feedback Try something new! Loading... Working... Sign in to add this to Watch Later Add to)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=26870,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > April 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 6, April 2012   Readers write  Support your union Today, our government is creating uncertainty for our unions as they close down unionized corporations, cut pensions, disallow cost-of-living allowances, and reduce healthcare benefits. There were some very strong messages that I identified with at the Canadian Labour Congress School as our profession of educators are on strike. Strong solidarity in the education labour movement is paramount to maintain the rights that workers have fought for to date. We must realize that our labour movement has benefited our members positively over the years. Bargaining committee members working together in our unions, have acquired many benefits for our membership. In the past we achieved Employment Insurance, workplace safety, public healthcare, and defined benefit pension plans just to name a few benefits. Specifically to the public education system, the government has increased class size and composition, attempted to eliminate local bargaining, threatened forced teacher transfers, threatened reduced pensions, and disregarded salary and benefit increases due to cost of living allowances. As we continue with our fight in the BCTF union and local unions, we maintain our solidarity as our public education needs are dismissed by our government. As our unions go through these trying times, we must remember the following: everything was done in solidarity everything that was achieved was fought for everything that was achieved, we still need to fight for to keep it. In conclusion, as the Canadian Labour Congress states, “what we wish for ourselves we need to desire for all.” As members, we need to remain strong to our unions and get the message out there that unions are the foundation to creating healthy workplace environments. Sandi McCulloch, Nanaimo  Olympic deficit I am a retired teacher (2005), and have just read the Teacher Newsmagazine Vol. 24, No. 5. I appreciate the information in the article titled “What is a fair deal?” and am very proud of the stand being taken by the teachers across our province. In regard to the government’s position of net zero on wages and benefits, I wish there had been more accountability focused on the wanton promises of the Liberal government during the promotion of Vancouver hosting the Winter Olympics in 2010. What has happened to all of the financial benefits of directing over $6 billion into construction, promotion, and logistics costs of hosting the Olympics? It would seem to me that only those directly involved with the construction and tourism industries would have realized financial benefits to date. Long before winning the bid to host the 2010 Winter Olympics, the VANOC Committee would have been clearly aware of the need to “rob Peter to pay Paul” (in this case rob the education budget to pay the costs of hosting the Olympics). As the article “Myths and Realities” written by Tara Ehrcke in our March newsmagazine points out, “there was no deficit when the Liberals took power in 2001.” Perhaps more needs to be made of the spending habits of this government the next time they cry, “Woe is me, there is no money to pay.” In appreciation of the BCTF leadership and hard work on behalf of the students and teachers of British Columbia. Dennis R Norgard, Kelowna  Teacher appreciated In the March issue of Teacher, I note that paring down the mailing list is planned. I recognize that if people don’t bother to read it, it is a waste of money to mail it out (and to print those extra copies). I retired from Burnaby in 2000. I am still interested in education and what is happening in the education scene in BC and beyond. Since retiring, I have appreciated being able to receive the Teacher and I do read it all. Ken Novakowski’s article on page 4, “The Langley Affair” was fascinating. Considering how different society was in those days, this was quite a story of courage and determination.Please keep me on your mailing list. Margaret Shore, Burnaby  Correction In the March issue of Teacher, the “Social Studies Teachers’ Association” article should have been attributed to the BCSSTA newsletter editor, Amber Rainkie. Greg Neumann, Vice-president, BCSSTA  Correction and addition In my survey of the K–12 record of this province’s governing party over the past decade (“Review of the BC Liberals 10 years in office reveals an appalling K–12 record”) in the March issue of Teacher, permit me to make this correction: The number of schools closed should read 190 not 90. I also failed to mention the ongoing truncation of the school year forced on a number of boards by chronic underfunding from Victoria. Noel Herron, Vancouver    Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7264&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 3, November/December 2005 Teachers' pension plan How did the job action affect your pension? During the recent political protest, pension contributions ceased. Pension credit for this period cannot be purchased. Members will have lost one-half month of pensionable service for the two-week action. However, members will not have lost any contributory service, because they worked in October. There is, therefore, no effect on a member’s pension as related to the early retirement reduction, or factor 90. A typical Category 5 Max teacher earns, on average, an annual salary of $63,500. Each additional year of service increases the teacher’s pension by about $100 per month. If the teacher retires June 30, 2006, with an unreduced pension, the pension payment will be reduced by about $5 per month as a result of the two-week loss of service. Any subsequent salary increase will probably more than offset the effect of this lost service. Are pension purchases worthwhile? Many members have periods of service that can be purchased to add to their pension. Whether or not a purchase is worthwhile depends on the member’s individual pension service, age, and salary information, in other words, the factors of their own pension calculation. The easiest way to determine if a purchase is worthwhile, i.e., how long it will take to recover the cost, is to use the Purchase Cost Estimator available at pensionsbc.ca, click Teachers, click Tools. Unfortunately, the Purchase Cost Estimator currently underestimates the cost benefit of a purchase, because: it only reports the increase to the lifetime portion of the pension. it does not report any increase to the bridge portion of the pension. does not calculate any increase due to lessening the early retirement reduction that applies to those retiring prior to age 60, or factor 90. It is hoped that the on-line Purchase Cost Estimator will be revised in the near future. A more reliable method for determining if a purchase is worthwhile, is to go through the following steps: Determine the estimated cost of the pension by using the online Purchase Cost Estimator. Produce two pension estimates (with and without the additional service that would be gained via the purchase) using the web site’s Personalized Pension Estimator. Compare the two estimates to determine the estimated pension increase that would be realized via the purchase. Determine the time required to recover the purchase cost by dividing the cost by the amount of the pension increase. Members may want to carefully analyze their investment options for purchases that take longer than 120 months to recover. Generally, members should note the following: Reinstatements of refunds, especially for first refunds taken from the Teachers’ Pension Plan (TPP) are almost always worthwhile. Maternity and parental leave purchases, as under the Employment Standards Act, are also worthwhile. Other purchases may be worthwhile. Members should apply. Transfer of service from other provinces may be worthwhile. Members should apply for the transfer to determine if the combined pension is a better option than two separate pensions. Transfer of service from other BC pensions may be worthwhile. Phone the TPP at 1-800-665-6770. Applications and Pensionfacts for the above may be found on the Teachers’ Pension Plan web site under Forms and Publications. Reminder You may be able to increase your future pension benefit by purchasing service, but there are deadlines. You must apply before April 1, 2007, and while still an active member, to purchase the following: A leave of absence that ended before April 1, 2002 Arrears for which you received notice before April 1, 2002 Non-contributory service if you were already an active member on March 31, 2002 Reinstatement of a refund if you were already an active member on March 31, 2002. (This also applies to reinstating refunds taken from the BC Municipal Plan and the BC Public Service Plan; the deadline for reinstating a refund from the BC College Pension Plan is February 28, 2007.) There are other deadlines. You must apply to purchase the following by the deadlines shown: Leaves of absence that ended on or after April 1, 2002—within five years of the end of the leave period, or before you terminate your current employment, whichever occurs first. Arrears for which you received notice after March 31, 2002—within five years of when the plan sent written notice to you, or before you terminate your current employment, whichever occurs first. Non-contributory service where you became an active member after March 31, 2002—within five years of the date you enrol in the plan, or before you terminate your current employment, whichever occurs first. Reinstatement of a refund where you became an active member after March 31, 2002—within five years of the date you begin to again contribute to the plan, or before you terminate your current employment, whichever occurs first. Finally, the BCTF website at bctf.ca/pensions also provides a significant amount of information for members, including a number of notices and links related to pensions and income security and the schedule of 2005–06 Pension Seminars. BCTF staff are available to assist with all of the above. Telephone 1-800-663-9163 or email directly to cprellwitz@bctf.ca or alambert@bctf.ca. Age + service = 88? Don't wait! If you are age 64, or your age and contributory service total 88, you may voluntarily withdraw from the BCTF Salary Indemnity Plan: Long Term. If you are age 65, or your age and service total 90, you are no longer eligible for long-term benefits, and you should withdraw. It is necessary to apply to withdraw—the forms are available from the Income Security Division (604-871-1920 or 1-800-663-9163), or online at bctf.ca/pensions/salary/LT-withdrawalForm.shtml.)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "Gr8 event honoring Taiwan ROC w many friends @douglasbing @marvinhunt4bc @KerryLynneFindl @mhlchiu26 @prairiechinois http://t.co/85TUCQsbrI" @John_Yap - 05:40pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "October is #FosterFamilyMonth. Thank you #BC for opening your homes and hearts to more than 5,900 children and youth." @John_Yap - 11:14pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media last tweet "" @ - 12:00am Follow @ last post "" facebook/ - Jan 1st Like Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141003,www.thetyee.ca,http://www.thetyee.ca/News/2014/09/12/Are-Teacher-Wage-Demands-Unaffordable/,When Government Says Teacher Wage Demands Are 'Unaffordable,' Are They? | The Tyee About Advertise Follow Support RSS Topic Aboriginal Affairs BC Election 2013 BC Politics Education Energy Environment Federal Politics Film Food Gender + Sexuality Health Housing Labour + Industry Local Economy Media Municipal Politics Music Photo Essays Podcasts Politics Rights + Justice Science + Tech Transportation Travel Urban Planning + Architecture News Culture Opinion National MediaCheck Solutions Join Craving crack civic election coverage? Help fund it... News When Government Says Teacher Wage Demands Are 'Unaffordable,' Are They? Not at all, says economist Iglika Ivanova, especially compared to GDP growth projections. By Andrew MacLeod, 12 Sep 2014, TheTyee.ca   Tweet CCPA economist Iglika Ivanova: 'The discussion we need to be having is how do we ensure that regular workers are benefiting from economic growth?' BC's Finances Not Healthy Enough to Settle the Strike: Minister Delivering budget update, Mike de Jong doesn't rule out legislating teachers back to work. VIEW: Why not treat education like health care? Everything You Need to Know about This Round of Teacher Bargaining The story so far, at least in this chapter of a 10-year saga. Read more: Education, Labour + Industry, BC Politics Representatives of the British Columbia government have repeatedly said that it is "unaffordable" to close the gap between what they're willing to pay and what the B.C. Teachers' Federation wants, but observers say the government has many options for how to come up with the money. Premier Christy Clark and Education Minister Peter Fassbender have said the BCTF needs to come into an "affordability zone" that's closer to the small wage increases other public sector unions have accepted. Finance Minister Mike de Jong picked up a similar theme Sept. 9, saying "The money is there for admittedly modest wage increases," but not for the BCTF's wage demand, nor "the cascading effect that could well have for other negotiations that are yet to come or that have already taken place." The BCTF, which saw no wage increases in 2012 and 2013 while other union members received raises of up to two per cent each year, is seeking eight per cent over five years. The government is offering seven per cent over six years. When benefits and measures to address class size and composition are included, both sides agree, they are apart by about $300 million a year. Determining what de Jong considers a large amount of money depends on context. He argued that on a $42-billion budget, the $266-million projected surplus is "razor thin," essentially a rounding error. In contrast, however, he said the $300 million to settle the teacher's dispute is too big. Defining 'affordable' "Both numbers relative to the budget are small, and we should be able to afford what the teachers have been asking for," said Iglika Ivanova, an economist in the B.C. office of the Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives. "When [de Jong] is saying $300 million is too large for the teachers, he's wrong. Three hundred million is not large in the scheme of things." The amount works out to about 0.7 per cent of the provincial operating budget of $44.8 billion. But Ivanova has a larger point that provincial budgets have failed to keep pace with the province's economic growth, and that projected increases to education spending do not keep pace with the expected GDP growth. "My argument is that affordability depends on our ability to pay," she said, adding that ability depends on both the size of the economy and the tax rates the government decides to set. The government's own figures, which are more conservative than those provided by private sector forecasters, say that GDP should grow by 19.4 per cent between 2013 and 2017, she said. Referring to an earlier BCTF bargaining position, she said, "If the economy is going to grow by 19.4 per cent and teachers are asking for 14.5 per cent, it seems to me they're in an affordable range." Other agreements have set the bar low, said Ivanova. "If average union collective agreements are for 5.5 per cent over five years, those numbers are less than inflation," she said.* "They're actually accepting wage cuts. At the same time the economy is growing... I can't fault them, I'm just observing as an economist that in the negotiation process there are winners and losers, and we're looking at wage cuts." The BCTF proposal basically matches the expectations for inflation, she said, noting that if they get what they're asking for teachers' purchasing power will still be less in 2018 than it was in 2010. GDP growing faster than revenue, spending Figures contained in the government's 2014 Financial and Economic Review, released in July, also show that education spending and government revenues have failed to keep up with economic growth. Between 2002 and 2013, education spending went down by an average of 0.6 per cent per year when expressed as a percentage of nominal GDP. By that measure, the only area of government that saw an increase was health, at 0.2 per cent per year. Similarly, government revenues declined on average by 0.2 per cent per year as a portion of the provincial GDP. Put another way, fewer of the dollars that are circulating in the economy are finding their way through the government's accounts than did a decade ago. The BC Liberal government has generally sold that as a good thing, and won elections campaigning on it, but it does mean our capacity to do things together is shrinking. The government has many options for raising revenues, said Ivanova. For example, there has been a temporary two-year tax on incomes over $150,000 that expires in 2015. The tax raises $205 million a year that the government will soon lose. The tax could be made permanent, said Ivanova. "I think there are more choices than the government would like people to think. They just don't feel like taking them, I guess." She later sent in an email: "The fundamental question for me is: should the benefits of economic growth be shared with workers? What about teachers or other public sector workers? "People have legitimate anger and frustration with our economic system because it's not working, it's not distributing the benefits of prosperity broadly," she said. "Median incomes for full-time, full-year workers are stagnating. Workplace benefits are being eroded. Many people's wages are not keeping up with costs of living. But trying to channel this anger towards teachers isn't going to fix that." She added, "The discussion we need to be having is how do we ensure that regular workers are benefiting from economic growth?" It's about priorities: NDP Other provinces set significantly higher income tax rates than B.C. does. According to KPMG, PEI charges 16.7 per cent on income over $63,970, Manitoba charges 17.4 per cent on income over $67,001, New Brunswick charges 17.84 per cent on anything over $127,803, Nova Scotia charges 21 per cent on income over $150,001 and Quebec charges 25.75 per cent on income over $100,000. After Dec. 31, 2015, B.C.'s top marginal rate will be 14.7 per cent on income over $104,859, though it's worth noting we also fund government through taxes that are not linked to income, including MSP premiums, BC Hydro charges, ICBC and the carbon tax. Ivanova said a CCPA report found that if B.C.'s income tax rates were set at the Canadian average, the government would have $2.4 billion more to spend each year. Going back to 2000 rates would raise $3.5 billion more than we do today.* "It comes down to priorities," said Carole James, the NDP's finance critic. "When the Liberals decide something is affordable, they find the money." There's been money for raises for political staff and a new roof for BC Place, she said. "They find that's something worth putting money in. When education is up, they're not finding anything." Money for education is an investment in a well-trained work force, healthy citizens and healthy communities, she said. "This government has under-invested in education over the years," she said. "We're at this crisis point because of under-investment from this government. They have to accept responsibility for that." It should be possible to find the money for an agreement with teachers in the existing budget, said James. There needs to be a bigger conversation about taxes, revenue to government and how to grow the economy, she said, noting the NDP platform in the 2013 election included raising taxes on income over $200,000 per year. Meanwhile, there's already room to do what's needed to get students back into school, she said. "I think what we're seeing right now from the government is continued rhetoric and continued poking at the teachers." Jim Sinclair, the president of the B.C. Federation of Labour, said there's no doubt the government could come up with the money if they wanted. "The problem is they don't want a settlement," he said, suggesting another goal is in play. "The objective is to crush the union." *Paragraph corrected Sept. 15. Read more: Education, Labour + Industry, BC Politics Andrew MacLeod is The Tyee's Legislative bureau chief in Victoria. Find him on Twitter or reach him here.   Tweet What have we missed? What do you think? We want to know. Comment below. Keep in mind: Do: Verify facts, debunk rumours Add context and background Spot typos and logical fallacies Highlight reporting blind spots Ignore trolls Treat all with respect and curiosity Connect with each other Do not: Use sexist, classist, racist or homophobic language Libel or defame Bully or troll Troll patrol. Instead, flag suspect activity. Please enable JavaScript to view the comments powered by Disqus. comments powered by Disqus VIEW: Voting for your principles is 'strategic voting' Petition opposes BC's 'potential muzzling' of non-profits More troubles for BC's big LNG plans Tirade at Tyee by immigration minister's top aide analyzed tweet by tweet Government slow to respond to FOIs? No need to tell Bob Mackin Converting ferries to LNG will save money, reduce fares: CEO BC gov't takes 'step backwards' on information requests, report title hints Will Scottish independence bid spur talk of Irish reunification? See more » Tyee Video Picks Submitted by Tyee staff, 1 Oct 2014 Citizen drone captures scale of Hong Kong protests. Where do these videos come from? From you. Suggest one here! Most Popular BC Filmmaking Duo Passes the Acid Test In Vancouver and Seattle, Winding down the War on Drugs Our Best Shot at Fighting Ebola ISIS Threat: Let's Refuse to Be Scared We Must Heed Naomi Klein's Call Tyee Nets Seasoned Community Builder Climate Warriors Must Forge Stronger Alliances, Now Most Emailed We Must Heed Naomi Klein's Call China Deal Trumps Province, First Nations on Energy Projects: Treaty Expert With FIPA, Harper Shows There's More than One Way to Skin a Constitution Dianne Watts, You Seemed So Smart Six Steps to Protect Canadians from Flaws in China Trade Deal Proposed Law Exposes BC Non-Profits to Attack Can We Fix the Climate by Being More Like Hawaii? More troubles for BC's big LNG plans | The Hook, A Tyee blog. The 10 Commandments of Ebola BC Cities Demand Review of Thermal Coal Exports Reported Elsewhere Bill C-13 moves ahead, despite claims Supreme Court already killed it (via The Huffington Post) Canada's CEO-to-worker pay gap among the worst in the Western world (via Press Progress) SaskPower unveils world's first carbon capture coal plant (via The Globe & Mail) Girls-only HPV vaccinations are unfair, say New Westminster sixth graders (via The Province) IOC outraged that Oslo has pulled out of bid to host 2022 Games (via Business Insider) Former top official says Kim Jong-un is no longer in control of North Korea (via Vice News) Can former sex partners influence an offspring's traits? (via Newsweek) Yes, online relationships are real (via The Atlantic) See more » Your BC: The Tyee's Photo Pool Join The Tyee's Flickr group » View previous selections » Most Commented We Must Heed Naomi Klein's Call (297 comments) Six Steps to Protect Canadians from Flaws in China Trade Deal (126 comments) 'The Environment Is the Economy': MP Weston (100 comments) 'Innovation' Is Everywhere, But What Does It Mean? (95 comments) ISIS Threat: Let's Refuse to be Scared (64 comments) With FIPA, Harper Shows There's More than One Way to Skin a Constitution (181 comments) Dianne Watts, You Seemed So Smart (55 comments) Climate Warriors Must Forge Stronger Alliances, Now (48 comments) BC Jobs Growing Half as Fast Since Clark's Plan Launched (41 comments) Lock Up High-risk Sex Criminals Forever (39 comments) About The Tyee National Pool Contributors Advertise Contact Funding Jobs Master Classes Privacy Policy Submissions Support The Tyee News Culture Opinion National Mediacheck Solutions Video Publications Tyee News Weekly Archives The Hook Other BC Blogs Reported Elsewhere Steve Burgess Murray Dobbin Michael Geist Crawford Kilian Rafe Mair Andrew Nikiforuk Shannon Rupp Bill Tieleman Dorothy Woodend Follow The Tyee Subscribe by email Subscribe by RSS Tyee Mobile App Managed Hosting by Gossamer Threads × Share article via email Send this article to: Your email address: Your message: Would you like to receive The Tyee's headlines free by email? Yes, every day. Yes, once a week. I already subscribe. No, thanks. Submit Show form again » Close)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "#FunFriday Fact: #BC has the highest small business employment in Canada. October is Small Business Month! Check out: http://t.co/20bcLmlvFP" @bcliberals - 03:55pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/IssuesInEducation.aspx?id=10586,BCTF > Teaching to Diversity sample scenario 3  	BCTF > Issues in Education  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Issues in Education > Inclusive Education > Teaching to Diversity Scenario 3: Resource teacher: how to support classroom teachers/TAs You are the Resource Teacher for low incidence students (moderate intellectual disabilities, autism, sensory impairments, etc). How do you effectively provide support for the classroom teachers, teachers' assistants and students? Roles and Responsibilites of Teachers and Teachers' Assistants - A BCTF/CUPE Joint Paper  Discussion Group - subscribe and network with others in the same role as you ProD - frequent updates on workshops and conferences related to diverse learners Resource Inventory - General  Resource Inventory - Adaptations  Resource Inventory - Modifications  Resource Inventory - Strategies  Resource Inventory - Collaboration and Teamwork PEN-BC (ParaEducators' Network of BC)    Resource Inventory - Transitions  Assessment of Student Learning - Special Education  Lessons/topics - Lesson Plan Web sites  About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/contacts.cfm?page=presidents&sort=1&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true,BCTF Contacts Home E-mail Lists Links A to Z Index Contact Us Help SITE SEARCH Quick Links BCTF formsBCTF NewsFrançaisLabour linksPensionsTeacher NewsmagazineTeaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Contact Us > Local Presidents Local Presidents and Contact Information Sorted by local name. Click here for sort by local number. *Sublocal       O: Office   OF: Office Fax Abbotsford District Teachers' Association (34) Doug Smuland 2570 Cyril Street Abbotsford, BC  V2S 2G2 O: 604-854-1946 OF: 604-850-5100 lp34@bctf.ca Alberni District Teachers' Union (701) Ken Zydyk 4913 Argyle Street Port Alberni, BC  V9Y 1V6 O: 250-724-5021 OF: 250-724-0442 lp701@bctf.ca Arrow Lakes Teachers' Association (10) Ric Bardati Box 422 New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0 O: 250-265-7062 OF: N/A lp10@bctf.ca Boundary District Teachers' Association (51) Norm Sabourin Box 634, 1815D Central Ave Grand Forks, BC  V0H 1H0 O: 250-442-3330 OF: N/A lp51@bctf.ca Bulkley Valley Teachers' Union (54) Ilona Weiss PO Box 2137, 3772 C 1st Ave Smithers, BC  V0J 2N0 O: 250-847-3127 OF: 250-847-3123 lp54@bctf.ca Burnaby Teachers' Association (41) Rae Figursky 115-3993 Henning Drive Burnaby, BC  V5C 6P7 O: 604 294-8141 OF: 604 294-9846 lp41@bctf.ca Burns Lake District Teachers' Union (55) Kathryn Warren Box 464 Burns Lake, BC  V0J 1E0 O: 250-692-7932 OF: 250-692-7597 lp55@bctf.ca Campbell River District Teachers' Association (72) Dave Harper 202-871 Island Hwy Campbell River, BC  V9W 2C2 O: 250-286-1663 OF: 250-286-1679 lp72@bctf.ca Cariboo-Chilcotin Teachers' Association (27) Murray Helmer 124D North 2nd Avenue Williams Lake, BC  V2G 1Z6 O: 250-398-7221 OF: 250-398-5913 lp27@bctf.ca Central Coast Teachers' Association (49) Marc Hedges Box 253 Hagensborg, BC  V0T 1H0 O: 250-982-2354 OF: 250-982-2354 lp49@bctf.ca Central Okanagan Teachers' Association (23) Susan Bauhart 210-1751 Harvey Avenue Kelowna, BC  V1Y 6G4 O: 250-860-3866 OF: 250-862-3024 lp23@bctf.ca Chetwynd Teachers' Association* (592) Leanne Robertson Box 2665 Chetwynd, BC  V0C 1J0 O: 250-788-2267 OF: 250-788-9729 lp592@bctf.ca Chilliwack Teachers' Association (33) Clint Johnston 203-45970 Airport Road Chilliwack, BC  V2P 1A2 O: 604-792-9233 OF: 604-792-9389 lp33@bctf.ca Comox District Teachers' Association (71) Nick Moore 491 4th Street Ste. C Courtenay, BC  V9N 1G9 O: 250-338-1461 OF: 250-338-1657 lp71@bctf.ca Coquitlam Teachers' Association (43) Charley King 208-2502 St. Johns Street Port Moody, BC  V3H 2B4 O: 604-936-9971 OF: 604-936-7515 lp43@bctf.ca Cowichan District Teachers' Association (65) Naomi Nilsson 201-394 Duncan Street Duncan, BC  V9L 3W4 O: 250-748-2251 OF: 250-748-5243 lp65@bctf.ca Cranbrook District Teachers' Association (2) Shelley Balfour 304-105 9th Avenue South Cranbrook, BC  V1C 2M1 O: 250-489-3717 OF: 250-489-3727 lp02@bctf.ca Creston Valley Teachers' Association (861) Becky Blair 1001 Railway Boulevard Creston, BC  V0B 1G3 O: 250-428-7006 OF: 250-428-8602 lp861@bctf.ca Delta Teachers' Association (37) Paul Steer 110-4977 Trenant St Delta, BC  V4K 2K5 O: 604-946-0391 OF: 604-946-1629 lp37@bctf.ca Fernie District Teachers' Association (1) Christina Smith Box 10 Fernie, BC  V0B 1M0 O: 250-423-3333 OF: 250-423-6134 lp01@bctf.ca Fort Nelson District Teachers' Association (81) Greg Gerwing Box 2031 Fort Nelson, BC  V0C 1R0 O: 250-775-1824 OF: N/A lp81@bctf.ca Fraser-Cascade Teachers' Association (78) Lynne Marvell Unit E, Box 1238 Hope, BC  V0X 1L0 O: 604-869-9383 OF: 604-869-3236 lp78@bctf.ca Gold Trail Teachers' Association (74) Cameron Rittinger Box 1437 Ashcroft, BC  V0K 1A0 O: 250-453-2696 OF: 250-453-2696 lp74@bctf.ca Golden Teachers' Association (18) Mike Archibald Box 430 Golden, BC  V0A 1H0 O: 250-344-5885 OF: 250-344-5890 lp18@bctf.ca Greater Victoria Teachers' Association (61) Bénula Larsen 965 Alston Street Victoria, BC  V9A 3S5 O: 250-595-0181 OF: 250-595-0189 lp61@bctf.ca Gulf Islands Teachers' Association (64) Deborah Nostdal Box 537 Salt Spring Island, BC  V8K 2W2 O: 250-537-4990 OF: 250-537-4990 lp64@bctf.ca Haida Gwaii Teachers' Association (50) Jennifer Jury c/o PO Box 325 Queen Charlotte City, BC  V0T 1S0 O: 250-637-1805 OF: N/A lp50@bctf.ca Kamloops Thompson Teachers' Association (73) David Komljenovic 202/204-1157 12th Street Kamloops, BC  V2B 7L2 O: 250-554-1223 OF: 250-554-1311 lp73@bctf.ca Kimberley Teachers' Association (3) Sally Struthers 201-144 Deer Park Avenue Kimberley, BC  V1A 2J4 O: 250-432-9729 OF: N/A lp03@bctf.ca Kitimat District Teachers' Association (80) Kim Meyer 233 Enterprise Avenue Kitimat, BC  V8C 2C8 O: 250-632-3109 OF: 250-632-3108 lp80@bctf.ca Kootenay Columbia Teachers' Union (20) Andy Davidoff 1657 Hwy 3A Castlegar, BC  V1N 4N5 O: 250-364-1740 OF: 250-364-1750 lp20@bctf.ca Kootenay Lake Teachers' Association* (862) Cam Zuk Box 671 Kaslo, BC  V0G 1M0 O: 250-353-2227 OF: N/A lp862@bctf.ca Lake Cowichan Teachers' Association (66) Chris Rolls 5610 West Riverbottom Rd Duncan, BC  V9L 6H9 O: 250-748-0011 OF: N/A lp66@bctf.ca Langley Teachers' Association (35) Gail Chaddock Costello 100-5786 Glover Road Langley, BC  V3A 4H9 O: 604-533-1618 OF: 604-533-1400 lp35@bctf.ca Mackenzie Teachers' Association* (572) Shannon Pride Box 1836 Mackenzie, BC  V0J 2C0 O: 250-997-6340 OF: N/A lp572@bctf.ca Maple Ridge Teachers' Association (42) George Serra 11771 Fraser Street Maple Ridge, BC  V2X 6C6 O: 604-467-2111 OF: 604-467-0815 lp42@bctf.ca McBride-Valemount Teachers' Association* (573) Jennifer L'Arrivee 2265 Red Tail Road Mcbride, BC  V0J 2E0 O: 250-569-2295 OF: N/A lp573@bctf.ca Mission Teachers' Union (75) Mark Bradshaw 100-33344 2nd Ave Mission, BC  V2V 1K3 O: 604-826-0112 OF: 604-826-3435 lp75@bctf.ca Mount Arrowsmith Teachers' Association (69) Debbie Morran Box 1286 Parksville, BC  V9P 2H3 O: 250-248-3496 OF: 250-248-3440 lp69@bctf.ca Nanaimo District Teachers' Association (68) Mike Ball 3137 Barons Road Nanaimo, BC  V9T 5W5 O: 250-756-1237 OF: 250-756-0188 lp68@bctf.ca Nechako Teachers' Union (56) Thomas Thalheimer Box 978 Vanderhoof, BC  V0J 3A0 O: 250-567-5040 OF: 250-567-5060 lp56@bctf.ca Nelson District Teachers' Association (7) Paul Boscariol PO Box 1012 Nelson, BC  V1L 6A5 O: 250-354-4142 OF: 250-354-1558 lp07@bctf.ca New Westminster Teachers' Union (40) Grant Osborne 607 Columbia St New Westminster, BC  V3M 1A7 O: 604-526-8990 OF: 604-526-8912 lp40@bctf.ca Nicola Valley Teachers' Union (31) Peter Vogt Box 849 Merritt, BC  V1K 1B8 O: 250-378-5060 OF: 250-378-5060 lp31@bctf.ca Nisga'a Teachers' Union (92) Richard Hotson Box 226 New Aiyansh, BC  V0J 1A0 O: 250-633-2571 OF: 250-633-2574 lp92@bctf.ca North Okanagan-Shuswap Teachers' Association (83) Brenda O'Dell Box 187 Salmon Arm, BC  V1E 4N3 O: 250-832-1933 OF: 250-832-4592 lp83@bctf.ca North Vancouver Teachers' Association (44) Carolyn Pena 100 - 133 West 17th Street North Vancouver, BC  V7M 1V5 O: 604 988-3224 OF: 604 980-8092 lp44@bctf.ca Okanagan Skaha Teachers' Union (67) Leslea Woodward 697 Martin Street Penticton, BC  V2A 5L5 O: 250-492-4915 OF: 250-492-5540 lp67@bctf.ca Peace River North Teachers' Association (60) Michele Wiebe Box 6057 Fort St John, BC  V1J 4H6 O: 250-785-8881 OF: 250-785-8881 lp60@bctf.ca Peace River South Teachers' Association (591) Lorraine MacKay Box 145 Dawson Creek, BC  V1G 4G3 O: 250-782-1284 OF: 250-782-1280 lp591@bctf.ca Powell River District Teachers' Association (47) Cathy Fisher 201-4400 Marine Avenue Powell River, BC  V8A 2K1 O: 604-485-5212 OF: 604-485-2882 lp47@bctf.ca Prince George District Teachers' Association (571) Tina Cousins 101-1968 Queensway Prince George, BC  V2L 1M2 O: 250-562-7214 OF: 250-562-5743 lp571@bctf.ca Prince Rupert District Teachers' Union (52) Kathy Murphy c/o Fisherman's Hall, 869 Fraser Street Prince Rupert, BC  V8J 1R1 O: 250-627-1700 OF: 250-624-6784 lp52@bctf.ca Princeton District Teachers' Union (17) Robert Tarswell Box 1019 Princeton, BC  V0X 1W0 O: 250-295-6684 OF: 250-295-6684 lp17@bctf.ca Quesnel District Teachers' Association (28) Lisa Kishkan Box 4643 Quesnel, BC  V2J 3J8 O: 250-992-3737 OF: 250-992-3638 lp28@bctf.ca Revelstoke Teachers' Association (19) Jennifer Wolney Box 72 Revelstoke, BC  V0E 2S0 O: 250-837-2255 OF: 250-837-2255 lp19@bctf.ca Richmond Teachers' Association (38) Al Klassen 210-7360 Westminster Hwy Richmond, BC  V6X 1A1 O: 604-278-2539 OF: 604-278-4320 lp38@bctf.ca Saanich Teachers' Association (63) Mark Skanks 6843 Central Saanich Road Saanichton, BC  V8Z 5V4 O: 778-426-1426 OF: 778-426-0716 lp63@bctf.ca Sea to Sky Teachers' Association (48) Carl Walker 104-40775 Tantalus Rd Squamish, BC  V8B 0N2 O: 604-892-3056 OF: 604-892-2296 lp48@bctf.ca SEPF (93) Sylvie Liechtele 100-550 West 6th Avenue Vancouver, BC  V5Z 4P2 O: 604-871-1866 OF: N/A lp93@bctf.ca Sooke Teachers' Association (62) Ian Johnson 201-716 Goldstream Avenue Victoria, BC  V9B 2X3 O: 250-474-3181 OF: 250-474-5555 lp62@bctf.ca South Okanagan Similkameen Teachers' Union (53) Sylvia Slater Box 1586 Oliver, BC  V0H 1T0 O: 250-498-2255 OF: N/A lp53@bctf.ca Stikine Teachers' Association (87) Asa Berg c/o Asa Berg, Box 469 Atlin, BC  V0W 1A0 O: 250-651-7820 OF: 250-651-7820 lp87@bctf.ca Sunshine Coast Teachers' Association (46) Louise Herle Box 951 Sechelt, BC  V0N 3A0 O: 604-885-7944 OF: 604-885-9837 lp46@bctf.ca Surrey Teachers' Association (36) Jennifer Wadge 201-9030 King George Boulevard Surrey, BC  V3V 7Y3 O: 604-594-5353 OF: 604-594-5176 lp36@bctf.ca Terrace District Teachers' Union (881) Cathy Lambright 4733 Park Avenue Terrace, BC  V8G 1W2 O: 250-635-4659 OF: N/A lp881@bctf.ca Tumbler Ridge Teachers' Association* (593) Karen Edwards 127 Gwillim Crescent, Box 1003 Tumbler Ridge, BC  V0C 2W0 O: 250-242-5281 OF: 250-242-5785 lp593@bctf.ca Upper Skeena Teachers* (882) Joslyn Bagg Box 562 New Hazelton, BC  V0J 2Y0 O: 250-842-6613 OF: N/A lp882@bctf.ca Vancouver Elementary School Teachers' Association (391) Dan Graves 2915 Commercial Dr Vancouver, BC  V5N 4C8 O: 604-873-8378 OF: 604-873-2652 lp391@bctf.ca Vancouver Island North Teachers' Association (85) Shawn Gough Box 5151, 6855 Market St Port Hardy, BC  V0N 2P0 O: 250-949-8888 OF: 250-949-8882 lp85@bctf.ca Vancouver Island West Teachers' Union (84) Ryan Meise PO Box 137 Gold River, BC  V0P 1G0 O: 250-283-9081 OF: N/A lp84@bctf.ca Vancouver Secondary Teachers' Association (392) Debbie Pawluk 2915 Commercial Drive Vancouver, BC  V5N 4C8 O: 604-873-5570 OF: 604-873-3916 lp392@bctf.ca Vernon Teachers' Association (22) Heather Malcolm 4004 31st Street Vernon, BC  V1T 5J6 O: 250-542-0456 OF: 250-542-0564 lp22@bctf.ca West Vancouver Teachers' Association (45) Rob Millard 4915 Marine Drive West Vancouver, BC  V7W 2P5 O: 604-926-1617 OF: 604-926-1119 lp45@bctf.ca Windermere Teachers' Association (4) Doug Murray Box 478 Invermere, BC  V0A 1K0 O: 250-341-5158 OF: N/A lp04@bctf.ca About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy Close Window Print Page   Local Presidents and Contact Information Sorted by local name. Click here for sort by local number. *Sublocal       O: Office   OF: Office Fax Abbotsford District Teachers' Association (34) Doug Smuland 2570 Cyril Street Abbotsford, BC  V2S 2G2 O: 604-854-1946 OF: 604-850-5100 lp34@bctf.ca Alberni District Teachers' Union (701) Ken Zydyk 4913 Argyle Street Port Alberni, BC  V9Y 1V6 O: 250-724-5021 OF: 250-724-0442 lp701@bctf.ca Arrow Lakes Teachers' Association (10) Ric Bardati Box 422 New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0 O: 250-265-7062 OF: N/A lp10@bctf.ca Boundary District Teachers' Association (51) Norm Sabourin Box 634, 1815D Central Ave Grand Forks, BC  V0H 1H0 O: 250-442-3330 OF: N/A lp51@bctf.ca Bulkley Valley Teachers' Union (54) Ilona Weiss PO Box 2137, 3772 C 1st Ave Smithers, BC  V0J 2N0 O: 250-847-3127 OF: 250-847-3123 lp54@bctf.ca Burnaby Teachers' Association (41) Rae Figursky 115-3993 Henning Drive Burnaby, BC  V5C 6P7 O: 604 294-8141 OF: 604 294-9846 lp41@bctf.ca Burns Lake District Teachers' Union (55) Kathryn Warren Box 464 Burns Lake, BC  V0J 1E0 O: 250-692-7932 OF: 250-692-7597 lp55@bctf.ca Campbell River District Teachers' Association (72) Dave Harper 202-871 Island Hwy Campbell River, BC  V9W 2C2 O: 250-286-1663 OF: 250-286-1679 lp72@bctf.ca Cariboo-Chilcotin Teachers' Association (27) Murray Helmer 124D North 2nd Avenue Williams Lake, BC  V2G 1Z6 O: 250-398-7221 OF: 250-398-5913 lp27@bctf.ca Central Coast Teachers' Association (49) Marc Hedges Box 253 Hagensborg, BC  V0T 1H0 O: 250-982-2354 OF: 250-982-2354 lp49@bctf.ca Central Okanagan Teachers' Association (23) Susan Bauhart 210-1751 Harvey Avenue Kelowna, BC  V1Y 6G4 O: 250-860-3866 OF: 250-862-3024 lp23@bctf.ca Chetwynd Teachers' Association* (592) Leanne Robertson Box 2665 Chetwynd, BC  V0C 1J0 O: 250-788-2267 OF: 250-788-9729 lp592@bctf.ca Chilliwack Teachers' Association (33) Clint Johnston 203-45970 Airport Road Chilliwack, BC  V2P 1A2 O: 604-792-9233 OF: 604-792-9389 lp33@bctf.ca Comox District Teachers' Association (71) Nick Moore 491 4th Street Ste. C Courtenay, BC  V9N 1G9 O: 250-338-1461 OF: 250-338-1657 lp71@bctf.ca Coquitlam Teachers' Association (43) Charley King 208-2502 St. Johns Street Port Moody, BC  V3H 2B4 O: 604-936-9971 OF: 604-936-7515 lp43@bctf.ca Cowichan District Teachers' Association (65) Naomi Nilsson 201-394 Duncan Street Duncan, BC  V9L 3W4 O: 250-748-2251 OF: 250-748-5243 lp65@bctf.ca Cranbrook District Teachers' Association (2) Shelley Balfour 304-105 9th Avenue South Cranbrook, BC  V1C 2M1 O: 250-489-3717 OF: 250-489-3727 lp02@bctf.ca Creston Valley Teachers' Association (861) Becky Blair 1001 Railway Boulevard Creston, BC  V0B 1G3 O: 250-428-7006 OF: 250-428-8602 lp861@bctf.ca Delta Teachers' Association (37) Paul Steer 110-4977 Trenant St Delta, BC  V4K 2K5 O: 604-946-0391 OF: 604-946-1629 lp37@bctf.ca Fernie District Teachers' Association (1) Christina Smith Box 10 Fernie, BC  V0B 1M0 O: 250-423-3333 OF: 250-423-6134 lp01@bctf.ca Fort Nelson District Teachers' Association (81) Greg Gerwing Box 2031 Fort Nelson, BC  V0C 1R0 O: 250-775-1824 OF: N/A lp81@bctf.ca Fraser-Cascade Teachers' Association (78) Lynne Marvell Unit E, Box 1238 Hope, BC  V0X 1L0 O: 604-869-9383 OF: 604-869-3236 lp78@bctf.ca Gold Trail Teachers' Association (74) Cameron Rittinger Box 1437 Ashcroft, BC  V0K 1A0 O: 250-453-2696 OF: 250-453-2696 lp74@bctf.ca Golden Teachers' Association (18) Mike Archibald Box 430 Golden, BC  V0A 1H0 O: 250-344-5885 OF: 250-344-5890 lp18@bctf.ca Greater Victoria Teachers' Association (61) Bénula Larsen 965 Alston Street Victoria, BC  V9A 3S5 O: 250-595-0181 OF: 250-595-0189 lp61@bctf.ca Gulf Islands Teachers' Association (64) Deborah Nostdal Box 537 Salt Spring Island, BC  V8K 2W2 O: 250-537-4990 OF: 250-537-4990 lp64@bctf.ca Haida Gwaii Teachers' Association (50) Jennifer Jury c/o PO Box 325 Queen Charlotte City, BC  V0T 1S0 O: 250-637-1805 OF: N/A lp50@bctf.ca Kamloops Thompson Teachers' Association (73) David Komljenovic 202/204-1157 12th Street Kamloops, BC  V2B 7L2 O: 250-554-1223 OF: 250-554-1311 lp73@bctf.ca Kimberley Teachers' Association (3) Sally Struthers 201-144 Deer Park Avenue Kimberley, BC  V1A 2J4 O: 250-432-9729 OF: N/A lp03@bctf.ca Kitimat District Teachers' Association (80) Kim Meyer 233 Enterprise Avenue Kitimat, BC  V8C 2C8 O: 250-632-3109 OF: 250-632-3108 lp80@bctf.ca Kootenay Columbia Teachers' Union (20) Andy Davidoff 1657 Hwy 3A Castlegar, BC  V1N 4N5 O: 250-364-1740 OF: 250-364-1750 lp20@bctf.ca Kootenay Lake Teachers' Association* (862) Cam Zuk Box 671 Kaslo, BC  V0G 1M0 O: 250-353-2227 OF: N/A lp862@bctf.ca Lake Cowichan Teachers' Association (66) Chris Rolls 5610 West Riverbottom Rd Duncan, BC  V9L 6H9 O: 250-748-0011 OF: N/A lp66@bctf.ca Langley Teachers' Association (35) Gail Chaddock Costello 100-5786 Glover Road Langley, BC  V3A 4H9 O: 604-533-1618 OF: 604-533-1400 lp35@bctf.ca Mackenzie Teachers' Association* (572) Shannon Pride Box 1836 Mackenzie, BC  V0J 2C0 O: 250-997-6340 OF: N/A lp572@bctf.ca Maple Ridge Teachers' Association (42) George Serra 11771 Fraser Street Maple Ridge, BC  V2X 6C6 O: 604-467-2111 OF: 604-467-0815 lp42@bctf.ca McBride-Valemount Teachers' Association* (573) Jennifer L'Arrivee 2265 Red Tail Road Mcbride, BC  V0J 2E0 O: 250-569-2295 OF: N/A lp573@bctf.ca Mission Teachers' Union (75) Mark Bradshaw 100-33344 2nd Ave Mission, BC  V2V 1K3 O: 604-826-0112 OF: 604-826-3435 lp75@bctf.ca Mount Arrowsmith Teachers' Association (69) Debbie Morran Box 1286 Parksville, BC  V9P 2H3 O: 250-248-3496 OF: 250-248-3440 lp69@bctf.ca Nanaimo District Teachers' Association (68) Mike Ball 3137 Barons Road Nanaimo, BC  V9T 5W5 O: 250-756-1237 OF: 250-756-0188 lp68@bctf.ca Nechako Teachers' Union (56) Thomas Thalheimer Box 978 Vanderhoof, BC  V0J 3A0 O: 250-567-5040 OF: 250-567-5060 lp56@bctf.ca Nelson District Teachers' Association (7) Paul Boscariol PO Box 1012 Nelson, BC  V1L 6A5 O: 250-354-4142 OF: 250-354-1558 lp07@bctf.ca New Westminster Teachers' Union (40) Grant Osborne 607 Columbia St New Westminster, BC  V3M 1A7 O: 604-526-8990 OF: 604-526-8912 lp40@bctf.ca Nicola Valley Teachers' Union (31) Peter Vogt Box 849 Merritt, BC  V1K 1B8 O: 250-378-5060 OF: 250-378-5060 lp31@bctf.ca Nisga'a Teachers' Union (92) Richard Hotson Box 226 New Aiyansh, BC  V0J 1A0 O: 250-633-2571 OF: 250-633-2574 lp92@bctf.ca North Okanagan-Shuswap Teachers' Association (83) Brenda O'Dell Box 187 Salmon Arm, BC  V1E 4N3 O: 250-832-1933 OF: 250-832-4592 lp83@bctf.ca North Vancouver Teachers' Association (44) Carolyn Pena 100 - 133 West 17th Street North Vancouver, BC  V7M 1V5 O: 604 988-3224 OF: 604 980-8092 lp44@bctf.ca Okanagan Skaha Teachers' Union (67) Leslea Woodward 697 Martin Street Penticton, BC  V2A 5L5 O: 250-492-4915 OF: 250-492-5540 lp67@bctf.ca Peace River North Teachers' Association (60) Michele Wiebe Box 6057 Fort St John, BC  V1J 4H6 O: 250-785-8881 OF: 250-785-8881 lp60@bctf.ca Peace River South Teachers' Association (591) Lorraine MacKay Box 145 Dawson Creek, BC  V1G 4G3 O: 250-782-1284 OF: 250-782-1280 lp591@bctf.ca Powell River District Teachers' Association (47) Cathy Fisher 201-4400 Marine Avenue Powell River, BC  V8A 2K1 O: 604-485-5212 OF: 604-485-2882 lp47@bctf.ca Prince George District Teachers' Association (571) Tina Cousins 101-1968 Queensway Prince George, BC  V2L 1M2 O: 250-562-7214 OF: 250-562-5743 lp571@bctf.ca Prince Rupert District Teachers' Union (52) Kathy Murphy c/o Fisherman's Hall, 869 Fraser Street Prince Rupert, BC  V8J 1R1 O: 250-627-1700 OF: 250-624-6784 lp52@bctf.ca Princeton District Teachers' Union (17) Robert Tarswell Box 1019 Princeton, BC  V0X 1W0 O: 250-295-6684 OF: 250-295-6684 lp17@bctf.ca Quesnel District Teachers' Association (28) Lisa Kishkan Box 4643 Quesnel, BC  V2J 3J8 O: 250-992-3737 OF: 250-992-3638 lp28@bctf.ca Revelstoke Teachers' Association (19) Jennifer Wolney Box 72 Revelstoke, BC  V0E 2S0 O: 250-837-2255 OF: 250-837-2255 lp19@bctf.ca Richmond Teachers' Association (38) Al Klassen 210-7360 Westminster Hwy Richmond, BC  V6X 1A1 O: 604-278-2539 OF: 604-278-4320 lp38@bctf.ca Saanich Teachers' Association (63) Mark Skanks 6843 Central Saanich Road Saanichton, BC  V8Z 5V4 O: 778-426-1426 OF: 778-426-0716 lp63@bctf.ca Sea to Sky Teachers' Association (48) Carl Walker 104-40775 Tantalus Rd Squamish, BC  V8B 0N2 O: 604-892-3056 OF: 604-892-2296 lp48@bctf.ca SEPF (93) Sylvie Liechtele 100-550 West 6th Avenue Vancouver, BC  V5Z 4P2 O: 604-871-1866 OF: N/A lp93@bctf.ca Sooke Teachers' Association (62) Ian Johnson 201-716 Goldstream Avenue Victoria, BC  V9B 2X3 O: 250-474-3181 OF: 250-474-5555 lp62@bctf.ca South Okanagan Similkameen Teachers' Union (53) Sylvia Slater Box 1586 Oliver, BC  V0H 1T0 O: 250-498-2255 OF: N/A lp53@bctf.ca Stikine Teachers' Association (87) Asa Berg c/o Asa Berg, Box 469 Atlin, BC  V0W 1A0 O: 250-651-7820 OF: 250-651-7820 lp87@bctf.ca Sunshine Coast Teachers' Association (46) Louise Herle Box 951 Sechelt, BC  V0N 3A0 O: 604-885-7944 OF: 604-885-9837 lp46@bctf.ca Surrey Teachers' Association (36) Jennifer Wadge 201-9030 King George Boulevard Surrey, BC  V3V 7Y3 O: 604-594-5353 OF: 604-594-5176 lp36@bctf.ca Terrace District Teachers' Union (881) Cathy Lambright 4733 Park Avenue Terrace, BC  V8G 1W2 O: 250-635-4659 OF: N/A lp881@bctf.ca Tumbler Ridge Teachers' Association* (593) Karen Edwards 127 Gwillim Crescent, Box 1003 Tumbler Ridge, BC  V0C 2W0 O: 250-242-5281 OF: 250-242-5785 lp593@bctf.ca Upper Skeena Teachers* (882) Joslyn Bagg Box 562 New Hazelton, BC  V0J 2Y0 O: 250-842-6613 OF: N/A lp882@bctf.ca Vancouver Elementary School Teachers' Association (391) Dan Graves 2915 Commercial Dr Vancouver, BC  V5N 4C8 O: 604-873-8378 OF: 604-873-2652 lp391@bctf.ca Vancouver Island North Teachers' Association (85) Shawn Gough Box 5151, 6855 Market St Port Hardy, BC  V0N 2P0 O: 250-949-8888 OF: 250-949-8882 lp85@bctf.ca Vancouver Island West Teachers' Union (84) Ryan Meise PO Box 137 Gold River, BC  V0P 1G0 O: 250-283-9081 OF: N/A lp84@bctf.ca Vancouver Secondary Teachers' Association (392) Debbie Pawluk 2915 Commercial Drive Vancouver, BC  V5N 4C8 O: 604-873-5570 OF: 604-873-3916 lp392@bctf.ca Vernon Teachers' Association (22) Heather Malcolm 4004 31st Street Vernon, BC  V1T 5J6 O: 250-542-0456 OF: 250-542-0564 lp22@bctf.ca West Vancouver Teachers' Association (45) Rob Millard 4915 Marine Drive West Vancouver, BC  V7W 2P5 O: 604-926-1617 OF: 604-926-1119 lp45@bctf.ca Windermere Teachers' Association (4) Doug Murray Box 478 Invermere, BC  V0A 1K0 O: 250-341-5158 OF: N/A lp04@bctf.ca)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11170,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2002 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 14, Number 4, Jan./Feb. 2002 Delta Hotels boycott All Delta hotels in Canada are under boycott by the Assembly of First Nations. The boycott is based on the actions of the hotel chain relative to the Sun Peaks Resort development near Kamloops. The national chief of the Assembly of First Nations, Matthew Coon Come, called for the boycott because the assembly believes the hotel chain is behind the attempts by Sun Peaks Resort Corporation to have the members of the Secwepmc Nation arrested for setting up camp on their traditional territory. "The chain has put its financial interests ahead of the recognition of the Aboriginal rights of First Nations who own that land. The Delgamuuk’w decision of the Supreme Court of Canada has clearly stated the Aboriginal title still exists in British Columbia and that the economic and legal right to the land still belongs to First Nations. The private interests behind this project are acting as if we don’t exist and their interests are the only ones worth protecting," stated Coon Come. The BCTF has informed the Delta Hotel chain that we will not be using its facilities until the Assembly of First Nations has removed the boycott. As of January 1, 2002, the Delta Pacific has been taken over by the Ramada chain. The union in place in the facility will remain. Existing bookings of the Federation are with the Ramada facility. – Peter Owens Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=18284,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 6, April 2009  Reading between the lines What the Ministry of Education doesn’t tell us about education funding By Margaret White On March 3, 2009, Minister of Education Shirley Bond stated in a letter to the editor of the Castlegar News, “Over the next three years, the education budget will increase another $114 million bringing the total education budget to $5.23 billion at the end of 2011–12.” What the minister doesn’t say is that the year-to-year increase in funding for education programs fell from $173.7 million in 2008–09 to $73 million in 2009–10, with plans to cut funding increases in half for each of the following two years. The ministry’s three-year plan shows year-to-year funding increases for education programs dropping to $16.3 million by 2011–12. What does the future hold for K–12 funding? The three-year plan in the 2009–10 Operating Grants Estimates manual reveals the ministry’s plan to freeze operating grants in 2010–11 and 2011–12. This means none of the minimal funding increases planned for education programs in these years will go to K–12 operating grants. Chart 2 shows the percent change in operating grants since 2006–07 is decreasing steadily to zero by 2010–11. This will leave districts with no additional funds to cover cost pressures such as inflation, negotiated salary increases, and other downloaded costs. For example, in 2010–11 negotiated salary increases will total at least $50 million. With no increase in the district operating grants, many boards of education will face severe shortfalls. How much did the 2009–10 operating grant increase since 2008–09? The Ministry of Education announced an increase of $84.4 million in total operating grants for 2009–10. But the amount allocated to districts in the 2009–10 operating grant estimates increases by $66.2 million since 2008–09, after accounting for the $12.6 million Summer Learning allocation in the 2008-09 recalculated operating grants. The remainder of the $84.4 million increase reported in the media is in the $71 million holdback for 2009–10. Districts will receive some of the holdback funds after the September 30 enrolment count. In 2008–09, about $47.5 of the $84.5 million holdback was released to districts after the September 30 enrolment recalculation. But boards must plan in April and submit a balanced budget by June 30, based on the $53.6 million increase in the 2009–10 operating grants estimates. No funding increase for 34 school districts in 2009–10 Over half of BC school districts, mostly in rural areas, will receive no increase to their 2009–10 operating grants. Many of these districts faced budget challenges or shortfalls in 2008–09 due to inadequate funding. For example, in a recent Columbia Institute study, the Kootenay-Columbia district reported a $2.18 million shortfall for 2008–09, resulting in a $1.9 million reduction in education services. Not enough to cover labour settlement costs Labour settlement costs make up a key component of the operating grants. These are costs that the provincial government has negotiated and is committed to fund. A recent report by the Columbia Institute showed that in 2008–09 all but two school districts faced a decrease in discretionary funding because the $122 million increase in the 2008–09 operating grant was not sufficient to cover the $137 million increase in labour settlement funding. Some secretary-treasurers reported that their district used up surpluses to cover the shortfall while some reduced services and/or other expenditures. For a copy of the report, go to: http://tinyurl.com/da2c7z  The same situation will arise in 2009–10. The $84.4 million increase in the operating grant is not enough to cover the $100 million increase in labour settlement costs. This amount falls at least $16 million short. The amount of the shortfall depends on how much of the holdback is released during the school year and whether the funds can be applied to increased labour settlement costs. Boards of education that used existing surpluses to deal with a shortfall in 2008–09 will not have those funds to fall back on in 2009–10. Districts that reduced educational services to make up for a shortfall in 2008–09 will face more drastic cuts in 2009–10 and subsequent years. Inflation erodes education funding The minister of education has also stated in the media that education funding has increased by almost one billion dollars since 2001. While it is true that funding in current dollars increased by about this amount, it is inflation-adjusted dollars that really count. Boards of education make decisions based on the real purchasing power of their budget allocations. Using the Bank of Canada inflation calculator, $4.40 billion is needed in February 2009 to purchase goods and services that cost $3.79 billion (the amount of the 2001–02 operating grant) in February 2002. In constant (inflation-adjusted) dollars, the $4.47 billion in the 2008–09 operating grant represents an increase of about $70 million dollars since 2002. This falls well short of what is needed to cover negotiated salary increases that the government is committed to fund and the cost of new initiatives and other downloaded costs. The enrolment decline supplement does not solve the problem The Minister of Education conveys the message that funding is especially generous, considering the decline in student enrolment over the past several years. For example, student enrolment is expected to decline by about 7,000 students in 2009–10. This is an average of about 115 students per district, and about 5 students per school. Districts say schools have fixed costs that are not easily adjusted in the short-run, when enrolment declines from year-to-year. For this reason, the ministry provides an enrolment decline supplement to some districts. But is it enough? The basic enrolment-based funding decreases by $37.5 million in 2009–10, based on projections for a decrease of 7,000 students. While the enrolment decline supplement is supposed to cushion districts from reduced funding due to lower enrolment, the total enrolment decline supplement for 2009–10 is $12.5 million dollars. Many districts do not qualify for the full supplement because the allocation is based on the percent decline in the student population, not the decrease in the actual number of students. Vancouver and Abbotsford, for example, are projected to lose a significant number of students yet receive no enrolment decline supplement in 2009–10. Only 5 of 60 districts receive the higher supplement for an enrolment decline greater than 4%, even though some districts lose more students than the districts receiving the supplement. The ministry also allocates $14.5 million for funding protection in 2009–10. However, this grant combined with the enrolment decline supplement is not always enough to make up for shortfalls due to an enrolment decline and other cost pressures. Provincial block funding not enough to cover cost pressures According to a background document prepared by the Saanich Board of Education, provincial block funding increased by $673 million since 2001–02. This was $250 million short of covering formula-cost pressures such as distributed learning, GAAP funding, targeted literacy, arts and special needs, summer school, course challenges, special needs increases, and labour settlements. After accounting for savings resulting from the enrolment decline since 2001–02, the report estimates a shortfall in funding to maintain services of $132 million. (Available at: http://tinyurl.com/cn7d7x) The future does not look good for public education The enrolment decline in recent years provided an opportunity for the government to address unmet needs in the education system. For example, they could have ensured all classes met legislated limits for class size and composition, and met more fully the needs of special education students. Instead, funding increases over the past decade barely kept pace with inflation. Little was left to cover increased labour settlement costs, new education initiatives, or to adequately address the needs of vulnerable students. This leaves public education in a precarious financial position as the Ministry of Education plans to freeze operating grants after 2009–10, leaving school districts to deal with the unfortunate consequences. Margaret White, researcher, BCTF Research and Technology Division. References available upon request. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=20636&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > March 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 5, March 2010  Teacher inquiry By Charlie Naylor and Nancy Hinds In April 2008, the BCTF Executive endorsed an approach to supporting teacher inquiry that co-ordinated existing inquiry approaches in the Program for Quality Teaching (PQT) and in the Research and Technology (R & T) Division. This approach was built on analyses of current professional development literature as well as the BCTF’s experience in supporting a range of inquiry projects over time. With a $315,000 Ministry of Education grant received in April 2008, the BCTF initiated projects in seven school districts (Coquitlam, Vernon, Central Okanagan, Surrey, Creston, Richmond, Nanaimo) each a three-way partnership involving the BCTF, the local teacher association, and the school district. Three provincial specialist associations (SEA, LATA, and THESA) of the BCTF were also funded to conduct inquiry. Some existing BCTF inquiry projects in Kamloops, Kootenay-Columbia, Cranbrook, and Sooke were continued from previous projects. To support inquiry, the existing cadre of PQT facilitators was expanded. Teacher facilitators supported the seven new projects in school districts, the three PSA projects, and four ongoing projects, a total of 14 teacher-inquiry groups in all. At each site a more experienced facilitator was paired with a less experienced facilitator to encourage mentoring and skill development. Three two-day training and sharing workshops were provided to this group of facilitators in the 2008–09 school year. Two BCTF staff co-ordinated the project and offered mentoring and support to the teacher facilitators. Approximately 210 teachers participated in the 14 projects. Each group of teachers reported their progress and learning at a celebration held at the project’s conclusion. Some made presentations for superintendents/senior district staff, trustees, local teacher association presidents, or executives, administrators, and teachers. One facilitator produced a film documenting the group’s approach to inquiry. Some resources were purchased and provided to facilitators, while more have been developed by both BCTF staff and the facilitators. A range of technology was used to support communication, data analysis, and reporting. Lessons learned are both logistical and conceptual. Much has been learned in terms of the logistics needed to support multiple inquiry projects at the central level (BCTF), and within local teacher associations. Partnerships with school districts have been positive and productive. While the BCTF’s co-ordinated inquiry work is still a work-in-progress, there exists an improved understanding of the importance of facilitation, and how to build facilitation capacity. A better understanding of inquiry approaches has also developed, with a variety of methodological approaches encouraged, including action research, focused professional conversations and book-study. Reactions from participants, facilitators, school district staff, and teacher association presidents have been uniformly positive. In their view, teachers have been engaged in productive professional development, and the collaboration between union and districts has been welcomed. The BCTF’s inquiry work during the 2008–09 school year has stimulated discussion about inquiry approaches in districts where projects were not funded, when the BCTF responded to requests for presentations on inquiry from a number of districts and teacher associations across the province. In the 2009–10 year, six new district-based projects have been funded, with some existing projects re-funded for a second year. Three new PSA projects will also receive funding in January. Facilitator training/sharing will continue. There will be an increased focus on documentation and reporting in order to share the lessons learned. At least one major conference presentation is planned and links to Ontario and Alberta teacher-union inquiry projects will be developed. The grant from the Ministry of Education has been combined with BCTF resources to build a level of co-ordinated approach to inquiry that has not been previously possible. It has provided the resources with which to build a foundation for inquiry. The second year will allow for some consolidation, yet there is a question of how sustainable this approach to teacher inquiry might be. There is a clear and somewhat stark choice—to build on the foundation currently developing or to revert to piecemeal and smaller-scale support for teacher inquiry as professional development. Charlie Naylor, BCTF Research and Technology Division and Nancy Hinds, Professional and Social Issues Division.)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2014/09/response-to-sandy-garossino.html?showComment=1411014658320,Staffroom Confidential: Response to Sandy Garossino Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Wednesday, September 17, 2014 Response to Sandy Garossino A number of teachers have pointed to a string of tweets by Sandy Garossino, who spoke so eloquently about the meaning of Justice Griffin's decision during our strike. I very much respect and appreciate her support for teachers and careful explanation of the court case to the public. However I do disagree with her analysis on our bargaining situation. Here are my responses to her arguments: My assessment is that what you achieved is very close to the highest negotiated settlement possible for you, if not the highest. #bced At the decisive moments it is very normal for those who are taking risks to feel nervous, fearful and uncertain. The art of negotiation is not to blink just at this moment. Yes, this government has a very different agenda than teachers. Yes, this is an extremely difficult bargaining situation. But teachers, workers and citizens have not ever made substantial gains in easy conditions. It always takes risk and sacrifice to win improvements to public services. The history of the labour movement demonstrates that taking risks in seemingly impossible situations is what has won historic gains. The eight hour day, maternity leave, health and safety rights - none of these came easily. We are in an era of massive inequality in which the small few who benefit from privatizing public services are pushing very hard to substantively undermine public education. This isn't just in BC, it is around the world, typified in the Global Education Reform Movement (GERM). It won't be easy, but we will never win if we don't try. One of the most destructive aspects of litigation is the fantasy that there's a clear or certain path to victory & you just hv to find it. I actually don't usually support legal strategies to make gains for public services - I agree they are limited. But the path of the tentative agreement is exactly the one government wants: Limited new monies for public education (which can be taken somewhere else...through yet more downloading of costs onto school boards); silencing the most eloquent critics of privatization and underfunding, the teachers, for five years; eliminating the need to ever implement the court case in the event government loses. I don't have illusions in a clear or certain path. But every victory requires risk and courage. If you never take that path, you never reach your goal. Teachers: You have a LOT TO LOSE if you reject this deal and proceed directly to appeal. This cannot be overstated. #bcpoli #bced We have a lot to lose if we do take this deal. More educational change aimed at privatizing a public system with no teacher action/negotiations to challenge those changes; More years of chronic underfunding, teacher stress and burnout and lost opportunities for children; A repeat of this bargaining round when the "re-opener" happens if we win the court case. I am not convinced this deal is any/much better than a legislated agreement which would be the absolute worst case scenario. They cannot legislate away the court decision - it would be illegal and would hurt their case on appeal. I have no trust that the small additional dollars in the Education Fund will translate into more teachers. It is fundamentally the same as the LIF, and during the years of the LIF, teacher numbers have decreased. This is what our own union has documented. Now is not the time to blink. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 10:43 AM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 12 comments: Greg McLeodSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:07 AM I'm not a teacher, but I think teachers have to vote no to this deal. If members aren't financially able to keep striking, voting no and returning to work under no contract is a better option than agreeing to a "re-opener", or anything else that threatens having the class size and composition language reinstated.ReplyDelete M NelsonSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:26 PM I agree. Once again, our union is willing to settle for too little, too soon. We need new union leadership.ReplyDelete Replies RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 4:51 PM The opposite. The government could wait much longer than teachers could. If you're unhappy with the deal you should ask your union leadership why they thought it was a good idea to go into a prolonged strike without a strike fund. There's a lot that can be accomplished in the negotiations, but I think it was always unrealistic for the BCTF to think it could overturn the results of the election through job action.Delete Reply BlairSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:43 PM Tara, your answer to tweet three doesn't consider the reality that a lot of younger teachers and two-teacher families faced which was that a fight to the death was going to be a lot worse on the teachers' side than on the government's. The government is not going to the polls for two-three years but teachers need to pay bills right now. We are lucky to be a one teacher, one non-teacher family. Between one earner and with savings we might make it to December before we had mortgage issues. We have friends who will not make it to October, let alone December. The old adage about taking what you can now and living to fight another day really looks pretty reasonable in our household. Your suggestion that we vote no and go back to work is not likely to work because right now the government knows they are in the best position they will ever be to hold the BCTF's feet to the fire. They have no need to let Teachers go back to work without a contract because they would be able to wave a red flag to the public blaming teachers for any continued strike. They would also thrive on the weakness of a union that went into a strike with no strike fund and then couldn't get their teachers to vote for the agreed-upon deal. It would be the perfect opportunity to break the BCTF once and for all. ReplyDelete Replies Carol SapergiaSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:56 PM I don't see the government locking us out if we went back without a contract... wouldn't that just garner support for teachers (those we.may lose briefly for voting no on the deal tomorrow)?Delete BlairSeptember 17, 2014 at 2:06 PM It would certainly garner support for the teachers....in the long run. But in the short run the gov't would have a boost because the teachers' voted against their negotiating team/executive's recommendations. Most importantly, the gov't doesn't need to last a long time. As I noted, finances are so bad for a lot of teachers that another three-four weeks is all it will take to bankrupt a small but not-too-small percentage of the membership. Those teachers are not going down without a fight and if they feel it was the union that failed them the results could be problematic for the BCTF. Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:07 PM There would only be a partial lockout if the teachers return to limited job action. Without that I highly doubt the government would do anything of the sort.Delete Reply UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:09 PM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete René MarcelSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:08 PM I have listened to Glen Hansman's comments placed insensitively as "counterpoint" to Tara's on CBC radio. I've watched video clips from both sides, from teachers, and parents and read what I can of the details of our agreement for ratification. I found out that Vince Ready pushed hard for a deal with a threat that the momentum would lost because he had to fly back east to Toronto on Tuesday for a few days. My soccer friends have asked me if it's a good deal. My wife knows that the money put into this deal comes almost entirely from the money saved by not paying teachers on picket lines. Then my 12 year-old son asked me a question that has both bothered me and helped me to decide which way I will vote. He asked, "So dad, if we go back to school will there still be (like) thirty kids and EA's coming in and out of my class all the time?" Thank you Tara for being a voice that reflects the long term reason why we stand up for public education. The Committee should be recommending that we go back to work and vote "no" so that our chance of having the better working conditions we had prior to 2002 can exist for our future grads, including my sons.ReplyDelete inschoinschoolSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:30 PM Class size and composition were the key points that we went out for, and should be the key consideration in deciding to go back (by voting yes). It would be unrealistic to think that in this round of negotiation we would be able to dramatically affect them, but what we did accomplish is the ability to maintain the fight when the clear objective of the government was to gain complete control over class size and composition. We thwarted that attempt, and kept the path open for the court case to run its course. Moreover, we gained clear language in the re-opener clause that the starting point of negotiations will from the stripped 2002 language. That's a big win. In this round, governments starting point was from the current, but ironically non-existant language struck by Justice Griffin. Add to that the thwarting of changes to teacher evaluation, and calendar and hours of work, and I think our bargaining team made a significant accomplishment. I don't for a second believe that we made enough gains to "fix" the system, give students the support they deserve, or pay teachers enough to maintain purchasing power. But I do believe that if we vote no, we open the door for big losses. Both in terms of control of the education system, and public support. I'm happy to take our modest gains, live to fight another day, and carry the support we've mobilized for continued pressure to make positive changes to public education. I'll be voting yes.ReplyDelete Replies René MarcelSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:51 PM The re-opener clause is a benefit only to the employer as it has been used by them since at least 1992 and, in this particular agreement proposal sets out to limit the ability of the union to use the court decision(s) to set negotiations on class size and composition from the standards and formula set prior to 2002. It is, as a colleague put it, "E80 with lipstick." Delete Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:54 PM The "starting point" is useless if it isn't implemented. Government just has to wait us out, which they love to do, because we get no pay increases while that happens. We've had the right to bargain CSC since 2013. Bill 22 actually put it back after two years. The reopener is not a "big win". It is a concession. What we want is if the court puts the language back, to have the language back. With the reopener, if the court puts the language back, we have to bargain the language back. That's less likely then than it would be today. There is not much to lose in this agreement. 10 minutes prep for elementary and $275 in benefit improvements. That's all I see.Delete Reply Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ▼  September (9) Reflections on the BC Teacher Strike BC Teacher strike - Lessons learned Response to Sandy Garossino Will the Education Fund improve classroom conditio... Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Class composition: a human rights perspective Class size and composition - a short visual histor... Guest post - I WILL HOLD THE LINE Teachers - let your leadership know it is time to ... ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=21176,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 7, May/June 2010  Bullying won’t stop anytime soon By Deb Taylor The following letter was sent to CKNW regarding the Christy Clark show. April 14, 2010, was declared Pink Shirt Day. In the days leading up to April 14, Christy Clark promoted this year’s antibullying campaign in her current role as a talk-show host for CKNW. This is the woman, who when she was the Campbell Liberal government’s education minister, relentlessly insulted and criticized public school educators. Although I’m pleased that efforts to prevent bullying have achieved this level of media support, I’m disheartened by the approach that Christy Clark took in order to shed light upon this issue. Unfortunately, most of her shows during this campaign dealt with examples of bullying where, as she often put it, “…the school did nothing.” It makes me think that perhaps Clark’s prime motivation for “championing antibullying” is to give herself another platform from which to continue bashing public school teachers and administrators. I say this because if Christy Clark and CKNW really wanted to make a difference that would bring an end to bullying in our schools, they would have also spent time exploring the challenges schools and parents face in addressing this complex issue. They would have highlighted programs that are working and given recognition to those in our public schools that are making a difference. Clark would have also spent time delving into the impact that multiple years of underfunding to our public schools and to the Ministry for Children and Families continues to have upon children’s safety in this province. If schools are to deal with bullying effectively, they need teachers, counsellors, and administrators who are trained and available to meet with students as issues arise. Instead, Pink Shirt Day this year should have been named—Pink Slip Day. As once again, Gordon Campbell made hollow promises on the steps of the Legislature by proclaiming that “Bullying Stops Here” while continuing to underfund public education. In the next two weeks, school boards around the province are having to make painful decisions around where to make cuts to the very services that help keep students safe. When these cuts take place and elementary counsellors lose their jobs due to funding shortfalls and the counsellors that remain see their caseloads go from one counsellor for 900 students to one for 1,800 students, when secondary counsellors and administrators are required to spend more time teaching, and when the teaching assistants responsible for aiding students with severe behavioral challenges lose their hours and in some cases their jobs…who’s going to be there when a student or group of students needs a hand at working through a conflict? Who’s going to teach the antibullying, conflict resolution, or restorative justice classes, who’s going to train and supervise school mediators or Playground Pals, and who’s going to offer small group social skills training for students whose disability is dealing with social situations? Who’s going to make sure our playgrounds, cafeterias, and hallways are safe when noon-hour supervisors numbers and hours are cut? The scary reality is that Christy Clark may well have even more upsetting stories to tell by Pink Shirt (alias Pink Slip Day) 2011. I sincerely hope I’m wrong. I also hope that when Pink Shirt Day comes around next year, Christy Clark can get over whatever personal unresolved issues she has with our public schools and spend her time promoting positive solutions to this issue. Deb Taylor has spent over 35 years as a teacher and a counsellor of students from Kindergarten to Grade 12. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=21184&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 7, May/June 2010  Five Coquitlam teachers bring hope–Yaakaar By Madeleine Mulaire On that day when I reached into my cupboard for the bag of flour, I knew I had to do something to help women on the other side of the world. I was inspired to take action after a trip to Mbour, Senegal, in March 2008, with my husband Raymond Lemoine, principal of Ecole des Pionniers de Maillardville in Port Coquitlam. We were on an exploratory trip to visit three schools, meet teachers, social workers, and medical personnel with the hope of organizing a humanitarian trip for the school’s Grade 11 and 12 students. The trip to Senegal would be part of a credited course called Global Perspectives that would be offered to students in order to raise their awareness on worldwide issues such as extreme poverty, education, cultural awareness, and the use and abuse of natural resources. We were accompanied to Senegal by Nadine, our 21-year-old-daughter, and two other members of Ecole des Pionniers de Maillardville. The Canadian delegates were taken to various villages by the local NGO representatives, Mathilde Thior and Emile Diouf. Upon our arrival in each village, I was very touched by the warm welcome, called teranga, of the Senegalese people. Their joie de vivre permeated their every day activities. Though their life situations were very poor, their exuberance, love for life, hospitality, laughter, and generosity were extraordinary! It was as if their happiness factor did not match their actual living conditions. I was also struck by the level of poverty everywhere we turned. Yet, the smiles from children made my heart melt with tenderness. In one of the villages, a group of women had been involved in an alphabetization program for a few years. There were 48 women between the ages of 15 and 50 who did not know how to read and write or do basic math. As is the standard in most of the villages, families are large, with up to 10 children in the home. In some cases, widowed women are struggling to raise up to 9 children on their own. As the priority is caring and cooking for the family and household chores, frequently the women are unable to attend the offered educational classes on a daily basis. In these villages, there was no running water or electricity. Every minute of their day has been allocated with tasks; preparing food and feeding their children, cleaning their huts, and doing laundry (all by hand I may add) for the family. Cooking food is a major undertaking and extremely time-consuming because of the limited tools, the use of outdoor fire pits, and scarce basic supplies. One of the staple foods in their diet is millet. Millet grows easily and abundantly in Senegal. It is our equivalent of flour and a basic staple to the Senegalese; it is cheaper than rice and very versatile. Tortillas, bread, and couscous are all made with millet. The problem is that millet needs to be prepared from the long stalks found in the fields to finely ground powder similar to the process of making wheat into flour, but without the machinery. The task of grinding millet is often done by hand using a large mortar and pestle which can take two to three hours every day. As I observed the activities of the women, I asked our NGO worker, Mathilde Thior, how this process could be expedited. Thior explained that some villages have millet grinders but the cost to purchase one is totally beyond their means. As an alternative to grinding the millet by hand, some of the women would walk to the closest village to have their millet ground in that village’s grinder, but this is a two-hour walk in a very hot climate. Additionally, there would be a cost (a portion of the millet) when the other village allows others to use their grinder. It’s no wonder the women did not attend their twice weekly classes. I asked the price of a millet grinder and learned that the cost was $6,000. Not so bad according to our Canadian standards. By the end of the 10-day trip, I had a sense of direction, a sense of how we could help, and which way we would do it. Soon after returning to my home in Port Moody, I gathered a group of 20 women—some friends, other co-workers, and even my hairdresser. I explained the situation of the women in a remote Senegal village, called Ndoundokh. At the first meeting, armed with compassion and ambition, my proposal to the 20 women of the Tri-Cities was: Can we raise $6,000 in the next six months to buy a millet grinder for the women of Ndoundokh? The women were hesitant. No one had ever done anything like this before. Slowly, the women started speaking up and proposed that as a group $3,000 would be a reasonable objective. Half the money was better than none at all and it would be a beginning. I agreed to this though I was really hoping for the full amount. The fundraising activities began. At monthly meetings, activities were planned, and volunteers offered their time for the projects. There were garage sales and raffles; selling greeting cards and cookie mix at various venues; holding bake sales and catering a gourmet Christmas dinner for school personnel. The women worked tirelessly on these volunteer projects, giving freely of their time and their talents. The dedication of the Canadian women’s group supporting the women of Ndoundokh was intense and steady. As the money started to roll in, a name for the group emerged—Entre-Femmes/Women Helping Women: Canada-Senegal. The women’s group is an off-shoot of the larger project called Yaakaar (the word for hope in the local Senegalese Wolof language). This defined the women as a group and affirmed them in their continued volunteer hours of work. Donations by individuals, who were touched by the nature of the project, as well as the continued fundraising activities poured in until March 2009 when the trip to Senegal was scheduled. There were 29 students and 6 accompanying adults, including a nurse heading off to Senegal. The group, Entre-femmes/ Women Helping Women: Canada-Senegal, had managed to raise just over $10,000 in six months, proving that human determination and dedication can make miracles happen. Where are we now? As the school year comes to an end and the Yaakaar Entre-femmes/Women helping women: Canada-Senegal concludes our second year of activities, what projects have been accomplished? The millet grinder in the village of Ndoundokh has been purchased and installed and is working very well. With this time-saving device, the women have the time in their day to attend classes. An education bursary of $500 was offered to a young 19-year-old woman, Mounass Tinne, enabling her to take a course in hotel management and therefore help herself become financially independent on completion of her certificate. Using the $3,000 that we raised this year, the women of the village of Back-Seck will be starting a micro-financed business. In this village, the women are organized in a group with a president, vice-president, secretary, and treasurer and hold regular meetings. They will start a small business of making batik (tie-dying fabrics) which will then be made into tablecloths, dresses, and purses. These items will then be sold at the local markets. The income generated by the village women will help their families and the entire village will reap the benefits as more income is generated. In addition, our intention is to offer an annual bursary of $500 to a young woman who wishes to continue her education for September. In conclusion—When we educate women, we also educate children. The best part of this endeavour is that the Canadian women benefit from learning about women around the world. We all face similar challenges. The living conditions and the culture of each may be totally different, but our similarities are the threads which tie us together. We all share the joys and sorrows of our children’s lives. We share the responsibility of caring for our families. We share the emotional welfare of each member of the family. We care, we nurture, we support….after all, we are women. Madeleine Mulaire is an elementary school counsellor at Ecole Porter Elementary and Cedar Drive Schools, Coquitlam.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12810,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2000 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 12, Number 6, April 2000 Collective bargaining on the line in B.C. by David Chudnovsky The recent CUPE strike was a demonstration of the strength of unity and solidarity. It was also a stark reminder of how easily a fundamental democratic right—the right to strike—can be taken away by the state. Never before in B.C. has there been a strike in public schools on the magnitude of the CUPE action. In 29 school districts enrolling close to 350,000 students, schools were closed for a week. It was a feat of effective union organization to co-ordinate the strike votes and actions of CUPE locals in so many districts, and it was a remarkable illustration of solidarity that virtually all BCTF members in affected districts honoured the CUPE picket lines. Many of our members remember the heady days of local bargaining between 1988 and 1993 when we achieved significant improvements in working and learning conditions and basic employment and professional rights. We worked and acted together and we fought hard for what we gained. And when we had to, we took strike action to conclude agreements. In three rounds of local bargaining, we had a total of 43 separate strikes by teacher locals in all parts of the province. And in every single one of those strikes, we had the full support of CUPE. From March 27 to 31 this year we returned that support to our non-teaching colleagues. So what was the strike about? CUPE’s bargaining objectives were substantial and clear—job security, a benefits accord, health and safety issues, support for students with special needs and the list goes on. But the biggest problem confronting CUPE is the same problem that stared us in the face the last two times we went to the table to negotiate an agreement. The provincial government, in its haste to eliminate local bargaining for teachers, created a dysfunctional bargaining system. The key to the problem is a bargaining agent representing the employer that has developed a life of its own and is seemingly accountable to no one—BCPSEA, the B.C. Public School Employers’ Association. BCPSEA was created in 1994 and in over six years of existence has not been able to reach an agreement with anyone. The issue confronting CUPE now is also on our agenda. It is how to make real collective bargaining happen between teachers and support workers on the union side, and employers on the other. Both BCTF and CUPE are working hard to demand of government that they fix the problem they created. Legislating union members back to work takes away the only leverage working people have with intransigent employers. But most settlements occur without strike action. The mere threat of a strike is often enough to create a reasonable balance at the bargaining table. By removing the right of workers to withdraw their labour, government has tipped the scales heavily in favour of the employer. As we prepare for our own bargaining next year, we’ll need to be both principled and creative. We can’t and won’t accept the removal of our democratic right to strike if we need it, and more than ever we’ll need to be flexible and creative in finding effective tactics to press for teachers legitimate bargaining interests. David Chudnovsky is the BCTF’s president. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2013_03_01_archive.html,Staffroom Confidential: March 2013 Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Saturday, March 9, 2013 Why educators should resist educational technology I sat down earlier this week to write a blog post and I had a catchy title in mind: "iPads in the Classroom: Deja vu all over again". I had just read an article tweeted to me by my friend Tobey Steeves that appeared in the Atlantic in the mid-1990's. The article is called "The Computer Delusion" and I would recommend it (http://www.theatlantic.com/past/docs/issues/97jul/computer.htm). It begins with a short history lesson on past technological advances meant to revolutionize teaching, learning and schools, like television. And how these did nothing of the sort. And I thought, yes, just like the current crop of fad technologies: Smartboards, iPads, MOOCs. My partner had just laughingly told me about how the first out of date and now useless Smartboard showed up in his school's staffroom - the general repository of ed tech junk. But the more I think about it, the less I think it is the same all over again. It is very true that since schooling and technology there has been technology in schools. Some technology is very helpful. Some does genuinely change the way we teach and learn, a little bit. And lots gets left in the dust bins of staff rooms for a whole variety of reasons well articulated in The Computer Delusion. However, just like everything else in society lately, what is different now is not the perpetual change and the perpetual adoption of change before there is evidence to support the change. What is different is the pace of change. Things are happening so fast no-one has time to even reflect on what went wrong. In Education Week an article on educational technology happily examined "adaptive content". "What if, for example, we designed MOOCs (massive online courses) that, when illustrating a principle during a lecture, could use examples which were designed for the student's context? After all, most online communities already require members to fill in their age, location, etc. Or, if we had webcams that would interpret student's emotions and speed up / slow down a lecture/provide more illustrations/segue to an activity as needed. This technology, in fact, is already used by marketing companies to score consumer's reactions to their products online by reading their facial expressions via webcam, instead of written/multiple-choice feedback." I don't know about you, but that creeps me out on a lot of different levels. Learning as social activity? No.  Learning to broaden your horizens? No. Learning without privacy intrusions? No. But from one point of view, why not, if that is the fastest and cheapest way to make human beings learn and fast and cheap are the criteria? About five years ago I was teaching Information Technology and one of the classes I taught was game design. A researcher from the local university came to study my class, interested in how "gamification" related to learning. I didn't think all that much of it at the time, but am starting to see that educational technology is no longer just about tools to enhance learning, but rather the insertion of some of the most disturbing aspects of marketing into the previously (somewhat) protected world of schools and childhood. Joel Bakan has written an excellent book called "Childhood under siege". In it he examines some of the ways that marketers have used their techniques to sell toys, create addictive games, and market pharmaceuticals to children. It is disturbing. Those same trends are evident in the pitch to change teaching and learning with technology. One of the words that really bothers me right now is "engagement". It is so trendy. You can't have a conversation or read an article about education without encountering it. But what does it really mean? Learning is hard. And learning hard things is harder. Learning also is often uncomfortable. And sometimes it is boring. Anyone who has learned to play the violin knows that it takes at least 10,000 hours of often repetitive practice that sounds bad. There is no shortcut. You can play with others, play pieces you like, and perform. These all make it more fun. And you hopefully learn along the way that the practice is worth it. And this is what motivates you to practice more. What the educational technology companies are pushing is "engaged" learning as a short cut. But it won't work. It won't engage. It won't teach better. First off, much of what passes for educational technology these days is really modified consumer electronics. iPads, iPhones...these are consumer devices, not educational tools. Apps and games are designed to addict, not engage. I find apps the most disturbing...the most simplistic human reaction - just touching it - gives you a reward and a little hit of dopamine. You keep playing. Or checking your email. Or your twitter feed. It is this very feature of apps that make them appealing to two year olds. Playing on an iPad is more fun than learning to walk. Why? It is easier. You learn less (if anything at all). That is why they have temper tantrums when you take the iPad away. Sherry Turkle, in her book "Alone Together", considers the touted advantage of "multitasking" with technology. "When psychologists study multitasking, they do not find a story of new efficiencies. Rather, multitaskers don't perform as well on any of the tasks they are attempting. But multitasking feels good because the body rewards it with neurochemicals that induce a multitasking "high". The high deceives multitaskers into thinking they are being especially productive. In search of the high, they want to do even more. In the years ahead, there will be a lot to sort out. We fell in love with what technology made easy. Our bodies colluded." App development and consumer electronics are not designed for optimal learning. They are designed for optimal addiction. Very, very clever marketing people put their minds to this. They use everything we know about human psychology. Online pets die for a reason, as Joel Bakan explains in his book. The reason is to cause fear and worry in the child who must return to the program to feed it. My daughter is 13 years old, and I look around and am thankful I didn't have to keep iPads away from her. How did this happen so fast? She's not even grown up, and already childhood is different, and not for the better. This year in our school District, Wifi will be available to every child in every high school. Why? I don't know. So they can watch youtube at lunch hour instead of hang out with their friends? Respond to their text messages? Check their Facebook? Is it *necessary* or even *beneficial* for learning? I've yet to hear a good reason. We didn't use to have think about the precautionary principle in education. The popular myth had it that the pendulum would always swing back the other way, protecting us from fads and political interference. But this myth is just that - a myth. For twenty years, from a computer in every classroom to massive online learning, technology companies have become more and more sophisticated at pushing their product. We need to resist before it is too late. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 2:13 PM 12 comments: Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest Thursday, March 7, 2013 Will School Board budget woes lead to more inequity and privatization? The news from the province for School Boards in BC was another disappointment. A "no increase" budget combined with inflation, rising pension costs, PST conversions costs and ten years of chronic under-funding means another round of cuts, layoffs, school closures and reduced services. Not surprisingly, amid these budget woes, some turn to the private or "choice" options. Parents turn to private schools who can offer class sizes of 10 - 20 while public schools are double this number. Or if they can't afford it, but they can drive across town and pay student fees, they look for the "programs of choice" that segregate the more affluent public school families into particular schools and particular programs. This week's Fraser Institute rankings showed pretty clearly the growing socio-economic divisions in BC schools. Unsurprisingly, private schools topped the lists, where classes are small and resources are high. Next came the schools of choice and schools in wealthier Districts and neighborhoods. Last on the list are the "inner city schools" - where poverty is often at crisis levels. Rather than being the great equalizer, schools in a world of parent "choice" serve to further stratify and segregate students. Growing inequality just keeps growing. Just as disturbing is the trend towards privatization by some in the education community. More and more school districts are looking towards fees, fundraising, fee-based international student programs and even public/private partnerships as a way to make up for woefully inadequate public funds. One example is found in a public survey put together by the Maple Ridge school District (https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/201314BudgetSurvey). In it they ask if there is community support for the following: Increase or introduce fees for optional programs (e.g. academies, band, bussing) Promote public private partnerships  Should the school district pursue public - private partnership opportunities in any of the following areas? Advertising, playgrounds, sponsorships, naming of facilities  Or, they ask, should they increase class sizes, reduce special education teachers/assistants, or close schools. What a false dichotomy! It is unfortunate that Maple Ridge has even posed these questions. The clear answer is to re-invest in public education through adequate public funding. The way there is through advocacy and communities and elected officials working together to pressure the provincial government to do so. If Maple Ridge and every other District facing funding shortfalls had joined with Cowichan to submit a deficit budget based on the genuine needs of the school district, perhaps the education budget today would look different. Chronic under-funding is not just about money. The current Liberal government has pursued this manufactured "crisis" to lend legitimacy to private options. But this path has only one end - quality schooling for the few, and ghetto-ized schools for the many. Rather than follow this dead end, I hope Trustees and others in the education world will take the opportunity of the coming provincial election and the coming District budget cycle to stand up and speak up for public education. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 2:21 PM No comments: Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest Newer Posts Older Posts Home Subscribe to: Posts (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts All Comments Atom All Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ▼  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ▼  March (2) Why educators should resist educational technology... Will School Board budget woes lead to more inequit... ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8068&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 7, May/June 2005 Global education engages and excites learners and their teachers by Marian Dodds Empathy, analysis, and action flow together in global education to make learning relevant to the lives of children and youth. Imagine your students actively engaged in lessons that teach them about human rights, basic needs, child protection, environmental issues, and other issues in international development that link to B.C. Ministry of Education learning outcomes. Better yet, imagine them planning socially responsible actions to make the world a better place. To assist teachers to achieve such goals, global education lesson ideas developed by colleagues as part of the BCTF/CIDA-funded Global Classroom Initiative are available on the Internet. And more teachers inspired to infuse a global perspective in their classrooms are now creating and piloting global education lesson plans to add to the 17 existing lesson aids created in 2002–03. Here is a sampling of what students might be doing, based on lessons online at Global Education Teaching Resources: Intermediate students race around the neighbourhood, their bikes loaded with sacks of heavy objects, in an activity that integrates math, science, and social studies while teaching empathy for the loads people in developing countries carry on their bikes to earn a living. Students write about themselves as Willy, a young boy who must quit school to work in the mine after his father and older brother are injured on the job and then linking their experiences to current issues of child labour. Secondary students discuss global perspectives on human geography and critically assess Canada’s foreign aid policy. Primary and intermediate students learn from one another as they work first independently and then collaboratively on a project about fair-trade chocolate. Secondary ESL students explore global interconnections by studying food and hunger in their country of origin and in Canada. Music floats through the K–7 classrooms, connecting students to interdisciplinary actions for peace, ecological sustainability, global citizenship, and social responsibility. Secondary students create displays for an in-depth look at world leaders for social justice. Students and teachers at an elementary school take on a school greening project for the environment. Students share their global issues research with the public through displays in public spaces. The lesson plans link to other resource-rich sites for teachers interested in bringing a global perspective to their classrooms. This year, building on the enthusiasm for global education nurtured by the first project, the Global Classroom Initiative expanded to offer a new workshop for teachers: Global education: In and beyond the classroom. Inspirational, relevant, interconnected, future focussed workshops led by passionate facilitators sums up teacher evaluations of these workshops. With assistance from a second CIDA Global Classroom Initiative grant, 12 enthusiastic B.C. teachers designed and then delivered 26 global-education workshops for teachers and pre-service teachers. From the North Coast to the Okanagan, Vancouver Island, and the Lower Mainland, more than 600 teachers attended a workshop this school year! Participants were thrilled with the resource lists and ideas shared in the workshops. The popular new Developing World map has been added as a workshop handout. To be part of this exciting initiative, consider booking a fall workshop for a conference, your school, or your local. For more information, contact Marian Dodds, at the BCTF, mdodds@bctf.ca. • For global education resources and lesson aids, see Global Education. • View the interactive online Developing World map at www.canadiangeographic.ca. • For CIDA teacher zone resources, see www.cida.ca/teacherzone. Marian Dodds is an assistant director in the BCTF’s Professional and Social Issues Division.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12034,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2001 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 13, Number 5, March 2001 Cola vending machines ‘Rich’ contracts that may not be so ‘sweet’ by Dianne Dunsmore As a secondary teacher, have you ever found yourself volunteering to fill the cold-beverage vending machines at your school? Has the school’s soft-drink representative ever told you that you are not allowed to give students a special deal on cola or sell lemonade at the school, even as part of a fundraising event? Can students still buy milk in your school? Have you ever felt uncomfortable expressing your concerns publicly about the cola products or accompanying promotions? A deal between Coke or Pepsi and secondary schools may appear “sweet” at first glance, bringing added funds for cash-strapped schools. However such contracts have aggressively evolved into secretive, exclusive arrangements that have binding strings attached. Committed to these exclusive school-contract provisions, teachers need to be informed of their features and be aware of the emerging issues that may directly affect the working and learning conditions in their school as a result of such agreements. Exclusivity During the past five years, the B.C. public education system has permitted the cola giants to establish exclusive contractual agreements with individual secondary schools or school districts. The contracts allow only one beverage company the exclusive right to sell drinks at that school or school district, creating monopoly arrangements for the corporation. No other drink, except milk sometimes and a few juices (such as tomato juice), can be sold on the premises during school hours. The length of the contracts, which is negotiable, has increased significantly; a 10-year commitment is not uncommon to secure individual schools. Price fixing The cost of the soft drink is established through preliminary arrangements or within a contract clause. Frequently, the price of a can of pop is increased in accordance with the contract, forcing students to pay more. All outlets in the school or district must charge the agreed-upon price; the school store, cafeterias, and any sporting event (unless the product is given away as a promotion by the bottling company). Therefore, schools can sell drinks as part of a fundraiser, but the drinks must be products of the cola company and sold at the agreed-upon price. School-based profits When the contract is signed at an individual school, the share of the school’s profit, from direct sales, remain in the school, going unreported to the board office. The profits can be anywhere from 15% to 40%, depending on who can cut the best deal. One secondary administrator claimed an annual profit of $20,000,while the neighbouring secondary school revealed a $40,000 gain. In the Cola Wars, the beverage companies are competing with each other while individual secondary schools compete for the best contract. The percentage of school profit, which is on a grid, is directly linked to volume, the main focus of the beverage company. Therefore, larger secondary schools have a much greater profit potential. This volume-driven profit forces schools to promote the product in pursuit of more funds. For example, multiple vending machines may be placed outside the gym door or in cafeterias to increase sales volume. Some school boards retain and allocate resources, while other boards share the profit with individual schools. In the absence of guidelines, profits varied widely at both the district and the school level. Signing bonus There is usually up-front money for the signing school ($10,000 to $15,000), paid in installments. If the school breaks the contract, the second installment may not arrive, or, as in any contract, the school could be liable to repay the signing amount, obliging the school to keep the agreement. Direct promotions In exchange for free vending machines, the exclusive contract often includes mutually agreed upon promotions, with the objective being, “to increase soft drink volume.” The beverage company may sponsor the spectator event by engaging the students in a contest. For a few high-priced prizes, such as a cell phone or pager package, at sport assemblies or events, students may be invited to participate in a drinking contest that includes naming all the company’s drinking products or racing to a designated area and bearing a transferable tattoo of the corporate logo or name. Speaking out When school administrators sign the contracts, they are acting as agents of the board. This can put the administration in a perceived conflict of interest if students or teachers criticize the expectations of these agreements. There have been attempts by some corporations in the U.S. to include non-disparagement clauses that prevent students and employees from speaking out. What does your contract say? Secrecy Similar to other competitive corporate agreements, the contracts are highly confidential to protect the business interest of both parties. School-based administrators sign the contracts as agents of the school board. Confidentiality, which is either a preliminary agreement or a contract provision, can make it difficult for the administrator to share the information in the contract with any school board employee, including senior administration. Teachers, parents, and students can also be denied access to the contracts. At this point, even an application for disclosure through the Freedom of Information and Privacy Act does not guarantee complete transparency of the contents, upon request. Do these corporate deals wield more power than public policy? Where do we go from here? Teachers have the right to be informed of the contracts in their school or school district. They need to understand the context and be aware of the changes in policy at the ministry and district level that have accelerated this commercial intrusion. It is imperative that teachers collectively convey to government that it is accountable for commercial enterprises and it must legislate protective measures to ensure full disclosure of such contracts province-wide. If private corporations are to be permitted access to our schools, they must meet the same vigourous standards for ethical behaviour that apply to all public institutions. This year’s BCTF AGM will be considering resolutions and executive recommendations to address this burgeoning corporate intrusion into our public schools. Your delegates should be prepared to vote on these important issues. Dianne Dunsmore teaches at South Meridian Elementary School, Surrey. For more information see www.bctf.ca/notforsale. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=24455,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 3, November/December 2011   Les trois actions sociales : responsabilité, service, justice  par Marie-Claude Tremblay   Cet article a été traduit de The Three S`s: social responsibility, social service, and social justice par Joan Merrifield de la FECB et publié dans le Social Justice Newsletter de la FECB, automne 2008. http://tinyurl.com/3ka3ynj  La justice sociale, le service social et la responsabilité sociale sont souvent confondus. Les trois sont liés mais ont des buts très différents. Notre approche à ces enjeux sociaux est-elle pareille ou différente ? La responsabilité sociale n`est pas le nombre de fois qu`un étudiant est en retard pour la classe ou que ses devoirs sont incomplets. Cela consiste à aider nos étudiants à devenir des citoyens responsables et bienveillants. Pour eux, les cours de planification personnelle et de sciences humaines peuvent augmenter leur connaissance et leur compréhension de la démocratie et de la société dans laquelle ils vivent. Quand les étudiants se concentrent, ils apprennent à devenir des penseurs critiques, comment réfléchir et comment répondre aux questions d`intérêt public de leur communauté. Avec un apprentissage en compétences d`écoute efficaces et réfléchies ainsi que des habiletés en communication assurée, les étudiants développent une confiance en soi et une résilience lorsqu`ils traitent de questions controversées. Grâce à la responsabilité sociale, nous avons l`occasion d`enseigner aux étudiants la valeur de la diversité et de combattre les stéréotypes et les préjugés. Donc nos étudiants seront plus susceptibles d`agir d`une façon positive et active dans nos écoles et nos communautés lorsqu`ils ont le pouvoir de le faire et quand ils savent ce que veut dire vivre dans une société démocratique et socialement juste. Le service social n`est pas à propos de la pitié ou de juger de la capacité des autres à prendre soin d`eux-mêmes. Il ne s`agit pas de restreindre l`accès aux services ou de décider qui mérite un soutien. Il s`agit d`offrir des dons en nature ou de faire des levées de fonds pour une cause ou un événement. Lorsque nous participons dans une activité de service social, nous faisons cela dans un esprit d`altruisme sans attendre de retour personnel. C`est une tentative de subvenir aux besoins immédiats de survie et de tenter de fournir abris, nourriture, vêtements, soins médicaux, etc. pour ceux qui en ont besoin. De même, on donne souvent de son temps et de son argent pour s`assurer que les animaux sont soignés, que la faune est protégée et que les espaces sauvages sont préservés. Bien que les services sociaux tels que banques alimentaires fournissent de la nourriture pour ceux qui ont faim, ce service en soi n`attaquent pas les causes profondes de la faim et n`éliminent pas la nécessité des banques alimentaires. Lors des événements de bienfaisance dans les écoles pour recueillir des fonds pour nos communautés ou pour d`autres pays, nous essayons d`aider d`autres à survivre. Nous ne traitons pas les questions sous-jacentes de l`inégalité et leurs conséquences. Les étudiants qui participent à ces événements apprennent l`empathie et feront donc des œuvres de charité dans leur communauté en tant qu`adultes. La justice sociale implique le redressement d`injustices : prendre des mesures qui assurent un changement systémique ; prendre des décisions responsables et les vivre consciencieusement tous les jours ; faire partie des activités qui soutiennent autant un individu qu`une communauté. Quand on renforce les compétences et qu`on change la vie des autres, on crée une société civile et humanitaire, fondée sur le respect. Par exemple, les jardins communautaires nous donnent non seulement la possibilité de cultiver, mais aussi la possibilité de planifier et d`être participant égal au niveau des décisions à prendre. Quand on reçoit un salaire décent, contre un salaire minimum ou pas de salaire du tout, on acquière la capacité de faire des choix et de participer dans la communauté aux niveaux sociaux et politiques. La justice sociale ne donne pas la permission aux élites d`avoir du pouvoir sur d`autres groupes, communautés ou pays. On ne doit pas imposer un ensemble de valeurs sur les autres, mais on doit travailler côte à côte, souvent dans le rôle d`apprenant, afin de créer le changement. Si l`on compare les trois actions sociales, on peut voir trois approches pour traiter des questions sociales. La responsabilité sociale dépend de l`éducation, tandis que le service social est une façon de maîtriser les situations de crise immédiates. La justice sociale crée des changements à long terme en analysant l`oppression systémique qui a provoqué l`inégalité en premier lieu. Nos étudiants peuvent être impliqués dans les projets locaux et globaux aux trois niveaux et peuvent y augmenter leur connaissance et leur sensibilisation. Ils peuvent faire des levées de fonds et de dons. Ils peuvent développer des relations avec ceux qui partagent leurs avis tout en découvrant les questions importantes sur lesquelles ils veulent se concentrer. Ils peuvent choisir des projets qui leur permettront d`effectuer des changements. En tant qu`enseignant, nous devons expliquer ces trois actions aux questions sociales à nos étudiants et les aider à choisir les projets qui auront le plus grand impact. Une bonne ressource pour nos membres est Social Justice Lens, un outil pour planifier et évaluer des projets de justice sociale au niveau de la classe ou du conseil scolaire http://tinyurl.com/44gdgdd  N`hésitez pas à partager cet article. Si vous avez des questions, communiquez avec Marie-Claude Tremblay (mctremblay@bctf.ca), responsable des programmes et services en français. Marie-Claude Tremblay, Responsable des programmes et services en française, BCTF Professioinal and Social Issues Division  Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=25454&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > March 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 5, March 2012   Health and safety: Precautions to take toward a successful WCB claim  By Karen Langenmaier  Have you ever wondered what would happen if you were injured at work or there was something in your work environment that made you sick that caused you to be off work or need months of therapy? Would you have to use up your sick days? Who would pay for the treatments? As workers, BCTF members are covered under the Workers Compensation Act and are eligible for compensation for workplace injuries and occupational diseases. What to do if you are injured on the job Report to the first-aid attendant. Report to the administrator verbally and by completing the WorkSafeBC 6A form. Make a copy for yourself, your local union, and the health and safety committee. Inform your staff or health and safety rep. Go to your doctor. This is one of the most important steps because if you are eligible for compensation, it will not start until you have seen your doctor. Report to WorkSafeBC via Teleclaim at 1-888-WORKERS. Members should keep in mind though that not all claims are accepted. The claims in which the BCTF WCB advocate has been challenged involve injuries, which occur during extracurricular activities, what WCB considers “volunteer” work, and work done outside of instructional or work time. The WCB test in accepting or denying a claim is whether the event or activity is part of the member’s work. Activities such as coaching, conducting a school band or taking a group of students on a field trip seem to be generally accepted as part of a teacher’s work. Participating in an event at lunch or after school carry a higher burden of proof. WCB in one case decided that teachers taking part in teacher-student activities at lunch are volunteering and that participation is not part of a teacher’s job. Therefore if a teacher is injured they are not eligible for compensation for the injury. The other test is whether administrators direct teachers to take part in the event or if the administrators are present during the activity. The WCB has said that it is a teacher’s choice to take part during the lunch break, that administrators do not direct teachers to participate and administrators should be present at the activity to supervise. Another area where teachers have a high burden of proof is when they come into the school in the evenings or weekends or buy supplies for their classes. If a home economics teacher buys supplies for the class, they must be able to prove that the shopping was solely for the work and no supplies were purchased for personal use. Many teachers come into schools in the evening or weekends to prepare for the next class. It is imperative that the teacher be able to prove that the work being done is directly related to their work as a teacher. No one goes to work expecting to be injured or to contract an occupational disease. Teachers regularly work outside instructional time either preparing for classes or participating in school events and extra-curricular activities. However WCB decisions based on the examples outlined above may make teachers think twice about participating in school activities. Until the WCB understands the nature of teachers’ work, there are precautions that members should take: Prevention is always the first line of defense. BCTF members as part of an aging population need to recognize that what could be done at the age of 25 cannot be done anymore at the age of 45. Do a risk assessment of the activity and take steps to eliminate or reduce the risk of injury. Take part only in school sanctioned events. This means events that are clearly part of the school’s overall activities and that are not only approved by the administrator but ones in which there is a clear expectation that teachers participate. Make sure administrators know of teacher’s participation and have written confirmation. For example, if it is part of the home economics teacher’s duties to purchase supplies, this should be in written form and signed by the administrator. As another example—if teachers are to participate in a lunch, evening, or weekend activity there should be written documentation of the administration’s acknowledgement that the activity is sanctioned by the school and that the participation of the teachers is part of their work. The same advice holds true for field trips in which teachers who are not the regular teacher are asked to accompany students as chaperones. Members who come into schools in the evening or weekends should ensure their administrators know and approve of the time and activity. Document, document document. The historic compromise of 1917 in which workers gave up the right to sue their employers and fellow workers for injuries on the job in return for a no-fault insurance program fully paid for by employers saw the inception of the Workers Compensation Act. The act puts the onus on the employer to ensure healthy and safe working conditions. It remains however the responsibility of the workers to look after themselves. If a claim is denied, the member should contact the BCTF WCB advocate to seek advice. Ideally, the more of these appeals the BCTF wins, the sooner WCB will understand the work of teachers.  Karen Langenmaier, BCTF Income Security Division    )
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/IssuesInEducation.aspx?id=15960,BCTF > Issues in Education > Cyberbullying  	BCTF > Issues in Education  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Issues in Education > Cyberbullying Cyberbullying The purpose of the cyberbullying web page is to help BC teachers cope with cyberbullying in their classrooms and in their personal lives. BCTF members are invited to recommend online resources for possible inclusion. E-mail suggestions to webinfo@bctf.ca. Page Content What is Cyberbullying?  Tips for Teachers  Articles and Reports  Books  Links  What is cyberbullying? Cyberbullying has been defined by Canadian educator Bill Belsey  as “the use of information and communication technologies (such as e-mail, cell phones, pager text messages, instant messaging, and defamatory personal websites) to support deliberate, repeated and hostile behaviour by an individual or group, that is intended to harm others”. Belsey is the creator of www.cyberbullying.org, the first website about the issue of cyberbullying. His article, Cyberbullying: An Emerging Threat to the “always on” Generation , provides further context and a general overview of the topic. Tips for Teachers The following materials on cyberbullying are primarily aimed at helping teachers cope with this issue.    Canadian Teachers’ Federation. Cybertips for teachers . Éthier, B. (2007).  Facebook. Caught in the web: Teachers must be cautious. The Manitoba Teacher, 86(1), 1.   A short article reviewing some recent cases that have challenged the Manitoba Teachers’ Society to examine the negative utilization of Facebook, and other social networking tools.  MediaSmarts. Cyberbullying Rights and Responsibilities - Teaching Backgrounder. Retrieved June 3, 2008 Web awareness professional development workshop on cyber bullying.  Retrieved June 3, 2008.   Newfoundland and Labrador Teachers’ Association (2008). Cyberconduct and electronic communications: Important information and advice for teachers, Infosheet number 26   Articles & Reports Canadian research on cyberbullying of students, as well as cyberbullying directed against teachers and other educators. Brown, K., Jackson, M., & Cassidy, W. (2006). Cyber-bullying: Developing policy to direct responses that are equitable and effective in addressing this special form of bullying. Canadian Journal of Educational Administration and Policy, 57. Retrieved June 3, 2008 from www.umanitoba.ca/publications/cjeap/articles/brown_jackson_cassidy.html  This article from Simon Fraser University reviews existing research on cyber-bullying, framed through a policy lens.  The development of effective policy required a collaborative effort involving all stakeholders – policymakers, school officials, parents and youth. Browne, L. (2007). Ontario College of Teachers’ survey: Cyberbullying at the forefront of teacher concerns. . Lois Browne provides some relevant data from an Ontario College of Teachers’ survey, conducted by phone (5th annual State of the Teaching Profession).  84% of teachers report having been cyberbullied. Froese-Germain, B. (2007). Bullying in the digital age: Using technology to harass students and teachers . CTF Professional Development Perspectives, 7(1), 5-8. Bernie Froese-Germain is a Researcher with the Canadian Teachers’ Federation and a member of the CTF workgroup on cyberbullying.  This article provides an overview of the problem and some suggested strategies for addressing the emerging issue. Li, Q. (2007). New bottle but old wine: A research of cyberbullying in schools. Computers in Human Behavior 23(4), 1777-91. This study is an exploration of the cyberbullying issue with a primary focus on the nature and extent of adolescents' experiences.  A survey of 177 grade seven students from 2 middle schools in a large western Canadian city was analyzed to answer the research questions.  Dr. Li also has an e-bullying website with links called the Cyber Safety Toolkit. Lines, E. (2007). Cyberbullying: Our kids’ new reality . Toronto, ON: Kids Help Phone. This report is an analysis of nearly 2,500 responses to an online survey posted over a four-week period. Its main goal is to shed some light on cyber-bullying behaviour and the impact those behaviours can have on Canadian kids. Mishna, F., et al. (2009) Interventions for Children, Youth, and Parents to Prevent and Reduce Cyber Abuse. Campbell Systematic Reviews 2009:2. Campbell Collaboration Systematic Reviews 2009:2. This systematic review involves conducting a comprehensive examination of the literature in order to collect all evidence regarding strategies to prevent and intervene with respect to cyber abuse. Shariff, S. (2005). Cyber-dilemmas in the new millennium: School obligations to provide student safety in a virtual school environment.  McGill Journal of Education, 40(3), 467-87. This paper reviews the current policy vacuum as it relates to the legal obligations and reasonable expectations of schools to monitor and supervise on-line discourse, while balancing student safety, education, and interaction in virtual space.  Dr. Shariff is also Principal Investigator on 2 grants funded by SSHRC to develop a profile of cyberbullying, and develop guidelines to help schools address cyber-bullying. Books Recent books about cyberbullying, with links for more information. Kowalski, R. M., Limer, S. P., & Agatston, P. W. (2012). Cyber bullying: Bullying in the digital age. 2nd edition. Malden, MA: Wiley-Blackwell. http://ca.wiley.com/WileyCDA/WileyTitle/productCd-1444334816.html   Shariff, S. (2008). Cyber bullying: Issues and solutions for the school, the classroom and the home. New York, NY: Routledge. people.mcgill.ca/files/shaheen.shariff/cyber-bullying.pdf   Willard, N. E. (2007). Cyberbullying and cyberthreats: Responding to the challenge of online social aggression, threats, and distress. Champaign, IL: Research Press.  http://books.google.ca/books/about/Cyberbullying_and_Cyberthreats.html?id=VyTdG2BTnl4C   Links Be Web Aware is a national, bilingual public education program on Internet safety. The objective of everyone involved in this project is to ensure young Canadians benefit from the Internet, while being safe and responsible in their online activities.  The site, developed by Media Awareness Network, is full of information and tools to help parents teach their children to handle the potential risks associated with going online. The Bully Project website has assembled tools and resources to help you prevent bullying and create a more caring respectful community. The Cyberbullying.ca website project, initiated by noted Canadian educator Bill Belsey, was created because he observed that cyberbullying has become a huge problem in other parts of the world, where mobile phones and other telecommunications tools are more deeply embedded in youth culture. This is the first website to address the issue of cyberbullying specifically. Cybersmart Education not only addresses online safety and security issues, but also fosters 21st century skills to increase student engagement and prepare students to achieve in today’s digital society. The Student Curriculum section includes lesson plans with free reproducible student activity sheets. Embrace Civility in the Digital Age (formerly the Center for Safe and Responsible Internet Use). Nancy E. Willard’s website promotes approaches to address youth well-being and risk in the digital age in a manner that promotes positive norms, increases effective skills and resiliency, and encourages young people to be helpful allies who positively intervene when they witness peers being hurt or at risk. Media Smarts has developed a series of bilingual lessons to give students a better understanding of the ethical and legal implications of cyber bullying and to promote positive Internet use. The NetSmartz Workshop is an interactive, educational safety resource from the National Center for Missing & Exploited Children and Boys & Girls Clubs of America for children aged 5 to 17, parents, guardians, educators, and law enforcement that uses age-appropriate, 3-D activities teach children how to stay safer on the Internet. STOP A BULLY allows any student in Canada to safely report serious incidents of bullying and cyberbullying to school officials. STOP A BULLY is a free service for all Canadian students and schools. Home of "Don't Stand By, Stand Up," StopCyberbullying was the first cyberbullying prevention program in North America. Its specially-trained young volunteers design and deliver community programs to help their peers address cyberbullying. These teens and tweens staff their own text messaging support line for other young people, build apps to promote kindness, and provide student peer support in their schools. Compiled by BCTF Information Services Last modified March 5, 2014  About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=31315,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2013   Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 26, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 2013       Classified advertising  TRAVEL/VACATION SOUTH OF FRANCE villa in lively, lovely market town of Limoux. 4 bdrms. 2 bath. Sleeps 8. All mod cons. Near lake and river swimming and historic Carcassonne. Great rates. Deep discounts for long-term, off-season. www.southoffrancerental.com   FRANCE Ultimate vacations, pri­vately owned, beautiful furn. 1 bdrm. central Paris. Wkly/mthly. 604-738-1876, 604-879-4936, irene.roland@gmail.com - www.ultimateparis.com  MAUI, KIHEI Privately owned, fully furn. 2 bdrm, 2 bath condo, across from Kamaole Beaches. Great complex, Great location. 250-598-6955. FRANCE Alsace and Vosges Mountains, 3 bdrm. heritage house on wine route, furnished, modern kitchen, 45 min. from Germany, 35 min. from Switzerland. C$550/wk., mano936@gmail.com  ENGLAND The Cotswolds, cottage suitable for two people. Gorgeous, country walks and history at your doorstep. Email: lynette@coulter.plus.com  PUERTO VALLARTA Bright, clean, quiet, 1 bdrm., 2 blks from beach, downtown, $350/wk., $895/mo. (May-Oct.), $1,395/mo. (Nov.–April). 604-608-4268, dbemc@hotmail.com  GULF ISLANDS Deluxe waterfront cottage, 1 bd./sleeps 4, winter and summer rates, call Alma 250-629-3008, www.ainsliepointcottage.com  FRANCE Alsace wineroute near Strasbourg, large 2 bdrm. apartment. Balcony overlooking river, beamed ceilings, much charm. Contact morrow.gr@gmail.com  GREECE Charming, 1 bdrm. apartment on Mediterranean Sea. Fully equipped, including air conditioning. Contact morrow.gr@gmail.com  MAUI Great S Kihei location, 1 bdrm. with ocean view, across from great beachs. For more information 209-599-5248 or www.maui342.com   BAJA San Jose Del Cabo Mexico: Privately owned, fully furnished 1 bdrm. condo on the Punta Sur Golf Course (6th tee) Ocean view. Wkly/mtly. 604-626-8523, eleanoreelton@gmail.com or VRBO #461431 for pics. PUERTO VALLARTA 2 bdrm. condo rental, bfoog13@hotmail.com  WHISTLER Townhouse, sleeps 6, fully equip. 604-925-7669 or Gary 604-669-7212. WATERFRONT CONDO Birch Bay, WA. 2 bdrm., 2 bath, for week or weekend rentals. Complex has indoor pool, hot tub, games room. $150/night or $900/wk (plus $50 cln. fee) birchbayrentals.com or call Teresa 604-831-4080. MAUI beautifully renovated 2 bdrm, 2 bath loft in great Kihei location, close to all amenities and steps to the beach. For more info: www.vrbo.com/3491485ha or gonetomaui@telus.net  THREE WINTER ESCAPES Rincon de Guayabitos, Mexico, 5 bdrm. beach house, or 2 bdrm apartment, walking distance La Penita. Gorgeous beach, Dec. Feb. Mar. Apr. May. Palm Springs, 2 bdrm, 2 bath townhouse, renovated, all amenities, pool, tennis courts, golf across street,fabulous location. Nov. Dec. April, May. Gabriola Island. Beautiful waterfront home, southern exposure, beach access, kayaks. Culture, art, recreation, senior activities, trails, close to ferry, and Nanaimo. Jan. Feb. March. Suite available for weekly rentals. Info at billchelsom@shaw.ca   SEE EUROPE like you’ve never seen it before! Highly rated tours – Ideal for teachers! www.onelifetours.ca  FRANCE 2014/2015 holiday rental. Well renovated converted barn & stone houses in ancient, traditional vineyard village, SW France. Great walking, cycling, food, wine, Cathar castles. C$776/ C$1067/wk. couple or family/children under 18. Email: mjcapper@hotmail.com, Visit: www.ourinfrance.com.au ARIZONA Christmas getaway to a 3 bdrm. rancher on Johnson Ranch Golf Course, SE of Phoenix. Dec/Jan. $450/wk. 250-247-8774. SPRING BREAK MEXICO Book early, bring friends. Beautiful large home across from lovely ocean beach near Puerto Vallarta. 4 large bdrms, 6 baths, large decks, gorgeous views, fully furnished and equipped. Sleeps 8. $1000/ wk. helgabarb01@gmail.com - Sorry, Christmas is taken. FOR RENT/EXCHANGE VANCOUVER Clean, bright, quiet, centrally located condos at Robson & Bute, 1 bdrm. weekly/monthly rates. 604-608-4268, dbemc@hotmail.com  VANCOUVER ISLAND HOUSE $1,000/mo. Beautiful ocean view, level entry, on a quiet acreage in the country. 2 bdrms both with large closets. Fridge, stove. Storage room, washer, dryer in basement. Ample parking for boat or RV. Close to beaches and boat launch. In "Sunny Saltair," Ladysmith. Teacher landlord looking for teacher, retired or not, to enjoy the place! Contact saltairsound@gmail.com   VANCOUVER Beautifully furnished, 1 bdrm. West End apartment for rent. $99/night. bboudreau817@gmail.com  MISCELLANEOUS SCHOOL TATOOS temporary tattoos printed with your school’s art. 1000 Tattoos $129, Free Graphic Service and Free Tattoo Proof. Website: www.schooltattoos.ca, E-mail: info@schooltattoos.ca or call (613) 567-2636. VOICE LESSONS White Rock area. Ivy Charyna, SD#36 Music and Drama teacher. ivycharyna@gmail.com 604-817-7174. TEACHERS’ TUTORING SERVICE is looking for qualified high school teachers for one-to-one in-home tutoring in all areas of Metro Vancouver. Teachers must be BC Ministry of Education certified. For more information and to apply online, visit our “Join Our Service” page at www.tutor.bc.ca TTS is a non-profit society. TILING & PAINTING. Want to get the job done right? Call Vito. Glass and slate specialist. Indoor, outdoor painting. Serving the Vancouver area since 1996. Call 604-831-4013 or www.tile-rific.ca VARIETY–THE CHILDREN’S CHARITY Working with children is your passion. Leaving a legacy to Variety in your Will for BC’s kids is your gift of a lifetime. There are estate planning benefits too. Contact Peter Chipman or Paul Spelliscy for information. Toll free 310-KIDS (5437) or 604-320-0505 or e-mail peter.chipman@variety.bc.ca  PSYCHOLOGICAL ASSISTANCE. Drs. Peter Williamson and Robert Wilson, registered psychologists, are seeking referrals from professionals who are experiencing personal or work-related distress. We specialize in relationship problems, depression and anxiety and have a long history of working with educators. For details on our backgrounds, please visit rfwilsonpsychologist.com or www.couples911.org, or referrals can be made directly by calling 604-341-3741 (Dr. Williamson) or 604-831-7792 (Dr. Wilson). Qualified, province-wide services available on Skype or Facetime, contact above for information. PENSION QUESTIONS? Ask Arnie – now retired and available for expert, personal, one-to-one consultation including pension estimates, options, bridge, CPP/OAS, and pension splitting. Reasonable rates. Call Arnie Lambert at 604-354-5624 or e-mail arnielambert@shaw.ca  HOME-BASED TUTORING Referral Agency. Awarding franchises in Kamloops, Kelowna, Nanaimo, Victoria, Comox Valley and Prince George. Good income, flexible lifestyle, proven system. 1-877-ITS-EASY (487-3279) info@schooliseasy.com  SCHOOL IS EASY In Home Tutoring agency is seeking certified teachers in: Lower Mainland, Fraser Valley, Victoria, Comox Valley/Campbell River, Central Okanagan. Forward resume to tutor@schooliseasy.com or call 1-877-ITS-EASY (487-3279) CHOOSE YOUR VOICE by FAST–award-winning, powerful antiracism education program. Curriculm-based FREE teachers’ resource. Grades 6+; ERAC-certified; DOWNLOAD files: www.chooseyourvoice.ca Contact: jderkson@fastcyv.ca    Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media last tweet "" @ - 12:00am Follow @ last post "" facebook/ - Jan 1st Like Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9382,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 19, Number 2, October 2006 Historica Secondary Teachers’ Institute: Giving our past a future by Kirk Longpré Before I left home almost everyone I spoke to told me that I would be inundated by heat and humidity and pestered by black flies and mosquitoes. They predicted that my time in Winnipeg was likely to be more of an ordeal than a pleasurable and enlightening experience. How wrong they were. As I flew over the Rockies on my way to Winnipeg, I began to reflect on the Six String Nation guitar that was unveiled and played at the Canada Day ceremonies held in Ottawa the previous day. The Six String Nation is a movement to connect people from all regions of Canada through music and by sharing our icons, images, and stories. Little did I realize how analogous that event would be to my experiences over the following week as I attended the Historica-Foundation-sponsored Secondary Teachers’ Institute at the University of Winnipeg. Gazing out the window of my hotel room, I was struck by the diversity of the city. I saw the Golden Boy glistening atop the Manitoba legislature buildings to the south, the world’s oldest incorporated trading company across the street, and the lonely corridor of Portage Avenue to the east. Winnipeg is located at the crossroads of the Red and the Assiniboine Rivers, gateway to the west, the biggest small town in North America, and populated by a diverse mix of Ukrainian, Jewish, British, Scottish, French, Métis, and native peoples. Winnipeg’s intriguing cultural and social diversity as well as its historical significance began to reveal itself. On Monday, after welcoming remarks from representatives of the University of Winnipeg and the Historica Foundation, keynote speaker Ken Osborne, Professor Emeritus at the University of Manitoba, kicked off the teachers’ institute by offering a simultaneously translated overview of the meaning of citizenship, its connection to historical mindedness, and how history can enrich our understanding of what it means to be human. Participants then broke into study groups to create an original teaching scenario examining a specific aspect of Canadian history. Our group agreed to use the Six Nation Guitar as a catalyst for examining the elements that bring us together and make up the Canadian identity. Each project created by the groups was showcased on the final day of the institute. Some projects may eventually be chosen to appear on the Historica Foundation web site as an inspiration to teachers from across Canada. The day concluded with workshops in both languages outlining Historica Resources and Youthlinks, a collaborative online learning program that connects secondary school students with their peers across the country to discuss Canadian cultural and social issues. On Tuesday, we were scheduled to have a presentation by filmmaker Paula Kelly about her documentary The Notorious Mrs. Armstrong, a principal organizer of the 1919 Winnipeg General Strike. At the last minute, the institute organizers were notified that she was unable to attend. Fortunately, Professor Nolan Reilly stepped in to provide an overview of the Winnipeg General Strike followed by a bus tour that allowed us to visit a Ukrainian Labour Temple, dine at a Ukrainian restaurant, and visit other historic sites associated with the General Strike of 1919. The day’s activities ended with a musical performance by 16-year-old Métis fiddler Sierra Noble at a reception hosted by the Honorable Peter Bjornson, Minister of Education, at the Manitoba Legislature. Prior to entering provincial politics three years ago, Mr. Bjornson was an award-winning secondary school history teacher as well as a past Historica Institute participant. He even took time to give us a guided tour of the Manitoba legislative buildings. Imagine having an education minister who has been an educator! What a progressive concept. The remainder of the week was jam-packed with activities. We discovered our Canadian past through digital history case studies from the Virtual Historian program and studied the First World War through the Lest We Forget Project. We broadened our object literacy in a workshop combined with a private tour offered by the Manitoba Museum. Some of us scrutinized the use of power in a competitive society through simulation gaming while others were offered insights into a teacher-organized educational partnership with Lower Fort Garry National Historic Site in Selkirk. One of the highlights was a tour of Musée Saint-Boniface combined with a historical theatrical production in the cemetery adjacent to the Saint-Boniface Basilica, where Louis Riel rests. Coincidentally, a discarded beam from the Musée Saint-Boniface was used as a major component of the Six String Nation guitar. Contrary to what I was told before I left Victoria, I encountered limitless blue skies, blazing sun, and clean breezes bringing fresh air off the prairies. As well, I experienced intellectual stimulation and enlightenment. During the evenings, informal socializing provided opportunities to engage in convivial but respectful dialogue with other participants. I came away with a better understanding of the complexities and commonalities of teaching shared by colleagues from across the country. I also made some wonderful new friends. I now look at Canada through a different lens. For me, the Historica Secondary Teachers’ Institute was truly transformational. On the flight home, the waves of prairie grain rolled on for miles and miles. I knew that I would arrive home with much more than a Louis Riel t-shirt. You can find out more about Historica Teachers’ Institutes by visiting their web site at www.HISTORI.ca. Kirk Longpré is a teacher-librarian at Mount Douglas Secondary School, Victoria. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=15694,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2008 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 20, Number 6, April 2008  Yours for the asking Social responsibility through the Coin-spiracy The Coin-spiracy is a social responsibility program designed for schools and youth groups. The program allows children the opportunity to give and receive kindness, realizing that even a small act of kindness has positive ripple effects for the giver and receiver. The Coin-spiracy is an excellent way for a school to achieve their social responsibility goals and celebrate the social responsibility activities already taking place. In joining the Coin-spiracy, the school, class, or individual student commits three acts of kindness: one for self, one for the environment, and one for another. The recipient of the third act of kindness is then invited to join the Coin-spiracy, and receives the symbol of the Coin-spiracy, the gold-coloured kindness coin called the "UNI" (short for the universal nature of kindness). Subsequent coin holders join the Coin-spiracy tradition by also committing three kind acts and passing the UNI along to the recipient of their kind acts...and so the UNI travels along, inspiring kindness along the way. Each UNI coin is uniquely coded and its travels can be tracked on its own journal page on the Coin-spiracy website. Since 2002, UNI coins have inspired kindness in over 45 countries. Encourage your school to join the Coin-spiracy and create a greener, happier, healthier world one kind act at a time! Visit www.investinakinderworld.com for further information or e-mail info@kindacts.net. Registrations for the 2008–09 school year are being accepted. "This program taught us very valuable lessons. It showed us how one act of kindness goes a long way and how being kind to others is a gift that makes everyone feel much better. It feels really nice to make the world kinder. We encourage everyone to participate in this program. We had a lot of fun and it made us aware of how important it is for each of us to help make the world a better place." – Student, Champlain Heights Community School, Vancouver Healthcare workshop: The price is right? Check Your Head: the Youth Global Education Network and the BC Health Coalition have teamed up to offer a new youth engagement workshop that gets youth thinking about public healthcare. Should healthcare be a right for all or a privilege for some? This workshop engages participants in interactive activities that ask the questions: What do youth believe makes a healthy community? How does Canada’s public healthcare system work? and What does private participation in healthcare mean for public health? Youth will learn how to take action to ensure healthcare is accessible for all. Healthcare made fun (finally!) Check Your Head also offers a train-the-trainer workshop, which equips educators with the knowledge and resources to facilitate the workshop on their own. These fun and interactive workshops are available until the end of June, so book now! Each workshop runs approximately one hour and 15 minutes and the maximum is 30 participants per workshop. Check Your Head facilitates workshops in the Lower Mainland and beyond! Call or e-mail CYH: Check Your Head 604-685-6631 or healthcare@checkyourhead.org. South Park School: Memories Through the Decades This book written by teachers Debbie Marchand and Linda Picciotto, tells the history of South Park School in Victoria. The school was built in 1894, before the Empress Hotel and the legislative buildings were completed. The heritage building is the oldest in Western Canada that has been in continuous use as a school. The book contains many interesting and entertaining memoirs collected from former students and staff, which give readers a feeling for the school and community at the time. The earliest is from 1900 and the latest from 2007. The authors used many photographs from school archives and linked the school stories to local, national, and global history through the "Facts and Events" sections. It is the history of a school, but also the history of education from the late 19th century to the present. A selection of quotes from the memoir sections will give readers an idea of some of the contents. Note the quote from 1969: NDP Leader Carole James was a student at South Park in the late 1960s. Her memoir describes her first political action, a strike to protest girls not being allowed to wear pants to school. 1907: "...so each Friday the girls walked over the rocks, wearing aprons and carrying pot holders." 1916: "There was hardly a day that he wasn’t strapped for some misdemeanor." 1930: "He was so good looking, and besides he held a lot of spelling bees." 1946: "...it was necessary to heat up the horse-hoof glue to make it useable." 1969: "...walked out of the school and went on strike." [student Carole James] The publication, a 196-page "coffee table" book, was made possible in part by grants from the Victoria Foundation and the City of Victoria. The cost is $25 (including taxes) and it can be purchased at South Park School (508 Douglas Street in Victoria) or from Linda Picciotto (250-598-3450) or Debbie Marchand (250-598-1588). See our website at www.southparkbook.ca. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=14284,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 20, Number 2, October 2007 Teacher tips: Making gifted education work for students By Charlene Watts Ask gifted/talented kids about school and most will be quick to say that it’s their number one hassle in life. It’s boring. It’s too easy. It’s repetitious. It’s irrelevant. It’s blah, blah, blah. And the reason schoolwork may be all of these things is because it doesn’t match their intellectual interests and capabilities. What can teachers do about it? Acceleration Acceleration allows students to jump to a higher level of class work than their ages would ordinarily dictate. Students may skip a particular class or an entire grade. Many studies show that when they’re allowed to learn at their own pace, students feel better about themselves, are more motivated and creative, and are more socially integrated. Enrichment School enrichment programs are designed to replace or extend the regular school curriculum. The goal of enrichment should be to help students work on higher-level skills, such as divergent and evaluative thinking, problem solving, and creativity. These skills can be taught through debates and discussions, research, or simulations. Independent study When students want to "do their own thing," an independent study may be just the ticket. Working at their own pace in a program of special interest, with a mentor or teacher as a guide, independent study programs usually require a plan that includes: the object of study a list of goals/objectives a list of activities to achieve the goals a final project. Study plans often take the form of a contract and may have credit available through the Board Authority Authorization (BAA) process. Advanced placement (AP) Advanced placement classes may be appropriate for students who are looking for greater academic challenges and more opportunities. Is your school too small to offer AP or does it offer it only on a limited scale? No problem. Calculus students may take the AP exam without having taken the AP calculus course. And, there are no age or grade restrictions on who can take the exams. For more information, go to www.ap.ca. Weighted grades and transcripts Many students are given the option of taking secondary school courses at the honours level. Ask the principal or guidance counsellor what rewards exist for students who take honours level courses. Mentorship Mentorships enable gifted students to be paired with a student or an adult who is an expert in a particular area of study or profession they would like to pursue. Early college entrance Early college entrance is a time-tested strategy that is available to many gifted secondary school students. The dual enrolment option allows students to take college courses at a local university/college while attending secondary school. Seminars and minicourses These increasingly common classes are for students, gifted or not, with similar interests and abilities. Classes may be offered during or after school, or on weekends. The ideas are adapted from The Gifted Kid’s Survival Guide for Ages 11–18, Judy Galbraith and The Gifted Kids Survival Guide II, James Delisle and Judy Galbraith. Delisle was the featured presenter at the 2007 fall conference of the Association for Educators of Gifted, Talented, and Creative Children (AEGTCCBC) in BC. Charlene Watts is president of the AEGTCCBC PSA, the Bulkley Valley Teachers’ Association, and a member of the BCTF Professional Issues Advisory Committee. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/BryceRecsky/status/511889400179859457,Bryce Recsky on Twitter: "#SingingSam from @VESTA39 doing his best @Raffi_RC impression this am. We are all excited to get back to work! #bced http://t.co/ohPvZgCSG8" টুইটার অনুসন্ধান অনুসন্ধান টুইটার খুঁজুন সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ ভাষা : বাংলা. हिन्दी Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন টুইটার-এ নতুন ? আজই যোগদান করুন » সাইন ইন করুন ফোন, ইমেল বা ব্যবহারকারীর নাম পাসওয়ার্ড সাইন ইন আমাকে মনে রাখুন পাসওয়ার্ড ভুলে গেছেন? ইতিমধ্যে আপনি কি টেক্সট বার্তার মাধ্যমে টুইটার ব্যবহার করছেন? অনুসরণ অনুসরণ করা কর্মসমূহ:অনুসরণ না করা অবরুদ্ধ অবরোধ মুক্ত মুলতুবি বাতিল Bryce Recsky ‏ @BryceRecsky ১৬ সেপ্টেম্বর #SingingSam from @VESTA39 doing his best @Raffi_RC impression this am. We are all excited to get back to work! #bced pic.twitter.com/ohPvZgCSG8 প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট পুনঃটুইটগুলি ১০ প্রিয় ৭ ৭:৪৮ পূর্বাহ্ণ - ১৬ সেপ্টেম্বর, ২০১৪ missmacmaster ‏ @missmacmaster ১৬ সেপ্টেম্বর @BryceRecsky @Raffi_RC @VESTA39 lookin' good Sam! সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Ms Ong ‏ @msongelaine ১৬ সেপ্টেম্বর @BryceRecsky @Raffi_RC @VESTA39 One thing we will miss when #bced dispute is over, seeing our zone captain, Sam, with his guitar/ukulele. সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Holly Broadland ‏ @myredbike ১৬ সেপ্টেম্বর @BryceRecsky @unitedstrong I got to sing with Sam this morning when we stopped by my daughter's school to give the teachers some apples! সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Bryce Recsky ‏ @BryceRecsky ১৬ সেপ্টেম্বর @myredbike thanks for supporting teachers! Having parents such as yourself makes such a difference :) #apples সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Bryce Recsky ‏ @BryceRecsky ১৬ সেপ্টেম্বর @msongelaine @Raffi_RC @VESTA39 agreed! Music can be such a positive influence. Would love to see it more embraced in our schools! সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Holly Broadland ‏ @myredbike ১৬ সেপ্টেম্বর @BryceRecsky I'm a parent & also a @VESTA39 TTOC since 2005, so I know what the working conditions are like in classrooms across the city. সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Hannah Rose Maté ‏ @hannahrosita ১৬ সেপ্টেম্বর @BryceRecsky @Raffi_RC @VESTA39 Sam is my cousin! Go Sam! সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Bryce Recsky ‏ @BryceRecsky ১৬ সেপ্টেম্বর @hannahrosita you've got one heck of a cousin!! #lucky সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Bryce Recsky থেকে কোন আপডেট মিস্ করবেন না © 2014 টুইটার সম্বন্ধে সহায়তা বিজ্ঞপ্তি তথ্য বন্ধ মিডিয়াটিকে চিহ্নিত করুন এটি ইতিমধ্যে সংবেদনশীল কন্টেন্ট ধারণকারী হিসাবে চিহ্নিত হয়েছে। পতাকা তুলুন এটি সম্ভাব্যরূপে অবৈধ বিষয়বস্তুর ধারণকারী হিসেবে। সমর্পণ করা বাতিল মিডিয়াকে চিহ্নিত করা সম্পর্কে আরো জানুন খারিজ বন্ধ পূর্ববর্তী পরবর্তী বন্ধ একজন ব্যক্তির প্রোফাইলে যান সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ বন্ধ আপনার অনুসরণকারীদের এই পুনঃটুইটটি পাঠাবেন? বাতিল পুনঃটুইট বন্ধ আপনি কি নিশ্চিত যে এই টুইট মুছে দিতে চান? বাতিল মুছে ফেলুন বন্ধ রোধ করন বাতিল রোধ করন আপনার টুইটসমুহে একটি অবস্থান যুক্ত করুন যখন একটি অবস্থানের সঙ্গে আপনার টুইট করেন, টুইটার সেই অবস্থান সংরক্ষণ করে। প্রত্যেক টুইটের আগে আপনি আপনার অবস্থান চালু / বন্ধ করতে পারেন, এবং যে কোনও সময় আপনি আপনার অবস্থানের ইতিহাস মুছে ফেলতে পারেন। আরো জানুন অবস্থান চালু করুন এখন নয় স্থান বন্ধ করুন বন্ধ প্রোফাইল সারসংক্ষেপ বন্ধ আপনার তালিকাসমূহ বন্ধ একটি নতুন তালিকা তৈরি করুন নাম তালিকা বিবরণ 100 অক্ষরের কম, ঐচ্ছিক তালিকাসমূহ:গোপনীয়তা সাধারণ · যে কেউ এই তালিকা অনুসরণ করতে পারেন ব্যক্তিগত · শুধুমাত্র আপনিই এই তালিকায় প্রবেশ করতে পারবেন তালিকা সংরক্ষণ করুন বন্ধ বন্ধ এই টুইট স্থাপিত কর আপনার নীচের ওয়েবসাইটে কোডটি অনুলিপি দ্বারা এই টুইট যোগ করুন * আরও জানুন হুম, সার্ভারে পৌঁছনোর একটি সমস্যা ছিল। পরে আবার চেষ্টা করবেন? প্রকৃত টুইট অন্তর্ভুক্ত করুন অন্তর্ভুক্ত মিডিয়া প্রাকদর্শন বন্ধ টুইটারে নিবন্ধন করুন টুইটারে নেই? নিবন্ধন করুন, আপনির পছন্দের বিষয়গুলির সাথে যুক্ত হন, এবং তাদের বিষয়ে হালনাগাদ পান। একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন » বন্ধ দুটি উপায় (প্রেরণ এবং গ্রহণ) শর্ট কোড: দেশ কোড গ্রাহকদের জন্য মার্কিন যুক্তরাষ্ট্র 40404 (যে কোন) কানাডা 21212 (যে কোন) যুক্তরাজ্য 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM হাইতি 40404 Digicel, Voila আয়ারল্যান্ড 51210 Vodafone, O2 ভারত 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance ইন্দোনেশিয়া 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » অন্য দেশসমুহের এসএসএস সংক্ষিপ্ত কোড দেখুন বন্ধ নিশ্চিতকরণ)
(20140925,www.bcpsea.bc.ca,http://www.bcpsea.bc.ca/bc-teachers/teacher-collective-bargaining/bargaining-archive-2006/VaughnPalmer-JonMcComb-BCTF.aspx,Vaughn Palmer joins Jon McComb to discuss BCTF contract negotiations  Vaughn Palmer joins Jon McComb to discuss BCTF contract negotiations CKNW – 7:10 AM – June, 28 2006 Transcript Jon McComb: Vaughn, the teachers’ negotiations coming down to the wire, at least in terms of that big singing bonus, $3,700 and Jinny Sims not happy. Vaughn Palmer: Jinny Sims not happy, which I suppose not a new story, but the latest thing that has the teachers unhappy are these government ads, and I noticed NW is running them, Jon. So, you’re part of the problem. They’re in the Sun today, or yesterday, and the other papers are carrying them. The government is running a little ad campaign related to the teachers’ talks as they come down to the wire. Now, the teachers have been advertising for weeks, so I don’t know what the unfairness is here. The other thing is, take a look at the ads again – they’re not really aimed at teachers. They talk about what teachers would get if they agree to a settlement. But I think the ads are really aimed at the public and at the other public sector unions, to let them know how much money teachers will be walking away from if they don’t settle by Friday night, and that’s why the bonus is highlighted. Having said that, Jon, I think we should look at the one happy note on all of this; they’re still talking, and that’s encouraging. They were far apart. When the two sides are this far apart, sometimes there’s not much to talk about. Clearly, they’re making progress. I gather, they are under a news blackout, but the few rumblings that have come out is they’re making progress but they’re still a fair distance apart on wages. The published gap is almost double. As you know, the teachers are asking for twice as much money as the government’s offering in terms of an increase. So, I guess since, what, two days left and a bit, until midnight Friday. Some creativity is called for here. We probably want to look to Irene Holden; she’s the Vince Ready associate who has been acting as a facilitator in these talks. Vince himself and Irene have a reputation for finding a way through these things, and maybe they’ve got some brilliant ideas. But, it’s not hopeless, and I guess at this point we should be happy that it’s not hopeless. Jon McComb: Is, if the $3,700 bonus date passes, and that is Friday, midnight, if that bonus goes away, how much does that complicate then, these negotiations? The teachers say they’ll continue to go see it throughout the summer, but how more complicated? Vaughn Palmer: Yeah, they’ll continue to negotiate it throughout the summer. The offer, the government’s final position isn’t going to change. You know, the only thing that’s going to change after midnight on Friday Jon, is the bonus. It won’t be there. The government is not going to offer them more money as a compensation for the fact that they’re going to get, they’re not going to get the bonus. So, I don’t see how, it doesn’t get any easier. And I think that’s why every public sector union except this one has realized that the choice is between an okay deal plus the bonus, or an okay deal. Now, I know teachers don’t like what they’re being offered. The other thing I think we have to say is that there’s probably one more move left on the government’s side. The government is offering 10%. I don’t think that’s their final position. I think they’re willing to go a little bit higher. But the teachers are going to have to come down a lot to meet them, and that’s the problem. And when I say creativity, I don’t know what the answer is, but maybe it’s something on the length of the contract. As you know, the government wants four, the teachers are saying three, or maybe there’s another number in there, or maybe, I don’t know. Maybe it’s something else around class sizes or a commitment that wouldn’t be in the contract. As I said, the fact that they’re still talking tells me there’s still hope here. It’s not out of the question there will be a settlement. But, you know, it’s hard to be optimistic. Back to Media Reports Teachers Overview Teacher Collective Bargaining Teacher Bargaining Bulletins Bargaining Archive 2006 Bargaining Archive 2011 Collective Agreements Collective Agreement Administration Bulletins Workplace Safety Benefits Buying Group Media Facebook Twitter LinkedIn YouTube RSS Feeds Teachers Teachers Support Staff Exempt Staff Publications Learn and Connect Resources About Us Home Members Login Contact Us Sitemap Contact BCPSEA Address: 400-1333 West Broadway, Vancouver BC V6H 4C1 T: 604.730.0739 F: 604.730.0787 EMAIL: contact.us@bcpsea.bc.ca © 2014 BC Public School Employers' Association. Cancellation and Refund Policy | Privacy Policy | Terms and Conditions Vancouver Web Design  by Graphically Speaking)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13754,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 1998 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 10, Number 4, Jan./Feb. 1998 Special Education Teachers Provide Professional Support by Antonia Huber, Helen Middleditch, Marilyn Miller, and Martha Ottesen Classroom teachers enroll students with significant academic, social, emotional, or intellectual needs. Yet many classroom teachers have no access to professional support from special education teachers. Special education teachers are specifically trained to provide essential services to students with special needs, 8-10% of the student population. Special education teachers assume a wide variety of professional responsibilities. They provide support to students and to classroom teachers in instruction, assessment, grading and reporting, IEP development, paraprofessional direction, communication/case management, and modifying and adapting curricula. They also provide in-service and serve as integral members of the school-based team. The education system needs staffing formulas for special education teachers. We need contract language that will require districts to provide for adequate professionally trained special education teachers to share responsibilities with, and provide professional support to, classroom teachers. At present, special education teachers are being "replaced" by teacher assistants. Unfortunately, this is a result of teacher recommendations to employ paraprofessionals. We teachers had not realized paraprofessionals would displace special education teachers. Reductions in staffing levels of special education teachers have diluted services to students and increased work for classroom teachers. In the absence of special education teachers, classroom teachers are expected to manage cases, write IEPs and reports, and adapt and modify curricula. Teachers are very concerned about the proliferation of paraprofessional employment across the province. The BCTF analysis of staffing and class-size issues, November 1996, cited a growth in paraprofessional employment of 173% over eight years, while in the same eight years, teacher employment remained static. The provincial average is one special education teacher to two paraprofessionals. These revealing statistics highlight the trend toward appointing paraprofessionals, rather than teachers trained in special education, to support classroom teachers who enroll students with the most serious and pervasive learning needs. Until staffing formulas can be embedded in contract, teachers must ensure that professional support is retained in all instances where professional skills and responsibilities are required. Service-delivery models have been developed that make effective use of professional skills. One model is the strategy of enrolling a small group of students in a specific classroom so that a special education teacher can co-teach with the classroom teacher and assume co-responsibility for the students' programs. Staffing for students with special needs is a complex issue. The level of teacher support appropriate to one category of students with special needs would not be appropriate to another. For example, in the Hearing Impaired category or in the Dependent category, it is appropriate to use portions of the funding available to provide paraprofessional support to perform such non-teaching services as feeding, dressing, toileting, or sign-language interpretation. On the other hand, in the Severe Learning Disabled category or in the Intellectually Impaired category, special education teachers, not paraprofessionals, should be assigned to provide instructional and academic support. Many people believe that the employment of paraprofessionals is a cost-effective approach. However, a closer look at the salary and benefit costs for teachers versus paraprofessionals reveals the following information. Provincially, in the 1995-96 school year, costs for special education teachers were $133,701,000, while costs for special education paraprofessionals were $118,098,000. The typical caseload for special education teachers is between 6 and 20. Paraprofessionals usually provide 1-to-1 service. The hiring of paraprofessionals, rather than teachers, based on a rationale of cost-effectiveness, is not necessarily justified. In addition, when unionized paraprofessionals work overtime for meetings or to perform other duties outside their contractual hours, they are paid additional wages. Teachers work as professionals and are expected to provide these aspects of service without extra compensation. In B.C. education, history tends to repeat itself. In the early 1980s, large numbers of non-enrolling teachers were laid off, with serious effects on service delivery to students and teachers. Such cuts in staffing are occurring now to special education teachers. A guarantee of staffing is essential in order to provide the level of service needed by classroom teachers. Let us be proactive in working to ensure the appropriate staffing of special education teachers in all schools. Antonia Huber, Helen Middleditch, Marilyn Miller, and Martha Ottesen are special education teachers and table officers for the Special Education Association. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11406,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2001 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 14, Number 1, September 2001 What is the real purpose of standardized testing? by Ray Shindell Numerous articles about standards and assessments were published in professional journals during the latter months of 1999, in the year 2000, and in the first months of the year 2001. The articles expressed interest and concerns about the effects of standardized testing and high-stakes testing on educational curriculum and standards in schools today. Most articles described the U.S. scene, but they also pertain to Canada. As W. Todd Rogers, of the University of Alberta, states, "We are witnessing in Canada today, as in other countries, a marked increase in the use of tests and assessment." (The Alberta Journal of Educational Research, Winter 1999, p. 329) Many professionals are concerned about how tests and large-scale assessments are being used. They have many questions as to the effects these reforms might have or are having on the education of the students. Rogers’ fear is that "we still do not have a full understanding of the purposes and uses of these assessments and the contextual factors that need to be taken into account to better understand the performance of the students and the schools they attend." (p. 329) British Columbia has not escaped the onslaught of the test-and-measure movement. Standardized tests have been a prominent part of assessment for some time. The B.C. Ministry of Education’s accountability web page states the following purposes of the Provincial Learning Assessment Program: monitor student learning over time. inform professionals and the public on some of the strengths and weaknesses of the public school system. assist the ministry, school districts, and schools in decisions related to the development, review, modification, revision, and implementation of existing curricula and supporting instructional resource materials. assist the ministry in decisions concerning allocation of resources. identify areas of need and provide directions for change in both pre-service and in-service teacher education. provide directions for educational research. provide the province, school districts, and schools with information that can be used to maintain strengths and overcome weaknesses. Since 1984, after a 12-year hiatus, the purpose of the Grade 12 examinations "is to ensure that Grade 12 students meet consistent provincial standards of achievement in a narrow range of academic subjects for the purpose of certification." The examinations have two additional purposes: to ensure that graduating students from all schools in the province will be treated equitably when applying for admission to universities and other post-secondary institutes. to respond to strong public concerns for improved standards in education. They have since added the following purposes: to ensure consistency in the development and application of examining standards throughout the public school system and funded independent schools. to provide limited assurance to the ministry that teachers are addressing many of the prescribed learning outcomes in their instruction. The ministry admits that there may be some difficulty in ensuring that "standards are developed and applied in a consistent manner." It says, "since letter grade standards are set for each exam session, and are impacted by the composition of the student population (italics mine), the branch may never be able to demonstrate that standards are consistent over time or show that Grade 12 exams have improved public confidence in the school system." Each year, B.C. uses the Foundation Skills Assessment (FSA) and some districts use the Canadian Achievement Tests (CAT) to give teachers, schools, school districts, and the province some measure of how students stack up to some perceived norm. If the tests were used solely to give interested parties some idea as to what level their students are performing, perhaps they are of some use and may help the teacher reflect on his/her curriculum presentation. When the scores of the tests appear in provincial and local newspapers, the intent of the testing comes under suspicion. What purpose does making the scores public have, other than implying rankings and overt competition among teachers, schools, and districts? The suspicion becomes evident when the Fraser Institute issues press releases ranking schools according to the results achieved on the B.C. Government Grade 12 exams. Is B.C. immune to the criticisms presented by many published articles that condemn standardized testing? Does B.C. endorse a free and open public educational system, or is B.C. content with having an educational system that is driven by norm-referenced testing? The educational stakeholders of B.C. should ask whether they want educational standards to be based on the thinking of Edward Thorndike, 1874-1949: "Whatever exists, exists in some amount; to measure it is simply to know its varying amounts." Or would they rather base educational standards on the theory of Albert Einstein, 1879-1955: "Not everything that counts can be counted, and not everything that can be counted counts." Norm-referenced tests only produce rankings, not what students really know or what they can demonstrate they know. They only measure which child knows more. If test scores must be published, then, in the words of the venerable W. James Popham (professor emeritus, Stanford University), put them in the proper section of the newspaper: The Sports Page. Ray Shindell, a retired teacher, is an education doctoral student at University of Victoria. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/BCTF63?lang=id,SaanichTeachers (@BCTF63) | Twitter Twitter Kueri pencarian Cari di Twitter Pencarian tersimpan Hapus Akun terverifikasi @ Pengguna yang diusulkan Akun terverifikasi @ Akun terverifikasi @ Bahasa: Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Punya akun? Masuk Baru kenal Twitter? Bergabunglah Sekarang » Masuk Ponsel, email, atau nama pengguna Kata sandi Masuk Ingat saya Lupa kata sandi? Sudah pakai Twitter lewat SMS? SaanichTeachers @BCTF63 Tweet 749 Foto/Video 63 Mengikuti 330 Pengikut 458 Favorit 127   Selengkapnya Favorit Daftar Bunyikan @BCTF63 Bisukan @BCTF63 Ikuti Mengikuti Setop Ikuti Diblokir Buka blokir Tertunda Batal SaanichTeachers @BCTF63 A proud local of the BCTF based on southern Vancouver Island. Central Saanich, BC saanichteachers.com Bergabung September 2012 63 Foto dan video Tweet Tweet Tweet & balasan SaanichTeachers @BCTF63  ·  30 Sep Today: first payday in a long time for @BCTF63 teachers. Please see email from @sd63schools regarding pay calculation. #questions Balas 0 balasan Retweet Di-retweet 0 retweet Favoritkan Difavoritkan 0 favorit Selengkapnya Lekatkan Tweet SaanichTeachers @BCTF63  ·  26 Sep It's Friday! We hope all @BCTF63 teachers had a good first week. Please remember to take some time for yourself this weekend. #sd63 Balas 0 balasan Retweet Di-retweet 4 retweet 4 Favoritkan Difavoritkan 3 favorit 3 Selengkapnya Lekatkan Tweet SaanichTeachers @BCTF63  ·  22 Sep We want to thank @bctf teachers who will be in front of children today teaching and enriching lives. #bced Take care of yourselves too! Balas 0 balasan Retweet Di-retweet 8 retweet 8 Favoritkan Difavoritkan 5 favorit 5 Selengkapnya Lekatkan Tweet SaanichTeachers @BCTF63  ·  20 Sep Thank you to all our #Saanich @sd63schools #cupe colleagues for support. Your support was so appreciated + uplifting. #solidarity #bced Balas 0 balasan Retweet Di-retweet 2 retweet 2 Favoritkan Difavoritkan 1 favorit 1 Selengkapnya Lekatkan Tweet SaanichTeachers @BCTF63  ·  20 Sep Fascinating #bced article http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/british-columbia/the-secret-meeting-that-broke-the-bc-teachers-impasse/article20712872/ … #bcpoli Lihat ringkasan Balas 0 balasan Retweet Di-retweet 0 retweet Favoritkan Difavoritkan 0 favorit Selengkapnya Lekatkan Tweet SaanichTeachers me-retweet Lana Popham MLA @lanapopham  ·  20 Sep Climate change is the greatest threat to global food production in our time. http://saanichsouth.blogspot.ca/2014/09/as-new-democrat-spokesperson-for.html … #bcpoli Balas 0 balasan Retweet Di-retweet 4 retweet 4 Favoritkan Difavoritkan 3 favorit 3 Selengkapnya Lekatkan Tweet SaanichTeachers @BCTF63  ·  19 Sep Just a friendly reminder to all @BCTF63 teachers; today is YOUR day to use as you see fit. No requirement to attend work/meetings. #bced Balas 0 balasan Retweet Di-retweet 2 retweet 2 Favoritkan Difavoritkan 2 favorit 2 Selengkapnya Lekatkan Tweet SaanichTeachers @BCTF63  ·  18 Sep Over 400 @BCTF63 teachers in the @SD63Stellys gym. Thanks to all @bctf teachers for attending! #bced pic.twitter.com/5095jDP7if Lihat lebih banyak foto dan video Balas 0 balasan Retweet Di-retweet 5 retweet 5 Favoritkan Difavoritkan 4 favorit 4 Selengkapnya Lekatkan Tweet SaanichTeachers @BCTF63  ·  18 Sep Reminder for @BCTF63 members if you cannot attend Stelly's session you can vote at the STA Office from 8-4pm Thursday. Balas 0 balasan Retweet Di-retweet 2 retweet 2 Favoritkan Difavoritkan 0 favorit Selengkapnya Lekatkan Tweet SaanichTeachers me-retweet Aaron Mueller @aaronmueller  ·  16 Sep A deal, a deal, a tentative deal! Vote will be soon and can't wait to see the details. Woke up to good news today! #bced Balas 0 balasan Retweet Di-retweet 16 retweet 16 Favoritkan Difavoritkan 10 favorit 10 Selengkapnya Lekatkan Tweet SaanichTeachers @BCTF63  ·  16 Sep Details on Thursday vote to follow later today. #bced We think bargaining team deserve a few zzzzzs. #bced Balas 0 balasan Retweet Di-retweet 1 retweet 1 Favoritkan Difavoritkan 2 favorit 2 Selengkapnya Lekatkan Tweet SaanichTeachers @BCTF63  ·  16 Sep Vote Thursday. #bced Balas 0 balasan Retweet Di-retweet 1 retweet 1 Favoritkan Difavoritkan 0 favorit Selengkapnya Lekatkan Tweet SaanichTeachers me-retweet Alberta Teachers Asn @albertateachers  ·  16 Sep Congratulations! RT @bctf: A tentative settlement has been reached this morning. Details not being released at this time. #bced #abed Lihat percakapan Balas 0 balasan Retweet Di-retweet 12 retweet 12 Favoritkan Difavoritkan 6 favorit 6 Selengkapnya Lekatkan Tweet SaanichTeachers me-retweet CFAX1070 @cfax1070  ·  16 Sep BREAKING NEWS in the BC teachers's dispute. BCTF announces via twitter a tentative settlement with the government #bced #bcpoli Balas 0 balasan Retweet Di-retweet 8 retweet 8 Favoritkan Difavoritkan 1 favorit 1 Selengkapnya Lekatkan Tweet SaanichTeachers me-retweet CKNW @CKNW  ·  16 Sep Deal has been reached in the Education dispute in BC. Keep it on @CKNW for all the details. Balas 0 balasan Retweet Di-retweet 16 retweet 16 Favoritkan Difavoritkan 8 favorit 8 Selengkapnya Lekatkan Tweet SaanichTeachers me-retweet Charmaine de Silva @char_des  ·  16 Sep Just spoke to @bctf pres Jim Iker. Says tentative deal now go to members. When schools open hinges on vote timeline, rules for that. #bced Balas 0 balasan Retweet Di-retweet 25 retweet 25 Favoritkan Difavoritkan 7 favorit 7 Selengkapnya Lekatkan Tweet SaanichTeachers me-retweet BCTF @bctf  ·  16 Sep Thank you #bced teachers for your commitment, courage, and strength. More details will be available later this morning. #bcpoli Balas 0 balasan Retweet Di-retweet 321 retweet 321 Favoritkan Difavoritkan 201 favorit 201 Selengkapnya Lekatkan Tweet SaanichTeachers me-retweet Paul Steer @PaulSteer  ·  16 Sep #BCTF local offices will be gearing up for the 2nd province wide #bced vote in as many wks. No word yet as to when. Details, details! Balas 0 balasan Retweet Di-retweet 9 retweet 9 Favoritkan Difavoritkan 1 favorit 1 Selengkapnya Lekatkan Tweet SaanichTeachers me-retweet Steve Lus @stevecbc  ·  16 Sep They did what many predicted impossible. No legislation. A tentative deal. Breakthrough. Vince Ready wears white hat again. #bced #cbc Balas 0 balasan Retweet Di-retweet 15 retweet 15 Favoritkan Difavoritkan 6 favorit 6 Selengkapnya Lekatkan Tweet SaanichTeachers mengikuti Mike Galliford, wesupportbcteachers, Cheryl Bloxham, dan 23 lainnya Bunyikan @mikegalliford Bisukan @mikegalliford Ikuti Mengikuti Setop Ikuti Diblokir Buka blokir Tertunda Batal Mike Galliford @mikegalliford Learner, Teacher, Responsible Crew Member on Spaceship Earth Bunyikan @WeSupportBCTeac Bisukan @WeSupportBCTeac Ikuti Mengikuti Setop Ikuti Diblokir Buka blokir Tertunda Batal wesupportbcteachers @WeSupportBCTeac Tweets from Twitter and our Facebook page. We are parents. We are CUPE. We want a fair deal for BC Teachers and better support for kids We Support BC Teachers! Twitter sedang kelebihan beban atau mengalami sedikit masalah. Coba lagi Kunjungi Status Twitter untuk informasi lebih lanjut. Tutup SaanichTeachers mengikuti Jangan lewatkan pembaruan dari SaanichTeachers Central Saanich, BC · Ubah © 2014 Twitter Tentang Bantuan Info iklan Tutup Tren Tren disesuaikan hanya untuk Anda. Tren menawarkan cara yang unik untuk lebih dekat dengan apa yang Anda minati. Tren disesuaikan untuk Anda berdasarkan lokasi Anda dan siapa yang Anda ikuti. Ubah Simpan penyesuaian Tren Dapatkan Tren Seluruh Dunia Selesai Singkirkan Tutup Sebelumnya Selanjutnya Tutup Kunjungi profil seseorang Pencarian tersimpan Hapus Akun terverifikasi @ Pengguna yang diusulkan Akun terverifikasi @ Akun terverifikasi @ Tutup Retweet ini ke pengikut Anda? Batal Retweet Tutup Yakin ingin menghapus Tweet ini? Batal Hapus Tutup Blokir Batal Blokir Tambahkan lokasi ke Tweet Anda Saat Anda menge-tweet dengan lokasi, Twitter menyimpan lokasi tersebut. Anda dapat menyalakan/mematikan lokasi sebelum menge-tweet dan dapat menghapus riwayat lokasi kapan pun. Pelajari lebih lanjut Nyalakan lokasi Jangan sekarang Matikan lokasi Tutup Ringkasan profil Tutup Daftar Anda Tutup Buat daftar baru Nama daftar Deskripsi Kurang dari 100 karakter, opsional Privasi Publik · Siapa pun dapat mengikuti daftar ini Pribadi · Hanya Anda yang dapat mengakses daftar ini Simpan daftar Tutup Tutup Lekatkan Tweet ini Tambahkan Tweet ini ke situs web Anda dengan menyalin kode di bawah ini. Lihat selengkapnya Hmm, ada masalah saat menghubungi server. Coba lagi? Sertakan Tweet induk Sertakan media Pratinjau Tutup Daftar ke Twitter Bukan pengguna Twitter? Daftar, ikuti yang Anda minati, dan dapatkan informasi terbaru, saat itu juga. Punya akun? Masuk » Tutup Kode pendek dua-arah (mengirim dan menerima): Negara Kode Untuk pelanggan Amerika Serikat 40404 (apa pun) Kanada 21212 (apa pun) Britania Raya 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brasil 40404 Nextel, TIM Haiti 40404 Digicel, Voila Irlandia 51210 Vodafone, O2 India 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Indonesia 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italia 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » Lihat kode pendek SMS untuk negara lain Tutup Konfirmasi)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=20150&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 3, November/December 2009  Are you interested in becoming a BCTF-endorsed candidate for the College of Teachers’ Council? By Jinny Sims The next round of elections for the BC College of Teachers’ Council, under the new provisions of the Teaching Profession Act, will take place in the Spring of 2010. The BC College of Teachers is the regulatory body of the teaching profession in BC. The college has a focused mandate: teacher education, teacher certification, and member discipline. Responsibility for governing the college rests with the 20-person council. Twelve of 20 council members are elected by the membership. Eight council members are appointed by the minister of education. The role of a council member is to make policy decisions, to make quasi-judicial decisions concerning individuals and institutions, to represent the college on various external committees, and to communicate with members. Further information about the college can be found at the following link: www.bcct.ca. Elections are held in four of the 12 geographic zones each year. The term of office runs for three years, beginning August 1 through July 31. This year, elections will be held in the following college election zones: Zone 4 Kootenay: Arrow Lakes, Boundary, Cranbrook, Creston Valley, Fernie, Kimberley, Kootenay Columbia, Kootenay Lake, Nelson, Revelstoke, Windermere Zone 5 Okanagan: Vernon, Central Okanagan, Okanagan Similkameen, Okanagan Skaha Zone 6 Upper Fraser Valley: Abbotsford, Chilliwack, Fraser Cascade, Mission Zone 11 South Coast: North Vancouver, Sea to Sky, Sunshine Coast, Powell River, West Vancouver. The BCTF has established a policy that provides for the zonal selection of a BCTF-endorsed candidate in each zone where an election is being held. Only active BCTF members are eligible for BCTF endorsation as candidates in the BC College of Teachers’ elections. Each local has the right to select one nominee. This nominee must undertake to abide by the endorsation process. Once a local has nominated a candidate, the name of the candidate will be forwarded to the BCTF staff co-ordinator. The co-ordinator is responsible for ensuring that each local in the zone conducts a vote to determine the zone’s BCTF-endorsed candidate by secret ballot in accordance with BCTF procedures. The BCTF will publicize, among members, the names of all BCTF-endorsed candidates. The BCTF provides funding to assist local nominees in seeking to become the BCTF-endorsed candidate in a college zone. The BCTF also provides funding to assist endorsed candidates in the college elections. If you are interested in being considered as your local nominee for the BCTF-endorsed candidate in one of the college zones where an election is being held, please contact your local president as soon as possible. ñ Jinny Sims, BCTF Professional and Social Issues Division.)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Touring a natural gas drilling rig with @MLA Mike Bernier, and Brian from EnCana http://t.co/AifdJ4H07b" @Teresa_Wat - 06:01pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=31082&printPage=true,BCTF News Releases  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2013 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  October 23, 2013 BC teachers take the lead with province-wide professional development conferences BC teachers take the lead with province-wide professional development conferences This week, the BC Teachers’ Federation’s 32 Provincial Specialist Associations (PSAs) will host dynamic professional development conferences in communities across BC. The conferences will bring teachers together in their teaching areas to share, collaborate, learn, and improve their practice. The PSAs, which all receive grants from the BCTF, give teachers a community to exchange ideas on research, teaching strategies, curriculum development, and other shared goals. The province-wide ProD day is this Friday, October 25, 2013 and most events continue through the weekend. “BC teachers are passionate and committed professionals with a love for learning,” said BCTF President Jim Iker. “That passion is always evident at the Provincial Specialist Association professional development day conferences where teachers gain new insights, share success stories, and learn from each other. While these conferences are very visible examples, teacher-led professional development actually occurs year-round and has a wonderful impact on the education of our students.” The Twitter hashtag for the conferences is #BCTFpd. Here is a quick snapshot of some of the highlights of conferences taking place this week: In Richmond, the BC School Counsellors' Association is hosting Counselling in a Wired World, which features workshops on preparing teens for post-school success, apps for combating anxiety, and using social media to battle bullying. The keynote speaker, Tod Maffin, is an authority on how technology and society interact. Visit http://www.bcscaconference.ca/ for more information. In Squamish, the BC Technology Education Association is hosting Rebuilding for the Future, which includes workshops on combining trades courses with mathematics, reviewing the provincial government’s Discover Trades BC portal, building mountain-bike frames, blacksmithing, and project-based learning in tech ed classrooms. Visit http://www.bctea.org/ for more information. In Vancouver, the BC Primary Teachers' Association is hosting Teaching from the Heart with a  keynote address and breakout session by Mary Gordon, founder of the "Roots of Empathy" program. Teachers will also attend workshops on helping students with emotional and social regulation, interactive mathematics, as well as technology and play. Visit http://www.bcpta.ca for more information. In Coquitlam, the Teachers of Home Economics Specialist Association is hosting We ARE the Life App for That, with keynote speaker Gwen Chapman, program director of the Food, Nutrition and Health program and Associate Dean Academic in the Faculty of Land and Food Systems at UBC. Participants will take workshops on the economics of buying local food and applying new technologies to home economics classrooms. Visit http://www.thesaconference.ca/index.php for more information. For the full listing of all the conferences, including those on science, social studies, music, drama, etc., review the calendar here.  -  30  - For more information, contact Rich Overgaard, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell).)
(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2014/09/tentative-agreement-yes-or-no.html?showComment=1410930979430,Staffroom Confidential: Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, September 16, 2014 Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Despite what I know was a herculean effort on the part of our bargaining team, I very much hope that BC teachers will vote no to the tentative agreement. After five weeks of strike, and twelve years of legal battles, this is not the deal that will restore sanity to public education and it is not a fair deal for teachers and students. Just as teachers in Saskatchewan rejected a deal to ensure a better outcome, I hope BC teachers will consider a no vote to let our team know we have to go back to the bargaining table. Class size, composition The agreement provided a modified LIF fund starting at $75 million per year and increasing to $85 by the last year. It is for teachers only, which will mean a slight improvement in Districts where sizeable portions were spent on Education Assistants or senior District staff rather than teachers. However, in an average size District like Victoria (20,000 students, 1,000 teachers), this will translate into about 5-10 more teachers. That is one for every five schools. To put it in comparison, Justice Griffin's judgement estimated the lost funding due to lost class size language at about $330 million in current dollars. (Read more here about the proposed Education Fund.) I heard so many teachers speak up about the need to ensure that we do not return to over-crowded classes when the strike ends. This agreement does very little to alleviate what is the most pressing issue. Throwing away the court victory The agreement provides a "reopener" in the event we win on appeal our class size language. What this means is that the language returns, but is not implemented until new language is negotiated. Without the actual implementation of the returned language, there will be very little incentive for the government to bargain it back. We would essentially be back in the very same position we are in today, with government trying to bargain it out and us trying to bargain it back in. In my opinion, even if we were legislated back to work we would be in a superior position. If we won the appeal the government would then be forced to implement the language. We are thus throwing away our historic court victory and the bargaining pressure it potentially creates. The reopener is really only mildly less offensive than E80. In both cases, we have to bargain back what was illegally taken from our contract and the government will probably never have to restore it. In fact, the "reopener" creates the perfect opportunity for government to lock us out to try and force us to agree to something far inferior. Throwing away the remedy for the last twelve years The agreement provides $105 million to compensate for grievances over-sized classes for the last twelve years. Using Justice Griffin's estimates, our loss is roughly $300 million times 12 = over $3 billion. I cannot fathom how $105 million is a fair compromise. The BCTF's original proposal to put this money back into the system was a more fair and productive approach. This agreement means we can no longer go to the courts for a fair remedy. Wages The agreement is very close to government's original offer. While I would be willing to accept this if the class size language was returned, teachers should not be taking such a significant monetary loss without the commensurate gain in working conditions. We have lost roughly 12% of our annual salary. We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut. Minimal improvements There are very minimal improvements in preparation time for elementary teachers (10 minutes per week), and TTOC daily rate. The TTOC daily rate change may depend on your grid placement. It could actually be a wage loss for long term TTOCs who are above category 5 and step 7. There is also $11 million in health and dental benefits. At 40,000 members, this is $275 each. Hardly worth consideration in the context of the rest of the agreement. What next? There are a variety of options if we vote no. We can continue the strike. We can choose to return to work and continue bargaining. We do not, and should not, accept an agreement that doesn't meet our needs and doesn't meet the needs of students and public education. When Saskatchewan teachers rejected the first deal which had 5.5% wage increases over four years, the second deal had 7.3% increases over four years. They have said this still isn't good enough. For us, our main issue is classroom conditions. We need to say this isn't good enough. The way to do that is to vote no. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 7:48 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 124 comments: Troy MooreSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:17 PM The EC recommendation states the open clause will be argued from restored language. However, selling our grievances for nothing as the 105 million is strike savings, is plenty of reason to vote no. Further, no composition caps, but a fund controlled by Superintendents is enough reason to vote no. Thursday I will vote no.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:06 PM Re-opener also says "education fund" in place until new language bargained, so old language can disappear forever.Delete Reply Mme RousseauSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:33 PM Government starved us to death hoping we'd vote yes to whatever deal they'd offer. Planned it from the start.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:07 PM We can sill choose (collectively) to return to work if we reject this deal. Many options.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:09 PM Great analysis, Tara! I think that returning to work would be a bad idea. This will frustrate parents more if they need to find new ways to deal with taking care fo kids. USe the money given to you by the other unions. I am a teacher who had to quit for stress over the terrible condition of work (split FI grade 4/5, several low LD kids with little support, one severe with no support, 2 gifted (no support), and a principal who expected me to teach 2 separate social studies AND science programs)Delete Reply Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:56 PM Good points by all but the gov't succeeded in starving my family out and completly breaking us. I will be voting YES and live to fight another dayReplyDelete Replies schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:21 PM 'Fight another day'? In the last twelve years that we have been pushing back against this government, never has the tide tide been so much with teachers, class size/composition, and public education - and never has the government been pushed back onto the ropes (especially with the call for binding arbitration). What 'other day' is being proposed that we wait for? Now is the time. Vote 'no' and give the BCTF bargaining team a renewed mandate to get a decent deal for students and teachers.Delete Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:10 PM "Another day" means to wake up and realize that 2more weeks means my family of 5 could lose our home. It means I will do all I can to recall Cc, Factbender, and other mla's, and maybe even having "a guy I know" have a chat with them. In year 1 of their reign, I don't believe they even know what "the ropes" are. I will vote YES ...for my family, and I can live with thatDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:12 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply Karen FergusonSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:03 PM Just a question: When the Saskatchewan teachers voted no, had they already been on strike for 5 weeks?ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM No. They are working with no contract. They are not on strike.Delete Shannon DavisSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:23 AM I am a Saskatchewan teacher. We are not on strike; we are currently in the conciliation process after voting "no" to 2 previous offersDelete Reply "Mama Rose"September 16, 2014 at 9:27 PM Can we truly return to work without agreeing and continue bargaining? When I suggested returning to work a few weeks ago, the answer was "being on strike puts pressure on the gov't and without pressure they have no reason to settle." And can you explain more how legislating us back would be better than agreeing to this deal? And finally, why would the BCTF executive put forward a deal that was not a good one?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:30 PM Because they need confirmation of the resolve of the membership to get something better. That is what a no vote does.Delete Reply Troylana MSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:28 PM some great points to ponder, tara......thinking thinking....ReplyDelete schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:43 PM If we vote 'no' to the tentative deal we still have options: We'd not have a contract. But we could... a) strike with full picket lines b) partially strike with phase 1 (work-to-rule) in schools c) partially strike with periodic/rotating job action d) continue negotiating e) return to work and re-escalate strike f) some/all of the above ReplyDelete Replies Caroline MackenzieSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:21 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:14 PM a) will expedite matters (I say less that 3 days)Delete Reply danabjornsonSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:05 PM I am thinking that a legislated, crappier contract would only be in effect for 2 years max (before elections...). If we take this offer, then we will be agreeing to this pseudo-E80. Should we win the court case (which we likely will), we will have to settle on the terms of the THIS negotiated contract which doesn't actually restore learning conditions; it simply allows for those conditions to be negotiated. If we say n, then we default to the 2002 contract, which DOES restore the language. A "yes" vote is saying that we are good on "crumbs"; a "no" vote is saying we want an actual meal. That's my understanding, anyway. Please correct me where I am wrong, Tara. :)ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:44 PM And word is IF they legislate, they could opt to legislate back Grade 10-12 only causing the union to have to lay off all teachers and re-hire based on seniority. That will tear the union at the seams pitting teacher against teacher for those positions. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:17 PM There will be a general strike if that were to happen! They better not do this. They will regret it.Delete Reply imaginefunlearningSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:09 PM Some good points on the background of our fight over the past 12 years, which I have been actively engaged in; however we need to recognize the climate we are in. We are not in Sask. people! We have just come through a very long summer!! We need to thank our @bctf bargaining team & recognize the toll this has taken on all of us & our families. I don't have the luxury of more time on the strike line. This may be as good as it gets. Let's read the agreement and consider getting back to work and making some $ again! That's my 2 cents worth, which would come in really handy right now!!!ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:18 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply RobSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:11 PM Go back in work to rule mode. Work this winter to recall every Liberal MLA. ThAt is the only way to apply pressure to these criminals. ReplyDelete Replies Kate RestonSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:03 PM Recall! Not sure who won the battle but the war is still onDelete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:14 AM Well said Kate... I agree 100%Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:20 PM I think say NO and a better deal will be done in less than 3 days. These guys are not criminals, they are lower than that. I bet they get a sick pleasure in hurting the kids and the teachers.Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:31 PM An official recall is in the works: https://www.facebook.com/groups/316129595235450/?fref=ts Please consider joining.Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:26 AM Leah - do you honestly think anyone who voted BC Liberal did so thinking that they would act any differently on the education file?Delete Reply JJSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:16 PM I am glad to see other members who share my views. I am outraged at a 1.2 percent "raise" in salary per year that doesn't even meet inflation of currently 2%. I feel used and abused.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:23 PM Not to mention all of the other pittance! I am actually surprised that Iker asked teachers to vote on this! Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:18 PM Hi Tara Thanks for the summary! Will we be able to vote NO to the deal, but vote YES to returning to work? Will there be three options when we vote Thursday? Why did the BCTF agree to a substandard deal for us? If we vote no to a deal that was recommended to us, the teachers look like the bad guys and public approval will plummet. I am very disappointed and frustratedReplyDelete Replies KataSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:12 AM Public approval will not necessarily plummet. I have seen strikes where the membership has voted against the executive's "best results to date", and ended up with a better offer. This offer is an insult. The $300 million will not bring funding to the national average (I believe). More importantly, the wage offer is half of the average wage increase for public and private workers (StatsCan). Delete Reply MontySeptember 16, 2014 at 10:19 PM Thank you, Tara. My thoughts too, more clearly expressed. As well, Thursday is too soon to vote, too soon to vote, too soon to vote........ReplyDelete Richard ChalkeSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:21 PM Vote no and lose every shred of public support...just sayin!ReplyDelete Replies UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:31 AM I am a member of the public and would support a "no" vote. js!.Delete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:01 AM Richard Chalke, NO you won't! I am a mother with 3 adopted special needs children who need to be in a class that is designed for them and others like them (my kids are academically slightly delayed but their issues are more social and behavioural) where they can receive the education they deserve taught in a way they can comprehend. I will speak now for all the parents I know, and we will support the teacher's if they continue to fight for our children's best interest.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:28 PM It might not be pretty at first, but once we explain things (and I hope the Mandarin-speaking teachers flood the Richmond organization that voiced their concerns), they will back us. The 3 billions that the judge came to is the first I hear about. This should be stated to every newsmedia comment section in the province. Minimize pickets and flood those outlets with commenters, just like the Liberals do. Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:45 PM I am a member of the public and a single Mother of a child in the public school system. You will NOT lose one bit of my support if you vote no. I know that you are sacrificing so that my child can have a better education, and I am most grateful for it. Having said that, I also know that you are exhausted and broke. I have been dreading that you may have to settle for less than what you (we) deserve because the government succeeded in breaking you. I am not in your shoes, so cannot judge. If the vote is a yes, I understand and I am still behind you. Delete Reply Alison RocheSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:25 PM It is a crap deal. It's always a crap deal. Once you raise the stakes to striking, anything else is a cave in. The last time we walked out was the 3 day illegal strike where I threw away 1200$ and got EXACTLY the same contract I had the year before. The BCTF called it a win because they didn't rip up MORE of my contract. Ridiculous. There are a few of us that believe that working to contract, doing 100% of your teaching job and nothing more (like paying for supplies out of your own pocket or EC) is the only way teachers will survive this government. What if they get re-elected again? Then what? Teachers have lost thousands to these clowns to make "statements" about the state of public education in this province. We can't keep sacrificing ourselves and our families. And in the meantime, you talk to parents about why you have to take this crappy road. Because up until this strike they mostly didn't care about the state of education, but god forbid you didn't run a Sports Day. Then suddenly they wanted to know what the hell was going on. Keep the conversation going in schools. Attend your PAC meetings and stop enabling this govt to underfund and overwork the system. And still get paid!ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:20 AM I am very excited at the prospect of returning to my beloved job on Friday. However I will NOT continue to put my personal money into my classroom and I will be seriously reconsidering my involvement in extra curriculars. I think we shoot ourselves in the foot with all the unpaid work we so willingly volunteer to do. Delete Reply FCSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:38 PM I heard a rumour last week from a loose lipped government insider that after the 22nd, depending on the outcome of the negotiations the Liberals were going to announce a 3 step process. I was not clear if this was based on 3 steps to resolve the strike (perhaps the 3rd step is legislation??) or 3 steps to overhaul the education system, either way, they will settle it outright. I wish you all luck and all the information that you need to make a sound decision of what you feel is best.ReplyDelete Replies Lisa BurrowsSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:53 PM I have heard similar rumours. On the 23rd, the gov. was planning on introducing a $6000 per year voucher system for 3 choices: an academic or trades program, or something called EducationCanada. Not clear whether their intention was to privatize the public system, de-certify teachers and hire them back under new wage/benefits. Not clear where these rumours originated from. Maybe fear tactics to get teachers to vote yes. In any event, I plan on voting yes. I signed up to be a teacher, not a martyr. This strike has cost us a lot. We need to regain our livelihood and hopefully continue the conversation about class composition. We have at least awakened many people to the issue, and the court case is still an avenue that could eventually improve teaching and learning conditions.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:33 PM I urge all teachers to fight and say NO to this deal. Retired teacher who had to retire because horrendous work conditions. Make me proud. They will not last long if you say NO! I know this is tough, but there is money and I hear that Van City does offer loan at low to 0 %. Banks do allow you to miss a mortgage payment. Go talki to your banker.Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM Will school districts require teachers to make up missed days, as suggested in the media? Will the school calendar be changing to make up for the missed three weeks and if so will we be made aware of those changes PRIOR to the vote? ReplyDelete KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:41 PM "Wages..... We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut." And that is the cost of going on strike!!! There is nothing that can be done about that. You cannot go on strike and put up the raise you want every week to compensate for your time on strike - it doesn't work that way.ReplyDelete Replies Drew StevensonSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:59 AM I believe the missing "..." Suggests that they meant to refer to the losses against inflation since the last wage step increase. Thus this contract does not allow us to recover the buying power lost to inflation since the last non contract or "0%" year. Add those up and compare against the proposed increase and you see that by the end of the contract, we won't be able to afford the same value of goods (loaves of bread, watts of energy, litres of gas) that we could at the end of the last contracts term. It was not a comment about wages that were lost in the strike. Those are really small potatoes when compared to the grinding power of inflation over years and years. The next contract will use this latest for a bench mark so these losses to inflation will grind at all teachers for as long as they teach. A death of a thousand cuts to our ability to afford basic goods and services. Any raise less than inflation is a cut to the value placed on us and on our ability to pay our bills. Delete Reply Ed SSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:09 PM Having lost $20,000 (including summer school wages) as the single income for a family of five is far too much; I will be voting YES to the deal, unless the independently wealthy teachers out there who wish to continue the strike will pay my bills and mortgage for me.ReplyDelete Replies Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:14 PM I feel ya. Yes for meDelete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:18 AM Ed S. With all due respect (and I mean that), how did you lose $20,000 in the strike? Teachers were out 2 weeks (all out) before they were supposed to be in June, and now 3 weeks for the start of school? It is my understanding that teachers don't get paid through the summer months. Please correct me if I'm wrong, wherever I'm wrong. Shouldn't you have been financially alright for the summer months at least? Also all teachers knew this strike had a possibility of extending into the new school year but no one teacher budgeted for this possibility? I'm truly just trying to get a clear picture of where this all stems. NO disrespect intended.Delete BlairSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:12 AM Kelly, not Ed but if you look at the numbers there was the 10% lockout haircut in May/June plus the loss of most of June and the loss of much of September. In our 1 teacher (1 non) household we calculated a $9 K - $10 K loss so far. If you add summer school earnings you can easily make the loss in the $20 k zone. As for budgeting, we budget for the summer, but did not expect the 10% haircut, nor the loss of June/Sept days which completely messed our budgeting calculations. A very good friend (single teaching mother) was crushed by the loss of the June income and is without a penny today.Delete Mr. SmoothSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:35 PM The only one who didn't get a haircut was Jim Iker... and he needs one more than anyone else. What's with that over-coiffed 70"s mullet Jim? Does wonders for the BCTF brand image!Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:55 PM Jim's hair is not open for discussion in a respectful space like this. As for his salary, he is a teacher who does not get paid when we are on strike.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:04 PM Totally agree!Delete Reply Mr. GSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:24 PM If I thought they could do any better I would agree with voting NO, but you have to be realistic. The BCTF does not use professionals to bargain and always ends up with much less than they promise the membership when asking for a strike vote. While this is not a great deal for teachers, I really think you're fooling yourself if you think it'll get any better.ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:02 AM BCTF needs to be replaced with younger more adept representatives and advocates. Also, we should be hiring professional contract negotiators - you don't go into battle with cut throat corporate types with a wooden knife. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:37 PM This is BAD deal! Say NO to it and show those (expletives) that we will not take it anymore! Come on! Show them that teachers have a spine! They will respect us, oddly!Delete Reply retaSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:51 PM I agree with Richard. Those in the public that are uniformed would be furious, and there are many teachers who just can't afford to use their wages as their voice any longer - too much has already been donated to the government. In my opinion, the deal is pretty lame. I am sitting on the fence.ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:24 AM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:26 AM So true!!! I cannot afford to fight this battle for public education any longer. Why is this my personal and professional obligation??? However I think this deal is weak weak weak. I also think its the best we are going to get. Ideologically I'm on the fence but my wallet will vote YES.Delete Reply SirThinksToo MuchSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:54 PM My wife and I will be voting "Yes" on Thursday for it is the middle path. The easy path would have been for us to go back to school with E-80 & E-81 over our heads. The difficult path would be for us to vote "No" and put our mortgage at risk and having to continue asking retired parents for handouts to feed a family with three kids. The middle path is the wisest choice for us considering the current political climate in which those who do not teach are the quickest to judge it harshly.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:41 PM I understand that this is really tough for you! I almost died teaching a few month ago. I had to quit. Please consider holding on and say no. Remember the short loss in salary will be offset in the LONG-RUn by better salary increase. This is a joke! They will be laughing at you even more if we accept this. This is a very bad deal! However, I do respect your position!Delete Reply DaleSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:16 AM Why would classroom conditions be better on October 9th after being legislated back? We have been outplayed because of our stubborn refusal to outdated, tired old tactics. It is because of these actions that have led us to this terrible deal. Time to reset, regroup and stock up for the long haul. Can't do it if half the members commit hara kiri on themselves. We are a union of professionals not a cult. ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:49 AM Could not agree more.Delete schreck!September 17, 2014 at 9:44 AM Could you please advise which tactics you believe could have been used to secure a superior deal?Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:47 AM Full disclosure: I'm a BC Liberal supporter. The only people who would benefit from a NO vote are the BC Liberals. Teachers would be bargaining with no leverage whatsoever and would be viewed by a large segment of the population as unreasonable. The BC Liberals then get portray themselves as the only party capable of dealing with the BCTF. schreck! says that the BCTF has the government on the ropes, but he couldn't be farther from the truth. The government wants people to view the BCTF as their primary opponent. Disputes like this just shore up the BC Liberal base and protect its right flank. Any half-baked recall campaign will only reinforce that. It's true teachers aren't going to recoup the lost wages from the strike. I would suggest to you that that means this job action was probably not in teachers' interests, especially without any sort of appreciable strike fund. This is the best deal teachers were ever going to get with this government and people should have been able to recognize that in June. If you want my advice (which you probably don't), it would be to spend the next 5 years building up a strike fund, electing better leaders, and hiring a professional negotiating team. Don't bring a knife to a gunfight and expect things to go well. Focus on getting the best deal you can from whoever the government is rather than trying to change the government, the HST, Kinder Morgan or a thousand different issues that distract from education and erode the union's finances further. You'd be doing yourself a favour, and probably doing the NDP a favour at the same time. Also, if schreck! is David Schreck, you can thank his opposition to STV for the last two BC Liberal majorities. I know I do.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:11 PM One step would be to stop making political contributions to the NDP. This only contributes to the childish animosity and lack of trust that has constantly characterized negotiations. How else can the Socreds/Liberals view teachers except as enemies when they so publicly support their opponents. This stupid confrontational immature approach has to STOP!!!!! Education should not be a political fight when it is so obviously a valuable benefit to our society. It was an NDP government that legislated teachers back to work in 1993. Stop making education a political fight.Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:10 PM I don't think they have to go that far. CUPE and the Nurses still contribute to the NDP yet they don't have the same acrimonious relationship. CUPE and the Nurses just make their members their priority, and broader advocacy second.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:55 PM Ryan (possibly a Liberal paid commenter), with all due respect, I disagree with you. The cumulative increase in lieu of this will be better. Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can. I say to Iker, ask for 6% over 3 years because these people love to play the 15% over 15 year game to make it so big on the surface. Some people think that this is 15% every year. Believe me! I have seen it in comment sections. Others believe that the 15% is too high not understanding that they must divide things over the duration of the contract. It is time that we play it smarter. It is time to put the foot down and ask for money given to us by other unions, if it is needed. Banks can accept one late mortgage payment. It would be suicidal for them to not help. Imagine the possible damage if that ever leaks out. They could lose a lot in teacher money. I for one would pull my money out of a bank in support! Teachers are going to show this government that we have a spine! Enough is enough! Aren't you tired of being treated like kids? (Retired teacher who almost died in a car accident because of work conditions that were horrendous. I had to quit.)Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 AM Not paid by the BC Liberals. I pay them actually... :/ I imagine astroturfers of any affiliation wouldn't disclose their bias. "Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can." How did that work in May 2013? If the teachers reject a contract that their own union endorsed, it will make teachers seem unreasonable. Whether that perception is true or fair is irrelevant. It's what will happen, and teachers will be weaker as a result. Take my advice. Build up a strike fund and focus on the internal governance of the BCTF for the next 6 years. You'll be better off for it. Or not. I don't mind you or others making it easier for the party I support to get elected. I'd just rather not see kids and teachers hurt in the process.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:37 AM Ah! The "don't-hurt-kids" card, hey, when you have underfunded education for 12 years! WOW! That takes the cake! Are your trolling? Oh! You are serious? :) Would you be surprised if I don't follow your advice, considering your lack of logic? Would you be surprised if others don't follow your advice? It is ttue that bullies like you and your ilks love to show who is the boss, who is the teacher now! I suspect that is at the root of the problem! No one wants to fail in school! No one wants to get the strap! Sad that today's teachers don't like it too! But, who cares, we are ... teachers! We deserve it! BAH! BAH! BAH!Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:22 PM That's fine. I look forward to another 16 years of BC Liberal government.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:41 PM 16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate! Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan! Sociopaths do that!Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 9:35 AM "16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate!" 16 years of our opponents still don't understand why they lost. Like I said, that's fine with me. If I said the Liberals would be in power for at least another 13 years back in 2004 you probably would have laughed too. Heck, if I told you on May 13 last year that the BC Liberals would be reelected on May 14 you'd probably have laughed too. And you were wrong. Why is that? Answer that question if you want the NDP to win the next election. Without a correct answer to it, the NDP's cause is hopeless. "Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan!" You feel they are flawed, and that's fine. I don't go around calling people who disagree with me sociopaths, nor do I accuse them of being paid shills. But I also don't feel much need to address your ad hominems. There are logical arguments to support your position, but argumentum ad hominem is not one of them. It's a textbook logical fallacy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 1:15 PM Ah! Now I get it! It is all ego-based! You think because you voted the winning party that you are a winner and we are losers! You think because you predicted that the Liberals would win, you are winner. That does not make YOU a winner or the Liberals! It is called DEMOGRAPHICS, you expletives. The baby boomers are getting old and because they have more assets and won't make a whole lot more for too long, they need to vote a govn't who is going to do just that! It is not rocket science! WOW! You think you are so superior when your party stole an election with 47% of the popular vote. That's not a majority and your party should not have been elected. BTW, did you delete from your ethical memory the words Ethnic voting scandal? The field is slanted and you know it. However, you are so willing to minimize, forget the scams and bad fairplay tactics like a sociopath is allowed to minimize or ignore his or victims emotions that you don't see that you are the loser, we are the victim of your constant bullying. 1% wage increases after years of 0% increases and you can justify that when Yahoo reports that the average Canadian can hope to get 2.5% this and next year: https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html You Liberals behave like fascists, but we can't call you that because that's not allowed! Well! Guess what? It is and you are. Live with it! You keep on dreaming you are a genius! :) I am retired, getting soon a nice pension, and laughing at you from a beach somewhere! AHAHA! Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 2:14 PM What's with the name calling Peter? For someone claiming to be retired you really don't show the wisdom of age. For someone who talks about logic, you use logical fallacies like ad hominems a lot too. It's a fair point that the BC Liberals didn't get a majority of the vote (and I'm a very big supporter of electoral reform). The BC Liberals + Conservatives did though, and I don't think it's realistic to expect the BC Conservatives to have been more generous had they been part of government. Last time I checked I just voted. I didn't "victimize" anyone. Perhaps your rage is misplaced. If you think the election was "stolen" I'm afraid I have to question your grasp on reality though. "Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?" I'm glad you'll have a pleasant retirement Peter. I have no ill will towards you. I'm not sure why you think I do. I'm not saying people were *right* to vote BC Liberal. That's a matter of opinion. All I'm saying is people *did* vote BC Liberal. More voted BC Liberal than BC NDP for the last 5 elections in a row actually. You need to understand why that happened in order to change it for the next election. Clearly you're not interested in that though. Which is fair enough. Just remember next time you're upset about something the BC Liberals do that your lack of interest is part of why the BC Liberals get elected at all.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 3:23 PM I love your culture --or the lack of thereof! Guess what, stop thinking averybody is white and must follow your little rules. Namecalling? Sociopath? Whaaaat? And, what if you are? Still can't call you that? :) You fascist right-wingers are big on censorship! I just don't like you giving us lessons on how to get the NDP in. As stated, people are voting right of the NDP because it is a matter of demographics and a little ethnic vote buying on the side. The rest is mumbo jombo. Yes, of course, they will have to go on strike in the future and yes they will have to build a strike fund. The Liberals stole that from the BCTF too! And, you wonder why I don't have any respect for them? Yes, electoral reform is needed! We agree!Delete Reply JJ GeorgeSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:46 AM As a parent, I support the teachers and respect whether they choose to vote yes or no. However I noticed a discrepancy here from other information I've read regarding prep time for elementary teachers. Here it states minimal improvement to prep time - only 10 minutes per week being added. Elsewhere I read that it is 100 minutes per week for prep, increasing by an additional 10 minutes in the final year. That is a significant difference, and worth noting. Or have I completely misunderstood?ReplyDelete Replies Anne-MarieSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:59 AM Elementary teachers currently have 90 minutes of preparation time per week so an increase to 100 minutes per week is only gaining 10 minutes. In other provinces and some private schools they have as much as 45 minutes of prep time per day.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:56 PM Thank you for inquiring!Delete DW ZSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:57 PM You're right JJ George. There is a significant difference around the province regarding preparation times. In my district elementary teachers currently get 100 minutes of prep time. This new proposal is useless to me. I'll have to wait 6 years to gain an extra 10 minutes. Delete Reply UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:11 AM Almost nobody gets cost of living adjustments. Also inflation is NOT 2%. Do some research and look at the CPI for BC over the last 24 months. The average over the last 2 years is 0.7%, not 2%. The CPI changes every month so you cant just look at the highest month and declare that THE inflation rate. Check out the 12 month averages document for the actual numbers. http://www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/StatisticsBySubject/Economy/ConsumerPriceIndex.aspx All that being said I support the teachers. if you think this is a bad deal as a parent my dream would be for the teachers to vote no but continue bargaining because I do think the kids need to be in school and I do fear that the teachers will lose all support if the strike continues. All I ask as a parent is that you do your own research and try not to be swayed by all the opinions. ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:01 AM Inflation for August was 2.1% (http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/economy/cpi-report-expected-to-reveal-rise-in-canadas-core-inflation-rate/article20593943/). The CPI is a year-over-year calculation.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:43 AM Inflation should be looked at as a yearly average, not an individual month.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:34 PM The lawyers do not believe we have compromised our court deal. Our leadership would not have sold us out. We dodged a bullet. The Premier had something loaded even if we are not sure what it was. The idea that we could simply return to work is not guaranteed. I think a no vote could easily lead to the Liberals locking us out again because the Premier wants to crush us and she will use any excuse. She did not want to take the advice of her people and do this deal. I am certain a plan for drastic action (where we have to take the concessions they had planned) or worse - was in place. We can't guarantee the press will do any better job explaining the complexities should we say no. They rarely sided with us in markets outside of Vancouver where people are more political and they often misled or allowed others to mislead. They are not helping and would sensationalize. This would see dissolution of support very quickly - especially if we asked for wages. (Though admittedly it angers me that we can't ask for wages without being accused of being greedy when that is what most bargaining units do). But we have argued this is about kids and while this is not ideal - it is better to have teachers than not. The deal does suck in that it does not bring us to par - but this fight needs to be won with a strategy that is political and capacity will do that in another round. We have some support - but it is limited to the choir. We need to have the pews too. We need to build that capacity while working and continue to find allies because the fight is bigger than most people want to consider. This is about ideology and about privatization. Education always was political but never more so than now and we have to fight this party or the conservatives who would do the same or worse. No teacher who is responsible can ignore the politics any longer. That is simply the truth. If you work in the system you better get informed and you better be prepared to fight until retirement for the system. That said, I want to ask the same question others are asking: Why is this the job of 42,000 teachers and not the job of all citizens who want equality to fight for this right? It is time (while the conversation is still on-going and up to and including election night) for us to guide the public where we can but mainly play our part by not propping the system up. Make poverty known. Make noise about shortfalls, ask questions (in the media or in board offices ) about who is going to fix it instead of paying ourselves, volunteer some but wait for the pubic to step up so they see what schools lack. I hate the deal too. But I trust Vince Ready and Iker and I don't think we could have done better right now. I think we dodged a bullet because I have read everything this government has put out and followed the trail. They plan to privatize and they are just looking for the route. Voting YES for now does not mean we are giving up. It does not mean a win in the way we wanted but we have won a battle that will lead to us winning the war. If we don't rest up and stock up we might not get there.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:57 PM Well, if it is bigger than just this battle, then we will need ALL the unions to strike if they do indeed use drastic (draconian) measures. I say it is time for ALL of the unions to call a general strike. I guarantee that they will not like that one bit. What will they do then? Call the army? :) People in Europe, at the end of the 19th century stood up in mines. General strikes do occur in Europe and have. If you think you had it tough, think of them who stood tall for US in tougher times and conditions. Make sacrifices. Sell furniture. Tutor on the side. Ask for the BCTF money. Ask your banker to help. As friends and relatives. If we say NO, it won't last long. If they legislate us back, let's call a general province-wide strike of all unions. Delete Reply Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:47 AM Between CC's smug smile as she celebrates slaughtered teachers and Jim Iker's goofy grin - seemingly unaware that he has been a willing puppet, I am thoroughly disgusted. Over the next 5 years, teachers will be in an increasingly bad situation financially, classrooms will continue to be too large and complex with increasing medical, social and environmental issues impacting academic delivery. It could not be less obvious that things will continue to worsen. The Liberals have ensured that BC is rapidly becoming the Canadian Monaco for rich off shore interests and wealthy corporations. Soon the underpaid "workers" will have to be bussed in daily to Vancouver - Asian style. The only recourse is to move to just about any other province and bring in up to $100,000 more over the six years with much less cost of living. So we are bailing, encouraged by friends who have gotten positions in Manitoba and Alberta. My colleagues and I discovered through contacting several school boards across Canada that specialist (special needs and behavioural) and secondary science teachers are in particular demand. I want to work in a professional, respectful environment where the needs of all children are considered a priority and where I feel inspired to do my best. However, I want my vote to reflect the wishes of teachers who will be here over the next 6 (5) years, so very much appreciate your blog and opportunity to read the comments.ReplyDelete Bert SlaterSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:11 AM To vote YES will throw away 12 years of effort, and 2 victories in BC Supreme Court. To vote YES will be to snatch defeat from the jaws of victory. If you vote YES what bargaining power do you think you will have - the government will do nothing, and then what do you think you will do - take job action? PLEASE VOTE NO.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:59 PM Time to show you have a spine!Delete Reply RodSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:06 AM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Cool HandSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 AM Wouldn't a 'No' vote be a vote of no confidence in the BCTF itself?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:02 AM Not at all. It is just a message to the leadership we need to do better. The strength of the union is the members, and we support the leadership by giving them direction through democratic means.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:40 PM I disagree. How else can a recommendation by the EC to vote yes be interpreted? Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:00 PM I am sure people will interpret this both ways, but it is a vote. If it is supposed to be a "Yes", because it might be interpreted one way, then why bother having a vote?Delete Kate TSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:07 AM Yes , it would be. I don't think we could come out much better than this with this government. How will a No obtain that? Christy will be happy, she can declare the BCTF gone and roll out her plan to privatize. Delete Reply David DeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:06 AM A no vote would be a rejection of a the court victories defied by the government and an inadequate deal containing some vague promises that won't meet the needs of teachers or students on class size and other important issues.In Ontario elementary teachers get 200 minutes of prep time per 5 day cycle. I know there is financial hardship, but the union has received close to $2 million in donations from other unions; is there no way of accessing hardship funds? At minimum, vote no and return to work on work to rule with various strike options.ReplyDelete Erica JonesSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:25 AM This article actually makes me so mad. It is NOT better for the kids that they have missed almost all of june and all of september. This is what you signed up for in BC as a teacher. Get on board or GET OUT.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:20 PM Is this really what teachers signed up for? At my high school, each class has about 30 kids, with an average of 17 kids per classroom with an identified learning disability. Our district says that there should be no more than 4 kids per classroom.. How do you expect non-specialist teachers to help each student when over half of them require more resources because of a learning disability? Furthermore, are you generalizing the "better-ness" to all the kids in BC? Because I don't think that it would be better if kids went back considering the learning environment isn't up to par. There are barely any Education Assistants, and support teachers for the multitude of children who need them. While I recognize and appreciate your enthusiasm for education, please realize that the public school system isn't a daycare. Also, please think about your words and the learning environment prior to speaking out. By the way, we're not an autocracy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:08 PM I can understand your frustration! Understand mine! I almost died at 7:30 pm one night returning from teaching a FI split class with several students who did not get enough support or no support at all. The principal expressed to me that he expected me to teach 2 different social studies programs and 2 different science programs. ANYONE I talked to knows that this is impossible to do, especially in French Immersion when kids get no support at home and books are often too hard for students to read. I had to quit my job. I did it for me and did it for the kids. I was like a surgeon who is asked to operate on 5 patients with an old scalpel with 2 inexperienced nurses. Predictably, 4 patients would die and I would be reprimanded! Teachers are put in terrible conditions and kids too. I hope you have the openmind to consider the reality of this honest personal anecdote. I also wish you to understand that this is likely not an isolated incident. What will it take? A kid to commit suicide because he or she is not getitng enough support?Delete Reply hilarySeptember 17, 2014 at 10:29 AM It is incorrect to equate lost funding with what the teachers would have received in grievances. The two are not equivalent. The starting position of the BCTF was $225M, so they never expected $3B to resolve grievances. I'm also interested to know where you get your figures on overcrowded classrooms. A recent Globe and Mail article says that classrooms are, on average, smaller than the caps set in 2002.ReplyDelete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:36 AM The signing bonus should be roughly $2500 each: 105 million divided by 41 thousand.ReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:53 AM It is not that simple. The $105 million is to be allocated by the union. The term "signing bonus" has been crossed off on the signed document. Some of that money may be used to pay union debts. Don't know this but clarification would be useful.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:16 PM Just quoting from the CBC news website, "And finally there are details of $105-million fund to settle grievances stemming from the ongoing court case. The BCTF says that money will be given out as a signing bonus, with specific amount yet to be determined."Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:34 AM I think it would be smart to put at least part of it into your strike fund.Delete Reply WheelsSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:55 AM If the money is used as a signing bonus, it should be based on FTEReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:12 PM Yes I am sure it will be based on FTE. The question is how much of the $105 Million is actually distributed. This is up to the union, and I am told that it is yet to be decided.Delete GuruSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:44 PM And don't forget all the retired teachers who are entitled to a share of it.Delete Reply Geoff OrmeSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:18 PM In another discussion of this someone suggested that under BC Labour Law a no vote means rejection of the proposed deal, and that means the strike continues until either: - the union in question elects to stand down - another tentative deal is presented or - the government imposes a legislated contract. I think the last of these is the most likely, and I believe the legislated contract would be draconian and brutal. What do you think, Tara? Also, I would appreciate your thoughts on Sandy Garossino's comments at https://storify.com/Garossino/should-teachers-accept-the-contractReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:14 PM If this is so, in a few month (likely a couple of years), teachers will win so much more with a Supreme Court judgment! It is possible that the Liberals know that the higher courts are stacked by Liberal judges (that is what happen when judges are chosen, not elected). In any case, a negative settlement (or not a great judgment) will galvinize the public to reform the way the Supreme court judges are being chosen. I doubt that any govn't will want that to happen. A legislated contract will make the LIbs look like sociopaths and dictators.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:47 PM Peter I think you are expecting far too much from the public, many of whom are only paying attention to this matter due to kids being home from school. The public are not remotely this savvy on the political process.Delete Reply IslanderSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:09 PM I am a continuing education teacher. We have it even worse and we are not listened to enough about our poor conditions. Those include no prep time (and we do have to mark and do report cards many times a year sometimes and commonly for 30 students in a class), travelling to different schools with no compensation, and having next to no breaks in between 3 hour classes. I worked for two years with no lunch break and taught 6 hours straight (just 15 min. breaks) to be told, "don't complain since there are others who will do it". We then got 15 min. breaks in between classes. Most of our students are wealthy immigrants, many who try to stay in classes as long as possible since the classes are free. After spending a year in Germany, I realize how better organized it is where the immigrants pay to learn the language on a sliding scale, and have to pay for a student book as well for each class. We do not even have text books, but photocopy so much at tax payers' expense. This is not right. I then teach summer school since we were not on a 12 month continual salary and most of those students are also immigrants (at least 75%). This is also free and it is becoming so common and the new immigrants know this is free babysitting and tutoring. I think one main problem is that we have so many new immigrants in our classes who need ESL like this article states about our inclusion style of education nowadays: http://www.vancouversun.com/life/Shelley+Fralic+trouble+with+schools/10203596/story.html I am honored to be teaching and like my job, but it does get exhausting especially since I need two or three jobs to pay the mortgage that I now no longer have.. back to renting since it all I can afford in this city that has become so expensive. And many don't realize that it is very very difficult to get to full time work as a teacher here. There was a formula that made it take about 10 years to get to f/t (now finally changed). I have been without pay for 3 months, and now had to finally rent a place in anticipation of returning to work, so I have to vote "yes", but please keep the comments coming for what alternatives we have. Maybe we have to just educate the public in a better way than picketing; maybe get out and walk around malls and talk to people and hand out pamphlets on how this liberal government is hurting this. Most Asians (probably just the new who are from such a different system) are already against the teachers since they do not seem to understand what is going on. http://www.vancouversun.com/Business/asia-pacific/Chuck+Chiang+Many+Asian+families+place+blame/10202757/story.htmlReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:17 PM First of all, myn thoughts are with you! I think your ideas about using different strategies is smart. Picketing is not a very good strategy to let people know about things. I think using the membership to flood media comment sections would be more effective. Going to talk to the public might be a good idea along with this, I think. Phone the BCTF and ask for support.Delete Reply Marsha HolleySeptember 17, 2014 at 1:36 PM A teachers wife Vote no you have come to far to back down. It is a -----Y DEAL. ReplyDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:45 PM Ask yourself WHY teachers cannot get 1/2 of the average increase in salary of the private sector? (The Libs will tell you because there are sooooooo many teachers, but I also hear that there are provinces where there is a need for teachers!) TORONTO - A new study says that Canadians, on average, can expect about the same size salary increase next year as in 2014. Human resources consultants Pal Benefits says a survey of 401 organizations, mainly in Ontario, Alberta and British Columbia, projected salary increase for 2015 at an average of 2.79 per cent. That was almost unchanged from the 2.74 per cent average increase projected in last year's survey. Meanwhile, in addition to the average salary increase remaining relatively steady year over year, the survey found that the percentage of employers who plan to freeze salaries appears to have stabilized at eight per cent —in the same percentages as was projected in 2014. Breaking down the numbers further, the survey found the average salary increase anticipated in the engineering, financial services and high technology sectors was three per cent. That compared with an average of 2.5 per cent on the low end for organizations in durable manufacturing. https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.htmlReplyDelete "Mama Rose"September 17, 2014 at 9:12 PM I used to agree with you, Tara, and appreciate you bringing these items to your blog to get us all thinking. But after a very long night and day of research and discussion, I realize I will be voting yes tomorrow. Here is why: I don't care about salary or benefit increases. That is not why I went on strike. I don't care if this tentative deal is not good for teachers. That's not why I went on strike either. For me, the single most important issue is class size and composition. I want to work in a classroom where I have enough time and resources available to me to adequately help all the students I teach. And while it is true that this tentative deal will not change anything in the classrooms right now (or at least most of our classrooms), I realized that we couldn't actually make changes in that area because the issues of cs and c is before the courts. When I made that connection and realized that this round of bargaining was really about a "good enough" agreement regarding wages, then the deal seems, well... good enough. BUT, the best part, is the language the BCTF legal team made around the furture court decision (the re-opener). They have it in writing that if we win the court case (which is likely) and when we have to start bargaining class size and comp again (that is exactly what Justice Susan Griffin said we would have to do) we will be STARTING from the 2002 levels. To make this simple to understand, I explained it to my friends using a number line. With this new language, the BCTF starts the next round of bargaining at say a 50. The government will want us to go to 10 or 15, and we'll compromise and end up maybe 25. But WITHOUT that language, we would have started bargaining at a 10 and only gone down from there. So I do believe it is the best deal possible, it still factors in the biggest issue (from my perspective), we do not lose the important gains of the past, and most importantly, everyone gets to go back to school.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 PM Mam Rose, I appreciate your point of view and your courage. However, let me point out to you and the readers that a decision at the BC supreme court might not turn out the way teachers anticipate. We all know that judges are appointed and who does the appointing? "All justices of the BCSC (including the position of Chief Justice and Associate Chief Justice) are appointed by the federal cabinet, on recommendation of the Minister of Justice. Masters are appointed by the provincial cabinet, on recommendation of the Attorney General in consultation with the Chief Justice." (Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Supreme_Court_of_British_Columbia) Now, I would like to think that all of those people are objective, but they are appointed and we know that there are political appointments. They have a lot of discretion over the laws and judgments. I am willing to bet that the BC Liberals do know this and are betitng the farm (or do they know something we don't know) that the Supreme Courts are stacked against teachers? So, I am not sure if we can count on a WIN if we proceed with the court ruling. I think we would be better to negotiate and negotiate a better deal.Delete Reply retaSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:57 AM Yes...no...yes...no...The last two days have been this. I’ve read so many articles and comments over the past few months and, I can say, I have learned a lot. I know this is not a great deal for teachers right now. I will be voting yes. This is why… 1. The children. Without going into the multiple issues (e.g., grad, post secondary, trades, sports, global education/trips, planned activities, those with varying degrees of special needs, those that need a soft place to land, etc., etc.) the children need to get on with their education. 2. The parents. For many parents, this strike is a financial burden. We do not like to be called baby sitters, but for many living below the poverty line, school is a financial relief. Winter is coming; gas bills will be expensive. 3. Poverty. Remember, BC has the highest child poverty rate in Canada. Schools feed and clothe numerous children. 4. The other systems educators work collaboratively with. MFCD, CYMH, foster parents, group homes, and the multitude of non-profit agencies that support vulnerable children and families are bursting at the seams. We are a part of that team. 5. CUPE. While some have been paid during this strike, that money is coming from districts. It was not provided by the government. And, CUPE is a partner in education - from the bus drivers to the tech dept to custodians to secretaries to EAs and so on. 6. Small Businesses. In our little towns, the school district is the number one employer. There is a direct cause-effect relationship between loss of wage and loss of business. 7. Money. The amount of money that is needed to reverse the erosion of the public education system over numerous years cannot be recouped in one sitting. This agreement is a start. It’s not much but the stage has been set. 8. THE COURT CASE. That is why we were on strike. All the other stuff could have been resolved months ago, but our government was working hard to make the court case go away. Well, it still exists. I consider that the victory. We live to fight another day (as rhetorical as that sounds) AND I hope people actually read the ruling and think critically about how a loss could impact the future of the Charter of Rights, and the power of government to contravene those rights. I am guessing we will vote to ratify as so many fear “what’s next?” from this government. It’s nasty business, and I think legislation would be next. VALUING PUBLIC EDUCATION needs to come from a STRONG, CONSISTENT public voice. If we do ratify the agreement, and those in the profession and public think we've given up, we have not. We’ve been fighting for years. We just haven’t been heard… until now. ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:21 AM I understand your point of view, but sometimes you have to fight to get what you want. This is a VERY bad deal, considering: Other people get on average 2.5% salary increases last year and this year and the next and the rest of us get 1% and must feel happy if we do.? (https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html) THIS DEAL is a horrendously BAD deal for kids/parents as well, of course. We are going to continue to be humiliated and be the laughing stock of many people of this province. After a decade of paycuts, WOW, this is what they are willing to offer! WOW! WOW! WOW!Delete Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:30 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Reply Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:37 PM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:08 PM Let's cross our fingers! I think we need a general strike by all unions if CC legislates teachers back. It is time to put the foot down and tell her and the Liberals that, as in the movie Network,"I am mad as hell and I won't take it anymore!"Delete Reply Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 8:26 PM Needs help on some stats for an online debate Looking for the last 10 or 15 years of contractual salary increases in %. So, 1% for 2001, 0% for 2002,...ReplyDelete Children FirstSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:00 PM Well it's all done now. Really hope the teacher's can find another angle to deal with class size and composition as well as student funding. The government will make sure the coming court case never swings your way no matter what. 2nd most expensive place to live in the the world!!! Wonder why and where the money goes??? ReplyDelete AnonSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 PM I'm an outsider, but have followed closely this whole fiasco and this is a RAW deal. Your union hung you out to dry on this one - taking a really bad deal (clearly no one from the BCTF had rudimentary math skills in their toolbox) and then publicly encouraging to the media that teachers accept the deal....what choice did you have - a no vote would have outraged the public. I could go on and on, but the bottom line, in my opinion, is that your union better get some stronger leaders who are PR and technology savvy. Out with Iker and the rest of those who bargained on your behalf - they just got ......well , we know that happened. Whew, can't even believe how screwed you got, absolutely amazing - nothing meaningful gained in the big picture and only very minor gains for a small group of people, bigger losses for the majority.. Wow - I better stop now. Best of luck. Thanks for all you do for our children. ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ▼  September (9) Reflections on the BC Teacher Strike BC Teacher strike - Lessons learned Response to Sandy Garossino Will the Education Fund improve classroom conditio... Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Class composition: a human rights perspective Class size and composition - a short visual histor... Guest post - I WILL HOLD THE LINE Teachers - let your leadership know it is time to ... ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13532&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 20, Number 1, September 2007 Readers write Return to sender Like the thousands of other teachers in the province we recently received I am the BCTF publication. We are returning our magazines to the BCTF office. This publication is unnecessary for many reasons. It glorifies every step of an event that was a last resort and not a celebration. We are well aware of the reasons for the strike, thats why we voted to have it! The BCTF has its own house to look after and is doing a poor job of dealing with its two small unions. We are embarrassed to hear of the problems within. The BCTF should be a model employer. Are our executive officers not highly skilled in diplomacy, conflict resolution, and the art of negotiation? The cost of producing this glossy magazine is probably so great we will be appalled when the costs are disclosed. We cant afford this from every point of viewfinancial, environmental (ours landed in the recycling until we retrieved them when the idea of a letter occurred), and negative public perception (for the previously stated reasons). Coverage of this strike could have been included in the Teacher newsmagazine as an insert, not as a separate magazine. The executive officers of the BCTF do not appear to be in touch with their staff or the members they are representing. BCTF members are the BCTF. Teaching staff at Don Christian Elementary School, Surrey All students should be able to access all programs I agree with Don Olds that an "obsession with (giving) homework" is wrong. Assignments should always be relevant and meaningful rather than just being given out in the belief that piling on homework somehow builds a good work ethic or motivates students to learn. Students should be given opportunities to complete work at school as much as possible. Completing homework, especially for middle and elementary school students, should never become so onerous as to take away a childs freedom to delve into their own passions, spend time with their families, get involved with church and/or community groups, and just plain old play. However, I must comment on Olds statement that "Homework is discriminatory to students who have trouble finding a place and a time to sleep and enough to eat, never mind a place and time to do laid-on homework!" Taking this further, I would say that school itself is discriminatory to these students. Perhaps we should abolish school. I believe the recently deceased Kurt Vonnegut had some interesting insights into this "everyone must be equal, no matter what" philosophy. In his story, Harrison Bergeron, a distopian society based on forced equality reveals the logical outcome of this type of thinking. Olds (and John Young, for that matter) sounds like someone who would relish the idea of working for the "Handicapper General," ensuring that not a single person has an advantage over any other person, in any way. Real-life experiments in enforced equality (Pol Pots Cambodia being the most "equal" and perhaps the most evil) have failed miserably. People should be equal before the law. Other than that, there will be differences. If you want to abolish special courses or homework or good looks or high IQs or anything else that smacks of "inequality" you too will fail miserably, and rightly so. Craig Bresett, Langley All children have rights I have to take issue with Richard Peacheys argument that it is hypocrisy for the BCTF to not support "parents rights to preserve their children from teaching they deem morally objectionable." To support diversity we may say that everyone has a right to their own culture and opinion, but it doesnt require, and cannot require us to fully embrace plurality and say all those opinions are correct. In particular, we do not accept that parents have the right to demand we teach that the Holocaust is a fraud, that the handicapped should be sterilized, that women are not really "persons" and can be considered property, that slavery of blacks is justified because they are inferior or that homosexuality is immoralno matter what their own personal beliefs are on these issues. Our country has laws and standards of human rights and it is the job of our public education system to teach and uphold those rights. Should a parent wish to take issue with any part of that code, they may do so, but as teachers our job is to open students minds to new ideas and encourage them to critically examine all opinions (including our own). Our job is also to protect and nurture ALL studentsand this is where the right to label certain teachings "morally objectionable" really breaks down. The issue that opponents of teaching acceptance of homosexuals carefully skirt is that they want us to support their right to tell their kids that there is something seriously wrong with other kids. Anyone who has worked with children and teenagers knows the pain that being different can cause. Already homosexual teens suffer the highest rates of suicide, drug abuse, and other risky behaviour because they struggle to deal with the agony of constant persecution. In no way can we ever be a part of condoning the cultural stigmas that daily lacerate the self-worth of these children. That would be morally objectionable! Maureen Maier, Coquitlam Where will it end? Upon reading Steven C. Faraher-Amidons response to Murray Corrans article, "A censor? Who, me?" I had to ask myself, Where will it end? Will teachers in this province rob our students of knowledge and the ability to think critically in order to appear politcally correct? Yes, parents are taxpayers. Faraher-Amidon and these taxpayers have a right to the finest education we can offer their children. By censoring ourselves, we become like the poor people in Afghanistan under the Taliban, afraid to open our mouths and speak the truth for fear of reprisals. Teachers need to cherish their autonomy. Long live freedom of speech. I applaud Corran for his stand. Amber Harvey, Retired, Mayne Island Thank you On behalf of the Poplar Glade Elementary School teaching staff in Williams Lake, I would like to thank all those teachers throughout the province who donated so generously to us after a fire destroyed our school. That generosity certainly helped diminish our sense of loss. It should be noted that the fire erupted during the lunch hour and schools should be prepared for such events. Fortunately, three weeks prior, we had a 9:00 a.m. fire drill (before the students were settled in, and before attendance was taken). The evacuation was conducted as if it was just another drill, and thats all it was thought to be, but within 10 minutes the school was engulfed in smoke. Firefighters, who had entered the school to see what the problem was, had to lay ladders on the floor to retreat as the linoleum suddenly began to buckle. The evacuation was initiated by the custodian whose hours had recently been reduced. Had the fire started a couple of hours earlier, she wouldnt have been there. Evacuating students over buckling floors and thick smoke would have been another story. We were very fortunate that only "things" were lost. Thanks again. Stuart Westie, staff rep, Poplar Glade Elementary School, Williams Lake)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11042&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2002 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 14, Number 6, April 2002 In memoriam by Ken Novakowski Ralph Sundby came to the BCTF on July 1, 1975, on a two-year term in the Professional Development Division. He had been a passionate advocate for the attainment of decent learning and working conditions for students and teachers in the Burnaby Teachers’ Association. His first few years in the Federation were working on learning conditions at a time when teachers didn’t have bargaining rights. We had to and we did use political action to make gains in class size and working and learning conditions. My first memory of Ralph was to see him as a leader and a supporter of improved working conditions for teachers and better learning conditions for students. For seven years, between 1982 and 1989, Ralph worked in the Teacher Personnel Services Division. During that time he assisted hundreds of teachers who had difficulties with their teaching or had run into a whole range of problems with the school or district administration. His focus was defending the rights of teachers, ensuring that they were well represented in the hearings and tribunals that pre-dated full collective bargaining. The last six years of Ralph’s 20-year career with the BCTF was in the Bargaining Division, where he continued to do what he had done before—protect the rights of teachers and enforce their negotiated working conditions—this time through the collective agreement. Ralph was with the Federation from 1975 to 1995, and he saw our organization go through many changes. He always believed in the Federation—believed in what it stands for and represents on behalf of teachers. And as it changed, he changed with it. When I put a message out to locals to tell them of Ralph’s passing, several activists recalled the help he gave them and their locals in times of need. Many staff in the building didn’t think of him as a retired staff person because he was always still around, at spring teas and at all the other Federation functions, accompanying his partner, Mavis Lowry, and happily enjoying the company of his former colleagues. When Wes Knapp phoned me to tell me Ralph had left us, he talked about how Ralph constantly monitored the news to hear the latest on our current struggle to get a decent collective agreement for teachers. His heart and best wishes were with us to the end. When I think of Ralph, I think of someone who always had a smile—someone who always had time for a friendly chat or a few kind words. I think of someone who dedicated his working life to the betterment of the teaching profession and to the strengthening of the teachers’ union. I think of someone who will be fondly remembered by the many members and locals he served and worked with and by his many colleagues and co-workers on the staff at the BCTF, both current and retired. On behalf of all of those people and on behalf of the organization Ralph served so faithfully for 20 years, I pass on my deepest regards to Mavis; Ralph’s daughter Ashley; and other family members. I thank them for sharing his life with the BCTF family. Ralph served us all well, and he will be sadly missed, but he will always be fondly remembered. Ken Novakowski is the BCTF’s executive director.)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2010/09/return-of-deadlines.html,Staffroom Confidential: The Return of Deadlines? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, September 7, 2010 The Return of Deadlines? Many teachers have been understandably frustrated with the poorly conceived notion that any student, at any time, should be able to "redo" any assignment, homework or test during the term or semester. In addition to the workload issue this creates for teachers, it has a knock on effect on the habits of students. Not surprisingly, they study less, attend less, and generally get less learning done. While it is certainly important to give second chances, and to recognize that children and young adults are still learning organization and time management skills, we appear to have developed a culture where missing deadlines and time lines has no consequence and we are teaching students that this is OK. A growing number of provinces are responding and changing course. In Ontario, teachers will now be able to deduct marks for late assignments. And in Nova Scotia, students who miss 20% of classes will automatically be required to retake the course. In Victoria, the drive to allow every student to hand in everything late seems to have been driven by the relentless push from the school Board to "improve graduation rates" - on paper, at least. Students don't fail, they are perpetually incomplete. Yet rather than design truly self-paced learning environments, many secondary schools have adopted the practice of simply allowing students to just scrape by redoing tests, attending "course completion" in the last few days of class and cramming in just enough marks at the last minute to get a pass. This is a disservice to the student who really needs to learn to attend and study. And it is a disservice to their learning when we accept that scraping by with fifty percent means they have learned the curriculum and are ready to move on. See news coverage of this issue at: http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/national/ontario/do-over-generation-set-to-meet-deadline-shock/article1688385/ Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 1:27 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest No comments: Post a Comment Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ▼  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ▼  September (5) Ontario arbitrator rejects wage freeze 21st Century Learning - Coming to a school near yo... Grading the Teacher - What's the Agenda? The Return of Deadlines? Ontario - Doing Kindergarten Right ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12134,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2001 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 13, Number 7, May/June 2001 Standing together: A focus on bullying by Judith Blakeston The contents of this video contain dramatic scenes and language which may be objectionable to some viewers," announces 11-year-old Royce Cheong, of Clinton Elementary School, in Burnaby, as Standing Together: A Focus on Bullying begins. For the staff members, students, and parents who see this new video, his admonition may indeed be necessary. As one of the narrators suggests, just because adults don’t see bullying happen, doesn’t mean that it doesn’t exist. Standing Together is a new teaching video featuring over 160 students who act as host and narrators, and who enact scenes and offer observations about life in the school place. Their message? Bullying is not acceptable; everyone in the school and community must take responsibility to stand together against bullying. If everyone does so the incidence of bullying will be dramatically reduced. Standing Together: A Focus on Bullying will be sent this spring to every elementary school in B.C., as a supplement to Focus on Bullying: A Prevention Program for Elementary School Communities, which was widely distributed a year and a half ago. The video is funded by a grant from the National Crime Prevention Centre: Community Mobilization Program, to the B.C. Teachers’ Federation, with its partners in the Provincial Safe Schools Working Group–the BCTF, the BCPVPA, the ministries of education, and attorney general, and the B.C. Safe School Centre. Along with the video is a written guide for the use of the facilitator in any one of the groups in which the video will likely be shown: staff meetings, classrooms, or parent gatherings. Although the video is meant as a support to the program noted above, it can also serve as an introduction to a number of antibullying programs available. Its greatest strength, perhaps, is its authenticity of tone through the voices of the children who are the stars of the production. The making of the video is a story in itself. Susanne Tabata, of Tabata Productions, in Vancouver, is responsible for creating, scripting, and producing the 20-minute video. When the project committee decided that they wanted to use children in real-life scenarios, rather than adults talking through the issues, she was faced, on a limited budget and with time constraints, with the task of finding amateur actors and easily accessible locations. Luckily, two school communities were using the program and were willing to help out. West Vancouver’s West Bay Elementary School (with principal Diane Nelson, vice-principal Valerie Brady, their staff, students, and parents) and Clinton Elementary School, in Burnaby (with principal Joanne Whitelaw, her staff, students, and parents) willingly became involved in the enterprise. Because both schools use the Focus on Bullying Program, the students knew what the video was all about and what it was meant to accomplish. Susanne Tabata found the students a good reality check for the incidents and the language. In fact, students found the language a little "soft" in spots, and whereas the adults queried the use of Barbie dolls as part of the dialogue in one scenario, the girls playing the scene pronounced the reference "just right." They didn’t hesitate to suggest improvements to the action, based on their knowledge of "what really happens." Audiences who have previewed the video have been emotionally caught up in the drama portrayed. Adults know the statistics: bullying takes place once every seven minutes in the elementary school playground, once in every 25 minutes in the classroom; boys tend toward physical bullying, girls tend toward social alienation. And all adults, and youth, have seen the reports on TV and read the stories in the newspaper about the grim conclusions to excessive bullying. What the video reminds us, by the words and the actions of the children and adults, is that speaking up and standing together will greatly reduce bullying behaviours. The scenarios show one young boy being picked on by three others, and one girl being made fun of by a little clique of "former" friends. A caring mom coaxes her son to confide in her, phones the teacher, and the disciplining and mending process is under way. The girl and her friend tell the teacher, who, having already wondered about the cluster of little girls in the hallway and their suddenly isolated friend, gets on the case. Statistics came alive. The pain and isolation, the low self-esteem, and the helplessness of the victims were obvious. Perhaps the most moving scenes come at the conclusion of the video, when a handful of children talk about their experiences after their school initiated Focus on Bullying. Their words are not scripted; they are speaking from their hearts. Their emphasis is on getting somebody to help you when you need support; knowing that parents and teachers, principals and support staff, counsellors, and friends are all there to assist; learning to use your words; learning to be assertive and speaking up for yourself; knowing that your school does not tolerate bullies as a matter of policy and practice. "The leadership worked," says one girl, referring to the implementation of an antibullying program in her school. "It helped me a lot," said another. "I never, never want to bully." "The kids were nice to me, and they accepted me for who I was," said the last young man, who found that the program made his school life easier. Newspapers and television have isolated dramatic and terrible tragedies in the lives of children who are bullied by their peers. This video looks at the daily "little" scenes of name-calling, isolating, physically pushing, and hurting that children experience and that make their lives miserable. The literature is overwhelming: a concerted effort by the school and the community can reduce these behaviours by 50%. Active intervention, especially by onlookers, gets results. Teaching children effective strategies to counteract bullying behaviours works. Parents and teachers are the ones whom children trust to help them out. Standing Together dramatizes these messages, shows the solutions, and emphasizes the wonderful results when everyone works as a community of interest for children. If adults don’t really believe that bullying exists, "you’ll have to help your parents and teachers understand this," says one of the narrators. "Kids have the courage to stand up for themselves when they know that teachers, parents, and staff know what to do to stop bullying," observes another. "Did you get something out of this video?" asks Royce Cheong at the conclusion of the video. "Let’s keep the ball rolling. Use the resources, and work with your community," he reminds the audience. And so we should. Judith Blakeston, a retired teacher, was the project co-ordinator for the making of the video, Standing Together. For more information on Focus on Bullying workshops for your school or on BCTF Safe School programs, contact Nancy Hinds, Professional Development Division. To book a presentation on antibullying for School Parent Advisory Committees, contact Larry Field or Piera DiTomaso, Organizational Support Division. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/WorkArea/mediainsert.aspx?action=deleteItem&folderid=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&L=&LangType=,Object moved Object moved to here.  	mediainsert  Insert QuickLink Page of [First Page] [Previous Page] [Next Page] [Last Page])
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "October is #FosterFamilyMonth. Thank you #BC for opening your homes and hearts to more than 5,900 children and youth." @John_Yap - 11:14pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=29049&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2013 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 25, Number 4, Jan./Feb. 2013   New teacher mentoring project  By Alison Davies  Mentoring has a long and prodigious history within education, stretching back to the original mentor who accompanied Odysseus’ son, Telemachus, on his journey as told in Homer’s epic. Mentor as guide provides the archetype for the informal and practical ways experienced teachers accompany and help new teachers as they move into the profession. Newer teachers need the help of other’s experience to build confidence, understanding, and to translate their vision and ideals into effective practice. Mentoring programs have multiplied throughout BC and Canada within the last 15 years as an attempt to create more structured processes and supports for new teacher induction. The interest in mentorship programs is also reflected in the growing body of current international research, which confirms how mentoring can improve teaching effectiveness, teacher retention, and student achievement.   A grant from the Ministry of Education was approved in spring 2012 to support a joint BCTF/UBC pilot project aimed at developing mentoring programs in BC school districts that currently do not have structured mentoring programs in place. The proposal was submitted as a three-year project, beginning with three districts for the first year, and expanding from what is learned as the project grows. Funds were granted for the first year, and I was hired as co-ordinator on a one-year contract with the BCTF to oversee the project. As co-ordinator, I report to an advisory committee, including members from UBC, BCSSA (supertintendents) as well as members of the BCTF. In the spring 2012, the BCTF initiated a survey to better describe mentoring programs currently active in districts across British Columbia. Of the 60 school districts in the province, 29 reported having formal mentoring support for their teachers, and 21 of those programs have been functioning for five years or more. While there is substantial history of experience and practice in mentoring work within many districts/locals within BC, districts have struggled to sustain their programs through budget cutbacks, shifting demographics, and changes within district and local leadership. Many other districts/ locals are seeking ways to initiate a mentoring program to help retain teachers and provide essential support for the transition into the practice of the profession. The New Teacher Mentoring Project offers a timely response at a critical time as teaching professionals recognize the significance of mentoring to the continuity of personal professional growth and to building a culture of collaboration and collegiality within and across schools. There is a growing consensus of interest among all education providers calling for a more integrated, and sustained system of support for the induction of teachers in their early years. The vision of the project is to place teachers mentoring teachers at the heart of the induction process, respecting the wealth of teacher knowledge and the capacity of teacher leadership. Proposals came from 20 school districts across BC to participate in the first year of the project, prepared jointly with local teacher associations. The three districts—Haida Gwaii, Kootenay-Columbia, and Kamloops Thompson—were chosen for participation, because they offered comparative differences in geographic and demographic size, in the mix of rural and urban schools, Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal communities. The early months of the project have focused on supporting each of the three districts in establishing a framework for a mentorship program that can respond to the specific contexts and challenges for teachers in these different areas of BC. There are currently 58 teachers engaged as mentors and mentees. A steering committee has been established in the three districts that includes union leadership and administrative directors. The focus of mentoring partnerships reveals the distinctiveness in each district: Kamloops is supporting some of the new TTOCs and chose to structure the program to build connection across schools and district. In Kootenay-Columbia mentoring partnerships are providing a means for educators to collaborate on implementation of new math curriculum and explore innovations in secondary school teaching and learning. Haida Gwaii mentors are helping teachers build knowledge and confidence in new assignments such as learning assistance and counselling, and bridge between Haida language and curriculum implementation. The project funds have also made it possible to hire a 0.2 FTE mentoring teacher in the Kamloops Thompson District to support four teachers working in rural schools. For teachers entering the profession in more rural environments, unique challenges are faced in accessing resources, networking with other professionals, and teaching across multiple grades. The Kamloops mentoring position provides a way to regularly visit these rural teachers and offer more consistent response to their challenges. UBC is partnering with the New Teacher Mentoring project to conduct research into ways that a formal mentorship program might more effectively support our rural teachers through its rural teacher education focus. Although we are just a few months into the project, it is already evident how mentoring offers both emotional support and professional challenge for new professionals working to integrate their knowledge, skills, and ideals into the real world of the classroom. The ‘praxis shock’ in becoming a professional teacher is a familiar story and can lead quickly to feeling overwhelmed, discouraged, and isolated. Kamloops mentor Rachael Sdoutz states, “my mentee’s biggest challenge will be to find a balance and to not let herself get discouraged as she faces the reality of teaching day to day—the system is changing more slowly than the new techniques and philosophies.” How can we support our new colleagues in developing professional habits of mind that lead to greater efficacy, agency, and enjoyment as they meet the pragmatics of classroom life? This is the challenge mentors are exploring as they meet with their mentees. Discovering the satisfaction and empowerment of offering professional support to new colleagues is a welcome benefit many of the new mentors have expressed. The reciprocity of learning and reflection, which develops over time within mentoring relationships, supports the inquiry approach to professional learning. Teachers are meeting together in partnerships and networks to set goals, examine student work, and improve practice. The process gives purpose for teachers to open up their classrooms to one another, to think and work together in a non-evaluative, growth-oriented and trusting way. Ann-Marie Hunter, the Kamloops mentor supporting four rural teachers in her district writes, “Yesterday it was wonderful to spend the morning with one of my teachers; she had many insights into teaching in a one-teacher school that I had not even considered. What an amazing challenge! This is going to be quite a journey of mentoring—so interesting to continue to learn more and share more about education.” Continuing to build strong effective mentoring relationships will strengthen the professional culture of learning within schools and districts. We know from the successful mentoring programs already in place in BC, once a mentoring culture has found its roots in a school district, collaboration and the reciprocity of ongoing learning becomes a norm. In February, I will return to the ministry to secure funding for two more years to expand the project more widely across BC’s educational landscape. If successful, the project will be welcoming new district applications before the end of the school year. Updated information about the progress of the project including criteria for participation can be found on the New Teacher Mentoring Project page of the BCTF website—www.bctf.ca. (There is a network of educators from different school districts, universities and other partner organizations in BC who meet three times a year to support and promote mentorship across the province. This network can be contacted through Teacher Mentorship BC.) Alison Davies, BCTF co-ordinator, New Teacher Mentoring Project )
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=1676&printPage=true,BCTF News Releases  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2006 Archives BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE March 13, 2006 Teachers set bargaining strategy and objectives BC teachers are facing a challenging round of contract negotiations, in a context where all parties agree the existing bargaining structures are dysfunctional. Even so, teachers are determined to achieve the changes necessary to defend quality public education, guarantee services to students, and uphold teachers’ rights. BCTF President Jinny Sims noted that when the current contract expires June 30, 2006, teachers will have been working for four-and-a-half years under legislatively imposed terms and conditions of employment. "It's essential that we have a negotiated settlement this spring," Sims said. "We simply cannot have another imposed settlement. Our students need stability in their schools. But we are optimistic that with good will on both sides we would quite quickly reach an agreement that meets the needs of teachers and students across BC." Delegates to the BCTF's 90th Annual General Meeting today endorsed a package of bargaining objectives that are consistent with the goals from last fall’s round of bargaining. These include: restoration of guarantees for students' learning conditions; full, free collective bargaining rights, including the right to strike; respect for professional rights of teachers; and a fair and reasonable salary increase. "We are still waiting for the government to make good on its commitments made after our strike," Sims said. "BC is facing a growing teacher shortage and so we need to make sure we can recruit the very best into our profession and keep them here. That's going to be difficult if our salaries remain so much lower than those of colleagues in other jurisdictions, such as Alberta and Ontario." Sims noted that no dates have been set for negotiations, but teachers are eager to get to the bargaining table as soon as possible. If an agreement is not reached before the beginning of June, members of the BCTF Representative Assembly will set a date for a strike vote. Discussions at Tuesday's meeting will focus on affiliation with the BC Federation of Labour, privatization and commercialization of public education, aboriginal education, and social justice issues, including child poverty. For more information, please call Nancy Knickerbocker, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-340-1959.)
(20141007,www.reddit.com,http://www.reddit.com/r/OldSchoolCool/,OldSchoolCool: History's cool kids, looking fantastic jump to content my subreddits announcementsArtAskRedditaskscienceawwblogbookscreepydataisbeautifulDIYDocumentariesEarthPornexplainlikeimfiveFitnessfoodfunnyFuturologygadgetsgamingGetMotivatedgifshistoryIAmAInternetIsBeautifulJokesLifeProTipslistentothismildlyinterestingmoviesMusicnewsnosleepnottheonionOldSchoolCoolpersonalfinancephilosophyphotoshopbattlespicsscienceShowerthoughtsspacesportstelevisiontifutodayilearnedTwoXChromosomesUpliftingNewsvideosworldnewsWritingPromptsedit subscriptions front -all -random |  Futurology -Music -aww -movies -television -gaming -mildlyinteresting -GetMotivated -photoshopbattles -Art -pics -tifu -AskReddit -gadgets -listentothis -IAmA -EarthPorn -WritingPrompts -books -UpliftingNews -sports -space -InternetIsBeautiful -DIY -Jokes -history -LifeProTips -videos -Fitness -dataisbeautiful -nottheonion -creepy -explainlikeimfive -worldnews -gifs -funny -askscience -news -personalfinance -todayilearned -nosleep -philosophy -TwoXChromosomes -Documentaries -science -OldSchoolCool -Showerthoughts -foodmore » reddit.com OldSchoolCool hot new rising controversial top gilded promoted want to join? login or register in seconds| English limit my search to /r/OldSchoolCool use the following search parameters to narrow your results: subreddit:subreddit find submissions in "subreddit" author:username find submissions by "username" site:example.com find submissions from "example.com" url:text search for "text" in url selftext:text search for "text" in self post contents self:yes (or self:no) include (or exclude) self posts nsfw:yes (or nsfw:no) include (or exclude) results marked as NSFW e.g. subreddit:aww site:imgur.com dog see the search faq for details. advanced search: by author, subreddit... remember mereset password login Submit a new link Submit a new text post OldSchoolCoolunsubscribesubscribe1,209,274 readers 379 users here now History's cool kids, looking fantastic! A pictorial and video celebration of history's coolest kids, everything from beatniks to bikers, mods to rude boys, hippies to ravers. And everything in between. If you've found a photo or video from the past of someone looking fantastic, here's the place to share it. Three quick rules: 1.) Photos should be over 20 years old. 2.) Please put the year or decade in title, otherwise your post will be removed. 3.) Don't make racist, homophobic or sexist comments unless you want an immediate, lifetime ban. Other subreddits we love /r/OldSchoolCoolMusic /r/OldSchoolCoolSports /r/OldSchoolCoolNSFW /r/Moviesinthemaking /r/HistoryPorn /r/TheWayWeWere /r/Humanporn created by Apaza community for 2 years message the moderators MODERATORS wemtastic voodomac11 kitehigh mrlapista labudda ellepelle27 reddit is a website about everything powered by community, democracy, and you.learn more › what's this? This sponsored link is an advertisement generated with our self-serve advertisement tool. Use of this tool is open to all members of reddit.com, and for as little as $5.00 you can advertise in this area. Get started › This area shows new and upcoming links. Vote on links here to help them become popular, and click the forwards and backwards buttons to view more. Enter a keyword or topic to discover new subreddits around your interests. Be specific! You can access this tool at any time on the /subreddits/ page. 74 75 76 OldSchoolCoolsters just a quick reminder that all posts without a date, decade or circa in the title will be removed. Sorry! (self.OldSchoolCool) submitted 3 months ago by mrlapista[M] - stickied post 17 comments sharecancel loading... 1 1777 1778 1779 Hungarian rebel posing with his AK-47 in front of a Soviet tank in 1956. First recorded instance of an insurgent carrying an AK-47. (imgur.com) submitted 6 hours ago by kope47 186 comments sharecancel loading... 2 285 286 287 Stunning photograph of Pier Angeli by Allan Grant, 1954. (i.imgur.com) submitted 6 hours ago by p-m-v 10 comments sharecancel loading... 3 167 168 169 The Carlton Dance was never better when Alfonso Ribeiro killed it on the Soul Train Line ('94) (0:48 in) (youtube.com) submitted 7 hours ago by dancingjew90 15 comments sharecancel loading... 4 102 103 104 Mark Hamill, Carrie Fisher, and Harrison Ford, circa 1978 (i.imgur.com) submitted 6 hours ago by Join_You_In_The_Sun 4 comments sharecancel loading... 5 295 296 297 Clint Eastwood working on his 1958 Jag XK 120 in 1960 (imgur.com) submitted 12 hours ago by CCPearson 39 comments sharecancel loading... 6 106 107 108 Lou Reed & Nico, 1967. (i.imgur.com) submitted 7 hours ago by 1992BJ 4 comments sharecancel loading... 7 2359 2360 2361 23 year old Frank Sinatra mug shot 1938 (imgur.com) submitted 1 day ago by CrashAndBurn69 283 comments sharecancel loading... 8 144 145 146 My Grandfather as a Marine in WWII, he fought at Iwo Jima and Guadalcanal. R.I.P. (flickr.com) submitted 12 hours ago by TheRealCF 13 comments sharecancel loading... 9 646 647 648 Bettie Page, 1950's (i.imgur.com) submitted 22 hours ago by Victoriana92 29 comments sharecancel loading... 10 49 50 51 My Grampa during the Korean War (i.imgur.com) submitted 9 hours ago by littlefield20 4 comments sharecancel loading... 11 286 287 288 My great grandfather riding an ostrich, circa 1913 (i.imgur.com) submitted 20 hours ago by chocolatemilkcowboy 20 comments sharecancel loading... 12 34 35 36 Beatnik in East Village, NYC in 1959 (imgur.com) submitted 9 hours ago by Rinky-dink 4 comments sharecancel loading... 13 10 11 12 My father being handsome in uniform, 1959. (i.imgur.com) submitted 3 hours ago by thoumyvision comment sharecancel loading... 14 12 13 14 Marjorie Leet, circa 1930s (i.imgur.com) submitted 5 hours ago by thatblackbatlicorice 1 comment sharecancel loading... 15 8 9 10 My badass grandfather turned 90 Sunday. This picture was signed by all his friends at his party. Taken in the 70s. (i.imgur.com) submitted 4 hours ago by wafflechildren 1 comment sharecancel loading... 16 8 9 10 My parents getting ready to perform at Disney World in 1972 (imgur.com) submitted 4 hours ago by kellymcswelly comment sharecancel loading... 17 • • • My late grandfather wearing a gas mask, Vietnam c.1968. Today is his birthday! (i.imgur.com) submitted 47 minutes ago by easy_Money 2 comments sharecancel loading... 18 23 24 25 Richard Gere in 1977 (i.imgur.com) submitted 10 hours ago by itsahhmemario 5 comments sharecancel loading... 19 • • • Chinese railroad workers (1.bp.blogspot.com) submitted 52 minutes ago by redditguy001 1 comment sharecancel loading... 20 2354 2355 2356 The Jackson 5 in Malibu, 1969. (i.imgur.com) submitted 1 day ago by itsahhmemario 184 comments sharecancel loading... 21 19 20 21 Mel Gibson in 1982 (i.imgur.com) submitted 10 hours ago by itsahhmemario 2 comments sharecancel loading... 22 1830 1831 1832 70s SKATER CHICKS (imgur.com) submitted 1 day ago by 0JRB19690 147 comments sharecancel loading... 23 516 517 518 Al Capone and Nucky Johnson taking a stroll on the Atlantic City Boardwalk circa 1929 (i.imgur.com) submitted 1 day ago by Barrycuda 32 comments sharecancel loading... 24 113 114 115 River Phoenix and Martha Plimpton, 1989 (imgur.com) submitted 21 hours ago by SignoreReddit 3 comments sharecancel loading... 25 8 9 10 Portrait of Coleman Hawkins and Miles Davis, Three Deuces, New York, N.Y., ca. July 1947. Part of the William P. Gottlieb Collection, Library of Congress. (i.imgur.com) submitted 7 hours ago by OneThinDime 2 comments sharecancel loading... view more: next › about blog about team source code advertise jobs help wiki FAQ reddiquette rules contact us tools mobile firefox extension chrome extension buttons widget <3 reddit gold store redditgifts reddit AMA app reddit.tv radio reddit Use of this site constitutes acceptance of our User Agreement and Privacy Policy. © 2014 reddit inc. All rights reserved. REDDIT and the ALIEN Logo are registered trademarks of reddit inc. close this window you'll need to login or register to do that create a new account all it takes is a username and password privacy philosophy we limit data collected about you and your use of the platform, your personal information is never for sale, we use and disclose information to prevent people from abusing the platform, but we never disclose it for any other reason unless required by law. for more information, see our privacy policy. username:try anotheravailable! account recovery email:  (optional)we only send email at your request password: verify password: remember me create account is it really that easy? only one way to find out... login already have an account and just want to login? username: password: remember me recover password login close this window interface language English [en]العربية [ar]Беларуская мова [be]български език [bg]Bosanski [bs]català [ca]česky [cs]dansk [da]Deutsch [de]Ελληνικά [el]English (Australia) [en-au]English (Canadian) [en-ca]English (Great Britain) [en-gb]English [en-us]Esperanto [eo]español [es]español [es-ar]eesti keel [et]Euskara [eu]فارسی [fa]suomi [fi]français [fr]Gàidhlig [gd]עברית [he]मानक हिन्दी [hi]hrvatski [hr]Magyar [hu]Հայերեն լեզու [hy]Bahasa Indonesia [id]íslenska [is] (*)italiano (Italy) [it]日本語 [ja]ಕನ್ನಡ [kn_IN]한국어 [ko]Latin [la]1337 [leet]LOL [lol]lietuvių kalba [lt]latviešu valoda [lv]Nederlands [nl]Nynorsk [nn]Norsk [no]Arrrrrrrr! [pir]polski [pl]português [pt] (*)português [pt-pt]português brasileiro [pt_BR]română [ro]русский [ru]slovenčina [sk]slovenščina [sl]српски језик [sr]Srpski [sr-la]Svenska [sv]தமிழ் [ta]ภาษาไทย [th]Türkçe [tr]українська мова [uk]Tiếng Việt [vi]中文 [zh] (*) incomplete volunteer to translate π Rendered by PID 23824 on app-79 at 2014-10-07 21:39:17.360444+00:00 running ba6f5e0 country code: US.)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "#FunFriday Fact: #BC has the highest small business employment in Canada. October is Small Business Month! Check out: http://t.co/20bcLmlvFP" @bcliberals - 03:55pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=21166&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 7, May/June 2010  Bargaining 2011: Charting a new course By Jody Polukoshko and Tara Ehrcke Desperate for a discretionary day? You must teach in Victoria. Getting sick from mouldy teacherages? Sounds like Vancouver Island West. Still doing lunchtime supervision? Welcome to Vancouver Secondary. After almost two decades of a broken bargaining system, teachers are preparing to chart a new course. Last year, the Annual General Meeting and the Representative Assembly decided to pursue a new bargaining strategy. Local after local spoke out about the failure of provincial bargaining to address local issues. Stale language, a broken midcontract modification process, provincial interference (in the form of both legislated contracts and the incessant interference of BCPSEA in local matters) has meant that our experience with provincial bargaining has had limited benefits for many of our members. Each of our locals has a unique demographic profile and specific issues that need to be dealt with. Some examples are the need to address housing conditions for rural teachers, professional development funds and processes, summer school provisions, and post-and-fill language. Each of these issues is a priority for the locals that are affected, but those locals have not found the provincial bargaining model responsive to such issues. As a result, an Ad-hoc Committee on Bargaining Structures was struck and made a series of recommendations to work toward changing our model of bargaining Three primary issues guided the committee: bringing a greater number of bargaining issues back to the local table. Currently, our ability in locals to bargain many issues directly with our local employer is limited. providing funding that locals may use to bargain improvements on issues that their membership determines are most important. bringing class-size and composition issues back to our collective agreements, and away from legislation that does not reflect our experiences in the classroom. Split of issues In the past 16 years, since many of our local bargaining rights were removed by legislation, there have been both local and provincial bargaining tables, often at the same time, but the local tables were severely limited by the Public Education Labour Relations Act legislation in 1994. The split of issues that are allowed to be discussed at each table was negotiated at that time by the BCPSEA (the provincial bargaining agent for all school districts) and the BCTF with all cost items (and several non-cost items like harassment and evaluation) being removed from locals and given to the provincial table. This agreement is no longer satisfactory, so the Federation will first seek a renegotiation of the “split of issues.” This is a high priority because the outcome will provide us with the information necessary to make good decisions as members of our locals, as well as provincially, when it comes to setting objectives. Class size and composition Our local collective agreements once had significant language on workload. Many locals bargained limits on class size and composition, with reductions in maximums for split grades, classes with Kindergarten in them, and for numbers of students with special needs. Many locals had specific language around inclusion, and ratios for specialist teachers. In 2002, that language, which was hard-fought and won, was stripped unilaterally from our collective agreements through legislation introduced by the provincial Liberal government. A few years later, Bill 33 arrived, which does not address the needs of teachers or students in any meaningful way, and does little to address violations of this law. Bill 33 is, however, a great example of what happens when non-educators determine what is best for education! Years later, we are still addressing this law’s inadequacy through the grievance process. We believe that it is our right to bargain workload. The new bargaining structure seeks as a priority, the ability to bring class size and composition back to the bargaining table. It empowers the BCTF full-time table officers to meet with government to seek this improvement. Class size and composition is an issue that is of the utmost importance to our members and to our students, and is placed at the start of our negotiation process. Funding and support The third component of this new model is to bargain an “envelope” of money to be fairly distributed among BC locals. This funding envelope will provide resources for districts and locals to negotiate monetary items. It will support any improvements we negotiate based on our locals’ unique needs. On the ground What will this mean for teachers? Many of us have never lived through local negotiating. Many of us don’t remember the class-size and composition language that used to be part of our collective agreement. Over the last two decades, our engagement with the bargaining process has diminished as there were fewer and fewer opportunities for teachers to have an effect on improving our rights. Much of the hard work will be done before our local or provincial tables even open—the negotiations that the BCTF is already engaged in with government and BCPSEA to change the structures will require a united membership. Member involvement will be of the utmost importance in this upcoming year. In the past, when bargaining, we have taken action, rallied, raised public support, and we have worked together to advance objectives. This time, the need for solidarity will be of equal importance, but will also need to be mobilized in response to changing the way we bargain. Opportunities for input As this is a new approach, it will require new processes. As the BCTF Executive Committee seeks changes to the way we bargain, and to reverse some of the profoundly destructive legislation that has limited our bargaining rights, it is essential that we, as members, keep informed about progress. In May and June, and in the early fall, there will be activity in your local as you set your objectives, appoint your bargaining teams, and make budgetary decisions to support bargaining in your local. Your local would be doing these things regardless of what bargaining structure we have. Assessing members’ needs and priorities, as well as their commitment to attain those needs and priorities, is all part of what we do in locals—whether those needs and priorities end up being dealt with at the provincial or the local table. Provincially, your locally elected officers as well as your local representatives to the BCTF will be participating in several meetings in the next year. These include the Bargaining Conference in October 2010, bargaining training in November, and one or more special representative assemblies to update and discuss progress at each table, and to make decisions based on that progress. Bargaining preparation will also be a focus of the upcoming Summer Conference. The new structure itself is adaptive and responsive—timelines are longer, there are more opportunities for member feedback, and it is an attempt to build provincial support for local bargaining without simultaneously fettering local autonomy. Our collective agreements are unique and reflect the unique characteristics of our locals. However, we remain a provincial body that always seeks to support and advance the needs of public education. We believe that this new structure respects both of these roles of teachers, and will strengthen our membership in new ways. Jody Polukoshko is vice-president and grievance officer, VESTA and Tara Ehrcke is contract chair, Greater Victoria Teachers’ Association. AGM bargaining survey responses Nicole Davie, Cariboo Chilcotin: What would you like to achieve in the next round of bargaining? Improved teaching and learning conditions Increased pay and benefits Most important issues for you? pay increaseóteaching is a stressful job that is below scale in BC when compared to other provinces and professions better learning conditionsóI teach art and although my school is very supportive of the program, we still have too many students in a windowless room with not enough money to give a holistic, rich experience. Our government needs to FUND education properly. Robb Stevenson, Boundary: What would you like to achieve in the next round of bargaining? The next round of bargaining must achieve a restoration of stripped class-size and composition language, development of a comprehensive benefits package, cost of living wage increases, and pressure the employer to take action on pertinent TTOC issues. Most important issues for you? The collective agreement is a powerful tool in our fight against the privatization of public education by the BC Liberals. We must demand complete and full funding restoration of education to guarantee improvements in the learning conditions of our students, the working conditions of our teachers, and support for our new teachers and TTOCs. Natasha Tattersall, Burnaby: What would you like to achieve in the next round of bargaining? return to local bargaining improved benefits improved class size and composition lower counsellor/student ratios defined teacher/student ratios for non-enrolling teachers. Most important issues for you? return to local bargaining improved class size and composition improved benefits.)
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(20141008,thetyee.ca,http://thetyee.ca/Opinion/2014/09/09/Bootstrapper-Bias/,'Bootstrapper' Bias May Blind Clark's Team to Teachers' Case | The Tyee About Advertise Follow Support RSS Topic Aboriginal Affairs BC Election 2013 BC Politics Education Energy Environment Federal Politics Film Food Gender + Sexuality Health Housing Labour + Industry Local Economy Media Municipal Politics Music Photo Essays Podcasts Politics Rights + Justice Science + Tech Transportation Travel Urban Planning + Architecture News Culture Opinion National MediaCheck Solutions Join Craving crack civic election coverage? Help fund it... Opinion 'Bootstrapper' Bias May Blind Clark's Team to Teachers' Case The two cultures of BC education politics, explained. By Crawford Kilian, 9 Sep 2014, TheTyee.ca   Tweet Neither Education Minister Peter Fassbender (left) nor Premier Christy Clark gained post-secondary degrees, but neither likely feels it limited their career opportunities. Flipping pancakes at a Surrey photo-op. Photo: BC Government. Time For a Lesson in BC's Education Feuds Tension between teachers and government isn't new: it took a half-century for all to learn their roles. First of two. BC's Education Feuds: The Last 30 Years Three decades of slashed funding and 'disrespect' means no recess for teacher-government dissent. Last of two. Can't Call Canada's Conservatives Overeducated High in the ruling party there's no abundance of higher ed credentials. Does it matter? Read more: Education, BC Politics, Ingrained in North American culture is the belief that education is the key to personal and national advancement and success. We estimate our economic success in part by the proportion of our people with advanced degrees. Our children go into debt just to obtain a degree, though it's increasingly become a lottery ticket rather than a passport to guaranteed work. When a truth is universally acknowledged, it's time to question it, especially when contrary evidence is staring us in the face. We continue to be scandalized by the percentage of high school students who don't graduate, and the post-secondary students who fail to acquire at least a B.A. Their prospects for success seem fatally diminished, especially to those of us who have graduated and found work. But we are just one of two political cultures, and the other one is flourishing across Canada and within B.C. Opposed to the culture of education is the culture of self-made people who have pulled themselves up by their own proverbial bootstraps. Whether thanks to individual talent, luck, or good demographic timing, they have built formidable careers without as much formal schooling as we think necessary. Bootstrap culture is by far the older of the two. In living memory, high school was as high as anyone needed to go, and plenty of good jobs were available for those with much less than Grade 12. Post-secondary was for a tiny handful of wealthy or talented young people. Here in B.C., we tended to import our professionals from the U.K. and U.S.; it was cheaper than educating our own. That began to change with the Second World War, when the armed forces had to train vast numbers of officers and technicians, and accelerated in the 1950s with the demands of the Cold War. B.C. communities put pressure on the old Coalition government of the 1940s, seeking local access to post-secondary opportunities. But it wasn't until W.A.C. Bennett's Socreds had been in power for over a decade that they began building a real community-college system. In fairness, the Socreds had had their hands full in the 1950s building enough elementary schools for the first baby boomers; those boomers grew up expecting far more opportunities and social mobility than their parents ever had. So the system expanded rapidly. Biting the hands that fed them Yet the Socreds held power for 20 years in large part because they themselves were part of the bootstrap culture -- small-business owners, loggers and farmers. They weren't sure they liked the new culture they were nurturing; Bennett built Simon Fraser University, and ungrateful students tried to turn it into a radical stronghold. The smart young teachers and professors of the 1960s and '70s bit the hands that fed them, even questioning the economic development the system was supposed to encourage. Almost by default, the opposition NDP became the haven for the education culture, where it formed an uneasy coalition with the unions and others radicalized by the Depression. Of course, this only intensified the bootstrap culture's distrust of education. For the Socreds and their Liberal successors, educated people were a necessary evil, and educators themselves a bunch of arrogant, woolly-minded do-gooders. So it has gone for a half-century, and the bootstrappers may have a point: In all that time, the education culture has failed to notice the continued and growing strength of the bootstrap culture. After all, if education were really the sole passport to success, the self-made people should have begun to vanish like the makers of buggy whips. Instead, they went to work after high school or a couple of years of college, and made pretty good lives for themselves. Often they founded successful businesses that hired educated people, not always for work that even needed much education. But graduates were out there in ever-increasing numbers, competing with one another for jobs. So the bootstrap culture has not just survived, but flourished, and it continues to elect most of Canada's federal, provincial and municipal governments. Hence those governments' often tense relationship with the education culture. Experience is a great teacher One reason for the tension is that bootstrappers don't always have fond memories of school. Its concerns seemed irrelevant, its attitude snobbish and self-congratulating, and they were glad to escape it. Bootstrap politicians see education spending as a cost of holding power, to be kept as low as possible and focused on subsidizing employers' training costs. The idea of education as a social good, valuable in itself, doesn't register. "Social good" is what you purchase with your own hard-earned income, if you choose to. Tough luck for the also-rans. B.C.'s present Liberal cabinet provides insights into bootstrap culture. Notably, their profiles on the government website put very little emphasis on their education backgrounds. A handful have degrees in professional fields from law to business to veterinary medicine. Some like John Rustad (Aboriginal Relations), Mary Polak (Environment), Steve Thompson (Forests), and Todd Stone (Transportation) make no mention at all of their educations. Premier Christy Clark has attended SFU, the Sorbonne, and the University of Edinburgh, but attained no degree. Deputy minister Rich Coleman graduated from Penticton Secondary in 1971 and evidently went no further in his schooling. Education Minister Peter Fassbender graduated from Surrey's Queen Elizabeth Secondary, also in 1971, and attended the National Broadcasting School in Vancouver without receiving a certificate. By far the best-educated person in the cabinet is Andrew Wilkinson: a Rhodes Scholar with both an M.D. and an LL.B. to his credit. You would think he might make a more knowledgeable minister of advanced education than Amrik Virk (B.A. in economics, SFU), but Wilkinson maintains a low profile as minister of technology, innovation, and citizens' services. Formidable values This is not to dismiss the cabinet as ignoramuses. On the contrary, their own successes are strong evidence for the effectiveness of bootstrap values: hard work, ambition, good social and communication skills, and critical thinking (first applied to their own schools). As well, a key goal of education is to enable independence and control over one's own life. Bootstrappers tend to reach that goal earlier, and more power to them for it. If bootstrappers regard the education culture as self-absorbed and self-indulgent, they often have good reason to. Those who flourish in school pay little notice to those who don't. And the education culture does tend to be self-righteously certain of its own merit. Still, the bootstrappers may live too much in the moment, forgetting the past and ignoring the future until it arrives as an unwelcome surprise. Bootstrappers value smart thinking; education values wisdom. The education culture reflects on the failures of the past, and frets about an increasingly ominous future. The bootstrap culture, inherently optimistic, couldn't care less about either. Both cultures very much need to talk to one another, and not just over a bargaining table. The educated culture needs the wisdom to recognize that a degree is not an automatic sign of personal superiority, and the bootstrap culture needs to be smart enough to think beyond the next election and to realize that individual success is meaningless in a failed society. Read more: Education, BC Politics, Crawford Kilian is a contributing editor of The Tyee.   Tweet What have we missed? What do you think? We want to know. Comment below. Keep in mind: Do: Verify facts, debunk rumours Add context and background Spot typos and logical fallacies Highlight reporting blind spots Ignore trolls Treat all with respect and curiosity Connect with each other Do not: Use sexist, classist, racist or homophobic language Libel or defame Bully or troll Troll patrol. Instead, flag suspect activity. Please enable JavaScript to view the comments powered by Disqus. comments powered by Disqus LNG a chance, not a windfall, says BC throne speech Postmedia could soon own almost every English newspaper in Canada. What could possibly go wrong? VIEW: Voting for your principles is 'strategic voting' Petition opposes BC's 'potential muzzling' of non-profits More troubles for BC's big LNG plans Tirade at Tyee by immigration minister's top aide analyzed tweet by tweet Government slow to respond to FOIs? No need to tell Bob Mackin Converting ferries to LNG will save money, reduce fares: CEO See more » Tyee Video Picks Submitted by Tyee staff, Today Last chance to see 'The Vancouver Asahi' baseball story at VIFF. Where do these videos come from? From you. Suggest one here! Most Popular Can 'Cuisine' Make a Better School Lunch? Don't Give Postmedia More Local Monopolies What I Saw with a German Tour of the Oilsands Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign First Nations 'Front and Centre Now': Pierre Christy Clark's No Pro at LNG Poker For Kids, the Meal Is the Message How Much Do You Trust Canada's Wireless Giants? Most Emailed Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign For Kids, the Meal Is the Message Understanding Harper's Evangelical Mission Who'd Be a School Trustee in 2014? Why New Euro-Canada Treaty Is a Gift to Oil Firms BC Filmmaking Duo Passes the Acid Test We Must Heed Naomi Klein's Call China Deal Trumps Province, First Nations on Energy Projects: Treaty Expert Fired Researcher Who Killed Self Was Evaluating Drug Backed by Clark Climate Warriors Must Forge Stronger Alliances, Now Reported Elsewhere Postmedia could soon own almost every English newspaper in Canada (via DeSmog) Petronas CEO warns of 15-year delay to BC LNG project (via G&M) BC government apologizes for firing worker who later killed himself (via the Victoria Times-Colonist) From Tibet to Taiwan, China's outer regions watch Hong Kong protests intently (via the New York Times) It's a shame Jean-Claude Duvalier died a free man, says ex-UN prosecutor (via CBC News) Vancouver's cabbies take aim at Uber (via The Province) Keurig's coffee supremacy challenged by Canadian firm (via Yahoo! News) North and South Korea 'agree to talks' (via BBC News) See more » Your BC: The Tyee's Photo Pool Join The Tyee's Flickr group » View previous selections » Most Commented What I Saw with a German Tour of the Oil Sands (132 comments) Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign (76 comments) 'The Environment Is the Economy': MP Weston (106 comments) Fired Researcher Who Killed Self Was Evaluating Drug Backed by Clark (57 comments) Climate Warriors Must Forge Stronger Alliances, Now (53 comments) ISIS Threat: Let's Refuse to be Scared (79 comments) We Must Heed Naomi Klein's Call (309 comments) Christy Clark's No Pro at LNG Poker (38 comments) Six Steps to Protect Canadians from Flaws in China Trade Deal (128 comments) How Labour Unions Make Us Healthier (31 comments) About The Tyee National Pool Contributors Advertise Contact Funding Jobs Master Classes Privacy Policy Submissions Support The Tyee News Culture Opinion National Mediacheck Solutions Video Publications Tyee News Weekly Archives The Hook Other BC Blogs Reported Elsewhere Steve Burgess Murray Dobbin Michael Geist Crawford Kilian Rafe Mair Andrew Nikiforuk Shannon Rupp Bill Tieleman Dorothy Woodend Follow The Tyee Subscribe by email Subscribe by RSS Tyee Mobile App Managed Hosting by Gossamer Threads × Share article via email Send this article to: Your email address: Your message: Would you like to receive The Tyee's headlines free by email? Yes, every day. Yes, once a week. I already subscribe. No, thanks. Submit Show form again » Close)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=20592,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > March 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 5, March 2010  BCTF Peru brigade August 2008 and 2009 Over the last two summers, seven BC teachers have traveled to Peru, and in co-operation with SUTEP, Peru’s national teachers’ union, have given English-language methodology workshops to Peruvian teachers. Here are reflections on that experience from three of the teachers. Julia MacRae, Surrey, English teacher and team leader What does it mean for regular BC teachers to give workshops in Peru to regular Peruvian teachers? It means solidarity in action. When we use a few of our union dollars to pay for quality professional development for teachers facing some of the most concerted attacks on their professionalism in the Americas, it means those teachers receive a vital lifeline of moral and pedagogical support. It also is a strong experience of modeling what we consider to be effective and appropriate professional development: teacher-to-teacher sharing. All too often, the Peruvian teachers receive professional development from experts, such as representatives of textbook companies or universities, rather than from other teachers. SUTEP, Peru’s national teachers’ union, is also all too often struggling to respond to more basic concerns of teachers, such as pitifully low salaries and difficult working conditions to be able to offer quality professional development. For the Canadian participants, we benefit from the opportunity to have a fascinating travel experience, far different from the typical tourist experience, as well as very valuable personal professional development. It is challenging to develop, tweak, and deliver a workshop in a different culture and surroundings. We also gain perspective on teachers’ conditions throughout the world, and are able to see first-hand the value of such solidarity action. Suzanne Aubin, Penticton Languages teacher, 2008 Pilot project They hang on my every word. They ask me to repeat, to clarify; they excuse themselves before leaving the room, shake my hand when they arrive. They wear shirts and ties, skirts and heels. All of them intent, keen, oblivious of the fact that they are on vacation. I make those teachers—my students for a week—smile, even laugh. I must be dreaming. I am in a classroom in Lima, Peru, in a convent school of blue painted tiles overlooking the ocean, eight-foot waves crashing against the shore far below. My students are teachers of English, sharing the universal reality of teaching teenagers, struggling with classes of 45 or more, one hour of instruction per week, the absence of TTOCs and hellish transportation to work. They love the hands-on workshops, a novelty to a theory-dominated educational system, and eagerly jot down the structures of what has become standards of language classes in our country: brain-storming, think-pair-share, inside/outside circles, games, cultural activities. They are uplifted, made aware of some light at the end of this tunnel, some reprieve from the monotony of their classes, the apathy of their students, their own sense of isolation. We stress the point that they have each other, that they need to build a network once we have left, that they can exchange and reduce the vacuum they see themselves in. They are even talking about participating in an effort to bring us back. In a country where the government openly criticizes teachers and undermines the public school system in order to privatize, the self-esteem of teachers is fragile and responds avidly to any encouragement. After one week of exchange and instruction, they do not want us to leave. We exchange e-mails and they promise to let us know when they try their new tools in their classes and share the results with us. At the closing ceremony, we smile and cry all at once, aware of how tenuous the hope, how formidable the odds. Five days later, on our way to the airport, a last e-mail check reveals an invitation to register in the newly formed “Network of English Teachers in Peru,” with many of the participants already signed in. We could not have had a better closing to this new venture. Laura Barker, Surrey, Adult educator, 2009 team Now that I’m home in the rain and the cold winter weather of Vancouver, what do I remember most about teaching in Peru this summer? I remember the reports we heard in the news before we left about the violence and protests that had been intensifying in Peru. For months, indigenous groups in Peru had staged demonstrations against a series of legislative decrees that threatened their ancestral lands. Concerned about oil and logging development in the Amazon—as well as other neo-liberal policies—people across the country held marches, went on strike, and caused traffic chaos to register their discontent with the government’s policies. Thousands protested and dozens were killed in clashes between police and citizens. I was interested to learn that, along with other trade unions in the country, Peru’s teacher union, SUTEP, was in the forefront of the protests in Peru. Through an inspiring show of solidarity, protesters forced the government to repeal some of its pro-corporate decrees, just a week before we were to arrive. I remember the warmth and enthusiasm from the Peruvian teachers, who often work two jobs to support their families on their meagre teacher’s salary. Despite these challenges, they made long journeys on public transportation to attend our English pedagogy workshops, happy for the rare opportunity to participate in professional development and to make personal connections with Canadian teachers. I remember the first of many participants who thanked me and kissed both cheeks at the end of each session. Many of the teachers wanted multiple photos taken with us at the end of the course. Though we were only there for a week, they secretly organized a lovely closing ceremony in which they sang, danced, performed skits, and offered us traditional gifts and snacks. I also remember arriving at our second location, Piura, in the north. Lorenzo, our SUTEP host there, was on his cell phone constantly, setting up media interviews for us, and juggling his work and union duties. As he walked with us down the main road downtown, giving us a brief tour, he handed out leaflets advertising our workshops to teachers he met in the street. A few days later, in the middle of an excursion he took us to the artisan community of Catacaos. A man rode up to us on his bicycle—he was a reporter, who promptly unstrapped a tape recorder from across his chest and there in the middle of the street interviewed Lorenzo and our team leader Julia. And finally, I remember preparing for my workshop on assessment strategies in language learning classrooms. There’s nothing like having to distill down the essence of your practice into a workshop of a few short hours to make you really articulate the nuggets of what you believe. Once we got to Lima and better understood the needs and the level of the workshop participants, I tweaked the content just a bit. But when we got to the second location in Piura, a more drastic overhaul was necessary to meet the needs of the teachers there. After our first day, we frantically chopped and adjusted our workshops as we had been met with many blank stares in the first session. Turns out my “nuggets” could be distilled even further! Preparing and facilitating a workshop is the best professional development I can think of. And presenting in front of one’s peers is an excellent way to keep honest about what works and make you reflect on your practice. I have many more memories of teaching in Peru this summer—along with thousands of photos—but I am most grateful for the opportunity to work with Canadian and Peruvian colleagues and to be reminded of the importance of union development and solidarity in a developing country. Summer 2010 applications The Peru Project will take place again in the summer of 2010, late-July to mid-August. To find out more, go to “The Peru Project” at bctf.ca/socialjustice.aspx?id=19096; an application is also available here. The application deadline is March 19, 2010. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8866,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, Number 4, March 2004 AGM 2004Candidate statements for Executive Committee positions FOR PRESIDENT Jan Eastman We are a union whose members belong to the proud profession of teaching. How we represent ourselves is vital to our success. We can regain our role as the rightful voice of teachers, a credible authoritative voice, welcomed and believed. We can create member confidence and attract new members to activism. This Federation too often seems remote to members. Instead, we can achieve our goals by representing teachers professionally, being politically and financially accountable to members, building relationships with like-minded unions and education partners, especially the Ministry, and developing intelligent strategic plans. Most immediately, we must ensure that the College is a self-regulating professional body and that the current standards do not gain the status of bylaws. Members want professional support that meets teachers’ diverse needs and helps us find joy in teaching. We must halt the insidious takeover of teaching by a narrow definition of education, and provide real support to teachers. Growing demands on locals require commensurate support. The sensitive balance between resources and support must be met respectfully, with real leadership. I bring more than 30 years of activism, local, provincial, national, international leadership experience. I believe in teachers and the job we do. I want members to say with pride, "That’s my Federation working for me." EXPERIENCE: International: Education International Executive Board, and chair of Status of Women Committee (3 yrs). National:Canadian Teachers’ Federation President (2); President Designate (1); Vice-president (1); Board of Directors (10); CTF Trust Fund (2); AGM delegate (10). CTF National issues Cttee (4), Education development (2); Economic services (1). Provincial: BCTF 2nd Vice President (2); Executive Committee (8.5). BCTF EC rep to: Prov. Barg. Ctte (1); TF on Barg Structures & related matters; BCTF/CUPE TF on roles & resp. of teachers & teacher assistants; Negotiating team with admin union. Prov committees: Teacher personnel (6); Prof relations advisors’ ctte (mediation); Political action TF; Speaking to teachers-verbal skills; Prog for Quality Teaching; Labour liaison ctte; Charter challenge plaintiff; International solidarity. BCTF Administrative Staff (4) (PD-3, Field Service-1) Local: Delta TA-currently 1st VP & Barg chair; President (3); VP (3). Executive: Kitimat (4) Langley (4). Local cttee: Political action, bulletin, advocacy, status of women, Sign-up/certification co-ordinator, bargaining, PD, community action, teacher evaluation, liaison CUPE 1091, Violence-free Schools, advocacy for Public Education, communications.. AGM delegate 25+ yrs. Teaching: Secondary Learning disabilities, Learning Assistance, English, Social Studies, English Second Language Grades 8-12, SFU faculty associate-PDP (2), Teaching assistant SFU. Education: B.A., Diploma of Education; M.A. (Educ.) Jinny Sims The commitment and strength shown by members in the College strategy must continue in our defence of public education and our social safety net. Solidarity and strength can defeat this government’s agenda. I will continue strong leadership, one that is based on membership involvement and co-ordinated strategic action. We must fight for our bargaining rights, intrinsically linked to teaching and learning conditions. We are a union of professionals that will not be silenced. We will be advocates for our profession and our students. This is fundamental to our work, our goals, and our beliefs. We will continue to work with our allies to focus on the devastating impact of education underfunding. We are not alone. We are making a difference. We will work with others to address the social issues that affect the children in our classrooms, and help rebuild healthy communities. I will draw on my strong background in bargaining, pro-d, social justice, and political campaigns to advocate for our members and students. I look forward to the next year as we continue to build allies, work within the B.C. Federation of Labour, with parents, students, and others who care about a strong and stable public education system and a just society. I ask for your continued support. EXPERIENCE: Provincial: BCTF 1st Vice-president (2 yr.), BCTF 2nd Vice-Ppresident (2), BCTF Executive member-at-large (1), CTF alternate (2), CTF delegate (3), CTF director (2), BCFed Education Committee (1), Ministry for Children & Families (3), Coalition for Public Education (3), Rehab Expansion (3), CUPE Liaison (2), Social Justice (3), PDAC (3), PSA/PSAC (3), Health & Safety (3), Income Security (3), Finance Cttee., Pensions, Summer conference workshop presenter/facilitator, Advisory council of local presidents, pension plan training, Bargaining training; AGM delegate (12), LR (5), Bargaining council rep (2). Local: Nanaimo President (3), 1st VP (2);, Bargaining ctte. & neg. team (7), Grievance ctte. (6); S/W member & chair (3), ProD ctte. (2), Program Against Racism (2), Staff rep (10), Staff committee chair (5), member (15), Malaspina College partnership ctte. (2), EAC advisory board (4), Co-ordinator for multicultural curriculum (3), Facilitator for conflict resolution, Teaching: 24 yrs., English, social studies, counsellor. Education: B.Ed, UVic & Manchester, UK. FOR FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT Irene Lanzinger At the heart of our work as teachers is the knowledge that public education is the foundation of a democratic society. One of the greatest threats to public education is the failure of governments to provide the funding necessary to meet the needs of students. We must continue our vigorous political action campaign to pressure the government on the issue of funding. We strengthen public education through our work in professional development, collective bargaining and social justice. Through professional development we improve teaching practice and learn how to better meet the needs of students. Teacher collective bargaining has helped meet the economic and professional needs of teachers and gain resources to improve teaching and learning conditions. Social justice activism helps to build a compassionate and just society. We have had some success in the municipal elections, in the College of Teachers strategy and in the legal challenge to the stripping of our collective agreement. That success has been based on listening to each other, communicating clearly and having faith in the strength of our members. I would be proud to continue to work with members in our struggle for a strong and stable public education system. EXPERIENCE: Provincial: BCTF 2nd Vice-president (2 yr.), Co-chief Negotiator Bargaining Team (2000-02), Advisory council of local presidents (3), AGM delegate (8), Summer conference (6), Job action planning ctte., LR (1), (alternate) (5). Local: President (3), Vice-president (2), Member-at-large (2), Staff rep (2), Bargaining Ctte. (2), Status of Women (2). Teaching: Secondary (8 yrs.), Elementary (4). Education: B.Sc. (UBC), Teacher Training (UBC), M.Sc (SFU) FOR SECOND VICE-PRESIDENT Susan Lambert The past year was tumultuous for teachers in B.C. The attacks on our profession and the deliberate attempt to undermine our credibility gave us the opportunity to assert our professional autonomy and collective voice. We debated issues of central concern to our profession and we have emerged the stronger for it. Our integrity has seen us through. And so has our strategy. I believe the strengths of our College strategy are its transparency, the degree of membership involvement, the nature of the lever we exerted, and our resolve. We have been careful throughout to share all the information including the risks involved. We held school visits, local and provincial meetings at each critical stage. Members directed the plan from the start. The decision to withhold our College fees was strategic, powerful, and practical. We understood the seriousness of the assault on our profession and we stood our ground. We need to replicate these strengths in whatever we do as a union. I will always work for open processes that inform and involve members in meaningful decision-making. I am proud to be a teacher and a member of the BCTF and I will do my best to defend our profession and strengthen our collective voice. EXPERIENCE: Provincial: BCTF Executive member-at-large (1 yr.); AGM delegate (20 yrs), Trainer/ facilitator in Namibia (8 sessions) and South Africa (1 session), Staff Rep Trainer (5 yrs), WOW facilitator, Summer Conference Participant and workshop presenter, BCTF OSD/PD Administrative Staff (4 yrs), Federation Appeals Board (2 yrs). Local: (Prince Rupert): Staff Rep (4 yrs), S/W Committee (1 yr), Program Against Racism Chair (2 yrs), Bargaining Committee (1 yr); Communications Officer (2 yrs), Labour Liaison Officer (3 yrs). (Burnaby): Vice President (2 yr), LR (4 yrs), Leave of Absence Committee (2 yrs), Grade 7 Girls’ Conference (1 yr), BTA Scholarship Committee (2 yr), Job Action Committee (1 yr). Teaching: 23 years–intermediate teacher, teacher-librarian, learning assistance, gifted education, special needs resource. Education: Honors English BA (SFU), PDP (SFU), Teacher-Librarian Diploma (UBC). Kathleen Thomson In the government’s drive to turn education into a saleable commodity, it is teachers who have forfeited the most. Our collective losses are formidable: eradicated jobs; dismantled contractual and bargaining rights; and curtailed professional freedom instituted by a College dedicated to increased teacher surveillance and discipline. Our federation—itself the target of government malice—has multiple responsibilities in its fight to restore funding and stability to public education. It must continue devising successful political strategies and pro-active alliances with parents and citizens. Teachers’ increased efforts to elect a government ruled by compassion rather than corporate ideals are critical and must be supported. Political aims, though, must be counter-balanced by greater attention to teachers’ immediate professional needs. Indifference to the union’s purpose is real for many members. To counter this alienation, the BCTF must provide tangible improvements to teachers’ working conditions by bargaining strategically, increasing support to large locals, and strengthening influence over the new Education Minister and partner groups whose aims are antithetical to ours. On my office wall a sign reads: "Never, never give up." If elected, I will dedicate my intelligence and foresight to serve teachers, and will never give up until B.C. teachers’ rights are again honoured. EXPERIENCE: Provincial: BCTF Executive member-at-large (4 yrs.), CTF delegate (4), Staff pension plan advisory committee (2), Negotiations training, bargaining conference (2), Summer conference delegate and workshop presenter (7), Chair Metro West zone council (1), AGM delegate (10). Local: President (7), Vice-president (1), Grievance panel (2), Staff Rep (5), Negotiations, job action, advocacy committees, etc. Community: Co-chair, Municipal planning/environment committees, SFU senate (2). Teaching: Secondary English, German, French (11), SFU TA (2). Education: BA, PDP (SFU). PhD courses and comprehensives. FOR MEMBER-AT-LARGE Milan Boljuncic "To foster and promote the cause of education, to raise the status of the teaching profession, and to promote the welfare of teachers in BC." – the original objectives of the BCTF have not changed significantly since the first AGM in Vancouver 87 years ago. What are also consistent are the oppressive governments who preach the virtue of education but deceive the public and teachers with "fiscal responsibility." Can we really equate children with products of a market economy? Today’s teachers continue to take pride in educating children, both in the classroom and through extra-curricular activities. I believe that in order for the BCTF to remain relevant to activists and non-activists, we must continue to find ways for every Professional in our Union to have a voice. Our Federation needs to examine the values of both experienced as well as our beginning teachers. We need to continue to advocate for a fully funded public education system as well as success for every child. I believe we need to continue to build and strengthen our ties with parents, labour, communities, and most importantly, our own teachers. As a Member-at-Large I look forward to bringing new perspectives to our provincial body that strengthen the multiple interests of our membership. EXPERIENCE: School Staff Representative (4), School Staff Chair (3), School Planning Council Representative, NVTA Executive–Member-at-Large (2), Local Representative (1), Alternate Local Representative (2) Delegate, BCTF Annual General Meeting (5), Vancouver and District Labour Council Representative, Local Bargaining Committee, District Counseling Review Committee, District Graduation Review Committee, School Health and Safety Representative, District Professional Development Committee, Joint District Multiculturalism and Anti-Racism Committee. Education: Diploma of Liberal Arts (University of Zagreb, Croatia); B.A. (SFU); B.Ed. (UBC); M Sc. (University of Oregon). Linda Burkholder These are critical times for teachers and for teaching as a profession. We have been under attack to an extent that we have never been before. It is essential that we stand together. It is important that we deal with all the changes made to the College of Teachers, not just the issue of representation. As we begin a new round of bargaining, we must be committed to the restoration of full, free collective bargaining rights. Time to teach has never been so important. Teachers are buried under a workload that is crushing. At a time when class sizes are rising and support for classroom programs has been drastically cut, administrators and the Ministry have added tons of bureaucratic garbage to teachers’ workloads. Professional autonomy is also being attacked. More and more, teachers are being told how they must teach. Finally, the future of the BCTF-What kind of organization will it be? What services will it provide? These are crucial battles that need to be fought, problems that need to be solved and questions that need to be answered. If elected Member-at-Large, I pledge my time and energy to fighting the battles, seeking solutions, and finding answers. EXPERIENCE: Provincial: Many years as a delegate to the BCTF AGM and BCTF Summer Conferences. Many years as a Staff Rep. Local: President, Local 59, Peace River South (5 yrs); Vice-President, PRSTA (5 yrs); PRSTA Bargaining Team (12 yrs); PRSTA Bargaining Chair and Chief Negotiator (7 yrs). Teaching: 32 years in British Columbia (grades K—7, and 10—12). Education: B.Sc. Ed., University of Texas @ Austin, 1971, U. of Calgary and UBC, Courses in School Librarianship, U. of Lethbridge, currently working on Masters in Educational Leadership. John Chisamore As an incumbent member of the BCTF Executive Committee and a long time teacher activist from the East Kootenays, I am putting my name forward for re-election as a Member-at-Large. The past three years of Liberal government have been difficult for teachers. We have worked hard to maintain a high standard of education in this province. The BCTF has initiated strategies to counteract the attack on our professionalism and our working conditions. Our strategies included direct membership involvement both at the provincial and local levels. We have recently seen our strategies bear fruit in important wins, both in the courts, and in the recent announced change in the government’s position regarding the B.C. College of Teachers. Over the next year we must continue to build coalitions with others who support a quality public education system in BC. We must use our resources wisely in order to affect the changes we want politically and at the bargaining table. Together, we can make a difference! Membership involvement keeps us committed and focused on our long term goals. At the 2004 AGM I seek your continued support to be a member of an Executive Committee that is receptive to membership concerns, and proactive in defending our important role in public education. EXPERIENCE: Provincial: BCTF EC Member-at-Large (3 yrs); CTF AGM delegate (3 yrs); CTF Director & Finance Committee (1 yr); LR (14 yrs); AGM delegate (20 yrs); Bargaining Council/Bargaining Committee (1 round); Income Security Committee (6 yrs); ACLP (4 yrs); Zone: East Kootenay President (4 yrs); East Kootenay Vice President (3 yrs); East Kootenay Sec-Treas (3 yrs); Kootenay Zone Chairperson (1 yr). Local: President (12 yrs: 1981—82, 1983—85, 1995-2004); Bargaining Committee (19 yrs); Negotiating Team (3 rounds); Grievance Committee (16 yrs); Information Technology Steering Committee (6 yrs); Teaching: Physics/Science/Computer Science/Math (23 yrs BC); Science/Math (2 yrs ON); Education: B.Sc., B.Ed. Ieke Giese This has been a challenging years for ALL teachers in B.C. Our classes are bigger, support for our students is being dismantled, and schools continue to be closed. Despite this, we need to celebrate. Our voices are strong and united, and some positive changes were made to the College. Because of teacher action, some of the stripped parts of our collective agreements have been returned. However, the fight is not yet over. Now is the time for all members to become even more active in our Federation. With a new Minister of Education, we need to ensure that our united voice regarding the underfunding of public education is heard. We must determine and control our own professional development as the true professionals that we are. We must maintain our professional autonomy. We must remain active in our role as a social justice union. We deal with social justice issues from the classroom to the international level. We must recommit, as devastating changes to our social safety net are enacted. Everyone will be affected by these changes. I look forward to having the opportunity to work with BCTF members on these critical issues as we stand together and change the world. EXPERIENCE: Local: delegate to the BCTF (15 years), President of the North Vancouver Substitute Teachers’ Association (3 years), chief staff rep (16 years), Bargaining Chair (1 year), member of Bargaining Committee (9 years), Status of Women Chair (5 years), Member-at-Large (3 years), Secretary (1 year) BCTF: table officer of the Provincial Association of Substitute Teachers (2 years), Social Justice Advisory Committee (3 years), co-chair (1 year), chair (1 year), local association representative to the BCTF RA (2 years), Staff Union Rep Trainer (4 years), Parent Presentations facilitator (4 years); Teaching: teacher-on-call (3 years), Kindergarten to Grade 7 (13 years) presently teacher-librarian (3 years) Jim Iker Our strength and passion comes from the work we do each day in the classroom, in the Local and in the Federation. Continued membership involvement, and support for all locals is critical to a stronger BCTF. We need to support members’ needs in the classroom and defend our professional autonomy. I believe in strong leadership that promotes democratic processes, seeks and listens to member input, and provides pro-active strategies and plans that help us achieve our goals and take back our profession. Through our actions and unity we have achieved some real successes such as the "quashing" of the Rice stripping, our stand for a Democratic College, the Charter for Public Education and increased public support. Together we can build on our successes and work toward restoring full and free collective bargaining. Through bargaining we need to improve learning and teaching conditions, and achieve a fair and reasonable salary increase. We must advocate for full funding for a strong and stable public education system, the rebuilding of our social safety net, and the election of a socially responsible government. I ask for your continued support to work on your behalf as Member At Large. I look forward to talking with you at the AGM about all the issues. EXPERIENCE: Provincial: Provincial Executive Member at Large (2 yrs); CTF AGM Delegate (1); Bargaining Mobilization Committee Chair (1); Provincial Bargaining Team member—1st 2 rounds of Provincial Bargaining GR/LR (12); AGM delegate (16); Local Presidents’ Advisory Committee (2) Chair (1); BCTF Interim Bargaining Structures Committee; Legislative Advisory Committee/team; Staff Rep Training; Summer Conference Participant (22). Local: President (12); Bargaining Chair (2); Chief Negotiator, Local Bargaining (all 3 rounds); Bargaining Committee; WLC Chair (2); Staff rep; District Health And Safety Committee Rep (4); EAP District Committee (10). Teaching: 21 years (full and Part time) K/2/3/ 4/6/7, Learning Assistance, Counselling, Special Ed. Education: BA—McMaster, B.Ed— Dalhousie, Various Counselling Courses—UVic. Al Klassen This is a critical time for teachers in the public education system. After numerous setbacks, teachers have finally been able to demonstrate their resolve, and use that resolve to make their concerns about public education and their role as professionals known. The BCTF will need effective leadership from every member of the Executive Committee in order to move forward with the issues that are causing so many challenges for our classroom teachers. The Federation must build stronger and more productive relationships with its members and with other stakeholders in the public education system. Teachers are knowledgeable and dedicated professionals whose input must be heard by those who effectively control and shape public education in this province. The Executive Committee needs a variety of perspectives and voices of reason. I offer my experience as the president of a mid size local, a classroom teacher and a person who takes a thoughtful, reflective and collaborative approach to problem solving. Teachers have a number of important issues to be addressed in the coming year. I am hopeful that my voice will be heard as part of the Executive Committee who will address these issues on behalf of all teachers in this province. Experience: Provincial: ACLP (3 yrs.), BCTF AGM delegate (5 yrs.). Local: President (3yrs.), Vice-President (2 yrs.), Local Bargaining Chair (2 yrs.), Health & Safety Rep (2 yrs.), Member-at-Large (2 yrs.), Staff Rep (2 yrs.). Teaching: 11 years Secondary Technology Education. Education: B. Ed UBC, trades–BCIT (PVI). Other: 17 years Journeyman Ironworker/ Welder, General Foreman, Company Superintendent. Fran Robinson My fundamental principle is based on the belief that teachers are the BCTF. Teachers are responsible for making sure the Federation speaks and acts in ways determined through our democratic processes. Teachers struggle to meet the needs of students and families who are suffering as a result of government social policy changes. The social responsibility teachers share enables us to speak out for public education and to advocate for change that makes a difference. As we enter a bargaining year, teachers are concerned. Having been both a local Bargaining Chair and President, I know first-hand what responsible collective bargaining is. We may not control this process, but we remain united. Our professional and economic concerns must be addressed so we can better focus on the needs of our students. In spite of many adversities, we have successes to show for our collective commitments and decisions. The recent court ruling in our challenge of the Rice Arbitration, our determination in the face of the government-appointed College of Teachers and success of the Joint Trusteeship Pension Plan demonstrate the collective strength of teachers. Support me, working for you, to put in force the resolutions and goals of the teachers of British Columbia. EXPERIENCE: Provincial: BCTF Local representative (3 yrs). BCTF Pension Committee and TPP Advisory Committee (5 yrs): chair (1 yr). Local: Comox District Teachers’ Association Executive (8 yrs): President (2 yrs), Past President (1 yr), Bargaining chair (2 yrs). CDTA staff rep (3 yrs); Teaching: 25 yrs at all levels. Education: Hon BA in physical and health education, MAEd with counselling major. Kelly Shields The Pattulo, the Port Mann and the Alex Fraser are three different bridges which lead to Surrey. Like these bridges, my experience serving on the BCTF Executive Committee has shown me that there are different ways to get to the same place. Working as a Staff Union Representative Trainer I have heard a variety of views from around the province. With the experience of coming from a large local, yet having the privilege of sharing with small locals, I have developed a deep respect for our diversity. One of the most important bridges that we are building is our outreach to the community, through Parent Presentations. We need to continue paving the way to solidarity and the provincial election by talking to parents, our families, friends and neighbours; building bridges to union and non-union alike. The College has presented a number of roadblocks. The Executive has been united in providing leadership and negotiating each pothole along the way. I am committed to casting my vote at the Executive based on principles and reflective of the network of roads which our members travel. I ask for your support in re-electing me as a member at large. EXPERIENCE: Provincial: Executive Committee Member at Large since November, 2003; Provincial Bargaining Team 2000-2002; Presidents’ Advisory Committee 1994-1995; Judicial Council 1995 present; Local Representative 1996 present; School Union Rep Trainer current; Parent Presentation Facilitator current; RA Agenda Planning Committee current; AGM delegate (20 yrs); BCFed Education Committee current. Local: Surrey President (3); Acting President (6 mo); 1st Vice President (1); 2nd VP (2); Grievance Officer (3—50%) (1—100%); Advocate for teachers at arbitration hearings; Grievance Committee (14); STARA Chair and co-chair (2); Staff Rep (9); WLC Committee (1); Political Action/Public Relations Committee (3). Teaching: 22 years teaching in Surrey, Primary Grades 1 and 2, Learning Assistance, Resource Room, Segregated Special Class, District Integration Support Teacher (current). Education: B. Ed in Special Education UBC,1981, Early Childhood Education Diploma Capilano College, 1975. Val Windsor As a union of professionals, the BCTF purposes are clear: to promote the cause of public education, to raise the status of the teaching profession, and to promote the welfare of teachers. We are continuing the fight to save public education, thus raising the status of the profession by advocating for our students. There is another critically important purpose we must serve. We must find a way to respond to the needs of the classroom teacher–one who may never be an activist but is no less important. The BCTF will need to make a number of difficult decisions with that teacher in mind. We must support, through bargaining strategies and processes, our members’ bargaining priorities. We must represent the professional interests of our members. We must review recommendations of the Governance Review that last year’s AGM directed be brought forward this year. Most organizations review all facets of their operations on a regular basis; especially in times of decreasing membership leading to shrinking resources and increasing costs. I believe the BCTF must continue to reach out to community and to government. The credible voice of teachers must be heard and I will continue to be an effective voice for teachers. I seek your support as a Member-at-Large. EXPERIENCE: Provincial: Local Rep (9), BCTF AGM delegate (13), Judicial Council (3), Staff Rep Trainer (2), CTF AGM delegate (4), Organizing Committee CTF AGM Vancouver (1), G.A. Fergusson Award Trustee (5). Local: President (3), 1st Vice-President (3), 2nd Vice-President (3), Secretary (3), LR (8), Bargaining Chair (3) and member (6), other committee membership: Health and Safety, Working and Learning. Teaching: 35 years in the profession, Grades 3—7. Education: BA, PBD, PDP SFU. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=15624&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2008 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 20, Number 6, April 2008  AGM 2008 Teachers from across the province—some 700 strong—flowed into Vancouver for the 2008 Annual General Meeting, held at the Hyatt Hotel from March 15 to 18. It was a rich and busy four days as delegates struggled to get through dozens of resolutions. They didn’t manage to get through them all—many were left for the next Rep Assembly—but many critical issues were dealt with and decisions made. Among the more significant: Elections Irene Lanzinger was elected president for a one-year term. Susan Lambert was elected first vice-president for a one-year term. Jim Iker was elected second vice-president for a one-year term. Michelle Davies, Fred Robertson, and Robert Tarswell were elected for two-year terms. Gail Chaddock-Costello was elected for a one-year term. Rebecca Blair, Patricia Gudlaugson, Carole Gillis, and Jill McCaffery will be completing their two-year terms. Leadership report Recommendation 1—Priorities for 2008–09 That the priorities for 2008–09 be: To improve classroom conditions in BC schools through reductions in class sizes/caseloads and increased support for inclusion and class composition that supports effective teaching and learning. To actively involve members in municipal and provincial elections and to ensure that support for public education is a vote-determining issue in the May 2009 provincial election. To enhance the work of the BCTF in professional development and to assert the professional autonomy of teachers and our primary role in all professional issues. To achieve greater equity in our schools and society through a strengthened social justice network and inclusion of a social justice lens on all of our programs and initiatives. To actively involve the membership in preparation for our next round of bargaining, including the training of new bargainers, with the intent to improve working conditions, salary and benefits, and health and welfare of teachers. Political action Recommendation 13—Provincial Election That the Federation develop a campaign leading up to the May 2009 provincial election that: publicly highlights teacher concerns about classroom conditions, professional concerns about curriculum and assessment, and social concerns about equity and inclusion. seeks to make public education a vote-determining issue in the election. ensures a high level of local and member involvement in all aspects of the election. co-ordinates BCTF efforts with those of community groups and labour. Recommendation 14—Public Education Defence Fund That $3,000,000 be transferred from the Collective Bargaining Defence Fund to the Public Education Defence Fund for the 2008–09 fiscal year to support the BCTF campaign. Aboriginal education Recommendation 2—Standardized Testing That the Federation endorse the following principles regarding the impact of the proliferation of testing on Aboriginal children. Professional statement as Aboriginal teachers: We believe the misuse and overuse of standardized testing further discriminates against Aboriginal children and reinforces negative stereotypes. We believe paper-and-pen testing does not acknowledge the gifts of our children. We believe this is a colonial tool that perpetuates negative feelings and undermines our children’s ability to learn. We believe there is a problem and more testing will not address our children’s needs. We believe our children are entitled to equal access to and appropriate support for their successful high school completion. We believe we need to focus on strategies and solutions to help Aboriginal children. Membership fee for 2008–09 Recommendation 9 That for the 2008–09 membership year, the fee for those who are members under By-law 1.1(a) shall be 1.45% (same as last year) of the actual salary of the member, allocated as follows: 1.31% to the General Operating Fund 0.06% to the Collective Bargaining Defence Fund 0.05% to the Public Education Defence Fund 0.02% to the Provincial Bargaining Fund 0.01% to the Contingency Fund except that the fee for active members who are teachers on call shall be 0.36% of the actual salary of the member allocated in the same ratio as above. Honorary life memberships Honorary Life memberships in the BCTF were conferred upon Kit Krieger (West Vancouver), Don Reader (Vancouver Elementary), and Carroll Whitwell (BCTF staff). Keynote speaker dissects the testing agenda One of the keynote speakers at the AGM was Dr. Gerald Bracey, one of America’s most determined and effective critics of an education system obsessed with standardized testing and struggling with the effects of decades of underfunding. On his website (www.america-tomorrow.com/bracey), Bracey introduces himself and his work as follows: "Welcome to the Education Disinformation Detection and Reporting Agency (EDDRA). EDDRA is dedicated to analyzing reports, dispelling rumors, rebutting lies about public education in the United States. An example of what I expect to accomplish here: On March 24, 1999, reports appeared calling the outcomes of home schooling "amazing" and "fantastic." ...the report was largely a publicity stunt by the Home School Legal Defense Association. The study was legit, but, given the demographics of those involved, it could be argued that home schoolers are underachievers. The parents taking part in the study were affluent, well-educated, and living together; 98% were two-parent families. Their kids would have done well no matter where they went to school. And all this is before factoring in the power of one-on-one tutoring." Bracey used the AGM opportunity to continue his debunking activity, looking at the frequent comparisons of US education results with those in Asian countries. His main argument: Asian students are trained to do well on tests, American students are judged on a much broader basis. As an example he quoted Tharman Shanmugaratam, the minister of education from Singapore: "We both have meritocracies. Yours is a talent meritocracy, ours an exam meritocracy. There are parts of the intellect that we are not able to test well—like creativity, a sense of adventure. Most of all, America has a culture of learning that challenges conventional wisdom, even if it means challenging authority. These are areas where Singapore must learn from America." Bracey argued that Singapore, which does so well on tests, produces very few of the world’s top-ranked scientists, engineers, or researchers. To what extent this description of US education still applies may be open to debate, but Bracey’s analysis will resonate with teachers across Canada resisting the testing and accountability agenda of right-wing provincial governments. Standarized tests, like the FSAs in BC, are an intellectually impoverished method of assessing a child’s progress not only as a student but as a critically thinking citizen engaged with the world. Bracey has made a list of qualities and characteristics not measured by tests. Personal qualities not measured by tests: Creativity, critical thinking, resilience, motivation, persistence, curiosity, question asking, endurance, reliability, enthusiasm, civic-mindedness, self-awareness, self-discipline, empathy, leadership, compassion, courage, cowardice, sense of beauty, sense of wonder, sense of humour, resourcefulness, spontaneity, playfulness, humility, arrogance. Listing these untested educational measures might just be an exercise that Education Minister Shirley Bond and BC’s school trustees could usefully engage in. Peruvian teachers’ president inspires Julia Enriquez, the women’s secretary of the Peruvian teachers’ union, SUTEP, gave an inspiring speech to the assembled BCTF delegates and her story of the determination of her colleagues to defend education was one of the AGM’s clear highlights. Put beside the struggles of Canadian teachers, the Peruvian union’s battles seem formidable. Yet, underlying both are the same neo-liberal policies of cuts to social programs, demonizing teachers, and trying to break their unions. It’s a matter of degree, not substance. The assault on teachers began with former president Alberto Fujimori (who was imprisoned in 2007 for abuse of authority). "Education was turned into a commodity..." under Fujimori, said Enriquez. Private schools proliferated, along with private teacher training institutes that were in effect "certificate factories." The result was 180,000 unemployed teachers as authorities hired the less well-trained. The current government of Peruvian President Alan Garcia brought in a law making education an "essential service." When the teachers went on a strike that was now illegal, the leaders of the union were thrown in jail for a time. The government imposed a College of Teachers on the union but when the union put up its own slate for the board and won, the government ensured the college was ineffective. The government also implemented voluntary unionism and refused to collect union dues, or pension contributions, forcing the union to sign up individual teachers (of whom there are 360,000 in Peru, with 100,000 in Lima alone). Teachers remain extremely popular in Peru and the illegal strike brought the Garcia’s popularity down by 25 percentage points. Neither side is giving up. The latest tactic by the government is to completely deregulate teaching declaring that you don’t need a certificate to teach—meaning that potentially, anyone can do the job.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=14102&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov/Dec. 1996 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 9, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 1996 Journeys of Justice Explorations in justice-making for B.C.'s schools by Peter Owens What do law camps, mock trials, fairytales, and First Nations' oral stories have in common? They are all part of an innovative approach to law-related education for B.C.'s students. B.C. is in the forefront of law-related education among the commonwealth countries and the world. Interest in this programming has come from England, Germany, Australia, New Zealand, South Africa, and the United States. The goal is to ensure that all British Columbians have access to knowledge and opportunities to understand how their justice system works. The approach is to build bridges between our justice system and B.C's diverse communities. A bridge goes both ways, and programs to educate the public must be accompanied by programs to educate justice-system personnel on the needs of B.C.'s diverse communities. The Law Courts Education Society has been bridge building for seven years. The society was created in response to government action on the Access to Justice Report of 1988. That report made one of its priorities the delivery of education programs for schools and the public, to increase public access to our justice system. Today, the society has a core of seven full-time and four part-time staff working out of the Prince George, Kamloops, Surrey, Kelowna, and Vancouver courthouses to provide programs for most communities in the province. An experiential approach to learning is at the heart of the society's work. All programs have a common core: developing the educational resources needed to educate students, clients, and community members about the operation of the justice system. providing opportunities for students and the public to courtwatch by visiting the courts and seeing them in action. organizing educational sessions with judges, lawyers, court clerks, and sheriffs so that people understand the human dimension of our justice system. arranging mock trials and other simulations so that participants learn about justice-system procedures and experience first-hand how our system works. Working with schools Every school day from mid-September until late June, a dozen school classes visit courthouses throughout B.C. Law 12, Socials 11, and intermediate students come to the courts to watch trials, meet with judges, and conduct mock trials. Last year, the society organized educational visits to the courts for close to 2,000 groups, more than 45,000 British Columbians. Groups visit for a morning or a full day. They receive an orientation on the court system as well as background information on the court list of current trials. They then visit several criminal and civil trials to hear lawyers argue a case for or against an accused person or plaintiff. A murder or personal-injury case may take several weeks, so a one-day visit is but a glimpse into the complexity of the trial. Other cases, such as those in provincial court (theft under $1,000, break and enter) are relatively short. The students may hear opening arguments, witness direct and cross examination, and hear closing arguments in the space of two hours. The drama is real. The seriousness of the matter before the courts is not lost on the students. A day in the courts is always a lesson in real life and the personal consequences of antisocial behaviour or human conflict. Many groups also have an opportunity to meet with a judge or with other justice-system personnel. Last year, 500 judges gave up their lunch time to speak to students and answer their questions. Another 600 sheriffs, court clerks, defence lawyers, and crown prosecutors shared their working experiences with students. For others, a day at the courts means the chance to dress up in court robes and conduct a mock trial. Last year, 400 mock trials of Grade 6, Grade 7, and Law 12 students occurred in courtrooms throughout British Columbia. Many of these are short mock trials from the society's "Legal Safari" curriculum and involve an accused who stole a teacher's car, or is a fairytale character such as the wolf from Little Red Riding Hood or Jack of the Beanstalk fame. These mock trials take place at lunch time, with the courts in recess. Other mock trials are lengthy affairs, spread over one or several evenings. The trials often cover drug or murder scenarios, but some deal with complex issues such as the battered wife's syndrome or temporary mental disorder. These complex cases challenge students to develop good questioning techniques, strong public-speaking skills, and analytical reasoning. Early primary classes don't come to the courts; however, several scripted fairytale mock trials exist for these students, and the society is always willing to provide fairytale costumes for the occasion. The Law Courts Education Society also provides curricula and courtwatching for French immersion and English-as-second-language students; it organizes job shadowing in the system for hundreds of Career and Personal Planning (CAPP) students annually; it conducts careers sessions; and it sells a range of curricula materials to schools. Going to remote communities The society's northern co-ordinator spends many months on the road, travelling 20,000 km annually. She visits remote schools and organizes programs for youth who live in tiny villages or reserves throughout the north. Some of the programs--called law camps or court links--bring youth to local towns for three-day sessions on the justice system, from arrest to trial to corrections. Youth meet with police, visit the police station, learn about arrest procedures, go to court, watch trials, conduct a mock trial, meet local leaders or elders, and then visit the corrections facility. The programs are eye-openers for youth. Misconceptions are cleared away, and the consequences of the choices that youth have are made clear. Working with First Nations youth and immigrant and visible-minority communities: international awards Several society programs have won international awards of excellence. One such program is called "First Nations Journeys of Justice." This holistic curriculum for students in Kindergarten to Grade 7 uses aboriginal oral stories as the foundation for learning about concepts of justice. Fifty professional-development workshops on the curriculum and the techniques of storytelling are being organized by the society for teachers from band schools and for teachers from public schools with large First Nations populations. The society won a second international award for examining the assumptions and misconceptions of newcomers about the justice system. The work has led to the development of educational programs in nine languages for newcomers and visible-minority communities. Currently, the society is working in partnership with 20 immigrant-service agencies to educate newcomers and visible-minority communities about our justice system. Building bridges to the system and communities with special needs Creating sustainable bridges means more than educating the public on how to access our justice system. It also means working within the system so that it is more accessible to British Columbians. The society is providing court staff with diversity-awareness training on the needs of visible minority and First Nations communities. It also organizes community-liaison evenings for B.C. judges with visible minority communities. More recently, the society has concentrated on developing legal pictionary materials for British Columbians who are mentally challenged and an ASL video for the deaf. Conclusion Clarence Darrow once said that "Laws should be like clothes. They should be made to fit the people they serve." Surely, this is also true for our justice system. An accessible justice system is essential for public confidence and comfort. For this reason, it is important that all school students and the public learn about our justice system and visit the courts to experience how they work. Peter Owens is an assistant director in the BCTF's Organization Support Division and editor of Teacher newsmagazine. For more information about the Law Courts Education Society or to make a group booking, call the society's head office, located at the Vancouver Law Courts building at (604) 660-9870 At the time of publication the future of the Law Courts Education Society is uncertain because the Ministry of the Attorney General is considering the eliminaton of society core funding as of March 31, 1997. On October 24, 1996, the BCTF Executive Committee decided to write to the Attorney General with copies to the Minister of Education urging immediate reconsideration of the decision to eliminate the funding. You are encouraged to write to the Attorney General, Room 232, Parliament Building, Victoria, BC V8V 1X4. Quotable... Co-ordinator at law camp: "Summary conviction offences include theft under $1,000, joyriding, and some assaults." Student: "Somersaults! What's wrong with somersaults?" "We have always found the sessions to be informative, relevant, and useful (in educational terms) for our kids. The Law Courts Society has always presented our legal system to the kids in the most meaningful way." --James Jones, Nova/Van Tech Secondary School "Use of an actual courtroom as well as the robes and other props added to the realism of the trial and provided us with an enjoyable and very worthwhile experience." --Law 12 classes, Kitsilano Secondary School "Before visiting the court, I was afraid of going there. But now I'm interested in the law. I appreciate your giving me a chance to visit the court." --Karen, Coquitlam student "This group has single handedly raised the awareness of our legal system by the general public immensely. This, in turn, has resulted in an immeasurable gain in public understanding and confidence in one of the fundamental foundations of our democratic system." --Mitchell Houg, Prince George crown counsel)
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(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20140925,www.familiesfundingteachers.ca,http://www.familiesfundingteachers.ca/wp-includes/Text/Diff/?C=S;O=A,Index of /wp-includes/Text/Diff Index of /wp-includes/Text/Diff Name Last modified Size Description Parent Directory   -   Engine/ 29-Aug-2014 12:50 -   Renderer/ 29-Aug-2014 12:50 -   Renderer.php 29-Aug-2014 12:50 6.5K   Apache/2.2.16 (Debian) Server at www.familiesfundingteachers.ca Port 80)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141006,www.youtube.com,https://www.youtube.com/www/common,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media last tweet "" @ - 12:00am Follow @ last post "" facebook/ - Jan 1st Like Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141007,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/bcedplan/status/383443046433816576,BC's Education Plan on Twitter: "@soltauheller eek - no pressure there! Seriously, though, a TON of work has gone into getting this right. Looking fwd to feedback." Twitter Search query Search Twitter Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Language: English Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Have an account? Sign in New to Twitter? Join Today » Sign In Phone, email or username Password Sign in Remember me Forgot password? Already using Twitter via text message? BC's Education Plan ‏ @bcedplan 26 Sep 2013 Posting new K-9 curric drafts on our Min Ed site v. soon. Stay tuned for details. A truly collaborative process! #bced #bclearns Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet soltauheller ‏ @soltauheller 26 Sep 2013 @bcedplan is there a general timeframe for these? Very interested in seeing them Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet BC's Education Plan ‏ @bcedplan 26 Sep 2013 . @soltauheller drafts will be available for review during '13/14 school yr. Timeline for completion dependent on feedback rec'd. Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet soltauheller ‏ @soltauheller 26 Sep 2013 @bcedplan when will they be implemented? = rough ideas - will you tweet those out when they are available? Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet BC's Education Plan ‏ @bcedplan 26 Sep 2013 @soltauheller do you mean when will the drafts be posted for review? If so, hopefully in next few wks. Will announce here for sure. Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet soltauheller ‏ @soltauheller 26 Sep 2013 @bcedplan thanks! Can't wait to see what has been happening. :Lots of high expectations for these new documents Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Follow Following Unfollow Blocked Unblock Pending Cancel BC's Education Plan ‏ @bcedplan 26 Sep 2013 @soltauheller eek - no pressure there! Seriously, though, a TON of work has gone into getting this right. Looking fwd to feedback. Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet 9:08 PM - 26 Sep 2013 soltauheller ‏ @soltauheller 26 Sep 2013 @bcedplan and I am looking forward to giving it! Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Don’t miss any updates from BC's Education Plan © 2014 Twitter About Help Ads info Close Flag this media This has already been marked as containing sensitive content. Flag this as containing potentially illegal content. Submit Cancel Learn more about flagging media Dismiss Close Previous Next Close Go to a person's profile Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Close Retweet this to your followers? Cancel Retweet Close Are you sure you want to delete this Tweet? Cancel Delete Close Block Cancel Block Add a location to your Tweets When you tweet with a location, Twitter stores that location. You can switch location on/off before each Tweet and always have the option to delete your location history. Learn more Turn location on Not now Turn off location Close Profile summary Close Your lists Close Create a new list List name Description Under 100 characters, optional Privacy Public · Anyone can follow this list Private · Only you can access this list Save list Close Close Embed this Tweet Add this Tweet to your website by copying the code below. Learn more Hmm, there was a problem reaching the server. Try again? Include parent Tweet Include media Preview Close Sign up for Twitter Not on Twitter? Sign up, tune into the things you care about, and get updates as they happen. Have an account? Sign in » Close Two-way (sending and receiving) short codes: Country Code For customers of United States 40404 (any) Canada 21212 (any) United Kingdom 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM Haiti 40404 Digicel, Voila Ireland 51210 Vodafone, O2 India 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Indonesia 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » See SMS short codes for other countries Close Confirmation)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141003,www.facebook.com,https://www.facebook.com/SupportBCTeachers2014/photos/pb.1438645646389768.-2207520000.1412360587./1479329342321398/XUIGrayText.react?_fb_noscript=1,Page Not Found | Facebook For a better experience on Facebook, enable JavaScript in your browser, or switch to our mobile site. Facebook logo Email or Phone Password Keep me logged in Forgot your password? Sign Up Sorry, this page isn't available The link you followed may be broken, or the page may have been removed. Go back to the previous page · Go to the Facebook homepage · Visit the Help Center Mobile Find Friends Badges People Pages Places Games Locations About Create Ad Create Page Developers Careers Privacy Cookies Terms Help Facebook © 2014 · English (US))
(20140925,www.blogger.com,https://www.blogger.com/navbar.g?targetBlogID075687045866423208324646blogName75Staffroom+Confidential46publishMode75PUBLISH_MODE_HOSTED46navbarType75LIGHT46layoutType75LAYOUTS46searchRoot75http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/search46blogLocale75en46v075246homepageUrl75http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/46targetPostID075234144863719887079846blogPostOrPageUrl75http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/06/more-reasons-for-no-vote.html46vt0752601653362524841131,302 Moved 302 Moved The document has moved here.)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/WorkArea/linkit.aspx?LinkIdentifier=id&ItemID=5570,Object moved Object moved to here.)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/contacts.cfm?page=psac&sort=1&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true,BCTF Contacts Home E-mail Lists Links A to Z Index Contact Us Help SITE SEARCH Quick Links BCTF formsBCTF NewsFrançaisLabour linksPensionsTeacher NewsmagazineTeaching resources For Teachers Aboriginal Education  Bargaining & Collective Agreements  Français  Health & Safety  New Teachers  Opportunities for Members  Pensions Professional Development  Professional Rights & Responsibility  Provincial Specialist Associations  Salary & Benefits  Teachers Teaching On Call  Teaching Resources  For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > PSAs > PSA Presidents Provincial Specialist Association Presidents Last updated December 12, 2013 Sort by PSA number. 71 Aboriginal Education Association (AEA) aboriginaled.blogspot.ca   Meredith Rusk Salmon Arm West Elementary 4750 10th Avenue SW Salmon Arm, BC  V1E 3B5 250-832-3862 f: 250-833-1126 psac71@bctf.ca 63 Association for Educators of Gifted, Talented, and Creative Children in BC (AEGTCCBC) adultedpsa.org/   Shera Olson-Niewenhuizen Sorrento Elementary Box 220 Sorrento, BC  V0E 2W0 250-804-3781 f: 250-675-3374 psac63@bctf.ca 62 Association of BC Drama Educators (ABCDE) www.bcdramateachers.com   Lana O'Brien WL Seaton Secondary 2701 41st Avenue Vernon, BC  V1T 6X3 250-542-3361 f: 250-542-6076 psac62@bctf.ca 45 Association Provinciale des Professeurs de l'Immersion et du Programme-Francophone BC (APPIPC) www.appipc.ca   Sophie Bergeron Winslow Centre, SD#43 1100B Winslow Avenue Coquitlam, BC  V3J 2G3 604-937-6392 f: 604-936-6129 psac45@bctf.ca 70 BC Alternate Education Association (BCAEA) www.bctf.ca/bcaea   Mike Shaw Westside Ed Student Support Team 3770 Elliot Road Westbank, BC  V4T 1P7 250-768-3253 f: 250-768-0419 psac70@bctf.ca 41 BC Art Teachers' Association (BCATA) bcata.ca   Eileen Ryan Clayton Heights Secondary 7003 188th Street Surrey, BC  V4N 3G6 604-576-4138 f: 604-576-4793 psac41@bctf.ca 50 BC Association of Mathematics Teachers (BCAMT) www.bcamt.ca   Ron Coleborn Schou Education Center 4041 Canada Way Burnaby, BC  V5G 1G6 604-531-3170 f: 604-664-8382 psac50@bctf.ca 51 BC Association of Teachers of Modern Languages (BCATML) www.bcatml.org   Rome Lavrencic New Westminster Secondary 835 Eighth Street New Westminster, BC  V3M 3S9 604-517-6220 f: 604-517-6204 psac51@bctf.ca 42 BC Business Education Association (BCBEA) www.bcbea.ca   Harmale Sangha Tamanawis Secondary 12600 66th Avenue Surrey, BC  V3W 2A8 604-597-5234 f: 604-597-4450 psac42@bctf.ca 72 BC Co-operative Learning PSA (BCCLPSA) www.bctf.ca/bccla   Mike Galliford Maple Creek Middle School 3700 Hastings Street Port Coquitlam, BC  V3B 5K7 604-464-8581 f: 604-461-7832 psac72@bctf.ca 75 BC Culinary Arts Specialist Association (BCCASA) www.bctf.ca/bccasa   Eric MacNeill Dover Bay Secondary School 6135 McGirr Road Nanaimo, BC  V9V 1M1 250-751-3409 f: 250-751-3405 psac75@bctf.ca 73 BC Dance Educators' Association (BCDEA) www.bctf.ca/bcdea   Kim Wolski Langley Fine Arts School 9096 Trattle Street Fort Langley, BC  V1M 2S6 604-888-3113 f: 604-888-3578 psac73@bctf.ca 64 BC Educators for Distributed Learning PSA (BCEDLPSA) bcedl.ca   David Comrie Kamloops Open Online Learning 730 12th Street Kamloops, BC  V2B 3C1 250-376-5663 f: 250-377-2257 psac64@bctf.ca 52 BC Music Educators' Association (BCMEA) www.bctf.ca/bcmea   Jeff Weaver Oak Bay Secondary 2151 Cranmore Road Victoria, BC  V8R 1Z2 250-598-3361 f: 250-598-0710 psac52@bctf.ca 55 BC Primary Teachers' Association (BCPTA) www.bcpta.ca   Janine Fraser Boundary District Teachers' Association Box 634, 1815D Central Avenue Grand Forks, BC  V0H 1H0 250-446-2724 f: 250-446-2623 psac55@bctf.ca 67 BC Rural and Small Schools Teachers' Association (BCRSSTA) www.bcruralteachers.org   Virginia Ivey Pinantan Elementary School General Delivery Pinantan Lake, BC  V0E 3E0 250-377-2233 f: 250-573-3976 psac67@bctf.ca 44 BC School Counsellors' Association (BCSCA) www.bctf.ca/bcsca   Ren Morley Dr FD Sinclair Elementary 7480 128th Street Surrey, BC  V3W 4E5 604-596-1537 f: 604-596-8271 psac44@bctf.ca 57 BC Science Teachers' Association (BCScTA) bcscta.ca   Grahame Rainey Ashcroft Secondary PO Box 669 Ashcroft, BC  V0K 1A0 250-453-9144 f: 250-453-2368 psac57@bctf.ca 59 BC Social Studies Teachers' Association (BCSSTA) www.bcssta.ca   Dale Martelli Vancouver Technical Secondary 2600 East Broadway Vancouver, BC  V5M 1Y5 604-713-8215 psac59@bctf.ca 49 BC Teacher-Librarians' Association (BCTLA) www.bctf.ca/bctla   Heather Daly Moody Elementary 2717 St Johns Street Port Moody, BC  V3H 2B8 604-937-6380 psac49@bctf.ca 68 BC Teachers for Peace and Global Education (PAGE) www.pagebc.ca   Greg Van Vugt Fraser Heights Secondary 16060 108th Avenue Surrey, BC  V4N 1M1 604-582-9231 f: 604-582-9268 psac68@bctf.ca 46 BC Teachers of English Language Arts (BCTELA) www.bctela.ca/   Celia Brogan (interim) Quilchena Elementary 5300 Maple Street Vancouver, BC  V6M 3T6 604-713-4996 f: 604-713-5422 psac46@bctf.ca 58 BC Technology Education Association (BCTEA) www.bctf.ca/bctea   Martin Lim (interim) Fraser Heights Secondary 16060 108th Avenue Surrey, BC  V4N 1M1 604-587-4812 f: 604-582-9268 psac58@bctf.ca 65 Computer-Using Educators of BC (CUEBC) www.cuebc.ca   Mike Silverton Cilaire Elementary 25 Cilaire Drive Nanaimo, BC  V9S 3C9 250-758-7941 f: 250-751-8840 psac65@bctf.ca 76 Educators Against Racism (EAR)   John Peterson Lucas Centre 2132 Hamilton Avenue North Vancouver, BC  V7P 2M3 604-903-4661 psac76@bctf.ca 69 English as a Second Language PSA (ESLPSA) ellpsa.ca   Marc Tremblay Hollyburn Elementary 1329 Duchess Avenue West Vancouver, BC  V7T 1H5 604-782-1227 f: 604-981-1221 psac69@bctf.ca 66 Environmental Educators' PSA (EEPSA) www.bctf.ca/eepsa   Selina Metcalfe Surrey School District Simon Fraser University psac66@bctf.ca 53 Learning Assistance Teachers' Association (LATA) www.bctf.ca/lata   Gail Bailey Glenrosa Middle School 3565 McIver Road West Kelowna, BC  V4T 1H8 250-870-5000 (ext. 6936) f: 250-870-5076 psac53@bctf.ca 54 Physical Education--British Columbia (PE-BC) www.bctf.ca/pebc   Sue MacDonald Centre for Learning Alternatives 3400 Westwood Drive Prince George, BC  V2N 1S1 250-561-5851 f: 250-563-5487 psac54@bctf.ca 48 Provincial Intermediate Teachers' Association (PITA) www.pita.ca   Elaine Jaltema Chaffey-Burke Elementary 4404 Sardis Street Burnaby, BC  V5H 1K7 604-664-8652 psac48@bctf.ca 60 Special Education Association (SEA) www.seaofbc.ca   BJ Foulds Prince George Secondary 2901 Griffiths Avenue Prince George, BC  V2K 5N3 250-562-6441 f: 250-564-4085 psac60@bctf.ca 47 Teachers of Home Economics Specialist Association (THESA) www.bctf.ca/thesa   Paula Aquino G.W. Graham Middle Secondary 45955 Thomas Road Chilliwack, BC  V2B 0B5 604-847-0772 f: 604-824-0711 psac47@bctf.ca PSA Council Steering and Agenda Committee Chairperson Mike Silverton Cilaire Elementary 25 Cilaire Drive Nanaimo, BC V9S 3C9 250-758-7941 f: 250-751-8840 msilverton@sd68.bc.ca David Comrie Kamloops Open Online Learning 730 12th Street Kamloops, BC V2B 3C1 250-376-5663 f: 250-377-2257 dcomriel@sd73.bc.ca Mike Galliford Maple Creek Middle School 3700 Hastings Street Port Coquitlam, BC V3B 5K7 604-464-8581 f: 604-461-7832 mgalliford@sd43.bc.ca About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy Close Window Print Page   Provincial Specialist Association Presidents Last updated December 12, 2013 Sort by PSA number. 71 Aboriginal Education Association (AEA) aboriginaled.blogspot.ca   Meredith Rusk Salmon Arm West Elementary 4750 10th Avenue SW Salmon Arm, BC  V1E 3B5 250-832-3862 f: 250-833-1126 psac71@bctf.ca 63 Association for Educators of Gifted, Talented, and Creative Children in BC (AEGTCCBC) adultedpsa.org/   Shera Olson-Niewenhuizen Sorrento Elementary Box 220 Sorrento, BC  V0E 2W0 250-804-3781 f: 250-675-3374 psac63@bctf.ca 62 Association of BC Drama Educators (ABCDE) www.bcdramateachers.com   Lana O'Brien WL Seaton Secondary 2701 41st Avenue Vernon, BC  V1T 6X3 250-542-3361 f: 250-542-6076 psac62@bctf.ca 45 Association Provinciale des Professeurs de l'Immersion et du Programme-Francophone BC (APPIPC) www.appipc.ca   Sophie Bergeron Winslow Centre, SD#43 1100B Winslow Avenue Coquitlam, BC  V3J 2G3 604-937-6392 f: 604-936-6129 psac45@bctf.ca 70 BC Alternate Education Association (BCAEA) www.bctf.ca/bcaea   Mike Shaw Westside Ed Student Support Team 3770 Elliot Road Westbank, BC  V4T 1P7 250-768-3253 f: 250-768-0419 psac70@bctf.ca 41 BC Art Teachers' Association (BCATA) bcata.ca   Eileen Ryan Clayton Heights Secondary 7003 188th Street Surrey, BC  V4N 3G6 604-576-4138 f: 604-576-4793 psac41@bctf.ca 50 BC Association of Mathematics Teachers (BCAMT) www.bcamt.ca   Ron Coleborn Schou Education Center 4041 Canada Way Burnaby, BC  V5G 1G6 604-531-3170 f: 604-664-8382 psac50@bctf.ca 51 BC Association of Teachers of Modern Languages (BCATML) www.bcatml.org   Rome Lavrencic New Westminster Secondary 835 Eighth Street New Westminster, BC  V3M 3S9 604-517-6220 f: 604-517-6204 psac51@bctf.ca 42 BC Business Education Association (BCBEA) www.bcbea.ca   Harmale Sangha Tamanawis Secondary 12600 66th Avenue Surrey, BC  V3W 2A8 604-597-5234 f: 604-597-4450 psac42@bctf.ca 72 BC Co-operative Learning PSA (BCCLPSA) www.bctf.ca/bccla   Mike Galliford Maple Creek Middle School 3700 Hastings Street Port Coquitlam, BC  V3B 5K7 604-464-8581 f: 604-461-7832 psac72@bctf.ca 75 BC Culinary Arts Specialist Association (BCCASA) www.bctf.ca/bccasa   Eric MacNeill Dover Bay Secondary School 6135 McGirr Road Nanaimo, BC  V9V 1M1 250-751-3409 f: 250-751-3405 psac75@bctf.ca 73 BC Dance Educators' Association (BCDEA) www.bctf.ca/bcdea   Kim Wolski Langley Fine Arts School 9096 Trattle Street Fort Langley, BC  V1M 2S6 604-888-3113 f: 604-888-3578 psac73@bctf.ca 64 BC Educators for Distributed Learning PSA (BCEDLPSA) bcedl.ca   David Comrie Kamloops Open Online Learning 730 12th Street Kamloops, BC  V2B 3C1 250-376-5663 f: 250-377-2257 psac64@bctf.ca 52 BC Music Educators' Association (BCMEA) www.bctf.ca/bcmea   Jeff Weaver Oak Bay Secondary 2151 Cranmore Road Victoria, BC  V8R 1Z2 250-598-3361 f: 250-598-0710 psac52@bctf.ca 55 BC Primary Teachers' Association (BCPTA) www.bcpta.ca   Janine Fraser Boundary District Teachers' Association Box 634, 1815D Central Avenue Grand Forks, BC  V0H 1H0 250-446-2724 f: 250-446-2623 psac55@bctf.ca 67 BC Rural and Small Schools Teachers' Association (BCRSSTA) www.bcruralteachers.org   Virginia Ivey Pinantan Elementary School General Delivery Pinantan Lake, BC  V0E 3E0 250-377-2233 f: 250-573-3976 psac67@bctf.ca 44 BC School Counsellors' Association (BCSCA) www.bctf.ca/bcsca   Ren Morley Dr FD Sinclair Elementary 7480 128th Street Surrey, BC  V3W 4E5 604-596-1537 f: 604-596-8271 psac44@bctf.ca 57 BC Science Teachers' Association (BCScTA) bcscta.ca   Grahame Rainey Ashcroft Secondary PO Box 669 Ashcroft, BC  V0K 1A0 250-453-9144 f: 250-453-2368 psac57@bctf.ca 59 BC Social Studies Teachers' Association (BCSSTA) www.bcssta.ca   Dale Martelli Vancouver Technical Secondary 2600 East Broadway Vancouver, BC  V5M 1Y5 604-713-8215 psac59@bctf.ca 49 BC Teacher-Librarians' Association (BCTLA) www.bctf.ca/bctla   Heather Daly Moody Elementary 2717 St Johns Street Port Moody, BC  V3H 2B8 604-937-6380 psac49@bctf.ca 68 BC Teachers for Peace and Global Education (PAGE) www.pagebc.ca   Greg Van Vugt Fraser Heights Secondary 16060 108th Avenue Surrey, BC  V4N 1M1 604-582-9231 f: 604-582-9268 psac68@bctf.ca 46 BC Teachers of English Language Arts (BCTELA) www.bctela.ca/   Celia Brogan (interim) Quilchena Elementary 5300 Maple Street Vancouver, BC  V6M 3T6 604-713-4996 f: 604-713-5422 psac46@bctf.ca 58 BC Technology Education Association (BCTEA) www.bctf.ca/bctea   Martin Lim (interim) Fraser Heights Secondary 16060 108th Avenue Surrey, BC  V4N 1M1 604-587-4812 f: 604-582-9268 psac58@bctf.ca 65 Computer-Using Educators of BC (CUEBC) www.cuebc.ca   Mike Silverton Cilaire Elementary 25 Cilaire Drive Nanaimo, BC  V9S 3C9 250-758-7941 f: 250-751-8840 psac65@bctf.ca 76 Educators Against Racism (EAR)   John Peterson Lucas Centre 2132 Hamilton Avenue North Vancouver, BC  V7P 2M3 604-903-4661 psac76@bctf.ca 69 English as a Second Language PSA (ESLPSA) ellpsa.ca   Marc Tremblay Hollyburn Elementary 1329 Duchess Avenue West Vancouver, BC  V7T 1H5 604-782-1227 f: 604-981-1221 psac69@bctf.ca 66 Environmental Educators' PSA (EEPSA) www.bctf.ca/eepsa   Selina Metcalfe Surrey School District Simon Fraser University psac66@bctf.ca 53 Learning Assistance Teachers' Association (LATA) www.bctf.ca/lata   Gail Bailey Glenrosa Middle School 3565 McIver Road West Kelowna, BC  V4T 1H8 250-870-5000 (ext. 6936) f: 250-870-5076 psac53@bctf.ca 54 Physical Education--British Columbia (PE-BC) www.bctf.ca/pebc   Sue MacDonald Centre for Learning Alternatives 3400 Westwood Drive Prince George, BC  V2N 1S1 250-561-5851 f: 250-563-5487 psac54@bctf.ca 48 Provincial Intermediate Teachers' Association (PITA) www.pita.ca   Elaine Jaltema Chaffey-Burke Elementary 4404 Sardis Street Burnaby, BC  V5H 1K7 604-664-8652 psac48@bctf.ca 60 Special Education Association (SEA) www.seaofbc.ca   BJ Foulds Prince George Secondary 2901 Griffiths Avenue Prince George, BC  V2K 5N3 250-562-6441 f: 250-564-4085 psac60@bctf.ca 47 Teachers of Home Economics Specialist Association (THESA) www.bctf.ca/thesa   Paula Aquino G.W. Graham Middle Secondary 45955 Thomas Road Chilliwack, BC  V2B 0B5 604-847-0772 f: 604-824-0711 psac47@bctf.ca PSA Council Steering and Agenda Committee Chairperson Mike Silverton Cilaire Elementary 25 Cilaire Drive Nanaimo, BC V9S 3C9 250-758-7941 f: 250-751-8840 msilverton@sd68.bc.ca David Comrie Kamloops Open Online Learning 730 12th Street Kamloops, BC V2B 3C1 250-376-5663 f: 250-377-2257 dcomriel@sd73.bc.ca Mike Galliford Maple Creek Middle School 3700 Hastings Street Port Coquitlam, BC V3B 5K7 604-464-8581 f: 604-461-7832 mgalliford@sd43.bc.ca)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "October is #FosterFamilyMonth. Thank you #BC for opening your homes and hearts to more than 5,900 children and youth." @John_Yap - 11:14pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141007,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/bctf/status/476583439257202688?screen_name=bctf&screen_name=bctf&id=476583439257202688&id=476583439257202688,BCTF on Twitter: "Jim Iker to #bced teachers after record vote: "thank you for standing strong, in solidarity" #bcpoli Time for #afairdeal" Twitter Search query Search Twitter Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Language: English Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Have an account? Sign in New to Twitter? Join Today » Sign In Phone, email or username Password Sign in Remember me Forgot password? Already using Twitter via text message? Follow Following Unfollow Blocked Unblock Pending Cancel BCTF ‏ @bctf Jun 10 Jim Iker to #bced teachers after record vote: "thank you for standing strong, in solidarity" #bcpoli Time for #afairdeal Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Retweets 44 Favorites 14 9:35 PM - 10 Jun 2014 Don’t miss any updates from BCTF © 2014 Twitter About Help Ads info Close Flag this media This has already been marked as containing sensitive content. Flag this as containing potentially illegal content. Submit Cancel Learn more about flagging media Dismiss Close Previous Next Close Go to a person's profile Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Close Retweet this to your followers? Cancel Retweet Close Are you sure you want to delete this Tweet? Cancel Delete Close Block Cancel Block Add a location to your Tweets When you tweet with a location, Twitter stores that location. You can switch location on/off before each Tweet and always have the option to delete your location history. Learn more Turn location on Not now Turn off location Close Profile summary Close Your lists Close Create a new list List name Description Under 100 characters, optional Privacy Public · Anyone can follow this list Private · Only you can access this list Save list Close Close Embed this Tweet Add this Tweet to your website by copying the code below. Learn more Hmm, there was a problem reaching the server. Try again? Include parent Tweet Include media Preview Close Sign up for Twitter Not on Twitter? Sign up, tune into the things you care about, and get updates as they happen. Have an account? Sign in » Close Two-way (sending and receiving) short codes: Country Code For customers of United States 40404 (any) Canada 21212 (any) United Kingdom 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM Haiti 40404 Digicel, Voila Ireland 51210 Vodafone, O2 India 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Indonesia 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » See SMS short codes for other countries Close Confirmation)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141008,thetyee.ca,http://thetyee.ca/Culture/2014/07/18/Vancouver-Cleanest-Dirtiest-Beaches/,The Tyee's Guide to Vancouver's Cleanest (and Dirtiest) Beaches | The Tyee About Advertise Follow Support RSS Topic Aboriginal Affairs BC Election 2013 BC Politics Education Energy Environment Federal Politics Film Food Gender + Sexuality Health Housing Labour + Industry Local Economy Media Municipal Politics Music Photo Essays Podcasts Politics Rights + Justice Science + Tech Transportation Travel Urban Planning + Architecture News Culture Opinion National MediaCheck Solutions Join Craving crack civic election coverage? Help fund it... Culture The Tyee's Guide to Vancouver's Cleanest (and Dirtiest) Beaches Plunge into summer with a comprehensive guide to fecal coliform levels. By Jesse Donaldson, 18 Jul 2014, TheTyee.ca   Tweet No self-respecting beachgoer should be without an up-to-date fecal coliform bacteria count. Jericho beach photo by Albert Law via Your BC: The Tyee's Photo Pool. Freezing the Frame on a Short, Hot Summer It took its time getting here, but our readers made the most of it. Some visual nostalgia for summer 2011. Needed: New Laws to Protect BC's Urban Nature Only a few years remain to protect natural areas in our communities. On Wreck Beach, Art Ebbs and Flows Erect a sculpture of driftwood, and you invite fights, legal worries and nature's intervention. Read more: Travel, Rejoice, Vancouverites! Summer has arrived at last. But, before you celebrate this stretch of uninterrupted sunshine with a day by the water, here's something you may want to pack next to the towel and sunscreen: the Greater Vancouver Regional District Water Quality Laboratory's analysis of the area's cleanest (and dirtiest) beach water. Each year, between May and August, local waters are tested against Canada's water quality guidelines. As mandated by the federal government, 200 is the maximum number of fecal coliform bacteria allowed per 100 millilitres of water in "primary contact" recreation areas -- otherwise known as swimming beaches. The results, taken weekly and averaged over the previous 30 days, are regularly posted online. While some results are predictable, each year delivers a few surprises. Without further ado, here's Vancouver Coastal Health's most recent breakdown, measured in bacteria per 100 mL of water. (Note: this list doesn't include beaches in Richmond or West Vancouver): Top five cleanest Third Beach/Locarno: 14 Jericho: 15 Wreck Beach East/Cates Park: 18 Second/Spanish Banks: 19 Kitsilano Beach/Wreck Beach West (Acadia): 21 Top five dirtiest Trout Lake: 147 Wreck Beach (Trail 7): 106 Sunset: 70 Deep Cove: 46 Wreck Beach (Trail 4/Tower Beach): 37* Fecal coliform levels tend to rise as July turns into August (particularly in the more popular areas like Kits and English Bay). So far the results are largely consistent with the levels measured at this time last year; as of mid-July 2013, Cates Park, Acadia and Locarno were among the cleanest in the city, and Trout Lake, Wreck (at Trail 7) and Sunset were among the dirtiest. Both Acadia and Locarno have topped the list of cleanest beaches every summer for four years running. Spanish Banks often makes the list, too. Unsurprisingly, Trout Lake has been one of the dirtiest primary contact areas in the region for four years running, joined consistently by Sunset and Wreck's Trail 7. The highest numbers each year come from False Creek East (not technically classified a "primary contact" area, but connected to the Sunset and English Bay stretch nonetheless), in which bacteria counts rarely dip below the 100 mark. Its fecal coliform level currently sits at a dizzying 500. The most substantial spikes, month-by-month take place on heavily-frequented beaches like Kits and English Bay, whose numbers can range from the low-30s to the mid-100s, depending on the year and month. Sick, real quick According to federal government estimates, close to 100,000 Canadians get sick each year from swimming in polluted waters (between one and two per cent of all swimmers). Metro Vancouver annually discharges 440 billion litres of wastewater into local waters from five different treatment facilities. Provincial standards require all plants to provide both primary and secondary treatment, however, Iona and Lions Gate -- the two which service Vancouver proper -- haven't yet been upgraded to that status. If all this talk of contaminated beach water makes you squeamish, rest assured -- it could be (and has been) worse. Pollution on city beaches isn't a new phenomenon; a swim advisory was issued last August for Second and Sunset beaches, and back in 1958, every recreational contact area in the city was forced to close due to excessive pollution. Prior to the 1960s, when Metro Vancouver opened its first comprehensive wastewater treatment facilities, sewage was dumped raw into False Creek and Burrard Inlet. In fact, in the early part of the 20th century, human waste washing up on Vancouver's shores was a regular news item. "There is no denying the fact that the need of some improvement in the disposal of the city's sewage is a pressing one, and should not be ignored if the public health is to be considered," complained a 1903 article in the Province. "As matters exist now, virtually all the sewage of the city that is discharged within an area bounded by Burrard Street and Columbia Avenue is allowed to float around on the waterfront, through the sewer outlets not being carried out far enough to prevent the discharge from being deposited on the shore." Happy swimming! For a comprehensive list of fecal coliform levels on Metro Vancouver's beaches from 2011 to present, click here. *Updated July 18, 9:37 a.m. Read more: Travel, Jesse Donaldson is an author, journalist, photographer and one of the founding members of The Dependent Magazine. His first book, This Day in Vancouver, was recently shortlisted for a B.C. Book Prize. Find his previous articles published in The Tyee here.   Tweet What have we missed? What do you think? We want to know. Comment below. Keep in mind: Do: Verify facts, debunk rumours Add context and background Spot typos and logical fallacies Highlight reporting blind spots Ignore trolls Treat all with respect and curiosity Connect with each other Do not: Use sexist, classist, racist or homophobic language Libel or defame Bully or troll Troll patrol. Instead, flag suspect activity. Please enable JavaScript to view the comments powered by Disqus. comments powered by Disqus LNG a chance, not a windfall, says BC throne speech Postmedia could soon own almost every English newspaper in Canada. What could possibly go wrong? VIEW: Voting for your principles is 'strategic voting' Petition opposes BC's 'potential muzzling' of non-profits More troubles for BC's big LNG plans Tirade at Tyee by immigration minister's top aide analyzed tweet by tweet Government slow to respond to FOIs? No need to tell Bob Mackin Converting ferries to LNG will save money, reduce fares: CEO See more » Tyee Video Picks Submitted by Tyee staff, Today Last chance to see 'The Vancouver Asahi' baseball story at VIFF. Where do these videos come from? From you. Suggest one here! Most Popular Can 'Cuisine' Make a Better School Lunch? What I Saw with a German Tour of the Oilsands Don't Give Postmedia More Local Monopolies First Nations 'Front and Centre Now': Pierre Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign How Much Do You Trust Canada's Wireless Giants? Christy Clark's No Pro at LNG Poker BC Filmmaking Duo Passes the Acid Test For Kids, the Meal Is the Message Most Emailed Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign For Kids, the Meal Is the Message Understanding Harper's Evangelical Mission Who'd Be a School Trustee in 2014? Why New Euro-Canada Treaty Is a Gift to Oil Firms BC Filmmaking Duo Passes the Acid Test We Must Heed Naomi Klein's Call China Deal Trumps Province, First Nations on Energy Projects: Treaty Expert Fired Researcher Who Killed Self Was Evaluating Drug Backed by Clark Climate Warriors Must Forge Stronger Alliances, Now Reported Elsewhere Postmedia could soon own almost every English newspaper in Canada (via DeSmog) Petronas CEO warns of 15-year delay to BC LNG project (via G&M) BC government apologizes for firing worker who later killed himself (via the Victoria Times-Colonist) From Tibet to Taiwan, China's outer regions watch Hong Kong protests intently (via the New York Times) It's a shame Jean-Claude Duvalier died a free man, says ex-UN prosecutor (via CBC News) Vancouver's cabbies take aim at Uber (via The Province) Keurig's coffee supremacy challenged by Canadian firm (via Yahoo! News) North and South Korea 'agree to talks' (via BBC News) See more » Your BC: The Tyee's Photo Pool Join The Tyee's Flickr group » View previous selections » Most Commented What I Saw with a German Tour of the Oil Sands (132 comments) Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign (76 comments) 'The Environment Is the Economy': MP Weston (106 comments) Fired Researcher Who Killed Self Was Evaluating Drug Backed by Clark (57 comments) Climate Warriors Must Forge Stronger Alliances, Now (53 comments) ISIS Threat: Let's Refuse to be Scared (79 comments) We Must Heed Naomi Klein's Call (309 comments) Christy Clark's No Pro at LNG Poker (38 comments) Six Steps to Protect Canadians from Flaws in China Trade Deal (128 comments) How Labour Unions Make Us Healthier (31 comments) About The Tyee National Pool Contributors Advertise Contact Funding Jobs Master Classes Privacy Policy Submissions Support The Tyee News Culture Opinion National Mediacheck Solutions Video Publications Tyee News Weekly Archives The Hook Other BC Blogs Reported Elsewhere Steve Burgess Murray Dobbin Michael Geist Crawford Kilian Rafe Mair Andrew Nikiforuk Shannon Rupp Bill Tieleman Dorothy Woodend Follow The Tyee Subscribe by email Subscribe by RSS Tyee Mobile App Managed Hosting by Gossamer Threads × Share article via email Send this article to: Your email address: Your message: Would you like to receive The Tyee's headlines free by email? Yes, every day. Yes, once a week. I already subscribe. No, thanks. Submit Show form again » Close)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Foster parents are ordinary people engaged in extraordinary acts of kindness. Join the team! http://t.co/6jUkcsOp6V" @Teresa_Wat - 04:31pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7724,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 4, January/February 2005 Notice of AGM 2005 As required by The Society Act, the following formal notice of the 2005 Annual General Meeting is made to all BCTF members pursuant to By-law 8.1 by publication in this edition of Teacher. The 89th Annual General Meeting of the British Columbia Teachers’ Federation will be held in the Victoria Conference Centre, Victoria, beginning on Saturday, March 19, 2005 at 19:00 and continues to Tuesday, March 22, 2005. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2014/09/tentative-agreement-yes-or-no.html?showComment0751410935053737,Staffroom Confidential: Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, September 16, 2014 Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Despite what I know was a herculean effort on the part of our bargaining team, I very much hope that BC teachers will vote no to the tentative agreement. After five weeks of strike, and twelve years of legal battles, this is not the deal that will restore sanity to public education and it is not a fair deal for teachers and students. Just as teachers in Saskatchewan rejected a deal to ensure a better outcome, I hope BC teachers will consider a no vote to let our team know we have to go back to the bargaining table. Class size, composition The agreement provided a modified LIF fund starting at $75 million per year and increasing to $85 by the last year. It is for teachers only, which will mean a slight improvement in Districts where sizeable portions were spent on Education Assistants or senior District staff rather than teachers. However, in an average size District like Victoria (20,000 students, 1,000 teachers), this will translate into about 5-10 more teachers. That is one for every five schools. To put it in comparison, Justice Griffin's judgement estimated the lost funding due to lost class size language at about $330 million in current dollars. (Read more here about the proposed Education Fund.) I heard so many teachers speak up about the need to ensure that we do not return to over-crowded classes when the strike ends. This agreement does very little to alleviate what is the most pressing issue. Throwing away the court victory The agreement provides a "reopener" in the event we win on appeal our class size language. What this means is that the language returns, but is not implemented until new language is negotiated. Without the actual implementation of the returned language, there will be very little incentive for the government to bargain it back. We would essentially be back in the very same position we are in today, with government trying to bargain it out and us trying to bargain it back in. In my opinion, even if we were legislated back to work we would be in a superior position. If we won the appeal the government would then be forced to implement the language. We are thus throwing away our historic court victory and the bargaining pressure it potentially creates. The reopener is really only mildly less offensive than E80. In both cases, we have to bargain back what was illegally taken from our contract and the government will probably never have to restore it. In fact, the "reopener" creates the perfect opportunity for government to lock us out to try and force us to agree to something far inferior. Throwing away the remedy for the last twelve years The agreement provides $105 million to compensate for grievances over-sized classes for the last twelve years. Using Justice Griffin's estimates, our loss is roughly $300 million times 12 = over $3 billion. I cannot fathom how $105 million is a fair compromise. The BCTF's original proposal to put this money back into the system was a more fair and productive approach. This agreement means we can no longer go to the courts for a fair remedy. Wages The agreement is very close to government's original offer. While I would be willing to accept this if the class size language was returned, teachers should not be taking such a significant monetary loss without the commensurate gain in working conditions. We have lost roughly 12% of our annual salary. We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut. Minimal improvements There are very minimal improvements in preparation time for elementary teachers (10 minutes per week), and TTOC daily rate. The TTOC daily rate change may depend on your grid placement. It could actually be a wage loss for long term TTOCs who are above category 5 and step 7. There is also $11 million in health and dental benefits. At 40,000 members, this is $275 each. Hardly worth consideration in the context of the rest of the agreement. What next? There are a variety of options if we vote no. We can continue the strike. We can choose to return to work and continue bargaining. We do not, and should not, accept an agreement that doesn't meet our needs and doesn't meet the needs of students and public education. When Saskatchewan teachers rejected the first deal which had 5.5% wage increases over four years, the second deal had 7.3% increases over four years. They have said this still isn't good enough. For us, our main issue is classroom conditions. We need to say this isn't good enough. The way to do that is to vote no. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 7:48 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 124 comments: Troy MooreSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:17 PM The EC recommendation states the open clause will be argued from restored language. However, selling our grievances for nothing as the 105 million is strike savings, is plenty of reason to vote no. Further, no composition caps, but a fund controlled by Superintendents is enough reason to vote no. Thursday I will vote no.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:06 PM Re-opener also says "education fund" in place until new language bargained, so old language can disappear forever.Delete Reply Mme RousseauSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:33 PM Government starved us to death hoping we'd vote yes to whatever deal they'd offer. Planned it from the start.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:07 PM We can sill choose (collectively) to return to work if we reject this deal. Many options.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:09 PM Great analysis, Tara! I think that returning to work would be a bad idea. This will frustrate parents more if they need to find new ways to deal with taking care fo kids. USe the money given to you by the other unions. I am a teacher who had to quit for stress over the terrible condition of work (split FI grade 4/5, several low LD kids with little support, one severe with no support, 2 gifted (no support), and a principal who expected me to teach 2 separate social studies AND science programs)Delete Reply Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:56 PM Good points by all but the gov't succeeded in starving my family out and completly breaking us. I will be voting YES and live to fight another dayReplyDelete Replies schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:21 PM 'Fight another day'? In the last twelve years that we have been pushing back against this government, never has the tide tide been so much with teachers, class size/composition, and public education - and never has the government been pushed back onto the ropes (especially with the call for binding arbitration). What 'other day' is being proposed that we wait for? Now is the time. Vote 'no' and give the BCTF bargaining team a renewed mandate to get a decent deal for students and teachers.Delete Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:10 PM "Another day" means to wake up and realize that 2more weeks means my family of 5 could lose our home. It means I will do all I can to recall Cc, Factbender, and other mla's, and maybe even having "a guy I know" have a chat with them. In year 1 of their reign, I don't believe they even know what "the ropes" are. I will vote YES ...for my family, and I can live with thatDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:12 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply Karen FergusonSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:03 PM Just a question: When the Saskatchewan teachers voted no, had they already been on strike for 5 weeks?ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM No. They are working with no contract. They are not on strike.Delete Shannon DavisSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:23 AM I am a Saskatchewan teacher. We are not on strike; we are currently in the conciliation process after voting "no" to 2 previous offersDelete Reply "Mama Rose"September 16, 2014 at 9:27 PM Can we truly return to work without agreeing and continue bargaining? When I suggested returning to work a few weeks ago, the answer was "being on strike puts pressure on the gov't and without pressure they have no reason to settle." And can you explain more how legislating us back would be better than agreeing to this deal? And finally, why would the BCTF executive put forward a deal that was not a good one?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:30 PM Because they need confirmation of the resolve of the membership to get something better. That is what a no vote does.Delete Reply Troylana MSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:28 PM some great points to ponder, tara......thinking thinking....ReplyDelete schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:43 PM If we vote 'no' to the tentative deal we still have options: We'd not have a contract. But we could... a) strike with full picket lines b) partially strike with phase 1 (work-to-rule) in schools c) partially strike with periodic/rotating job action d) continue negotiating e) return to work and re-escalate strike f) some/all of the above ReplyDelete Replies Caroline MackenzieSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:21 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:14 PM a) will expedite matters (I say less that 3 days)Delete Reply danabjornsonSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:05 PM I am thinking that a legislated, crappier contract would only be in effect for 2 years max (before elections...). If we take this offer, then we will be agreeing to this pseudo-E80. Should we win the court case (which we likely will), we will have to settle on the terms of the THIS negotiated contract which doesn't actually restore learning conditions; it simply allows for those conditions to be negotiated. If we say n, then we default to the 2002 contract, which DOES restore the language. A "yes" vote is saying that we are good on "crumbs"; a "no" vote is saying we want an actual meal. That's my understanding, anyway. Please correct me where I am wrong, Tara. :)ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:44 PM And word is IF they legislate, they could opt to legislate back Grade 10-12 only causing the union to have to lay off all teachers and re-hire based on seniority. That will tear the union at the seams pitting teacher against teacher for those positions. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:17 PM There will be a general strike if that were to happen! They better not do this. They will regret it.Delete Reply imaginefunlearningSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:09 PM Some good points on the background of our fight over the past 12 years, which I have been actively engaged in; however we need to recognize the climate we are in. We are not in Sask. people! We have just come through a very long summer!! We need to thank our @bctf bargaining team & recognize the toll this has taken on all of us & our families. I don't have the luxury of more time on the strike line. This may be as good as it gets. Let's read the agreement and consider getting back to work and making some $ again! That's my 2 cents worth, which would come in really handy right now!!!ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:18 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply RobSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:11 PM Go back in work to rule mode. Work this winter to recall every Liberal MLA. ThAt is the only way to apply pressure to these criminals. ReplyDelete Replies Kate RestonSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:03 PM Recall! Not sure who won the battle but the war is still onDelete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:14 AM Well said Kate... I agree 100%Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:20 PM I think say NO and a better deal will be done in less than 3 days. These guys are not criminals, they are lower than that. I bet they get a sick pleasure in hurting the kids and the teachers.Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:31 PM An official recall is in the works: https://www.facebook.com/groups/316129595235450/?fref=ts Please consider joining.Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:26 AM Leah - do you honestly think anyone who voted BC Liberal did so thinking that they would act any differently on the education file?Delete Reply JJSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:16 PM I am glad to see other members who share my views. I am outraged at a 1.2 percent "raise" in salary per year that doesn't even meet inflation of currently 2%. I feel used and abused.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:23 PM Not to mention all of the other pittance! I am actually surprised that Iker asked teachers to vote on this! Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:18 PM Hi Tara Thanks for the summary! Will we be able to vote NO to the deal, but vote YES to returning to work? Will there be three options when we vote Thursday? Why did the BCTF agree to a substandard deal for us? If we vote no to a deal that was recommended to us, the teachers look like the bad guys and public approval will plummet. I am very disappointed and frustratedReplyDelete Replies KataSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:12 AM Public approval will not necessarily plummet. I have seen strikes where the membership has voted against the executive's "best results to date", and ended up with a better offer. This offer is an insult. The $300 million will not bring funding to the national average (I believe). More importantly, the wage offer is half of the average wage increase for public and private workers (StatsCan). Delete Reply MontySeptember 16, 2014 at 10:19 PM Thank you, Tara. My thoughts too, more clearly expressed. As well, Thursday is too soon to vote, too soon to vote, too soon to vote........ReplyDelete Richard ChalkeSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:21 PM Vote no and lose every shred of public support...just sayin!ReplyDelete Replies UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:31 AM I am a member of the public and would support a "no" vote. js!.Delete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:01 AM Richard Chalke, NO you won't! I am a mother with 3 adopted special needs children who need to be in a class that is designed for them and others like them (my kids are academically slightly delayed but their issues are more social and behavioural) where they can receive the education they deserve taught in a way they can comprehend. I will speak now for all the parents I know, and we will support the teacher's if they continue to fight for our children's best interest.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:28 PM It might not be pretty at first, but once we explain things (and I hope the Mandarin-speaking teachers flood the Richmond organization that voiced their concerns), they will back us. The 3 billions that the judge came to is the first I hear about. This should be stated to every newsmedia comment section in the province. Minimize pickets and flood those outlets with commenters, just like the Liberals do. Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:45 PM I am a member of the public and a single Mother of a child in the public school system. You will NOT lose one bit of my support if you vote no. I know that you are sacrificing so that my child can have a better education, and I am most grateful for it. Having said that, I also know that you are exhausted and broke. I have been dreading that you may have to settle for less than what you (we) deserve because the government succeeded in breaking you. I am not in your shoes, so cannot judge. If the vote is a yes, I understand and I am still behind you. Delete Reply Alison RocheSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:25 PM It is a crap deal. It's always a crap deal. Once you raise the stakes to striking, anything else is a cave in. The last time we walked out was the 3 day illegal strike where I threw away 1200$ and got EXACTLY the same contract I had the year before. The BCTF called it a win because they didn't rip up MORE of my contract. Ridiculous. There are a few of us that believe that working to contract, doing 100% of your teaching job and nothing more (like paying for supplies out of your own pocket or EC) is the only way teachers will survive this government. What if they get re-elected again? Then what? Teachers have lost thousands to these clowns to make "statements" about the state of public education in this province. We can't keep sacrificing ourselves and our families. And in the meantime, you talk to parents about why you have to take this crappy road. Because up until this strike they mostly didn't care about the state of education, but god forbid you didn't run a Sports Day. Then suddenly they wanted to know what the hell was going on. Keep the conversation going in schools. Attend your PAC meetings and stop enabling this govt to underfund and overwork the system. And still get paid!ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:20 AM I am very excited at the prospect of returning to my beloved job on Friday. However I will NOT continue to put my personal money into my classroom and I will be seriously reconsidering my involvement in extra curriculars. I think we shoot ourselves in the foot with all the unpaid work we so willingly volunteer to do. Delete Reply FCSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:38 PM I heard a rumour last week from a loose lipped government insider that after the 22nd, depending on the outcome of the negotiations the Liberals were going to announce a 3 step process. I was not clear if this was based on 3 steps to resolve the strike (perhaps the 3rd step is legislation??) or 3 steps to overhaul the education system, either way, they will settle it outright. I wish you all luck and all the information that you need to make a sound decision of what you feel is best.ReplyDelete Replies Lisa BurrowsSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:53 PM I have heard similar rumours. On the 23rd, the gov. was planning on introducing a $6000 per year voucher system for 3 choices: an academic or trades program, or something called EducationCanada. Not clear whether their intention was to privatize the public system, de-certify teachers and hire them back under new wage/benefits. Not clear where these rumours originated from. Maybe fear tactics to get teachers to vote yes. In any event, I plan on voting yes. I signed up to be a teacher, not a martyr. This strike has cost us a lot. We need to regain our livelihood and hopefully continue the conversation about class composition. We have at least awakened many people to the issue, and the court case is still an avenue that could eventually improve teaching and learning conditions.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:33 PM I urge all teachers to fight and say NO to this deal. Retired teacher who had to retire because horrendous work conditions. Make me proud. They will not last long if you say NO! I know this is tough, but there is money and I hear that Van City does offer loan at low to 0 %. Banks do allow you to miss a mortgage payment. Go talki to your banker.Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM Will school districts require teachers to make up missed days, as suggested in the media? Will the school calendar be changing to make up for the missed three weeks and if so will we be made aware of those changes PRIOR to the vote? ReplyDelete KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:41 PM "Wages..... We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut." And that is the cost of going on strike!!! There is nothing that can be done about that. You cannot go on strike and put up the raise you want every week to compensate for your time on strike - it doesn't work that way.ReplyDelete Replies Drew StevensonSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:59 AM I believe the missing "..." Suggests that they meant to refer to the losses against inflation since the last wage step increase. Thus this contract does not allow us to recover the buying power lost to inflation since the last non contract or "0%" year. Add those up and compare against the proposed increase and you see that by the end of the contract, we won't be able to afford the same value of goods (loaves of bread, watts of energy, litres of gas) that we could at the end of the last contracts term. It was not a comment about wages that were lost in the strike. Those are really small potatoes when compared to the grinding power of inflation over years and years. The next contract will use this latest for a bench mark so these losses to inflation will grind at all teachers for as long as they teach. A death of a thousand cuts to our ability to afford basic goods and services. Any raise less than inflation is a cut to the value placed on us and on our ability to pay our bills. Delete Reply Ed SSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:09 PM Having lost $20,000 (including summer school wages) as the single income for a family of five is far too much; I will be voting YES to the deal, unless the independently wealthy teachers out there who wish to continue the strike will pay my bills and mortgage for me.ReplyDelete Replies Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:14 PM I feel ya. Yes for meDelete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:18 AM Ed S. With all due respect (and I mean that), how did you lose $20,000 in the strike? Teachers were out 2 weeks (all out) before they were supposed to be in June, and now 3 weeks for the start of school? It is my understanding that teachers don't get paid through the summer months. Please correct me if I'm wrong, wherever I'm wrong. Shouldn't you have been financially alright for the summer months at least? Also all teachers knew this strike had a possibility of extending into the new school year but no one teacher budgeted for this possibility? I'm truly just trying to get a clear picture of where this all stems. NO disrespect intended.Delete BlairSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:12 AM Kelly, not Ed but if you look at the numbers there was the 10% lockout haircut in May/June plus the loss of most of June and the loss of much of September. In our 1 teacher (1 non) household we calculated a $9 K - $10 K loss so far. If you add summer school earnings you can easily make the loss in the $20 k zone. As for budgeting, we budget for the summer, but did not expect the 10% haircut, nor the loss of June/Sept days which completely messed our budgeting calculations. A very good friend (single teaching mother) was crushed by the loss of the June income and is without a penny today.Delete Mr. SmoothSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:35 PM The only one who didn't get a haircut was Jim Iker... and he needs one more than anyone else. What's with that over-coiffed 70"s mullet Jim? Does wonders for the BCTF brand image!Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:55 PM Jim's hair is not open for discussion in a respectful space like this. As for his salary, he is a teacher who does not get paid when we are on strike.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:04 PM Totally agree!Delete Reply Mr. GSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:24 PM If I thought they could do any better I would agree with voting NO, but you have to be realistic. The BCTF does not use professionals to bargain and always ends up with much less than they promise the membership when asking for a strike vote. While this is not a great deal for teachers, I really think you're fooling yourself if you think it'll get any better.ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:02 AM BCTF needs to be replaced with younger more adept representatives and advocates. Also, we should be hiring professional contract negotiators - you don't go into battle with cut throat corporate types with a wooden knife. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:37 PM This is BAD deal! Say NO to it and show those (expletives) that we will not take it anymore! Come on! Show them that teachers have a spine! They will respect us, oddly!Delete Reply retaSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:51 PM I agree with Richard. Those in the public that are uniformed would be furious, and there are many teachers who just can't afford to use their wages as their voice any longer - too much has already been donated to the government. In my opinion, the deal is pretty lame. I am sitting on the fence.ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:24 AM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:26 AM So true!!! I cannot afford to fight this battle for public education any longer. Why is this my personal and professional obligation??? However I think this deal is weak weak weak. I also think its the best we are going to get. Ideologically I'm on the fence but my wallet will vote YES.Delete Reply SirThinksToo MuchSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:54 PM My wife and I will be voting "Yes" on Thursday for it is the middle path. The easy path would have been for us to go back to school with E-80 & E-81 over our heads. The difficult path would be for us to vote "No" and put our mortgage at risk and having to continue asking retired parents for handouts to feed a family with three kids. The middle path is the wisest choice for us considering the current political climate in which those who do not teach are the quickest to judge it harshly.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:41 PM I understand that this is really tough for you! I almost died teaching a few month ago. I had to quit. Please consider holding on and say no. Remember the short loss in salary will be offset in the LONG-RUn by better salary increase. This is a joke! They will be laughing at you even more if we accept this. This is a very bad deal! However, I do respect your position!Delete Reply DaleSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:16 AM Why would classroom conditions be better on October 9th after being legislated back? We have been outplayed because of our stubborn refusal to outdated, tired old tactics. It is because of these actions that have led us to this terrible deal. Time to reset, regroup and stock up for the long haul. Can't do it if half the members commit hara kiri on themselves. We are a union of professionals not a cult. ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:49 AM Could not agree more.Delete schreck!September 17, 2014 at 9:44 AM Could you please advise which tactics you believe could have been used to secure a superior deal?Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:47 AM Full disclosure: I'm a BC Liberal supporter. The only people who would benefit from a NO vote are the BC Liberals. Teachers would be bargaining with no leverage whatsoever and would be viewed by a large segment of the population as unreasonable. The BC Liberals then get portray themselves as the only party capable of dealing with the BCTF. schreck! says that the BCTF has the government on the ropes, but he couldn't be farther from the truth. The government wants people to view the BCTF as their primary opponent. Disputes like this just shore up the BC Liberal base and protect its right flank. Any half-baked recall campaign will only reinforce that. It's true teachers aren't going to recoup the lost wages from the strike. I would suggest to you that that means this job action was probably not in teachers' interests, especially without any sort of appreciable strike fund. This is the best deal teachers were ever going to get with this government and people should have been able to recognize that in June. If you want my advice (which you probably don't), it would be to spend the next 5 years building up a strike fund, electing better leaders, and hiring a professional negotiating team. Don't bring a knife to a gunfight and expect things to go well. Focus on getting the best deal you can from whoever the government is rather than trying to change the government, the HST, Kinder Morgan or a thousand different issues that distract from education and erode the union's finances further. You'd be doing yourself a favour, and probably doing the NDP a favour at the same time. Also, if schreck! is David Schreck, you can thank his opposition to STV for the last two BC Liberal majorities. I know I do.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:11 PM One step would be to stop making political contributions to the NDP. This only contributes to the childish animosity and lack of trust that has constantly characterized negotiations. How else can the Socreds/Liberals view teachers except as enemies when they so publicly support their opponents. This stupid confrontational immature approach has to STOP!!!!! Education should not be a political fight when it is so obviously a valuable benefit to our society. It was an NDP government that legislated teachers back to work in 1993. Stop making education a political fight.Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:10 PM I don't think they have to go that far. CUPE and the Nurses still contribute to the NDP yet they don't have the same acrimonious relationship. CUPE and the Nurses just make their members their priority, and broader advocacy second.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:55 PM Ryan (possibly a Liberal paid commenter), with all due respect, I disagree with you. The cumulative increase in lieu of this will be better. Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can. I say to Iker, ask for 6% over 3 years because these people love to play the 15% over 15 year game to make it so big on the surface. Some people think that this is 15% every year. Believe me! I have seen it in comment sections. Others believe that the 15% is too high not understanding that they must divide things over the duration of the contract. It is time that we play it smarter. It is time to put the foot down and ask for money given to us by other unions, if it is needed. Banks can accept one late mortgage payment. It would be suicidal for them to not help. Imagine the possible damage if that ever leaks out. They could lose a lot in teacher money. I for one would pull my money out of a bank in support! Teachers are going to show this government that we have a spine! Enough is enough! Aren't you tired of being treated like kids? (Retired teacher who almost died in a car accident because of work conditions that were horrendous. I had to quit.)Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 AM Not paid by the BC Liberals. I pay them actually... :/ I imagine astroturfers of any affiliation wouldn't disclose their bias. "Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can." How did that work in May 2013? If the teachers reject a contract that their own union endorsed, it will make teachers seem unreasonable. Whether that perception is true or fair is irrelevant. It's what will happen, and teachers will be weaker as a result. Take my advice. Build up a strike fund and focus on the internal governance of the BCTF for the next 6 years. You'll be better off for it. Or not. I don't mind you or others making it easier for the party I support to get elected. I'd just rather not see kids and teachers hurt in the process.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:37 AM Ah! The "don't-hurt-kids" card, hey, when you have underfunded education for 12 years! WOW! That takes the cake! Are your trolling? Oh! You are serious? :) Would you be surprised if I don't follow your advice, considering your lack of logic? Would you be surprised if others don't follow your advice? It is ttue that bullies like you and your ilks love to show who is the boss, who is the teacher now! I suspect that is at the root of the problem! No one wants to fail in school! No one wants to get the strap! Sad that today's teachers don't like it too! But, who cares, we are ... teachers! We deserve it! BAH! BAH! BAH!Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:22 PM That's fine. I look forward to another 16 years of BC Liberal government.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:41 PM 16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate! Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan! Sociopaths do that!Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 9:35 AM "16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate!" 16 years of our opponents still don't understand why they lost. Like I said, that's fine with me. If I said the Liberals would be in power for at least another 13 years back in 2004 you probably would have laughed too. Heck, if I told you on May 13 last year that the BC Liberals would be reelected on May 14 you'd probably have laughed too. And you were wrong. Why is that? Answer that question if you want the NDP to win the next election. Without a correct answer to it, the NDP's cause is hopeless. "Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan!" You feel they are flawed, and that's fine. I don't go around calling people who disagree with me sociopaths, nor do I accuse them of being paid shills. But I also don't feel much need to address your ad hominems. There are logical arguments to support your position, but argumentum ad hominem is not one of them. It's a textbook logical fallacy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 1:15 PM Ah! Now I get it! It is all ego-based! You think because you voted the winning party that you are a winner and we are losers! You think because you predicted that the Liberals would win, you are winner. That does not make YOU a winner or the Liberals! It is called DEMOGRAPHICS, you expletives. The baby boomers are getting old and because they have more assets and won't make a whole lot more for too long, they need to vote a govn't who is going to do just that! It is not rocket science! WOW! You think you are so superior when your party stole an election with 47% of the popular vote. That's not a majority and your party should not have been elected. BTW, did you delete from your ethical memory the words Ethnic voting scandal? The field is slanted and you know it. However, you are so willing to minimize, forget the scams and bad fairplay tactics like a sociopath is allowed to minimize or ignore his or victims emotions that you don't see that you are the loser, we are the victim of your constant bullying. 1% wage increases after years of 0% increases and you can justify that when Yahoo reports that the average Canadian can hope to get 2.5% this and next year: https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html You Liberals behave like fascists, but we can't call you that because that's not allowed! Well! Guess what? It is and you are. Live with it! You keep on dreaming you are a genius! :) I am retired, getting soon a nice pension, and laughing at you from a beach somewhere! AHAHA! Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 2:14 PM What's with the name calling Peter? For someone claiming to be retired you really don't show the wisdom of age. For someone who talks about logic, you use logical fallacies like ad hominems a lot too. It's a fair point that the BC Liberals didn't get a majority of the vote (and I'm a very big supporter of electoral reform). The BC Liberals + Conservatives did though, and I don't think it's realistic to expect the BC Conservatives to have been more generous had they been part of government. Last time I checked I just voted. I didn't "victimize" anyone. Perhaps your rage is misplaced. If you think the election was "stolen" I'm afraid I have to question your grasp on reality though. "Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?" I'm glad you'll have a pleasant retirement Peter. I have no ill will towards you. I'm not sure why you think I do. I'm not saying people were *right* to vote BC Liberal. That's a matter of opinion. All I'm saying is people *did* vote BC Liberal. More voted BC Liberal than BC NDP for the last 5 elections in a row actually. You need to understand why that happened in order to change it for the next election. Clearly you're not interested in that though. Which is fair enough. Just remember next time you're upset about something the BC Liberals do that your lack of interest is part of why the BC Liberals get elected at all.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 3:23 PM I love your culture --or the lack of thereof! Guess what, stop thinking averybody is white and must follow your little rules. Namecalling? Sociopath? Whaaaat? And, what if you are? Still can't call you that? :) You fascist right-wingers are big on censorship! I just don't like you giving us lessons on how to get the NDP in. As stated, people are voting right of the NDP because it is a matter of demographics and a little ethnic vote buying on the side. The rest is mumbo jombo. Yes, of course, they will have to go on strike in the future and yes they will have to build a strike fund. The Liberals stole that from the BCTF too! And, you wonder why I don't have any respect for them? Yes, electoral reform is needed! We agree!Delete Reply JJ GeorgeSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:46 AM As a parent, I support the teachers and respect whether they choose to vote yes or no. However I noticed a discrepancy here from other information I've read regarding prep time for elementary teachers. Here it states minimal improvement to prep time - only 10 minutes per week being added. Elsewhere I read that it is 100 minutes per week for prep, increasing by an additional 10 minutes in the final year. That is a significant difference, and worth noting. Or have I completely misunderstood?ReplyDelete Replies Anne-MarieSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:59 AM Elementary teachers currently have 90 minutes of preparation time per week so an increase to 100 minutes per week is only gaining 10 minutes. In other provinces and some private schools they have as much as 45 minutes of prep time per day.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:56 PM Thank you for inquiring!Delete DW ZSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:57 PM You're right JJ George. There is a significant difference around the province regarding preparation times. In my district elementary teachers currently get 100 minutes of prep time. This new proposal is useless to me. I'll have to wait 6 years to gain an extra 10 minutes. Delete Reply UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:11 AM Almost nobody gets cost of living adjustments. Also inflation is NOT 2%. Do some research and look at the CPI for BC over the last 24 months. The average over the last 2 years is 0.7%, not 2%. The CPI changes every month so you cant just look at the highest month and declare that THE inflation rate. Check out the 12 month averages document for the actual numbers. http://www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/StatisticsBySubject/Economy/ConsumerPriceIndex.aspx All that being said I support the teachers. if you think this is a bad deal as a parent my dream would be for the teachers to vote no but continue bargaining because I do think the kids need to be in school and I do fear that the teachers will lose all support if the strike continues. All I ask as a parent is that you do your own research and try not to be swayed by all the opinions. ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:01 AM Inflation for August was 2.1% (http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/economy/cpi-report-expected-to-reveal-rise-in-canadas-core-inflation-rate/article20593943/). The CPI is a year-over-year calculation.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:43 AM Inflation should be looked at as a yearly average, not an individual month.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:34 PM The lawyers do not believe we have compromised our court deal. Our leadership would not have sold us out. We dodged a bullet. The Premier had something loaded even if we are not sure what it was. The idea that we could simply return to work is not guaranteed. I think a no vote could easily lead to the Liberals locking us out again because the Premier wants to crush us and she will use any excuse. She did not want to take the advice of her people and do this deal. I am certain a plan for drastic action (where we have to take the concessions they had planned) or worse - was in place. We can't guarantee the press will do any better job explaining the complexities should we say no. They rarely sided with us in markets outside of Vancouver where people are more political and they often misled or allowed others to mislead. They are not helping and would sensationalize. This would see dissolution of support very quickly - especially if we asked for wages. (Though admittedly it angers me that we can't ask for wages without being accused of being greedy when that is what most bargaining units do). But we have argued this is about kids and while this is not ideal - it is better to have teachers than not. The deal does suck in that it does not bring us to par - but this fight needs to be won with a strategy that is political and capacity will do that in another round. We have some support - but it is limited to the choir. We need to have the pews too. We need to build that capacity while working and continue to find allies because the fight is bigger than most people want to consider. This is about ideology and about privatization. Education always was political but never more so than now and we have to fight this party or the conservatives who would do the same or worse. No teacher who is responsible can ignore the politics any longer. That is simply the truth. If you work in the system you better get informed and you better be prepared to fight until retirement for the system. That said, I want to ask the same question others are asking: Why is this the job of 42,000 teachers and not the job of all citizens who want equality to fight for this right? It is time (while the conversation is still on-going and up to and including election night) for us to guide the public where we can but mainly play our part by not propping the system up. Make poverty known. Make noise about shortfalls, ask questions (in the media or in board offices ) about who is going to fix it instead of paying ourselves, volunteer some but wait for the pubic to step up so they see what schools lack. I hate the deal too. But I trust Vince Ready and Iker and I don't think we could have done better right now. I think we dodged a bullet because I have read everything this government has put out and followed the trail. They plan to privatize and they are just looking for the route. Voting YES for now does not mean we are giving up. It does not mean a win in the way we wanted but we have won a battle that will lead to us winning the war. If we don't rest up and stock up we might not get there.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:57 PM Well, if it is bigger than just this battle, then we will need ALL the unions to strike if they do indeed use drastic (draconian) measures. I say it is time for ALL of the unions to call a general strike. I guarantee that they will not like that one bit. What will they do then? Call the army? :) People in Europe, at the end of the 19th century stood up in mines. General strikes do occur in Europe and have. If you think you had it tough, think of them who stood tall for US in tougher times and conditions. Make sacrifices. Sell furniture. Tutor on the side. Ask for the BCTF money. Ask your banker to help. As friends and relatives. If we say NO, it won't last long. If they legislate us back, let's call a general province-wide strike of all unions. Delete Reply Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:47 AM Between CC's smug smile as she celebrates slaughtered teachers and Jim Iker's goofy grin - seemingly unaware that he has been a willing puppet, I am thoroughly disgusted. Over the next 5 years, teachers will be in an increasingly bad situation financially, classrooms will continue to be too large and complex with increasing medical, social and environmental issues impacting academic delivery. It could not be less obvious that things will continue to worsen. The Liberals have ensured that BC is rapidly becoming the Canadian Monaco for rich off shore interests and wealthy corporations. Soon the underpaid "workers" will have to be bussed in daily to Vancouver - Asian style. The only recourse is to move to just about any other province and bring in up to $100,000 more over the six years with much less cost of living. So we are bailing, encouraged by friends who have gotten positions in Manitoba and Alberta. My colleagues and I discovered through contacting several school boards across Canada that specialist (special needs and behavioural) and secondary science teachers are in particular demand. I want to work in a professional, respectful environment where the needs of all children are considered a priority and where I feel inspired to do my best. However, I want my vote to reflect the wishes of teachers who will be here over the next 6 (5) years, so very much appreciate your blog and opportunity to read the comments.ReplyDelete Bert SlaterSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:11 AM To vote YES will throw away 12 years of effort, and 2 victories in BC Supreme Court. To vote YES will be to snatch defeat from the jaws of victory. If you vote YES what bargaining power do you think you will have - the government will do nothing, and then what do you think you will do - take job action? PLEASE VOTE NO.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:59 PM Time to show you have a spine!Delete Reply RodSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:06 AM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Cool HandSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 AM Wouldn't a 'No' vote be a vote of no confidence in the BCTF itself?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:02 AM Not at all. It is just a message to the leadership we need to do better. The strength of the union is the members, and we support the leadership by giving them direction through democratic means.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:40 PM I disagree. How else can a recommendation by the EC to vote yes be interpreted? Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:00 PM I am sure people will interpret this both ways, but it is a vote. If it is supposed to be a "Yes", because it might be interpreted one way, then why bother having a vote?Delete Kate TSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:07 AM Yes , it would be. I don't think we could come out much better than this with this government. How will a No obtain that? Christy will be happy, she can declare the BCTF gone and roll out her plan to privatize. Delete Reply David DeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:06 AM A no vote would be a rejection of a the court victories defied by the government and an inadequate deal containing some vague promises that won't meet the needs of teachers or students on class size and other important issues.In Ontario elementary teachers get 200 minutes of prep time per 5 day cycle. I know there is financial hardship, but the union has received close to $2 million in donations from other unions; is there no way of accessing hardship funds? At minimum, vote no and return to work on work to rule with various strike options.ReplyDelete Erica JonesSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:25 AM This article actually makes me so mad. It is NOT better for the kids that they have missed almost all of june and all of september. This is what you signed up for in BC as a teacher. Get on board or GET OUT.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:20 PM Is this really what teachers signed up for? At my high school, each class has about 30 kids, with an average of 17 kids per classroom with an identified learning disability. Our district says that there should be no more than 4 kids per classroom.. How do you expect non-specialist teachers to help each student when over half of them require more resources because of a learning disability? Furthermore, are you generalizing the "better-ness" to all the kids in BC? Because I don't think that it would be better if kids went back considering the learning environment isn't up to par. There are barely any Education Assistants, and support teachers for the multitude of children who need them. While I recognize and appreciate your enthusiasm for education, please realize that the public school system isn't a daycare. Also, please think about your words and the learning environment prior to speaking out. By the way, we're not an autocracy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:08 PM I can understand your frustration! Understand mine! I almost died at 7:30 pm one night returning from teaching a FI split class with several students who did not get enough support or no support at all. The principal expressed to me that he expected me to teach 2 different social studies programs and 2 different science programs. ANYONE I talked to knows that this is impossible to do, especially in French Immersion when kids get no support at home and books are often too hard for students to read. I had to quit my job. I did it for me and did it for the kids. I was like a surgeon who is asked to operate on 5 patients with an old scalpel with 2 inexperienced nurses. Predictably, 4 patients would die and I would be reprimanded! Teachers are put in terrible conditions and kids too. I hope you have the openmind to consider the reality of this honest personal anecdote. I also wish you to understand that this is likely not an isolated incident. What will it take? A kid to commit suicide because he or she is not getitng enough support?Delete Reply hilarySeptember 17, 2014 at 10:29 AM It is incorrect to equate lost funding with what the teachers would have received in grievances. The two are not equivalent. The starting position of the BCTF was $225M, so they never expected $3B to resolve grievances. I'm also interested to know where you get your figures on overcrowded classrooms. A recent Globe and Mail article says that classrooms are, on average, smaller than the caps set in 2002.ReplyDelete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:36 AM The signing bonus should be roughly $2500 each: 105 million divided by 41 thousand.ReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:53 AM It is not that simple. The $105 million is to be allocated by the union. The term "signing bonus" has been crossed off on the signed document. Some of that money may be used to pay union debts. Don't know this but clarification would be useful.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:16 PM Just quoting from the CBC news website, "And finally there are details of $105-million fund to settle grievances stemming from the ongoing court case. The BCTF says that money will be given out as a signing bonus, with specific amount yet to be determined."Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:34 AM I think it would be smart to put at least part of it into your strike fund.Delete Reply WheelsSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:55 AM If the money is used as a signing bonus, it should be based on FTEReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:12 PM Yes I am sure it will be based on FTE. The question is how much of the $105 Million is actually distributed. This is up to the union, and I am told that it is yet to be decided.Delete GuruSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:44 PM And don't forget all the retired teachers who are entitled to a share of it.Delete Reply Geoff OrmeSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:18 PM In another discussion of this someone suggested that under BC Labour Law a no vote means rejection of the proposed deal, and that means the strike continues until either: - the union in question elects to stand down - another tentative deal is presented or - the government imposes a legislated contract. I think the last of these is the most likely, and I believe the legislated contract would be draconian and brutal. What do you think, Tara? Also, I would appreciate your thoughts on Sandy Garossino's comments at https://storify.com/Garossino/should-teachers-accept-the-contractReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:14 PM If this is so, in a few month (likely a couple of years), teachers will win so much more with a Supreme Court judgment! It is possible that the Liberals know that the higher courts are stacked by Liberal judges (that is what happen when judges are chosen, not elected). In any case, a negative settlement (or not a great judgment) will galvinize the public to reform the way the Supreme court judges are being chosen. I doubt that any govn't will want that to happen. A legislated contract will make the LIbs look like sociopaths and dictators.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:47 PM Peter I think you are expecting far too much from the public, many of whom are only paying attention to this matter due to kids being home from school. The public are not remotely this savvy on the political process.Delete Reply IslanderSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:09 PM I am a continuing education teacher. We have it even worse and we are not listened to enough about our poor conditions. Those include no prep time (and we do have to mark and do report cards many times a year sometimes and commonly for 30 students in a class), travelling to different schools with no compensation, and having next to no breaks in between 3 hour classes. I worked for two years with no lunch break and taught 6 hours straight (just 15 min. breaks) to be told, "don't complain since there are others who will do it". We then got 15 min. breaks in between classes. Most of our students are wealthy immigrants, many who try to stay in classes as long as possible since the classes are free. After spending a year in Germany, I realize how better organized it is where the immigrants pay to learn the language on a sliding scale, and have to pay for a student book as well for each class. We do not even have text books, but photocopy so much at tax payers' expense. This is not right. I then teach summer school since we were not on a 12 month continual salary and most of those students are also immigrants (at least 75%). This is also free and it is becoming so common and the new immigrants know this is free babysitting and tutoring. I think one main problem is that we have so many new immigrants in our classes who need ESL like this article states about our inclusion style of education nowadays: http://www.vancouversun.com/life/Shelley+Fralic+trouble+with+schools/10203596/story.html I am honored to be teaching and like my job, but it does get exhausting especially since I need two or three jobs to pay the mortgage that I now no longer have.. back to renting since it all I can afford in this city that has become so expensive. And many don't realize that it is very very difficult to get to full time work as a teacher here. There was a formula that made it take about 10 years to get to f/t (now finally changed). I have been without pay for 3 months, and now had to finally rent a place in anticipation of returning to work, so I have to vote "yes", but please keep the comments coming for what alternatives we have. Maybe we have to just educate the public in a better way than picketing; maybe get out and walk around malls and talk to people and hand out pamphlets on how this liberal government is hurting this. Most Asians (probably just the new who are from such a different system) are already against the teachers since they do not seem to understand what is going on. http://www.vancouversun.com/Business/asia-pacific/Chuck+Chiang+Many+Asian+families+place+blame/10202757/story.htmlReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:17 PM First of all, myn thoughts are with you! I think your ideas about using different strategies is smart. Picketing is not a very good strategy to let people know about things. I think using the membership to flood media comment sections would be more effective. Going to talk to the public might be a good idea along with this, I think. Phone the BCTF and ask for support.Delete Reply Marsha HolleySeptember 17, 2014 at 1:36 PM A teachers wife Vote no you have come to far to back down. It is a -----Y DEAL. ReplyDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:45 PM Ask yourself WHY teachers cannot get 1/2 of the average increase in salary of the private sector? (The Libs will tell you because there are sooooooo many teachers, but I also hear that there are provinces where there is a need for teachers!) TORONTO - A new study says that Canadians, on average, can expect about the same size salary increase next year as in 2014. Human resources consultants Pal Benefits says a survey of 401 organizations, mainly in Ontario, Alberta and British Columbia, projected salary increase for 2015 at an average of 2.79 per cent. That was almost unchanged from the 2.74 per cent average increase projected in last year's survey. Meanwhile, in addition to the average salary increase remaining relatively steady year over year, the survey found that the percentage of employers who plan to freeze salaries appears to have stabilized at eight per cent —in the same percentages as was projected in 2014. Breaking down the numbers further, the survey found the average salary increase anticipated in the engineering, financial services and high technology sectors was three per cent. That compared with an average of 2.5 per cent on the low end for organizations in durable manufacturing. https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.htmlReplyDelete "Mama Rose"September 17, 2014 at 9:12 PM I used to agree with you, Tara, and appreciate you bringing these items to your blog to get us all thinking. But after a very long night and day of research and discussion, I realize I will be voting yes tomorrow. Here is why: I don't care about salary or benefit increases. That is not why I went on strike. I don't care if this tentative deal is not good for teachers. That's not why I went on strike either. For me, the single most important issue is class size and composition. I want to work in a classroom where I have enough time and resources available to me to adequately help all the students I teach. And while it is true that this tentative deal will not change anything in the classrooms right now (or at least most of our classrooms), I realized that we couldn't actually make changes in that area because the issues of cs and c is before the courts. When I made that connection and realized that this round of bargaining was really about a "good enough" agreement regarding wages, then the deal seems, well... good enough. BUT, the best part, is the language the BCTF legal team made around the furture court decision (the re-opener). They have it in writing that if we win the court case (which is likely) and when we have to start bargaining class size and comp again (that is exactly what Justice Susan Griffin said we would have to do) we will be STARTING from the 2002 levels. To make this simple to understand, I explained it to my friends using a number line. With this new language, the BCTF starts the next round of bargaining at say a 50. The government will want us to go to 10 or 15, and we'll compromise and end up maybe 25. But WITHOUT that language, we would have started bargaining at a 10 and only gone down from there. So I do believe it is the best deal possible, it still factors in the biggest issue (from my perspective), we do not lose the important gains of the past, and most importantly, everyone gets to go back to school.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 PM Mam Rose, I appreciate your point of view and your courage. However, let me point out to you and the readers that a decision at the BC supreme court might not turn out the way teachers anticipate. We all know that judges are appointed and who does the appointing? "All justices of the BCSC (including the position of Chief Justice and Associate Chief Justice) are appointed by the federal cabinet, on recommendation of the Minister of Justice. Masters are appointed by the provincial cabinet, on recommendation of the Attorney General in consultation with the Chief Justice." (Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Supreme_Court_of_British_Columbia) Now, I would like to think that all of those people are objective, but they are appointed and we know that there are political appointments. They have a lot of discretion over the laws and judgments. I am willing to bet that the BC Liberals do know this and are betitng the farm (or do they know something we don't know) that the Supreme Courts are stacked against teachers? So, I am not sure if we can count on a WIN if we proceed with the court ruling. I think we would be better to negotiate and negotiate a better deal.Delete Reply retaSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:57 AM Yes...no...yes...no...The last two days have been this. I’ve read so many articles and comments over the past few months and, I can say, I have learned a lot. I know this is not a great deal for teachers right now. I will be voting yes. This is why… 1. The children. Without going into the multiple issues (e.g., grad, post secondary, trades, sports, global education/trips, planned activities, those with varying degrees of special needs, those that need a soft place to land, etc., etc.) the children need to get on with their education. 2. The parents. For many parents, this strike is a financial burden. We do not like to be called baby sitters, but for many living below the poverty line, school is a financial relief. Winter is coming; gas bills will be expensive. 3. Poverty. Remember, BC has the highest child poverty rate in Canada. Schools feed and clothe numerous children. 4. The other systems educators work collaboratively with. MFCD, CYMH, foster parents, group homes, and the multitude of non-profit agencies that support vulnerable children and families are bursting at the seams. We are a part of that team. 5. CUPE. While some have been paid during this strike, that money is coming from districts. It was not provided by the government. And, CUPE is a partner in education - from the bus drivers to the tech dept to custodians to secretaries to EAs and so on. 6. Small Businesses. In our little towns, the school district is the number one employer. There is a direct cause-effect relationship between loss of wage and loss of business. 7. Money. The amount of money that is needed to reverse the erosion of the public education system over numerous years cannot be recouped in one sitting. This agreement is a start. It’s not much but the stage has been set. 8. THE COURT CASE. That is why we were on strike. All the other stuff could have been resolved months ago, but our government was working hard to make the court case go away. Well, it still exists. I consider that the victory. We live to fight another day (as rhetorical as that sounds) AND I hope people actually read the ruling and think critically about how a loss could impact the future of the Charter of Rights, and the power of government to contravene those rights. I am guessing we will vote to ratify as so many fear “what’s next?” from this government. It’s nasty business, and I think legislation would be next. VALUING PUBLIC EDUCATION needs to come from a STRONG, CONSISTENT public voice. If we do ratify the agreement, and those in the profession and public think we've given up, we have not. We’ve been fighting for years. We just haven’t been heard… until now. ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:21 AM I understand your point of view, but sometimes you have to fight to get what you want. This is a VERY bad deal, considering: Other people get on average 2.5% salary increases last year and this year and the next and the rest of us get 1% and must feel happy if we do.? (https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html) THIS DEAL is a horrendously BAD deal for kids/parents as well, of course. We are going to continue to be humiliated and be the laughing stock of many people of this province. After a decade of paycuts, WOW, this is what they are willing to offer! WOW! WOW! WOW!Delete Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:30 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Reply Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:37 PM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:08 PM Let's cross our fingers! I think we need a general strike by all unions if CC legislates teachers back. It is time to put the foot down and tell her and the Liberals that, as in the movie Network,"I am mad as hell and I won't take it anymore!"Delete Reply Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 8:26 PM Needs help on some stats for an online debate Looking for the last 10 or 15 years of contractual salary increases in %. So, 1% for 2001, 0% for 2002,...ReplyDelete Children FirstSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:00 PM Well it's all done now. Really hope the teacher's can find another angle to deal with class size and composition as well as student funding. The government will make sure the coming court case never swings your way no matter what. 2nd most expensive place to live in the the world!!! Wonder why and where the money goes??? ReplyDelete AnonSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 PM I'm an outsider, but have followed closely this whole fiasco and this is a RAW deal. Your union hung you out to dry on this one - taking a really bad deal (clearly no one from the BCTF had rudimentary math skills in their toolbox) and then publicly encouraging to the media that teachers accept the deal....what choice did you have - a no vote would have outraged the public. I could go on and on, but the bottom line, in my opinion, is that your union better get some stronger leaders who are PR and technology savvy. Out with Iker and the rest of those who bargained on your behalf - they just got ......well , we know that happened. Whew, can't even believe how screwed you got, absolutely amazing - nothing meaningful gained in the big picture and only very minor gains for a small group of people, bigger losses for the majority.. Wow - I better stop now. Best of luck. Thanks for all you do for our children. ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ▼  September (9) Reflections on the BC Teacher Strike BC Teacher strike - Lessons learned Response to Sandy Garossino Will the Education Fund improve classroom conditio... Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Class composition: a human rights perspective Class size and composition - a short visual histor... Guest post - I WILL HOLD THE LINE Teachers - let your leadership know it is time to ... ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=33063,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2014 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 26, Number 6, May/June 2014     World music program proves to be a lifesaver  By Susan Croll   “Nothing bad ever comes out of these programs. Why would anyone want to cut any arts programs in schools?’’ said Theo Vincent, drummer, and member of The Boom Booms, an ever-growing popular percussion group in Vancouver. Theo knows about the positive impact arts education can have on a young person. He joined the World Music program started by Valerie Dare, a teacher-librarian, at Britannia Secondary School in East Vancouver when he was just 12 years old. “Valerie Dare and the World Music Program changed my life. It affected me 100% and gave me focus and direction.” Theo explained that he has loved drumming ever since he can remember. The World Music Program and Theo proved to be a perfect match. He attended the after-school program once or twice a week, and because of the great drummers who were guest teachers, learned from some of the best. Theo believes Dare’s ongoing encouragement meant that he stayed in the program throughout his high school years. He even began tutoring younger kids when he was in Grade 10 and continued to do so until a couple of years ago. “I benefited from the program in more than one way. I learned how to teach music to kids and having a job as a high school student was important. We didn’t have a ton of money, so having a job was pretty good, especially considering it was something that I love to do. ” Britannia Secondary is a unique school as it is one of the few true community schools that exist in BC. The Britannia site includes an elementary and secondary school, a shared school and public library, a community centre, a recreation centre, a seniors’ centre, and other critical programs that serve its diverse community. Part of the reason why the World Music program is so successful is due to community partnerships. During the summer of 2000, the Vancouver Music Folk Festival and the Roundhouse Community Centre partnered to organize a two-week summer camp for World Music participants. Theo was part of that camp and the experience for him and the other participants was pivotal. Jabulani, a marimba and African percussion group formed after the summer camp and they even travelled to Cuba. Theo was 16 years old when he went on that trip and he remembers it fondly. “Learning from these musicians was amazing. I was so lucky to be part of it.”  Theo graduated from Templeton Secondary School and continued to tutor and to participate in the World Music program. He says that if it wasn’t for the World Music Program he may not have finished school. “Honestly, I found much of school boring. Music is what kept me going. I don’t know what would have happened without music.” Six years ago, Theo heard that a new group in Vancouver needed a perscussionist so he auditioned and the rest is history. The Boom Booms, while based in East Vancouver, travel far and wide. They played privately for Queen Elizabeth at Balmoral Castle in Scotland. They embarked on a self-funded busking tour of Europe, have played in Cuba, in Hawaii, and throughout the US. They even played during intermission at the Canada-US men’s gold hockey game at the Winter Olympics in Vancouver in 2010. They’ve headlined for both the Vancouver Folk Music Festival and the Vancouver Jazz Festival. Theo’s most memorable trips are to countries where drumming is the heartbeat of the nation. He says that their trip to Brazil was beyond words. They even made an online music and travel documentary of their trip. Theo describes walking into walls of drummers. “There were 50 drummers in a group; the sound and the energy was incredible.” The Boom Booms are a musical group with a social conscience. “Part of what we try to do is become aware of what’s going on while on our trips. We went to Bel Monte in Brazil, where the government is trying to build a dam. The indigenous people who live where the proposed dam is to be built are very unhappy. They believe the dam will destroy the river and the surrounding land. The dam doesn’t make sense. I think it is a money grab.” The Boom Booms travelled to Haiti after the earthquake. “I did not think I would ever see such deep poverty as I saw in the favelas in Brazil. Haiti was even worse. You cannot imagine it until you see it. Tens of thousands of people living in less than shacks.” The group also give back to their own community. For the past few years, they have organized their famous block parties in East Vancouver and have donated thousands of dollars to local organizations like the Environmental Youth Alliance, CLICK (Contributing to Lives of Inner City Youth), and The Music Tree. Because of its great success, this year’s block party will be held at Strathcona Park in East Van instead of the usual street venue. “I don’t know what I’d be doing if it wasn’t for my teacher, Valerie Dare and the World Music Program. I might be doing construction, but I know I wouldn’t be as happy as I am. Doesn’t this govern­ment know that arts programs save kids lives? We’re worth it, you know.” Check out the The Boom Booms’ website at http://theboombooms.com  Susan Croll, Editor, Teacher newsmagazine   Visit the BC Music Educators’ Association website: http://bctf.ca/bcmea    Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=21871,BCTF News Releases  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources   For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development News Release Archives 2014  2013  2012    2011 2010  2009  2008 2007  2006  Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2011 Archives     BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  January 13, 2011 Kindergarten and high school classes are larger now than any time in the last five years  Today the Ministry of Education issued a news release misleadingly headlined: “New report shows classes still smaller.” Nothing could be further from the truth. “This release offers nothing more than numbers taken entirely out of context. It’s highly manipulative of statistics that have a real impact in terms of children’s learning conditions across BC,” said BCTF President Susan Lambert. “In Vancouver, some schools are reporting up to 30% of classes in violation of the government’s own legislated class size and composition limits. In Langley, 735 out of 2,352 classes are either over 30 and/or have three or more students with special needs. In other words, about 31% of all Langley classes are in violation of the limits.” The ministry reports that 3,627 classes have more than 30 students, but it fails to report that this is an increase of 12.3% over last year’s total of 3,229 oversized classes (see charts below). The average class sizes both at the Kindergarten level and in secondary schools have gone up: This year the average Kindergarten class size is 18.3 students, up from 17.8 last year. This year the average size of classes in Grades 8 through 12 is 25.1, up from 24.8 last year. Lambert noted that, in fact, the Kindergarten and secondary school class sizes are higher now than at any time in the last five years.  Perhaps more distressing news to teachers and parents will be the dramatic increase in the number of classes with more than three students with special needs. The legislation stipulates that no class should have more than three students whose special needs require them to have an Individual Education Plan. However, this year’s report shows that 12,240 classes have four or more students with IEPs. This represents 18.9% of all classes in the province. “How can these numbers possibly justify that headline?” Lambert asked. “It’s extremely distressing to see the ministry spinning a story that is so fundamentally at odds with the difficult reality in large and complex classroom situations throughout BC.” Lambert called on the provincial government to restore the class size and composition limits that were stripped from the teachers’ collective agreement and to rehire the roughly 1,300 learning specialist teachers lost to the system. Province-wide class-size averages   Kindergarten  Grade 1–3  Grade 4–7  Grade 8–12  2010–11 18.3 20.7 25.9 25.1 2009–10 17.8 20.7 26.0 24.8 2008–09 17.7 20.6 25.8 24.4 2007–08 17.4 20.4 25.8 24.4 2006–07 17.5 20.3 25.8 24.4 2005–06 17.7 20.8 26.3 25.0  Provincial class-size and composition data   Classes having   more than  three students with IEPs  % of total classes in BC   Classes having more than 30 students  % of total classes in BC  Total number of classes BC-wide  2010–11 12,240 18.9 3,627 5.6 64,909 2009–10 11,959 17.7 3,229 4.8 67,473 2008–09 10,985 16.1 3,336 4.9 68,357 2007–08 10,313 15.0 3,179 4.6 68,693 2006–07 9,559 13.9 3,257 4.7 68,665 2005–06 10,942 16.2 9,253 13.7 67,499 Source: Ministry of Education website: www.bced.gov.bc.ca/reporting/  -  30  - For more information, contact Nancy Knickerbocker, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell). Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/11/corporate-advertising-in-public-schools.html?showComment=1353428340355,Staffroom Confidential: Corporate advertising in public schools Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Thursday, November 15, 2012 Corporate advertising in public schools I noticed in the news this week that a debate is taking place in Alberta over the consideration of selling naming rights to companies for school facilities and classrooms. The administration at the Calgary Board claims the funds are necessary to create classrooms that provide hands-on learning in technology education. (http://metronews.ca/news/calgary/428011/trustee-wants-corporate-sponsorship-in-cbe-schools-put-to-public-survey/) Thankfully, the NDP education critic, David Eggan, has opposed this measure - so someone is speaking up to keep corporate ads out of schools. Advertising in schools is extremely problematic on a number of levels. First, schools are public spaces that should serve the public interest, not corporate interests. Additionally, allowing advertising in schools can pervert a school's primary function - teaching and learning. Choices should always be made based on pedagogy, but when free materials or free equipment is offered, school administrators feel pressured, particularly when budgets are slim. Already, schools are full of advertising - on score boards in gymnasiums, on the Coke machines in the hallways, in the resources provided free of change to teachers (such as materials on loans and credit from VISA and videos on puberty from KOTEX). But children and teenagers are such a lucrative market that corporations and businesses want more. Here in BC a crafty entrepreneur has developed "Chatter High". It is a web site where teens answer quiz questions about companies and non-profit institutions and can use points to win prizes. To find the answer, they use a "hint" which tells them how to go to the company web site. So a student might spend ten or twenty minutes searching web sites to find the answers to get the points to win the prizes. Chatter High sells the rights to be on their service to local Victoria businesses. If you go into the Victoria airport, you will see giant billboards advertising to local businesses how they can purchase this service (see photos above). In the schools, daily announcements invite teens to sign on to Chatter High so they don't miss out on the prizes. I signed up for Chatter High, wondering if I would see Camosun College and UVic, but on my first visit the only educational institute was Sprott Shaw College, and the prizes were for local spas. Hardly the kind of thorough and useful information a student might want or need as part of their career development education. In essence, this profit making service is filtering what information is being marketed to students using school property and resources including the announcement system and the computer labs. They are making a business of selling access to students in schools. In an interview with the Saanich News, school Principal Judy Harrison had this to say to defend the use of this commercial product at Spectrum Community School: 'Harrison justifies the inclusion of businesses on the site, most which have no clear connection to education, since they’re merely providing incentives for students, such as gift certificates for gas or ferry travel.“I guess we’re all enticed by prizes,” Harrison said. “The (most) time was spent on answering the questions, so that’s where it was consistent.”' (http://www.saanichnews.com/news/159574585.html) Across North America under funded school systems are facing increasing pressure to use advertising and charity to make up budget shortfalls. But these come with a very serious cost. In Seattle, when the Board proposed selling ads in schools, parents reacted strongly: At a community meeting on the issue, one parent said, "Schools should be all about teaching students to make their own choices, not coercing them to buy things they don't need. Schools should not be selling my child as a consumer to corporations."    Another said, "We need less materialism in this country, not more. To 'teach' children that they 'need' unnecessary commercial products is morally wrong. That this is done on commercial television is bad enough. But to do it in a public school is reprehensible."  (http://www.ibiblio.org/commercialfree/commercialism.html) Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 2:50 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 11 comments: AnonymousNovember 16, 2012 at 2:45 PM An interesting quote on their website from Greater Victoria School District Superintendent. ChatterHigh.com is a resource-filled website that offers learning and an inclusive method of much-needed fundraising. Students are learning and exploring relevant resources for post-secondary education and career information. John Gaiptman Superintendent of Schools, School District 61ReplyDelete AnonymousNovember 19, 2012 at 8:32 PM I am the question provider for Camosun College and I have had nothing but positive feedback from all the teachers, counsellors, students, and parents that I have talked to about Chatter High. These quizes are a way for high school students to gain important information about post-secondary and career opportunities. There are numerous options for students after they graduate from high school, and I know that if I had the option to do a short quiz, which helped me learn about college/university, while also having the chance to win a prize and earn money for my school, I would have started thinking about post-secondary at a much earlier age. In addition to that, I have noticed that the competitions foster school spirit as high schools compete against each other for Camosun's $1250, $750, and $500 cash prizes, which we awarded to Spectrum Community School, Claremont Secondary, and Parkland Secondary last year. It is each high school's decision whether they will participate in Chatter High, but I have found that it is an interactive way for youth to get engaged and excited about pursuing higher education. Kind regardsReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeNovember 20, 2012 at 8:19 AM Well, I think it is a sad commentary if "school spirit" has to come through winning prizes on a commercial web site. What about a collective school activity to do something positive for the world or for children or others suffering from malnutrition or war? Chatter high is selective - only those institutions that purchase the service will be shown to teens, so they are getting a restricted view of their options. Public schools should be telling our children all of their options, not just about the ones who will pay for in-school advertising. This system also teaches children to respond to cash prizes rather than their own curiosity about their futures and interests. Everything about it is wrong, in my opinion.Delete Reply AnonymousNovember 20, 2012 at 8:47 AM I am a teacher in the Lower Mainland who has started using ChatterHigh.com has a quick resource for Planning 10. As you may know, Planning 10 has 4 main organizers: Graduation Program and Graduation Transitions, Finance, Health, and Education and Careers. I find the questions posed on this website do align with learning outcomes and it is a fun, easy, independent way for students to "see what's out there". The points/prize system is a motivator but not the sole reason I use the website on occasion. As with anything, if the students and parents register on ChatterHigh, it is optional.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeNovember 20, 2012 at 9:33 AM How is reading this (just copied from my Chatter High account) part of Planning 10? It is an advertisement. "Value $25 One Tooth Activewear (formerly OTFitwear) proudly offers 80% Canadian made, high quality yoga/run/fitness/dance wear. Womens & mens apparel. We are across from Pagliacci's near Fort & Broad St in downtown Victoria. 1006 Broad St. 250-388-7071" Delete AnonymousNovember 20, 2012 at 9:55 AM It's called a prize description, so people know what they are entering for.Delete Reply AnonymousNovember 20, 2012 at 2:36 PM I have taken a number of the quizzes and found that they are very appropriate for Planning 10, providing information about post-secondary programs. The goal, as I see it, is to expand students' knowledge about what is available to them after graduation, and encourage them to pursue their post-secondary dreams. What the writer has failed to understand is that the "businesses" are simply donating prizes. They are not selling anything to the students. I highly doubt that the students would even take the time to find out more about those businesses. Jane Hayhoe Yale SecondaryReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeNovember 20, 2012 at 2:52 PM Some donate prizes, others purchase the service and submit questions, and many of these are private businesses, such as Sprott Shaw College and BC Turkey Farmers. Some information is useful, some is not. All of it is paid advertising. I don't believe the inclusion of some non-profits makes the rest ok. Here is question 1 and 3 from today's quiz: Question 1/10 Shawn has been producing turkeys since 1992. His farm is one of the largest in BC. How many staff does he have on the farm? 1 man farm 3 man farm 10 man farm 15 man farm Click here for a hint and earn 50 points Question 3/10 Island Sexual Health Society provides free condoms to anyone who needs them. How many steps do we list for proper condom use? Ten Seven Fourteen One Click here for a hint and earn 50 pointsDelete Reply FionaNovember 21, 2012 at 3:24 PM I'm disappointed to be reading this about ChatterHigh. To me, it does not appear that the writer has even taken the time to do their research on ChatterHigh. If you had taken the time to actually do the quizzes, you would know that they take perhaps between 5 - 10 mins. in total to complete. When you click on the hint link, it takes you straight to the page where you will find the answer. Not all questions are post education related, some are about health, jobs etc. There are many options for kids after they graduate from school and not all kids are going to go on to post education. All kids need to know what is available to them out there, regardless of how that information is transmitted. ChatterHigh is just another tool to help students with their decisions once they have graduated. Individual schools will never be able to get all of the necessary info. out to students about life after graduation and I for one, am thankful there are other resources to help them. I am a parent of 2 girls that graduated from Spectrum Community School last June and yes, we won both competitions. It was great to see the whole school come together and support their 2012 graduating class in the hopes of winning this money to put on the school's first Dry Grad Event. To me, this is "School Spirit" and I see no difference if they had come together to do something for the community or for their school. They did it collectively and had fun doing it. Being able to enter draws to win some fabulous prizes was a nice bonus, but if you chose not to enter draws, you didn't have too. For our school, it was about winning the competitions, winning prizes was secondary. Is it really any different than the school using announcements to talk about Camosun College, or UVIC than using it to talk about ChatterHigh? I know a few students who changed their or made up their minds about their career paths because of ChatterHigh. Had it not been for ChatterHigh, who knows where these kids might have ended up. When I was doing the quizzes on a daily basis, I learnt a lot of information that I otherwise knew nothing about. On some of the websites, I would minimize the window to go back to the site later to have a look and learn some more and perhaps pass that information on to my kids. Most of our students did their quizzes at home, not using the school's computers. I'm sure lots of kids log on to their Facebook, email or twitter accounts at school, so why not ChatterHigh? At least they would be learning something useful!! Who are you to decide what information is useful and what is not? Isn't that up to the individual user to decide? Do you know for a fact that ChatterHigh is making a profit? Do you know for a fact that ChatterHigh is Corporate Sponsored Advertising? I strongly suggest that you do your research on ChatterHigh before you berate them for trying to do something good for our high school students. On a final note, Spectrum Community School was so impressed with ChatterHigh and the good that they are doing, that we invited this crafty businessman to be our keynote speaker at our 2012 Graduation Ceremony. Keep up the good work ChatterHigh, you are doing great things for our students!!ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeNovember 21, 2012 at 3:33 PM I agree that students should be aware of options for after graduation...that is why we have Planning 10, Graduationa Transitions, and counselling services. Teachers and school counsellors can collect information in an unbiased manner, that truly does provide students with their full range of options. Chatter High only provides information of the businesses who purchase their services.Delete Reply FionaNovember 21, 2012 at 3:57 PM Planning 10 classes all vary from school to school. Taking planning 10 in Grade 10 or in some cases, kids take it in Grade 11, that is a huge time difference between Grade 10 and Grade 12. Kids just want to get the class over and done with as fast as they can. We are talking high school students here, most who can't wait to be done with school and most who don't seek the services of counsellors or other options available to them. Do teachers and schools have all the information and I do mean all, to pass on to kids? At least with ChatterHigh, they actually had to read in order to answer the questions and learnt at the same time. A lot of the kids at our school would never have been made aware of some of the options available to them had it not been for doing their ChatterHigh quizzes. ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ▼  November (6) Technology in school? How much is too much Corporate advertising in public schools Thoughts on parent advocacy and the Moore decision... Technology in a 21st Century Learning Inc world The slow death of special education Attacks on public education are working...where is... ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141006,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2014/09/tentative-agreement-yes-or-no.html?showComment0751410932376836,Staffroom Confidential: Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, September 16, 2014 Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Despite what I know was a herculean effort on the part of our bargaining team, I very much hope that BC teachers will vote no to the tentative agreement. After five weeks of strike, and twelve years of legal battles, this is not the deal that will restore sanity to public education and it is not a fair deal for teachers and students. Just as teachers in Saskatchewan rejected a deal to ensure a better outcome, I hope BC teachers will consider a no vote to let our team know we have to go back to the bargaining table. Class size, composition The agreement provided a modified LIF fund starting at $75 million per year and increasing to $85 by the last year. It is for teachers only, which will mean a slight improvement in Districts where sizeable portions were spent on Education Assistants or senior District staff rather than teachers. However, in an average size District like Victoria (20,000 students, 1,000 teachers), this will translate into about 5-10 more teachers. That is one for every five schools. To put it in comparison, Justice Griffin's judgement estimated the lost funding due to lost class size language at about $330 million in current dollars. (Read more here about the proposed Education Fund.) I heard so many teachers speak up about the need to ensure that we do not return to over-crowded classes when the strike ends. This agreement does very little to alleviate what is the most pressing issue. Throwing away the court victory The agreement provides a "reopener" in the event we win on appeal our class size language. What this means is that the language returns, but is not implemented until new language is negotiated. Without the actual implementation of the returned language, there will be very little incentive for the government to bargain it back. We would essentially be back in the very same position we are in today, with government trying to bargain it out and us trying to bargain it back in. In my opinion, even if we were legislated back to work we would be in a superior position. If we won the appeal the government would then be forced to implement the language. We are thus throwing away our historic court victory and the bargaining pressure it potentially creates. The reopener is really only mildly less offensive than E80. In both cases, we have to bargain back what was illegally taken from our contract and the government will probably never have to restore it. In fact, the "reopener" creates the perfect opportunity for government to lock us out to try and force us to agree to something far inferior. Throwing away the remedy for the last twelve years The agreement provides $105 million to compensate for grievances over-sized classes for the last twelve years. Using Justice Griffin's estimates, our loss is roughly $300 million times 12 = over $3 billion. I cannot fathom how $105 million is a fair compromise. The BCTF's original proposal to put this money back into the system was a more fair and productive approach. This agreement means we can no longer go to the courts for a fair remedy. Wages The agreement is very close to government's original offer. While I would be willing to accept this if the class size language was returned, teachers should not be taking such a significant monetary loss without the commensurate gain in working conditions. We have lost roughly 12% of our annual salary. We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut. Minimal improvements There are very minimal improvements in preparation time for elementary teachers (10 minutes per week), and TTOC daily rate. The TTOC daily rate change may depend on your grid placement. It could actually be a wage loss for long term TTOCs who are above category 5 and step 7. There is also $11 million in health and dental benefits. At 40,000 members, this is $275 each. Hardly worth consideration in the context of the rest of the agreement. What next? There are a variety of options if we vote no. We can continue the strike. We can choose to return to work and continue bargaining. We do not, and should not, accept an agreement that doesn't meet our needs and doesn't meet the needs of students and public education. When Saskatchewan teachers rejected the first deal which had 5.5% wage increases over four years, the second deal had 7.3% increases over four years. They have said this still isn't good enough. For us, our main issue is classroom conditions. We need to say this isn't good enough. The way to do that is to vote no. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 7:48 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 124 comments: Troy MooreSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:17 PM The EC recommendation states the open clause will be argued from restored language. However, selling our grievances for nothing as the 105 million is strike savings, is plenty of reason to vote no. Further, no composition caps, but a fund controlled by Superintendents is enough reason to vote no. Thursday I will vote no.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:06 PM Re-opener also says "education fund" in place until new language bargained, so old language can disappear forever.Delete Reply Mme RousseauSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:33 PM Government starved us to death hoping we'd vote yes to whatever deal they'd offer. Planned it from the start.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:07 PM We can sill choose (collectively) to return to work if we reject this deal. Many options.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:09 PM Great analysis, Tara! I think that returning to work would be a bad idea. This will frustrate parents more if they need to find new ways to deal with taking care fo kids. USe the money given to you by the other unions. I am a teacher who had to quit for stress over the terrible condition of work (split FI grade 4/5, several low LD kids with little support, one severe with no support, 2 gifted (no support), and a principal who expected me to teach 2 separate social studies AND science programs)Delete Reply Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:56 PM Good points by all but the gov't succeeded in starving my family out and completly breaking us. I will be voting YES and live to fight another dayReplyDelete Replies schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:21 PM 'Fight another day'? In the last twelve years that we have been pushing back against this government, never has the tide tide been so much with teachers, class size/composition, and public education - and never has the government been pushed back onto the ropes (especially with the call for binding arbitration). What 'other day' is being proposed that we wait for? Now is the time. Vote 'no' and give the BCTF bargaining team a renewed mandate to get a decent deal for students and teachers.Delete Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:10 PM "Another day" means to wake up and realize that 2more weeks means my family of 5 could lose our home. It means I will do all I can to recall Cc, Factbender, and other mla's, and maybe even having "a guy I know" have a chat with them. In year 1 of their reign, I don't believe they even know what "the ropes" are. I will vote YES ...for my family, and I can live with thatDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:12 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply Karen FergusonSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:03 PM Just a question: When the Saskatchewan teachers voted no, had they already been on strike for 5 weeks?ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM No. They are working with no contract. They are not on strike.Delete Shannon DavisSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:23 AM I am a Saskatchewan teacher. We are not on strike; we are currently in the conciliation process after voting "no" to 2 previous offersDelete Reply "Mama Rose"September 16, 2014 at 9:27 PM Can we truly return to work without agreeing and continue bargaining? When I suggested returning to work a few weeks ago, the answer was "being on strike puts pressure on the gov't and without pressure they have no reason to settle." And can you explain more how legislating us back would be better than agreeing to this deal? And finally, why would the BCTF executive put forward a deal that was not a good one?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:30 PM Because they need confirmation of the resolve of the membership to get something better. That is what a no vote does.Delete Reply Troylana MSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:28 PM some great points to ponder, tara......thinking thinking....ReplyDelete schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:43 PM If we vote 'no' to the tentative deal we still have options: We'd not have a contract. But we could... a) strike with full picket lines b) partially strike with phase 1 (work-to-rule) in schools c) partially strike with periodic/rotating job action d) continue negotiating e) return to work and re-escalate strike f) some/all of the above ReplyDelete Replies Caroline MackenzieSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:21 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:14 PM a) will expedite matters (I say less that 3 days)Delete Reply danabjornsonSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:05 PM I am thinking that a legislated, crappier contract would only be in effect for 2 years max (before elections...). If we take this offer, then we will be agreeing to this pseudo-E80. Should we win the court case (which we likely will), we will have to settle on the terms of the THIS negotiated contract which doesn't actually restore learning conditions; it simply allows for those conditions to be negotiated. If we say n, then we default to the 2002 contract, which DOES restore the language. A "yes" vote is saying that we are good on "crumbs"; a "no" vote is saying we want an actual meal. That's my understanding, anyway. Please correct me where I am wrong, Tara. :)ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:44 PM And word is IF they legislate, they could opt to legislate back Grade 10-12 only causing the union to have to lay off all teachers and re-hire based on seniority. That will tear the union at the seams pitting teacher against teacher for those positions. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:17 PM There will be a general strike if that were to happen! They better not do this. They will regret it.Delete Reply imaginefunlearningSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:09 PM Some good points on the background of our fight over the past 12 years, which I have been actively engaged in; however we need to recognize the climate we are in. We are not in Sask. people! We have just come through a very long summer!! We need to thank our @bctf bargaining team & recognize the toll this has taken on all of us & our families. I don't have the luxury of more time on the strike line. This may be as good as it gets. Let's read the agreement and consider getting back to work and making some $ again! That's my 2 cents worth, which would come in really handy right now!!!ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:18 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply RobSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:11 PM Go back in work to rule mode. Work this winter to recall every Liberal MLA. ThAt is the only way to apply pressure to these criminals. ReplyDelete Replies Kate RestonSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:03 PM Recall! Not sure who won the battle but the war is still onDelete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:14 AM Well said Kate... I agree 100%Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:20 PM I think say NO and a better deal will be done in less than 3 days. These guys are not criminals, they are lower than that. I bet they get a sick pleasure in hurting the kids and the teachers.Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:31 PM An official recall is in the works: https://www.facebook.com/groups/316129595235450/?fref=ts Please consider joining.Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:26 AM Leah - do you honestly think anyone who voted BC Liberal did so thinking that they would act any differently on the education file?Delete Reply JJSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:16 PM I am glad to see other members who share my views. I am outraged at a 1.2 percent "raise" in salary per year that doesn't even meet inflation of currently 2%. I feel used and abused.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:23 PM Not to mention all of the other pittance! I am actually surprised that Iker asked teachers to vote on this! Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:18 PM Hi Tara Thanks for the summary! Will we be able to vote NO to the deal, but vote YES to returning to work? Will there be three options when we vote Thursday? Why did the BCTF agree to a substandard deal for us? If we vote no to a deal that was recommended to us, the teachers look like the bad guys and public approval will plummet. I am very disappointed and frustratedReplyDelete Replies KataSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:12 AM Public approval will not necessarily plummet. I have seen strikes where the membership has voted against the executive's "best results to date", and ended up with a better offer. This offer is an insult. The $300 million will not bring funding to the national average (I believe). More importantly, the wage offer is half of the average wage increase for public and private workers (StatsCan). Delete Reply MontySeptember 16, 2014 at 10:19 PM Thank you, Tara. My thoughts too, more clearly expressed. As well, Thursday is too soon to vote, too soon to vote, too soon to vote........ReplyDelete Richard ChalkeSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:21 PM Vote no and lose every shred of public support...just sayin!ReplyDelete Replies UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:31 AM I am a member of the public and would support a "no" vote. js!.Delete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:01 AM Richard Chalke, NO you won't! I am a mother with 3 adopted special needs children who need to be in a class that is designed for them and others like them (my kids are academically slightly delayed but their issues are more social and behavioural) where they can receive the education they deserve taught in a way they can comprehend. I will speak now for all the parents I know, and we will support the teacher's if they continue to fight for our children's best interest.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:28 PM It might not be pretty at first, but once we explain things (and I hope the Mandarin-speaking teachers flood the Richmond organization that voiced their concerns), they will back us. The 3 billions that the judge came to is the first I hear about. This should be stated to every newsmedia comment section in the province. Minimize pickets and flood those outlets with commenters, just like the Liberals do. Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:45 PM I am a member of the public and a single Mother of a child in the public school system. You will NOT lose one bit of my support if you vote no. I know that you are sacrificing so that my child can have a better education, and I am most grateful for it. Having said that, I also know that you are exhausted and broke. I have been dreading that you may have to settle for less than what you (we) deserve because the government succeeded in breaking you. I am not in your shoes, so cannot judge. If the vote is a yes, I understand and I am still behind you. Delete Reply Alison RocheSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:25 PM It is a crap deal. It's always a crap deal. Once you raise the stakes to striking, anything else is a cave in. The last time we walked out was the 3 day illegal strike where I threw away 1200$ and got EXACTLY the same contract I had the year before. The BCTF called it a win because they didn't rip up MORE of my contract. Ridiculous. There are a few of us that believe that working to contract, doing 100% of your teaching job and nothing more (like paying for supplies out of your own pocket or EC) is the only way teachers will survive this government. What if they get re-elected again? Then what? Teachers have lost thousands to these clowns to make "statements" about the state of public education in this province. We can't keep sacrificing ourselves and our families. And in the meantime, you talk to parents about why you have to take this crappy road. Because up until this strike they mostly didn't care about the state of education, but god forbid you didn't run a Sports Day. Then suddenly they wanted to know what the hell was going on. Keep the conversation going in schools. Attend your PAC meetings and stop enabling this govt to underfund and overwork the system. And still get paid!ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:20 AM I am very excited at the prospect of returning to my beloved job on Friday. However I will NOT continue to put my personal money into my classroom and I will be seriously reconsidering my involvement in extra curriculars. I think we shoot ourselves in the foot with all the unpaid work we so willingly volunteer to do. Delete Reply FCSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:38 PM I heard a rumour last week from a loose lipped government insider that after the 22nd, depending on the outcome of the negotiations the Liberals were going to announce a 3 step process. I was not clear if this was based on 3 steps to resolve the strike (perhaps the 3rd step is legislation??) or 3 steps to overhaul the education system, either way, they will settle it outright. I wish you all luck and all the information that you need to make a sound decision of what you feel is best.ReplyDelete Replies Lisa BurrowsSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:53 PM I have heard similar rumours. On the 23rd, the gov. was planning on introducing a $6000 per year voucher system for 3 choices: an academic or trades program, or something called EducationCanada. Not clear whether their intention was to privatize the public system, de-certify teachers and hire them back under new wage/benefits. Not clear where these rumours originated from. Maybe fear tactics to get teachers to vote yes. In any event, I plan on voting yes. I signed up to be a teacher, not a martyr. This strike has cost us a lot. We need to regain our livelihood and hopefully continue the conversation about class composition. We have at least awakened many people to the issue, and the court case is still an avenue that could eventually improve teaching and learning conditions.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:33 PM I urge all teachers to fight and say NO to this deal. Retired teacher who had to retire because horrendous work conditions. Make me proud. They will not last long if you say NO! I know this is tough, but there is money and I hear that Van City does offer loan at low to 0 %. Banks do allow you to miss a mortgage payment. Go talki to your banker.Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM Will school districts require teachers to make up missed days, as suggested in the media? Will the school calendar be changing to make up for the missed three weeks and if so will we be made aware of those changes PRIOR to the vote? ReplyDelete KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:41 PM "Wages..... We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut." And that is the cost of going on strike!!! There is nothing that can be done about that. You cannot go on strike and put up the raise you want every week to compensate for your time on strike - it doesn't work that way.ReplyDelete Replies Drew StevensonSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:59 AM I believe the missing "..." Suggests that they meant to refer to the losses against inflation since the last wage step increase. Thus this contract does not allow us to recover the buying power lost to inflation since the last non contract or "0%" year. Add those up and compare against the proposed increase and you see that by the end of the contract, we won't be able to afford the same value of goods (loaves of bread, watts of energy, litres of gas) that we could at the end of the last contracts term. It was not a comment about wages that were lost in the strike. Those are really small potatoes when compared to the grinding power of inflation over years and years. The next contract will use this latest for a bench mark so these losses to inflation will grind at all teachers for as long as they teach. A death of a thousand cuts to our ability to afford basic goods and services. Any raise less than inflation is a cut to the value placed on us and on our ability to pay our bills. Delete Reply Ed SSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:09 PM Having lost $20,000 (including summer school wages) as the single income for a family of five is far too much; I will be voting YES to the deal, unless the independently wealthy teachers out there who wish to continue the strike will pay my bills and mortgage for me.ReplyDelete Replies Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:14 PM I feel ya. Yes for meDelete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:18 AM Ed S. With all due respect (and I mean that), how did you lose $20,000 in the strike? Teachers were out 2 weeks (all out) before they were supposed to be in June, and now 3 weeks for the start of school? It is my understanding that teachers don't get paid through the summer months. Please correct me if I'm wrong, wherever I'm wrong. Shouldn't you have been financially alright for the summer months at least? Also all teachers knew this strike had a possibility of extending into the new school year but no one teacher budgeted for this possibility? I'm truly just trying to get a clear picture of where this all stems. NO disrespect intended.Delete BlairSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:12 AM Kelly, not Ed but if you look at the numbers there was the 10% lockout haircut in May/June plus the loss of most of June and the loss of much of September. In our 1 teacher (1 non) household we calculated a $9 K - $10 K loss so far. If you add summer school earnings you can easily make the loss in the $20 k zone. As for budgeting, we budget for the summer, but did not expect the 10% haircut, nor the loss of June/Sept days which completely messed our budgeting calculations. A very good friend (single teaching mother) was crushed by the loss of the June income and is without a penny today.Delete Mr. SmoothSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:35 PM The only one who didn't get a haircut was Jim Iker... and he needs one more than anyone else. What's with that over-coiffed 70"s mullet Jim? Does wonders for the BCTF brand image!Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:55 PM Jim's hair is not open for discussion in a respectful space like this. As for his salary, he is a teacher who does not get paid when we are on strike.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:04 PM Totally agree!Delete Reply Mr. GSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:24 PM If I thought they could do any better I would agree with voting NO, but you have to be realistic. The BCTF does not use professionals to bargain and always ends up with much less than they promise the membership when asking for a strike vote. While this is not a great deal for teachers, I really think you're fooling yourself if you think it'll get any better.ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:02 AM BCTF needs to be replaced with younger more adept representatives and advocates. Also, we should be hiring professional contract negotiators - you don't go into battle with cut throat corporate types with a wooden knife. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:37 PM This is BAD deal! Say NO to it and show those (expletives) that we will not take it anymore! Come on! Show them that teachers have a spine! They will respect us, oddly!Delete Reply retaSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:51 PM I agree with Richard. Those in the public that are uniformed would be furious, and there are many teachers who just can't afford to use their wages as their voice any longer - too much has already been donated to the government. In my opinion, the deal is pretty lame. I am sitting on the fence.ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:24 AM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:26 AM So true!!! I cannot afford to fight this battle for public education any longer. Why is this my personal and professional obligation??? However I think this deal is weak weak weak. I also think its the best we are going to get. Ideologically I'm on the fence but my wallet will vote YES.Delete Reply SirThinksToo MuchSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:54 PM My wife and I will be voting "Yes" on Thursday for it is the middle path. The easy path would have been for us to go back to school with E-80 & E-81 over our heads. The difficult path would be for us to vote "No" and put our mortgage at risk and having to continue asking retired parents for handouts to feed a family with three kids. The middle path is the wisest choice for us considering the current political climate in which those who do not teach are the quickest to judge it harshly.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:41 PM I understand that this is really tough for you! I almost died teaching a few month ago. I had to quit. Please consider holding on and say no. Remember the short loss in salary will be offset in the LONG-RUn by better salary increase. This is a joke! They will be laughing at you even more if we accept this. This is a very bad deal! However, I do respect your position!Delete Reply DaleSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:16 AM Why would classroom conditions be better on October 9th after being legislated back? We have been outplayed because of our stubborn refusal to outdated, tired old tactics. It is because of these actions that have led us to this terrible deal. Time to reset, regroup and stock up for the long haul. Can't do it if half the members commit hara kiri on themselves. We are a union of professionals not a cult. ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:49 AM Could not agree more.Delete schreck!September 17, 2014 at 9:44 AM Could you please advise which tactics you believe could have been used to secure a superior deal?Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:47 AM Full disclosure: I'm a BC Liberal supporter. The only people who would benefit from a NO vote are the BC Liberals. Teachers would be bargaining with no leverage whatsoever and would be viewed by a large segment of the population as unreasonable. The BC Liberals then get portray themselves as the only party capable of dealing with the BCTF. schreck! says that the BCTF has the government on the ropes, but he couldn't be farther from the truth. The government wants people to view the BCTF as their primary opponent. Disputes like this just shore up the BC Liberal base and protect its right flank. Any half-baked recall campaign will only reinforce that. It's true teachers aren't going to recoup the lost wages from the strike. I would suggest to you that that means this job action was probably not in teachers' interests, especially without any sort of appreciable strike fund. This is the best deal teachers were ever going to get with this government and people should have been able to recognize that in June. If you want my advice (which you probably don't), it would be to spend the next 5 years building up a strike fund, electing better leaders, and hiring a professional negotiating team. Don't bring a knife to a gunfight and expect things to go well. Focus on getting the best deal you can from whoever the government is rather than trying to change the government, the HST, Kinder Morgan or a thousand different issues that distract from education and erode the union's finances further. You'd be doing yourself a favour, and probably doing the NDP a favour at the same time. Also, if schreck! is David Schreck, you can thank his opposition to STV for the last two BC Liberal majorities. I know I do.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:11 PM One step would be to stop making political contributions to the NDP. This only contributes to the childish animosity and lack of trust that has constantly characterized negotiations. How else can the Socreds/Liberals view teachers except as enemies when they so publicly support their opponents. This stupid confrontational immature approach has to STOP!!!!! Education should not be a political fight when it is so obviously a valuable benefit to our society. It was an NDP government that legislated teachers back to work in 1993. Stop making education a political fight.Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:10 PM I don't think they have to go that far. CUPE and the Nurses still contribute to the NDP yet they don't have the same acrimonious relationship. CUPE and the Nurses just make their members their priority, and broader advocacy second.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:55 PM Ryan (possibly a Liberal paid commenter), with all due respect, I disagree with you. The cumulative increase in lieu of this will be better. Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can. I say to Iker, ask for 6% over 3 years because these people love to play the 15% over 15 year game to make it so big on the surface. Some people think that this is 15% every year. Believe me! I have seen it in comment sections. Others believe that the 15% is too high not understanding that they must divide things over the duration of the contract. It is time that we play it smarter. It is time to put the foot down and ask for money given to us by other unions, if it is needed. Banks can accept one late mortgage payment. It would be suicidal for them to not help. Imagine the possible damage if that ever leaks out. They could lose a lot in teacher money. I for one would pull my money out of a bank in support! Teachers are going to show this government that we have a spine! Enough is enough! Aren't you tired of being treated like kids? (Retired teacher who almost died in a car accident because of work conditions that were horrendous. I had to quit.)Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 AM Not paid by the BC Liberals. I pay them actually... :/ I imagine astroturfers of any affiliation wouldn't disclose their bias. "Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can." How did that work in May 2013? If the teachers reject a contract that their own union endorsed, it will make teachers seem unreasonable. Whether that perception is true or fair is irrelevant. It's what will happen, and teachers will be weaker as a result. Take my advice. Build up a strike fund and focus on the internal governance of the BCTF for the next 6 years. You'll be better off for it. Or not. I don't mind you or others making it easier for the party I support to get elected. I'd just rather not see kids and teachers hurt in the process.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:37 AM Ah! The "don't-hurt-kids" card, hey, when you have underfunded education for 12 years! WOW! That takes the cake! Are your trolling? Oh! You are serious? :) Would you be surprised if I don't follow your advice, considering your lack of logic? Would you be surprised if others don't follow your advice? It is ttue that bullies like you and your ilks love to show who is the boss, who is the teacher now! I suspect that is at the root of the problem! No one wants to fail in school! No one wants to get the strap! Sad that today's teachers don't like it too! But, who cares, we are ... teachers! We deserve it! BAH! BAH! BAH!Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:22 PM That's fine. I look forward to another 16 years of BC Liberal government.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:41 PM 16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate! Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan! Sociopaths do that!Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 9:35 AM "16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate!" 16 years of our opponents still don't understand why they lost. Like I said, that's fine with me. If I said the Liberals would be in power for at least another 13 years back in 2004 you probably would have laughed too. Heck, if I told you on May 13 last year that the BC Liberals would be reelected on May 14 you'd probably have laughed too. And you were wrong. Why is that? Answer that question if you want the NDP to win the next election. Without a correct answer to it, the NDP's cause is hopeless. "Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan!" You feel they are flawed, and that's fine. I don't go around calling people who disagree with me sociopaths, nor do I accuse them of being paid shills. But I also don't feel much need to address your ad hominems. There are logical arguments to support your position, but argumentum ad hominem is not one of them. It's a textbook logical fallacy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 1:15 PM Ah! Now I get it! It is all ego-based! You think because you voted the winning party that you are a winner and we are losers! You think because you predicted that the Liberals would win, you are winner. That does not make YOU a winner or the Liberals! It is called DEMOGRAPHICS, you expletives. The baby boomers are getting old and because they have more assets and won't make a whole lot more for too long, they need to vote a govn't who is going to do just that! It is not rocket science! WOW! You think you are so superior when your party stole an election with 47% of the popular vote. That's not a majority and your party should not have been elected. BTW, did you delete from your ethical memory the words Ethnic voting scandal? The field is slanted and you know it. However, you are so willing to minimize, forget the scams and bad fairplay tactics like a sociopath is allowed to minimize or ignore his or victims emotions that you don't see that you are the loser, we are the victim of your constant bullying. 1% wage increases after years of 0% increases and you can justify that when Yahoo reports that the average Canadian can hope to get 2.5% this and next year: https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html You Liberals behave like fascists, but we can't call you that because that's not allowed! Well! Guess what? It is and you are. Live with it! You keep on dreaming you are a genius! :) I am retired, getting soon a nice pension, and laughing at you from a beach somewhere! AHAHA! Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 2:14 PM What's with the name calling Peter? For someone claiming to be retired you really don't show the wisdom of age. For someone who talks about logic, you use logical fallacies like ad hominems a lot too. It's a fair point that the BC Liberals didn't get a majority of the vote (and I'm a very big supporter of electoral reform). The BC Liberals + Conservatives did though, and I don't think it's realistic to expect the BC Conservatives to have been more generous had they been part of government. Last time I checked I just voted. I didn't "victimize" anyone. Perhaps your rage is misplaced. If you think the election was "stolen" I'm afraid I have to question your grasp on reality though. "Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?" I'm glad you'll have a pleasant retirement Peter. I have no ill will towards you. I'm not sure why you think I do. I'm not saying people were *right* to vote BC Liberal. That's a matter of opinion. All I'm saying is people *did* vote BC Liberal. More voted BC Liberal than BC NDP for the last 5 elections in a row actually. You need to understand why that happened in order to change it for the next election. Clearly you're not interested in that though. Which is fair enough. Just remember next time you're upset about something the BC Liberals do that your lack of interest is part of why the BC Liberals get elected at all.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 3:23 PM I love your culture --or the lack of thereof! Guess what, stop thinking averybody is white and must follow your little rules. Namecalling? Sociopath? Whaaaat? And, what if you are? Still can't call you that? :) You fascist right-wingers are big on censorship! I just don't like you giving us lessons on how to get the NDP in. As stated, people are voting right of the NDP because it is a matter of demographics and a little ethnic vote buying on the side. The rest is mumbo jombo. Yes, of course, they will have to go on strike in the future and yes they will have to build a strike fund. The Liberals stole that from the BCTF too! And, you wonder why I don't have any respect for them? Yes, electoral reform is needed! We agree!Delete Reply JJ GeorgeSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:46 AM As a parent, I support the teachers and respect whether they choose to vote yes or no. However I noticed a discrepancy here from other information I've read regarding prep time for elementary teachers. Here it states minimal improvement to prep time - only 10 minutes per week being added. Elsewhere I read that it is 100 minutes per week for prep, increasing by an additional 10 minutes in the final year. That is a significant difference, and worth noting. Or have I completely misunderstood?ReplyDelete Replies Anne-MarieSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:59 AM Elementary teachers currently have 90 minutes of preparation time per week so an increase to 100 minutes per week is only gaining 10 minutes. In other provinces and some private schools they have as much as 45 minutes of prep time per day.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:56 PM Thank you for inquiring!Delete DW ZSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:57 PM You're right JJ George. There is a significant difference around the province regarding preparation times. In my district elementary teachers currently get 100 minutes of prep time. This new proposal is useless to me. I'll have to wait 6 years to gain an extra 10 minutes. Delete Reply UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:11 AM Almost nobody gets cost of living adjustments. Also inflation is NOT 2%. Do some research and look at the CPI for BC over the last 24 months. The average over the last 2 years is 0.7%, not 2%. The CPI changes every month so you cant just look at the highest month and declare that THE inflation rate. Check out the 12 month averages document for the actual numbers. http://www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/StatisticsBySubject/Economy/ConsumerPriceIndex.aspx All that being said I support the teachers. if you think this is a bad deal as a parent my dream would be for the teachers to vote no but continue bargaining because I do think the kids need to be in school and I do fear that the teachers will lose all support if the strike continues. All I ask as a parent is that you do your own research and try not to be swayed by all the opinions. ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:01 AM Inflation for August was 2.1% (http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/economy/cpi-report-expected-to-reveal-rise-in-canadas-core-inflation-rate/article20593943/). The CPI is a year-over-year calculation.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:43 AM Inflation should be looked at as a yearly average, not an individual month.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:34 PM The lawyers do not believe we have compromised our court deal. Our leadership would not have sold us out. We dodged a bullet. The Premier had something loaded even if we are not sure what it was. The idea that we could simply return to work is not guaranteed. I think a no vote could easily lead to the Liberals locking us out again because the Premier wants to crush us and she will use any excuse. She did not want to take the advice of her people and do this deal. I am certain a plan for drastic action (where we have to take the concessions they had planned) or worse - was in place. We can't guarantee the press will do any better job explaining the complexities should we say no. They rarely sided with us in markets outside of Vancouver where people are more political and they often misled or allowed others to mislead. They are not helping and would sensationalize. This would see dissolution of support very quickly - especially if we asked for wages. (Though admittedly it angers me that we can't ask for wages without being accused of being greedy when that is what most bargaining units do). But we have argued this is about kids and while this is not ideal - it is better to have teachers than not. The deal does suck in that it does not bring us to par - but this fight needs to be won with a strategy that is political and capacity will do that in another round. We have some support - but it is limited to the choir. We need to have the pews too. We need to build that capacity while working and continue to find allies because the fight is bigger than most people want to consider. This is about ideology and about privatization. Education always was political but never more so than now and we have to fight this party or the conservatives who would do the same or worse. No teacher who is responsible can ignore the politics any longer. That is simply the truth. If you work in the system you better get informed and you better be prepared to fight until retirement for the system. That said, I want to ask the same question others are asking: Why is this the job of 42,000 teachers and not the job of all citizens who want equality to fight for this right? It is time (while the conversation is still on-going and up to and including election night) for us to guide the public where we can but mainly play our part by not propping the system up. Make poverty known. Make noise about shortfalls, ask questions (in the media or in board offices ) about who is going to fix it instead of paying ourselves, volunteer some but wait for the pubic to step up so they see what schools lack. I hate the deal too. But I trust Vince Ready and Iker and I don't think we could have done better right now. I think we dodged a bullet because I have read everything this government has put out and followed the trail. They plan to privatize and they are just looking for the route. Voting YES for now does not mean we are giving up. It does not mean a win in the way we wanted but we have won a battle that will lead to us winning the war. If we don't rest up and stock up we might not get there.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:57 PM Well, if it is bigger than just this battle, then we will need ALL the unions to strike if they do indeed use drastic (draconian) measures. I say it is time for ALL of the unions to call a general strike. I guarantee that they will not like that one bit. What will they do then? Call the army? :) People in Europe, at the end of the 19th century stood up in mines. General strikes do occur in Europe and have. If you think you had it tough, think of them who stood tall for US in tougher times and conditions. Make sacrifices. Sell furniture. Tutor on the side. Ask for the BCTF money. Ask your banker to help. As friends and relatives. If we say NO, it won't last long. If they legislate us back, let's call a general province-wide strike of all unions. Delete Reply Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:47 AM Between CC's smug smile as she celebrates slaughtered teachers and Jim Iker's goofy grin - seemingly unaware that he has been a willing puppet, I am thoroughly disgusted. Over the next 5 years, teachers will be in an increasingly bad situation financially, classrooms will continue to be too large and complex with increasing medical, social and environmental issues impacting academic delivery. It could not be less obvious that things will continue to worsen. The Liberals have ensured that BC is rapidly becoming the Canadian Monaco for rich off shore interests and wealthy corporations. Soon the underpaid "workers" will have to be bussed in daily to Vancouver - Asian style. The only recourse is to move to just about any other province and bring in up to $100,000 more over the six years with much less cost of living. So we are bailing, encouraged by friends who have gotten positions in Manitoba and Alberta. My colleagues and I discovered through contacting several school boards across Canada that specialist (special needs and behavioural) and secondary science teachers are in particular demand. I want to work in a professional, respectful environment where the needs of all children are considered a priority and where I feel inspired to do my best. However, I want my vote to reflect the wishes of teachers who will be here over the next 6 (5) years, so very much appreciate your blog and opportunity to read the comments.ReplyDelete Bert SlaterSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:11 AM To vote YES will throw away 12 years of effort, and 2 victories in BC Supreme Court. To vote YES will be to snatch defeat from the jaws of victory. If you vote YES what bargaining power do you think you will have - the government will do nothing, and then what do you think you will do - take job action? PLEASE VOTE NO.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:59 PM Time to show you have a spine!Delete Reply RodSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:06 AM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Cool HandSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 AM Wouldn't a 'No' vote be a vote of no confidence in the BCTF itself?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:02 AM Not at all. It is just a message to the leadership we need to do better. The strength of the union is the members, and we support the leadership by giving them direction through democratic means.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:40 PM I disagree. How else can a recommendation by the EC to vote yes be interpreted? Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:00 PM I am sure people will interpret this both ways, but it is a vote. If it is supposed to be a "Yes", because it might be interpreted one way, then why bother having a vote?Delete Kate TSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:07 AM Yes , it would be. I don't think we could come out much better than this with this government. How will a No obtain that? Christy will be happy, she can declare the BCTF gone and roll out her plan to privatize. Delete Reply David DeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:06 AM A no vote would be a rejection of a the court victories defied by the government and an inadequate deal containing some vague promises that won't meet the needs of teachers or students on class size and other important issues.In Ontario elementary teachers get 200 minutes of prep time per 5 day cycle. I know there is financial hardship, but the union has received close to $2 million in donations from other unions; is there no way of accessing hardship funds? At minimum, vote no and return to work on work to rule with various strike options.ReplyDelete Erica JonesSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:25 AM This article actually makes me so mad. It is NOT better for the kids that they have missed almost all of june and all of september. This is what you signed up for in BC as a teacher. Get on board or GET OUT.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:20 PM Is this really what teachers signed up for? At my high school, each class has about 30 kids, with an average of 17 kids per classroom with an identified learning disability. Our district says that there should be no more than 4 kids per classroom.. How do you expect non-specialist teachers to help each student when over half of them require more resources because of a learning disability? Furthermore, are you generalizing the "better-ness" to all the kids in BC? Because I don't think that it would be better if kids went back considering the learning environment isn't up to par. There are barely any Education Assistants, and support teachers for the multitude of children who need them. While I recognize and appreciate your enthusiasm for education, please realize that the public school system isn't a daycare. Also, please think about your words and the learning environment prior to speaking out. By the way, we're not an autocracy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:08 PM I can understand your frustration! Understand mine! I almost died at 7:30 pm one night returning from teaching a FI split class with several students who did not get enough support or no support at all. The principal expressed to me that he expected me to teach 2 different social studies programs and 2 different science programs. ANYONE I talked to knows that this is impossible to do, especially in French Immersion when kids get no support at home and books are often too hard for students to read. I had to quit my job. I did it for me and did it for the kids. I was like a surgeon who is asked to operate on 5 patients with an old scalpel with 2 inexperienced nurses. Predictably, 4 patients would die and I would be reprimanded! Teachers are put in terrible conditions and kids too. I hope you have the openmind to consider the reality of this honest personal anecdote. I also wish you to understand that this is likely not an isolated incident. What will it take? A kid to commit suicide because he or she is not getitng enough support?Delete Reply hilarySeptember 17, 2014 at 10:29 AM It is incorrect to equate lost funding with what the teachers would have received in grievances. The two are not equivalent. The starting position of the BCTF was $225M, so they never expected $3B to resolve grievances. I'm also interested to know where you get your figures on overcrowded classrooms. A recent Globe and Mail article says that classrooms are, on average, smaller than the caps set in 2002.ReplyDelete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:36 AM The signing bonus should be roughly $2500 each: 105 million divided by 41 thousand.ReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:53 AM It is not that simple. The $105 million is to be allocated by the union. The term "signing bonus" has been crossed off on the signed document. Some of that money may be used to pay union debts. Don't know this but clarification would be useful.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:16 PM Just quoting from the CBC news website, "And finally there are details of $105-million fund to settle grievances stemming from the ongoing court case. The BCTF says that money will be given out as a signing bonus, with specific amount yet to be determined."Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:34 AM I think it would be smart to put at least part of it into your strike fund.Delete Reply WheelsSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:55 AM If the money is used as a signing bonus, it should be based on FTEReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:12 PM Yes I am sure it will be based on FTE. The question is how much of the $105 Million is actually distributed. This is up to the union, and I am told that it is yet to be decided.Delete GuruSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:44 PM And don't forget all the retired teachers who are entitled to a share of it.Delete Reply Geoff OrmeSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:18 PM In another discussion of this someone suggested that under BC Labour Law a no vote means rejection of the proposed deal, and that means the strike continues until either: - the union in question elects to stand down - another tentative deal is presented or - the government imposes a legislated contract. I think the last of these is the most likely, and I believe the legislated contract would be draconian and brutal. What do you think, Tara? Also, I would appreciate your thoughts on Sandy Garossino's comments at https://storify.com/Garossino/should-teachers-accept-the-contractReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:14 PM If this is so, in a few month (likely a couple of years), teachers will win so much more with a Supreme Court judgment! It is possible that the Liberals know that the higher courts are stacked by Liberal judges (that is what happen when judges are chosen, not elected). In any case, a negative settlement (or not a great judgment) will galvinize the public to reform the way the Supreme court judges are being chosen. I doubt that any govn't will want that to happen. A legislated contract will make the LIbs look like sociopaths and dictators.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:47 PM Peter I think you are expecting far too much from the public, many of whom are only paying attention to this matter due to kids being home from school. The public are not remotely this savvy on the political process.Delete Reply IslanderSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:09 PM I am a continuing education teacher. We have it even worse and we are not listened to enough about our poor conditions. Those include no prep time (and we do have to mark and do report cards many times a year sometimes and commonly for 30 students in a class), travelling to different schools with no compensation, and having next to no breaks in between 3 hour classes. I worked for two years with no lunch break and taught 6 hours straight (just 15 min. breaks) to be told, "don't complain since there are others who will do it". We then got 15 min. breaks in between classes. Most of our students are wealthy immigrants, many who try to stay in classes as long as possible since the classes are free. After spending a year in Germany, I realize how better organized it is where the immigrants pay to learn the language on a sliding scale, and have to pay for a student book as well for each class. We do not even have text books, but photocopy so much at tax payers' expense. This is not right. I then teach summer school since we were not on a 12 month continual salary and most of those students are also immigrants (at least 75%). This is also free and it is becoming so common and the new immigrants know this is free babysitting and tutoring. I think one main problem is that we have so many new immigrants in our classes who need ESL like this article states about our inclusion style of education nowadays: http://www.vancouversun.com/life/Shelley+Fralic+trouble+with+schools/10203596/story.html I am honored to be teaching and like my job, but it does get exhausting especially since I need two or three jobs to pay the mortgage that I now no longer have.. back to renting since it all I can afford in this city that has become so expensive. And many don't realize that it is very very difficult to get to full time work as a teacher here. There was a formula that made it take about 10 years to get to f/t (now finally changed). I have been without pay for 3 months, and now had to finally rent a place in anticipation of returning to work, so I have to vote "yes", but please keep the comments coming for what alternatives we have. Maybe we have to just educate the public in a better way than picketing; maybe get out and walk around malls and talk to people and hand out pamphlets on how this liberal government is hurting this. Most Asians (probably just the new who are from such a different system) are already against the teachers since they do not seem to understand what is going on. http://www.vancouversun.com/Business/asia-pacific/Chuck+Chiang+Many+Asian+families+place+blame/10202757/story.htmlReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:17 PM First of all, myn thoughts are with you! I think your ideas about using different strategies is smart. Picketing is not a very good strategy to let people know about things. I think using the membership to flood media comment sections would be more effective. Going to talk to the public might be a good idea along with this, I think. Phone the BCTF and ask for support.Delete Reply Marsha HolleySeptember 17, 2014 at 1:36 PM A teachers wife Vote no you have come to far to back down. It is a -----Y DEAL. ReplyDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:45 PM Ask yourself WHY teachers cannot get 1/2 of the average increase in salary of the private sector? (The Libs will tell you because there are sooooooo many teachers, but I also hear that there are provinces where there is a need for teachers!) TORONTO - A new study says that Canadians, on average, can expect about the same size salary increase next year as in 2014. Human resources consultants Pal Benefits says a survey of 401 organizations, mainly in Ontario, Alberta and British Columbia, projected salary increase for 2015 at an average of 2.79 per cent. That was almost unchanged from the 2.74 per cent average increase projected in last year's survey. Meanwhile, in addition to the average salary increase remaining relatively steady year over year, the survey found that the percentage of employers who plan to freeze salaries appears to have stabilized at eight per cent —in the same percentages as was projected in 2014. Breaking down the numbers further, the survey found the average salary increase anticipated in the engineering, financial services and high technology sectors was three per cent. That compared with an average of 2.5 per cent on the low end for organizations in durable manufacturing. https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.htmlReplyDelete "Mama Rose"September 17, 2014 at 9:12 PM I used to agree with you, Tara, and appreciate you bringing these items to your blog to get us all thinking. But after a very long night and day of research and discussion, I realize I will be voting yes tomorrow. Here is why: I don't care about salary or benefit increases. That is not why I went on strike. I don't care if this tentative deal is not good for teachers. That's not why I went on strike either. For me, the single most important issue is class size and composition. I want to work in a classroom where I have enough time and resources available to me to adequately help all the students I teach. And while it is true that this tentative deal will not change anything in the classrooms right now (or at least most of our classrooms), I realized that we couldn't actually make changes in that area because the issues of cs and c is before the courts. When I made that connection and realized that this round of bargaining was really about a "good enough" agreement regarding wages, then the deal seems, well... good enough. BUT, the best part, is the language the BCTF legal team made around the furture court decision (the re-opener). They have it in writing that if we win the court case (which is likely) and when we have to start bargaining class size and comp again (that is exactly what Justice Susan Griffin said we would have to do) we will be STARTING from the 2002 levels. To make this simple to understand, I explained it to my friends using a number line. With this new language, the BCTF starts the next round of bargaining at say a 50. The government will want us to go to 10 or 15, and we'll compromise and end up maybe 25. But WITHOUT that language, we would have started bargaining at a 10 and only gone down from there. So I do believe it is the best deal possible, it still factors in the biggest issue (from my perspective), we do not lose the important gains of the past, and most importantly, everyone gets to go back to school.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 PM Mam Rose, I appreciate your point of view and your courage. However, let me point out to you and the readers that a decision at the BC supreme court might not turn out the way teachers anticipate. We all know that judges are appointed and who does the appointing? "All justices of the BCSC (including the position of Chief Justice and Associate Chief Justice) are appointed by the federal cabinet, on recommendation of the Minister of Justice. Masters are appointed by the provincial cabinet, on recommendation of the Attorney General in consultation with the Chief Justice." (Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Supreme_Court_of_British_Columbia) Now, I would like to think that all of those people are objective, but they are appointed and we know that there are political appointments. They have a lot of discretion over the laws and judgments. I am willing to bet that the BC Liberals do know this and are betitng the farm (or do they know something we don't know) that the Supreme Courts are stacked against teachers? So, I am not sure if we can count on a WIN if we proceed with the court ruling. I think we would be better to negotiate and negotiate a better deal.Delete Reply retaSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:57 AM Yes...no...yes...no...The last two days have been this. I’ve read so many articles and comments over the past few months and, I can say, I have learned a lot. I know this is not a great deal for teachers right now. I will be voting yes. This is why… 1. The children. Without going into the multiple issues (e.g., grad, post secondary, trades, sports, global education/trips, planned activities, those with varying degrees of special needs, those that need a soft place to land, etc., etc.) the children need to get on with their education. 2. The parents. For many parents, this strike is a financial burden. We do not like to be called baby sitters, but for many living below the poverty line, school is a financial relief. Winter is coming; gas bills will be expensive. 3. Poverty. Remember, BC has the highest child poverty rate in Canada. Schools feed and clothe numerous children. 4. The other systems educators work collaboratively with. MFCD, CYMH, foster parents, group homes, and the multitude of non-profit agencies that support vulnerable children and families are bursting at the seams. We are a part of that team. 5. CUPE. While some have been paid during this strike, that money is coming from districts. It was not provided by the government. And, CUPE is a partner in education - from the bus drivers to the tech dept to custodians to secretaries to EAs and so on. 6. Small Businesses. In our little towns, the school district is the number one employer. There is a direct cause-effect relationship between loss of wage and loss of business. 7. Money. The amount of money that is needed to reverse the erosion of the public education system over numerous years cannot be recouped in one sitting. This agreement is a start. It’s not much but the stage has been set. 8. THE COURT CASE. That is why we were on strike. All the other stuff could have been resolved months ago, but our government was working hard to make the court case go away. Well, it still exists. I consider that the victory. We live to fight another day (as rhetorical as that sounds) AND I hope people actually read the ruling and think critically about how a loss could impact the future of the Charter of Rights, and the power of government to contravene those rights. I am guessing we will vote to ratify as so many fear “what’s next?” from this government. It’s nasty business, and I think legislation would be next. VALUING PUBLIC EDUCATION needs to come from a STRONG, CONSISTENT public voice. If we do ratify the agreement, and those in the profession and public think we've given up, we have not. We’ve been fighting for years. We just haven’t been heard… until now. ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:21 AM I understand your point of view, but sometimes you have to fight to get what you want. This is a VERY bad deal, considering: Other people get on average 2.5% salary increases last year and this year and the next and the rest of us get 1% and must feel happy if we do.? (https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html) THIS DEAL is a horrendously BAD deal for kids/parents as well, of course. We are going to continue to be humiliated and be the laughing stock of many people of this province. After a decade of paycuts, WOW, this is what they are willing to offer! WOW! WOW! WOW!Delete Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:30 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Reply Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:37 PM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:08 PM Let's cross our fingers! I think we need a general strike by all unions if CC legislates teachers back. It is time to put the foot down and tell her and the Liberals that, as in the movie Network,"I am mad as hell and I won't take it anymore!"Delete Reply Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 8:26 PM Needs help on some stats for an online debate Looking for the last 10 or 15 years of contractual salary increases in %. So, 1% for 2001, 0% for 2002,...ReplyDelete Children FirstSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:00 PM Well it's all done now. Really hope the teacher's can find another angle to deal with class size and composition as well as student funding. The government will make sure the coming court case never swings your way no matter what. 2nd most expensive place to live in the the world!!! Wonder why and where the money goes??? ReplyDelete AnonSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 PM I'm an outsider, but have followed closely this whole fiasco and this is a RAW deal. Your union hung you out to dry on this one - taking a really bad deal (clearly no one from the BCTF had rudimentary math skills in their toolbox) and then publicly encouraging to the media that teachers accept the deal....what choice did you have - a no vote would have outraged the public. I could go on and on, but the bottom line, in my opinion, is that your union better get some stronger leaders who are PR and technology savvy. Out with Iker and the rest of those who bargained on your behalf - they just got ......well , we know that happened. Whew, can't even believe how screwed you got, absolutely amazing - nothing meaningful gained in the big picture and only very minor gains for a small group of people, bigger losses for the majority.. Wow - I better stop now. Best of luck. Thanks for all you do for our children. ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ▼  September (9) Reflections on the BC Teacher Strike BC Teacher strike - Lessons learned Response to Sandy Garossino Will the Education Fund improve classroom conditio... Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Class composition: a human rights perspective Class size and composition - a short visual histor... Guest post - I WILL HOLD THE LINE Teachers - let your leadership know it is time to ... ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "#FunFriday Fact: #BC has the highest small business employment in Canada. October is Small Business Month! Check out: http://t.co/20bcLmlvFP" @bcliberals - 03:55pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/insights_west/status/515219252614545408,Insights West on Twitter: "Today we are re-tweeting the results of our first multicultural release. http://t.co/qo739oi8ag http://t.co/LoV6lyDTjW" টুইটার অনুসন্ধান অনুসন্ধান টুইটার খুঁজুন সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ ভাষা : বাংলা. हिन्दी Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন টুইটার-এ নতুন ? আজই যোগদান করুন » সাইন ইন করুন ফোন, ইমেল বা ব্যবহারকারীর নাম পাসওয়ার্ড সাইন ইন আমাকে মনে রাখুন পাসওয়ার্ড ভুলে গেছেন? ইতিমধ্যে আপনি কি টেক্সট বার্তার মাধ্যমে টুইটার ব্যবহার করছেন? অনুসরণ অনুসরণ করা কর্মসমূহ:অনুসরণ না করা অবরুদ্ধ অবরোধ মুক্ত মুলতুবি বাতিল Insights West ‏ @insights_west ২৫ সেপ্টেম্বর Today we are re-tweeting the results of our first multicultural release. http://ow.ly/i/70zHl  http://bit.ly/iwmp_01  প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট ১২:২০ অপরাহ্ণ - ২৫ সেপ্টেম্বর, ২০১৪ Insights West থেকে কোন আপডেট মিস্ করবেন না © 2014 টুইটার সম্বন্ধে সহায়তা বিজ্ঞপ্তি তথ্য বন্ধ মিডিয়াটিকে চিহ্নিত করুন এটি ইতিমধ্যে সংবেদনশীল কন্টেন্ট ধারণকারী হিসাবে চিহ্নিত হয়েছে। পতাকা তুলুন এটি সম্ভাব্যরূপে অবৈধ বিষয়বস্তুর ধারণকারী হিসেবে। সমর্পণ করা বাতিল মিডিয়াকে চিহ্নিত করা সম্পর্কে আরো জানুন খারিজ বন্ধ পূর্ববর্তী পরবর্তী বন্ধ একজন ব্যক্তির প্রোফাইলে যান সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ বন্ধ আপনার অনুসরণকারীদের এই পুনঃটুইটটি পাঠাবেন? বাতিল পুনঃটুইট বন্ধ আপনি কি নিশ্চিত যে এই টুইট মুছে দিতে চান? বাতিল মুছে ফেলুন বন্ধ রোধ করন বাতিল রোধ করন আপনার টুইটসমুহে একটি অবস্থান যুক্ত করুন যখন একটি অবস্থানের সঙ্গে আপনার টুইট করেন, টুইটার সেই অবস্থান সংরক্ষণ করে। প্রত্যেক টুইটের আগে আপনি আপনার অবস্থান চালু / বন্ধ করতে পারেন, এবং যে কোনও সময় আপনি আপনার অবস্থানের ইতিহাস মুছে ফেলতে পারেন। আরো জানুন অবস্থান চালু করুন এখন নয় স্থান বন্ধ করুন বন্ধ প্রোফাইল সারসংক্ষেপ বন্ধ আপনার তালিকাসমূহ বন্ধ একটি নতুন তালিকা তৈরি করুন নাম তালিকা বিবরণ 100 অক্ষরের কম, ঐচ্ছিক তালিকাসমূহ:গোপনীয়তা সাধারণ · যে কেউ এই তালিকা অনুসরণ করতে পারেন ব্যক্তিগত · শুধুমাত্র আপনিই এই তালিকায় প্রবেশ করতে পারবেন তালিকা সংরক্ষণ করুন বন্ধ বন্ধ এই টুইট স্থাপিত কর আপনার নীচের ওয়েবসাইটে কোডটি অনুলিপি দ্বারা এই টুইট যোগ করুন * আরও জানুন হুম, সার্ভারে পৌঁছনোর একটি সমস্যা ছিল। পরে আবার চেষ্টা করবেন? প্রকৃত টুইট অন্তর্ভুক্ত করুন অন্তর্ভুক্ত মিডিয়া প্রাকদর্শন বন্ধ টুইটারে নিবন্ধন করুন টুইটারে নেই? নিবন্ধন করুন, আপনির পছন্দের বিষয়গুলির সাথে যুক্ত হন, এবং তাদের বিষয়ে হালনাগাদ পান। একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন » বন্ধ দুটি উপায় (প্রেরণ এবং গ্রহণ) শর্ট কোড: দেশ কোড গ্রাহকদের জন্য মার্কিন যুক্তরাষ্ট্র 40404 (যে কোন) কানাডা 21212 (যে কোন) যুক্তরাজ্য 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM হাইতি 40404 Digicel, Voila আয়ারল্যান্ড 51210 Vodafone, O2 ভারত 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance ইন্দোনেশিয়া 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » অন্য দেশসমুহের এসএসএস সংক্ষিপ্ত কোড দেখুন বন্ধ নিশ্চিতকরণ)
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(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=21686,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > October 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 23, Number 2, October 2010   Should Wi-Fi be used in classrooms?  By Lynn Quiring   Part 2 Effects of wireless radio frequency radiation   Although no studies have been done on Wi-Fi per se, there is a generous amount of research that has been carried out on cell phones, cell-phone towers, and masts. Since the Wi-Fi signal is the same type of radiation (only the frequency is different) one can assume with reasonable assurance that the effects of exposure to Wi-Fi will follow the same pattern of exposure to cell phones and cell-phone towers. Here’s an example of what can happen. Let’s say one works in a classroom or office where wireless access, or Wi-Fi, is used. In other words, we are continually exposed to a constant bombardment of electromagnetic radiation waves. Over time, sitting or working in this classroom or office, the cells of the body gradually lose their energy and consequently their ability to communicate. What if the function of a particular group of cells was to maintain the integrity of the blood-brain barrier? The blood-brain barrier is an intricate membrane that keeps harmful substances and toxins from contacting sensitive brain tissue. But what if the cells of the blood-brain barrier can’t communicate or don’t work any longer? The barrier would break down and this would allow harmful substances to enter. Those substances would then come in contact with sensitive brain cells. The result would be injured and damaged brain cells. This is just one example of how a particular group of cells can be adversely affected by electromagnetic radiation. In fact, studies have shown that placing a call on a cell phone for just two minutes can disable the blood-brain barrier. The same case could be made for the immune system and any other major “system” of the body since different cellular groups perform different functions to keep us healthy. There are more than a dozen studies linking an increased risk for brain cancer and acoustic neuroma (tumor of the auditory nerve) to radio frequency radiation from cell phones and cordless phones. Even the World Health Organization (WHO) is concerned about the effects of radio frequency radiation on children’s health. In a recent WHO publication they wrote: “The possible adverse health effects in children associated with radio frequency fields have not been fully investigated.” “Because there are suggestions that RF (radio frequency) exposure may be more hazardous for the fetus and child due to their greater susceptibility, prudent avoidance is one approach to keeping children’s exposure as low as possible.” “Further research is needed to clarify the potential risks of ELF-EMF and radio frequency fields for children’s health.” Neurobehavioural effects of inhabitants living near a cell-phone tower base station have also been studied. The following neuropsychiatric complaints were reported: headache (23.5%), memory changes (28.2%), dizziness (18.8%), tremors (9.4%), depressive symptoms (21.7%), and sleep disturbances (23.5%). In addition, tests of attention and short-term auditory memory were significantly lower in the exposed participants than in control groups. Obviously, people living close to cell-phone towers have an increased risk for developing neurobehavioural problems. If indeed neurobehavioural symptoms are produced by radio frequency radiation, and these frequencies are continually emitted throughout our schools, what might this suggest about the abnormal behaviour of students in the classroom? Might parents be inclined and persuaded to medicate their children so that these undesirable symptoms can be controlled? If so, how many of these children would be medicated unnecessarily? Studies now show that the frequencies such as those emitted by cell phones cause abnormal brain hyperactivity. Such artificially induced hyperactivity would cause an unnecessary risk and expense to students who would be placed on some form of pharmaceutical intervention to aid in controlling these symptoms. Learning issues   When the disruption of cell communication occurs, cells can’t “talk” to each other. When cells can’t communicate, cognition is affected, the ability to learn is affected, the ability to retain information is affected, and behavioural problems can occur. Radio frequency radiation is also a stressor to the body. When the stress response occurs from exposure to electromagnetic frequencies, the body responds by releasing stress proteins, also known as heat shock proteins, to minimize the ensuing damage. The release of heat shock proteins is just one stress response mechanism that has been identified. Other mechanisms include the triggering of adrenal hormones like adrenaline. Continual stress is not healthy as it can eventually fatigue the adrenal gland, suppress the immune system, and lead to fatigue causing difficulty in concentration. Sleep disturbances may also occur. Evidence also exists that radio frequencies produced by such devices as cell phones, Wi-Fi, computers, televisions, etc., can trigger skin reactions. Microwave frequencies can trigger the release of chemicals from mast cells. Mast cells in the skin will break open and release chemicals that cause the symptoms of allergic skin reactions. One of the chemicals released by mast cells is histamine. Histamine is often responsible for the symptoms of allergies such as runny nose, watery eyes, inflammation, and difficulty breathing. Histamine also constricts the airway, leading to or worsening, the symptoms of asthma. It is of interest to note that the rate of asthma in children has doubled since 1980 and asthma now affects one in ten children. The cell phone was introduced in1983 and has seen explosive growth in use in the last decade. Could there be a correlation between the rising rates of asthma, an immune system problem, and the escalating use of cell phones and wireless technology? Certainly, one could anticipate that chronic exposure to these radio waves over time can lead to chronic inflammatory responses. Electromagnetic radiation connected to autism   A recent study has now suggested a direct link between autism and electromagnetic radiation. It appears that EMR may accelerate autistic spectrum disorders. It is noteworthy that the increasing rates of autism parallel the growth of the cell phone and wireless industry. This appears to occur as a result of the trapping of heavy metals within the cell and the inability of the body to excrete the toxic metals present that are often introduced into the body through vaccinations. Heavy metals are neurotoxic. When this excretory process is prohibited, these heavy metals, such as mercury, lead, beryllium, and aluminum, damage nerve structures and interfere in inter-cellular communication. This leads to neurological problems and conditions like those found in autism spectrum disorders. This particular study has shown that when electromagnetic radiation is largely eliminated, the efficiency of heavy metal detoxification and removal was dramatically increased. In other words, the body was able to excrete and eliminate heavy metals when it had not been able to do so previously. This leads to the suggestion that (1) we need to reduce or eliminate electromagnetic radiation from any child’s environment, and (2) measures need to be taken to repair the damage that has already been done by electromagnetic radiation. Although this study looked specifically at autism, the same case could be made for attention-deficit disorders and related conditions. Occupational hazard for teachers and school staff   Children will attend school in a particular building for a finite number of years and then move on. For a child, the length of time spent in a particular building or location is predetermined. Therefore their exposure levels to this form of radiation will probably change. But what about the teachers and staff members who continue to work in the same building for many, many years? For these workers and teachers, the exposure in their building from Wi-Fi networks and radio frequency radiation is continual. What are the effects of this exposure after years and years of time? Will teaching in a Wi-Fi enabled school become an occupational hazard like that of an electrician? These are questions that must and should be answered before, rather than after, any installation of radiation-generating equipment is placed in service. Wi-Fi in European schools   The European Environment Agency is calling for immediate steps to be taken to reduce exposure to Wi-Fi, cell phones, and cell phone towers and masts. Recent international scientific reviews have concluded that electromagnetic radiation safety limits are “thousands of times too lenient” and one official British report came to the conclusion that the development of cancer from cell phone use could not be ruled out. Sir William Stewart, chairman of the Health Protection Agency in the UK, is calling for a formal investigation into the hazards of using wireless networks in schools. He’s asking that students be monitored for health problems from the networks. Joining him in health concerns over Wi-Fi installations in schools, the Professional Association of Teachers, is calling for the Secretary of State for Education in the UK to begin an official inquiry into the issue. Dr. Gerd Oberfield, head of environmental health and medicine in the province of Salzburg, Austria, calls the installation of Wi-Fi “dangerous.” In fact, the government in Salzburg has been advising schools not to install Wi-Fi for well over a year now and is considering a complete ban on Wi-Fi networks. In 2004, the International Association of Fire Fighters (IAFF) voiced its opinion on cell-phone towers and antennas by opposing the installation of cell-phone antennas on or near fire stations until a credible study can be done to establish their safety. In studying the available science, the IAFF found over 49 references that led them to conclude that they should oppose the placement of cell-phone antennas on fire stations. What about Wi-Max   The latest development in the world of digital communication is something called Wi-Max. Wi-Max is intended for use as a network for large metropolitan areas. Where Wi-Fi is limited to a range of about 100-300 feet, Wi-Max can provide broadband wireless access up to 30 miles from fixed-base stations and 3–10 miles from mobile base stations. It’s been described as Wi-Fi on steroids. It’s used in much the same way as Wi-Fi and will soon become the standard for Internet access. Imagine the implications. Whole metropolitan cities blanketed with Wi-Max wireless coverage. How convenient and “connected” do we really need to be? Conclusion   We currently have no studies that are specific to Wi-Fi. However, when assessing the safety issue, we can and should look at technologies that are similar and relevant to Wi-Fi to draw our conclusions. This would seem appropriate since Wi-Fi operates in the same manner as other more heavily studied similar technology and the basic mechanism of harm from all wireless technology is the same. There are countless reports and studies raising caution signals about the effects on human health from exposure to cell-phone radiation, cell-phone towers, Wi-Fi, and wireless technology in general. The fact remains that wireless technology is a potential carcinogen. So was tobacco. So was asbestos. So were X-rays. What can you do?   Don’t let your children use a cell phone. Don’t live near a cell-phone tower. Don’t use wireless Internet connections or cordless phones in your home. Provide good nutrition to your children in the form of lots of fruits and vegetables. Everyone needs lots of antioxidants to protect themselves from the free radicals being produced by these high levels of radiation. Good quality water is a must, too. Get involved in your child’s school. Get on the school board. Ask questions regarding the use of Wi-Fi in the school. Object to the installation of such equipment if and when the possibility is discussed. School districts today are under ever-increasing financial pressures. Lease money is being provided by the wireless industry to install cell-phone antennas on school buildings. Once again, this is an unneeded and unnecessary exposure risk for our young people. Two-time Nobel Prize nominee, Dr. Gerald Hyland, a physicist, had this to say about cell-phone towers. “Existing safety guidelines for cell phone towers are completely inadequate. Quite justifiably, the public remains skeptical of attempts by government and industry to reassure them that all is well, particularly given the unethical way in which they often operate symbiotically so as to promote their own vested interests.”  Lynn Quiring currently owns and operates Logical Health LLC. He can be contacted by e-mailing to lynnquiring@msn.com.  References available on request.  Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/bcfed/status/512623035040690176,BCFED on Twitter: "Our public education system is worth fighting for @bcfed Jim Sinclair #bced #bcpoli #bclabour http://t.co/eGrFn00N8M" টুইটার অনুসন্ধান অনুসন্ধান টুইটার খুঁজুন সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ ভাষা : বাংলা. हिन्दी Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন টুইটার-এ নতুন ? আজই যোগদান করুন » সাইন ইন করুন ফোন, ইমেল বা ব্যবহারকারীর নাম পাসওয়ার্ড সাইন ইন আমাকে মনে রাখুন পাসওয়ার্ড ভুলে গেছেন? ইতিমধ্যে আপনি কি টেক্সট বার্তার মাধ্যমে টুইটার ব্যবহার করছেন? অনুসরণ অনুসরণ করা কর্মসমূহ:অনুসরণ না করা অবরুদ্ধ অবরোধ মুক্ত মুলতুবি বাতিল BCFED ‏ @bcfed ১৮ সেপ্টেম্বর Our public education system is worth fighting for @bcfed Jim Sinclair #bced #bcpoli #bclabour http://ow.ly/BEcdV  প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট পুনঃটুইটগুলি ১৯ প্রিয় ৮ ৮:২৩ পূর্বাহ্ণ - ১৮ সেপ্টেম্বর, ২০১৪ Larry Norman ‏ @LJNor ১৮ সেপ্টেম্বর @bcfed @bctf Wish all teachers the very Best in Gut Check Vote today. Thank for your courage/bravery in defence of Freedoms and Public #bced সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Ronald Beer ‏ @Calculator60 ১৮ সেপ্টেম্বর @bcfed Better: A good education system is worth fighting for, not necessarily 'public'. #bced সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট Orin Beebe ‏ @bcgenstrike ২৮ সেপ্টেম্বর @bcfed Rally Oct 6 at the Legislature in support of BC Public Education ? Can anyone confirm this ? Seems like a great idea সম্প্রসারণ কর বিনষ্ট হত্তয়া প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট BCFED থেকে কোন আপডেট মিস্ করবেন না © 2014 টুইটার সম্বন্ধে সহায়তা বিজ্ঞপ্তি তথ্য বন্ধ মিডিয়াটিকে চিহ্নিত করুন এটি ইতিমধ্যে সংবেদনশীল কন্টেন্ট ধারণকারী হিসাবে চিহ্নিত হয়েছে। পতাকা তুলুন এটি সম্ভাব্যরূপে অবৈধ বিষয়বস্তুর ধারণকারী হিসেবে। সমর্পণ করা বাতিল মিডিয়াকে চিহ্নিত করা সম্পর্কে আরো জানুন খারিজ বন্ধ পূর্ববর্তী পরবর্তী বন্ধ একজন ব্যক্তির প্রোফাইলে যান সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ বন্ধ আপনার অনুসরণকারীদের এই পুনঃটুইটটি পাঠাবেন? বাতিল পুনঃটুইট বন্ধ আপনি কি নিশ্চিত যে এই টুইট মুছে দিতে চান? বাতিল মুছে ফেলুন বন্ধ রোধ করন বাতিল রোধ করন আপনার টুইটসমুহে একটি অবস্থান যুক্ত করুন যখন একটি অবস্থানের সঙ্গে আপনার টুইট করেন, টুইটার সেই অবস্থান সংরক্ষণ করে। প্রত্যেক টুইটের আগে আপনি আপনার অবস্থান চালু / বন্ধ করতে পারেন, এবং যে কোনও সময় আপনি আপনার অবস্থানের ইতিহাস মুছে ফেলতে পারেন। আরো জানুন অবস্থান চালু করুন এখন নয় স্থান বন্ধ করুন বন্ধ প্রোফাইল সারসংক্ষেপ বন্ধ আপনার তালিকাসমূহ বন্ধ একটি নতুন তালিকা তৈরি করুন নাম তালিকা বিবরণ 100 অক্ষরের কম, ঐচ্ছিক তালিকাসমূহ:গোপনীয়তা সাধারণ · যে কেউ এই তালিকা অনুসরণ করতে পারেন ব্যক্তিগত · শুধুমাত্র আপনিই এই তালিকায় প্রবেশ করতে পারবেন তালিকা সংরক্ষণ করুন বন্ধ বন্ধ এই টুইট স্থাপিত কর আপনার নীচের ওয়েবসাইটে কোডটি অনুলিপি দ্বারা এই টুইট যোগ করুন * আরও জানুন হুম, সার্ভারে পৌঁছনোর একটি সমস্যা ছিল। পরে আবার চেষ্টা করবেন? প্রকৃত টুইট অন্তর্ভুক্ত করুন অন্তর্ভুক্ত মিডিয়া প্রাকদর্শন বন্ধ টুইটারে নিবন্ধন করুন টুইটারে নেই? নিবন্ধন করুন, আপনির পছন্দের বিষয়গুলির সাথে যুক্ত হন, এবং তাদের বিষয়ে হালনাগাদ পান। একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন » বন্ধ দুটি উপায় (প্রেরণ এবং গ্রহণ) শর্ট কোড: দেশ কোড গ্রাহকদের জন্য মার্কিন যুক্তরাষ্ট্র 40404 (যে কোন) কানাডা 21212 (যে কোন) যুক্তরাজ্য 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM হাইতি 40404 Digicel, Voila আয়ারল্যান্ড 51210 Vodafone, O2 ভারত 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance ইন্দোনেশিয়া 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » অন্য দেশসমুহের এসএসএস সংক্ষিপ্ত কোড দেখুন বন্ধ নিশ্চিতকরণ)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "Eid Mubarak to all those celebrating in BC!" @bcliberals - 06:52pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=31643&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2014 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 26, Number 4, Jan./Feb. 2014   Mental health: Breaking the silence through drama  by Sara Raouf   I returned to school after my maternity leave ended in September 2012, and sat down to review my caseload as a resource and learning assistance teacher that year. Several of my students were dealing with their own mental health issues, and more were grappling with a family member’s mental health. I wondered why we weren’t teaching kids about mental health. I remembered the burden of dealing with my own father’s mental illness as a student and wondered why, 25 years later, schools still weren’t doing much to address this complex issue. We know that one in five Canadians experience a mental illness in their lifetime and that mental illness is something that affects people of all ages, all cultures and all socio-economic levels. So why weren’t schools talking about it? This difficult question was the catalyst that turned into a collaborative effort amongst various mental health organizations in Richmond and the school district. My sister works for the Canadian Mental Health Association (CMHA) in Vancouver and she put me in touch with Dave Macdonald, the Executive Director at CMHA in Richmond. We discussed how we could start the conversation about mental illness in schools, and before I knew it, we had a plan that included applying to Pacific Blue Cross’ Community Connections program for a $12,800 grant to fund 20 performances of a play by Green Thumb Theatre that ran from November 25 to December 6, 2013. The play is called “People Like Vince” and it deals with a young girl named Myrtle trying to navigate her relationship with her uncle who suffers from bipolar disorder. She feels embarrassed by his “uniqueness” and struggles with making sense of his mental illness. The play was both an accessible and entertaining way to broach a tough subject. More than 2,000 students in Grades 4 to 7 in Richmond watched the play. Larry Antrim, Richmond School District’s co-ordinator for Counselling and Social Responsibility and Roz Walls, from Vancouver Coastal Health’s Richmond Supporting Families with Parental Mental Illness and/or Addictions, were instrumental in supporting this project, from applying for funding to implementing the project in schools. Many teachers, school counsellors and other mental health organizations in Richmond worked together to create a study guide to complement the play. Pre-play and post-play activities were included for teachers and their students, as well as a comprehensive list of local mental-health related resources. Mental illness is a topic often avoided in schools. It’s the elephant in the room people hesitate to talk about. I hope that by showing students the play, we can further build and strengthen their knowledge about mental illness. I also hope that through further education about mental illness, we can help to remove the barriers that prevent people from accessing medical help and community supports, and build greater acceptance and empathy with those coping with various mental illnesses in our communities. Sources: • http://tinyurl.com/mental-illness-fast-facts • http://tinyurl.com/people-like-vince • http://tinyurl.com/bluecross-community  Sara Raouf teaches at William Bridge Elementary School, Richmond   )
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7398&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Mar. 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 5, March 2006 Teaching peace by Kim Meredith In June, individuals and organizations working for peace around the globe will gather in Vancouver for the World Peace Forum 2006. In conjunction with the forum, the BC Teachers’ Federation is organizing an International Peace Education Conference to be held at the University of British Columbia, June 25–27, 2006. For BC teachers, our students, and our communities, this is a teachable moment for peace. As a student teacher just about to begin my practicum in BC’s Lower Mainland, I recognize that this is a particularly exciting time to be a part of the education profession. We are living in a decade declared by the United Nations as the Decade for Peace, in a country that prides itself as a keeper of peace, and in a city appointed as an International Messenger City of Peace. These designations are as meaningful or as meaningless as society chooses to make them. As teachers, we are in the position to make that difference. Leading up to the conference, we can engage our students in a dialogue of peace and challenge them to create their own definitions of a peaceful world. What would that world look like? What are the barriers that are preventing us from living in that world now? What can we do to overcome those barriers? At the conference itself, over 2,000 students, teachers, elders, and citizens with interests in pre-school to post-secondary education will come together to discuss, create, and disperse a curriculum of peace. Through plenary sessions, workshops, keynote addresses, and informal discussion groups, we will move closer to achieving the conference’s aim of transforming society by seeking answers to the question, "How, through education, are we going to get the world we want?" The International Peace Education Conference provides a unique opportunity to connect with peace educators from around the globe. Ultimately, it will be our students and communities that benefit as BC’s teachers join this network of peace. I expect that the insight and motivation gained from this experience will inspire my teaching for years to come. Registration and program information are now available at www.worldpeaceforum.ca. Visit the site today to find out how to participate in pre-conference initiatives and how to begin embracing our teachable moment of peace. Kim Meredith is a UBC student teacher doing her practise teaching in Richmond.   FOREST OF PEACE: A LESSON IDEA Help us create a forest of peace‚ at this year’s World Peace Forum. How? Have your students write messages of peace on maple leaf paper cutouts. Decorate them and hang them on a tree. What kind of tree? The design of your tree is up to you and your students. It could be a freestanding fake tree, a painted tree on a cardboard display, or even one on a simple piece of poster paper. The possibilities are as limitless as your students’ imagination. Why maple leaves? Your peace tree will be displayed among those from other schools in a forest of peace‚ at the 2006 World Peace Forum. At the forum’s conclusion, the leaves will be gently removed from the trees and donated to the peace boat, a ship that sails around the world transporting messages of peace and volunteering for peaceful organizations worldwide. What then? The peace boat will drop off the leaves at schools, community organizations, or anywhere else where people are receptive to messages of peace. If your students have included contact information, maybe they will hear from a penpal in another country like Japan, Vietnam, or Jordan. Though of course no response can be guaranteed, students may enjoy sending out a "message in a bottle."   PEACE FORUM SHAKEN, BUT NOT DETERRED On Thursday February 2, 2006, Vancouver City Council narrowly passed a motion rescinding their support for the Peace Messenger cities and the Mayors for Peace. While this is not a death blow to the World Peace Forum, it will make organizing the forum more difficult. However, the organizers of the World Peace Forum are committed to try to overcome the loss of Vancouver Council support and make the forum happen in June as planned. Organizers will turn to other municipalities to step in to the vacuum left by city council and to the local, national, and international community to make up the funding shortfall. Already individuals and organizations are stepping forward to help the Peace Forum meet its funding requirements. Ian Graham, a Quaker peace activist from Burlington, Ontario, donated $10,000 after hearing of Vancouver City Council’s decision to flip flop on the funding of the mayor’s meeting. Local association presidents, PD chairs, and social justice contacts have been contacted by BCTF President Jinny Sims asking for locals to make donations and sponsor teachers’ attendance at the Peace Education Conference. Local communities can also fundraise to help make the forum a reality. Organizers are encouraging all communities to "Give Peace a Dance," a way to have fun and fundraise at the same time. Charitable donations to the World Peace Forum can be made through the peace forum web site at www.worldpeace forum.ca. Donations to the BCTF International Peace Education Conference can be sent to the BCTF, attention Larry Kuehn. – Jane Turner   REGISTRATION Early Bird registration (before April 30, 2006) Full week: $175 Full week: fixed-income seniors and students: $100 Registration after May 1, 2006 Full week: $225; Full week/fixed-income seniors and students: $150 Daily Rates (No Early Bird Rate) $50 a day Fixed income seniors and students: $30 a day Field-trip rate, Monday, June 26 International Peace Education Conference only: $5 per student (K–12 students must be accompanied by teacher/ supervisors)   For information about the Peace Education Conference, contact Kim Meredith or Jamie Beck at practicingpeace@mac.com.  )
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(20141007,www.dailyfinance.com,http://www.dailyfinance.com/page/2/,DailyFinance - News and Advice for a Lifetime of Financial Decisions AOL.com About Us Follow Us :   DailyFinance plan Financial Playbook Independence Financial Playbook Growth Financial Playbook Assessment Financial Playbook Achievement Health Care Insurance Taxes Resources Inspiration Station Learning Center LifeStage Lessons Financial Literacy Power of Planning SavingsChallenge Retirement Center IRA Center More On Plan: How You Can Get Good Financial Advice for Free save Savings Main Shopping Gift Guides Deals Consumer Electronics Resources Savings Channel Savings Experiment SavingsChallenge Auto Savings Calculators More On Save: 6 Money Goals You Should Conquer in Your 20s spend Spending Main Car Buying Consumer Ally Credit Debt Home Buying Shopping Travel Resources Savings Experiment SavingsChallenge Tax Center Car Finder Homes for Sale Book a Trip More On Spend: 9 Hidden Wedding Expenses that Caught Me by Surprise invest Investing Main 401K Bonds Company News Commodities ETFs Market News Mutual Funds Stocks Resources Investor Center Portfolios Find a Broker Earnings IRA Center Investing Courses Tax Center This Built America More On Invest: Olive Garden Will Have a Lot to Prove on Friday Trending Hottest Toys HP Split in Two Wal-Mart Health Insurance Fortune Cookie Vermin Most Overlooked Expenses America's Richest People Best of DailyFinance: The Week in Review (Sept. 29 - Oct. 5) by DailyFinance Staff Oct 5th 2014 6:00AM From company news to consumer stories, here are this week's most popular reads from DailyFinance. The 7 Best Things to Buy in October by Wendy Rose Gould Oct 4th 2014 6:00AM October's a great time for deals on Halloween costumes (really!) and camping and lawn stuff (spring will come soon enough). Seniors: That Offer for Free Medical Supplies Is a Total Scam by Mitch Lipka Oct 4th 2014 6:00AM A new telemarketing scam, timed for Medicare open enrollment, targets seniors with offers of free stuff. Market Wrap: Jobs Report Boosts Stocks, Dollar by The Associated Press Oct 3rd 2014 4:59PM The rally swept up nearly every kind of stock, small and large, and in almost every industry. The dollar hit its highest level in more than four years. Week's Winners and Losers: Pimco Waning, Netflix Gaining by Rick Aristotle Munarriz Oct 3rd 2014 2:59PM Pimco experiences more fallout from the departure of Bill Gross, and Netflix funds a Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon sequel and four Adam Sandler films. Open Enrollment at Work: 3 Must-Knows About Your Health Benefits by Dan Caplinger Oct 3rd 2014 12:22PM Your health benefits are critical to your financial future, and open enrollment is the only time most people have to consider their options. Mom Sues Toys R Us, Firm for $80 Million by Erik Sherman Oct 3rd 2014 11:03AM A mother's lawsuit claims that the battery of the Teenage Mutant Ninja wristwatch leaked a corrosive substance and burned her 6-year-old. GM Issues 2 More Recalls for SUVs, Mini Cars by The Associated Press Oct 3rd 2014 9:01AM General Motors announced two more recalls, pushing its total for the year to 71, affecting almost 30 million vehicles in North America. U.S. Jobless Rate Falls to 5.9%, Lowest Since 2008 by Reuters Oct 3rd 2014 8:45AM Employers stepped up hiring in September and the jobless rate fell to a six-year low, which could bolster bets on a Federal Reserve rate hike in mid-2015. Facebook Plots First Steps into Health Care by Reuters Oct 3rd 2014 7:45AM Facebook already knows who your friends are and the kind of things that grab your attention. Soon, it could also know the state of your health. What's In a Name? 'Isis'-Named Businesses Fight Image Woes by The Associated Press Oct 3rd 2014 6:31AM Companies with the name Isis are dealing with the bad image caused by the terrorist group in the Middle East. But consumers can tell the difference, right? JPMorgan Breach Heightens Data Security Doubts by The Associated Press Oct 3rd 2014 6:06AM New details on a cyberattack against JPMorgan Chase's computer servers this summer add to increasing doubts over the security of consumer data. Secret Warranties Can Save Car Owners Thousands in Repairs by Drew Trachtenberg Oct 3rd 2014 6:00AM Hidden or secret warranties covering some car defects can save you thousands of dollars, Consumer Reports concludes. You just need to uncover them. 'The Equalizer' Exacts Rare Box Office Vengeance for Sony by Tim Beyers Oct 3rd 2014 6:00AM TV adaptations for the big screen have a mixed history with U.S. audiences. So What If Bill Gross Is Leaving Pimco: His Mojo is a Myth by Daniel Solin Oct 3rd 2014 6:00AM You don't need Bill Gross -- wherever he's working -- or any active bond manager to invest wisely. You just need sound data. Cadillac's Plan to Reclaim 'Standard of the World' Title by John Rosevear Oct 3rd 2014 6:00AM As crazy as it might seem, there are big behind-the-scenes moves being made to turn Cadillac into a global luxury-car leader. Here's what GM has in mind. Market Wrap: A Down-and-Up Day for Stocks Ends Indecisively by The Associated Press Oct 2nd 2014 5:04PM The stock market sputtered to an indecisive close Thursday, taking a pause after three straight days of losses. Here's the Latest Dirt on iRobot and Its Roomba by Rich Smith Oct 2nd 2014 2:03PM Shares of iRobot have fallen dramatically, and its signature Roomba robotic vacuum will soon face a formidable rival from Dyson. Will the Stock Market Finish 2014 With a Bang or a Crash? by Dan Caplinger Oct 2nd 2014 1:08PM Is now the time to cash in your market gains? Or does sticking with a long-term investing strategy remain the best move? Mortgage Rates Tick Down a Bit in Latest Survey by The Associated Press Oct 2nd 2014 12:47PM A key long-term U.S. mortgage rate slipped this week, the second drop after a large increase two weeks ago, mortgage-buyer Freddie Mac reports. Groupon's New App Gets You Cash Back on Groceries by Rick Aristotle Munarriz Oct 2nd 2014 12:32PM Snap, a new app from Groupon, will provide cash rebates for buying promoted items. Will this help the troubled stock of the daily deals leader? See Savings When Buying Glasses Online by Savings Experiment Staff Oct 2nd 2014 11:10AM Here's how to purchase the perfect pair of glasses online without losing sight of your budget. Boo! McDonald's and Burger King Offer Spooky Black Burgers by Mitch Lipka Oct 2nd 2014 11:03AM Burger King has drawn attention in Japan by offering a burger with a black bun, black cheese and black sauce. So McDonald's followed suit. 5 Dates for Savvy Investors to Circle in October by Rick Aristotle Munarriz Oct 2nd 2014 10:33AM Earnings reports by Apple, Netflix and Yum! Brands are obvious items to highlight for investors. Less obvious: A new OK GO album, and the NBA season opener. Factory Orders Post Record Drop on Plunge in Aircraft Orders by Reuters Oct 2nd 2014 10:22AM New orders for U.S. factory goods posted their biggest decline on record in August, payback for an aircraft-driven jump a month earlier. Adam Sandler Signs Exclusive 4 Film Deal With Netflix by Erik Sherman Oct 2nd 2014 9:34AM Netflix announced today that Adam Sandler will produce and star in four films to be available exclusively through company's streaming video service. Berkshire Hathaway Buys Car Dealer Van Tuyl Group by The Associated Press Oct 2nd 2014 8:52AM Warren Buffett's Berkshire Hathaway is buying the privately owned auto dealership company Van Tuyl Group. Needing Cash, Sears Sells Off Much of Its Canadian Unit by The Associated Press Oct 2nd 2014 7:22AM Sears, sorely in need of cash, is selling most of its stake in its Canadian unit to raise as much as $380 million. Used-Car Dealers Focus of Probe Into Loan Fraud by Reuters Oct 2nd 2014 6:39AM Authorities are investigating used-car dealerships to see whether they are falsifying information on loan applications to ensure that anyone can buy a car. Amazon, Disney Appear Close to Settling Movie Dispute by Reuters Oct 2nd 2014 6:14AM Amazon.com appears to be close to settling a nearly two-month dispute with Walt Disney during which Amazon stopped offering Disney DVDs for preorder. Previous PageNext Page Financial Playbook Wherever you are on life’s journey—preparing for college, starting a career, raising a family or planning for retirement—here you’ll find advice and tools to guide you toward your goals. 1st quarter: Independence Learn how to form a solid budget, actively manage debt and get a head start on saving for your future. related articles » 2nd quarter: Growth Get guidance on how to organize your finances to support your family while learning strategies on how to grow your wealth. related articles » 3rd quarter: Assessment Learn how to evaluate your progress on your retirement plan and financial goals. related articles » 4th quarter: Achievement As you indulge and enjoy retirement, get advice on how to manage your income and preserve your capital. related articles » Featured Brokers My DailyFinance open My Portfolios PortfoliosRecent Quotes My Courses My Courses SavingsChallenge My Challenge Recommended Articles Recommended Articles Saved Articles Saved Articles × My DailyFinance Settings Please select the following settings for your "My DailyFinance" quick view: My Portfolios Always ShowNever Show Auto OpenClosed My Courses Always ShowNever Show Auto OpenClosed Savings Challenge Always ShowNever Show Auto OpenClosed Recommended Articles Always ShowNever Show Auto OpenClosed My Articles Always ShowNever Show Auto OpenClosed Save Changes Cancel Markets usglobalscurrenciesfutures Featured Contributors Joanna & Johnny Joanna and Johnny are the writing duo behind Our Freaking Budget, a personal finance blog documenting the joys, pains and realities of living on a budget. Read Bio » Aaron Crowe A former newspaper journalist, Aaron Crowe is a freelance writer who specializes in personal finance, real estate and insurance for various websites, including Wisebread, insurance websites, MortgageLoan.com and AOL. Read Bio » Jeremy Biberdorf Jeremy is a marketing professional turned blogger who writes at ModestMoney.com Read Bio » Meet the Whole Team Most Popular You Can Make Big Money from Those Annoying Telemarketers Secret Warranties Can Save Car Owners Thousands in Repairs Shatto Milk Co.: Dairy Farm Finds the Formula for Success Mom Sues Toys R Us, Firm for $80M, Says Watch Burned Son See Savings When Buying Glasses Online -- Savings Experiment Latest Videos JPMorgan Breach Heightens Data Security Doubts See Savings When Buying Glasses Online -- Savings Experiment News You Need to Know Rising Interest Rates Will Be a Mixed Bag for Consumers Next Year - FoxBusiness Yum Brands Books Third-Quarter Earnings Miss - FoxBusiness Red Ink Returns on Wall Street Amid Global Jitters - FoxBusiness Herbalife Execs: All But Certain FTC Won't Shut Down Company - FoxBusiness Broker Center Picks from the Web ZergNet 10 Most Expensive Homes for Sale in America Do Home Sellers Need To Disclose Paranormal Activity? Bavarian-Style Homes for Sale This Oktoberfest More from AOL Real Estate A Closer Look: Maps now offer offline use, PC syncing and other... Yum Brands 3Q earnings miss estimates Market check at the bell More from Fox Business U.S. Jobless Rate Falls to 6-Year Low in September Weekly Jobless Claims Drop to Lowest Level in Over 8 Years 7 Ways to Survive Your Long Commute More from AOL Jobs Tune In To TechCrunch Radio On Sirius XM 102 Indie Tonight Israeli Startup Scene Thriving Despite Conflict More from TechCrunch FAQ Site Map Search Site Apps RSS Videos Feedback AOL Money & Finance. DailyFinance Sitemap | Updated Terms of Service | Updated Privacy Policy | Trademarks | HELP | Advertise With Us | About Our Ads © Copyright 2014 AOL Inc. All Rights Reserved NYSE, NASDAQ and NYSE MKT data delayed 15 minutes. Real-Time prices provided by BATS. Market data provided by Interactive Data. Powered and implemented by Interactive Data Managed Solutions.)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/blogs/research.aspx?blogmonth=3&blogday=28&blogyear=2011&blogid=7524,BCTF Blogs > Research  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources Home > Social Media > Research Blog Search this blog: BCTF Information Services—Research & Reports Provides summaries and links to new reports and studies in the fields of education, labour, and social sciences. Are Anti-Union Attacks Coming to Canada? Permanent link A couple of Canadian newspapers have recently published articles pondering the prospect of the anti-union fight moving to Canada. Sachin Maharaj, "Teachers under the microscope; Battle of Wisconsin and the prospect of a right-wing surge in Ontario worries the province's teachers," Toronto Star, 23 Mar. 2011 Adam Huras, "The clash in Wisconsin; Why one mid-western state is at the epicentre in a clash over public-sector rights - and the inescapable parallels to New Brunswick," New Brunswick Telegraph-Journal, 22 Mar. 2011 Also, news that the Koch brothers, who have had much to do with funding and supporting Tea Party politics in the U.S., may be trying to influence politics in Alberta and Ontario: "Unions ask Stelmach to confirm he's not considering U.S.-style attack on the rights of public-sector workers," Canada Newswire, 23 Mar. 2011 Emma Pullman, "Koch Brothers continue their Canadian takeover," Desmog Blog, 27 Mar. 2011 Last Edited by BCTF Info. Services at 28/03/2011 4:34 PM Comments (0) Indiana Update, and News from Alaska Permanent link Indiana was shaping up to be the next Wisconsin, but word came today that the 39 Democratic representatives who fled the state five weeks ago will return to the Indiana House tonight. The Democrats left to prevent quorum in the state House, where Republicans were attempting to pass a right-to-work bill which would have allowed Indianans to refuse to join unions or pay union dues. Indiana Governor Mitch Daniels eliminated collective bargaining rights for state workers on his first day of office in 2005. The right-to-work bill was yet another attack on public sector unions and would have made it very difficult for unions to organize in Indiana. Though he supported the idea behind the bill, Governor Daniels had urged Republican legislators to drop the proposal because he was worried that it might derail the rest of his legislative agenda. Although the Republicans obliged, the Democrats remained out of the state, "saying that the Daniels agenda (including an aggressive school reform program that will grant private school vouchers to public school students across the state) needs to be changed before they'll come back to Indiana and let the legislative calendar roll on." Daniels has faced harsh criticism from the anti-union right wing in Indiana, who believe that he has been too soft on the missing Democratic legislators and did not do enough to push the right-to-work legislation. The National Right to Work Committee, whose basic philosophy is that, "No one should be forced to pay tribute to a union in order to get or keep a job," took out an ad in Indiana newspapers accusing Daniels and Indiana state House Speaker Brian Bosma of "selling out." Democrats are characterizing their return to Indiana as a victorious one, even though they "obtained concessions that amount to far less than the death of 11 bills, which is what they originally sought." They did, however, force at least three Republican-backed measures to be significantly scaled back, including the elimination of the right-to-work bill, a concession on the school voucher bill, and changes to labour provisions in House Bill 1216, which has to do with government construction projects. House Minority Leader B. Patrick Bauer said in a statement, "The timeout forced by Democrats gave Hoosiers an opportunity to examine the radical agenda being attempted in Indiana and to speak out. We've protected working people from a march to the minimum wage. We've protected collective bargaining rights for Hoosier workers and teachrs. We've softened the blow to public schools and prevented passage of a bill for the private takeover of public schools. This timeout gave millions of Hoosiers a real voice in their state government." Meanwhile, in Alaska, Representative Carl Gatto, a Republican, has proposed a bill modeled on the anti-union legislation in Wisconsin, which would bar public employees from bargaining for anything but wages. State Representative Berta Gardner, a Democrat, alluded to the fight in Wisconsin when she quipped that "If the Democrats flee here, we'll have to go to Canada." Last Edited by BCTF Info. Services at 28/03/2011 4:17 PM Comments (0) Wisconsin Update Permanent link The controversy continues in Wisconsin: On March 18th, a Wisconsin judge ruled that the tactics used by Republicans to pass the anti-union bill in the absence of the 14 Senate Democrats violated the state's open-meetings law, thereby temporarily putting a stop to the legislation. The judge also barred Secretary of State Doug La Follette from publishing the law in the Wisconsin State Journal, which is the official publication that informs the public of new laws. Typically, a law must be published in the Journal within ten days of its approval in the legislature, and it comes into full effect a day after this publication. Now, in apparent defiance of this ruling, Republicans have had the bill published anyway, though through a different channel. On Friday, the Legislative Reference Bureau published the law "according to the LRB's statutory requirement to publish legislation within ten days of enactment." While the LRB has stated that their publication of the law should not actually put it into effect, state Republicans insist that the opposite is true. At this point, there seems to be some confusion as to whether or not the law is actually in effect. The Secretary of the state's Department of Administration, Mike Huebsch, said in a written statement, "the Department of Administration will begin the process of implementing (the law) as we are required to do the day after a bill is lawfully published." Secretary of State La Follette, however, maintains that the bill must be published by his office in the Wisconsin State Journal in order to take effect, something that has yet to happen. Over the weekend, La Follette said, "At this point, we wait until Monday to see if the Supreme Court decides to do anything. We wait until Tuesday for the trial judge to hold a hearing, which is scheduled for 8:30 a.m. Beyond that, I don't know." However, on Sunday Governor Walker's administration stopped collecting dues on behalf of state unions and began charging employees more for their health care and pensions. There are currently three lawsuits pending against the legislation. Posted by BCTF Info. Services at 28/03/2011 4:06 PM Comments (0) << March 2011 >> Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat     1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31     Blogroll On Education: Schools for a Civil Society B.C. Education Report (Tracy Sherlock, Vancouver Sun) The Hook/Education Teacher Solidarity UBC Educational Studies blog Where the Blog has No Name Archive April 2014 March 2014 January 2014 December 2013 November 2013 October 2013 September 2013 August 2013 June 2013 May 2013 April 2013 March 2013 December 2012 September 2012 August 2012 November 2011 September 2011 April 2011 March 2011 February 2011 January 2011 December 2010 November 2010 October 2010 September 2010 August 2010 July 2010 June 2010 May 2010 April 2010 March 2010 January 2010 December 2009 November 2009 October 2009 September 2009 Subjects Education Labour Social Sciences Recent Posts Recent Additions to the Information Services Research Files - April 2014 Recent Additions to the Information Services Research Files - March 2014 Recent Additions to the Information Services Research Files - February 2014 Recent Additions to the Information Services Research Files - January 2014 Recent Additions to the Information Services Research Files - December 2013 If you are experiencing technical difficulties, please contact the webmanager@bctf.ca. About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=22925&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 23, Number 6, April 2011   Teacher’s pension plan Solidarity action = Working with others   The act of working together for collective betterment is familiar territory to teachers. How have teachers worked to build coalition within the BCTF and with other groups to work across differences to find common ground and move toward greater equity in pension matters? With this question in mind and using the Social Justice Lens dealing with Solidarity Action: collectively working for change, the BCTF Pensions Committee has zoomed in on joint endeavours with others resulting in the collective betterment for all members, active and retired in the area of pensions with the goal of dignity in retirement. A history of working together on pensions  The right to a pension was an early concern of the BCTF. Two years after its 1917 founding, the BCTF at a Special General Meeting held on January 3, 1919, called upon the provincial legislature to establish a Superannuation Fund for Teachers. The BCTF was requesting a pension of 1/60 of salary (based on the average salary of the last ten years) for each year of service. So early in its history the BCTF began clearly enunciating some clear principles about the way our pension plan should be shaped. The government amended the Civil Servants’ Pension Act in 1921 to allow teachers to receive a pension, but there was a stipulation. The local school board had to choose to offer a pension to teachers, and the local municipal council had to agree. The net result was that not one public school teacher received a pension under this provision! It took another eight years of lobbying by the BCTF and continued pressure from its members before the provincial legislature finally enacted the first Teachers’ Pension Act on April 1, 1929. The BCTF recognizes the right of Honorary Associate members (retired teachers who have been active in the BCTF for a minimum of 10 years) to enter into debate and vote at the BCTF AGM on recommendations and resolutions concerning pensions as a Special Committee as a Whole. Around 1945, a retired member was appointed as a voting member of the BCTF Pension Committee—this was later increased to two members around the early 1970s. The BCTF Pension Committee’s prime responsibility was to active members of the BCTF and the members of the BC Retired Teachers’ Association. In 1992, the Teachers’ Pension Plan Advisory Committee (TPPAC) was formed to include a representative of the BC Principals’ and Vice Principals’ Association and the BC School Superintendents’ Association—all members of the Teachers’ Pension Plan. Solidarity action = Coalition with a group  The 40th anniversary of the 1971 one-day strike over pensions  On October 30, 1970, in a province-wide referendum, 88% of teachers voted in favour of a province-wide strike to back demands for pension improvements, not only for active teachers but also for retired members. Thus, the first province-wide strike in BCTF history, which occurred March 19, 1971, was over pensions! Side-by-side, active and retired members campaigned for improvements to the pensions of those already retired and for those who would retire in the future. Retired teachers lobbied their MLAs in their constituencies and at the legislature in Victoria. The unity of the profession sent a strong message to the BC government that the BCTF represented teachers. Solidarity Action = Achieving equity  Joint Trusteeship of the Teachers’ Pension Plan  In 1994, the Teachers’ Pension Board was established. The board consisted of three representatives of the pension plan members (one was a retired member), three representatives of the government with the Superannuation (now the BC Pension Corporation), commissioner acting as chairperson. All were appointed by the Lieutenant Governor in Council. In 2001, teachers across the province were engaged in a consultation on whether or not to enter into joint trusteeship of the pension plan. In a province-wide vote, 87% of plan members voted in favour of joint trusteeship. This year, 2011, marks the 10th anniversary of the signing of the Joint Trustee Agreement by the BCTF as the Plan Member Partner and the BC Government as the Plan Employer. Effective April 5, 2001, the Teachers’ Pension Board of Trustees (with five appointees from each partner) became responsible for managing the pension plan and the pension fund. Solidarity Action = Working together to find common ground  2009 Consultation on pensions  All members were consulted on the future of indexing pensions. Both active members and retired members participated. Strong member support for maintaining full cost of living adjustments to pension benefits was confirmed in an online survey and by motions passed at the 2010 BCTF Annual General Meeting. An agreement was then made by the plan partners to amend the Joint Trust Agreement in order to bolster the Inflation Adjustment Account (IAA) and sustain the indexing of pensions. Active members now contribute an extra 1% to the IAA and retired members will no longer receive the Extended Health Benefit subsidy after December 31, 2011. All members recognized the importance of equity in terms of indexing for those who have retired and those who will retire in the future. The BCTF has advocated for both active and retired members in those areas where omissions or errors have been made in terms of their enrolment dates, pension service, payments, etc. People who worked as a TTOC prior to 1992 were able to purchase that TTOC service if they submitted an application to do so by March 31, 2007. As of July 1, 2005, TTOC service was fully recognized with enrolment in the plan compulsory with the first day of service. Solidarity Action = Recognition of injustices  What about responsible investing?  Our investment manager, the British Columbia Investment Management Corporation (bcIMC) works tirelessly to ensure that our pension funds are safe, secure, and responsibly invested. bcIMC actively engages with the companies in which it holds assets on our behalf on issues involving human rights, climate change, and best practices in corporate governance. bcIMC further collaborates on this engagement with like-minded groups such as the Canadian Coalition for Good Governance, the Asian Cooperate Governance Association, the International Corporate Governance Network, The United Nations Principles for Responsible Investment, and the Carbon Disclosure Project to advance the policies of good governance and responsible investing with companies and corporations around the world. In addition, the four public sector pension plans (TPP, College Pension Plan, Municipal Pension Plan, and Public Service Pension Plan) meet together regularly to discuss those investment issues that could affect the performance of the individual plans positively or negatively as well as endeavours to enhance responsible investing. An example of this was the creation of US Social Index Fund benchmarked to the Domini KLD 400 index in 2006 for the college, public service, and the teachers’ pension plan funds. The Municipal Pension Plan joined the pool in 2009. In 2009, a motion passed at the BCTF AGM regarding responsible investing that read: “That the trustees of the Teachers’ Pension Board be encouraged to further enhance responsible investing through actions such as positive screening of future investments, shareholder engagement, support of appropriate shareholder initiatives, proxy voting, and participation in socially screened investment pools.” At the 2011 BCTF AGM, a motion passed asking that the Teachers’ Pension Board of Trustees investigate the creation of a new pooled fund, screened on specific criteria and with a targeted earning threshold. Again, the teachers are leading the way toward responsible investing. Solidarity action = Building coalition through co-operation  How are we contributing to the improvement of pensions to all Canadians?  The BCTF supports the Canadian Labour Congress’ campaign to double Canadian Pension Plan benefits for all Canadians and to increase the amount of Guaranteed Income Supplement (means tested) and Old Age Security to all recipients. Recently, the BCTF submitted briefs to the Canadian Labour Congress, all the Provincial Ministers of Finance, and the Federal Minister of Finance in support of dignity in retirement for all Canadians. The BCTF submitted a brief to the 2007 Alberta/British Columbia Pension Standards Review supporting a defined benefit pension plan model for provincial workers without a pension and encouraging the expansion throughout the private sector. In addition, the Teachers’ Pension Board of Trustees made a joint submission along with the College and the Public Service Pension Boards of Trustees to the same panel. Solidarity Action = Achieving equity  This is the third of a four-part series of articles by the BCTF Pensions Committee that will appear this year in Teacher newsmagazine. )
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(20141006,globalnews.ca,http://globalnews.ca/news/1552864/5-things-you-need-to-know-about-apples-iphone-event/,5 things you need to know about Apple’s iPhone event  | Globalnews.ca Your Region: National BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg On TV: News Hour Sections National National sections Locals Local sections Watch Watch sections Search Canada Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released Sections Health Money Consumer Tech Entertainment Environment Science Lifestyle Sports Featured Canada World Politics Investigations Canada Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released Your Region National Change BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Health Money Consumer Tech Entertainment Environment Science Lifestyle Sports Jump to a Region National BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Man trying to reach Bermuda in inflatable bubble rescued by Coast Guard Schedule NowNews Hour 6:30pmGlobal National More Programs Global National The West Block 16x9 The Morning Show More Personalities Dawna Friesen Carolyn Jarvis Liza Fromer Tom Clark More News Major snowfall covers N. Manitoba Entertainment ‘Gone Girl’ wins weekend box office News Journalist with Ebola arrives at US hospital Canada Quebecor sells off Sun newspaper chain News Crowdfunded bus debuts in Toronto Entertainment Depardieu reveals past as escort, thief Canada MPs debate motion for airstrikes in Iraq Sports NBA extends television deals for 9 years Trending Maple Syrup Heist Hong Kong protests Iraq crisis Luka Magnotta Ebola outbreak enterovirus D68 Ukraine Retail Wars Apple iPhone Event September 9, 2014 6:00 pm 5 things you need to know about Apple’s iPhone event By Nicole Bogart and Andrew Russell  Global News What is this? Sponsored content is written by Global News' editorial staff without any editorial influence by the sponsor. If you'd like to learn more... What is this ? X What is this? Sponsored content is written by Global News' without any editorial influence by the sponsor. If you'd like to learn more... WATCH: Globalnews.ca’s tech reporter breaks down Tuesday’s Apple announcement. TORONTO – Apple unveiled a slew of new products in Cupertino, California Tuesday, including two new versions of its flagship smartphone and its first foray into wearable tech. Apple CEO Tim Cook introduced the iPhone 6, 6 Plus and the Apple Watch during a nearly two-hour long special event at the Flint Center for the Performing Arts, the same venue where Apple founder Steve Jobs unveiled the game-changing Mac computer 25 years ago. WATCH: Apple CEO Tim Cook announced not one, but two new iPhone models – both of which have larger screens. Though the new iPhone lineup was touted as the “biggest advancement in the history of the iPhone,” the majority of the excitement surrounding the event was focused on the long-rumoured Apple Watch. LISTEN: Apple unveils its next generation products Here is a look at what the technology giant has in store for its users: Apple Watch Wearable tech fans finally got a glimpse of perhaps the longest-rumoured Apple product ever – the Apple Watch. “It’s the most personal product we’ve ever made,” said Cook of the company’s first smartwatch. Apple announces its smartwatch. Rectangular watch with a touch wheel much like the iPod wheel, zooms out and in. http://t.co/d3trczslHG— Nicole Bogart (@nlynnbogart) September 09, 2014 The device works as a companion to the iPhone to send messages, check notifications, interact with other Apple Watch users and use Apple Maps. Apple’s product designers repurposed the traditional watch dial to be a “Digital Crown” that allows users to scroll, zoom and navigate the screen. The watch can also sense when the user is raising their wrist to automatically illuminate the screen. WATCH: Apple CEO Tim Cook introduces the company’s first foray into wearable tech – Apple Watch. Story continues below Apple Watch will be available in three different collections – Apple Watch, Apple Watch Sport and Apple Watch Edition – and will come in two different sizes, 42 mm and 38 mm for those with smaller wrists. There is even an 18-karat rose or yellow gold version. Apple Watch will also feature its own messaging system that will allow users to send each other “touches” in the form of a vibration, drawings and even share each other’s heartbeat, which is read directly from the user’s wrist. Apple has not yet announced an official release date for the watch, but said it will go on sale in “early 2015,” starting at US$349. iPhone 6 and iPhone 6 Plus Cook began the event by unveiling what he called the “biggest advancement in the history of iPhone,” the much-anticipated iPhone 6. The phone is available in two sizes: the iPhone 6 with a 4.7-inch screen and the larger version, the iPhone 6 Plus, with a 5.5-inch screen. The iPhone 6 also features new Retina HD display screens. The models are the thinnest ever in the iPhone series at 6.9 mm and 7.1 mm. Here's a look at the phones comparatively. pic.twitter.com/AAxUL54OCA — Nicole Bogart (@nlynnbogart) September 9, 2014 The devices will also have longer battery lives – the 6 will get up to 50 hours of audio playback, while the 6 Plus will get up to 80. Both phones have upgraded 8MP iSight Cameras with 1.5 micron pixels. The iPhone 6 camera will include a new feature dubbed “Focus Pixels” that allow the camera to focus twice as fast. WATCH: Apple’s Phil Schiller provides a look at some of the new and exciting features of the iPhone 6. For Canadian consumers, the iPhone 6 will start at $759 for the 16GB model and $859  for the 64GB model without a contract. For the first time, Apple will not offer a 32GB iPhone; however, a new 128GB model will be available for $969 outright. The iPhone 6 Plus will run you $859 for the 16GB model, $969 for the 64GB model and $1079 for the 128GB model. Both phones will be available in space grey, silver and gold. The new phones will go on sale in Canada Sept. 19. Mobile payments Apple also unveiled its new mobile payment process called Apple Pay. The new system will be built into every iPhone 6 and 6 Plus using Near Field Communication (NFC). Security for the new payment system features Touch ID and a new chip called ‘secure element.’ Apple Pay is built into every iPhone 6, 6+ using NFC. Also uses Touch ID and new chip called secure element. http://t.co/4tU4Nnedof— Nicole Bogart (@nlynnbogart) September 09, 2014 Users can store their credit card numbers in Apple’s Passbook App; however, the company was quick to note that card numbers are encrypted and card numbers are never stored on the device. Apple was also careful in explaining that Apple never stores, or has access to payment information – the transaction information stays between the user, the merchant and the bank. WATCH: Apple Pay is a new mobile payment platform built into every iPhone 6 and iPhone 6 Plus. If the phone is lost or stolen, users are able to protect themselves by using the “Find My iPhone” app to suspend all mobile payments. Apple has already teamed up with a number of U.S. retailers, including Macy’s, Walgreens, Whole Foods and the Disney Store, to introduce Apple Pay. Online retailers including Uber and the MLB have also signed on. However, its unclear when Canadians will get to use Apple Pay. The company has not yet done any work on the system outside of the U.S. iOS 8 Where there’s a new iPhone, there’s a new operating system. Apple users already got a sneak peek at the latest mobile operating system, iOS 8, at Apple’s Worldwide Developers Conference in June. iOS 8 is the first major software change since Apple released the totally redesigned iOS 7. The new software will sport interactive notifications, so you can respond to a message without having to leave another app. It will have new gestures, such as double tapping to see a list of frequent contacts. iOS 8 will also feature new additions that have long been associated with the Android platform. For example, the new “quick type” feature promises predictive typing suggestions. Some pointed out that Android has also supported similar notification features before Apple. One small feature that many users seemed to be excited about was the option to remove yourself from group messages. The new operating system will be available for download Sept. 17. Live stream difficulties  Apple’s event wasn’t without it’s missteps, however. The live stream of the keynote, which was available only on certain Apple platforms, experienced a number of technical blunders throughout the two-hour event. In fact, many viewers missed the majority of the iPhone segment because the stream would only show a special event slate listing technical information. Apple fans and tech reporters took to Twitter to complain about the troubles. New iPhone 6 landscape mode looks incredible #AppleLive pic.twitter.com/knsfIdQeyJ — Chris Roman (@chrisroman) September 9, 2014 [P] The #AppleEvent live feed right now: pic.twitter.com/OTuhXHvlSd — Paul and Storm (@paulandstorm) September 9, 2014 Just when you thought Apple had the live stream sorted – Access Denied — Michael Oliveira (@michaeloliveira) September 9, 2014 Why, WHY?! pic.twitter.com/pkGVIhF1Jz — Nicole Bogart (@nlynnbogart) September 9, 2014 © Shaw Media, 2014 Report an error Apple Apple iPhone Event iOS 8 iPad Air iPhone iPhone 6 iWatch mobile payments Smartphone Wars Smartwatches Wearable Technology Nicole Bogart Web Coordinator Nicole Bogart is the tech reporter for Global News.ca, based in Toronto. Andrew Russell Web Producer Andrew is a Web Producer with GlobalNews.ca. More Stories Canada Live coverage: Apple unveils iPhone 6, Apple Watch What are the first impressions of the iPhone 6, 6 Plus and Apple Watch? Apple to reveal its next big thing today Could U2 help launch the iPhone 6? Reports suggest band is ‘heavily involved’ Christmas comes early for Apple lovers, new iPhone released Comments Popular Now Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released 20224 How does Ebola spread? 5 things you need to know 18659 Accused Madeleine McCann Twitter troll found dead 9985 Ebola: 5 reasons why an outbreak is highly unlikely in Canada 7298 UPDATE: What’s the best, cheapest Canadian cellphone plan out there? 5891 Featured Content Canada Ebola: 5 reasons why an outbreak is highly unlikely in Canada What are the chances of an Ebola outbreak taking off in Canada? It isn’t likely, according to experts. And here are a number of reasons why. Continue reading → Environment Are we in the midst of a mass extinction? There have been 5 mass extinctions — the loss of 75 per cent or more of the world’s species — in Earth’s history. Scientists now believe that we are at the early stages of the sixth. Continue reading → Health Lab-grown penises may soon be ‘ready for testing’ on humans Researchers in North Carolina say penises grown in laboratories could “soon be ready for human testing,” offering hope for men who have had traumatic injuries or penile cancer. Continue reading → Canada Meet Rachel Parent — the teen fighting for GMO labelling in Canada Rachel Parent is a 15-year-old activist. Her goal: mandatory labelling in Canada of all genetically modified organisms, or GMOs that are found as ingredients in food. Continue reading → Canada Abandoned puppies on the mend Twenty hungry, cold and flea-infested puppies found in a Saskatchewan field are now being nursed back to health at Battleford’s Humane Society. Continue reading → Science Everything you need to know about Wednesday’s lunar eclipse On Oct. 8, Canada will be treated to its second lunar eclipse of the year. Find out what you can expect. Continue reading → Canada Can homegrown food win the climate change war? Wondering what’s the single most effective way to combat climate change? Plant a garden. Continue reading → Canada 16×9: An investigation into illegal lumber Timber thieves are stealing wood from the Russian Far East, processing it in China and then shipping it to North America, a 16×9 investigation has found. Continue reading → Highlights Hounds of Parliament: As commuting cyclist and budget watchdog, Frechette must make his presence known Frechette draws a line distinguishing his personality as a cyclist and as the parliamentary budget officer. But surely there’s a parallel between the assertive man he is on a bike and in the role of PBO? Continue reading → Email alerts Sign up for FREE daily Globalnews.ca newsletters and breaking news alerts Email Address National Daily News National Breaking News By clicking on the submit button, I have read, understood and agreed to our privacy policy Twitter Follow globalnews 20 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews USA Swimming suspends #MichaelPhelps for 6 months glbn.ca/ClLU9 pic.twitter.com/nqC3dQ3NhL 20 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews Hillary Clinton: military action against ISIS “critical” and “essential” globalnews.ca/news/1600343/w… #cdnpoli 32 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews Boy left in car during church choir practice dies glbn.ca/ClKBB Jump to a Region BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Connect Facebook Twitter Google+ RSS Contact Us Global News About Us Privacy Policy Principles & Practices Terms & Conditions Copyright Shaw Media Advertise Open Data © Shaw Media Inc., 2014. All rights reserved. Follow Follow “Global News” Get every new post delivered to your Inbox. Join 3,820 other followers Powered by WordPress.com Shaw Connect Expand News Entertainment Entertainment Home Celebs Movies TV Music Living Lifestyle Food Home & Living Sports Money Tech Travel Breaktime Autos Watch TV Online All Sites Global Global News Food Network HGTV History Television Showcase Slice DTOUR ET Canada National Geographic Movietime Lifetime H2 DIY Action NG Wild Mystery IFC BBC Deja Vu Twist)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=31082,BCTF News Releases  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources   For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development News Release Archives 2014  2013  2012    2011 2010  2009  2008 2007  2006  Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2013 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  October 23, 2013 BC teachers take the lead with province-wide professional development conferences BC teachers take the lead with province-wide professional development conferences This week, the BC Teachers’ Federation’s 32 Provincial Specialist Associations (PSAs) will host dynamic professional development conferences in communities across BC. The conferences will bring teachers together in their teaching areas to share, collaborate, learn, and improve their practice. The PSAs, which all receive grants from the BCTF, give teachers a community to exchange ideas on research, teaching strategies, curriculum development, and other shared goals. The province-wide ProD day is this Friday, October 25, 2013 and most events continue through the weekend. “BC teachers are passionate and committed professionals with a love for learning,” said BCTF President Jim Iker. “That passion is always evident at the Provincial Specialist Association professional development day conferences where teachers gain new insights, share success stories, and learn from each other. While these conferences are very visible examples, teacher-led professional development actually occurs year-round and has a wonderful impact on the education of our students.” The Twitter hashtag for the conferences is #BCTFpd. Here is a quick snapshot of some of the highlights of conferences taking place this week: In Richmond, the BC School Counsellors' Association is hosting Counselling in a Wired World, which features workshops on preparing teens for post-school success, apps for combating anxiety, and using social media to battle bullying. The keynote speaker, Tod Maffin, is an authority on how technology and society interact. Visit http://www.bcscaconference.ca/ for more information. In Squamish, the BC Technology Education Association is hosting Rebuilding for the Future, which includes workshops on combining trades courses with mathematics, reviewing the provincial government’s Discover Trades BC portal, building mountain-bike frames, blacksmithing, and project-based learning in tech ed classrooms. Visit http://www.bctea.org/ for more information. In Vancouver, the BC Primary Teachers' Association is hosting Teaching from the Heart with a  keynote address and breakout session by Mary Gordon, founder of the "Roots of Empathy" program. Teachers will also attend workshops on helping students with emotional and social regulation, interactive mathematics, as well as technology and play. Visit http://www.bcpta.ca for more information. In Coquitlam, the Teachers of Home Economics Specialist Association is hosting We ARE the Life App for That, with keynote speaker Gwen Chapman, program director of the Food, Nutrition and Health program and Associate Dean Academic in the Faculty of Land and Food Systems at UBC. Participants will take workshops on the economics of buying local food and applying new technologies to home economics classrooms. Visit http://www.thesaconference.ca/index.php for more information. For the full listing of all the conferences, including those on science, social studies, music, drama, etc., review the calendar here.  -  30  - For more information, contact Rich Overgaard, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell). Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141007,www.huffingtonpost.ca,http://www.huffingtonpost.ca/news/wedding-style/vertical/bignews,�      m�1o�0�w~��.I��ꡁ*����::�������_C֎�}�I���>�ߺGu9����|:�|p��'@�ʧ�[��+�Z�DKڤ�;v$_�;q 2���מ<��)3�5��`楿��d�p�ʒ0��� �'ѯQ�Ծ�yx�1�޶��q�C��h4x�D2&��ĳ#x��]�\�۪sii$-�a��J���?zr9)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media last tweet "" @ - 12:00am Follow @ last post "" facebook/ - Jan 1st Like Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8928&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, Number 3, January/February 2004 Support from across Canada We fully support the principle that the governing council of the College of Teachers be composed of a majority of teachers elected by members of the teaching profession. Alberta Teachers’ Association The creation of the BCTF Democratic College Fund is creative, courageous, and unfortunately not without peril for your members. The degree of support shown by teachers and the general public illustrates the correctness of the position of B.C. teachers. On behalf of the ATA, I lend our voice of support to the B.C. Teachers’ Federation and all B.C. teachers as you work to achieve fair representation on your College of Teachers. Best of luck to you as you work to correct a government action that is clearly headed in the wrong direction. President Frank Bruseker Canadian Teachers’ Federation We congratulate the members of the B.C. Teachers’ Federation for the principled stand that they have taken regarding the government’s changes to the composition of the B.C. College of Teachers. You have all demonstrated incredible leadership on this issue, which will provide an important platform for all teachers in Canada. The teachers’ vote of support reaching almost 90% speaks volumes about their commitment to a democratically structured college. Again, BCTF has led the way in standing strong for its principles. The 240,000 members of the Canadian Teachers’ Federation both congratulate you and thank you for your efforts. President Terry Price Elementary Teachers’ Federation of Ontario We trust that all B.C. teachers will face this attack from the government standing tall together and will be steadfast in all actions that attack the democratic rights of teachers. We teachers in Ontario recognize that it is not easy to fight a giant, but together we can make a giant difference. President Lila Paddock, Refrew Country Teachers’ Local, ETFO Manitoba Teachers’ Society The Federation is to be commended for making the decision to establish the BCTF Democratic College fund. The fact that your members are prepared to support that decision demonstrates solidarity and their determination to defend their rights as professionals. It takes great courage to take such action. The teachers of Manitoba wish you success in your struggle to challenge Bill 51. President Brian Ardern Montreal Teachers Association Our representative assembly on November 25, 2003, passed the following motion: That the Montreal Teachers Association express its support for the solidarity with the teachers of the B.C. Teachers’ Federation in your struggle over the College of Teachers, as well as our pride and admiration for the excellent work the BCTF is doing to fight this very meaningful battle. As teacher unionists, we all stand together. We know how important it is to be reminded of that when facing serious challenges and ramifications, such as you are dealing with in not paying dues to the College of Teachers. We have never forgotten the assistance and support we got in 1983 from teachers across Canada, and we want to stand with you as you face the upcoming December 1 deadline. Please convey this message of support to union locals of the BCTF and please feel free to take up upon our offer of more practical support. President Ruth Rosenfield Nova Scotia Teachers Union We commend your representative assembly for taking the decision, in overwhelming fashion, to establish a BCTF Democratic College Fund. The fact that teachers in B.C. are prepared to follow this path, despite the obvious risks, speaks volumes for their determination to defend their rights as professionals. On behalf of over 10,000 members within NSTU, I offer you and your membership the unqualified support of the NSTU. We recognize the justice of your cause, identify with the objectives of your undertaking, and encourage you to stay the course until you realize total victory through your ongoing campaign. President Brian Forbes Ontario English Catholic Teachers Association You and your members are to be congratulated on the decisive and daring step you have taken in refusing to pay your college of teacher fees while that institution remains a creature of the government. As you are well aware, Ontario’s teachers have been fighting an all-out battle with the Ontario College of Teachers since 2001, when that arm of the government (not a self-regulating professional body) imposed the Professional Learning Program (PLP) on all teachers in the province’s publicly funded elementary and secondary schools. The PLP threatens teachers with de-certification if they do not complete an endlessly repeating five-year cycle of 14 courses. In other words, perpetual probation. Now, with the election of a new government, we expect to see an end to this oppressive regime and the transformation of the college into a true self-regulatory body. What has worked here in Ontario is what is already working for you in B.C., and that is the solidarity of your members, the majority of whom are backing your fee refusal strategy. You have our best wishes and the assurance that we will provide any assistance that you and your colleagues request from us. President Donna Marie Kennedy Ontario Teachers’ Federation< The OTF represents 144,000 full-time, part-time, and occasional teachers in the publicly funded public, Catholic, and francophone schools in Ontario. We fully support the principle that the governing council of the College of Teachers be composed of a majority of teachers elected by members of the teaching profession. The experience in Ontario has shown that this element is critical if the college is to have any credibility with teachers. We would therefore like to extend our support to your Federation for continuing to uphold this principle. We also congratulate your members who have decided to take the very bold step of rescinding their agreement to have their college fees deducted by employers. While we understand that a decision of this magnitude is not easy for the individual teacher to take, we are sure your members know how important it is to show solidarity. We applaud BCTF and its members for taking this decision and hope that your actions will send a clear message to your government about the serious problems created by its meddling in the affairs of the profession. President Yvan Roy Prince Edward Island Teachers’ Federation PEI teachers stand in solidarity with all BCTF members as you pursue your strategy of dealing with an unreasonable government that refuses to make education a priority for its citizens. Our membership wishes you every success in your efforts to challenge Bill 51. We realize that your situation and its outcome may have serious implications for all Canadian teachers. Good luck with your efforts! Maurice Poirier, on behalf of the PEITF Executive Quebec Provincial Association of Teachers As the representatives of teachers working for Anglophone school boards, QPAT expects to face its own challenges from a government intending to impose a College of Teachers in Quebec. Your successful defense of the interests of teachers will surely resonate across the country including the province of Quebec. Our teachers remember your support during our struggles with the Quebec government in 1982–83. Consequently, QPAT is proud to be able to offer support to the members of BCTF. As we all know only in solidarity can teacher unions be victorious in their struggles against government obstinacy. I am confident that the B.C. teachers will succeed. President Ardèle Warr Saskatchewan Teachers’ Federation I believe you are engaged in a struggle that will have reverberations throughout the country. As teachers, we have observed that actions undertaken in one province are often imitated by officials in other provinces, therefore, it is critical that we stand together in opposition to ideas that are wrong-minded and not conducive to the teaching and learning process, nor in the best interests of education overall. Please understand that we, as Saskatchewan teachers, support our colleagues in B.C., and I hope you will have an opportunity to communicate this to your members as well. President Murray Wall)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/ProfessionalDevelopment.aspx?id=31869&printPage=true,BCTF > Professional Development Days  	Professional Development  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Professional Development Professional Development Days   At various times during the year, school is in session for teachers but not for students. These days are devoted to teacher professional development, or Pro D.   The scheduling of Pro D days does not mean a loss of instructional time for students, as these days were added to the school calendar.  The inclusion of Pro D days in the school calendar increased the number of days of work for teachers with no loss of instructional days for students.  Education in BC and around the world is continually changing, so it is important for teachers to keep on top of new research and education policies that affect their work with students. Although classes are not in session on professional development days, teachers use this time to work with colleagues to further their skills and engage in a broad range of professional development activities, such as attending a provincial conference, a locally-based workshop, or a school-based discussion group.  Teachers value the opportunity to work with their peers and to enhance their practice in ways that will, in turn, benefit the students in their classes. 40th anniversary of non-instructional days in the school calendar (Teacher newsmagazine, May/June 2012) Everything you always wanted to know about PD days (Teacher newsmagazine, Mar 2000) Professional development days: Historical perspective (1972-1996)    )
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(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/bctf?lang=ja,BCTF(@bctf)さん | Twitter Twitter 検索クエリ Twitterを検索 検索メモ 削除 認証済みアカウント @ おすすめユーザー 認証済みアカウント @ 認証済みアカウント @ 言語: 日本語 Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe 繁體中文 简体中文 Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 アカウントをお持ちの場合は ログイン Twitter は初めてですか? 今すぐ登録 » ログイン 電話番号、メールアドレスまたはユーザー名 パスワード ログイン 保存する パスワードを忘れた場合はこちら 既にテキストメッセージで Twitter をご利用ですか? BCTF @bctf ツイート 5,120 画像/動画 481 フォロー 4,245 フォロワー 18,252 お気に入り 534   その他 お気に入り リスト @bctfさんのミュートを解除 @bctfさんをミュート フォロー フォロー中 解除 ブロック中 ブロック解除 保留中 キャンセル BCTF @bctf The BC Teachers' Federation represents the 41,000 public school teachers in British Columbia. Hopes for #bced outlined at http://www.afairdeal.ca  Vancouver, BC bctf.ca 2008年12月に登録 481 画像と動画 ツイート ツイート ツイートと返信 BCTF @bctf  ·  4 時間 3時間前 Seeing some #bced teachers putting their names forward for School Board/ #bcmuni elections in November. Any in your community? #bcpoli 返信 0件の返信 リツイート リツイート済み 2件のリツイート 2 お気に入りに登録 お気に入り 2件のお気に入り 2 その他 ツイートをサイトに埋め込む BCTF @bctf  ·  10月4日 New @OECD_Edu report: School competition doesn’t improve achievement http://www.oecd.org/pisa/pisaproducts/pisainfocus/PISA-in-Focus-N42-%28eng%29-FINAL.pdf … + comment: http://www.thelittleeducationreport.ca/  | #bced 返信 0件の返信 リツイート リツイート済み 15件のリツイート 15 お気に入りに登録 お気に入り 7件のお気に入り 7 その他 ツイートをサイトに埋め込む BCTF @bctf  ·  10月4日 Why do we educate? - New @bctf research report re: proposed #bced directions + new economies: http://bctf.ca/uploadedFiles/Publications/Research_reports/RR2014-07.pdf … | #cdnedchat #edpolicy 返信 0件の返信 リツイート リツイート済み 9件のリツイート 9 お気に入りに登録 お気に入り 4件のお気に入り 4 その他 ツイートをサイトに埋め込む BCTFさんがリツイート dave mackenzie @vernondavemack  ·  10月4日 BC School Counsellor conference REGISTRATION is OPEN http://goo.gl/a3u4fh  LOWEST REG FEE EVER @bctf @bcedplan @bcedchat 返信 0件の返信 リツイート リツイート済み 2件のリツイート 2 お気に入りに登録 お気に入り 0件のお気に入り その他 ツイートをサイトに埋め込む BCTF @bctf  ·  10月4日 2014-2015 BCTF Executive Committee on Twitter (2/2): @JamesSanyshyn @PaulSteer @norm_sabourin @CaroleGordonBC 返信 0件の返信 リツイート リツイート済み 1件のリツイート 1 お気に入りに登録 お気に入り 5件のお気に入り 5 その他 ツイートをサイトに埋め込む BCTF @bctf  ·  10月4日 2014-2015 BCTF Executive Committee on Twitter (1/2): @glenhansman @TeriMooring @LTAPresident @tgrandin @SafeWithKaren @davidkom1 | #bced 返信 0件の返信 リツイート リツイート済み 4件のリツイート 4 お気に入りに登録 お気に入り 6件のお気に入り 6 その他 ツイートをサイトに埋め込む BCTFさんがリツイート Douglas Quan @dougquan  ·  9月26日 B.C. teacher’s battle to restore shattered reputation following false accusations http://o.canada.com/news/national/b-c-teachers-battle-to-restore-shattered-reputation-following-false-accusations#.VCXblCKSPRw.twitter … via @canadadotcom 概要を表示 返信 0件の返信 リツイート リツイート済み 23件のリツイート 23 お気に入りに登録 お気に入り 3件のお気に入り 3 その他 ツイートをサイトに埋め込む BCTF @bctf  ·  10月4日 New documentary from @eduint highlights daily commitment of teachers around the world http://dlvr.it/75R1sT  | #bced 返信 0件の返信 リツイート リツイート済み 9件のリツイート 9 お気に入りに登録 お気に入り 4件のお気に入り 4 その他 ツイートをサイトに埋め込む BCTF @bctf  ·  10月4日 Check out Vancouver Secondary member and comedian @MrPaulBae in @OurTimesMag here: http://tinyurl.com/k9ncoao  | #bced @vstaprez 返信 0件の返信 リツイート リツイート済み 3件のリツイート 3 お気に入りに登録 お気に入り 2件のお気に入り 2 その他 ツイートをサイトに埋め込む BCTFさんがリツイート Canadian Labour @CanadianLabour  ·  8月29日 Tell @pmharper to launch a PUBLIC INQUIRY into Missing & Murdered Aboriginal Women - http://goo.gl/8HfDHR  #canlab pic.twitter.com/7juUUsvIVJ 画像/動画をさらに表示 返信 0件の返信 リツイート リツイート済み 79件のリツイート 79 お気に入りに登録 お気に入り 15件のお気に入り 15 その他 ツイートをサイトに埋め込む BCTF @bctf  ·  10月3日 Social media tidbits: @pressprogress' @Raffi_RC and @christyclarkbc post had 157504 unique views on our FB page http://www.pressprogress.ca/en/post/childrens-troubadour-raffi-schools-christy-clark-over-teacher-dispute … #bced 返信 0件の返信 リツイート リツイート済み 9件のリツイート 9 お気に入りに登録 お気に入り 5件のお気に入り 5 その他 ツイートをサイトに埋め込む BCTF @bctf  ·  10月3日 Social media tidbits: BCTF followers on Facebook grew by 6,000 during #bced strike. Twitter followers grew by 12,000. 返信 0件の返信 リツイート リツイート済み 14件のリツイート 14 お気に入りに登録 お気に入り 6件のお気に入り 6 その他 ツイートをサイトに埋め込む BCTF @bctf  ·  10月3日 Social media tidbits: During #bced strike, our Facebook page posts had collective reach of 3.9 million! Some posts >200,000 individual views 返信 0件の返信 リツイート リツイート済み 13件のリツイート 13 お気に入りに登録 お気に入り 6件のお気に入り 6 その他 ツイートをサイトに埋め込む Greater Vancouver, British Columbia BCTFさんがリツイート glenn ross @vurvdesign  ·  10月2日 My daughter's home ec class has 24 sewing machines and 30 kids. . . #bced #bctf 返信 0件の返信 リツイート リツイート済み 19件のリツイート 19 お気に入りに登録 お気に入り 4件のお気に入り 4 その他 ツイートをサイトに埋め込む BCTFさんがリツイート Teri Mooring @TeriMooring  ·  10月2日 Issues r direct result of underfunding. Inclusion is critical & costly: All children deserve quality education #bced http://www.vancouversun.com/opinion/op-ed/children+deserve+quality+education/10253439/story.html … 概要を表示 返信 0件の返信 リツイート リツイート済み 9件のリツイート 9 お気に入りに登録 お気に入り 1件のお気に入り 1 その他 ツイートをサイトに埋め込む BCTFさんがリツイート Student Vote @studentvote  ·  10月1日 Registration for the #bcmuni Student Vote program is open! Sign up your class: http://studentvote.ca/bclocal14/  #bced @bctf 返信 0件の返信 リツイート リツイート済み 7件のリツイート 7 お気に入りに登録 お気に入り 1件のお気に入り 1 その他 ツイートをサイトに埋め込む BCTF @bctf  ·  10月1日 #bced's #PSAday is on October 24. Check out http://www.bctf.ca/pdcalendar/index.cfm?action=day&date=41936 … … for all the specialist association converences pic.twitter.com/zxPl9Y25n5 画像/動画をさらに表示 返信 0件の返信 リツイート リツイート済み 8件のリツイート 8 お気に入りに登録 お気に入り 1件のお気に入り 1 その他 ツイートをサイトに埋め込む BCTFさんがリツイート Glen Hansman @glenhansman  ·  10月1日 Attending @UBCEduc talk by @StanKutcher on mental health literacy in middle & secondary schools Sept 30. | #bced 返信 0件の返信 リツイート リツイート済み 3件のリツイート 3 お気に入りに登録 お気に入り 3件のお気に入り 3 その他 ツイートをサイトに埋め込む BCTFさんがリツイート Wendy Carr @mmecarr  ·  9月30日 Dr Stan Kutcher UBC #UBCmentalhealthed #UBCBEd2015 develop mental health literacy=knowledge, attitudes, competencies. pic.twitter.com/TzWnxVymS0 画像/動画をさらに表示 返信 0件の返信 リツイート リツイート済み 6件のリツイート 6 お気に入りに登録 お気に入り 4件のお気に入り 4 その他 ツイートをサイトに埋め込む BCTF @bctf  ·  9月30日 October 24 is #PSAday2014. Our BCTF specialist associations host annual #BCED ProD conferences. Full calendar at http://bit.ly/PSAday2014  返信 0件の返信 リツイート リツイート済み 3件のリツイート 3 お気に入りに登録 お気に入り 3件のお気に入り 3 その他 ツイートをサイトに埋め込む Twitterは処理能力の限界を超えているか、一時的な不具合が発生しています。 再度、お試しください 詳しくはTwitterステータスをご覧ください。 閉じる BCTFさんがフォローしています BCTFのメッセージをお見逃しなく Vancouver, BC · 変更する © 2014 Twitter Twitterについて ヘルプ 広告情報 閉じる トレンド カスタマイズされたトレンド トレンドは気になる情報を手に入れるための便利な機能です。位置情報やフォローしているユーザーをもとに、カスタマイズされます。 変更する カスタマイズされたトレンドを利用する 世界中のトレンドを見てみましょう 完了 非表示にする 閉じる 以前の 次へ 閉じる プロフィールページへ 検索メモ 削除 認証済みアカウント @ おすすめユーザー 認証済みアカウント @ 認証済みアカウント @ 閉じる このツイートをリツイートしますか? キャンセル リツイート 閉じる このツイートを本当に削除しますか? キャンセル 削除 閉じる ブロック キャンセル ブロック ツイートに位置情報を追加する 位置情報と一緒にツイートした場合、Twitterはその位置情報も保存します。 毎回ツイートする際に、位置情報を付加する/付加しないを選択することができ、いつでも過去の位置情報を全て削除することも可能です。 詳しい説明 位置情報を許可 今はしない 位置情報を無効化 閉じる プロフィール 閉じる マイリスト 閉じる 新しいリストを作成 リスト名 説明 100文字以下(オプション) プライバシー 公開 · このリストは誰でもフォローできます 非公開 · 自分のみこのリストにアクセス可能 リストを保存 閉じる 閉じる このツイートをサイトに埋め込む 以下のコードをコピーしてサイトにツイートを埋め込むことができます。 もっと詳しく サーバーとの通信で問題が発生しました。もう一度お試しください 元のツイートを含める メディアを含める プレビュー 閉じる Twitterに登録する Twitterを使ってみませんか?興味のあることをフォローして最新情報をチェックしましょう。 アカウントをお持ちの場合は ログイン » 閉じる 双方向(送信と受信)のショートコード: 国 コード 次のキャリアの利用者 アメリカ 40404 (すべて) カナダ 21212 (すべて) イギリス 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 ブラジル 40404 Nextel, TIM ハイチ 40404 Digicel, Voila アイルランド 51210 Vodafone, O2 インド 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance インドネシア 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata イタリア 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » 他の国のSMSショートコードを見る 閉じる 確認)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=17414,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 4, January/February 2009  The magic of a circle: ProD extraordinaire By Jennie Boulanger If you’re looking for some exceptional professional development—something out of the ordinary, sign up for the next Aboriginal Educators’ Association conference. I just attended one and was simply blown away. Tired and stressed, I dragged myself to the opening night, Thursday evening. Informal chatting, a delicious feast of stew, and homemade bannock preceded a most magical event: an Honouring Ceremony in an Aboriginal circle formation. Led by Leonard George, son of Chief Dan George, the ceremony honoured three (very surprised) leaders from our own district: Marjean Brown, Lyn Daniels, and Emily Sutherland. I’ve never felt so welcome, connected, energized, and embraced by a circle of new acquaintances in my life. If this is what Aboriginal circles are all about, then this is the hope for our future. As an educator, I’ve always been a little reluctant to teach First Nations units. Teaching past traditions as written down by non-Aboriginal writers seemed almost disrespectful of First Nation cultures. Now, after a quick introduction to several aspects of literature, music, art, and governance, I’m excited to begin a new approach: integrating prescribed textual information with oral traditions, circles of support, and celebrations of some lost-but-now-found fundamental life lessons. I can’t wait until my next magic circle. Jennie Boulanger teaches at Seaforth Elementary School, Burnaby. joeboulanger@telus.net Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11030&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2002 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 14, Number 7, May/June 2002  Earthquakes happen—Are you ready? While some areas of British Columbia are more susceptible to earthquakes than others, all of B.C. is an earthquake zone—Canada’s most active. In recent years, earthquakes have been felt not only in the Lower Mainland and on Vancouver Island, but also in Fort St. John, Dawson Creek, Nelson, and Penticton—areas not thought of as earthquake-prone. The Provincial Emergency Program (PEP) of the Ministry of Public Safety and Solicitor General, in partnership with the Ministry of Education, is working on an earthquake preparedness initiative to ensure that students and their families have the information they need to be as safe as possible. The project concentrates on learning resources that encourage B.C. youth to make emergency preparedness part of their lifestyle so they develop life-safety practices that will stay with them forever. The final materials will be available to all B.C. schools. The teaching aids support Personal Planning K–7 and Career and Personal Planning 8–12. Phase II of the three-phase project, intended to proactively educate B.C. students on the threat of earthquakes in B.C.—how to physically and emotionally prepare, how students and their families should respond, and how their community will respond to support them—is nearing completion. Phase I Review and analysis of best practices of other existing school programs. The review concentrated on California, Washington, Oregon, Alaska, New Zealand, Quebec, and B.C. The review helped guide PEP’s next steps and provided the basis for sound decision making when developing learning tools and teaching aids for students and educators. Phase II Identification and development of age-appropriate instructional and learning resources that are informative, interactive, and fun is completed. Two resources have been developed—an elementary school resource for Grades 2–3 and 5–6, and a secondary resource for Grades 8–9 and 11–12. As well as providing realistic scenarios that support and enhance current curricula for PP and CAPP, the resources also include student handouts, teacher backgrounders, and some suggested adaptations for other grade levels and other curricula such as science, English language arts, technology education, and geography. To focus-test the materials, PEP consulted with nearly 50 school administrators, teachers, educators, and parents from across the province. The feedback was very positive, and it provided crucial information, most of which was incorporated into the materials. Design of the resource is nearing completion, and once finalized, the materials will be pilot-tested in eight B.C. schools. Pilot testing will provide an opportunity to receive additional feedback from teachers and students, and PEP expects to make some final revisions based on the feedback. Phase III In Phase III, PEP will produce and distribute materials to B.C. schools for use in the 2002–03 school year. Materials will be posted to the PEP web site: www.pep.bc.ca. Emergency preparedness is everyone’s responsibility, and through the collaborative effort of many agencies and individuals, the resources will help B.C. children develop safe life choices. Source: The Provincial Emergency Program (PEP), Ministry of Public Safety and Solicitor General and the Ministry of Education.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13744,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 1998 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 10, Number 4, Jan./Feb. 1998 Provincial Bargaining Our Package/Their Package by Rick Beardsley Do you want the administrative officer of your school to tell you how to do your job, or do you prefer to exercise your professional judgment? That question essentially indicates the difference between the two parties in provincial bargaining. In this issue, we do a direct comparison between BCTF and BCPSEA proposals to illustrate not only specific differences but also how each set of proposals originates from different philosophical positions and reflects different working relationships. BCPSEA's proposals potentially set up administrative officers as managers dictating workplace decisions to workers. BCTF proposals envision an education workplace where all professionals are engaged in decisions about the conditions of teaching and learning, and minimum standards of conditions are established. See samples below. BCTF BCPSEA SUPERVISION - Duty-free lunch for all teachers. - No increase to existing levels of supervision. - Duty-free lunch limited to 30 minutes per day. - Other supervision duties before, during, and after school may be assigned as required by the AO. PREPARATION TIME - Preparation time guaranteed weekly. -Teachers determine the use of preparation time. -Additional preparation time for report cards. - Preparation time determined as a yearly average. -AO determines the use of preparation time. - No consideration for additional preparation time. CLASS SIZE - Existing class-size language maintained in local contracts. - Class-size language eliminated from contract, leaving the AO to determine class size and composition. SUPPORT FOR INCLUSION - Maximum of two students with special needs in one class. - School-based teams determine plans and support for inclusion. - Class size is reduced where students with special needs are integrated. - No limit on the number of students with special needs in one class. -AO determines level of any support to teachers. STAFFING LEVELS/CASE LOADS - Specific formulas for case loads for counsellors, librarians, learning assistance teachers, and assciated professionals. - Specific formulas for ESL inclusion and case loads. - No contract language is proposed, leaving provisions entirely to the discretion of the employer. - No specific contract language. These provisions clearly indicate the differences between the two sets of proposals and show minimum standards of conditions in the BCTF proposals and the lack thereof in BCPSEA''ss proposals. The BCPSEA's package does allow for consultation with teachers about a number of matters, but ultimately decisions are left to the discretion of administrative officers. Bargaining scenarios In analyzing the packages, we must imagine scenarios of what teaching would be like under the various proposals. Here are two scenarios, should the BCPSEA vision prevail. These were created by Garry Litke, of the BCTF's Bargaining Team. SCENARIO #1 Name: Matt Experience: Secondary English, 17 years in a small secondary school Situation: Matt's AO announces that the school will be part of a pilot project that includes extensive use of computer technology in every classroom. Matt is an excellent literature teacher, but in spite of numerous computer classes, he does not have the aptitude the AO says is required for the job. Matt is declared surplus. There are no secondary English positions posted. The personnel director says that Matt lacks sufficient ability, experience, qualifications, and aptitude for a different position and puts him on the recall list. Unrealistic? This is what your school board and administrators want for September 1998. (Rev. E.1.2, Article E.1-6 and E.1.7 of the BCPSEA package) SCENARIO #2 Name: Carol Experience: Home economics teacher, 15 years, large urban secondary school Situation: Carol has had to supervise after school only three days of the year. Now the AO informs her and the rest of staff that they must supervise after school three times per week, as he is concerned about the security of the schoolyard. Carol is unhappy, not only because of the increased workload, but also because of the perceived threat to her personal safety because of the number of outsiders who frequent the schoolyard after hours. The AO assures her that risk has been minimized because he has assigned a team of three teachers to each of the quadrants of the schoolyard. Unrealistic? This is what your school board and administrators want for September 1998. (Rev. Article D.8 of the BCPSEA tabled language) Rick Beardsley is an assistant director in the BCTF's Organization Support Division. A Bargaining Bulletin is faxed to every school each week. It is also available on the BCTF home page: www.bctf.ca/bargain Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=30176&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2013 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 25, Number 7, May/June 2013   The Labour History Project—Why it matters!  By Ken Novakowski   Why is it important for today’s students who live in a world of instant communication, facebook, tweets, and google to know something about the history of working people and their struggles? Most of the students in today’s classrooms come from families where one or both of their parents are employees of one sort or another, who we generally refer to as working people. While there is no question that the world of work and the nature of the workforce in Canada and other parts of the world has changed and continues to change, the fact remains that most people will make their living working for someone else, be it in a small business, a huge corporation, or the public sector. The important thing for anyone working into today’s workplaces is to understand that the rights they enjoy, from the length of their work day and week to a harassment free environment to benefits like pensions or sick leave, exist because some time in the past working people acted collectively to win such rights through collective bargaining or through political action. Students, who will soon be entering the world of work, if they haven’t done so already, should have an awareness of how many factors that shape our current world were the product and result of struggles by working people over the past century and more. One thing I learned in my many years as a teacher and a union activist is that what working people gained over time, they gained by acting together; nothing of benefit to workers was ever simply “given” by employers or government without the influence and pressure of those workers, organized into unions or broader social movements. Today, employers and governments seek to erode the capacity of working people to enjoy their fair share of the wealth our country produces. As a result, many working people find themselves in struggles to defend and maintain the standard of living and basic rights that were achieved by their parents and grandparents over the past century. That’s why teachers, retired teachers and others have come together to constitute the Labour History Project (LHP). This group has been working on developing teaching ideas, materials, lessons and resources appropriate for use by teachers and consistent with current curriculum requirements. The LHP is a joint undertaking of the B.C. Labour Heritage Centre and the B.C. Teachers’ Federation and is supported by the B.C. Federation of Labour and the SFU Labour Studies program. The LHP has been operational for a few years now and has undertaken a number of specific projects consistent with their mandate. They have been working on updating and extending the lessons in Youth, Unions and You a 2000 publication of the BCTF, the BCFed and government. The rich and comprehensive resource guide provides course specific ideas and materials on labour history, labour standards and employee rights to augment textbook and other materials. The LHP has also been developing lesson ideas to accompany These Were the Reasons, a DVD which lightly covers many issues in BC’s past, providing real people understandings of the issues that led people to form unions. The Knowledge Network, in collaboration with the Labour Heritage Centre, is in the final stages of producing a series of thirty vignettes of the historical experiences of B.C.’s working people and the LHP plans to produce teaching ideas for each of these three minutes stories. All this and more will be available to teachers and others when the LHP goes on-line sometime this fall. Another major initiative of the LHP has been to develop a unit on labour history and labour studies for the Social Justice 12 course. A group of six teachers have been working to develop the unit and hope to have it available for field testing, again early this fall. This unit with all supporting resources and links will also be available to all teachers on-line. There are other exciting things happening on the Labour History/Studies front. Simon Fraser University is in the process of hiring a tenure track professor for the Labour Studies program which is now on track to offer a degree in Labour Studies within a few years. The History Department at Simon Fraser University is offering a course (History 327) taught by well-known SFU professor and labour historian Mark Leier as part of the summer school program for teachers in July, 2014. The course, on BC and Canadian labour history, will focus on the development of teaching ideas and curriculum. A group of organizations is working together to update the Vancouver Labour History Walking Tour, including new sites on the tour and also adapting the walk to include resources and links that can be accessed electronically by walk participants. The LHP is planning to develop a guide for teachers to assist teachers wanting to take their students on the walk. Several organizations, including the BC Labour Heritage Centre, the BC Federation of Labour, and the SFU Labour Studies program are in the early stages of planning the publication of a book on the history of working people in BC with a focus on their many struggles and the emergence and development of the union movement. Ken Novakowski, retired teacher, former BCTF executive director, BCTF past president, currently on the board of the Labour Heritage Centre.  Join the Labour History Network  The Labour History Project has initiated the creation of the Labour History Network—an e-mail list of anyone interested in getting three or four e-mail updates a year—on the work of the Labour History Project and related events and initiatives. If you would like to join the Labour History Network just send your e-mail address to knova@telus.net  )
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=22913,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 23, Number 6, April 2011   Looking beyond BCeSIS An information system that works for teachers and students By Larry Kuehn  “Every tool shapes the task.”– Ursula Franklin Tools are not neutral. An information system created to manage information about students—such as BCeSIS—shapes what happens in the classroom. It does that in two ways. One is in the functionality, how it works, how fast it works, how it links different parts of the system. Another way is in the values that are imbedded in the choices of what and how information is structured. Many of the complaints from teachers (and administrators) about BCeSIS have been related to the functionality of the system. It is slow, outdated in the design and rigid in structure. It drops information. Because BCeSIS is a centralized system that requires all information to go into a central server, it requires enough capacity to meet the needs of peak times—the opening of the school year, report card time, the beginning of class periods, the end of the day. A chance to start over  Usually, you don’t get a chance to start over with a huge information technology system. The high expenditures already made confine future choices. That may not be true with BCeSIS. The company that developed the software (aal) went out of business. A giant, transnational corporation, Pearson, took over aal’s customer base. Its interest (as often happens in this industry) is not to further develop the software taken over, but rather, it supports the software for a limited time and hopes to move customers over to its own software. In addition, the student information needs of the system are changing. The Ministry of Education says the education system is moving to “21st century learning” and “personalization.” BCeSIS was built with a different set of assumptions about the way that education is organized. The lack of future for BCeSIS provides an opening for a new start to create a student information system that supports teaching and learning for the 21st century. This time teachers must be involved directly, so that, to paraphrase Ursula Franklin, the task shapes the tool, which, in turn, shapes the task in an appropriate way. This must be both in the functionality and in the educational values built into the software. Ministry of Education calls for help  The collapse of BCeSIS at the beginning of the 2010–11 school year finally forced the ministry to acknowledge that BCeSIS is not up to the task it was supposed to achieve. The response of the ministry was to call for a consultant to tell them what to do and they contracted Gartner Consulting for a quarter-million-dollars. The new system, said the ministry, must work for personalized learning: “This strategy will feature personalized student learning plans, irregular periods of registration and completion, and intensive collaboration and communication among teachers, students, and parents.” All the options are scary  The planning and development of BCeSIS started nearly a decade ago. “Early adopter” districts started using it in 2005. Despite warning signs that it was not up to the task (meltdowns at key times, capacity limits), more and more users were added to the system until it was beyond capacity. So what are the options now? Option 1: Stick with BCeSIS  Stumble along, optimizing what capacity it does have and add no new elements. Try to get access to the code and hire programmers to fix and add things over the next several years. This seems like a ridiculous and unlikely scenario. BCeSIS is based on a model of education that the ministry says is “last century” and not living in the 21st century. For example, BCeSIS is hardwired to assessment of learning, but not assessment for learning. It is based on standardized provincial data needs, not on a flexible system of keeping track, at the school level, of each objective set by the students, teachers, and parents in consultation. In the talk of “personalized learning,” objectives and how the student reaches them are not standardized, they are personalized. The tool and the task—BCeSIS and personalized learning—to use Ursula Franklin’s concept, are not compatible. Option 2: Move to another centralized system   This will probably be the recommendation of the consultants. They mostly work for corporations that want “enterprise” solutions. This is the model of information systems that provide to the people at the top of the hierarchy of a business the details that let them make strategic decisions about multi-centred operations. That is the kind of system that consultants for big corporations understand. What are the problems with moving to another centralized system?  At the functional level, holding all the information in a central database requires huge server space and bandwidth. We don’t have enough of either of these for BCeSIS, nor would we for another centralized system without paying a lot more. Besides, most of the information in BCeSIS—or another centralized system—is not of interest (or shouldn’t be) at the central level. Someone in the Ministry of Education should not be going into a database to see what Johnny got for the fourth assignment in the Science 10 class. If the information is not needed centrally, why would you purchase and implement another system that does the same thing, just a little better than BCeSIS? One of the concerns about any centralized system is how the data will be used, not just within education, but as a part of the “e-government” strategy that is already under way in BC and many other jurisdictions. In this e-government plan, databases from a number of different areas would be matched in ways that allow for “data-mining” to control actions. Option 3: Create a distributed, decentralized system  The information needs for “personalized learning” would be rich at the level of those who are directly involved in determining the objectives and activities and ongoing assessment of the learning process. That data should not have to be structured in a standard way. Very little of it needs to be reported beyond the direct users of the information. Education is an incredibly data-rich environment, but much of that richness is specific to the direct relationships between student and teachers. Much of the data never needs to be recorded and only a small amount needs to be passed on beyond the classroom. Much of what is transmitted beyond the school should be aggregate, anonymous information, not tied to individuals. Who will make the decision, and how?   If past ministry practice is a guide, teachers will not be seriously consulted. Teacher complaints about BCeSIS were dismissed by the ministry with assurances that all was well. Ministry staff pushed the blame for problems onto the backs of districts and teachers. Only when the system broke down did pointing the finger of blame at teachers end, and the ministry finally acknowledged that the problem was with the system, not the users. Having a say in the directions for the future must be open for many more than those who brought us to the inadequate and inappropriate system that we now have. A more detailed version of the analysis of the future of BCeSIS is available at: http://tinyurl.com/3m45qmg. Larry Kuehn is director of the BCTF Research and Technology Division.  Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9694&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 19, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 2006 Looking Back 70 years ago It is often argued in British Columbia that while elementary education should be free, high school education should, to a large extent, be paid for in fees by those who benefit from it. The fundamental fallacy in the fee-paying proposal is that it is society in the wider sense and the organized State more concretely, which benefits from education in all its stages. If this is not so there is no justification for a public system of schools at all. Advocacy of fees implies a complete non-understanding of the social function of education. – November 1936, The BC Teacher 50 years ago It has been suggested that the teaching profession has rejected merit rating far too casually; that even if it is sincere in the belief that its opposition to the principle is well founded it should be prepared to "study" the problem objectively. The Federation has looked deeply into merit rating. All the available literature on the subject has been carefully read, a great many research studies have been examined, and the relatively few existing schemes closely scrutinized. The conclusion that a full-scale study of merit rating would be futile was inescapable. – November 1956, The BC Teacher 30 years ago Initially many principals scoffed at the idea of staff committees. Teachers, however, smarting under the discipline of a few autocratic principals, and provoked by decisions that affected them but into which they had no input, embraced the new concept. Many principals have considered the BCTF policy on collegiality and staff committees to be an invitation to confrontation. They feel betrayed by their own organization. Others have embraced the concept, and have committed themselves to sharing decision-making. Some completely—others only as a means of self-preservation. – Nov./Dec. 1976, The BC Teacher 10 years ago Over the past six years, elementary schools–much more so than secondary schools–have been inundated with a host of new programs, curriculum alterations, and policy changes. While many changes are worthwhile and welcomed, their cumulative effect has left elementary school parents, teachers, and principals dazed and bewildered. Elementary school teachers in the past have demonstrated tremendous flexibility and resiliency in meeting the diverse and changing needs of their students. Let’s not push our luck by adding to the workload. – Nov./Dec. 1996, Teacher newsmagazine Chris Bocking, Keating Elementary School, Saanich)
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(20141008,thetyee.ca,http://thetyee.ca/Presents/2014/05/23/Connectivity-Problem-Solving/,Problem Solving with Connectivity | The Tyee About Advertise Follow Support RSS Topic Aboriginal Affairs BC Election 2013 BC Politics Education Energy Environment Federal Politics Film Food Gender + Sexuality Health Housing Labour + Industry Local Economy Media Municipal Politics Music Photo Essays Podcasts Politics Rights + Justice Science + Tech Transportation Travel Urban Planning + Architecture News Culture Opinion National MediaCheck Solutions Join Craving crack civic election coverage? Help fund it... Problem Solving with Connectivity Innovators tackle loneliness one cup of tea at a time. By David P. Ball, 23 May 2014, TheTyee.ca   Tweet InWithForward's Sarah Schulman, right, discusses the project in their Burnaby apartment-turned-community space with UBC Learning Exchange founder Margo Fryer. Photo: InWithForward. Also in this Tyee Presents series: CONTEST: Win a Pass to Day One of FUEL Calling All Creative Changemakers! Don't Miss Social Innovation Week Problem Solving with Connectivity Can We Innovate a Way out of the War on Drugs? Calling All Creative Changemakers! Don't Miss Social Innovation Week Vancouver events to tackle tough global challenges with a fresh approach. Alone, Elderly, and Isolated by Language in Vancouver's Chinatown Seven Rules for Sustainable Communities Read more: Education, My mother has a fridge magnet that reads, "Where there's tea, there's hope." One might dismiss this quaint kitchen adornment's message as rationalized caffeine addiction. However, a cutting-edge residential project in Burnaby is trying to prove the aphorism true: the idea behind InWithForward is to find hope through three months of tea. For a small group who moved into Apartment 303 of a BC Housing-owned Burnaby low-rise in April, big hopes are placed in the conversations that arise from daily interactions with residents. InWithForward, a social problem-solving initiative, aims to show these exchanges can lead to a shift in the way we live in our neighbourhoods -- starting with one apartment building and branching out from there. "Last night at 11 p.m., we had a few residents we've been getting to know over for some tea," said Sarah Schulman, founder of InWithForward. "We've spent the last three weeks having dinners and lunches with 16 different individuals or families in the building. "The goal is really to understand the day-to-day lives of residents living in one particular apartment building in Burnaby and to peel back some of the labels that get attached to folks -- whether around being elderly, disabled, low-income, single mother, refugee or immigrant. We're trying to redesign what supports could look like." Schulman will be talking about the Burnaby project and her seven years facilitating such programs May 26 to 30 at the upcoming Social Innovation Week, a series of events in Vancouver coinciding with an international convergence of social entrepreneurs, creative planners, and change-makers. The residential building near the intersection of Edmonds and Kingsway is run by the Burnaby Association for Community Inclusion. The InWithForward team was granted permission to move into one of its suites, and transform it into a common living room and project space for the whole building. Until the end of June, the project will be using a range of creative tools to explore challenges, service barriers, and daily survival strategies in the neighbourhood. Whether their tools are filming and playing-back residents sharing their experiences, or using art and models to create "prototypes" of new services that residents would like to see offered, the idea is to engage people where they're at rather than impose top-down services designed outside their day-to-day lives. WHAT'S ON AT SOCIAL INNOVATION WEEK, MAY 26 - 30? Lots! Here's a very brief listing. For a complete sharable listing, please visit this page. All Connect Vancouver events on May 30 are free. RADIUS Social Entrepreneur Failure Wake Date: May 26, 6 to 9:30 p.m. Location: Backstage Lounge, Granville Island Click here to learn more and register. An Introduction to the Power of Narrative workshop Date: May 27, 9 to 1 p.m. Location: Park Room, Christ Church Cathedral To register, please email Roberta Hardie here. Bring Your Boomers: The Power of Culture Date: May 28, 8:30 to 10 p.m. Location: Backstage Lounge, Granville Island Click here to learn more and reserve your FREE spot. FUEL: the Future of Urbanity, the Environment & our Lifestyle Dates: May 29 to 30 Locations: Vancouver Playhouse and Museum of Vancouver Click here to learn more and register. Connect Vancouver: Ideas Jam and Urban Outdoor Festival This free day-long festival will bring together Vancouver citizens and innovators with social change champions from around the world. Connect Vancouver is made up of two parts: Connect Vancouver Afternoon: From 1 to 6 p.m. join the Ideas Jam, featuring concurrent sessions with Table Talks and Social Change Exchange Connect Vancouver Evening: From 6 p.m. on, get outside to the Urban Outdoor Festival in Vanier Park. Click here to learn more and reserve your FREE spot. Starting global, thinking local Schulman's previous projects have spanned the globe, including an intensive program connecting several hundred Australian families with each other to hold barbecues, visit one another, build connections, and share knowledge and skills. That program, she said, was so successful it expanded far beyond the original community to other states. She admitted that her efforts haven't always been successful. Some programs have not carried on after their completion, as was hoped. But having spent years in large U.S. organizations fighting against things like smoking, with an often top-down or external approach to social problems, she felt the need to start addressing root causes and underlying issues. "Our approach is actually born out of a lot of failure, after trying to run community consultations, focus groups and services. The folks not showing up to the room were actually the most interesting," Shulman said. "The most striking thing is the similarity in their experiences, regardless of the label attached to them by the government." Whether Schulman is working with low-income tenants, refugees, or homeless youth, the theme of isolation and connection often rises to the surface. "The experience of isolation and loneliness is pretty profound across the board. Folks are connected to stuff on paper, they are connected to services, but that's not translating into necessarily feeling like they're moving forward... It doesn't equate to feeling connected." Such questions around isolation are increasingly pertinent in our society today, with many people experiencing an ongoing state of loneliness. The issue is particularly worrisome amongst seniors, says Andrew Barnett, director of the Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation's UK branch. He is one of many international participants traveling to Vancouver for Social Innovation Week, and said that in the U.K. one in ten people over 65 say they struggle with loneliness. "Loneliness is not only a problem experienced by many in older age, but it's set to be a bigger problem over time," he told The Tyee. "Well-being is too often only thought of through a material lens: housing, pensions, income. We want to focus on the less material problems experienced by people." His foundation, which was started by an Armenian-Portuguese oil industry leader in 1956, funds numerous projects in the U.K. around themes of ageing, connection, diversity and, most recently, recognizing the emotional and economic value of protecting the ocean. Building and nurturing a sense of connection is a thread that runs throughout the foundation's work, and Barnett sees the initiatives around seniors and loneliness as offering deeper lessons for society. Barnett also disputes the common misconception that cities are fundamentally different that rural areas when it comes to social isolation. "Solitude is, in itself, not the same as loneliness," he said. "It would seem counterintuitive to think that there are more lonely people in the city, but there's actually no evidence to suggest that people are less lonely in rural areas either. The issues are just different. "There are no silver bullets here... but we feel a solution to many problems lies in taking inter-generational approaches. We sought to embed it across our work around loneliness." The InWithForward project is helping Burnaby residents dream up better services, supports and community. Photo: InWithForward. Both Barnett and Schulman are preparing for Social Innovation Week, a five-day event that will see a coming together of the influential global conference Social Innovation Exchange (SIX), culminating in an outdoor festival and "Ideas Jam." 'System change' needed For the Burnaby project, Schulman hopes the three months spent day-in, day-out with the building's residents will help identify "where there's a real gap" in services offered. Once the first stage of the project wraps up, she said, the team will pull back and work with community organizations and agencies to put the residents' ideas into action. Perhaps it's creating a new type of outreach worker position to help residents share their everyday solutions to common problems. Or perhaps existing agencies could adjust their offerings to meet specific needs. The most important thing is that the solutions come from those served, and honour the immense resources and skills that are already in their midst. Encouraging creative ideas to bubble up over the three-month InWithForward residency -- even over a simple cup of tea -- has the potential, Schulman believes, to become a lasting change that can break down isolation and build up residents' connections to each other. "We can prototype lots of stuff, but how we actually achieve systems change is often elusive," she said. "Our work in Burnaby is focused on systems change: what to tweak, what to dismantle. "It's an opportunity to step into people's worlds for a bit and see how they're making it work. People are making it work, it's not always pretty, but everybody has a capacity that's impressive when you see it in action. That's what really excited me about it." Read more: Education, David P. Ball is staff reporter with The Tyee based in Vancouver. Find him on Twitter or email him here. This article is part of a Tyee Presents initiative. Tyee Presents is the special section within The Tyee where we highlight contests, events and other initiatives that are either put on by The Tyee or by our select partners. We choose our partners carefully and consciously, to fit with The Tyee’s reputation as B.C.’s Home for News, Culture and Solutions. Partners do not have editorial control over articles within Tyee Presents initiatives. Learn more about Tyee Presents here.   Tweet What have we missed? What do you think? We want to know. Comment below. Keep in mind: Do: Verify facts, debunk rumours Add context and background Spot typos and logical fallacies Highlight reporting blind spots Ignore trolls Treat all with respect and curiosity Connect with each other Do not: Use sexist, classist, racist or homophobic language Libel or defame Bully or troll Troll patrol. Instead, flag suspect activity. Please enable JavaScript to view the comments powered by Disqus. comments powered by Disqus LNG a chance, not a windfall, says BC throne speech Postmedia could soon own almost every English newspaper in Canada. What could possibly go wrong? VIEW: Voting for your principles is 'strategic voting' Petition opposes BC's 'potential muzzling' of non-profits More troubles for BC's big LNG plans Tirade at Tyee by immigration minister's top aide analyzed tweet by tweet Government slow to respond to FOIs? No need to tell Bob Mackin Converting ferries to LNG will save money, reduce fares: CEO See more » Tyee Video Picks Submitted by Tyee staff, Today Last chance to see 'The Vancouver Asahi' baseball story at VIFF. Where do these videos come from? From you. Suggest one here! Most Popular Can 'Cuisine' Make a Better School Lunch? What I Saw with a German Tour of the Oilsands Don't Give Postmedia More Local Monopolies How Much Do You Trust Canada's Wireless Giants? First Nations 'Front and Centre Now': Pierre Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign For Kids, the Meal Is the Message Christy Clark's No Pro at LNG Poker Understanding Harper's Evangelical Mission BC Filmmaking Duo Passes the Acid Test Most Emailed Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign For Kids, the Meal Is the Message Understanding Harper's Evangelical Mission Who'd Be a School Trustee in 2014? Why New Euro-Canada Treaty Is a Gift to Oil Firms BC Filmmaking Duo Passes the Acid Test We Must Heed Naomi Klein's Call China Deal Trumps Province, First Nations on Energy Projects: Treaty Expert Fired Researcher Who Killed Self Was Evaluating Drug Backed by Clark Climate Warriors Must Forge Stronger Alliances, Now Reported Elsewhere Postmedia could soon own almost every English newspaper in Canada (via DeSmog) Petronas CEO warns of 15-year delay to BC LNG project (via G&M) BC government apologizes for firing worker who later killed himself (via the Victoria Times-Colonist) From Tibet to Taiwan, China's outer regions watch Hong Kong protests intently (via the New York Times) It's a shame Jean-Claude Duvalier died a free man, says ex-UN prosecutor (via CBC News) Vancouver's cabbies take aim at Uber (via The Province) Keurig's coffee supremacy challenged by Canadian firm (via Yahoo! News) North and South Korea 'agree to talks' (via BBC News) See more » Your BC: The Tyee's Photo Pool Join The Tyee's Flickr group » View previous selections » Most Commented What I Saw with a German Tour of the Oil Sands (132 comments) Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign (76 comments) 'The Environment Is the Economy': MP Weston (106 comments) Fired Researcher Who Killed Self Was Evaluating Drug Backed by Clark (57 comments) Climate Warriors Must Forge Stronger Alliances, Now (53 comments) ISIS Threat: Let's Refuse to be Scared (79 comments) We Must Heed Naomi Klein's Call (309 comments) Christy Clark's No Pro at LNG Poker (38 comments) Six Steps to Protect Canadians from Flaws in China Trade Deal (128 comments) How Labour Unions Make Us Healthier (31 comments) About The Tyee National Pool Contributors Advertise Contact Funding Jobs Master Classes Privacy Policy Submissions Support The Tyee News Culture Opinion National Mediacheck Solutions Video Publications Tyee News Weekly Archives The Hook Other BC Blogs Reported Elsewhere Steve Burgess Murray Dobbin Michael Geist Crawford Kilian Rafe Mair Andrew Nikiforuk Shannon Rupp Bill Tieleman Dorothy Woodend Follow The Tyee Subscribe by email Subscribe by RSS Tyee Mobile App Managed Hosting by Gossamer Threads × Share article via email Send this article to: Your email address: Your message: Would you like to receive The Tyee's headlines free by email? Yes, every day. Yes, once a week. I already subscribe. No, thanks. Submit Show form again » Close)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=21208,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 7, May/June 2010  President’s message By Irene Lanzinger About 20 years ago, I was sitting in the staffroom at Magee Secondary School in Vancouver at a school union meeting. We needed a representative for the Status of Women Committee. “One meeting a month,” I thought. “I can do that.” I raised my hand to volunteer. I was sucked into the vortex of BCTF activism. Before I knew it I was a local president, on the provincial bargaining team, and eventually president of the BCTF. In my role as president, I have come to experience firsthand the work we do together as a union and professional association. We have a culture in the BCTF that responds to the ideas that teachers bring forward through their provincial specialist associations, through committees, through motions in locals, at representative assemblies, or annual general meetings. As a result, we are engaged in a seemingly endless array of activities and campaigns. We build in many ways for our members to become involved—staff representatives, local executive committees, or as representatives in a wide variety of areas: professional development, health and safety, social justice, bargaining, working and learning conditions, TTOC issues, Aboriginal education, French programs, and more. Teachers become involved through their provincial specialist associations, as workshop facilitators, as parent presenters, as peer mentors, or through the internal mediation service and judicial council. They become involved in international solidarity work on our committee or as English teachers in Cuba and Peru. They serve on our pensions committee, our income security committee, or help with the Assistance Society. And I am sure I have missed a few ways! We have a wonderful union in the BCTF. We are always willing to put in a lot of work to achieve the things we believe in. Our commitment to our profession, to public education, and to social justice runs deeply through all the work we do. As I finish up my last term as president, I am filled with gratitude for the opportunities I have had to learn, to grow, and to contribute to everything we stand for as teachers. It has been such an honour and a pleasure to represent the teachers of BC. I am always impressed by the professional commitment, integrity, and courage of BCTF members. It is no wonder we have such a strong, principled, and active union. Let’s keep it that way. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=14920,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2008 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 20, Number 4, January/February 2008 Notice to teachers Were you disciplined by the BC College of Teachers prior to July 1, 2007? Legislation passed by the provincial government requires the BC College of Teachers to establish an online registry of college discipline. This registry will include the names of college members and a record of reprimands, suspensions, and terminations imposed by the college. The legislation took effect July 1, 2007. The college has filed a petition in the BC Supreme Court for a determination regarding whether or not the registry is retroactive. In particular, the college has asked the court whether the registry must include: discipline imposed by the college prior to July 1, 2007. discipline where the college previously ordered that the teacher’s name not be publicized. discipline of teachers who ceased to be members of the college prior to July 1, 2007. If any of these issues affect you, please communicate your concerns to the BCTF legal department by telephone (604-871-2283 or toll free 1-800-663-9163), fax (604-871-2288) or e-mail gbrown@bctf.ca, prior to February 20, 2008. Please note that the new online discipline registry applies to discipline by the BC College of Teachers only and will not include any employer discipline. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=29515,BCTF News Releases  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources   For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development News Release Archives 2014  2013  2012    2011 2010  2009  2008 2007  2006  Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2013 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  March 18, 2013 Aboriginal activist affirms teachers’ role in helping students fulfill their dreams In a keynote address Sunday that brought tears to the eyes of many at the BC Teachers’ Federation Annual General Meeting, Mi’kmaq lawyer and comedian Candy Palmater described the powerful and enduring legacy of teachers who encouraged her to overcome significant obstacles in her life. “They could have seen me as the kid of an illiterate drunk father, a kid whose brother was in jail, but they didn’t. They saw a spark in me and fanned it,” Palmater said. Her father, who overcame his alcoholism, her mother, and her siblings all raised Palmater in an atmosphere of unconditional love and support. That, combined with the influence of some inspired and dedicated teachers, enabled her to become a champion athlete, graduate as class valedictorian from Dalhousie Law School, and go on to create her own television show, now in its fourth season on national prime time. Palmater assured the 700 teachers present that their influence on students endures. “Long after you are dust, they will be doing things that have your mark on it,” she said. “It is possible for one person, when that person believes in inclusion and the force of positive reinforcement, to change the world for kids.” Later Sunday afternoon delegates unanimously passed a motion that the BCTF should support the Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada and call on the federal government to act upon its recommendations. These include: Acknowledging the need for comprehensive education on the legacy of residential schools; Providing ongoing support for survivors; Exploring the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples as a framework for reconciliation between Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal Canadians; and Involving governments, educational institutions and churches in creating commemoration projects to honour the survivors, as well as the children who died in residential schools. BCTF President Susan Lambert said she is proud of the initiatives brought forward by BC teachers to support Aboriginal teachers and learners, and to begin to heal the historical legacy of colonialism. “As teachers we see the impact of racism in our schools and communities every day,” Lambert said. “The legacy of the residential school experience continues to play out in our classrooms and hurts the life chances of Aboriginal children even today. As a society it’s our responsibility to acknowledge this history and remedy the legacy.” The BCTF AGM continues throughout Monday, with resolutions on the health and welfare of teachers and students on the agenda as well as elections for table officers in the evening. -  30  - For more information, contact Nancy Knickerbocker, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell). Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11308,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2001 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 14, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 2001  Softwood lumber by Scott Lunny One of the most important issues facing the province of British Columbia today is the softwood lumber dispute with the United States. The reason is simple—B.C.’s economy is driven by its resource-based industries and by exports. Nowhere is this clearer than in the forest sector, which constitutes the economic backbone of so many of our communities and underpins our provincial economy. The forest industry is directly responsible for nearly 100,000 jobs. It indirectly supports about 200,000 more. Stumpage payments alone generate an amount about equal to spending on post-secondary education, while workers’ taxes contribute almost an equal amount; forestry generates fully 60% of our export earnings. Those are the dollars with which we buy everything from oranges to computers to medical equipment. They are, in short, the purchasing power that we use to pay our way in the world, both by buying foreign-made goods and by supporting the important services to people, such as education, that British Columbians expect from government. The health of our forest and wood economy, then, is crucial to the health, prosperity, and well-being of our province. No wonder we look with alarm at unilateral protectionist measures against our wood products, especially when they are enacted by our largest customer. When the United States, which buys almost 90% of B.C. lumber, puts a 19.3% duty on softwood lumber exports from selected Canadian provinces, we have to respond very strongly. We have to overcome a lot of misconceptions about the issue, on both sides of the border. The powerful U.S. lumber lobby, for instance, suggests that the protectionist duty is necessary because of unfair Canadian government subsidies to the forest industry, particularly in B.C. This argument has been refuted by numerous academic studies and rejected by international trade tribunals. Canadian lumber is no more subsidized than U.S. lumber. The most inefficient American mills just cannot compete against the combination of a low Canadian dollar, extremely efficient Canadian mills, and abundant timber supply in Canada. The Americans, especially in the southern pine region, having failed to improve their productive capacity are facing growing timber shortages. They have responded not by improving stewardship or investing more, but by blaming Canada. Another misconception is that the softwood duty will lead to better forest practices. That’s not true, on either side of the border. Most of U.S. timber comes from private woodlots and plantations. Most of B.C.’s wood comes from Crown land. The U.S. has already overcut many of the private lands, where forest practices are not nearly as restrictive as they are under our Forest Practices Code. In B.C., for instance, we have replanted a larger area than we harvested every year but one since 1987, and we will continue to do so. We already have better forest practices than do the Americans. Indeed, it’s ironic that the Americans do not complain about "subsidized" B.C. raw logs, with which many Pacific Northwest sawmills are topping up their output in the face of severe timber shortages. Logs enter the U.S. duty-free; companies on both sides of the border would love to do away with the log-export rules that keep the vast-majority of Crown-land logs from going to the States, taking thousands of manufacturing jobs with them. We need to mobilize society in support of a fair deal for our lumber exports. In response to a letter to mayors and councils of some 300 forest-based communities, I.W.A. Canada has already won support from nearly 40 and look forward to many more. An opposition-day motion in the federal parliament saw speakers from all parties pledge support for fair-market access. We have also received tens of thousands of names on petitions calling for the same. It’s crucial that British Columbians work together, urge the federal government to act and gain a fair, level playing field for all lumber producers, whether from Canada, the U.S., or other countries. I.W.A. Canada and other wood-industry workers don’t want or need any special advantage. With fair rules, we know we can compete with anyone when it comes to producing high-quality, competitively priced manufactured wood products. And when we do, we know it benefits our families and our communities and that we are helping to fuel the economy that all British Columbians count on. Scott Lunny is the IWA’s director of policy and information services. For more information, visit www.IWA.ca. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/02/on-legislated-contract-and-parents-who.html?showComment=1330134858645,Staffroom Confidential: On a legislated contract and parents who care - one teacher's perspective Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Friday, February 24, 2012 On a legislated contract and parents who care - one teacher's perspective A Victoria teacher responded to a CBC interview with Sheila Orr about the Liberal government's plan to legislate an imposed contract on teachers: I was so discouraged to hear Sheila Orr's cavalier, "I don't care" today when asked about the teachers being legislated back to work. She talked about hearing parents talking on the playground, feeling exactly the same as her - they don't care, it's time for teachers to go back and give children what they aren't getting. Well, I am a teacher, and I talk to parents all the time. The parents I work with DO care. They care when their children aren't getting adequate instruction in class because the teacher is spending too much time managing constantly disruptive behaviours. They care when a child with autism is only given funding for a half day of assistance, leaving schools struggling to know how to cope. They care when their child is released from learning assistance after six weeks, just starting to make progress, because the funding isn't there to continue. They care when their child waits almost a year for a referral to a school occupational therapist. They certainly do care. It's not hard to learn more about the real issues behind the teacher's strike. Ms Orr's position that teachers need to go back and give the children what they aren't getting, is shockingly naive and uninformed considering she is given a weekly platform to discuss political issues. Instead of adding to an educated debate, she adds fuel to the fire of ignorance. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 12:26 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 11 comments: Skinny DipperFebruary 24, 2012 at 2:05 PM The problem with a contract imposed by the government is that teachers will then prioritize tasks that they perform. The lowest priority will be extra-curricular activities. Teachers usually volunteer to lead activities such as coaching different sports and supervising different clubs in the school. Since teachers cannot be voluntold to participate in these activities, the activities may be cancelled for the duration of an imposed contract.ReplyDelete Kathy CouchFebruary 24, 2012 at 5:30 PM Fantastic letter!ReplyDelete Diane McNallyFebruary 24, 2012 at 5:54 PM I missed this CBC interview but as a former special education and Reading Recovery teacher and presently a school trustee, I care. Net zero is an ideological union-busting ploy. Restoring taxation levels for corporations would go a long way to make "net zero" even more unnecessary than it is, instead of selling assets and blaming working people for a desire to have at least a cost of living increase in wages.ReplyDelete Ms. HendraFebruary 25, 2012 at 6:12 PM Thank you to the writer who wrote in about Sheila Orr's comments. I too, listened to the CBC with my coffee Friday morning, before heading to work, and yes.... I've been working too. I was shocked - even thinking about calling Talk Back line. I may need to write her a letter as I can't get it off of my mind. It would be helpful if she could be specific about ".. what children aren't getting...". I'm a grade 6 teacher and this week my kids got: interactive lessons on finding perimeter and area, experiences with taking their descriptive paragraphs and turning them into digital stories, complete with photos, special effects, narration and music, and also an introduction to the issue of child labour in the chocolate trade, with reference to social justice and working conditions. And that's just with me.... I know they learned lots from their Science, Band and Art teachers, too . So, again, what is it that she thinks children aren't getting?!?? Tannis HendraReplyDelete Carolyn HoweFebruary 26, 2012 at 4:01 PM Hi Tannis, I wrote that letter - I know - Sheila Orr was infuriating! I encourage you to write something down and call Talk Back and read it. I did that over a field trip issue before Christmas, and they played it. I hope they will read my letter too - but you might have a better chance if you've never called before. Carolyn HoweReplyDelete Replies Ms. HendraMarch 1, 2012 at 4:22 PM Thanks Carolyn, I may do that.Delete Reply AnonymousFebruary 27, 2012 at 6:30 AM "Hearing parents on the playground" does not give them the proper forum to articulate what the parents may be thinking. I would define the parents' perspective quite differently. "I don't care" likely means. "I don't think the teachers should get an increase and get back to work". I strongly believe all of the things that you listed in the post. Giving children the help they need is of up most importance. In a society that we live in today, with our FIRST WORLD resources, we should be able to do this easily. However, asking for an increase and then making noises about class composition, etc comes off as "we want more money". If you REALLY care about the student. Then take it and deal with the other issues. NOT the wage issue. As a parent, it keeps coming across as "WE WANT MORE MONEY". That is the problem. If it ISN'T about the wages then why does the "net zero" issue keep being pushed. I'll agree, I am a parents, and I care.ReplyDelete Tara EhrckeFebruary 27, 2012 at 7:58 AM Teachers have been clear from the beginning that we have three main goals: fair/reasonable salary/benefit improvement, restore class size/class composition provisions, bargain more items at the local level. We don't get automatic cost of living increases, so a "zero" translates into a pay cut of whatever the inflation rate is...right now in the 2-3% range. Teachers are working. In fact, many teachers report more time spent with children and working on lessons, instead of going to a meaningless staff meeting or doing the paperwork that has been downloaded to us. This benefits kids. Teachers DID give up pay for class size. In 1998 we took two "zero" years to pay for class size improvements in K-3. What happened? The government stripped those away in 2002. Did we get the pay back? No. Why should teachers give up salary to pay for class size when we have a government that rips up contracts on a whim? Just as in 2005, this job action is about both - fair increase and a return of class size/composition.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousFebruary 27, 2012 at 12:52 PM I think teachers have a very difficult and demanding job, however if other people in other public sector jobs are only seeing zeros how could teachers feel that they are above everyone else? We are also struggling to keep up to cost of inflation so how could we stomach having to pay more taxes for one sector?Delete Reply Tara EhrckeFebruary 27, 2012 at 1:20 PM Fair comment - net zero should be lifted for all public sector workers. They are entitled to bargain increases and keep up and maintain a good standard of living. And I don't believe ordinary people should pay more taxes. I do believe that corporations are not paying their fair share, and that the rich are not paying their fair share. Also, by the same argument, why only public sector workers? Municipal workers were not affected. School Superintendents were not affected. The one in my district (Victoria) got a ten percent raise last year and now makes $175,000. If zero were truly being applied to everyone and if the "one percent" were paying their fair share, and if the economy was actually in a nose dive (BC will grow 2.5% this year), then "net zero" would be justified. But that is not the situation we are in.ReplyDelete AnonymousMarch 1, 2012 at 7:17 AM I do NOT take our teachers for granted. Trust me. I know first hand how hard teachers work. However, When the union leaders ask for a 15-19% wage increase and it is always the first issue raised, people raise their eyebrows. Everyone is throwing around 2-3% around. Then why don't teachers let their union leaders know that. It really is about optics on the issue of salaray. I COMPLETELY agree that class composition needs to be on the table. I COMPLETELY agree that many of the "grey area" kids are being left in the cracks. These are the issues that really need to be highlighted. The wage numbers should be closer to what teachers have been talking about on the web or amongst each other.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ▼  February (11) BC Teachers' Day of Action: It's about priorities.... Rally to support teachers for a fair deal On a legislated contract and parents who care - on... Will the BC government agree to mediation to resol... Confusing differentiation with adverse discriminat... Are BC workers getting wage increases? Are Principals friends of public education? Negotiate, don't legislate BC's Learning Improvement Fund - 1 minute per stud... Go east, young teacher Kevin Falcon speaks the Liberal truth - serve the ... ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2013/03/why-educators-should-resist-educational.html?showComment0751362879198281,Staffroom Confidential: Why educators should resist educational technology Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Saturday, March 9, 2013 Why educators should resist educational technology I sat down earlier this week to write a blog post and I had a catchy title in mind: "iPads in the Classroom: Deja vu all over again". I had just read an article tweeted to me by my friend Tobey Steeves that appeared in the Atlantic in the mid-1990's. The article is called "The Computer Delusion" and I would recommend it (http://www.theatlantic.com/past/docs/issues/97jul/computer.htm). It begins with a short history lesson on past technological advances meant to revolutionize teaching, learning and schools, like television. And how these did nothing of the sort. And I thought, yes, just like the current crop of fad technologies: Smartboards, iPads, MOOCs. My partner had just laughingly told me about how the first out of date and now useless Smartboard showed up in his school's staffroom - the general repository of ed tech junk. But the more I think about it, the less I think it is the same all over again. It is very true that since schooling and technology there has been technology in schools. Some technology is very helpful. Some does genuinely change the way we teach and learn, a little bit. And lots gets left in the dust bins of staff rooms for a whole variety of reasons well articulated in The Computer Delusion. However, just like everything else in society lately, what is different now is not the perpetual change and the perpetual adoption of change before there is evidence to support the change. What is different is the pace of change. Things are happening so fast no-one has time to even reflect on what went wrong. In Education Week an article on educational technology happily examined "adaptive content". "What if, for example, we designed MOOCs (massive online courses) that, when illustrating a principle during a lecture, could use examples which were designed for the student's context? After all, most online communities already require members to fill in their age, location, etc. Or, if we had webcams that would interpret student's emotions and speed up / slow down a lecture/provide more illustrations/segue to an activity as needed. This technology, in fact, is already used by marketing companies to score consumer's reactions to their products online by reading their facial expressions via webcam, instead of written/multiple-choice feedback." I don't know about you, but that creeps me out on a lot of different levels. Learning as social activity? No.  Learning to broaden your horizens? No. Learning without privacy intrusions? No. But from one point of view, why not, if that is the fastest and cheapest way to make human beings learn and fast and cheap are the criteria? About five years ago I was teaching Information Technology and one of the classes I taught was game design. A researcher from the local university came to study my class, interested in how "gamification" related to learning. I didn't think all that much of it at the time, but am starting to see that educational technology is no longer just about tools to enhance learning, but rather the insertion of some of the most disturbing aspects of marketing into the previously (somewhat) protected world of schools and childhood. Joel Bakan has written an excellent book called "Childhood under siege". In it he examines some of the ways that marketers have used their techniques to sell toys, create addictive games, and market pharmaceuticals to children. It is disturbing. Those same trends are evident in the pitch to change teaching and learning with technology. One of the words that really bothers me right now is "engagement". It is so trendy. You can't have a conversation or read an article about education without encountering it. But what does it really mean? Learning is hard. And learning hard things is harder. Learning also is often uncomfortable. And sometimes it is boring. Anyone who has learned to play the violin knows that it takes at least 10,000 hours of often repetitive practice that sounds bad. There is no shortcut. You can play with others, play pieces you like, and perform. These all make it more fun. And you hopefully learn along the way that the practice is worth it. And this is what motivates you to practice more. What the educational technology companies are pushing is "engaged" learning as a short cut. But it won't work. It won't engage. It won't teach better. First off, much of what passes for educational technology these days is really modified consumer electronics. iPads, iPhones...these are consumer devices, not educational tools. Apps and games are designed to addict, not engage. I find apps the most disturbing...the most simplistic human reaction - just touching it - gives you a reward and a little hit of dopamine. You keep playing. Or checking your email. Or your twitter feed. It is this very feature of apps that make them appealing to two year olds. Playing on an iPad is more fun than learning to walk. Why? It is easier. You learn less (if anything at all). That is why they have temper tantrums when you take the iPad away. Sherry Turkle, in her book "Alone Together", considers the touted advantage of "multitasking" with technology. "When psychologists study multitasking, they do not find a story of new efficiencies. Rather, multitaskers don't perform as well on any of the tasks they are attempting. But multitasking feels good because the body rewards it with neurochemicals that induce a multitasking "high". The high deceives multitaskers into thinking they are being especially productive. In search of the high, they want to do even more. In the years ahead, there will be a lot to sort out. We fell in love with what technology made easy. Our bodies colluded." App development and consumer electronics are not designed for optimal learning. They are designed for optimal addiction. Very, very clever marketing people put their minds to this. They use everything we know about human psychology. Online pets die for a reason, as Joel Bakan explains in his book. The reason is to cause fear and worry in the child who must return to the program to feed it. My daughter is 13 years old, and I look around and am thankful I didn't have to keep iPads away from her. How did this happen so fast? She's not even grown up, and already childhood is different, and not for the better. This year in our school District, Wifi will be available to every child in every high school. Why? I don't know. So they can watch youtube at lunch hour instead of hang out with their friends? Respond to their text messages? Check their Facebook? Is it *necessary* or even *beneficial* for learning? I've yet to hear a good reason. We didn't use to have think about the precautionary principle in education. The popular myth had it that the pendulum would always swing back the other way, protecting us from fads and political interference. But this myth is just that - a myth. For twenty years, from a computer in every classroom to massive online learning, technology companies have become more and more sophisticated at pushing their product. We need to resist before it is too late. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 2:13 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 12 comments: TobeyMarch 9, 2013 at 4:22 PM Hi Tara, I dunno if it's crossed your path, but you might appreciate some of the discussion in => The shallows: What the Internet is doing to our brains. Beyond this point, I think it's also meaningful to highlight that many of these tech-centric solutions are pushed /on/ teachers, not derived /from/ the needs of teachers. It's that same politics of authority I discuss in my thesis. Eerie how often it's applicable ... Regards, TobeyReplyDelete Tara EhrckeMarch 9, 2013 at 5:15 PM Yes, just finished reading it...also an excellent read.ReplyDelete Replies Concerned ParentsMarch 10, 2013 at 12:51 PM Hi Tara, thank you for bringing up this important issue which many teachers are reluctant to discuss. As parents we question both the cost and the pedagogical value of replacing teachers with iPads. Unfortunately, our concerns are routinely marginalized and silenced by the tidal wave of 21st Century Learning. While educational budgets are cut on many fronts, no one (including parents who are taxpayers and "stakeholders") is allowed to question the sacred plans of technological advancement in millions of dollars. No one is allowed to question the cost of purchasing $700/pc iPads, of thousands of wireless routers (along with licensing fees for apps and newer routers' automatic opt-in cloud computing contracts), the cost of energy powering these devices, especially WiFi routers which operate 24/7, the cost of replacements to feed corporations' planned obsolescence which will occur every few years for decades to come, and the cost of health which is incalculable. I'm not surprised Mr. Carr said that tech gadgets caused him "a chronic state of distraction". Apart from the the psychological urge to get immediate feedback through the devices and the internet, there is valid physiological reason, when WiFi is used, that leads to inattention, impaired memory, insomnia or other more severe adverse effects to the brain and the body. Please take a look at the two videos below which show the level of "cellular noise" created by wireless equipment. Humans are electromagnetic beings, that's why doctors are able to use EEG to measure brain waves and EKG for the heart. The natural frequency of the human body is about 7.83 Hz. Wirelessly plugging our bodies to WiFi frequencies of 2,400,000,000 and 5,000,000,000 Hz, 24/7, is unnatural and invasive. Please hear the Pulsed Microwave of WiFi and iPad Radiation captured on Videos: iPad WiFi Radiation with Wireless Router On http://youtu.be/snt2uaQd_Ps Radiation of iPad with WiFi ON but no Internet Connection http://youtu.be/ANH6PEyQSZY The European Parliament, the Council of Europe as well as many doctors' groups have been advocating, in recent years, the REDUCTION of electromagnetic radiation in our environment, especially for children, youth, pregnant women and babies. http://www.safeinschool.org/2013/02/medical-advisory-wifi-radiation-and.html In this letter, Dr. Martha Herbert, a Harvard Neurologist who specializes in Pediatric Neurology, explains her research and concern about wireless radiation damaging children's brain function. http://goo.gl/Okafv Will SMART kids really be smarter, or dumber? Delete Concerned ParentsMarch 15, 2013 at 12:37 AM FYI. Your article was mentioned in this post: New Industry-Affiliated Website Promotes WiFi in Schools. Denies Health Risks. http://www.safeinschool.org/2013/03/wifiinsscholsca-new-industry-affiliated.htmlDelete Reply AnonymousMarch 9, 2013 at 5:31 PM It is this influx of this marketing scheme and it's technology toys that will be the undoing of public education. Search blended learning and working conditions and you'll see it's touted a solution to teacher working conditions, the very opposite of what is best for education and learning, building relationships between students and teachers, engaging them personally. Soon this effort to 'reduce working conditions for teachers' will further reduce the number of teachers deemed necessary. With one teacher instructing the online course, only a supervisor is needed in the classroom, not necessarily a teacher. Soon why even bother with a teacher at all, just hire an 'expert,' and save money. The Founder of the Khan Academy suggests already that you don't need a teacher to learn and Districts are using these online tutorials all across the province and bringing in this company to provide in-service in school districts. He thinks your training as teachers is pointless, he doesn't have an education degree and he's teaching kids around the world. ReplyDelete AnonymousMarch 9, 2013 at 5:32 PM I recently watched part of the LA United Board meetings where industry, administrators and some teachers were pushing for the installation of Wi-Fi across their School District. I couldn't watch further after listening to one defend the need or WiFi because it was felt a miracle solution for those students with ADD. They simply sit down in front of a screen and are mesmerized, instantly 'engaged' in the 'learning,' or so we're told. Yet we know better, this isn't learning and it's certainly not personalized learning. Personalized Learning for every student is the absolute ideal and personally I believe strongly in this approach BUT it's impossible in this current climate of cuts, under-funding and push to put students in front of screens instead of what we know works, smaller, well resourced classes. With this well versed tech marketing scheme comes the well oiled terms suggesting that education reform requires new teachers well versed in new ways of learning implying that seasoned teachers are like dinosaurs unable to acquire the necessary attention and 'engagement of students if they don't use the new technology. Isn't one of the best predictors of student success the greater years experience a teacher has? There are many reasons to question WiFi in schools, from the decrease in interpersonal skills, to the dumbing down of society, to the lack of pre-planning skills kids now find a challenge given their instant lifestyle. The risks of WiFi are another that are affecting more and more students and teachers. There are many health risks beyond the 2B carcinogen reclassified in 2011 by the WHO but shouldn't hat be enough. Canada has one of the lowest safety standards in the world and yet we're not using the precautionary principle. Instead many are trusting industries promise that the levels meet Health Canada's dismal standards. Yet only late last month Health Canada's lead researcher admitted in court that safety code 6 doesn't account for non0thermal affects despite assuring parents and schools of this across the provinces. The court transcripts are now available from the Superior Court of Quebec for a fee and by mail. You can read more about it here: http://www.magdahavas.com/health-canada-admits-safety-code-6-guideline-for-microwave-radiation-is-based-only-on-thermal-effects/ ReplyDelete AnonymousMarch 9, 2013 at 5:33 PM Why, with so little evidence, if any benefit from WiFi and all it's toys is public education further pushing students and those working in the education community to seemingly blindly risk not only their educational outcomes but their health. Oh right, we want to dumb down society, their easier to manage. Yet why risk health? It'll only cost society in the end? Compared with tobacco, wireless technology is following the same path only it's risky 'smoke' is invisible. Already insurance companies aren't insuring technology corporations against health risks. Companies like Fortis BC are hiring Product Defense Companies (Exponent) to defend the wireless capacity of smart meters. Asbestos, Tobacco, Monsanto's and other corporations marketing risk hire these companies to create doubt in the consumer so they con continue to line their pockets not because they're safe for the population. Their mandate is to get the best bottom line for their clients, to keep the bank roll rolling or as long as they can, despite the risks. Los Angeles Teacher's Union Passes Resolution to Ensure Safety from Hazardous Electromagnetic Fields (EMF) in Schools including EMF Emissions from Wireless Technology - W.E.E.P. News - March 09, 2013: - http://weepnews.blogspot.ca/2013/03/los-angeles-teachers-resolution-masts.html “I move that UTLA will abide by current National NEA Policy for Environmentally Safe Schools which states that all employees and stakeholders should be informed when there are changes in their exposure to environmental hazards including electromagnetic radiation and that all stakeholders and the public should be notified of any actual and potential hazards. UTLA will advocate for technological solutions that maintain technology upgrades while not increasing employees exposure to electromagnetic radiation." The BC Education system needs effective technologies, as Dr. Stuart Shanker says "where necessary" and used safely with no risks to either teachers or those involved in education. ReplyDelete Patrick ChunMarch 16, 2013 at 12:16 PM Ms. Ehrcke, I couldn't agree with you more. As it stands now, technology in school is a distraction, especially when the motive of vendors is to push their wares from a profit point of view. True use of technology is not about iPads or smartboards. It has to start from the content side of things. WiFi in school could turn out to be a ticking time bomb. There is actually no "safe" threshold on the amount of electro-magnetic radiation. Any guideline is just an arbitrary number. Patrick Chun CEO, Greenwood Canada ESL educational software developer ReplyDelete Ann-MarieMarch 19, 2013 at 10:52 AM I can see both sides of this argument. It is definitely a topic that we need to address. One thought, and something that I have used in classrooms, is to recognize, with students, the increased use of technology but in the same breath, discuss the benefits of using technology only when it can meet our information needs - valuing the interpersonal discussions - and not 'buying into' how many apps and games entice us to become preoccupied with technology. I don't think anyone would argue that having information at our fingertips hasn't improved learning and that being able to access worldwide information and opinions doesn't increase our sense of global responsibility. Preparing our students to examine the role of technology in their lives is a discussion that all teachers and parents can have with their children. ReplyDelete Bryan JacksonMarch 19, 2013 at 11:02 AM Hi Tara, Without addressing the ongoing conversation of the safety of wireless technology, I wanted to offer some counterpoint to the idea that we should resist all forms of educational technology in our schools if we want to uphold our responsibility to the public trust. While I might share many of your concerns about marketing and commodification making their way into modern classrooms, resisting digital technology of all stripes would see schools ceding valuable territory in the struggle for modern democracy that is occurring more and more on the open web. The literacies that attend web communication - including elements of self-regulation / 'attention-literacy,' visual and design-related presentation and communication skills, as well as data ownership, privacy - are increasingly vital to an education system that hopes to prepare students to resist the more malignant elements of digital technology and retain their ability to seek out and create individual voice in society. Like prohibition left the booze business to organized crime, creating schools that ignore the web as a forum for democratic participation help enable the corporate takeover of what little remains of digital 'public space'. Your own blog, for example, which is the personification of this exercise in democratic voice, is hosted by Google; we do ourselves and our students a disservice by not seeking out experience in ensuring autonomy and agency over our own and our students' web footprints. Someone whose work I've found inspiring in his drive to maintain individual freedom and public trust on the open web is Dr. Gardner Cambell, who wrote the influential essay, "A Personal Cyberinfrastructure," in which he argues that students should be provided with an education where they learn how to become their own systems administrators: http://www.educause.edu/ero/article/personal-cyberinfrastructure Gardner's talk, "Teaching, Learning & the Digital Imagination," also might help frame the pursuit of the digital humanities as part of a developing liberal arts education: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BHOv_kSejBM I fully agree that there is a lot of corporate profiteering masquerading as educational necessity, and we need to be aware as educators of not only these perils, but the possibility which exists on the open web as well. Audrey Watters (@audreywatters) is someone who does an incredible service in keeping up with developments in K12 and higher education along these lines, and whose work I think you (and your readers) would appreciate. She blogs at: http://hackeducation.com/ I think our schools should provide many of the experiences you are calling for above, but also believe that the diversity of perspectives teaching professionals bring into the learning environment help shape the future healthily, empathetically, and democratically. As someone who feels as though I am fighting for the same sort of school system advocated here, I wanted to offer some of what underpins my belief that digital technology does have a place in our classrooms, and that this place doesn't necessarily denote a 'corporate takeover' of any sort. On the contrary, technology is in my classroom so that my students (whose lives are suffused in technology whether I limit its exposure or not) venture onto the web with their eyes open to both the peril, and the possibility of digital public space. Enjoy your spring break, Bryan -bryanjack.ca ReplyDelete Tara EhrckeMarch 20, 2013 at 8:54 AM Hi Bryan, I think the one point where we may disagree is that I see a *connection* between the profiteers and others that can be unhealthy if it is not recognized. Yes, there are many teachers who use IT in their classrooms for genuine, worthwhile reasons. I am one of them. But when teachers start to jump on the bandwagon (sometimes just because they are excited about what they are doing, but sometimes for the purpose of personal career advancement) they go from using tech for their own teaching to advocating tech. Thus the profiteers exploit teachers to assist in advocating for change that in the long run is not healthy for schools and children. When this happens with district administrators and Ministry officials and university professors, these people become "internal validators" - lending justification for the vacuous arguments of the tech companies. When I say "resist", I don't necessarily mean "ban" (although that certainly might make sense in some circumstances). I mean think critically about whether the introduction of a new technology should or should not be adopted. Who wants it and why? In other words, do not capitulate to the vapid arguments of "it is there, so we have to use it", "it is there, so it is coming anyway", "they use it in life, so we have to in school", "they will use it at work, so we have to in school". None of these are good arguments. When considering whether or not to adopt new technologies, we also have to look at the bigger picture, including what gets removed...because every time something new arrives, something else goes. So, it is perfectly sensible to consider the overall screen time of children and consider whether or not any more screen time should take place in school. Or to consider whether we want wireless turned on all day so that kids can use their devices during recess, when that very well might displace f2f and exercise. Or to consider the degree to which "collaboration" with technology replaces reading books, and the impact that has on learning and thinking (suggest here Proust & the Squid...and In the Shallows...very good introductions to the effect of technology on the reading brain, what is lost...). I don't disagree with teaching digital literacy (although perhaps for different reasons than you...I think the "democracy" of the internet is largely a myth, but I do think kids should understand how the machines around them work), but that is very different than infusing teaching with technology or using technology for teaching and learning other subject areas. Thanks for your thoughtful comments - Tara ReplyDelete Clint LalondeMarch 28, 2013 at 12:12 PM Hi Tara, First off, truce. If I need to hold out a white flag here then please consider this to be one :). As a parent, I truly appreciate there are people like you and Tobey who are taking a very critical look at the role of technology in our schools. I agree with much of what you write and speak about - corporate agendas, the desire for quick fixes, the motivations for why we need technology in our schools, distractions - these are all incredibly valuable and important conversations for educators and parents to have. Technology is a tool that can be used well and can be used poorly. I am a Neil Postman fan and agree with him when he speaks about technology not as an either/or, but a this and that. There are tradeoffs, concessions and difficult discussions to have. What do we keep and what do we replace? Does this change the way we do things? How? What part is good and what part is bad? I agree with Bryan here that this issue of what role technology plays in our classrooms is vitally important to creating digital citizens of the future who can operate in the world and act with agency and autonomy. Who can change & challenge (or at least have the skills to deal with) the very things about our world that we both want to see changed. There are a myriad of reasons to keep technology out of the classroom - all valid. But keeping it out only means we do not work to find solutions to those problems. We hid them. Worse, we don't help our kids find solutions to their problems. How can they be expected to deal with making correct choices about issues like information overload and critical media literacy if they are not engaging in real and authentic ways with these issues? I worry that we underestimate the internet and that we are not doing enough to teach our kids how to thoughtfully and deliberately engage with it. To take control of it. To even realize that they can take control of it. We are letting the technology agenda be written by the corporations, by the entertainment industry, by the publishing companies when we enact policies that pretend the internet doesn't exist and hides it away from our kids. We are not preparing our kids to carry on the kinds of fights and deeply critical analysis we both want. We are not teaching them that the internet is THEIRS and THEY own it and THEY can control it. In a world where our kids are not taught how to take control and use the internet as a learning tool, Perez Hilton wins. And that frightens me a helluva lot more than wifi. With respect, Clint LalondeReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ▼  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ▼  March (2) Why educators should resist educational technology... Will School Board budget woes lead to more inequit... ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=14106,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 1997 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 9, Number 4, Jan./Feb. 1997 Living the Lessons by Theresa Beer This story is reprinted from Public Choice Public Schools: A walk through 16 of B.C.'s diverse schools and programs, "Outdoor education motivates students." "What I hear I forget, what I see I remember, what I do I understand." --Old proverb reflecting Earthquest's philosophy Through tall grass, you can't see anyone. As you approach, you hear voices, and a head pops up. Students are hard at work in their classroom: a small clearing amid fields, mountains, and a stream. The clearing is more than a beautiful setting; it's a resource that gives students knowledge--knowledge about plants like yarrow, which is used to treat a student's allergic reaction. This is Earthquest Outdoor School, in Vernon, and the students, live the lessons they learn. The outdoors challenges them physically, emotionally, and intellectually. Earthquest, started 15 years ago by Barrie Reid, is designed and run by him and his wife, Moe. The program takes 60 Grade 11 students each year, half join the Earthquest program for one semester, the other half are school-based. About 90% of the program takes place outdoors. The Earthquest semester includes cycling, backpacking, rock climbing, back-country skiing, and river and sea kayaking. Expeditions, ranging from three to 10 days, account for up to 32 days of the semester. This is combined with a practical immersion in First Nations traditions and environmental studies. Students get credit for earth science, social studies, physical education, and career prep and work experience. The expeditions are more than physically challenging. The Reids, who are certified guides, encourage students to respect nature by leaving a minimum impact and protecting resources. It's one thing to study water movement and tides from a book. It's quite another to experience them when you are ocean kayaking, as Grade 11 student Jeremy Vanderkerkhove discovered. It makes learning and remembering much more meaningful, he says. On the Blanket Glacier in the Monashee Mountain Range, students set up a weather station, study glaciation, and the structure of snow crystals, dig snow pits, and predict avalanches based on their tests. While backpacking and rock climbing, they learn geology by studying rock and mountain formation and volcanic action. Earthquest differs from other outdoor education programs in its focus on First Nations technologies. Barrie Reid learned traditional practices from elders like Mary Thomas, from Enderby, and maintains close contact with First Nations traditions. While sea kayaking in the Gulf Islands and Clayoquot Sound on the West Coast, students meet with elders. The trip also includes a cultural exchange with students from Ahousaht Village, in the Clayoquot. As part of the immersion in the pre-contact coastal and interior First Nations life, students bead, tan deer hides, make cedar-root baskets, and start fires with bow and hand drills. There are no shortcuts for learning these skills, says Moe Reid. The 40 to 60 hours required for each, teaches patience and time management. "The process is so important. It's more important than the content," she says. Students also helped build on the site a kekuli, a traditional First Nations winter house dug into the ground. The students pass along this knowledge to elementary classes who visit the site. Students leave Earthquest with discipline, high self-esteem, ability to support one another in groups, and a new maturity. They also leave with an enthusiasm for learning. Students say much of the program's success is due to the careful guiding, encouragement, and role modelling provided by the Reids. "I liked the fact that they gave us responsibility; they treated us like equals," says Chris Farrer. "Last year, it taught me how to learn a lot better and work harder toward things. Last year I got principal's list; this year, honour roll," says student Brian Ganden, who did not excel in school before Earthquest. He says that by working his way through projects on his own, he learned how to problem-solve. Students spend many hours alone, tracking animals such as bears and cougars, and becoming attuned to a particular setting. This is based on the "spirit spot" in First Nations traditions. Observations are written in a journal. Most young adults, Reid notes, don't have the opportunity to spend time alone.V An equally important aspect is working together. Students talk of deep friendships, an acceptance of differences, and little peer pressure. Careers in related fields such as parks work, forestry, anthropology, meteorology (weather forecasting), and adventure tourism become possibilities. "Quest opened up all the different careers you can go into like photographer and guide that I never even thought of before," says Jeremy Fyke.V Another plus for the award-winning program has been its safety record. No student has been injured on a trip. A lot of time is spent developing safety standards, explains Reid. Many parents find that all their children want to participate in the program. Teacher Bev Barling had three children finish the program. It prepared them for future choices, she feels, and was a "really major life influence." Parent Judy Mori, who chairs the Earthquest Parents' Support Group Society, has two children who finished the program and one just beginning. "It's really exciting to see your kids go flying out the front door because they don't want to be late." she says. The program has given her children confidence by allowing them to make "safe mistakes."At the parent-organized dinners, she recounts, students who had confronted issues, from anorexia to hanging around with rough crowds, returned to speak about how Earthquest changed their lives. Students hear about Earthquest by word of mouth and through presentations in schools in the district. Teachers are encouraged to recommend students they feel would benefit. Participants range from those needing learning assistance to high academic achievers. Students write about why they want to attend, and participate in a preliminary run. This helps determine who is committed, says Moe Reid. The student fee of $750 pays for replacing equipment and the helicopter ride for back-country skiing, says Vernon Secondary School Principal Richard Dedora. The program is based out of Vernon Secondary School, where Earthquest students spend time between activities. The school budget for Earthquest was $9,000 for travel fees and $7,500 for supplies in 1995-96. Dedora says this is in line with other school programs, and only half the cost of bussing students to extra-curricular activities. The parents' group raises between $7,000 and $10,000 a year toward equipment and unexpected costs and provide bursaries if needed. In our fast-paced society, few students have the chance to slow down, observe their world, and really appreciate it. Earthquest students say they wish everyone had that chance. Theresa Beer co-authored the BCTF publication, Public Choice Public Schools: a walk through 16 of B.C.'s diverse schools and programs. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12860,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2000 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 12, Number 7, May/June 2000 One-room schoolhouses …by choice and circumstance by Verena Foxx From Crescent Beach in southwestern B.C. to Quatsino Sound on the northern tip of Vancouver Island; through Gold River in the Caribou region to a small town in the Kettle Valley; and as far east as the Alberta border in the Rocky Mountains, there are still a handful of one-room schoolhouses in our province. In the 1930s, there were an estimated 300. The teachers who work in these one-room schools have a lot in common. They love their jobs. They believe in family groupings. Most of them have taught their own children. They are conversant with multi-level curriculums. They are an integral part of their community. They feel comfortable working in isolation. Heather Johnson, in Quatsino, has eight students in her one-room K–7 school. “It’s a precious teaching experience,” she says, even though “there is a lot of time spent to prepare lessons.” Johnson notes that her school days are calm, with very few discipline problems because of the range of ages. “The setting helps older children mature and realize that they are role models. The younger ones are academically and socially helped by having older ones to look up to.” Johnson admits that the students may miss out on sports teams, and have only her skills and talents to guide them. “But,” she emphasizes, “they mature in this setting, and are ready by Grade 8 to take the 20-minute water taxi followed by a 20-minute school bus ride to Port Hardy’s secondary school.” Dodie Eyer, in the Gold Trail School District, teaches Grades K–12 at Big Bar School, 50 km northwest of Clinton. With 15 students this year, she has an assistant who supports her Grade 8–12 students with their secondary school correspondence courses. One-third of Eyer’s school is a family of five students who “ride an hour from their ranch every day, then cross the Fraser River by ferry, and take a 20-minute school bus ride” to attend classes. Eyer says she considers rural teachers to be “expert generalists.” She believes that the strength of one-room schools is that students learn to have a healthy attitude toward each other because they grow up being able to relate to other ages. They are more independent in their work, and are more accepting. “It’s much better than streaming kids by ages,” she continues. “All these kids play together, and help and support each other. As adults, they easily get along with people of all ages. At our school, kids play and learn with each other, no matter what their age,” reflects Eyer. “Rural schools naturally provide a family atmosphere.” This sentiment is echoed by Cathy Erikson at Beaverdell School in the Kettle Valley, one hour south of Kelowna. Her K–4 one-room school serves 14 students in a small community where, she says, the school is “the only government institution left in this town.” This situation makes the school an important focus of the community, which strongly supports its existence. Parents receive a transportation allowance in lieu of a school bus to drive their primary-aged children the average 45-minutes to school. “My education didn’t prepare me for all of this,” says Erikson, explaining that her job description includes chasing cows out of the school yard. “But,” she adds enthusiastically, “this has got to be the best teaching experience in B.C.” Like her colleagues, she stresses the educational value of the small setting. Older students become independent, responsible, and motivated learners. Younger ones learn by being exposed to a broader curriculum. Students with special needs become part of the family in this small setting, and children learn to accept their differences. Unlike many of her one-room colleagues, Erikson doesn’t live in her school’s community. She has a daily two-hour commute “in all weather conditions.” Although most of these one-roomers still exist to serve isolated communities, another one—in the Lower Mainland—was revived by choice, in September 1996. Dorthe Davison is a primary teacher in her community at Crescent Park, minutes away from the Canada–US border south of Vancouver. After 26 years as a Surrey teacher, Davison, who believed in the educational value of creating a multi-aged family grouping program for Grades 1–3, became an activist and lobbyist to fulfill her dream. With the support of South Surrey community members, she worked tirelessly for a year-and-a-half to reopen a one-room schoolhouse in her neighbourhood for that purpose. The 1918 building originally served as Crescent Park’s one-room elementary school for 30 years. From 1948–1992, the little school became the primary annex to Crescent Park Elementary, situated several blocks away. Funding shortfalls in the early ’90s forced the building to boarded up and put up for sale. “I thought the uniqueness of the setting would really complement the multi-age program,” said Davison as she and others began working on a massive campaign in March 1995 to reopen the building. Helped by the family that originally donated the land as a school site, as well as fellow teachers, parents in the neighbourhood, and some elected officials, the schoolhouse reopened in September 1996. With an enrolment of 23 students in one multi-age Grade 1–3 class, Davison is still working at her “dream job” in the heritage building that was revived as part of the community’s history, and is within walking distance of her home. One-room schoolhouse teachers Dorthe Davison, Cathy Erikson, Dodie Eyer, and Heather Johnson all support and strongly defend the outcomes of the teaching style that they practise–whether by choice or circumstance. Verena Foxx teaches at David Livingstone Elementary School, Vancouver and is a member of the Teacher Newsmagazine Advisory Board. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=16830,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2008 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 21, Number 2, October 2008  Readers write Tests cause undue stress for students A new school year represents an opportunity for fresh beginnings and improvements in education, as well as, a time to reflect on the challenges that we as teachers face when trying to protect children from the unsound standardized testing of Grades 4 and 7 students. The time has come for teachers to unite and take responsible actions to end FSA testing. Together we can make a difference by saying no to government practices that cause undue stress for our students and that provide no information to improve our classroom practices. We know that our concerns about the FSA are valid. Together we can get the government to listen. Together we can create change and improve education for our students. That is why I support the BCTF campaign against FSA testing and strongly urge all teachers to do the same. Michelle Hernandez, Coquitlam Narrowing the curriculum to teach to the tests At the 2008 AGM, I was happy to hear that the BCTF was finally going to take action to oppose the problematic FSA tests. I know from talking to other Richmond staff union reps that I am not the only Richmond teacher to have concerns about these tests. Others too are upset about the narrowing of curriculum to teach to the test, the misuse of the statistics by the Fraser Institute, and the undue emphasis placed on the school scores by principals and well-meaning parent advisory committee members looking to “improve education for our kids.” We know that this type of test is harmful; just last week, British officials admitted that their country’s focus on improving standardized test scores has actually had a negative impact on students’ math skills by taking the focus off more meaningful activities like problem solving. Since my daughter is in Grade 4 this year, I will be doing my best to explain to the parents of her classmates why I think they too should oppose the FSAs, but I can’t have much impact alone. I need the BCTF to build support for a campaign that can make a real difference. Polls have shown that the public trusts us more than the government on education issues like these. If we take a strong stand against FSAs, I think we can win parents over. Let’s not miss this opportunity to act the way we did with Grade 10 provincial exams! Let’s actually do something this time. Lisa Descary, Richmond  Say “No” to the tests My nephews go to school in Washington State. They are tested, tested, and then tested some more. My brother phones me sometimes in desperation as his sons struggle with this testing regime they now live in. This September, our teaching colleagues in Bellevue, WA, did not begin school when the rest of us did because they were on strike for a salary increase and to get some of their professional autonomy back. Their job action did get some of their professional autonomy returned. Congratulations to them. In BC, we are faced with an increasing accountability agenda forced upon us by the government. Is this the best for our students? Do all these tests support our students’ learning? When schools and students are identified as being at-risk with the use of these tests, does extra support, money, and staff come to help? No. Then why do we, as teachers, continue to administer these tests? It is not just about the FSAs. It is about the Grade 10 final exams, the Grade 11 final exams, the Grade 12 final exams, the RADs, the DIBELS, the DARTs, and what other new test that is being written to measure accountability. Some of these tests do identify students’ needs, but if they are just being used as a form of data collection with no extra support, then they are just as bad. Most of the universities in BC have decided that Grade 12 exams do not need to be part of their application process. They have realized that a students’ mark is not just dependent on how well she or he can write a test, but rather about her or his learning. It is time that we, as the BCTF, take a stand and say, “No” to tests that are just for data collection as part of the government’s accountability agenda. We must be heard to advocate loudly for what is best for our students and our schools. We must ensure that what we do in our classrooms and schools supports all of our students and their learning. Ieke Giese, North Vancouver  DART mandatory in SD 42 Regarding the article, “What is DART?” (Teacher, September 2008), the authors of this article fail to mention that, in SD 42 (Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows), the administration of the DART instrument is mandatory (by board policy) for teachers of Grades 3 and 6 students. Subsequently, the data is collected by district staff and used as part of the district achievement report, and stored in data “silos.” In this way, instead of merely informing practice, the DART test further erodes the professionalism of teachers in our district. Lucinda Tooker, Maple Ridge  Excuse us, we’re just visiting your planet Even though we maintain a tight orbit around the province’s political centre, Sooke (SD 62) might as well be Pluto—so little is known about our dark little local. We are the shadowy, distant cousin of our more oft-recognized neighbours. We are moved by gravitational forces greater than our own, and as such, act in concert with the Federation on provincial causes. But just as often, we find ourselves moving in ways that are at odds with other locals. There are many things we do that are uniquely Sookensian. We are an island on an island. Isolated and individualistic, we are the epitome of autonomy. Like all similarly isolated communities, we are rapt with the anticipation of a visit from rarely seen official visitors. At the time of this writing, the Sooke local is preparing for the landings of alien arbitration teams, whose deliberations and decisions will have all educational lenses in the province keenly focused, brushed, and turned our way. One day last year, in the classic Sooke tradition of independence, Kathryn Sihota chose to teach to her students—to engage them in some active learning—rather than subject them to a district-mandated test. Her choice was not made in simple opposition to the test, but was based on what she believed was in the best interests of her Grade 3 students at that time, on that day. Every test (including the DART) can be standardized—or not. Assessments (tests) in and of themselves, are not bad things. Every teacher knows that. When tests are imposed on teachers to be administered with strictures, scripts, strict, prescribed marking criteria, and with applied and enforced norms, they take on the odious character of standardization. They become bad things on any level. If there is a teacher anywhere in the province who tells her Grade 3 students to suspend their enthusiasm for learning, put any sense of discovery aside, pick up their pencils, be quiet, and write a test composed by someone who knows nothing about them—a test with which they are completely unfamiliar, with no opportunity to ask questions, and which doesn’t even count for their grade—I would hold that that teacher doesn’t belong in the classroom. The Sooke DART was never characterized by Sihota, nor by others in our dim, distant local as just another standardized test. The way in which teachers are directed to administer the test is what makes the Sooke DART different. Teachers are guided by district-imposed rules, standards, and instructions that impinge on teacher autonomy in ways that standardized tests do. Worse than that, DART results in Sooke are used to measure school achievement in much the same way that FSAs are used by the Fraser Institute to rank schools province-wide. Sihota was making an autonomous decision not to subject her Grade 3 students to a potentially demoralizing, stressful assessment, on that day, under those conditions, at that time. There’s much more here than niggling opposition to politically mandated data collection. Sihota’s statement wasn’t simply a challenge to Sooke district’s misguided accountability agenda (of which the DART is a part) but it was a powerful statement in defence of us all, and of our autonomy in the classroom. Portraying Sihota’s act as garden-variety politicking and insubordination, as the media is wont to do, demonstrates an unfortunate unfamiliarity with planet Sooke and, by inference, trivializes the courage, and the strength of conviction of Kathryn Sihota, and the stand that she took in defence of her students, and of public school teachers province-wide. Patrick Henry, President, Sooke Teachers’ Association  Retired teachers appreciate Teacher Just to let you know that I most definitely wish to continue receiving Teacher! It’s an excellent way of keeping up-to-date with a career that I loved dearly and, although I’ve been retired for 20 years, it’s one way to try to keep abreast of what’s going on in the profession and in the union. Thank you for all of your efforts over the years—it’s very much appreciated in spite of the fact that we often don’t let you know how much we appreciate your hard work. Thank you.. Jack Glover, Vancouver  I would very much like to have you continue to send me your excellent Teacher newsmagazine. I have taught in BC for 35 years and have been retired for 10 years. I enjoy reading the newsmagazine and appreciate the opportunity to keep up with what’s happening in education. I would like to express my gratitude to the BCTF for making Teacher available to retirees. Lance Cuthill, Cranbrook  Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "October is #FosterFamilyMonth. Thank you #BC for opening your homes and hearts to more than 5,900 children and youth." @John_Yap - 11:14pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=14340,BCTF News Releases  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources   For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development News Release Archives 2014  2013  2012    2011 2010  2009  2008 2007  2006  Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2007 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE November 7, 2007 Ministry of Education backs away from poorly designed plan The Ministry of Education appears to be partially backing away from its mid-year claw back of funds from school districts. Its October 18, 2007 announcement of cuts to secondary schools had created the potential for significant disruption of school classes and programs in most districts. In an attempt to clean up the mess created by blindsiding Board of Education budget plans, the ministry has now released six pages of revised rules for school districts to use in recalculating funding for the current school year. The new policies are announced in the document: Frequently Asked Questions: Funding Formula Adjustments. “It is clear that a revision of the revision of the funding formula is under way,” says Irene Lanzinger, president of the British Columbia Teachers’ Federation. “These changes continue to send shock waves in school communities,” says Lanzinger. “The process of reporting to the ministry has just become even more complex and time-consuming for school districts and once again school districts are unevenly punished by the changes.” The Ministry of Education budget is short about $50 million because of increased demands. The ministry had to find funds to make up for summer school fees that were charged by districts, despite a court ruling that districts are not allowed to charge fees. In addition, the encouragement of students to take online courses produced an increase in the funding required to pay for those courses. “The ministry is short $50 million in a $4.3 billion budget and where does it look for savings? Not to the ministry itself, or its increasing bureaucracy, or to pet projects like the BC Educational Leadership Council. Instead, they attempted to take it directly from classrooms and from our most vulnerable students: those with special learning needs, Aboriginal learners, and students attending alternate programs.” Clawing back funds that support students makes no sense when there is a healthy provincial surplus of $4 billion. Furthermore cost overruns have been tolerated for the downtown convention centre. -  30  - For more information, contact Kathleen MacKinnon, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell). Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7740,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 4, January/February 2005 How to become a BCTF-endorsed candidate for the College of Teachers’ Council The second round of elections for the BC College of Teachers’ Council under the new provisions of the Teaching Profession Act will take place in April/May 2005. The BC College of Teachers regulates the teaching profession in B.C. The college has as its mandate teacher education, teacher certification, and member discipline. Governing the college is the 20-person council. Twelve of 20 council members are elected by the membership; eight council members are appointed by the minister of education. A council member makes policy decisions, makes quasi-judicial decisions concerning individuals and institutions, represents the college on various external committees, and communicates with members. Elections are held in four of the 12 geographic zones each year. In 2005, elections will be held in North Coast (1), South Central (3), Lower Mainland East (8), and Lower Mainland West (10). The term of office begins August 1 and ends July 31 three years hence. The BCTF provides for the zonal selection of a BCTF-endorsed candidate in each zone where an election is being held. Only active BCTF-member candidates are eligible for BCTF endorsation. Each local has the right to select one nominee endorsed by an executive, a delegate assembly, or a general meeting of the local. Each local nominee must undertake to abide by the endorsation process. Once a local has nominated a candidate, the name of candidate is forwarded to the BCTF staff co-ordinator. The co-ordinator ensures that each local in the zone conducts a vote to determine the zone’s BCTF-endorsed candidate by secret ballot. The BCTF publicizes among members the names of all BCTF-endorsed candidates. The BCTF provides funding to assist local nominees in seeking to become BCTF-endorsed candidates. The BCTF also provides funding to assist endorsed candidates in the college elections. If you are interested in being considered as your local nominee for the BCTF-endorsed candidate in one of the college zones where an election is being held, contact your local president as soon as possible. If you have any questions about BCTF procedures for endorsing candidates, contact Mike Lombardi, BCTF staff, 604-871-1849, toll free-1-800-663-9163, local 1849, mlombardi@bctf.ca. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/GlobalEd/music/marimba.html,Professional Development Back Marimba Project The Marimba Project is a multi year ArtsSmarts project that has resulted in the construction of sets of Zimbabwean marimbas and West African balafons for use in Vancouver schools. In the first year, Rick Palmer (marimbamagic.com) provided the expertise to build one set of seven marimbas. In the second year, Fana Soro brought materials (including spider egg sacks!), from his village in Cote d'Ivoire to construct twenty-eight small balafons, which accompany his many artist in residence programs throughout the lower mainland. The marimbas are extremely popular for music programs from grades three to seven. To meet the increasing demand, a second set of marimbas is under construction at Kitsilano Secondary. In the project's final phase, musicians from different traditions compose a song for the marimbas, teach students to play the compositions and then assist them to compose their own music. Coordinator of the Marimba Project is Valerie Dare(vdare@britannia.vsb.bc.ca). View Fana Soro building a Balafon in the classroom. (Cable/DSL | 56K modem ) Download QuickTime plugin  )
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "Gr8 event honoring Taiwan ROC w many friends @douglasbing @marvinhunt4bc @KerryLynneFindl @mhlchiu26 @prairiechinois http://t.co/85TUCQsbrI" @John_Yap - 05:40pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141006,globalnews.ca,http://globalnews.ca/tag/bc-teachers-strike/tfw/util/media,BC Teachers Strike | News, Videos & Articles Your Region: National BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg On TV: Global National Sections National National sections Locals Local sections Watch Watch sections Search Canada Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released Sections Health Money Consumer Tech Entertainment Environment Science Lifestyle Sports Featured Canada World Politics Investigations Canada Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released Your Region National Change BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Health Money Consumer Tech Entertainment Environment Science Lifestyle Sports Jump to a Region National BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Man trying to reach Bermuda in inflatable bubble rescued by Coast Guard Schedule NowGlobal National 7:00pmEntertainment Tonight More Programs Global National The West Block 16x9 The Morning Show More Personalities Dawna Friesen Carolyn Jarvis Liza Fromer Tom Clark More News Major snowfall covers N. Manitoba Entertainment ‘Gone Girl’ wins weekend box office News Journalist with Ebola arrives at US hospital Canada Quebecor sells off Sun newspaper chain News Crowdfunded bus debuts in Toronto Entertainment Depardieu reveals past as escort, thief Canada MPs debate motion for airstrikes in Iraq Sports NBA extends television deals for 9 years Trending Maple Syrup Heist Hong Kong protests Iraq crisis Luka Magnotta Ebola outbreak enterovirus D68 Ukraine Retail Wars http://globalnews.ca/tag/bc-teachers-strike/"> News Live blog Daycare Options Wages Class Size What is E80? Class Composition Video Latest BC Teachers Strike Videos 02:08 News Hour BC Inner city teacher turns to crowdfunding for needy kids 01:59 News Hour BC Back to school, three weeks late 01:27 News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Will the school year be extended? 02:39 Noon News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: What can kids expect? 02:19 News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Results of the vote tonight 05:03 Noon News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Teachers voting today 04:12 News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Big questions remain 10:13 BC 1 BC teachers dispute: Union leader Jim Sinclair weighs in on deal 03:10 Noon News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: BCTF urged to vote yes 03:11 News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Deal details 01:44 News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Deal reaction 01:44 News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Back to school shopping 01:57 News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Finally, a tentative deal 06:59 BC 1 BC teachers dispute: Is it a good deal? 05:21 BC 1 BC teachers deal: Is the new deal affordable? 06:34 BC 1 BC teachers dispute: What will the school year look like? 15:57 News Hour BC Press conference: BCTF president Jim Iker on tentative deal 02:11 Global National BC teachers strike: Tentative deal reached, school may start Monday 15:20 News Hour BC Press conference: Premier Christy Clark and Peter Fassbender on tentative deal 06:31 BC 1 BC teachers dispute: Press conference review Latest BC Teachers Strike News Global News October 5, 2014 10:07 pm Coquitlam teachers fighting over pay Lori Leonard thought the protests were behind her, but the Coquitlam teacher is dusting off her picket sign once again. Continue reading → BC 1 September 27, 2014 2:02 pm Cheques for school strike money to be mailed in late October Cheques for the $40 a day promised to parents of children aged 12 and under during the education dispute will be mailed out in late October. Continue reading →   What is this? Branded content is written by or on behalf of our sponsor and not by Global News' editorial staff. If you'd like to learn more... What is this ? X What is this? Branded content is written by or on behalf of our sponsor and not by Global News' editorial staff. If you'd like to learn more... More stories below Global News September 24, 2014 1:34 am Children at Silverdale Elementary return to class in middle of construction site Students at Silverdale Elementary, a small school in Mission, have started off their year on a construction site. Continue reading → BC 1 September 22, 2014 7:50 pm Elementary school teacher sets up crowdfunding page for classroom supplies For teachers, going back to school also comes at a cost. Continue reading → BC 1 September 22, 2014 8:10 am BC teachers’ strike: Will the school year be extended? Public school students will be back in classrooms across B.C. on Monday amid lingering questions about how the education dispute will affect the school year. Continue reading → BC 1 September 20, 2014 1:36 pm B.C. students getting ready to go back to school on Monday Shoppers are expected to be out in droves this weekend across B.C., stocking up on school supplies. Continue reading →   What is this? Branded content is written by or on behalf of our sponsor and not by Global News' editorial staff. If you'd like to learn more... What is this ? X What is this? Branded content is written by or on behalf of our sponsor and not by Global News' editorial staff. If you'd like to learn more... BC 1 September 17, 2014 7:23 pm B.C. teachers ponder tentative deal ahead of vote The initial euphoria of getting a negotiated deal in the bitter B.C. teachers’ strike has worn off and now more than 40,000 union members are tallying their wins and losses before voting on the contract. Continue reading → BC 1 September 17, 2014 2:00 pm Questions about Pro-D Days in B.C. as tentative deal reached in dispute But for school districts that have Pro-D Days scheduled for Monday, many are wondering if those will be rescheduled or cancelled so the kids and teachers can get back in the classroom as soon as possible. Continue reading → More stories below BC 1 September 17, 2014 8:30 am Teachers to vote on tentative deal on Thursday: the details Here is what is known about the tentative six-year deal between the BCTF and government that teachers will vote on this Thursday Continue reading → Global News September 16, 2014 10:49 pm Full text of communication to teachers from the BCTF Read the full text of the e-mail that the BCTF sent to B.C. teachers today after the announcement of a tentative deal. Continue reading → Load More Popular Now Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released 20224 How does Ebola spread? 5 things you need to know 18659 Accused Madeleine McCann Twitter troll found dead 9985 Ebola: 5 reasons why an outbreak is highly unlikely in Canada 7298 UPDATE: What’s the best, cheapest Canadian cellphone plan out there? 5891 Featured Content Canada Ebola: 5 reasons why an outbreak is highly unlikely in Canada What are the chances of an Ebola outbreak taking off in Canada? It isn’t likely, according to experts. And here are a number of reasons why. Continue reading → Environment Are we in the midst of a mass extinction? There have been 5 mass extinctions — the loss of 75 per cent or more of the world’s species — in Earth’s history. Scientists now believe that we are at the early stages of the sixth. Continue reading → Health Lab-grown penises may soon be ‘ready for testing’ on humans Researchers in North Carolina say penises grown in laboratories could “soon be ready for human testing,” offering hope for men who have had traumatic injuries or penile cancer. Continue reading → Canada Meet Rachel Parent — the teen fighting for GMO labelling in Canada Rachel Parent is a 15-year-old activist. Her goal: mandatory labelling in Canada of all genetically modified organisms, or GMOs that are found as ingredients in food. Continue reading → Canada Abandoned puppies on the mend Twenty hungry, cold and flea-infested puppies found in a Saskatchewan field are now being nursed back to health at Battleford’s Humane Society. Continue reading → Science Everything you need to know about Wednesday’s lunar eclipse On Oct. 8, Canada will be treated to its second lunar eclipse of the year. Find out what you can expect. Continue reading → Canada Can homegrown food win the climate change war? Wondering what’s the single most effective way to combat climate change? Plant a garden. Continue reading → Canada 16×9: An investigation into illegal lumber Timber thieves are stealing wood from the Russian Far East, processing it in China and then shipping it to North America, a 16×9 investigation has found. Continue reading → Highlights Hounds of Parliament: As commuting cyclist and budget watchdog, Frechette must make his presence known Frechette draws a line distinguishing his personality as a cyclist and as the parliamentary budget officer. But surely there’s a parallel between the assertive man he is on a bike and in the role of PBO? Continue reading → Email alerts Sign up for FREE daily Globalnews.ca newsletters and breaking news alerts Email Address National Daily News National Breaking News By clicking on the submit button, I have read, understood and agreed to our privacy policy Twitter Follow globalnews 9 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews UPDATED: Nurse in Spain is 1st #Ebola infection outside West Africa glbn.ca/ClOKv 35 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews USA Swimming suspends #MichaelPhelps for 6 months glbn.ca/ClLU9 pic.twitter.com/nqC3dQ3NhL 35 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews Hillary Clinton: military action against ISIS “critical” and “essential” globalnews.ca/news/1600343/w… #cdnpoli Jump to a Region BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Connect Facebook Twitter Google+ RSS Contact Us Global News About Us Privacy Policy Principles & Practices Terms & Conditions Copyright Shaw Media Advertise Open Data © Shaw Media Inc., 2014. All rights reserved. Follow Follow “Global News” Get every new post delivered to your Inbox. Join 3,820 other followers Powered by WordPress.com Shaw Connect Expand News Entertainment Entertainment Home Celebs Movies TV Music Living Lifestyle Food Home & Living Sports Money Tech Travel Breaktime Autos Watch TV Online All Sites Global Global News Food Network HGTV History Television Showcase Slice DTOUR ET Canada National Geographic Movietime Lifetime H2 DIY Action NG Wild Mystery IFC BBC Deja Vu Twist)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=29519,BCTF News Releases  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources   For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development News Release Archives 2014  2013  2012    2011 2010  2009  2008 2007  2006  Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2013 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  March 19, 2013 Teachers call for clear conflict-of-interest regulations for school district officials Worried about increasing encroachment of private interests in public education, delegates at the Annual General Meeting of the BC Teachers’ Federation have voted to call on the provincial government to establish conflict-of-interest regulations governing school district dealings with corporations. “Private businesses are seeking to profit from public education, and using increasingly sophisticated and aggressive schemes to market technology, textbooks, learning resources and many other products,” said Susan Lambert, president of the BCTF. “It’s high time we had consistent and clear guidelines to protect the public interest.” After more than a decade of chronic underfunding, schools, parents, and teachers face mounting pressure to raise funds through private means to meet the needs of students across the province. Delegates therefore voted to have the BCTF gather information on the extent of funding coming from corporate sponsorships and donations, Parent Advisory Committee fundraising, and teachers’ personal donations. “We believe it’s vitally important for British Columbians to understand the extent to which parents and teachers are subsidizing the public education system, and how hard individuals are working to bridge the gap between the needs in schools and the funding provided by government,” Lambert said. “Our study will document that.” In an emotional farewell, BCTF past-president Irene Lanzinger, now secretary-treasurer of the BC Federation of Labour, paid tribute to Susan Lambert. “Susan is motivated by her deep commitment to teachers and to public education,” Lanzinger said. “Her union activism is fundamentally grounded in her social justice activism. She works on building a better world through her work as a teacher and her work in the union.” And, Lanzinger added, “she’s a heck of a lot of fun. She knows how to laugh with others and at herself.” Joining table officers Jim Iker, Glen Hansman and Teri Mooring on the Executive Committee are members at large: David Komljenovic of Kamloops, Teresa Grandinetti of Coquitlam, Gail Chaddock-Costello of Langley, Paul Steer of Delta,  Mike Ball of Nanaimo, Joanna Larson of Prince Rupert and Janine Fraser of Boundary School District. -  30  - For more information, contact Nancy Knickerbocker, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell). Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8690,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, Number 6, May/June 2004 Teachers' tips: Managing a split classroom by Rob Taylor You’ve been handed a split classroom of two or more grades and feel overwhelmed. The first thing to do is realize that any classroom can be overwhelming if you let it. There are only so many hours in a day, and you have to survive to return the next day. The second thing to do is realize that you’ve probably been managing a split or even multigrade classrooms your whole career. There is no such thing as a homogeneous class. Let’s look at a hypothetical Grade 4/5 classroom. I’d begin with the IRPs because they are the legislated curriculum that we are required to cover. Download the relevant pages from each grade and subject from the ministry web site because you can then write all over them, cut them up or do whatever is necessary to make them work for you. Look for similarities in language and intent. For example, in both Grade 4 and 5 of the language arts outcomes is "to read, listen, and view for specific purposes." It doesn’t specify the content; just the process. Work toward dealing with as many common prescribed learning outcomes as you can, using materials that cover the PLO for both grades. Language arts is the easiest example, and I can already hear you saying, "Ah, but what about math?" Again, look for similarities. Most units have some outcomes that can be taught at the same time to different grades. Do those first, giving each group work from their respective textbook or resource, and when you have exhausted those outcomes, only then do you have them work on different concepts. A math lesson might start with Grade 4 doing a quick review quiz to test for understanding while the other group you introduce to a new concept. Once Grade 5 is set to a task, spend time with Grade 4 going over the quiz and introducing the next concept. The next day, reverse the order. Students need to be taught to respect one another’s teacher time, not interrupt a lesson, and use one another as expert helpers. Encourage students to use the "three then me" rule. If they don’t understand something or didn’t hear all the directions, they have to ask three other students and then you. That way you can easily tell if there is a general lack of understanding that needs attention. Expectations for work, work habits, and behaviour are not the same from grade to grade, so if you are teaching a new grade, seek input from colleagues regarding what to look for. The B.C. Performance Standards are also kept close at hand because they do furnish excellent rubrics for marking work. Teaching the splits is different and no easy task, but the wide range of student abilities is really no different from any other classroom. Keep that in mind. Remember that your main focus is teaching students, not grades or outcomes, and it soon becomes a piece of cake. (And, no, you don’t have to split that with anyone.) Rob Taylor teaches Grade 4, his third single-grade room in 20 years, Nesika Elementary School, Williams Lake. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=20202,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 3, November/December 2009  School–Community partnerships By Denise Buote Strenthening the web of support for children and youth now and in the future Over the years the role of the school has changed dramatically as we are now called upon to address not only the academic needs of children and youth, but also the mental and physical well-being of youth. In BC, much work has been done in this regard. For example, along with the state of Illinois, BC has been a leader in addressing the social-emotional side of learning through the implementation of the social responsibility framework. In the area of physical well-being, efforts to move toward healthy food choices and increased physical activity in our schools have demonstrated the importance that we place on encouraging healthy living. But schools are not in a position to meet the needs of children and youth without the support of other organizations. Educators are already stretched to the limit in terms of their time as they work within their diverse classrooms of students. Furthermore, it is not possible for teachers to have the skills and expertise to educate students about a wide range of issues in our increasingly complex world. In working toward providing students with additional education and services from outside the school comes a tremendous opportunity to strengthen the web of support that young people can draw upon to facilitate their positive development. Growing awareness of the benefits of school-community partnerships is rapidly emerging throughout North America as we realize that everyone has a stake in positive youth development. With the increased recognition that schools are feeling tremendous pressure, stakeholders have encouraged schools and community organizations to work in partnership in order to more effectively meet the needs of students and their families (Anderson-Butcher, 2004). I would like to very briefly highlight three such school-community partnerships that work to offer prevention/intervention programs throughout BC. These three programs are ones in which I have been involved as an external evaluator and through this role have learned of the great benefit these programs have on participants. The Violence Is Preventable (VIP) program, developed by the British Columbia/Yukon Society of Transition Houses (BCYSTH), is a school-based program in which trained Children Who Witness Abuse (CWWA) counsellors work with schools to offer universal domestic violence prevention education to both students and educators. These CWWA counsellors also run psycho-educational intervention groups in schools for children and youth who have been exposed to domestic violence. Eighty-five percent of educators who participated in the evaluation of the program, indicated that as a result of the VIP training, they feel more able to recognize and support children exposed to domestic violence. Youth who participated in the universal education awareness presentations reported high levels of learning about what domestic violence looks like, the negative impact, and where to go for help should they or someone they know need supports or services. The Respectful Relationships (R+R) program, developed by SWOVA Community Development and Research Society (Saltspring Women Opposed to Violence and Abuse), is a comprehensive anti-violence program for students in Grades 7–11. Each of the four modules, which build upon one another, consist of 12 sessions that are delivered to students by a trained community-based facilitation team. Through a dynamic interactive style, youth explore a number of issues such as bullying, media influence, harassment, homophobia, and racism. This past school year, seven school districts had schools involved in the program. Provincial findings demonstrated statistically significant positive growth from pre- to post-program in several areas related to social responsibility, for example, civic mindedness, social consciousness, empathy, and non-violent conflict resolution. The British Columbia Cancer Agency (BCCA) Prevention Programs uses a grassroots community-based approach to promote and educate about cancer prevention. With 20 Cancer Prevention Co-ordinators (CPCs) working in communities throughout the province, they educate children, youth, and adults on the five main cancer risk factors and the fact that more than 50% of cancers are preventable. This approach, unique to North America, centres on CPCs being responsive to the needs of communities and adapting the way they provide this education. Preliminary findings from surveys with secondary school students indicate that there exists a tremendous need for education around cancer prevention among young people. Feedback from adult participants at health fairs demonstrates the value that people find in having clear knowledge and directions that they can follow in their proactive efforts to keep healthy in a society where there is a significant prevalence of cancer. With these school-community partnerships, comes not only a learning opportunity for our students but also for educators who in turn add their knowledge base. When community organizations work together, the foundation is strengthened for everyone. In the end, if we can augment the work being done by schools through partnering with community agencies, we can better equip our children and youth with effective tools and skills that can be used throughout their life. In the end, we will give them a chance to experience overall higher levels of mental and physical well-being—two critical factors for a life well-lived. Denise Buote is an educational and clinical consultant, Vancouver. dbuote@arboreducational.com Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141008,thetyee.ca,http://thetyee.ca/Opinion/2014/05/24/Steering-BC-Teachers/,Who Is the Man Steering the Fortunes of BC Teachers? | The Tyee About Advertise Follow Support RSS Topic Aboriginal Affairs BC Election 2013 BC Politics Education Energy Environment Federal Politics Film Food Gender + Sexuality Health Housing Labour + Industry Local Economy Media Municipal Politics Music Photo Essays Podcasts Politics Rights + Justice Science + Tech Transportation Travel Urban Planning + Architecture News Culture Opinion National MediaCheck Solutions Join Craving crack civic election coverage? Help fund it... Opinion Who Is the Man Steering the Fortunes of BC Teachers? Government negotiator Peter Cameron's history on both sides of the bargaining table. By Rod Mickleburgh, 24 May 2014, TheTyee.ca   Tweet Once a militant negotiator representing mining and health care workers, Peter Cameron now goes head-to-head with teachers on behalf of the B.C. Public School Employers' Association. Photo by David P. Ball. Teachers, Employer Dispute 'Lockout' Terms Employer limits after-hours activity, punishes strikers with 10 per cent pay cut. BC's Teachers Begin Strikes Monday Escalation to rotating pickets rebuffs province's 'not fair' offer. Updated: Everything You Need to Know about BC Teacher Bargaining Past agreements may hint at where current talks are headed. With latest job action developments. Read more: Education, Labour + Industry, With the teachers' dispute predictably heating up, I thought it might be fun to take a look at the veteran labour relations practitioner at the head of the government's bargaining table -- someone I once knew well. The last time I saw Peter Cameron was in 2002, when I ran into him at the Vogue Theatre, before a speech by Naomi Klein. But in the old days, when there were labour reporters, I may have talked to him as often as any trade union leader in B.C. Back then, Cameron was in the forefront of the dramatic expansion of the Canadian Association of Industrial, Mechanical and Allied Workers (CAIMAW), a militant, independent Canadian union that made big inroads into the B.C. mining industry during the 1970s and 1980s. They did this by raiding bargaining units belonging to the United Steelworkers of America, taking advantage of the fact that many workers didn't like what they considered poor representation by the Steelworkers. (The workers weren't fans of the union's Pittsburgh headquarters, either). Militant 'house of labour' roots Cameron was CAIMAW's chief mining negotiator, spearheading several long, difficult strikes and achieving real gains for union members. Tough and exceedingly smart, he cared deeply about improving the lot of workers, a commitment forged early on when, in defiance of his bourgeois background, Cameron joined the ultra-left Progressive Workers' Party and took a job at the Phillips Cable plant in Vancouver. The PWP, which inevitably fell apart, was headed by the legendary Jack Scott, once labelled by a national magazine as "the most radical man in Canada." Cameron was not a worker in the normal sense. He was more of an intellectual who threw in his lot with the working class during the highly-charged politics of the '60s. But his undoubted intelligence and commitment attracted the admiration of Paul Weiler, the brilliant first chairman of the new B.C. Labour Relations Board, which became a labour relations beacon across North America during the mid-'70s for its groundbreaking decisions under the NDP's progressive new labour code. Unable to afford lawyers, CAIMAW often used Cameron to argue its cases before the LRB. Weiler was impressed by the young union representative's grasp of labour law and his ability to hold his own against high-priced legal help on the other side. Cameron also thought highly of Weiler, who became a bit of a mentor. Much to the fury of the international unions and others within the so-called "house of labour," Weiler engineered Cameron's four-year appointment to the LRB as one of its union panelists. However, none of that stopped Cameron from later provoking an angry scene at the LRB, after then board chairman Stephen Kelleher rejected CAIMAW's application for a representation vote against the Steelworkers at the large Cominco smelter in Trail. (Incidentally, the head of the Steelworkers' Trail local at the time was a young Ken Georgetti, who parlayed fending off CAIMAW into a rise in the ranks to president of the B.C. Federation of Labour and then to the Canadian Labour Congress, where he presided for 15 years until his recent, surprising defeat.) The normally even-tempered Cameron was apoplectic over the decision. A number of CAIMAW types subsequently occupied Kelleher's office, which, given the quasi-judicial nature of the LRB, was not a cool thing to do. Cameron eventually apologized. 'Sedate' second act Not long afterwards, however, he had a bitter falling-out with the union that had given him a home for 15 years. He left CAIMAW (now part of Unifor) and shifted to the much milder Health Sciences Association, eventually becoming the HSA's executive director in 1990. In 1991, the Google gods inform me, he was invited by the Democrat Socialists of America to give a speech in Oakland about the virtues of Canada's health care system. But the switch from CAIMAW militancy to the quasi-professional HSA seemed to spur a change in Cameron's comfort level, away from confrontation on behalf of workers to a more sedate labour climate. In 1992, he was appointed assistant deputy health minister by the NDP, winding up on the employer's side of the bargaining table for the first time. He liked it. Perhaps appreciative of the bigger bucks (though he has never seemed to be in it for the money) and being allowed to operate in a rarefied atmosphere without being accountable to a pesky rank and file, Cameron never returned to the union side of negotiations, although he has on occasion acted as a neutral. Turning the tables His high-water mark came quickly, when he helped broker a so-called "social contract" with B.C. health care workers not long after his deputy minister appointment. The package provided a shorter work week, more say in decision-making and job guarantees in community health care settings for union members, in return for accepting a 10 per cent cut in hospital jobs. It was a win-win deal at its best. There's been nothing like that under the tight-fisted BC Liberals, but that has not appeared to bother Cameron. As a hired gun negotiator, he has bought into the mantra of government-imposed wage restrictions, never shy about reminding unions that any settlement, no matter how minuscule, must be within mandated guidelines handed down from the finance minister. In 2012, before taking on the province's modestly-paid social services workers, Cameron helpfully advised them that his mandate did not allow for any increase in global costs. Upping the ante During the current set of talks with the province's tenacious teachers' union, the former hard-nosed union negotiator has upped the ante. At one point, he made the ludicrous statement that meeting the teachers' demands would threaten B.C.'s credit rating. It was a cheap shot from a smart guy, who knows full well that the teachers' position at the table is a negotiating posture, and they would keel over in shock if the government suddenly agreed to it. As an aside, Cameron's claim also flew in the face of some wise words from his former mentor, Paul Weiler. In a long-forgotten public sector dispute, Weiler brushed aside government arguments that it had no money to fund whatever wage increase might have been appropriate. Weiler reasoned that money decisions by governments are political, not fiscal. Governments can always access sufficient money to fund what they choose to fund. If they need more, they can raise taxes or other fees, said Weiler. If they choose not to do so, that's a political decision, maybe even a good one. But it doesn't mean the government has no money or can't afford something. At any rate, Cameron, backed by the government, is playing hardball against the province's teachers, who have, until now, been playing softball. His professed outrage that the BC Teachers' Federation has not reduced its wage demands is mostly showboating by a skilled bargainer playing to his government masters, the media and the public. Cameron knows that any salary deal, if there is one, will have little to do with what the teachers are asking, but will depend on when teachers feel the government has offered a package they can accept. A decision by the BCTF to cut their demands by even 50 per cent, say, wouldn't bring the parties that much closer to a settlement, since they would still be outside the government's arbitrary wage limits. In fact, it's a charade at best to suggest that any real negotiations can take place over wages, given the government's guidelines in the sand. Besides, the main issue is class size and composition, not salaries. Hardball tactics Far worse was last week's threat to cut teachers' wages by five per cent, should they maintain their barely-noticeable job action, and by 10 per cent, should they move to stage two involving rotating strikes, which the BCTF announced Tuesday is exactly what they plan to do. That's the sort of employer tactic that would have driven Cameron ballistic in the days when he was on the side of the workers. Whatever the legality of the threat, it is quite a disproportionate response to teachers who have continued to fulfill their classroom teaching duties every day, compile report cards and involve themselves in after-school and extra-curricular student activities. Cameron's overkill was almost certainly designed not to pressure teachers -- which is hard to do -- but to provoke them: a far easier task. So now we have a scenario the government may have wanted all along -- escalating job action by the province's teachers, which could pave the way for another contract imposed by legislation. At the same time, every day the teachers are out saves the government a bucket full of money. Nice work if you can get it Of course, the government has every right to flex its confrontational muscle and hire a capable guy to represent them in bargaining against a difficult union -- particularly someone who long ago abandoned his advocacy for workers. They just shouldn't pretend they're the nice, reasonable guys in this troublesome dispute. Mind you, that kind of positioning is hardly new. It's the age-old dance for public opinion, with both sides doing the "we care about students" tango. In the meantime, it's hard to imagine a better gig for Peter Cameron: a good per-diem; no messing around against mean mining companies; able to put the boots to his opponents on the other side of the table, while acting on behalf of an employer who holds almost all the cards; able to set wage limits the union cannot go beyond, with the power to legislate, if necessary; all the while serene in the belief he's the smartest negotiator in the room. It's a tough job, but somebody has to do it. Read more: Education, Labour + Industry, Rod Mickleburgh was a journalist at the Globe and Mail for 22 years, until leaving the paper last year. He is currently freelancing and writing a blog where this article first appeared. Before joining the Globe he was a labour reporter for 16 years, in the days when there were full-time labour reporters in B.C.   Tweet What have we missed? What do you think? We want to know. Comment below. Keep in mind: Do: Verify facts, debunk rumours Add context and background Spot typos and logical fallacies Highlight reporting blind spots Ignore trolls Treat all with respect and curiosity Connect with each other Do not: Use sexist, classist, racist or homophobic language Libel or defame Bully or troll Troll patrol. Instead, flag suspect activity. Please enable JavaScript to view the comments powered by Disqus. comments powered by Disqus LNG a chance, not a windfall, says BC throne speech Postmedia could soon own almost every English newspaper in Canada. What could possibly go wrong? VIEW: Voting for your principles is 'strategic voting' Petition opposes BC's 'potential muzzling' of non-profits More troubles for BC's big LNG plans Tirade at Tyee by immigration minister's top aide analyzed tweet by tweet Government slow to respond to FOIs? No need to tell Bob Mackin Converting ferries to LNG will save money, reduce fares: CEO See more » Tyee Video Picks Submitted by Tyee staff, Today Last chance to see 'The Vancouver Asahi' baseball story at VIFF. Where do these videos come from? From you. Suggest one here! Most Popular Can 'Cuisine' Make a Better School Lunch? What I Saw with a German Tour of the Oilsands Don't Give Postmedia More Local Monopolies How Much Do You Trust Canada's Wireless Giants? First Nations 'Front and Centre Now': Pierre Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign For Kids, the Meal Is the Message Christy Clark's No Pro at LNG Poker Understanding Harper's Evangelical Mission BC Filmmaking Duo Passes the Acid Test Most Emailed Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign For Kids, the Meal Is the Message Understanding Harper's Evangelical Mission Who'd Be a School Trustee in 2014? Why New Euro-Canada Treaty Is a Gift to Oil Firms BC Filmmaking Duo Passes the Acid Test We Must Heed Naomi Klein's Call China Deal Trumps Province, First Nations on Energy Projects: Treaty Expert Fired Researcher Who Killed Self Was Evaluating Drug Backed by Clark Climate Warriors Must Forge Stronger Alliances, Now Reported Elsewhere Postmedia could soon own almost every English newspaper in Canada (via DeSmog) Petronas CEO warns of 15-year delay to BC LNG project (via G&M) BC government apologizes for firing worker who later killed himself (via the Victoria Times-Colonist) From Tibet to Taiwan, China's outer regions watch Hong Kong protests intently (via the New York Times) It's a shame Jean-Claude Duvalier died a free man, says ex-UN prosecutor (via CBC News) Vancouver's cabbies take aim at Uber (via The Province) Keurig's coffee supremacy challenged by Canadian firm (via Yahoo! News) North and South Korea 'agree to talks' (via BBC News) See more » Your BC: The Tyee's Photo Pool Join The Tyee's Flickr group » View previous selections » Most Commented What I Saw with a German Tour of the Oil Sands (132 comments) Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign (76 comments) 'The Environment Is the Economy': MP Weston (106 comments) Fired Researcher Who Killed Self Was Evaluating Drug Backed by Clark (57 comments) Climate Warriors Must Forge Stronger Alliances, Now (53 comments) ISIS Threat: Let's Refuse to be Scared (79 comments) We Must Heed Naomi Klein's Call (309 comments) Christy Clark's No Pro at LNG Poker (38 comments) Six Steps to Protect Canadians from Flaws in China Trade Deal (128 comments) How Labour Unions Make Us Healthier (31 comments) About The Tyee National Pool Contributors Advertise Contact Funding Jobs Master Classes Privacy Policy Submissions Support The Tyee News Culture Opinion National Mediacheck Solutions Video Publications Tyee News Weekly Archives The Hook Other BC Blogs Reported Elsewhere Steve Burgess Murray Dobbin Michael Geist Crawford Kilian Rafe Mair Andrew Nikiforuk Shannon Rupp Bill Tieleman Dorothy Woodend Follow The Tyee Subscribe by email Subscribe by RSS Tyee Mobile App Managed Hosting by Gossamer Threads × Share article via email Send this article to: Your email address: Your message: Would you like to receive The Tyee's headlines free by email? Yes, every day. Yes, once a week. I already subscribe. No, thanks. Submit Show form again » Close)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12818,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2000 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 12, Number 6, April 2000 Gaining full bargaining rights by Ken Novakowski It happened in 1987. B.C. teachers gained full collective bargaining rights. And the grantor was a most unlikely politician—Social Credit Premier Bill Vander Zalm. The struggle for full collective bargaining rights by B.C. teachers was a long and arduous one, marked by large mobilizations of members in “expanded scope” campaigns, by legal and political actions like the Charter challenge and by momentous and even tumultuous events like the “Solidarity” strike of 1983. In 1987, we were the only sizable group of organized employees in B.C. and the only teacher body in the country that did not enjoy the statutory requirement that their employers bargain all terms and conditions of employment with them. And we did not possess, even with our limited scope, the right to strike. All that changed in 1987, a watershed year in the history of the BCTF. On April 1 of that year, the government announced two major pieces of legislation—Bills 19 and 20. Bill 19 was a piece of legislation that restricted existing rights for trade unions while at the same time including teachers as employees entitled to those rights. Principals and vice-principals were removed from the teacher bargaining unit with a clear “management role” defined for them. Bill 20 created a College of Teachers that was intended to certify teachers and also to represent the professional interest of teachers. Coupled with the removal of statutory membership of all public school teachers in the BCTF, this initiative was viewed as a government attempt to split the loyalty of teachers, creating a union “BCTF” and a professional organization “College of Teachers.” The labour movement was angry over Bill 19. And we were adamantly opposed to Bill 20. The BCTF response was swift and united. Four weeks after the legislation was tabled, on April 28, after a province-wide vote, teachers in every local walked off the job and shut down every school in the province to protest the government legislation. Rallies were held in a number of communities while thousands of teachers jammed into the Agridome in Vancouver to hear their president, Elsie McMurphy, square off against the Vander Zalm government for its attack on the BCTF. A month later on June 1, teachers joined the rest of the labour movement in a one-day general strike to protest Bills 19 and 20. When the dust settled and the legislation was turned into law, the BCTF faced a number of challenges. First, the legislation provided teacher locals with the option of choosing to be an “association” with limited scope and binding arbitration for resolving disputes or a “union” with full scope and the right to strike/ lockout. As well, with the removal of statutory membership, we were faced with having to voluntarily sign up teachers into the local and the BCTF. And the new College of Teachers loomed as a potential rival for the loyalty of teachers. In the most significant mobilization of BCTF resources toward a single objective, the BCTF organized and co-ordinated its 76 locals to sign up teachers into the BCTF and to opt for, in every local, the “union” model for bargaining. Teachers signed up into the BCTF in the range of 98%. The campaign was successful beyond belief. And when elections for the College of Teachers were held, BCTF-endorsed candidates won all 15 of the elected spots on the 20 person board. Teachers were in charge of the college, and ensured that its mandate would remain limited to the certification, recertification, and decertification of teachers and that the realm of professional development would remain within the purview of the BCTF. Faced with an outside threat to the profession and their organization, teachers reshaped and reformed their “union of professionals” into a new organization that would continue to represent all of the economic, social, and professional interests of teachers. As well, the public profile of the BCTF and its president, Elsie McMurphy, were raised to new heights through the campaign of opposition and mobilization. And we further strengthened our relationship with the labour movement through participation in the general strike. We then turned our minds to preparing for our first effort at full collective bargaining with the right to strike. What emerged was a system of co-ordinated local bargaining. Locals were the bargaining unit charged with the responsibility of negotiating a collective agreement with their school board. The BCTF developed the Collective Bargaining Handbook, with model clause language on every conceivable provision that teachers might wish to negotiate. Local bargaining teams were trained by the BCTF and supported by staff assigned to work with locals. Additional staff were hired to assist and new policies and procedures were put in place to support the new bargaining regime, including strike pay and assistance. The first round of full collective bargaining for teachers in 1988 continued to mobilize the excitement and energy of teachers that was generated in the sign-up certification campaign the year before. On November 28, 1988, Kitimat teachers began a 10-day strike before successfully concluding an agreement. Eleven other locals struck in the first round and others mobilized to achieve their objectives that became identified in the slogan “WHY NOT HERE?”. The important aspect of the experience of co-ordinated local bargaining was not that we did well—we did. What was so very important about local bargaining was the high degree of democracy and member participation in decisions and the process of achieving local collective agreements. As a Federation officer in the first two rounds of local bargaining, I well remember my visits to locals and the high percentage of members who attended meetings, took part in activities, and supported their bargaining teams in their efforts to achieve improvements in teacher salaries, working conditions, and professional rights. The stories of local bargaining in the three rounds before provincial bargaining was imposed in 1994 constitute an exciting and dramatic period in the history of the BCTF. I can see a series of articles shaping up on the history of collective bargaining for next year’s Teacher Newsmagazine. Ken Novakowski is the BCTF’s executive director. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=24158,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > October 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 2, October 2011   Local bargaining is not a new creation Kamloops-North Thompson  By David Komljenovic  History teaches everything including the future – Lamartine The shift to provincial bargaining in 1994 is a problem for addressing issues at local tables. While many matters remain that needed local solutions, the focus on the provincial table had dampened interest and capability in doing this. Despite this, the local and board in the Kamloops–Thompson district have had some success in using varying aspects of local bargaining to achieve agreement on a number of items. Over the past 16 years, through the terms of seven presidents, we have achieved agreement on everything from partial medical leaves, general leaves, post-and-fill and job sharing language to an evaluation procedure for TTOCs. While these methods have achieved some success, it should be noted that they have resulted in a complicated procedure. This begged a provincial response to the lack of a coherent local bargaining process that we are now engaged in implementing. Four methods that were used to achieve agreement on outstanding matters included the following: local bargaining pursuant to Appendix 2 (local items) of Letter of Understanding No. 1 mid-contract modification process with approval from BCTF and BCPSEA grievance process local agreements on matters in Appendix 1 (provincial items) of Letter of Understanding No. 1. Here is a review of various past agreements that were reached after local bargaining ended in 1994 and before an increased activity of bargaining local agreements in 2004. 1. Term Certain/Temporary Appointments—1994  Subsequent to negotiating a clause that would convert teachers to continuing term certain appointments with full recall rights based on seniority, the local union raised a grievance around the interpretation of this language. This new language was inconsistent with another newly negotiated clause in the contract that gave a TTOC who served in a position for two continuous months a temporary contract. A temporary contract does not have the same recognition as a continuing contract. After months of grievance meetings, the parties came to an agreement that resulted in a Letter of Understanding. The parties agreed that the TTOCs who completed two months of continuous service in one position would be granted a retroactive continuing term certain contract for that position and be given recall status. Further, that position would be posted automatically. 2. Amalgamation: Red Circling Rights for North Thompson Teachers—1997  After the provincial government amalgamated the Kamloops School Board and the North Thompson School Board, the local unions met to discuss merging rights for teachers in the North Thompson into the Kamloops collective agreement. Agreement was reached in 1997 between the parties, which saw North Thompson teachers included in the Kamloops collective agreement and retain superior rights around salary, paid discretionary leave, funding for individual professional development, isolation and department allowances, and elementary preparation time. It also provided a process for merging seniority of North Thompson teachers into the entire seniority list. 3. Part-time Teacher Employment Rights—Elimination of Hiring Bands  The collective agreement divided teachers into three hiring bands depending on their full-time equivalent (FTE) status. Teachers who were less than half-time, between half-time and full-time, and full-time accumulated seniority in each or more than one band depending on whether they held a position in that band. The problem was that it created artificial lines and when teachers were recalled to a position, it was based not only on their seniority and qualifications but also their hiring band. The parties met to resolve this matter as it was of mutual interest. In 2004, the parties reached an agreement and the matter was taken to the KTTA AGM for approval of the membership. The local agreement came into force, although BCTF and BCPSEA did not give formal approval. The last agreement noted was of great significance as it demonstrated a formal local bargaining approach to what existed in Appendix 1 of Letter of Understanding No. 1 (provincial items) that eventually was implemented into the collective agreement through the MCM process. The legal effect of the agreement was that both parties agreed to a practice in writing that was contrary to the collective agreement and, despite BCPSEA’s objections, estopped both parties from varying the practice until the next round of bargaining. In 2006–07, the parties engaged in bargaining of “local” items in LOU #1: “Split of Issues” resulted in negotiated provisions around unpaid leaves, personnel file, district professional development committee, joint labour liaison committee, and staff meetings. The process of mid-contract modifications in 2009 resulted in more negotiated provisions around job sharing, post-and-fill around unpaid leaves, and elimination of bands (enshrining the local agreement into the collective agreement). More recently, the local has altered the collective agreement in a number of other areas including evaluation of TTOCs, elementary preparation time, and union raising items at public board meetings through methods other than formal bargaining. Here are some of the more significant provisions negotiated for the membership: • Teacher Teaching on Call Evaluation Process  A TTOC was investigated for neglecting her/his professional duties. After investigating the complaint, the district noted that the TTOC did not neglect her/his professional duties but that there were “significant concerns about… performance as a teacher and the quality of instruction.” A letter of direction was issued to the TTOC. The KTTA filed a grievance citing the evaluation clause that states: “Formal reports resulting from such evaluation of the learning situation under a teacher’s charge shall be provided…for teachers for whom there are significant concerns about their ability to establish a satisfactory learning environment.” The grievance noted that the proper action to take when there are significant concerns is to conduct a formal evaluation of the TTOC. The board attempted to dispute the grievance but was unable to when its own handbook given to TTOCs noted that the evaluations or a TTOC are conducted in accordance with the article regarding teacher evaluations. The board wrote the TTOC a letter noting that it would be conducting an evaluation upon successfully negotiating an agreement with the KTTA. The KTTA tabled language first and used the existing structure for evaluations of classroom teachers with some changes specific to TTOCs. Further, there were greater protections for TTOCs as considerations had to be made for length of the assignment, the classroom composition, and environment, etc. • Union presentations at public board meetings  The KTTA, along with any member of the public, had been able to speak at public board meetings since the 1970s. Gradually, the abilty to publically comment on board decisions started to erode. In 2004, the local was barred from speaking at public board meetings because the presidents of the respective K–12 unions had criticized the board for giving raises to senior administration at a time when their members were facing layoffs and schools were closing. They had launched a campaign including a membership wide non-confidence vote in the board (whereby 93% of members voted in favour). These measures were unsuccessful. In 2006–07, the local tabled language that would grant the right to speak at public board meetings, noting that it was a constitutional right. The negotiations were unsuccessful so a grievance was filed citing a violation of the Charter of Rights and Freedoms. The arbitration was scheduled for October 2008, a month prior to elections for board trustees. In the time preceding the arbitration, the news had taken an interest in the item and the board was portrayed in a poor light—permitting other groups to speak at board meetings but not the union representatives. The perfect storm was developing for the board. At the outset of the arbitration process, the parties agreed to a settlement that permitted the union representatives to speak at public board meetings under the agenda item for public presentations. • Elementary preparation time  An arbitration decision around the provision of preparation time to elementary teachers gave two interpretations to local language. Ninety minutes of prep time had to be provided per week for elementary teachers, but the arbitrator had given the board a choice in how that time was given. Because the word “week” was undefined, the board could give teachers 90 minutes every calendar week (Monday to Friday) or every instructional week (Day 1 to Day 5). The board chose the latter resulting in a scheduling nightmare for elementary schools. Through a bargaining survey, the elementary teachers identified this as one of their primary issues. The local approached the board through the Joint Labour Liaison Committee and requested that a subcommittee be struck to investigate methods to change the schedule of elementary schools back to calendar weeks. There was agreement to do this. The local bargaining team created and distributed a survey to elementary teachers about their preference for scheduling and receipt of prep time. About 80% of elementary teachers returned the surveys and the results demonstrated that teachers wanted to go back to a calendar week schedule with preparation time scheduled within that time. The bargaining reps went to the subcommittee meeting and noted an interest to negotiate an agreement around this issue. The subcommittee was disbanded and the parties created a side table to negotiate a settlement to this matter. Attendance at executive and general meetings grew as teachers were engaged in the outcome of this matter. However, there were competing interests in how preparation time was scheduled as a change to a calendar week could affect programs for teachers who teach during the “prep” blocks. Disagreements about how the matter should be resolved resulted in a vote at a general meeting that ultimately gave the authority to the bargaining team to negotiate a settlement that would return elementary schools to the calendar week. The matter was sent to the membership for a vote and the members voted 85% in favour of the deal (over 80% for elementary teachers alone). The key was an overwhelming number of teachers voted and an overwhelming number of teachers voted in favour of the settlement. There are numerous matters that were negotiated through the methods described at the beginning of this article. The key is that local bargaining is not a new creation and boards and locals have been negotiating on a variety of matters since the inception of provincial bargaining. The goal that exists now is to formalize what has been occurring for the last 18 years into one round of local bargaining. David Komljenovic, BCTF member-at-large and former KTTA president    Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13056,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 1998 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 11, Number 1, September 1998 Social justice: A new approach to social issues for the BCTF by Rick Turner One of the most controversial recommendations considered at the 1998 Annual General Meeting concerned the creation of an integrated social justice program at the BCTF. The vote was extremely close, it was carried by a margin of only ten votes, and revealed, apart from the contentiousness of the issue, the high level of interest and concern BCTF members have for social issues. The Federation has a significant challenge now to preserve the accomplishments of the Status of Women Program and the Program Against Racism as well as the work of the Committee on the Rights of Children, all of which will end in June 1999. The goals of those programs remain an important part of the integrated social justice model. Concerns about gender equity, racism, and childrens’ rights issues have not gone away, and for that reason the workshops, resources, and local initiatives relating to those issues will be part of the Social Justice Program. The second challenge of the integrated program will be to find ways to effectively address the issues to which we have been unable to devote significant resources: poverty, violence, homophobia, and heterosexism. The Representative Assembly has approved a budget for the Social Justice Program that will include a fall conference and training and zonal meetings for social justice contacts from locals. The primary goal of the conference and zonal meetings will be to develop ideas and actions to address social issues that locals can focus on and the Federation can support through provincial initiatives. The conference will establish a network of social justice activist teachers who will have a range of interests and concerns and committed to progressive social change that will build more equitable, socially secure and be safe, co-operative and sustainable communities. An important feature of the new Social Justice Program will be a substantial local grant fund, almost $200,000 for 199899. The fund will encourage locals to develop local social justice projects on issues identified by teachers in the communities in which they work. The projects could be related to race and social diversity, gender equity and poverty, or they could be part of local community development initiatives that address these and other issues as aspects of poverty and economic dislocation. The new Social Justice Advisory Committee, which will replace the Status of Women Committee, the Committee Against Racism, and the Committee on the Rights of Children had its first meeting in June. At that meeting, the committee established priorities and terms of reference and set criteria for local grants. The co-chairpersons are Susan Croll previously on the Status of Women Committee and Sandy Dore from the Committee Against Racism. The committee established as a key priority working with locals to help develop local social justice initiatives. A workshop on working for social change and social justice in local communities will be available to locals as part of the Federation’s training program. Our primary goal is to develop a social justice program that connects provincial programs and local social justice projects to make the BCTF and its locals dynamic and effective participants in building equitable, non-discriminatory, sustainable, and safe communities—places where our children’s lives will be defined by social justice. Rick Turner is the BCTF Executive Committee representative to the Social Justice Advisory Committee. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13750,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 1998 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 10, Number 4, Jan./Feb. 1998 October PSA Day Social justice for public schools by Beata Hittrich You may not have heard of the B.C. Teachers for Peace and Global Education. We are a small provincial specialist association, here to help you. "Why me" you ask. Because you are a global educator. You work in every classroom and in every school in our province. You hardly have time to discuss your philosophy with colleagues, and rarely are you a visible leader in our educational system. Instead you are an ordinary teacher, and while you seldom discuss your values, your daily actions reflect a global perspective. You are always mindful of peace. Not just global peace, but peace within your school, in your classroom, and on your playground. You sponsor clubs and groups or peer counselling groups, where students help others solve conflict before it escalates. All teachers model peace keeping, and you refuse to turn a blind eye to potential conflict, just because students are not in your homeroom or class. You recognize and challenge the administrator who is unfair or the colleague who makes staffroom peace difficult. You try to practise democracy in your classroom. You know the fine line that teachers walk when it comes to classroom management, but you take the risk to nurture student ownership of the classroom society. This is no easy task in a system traditionally ruled from above. All children are entitled to a safe structure in which to grow, but you are heartened that the system is finally acknowledging student-centred learning and decision making. Your mentor was likely a global educator, someone who respected your needs and wishes, while still guiding you as a learner. You see all humans as just another part of the natural environment. You think about decisions carefully, because you truly believe that all life is affected by individual and collective human decisions. You are conscious of the consequences of human actions. You understand that the present distribution of wealth on our planet denies much of humanity and many species access to needed resources. In Canada, you are often part of the global minority that controls the vast majority of the world's resources, but you realize that you are free to work for the equitable social and economic rights of all. Whether you teach Kindergarten or a secondary-school economics course, each time you design a unit or plan a lesson, you take the global perspective. You do it every day! Thank you. The B.C. Teachers for Peace and Global Education can provide resource ideas as well as a support network of hundreds of other educators just like you. This October PSA day, PAGE sponsored its annual conference-retreat at Camp Squamish. Beata Hittrich teaches at Johnston Heights Secondary School, Surrey. Hot issues in social justice by Judy Brayden Carol Hemrich, a teacher-librarian from Vancouver, smiles knowingly when I describe us both as "mature teachers, who are in the middle of our careers." We exchange confirming glances. Yes, we have developed considerable skill, experience, and confidence, but we both know that classrooms of the '90s bear little resemblance to those of the early '70s, when we began teaching. We had no concept then about abuse of any kind, let alone gay bashing. Even child abuse was something that happened somewhere else and must have been perpetrated by people who could not possibly live in our communities. Anne Marie Khouri, a regional youth co-ordinator for the Ministry of the Attorney General, is a university student pursuing her bachelor's degree in English and political science and looking at a career in law. She is forced to deal daily with issues of homophobia. What do we all have in common? We are attending the two-day conference retreat, "Hot Issues in Social Justice," sponsored by B.C. Teachers for Peace and Global Education (PAGE), at Camp Squamish. The peaceful setting, remote enough and yet not too far from the city, makes it easier for all three of us to tackle these hot issues. Here, the pain seems realistic but not overly burdensome, not overwhelming. We have just spent two hours discussing some of the problems facing gay, lesbian, and bisexual students as they struggle for acceptance in their homes, schools, and communities. After the "Pride Speak" workshop, we all feel that we have learned a great deal. Carol and the I are clear about our responsibility to ensure that all students are safe in our classrooms and schools. We can "walk the talk." Khouri feels hopeful: "There are adults ready to support kids; teachers in elementary and secondary schools do care about kids." Carol and I look at each other. We silently marvel at our jobs--every year eight more things are heaped on our plates. We often feel burned out, ready to give up. What can we say? We still love teaching. We are not interested in hiding in our own classrooms. We know that the image of a lesson deliverer, standing in front of a classroom full of bored, white, heterosexual students is not real and that as difficult as teaching in the '90s can be, it is still a challenge with tremendous rewards. We can rely on each other and groups like PAGE to support us as we return to the job, daily grappling with the issues that modern life throws at us. We are there for the kids of this province. Judy Brayden is president of B.C. Teachers for Peace and Global Education. Weaving it together by Arlene McLaughlin The presentations of the B.C. Primary Teachers' conference, held in Victoria, certainly did weave it all together... practicality, philosophy, humour, comradeship, new and old strategies. The high level of conversation during the conference reflected the enthusiasm primary teachers bring to their annual conference. Teachers who have been coming for years commented: "This conference allows me to meet colleagues I have taught with over the years, to learn some new things, to keep informed on new trends, and to get a refresher on the tried and true practices for good teaching. I enjoy meeting and seeing the new teachers coming on board." Beginning teachers commented: "It is great to meet with new colleagues and learn with and from them. I have so many questions." The conference: "It rocked!" A registrant from Fort St. John: "This conference sets the tone for my year--the ideas, the enthusiasm, the conference." Over and over, teachers commented on the terrific organization and the quality of speakers. There were fewer but more in-depth sessions. This new program format was most favourably received by the registrants. The balance between the tried-and-true practice of the McCrackens (understanding how print works) or the "hands on--minds on" mathematics of Marcy Cook and the newer practices such as the blending of co-operative learning strategies and multiple intelligences, presented by Spencer Kagan, or building self-esteem and empowering children to succeed, by Dr. Arlene Kaiser, provided registrants with choices. Teachers in all stages of their career found what they were looking for. It is truly empowering to meet with hundreds of primary teachers who share your passion and excitement for teaching young children. The conference ended with the registrants, speakers, and guests singing and celebrating with educator/singer Charlotte Diamond. The energy in the room was evidence that the primary educators of our province love what they do and love to share and learn together. Arlene McLaughlin teaches at Ocean Grove Elementary School, Campbell River, and is newsletter editor of the B.C. Primary Teachers' Association. Salmon Arm English language teachers attend conference Tanya Kupkee On October 24, I was fortunate enough and organized enough to attend my first BCTELA (B.C. Teachers of English Language Arts) conference. My colleagues had raved about past conferences, coming back to work with creative teaching ideas, fun door prizes, and greatly revitalized spirits. I knew I had to experience some of whatever they were experiencing at the conferences. The theme of Shakespeare, as well as the wonderful selection of workshops available caught my eye. I finally chose a workshop entitled,Students with Shakespeare--A Consummation Devoutly Wished For. I knew I wanted some ideas on how to get students excited about studying Shakespeare instead of gasping and groaning in anticipated agony. I was not disappointed. The workshop provided many unique, applicable, and student-centred activities. I thought to myself, "This is what Shakespeare should be like in the classroom!" As I became inspired by the ideas, I took a moment to look around me, and I noticed something even more exciting. I realized that I was a part of this wonderful, enthusiastic, and hard-working group of people called English teachers. I had now experienced the phenomenon I had seen shining through my colleagues. I felt a great sense of pride, purpose, and revitalization in being a teacher. The BCTELA conference is by far the best professional development experience I have had to date, and I know that I will never miss another year. Stephen Holmes Attending the BCTELA workshop on Shakespeare awakened in me that fact that I am probably doing too much thinking for my students. I had fallen into the trap of supplying the "right" answer or the "correct" interpretation. I had been explaining too much to the students instead of engaging them in the literature and allowing them to draw out their own understandings. I have learned to let the richness and meaning of Shakespeare emerge as it was intended, to be savored and enjoyed as a dramatic experience. Students are capable of understanding the text with a relatively simple and direct presentation. After all, teaching students to think for themselves may be one of the best ways to prepare them for the ambiguity and change they will be facing after school. Karen Johanson It has been one of the great pleasures of my professional life as an English teacher to be able to attend the conferences of the BCTELA. I have always enjoyed myself and have come back to school with a myriad of new teaching strategies and ideas. The fact that the conferences are arranged and presented by my own hard-working colleagues never ceases to amaze me. This year's fall conference was no exception. It was a practical, resourceful experience, and a joyous one too. The friendly banter, the lunch, and the wonderful luncheon speaker were great fun. I have been to many BCTELA conferences over the years, and I always enjoy myself and come away with many new ideas. Submitted by Steve Naylor, Salmon Arm Secondary School, B.C. Teachers of English Language Arts. Conference '97--Citizenship by Bruce Kiloh Many colleagues have asked why it is important to register for the annual provincial conference on social studies and what workshops will be appropriate for them. I asked the same question 10 years ago of Gordon Smith and he said, "Teachers have fought for years to get one day, when all teachers of the same subject could meet, discuss, debate, share, participate, and laugh at issues affecting classroom teachers of the social studies. Be professional, act professional, and make use of the time that many retired teachers were unable to take advantage of back when they were teaching." His comments made sense then, and they make even more sense now. I have a professional duty to make every effort to attend and support those colleagues who fought for the right to have a Friday every October set aside for a PSA Pro-D Day. Second, I enjoy it. The many workshops, displays, and guest speakers have passed on a wealth of information to me. Workshops deal specifically with curriculum areas, teaching strategies, new resources, publishers books, and controversial or debatable teaching issues. But the main reason I come back each year is to meet with colleagues with whom I share a common bond in the teaching profession. This year's conference theme was citizenship, and Canada's Chief Electoral Officer Jean-Pierre Kingsley was the keynote speaker. He is the fifth chief electoral officer since the post was created in 1920, largely to put an end to political partisanship in the administration of the federal elections. He noted that Canada is playing a major role in the world's election processes, not to criticize and debate comparative election processes, but "observe and share the well-respected knowledge base that Canada has." His other comment that really struck me as a teacher of SS 11 was on the percentage of young Canadians between the ages of 18 and 25 who vote. Sadly it is only 50%. We must be doing something wrong as teachers of social studies. One of the most interesting workshops for me was the panel discussion on the recent assessment results for Grades 4, 7, and 10. The panel discussion by Wanda Cassidy (SFU), Derek Sturko (Ministry of Education), Rob Sandhu (BCSSTA) and our BCTF president, Kit Krieger, was a beauty! I am grateful to all the presenters. A truly valued colleague is one who shares. Next October, when you see the information describing the joint conference between the B.C. Social Studies Teachers? Association and the B.C. Teacher-Librarians? Association, think of Gordon Smith?s comment. See you in Richmond. Bruce Kiloh teaches at Riverside Secondary School, Coquitlam. Rich meeting ground for modern-language teachers by Deirdre Santesso Brenda Panton, who teaches French at Ballenas Secondary School, in Qualicum, was one of 500 teachers who attended this year's Modern Languages Conference, in Richmond, on October 24. It was Brenda's first BCATML conference, and I asked her why she had selected it from the wide PD menu. She said that after 10 years teaching at the elementary level, she felt the need to "network with secondary teachers and get some ideas." She said she found Robert Keiper's keynote address, "The Teacher as Actor," refreshing, inspiring, and entertaining, and she was delighted to have met teachers from all over the province. Josee Clermont, who teaches Grades 7 and 8 core French at Sentinel School in West Vancouver, was also attending for the first time. She had come with a need for materials for the master?s degree in linguistics she is pursuing at UBC. She also was making connections and getting to know people. At Fruitvale Elementary School, SD 20 (Kootenay Columbia), Bonnie Szekely, who has been teaching French for many years and regularly attends the conference, is now teaching Italian to Grade 3 students. This year, she attended the seminar by Dr. Giulia Colla, who is supporting Italian instruction in B.C. schools. Amarinder Gill, who teaches beginner and intermediate Punjabi at Cambie Secondary School in Richmond, was another first-time participant. Enthusiastic about both his courses and his students, he had found the generic workshops as well as the specialist session by Devinder Pawa, who helped establish the Punjabi provincial exam, very helpful. Tatiana Mersiadis, who teaches French 8 and 9 at McNicoll Junior Secondary School, in Penticton, picked up a whole year's worth of material to enhance her teaching. She was amazed at the quality of the workshops and delighted she had attended. The conference is both multicultural and multilingual, and it meets a multitude of needs. By the end of the first session, voices, faces, eyes, and hands are animated and participants energized. Throughout the conference, you could hear the many languages being taught in our schools. What a celebration of Canada's cultural and linguistic diversity, and what a rich meeting ground for B.C's language teachers! Once again teachers themselves had planned, organized, and orchestrated a rewarding PD experience for their colleagues. Deirdre Santesso is French co-ordinator, SD 20 Kootenay Columbia. Bringing the Web to students by Ray Tolman I look after the computer lab in our school and am constantly searching for ideas that can aid us in our teaching assignments. Our lab consists of 29 computers: 10 Macintosh LCs, 10 LC 475s, 6 LC575s, and 3 new Performa 6300s. Our Internet hookup consists of only one dial-up student station in the library--not workable or useful for the classroom teacher, especially within the constraints of a 45-minute period. I had always wanted to bring the Web to my students, but I was frustrated by our token hook up. After seeing John Goldsmith's session at the Horizons conference, the annual gathering of the Computer-Using Educators, I have become a devoted "WebWhacker." WebWhacker is a wonderful application for downloading complete "sites" from the Internet. The "databases" can then be used for off-line browsing. A free demonstration download is available at Blue Squirrel http://www. bluesquirrel.com/download.all.html It offers an offline browser course. You may want to take a look at it to become familiar with the product. WebWhacker 3 is very easy to use, and with the aid of Adobe PageMill, I have been cleaning up dead links and remaining hot connections to Web URLs. I have constructed databases in various subjects for a few teachers. The Nine Planets: http://www.seds.org/billa/tnp/ (5.7 Mb) Pirates: http://powerup.com.au/~glen/pirate.htm(1.1 Mb) http://www.ebs.hw.ac.uk/EDC/CAC/pirates/pirates.htm (1.3 Mb) Caen Model of Rome: http://www.unicaen.fr/rome/US/sommaire_a.shtml (1.5 Mb) Egypt--Pyramids: http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/pyramid/ (4 Mb) Amelia Earhart: http://www.tighar.org/Projects/AEdescr.html (414 K) Galileo: http://galileo.imss.firenze.it/museo/b/egalilg.html (1.1Mb) Backyard Astronomy: http://www.skypub.com/backyard/backyard.shtml (1.2 Mb) As far as the intranet goes, argh... Our school is blessed with AppleTalk. Some blessing! We are doing stand alones until further notice! AppleTalk is very slow when transferring graphic-intense pages to multiple computers at once. Netscape v1.12 and these databases will work slowly on an LC. The major drawback is hard-drive space. I have installed Netscape 2 on many of our blessed (LC 475 and up) computers along with the databases I have constructed. The pages load quickly and are easily accessed by students within the constraints of a period. Pictures are easily "screensnapped" using FlashIt 3.02 or "saved" as a GIF or JPEG. Convert the picture file, if necessary, to a PICT using Graphics Converter 3.02. This makes research on "The Net" very practical to those with a slow dial-up connection or no Web connection at all. Databases can be loaded into and removed from machines as required, depending on hard-drive space available. My ZIP drive is used for database storage and transfer. I do all of the downloading at home and borrow the school's ZIP drive from our good-natured secretary to do installations at school. I use SCSIProbe 4.3 to facilitate a "hot" connection of the ZIP drive. I do not have to restart the computer when I connect the ZIP drive using this method. I have had no problems to date doing this. Lucky me? Thank you, Horizons and John Goldsmith. Utilities mentioned above can be found at: http://alfin.mine.utsunomiya-u.ac.jp/ mawin/AllMacFiles.html Ray Tolman teaches at Tuc-el-Nuit Elementary School, Oliver. If any teachers want copies of the databases, just send me a ZIP disk--Mac: Ray Tolman, Tuc-el-Nuit Elementary School, Box 1440, Oliver, BC V0H 1T0, rtolman@cablelan.net Rural teachers' conference invaluable by Casey Mork I graduated from Malaspina University College in 1995 and received a temporary position at Quatsino Elementary School. Quatsino is an isolated community of about 75 people and accessible only by boat or plane. The community?s old, but large one-room school had only seven students that year. I taught Grades 1, 4, 5, 6, and 7. My next assignment was also a temporary position--a one-room school in Holberg, a logging community of about 100 people. I had eight students that term, and taught Kindergarten, and Grades 1, 3, 5, 6, and 7. I also taught my son, who was in Grade 1. I have many pleasant memories from those two teaching positions: for instance, taking my whole school (only four students were at school that day) in my car down to the bay to see a school of feeding porpoise. I also remember the interest parents take in their school (the centre of the community) and their children's education. At the Rural Teachers' Association conference, I was impressed with the quality of the seminars and the presenters. I was very interested in the conference, held at Malaspina University College, for the chance to experience new strategies and to visit the school from which I graduated. The quality of the conference was superb, ranging from small informal seminars, packed with strategies and hands-on activities, to gourmet dining. I have used many of the ideas presented at the conference including PE, math, drama, social studies, and language arts. We also received a handbook of lesson plans, complete and ready to use--invaluable to new and experienced teachers. It is hard for me to express how valuable the conferences are and how professionally they are presented. I will definitely be going to the next conference, and I hope to see you there. Casey Mork teaches at Robert Scott Elementary School, Port Hardy. by Marjorie Lenfesty I attended the Rural Teachers' Association of B.C. conference at Malaspina University College in Nanaimo. This was my first time attending any provincial specialist association conference. It will not be my last. The down-to-earth participants made me feel very welcome. Their rural experiences made me realize I was not alone. For instance, not all schools have gymnasiums. I felt at home at the conference. The caring for everyone was very apparent. The three sessions I chose were Bafa Bafa, Doing Drama, and CALC (Canadian Active Living Challenge). The first was social studies with a two-culture interaction game. I had played the game before but it was more meaningful this time because I teach in a small First Nations community. I would love to see the game played here. The focus of the second was narrative pantomime. I used it immediately with my class. More is planned for January. The third was PE. I am really excited about such a flexible program that revolves around the whole child. A special trip was arranged Friday night to Duncan. On the way, we stopped in Chemainus to see the wonderful murals on the buildings in town. It?s much easier to teach about places in B.C. when you've been there. Hope to see you at next year's conference. Margorie Lenfesty teaches at Moberly Lake Elementary School, Peace River district. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=14264,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 20, Number 2, October 2007 Overseas private schools investigated for "grade inflation" The Vancouver Sun reported October 1, 2007, that the BC government is in the process of investigating several overseas schools certified by BC for grade inflation. Education Minister Shirley Bond has stated she wants to ensure all students in the three Chinese schools in question meet the provincial standards required to earn the BC secondary school graduation certificate known as the Dogwood. The problem actually surfaced first in BC private schools, some of which were giving students passing grades in English 12 even though they were failing provincial exams. Those schools--Century High School, Kingston High School, Royal Canadian College, Pattison High School, and St. John’s International High School were warned they could be decertified if they did not quickly reduce the gap between the results. Now Education Minister Bond is focussing on an overseas school, which is directed by Jim Beeke, a former government inspector of BC independent schools, until he resigned in 2005 and joined Maple Leaf International Schools. – Murray Dobbin Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/thesa/articles.htm,THESA Website Articles These articles are representative of the past forty years of the THESA Journal and Newsletter and form an archive for the development of home economics education in British Columbia. (Note: All articles are in PDF format and require Adobe Acrobat to view.) Volume 1(1) Black, C. (1963). Heritage and Challenge, pp. 2-3. Manning, D. (1963). Teaching the Why and When as Well as the How and What, pp.4-12. Volume 2(1) Orr, Mildred (1964). Challenges and Opportunities, pp. 6-11. Volume 3(1) Schaffer, R.E. (1965). Beliefs of Home Economics Teachers in British Columbia Concerning Courses for Grade 12 Students, pp. 11-14. Schaffer, R.E. (1965). Home Economics for Boys, pp. 28-34. Rowles, E. (1965). Home Economics - A Basic Discipline, pp. 35-39. Volume 4(1) Lund, Eleanor (1966). A Generating Home Economics Curriculum is You. pp. 32-35. Volume 5(1) Salomon, R.E. (1967). Home economics Past, Present and Future, pp. 3-12. McAllister, I.L. (1967). Home economics - Today and Tomorrow, pp. 24-28. Volume 7(1) Arcus, M. (1969). Toward Effective Teaching of Family Relationships, pp. 25-28. Volume 8(1) Vaines, Eleanore (1970). Student teaching in home economics: a team approach. pp. 5-10. Volume 9(1) Simpson, E.R. (1971). Response to the challenge. pp. 1-9. Down, E. (1971). The Experienced Home Economics Teacher of the Seventies. pp. 52-55. Volume 11(1) Webster, D. (1973). The challenge of home economics, pp. 2-5. Volume 14(1) Irvine, J. (1976). History of home economics in British Columbia schools, 1896-1975. pp. 8-19. Volume 17(1) Dixon, B. (1979). Why a "family ecological" perspective in home economics? . pp. 43-45. Swanson, E.M. (1979). Home economics education in Canada in the elementary and secondary level, 1977. pp. 46-50. Volume 21(4) Parish-Connell, S. (1981). Teaching concerns of secondary home economics teachers in British Columbia. pp. 7-10. Volume 24(1) Picone, M (1983). Assessment of the need for co-ed clothing and textiles courses in British Columbia. pp. 6-9. Dodds, M. (1983) Choose your battles and plan to win. pp. 9-10. Volume 28(4) Submission to the Royal Commission on Education. pp. 20-27 (1988). Volume 30(3) THESA's response to year 2000 document, pp. 5-7 (1990). Volume 32(1) Smith, G. (1991) Home economics as a practical art: Preparing students for family life in a global society. pp. 13-15. Volume 33(4) DeZwart, M.L. (1993) Sewing and the Sustainable Society, p. 14. Kapusta, V. (1993) Thoughts from the Year 2000: Thomas haney centre pp. 15-16. Volume 34(1) Peterat & Fairbanks (1993) Whose knowledge is of most worth? 34(1), 14-15. Peterat & Fairbanks (1993) Whose knowledge is most worthwhile? 34(1), 16-18. Peterat & Fairbanks (1994). Boys will be boys? 34(3), 8-11. Peterat (1994) Being a woman teacher, 34(4), 10-12. Peterat & Fairbanks (1994) Gender and Racism, 34(4), 12-14.   © 2010 Teachers of Home Economics Specialist Association  )
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9412,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2006 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 19, Number 2, October 2006 Yours for the asking Hands on: An elementary school teachers’ manual Have you ever felt you didn't have the knowledge or the skills to do the kind of job in the classroom you knew you should be doing? Have you ever wished you had chosen another profession? Have you ever wanted to be a better teacher—maybe a great one? There is a new resource available that is practical, philosophical, and blunt, and it is guaranteed to help you become the best teacher you can be. Even better, it is not written by someone who left teaching because they were lousy at it. It is written by a teacher who has been praised by parents, professionals, and kids, and who has spent 37 years in schools. As a former student recently commented, "Mrs. Paul’s class was where I really learned things." Hands on will explain how to be a life-changing force in your classroom. Sample chapters include: Behaviour management, Working with parents, How not to be boring, and Why teachers quit plus there are detailed chapters on teaching language arts, math, science, and social studies. Although the curriculum references are specific to elementary schools, this manual will stimulate all teachers to improve their classroom practices. To order a copy, send a cheque for $23.99 ($19.99 + $4 S&H) payable to Margaret Paul, 509 St. Patrick Street, Victoria, BC V8S 4X4. Volunteer opportunity—Study buddy tutors Volunteer as a Study Buddy tutor and help a Little Sister reach or surpass her academic goals! Big Sisters of BC Lower Mainland (www.bigsisters.bc.ca) is currently seeking volunteers to participate in their Big Sisters Study Buddy Program for one hour a week for a minimum of six months. The Study Buddy Program offers Little Sisters (ages 7–17) the educational support and guidance they need by matching them in a one-to-one relationship with a volunteer tutor. The Little Sisters in this program have demonstrated a need for extra help with their schoolwork, and could benefit from the one-to-one tutoring assistance this program offers. With the support of a Big Sister Study Buddy, Little Sisters are encouraged and equipped to improve their educational performance and meet their academic goals, which contributes to their overall sense of self-esteem. If you are a woman who is 19 years of age or older, has a high school diploma, some post-secondary education (completed or in-progress), and some experience helping others learn, please contact Elske Hopcraft at 604-873-4525, ext. 301, e-mail studybuddy@bigsisters.bc.ca. Kids’ discovery workshops Kids’ discoveries at Vancouver Museum and Science World workshops parallel, or even exceed, real-world sustainability science. Picture this: wacky-looking scraps of bright metallic cardboard held together by sticky tape that brought a stone to nearly 200šF in two minutes, using only the sun. It doesn’t look like a conventional solar oven, more like a science-fiction movie prop. It was created, not by a film-studio artist, but by an 11-year-old attending Vancouver Museum’s workshops. Solar ovens have commercial potential, and might even reduce forest fires, if we can convince campers to use them. Another scene is not from a Silicon Valley board room, where the Tesla electric sports car is nearing final engineering work. Six gifted young people discuss the merits of various energy sources for a vehicle of the future. And, just like Popular Mechanics editors, they decide that the hydrogen fuel-cell vehicle isn’t as practical as a solar-powered battery vehicle. The group’s average age is probably 12, and the scene is actually at Pinewood Elementary School in Delta. The Tesla electric car is the first production car created by software and computer engineers, spurred on by the hit feature documentary, Who Killed The Electric Car? Here’s another example: Wired magazine featured a light-concentrator based on supercomputer calculations programmed by math wizards. These math geniuses’ parabolic dishes will allow a solar panel to exceed its usual performance. At the 30 Days of Sustainability event at Science World, a young boy created a parabolic panel that allowed his model electric car to run without direct sunlight. The car worked in the shade and at a good speed relative to other solar cars running under full sun! Check out Marek’s Curve with Google. Why are we adults throwing alkaline batteries away? All landfills will eventually leak and that toxic sludge will bubble up in our children’s drinking water and litigation lawyers will issue class action writs, decades from now. Adults don’t know this, but scores of preteens in Vancouver attending Solar Power Roadshow’s workshops have experimented with everything from gravity to freezing temperatures to revive single-use batteries. Students who succeeded in bringing used batteries back to 1.5 volts have shared their methods with others. Vancouver now has dozens of potential recycling entrepreneurs, since a new brand-name alkaline retails for $2 each. Consider allowing elementary school students to investigate sustainable energy technology without showing already existing adult-world models because there are useful discoveries being made by preteens, as we’ve seen in Solar Power Roadshow’s free-form workshops. For more information, contact Rob Matthies at 604-739-7717 or robert04mat@yahoo.com. Tigers and dragons—China and India for kids Bring your class/group (children aged 2–9) down to Gastown this fall to experience Tigers and Dragons—China and India for Kids. Tigers and Dragons is the first exhibit produced by Kids Around the World Children’s Museum Society. Our goal is to create a permanent children’s museum to celebrate countries and cultures around the world and the ‘world’ in our city. School group visits are going to be amazing. They will start with a chance for kids to look at the globe and find out where China and India are and where their own ancestors are from. There will be plenty of time for free play in the exhibit (including a make-and-take), plus a chance to do some Animal Yoga and learn to say and write some Chinese and Indian words. The 90-minute program ends with a story time. We will also offer a range of pre- and post-trip activities that teachers can do with their class. For more details about this colourful hands-on exhibit and to sign up for our newsletter, visit our web site at www.kidsaroundtheworld.ca. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Touring a natural gas drilling rig with @MLA Mike Bernier, and Brian from EnCana http://t.co/AifdJ4H07b" @Teresa_Wat - 06:01pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141007,www.reddit.com,http://www.reddit.com/u/weffey/m/nerdom,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com//b/CSI/CSI/,Staffroom Confidential Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Sorry, the page you were looking for in this blog does not exist. Sorry, the page you were looking for in this blog does not exist. Home Subscribe to: Posts (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts All Comments Atom All Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ▼  September (9) Reflections on the BC Teacher Strike BC Teacher strike - Lessons learned Response to Sandy Garossino Will the Education Fund improve classroom conditio... Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Class composition: a human rights perspective Class size and composition - a short visual histor... Guest post - I WILL HOLD THE LINE Teachers - let your leadership know it is time to ... ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=23811,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 1, September 2011   C’est le début d’un temps nouveau  By Marie-Claude Tremblay   Titre d’une chanson de Renée Claude et la chanson thème de mon bal de finissants, il y a longtemps de cela. Pour vous, c’est le début d’une autre année scolaire dans une nouvelle école, nouvelle classe, nouveau niveau, nouveau cours… C’est peut-être votre première rentrée comme enseignant, alors de la part de tous vos collègues de la province, bienvenue à notre grande famille. Pour nous tous, cette rentrée s’annonce différente à cause de la Phase 1 de notre grève. Pas de réunions, pas d’activités administratives, pas de rapports…, la liste est longue et ne pas avoir besoin de faire ces choses, nous permettra de nous concentrer sur la tâche qui nous motive le plus : enseigner. Ici au Bureau des services et programmes en français, Moh Chelali a fini son mandat et se lance dans une nouvelle voie de sa carrière. Il a été remplacé par moi, Marie-Claude Tremblay, du Conseil scolaire de Surrey et enseignante depuis 1983. Notre secrétaire, Cecilia, est en congé et sera remplacée par Dawn, ce qui explique la nouvelle voix qui répond à vos appels. Moh et moi aimerions remercier les enseignantes qui ont complétées le Facilitators’ Institute Training à Kamloops cet été. Elles sont animatrices des ateliers sur l’oral en salle de classe, sur l’intégration de la culture en salle de classe, le Diplôme d’études en langue française et le Cadre européen. La Fédération offre une grande variété d’ateliers et vous trouverez la liste avec une description ci-dessous. Si vous êtes à la recherche d’occasions pour votre développement professionnelle, il y a les congrès suivants : l’Association provinciale des professeurs de l’immersion et du programme francophone (APPIPC) à Richmond en octobre, l’Association canadienne des professeurs d’immersion (ACPI) à Victoria au début novembre et, pour les enseignants de français langue seconde, le BC Association of Teachers of Modern Languages (BCATML) aussi en octobre. N’oubliez pas de vous inscrire au portal pour membre de la FECB (BCTF) en visitant le site de la Fédération. Ouvrez la page maison et cliquez sur la petite boîte grise en haut à gauche qui dit For BCTF members only. Vous aurez accès aux nouvelles les plus récentes et à plein d’informations qui ne seront pas dans les médias. Alors, je termine en vous souhaitant une bonne année scolaire! 1. Le dépistage des problèmes d'apprentissage: Vous aurez la possibilité de discuter les caractéristiques observées chez les élèves en difficulté d'apprentissage tout en examinant les stratégies et les types d'intervention qui répondent à leurs besoins. Vous établirez les particularités entre l'adaptation et la modification de programmes. Des modèles de plans d'apprentissage personnalisé vous seront présentés. 2. Éducation planétaire tant dans la classe qu’en dehors: Venez explorer des façons d’intégrer et d’infuser une perspective mondiale à tout niveau d’études et dans tout domaine du programme. Vous découvrirez des rapports et des possibilités d’enrôler les élèves dans l’action visant au changement. La discussion portera aussi sur les possibilités de mettre en œuvre vos idées novatrices et de les soumettre au site web bctf.ca/SocialJustice.aspx?id=6214. 3. Éducation planétaire pour un développement durable: Cet atelier se concentre sur le monde que nous souhaitons pour les futures générations. Diverses possibilités seront explorées ainsi que les actions à entreprendre pour faciliter le changement dans les connaissances, les valeurs, les comportements et les styles de vie pour un développement durable de la démocratie, de la sécurité humaine et de la paix dans les différents pays. Les participants discuteront des thèmes économiques ou environnementaux pertinent au curriculum de notre province. On partagera des activités à entreprendre avec des élèves du primaire et/ou du secondaire pour que ceux-ci soient activement impliqués. 4. Classroom activities for Core French teachers: Cet atelier permettra aux enseignants de Core French de se familiariser avec des stratégies qui permettent de répondre aux résultats d’apprentissage des ERI. L’atelier se donne en anglais. 5. Enseigner l’oral en salle de classe: Cet atelier offre des stratégies et des activités pour animer les classes d’immersion et les amener à utiliser le français le plus souvent possible à l’école et entre eux. 6. La lecture, ça me parle: Cet atelier permettra de motiver les élèves à lire tout en offrant des stratégies sur le choix de petits bouts de bonne littérature et montrer à quel point cela peut être stimulant, et souvent amusant. 7. Évaluation au service de l'apprentissage: Cet atelier fait un état des lieux des recherches montrant que faire plus d’évaluations formative en classe peut avoir des effets notables sur l’apprentissage et la réussite des élèves et aider finalement le plus les élèves qui réussissent le moins. L’atelier passe en revue les recherches, clarifie les différences entre l’évaluation formative pour l’apprentissage et l’évaluation sommative de l’apprentissage. Il fournit l’opportunité aux participants de discuter la mise en application dans leurs salles de classe en fonction des niveaux et des matières enseignés. Il est demandé aux participants d’apporter les travaux d’élèves pour pratiquer la méthode d’un rendu descriptif. 8. Intégrer la culture en salle de classe: Venez discuter de la culture dans votre contexte scolaire et découvrir quelques stratégies pour l’infuser dans le quotidien de vos élèves. 9. Le climat dans l’école: Cet atelier offre des stratégies pour améliorer le climat dans l’école ainsi que les relations entre collègues afin de promouvoir le travail d’équipe et la collaboration. 10. La gestion de classe: Cet atelier montrera comment créer un environnement propice à l’apprentissage tout en instaurant une gestion appropriée et efficace des troubles de comportement en salle de classe. 11. Rompre le silence: parler de la question gay et lesbienne dans les écoles: Parlons-en! Entamer le dialogue dans vos écoles ou conseils scolaires sur les effets blessants et néfastes de l’homophobie. Examiner les mythes et stéréotypes, les liens d’oppressions et comprendre comment vous pouvez rendre votre école plus sûre et plus inclusive. Réaliser comment l’homophobie touche tous les élèves dans la salle de classe. 12. Du silence à l’action: Pour contribuer à un climat sûr et accueillant à l’école pour TOUS: Vous vous êtes parfois senti débordé par les insultes homophobes autour de vous ou vous avez appréhendé aborder le sujet de l’homosexualité dans votre classe? Que faire si un élève veut s’ouvrir à vous de son homosexualité ? Cet atelier va répondre à ces questions et à d’autres que beaucoup d’enseignants du secondaire se posent quand ils essayent d’évoquer les questions LGBTQ (Acronyme faisant référence aux gais, lesbiennes, bisexuels, transgenres et à ceux qui sont dans le doute ou queers). Le contenu peut être adapté aux besoins des participants et inclure la manière d’intégrer ce sujet au curriculum, au cours de justice sociale des 12ème année, aux clubs d’alliance gays et hétéros et à l’organisation d’événements au niveau de l’école. Cet atelier aide les enseignants à tenir un rôle de modèle positif et d’alliés afin de créer dans l’école un environnement sûr et accueillant pour tous. 13. L’histoire et culture des Premières Nations et la déclaration des Nations Unies sur les droits des peuples autochtones: Cet atelier donne une vue d’ensemble des peuples des Premières Nations en CB. Les participants en retirent une compréhension accrue de comment l’histoire a affecté l’éducation des enfants des Premières Nations. L’accent est également mis sur la déclaration des Nations Unies sur les droits des peuples autochtones. Les idées que vous aller en retirer vont affecter de manière positive l’apprenant des Premières Nations.  Marie-Claude Tremblay, Responsable des programmes et services en française, BCTF Professional and Social Issues Division.   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media last tweet "" @ - 12:00am Follow @ last post "" facebook/ - Jan 1st Like Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/SocialJustice.aspx?id=6188&printPage=true,BCTF > The UN Convention on the Rights of the Child Article 32  	BCTF Social Justice  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Social Justice > Issues > Child Labour The UN Convention on the Rights of the Child Article 32 The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child clearly establishes guiding principles regarding the responsibility of government to protect children in the workplace with a emphasis placed on specifying the conditions of employment in legislation and regulation (see a) and b) below). Article 32 1. States Parties recognize the right of the child to be protected from economic exploitation and from performing any work that is likely to be hazardous or to interfere with the child's education, or to be harmful to the child's health or physical, mental, spiritual, moral or social development. 2. States Parties shall take legislative, administrative, social and educational measures to ensure the implementation of the present article. To this end, and having regard to the relevant provisions of other international instruments, States Parties shall in particular: (a) Provide for a minimum age or minimum ages for admission to employment; (b) Provide for appropriate regulation of the hours and conditions of employment; (c) Provide for appropriate penalties or other sanctions to ensure the effective enforcement of the present article. The best framework for our work is the Convention on the Rights of the Child as expressed by Canada in support of the UN General Assembly resolution of November 20, 2002, on the promotion and protection of the rights of children: " Canada firmly believes that our actions must be guided by the Convention on the Rights of the Child. The Convention remains THE instrument of reference, THE essential legislative basis for the achievement of children’s rights. The primacy of this approach needs to be strongly reflected in our words and actions to improve the lives of children." - The Honourable Landon Pearson Canada’s Advisor on Children’s Rights, website Both Canada and B.C. are signatories to the Convention on the Rights of the Child. Source: Bill 37, Proposed Changes to B.C. Child Labour Law. Prepared by H. Luke for presentation at the BCTF 2003 Summer Leadership Conference.)
(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/gvta/status/509420547189776386,Victoria Teachers on Twitter: "Parent Info Session in Victoria! What's E80? And what is Binding Arbitration, anyway? 7pm Thurs @ 2994 Douglas St. http://t.co/n0wEqj541i" টুইটার অনুসন্ধান অনুসন্ধান টুইটার খুঁজুন সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ ভাষা : বাংলা. हिन्दी Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন টুইটার-এ নতুন ? আজই যোগদান করুন » সাইন ইন করুন ফোন, ইমেল বা ব্যবহারকারীর নাম পাসওয়ার্ড সাইন ইন আমাকে মনে রাখুন পাসওয়ার্ড ভুলে গেছেন? ইতিমধ্যে আপনি কি টেক্সট বার্তার মাধ্যমে টুইটার ব্যবহার করছেন? অনুসরণ অনুসরণ করা কর্মসমূহ:অনুসরণ না করা অবরুদ্ধ অবরোধ মুক্ত মুলতুবি বাতিল Victoria Teachers ‏ @gvta ৯ সেপ্টেম্বর Parent Info Session in Victoria! What's E80? And what is Binding Arbitration, anyway? 7pm Thurs @ 2994 Douglas St. http://www.facebook.com/events/1530018913900094 … প্রত্যুত্তর পুনঃটুইট রিট্যুইটকৃত সমাদৃত পছন্দ আরো স্থাপিত টুইট পুনঃটুইটগুলি ৭ প্রিয় ২ ১২:১৮ অপরাহ্ণ - ৯ সেপ্টেম্বর, ২০১৪ Victoria Teachers থেকে কোন আপডেট মিস্ করবেন না © 2014 টুইটার সম্বন্ধে সহায়তা বিজ্ঞপ্তি তথ্য বন্ধ মিডিয়াটিকে চিহ্নিত করুন এটি ইতিমধ্যে সংবেদনশীল কন্টেন্ট ধারণকারী হিসাবে চিহ্নিত হয়েছে। পতাকা তুলুন এটি সম্ভাব্যরূপে অবৈধ বিষয়বস্তুর ধারণকারী হিসেবে। সমর্পণ করা বাতিল মিডিয়াকে চিহ্নিত করা সম্পর্কে আরো জানুন খারিজ বন্ধ পূর্ববর্তী পরবর্তী বন্ধ একজন ব্যক্তির প্রোফাইলে যান সংরক্ষিত অনুসন্ধানসমূহ সরান যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ প্রস্তাবিত ব্যবহারকারীগণ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ যাচাইকৃত অ্যাকাউন্ট @ বন্ধ আপনার অনুসরণকারীদের এই পুনঃটুইটটি পাঠাবেন? বাতিল পুনঃটুইট বন্ধ আপনি কি নিশ্চিত যে এই টুইট মুছে দিতে চান? বাতিল মুছে ফেলুন বন্ধ রোধ করন বাতিল রোধ করন আপনার টুইটসমুহে একটি অবস্থান যুক্ত করুন যখন একটি অবস্থানের সঙ্গে আপনার টুইট করেন, টুইটার সেই অবস্থান সংরক্ষণ করে। প্রত্যেক টুইটের আগে আপনি আপনার অবস্থান চালু / বন্ধ করতে পারেন, এবং যে কোনও সময় আপনি আপনার অবস্থানের ইতিহাস মুছে ফেলতে পারেন। আরো জানুন অবস্থান চালু করুন এখন নয় স্থান বন্ধ করুন বন্ধ প্রোফাইল সারসংক্ষেপ বন্ধ আপনার তালিকাসমূহ বন্ধ একটি নতুন তালিকা তৈরি করুন নাম তালিকা বিবরণ 100 অক্ষরের কম, ঐচ্ছিক তালিকাসমূহ:গোপনীয়তা সাধারণ · যে কেউ এই তালিকা অনুসরণ করতে পারেন ব্যক্তিগত · শুধুমাত্র আপনিই এই তালিকায় প্রবেশ করতে পারবেন তালিকা সংরক্ষণ করুন বন্ধ বন্ধ এই টুইট স্থাপিত কর আপনার নীচের ওয়েবসাইটে কোডটি অনুলিপি দ্বারা এই টুইট যোগ করুন * আরও জানুন হুম, সার্ভারে পৌঁছনোর একটি সমস্যা ছিল। পরে আবার চেষ্টা করবেন? প্রকৃত টুইট অন্তর্ভুক্ত করুন অন্তর্ভুক্ত মিডিয়া প্রাকদর্শন বন্ধ টুইটারে নিবন্ধন করুন টুইটারে নেই? নিবন্ধন করুন, আপনির পছন্দের বিষয়গুলির সাথে যুক্ত হন, এবং তাদের বিষয়ে হালনাগাদ পান। একটি অ্যাকাউন্ট আছে? সাইন ইন » বন্ধ দুটি উপায় (প্রেরণ এবং গ্রহণ) শর্ট কোড: দেশ কোড গ্রাহকদের জন্য মার্কিন যুক্তরাষ্ট্র 40404 (যে কোন) কানাডা 21212 (যে কোন) যুক্তরাজ্য 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM হাইতি 40404 Digicel, Voila আয়ারল্যান্ড 51210 Vodafone, O2 ভারত 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance ইন্দোনেশিয়া 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » অন্য দেশসমুহের এসএসএস সংক্ষিপ্ত কোড দেখুন বন্ধ নিশ্চিতকরণ)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141007,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/FassbenderMLA/status/354329500688982017?screen_name=FassbenderMLA&screen_name=FassbenderMLA&id=354329500688982017&id=354329500688982017,Peter Fassbender on Twitter: "I posted a new photo to Facebook http://t.co/QSCV0JcWRS" Twitter Search query Search Twitter Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Language: English Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Have an account? Sign in New to Twitter? Join Today » Sign In Phone, email or username Password Sign in Remember me Forgot password? Already using Twitter via text message? Follow Following Unfollow Blocked Unblock Pending Cancel Peter FassbenderVerified account ‏ @FassbenderMLA 8 Jul 2013 I posted a new photo to Facebook http://fb.me/AtK9EkhG  Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet 1:01 PM - 8 Jul 2013 Don’t miss any updates from Peter Fassbender © 2014 Twitter About Help Ads info Close Flag this media This has already been marked as containing sensitive content. Flag this as containing potentially illegal content. Submit Cancel Learn more about flagging media Dismiss Close Previous Next Close Go to a person's profile Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Close Retweet this to your followers? Cancel Retweet Close Are you sure you want to delete this Tweet? Cancel Delete Close Block Cancel Block Add a location to your Tweets When you tweet with a location, Twitter stores that location. You can switch location on/off before each Tweet and always have the option to delete your location history. Learn more Turn location on Not now Turn off location Close Profile summary Close Your lists Close Create a new list List name Description Under 100 characters, optional Privacy Public · Anyone can follow this list Private · Only you can access this list Save list Close Close Embed this Tweet Add this Tweet to your website by copying the code below. Learn more Hmm, there was a problem reaching the server. Try again? Include parent Tweet Include media Preview Close Sign up for Twitter Not on Twitter? Sign up, tune into the things you care about, and get updates as they happen. Have an account? Sign in » Close Two-way (sending and receiving) short codes: Country Code For customers of United States 40404 (any) Canada 21212 (any) United Kingdom 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM Haiti 40404 Digicel, Voila Ireland 51210 Vodafone, O2 India 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Indonesia 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » See SMS short codes for other countries Close Confirmation)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/contacts.cfm?page=fax&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true,BCTF Contacts Home E-mail Lists Links A to Z Index Contact Us Help SITE SEARCH Quick Links BCTF formsBCTF NewsFrançaisLabour linksPensionsTeacher NewsmagazineTeaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Contact Us > Fax Numbers Departmental Fax Numbers Accounting   604-871-2293 Communications Campaigns   604-871-2289 Executive Offices   604-871-2290 Field Service   604-871-2291 Graphics   604-871-2294 Health & Safety/ISD   604-871-2285 Health & Wellness/ISD   604-871-2296 Human Resources   604-871-2297 Income Security   604-871-2287 Information Services   604-871-2294 Information Technology   604-871-2294 Legal Services   604-871-2288 Maintenance   604-871-2298 Member Records   604-871-2293 Production   604-871-2292 PSID   604-871-2286 Purchasing   604-871-2293 Research   604-871-2294 Retired Teachers' Assn   604-871-2265 Treasurer's Office   604-871-2293 About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy Close Window Print Page   Departmental Fax Numbers Accounting   604-871-2293 Communications Campaigns   604-871-2289 Executive Offices   604-871-2290 Field Service   604-871-2291 Graphics   604-871-2294 Health & Safety/ISD   604-871-2285 Health & Wellness/ISD   604-871-2296 Human Resources   604-871-2297 Income Security   604-871-2287 Information Services   604-871-2294 Information Technology   604-871-2294 Legal Services   604-871-2288 Maintenance   604-871-2298 Member Records   604-871-2293 Production   604-871-2292 PSID   604-871-2286 Purchasing   604-871-2293 Research   604-871-2294 Retired Teachers' Assn   604-871-2265 Treasurer's Office   604-871-2293)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "October is #FosterFamilyMonth. Thank you #BC for opening your homes and hearts to more than 5,900 children and youth." @John_Yap - 11:14pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141007,huff.to,http://huff.to/1vIlgse,bit.ly moved here)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=20588,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > March 2010 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 5, March 2010  A student writes A copy of a letter was received from a student who describes the struggle that many young people face in an attempt to continue their education in the face of ever increasing costs and diminishing support. The plight of students who are not from affluent households (which is most) can be documented in many ways and this is just one heartfelt example. Proposal to Translink Problem Many young people face incredible hardship. In British Columbia, the child poverty rate is the highest in the country. To that end, the hardship experienced by many young people is real. I am one of those young people. I struggle on my own trying to live independently. I get $92 a month as a living allowance. My shelter and food costs are paid by the ministry. I am unemployed but I do go to school. My travel costs to school must come out of my living allowance. It costs me $3.50 per day to go to school ($70 per month). I felt embarrassed to continually ask my social worker for a bus pass ($42 per month). I know that people will mock my experience but it is a harsh reality for me because I am left with very little. There are people in similar circumstances who have to travel two or more zones and that leaves them with very few options. What hurts me the most is that I fear being denied service by the drivers who don’t seem to understand my circumstances and who apply the typical stereotype that all young people are cheaters and users of the system. There are real costs as a result of the problem: cheating fares police/Transit security escalating costs—more and more youth can’t afford fare stress and conflict with bus drivers. More support for young people A lot of kids are in very tough living and financial positions and the bus system is a huge part of thousands of people’s everyday commute, but it’s hard when people are actually trying to do good things and provide for themselves and their responsibilities. I understand that bus drivers think that people try to cheat the system, but if we ask you nicely and not just cheat our way on the bus, they should at least give us that understanding. No one ever wants to ask for a free ride but we are forced to in order to try to make our lives better. Less confrontation Some of the experiences I’ve had with bus drivers: asking if I could get a ride and a bus driver has had a bad day and starts shouting at me that this isn’t my parents driving me around and that I will be ticketed next time. It makes me very mad when bus drivers act disrespectfully and rude to me. They do not know me or what I have to deal with daily. I’ve had to sit in the rain countless times on 222nd and Fraser Highway waiting for the 502 coming from Aldergrove to bring me to school. One out of five times it has been on time but there needs to be more busses going to and from Aldergrove. Every 15 minutes would be good. The 502 goes by three schools on its route and it only runs every half hour, so students who miss the bus if the driver is early or late have to waste more time waiting for a bus that might not come. More opportunity Easy access to a reliable, low-cost transportation system will enable many young people to search for work more easily. It will also mean that young people will be able to take more shift work. I had an opportunity to do the late shift at Burger King but had to turn that down because I could not afford the cost of transportation and the poor access. Travel benefits for students in London, England A 16+ Oyster photo card allows you to buy 7-day, monthly, or longer travel cards and bus & tram passes at the child rate and pay as you go at half the adult rate on bus, tube, tram, DLR, and London Over ground services. You can also apply for free travel on London’s buses and trams if you: Live in a London borough, are in full-time education, were aged 18 on August 31, 2009. Solution I think the solution for the transit system in Langley would be to model the Oyster card system from London, England. If you have a student photo id, you should get to ride on the bus for free on school days. The 502 Aldergrove should run every 15 minutes to ensure that kids are making it to school on time, and if this goes through I think every bus driver should hear this, it might make them a little more susceptible to identifying what kids actually need support. This system has worked very well in London and if adopted in BC would be a tremendous support for young people. It would also encourage more bus riders and help build a greener transportation in the future. Thank you for considering my request. Brittney Deering is a student at Langley Secondary School, Langley. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7922,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 4, January/February 2005 Volunteer to teach English second language methodology in Cuba The BCTF needs volunteers for its ongoing project with the teachers of English in Cuba. The current phase of the project runs until December 2005. It consists of a two-week methodology and language-enhancement course. The credit course is offered through Cuban teachers’ colleges and is sponsored by the Cuban Teachers’ Union, the Cuban Ministry of Education, and the BCTF. Members involved in the project must have native speaker proficiency, be flexible, have excellent facilitation skills, have experience working with adults, be able to work co-operatively as part of a team, be able to teach with minimal resources and have the ability to improvise. They must also be very knowledgeable of modern/second language methodology and strategies. Applicants must be BCTF members in good standing. They will be required to prepare a six-hour pedagogical workshop, 12 hours of language enhancement classes and have the flexibility to teach without technological aids. Once participants are recommended for a team, they must commit themselves to all preparatory activities. In addition, volunteers must be available for either the first two weeks in July 2005 or the two weeks of the December 2005 break, depending on the program’s needs. There are some repeats to facilitate the ongoing nature of the program. Ability to speak Spanish and specialized training in teaching languages are assets. Teachers will be living in very spartan developing country conditions and therefore need to be very flexible and adaptable; personal preferences, i.e., vegetarian, cannot always be accommodated. The teaching is in very hot and humid weather conditions. The BCTF pays transportation costs; food and lodging are provided by our Cuban partners. Deadline February 21, 2005 Please send a detailed résumé to Leona Dolan, BCTF International Program, 550 West 6th Avenue, Vancouver BC V5Z 4P2, f: 604-871-2294, ldolan@bctf.ca. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/jane-thornthwaite/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Jane Thornthwaite for North Vancouver-Seymour - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Jane Thornthwaite A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Seymour Support Jane BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media last tweet "" @ - 12:00am Follow @ last post "" facebook/ - Jan 1st Like Jane Thornthwaite was re-elected to a second term as MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour in 2013. She was reappointed Parliamentary Secretary for Student Support and Parent Engagement to the Minister of Education, a position which she has held since in September 2012. She is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. She also chairs the Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth, and is a member of Select Standing Committees Crown Corporations and Education. Jane served as a School Trustee for the North Vancouver Board of Education and topped the polls in both the 2005 and 2008 municipal elections. She was elected Chair of the North Vancouver Board of Education in December 2008 and resigned from the Board June 2009 after being elected to the Legislature. Previously, Jane was a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (B.Sc., B.H.E.) with a 22-year career in health care. Jane’s work experience includes positions in hospital dietetics and community health, as an instructor for a third year required Nutrition course at UBC, as a Corporate Nutritionist for an international Health Food Chain, and as a National Sales Representative for an international pharmaceutical firm. Her writing has been published in a wide variety of publications and she has been a guest presenter and lecturer at numerous colleges and universities. As a former self-employed health consultant, Jane has experience operating a small business and supporting a family as a mother of three kids. Jane has had an extensive volunteer career on the North Shore and has lived in North Vancouver for over 19 years. Get in touch with Jane North Vancouver – Seymour Constituency Office 217 – 1233 Lynn Valley Road North Vancouver, BC V7J 0A1 Phone: (604) 983-9852 Fax: (604) 983-9978 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 387-2796 Email Jane Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/LATA/conference/OtherPro-D_000.htm,Other Pro-D   Summer Institutes in Health Education July 3-20, 2012 at UBC Vancouver EDCP 327/96A | Approaches to Health Education | 1:00pm - 4:00pm EDCP 325/96A | Special Topics in Health Education | 5:00pm - 7:30pm This July, UBC is offering two Health Education Summer Institutes at the Point Grey Campus in UBC Vancouver. Both institutes take place over the course of three weeks. The courses will explore the variety of ways to study contemporary issues of health education and health literacy within BC’s public school system and beyond. Please join Susan Tannar-Smith – an instructor with over 20 years’ experience in education – along with teachers and community health educators, for this collaborative institute. Register By:  Friday, June 1, 2012 Seats are limited. Early registration is recommended. REGISTRATION: The program can be taken for credit (3 credits) or for professional development purposes (non-credit). Visit eplt.educ.ubc.ca/HealthEd for details.   LEARN MORE: Web: eplt.educ.ubc.ca/HealthEd Contact: Jo-Anne Chilton (1-888-492-1122) Click here to download a copy of the flyer.     Infant Development Supported Childcare (IDSC) Summer Institute July 9-20, 2012 UBC Vancouver   In July 2012, come join the UBC Faculty of Education’s two-week Infant Development Supported Childcare (IDSC) Summer Institute. This course will examine typical and atypical cognitive development in children with a focus on practical intervention strategies. This institute is developed and offered by the Institue for Early Childhood Education and Research (IECER).   Dr. Lara El Khatib has been working with young children with special needs and their families for over twenty years. She has offered many workshops to parents and professionals, and has collaborated with school personnel and helped them turn their regular classrooms into inclusive ones.   Come collaborate with early childhood educators and special education professionals from across Canada for this exceptional professional development opportunity being held at UBC Vancouver.   Register By:  June 11, 2012 Seats are limited. Early registration is recommended.   REGISTRATION: The program can be taken for credit (3 credits) or for professional development purposes (non-credit). Visit eplt.educ.ubc.ca/IDSC for details.   LEARN MORE: Web: eplt.educ.ubc.ca/IDSC Contact: Jo-Anne Chilton (1-888-492-1122)   Click here to download a copy of the flyer.    )
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/SocialJustice.aspx?id=6100,BCTF > A Chronology of Advances in LGBT Rights in Canada, and in B.C.  	BCTF Social Justice  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources   For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Social Justice > Issues > LGBTQ A Chronology of Advances in LGBT Rights in Canada, and in BC Since 1969, there have been many changes in the state of lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender (LGBT) equality rights across Canada. For example, most provinces and territories added “sexual orientation to their Human Rights codes, starting with Quebec in 1978 and then Ontario in 1989. Alberta’s human rights code was amended only by decree of the Supreme Court of Canada in 1998, as a result of court action launched by Delwin Vriend, a teacher in a private school. This review provides a brief summary of some legal and legislative developments in Canada, and then a summary of similar developments in British Columbia. This material has been extracted, and adapted, from much longer articles previously prepared and updated by John Fisher, who was Executive Director of Egale Canada until early 2003. The full text of his two articles include information about legal changes in every other province and territory in Canada too. These articles are: Outlaws or In-Laws? An overview of LGBT rights in Canada, and The State of the Play: A Chronology of LGBT rights in each jurisdiction in Canada. Federal (Canadian government bills and court decisions affecting federal laws) 1969 - following Prime Minister Pierre Trudeau’s famous comment that “there is no place for the State in the bedrooms of the nation”, Bill C-150 was passed which made amendments to the Criminal Code. These changes decriminalised “gross indecency” and “buggery”, if committed in private between two consenting adults over the age of 21. The Criminal Code was further amended in later years, including a drop in age-of-consent to 18 (for anal sex) and 14 for other forms of sexual activity. The higher age of consent for anal sex has been recognized as unconstitutional by both the Ontario and Quebec Courts of Appeal. 1977 - those provisions in the Immigration Act which had previously barred homosexuals from immigrating to Canada, were repealed. 1982 - Canada adopted the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms as part of the new Canadian Constitution. The equality guarantees of the Charter came into effect in 1985, providing LGBT people with the tools to challenge any discriminatory law. The Supreme Court of Canada has since ruled that sexual orientation is deemed to be included as an identifiable characteristic, for purposes of protection or non-discrimination. 1992 - Parliament removed the prohibition on lesbians, gays and bisexuals serving in the military, as a result of a court challenge in Douglas v. Canada. 1995 - Parliament amended the Criminal Code to provide increased penalties for crimes motivated by hatred on certain grounds, including sexual orientation. As a result, hate crimes such as gay-bashings will now receive more severe penalties. (Transgender people are not explicitly covered by these provisions, although they may have protection on the ground of “sex”.) These amendments applied only to sentencing, and did not affect the substantive “hate propaganda” provisions in the Criminal Code, which prohibit promoting hatred against certain groups. Bill C-250 passed the House of Commons in Sept. 2003, so the Code will soon include gays, lesbians, and bisexuals among the groups protected from “hate propaganda”. May 1995 - In Jim Egan and Jack Nesbit’s suit against the federal government for the right to claim a spousal pension under the Old Age Security Act, the Supreme Court of Canada decided 9-0 that sexual orientation is a ground of discrimination protected under the s. 15 equality guarantees of the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms. A majority (5-4) also ruled that it is discriminatory and a breach of the Charter to deny same-sex couples a benefit available to opposite-sex couples. However, the Court ultimately ruled against Nesbit and Egan (also 5-4) since 4 judges found the discrimination to be justifiable and a fifth felt the discrimination was justified for the time being, and that Parliament should be given some time to bring its laws into conformity with the Charter. The decision represented a significant step forward, but left a number of issues unresolved. 1996 - Parliament amended the Canadian Human Rights Act to explicitly prohibit discrimination based on sexual orientation. No action has yet been taken to include explicit protection based on gender identity, despite a recommendation by the Canadian Human Rights Act Review Panel in June 2000. However, the Canadian Human Rights Commission has indicated that it will receive complaints by transgender people on the ground of “sex”. June, 1996 - the government complied with a Human Rights Tribunal’s directive, in Moore & Akerstrom v. Canada and extended many same-sex benefits to federal employees, including health and relocation benefits. April, 1998 - in CUPE & Rosenberg v. Canada, the Ontario Court of Appeal ruled unanimously that the Income Tax Act’s definition of “spouse” must be extended to permit the registration of pension plans which extend equal benefits to those in same-sex relationships. The Canadian government did not appeal this decision. September 14, 1999 - Bill C-78 amended the Public Service Superannuation Act to extend survivor pension benefits to same-sex couples. 1999 - The Supreme Court of Canada ruled, in M v H, that it is unconstitutional to deny same-sex couples equality. Since that time, many governments across Canada have embarked on programs of wholesale legislative reform. Adoption rights, inheritance, spousal support – these and many other rights previously reserved for heterosexuals are gradually being extended to same-sex couples. 2000 - Parliament passes Bill C-23, the Modernization of Benefits and Obligations Act. This omnibus legislation amended 68 federal statutes to provide all common-law relationships (including same-sex) with nearly all the rights and responsibilities of heterosexual married couples under federal law. An added clause in the preamble defines marriage as “…the lawful union of one man and one woman to the exclusion of all others”. However, the effects of the legislation are to treat same-sex couples equally in areas such as tax, pensions, employment insurance and conflict-of-interest laws. Under Bill C-23, same-sex survivors were only entitled to survivors’ benefits under the Canada Pension Plan if their partner died after Dec. 31, 1997, but a class action lawsuit on behalf of persons whose same-sex partners died before 1998, was successfully concluded in Dec. 2003. December 2000 - Supreme Court of Canada ruled in the case Little Sisters Book and Art Emporium v. Canada. The community bookstore had initiated court action to challenge the targeting by Canada Customs of LGBT bookstores and materials. In 1996, just before the case was to be heard before the BC Supreme Court, Canada Customs reversed its policy that any depiction of anal sex, even in safer-sex brochures, was automatically considered “obscene”. The Supreme Court reaffirmed lower Court rulings that Canada Customs discriminates against LGBT bookstores and materials, and held that while Customs is still permitted to seize material at the border, the burden of proving obscenity now rests with the Crown, as opposed to the bookstores or other importers. May 15, 2001 - Canada’s Census asked Canadians for the first time whether they were “living with a common-law partner”, which included same-sex partners. No question was asked about sexual orientation, nor about gender identity. October 22, 2002 - Statistics Canada released results which showed a total of 34,200 same-sex common-law couples reporting their relationships, representing 0.5% of couples who reported. About 15% of lesbian couples and 3% of gay male couples reported raising children. Statistics Canada acknowledged this under-reporting of same-sex relationships and expects that in future years more LGB persons will respond affirmatively to the question. November, 2001 - The Immigration and Refugee Protection Act was passed. The law now recognizes “common-law partners”, including same-sex couples, as members of the family class, so a same-sex partner of an LGBT Canadian is now eligible to immigrate to Canada. Previously, same-sex partners could only be admitted on a case-by-case basis on humanitarian or compassionate grounds. The definition of “common-law partner” [defined as someone who has been in a conjugal relationship for at least a year] is set out in the new immigration regulations, which took effect June 28, 2002. Several groups had argued that the original “cohabitation” requirement was unworkable for many lesbian or gay couples; the government agreed. Lesbians, gays and bisexuals with a well-founded fear of persecution based on sexual orientation have now been recognized as eligible to immigrate to Canada as refugees. The fight for spousal equality rights in Canada After successive legal decisions and political lobbying (and sometimes as an attempt to stave off more inclusive legislation), some provinces have passed legislation to recognize some rights and responsibilities of same-sex couples. None of these includes “marriage”, because marriage is in the federal jurisdiction. The most unusual system is the regime adopted in Alberta. On June 1, 2003, Bill 30-2 came into effect, according rights and responsibilities to cohabiting “adult interdependent partners”, whether or not in a conjugal relationship. Two people, including a same-sex couple, are recognized as “adult interdependent partners” once they have lived together for 3 years, if they have a child together or if they have entered into a formal partnership agreement. These partners have rights and responsibilities under a wide variety of laws dealing with matters such as spousal support, inheritance rights, dependents’ relief, medical decision-making, insurance rights, pension benefits, recognition under conflict-of-interest laws, change of name provisions, and protection from domestic violence. In 1997, British Columbia passed the Family Relations Act and the Family Maintenance Enforcement Act to accord to same-sex couples the same custody, maintenance / support rights and responsibilities as those given to heterosexual couples, and to allow same-sex couples to register agreements relating to cohabitation and property division. In 1999 and 2000, BC added two Definition of Spouse Amendment Acts, thereby amending a total of 50 pieces of legislation, consolidating the definition of spouse to include a person who has lived with another person for a period of at least 2 years in a marriage-like relationship Nova Scotia enacted the first registered partnership law in Canada. Effective June 4, 2001, it allowed same-sex couples to register their relationships in order to be treated equally with married spouses in a variety of laws dealing with such matters as spousal support, property division, inheritance rights, medical decision-making, insurance rights, and pension benefits. The province expanded the benefits available to registered domestic partners in areas such as dependents’ relief and wills, public sector pensions, workers’ compensation benefits. (Bill 75 also extended a number of rights and responsibilities to common-law same-sex couples who do not register their relationships, including spousal support, medical decision-making, income tax, pension and insurance rights.) Quebec’s National Assembly introduced Bill 84 on April 25, 2002, and passed it unanimously on June 7, 2002. This far-reaching Bill accords the responsibilities and rights of married couples to same-sex and opposite-sex unmarried couples who enter into a civil union. The rights extended include adoption, spousal support, matrimonial property division, inheritance rights, medical decision-making, workers’ compensation benefits, insurance rights, pension benefits, recognition under conflict-of-interest laws, and a presumption of parental rights. (Common-law partners who do not enter a civil union also have a number of rights, such as adoption and making medical decision-making, but they do not have rights and responsibilities of spousal support, inheritance or matrimonial property division.) Bill 84 also repealed a unique feature of the Quebec Civil Code, which had explicitly restricted marriage to opposite-sex couples only, although same-sex marriage remains an area of federal jurisdiction. There have been court challenges in Ontario, British Columbia, and Quebec, seeking equality in marriage. Although the cases were initiated in various provinces, the federal government is involved in each case, since it is the federal government which, under the Constitution, has jurisdiction over who can marry. In Ontario, a court application was filed on behalf of 8 same-sex couples who were denied the right to marry. Metropolitan Community Church of Toronto also joined the court challenge, after the province refused to register the marriages of two couples in January 2001, employing the tradition of publication of marriage banns in accordance with Ontario’s Marriage Act. The cases were heard in November 2001. On July 12, 2002, the Court ruled 3-0 that denying same-sex couples the equal right to marry is unconstitutional, and gave Parliament 2 years to fix the law. Canada’s Justice Minister announced the government would appeal the judgment. He also sent the issue of same-sex marriage to the Commons Committee on Justice and Human Rights for public hearings across Canada.) On June 10, 2003, the Ontario Court of Appeal unanimously affirmed that the prohibition on same-sex marriage is unconstitutional. However, the Court went further than previous courts, reformulating the definition of marriage to include same-sex couples and ruling that the new definition would have immediate effect. That same day, same-sex couples began to legally marry in Ontario. In British Columbia, two court applications for same-sex marriage were joined and heard together – one brought by Egale and 5 BC couples and one brought by 3 other BC couples. (The former BC Government had initially made a supportive application but the newly elected BC Liberal government withdrew from the case.) The BC Supreme Court heard the cases in July - August 2001. On October 2, 2001, Justice Pitfield ruled that the exclusion of same-sex couples from marriage infringes equality rights under s. 15 of the Charter, but that this discrimination was justified to preserve the heterosexual definition of marriage. In a bizarre twist, he added that not even Parliament could legislate to recognize same-sex marriage without a constitutional amendment. His decision was appealed; the BC Court of Appeal ruled 3-0 on May 1, 2003 that the opposite-sex definition of marriage is discriminatory and unconstitutional. The Court also held that the law must change to allow same-sex couples to marry, and suspended the effect of its ruling until July 12, 2004. But after a related decision in Ontario in June, the BC Court of Appeal amended its order on July 8, 2003 to give immediate effect to the inclusive definition of marriage. The federal government decided not to appeal the Appeal Court decisions in BC and Ontario, within the legal time limit. In Quebec, a lawsuit was filed on September 14, 1998 by Michael Hendricks and René LeBœuf. Quebec Superior Court heard the case in November, 2001, and March 2002. This case challenged the opposite-sex definition of marriage in 3 statutes: the federal Modernization of Benefits and Obligations Act, the Quebec Civil Code, and the Harmonization Act, a federal statute which applies only in Quebec, defining marriage as the union of a man and a woman. In September 2002, Judge Lemelin ruled the opposite-sex definition of marriage to be an unconstitutional violation of equality rights, and gave Parliament two years to fix the law. Following the Appeal Court decisions in Ontario and BC, the federal government withdrew its appeal in Quebec, but the appeal, being maintained by the Catholic Civil Rights League (one of the intervenors in the case who oppose same-sex marriage), is to be heard by the Quebec Court of Appeal on January 26, 2004. Following a meeting of the federal Cabinet, Prime Minister Chretien announced on June 17, 2004 that the government would accept the Court rulings, and would introduce a Bill to recognize same-sex marriages across the country, while also protecting the right of faith groups to refuse to perform marriages that do not conform to their beliefs. The draft legislation was referred to the Supreme Court of Canada, for its opinion on whether the draft Bill was constitutional and adequately protected religious freedom. The Supreme Court indicated that it would hear the l reference in April 2004. However, Prime Minister Martin’s government has said (January 2004) that it will send an expanded reference to the Supreme Court, which would include a question about the constitutionality of “civil unions”, as opposed to marriage. This process will likely mean that the Supreme Court’s consideration of the matter will be delayed by many months. An Opposition motion to “take all necessary steps to preserve marriage as the union of one man and one woman to the exclusion of all others”, was defeated in the House of Commons, 137 - 132, in September 2003. Its intent was that the government invoke the Notwithstanding Clause. As of December 2004, same-sex marriage was legalized via court rulings in BC, Ontario, Quebec, Manitoba, Saskatchewan, Newfoundland and Labrador, Nova Scotia, and the Yukon. Over three thousand Canadian couples have been married to date. It seems inevitable that equal marriage will be uniformly available across Canada soon, whether by federal legislation or by court decisions. The Federal Government has recently announced that it will table legislation on this issue in late January 2005. Future Challenges: Although many challenges still lie ahead - notably in youth and education rights, censorship, policing of LGBT sexualities, and full legal equality for transgender people – governments, courts and the general public across Canada are recognizing the right of LGBT people to be treated equally. British Columbia 1992 - BC amended its human rights legislation to include sexual orientation as a prohibited ground of discrimination, and extended workplace medical benefits to same-sex partners of government employees. (BC has not added “gender identity” to its human rights, despite considerable pressure to do so since 1997. The North West Territories is currently the only Canadian jurisdiction to include “gender identity” as an area of protection against discrimination.) 1996 – a new Adoption Act came into force, which enabled same-sex couples to apply to adopt as couples (rather than separately) for the first time in Canada. 1997 - BC amended the definition of “spouse” in the Family Relations Act and the Family Maintenance Enforcement Act to accord to same-sex couples the same custody, maintenance and support rights and responsibilities as those accorded to heterosexual couples, and to allow same-sex couples to register agreements relating to cohabitation and property division. July 1998 - BC became the first Canadian jurisdiction to legislate pension benefits for the same-sex partners of all the province’s public sector employees. July 28, 2000 - the Health Care (Consent) and Care Facility (Admission) Act enables lesbians, gays and bisexuals to make medical decisions on behalf of a same-sex partner who is incapacitated. 2000 - Under two Definition of Spouse Amendment Acts, 1999 and 2000, 23 amendments to various Acts came into force on July 28, 2000, and a further 27 amendments on November 1, 2000. These changes consolidated the definition of spouse to include a person who has lived with another person for a period of at least two years in a marriage-like relationship. This ensures that same-sex couples are treated equally in many areas such as inheritance, estates, property law, and conflict of interest provisions. They also standardize existing provisions that already included same-sex spouses (e.g.- the Adult Guardianship Act). May 17, 2001- the Supreme Court of Canada released its decision in the case of BC College of Teachers v. Trinity Western University. The BC College of Teachers had not approved the private evangelical school’s teacher training program, because it required students to sign an anti-homosexual document. In upholding an order that Trinity Western's teaching program be approved, the Supreme Court of Canada ruled that graduates from the University are entitled to hold “sexist, racist or homophobic beliefs”, but are not entitled to act upon them. January 2002 - in Society Nixon v. Vancouver Rape Relief, the BC Human Rights Tribunal held that a women’s shelter had discriminated against a MTF transsexual by denying her the opportunity to act as a volunteer counsellor. The Tribunal affirmed that transgender people are protected from discrimination by the ground “sex” in human rights legislation. But the Supreme Court of BC overturned this decision on appeal, Dec. 2003. Nixon may yet appeal this ruling. December 20, 2002 - Supreme Court of Canada ruled in the case of Chamberlain et al v. Surrey School Board. In April 1997, the Surrey School Board had banned the use of three children’s books (Belinda's Bouquet, Asha's Mums, One Dad Two Dads Brown Dad Blue Dads), because they depicted same-sex parents. December 1998 – the BC Supreme Court ruled that the anti-gay resolutions were based on religious precepts and therefore violated the provisions of the BC School Act. September 2000 – BC Court of Appeal upheld the Surrey Board’s appeal, but only because it felt that the School Board resolution did not prevent the use of the books in the classroom if the teacher, in their professional judgment, felt that the books advanced the goals of the curriculum. December, 2002 - the Supreme Court of Canada ruled 7-2 that the School Board had been wrong to ban the books because of their same-sex content. The majority wrote that the books promoted tolerance and that “tolerance is always age-appropriate”, and directed the School Board to reconsider the use of the books in accordance with "the broad principles of tolerance and non-sectarianism underlying the BC School Act". March 7, 2007 Court Win for Straight Student Taunted as "Homo" and "Gay" British Columbia's highest court overturned a lower court ruling that said a student could not sue a school board for homophobic bullying and harassment because he was straight. The B.C. Court of Appeal said that Azmi Jubran had been the victim of anti-gay bullying for five years and that Handsworth Secondary School in North Vancouver failed to stop the homophobic taunts of other students.  It also reinstated a $4,500 award set by a human rights tribunal and ruled that the North Vancouver School Board must pay all of his legal costs. The lower court wrongly dismissed Jubran's allegations that he had been subjected to harassment on the basis of sexuality because he wasn’t gay. This ruling sets a legal precedent in Canada. All Canadian school boards now have a legal responsibility to protect ANY student from homophobic harassment at school. Read more about the case in  Lessons from Jubran: Reducing school board liability in cases of student harassment . Paper presented by Elizabeth J. Meyer at the annual meeting of the Canadian Association for the Practical Study of Law in Education, Montreal, 2006. On the negative side, the BC government passed Bill 64 in October 2002. It dismantled the BC Human Rights Commission. Under the new law, individuals are still able to bring discrimination complaints directly before the BC Human Rights Tribunal, but a number of important functions of the Commission are lost, including the responsibility to promote public awareness of human rights, advance research and education programs and address systemic discrimination. About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=24165,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > October 2011 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 2, October 2011   Readers write  Historical right to a free, quality education “Education is not the art of training and subjugating people to serve the profit of others—to educate is to reject the false analogies of the marketplace, to see justice and equality as noble aims rather than an obstacle to a takeover bid, to insist that human progress has no bottom line. If anyone survives to breed future historians, they will without doubt, study the memorials of our era with shocked incredulity, wondering what ghastly ignorance or ineptitude, what awful failure of education, led our citizens to accept the rule of madmen.” – Norman Goble, secretary-general, World Confederation of Organizations of the Teaching Profession Convention, 1984. “Education for the marketplace” is the slogan by which public education is being attacked and dismantled by corporate powers, just as other social programs are also being assaulted. But with public education this attack profoundly affects the thinking, the philosophy, the very future of our children, and the world they will grow up in. No one stops to think how hard it was to win the fight for free, non-sectarian public schools in our country. When 10,000 citizens petitioned in 1831 in support of separation of church and state (the church was the biggest landowner and controlled the schools), they were refused in no uncertain terms by the Family Compact, a refusal which was a prime cause of the Rebellion of 1837. Protest rallies were held the length and breadth of Lower Canada, expressing their support for the Patriots led by Papineau, but they met defeat when 6,000 British troops marched against them, burning villages as they went. At the same time, William Lyon Mackenzie and his Reformers in Upper Canada fared no better, in fact, between getting their dates for action confused and having their more conservative members turn traitor, Mackenzie never did see the great convention in York (Toronto) which was to proclaim responsible government. He fled to the United States, but his friends Samuel Lount and Peter Matthews were hanged, their bodies consigned to Potters’ Field. It is amazing to find that just 14 years later in 1852, Lieutenant-Governor Wilmot of New Brunswick opened a provincial exhibition saying: “It is unpardonable that any child should grow up in our country without the benefit of at least a common school education. It is the right of the child. It is the duty not only of the parent but of the people. The property of the country should be to educate the country, I want to hear the tax collector calling at my door. I want the children of the poor in the remote settlements to receive the advantages now almost confined to their more fortunate brethren and sisters of the towns.” British Columbia’s historical development was quite different from the other provinces and the first school act of 1865 acceded to the popular demand of “a free, non-sectarian school open to all classes in the community.” This was passed by the Vancouver Island Legislature seven years before BC joined Confederation. Canadians are known as a compassionate people. This is a time to be a passionate people, a time to go on the offensive, to insist that every child has a right to free, quality education with adequate funding provided by senior governments that profit from the selloff of our natural resources. Finally, a reminder to the BC school trustees of their discussion paper of 1996, “A New Agenda for Education in British Columbia,” in which they said: “We think it’s clear that the agenda for public policy and public discussion of education can no longer revolve around a single item—How much does it cost? It must be about improving education and about doing a better job of meeting children’s needs.” Betty Griffin, Burnaby (retired)  Support from retired staff At a recent luncheon gathering of BCTF retired staff, the topic that dominated our discussion was the current bargaining situation. The topic was prompted when someone asked “how is the BCTF going to succeed this time?” As former staff members who have endured tough bargaining battles, we know how troubling it is to face seemingly insurmountable obstacles to collective bargaining. The Federation’s history, however, is that progress is made and victories emerge. Our assessment of the current situation is that the BCTF is on the right path with its measured actions and careful attention to the membership’s voice. Clearly, the government’s intent is to further erode public confidence in teachers and the public school system. In response, the BCTF has to be more determined than ever to defend public education. Weakening support for public education will have devastating consequences for our society, creating sharp divisions amongst British Columbians. Uncertain economic conditions cannot be used as an excuse to “hold the line” on salaries and classroom conditions. Investing in teachers and in children’s learning is an investment that never stops paying. The benefits far outweigh the alternative of crowded and neglected environments for children and mediocre wages for teachers. Creating jobs in the education sector is one of the most worthwhile endeavours to boost our economy. We want you to know that as former BCTF staff members, we are fully supportive of your actions on behalf of teachers. Your considerable voice in defense of public education is highly regarded and essential. Wes Knapp on behalf of BCTF retired staff   Join us on Facebook BC voters supporting BC teachers and public education  This group of concerned BC citizens feel that BC’s public education system is underfunded. The group is growing at about 30% a day. Once you have joined the group, you can add others yourself. This is an exciting opportunity to build some momentum and cultivate grassroots support. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141008,thetyee.ca,http://thetyee.ca/News/2014/10/03/Fired-Researcher-Killed-Self-Evaluating-Clark-Backed-Drug/,Fired Researcher Who Killed Self Was Evaluating Drug Backed by Clark | The Tyee About Advertise Follow Support RSS Topic Aboriginal Affairs BC Election 2013 BC Politics Education Energy Environment Federal Politics Film Food Gender + Sexuality Health Housing Labour + Industry Local Economy Media Municipal Politics Music Photo Essays Podcasts Politics Rights + Justice Science + Tech Transportation Travel Urban Planning + Architecture News Culture Opinion National MediaCheck Solutions Join Craving crack civic election coverage? Help fund it... News Fired Researcher Who Killed Self Was Evaluating Drug Backed by Clark Anti-smoking treatment pushed by premier generated safety warnings. By Andrew MacLeod, 3 Oct 2014, TheTyee.ca   Tweet Harold Roderick MacIsaac took his life after health ministry fired him with others over allegations never proven and no longer pursued. His family wants a government apology as given to others. BC government quashed independent review of 'political' smoking cessation program BC to Pay for Anti-Smoking Drug that France Finds too Risky French government strikes controversial varenicline off its list as Premier Clark puts it on PharmaCare's. Fired Health Ministry Worker Found Dead Roderick MacIsaac was three days from the end of a co-op term when let go. Research Stopped by Ministry Might Have Cut Big Pharma Profits Fired or suspended employees were tied to projects designed to save public money. Read more: Health, The researcher who committed suicide after being fired from the British Columbia health ministry in 2012 was designing a way to evaluate a project that was one of Premier Christy Clark's pet initiatives and that included a drug that continues to generate serious safety warnings. New Democratic Party leader John Horgan raised the direct connection to Clark during a press conference at the legislature this week where Linda Kayfish, the sister of the late Roderick MacIsaac, said all she wants from the government is an apology for how her brother was treated. "It seems there'll be no day in court, just closed door settlements," said Kayfish. "I would ask [Clark] how she would feel if she was in my position, with no answers ... I cry a lot. I'm pretty sure nobody in this room, including our premier, would want to go through this." MacIsaac was among seven staff fired from the ministry as part of an investigation that then health minister Margaret MacDiarmid said involved inappropriate data sharing, contracts and undeclared potential conflicts of interest. Horgan said the government has been back-tracking ever since, with two of the employees settling wrongful dismissal and defamation suits out of court and returning to work at the ministry over the summer and a third recently receiving an out of court settlement that included a grudging apology. The deputy health minister at the time of the firings, Graham Whitmarsh, signed the dismissal letters but could not have made the decision to fire so many people in isolation, said Horgan. "He could not have undertaken a disciplinary action such as this, on the first day that Margaret MacDiarmid was minister of health, without approval from the highest level," he said. That would mean the deputy minister responsible for the public service, John Dyble, who is directly responsible to Clark, would have to have been involved, said Horgan. "Speaking to motivation is something we can only suggest to you. The answers to those questions I would argue lie with Mr. Dyble and Premier Clark." Premier needs to explain: Horgan Horgan did, however, note that MacIsaac was working on a way to assess the smoking cessation program that Clark had promised in her leadership run and that she launched in 2011. That program included funding for nicotine replacement therapies in gum and patch form, but also for the prescription drugs varenicline, which is sold as Champix, and buproprion, which is available in generic form or under the brand name Zyban. "There has been speculation about Champix, the smoking cessation drug," said Horgan when asked about motivations. "The premier made a bold announcement about Champix and smoking cessation being a cornerstone, a direction was given to get some data, there had been a preliminary review of income assistance recipients in 2007 ... There is some speculation that might have been the connection." He noted, however, that other researchers who were fired were studying the over prescription of anti-psychotic drugs to children and seniors, as well as drugs used to treat Alzheimer's disease. "I would hope [Dyble] and premier Clark would have something to say about what was the motivation of the government at that time," Horgan said. "If the premier can't answer today for what she's done to Linda and [her husband] Doug and their family, and other familes in this case, then we're certainly going to be talking about it next week when the house resumes." A spokesperson for the premier said, "What happened to Mr. MacIsaac is sad beyond words and what his family must be enduring is terrible," but that otherwise he couldn't comment on an ongoing personnel matter. A few days after the press conference, the government announced health minister Terry Lake has asked deputy minister Stephen Brown to send a letter to MacIsaac's family "conveying the government's apology ... for terminating his employment, given his status as a co-op student and under the supervision of ministry staff." The letter would also express "sympathy and condolences for the stress and sadness that they have endured" as a result of MacIsaac's death. The government also announced that Lynda Tarras, the head of the Public Service Agency, would head a review of the steps taken during the investigation and how decisions were made. The PSA has engaged Marcia McNeil, who has a background in labour relations law, for the review. The announcement said the report would be completed by Oct. 31 and made public shortly after that. Lots of warnings At the time that Champix was being considered for funding in B.C. it was already the subject of warnings elsewhere. The Tyee reported that France stopped paying for the drug publicly and both Health Canada and the Food and Drug Administration in the United States issued warnings about the drug. The warnings included that Champix doubled the risk for patients with cardiovascular disease of having a heart attack or other related trouble to two percent, and that "there have been reports in some patients of unusual feelings of agitation, depressed mood, hostility, changes in behaviour, or impulsive or disturbing thoughts such as thoughts of self-harm or harm to others." The September, 2014, newsletter from the Institute for Safe Medication Practices took another look at Champix, or varenicline, and found the concerns continue. Looking at reports of adverse reactions from 2007 to 2013, the authors said, "varenicline accounted for more reported cases of suicidal and homicidal thoughts than any other drug, and by a large margin." Varenicline was also associated with acts of attempted and completed suicide, they found. "Since 2007 varenicline was the primary suspect drug in 293 cases of completed suicide and 490 cases of attempted suicide." The report advocated adding stronger warning labels on the drug. The authors noted that safety concerns had taken "a major toll" on the sales and prescriptions of varenicline, which according to health information provider IMS Health had declined by 73 percent since 2008 from 1.9 million prescriptions to 520,000. They also said more than 3,000 patients had sued Pfizer Inc., the maker of varenicline, "over psychiatric side effects that included suicide, psychosis and violence. On the eve of the first potential trial in open court with batteries of experts on both sides prepared to testify, Pfizer opted to pay most claimants rather than try even a small group of bellwether cases." "Quitting smoking, with or without treatment, may be associated with nicotine withdrawal symptoms (including depression or agitation) or exacerbation of pre-existing psychiatric disorder," said a statement from a Pfizer spokesperson responding to a request for comment on the ISMP report. "Pfizer stands behind the benefit/risk profile of Champix." The report is based on adverse events reported after the drug was approved and put on the market, she said. "These reports do not always establish a cause and effect relationship between a medicine and a reported adverse event. Because adverse events reported in post-marketing experience are reported voluntarily from a population of uncertain size, it is not always possible to reliably estimate their frequency or establish a causal relationship to drug exposure." The spokesperson noted that tobacco is a major public health issue and that the Canadian Centre on Substance Abuse estimates smoking contributes to over 37,000 deaths in Canada each year. Champix is approved as a smoking cessation treatment in 101 countries and has been prescribed to over 20 million people worldwide, she said. It is unclear how Clark's promotion of Champix in B.C. has affected sales in the province. The Tyee requested that information, along with figures for other smoking cessation products, from the health ministry last week. A spokesperson said Wednesday that they are double checking the numbers before releasing them. The Tyee reported last year that in June, 2012, the government decided not to allow the independent drug research body at UBC, the Therapeutics Initiative, to review the smoking cessation program since it had become "political." MacIsaac, who Kayfish said cared for their mother when she was dying from lung cancer, was designing a way to conduct that review within the ministry when he and the other researchers were fired. Read more: Health, Andrew MacLeod is The Tyee's Legislative Bureau Chief in Victoria. Find him on Twitter or reach him here.   Tweet What have we missed? What do you think? We want to know. Comment below. Keep in mind: Do: Verify facts, debunk rumours Add context and background Spot typos and logical fallacies Highlight reporting blind spots Ignore trolls Treat all with respect and curiosity Connect with each other Do not: Use sexist, classist, racist or homophobic language Libel or defame Bully or troll Troll patrol. Instead, flag suspect activity. Please enable JavaScript to view the comments powered by Disqus. comments powered by Disqus LNG a chance, not a windfall, says BC throne speech Postmedia could soon own almost every English newspaper in Canada. What could possibly go wrong? VIEW: Voting for your principles is 'strategic voting' Petition opposes BC's 'potential muzzling' of non-profits More troubles for BC's big LNG plans Tirade at Tyee by immigration minister's top aide analyzed tweet by tweet Government slow to respond to FOIs? No need to tell Bob Mackin Converting ferries to LNG will save money, reduce fares: CEO See more » Tyee Video Picks Submitted by Tyee staff, Today Last chance to see 'The Vancouver Asahi' baseball story at VIFF. Where do these videos come from? From you. Suggest one here! Most Popular Can 'Cuisine' Make a Better School Lunch? Don't Give Postmedia More Local Monopolies What I Saw with a German Tour of the Oilsands Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign First Nations 'Front and Centre Now': Pierre Christy Clark's No Pro at LNG Poker For Kids, the Meal Is the Message How Much Do You Trust Canada's Wireless Giants? Most Emailed Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign For Kids, the Meal Is the Message Understanding Harper's Evangelical Mission Who'd Be a School Trustee in 2014? Why New Euro-Canada Treaty Is a Gift to Oil Firms BC Filmmaking Duo Passes the Acid Test We Must Heed Naomi Klein's Call China Deal Trumps Province, First Nations on Energy Projects: Treaty Expert Fired Researcher Who Killed Self Was Evaluating Drug Backed by Clark Climate Warriors Must Forge Stronger Alliances, Now Reported Elsewhere Postmedia could soon own almost every English newspaper in Canada (via DeSmog) Petronas CEO warns of 15-year delay to BC LNG project (via G&M) BC government apologizes for firing worker who later killed himself (via the Victoria Times-Colonist) From Tibet to Taiwan, China's outer regions watch Hong Kong protests intently (via the New York Times) It's a shame Jean-Claude Duvalier died a free man, says ex-UN prosecutor (via CBC News) Vancouver's cabbies take aim at Uber (via The Province) Keurig's coffee supremacy challenged by Canadian firm (via Yahoo! News) North and South Korea 'agree to talks' (via BBC News) See more » Your BC: The Tyee's Photo Pool Join The Tyee's Flickr group » View previous selections » Most Commented What I Saw with a German Tour of the Oil Sands (132 comments) Meet the People Who Made Possible Stephen Harper's Reign (76 comments) 'The Environment Is the Economy': MP Weston (106 comments) Fired Researcher Who Killed Self Was Evaluating Drug Backed by Clark (57 comments) Climate Warriors Must Forge Stronger Alliances, Now (53 comments) ISIS Threat: Let's Refuse to be Scared (79 comments) We Must Heed Naomi Klein's Call (309 comments) Christy Clark's No Pro at LNG Poker (38 comments) Six Steps to Protect Canadians from Flaws in China Trade Deal (128 comments) How Labour Unions Make Us Healthier (31 comments) About The Tyee National Pool Contributors Advertise Contact Funding Jobs Master Classes Privacy Policy Submissions Support The Tyee News Culture Opinion National Mediacheck Solutions Video Publications Tyee News Weekly Archives The Hook Other BC Blogs Reported Elsewhere Steve Burgess Murray Dobbin Michael Geist Crawford Kilian Rafe Mair Andrew Nikiforuk Shannon Rupp Bill Tieleman Dorothy Woodend Follow The Tyee Subscribe by email Subscribe by RSS Tyee Mobile App Managed Hosting by Gossamer Threads × Share article via email Send this article to: Your email address: Your message: Would you like to receive The Tyee's headlines free by email? Yes, every day. Yes, once a week. I already subscribe. No, thanks. Submit Show form again » Close)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/BCTF-research.aspx?id=19762&printPage=true,bctf>High autonomy and high accountability: Change in the air for the English and Welsh school systems? September 30, 2009  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > BCTF Research > BCTF-Research List > 2009-10 Archives High autonomy and high accountability: Change in the air for the English and Welsh school systems? Mike Baker, in the BBC Internet News, reported on a new “white paper” presented to the UK Parliament in June, 2009 titled “Your child, your schools, our future: Building a 21st century school system.” UK white papers serve to announce a government’s intentions with legislation to follow. The article described increased central government control and micro-managing of schools over the last 30 years, regardless of the government in power. Baker argues that a series of major shifts occurred, from high teacher autonomy and low system accountability (30 years ago) to high system accountability and low teacher autonomy (today). What’s of interest in the white paper is a major shift back towards increasing teacher autonomy and changing accountability structures and practices. Thus, Baker argues, there may be a shift towards greater autonomy and high, but more sophisticated, approaches to accountability using broader measures than standardized tests: There is growing realization…that a more desirable combination is high autonomy and high accountability. So schools and teachers should be trusted more: trusted to devise their own curriculum, their own teaching styles, and their own forms of assessment. But the price of that freedom is strong accountability. But an accountability that is more intelligent than the rather crude measures we have had until now, which have distorted school behaviours. The white paper reviews the abandonment of some system-wide standardized tests and reduced prescription by the government in terms of delivery of literacy and numeracy lessons. Teachers in England and Wales are being given increased autonomy in how they deliver national curriculum. School league tables will be “superseded” by a form of report card which would include a much wider range of indicators than test scores. The 103-page white paper also proposes more stringent requirements for teacher licensing, renewable every five years, with a requirement that, in the future, all teachers will take a Master’s degree in teaching and learning. To encourage teachers to stay and work in “challenging schools,” teachers will be awarded a $20,000 bonus after 3 years, a bonus somewhat euphemistically termed a “golden handcuff.” Mike Baker regards this white paper as signalling a significant shift in government thinking and policies, in efforts to maintain but change the nature of accountability while also granting more teacher autonomy. While the measure of its success will not be known until implementation, this report indicates one more systemic shift away from micro-management and reduced teacher autonomy. How big a shift remains to be seen, especially as the Labour government’s tenure may be limited. Sources: BBC Internet News, July 5, 2009 http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/uk_news/education/8133820.stm (retrieved September 24, 2009) Department for Children, Schools and Families. (June, 2009). “Your child, your schools, our future: Building a 21st century school system.” London: UK. http://publications.dcsf.gov.uk/default.aspx?PageFunction=productdetails&PageMode=publications&ProductId=Cm+7588 (retrieved September 24, 2009) Submitted by Charlie Naylor, BCTF Research, cnaylor@bctf.ca September 30, 2009 This item will be saved on the BCTF’s website in a list archive, at http://www.bctf.ca/publications/BCTF-research.aspx.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=24223,BCTF News Releases  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources   For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development News Release Archives 2014  2013  2012    2011 2010  2009  2008 2007  2006  Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2011 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  October 26, 2011 Unfortunate that voice of teachers is diminished on new council: BCTF  It is regrettable that the voice of teachers will be diminished on the new BC Teachers’ Council, but a new clarity on the body’s mandate is welcome, BC Teachers’ Federation President Susan Lambert said today. Bill 12, The Teachers Act, repeals the former Teaching Profession Act and dissolves the BC College of Teachers. It will be replaced with a new council with a more focused mandate, including setting standards for certification of teachers, approval of teacher education programs at universities, and adjudication of serious disciplinary matters. “This new clarity on the mandate of the council is welcomed by the BCTF, although its structures do not address all of the concerns we raised in meetings with Education Minister George Abbott,” Lambert said. Today’s legislation was prompted by a fact-finder’s report that cited cases of individuals with criminal records being allowed to begin teaching or continue working in the classroom. “The allegation by some that the Federation used its influence on the college to protect unethical teachers is completely unfounded,” Lambert said. She noted that in a series of meetings with the former and current ministers of education, the BCTF called upon them to investigate the cases cited. This request was turned down each and every time. “Although the BCTF doesn’t have the ability to investigate these cases ourselves, we do know that at least one was adjudicated during the period when the college was comprised entirely of government-appointed councillors, not BCTF-endorsed ones,” Lambert said. Teachers hope that the new council and its structures within the Ministry of Education will be able to put these issues in the past and earn public confidence. “Teachers, more than anyone, are invested in maintaining high standards of professional practice and ethical conduct. It’s in all of our interests for there to be fair, transparent and effective processes to discipline and, if necessary, decertify any teacher who violates the trust that society places in us to safeguard and teach the next generation,” Lambert said. -  30  - For more information, contact Nancy Knickerbocker, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell). Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=20156&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2009 Teacher Newsmagazine  Volume 22, Number 3, November/December 2009  BCTF Advantage program marketplace By Patti McLaughlin Many of you had the opportunity to meet the principal partners in the Advantage Program at this year’s AGM, and more recently, at Summer Conference. BCAA, Industrial Alliance Pacific, Ellis Mortgages, and Daniel Lavery Realty, were present at those venues to meet members and explain their offerings. However, the Advantage Program is now in the process of developing a rather different side to its offerings. On the homepage, under the masthead, are several navigational links (Google BCTF Advantage Program). Have a look at what’s new in the “Marketplace.” Under this link, the Advantage Program is sponsoring discounts and incentives offered by businesses throughout the province—available to all Advantage Program members. The Advantage Program Subcommittee: Jeff Dunton, (Abbotsford), Laurence Greeff (Langley), and Drusilla Wilson (Maple Ridge) have been working hard to launch the marketplace offerings, and to begin the process of attracting businesses that have a sincere interest in offering discounts and incentives to our Advantage Program participants. Some of the offers available by Marketplace partners will be available province-wide, purchases being made online. Others, because of the nature of the service, will be available only to those in close proximity, who can access the business directly. On the Marketplace page, members can access a direct link to the businesses. We are very pleased to introduce this first round of new marketplace partners. All of them are businesses that have a track record of being teacher-friendly, and supportive of the work teachers do. The offerings are quite eclectic, and we hope this first group will have widespread appeal. The subcommittee will continue its work of finding businesses to join the marketplace. However, if you are aware of local businesses, (only those not teacher-owned or operated), that would be interested in participating, please inform the program co-ordinator, Patti McLaughlin (pmclaughlin@bctf.ca). In the meantime, please visit the website and have a look at what is available. The Advantage program invites you to visit the website at www.bctfadvantage.ca to check out the great deals and opportunities from all of our partners. New partners Baaad Anna’s Wool Shop—eco-friendly yarns, supplies, classes Black Bond Books—Independent Booksellers in person & online Bobo Baby & Bobo Kids—manufacturers of organic/kosher baby & children’s food Erik Stevens, RMT—therapeutic massage therapy Etico Coffee—purveyors of fair trade, organic coffee GardenWorks—retail garden centres providing plants, advice, home accessories MD Cosmetic & Laser Clinic—Cosmetic and Laser skin care treatments SPUD—Local, organic food delivered to your home Suzanne Bell Fashions—innovative plus-size women’s fashions Hot summer deal winner! Congratulations to Diane Green of Powell River (School District 47), the winner of the “Hot Summer Deal” promotion through the BCTF Advantage program. Between July 1 and September 30, every BCTF Advantage member who took advantage of Ellis Mortgages Canada’s services received a $150 gift certificate from Home Depot as well as an entry in a final draw for the Grand Prize. Diane Green won the Grand Prize of a gift certificate worth $1,500!)
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(20140930,www.bcpsea.bc.ca,http://www.bcpsea.bc.ca/documents/20101228_023833986_ohs2009-09.html,Untitled Document | BCPSEA | OHS HOME | ISSUE 2009-10: October 23, 2009 In This Issue H1N1, Undue Hazard and Refusal of Unsafe Work   Quick Links Refusal of Unsafe Work Flow Chart WorkSafeBC has recently updated a number of their forms: Form 6: Application for compensation and report of injury or occupational disease Form 6A: Worker's report of injury or occupational disease to employer Form 7: Employer's report of injury or occupational disease Copies of all the WorkSafeBC forms can be found here WorkSafeBC Questions If you have questions about the issues raised in this newsletter, or any health, safety or wellness issue, please contact Mark Grabas at 604.730.4509 or markg@bcpsea.bc.ca H1N1, Undue Hazard and Refusal of Unsafe Work As you may have heard, in at least one district, some pregnant teachers have walked away from their classrooms asserting that it is unsafe for them to be in the workplace due to the potential for H1N1. A worker can only refuse unsafe work when that person has reasonable cause to believe that to carry out their work would create an undue hazard to the health and safety of any person. With specific reference to H1N1, where a school has an effective Exposure Control Plan (ECP), it is unlikely that an undue hazard would exist. In fact, compared with the community at large, a school with an ECP is likely safer. WorkSafeBC's position is that a broadly communicated and effective ECP based on risk assessment as required by the Occupational Health and Safety Regulation provides the strongest protection for workers.  For an ECP to be considered effective: The ECP must be written and available for review; The ECP must be distributed to all staff; The ECP must be communicated to all staff; Staff must be trained on the requirements and procedures of the ECP; and The employer must ensure the ECP is functioning as intended. An updated ECP template is included below. Right to Refuse Unsafe Work WorkSafeBC is currently accepting the medical perspective of the Public Health Agency of Canada (PHAC) and the BC Ministry of Health, including: “It's important that people continue their daily lives during the pandemic. PHAC doesn't recommend that anyone avoid going to work or community social events if they are healthy.” With regard to the right to refuse unsafe work, there is a process that must be followed when Section 3.12 of the Regulation is invoked. WorkSafeBC does not become part of the process until the steps defined in the Regulation have been followed and exhausted. Each refusal is assessed on a case by case basis. The general principle for a 3.12 being upheld by a Prevention Officer would be the worker in question being exposed to an “undue hazard.” However, given that the current Influenza H1N1 is primarily a community-acquired infection and teaching staff are at no greater risk of contracting the infection than others in the community, determining that the workplace represents an undue risk of exposure to the current Influenza H1N1 pandemic would prove challenging. Updated Exposure Control Plan Following is an updated template for an ECP. The plan has been updated to reflect the current understanding of H1N1 and recommendations by WorkSafeBC. Please take this opportunity to review your current ECP and modify it as required. Purpose The district is committed to providing a safe and healthy workplace for all of our staff and students. A combination of measures will be used to minimize staff and student exposure to the H1N1 Influenza. Our work procedures will protect not only our staff, but all staff and students who enter our facilities. All staff must follow the procedures outlined in this plan in order to prevent or reduce exposure to the H1N1 Influenza. Facts About H1N1 Influenza Symptoms Seasonal flu affects people to varying degrees, with symptoms including headache, fever, fatigue, sore throat, and runny nose. In some cases, secondary infections such as pneumonia may develop. Symptoms of H1N1 influenza are likely to include high fever (higher than 38°C) and a cough. Transmission The BC Centre for Disease Control advises that influenza is communicable for 24 hours before the onset of symptoms and 3–5 days afterward (this may be longer in some children and some adults). H1N1 influenza is spread in the same way that seasonal influenza is spread. Exposure to the virus may occur in a variety of ways, including the following: Shaking hands with an infected person or touching a surface contaminated with the virus, followed by touching one’s eyes, nose, or mouth Infectious droplets (from a coughing or sneezing person) landing in the eye or onto the mucosa (moist inner surfaces) of the nose or mouth Breathing infectious airborne droplets or particles (from coughing, sneezing, or aerosol-generating medical procedures on infected patients) Sharing food items or utensils with an infected person. Responsibilities Administrators and Supervisors Contact has been made with the [Insert Your Health Authority] to seek advice on what to communicate to parents and staff regarding the current H1N1 Influenza situation. We will keep in regular contact with [Insert Your Health Authority] and follow any “directives” provided by the Provincial Health Officer.  The school district Superintendent will work closely and directly with their regional medical health officers and the Provincial Health Officer in each instance where a school closure is being considered. Staff and Students Influenza is caused by viruses, and is generally spread when an infected person coughs or sneezes. Here are six simple precautions: Stay home when you’re sick or have influenza symptoms. Get plenty of rest and check with a health care provider as needed. Avoid close contact with people who are sick. If you are sick, keep your distance from others to protect them from getting sick. Cover your mouth and nose with a tissue when coughing or sneezing, and throw the tissue away immediately. It may prevent those around you from getting sick. Wash your hands. Washing your hands often will help protect you from getting sick. When soap and water are not available, use alcohol-based disposable hand wipes or gel sanitizers. Avoid touching your eyes, nose or mouth. You can become ill by touching a surface contaminated with germs and then touching your eyes, nose or mouth. Practice other good health habits. Get plenty of sleep, be physically active, manage stress, drink plenty of fluids, eat nutritious foods, and avoid smoking, which may increase the risk of serious consequences if you do contract the flu. If you have an influenza-like illness, stay home from work or school and limit contact with others to keep from infecting them. See a health care provider if your symptoms become worse but call ahead of time to let them know you have an influenza-like illness. Education and Training Workers will receive training in the following: The risk of exposure to H1N1 influenza and the signs and symptoms of the disease. Safe work procedures to be followed, including hand washing and cough/sneeze etiquette. Location of washing facilities, including dispensing stations for alcohol-based hand rubs. How to report an exposure to or symptoms of the H1N1 influenza. Washing your hands often will help protect you from germs. Wash with soap and water or clean with alcohol-based hand cleaner. When you wash your hands — with soap and warm water — wash for 15 to 20 seconds. When soap and water are not available, non-alcohol-based disposable hand wipes or gel sanitizers may be used. If using gel, rub your hands until the gel is dry. The gel doesn't need water to work. Wash your hands immediately: Before leaving a work area After handling materials that may be contaminated Before eating, drinking, smoking, handling contact lenses, or applying makeup. Cough/Sneeze Etiquette All staff and students are expected to follow cough/sneeze etiquette, which is a combination of measures that minimizes the transmission of diseases via droplet or airborne routes. Cough/sneeze etiquette includes the following: Educate workers in control measures, including hand washing. Post signs at entry points to instruct everyone about control measures. Cover your mouth and nose with a sleeve or tissue when coughing or sneezing. Use tissues to contain secretions, and dispose of them promptly in a waste container. Turn your head away from others when coughing or sneezing. Wash hands regularly. If Staff or Students Show Symptoms of Influenza If staff or students are ill with influenza, they should stay home. If they develop symptoms of influenza while at school or work, they should leave the school or workplace. Schools should promptly isolate students or staff who become ill with symptoms of influenza while in school in a room/area separate from others with adequate supervision until they can go home. To help prevent transmission, good respiratory and hand hygiene practices are recommended as well as, to the extent possible, having the ill children stay two metres away from others. If people are not typically trained in the proper use of masks and considering the potential risk of infection associated with improper mask use, the use of masks in the school/daycare setting is not recommended. If trained, during isolation a surgical mask may be used as described in the section “Use of surgical masks.” Schools will follow the protocols in place to notify parents/guardians if their child becomes ill with influenza while at school. Children who become ill with influenza while at school will be sent home with their parent or guardian and not travel on school buses. If there is no other option and the child must ride a school bus, it is recommended that staff ensure the child sits on a seat by themselves and is able to cover their mouth and nose with a tissue. Staff and students should only return to school or the workplace once they have recovered from influenza and no longer show symptoms. Staff should inform their manager or supervisor if they are ill with influenza. Use of surgical masks A surgical mask is a protective barrier that is worn on the face, covers at least the nose and mouth, and is used to contain large droplets generated during coughing and sneezing by the person using the mask. Surgical masks help minimize the spread of potentially infected material from the wearer to other people. Under some circumstances (for example, when a student is ill with influenza and isolated prior to being picked up by their parents), some staff may be required to work with someone who shows signs of influenza. These staff should either: Wear surgical masks and reinforce that the student practice cough/sneeze etiquette to avoid infecting other workers and students; or Have the student wear a surgical mask and practice cough/sneeze etiquette to avoid infecting other workers and students. Health Monitoring Staff will promptly report any symptoms of the H1N1 influenza to their manager/supervisor and the first aid attendant. Record Keeping The district will keep records of instruction and training provided to workers regarding the H1N1 influenza, as well as reports of exposure and first aid records. Latest Updates Updates on the impact of the outbreak in BC are being provided regularly by the Ministry of Healthy Living and Sport and the Ministry of Health Services; this information is also available on the Ministry of Education website. Please visit these websites for the most current and factual information about the swine flu outbreak. If you have questions about the health situation in your district, you can call HealthLink BC at 8-1-1, 24 hours a day/seven days a week. Additional information on the swine influenza outbreak is also available through HealthLink BC. Annual Review This Exposure Control Plan will be reviewed at least annually and updated as new and updated information is made available. Exposure Control Plan Review History Reviewer Date of review [Author/editor/approver of first draft] [Date of first draft’s implementation] [Author/editor/reviewer approver of second draft] [Date of second draft’s implementation] BC Public School Employers' Association 400 – 1333 West Broadway, Vancouver BC V6H 4C1 Tel: 604.730.0739   Fax: 604.730.0787    www.bcpsea.bc.ca    Privacy Statement)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=10140,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2003 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 5, April 2003 Wellness in Powell River by Gerry Brach A recent employee-family-assistance-program-sponsored contest garnered widespread support in the many worksites throughout the Powell River School District. Employees were challenged to bike, jog, or walk for wellness, and they responded by accumulating more than 6,700 hours of participation! From the bus garage to every school, 260 employees took up the challenge and sought both traditional and unique ways of obtaining physical activity. Worksites pulled together in a common cause that improved both staff morale and physical activity levels. By the end of the two-month contest, healthy exercise patterns had been established or strengthened. Some worksites are continuing the contest unofficially by setting staff exercise goals and celebrating their successes. All participants were winners, but the official winning site was Special Services, at the board office. The eight ultrafit exercise afficionados accumulated 368.5 hours of participation. Vernon Currie, Joan Buckett, Karen Hopkins, Rita John, Stephanie Keane, Mike Leahy, Theresa Verdiel, and Daphne Wilson received a $150 gift basket prepared by Word of Mouth Catering students from Westview Learning Centre. All participants received a complimentary recreation-complex swim pass. The hope of our EFAP committee was that employees would learn more about the many benefits of a wellness lifestyle. For more information about the wellness contest, go to sd47.bc.ca/staff/contest.html. Gerry Brach is a home-hospital/ special needs teacher in Powell River, gbrach@sd47.bc.ca Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141007,www.huffingtonpost.ca,http://www.huffingtonpost.ca/ashley-mackenzie/bc-teacher-classrooms_b_5858814.html?utm_hp_ref=tw,I Refuse To Stop Spending My Own Money On My Classroom | Ashley D. MacKenzie View mobile site October 7, 2014 Huffpost Canada British Columbia ca Edition: ca Show/Hide Brasil BR Canada CA Deutschland DE España ES France FR Italia IT 日本 (Japan) JP 한국 (Korea) KR Maghreb MG United Kingdom UK United States US Region: BC Show/Hide All Canada Alberta British Columbia Québec (en français) Follow Newsletters Get Canada British ColumbiaNewsletters Email address Enter Email Address Huffington Post Search Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search iOS app Android app More Log in Create Account Notifications 0 $USERNAME Profile Settings Logout FRONT PAGE Politics Ford Still Doesn't Understand Racism 51 Kenney Posts Photos Of Iraqi Children To Make Case For ISIL Airstrikes 91 Clinton: Canadian Help In ISIL Fight 'Indispensable' 44 Unvetted Judge Joins Supreme Court 42 Canada Sends Advance Team To Middle East 109 Go to Politics More in Politics The Pulse Stephen Harper You Might Also Like US Politics UK Politics Business Porn Company Has A Raunchy Deal For Air Canada Pilots 3 Sun News Just Lost Its Main Source Of Content; What Now? 48 Canadian Cities Surprisingly Unpopular Destinations For Workers 0 This Is How You Rack Up U.S. Roaming Charges While In Canada 14 Look What China Might Actually Build 47 Go to Business More in Business Small Business Money You Might Also Like Tech TechCrunch Autoblog WorldPost Spanish Nurse First To Contract Ebola Outside West Africa 518 It's Been 3 Weeks Since Anyone's Seen Kim And Rumors Are Swirling 91 3 New Findings On ISIS Weapons That You Should Know About 0 Kurds Face Massacre In Syrian Border Town As Turkey Just Watches 334 American Held Hostage By ISIS: 'I Am Obviously Pretty Scared To Die' 70 Go to WorldPost More in WorldPost Foreign Affairs World Elections Arab Uprising Afghanistan War Syria Crisis You Might Also Like Travel Impact Living 100 Pumpkin Carvings That Will Inspire You 0 Fried Maple Leaves Are A Delicacy In Japan, And We're Jealous 6 WATCH: HuffPost Readers School Us On Toronto's Real Must-Eats 2 Toronto Dubbed Fourth Most Livable City In The World 0 33 Signs You Live In Liberty Village 1 Go to Living You Might Also Like Healthy Living Food Recipes Divorce Women Parentdish Green Post50 Weddings Style Best Halloween Costumes For Men And Women 0 Most Offensive Products In Retail 3 Canadian Model Coco Rocha Is Pregnant! 4 LOOK: Matthew McConaughey Wears 'Dazed And Confused' T-Shirt 1 Go to Style More in Style Beauty Fashion Celeb Style Entertaining and Etiquette Stylelist Canada Wedding Style Home Style You Might Also Like Style (U.S.) Weddings Stylelist Canada Entertainment Kris Jenner Opens Up About The Late Robert Kardashian 6 Blake Lively Is Pregnant! 30 Mariah Carey Proves She's Not Lip-Synching 42 Is This Where George Clooney And Amal Alamuddin Honeymooned? 7 Pregnant Kelly Rowland Poses Topless In Black And White Photo Shoot 2 Go to Entertainment You Might Also Like Music Celebrity TV Moviefone Arts The Glamorous History Of Pin-Up Like You've Never Seen It Before 3 1 Here Are A Bunch Of F*cking Delightful Artsy Cat Photos. You're Welcome. 3 This Is What It Really Looks Like To Be A Modern Day Nun 8 New Animation-Inspired Art Show Will Make You Yearn For Saturday Morning Cartoons 0 Go to Arts You Might Also Like Books Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Religion Alberta 20 Puppies Found Abandoned In Field 6 Anti-Abortion Postcard Targets Tory MP.. Again 26 Mystery 'GPO Girl' Turns Up In Calgary 0 Jim Prentice: Time A Critical Factor In Alberta Worker Shortage 12 Go to Alberta More in Alberta Alberta Politics Alberta Business Alison Redford Calgary Edmonton British Columbia B.C. Teen Killed By Train Was Wearing Headphones, Texting: RCMP 13 Anthem Singer's Fall Is Lesson In Showmanship 3 Pastafarian Loses B.C. Driver's Licence Over Holy Colander 0 Elderly Asian Women Attacked In Vancouver 0 Lawyers Of Convicted Surrey Six Gangsters Want Mistrial 3 Go to British Columbia More in British Columbia B.C. Politics B.C. Business Christy Clark Vancouver All Sections News Canada Politics Canada Business US Politics US Business World Media Sports Education Crime Weird News Good News Daily Finance Entertainment Entertainment Music TV Celebrity Comedy Arts Books Moviefone Life & Style Living Style Home Healthy Living Taste Weddings Travel Parents Divorce HuffPost 50 Marlo Thomas OWN Tech & Science Tech Science Green Techcrunch Engadget TUAW Joystiq Voices Impact Women Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Religion College Teen Local Quebec (French) Calgary Montreal Ottawa Toronto Vancouver Winnipeg Mapquest Patch.com Our Mobile Apps: iPhone iPad HuffPost Live iPad Android Phone Android Tablet British Columbia B.C. Politics B.C. Business Christy Clark Vancouver Anthem Singer's Fall Is Lesson In Showmanship 2014-10-05 23:32:54 Pastafarian Loses B.C. Driver's Licence Over Holy Colander 2014-10-06 20:10:58 45 Signs You're A Vancouver Canucks Fan 2014-10-04 00:27:49 B.C. Teen Killed By Train Was Wearing Headphones, Texting: RCMP 2014-10-07 02:49:46 Elderly Asian Women Attacked In Vancouver 2014-10-06 17:25:49 When It Comes to Jumbo Glacier Resort, All Questions Lead Back To Powerful Minister 2014-10-06 15:46:02 Aldergrove School Playground Condemned 2014-10-06 17:50:31 This Derelict Van 'Home' Costs $550/Month To Rent In B.C. 2014-10-03 16:05:46 LOOK: Stunning Scenes By B.C.'s October Photographer 2014-10-03 14:22:55 Vancouver Mom Who Killed Her 2 Babies Sentenced 2014-10-07 13:46:41 LOOK: Old Vancouver Bank's New Life 2014-10-03 17:52:32 Premier Denies Downplaying B.C. LNG Expectations 2014-10-06 20:57:52 Recognize This Photo? Here's The Story Behind It 2014-10-03 16:58:41 Lawyers Of Convicted Surrey Six Gangsters Want Mistrial 2014-10-06 18:59:52 Petronas Threatens To Delay B.C. LNG Project By A Decade 2014-10-06 14:02:15 Previous Story Next Story The Blog Featuring fresh takes and real-time analysis from HuffPost's signature lineup of contributors Ashley D. MacKenzie Become a fan High School Teacher Email I Refuse To Stop Spending My Own Money On My Classroom Posted: 09/22/2014 12:28 pm EDT Updated: 09/22/2014 12:59 pm EDT Sara Harowitz/HuffPost B.C. Share Tweet Email Comment tumblr reddit One of the issues that came to light with the months of job action that just ended was how much teachers subsidize the education system. Many teachers have shared photos of how bare their rooms look when they remove all of the supplies that they've purchased with their own money -- with no reimbursement or tax credit. With the exposure of how much money teachers are actually contributing to their classes, there has come a call for us to stop. For teachers to stop supporting a system that isn't supporting them. For us to refuse to spend our own money on supplies for our classes. For teachers to work only with what we're provided. And I appreciate the sentiment behind the initiative. I agree that showing how little is actually in a room can be an effective visual, and that it illustrates just how much teachers prop up our public education system. But today, I packed my fifth box of supplies to move into my classroom. I've already taken two in. I'll haul three more up to the third floor tomorrow. And I'll add another four or so by the end of the week. Because it's not just stuff. Who I am as a teacher is in those boxes. Yes, I could teach Shakespeare without decorating my room with posters that encourage creativity. I don't need to display ticket stubs and pictures that help me teach literary terms by using real world anecdotes. I could rely only on the questions in textbooks and not bother with interactive teaching techniques found in my own professional library. But I don't want to. And, sure, I could teach verb conjugation using only a whiteboard and marker. I don't need to help kinesthetic learners by developing dice games, or cater to visual learners by colour coding parts of speech with Popsicle sticks. I could teach exactly at the textbook tells me to -- even if it bores me. But I won't. I've bought posters and decorations because I find bland rooms unwelcoming. Sterile. And I don't want to spend my days in a room that doesn't stimulate or motivate me. I doubt my students would like to, either. And sometimes, the things that I've bought help me to save time, allowing me to focus on the bigger picture and keep my workload manageable. Other times, I've bought things to help me stay organized. Still others, I've bought supplies for creative lessons that I don't have to do, but that I know my students will enjoy. Really, I've purchased my own supplies because they make me a better teacher. So, while I understand the motivation behind living in a bare space to show how inadequate current education funding is, I won't do it. Because supplies aren't just there to fill a room or make it look pretty. Every item that I bring into my room is there for a purpose, whether it's to create a friendly space, encourage communication, help students learn, or keep me organized so I can be at my best. Yes, I've bought the materials in the boxes that I'll be hauling to work each day this week. And yes, I sincerely wish that I hadn't had to go out of pocket to make sure that my students get the best education that I can give them. But I don't want to teach without my boxes and boxes of stuff. Because the way I teach is tied to those items. And the underfunding of public education in B.C. has already taken enough out of me. I refuse to let it take who I am as a teacher, too. RELATED ON HUFFPOST: Close  B.C. Clasrooms 2014 of   First day of school in September 2014. Here's what it looked like in September 2013, when I moved to my new school. I brought fifty boxes of my personal teaching supplies with me. I have been teaching for 23 years. — Joan Shannon Jung "Teachers take a day begrudgingly given to them by this government to get their classes ready. This was at the end of 9.5 hour day with a 20 minute lunch." "I have 3 degrees and find myself scrubbing desks and containers to make my room presentable for my students." "Back in June teachers at L'Ecole Bilingue (while on strike and during government lockout) had to scramble to finish packing our entire school as we were to start at our "swing site" in September. Our "old" school was scheduled to be torn down this fall due to seismic upgrading. Mid-August we received the news that our swing site was not ready and we are to start back at the old site! Keep in mind, not even a pencil was to be found at our old school." "Today, my colleagues and I spent the the first half at our swing site picking boxes we would need to last us until December! Not even half of them were returned today in time for us to unpack! Therefore, while other teachers throughout this province were lucky enough to set up their classrooms during this ONE day prep, we needed to go through this (see pics)." Send your B.C. classroom photos to bc@huffingtonpost.com We asked B.C. teachers to send us photos of their classrooms before and after items they bought were removed. "Top photo is of books in a #BCTeachers class, below shows all books removed that she paid for w/ own $" — Melanie Moore The teacher's classroom items in storage in her basement. "I've taught for five years in the Vancouver district, and I've already spent over $10,000 to set up my classroom. I know of more experienced teachers who have spent well over $20,000 in their career, and are still purchasing things each year." — Kindergarten teacher Support worker's desk. "The school ran out of proper desks so that's what she had to use." — Kindergarten teacher "All of the classroom resources that belong to me and are now at my house in storage." — Kindergarten teacher "All of the classroom resources that belong to me and are now at my house in storage." — Kindergarten teacher "What you do not see is the room's bare bones before your child's teacher came in over the summer and transformed it." — Carla Friesen "I have spent thousands of dollars to make my classroom a vibrant and amazing place for my students." — Megan Guenter "I have spent thousands of dollars to make my classroom a vibrant and amazing place for my students." — Megan Guenter "I spent almost $4,000 my first year teaching to start up my classroom." — Tracy Cramer "I spent almost $4,000 my first year teaching to start up my classroom." — Tracy Cramer "I spent almost $4,000 my first year teaching to start up my classroom." — Tracy Cramer "I spent almost $4,000 my first year teaching to start up my classroom." — Tracy Cramer "You see all the things I have bought for my classroom. Mats, carpet, pillows, chairs, bench, craft supplies, school supplies, lamps, etc. (yes, I know I don't have to make my class like this, but students love it and so do I). This year I spent a week of going into my class every day during the second week of August. I was there for about 5 hours every day making things perfect. Before that I draw floor plans of how I will organize furniture to best optimize my space." — Katrina Ling "I spend probably about $1000/ year on my classroom. It may be more; I'm afraid to add up the receipts. I spend more on my classroom than my own home. I do this willingly, as I want my class to feel like their classroom is their home for the year." — Katrina Ling "I provide my own personally made and personally bought teaching resources, educational games, puzzles, centre toys, supplementary craft items, etc. I share them with my teaching colleagues, and they share theirs with me." — Martha Lamarche "I take ingredients from my own family’s pantry and fridge so we can bake, make playdough, create senses-stimulating art projects, and learn about nutrition in a hands-on way. I am not compensated for the money I spend educating B.C. students as a result of government underfunding." — Martha Lamarche The teacher paid for everything inside the table. The teacher paid for everything inside the table. "An excellent education assistant... also enriches our classroom with items SHE finds at garage sales or thrift stores. She is not compensated for this, nor does she expect to be." — Martha Lamarche "An excellent education assistant... also enriches our classroom with items SHE finds at garage sales or thrift stores. She is not compensated for this, nor does she expect to be." — Martha Lamarche The yellow and blue bins belong to the teacher. The yellow and blue bins belong to the teacher. "The first picture is before I set up my class, the second after I set up part way through the year. Which classroom would you want your child to learn in? The government-'funded' one that claims no more money is needed or one that was subsidized by a so-called greedy teacher? Every dollar I spend in my classroom is a dollar I don't spend on my own kids, groceries or other bills. This is not the exception it's the norm. Teachers care." — Janelle "I have spent thousands subsidizing the system. I try to provide my students with books that appeal to their interest level as well as their reading level. This comes out of my earnings." — Gurjit Pattar "I constantly am keeping my eyes open for sales involving classroom resources and relevant reading materials. I've spent a small fortune on my personal library of professional resources." — Gurjit Pattar "Just one of my bookshelves after I took out the books I bought for my class just this year." — Jessica Hall "All the books I bought for my class this year, removed from the shelves. 806 in total." — Jessica Hall "With the exception of the table in the back, I brought in all this furniture for my classroom. I had been told there were not enough chairs in the district to have chairs in my classroom, so I went out and found them." — Jessica Hall "My underfunded grade 5/6 BC classroom stripped of everything I have purchased." — Staci Hutchinson "A sampling of teacher bought/made items, boxed up and ready to move to my new school — which I do on my own. Usually takes me the full last week of summer to set up my room. With the move this year I expect to spend three weeks." — Josie Zahn "I packed every single box, waited the entire summer to have it delivered, unpacked and set up my classroom including filling two file cabinets, hanging three bulletin boards, laminating and taping 23 name tags to desks and cloakroom cubbies, collecting exercise books and supplies, and finally stocking the painting easel with paints and the shelves with books... (not to mention dusting the blinds and scrubbing the sink)... the week before the start of school... on my own time." — Alison Smith "72 boxes/furniture items." — Alison Smith "What I walked in to when I first acquired my room and then what I turned it into." — Alycia Soukeroff "I walked into my new room mid-August and was shocked. There wasn't even a teacher desk or any books at all. I bought, scrounged and borrowed (mostly from my own kids) materials to make it work. Over the year many wonderful teachers passed on things to me that they had purchased and weren't using and retiring teachers happy to share their supplies." "I walked into my new room mid-August and was shocked. There wasn't even a teacher desk or any books at all. I bought, scrounged and borrowed (mostly from my own kids) materials to make it work. Over the year many wonderful teachers passed on things to me that they had purchased and weren't using and retiring teachers happy to share their supplies." "I walked into my new room mid-August and was shocked. There wasn't even a teacher desk or any books at all. I bought, scrounged and borrowed (mostly from my own kids) materials to make it work. Over the year many wonderful teachers passed on things to me that they had purchased and weren't using and retiring teachers happy to share their supplies." "I use the games to teach logic, spatial and sequential reasoning, and to have fun with math. In addition to the games, I bought a tablet, software for geometry, software for algebra, and software for posting grades on my website. The website is also paid for and maintained by me. The books and magazines in French in the background are also mine, and so is a classroom set of small whiteboards which I forgot to put in the picture." — French Immersion teacher "Spent over two thousand [dollars]." — Andrea Dove NEXT: B.C. Teachers' Strike 2014 Hundreds of B.C. teachers, parents and other union supporters rallied on the lawn of the B.C. legislature on June 16, 2014 in Victoria to protest against Premier Christy Clark and the government's latest contract offer. Click here for stories on the 2014 contract dispute. Members of the B.C. Federation of Labour and Canadian Labour Congress gather to support teachers outside Cambie Secondary School in Richmond, B.C. on June 2, 2014. Members of CUPE join teachers on the picket line at Mitchell Elementary in Richmond, B.C. on June 2, 2014. Union leaders speak to media on June 2, 2014 in Richmond, B.C. Teachers picket in West Kelowna on June 2, 2014. B.C. Teachers' Federal president Jim Iker speaks to teachers outside Princess Margaret School in Surrey on May 29, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Striking outside the Invergarry Adult Education Centre in Surrey, B.C. on May 29, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. B.C. Teachers' Federal president Jim Iker speaks to teachers outside Invergarry Adult Education Centre in Surrey on May 29, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers wave to supporters outside Valleyview Secondary School in Kamloops on May 28, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers picket in Kamloops on May 28, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. A student shows support for teachers in Kamloops on May 28, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. A teacher pickets on horseback in 150 Mile House on May 27, 2014. A sign posted on a classroom door at Vancouver Technical Secondary School. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers rally during rush hour in Kelowna on May 27, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Kelowna teachers wore pink and rallied from the city's overpasses on May 27, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. A sign of support for B.C. teachers from a house in Kelowna. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers in Richmond pass time on the 3:30 a.m. shift on the picket line on May 27, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Students and parents left a message for teachers in Richmond on May 27, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. On the picket line with an effigy of B.C. Premier Christy Clark at Kitsilano Secondary School on May 26, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. A student from City School speaks to a teacher on the picket line in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. On the picket line at Kitsilano Secondary School on May 26, 2014. Click here for more on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. A teacher on strike at Britannia Secondary School in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Click here for more on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers stand under the sign for Templeton High School in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Click here for more on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers on strike speak to a supporter outside Templeton Secondary School in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Ryan Tanabe, left, a teacher, and his father Rod Tanabe, a counsellor teacher at Killarney Secondary School, walk the picket line outside the school in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Click here for more on the B.C. teachers contract dispute. Teachers in the central Okanagan were part of rotating strikes on May 27, 2014. These are educators from Constable Neil Bruce Middle School in West Kelowna. Supporters of B.C. teachers rally in the Sooke School District. Surrey teachers pose with their growing pile of marking during the first day of rotating strikes. Teachers picket in New Westminster on May 26, the first day of rotating strikes in a contract dispute with the province. Grade 12 Eric Hamber Secondary student Sarah Bercic wears a T-shirt supporting B.C. teachers. Teachers picket in Penticton on May 26, the first day of rotating strikes in a contract dispute with the province. Anya Prokopeva, 8, a Grade 3 student in New Westminister, and her mom Julie Prokopeva, right, a member of the support staff at Killarney Secondary School, pass by striking teachers as they leave after walking the picket line outside the school in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Anya Prokopeva, 8, a Grade 3 student in New Westminister, uses a strike sign for shade rests as her mom Julie Prokopeva, a member of the support staff at Killarney Secondary School, walks a picket line outside the school in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. One of the earliest picket lines on the first day of the teachers' walkout was in Golden, B.C., which is in the Mountain time zone. Jim Iker, president of the B.C. Teachers' Federation, speaks to reporters on May 26, the first day of rotating strikes, at Vancouver's Charles Dickens Elementary. Jim Iker, president of the B.C. Teachers' Federation, speaks to reporters on May 26, the first day of rotating strikes, at Vancouver's Charles Dickens Elementary. Jim Iker, president of the B.C. Teachers' Federation, speaks to reporters on May 26, the first day of rotating strikes, at Vancouver's Charles Dickens Elementary. Striking teachers man a picket line outside Killarney Secondary School in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Public school teachers across British Columbia started rotating strikes Monday, a move that will put more than half a million students out of class for one day each this week. B.C. NDP Leader John Horgan poses with teachers in the Sooke School District. A rally in Coquitlam on May 25. Premier Christy Clark's face is seen on anti-bullying T-shirts at a rally in Coquitlam. Surrey teachers at Johnston Heights Secondary rally on May 23, 2014.  Share  Tweet  ✖ Advertisement Share this ✖ close Current Slide Follow Ashley D. MacKenzie on Twitter: www.twitter.com/AshDMacKenzie More: BC Teachers B.C. Teachers Strike 2014 BC Politics Bc Classrooms Bc Teacher Strike Bc Schools   Click here to view Conversations Conversations Most Popular B.C. Teen Killed By Train Was Wearing Headphones, Texting: RCMP Facebook Anthem Singer's Fall Is Lesson In Showmanship YouTube Pastafarian Loses B.C. Driver's Licence Over Holy Colander YouTube LOOK: Stunning Scenes By B.C.'s October Photographer David Chang Photography Elderly Asian Women Attacked In Vancouver Nastco via Getty Images Lawyers Of Convicted Surrey Six Gangsters Want Mistrial Darryl Dyck/CP LOOK: Old Vancouver Bank's New Life Jason Statler When It Comes to Jumbo Glacier Resort, All Questions Lead Back To Powerful Minister Caillum Smith | Flickr This Derelict Van 'Home' Costs $550/Month To Rent In B.C. Bill Everitt Petronas Threatens To Delay B.C. LNG Project By A Decade MyLoupe/UIG via Getty Images Aldergrove School Playground Condemned North Otter Elementary Facebook 45 Signs You're A Vancouver Canucks Fan Getty Images Intruder Dies After Being Caught By Homeowner, Neighbour Shutterstock / sculpies Recognize This Photo? Here's The Story Behind It Claude P. Dettloff/CP/National Archives of Canada Vancouver Mom Who Killed Her 2 Babies Sentenced CityTV YouTube Stanley Park Pedestrian Dies After Crash With Cyclist Getty Premier Denies Downplaying B.C. LNG Expectations Jonathan Hayward/CP Vancouver Mayor Focuses On Pipelines For Re-Election Campaign Vision Vancouver Facebook Vancouver Is The Reason Alyssa Milano Quit TV Show Paul Archuleta via Getty Images City Of Vancouver Taking Arbutus Corridor Fight To Court Darryl Dyck/The Canadian Press FOLLOW HUFFPOST Email Email Address Options HuffPost Daily Brief British Columbia Get top stories and blog posts emailed to me each day.. Facebook HuffPost British Columbia Twitter HuffPost Follow British Columbia Follow Google Plus HuffPost British Columbia RSS The Huffington Post British Columbia All RSS / Feeds Phone Available on the App Store Android App on Google Play Get it at Blackberry App World Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search advertise log in make HuffPost your home page RSS careers FAQ user agreement privacy policy comment policy about us about our ads contact us Copyright ©2014 TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. "The Huffington Post" is a registered trademark of TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. All rights reserved. Part of HPMG News Use this form to alert a HuffPost editor about a factual or typographical error in this story. Notify message * Required * * * What kind of error is this? Choose an option Factual or typographical Comment moderation problem Rights and permissions Other * What is the correction? 0 count Describe the error here (1,000 character limit) * Type the words below so we know you are not a cyborg Sign me up for The Huffington Post's Daily Brief Thank you!)
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(20141003,www.youtube.com,https://www.youtube.com/www/watch_autoplayrenderer,)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/contacts.cfm?page=presidents&sort=1&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true&printPage=true,BCTF Contacts Home E-mail Lists Links A to Z Index Contact Us Help SITE SEARCH Quick Links BCTF formsBCTF NewsFrançaisLabour linksPensionsTeacher NewsmagazineTeaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Contact Us > Local Presidents Local Presidents and Contact Information Sorted by local name. Click here for sort by local number. *Sublocal       O: Office   OF: Office Fax Abbotsford District Teachers' Association (34) Doug Smuland 2570 Cyril Street Abbotsford, BC  V2S 2G2 O: 604-854-1946 OF: 604-850-5100 lp34@bctf.ca Alberni District Teachers' Union (701) Ken Zydyk 4913 Argyle Street Port Alberni, BC  V9Y 1V6 O: 250-724-5021 OF: 250-724-0442 lp701@bctf.ca Arrow Lakes Teachers' Association (10) Ric Bardati Box 422 New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0 O: 250-265-7062 OF: N/A lp10@bctf.ca Boundary District Teachers' Association (51) Norm Sabourin Box 634, 1815D Central Ave Grand Forks, BC  V0H 1H0 O: 250-442-3330 OF: N/A lp51@bctf.ca Bulkley Valley Teachers' Union (54) Ilona Weiss PO Box 2137, 3772 C 1st Ave Smithers, BC  V0J 2N0 O: 250-847-3127 OF: 250-847-3123 lp54@bctf.ca Burnaby Teachers' Association (41) Rae Figursky 115-3993 Henning Drive Burnaby, BC  V5C 6P7 O: 604 294-8141 OF: 604 294-9846 lp41@bctf.ca Burns Lake District Teachers' Union (55) Kathryn Warren Box 464 Burns Lake, BC  V0J 1E0 O: 250-692-7932 OF: 250-692-7597 lp55@bctf.ca Campbell River District Teachers' Association (72) Dave Harper 202-871 Island Hwy Campbell River, BC  V9W 2C2 O: 250-286-1663 OF: 250-286-1679 lp72@bctf.ca Cariboo-Chilcotin Teachers' Association (27) Murray Helmer 124D North 2nd Avenue Williams Lake, BC  V2G 1Z6 O: 250-398-7221 OF: 250-398-5913 lp27@bctf.ca Central Coast Teachers' Association (49) Marc Hedges Box 253 Hagensborg, BC  V0T 1H0 O: 250-982-2354 OF: 250-982-2354 lp49@bctf.ca Central Okanagan Teachers' Association (23) Susan Bauhart 210-1751 Harvey Avenue Kelowna, BC  V1Y 6G4 O: 250-860-3866 OF: 250-862-3024 lp23@bctf.ca Chetwynd Teachers' Association* (592) Leanne Robertson Box 2665 Chetwynd, BC  V0C 1J0 O: 250-788-2267 OF: 250-788-9729 lp592@bctf.ca Chilliwack Teachers' Association (33) Clint Johnston 203-45970 Airport Road Chilliwack, BC  V2P 1A2 O: 604-792-9233 OF: 604-792-9389 lp33@bctf.ca Comox District Teachers' Association (71) Nick Moore 491 4th Street Ste. C Courtenay, BC  V9N 1G9 O: 250-338-1461 OF: 250-338-1657 lp71@bctf.ca Coquitlam Teachers' Association (43) Charley King 208-2502 St. Johns Street Port Moody, BC  V3H 2B4 O: 604-936-9971 OF: 604-936-7515 lp43@bctf.ca Cowichan District Teachers' Association (65) Naomi Nilsson 201-394 Duncan Street Duncan, BC  V9L 3W4 O: 250-748-2251 OF: 250-748-5243 lp65@bctf.ca Cranbrook District Teachers' Association (2) Shelley Balfour 304-105 9th Avenue South Cranbrook, BC  V1C 2M1 O: 250-489-3717 OF: 250-489-3727 lp02@bctf.ca Creston Valley Teachers' Association (861) Becky Blair 1001 Railway Boulevard Creston, BC  V0B 1G3 O: 250-428-7006 OF: 250-428-8602 lp861@bctf.ca Delta Teachers' Association (37) Paul Steer 110-4977 Trenant St Delta, BC  V4K 2K5 O: 604-946-0391 OF: 604-946-1629 lp37@bctf.ca Fernie District Teachers' Association (1) Christina Smith Box 10 Fernie, BC  V0B 1M0 O: 250-423-3333 OF: 250-423-6134 lp01@bctf.ca Fort Nelson District Teachers' Association (81) Greg Gerwing Box 2031 Fort Nelson, BC  V0C 1R0 O: 250-775-1824 OF: N/A lp81@bctf.ca Fraser-Cascade Teachers' Association (78) Lynne Marvell Unit E, Box 1238 Hope, BC  V0X 1L0 O: 604-869-9383 OF: 604-869-3236 lp78@bctf.ca Gold Trail Teachers' Association (74) Cameron Rittinger Box 1437 Ashcroft, BC  V0K 1A0 O: 250-453-2696 OF: 250-453-2696 lp74@bctf.ca Golden Teachers' Association (18) Mike Archibald Box 430 Golden, BC  V0A 1H0 O: 250-344-5885 OF: 250-344-5890 lp18@bctf.ca Greater Victoria Teachers' Association (61) Bénula Larsen 965 Alston Street Victoria, BC  V9A 3S5 O: 250-595-0181 OF: 250-595-0189 lp61@bctf.ca Gulf Islands Teachers' Association (64) Deborah Nostdal Box 537 Salt Spring Island, BC  V8K 2W2 O: 250-537-4990 OF: 250-537-4990 lp64@bctf.ca Haida Gwaii Teachers' Association (50) Jennifer Jury c/o PO Box 325 Queen Charlotte City, BC  V0T 1S0 O: 250-637-1805 OF: N/A lp50@bctf.ca Kamloops Thompson Teachers' Association (73) David Komljenovic 202/204-1157 12th Street Kamloops, BC  V2B 7L2 O: 250-554-1223 OF: 250-554-1311 lp73@bctf.ca Kimberley Teachers' Association (3) Sally Struthers 201-144 Deer Park Avenue Kimberley, BC  V1A 2J4 O: 250-432-9729 OF: N/A lp03@bctf.ca Kitimat District Teachers' Association (80) Kim Meyer 233 Enterprise Avenue Kitimat, BC  V8C 2C8 O: 250-632-3109 OF: 250-632-3108 lp80@bctf.ca Kootenay Columbia Teachers' Union (20) Andy Davidoff 1657 Hwy 3A Castlegar, BC  V1N 4N5 O: 250-364-1740 OF: 250-364-1750 lp20@bctf.ca Kootenay Lake Teachers' Association* (862) Cam Zuk Box 671 Kaslo, BC  V0G 1M0 O: 250-353-2227 OF: N/A lp862@bctf.ca Lake Cowichan Teachers' Association (66) Chris Rolls 5610 West Riverbottom Rd Duncan, BC  V9L 6H9 O: 250-748-0011 OF: N/A lp66@bctf.ca Langley Teachers' Association (35) Gail Chaddock Costello 100-5786 Glover Road Langley, BC  V3A 4H9 O: 604-533-1618 OF: 604-533-1400 lp35@bctf.ca Mackenzie Teachers' Association* (572) Shannon Pride Box 1836 Mackenzie, BC  V0J 2C0 O: 250-997-6340 OF: N/A lp572@bctf.ca Maple Ridge Teachers' Association (42) George Serra 11771 Fraser Street Maple Ridge, BC  V2X 6C6 O: 604-467-2111 OF: 604-467-0815 lp42@bctf.ca McBride-Valemount Teachers' Association* (573) Jennifer L'Arrivee 2265 Red Tail Road Mcbride, BC  V0J 2E0 O: 250-569-2295 OF: N/A lp573@bctf.ca Mission Teachers' Union (75) Mark Bradshaw 100-33344 2nd Ave Mission, BC  V2V 1K3 O: 604-826-0112 OF: 604-826-3435 lp75@bctf.ca Mount Arrowsmith Teachers' Association (69) Debbie Morran Box 1286 Parksville, BC  V9P 2H3 O: 250-248-3496 OF: 250-248-3440 lp69@bctf.ca Nanaimo District Teachers' Association (68) Mike Ball 3137 Barons Road Nanaimo, BC  V9T 5W5 O: 250-756-1237 OF: 250-756-0188 lp68@bctf.ca Nechako Teachers' Union (56) Thomas Thalheimer Box 978 Vanderhoof, BC  V0J 3A0 O: 250-567-5040 OF: 250-567-5060 lp56@bctf.ca Nelson District Teachers' Association (7) Paul Boscariol PO Box 1012 Nelson, BC  V1L 6A5 O: 250-354-4142 OF: 250-354-1558 lp07@bctf.ca New Westminster Teachers' Union (40) Grant Osborne 607 Columbia St New Westminster, BC  V3M 1A7 O: 604-526-8990 OF: 604-526-8912 lp40@bctf.ca Nicola Valley Teachers' Union (31) Peter Vogt Box 849 Merritt, BC  V1K 1B8 O: 250-378-5060 OF: 250-378-5060 lp31@bctf.ca Nisga'a Teachers' Union (92) Richard Hotson Box 226 New Aiyansh, BC  V0J 1A0 O: 250-633-2571 OF: 250-633-2574 lp92@bctf.ca North Okanagan-Shuswap Teachers' Association (83) Brenda O'Dell Box 187 Salmon Arm, BC  V1E 4N3 O: 250-832-1933 OF: 250-832-4592 lp83@bctf.ca North Vancouver Teachers' Association (44) Carolyn Pena 100 - 133 West 17th Street North Vancouver, BC  V7M 1V5 O: 604 988-3224 OF: 604 980-8092 lp44@bctf.ca Okanagan Skaha Teachers' Union (67) Leslea Woodward 697 Martin Street Penticton, BC  V2A 5L5 O: 250-492-4915 OF: 250-492-5540 lp67@bctf.ca Peace River North Teachers' Association (60) Michele Wiebe Box 6057 Fort St John, BC  V1J 4H6 O: 250-785-8881 OF: 250-785-8881 lp60@bctf.ca Peace River South Teachers' Association (591) Lorraine MacKay Box 145 Dawson Creek, BC  V1G 4G3 O: 250-782-1284 OF: 250-782-1280 lp591@bctf.ca Powell River District Teachers' Association (47) Cathy Fisher 201-4400 Marine Avenue Powell River, BC  V8A 2K1 O: 604-485-5212 OF: 604-485-2882 lp47@bctf.ca Prince George District Teachers' Association (571) Tina Cousins 101-1968 Queensway Prince George, BC  V2L 1M2 O: 250-562-7214 OF: 250-562-5743 lp571@bctf.ca Prince Rupert District Teachers' Union (52) Kathy Murphy c/o Fisherman's Hall, 869 Fraser Street Prince Rupert, BC  V8J 1R1 O: 250-627-1700 OF: 250-624-6784 lp52@bctf.ca Princeton District Teachers' Union (17) Robert Tarswell Box 1019 Princeton, BC  V0X 1W0 O: 250-295-6684 OF: 250-295-6684 lp17@bctf.ca Quesnel District Teachers' Association (28) Lisa Kishkan Box 4643 Quesnel, BC  V2J 3J8 O: 250-992-3737 OF: 250-992-3638 lp28@bctf.ca Revelstoke Teachers' Association (19) Jennifer Wolney Box 72 Revelstoke, BC  V0E 2S0 O: 250-837-2255 OF: 250-837-2255 lp19@bctf.ca Richmond Teachers' Association (38) Al Klassen 210-7360 Westminster Hwy Richmond, BC  V6X 1A1 O: 604-278-2539 OF: 604-278-4320 lp38@bctf.ca Saanich Teachers' Association (63) Mark Skanks 6843 Central Saanich Road Saanichton, BC  V8Z 5V4 O: 778-426-1426 OF: 778-426-0716 lp63@bctf.ca Sea to Sky Teachers' Association (48) Carl Walker 104-40775 Tantalus Rd Squamish, BC  V8B 0N2 O: 604-892-3056 OF: 604-892-2296 lp48@bctf.ca SEPF (93) Sylvie Liechtele 100-550 West 6th Avenue Vancouver, BC  V5Z 4P2 O: 604-871-1866 OF: N/A lp93@bctf.ca Sooke Teachers' Association (62) Ian Johnson 201-716 Goldstream Avenue Victoria, BC  V9B 2X3 O: 250-474-3181 OF: 250-474-5555 lp62@bctf.ca South Okanagan Similkameen Teachers' Union (53) Sylvia Slater Box 1586 Oliver, BC  V0H 1T0 O: 250-498-2255 OF: N/A lp53@bctf.ca Stikine Teachers' Association (87) Asa Berg c/o Asa Berg, Box 469 Atlin, BC  V0W 1A0 O: 250-651-7820 OF: 250-651-7820 lp87@bctf.ca Sunshine Coast Teachers' Association (46) Louise Herle Box 951 Sechelt, BC  V0N 3A0 O: 604-885-7944 OF: 604-885-9837 lp46@bctf.ca Surrey Teachers' Association (36) Jennifer Wadge 201-9030 King George Boulevard Surrey, BC  V3V 7Y3 O: 604-594-5353 OF: 604-594-5176 lp36@bctf.ca Terrace District Teachers' Union (881) Cathy Lambright 4733 Park Avenue Terrace, BC  V8G 1W2 O: 250-635-4659 OF: N/A lp881@bctf.ca Tumbler Ridge Teachers' Association* (593) Karen Edwards 127 Gwillim Crescent, Box 1003 Tumbler Ridge, BC  V0C 2W0 O: 250-242-5281 OF: 250-242-5785 lp593@bctf.ca Upper Skeena Teachers* (882) Joslyn Bagg Box 562 New Hazelton, BC  V0J 2Y0 O: 250-842-6613 OF: N/A lp882@bctf.ca Vancouver Elementary School Teachers' Association (391) Dan Graves 2915 Commercial Dr Vancouver, BC  V5N 4C8 O: 604-873-8378 OF: 604-873-2652 lp391@bctf.ca Vancouver Island North Teachers' Association (85) Shawn Gough Box 5151, 6855 Market St Port Hardy, BC  V0N 2P0 O: 250-949-8888 OF: 250-949-8882 lp85@bctf.ca Vancouver Island West Teachers' Union (84) Ryan Meise PO Box 137 Gold River, BC  V0P 1G0 O: 250-283-9081 OF: N/A lp84@bctf.ca Vancouver Secondary Teachers' Association (392) Debbie Pawluk 2915 Commercial Drive Vancouver, BC  V5N 4C8 O: 604-873-5570 OF: 604-873-3916 lp392@bctf.ca Vernon Teachers' Association (22) Heather Malcolm 4004 31st Street Vernon, BC  V1T 5J6 O: 250-542-0456 OF: 250-542-0564 lp22@bctf.ca West Vancouver Teachers' Association (45) Rob Millard 4915 Marine Drive West Vancouver, BC  V7W 2P5 O: 604-926-1617 OF: 604-926-1119 lp45@bctf.ca Windermere Teachers' Association (4) Doug Murray Box 478 Invermere, BC  V0A 1K0 O: 250-341-5158 OF: N/A lp04@bctf.ca About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy Close Window Print Page   Local Presidents and Contact Information Sorted by local name. Click here for sort by local number. *Sublocal       O: Office   OF: Office Fax Abbotsford District Teachers' Association (34) Doug Smuland 2570 Cyril Street Abbotsford, BC  V2S 2G2 O: 604-854-1946 OF: 604-850-5100 lp34@bctf.ca Alberni District Teachers' Union (701) Ken Zydyk 4913 Argyle Street Port Alberni, BC  V9Y 1V6 O: 250-724-5021 OF: 250-724-0442 lp701@bctf.ca Arrow Lakes Teachers' Association (10) Ric Bardati Box 422 New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0 O: 250-265-7062 OF: N/A lp10@bctf.ca Boundary District Teachers' Association (51) Norm Sabourin Box 634, 1815D Central Ave Grand Forks, BC  V0H 1H0 O: 250-442-3330 OF: N/A lp51@bctf.ca Bulkley Valley Teachers' Union (54) Ilona Weiss PO Box 2137, 3772 C 1st Ave Smithers, BC  V0J 2N0 O: 250-847-3127 OF: 250-847-3123 lp54@bctf.ca Burnaby Teachers' Association (41) Rae Figursky 115-3993 Henning Drive Burnaby, BC  V5C 6P7 O: 604 294-8141 OF: 604 294-9846 lp41@bctf.ca Burns Lake District Teachers' Union (55) Kathryn Warren Box 464 Burns Lake, BC  V0J 1E0 O: 250-692-7932 OF: 250-692-7597 lp55@bctf.ca Campbell River District Teachers' Association (72) Dave Harper 202-871 Island Hwy Campbell River, BC  V9W 2C2 O: 250-286-1663 OF: 250-286-1679 lp72@bctf.ca Cariboo-Chilcotin Teachers' Association (27) Murray Helmer 124D North 2nd Avenue Williams Lake, BC  V2G 1Z6 O: 250-398-7221 OF: 250-398-5913 lp27@bctf.ca Central Coast Teachers' Association (49) Marc Hedges Box 253 Hagensborg, BC  V0T 1H0 O: 250-982-2354 OF: 250-982-2354 lp49@bctf.ca Central Okanagan Teachers' Association (23) Susan Bauhart 210-1751 Harvey Avenue Kelowna, BC  V1Y 6G4 O: 250-860-3866 OF: 250-862-3024 lp23@bctf.ca Chetwynd Teachers' Association* (592) Leanne Robertson Box 2665 Chetwynd, BC  V0C 1J0 O: 250-788-2267 OF: 250-788-9729 lp592@bctf.ca Chilliwack Teachers' Association (33) Clint Johnston 203-45970 Airport Road Chilliwack, BC  V2P 1A2 O: 604-792-9233 OF: 604-792-9389 lp33@bctf.ca Comox District Teachers' Association (71) Nick Moore 491 4th Street Ste. C Courtenay, BC  V9N 1G9 O: 250-338-1461 OF: 250-338-1657 lp71@bctf.ca Coquitlam Teachers' Association (43) Charley King 208-2502 St. Johns Street Port Moody, BC  V3H 2B4 O: 604-936-9971 OF: 604-936-7515 lp43@bctf.ca Cowichan District Teachers' Association (65) Naomi Nilsson 201-394 Duncan Street Duncan, BC  V9L 3W4 O: 250-748-2251 OF: 250-748-5243 lp65@bctf.ca Cranbrook District Teachers' Association (2) Shelley Balfour 304-105 9th Avenue South Cranbrook, BC  V1C 2M1 O: 250-489-3717 OF: 250-489-3727 lp02@bctf.ca Creston Valley Teachers' Association (861) Becky Blair 1001 Railway Boulevard Creston, BC  V0B 1G3 O: 250-428-7006 OF: 250-428-8602 lp861@bctf.ca Delta Teachers' Association (37) Paul Steer 110-4977 Trenant St Delta, BC  V4K 2K5 O: 604-946-0391 OF: 604-946-1629 lp37@bctf.ca Fernie District Teachers' Association (1) Christina Smith Box 10 Fernie, BC  V0B 1M0 O: 250-423-3333 OF: 250-423-6134 lp01@bctf.ca Fort Nelson District Teachers' Association (81) Greg Gerwing Box 2031 Fort Nelson, BC  V0C 1R0 O: 250-775-1824 OF: N/A lp81@bctf.ca Fraser-Cascade Teachers' Association (78) Lynne Marvell Unit E, Box 1238 Hope, BC  V0X 1L0 O: 604-869-9383 OF: 604-869-3236 lp78@bctf.ca Gold Trail Teachers' Association (74) Cameron Rittinger Box 1437 Ashcroft, BC  V0K 1A0 O: 250-453-2696 OF: 250-453-2696 lp74@bctf.ca Golden Teachers' Association (18) Mike Archibald Box 430 Golden, BC  V0A 1H0 O: 250-344-5885 OF: 250-344-5890 lp18@bctf.ca Greater Victoria Teachers' Association (61) Bénula Larsen 965 Alston Street Victoria, BC  V9A 3S5 O: 250-595-0181 OF: 250-595-0189 lp61@bctf.ca Gulf Islands Teachers' Association (64) Deborah Nostdal Box 537 Salt Spring Island, BC  V8K 2W2 O: 250-537-4990 OF: 250-537-4990 lp64@bctf.ca Haida Gwaii Teachers' Association (50) Jennifer Jury c/o PO Box 325 Queen Charlotte City, BC  V0T 1S0 O: 250-637-1805 OF: N/A lp50@bctf.ca Kamloops Thompson Teachers' Association (73) David Komljenovic 202/204-1157 12th Street Kamloops, BC  V2B 7L2 O: 250-554-1223 OF: 250-554-1311 lp73@bctf.ca Kimberley Teachers' Association (3) Sally Struthers 201-144 Deer Park Avenue Kimberley, BC  V1A 2J4 O: 250-432-9729 OF: N/A lp03@bctf.ca Kitimat District Teachers' Association (80) Kim Meyer 233 Enterprise Avenue Kitimat, BC  V8C 2C8 O: 250-632-3109 OF: 250-632-3108 lp80@bctf.ca Kootenay Columbia Teachers' Union (20) Andy Davidoff 1657 Hwy 3A Castlegar, BC  V1N 4N5 O: 250-364-1740 OF: 250-364-1750 lp20@bctf.ca Kootenay Lake Teachers' Association* (862) Cam Zuk Box 671 Kaslo, BC  V0G 1M0 O: 250-353-2227 OF: N/A lp862@bctf.ca Lake Cowichan Teachers' Association (66) Chris Rolls 5610 West Riverbottom Rd Duncan, BC  V9L 6H9 O: 250-748-0011 OF: N/A lp66@bctf.ca Langley Teachers' Association (35) Gail Chaddock Costello 100-5786 Glover Road Langley, BC  V3A 4H9 O: 604-533-1618 OF: 604-533-1400 lp35@bctf.ca Mackenzie Teachers' Association* (572) Shannon Pride Box 1836 Mackenzie, BC  V0J 2C0 O: 250-997-6340 OF: N/A lp572@bctf.ca Maple Ridge Teachers' Association (42) George Serra 11771 Fraser Street Maple Ridge, BC  V2X 6C6 O: 604-467-2111 OF: 604-467-0815 lp42@bctf.ca McBride-Valemount Teachers' Association* (573) Jennifer L'Arrivee 2265 Red Tail Road Mcbride, BC  V0J 2E0 O: 250-569-2295 OF: N/A lp573@bctf.ca Mission Teachers' Union (75) Mark Bradshaw 100-33344 2nd Ave Mission, BC  V2V 1K3 O: 604-826-0112 OF: 604-826-3435 lp75@bctf.ca Mount Arrowsmith Teachers' Association (69) Debbie Morran Box 1286 Parksville, BC  V9P 2H3 O: 250-248-3496 OF: 250-248-3440 lp69@bctf.ca Nanaimo District Teachers' Association (68) Mike Ball 3137 Barons Road Nanaimo, BC  V9T 5W5 O: 250-756-1237 OF: 250-756-0188 lp68@bctf.ca Nechako Teachers' Union (56) Thomas Thalheimer Box 978 Vanderhoof, BC  V0J 3A0 O: 250-567-5040 OF: 250-567-5060 lp56@bctf.ca Nelson District Teachers' Association (7) Paul Boscariol PO Box 1012 Nelson, BC  V1L 6A5 O: 250-354-4142 OF: 250-354-1558 lp07@bctf.ca New Westminster Teachers' Union (40) Grant Osborne 607 Columbia St New Westminster, BC  V3M 1A7 O: 604-526-8990 OF: 604-526-8912 lp40@bctf.ca Nicola Valley Teachers' Union (31) Peter Vogt Box 849 Merritt, BC  V1K 1B8 O: 250-378-5060 OF: 250-378-5060 lp31@bctf.ca Nisga'a Teachers' Union (92) Richard Hotson Box 226 New Aiyansh, BC  V0J 1A0 O: 250-633-2571 OF: 250-633-2574 lp92@bctf.ca North Okanagan-Shuswap Teachers' Association (83) Brenda O'Dell Box 187 Salmon Arm, BC  V1E 4N3 O: 250-832-1933 OF: 250-832-4592 lp83@bctf.ca North Vancouver Teachers' Association (44) Carolyn Pena 100 - 133 West 17th Street North Vancouver, BC  V7M 1V5 O: 604 988-3224 OF: 604 980-8092 lp44@bctf.ca Okanagan Skaha Teachers' Union (67) Leslea Woodward 697 Martin Street Penticton, BC  V2A 5L5 O: 250-492-4915 OF: 250-492-5540 lp67@bctf.ca Peace River North Teachers' Association (60) Michele Wiebe Box 6057 Fort St John, BC  V1J 4H6 O: 250-785-8881 OF: 250-785-8881 lp60@bctf.ca Peace River South Teachers' Association (591) Lorraine MacKay Box 145 Dawson Creek, BC  V1G 4G3 O: 250-782-1284 OF: 250-782-1280 lp591@bctf.ca Powell River District Teachers' Association (47) Cathy Fisher 201-4400 Marine Avenue Powell River, BC  V8A 2K1 O: 604-485-5212 OF: 604-485-2882 lp47@bctf.ca Prince George District Teachers' Association (571) Tina Cousins 101-1968 Queensway Prince George, BC  V2L 1M2 O: 250-562-7214 OF: 250-562-5743 lp571@bctf.ca Prince Rupert District Teachers' Union (52) Kathy Murphy c/o Fisherman's Hall, 869 Fraser Street Prince Rupert, BC  V8J 1R1 O: 250-627-1700 OF: 250-624-6784 lp52@bctf.ca Princeton District Teachers' Union (17) Robert Tarswell Box 1019 Princeton, BC  V0X 1W0 O: 250-295-6684 OF: 250-295-6684 lp17@bctf.ca Quesnel District Teachers' Association (28) Lisa Kishkan Box 4643 Quesnel, BC  V2J 3J8 O: 250-992-3737 OF: 250-992-3638 lp28@bctf.ca Revelstoke Teachers' Association (19) Jennifer Wolney Box 72 Revelstoke, BC  V0E 2S0 O: 250-837-2255 OF: 250-837-2255 lp19@bctf.ca Richmond Teachers' Association (38) Al Klassen 210-7360 Westminster Hwy Richmond, BC  V6X 1A1 O: 604-278-2539 OF: 604-278-4320 lp38@bctf.ca Saanich Teachers' Association (63) Mark Skanks 6843 Central Saanich Road Saanichton, BC  V8Z 5V4 O: 778-426-1426 OF: 778-426-0716 lp63@bctf.ca Sea to Sky Teachers' Association (48) Carl Walker 104-40775 Tantalus Rd Squamish, BC  V8B 0N2 O: 604-892-3056 OF: 604-892-2296 lp48@bctf.ca SEPF (93) Sylvie Liechtele 100-550 West 6th Avenue Vancouver, BC  V5Z 4P2 O: 604-871-1866 OF: N/A lp93@bctf.ca Sooke Teachers' Association (62) Ian Johnson 201-716 Goldstream Avenue Victoria, BC  V9B 2X3 O: 250-474-3181 OF: 250-474-5555 lp62@bctf.ca South Okanagan Similkameen Teachers' Union (53) Sylvia Slater Box 1586 Oliver, BC  V0H 1T0 O: 250-498-2255 OF: N/A lp53@bctf.ca Stikine Teachers' Association (87) Asa Berg c/o Asa Berg, Box 469 Atlin, BC  V0W 1A0 O: 250-651-7820 OF: 250-651-7820 lp87@bctf.ca Sunshine Coast Teachers' Association (46) Louise Herle Box 951 Sechelt, BC  V0N 3A0 O: 604-885-7944 OF: 604-885-9837 lp46@bctf.ca Surrey Teachers' Association (36) Jennifer Wadge 201-9030 King George Boulevard Surrey, BC  V3V 7Y3 O: 604-594-5353 OF: 604-594-5176 lp36@bctf.ca Terrace District Teachers' Union (881) Cathy Lambright 4733 Park Avenue Terrace, BC  V8G 1W2 O: 250-635-4659 OF: N/A lp881@bctf.ca Tumbler Ridge Teachers' Association* (593) Karen Edwards 127 Gwillim Crescent, Box 1003 Tumbler Ridge, BC  V0C 2W0 O: 250-242-5281 OF: 250-242-5785 lp593@bctf.ca Upper Skeena Teachers* (882) Joslyn Bagg Box 562 New Hazelton, BC  V0J 2Y0 O: 250-842-6613 OF: N/A lp882@bctf.ca Vancouver Elementary School Teachers' Association (391) Dan Graves 2915 Commercial Dr Vancouver, BC  V5N 4C8 O: 604-873-8378 OF: 604-873-2652 lp391@bctf.ca Vancouver Island North Teachers' Association (85) Shawn Gough Box 5151, 6855 Market St Port Hardy, BC  V0N 2P0 O: 250-949-8888 OF: 250-949-8882 lp85@bctf.ca Vancouver Island West Teachers' Union (84) Ryan Meise PO Box 137 Gold River, BC  V0P 1G0 O: 250-283-9081 OF: N/A lp84@bctf.ca Vancouver Secondary Teachers' Association (392) Debbie Pawluk 2915 Commercial Drive Vancouver, BC  V5N 4C8 O: 604-873-5570 OF: 604-873-3916 lp392@bctf.ca Vernon Teachers' Association (22) Heather Malcolm 4004 31st Street Vernon, BC  V1T 5J6 O: 250-542-0456 OF: 250-542-0564 lp22@bctf.ca West Vancouver Teachers' Association (45) Rob Millard 4915 Marine Drive West Vancouver, BC  V7W 2P5 O: 604-926-1617 OF: 604-926-1119 lp45@bctf.ca Windermere Teachers' Association (4) Doug Murray Box 478 Invermere, BC  V0A 1K0 O: 250-341-5158 OF: N/A lp04@bctf.ca)
(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2011/10/teachers-upset-with-bcpsea-allegations.html?showComment=1319857529955,Staffroom Confidential: Teachers upset with BCPSEA allegations and threats Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Thursday, October 27, 2011 Teachers upset with BCPSEA allegations and threats Teachers in Greater Victoria flooded the District email server today to tell Trustees the truth about teachers' working hours. They were upset at the suggestion by BCPSEA that teachers should be paying 15% of their salary back to Boards (via the union) because of our job action. Here are some excerpts from their letters: We'll, I've just spent my lunch hour running around like a 'chicken with it's head cut off' trying to prep. for my afternoon classes. This is a regular occurrence now that my prep. time is among the lowest in Canada and I have to do all my own photocopying and the other countless jobs in order to effectively present lessons for my students. Of course, marking and assessing my students' work usually has to wait until the evening when my daughter is asleep and I can have several hours to myself. I urge you to reconsider your position, speak out against this LRB application, and urge your local negotiating team to get back to the table and bargain in good faith. It is key that you have a clear understanding of the ongoing dedication of the work teachers are committed to inside and out of their classrooms....As far as reporting, as a special education teacher, I am currently writing 8-12 page IEP reports for each of my students, meeting with parents in 90 minute meetings and collaborating with staff on how best these students can be supported. Please pay attention and take positive action to support teachers, students and schools. It was with a great deal of sadness that I read about the total lack of respect exhibited by those that would seek to punish myself and my colleagues for attempting to follow a process that was, I assumed, a fundamental right. Like every teaching professional I have done my job in the classroom, which includes communicating with parents when they so desired, or when I was concerned about an individual student. After regular school hours, as the senior Drama teacher in the district, I put in countless hours in the presentation of productions, as do all other extra curricular teachers and coaches... What is wrong with this picture? I too work between 45 and 50 hours a week for little over four days a week pay. I have enough self respect to know I’m shamefully underpaid, but there are other considerations. No one yet has mentioned what this crushing need in our schools has done to our family members. Yesterday, I got a phone call from my husband. His mother is dying. He was scrambling to arrange a last minute flight back east so he could be there at the end. After school, instead of rushing home to make him a meal before rushing him out to the airport, I was in my classroom, talking with a boy who has escaped gang life. He wanted my advice on a budding romance between him and an older co-worker. He wanted to talk about his mother, who is dying. He needed to tell me about his father, who has cancer. His sister has special needs. I spent an hour with him, ignoring the huge stack of marking on my desk, the fact that at home I had a sick child, the fact that my husband had just learned he was about to lose his mother, and was present and patient with this kid, because this kid and every other kid in this province matter. This isn’t a game. It’s not some pathetic macho posturing on our part. Our job takes it out of our bones, and we do it because we care. Does anyone else? My husband ended up making supper. Again. This year has been a roller coaster, so far, to say the least. I was excited and enthusiastic to begin my classes and meet my new students, and this element of my job has not let me down in the slightest. I feel inspired and energized on a daily basis and sink my heart, soul and body into my students and their learning. I have corresponded with parents, sent home progress reports, worked with students before and after school as well as during my lunch hours. I am thrilled once again to be so involved with the young minds of our future and to be amongst fellow professionals. My colleagues and I continue to meet in our departments and on school based teams with the intention to provide the very best educational experiences for our students. On the flip side, is the absolutely devastating disrespect of our employer. We seem to be a throw away profession, attacked publicly, who do not garner even a modicum of positive support or respect from the Ministry of Education. It is heartbreaking that we invest 5 years of our lives and tens of thousands of dollars to become the very teachers who are so devalued in this province. On the heels of the countless hours of my own time that I spend marking, I am a senior level, secondary English teacher, and providing student support and activities, I learned yesterday that the government is seeking to reduce our pay by 15-20%. I was on my way to work at the time, and wanted nothing more than to turn around, go back home and issue my resignation...I am glad that I am not an easily defeated person, and arrived at work EARLY and in a positive mood to meet my students. I will NOT resign, but only strengthen my resolve to unite with my colleagues to make the changes desperately needed for our students of today and the future. I need you to support me and my colleagues. We are not doing less.... we are doing everything we are suppose to do and more. I started this email last night at 11pm when I was replying to student emails and communications to parents. I have made it very clear to all my parents and students that I am available to update, discuss and communicate any time that they want. I've told them I will call, evenings, weekends, what ever works for them. I have not shut down but rather freely open the doors to parental participation and support without hesitation. Perhaps this job action is the best possible situation for parental and teacher relations. I want to be that teacher parents know they can trust and rely on to help support their children. I work incredibly hard to make it so. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 4:47 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 8 comments: AnonymousOctober 27, 2011 at 8:39 PM Am I working 20% less? Let's see: I'm still at school by 7 (way before the admin). I'm still there after 5 each night (long after admin has gone). I'm still coming in on the weekend to prep and mark (with fellow teachers, no admin). I've emailed regular updates (once, twice, sometimes thrice a week) to my students' parents. Yet I read that teachers are supposedly neglecting parental communication? I have an email folder that I call "Job Security". It's jammed full of communications from parents thanking me for keeping them in the loop. It's there because I'm expecting some district data expert to question what I'm worth! George, please follow me for a day before you make ignorant claims.ReplyDelete Ian WenigerOctober 27, 2011 at 9:57 PM And don't get me started on a Teachers Council that ISN'T.ReplyDelete AnonymousOctober 28, 2011 at 7:07 AM 16%!? When the hell did that happen?ReplyDelete AnonymousOctober 28, 2011 at 8:05 PM I have worked full time and more since Sept - extra at home and weekends. However, because I am a teacher-librarian, my two schools couldn't find enough time to officially give me 1.0 fte. I therefore work the same hours as everyone else, but get .941 of full time pay. I used to do report cards (for 17 years). It took hours of extra time. Now I do hours of other jobs. Maybe MLAs should have their pay cut when they are not sitting in the legislature. That would make more sense.ReplyDelete AnonymousOctober 29, 2011 at 6:18 PM I worked as a teacher for over a decade in BC before recently moving to Alberta. I am disgusted and disheartened by this blantant union busting attempt. It is with complete ignorance about the teaching profession that someone would demand a paycut for job action by saying teachers are working less at this time. All of my teaching friends are following the same protocol we've followed for years - keeping parents well-informed about their children's progress via formal and informal meetings, phone calls, and newsletters or emails. Not once in my career did I ever have time to write my report cards at school during school hours. Like most teachers, all of my reports were done at home, long after the families, students, and government officials had called their day finished. My colleagues who are student support teachers or counsellors spend copious amounts of hours dealing with the school board issued broadband restrictions that limit accessibility to the BCECIS documentation process they are required to complete for each student on their caseload. Teachers take time out of every part of their day (and often their wallets as well) to make sure their students are successful, feeling loved, clothed and fed. We give up our time with our own families to coach, mentor, put on extra-curricular after hours activities such as concerts. We donate our time in support of parent-run fun events. We buy the cupcakes at school bake sales. Like myself, many teachers who move schools or communities stay in touch with their former students. I'm sure what this speaker MEANT to suggest was a 15% pay raise that reflects the actual out of classroom time and money spent by most teachers in preparation for, reporting of, and loving of their students. SHAME ON YOU.ReplyDelete AnonymousNovember 15, 2011 at 8:01 AM the damage inflicted upon us by the Liberals will not be repaired by the NDP. Jim Morrison: ....."this is the end" my friend.ReplyDelete AnonymousNovember 22, 2011 at 6:49 PM A former colleague in my district is now an MLA/cabinet minister and noted that his "new" job is a lot easier than teaching was. Interesting that his salary is now more than double that of the highest paid teachers in his former workplace.ReplyDelete AnonymousNovember 24, 2011 at 7:24 PM It disgusts me to think that people actually believe that rubbish. The amount of hours and time spent by teachers outside of the classroom is astounding. What angers me even more is that principals were once teachers too and they should know, and be able to pass on, how much time it takes to prepare lessons, mark, write report cards. They were in the same position as we are, yet their support diminishes during this time of negotiation. Our current government talks a lot of rhetoric when they say they value education and want to invest in our childrens' future. Quite frankly I don't see it. The only thing I see is that after each election the governing body decides it it is time to give themselves a raise. Maybe they should take a pay cut and put the money into the children's education instead.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ▼  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ▼  October (16) Abbott's plan: some thoughts... Teachers upset with BCPSEA allegations and threats... BCPSEA's hypocritical application to LRB over BC t... Occupy Education Builds Momentum The "transformation agenda" for BC education? - fo... Big brother and the Ministry of Education How to judge a School Board candidate - by their r... Solidarity and the 99% - Why teachers should suppo... Occupying Education Abbott's plan: Drastic changes with no consultatio... Guest post: Tobey Steeves on Bills 27/28 - a perso... BCPSEA - missing the point on local bargaining We are the 99 BC government proposal for class composition is "r... A little interlude... BC School Trustees consider a teacher lockout ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7148,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 2, October 2005 Looking back 70 years ago In the face of scandalous instances of low pay for teachers, Canadian Federation of Teachers’ President J. R. MacKay, is justified in asking "The burden of training the future citizens of this nation should not be placed on individual teachers but upon the adult population of provinces and the Dominion. Are our people and governments shirking their responsibilities because they know that they will be met anyway by conscientious parents and altruistic teachers?" – The BC Teacher, October 1935 50 years ago A tidal wave of instructional materials—free for the asking or even without the asking—is a major headache for teachers and administrators today. Donors or "sponsors" of these materials include civic, patriotic and political organizations, business, industry, government, labour, and agriculture. The American Association of School Administrators attributes the rising flood of free materials in recent years to the fact that 30 million youngsters—a captive audience—represent a potential market. Principle objections to gratis offerings on the part of school people can be grouped under two general headings: they may contain obvious advertising or biased information. – The BC Teacher, Sept./Oct. 1955 30 years ago Integrating staffrooms in secondary school buildings seems, to many, a very trivial and inconsequential issue. The practice of segregated staffrooms reflects an attitude based on the assumption that women don’t belong in areas of management, politics, or administration. Out of Vancouver’s 18 secondary schools, 12 have segregated staffrooms, four have mixed and separate, and only two have totally integrated rooms. These data usually shock teachers outside the Vancouver area. It seems that this phenomenon is not widespread enough to justify any explanations based on departmental regulations in planning facilities. – The BC Teacher, Sept./Oct. 1975 10 years ago Nothing speaks more clearly to the idea that teachers in British Columbia have been successful in combining professionalism with unionism than the following poll results: 60% of the public believe that our collective agreements are responsible for reducing or defending class size, compared with 14% for the ministry, and 12% for local boards. We are bargaining our first provincial contract. To turn 75 collective agreements rooted in a myriad of unique local situations and histories into a single provincial contract that is true to those roots is a monumental challenge. We were successful in the past because we stood together. Success at the provincial table will require no less. – Teacher, October 1995 – Chris Bocking, Keating Elementary School, Saanich Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Touring a natural gas drilling rig with @MLA Mike Bernier, and Brian from EnCana http://t.co/AifdJ4H07b" @Teresa_Wat - 06:01pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141007,www.nydailynews.com,http://www.nydailynews.com/entertainment/gossip/amber-rose-nude-scandal-model-spent-days-crying-explicit-photo-leak-cost-business-deal-article-1.160608,Amber Rose nude scandal: Model spent days crying after explicit photo leak cost her a business deal - NY Daily News DAILY NEWS New York News Politics Sports Entertainment Opinion Living Autos Search Confidential Gossip TV Movies Music & Arts Events Near You Comics Games Entertainment Pics Blogs Amber Rose nude scandal: Model spent days crying after explicit photo leak cost her a business deal BY Shari Weiss DAILY NEWS STAFF WRITER Friday, July 1, 2011, 4:19 PM A A A Peter Kramer/AP Amber Rose was distraught after nude photos leaked online, though she knew it would happen. Amber Rose's nude photo scandal has caused her to spend the last few days in tears. The model was distraught after someone she "trusted" leaked explicit pictures of her online – even though she knew the intimate snapshots might one day be shared with the masses. The X-rated photos, which show Rose fully-nude and touching herself, were used in a MediaTakeOut.com story earlier this week that claimed she had sexted the images to Nicki Minaj's boyfriend. Both Rose, 28, and Minaj, 26, denied the report was true. The singer remains happily dating her boyfriend, Safaree Samuels, while Rose is still in a relationship with rapper Wiz Khalifa. THE MOST INFAMOUS CELEBRITY SEX SCANDALS IN HOLLYWOOD But even a false story can cause significant damage. "The company that I was working with no longer wants to work with me because of these pics and that prevents me from getting money to take care of my family," Rose complained on Twitter Wednesday. Rose, who later clarified that she wasn't dropped by her modeling agency, explained that the pictures were more than two years old and had been "just sitting in my computer." "I trusted someone that worked 4 me & allowed them to use my laptop a million times," the beauty said. "I caught this person sending my pics to themselves and I fired this person immediately." Rose (l.) was accused of sexing Minaj's boyfriend, Safaree Samuels. (Denise Truscello, Dimitrios Kambouris/WireImage) And Rose admitted she knew the pictures, unfortunately, would eventually make their way onto the web. "Wiz & I & both of our families have known about this for 2 months now," she said. "We tried to prepare ourselves for this day." As it turned out, nothing could prepare Rose for the pain she's felt since the leak actually happened on Tuesday. "I'm really hurt & embarrassed because I have so many young girls that look up to me," she tweeted. "I know I'm not the only girl in the world that has taken pics like that but they were very private," Rose said. "I'm sorry for letting my young Rosebuds down." Minaj expressed surprise, however, that anyone believed the story was legitimate in the first place. "I don't address dumb sh-t," she tweeted Thursday, adding, "I always assume intelligent ppl understand these 'stories' are 4 entertainment purposes only. But clearly [not]." Minaj, who warned that "KARMA is a b-tch" and "every lie u print will come back to you & your children in one way or the other," explained why she felt compelled to speak out about this rumor when she's often the victim of so many other false stories. "4 da record, only reason I addressed this is b/c its costing some1 their job," she said. And though Rose wrote that she "cried for the past 2 days," she said she knows – eventually – this too "shall pass." Comments Post A Comment [ Discussion Guidelines] To Post Comments Sign In Most Popular Most Read Most Shared 1 Teresa Giudice puts Andy Cohen's 'Live' on rewind 2 Jennifer Lawrence breaks her silence on nude photo leak 3 Amanda Bynes reveals plans to attend school in New York 4 ‘7th Heaven’ dad Stephen Collins admits to sexually abusing girl: report 5 Amanda Bynes says she's engaged to teen boyfriend 6 Lively projects keep Aziz Ansari busy 7 Teresa Giudice may divorce Joe Giudice after fraud conviction: report 8 Mariah Carey struggles to sing during first night of tour 9 George Clooney, Amal Alamuddin purchase English mansion: report 10 Chris Martin buys home next to Gwyneth Paltrow: report 1 Teresa Giudice puts Andy Cohen's 'Live' on rewind 2 Amanda Bynes says she's engaged to teen boyfriend 3 ‘7th Heaven’ dad Stephen Collins admits to sexually abusing girl: report 4 Amanda Bynes reveals plans to attend school in New York 5 Joan Rivers had surprise biopsy that cut air supply: source 6 Lindsay Lohan: Oprah Winfrey is my fairy godmother 7 Mariah Carey struggles to sing during first night of tour 8 Teresa Giudice may divorce Joe Giudice after fraud conviction: report 9 Amber Rose: Ending my marriage feels like 'my best friend died' 10 Blake Lively, Ryan Reynolds expecting first child Editors' Picks Celebrity photos of the week See what the stars were up to today ... Supermodels show off their bikini bods Who doesn't want to see a supermodel in a teeny bikini? ‘7th Heaven’ dad Stephen Collins admits to sexually abusing girl: report The actor who played a wholesome minister on “7th Heaven” made life a living hell for three young girls he allegedly abused, authorities said Tuesday. Stephen Collins axed from ‘Ted 2’ after molestation allegations Stephen Collins has been dropped from Seth MacFarlane’s “Ted 2.” The “7th Heaven” actor’s role in the Mark Walhberg comedy was axed after news broke that he confessed to child molestation in an audio recording, according to Entertainment Weekly. Stars on set The cameras are always rolling in Hollywood! When the stars aren't on the red carpet, you'll more than likely find them on set filming their next great blockbuster. Check out these famous actors and actresses in action ... PROMOTED STORIES Editors' Picks Kelly Rowland poses nude, shows off baby bump Kelly Rowland has found her destiny in motherhood. "I'm excited to bring a child into the world," she told Elle.com about her first child, a son with husband Tim Witherspoon. Scarlett Johansson to star in Edith Wharton limited series Scarlett Johansson is the latest movie star to take a turn on the small screen. The actress has signed on to star and executive produce an eight-episode series based on the Edith Wharton novel, “The Custom of the Country,” according to Deadline. Hoda and Kathie Lee rumble on WWE’s 'Monday Night Raw' Hoda and Kathie Lee brought the wine to the wrestling ring. They made a guest appearance at WWE's "Monday Night Raw" to raise awareness for breast cancer. Robert Downey Jr. says ‘yes’ to ‘Iron Man 4’ Robert Downey Jr. seems to have given Ellen DeGeneres some major movie scoop. During his appearance on her talk show for an episode airing Thursday, DeGeneres asked the movie star to confirm if there will be an “Iron Man 4.” Aziz Ansari proudly states 'I'm a feminist,' explains what word truly means Aziz Ansari is laying down the law about what it really means to be a feminist. And it's not that "some woman's gonna start yelling." Neve Campbell not pregnant, says rep Turns out Neve Campbell does not have a baby on board. It was reported Tuesday that the actress and her longtime love JJ Feild were expecting their second child, but a rep for Campbell has since shot down the claim. Miley Cyrus’ VMAs date sentenced to six months in jail The young man who accompanied Miley Cyrus to the MTV Video Music Awards and read her acceptance speech has been sentenced to six months in jail for violating the terms of his probation in Oregon. Pandora reveals most popular music genres in NYC neighborhoods Every New York neighborhood has its character - and its sound. Evidence has been corralled by Pandora, the popular internet streaming and radio service. Bill Murray reveals he spoke at George Clooney's wedding Bill Murray felt the love at George Clooney and Amal Alamuddin's wedding. Actor and wedding guest Bill Murray gushed on the "Today" show Tuesday while promoting his new film "St. Vincent."about the couple's big day and the toast he gave to the newlyweds. Nickelback hater launches campaign to keep band out of London One Nickelback hater is hoping the rock band burns to the ground. In fact, Craig Mandell, a British man who feels they're the worst band ever, has launched a campaign to stop them from terrorizing his city called "Don't Let Nickel Back." FX orders ‘The People vs. O.J. Simpson’ Television has called O.J. Simpson's number again. FX announced Tuesday that a 10-part drama called "The People v. O.J. Simpson" will kick off its new "American Crime Story" anthology series. #WakeUpCall: Celebrities join new selfie charity campaign It’s bedhead that benefits UNICEF. English journalist Jemima Khan has kicked off a new selfie-focused social media campaign to help the 6.5 million children impacted by the conflict in Syria. Jessica Chastain on why women deserve lead roles in Hollywood Jessica Chastain supports a woman's world in Hollywood. The 31-year-old actress stunned on the November cover of Glamour magazine and opened up about being cast in strong female roles and why women should get more of those opportunities. Worst celebrity breakup tattoos Relationships come and go, but tattoos are forever -- a lesson these celebrity couples are learning the hard way. Check out the worst breakup tattoos in Hollywood ... ‘Alto Manhattan’ seeks to cast Spanish-speaking roles for New York City based soap opera Upper Manhattan is getting dramatized in unprecedented fashion. "Alto Manhattan," which will be the first-ever Spanish-language soap opera to be filmed primarily in New York City, follows Emily Sandoval, a female in her 20s who comes from Dajabón, Dominican Republic, and tries to balance her professional aspirations with a torrid love life. Photo Gallery Celebrity sexcapades It seems all of Hollywood is getting hot and heavy on camera! Check out the famous faces caught in uncompromising positions. Most Popular Most Read Most Shared 1 Teresa Giudice puts Andy Cohen's 'Live' on rewind 2 Jennifer Lawrence breaks her silence on nude photo leak 3 Amanda Bynes reveals plans to attend school in New York 4 ‘7th Heaven’ dad Stephen Collins admits to sexually abusing girl: report 5 Amanda Bynes says she's engaged to teen boyfriend 6 Lively projects keep Aziz Ansari busy 7 Teresa Giudice may divorce Joe Giudice after fraud conviction: report 8 Mariah Carey struggles to sing during first night of tour 9 George Clooney, Amal Alamuddin purchase English mansion: report 10 Chris Martin buys home next to Gwyneth Paltrow: report 1 Teresa Giudice puts Andy Cohen's 'Live' on rewind 2 Amanda Bynes says she's engaged to teen boyfriend 3 ‘7th Heaven’ dad Stephen Collins admits to sexually abusing girl: report 4 Amanda Bynes reveals plans to attend school in New York 5 Joan Rivers had surprise biopsy that cut air supply: source 6 Lindsay Lohan: Oprah Winfrey is my fairy godmother 7 Mariah Carey struggles to sing during first night of tour 8 Teresa Giudice may divorce Joe Giudice after fraud conviction: report 9 Amber Rose: Ending my marriage feels like 'my best friend died' 10 Blake Lively, Ryan Reynolds expecting first child Gossip Video Media Kit Home Delivery Newsletters Businesses Place an Ad About our Ads Contact Us Careers FAQ's Feeds Site Map Use of this website signifies your agreement to the Terms of Service and Privacy Policy. © Copyright 2014 NYDailyNews.com. All rights reserved.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7760,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 6, April 2005 Tens of thousands of students in oversize classes Almost 43,000 B.C. high school students are crowded into oversize classes for some academic courses, according to BCTF research. Recent analysis of data collected by school districts reveals that secondary school classes have grown far beyond what would have been acceptable only a few years ago. Since 2002, when the B.C. Liberals stripped class-size protections from the teachers' collective agreement, classes have grown larger in every grade. "It’s no surprise that learning conditions have deteriorated without contractual protections, but we were surprised at the scope of the class-size problem," said Jinny Sims, president of the B.C. Teachers’ Federation. "With almost 43,000 kids in oversize classes, it’s a huge issue for students and teachers who are under intense pressure to constantly improve achievement." The Ministry of Education has stopped collecting class-size data. However, legislation requires school boards to maintain a district-wide average of 30 students per class and therefore districts do collect the information. Because teachers believe so strongly that reasonable class sizes are key to quality education, the BCTF filed a freedom of information request for the class-size data reported by districts last September. The BCTF was able to use the information to build a database that represents about 90% of the classes in the province. Elementary data will soon be available as well. There was too much data to explore the situation in all secondary classes, so several courses were selected for close examination: Science 8, Social Studies 9, Biology 11, English 11, and English 12. At the provincial level, the classes with more than 26 students in Science and Biology and 30 students in English and Social Studies were identified. On an aggregate basis, at least 26,227 students are in Science classes with more than 26 students and 16,558 students are in English and Social Studies classes of more than 30. The data has been provided to locals on a provincial overview basis and on a school-by-school basis for secondary schools. – Larry Kuehn Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141006,www.bctea.org,http://www.bctea.org//,BCTEA | Home About BCTEA News Login Contact Us Skip to Main Content BCTEA           About BCTEA Discussion Forum Contacts Membership Executive Positions Best Practices Guide Best Practices Guide Document Best Practices Guide Media Stories Resources Middle School Technology General Technology Junior Level 8-10 Industrial Design 11-12 Woodwork Junior Wood 8-10 Carpentry & Joinery Drafting & Design Junior Level 8-10 Senior Level 11-12 Metalwork Junior Metalwork 8-10 Metal Fabricating & Machining 11-12 Electronics Junior Electronics 8-10 Electronics 11-12 Automotive Technology 11 & 12 Power Mechanics 9 & 10 Safety HEADS UP for Safety Power Tool Safety WorkSafe BC Resources BCTEA Listserve BCTEA Facebook Page BCTEA Conference Information Accommodation Directions To The Conference District Reps Meeting Workshops Outstanding Technology Education Award Links Career Opportunites Education Links Facility Planning Industry & Technology Related Organizations Safety Archives Grants Media Stories Project Shop Class 2014 Job Openings BCTEA Updates Conference 2014   Gladstone Secondary School 4105 Gladstone St, Vancouver, BC V5N 4Z2 Host for Conference 2014 October 24, 2014 Conference Chair:  Todd Ablett tablett@vsb.bc.ca       Interested in: presenting at the conference, contact tablett@vsb.bc.ca having a booth in the vendors' display, contact louellet@sd69.bc.ca   A call to all Technology Teachers in BC. Hi everyone: my name is Todd Ablett and I am this year BCTEA's conference chairperson.  With the support of the BCTEA executive we are going ahead with our fall Technology Education PSA day.  read more   Conference 2014 Registration NOW Active Use the following link to register online for Conference 2014:   http://www.bcteaconference.ca Please note, only credit card payment is accepted.   Conference Workshops A preliminary list of conference workshops is now posted.  Click on the BCTEA Conference Information - Workshops button on the left sidebar menu for the list of workshops. Please check back frequently as the list will be updated in the coming days.     Check the Conference 2013 Google Drive For More Information: https://drive.google.com/folderview?id=0B4G1hbUR7lo-bEIza1RsTG5feXM&usp=sharing   BCTEA Listserve If you are interested in joining the BCTEA listserve, please use the link below and follow the directions. http://bctf.ca/cgi-bin/mailinglistssub.pl?Class=psa   BCTEA Membership Online The BCTF is pleased to announce the launch of the online membership registration system for Provincial Specialist Associations (PSAs). You will now be able to easily and quickly join, renew, and purchase your BCTEA membership on the BCTF website. Join the BCTEA today! The membership offers an opportunity for professional dialogue and support with colleagues from around BC. Use the following link to access the online membership registration: https://www.bctf.ca/psa/join.aspx     Conference 2013 Sponsors:   BCTEA is a Provincial Specialist Association of the British Columbia Teachers Federation. Site Development by Brainflex)
(20141005,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js,)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=14698,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 20, Number 3, November/December 2007 The MSG/child obesity connection Almost everyone who reads or listens to the media knows that we have a child (and adult) obesity crisis in North Americathough Canada is not quite as bad as the US in this health crisis. The obesity epidemic is at the root of another crisisthe huge increase in Type 2 diabetes in children. Much attention has been rightly focussed on junk food in schools but we also know that it is very hard to get kids to switch to healthier foods if junk food is in any way accessible. But what most people dont know is why. And its not that sugar and fat tastes better than vegetables and fruit. The nasty little secret, known by food researchers since at least 1978, is that what really addicts kids to junk foods is not the natural taste. Its the MSG (monsosodium glutamate) that is added to virtually all junk foods. And to make matters worse, its not just traditional junk foods that are stuffed with this addictive chemical, it is a huge range of processed foods. There are two threats to children from this food additive; it is clinically addictive and it stimulates the pancreas to create more insulin, which in turn drives kids to eat even more. This latter discovery was first made in the late 1970s. But by now there have been literally hundreds of studies taking advantage of this discovery. How? Scientists using rats and mice in experiments often require obese animals for their tests. But rats and mice are not normally obese, so scientists inject the rodents at birth with MSG and presto! They have obese subjects. The MSG triples the amount of insulin the rats pancreas creates. If you doubt the connection, go to the National Library of Medicine, at www.pubmed.com and search under "MSG Obese" and check some of the 127 studies that come up. John Erb, formerly a researcher at the University of Waterloo in Ontario, documents the MSG story is his book The Slow Poisoning of America. The stuff is in everything, even in some of the coffees you buy at your favourite coffee shop; its even injected into turkeys. Its in Campbells soups, the Hostess Doritos, the Lays flavoured potato chips, Betty Crocker Hamburger Helper, Heinz canned gravy, Swanson frozen prepared meals, and Kraft salad dressings, with even more in the low-fat versions. It is in almost all canned, processed foods. Literally every fast-food joint uses MSG. And because it has nearly a dozen aliases, its not always easy to tell which foods contain it. Included in its other names are: natural flavouring, hydrolyzed vegetable protein, Accent, Aginomoto, autolyzed yeast extract, and natural meat tenderizer. In his book, In Bad Taste: The Msg Symptom Complex, Dr. George Schwartz identified new research as showing links between MSG and the dramatic rise in cases of asthma, ADHD, migraine, Parkinsons Disease, and heartbeat irregularities. Much of the concern about childhood obesity has focussed on the problems it will cause sufferers later on in life. But according to the University of Florida News, researchers at the University of Florida have discovered "a link between morbid obesity in toddlers and lower IQ scores, cognitive delays and brain lesions similar to those seen in Alzheimers disease patients." Dr. Daniel J. Driscoll, a University of Florida professor of molecular genetics and microbiology in the College of Medicine and the lead author of the study, stated: "...were postulating that early-onset morbid obesity and these metabolic, biochemical problems can also lead to cognitive impairment." Driscolls study compared normal-weight children and adults with children and adults who had become obese as toddlers "...for no known genetic reason..." and they found that patients with early-onset morbid obesity had an average IQ of 78 compared to the control group of normal-weight siblings average IQ of 106. Driscoll points out that the studies are preliminary and more are planned. Food processors, of course, know exactly what the impact of MSG is on the human body. The web site of the Glutamate industrymsgfacts.comboasts of the impact on food consumption in the elderly: "Studies have found that adding MSG to certain foods, such as soup and mashed potatoes, has been successful in increasing the food intake in institutionalized elderly populations." They dont mention its impact on the "food intake" of children. Oh, yes, and while the kids are eating MSG-laced junk foods they wash it down with diet soft drinks loaded with another taste enhancer, aspartame, which studies have shown also promotes obesity.  Murray Dobbin Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications.aspx?id=5984&printPage=true,BCTF > Selected areas of work, BCTF Research Department  	BCTF Publications  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > BCTF Research Selected Areas of Work, BCTF Research Department Larry Kuehn, Director of Research and Technology Larry Kuehn has particular interests in education policy, technology, and social issues. His responsibilities include the BCTF International Solidarity Program. He has taught English in Kitimat, Kettle Valley, and Kamloops, and was president of the BCTF, 1981-84. Larry is the co-author of the book, Pandora’s Box: Free trade, corporate power, and Canadian education. He has written extensively on issues related to education and globalization, and trade agreements, and on the social impact of information technology in education. He has a Doctor of Education degree from UBC. overall management of research priorities education technology distributed learning information policy issues privatization and commercialization of education BCTF International Solidarity program social justice issues  education funding policy and strategy globalization and education Charlie Naylor, Senior Researcher – professional issues in teaching and qualitative data Charlie Naylor has an undergraduate degree from the University of London (UK), a post-graduate teaching diploma from the University of Sheffield, an MA (Education) in Curriculum and Instruction from SFU, and a PhD from UBC. He has taught at the high-school level in Sheffield, England, in programs for unemployed youth in Melbourne, Australia, and at UBC. Since joining the Federation’s staff in 1992, Charlie’s research has focused on analyzing a wide range of issues including ESL, Special Education, teacher/action research, literacy, health and safety issues, and education policy. He supports local teacher associations’ research projects and facilitates teacher research groups. teacher inquiry 21st century learning survey research teacher leadership professional issues in teaching and schools teacher union research mentoring inclusion research design professional development research multiliteracies supporting locals’ research projects Margaret White, Senior Research Analyst – education funding and data analysis Margaret White is an experienced researcher in the fields of health, education, and labour research. Early in her career she worked with community-based organizations to conduct primary and secondary research and develop labour education curriculum on women’s employment issues. She has several years' experience in health research conducting population-based studies, clinical trials, and qualitative research in the fields of integrative healthcare and work and illness. Margaret also volunteered for several years doing research and advocacy to improve conditions for students in Vancouver’s inner city schools. She has a Master’s of Industrial Relations degree (U of T), specializing in labour market policy and collective bargaining. Education funding Education statistics/working and learning conditions Poverty and education Economic policy analysis Research design (quantitative and qualitative) Teacher salaries   Anne Field, Research and International Program Assistant Anne Field has an undergraduate degree in English and French, and experience with a Vancouver book publisher. She edits and co-ordinates production and distribution of reports written by department staff both on paper and online, through electronic mailing lists and the BCTF’s website. As well as working in many different stages on surveys, databases, and research projects with Charlie, Margaret, and Larry, Anne answers information requests about BCTF research. Jolanta Vaitekonyte, Research and International Program Assistant  Jolanta's biography is under development. She provides administrative support to members of the Research and Technology Division. Together, Anne and Jolanta's work includes: bctf-research electronic mailing list copy editing and proofreading research, production, and distribution of research projects surveys and databases administrative tasks related to organizing meetings/think tanks International Solidarity Program inquiries about BCTF research  Last updated December 2013 )
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/globalnews?lang=ja,Globalnews.ca(@globalnews)さん | Twitter Twitter 検索クエリ Twitterを検索 検索メモ 削除 認証済みアカウント @ おすすめユーザー 認証済みアカウント @ 認証済みアカウント @ 言語: 日本語 Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch English EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe 繁體中文 简体中文 Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 アカウントをお持ちの場合は ログイン Twitter は初めてですか? 今すぐ登録 » ログイン 電話番号、メールアドレスまたはユーザー名 パスワード ログイン 保存する パスワードを忘れた場合はこちら 既にテキストメッセージで Twitter をご利用ですか? Globalnews.ca 認証済みアカウント @globalnews ツイート 64,569 画像/動画 2,989 フォロー 2,000 フォロワー 43,204 お気に入り 162   その他 お気に入り リスト @globalnewsさんのミュートを解除 @globalnewsさんをミュート フォロー フォロー中 解除 ブロック中 ブロック解除 保留中 キャンセル Globalnews.ca認証済みアカウント @globalnews Breaking Canadian news with a fresh perspective on local, national and international headlines. Global News reporters: http://ow.ly/xAwOf  globalnews.ca 2010年2月に登録 2,989 画像と動画 ツイート ツイート ツイートと返信 Globalnews.ca @globalnews  ·  6 分 6分前 UPDATED: Nurse in Spain is 1st #Ebola infection outside West Africa http://glbn.ca/ClOKv  概要を表示 返信 0件の返信 リツイート リツイート済み 1件のリツイート 1 お気に入りに登録 お気に入り 0件のお気に入り その他 ツイートをサイトに埋め込む Globalnews.ca @globalnews  ·  31 分 31分前 USA Swimming suspends #MichaelPhelps for 6 months http://glbn.ca/ClLU9  pic.twitter.com/nqC3dQ3NhL 画像/動画をさらに表示 返信 0件の返信 リツイート リツイート済み 2件のリツイート 2 お気に入りに登録 お気に入り 0件のお気に入り その他 ツイートをサイトに埋め込む Globalnews.ca @globalnews  ·  32 分 32分前 Hillary Clinton: military action against ISIS “critical” and “essential” http://globalnews.ca/news/1600343/watch-live-hillary-clinton-speaks-at-canada-2020-conference/ … #cdnpoli 概要を表示 返信 0件の返信 リツイート リツイート済み 3件のリツイート 3 お気に入りに登録 お気に入り 0件のお気に入り その他 ツイートをサイトに埋め込む Globalnews.ca @globalnews  ·  44 分 44分前 Boy left in car during church choir practice dies http://glbn.ca/ClKBB  概要を表示 返信 0件の返信 リツイート リツイート済み 1件のリツイート 1 お気に入りに登録 お気に入り 0件のお気に入り その他 ツイートをサイトに埋め込む Globalnews.ca @globalnews  ·  1 時間 1時間前 #GM uses #Facebook, calls to get recalled cars fixed http://glbn.ca/ClEQS  概要を表示 返信 0件の返信 リツイート リツイート済み 3件のリツイート 3 お気に入りに登録 お気に入り 0件のお気に入り その他 ツイートをサイトに埋め込む Globalnews.ca @globalnews  ·  2 時間 1時間前 Can homegrown food win the climate change war? http://glbn.ca/ClCaN  概要を表示 返信 0件の返信 リツイート リツイート済み 4件のリツイート 4 お気に入りに登録 お気に入り 0件のお気に入り その他 ツイートをサイトに埋め込む Globalnews.ca @globalnews  ·  2 時間 1時間前 Earth has had 5 mass extinction events. Are we in the midst of our 6th? http://wp.me/p2Y4rw-6GYH  #extinction pic.twitter.com/jfpzqrahHK 画像/動画をさらに表示 返信 0件の返信 リツイート リツイート済み 6件のリツイート 6 お気に入りに登録 お気に入り 1件のお気に入り 1 その他 ツイートをサイトに埋め込む Globalnews.ca @globalnews  ·  2 時間 2時間前 Crown fights to declare mentally ill inmate Marlene Carter a dangerous offender--putting her behind bars indefinitely http://globalnews.ca/news/1600745/crown-fights-to-designate-mentally-ill-suicidal-inmate-dangerous-offender/ … 概要を表示 返信 0件の返信 リツイート リツイート済み 1件のリツイート 1 お気に入りに登録 お気に入り 0件のお気に入り その他 ツイートをサイトに埋め込む Globalnews.ca @globalnews  ·  2 時間 2時間前 Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released http://glbn.ca/CluRu  Warning: This story contains graphic details. 概要を表示 返信 0件の返信 リツイート リツイート済み 4件のリツイート 4 お気に入りに登録 お気に入り 0件のお気に入り その他 ツイートをサイトに埋め込む Globalnews.ca @globalnews  ·  3 時間 2時間前 Everything you need to know about Wednesday's lunar eclipse. http://wp.me/p2Y4rw-6Ii0  #eclipse pic.twitter.com/FTer4pvSTq 画像/動画をさらに表示 返信 0件の返信 リツイート リツイート済み 47件のリツイート 47 お気に入りに登録 お気に入り 9件のお気に入り 9 その他 ツイートをサイトに埋め込む Globalnews.ca @globalnews  ·  3 時間 2時間前 RT @globalnewsto: UPDATED: Second victim dies after double shooting near Etobicoke school http://glbn.ca/ClrBy  概要を表示 返信 0件の返信 リツイート リツイート済み 1件のリツイート 1 お気に入りに登録 お気に入り 1件のお気に入り 1 その他 ツイートをサイトに埋め込む Globalnews.ca @globalnews  ·  3 時間 2時間前 Edmonton man’s online petition against photo radar picks up speed http://glbn.ca/ClksY  概要を表示 返信 0件の返信 リツイート リツイート済み 5件のリツイート 5 お気に入りに登録 お気に入り 1件のお気に入り 1 その他 ツイートをサイトに埋め込む Globalnews.ca @globalnews  ·  3 時間 3時間前 Meet @RachelsNews — the 15yo fighting for #GMO labelling in Canada http://glbn.ca/ClmBm  Watch @allisonvglobal's report on @GlobalNational 概要を表示 返信 0件の返信 リツイート リツイート済み 11件のリツイート 11 お気に入りに登録 お気に入り 9件のお気に入り 9 その他 ツイートをサイトに埋め込む Globalnews.ca @globalnews  ·  3 時間 3時間前 109-year booze ban in predominantly Mormon town of Cardston, Alberta up for vote in plebiscite http://glbn.ca/Clk86  概要を表示 返信 0件の返信 リツイート リツイート済み 4件のリツイート 4 お気に入りに登録 お気に入り 1件のお気に入り 1 その他 ツイートをサイトに埋め込む Globalnews.ca @globalnews  ·  3 時間 3時間前 Postmedia boss says Sun newspaper merger all about fending off Google, Facebook http://globalnews.ca/news/1600039/quebecor-sells-off-sun-newspaper-chain-to-postmedia/ … #cdnmedia pic.twitter.com/qM4cwxbTpc 画像/動画をさらに表示 返信 0件の返信 リツイート リツイート済み 2件のリツイート 2 お気に入りに登録 お気に入り 0件のお気に入り その他 ツイートをサイトに埋め込む Globalnews.ca @globalnews  ·  3 時間 3時間前 Alberta Serious Incident Response Team investigates officer-involved shooting in Redcliff http://glbn.ca/CljTi  概要を表示 返信 0件の返信 リツイート リツイート済み 1件のリツイート 1 お気に入りに登録 お気に入り 0件のお気に入り その他 ツイートをサイトに埋め込む Globalnews.ca @globalnews  ·  3 時間 3時間前 Nurse in Spain is first Ebola infection outside West Africa http://glbn.ca/ClmuS  pic.twitter.com/elxZKkW5cO 画像/動画をさらに表示 返信 0件の返信 リツイート リツイート済み 4件のリツイート 4 お気に入りに登録 お気に入り 0件のお気に入り その他 ツイートをサイトに埋め込む Globalnews.ca @globalnews  ·  3 時間 3時間前 Tenant charged in death of woman found in Edmonton house fire http://glbn.ca/CljLo  概要を表示 返信 0件の返信 リツイート リツイート済み 0件のリツイート お気に入りに登録 お気に入り 0件のお気に入り その他 ツイートをサイトに埋め込む Globalnews.ca @globalnews  ·  4 時間 3時間前 WATCH LIVE: Hillary Clinton speaks at Canada 2020 conference http://glbn.ca/Clkyz  概要を表示 返信 0件の返信 リツイート リツイート済み 4件のリツイート 4 お気に入りに登録 お気に入り 1件のお気に入り 1 その他 ツイートをサイトに埋め込む Globalnews.ca @globalnews  ·  4 時間 3時間前 What are the rules of engagement for Canada's anti-ISIS mission? - http://snpy.tv/1vIgniL  Globalnews.ca 再生 画像/動画をさらに表示 返信 0件の返信 リツイート リツイート済み 3件のリツイート 3 お気に入りに登録 お気に入り 0件のお気に入り その他 ツイートをサイトに埋め込む Twitterは処理能力の限界を超えているか、一時的な不具合が発生しています。 再度、お試しください 詳しくはTwitterステータスをご覧ください。 閉じる Globalnews.caさんがフォローしています Globalnews.caのメッセージをお見逃しなく · 変更する © 2014 Twitter Twitterについて ヘルプ 広告情報 閉じる トレンド カスタマイズされたトレンド トレンドは気になる情報を手に入れるための便利な機能です。位置情報やフォローしているユーザーをもとに、カスタマイズされます。 変更する カスタマイズされたトレンドを利用する 世界中のトレンドを見てみましょう 完了 非表示にする 閉じる 以前の 次へ 閉じる プロフィールページへ 検索メモ 削除 認証済みアカウント @ おすすめユーザー 認証済みアカウント @ 認証済みアカウント @ 閉じる このツイートをリツイートしますか? キャンセル リツイート 閉じる このツイートを本当に削除しますか? キャンセル 削除 閉じる ブロック キャンセル ブロック ツイートに位置情報を追加する 位置情報と一緒にツイートした場合、Twitterはその位置情報も保存します。 毎回ツイートする際に、位置情報を付加する/付加しないを選択することができ、いつでも過去の位置情報を全て削除することも可能です。 詳しい説明 位置情報を許可 今はしない 位置情報を無効化 閉じる プロフィール 閉じる マイリスト 閉じる 新しいリストを作成 リスト名 説明 100文字以下(オプション) プライバシー 公開 · このリストは誰でもフォローできます 非公開 · 自分のみこのリストにアクセス可能 リストを保存 閉じる 閉じる このツイートをサイトに埋め込む 以下のコードをコピーしてサイトにツイートを埋め込むことができます。 もっと詳しく サーバーとの通信で問題が発生しました。もう一度お試しください 元のツイートを含める メディアを含める プレビュー 閉じる Twitterに登録する Twitterを使ってみませんか?興味のあることをフォローして最新情報をチェックしましょう。 アカウントをお持ちの場合は ログイン » 閉じる 双方向(送信と受信)のショートコード: 国 コード 次のキャリアの利用者 アメリカ 40404 (すべて) カナダ 21212 (すべて) イギリス 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 ブラジル 40404 Nextel, TIM ハイチ 40404 Digicel, Voila アイルランド 51210 Vodafone, O2 インド 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance インドネシア 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata イタリア 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » 他の国のSMSショートコードを見る 閉じる 確認)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Foster parents are ordinary people engaged in extraordinary acts of kindness. Join the team! http://t.co/6jUkcsOp6V" @Teresa_Wat - 04:31pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141006,blogs.worldbank.org,http://blogs.worldbank.org/education/world-teachers-day-are-teachers-satisfied,World Teachers’ Day: Are Teachers Satisfied? | Education English Español Français عربي Русский 中文 EN Español Français العربية Русский 中文 Home About Data Research Learning News Projects & Operations Publications Countries Topics Home About Data Research Learning News Projects & Operations Publications Countries Topics Education Bloggers Tags Contact Choose Blog All Blogs Africa Can... All About Finance América Latina & Caribe Arab Voices and Views: Middle East and North Africa Development Impact Development in a Changing Climate Development Marketplace East Asia & Pacific on the rise Education for Global Development EduTech End Poverty in South Asia Energy Future Development Governance for Development Growth and Crisis Information and Communications for Development Investing in Health Latin America Let's Talk Development Nasikiliza Open Data Opinions People Move People, Spaces, Deliberation Political Risk and Emerging Markets Private Sector Development Blog Prospects for Development Sustainable Cities The Trade Post Transport for Development Voces Voices Water Youthink in English Youthink en français Youthink en español World Teachers’ Day: Are Teachers Satisfied? Submitted by Quentin Wodon On Thu, 10/02/2014 co-authors: Patrick Nkengne, Clarence Tsimpo Nkengne Tweet Widget Google Plus One Linkedin Share Button Add comment This weekend marks the 20th anniversary of World Teachers' Day. Since 1994, the day, which is celebrated on October 5, has been an occasion to mobilize support for teachers. Teachers are not only tasked with imparting knowledge, they often have the power to inspire or suppress intellectual curiosity. Primary school teachers in particular help to lay the foundations upon which pupils’ attitudes towards education are built.  Are teachers happy with their job? Do they feel valued? If they were able to start over, would they choose teaching as a career? Are they satisfied?   Job satisfaction is known to have an impact on employee well-being, productivity, absenteeism, and turnover. Students may not reap the full benefits of education when teacher job satisfaction levels are low, or when teachers are plainly dissatisfied with their work or working conditions. Job satisfaction among teachers should be a major topic of concern not only for Ministries of Education, but also for children, parents, and societies as a whole. And yet, few national studies have been conducted in developing countries to capture the level of teachers’ satisfaction with their careers.   For eight years, UNESCO’s Pôle de Dakar has conducted research on teaching in Africa under its Teacher Initiative in sub-Saharan Africa (TISSA). In one of its latest TISSA reports, the Pôle de Dakar team released results of a survey of primary school teacher satisfaction in Uganda, many of which are striking and should be a source of concern for Uganda. On a four-point rating scale, from very satisfied to very dissatisfied, slightly more than half of teachers were somewhat satisfied (44.2%) or very satisfied (8.6%). One-fifth of teachers (18.2%) were very dissatisfied, and 28.2% were somewhat dissatisfied. When asked whether they would choose to become a teacher again if they had the opportunity to start over, only 41.9% said they would. As to perceptions of other teachers’ satisfaction, less than one-fourth of teachers (22.3%) believed that their colleagues were satisfied.   Teachers were also asked what mattered most for their satisfaction. Surveyors listed eight major factors: professional recognition, opportunities for professional growth, interpersonal relationships/social activities with colleagues, salaries, benefits, working conditions, regular performance assessments, and the quality of head teacher leadership and supervision. More than half of teachers responding said salaries were the main factor affecting job satisfaction, but they also stated that other factors also played a role and deserve attention.   In addition, although the issue of timely payment of salaries was not considered in the survey, it is likely that part of teachers’ discontent in Uganda is related to the fact that they often do not get paid on time. The process of payments also appears to be vulnerable to corruption, including payments to “ghost teachers.” In order to address these issues, the World Bank Group is supporting the government’s introduction of an Integrated Personnel and Payroll System that should create a more efficient payroll system.    The above statistics suggest that satisfaction among primary school teachers is low, and that salaries play a key role in leading to limited satisfaction. It turns out that the level of pay for primary teachers in Uganda is about where one would expect it to be, in relation to the experience of other African countries.   As shown in the graph below, which plots average salaries for primary teachers in African countries against GDP per capita, Uganda ranks slightly above its expected salary level, given its level of development. If salaries matter for teachers in other countries, satisfaction levels might then be limited there as well. This would be bad news for children and families.  Uganda’s Minister of Finance, Maria Kiwanuka, announced a pay increase for teachers in her June 2014 budget speech. But whatever the right level of pay for teachers may be, depending on market and budgetary conditions, it is clear that teachers play an essential role in the future of nations. It is also clear – including in Uganda, according to our research, that job satisfaction affects the level of effort of teachers, and thereby education outcomes for children.   Teachers are vital for societies and should be properly recognized, not only financially but also in other ways. Recall that for about half of primary teachers sampled in Uganda, salaries were not the most important factor affecting job satisfaction – other factors also play a role, pointing to the need for comprehensive policies related to teacher motivation and satisfaction.  Tags: Uganda Africa Education Add new comment Your name E-mail The content of this field is kept private and will not be shown publicly. Homepage Comment * More information about text formats Plain text Allowed HTML tags: <br> <p> Lines and paragraphs break automatically. Notify me when new comments are posted All comments Replies to my comment By submitting this form, you accept the Mollom privacy policy. Subscribe by email E-mail: * Enter your email below to receive email notifications when new content is posted Featured Bloggers Claudia Costin Senior Director, Education Harry A. Patrinos Manager - Education Subscribe via RSS  RSS Tweets by @WBeducation Recent comments Good post, Claudia. 2014/09/29 Good piece with clear message 2014/09/12 This is an excellent article 2014/09/11 Interesting article Ariel. 2014/08/29 This comment goes to Donald 2014/08/20 more Archive October 2014 (1) September 2014 (3) August 2014 (2) July 2014 (6) June 2014 (1) May 2014 (3) April 2014 (3) March 2014 (3) February 2014 (3) January 2014 (1) December 2013 (5) November 2013 (3) more You are here You are here » Blogs » Education » World Teachers’ Day: Are Teachers Satisfied? RESOURCES Civil Society Consultations Governments Client Connection Parliamentarians Access to Information Finance & Risk Management Businesses Corporate Procurement Operational Procurement Investors World Bank Bonds Job Seekers Journalists Students ABOUT History Leadership Public Outreach Events Jobs Annual Reports NEWS Search for News Blogs Multimedia Media Briefing Center Media Contacts DATA Search Data Data Bank Catalog Data Publications & Products APIs for Developers PROJECTS & OPERATIONS Search Projects Our Focus Products & Services Country Lending Procurement Project Evaluations Results RESEARCH Search Research Tools & Tables Research Publications & Products PUBLICATIONS Bookstore Documents & Reports Archives Libraries LEARNING Global Development Learning Network Capacity Development Resource Center Statistical Capacity Building Scholarships & Fellowships COUNTRIES TOPICS RESOURCES Civil Society Consultations Governments Businesses Investors Job Seekers Journalists Students ABOUT NEWS DATA PROJECTS & OPERATIONS RESEARCH PUBLICATIONS LEARNING COUNTRIES TOPICS IBRD IDA IFC MIGA ICSID Legal | Access to Information | Jobs | Site Map | Contact © 2014 The World Bank Group, All Rights Reserved. Fraud & Corruption Hotline 1-202-458-7677)
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(20141007,www.huffingtonpost.ca,http://www.huffingtonpost.ca/abby-langer/family-dinner_b_5940906.html,Family Dinners Don't Have to Be Perfect | Abby Langer View mobile site October 7, 2014 Huffpost Canada Living ca Edition: ca Show/Hide Brasil BR Canada CA Deutschland DE España ES France FR Italia IT 日本 (Japan) JP 한국 (Korea) KR Maghreb MG United Kingdom UK United States US Region: ALL Show/Hide All Canada Alberta British Columbia Québec (en français) Follow Newsletters Get Canada LivingNewsletters Email address Enter Email Address Huffington Post Search Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search iOS app Android app More Log in Create Account Notifications 0 $USERNAME Profile Settings Logout FRONT PAGE Politics Ford Still Doesn't Understand Racism 51 Kenney Posts Photos Of Iraqi Children To Make Case For ISIL Airstrikes 91 Clinton: Canadian Help In ISIL Fight 'Indispensable' 44 Unvetted Judge Joins Supreme Court 42 Canada Sends Advance Team To Middle East 109 Go to Politics More in Politics The Pulse Stephen Harper You Might Also Like US Politics UK Politics Business Porn Company Has A Raunchy Deal For Air Canada Pilots 3 Sun News Just Lost Its Main Source Of Content; What Now? 48 Canadian Cities Surprisingly Unpopular Destinations For Workers 0 This Is How You Rack Up U.S. Roaming Charges While In Canada 14 Look What China Might Actually Build 47 Go to Business More in Business Small Business Money You Might Also Like Tech TechCrunch Autoblog WorldPost Spanish Nurse First To Contract Ebola Outside West Africa 518 It's Been 3 Weeks Since Anyone's Seen Kim And Rumors Are Swirling 91 3 New Findings On ISIS Weapons That You Should Know About 0 Kurds Face Massacre In Syrian Border Town As Turkey Just Watches 334 American Held Hostage By ISIS: 'I Am Obviously Pretty Scared To Die' 70 Go to WorldPost More in WorldPost Foreign Affairs World Elections Arab Uprising Afghanistan War Syria Crisis You Might Also Like Travel Impact Living 100 Pumpkin Carvings That Will Inspire You 0 Fried Maple Leaves Are A Delicacy In Japan, And We're Jealous 6 WATCH: HuffPost Readers School Us On Toronto's Real Must-Eats 2 Toronto Dubbed Fourth Most Livable City In The World 0 33 Signs You Live In Liberty Village 1 Go to Living You Might Also Like Healthy Living Food Recipes Divorce Women Parentdish Green Post50 Weddings Style Best Halloween Costumes For Men And Women 0 Most Offensive Products In Retail 3 Canadian Model Coco Rocha Is Pregnant! 4 LOOK: Matthew McConaughey Wears 'Dazed And Confused' T-Shirt 1 Go to Style More in Style Beauty Fashion Celeb Style Entertaining and Etiquette Stylelist Canada Wedding Style Home Style You Might Also Like Style (U.S.) Weddings Stylelist Canada Entertainment Kris Jenner Opens Up About The Late Robert Kardashian 6 Blake Lively Is Pregnant! 30 Mariah Carey Proves She's Not Lip-Synching 42 Is This Where George Clooney And Amal Alamuddin Honeymooned? 7 Pregnant Kelly Rowland Poses Topless In Black And White Photo Shoot 2 Go to Entertainment You Might Also Like Music Celebrity TV Moviefone Arts The Glamorous History Of Pin-Up Like You've Never Seen It Before 3 1 Here Are A Bunch Of F*cking Delightful Artsy Cat Photos. You're Welcome. 3 This Is What It Really Looks Like To Be A Modern Day Nun 8 New Animation-Inspired Art Show Will Make You Yearn For Saturday Morning Cartoons 0 Go to Arts You Might Also Like Books Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Religion Alberta 20 Puppies Found Abandoned In Field 6 Anti-Abortion Postcard Targets Tory MP.. Again 26 Mystery 'GPO Girl' Turns Up In Calgary 0 Jim Prentice: Time A Critical Factor In Alberta Worker Shortage 12 Go to Alberta More in Alberta Alberta Politics Alberta Business Alison Redford Calgary Edmonton British Columbia B.C. Teen Killed By Train Was Wearing Headphones, Texting: RCMP 13 Anthem Singer's Fall Is Lesson In Showmanship 3 Pastafarian Loses B.C. Driver's Licence Over Holy Colander 0 Elderly Asian Women Attacked In Vancouver 0 Lawyers Of Convicted Surrey Six Gangsters Want Mistrial 3 Go to British Columbia More in British Columbia B.C. Politics B.C. Business Christy Clark Vancouver All Sections News Canada Politics Canada Business US Politics US Business World Media Sports Education Crime Weird News Good News Daily Finance Entertainment Entertainment Music TV Celebrity Comedy Arts Books Moviefone Life & Style Living Style Home Healthy Living Taste Weddings Travel Parents Divorce HuffPost 50 Marlo Thomas OWN Tech & Science Tech Science Green Techcrunch Engadget TUAW Joystiq Voices Impact Women Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Religion College Teen Local Quebec (French) Calgary Montreal Ottawa Toronto Vancouver Winnipeg Mapquest Patch.com Our Mobile Apps: iPhone iPad HuffPost Live iPad Android Phone Android Tablet Living Healthy Living Food Recipes Divorce Women Parents Green Parentdish Post50 Weddings Fried Maple Leaves Are A Delicacy In Japan, And We're Jealous 2014-10-06 15:13:16 33 Signs You Live In Liberty Village 2014-10-06 17:20:38 100 Pumpkin Carvings That Will Inspire You 2014-10-06 12:57:00 Fight Acne With.. Grapes? 2014-10-02 11:04:33 8 Co-Workers You Really Don't Want To Deal With 2014-10-06 13:52:27 Baby Elephant's Fall And Rescue Is The Only Pick-Me-Up You Need 2014-10-03 13:40:28 Canada's Blood Inventory Is 'Critically Low' 2014-10-01 10:13:18 One Of The World's 'Most Romantic Cities' Is Right Here In Canada 2014-10-04 12:02:22 World's First Baby Delivered Via Transplanted Womb 2014-10-05 19:38:24 Previous Story Next Story The Blog Featuring fresh takes and real-time analysis from HuffPost's signature lineup of contributors Abby Langer Become a fan Dietitian and Owner, Abby Langer Nutrition. Email Family Dinners Don't Have to Be Perfect Posted: 10/06/2014 5:24 pm EDT Updated: 10/06/2014 5:59 pm EDT Share Tweet Email Comment tumblr reddit Family dinners are having a moment. As a dietitian, I always extol the virtues of cooking at home, eating together, and ensuring that meals are made with mostly fresh foods. That's my professional and personal stance, even though in my own house, like everyone else's, it sometimes doesn't happen. A recent study calling family dinners 'elitist' and 'unrealistic' has ruffled some feathers. The researchers, sociologists from the University of North Carolina, decided to question if the pressure to produce a home cooked meal is indeed worth the payoff in the end. The mothers in the study, who were from middle, low, and working class families, "had largely internalized the message that home-cooked meals had become the hallmark of good mothering, stable families, and the ideal of the healthy, productive citizen." The lack of kitchen basics like fresh produce and tools was cited as a major barrier for the women in the study, as were the complaints of family members about the food the women were cooking. Women from middle class families were concerned that they couldn't afford all organic food for their families, and this gave them a sense of failure because they felt that they weren't providing the best food for their families. It seems as though the women interviewed were going for a romanticized version of the family dinner, when perhaps they should be considering what they can do, rather than what they can't. I have seen people rise to the occasion and be resourceful when they need to, and those are the people put their health and the health of their families as a priority. I have also seen people use excuse after excuse to allow themselves to be a victim of their circumstances and to continue the same unhealthful behavior. Of course there are people who live in extremely poor conditions and the above does not apply to them, lest you think I'm a heartless person all around. But why not take the study one step further and do some research on families (including fathers!) who are successful at cooking and feeding their families? I think part of the issue is society's obsession with the 'must-haves': must be organic. Must be local. Must be unprocessed. Must be eaten together on a table in the kitchen. It's enough to intimidate people who are already confused about what they should be eating and whose resources may be limited. Feeling that you've failed your family if you don't buy all organic foods is just sad. But then, as if to punctuate that thought, here comes Sam Sifton in the New York Times, pontificating with his 'cooking manifesto', about how people should just get over themselves and cook a chicken on a weeknight. Not just any chicken, mind you, but an organic chicken from the butcher because it "tastes better," and the butcher can even spatchcock it for you! Maybe Mr. Sifton assumes that the readership of the Times are those people who can readily afford, in time and finances, to hit up the organic butcher after a busy day in order to 'just cook', as he puts it. Simple, right? And 'spatchcock'? Who even knows what that means? Maybe I missed that because I was rolling my eyes so much as I was reading the article. The foodie culture is overwhelming for many folks who have never thought of food as something to be cherished, and there are many of those people out there. As someone who was privileged enough to grow up with parents who taught me to cook at an early age and to love good food, I appreciate it, and I search it out, but I've made it my life's work to educate people about it. And by 'good' food, I mean, fresh, not necessarily expensive, food. Understanding that many of my clients feel that meals need to be a big production and are so overwhelmed by the thought that they don't even try to cook, I teach them what I truly believe: that to cook simple and easy food is doable for most people, no matter who they are. I have clients who don't have working ovens, who don't know how to cook, and whose kitchens are overrun with roaches. I have clients who have no money left at the end of the month and who use foodbanks on a regular basis. Their barriers are not easily overcome, but it can be done. See, this is where I feel the family dinner study and Sam Sifton have failed -- because they perpetuate that pressure of the complicated, expensive family dinner. Try simple, non-organic, $6 roasted chicken with potatoes. Pasta with a can of tuna and frozen peas. A grilled cheese and tomato sandwich. Bean salad with rice. All of these are reasonably-priced, easy to make meals, made with a minimum of skill, prep time, and kitchen implements. I also teach how to be prepared, so even those who work shiftwork can return home to food that they've batch cooked in advance. People can do their best where cooking and eating is concerned, and they don't need the pressure of being perfect. I don't think family dinners or home cooking for one or more is elitist and unrealistic, but I do think that we have to temper our expectations of ourselves down to what is doable under the circumstances of our lives. We need to have the courage to explore why it's not happening now, and what we can do to fix that. We also need to increase access to basic cooking classes and nutrition classes. People who identify as 'foodies' talk about getting down to basics with their food, but getting down to basics doesn't need to mean anything beyond a rudimentary cooking lesson and some bare-bones kitchen staples such as in-season fruit and vegetables, bread, milk, and eggs. Cooking isn't always joyful or easy, but empowering those who need empowerment the most -- the financially disadvantaged, people who work long hours, and lastly, the apathetic -- will go a long way to creating a culture where the nurturing power of home-cooked food reaches through barriers and feeds families. ALSO ON HUFFPOST: 1 Feast of the Seven Fishes Flickr:GW Fins Also known as "The Vigil," the feast of the seven fishes is observed by Sicilians on Christmas eve. Families get together or a large seafood dinner, often serving upwards of seven seafood dishes! 2 Dim Sum Flickr:adactio Chinese-American families across America know that dim sum is more than just a basket of dumplings. This meal, which includes buns, rice noodles, tea and more, is better with all your brothers, sisters and cousins surrounding you. 3 English Tea Time Flickr:michelle.schrank Thanks to my South African and British grandmothers, 4PM was more than just "late afternoon" in my home. There was always time for cookies, tea with milk, and fantastic conversation in honor of this comforting English tradition. 4 Safari Supper Flickr:melissa.delzio Known as a "progressive dinner" in America, this tradition is popular in the United Kingdom and British colonies. A cross between a potluck and a block party, the safari supper is a moving feast, with one course being served at each successive house. 5 Eid Al Fitr Getty Known in English as the Festival of Breaking the Fast, Eid Al Fitr signifies the end of Ramadan, a month-long fast honored by Muslims around the world. Although the date for Eid can be somewhat controversial, most communities follow the Saudi Arabian determination. 6 Fika Shutterstock For Swedes in America, a coffee break means so much more than just grabbing a Keurig pod. The tradition of "fika" includes sitting down for coffee and a dessert with friends. Good thing Americans are starting to catch onto this lovely pasttime! 7 Shabbat Dinner Flickr:slgckgc Every Friday night and Saturday, Jews observe Shabbat, the day of rest. One of the main events on Shabbat is Friday night dinner, where families say blessings over wine and a special braided bread called challah, and partake in traditional Jewish foods such as noodle kugel, gefilte fish and brisket. 8 Luau Flickr:spencer343 Although this is a situation where the place was brought to America, as opposed to the food, a traditional luau is fun, filling, and integral to Hawaiian culture. 9 Braai Shutterstock Afrikaans for barbecue, braai is a South African tradition that started in the late 17th century and is often practiced in South African communities around America. Wine, friends and biltong (a South African beef jerky) sounds like a lovely way to spend a summer evening to us. 10 Fish Fry Flickr:jeffreyw Although fish fries are now popular in the Deep South, this meatless tradition stems from German Catholicism. Just like the Feast of Seven Fishes, a fish fry used to be a way for Catholics to spend time together while abstaining from meat on holy days. 11 Smorgasbord Shutterstock While buffet-style might just be an exciting lunch option to some, it holds a dear place in the hearts of many Scandinavians. The Smorgasbord is a Nordic buffet laid out with appetizers, main dishes and desserts all at once. It can be enjoyed any time of day, and is a time for family and friends to stand, eat and enjoy one another's company. Follow Abby Langer on Twitter: www.twitter.com/langernutrition More: Nutrition Cooking Parenting Family Meals Family Dinner Family Dinners Family Dinner Elitist Family Dinner Unrealistic   Click here to view Conversations Conversations Most Popular 100 Pumpkin Carvings That Will Inspire You Pinterest Fried Maple Leaves Are A Delicacy In Japan, And We're Jealous Lens On Japan WATCH: HuffPost Readers School Us On Toronto's Real Must-Eats CookiesandTomatoes.com Toronto Dubbed Fourth Most Livable City In The World Getty Images One Of The World's 'Most Romantic Cities' Is Right Here In Canada Getty Images 33 Signs You Live In Liberty Village FLICKR: CARLOS PACHECO 8 Co-Workers You Really Don't Want To Deal With Creatas Images via Getty Images 30 Halloween Costumes For Kids That Are Too Cute For Words Pinterest 30 Cute Costumes For Pets That Will Make You Want More Pets Etsy Where to Find The Best Cheap Eats In Canada Guu 'Healthy' Cereals Ranked By How Much Sugar They Have Kellogs/Kashi/General Mills Fight Acne With.. Grapes? Jim Delillo via Getty Images 8 Nuit Blanche Displays With Powerful Messages Twitter 20 Pumpkin Pie Ideas That Will Improve Your Thanksgiving Menu HP FOLLOW HUFFPOST Email Email Address Options HuffPost Daily Brief Living Get top stories and blog posts emailed to me each day.. Facebook HuffPost Living Twitter HuffPost Follow Living Follow Google Plus HuffPost Living RSS The Huffington Post Living All RSS / Feeds Phone Available on the App Store Android App on Google Play Get it at Blackberry App World Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search advertise log in make HuffPost your home page RSS careers FAQ user agreement privacy policy comment policy about us about our ads contact us Copyright ©2014 TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. "The Huffington Post" is a registered trademark of TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. All rights reserved. Part of AOL Lifestyle Use this form to alert a HuffPost editor about a factual or typographical error in this story. Notify message * Required * * * What kind of error is this? Choose an option Factual or typographical Comment moderation problem Rights and permissions Other * What is the correction? 0 count Describe the error here (1,000 character limit) * Type the words below so we know you are not a cyborg Sign me up for The Huffington Post's Daily Brief Thank you!)
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(20141007,www.huffingtonpost.com,http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/10/07/jennifer-lawrence-nude-photo-hack-vanity-fair_n_5945150.html,Jennifer Lawrence Says Nude Photo Hack Was A 'Sex Crime' In Vanity Fair Interview View mobile site October 7, 2014 Huffpost Entertainment Edition: U.S. Show/Hide Brasil BR Canada CA Deutschland DE España ES France FR Italia IT 日本 (Japan) JP 한국 (Korea) KR Maghreb MG United Kingdom UK United States US Follow Newsletters Get EntertainmentNewsletters Email address Enter Email Address Huffington Post Search Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search iOS app Android app More Log in Create Account Notifications 0 $USERNAME Profile Settings Logout FRONT PAGE Politics Colorado Governor: Legalizing Marijuana Was 'Reckless' 502 Court Rejects Appeal On South Carolina Redistricting 483 Reporter Asked Mark Pryor Whether Obama Is Doing Enough On Ebola. It Wasn't Pretty. 0 60 Percent Of Americans Soon Will Live In States With Marriage Equality 536 Supreme Court Rejects Gay Marriage Appeals From 5 States 937 Go to Politics More in Politics Pollster Politics Blog Off The Bus Election Maps Pollster You Might Also Like WorldPost Green Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Business Walmart And Whole Foods Are Slowly Killing Traditional Supermarkets 124 The North And South Are Seriously Divided When It Comes To Fast Food 23 Chase Bank Refuses To Admit How Many People Were Actually Hacked 29 Here's The Letter Calling On Mark Zuckerberg To Help 'Servant'-Like Bus Drivers 27 You Can Now Get Health Insurance At Walmart 53 Go to Business More in Business Small Biz Money You Might Also Like WorldPost Tech Media Arts Sports Weird News Smarter Ideas Urban Progress Media New York Times Editorial Board Backs Marijuana Initiatives 56 This Is Why Live TV Weather Reports Are Still The Best 0 Former CNN Employee Alleges Race And Age Discrimination In Wrongful Termination Suit 0 Politico Sees Big Money In Expanding Its Labor Coverage 0 Iran Frees Journalist On Bail 1 Go to Media More in Media Eat The Press Calderone: The Backstory You Might Also Like Entertainment TV Comedy Arts Books Religion Moviefone Celebrity George Clooney And Amal Alamuddin Make It Official 0 Go to Celebrity More in Celebrity Celebrity Kids Celebrity Couples The Kardashians Lady Gaga You Might Also Like Entertainment TV Women Gay Voices Moviefone TV Well, We Didn't See This Doctor Who Monster Coming 23 Go to TV More in TV TV Replay TV Recaps TV Spoilers Maureen Ryan You Might Also Like Celebrity Media Comedy Arts Books Comedy will.i.am Turns Jimmy Fallon's 'Ew!' Into Solid Gold 30 32 Hilarious Haunted House Reactions Caught On Camera 18 Yep, The Police Can LEGALLY Do That 146 And Here's Why Cats Make Absolutely No Sense 12 Seinfeld Uses Ad Award Speech To Mercilessly Mock Advertising Execs 41 Go to Comedy More in Comedy Funny Videos Comedy Club Political Humor Original Video Crossing The Line You Might Also Like Entertainment TV Weird News College Arts Taste If Japan Is Eating Fried Maple Leaves, Why Aren't We? 10 The World's 18 Best Food Cities, Ranked 14 The Official Cronut Recipe From Dominique Ansel IS HERE 10 Call Off The Search, The Cutest Donuts In The World Have Been Found 0 8 Things You Never Knew About Ron Popeil, The Greatest Inventor Of All Time 6 Go to Taste More in Taste Recipes Baking Entertaining Healthy Eating Taste Tests Thanksgiving You Might Also Like Food Healthy Living Travel OWN Style Kylie Jenner Has A New Hair Line, All By Herself 0 The Easy Fall Haircut That Works For Everyone 0 8 Things Your Friends Really Need To Chill About 17 10 Totally Terrifying Halloween Nail Art Ideas 0 Amp Up Your Knuckle Rings With French Fries And Sushi 8 Go to Style More in Style The Beauty Page Fashion Trends Celebrity Style You Might Also Like Home Women Parents Weddings Travel Divorce Post 50 Arts The Glamorous History Of Pin-Up Like You've Never Seen It Before 3 1 Here Are A Bunch Of F*cking Delightful Artsy Cat Photos. You're Welcome. 3 This Is What It Really Looks Like To Be A Modern Day Nun 8 New Animation-Inspired Art Show Will Make You Yearn For Saturday Morning Cartoons 0 Go to Arts More in Arts Painting Film Design Photography Theater Architecture You Might Also Like Books NY Los Angeles Books Print Books Are Still Outselling Ebooks, Despite Dire Expectations 37 The Surprising Reason Why Reading REALLY Matters 3 Kurt Vonnegut's Advice For High Schoolers Is Advice For Us All 0 Go to Books More in Books Book Club Libraries In Crisis You Might Also Like Arts Food Education Media Recipes Black Voices Latino Voices Religion HuffPost Live Next Ferguson & The Threat Of State Violence Next SCOTUS To Rule On Prisoner's Beard Tomorrow 'Felony' Star Jai Courtney LIVE Tomorrow Author & Therapist Linda Carroll LIVE Tomorrow Macy Gray LIVE Go to Huffpost Live All Sections News Politics WorldPost Business Small Business Money Media Sports Education Crime Weird News Good News Entertainment Entertainment Celebrity Comedy Arts & Culture Books TV Life & Style Healthy Living GPS for the Soul Style Home Taste Weddings Travel Parents Divorce Huff/Post 50 Marlo Thomas OWN Dr. Phil Tech & Science Tech Science Green Code Voices Women Black Voices Latino Voices Voces (en español) Gay Voices Religion College Teen Impact Local Chicago DC Denver Detroit Hawaii Los Angeles Miami New York San Francisco Our Mobile Apps: iOS Android HuffPost Live (iOS) GPS For The Soul (iOS) GPS For The Soul (Android) Entertainment For Your Consideration Celebrity TV Political Hollywood Features Hollywood Buzz Videos Moviefone '7th Heaven' Star Reportedly Confesses To Child Molestation On Tape 2014-10-07 09:24:22 Here's How To Be A Perfect Couple Like Sheldon And Amy 2014-10-06 14:42:24 Ryan Phillippe Relives A Special Moment He Shared With Reese Witherspoon 2014-10-06 18:05:29 Beyonce & Nicki Minaj Are Straight Up 'Flawless' In Paris Performance 2014-10-06 14:14:27 Jessica Biel Rocks A Bikini In Hawaii 2014-10-02 11:05:56 Jennifer Garner's Ben Affleck Impression Will Make Your Day 2014-10-02 09:02:19 Jennifer Garner & Ben Affleck Were Adorable Before They Even Dated 2014-10-06 14:47:17 Gwyneth Paltrow Wows In A Crop Top And Matching Lace Skirt 2014-10-03 16:38:03 Mariah Carey Proves She's Not Lip-Synching 2014-10-06 02:06:43 Your Burning 'Gone Girl' Questions, Answered 2014-10-06 09:10:09 Blake Lively Is Pregnant! 2014-10-06 08:15:02 Bill Murray Sings... And It's Priceless 2014-10-06 03:33:16 Aziz Ansari's Texts To Blake Lively Will Make You Laugh And Cringe 2014-10-07 10:48:15 'Twin Peaks' Is Coming Back 2014-10-06 11:38:56 Previous Story Next Story Jennifer Lawrence Says Nude Photo Hack Was A 'Sex Crime' In Vanity Fair Interview The Huffington Post  | By Cavan Sieczkowski Email Posted: 10/07/2014 10:21 am EDT Updated: 50 minutes ago Share Tweet Email Comment tumblr stumble reddit Jennifer Lawrence is breaking her silence on the nude photo hack, saying that the incident was not a "scandal," but a "sex crime." The 24-year-old actress appears on the November 2014 cover of Vanity Fair. Contributing editor Sam Kashner first met with the Oscar-winner on Aug. 13, but after nude photos were stolen from her iCloud and leaked online on Aug. 31, Kashner reached out again in hopes of giving the actress “a chance to have the last word.” And she had a lot to say. “Just because I’m a public figure, just because I’m an actress, does not mean that I asked for this,” she told Vanity Fair. “It does not mean that it comes with the territory. It’s my body, and it should be my choice, and the fact that it is not my choice is absolutely disgusting. I can’t believe that we even live in that kind of world." After the leak -- which claimed numerous other female celebrity victims like Kate Upton, Amber Heard, Kim Kardashian, Gabrielle Union and Victoria Justice -- Lawrence attempted to write a statement or an apology, but stopped. "I don’t have anything to say I’m sorry for," she told Vanity Fair. "I was in a loving, healthy, great relationship for four years. It was long distance, and either your boyfriend is going to look at porn or he’s going to look at you.” She was disgusted by the gross violation: It is not a scandal. It is a sex crime. It is a sexual violation. It’s disgusting. The law needs to be changed, and we need to change. That’s why these Web sites are responsible. Just the fact that somebody can be sexually exploited and violated, and the first thought that crosses somebody’s mind is to make a profit from it. It’s so beyond me. I just can’t imagine being that detached from humanity. I can’t imagine being that thoughtless and careless and so empty inside. Following the hack, the hashtag #ImNotLooking began trending, buoyed by supporters who refused to view any of the nude photos because of the violation it posed. Lawrence took aim at those who did look at the photos, including people she knows personally. “Anybody who looked at those pictures, you’re perpetuating a sexual offense," she said. "You should cower with shame. Even people who I know and love say, ‘Oh, yeah, I looked at the pictures.’ I don’t want to get mad, but at the same time I’m thinking, I didn’t tell you that you could look at my naked body.” Lawrence's rep previously called the leak a "flagrant violation of privacy" and said the authorities had been contacted. Last month, the FBI and Apple announced they are investigating the hacking and unlawful release of material. Head over to Vanity Fair to read more excerpts from Lawrence's interview. Read the full piece in the November 2014 issue, available digitally on Wednesday and on newsstands Thursday. Related on HuffPost: Close  Celebrities With Leaked/Hacked Photos of   In 2011, photos of a woman resembling Blake Lively surfaced online. The batch of self-taken photos show multiple shots of the woman's cleavage, a close-up of her nipple and some full-body nudes as well. There were also some non-nude photos that feature the woman with the same fake tattoos Lively wore for her role in "The Town" and a photo that shows the actress's face. Lively's reps, however maintain that the photos are fake,. In 2011, an ex-girlfriend of Chris Brown turned on him and leaked full body nude photos online. The photos showed Brown posed in a bathroom with his new blond-dyed hair. Brown later addressed the photos on radio show "Big Boy's Neighborhood" and brushed off the photo leak, claiming he wasn't ashamed of his body and has no regrets. (Getty) In 1984, nude photos of Vanessa Williams cost her the crown as the first black Miss America winner. In the September issue of Penthouse, Bob Guccione had published a series of nude photographs of Williams, posing with another young woman. The photos raked in $24 million for Penthouse, and Williams was pressured by pageant officials and resigned. She lost her title and lost at least $2 million worth of endorsement contracts, according to People magazine. In her 2009 book, "You Have No Idea," Williams addressed the scandal and wrote that at the time she worried most about how her parents would react. (Getty) In 2007, then-Disney darling and "High School Musical" star Vanessa Hudgens had nude photos leaked online. The actress, who was 18 at the time, released an apology to fans, saying " want to apologize to my fans, whose support and trust means the world to me. I am embarrassed over this situation and regret having ever taken these photos." Disney issued a statement about the scandal, explaining: "Vanessa has apologized for what was obviously a lapse in judgment." (Getty) Scarlett Johansson's nude photos leaked in 2011 after they were hacked from her personal email account. The photos were meant for then-husband Ryan Reynolds, but ended up online for all to see. When asked about the photos in an interview with Vogue magazine, the actress said: "I don't want to be a victim and say, 'Oh, well' and just hide my head in shame. Somebody stole something from me....It's sick." In 2009, nude photos of the Rihanna surfaced online and were rumored to have been leaked by the singer's ex-boyfriend Chris Brown. Though RIRi isn't shy about her body, she wasn't happy when the photos leaked. She told radio station Hot 97 that it was "the worst thing that could possibly ever happen to" her. "I just felt like my whole privacy was taken before that [by the injury photo] and then, when that came out, I thought, 'Oh great, so now there's nothing they don't know about me and my private life.' It was humiliating and it was embarrassing," she said in December 2009. In 2010, semi-nude photos of singer Christina Aguilera leaked online. The photos showed the singer nearly naked, wearing pasties to cover her nipples, and another photo leaked that clearly showed a scar on her underarm from breast implant surgery. Reps for the singer claimed the photos were taken from her stylist's computer and leaked by a hacker. In a statement to the press, her reps said: "The photos of Christina Aguilera being leaked to the press were illegally obtained by a hacker who tapped into Christina's personal stylist's account. 'We find the actions of the hackers and the press who purchased and/or obtained these photos to be irresponsible and actionable' the statement continued. 'We are attempting to determine the identity of the hackers and will pursue them aggressively. Their conduct is reprehensible.' Night vision sex tape, Sidekick hacked. You know the story. In 2005, Hilton's phone was hacked and dozens of nude photos of the reality star hit the web. Some of the photos featured Paris and a female friend kissing and getting cozy. Hilton's contact list was also leaked along with the photos. Hackers posted more than 100 email addresses and phone numbers believed to belong to celebrities, including Ashlee Simpson, Christina Aguilera, Fred Durst, Eminem, Anna Kournikova, Lindsay Lohan, Fergie, Jay-Z, Pharrell Williams and Lil Jon. In March 2012, photos of what appeared to be a topless Christina Hendricks leaked online. A rep for the actress denied that the breast-baring photos were stolen from her phone, claiming that the breasts belonged to another woman. Alleged nude photos of Olivia Munn hit the Internet in March 2012, but the actress immediately denied their veracity. Munn herself took to Twitter to laugh off the scandal by posting photos of a baby and a cat and writing, "If you ever hacked my phone, these are the pictures you'd find." Later Munn wrote a hilarious letter to fans, in which she adorably bragged about all the good deeds she was doing while not sending lewd texts, ending with a note about the pictures' obvious fake nature because of certain absent physical traits. Snooki's nude photos first hit the web in April 2010, when a photo was anonymously posted at the website nakedSnooki.com. The photo showed the reality star naked and posed on all fours, with a thought bubble floating over her head, reading: "There are no nude photos nor will there ever be. The tabloids just love snook gossip ;]" The star had another nude photo leak in June 2012, which featured Snooki wearing a white robe left open to reveal her body. A rep for the star told reporters, "Clearly these are old and personal photos that were not meant for the public. It's a shame someone decided to leak them for obvious personal gain." In 2006, photos of Fall Out Boy bassist Pete Wentz's penis rocked the Internet. The photos were orginally posted on the Live Journal gossip site Oh No They Didn't and the incident became known as "Peengate '06" by members. The original poster reported that she received the photos third-hand, and that Wentz originally sent the pictures to a girlfriend. Wentz later admitted that he handled the leaked photos "pretty terribly for the first 48 hours," and went so far as to quit his band temporarily. "But then then what I realized is that it's not the worst thing on the planet that's ever gonna happen," he told Celebuzz. The entire incident was later parodied in Fall Out Boy's video for "This Ain't a Scene, It's an Arms Race". In November 2011, Tori Spelling's husband Dean McDermott, accidentally tweeted a photo of his son with his wife topless in the background. McDermott shared the photo with his 74,000 Twitter followers and although he deleted the tweet, the actual photo remained viewable on his Lockerz account for some time. Initially, Spelling, who is nursing her newborn baby girl, Hattie, says she was "shocked" and "devastated" by the blooper. But she took it all in stride. "But it's like, what am I going to do? I am a mom, I was nursing my baby... [Dean] was so devastated about it that I couldn't be mad. I mean it was genuinely an accident," Spelling told CNN. "I would rather it happen now than any other time because when you are nursing, your boobs look better than ever, bold [and] beautiful." While on vacation in St. Barts with then-girlfriend Gwyneth Paltrow in 1995, Brad Pitt was photographed sunbathing nude, and the illegally procured photos were sold and published by Playgirl. Pitt sued the magazine and a judge ordered Playgirl not to deliver any more copies of its 1997 August edition, which contained the photos, according to the New York Times. Paramore lead singer Haley Williams had a topless photo posted to Twitter and claimed her account had been hacked. "Well...my night just changed drastically. Got hacked," the singer explained to fans on Twitter. After celebrity skin website Celeb Jihad posted photos of an allegedly topless Swift with the headline "Taylor Swift Topless Private Pic Leaked?" the poised and pretty country crooner is in full attack mode, assuring her fans that she is not the girl in the photo, according to The Hollywood Reporter. The photo in question shows a young blonde, who bares a striking resemblance to Swift, sprawled across a bed wearing only a pair of blue underwear. Swift's lawyers acted quickly, demanding that the fake photo be removed from websites. Explicit photos of "The Secret Life of the American Teenager" actress Renee Olstead hit the Internet in March 2011. The then-21-year-old star never commented on the nude photos, but the photos, posted along with several other celebrity nudes, got the FBI involved. (Getty) A nude photo leak seems like nothing next to Kim Kardashian's sex tape with ex-boyfriend Ray J, but luckily all of her nude photo scandals since the video have turned out to be fake. In April 2012, a photo of a woman frying eggs in a kitchen in the buff surfaced online. While the woman did bare a striking resemblance to Kim, reps for the reality star denied it was her. And most recently it was believed that Kim's boyfriend, rapper Kanye West, tweeted a naked photo of his love, but it turned out to be a hoax. The photo in question was actually of porn star Amia Miley, who had tweeted the photo to her own account. Amia told TMZ that she's never hooked up with Kanye, and it turned out the photo was never even posted on Kanye's account. According to TMZ, it's all part of #WanksterWednesday -- a prank day where people try to get bogus rumors started. (Getty) In 2009, topless photos of "Twilight" star Ashley Greene hit the Internet and the actress was not happy. Ashley immediately contacted her attorney, who then threatened to sue anyone who unlawfully posts the pictures. "The photos in question, which appear to be of our client, are illegal and are being unlawfully displayed. Our client intends to take legal action," her lawyer told reporters. In 2010, "2 Broke Girls" star Kat Dennings had topless photos hit the web. The photos showed the actress in her bedroom, lifting up her top to expose her breasts to her webcam. Dennings' photos were leaked along with topless photos of actress Jessica Alba. (Getty) In March 2012, "Glee" actress Heather Morris was another star to have nude photos leaked online in a string of photo leaks. The photos show a serious of cellphone self-portraits and a variety of poses. Some photos show the star in skimpy athletic gear, and others show her modeling her sexy Britney Spears-inspired costume for the "I'm a Slave 4 U" number she performed on "Glee." In 2010, Jessica Alba fell victim to a hacker who leaked topless photos of the star, while she was pregnant with daughter Honor Marie. In 2010, a topless photo of the singer, who describes herself as a "hot hobo," hit the Internet. The photo showed the singer topless with an arrow pointing at her chest along with a sexually-explicit description. Later, two more photos allegedly of the singer leaked that showed the Kesha purportedly engaging in sexual acts. In 2008 alleged nude photos of "Sex and the City" star Kristin Davis leaked online. The photos were taken in 1992 by her then-boyfriend Eric Stapelman, and it was rumored that the pictures were stills from a sex tape. Reps for the actress denied the photos were of Davis, telling TMZ, "This is not a photo of Kristin Davis. There is no sex tape." In 2010, Kanye West snapped pictures of his penis and sent them to multiple women--who shopped the photos around to various media outlets. One image shows a nude Kanye from the chest up, wearing sunglasses and a gold chain, while the second photo shows the singer's genitals provocatively exposed from his boxer briefs. The rapper's song "Runway" also happens to describe his nude photo leak perfectly: "She find pictures in my email/I sent this girl a picture of my dick." In 1989, then-22-year-old Rob Lowe was caught in a sex tape where it was discovered one of the girls was underage. In an interview with Oprah in 2011, he spoke about the tape: "Let me just say this -- sometimes being a trailblazer is highly overrated," Lowe said of what was the first celebrity sex tape. He also went on to insist that he was absolutely sure the underage girl was 21 at the time, when asked about finding out that she was only 16. "'Ha! A little too late!'" he said. In 2010, photos of Minnesota Vikings quarterback Brett Favre's penis surfaced online after he sent naked photos to 26-year-old sports reporter Jenn Sterger. According to the report on Deadspin, Favre contacted Sterger via MySpace when he was with the New York Jets and began leaving her voicemails. When Sterger declined, Favre reportedly sent her multiple pictures of his penis. (Getty) In 2011, nude photos of Amber Rose leaked online and had the model in tears for days. According to the NYDN, Amber was distraught after a trusted friend leaked explicit pictures of her online. The photos show Amber completely nude and ran alongside a Media Take Out story claiming that she send the images to Nicki Minaj's boyfriend at the time. Both Amber and Nicki denied the story, but the photos of the model turned out to be real.  Share  Tweet  ✖ Advertisement Share this ✖ close Current Slide More: Jennifer Lawrence Jennifer Lawrence Vanity Fair Jennifer Lawrence Nude Photos Jennifer Lawrence Nude Photo Leak Jennifer Lawrence Nude Photo Hack Jennifer Lawrence Sex Crime Conde Nast Suggest a correction Around the Web Jennifer Lawrence Is on Fire in New Mockingjay Poster | Vanity Fair Jennifer Lawrence | Vanity Fair Jennifer Lawrence Nude Photos Leak Results In Hilarious Twitter ... Jennifer Lawrence Goes Without Underwear at Vanity Fair Oscars ... Jennifer Lawrence Speaks About Nude Photo Hack: 'It Is Not A Scandal. It Is A ... Jennifer Lawrence Speaks Out on Stolen Nude Photos: It's a Sexual Violation   Click here to view Conversations Conversations Suggested For You FOLLOW HUFFPOST Email Email Address Options The Morning Email Entertainment Get top stories and blog posts emailed to me each day.. Facebook HuffPost Entertainment Twitter HuffPost Follow Entertainment Follow Google Plus HuffPost Entertainment RSS Most Popular on HuffPost Latest News Entertainment All RSS / Feeds Phone Available on the App Store Android App on Google Play Get it at Blackberry App World Adrian Peterson -- I Didn't Charge an Orgy Hotel Room to My Charity! Stephen Collins -- Network Yanks '7th Heaven' From Schedule Stephen Collins - Wife Says He's a Pedophile Who Refuses to Get Help TMZ » Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search Advertise Log In Make HuffPost your Home Page RSS Careers FAQ User Agreement Privacy Comment Policy About Us About Our Ads Contact Us Copyright ©2014 TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. "The Huffington Post" is a registered trademark of TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. All rights reserved. Part of HuffPost Entertainment on Moviefone Use this form to alert a HuffPost editor about a factual or typographical error in this story. Notify message * Required * * * What kind of error is this? Choose an option Factual or typographical Comment moderation problem Rights and permissions Other * What is the correction? 0 count Describe the error here (1,000 character limit) * Type the words below so we know you are not a cyborg Sign me up for The Morning Email Thank you!)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=32633,BCTF News Releases  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources   For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development News Release Archives 2014  2013  2012    2011 2010  2009  2008 2007  2006  Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2014 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  April 17, 2014 BC teachers will issue 72-hour strike notice for low-level Stage 1 action In response to disappointing progress at the negotiating table where the Christy Clark government and employer’s association have not backed off from unfair and unreasonable demands, BC Teachers’ Federation President Jim Iker announced today that teachers will begin low-level Stage 1 job action that only targets administrative duties.    “On March 6, after over a year of negotiations, 89% of BC teachers voted in favour of potential job action to help secure a fair and reasonable settlement,” said Iker. “The overwhelming vote was a strong and decisive mandate from teachers to put pressure on Christy Clark’s government and the negotiators for the BC Public School Employers’ Association. Teachers hoped that the vote would encourage the government and employer’s association to back off key demands, strips, and unreasonable positions. “Unfortunately,” Iker said, “more than six weeks since that vote, the government and employers’ unfair positions have barely moved. The government and BCPSEA continue to demand concessions while ignoring the BC Supreme Court ruling on class size, composition, and staffing levels. In addition, the unreasonable 10-year term and salary proposals, which include up to two more years of zeros, are still on the table.” Stage 1 job action will start on Wednesday, April 23, after the Easter weekend. There will be no immediate school closures or disruptions to students. This first stage is administrative in nature only. Teachers will continue to teach, write report cards, communicate with parents, and participate in their volunteer extracurricular activities. During Stage 1 job action teachers will not: Undertake any mandated supervision of students outside of regularly scheduled classes, except as set out by an essential services order. Attend any meetings with management other than meetings of the worksite Joint Health and Safety Committee.   Provide principals or administrators with any routine printed, written, or electronic communication. Receive any printed, written, or electronic communication from an administrator. Be at a worksite prior to one hour before commencement of instructional time and one hour after the end of instructional time, other than for pre-arranged voluntary activities. “Despite our patience and our measured approach in bargaining, Christy Clark and her government are once again trying to provoke BC teachers and shut down BC schools,” said Iker. “Job action, even low-level action, is always a last resort because teachers care deeply about our schools and our students. That is why teachers are asking for smaller classes, more one-on-one time for our students, extra help for those who need it, and more specialist teachers to enhance every student’s educational experience.” Iker also explained that any escalation of Stage 1 to Stage 2, which would mean rotating strikes, will depend entirely on progress at the negotiating table. “Teachers expect the government to abandon the ill-conceived 10-year scheme, make improvements to working and learning conditions like class size, class composition, and specialist staffing levels as well as offer a fair and reasonable salary increase. Our hope is for a negotiated deal at the bargaining table and not escalating job action,” said Iker.  -  30  - For more information, contact Rich Overgaard, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell). Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8752,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, Number 5, April 2004 Health & Safety: WCB and deregulation by Stewart Schon BCTF members across the province are affected by the current Liberal government’s deregulation. The WCB (although it is a separate, non-government insurance agency) has agreed to reduce the regulations that protect workers, in line with the government initiatives. Beginning July 2003, certain WCB regulations have been removed for employers’ convenience. The WCB regulations about first-aid supplies and first-aid attendants (Part 33) have been replaced. The employer must carry out an assessment to justify the level of first aid that will be provided to the workers on their work site. School districts no longer have to provide separate staff/student washrooms in schools (Regulation 4.93). That is a significant change, affecting all teachers in a variety of ways. Personal comfort and cleanliness are drastically affected when students use a washroom. Cuts in custodial services rarely keep school washrooms clean throughout the school day. Wording changes in the violence prevention regulation (4.24-4.31) will lump worker-against-worker conduct with the other regulations regarding violence by non-workers. WCB does not mix the collective agreement grievance process into WCB procedures. It simply refuses! What effects will such changes have on harassment and bullying? How will the workers be protected and made "whole" under this collapsed system? Working with the Occupational Health and Safety Committee of the B.C. Federation of Labour, BCTF members are joining with other organized workers to express our concerns regarding the lost regulations and to express concern about the needs that are not yet met. BCTF members are beginning to understand the need for effective WCB regulations to protect all workers. School boards do not always seek to protect BCTF members in their working conditions. Deregulation will not make our jobs safer or healthier. B.C. Federation of Labour Young Workers’ Program Children (age 12 years) may now work in B.C. B.C.’s young workers have already high rates of injury and death across the province. The B.C. Federation of Labour has trained 20 young workers including two BCTF members, to offer one-hour presentations to Grade 11 and 12 students. The program is for today’s youth. It is presented articulately and effectively. BCTF members across B.C. should book this program into their school—protect the youth of today so they too have a tomorrow in B.C. A graphic video, produced by the WCB, Lost Youth, speaks to the consequences of untrained youth in the workplaces in B.C. and promotes young worker safety and accident prevention. Contact Sheila Moir, B.C. Federation of Labour (604-430-1421), to book this community-building program. Stewart Schon teaches at Sullivan Elementary School, Surrey, and he chairs the BCTF Health and Safety Advisory Committee. Maureen Macdonald’s regular health and safety column will return in the next issue of Teacher. If you would like your name added to the BCTF occupational health and safety e-mail list, contact Whitney Burgess: wburgess@bctf.ca. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141003,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "#FunFriday Fact: #BC has the highest small business employment in Canada. October is Small Business Month! Check out: http://t.co/20bcLmlvFP" @bcliberals - 03:55pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=14668,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2007 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 20, Number 3, November/December 2007 Magic comes alive in big fat binders By Marian Dodds Recently, I cracked open the thick binders that house the annual sets of applications for the BCTFs Ed May Social Responsibility Fund and found myself transported to another world, a world where teachers make magic happen for their students and creativity is boundless. This is one type of data that is truly worth collecting, qualitative information providing evidence that teachers across BC since 1994 have been initiating projects that result in an increase in socially responsible behaviour in their students. Dipping into these binders, wondrous images surfaced and for a few moments, I was transported to those schools and communities and felt invited to: imagine the look of delight on a childs face as she releases a slithery salmon into a stream as part of an environmental project involving the school and community. think more critically about media literacy while viewing sophisticated public service announcements on bullying, stereotyping, and racism premiered by secondary students at an evening showing for parents and community members. feel the sheer joy of children dancing their antiracism, unity, and equality dances in front of an audience of peers and parents. taste the crunch of carrots produced in school garden plots, grown with the guidance of senior citizens invited to be garden mentors for the children. pause to view a mural in a school that is a daily reminder of youth-created visions of harmony, inclusion, diversity, and multiculturalism. sense the pride of elementary students as part of a whole community participating in an aboriginal naming ceremony for a stream they have been involved in restoring. connect with children as they read aloud from the illustrated books they published, based on real experiences related to human values. feel respect and appreciation for colleagues who took the time to develop a handbook, "Dealing With Name-Calling," as a concrete tool for teachers to address homophobic and other slurs in hallways and classrooms. remind myself that equality for women still needs priority attention while listening to a speaker at an International Womens Day event. be amazed at the resourcefulness of intermediate student leaders who worked on a playground committee to identify problems, research solutions, and collaborate with playground supervisors to resolve them. While teachers rarely see the long-term impact of their efforts, they know what often goes unreported may surface in a serendipitous conversation years later when adults fondly recall their best moments at school. Take the young boy who participated in the elementary school project involving students performing unity, equality, multicultural, and antiracism dances and who wrote to his teacher "When dancing you get to see a different person in everyone you know." Or the youth who was moved by participation in a medicine wheel ceremony at a social justice retreat on First Nations culture and asked, "When is the next one?" I would hope and expect that these experiences guide them in some positive ways in their adult lives. Since 1994, BC teachers have been invited to apply for grants of up to $2,000 for classroom, school-and/or community-based initiatives. This seed money assists BCTF members to expand their work for a socially just world and flows from a 1994 AGM decision to establish a fund, based on $1 per member each year, to honour Ed May, a man who co-ordinated the BCTF Program Against Racism from 198185 and was the epitome of a professional teacher who made social responsibility his way of life. Based on my dip into the binders, I expect Ed May would be very proud of how far teachers have gone to forward his vision of a just world. Annually, the BCTF receives a wondrous variety of applications and funds, on average, 45 to 50 projects. Since 1994, that adds up to an impressive 700 projects! Often these funds are matched or supplemented with funds from school districts, locals, PACs, and community groups. The popularity of the Ed May Social Responsibility grants clearly demonstrates how BC teachers, despite the pressures to standardize and test relentlessly, are still committed to using their imaginations to build a better world. Reading through the binders and imagining how teachers have made these projects come alive, gives me hope. As Canadian writer Timothy Finlay once said, "I know that human imagination can save us; save the human race and save all the rest of what is alive and save this placethe earththat is life itself. Imagination is our greatest gift. I believe that. If you can imagine harmony, you can achieve it." For more information on the Ed May Social Responsibility Fund, go to: bctf.ca/SocialJustice.aspx?id=6030. Marian Dodds is an assistant director, BCTF Field Service Division. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/parents.aspx?id=3606&printPage=true,BCTF > School Calendar Changes  	For parents  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > For Parents > Hot Topics School Calendar Changes Many districts are considering changes to the length of the school day, week, or year. Last year legislation was passed to allow the local school board more flexibility in scheduling. While parents must be consulted, parental approval is no longer required before changes can be made. Teachers throughout BC believe that any changes to school calendars should be made to enhance learning and teaching, rather than just to facilitate funding cuts. Each school may have its own calendar different from every other school in the same district. Holidays and hours do not have to be uniform across the community. You could find you have each of your children in a school that operates on a different calendar from the others, resulting in different school bus schedules or different start and end times for the day or year, or even different winter or spring holidays. The changes are accomplished by adding time to the school day. Cost savings The plan to move to a four-day school week originated as a cost-savings plan during a time of energy crisis. All of the districts that have moved to this plan have done so when facing dwindling budgets. It is often done out of a sense of desperation in the hopes of not having to close schools. This plan works best in small rural areas with small enrolments, great travel distances, student attendance problems, and challenges recruiting and retaining teachers. The week is shortened by extending the hours for four days and closing the school on the fifth day. Another scheme is to add time to the school day and then have longer winter and spring breaks. Both schemes result in the boards' cutting costs. Costs are reduced in the budget lines of transportation, heating and air conditioning, building wear and tear, custodial costs, and a reduction to support staff and/or support staff time. Questions for parents to consider about school schedule changes: Transportation Will your elementary school child have to go and come from school in the dark for the winter months? Will additional time each day add to the stress and tiredness of your child? How long in a day should a young child be expected to concentrate and learn? How will you schedule children on different schedules at different schools? If you work away from home how will your children's schedule affect your schedule? Child care needs Will an extended winter and spring break mean you must pay more for child care? If you rely on an older sibling to care for younger siblings and the older child is no longer available how will you accommodate the younger child's needs? Will your child be able to cope with a shortened lunch break and perhaps no recess and not become overtired? Will your child require extra food for the longer day? In some schools on the four-day week programs, costs were saved due to no food being served on the fifth day. Can you afford the extra costs of now providing for the fifth day? Will there be an increased risk of bullying and violence with an extended day and fewer supervisors? Will the district ensure there is adequate lighting provided on sites where schools are open later? Will students have to travel on dark streets? If students leave later do they have to travel in periods of peak traffic due to rush hour? Many students enjoy community and extra-curricular school activities. If the day is extended by an hour or more will they be too tired to take part in such events? Will inter-district and intra-mural sports programs be affected? Family lifestyle needs How will it affect your family if you are no longer able to have common meal times? If all of your children are not on a common holiday schedule how will family outings and vacations be scheduled? Will an extended day adversely affect the employment possibilities for your older children? Will families new to the community be able to adjust to this new calendar without hardship? Children with special learning needs If there are fewer support staff available what will it mean to your child? How will a longer day affect your child's ability to learn? Community How will school facilities used by community groups be affected? Will the changed use of facilities affect community groups and programs either because of the changed facility availability or because of the changed attendance patterns of students and staff? In some districts the extended day and/or day off allows college courses to be held at the local high school sites. How do parents feel about the older students sharing a facility with the secondary or elementary students? If schools are closed on Fridays what will the effect be on the community and businesses in vandalism, loitering, policing? April 3, 2003)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Andrew Wilkinson for Vancouver-Quilchena - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Andrew Wilkinson A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Vancouver-Quilchena Support Andrew BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Wilkinson4BC last tweet "Great to be at the @interfacesummit, where health, tech & innovation meet. @bcic @sanotron #undiscovered http://t.co/sovS2BTvWS" @Wilkinson4BC - 05:37pm Follow @Wilkinson4BC Andrew Wilkinson last post "My first information session at the Dunbar Community Centre Association! Even though we had great weather you took the time to attend. Thank you!" facebook/andrewwilkinson.ca - Jun 5th Like Andrew Wilkinson Andrew Wilkinson was elected MLA for the riding of Vancouver-Quilchena on May 14, 2013, and was appointed Minister of Technology, Innovation and Citizens’ Services on June 7, 2013. He is currently serving on the Legislative Review Committee and the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. Andrew is a former deputy minister of the British Columbia Ministry of Economic Development, where he was responsible for economic issues, trade and tourism. He has also served as deputy minister for Intergovernmental Relations in the Premier’s Office, president of the BC Civil Liberties Association, president of the BC Mountaineering Club and president of the BC Liberal Party. Previously, Andrew worked as a lawyer in the Vancouver offices of a major national law firm, where he has a special interest in green renewable energy development. Prior to being called to the bar, he was educated and licensed as a physician. He is married and has three children. Get in touch with Andrew Vancouver – Quilchena Constituency Office 5640 Dunbar Street Vancouver, BC V6N 1W7 Phone: (604) 664-0748 Fax: (604) 664-0750 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952-7623 Email Andrew Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/SocialJustice.aspx?id=16966,BCTF > Ten Things You Can Do as a Social Justice Contact on LGBTQ Issues  	BCTF Social Justice  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources   For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Social Justice > Issues > LGBTQ Ten Things You Can Do as a Social Justice Contact on LGBTQ Issues Inform yourself, browse websites: bctf.ca/SocialJustice.aspx?id=6106 or www.pridenet.ca. Check out resources at your local office or district resource centre. Ensure your district has the top 10 resources. (See top 10 resources list  on the BCTF website.) Advocate for Homophobia and Heterosexism training workshops for your local executive, staff reps, and school social justice contacts. Consider booking a BCTF anti-homophobia workshop for your district PD day. Call the BCTF Training Department at 1-800-633-9163, local 1857, or 604-871-1857. Contact Jeannine Albert at the BCTF (jalbert@bctf.ca or 604-871-1801) and order the posters “All Families Welcome” and “That’s so Gay.” Hand these out at rep assemblies and/or general meetings. Encourage teachers to put up posters in prominent areas where students can see them. Download free or purchase ($5 bulk rate) “Dealing With Name Calling Handbook” for every school in your local, available from Pride Education Network (www.pridenet.ca). Encourage teachers in your local to have their classes participate in the Week Against Homophobia, Day of Pink and/or the Day of Silence (bctf.ca/SocialJustice.aspx?id=6106). Address homophobic comments when you hear them in your class or in the halls and encourage your colleagues to do the same. Find out what your local executive policy is on LGBTQ issues and advocate for policy changes to protect students and staff based on their real and perceived sexual orientation and/or gender identity. Call a meeting of secondary teachers and students who are interested in LGBTQ issues in your local to discuss starting GSA clubs in your district.     About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141006,globalnews.ca,http://globalnews.ca/news/1569360/controversial-eviction-policy-in-kahnawake-sparks-debate/,Controversial eviction policy in Kahnawake sparks debate - Montreal | Globalnews.ca Your Region: National BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg On TV: News Hour Sections National National sections Locals Local sections Watch Watch sections Search Canada Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released Sections Health Money Consumer Tech Entertainment Environment Science Lifestyle Sports Featured Canada World Politics Investigations Canada Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released Your Region National Change BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Health Money Consumer Tech Entertainment Environment Science Lifestyle Sports Jump to a Region National BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Man trying to reach Bermuda in inflatable bubble rescued by Coast Guard Schedule NowNews Hour 6:30pmGlobal National More Programs Global National The West Block 16x9 The Morning Show More Personalities Dawna Friesen Carolyn Jarvis Liza Fromer Tom Clark More News Major snowfall covers N. Manitoba Entertainment ‘Gone Girl’ wins weekend box office News Journalist with Ebola arrives at US hospital Canada Quebecor sells off Sun newspaper chain News Crowdfunded bus debuts in Toronto Entertainment Depardieu reveals past as escort, thief Canada MPs debate motion for airstrikes in Iraq Sports NBA extends television deals for 9 years Trending Maple Syrup Heist Hong Kong protests Iraq crisis Luka Magnotta Ebola outbreak enterovirus D68 Ukraine Retail Wars Kahnawake evictions September 17, 2014 7:25 pm Controversial eviction policy in Kahnawake sparks debate By Kate Shingler  Global News What is this? Sponsored content is written by Global News' editorial staff without any editorial influence by the sponsor. If you'd like to learn more... What is this ? X What is this? Sponsored content is written by Global News' without any editorial influence by the sponsor. If you'd like to learn more... MONTREAL — There was a heated community meeting in Kahnawake Tuesday night over the question of mixed marriages, namely those between members of the Mohawk nation and their non-native spouses. About 50 community members gathered to hash out the controversial eviction policy first created in 1981. The policy bans First Nations members married to non-natives from living on the Mohawk territory. Story continues below Former Olympic athlete Waneek Horn-Miller is married to a white man and the mother of two young children is one of the residents in question currently facing eviction. She attended the meeting on Tuesday and said she is trying to approach the exchange with love. “The meeting was very well attended, it was very passionate,” Horn-Miller said. “A lot of emotion, a lot of passion. It was a doozy, that is the only way I can say it. Pretty hard core.” The Kahnawake membership council will host a series of discussions to allow opponents to propose other solutions. The meeting will be held on September 30th. WATCH: Waneek Horn-Miller is a member of the Mohawk community and married to a white man. She talks about the challenges of being faced with eviction from the Kahnawake reservation. © Shaw Media, 2014 Report an error First Nations politics Kahnawake Kahnawake evictions mixed marriages native evictions Quebec politics Waneek Horn-Miller Kate Shingler Managing Editor From politics to poutine, for more than a decade, Kate has had her fingers on the news pulse of Montreal. More Stories Canada RCMP investigating claim of member’s racist comment on Facebook Obama scores coalition victory with Arab strikes Questions on sale still surround Negro Community Centre Christy Clark expects bond to “bloom” with new Alberta Premier Controversial Colorado history plan still alive Comments Popular Now Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released 20224 How does Ebola spread? 5 things you need to know 18659 Accused Madeleine McCann Twitter troll found dead 9985 Ebola: 5 reasons why an outbreak is highly unlikely in Canada 7298 UPDATE: What’s the best, cheapest Canadian cellphone plan out there? 5891 Featured Content Canada Ebola: 5 reasons why an outbreak is highly unlikely in Canada What are the chances of an Ebola outbreak taking off in Canada? It isn’t likely, according to experts. And here are a number of reasons why. Continue reading → Environment Are we in the midst of a mass extinction? There have been 5 mass extinctions — the loss of 75 per cent or more of the world’s species — in Earth’s history. Scientists now believe that we are at the early stages of the sixth. Continue reading → Health Lab-grown penises may soon be ‘ready for testing’ on humans Researchers in North Carolina say penises grown in laboratories could “soon be ready for human testing,” offering hope for men who have had traumatic injuries or penile cancer. Continue reading → Canada Meet Rachel Parent — the teen fighting for GMO labelling in Canada Rachel Parent is a 15-year-old activist. Her goal: mandatory labelling in Canada of all genetically modified organisms, or GMOs that are found as ingredients in food. Continue reading → Canada Abandoned puppies on the mend Twenty hungry, cold and flea-infested puppies found in a Saskatchewan field are now being nursed back to health at Battleford’s Humane Society. Continue reading → Science Everything you need to know about Wednesday’s lunar eclipse On Oct. 8, Canada will be treated to its second lunar eclipse of the year. Find out what you can expect. Continue reading → Canada Can homegrown food win the climate change war? Wondering what’s the single most effective way to combat climate change? Plant a garden. Continue reading → Canada 16×9: An investigation into illegal lumber Timber thieves are stealing wood from the Russian Far East, processing it in China and then shipping it to North America, a 16×9 investigation has found. Continue reading → Highlights Hounds of Parliament: As commuting cyclist and budget watchdog, Frechette must make his presence known Frechette draws a line distinguishing his personality as a cyclist and as the parliamentary budget officer. But surely there’s a parallel between the assertive man he is on a bike and in the role of PBO? Continue reading → Email alerts Sign up for FREE daily Globalnews.ca newsletters and breaking news alerts Email Address National Daily News National Breaking News By clicking on the submit button, I have read, understood and agreed to our privacy policy Twitter Follow globalnews 20 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews USA Swimming suspends #MichaelPhelps for 6 months glbn.ca/ClLU9 pic.twitter.com/nqC3dQ3NhL 20 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews Hillary Clinton: military action against ISIS “critical” and “essential” globalnews.ca/news/1600343/w… #cdnpoli 32 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews Boy left in car during church choir practice dies glbn.ca/ClKBB Jump to a Region BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Connect Facebook Twitter Google+ RSS Contact Us Global News About Us Privacy Policy Principles & Practices Terms & Conditions Copyright Shaw Media Advertise Open Data © Shaw Media Inc., 2014. All rights reserved. Follow Follow “Global News” Get every new post delivered to your Inbox. Join 3,820 other followers Powered by WordPress.com Shaw Connect Expand News Entertainment Entertainment Home Celebs Movies TV Music Living Lifestyle Food Home & Living Sports Money Tech Travel Breaktime Autos Watch TV Online All Sites Global Global News Food Network HGTV History Television Showcase Slice DTOUR ET Canada National Geographic Movietime Lifetime H2 DIY Action NG Wild Mystery IFC BBC Deja Vu Twist)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13800,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > March 1998 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 10, Number 5, March 1998 Social Issues Gain Attention in Teacher Education Programs by Terry Eastman Percentage of respondents school/faculty personnel reported as being helpful during the practicum: by cohort Percentage of respondents reporting social issues were addressed in either their courses or their practicum: by cohort A highlight of The 1997 Survey of Recent Graduates of B.C. Education Programs is the dramatic increase in the percentage of graduates reporting that social issues were addressed in their teacher-education programs. This third survey by the B.C. College of Teachers (BCCT) indicates an upswing in many other areas surveyed. Social issues findings One topic being tracked by the surveys is the extent to which social issues are addressed throughout the teacher-education program. Respondents were asked whether the following seven topics were discussed in their program: anti-racism, English as a second language, ethical and legal responsibilities, First Nations issues, gender equity, multiculturalism, and students with special needs. The 1997 results show a significant improvement, from the 1988 cohort to the 1996 cohort, in the percentage of graduates reporting that social issues were addressed. The changes from 1988 to 1996 are significant. First Nations issues rise dramatically, from a low of 28.6% to 74.5%. A sharp increase is also reported in addressing anti-racism, which rises from 33.0% to 72.1%. Ethical and legal responsibilities of the teacher are now receiving very high levels of attention, rising from 79.6% to over 96.9%. English as a second language is at a high of 75.2%, having risen from 41.7%. Gender equity has risen steadily from 44.6% in 1988 to 72.5% in 1992, 75.1% in 1993, and is now reported at 78.9%. Multiculturalism has seen a big change, rising from 61.1% to 90.9%. Finally special needs has risen from 66.8% to 91.8%. Other findings The survey reported on a number of issues related to the practicum. The percentage of the recent graduates reporting that they believe their practicum to be the most important part of their teacher-education program increased from 92.8% in 1993 to 95.3% in 1996. School advisors/associates received a "helpful" or "very helpful" rating by 90% of graduates. Helpfulness of faculty advisors show a dramatic increase from 55.0% to 81.4% in 1996. The respondents were also asked to reflect on their university education in terms of its intellectual challenge, its value as background knowledge for teaching, and the quality of instruction received. Over 80% agreed that both their undergraduate courses and their education courses provided background knowledge helpful to them as beginning teachers. The reports recommend an examination by the interest groups of the significant change in the initial and current employment status of recent graduates. Over 70% of the 1997 respondents now report that their first paid employment is as a teacher on call. This is up from the 46.3% reported by the 1988 cohort. Only 13.2% of the 1996 cohort reported beginning their teaching careers with a full-time job. The college has the legislative mandate under the Teaching Profession Act to work with the faculties of education in the design and evaluation of teacher education programs and the responsibility to approve, for certification purposes, the teacher-education programs of the faculties. The survey was designed in collaboration with the universities. The 1997 report represents the results of the third survey of recent graduates, which includes those individuals who obtained their initial B.C. teaching certificate in 1993 and 1996. The number of surveys completed and returned for analysis was 2,153, for a very high overall achieved sample of 65.5%. Earlier surveys were conducted in 1991 and 1994. The cohorts sampled now include 1988, 1992, 1993, and 1996. The full report will be distributed to stakeholders early in 1998. Terry Eastman, who teaches at Mountain Secondary School, Langley, helped to prepare both the 1994 and 1997 BCCT surveys. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/09/on-facts-versus-skills.html?showComment=1353472197520,Staffroom Confidential: On facts versus skills... Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Monday, September 17, 2012 On facts versus skills... Today's 24 Hours posted a "debate" about the new curriculum proposal by the BC Ministry of Education. Unfortunately, both participants got it wrong (see: http://vancouver.24hrs.ca/Columnists/TheDuel/2012/09/16/20204426.html) The "facts versus skills" debate is a false dichotomy. Children need to learn some facts and children need to learn some skills. The most important question is not how many facts and how many skills, but rather which facts and which skills. David Eby correctly points out that learning by rote for the purpose of ranking children using standardized tests in not a good use of our education system. But replacing that with rote repetition of skills for the workplace is equally problematic. As with any educational change, it has to be considered in context: who is proposing this change and for what reason? In this case, the change comes as part of the "BC Education Plan" - a plan devised in response to pressures from technology companies who want to take over more of what they view as the "business" of education, in response to funding pressures from a reduced tax base, and in response to an artificial attack on a free, publicly administered, comprehensive education system (otherwise known as "21st century learning"). In this context, the push to reduce the curricular requirements could be problematic. For example, rather than free teachers and students from the artificially narrow constraints of standardized tests, such as the Foundation Skills Assessment and the provincial exams, a lack of curriculum with the tests still in place is likely to encourage more teaching to the test, not less. The tests will replace the curriculum if test outcomes replace adherence to mandated curriculum as a form of "accountability". In addition, during the tenure of this government, we have seen an attempt to marginalize progressive curriculum, rather than mandate it. In response to concerns about teaching about same sex families, for example, the government agreed to a new course, called Social Justice 12, but this course is optional. Most schools don't even offer it. Similarly, recent statistics on the enrollment in the optional First Nations courses show that only a tiny fraction of our students are choosing these courses. This means we are failing if the goal is to ensure a cultural and political understanding of First Nations among the whole population. School curriculum functions as a mechanism to let us democratically choose what our children learn in order to be full participants in a democratic society. Thus, any given proposal has a political component to it. Reducing curriculum while maintaining testing schemes and promoting technology and work skills over the liberal arts is reactionary, not progressive. It is part of a broader scheme to turn schools into workplace training centres rather than incubators for democratic citizens. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 11:30 AM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 1 comment: MaryNovember 20, 2012 at 8:29 PM As simple as they sound, the answer to questions like "who did it" and "what for" could have a bigger impact than expected. One thing's for sure, if something like this happened over here, I wouldn't be surprised if even plan providers like philippine prudential life were forced to adjust to the changes.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ▼  September (6) Numbers that count Chicago teachers push back "reform" agenda Public school teachers or corporate online learnin... On facts versus skills... Chicago teachers strike over class size, wages More educational change? Really? ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20140925,www.familiesfundingteachers.ca,http://www.familiesfundingteachers.ca/index.php?paged=2,Families Funding Teachers | Because the BC Liberals won't | Page 2 Families Funding Teachers Because the BC Liberals won't Skip to content About Why Support BC Teachers? Donate Educate Advocate Communicate ← Older posts Newer posts → #AllAboutTheKids Posted on September 15, 2014 | Comments Off “I’m bringing public back. Go on and tell the lying Liberals that.” Share the love! Comments Off Posted in Uncategorized Vancouver SuperRally for Arbitration – TOMORROW! Posted on September 13, 2014 | Comments Off   All out to support BC teachers! [photo: @jesswads] SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 14 @ 10AM Art Gallery of Vancouver Wear red! Bring signs, noisemakers, instruments and FUN! Organized by parents, backed by students. More info HERE! Share the love! Comments Off Posted in Uncategorized Bandidas donates $2,441.25 to @FamiliesFunding Posted on September 12, 2014 | Comments Off [photo: Lew MacDonald]On Wednesday, Bandidas Taqueria had the highest sales in their history and together with the community raised $2,441.25 for our teachers!! They write: “Funds have been donated to Families Funding Teachers to support the BC strike fund. Fingers crossed that this dispute is resolved very soon. And remember, we will continue our support EVERY WEDNESDAY until the teachers are back at work. Bandidas for BC teachers!“ It was a fantastic show of love and support for BC teachers. The food and service were amazing (as usual) and a lineup was never so fun! Emma & Roland played guitar and entertained everyone while babies and kids wrote chalk messages, made signs and blew bubbles – all in a show of solidarity with our teachers. The best part? Nobody had a meltdown – not even the hungry mums :)  Check it out on CBC here. See you next Wednesday!! Share the love! Comments Off Posted in Uncategorized #TeachersHeartParents Posted on September 12, 2014 | Comments Off “Thank you! As a teacher, I cannot believe how amazing the support has been. Thank you from the bottom of my heart for taking the time and coming up with something so giving, so loving, so selfless. I’m crying.” ~ Andraya Part of the reason we started @FamiliesFunding was to show BC teachers that we are in solidarity with them – that we love and support them and will stand behind them – no matter what. And our teachers are feeling the love: “To all of you amazing parents behind the Families Funding Teachers initiative, I wanted to send you my heartfelt thanks.  I have been teaching for many years and have always welcomed parents to help in my classroom so that they can see what their children do all day and for them to be a part of their children’s learning experiences.  The benefits to everyone (students, parents, teachers) involved are evident when we come together to learn.  I believe that those strong relationships are so important and we must continue to foster this in our communities.  I am so impressed with your initiative and the amazing support we are getting from you.  Thank you for caring about public education, a fundamental right that we seem to have to fight for.” ~ Chantal “I am a teacher in Nanaimo. I am SO moved by what you are doing for teachers. We don’t get a lot of positive feedback in teaching so your incredibly kind actions mean so much to all of us. We are going through a very difficult time with this strike but there is always a silver lining to tough times. You are one of the silver lining highlights. You are a great role model for your children and for everyone in our province. You are making such a BOLD statement and taking such significant action. I am welling up with tears thinking of the deep love that you are demonstrating for an under appreciated group of great people. In years to come you will think back proudly to this proactive stance that you have taken in this dispute. Your actions are most appreciated!!” ~ Lauren “Thank you for your support of public education and its teachers. The images on your site have brought me tears of joy and renewed my strength to stand up for what we know is right.  Thank you for thinking… thinking about the messages that government keeps repeating, and repeating and repeating, spreading a me-first agenda where a little monetary fear mongering might buy a few more votes. Thank you for making sacrifices that will benefit all the children of British Columbia as we teachers are more than willing to do also…. because it matters!” ~ Alison “Although I just retired, I want to thank you for supporting teachers.  It was very inspiring to see you on TV, talking in support of what teachers believe is necessary to do in order  to maintain the quality of public education.  I was unaware of your website and thrilled to learn about what you have organized to show support for teachers.  I know this means a lot to my colleagues and my son who decided to follow in his mother’s footsteps.  He is looking forward to returning to the classroom in his 2nd year of teaching. Thanks!” ~ Dianne “Thank you for creating your website and for your heartfelt belief in public education and in teachers! It’s a nice change from the teacher bashing and I hope you all know that many of us teach in the public system because we love being a part of an inclusive community. The strike is incredibly emotionally stressful and your actions and words are sunshine for the soul.” ~ Katharine “Thank you so very much for both the incredible kindness that prompted this site, and then the work it took to bring it to fruition. Your support touches every teacher’s heart, and the money will be a lifesaver for so many.” ~ Suzanne “I am a BC teacher who  will not be needing your support since my husband is currently paying the bills, but I just wanted to say how grateful I am for the efforts that you have made on behalf of BC teachers.  When we are out on the picketline in difficult situations like this, it really helps to know that there are other people out there who care deeply about education in BC and are not afraid to say so.  Your work has been an inspiration.” ~ Bonnie Share the love! Comments Off Posted in Uncategorized ← Older posts Newer posts → Search for: Recent Posts Who Dat, Who Dat? @BCTF! Rocky Mountain Flatbread Co. & Bandidas <3 Teachers! #MacGyverADeal #MulletOfJustice Ask an MLA: Tough Questions from Citizens Needed #AllAboutTheKids Vancouver SuperRally for Arbitration – TOMORROW! Bandidas donates $2,441.25 to @FamiliesFunding #TeachersHeartParents How can BC afford quality public education? Easy #PotsandPansforPublicEducationRally #MulletOfJustice #LoveLettersFromTeachers @ChristyClarkbc’s teacher “talking points” breach credibility zone #HatersGonnaHate but @FamiliesFunding spreads the love BC Teachers Strike: A History Lesson Take Action! Attend a Rally MLA Playdate Buy a t-shirt! Donate to BC Teacher Food Bank Drive Rally for Change 10 Things You Can Do Sign A Petition Put Children First Premier Clark, Negotiate with teachers Creative Commons This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 2.5 Canada License Visit BCTF Link Love Vancity supports BC Teachers I Support BC Teachers We Support BC Teachers Famous Actors Support BC Teachers BC Businesses Support BC Teachers BC Federation of Labour supports BC Teachers Resources A Fair Deal Better Schools for BC Protect Public Education Now What the Ministry of Education Doesn't Say Why Teachers are Striking Proudly powered by WordPress. Theme: Coraline by WordPress.com.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7190,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 18, Number 3, November/December 2005 Readers write Retired teachers’ committee recognizes dedication The BCRTA Committee for Excellence in Public Education recognizes the dedication, the commitment, and the personal and collective contribution that teachers in the K–12 education system of this province make to public education. That dedication, commitment and contribution was never more evident than in the public stance of protest that those teachers made in response to the inequity of Bill 12–2005 Teachers’ Collective Agreement Act, and the government’s refusal to honour the traditional bargaining process. Their concerted action ranks most favourably with some of the greatest forces for social change this province has seen. In the days before the strike, and in the days after the strike, a visitor to our classrooms would have seen/will see, great teaching and learning taking place. That visitor would have seen teachers "at work" teaching. Every system needs constant positive attention if it is to flourish. Lack of qualified support staff, over-crowded labs and classrooms, under-valued teachers, disgruntled parents, inadequate resourcing, and a system in conflict are not units of constant positive attention. The civil protest of teachers reiterated that we do want our students in school, but we want them back in a teaching–learning partnership with teachers who feel valued, respected, and fairly rewarded. And in a teaching–learning partnership that is supported by the best possible working and learning conditions. Great teachers do not only teach. They model respect. They demonstrate leadership. They reflect commitment to the "good society." Our commendation to the teachers of this province for their efforts on our behalf. Owen Corcoran BCRTA Excellence in Public Education Committee chair It’s the small things that give you hope I was in the checkout line at the super market a couple of days after our return to work when I heard the lady behind me start in on her little girl, who would be about 6 or 7 years old. Nothing threatening was being said but it was obvious from exactly four apples, exactly four oranges, and several packets of no name macaroni and cheese that Mom was under a lot of pressure and was losing patience with her daughter who wanted to know why she couldn’t have a chocolate bar. Anyhow, mom finally said, "Go stand by the till," which put the little girl right beside me. I was fumbling with cards and groceries so I was a bit oblivious until I heard the girl talking and realized that she was reading out loud from my T-shirt. The shirt has a picture of a dog and says "Curiosity killed the cat but for awhile I was a suspect." I turned so the little girl could see clearly as she sounded out the words for her audience. When she finished all the adults around her congratulated her on a job well done as Mom beamed. Mom, now totally diverted from her financial burdens, said "And to think she has only been back to school a couple of days." And there you have it, pride in a bright child but thanks for the teacher who kindled the flame. Kids need us and parents appreciate us. It’s worth reminding ourselves of this even if the reminders are small. Pat Dyer New Westminster My first AGM It was an incredible experience for me to be one of the representatives from our local at the 2004 AGM. If a more democratic institution exists in our country, I don’t know what it is. There are so many thoughtful, caring, and intelligent people working on behalf of teachers and the students we care for. If the Liberal government is bent on underfunding, destabilizing, and privatizing public service in our province then the BCTF may be one of the strongest voices to prevent the deterioration of the social fabric of the province. I support our Federation’s endeavor to oppose changes to working and learning conditions. Thanks for allowing me to participate. Steven Carriere Okanagan Skaha Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13704,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 1997 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 10, Number 2, October 1997 Top 10 BCTF lesson aids Novel Studies for Indian Captive, Number the Stars, The Giver, The Whipping Boy, Catherine: Called Birdy, Ticket to Curlew. Peggy Begg. 118 p. 1995. Includes ideas for novel projects, blackline masters for specific novels, generic novel sheets, and criteria and evaluation sheets. Grades 4–8. LA 9039—$8.50 Canadian Landscapes. George Quinn. 64 p. © 1990. Student workbook includes reproducible activities exploring six natural regions of Canada. Grades 3–6. LA 9266—$11.95 Building Map Skills. George Quinn. 48 p. © 1991. Student workbook with 44 reproducible activities to teach the basic skills and concepts of using and understanding maps. Grades 3–5. LA 9267—$10.50 Young Naturalist 3—Discovering the Heavens. Gilles Brillon. 103 p. © 1996. This resources and activity book for budding astronomers includes information on astronomical instruments, the earth, the moon, the sun, the planets and the stars and constellations. Grades 2–8. LA 8513—$12.95 Animal Farm, Potemkin, and Propaganda. Phyllis Schwartz and Georgette Champion. 32 p. © 1996. Integrated curriculum unit, students explore the relationship between fact, fiction, and propaganda as it relates to narrative in literature, history, and film. The target subjects and levels for the unit are English 10, 11, 12; Humanities 10; and History 12. Grades 10–12. LA 2025—$4.15 Believe It or Not: A World Religion Resource Package. Frank McCormick. 30 p. © 1996. Resource package gives students a deeper understanding of the world’s religions. It assumes that learning about the beliefs and philosophies of others will lead to increased tolerance, to a more conscious awareness of ones own position and to a keener curiosity about further study. Grade 8-12 LA 2028—$4 Math Visual Glossary. Produced by the Vancouver School Board. This glossary explains mathematical terms graphically. Intended to help new English as a Second Language students understand the mathematical terms so that they can participate orally and integrate into mathematics classes. LA 3038—$8 The Watershed Works—A Learning Resource for the Study of the Fraser River and It’s Basin. Linda Bermbach, Pat White, M.J. Melnyk, Department of Fisheries and Oceans. 136 p. © 1995. Provides integrated curriculum materials for teachers and students working on the study of relationships between the diverse “players” within the Fraser River Watershed. Available in French (FEE219). See also EE212 Window on the Fraser: Fraser River Action Plan, 35 p. and 2058 Table Talk—A Learning Resource for the Study of Land and Water Allocation in B.C., 126 p. Grades 5–7. LA EE219—$12 Creative Classroom Projects for Integrating Information Technology K–7. Produced by the Vancouver School Board © 1997. Resource package includes ideas for using the computer in the classroom or computer lab. Classroom projects integrate the new Information Technology curriculum in Grades K–7. LA 2101—$14 Great Canadian Political Cartoons: 1820–1914. Charles and Cynthia Hou. 240 p. 1997. Resource book contains more than 330 historical cartoons, tracing Canada’s political, economic and social evolution up to the outbreak of World War I. Provides revealing insights into present-day issues such as national unity and international relations. Grades 8–12, teacher. LA 2013—$39.95 For a complete listing of over 890 BCTF Lesson Aids, consult the catalogue in your school library or the BCTF Web site, www.bctf.ca To order any of the above, enclose a cheque or authorized purchase order to BCTF Lesson Aids Service, 100-550 West 6th Avenue, Vancouver, BC V5Z 4P2. GST and postage/handling are included in the prices. Orders are sent by return mail. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8288,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Sept. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 1, September 2004 Get your vote on! Young people who vote are rare, but a group of British Columbia youth have launched a campaign, entitled "Get Your Vote On," to change that. Get Your Vote On is a non-partisan campaign that aims to inform young citizens how to register to vote and how to get to the polls informed and engaged on important issues. Get Your Vote On will engage youth through fun community events like concerts and all-candidates debates leading up to the B.C. provincial election on May 17, 2005. In Canada, since 1972, each successive generation of voters has had a lower voter-turnout rate. Large numbers of young people either are not registered to vote at all or are registered but do not vote. B.C. has 500,000 eligible-but-unregistered youth voters (aged 18–34); only one in five eligible voters aged 18–24 is on the voters list. The percentage of eligible voters (registered or not) who cast ballots dropped from 70% in 1983 to 55% in 2001. Young people are staying away from the polls in large numbers. Get Your Vote On wants to turn that trend around. Voting is one arena where all people have equal voices. Lots of young people say the issues they care about are not being addressed. The goals of Get Your Vote On include encouraging youth to come together to discuss important issues, to understand where candidates and parties stand on youth issues, to self-organize and mobilize various youth communities, and to make sure that youth priorities are on the electoral agenda. Initial survey results indicate that big issues for youth are healthcare, environment, education, and social services. "The world is run by those who show up, and young people in this province and across Canada are simply not showing up at the polling booth," said Sarah Rozell, from Get Your Vote On. Young people are starting to realize that the low voter turnout among youth is a significant problem, one that many youth feel they need to tackle themselves. There are many avenues to express values, and Get Your Vote On believes that a crucially important one is to vote. Get Your Vote On is looking for volunteers. It is also seeking endorsements from B.C. unions, organizations, musicians, performers, filmmakers, and artists who believe in the importance of the campaign. For more information, visit www.getyourvoteon.ca, e-mail info@getyourvoteon.ca, or call: 604-685-6631. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/amrik-virk/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Amrik Virk for Surrey-Tynehead - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Amrik Virk A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Surrey-Tynehead Support Amrik BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media amrikvirkbc last tweet ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://t.co/a2WnbAvQz5" @amrikvirkbc - 07:12pm Follow @amrikvirkbc Amrik Virk MLA last post ">3,200 foster families open their homes to some of B.C.’s most vulnerable young people. Thank you, foster families! http://ow.ly/Cg1tX" facebook/amrikvirkbc - Oct 3rd Like Amrik Virk MLA Amrik Virk was elected as MLA in the riding of Surrey-Tynehead and appointed Minister of Advanced Education in June 2013. He is also a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow. An extensive career with the RCMP included a variety of policing duties with a substantial portion of his experience with various First Nations communities. In 2001, Virk was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and posted to Surrey where he was active in the issue of youth and gang violence in communities throughout the Lower Mainland and worked extensively with community leaders to help create the British Columbia Integrated Gang Task force. He left Surrey RCMP in 2006 while serving as the acting Officer in Charge of Operations (one of two Deputy Chief equivalents) and transferred to Langley as the Officer in Charge of Operations. Virk is the consummate community volunteer and in the six years he spent on the board of directors of the Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, and helped raise millions of dollars for enhancing health care for Surrey residents. He also served on the board of Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Get in touch with Amrik Surrey – Tynehead Constituency Office 15135-101 Avenue Surrey, BC V3R 7Z1 Phone: (604) 586-3747 Fax: (604) 584-4741 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 Phone: (250) 952-7623 Email Amrik Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Foster parents are ordinary people engaged in extraordinary acts of kindness. Join the team! http://t.co/6jUkcsOp6V" @Teresa_Wat - 04:31pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11898,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Oct. 2000 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 13, Number 2, October 2000 An unforgettable experience by Laura Wilson Each May, heritage fairs take place across Canada, and this year more than 110,000 students participated. In some areas, there are school fairs, followed by district and regional fairs. Each July, a National Heritage Fair is held in a different province. Each province may send 15 student delegates and five counsellors, and each of the territories, including Nunavut, which was formed on April 1, 1999, may send five students and a counsellor. For nine days during the summer, I attended the National Heritage Fair, in Ottawa/Hull, as a counsellor from B.C. Our group flew from Cranbrook to Vancouver and met the other delegates and counsellors from B.C. The next day, we flew to Ottawa and stayed in Philemon Wright Junior Secondary School, in Hull, Quebec. We enjoyed tours of the National Art Gallery, War Museum, RCMP stables, Rideau Hall (where the Governor General, the Queen’s representative, resides), and Parliament Hill. The trip to Parliament Hill was one of the highlights because we had an audience with the Speaker of the House of Commons, the Hon. Gilbert Parent. We walked into the House, down the main aisle with the benches of the Government on one side and the Opposition on the other (delegates and counsellors were wearing the T-shirts of their province/ territory), and took our seats. The speaker made us feel welcome, and he quickly developed a warm rapport with everyone. He told us how at one time it would have seemed very unlikely that he would ever have become the speaker. He explained that his grandmother was born on a native reserve. His father was Métis. His father was gassed in the First World War, and when he returned home, he got a job as the custodian of the theatre in Welland, Ontario. “And here I am, I am the custodian of the House of Commons of Canada.” There was pride in his voice. After a short question period, one student from each province/territory spoke briefly about his/her province/territory. On Friday, the students set up their projects in the Museum of Civilization, in Hull, with its grand setting by the Ottawa River opposite Parliament Hill in Ottawa. The fair took place on Saturday and Sunday. Students from Cranbrook had done a project on the Frank Slide, which took place in 1903. At that time, the town of Frank, near the B.C./Alberta border was a frontier coal-mining town. During the night on April 29, Turtle Mountain crashed down on the town, killing about 70 people. Students developed a play based on what they had learned. When I saw them perform for the first time, I knew that all my efforts had been worthwhile, because they had brought history alive. Their project was one of three chosen to go to the National Fair, and the students spent a great deal of time preparing a short video of their play for the fair. Laura Wilson teaches at Steeples Elementary School, Cranbrook. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141006,globalnews.ca,http://globalnews.ca/tag/bc-teachers-strike/util/typevalidator,BC Teachers Strike | News, Videos & Articles Your Region: National BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg On TV: Global National Sections National National sections Locals Local sections Watch Watch sections Search Canada Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released Sections Health Money Consumer Tech Entertainment Environment Science Lifestyle Sports Featured Canada World Politics Investigations Canada Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released Your Region National Change BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Health Money Consumer Tech Entertainment Environment Science Lifestyle Sports Jump to a Region National BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Man trying to reach Bermuda in inflatable bubble rescued by Coast Guard Schedule NowGlobal National 7:00pmEntertainment Tonight More Programs Global National The West Block 16x9 The Morning Show More Personalities Dawna Friesen Carolyn Jarvis Liza Fromer Tom Clark More News Major snowfall covers N. Manitoba Entertainment ‘Gone Girl’ wins weekend box office News Journalist with Ebola arrives at US hospital Canada Quebecor sells off Sun newspaper chain News Crowdfunded bus debuts in Toronto Entertainment Depardieu reveals past as escort, thief Canada MPs debate motion for airstrikes in Iraq Sports NBA extends television deals for 9 years Trending Maple Syrup Heist Hong Kong protests Iraq crisis Luka Magnotta Ebola outbreak enterovirus D68 Ukraine Retail Wars http://globalnews.ca/tag/bc-teachers-strike/"> News Live blog Daycare Options Wages Class Size What is E80? Class Composition Video Latest BC Teachers Strike Videos 02:08 News Hour BC Inner city teacher turns to crowdfunding for needy kids 01:59 News Hour BC Back to school, three weeks late 01:27 News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Will the school year be extended? 02:39 Noon News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: What can kids expect? 02:19 News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Results of the vote tonight 05:03 Noon News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Teachers voting today 04:12 News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Big questions remain 10:13 BC 1 BC teachers dispute: Union leader Jim Sinclair weighs in on deal 03:10 Noon News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: BCTF urged to vote yes 03:11 News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Deal details 01:44 News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Deal reaction 01:44 News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Back to school shopping 01:57 News Hour BC BC teachers dispute: Finally, a tentative deal 06:59 BC 1 BC teachers dispute: Is it a good deal? 05:21 BC 1 BC teachers deal: Is the new deal affordable? 06:34 BC 1 BC teachers dispute: What will the school year look like? 15:57 News Hour BC Press conference: BCTF president Jim Iker on tentative deal 02:11 Global National BC teachers strike: Tentative deal reached, school may start Monday 15:20 News Hour BC Press conference: Premier Christy Clark and Peter Fassbender on tentative deal 06:31 BC 1 BC teachers dispute: Press conference review Latest BC Teachers Strike News Global News October 5, 2014 10:07 pm Coquitlam teachers fighting over pay Lori Leonard thought the protests were behind her, but the Coquitlam teacher is dusting off her picket sign once again. Continue reading → BC 1 September 27, 2014 2:02 pm Cheques for school strike money to be mailed in late October Cheques for the $40 a day promised to parents of children aged 12 and under during the education dispute will be mailed out in late October. Continue reading →   What is this? Branded content is written by or on behalf of our sponsor and not by Global News' editorial staff. If you'd like to learn more... What is this ? X What is this? Branded content is written by or on behalf of our sponsor and not by Global News' editorial staff. If you'd like to learn more... More stories below Global News September 24, 2014 1:34 am Children at Silverdale Elementary return to class in middle of construction site Students at Silverdale Elementary, a small school in Mission, have started off their year on a construction site. Continue reading → BC 1 September 22, 2014 7:50 pm Elementary school teacher sets up crowdfunding page for classroom supplies For teachers, going back to school also comes at a cost. Continue reading → BC 1 September 22, 2014 8:10 am BC teachers’ strike: Will the school year be extended? Public school students will be back in classrooms across B.C. on Monday amid lingering questions about how the education dispute will affect the school year. Continue reading → BC 1 September 20, 2014 1:36 pm B.C. students getting ready to go back to school on Monday Shoppers are expected to be out in droves this weekend across B.C., stocking up on school supplies. Continue reading →   What is this? Branded content is written by or on behalf of our sponsor and not by Global News' editorial staff. If you'd like to learn more... What is this ? X What is this? Branded content is written by or on behalf of our sponsor and not by Global News' editorial staff. If you'd like to learn more... BC 1 September 17, 2014 7:23 pm B.C. teachers ponder tentative deal ahead of vote The initial euphoria of getting a negotiated deal in the bitter B.C. teachers’ strike has worn off and now more than 40,000 union members are tallying their wins and losses before voting on the contract. Continue reading → BC 1 September 17, 2014 2:00 pm Questions about Pro-D Days in B.C. as tentative deal reached in dispute But for school districts that have Pro-D Days scheduled for Monday, many are wondering if those will be rescheduled or cancelled so the kids and teachers can get back in the classroom as soon as possible. Continue reading → More stories below BC 1 September 17, 2014 8:30 am Teachers to vote on tentative deal on Thursday: the details Here is what is known about the tentative six-year deal between the BCTF and government that teachers will vote on this Thursday Continue reading → Global News September 16, 2014 10:49 pm Full text of communication to teachers from the BCTF Read the full text of the e-mail that the BCTF sent to B.C. teachers today after the announcement of a tentative deal. Continue reading → Load More Popular Now Luka Magnotta surveillance videos released 20224 How does Ebola spread? 5 things you need to know 18659 Accused Madeleine McCann Twitter troll found dead 9985 Ebola: 5 reasons why an outbreak is highly unlikely in Canada 7298 UPDATE: What’s the best, cheapest Canadian cellphone plan out there? 5891 Featured Content Canada Ebola: 5 reasons why an outbreak is highly unlikely in Canada What are the chances of an Ebola outbreak taking off in Canada? It isn’t likely, according to experts. And here are a number of reasons why. Continue reading → Environment Are we in the midst of a mass extinction? There have been 5 mass extinctions — the loss of 75 per cent or more of the world’s species — in Earth’s history. Scientists now believe that we are at the early stages of the sixth. Continue reading → Health Lab-grown penises may soon be ‘ready for testing’ on humans Researchers in North Carolina say penises grown in laboratories could “soon be ready for human testing,” offering hope for men who have had traumatic injuries or penile cancer. Continue reading → Canada Meet Rachel Parent — the teen fighting for GMO labelling in Canada Rachel Parent is a 15-year-old activist. Her goal: mandatory labelling in Canada of all genetically modified organisms, or GMOs that are found as ingredients in food. Continue reading → Canada Abandoned puppies on the mend Twenty hungry, cold and flea-infested puppies found in a Saskatchewan field are now being nursed back to health at Battleford’s Humane Society. Continue reading → Science Everything you need to know about Wednesday’s lunar eclipse On Oct. 8, Canada will be treated to its second lunar eclipse of the year. Find out what you can expect. Continue reading → Canada Can homegrown food win the climate change war? Wondering what’s the single most effective way to combat climate change? Plant a garden. Continue reading → Canada 16×9: An investigation into illegal lumber Timber thieves are stealing wood from the Russian Far East, processing it in China and then shipping it to North America, a 16×9 investigation has found. Continue reading → Highlights Hounds of Parliament: As commuting cyclist and budget watchdog, Frechette must make his presence known Frechette draws a line distinguishing his personality as a cyclist and as the parliamentary budget officer. But surely there’s a parallel between the assertive man he is on a bike and in the role of PBO? Continue reading → Email alerts Sign up for FREE daily Globalnews.ca newsletters and breaking news alerts Email Address National Daily News National Breaking News By clicking on the submit button, I have read, understood and agreed to our privacy policy Twitter Follow globalnews 20 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews USA Swimming suspends #MichaelPhelps for 6 months glbn.ca/ClLU9 pic.twitter.com/nqC3dQ3NhL 20 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews Hillary Clinton: military action against ISIS “critical” and “essential” globalnews.ca/news/1600343/w… #cdnpoli 32 minutes ago Globalnews.ca @globalnews Boy left in car during church choir practice dies glbn.ca/ClKBB Jump to a Region BC Calgary Edmonton Halifax Lethbridge Montreal New Brunswick Okanagan Regina Saskatoon Toronto Winnipeg Connect Facebook Twitter Google+ RSS Contact Us Global News About Us Privacy Policy Principles & Practices Terms & Conditions Copyright Shaw Media Advertise Open Data © Shaw Media Inc., 2014. All rights reserved. Follow Follow “Global News” Get every new post delivered to your Inbox. Join 3,820 other followers Powered by WordPress.com Shaw Connect Expand News Entertainment Entertainment Home Celebs Movies TV Music Living Lifestyle Food Home & Living Sports Money Tech Travel Breaktime Autos Watch TV Online All Sites Global Global News Food Network HGTV History Television Showcase Slice DTOUR ET Canada National Geographic Movietime Lifetime H2 DIY Action NG Wild Mystery IFC BBC Deja Vu Twist)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/03/bill-22-and-class-sizeclass-composition.html?showComment0751333395766872,Staffroom Confidential: Bill 22 and Class Size/Class Composition Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Saturday, March 31, 2012 Bill 22 and Class Size/Class Composition Bill 22 eliminates all class composition limits. There is no longer a need to report or consult regardless of the number of students with an IEP in a single class. Nothing will now prevent Administrators from "clustering" students with an IEP into classes and nothing ensures they will receive adequate support or have access to adequate teacher time and specialist teacher time. In addition, the Bill removes class size averages, allowing for classes over 30 without having to "balance out" with some smaller classes. Now a District can have a high class size average and many classes over 30. The Minister has released the Ministerial Regulations regarding the "cash for kids" section of Bill 22. This section provides for additional compensation for teachers who are assigned classes over 30, except for exempted classes. The exempted classes are: * all adult education classes * all continuing education classes * all distributed learning classes * all work study and work experience classes * all specialty academy classes * all music classes including band, choir, instrumental music and orchestra * all performing arts classes including drama and dance * all Planning 10 classes * all board authorized leadership classes For these exempted classes, there is no limit and no additional compensation, no matter what the class size. In other words, nothing prevents these classes from being in the 50 - 100 range. Also, because this is a regulation, it does not have to go back to the legislature to be changed. The Ministry can add more classes at any time by writing a new regulation. This is just a bureaucratic task. The formula for additional compensation basically calculates a "cost per student" by taking the average teacher salary and dividing by thirty. So, if the average teacher salary is $60,000, then the cost per student is $2000. Thus, a teacher who has 32 students enrolled in a class all year full time would be paid an additional $2000 per student, which in this example would be $4000. The formula also only pays nine of the ten months of the school year (so the actual amount paid would be $1800), and does not take into account additional costs such as benefits and overhead costs. What does this mean? It means that for any given grade or subject area, it is cheaper for a District to overload classes than to hire additional teachers. If an extra 29 students can be spread around into oversize classes, that will be $2000 less than the salary of an additional teacher. Not until a whole additional class of 30 is reached does it become economically equivalent to hire another teacher. Anything less, and the cheaper option is to overload. Consider, for example, a school with 105 Grade 6 students. The cost of having three classes of 35 would be $210,000 (based on the $60,000 average salary). The cost of having four classes - three of 26 and one of 27 - would be $240,000.  Not only is Bill 22 likely to lead to increased class size, up to as much as in the 50's potentially, but it will also lead to fewer teachers. Consider the example above where the school creates 3 classes of 35 instead of the 4 smaller classes. This also means for the existing 4 teachers, now only 3 are needed. If you spread this across the District, a worst case scenario would see up to 25% of teachers lose their jobs. Now this is not likely to happen immediately, but remember that in the first year after Bill 28 came into effect, approximately 2500 teachers province wide lost their jobs - close to 10% of the contract teachers currently employed. Given that the budget for school Districts next year does not include an increase to even cover inflation, it is reasonable to expect at least 3-5% job losses, if not more. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 3:13 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 2 comments: Ian WenigerApril 1, 2012 at 11:22 AM So basically, there are no real class limits and there is some financial encouragement for teachers to enrol more students. Disgusting.ReplyDelete Keiichi MorisatoApril 2, 2012 at 12:42 PM Correction Ian, teachers don't want to enrol more students, it would be the bean counters who only care about budget that would want to overload classes.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ▼  March (12) Bill 22 and Class Size/Class Composition BC Liberals: You reap what you sow... From public to private: a subtle path What is this dispute about? Putting equity last, a... Walk out pamphlet - arguments for full withdrawal ... Teachers debate a response to Bill 22 Lessons from the US - when unions don't strike to ... Lessons from history - legislation and illegal str... How do teachers defeat Bill 22? Critical thinking and Bill 22 - A teacher rebuts G... What is this strike about? A moving letter from a ... Public education - Christy: it's about equality ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/BCTF-research.aspx?id=27928,BCTF>Professional Learning Communities: The great divide in perspectives, September 19, 2012  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development BCTF-Research Archives 2012-13 2011-12  2010-11  2009-10  2008-09  Home > Publications > BCTF Research > BCTF-Research List > 2012-13 Archives Professional Learning Communities: The great divide in perspectives There is clearly something of a gulf in determining what constitutes an effective professional learning community (PLC). In the USA there appear to be some very regulated and prescribed versions of PLCs. Consider the following set of questions re. PLCs which has been posted on Learning Forward’s website:  Is our PLC committed to fostering collective responsibility for improved student performance? Is our PLC aligned with rigorous state student academic achievement standards as well as related local educational agency and school improvement goals; Is the PLC facilitated by well-prepared school principals and/or school-based professional development coaches, mentors, master teachers, or other teacher leaders? Do the communities convene several times per week or the equivalent of several hours? Do the professionals organize into teams of teachers, principals, as well as other instructional staff members? Is the PLC engaging in a defined continuous cycle of improvement? Is the PLC evaluating student, teacher, and school learning needs through a thorough review of data on teacher and student performance? Is the learning based on the rigorous analysis of the data and a definition of clear educator learning goals? Is the learning characterized by implementing coherent, sustained, and evidenced-based learning strategies, such as lesson study and the development of formative assessments, that improve instructional effectiveness and student achievement? Is the learning supported by job-embedded coaching or other forms of assistance to promote the transfer of new knowledge and skills to the classroom? Is the PLC assessing regularly the effectiveness of the professional development in achieving identified learning goals, improving teaching, and assisting all students in meeting challenging state academic achievement standards? Is the PLC using assessment findings to inform ongoing improvements in teaching and student learning? Is the PLC tapping external assistance when it finds it does not have the internal expertise to achieve its goals? Starting every question with the word “is” invites simplistic “yes” or “no” answers, and it takes little guessing which response is assumed correct, or what to do if your answer is “wrong”. In some of these questions, replacing “is” with “should” might generate a very different discussion. Might “student performance” be replaced with “student learning” in the first question, to change the focus from test scores to a wider view of considering student progress? The litany of often-tedious and controlling questions starkly contrasts with more-enabling views of PLCs, such as those articulated in Hargreaves and Fullan’s (2012) book Professional Capital. Hargreaves and Fullan constructively challenge the thinking of teachers, administrators, school districts, teacher unions, and governments, but reserve some of their harshest attacks for those trying to force inappropriate forms of Professional Learning Communities onto teachers: But the new expectation that professional cultures have to be ones of collective autonomy, transparency and responsibility, that have to be deliberately arranged and structured around these principles, should not be a license for administrative bullying and abuse, or enforced contrivance either. Professional Learning Communities are not professional data communities or professional test score communities. They are not places for administrators to impose questionable district agendas that gather teachers together after busy days in class to pore over spreadsheets simply so they can come up with a quick intervention that will raise test scores in a few weeks or less. They are not places where overloaded literacy coaches convene hurried meetings with harried teachers who scarcely have time to refocus from the previous class before they have to rush off to the next one. Nor are they places where principals and superintendents convert challenging conversations into hectoring harangues, and where all the challenges come from above, with no comeback or reciprocal challenges allowed from teachers themselves. (p. 144)  BC has seen numerous attempts to establish top-down, mandated versions of PLCs, and has also seen many positive, engaging, and challenging learning communities. What philosophy and approach to PLCs exists in your school, local, district? What would you like to see as appropriate approaches to building more collaborative cultures for professional learning? Sources:  Learning Forward, http://blogs.edweek.org/edweek/learning_forwards_pd_watch/ 2012/09/13_essential_plc_questions.html  Hargreaves, A., & Fullan, M. (2012). Professional Capital: Transforming teaching in every school. New York: Teachers’ College Press.  Submitted by Charlie Naylor, cnaylor@bctf.ca September 19, 2012  This item will be saved on the BCTF’s website in a list archive, at http://www.bctf.ca/publications/BCTF-research.aspx.  Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=12890,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2000 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 12, Number 7, May/June 2000 Changes to the Teachers’ Pension Plan, April 1, 2000 by Karen Harper On April 1, 2000, the Superannuation Commission became the Pension Corporation, a crown corporation servicing all of the family of public sector pension plans. This will be helpful in that the Pension Corporation will be staffed based on the requirements of the pension plans, rather than being affected by government limitations during periods of hiring freezes or layoffs. Thus, service to members from the Pension Corporation should improve. In addition to the Pension Corporation coming into force, a number of changes to the Teachers’ Pension Plan occurred. Leaves of absences: there are now only three categories—maternity, parental, and general. Maternity and Parental are pursuant to the Employment Standards Act covering, therefore, 18 and 12 weeks of time respectively, requiring only single contributions to purchase, and have a maximum of three years of time purchasable. The general category now permits the purchase of up to 50 months of pensionable service during a career at double employee contributions plus interest. The three categories cannot exceed 8 years of service between them (these are Revenue Canada limitations for registered pension plans). In the area of reinstatement, there is no longer a deadline of December 31, 2000 to reinstate. Reinstatement can occur at any time up to retirement. However, from a financial perspective it is far better to reinstate as soon as possible rather than to delay. The longer one waits, the more costly the reinstatement will be. In addition, for those who qualify to reinstate under the “old” or “refund rate” rules, the return to work period is now 2 years, or 20 months of contributory service, rather than the former 10 years of 100 months of contributory service. For those who in the past worked less than half time, were not contributors, and did not waive in writing their right to contribute, they are now able to purchase the service at current costs—that is employee and employer costs on today’s salary. This will help many members, usually women, who returned to work part-time after the birth of their children, and did not contribute to the Teachers’ Pension Plan and are ineligible for the Child Rearing Drop-out Credit as they were working. No one should apply for this until at least the fall of 2000 due to backlogs at the Pension Corporation. To protect members of the plan from increasing costs due to delayed applications, any application during the next 18 months will have the salary frozen as at June 30, 2000. If the non-contributor would be eligible under the arrears provision rather than the purchase of service provision, interest will similarly be capped as at June 30, 2000 during the 18 month window. The calculation of the early retirement reduction has been amended to leave a larger lifetime pension (after age 65) by reducing the bridge benefit the same percentage as the total pension. For example, under the old calculation, a pension of $2,500 reduced by 15% at age 55 left $2,125 to age 65, reducing to $1,575 thereafter. On the new method of calculation, the pension is still $2,125 to age 65, but will be $1,657 after age 65, an improvement of $82 per month in lifetime income. Under the Public Sector Pension Plans Act, the British Columbia Teachers’ Federation can enter into negotiations regarding a jointly trusteed pension plan. As the AGM was advised, government requested that such negotiations commence, and the AGM approved. The BCTF will be keeping you apprised of the negotiations as they are ongoing, and would strongly encourage you to attend the meetings that will be held in each local in the fall should an agreement be reached. These meetings will provide you with information and answer your questions so that you can vote on the commencement of a jointly trusteed pension plan. Karen Harper, formerly BCTF staffperson responsible for pensions, now vice-president of Policy and Plan Management as at May 1, 2000 at the new Pension Corporation. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7896,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 4, January/February 2005 Health and safety: What's that you say? by Maureen L. MacDonald Universal truth: Good acoustics enhance all students’ ability to learn. Unfortunate truth: Poor acoustics abound in schools. Is anybody listening? Hard-of-hearing students learn better in classrooms that have good acoustics. All students learn better, and all teachers teach better in classrooms with good acoustics. The following specific student populations receive great benefit: profoundly deaf, hard of hearing (including children with recurring ear infections), central auditory processing disorder (CAPD), learning disabilities, developmental delays, attention deficit disorder or attention deficit hyperactivity disorder (ADD/ADHD), and second-language learners. Students with special needs have IEPs that outline plans to optimize their learning. Are acoustical engineers on the planning teams? Who, if anyone, is recommending how to eliminate the noise problems by installing sound-absorbing walls or ceilings or by using portable or built-in sound-field systems? School planners are late to learn the importance of acoustics. Schools often have no acoustical design. There are no provincial standards for school acoustics. It is common to have poor acoustical environments, with excessive noise and reverberation. This is detrimental to communication between teachers and students, to learning and language development, and to the health and well-being of teachers. This situation is not confined to old schools. The newest schools, built on the cheap, can be the worst. Hard surfaces, sloped ceilings, and industrial steel beams absorb no sounds. What makes the little red schoolhouse "green"? There is a "green school" movement that sounds appealing at first. However, it includes the notion that natural ventilation will occur if the windows open and the walls between the classrooms do not reach all the way to the ceiling. If I remember my elementary school science lessons correctly, when the air flows over the walls, the sound goes with it. Will you volunteer to teach next to the music room or the metalwork shop or the Kindergarten? When there is too much noise, teachers usually raise their voices. Students need to hear over the bothersome heating/ ventilating/air conditioning (HVAC) system, the PE class outside the window, and the traffic on the busy street a few metres away. Teachers speak up despite the fact that loud does not mean clear. Vowels mask the high frequency sounds such as th, sh and ch. Not all the students understand the message. Learning suffers. The teacher’s voice suffers. We teachers depend on our voices as professional tools, but unlike singers and actors, we are not trained to use them effectively. Many of us simply accept sore throats and loss of vocal power as occupational hazards. Drinking lots of water and using non-verbal signals will help save the voice, but speech therapy or medical treatment may also be needed. Teachers’ voices are at risk WCB statistics show that the incidence of voice dysfunction among teachers is on the rise. Teachers are five times more likely than the general population to have voice problems. According to Dr. Linda Rammage, program director, half the patients at the Provincial Voice Care Resource Program at Vancouver General Hospital are teachers. Voice problems among teachers represent a rising cause of teacher illness, use of sick leave, stress, and WCB claims. Many of the same teachers have concerns about indoor-air quality. In extreme cases, teachers have been forced to cut short their careers. Make a noise The Joint Occupational Health and Safety Committee at each worksite is there to receive information about health and safety hazards, including noise levels and voice dysfunction. The committee will recommend solutions to problems. If the problems cannot be resolved at the school level, they will be referred to the district level. The district must respond to recommendations within 21 days. You’ve heard me sing this song before! It’s a favourite of mine. Whether a teacher’s voice dysfunction is caused by the working conditions or by a separate medical condition, the employer has a duty to accommodate the worker. File a WCB claim. See your doctor. Keep a written record of events. Don’t give up. Call your local president for help. Buying basic portable sound-field systems, when required, for about $1000 each, would save money for school boards, the WCB, and the healthcare system. At the same time, teachers and students would benefit. There would be no losers. SNAG SNAG, the ad hoc School Noise Action Group on which I represent the BCTF, is actively attempting to change the way schools and classrooms are designed. SNAG is setting up a research program in preschool (Berwick), elementary and secondary (Vancouver), and post-secondary (UBC) classrooms. Preliminary local studies indicate that noise levels only rarely and for short periods go down to ANSI (American National Standards Institute) standards, and teachers talk much louder than was previously thought. Sound advice Tell your school trustees and your MLAs to recognize expertise. If 42,000 BCTF experts tell them that school acoustics need upgrading, they’ll have to listen. Recommend to your local that it get involved in planning good acoustics for new schools, and for renovations of existing acoustically inferior schools. Goodbye This is the last in a series of articles I have written as the prevention officer in the Health and Safety Department. My term appointment to the BCTF staff ends on February 11. I’ll become a teacher-librarian at the brand new Elsie Roy Elementary School, in Vancouver’s Yaletown, on February 14. If you wish, you can reach me there at my school e-mail address: mmacdonald@vsb.bc.ca. It has been my privilege to be on the BCTF staff. Working with grown-ups is just as enjoyable as teaching children. I’m happy to have had a chance to do both. For the next four years and six weeks, our health and safety program is in the capable hands of Mark Keelan (mkeelan@bctf.ca) from Surrey, on the prevention side and Gail Montgomery (gmontgomery@bctf.ca), from Prince George on the WCB claims and appeals side. To add your name to the BCTF Occupational Health and Safety e-mail list, contact Whitney Burgess: wburgess@bctf.ca. Maureen L. MacDonald is the prevention officer in the health and safety department for a few more days. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2014/09/tentative-agreement-yes-or-no.html?showComment=1411019230289,Staffroom Confidential: Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, September 16, 2014 Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Despite what I know was a herculean effort on the part of our bargaining team, I very much hope that BC teachers will vote no to the tentative agreement. After five weeks of strike, and twelve years of legal battles, this is not the deal that will restore sanity to public education and it is not a fair deal for teachers and students. Just as teachers in Saskatchewan rejected a deal to ensure a better outcome, I hope BC teachers will consider a no vote to let our team know we have to go back to the bargaining table. Class size, composition The agreement provided a modified LIF fund starting at $75 million per year and increasing to $85 by the last year. It is for teachers only, which will mean a slight improvement in Districts where sizeable portions were spent on Education Assistants or senior District staff rather than teachers. However, in an average size District like Victoria (20,000 students, 1,000 teachers), this will translate into about 5-10 more teachers. That is one for every five schools. To put it in comparison, Justice Griffin's judgement estimated the lost funding due to lost class size language at about $330 million in current dollars. (Read more here about the proposed Education Fund.) I heard so many teachers speak up about the need to ensure that we do not return to over-crowded classes when the strike ends. This agreement does very little to alleviate what is the most pressing issue. Throwing away the court victory The agreement provides a "reopener" in the event we win on appeal our class size language. What this means is that the language returns, but is not implemented until new language is negotiated. Without the actual implementation of the returned language, there will be very little incentive for the government to bargain it back. We would essentially be back in the very same position we are in today, with government trying to bargain it out and us trying to bargain it back in. In my opinion, even if we were legislated back to work we would be in a superior position. If we won the appeal the government would then be forced to implement the language. We are thus throwing away our historic court victory and the bargaining pressure it potentially creates. The reopener is really only mildly less offensive than E80. In both cases, we have to bargain back what was illegally taken from our contract and the government will probably never have to restore it. In fact, the "reopener" creates the perfect opportunity for government to lock us out to try and force us to agree to something far inferior. Throwing away the remedy for the last twelve years The agreement provides $105 million to compensate for grievances over-sized classes for the last twelve years. Using Justice Griffin's estimates, our loss is roughly $300 million times 12 = over $3 billion. I cannot fathom how $105 million is a fair compromise. The BCTF's original proposal to put this money back into the system was a more fair and productive approach. This agreement means we can no longer go to the courts for a fair remedy. Wages The agreement is very close to government's original offer. While I would be willing to accept this if the class size language was returned, teachers should not be taking such a significant monetary loss without the commensurate gain in working conditions. We have lost roughly 12% of our annual salary. We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut. Minimal improvements There are very minimal improvements in preparation time for elementary teachers (10 minutes per week), and TTOC daily rate. The TTOC daily rate change may depend on your grid placement. It could actually be a wage loss for long term TTOCs who are above category 5 and step 7. There is also $11 million in health and dental benefits. At 40,000 members, this is $275 each. Hardly worth consideration in the context of the rest of the agreement. What next? There are a variety of options if we vote no. We can continue the strike. We can choose to return to work and continue bargaining. We do not, and should not, accept an agreement that doesn't meet our needs and doesn't meet the needs of students and public education. When Saskatchewan teachers rejected the first deal which had 5.5% wage increases over four years, the second deal had 7.3% increases over four years. They have said this still isn't good enough. For us, our main issue is classroom conditions. We need to say this isn't good enough. The way to do that is to vote no. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 7:48 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 124 comments: Troy MooreSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:17 PM The EC recommendation states the open clause will be argued from restored language. However, selling our grievances for nothing as the 105 million is strike savings, is plenty of reason to vote no. Further, no composition caps, but a fund controlled by Superintendents is enough reason to vote no. Thursday I will vote no.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:06 PM Re-opener also says "education fund" in place until new language bargained, so old language can disappear forever.Delete Reply Mme RousseauSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:33 PM Government starved us to death hoping we'd vote yes to whatever deal they'd offer. Planned it from the start.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:07 PM We can sill choose (collectively) to return to work if we reject this deal. Many options.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:09 PM Great analysis, Tara! I think that returning to work would be a bad idea. This will frustrate parents more if they need to find new ways to deal with taking care fo kids. USe the money given to you by the other unions. I am a teacher who had to quit for stress over the terrible condition of work (split FI grade 4/5, several low LD kids with little support, one severe with no support, 2 gifted (no support), and a principal who expected me to teach 2 separate social studies AND science programs)Delete Reply Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:56 PM Good points by all but the gov't succeeded in starving my family out and completly breaking us. I will be voting YES and live to fight another dayReplyDelete Replies schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:21 PM 'Fight another day'? In the last twelve years that we have been pushing back against this government, never has the tide tide been so much with teachers, class size/composition, and public education - and never has the government been pushed back onto the ropes (especially with the call for binding arbitration). What 'other day' is being proposed that we wait for? Now is the time. Vote 'no' and give the BCTF bargaining team a renewed mandate to get a decent deal for students and teachers.Delete Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:10 PM "Another day" means to wake up and realize that 2more weeks means my family of 5 could lose our home. It means I will do all I can to recall Cc, Factbender, and other mla's, and maybe even having "a guy I know" have a chat with them. In year 1 of their reign, I don't believe they even know what "the ropes" are. I will vote YES ...for my family, and I can live with thatDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:12 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply Karen FergusonSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:03 PM Just a question: When the Saskatchewan teachers voted no, had they already been on strike for 5 weeks?ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM No. They are working with no contract. They are not on strike.Delete Shannon DavisSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:23 AM I am a Saskatchewan teacher. We are not on strike; we are currently in the conciliation process after voting "no" to 2 previous offersDelete Reply "Mama Rose"September 16, 2014 at 9:27 PM Can we truly return to work without agreeing and continue bargaining? When I suggested returning to work a few weeks ago, the answer was "being on strike puts pressure on the gov't and without pressure they have no reason to settle." And can you explain more how legislating us back would be better than agreeing to this deal? And finally, why would the BCTF executive put forward a deal that was not a good one?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:30 PM Because they need confirmation of the resolve of the membership to get something better. That is what a no vote does.Delete Reply Troylana MSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:28 PM some great points to ponder, tara......thinking thinking....ReplyDelete schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:43 PM If we vote 'no' to the tentative deal we still have options: We'd not have a contract. But we could... a) strike with full picket lines b) partially strike with phase 1 (work-to-rule) in schools c) partially strike with periodic/rotating job action d) continue negotiating e) return to work and re-escalate strike f) some/all of the above ReplyDelete Replies Caroline MackenzieSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:21 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:14 PM a) will expedite matters (I say less that 3 days)Delete Reply danabjornsonSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:05 PM I am thinking that a legislated, crappier contract would only be in effect for 2 years max (before elections...). If we take this offer, then we will be agreeing to this pseudo-E80. Should we win the court case (which we likely will), we will have to settle on the terms of the THIS negotiated contract which doesn't actually restore learning conditions; it simply allows for those conditions to be negotiated. If we say n, then we default to the 2002 contract, which DOES restore the language. A "yes" vote is saying that we are good on "crumbs"; a "no" vote is saying we want an actual meal. That's my understanding, anyway. Please correct me where I am wrong, Tara. :)ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:44 PM And word is IF they legislate, they could opt to legislate back Grade 10-12 only causing the union to have to lay off all teachers and re-hire based on seniority. That will tear the union at the seams pitting teacher against teacher for those positions. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:17 PM There will be a general strike if that were to happen! They better not do this. They will regret it.Delete Reply imaginefunlearningSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:09 PM Some good points on the background of our fight over the past 12 years, which I have been actively engaged in; however we need to recognize the climate we are in. We are not in Sask. people! We have just come through a very long summer!! We need to thank our @bctf bargaining team & recognize the toll this has taken on all of us & our families. I don't have the luxury of more time on the strike line. This may be as good as it gets. Let's read the agreement and consider getting back to work and making some $ again! That's my 2 cents worth, which would come in really handy right now!!!ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:18 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply RobSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:11 PM Go back in work to rule mode. Work this winter to recall every Liberal MLA. ThAt is the only way to apply pressure to these criminals. ReplyDelete Replies Kate RestonSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:03 PM Recall! Not sure who won the battle but the war is still onDelete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:14 AM Well said Kate... I agree 100%Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:20 PM I think say NO and a better deal will be done in less than 3 days. These guys are not criminals, they are lower than that. I bet they get a sick pleasure in hurting the kids and the teachers.Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:31 PM An official recall is in the works: https://www.facebook.com/groups/316129595235450/?fref=ts Please consider joining.Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:26 AM Leah - do you honestly think anyone who voted BC Liberal did so thinking that they would act any differently on the education file?Delete Reply JJSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:16 PM I am glad to see other members who share my views. I am outraged at a 1.2 percent "raise" in salary per year that doesn't even meet inflation of currently 2%. I feel used and abused.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:23 PM Not to mention all of the other pittance! I am actually surprised that Iker asked teachers to vote on this! Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:18 PM Hi Tara Thanks for the summary! Will we be able to vote NO to the deal, but vote YES to returning to work? Will there be three options when we vote Thursday? Why did the BCTF agree to a substandard deal for us? If we vote no to a deal that was recommended to us, the teachers look like the bad guys and public approval will plummet. I am very disappointed and frustratedReplyDelete Replies KataSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:12 AM Public approval will not necessarily plummet. I have seen strikes where the membership has voted against the executive's "best results to date", and ended up with a better offer. This offer is an insult. The $300 million will not bring funding to the national average (I believe). More importantly, the wage offer is half of the average wage increase for public and private workers (StatsCan). Delete Reply MontySeptember 16, 2014 at 10:19 PM Thank you, Tara. My thoughts too, more clearly expressed. As well, Thursday is too soon to vote, too soon to vote, too soon to vote........ReplyDelete Richard ChalkeSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:21 PM Vote no and lose every shred of public support...just sayin!ReplyDelete Replies UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:31 AM I am a member of the public and would support a "no" vote. js!.Delete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:01 AM Richard Chalke, NO you won't! I am a mother with 3 adopted special needs children who need to be in a class that is designed for them and others like them (my kids are academically slightly delayed but their issues are more social and behavioural) where they can receive the education they deserve taught in a way they can comprehend. I will speak now for all the parents I know, and we will support the teacher's if they continue to fight for our children's best interest.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:28 PM It might not be pretty at first, but once we explain things (and I hope the Mandarin-speaking teachers flood the Richmond organization that voiced their concerns), they will back us. The 3 billions that the judge came to is the first I hear about. This should be stated to every newsmedia comment section in the province. Minimize pickets and flood those outlets with commenters, just like the Liberals do. Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:45 PM I am a member of the public and a single Mother of a child in the public school system. You will NOT lose one bit of my support if you vote no. I know that you are sacrificing so that my child can have a better education, and I am most grateful for it. Having said that, I also know that you are exhausted and broke. I have been dreading that you may have to settle for less than what you (we) deserve because the government succeeded in breaking you. I am not in your shoes, so cannot judge. If the vote is a yes, I understand and I am still behind you. Delete Reply Alison RocheSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:25 PM It is a crap deal. It's always a crap deal. Once you raise the stakes to striking, anything else is a cave in. The last time we walked out was the 3 day illegal strike where I threw away 1200$ and got EXACTLY the same contract I had the year before. The BCTF called it a win because they didn't rip up MORE of my contract. Ridiculous. There are a few of us that believe that working to contract, doing 100% of your teaching job and nothing more (like paying for supplies out of your own pocket or EC) is the only way teachers will survive this government. What if they get re-elected again? Then what? Teachers have lost thousands to these clowns to make "statements" about the state of public education in this province. We can't keep sacrificing ourselves and our families. And in the meantime, you talk to parents about why you have to take this crappy road. Because up until this strike they mostly didn't care about the state of education, but god forbid you didn't run a Sports Day. Then suddenly they wanted to know what the hell was going on. Keep the conversation going in schools. Attend your PAC meetings and stop enabling this govt to underfund and overwork the system. And still get paid!ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:20 AM I am very excited at the prospect of returning to my beloved job on Friday. However I will NOT continue to put my personal money into my classroom and I will be seriously reconsidering my involvement in extra curriculars. I think we shoot ourselves in the foot with all the unpaid work we so willingly volunteer to do. Delete Reply FCSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:38 PM I heard a rumour last week from a loose lipped government insider that after the 22nd, depending on the outcome of the negotiations the Liberals were going to announce a 3 step process. I was not clear if this was based on 3 steps to resolve the strike (perhaps the 3rd step is legislation??) or 3 steps to overhaul the education system, either way, they will settle it outright. I wish you all luck and all the information that you need to make a sound decision of what you feel is best.ReplyDelete Replies Lisa BurrowsSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:53 PM I have heard similar rumours. On the 23rd, the gov. was planning on introducing a $6000 per year voucher system for 3 choices: an academic or trades program, or something called EducationCanada. Not clear whether their intention was to privatize the public system, de-certify teachers and hire them back under new wage/benefits. Not clear where these rumours originated from. Maybe fear tactics to get teachers to vote yes. In any event, I plan on voting yes. I signed up to be a teacher, not a martyr. This strike has cost us a lot. We need to regain our livelihood and hopefully continue the conversation about class composition. We have at least awakened many people to the issue, and the court case is still an avenue that could eventually improve teaching and learning conditions.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:33 PM I urge all teachers to fight and say NO to this deal. Retired teacher who had to retire because horrendous work conditions. Make me proud. They will not last long if you say NO! I know this is tough, but there is money and I hear that Van City does offer loan at low to 0 %. Banks do allow you to miss a mortgage payment. Go talki to your banker.Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM Will school districts require teachers to make up missed days, as suggested in the media? Will the school calendar be changing to make up for the missed three weeks and if so will we be made aware of those changes PRIOR to the vote? ReplyDelete KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:41 PM "Wages..... We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut." And that is the cost of going on strike!!! There is nothing that can be done about that. You cannot go on strike and put up the raise you want every week to compensate for your time on strike - it doesn't work that way.ReplyDelete Replies Drew StevensonSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:59 AM I believe the missing "..." Suggests that they meant to refer to the losses against inflation since the last wage step increase. Thus this contract does not allow us to recover the buying power lost to inflation since the last non contract or "0%" year. Add those up and compare against the proposed increase and you see that by the end of the contract, we won't be able to afford the same value of goods (loaves of bread, watts of energy, litres of gas) that we could at the end of the last contracts term. It was not a comment about wages that were lost in the strike. Those are really small potatoes when compared to the grinding power of inflation over years and years. The next contract will use this latest for a bench mark so these losses to inflation will grind at all teachers for as long as they teach. A death of a thousand cuts to our ability to afford basic goods and services. Any raise less than inflation is a cut to the value placed on us and on our ability to pay our bills. Delete Reply Ed SSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:09 PM Having lost $20,000 (including summer school wages) as the single income for a family of five is far too much; I will be voting YES to the deal, unless the independently wealthy teachers out there who wish to continue the strike will pay my bills and mortgage for me.ReplyDelete Replies Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:14 PM I feel ya. Yes for meDelete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:18 AM Ed S. With all due respect (and I mean that), how did you lose $20,000 in the strike? Teachers were out 2 weeks (all out) before they were supposed to be in June, and now 3 weeks for the start of school? It is my understanding that teachers don't get paid through the summer months. Please correct me if I'm wrong, wherever I'm wrong. Shouldn't you have been financially alright for the summer months at least? Also all teachers knew this strike had a possibility of extending into the new school year but no one teacher budgeted for this possibility? I'm truly just trying to get a clear picture of where this all stems. NO disrespect intended.Delete BlairSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:12 AM Kelly, not Ed but if you look at the numbers there was the 10% lockout haircut in May/June plus the loss of most of June and the loss of much of September. In our 1 teacher (1 non) household we calculated a $9 K - $10 K loss so far. If you add summer school earnings you can easily make the loss in the $20 k zone. As for budgeting, we budget for the summer, but did not expect the 10% haircut, nor the loss of June/Sept days which completely messed our budgeting calculations. A very good friend (single teaching mother) was crushed by the loss of the June income and is without a penny today.Delete Mr. SmoothSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:35 PM The only one who didn't get a haircut was Jim Iker... and he needs one more than anyone else. What's with that over-coiffed 70"s mullet Jim? Does wonders for the BCTF brand image!Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:55 PM Jim's hair is not open for discussion in a respectful space like this. As for his salary, he is a teacher who does not get paid when we are on strike.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:04 PM Totally agree!Delete Reply Mr. GSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:24 PM If I thought they could do any better I would agree with voting NO, but you have to be realistic. The BCTF does not use professionals to bargain and always ends up with much less than they promise the membership when asking for a strike vote. While this is not a great deal for teachers, I really think you're fooling yourself if you think it'll get any better.ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:02 AM BCTF needs to be replaced with younger more adept representatives and advocates. Also, we should be hiring professional contract negotiators - you don't go into battle with cut throat corporate types with a wooden knife. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:37 PM This is BAD deal! Say NO to it and show those (expletives) that we will not take it anymore! Come on! Show them that teachers have a spine! They will respect us, oddly!Delete Reply retaSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:51 PM I agree with Richard. Those in the public that are uniformed would be furious, and there are many teachers who just can't afford to use their wages as their voice any longer - too much has already been donated to the government. In my opinion, the deal is pretty lame. I am sitting on the fence.ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:24 AM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:26 AM So true!!! I cannot afford to fight this battle for public education any longer. Why is this my personal and professional obligation??? However I think this deal is weak weak weak. I also think its the best we are going to get. Ideologically I'm on the fence but my wallet will vote YES.Delete Reply SirThinksToo MuchSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:54 PM My wife and I will be voting "Yes" on Thursday for it is the middle path. The easy path would have been for us to go back to school with E-80 & E-81 over our heads. The difficult path would be for us to vote "No" and put our mortgage at risk and having to continue asking retired parents for handouts to feed a family with three kids. The middle path is the wisest choice for us considering the current political climate in which those who do not teach are the quickest to judge it harshly.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:41 PM I understand that this is really tough for you! I almost died teaching a few month ago. I had to quit. Please consider holding on and say no. Remember the short loss in salary will be offset in the LONG-RUn by better salary increase. This is a joke! They will be laughing at you even more if we accept this. This is a very bad deal! However, I do respect your position!Delete Reply DaleSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:16 AM Why would classroom conditions be better on October 9th after being legislated back? We have been outplayed because of our stubborn refusal to outdated, tired old tactics. It is because of these actions that have led us to this terrible deal. Time to reset, regroup and stock up for the long haul. Can't do it if half the members commit hara kiri on themselves. We are a union of professionals not a cult. ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:49 AM Could not agree more.Delete schreck!September 17, 2014 at 9:44 AM Could you please advise which tactics you believe could have been used to secure a superior deal?Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:47 AM Full disclosure: I'm a BC Liberal supporter. The only people who would benefit from a NO vote are the BC Liberals. Teachers would be bargaining with no leverage whatsoever and would be viewed by a large segment of the population as unreasonable. The BC Liberals then get portray themselves as the only party capable of dealing with the BCTF. schreck! says that the BCTF has the government on the ropes, but he couldn't be farther from the truth. The government wants people to view the BCTF as their primary opponent. Disputes like this just shore up the BC Liberal base and protect its right flank. Any half-baked recall campaign will only reinforce that. It's true teachers aren't going to recoup the lost wages from the strike. I would suggest to you that that means this job action was probably not in teachers' interests, especially without any sort of appreciable strike fund. This is the best deal teachers were ever going to get with this government and people should have been able to recognize that in June. If you want my advice (which you probably don't), it would be to spend the next 5 years building up a strike fund, electing better leaders, and hiring a professional negotiating team. Don't bring a knife to a gunfight and expect things to go well. Focus on getting the best deal you can from whoever the government is rather than trying to change the government, the HST, Kinder Morgan or a thousand different issues that distract from education and erode the union's finances further. You'd be doing yourself a favour, and probably doing the NDP a favour at the same time. Also, if schreck! is David Schreck, you can thank his opposition to STV for the last two BC Liberal majorities. I know I do.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:11 PM One step would be to stop making political contributions to the NDP. This only contributes to the childish animosity and lack of trust that has constantly characterized negotiations. How else can the Socreds/Liberals view teachers except as enemies when they so publicly support their opponents. This stupid confrontational immature approach has to STOP!!!!! Education should not be a political fight when it is so obviously a valuable benefit to our society. It was an NDP government that legislated teachers back to work in 1993. Stop making education a political fight.Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:10 PM I don't think they have to go that far. CUPE and the Nurses still contribute to the NDP yet they don't have the same acrimonious relationship. CUPE and the Nurses just make their members their priority, and broader advocacy second.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:55 PM Ryan (possibly a Liberal paid commenter), with all due respect, I disagree with you. The cumulative increase in lieu of this will be better. Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can. I say to Iker, ask for 6% over 3 years because these people love to play the 15% over 15 year game to make it so big on the surface. Some people think that this is 15% every year. Believe me! I have seen it in comment sections. Others believe that the 15% is too high not understanding that they must divide things over the duration of the contract. It is time that we play it smarter. It is time to put the foot down and ask for money given to us by other unions, if it is needed. Banks can accept one late mortgage payment. It would be suicidal for them to not help. Imagine the possible damage if that ever leaks out. They could lose a lot in teacher money. I for one would pull my money out of a bank in support! Teachers are going to show this government that we have a spine! Enough is enough! Aren't you tired of being treated like kids? (Retired teacher who almost died in a car accident because of work conditions that were horrendous. I had to quit.)Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 AM Not paid by the BC Liberals. I pay them actually... :/ I imagine astroturfers of any affiliation wouldn't disclose their bias. "Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can." How did that work in May 2013? If the teachers reject a contract that their own union endorsed, it will make teachers seem unreasonable. Whether that perception is true or fair is irrelevant. It's what will happen, and teachers will be weaker as a result. Take my advice. Build up a strike fund and focus on the internal governance of the BCTF for the next 6 years. You'll be better off for it. Or not. I don't mind you or others making it easier for the party I support to get elected. I'd just rather not see kids and teachers hurt in the process.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:37 AM Ah! The "don't-hurt-kids" card, hey, when you have underfunded education for 12 years! WOW! That takes the cake! Are your trolling? Oh! You are serious? :) Would you be surprised if I don't follow your advice, considering your lack of logic? Would you be surprised if others don't follow your advice? It is ttue that bullies like you and your ilks love to show who is the boss, who is the teacher now! I suspect that is at the root of the problem! No one wants to fail in school! No one wants to get the strap! Sad that today's teachers don't like it too! But, who cares, we are ... teachers! We deserve it! BAH! BAH! BAH!Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:22 PM That's fine. I look forward to another 16 years of BC Liberal government.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:41 PM 16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate! Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan! Sociopaths do that!Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 9:35 AM "16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate!" 16 years of our opponents still don't understand why they lost. Like I said, that's fine with me. If I said the Liberals would be in power for at least another 13 years back in 2004 you probably would have laughed too. Heck, if I told you on May 13 last year that the BC Liberals would be reelected on May 14 you'd probably have laughed too. And you were wrong. Why is that? Answer that question if you want the NDP to win the next election. Without a correct answer to it, the NDP's cause is hopeless. "Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan!" You feel they are flawed, and that's fine. I don't go around calling people who disagree with me sociopaths, nor do I accuse them of being paid shills. But I also don't feel much need to address your ad hominems. There are logical arguments to support your position, but argumentum ad hominem is not one of them. It's a textbook logical fallacy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 1:15 PM Ah! Now I get it! It is all ego-based! You think because you voted the winning party that you are a winner and we are losers! You think because you predicted that the Liberals would win, you are winner. That does not make YOU a winner or the Liberals! It is called DEMOGRAPHICS, you expletives. The baby boomers are getting old and because they have more assets and won't make a whole lot more for too long, they need to vote a govn't who is going to do just that! It is not rocket science! WOW! You think you are so superior when your party stole an election with 47% of the popular vote. That's not a majority and your party should not have been elected. BTW, did you delete from your ethical memory the words Ethnic voting scandal? The field is slanted and you know it. However, you are so willing to minimize, forget the scams and bad fairplay tactics like a sociopath is allowed to minimize or ignore his or victims emotions that you don't see that you are the loser, we are the victim of your constant bullying. 1% wage increases after years of 0% increases and you can justify that when Yahoo reports that the average Canadian can hope to get 2.5% this and next year: https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html You Liberals behave like fascists, but we can't call you that because that's not allowed! Well! Guess what? It is and you are. Live with it! You keep on dreaming you are a genius! :) I am retired, getting soon a nice pension, and laughing at you from a beach somewhere! AHAHA! Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 2:14 PM What's with the name calling Peter? For someone claiming to be retired you really don't show the wisdom of age. For someone who talks about logic, you use logical fallacies like ad hominems a lot too. It's a fair point that the BC Liberals didn't get a majority of the vote (and I'm a very big supporter of electoral reform). The BC Liberals + Conservatives did though, and I don't think it's realistic to expect the BC Conservatives to have been more generous had they been part of government. Last time I checked I just voted. I didn't "victimize" anyone. Perhaps your rage is misplaced. If you think the election was "stolen" I'm afraid I have to question your grasp on reality though. "Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?" I'm glad you'll have a pleasant retirement Peter. I have no ill will towards you. I'm not sure why you think I do. I'm not saying people were *right* to vote BC Liberal. That's a matter of opinion. All I'm saying is people *did* vote BC Liberal. More voted BC Liberal than BC NDP for the last 5 elections in a row actually. You need to understand why that happened in order to change it for the next election. Clearly you're not interested in that though. Which is fair enough. Just remember next time you're upset about something the BC Liberals do that your lack of interest is part of why the BC Liberals get elected at all.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 3:23 PM I love your culture --or the lack of thereof! Guess what, stop thinking averybody is white and must follow your little rules. Namecalling? Sociopath? Whaaaat? And, what if you are? Still can't call you that? :) You fascist right-wingers are big on censorship! I just don't like you giving us lessons on how to get the NDP in. As stated, people are voting right of the NDP because it is a matter of demographics and a little ethnic vote buying on the side. The rest is mumbo jombo. Yes, of course, they will have to go on strike in the future and yes they will have to build a strike fund. The Liberals stole that from the BCTF too! And, you wonder why I don't have any respect for them? Yes, electoral reform is needed! We agree!Delete Reply JJ GeorgeSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:46 AM As a parent, I support the teachers and respect whether they choose to vote yes or no. However I noticed a discrepancy here from other information I've read regarding prep time for elementary teachers. Here it states minimal improvement to prep time - only 10 minutes per week being added. Elsewhere I read that it is 100 minutes per week for prep, increasing by an additional 10 minutes in the final year. That is a significant difference, and worth noting. Or have I completely misunderstood?ReplyDelete Replies Anne-MarieSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:59 AM Elementary teachers currently have 90 minutes of preparation time per week so an increase to 100 minutes per week is only gaining 10 minutes. In other provinces and some private schools they have as much as 45 minutes of prep time per day.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:56 PM Thank you for inquiring!Delete DW ZSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:57 PM You're right JJ George. There is a significant difference around the province regarding preparation times. In my district elementary teachers currently get 100 minutes of prep time. This new proposal is useless to me. I'll have to wait 6 years to gain an extra 10 minutes. Delete Reply UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:11 AM Almost nobody gets cost of living adjustments. Also inflation is NOT 2%. Do some research and look at the CPI for BC over the last 24 months. The average over the last 2 years is 0.7%, not 2%. The CPI changes every month so you cant just look at the highest month and declare that THE inflation rate. Check out the 12 month averages document for the actual numbers. http://www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/StatisticsBySubject/Economy/ConsumerPriceIndex.aspx All that being said I support the teachers. if you think this is a bad deal as a parent my dream would be for the teachers to vote no but continue bargaining because I do think the kids need to be in school and I do fear that the teachers will lose all support if the strike continues. All I ask as a parent is that you do your own research and try not to be swayed by all the opinions. ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:01 AM Inflation for August was 2.1% (http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/economy/cpi-report-expected-to-reveal-rise-in-canadas-core-inflation-rate/article20593943/). The CPI is a year-over-year calculation.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:43 AM Inflation should be looked at as a yearly average, not an individual month.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:34 PM The lawyers do not believe we have compromised our court deal. Our leadership would not have sold us out. We dodged a bullet. The Premier had something loaded even if we are not sure what it was. The idea that we could simply return to work is not guaranteed. I think a no vote could easily lead to the Liberals locking us out again because the Premier wants to crush us and she will use any excuse. She did not want to take the advice of her people and do this deal. I am certain a plan for drastic action (where we have to take the concessions they had planned) or worse - was in place. We can't guarantee the press will do any better job explaining the complexities should we say no. They rarely sided with us in markets outside of Vancouver where people are more political and they often misled or allowed others to mislead. They are not helping and would sensationalize. This would see dissolution of support very quickly - especially if we asked for wages. (Though admittedly it angers me that we can't ask for wages without being accused of being greedy when that is what most bargaining units do). But we have argued this is about kids and while this is not ideal - it is better to have teachers than not. The deal does suck in that it does not bring us to par - but this fight needs to be won with a strategy that is political and capacity will do that in another round. We have some support - but it is limited to the choir. We need to have the pews too. We need to build that capacity while working and continue to find allies because the fight is bigger than most people want to consider. This is about ideology and about privatization. Education always was political but never more so than now and we have to fight this party or the conservatives who would do the same or worse. No teacher who is responsible can ignore the politics any longer. That is simply the truth. If you work in the system you better get informed and you better be prepared to fight until retirement for the system. That said, I want to ask the same question others are asking: Why is this the job of 42,000 teachers and not the job of all citizens who want equality to fight for this right? It is time (while the conversation is still on-going and up to and including election night) for us to guide the public where we can but mainly play our part by not propping the system up. Make poverty known. Make noise about shortfalls, ask questions (in the media or in board offices ) about who is going to fix it instead of paying ourselves, volunteer some but wait for the pubic to step up so they see what schools lack. I hate the deal too. But I trust Vince Ready and Iker and I don't think we could have done better right now. I think we dodged a bullet because I have read everything this government has put out and followed the trail. They plan to privatize and they are just looking for the route. Voting YES for now does not mean we are giving up. It does not mean a win in the way we wanted but we have won a battle that will lead to us winning the war. If we don't rest up and stock up we might not get there.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:57 PM Well, if it is bigger than just this battle, then we will need ALL the unions to strike if they do indeed use drastic (draconian) measures. I say it is time for ALL of the unions to call a general strike. I guarantee that they will not like that one bit. What will they do then? Call the army? :) People in Europe, at the end of the 19th century stood up in mines. General strikes do occur in Europe and have. If you think you had it tough, think of them who stood tall for US in tougher times and conditions. Make sacrifices. Sell furniture. Tutor on the side. Ask for the BCTF money. Ask your banker to help. As friends and relatives. If we say NO, it won't last long. If they legislate us back, let's call a general province-wide strike of all unions. Delete Reply Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:47 AM Between CC's smug smile as she celebrates slaughtered teachers and Jim Iker's goofy grin - seemingly unaware that he has been a willing puppet, I am thoroughly disgusted. Over the next 5 years, teachers will be in an increasingly bad situation financially, classrooms will continue to be too large and complex with increasing medical, social and environmental issues impacting academic delivery. It could not be less obvious that things will continue to worsen. The Liberals have ensured that BC is rapidly becoming the Canadian Monaco for rich off shore interests and wealthy corporations. Soon the underpaid "workers" will have to be bussed in daily to Vancouver - Asian style. The only recourse is to move to just about any other province and bring in up to $100,000 more over the six years with much less cost of living. So we are bailing, encouraged by friends who have gotten positions in Manitoba and Alberta. My colleagues and I discovered through contacting several school boards across Canada that specialist (special needs and behavioural) and secondary science teachers are in particular demand. I want to work in a professional, respectful environment where the needs of all children are considered a priority and where I feel inspired to do my best. However, I want my vote to reflect the wishes of teachers who will be here over the next 6 (5) years, so very much appreciate your blog and opportunity to read the comments.ReplyDelete Bert SlaterSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:11 AM To vote YES will throw away 12 years of effort, and 2 victories in BC Supreme Court. To vote YES will be to snatch defeat from the jaws of victory. If you vote YES what bargaining power do you think you will have - the government will do nothing, and then what do you think you will do - take job action? PLEASE VOTE NO.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:59 PM Time to show you have a spine!Delete Reply RodSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:06 AM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Cool HandSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 AM Wouldn't a 'No' vote be a vote of no confidence in the BCTF itself?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:02 AM Not at all. It is just a message to the leadership we need to do better. The strength of the union is the members, and we support the leadership by giving them direction through democratic means.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:40 PM I disagree. How else can a recommendation by the EC to vote yes be interpreted? Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:00 PM I am sure people will interpret this both ways, but it is a vote. If it is supposed to be a "Yes", because it might be interpreted one way, then why bother having a vote?Delete Kate TSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:07 AM Yes , it would be. I don't think we could come out much better than this with this government. How will a No obtain that? Christy will be happy, she can declare the BCTF gone and roll out her plan to privatize. Delete Reply David DeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:06 AM A no vote would be a rejection of a the court victories defied by the government and an inadequate deal containing some vague promises that won't meet the needs of teachers or students on class size and other important issues.In Ontario elementary teachers get 200 minutes of prep time per 5 day cycle. I know there is financial hardship, but the union has received close to $2 million in donations from other unions; is there no way of accessing hardship funds? At minimum, vote no and return to work on work to rule with various strike options.ReplyDelete Erica JonesSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:25 AM This article actually makes me so mad. It is NOT better for the kids that they have missed almost all of june and all of september. This is what you signed up for in BC as a teacher. Get on board or GET OUT.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:20 PM Is this really what teachers signed up for? At my high school, each class has about 30 kids, with an average of 17 kids per classroom with an identified learning disability. Our district says that there should be no more than 4 kids per classroom.. How do you expect non-specialist teachers to help each student when over half of them require more resources because of a learning disability? Furthermore, are you generalizing the "better-ness" to all the kids in BC? Because I don't think that it would be better if kids went back considering the learning environment isn't up to par. There are barely any Education Assistants, and support teachers for the multitude of children who need them. While I recognize and appreciate your enthusiasm for education, please realize that the public school system isn't a daycare. Also, please think about your words and the learning environment prior to speaking out. By the way, we're not an autocracy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:08 PM I can understand your frustration! Understand mine! I almost died at 7:30 pm one night returning from teaching a FI split class with several students who did not get enough support or no support at all. The principal expressed to me that he expected me to teach 2 different social studies programs and 2 different science programs. ANYONE I talked to knows that this is impossible to do, especially in French Immersion when kids get no support at home and books are often too hard for students to read. I had to quit my job. I did it for me and did it for the kids. I was like a surgeon who is asked to operate on 5 patients with an old scalpel with 2 inexperienced nurses. Predictably, 4 patients would die and I would be reprimanded! Teachers are put in terrible conditions and kids too. I hope you have the openmind to consider the reality of this honest personal anecdote. I also wish you to understand that this is likely not an isolated incident. What will it take? A kid to commit suicide because he or she is not getitng enough support?Delete Reply hilarySeptember 17, 2014 at 10:29 AM It is incorrect to equate lost funding with what the teachers would have received in grievances. The two are not equivalent. The starting position of the BCTF was $225M, so they never expected $3B to resolve grievances. I'm also interested to know where you get your figures on overcrowded classrooms. A recent Globe and Mail article says that classrooms are, on average, smaller than the caps set in 2002.ReplyDelete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:36 AM The signing bonus should be roughly $2500 each: 105 million divided by 41 thousand.ReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:53 AM It is not that simple. The $105 million is to be allocated by the union. The term "signing bonus" has been crossed off on the signed document. Some of that money may be used to pay union debts. Don't know this but clarification would be useful.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:16 PM Just quoting from the CBC news website, "And finally there are details of $105-million fund to settle grievances stemming from the ongoing court case. The BCTF says that money will be given out as a signing bonus, with specific amount yet to be determined."Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:34 AM I think it would be smart to put at least part of it into your strike fund.Delete Reply WheelsSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:55 AM If the money is used as a signing bonus, it should be based on FTEReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:12 PM Yes I am sure it will be based on FTE. The question is how much of the $105 Million is actually distributed. This is up to the union, and I am told that it is yet to be decided.Delete GuruSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:44 PM And don't forget all the retired teachers who are entitled to a share of it.Delete Reply Geoff OrmeSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:18 PM In another discussion of this someone suggested that under BC Labour Law a no vote means rejection of the proposed deal, and that means the strike continues until either: - the union in question elects to stand down - another tentative deal is presented or - the government imposes a legislated contract. I think the last of these is the most likely, and I believe the legislated contract would be draconian and brutal. What do you think, Tara? Also, I would appreciate your thoughts on Sandy Garossino's comments at https://storify.com/Garossino/should-teachers-accept-the-contractReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:14 PM If this is so, in a few month (likely a couple of years), teachers will win so much more with a Supreme Court judgment! It is possible that the Liberals know that the higher courts are stacked by Liberal judges (that is what happen when judges are chosen, not elected). In any case, a negative settlement (or not a great judgment) will galvinize the public to reform the way the Supreme court judges are being chosen. I doubt that any govn't will want that to happen. A legislated contract will make the LIbs look like sociopaths and dictators.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:47 PM Peter I think you are expecting far too much from the public, many of whom are only paying attention to this matter due to kids being home from school. The public are not remotely this savvy on the political process.Delete Reply IslanderSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:09 PM I am a continuing education teacher. We have it even worse and we are not listened to enough about our poor conditions. Those include no prep time (and we do have to mark and do report cards many times a year sometimes and commonly for 30 students in a class), travelling to different schools with no compensation, and having next to no breaks in between 3 hour classes. I worked for two years with no lunch break and taught 6 hours straight (just 15 min. breaks) to be told, "don't complain since there are others who will do it". We then got 15 min. breaks in between classes. Most of our students are wealthy immigrants, many who try to stay in classes as long as possible since the classes are free. After spending a year in Germany, I realize how better organized it is where the immigrants pay to learn the language on a sliding scale, and have to pay for a student book as well for each class. We do not even have text books, but photocopy so much at tax payers' expense. This is not right. I then teach summer school since we were not on a 12 month continual salary and most of those students are also immigrants (at least 75%). This is also free and it is becoming so common and the new immigrants know this is free babysitting and tutoring. I think one main problem is that we have so many new immigrants in our classes who need ESL like this article states about our inclusion style of education nowadays: http://www.vancouversun.com/life/Shelley+Fralic+trouble+with+schools/10203596/story.html I am honored to be teaching and like my job, but it does get exhausting especially since I need two or three jobs to pay the mortgage that I now no longer have.. back to renting since it all I can afford in this city that has become so expensive. And many don't realize that it is very very difficult to get to full time work as a teacher here. There was a formula that made it take about 10 years to get to f/t (now finally changed). I have been without pay for 3 months, and now had to finally rent a place in anticipation of returning to work, so I have to vote "yes", but please keep the comments coming for what alternatives we have. Maybe we have to just educate the public in a better way than picketing; maybe get out and walk around malls and talk to people and hand out pamphlets on how this liberal government is hurting this. Most Asians (probably just the new who are from such a different system) are already against the teachers since they do not seem to understand what is going on. http://www.vancouversun.com/Business/asia-pacific/Chuck+Chiang+Many+Asian+families+place+blame/10202757/story.htmlReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:17 PM First of all, myn thoughts are with you! I think your ideas about using different strategies is smart. Picketing is not a very good strategy to let people know about things. I think using the membership to flood media comment sections would be more effective. Going to talk to the public might be a good idea along with this, I think. Phone the BCTF and ask for support.Delete Reply Marsha HolleySeptember 17, 2014 at 1:36 PM A teachers wife Vote no you have come to far to back down. It is a -----Y DEAL. ReplyDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:45 PM Ask yourself WHY teachers cannot get 1/2 of the average increase in salary of the private sector? (The Libs will tell you because there are sooooooo many teachers, but I also hear that there are provinces where there is a need for teachers!) TORONTO - A new study says that Canadians, on average, can expect about the same size salary increase next year as in 2014. Human resources consultants Pal Benefits says a survey of 401 organizations, mainly in Ontario, Alberta and British Columbia, projected salary increase for 2015 at an average of 2.79 per cent. That was almost unchanged from the 2.74 per cent average increase projected in last year's survey. Meanwhile, in addition to the average salary increase remaining relatively steady year over year, the survey found that the percentage of employers who plan to freeze salaries appears to have stabilized at eight per cent —in the same percentages as was projected in 2014. Breaking down the numbers further, the survey found the average salary increase anticipated in the engineering, financial services and high technology sectors was three per cent. That compared with an average of 2.5 per cent on the low end for organizations in durable manufacturing. https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.htmlReplyDelete "Mama Rose"September 17, 2014 at 9:12 PM I used to agree with you, Tara, and appreciate you bringing these items to your blog to get us all thinking. But after a very long night and day of research and discussion, I realize I will be voting yes tomorrow. Here is why: I don't care about salary or benefit increases. That is not why I went on strike. I don't care if this tentative deal is not good for teachers. That's not why I went on strike either. For me, the single most important issue is class size and composition. I want to work in a classroom where I have enough time and resources available to me to adequately help all the students I teach. And while it is true that this tentative deal will not change anything in the classrooms right now (or at least most of our classrooms), I realized that we couldn't actually make changes in that area because the issues of cs and c is before the courts. When I made that connection and realized that this round of bargaining was really about a "good enough" agreement regarding wages, then the deal seems, well... good enough. BUT, the best part, is the language the BCTF legal team made around the furture court decision (the re-opener). They have it in writing that if we win the court case (which is likely) and when we have to start bargaining class size and comp again (that is exactly what Justice Susan Griffin said we would have to do) we will be STARTING from the 2002 levels. To make this simple to understand, I explained it to my friends using a number line. With this new language, the BCTF starts the next round of bargaining at say a 50. The government will want us to go to 10 or 15, and we'll compromise and end up maybe 25. But WITHOUT that language, we would have started bargaining at a 10 and only gone down from there. So I do believe it is the best deal possible, it still factors in the biggest issue (from my perspective), we do not lose the important gains of the past, and most importantly, everyone gets to go back to school.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 PM Mam Rose, I appreciate your point of view and your courage. However, let me point out to you and the readers that a decision at the BC supreme court might not turn out the way teachers anticipate. We all know that judges are appointed and who does the appointing? "All justices of the BCSC (including the position of Chief Justice and Associate Chief Justice) are appointed by the federal cabinet, on recommendation of the Minister of Justice. Masters are appointed by the provincial cabinet, on recommendation of the Attorney General in consultation with the Chief Justice." (Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Supreme_Court_of_British_Columbia) Now, I would like to think that all of those people are objective, but they are appointed and we know that there are political appointments. They have a lot of discretion over the laws and judgments. I am willing to bet that the BC Liberals do know this and are betitng the farm (or do they know something we don't know) that the Supreme Courts are stacked against teachers? So, I am not sure if we can count on a WIN if we proceed with the court ruling. I think we would be better to negotiate and negotiate a better deal.Delete Reply retaSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:57 AM Yes...no...yes...no...The last two days have been this. I’ve read so many articles and comments over the past few months and, I can say, I have learned a lot. I know this is not a great deal for teachers right now. I will be voting yes. This is why… 1. The children. Without going into the multiple issues (e.g., grad, post secondary, trades, sports, global education/trips, planned activities, those with varying degrees of special needs, those that need a soft place to land, etc., etc.) the children need to get on with their education. 2. The parents. For many parents, this strike is a financial burden. We do not like to be called baby sitters, but for many living below the poverty line, school is a financial relief. Winter is coming; gas bills will be expensive. 3. Poverty. Remember, BC has the highest child poverty rate in Canada. Schools feed and clothe numerous children. 4. The other systems educators work collaboratively with. MFCD, CYMH, foster parents, group homes, and the multitude of non-profit agencies that support vulnerable children and families are bursting at the seams. We are a part of that team. 5. CUPE. While some have been paid during this strike, that money is coming from districts. It was not provided by the government. And, CUPE is a partner in education - from the bus drivers to the tech dept to custodians to secretaries to EAs and so on. 6. Small Businesses. In our little towns, the school district is the number one employer. There is a direct cause-effect relationship between loss of wage and loss of business. 7. Money. The amount of money that is needed to reverse the erosion of the public education system over numerous years cannot be recouped in one sitting. This agreement is a start. It’s not much but the stage has been set. 8. THE COURT CASE. That is why we were on strike. All the other stuff could have been resolved months ago, but our government was working hard to make the court case go away. Well, it still exists. I consider that the victory. We live to fight another day (as rhetorical as that sounds) AND I hope people actually read the ruling and think critically about how a loss could impact the future of the Charter of Rights, and the power of government to contravene those rights. I am guessing we will vote to ratify as so many fear “what’s next?” from this government. It’s nasty business, and I think legislation would be next. VALUING PUBLIC EDUCATION needs to come from a STRONG, CONSISTENT public voice. If we do ratify the agreement, and those in the profession and public think we've given up, we have not. We’ve been fighting for years. We just haven’t been heard… until now. ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:21 AM I understand your point of view, but sometimes you have to fight to get what you want. This is a VERY bad deal, considering: Other people get on average 2.5% salary increases last year and this year and the next and the rest of us get 1% and must feel happy if we do.? (https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html) THIS DEAL is a horrendously BAD deal for kids/parents as well, of course. We are going to continue to be humiliated and be the laughing stock of many people of this province. After a decade of paycuts, WOW, this is what they are willing to offer! WOW! WOW! WOW!Delete Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:30 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Reply Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:37 PM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:08 PM Let's cross our fingers! I think we need a general strike by all unions if CC legislates teachers back. It is time to put the foot down and tell her and the Liberals that, as in the movie Network,"I am mad as hell and I won't take it anymore!"Delete Reply Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 8:26 PM Needs help on some stats for an online debate Looking for the last 10 or 15 years of contractual salary increases in %. So, 1% for 2001, 0% for 2002,...ReplyDelete Children FirstSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:00 PM Well it's all done now. Really hope the teacher's can find another angle to deal with class size and composition as well as student funding. The government will make sure the coming court case never swings your way no matter what. 2nd most expensive place to live in the the world!!! Wonder why and where the money goes??? ReplyDelete AnonSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 PM I'm an outsider, but have followed closely this whole fiasco and this is a RAW deal. Your union hung you out to dry on this one - taking a really bad deal (clearly no one from the BCTF had rudimentary math skills in their toolbox) and then publicly encouraging to the media that teachers accept the deal....what choice did you have - a no vote would have outraged the public. I could go on and on, but the bottom line, in my opinion, is that your union better get some stronger leaders who are PR and technology savvy. Out with Iker and the rest of those who bargained on your behalf - they just got ......well , we know that happened. Whew, can't even believe how screwed you got, absolutely amazing - nothing meaningful gained in the big picture and only very minor gains for a small group of people, bigger losses for the majority.. Wow - I better stop now. Best of luck. Thanks for all you do for our children. ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ▼  September (9) Reflections on the BC Teacher Strike BC Teacher strike - Lessons learned Response to Sandy Garossino Will the Education Fund improve classroom conditio... Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Class composition: a human rights perspective Class size and composition - a short visual histor... Guest post - I WILL HOLD THE LINE Teachers - let your leadership know it is time to ... ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2013/11/is-education-key-to-middle-class-life.html?showComment0751384053118241,Staffroom Confidential: Is education the key to a middle class life? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Wednesday, November 6, 2013 Is education the key to a middle class life? It is repeated so often in the media, you would think it is true: education is the key to social mobility...to a good job with decent pay and benefits, and all that goes with it. If only it were so. Education has never been a guarantee of social mobility. Yes, there have been periods of time when large numbers of workers were needed in new industries, some requiring new education and training. But it is the jobs that come first, and the education systems plays catch up. Mass industrialization and the move from the farm into industry, services and office jobs necessitated high levels of literacy to provide a viable workforce. Hence the "compulsory" nature of common schools in the latter 19th and early 20th century. When the US and other western nations sought to win the space race and scientific advancement in the post-war period,  the education system was expanded to include mandatory, free secondary level schooling along with highly subsidized university programs. To suggest that more education, in and of itself, leads to better employment is just a logical falsity. Today's deeply indebted graduates are tragically the living proof. The cliche of the PHD grad serving coffee rings true for a reason - it is. Statistics Canada has confirmed this - more than a quarter of all newly created jobs in 2011 and 2012 were in accommodations and food. That education systems actually reinforce class stratification has been extensively studied. Bowles & Gintis (link) produced a landmark analysis in the 1970's of the US education system confirming this. So why is this myth perpetuated, and what should we do about it? Belief in social mobility is one of the key tenets of capitalist liberal democracy. If an individual has the opportunity to work hard, become educated, and thereby improve their lot in life, then the system treats people fairly, so the argument goes. If a particular person doesn't, it is their own fault, not the fault of the system. This reasoning creates an "escape valve" for the anger and frustration of those living in poverty. Just pull up your boots, work harder and get more educated, and life will get better. It also acts to create a scapegoat for others to rationalize why inequality is ok - those people at the bottom don't work hard enough or don't have the skills/knowledge to be valuable contributors. On a more day to day level, for-profit education service providers benefit from more clients. This includes for-profit post-secondary institutions, but also the legion of private sector services like tutoring companies. Banks benefit from the interest paid from massive student loans. Governments can justify the redirection of education resources to those areas of the education system deemed "necessary" for certain jobs (think: skills training), and away from others. Think about all the humanities departments disappearing from universities. Those of us working in an underfunded, increasingly privatized education system can often fall into repeating this myth. It is all too easy and I know I'm guilty myself. But as the necessity of questioning the mass inequality in society increases, we need to be careful that we promote education for the right reasons, rather than perpetuate myths that serve other interests. Education is of tremendous value and everyone who wants to study and learn should be able to. But not because it gets you a good job, but because it enriches us as individuals and as a society. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 2:45 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 1 comment: Peter D. MareNovember 9, 2013 at 7:11 PM "If an individual has the opportunity to work hard, become educated, and thereby improve their lot in life, then the system treats people fairly, so the argument goes."And, this is precisely why we should reform a flawed English spelling system which is a burden on learners, delaying learning because it is making reading excrutiatingly difficult and forcing ridiculous ways to help learners memorize those 60% of words that are misspelled. It is also burdensome for teachers who need to find somehow clever ways to make reading material palatable and find all kinds of ways to adapt it, dealing with too many students who are struggling and frustrated readers. Finally, it is very costly as extra teachers are needed. Kids want to learn. Teachers want to teach. But, not if the system is flawed.ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ▼  2013 (14) ▼  November (1) Is education the key to a middle class life? ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NoteFromTeachers.aspx?id=23962,BCTF > A note from your teachers #1, September 28, 2011  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development A note from your teachers archive 2012 2011  2009  2008  2007    Home > Publications > Newsletters and Alerts > A Note from Your Teachers A note from your teachers A report from the BCTF to the Members of the legislative assembly    September 28, 2011 Number 1  PDF format  For every teacher the school year begins with getting to know every child in the class, their strengths and their challenges. Next we work on figuring out what each student needs, to learn to their fullest potential. Then comes the greatest challenge: how can we meet these needs? For the past several years, actually being able to meet the needs of our students has become more and more difficult. When we look at the classroom conditions that other provinces offer to their students and teachers, we see that British Columbia is simply not keeping up with the educational commitment that is standard elsewhere in the country. How can we keep our leading position internationally when we rank near the bottom in terms of expenditures by provincial governments on K–12 education? That is the message we were asking the government and our employers to listen to when we started this school year with a difference. We are offering what we can for our students, despite the difficult current conditions, but we are also sending a message that things have to improve. Here is why: More and more students have special needs—those who are officially documented and many more who are not identified formally. More and more students are English language learners. More and more changes in our culture, society, and economy mean that teaching and learning is a more complex and constantly changing process. You can see it in the statistics, but most of all, we see it in our classrooms, with the students we teach and come to care about in our daily working lives. We want and need more resources to offer the best we can. And we also want to influence the conditions of our work with students. It is recognition of the Charter right of freedom of association through collective bargaining that provides that influence. Madam Justice Griffin of the BC Supreme Court, in her decision on Bills 27 and 28, said that arbitrary legislation, rather than good faith collective bargaining, was seen by teachers as a message that “the government did not respect them or consider them to be valued contributors to the education system.”   Being at the bottom of the expenditures chart inevitably creates more difficult teaching conditions, as shown by this comparison of the student/educator ratio in BC compared to Canada as a whole.   Low levels of funding and fewer teachers create the conditions that make it increasingly difficult to meet the needs of children and youth. The number of classes with four or more students with special needs has increased to 12,240 across BC. Libraries are being closed altogether or run without teacher-librarians, despite clear evidence that they play a crucial role in the development of literacy. Counselling services have been reduced, despite increasing stress among students growing up in our fast-paced society. English as an additional language and special needs experts have been cut, despite an increase in students identified as needing assistance. So that’s the reality in BC schools. We want to do an excellent job in our classrooms. We believe that our students, their parents, and our communities deserve a top quality education. The international comparisons indicate that ours is among the best. Otherwise, why would so many people from other countries send their children, at great expense, to come and study in our elementary and secondary schools? But, now teachers are stretched to, and beyond, the limit. Teachers are committed to providing the very best public education possible, but we need sufficient learning resources and good classroom conditions to accomplish our best. We also need recognition as professionals who are partners in setting those conditions through the collective bargaining system. The BCTF Education Funding Brief 2011 can be found on the BCTF website at: http://tinyurl.com/3e9qokr.   About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140924,www.huffingtonpost.ca,http://www.huffingtonpost.ca/ashley-mackenzie/bc-teacher-classrooms_b_5858814.html,I Refuse To Stop Spending My Own Money On My Classroom | Ashley D. MacKenzie View mobile site September 24, 2014 Huffpost Canada British Columbia ca Edition: ca Show/Hide Brasil BR Canada CA Deutschland DE España ES France FR Italia IT 日本 (Japan) JP 한국 (Korea) KR Maghreb MG United Kingdom UK United States US Region: BC Show/Hide All Canada Alberta British Columbia Québec (en français) Follow Newsletters Get Canada British ColumbiaNewsletters Email address Enter Email Address Huffington Post Search Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search iOS app Android app More Log in Create Account Notifications 0 $USERNAME Profile Settings Logout FRONT PAGE Politics Trudeau To Boycott Sun News After Host Calls Father A 'Slut' 707 Meet Canada's Youngest Premier-Elect 60 Rob Ford Leaves Hospital 0 'So Nice Of Him To Show Up' 0 WATCH: Tory MP Ignores Questions About Iraq. Talks About Israel Instead 0 Go to Politics More in Politics The Pulse Stephen Harper You Might Also Like US Politics UK Politics Business Netflix Says 'No' To CRTC Demand 34 Loonie Headed Below 85 Cents: CIBC 18 BlackBerry Undercuts Apple, Samsung With New Phone 9 8 Things You Need To Know From Canada's Big Bank Economists 9 Julian Assange Praises Canada 31 Go to Business More in Business Small Business Money You Might Also Like Tech TechCrunch Autoblog WorldPost This Is How ISIS Makes $3 Million A Day 165 Islamic Militants Parade Captured Iraqi Soldiers 14 Israeli Military Shoots Down Syrian Warplane 239 Watch This Bicyclist Cheat Death Twice 45 Wife Of ISIS Hostage Receives Recording Of Husband Pleading For His Life 0 Go to WorldPost More in WorldPost Foreign Affairs World Elections Arab Uprising Afghanistan War Syria Crisis You Might Also Like Travel Impact Living 25 Seriously Delicious Places To Eat In London, Ont. 9 20 Perfect Halloween Costume Ideas For Two 0 Toronto Man's Incredible 215-Pound Weight Loss Story 2 ► This Man Has Up To 100 Orgasms A Day 0 How Do You Wish Someone A Happy Rosh Hashanah? 2 Go to Living You Might Also Like Healthy Living Food Recipes Divorce Women Parentdish Green Post50 Weddings Style LOOK: This $30 Wedding Dress Is Gorgeous 4 The Kim Kardashian Pics We Should Be Looking At 0 Elisha Cuthbert's Hair Never Changes 3 The Best Fall Loafers 0 15 Stylish Fall Jackets For Women 0 Go to Style More in Style Beauty Fashion Celeb Style Entertaining and Etiquette Stylelist Canada Wedding Style Home Style You Might Also Like Style (U.S.) Weddings Stylelist Canada Entertainment Katherine Heigl Parties In A Bikini Because Summer Isn't Over Yet 18 Jennifer Lopez Takes The Stage In A Sheer Bodysuit 233 Kris And Bruce Jenner Finally File For Divorce 155 'Modern Family' Star Says She Was The Victim Of Domestic Assault 0 Aaron Carter Responds To Hilary Duff's Comments About Love 32 Go to Entertainment You Might Also Like Music Celebrity TV Moviefone Arts This Is The Last Generation Of Scarification In Africa 10 How David Bowie Turned Identity Into An Art 12 Spectacular Black-And-White Portraits Shed Light On Bangladesh's Third Gender 2 Everything You Need To Know About The Story Behind Tim Burton's 'Big Eyes' 1 Meet Female Photographers Changing The Way Women Are Portrayed 0 Go to Arts You Might Also Like Books Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Religion Alberta LOOK: Suburban Home Becomes Tim Hortons Overnight 8 Mayerthorpe Convict Granted Day Parole 0 LOOK: Calgary Homes The Average Buyer Can Afford 3 Take A Tour Of Calgary's New Central Public Library 0 Hospital ER Reopens After Ebola Ruled Out 0 Go to Alberta More in Alberta Alberta Politics Alberta Business Alison Redford Calgary Edmonton British Columbia It's Time For B.C. Teachers To Stop Lying To Parents 25 LOOK: B.C. Killer Whales From A Whole New Angle 3 LOOK: Dreamy B.C. Farmhouse For Sale 2 Convicted Rapist Charged In B.C. Teen's Killing 15 Mall's New Play Area Has iPads. Just iPads. 0 Go to British Columbia More in British Columbia B.C. Politics B.C. Business Christy Clark Vancouver All Sections News Canada Politics Canada Business US Politics US Business World Media Sports Education Crime Weird News Good News Daily Finance Entertainment Entertainment Music TV Celebrity Comedy Arts Books Moviefone Life & Style Living Style Home Healthy Living Taste Weddings Travel Parents Divorce HuffPost 50 Marlo Thomas OWN Tech & Science Tech Science Green TEDWeekends Techcrunch Engadget TUAW Joystiq Voices Impact Women Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Religion College Teen Local Quebec (French) Calgary Montreal Ottawa Toronto Vancouver Winnipeg Mapquest Patch.com Our Mobile Apps: iPhone iPad HuffPost Live iPad Android Phone Android Tablet British Columbia B.C. Politics B.C. Business Christy Clark Vancouver It's Time For B.C. Teachers To Stop Lying To Parents 2014-09-23 15:45:49 Mall's New Play Area Has iPads. Just iPads. 2014-09-23 18:33:02 LOOK: B.C. Killer Whales From A Whole New Angle 2014-09-22 17:59:26 Aboriginal 'Watchman' Opened Sacred Burial Boxes For Tourists 2014-09-21 18:20:54 PHOTOS: Jeep Does Doughnuts. Jeep Gets Stuck. River Wins. 2014-09-23 01:45:51 Convicted Rapist Charged In B.C. Teen's Killing 2014-09-22 19:16:58 LOOK: Dreamy B.C. Farmhouse For Sale 2014-09-22 16:40:51 5 Must-See Films At VIFF 2014 2014-09-22 18:11:51 WATCH: Hangry Girlfriend Just Wants Her Damn Breakfast 2014-09-19 16:09:29 Police Search For Missing B.C. Teen's Killer 2014-09-18 01:02:07 3-Time Olympic Gold Medallist Joins Vancouver Police 2014-09-22 15:04:24 LOOK: Visionary Vancouver Buildings (And They're Stunning Too) 2014-09-20 02:29:19 WATCH: 'You're The Most Unusual Fishing Partner I've Ever Had' 2014-09-23 15:59:58 Teachers Shut Out Of B.C. Liberal Fundraiser After 'Security' Concerns 2014-09-21 00:24:50 WATCH: Dozens Of B.C. Whales Leave Boaters Gasping 2014-09-18 16:18:45 Previous Story Next Story The Blog Featuring fresh takes and real-time analysis from HuffPost's signature lineup of contributors Ashley D. MacKenzie Become a fan High School Teacher Email I Refuse To Stop Spending My Own Money On My Classroom Posted: 09/22/2014 12:28 pm EDT Updated: 09/22/2014 12:59 pm EDT Sara Harowitz/HuffPost B.C. Share Tweet Email Comment tumblr reddit One of the issues that came to light with the months of job action that just ended was how much teachers subsidize the education system. Many teachers have shared photos of how bare their rooms look when they remove all of the supplies that they've purchased with their own money -- with no reimbursement or tax credit. With the exposure of how much money teachers are actually contributing to their classes, there has come a call for us to stop. For teachers to stop supporting a system that isn't supporting them. For us to refuse to spend our own money on supplies for our classes. For teachers to work only with what we're provided. And I appreciate the sentiment behind the initiative. I agree that showing how little is actually in a room can be an effective visual, and that it illustrates just how much teachers prop up our public education system. But today, I packed my fifth box of supplies to move into my classroom. I've already taken two in. I'll haul three more up to the third floor tomorrow. And I'll add another four or so by the end of the week. Because it's not just stuff. Who I am as a teacher is in those boxes. Yes, I could teach Shakespeare without decorating my room with posters that encourage creativity. I don't need to display ticket stubs and pictures that help me teach literary terms by using real world anecdotes. I could rely only on the questions in textbooks and not bother with interactive teaching techniques found in my own professional library. But I don't want to. And, sure, I could teach verb conjugation using only a whiteboard and marker. I don't need to help kinesthetic learners by developing dice games, or cater to visual learners by colour coding parts of speech with Popsicle sticks. I could teach exactly at the textbook tells me to -- even if it bores me. But I won't. I've bought posters and decorations because I find bland rooms unwelcoming. Sterile. And I don't want to spend my days in a room that doesn't stimulate or motivate me. I doubt my students would like to, either. And sometimes, the things that I've bought help me to save time, allowing me to focus on the bigger picture and keep my workload manageable. Other times, I've bought things to help me stay organized. Still others, I've bought supplies for creative lessons that I don't have to do, but that I know my students will enjoy. Really, I've purchased my own supplies because they make me a better teacher. So, while I understand the motivation behind living in a bare space to show how inadequate current education funding is, I won't do it. Because supplies aren't just there to fill a room or make it look pretty. Every item that I bring into my room is there for a purpose, whether it's to create a friendly space, encourage communication, help students learn, or keep me organized so I can be at my best. Yes, I've bought the materials in the boxes that I'll be hauling to work each day this week. And yes, I sincerely wish that I hadn't had to go out of pocket to make sure that my students get the best education that I can give them. But I don't want to teach without my boxes and boxes of stuff. Because the way I teach is tied to those items. And the underfunding of public education in B.C. has already taken enough out of me. I refuse to let it take who I am as a teacher, too. RELATED ON HUFFPOST: Close  B.C. Clasrooms 2014 of   First day of school in September 2014. Here's what it looked like in September 2013, when I moved to my new school. I brought fifty boxes of my personal teaching supplies with me. I have been teaching for 23 years. — Joan Shannon Jung "Teachers take a day begrudgingly given to them by this government to get their classes ready. This was at the end of 9.5 hour day with a 20 minute lunch." "I have 3 degrees and find myself scrubbing desks and containers to make my room presentable for my students." "Back in June teachers at L'Ecole Bilingue (while on strike and during government lockout) had to scramble to finish packing our entire school as we were to start at our "swing site" in September. Our "old" school was scheduled to be torn down this fall due to seismic upgrading. Mid-August we received the news that our swing site was not ready and we are to start back at the old site! Keep in mind, not even a pencil was to be found at our old school." "Today, my colleagues and I spent the the first half at our swing site picking boxes we would need to last us until December! Not even half of them were returned today in time for us to unpack! Therefore, while other teachers throughout this province were lucky enough to set up their classrooms during this ONE day prep, we needed to go through this (see pics)." Send your B.C. classroom photos to bc@huffingtonpost.com We asked B.C. teachers to send us photos of their classrooms before and after items they bought were removed. "Top photo is of books in a #BCTeachers class, below shows all books removed that she paid for w/ own $" — Melanie Moore The teacher's classroom items in storage in her basement. "I've taught for five years in the Vancouver district, and I've already spent over $10,000 to set up my classroom. I know of more experienced teachers who have spent well over $20,000 in their career, and are still purchasing things each year." — Kindergarten teacher Support worker's desk. "The school ran out of proper desks so that's what she had to use." — Kindergarten teacher "All of the classroom resources that belong to me and are now at my house in storage." — Kindergarten teacher "All of the classroom resources that belong to me and are now at my house in storage." — Kindergarten teacher "What you do not see is the room's bare bones before your child's teacher came in over the summer and transformed it." — Carla Friesen "I have spent thousands of dollars to make my classroom a vibrant and amazing place for my students." — Megan Guenter "I have spent thousands of dollars to make my classroom a vibrant and amazing place for my students." — Megan Guenter "I spent almost $4,000 my first year teaching to start up my classroom." — Tracy Cramer "I spent almost $4,000 my first year teaching to start up my classroom." — Tracy Cramer "I spent almost $4,000 my first year teaching to start up my classroom." — Tracy Cramer "I spent almost $4,000 my first year teaching to start up my classroom." — Tracy Cramer "You see all the things I have bought for my classroom. Mats, carpet, pillows, chairs, bench, craft supplies, school supplies, lamps, etc. (yes, I know I don't have to make my class like this, but students love it and so do I). This year I spent a week of going into my class every day during the second week of August. I was there for about 5 hours every day making things perfect. Before that I draw floor plans of how I will organize furniture to best optimize my space." — Katrina Ling "I spend probably about $1000/ year on my classroom. It may be more; I'm afraid to add up the receipts. I spend more on my classroom than my own home. I do this willingly, as I want my class to feel like their classroom is their home for the year." — Katrina Ling "I provide my own personally made and personally bought teaching resources, educational games, puzzles, centre toys, supplementary craft items, etc. I share them with my teaching colleagues, and they share theirs with me." — Martha Lamarche "I take ingredients from my own family’s pantry and fridge so we can bake, make playdough, create senses-stimulating art projects, and learn about nutrition in a hands-on way. I am not compensated for the money I spend educating B.C. students as a result of government underfunding." — Martha Lamarche The teacher paid for everything inside the table. The teacher paid for everything inside the table. "An excellent education assistant... also enriches our classroom with items SHE finds at garage sales or thrift stores. She is not compensated for this, nor does she expect to be." — Martha Lamarche "An excellent education assistant... also enriches our classroom with items SHE finds at garage sales or thrift stores. She is not compensated for this, nor does she expect to be." — Martha Lamarche The yellow and blue bins belong to the teacher. The yellow and blue bins belong to the teacher. "The first picture is before I set up my class, the second after I set up part way through the year. Which classroom would you want your child to learn in? The government-'funded' one that claims no more money is needed or one that was subsidized by a so-called greedy teacher? Every dollar I spend in my classroom is a dollar I don't spend on my own kids, groceries or other bills. This is not the exception it's the norm. Teachers care." — Janelle "I have spent thousands subsidizing the system. I try to provide my students with books that appeal to their interest level as well as their reading level. This comes out of my earnings." — Gurjit Pattar "I constantly am keeping my eyes open for sales involving classroom resources and relevant reading materials. I've spent a small fortune on my personal library of professional resources." — Gurjit Pattar "Just one of my bookshelves after I took out the books I bought for my class just this year." — Jessica Hall "All the books I bought for my class this year, removed from the shelves. 806 in total." — Jessica Hall "With the exception of the table in the back, I brought in all this furniture for my classroom. I had been told there were not enough chairs in the district to have chairs in my classroom, so I went out and found them." — Jessica Hall "My underfunded grade 5/6 BC classroom stripped of everything I have purchased." — Staci Hutchinson "A sampling of teacher bought/made items, boxed up and ready to move to my new school — which I do on my own. Usually takes me the full last week of summer to set up my room. With the move this year I expect to spend three weeks." — Josie Zahn "I packed every single box, waited the entire summer to have it delivered, unpacked and set up my classroom including filling two file cabinets, hanging three bulletin boards, laminating and taping 23 name tags to desks and cloakroom cubbies, collecting exercise books and supplies, and finally stocking the painting easel with paints and the shelves with books... (not to mention dusting the blinds and scrubbing the sink)... the week before the start of school... on my own time." — Alison Smith "72 boxes/furniture items." — Alison Smith "What I walked in to when I first acquired my room and then what I turned it into." — Alycia Soukeroff "I walked into my new room mid-August and was shocked. There wasn't even a teacher desk or any books at all. I bought, scrounged and borrowed (mostly from my own kids) materials to make it work. Over the year many wonderful teachers passed on things to me that they had purchased and weren't using and retiring teachers happy to share their supplies." "I walked into my new room mid-August and was shocked. There wasn't even a teacher desk or any books at all. I bought, scrounged and borrowed (mostly from my own kids) materials to make it work. Over the year many wonderful teachers passed on things to me that they had purchased and weren't using and retiring teachers happy to share their supplies." "I walked into my new room mid-August and was shocked. There wasn't even a teacher desk or any books at all. I bought, scrounged and borrowed (mostly from my own kids) materials to make it work. Over the year many wonderful teachers passed on things to me that they had purchased and weren't using and retiring teachers happy to share their supplies." "I use the games to teach logic, spatial and sequential reasoning, and to have fun with math. In addition to the games, I bought a tablet, software for geometry, software for algebra, and software for posting grades on my website. The website is also paid for and maintained by me. The books and magazines in French in the background are also mine, and so is a classroom set of small whiteboards which I forgot to put in the picture." — French Immersion teacher "Spent over two thousand [dollars]." — Andrea Dove NEXT: B.C. Teachers' Strike 2014 Hundreds of B.C. teachers, parents and other union supporters rallied on the lawn of the B.C. legislature on June 16, 2014 in Victoria to protest against Premier Christy Clark and the government's latest contract offer. Click here for stories on the 2014 contract dispute. Members of the B.C. Federation of Labour and Canadian Labour Congress gather to support teachers outside Cambie Secondary School in Richmond, B.C. on June 2, 2014. Members of CUPE join teachers on the picket line at Mitchell Elementary in Richmond, B.C. on June 2, 2014. Union leaders speak to media on June 2, 2014 in Richmond, B.C. Teachers picket in West Kelowna on June 2, 2014. B.C. Teachers' Federal president Jim Iker speaks to teachers outside Princess Margaret School in Surrey on May 29, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Striking outside the Invergarry Adult Education Centre in Surrey, B.C. on May 29, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. B.C. Teachers' Federal president Jim Iker speaks to teachers outside Invergarry Adult Education Centre in Surrey on May 29, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers wave to supporters outside Valleyview Secondary School in Kamloops on May 28, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers picket in Kamloops on May 28, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. A student shows support for teachers in Kamloops on May 28, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. A teacher pickets on horseback in 150 Mile House on May 27, 2014. A sign posted on a classroom door at Vancouver Technical Secondary School. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers rally during rush hour in Kelowna on May 27, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Kelowna teachers wore pink and rallied from the city's overpasses on May 27, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. A sign of support for B.C. teachers from a house in Kelowna. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers in Richmond pass time on the 3:30 a.m. shift on the picket line on May 27, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Students and parents left a message for teachers in Richmond on May 27, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. On the picket line with an effigy of B.C. Premier Christy Clark at Kitsilano Secondary School on May 26, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. A student from City School speaks to a teacher on the picket line in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. On the picket line at Kitsilano Secondary School on May 26, 2014. Click here for more on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. A teacher on strike at Britannia Secondary School in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Click here for more on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers stand under the sign for Templeton High School in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Click here for more on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers on strike speak to a supporter outside Templeton Secondary School in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Ryan Tanabe, left, a teacher, and his father Rod Tanabe, a counsellor teacher at Killarney Secondary School, walk the picket line outside the school in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Click here for more on the B.C. teachers contract dispute. Teachers in the central Okanagan were part of rotating strikes on May 27, 2014. These are educators from Constable Neil Bruce Middle School in West Kelowna. Supporters of B.C. teachers rally in the Sooke School District. Surrey teachers pose with their growing pile of marking during the first day of rotating strikes. Teachers picket in New Westminster on May 26, the first day of rotating strikes in a contract dispute with the province. Grade 12 Eric Hamber Secondary student Sarah Bercic wears a T-shirt supporting B.C. teachers. Teachers picket in Penticton on May 26, the first day of rotating strikes in a contract dispute with the province. Anya Prokopeva, 8, a Grade 3 student in New Westminister, and her mom Julie Prokopeva, right, a member of the support staff at Killarney Secondary School, pass by striking teachers as they leave after walking the picket line outside the school in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Anya Prokopeva, 8, a Grade 3 student in New Westminister, uses a strike sign for shade rests as her mom Julie Prokopeva, a member of the support staff at Killarney Secondary School, walks a picket line outside the school in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. One of the earliest picket lines on the first day of the teachers' walkout was in Golden, B.C., which is in the Mountain time zone. Jim Iker, president of the B.C. Teachers' Federation, speaks to reporters on May 26, the first day of rotating strikes, at Vancouver's Charles Dickens Elementary. Jim Iker, president of the B.C. Teachers' Federation, speaks to reporters on May 26, the first day of rotating strikes, at Vancouver's Charles Dickens Elementary. Jim Iker, president of the B.C. Teachers' Federation, speaks to reporters on May 26, the first day of rotating strikes, at Vancouver's Charles Dickens Elementary. Striking teachers man a picket line outside Killarney Secondary School in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Public school teachers across British Columbia started rotating strikes Monday, a move that will put more than half a million students out of class for one day each this week. B.C. NDP Leader John Horgan poses with teachers in the Sooke School District. A rally in Coquitlam on May 25. Premier Christy Clark's face is seen on anti-bullying T-shirts at a rally in Coquitlam. Surrey teachers at Johnston Heights Secondary rally on May 23, 2014.  Share  Tweet  ✖ Advertisement Share this ✖ close Current Slide Follow Ashley D. MacKenzie on Twitter: www.twitter.com/AshDMacKenzie More: BC Teachers B.C. Teachers Strike 2014 BC Politics Bc Classrooms Bc Teacher Strike Bc Schools   Click here to view Conversations Conversations Most Popular It's Time For B.C. Teachers To Stop Lying To Parents Submitted LOOK: B.C. Killer Whales From A Whole New Angle Vancouver Aquarium/NOAA LOOK: Dreamy B.C. Farmhouse For Sale devonowen.com Convicted Rapist Charged In B.C. Teen's Killing RCMP Mall's New Play Area Has iPads. Just iPads. Facebook PHOTOS: Jeep Does Doughnuts. Jeep Gets Stuck. River Wins. Matthew Van Deventer LOOK: Visionary Vancouver Buildings (And They're Stunning Too) Nic Lehoux WATCH: 'You're The Most Unusual Fishing Partner I've Ever Had' YouTube Aboriginal 'Watchman' Opened Sacred Burial Boxes For Tourists Katya Palladina/CP Police Search For Missing B.C. Teen's Killer RCMP Treetops Near West Vancouver Home Lead To Lawsuit clarencedebelle.com B.C. Jail Sex Trial Hears Detachment Was Like Locker Room Andy Sacks via Getty Images First Signs Of Human Life In Canada May Be Here CP/UVic WATCH: Hangry Girlfriend Just Wants Her Damn Breakfast Shawn Anderson 3-Time Olympic Gold Medallist Joins Vancouver Police meghanagosta.com 5 Must-See Films At VIFF 2014 viff.org Teachers Shut Out Of B.C. Liberal Fundraiser After 'Security' Concerns Twitter How BC Ferries Could Save Over $9M Annually CP 'You Know He's Going To Re-Offend' Facebook WATCH: Dozens Of B.C. Whales Leave Boaters Gasping YouTube FOLLOW HUFFPOST Email Email Address Options HuffPost Daily Brief British Columbia Get top stories and blog posts emailed to me each day.. Facebook HuffPost British Columbia Twitter HuffPost Follow British Columbia Follow Google Plus HuffPost British Columbia RSS The Huffington Post British Columbia All RSS / Feeds Phone Available on the App Store Android App on Google Play Get it at Blackberry App World Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search advertise log in make HuffPost your home page RSS careers FAQ user agreement privacy policy comment policy about us about our ads contact us Copyright ©2014 TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. "The Huffington Post" is a registered trademark of TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. All rights reserved. Part of HPMG News Use this form to alert a HuffPost editor about a factual or typographical error in this story. Notify message * Required * * * What kind of error is this? Choose an option Factual or typographical Comment moderation problem Rights and permissions Other * What is the correction? 0 count Describe the error here (1,000 character limit) * Type the words below so we know you are not a cyborg Sign me up for The Huffington Post's Daily Brief Thank you!)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=30178,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > May/June 2013 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 25, Number 7, May/June 2013   To Peru, in solidarity By Karen Andrews  During the summer of 2012, I spent two and a half weeks participating in the BCTF Peru Project. Our main purpose was to provide professional development for Peruvian teachers of English as an additional language. A portion of that time was spent working in the city of Huaraz with the regional Peruvian teachers’ union of Ancash, a local of the country’s union, SUTEP. On our final evening of teaching with the regional Peruvian teachers’ union of Ancash, Carina Soderlund (Vancouver secondary teacher) and I were invited to visit the recently opened local union office, a stand-alone building that the local had just rented. With my own local back in BC having recently moved offices, I was excited for the local SUTEP membership and also curious to see what their office would be like. Arriving at the building, my enthusiasm was dampened to see bars on the windows. Inside was a bare concrete room with only an empty teacher’s desk and a few plastic deck chairs. The union executive explained that they were afraid of being broken into so they didn’t leave anything in the office. This reality brought me to think of my own local’s office with its computers, printers, and various other furnishings and sundry objects left in plain sight. Granted, we do have an alarm system, but we have never had to consider keeping our office essentially bare. Shortly after our arrival at the office, local general secretary of the Ancash region (the equivalent of a BCTF local president), Elias Guerrero Bravo, announced that he was going to run down to the local corner store to buy some wine to help celebrate the opening of their office. After about 10 minutes, the SUTEP executive began to wonder what had happened to him. I could see that they were getting increasingly worried as time passed. They began to wonder out loud if he had been kidnapped or, worse yet, shot by the politically radical group, Shining Path (Sendero Luminoso). A faction of the Shining Path has slowly infiltrated the Peruvian teachers’ union, so their worries weren’t far-fetched. As the executive frantically called his cell phone to no avail, I thought to myself how fortunate I was to be a union activist in BC, where I didn’t have to worry about risking my life for my political beliefs. As past president of my local, it never crossed my mind that someone or some organization would want to harm me for standing up for public education. Fortunately, Elias arrived shortly thereafter and laughed off his colleagues’ concern; he simply had to go further than he thought to find a bottle of wine. That night, many thanks were given to the BCTF for supporting their local through the offering of professional development for its membership. It was also that night that I truly understood the importance of the BCTF’s international solidarity program. It offers not only professional development, but also connection and moral support to teachers who are defending public education and workers’ rights against daunting odds. That night, we raised our glasses in solidarity. Karen Andrews, French immersion teacher, Terrace  Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141007,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/bcedplan/status/428733233476698112,BC's Education Plan on Twitter: ".@kathlern37 I'm looking for you. In the meantime here's a comprehensive report for all BC #abed kids: http://t.co/fRfq9uO1pe" Twitter Search query Search Twitter Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Language: English Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Have an account? Sign in New to Twitter? Join Today » Sign In Phone, email or username Password Sign in Remember me Forgot password? Already using Twitter via text message? BC's Education Plan ‏ @bcedplan Jan 29 Heading in the right direction! MT @INDGTop10: BC highlighting increased grad rates for Indigenous sts #fnmi #abed http://ow.ly/t5dtC  Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Kathleen ‏ @kathlern37 Jan 29 @bcedplan @INDGTop10 I would like to see other districts stats Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Follow Following Unfollow Blocked Unblock Pending Cancel BC's Education Plan ‏ @bcedplan Jan 29 . @kathlern37 I'm looking for you. In the meantime here's a comprehensive report for all BC #abed kids: http://ow.ly/t5TNe  Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Retweets 2 Favorite 1 7:35 PM - 29 Jan 2014 Kathleen ‏ @kathlern37 Jan 29 @bcedplan thanks for the info on Aboriginal learners Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet BC's Education Plan ‏ @bcedplan Jan 30 @kathlern37 for district breakdowns pls visit http://ow.ly/t7F0l . Have a great day. Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Don’t miss any updates from BC's Education Plan © 2014 Twitter About Help Ads info Close Flag this media This has already been marked as containing sensitive content. Flag this as containing potentially illegal content. Submit Cancel Learn more about flagging media Dismiss Close Previous Next Close Go to a person's profile Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Close Retweet this to your followers? Cancel Retweet Close Are you sure you want to delete this Tweet? Cancel Delete Close Block Cancel Block Add a location to your Tweets When you tweet with a location, Twitter stores that location. You can switch location on/off before each Tweet and always have the option to delete your location history. Learn more Turn location on Not now Turn off location Close Profile summary Close Your lists Close Create a new list List name Description Under 100 characters, optional Privacy Public · Anyone can follow this list Private · Only you can access this list Save list Close Close Embed this Tweet Add this Tweet to your website by copying the code below. Learn more Hmm, there was a problem reaching the server. Try again? Include parent Tweet Include media Preview Close Sign up for Twitter Not on Twitter? Sign up, tune into the things you care about, and get updates as they happen. Have an account? Sign in » Close Two-way (sending and receiving) short codes: Country Code For customers of United States 40404 (any) Canada 21212 (any) United Kingdom 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM Haiti 40404 Digicel, Voila Ireland 51210 Vodafone, O2 India 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Indonesia 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » See SMS short codes for other countries Close Confirmation)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.js,)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=9876,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2002 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 15, Number 2, Nov./Dec. 2002 "Putting students first" one day a year! Christy Clark promised the public and teachers that class sizes would be firmly in place as part of her government’s plan to "put students first." Following right along in her wake of mistruths and budget cuts was the B.C. Public School Employers’ Association (BCPSEA), which represents school boards in collective-bargaining matters. First, they drew lines through all the class-size and composition contract language, through the staffing ratios, and the school-based team language, and then they issued the following advice with regard to the School Act’s class-size language: "The class-size maximums and averages in section 76.1 of the School Act must be in place on September 30. After September 30, new students may be accommodated within existing classes." (BCPSEA bulletin, September 11, 2002) In other words, school boards, through BCPSEA, are taking the position that they have to comply with the law on class size on only one day a year: September 30. That is a complete betrayal of the promises made to parents, students, and teachers that class size would still be protected through limits in the School Act. The betrayal is made even more egregious by the tearing up of contractual protections with regard to staffing and special-needs support. Teachers and locals in community coalitions around this province raised the issues of class size and composition and the erosion of specialist teaching staff during the recent school board elections. In addition to political action around class size, the Federation is also launching a provincial grievance on all statutory class-size violations. We must, and we will, insist that school boards obey the law on class size. Teachers and locals are compiling class-size data to use for campaigns and for the provincial grievance. If classes exceed the maximums in primary or the district average class-size maximum, we will legally challenge those violations through the grievance procedure. We will include in the provincial grievance a challenge of BCPSEA’s assertion that class size counts one day only. Class size counts every day for students, for teachers, and for parents. Together, we will restore the learning conditions that Clark and the BCPSEA destroyed. Contact your local for information about how to be involved. – Lynne Sinclair Sign the petition Sign the petition to return learning conditions to the collective agreement—www.bctf.ca/firmlimits. Some consequences of the cuts More than 27,000 secondary students in Vancouver are now in classes with more than 30 students. Some teachers are ending up with more students with special needs in their class because limits have been stripped from contracts. Some students with special needs have lost their special education assistant, and can no longer take part in classes. Sometimes students have ended up at home taking distance education instead of getting the classroom-based experience they need. Many safety issues have developed. For example, a student with cerebral palsy no longer has an aide, and teachers fear for her safety as she travels from class to class. In some districts, classrooms are not being cleaned as frequently as in the past. Some districts have virtually eliminated English as a second language programs, throwing the students into regular classrooms without ESL support. Counselling service is declining as counsellors are required to teach classes, rather than being available to meet students’ many counselling needs. While the government claims to support choice by parents and students, the reality is that there is less choice. Some 44 schools were closed this year, and dozens of others are being considered for closure next year. In many communities, these decisions mean less choice for everyone. Secondary students are being counselled, and sometimes directed, to take less than a full load of classes, in order to keep class sizes down in secondary schools. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/andrew-wilkinson/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start,)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Touring a natural gas drilling rig with @MLA Mike Bernier, and Brian from EnCana http://t.co/AifdJ4H07b" @Teresa_Wat - 06:01pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/naomi-yamamoto/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,Naomi Yamamoto for North Vancouver-Lonsdale - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Naomi Yamamoto A strong economy and secure tomorrow for North Vancouver-Lonsdale Support Naomi BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media naomiyamamoto last tweet "Competitiveness: How BC businesses can deal with it: http://t.co/pJe1dP61vi @bcchamberofcom @ProductivityAB" @naomiyamamoto - 10:27pm Follow @naomiyamamoto BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Naomi Yamamoto was appointed Minister of State for Small Business on September 5, 2012. First elected as MLA for North Vancouver-Lonsdale in the 2009 general provincial election, Naomi previously served as Minister of Advanced Education, Minister of State for Intergovernmental Relations, and Minister of State for Building Code Renewal. Naomi had been the president and owner of Tora Design Group in North Vancouver for 21 years. She also enjoyed working with the business community as the president and general manager of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. She also served on the board of the North Shore Credit Union and the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and was president of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation. As well, she represented the North Vancouver Chamber on the North Shore 2010 Spirit Committee and Vancouver’s North Shore Tourism Association Board. In 1997, Naomi served as chair of the BC Chamber of Commerce. She completed a six-year term on the board of Capilano College, with the last three years as chair. She also enjoyed six years as a director of the North Shore Neighbourhood House. In 2005, Naomi was appointed as an inaugural member of the Premier’s Small Business Roundtable. Get in touch with Naomi North Vancouver - Lonsdale Constituency Office 5 - 221 West Esplanade North Vancouver, BC V7M 3J3 Phone: (604) 981-0033 Fax: (604) 981-0044 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 356-0946 Email Naomi Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141007,www.huffingtonpost.ca,http://www.huffingtonpost.ca/news/bc-teachers-strike-2014/Payment.init,B.C. Teachers Strike 2014: Pictures, Videos, Breaking News Using a mobile device? Go to m.huffingtonpost.com for huffpost mobile. Vancouver Christy Clark B.C. First Nations Gregor Robertson More Log in Create Account Notifications Profile Settings Logout Edition: CA BR Brasil CA Canada DE Deutschland ES España FR France IT Italia JP 日本 (Japan) KR 한국 (Korea) MG Maghreb UK United Kingdom US United States Region: BC All Canada Alberta British Columbia Québec (en français) Follow FRONT PAGE Politics Ford Still Doesn't Understand Racism51 Unvetted Judge Joins Supreme Court43 Kenney Posts Photos Of Iraqi Children To Make Case For ISIL Airstrikes94 Clinton: Canadian Help In ISIL Fight 'Indispensable'44 Canadians Left In A Fog Of War42 Go to Politics More in Politics The Pulse Stephen Harper You might also like US Politics UK Politics Business Porn Company Has A Raunchy Deal For Air Canada Pilots Sun News Just Lost Its Main Source Of Content; What Now?49 Canadian Cities Surprisingly Unpopular Destinations For Workers This Is How You Rack Up U.S. Roaming Charges While In Canada14 Look What China Might Actually Build47 Go to Business More in Business Small Business Money You might also like Tech TechCrunch Autoblog WorldPost Spanish Nurse First To Contract Ebola Outside West Africa518 It's Been 3 Weeks Since Anyone's Seen Kim And Rumors Are Swirling97 3 New Findings On ISIS Weapons That You Should Know About39 WHO: More Cases Of Ebola In Europe Unavoidable161 Turkish President Says Syrian Town Under Islamic State Siege Is About To Fall235 Go to WorldPost More in WorldPost Foreign Affairs World Elections Arab Uprising Afghanistan War Syria Crisis You might also like Travel Impact Living 100 Pumpkin Carvings That Will Inspire You Fried Maple Leaves Are A Delicacy In Japan, And We're Jealous WATCH: HuffPost Readers School Us On Toronto's Real Must-Eats Toronto Dubbed Fourth Most Livable City In The World 33 Signs You Live In Liberty Village Go to Living You might also like Healthy Living Food Recipes Divorce Women Parentdish Green Post50 Weddings Style Best Halloween Costumes For Men And Women Most Offensive Products In Retail Canadian Model Coco Rocha Is Pregnant! LOOK: Matthew McConaughey Wears 'Dazed And Confused' T-Shirt Go to Style More in Style Beauty Fashion Celeb Style Entertaining and Etiquette Stylelist Canada Wedding Style Home Style You might also like Style (U.S.) Weddings Stylelist Canada Entertainment '7th Heaven' Star Reportedly Confesses To Child Molestation On Tape412 Beyonce & Nicki Minaj Are Straight Up 'Flawless' In Paris Performance19 Jennifer Lawrence Breaks Her Silence On Nude Photo Hack Kendra Wilkinson Gets Candid About Those Cheating Rumors18 Kris Jenner Opens Up About The Late Robert Kardashian Go to Entertainment You might also like Music Celebrity TV Moviefone Arts The Glamorous History Of Pin-Up Like You've Never Seen It Before Here Are A Bunch Of F*cking Delightful Artsy Cat Photos. You're Welcome. This Is What It Really Looks Like To Be A Modern Day Nun New Animation-Inspired Art Show Will Make You Yearn For Saturday Morning Cartoons Go to Arts You might also like Books Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Religion Alberta 20 Puppies Found Abandoned In Field Anti-Abortion Postcard Targets Tory MP.. Again26 Mystery 'GPO Girl' Turns Up In Calgary Major Saskatchewan Train Derailment Dozens Of Dead Cats Found, Another 62 Euthanized Go to Alberta More in Alberta Alberta Politics Alberta Business Alison Redford Calgary Edmonton British Columbia B.C. Teen Killed By Train Was Wearing Headphones, Texting: RCMP13 Anthem Singer's Fall Is Lesson In Showmanship Pastafarian Loses B.C. Driver's Licence Over Holy Colander Elderly Asian Women Attacked In Vancouver Lawyers Of Convicted Surrey Six Gangsters Want Mistrial Go to British Columbia More in British Columbia B.C. Politics B.C. Business Christy Clark Vancouver ALL SECTIONS News Canada Politics Canada Business US Politics US Business World Media Sports Education Crime Weird News Good News Daily Finance Entertainment Entertainment Music TV Celebrity Comedy Art Books Moviefone Life & Style Living Style Home Healthy Living Taste Weddings Travel Parents Divorce Huff/Post 50 Marlo Thomas OWN Tech & Science Tech Science Green Techcrunch Engadget TUAW Joystiq Voices Impact Women Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Religion College Teen Local Quebec (French) Calgary Montreal Ottawa Toronto Vancouver Winnipeg Mapquest Patch.com Our Mobile Apps iPhone iPad HuffPost Live iPad Android Phone Android Tablet British Columbia B.C. Politics B.C. Business Christy Clark Vancouver rss of this page Like 45 featured blog posts B.C. Public Schools Need More Funding, Not Fundraising I find that the inadequacies of public education funding have ignited a fire in me. Is anyone else feeling like we should stop fundraising for the things that should be funded by the government? Mellissa Kimberley Mother, Artisan, Lifelong Learner     It's Time For B.C. Teachers To Stop Lying To Parents The teachers have been lying to us. For years. They've been covering it up. Papering over underfunding and mismanaged fiscal priorities with brightly coloured posters and sparkly stickers. Concealing an impoverished system by buying the damn supplies themselves. Without receiving so much as a tax break on those purchases. Naomi Lazarus Costume Designer, Mother I Refuse To Stop Spending My Own Money On My Classroom Yes, I've bought the materials in the boxes that I'll be hauling to work each day this week. And yes, I sincerely wish that I hadn't had to go out of pocket to make sure that my students get the best education that I can give them. The underfunding of public education in B.C. has already taken enough out of me. I refuse to let it take who I am as a teacher, too. Ashley D. MacKenzie High School Teacher A Normal Sunday, At Last The early afternoon sun brightens the kitchen as it shines down through the skylight; I can hear my two youngest children, managing to not bicker and argue their way through Lego Star Wars on the TV, and I'm sitting across the kitchen table from my teacher husband, typing this as he plots out his Socials 8 course for the year. This is the first Sunday in months that feels normal for us. Mellissa Kimberley Mother, Artisan, Lifelong Learner The Last Day of School As families in B.C. prepare for the long-awaited return to school, I am inspired to sit down and write out my own reflections of this past summer. In countless movies, we see children hard at work on their first day of classes, writing out their first essay of the school year. And so, I take a page from that to bring you "What I Did On My Last Day Of School." Mellissa Kimberley Mother, Artisan, Lifelong Learner   The Conspiracy Of Silence In B.C. Schools Is Over Well, here we are, with a deal to vote on. We're climbing up out of the trenches, dusting ourselves off, holding our noses against the stench of manipulation, and voting. We'll vote yes, but it won't be an overwhelming yes. Cecelia Griffiths B.C. Resource Teacher B.C. Teachers' Strike 2014: At What Cost? These past three months have been an exercise in spinning plates, deciding what bills must be paid now and which can sit for a month; making those excruciatingly embarrassing phone calls to utility companies to ask for extensions, explaining our circumstances and hoping for an understanding and lenient person on the other end of the phone. I can't help but shake my head, because shouldn't teachers with their professional training be able to make ends meet better than this? Mellissa Kimberley Mother, Artisan, Lifelong Learner B.C. Teachers Should Vote No To Tentative Deal Despite what I know was a Herculean effort on the part of our bargaining team, I very much hope that B.C. teachers will vote no to the tentative agreement. After five weeks of strike, and 12 years of legal battles, this is not the deal that will restore sanity to public education and it is not a fair deal for teachers and students. Tara Ehrcke Teacher, Activist, Citizen B.C. Teachers' Strike Was About Values, Not Economics Now, do I feel as though both sides compromised equally on this contract? No. I do feel like the teachers gave up more. But as much as I'd like a salary increase that actually kept up with the rate of inflation, and the budget to fund some firm way of handling class size and composition, this whole strike wasn't about economics. Ashley D. MacKenzie High School Teacher B.C. Teachers' Strike Is Epic Struggle Of Dinosaurs Millions of years ago, a triceratops and a Tyrannosaurus rex fought it out as the Cretaceous period came to a end. Neither realized their struggle was futile since they were both about to become extinct. The B.C. teachers' strike is another epic struggle of dinosaurs as the Ministry of Education and teachers' union are locked in bitter dispute over issues that have little significance since the market for education has fundamentally changed. Steven Burton Creator of Icicle, the HACCP Food Safety Platform Do B.C. Parents Have To Buy Toilet Paper Soon As Part Of School Supplies? Then there is the issue of school supplies. I have watched the list steadily lengthen over the years. This year alone, I have spent $300 just so my children can have adequate supplies for school. Not to mention that their supply lists include ridiculous items like Kleenex, photocopy paper and Ziploc bags. If our schools don't even have the funding to supply children with something to wipe their noses with, then like one parent said to me, "What's next, toilet paper?" Carolyn Moeller Mother, Community Volunteer, Bookkeeper A Rough Guide To E80 And The B.C. Teachers' Strike Everybody watching the B.C. public teachers' strike has heard of E80, and nobody understands it. Even the negotiating teams can't agree on what it means -- a pretty good sign that it should be deep-sixed pronto. The bottom line is that the parties' positions on E80 is fatally poisoned by distrust. Many fault the union, but it's the government who wrote the script. Sandy Garossino Business Owner, Community Advocate, former Crown prosecutor Christy Clark Is Balancing the Budget at the Expense of Kids and Teachers The current teachers federation vs. government struggle is more than a labour dispute. For those who look closely, what's revealed is a style of government that appears to disregard facts, deceive the public, tarnish the reputation of teachers, all in a move to pit the people against teachers and their legal right to due process under the law. Government's disdain for trained professionals in order to gain a political advantage is deplorable. No government should hide the truth of its past misconduct. No government should balance the budget at the expense of teachers and kids. Raffi Cavoukian Troubadour, Author I Served To Help Children Attend School Abroad, But Am Helpless In B.C. I sacrificed myself, along with my army buddies, to help children in other countries to attend school, but what can I do in my own country to get children back in school in B.C. Madam Premier, this is our province. Not just mine and definitely not just yours. This province is not just yours to destroy the rights and freedoms of the people. Dan Nickel Retired Army Mechanic, Hockey Coach B.C. Teachers' Strike: 5 Tips For Survival Dr. Divi Chandna Physician, Author Help B.C. Teachers Feel Valued With #thisisYOURstrikepay I am a B.C. teacher, and lately I feel like I should apologize for that. I'm so tired of hearing how awful I am. How greedy. How I shouldn't want more for my students. Let's get teachers feeling valued because things are rough right now, and it's getting hard to remember by ourselves. Kat Ling Teacher Chinese Parents' Group Takes Credit For Ending Teachers' Strike Quick Read | Comments | 10.01.2014 B.C. School Districts Ordered To Return All Strike Savings Quick Read | Comments | 09.26.2014 Return To Classes 'Very Emotional' Quick Read | Comments | 09.22.2014 BACK TO SCHOOL! Quick Read | Comments | 09.21.2014 Teachers Shut Out Of B.C. Liberal Fundraiser After 'Security' Concerns Quick Read | Comments (84) | 09.21.2014 The Secret Meeting That Broke The B.C. Teachers' Impasse Quick Read | Comments | 09.21.2014 'Neither Side Got Exactly What They Wanted' Quick Read | Comments | 09.20.2014 B.C. Teachers' Strike Ends With Bittersweet Contract Approval Quick Read | Comments | 09.19.2014 B.C. Teachers Vote On Bittersweet Contract Deal With Province Quick Read | Comments | 09.18.2014 Veteran Mediator Elevated To Hero Status In B.C. Quick Read | Comments | 09.16.2014 DEAL Quick Read | Comments (53) | 09.20.2014 B.C. Teachers' Dispute Spins Into Boycott Of Businesses Quick Read | Comments (147) | 09.17.2014 Is Mother Nature Trying To Say Something About Teachers' Strike? Quick Read | Comments | 09.16.2014 B.C. Teachers' Strike's 'Unintended Consequences' Quick Read | Comments (14) | 09.15.2014 About B.C. Teachers Strike 2014 Public teachers in British Columbia began rotating strikes in May 2014 which also included a partial lockout by the provincial government. It escalated to a full-scale walkout a month later as part of a bitter ongoing contract dispute. The sticking points are pay, class size and composition, and classroom support. A mediator walked out on exploratory talks a few days before the scheduled start of the 2014/15 school year, declaring the two sides too far apart to attempt mediation. Most Popular Whk00puh5k%2Bp%2FYVDIhQElYbiYJ7l%2BGrIFNmGT9XZrMc%3D ldmCcif%2FLlEpeCpvWnQdBL6uPgmTwBztX8Pvtt25%2BpM%3D exABQjIsjdWHWO96CaCs4EzuGVnbhGskyxYg%2Bc8ioXI%3D 1 of 3 B.C. Teachers Strike 2014: Gov't Won't Impose Settlement, Says De Jong 3 Comments A Teacher's Appeal To BC Liberals Of Conscience 54 Comments B.C. Teachers Strike 2014: Union Hopes For Mediation In August 2 Comments B.C. Teachers' Strike News Could Come Just Days Before Scheduled School Year 0 Comments Promising? Marathon Teachers' Strike Talks Go Into Wee Hours Quick Read | Comments (70) | 09.15.2014 Ontario Teachers Donate $100,000 To Striking B.C. Counterparts Quick Read | Comments (15) | 09.12.2014 WATCH: Singing Out Teachers' Strike Frustrations Quick Read | Comments | 09.12.2014 Homemade Study Guide Goes Viral To Help Grade 12 Students During Strike Quick Read | Comments | 09.12.2014 Education Minister No Longer Ruling Out Back-To-Work Legislation Quick Read | Comments (62) | 09.12.2014 Christy Clark Event Caterers Find Restaurant Window Smashed Quick Read | Comments (13) | 09.11.2014 'Widely Expected' Teachers' Vote Result Turns Up Pressure On Province Quick Read | Comments | 09.11.2014 Big Budget Surplus Not For Teachers' Deal: Finance Minister Quick Read | Comments (64) | 09.10.2014 Voucher System For B.C. Schools 'Categorically Not True': Minister Quick Read | Comments (38) | 09.09.2014 B.C. Union Leaders Urge Clark To Accept Binding Arbitration Quick Read | Comments (32) | 09.09.2014 Bus Driver Rejected Student Fare Due To Strike: Teen Quick Read | Comments | 09.09.2014 Pages:   1 2 3 4 5 Advertise | Make HuffPost your Home Page | RSS | Careers | FAQ User Agreement | Privacy | Comment Policy | About Us | About Our Ads | Contact Us Copyright © 2014 TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. | "The Huffington Post" is a registered trademark of TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. All rights reserved. Part of HPMG News)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=25038,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Jan./Feb. 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 4, January/February 2012   Bargaining update  By Glen Hansman   Bargaining at the provincial table continued in the month of January, and dates are scheduled into February. By the time this issue of the Teacher newsmagazine reaches you, the Federation will have made a significant move at the provincial table to accelerate talks toward a negotiated deal at the bargaining table. Communications support to locals, and advertising in the media, will be occurring to support the efforts at the bargaining table. The Federation continues to encourage individual members to write letters to the editor (contact information can be found here: bctf.ca/AdvocacyAndAction.aspx), and to talk to parents, friends, and other members of the public about this round of bargaining and about other important issues such as class size and class composition. To assist members with this, the Public Education Needs a Better Deal brochure (outlining key bargaining concerns around salary and prep time, and the BCTF’s ongoing dispute with the province over class size and composition) and the Better Schools for BC document remain available for members to distribute; both can be found in electronic form on the front page of bctf.ca, and both can be easily shared on Facebook and Twitter. Hard copies are still available too. Read Susan Lambert’s president’s message for more context to where we are now in this round of bargaining. Members are also strongly encouraged to attend membership meetings in their locals over the weeks and months to come—to come together to discuss, listen, reflect, and make the best possible decisions together. For timely bargaining updates, sign up and visit MyBCTF.ca.   – Glen Hansman, BCTF 2nd vice-president   Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141007,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/issues/research.aspx?id=5798,BCTF > A review of 1701 data: Special Ed, ESL, and Gifted enrolments in SD #43 and #68  	Untitled Page  For Teachers For Parents For Media Home E-mail Lists Links A to Z Index Contact Us Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources Home > Issues in Education > Inclusive Education > Research Project A review of 1701 data: Special Education, ESL, and Gifted enrolments in school districts # 43, Coquitlam, and # 68, Nanaimo-Ladysmith, September 2002 by Anne Field and Charlie Naylor, BCTF Research Dave Cutts, Nanaimo and District Teachers’ Association Using school data generated from Ministry of Education Form 1701, Special Education summary by school as at September 30, 2002: Ministry echo report, BCTF Research staff have compiled tables (see www.bctf.ca/IssuesInEducation.aspx?id=5794/ on the BCTF web site) which show total ESL, Special Education, and Gifted enrolments by school, with schools ranked according to the proportion of Special Ed/ESL/Gifted enrolments to the total student population. What do these data show? Funded ESL enrolments in Coquitlam and Nanaimo While 11% of Coquitlam’s total student population are funded for ESL, only 2% are similarly funded in Nanaimo. These numbers reflect the greater cultural diversity in Coquitlam school district, when compared to Nanaimo. While fewer than 9% of Nanaimo secondary students are funded for ESL, Coquitlam has close to 20% of its ESL students in secondary schools, with 18% in its middle schools, and 62% in elementary schools. That 91% of Nanaimo’s ESL students are in elementary settings suggests that many of its secondary ESL student population may not be recognized for funding, and may not be receiving ESL services. In 34 of 53 elementary schools (64%) in Coquitlam, more than 10% of the student population are ESL, while in Nanaimo this is true for 6 of 39 schools (15%). Nanaimo’s ESL distribution essentially falls into four categories. In the first, 2 elementary schools have very large ESL populations (52% and 32% of the total student population). In the second, 10 schools have between 5% and 10% of their students who are funded ESL. A third group have some, but fewer than 5%, ESL enrolments (18 schools), while 8 schools have no funded ESL students. All four alternate settings in Nanaimo have no funded ESL enrolments, as do 5 of 9 secondary schools, with fewer than 2% ESL enrolments in each of the other four. Most of Coquitlam’s elementary schools show a higher proportion of funded ESL enrolments, with only 19 of its 53 elementary schools reporting fewer than 10% of their students funded ESL. Coquitlam shows a similar trend to that in Nanaimo, with fewer students funded for ESL in middle and secondary schools. However, Coquitlam’s proportion of secondary ESL students is more than double that in Nanaimo, further support for the argument that there exists an under-representation of funded secondary ESL numbers in Nanaimo. There are no funded ESL enrolments in any of the three Coquitlam alternate settings or in Nanaimo’s French Immersion/Programme Cadre schools. Funded Special Education enrolments in Coquitlam and Nanaimo Eight per cent of Nanaimo’s student population are designated and funded students with special needs, compared to 7% of students in Coquitlam. Nanaimo’s four alternate schools enrol almost 11% of the total of funded Special Education students, while two alternate settings in Coquitlam enrol slightly fewer than 6% of the total of designated Special Education students. These data suggest that Nanaimo has a somewhat less inclusive model, with higher proportions of students with special needs in alternate settings. Both districts have very similar ratios of elementary Special Ed enrolments (39% in Coquitlam, 41% in Nanaimo). Most of Nanaimo’s French Immersion/Programme Cadre schools do not include any students with special needs. By ranking the schools, it becomes clear that there are major differences in both districts between different school sites in terms of the ratio of Special Education enrolments to the total student enrolment in schools. Discounting the alternate settings, nine schools in both Coquitlam and Nanaimo have10% or more of their students who are designated with special needs. Others have none, and the range of designated special needs enrolment is between zero and 16% in Coquitlam and between zero and 15% in Nanaimo. There is some evidence that there is a correlation between socio-economic status and Special Education enrolment: the poorer the area, the higher the Special Education numbers. For more details of this in Nanaimo, see “Socio-economic analysis of Nanaimo-Ladysmith schools, 2002–03”, also on the Research Project web site. How do such differences between schools influence staffing, delivery models, and resources? What is the nature of teachers’ work when one in seven of all students in a school is designated as having a special need? If one in seven is designated, how many students in such a school may have additional needs but may not be designated? Do such ‘grey area’ students receive some additional support even though they generate no additional funding? How different is the role of a specialist support teacher in a school with 2% Special Education enrolment, compared to a specialist support teacher working in a school with 16% of its students designated as Special Education? Similar questions may also be asked in terms of ESL enrolment ratios. In one Nanaimo elementary school, 52% of students are designated ESL, while 45% are similarly designated at one school in Coquitlam. In contrast, 16 elementary schools in Nanaimo have 2% or fewer ESL students and 16 Coquitlam elementary schools have 7% or fewer ESL enrolments. Gifted enrolments Not surprisingly, there is far less of a spread in funded Gifted enrolments, with a range of 0–6% funded Gifted in Nanaimo, and 0–4% in Coquitlam. Nanaimo appears to have many more schools (59% of the total schools) with 1% or fewer students designated as Gifted than does Coquitlam, with only 19% of schools reporting 1% or fewer Gifted enrolments. By presenting the 1701 data in this way, the questions posed above (and likely many others) emerge from the data. We hope that some of the research project’s other data collection in a total of thirteen schools in the two districts may offer answers to some of these questions. How to do the research for your own school district By completing the following steps, any BCTF local association or interested individual or organization can produce ranked data for their own school district: What do you want to know? Define your research questions, and determine whether you need data for each school or for the district as a whole. Obtain data sources The following are sources we used to prepare this report. You may find there are other relevant sources in your district. 1701 Echo Report At the beginning of each school year, the ministry of education collects data from every school district. One of the forms used is 1701, which gathers information about Special Education and ESL enrolments by school. District staff complete this form as of September 30, and submit it to the ministry’s Data Management Unit. The ministry compiles the data and returns it to the district in the form of an “echo report”; this is the report you need to request from your school district (probably in November) to source the same data we used for Coquitlam and Nanaimo. Background information and the actual forms are available on the ministry web site at www.bced.gov.bc.ca/datacollections/. List of schools A complete listing of schools, by district, is available online at www.bced.gov.bc.ca/schoolbook/schools.pdf Be sure to keep good notes of your sources with your data, as you will need to include these in your documents. Create tables and extract data from sources Create tables with column headings like the ones we’ve used (we did this in Excel), and any others you choose for your own purposes. Fill in tables by extracting appropriate data from identified sources. Analyze data Now that you have your data you can ask your research questions and see what the information shows you. Note: the web addresses provided are current at time of writing; they will likely change over time, and you may have to do some searching to find them again.   About Us | News & Events | Publications | Advocacy & Action | Social Justice | Issues in Education © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141007,www.huffingtonpost.ca,http://www.huffingtonpost.ca/2014/09/15/bc-teachers-strike-video_n_5825916.html,B.C. Teachers' Strike Picket Hit By 'Mini Tornado' (VIDEO) View mobile site October 7, 2014 Huffpost Canada British Columbia ca Edition: ca Show/Hide Brasil BR Canada CA Deutschland DE España ES France FR Italia IT 日本 (Japan) JP 한국 (Korea) KR Maghreb MG United Kingdom UK United States US Region: BC Show/Hide All Canada Alberta British Columbia Québec (en français) Follow Newsletters Get Canada British ColumbiaNewsletters Email address Enter Email Address Huffington Post Search Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search iOS app Android app More Log in Create Account Notifications 0 $USERNAME Profile Settings Logout FRONT PAGE Politics Ford Still Doesn't Understand Racism 51 Unvetted Judge Joins Supreme Court 43 Kenney Posts Photos Of Iraqi Children To Make Case For ISIL Airstrikes 94 Clinton: Canadian Help In ISIL Fight 'Indispensable' 44 Canadians Left In A Fog Of War 42 Go to Politics More in Politics The Pulse Stephen Harper You Might Also Like US Politics UK Politics Business Porn Company Has A Raunchy Deal For Air Canada Pilots 3 Sun News Just Lost Its Main Source Of Content; What Now? 49 Canadian Cities Surprisingly Unpopular Destinations For Workers 0 This Is How You Rack Up U.S. Roaming Charges While In Canada 14 Look What China Might Actually Build 47 Go to Business More in Business Small Business Money You Might Also Like Tech TechCrunch Autoblog WorldPost Spanish Nurse First To Contract Ebola Outside West Africa 518 It's Been 3 Weeks Since Anyone's Seen Kim And Rumors Are Swirling 97 3 New Findings On ISIS Weapons That You Should Know About 39 WHO: More Cases Of Ebola In Europe Unavoidable 161 Turkish President Says Syrian Town Under Islamic State Siege Is About To Fall 235 Go to WorldPost More in WorldPost Foreign Affairs World Elections Arab Uprising Afghanistan War Syria Crisis You Might Also Like Travel Impact Living 100 Pumpkin Carvings That Will Inspire You 0 Fried Maple Leaves Are A Delicacy In Japan, And We're Jealous 6 WATCH: HuffPost Readers School Us On Toronto's Real Must-Eats 2 Toronto Dubbed Fourth Most Livable City In The World 0 33 Signs You Live In Liberty Village 1 Go to Living You Might Also Like Healthy Living Food Recipes Divorce Women Parentdish Green Post50 Weddings Style Best Halloween Costumes For Men And Women 0 Most Offensive Products In Retail 3 Canadian Model Coco Rocha Is Pregnant! 4 LOOK: Matthew McConaughey Wears 'Dazed And Confused' T-Shirt 1 Go to Style More in Style Beauty Fashion Celeb Style Entertaining and Etiquette Stylelist Canada Wedding Style Home Style You Might Also Like Style (U.S.) Weddings Stylelist Canada Entertainment '7th Heaven' Star Reportedly Confesses To Child Molestation On Tape 412 Beyonce & Nicki Minaj Are Straight Up 'Flawless' In Paris Performance 19 Jennifer Lawrence Breaks Her Silence On Nude Photo Hack 0 Kendra Wilkinson Gets Candid About Those Cheating Rumors 18 Kris Jenner Opens Up About The Late Robert Kardashian 6 Go to Entertainment You Might Also Like Music Celebrity TV Moviefone Arts The Glamorous History Of Pin-Up Like You've Never Seen It Before 3 1 Here Are A Bunch Of F*cking Delightful Artsy Cat Photos. You're Welcome. 3 This Is What It Really Looks Like To Be A Modern Day Nun 8 New Animation-Inspired Art Show Will Make You Yearn For Saturday Morning Cartoons 0 Go to Arts You Might Also Like Books Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Religion Alberta 20 Puppies Found Abandoned In Field 6 Anti-Abortion Postcard Targets Tory MP.. Again 26 Mystery 'GPO Girl' Turns Up In Calgary 3 Major Saskatchewan Train Derailment 2 Dozens Of Dead Cats Found, Another 62 Euthanized 0 Go to Alberta More in Alberta Alberta Politics Alberta Business Alison Redford Calgary Edmonton British Columbia B.C. Teen Killed By Train Was Wearing Headphones, Texting: RCMP 13 Anthem Singer's Fall Is Lesson In Showmanship 3 Pastafarian Loses B.C. Driver's Licence Over Holy Colander 0 Elderly Asian Women Attacked In Vancouver 0 Lawyers Of Convicted Surrey Six Gangsters Want Mistrial 3 Go to British Columbia More in British Columbia B.C. Politics B.C. Business Christy Clark Vancouver All Sections News Canada Politics Canada Business US Politics US Business World Media Sports Education Crime Weird News Good News Daily Finance Entertainment Entertainment Music TV Celebrity Comedy Arts Books Moviefone Life & Style Living Style Home Healthy Living Taste Weddings Travel Parents Divorce HuffPost 50 Marlo Thomas OWN Tech & Science Tech Science Green Techcrunch Engadget TUAW Joystiq Voices Impact Women Black Voices Latino Voices Gay Voices Religion College Teen Local Quebec (French) Calgary Montreal Ottawa Toronto Vancouver Winnipeg Mapquest Patch.com Our Mobile Apps: iPhone iPad HuffPost Live iPad Android Phone Android Tablet British Columbia B.C. Politics B.C. Business Christy Clark Vancouver Anthem Singer's Fall Is Lesson In Showmanship 2014-10-05 23:32:54 Pastafarian Loses B.C. Driver's Licence Over Holy Colander 2014-10-06 20:10:58 B.C. Teen Killed By Train Was Wearing Headphones, Texting: RCMP 2014-10-07 02:49:46 45 Signs You're A Vancouver Canucks Fan 2014-10-04 00:27:49 Elderly Asian Women Attacked In Vancouver 2014-10-06 17:25:49 When It Comes to Jumbo Glacier Resort, All Questions Lead Back To Powerful Minister 2014-10-06 15:46:02 Aldergrove School Playground Condemned 2014-10-06 17:50:31 Vancouver Mom Who Killed Her 2 Babies Sentenced 2014-10-07 13:46:41 LOOK: Stunning Scenes By B.C.'s October Photographer 2014-10-03 14:22:55 This Derelict Van 'Home' Costs $550/Month To Rent In B.C. 2014-10-03 16:05:46 Officer Admits Abusing Authority While Shoving Woman 2014-10-06 18:41:58 Recognize This Photo? Here's The Story Behind It 2014-10-03 16:58:41 Premier Denies Downplaying B.C. LNG Expectations 2014-10-06 20:57:52 Lawyers Of Convicted Surrey Six Gangsters Want Mistrial 2014-10-06 18:59:52 LOOK: Old Vancouver Bank's New Life 2014-10-03 17:52:32 Previous Story Next Story B.C. Teachers' Strike Picket Hit By 'Mini Tornado' (VIDEO) The Huffington Post B.C. Posted: 09/15/2014 6:30 pm EDT Updated: 09/16/2014 1:59 pm EDT Share Tweet Email Comment tumblr reddit As the two sides of the B.C. teachers' strike continue to hunker down with a mediator, Mother Nature appears to be making a statement. Teachers on the picket line outside Queen Elizabeth Secondary School in Surrey got caught in a sudden and very strong windstorm on Sept. 10. A video posted to YouTube shows the "mini tornado" whipping up papers and tossing picket signs into the air as teachers run for cover. Insert your own metaphor here. "It was the most exciting part of the day!" wrote teacher and HuffPost blogger Ashley D. Mackenzie, who took the video. "Even if it did steal a bunch of our papers and try to eat our donuts." Since the weekend, the B.C. Teachers' Federation and their employer have been in negotiations behind closed doors with mediator Vince Ready. The discussions went into the wee hours on Saturday and Sunday, leading many to hope for some movement in the months-long contract dispute. (H/T Vancouver Is Awesome) Close  B.C. Teachers' Strike 2014 of   Coquitlam teachers get information before voting on a contract deal with the province on Sept. 18, 2014. Coquitlam teachers gather to vote on the contract deal with the province on Sept. 18, 2014. Teachers celebrate news of a tentative deal in their contract dispute with the province on Sept. 16, 2014. Jim Iker, president of the B.C. Teachers' Federation, recommended members ratify the tentative deal at a news conference in Vancouver on Sept. 16, 2014. Premier Christy Clark beamed and patted Education Minister Peter Fassbender on the back as she thanked students and parents for their patience at a news conference on Sept. 16, 2014. A teacher holds a sign referring to mediator Vince Ready. Teachers in Kelowna were all smiles on Sept. 16, 2014 as they welcomed news a tentative deal was reached between their union and the province. The bargaining team and table officers of the B.C. Teachers' Federation at the Delta Hotel where a tentative deal was reached on Sept. 16, 2014. Parents rallied and marched in downtown Vancouver on Sept. 14, 2014 to support striking public teachers. Striking teachers bundle up in Fort Nelson on Sept. 12, 2014. Click here for full coverage of the contract dispute. A rally in Kamloops on Sept. 8, 2014. Executives of the B.C. Teachers' Federation thank other unions for their support. A rally in Abbotsford on Sept. 5, 2014. Hundreds rallied at Vancouver's Canada Place on Sept. 5, 2014. McGee Secondary School classrooms in Vancouver sit empty on Sept. 5, 2014 during what was supposed to be the first week of school. A reporter tries to ask a question as B.C. Premier Christy Clark and Education Minister Peter Fassbender talk about the ongoing teachers' dispute at a news conference in Vancouver on Sept. 3, 2014. B.C. Premier Christy Clark and Education Minister Peter Fassbender leave a news conference after talking about the ongoing teachers' dispute in Vancouver on Sept.3, 2014. B.C students who are missing public school because of the teachers' strike rallied in front of the Vancouver Art Gallery on Sept. 2, 2014 against the job action. Emma Jackson, 14, entering Grade 10 at Windermere Secondary School, holds a sign with purposely misspelled words. Cleo Petric-Neighbour, left, and her friend Milan Gill, both six years old and entering Grade 1 at Lord Roberts Elementary School hold signs at the Vancouver rally. Ray Stewart, a teacher from Keating Elementary Saanich School district, joins parents, teachers and politicians rallying for B.C. education dubbed "Christy's Class" during a teach-in on the B.C. Legislature lawn in Victoria, B.C., Sept. 2, 2014 during what should be the first day of classes across the province. Kids draw chalk outlines as they join with their parents, teachers and politicians rally on the B.C. Legislature lawn in Victoria, B.C., September 2, 2014 during what should be the first day of classes across the province. Teachers walk the picket line outside the Britannia Secondary and Elementary Schools in Vancouver on Tuesday, Sept. 2, 2014. Teachers man the picket line outside the Britannia Secondary and Elementary Schools in Vancouver, B.C. Tuesday, Sept. 2, 2014. B.C. Teachers' Federation (BCTF) President Jim Iker speaks to the media regarding the ongoing teachers strike outside the Britannia Secondary and Elementary Schools in Vancouver on Tuesday, Sept. 2, 2014. Terri Scott, a sub-local president in Stewart, B.C., gets an unexpected picket line visitor on Aug. 29, 2014. B.C. Education Minister Peter Fassbender speaks about the teachers' strike and confirms classes at public school will not begin as scheduled, during a news conference in Vancouver, B.C., on Sunday Aug. 31, 2014. Mediator Vince Ready arrives at exploratory talks in the B.C. teachers' dispute on Aug. 28, 2014. After two days, he walked away from the meetings, saying the two sides were still too far apart for mediation to begin. B.C. Teachers' Federation president Jim Iker listens to a reporter's question in Victoria, B.C. on Aug. 27, 2014 after a meeting with all sides in the teachers' contract dispute at the legislature in Victoria. Education Minister Peter Fassbender speaks to media in Victoria, B.C., Aug. 27, 2014. A face-to-face meeting between all sides in the strike by public school teachers was held at the legislature in Victoria. Click here for full coverage of the contract dispute. B.C. senior government negotiator Peter Cameron speaks to media in Victoria, B.C. on Aug. 27, 2014 after a meeting with all sides in the teachers' contract dispute at the legislature in Victoria. Teachers rally in Kamloops where their union was holding its summer meeting on Aug. 24, 2014. Teachers gather in Campbell River on Aug. 8, 2014. Pickets have been held every Wednesday in Vernon. The Creston Valley Teachers' Association have been picketing in August. Saanich teachers were out raising support for their cause in early August. Rally in Vanderhoof. Rally in Vanderhoof. Rally in Vanderhoof. Teachers hold signs in Fort Nelson. A picket line in Kamloops-Thompson on Aug. 7, 2014. Teachers picket in front of Conrad Elementary School in Prince Rupert on Aug. 5, 2014. Teachers picket in Creston, B.C. on July 29, 2014. Gwen Floyd, centre, and her sons Quinlan Floyd, 5, dressed as Batman and Aidan Floyd, 9, dressed as a police officer, walk the picket line with teachers Brigitte Boily, left, Matthew McBride and Olivier Salvas, far right, outside L'Ecole Bilingue Elementary School on the first day of a full-scale walkout by B.C. public school teachers in Vancouver on June 17, 2014. Dressed as a police officer Aidan Floyd, 9, left, and his brother Quinlan Floyd, 5, dressed as Batman, walk with striking teachers and their mom, Gwen Floyd outside L'Ecole Bilingue Elementary School on the first day of a full-scale walkout by B.C. public school teachers in Vancouver on June 17, 2014. From left to right, Caroline Lichimo, a Grade 1 teacher, Lyse Cote, a teacher librarian, and Ginaya Peters, who teaches French immersion to special needs students, talk while sitting on the picket line outside Lord Tennyson Elementary School on the first day of a full-scale walkout by B.C. public school teachers in Vancouver on June 17, 2014. B.C. Education Minister Peter Fassbender walks to meet reporters in Vancouver on the first day of a full-scale walkout by B.C. public school teachers. B.C. Education Minister Peter Fassbender speaks about the status of bargaining with the teachers' union on June 17, 2014. Hundreds of B.C. teachers, parents and other union supporters rallied on the lawn of the B.C. legislature on June 16, 2014 in Victoria to protest against Premier Christy Clark and the government's latest contract offer. Click here for stories on the contract dispute. B.C. Teachers' Federation head Jim Iker speaks to media on the first day of the union's full-scale walkout on June 17, 2014. Teachers walk the picket line in Fort Nelson, B.C. on the first day of the full-scale strike on June 17, 2014. Teachers walk the picket line in Fort Nelson, B.C. on June 17, 2014. Teachers walk the picket line in Burnaby, B.C. on June 17, 2014. Teachers walk the picket line in Burnaby, B.C. on June 17, 2014. A rally in support of the BCTF was held in Victoria on June 16. A rally in support of the BCTF was held in Victoria on June 16. Hundreds of teachers rally at Bill Copeland Arena in Burnaby on June 16, 2014. Hundreds of teachers rally in Burnaby on June 16, 2014. Hundreds of teachers rally in Burnaby on June 16, 2014. Hundreds of teachers rally in Burnaby on June 16, 2014. Hundreds of teachers rally in Burnaby on June 16, 2014. Hundreds of teachers rally in Burnaby on June 16, 2014. Hundreds of teachers rally in Burnaby on June 16, 2014. Students use protest signs referencing the "Harry Potter" franchise and B.C. Education Minister Peter Fassbender. A crowd rallies in front of the Vancouver office of the B.C. Public School Employers' Association on June 10, 2014. A crowd rallies in front of the Vancouver office of the B.C. Public School Employers' Association on June 10, 2014. A crowd rallies in front of the Vancouver office of the B.C. Public School Employers' Association on June 10, 2014. A crowd rallies in front of the Vancouver office of the B.C. Public School Employers' Association on June 10, 2014. A crowd rallies in front of the Vancouver office of the B.C. Public School Employers' Association on June 10, 2014. A crowd rallies in front of the Vancouver office of the B.C. Public School Employers' Association on June 10, 2014. A crowd rallies in front of the Vancouver office of the B.C. Public School Employers' Association on June 10, 2014. NDP MLA Adrian Dix addresses the crowd at a rally in front of the Vancouver office of the B.C. Public School Employers' Association on June 10, 2014. A record turnout of teachers voted on escalating job action to a full-scale strike on June 9/10, 2014. A record turnout of teachers voted on escalating job action to a full-scale strike on June 9/10, 2014. A crowd rallies in Victoria on June 10, 2014. Teachers in Vancouver eat their lunch on the street because they're locked out during their midday break. Hundreds attend a rally in Surrey, B.C. on June 7, 2014 to support teachers in their contract dispute with the province. Hundreds attend a rally in Surrey, B.C. on June 7, 2014 to support teachers in their contract dispute with the province. Hundreds attend a rally in Surrey, B.C. on June 7, 2014 to support teachers in their contract dispute with the province. Hundreds attend a rally in Surrey, B.C. on June 7, 2014 to support teachers in their contract dispute with the province. Hundreds attend a rally in Surrey, B.C. on June 7, 2014 to support teachers in their contract dispute with the province. Hundreds attend a rally in Surrey, B.C. on June 7, 2014 to support teachers in their contract dispute with the province. Hundreds attend a rally in Surrey, B.C. on June 7, 2014 to support teachers in their contract dispute with the province. Hundreds attend a rally in Surrey, B.C. on June 7, 2014 to support teachers in their contract dispute with the province. Hundreds attend a rally in Surrey, B.C. on June 7, 2014 to support teachers in their contract dispute with the province. Hundreds attend a rally in Surrey, B.C. on June 7, 2014 to support teachers in their contract dispute with the province. Parents support teachers on the picket line in Summerland on June 6, 2014. Teachers take a stand in Pemberton on June 6, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Students show their support for B.C. teachers on the steps of the Vancouver Art Gallery. Students at John Oliver Secondary School in Vancouver walked out of class on June 4, 2014 to protest being put in the middle of the contract dispute between teachers and the province. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Students at John Oliver Secondary School in Vancouver walked out of class on June 4, 2014 to protest being put in the middle of the contract dispute between teachers and the province. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Students in Campbell River walked out of class on June 4, 2014 to protest being put in the middle of the contract dispute between teachers and the province. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers rally in Comox, B.C. on June 3, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Members from the BCTF francophonie local picket outside Ecole Au Coeur De L'ile in Comox. Members of the B.C. Federation of Labour and Canadian Labour Congress gather to support teachers outside Cambie Secondary School in Richmond, B.C. on June 2, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Members of CUPE join teachers on the picket line at Mitchell Elementary in Richmond, B.C. on June 2, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Union leaders speak to media on June 2, 2014 in Richmond, B.C. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers picket in West Kelowna on June 2, 2014. B.C. Teachers' Federal president Jim Iker speaks to teachers outside Princess Margaret School in Surrey on May 29, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Striking outside the Invergarry Adult Education Centre in Surrey, B.C. on May 29, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. B.C. Teachers' Federal president Jim Iker speaks to teachers outside Invergarry Adult Education Centre in Surrey on May 29, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers wave to supporters outside Valleyview Secondary School in Kamloops on May 28, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers picket in Kamloops on May 28, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. A student shows support for teachers in Kamloops on May 28, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. A teacher pickets on horseback in 150 Mile House on May 27, 2014. A sign posted on a classroom door at Vancouver Technical Secondary School. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers rally during rush hour in Kelowna on May 27, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Kelowna teachers wore pink and rallied from the city's overpasses on May 27, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. A sign of support for B.C. teachers from a house in Kelowna. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers in Richmond pass time on the 3:30 a.m. shift on the picket line on May 27, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Students and parents left a message for teachers in Richmond on May 27, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. On the picket line with an effigy of B.C. Premier Christy Clark at Kitsilano Secondary School on May 26, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. A student from City School speaks to a teacher on the picket line in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Click here for stories on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. On the picket line at Kitsilano Secondary School on May 26, 2014. Click here for more on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. A teacher on strike at Britannia Secondary School in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Click here for more on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers stand under the sign for Templeton High School in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Click here for more on the B.C. teachers' contract dispute. Teachers on strike speak to a supporter outside Templeton Secondary School in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Ryan Tanabe, left, a teacher, and his father Rod Tanabe, a counsellor teacher at Killarney Secondary School, walk the picket line outside the school in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Click here for more on the B.C. teachers contract dispute. Teachers in the central Okanagan were part of rotating strikes on May 27, 2014. These are educators from Constable Neil Bruce Middle School in West Kelowna. Supporters of B.C. teachers rally in the Sooke School District. Surrey teachers pose with their growing pile of marking during the first day of rotating strikes. Teachers picket in New Westminster on May 26, the first day of rotating strikes in a contract dispute with the province. Grade 12 Eric Hamber Secondary student Sarah Bercic wears a T-shirt supporting B.C. teachers. Teachers picket in Penticton on May 26, the first day of rotating strikes in a contract dispute with the province. Anya Prokopeva, 8, a Grade 3 student in New Westminister, and her mom Julie Prokopeva, right, a member of the support staff at Killarney Secondary School, pass by striking teachers as they leave after walking the picket line outside the school in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Anya Prokopeva, 8, a Grade 3 student in New Westminister, uses a strike sign for shade rests as her mom Julie Prokopeva, a member of the support staff at Killarney Secondary School, walks a picket line outside the school in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. One of the earliest picket lines on the first day of the teachers' walkout was in Golden, B.C., which is in the Mountain time zone. Jim Iker, president of the B.C. Teachers' Federation, speaks to reporters on May 26, the first day of rotating strikes, at Vancouver's Charles Dickens Elementary. Jim Iker, president of the B.C. Teachers' Federation, speaks to reporters on May 26, the first day of rotating strikes, at Vancouver's Charles Dickens Elementary. Jim Iker, president of the B.C. Teachers' Federation, speaks to reporters on May 26, the first day of rotating strikes, at Vancouver's Charles Dickens Elementary. Striking teachers man a picket line outside Killarney Secondary School in Vancouver on May 26, 2014. Public school teachers across British Columbia started rotating strikes Monday, a move that will put more than half a million students out of class for one day each this week. B.C. NDP Leader John Horgan poses with teachers in the Sooke School District. A rally in Coquitlam on May 25. Premier Christy Clark's face is seen on anti-bullying T-shirts at a rally in Coquitlam. Surrey teachers at Johnston Heights Secondary rally on May 23, 2014.  Share  Tweet  ✖ Advertisement Share this ✖ close Current Slide More: Bc School Strike Bc School Strike 2014 BC Teachers Strike BC Teachers BC Politics Teacher Strike Bc Video Bc Teacher Strike Bc Teachers Strike Video B.C. Teachers Strike 2014 Bc Teacher Strike 2014 Teachers Strike BC Bc Education Teachers Strike Bc 2014 Suggest a correction Around the Web B.C. Teachers Strike 2014: Pictures, Videos, Breaking News BC teachers' strike: Rally in Maple Ridge as Christy Clark makes appearance Court case lurks behind BC teachers' dispute 'Trapped' students are tweeting their frustration over teachers' strike   Click here to view Conversations Conversations Most Popular B.C. Teen Killed By Train Was Wearing Headphones, Texting: RCMP Facebook Anthem Singer's Fall Is Lesson In Showmanship YouTube Pastafarian Loses B.C. Driver's Licence Over Holy Colander YouTube LOOK: Stunning Scenes By B.C.'s October Photographer David Chang Photography Elderly Asian Women Attacked In Vancouver Nastco via Getty Images Lawyers Of Convicted Surrey Six Gangsters Want Mistrial Darryl Dyck/CP LOOK: Old Vancouver Bank's New Life Jason Statler When It Comes to Jumbo Glacier Resort, All Questions Lead Back To Powerful Minister Caillum Smith | Flickr Vancouver Mom Who Killed Her 2 Babies Sentenced CityTV YouTube Aldergrove School Playground Condemned North Otter Elementary Facebook This Derelict Van 'Home' Costs $550/Month To Rent In B.C. Bill Everitt Petronas Threatens To Delay B.C. LNG Project By A Decade MyLoupe/UIG via Getty Images 45 Signs You're A Vancouver Canucks Fan Getty Images Intruder Dies After Being Caught By Homeowner, Neighbour Shutterstock / sculpies Recognize This Photo? Here's The Story Behind It Claude P. Dettloff/CP/National Archives of Canada Stanley Park Pedestrian Dies After Crash With Cyclist Getty Premier Denies Downplaying B.C. LNG Expectations Jonathan Hayward/CP Vancouver Is The Reason Alyssa Milano Quit TV Show Paul Archuleta via Getty Images City Of Vancouver Taking Arbutus Corridor Fight To Court Darryl Dyck/The Canadian Press Vancouver Mayor Focuses On Pipelines For Re-Election Campaign Vision Vancouver Facebook FOLLOW HUFFPOST Email Email Address Options HuffPost Daily Brief British Columbia Get top stories and blog posts emailed to me each day.. Facebook HuffPost British Columbia Twitter HuffPost Follow British Columbia Follow Google Plus HuffPost British Columbia RSS The Huffington Post British Columbia All RSS / Feeds Phone Available on the App Store Android App on Google Play Get it at Blackberry App World Search The Huffington Post Enter Search Terms Submit Search advertise log in make HuffPost your home page RSS careers FAQ user agreement privacy policy comment policy about us about our ads contact us Copyright ©2014 TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. "The Huffington Post" is a registered trademark of TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. All rights reserved. Part of HPMG News Use this form to alert a HuffPost editor about a factual or typographical error in this story. Notify message * Required * * * What kind of error is this? Choose an option Factual or typographical Comment moderation problem Rights and permissions Other * What is the correction? 0 count Describe the error here (1,000 character limit) * Type the words below so we know you are not a cyborg Sign me up for The Huffington Post's Daily Brief Thank you!)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7758,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2005 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, Number 6, April 2005 Liberal values A wealthy entrepreneur once said, "Money is a way of keeping score." It is interesting to check the score by looking at some of the financial decisions the B.C. Liberals made once they came to power in 2001. The Liberals cut taxes mainly for the wealthy and corporations. The 8,000 people with the highest income in the province receive $200 million a year, thanks to the tax cut. The Liberals increased the pay of deputy ministers by 32%. The heads of crown corporations had pay increases as high as 750%. Paying people not to work Gordon Campbell made a lot of changes at the taxpayers’ expense. The Vancouver Sun reported on July 27, 2001, that the new government had fired 170 people and spent over $9 million on severance pay. Since that report there has been at least another $3 million to pay people not to work for the government. Here are a few examples: Lecia Stewart, president of the Millenium Sky Train Project: fired; received $402,000 in severance. Jaap Tuinman, CEO of the Open Learning Agency: fired; received $430,000 in severance. Chris Haynes, former Ministry of Children and Families deputy minister: received $289,000 severance and $233,000 in accumulated vacation pay as a result of the Doug Walls scandal. Total payout: $522,000. Nick Geer, president and CEO of ICBC: forced to leave; received $477,000 in severance. Bob Smith, CEO of the Fraser Health Authority: fired; received $323,000, equivalent to one year’s salary. The Liberals have spent at least $12 million to pay people not to do their job. Cutting the pay of the people who work Although the Liberals promised not to privatize healthcare, that has been one of their major projects. Thousands of support staff jobs at hospitals have been privatized, and the pay for those jobs has been cut in half. Jobs that once paid $18 an hour are now paying between $9 and $10. The workers who did not have their jobs privatized have had their pay cut by 15%. By defying a court order to return to work, the workers stopped a retroactive wage cut and the privatization of another 6,000 jobs. The Liberals tried to compare the work performed by the Hospital Employee Union members to that of hotel staff, but concern is growing about security, rates of infections, quality of food, and the cleanliness of our hospitals. The score appears to be slightly lopsided, in favour of those who least need government support. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Foster parents are ordinary people engaged in extraordinary acts of kindness. Join the team! http://t.co/6jUkcsOp6V" @Teresa_Wat - 04:31pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/john-yap/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/,John Yap for Richmond-Steveston - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate John Yap A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond-Steveston Support John BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media John_Yap last tweet "October is #FosterFamilyMonth. Thank you #BC for opening your homes and hearts to more than 5,900 children and youth." @John_Yap - 11:14pm Follow @John_Yap John Yap last post "John with Tung Chan, newly inaugurated into the Order or B.C., and MLA Ralph Sultan." facebook/JohnYapSteveston - Jul 25th Like John Yap On May 14th 2013, John Yap was re-elected to a third term as MLA for Richmond-Steveston. He was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Liquor Policy Reform and serves on the Cabinet Committee for a Strong Economy, as well as the committee for Legislative Review. John Yap served as Minister of Advanced Education, Innovation and Technology and Minister Responsible for Multiculturalism from September 5, 2012 to March 2013. Previously, John served as the Minister of State for Climate Action and as the chair of the Government Caucus. He was also a member of the Treasury Board and the Cabinet Committee for Legislative Review. John also served on several Select Standing Committees including Public Accounts, Crown Corporations, as well as Finance and Government Services. He has also served as a member of the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. John attended the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and obtained his Masters of Business Administration. Get in touch with John Richmond - Steveston Constituency Office #115-4011 Bayview Street, Richmond, BC V7E 0A4 Phone: (604) 241-8452 Fax: (604) 241-8493 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0919 Email John Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "Eid Mubarak to all those celebrating in BC!" @bcliberals - 06:52pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/teresa-wat/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Teresa Wat for Richmond Centre - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Teresa Wat A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Richmond Centre Support Teresa BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media Teresa_Wat last tweet "Touring a natural gas drilling rig with @MLA Mike Bernier, and Brian from EnCana http://t.co/AifdJ4H07b" @Teresa_Wat - 06:01pm Follow @Teresa_Wat BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party Teresa Wat was elected to represent the riding of Richmond Centre and appointed Minister for International Trade and Minister Responsible for the Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism on June 7, 2013. She is also serves as a member of the Cabinet Committee on Strong Economy and the Priorities and Planning Committee. Teresa was the president and CEO of Mainstream Broadcasting Corporation CHMB AM1320 and has also served as the news director at Channel M Television (now OMNI TV), and previously served as a communications advisor at B.C.’s Cabinet Policy and Communications Secretariat. Wat was instrumental in the launch of the first-ever live Cantonese, Mandarin and Punjabi daily television news programs. In 2010, Wat was appointed to the Canadian Women Voters Congress Advisory Board and was appointed one of B.C.’s top 100 most influential women by the Vancouver Sun. She is also currently a board member of the school of journalism at UBC. Get in touch with Teresa Richmond Centre Constituency Office Suite 300-8120 Grandville Ave Richmond, BC V6Y 1P3 Phone: (604) 775-0754 Fax: (604) 775-0898 Victoria Office: Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 953-0910 Email Teresa Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/DidYouKnow.aspx?id=20002,Did You Know 2, October 2009  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Did You Know archives 2013–14  2012–13  2011-12    2010–11  2009–10     Home > Publications > Newsletters and Alerts > Did You Know > 2009-10 Archives Did You Know?  PDF format A bonus for a few–cuts for many Recently announced provincial cuts: reduction of minor capital grants for childcare centres elimination of annual facility grants for schools increase in MSP premiums 22% reduction in provincial funding for libraries 50% cuts to gaming grants for Parent Advisory Councils and district PACs cuts to gaming grants that fund social services, arts, and sports reduction in CommunityLINK funding for inner-city schools 14% cut to aid for post-secondary students HST will add to social-service-provider costs elimination of Early Intensive Behaviorally Intervention program (serves autistic children) elimination of provincial offices for Supported Child Development and Infant Development Programs elimination of Healthy Choices in Pregnancy initiatives (focused on reducing FASD) elimination of Books for BC Babies (provides books to every newborn in the province) Recently announced bonus for VANOC staff – $30 million No. 2, October 2009 Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2014/09/tentative-agreement-yes-or-no.html?showComment=1410934440788,Staffroom Confidential: Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, September 16, 2014 Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Despite what I know was a herculean effort on the part of our bargaining team, I very much hope that BC teachers will vote no to the tentative agreement. After five weeks of strike, and twelve years of legal battles, this is not the deal that will restore sanity to public education and it is not a fair deal for teachers and students. Just as teachers in Saskatchewan rejected a deal to ensure a better outcome, I hope BC teachers will consider a no vote to let our team know we have to go back to the bargaining table. Class size, composition The agreement provided a modified LIF fund starting at $75 million per year and increasing to $85 by the last year. It is for teachers only, which will mean a slight improvement in Districts where sizeable portions were spent on Education Assistants or senior District staff rather than teachers. However, in an average size District like Victoria (20,000 students, 1,000 teachers), this will translate into about 5-10 more teachers. That is one for every five schools. To put it in comparison, Justice Griffin's judgement estimated the lost funding due to lost class size language at about $330 million in current dollars. (Read more here about the proposed Education Fund.) I heard so many teachers speak up about the need to ensure that we do not return to over-crowded classes when the strike ends. This agreement does very little to alleviate what is the most pressing issue. Throwing away the court victory The agreement provides a "reopener" in the event we win on appeal our class size language. What this means is that the language returns, but is not implemented until new language is negotiated. Without the actual implementation of the returned language, there will be very little incentive for the government to bargain it back. We would essentially be back in the very same position we are in today, with government trying to bargain it out and us trying to bargain it back in. In my opinion, even if we were legislated back to work we would be in a superior position. If we won the appeal the government would then be forced to implement the language. We are thus throwing away our historic court victory and the bargaining pressure it potentially creates. The reopener is really only mildly less offensive than E80. In both cases, we have to bargain back what was illegally taken from our contract and the government will probably never have to restore it. In fact, the "reopener" creates the perfect opportunity for government to lock us out to try and force us to agree to something far inferior. Throwing away the remedy for the last twelve years The agreement provides $105 million to compensate for grievances over-sized classes for the last twelve years. Using Justice Griffin's estimates, our loss is roughly $300 million times 12 = over $3 billion. I cannot fathom how $105 million is a fair compromise. The BCTF's original proposal to put this money back into the system was a more fair and productive approach. This agreement means we can no longer go to the courts for a fair remedy. Wages The agreement is very close to government's original offer. While I would be willing to accept this if the class size language was returned, teachers should not be taking such a significant monetary loss without the commensurate gain in working conditions. We have lost roughly 12% of our annual salary. We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut. Minimal improvements There are very minimal improvements in preparation time for elementary teachers (10 minutes per week), and TTOC daily rate. The TTOC daily rate change may depend on your grid placement. It could actually be a wage loss for long term TTOCs who are above category 5 and step 7. There is also $11 million in health and dental benefits. At 40,000 members, this is $275 each. Hardly worth consideration in the context of the rest of the agreement. What next? There are a variety of options if we vote no. We can continue the strike. We can choose to return to work and continue bargaining. We do not, and should not, accept an agreement that doesn't meet our needs and doesn't meet the needs of students and public education. When Saskatchewan teachers rejected the first deal which had 5.5% wage increases over four years, the second deal had 7.3% increases over four years. They have said this still isn't good enough. For us, our main issue is classroom conditions. We need to say this isn't good enough. The way to do that is to vote no. Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 7:48 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 124 comments: Troy MooreSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:17 PM The EC recommendation states the open clause will be argued from restored language. However, selling our grievances for nothing as the 105 million is strike savings, is plenty of reason to vote no. Further, no composition caps, but a fund controlled by Superintendents is enough reason to vote no. Thursday I will vote no.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:06 PM Re-opener also says "education fund" in place until new language bargained, so old language can disappear forever.Delete Reply Mme RousseauSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:33 PM Government starved us to death hoping we'd vote yes to whatever deal they'd offer. Planned it from the start.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:07 PM We can sill choose (collectively) to return to work if we reject this deal. Many options.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:09 PM Great analysis, Tara! I think that returning to work would be a bad idea. This will frustrate parents more if they need to find new ways to deal with taking care fo kids. USe the money given to you by the other unions. I am a teacher who had to quit for stress over the terrible condition of work (split FI grade 4/5, several low LD kids with little support, one severe with no support, 2 gifted (no support), and a principal who expected me to teach 2 separate social studies AND science programs)Delete Reply Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 8:56 PM Good points by all but the gov't succeeded in starving my family out and completly breaking us. I will be voting YES and live to fight another dayReplyDelete Replies schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:21 PM 'Fight another day'? In the last twelve years that we have been pushing back against this government, never has the tide tide been so much with teachers, class size/composition, and public education - and never has the government been pushed back onto the ropes (especially with the call for binding arbitration). What 'other day' is being proposed that we wait for? Now is the time. Vote 'no' and give the BCTF bargaining team a renewed mandate to get a decent deal for students and teachers.Delete Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:10 PM "Another day" means to wake up and realize that 2more weeks means my family of 5 could lose our home. It means I will do all I can to recall Cc, Factbender, and other mla's, and maybe even having "a guy I know" have a chat with them. In year 1 of their reign, I don't believe they even know what "the ropes" are. I will vote YES ...for my family, and I can live with thatDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:12 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply Karen FergusonSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:03 PM Just a question: When the Saskatchewan teachers voted no, had they already been on strike for 5 weeks?ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM No. They are working with no contract. They are not on strike.Delete Shannon DavisSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:23 AM I am a Saskatchewan teacher. We are not on strike; we are currently in the conciliation process after voting "no" to 2 previous offersDelete Reply "Mama Rose"September 16, 2014 at 9:27 PM Can we truly return to work without agreeing and continue bargaining? When I suggested returning to work a few weeks ago, the answer was "being on strike puts pressure on the gov't and without pressure they have no reason to settle." And can you explain more how legislating us back would be better than agreeing to this deal? And finally, why would the BCTF executive put forward a deal that was not a good one?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:30 PM Because they need confirmation of the resolve of the membership to get something better. That is what a no vote does.Delete Reply Troylana MSeptember 16, 2014 at 9:28 PM some great points to ponder, tara......thinking thinking....ReplyDelete schreck!September 16, 2014 at 9:43 PM If we vote 'no' to the tentative deal we still have options: We'd not have a contract. But we could... a) strike with full picket lines b) partially strike with phase 1 (work-to-rule) in schools c) partially strike with periodic/rotating job action d) continue negotiating e) return to work and re-escalate strike f) some/all of the above ReplyDelete Replies Caroline MackenzieSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:21 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:14 PM a) will expedite matters (I say less that 3 days)Delete Reply danabjornsonSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:05 PM I am thinking that a legislated, crappier contract would only be in effect for 2 years max (before elections...). If we take this offer, then we will be agreeing to this pseudo-E80. Should we win the court case (which we likely will), we will have to settle on the terms of the THIS negotiated contract which doesn't actually restore learning conditions; it simply allows for those conditions to be negotiated. If we say n, then we default to the 2002 contract, which DOES restore the language. A "yes" vote is saying that we are good on "crumbs"; a "no" vote is saying we want an actual meal. That's my understanding, anyway. Please correct me where I am wrong, Tara. :)ReplyDelete Replies KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:44 PM And word is IF they legislate, they could opt to legislate back Grade 10-12 only causing the union to have to lay off all teachers and re-hire based on seniority. That will tear the union at the seams pitting teacher against teacher for those positions. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:17 PM There will be a general strike if that were to happen! They better not do this. They will regret it.Delete Reply imaginefunlearningSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:09 PM Some good points on the background of our fight over the past 12 years, which I have been actively engaged in; however we need to recognize the climate we are in. We are not in Sask. people! We have just come through a very long summer!! We need to thank our @bctf bargaining team & recognize the toll this has taken on all of us & our families. I don't have the luxury of more time on the strike line. This may be as good as it gets. Let's read the agreement and consider getting back to work and making some $ again! That's my 2 cents worth, which would come in really handy right now!!!ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:18 PM Sorry to hear this, but there is money available. Other unions have given some money for people in your situation. I hear Van City is offering loans free of %. I hope you can wait and ask for support! The BCTF should help you!Delete Reply RobSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:11 PM Go back in work to rule mode. Work this winter to recall every Liberal MLA. ThAt is the only way to apply pressure to these criminals. ReplyDelete Replies Kate RestonSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:03 PM Recall! Not sure who won the battle but the war is still onDelete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:14 AM Well said Kate... I agree 100%Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:20 PM I think say NO and a better deal will be done in less than 3 days. These guys are not criminals, they are lower than that. I bet they get a sick pleasure in hurting the kids and the teachers.Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:31 PM An official recall is in the works: https://www.facebook.com/groups/316129595235450/?fref=ts Please consider joining.Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:26 AM Leah - do you honestly think anyone who voted BC Liberal did so thinking that they would act any differently on the education file?Delete Reply JJSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:16 PM I am glad to see other members who share my views. I am outraged at a 1.2 percent "raise" in salary per year that doesn't even meet inflation of currently 2%. I feel used and abused.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:23 PM Not to mention all of the other pittance! I am actually surprised that Iker asked teachers to vote on this! Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:18 PM Hi Tara Thanks for the summary! Will we be able to vote NO to the deal, but vote YES to returning to work? Will there be three options when we vote Thursday? Why did the BCTF agree to a substandard deal for us? If we vote no to a deal that was recommended to us, the teachers look like the bad guys and public approval will plummet. I am very disappointed and frustratedReplyDelete Replies KataSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:12 AM Public approval will not necessarily plummet. I have seen strikes where the membership has voted against the executive's "best results to date", and ended up with a better offer. This offer is an insult. The $300 million will not bring funding to the national average (I believe). More importantly, the wage offer is half of the average wage increase for public and private workers (StatsCan). Delete Reply MontySeptember 16, 2014 at 10:19 PM Thank you, Tara. My thoughts too, more clearly expressed. As well, Thursday is too soon to vote, too soon to vote, too soon to vote........ReplyDelete Richard ChalkeSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:21 PM Vote no and lose every shred of public support...just sayin!ReplyDelete Replies UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:31 AM I am a member of the public and would support a "no" vote. js!.Delete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:01 AM Richard Chalke, NO you won't! I am a mother with 3 adopted special needs children who need to be in a class that is designed for them and others like them (my kids are academically slightly delayed but their issues are more social and behavioural) where they can receive the education they deserve taught in a way they can comprehend. I will speak now for all the parents I know, and we will support the teacher's if they continue to fight for our children's best interest.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:28 PM It might not be pretty at first, but once we explain things (and I hope the Mandarin-speaking teachers flood the Richmond organization that voiced their concerns), they will back us. The 3 billions that the judge came to is the first I hear about. This should be stated to every newsmedia comment section in the province. Minimize pickets and flood those outlets with commenters, just like the Liberals do. Delete LeahSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:45 PM I am a member of the public and a single Mother of a child in the public school system. You will NOT lose one bit of my support if you vote no. I know that you are sacrificing so that my child can have a better education, and I am most grateful for it. Having said that, I also know that you are exhausted and broke. I have been dreading that you may have to settle for less than what you (we) deserve because the government succeeded in breaking you. I am not in your shoes, so cannot judge. If the vote is a yes, I understand and I am still behind you. Delete Reply Alison RocheSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:25 PM It is a crap deal. It's always a crap deal. Once you raise the stakes to striking, anything else is a cave in. The last time we walked out was the 3 day illegal strike where I threw away 1200$ and got EXACTLY the same contract I had the year before. The BCTF called it a win because they didn't rip up MORE of my contract. Ridiculous. There are a few of us that believe that working to contract, doing 100% of your teaching job and nothing more (like paying for supplies out of your own pocket or EC) is the only way teachers will survive this government. What if they get re-elected again? Then what? Teachers have lost thousands to these clowns to make "statements" about the state of public education in this province. We can't keep sacrificing ourselves and our families. And in the meantime, you talk to parents about why you have to take this crappy road. Because up until this strike they mostly didn't care about the state of education, but god forbid you didn't run a Sports Day. Then suddenly they wanted to know what the hell was going on. Keep the conversation going in schools. Attend your PAC meetings and stop enabling this govt to underfund and overwork the system. And still get paid!ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:20 AM I am very excited at the prospect of returning to my beloved job on Friday. However I will NOT continue to put my personal money into my classroom and I will be seriously reconsidering my involvement in extra curriculars. I think we shoot ourselves in the foot with all the unpaid work we so willingly volunteer to do. Delete Reply FCSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:38 PM I heard a rumour last week from a loose lipped government insider that after the 22nd, depending on the outcome of the negotiations the Liberals were going to announce a 3 step process. I was not clear if this was based on 3 steps to resolve the strike (perhaps the 3rd step is legislation??) or 3 steps to overhaul the education system, either way, they will settle it outright. I wish you all luck and all the information that you need to make a sound decision of what you feel is best.ReplyDelete Replies Lisa BurrowsSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:53 PM I have heard similar rumours. On the 23rd, the gov. was planning on introducing a $6000 per year voucher system for 3 choices: an academic or trades program, or something called EducationCanada. Not clear whether their intention was to privatize the public system, de-certify teachers and hire them back under new wage/benefits. Not clear where these rumours originated from. Maybe fear tactics to get teachers to vote yes. In any event, I plan on voting yes. I signed up to be a teacher, not a martyr. This strike has cost us a lot. We need to regain our livelihood and hopefully continue the conversation about class composition. We have at least awakened many people to the issue, and the court case is still an avenue that could eventually improve teaching and learning conditions.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:33 PM I urge all teachers to fight and say NO to this deal. Retired teacher who had to retire because horrendous work conditions. Make me proud. They will not last long if you say NO! I know this is tough, but there is money and I hear that Van City does offer loan at low to 0 %. Banks do allow you to miss a mortgage payment. Go talki to your banker.Delete Reply KathleenSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:39 PM Will school districts require teachers to make up missed days, as suggested in the media? Will the school calendar be changing to make up for the missed three weeks and if so will we be made aware of those changes PRIOR to the vote? ReplyDelete KaryneSeptember 16, 2014 at 10:41 PM "Wages..... We will not make that back in the term of the contract. With inflation now running at 2% per annum, this salary agreement is a pay cut." And that is the cost of going on strike!!! There is nothing that can be done about that. You cannot go on strike and put up the raise you want every week to compensate for your time on strike - it doesn't work that way.ReplyDelete Replies Drew StevensonSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:59 AM I believe the missing "..." Suggests that they meant to refer to the losses against inflation since the last wage step increase. Thus this contract does not allow us to recover the buying power lost to inflation since the last non contract or "0%" year. Add those up and compare against the proposed increase and you see that by the end of the contract, we won't be able to afford the same value of goods (loaves of bread, watts of energy, litres of gas) that we could at the end of the last contracts term. It was not a comment about wages that were lost in the strike. Those are really small potatoes when compared to the grinding power of inflation over years and years. The next contract will use this latest for a bench mark so these losses to inflation will grind at all teachers for as long as they teach. A death of a thousand cuts to our ability to afford basic goods and services. Any raise less than inflation is a cut to the value placed on us and on our ability to pay our bills. Delete Reply Ed SSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:09 PM Having lost $20,000 (including summer school wages) as the single income for a family of five is far too much; I will be voting YES to the deal, unless the independently wealthy teachers out there who wish to continue the strike will pay my bills and mortgage for me.ReplyDelete Replies Bart VanStaalduinenSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:14 PM I feel ya. Yes for meDelete KellySeptember 17, 2014 at 9:18 AM Ed S. With all due respect (and I mean that), how did you lose $20,000 in the strike? Teachers were out 2 weeks (all out) before they were supposed to be in June, and now 3 weeks for the start of school? It is my understanding that teachers don't get paid through the summer months. Please correct me if I'm wrong, wherever I'm wrong. Shouldn't you have been financially alright for the summer months at least? Also all teachers knew this strike had a possibility of extending into the new school year but no one teacher budgeted for this possibility? I'm truly just trying to get a clear picture of where this all stems. NO disrespect intended.Delete BlairSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:12 AM Kelly, not Ed but if you look at the numbers there was the 10% lockout haircut in May/June plus the loss of most of June and the loss of much of September. In our 1 teacher (1 non) household we calculated a $9 K - $10 K loss so far. If you add summer school earnings you can easily make the loss in the $20 k zone. As for budgeting, we budget for the summer, but did not expect the 10% haircut, nor the loss of June/Sept days which completely messed our budgeting calculations. A very good friend (single teaching mother) was crushed by the loss of the June income and is without a penny today.Delete Mr. SmoothSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:35 PM The only one who didn't get a haircut was Jim Iker... and he needs one more than anyone else. What's with that over-coiffed 70"s mullet Jim? Does wonders for the BCTF brand image!Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:55 PM Jim's hair is not open for discussion in a respectful space like this. As for his salary, he is a teacher who does not get paid when we are on strike.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:04 PM Totally agree!Delete Reply Mr. GSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:24 PM If I thought they could do any better I would agree with voting NO, but you have to be realistic. The BCTF does not use professionals to bargain and always ends up with much less than they promise the membership when asking for a strike vote. While this is not a great deal for teachers, I really think you're fooling yourself if you think it'll get any better.ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:02 AM BCTF needs to be replaced with younger more adept representatives and advocates. Also, we should be hiring professional contract negotiators - you don't go into battle with cut throat corporate types with a wooden knife. Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:37 PM This is BAD deal! Say NO to it and show those (expletives) that we will not take it anymore! Come on! Show them that teachers have a spine! They will respect us, oddly!Delete Reply retaSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:51 PM I agree with Richard. Those in the public that are uniformed would be furious, and there are many teachers who just can't afford to use their wages as their voice any longer - too much has already been donated to the government. In my opinion, the deal is pretty lame. I am sitting on the fence.ReplyDelete Replies GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:24 AM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete GalSmileySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:26 AM So true!!! I cannot afford to fight this battle for public education any longer. Why is this my personal and professional obligation??? However I think this deal is weak weak weak. I also think its the best we are going to get. Ideologically I'm on the fence but my wallet will vote YES.Delete Reply SirThinksToo MuchSeptember 16, 2014 at 11:54 PM My wife and I will be voting "Yes" on Thursday for it is the middle path. The easy path would have been for us to go back to school with E-80 & E-81 over our heads. The difficult path would be for us to vote "No" and put our mortgage at risk and having to continue asking retired parents for handouts to feed a family with three kids. The middle path is the wisest choice for us considering the current political climate in which those who do not teach are the quickest to judge it harshly.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:41 PM I understand that this is really tough for you! I almost died teaching a few month ago. I had to quit. Please consider holding on and say no. Remember the short loss in salary will be offset in the LONG-RUn by better salary increase. This is a joke! They will be laughing at you even more if we accept this. This is a very bad deal! However, I do respect your position!Delete Reply DaleSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:16 AM Why would classroom conditions be better on October 9th after being legislated back? We have been outplayed because of our stubborn refusal to outdated, tired old tactics. It is because of these actions that have led us to this terrible deal. Time to reset, regroup and stock up for the long haul. Can't do it if half the members commit hara kiri on themselves. We are a union of professionals not a cult. ReplyDelete Replies Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:49 AM Could not agree more.Delete schreck!September 17, 2014 at 9:44 AM Could you please advise which tactics you believe could have been used to secure a superior deal?Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:47 AM Full disclosure: I'm a BC Liberal supporter. The only people who would benefit from a NO vote are the BC Liberals. Teachers would be bargaining with no leverage whatsoever and would be viewed by a large segment of the population as unreasonable. The BC Liberals then get portray themselves as the only party capable of dealing with the BCTF. schreck! says that the BCTF has the government on the ropes, but he couldn't be farther from the truth. The government wants people to view the BCTF as their primary opponent. Disputes like this just shore up the BC Liberal base and protect its right flank. Any half-baked recall campaign will only reinforce that. It's true teachers aren't going to recoup the lost wages from the strike. I would suggest to you that that means this job action was probably not in teachers' interests, especially without any sort of appreciable strike fund. This is the best deal teachers were ever going to get with this government and people should have been able to recognize that in June. If you want my advice (which you probably don't), it would be to spend the next 5 years building up a strike fund, electing better leaders, and hiring a professional negotiating team. Don't bring a knife to a gunfight and expect things to go well. Focus on getting the best deal you can from whoever the government is rather than trying to change the government, the HST, Kinder Morgan or a thousand different issues that distract from education and erode the union's finances further. You'd be doing yourself a favour, and probably doing the NDP a favour at the same time. Also, if schreck! is David Schreck, you can thank his opposition to STV for the last two BC Liberal majorities. I know I do.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:11 PM One step would be to stop making political contributions to the NDP. This only contributes to the childish animosity and lack of trust that has constantly characterized negotiations. How else can the Socreds/Liberals view teachers except as enemies when they so publicly support their opponents. This stupid confrontational immature approach has to STOP!!!!! Education should not be a political fight when it is so obviously a valuable benefit to our society. It was an NDP government that legislated teachers back to work in 1993. Stop making education a political fight.Delete RyanSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:10 PM I don't think they have to go that far. CUPE and the Nurses still contribute to the NDP yet they don't have the same acrimonious relationship. CUPE and the Nurses just make their members their priority, and broader advocacy second.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:55 PM Ryan (possibly a Liberal paid commenter), with all due respect, I disagree with you. The cumulative increase in lieu of this will be better. Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can. I say to Iker, ask for 6% over 3 years because these people love to play the 15% over 15 year game to make it so big on the surface. Some people think that this is 15% every year. Believe me! I have seen it in comment sections. Others believe that the 15% is too high not understanding that they must divide things over the duration of the contract. It is time that we play it smarter. It is time to put the foot down and ask for money given to us by other unions, if it is needed. Banks can accept one late mortgage payment. It would be suicidal for them to not help. Imagine the possible damage if that ever leaks out. They could lose a lot in teacher money. I for one would pull my money out of a bank in support! Teachers are going to show this government that we have a spine! Enough is enough! Aren't you tired of being treated like kids? (Retired teacher who almost died in a car accident because of work conditions that were horrendous. I had to quit.)Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 AM Not paid by the BC Liberals. I pay them actually... :/ I imagine astroturfers of any affiliation wouldn't disclose their bias. "Give teachers time in the media and blogs to expose the joke that this contract is. We can win the public opinion battle. We have 40,000 teachers who can." How did that work in May 2013? If the teachers reject a contract that their own union endorsed, it will make teachers seem unreasonable. Whether that perception is true or fair is irrelevant. It's what will happen, and teachers will be weaker as a result. Take my advice. Build up a strike fund and focus on the internal governance of the BCTF for the next 6 years. You'll be better off for it. Or not. I don't mind you or others making it easier for the party I support to get elected. I'd just rather not see kids and teachers hurt in the process.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:37 AM Ah! The "don't-hurt-kids" card, hey, when you have underfunded education for 12 years! WOW! That takes the cake! Are your trolling? Oh! You are serious? :) Would you be surprised if I don't follow your advice, considering your lack of logic? Would you be surprised if others don't follow your advice? It is ttue that bullies like you and your ilks love to show who is the boss, who is the teacher now! I suspect that is at the root of the problem! No one wants to fail in school! No one wants to get the strap! Sad that today's teachers don't like it too! But, who cares, we are ... teachers! We deserve it! BAH! BAH! BAH!Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:22 PM That's fine. I look forward to another 16 years of BC Liberal government.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:41 PM 16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate! Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan! Sociopaths do that!Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 9:35 AM "16 years! AHAHA! Dreaming! You might be lucky if you can hold on to yur head at this rate!" 16 years of our opponents still don't understand why they lost. Like I said, that's fine with me. If I said the Liberals would be in power for at least another 13 years back in 2004 you probably would have laughed too. Heck, if I told you on May 13 last year that the BC Liberals would be reelected on May 14 you'd probably have laughed too. And you were wrong. Why is that? Answer that question if you want the NDP to win the next election. Without a correct answer to it, the NDP's cause is hopeless. "Funny you don't address your flawed statements, Ryan!" You feel they are flawed, and that's fine. I don't go around calling people who disagree with me sociopaths, nor do I accuse them of being paid shills. But I also don't feel much need to address your ad hominems. There are logical arguments to support your position, but argumentum ad hominem is not one of them. It's a textbook logical fallacy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 1:15 PM Ah! Now I get it! It is all ego-based! You think because you voted the winning party that you are a winner and we are losers! You think because you predicted that the Liberals would win, you are winner. That does not make YOU a winner or the Liberals! It is called DEMOGRAPHICS, you expletives. The baby boomers are getting old and because they have more assets and won't make a whole lot more for too long, they need to vote a govn't who is going to do just that! It is not rocket science! WOW! You think you are so superior when your party stole an election with 47% of the popular vote. That's not a majority and your party should not have been elected. BTW, did you delete from your ethical memory the words Ethnic voting scandal? The field is slanted and you know it. However, you are so willing to minimize, forget the scams and bad fairplay tactics like a sociopath is allowed to minimize or ignore his or victims emotions that you don't see that you are the loser, we are the victim of your constant bullying. 1% wage increases after years of 0% increases and you can justify that when Yahoo reports that the average Canadian can hope to get 2.5% this and next year: https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html You Liberals behave like fascists, but we can't call you that because that's not allowed! Well! Guess what? It is and you are. Live with it! You keep on dreaming you are a genius! :) I am retired, getting soon a nice pension, and laughing at you from a beach somewhere! AHAHA! Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?Delete RyanSeptember 19, 2014 at 2:14 PM What's with the name calling Peter? For someone claiming to be retired you really don't show the wisdom of age. For someone who talks about logic, you use logical fallacies like ad hominems a lot too. It's a fair point that the BC Liberals didn't get a majority of the vote (and I'm a very big supporter of electoral reform). The BC Liberals + Conservatives did though, and I don't think it's realistic to expect the BC Conservatives to have been more generous had they been part of government. Last time I checked I just voted. I didn't "victimize" anyone. Perhaps your rage is misplaced. If you think the election was "stolen" I'm afraid I have to question your grasp on reality though. "Hope you like the rain! Who is laughing now? WHo is the genius now?" I'm glad you'll have a pleasant retirement Peter. I have no ill will towards you. I'm not sure why you think I do. I'm not saying people were *right* to vote BC Liberal. That's a matter of opinion. All I'm saying is people *did* vote BC Liberal. More voted BC Liberal than BC NDP for the last 5 elections in a row actually. You need to understand why that happened in order to change it for the next election. Clearly you're not interested in that though. Which is fair enough. Just remember next time you're upset about something the BC Liberals do that your lack of interest is part of why the BC Liberals get elected at all.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 19, 2014 at 3:23 PM I love your culture --or the lack of thereof! Guess what, stop thinking averybody is white and must follow your little rules. Namecalling? Sociopath? Whaaaat? And, what if you are? Still can't call you that? :) You fascist right-wingers are big on censorship! I just don't like you giving us lessons on how to get the NDP in. As stated, people are voting right of the NDP because it is a matter of demographics and a little ethnic vote buying on the side. The rest is mumbo jombo. Yes, of course, they will have to go on strike in the future and yes they will have to build a strike fund. The Liberals stole that from the BCTF too! And, you wonder why I don't have any respect for them? Yes, electoral reform is needed! We agree!Delete Reply JJ GeorgeSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:46 AM As a parent, I support the teachers and respect whether they choose to vote yes or no. However I noticed a discrepancy here from other information I've read regarding prep time for elementary teachers. Here it states minimal improvement to prep time - only 10 minutes per week being added. Elsewhere I read that it is 100 minutes per week for prep, increasing by an additional 10 minutes in the final year. That is a significant difference, and worth noting. Or have I completely misunderstood?ReplyDelete Replies Anne-MarieSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:59 AM Elementary teachers currently have 90 minutes of preparation time per week so an increase to 100 minutes per week is only gaining 10 minutes. In other provinces and some private schools they have as much as 45 minutes of prep time per day.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:56 PM Thank you for inquiring!Delete DW ZSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:57 PM You're right JJ George. There is a significant difference around the province regarding preparation times. In my district elementary teachers currently get 100 minutes of prep time. This new proposal is useless to me. I'll have to wait 6 years to gain an extra 10 minutes. Delete Reply UnknownSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:11 AM Almost nobody gets cost of living adjustments. Also inflation is NOT 2%. Do some research and look at the CPI for BC over the last 24 months. The average over the last 2 years is 0.7%, not 2%. The CPI changes every month so you cant just look at the highest month and declare that THE inflation rate. Check out the 12 month averages document for the actual numbers. http://www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/StatisticsBySubject/Economy/ConsumerPriceIndex.aspx All that being said I support the teachers. if you think this is a bad deal as a parent my dream would be for the teachers to vote no but continue bargaining because I do think the kids need to be in school and I do fear that the teachers will lose all support if the strike continues. All I ask as a parent is that you do your own research and try not to be swayed by all the opinions. ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:01 AM Inflation for August was 2.1% (http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/economy/cpi-report-expected-to-reveal-rise-in-canadas-core-inflation-rate/article20593943/). The CPI is a year-over-year calculation.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:43 AM Inflation should be looked at as a yearly average, not an individual month.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:34 PM The lawyers do not believe we have compromised our court deal. Our leadership would not have sold us out. We dodged a bullet. The Premier had something loaded even if we are not sure what it was. The idea that we could simply return to work is not guaranteed. I think a no vote could easily lead to the Liberals locking us out again because the Premier wants to crush us and she will use any excuse. She did not want to take the advice of her people and do this deal. I am certain a plan for drastic action (where we have to take the concessions they had planned) or worse - was in place. We can't guarantee the press will do any better job explaining the complexities should we say no. They rarely sided with us in markets outside of Vancouver where people are more political and they often misled or allowed others to mislead. They are not helping and would sensationalize. This would see dissolution of support very quickly - especially if we asked for wages. (Though admittedly it angers me that we can't ask for wages without being accused of being greedy when that is what most bargaining units do). But we have argued this is about kids and while this is not ideal - it is better to have teachers than not. The deal does suck in that it does not bring us to par - but this fight needs to be won with a strategy that is political and capacity will do that in another round. We have some support - but it is limited to the choir. We need to have the pews too. We need to build that capacity while working and continue to find allies because the fight is bigger than most people want to consider. This is about ideology and about privatization. Education always was political but never more so than now and we have to fight this party or the conservatives who would do the same or worse. No teacher who is responsible can ignore the politics any longer. That is simply the truth. If you work in the system you better get informed and you better be prepared to fight until retirement for the system. That said, I want to ask the same question others are asking: Why is this the job of 42,000 teachers and not the job of all citizens who want equality to fight for this right? It is time (while the conversation is still on-going and up to and including election night) for us to guide the public where we can but mainly play our part by not propping the system up. Make poverty known. Make noise about shortfalls, ask questions (in the media or in board offices ) about who is going to fix it instead of paying ourselves, volunteer some but wait for the pubic to step up so they see what schools lack. I hate the deal too. But I trust Vince Ready and Iker and I don't think we could have done better right now. I think we dodged a bullet because I have read everything this government has put out and followed the trail. They plan to privatize and they are just looking for the route. Voting YES for now does not mean we are giving up. It does not mean a win in the way we wanted but we have won a battle that will lead to us winning the war. If we don't rest up and stock up we might not get there.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:57 PM Well, if it is bigger than just this battle, then we will need ALL the unions to strike if they do indeed use drastic (draconian) measures. I say it is time for ALL of the unions to call a general strike. I guarantee that they will not like that one bit. What will they do then? Call the army? :) People in Europe, at the end of the 19th century stood up in mines. General strikes do occur in Europe and have. If you think you had it tough, think of them who stood tall for US in tougher times and conditions. Make sacrifices. Sell furniture. Tutor on the side. Ask for the BCTF money. Ask your banker to help. As friends and relatives. If we say NO, it won't last long. If they legislate us back, let's call a general province-wide strike of all unions. Delete Reply Sarah TunesSeptember 17, 2014 at 7:47 AM Between CC's smug smile as she celebrates slaughtered teachers and Jim Iker's goofy grin - seemingly unaware that he has been a willing puppet, I am thoroughly disgusted. Over the next 5 years, teachers will be in an increasingly bad situation financially, classrooms will continue to be too large and complex with increasing medical, social and environmental issues impacting academic delivery. It could not be less obvious that things will continue to worsen. The Liberals have ensured that BC is rapidly becoming the Canadian Monaco for rich off shore interests and wealthy corporations. Soon the underpaid "workers" will have to be bussed in daily to Vancouver - Asian style. The only recourse is to move to just about any other province and bring in up to $100,000 more over the six years with much less cost of living. So we are bailing, encouraged by friends who have gotten positions in Manitoba and Alberta. My colleagues and I discovered through contacting several school boards across Canada that specialist (special needs and behavioural) and secondary science teachers are in particular demand. I want to work in a professional, respectful environment where the needs of all children are considered a priority and where I feel inspired to do my best. However, I want my vote to reflect the wishes of teachers who will be here over the next 6 (5) years, so very much appreciate your blog and opportunity to read the comments.ReplyDelete Bert SlaterSeptember 17, 2014 at 8:11 AM To vote YES will throw away 12 years of effort, and 2 victories in BC Supreme Court. To vote YES will be to snatch defeat from the jaws of victory. If you vote YES what bargaining power do you think you will have - the government will do nothing, and then what do you think you will do - take job action? PLEASE VOTE NO.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 5:59 PM Time to show you have a spine!Delete Reply RodSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:06 AM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Cool HandSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 AM Wouldn't a 'No' vote be a vote of no confidence in the BCTF itself?ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:02 AM Not at all. It is just a message to the leadership we need to do better. The strength of the union is the members, and we support the leadership by giving them direction through democratic means.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:40 PM I disagree. How else can a recommendation by the EC to vote yes be interpreted? Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:00 PM I am sure people will interpret this both ways, but it is a vote. If it is supposed to be a "Yes", because it might be interpreted one way, then why bother having a vote?Delete Kate TSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:07 AM Yes , it would be. I don't think we could come out much better than this with this government. How will a No obtain that? Christy will be happy, she can declare the BCTF gone and roll out her plan to privatize. Delete Reply David DeSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:06 AM A no vote would be a rejection of a the court victories defied by the government and an inadequate deal containing some vague promises that won't meet the needs of teachers or students on class size and other important issues.In Ontario elementary teachers get 200 minutes of prep time per 5 day cycle. I know there is financial hardship, but the union has received close to $2 million in donations from other unions; is there no way of accessing hardship funds? At minimum, vote no and return to work on work to rule with various strike options.ReplyDelete Erica JonesSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:25 AM This article actually makes me so mad. It is NOT better for the kids that they have missed almost all of june and all of september. This is what you signed up for in BC as a teacher. Get on board or GET OUT.ReplyDelete Replies AnonymousSeptember 17, 2014 at 3:20 PM Is this really what teachers signed up for? At my high school, each class has about 30 kids, with an average of 17 kids per classroom with an identified learning disability. Our district says that there should be no more than 4 kids per classroom.. How do you expect non-specialist teachers to help each student when over half of them require more resources because of a learning disability? Furthermore, are you generalizing the "better-ness" to all the kids in BC? Because I don't think that it would be better if kids went back considering the learning environment isn't up to par. There are barely any Education Assistants, and support teachers for the multitude of children who need them. While I recognize and appreciate your enthusiasm for education, please realize that the public school system isn't a daycare. Also, please think about your words and the learning environment prior to speaking out. By the way, we're not an autocracy.Delete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:08 PM I can understand your frustration! Understand mine! I almost died at 7:30 pm one night returning from teaching a FI split class with several students who did not get enough support or no support at all. The principal expressed to me that he expected me to teach 2 different social studies programs and 2 different science programs. ANYONE I talked to knows that this is impossible to do, especially in French Immersion when kids get no support at home and books are often too hard for students to read. I had to quit my job. I did it for me and did it for the kids. I was like a surgeon who is asked to operate on 5 patients with an old scalpel with 2 inexperienced nurses. Predictably, 4 patients would die and I would be reprimanded! Teachers are put in terrible conditions and kids too. I hope you have the openmind to consider the reality of this honest personal anecdote. I also wish you to understand that this is likely not an isolated incident. What will it take? A kid to commit suicide because he or she is not getitng enough support?Delete Reply hilarySeptember 17, 2014 at 10:29 AM It is incorrect to equate lost funding with what the teachers would have received in grievances. The two are not equivalent. The starting position of the BCTF was $225M, so they never expected $3B to resolve grievances. I'm also interested to know where you get your figures on overcrowded classrooms. A recent Globe and Mail article says that classrooms are, on average, smaller than the caps set in 2002.ReplyDelete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 11:36 AM The signing bonus should be roughly $2500 each: 105 million divided by 41 thousand.ReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:53 AM It is not that simple. The $105 million is to be allocated by the union. The term "signing bonus" has been crossed off on the signed document. Some of that money may be used to pay union debts. Don't know this but clarification would be useful.Delete Phil CowleySeptember 17, 2014 at 12:16 PM Just quoting from the CBC news website, "And finally there are details of $105-million fund to settle grievances stemming from the ongoing court case. The BCTF says that money will be given out as a signing bonus, with specific amount yet to be determined."Delete RyanSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:34 AM I think it would be smart to put at least part of it into your strike fund.Delete Reply WheelsSeptember 17, 2014 at 11:55 AM If the money is used as a signing bonus, it should be based on FTEReplyDelete Replies Mark McLarenSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:12 PM Yes I am sure it will be based on FTE. The question is how much of the $105 Million is actually distributed. This is up to the union, and I am told that it is yet to be decided.Delete GuruSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:44 PM And don't forget all the retired teachers who are entitled to a share of it.Delete Reply Geoff OrmeSeptember 17, 2014 at 12:18 PM In another discussion of this someone suggested that under BC Labour Law a no vote means rejection of the proposed deal, and that means the strike continues until either: - the union in question elects to stand down - another tentative deal is presented or - the government imposes a legislated contract. I think the last of these is the most likely, and I believe the legislated contract would be draconian and brutal. What do you think, Tara? Also, I would appreciate your thoughts on Sandy Garossino's comments at https://storify.com/Garossino/should-teachers-accept-the-contractReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:14 PM If this is so, in a few month (likely a couple of years), teachers will win so much more with a Supreme Court judgment! It is possible that the Liberals know that the higher courts are stacked by Liberal judges (that is what happen when judges are chosen, not elected). In any case, a negative settlement (or not a great judgment) will galvinize the public to reform the way the Supreme court judges are being chosen. I doubt that any govn't will want that to happen. A legislated contract will make the LIbs look like sociopaths and dictators.Delete Shelley van ErpSeptember 17, 2014 at 10:47 PM Peter I think you are expecting far too much from the public, many of whom are only paying attention to this matter due to kids being home from school. The public are not remotely this savvy on the political process.Delete Reply IslanderSeptember 17, 2014 at 1:09 PM I am a continuing education teacher. We have it even worse and we are not listened to enough about our poor conditions. Those include no prep time (and we do have to mark and do report cards many times a year sometimes and commonly for 30 students in a class), travelling to different schools with no compensation, and having next to no breaks in between 3 hour classes. I worked for two years with no lunch break and taught 6 hours straight (just 15 min. breaks) to be told, "don't complain since there are others who will do it". We then got 15 min. breaks in between classes. Most of our students are wealthy immigrants, many who try to stay in classes as long as possible since the classes are free. After spending a year in Germany, I realize how better organized it is where the immigrants pay to learn the language on a sliding scale, and have to pay for a student book as well for each class. We do not even have text books, but photocopy so much at tax payers' expense. This is not right. I then teach summer school since we were not on a 12 month continual salary and most of those students are also immigrants (at least 75%). This is also free and it is becoming so common and the new immigrants know this is free babysitting and tutoring. I think one main problem is that we have so many new immigrants in our classes who need ESL like this article states about our inclusion style of education nowadays: http://www.vancouversun.com/life/Shelley+Fralic+trouble+with+schools/10203596/story.html I am honored to be teaching and like my job, but it does get exhausting especially since I need two or three jobs to pay the mortgage that I now no longer have.. back to renting since it all I can afford in this city that has become so expensive. And many don't realize that it is very very difficult to get to full time work as a teacher here. There was a formula that made it take about 10 years to get to f/t (now finally changed). I have been without pay for 3 months, and now had to finally rent a place in anticipation of returning to work, so I have to vote "yes", but please keep the comments coming for what alternatives we have. Maybe we have to just educate the public in a better way than picketing; maybe get out and walk around malls and talk to people and hand out pamphlets on how this liberal government is hurting this. Most Asians (probably just the new who are from such a different system) are already against the teachers since they do not seem to understand what is going on. http://www.vancouversun.com/Business/asia-pacific/Chuck+Chiang+Many+Asian+families+place+blame/10202757/story.htmlReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:17 PM First of all, myn thoughts are with you! I think your ideas about using different strategies is smart. Picketing is not a very good strategy to let people know about things. I think using the membership to flood media comment sections would be more effective. Going to talk to the public might be a good idea along with this, I think. Phone the BCTF and ask for support.Delete Reply Marsha HolleySeptember 17, 2014 at 1:36 PM A teachers wife Vote no you have come to far to back down. It is a -----Y DEAL. ReplyDelete Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 6:45 PM Ask yourself WHY teachers cannot get 1/2 of the average increase in salary of the private sector? (The Libs will tell you because there are sooooooo many teachers, but I also hear that there are provinces where there is a need for teachers!) TORONTO - A new study says that Canadians, on average, can expect about the same size salary increase next year as in 2014. Human resources consultants Pal Benefits says a survey of 401 organizations, mainly in Ontario, Alberta and British Columbia, projected salary increase for 2015 at an average of 2.79 per cent. That was almost unchanged from the 2.74 per cent average increase projected in last year's survey. Meanwhile, in addition to the average salary increase remaining relatively steady year over year, the survey found that the percentage of employers who plan to freeze salaries appears to have stabilized at eight per cent —in the same percentages as was projected in 2014. Breaking down the numbers further, the survey found the average salary increase anticipated in the engineering, financial services and high technology sectors was three per cent. That compared with an average of 2.5 per cent on the low end for organizations in durable manufacturing. https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.htmlReplyDelete "Mama Rose"September 17, 2014 at 9:12 PM I used to agree with you, Tara, and appreciate you bringing these items to your blog to get us all thinking. But after a very long night and day of research and discussion, I realize I will be voting yes tomorrow. Here is why: I don't care about salary or benefit increases. That is not why I went on strike. I don't care if this tentative deal is not good for teachers. That's not why I went on strike either. For me, the single most important issue is class size and composition. I want to work in a classroom where I have enough time and resources available to me to adequately help all the students I teach. And while it is true that this tentative deal will not change anything in the classrooms right now (or at least most of our classrooms), I realized that we couldn't actually make changes in that area because the issues of cs and c is before the courts. When I made that connection and realized that this round of bargaining was really about a "good enough" agreement regarding wages, then the deal seems, well... good enough. BUT, the best part, is the language the BCTF legal team made around the furture court decision (the re-opener). They have it in writing that if we win the court case (which is likely) and when we have to start bargaining class size and comp again (that is exactly what Justice Susan Griffin said we would have to do) we will be STARTING from the 2002 levels. To make this simple to understand, I explained it to my friends using a number line. With this new language, the BCTF starts the next round of bargaining at say a 50. The government will want us to go to 10 or 15, and we'll compromise and end up maybe 25. But WITHOUT that language, we would have started bargaining at a 10 and only gone down from there. So I do believe it is the best deal possible, it still factors in the biggest issue (from my perspective), we do not lose the important gains of the past, and most importantly, everyone gets to go back to school.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 17, 2014 at 9:47 PM Mam Rose, I appreciate your point of view and your courage. However, let me point out to you and the readers that a decision at the BC supreme court might not turn out the way teachers anticipate. We all know that judges are appointed and who does the appointing? "All justices of the BCSC (including the position of Chief Justice and Associate Chief Justice) are appointed by the federal cabinet, on recommendation of the Minister of Justice. Masters are appointed by the provincial cabinet, on recommendation of the Attorney General in consultation with the Chief Justice." (Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Supreme_Court_of_British_Columbia) Now, I would like to think that all of those people are objective, but they are appointed and we know that there are political appointments. They have a lot of discretion over the laws and judgments. I am willing to bet that the BC Liberals do know this and are betitng the farm (or do they know something we don't know) that the Supreme Courts are stacked against teachers? So, I am not sure if we can count on a WIN if we proceed with the court ruling. I think we would be better to negotiate and negotiate a better deal.Delete Reply retaSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:57 AM Yes...no...yes...no...The last two days have been this. I’ve read so many articles and comments over the past few months and, I can say, I have learned a lot. I know this is not a great deal for teachers right now. I will be voting yes. This is why… 1. The children. Without going into the multiple issues (e.g., grad, post secondary, trades, sports, global education/trips, planned activities, those with varying degrees of special needs, those that need a soft place to land, etc., etc.) the children need to get on with their education. 2. The parents. For many parents, this strike is a financial burden. We do not like to be called baby sitters, but for many living below the poverty line, school is a financial relief. Winter is coming; gas bills will be expensive. 3. Poverty. Remember, BC has the highest child poverty rate in Canada. Schools feed and clothe numerous children. 4. The other systems educators work collaboratively with. MFCD, CYMH, foster parents, group homes, and the multitude of non-profit agencies that support vulnerable children and families are bursting at the seams. We are a part of that team. 5. CUPE. While some have been paid during this strike, that money is coming from districts. It was not provided by the government. And, CUPE is a partner in education - from the bus drivers to the tech dept to custodians to secretaries to EAs and so on. 6. Small Businesses. In our little towns, the school district is the number one employer. There is a direct cause-effect relationship between loss of wage and loss of business. 7. Money. The amount of money that is needed to reverse the erosion of the public education system over numerous years cannot be recouped in one sitting. This agreement is a start. It’s not much but the stage has been set. 8. THE COURT CASE. That is why we were on strike. All the other stuff could have been resolved months ago, but our government was working hard to make the court case go away. Well, it still exists. I consider that the victory. We live to fight another day (as rhetorical as that sounds) AND I hope people actually read the ruling and think critically about how a loss could impact the future of the Charter of Rights, and the power of government to contravene those rights. I am guessing we will vote to ratify as so many fear “what’s next?” from this government. It’s nasty business, and I think legislation would be next. VALUING PUBLIC EDUCATION needs to come from a STRONG, CONSISTENT public voice. If we do ratify the agreement, and those in the profession and public think we've given up, we have not. We’ve been fighting for years. We just haven’t been heard… until now. ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 11:21 AM I understand your point of view, but sometimes you have to fight to get what you want. This is a VERY bad deal, considering: Other people get on average 2.5% salary increases last year and this year and the next and the rest of us get 1% and must feel happy if we do.? (https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/average-pay-increase-2-79-2015-almost-unchanged-181847530.html) THIS DEAL is a horrendously BAD deal for kids/parents as well, of course. We are going to continue to be humiliated and be the laughing stock of many people of this province. After a decade of paycuts, WOW, this is what they are willing to offer! WOW! WOW! WOW!Delete Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:30 PM This comment has been removed by the author.Delete Reply Brant DuftySeptember 18, 2014 at 2:37 PM This comment has been removed by the author.ReplyDelete Replies Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 5:08 PM Let's cross our fingers! I think we need a general strike by all unions if CC legislates teachers back. It is time to put the foot down and tell her and the Liberals that, as in the movie Network,"I am mad as hell and I won't take it anymore!"Delete Reply Peter D. MareSeptember 18, 2014 at 8:26 PM Needs help on some stats for an online debate Looking for the last 10 or 15 years of contractual salary increases in %. So, 1% for 2001, 0% for 2002,...ReplyDelete Children FirstSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:00 PM Well it's all done now. Really hope the teacher's can find another angle to deal with class size and composition as well as student funding. The government will make sure the coming court case never swings your way no matter what. 2nd most expensive place to live in the the world!!! Wonder why and where the money goes??? ReplyDelete AnonSeptember 18, 2014 at 10:31 PM I'm an outsider, but have followed closely this whole fiasco and this is a RAW deal. Your union hung you out to dry on this one - taking a really bad deal (clearly no one from the BCTF had rudimentary math skills in their toolbox) and then publicly encouraging to the media that teachers accept the deal....what choice did you have - a no vote would have outraged the public. I could go on and on, but the bottom line, in my opinion, is that your union better get some stronger leaders who are PR and technology savvy. Out with Iker and the rest of those who bargained on your behalf - they just got ......well , we know that happened. Whew, can't even believe how screwed you got, absolutely amazing - nothing meaningful gained in the big picture and only very minor gains for a small group of people, bigger losses for the majority.. Wow - I better stop now. Best of luck. Thanks for all you do for our children. ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ▼  2014 (17) ▼  September (9) Reflections on the BC Teacher Strike BC Teacher strike - Lessons learned Response to Sandy Garossino Will the Education Fund improve classroom conditio... Tentative agreement - Yes or No? Class composition: a human rights perspective Class size and composition - a short visual histor... Guest post - I WILL HOLD THE LINE Teachers - let your leadership know it is time to ... ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ►  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/feed/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/,BC Liberal Team for British Columbia - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate BC Liberal Team A strong economy and secure tomorrow for British Columbia Support BC Liberals BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals BC Liberal Party last post "Happy Friday BC! We all know October is awesome - Thanksgiving, Halloween...enough said. But did you know we're also celebrating Small Business Month? BC is home to 382,000 small businesses. BC also has the highest small biz employment in Canada. Just another reason BC is the best place to live AND work. What's your favourite BC small business?" facebook/BCLiberals - Oct 3rd Like BC Liberal Party In the May 2013 election, the people of British Columbia elected a strong, renewed team of BC Liberal MLAs. Since then, our diverse caucus has been working hard to deliver a strong economy and secure tomorrow for every BC community – united by confidence in our constituents and their ability to do great things. Our team comes from every region of the province, bringing a wide range of perspectives to every challenge and opportunity that BC faces. Under the leadership of Premier Christy Clark, we’re focused on seizing BC’s LNG opportunity, getting to yes on responsible resource projects, and investing in skills training that works for the next generation. With your support, we’ll keep working to make British Columbia an even better place to live, work and raise a family. Get in touch with BC Liberals Party Administrative Office: BC Liberal Party PO Box 21014, Waterfront Centre Vancouver, BC V6C 3K3 Telephone: 604-606-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-567-2257 Facsimile: 604-632-0253 Email BC Liberals Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/BargainingAndContracts.aspx?id=26068,BCTF > Setting the record straight: Challenging the myths perpetuated by BCPSEA in the media about BCTF Canadian teacher salary rankings  	Bargaining and contracts  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers Aboriginal Education  Bargaining & Collective Agreements  Français  Health & Safety  New Teachers  Opportunities for Members  Pensions Professional Development  Professional Rights & Responsibility  Provincial Specialist Associations  Salary & Benefits  Teachers Teaching On Call  Teaching Resources  For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > Bargaining & Collective Agreements > Bargaining 2011/12 > Research Strikes Back Setting the record straight: Challenging the myths perpetuated by BCPSEA in the media about BCTF Canadian teacher salary rankings  In a February 27, 2012 Globe and Mail online article, journalist Robert Matas provides an overview of BCTF Canadian teacher salary comparisons and quotes BCPSEA, who refer to BCTF salary comparisons as “less accurate” and “exaggerating”. This article includes a rebuttal by BCTF Research to each statement made by BCPSEA that misrepresents the methodology BCTF used to calculate Canadian teacher salary comparisons. For the record—Methodology used by BCTF to make teacher salary comparisons BCTF salary comparisons are evidence-based. Detailed data tables and methodology are described so readers can evaluate the validity of the comparisons. The rankings are based on the most current figures available (2011–12) extracted from teacher salary grids from the collective agreement (s) of each province and territory. For provinces where there are multiple local collective agreements, a sample was chosen from urban and rural areas of the province. Much time and effort was put into matching the qualifications, and these were cross-referenced with the Canadian Teachers’ Federation 2009 report Teacher Salary Scales to provide an external source of validation. BCPSEA: The Globe and Mail article states:   The association [BCPSEA] did a different comparison and found that BC teacher salaries ranked fourth across Canada, excluding the three northern territories. Its report entitled Teacher Compensation 2011, Context and Considerations dismissed the teachers' federation ranking as “a less accurate comparison.” BCTF rebuttal: The BCTF salary report 2011 Canadian teacher salary rankings: Provinces and territories shows how BC teacher salaries rank compared to the other provinces and territories, and also the ranking on provinces only (see table below). Both rankings are accurate, based on the methodology described at the beginning of this article. For the detailed tables on how these rankings are calculated, see pages 5 and 6 of the BCTF report 2011 Canadian teacher salary rankings: provinces and territories. The report is available at: http://www.bctf.ca/uploadedFiles/Public/Publications/ResearchReports/2011-TS-02.pdf   How BC teacher salaries rank compared to teachers in other provinces and territories in 2011–12    Provinces and territories  (out of 13)  Provinces only  (out of 10)  Category 5 minimum 11th 8th Category 5 maximum 9th 6th Category 6 minimum 12th 9th Category 6 maximum 11th 8th BCPSEA: The Globe and Mail article quotes BCPSEA as saying: The union did not compare salaries for the typical teacher in the largest category, and exaggerated the gaps between BC and other provinces, an official with the employers' association said Monday. BCTF rebuttal: BCTF compares the salary category of a BC teacher to the salary category of a teacher in another province with equivalent qualifications. This is consistent with the methodology used by the Canadian Teachers’ Federation (CTF) 2009 report Teacher Salary Scales, which BCPSEA included in their report. In fact, comparing BCTF 2011 and CTF 2009 teacher salary rankings shows that BC teacher salaries have fallen in the provincial rankings since 2008–09. BCPSEA manipulates the rankings by comparing the salary of a less-qualified teacher in Alberta, Saskatchewan, and Quebec (Category 4 equivalent) to the salary of a more-qualified teacher in BC and all other provinces (Category 5 equivalent). BCPSEA also uses out-dated figures. BCTF did not include salary comparisons for Category 4 because this group represents such a small proportion of BC teachers (less than 10%, according to BCPSEA data for 2009–10). But if BCTF were to do so, the relevant comparison group would be Category 4 minimum and maximum salary for BC teachers as compared to Category 4 equivalent qualifications in other provinces and territories.  BCPSEA: The Globe and Mail article goes on to quote BCPSEA as saying: The teachers used selective comparisons, looking mostly at cities such as Edmonton and Toronto, that paid teachers more than the provincial average, the association said. BCTF rebuttal: In fact, BCTF salary reports show salary differences for both urban and non-urban areas. Non-urban comparisons compare teacher salary grids for teachers in Prince George with teachers in Near North (ON), Lethbridge (AB), and New Brunswick (provincial grid). Pages 6 and 7 of the BCTF Research Report Teacher salary comparisons—Inter-city differences: 2010–11 and 2011–12 show detailed salary comparisons for non-urban areas. The report is available at: http://www.bctf.ca/uploadedFiles/Public/Publications/ResearchReports/2011-TS-03.pdf   Source for the Globe and Mail article:  Matas, Robert. “Crosscheck: How BC teachers rank in Canada,” Globe and Mail, February 27, 2012, http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/national/british-columbia/bc-politics/crosscheck-how-bc-teachers-rank-in-canada/article2352087/  Note: The Globe and Mail article includes links to BCPSEA and BCTF teacher salary reports.    About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141006,gmpg.org,http://gmpg.org/xfn/intro,XFN: Introduction and Examples Home Intro Join Background FAQ Tools And... Helping Thanks Feedback XFN: Introduction and Examples The web is more a social creation than a technical one. I designed it for a social effect — to help people work together — and not as a technical toy. The ultimate goal of the Web is to support and improve our weblike existence in the world. We clump into families, associations, and companies. We develop trust across the miles and distrust around the corner. —Tim Berners-Lee, Weaving The Web Introduction XFN puts a human face on linking. As more people have come online and begun to form social networks, services such as Technorati and Feedster have arisen in an attempt to show how the various nodes are connected. Such services are useful for discovering the mechanical connections between nodes, but they do not uncover the human relationships between the people responsible for the nodes. XFN outlines the relationships between individuals by defining a small set of values that describe personal relationships. In HTML and XHTML documents, these are given as values for the rel attribute on a hyperlink. XFN allows authors to indicate which of the weblogs they read belong to friends, whom they've physically met, and other personal relationships. Using XFN values, which can be listed in any order, people can humanize their blogrolls and links pages, both of which have become a common feature of weblogs. In sufficiently modern browsers, authors using XFN can easily style all links of a particular type; thus, friends could be boldfaced, co-workers italicized, and so on. It is also the hope of the authors that this practice becomes widespread enough to allow the creation of a service that charts personal (as opposed to purely mechanical) links between weblogs and the people responsible for them. Examples A Short Blogroll Joe is just getting started in the blogging world, and has a set of five links in his blogroll: his girlfriend Jane; his friends Dave and Darryl; industry expert James, who Joe briefly met once at a conference; and MetaFilter. The links in Joe's blogroll would look something like this: <a href="http://jane-blog.example.org/" rel="sweetheart date met">Jane</a> <a href="http://dave-blog.example.org/" rel="friend met">Dave</a> <a href="http://darryl-blog.example.org/" rel="friend met">Darryl</a> <a href="http://www.metafilter.com/">MetaFilter</a> <a href="http://james-blog.example.com/" rel="met">James Expert</a> MetaFilter gets no value since it does not represent an actual person. The others in the list are given space-separated values appropriate to the link target. Thus, since Joe is dating his sweetheart Jane (who he has, perhaps not surprisingly, also met in person) he gives the link to her the values sweetheart date met. If Joe were not as committed to Jane, and in fact dated other people from time to time, then the sweetheart value would be dropped. Links Between Two Adam and Brad have met each other through mutual acquaintances, and had a few interesting conversations at parties where they found they had several interests in common. They have linked to each other as follows: <a href="http://brad-log.example.org/" rel="met friend">Brad</a> <a href="http://adam-log.example.org/" rel="met acquaintance">Adam</a> Note that while values such as friend are defined to be symmetric, this does not require that links between blogs be of the same types. Here, Adam feels Brad is a friend, but Brad has classified Adam as an acquaintance. Similarly, symmetric values can be one-way. For example, let's say Adam decides he has a crush on Brad. He then updates his link as follows: <a href="http://brad-log.example.org/" rel="met friend crush">Brad</a> If Brad is not attracted to Adam, then obviously he won't add a similar XFN value to his link to Adam. If he is, though, he could add a crush value to his link to Adam. Any service that charted XFN values could notice this, and add their names to a "mutual attraction" list. A sufficiently advanced service might e-mail both Adam and Brad to point out that they seem to have a mutual attraction. Party of Five Let's consider a closed group of five people, all of whom link to each other but to nobody else. The members of this group are: Ingrid Works with Mary, is friends with Mary and Josh, is acquainted with Kat, and has physically met everyone except Nick Josh Son of Kat, friends with Ingrid and Nick, and has a crush on Mary (who he has met and considers an inspiration) Kat Mother of Josh; friends with Mary; in the same field as Ingrid and Mary but does not work at the same company; is acquainted with Nick Mary Works with Ingrid; is friends with Ingrid and Kat; has met everyone Nick Has a crush on Kat, who he's met; has never met Ingrid We'll further assume all these people are blogging, and have blogrolls that list all the other members of the group. In the first example, Ingrid would have the following links: <a href="http://josh.example.com/" rel="friend met">Josh</a> <a href="http://kat.example.com/" rel="met acquaintance">Kat</a> <a href="http://mary.example.com/" rel="co-worker friend met">Mary</a> <a href="http://nick.example.com/">Nick</a> Note the lack of a rel attribute for Nick. Since none of the defined XFN values apply to Nick (from Ingrid's point of view), no rel is needed. If Ingrid and Nick ever do meet in person, she can simply add rel="met" to the link. The rel values between these group members would be as follows: ...to Ingrid ...to Josh ...to Kat ...to Mary ...to Nick From Ingrid... x friend met acquaintance met co-worker friend met From Josh... friend met x parent met crush muse met friend met From Kat... colleague met child met x friend colleague met acquaintance met From Mary... co-worker friend met met friend colleague met x met From Nick... friend met crush met met x This set of relationships can also be graphically represented in a variety of ways. For example, a simple chart of the people who have met each other could look like this. It would also be possible to graph the friendship and acquaintance links in the set. In the following figure, a thick green line indicates friendship, whereas a thinner gray line indicates acquaintanceship. If a line is dashed and has an arrowhead, then the link is one-way; that is, only one of the two people has claimed the relationship. Similarly, we could graph professional relationships. Here, thick gray lines indicate co-workers, whereas thin gray lines denote colleagues. As before, a dashed line with an arrowhead indicates a one-way link. For that matter, the love and familial links between the group member could be represented. Here, a red line indicates a crush, and a blue line represents a familial link. In this scenario, familial links are drawn from parent to child. There are many other ways to graph the group, of course, and many other ways to represent the links. We considered making lines between family members look like a double helix, for example. Relationship Styling With a CSS2-aware browser, it is possible to style links based on their rel values. Let's take another look at Ingrid's links: <a href="http://josh.example.com/" rel="friend met">Josh</a> <a href="http://kat.example.com/" rel="met acquaintance">Kat</a> <a href="http://mary.example.com/" rel="co-worker friend met">Mary</a> <a href="http://nick.example.com/">Nick</a> Suppose Ingrid wants to boldface any link to a friend, underline any link to a co-worker, and italicize any link to someone who is an acquaintance. Using the attribute selector syntax defined in CSS2.1, the following stylesheet would meet her goals: a[rel~="friend"] {font-weight: bold;} a[rel~="co-worker"] {text-decoration: underline;} a[rel~="acquaintance"] {font-style: italic;} The resulting links would look something like this: Josh Kat Mary Nick It is also possible to use advanced CSS2 to insert content before or after elements. This can be used to recreate the practice of "starring" links to people physically met as follows: a[rel~="met"]:after {content: " *";} This will insert a space and an asterisk after every link that has an XFN value of met. The advantage is that it removes the need to manually add the asterisk in the blogroll source itself, while strengthening the social network at the same time. Applying just that rule to Ingrid's links might have an effect something like this: Josh * Kat * Mary * Nick Brief Notes on Spidering An XFN spider or crawler must at a minimum: Parse documents it encounters according to their language (e.g. legacy HTML, or well formed XHTML as XML). Obey "base" URL conventions according to the document language (e.g. <BASE>, <base />, xml:base ). Track link tags (e.g. <a href>, <link />) with 'rel' attributes with values defined by XFN, while ignoring unknown values. Note that the HTML 'rel' attribute is a space separated set of values. Traverse those link tags and parse their documents as described above. A more advanced XFN spider might do one or more of the following: Parse the contents/titles of links (e.g. the text between the <a href> and </a> tags, the 'title' attribute of <a href> and <link /> elements) for an informative name of the target of the relationship. Parse metainformation tags (e.g. <meta> in HTML or XHTML documents), specifically for the "author" (e.g. Dublin Core 'author' or (X)HTML's <meta name="author" content="NameGoesHere" />). Note that such names should be preferred to names derived from links as described in the previous point. Apply heuristics to determine when an XFN relationship is nested inside a time-based format (such as a blog or blogarchive), to either (both) maintain a relationship history or (and) reconcile conflicting XFN values on links with the same source and destination. Delusions of Grandeur XFN provides the basis for a world-wide distributed network of personal connections. Proprietary data-owning services like Friendster could be superceded by XFN crawling and searching sites —a sort of "Friendorati," as it were. The advantage of a Friendorati-style network is that it allows every individual to fully express themselves through personal weblogs and web sites, instead of to the limited degree permitted by a proprietary service's user interface. Commercial services like Amazon, which currently ask users to manually register all their friends in order to make "wish list" and other information sharing simpler, may find it easier simply to crawl XFN relationships on the open Internet. This would allow a user to enter the URL of their site, and let the service programmatically analyze XFN relationships to build a list of friends. XFN [GMPG] Copyright © 2003–2014 GMPG. Some rights reserved.)
(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=28571&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 25, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 2012   Why do they want to silence teachers?  By Ken Novakowski   Delegates to the BC Liberal convention held in Whistler October 26–28, 2012, were looking for ways that government could curb the power of public sector unions, in particular, the power of the BCTF. Vaughn Palmer’s headline to his column on page 3 of the October 30 Vancouver Sun said it all— “Delegates agree teachers’ union power needs curbing.” We need to look at the government’s record on public education and at our response to try and understand why the BC Liberals would like to silence teachers. In their 11 plus years in office in this province, the BC Liberal government has time and again attacked the collective rights of teachers and belittled their professional roles, while focusing on picking fights with teachers instead of working with them to build a better education system in BC. They started with legislatively trying to limit our right to strike by declaring education an “essential service.” Then they unilaterally stripped our collective agreement of substantive terms and conditions of employment that teachers had fought for and sacrificed to achieve through a generation of collective bargaining. And they made it illegal to bargain critical issues such as class size and composition. While we were still reeling from the negative impacts their actions would have on the school system, our work lives, and the education of the students we teach, they fired the duly elected teacher representatives of the College of Teachers and replaced them with hand-picked government appointees. We did not take any of this lying down. We responded as best we could through the media and public communications, in the courts, with other trade unionists, and in one-on-one encounters in our communities, with our neighbours and the parents of our students. The government backed down on the College of Teachers issue and reinstituted an elected board, albeit, less representative than the previous one. And on the bargaining front, government actions in legislating yet another contract, had us out on a two-week strike in 2005 where we won public support for improvements in the classroom conditions that had deteriorated with the stripping of our collective agreement several years earlier. And that is exactly why the BC Liberals do not like teachers and the BCTF. It’s because we stand up to them. We protest, we organize, we communicate, and we usually do all of this effectively in all parts of the province. But most of all, we persistently continue to advocate for an improved public education system, for better classroom conditions for the students we teach. And they don’t like that. Government revenues had increased as a result of the contract stripping. Financial savings gained from increasing class sizes and reducing the numbers of specialist teachers went to help pay for the tax cuts introduced by the BC Liberals. The result was increased workloads for teachers, diminished learning opportunities for students, and tax cuts mostly for the well to do. Then, we experienced an unusual circumstance. Government wanted “labour peace” during the then upcoming Winter Olympics so they found the money for public sector wage increases and teachers, along with other public sector workers successfully negotiated a deal. Remember though, that the law, as changed by the BC Liberals, did not allow us to negotiate key terms and conditions of employment such as class size and composition. The most recent round of bargaining concluded earlier this year and the stress and distress that government actions and legislation (Bill 22) created for teachers is still fresh in our minds. The BC Liberal convention did pass a motion that urged the government “to enact legislation prohibiting public sector unions from using union money for any political purpose.” It is public knowledge that the BCTF does not donate money to any political party. So do they mean that union dues could not be used to run a public campaign to oppose government actions to strip our collective agreement? Or do they mean that we could not use those funds to publicly advocate for better funding for public education? The reality is that almost everything that happens in society is political—taxation, public services (public education and healthcare), government budgets, and so on. What kind of political party would choose to trample on the democratic, collective rights of its citizens to organize and advocate? Palmer reports in his article that the convention considered a motion to “remove the requirement for teachers who teach in public schools to belong to the BCTF.” First of all, that requirement is part of the teacher collective agreement, freely negotiated between teacher locals and their school boards in the first round of local bargaining in 1988–89. In the first round of provincial bargaining, both parties agreed to continue with this provision. Prior to being in the collective agreement, membership in the BCTF had become a statutory provision of government in 1947. At that time, 93% of BC teachers had already voluntarily belonged to the BCTF. Twice governments tried to do away with this provision. When the WAC Bennett Social Credit government did it in 1971, the BCTF responded by signing up all but 69 of the 22,000 public school teachers at the time. A new government subsequently restored statutory membership and in 1987 the Bill Vander Zalm Social Credit government did away with the provision again. The BCTF undertook a voluntary sign up of all public school teachers with a success rate of over 99%. That’s when we then negotiated the provision into our collective agreement. The motion to do away with that provision got 40% support from the delegates at the convention but the majority adopted other means to curb the power of the BCTF. A party that thinks it can continue to rule by using their spent majority in the legislature to stifle democratic discourse is a party whose time to leave office has come. Teachers need to be out in droves to help them do this next May.   Ken Novakowski, retired teacher, former BCTF executive director, BCTF past president   )
(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/11/corporate-advertising-in-public-schools.html?showComment0751353432827306,Staffroom Confidential: Corporate advertising in public schools Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Thursday, November 15, 2012 Corporate advertising in public schools I noticed in the news this week that a debate is taking place in Alberta over the consideration of selling naming rights to companies for school facilities and classrooms. The administration at the Calgary Board claims the funds are necessary to create classrooms that provide hands-on learning in technology education. (http://metronews.ca/news/calgary/428011/trustee-wants-corporate-sponsorship-in-cbe-schools-put-to-public-survey/) Thankfully, the NDP education critic, David Eggan, has opposed this measure - so someone is speaking up to keep corporate ads out of schools. Advertising in schools is extremely problematic on a number of levels. First, schools are public spaces that should serve the public interest, not corporate interests. Additionally, allowing advertising in schools can pervert a school's primary function - teaching and learning. Choices should always be made based on pedagogy, but when free materials or free equipment is offered, school administrators feel pressured, particularly when budgets are slim. Already, schools are full of advertising - on score boards in gymnasiums, on the Coke machines in the hallways, in the resources provided free of change to teachers (such as materials on loans and credit from VISA and videos on puberty from KOTEX). But children and teenagers are such a lucrative market that corporations and businesses want more. Here in BC a crafty entrepreneur has developed "Chatter High". It is a web site where teens answer quiz questions about companies and non-profit institutions and can use points to win prizes. To find the answer, they use a "hint" which tells them how to go to the company web site. So a student might spend ten or twenty minutes searching web sites to find the answers to get the points to win the prizes. Chatter High sells the rights to be on their service to local Victoria businesses. If you go into the Victoria airport, you will see giant billboards advertising to local businesses how they can purchase this service (see photos above). In the schools, daily announcements invite teens to sign on to Chatter High so they don't miss out on the prizes. I signed up for Chatter High, wondering if I would see Camosun College and UVic, but on my first visit the only educational institute was Sprott Shaw College, and the prizes were for local spas. Hardly the kind of thorough and useful information a student might want or need as part of their career development education. In essence, this profit making service is filtering what information is being marketed to students using school property and resources including the announcement system and the computer labs. They are making a business of selling access to students in schools. In an interview with the Saanich News, school Principal Judy Harrison had this to say to defend the use of this commercial product at Spectrum Community School: 'Harrison justifies the inclusion of businesses on the site, most which have no clear connection to education, since they’re merely providing incentives for students, such as gift certificates for gas or ferry travel.“I guess we’re all enticed by prizes,” Harrison said. “The (most) time was spent on answering the questions, so that’s where it was consistent.”' (http://www.saanichnews.com/news/159574585.html) Across North America under funded school systems are facing increasing pressure to use advertising and charity to make up budget shortfalls. But these come with a very serious cost. In Seattle, when the Board proposed selling ads in schools, parents reacted strongly: At a community meeting on the issue, one parent said, "Schools should be all about teaching students to make their own choices, not coercing them to buy things they don't need. Schools should not be selling my child as a consumer to corporations."    Another said, "We need less materialism in this country, not more. To 'teach' children that they 'need' unnecessary commercial products is morally wrong. That this is done on commercial television is bad enough. But to do it in a public school is reprehensible."  (http://www.ibiblio.org/commercialfree/commercialism.html) Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 2:50 PM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 11 comments: AnonymousNovember 16, 2012 at 2:45 PM An interesting quote on their website from Greater Victoria School District Superintendent. ChatterHigh.com is a resource-filled website that offers learning and an inclusive method of much-needed fundraising. Students are learning and exploring relevant resources for post-secondary education and career information. John Gaiptman Superintendent of Schools, School District 61ReplyDelete AnonymousNovember 19, 2012 at 8:32 PM I am the question provider for Camosun College and I have had nothing but positive feedback from all the teachers, counsellors, students, and parents that I have talked to about Chatter High. These quizes are a way for high school students to gain important information about post-secondary and career opportunities. There are numerous options for students after they graduate from high school, and I know that if I had the option to do a short quiz, which helped me learn about college/university, while also having the chance to win a prize and earn money for my school, I would have started thinking about post-secondary at a much earlier age. In addition to that, I have noticed that the competitions foster school spirit as high schools compete against each other for Camosun's $1250, $750, and $500 cash prizes, which we awarded to Spectrum Community School, Claremont Secondary, and Parkland Secondary last year. It is each high school's decision whether they will participate in Chatter High, but I have found that it is an interactive way for youth to get engaged and excited about pursuing higher education. Kind regardsReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeNovember 20, 2012 at 8:19 AM Well, I think it is a sad commentary if "school spirit" has to come through winning prizes on a commercial web site. What about a collective school activity to do something positive for the world or for children or others suffering from malnutrition or war? Chatter high is selective - only those institutions that purchase the service will be shown to teens, so they are getting a restricted view of their options. Public schools should be telling our children all of their options, not just about the ones who will pay for in-school advertising. This system also teaches children to respond to cash prizes rather than their own curiosity about their futures and interests. Everything about it is wrong, in my opinion.Delete Reply AnonymousNovember 20, 2012 at 8:47 AM I am a teacher in the Lower Mainland who has started using ChatterHigh.com has a quick resource for Planning 10. As you may know, Planning 10 has 4 main organizers: Graduation Program and Graduation Transitions, Finance, Health, and Education and Careers. I find the questions posed on this website do align with learning outcomes and it is a fun, easy, independent way for students to "see what's out there". The points/prize system is a motivator but not the sole reason I use the website on occasion. As with anything, if the students and parents register on ChatterHigh, it is optional.ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeNovember 20, 2012 at 9:33 AM How is reading this (just copied from my Chatter High account) part of Planning 10? It is an advertisement. "Value $25 One Tooth Activewear (formerly OTFitwear) proudly offers 80% Canadian made, high quality yoga/run/fitness/dance wear. Womens & mens apparel. We are across from Pagliacci's near Fort & Broad St in downtown Victoria. 1006 Broad St. 250-388-7071" Delete AnonymousNovember 20, 2012 at 9:55 AM It's called a prize description, so people know what they are entering for.Delete Reply AnonymousNovember 20, 2012 at 2:36 PM I have taken a number of the quizzes and found that they are very appropriate for Planning 10, providing information about post-secondary programs. The goal, as I see it, is to expand students' knowledge about what is available to them after graduation, and encourage them to pursue their post-secondary dreams. What the writer has failed to understand is that the "businesses" are simply donating prizes. They are not selling anything to the students. I highly doubt that the students would even take the time to find out more about those businesses. Jane Hayhoe Yale SecondaryReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeNovember 20, 2012 at 2:52 PM Some donate prizes, others purchase the service and submit questions, and many of these are private businesses, such as Sprott Shaw College and BC Turkey Farmers. Some information is useful, some is not. All of it is paid advertising. I don't believe the inclusion of some non-profits makes the rest ok. Here is question 1 and 3 from today's quiz: Question 1/10 Shawn has been producing turkeys since 1992. His farm is one of the largest in BC. How many staff does he have on the farm? 1 man farm 3 man farm 10 man farm 15 man farm Click here for a hint and earn 50 points Question 3/10 Island Sexual Health Society provides free condoms to anyone who needs them. How many steps do we list for proper condom use? Ten Seven Fourteen One Click here for a hint and earn 50 pointsDelete Reply FionaNovember 21, 2012 at 3:24 PM I'm disappointed to be reading this about ChatterHigh. To me, it does not appear that the writer has even taken the time to do their research on ChatterHigh. If you had taken the time to actually do the quizzes, you would know that they take perhaps between 5 - 10 mins. in total to complete. When you click on the hint link, it takes you straight to the page where you will find the answer. Not all questions are post education related, some are about health, jobs etc. There are many options for kids after they graduate from school and not all kids are going to go on to post education. All kids need to know what is available to them out there, regardless of how that information is transmitted. ChatterHigh is just another tool to help students with their decisions once they have graduated. Individual schools will never be able to get all of the necessary info. out to students about life after graduation and I for one, am thankful there are other resources to help them. I am a parent of 2 girls that graduated from Spectrum Community School last June and yes, we won both competitions. It was great to see the whole school come together and support their 2012 graduating class in the hopes of winning this money to put on the school's first Dry Grad Event. To me, this is "School Spirit" and I see no difference if they had come together to do something for the community or for their school. They did it collectively and had fun doing it. Being able to enter draws to win some fabulous prizes was a nice bonus, but if you chose not to enter draws, you didn't have too. For our school, it was about winning the competitions, winning prizes was secondary. Is it really any different than the school using announcements to talk about Camosun College, or UVIC than using it to talk about ChatterHigh? I know a few students who changed their or made up their minds about their career paths because of ChatterHigh. Had it not been for ChatterHigh, who knows where these kids might have ended up. When I was doing the quizzes on a daily basis, I learnt a lot of information that I otherwise knew nothing about. On some of the websites, I would minimize the window to go back to the site later to have a look and learn some more and perhaps pass that information on to my kids. Most of our students did their quizzes at home, not using the school's computers. I'm sure lots of kids log on to their Facebook, email or twitter accounts at school, so why not ChatterHigh? At least they would be learning something useful!! Who are you to decide what information is useful and what is not? Isn't that up to the individual user to decide? Do you know for a fact that ChatterHigh is making a profit? Do you know for a fact that ChatterHigh is Corporate Sponsored Advertising? I strongly suggest that you do your research on ChatterHigh before you berate them for trying to do something good for our high school students. On a final note, Spectrum Community School was so impressed with ChatterHigh and the good that they are doing, that we invited this crafty businessman to be our keynote speaker at our 2012 Graduation Ceremony. Keep up the good work ChatterHigh, you are doing great things for our students!!ReplyDelete Replies Tara EhrckeNovember 21, 2012 at 3:33 PM I agree that students should be aware of options for after graduation...that is why we have Planning 10, Graduationa Transitions, and counselling services. Teachers and school counsellors can collect information in an unbiased manner, that truly does provide students with their full range of options. Chatter High only provides information of the businesses who purchase their services.Delete Reply FionaNovember 21, 2012 at 3:57 PM Planning 10 classes all vary from school to school. Taking planning 10 in Grade 10 or in some cases, kids take it in Grade 11, that is a huge time difference between Grade 10 and Grade 12. Kids just want to get the class over and done with as fast as they can. We are talking high school students here, most who can't wait to be done with school and most who don't seek the services of counsellors or other options available to them. Do teachers and schools have all the information and I do mean all, to pass on to kids? At least with ChatterHigh, they actually had to read in order to answer the questions and learnt at the same time. A lot of the kids at our school would never have been made aware of some of the options available to them had it not been for doing their ChatterHigh quizzes. ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ▼  November (6) Technology in school? How much is too much Corporate advertising in public schools Thoughts on parent advocacy and the Moore decision... Technology in a 21st Century Learning Inc world The slow death of special education Attacks on public education are working...where is... ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ►  April (6) ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=13166,Teacher newsmagazine  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Teacher newsmagazine Current Issue  Archives  Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 1999 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 11, Number 6, April 1999 Laughter does more than crack you up by Karen Kilbride The Surrey Wellness initiative is no laughing matter, but laughter and fun are a definite and planned part of the program. David Granirer, a professional counsellor and comedian, was the presenter at a recent Wellness Site Reps meeting for Surrey School Board employees. He delivered his serious message about preventing workplace burnout and stress-related illnesses in a most fun way, with stand-up comedy, rubber chickens, balloons, prizes and candy, and “barrels of laughter.” Medical science has proven that laughter in the workplace is good for productivity and workers’ health. The old adage “No pain, no gain” is not true. Laughter is not a distraction from getting the real work done but is a happy, healthy way to increase workers’ wellness, satisfaction, and productivity. Schools need healthy staff members to meet the demands of students, technology, and curriculum. Happy schools are places where teachers, students, and parents want to be. Laughter helps create the comfortable environment essential for students to learn and for teachers to do their best teaching. Laughter: • burns off calories • relaxes your muscles • lowers your blood pressure • oxygenates your body, thereby boosting your energy level • stimulates the release of endorphins, your body’s natural pain-killers • works out your cardiovascular, respiratory, and all other major internal systems • stimulates your immune system, offsetting the immunosuppressive effects of stress. Why do we all enjoy Fridays at school? We enjoy the prospect of a relaxing weekend, but we also give ourselves permission to relax and enjoy more fun social interactions in our class and in the staffroom. How many school staffs plan to hold their special luncheons, staff birthday cakes, and student recognition assemblies on Fridays? How many classroom teachers tell their students that they must wait for Friday to play their favourite math game, to earn that extra period in the gym, or to go outside for art? Why don’t we choose to enjoy these activities on Monday or Tuesday or Wednesday or Thursday? Lightening up is a personal choice. David Granirer believes that it is important to connect with the laughing, joyful part of ourselves. We can choose our behaviour and our thinking, and thereby manage what we experience in our bodies. Laughter is like any other new skill, the more you practise, the more natural it becomes. Research also says that faked laughter is just as good for the body as the real thing. Your head can tell the difference, but your body cannot. So on those tougher days when you normally wouldn’t choose to laugh, try using humour in your teaching repertoire and see if your tension headache is fooled into disappearing. The Surrey Wellness Project is funded by the Surrey School Board and all employee groups. Each work site has a wellness rep, and training sessions are held two or three times a year. Schools are encouraged to promote wellness as a professional development activity and to include all staff in wellness activities. Karen Kilbride teaches at Kennedy Trail Elementary School, and is a member of the Surrey District Wellness Committee. Email Facebook Twitter About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/NewsReleases.aspx?id=25777&printPage=true,BCTF News Releases  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > News and Events > News Releases > 2012 Archives   BCTF News Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  March 1, 2012 Teachers will withdraw services to protest Bill 22, worsening classroom conditions   Next Monday, March 5, teachers across British Columbia will begin a legal three-day full-scale withdrawal of services, as permitted under the Labour Relations Board interim essential services order. At 6:00 a.m. today, the BCTF issued notice of the escalation to the BC Public School Employers’ Association.   This step follows a province-wide vote conducted February 28 and 29, 2012, in which 87% of teachers voted “yes” to escalating job action from the limited “teach only” campaign that began last September. In all, 32,209 teachers voted, of whom 27,946 said “yes.”  In a morning news conference, BCTF President Susan Lambert noted that the 75% turnout and 87% yes vote demonstrate to the provincial government that “bullying legislation like Bill 22 will not fix a broken relationship.”  “Teachers take this step very reluctantly,” she said, noting that their “teach only” job action was specifically designed to limit the impact on classrooms while still maintaining an effective voice. “We articulated our objectives as clearly and respectfully as we could, but unfortunately we were pleading to deaf ears,” Lambert said. “The bill tabled on Tuesday was a sign of the appalling disrespect for the profession of teaching, for students, and for public education in BC.”  She urged parents and other concerned British Columbians to contact their MLAs, Education Minister George Abbott, and Premier Christy Clark to urge them not to impose Bill 22 but rather to negotiate a fair agreement with teachers and invest in public education to meet diverse student needs.  Lambert acknowledged that the walkout will inconvenience parents, but asked them to consider that conditions in classrooms have deteriorated over the past decade and will not improve unless teachers take a strong stand.  “Bill 22 means children have to wait another two years for any possible hope of guarantees on class size or any real funding increase for students with special needs,” she said.  Lambert pointed to the BCTF’s long history of social justice advocacy—for inclusion of all children, regardless of their abilities or disabilities, for the rights of girls and women, against racism, homophobia and bullying. “Sometimes—even though you’re afraid, even though the threats seem overwhelming—you have to stand up to a bully,” she said.  The BCTF provincial Executive Committee is meeting today to make further decisions about how actions will unfold in the upcoming days.   -  30  - For more information, contact Nancy Knickerbocker, BCTF media relations officer, at 604-871-1881 (office) or 604-340-1959 (cell).)
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(20141007,www.bctf.ca,http://www.bctf.ca/thesa/index.htm,THESA Website October 4, 2014 Check out THESA's Fall 2014 newsletter here! Register HERE for the 2014 THESA Edcamp Conference at Dr. Charles Best Secondary in Coquitlam! Join, renew, and purchase your THESA membership online! Members Only resources have been migrated to Ning         THESA is a provincial specialist association of the British Columbia Teachers Federation. Our members are Home Economics educators in British Columbia, Canada, collaborating together for the betterment of individuals, families, and communities! Questions regarding this website? Please contact the THESA Webmaster.   © 2010 Teachers of Home Economics Specialist Association      )
(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/tdtu/pro_d.html,TDTU Professional Development (Pro-D) Home News Calendar Bargaining Executive TDTU Contacts Photo Gallery Professional Development Links to Pro-D Information Professional Development Handbook TDTU Pro-D Forms to Print - TDTU Application for Professional Development TOC Pro-D Application - on TOC Page TDTU Expense Voucher Pro-D Committee Chairs for 2012/2013 Karen Sage & Karen Ting 2014/2015 Karen Andrews   Note: for UST Pro-D policy and forms please consult the Upper Skeena Teachers' office. UST Contact Information Health & Safety Teachers Teaching on Call Professional Development BCTF British Columbia Teachers' Federation Provincial Specialist Associations List of PSA's and How to Join   BC Specialist Association Websites PSA Form to Print Application for BC PSA TDTU Pro-D Past for 2011/2012 February 11, 2011 May 13, 2011 AEAC June 11, 2011 September 23, 2011 October 21, 2011 November 25, 2011 February 17, 2012 April 27, 2012   Professional Development NEW! Policies added... as of May 28, 2014 Pro-D claims are allowable for up to two (2) years from the date of expense. Any appeals for the denial of a Pro-D claim must be held within one (1) year from the date of the decision of denial. (These policies will appear in the next version of your Professional Development Handbook.)   Video-on-Demand Professional Development Workshops. The Ontario Teachers' Federation with support from the Ontario Ministry of Education is building professional development programs of digitally streamed video, print and web components. Browse the resources by discipline or grade, or use the search feature. You must register to access the resources. BCTF | BCTF on Facebook | Teachers' Pension Plan | BC Pension Estimator CMSD #82 | BC College of Teachers | Ministry of Education | Teacher Qualification Service - B.C.)
(20141004,www.bcliberals.com,http://www.bcliberals.com/team/mla/laurie-throness/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/gtm.js/gtm.start/gtm.js/,Laurie Throness for Chilliwack-Hope - MLAs | Today's BC Liberals BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Open drawer menu BC Liberals Home Premier Team Our Party BC Liberal MLAs BC Young Liberals Women’s Network 2013 Platform Contact Us News News Media Take Action Events Join the Party Digital Influencers Search Search for: Like BCLiberals Follow @bcliberals Donate Laurie Throness A strong economy and secure tomorrow for Chilliwack-Hope Support Laurie BC Liberal Team British Columbia Suzanne Anton Vancouver-Fraserview Dan Ashton Penticton Donna Barnett Cariboo-Chilcotin Bill Bennett Kootenay East Mike Bernier Peace River South Doug Bing Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Shirley Bond Prince George-Valemount Stephanie Cadieux Surrey-Cloverdale Rich Coleman Fort Langley-Aldergrove Marc Dalton Maple Ridge-Mission Mike de Jong Abbotsford West Peter Fassbender Surrey-Fleetwood Eric Foster Vernon-Monashee Simon Gibson Abbotsford-Mission Scott Hamilton Delta North Gordon Hogg Surrey-White Rock Douglas Horne Coquitlam-Burke Mountain Marvin Hunt Surrey-Panorama Greg Kyllo Shuswap Terry Lake Kamloops-North Thompson Linda Larson Boundary-Similkameen Richard Lee Burnaby North Norm Letnick Kelowna-Lake Country John Martin Chilliwack Don McRae Comox Valley Mike Morris Prince George-Mackenzie Coralee Oakes Cariboo North Pat Pimm Peace River North Darryl Plecas Abbotsford South Mary Polak Langley Linda Reid Richmond East Linda Reimer Port Moody-Coquitlam John Rustad Nechako Lakes Moira Stilwell Vancouver-Langara Michelle Stilwell Parksville-Qualicum Todd Stone Kamloops-South Thompson Jordan Sturdy West Vancouver-Sea-to-Sky Sam Sullivan Vancouver-False Creek Ralph Sultan West Vancouver-Capilano Jackie Tegart Fraser-Nicola Steve Thomson Kelowna-Mission Jane Thornthwaite North Vancouver-Seymour Laurie Throness Chilliwack-Hope Amrik Virk Surrey-Tynehead Teresa Wat Richmond Centre Andrew Wilkinson Vancouver-Quilchena Naomi Yamamoto North Vancouver-Lonsdale John Yap Richmond-Steveston Social Media bcliberals last tweet "RT @christyclarkbc: A major investment to make Westside Rd safer for residents and tourists. http://t.co/j6szhOxR0G #Kelowna #WestKelowna h…" @bcliberals - 11:02pm Follow @bcliberals Laurie Throness last post "Today is the second day of meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. Right now we're examining officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Social Innovation." facebook/lauriethroness - Oct 1st Like Laurie Throness Laurie Throness was elected MLA for Chilliwack-Hope on May 14, 2013. Laurie is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General for Corrections, and is a member of the Cabinet Committee on Secure Tomorrow, and the Legislative Review Committee. Prior to his election to the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, Laurie has worked in the political realm, serving federal and provincial politicians. Since 1984, Laurie has been involved in helping those who have represented our community in government. He began as Executive Assistant to former local MLA Harvey Schroeder, then Minister of Agriculture and Food in the Social Credit government. In 1994, Laurie accepted a position to work for Reform MP Chuck Strahl through his first term in Ottawa. Laurie then joined the Opposition Leader’s office, providing policy research and advice to three opposition leaders – Preston Manning, Stockwell Day and Stephen Harper. Following the election of a Conservative government in Ottawa in 2006, Laurie served as the Chief of Staff to Minister Chuck Strahl in the departments of Agriculture, Aboriginal Affairs, and Transport. Laurie is a supporter of continuing education and lifelong learning. A graduate of Canadian Bible College in Regina with a degree in Biblical Studies, Laurie later went on to earn a degree in history from Waterloo University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Queen’s University. In 2002, Laurie pursued a PhD in History at Cambridge University in the UK, and wrote a book (published in October 2008) about the history of our penitentiary (prison) system. Get in touch with Laurie v 10-7300 Vedder Road Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G6 Phone: (604) 858-5299 Fax: (604) 858-5290 Victoria Office Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 (250) 952- 7270 Email Laurie Get Our Updates Stay Updated {{ errorMsg }} {{ response }} Today's BC Liberals © 2012 BC Liberals, all rights reserved. Authorized by the Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party. Tel: 604.606.6000, 800.567.2257)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/AboutUs.aspx?id=2564,BCTF > About BCTF Member Records  	About us  Home | E-mail Lists | Links| A to Z Index | Contact Us | Help Site Search Quick Links BCTF forms BCTF News Français Labour links Pensions Teacher Newsmagazine Teaching resources For Teachers For Parents For Media BCTF Member Portal Professional Development Home > About Us > Membership BCTF Member Records The objectives of the Member Records department are: to maintain an accurate and current member database to continue to try to set up local membership files that are electronically compatible with the central membership file to improve communications and the working relationship with school district payroll personnel who assist in having members sign membership forms and in the collection and submission of fees to provide members with induction certificates and other memorabilia. Member Records staff Cory Anderson 604-871-2190; toll free 1-800-663-9163 (local 2190) Karen Cheung 604-871-2193; toll free 1-800-663-9163 (local 2193) Dawna Dodds 604-871-2192; toll free 1-800-663-9163 (local 2192) Lauri Sewell 604-871-2192; toll free 1-800-663-9163 (local 2192) For general membership inquiries, call Member Records staff or e-mail membership@bctf.ca.   About Us | News/Events | Publications | Advocacy/Action | Social Justice | Issues © 2006–14 BC Teachers’ Federation. All rights reserved. BCTF Privacy Policy)
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(20141006,twitter.com,https://twitter.com/bctf/status/499026508686819329,BCTF on Twitter: "Vancouver teachers bring their advocacy to weekday commuters and farmers' market shoppers | http://t.co/iLyYqjTocl" Twitter Search query Search Twitter Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Language: English Bahasa Indonesia Bahasa Melayu Čeština Dansk Deutsch EnglishUK Español Filipino français Italiano Magyar Nederlands Norsk Polski Português română Suomi Svenska Tiếng Việt Türkçe Русский Українська мова עִבְרִית العربية فارسی हिन्दी বাংলা ภาษาไทย 한국어 日本語 简体中文 繁體中文 Have an account? Sign in New to Twitter? Join Today » Sign In Phone, email or username Password Sign in Remember me Forgot password? Already using Twitter via text message? Follow Following Unfollow Blocked Unblock Pending Cancel BCTF ‏ @bctf Aug 11 Vancouver teachers bring their advocacy to weekday commuters and farmers' market shoppers | http://twitter.com/glenhansman/status/499025582399963136/photo/1pic.twitter.com/iLyYqjTocl  Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Retweets 19 Favorites 10 7:56 PM - 11 Aug 2014 Kelsey ‏ @montessorimice Aug 11 @bctf Coquitlam teachers are also at farmers markets in our area. Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet TG ‏ @TammyGr23868819 Aug 11 @bctf will school start sept?? Expand Collapse Reply Retweet Retweeted Favorite Favorited More Embed Tweet Don’t miss any updates from BCTF © 2014 Twitter About Help Ads info Close Flag this media This has already been marked as containing sensitive content. Flag this as containing potentially illegal content. Submit Cancel Learn more about flagging media Dismiss Close Previous Next Close Go to a person's profile Saved searches Remove Verified account @ Suggested users Verified account @ Verified account @ Close Retweet this to your followers? Cancel Retweet Close Are you sure you want to delete this Tweet? Cancel Delete Close Block Cancel Block Add a location to your Tweets When you tweet with a location, Twitter stores that location. You can switch location on/off before each Tweet and always have the option to delete your location history. Learn more Turn location on Not now Turn off location Close Profile summary Close Your lists Close Create a new list List name Description Under 100 characters, optional Privacy Public · Anyone can follow this list Private · Only you can access this list Save list Close Close Embed this Tweet Add this Tweet to your website by copying the code below. Learn more Hmm, there was a problem reaching the server. Try again? Include parent Tweet Include media Preview Close Sign up for Twitter Not on Twitter? Sign up, tune into the things you care about, and get updates as they happen. Have an account? Sign in » Close Two-way (sending and receiving) short codes: Country Code For customers of United States 40404 (any) Canada 21212 (any) United Kingdom 86444 Vodafone, Orange, 3, O2 Brazil 40404 Nextel, TIM Haiti 40404 Digicel, Voila Ireland 51210 Vodafone, O2 India 53000 Bharti Airtel, Videocon, Reliance Indonesia 89887 AXIS, 3, Telkomsel, Indosat, XL Axiata Italy 4880804 Wind 3424486444 Vodafone » See SMS short codes for other countries Close Confirmation)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=7878&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 17, No. 3, November/December 2004 Ten new BCTF lesson aids 1 LA 9972 Teaching for Social Justice: Vancouver, Coquitlam, Maple Ridge Teacher Research. Edited by Mohammed Shamsher and Elaine Decker, 200 p. ©2004. This book includes research by teachers on teaching for social justice. This collection of research reports by a diverse group of 16 Lower Mainland teachers reflects their passion for, and commitment to teaching for social justice. One of the most striking themes that emerges is that the teacher authors care deeply about their students as human beings and at the same time, care just as deeply that all students have rich opportunities to learn and succeed. $10 2 LA 8769 Music and Writing by Rhonda Draper, CD and 18 p. ©2003. Using this CD as a tool, your students will learn how to make a simple sentence, learn about the noun, the verb, the adjective and the adverb, and learn how to "dress up" their writing using the simile. Each exercise is set to a catchy beat or melody allowing your students to develop their musicianship while they learn these important writing concepts. Check out the author’s website at www.themusicteacher. ca to listen to a 30-second MP3 sample. Grades 1+ $25 3 LA 9167A Cowboy Up, Cole by Iris Tuftin, 113 p. ©2002. This novel is a story about a 12-year-old abused boy from Vancouver who, after a family crisis, is sent by his social services officer to her twin sister’s family ranch in Alberta. At first Cole is bitter and reluctant but soon begins to respond to his new friends in the Hollis family who are determined to introduce him to their world of horses and rodeo. Before long Cole is riding and roping but his attempt to influence his young friend negatively, by getting him to join him in smoking, leads to a set-back and his need to redeem himself with heroism. This novel is a good story, and provides a teaching tool to learn about horses and the inside story of ranch life and rodeo, as the author brings a lifetime of experience to her writing. Grades 5–9 $12.95 LA 9167B Cowboy Up, Cole–Teacher Resource Unit and Novel Study 45 p. This novel study for "Cowboy Up, Cole" contains a variety of types of lessons and activities. Includes reproducible lessons and teacher guided information in a variety of subject areas such as language arts, math, art, drama and equine studies, research activities, group projects, and web site links. Grades 5–9 $14.95 4 LA 3113 Exploring Aboriginal Culture: Pow Wow by FORED BC, 262 p. ©2004. This learning resource package includes lesson plans on Totems Tell A Story, Soap Sculptures, Pow Wow Dances, and Traditional Aboriginal Food. Also included are the following resources: basic guide to First Nations names; map of First Nations of Canada; recommended book and website guide; aboriginal perspectives video resources; When Teaching About Aboriginal People; an Historical Look at Canada and BC's Relationship with First Nations; guest speaker information; "Claire and her Grandfather"; learning circle classroom activities on First Nations; It's a Pow Wow game sheet; aboriginal book list for children and seven information booklets. Grades K–3 $39 5 LA9502A Life on the Edge: A Guide to Pacific Coastal Habitats Produced by Earthwise Media LLC, 34-minute VHS videocassette, ©2004. In this beautifully filmed video, explore different marine habitats along British Columbia shores. Meet the residents of sandy beaches, eelgrass beds, rocky shores, estuaries and kelp forests, all struggling to make a living. The emphasis is on adaptations to a variety of coastal conditions. Also included are the forces shaping the shores, tides, and coastal geology. An 11-page teacher’s guide is included with suggestions for review, discussion and independent research for each of the seven chapters. Grades 6–12 $29.95 LA 9502B Life on the Edge: A Guide to Pacific Coastal Habitats—DVD $29.95. 6 F8512 J’observe les insectes : fourmis, mouches et grillons, Brillon, Gilles. bÉditions Michel Quintin, 82 p. ©1992. Ce livre est un guide d'activités et d'expériences scientifiques faciles à réaliser sur différents invertébrés qui nous entourent. Le livre incite les élèves à observer, à élever et à faire de petites expériences pour découvrir la vie de ces petites bêtes. 2e-4e année $15.95 7 LA 1072 A Teaching Unit on Consumerism and Media Literacy Produced by Victoria International Development Education Association, 20 p. ©2003. Part of VIDEA's Global Learner Series. Other available units in this series from BCTF are LA 1073 "A Teaching Unit on Music and Society," LA 2031 "A Teaching Unit on Global Warming," LA 2032 "A Teaching Unit on Peace and Conflict," and LA 2033 "A Teaching Unit on the Coffee Trade." Includes five lesson plans about consumerism. Students read a case study about consumerism in North America, and they take a critical look at how advertising affects society. Includes overheads, handouts and worksheets. Suitable for use in English and Communications 11 and 12. $8.95 8 LA 9170 Nonfiction Reading Practice, Grade 6 by the Victoria International Development Education Association 30 p. ©2001. This resource booklet looks at the child labour, and the unhealthy and dangerous working conditions, which are common place in the international toy industry. This booklet is part of VIDEA’s Sweatshops series focussing on the global production line and linking producers and consumers. Grades 8 to adult. $8.50 9 LA 2009 Do Some Great Thing by Anthony F. Brown, ©2004. This 40-min. DVD is a documentary that relates to the story of the first Black pioneers who arrived in B.C. in 1858, establishing settlements on Vancouver Island and Saltspring Island. The documentary presents the trials, tribulations, and accomplishments of the first black pioneers who came to Canada with the intent to integrate not segregate. The documentary deals head on with the issue of racial persecution, which spans two centuries and three countries—Canada, USA and Great Britain. A printed teacher’s guide is also included. Grades 10+ $29.95 10 LA 9662 Portraits of Our Culture Produced by the Vancouver School Board, 130 p. ©2004.This hard-cover, full-colour book features the art work of Vancouver School district students. Art teachers from 32 different schools helped secondary students mentor elementary students on a variety of collaborative projects around the theme "portraits of our culture." The students painted their portraits on everything from paper to stone, ceramic tile, and found objects. They did wool felting, photography, sculpture, and multi-media. Whatever the medium, the children enthusiastically depicted their diverse cutlures in brillant colour. The images in this collection are powerful in so many ways, and the students gained confidence through shared creativity and new friendships during the process of this successful project. K–12 $36.95 More curriculum resources and information are available at www.bcalmer.ca. To order any of the above lesson aids, enclose a cheque payable to the BCTF or authorized purchase order to BCTF Lesson Aids Service 100-550 West 6th Ave., Vancouver, BC V5Z 4P2 or telephone 604-871-2180 or toll free 1-800-663-9163, Local 2180, with a Visa or Mastercard. GST and postage/ handling are included in the prices. Orders are sent by return mail. Lesson Aids office and display room hours: 9:00–5:00 Mon. to Fri. from Sept. to June; 9:00 to 5:00 Tues. to Fri. during July and Aug.; 9:00–12:00 on Sat. during Sept., Oct., Jan., and Feb. bctf.ca/LessonAids)
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(20140925,www.staffroomconfidential.com,http://www.staffroomconfidential.com/2012/04/surrey-teachers-speak-to-mr-abbott.html?showComment0751334116555701,Staffroom Confidential: Surrey teachers speak to Mr. Abbott Staffroom Confidential Pages Home Beyond the blog Tuesday, April 10, 2012 Surrey teachers speak to Mr. Abbott From the Chimney Hill Elementary Teaching Staff To the Honourable George Abbott, Minister of Education On the Occasion of His Visit to Our School. We have chosen as a teaching staff to address our concerns to you in the form of a letter. We do not want a question and answer session to be portrayed in the media as Minister Abbott listening to the concerns of “real teachers”. Real teachers – our elected representatives, that is, the BCTF Bargaining team – have been in negotiations with our employer (which is, in essence, your government) for over a year now. They have shown great flexibility in negotiations by tabling various amendments to our initial positions. Our employer has offered nothing – no improvements for class size and composition, and not even a cost of living salary increase, which our own Surrey School Trustees recently awarded themselves. Our employer has asked us to give up our seniority rights, give up our ability to choose professional development to suit our individual needs as reflective teachers, and allow them to fire us after one less‐than‐satisfactory evaluation. If you think that “real teachers” think this is reasonable, you are very out of touch with the teachers of this province. There are 41,000 teachers in this province. While 100% of teachers will not agree with 100% of our union’s actions 100% of the time you can be assured that our union’s positions represent the broad consensus of BC’s teachers. Your failure to engage in meaningful negotiations, your failure to compromise, and your imposition of punitive legislation through Bill 22 is a profound insult to all BC teachers. You put our public education system at great risk through the disrespect that you show towards the province’s teachers. We believe Bill 22 is the ultimate example of the disrespect that your government has shown towards our profession. While it is called the Education Improvement Act, it actually weakens your government’s own class size and composition legislation. While it claims to address Justice Griffin’s ruling on Bills 27 and 28, it simply repeals and then reinstates these bills. And while it claims to offer a mediation process, it is not a real mediation process, because its parameters include stripping employment rights from our contract. Also, the so‐called “mediator” you have appointed has no mediation or K – 12 experience, and his impartiality is questionable. Since your government has been in office, BC’s public school teachers have witnessed a steady decline in the level of service that we have been able to offer our students. Bills 27 and 28 removed class size and composition guarantees and minimum levels of specialist teachers from our contract. At the time, we were told that this was necessary to improve the education system. Unfortunately, we have seen no improvement, only cuts: fewer learning support teachers, counselors and school psychologists. Here at Chimney Hill, we have a 60% counselor for a school of over 700 students. In many of our classes we have 5 to 8 students who require the services of a learning support teacher, but are not able to receive it because of too few teachers. Our library budget has been cut in half, and our teacher‐librarians must spend most of their time providing preparation relief time to our enrolling teachers, instead of doing collaborative planning and teaching to promote information literacy, leaving them unable to fulfill the requirements of their job description. Education Ministry spin about “the highest funding ever” rings very hollow for teachers who have to deal with the professional anxiety they experience over not being able to do their jobs adequately because of a lack of resources. Inflation and downloaded costs eat into district budgets and the results are an impaired education for our children. BC’s K – 12 education budget continues to decline as a percentage of the provincial budget and as a percentage of our provincial GDP. These percentages are declining far faster than the small decreases in student enrollment. BC’s children, our future, are paying the price for this lack of funding. Recently, you expressed concern about students being used for political purposes, when you received some anti‐bullying letters from a grade one class. Today, you have used students for political purposes, as a background for your photo opportunity, and in the process have disrupted their educational program. And over the past week, an unprecedented number of district maintenance staff have descended upon our school, power‐washing the school and sidewalk, cleaning windows and carpets, buffing floors, planting, laying sod, and picking up litter ‐ all in honour of your photo op. We only wish that more construction workers had been directed to our school to finish the Kindergarten addition on time, because for long periods during the fall we saw very few, if any, workers on site. The low‐bid contractor finished the job over four months late. As a result, several teachers taught their first term in an inadequate teaching space, including our music teacher, who taught up to 28 intermediate students in a 12’ by 24’ area in the computer lab. We do have four new classrooms, but portables remain. Our one gym is insufficient to meet the curricular needs of over 700 students. Each class receives only one hour of gym time per week, half of which is shared with another class. And there are no plans to build a new school in this neighbourhood. In the past, the building of schools was coordinated with the development of neighbourhoods. Today the developers receive quick approval while our students wait, wait and wait. Teachers frequently have to add downloaded social work and health care issues to their already busy professional lives. BC’s high child poverty rate makes teaching here that much more challenging. Chimney Heights may look like a wealthy community, but almost all of these large homes house two, three or more families. There’s a lot of poverty here, much of it hidden, but its effects are evident in the students we teach – behavior issues, anger, hunger and lack of educational support at home. The majority of the students in this school do not speak English as their first language. Add into the mix students with medical, intellectual and learning challenges, and far fewer learning support teachers, and you have a class in which the teacher is hard‐pressed or even unable to meet individual needs. Not only do our special needs students have their learning impaired by these cuts, but their classmates lose out because the classroom teacher has to spend so much of her time with these frequently unsupported special needs students. In conclusion, Mr. Abbott, teachers here at Chimney Hill, like so many teachers across BC, are frustrated, angry and insulted by the attacks your government has perpetrated on our public education system. We urge you to reconsider what your government is doing to public education. Our children, their families and our community deserve far better from you. Sincerely, The Chimney Hill Elementary Teaching Staff Surrey, BC, Canada Posted by Tara Ehrcke at 8:53 AM Email ThisBlogThis!Share to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 2 comments: Ian WenigerApril 10, 2012 at 8:55 PM What a great letter. The only quibble is that teachers need to stop urging the Minister Against Education to change his spots. Teachers need to threaten him with a full walkout, and get organizing to make good on their threat.ReplyDelete Candied FrogsApril 14, 2012 at 10:34 AM Unfortunately, this letter will fall upon deaf ears! Mr. Abbott cares only about continuing on the path he and his party have set. He and his pack of concrete thinking cronies are incapable of seeing the real picture. Abbott has no idea what it means to attempt teaching in a classroom when even a small percentage of its students have a learning difficulty and/or issues with behaviour. Let's pack 'em in there! Surely it can't be any different from a university lecture hall full of attentive adults. The standard of education in our province is in huge jeopardy. You're screwing things up George!ReplyDelete Add comment Load more... Newer Post Older Post Home Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) Labels 21st Century Learning Inc (7) BC (30) BC teachers strike 2014 (16) Class size (2) Education and class (1) Education as skill training (2) Education reform (7) FSA (1) Guest post (1) Occupy movement (1) Ontario (1) Private schools (1) School choice (2) School closures (1) Sexism (1) special education (2) Teacher wages (1) US (1) Subscribe via email enter your email address Follow me on twitter Follow @taraehrcke Share it Subscribe To Posts Atom Posts Comments Atom Comments Submit to Stumble Upon About the author Welcome to Staffroom Confidential - your source for up to the minute critical thoughts on education policy in Victoria, British Columbia and the World. This blog is written by Tara Ehrcke - teacher, activist, citizen. I am currently serving as Bargaining Chair and am a Past President of the Greater Victoria Teachers' Association. I am a high school math teacher in the Greater Victoria school district. The views expressed on this site are my own. Commenting is generally on, but may be turned off if the volume of comments on a particular post is very high. Archive ►  2014 (17) ►  September (9) ►  August (1) ►  June (2) ►  May (5) ►  2013 (14) ►  November (1) ►  September (1) ►  June (1) ►  May (1) ►  April (3) ►  March (2) ►  February (3) ►  January (2) ▼  2012 (81) ►  December (3) ►  November (6) ►  October (5) ►  September (6) ►  August (3) ►  July (1) ►  June (9) ►  May (6) ▼  April (6) Parents take note - Bill 36 is an attack on you On Bill 22, the LRB, report cards, and raw power Bill 22 and US education 'reform' Bill 22 and the erosion of teacher professionalism... Surrey teachers speak to Mr. Abbott Claremont teachers speak about Bill 22 ►  March (12) ►  February (11) ►  January (13) ►  2011 (125) ►  December (7) ►  November (8) ►  October (16) ►  September (10) ►  August (6) ►  July (2) ►  June (14) ►  May (18) ►  April (12) ►  March (7) ►  February (12) ►  January (13) ►  2010 (20) ►  December (2) ►  November (5) ►  October (6) ►  September (5) ►  August (2) Pageviews last 30 days Search This Blog Loading... Simple template. Template images by luoman. Powered by Blogger.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=8754&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Apr. 2004 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 16, Number 5, April 2004 Globalization comes home to roost: Child labour in Campbell’s B.C. by Gina Whitfield Bill 37, the child labour legislation adopted by the B.C. Liberals, has sent a clear message to teenage workers across the province: You have been made redundant; there are now new, more easily abused workers in town; no matter how close you thought you were to completing your 500 training-waged hours, the bottom just got lower. Thanks to Minister of Labour Graham Bruce and Gordon Campbell’s B.C. Liberals’ bringing in the most regressive child labour bill in North America, 12-year-old children can now work, and, hell, they might not even think that six bucks sucks. The new legislation is a clear attack on all working people, as the government encourages a "race to the bottom," complete with the economic exploitation of children. Bill 37 allows for children as young as 12 to work in British Columbia. Children can be employed in any occupation with almost no legal distinction between them and adult workers. As early as Grade 6, children can work in dangerous or physically intensive conditions in restaurants, door-to-door sales, industry, and agriculture. B.C. and Ralph Klein’s Alberta are the only Canadian provinces that allow 12-year-olds to work. But B.C. trumps all provinces by having the longest work days and longest work weeks for children. When in school, child workers can work 20 hours a week when attending school five days a week. In communities where school boards have implemented "flexible" four-day school weeks—to acommodate educational funding cuts—children can work up to 27 hours per week. That weekday once spent at school can now be spent at the mill, learning the hard knocks of global capitalism. There is precious little regulatory protection regarding, for instance, early morning shift work, work during school hours, or graveyard-shift work. Even in the libertarian Alberta, Klein lets the kids off at 9:00 p.m. In 2002, Canada signed the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child, citing the responsibility of the state to protect children from economic exploitation and from working in conditions that could be hazardous to their health or detrimental to their education. Bill 37 disregards the UN convention and shifts the responsibility for the protection of child workers from the government and the employer to the parent, who is now responsible for making sure the child’s workplace is safe. This process of liberalization and deregulation of employment standards and labour codes is familiar to workers in the Third World, where children of the working class and the poor are used to produce profit for capital. In B.C., the results will be similar, producing an even larger class divide and bringing the chickens of globalization home to roost, so to speak. Bill 37 is part of a wide-ranging attack on working-class and low-income families in B.C, including the contracting out of union jobs; cuts to health, education, social housing; and rent deregulation. And a glaring lack of affordable childcare, coupled with welfare cuts, will force the poorest families in British Columbia to send their children to work. As the 3:00 p.m. bell rings at elementary schools, kids in Point Grey will pile into SUVs heading for soccer or violin lessons, while kids in Surrey-Guildford will pile into school buses, not headed for home but for a little "homework" in the fields, learning about Canadian multiculturalism and equality. Sadly, the parents of the latter will be held morally responsible by the corporate apologists of this government when, not if, their children are injured or killed in the workplace or when being overworked causes them to drop out of school. The child labour bill is so regressive that not even the strongest champions of free enterprise and union bashing wanted to take credit for it. The B.C. Restaurant and Foodservices Association, the Retail Council of Canada, and the Business Council of B.C. have all stated that they were not actively campaigning for the use of child labour. Who was "actively campaigning"? Well, the B.C. Chamber of Commerce said that the ability to use the labour of children under 15 was on their "wish list." Gordon Campbell, apparently, is a genie who grants more than three wishes, as long as those doing the wishing donate to the Liberal Party. The B.C. Agricultural Council was also wishing hard for the legislation, and lobbying even harder. The B.C. Agricultural Council—whose mandate is to strengthen the competitive nature and increase the profits for B.C. agriculture—claims that some British Columbian products, particularly fruits and berries, are more profitable if they are subsidized by cheap labour. The farming industry in British Columbia already has one of the most exploited and casual work forces in the country, made up primarily of immigrants from South Asia and migrant farm labour. Together with Bill 37, the government also entirely removed farm labour from labour code protection. Most farm workers already do piece work and do not make minimum wage, receive overtime pay, benefits, or holidays. That wage slavery has now been codified by the B.C. Liberals. The council had been lobbying the Campbell government to allow for the import of temporary workers from Mexico, who could be more easily abused and economically exploited. Bruce, however, opted to further impoverish the current workforce and further open up the fields to child labour. Bill 37 was, above all, a gift to big agro-business in this province. Globally, international capital has always reaped the profits of child labour. We should not be too surprised that neo-liberal imperialist globalization (a.k.a. capitalism) is hitting the poorest here at home. This is one element of the "race to the bottom," as governments facilitate corporate exploitation of workers and natural resources throughout the world. The child labour legislation of Gordon Campbell’s government is an issue around which to organize as part of the global movement for social justice. And to avoid simple moralizing about "the children," we must also demand jobs with justice for adults, and quality, free education for children. Gina Whitfield works with Free Campbell’s Kids: The Campaign To End Legislated Child Labour in B.C.)
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(20141001,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=25452&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > March 2012 Teacher Newsmagazine   Volume 24, Number 5, March 2012   Giant’s Head Elementary School staff write to George Abbott  Thank you for your visit today. We are pleased and honoured that you have chosen to visit Giant’s Head Elementary School. We certainly believe Giant’s Head School is a very special place. It’s a people place! It is a place where we strive every day to make a difference in children’s lives. We put our heart and soul into our work here. No doubt, that can be said for many public schools in our province. Teachers care about kids. That is why we do what we do! We are here to share the “aha moments” and we are here to work hard “in the trenches” for those kids who need more time, more resources, and more love. We are the voice for those children. Today we want you to hear our message on their behalf and on our behalf. We pride ourselves at Giant’s Head Elementary School for our teacher-driven initiatives. We are leaders in education. Teacher-led professional development is the norm at our school. Many of our teachers have worked with Susan Close and Adrienne Gear to bring rich learning experiences to our classrooms. Several of our teachers have offered their classrooms as demonstration sites so other teachers could see SMART learning in action. Many teachers on staff have been using the “Inquiry Model” to determine the next step in professional development. Because of our flexibility and initiative, Giant’s Head teachers have become exemplars and provincial master trainers for programs like SMART and Tribes. Besides being able to impact our classrooms, many agree it is the richest professional development they have ever done! We thrive on learning as professionals. For seven years, we have had an active learning community that has always sought to solidify best practice in areas such as language arts, math, or social responsibility. When we determine an area where we want to see professional growth, we make it happen. We are working together on a model for teaching mathematics which incorporates the latest research in this area. We bring in experts to enhance our music, art, and DPA programs. Other times we are the experts and we share that expertise throughout the district and province. This year in the midst of job action we jumped into a book study based on Ross W. Greene’s, Lost at School. We sit with our colleagues after school and try to solve the dilemma of how to reach those kids in our building who are “lost at school.” We do this not because we are directed to do so, but because we want to make a difference in our students’ lives. So, Mr. Abbott, we get worried when we hear talk about the government changing professional development from being locally developed to something that is going to be prescribed to us from afar. We know what we want and what we need to best support our students. “Top down” is not the model that has worked so well for us at Giant’s Head Elementary School. Support us, but please don’t try to control us. We need your support in many crucial ways. We need your help to right the wrongs of slashed contracts. We need language in our contract to ensure classroom environments are student and teacher friendly. Smaller class sizes would be a great place to start. All of us have seen the challenge of teaching with too many children in a classroom. The amount of individual attention is limited. We are putting in more of our own time, funding our own resources and still we cannot meet all of their needs. Adequate funding for special needs children is also crucial. This applies for children not only at both ends of the spectrum—our gifted and our learning challenged, but also our behaviourally challenged. Some of us remember a time when program aides were available in classrooms to help those “grey area kids” who would turn the corner on learning when they had just a little more help. Now every CEA is a personal attendant or Care-aid and little help is available to those other children who struggle to adapt to the classroom environment. We have many special needs children who get very little specialized help because our Special Education teacher and Learning Assistance teacher are stretched to the maximum. We turn to them for help but they are overwhelmed by the sheer volume of children they service, not to mention testing, developing Individualized Education Programs, school-based meetings, and parent meetings. We have other children who need help but because the funding formula has changed they no longer qualify for funding because the bar has been raised. In the meantime teachers are working harder than they ever have to meet the needs of every child in their classroom. Without extra support in the classroom to meet the increasing mental health, physical, and emotional concerns of the children of British Columbia, teachers are finding it overwhelming to even implement the exciting initiatives we are passionate to put into practice. As technology is a cornerstone for personalized 21st century learning, we wonder how we will manage with a lack of funds for hardware, software, training, and support. Please, fund the equipment and maintenance of it, and fund the training we might need to use the equipment. Right now much of our equipment and software is outdated and we struggle daily to make do with what we have. We are happy to have you visit. The Grade Five Ambassadors will be proud to tour you through their school. It has been their home for several years now. They are leaders and proud of their role. Students will be nervous, but happy, to have you stop and watch them in action. They know what is expected of them as ambassadors of our school. We hope they live up to those expectations! But kids are kids—some days they soar and some days no matter how hard they flap their wings, they don’t quite get off the ground. Teachers will be glad to see you too. But in the busy-ness of our days, we may be caught up in a learning moment and miss the opportunity to say “Hello….and by the way, Mr. Abbott, I want you to know….” We are passionate about kids and we are passionate about our work with kids. We urge you to see us as stakeholders and to support us in the work we do so well. We are not adversaries; we are a part of this family of learners that stretches across this wonderful province of ours. We need your support and welcome the opportunity to further communicate with you about what is happening here, “in the trenches.”  With regards, teaching staff of Giant’s Head Elementary School, Summerland  )
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(20141007,en.wikipedia.org,http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Siege_of_Detroit,Siege of Detroit - Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia Siege of Detroit From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia Jump to: navigation, search For the 1763 action in Pontiac's Rebellion, see Siege of Fort Detroit. Coordinates: 42°19′49″N 83°02′55″W﻿ / ﻿42.33015°N 83.04874°W﻿ / 42.33015; -83.04874 Siege of Detroit Part of the War of 1812 The Surrender of Detroit by John Wycliffe Lowes Forster. Date 15–16 August 1812 Location Detroit, Michigan Result British victory Belligerents United States United Kingdom Upper Canada Native Americans Commanders and leaders William Hull Isaac Brock Tecumseh Strength 582 regulars 1,600+ militia 30 guns[1] 600 Natives 330 regulars 400 militia 5 light guns 3 heavy guns, 2 mortars 2 warships[2] Casualties and losses 7 killed 2,493 captured 2 wounded v t e Detroit frontier Tippecanoe Fort Mackinac Brownstown Maguaga Fort Dearborn Detroit Fort Harrison Fort Wayne Wild Cat Creek Mississinewa Frenchtown Fort Meigs Fort Stephenson Lake Erie Thames Longwoods Prairie du Chien Mackinac Island Lake Huron Malcolm's Mills The Siege of Detroit, also known as the Surrender of Detroit, or the Battle of Fort Detroit, was an early engagement in the Anglo-American War of 1812. A British force under Major General Isaac Brock with Native American allies under the Shawnee leader, Tecumseh, used bluff and deception to intimidate the American Brigadier General William Hull into surrendering the fort and town of Detroit, Michigan, and a dispirited army which nevertheless outnumbered the victorious British and Native Americans. The British victory reinvigorated the militia and civil authorities of Upper Canada, who had previously been pessimistic and affected by pro-American agitators. Many Native American people in the Northwest Territory were inspired to take arms against American outposts and settlers. The British held Detroit for more than a year before their small fleet on Lake Erie was defeated, which forced them to abandon the western frontier of Upper Canada. Contents 1 Background 1.1 American plans and moves 1.2 British moves 2 Battle 3 Casualties and losses 4 Aftermath 4.1 Memorials 5 Notes 6 References 7 External links Background[edit] American plans and moves[edit] In the early months of 1812, as tension with Britain increased, President of the United States James Madison and Secretary of War William Eustis were urged by many people, including William Hull, Governor of the Michigan Territory, to form an army which would secure the former Northwest Territory against Native Americans incited to take arms against the United States by British agents and fur trading companies. In particular it was urgently necessary to reinforce the outpost of Detroit, which had a population of 800 but a peacetime garrison of only 120 soldiers.[3] It was also suggested that this army might invade the western districts of Upper Canada, where support might be expected from the many recent immigrants from the United States who had been attracted by generous land grants.[4] Madison and Eustis concurred with this plan. Madison offered command of the army to Hull, an ageing veteran of the American Revolutionary War. Hull was initially reluctant to take the appointment, but no other officer with his prestige and experience was immediately available. After repeated pleas from Madison, Hull finally accepted, and was commissioned as a Brigadier General in the United States Army.[5] Hull's army consisted initially of three regiments of Ohio militia under Colonels Lewis Cass, Duncan McArthur and James Findlay. When Hull took command of them at Dayton on 25 May, he found that they were badly equipped and ill-disciplined, and no arrangements had been made to supply them on the march. He made hasty efforts to remedy the deficiencies in equipment. Joined by the 4th U.S. Infantry under Lieutenant Colonel James Miller, the army marched north from Urbana on 10 June. On instructions from Eustis, Hull ignored an earlier route established by Anthony Wayne, and created a new route to Detroit across the Black Swamp area of northwest Ohio.[6] On 26 June, he received a letter from Eustis, dated 18 June, warning him that war was imminent and urging that he should make for Detroit "with all possible expedition".[7] Hull accordingly hastened his march. To lighten the load on his draught horses, worn out by the arduous march, he put his entrenching tools, medical supplies, officers' baggage and despatches, with some sick men and the army's band, aboard the packet vessel Cayahoga at the foot of the Maumee River, to be transported across Lake Erie. Eustis had sent his first letter of 18 June by special messenger. Congress had passed the declaration of war later that day but Eustis sent a second letter to Hull with this vital information only by ordinary mail.[8] On 28 June, the postmaster at Cleveland, Ohio hired an express rider to rush the letter to Hull but even this arrived only on 2 July. The British ambassador in Washington had sent the news of the American declaration of war urgently to Britain and Canada and the military commanders in Canada had in turn hastened to inform all their outposts of the state of war. On 2 July, the unsuspecting Cayahoga was captured by a Canadian-manned armed brig of the Provincial Marine, the General Hunter, near the British post at Amherstburg at the foot of the Detroit River.[7] Hull reached Detroit on 5 July. Here he was reinforced by detachments of Michigan militia, including the 140 men of the Michigan Legionary Corps which Hull had established in 1805. The American army was short of supplies, especially food, as Detroit apparently provided only soap and whiskey.[8] Nevertheless, Eustis urged Hull to attack Amherstburg. The fort there was defended by 300 British regulars, mainly from the 41st Regiment, 400 natives and some militia.[9] The post's commander was Colonel St. George, who was later superseded by Colonel Henry Procter of the 41st. Although Hull was not enthusiastic, writing to Eustis that "The British command the water and the savages",[10] his army crossed into Canada on 12 July. He issued several proclamations which were intended to induce Canadians to join or support his army. Some of his mounted troops raided up the Thames as far as Moraviantown. Although these moves discouraged many of the militia from opposing Hull's invasion, few of the inhabitants of the region, even those who had recently moved from the United States, actively aided Hull. After some indecisive skirmishes with British outposts along the Canard River, Hull decided he could not attack the British fort without artillery, which could not be brought forward because the carriages had decayed and needed repair, and he fell back.[11] Several of Hull's officers disagreed with this retreat and secretly discussed removing him from command. Hull had been quarreling with his militia Colonels since taking over the army, and he felt that he did not have their support, whether in the field or in the frequent councils of war he called. British moves[edit] Plan of Detroit and its fort, 1792 On 17 July, a mixed force of British regulars, Canadian fur traders and Native Americans captured the important trading post of Mackinac Island on Lake Huron from its small American garrison who, like Hull earlier, were not aware that war had broken out. While many of the Natives who had taken part in the attack either remained at Mackinac or returned to their homes, at least one hundred Sioux, Menominee and Winnebago warriors began moving south from Mackinac to join those already at Amherstburg, while the news induced the previously neutral Wyandots living near Detroit to become increasingly hostile to the Americans. Hull learned of the capture of Mackinac on 3 August, when the paroled American garrison reached Detroit by schooner.[12] Fearing that this had "opened the northern hive of Indians",[13] Hull abandoned all the Canadian territory he held. Hull's supply lines ran for 60 miles (97 km) along the Detroit River and the shore of Lake Erie, which was dominated by the British armed vessels, and were vulnerable to British and Native American raiders. On 4 August, at the Battle of Brownstown, a party under Tecumseh ambushed and routed an American detachment under Major van Horne, capturing more of Hull's despatches. Hull sent a larger party under James Miller to clear his lines of communication, and escort a supply convoy of 300 head of cattle and 70 pack horses loaded with flour, which was waiting at Frenchtown under Major Brush.[14] On 9 August, at the Battle of Maguaga, Miller forced a British and Indian force under Major Adam Muir of the 41st Regiment to retreat some distance, but when the British re-formed their line, he declined to resume the attack. Miller, who was ill and whose losses in the engagement were heavier than those of the enemy, seemed to completely lose confidence and remained encamped near the battlefield until Hull ordered him to return to Detroit. Meanwhile, Major General Isaac Brock, the British commander in Upper Canada, was in York, the provincial capital, dealing with the unwilling Assembly and mobilising the province's militia. Although he had only a single regiment of regulars and some small detachments of veterans and artillery to support the militia, he was already aware that there was no immediate threat from the disorganised and badly-supplied American forces on the Niagara River, or from the lethargic American commander in chief, Major General Henry Dearborn, at Albany in Upper New York State. Only Hull's army was occupying or threatening Canadian territory. Late in July, Brock learned of the capture of Mackinac. He was also informed by Lieutenant General Sir George Prevost, the Governor General of Canada, that an additional regiment he had asked for was being dispatched to Upper Canada, although as piecemeal detachments. Brock dispatched 50 of his small force of regulars and 250 volunteers from the militia westward from York to reinforce Amherstburg. On 5 August, he prorogued the Assembly and set out himself after them. He and his force sailed from Port Dover in batteaux and open boats and reached Amherstburg on 13 August,[15] at the same time as 200 additional Native American warriors (100 "Western Indians" from Mackinac and 100 Wyandots) who joined Tecumseh. At Amherstburg, Brock immediately learned from Hull's captured despatches that the morale of Hull and his army was low, that they feared the numbers of Indians which might be facing them, and that they were short of supplies. Brock also quickly established a rapport with Tecumseh, ensuring that the Indians would cooperate with his moves. Brock and Tecumseh met for the first and only time shortly after Brock arrived at Amherstburg. Legend has it that Tecumseh turned to his warriors and said, "Here is a man!" Brock certainly wrote shortly afterwards, "... a more sagacious and a more gallant Warrior does not I believe exist."[16] Against the advice of most of his subordinates, Brock determined on an immediate attack on Detroit. The British had already played on Hull's fear of the Indians by arranging for a letter, which asked that no more Indians be allowed to proceed from Fort Mackinac as there were already no less than 5,000 at Amherstburg and supplies were running short, to fall into American hands. Brock sent a demand for surrender to Hull, stating: The force at my disposal authorizes me to require of you the immediate surrender of Fort Detroit. It is far from my intention to join in a war of extermination, but you must be aware, that the numerous body of Indians who have attached themselves to my troops, will be beyond control the moment the contest commences… To deceive the Americans into believing there were more British troops than there actually were, Brock's force carried out several bluffs. At the suggestion of Major Thomas Evans, the Brigade Major at Fort George, Brock gave his militia the cast-off uniforms of the 41st Regiment to make Hull believe most of the British force were regulars.[17] The troops were told to light individual fires instead of one fire per unit, thereby creating the illusion of a much larger army. They marched to take up positions in plain sight of the Americans then quickly ducked behind entrenchments, and marched back out of sight to repeat the manoeuvre. The same trick was carried out during meals, where the line would dump their beans into a hidden pot, then return out of view to rejoin the end of the queue. Battle[edit] On 15 August, gunners of the Provincial Marine set up a battery of one 18-pounder and two 12-pounder guns and two mortars on the Canadian shore of the Detroit River and began bombarding Fort Detroit, joined by two armed vessels (the General Hunter and the 20-gun Sloop-of-war Queen Charlotte) in the river. In the early hours of the morning of 16 August, Tecumseh's warriors crossed the river about 5 miles (8.0 km) south of Detroit.[18] They were followed after daybreak by Brock's force, divided into three small "brigades". The first was composed of 50 men of the Royal Newfoundland Fencibles and some Lincoln and Kent militia; the second consisted of 50 men of the 41st Regiment with York, Lincoln, Oxford and Norfolk militia; the third was formed from the main body of the 41st (200 men) and 50 men of the Royal Artillery with five field guns (three 6-pounders and two 3-pounders).[2] Brock originally intended to occupy a fortified position astride Hull's supply line and wait for starvation and bombardment to force the Americans to surrender or come out to fight, but he then learned that on the previous day, Hull had sent a detachment of 400 men under Colonels Cass and McArthur to escort Brush's convoy to Detroit via a backwoods trail some distance from the lake and river,[19] and this detachment was only a few miles from the British rear. (Hull had sent messengers recalling this force the night before, but Cass and MacArthur had already encamped for the night and declined to move.) To avoid being caught between two fires, Brock advanced immediately against the rear of Fort Detroit, the side furthest from the river where the defences were weakest.[18] Tecumseh's warriors meanwhile paraded several times past a gap in the forests where the Americans could see them, while making loud war cries. One account claims that Tecumseh was behind the idea of displaying trumped-up troop levels. A Canadian officer (militia cavalry leader William Hamilton Merritt) noted that "Tecumseh extended his men, and marched them three times through an opening in the woods at the rear of the fort in full view of the garrison, which induced them to believe there were at least two or three thousand Indians."[20] Because Merritt was not an eyewitness, his version has been disputed. Wikisource has original text related to this article: Articles of Capitulation of Fort Detroit As the British bombardment began to cause casualties, Hull despaired of holding out against a force which seemingly consisted of thousands of British regulars and, hearing the Indian war cries, began to fear a slaughter. Women and children, including his own daughter and grandchild, still resided within the fort. Against the advice of his subordinates, Hull hoisted a white flag of surrender. He sent messengers to Brock asking for three days to agree on terms of surrender. Brock replied he would allow him three hours. Hull surrendered his entire force, including Cass's and McArthur's detachment and Major Brush's supply convoy. There were rumours that General Hull had been drinking heavily prior to the surrender. He is reported to have said the Indians were "numerous beyond example," and "more greedy of violence… than the Vikings or Huns."[21] Casualties and losses[edit] Before the surrender, the British bombardment had killed two American officers (including Lieutenant Porter Hanks, the former commander of Fort Mackinac, who was awaiting a court martial), and five other ranks. The answering fire from the guns of Fort Detroit had wounded two British gunners. After Hull surrendered, the 1,600 Ohio militia from his army were paroled and were escorted south until they were out of danger of attack from Natives. Most of the Michigan militia had already deserted. The 582 American regulars were sent as prisoners to Quebec City. Among the booty and military stores surrendered were 30 cannon, 300 rifles and 2,500 muskets. The only armed American vessel on the Upper Lakes, the brig Adams, was captured and taken into British service, but was recaptured a few weeks later near Fort Erie, and later ran aground and was set on fire. Aftermath[edit] The news of the surrender of Hull's army was startling on both sides of the border. On the American side, many Indians took up arms and attacked American settlements and isolated military outposts.[22] In Upper Canada, the population and militia were encouraged, particularly in the Western districts where they had been threatened by Hull's army. Brock overlooked the local militia's former reluctance to perform their duty, instead rewarding those militiamen who had remained at their posts. More materially, the 2,500 muskets captured from Hull were distributed among the hitherto ill-equipped militia. The British gained an important post on American territory and won control over Michigan Territory and the Detroit region for most of the following year. Brock was hailed as a hero, and Tecumseh's influence over the confederation of natives was strengthened. Brock left Colonel Henry Procter in command at Amherstburg and Detroit, and went to the Niagara River, intending to mount a pre-emptive attack into New York State to forestall an American attack across the river. He was thwarted by an armistice arranged by Sir George Prevost. When this ended, the Americans attacked near Queenston. At the ensuing Battle of Queenston Heights, Brock was killed leading a hasty counter-attack to recover a battery which had been captured by the Americans. General Hull was tried by court martial and was sentenced to death for his conduct at Detroit, but the sentence was commuted by President Madison to dismissal from the Army, in recognition of his honourable service in the American Revolution. American attempts to regain Detroit were continually thwarted by poor communications and the difficulties of maintaining militia contingents in the field, until they won a naval victory at the Battle of Lake Erie on 10 September 1813. This isolated the British at Amherstburg and Detroit from their supplies and forced them to retreat. Hull's successor, Major General William Henry Harrison, pursued the retreating British and Natives and defeated them at the Battle of the Thames, where Tecumseh was killed. Memorials[edit] The British 41st Regiment, which subsequently became the Welch Regiment, was awarded the battle honour "Detroit", one of the few to be awarded to British regiments for the War of 1812. The captured colours of the 4th U.S. Infantry are currently in the Welch Regiment Museum at Cardiff Castle. Six currently active regular battalions of the United States Army (5-3 FA, 1-3 Inf, 2-3 Inf, 4-3 Inf, 1-5 Inf and 2-5 Inf) perpetuate the lineages of several American units (Freeman's Company, 1st Regiment of Artillery, and the old 1st, 4th and 19th Infantry Regiments) that participated in Hull's initial invasion of Canada and his subsequent surrender of Detroit. Five regiments of the Canadian Army carry the battle honour Detroit to commemorate the service of ancestor units in the campaign. They are: the Royal Newfoundland Regiment, the Queen's York Rangers, the 56th Field Artillery Regiment, RCA, the Royal Hamilton Light Infantry and the Lincoln and Welland Regiment. In 2012, the Royal Canadian Mint released a 25¢ coin depicting Tecumseh to mark the war of 1812's bicentennial. Notes[edit] ^ Hitsman, p.81 ^ a b Hitsman, pp.79-80 ^ Elting, p. 24 ^ Elting, p. 25 ^ Elting, pp. 24–25 ^ Elting, pp. 24-26 ^ a b Elting, p. 26 ^ a b Elting, p. 27 ^ Elting, p. 28 ^ Hitsman, p. 70 ^ Hitsman, pp. 71-72 ^ Hitsman, p.75 ^ C. P. Stacey, The Defence of Upper Canada, 1812, in Zaslow (ed), p.18 ^ Elting, p.30 ^ C. P. Stacey, The Defence of Upper Canada, 1812, in Zaslow (ed), p.17 ^ Hitsman, p.78 ^ Cruikshank, p.186 ^ a b Elting, pp.34-35 ^ Elting (1995), p.32 ^ Merritt, in Wood, William ed. Select British Documents of the Canadian War of 1812. British documents, 3:554.) ^ Gilbert, Bil (1989). God Gave us This Country: Tekamthi and the First American Civil War. New York: Atheneum. ISBN 978-0-689-11632-2. [page needed] ^ Elting, pp.36-37 References[edit] Elting, John R. (1995). Amateurs to Arms. New York: Da Capo Press. ISBN 0-306-80653-3.  Hitsman, J. Mackay (1999). The Incredible War of 1812. Robin Brass Studio. ISBN 1-896941-13-3.  Hull, William (1824). Memoirs of the Campaign of the Northwestern Army of the United States, A.D. 1812. True & Greene.  Latimer, Jon (2007). 1812: War with America. Cambridge MA: Harvard University Press. ISBN 0-674-02584-9.  Zaslow, Morris (1964). The Defended Border. Toronto: Macmillan of Canada. ISBN 0-7705-1242-9.  External links[edit] Cruikshank, Ernest A. "The Documentary History of the Campaign upon the Niagara Frontier. Part 3". Lundy's Lane Historical Society. Retrieved 3 July 2010.  PBS Documentary on the War of 1812 features a chapter on Detroit. v t e Conflicts of the War of 1812 Battles of the War of 1812 United States Washington, D.C. Burning of Washington Georgia Battle of Fort Peter Louisiana Battle of New Orleans Siege of Fort St. Philip Maryland Battle of Baltimore Battle of Bladensburg Battle of Caulk's Field Battle of North Point Battle of St. Michaels Raid on Havre de Grace New York Battle of Big Sandy Creek Battle of Buffalo Battle of Ogdensburg Battle of Plattsburgh Capture of Fort Niagara Raid on Black Rock Second Battle of Sacket's Harbor Ohio Battle of Fort Stephenson Copus massacre Siege of Fort Meigs Virginia Battle of Craney Island Raid on Alexandria Skirmish at Farnham Church Battle of Rappahannock River U.S. territories Alabama Battles of Fort Bowyer Illinois Battle of Fort Dearborn Battle of Rock Island Rapids Siege of Prairie du Chien Indiana Battle of the Mississinewa Battle of Tippecanoe Battle of Wild Cat Creek Siege of Fort Harrison Siege of Fort Wayne Maine Battle of Hampden Michigan Battle of Brownstown Battle of Frenchtown Battle of Mackinac Island Battle of Maguaga Siege of Detroit Siege of Fort Mackinac Mississippi Battle of Burnt Corn Battle of Callabee Creek Canoe Fight Battle of Holy Ground Battle of Horseshoe Bend Battle of Talladega Battle of Tallushatchee Battles of Emuckfaw and Enotachopo Creek Fort Mims massacre Kimbell–James Massacre Missouri Battle of Credit Island Battle of the Sink Hole British North America Lower Canada Battle of the Chateauguay First Battle of Lacolle Mills Second Battle of Lacolle Mills Upper Canada Battle of Beaver Dams Battle of Chippawa Battle of Cook's Mills Battle of Crysler's Farm Battle of Fort George Battle of Frenchman's Creek Battle of Longwoods Battle of Lundy's Lane Battle of Malcolm's Mills Battle of Queenston Heights Battle of Stoney Creek Battle of the Thames Battle of York Capture of Fort Erie Raid on Elizabethtown Raid on Port Dover Raid on Gananoque Siege of Fort Erie Spanish Empire Spanish Florida Battle of Pensacola Naval battles Atlantic Ocean Capture of HMS Boxer Capture of HMS Cyane Capture of HMS Epervier Capture of HMS Frolic Capture of HMS Penguin Capture of HMS Dominica Capture of USS Argus Capture of USS Chesapeake Capture of USS President Chesapeake Bay Flotilla USS Constitution vs HMS Java Sinking of HMS Avon Battle of Fayal Sinking of HMS Peacock Sinking of HMS Reindeer USS Constitution vs HMS Guerriere USS United States vs HMS Macedonian Caribbean Sea Battle of La Guaira Great Lakes Battle of Lake Erie Battle of Fort Oswego Engagements on Lake Huron Engagements on Lake Ontario First Battle of Sacket's Harbor Gulf Coast Action of 13 December 1814 Battle of Lake Borgne Pacific Ocean Action off James Island Action off Charles Island Nuku Hiva Campaign Battle of Valparaiso (Capture of USS Essex) See also: American Indian Wars, Creek War, Napoleonic Wars and Tecumseh's War Category Portal  definition  textbooks  quotes  source texts  media  news stories Retrieved from "http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Siege_of_Detroit&oldid=610736726" Categories: 1812 in the United States Battles of the War of 1812 Pre-statehood history of Michigan History of Detroit, Michigan Sieges of the War of 1812 Michigan in the War of 1812 Sieges involving the United Kingdom Hidden categories: Wikipedia articles needing page number citations from September 2010 Use dmy dates from July 2013 Coordinates on Wikidata Navigation menu Personal tools Create account Log in Namespaces Article Talk Variants Views Read Edit View history More Search Navigation Main page Contents Featured content Current events Random article Donate to Wikipedia Wikimedia Shop Interaction Help About Wikipedia Community portal Recent changes Contact page Tools What links here Related changes Upload file Special pages Permanent link Page information Wikidata item Cite this page Print/export Create a book Download as PDF Printable version Languages Français 日本語 Русский 中文 Edit links This page was last modified on 30 May 2014 at 03:26. Text is available under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike License; additional terms may apply. By using this site, you agree to the Terms of Use and Privacy Policy. Wikipedia® is a registered trademark of the Wikimedia Foundation, Inc., a non-profit organization. Privacy policy About Wikipedia Disclaimers Contact Wikipedia Developers Mobile view)
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(20140930,www.bctf.ca,https://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=11930&printPage=true,Teacher newsmagazine  Close Window Print Page BC Teachers' Federation Home > Publications > Teacher Newsmag > Archives > Nov./Dec. 2000 Teacher Newsmagazine Volume 13, Number 3, Nov./Dec. 2000 It’s a long way to Lilongwe, Malawi by Mary Leah DeZwart In the summer of 2000, I was among the Canadian teachers on Project Overseas in Malawi, East Central Africa. I had to consult an atlas to locate Malawi, and the Internet to find out what the country is like. Both sources of information were interesting but inadequate to describe a beautiful country and gentle people. Through Project Overseas—Malawi, we were to assist the teachers’ union of Malawi in putting on a three-week in-service for teachers wishing to improve their qualifications, in many cases, obtaining their high school graduation. The government of Malawi’s declaration that all primary education should be free has resulted in a teacher shortage and extremely large classes. Teachers often have Grade 11 and three months’ teacher training. They value education greatly and want to get more of it. INSET as the in-service is known, was held at the Natural Resources College 20 minutes outside Lilongwe, the capital city of Malawi. The Natural Resources College was built with Canadian money in the 1980s. It was undergoing a management change while we were there, having been purchased by a Danish development agency. The campus has long, covered walkways connecting substantial brick classrooms. The two-foot moat around each building reminded me that we were there in the winter or dry season. It was hard to imagine that the moats contained downpours that would happen a few months later. I think it rained only once while we were there, and the evenings were positively chilly at times. So much for the people who said to me, “Won’t it be really hot in Africa compared to Kamloops?” Each Canadian teacher was paired with a co-tutor. I taught home economics, but more properly speaking, I assisted my more-than-competent co-tutor deliver a program intended to help the teachers obtain one of their Malawi State Certificate Equivalents. The MSCE is very similar to the British “O” levels. The home economics curriculum is being Malawianized as my co-tutor put it, but only Form One has been completed. It will be three more years before the government examinations catch up to the new curriculum. We therefore had to teach a curriculum that was based on distinctly non-Malawian everyday items. The gods must have been laughing the day I had to teach all about laundry. I’m notorious in my family for shrinking anything wool and dyeing everything pink. Washing machines are not common in Malawi, so it was rub, knead, and squeeze, depending, of course, on whether you were using cotton, wool, or synthetics. I had to donate my gray sweater to the wool-blocking demonstration. It took three days to dry (and those nights are cool!). I bought a box of starch and learned to mix it up—just like pudding, my co-tutor said. Then I had to teach it. I borrowed my roommate’s shirt and starched it so much she never had a wrinkle in it for the remaining time in Malawi. Probably the highlight of the whole teaching experience was the day we did the food demonstrations. My co-tutor wanted me to teach all about flour mixtures. I figured this was no problem since I have been teaching foods and nutrition classes off and on since 1974. Finding recipes was the first hurdle. They were all in grams. We guessed a little, interpolated a lot, and came up with four variations on the cake method, and one pastry recipe. The cakes mostly turned out, except possibly for the rubbing-in method, which was rather flat. The pastry was also a bit of a failure. I didn’t realize how dependent I was on a pastry blender and lard rather than two knives and margarine. Buying the eggs was also an experience. I needed nine, but bought twelve just to be on the safe side. Lucky for me, because eggs come in plastic bags, not cartons, and I kneeled on three on the way home. I also must admit that I kept doing things wrong. Fortunately my co-tutor knew the right way to do things in home economics. From her I learned to tilt the bowl at a precise 45-degree angle and use the back of the wooden spoon when creaming sugar and margarine. I always thought you used a wooden spoon instead of a metal one because the sound of the latter would drive you nuts, hitting against the sides of the bowl. Apparently not. I probably shocked my co-tutor with my surprising lack of knowledge, but she was tactful and didn’t embarrass me in front of the students. Like any good teacher, she provided me with a good reference book and the opportunity to make my own mistakes. That is probably the whole point of Project Overseas. We learn from each other. As North Americans we go in with considerably more resources but much less humility. I came out with a bit more humility and a great deal of respect for our colleagues in Malawi; they put up with huge classes and a dearth of resources; they are, despite all this, friendly and warm-hearted to the Canadian visitors, and they are fervent believers in education. Project Overseas is sponsored by the Canadian Teachers’ Federation, with contributions from all Canadian provinces. I hope the BCTF will continue to be involved with Project Overseas. Going to Malawi fulfilled a life-long dream, and I am still processing everything I learned. I hope to share my hands-on experiences in Africa with my colleagues and students in as many ways as possible and to encourage continuing support of international projects. Mary Leah DeZwart is a teacher on educational leave from Kamloops Thompson School District.)
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